
Monkeypox renamed
LLoonnddoonn::  The World Health
Organisation has renamed
monkeypox as mpox, cit-
ing concerns the original
name of the decades-old
animal disease could be
construed as discrimina-
tory and racist. The UN
health agency said in a
statement Monday that
mpox was its new pre-
ferred name for monkey-
pox, saying that both
monkeypox and mpox
would be used for the
next year while the old
name is phased out. WHO
said it was concerned by
the “racist and stigmatis-
ing language” that arose
after monkeypox spread
to more than 100 coun-
tries. It said numerous
individuals and 
countries asked the
organisation “to propose
a way forward to change
the name”.

UPSC member
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Health
Secretary Preeti Sudan
has been appointed as a
member of Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC), a senior official
said on Monday. The
UPSC conducts civil serv-
ices examination annually
in three stages — prelimi-
nary, main and interview
— to select officers of
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS), Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) and
Indian Police Service
(IPS) among others.
Sudan, a 1983 batch
(retired) IAS officer of
Andhra Pradesh cadre,
will be administered the
oath of office of the UPSC
member on Tuesday, the
official said. She superan-
nuated as the health sec-
retary in July 2020.

Bomb threat
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A top private
school in south Delhi on
Monday received an email
claiming a bomb inside
the campus, following
which the premises were
evacuated for a thorough
search, police said. On
Monday at 1.19 pm, an
email was received on the
official mail account of
the Indian Public School,
Sadiq Nagar, regarding a
bomb being placed in the
premises of the school,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (south) Chandan
Chowdhary said. The
local police were
informed and the bomb
disposal squad and dog
squad along with the
Defence Colony police
station staff reached the
spot. The school campus
was evacuated and a
thorough search was
done, Chowdhary said.
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4-year-old boy Nawang Tashi
Rapten after becoming a

monk, at Dorje Drak
Monastery in Shimla,

Monday. The boy is believed
to be the reincarnation 

of Tibetan Lama Taklung
Tsetul Rinpoche.

Sukoon ki neend, machharon ke bin.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

The Centre told the
Supreme Court on Monday
that religious freedom
does not include a funda-
mental right to convert
other people to a particu-
lar religion and that it cer-
tainly does not embrace
the right to convert an in-
dividual through fraud, de-
ception, coercion or allure-
ment. The central govern-
ment said it is “cognizant
of the menace” and laws
that seek to control such
practices are necessary to
protect the cherished
rights of vulnerable sec-
tions of the society includ-
ing women and economi-
cally and socially back-
ward classes.

The Centre’s stand came
on a short affidavit in re-
sponse to a plea by advo-
cate Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to take stringent steps
to control fraudulent reli-
gious conversion by “in-
timidation” and through
“gifts and monetary bene-
fits”. The affidavit, filed
through Deputy Secretary
of Ministry of Home
Affairs, asserted that the
reliefs sought in the pres-

ent petition would be taken
up “in all seriousness” by
the Union of India” and
that it is “cognizant of the
gravity and the serious-
ness of the issue raised in
the present writ petition”.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and CT Raviumar,
while hearing the matter,
observed it was not against

religious conversions but
forced conversions, and
asked the Centre to file a
detailed affidavit on the
issue after taking informa-
tion from states. “You file a
detailed affidavit after ob-
taining the necessary in-
formation from the con-
cerned States We are not
against conversion. But
there cannot be any forced
conversion,” the court ob-
served. The court deferred
hearing on the petition as
well as an impleadment ap-
plication challenging its
maintainability till
December 5. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
told the court that forced
conversion was a “serious
menace” and a “national
issue” and that in its affi-
davit the central govern-
ment has mentioned about
the relevant steps taken by
certain states.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

In a chilling recall of
the Shraddha Walkar mur-
der case, a woman and her
son were arrested for al-
legedly killing her hus-
band, chopping the body
into 10 pieces and keeping
them in a fridge in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar, po-
lice said on Monday.

Anjan Das was killed on
May 30 and some of his
body parts were found
stuffed inside a bag at the
Ramlila Ground in east
Delhi’s Kalyanpuri on
June 5, police said.

His wife Poonam and
son Deepak disposed of
the body parts, of which
six have been found so far,
at different places in east
Delhi over a period of
three to four days and
buried the skull, they said.

The duo had killed Das
over suspicion that he was
eyeing his stepdaughter
and stepson’s wife, police
said. The fridge used for
storing the body parts has
been seized, police said.

According to police,
after the recovery of Das’
body parts, a case was reg-
istered under sections 302
(murder) and 201 (causing

disappearance of evidence
and giving false informa-
tion) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Pandav
Nagar police station.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

Hackers have allegedly
demanded an estimated Rs
200 crore in cryptocurren-
cy from the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi as
its server remained out of
order for the sixth consec-
utive day, official sources
said on Monday.

It is feared that data of
around 3-4 crore patients
could have been compro-
mised due to the breach
detected Wednesday
morning.

Patient care services in
emergency, outpatient, in-
patient and laboratory
wings are being managed
manually as the server re-
mained down, the sources

said. The India Computer
Emergency Response
Team (CERT-IN), Delhi
Police and representatives
of the Ministry of Home
Affairs are investigating
the ransomware attack.

A case of extortion and
cyber terrorism was regis-
tered by the Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic
Operations (IFSO) unit of
the Delhi Police on
November 25.

Official sources said in-
ternet services are blocked
on computers at the hospi-
tal on the recommenda-
tions of the investigating
agencies.

The AIIMS server has
stored data of several
VIPs, including former
prime ministers, minis-

ters, bureaucrats and
judges.

“Hackers have allegedly
demanded around Rs 200
crore in cryptocurrency,”
one of the sources told
PTI.

Meanwhile, the NIC e-
hospital database and ap-
plication servers for e-hos-
pital have been restored.
The NIC team is scanning
and cleaning infection
from other e-hospital
servers located at AIIMS
which are required for de-
livery of hospital services,
an official source said.

Four physical servers
arranged for restoring e-
hospital services have
been scanned and pre-
pared for the databases
and applications.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII))::

A Delhi court on Monday
awarded life imprisonment to
five terrorists of the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) for recruit-
ing and training youths for ter-
ror activities across the coun-
try. 

Special Judge Shailender
Malik awarded the jail term to
Sajjad Ahmed Khan, Bilal
Ahmed Mir, Muzaffar Ahmed
Bhat, Ishfaq Ahmed Bhat and
Mehraj-ud-din Chopan after
they pleaded guilty in the
case.

The judge also awarded a
five-year jail term to Tanveer
Ahmed Ganie in the case. The
judge noted that all the con-
victs were in conspiracy with
each other to wage war
against India. It said the con-
victs were “not only members
of JeM but they have been sup-

porting/harbouring terror-
ists/members of JeM by pro-
viding them arms/ammunition,
logistic supports and explo-
sives.” 

“The accused were also
involved in enticing/ motivat-
ing locals of Jammu & Kashmir
to go into militancy and
arranging funds, etc. 

for carrying out terrorist
acts and therefore they all are
liable to be convicted for
offence u/s 120B IPC as well as
u/s 18 of UA(P)Act,” the judge
said. The NIA lodged an FIR in
March 2019 and started the
investigation.

The probe agency said the
convicts were trained by
Pakistan-based JeM operatives
to do reconnaissance of tar-
gets, arrange hideouts, and
provide logistical support to
terrorists and to carry out ter-
ror attacks in India.

Raipur, Nov 28 (PTI):

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday stepped up his
attack on the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), accusing
the probe agency of cross-
ing its limits and treating
people inhumanely in the
state.

Talking to reporters at
the helipad in Police Lines
here, Baghel alleged that
the agency has been tor-
turing and harassing peo-
ple in the name of investi-
gation and dubbed the ac-
tion as “unfortunate”.

The chief minister’s re-
mark has come a day after
he targeted the ED in a se-
ries of tweets accusing it
of assaulting and intimi-
dating people. The ED had

recently arrested four per-
sons, including IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi and two
coal traders, in connection
with a money laundering
case linked to the alleged
extortion from mining
transporters.

When asked about the
ED’s action, Baghel said,
“..it is very wrong. They
are acting beyond their
limits. There is informa-
tion that people were beat-
en up with rods, not given
water to drink, not allowed
to sit (for several hours)
and even not allowed to
sleep...”

“I don’t think any gov-
ernment or court will
allow such an inhumane
treatment. It is very unfor-
tunate that the agency has
crossed its limits,” he said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII)):: The
government has allowed the
Enforcement Directorate to
share information about eco-
nomic offenders with 15 more
agencies, including SFIO, CCI
and NIA, a move that will expe-
dite nailing of law-breakers.
The finance ministry notified
changes to the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, on November
22. Through the notification,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which deals primarily
with cases of money launder-
ing and violations of foreign
exchange laws, would be able
to share data with a total of 25
agencies, including the 10
specified earlier. These 15
agencies include National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Serious Fraud Investigation

Office (SFIO), State Police
Department, regulators under
various Acts, Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), Ministry of External
Affairs, and Competition
Commission of India (CCI).
National Intelligence Grid,
Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC), Defence Intelligence
Agency, National Technical
Research Organisation,
Military Intelligence, inquiry
authority under Central Civil
Services Rules and Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau too have
been added to the list of agen-
cies for data sharing. Earlier,
the ED was permitted to share
data with only 10 agencies,
including CBI, RBI, Sebi, IRDAI,
Intelligence Bureau, and
Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU), among others.

CBI arrests man
impersonating its

joint director
New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI)
The CBI has arrested a
man who allegedly met
private individuals at the
Tamil Nadu Bhavan here
and demanded costly gifts
posing as a joint director
of the agency, officials
said on Monday.

The arrested, identified
as Visakhapatnam-resi-
dent Kovvi Reddy
Srinivas Rao, allegedly de-
manded gifts from private
individuals assuring
them of lobbying with
unidentified public ser-
vants on their behalf for
getting favourable re-
sponse in various mat-
ters, including in cases
registered by different
central investigative
agencies, they said.

Mumbai, Nov 28 (PTI):

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan on Monday said
a stone bench in the shape
of the popular book of po-
etry “Madhushala”,
penned by his late father
and celebrated poet
Harivansh Rai Bachchan,
was installed here at his
residence Jalsa.

The 80-year-old actor
took to his personal blog,
where he shared several
pictures of the bench set
up at the lawns of his
Juhu-based palatial bunga-
low. According to
Bachchan, the structure
was built in the Polish city
of Wroclaw, which had
named a square after

Harivansh Rai Bachchan
in 2020. “... a bench made of
stone in Wroclaw , Poland
in the shape of a book -
Madhushala .. intricate
and most uniquely done ..
weighs a ton .. brought
from Poland, through the
kind offices of the Counsel
general India in Wroclaw,
Shri Kartikeya Johri , who
worked assiduously in put-
ting up the elf statue of
Babuji in Wroclaw, a stamp
in his honour and now has
worked on opening a
Research Centre for the
study of modern Hindi lit-
erature in the name of
Babuji - Harivansh Rai
Bachchan, Research
Institute .. “ the screen
icon wrote.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday again targeted the
Congress over the partici-
pation of Narmada
Bachao Andolan activist
Medha Patkar in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
Rahul Gandhi, and said
the opposition party must
shun its “divide and rule”
strategy to win back the
trust of the people of
Gujarat.

Addressing a poll rally
in Palitana town of
Bhavnagar district in sup-
port of the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidates,
Modi said the people of
Gujarat have rejected the
Congress because the state
had suffered a lot due to
the party’s policy of incit-

ing people of one region or
community against anoth-
er. The people of Gujarat
are not ready to help those
who support “elements
wanting to break India”,
he said.

PM Modi, during his
previous campaign rallies
in Gujarat, had also target-
ed Rahul Gandhi for walk-
ing with Medha Patkar
during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

‘Religious freedom does not
include right to convert others’

Centre tells SC

SC voices anguish over Centre’s delay in
clearing names recommended by Collegium
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme Court on Monday expressed anguish
over the delay by the Centre in clearing the names recom-
mended by the Collegium for appointment as judges in the
higher judiciary, saying it “effectively frustrates” the method
of appointment. A bench of Justices S K Kaul and A S Oka said
a three-judge bench of the apex court had laid down the time-
lines within which the appointment process had to be complet-
ed. Those timelines, it said, have to be adhered to. Justice Kaul
observed it appeared the government is unhappy with the fact
that the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC)
Act did not pass the muster, but that cannot be a reason to not
comply with the law of the land.

Woman, son held for killing 
husband, chopping body into 10 parts

Poonam and her son Deepak, accused in the murder of
the former’s husband Anjan Das, following their arrest
by police, in New Delhi, Monday.

Police recover weapon used by Aaftab
Poonawala to cut live-in partner’s body

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII)) The Delhi Police has recovered the
weapon allegedly used by Aaftab Amin Poonawala to cut
the body of his live-in partner Shraddha Walkar, sources
said on Monday. Police have also recovered a ring that
belonged to 27-year-old Walkar, which Poonawala alleged-
ly gave to another woman, they said.
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Delhi court awards life 
imprisonment to five JeM operatives

Hackers demand Rs 200 crore 
in cryptocurrency from AIIMS-Delhi 

Server remains down for 6th day

ED crossing limits, treating
people inhumanely: Baghel

Congress needs to shun
‘divide and rule’ strategy 

Govt allows Enforcement
Directorate to share 

info with 15 more agencies

Bench shaped like book 
of ‘Madhushala’ installed at Jalsa

A bench shaped like
Harivansh Rai Bachchan’s

book ‘Madhushala’, 
installed at Bollywood

actor Amitabh
Bachchan’s residence

Jalsa, in Mumbai. 

NCC enables student to become an ideal & responsible citizen: MM Gadre
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2288:: The 74th NCC
Day was celebrated on
November 27, 2022 in the
school grounds of BSP Senior
Secondary School Sector-7.
MM Gadre, ED (P&A)  graced
the occasion as Chief Guest,
while SV Nandanwar, CGM (TA
& CSR) was the guest of hon-
our. Three platoons of Army
wing from SSS-7 and Bhilai
Vidyalaya and one platoon of
Air wing from SSS - 10 took part
in the programme.

The programmme com-
menced with Flag hoisting by
Chief Guest MM Gadre, who ob-
served the march past and took
the official salute which was fol-
lowed by oath taking ceremony
by NCC cadets. Under the lead-
ership of Sachin Paswan the
Band of Scout Rovers & Rangers
accompanied the Parade. NCC

message was spread over
through an array of colourful
balloons. Shikha Dubey wel-
comed the guests and wished
all the cadets for the NCC Day.
Second officer Praveen
Vishwakarma read out the mes-
sage given by Defense Minister
on the occasion of NCC Day, fol-
lowed by Annual Report pre-
sented by first officer Sanjay
Kumar Bhual, and Cadet
Varnika Yadav shared her expe-
rience about NCC.

In his address Chief Guest
stated that NCC is the second
line of Defense. He also stated
that NCC not only inculcates
discipline and leadership quali-
ties in the cadets but also
makes them learn teamwork
and enables them to become an
ideal and responsible citizen of
the nation. He also shared how
he attended camp and
Aeromodelling shows in his

school times. 
He also completed "C" cer-

tificate in college. As products
related to National Defense are
manufactured in Bhilai Steel
Plant in the same way our NCC
cadets play a vital role in ensur-
ing nation defense. Guest of ho-
nour SV Nandanwar in his ad-
dress congratulated the NCC
cadets for their par excellence
performance and wished them
for their bright future. 

Under the able direction of
commanding officer Colonel
Hemant Dubey of 37th CG bat-
talion NCC Durg and Guidance
of Principal Shri Vijay Singh
Pawar, second officer Shri
Praveen Vishwakarma, Subedar
Vikas Khatri, Hawaldar Vijay
Singh, NCC cadets presented
Section Attack successfully. A
thrilling presentation of Air
Strike demo was done under
the direction of commanding

officer Wing Commander Rajat
Gupta of 3 CG Air Squadron
NCC Raipur and able guidance
of Aeromodelling instructor
Deepak Bhurley which was
elaborated in detail by first offi-
cer Shri Sanjay Kumar Bhual.
Students of SSS - 10 also pre-
sented their Aeromodelling
Models.

During the prize distribution
ceremony, many cadets were
awarded under various cate-

gories. Flight Sergeant Prateek
Kumar as Parade commander, 2
I/C sergeant K Padmawati,
Platoon commanders of Platoon
no 1 CSM Rama Reddy, Platoon
no 2 sergeant Uday Singh,
Platoon no 3 Corporal Sharnya
Das, Platoon no 4 Corporal
Kunal Mandavi received prizes.
Sergeant Angle Banerjee,
Deepali, Kumud Thakur, Shruti
k Gaikwad for piloting,
Raghvendra  Ojha, Kunal Singh

Mandavi, and Taushit Ambade
was honoured as best cadet.
Special prizes were given to
Srishti Sardar and Mehul Sahu
of SSS - 7 and Ayushman Dubey
and Tanishka Gupta of SSS - 10
for their commendable achieve-
ments. Members of Section at-
tack demo, Air strike demo and
band were also felicitated. A
scintillating cultural pro-
gramme was presented by girls
cadet Anusha Tiwari, Barnita
Baidya, Ayushi Dhoke, Harshna
Giri, Keshika Sahu and group of
SSS - 10. 

The entire programme was
successfully organised under
the able guidance of Shikha
Dubey GM Education. DGM
(Sports-Education) Rajendra
Prasad, AGM (Education) RJ
Raju, Principals from various
BSP schools Sumita Sarkar,
Ruby Burmon Roy, Anita
Chacko, Vijay Singh Pawar,

Urwashi Sahu, and other offi-
cers Savita Tiwari, Vibha Rani
Katiyar, Ashok Singh, LN Dubey,
TK Sahu, Anita Ashok, SK
Nagle, DK Sahu, NCC officer,
First officer  Sanjay Kumar
Bhual, Second officer Praveen
Vishwakarma, Care taker
Goverdhan Sahu, HMs from var-
ious schools, teachers, Ex NCC
officers, parents and cadets
were also present. 

At the end, Ruby Burmon Roy
Principal SSS - 7 proposed the
Vote of Thanks. The programme
ended with NCC song and
National Anthem. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
Seema Philip and Sheetal
Chandra Sharma. Sridevi
Durge, B Padma, SN Sahu, RK
Gupta, Kirti Lata Deshmukh, CP
Sharma, VK Choubey, Paritosh
Panigrahi, IR Chelak, R Sunil
also contributed to make the
function a grand success.

RMP 3 records Best Ever
Daily Performance

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: RMP 3 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
recorded best ever daily
performance on November
27, 2022  by producing 1860
T, shattering the previous
best ever monthly perform-

ance of 1740  T on
November 09, 2022. RMP 3's
LDCP created a daily
record by producing 2419 T
on November 27, 2022, shat-
tering the previous best
ever daily performance of
2259 T on November 09,
2022. Anirban Dasgupta,

Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant and Anjani
Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) visited RMP 3 and
congratulated the RMP 3
collective for the milestone
achievements and also con-
veyed their best wishes to
the associated departments.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2288:: Sahu Mitra Sabha
Bhilai Nagar hosted the intro-
duction programme for mar-
riageable youth at Supela on
Sunday. Annual General Body
Meeting and felicitation function
was also held at Sahu Sanskriti
Sadan in Supela. About 100
young men and girls came on
the stage and introduced them-
selves in search of an appropri-
ate match for them. 

In the memory of Samaj Ratna
Dr Manrakhan Lal Sahu, the hon-
our of outstanding social worker
was given to RD Deshlahra. The
guests released the magazine
"Parichayika" during the pro-
gramme. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced the
function as Chief Guest. He said
that the young men and girls

who have published their intro-
duction in the "Parichayika"
should come on the stage to give
their introduction. 

This will increase the signifi-
cance of this event. He congratu-
lated all the office bearers includ-
ing the Sahu Mitra Sabha Bhilai
Nagar President Khedram Sahu
for this successful event. Special
Guest Mayor Neeraj Pal an-
nounced construction of an ex-
tended dome shed on the demand
of Sahu Mitra Sabha. He further

assured to repair
and maintain the drain next to the
Samaj building within two
months.

District Sahu Sangh President
Haridwarika Sahu, Former
Chairman Handicraft
Development Board Deepak
Sahu, Corporation Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu, CREDA
Member Vijay Sahu, State Sahu
Sangh Advisor Ramesh Sahu,
Tehsil Sahu Sangh Risali
President Santosh Sahu, Tehsil

Sahu Sangh Charoda President
Chandrabhushan Sahu, Tehsil
Sahu Sangh President Jeevan
Prakash Sahu and renowned folk
singer Aaru Sahu were the spe-
cial guests. Aaru Sahu gave a
cultural performance during the
programme. Local talents also
staged cultural presentations.

At the outset, Sahu Mitra
Sabha Bhilai Nagar President
Khedram Sahu delivered the
welcome address and detailed
about the activities of the or-

ganisation. Treasurer Bharatram
Sahu gave the details of income
and expenditure. General
Secretary Unmesh Sahu pre-
sented the annual report. 

Vice President Manjusha
Sahu, Office Secretary
Gajendra Ganjir, Joint Secretary
Arun Kumar Sahu and other of-
fice bearers were present in the
programme. The program was
conducted by Anju Sahu and
Unmesh Sahu while Vice
President Parasram Sahu pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

In the program, Hirashankar
Sahu was honored as the best
male worker and Ranjana Sahu
as the best female worker. The
award for the best unit was
given to Khursipar unit.
Shyamlal Sahu rewarded two
underprivileged talented youth.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti youth
wing president Manish
Pandey visited Khursipar,
Bapunagar area on
Monday. During this, he
interacted with the local
people and took details re-
lated to the problems they
were facing. Residents
mostly complained about
the supply of contaminat-
ed drinking water and
cleanliness. They ex-
pressed their fear on in-
creasing cases of diar-
rhoea, and the lack of seri-
ousness and lame efforts
of the corporation admin-
istration towards contain-
ing the spread  of the dis-
ease any further.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti's Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey
visited Khursipar, Bapu
Nagar area amidst out-

break of diarrhoea in the
aforesaid area of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
During interaction with
common people, he came
to know that bacteria like
leeches, earthworms etc.
are being found in the
drinking water supplied to
the houses here. Along
with this, the drains or
streets are also not being
cleaned. In most of the
places, the supply line of
drinking water crosses

through the sewerage line,
due to which water in the
pipeline gets contaminat-
ed resulting in supply of
dirty water to the houses.
Despite all this, this mat-
ter is not being taken seri-
ously by the corporation
administration and the
suffer is the end user i.e.
the common man. Manish
demanded from the corpo-
ration administration to
take immediate action in
rectifying the water sup-

ply system as people are
worried and scared be-
cause of increasing cases
of diarrhoea.

He stated that two per-
sons have already suc-
cumbed to diarrhoea re-
cently and several are
being admitted to the hos-
pital. In such a situation,
the corporation adminis-
tration should show seri-
ousness in controlling the
outbreak and prevent it
before it becomes an 
epidemic.

Lalchand Maurya,
Councilor Sarita Baghel,
Jaishankar Chowdhary,
Joginder Sharma, Prakash
Yadav, Rampreet Paswan,
Dharmendra Kumar,
Dharmendra Singh, Shyam,
Aditya Topa, Ajit Singh,
Srinivas Rao, Srinu,
Shankar Kedia, Atul
Kumar, Goldie Soni, Rehan
Ahmed and office bearers
were present.

Community service ‘Learning
with fun’ conducted

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: The PG
Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science at St
Thomas College orgnised a
two day community service
event called "Learning with
Fun" under the auspices of
ZEITGEIST for 50 children
in classes IV and V at
Government Middle School
in Ruabandha. The M Sc
Maths students led a col-
lege prayer on the first day
and welcomed the faculty
members and students of
the institution. Children
from the school were
wished a good future by the

principal, Dr MG
Roymon and were given in-
depth information on the
programme by the head of
the department, Dr Suja
Varghese. The PG students
and faculty of the Maths
and Computer Science
Department gave the stu-
dents a pencil box, a water
bottle, and a pen.

On the same day, PG stu-
dents from the MSc 1st Sem

(Maths) as well as the MSc
3rd Sem (Maths) gave a
presentation on the basics
of fractions, addition and
subtraction of fractions,
and comparison of frac-
tions. The following day,
students from the PGDCA,
resumed the course with an
introduction to computers.
The event was successful
thanks to the efforts of 30
students from the M Sc
(Maths), 8 students from
the M Sc (CS), and 25 stu-
dents from the PGDCA.

PG students from all the
departments conducted a
two-hour computer practi-
cal session on the final day
of the Programme. The
winners received a variety

of rewards. Once the pro-
gramme was over, the
Department teaching staff
and students gave presents
and treats to each one of
the 50 participants as a
modest sign of their appre-
ciation. The program was
completed with the cooper-
ation of Preeti Jain and
Netra Kumar Gupta as well
as teachers of Mathematics
and Computer
Department, Dr Satosh
Kumar Miri, Dr Smita
Daniel, K Manju Jyoti
Dewangan, Aarti Yadav,
Shabnam Tabassum,
Samiksha Kushwaha. The
IQAC Coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukharjee attend-
ed the programme as well.

Diarrhoea outbreak: 17 patients
found on seventh day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: About 17
people from diarrhoea af-
fected areas of the city
reached the hospitals on
Monday. On the seventh
day also, many people
sought treatment in the
OPDs. Most of the patients
are from Vrinda Nagar, JP
Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara of
Camp area in Bhilai.

CMHO Dr JP Meshram
informed that Diarrhoea
(vomiting, diarrhoea) has
spread around Vrinda
Nagar, JP Nagar,
Shardapara and New
Santoshipara area of
Camp in Bhilai city. Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr JP Meshram,
Dr SK Meshram, District
Health and Family
Welfare Officer, Dr SK
Jamgade, District Nodal
Officer, Padmakar Shinde,
District Program
Manager, Ritika Sonwani,

District Epidemiologist
and staff of Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College, visited the area
with a team consisting of
Medicine Specialist,
P a e d i a t r i c i a n ,
Community Medicine
Specialist and
Microbiologist. Necessary
guidance was given to the
medical officers and all
the employees posted in
PHC Baikunthdham.

On Monday, stool sam-
ples were collected from

the District Hospital, Durg
and sent for examination
to the Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur.
Urban Program Manager,
Bhilai, Block Extension
Training Officer, Sector
Supervisor, ANM and
Mitanins conducted an in-
tensive survey of 1840
houses. ORS sachets, zinc
tablets and 6000 chlorine
tablets were distributed to
the patients suffering from
vomiting and diarrhoea in
the area and health educa-

tion was given to the com-
mon people. The ambu-
lance of the Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme is regular-
ly visiting the infected
area and is working to mo-
tivate the patients to send
them to the health institu-
tions by giving medicines
and proper health educa-
tion. Adequate medicines
have been stored in the in-
fected area and an ambu-
lance was arranged to
refer serious patients to

the higher centre. On
Monday, a total of 17 cases
of diarrhoea have been
found in 11 government
and 06 private health insti-
tutions in the district.
Presently the situation is
under control, CMHO
claimed and appealed to
the general public that in
case of vomiting and diar-
rhoea, Baikunthdham
Health Centre has been
made an emergency serv-
ice control room, where
medical experts, paediatri-
cians and other staff of
the Medical College are on
duty round the clock.
People can get proper ad-
vice and consultation by
contacting 0788-4230397.
He advised the people to
drink boiled water only,
keep food items covered;
do not eat stale food, rotten
meat, fish, rotten fruits
and vegetables. He also ad-
vised people to maintain
personal hygiene and
cleanliness.
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SRJS youth wing president visits Khursipar
area, interacts with denizens 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: The NSS
unit of Durg Science
College was awarded for the
project competition on
"Poshan Aahar" by
Hemchand Yadav
University. It could be recol-
lected that the NSS unit of
Science College Durg had
won the prize for remark-
able work in the project
competition organised from
September 01 to September
30 on the topic Poshan
Aahar (Nutritious food).

The Chief Guest, Dr MK
Verma, Vice Chancellor,
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekananda Technical
University gave away the
award in the presence of
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice
Chancellor, Hemchand
Yadav University (popular
as Durg University), who
presided over. Bhupendra

Kuldeep, Registrar, Dr
Prashant Srivastava,
Dean, Students Welfare,
NSS program Coordinator
Dr RP Aggarwal were also
present. They also hon-
oured all the program offi-
cers present at the func-
tion. This competition was
for all the 192 colleges affil-
iated to Durg University
were top ten units were
awarded for their excellent
performance. The subjects

mainly included were
Women's Education, Child
nutrition as well as educa-
tion, Nutrition food in trib-
al area, sexual sensitivity
and water conservation
and management. The
NSS unit of Science
College, Durg, worked
under the guidance and in-
spiration of Dr RN Singh,
Principal of the college
and Program Officer Prof
Janendra Kumar Diwan

performed remarkable
work in the village and
city. The NSS volunteers
conducted slogan writing
contest, Poster making,
Pond cleaning, Public
awareness rally, Street
play, Human chain forma-
tion and cycle rally. NSS
volunteers inspected the
Anganwadi Centers in the
villages and interacted
with the Anganwadi work-
er assistants regarding
"Poshan Aahar".

They then relayed this
information to the parents
and children in the vil-
lages of their areas.
Sarpanchs of Gram
Panchayat too provided co-
operation on this occasion.
The volunteers who played
a leading role in organis-
ing this program were
team leader Lewis Kumar,
Mordhwaj, Satek,
Khoomendra and Mridul.

University honours NSS unit 
of Durg Science College

Sahu Mitra Sabha hosts introduction 
programme for marriageable youth 



CM pays obeisance to
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today in his resi-
dential office paid his
obeisance and dedicated
flowers to the picture of
the great social reformer,
thinker, writer, and
philosopher Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule on the occa-
sion of his death anniver-
sary. CM said that
Mahatma Phule wanted to
liberate society from su-
perstitions and malprac-
tice. He was a strong oppo-
nent of the caste system
prevalent in Indian socie-

ty and the dis-
c r i m i n at i o n
based on it. He
worked active-
ly for the em-
powerment of
women and
D a l i t s .
M a h a t m a
Phule estab-
lished the
Satyashodhak
Samaj to end
the discrimina-
tion against

Dalits and to help them
gain their rightful place in
society.

CM Baghel said that
Mahatma Phule empha-
sized the need for educa-
tion to free society from
social malpractices. He
also encouraged women’s
education and educated
his wife Mrs. Savitribai
Phule, who became the
first female teacher in
India. He said that the val-
ues and sense of service of
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
will always inspire us to
serve the destitute and es-
tablish equilibrium in so-
ciety.

Disclosure of identity of children in cases
of sexual offences is a punishable offence

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28:
Disclosure of identity in
cases of sexual offences
against children is a vio-
lation of section 23 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POSCO Act) and a pun-
ishable offence with im-
prisonment of six
months to one year or
fine or both.

Chhattisgarh State
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights (CSCPCR) has rec-
ommended the
Superintendents of
Police to take appropri-

ate action against the
concerned on disclosure
of the identity of chil-
dren in such cases
through newspapers,
electronic media, web
news portals or any relat-
ed medium.

The Commission has
asked to take immediate
action in such cases and
inform the commission
at the earliest by register-
ing a case without any
delay. Action should be
taken against the guilty
as per law.

The Commission has
written a letter to the
Public Relations
Department to draw the
attention of the media to-
wards this matter and
the recommended action
to be taken in such cases
as per rules.

In the letter issued by
the Commission, Section
23 (2) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act 2012, reads
that no reports in any
media shall disclose, the
identity of a child includ-
ing his name, address,
photograph, family de-
tails, school, neighbour-

hood or any other partic-
ulars which may lead to
the disclosure of the
identity of the child.

Any person who con-
travenes the provisions
of sub-section (1) or sub-
section (2) of Section 23
shall be liable to be pun-
ished with imprisonment
of either description for
a period which shall not
be less than six months
but which may extend to
one year or with fine or
with both.

The Chhattisgarh State
Child Protection
Commission has main-
tained that the identity of
the child cannot be dis-
closed in any way in case
of sexual offences
against children. The in-
cidents of publishing
names and photos
through newspapers,
electronic media, web
portals or other media
are coming to light these
days.

The Commission has
made these recommenda-
tions to prevent such in-
cidents and to provide a
safe and friendly envi-
ronment for the children.

NCC Day celebrated with
enthusiasm in Mahant College

Raipur, Nov 28: The 74th
NCC Day celebration was
held at Mahant
Laxminarayan Das
Mahavidyalay, Gandhi
Chowk here. Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey was
present as chief guest. The
function was presided over
Dr SS Khanuja, Principal,
Durga College. Anima Kujur,
Commanding Officer Home
Guard, Fire, SDRF and
Mahant College Principal Dr
Devashish Mukherjee were
specially present.

In his address the chief
guest Dubey told NCC
cadets about the impor-
tance of dedication and
sacrifice to achieve goals.
According to Dr SS
Khanuja NCC is an oppor-
tunity to render social serv-
ices and embark on career
in police and military.

Anima Kujur in her ad-
dress highlighted impor-
tance of NCC and NSS in
making the youth self re-
liant. According to
Principal of Mahant
College, Dr Devashish

Mukherjee NCC inculcates
national spirit in the youth,
which is one of the utmost
needs of the present times.
NCC Officer Dr Shweta
Sharma, Assistant Professor
Dr Kiran Agrawal and teach-

ers played important role in
the programme. Cadets
Khushi Tripathi and Leena
Hiyal were presented badges
for their excellent perform-
ance in inter-college group
competition, held in Indore.

CM extends greetings on Ch’garhi
Rajbhasha Diwas to people of the state

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28:
Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day i.e.
‘Chhattisgarhi Rajbhasha
Diwas’ celebration was or-
ganized today by the
Department of Culture
and Archeology at Chief
Minister’s residence of-
fice. On the occasion,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel honored 13 littera-
teurs of Chhattisgarh for
their service towards
Chhattisgarhi language.
Chief Minister also re-
leased the literary works
of 10 litterateurs of
Chhattisgarhi language in
the programme.

On this occasion, while
addressing everyone,
Chief Minister congratu-
lated the people of the
state on Official Language
Day (Rajbhasha Diwas).
Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarhi is our moth-
er tongue and our pride,
the work of grooming and
furthering this language is
being done continuously
by the present government
of Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister Baghel said that

his government has made
‘Arpa Pairi Ke Dhar’ the
state song and started
teaching Chhattisgarhi
language in government
schools. Chief Minister
said that it is the responsi-
bility of every
Chhattisgarhi to work for
the progress of
Chhattisgarhi. On this oc-
casion, Chief Minister
said that the Chhattisgarh
government is working
for the recognition of

Chhattisgarhi at national
and international level by
promoting local Teej festi-
vals and sports.

On the occasion of
Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day, Chief
Minister Jageshwar
Prasad District- Raipur,
Rameshwar Sharma
District Raipur, Dr. J. R.
Soni District- Durg, PC
Lal Yadav District Sakti,
Durga Prasad Parkar
District Raipur, Ramnath
Sahu District- Raipur,
Sorin Chandrasen
District- Mahasamund,
Parmanand Verma
District Khairagarh,
Budhram Yadav District
Bilaspur, Ranjit Sarathi
District Sarguja, Dr. Shail
Chandra, District
Dhamtari, Duman Lal
Dhuv, District Dhamtari
and Rudra Narayan
Panigrahi, District-
Jagdalpur were honored
for their special contribu-
tion towards
Chhattisgarhi language.

CM Baghel also re-

leased the books pub-
lished by Chhattisgarhi
Rajbhasha Commission
on the occasion of Official
Language Day. Chief
Minister released
Mahettaru Madhukar’s
composition Gurtur
Bhakha, Dr. Suresh
Kumar Sharma’s Valmiki
Ramayana, Sukhdev
Singh Ahileshwar’s
Bangasya Chhand Anjor,
Tejpal Soni’s Shrimad
Bhagwat Geeta, Suman
Lal Dhruv’s Village
Sirjabo, Rajendra Prasad
Sinha’s Amraiya O
Manbhaban, Kamlesh
Prasad Sharma Babu Ki
Kutis Bandara Jajharg-
Jajharg, Dr. Shilpi
Shukla’s Chhattisgarh
Mahila Lekhan and
Urmila Shukla’s composi-
tions and works of P.C.
Lal Yadav.

Anbalagan P, Secretary,
Culture Department and
Vivek Acharya, Director,
Culture Department were
also present in the pro-
gramme.

Two pvt company workers
steal Rs 2.82 lakh of company

Raipur, Nov 28: Police
have arrested two workers
of SR Corporate
Consultancy Private
Limited, Telibandha in
connection with the inci-
dent of theft of lakhs of
rupees in the company.
Two arrested workers are
Anurag Dhidhi (driver)
and Hitesh Chaturvedi
(peon). In order to hide
their identity they alleged-
ly stolen DVR of CCTV
camera and fled. Police
have recovered stolen cash
amount of Rs 2.82 lakh 500,
a laptop, a watch and DVR
used in CCTV camera and
an iron rode from their
possession and registered
offence under Section 457,
380, 381 and 34 IPC against
them.

According to
Telibandha Police,
Subhendu Kumar
Satpathi who works as
senior manager in SR
Corporate Consultancy

Private Limited, 4th floor,
Aishwarya Chamber
Telibandha, had lodged
complaint. According to
complainant the company
owners Surendra Kumar
Jain and Ritu Jain had
gone to Delhi on
November 22, 2022. The
key of the company office
room was handed over to
receptionist Shradhha
Thakur. Shraddha Thakur
had opened the company
office at around 9:30 am on
November 25 and had gone
back to home after closing
the office at 7 pm in
evening. When she came
to the office at around 9:30
am on November 26, 2022
she found the office lock
broken and goods scat-
terred all round. She in-
formed Shubhendu about

the incident over phone.
After seeing goods scat-
tered in the office and bro-
ken CCTV camera
Shubhendu informed
owners Surendra Jain
and Ritu Jain over phone.
They told that official doc-
ument and cash were kept
in the office. After return-
ing to office the owners
found that cash of 3 lakh,
a laptop and watch were
missing.

After registering report
the police checked CCTV
footages near the site of
incident and put an in-
former on duty.

Police received tip off
from informer that com-
pany workers Anurag
Dhidhi and Hitesh
Chaturvedi were roaming
around the site of the in-
cident at late night in
mysterious condition.
Acting on this tip off the
police arrested both
Anurag and Hitesh.
During interrogation they
confessed of committing
theft.

Baghel to BJP leaders: Why hue and
cry over J’khand Police’s arrival?

Raipur: Baghel also
slammed the BJP and
asked why it was raising a
hue and cry when the
Jharkhand police arrived
in Chhattisgarh in connec-
tion with a rape case, in
which its candidate for
Bhanupratappur bypoll
Brahmanand Netam is also
an accused.

“Two days ago, (BJP
leader) Brijmohan
Agarwal had challenged to
arrest Netam, and if the
Jharkhand police have ar-
rived here why is he raising
a hue and cry and terming
the action as a conspira-
cy?” he said.

The case was lodged in
May 2019 when Raghubar
Das-led BJP government
was in power in
Jharkhand, he said, adding
that BJP should ask him
(Raghubar Das) about the
conspiracy.

“Why is the BJP support-
ing a rapist (referring to
Netam)? If they (BJP) have
done something wrong (by
nominating Netam as the
party candidate), then they
should accept their mis-
take. Instead of accepting
their mistake, they are try-
ing to hide it,” Baghel said.

On November 20, state
Congress chief Mohan
Markam had claimed that
the Jharkhand police had
lodged a case at Telco police

station in Jamshedpur on
May 15, 2019 about a 15-
year-old girl allegedly being
pushed into the flesh trade
and raped by several per-
sons. According to
Markam, five persons were
held in the case initially,
while former BJP MLA
Netam, a native of
Charama town in Kanker,
and four others were also
named as accused.

The Jharkhand police ar-
rived in Raipur on Monday
morning and headed to
Kanker in connection with
the case.

Senior BJP MLA and for-
mer minister Brijmohan
Agrawal dubbed the
Jharkhand police’s arrival
as a conspiracy by
C o n g r e s s - r u l e d
Chhattisgarh and Hemant
Soren-led Jharkhand gov-
ernment.

Fearing defeat in the
December 5
Bhanupratappur bypoll,
the Congress made such
false allegations against
Netam. People of
Bhanupratappur and
Chhattisgarh will give a be-

fitting reply to the
Congress for its conspiracy
to malign the image of an
innocent tribal man,
Agrawal claimed.

J’kand police raids Netam’s 
residence, finds him missing!

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Nov 28: To arrest
the accused BJP candidate
Brahmanand Netam for
Bhanupratappur by-poll in
an alleged rape case, the
Jharkhand police reached
at  his residence in
Charama after reporting
the matter in the Kanker
Police Station. But Netam
was not present in his resi-
dence. In addition to this
the police also conducted
raid at the residence of
two suspended police per-
sonnel Keshav Sinha and
Deepankar. But including
Netam, all three could not
be traced and are reported
a b s c o n d i n g .
Kanker Police sources in-
formed that under leader-
ship of DSP Telco Thana,
a team of 8 police officers
reached Kanker and then
to Netam’s residence in
Charama. Reporting at the
Kanker Thana, entire
team under leadership of
TI Kanker Thana Sharad
Dubey left for Charama in

an Innova car, as Netam
lives in Charama.

On their arrival, they
entered the house of
Brahmanand Netam, but
he was not present. After
this the police reached at
the residence of two sus-
pended police personnel
Keshav Sinha and
Deepankar, but they were
also absconding. Those at
the residence say that they
are campaigning for the
by-poll and the Kanker po-
lice is trying to get their lo-
cation and can go and can
arrest them.

This particular move by
the Jhakhand and
Chhattisgarh police has
heated up the political de-
bate and may lead to war-
of-words between the two
main political parties con-
testing for
Bhanupratappur by-poll.
Commenting over the
same, BJP election manag-
er for by-poll, Brijmohan
Agrawal said that the

party has not received any
information about arrival
of Jhakhand police and it
was given only to the
media. We did not received
any phone calls or sum-
mon about Netam’s arrest,
he added. Brijmohan said
that we are ready to court
arrest with thousands of
tribal youths. Brijmohan
charged Congress and
Bhupesh government of
character assassination
and defaming of tribal
leader and party’s candi-
date, fearing likely defeat
in the by-poll. He ex-
pressed surprise as to why
the party was not  having
any such information for
last four year? Congress by
getting name added has
conspired against Netam
and the party will not get
afraid of the same and
would disclose the truth
and conspiracy by PCC
Chief Mohan Markam and
Congress. The people of
Bhanupratappur would

ensure victory of BJP can-
didate’s victory and dis-
close the truth behind this
conspiracy, he added.

On the other hand,
National Commission for
Child Rights and
Protection has issued no-
tice to Kanker SP to take
action against PCC Chief
Mohan Markam. The

Commission mentioning
the complaint by BJP
Charama mandal has
asked to keep the identity
of victim confidential and
take legal action and file
report within 3 days to the
Commission. In this case
the Chhattisgarh Police
has suspended one of the
constable’s.
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Action can be taken

under POCSO Act

CSCPCR urges the SPs

to take appropriate

action

Urges media to report

sensitively and 

cautiously in matters

related to children

Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day celebrated
at Chief Minister’s 
residence offic

CM Baghel honored 13
litterateurs, released the
works of 10 litterateurs

Family members say he
is busy in campaigning 

Also raided house
of two suspended
Police personnel

Commission issues
notice to Kanker police
against PCC Chief

Says BJP leaders were
daring to arrest
Brahmanand 

KKaannkkeerr::  On arrival
of the 8-member
police team at
Kanker District Hq’s
to investigate into
crime No. 84/19
from Telco thana of
Jamshedpur district
of Jharkhand, their
identity was first cross-
checked, as there is model
code of conduct enforce in
view of By-poll. The
Collector and District
Returning Officer Dr
Priyanka Shukla investigated
the credentials of Jharkhand
police. During this SP Kanker
Shalabh Kumar Sinha and
Returning Officer for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Sumit Agrawal cross-
checked all the documents
available with the Jharkhand
police members.

On this occasion the
Jharkhand police gave infor-

mation about arrest of the
accused and for investiga-
tion into the matter to the
Collector and SP Kanker.
Kotwali police is with the
Jharkhand police. 

In-between the senior BJP
leaders reached
Bhanupratappur Vidhan Sabha
election office along with BJP
candidate Brahmanand Netam.
Former Minister Mahesh
Gagda was also present. Till
afternoony Jharkhand police
was camping in Charama and
searching for BJP candidate
and accused in the rape case
Brahmanand Netam.

Collector, SP check credentials

of J’khand police

 Police arrest both

Conspiracy to defame winning
BJP candidate: Raman

RRaaiippuurr:: Former CM Dr Raman Singh
commenting upon the issue said that
the way the Jharkhand police
remained silent on this issue for last
3 yrs and took no action, set aside no
notice or summon was issued, clear-
ly indicates that all this is being gen-
erated and political motivated after
filing of nomination by BJP candidate
Bhanupratappur and termed it
absolutely incorrect. This will be
strongly protested by BJP in demo-
cratic manner, he added. About the
elections, Raman said that there is
positive atmosphere in favour of BJP
candidate Bramhanand Netam in
entire Bhanupratappur. In this case a
tribal and one such  person who is
saying from the day one that he has
nothing to do with this case and is
nowhere involved, all clearly indi-
cates that it is being deliberately
created and conspired to defame the
winning candidate, Raman added.

Winds of faith flowed in KPS from Chhau dance

Raipur, Nov 28: The beat
of drums and a primal
war dance cast a spell on
the children and teachers
of Krishna Public
School, Dunda, filling
everyone with excite-
ment and devotion on
Monday. Artists of
Sitapur Ganesh Chhau
Dance Party of West
Bengal gave an exciting
performance in this
Chhau dance program
organized by SPIC
MACAY, an organization
to share cultural heritage
among school and college
children.

The program was inau-
gurated by Ashutosh
Tripathi, Executive
Director, KPS, Raipur
and Priyanka Tripathi,
Principal, KPS Raipur,
with the lighting of the
lamp.

On this occasion,
under the direction of
the leader of the dance
group, Mohit Mahto, 16
artists wearing masks
gave a wonderful presen-
tation of Purulia Chhau
dance and Mahishasur
Mardini through differ-

ent scenes. The artists
showed the entire story
of the killing of
Mahishasura by Maa
Durga on stage through
dance.

During the Chhau
dance, the teachers and
students present in the
auditorium kept gazing
at the dance moves and
agility of the artists on
the stage. The decora-
tion of the artists of the
Chhau dance troupe,
their costumes, masks re-
mained the center of at-

traction for all. Here the
spectacular presentation
of the artists brought
alive the story of the
killing of Mahishasura.
It was greatly appreciat-
ed by the audience and
cheered them by clapping
during the presentation
of the program.

Chhau dance is a popu-
lar dance form per-
formed by folk and tribal
artists in the three east-
ern states of India, in
which a wonderful con-
fluence of martial arts
and acrobatics is seen. .

During the program,
Executive Director of
Raipur Ashutosh
Tripathi was impressed
by the presentation of
Purulia Chhau dance
artists. In his address,
he said that social har-
mony is strengthened by

such presentations, as
well as our children get a
chance to know their
mythology closely.

During this, Priyanka
Tripathi, Principal of
KPS, Raipur openly ap-
preciated the presenta-
tion of the artists. Along
with this, he also
thanked the artists for
taking the country’s an-
cient culture to the mass-
es. At the end of the pro-
gram, all the artists were
honored by Krishna
Public School, Dunda
Raipur by presenting me-
mentos and shawls.
Sharmila Sur, Kaushal
Agarwal, Krishna
Banerjee, Biswanath
Banerjee, Mrs. Kalpana
Majumdar and Uma Devi
Agarwal were mainly
present during the pro-
gram.

District administration forms investigation team
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2288:: The dis-
trict administration has
formed an investigation team
in the matter of harassing the
employees on the manage-
ment of Maharani Hospital.
Other people including two
senior doctors have been
included in the investigation
team. It is being told that this
team will submit its report
next week. Only after that it
will be clear as to what is the
reality in this matter.

Superintendent of
Maharani Hospital Dr. Sanjay
Prasad informed about that
the complaint that came to
the fore by the employees. An
attempt was made to solve it.

After this, the Collector was
given full information about
the incident that happened. In
view of this, the district
administration has formed an
investigation team. He
informed that everything will
be clear in its report, based
upon which further action will
be taken.

It may be noted that
Jigyasa, a female lab worker
working in the District
Maharani Hospital, attempted
suicide by consuming an over-
dose of medicines. She was
admitted in the hospital for
treatment. At present her
condition is out of danger.
The female lab employee has

also disclosed the reasons for
suicide by posting a
WhatsApp status, in which
she has lamented serious alle-
gations against the doctors of
the Department of Pathology. 

However, this matter is
said to be going on for the last
6 months. In this regard, it is
also being said to complain
was made to the higher
authorities several times, but
to no avail. Despite this the
complaint did not yield any
result. After this the matter
has become serious due to
the attempt of suicide. At the
same time, the police is prob-
ing the matter after taking
the statement of the victim.

Speed up the revenue collection
of diversion, land rent

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2288::  Collector
Chandan Kumar gave instruc-
tions to speed up the work of
revenue collection in view of the
simplification done by the state
government for disposal of diver-
sion cases. He expressed happi-
ness over the progress of rev-
enue collection being done by
the Nazul branch.

Reviewing the development
works being conducted in the
district in the time-limit meeting
held at the district office on
Monday. The Collector directed
to resolve the cases of renaming,
partition and demarcation within
the time limit. He also gave
instructions to ensure the pay-
ment of compensation to the vic-

tims of natural calamity as soon
as possible. He also reviewed the
cases of caste certificates being
issued to school students. 

While reviewing the academic
activities, the Collector directed
to continuously monitor the aca-
demic progress of the children
through Academy Auditors in the
schools. Along with this, he also
gave instructions to issue map-
measles by marking the place for
sports grounds.

The Collector gave instruc-
tions to benefit infants, pregnant
and lactating mothers and ado-
lescent girls from the schemes of
the Women and Child
Development Department
through Anganwadi centers.
Apart from regularly providing
hot food, eggs and ragi pudding
to malnourished children and
pregnant mothers, instructions
were also given for the treatment

of infants in nutritional rehabili-
tation centres.

Reviewing the sale of vermi-
compost made in Gothans, he
instructed not to delay any kind
of amount in payment. He also
reviewed the progress of con-
struction of self-supporting
Gauthan and Rural Industrial
Park. The Collector also
reviewed the paddy purchase
and lifting work and gave
instructions to keep proper
arrangements for meeting,
drinking water and other require-
ments in the paddy purchase
centers for the farmers.

The Collector, while reviewing
the progress of construction
works approved under various
items including mining of ponds,
fair price shop and Anganwadi
center building under the Amrit
Sarovar scheme, gave instruc-
tions to complete the works
within the stipulated time limit.
Divisional Forest Officer DP
Sahu, Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Prakash
Sarve, Additional Collector
Haresh Mandavi and district level
officers of various departments
were present in the meeting.

Painting and slogan competition
in Atmanand School

Bemetara, Nov 28:
According to the guide-
lines received from
Akshay Urja Vikas Nigam
(CREDA), painting and
slogan writing competi-
tion on the topic “Energy
Conservation” was organ-
ized at Swami Atmanand
Excellent Hindi Medium
School (SAGEMS),
Bemetara.

In the said competition,
the institution’s class 9th
to 12th Students partici-
pated in large numbers.
The children displayed the
ideas of saving energy and
making more use of re-
newable energy with their
imagination in the pic-
ture, as well as writing the
message of spreading pub-
lic awareness through slo-
gan.

In -charge of the event
Lecturer Sunil Jha con-
cluded the competition
with his colleagues.

Lecturers Dinesh Gautam,
Hirendra Sahu, Richa
Mishra, Neha Thakur and
Santosh Mishra acted as
judges.

In painting, Monika
Sinha of 11th class stood
first, Afreen Khatoon of
10th class stood second,
and Akanksha of 11th

class stood first. Alisha
Tandon of 12th class,
Bhagyashree of 9th class
got 3rd position. In Slogan,
Reena Yadu of 12th class
stood first, Jyoti Verma of
12th class stood second
and jointly Seema Nishad,
Bhuvaneshwari Sahu got
3rd position. Principal of

the institution Kavita
Bachpayi, senior lecturer
BS Singh and all the teach-
ers of the institution ap-
preciated the artistic tal-
ent of the children and
congratulated them. The
first three ranked contest-
ants will participate in the
district level competition.

HNLU holds conclave on Constitutional Day 2022
Raipur, Nov 28: HNLU suc-
cessfully organized a
Conclave on Constitutional
Day on November 26th , 2022
at its campus with participa-
tion from HNLU fraternity
and students/faculty of ITM
and Kalinga Schools of Law.
Prof. V.C. Vivekanandan,
Vice Chancellor of HNLU in
his opening remarks high-
lighted the ongoing debate
of revisionism of Indian
Constitution and status quo
of the 70-year-old timeline
in which it was framed. He
stressed that the ‘core val-
ues’ of any constitution in
any country is to adhere to
the principles of ‘human
dignity’ ‘multi culturalism’
and ‘democratic process’ as
fundamental and the rest to
be part of the ‘particular
values’ which needs debate
and deliberation for sustain-
ing peace and progress of
the society.

The Chief guest of the
program, Prof. Ranbir
Singh, Pro-Chancellor, IILM
University in his address
dissected the term India and

Bharath in the constitution
and highlighted the two
India(s) where the haves and
have nots live together in
spite of the avowed goals of
the Constitution, and he
stressed upon the role of the
lawyers in obliterating the
in equality and injustice.

Prof. Venkat Rao, former
Vice Chancellor of NLSIU
Bangalore connected the in-
terface of Indian
Constitution by highlight-
ing the contribution of
Supreme Court in establish-
ing the concept of ‘Public
Trust’ and referred to
Justice Hidaytullah’s contri-
bution in Golaknath case
wherein  recognizing the
UN Human Rights declara-
tion as part of interfacing
the Indian Constitution

with International Law.
Other speakers included

Prof. Uday Shankar,
Registrar of HNLU speak-
ing on issues of
Fundamental Rights and
Welfare Goals, Reservation
issues, status of Writs and
importantly the unfinished
agenda of regulation of po-
litical parties.To enhance
their accountability. Dr.
Deepak Srivastava, Dean
UG (Law) at HNLU spoke on
Indian Constitution:
Reflections from
Comparative Perspective.
He spoke on the relevance of
Indian Constitution and
highlighted its multi-dimen-
sional role towards citizens.

Prof. Jellis Subhan, Head,
School of Law, ITM
University questioned the

status of equality and
human dignity in the back-
drop of the expanding in-
equality in the last few
decades and the ill treat-
ment of the marginalized
even today as failures of the
goals of constitution but
nevertheless the hope is
again the constitution to
change these wrongs to-
wards a better society.

Prof Vishnu Koonarayar,
Dean -Research at HNLU
summed up the delibera-
tions and emphasized on the
importance of article 21 as a
crucial aspect for achieving
the goals of the constitution
to overcome the shortcom-
ings. Prof AvinashSamal,
Dean of Social Sciences an-
chored the programme. The
conclave also witnessed the
release of the book “ The
Journey of Seven Decades –
Constitutional Discourse at
Cross Roads” an edited book
published by HNLU Press
and the first news letter of
the HNLU Alumni
Association – The Alumni
Connect.

IIT Bhilai showcased in 
UNESCO-India-Africa Hackathon
Raipur, Nov 28: The
International Affairs Team
of IIT Bhilai represented
the institute in the 4-day
U N E S C O - I n d i a - A f r i c a
Hackathon 2022 organized
by the Ministry of
Education in collaboration
with the Ministry of
External Affairs,
Government of India and
UNESCO. The program was
held at Noida from
November 22-25, 2022.

In this Hackathon, the
best young minds from
more than 21 African coun-
tries such as Tanzania,
Nigeria, Morocco, Kenya,
Mauritius, Namibia,
Zimbabwe etc. participated
along with India. Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh
Yogi Adityanath, inaugurat-
ed the programme. The pro-
gram witnessed more than
400 student participants
along with nearly 60 offi-
cials from various African
countries who travelled to
India to participate in this
event.

Dr Rukmankesh, Faculty-
in-Charge, International
Affairs along with P. Jaya
Teja, a PhD student of IIT
Bhilai, showcased the edu-
cation system and facilities
available for international
students in the institute.

During the programme, sev-
eral visiting students ex-
plored the IIT Bhilai stall
and were briefed on the
campus environment, aca-
demic structure, research
infrastructure and applica-
tion process among other
things.

During the valedictory
session, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankar and
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan ad-
dressed the participants.

In view of the UNESCO-
India-Africa Hackathon
Prof Rajiv Prakash,
Director IIT Bhilai said,
“This is a one of its kind
event that encourages
African and Indian institu-
tions to work in close col-
laboration and provides a
platform for the same.

Students from African
countries get to know about
Indian premier institutions
like IIT Bhilai where they
can pursue further stud-
ies”. He promoted the cre-
ation of a healthy and wel-
coming environment for
International students at
the Institute and added that
the aim of IIT Bhilai is to
establish itself as a front-
runner among world-class
institutes. He highlighted
the need to facilitate easy
mobility of brilliant,
young, foreign students to
the institute and to further
nurture these minds with
innovative ideas. The state-
of-the-art facilities at IIT
Bhilai will eventually help
the students to build their
careers as well as the na-
tion.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal meets Union
Tribal Affairs Minister

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 28: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal met Arjun
Munda, Minister of
Tribal Affairs,
Government of India,
on Nov 28, 2022 in Delhi.
Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal honored
Arjun Munda by pre-
senting him a bouquet.

Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal
discussed that Guru
Ghasidas Central
University is the only
Central University of
Chhattisgarh which has
been making active and
positive efforts for the
upliftment of the tribal
region and its inhabi-
tants in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The Vice-
Chancellor informed
the  Minister that Guru
Ghasidas Central
University is leading in
a cluster mode with

IGNTU Amarkantak,
Central University of
Odisha and Central
University of
Jharkhand to preserve
and maintain the lan-
guages, culture, knowl-
edge, tradition and folk
arts of the tribal com-
munity.

The Department of
Anthropology and
Tribal Development, the
Department of Rural
Technology and
Department of Social
Work have been work-
ing through various
projects focusing on the

integrated socio-eco-
nomic development of
the Tribals.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal also dis-
cussed in detail the book
edited on Bhagwan
Birsa Munda, the pride
of the tribal in Indian
freedom fighting move-
ment. He said that on
the occasion of the 147th
birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda,
the second Tribal Pride
Week was successfully
organized in the
University.

Bhagwan Birsa
Munda’s life gives the
message of courage and
high moral values
which is our responsi-
bility to convey to the
youth. Honorable
Minister Shri Munda
appreciated the efforts
of the University.

Vice-Chancellor gave
information about the
books being prepared by
the university on the
tribal heroes of the
Indian freedom fighting
movement.

He told that the
University is trying to
give proper prestige and
honor to such freedom
fighters whose contribu-
tion has been forgotten
or not recorded at all by
publishing books after
conducting extensive
study, research and
analysis on them.

Prof. Chakrawal said
that the “Center for
Integrated Community
Empowerment and
S u s t a i n a b l e
Development through
Training of Scheduled
Tribes in Chhattisgarh”
project is being run in
the University under
which students belong-
ing to the tribal commu-
nity are being provided
with free residential fa-
cilities to prepare for
various national and
state level competitive
examinations.

Along with this,
adopting the maxim of
employment-oriented
education, skill develop-
ment and value-based
education mentioned in

the National Education
Policy 2020, the
“ S w a v a l a m b i
Chhattisgarh” scheme
is also being run by the
University.

Arjun Munda,
Minister of Tribal
Affairs, Government of
India, expressed happi-
ness over the continu-
ous progress of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University. Vice-
Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal invited
Arjun Munda to visit
the University which
was accepted by the
Minister and said that
he would come in the
near future. He hoped
that on the basis of the
implementation of the
National Education
Policy 2020 and the work
being done in the areas
of tribal development,
the University will be-
come the leading univer-
sity of the country in
the field academics, re-
search and other extra-
curricular activities in
the coming years.
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Teachers and students
of the school were
thrilled to see the pres-
entation of Mahishasur
Mardini

Collector issues
instructions in the
Time-Limit meeting

Raipur, Nov 28: The
annual sports meet
of Shri Gujrati
Higher Secondary
School is presently
underway and on
November 26 events
like Badminton,
Kho-Kho, chair race,
kabaddi etc were or-
ganized. The sports com- petition are organized on

every Saturday and
the competitions are
organized in differ-
ent groups( boys and
girls) for Class VI to
VIII, IX and X and XI
and XII. The final re-
sults will be an-
nounced next
Saturday, informs

Anis Memon Principal.

Annual Sports Meet of Shri Gujrati School rolls out

Two-day workshop gets under way
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2288:: Under the joint aegis of Vivekanand Mahavidyalya
and Agrasen College Purani Basti two days workshop got under-
way on November 28 and 29.
The first phase of workshop
was organised on November 28
from 10 am at Vivekanand
Mahavidyalya in presence of
Dr Manoj Mishra Principal
Vivekanand Mahavidyalya, Dr
Y K Rajpoot Principal Agrasen
College and Zakir Ali Principal
Dabke Law College. The topic
for the workshop is ‘Recent
Trends in Digital Marketing and
E-commerce’ and keynote
speaker was Dr Ashish Dubey Assistant Professor Commerce
Department while in the second half Sudhanshu Jaiswal (Regional
Digital Manager Bank of Baroda, Raipur ) threw light on the digi-
tal transactions. The second day of the workshop and concluding
session is scheduled on November 29 from10 am at Agrasen
College. 



Dialysis unit acting as
boon for Kidney patients

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 28: In the District
Hospital Mungeli after getting
the Dialysis facility, a total of 480
patients have availed this facili-
ty. On installation of dialysis
unit, the patients are being pro-
vided this facility free of cost
and they did not have go out for
the same. The District Hospital
under the modernisation pro-
gramme has got sanction for
'Hamar Lab', CT-scan facility,
Eye Hospital and CR Machine
for Orthopaedic patients.

The expansion in the District
Hospital is going on these days.
The Dialysis unit is the latest to
have being provided for the
Kidney patients. So far a total of
480 patients have taken benefit
from this unit installed last in
June 2022. This unit is being run
through government operated
Sanjeevani and arrangement of 3
from medical staff has been made
for the same.

This includes two technicians
and 1 house-keeping person. In
this unit with 4 beds, one 45 yr old
Shankar Lal R/o Dallapar in-
formed that he is undergoing

Dialysis for last two years and for
which earlier he had to go to
neighbouring districts and which
used to pose financial and mental
burden to him and his family.
After installation of this Dialysis
unit he has so far availed facility
4-5 times.

In the same way, a 16 yr old
Indal Sonkar S/o Balram Sonkar
informed that initially this
Dialysis used to cost him around
Rs 4-5000, but with opening of
this Dialysis unit, he is availing
this facility free of cost and now
he does not have to go out for
treatment.

Civil Surgeon District Hospital
cum Chief Superintendent of the
Hospital Dr MK Rai informed that
there has been regular expansion
of medical and health facilities in
the District Hospital. Soon it will
be lased with 'Hamar Lab', CT-
Scan, Eye Hospital, and CR-ma-
chine for Orthopaedic patients.
The tender procedure is complete
and soon this facility will be pro-
vided to the patients.

From 'Hamar Lab' they will get
testing for 109 different types of
pathological tests and at present it
is 40-50. In this way there will be
increase of 69 more tests, includ-
ing different tests for blood cul-
ture. Apart from this tests related
to Hormone culture, Microbiology
and special Cytrology test have
also being included.

Number of paddy procurement centers increased to 162 
Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Nov 28:
Keeping in view the
convenience of the vil-
lagers-farmers, the
state government has
given permission to
open new centers at
Baherapali of
Mahasamund develop-
ment block Saraipali
and Dongripali of
Pithora district of
Mahasamund district.

Orders to this effect
have been issued today
by the Ministry of Food
and Civil Supplies and

Consumer Protection
Department of the State
G o v e r n m e n t
(Mahanadi Bhawan).

It has been said in the
issued order that the
nearest villages will be
determined by the col-
lector for the sale of
paddy in the purchase
center. With the open-
ing of the new paddy
purchase center, there
will be a lot of conven-
ience in selling paddy to
the villagers and farm-
ers around the village-
and now the number of
paddy procurement

centers has increased to
162 in the district.

Collector Nilesh
Kumar Kshirsagar has
given necessary instruc-
tions to the officers of
the concerned depart-
ment to make
n e c e s s a r y
preparations for
the new paddy
purchase center
and to deter-
mine the near-
est villages for
the sale of
paddy in the
new purchase
center. To be in-

formed, in the last
Kharif season in
Mahasamund district,
paddy was procured in
152 procurement cen-
tres and permission was
granted to open three

new paddy procurement
centers in the first
phase in the current
Kharif season and with
the opening of 10 new
paddy procurement cen-
ters, now there will be

162 paddy procurement
centers in the district.
The estimated quantity
of paddy procurement
in the district this year
has been set at more
than 86 lakh quintals.

BJYM demonstrates
against electricity bill

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 28: Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha Rajim
Mandal burnt the effigy of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Pandit Sunderlal
Sharma Chowk, the heart
of the city and submitted a
memorandum against
hiked electricity bill.

BJYM District Vice
President Rikesh Sahu said
that by hatching a false con-
spiracy against
Bhanupratappur BJP can-
didate Bramhanand
Netam, the Congress tried
to destroy tribal pride and
it has become the job of the

Congress to make false al-
legations. Congress had
made 36 promises in the
election manifesto,one of
which was promised to
halve the electricity bill,
but here the electricity
bill is going to be halved,
triple bill is coming, Sahu
alleged. On this occasion,
Vidhansabha in-charge
Rikesh Sahu, Mandal
President Mohnish Singh
Thakur, Vice President
Yash Kahar, General
Secretary Mohit Sahu,
Minister Chandu Sahu,
Publicity Minister
Omkar Yadu, Social cum
media in-charge Lokesh

Sharma (Dadu), Co-train-
ing chief Lokesh Sahu,
Akhilesh Gupta,
Executives Sonu Yadav and
many others were present.

INC fields senior leaders to campaign
for Bhanupratappur by-poll

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Nov 28: After the
Bhanupratappur by-elec-
tion nomination, the
Congress party has
stepped up its campaign
and fielded senior leaders
in the election season and
Senior MLA Dhanendra
Sahu, who reached Korer
Selegaon for the election
campaign, gave important
tips to win the election by
taking a meeting of the
workers, as part of the
campaigning program and
met various social organi-
zations and sought sup-
port for the victory of
Congress candidate
Savitri Mandavi.

Addressing the sector
and booth in-charges,
Sahu said that the
Bhupesh government of
Chhattisgarh Congress is
running many public wel-

fare schemes and as per
the recommendation of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the benefits of all
the schemes of the gov-
ernment are reaching the
last person.

He said that as soon as
Bhupesh Baghel became
the Chief Minister, farm-
ers' loans were first

waived, the electricity bill
was halved and under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Rural Landless
Agricultural Laborer
Justice Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, work is
being done to deposit
money in the accounts of
farmers, landless laborers

and livestock farmers.
Shree Dhanwantri

Medical Store is being op-
erated to give relief to the
common people from ex-
pensive medicines,
through which generic
medicines are being made
available to the people at a
cheaper rate and Swami
Atmanand Government

English Medium School is
being run to provide qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren in English medium,
he said.

He appealed to the
workers to seek votes in
favor of the party candi-
date by reaching out to the
general voters and preach
all the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment and the develop-
ment works done in the
area by late Manoj
Mandavi.

On this occasion Sewo
Potai, Backward Classes
Commission member
Girwar Sahu, Selegaon
Sector Incharge Shoaib
Khan, District Congress
General Secretary Pyare
Sahu, District Sahu Sangh
Kanker President
Govindram Sahu, Munna
Sahu, Booth President
Mannu Jain, Shiv Sen,
Bhagirathi Sevta, Prem
Bhuarya, Ishwar Nareti,
Dariyav Koreti, Ganpat
Patel and other Congress
workers were present.
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p Soon to get Hamar
Lab, CT-Scan and HR
Machine for Ortho

p Dhanendra Sahu
gives tips to party
workers
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Former BJP minister
Jaynarayan Vyas joins Cong

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Former Gujarat minister
Jaynarayan Vyas, the face of
the Gujarat government in
TV debates when Narendra
Modi was the chief minister,
on Monday joined the
Congress.

On his decision to quit the
BJP after over three
decades, the former
spokesperson of the Gujarat
government said, “I saw a
large banyan tree expanding

there. And you know noth-
ing grows under the banyan
tree.”

Vyas, who quit the BJP
earlier this month, joined
the Congress in presence of
its president Mallikarjun
Kharge, who inducted the
75-year-old into the party.
Rajasthan Chief Minister
and Congress veteran
Ashok Gehlot welcomed
Vyas into the party fold.

His son Samir Vyas also
joined the Congress.

Addressing the media,
Vyas lauded Rahul Gandhi
and the Congress for the
party’s internal democracy.

An alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Technology
Bombay, Vyas served as the
minister of health and fami-
ly welfare in the Gujarat
BJP government between
2007 and 2012 when
Narendra Modi was the
chief minister.

He was defeated in the
subsequent Assembly elec-
tions in 2012 and 2017.

Referring to the BJP’s de-
cision to replace Gujarat
chief ministers over the last
few years and to change the
entire cabinet in 2021,
Jaynarayan Vyas claimed it
was not in the interest of the
state. “If Gujarat is run by
leaders who do not care even
when removed from the min-
istry, then this is not in the
interest of Gujarat. Those
who care about the interest
of Gujarat should speak up,”
he said. The former minister
said he has followed the
Bharat Jodo Yatra and
Rahul Gandhi is a leader not
only of the Congress but
everybody “who thinks of
himself as an Indian and be-
lieves in democracy.”

ALLIES TURN ADVERSARIES

Patna, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) and
the BJP are locked in a
straight contest, for the
first time since they broke
up nearly four months
ago, in the by-election to
Kurhani assembly seat.

The by-poll, scheduled
for December 5, has been
necessitated by the dis-
qualification of sitting
MLA Anil Kumar Sahani,
who had won the seat in
the 2020 assembly elec-
tions on an RJD ticket.

The RJD, which aligned
with Kumar after the up-
heaval in August, has de-

cided to back the JD(U),
which it had, incidentally,
defeated in the assembly
polls two years ago to
wrest the seat from the
NDA.

Altogether 13 candi-
dates are in the fray
though the contest is
being seen as primarily
between JD(U)’s Manoj
Singh Kushwaha and
BJP’s Kedar Prasad
Gupta, both of whom
have won the seat in the
past for their respective
parties.

Both parties are, pre-
dictably, claiming that
they enjoy the over-
whelming support of the
constituency’s 3.12 lakh
voters.

The mandate will be
known when the votes are

counted on December 8.
“The recent by-polls in

Mokama and Gopalganj
make one thing clear that
Nitish Kumar is no longer
a force to reckon with in
Bihar. His party’s support
could not help the RJD in
either seat”, said Jibesh
Kumar

Mishra, a BJP MLA
who held a cabinet berth
till his part was stripped
of power.

He said the BJP was
able to reduce the RJD’s
margin of victory in
Mokama and retain
Gopalganj, “which is
ample proof that Nitish
Kumar brings nothing to
the table. We are amused
that a veteran like Lalu
Prasad (RJD president)
genuflected and agreed to

throw away Kurhani by
letting the JD(U) fight the
seat”.

The ex-minister’s aver-
ment is in line with the
strategy of the BJP which
now finds itself against a
seven-party coalition and
pins its hopes on a possi-
ble acrimony between the
two biggest partners of
the Grand Alliance, both
of which have bitterly
fought each other for
years.

However, JD(U) nation-
al president Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias “Lalan”, who
has been campaigning ex-
tensively in Kurhani,
claims that the BJP was
“on the decline in Bihar,
losing the support of so-
cial segments it once
counted on”.

IIT Madras students unveil institute’s
first electric racing car

Chennai, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) students on
Monday launched the insti-
tute’s first electric formula
racing car and they intend
nurturing real-world techni-
cal expertise among engi-
neering students.

Built completely by stu-
dents of ‘Team Raftar,’ the
formula car ‘RF23’ is the re-
sult of a year-long process
in which the team under-
took the design, manufac-
turing, and testing, an IIT
Madras press release said.

In terms of performance,
the students expect to see
significant improvements
in speed and lap times in
view of the higher power

delivered by electric drive,
comparatively better than
the earlier internal combus-
tion engine model.

Team Raftar comprises 45
students from various disci-
plines and it is one of the
competition teams of the
Centre For Innovation (CFI)
at IIT Madras. “The team
looks forward to represent-
ing India at International
level, fostering industry-
standard engineering prac-
tices and nurture real-world
technical expertise among
engineering students.”
After unveiling ‘RF23,” Prof
V Kamakoti, Director, IIT
Madras, said, “The shift
from combustion to electric
vehicle was just as drastic
as it was necessary, keeping
in line with the global trend

of moving towards sustain-
able transportation. With
global electric vehicle in-
dustry still in its nascent
state, the potential for
growth and technological
advancement in this arena
is huge.” Team Raftar aims
to become the best Formula
Student team in the world.
It intends to promote
Formula student culture in
the country with continu-
ous innovation and sustain-
able technological advance-
ment. “As a Formula stu-
dent team, Raftar specialis-
es in designing, building,
and racing a high-perform-
ance race car every year to
compete in Formula
Student competitions
against top engineering in-
stitutions across the world.”

‘Will ask HC to consider afresh anticipatory bail pleas’
New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Monday it will ask the
Kerala High Court to con-
sider afresh the anticipato-
ry bail pleas of four people,
including a former Director
General of Police (DGP), in
a case of alleged frame-up
of scientist Nambi
Narayanan in the 1994 ISRO
espionage matter.

It was hearing the CBI’s
appeal against the high
court order granting bail to
former Gujarat DGP R B
Sreekumar, two former po-
lice officers of Kerala — S
Vijayan and Thampi S
Durga Dutt, and a retired
intelligence official P S
Jayaprakash.

“What we propose is this
..We will say high court to
consider the anticipatory
bail applications afresh

without in any way being
influenced by any observa-
tions,” said a bench headed
by Justice MR Shah.

Sreekumar was then the
Deputy Director of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB).

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice CT Ravikumar,
added it will, in the mean-
time, continue the protec-
tion from arrest granted to
them.

The court observed the

high court, in the order
under challenge, commit-
ted certain errors including
not considering and dealing
with the individual allega-
tions made by the accused.

“Two things high court
has committed wrong . The
observation by the DK Jain
committee (pertaining to
the role of erring police of-
ficials in the 1994 espionage
case) has not been consid-
ered at all. Individual alle-
gations of each accused has
not been dealt with and con-
sidered at all,” the court
said.

“We will pass order ac-
cordingly. We will ask the
high court to decide. We are
continuing the protection
Let the high court consider
everything afresh,” stated
the court.

Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing

for CBI, argued the case
was serious and did not
concern a “private offence”
but an “offence against the
nation”, and the high court
could not have granted an-
ticipatory bail to the ac-
cused.

He said the CBI probe
was initiated pursuant to
the directions of the apex
court to find out whether
foreign powers were in-
volved.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal appeared for the then
IB official and defended the
high court order, saying
there was no allegation
against him in the FIR and
there was no basis to seek
his custody for investiga-
tion.

The apex court had in
November last year issued
notice on the CBI’s plea
filed in the matter.

‘Meghalaya to set up border
posts at sensitive areas’

Shillong, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Following last week vio-
lence at Mukroh which led
to the killing of six per-
sons, Meghalaya govern-
ment on Monday decided
to set up border outposts
in sensitive areas along
the inter-state border,
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma said.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced the decision after
chairing an all-party meet-
ing attended by local
MLAs from Jaintia Hills
where they were briefed
on actions that have been
taken and the future
course of action by the
state government follow-
ing the firing incident at
Mukroh in which 5 local

villagers and a forest
guard from Assam lost
their lives.

“Informed the political
leaders that the Cabinet
will sit tomorrow to fi-
nalise the list of the vari-
ous Border Outposts
(BOPs) that will be set up
in sensitive areas,” the

Chief Minister said in a
statement.

He said, “Necessary
steps will be taken to
make border residents
safe and secured.”

Condemning the firing
at Mukroh, Sangma ob-
served a 2 minute silence
to mourn the dead. He also
said, “Mukroh firing inci-
dent is a personal loss to
the state of Meghalaya. I
have appealed to all politi-
cal leaders to work togeth-
er to ensure normalcy re-
turns and no further vio-
lence occur in the State.”

The Chief Minister also
said the police have regis-
tered a case against those
involved in assault and in-
timidation inside the
Shillong Civil Hospital

last week.
“Such violent acts are

unacceptable. Actions will
be taken as per law
against individuals,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the state
government on Monday
withdrew its order with-
drawing mobile internet
services across the 7 dis-
tricts in the Khasi Jaintia
Hills region affected by
the November 22 firing at
Mukroh where six people
died after firing by Assam
Police.

Heavy security remains
deployed at the disputed
area along the Assam-
Meghalaya border, where
six people were killed fol-
lowing violent clashes, of-
ficials said.

PRATISHTA MAHOTSAV

Devotees offer prayers at Dadawadi Mandir on the occasion of ‘Pratishta Mahotsav’,
in old city of Hyderabad, Monday. 

TRIBUTE TO FRIEDRICH ENGELS

Left Front Chairman Biman Bose arrives to pay tribute to German philosopher

Friedrich Engels on the occasion of his birth anniversary, in Kolkata, Monday.

‘Father’ is the word
that always resonates

with God. The word car-
ries an abundance of emo-
tions. The word that gives
us a sense of protection. I
still remember when I was
a boy of eleven or twelve, I
came from school crying
the whole way and locked
myself in a room. My
mother tried her best to
console me and asked me
what happened, but I was
not in the mood to tell her
anything. Later, in the
evening, my father came
from work and came to
talk to me. He was a seri-
ous and intimidating man.
When he asked me what
happened, I could not stop
myself from telling him
everything. I told him how
my friends in school
teased me for not having
sports shoes, and how they
all made fun of me. My
dad listened to everything
without saying a word.
After I finished, he told me
to have dinner and sleep
early.

Two days after the fias-
co, when I came back from
school, I saw a box on my

table. As I opened the box,
my new sports shoes
peeked from inside. I knew
it was my father who gift-
ed me this treasure. I was
so happy that day my joy
knew no bounds. I showed
my new shoes to everyone
in the neighborhood.
When I saw my father, I
hugged him tightly saying
thank you over and over
again. Dad said nothing.
He just hugged me tightly
and kept smiling. The next
day, I woke earlier than

usual, excited to show my
new shoes to my friends
who had teased me earlier.
As I was getting ready, I
heard my ma ask my dad
why he bought me new
shoes with the money that
he was saving for a few
months to buy shoes for
himself. To this, my dad
replied, “Did you see the
happiness on our child’s
face when he hugged me?
The glow on his face is
what matters the most.”
Something came into my

mind, and I went to check
the shoe dad wore every
day. What I saw broke my
heart. Not only his shoes
were worn out, but the
soles were also coming off
them. It must be painful
for him to wear those
shoes every day. That day I
understood how much my
dad sacrificed to provide
for our family. That day, he
became my superhero.
Just as I can rely on super-
heroes to save the day, I
knew I can rely on my real-
life superhero- my father,
to help me solve my prob-
lems, and help me get
through them!

Dad never told me how
to live; he lived, and let me
watch him do it. My dad
was a man of few words,
but his actions showed his
deep and unconditional
love for me. He gave me
wings and told me to fly as
high as I want. He never
left the ground, but his
eyes were always follow-
ing me, watching me, pro-
tecting me.

Atul Malikram       
(Political analyst)

‘The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature’

BRIEF

Priority
 Gorakhpur: Chief

Minister Yogi
Adityanath on
Monday said resolving
people’s problems was
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s priority
and instructed offi-
cials to act swiftly to
address their griev-
ances. During
Monday’s Janata
Darshan here,
Adityanath heard the
grievances of nearly
600 people and assured
them of all possible
support. The govern-
ment will ensure that
every issue is resolved
quickly and satisfacto-
rily, he said.

Bomb threat 
 New Delhi: A top pri-

vate school in south
Delhi on Monday re-
ceived an email claim-
ing a bomb inside the
campus, following
which the premises
were evacuated for a
thorough search, po-
lice said. On Monday
at 1.19 pm, an email
was received on the of-
ficial mail account of
the Indian Public
School, Sadiq Nagar,
regarding a bomb
being placed in the
premises of the
school, Deputy
Commissioner of
Police (south)
Chandan Chowdhary
said.

ISKCON 
 Bengaluru: ISKCON

Bangalore group of
temples aims to dis-
tribute one lakh
Bhagavad Gita copies
during the month-long
‘Gita Daan Yajna’,
which would be inau-
gurated by Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh here on
December 3. Seminars
and philosophical dis-
cussions based on the
Bhagavad Gita will
also be organised dur-
ing this period,
ISKCON Bangalore
said in a statement on
Monday.

Resign
 Shillong: Two MLAs

of the ruling NPP in
Meghalaya and one of
the opposition TMC
resigned from the
Assembly on Monday,
dealing a blow to the
two parties. NPP legis-
lators — Ferlin
Sangma, Benedic
Marak and TMC’s HM
Shangpliang submit-
ted their resignations
to Speaker Metbah
Lyngdoh during the
day, Assembly com-
missioner and secre-
tary Andrew Simons
told PTI.

Raped 
 Jaipur: A 15-year-old

girl was allegedly
raped several times by
a neighbour in Pratap
Nagar area here on a
pretext of marriage,
police said on Monday.
A case has been regis-
tered accused youth
Pawan Tyagi who has
been missing for the
last one-and-a-half-
month and his mobile
is also switched off,
Pratap Nagar Station
House Officer (SHO)
Bhajan Lal said.

Deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav performs 
‘abhishek’ as he offers
prayers during a visit to
the Vishnupad Temple, in
Gaya, Monday. 

ISRO ESPIONAGE CASE

BJP and JD(U) fight it out 
 In Kurhani assembly

seat by-poll

Former BJP leader Jay Narayan Vyas after he joined
Congress Party in the presence of party President
Mallikarjun Kharge and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot during a press conference ahead of the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad, Monday.



PLANE CRASH

A small plane rests on live power lines after crashing, Sunday, in Montgomery Village,
a northern suburb of Gaithersburg.

ALL SET FOR SPACE TRAVEL

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, from left, Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-15 mis-
sion Zhang Lu, Fei Junlong and Deng Qingming wave during a meeting of the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwest China on Monday. 
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Baghdad, Nov 28 (AP): 

The niece of Iranian
Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khameni is
calling on people to pres-
sure their governments to
cut ties with Tehran over
it’s violent suppression of
anti-government protests.

In a video posted online
by her France-based
brother, Farideh
Moradkhani, urged “con-
scientious people of the
world” to support Iranian
protesters. The video was
shared online this week
after Moradkhani’s re-
ported arrest on Nov 23,
according to US-based
rights monitor HRANA.

Moradkhani is a long-
time activist who’s late fa-
ther was an opposition
figure married to
Khamenei’s sister is the
closest member of the
supreme leader’s family
to be arrested. The
branch of the family have
opposted Khamenei for
decades and Moradkhani

has been imprisoned on
previous occasions for
her activism.

“I ask the conscien-
tious people of the world
to stand by us and ask
their governments not to
react with empty words
and slogans but with real
action and stop any deal-
ings with this regime,”
she said in her video
statement.

The protests, now in
their third month, have
faced a brutal crackdown
by Iranian security forces
using live ammunition,
rubber bullets and tear
gas to suppress demon-
strations. At least 451 peo-
ple have been killed, in-
cluding 63 minors, ac-
cording to HRANA.
Another 18,173 have been
detained, the rights moni-
tor reports.

Despite the crackdown,
demonstrations are ongo-
ing and scattered across
cities. The unrest was
sparked by the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini

in police custody in
Tehran for violating the

Islamic Republic’s strict
dress code.

Niece of supreme leader asks world to cut ties with Iran

Harare (Zimbabwe), Nov 28 (AP): 

Electricity shortages
that have been plaguing
Zimbabwe are set to
worsen after an author-
ity that manages the
country’s biggest dam
said water levels are
now too low to continue
power generation activ-
ities. The Zambezi
River Authority, which
runs the Kariba Dam
jointly owned by
Zimbabwe and neigh-
bouring Zambia, said in
a letter dated November
25 that water levels are
at a record low and elec-
tricity generation must
stop.

The Kariba South
Hydro Power Station
provides Zimbabwe
with about 70 per cent
of its electricity and

has been producing sig-
nificantly less than its
capacity of 1,050
megawatts in recent
years due to receding
water levels caused by
droughts.

The Kariba plant has
been generating 572
megawatts of the 782
megawatts of electrici-
ty produced in the
country, according to
the website of the state-
run power firm,
Zimbabwe Power
Company.

The dam “no longer
has any usable water to
continue undertaking
power generation oper-
ations,” said the au-
thority’s chief execu-
tive officer, Munyaradzi
Munodawafa, in a letter
to the Zimbabwe Power
Company.

The authority “is left
with no choice” except
to “wholly suspend”
power generation activ-
ities pending a review
in January when water
levels are expected to
have improved, said
Munodawafa in the let-
ter seen by The
Associated Press and
widely reported in local
media.

The authority has
been reporting low
levels of water at
Kariba Dam during
this period preceding
the rainy season in re-
cent years, but not
enough to shut down
power generation ac-
tivities.

Coal fired power sta-
tions that also provide
some electricity are
unreliable due to

aging infrastructure
that constantly breaks
down, while the coun-
try’s solar potential is
yet to be fully developed
to meaningfully aug-
ment supply.

Households and in-
dustries have been
going for hours, and at
times days, without
electricity due to short-

ages in recent months.
The State-run Herald

newspaper reported on
Monday that an ongo-
ing expansion of a
major coal-fired power
station, Hwange, could
help plug the shortages
exacerbated by the
Kariba plant shutdown
if it goes live by year-
end as scheduled.

Water levels in Zimbabwe’s biggest dam too low for power

Honolulu, Nov 28 (AP): 

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa,
the world’s largest active
volcano, has started to
erupt, prompting vol-
canic ash and debris to
fall nearby, authorities
said Monday.

The eruption began
late Sunday night in the
summit caldera of the
volcano on the Big
Island, the US Geological
Survey said. Early
Monday, it said lava
flows were contained
within the summit area
and weren’t threatening
nearby communities.

The agency warned
residents at risk from
Mauna Loa lava flows
should review their
eruption preparations.

Scientists had been on
alert because of a recent
spike in earthquakes at
the summit of the vol-
cano, which last erupted
in 1984.

Mauna Loa, rising
13,679 feet (4,169 metres)
above sea level, is the
much larger neighbour
to Kilauea volcano,
which erupted in a resi-
dential neighbourhood
and destroyed 700 homes
in 2018. Some of its
slopes are much steeper
than Kilauea’s so when it
erupts, its lava can flow
much faster.

During a 1950 erup-
tion, the mountain’s lava
travelled 15 miles (24
kilometres) to the ocean
in less than three hours.
(AP)

Hawaii’s Mauna
Loa starts to erupt

Jerusalem, Nov 28 (AP) 

Former Israeli prime
minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has struck a
coalition deal with a
small ultranationalist fac-
tion leader known for ho-
mophobic rhetoric and
disparaging remarks
about non-Orthodox
Jews, a sign of the
prospective government’s
hardline makeup.

Netanyahu’s Likud
party announced Sunday
that the agreement names
Noam faction leader Avi
Maoz as a deputy minis-
ter whose portfolio in-
cludes an office bolstering
Jewish identity among
Israelis.

The incremental step is
part of Netanyahu’s ef-
fort to hammer out a

power-sharing agreement
with his potential ultra-
Orthodox and ultrana-
tionalist allies following
the Nov 1 parliamentary
election. Netanyahu
stands poised to form one
of the most hardline reli-
gious and nationalist gov-
ernments in Israel’s his-
tory. Maoz is a Jewish fun-
damentalist and West
Bank settler who is an
outspoken opponent to
LGBTQ rights and
women serving in the mil-
itary, and has voiced op-
position to Arabs teach-
ing Jewish students in
Israeli schools.

He has denied the legiti-
macy of non-Orthodox
Judaism, including the
Reform and Conservative
movements, which are
marginal in Israel but

dominant in the US and
have long provided the
country with financial
and diplomatic support.

Maoz said in a state-
ment that the deal with
Likud was the “first step
in returning the soul to
the country”.

Maoz’s Noam faction
ran in the last elections
on a joint ticket with
Itamar Ben-Gvir and
Bezalel Smotrich’s
Religious Zionism party,
which won 14 seats in the
120-member Israeli parlia-
ment, the Knesset, mak-
ing it the third-largest fac-
tion.

Netanyahu’s Likud
party has yet to finalise
its coalition agreement
with all its prospective al-
lies and form a govern-
ment.

Likud signs coalition deal with
anti-LGBTQ radical

Beijing, Nov 28 (PTI): 

China on Monday dis-
missed concerns over its
controversial zero-COVID
policy in the face of un-
precedented demonstra-
tions, which have spread
to Beijing even as it report-
ed close to 40,000 coron-
avirus cases and authori-
ties scrambled to contain
the fresh surge in infec-
tions and protests against
the Xi Jinping regime.

The protests, which
comes nearly a month
after President Xi was
elected as the ruling
party’s top leader for a
third consecutive term,
have spread to Shanghai,

Beijing and many parts of
the country in the last few
days against the stringent
policy under which cities
and localities are kept
under prolonged lock-
downs and isolations.

Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian also defended the
arrest of a BBC journalist
covering the demonstra-
tions in Shanghai, main-
taining that the scribe did
not present his media 
credentials.

China defends zero-Covid policy
in the face of massive protests

Kyiv, Nov 28 (AP): 

Ukraine prepared for
more Russian strikes on
Monday and warned of
the possibility for a new
round of evacuations from
the capital during a rela-
tive lull from the airstrikes
on energy facilities and
other key infrastructure
in recent weeks.

In the West, meanwhile,
preparations were stepped
up to boost humanitarian
aid to Ukraine so that the
population can enjoy some
warmth during their cold-
est months of need and
keep the resolve of the na-
tion as high as possible.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
warned that Russian
troops “are preparing new
strikes and as long as they
have missiles, they won’t
stop.” “The upcoming
week can be as hard as the

one that passed,” he said.
In the capital, Kyiv,

Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said that part of the city’s
3 million people might
well have to be evacuated
to places where essential
services would be less
prone to shutdowns
caused by missile attacks.

Russia has pounded en-
ergy facilities around Kyiv
with a barrage of missile
strikes, resulting in power
outages and halts in water
supplies to the city.

And with temperatures
hovering around freezing,
and expected to dip as low
as minus 11C (12
Fahrenheit) in little more
than a week, international
help was increasingly fo-
cused on items like gener-
ators and autotransform-
ers, to make sure black-
outs that affect everything
from kitchens to operating
rooms are as limited and
short as possible.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin “continues
trying to make Ukraine a

black hole no light, no elec-
tricity, no heating to put
the Ukrainians into the
darkness and the cold,”
said European foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell.
“So we have to continue
our support providing
more material for the
Ukrainians to face the
winter without electrici-
ty.”

Borrell was leading a
meeting of EU ministers
that would specifically
“look at the Ukrainian
war from the point of view
of a humanitarian crisis.”

Over the next three days
NATO top officials and for-
eign ministers will be
gathering in Bucharest,
Romania, where such hu-
manitarian aspects will
also be assessed.

Ukraine’s energy
provider Ukrenergo said
Monday that it is still
short 27 per cent of output
after Russian strikes on
energy infrastructure.
“The scale and complexity
of the damage are high,

and repair works have
continued around the
clock,” the company said
in a statement.

Power supply was re-
stored to 17 per cent of res-
idents in the southern city
of Kherson, which
Ukraine reclaimed earlier
this month. The Russians
have continued pounding
the city with artillery bar-
rages.

Ukraine’s presidential
office said Monday that at
least four civilians were
killed and 11 others
wounded in the latest
Russian attacks. It said in-
tense fighting is continu-
ing along the front line in
the east, with the Russians
shelling Bakhmut and
Toretsk at the epicentre of
the fighting.

“People are sheltering
in the basements, many of
which are filled by water,”
said Donetsk Gov. Pavlo
Kyrylenko. “They have
been living in catastrophic
conditions without power
or heating.”

Ukraine on edge for more attacks
West eyes 
humanitarian aid

Workers in protective gear gather for their duties in
Beijing, Monday.

Reports nearly
40,000 fresh cases
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Accountability missing
The business houses, includ-

ing the industry, have to cater
to the ‘needs’ of the official-
dom and various regulators.
This complicity of vested inter-
ests drives the ubiquitous
greed and hampers a fair in-
vestigation to dig out lapses
and scandals. That which
should be everybody’s busi-
ness is nobody’s business — all
authority, no accountability!
The urgent need of the hour is
that different regulators syner-
gise, with intra- and inter-de-
partmental controls under one
roof, paving the way for deal-
ing with the government as a
single entity for the smooth op-
eration of any business — a
sine qua non to improve em-
ployment figures and the GDP.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Encourage young 
leaders

Gehlot’s outburst seems to
have taken the acrimony and
bitterness over the power tus-
sle in Rajasthan to a point of no
return. The Congress is in a
Catch-22 situation, attempting
a turnaround in its political for-
tunes through the Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Gehlot, an astute politi-
cian, should have been more
discreet in the choice of words,
accusation or time as Pilot, a
young and dynamic face, is
also not a pushover. Right
moves could have been made
to buy peace as the sterling
role of Pilot as president in the
Rajasthan Congress, ascending
to power in 2018, can’t be
wished away. Younger leader-
ship has to be given space and
charge sooner or later. Why
can’t such grace and niceties
be expected from senior lead-
ership? Is the attachment to
power too strong to have any
room for such sentiments?

GP CAPT JS BOPARAI (RETD),
by mail

Women’s rightful place
A society that is unable to

respect, protect and nurture its
women loses its moral moor-
ings and runs adrift. In Indian
society, a woman occupies a
vital and venerable place. The
Vedas glorified her as the cre-
ator, one who gave life and
worshipped her as a devi or
goddess. At the same time,
however, she found herself
suppressed and subjugated in
a patriarchal society. Serious
efforts are needed to combat
heinous crimes; and if it does
occur, society must not further
victimise the victim. Whenever
something goes wrong,
women are blamed for trans-
gressing social norms, and
thereby jeopardising their
safety. We also need to stop
the commodification of
women.

DDEEVVIINNAA  BBAADDHHWWAARR,,  RROOHHTTAAKK
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Police personnel deployed to maintain law and order after a mob of agitators attacked Vizhinjam police station following
the arrest of one person in connection with violent protests against the construction of Adani port, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Sunday, Nov. 27.

MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER

T he  BJP  manifesto  for  next  month's  Gujarat
Assembly elections has a special focus on the agricul-

ture sector, to keep farmers in good humour and get their
votes. Learning from experience, the saffron party has laid
special emphasis on issues relating to farmers in poll-bound
Gujarat this time round. The ruling party has promised
Rs.10,000 crore fund for agri-marketing infrastructure and a
whopping   Rs.25,000   crore   for   expansion   of irrigation fa-
cilities in South Gujarat, besides setting up two sea food
parks in Saurashtra, the blue  economy  industries  corridor.
Agrarian distress, especially in Saurashtra region, among
other factors, had led to a drop in the BJP seat tally from 115
in 2012, to a double-digit figure of 99 in the 2017 state assem-
bly elections. There are 182 seats in the Gujarat Assembly.
The BJP, when re-elected, will provide Rs 10,000 crore under
Gujarat Krishi Infrastructure Kosh to develop Khedut
Mandis, modern Agricultural Produce Market Committees
(APMC), sorting and grading units, cold chains,warehouses,
primary processing centres. It will expand the existing irri-
gation network through projects such as Sujalam Sufalam,
SAUNI, lift irrigation   projects, micro   irrigation, drip irri-
gation. With the additional budget of Rs 500 crore, the party
will strengthen the Gaushalas here and set up 1,000 addition-
al Mobile Veterinary Units.The widespread losses to the
dairy sector due to the lumpy skin disease has added to the
party’s worriesas the state has lost an estimated 5,800 cattle.
Earlier this year, farmers in the state protested against inade-
quate power supply, rallied against low  remuneration  for
certain  products  and demanded a minimum support price
for salt. The BJP also promised to build seafood parks in
South Gujarat and Saurashtra, build the country’s first Blue
Economy Industrial Corridor and strengthen the fishing-re-
lated infrastructures. In the run up to next month's assembly
elections in Gujarat, the BJP intensified its campaign to en-
sure that farmers get the full benefits of stateand central
schemes for the agricultural sector. It is being done to ensure
the party does not lose out on support from the farming com-
munity like it did in the  previous  election. The  BJP  is  rely-
ing  on initiatives such as the Na Mo Kisan Panchayat
launched by party president JP Nadda last month to create
awareness about schemes for farmers, besides  incentives
and  financial  aid  to  adopt technology such as drones to
meet challenges of labour shortages. In 2017, when the
party’s tally dropped  to  99  from  115  in  2012, the  loss  was
attributed to several factors. The Patidar agitation and the
anger against the implementation of Goods and Services Tax
were cited as some of the reasons. But, farm distress, particu-
larly in the Saurashtra region was the most significant. The
condition of farmers in the region had worsened by rainfall
deficit and drought that the state faced in 2016 and 2017.
There  was  also  some  anger  against  the government  for
not  being  able  to  implement minimum support price for
cotton and groundnut produce that time. Though those is-
sues have now been resolved, problems like water and power
shortages still persist in certain areas, coupled with low re-
turns from certain items such as salt, which have the poten-
tial to upset the ruling party’s apple cart. Gujarat Assembly
polls will be held intwo phases -- December 1 and 5. Counting
of votes will be taken up on December 8.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

A veteran of the industry and one of the most versatile
actors Vikram Gokhale who has predominantly worked

in the Hindi and Marathi film industries, breathed his last in
a hospital in Pune on November 26. Vikram Gokhale was a
very seasoned actor and his demise is deeply
saddening.Vikram Gokhale was a noted actor in Marathi the-
atre and cinema, as well as in Hindi films, where he acted in
movies such as Agneepath (1990), Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam
(1999), Bhool Bhulaiyaa (2007), Natsamrat (2015), Hichki
(2018), and Mission Mangal (2019). Born on November 14,
1945, Vikram Gokhale was an Indian actor best known for his
work in Marathi theatre, Hindi movies, and television.
Vikram Gokhale had started his acting journey on Marathi
stage and was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
for acting in theatre in 2011. His big-screen journey began in
1971 with Parwana, which also featured Amitabh Bachchan.
Apart from Bollywood films, the duo also worked in a
Marathi film titled AB Ani CD. In his career of 59 years,
Gokhale acted in every medium, from theatre to television to
cinema in at least two major languages- Marathi and Hindi.
He was without a doubt the most talented actor to have made
a name for himself in the movie industry. As a result, he was
regarded as the most well-known and adored actor in the
movie business. His roles in the films Barrister, Gafla and Sau
Jhooth Ek Sach are the ones he found the most challenging.
The actor made his film debut in the 1971 Amitabh Bachchan-
starrer Parwana. He is best known for his performances in
films like Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam, Agneepath, and Khuda
Gawah. He won the National Award for Best Actor in 2010 for
his performance in the Marathi film Anumati. In 2010, he
made his directorial debut with the Marathi film Aaghaat. He
is fondly remembered for playing the patriarch in Sanjay
Leela Bhansali's Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam. He also appeared
in films like Salim Langde Pe Mat Ro, Bhool Bhulaiyaa,
Mission Mangal, Aiyaary among many others. He was
hounored with the National Award for best actor at 60th
National Awards in 2013 for 'Anumati', a Marathi film. The
actor, who was close to reaching his golden jubilee in movies,
received praise for his outstanding acting abilities and won
numerous awards. In recognition of his contribution to cine-
ma, the actor was honoured with the Vishnudas Bhave Award
in 2015 by the Akhil Maharashtra Natya Vidya Mandir.Over
the decades, Gokhale gave stellar performances in a range of
roles in prominent Hindi films such as Bhool Bhulaiyaa,
Traffic, Hichki and Ab Tak Chhappan. He used to say that
“An actor should not hard-sell skills. Acting should not be
about peddling your abilities. To me to be seen acting is not
acting. To act to believe is acting. Acting is the art of creating
the illusion of the truth. You have to make people forget you
are acting.” No doubt, we shall miss his presence on the big
screen but he has left an indelible mark on the hearts of all
cinema lovers and his work will always be remembered.

Tribute to Vikram Gokhale 
a seasoned actor  

Gujarat polls: BJP 
manifesto eyes farmers

E very day we are bom-
barded with messages

that try to persuade us to
change our behaviour for the
good of ourselves and society.
Drink less alcohol! Eat less
food! Wear a mask! Get vacci-
nated! Millions of dollars are
spent each year on information
campaigns designed to foster
more cohesive and inclusive so-
cieties. In developing
economies, this includes efforts
to foster democratic attitudes
and more effective political sys-
tems. Say no to gender-based vi-
olence! Reject corruption! Do
not sell your vote! Given how
pervasive they are, the most
surprising thing about these
campaigns is that many just
don't work.

Some even make the situa-
tion worse. The reason why is
important, because it tells us
something about why it's so
hard to change human behav-
iour. Take anti-corruption cam-
paigns. Almost all of the pro-
grammes designed to reduce
graft in high corruption coun-
tries include an awareness rais-

ing' component. The idea is
that through raising awareness
about an issue, citizens will be-
come more willing to reject re-
quests for bribes and act
against corruption. The hope is
they'll report it or vote against
corrupt politicians.

But until the last five years,
no one had systematically test-
ed whether these messages
were effective. When re-
searchers started to look into
this, they got a nasty surprise:
in most cases anti-corruption
messages don't make citizens
more likely to reject or con-
demn graft. A test in Lagos,
Nigeria, a nation with a history
of high-level corruption, had
some alarming results. From
1200 randomly selected partici-
pants, it found people were actu-
ally more likely to pay a bribe.
The 1200 took part in a bribery
game. They were told that pay-
ing a bribe would mean another
participant would lose money
much like in the real world.

Some participants received
an anti-corruption message
and some did not. Those who
received an anti-corruption
message were on average more
likely to pay a bribe. In other
words, the effect of the messag-
ing was the opposite of what
was intended. This means the
millions of dollars being spent
on anti-corruption messaging
in countries like Nigeria may
not just be wasted it may actu-
ally be making things worse.
Blame human nature. Recent
research in political and social
psychology found that when we

hear about topics that are per-
vasive, we tend to become cyni-
cal and focus on how big the
problem is.

The way we behave is less
shaped by what we are told to
do than by what we believe our
peers are already doing. So, we
are more likely to get vaccinat-
ed and follow social distancing
protocols if we think all our
friends have already done so
than if the government tells us.
The consequences of this for
how governments need to com-
municate are profound. If a
campaign focuses on how cor-
rupt the police are, or how few
people are recycling, we point
out how big the problem is and
so run the risk of undermining
people's confidence that a bet-
ter future is possible while si-
multaneously suggesting that
bad' behaviours are socially ac-
ceptable.

The effect of this double
whammy is perfectly illustrat-
ed by anti-corruption messag-
ing which confirms people's
most cynical inner beliefs that
the system is beyond repair
and the only way to get things
done is to take part in corrup-
tion by paying bribes.
Individuals who were already
particularly pessimistic about
the prevalence of corruption
were significantly more likely
to be negatively affected by
reading an anti-corruption
message. The biggest worry is
that this logic doesn't only
apply to corruption. One study
tested messages designed to
prevent the theft of wood from

Arizona's Petrified Forest
National Park.

It found that signs that de-
scribed the problems caused by
others' behaviour stealing wood
were "most likely to increase
theft". A more recent paper on
how to encourage people to re-
spect social distancing proto-
cols during the pandemic in
Australia concluded that telling
citizens that others are not fol-
lowing the rules is dangerous
because "people match their be-
haviour to perceived social
norms". Similar conclusions
have been reached with cam-
paigns to stop gender-based vio-
lence and vote-buying. It's im-
portant, then, to realise that
raising awareness may actually
make the problem worse.

Before embarking on aware-
ness-raising campaigns policy-
makers could try and design
less problematic messages. One
way to do this may be by focus-
ing on those who behave appro-
priately', and the negative feel-
ings people hold about those
who do not, rather than high-
lighting the extent of the prob-
lem. Emphasising the strength
of feeling within society and
the number of people who
want to see change can inspire
and motivate rather than de-
press and discourage.

But even then messages still
have a risk of backfiring and so
no message should be commu-
nicated to the public before it
has been systematically tested.
Only then can we make sure
that when we try and do good,
we do no harm.

To change corrupt behaviour, 
change the message

Lara Herrero

W e have vaccines to
boost our immune re-

sponse to SARS-CoV-2, the
virus that causes COVID. We
have medicines you can take at
home (and in hospital) to treat
COVID. Now researchers are
trialling something new. They
want to develop drugs that stop
the virus getting into the body
in the first place. That includes
nasal sprays that stop the virus
attaching to cells in the nose.
Other researchers are looking
at the potential for nasal
sprays to stop the virus repli-
cating in the nose, or to make
the nose a hostile place to enter
the body. Here's where the sci-
ence is up to and what we can
expect next.

How could we 
block the virus?

"Viral blockade", as the
name suggests, is a simple
premise based on blocking
SARS-CoV-2. In other words, if
something gets in its way, the
virus cannot attach to a cell
and it can't infect you. As
SARS-CoV-2 is a respiratory
virus, it makes sense to deliver
this type of medicine where
the virus mainly enters the
body via the nose, in a nasal

spray. There are various
groups around the world work-
ing on this concept. Some re-
search is still being conducted
in the lab. Some agents have
progressed to preliminary
human trials. None are yet
available for widespread use.

Heparin
Heparin is a common medi-

cine that's been used for
decades to thin the blood.
Studies in mice show that
when heparin is delivered via
the nose, it's safe and effective
in preventing the virus bind-
ing to nose cells. Researchers
believe heparin binds to the
virus itself and stops the virus
attaching to the cells it's trying
to infect. A clinical trial is
being conducted in Victoria in
collaboration between multi-
ple Melbourne-based research
centres and the University of
Oxford.

Covixyl-V
Covixyl-V (ethyl lauroyl

arginine hydrochloride) is an-
other nasal spray under devel-
opment. It aims to prevent
COVID by blocking or modify-
ing the cell surface to prevent
the virus from infecting. This
compound has been explored
for use in various viral infec-
tions, and early studies in cells

and small animals has shown
it can prevent attachment of
SARS-CoV-2 and reduce the
overall viral load.

Iota-carrageenan
This molecule, which is ex-

tracted from seaweed, acts by
blocking virus entry into air-
way cells. One study of about
400 health-care workers sug-
gests a nasal spray may reduce
the incidence of COVID by up
to 80 per cent.

IGM-6268
This is an engineered anti-

body that binds to SARS-CoV-2,
blocking the virus from attach-
ing to cells in the nose. A nasal
and oral (mouth) spray are in a
clinical trial to assess safety.

Cold atmospheric plasma
This is a gas that contains

charged particles. At cold tem-
peratures, it can alter the sur-
face of a cell. A lab-based study
shows the gas changes expres-
sion of receptors on the skin
that would normally allow the
virus to attach. This results in
less SARS-CoV-2 attachment
and infection. Scientists now
think this technology could be
adapted to a nasal spray to pre-
vent SARS-CoV-2 infection.

How could we stop 
the virus replicating?

Another tactic is to develop

nasal sprays that stop the virus
replicating in the nose.
Researchers are designing ge-
netic fragments that bind to
the viral RNA. These frag-
ments known as "locked nucle-
ic acid antisense oligonu-
cleotides" (or LNA ASOs for
short) put a proverbial span-
ner in the works and stop the
virus from replicating. A spray
of these genetic fragments de-
livered into the nose reduced
virus replication in the nose
and prevented disease in small
animals.

How could we 
change the nose?

A third strategy is to change
the nose environment to make
it less hospitable for the virus.
That could be by using a nasal
spray to change moisture lev-
els (with saline), alter the pH
(making the nose more acidic
or alkaline), or adding a virus-
killing agent (iodine). Saline
can reduce the amount of
SARS-CoV-2 in the nose by
simply washing away the
virus. One study has even
found that saline nasal irriga-
tion can lessen COVID disease
severity. But we would need
further research into saline
sprays. An Australian-led
study has found that an iodine-

based nasal spray reduced the
viral load in the nose. Further
clinical trials are planned. One
study used a test spray con-
taining ingredients including
eucalyptus and clove oils,
potassium chloride and glyc-
erol. The aim was to kill the
virus and change the acidity of
the nose to prevent the virus
attaching. This novel formula-
tion has been tested in the lab
and in a clinical trial showing
it to be safe and to reduce infec-
tion rate from about 34 per cent
to 13 per cent when compared
to placebo controls.

Barriers ahead
Despite promising data so

far on nasal sprays for COVID,
one of the major barriers is
keeping the sprays in the nose.
To overcome this, most sprays
need multiple applications a
day, sometimes every few
hours. So based on what we
know so far, nasal sprays will
not singlehandedly beat
COVID. But if they are shown
to be safe and effective in clini-
cal trials, and receive regulato-
ry approval, they might be an-
other tool to help prevent it.

(Writer is a Research Leader
in Virology and Infectious

Disease, Griffith University.)

COVID nasal sprays may one day 
prevent and treat infection

NIC CHEESEMAN
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Stake 
New Delhi: Mankind
Pharma on Monday
said it has acquired a
majority stake in
Upakarma Ayurveda,
engaged in develop-
ing, manufacturing
and selling ayurvedic
and herbal products
for an undisclosed
amount. The compa-
ny’s decision to invest
will empower
Upakarma Ayurveda
to develop a wider
range of products 
and offerings, the
drug firm said in a
statement.

USFDA nod 
New Delhi: Zydus
Lifesciences on
Monday said it has re-
ceived approval from
the US health regula-
tor to market
Levothyroxine
Sodium injection,
used to treat thyroid
hormone deficiency.
The company’s US-
based unit has re-
ceived tentative ap-
proval from the US
Food and Drug
Administration
(USFDA) to market
the medication, the
drug firm said in a
regulatory filing.

Flights 
New Delhi: Flights
will soon be started
from two
Northeastern states to
Myanmar and
Bangladesh as the gov-
ernment is working on
enhancing air connec-
tivity in the region. On
Monday, the first flight
from the new airport
at Arunachal
Pradesh’s Itanagar
was flagged off by
Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia. The flight
from Hollongi airport
to Mumbai via Kolkata
is being operated by
IndiGo, which will also
be increasing its serv-
ices from the region.

Tyres 
New Delhi: Reise
Moto, a joint venture
between Mahansaria
Group and European
brand Mitas, on
Monday launched a
two-wheeler tyre
range for the domestic
market. The tyre
under the ‘Reise’
brand will cater to
both motorcycle and
scooter segments and
will also be shipped to
South Asian markets.
For Reise Moto,
Mahansaria Group
has entered into a
76:24 joint venture
with Mitas.

Paddy
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s paddy pro-
curement for the cen-
tral pool rose over nine
per cent to 306.06 lakh
tonnes so far in the on-
going 2022-23 kharif
marketing season, ac-
cording to the food
ministry data. Higher
quantities of paddy
were purchased from
Punjab, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana.

IPRs
Bengaluru:
Karnataka State
Council for Science
and Technology
(KSCST) is developing
an app-based network-
ing platform called
“Patentkart” for com-
mercialisation of
Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs). An ini-
tiative under ‘Make in
India’, Patentkart is
expected to benefit
patent holders and
their clients in com-
mercialising their IP,
said Science and
Technology Minister
C N Ashwath
Nararayan on
Monday.

PRE-BUDGET MEETING

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Union Ministers of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary and
Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad during her 7th Pre-Budget 2023 consultation with the stakeholders of labour
organisations, in New Delhi, Monday.

AWARD CEREMONY

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar presents an award during the Shilp Guru and National Awards ceremony,
at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, Monday. Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal and
Additional Secretary of Department of Commerce in the Ministery of Commerce & Industry, Rachna Shah
are also seen.

New Delhi, Nov 28: 

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi will introduce a
settlement scheme for
stock brokers against
whom enforcement pro-
ceedings have been initiat-
ed and are pending for exe-
cuting trades in illiquid
stock options on BSE.

The settlement scheme
shall commence on
December 19, 2022, and
end on January 19, 2023,
(both days inclusive) or
such other date as ap-
proved by the competent
authority, according to a
Sebi notice.

“SEBI has decided to in-
troduce a Settlement
Scheme for 150 stock bro-
kers, 2022 (Scheme 2022)
for Stock Brokers against
whom enforcement pro-

ceedings have been ap-
proved/initiated and are
pending for executing
trades in illiquid stock op-
tions at BSE. Such entities
may avail the Scheme 2022
as per its terms and condi-
tions,” the market watch-
dog said in a public notice
on Friday.

The present scheme has
been made easier as the
entities can apply online
instead of submission of
physical papers. The
scheme was also made at-
tractive so that many enti-
ties could avail the same.
Most of the entities can
settle their proceedings by
paying only Rs 1 lakh as a
settlement amount.

The scheme provides an
opportunity for the enti-
ties who have executed re-
versal trades in the illiq-

uid stock options segment
from April 1, 2014, to
September 30, 2015, and
against whom enforce-
ment action initiated by
Sebi is pending to settle
the case.

This came after
Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) passed an
order in May this year on
the matter of illiquid stock
options.

In market parlance,
trades in which a person
buys a particular stock
and sells it back to the
same person are referred
to as reversal trades.

As many as 1,018 enti-
ties, allegedly involved in
the manipulation of illiq-
uid stock options, had
availed the benefit of its
one-time settlement
scheme.

Sebi to bring settlement
scheme for brokers 

Facing action in illiquid stock option cases

Bhopal, Nov 28:  

Leading omni-channel
beauty retail chain Health
& Glow announced the
opening of its first store
in Bhopal. Located at the
famous DB City Mall, the
new store will include all
the leading homegrown
beauty and personal care
brands and international
brands suitable for the
customer needs and pref-
erences, along with
Health & Glow’s private
label brands. Speaking
about the new store,
Venkataramani, CEO,
Health & Glow said, “We
are delighted to serve the
consumers in Bhopal
with our first store and
bring them contemporary
beauty solutions. We as-
pire to provide a seamless
omni experience by bring-
ing the best brands in
beauty and personal care,
along with personalized

beauty solutions and
products with better fea-
tures, and benefits.”

The new Health & Store
at Bhopal will not only in-
clude a variety of beauty
and personal care prod-
ucts but will also include
other unique services.
The customers will be
able to avail omnichannel
features such as self-
checkout, click and collect
and same-day delivery,
etc. Talking about person-
alisation in beauty, Health

& Glow has launched a
dermatologist and tech-
backed skin analysis and
regime recommendation
tool, Skin Expert, in 2019,
which leverages AI to pro-
vide personalised skin-
care recommendations to
users based on a detailed
analysis of their skin
type.

The customers can
avail this service ab-
solutely free of cost and
get a guided skin analysis-
by a science backed

regime with products that
suit their skin with the
help of Skin Expert tool,
exclusively available at
the Bhopal store.

Health & Glow has also
recently introduced its
own line of quality colour
cosmetics. This latest col-
lection of H&G Cosmetics
offers a fresh assortment
of vegan, cruelty-free
everyday makeup prod-
ucts.

H&G Cosmetics’ collec-
tion revolves around the
theme ‘Work, Play and
Party’ and currently fea-
tures 22 shades of Liquid
Lip Colours, 23 shades of
bullet Lipsticks, 2 in 1
Foundation Stick in 7
shades, Compact Powder
in 3 shades and re-
tractable Kajal in 5 aes-
thetic tints.

These affordable, high
quality products will also
be available at the Health
& Glow store in Bhopal.

Health & Glow opens its first beauty & wellness store 

Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Bank credit growth
improved to 17.2 per cent
in the September quar-
ter 2022 from 7 per cent
in the year-ago period,
reflecting pick-up in eco-
nomic activities.

“Credit growth re-
mained broad-based: all
population groups and
bank groups recorded
double digit annual
growth,” the Reserve
Bank said while releas-
ing ‘Quarterly Statistics
on Deposits and Credit
of SCBs: September
2022’.

Bank credit growth
improved further to 17.2
per cent (year-on-year)
in September 2022 from
14.2 per cent a quarter
ago and 7 per cent a year
ago, it said. Aggregate

deposits growth (y-o-y),
which remained in the
close range of 9.5-10.2
per cent since June 2021,
stood at 9.8 per cent in
September 2022. Since
December 2020, bank
branches in metropoli-
tan centres have been
recording higher annual
growth than those in
rural, semi-urban and
urban areas.

Private sector bank
group has been outpac-
ing public sector banks,
foreign banks and re-
gional rural banks in de-
posit mobilisation, the
RBI said.

As per the data, year-
on-year growth in term
deposits rose to 10.2 per
cent in September 2022
from 6.4 per cent a year
ago. Current and savings
deposits growth moder-

ated to 8.8 per cent and
9.4 per cent from 17.5 per
cent and 14.5 per cent, re-
spectively, a year ago.

“The share of savings
deposit in total deposits,
which increased from
32.4 per cent in June 2019
to a peak of 35.2 in June
2022, moderated margin-
ally to 34.7 in the latest
quarter,” the RBI added.

It further said the all-
India credit-deposit (C-
D) ratio increased fur-
ther to 74.8 per cent in
September 2022 from 73.5
per cent a quarter ago
and 70 per cent a year
ago. The C-D ratio for
metropolitan bank
branches, which have a
dominant share in the
banking business, stood
much higher at 87.6 per
cent in September 2022
(82.8 per cent a year ago).

Bank credit grows 
at 17.2 % in Sep quarterR
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Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Benchmark indices
ended at fresh lifetime
highs on Monday amid for-
eign fund inflows, a decline
in crude oil prices and buy-
ing in index major
Reliance Industries.
Rallying for the fifth day in
a row, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 211.16
points or 0.34 per cent to
settle at 62,504.80, its fresh
record closing high.
During the day, it jumped
407.76 points or 0.65 per
cent to its lifetime intra-
day peak of 62,701.40.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 50 points or 0.27 per
cent to end at 18,562.75, its
record closing high.
“Sentiment and flows cur-
rently are acting as a
strong catalyst for the mar-
kets which touched an all-
time high. We are seeing

domestic as also foreign in-
vestors being net buyers of
equity aiding the momen-
tum,” said Lakshmi Iyer,
CEO- Investment Advisory,
Kotak Investment
Advisors Limited. Among
the Sensex pack, Reliance
Industries jumped the
most by 3.48 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nestle, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finserv,
Wipro, ICICI Bank and
IndusInd Bank. Tata Steel,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel,
HDFC and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the
laggards.

“Despite unfavourable
global cues, the domestic
market reversed its early
losses to trade at record
highs. Following the de-
cline in oil prices, oil & gas
stocks led the rally in an-
ticipation of margin gains,
as ongoing protests in
China fuelled demand con-

cerns. Going ahead, global
markets will depend on
Powell’s speech on
Wednesday, which is cru-
cial in maintaining the mo-
mentum, as the market
seems to have factored in a
moderation in the pace of
rate hike,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

In the broader market,
the BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.77 per cent and
midcap jumped 0.72 per
cent. Among sectoral in-
dices, oil & gas climbed
1.49 per cent, energy (1.44
per cent), auto (0.64 per
cent), consumer discre-
tionary (0.59 per cent), in-
dustrials (0.46 per cent)
and FMCG (0.29 per cent).
Commodities, telecommu-
nication, utilities, con-
sumer durables, power
and teck were the lag-
gards.

Markets hit fresh all-time highs
Sensex settles at fresh all-time high of 62,504.80; Nifty ends at record peak of 18,562.75

Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Reliance Retail’s
TRENDS, India’s largest
and fastest-growing appar-
el and accessory specialty
chain, has unveiled a
broad selection of the
brand-new Winter wear
line for men, women, and
children. Winter, the
favourite season of the
fashionista arrives at the
end of the year- a season of
indulgence that demands
cosy layers, tight fits, and
trends we cannot get
enough of.

Layering is key in the
winter to stay warm and
stylish. The Trends winter
clothing collection pro-
vides stylish solutions to
beat the weather. Pullover
sweaters, hooded sweat-
shirts, long sweaters for
ladies, and wool sweaters
for men make it simple to

channel the winter style.
Our must-have trends
strike the ideal blend be-
tween stylish and cosy.

Women will be over-
whelmed with choice and
in awe of Trends’ Winter
Collection. The Trends
winter collection features
a stunning array of styles
and designs for Women to
feel warm and comfortable
while also looking fashion-
able and trendy, ranging
from chic sweatshirts to
gorgeous jackets, cosy
shrugs to incredibly soft
sweaters.

Both girls and young
women are astonished by
the stylish selection of
super jackets and cool
colour blocking sweat-
shirts. The collection will
witness the return of
matching designs in addi-
tion to a wide variety of
new joggers and jeans.

Trends offers new 
winter wear collection

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288::

Passenger vehicle makers
are expected to invest around
Rs 65,000 crore by FY25 to
ramp up production capacities
to cater to enhanced demand,
rating agency Icra said on
Monday. It stated that the
demand for passenger vehicles
has remained healthy since the
turn of the calendar year, aided
by strong underlying demand
and an easing up of semicon-
ductor shortages.

The passenger vehicle
industry wholesale volumes
are expected to touch an all-
time high of 3.7-3.8 million
units in FY23, a growth of 21-24
per cent over the previous fis-
cal, driven by robust demand,
it added. With ease in supply
chain constraints and semicon-
ductor shortage, capacity utili-
sation of the OEMs (Original

Equipment Manufacturers)
improved to healthy levels over
the past few quarters — factor-
ing in a continuation of strong
demand sentiments, the OEMs
have now revved up their
capacity expansion plans, Icra
said. “With the OEMs also
budgeting for a substantial
outlay towards new product
development, including the
development of
capabilities/dedicated plat-
forms for electric vehicles, the
aggregate capex outlay for the
OEMs is estimated to remain
heightened at Rs 650 billion
over FY2023-FY2025,” Icra Vice
President & Sector Head -
Corporate Ratings - Rohan
Kanwar Gupta stated.

Multiple OEMs have already
announced an aggregate out-
lay in excess of Rs 250 billion
towards capacity expansion for
the next few fiscals, he added.

Passenger vehicle makers to
invest Rs 65,000 cr by FY25 

To ramp up capacity
Mumbai, Nov 28: 

With growing consumer
preference for branded
products, the revenue of
organised electrical and
kitchen appliances indus-
try is expected to grow 8-10
per cent in this financial
year, a report said on
Monday.

This 8-10 per cent rev-
enue growth expected dur-
ing this fiscal will also be
supported by increasing
usage of smart technolo-
gies and similar buying
behaviour among rural
and urban consumers to-
wards such products, ac-
cording to a report by
Crisil Ratings.

The report further stat-
ed that the implementa-
tion of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) in July
2017 helped the organised

sector manufacturers to
streamline their supply
chains, operations and dis-
tribution networks to ben-
efit from input-tax credits,
cost-efficient logistics, and
uniform taxation of final
products across states.

These companies have
also deleveraged consis-
tently over the past four
fiscals and improved their
balance sheets, which will
bolster their credit profiles
over the medium term, it
noted.

“The perception that
purchase of electrical ap-
pliances is a low-involve-
ment decision is fast
changing. Kitchen equip-
ment, lighting solutions
for home, electric fans and
coolers are now increas-
ingly bought after careful

evaluation of brands on
functionality, technology,
ease of use, and strong
after-sales service.

“We believe increased
demand for smart appli-
ances will push manufac-
turers to invest in technol-
ogy research and develop-
ment. The industry’s rev-
enue growth this fiscal
will be driven by steady de-
mand from rural and
urban segments,” Crisil
Ratings Senior Director
Mohit Makhija said.

The industry did not
face material disruption
during the second Covid-
19 wave, in contrast to the
first, said the report.

The resilience is under-
lined by limited cyclicality
in demand and relatively
smaller ticket sizes of pur-
chases compared with con-
sumer durables, it stated.

Revenue of organised electrical,
kitchen appliances industry to grow 

 By 8-10 % this fiscal

ACROSS

1. Glide

5. Lost color

10. Root beer, e.g.

14. She, in Barcelona

15. Nimble

16. Mideast country

17. Rework proofs

18. Get better

20. Finger or toe

22. Car style

23. Judge’s field

24. Spanish title

26. Boldness

28. Bargain events

30. Oppressive ruler

34. Workout place

37. Earth’s center

38. Cake decorator

39. Hen’s mate

41. Genuine

44. Object of adoration

45. Mumbai attire

46. Female deer

47. Capital of the Philippines

50. Heroic poems

52. Bath powders

54. Legislative body

58. ____ Vegas, Nevada

61. Striking success

63. Judged

64. Unfriendly

67. Chimed

68. Thing

69. Boulder

70. Besides that

71. Johnny ____ of “Edward

Scissorhands”

72. Tint

73. Act

DOWN

1. Plant beginnings

2. Classic song

3. Adjust

4. Proportions

5. Golf norm

6. Epochs

7. Permit

8. Escape

9. Go away

10. Polite address

11. Aloud

12. Computer fodder

13. Again

19. Jealousy

21. Religious pamphlet

25. African lily

27. Singer ____ Clapton

29. Make a boo-boo
31. Passed effortlessly
32. Roman emperor
33. Family diagram
34. Somber
35. “Star Wars” character
36. Earth’s satellite
40. Cut
41. Tree juice
42. Showy flower
43. More pleasant
45. Legislative meeting
48. Highland miss
49. Nearly
51. Trapped
53. Desert plants
55. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
56. Keyed up
57. Double-____ sword
58. Placed
59. Initial bet
60. Ladder rung
62. ____ glider
65. Little demon
66. Dixie general
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Jennifer Lopez announces
new album ‘This Is Me... Now’

W e keep our loved
ones close, with a

connection that is eternal-
ly forged for infinity. Such
is the story of Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) and Pihu
(Aarohi Kumawat) on
Sony Entertainment
Television’s most-loved
show, ‘Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2’. With time, view-
ers have seen the ups and
downs in #RaYa’s lives.
This time around, ardent
fans of the show have wit-
nessed Priya taking
everyone by surprise with
a completely new avatar
as Lovely Singh, getting
appointed as Ram’s new
PA. On the contrary,
Nandini (Shubhaavi
Choksey) is leaving no
stone unturned to take ad-
vantage of Ram’s condi-
tion and keep Priya away
from Ram.

In the upcoming
episodes, viewers will wit-
ness Lovely resigning
from the job and Adi who
knows Priya’s truth will
ask Ram to convince
Lovely to join back.
Though Ram might have
moved back a few years
and has forgotten about
Priya and Pihu from his
memory, he still has feel-
ings which can be wit-
nessed whenever they col-
lide with each other. As he

visits Lovely’s place he
sees Pihu there and gets
worried knowing she is
all alone at home. He then
goes on to spend time
with her and gets to know
about the skit competi-
tion. Ram who is fond of
Pihu decides to help her

with the skit competition
unknown to Nandini and
Vedika. On the other
hand, Nandini is scared
thinking Ram might gain
his memory back anytime
and is doing everything
that she could to keep
Ram away from the Soods.

Will Nandini get to know
about Ram helping Pihu
or will Priya succeed in
getting Ram closer to
them?

Talking about the in-
triguing sequence,
Shubhaavi Choksey aka
Nandini Kapoor says,
“Since the time Priya en-
tered Ram’s life, Nandini
has always felled inse-
cure. Now with Ram’s
medical condition,
Nandini has got a golden
opportunity to get Ram’s
life control in her hands
once again and keep
Priya and Pihu away.
Somewhere Nandini is
also sure that Priya won’t
give up that easily so
Nandini too doesn’t want
to let go of this opportuni-
ty by hook or by crook.
She has ensured and
blocked all the ways for
Priya to reach out to Ram
but isn’t aware of Priya’s
plans. It will be interest-
ing to see how Nandini re-
acts when she gets to
know Ram helping Pihu
with her skit competi-
tion.”

Tune in to Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain 2’,
every Monday to Friday
at 8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television..

Ram to help Pihu prepare 
a skit for her contest

TT he audience will witness
thodi daraar aur thodi

takraar in &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai.
About &TV’s Doosri Maa,
Ashok shares, “Nupur and
Astha pretend to be friends
with Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) so that they can
help their Dadaji (Sunil Dutt)
find evidence against him.
Bansal attempts another kid-
napping and provides the kid-
napper with candy laced with
medicine. Nupur faints while
Krishna and Aastha run inside,
and the kidnapper kidnaps her.
Everyone starts looking for
Nupur but is unable to find her.
Krishna, while finding Nupur,
sees the kidnappers going
away in a tempo. He picks up
the pace and discovers Nupur
unconscious. Ashok (Mohit
Dagga) gets a call from his
neighbour Ram Babu saying
that he saw Krishna getting

into the tempo with the goons.
Everyone at home is con-
cerned about Nupur, and
Babuji again accuses Krishna
of kidnapping her with the help
of his thug friends. Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) breaks down after
learning this. Will Krishna be
able to save Nupur and prove
his innocence?”. About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Daroga
Happu Singh shares, “Bimlesh
(Sapna Sikarwar) takes up the
responsibilities of Rajesh’s

(Kamna Pathak’s) house in her
absence. The commissioner
(Kishore Bhanushali) learns
that Happu’s (Yogesh Tripathi)
wife has gone to her brother’s
house and advises him to enjoy
his leisure time. Bimlesh feels
tired of working day and night
and complains to Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), who asks
her to drink with her. After two
pegs, Bimlesh gets high and
starts disclosing Rajesh’s gos-
sip about her. Katori Amma

gets enraged and informs
Happu about it. Happu tells
Beni (Vishwanath Chaterjee)
about Bimlesh’s behaviour and
tells him to ask her to apolo-
gize. Bimlesh gets offended
and decides not to help with
the household work. Katori
Amma offers an internship to
Kamlesh (Sanjay Choudhary)
and tells him to cook for her
family, to which he agrees.
Kamlesh starts preparing deli-
cious food, and the entire fam-
ily praises him, making
Bimlesh upset. Bimlesh then
tells her husband Beni to stop
talking to his friend Happu.
“Will Bimlesh and Katori
Amma’s fight break Happu and
Beni’s friendship?”. About
&TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) has a dream and wakes
up screaming while Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) tries to com-
fort her. 

&TV shows will witness fear and clashes

BB e it theatre, radio, nov-
els or short films, Tahira

Kashyap Khurrana says she
has inherently been a story-
teller all her life but the jour-
ney to director’s chair was full
of apprehensions. Tahira,
known for her earnest depic-
tion of women in the most
hilarious manner in her books
“The 12 Commandments of
Being A Woman” and “The 7
Sins of Being A Mother”, said
she gravitated towards sto-
ries since childhood.

“I’m a compulsive story-
teller. It was a part of my
growing up process. All that I
used to do as a kid was tell
stories.

“I’ve loved telling stories,
be it whatever medium — the-
atre, radio, podcasts, novels,
short films and now feature. I
have inherently been a story-
teller all my life and I
absolutely love it,” the
author-director told PTI in an
interview here.

But the realisation that she
had what it takes to be a pro-
fessional storyteller came
later in life after dabbling in
multiple jobs.

“Everyone has their jour-
ney. We do four-five things,
and then we realise that this
is what I want to do. There is
a huge section of people who
know what they want to do
ever since they are young. But
I was lost for most of my life.
“I picked various jobs — in the

corporate sector, teaching,
radio and events — and after
a point I realised whenever I
was involved with a creative
job or storytelling, I would
really get excited about it.”
Tahira said she decided to lis-
ten to her “inner voice” and
made her first short film
“Toffee” in 2017, with the help
of her husband, actor
Ayushmann Khurrana, who
served as the producer on the
project.

“I borrowed money from
my husband to make my first
short film, about which I was
very conscious. I knew this is
what I wanted to be but I
needed a sort of push. I’m
very grateful for those little
openings. But after a point,
you are on your own,” she

said. There was a sense of
doubt after directing the
short film, the director said,
but her “big moment of reali-
sation” came when her work
was appreciated at various
international film festivals,
including Cinekid
International Film Festival,
Amsterdam; Bahamas
International Film Festival
and MAMI, and later picked
by streamer Eros Now.

“Once I made the film I was
really sceptical, but to my
surprise it got picked up at
various festivals and by Eros,
so I got to return the entire
money to my initial producer.
I was debt free. That was my
big moment of realisation.
Now, there is a lot of accept-
ance towards myself.”

As somebody who always
had self-doubt, the validation
she received from those out-
side her inner circle pushed
her to work harder, the 39-
year-old filmmaker said.

“Women always need reas-
surance. I don’t know why...
but it’s constantly there.
Maybe it’s the conditioning or
maybe we are vocal about it.
Maybe men also have self-
doubt but are not vocal
because there is a false
macho idea that they can’t
cry and tell.

“I have met so many men
who also have self-doubt but
they don’t express I used to
beat myself down.

There is a lot of acceptance
towards myself: Tahira

S ony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible has gar-

nered immense love and
unwavering support from
the audience. The story-
line of the show is filled
with thrills, twists, and
adventure, which entices
the audience and keeps
them engaged.

Pushpa Impossible has
never failed to satisfy its
audience’s desire for
more, so they’ve intro-
duced a new character!
Yes, there is a new entry

in the Pushpa Impossible.
Viewers will be intro-

duced to a new character
who will play Ashwin’s
boss. Actress Aditi
Bhagat will be seen por-
traying this new charac-
ter in the show. Aditi has
played significant roles in
movies in the past, and is
set to make her TV debut
as Mansi Raidhan. She
will portray a young intel-
ligent businesswoman
who is assertive, stub-
born, and ambitious. She
was born and raised in
Canada and owns a chain
of motels in the United
States and Canada, as well
as other international
ventures. Mansi is a so-
phisticated woman who
despises cheaters and
liars. Aditi Bhagat ex-
presses her excitement
and thrill at being intro-
duced in Pushpa
Impossible, saying,
“Pushpa Impossible is one
of my and the viewer’s
most loved shows consid-
ering Pushpa’s approach-
es to every challenge that
comes her way. While the
show’s narrative is engag-
ing and compelling,
Mansi’s role is equally
ambitious and engaging.
I’m beyond excited to play
Ashwin’s boss in the
show, and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing how the
character progresses as
an authoritative boss.”

‘Pushpa Impossible’
has an exciting turn! 

SS andeep Baswana, a recog-
nised figure in the televi-

sion industry, has been cast in
Sony SAB’s new show ‘Dil
Diyaan Gallaan’. He will be
seen portraying an integral pro-
tagonist in this show. Sandeep
Baswana will portray a charac-
ter named ‘Mandeep’ who is
Amrita’s (Kaveri Priyam) father
and Dilpreet’s son (Pankaj
Berry). Mandeep is one of the
pivotal characters influencing
the constitution of the narra-
tive. Despite reaching the pin-
nacle of his goals and playing
the role of a self-assured,
wealthy, and proud man, he still
feels abandoned by his father.
Defying his parents’ wishes, he
made his own life decisions out
of pride and ego, resulting in a
family feud.Sandeep shares his
new role: “The character of
Mandeep is akin to any child
from a middle-class family who
aspires to realise their ambi-
tions and goals. This role is
demanding considering the
story’s plot, and Mandeep’s one
step decides the family’s fate.

Sandeep

S ony Entertainment
Television’s most

loved singing-reality show,
‘Indian Idol - Season 13’ has
finally found its TOP 11
contestants! Keeping the
entertainment alive, these
talented contestants will be
driven to keep the viewers
amused with some intrigu-
ing performances, some-
thing will truly sweep the
nation off its feet and make
the “Mausam musicana”!
With a spectacular display
of India’s young singing
talent in the presence of
the viewers, judges –
Himesh Reshammiya,
Neha Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani followed by es-
teemed celebrity guests,
last weekend, the show
found its Top 11 contest-
ants - Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka
Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das
from Kolkata, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep Wadali
from Amritsar, Shivam
Singh and Kavya Limaye
from Gujarat. Putting their
best foot forward, the se-
lected Top 11 contestants
have certainly impressed
one and all with their melo-
dious voices. Celebrations
galore! Delivering a melo-
dious carnival like none
other, Indian Idol cele-

brates extraordinary musi-
cal talent that has emerged
from the nook and cranny
of the country. Talking
about Rishi Singh and
Superstar Singer 2 winner
Mohd. Faiz was seen deliv-
ering a jaw-dropping and
historic performance. Not
only this but, Aditya
Narayan was seen request-
ing Neha Kakkar to sing
along with the two rock-
stars of the show on Neha
Kakkar’s superhits which
made the evening even
more memorable.

‘Indian Idol - Season 13’
finally gets its 

Top 11 contestants!

HH ollywood star Jennifer Lopez has announced her
new music album, titled ‘This Is Me... Now’. Lopez,

who had deleted all of her previous Instagram posts,
returned to the platform Friday to share a video in which
her 2002 album’s cover transforms into the 2022 version.
The musical project will be the singer-actor’s first full-
length effort in eight years and comes 20 years after the
release of her third studio album ‘This Is Me... Then’.
Lopez issued a track listing that includes among its titles
“Dear Ben Pt. II”, presumably a sequel to the earlier
album’s “Dear Ben”. The song is in reference to her hus-
band, actor Ben Affleck, with whom she rekindled her
romance after years apart and tied the knot in July.
According to entertainment news outlet Deadline, the
new album will chronicle the emotional, spiritual and
psychological journey that she has taken over the past
two decades. It is billed as being an emotionally raw and
honest project, with a lineup of songs about her life and
experiences. Lopez, 53, also plans to announce related
projects timed to the new album’s release. The singer
has so far released eight studio albums, one remix
album, three compilation albums, one soundtrack, one
extended play, 65 singles, five charity singles and 12
promotional singles. She has sold more than 80 million
records with 15 billion streams worldwide.

Baswana enters 

‘Dil Diyaan Gallaan’
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US has clear World Cup
task against Iran

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): The task is clear for the United
States: beat Iran in a politically charged World Cup
match or go home. U.S. players have been praised as
the best generation of American soccer. But they fin-
ished third behind Canada and Mexico in World Cup
qualifying and now face a must-win final group-stage
match. “The most important thing is that we control
the outcome of our journey in this tournament with
the last game against Iran,” midfielder Weston
McKennie said. “So the next thing is just to go out and
get three points against Iran.” A draw or a loss would
eliminate the Americans, who tied Wales 1-1 and
England 0-0. England leads the group with four
points, followed by Iran with three, the U.S. with two
and Wales with one. “We got to win the game,” mid-
fielder Gio Reyna said.

Theo Hernandez wants to
win World Cup for France

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): Theo Hernandez wants to win
the World Cup for France. And for his big brother.
Lucas Hernandez was in tears when he ruptured the
ACL in his right knee early in France’s 4-1 win
against Australia last week. His brother Theo re-
placed him at left back in a straight swap, even
though they are different styles of players. “His in-
jury was very bad news for us. It’s not easy for him, ei-
ther, because it’s also a really long injury,” said the 25-
year-old Theo, who is one year younger than his
brother. “I’ve been talking with him on the phone
every day since he left Qatar. I want to play in every
match here, because I want to bring the trophy back
for him.” The younger Hernandez, who plays for
Italian champion AC Milan, is more attack-minded
than his brother and sometimes seems more like a
winger than a defender. At his news conference on
Sunday, a Chinese journalist told him his nickname
among Chinese fans is “Supercar” because of incred-
ible speed.

Netherlands on cusp 
of advancing 

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): The Netherlands is on the verge
of reaching the knockout stage at the World Cup and
an overwhelming favorite in its final Group A match
on Tuesday against host nation Qatar. If the Dutch
advance it will put more focus on 71-year-old coach
Louis van Gaal, who stepped out of retirement just
over a year ago to take over the national team while
being treated for aggressive prostate cancer. Host na-
tion Qatar has lost its first two matches and already
missed its chance to move on from the group stage.
For the Netherlands a draw will suffice to advance
and put the Netherlands into contention again in a
World Cup after failing to qualify four years ago. The
Dutch could even get through with a loss if Ecuador
beats Senegal in the other Group A match. In the
round of 16, the Netherlands would face one of the
top two teams from Group B, where England is the fa-
vorite with Iran, Wales, and the United States scram-
bling for a spot.

Ecuador frets over
Valencia ahead of Senegal 

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): Enner Valencia has scored
Ecuador’s last six World Cup goals so there’s no un-
derstating how worried his country is after he was
carried off the field on a stretcher against the
Netherlands. Ecuador hopes that the 33-year-old strik-
er’s troublesome knees are OK for a decisive final
group match against Senegal on Tuesday. He hurt his
right knee against the Netherlands after spraining
his left knee in the first game against Qatar. He was
up and walking a little while after that stretcher ride
with an ice pack strapped to his right leg. “Let’s
hope,” Valencia said. Ecuador’s captain has three
goals in two games in Qatar and is clearly key to its
chances of reaching the knockout stage for only the
second time. He scored three in three games in
Ecuador’s last World Cup appearance in 2014 but that
wasn’t enough to advance in Brazil. La Tri have a
slight advantage this time by needing a win or a draw
to be certain of going through. Senegal has to win to
be sure of advancing.

Viral Wales video hangs over

World Cup clash with England
Doha, Nov 28 (AP): If England needs any added mo-
tivation in its final World Cup group game against
Wales on Tuesday, they only need to watch a certain
video from 2016. Footage of Wales players celebrating
wildly as their UK neighbor crashed out of the
European Championship after losing to Iceland went
viral at the time. England was humiliated. Wales,
which lost 2-1 to the Three Lions in the group stage
but went on to reach the semifinal, was jubilant.
Much has changed since then - a point England for-
ward Marcus Rashford made ahead of the Group B
match. “I don’t think it takes a genius to see how
we’ve improved since 2016. For me it feels like a com-
pletely different team. We’ve come on so much.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI):

In an unprecedented
feat, Maharashtra captain
Ruturaj Gaikwad smashed
seven sixes in an over to
set a List A world record in
the Vijay Hazare Trophy
here on Monday.

The over, the 49th of the
innings, fetched him 43
runs, matching the joint
effort of Brett Hampton
and Joe Carter off Willem
Ludick for Northern
Districts against Central
Districts in a Ford Trophy
game from 2018.

Gaikwad rewrote the
record in the penultimate
over of his team’s Vijay
Hazare Trophy quarterfi-
nal match against Uttar
Pradesh in Ahmedabad,
with Shiva Singh being
the bowler. It was a seven
ball over because of a no
ball. The record for most
sixes in an over (overall) is
held by Lee Germon of
New Zealand, who clubbed
eight maximums during a
Shell Trophy match in
Wellington. Left-arm spin-
ner Shiva Singh conceded

a no ball in the fifth deliv-
ery of the over which was
also hit over the boundary
ropes at the Narendra
Modi Stadium B Ground
here. Gaikwad carried his
bat through for a sensa-
tional knock of 220 runs in
159 balls, which contained
10 boundaries and 16 max-
imums. Thanks to
Gaikwad’s knock,
Maharashtra posted 330
for five after batting first,

with his colleagues aggre-
gating only 96 runs. The
first ball was a low full-toss
and Gaikwad smoked it
over deep midwicket for
the first six. The second
one was hit straight down
the ground, while he
cleared deep square leg for
his third maximum. The
fourth delivery was tonked
over long-off, the fifth, a no
ball, was played almost in

the same direction, and
the batter took full ad-

vantage of the free
hit by hammer-
ing it over long-
on and reach
his double cen-

tury. The seventh
and final ball was smashed
over deep midwicket. The
batter, thus, joined an il-
lustrious list of cricketers
who have smashed at least
six consecutive sixes in an
over, including Sir
Garfield Sobers, Ravi
Shastri, Herschelle Gibbs,
Yuvraj Singh, Ross
Whiteley, Haztratullah
Zazai, Leo Carter, Kieron
Pollard and Thisara
Perera.

Al Khor (Qatar), Nov 28 (AP):

Only a win for
Germany in the final
group game will give the
four-time World Cup
champions a chance to
avoid a second straight
early elimination. At
least they’re improving.

Substitute Niclas F
llkrug scored in the 83rd
minute on Sunday to
give Germany a 1-1 draw
against Spain at Al Bayt
Stadium in one of the
most anticipated match-
es of this year’s World
Cup. A loss would not
have eliminated
Germany, but it would
have left the team in a
much more difficult po-
sition.

“It was important that
we got this point,” F
llkrug said. “We definite-
ly have a chance to get
through to the next
round now. We can now
go into the last game
with a good feeling and
hope that everything
goes well.”

Germany’s fate will be
decided on Thursday
against Costa Rica,
which defeated Japan 1-0
earlier Sunday. Even a
win may not be enough
for the Germans, who
lost to Japan in their
opener and are in last
place in Group E. They
need the other result to
go their way. If both
Germany and Spain

win, both will advance.
If there is a draw in the
Japan-Spain match,
Germany will need to
overcome a goal-differ-
ence deficit against the
Japanese. If Japan is
victorious, then the
Germans will have to
top Spain which beat
Costa Rica 7-0 on goal
difference to get
through.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):
Former Saurashtra cap-
tain Sitanshu Kotak has
been handed the coaching
responsibilities for the
India ‘A’ squad which is
currently touring
Bangladesh for two four-
day ‘Test’ matches, begin-
ning Tuesday.

One of the batting
coaches at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA),
Kotak will be assisted by
Troy Cooley and T Dilip,
the national team’s field-
ing coach.

Dilip was given a short
break after India’s T20
World Cup campaign in
Australia. He will travel
with India ‘A’ squad and
then join the senior na-
tional side for the two
Tests against Bangladesh

scheduled from December
14 to 18 in Chattogram and
December 22 to December
26 in Dhaka.

The coaching set-up for
India ‘A’ needed to be
changed as VVS Laxman,
and his support staff of
Hrishikesh Kanitkar and
Sairaj Bahutule, are cur-
rently with the senior
India team in New
Zealand.

India ‘A’ squad for the
first four-day game:
Abhimanyu Easwaran (c),
Rohan Kunnummal,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Yash
Dhull, Sarfaraz Khan,
Tilak Varma, Upendra
Yadav (wk), Saurabh
Kumar, Rahul Chahar,
Jayant Yadav, Mukesh
Kumar, Navdeep Saini and
Atit Sheth.

Perth, Nov 28 (PTI):

Australian opener
David Warner feels
Cameron Green will face a
“big call” regarding his
participation in the IPL,
warning the all-rounder

about possible burnout
ahead of a gruelling
schedule.

Green, who has already
registered for the IPL auc-
tions, is likely to spend al-
most half of the season in
India for the T20 league be-

sides four Tests and two
ODIs series. He also has
tours of England and
South Africa lined up be-
fore next year’s ODI World
Cup in India.

“Nineteen weeks
straight in India, being
your first trip there as
well, can be quite challeng-
ing - from the heat perspec-
tive, the playing, the recov-
ery,” Warner said on
Monday ahead of
Australia’s Test series
against the West Indies.

“I’ve been through it,
I’ve done the Test series
and the IPL. It is tough.
Then on the back of that
you’ve got five Test match-
es in England. Then I
think you’ve got 20 days off
before you go to South
Africa and then go to a
World Cup.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant is “mess-
ing up” his chances and
should be given a break
from international crick-
et to reinvent his game,
feels former chairman of
selection committee
K r i s h n a m a c h a r i
Srikkanth.

Pant has looked sub-
dued in limited overs
cricket this year, scoring
just one fifty in the short-
est format way back in
February against the
West Indies, while cross-
ing the 30-run mark only
twice in the 21 innings
that he has played in 2022.

In ODIs, the 25-year-old
had two fifties and a hun-
dred in the nine innings
he has played this year.
“Maybe you can give him

(Pant) a break and tell
him ‘just wait a bit, come
and play in India’, they
haven’t handled him well.
Are you going to wait for
a couple of matches be-
fore giving him a break
or remove him after one
or two games?”

Srikkanth said on his
YouTube channel Cheeky
Cheeka.

“Yes, Rishabh Pant is
not utilising the chances
he’s getting. I am very
disappointed - ennada
Pant-u (what is this
Pant)?,” he added.

Dubai, Nov 28 (PTI):

Afghanistan have ce-
mented their place in
next year’s ICC ODI
World Cup in India after
the second ODI against
hosts Sri Lanka in
Pallekele was abandoned
due to rain.

Afghanistan received
five extra points in the
World Cup Super League
standings because of the
no result that took their
total to 115 points in the
current cycle.

Afghanistan are sit-
ting safely in seventh
place on the current
standings, with the top
eight sides at the end of
the Super League earn-

ing automatic spots.
While the five points

was a good result for
Afghanistan, it was the
exact opposite for Sri
Lanka as their hopes of
automatic qualification
were hanging by a
thread.

Dasun Shanaka’s side
are in 10th place on the
standings with just 67
points and only have four
matches remaining in
this period to try and
sneak into the top eight.

Sri Lanka will look to
pick up valuable 10
points and tie the three-
ODI series by defeating
Afghanistan in the third
ODI in Pallekele on
Wednesday.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Soccer fans walk along the shipping container camp
in Doha, Monday. World Cup soccer fans on a budget
are staying in refurbished shipping containers.

World Record! Gaikwad
hits 7 sixes in an over

Germany salvages 1-1 draw
against Spain at World Cup

Spain’s Alvaro Morata celebrates after scoring the
opening goal during the World Cup group E soccer
match between Spain and Germany, at the Al Bayt
Stadium in Al Khor , Qatar.

Kotak, Cooley & Dilip to 
shoulder coaching responsibility

for India A tour of Bangladesh

You are messing up chances, need
to reinvent game: Srikkanth to Pant

It’s a big call: Warner warns
Green of IPL workload

Afghanistan seal ODI World
Cup spot in India after

washout game against Lanka
Malaga, Nov 28 (AP):

Canada won its first
Davis Cup title on Sunday,
beating Australia behind
victories from Denis
Shapovalov and Felix
Auger-Aliassime.

Auger-Aliassime se-
cured the winning point
when he downed Alex de
Minaur 6-3, 6-4 after
Shapovalov opened the
day by rolling past
Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2, 6-
4. Seven years after lead-
ing Canada to the top of
junior tennis, Auger-
Aliassime, Shapovalov
and their teammates fi-
nally got to lift the top
team trophy in their
sport. “I think of us all
here, we’ve dreamt of this

moment,” Auger-
Aliassime said.
Shapovalov had dropped
both his singles matches
this week and needed

treatment on his back
during a three-set loss
Saturday in the semifi-
nals to Italy’s Lorenzo
Sonego that lasted 3

hours, 15 minutes. But the
left-hander moved quickly
around the court Sunday,
setting up angles to put
away winners while rac-
ing to a 4-0 lead in the first
set.

Auger-Aliassime then
finished off his superb
second half of the season
by completing a perfect
week in Spain. He twice
had kept the Canadians
alive after Shapovalov
dropped the opening sin-
gles match, and on
Saturday he replaced his
weary teammate to join
Vasek Pospisil for the de-
cisive doubles point. This
time, Auger-Aliassime
made sure the doubles
match wouldn’t even be
necessary.

Auger-Aliassime, Shapovalov
give Canada 1st Davis Cup title

Team Canada celebrate with the trophy after winning
the Davis Cup tennis final in Malaga, Spain, Sunday.

Al Wakrah, Qatar, Nov
28 (AP): Substitute
Vincent Aboubakar scored
one goal and created an-
other as Cameroon rallied
from 3-1 down to draw 3-3
with Serbia at the World
Cup on Monday.

He lobbed goalkeeper
Vanja Milinkovic-Savic in
the 64th minute and then
set up striker Eric Maxim
Choupo-Moting two min-
utes later. The thrilling
draw was the first game at
the World Cup in Qatar in
which both teams gave up
a lead. But the result suit-
ed neither side.

They each have one
point after two Group G
matches and either Brazil
or Switzerland can qualify

with a win when they
meet later Monday.
Cameroon led through
central defender Jean-
Charles Castelletto’s 29th
minute tap-in but also con-
ceded twice in quick suc-

cession. Strahinja
Pavlovic scored the equal-
izer on a header in the first
minute of first-half stop-
page time and, two min-
utes later, midfielder
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic

struck from 20 meters.
Striker Aleksandar
Mitrovic made it 3-1 in the
53rd at Al Janoub
Stadium.

Cameroon coach
Rigobert Song dropped
goalkeeper Andre Onana
for the match. It was not
immediately clear why
Onana was left out amid
reports it was for discipli-
nary reasons.

Onana, who has 34 inter-
national caps and plays for
Inter Milan, responded by
posting the lineup on
Instagram.

His absence overshad-
owed a fine comeback per-
formance when all the talk
should have been about
Aboubakar.

Aboubakar saves Cameroon 
in 3-3 tie with Serbia

Serbia’s Sergej

Milinkovic-Savic

celebrates after

scoring his side’s

second goal 

during the World

Cup group G

soccer match

between

Cameroon and

Serbia, at the Al

Janoub Stadium

in Al Wakrah,

Qatar, Monday.

Elector making false complaint over EVM
malfunction must know consequence: SC

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court ob-
served on Monday a per-
son making a "false state-
ment" "must know the con-
sequence" as it leads to
stalling the electoral
process. It was hearing a
plea against an election
rule relating to the mal-
functioning of an EVM
which the petitioner
claimed was unconstitu-
tional. A bench headed by
Justice Ajay Rastogi told
the petitioner to file a writ-
ten note explaining why
the provision was prob-
lematic and observed, at
this stage, it was not in
agreement with his stand.

"We tell you very frankly,
we don't find any reason to
consider your request for
Rule 49MA. What is wrong
in the provision according
to you? Bring your written
note (on) why this is provi-

sion to be succumbed," the
court said and asked the
case to be listed for hear-
ing after vacation.

"If somebody makes a
false statement, then he
must know the conse-
quence. The whole further
electoral proceeding is
stalled. You are informing
the election officer then he
is taking the call, this and
that," the bench, also com-
prising Justice Bela M
Trivedi, said.

"If we find that some rid-
ers, strict riders have to be
there who is making the
complaint and who has to
take a call (it would be con-
sidered). Otherwise the
system will not work," it
added. The court was hear-
ing a petition by Sunil
Ahya alleging that Rule
49MA of 'The Conduct of
Elections Rules' was un-
constitutional as it crimi-
nalises reporting of mal-

functioning of Electronic
Voting Machines and
Voter Verified Paper Audit
Trails.

Rule 49MA reads: Where
printer for paper trail is
used, if an elector after
having recorded his vote
under rule 49M alleges
that the paper slip generat-
ed by the printer has
shown the name or symbol
of a candidate other than
the one he voted for, the
presiding officer shall ob-
tain a written declaration
from the elector as to the
allegation, after warning
the elector about the conse-
quence of making a false
declaration.

The plea has alleged that
putting the onus on the
elector in cases of arbi-
trary deviant behaviour of
machines used in election
process infringes upon a
citizen's right to freedom of
expression under the

Constitution. It when an
elector is asked to cast test
vote as prescribed under
Rule 49MA, he may not be
able to reproduce the same
result, which he was com-
plaining about, one more
time in a sequence, be-
cause of the pre-pro-
grammed deviant behav-
iour of the electronic ma-
chines.

"In the course of report-
ing the deviant behaviour
of an electronic machine
used in the election
process, an elector has to
cast two votes; first one in
secrecy and the second a
test vote in the presence of
the candidates or polling
agents. A test vote cast sub-
sequently in the presence
of others cannot become a
conclusive evidence of the
deviant behaviour or oth-
erwise of the previous vote
cast in absolute secrecy,"
the plea said.
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Mahant of Shri Math Baghambari Gaddi Balveer Giri along
with officials perform rituals for the upcoming annual
Magh Mela festival, in Prayagraj, Monday.
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‘330 of 1,621 candidates have 
criminal records; AAP tops with 61’

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

As many as 330 of 1,621
candidates, or around 20
per cent, contesting the
next month's Gujarat
Assembly elections have
criminal cases registered
against them, the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said on Monday.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) tops the list with 61
such candidates.

The total number of
candidates with criminal
cases stood at 238 in the
2017 Gujarat Assembly
polls. As per a report re-
leased on Monday by the

ADR after a survey of
candidates of both phas-
es, 60 candidates from
Congress and 32 from the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) have crimi-
nal cases against them.

A total of 192 candi-
dates are booked for seri-
ous offences related to
murder, rape, and attempt
to murder, including 96
from Congress, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
AAP, the ADR said citing
the analysis of affidavits
of all 1,621 contestants in
the fray for the two-phase
polls scheduled for
December 1 and 5.

The 330 candidates

with criminal cases
against their names com-
prise 167 contesting 89
seats in the first phase,
out of the total 788 candi-
dates, and 163 in the sec-
ond phase's 93 seats, out
of the total 822 contest-
ants, the ADR analysis re-
vealed.

As far as candidates
with serious crimes are
concerned, AAP tops the
list with 43, followed by
Congress with 28 and BJP
with 25. There are 181, 179
and 182 candidates con-
testing from AAP,
Congress and BJP, respec-
tively, in the polls for the
182-member state

Assembly.
The ADR said it defines

serious crimes as non-
bailable offences, which
attract a maximum pun-
ishment of five years and
more. These are crimes
related to assault, mur-
der, kidnap and rape, as
well as crimes against
women, and corruption
cases.

As many as 18 candi-
dates have been named in
crimes against women,
while one candidate is ac-
cused of rape. Five have
murder charges against
their names and 20 are ac-
cused of attempting to
murder.

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The ruling Left government
in Kerala, which had been
defending its move to lay
survey stones for a social im-
pact assessment (SIA) study
regarding the proposed
SilverLine semi-high speed
rail corridor, has decided to
redeploy all the staff posted
for the same and brought to
a halt -- for now -- the imple-
mentation of the ambitious
project. According to a gov-
ernment order issued by the

Revenue Department on
Sunday, all the staff posted
in land acquisition units for
the project "may be called
back immediately" and be
redeployed to other essential
projects. The order also
states that fresh notifica-
tions for an SIA study with
regard to acquisition of
1,221 hectares of land in sev-
eral villages of the state for
the SilverLine may be is-
sued after getting approval
for the project from the
Railway Board.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

A day after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
accused Congress of
playing vote bank poli-
tics over terrorism,
Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday said his party
had sacrificed two prime
ministers in the fight
against terrorism.

Kharge questioned
whether any leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had fought for the
freedom of the country.

"We have done the
work to fight against ter-
rorists. To maintain
peace in the country, we
have sacrificed our lead-
ers. Indira Gandhi sacri-
ficed her life to keep the
country united. Rajiv
Gandhi was martyred for
the unity of the country.

Is there a leader in the
BJP who at least fought
for the freedom of the
country?" Kharge asked.

Addressing a rally in
Kheda in poll-bound
Gujarat on Sunday, the
prime minister had said
Congress views terror-
ism from the prism of the
vote bank". He also said,
"terrorism was not over
yet and the politics of the
Congress has also not
changed".

"Here (in Congress), we
have lost our two famous
and world-respected
prime ministers to
strengthen and unite the
country. This is an elec-
tion of the state
Assembly and not of
Parliament. We are here
before you with the is-
sues affecting the state. It
is better if he (Modi)
talks about the successes

and failures of the state,"
Kharge said.

On the BJP's poll prom-
ise of implementing the
Uniform Civil Code in
Gujarat, Khrage said it
was an attempt to divide
society and create contro-
versy for votes.

"They (BJP) are pro-
voking Congress and
other leaders to speak up
and get angry. Their aim
is to provoke us and di-
vide society, but we are
not going to fall into their
trap," he said.

Slamming Modi for
seeking votes in his name
and claiming only he con-
tributed to the progress
of Gujarat as if there
were no leaders before
him, Kharge said the
prime minister keeps
talking about the
Congress has done noth-
ing in the past 70-odd

years.
"If any party built the

country in 70 years, it
was Congress," Kharge
said, adding, unlike
Modi, he does not take
credit for the several
thousand crore worths of
projects sanctioned when
he was Union minister.

Attacking the BJP's
'Gujarat model' of devel-
opment, the Congress
president said there were
five lakh vacancies in
government depart-
ments, including that of
28,000 teachers.

"The state's debt is ris-
ing sharply. When we
went out of power, we left
a debt of Rs 10,000 crore.
Today it has swelled to Rs
3.40 lakh crore, and is
going to increase further
to Rs 4.60 lakh crore dur-
ing the current fiscal,"
Kharge said.

"The so-called "Gujarat
model" is about 4 lakh
COVID-19 deaths. They
changed three chief min-
isters in six years. If you
change three CMs, it
means that you did noth-
ing here. Otherwise,
there was no reason to
change them," Kharge
said. He expressed confi-
dence in Congress win-
ning the Gujarat elec-
tions.

"The BJP has under-
stood the people of
Gujarat are deciding in
favour of Congress.
Despite being in power
for 27 years, it has be-
come necessary for the
BJP to bring in the prime
minister, Union home
minister, four to five chief
ministers to make in-
flammatory speeches to
mislead people," he
claimed.

Both Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot 
are assets for Congress: Rahul

Indore, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Amid a row over
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot's statement
against his former deputy
Sachin Pilot, Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
said both the leaders are
assets for the party.
Addressing a press confer-
ence near Indore, Gandhi,
the Lok Sabha member
from Wayanad in Kerala,
also said the decision to
contest again from the
Amethi seat in Uttar
Pradesh would be taken
after one or one-and-a-
half years.

"At present, my focus is
on the Bharat Jodo Yatra,"
he said. Union minister
and BJP leader Smriti
Irani had defeated Rahul

Gandhi in his family's bas-
tion Amethi in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. To a query
on different statements
being given by Rajasthan
leaders Gehlot and Pilot
amid their power tussle, he
said, "It will not affect the
yatra and both the leaders
are assets to the Congress
party." Gehlot on Thursday
told NDTV that Pilot is a

'gaddar' (traitor) who can-
not replace him as he had
revolted against Congress
in 2020 and tried to topple
the state government,
drawing a sharp response
from his former deputy
who said such "mud-sling-
ing" would not help.
Queried whether he would
like to contest again from
Amethi, Gandhi said, "I

don't want to give any head-
line to the media as at pres-
ent my focus is on the
Bharat Jodo Yatra." "See,
once again these are all at-
tempts to distract from the
main idea. You want news-
papers to say tomorrow
whether I will contest from
Amethi or not," Gandhi
said. "I want the newspa-
pers to write about the

Bharat Jodo Yatra, the
ideas and philosophy be-
hind the yatra," he said.
"The answer to your ques-
tion will come, may be in a
year or year-and-a-half," he
said. To a query on plans
for solving the unemploy-
ment problem in the coun-
try, Gandhi said the main
problem at present is that
the entire wealth of the na-
tion is confined in the
hands of three-four indus-
trialists.

The Congress will focus
on creating small-scale en-
terprises to generate more
employment opportunities
in the country, he said. "I
want the government to
participate in education
and health care and pump
in more money in these sec-
tors," Gandhi said.

Three cheetahs being
moved from 

quarantine zone

Sheopur, Nov 28 (PTI): 

All the eight cheetahs
brought from Namibia to
Madhya Pradesh's Kuno
National Park (KNP) in
September have been
shifted from the quaran-
tine zone to the larger ac-
climatisation enclosure,
with three female chee-
tahs being released on
Monday, a Forest official
said.

The eight cheetahs
were translocated from
the African country on
September 17 as part of
an ambitious reintroduc-
tion project of the

species. They were re-
leased into the quaran-
tine zone by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"Female cheetahs
Savana, Shasha, and
Siyaya were released into
the big boma (enclosure)
number 5 using walk-
through cages between 9
am and 11 am on
Monday," confirmed
Kuno Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Prakash
Kumar Verma.

On Sunday, female
cheetahs Asha and
Tbilisi joined males
Obaan, Alton, and
Freddie in the larger en-

closure. Obaan was re-
leased into the larger en-
closure on November 18,
while Elton and Freddie
were moved on
November 5.

Earlier, on Saturday,
the last of the six leop-
ards that had entered the
larger enclosure before
the arrival of these chee-
tahs had moved out into
the wild.

The last cheetah died
in India in Koriya dis-
trict in present-day
Chhattisgarh in 1947, and
the species was declared
extinct from the country
in 1952.

FARM HARVEST

Farmers wash turnips in a pond after harvesting, at a village on the outskirts of Jammu, Monday.

All eight big cats in KNP’s acclimatisation enclosure

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with party leaders Kamal Nath and Digvijaya Singh addresses
the media during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Indore district, Monday.

Kharge counters PM Modi

‘Congress sacrificed two prime ministers in terror fight’
SC seeks replies of Centre,

states on PIL for free 
sanitary pads for girls 

studying in govt schools

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre, states and
Union territories (UTs) on
a PIL seeking issuance of
directions for providing
free sanitary pads to girls
studying in classes 6 to 12
in government schools
across the country. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S Narasimha
took note of the plea of so-
cial activist Jaya Thakur, a
Madhya Pradesh-based
doctor, and issued notices
to the central government
and all the states and UTs.
The top court also sought
assistance of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta in
the matter, saying the peti-
tioner has raised the im-
portant issue of sanitation
and hygiene of girl stu-
dents in government and
government-aided schools.

Kerala govt to recall 
officials deployed for SIA

study on SilverLine

ADR report on Gujarat Assembly polls



Monkeypox renamed
LLoonnddoonn::  The World Health
Organisation has renamed
monkeypox as mpox, cit-
ing concerns the original
name of the decades-old
animal disease could be
construed as discrimina-
tory and racist. The UN
health agency said in a
statement Monday that
mpox was its new pre-
ferred name for monkey-
pox, saying that both
monkeypox and mpox
would be used for the
next year while the old
name is phased out. WHO
said it was concerned by
the “racist and stigmatis-
ing language” that arose
after monkeypox spread
to more than 100 coun-
tries. It said numerous
individuals and 
countries asked the
organisation “to propose
a way forward to change
the name”.

UPSC member
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Health
Secretary Preeti Sudan
has been appointed as a
member of Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC), a senior official
said on Monday. The
UPSC conducts civil serv-
ices examination annually
in three stages — prelimi-
nary, main and interview
— to select officers of
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS), Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) and
Indian Police Service
(IPS) among others.
Sudan, a 1983 batch
(retired) IAS officer of
Andhra Pradesh cadre,
will be administered the
oath of office of the UPSC
member on Tuesday, the
official said. She superan-
nuated as the health sec-
retary in July 2020.

Bomb threat
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A top private
school in south Delhi on
Monday received an email
claiming a bomb inside
the campus, following
which the premises were
evacuated for a thorough
search, police said. On
Monday at 1.19 pm, an
email was received on the
official mail account of
the Indian Public School,
Sadiq Nagar, regarding a
bomb being placed in the
premises of the school,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (south) Chandan
Chowdhary said. The
local police were
informed and the bomb
disposal squad and dog
squad along with the
Defence Colony police
station staff reached the
spot. The school campus
was evacuated and a
thorough search was
done, Chowdhary said.
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BRIEF

4-year-old boy Nawang Tashi
Rapten after becoming a

monk, at Dorje Drak
Monastery in Shimla,

Monday. The boy is believed
to be the reincarnation 

of Tibetan Lama Taklung
Tsetul Rinpoche.

Sukoon ki neend, machharon ke bin.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

The Centre told the
Supreme Court on Monday
that religious freedom
does not include a funda-
mental right to convert
other people to a particu-
lar religion and that it cer-
tainly does not embrace
the right to convert an in-
dividual through fraud, de-
ception, coercion or allure-
ment. The central govern-
ment said it is “cognizant
of the menace” and laws
that seek to control such
practices are necessary to
protect the cherished
rights of vulnerable sec-
tions of the society includ-
ing women and economi-
cally and socially back-
ward classes.

The Centre’s stand came
on a short affidavit in re-
sponse to a plea by advo-
cate Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to take stringent steps
to control fraudulent reli-
gious conversion by “in-
timidation” and through
“gifts and monetary bene-
fits”. The affidavit, filed
through Deputy Secretary
of Ministry of Home
Affairs, asserted that the
reliefs sought in the pres-

ent petition would be taken
up “in all seriousness” by
the Union of India” and
that it is “cognizant of the
gravity and the serious-
ness of the issue raised in
the present writ petition”.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and CT Raviumar,
while hearing the matter,
observed it was not against

religious conversions but
forced conversions, and
asked the Centre to file a
detailed affidavit on the
issue after taking informa-
tion from states. “You file a
detailed affidavit after ob-
taining the necessary in-
formation from the con-
cerned States We are not
against conversion. But
there cannot be any forced
conversion,” the court ob-
served. The court deferred
hearing on the petition as
well as an impleadment ap-
plication challenging its
maintainability till
December 5. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
told the court that forced
conversion was a “serious
menace” and a “national
issue” and that in its affi-
davit the central govern-
ment has mentioned about
the relevant steps taken by
certain states.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

In a chilling recall of
the Shraddha Walkar mur-
der case, a woman and her
son were arrested for al-
legedly killing her hus-
band, chopping the body
into 10 pieces and keeping
them in a fridge in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar, po-
lice said on Monday.

Anjan Das was killed on
May 30 and some of his
body parts were found
stuffed inside a bag at the
Ramlila Ground in east
Delhi’s Kalyanpuri on
June 5, police said.

His wife Poonam and
son Deepak disposed of
the body parts, of which
six have been found so far,
at different places in east
Delhi over a period of
three to four days and
buried the skull, they said.

The duo had killed Das
over suspicion that he was
eyeing his stepdaughter
and stepson’s wife, police
said. The fridge used for
storing the body parts has
been seized, police said.

According to police,
after the recovery of Das’
body parts, a case was reg-
istered under sections 302
(murder) and 201 (causing

disappearance of evidence
and giving false informa-
tion) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Pandav
Nagar police station.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

Hackers have allegedly
demanded an estimated Rs
200 crore in cryptocurren-
cy from the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi as
its server remained out of
order for the sixth consec-
utive day, official sources
said on Monday.

It is feared that data of
around 3-4 crore patients
could have been compro-
mised due to the breach
detected Wednesday
morning.

Patient care services in
emergency, outpatient, in-
patient and laboratory
wings are being managed
manually as the server re-
mained down, the sources

said. The India Computer
Emergency Response
Team (CERT-IN), Delhi
Police and representatives
of the Ministry of Home
Affairs are investigating
the ransomware attack.

A case of extortion and
cyber terrorism was regis-
tered by the Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic
Operations (IFSO) unit of
the Delhi Police on
November 25.

Official sources said in-
ternet services are blocked
on computers at the hospi-
tal on the recommenda-
tions of the investigating
agencies.

The AIIMS server has
stored data of several
VIPs, including former
prime ministers, minis-

ters, bureaucrats and
judges.

“Hackers have allegedly
demanded around Rs 200
crore in cryptocurrency,”
one of the sources told
PTI.

Meanwhile, the NIC e-
hospital database and ap-
plication servers for e-hos-
pital have been restored.
The NIC team is scanning
and cleaning infection
from other e-hospital
servers located at AIIMS
which are required for de-
livery of hospital services,
an official source said.

Four physical servers
arranged for restoring e-
hospital services have
been scanned and pre-
pared for the databases
and applications.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII))::

A Delhi court on Monday
awarded life imprisonment to
five terrorists of the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) for recruit-
ing and training youths for ter-
ror activities across the coun-
try. 

Special Judge Shailender
Malik awarded the jail term to
Sajjad Ahmed Khan, Bilal
Ahmed Mir, Muzaffar Ahmed
Bhat, Ishfaq Ahmed Bhat and
Mehraj-ud-din Chopan after
they pleaded guilty in the
case.

The judge also awarded a
five-year jail term to Tanveer
Ahmed Ganie in the case. The
judge noted that all the con-
victs were in conspiracy with
each other to wage war
against India. It said the con-
victs were “not only members
of JeM but they have been sup-

porting/harbouring terror-
ists/members of JeM by pro-
viding them arms/ammunition,
logistic supports and explo-
sives.” 

“The accused were also
involved in enticing/ motivat-
ing locals of Jammu & Kashmir
to go into militancy and
arranging funds, etc. 

for carrying out terrorist
acts and therefore they all are
liable to be convicted for
offence u/s 120B IPC as well as
u/s 18 of UA(P)Act,” the judge
said. The NIA lodged an FIR in
March 2019 and started the
investigation.

The probe agency said the
convicts were trained by
Pakistan-based JeM operatives
to do reconnaissance of tar-
gets, arrange hideouts, and
provide logistical support to
terrorists and to carry out ter-
ror attacks in India.

Raipur, Nov 28 (PTI):

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday stepped up his
attack on the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), accusing
the probe agency of cross-
ing its limits and treating
people inhumanely in the
state.

Talking to reporters at
the helipad in Police Lines
here, Baghel alleged that
the agency has been tor-
turing and harassing peo-
ple in the name of investi-
gation and dubbed the ac-
tion as “unfortunate”.

The chief minister’s re-
mark has come a day after
he targeted the ED in a se-
ries of tweets accusing it
of assaulting and intimi-
dating people. The ED had

recently arrested four per-
sons, including IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi and two
coal traders, in connection
with a money laundering
case linked to the alleged
extortion from mining
transporters.

When asked about the
ED’s action, Baghel said,
“..it is very wrong. They
are acting beyond their
limits. There is informa-
tion that people were beat-
en up with rods, not given
water to drink, not allowed
to sit (for several hours)
and even not allowed to
sleep...”

“I don’t think any gov-
ernment or court will
allow such an inhumane
treatment. It is very unfor-
tunate that the agency has
crossed its limits,” he said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII)):: The
government has allowed the
Enforcement Directorate to
share information about eco-
nomic offenders with 15 more
agencies, including SFIO, CCI
and NIA, a move that will expe-
dite nailing of law-breakers.
The finance ministry notified
changes to the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, on November
22. Through the notification,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which deals primarily
with cases of money launder-
ing and violations of foreign
exchange laws, would be able
to share data with a total of 25
agencies, including the 10
specified earlier. These 15
agencies include National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Serious Fraud Investigation

Office (SFIO), State Police
Department, regulators under
various Acts, Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), Ministry of External
Affairs, and Competition
Commission of India (CCI).
National Intelligence Grid,
Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC), Defence Intelligence
Agency, National Technical
Research Organisation,
Military Intelligence, inquiry
authority under Central Civil
Services Rules and Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau too have
been added to the list of agen-
cies for data sharing. Earlier,
the ED was permitted to share
data with only 10 agencies,
including CBI, RBI, Sebi, IRDAI,
Intelligence Bureau, and
Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU), among others.

CBI arrests man
impersonating its

joint director
New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI)
The CBI has arrested a
man who allegedly met
private individuals at the
Tamil Nadu Bhavan here
and demanded costly gifts
posing as a joint director
of the agency, officials
said on Monday.

The arrested, identified
as Visakhapatnam-resi-
dent Kovvi Reddy
Srinivas Rao, allegedly de-
manded gifts from private
individuals assuring
them of lobbying with
unidentified public ser-
vants on their behalf for
getting favourable re-
sponse in various mat-
ters, including in cases
registered by different
central investigative
agencies, they said.

Mumbai, Nov 28 (PTI):

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan on Monday said
a stone bench in the shape
of the popular book of po-
etry “Madhushala”,
penned by his late father
and celebrated poet
Harivansh Rai Bachchan,
was installed here at his
residence Jalsa.

The 80-year-old actor
took to his personal blog,
where he shared several
pictures of the bench set
up at the lawns of his
Juhu-based palatial bunga-
low. According to
Bachchan, the structure
was built in the Polish city
of Wroclaw, which had
named a square after

Harivansh Rai Bachchan
in 2020. “... a bench made of
stone in Wroclaw , Poland
in the shape of a book -
Madhushala .. intricate
and most uniquely done ..
weighs a ton .. brought
from Poland, through the
kind offices of the Counsel
general India in Wroclaw,
Shri Kartikeya Johri , who
worked assiduously in put-
ting up the elf statue of
Babuji in Wroclaw, a stamp
in his honour and now has
worked on opening a
Research Centre for the
study of modern Hindi lit-
erature in the name of
Babuji - Harivansh Rai
Bachchan, Research
Institute .. “ the screen
icon wrote.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday again targeted the
Congress over the partici-
pation of Narmada
Bachao Andolan activist
Medha Patkar in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
Rahul Gandhi, and said
the opposition party must
shun its “divide and rule”
strategy to win back the
trust of the people of
Gujarat.

Addressing a poll rally
in Palitana town of
Bhavnagar district in sup-
port of the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidates,
Modi said the people of
Gujarat have rejected the
Congress because the state
had suffered a lot due to
the party’s policy of incit-

ing people of one region or
community against anoth-
er. The people of Gujarat
are not ready to help those
who support “elements
wanting to break India”,
he said.

PM Modi, during his
previous campaign rallies
in Gujarat, had also target-
ed Rahul Gandhi for walk-
ing with Medha Patkar
during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

‘Religious freedom does not
include right to convert others’

Centre tells SC

SC voices anguish over Centre’s delay in
clearing names recommended by Collegium
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme Court on Monday expressed anguish
over the delay by the Centre in clearing the names recom-
mended by the Collegium for appointment as judges in the
higher judiciary, saying it “effectively frustrates” the method
of appointment. A bench of Justices S K Kaul and A S Oka said
a three-judge bench of the apex court had laid down the time-
lines within which the appointment process had to be complet-
ed. Those timelines, it said, have to be adhered to. Justice Kaul
observed it appeared the government is unhappy with the fact
that the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC)
Act did not pass the muster, but that cannot be a reason to not
comply with the law of the land.

Woman, son held for killing 
husband, chopping body into 10 parts

Poonam and her son Deepak, accused in the murder of
the former’s husband Anjan Das, following their arrest
by police, in New Delhi, Monday.

Police recover weapon used by Aaftab
Poonawala to cut live-in partner’s body

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288  ((PPTTII)) The Delhi Police has recovered the
weapon allegedly used by Aaftab Amin Poonawala to cut
the body of his live-in partner Shraddha Walkar, sources
said on Monday. Police have also recovered a ring that
belonged to 27-year-old Walkar, which Poonawala alleged-
ly gave to another woman, they said.
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Delhi court awards life 
imprisonment to five JeM operatives

Hackers demand Rs 200 crore 
in cryptocurrency from AIIMS-Delhi 

Server remains down for 6th day

ED crossing limits, treating
people inhumanely: Baghel

Congress needs to shun
‘divide and rule’ strategy 

Govt allows Enforcement
Directorate to share 

info with 15 more agencies

Bench shaped like book 
of ‘Madhushala’ installed at Jalsa

A bench shaped like
Harivansh Rai Bachchan’s

book ‘Madhushala’, 
installed at Bollywood

actor Amitabh
Bachchan’s residence

Jalsa, in Mumbai. 

NCC enables student to become an ideal & responsible citizen: MM Gadre
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2288:: The 74th NCC
Day was celebrated on
November 27, 2022 in the
school grounds of BSP Senior
Secondary School Sector-7.
MM Gadre, ED (P&A)  graced
the occasion as Chief Guest,
while SV Nandanwar, CGM (TA
& CSR) was the guest of hon-
our. Three platoons of Army
wing from SSS-7 and Bhilai
Vidyalaya and one platoon of
Air wing from SSS - 10 took part
in the programme.

The programmme com-
menced with Flag hoisting by
Chief Guest MM Gadre, who ob-
served the march past and took
the official salute which was fol-
lowed by oath taking ceremony
by NCC cadets. Under the lead-
ership of Sachin Paswan the
Band of Scout Rovers & Rangers
accompanied the Parade. NCC

message was spread over
through an array of colourful
balloons. Shikha Dubey wel-
comed the guests and wished
all the cadets for the NCC Day.
Second officer Praveen
Vishwakarma read out the mes-
sage given by Defense Minister
on the occasion of NCC Day, fol-
lowed by Annual Report pre-
sented by first officer Sanjay
Kumar Bhual, and Cadet
Varnika Yadav shared her expe-
rience about NCC.

In his address Chief Guest
stated that NCC is the second
line of Defense. He also stated
that NCC not only inculcates
discipline and leadership quali-
ties in the cadets but also
makes them learn teamwork
and enables them to become an
ideal and responsible citizen of
the nation. He also shared how
he attended camp and
Aeromodelling shows in his

school times. 
He also completed "C" cer-

tificate in college. As products
related to National Defense are
manufactured in Bhilai Steel
Plant in the same way our NCC
cadets play a vital role in ensur-
ing nation defense. Guest of ho-
nour SV Nandanwar in his ad-
dress congratulated the NCC
cadets for their par excellence
performance and wished them
for their bright future. 

Under the able direction of
commanding officer Colonel
Hemant Dubey of 37th CG bat-
talion NCC Durg and Guidance
of Principal Shri Vijay Singh
Pawar, second officer Shri
Praveen Vishwakarma, Subedar
Vikas Khatri, Hawaldar Vijay
Singh, NCC cadets presented
Section Attack successfully. A
thrilling presentation of Air
Strike demo was done under
the direction of commanding

officer Wing Commander Rajat
Gupta of 3 CG Air Squadron
NCC Raipur and able guidance
of Aeromodelling instructor
Deepak Bhurley which was
elaborated in detail by first offi-
cer Shri Sanjay Kumar Bhual.
Students of SSS - 10 also pre-
sented their Aeromodelling
Models.

During the prize distribution
ceremony, many cadets were
awarded under various cate-

gories. Flight Sergeant Prateek
Kumar as Parade commander, 2
I/C sergeant K Padmawati,
Platoon commanders of Platoon
no 1 CSM Rama Reddy, Platoon
no 2 sergeant Uday Singh,
Platoon no 3 Corporal Sharnya
Das, Platoon no 4 Corporal
Kunal Mandavi received prizes.
Sergeant Angle Banerjee,
Deepali, Kumud Thakur, Shruti
k Gaikwad for piloting,
Raghvendra  Ojha, Kunal Singh

Mandavi, and Taushit Ambade
was honoured as best cadet.
Special prizes were given to
Srishti Sardar and Mehul Sahu
of SSS - 7 and Ayushman Dubey
and Tanishka Gupta of SSS - 10
for their commendable achieve-
ments. Members of Section at-
tack demo, Air strike demo and
band were also felicitated. A
scintillating cultural pro-
gramme was presented by girls
cadet Anusha Tiwari, Barnita
Baidya, Ayushi Dhoke, Harshna
Giri, Keshika Sahu and group of
SSS - 10. 

The entire programme was
successfully organised under
the able guidance of Shikha
Dubey GM Education. DGM
(Sports-Education) Rajendra
Prasad, AGM (Education) RJ
Raju, Principals from various
BSP schools Sumita Sarkar,
Ruby Burmon Roy, Anita
Chacko, Vijay Singh Pawar,

Urwashi Sahu, and other offi-
cers Savita Tiwari, Vibha Rani
Katiyar, Ashok Singh, LN Dubey,
TK Sahu, Anita Ashok, SK
Nagle, DK Sahu, NCC officer,
First officer  Sanjay Kumar
Bhual, Second officer Praveen
Vishwakarma, Care taker
Goverdhan Sahu, HMs from var-
ious schools, teachers, Ex NCC
officers, parents and cadets
were also present. 

At the end, Ruby Burmon Roy
Principal SSS - 7 proposed the
Vote of Thanks. The programme
ended with NCC song and
National Anthem. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
Seema Philip and Sheetal
Chandra Sharma. Sridevi
Durge, B Padma, SN Sahu, RK
Gupta, Kirti Lata Deshmukh, CP
Sharma, VK Choubey, Paritosh
Panigrahi, IR Chelak, R Sunil
also contributed to make the
function a grand success.

RMP 3 records Best Ever
Daily Performance

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: RMP 3 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
recorded best ever daily
performance on November
27, 2022  by producing 1860
T, shattering the previous
best ever monthly perform-

ance of 1740  T on
November 09, 2022. RMP 3's
LDCP created a daily
record by producing 2419 T
on November 27, 2022, shat-
tering the previous best
ever daily performance of
2259 T on November 09,
2022. Anirban Dasgupta,

Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant and Anjani
Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) visited RMP 3 and
congratulated the RMP 3
collective for the milestone
achievements and also con-
veyed their best wishes to
the associated departments.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2288:: Sahu Mitra Sabha
Bhilai Nagar hosted the intro-
duction programme for mar-
riageable youth at Supela on
Sunday. Annual General Body
Meeting and felicitation function
was also held at Sahu Sanskriti
Sadan in Supela. About 100
young men and girls came on
the stage and introduced them-
selves in search of an appropri-
ate match for them. 

In the memory of Samaj Ratna
Dr Manrakhan Lal Sahu, the hon-
our of outstanding social worker
was given to RD Deshlahra. The
guests released the magazine
"Parichayika" during the pro-
gramme. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced the
function as Chief Guest. He said
that the young men and girls

who have published their intro-
duction in the "Parichayika"
should come on the stage to give
their introduction. 

This will increase the signifi-
cance of this event. He congratu-
lated all the office bearers includ-
ing the Sahu Mitra Sabha Bhilai
Nagar President Khedram Sahu
for this successful event. Special
Guest Mayor Neeraj Pal an-
nounced construction of an ex-
tended dome shed on the demand
of Sahu Mitra Sabha. He further

assured to repair
and maintain the drain next to the
Samaj building within two
months.

District Sahu Sangh President
Haridwarika Sahu, Former
Chairman Handicraft
Development Board Deepak
Sahu, Corporation Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu, CREDA
Member Vijay Sahu, State Sahu
Sangh Advisor Ramesh Sahu,
Tehsil Sahu Sangh Risali
President Santosh Sahu, Tehsil

Sahu Sangh Charoda President
Chandrabhushan Sahu, Tehsil
Sahu Sangh President Jeevan
Prakash Sahu and renowned folk
singer Aaru Sahu were the spe-
cial guests. Aaru Sahu gave a
cultural performance during the
programme. Local talents also
staged cultural presentations.

At the outset, Sahu Mitra
Sabha Bhilai Nagar President
Khedram Sahu delivered the
welcome address and detailed
about the activities of the or-

ganisation. Treasurer Bharatram
Sahu gave the details of income
and expenditure. General
Secretary Unmesh Sahu pre-
sented the annual report. 

Vice President Manjusha
Sahu, Office Secretary
Gajendra Ganjir, Joint Secretary
Arun Kumar Sahu and other of-
fice bearers were present in the
programme. The program was
conducted by Anju Sahu and
Unmesh Sahu while Vice
President Parasram Sahu pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

In the program, Hirashankar
Sahu was honored as the best
male worker and Ranjana Sahu
as the best female worker. The
award for the best unit was
given to Khursipar unit.
Shyamlal Sahu rewarded two
underprivileged talented youth.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti youth
wing president Manish
Pandey visited Khursipar,
Bapunagar area on
Monday. During this, he
interacted with the local
people and took details re-
lated to the problems they
were facing. Residents
mostly complained about
the supply of contaminat-
ed drinking water and
cleanliness. They ex-
pressed their fear on in-
creasing cases of diar-
rhoea, and the lack of seri-
ousness and lame efforts
of the corporation admin-
istration towards contain-
ing the spread  of the dis-
ease any further.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti's Youth Wing
President Manish Pandey
visited Khursipar, Bapu
Nagar area amidst out-

break of diarrhoea in the
aforesaid area of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
During interaction with
common people, he came
to know that bacteria like
leeches, earthworms etc.
are being found in the
drinking water supplied to
the houses here. Along
with this, the drains or
streets are also not being
cleaned. In most of the
places, the supply line of
drinking water crosses

through the sewerage line,
due to which water in the
pipeline gets contaminat-
ed resulting in supply of
dirty water to the houses.
Despite all this, this mat-
ter is not being taken seri-
ously by the corporation
administration and the
suffer is the end user i.e.
the common man. Manish
demanded from the corpo-
ration administration to
take immediate action in
rectifying the water sup-

ply system as people are
worried and scared be-
cause of increasing cases
of diarrhoea.

He stated that two per-
sons have already suc-
cumbed to diarrhoea re-
cently and several are
being admitted to the hos-
pital. In such a situation,
the corporation adminis-
tration should show seri-
ousness in controlling the
outbreak and prevent it
before it becomes an 
epidemic.

Lalchand Maurya,
Councilor Sarita Baghel,
Jaishankar Chowdhary,
Joginder Sharma, Prakash
Yadav, Rampreet Paswan,
Dharmendra Kumar,
Dharmendra Singh, Shyam,
Aditya Topa, Ajit Singh,
Srinivas Rao, Srinu,
Shankar Kedia, Atul
Kumar, Goldie Soni, Rehan
Ahmed and office bearers
were present.

Community service ‘Learning
with fun’ conducted

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: The PG
Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science at St
Thomas College orgnised a
two day community service
event called "Learning with
Fun" under the auspices of
ZEITGEIST for 50 children
in classes IV and V at
Government Middle School
in Ruabandha. The M Sc
Maths students led a col-
lege prayer on the first day
and welcomed the faculty
members and students of
the institution. Children
from the school were
wished a good future by the

principal, Dr MG
Roymon and were given in-
depth information on the
programme by the head of
the department, Dr Suja
Varghese. The PG students
and faculty of the Maths
and Computer Science
Department gave the stu-
dents a pencil box, a water
bottle, and a pen.

On the same day, PG stu-
dents from the MSc 1st Sem

(Maths) as well as the MSc
3rd Sem (Maths) gave a
presentation on the basics
of fractions, addition and
subtraction of fractions,
and comparison of frac-
tions. The following day,
students from the PGDCA,
resumed the course with an
introduction to computers.
The event was successful
thanks to the efforts of 30
students from the M Sc
(Maths), 8 students from
the M Sc (CS), and 25 stu-
dents from the PGDCA.

PG students from all the
departments conducted a
two-hour computer practi-
cal session on the final day
of the Programme. The
winners received a variety

of rewards. Once the pro-
gramme was over, the
Department teaching staff
and students gave presents
and treats to each one of
the 50 participants as a
modest sign of their appre-
ciation. The program was
completed with the cooper-
ation of Preeti Jain and
Netra Kumar Gupta as well
as teachers of Mathematics
and Computer
Department, Dr Satosh
Kumar Miri, Dr Smita
Daniel, K Manju Jyoti
Dewangan, Aarti Yadav,
Shabnam Tabassum,
Samiksha Kushwaha. The
IQAC Coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukharjee attend-
ed the programme as well.

Diarrhoea outbreak: 17 patients
found on seventh day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: About 17
people from diarrhoea af-
fected areas of the city
reached the hospitals on
Monday. On the seventh
day also, many people
sought treatment in the
OPDs. Most of the patients
are from Vrinda Nagar, JP
Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara of
Camp area in Bhilai.

CMHO Dr JP Meshram
informed that Diarrhoea
(vomiting, diarrhoea) has
spread around Vrinda
Nagar, JP Nagar,
Shardapara and New
Santoshipara area of
Camp in Bhilai city. Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr JP Meshram,
Dr SK Meshram, District
Health and Family
Welfare Officer, Dr SK
Jamgade, District Nodal
Officer, Padmakar Shinde,
District Program
Manager, Ritika Sonwani,

District Epidemiologist
and staff of Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College, visited the area
with a team consisting of
Medicine Specialist,
P a e d i a t r i c i a n ,
Community Medicine
Specialist and
Microbiologist. Necessary
guidance was given to the
medical officers and all
the employees posted in
PHC Baikunthdham.

On Monday, stool sam-
ples were collected from

the District Hospital, Durg
and sent for examination
to the Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raipur.
Urban Program Manager,
Bhilai, Block Extension
Training Officer, Sector
Supervisor, ANM and
Mitanins conducted an in-
tensive survey of 1840
houses. ORS sachets, zinc
tablets and 6000 chlorine
tablets were distributed to
the patients suffering from
vomiting and diarrhoea in
the area and health educa-

tion was given to the com-
mon people. The ambu-
lance of the Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme is regular-
ly visiting the infected
area and is working to mo-
tivate the patients to send
them to the health institu-
tions by giving medicines
and proper health educa-
tion. Adequate medicines
have been stored in the in-
fected area and an ambu-
lance was arranged to
refer serious patients to

the higher centre. On
Monday, a total of 17 cases
of diarrhoea have been
found in 11 government
and 06 private health insti-
tutions in the district.
Presently the situation is
under control, CMHO
claimed and appealed to
the general public that in
case of vomiting and diar-
rhoea, Baikunthdham
Health Centre has been
made an emergency serv-
ice control room, where
medical experts, paediatri-
cians and other staff of
the Medical College are on
duty round the clock.
People can get proper ad-
vice and consultation by
contacting 0788-4230397.
He advised the people to
drink boiled water only,
keep food items covered;
do not eat stale food, rotten
meat, fish, rotten fruits
and vegetables. He also ad-
vised people to maintain
personal hygiene and
cleanliness.
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SRJS youth wing president visits Khursipar
area, interacts with denizens 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 28: The NSS
unit of Durg Science
College was awarded for the
project competition on
"Poshan Aahar" by
Hemchand Yadav
University. It could be recol-
lected that the NSS unit of
Science College Durg had
won the prize for remark-
able work in the project
competition organised from
September 01 to September
30 on the topic Poshan
Aahar (Nutritious food).

The Chief Guest, Dr MK
Verma, Vice Chancellor,
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekananda Technical
University gave away the
award in the presence of
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice
Chancellor, Hemchand
Yadav University (popular
as Durg University), who
presided over. Bhupendra

Kuldeep, Registrar, Dr
Prashant Srivastava,
Dean, Students Welfare,
NSS program Coordinator
Dr RP Aggarwal were also
present. They also hon-
oured all the program offi-
cers present at the func-
tion. This competition was
for all the 192 colleges affil-
iated to Durg University
were top ten units were
awarded for their excellent
performance. The subjects

mainly included were
Women's Education, Child
nutrition as well as educa-
tion, Nutrition food in trib-
al area, sexual sensitivity
and water conservation
and management. The
NSS unit of Science
College, Durg, worked
under the guidance and in-
spiration of Dr RN Singh,
Principal of the college
and Program Officer Prof
Janendra Kumar Diwan

performed remarkable
work in the village and
city. The NSS volunteers
conducted slogan writing
contest, Poster making,
Pond cleaning, Public
awareness rally, Street
play, Human chain forma-
tion and cycle rally. NSS
volunteers inspected the
Anganwadi Centers in the
villages and interacted
with the Anganwadi work-
er assistants regarding
"Poshan Aahar".

They then relayed this
information to the parents
and children in the vil-
lages of their areas.
Sarpanchs of Gram
Panchayat too provided co-
operation on this occasion.
The volunteers who played
a leading role in organis-
ing this program were
team leader Lewis Kumar,
Mordhwaj, Satek,
Khoomendra and Mridul.

University honours NSS unit 
of Durg Science College

Sahu Mitra Sabha hosts introduction 
programme for marriageable youth 



CM pays obeisance to
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today in his resi-
dential office paid his
obeisance and dedicated
flowers to the picture of
the great social reformer,
thinker, writer, and
philosopher Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule on the occa-
sion of his death anniver-
sary. CM said that
Mahatma Phule wanted to
liberate society from su-
perstitions and malprac-
tice. He was a strong oppo-
nent of the caste system
prevalent in Indian socie-

ty and the dis-
c r i m i n at i o n
based on it. He
worked active-
ly for the em-
powerment of
women and
D a l i t s .
M a h a t m a
Phule estab-
lished the
Satyashodhak
Samaj to end
the discrimina-
tion against

Dalits and to help them
gain their rightful place in
society.

CM Baghel said that
Mahatma Phule empha-
sized the need for educa-
tion to free society from
social malpractices. He
also encouraged women’s
education and educated
his wife Mrs. Savitribai
Phule, who became the
first female teacher in
India. He said that the val-
ues and sense of service of
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
will always inspire us to
serve the destitute and es-
tablish equilibrium in so-
ciety.

Disclosure of identity of children in cases
of sexual offences is a punishable offence

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28:
Disclosure of identity in
cases of sexual offences
against children is a vio-
lation of section 23 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POSCO Act) and a pun-
ishable offence with im-
prisonment of six
months to one year or
fine or both.

Chhattisgarh State
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights (CSCPCR) has rec-
ommended the
Superintendents of
Police to take appropri-

ate action against the
concerned on disclosure
of the identity of chil-
dren in such cases
through newspapers,
electronic media, web
news portals or any relat-
ed medium.

The Commission has
asked to take immediate
action in such cases and
inform the commission
at the earliest by register-
ing a case without any
delay. Action should be
taken against the guilty
as per law.

The Commission has
written a letter to the
Public Relations
Department to draw the
attention of the media to-
wards this matter and
the recommended action
to be taken in such cases
as per rules.

In the letter issued by
the Commission, Section
23 (2) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act 2012, reads
that no reports in any
media shall disclose, the
identity of a child includ-
ing his name, address,
photograph, family de-
tails, school, neighbour-

hood or any other partic-
ulars which may lead to
the disclosure of the
identity of the child.

Any person who con-
travenes the provisions
of sub-section (1) or sub-
section (2) of Section 23
shall be liable to be pun-
ished with imprisonment
of either description for
a period which shall not
be less than six months
but which may extend to
one year or with fine or
with both.

The Chhattisgarh State
Child Protection
Commission has main-
tained that the identity of
the child cannot be dis-
closed in any way in case
of sexual offences
against children. The in-
cidents of publishing
names and photos
through newspapers,
electronic media, web
portals or other media
are coming to light these
days.

The Commission has
made these recommenda-
tions to prevent such in-
cidents and to provide a
safe and friendly envi-
ronment for the children.

NCC Day celebrated with
enthusiasm in Mahant College

Raipur, Nov 28: The 74th
NCC Day celebration was
held at Mahant
Laxminarayan Das
Mahavidyalay, Gandhi
Chowk here. Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey was
present as chief guest. The
function was presided over
Dr SS Khanuja, Principal,
Durga College. Anima Kujur,
Commanding Officer Home
Guard, Fire, SDRF and
Mahant College Principal Dr
Devashish Mukherjee were
specially present.

In his address the chief
guest Dubey told NCC
cadets about the impor-
tance of dedication and
sacrifice to achieve goals.
According to Dr SS
Khanuja NCC is an oppor-
tunity to render social serv-
ices and embark on career
in police and military.

Anima Kujur in her ad-
dress highlighted impor-
tance of NCC and NSS in
making the youth self re-
liant. According to
Principal of Mahant
College, Dr Devashish

Mukherjee NCC inculcates
national spirit in the youth,
which is one of the utmost
needs of the present times.
NCC Officer Dr Shweta
Sharma, Assistant Professor
Dr Kiran Agrawal and teach-

ers played important role in
the programme. Cadets
Khushi Tripathi and Leena
Hiyal were presented badges
for their excellent perform-
ance in inter-college group
competition, held in Indore.

CM extends greetings on Ch’garhi
Rajbhasha Diwas to people of the state

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 28:
Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day i.e.
‘Chhattisgarhi Rajbhasha
Diwas’ celebration was or-
ganized today by the
Department of Culture
and Archeology at Chief
Minister’s residence of-
fice. On the occasion,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel honored 13 littera-
teurs of Chhattisgarh for
their service towards
Chhattisgarhi language.
Chief Minister also re-
leased the literary works
of 10 litterateurs of
Chhattisgarhi language in
the programme.

On this occasion, while
addressing everyone,
Chief Minister congratu-
lated the people of the
state on Official Language
Day (Rajbhasha Diwas).
Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarhi is our moth-
er tongue and our pride,
the work of grooming and
furthering this language is
being done continuously
by the present government
of Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister Baghel said that

his government has made
‘Arpa Pairi Ke Dhar’ the
state song and started
teaching Chhattisgarhi
language in government
schools. Chief Minister
said that it is the responsi-
bility of every
Chhattisgarhi to work for
the progress of
Chhattisgarhi. On this oc-
casion, Chief Minister
said that the Chhattisgarh
government is working
for the recognition of

Chhattisgarhi at national
and international level by
promoting local Teej festi-
vals and sports.

On the occasion of
Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day, Chief
Minister Jageshwar
Prasad District- Raipur,
Rameshwar Sharma
District Raipur, Dr. J. R.
Soni District- Durg, PC
Lal Yadav District Sakti,
Durga Prasad Parkar
District Raipur, Ramnath
Sahu District- Raipur,
Sorin Chandrasen
District- Mahasamund,
Parmanand Verma
District Khairagarh,
Budhram Yadav District
Bilaspur, Ranjit Sarathi
District Sarguja, Dr. Shail
Chandra, District
Dhamtari, Duman Lal
Dhuv, District Dhamtari
and Rudra Narayan
Panigrahi, District-
Jagdalpur were honored
for their special contribu-
tion towards
Chhattisgarhi language.

CM Baghel also re-

leased the books pub-
lished by Chhattisgarhi
Rajbhasha Commission
on the occasion of Official
Language Day. Chief
Minister released
Mahettaru Madhukar’s
composition Gurtur
Bhakha, Dr. Suresh
Kumar Sharma’s Valmiki
Ramayana, Sukhdev
Singh Ahileshwar’s
Bangasya Chhand Anjor,
Tejpal Soni’s Shrimad
Bhagwat Geeta, Suman
Lal Dhruv’s Village
Sirjabo, Rajendra Prasad
Sinha’s Amraiya O
Manbhaban, Kamlesh
Prasad Sharma Babu Ki
Kutis Bandara Jajharg-
Jajharg, Dr. Shilpi
Shukla’s Chhattisgarh
Mahila Lekhan and
Urmila Shukla’s composi-
tions and works of P.C.
Lal Yadav.

Anbalagan P, Secretary,
Culture Department and
Vivek Acharya, Director,
Culture Department were
also present in the pro-
gramme.

Two pvt company workers
steal Rs 2.82 lakh of company

Raipur, Nov 28: Police
have arrested two workers
of SR Corporate
Consultancy Private
Limited, Telibandha in
connection with the inci-
dent of theft of lakhs of
rupees in the company.
Two arrested workers are
Anurag Dhidhi (driver)
and Hitesh Chaturvedi
(peon). In order to hide
their identity they alleged-
ly stolen DVR of CCTV
camera and fled. Police
have recovered stolen cash
amount of Rs 2.82 lakh 500,
a laptop, a watch and DVR
used in CCTV camera and
an iron rode from their
possession and registered
offence under Section 457,
380, 381 and 34 IPC against
them.

According to
Telibandha Police,
Subhendu Kumar
Satpathi who works as
senior manager in SR
Corporate Consultancy

Private Limited, 4th floor,
Aishwarya Chamber
Telibandha, had lodged
complaint. According to
complainant the company
owners Surendra Kumar
Jain and Ritu Jain had
gone to Delhi on
November 22, 2022. The
key of the company office
room was handed over to
receptionist Shradhha
Thakur. Shraddha Thakur
had opened the company
office at around 9:30 am on
November 25 and had gone
back to home after closing
the office at 7 pm in
evening. When she came
to the office at around 9:30
am on November 26, 2022
she found the office lock
broken and goods scat-
terred all round. She in-
formed Shubhendu about

the incident over phone.
After seeing goods scat-
tered in the office and bro-
ken CCTV camera
Shubhendu informed
owners Surendra Jain
and Ritu Jain over phone.
They told that official doc-
ument and cash were kept
in the office. After return-
ing to office the owners
found that cash of 3 lakh,
a laptop and watch were
missing.

After registering report
the police checked CCTV
footages near the site of
incident and put an in-
former on duty.

Police received tip off
from informer that com-
pany workers Anurag
Dhidhi and Hitesh
Chaturvedi were roaming
around the site of the in-
cident at late night in
mysterious condition.
Acting on this tip off the
police arrested both
Anurag and Hitesh.
During interrogation they
confessed of committing
theft.

Baghel to BJP leaders: Why hue and
cry over J’khand Police’s arrival?

Raipur: Baghel also
slammed the BJP and
asked why it was raising a
hue and cry when the
Jharkhand police arrived
in Chhattisgarh in connec-
tion with a rape case, in
which its candidate for
Bhanupratappur bypoll
Brahmanand Netam is also
an accused.

“Two days ago, (BJP
leader) Brijmohan
Agarwal had challenged to
arrest Netam, and if the
Jharkhand police have ar-
rived here why is he raising
a hue and cry and terming
the action as a conspira-
cy?” he said.

The case was lodged in
May 2019 when Raghubar
Das-led BJP government
was in power in
Jharkhand, he said, adding
that BJP should ask him
(Raghubar Das) about the
conspiracy.

“Why is the BJP support-
ing a rapist (referring to
Netam)? If they (BJP) have
done something wrong (by
nominating Netam as the
party candidate), then they
should accept their mis-
take. Instead of accepting
their mistake, they are try-
ing to hide it,” Baghel said.

On November 20, state
Congress chief Mohan
Markam had claimed that
the Jharkhand police had
lodged a case at Telco police

station in Jamshedpur on
May 15, 2019 about a 15-
year-old girl allegedly being
pushed into the flesh trade
and raped by several per-
sons. According to
Markam, five persons were
held in the case initially,
while former BJP MLA
Netam, a native of
Charama town in Kanker,
and four others were also
named as accused.

The Jharkhand police ar-
rived in Raipur on Monday
morning and headed to
Kanker in connection with
the case.

Senior BJP MLA and for-
mer minister Brijmohan
Agrawal dubbed the
Jharkhand police’s arrival
as a conspiracy by
C o n g r e s s - r u l e d
Chhattisgarh and Hemant
Soren-led Jharkhand gov-
ernment.

Fearing defeat in the
December 5
Bhanupratappur bypoll,
the Congress made such
false allegations against
Netam. People of
Bhanupratappur and
Chhattisgarh will give a be-

fitting reply to the
Congress for its conspiracy
to malign the image of an
innocent tribal man,
Agrawal claimed.

J’kand police raids Netam’s 
residence, finds him missing!

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Nov 28: To arrest
the accused BJP candidate
Brahmanand Netam for
Bhanupratappur by-poll in
an alleged rape case, the
Jharkhand police reached
at  his residence in
Charama after reporting
the matter in the Kanker
Police Station. But Netam
was not present in his resi-
dence. In addition to this
the police also conducted
raid at the residence of
two suspended police per-
sonnel Keshav Sinha and
Deepankar. But including
Netam, all three could not
be traced and are reported
a b s c o n d i n g .
Kanker Police sources in-
formed that under leader-
ship of DSP Telco Thana,
a team of 8 police officers
reached Kanker and then
to Netam’s residence in
Charama. Reporting at the
Kanker Thana, entire
team under leadership of
TI Kanker Thana Sharad
Dubey left for Charama in

an Innova car, as Netam
lives in Charama.

On their arrival, they
entered the house of
Brahmanand Netam, but
he was not present. After
this the police reached at
the residence of two sus-
pended police personnel
Keshav Sinha and
Deepankar, but they were
also absconding. Those at
the residence say that they
are campaigning for the
by-poll and the Kanker po-
lice is trying to get their lo-
cation and can go and can
arrest them.

This particular move by
the Jhakhand and
Chhattisgarh police has
heated up the political de-
bate and may lead to war-
of-words between the two
main political parties con-
testing for
Bhanupratappur by-poll.
Commenting over the
same, BJP election manag-
er for by-poll, Brijmohan
Agrawal said that the

party has not received any
information about arrival
of Jhakhand police and it
was given only to the
media. We did not received
any phone calls or sum-
mon about Netam’s arrest,
he added. Brijmohan said
that we are ready to court
arrest with thousands of
tribal youths. Brijmohan
charged Congress and
Bhupesh government of
character assassination
and defaming of tribal
leader and party’s candi-
date, fearing likely defeat
in the by-poll. He ex-
pressed surprise as to why
the party was not  having
any such information for
last four year? Congress by
getting name added has
conspired against Netam
and the party will not get
afraid of the same and
would disclose the truth
and conspiracy by PCC
Chief Mohan Markam and
Congress. The people of
Bhanupratappur would

ensure victory of BJP can-
didate’s victory and dis-
close the truth behind this
conspiracy, he added.

On the other hand,
National Commission for
Child Rights and
Protection has issued no-
tice to Kanker SP to take
action against PCC Chief
Mohan Markam. The

Commission mentioning
the complaint by BJP
Charama mandal has
asked to keep the identity
of victim confidential and
take legal action and file
report within 3 days to the
Commission. In this case
the Chhattisgarh Police
has suspended one of the
constable’s.
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Action can be taken

under POCSO Act

CSCPCR urges the SPs

to take appropriate

action

Urges media to report

sensitively and 

cautiously in matters

related to children

Chhattisgarhi Official
Language Day celebrated
at Chief Minister’s 
residence offic

CM Baghel honored 13
litterateurs, released the
works of 10 litterateurs

Family members say he
is busy in campaigning 

Also raided house
of two suspended
Police personnel

Commission issues
notice to Kanker police
against PCC Chief

Says BJP leaders were
daring to arrest
Brahmanand 

KKaannkkeerr::  On arrival
of the 8-member
police team at
Kanker District Hq’s
to investigate into
crime No. 84/19
from Telco thana of
Jamshedpur district
of Jharkhand, their
identity was first cross-
checked, as there is model
code of conduct enforce in
view of By-poll. The
Collector and District
Returning Officer Dr
Priyanka Shukla investigated
the credentials of Jharkhand
police. During this SP Kanker
Shalabh Kumar Sinha and
Returning Officer for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Sumit Agrawal cross-
checked all the documents
available with the Jharkhand
police members.

On this occasion the
Jharkhand police gave infor-

mation about arrest of the
accused and for investiga-
tion into the matter to the
Collector and SP Kanker.
Kotwali police is with the
Jharkhand police. 

In-between the senior BJP
leaders reached
Bhanupratappur Vidhan Sabha
election office along with BJP
candidate Brahmanand Netam.
Former Minister Mahesh
Gagda was also present. Till
afternoony Jharkhand police
was camping in Charama and
searching for BJP candidate
and accused in the rape case
Brahmanand Netam.

Collector, SP check credentials

of J’khand police

 Police arrest both

Conspiracy to defame winning
BJP candidate: Raman

RRaaiippuurr:: Former CM Dr Raman Singh
commenting upon the issue said that
the way the Jharkhand police
remained silent on this issue for last
3 yrs and took no action, set aside no
notice or summon was issued, clear-
ly indicates that all this is being gen-
erated and political motivated after
filing of nomination by BJP candidate
Bhanupratappur and termed it
absolutely incorrect. This will be
strongly protested by BJP in demo-
cratic manner, he added. About the
elections, Raman said that there is
positive atmosphere in favour of BJP
candidate Bramhanand Netam in
entire Bhanupratappur. In this case a
tribal and one such  person who is
saying from the day one that he has
nothing to do with this case and is
nowhere involved, all clearly indi-
cates that it is being deliberately
created and conspired to defame the
winning candidate, Raman added.

Winds of faith flowed in KPS from Chhau dance

Raipur, Nov 28: The beat
of drums and a primal
war dance cast a spell on
the children and teachers
of Krishna Public
School, Dunda, filling
everyone with excite-
ment and devotion on
Monday. Artists of
Sitapur Ganesh Chhau
Dance Party of West
Bengal gave an exciting
performance in this
Chhau dance program
organized by SPIC
MACAY, an organization
to share cultural heritage
among school and college
children.

The program was inau-
gurated by Ashutosh
Tripathi, Executive
Director, KPS, Raipur
and Priyanka Tripathi,
Principal, KPS Raipur,
with the lighting of the
lamp.

On this occasion,
under the direction of
the leader of the dance
group, Mohit Mahto, 16
artists wearing masks
gave a wonderful presen-
tation of Purulia Chhau
dance and Mahishasur
Mardini through differ-

ent scenes. The artists
showed the entire story
of the killing of
Mahishasura by Maa
Durga on stage through
dance.

During the Chhau
dance, the teachers and
students present in the
auditorium kept gazing
at the dance moves and
agility of the artists on
the stage. The decora-
tion of the artists of the
Chhau dance troupe,
their costumes, masks re-
mained the center of at-

traction for all. Here the
spectacular presentation
of the artists brought
alive the story of the
killing of Mahishasura.
It was greatly appreciat-
ed by the audience and
cheered them by clapping
during the presentation
of the program.

Chhau dance is a popu-
lar dance form per-
formed by folk and tribal
artists in the three east-
ern states of India, in
which a wonderful con-
fluence of martial arts
and acrobatics is seen. .

During the program,
Executive Director of
Raipur Ashutosh
Tripathi was impressed
by the presentation of
Purulia Chhau dance
artists. In his address,
he said that social har-
mony is strengthened by

such presentations, as
well as our children get a
chance to know their
mythology closely.

During this, Priyanka
Tripathi, Principal of
KPS, Raipur openly ap-
preciated the presenta-
tion of the artists. Along
with this, he also
thanked the artists for
taking the country’s an-
cient culture to the mass-
es. At the end of the pro-
gram, all the artists were
honored by Krishna
Public School, Dunda
Raipur by presenting me-
mentos and shawls.
Sharmila Sur, Kaushal
Agarwal, Krishna
Banerjee, Biswanath
Banerjee, Mrs. Kalpana
Majumdar and Uma Devi
Agarwal were mainly
present during the pro-
gram.

District administration forms investigation team
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2288:: The dis-
trict administration has
formed an investigation team
in the matter of harassing the
employees on the manage-
ment of Maharani Hospital.
Other people including two
senior doctors have been
included in the investigation
team. It is being told that this
team will submit its report
next week. Only after that it
will be clear as to what is the
reality in this matter.

Superintendent of
Maharani Hospital Dr. Sanjay
Prasad informed about that
the complaint that came to
the fore by the employees. An
attempt was made to solve it.

After this, the Collector was
given full information about
the incident that happened. In
view of this, the district
administration has formed an
investigation team. He
informed that everything will
be clear in its report, based
upon which further action will
be taken.

It may be noted that
Jigyasa, a female lab worker
working in the District
Maharani Hospital, attempted
suicide by consuming an over-
dose of medicines. She was
admitted in the hospital for
treatment. At present her
condition is out of danger.
The female lab employee has

also disclosed the reasons for
suicide by posting a
WhatsApp status, in which
she has lamented serious alle-
gations against the doctors of
the Department of Pathology. 

However, this matter is
said to be going on for the last
6 months. In this regard, it is
also being said to complain
was made to the higher
authorities several times, but
to no avail. Despite this the
complaint did not yield any
result. After this the matter
has become serious due to
the attempt of suicide. At the
same time, the police is prob-
ing the matter after taking
the statement of the victim.

Speed up the revenue collection
of diversion, land rent

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2288::  Collector
Chandan Kumar gave instruc-
tions to speed up the work of
revenue collection in view of the
simplification done by the state
government for disposal of diver-
sion cases. He expressed happi-
ness over the progress of rev-
enue collection being done by
the Nazul branch.

Reviewing the development
works being conducted in the
district in the time-limit meeting
held at the district office on
Monday. The Collector directed
to resolve the cases of renaming,
partition and demarcation within
the time limit. He also gave
instructions to ensure the pay-
ment of compensation to the vic-

tims of natural calamity as soon
as possible. He also reviewed the
cases of caste certificates being
issued to school students. 

While reviewing the academic
activities, the Collector directed
to continuously monitor the aca-
demic progress of the children
through Academy Auditors in the
schools. Along with this, he also
gave instructions to issue map-
measles by marking the place for
sports grounds.

The Collector gave instruc-
tions to benefit infants, pregnant
and lactating mothers and ado-
lescent girls from the schemes of
the Women and Child
Development Department
through Anganwadi centers.
Apart from regularly providing
hot food, eggs and ragi pudding
to malnourished children and
pregnant mothers, instructions
were also given for the treatment

of infants in nutritional rehabili-
tation centres.

Reviewing the sale of vermi-
compost made in Gothans, he
instructed not to delay any kind
of amount in payment. He also
reviewed the progress of con-
struction of self-supporting
Gauthan and Rural Industrial
Park. The Collector also
reviewed the paddy purchase
and lifting work and gave
instructions to keep proper
arrangements for meeting,
drinking water and other require-
ments in the paddy purchase
centers for the farmers.

The Collector, while reviewing
the progress of construction
works approved under various
items including mining of ponds,
fair price shop and Anganwadi
center building under the Amrit
Sarovar scheme, gave instruc-
tions to complete the works
within the stipulated time limit.
Divisional Forest Officer DP
Sahu, Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Prakash
Sarve, Additional Collector
Haresh Mandavi and district level
officers of various departments
were present in the meeting.

Painting and slogan competition
in Atmanand School

Bemetara, Nov 28:
According to the guide-
lines received from
Akshay Urja Vikas Nigam
(CREDA), painting and
slogan writing competi-
tion on the topic “Energy
Conservation” was organ-
ized at Swami Atmanand
Excellent Hindi Medium
School (SAGEMS),
Bemetara.

In the said competition,
the institution’s class 9th
to 12th Students partici-
pated in large numbers.
The children displayed the
ideas of saving energy and
making more use of re-
newable energy with their
imagination in the pic-
ture, as well as writing the
message of spreading pub-
lic awareness through slo-
gan.

In -charge of the event
Lecturer Sunil Jha con-
cluded the competition
with his colleagues.

Lecturers Dinesh Gautam,
Hirendra Sahu, Richa
Mishra, Neha Thakur and
Santosh Mishra acted as
judges.

In painting, Monika
Sinha of 11th class stood
first, Afreen Khatoon of
10th class stood second,
and Akanksha of 11th

class stood first. Alisha
Tandon of 12th class,
Bhagyashree of 9th class
got 3rd position. In Slogan,
Reena Yadu of 12th class
stood first, Jyoti Verma of
12th class stood second
and jointly Seema Nishad,
Bhuvaneshwari Sahu got
3rd position. Principal of

the institution Kavita
Bachpayi, senior lecturer
BS Singh and all the teach-
ers of the institution ap-
preciated the artistic tal-
ent of the children and
congratulated them. The
first three ranked contest-
ants will participate in the
district level competition.

HNLU holds conclave on Constitutional Day 2022
Raipur, Nov 28: HNLU suc-
cessfully organized a
Conclave on Constitutional
Day on November 26th , 2022
at its campus with participa-
tion from HNLU fraternity
and students/faculty of ITM
and Kalinga Schools of Law.
Prof. V.C. Vivekanandan,
Vice Chancellor of HNLU in
his opening remarks high-
lighted the ongoing debate
of revisionism of Indian
Constitution and status quo
of the 70-year-old timeline
in which it was framed. He
stressed that the ‘core val-
ues’ of any constitution in
any country is to adhere to
the principles of ‘human
dignity’ ‘multi culturalism’
and ‘democratic process’ as
fundamental and the rest to
be part of the ‘particular
values’ which needs debate
and deliberation for sustain-
ing peace and progress of
the society.

The Chief guest of the
program, Prof. Ranbir
Singh, Pro-Chancellor, IILM
University in his address
dissected the term India and

Bharath in the constitution
and highlighted the two
India(s) where the haves and
have nots live together in
spite of the avowed goals of
the Constitution, and he
stressed upon the role of the
lawyers in obliterating the
in equality and injustice.

Prof. Venkat Rao, former
Vice Chancellor of NLSIU
Bangalore connected the in-
terface of Indian
Constitution by highlight-
ing the contribution of
Supreme Court in establish-
ing the concept of ‘Public
Trust’ and referred to
Justice Hidaytullah’s contri-
bution in Golaknath case
wherein  recognizing the
UN Human Rights declara-
tion as part of interfacing
the Indian Constitution

with International Law.
Other speakers included

Prof. Uday Shankar,
Registrar of HNLU speak-
ing on issues of
Fundamental Rights and
Welfare Goals, Reservation
issues, status of Writs and
importantly the unfinished
agenda of regulation of po-
litical parties.To enhance
their accountability. Dr.
Deepak Srivastava, Dean
UG (Law) at HNLU spoke on
Indian Constitution:
Reflections from
Comparative Perspective.
He spoke on the relevance of
Indian Constitution and
highlighted its multi-dimen-
sional role towards citizens.

Prof. Jellis Subhan, Head,
School of Law, ITM
University questioned the

status of equality and
human dignity in the back-
drop of the expanding in-
equality in the last few
decades and the ill treat-
ment of the marginalized
even today as failures of the
goals of constitution but
nevertheless the hope is
again the constitution to
change these wrongs to-
wards a better society.

Prof Vishnu Koonarayar,
Dean -Research at HNLU
summed up the delibera-
tions and emphasized on the
importance of article 21 as a
crucial aspect for achieving
the goals of the constitution
to overcome the shortcom-
ings. Prof AvinashSamal,
Dean of Social Sciences an-
chored the programme. The
conclave also witnessed the
release of the book “ The
Journey of Seven Decades –
Constitutional Discourse at
Cross Roads” an edited book
published by HNLU Press
and the first news letter of
the HNLU Alumni
Association – The Alumni
Connect.

IIT Bhilai showcased in 
UNESCO-India-Africa Hackathon
Raipur, Nov 28: The
International Affairs Team
of IIT Bhilai represented
the institute in the 4-day
U N E S C O - I n d i a - A f r i c a
Hackathon 2022 organized
by the Ministry of
Education in collaboration
with the Ministry of
External Affairs,
Government of India and
UNESCO. The program was
held at Noida from
November 22-25, 2022.

In this Hackathon, the
best young minds from
more than 21 African coun-
tries such as Tanzania,
Nigeria, Morocco, Kenya,
Mauritius, Namibia,
Zimbabwe etc. participated
along with India. Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh
Yogi Adityanath, inaugurat-
ed the programme. The pro-
gram witnessed more than
400 student participants
along with nearly 60 offi-
cials from various African
countries who travelled to
India to participate in this
event.

Dr Rukmankesh, Faculty-
in-Charge, International
Affairs along with P. Jaya
Teja, a PhD student of IIT
Bhilai, showcased the edu-
cation system and facilities
available for international
students in the institute.

During the programme, sev-
eral visiting students ex-
plored the IIT Bhilai stall
and were briefed on the
campus environment, aca-
demic structure, research
infrastructure and applica-
tion process among other
things.

During the valedictory
session, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankar and
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan ad-
dressed the participants.

In view of the UNESCO-
India-Africa Hackathon
Prof Rajiv Prakash,
Director IIT Bhilai said,
“This is a one of its kind
event that encourages
African and Indian institu-
tions to work in close col-
laboration and provides a
platform for the same.

Students from African
countries get to know about
Indian premier institutions
like IIT Bhilai where they
can pursue further stud-
ies”. He promoted the cre-
ation of a healthy and wel-
coming environment for
International students at
the Institute and added that
the aim of IIT Bhilai is to
establish itself as a front-
runner among world-class
institutes. He highlighted
the need to facilitate easy
mobility of brilliant,
young, foreign students to
the institute and to further
nurture these minds with
innovative ideas. The state-
of-the-art facilities at IIT
Bhilai will eventually help
the students to build their
careers as well as the na-
tion.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal meets Union
Tribal Affairs Minister

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 28: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal met Arjun
Munda, Minister of
Tribal Affairs,
Government of India,
on Nov 28, 2022 in Delhi.
Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal honored
Arjun Munda by pre-
senting him a bouquet.

Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal
discussed that Guru
Ghasidas Central
University is the only
Central University of
Chhattisgarh which has
been making active and
positive efforts for the
upliftment of the tribal
region and its inhabi-
tants in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The Vice-
Chancellor informed
the  Minister that Guru
Ghasidas Central
University is leading in
a cluster mode with

IGNTU Amarkantak,
Central University of
Odisha and Central
University of
Jharkhand to preserve
and maintain the lan-
guages, culture, knowl-
edge, tradition and folk
arts of the tribal com-
munity.

The Department of
Anthropology and
Tribal Development, the
Department of Rural
Technology and
Department of Social
Work have been work-
ing through various
projects focusing on the

integrated socio-eco-
nomic development of
the Tribals.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal also dis-
cussed in detail the book
edited on Bhagwan
Birsa Munda, the pride
of the tribal in Indian
freedom fighting move-
ment. He said that on
the occasion of the 147th
birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda,
the second Tribal Pride
Week was successfully
organized in the
University.

Bhagwan Birsa
Munda’s life gives the
message of courage and
high moral values
which is our responsi-
bility to convey to the
youth. Honorable
Minister Shri Munda
appreciated the efforts
of the University.

Vice-Chancellor gave
information about the
books being prepared by
the university on the
tribal heroes of the
Indian freedom fighting
movement.

He told that the
University is trying to
give proper prestige and
honor to such freedom
fighters whose contribu-
tion has been forgotten
or not recorded at all by
publishing books after
conducting extensive
study, research and
analysis on them.

Prof. Chakrawal said
that the “Center for
Integrated Community
Empowerment and
S u s t a i n a b l e
Development through
Training of Scheduled
Tribes in Chhattisgarh”
project is being run in
the University under
which students belong-
ing to the tribal commu-
nity are being provided
with free residential fa-
cilities to prepare for
various national and
state level competitive
examinations.

Along with this,
adopting the maxim of
employment-oriented
education, skill develop-
ment and value-based
education mentioned in

the National Education
Policy 2020, the
“ S w a v a l a m b i
Chhattisgarh” scheme
is also being run by the
University.

Arjun Munda,
Minister of Tribal
Affairs, Government of
India, expressed happi-
ness over the continu-
ous progress of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University. Vice-
Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal invited
Arjun Munda to visit
the University which
was accepted by the
Minister and said that
he would come in the
near future. He hoped
that on the basis of the
implementation of the
National Education
Policy 2020 and the work
being done in the areas
of tribal development,
the University will be-
come the leading univer-
sity of the country in
the field academics, re-
search and other extra-
curricular activities in
the coming years.
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Teachers and students
of the school were
thrilled to see the pres-
entation of Mahishasur
Mardini

Collector issues
instructions in the
Time-Limit meeting

Raipur, Nov 28: The
annual sports meet
of Shri Gujrati
Higher Secondary
School is presently
underway and on
November 26 events
like Badminton,
Kho-Kho, chair race,
kabaddi etc were or-
ganized. The sports com- petition are organized on

every Saturday and
the competitions are
organized in differ-
ent groups( boys and
girls) for Class VI to
VIII, IX and X and XI
and XII. The final re-
sults will be an-
nounced next
Saturday, informs

Anis Memon Principal.

Annual Sports Meet of Shri Gujrati School rolls out

Two-day workshop gets under way
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2288:: Under the joint aegis of Vivekanand Mahavidyalya
and Agrasen College Purani Basti two days workshop got under-
way on November 28 and 29.
The first phase of workshop
was organised on November 28
from 10 am at Vivekanand
Mahavidyalya in presence of
Dr Manoj Mishra Principal
Vivekanand Mahavidyalya, Dr
Y K Rajpoot Principal Agrasen
College and Zakir Ali Principal
Dabke Law College. The topic
for the workshop is ‘Recent
Trends in Digital Marketing and
E-commerce’ and keynote
speaker was Dr Ashish Dubey Assistant Professor Commerce
Department while in the second half Sudhanshu Jaiswal (Regional
Digital Manager Bank of Baroda, Raipur ) threw light on the digi-
tal transactions. The second day of the workshop and concluding
session is scheduled on November 29 from10 am at Agrasen
College. 
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BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  2288::  Deputy Director
of Indravati Tiger Reserve,
Bijapur, Ganveer Dhammasheel
said that new tigers have been
spotted in Indravati Tiger
Reserve, which has been con-
firmed by ISA, JPMSM, Dehradun.  

Indravati Tiger Reserve is a
suitable place for tigers to live,
where apart from tigers, other
wildlife also resides, mainly forest
buffalo, which is the state animal
of Chhattisgarh state, is found
here.  Along with this, it is also the
abode of wild animals like Gaur,
Leopard, Bear, Nilgai, Deer,
Sambhar, Wild Boar etc.  The
Indravati Tiger Reserve of
Chhattisgarh is spread over a geo-
graphical area of 2799.086 square
kilometers, which is adjacent to
the forest area of Maharashtra
and Telangana, which acts as a
suitable corridor for the move-

ment of tigers. Indravati Tiger
Reserve Management is continu-
ously doing the work of monitor-
ing and protection of wildlife and
through foot patrolling by field
staff, protection and monitoring
of wildlife is being done continu-
ously.  The Deputy Director of
Indravati Tiger Reserve said that
in order to create awareness
about wildlife conservation,
wildlife conservation work is
being done continuously with the
help of villagers, so that along
with wildlife conservation, em-
ployment can be provided to the
local villagers and youth.
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Koriya, Nov 28: As per
the instructions of the
State Government,
District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh is closely
monitoring the work of
paddy purchase in the dis-
trict and as part of the in-
spection schedule; the
Collector inspected Paddy
Procurement Centre
Salba of Baikunthpur.

The Collector, who ar-
rived on a surprise inspec-
tion, talked to the farmers
who came to sell paddy
and took stock of the
arrangements available at
the procurement centre
and took information
about the tokens issued
from the committee man-
ager and the purchases
made so far. Meanwhile,

the Collector got the
gunny bags randomly
weighed, in which some
gunny bags were found to
be overweight. Giving
strict warnings, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions for immediate im-

provement and said strict
action will be taken if any
kind of discrepancy is
found. Also under the
guidance of Collector
Langeh, a strict vigil is
being kept on illegal paddy
storage and transporta-

tion by administra-
tive teams in the
district and under
the leadership of
SDM Baikunthpur,
about 215 bags of
illegal paddy were
seized by the team,
in which efforts
were being made
to consume non-
standard paddy at
the paddy procure-
ment center in
Patna.

About 50 quin-
tals of paddy was
seized in 125 bags

and handed over to the
mandi, and similarly, ac-
tion was taken to seize 90
bags of illegal paddy from
the godown of Vedansh
Gupta, the grocery shop
operator of Junapara
Baikunthpar.
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Mahasamund, Nov 28:
Keeping in view the con-
venience of the villagers-
farmers, the state govern-
ment has given permission
to open new centers at
Baherapali of Mahasam-
und development block
Saraipali and Dongripali of
Pithora district of
Mahasamund district.

Orders to this effect have
been issued today by the
Ministry of Food and Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection Department of
the State Government
(Mahanadi Bhawan). It has
been said in the issued
order that the nearest vil-

lages will be determined by
the collector for the sale of
paddy in the purchase cen-
ter. With the opening of the
new paddy purchase cen-
ter, there will be a lot of
convenience in selling
paddy to the villagers and
farmers around the village-
and now the number of
paddy procurement cen-
ters has increased to 162 in
the district.

Collector Nilesh Kumar
Kshirsagar has given nec-
essary instructions to the
officers of the concerned
department to make neces-
sary preparations for the
new paddy purchase center
and to determine the near-
est villages for the sale of

paddy in the new purchase
center.

To be informed, in the
last Kharif season in
Mahasamund district,
paddy was procured in 152
procurement centres and
permission was granted to
open three new paddy pro-
curement centers in the
first phase in the current
Kharif season and with the
opening of 10 new paddy
procurement centers, now
there will be 162 paddy pro-
curement centers in the
district.

The estimated quantity
of paddy procurement in
the district this year has
been set at more than 86
lakh quintals.
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Korba, Nov 28: Under the
SECL Kusmunda Coal
Expansion Project, Khodri
village will be shifted to
Vaishali Nagar and the
displaced villagers living
in Khodri, will be ensured
all needed arrangements.
District Collector Sanjeev
Jha has given instructions
to SECL officials to pro-
vide jobs, compensation to
the land oustees of Khodri
and a well-equipped settle-
ment for the land oustees
to live in Vaishali Nagar.

In the same sequence, a
meeting of the District

Rehabilitation and Re-es-
tablishment Committee
was organized for the vil-
lage Khodri,under the
chairmanship of
Collector.In the meeting,
the Collector instructed to
provide compensation
along with jobs to land dis-
placed and account hold-
ers eligible for jobs in the

affected villages, along
with facilities of road,
drain, street light, drink-
ing water system, commu-
nity hall, sports ground,
health center, pond, place
of worship, school, angan-
wadi and market place in
the new settlement site.

On the demand of the
villagers, the Collector

also instructed to set up a
remediation camp in the
mine-affected village
Risdi. Additional Collector
Vijendra Patle, SECL
Kusmunda Area General
Manager Sanjay Mishra
and officials of SECL
Headquarters along with
mine-affected Khodri
Sarpanch Sita Kanwar,

Deputy Sarpanch Ajay
Kanwar and other vil-
lagers were present in the
meeting.

The SECL officials in-
formed that about 120
hectares of Khodri land
has been acquired under
the 15 to 50 million tonne
Kusmunda coal expansion
project and a total of 210
account holders are in-
cluded under this and a
maximum of 113 jobs are
created and comparative
calculation of the
schemes for compensa-
tion, would be made under
the Government of India
Act (RFCTLARR-2013).
Under this act, compensa-
tion rate of about Rs 16
lakh 28 thousand 877 per
acre has been fixed for the
tenancy land.

BJYM demonstrates
against electricity bill
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Rajim, Nov 28: Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha Rajim
Mandal burnt the effigy of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Pandit Sunderlal
Sharma Chowk, the heart
of the city and submitted a
memorandum against
hiked electricity bill.

BJYM District Vice
President Rikesh Sahu said
that by hatching a false con-
spiracy against

Bhanupratappur BJP can-
didate Bramhanand
Netam, the Congress tried
to destroy tribal pride and
it has become the job of the
Congress to make false alle-
gations. Congress had
made 36 promises in the
election manifesto,one of
which was promised to
halve the electricity bill,
but here the electricity bill
is going to be halved, triple
bill is coming, Sahu al-
leged. On this occasion,

Vidhansabha in-charge
Rikesh Sahu, Mandal
President Mohnish Singh
Thakur, Vice President
Yash Kahar, General
Secretary Mohit Sahu,
Minister Chandu Sahu,
Publicity Minister Omkar
Yadu, Social cum media in-
charge Lokesh Sharma
(Dadu), Co-training chief
Lokesh Sahu, Akhilesh
Gupta, Executives Sonu
Yadav and many others
were present.

INC fields senior leaders to campaign
for Bhanupratappur by-poll
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Arang, Nov 28: After the
Bhanupratappur by-elec-
tion nomination, the
Congress party has
stepped up its campaign
and fielded senior leaders
in the election season and
Senior MLA Dhanendra
Sahu, who reached Korer
Selegaon for the election
campaign, gave important
tips to win the election by
taking a meeting of the
workers, as part of the
campaigning program and
met various social organi-
zations and sought sup-
port for the victory of
Congress candidate
Savitri Mandavi.

Addressing the sector
and booth in-charges,
Sahu said that the
Bhupesh government of
Chhattisgarh Congress is
running many public wel-

fare schemes and as per
the recommendation of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the benefits of all
the schemes of the gov-
ernment are reaching the
last person.

He said that as soon as
Bhupesh Baghel became
the Chief Minister, farm-
ers' loans were first

waived, the electricity bill
was halved and under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Rural Landless
Agricultural Laborer
Justice Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, work is
being done to deposit
money in the accounts of
farmers, landless laborers

and livestock farmers.
Shree Dhanwantri

Medical Store is being op-
erated to give relief to the
common people from ex-
pensive medicines,
through which generic
medicines are being made
available to the people at a
cheaper rate and Swami
Atmanand Government

English Medium School is
being run to provide qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren in English medium,
he said.

He appealed to the
workers to seek votes in
favor of the party candi-
date by reaching out to the
general voters and preach
all the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment and the develop-
ment works done in the
area by late Manoj
Mandavi.

On this occasion Sewo
Potai, Backward Classes
Commission member
Girwar Sahu, Selegaon
Sector Incharge Shoaib
Khan, District Congress
General Secretary Pyare
Sahu, District Sahu Sangh
Kanker President
Govindram Sahu, Munna
Sahu, Booth President
Mannu Jain, Shiv Sen,
Bhagirathi Sevta, Prem
Bhuarya, Ishwar Nareti,
Dariyav Koreti, Ganpat
Patel and other Congress
workers were present.
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p Acquired under
Kusmunda Coal
Expansion Project

p Dhanendra Sahu
gives tips to party
workers

BJP workers protest against 
rising electricity bill
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Mungeli, Nov 28: In
every section of the state,
a lot of protest is being
seen regarding the elec-
tricity bill at this time,
and in support of the pub-
lic, Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and its lead-
ers are raising their voice,
strongly protesting in this
matter.

Mungeli MLA and for-
mer minister Punnulal
Mohle said Congress
cheated the people of the
state by making false
promises before the elec-
tions in the name of elec-
tricity bill and came to
power and today the real
face of the party is coming
in front of the people of
the state.

Consumers who con-

sume very little electricity
are also getting bills up to
ten thousand, due to
which there has been a lot
of concern among the con-
sumers, and in the name of

security fund, this govern-
ment is also doing the
work of setting a new
record of looting the con-
sumers, he said.

District Yuva Morcha

President Tarun
Khandekar, former MLA
Tokhan Sahu, District
Yuva Morcha General
Secretary Amitesh Arya
also addressed on this oc-

casion in the rally taken
out from Atal Complex
District BJP Office.

Former cabinet minis-
ter Mungeli MLA
Punnulal Mohle, district
BJP president Shailesh
Pathak, Bilaspur assembly
in-charge Girish Shukla,
former MLA Tokhan
Sahu, Nischal Gupta,
Shivpratap Singh, Yuva
Morcha district president
Tarun Khandekar, Rana
Pratap Singh, Sunil
Pathak were present on
the occasion apart from
Ashish Mishra, Kotumal
Dadwani, Shilu Sahu,
Anjana Jaiswal, Som
Vaishnav, Sanjay Verma,
Dinanath Kesharwani,
Shrikant Pandey,
Harishankar Verma,
Ashwini Kashyap and
many others.

Village Khodri to be shifted to Vaishali NagarNumber of paddy procurement
centers increased to 162 
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Rajnandgaon, Nov 28: In
the controversy arising
out of going to parent's
house during 'Teeja', a hus-
band strangulated his wife
in Gram Aamatola. In this
case the police  has nabbed
the accused.

But now after the state-
ment by the daughter, it
has made new revelations
and according to her, not
only the wife's husband,
but his sister too was in-
volved in this murder and
now the police has arrest-
ed the woman absconding
after the murder.

As per information from
TI Kartikeshwar Jangde,
during last 'Teeja' festival,
one Kiran Sahu R/o
Aamatola, was found mur-

dered in suspicious condi-
tion and a complaint was 

lodged in the thana.
When the case was investi-
gated, it was learnt that
during 'Teeja' festival,
Kiran Sahu entered into
controversy with her hus-
band over going to her par-
ent's house. Getting furi-
ous, Mukesh strangulated
her to death and on disclo-
sure of this case the police
nabbed the accused and
sent him to jail.

Girl's statement 
gave new twist:

According to TI Jangde,
the elder daughter of mur-
dered Kiran Sahu in-
formed her grandma that
on the day of the incident,
her mother was strangu-
lated by her father along
with her 'bua' Basanti

Sahu. The mother de-
ceased woman informed
this to the police and a
case under section 164 of
CRPC was filed in the
Court as per daughter's
statement and based upon
the police arrested Basanti
Sahu D/o Late Mohan Lal
Sahu (35), R/o Gram
Aamatola. She was pro-
duced in the Court and
sent to central jail Durg on
judicial custody.

Accused has 
hidden information:
According to police, in

order to save her sister the
main accused Mukesh
Sahu did not disclosed her
name to the police and she
was kept secretly hiden in
Gram Chendriban
Navagaon and was later
taken into arrest.

Main and co-accused in
murder case arrested

From Gram Aamatola, after daughter’s statement

Collector inspects PPC SalbaNew tiger confirmed in
Indravati Tiger Reserve
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Former BJP minister
Jaynarayan Vyas joins Cong

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Former Gujarat minister
Jaynarayan Vyas, the face of
the Gujarat government in
TV debates when Narendra
Modi was the chief minister,
on Monday joined the
Congress.

On his decision to quit the
BJP after over three
decades, the former
spokesperson of the Gujarat
government said, “I saw a
large banyan tree expanding

there. And you know noth-
ing grows under the banyan
tree.”

Vyas, who quit the BJP
earlier this month, joined
the Congress in presence of
its president Mallikarjun
Kharge, who inducted the
75-year-old into the party.
Rajasthan Chief Minister
and Congress veteran
Ashok Gehlot welcomed
Vyas into the party fold.

His son Samir Vyas also
joined the Congress.

Addressing the media,
Vyas lauded Rahul Gandhi
and the Congress for the
party’s internal democracy.

An alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Technology
Bombay, Vyas served as the
minister of health and fami-
ly welfare in the Gujarat
BJP government between
2007 and 2012 when
Narendra Modi was the
chief minister.

He was defeated in the
subsequent Assembly elec-
tions in 2012 and 2017.

Referring to the BJP’s de-
cision to replace Gujarat
chief ministers over the last
few years and to change the
entire cabinet in 2021,
Jaynarayan Vyas claimed it
was not in the interest of the
state. “If Gujarat is run by
leaders who do not care even
when removed from the min-
istry, then this is not in the
interest of Gujarat. Those
who care about the interest
of Gujarat should speak up,”
he said. The former minister
said he has followed the
Bharat Jodo Yatra and
Rahul Gandhi is a leader not
only of the Congress but
everybody “who thinks of
himself as an Indian and be-
lieves in democracy.”

ALLIES TURN ADVERSARIES

Patna, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) and
the BJP are locked in a
straight contest, for the
first time since they broke
up nearly four months
ago, in the by-election to
Kurhani assembly seat.

The by-poll, scheduled
for December 5, has been
necessitated by the dis-
qualification of sitting
MLA Anil Kumar Sahani,
who had won the seat in
the 2020 assembly elec-
tions on an RJD ticket.

The RJD, which aligned
with Kumar after the up-
heaval in August, has de-

cided to back the JD(U),
which it had, incidentally,
defeated in the assembly
polls two years ago to
wrest the seat from the
NDA.

Altogether 13 candi-
dates are in the fray
though the contest is
being seen as primarily
between JD(U)’s Manoj
Singh Kushwaha and
BJP’s Kedar Prasad
Gupta, both of whom
have won the seat in the
past for their respective
parties.

Both parties are, pre-
dictably, claiming that
they enjoy the over-
whelming support of the
constituency’s 3.12 lakh
voters.

The mandate will be
known when the votes are

counted on December 8.
“The recent by-polls in

Mokama and Gopalganj
make one thing clear that
Nitish Kumar is no longer
a force to reckon with in
Bihar. His party’s support
could not help the RJD in
either seat”, said Jibesh
Kumar

Mishra, a BJP MLA
who held a cabinet berth
till his part was stripped
of power.

He said the BJP was
able to reduce the RJD’s
margin of victory in
Mokama and retain
Gopalganj, “which is
ample proof that Nitish
Kumar brings nothing to
the table. We are amused
that a veteran like Lalu
Prasad (RJD president)
genuflected and agreed to

throw away Kurhani by
letting the JD(U) fight the
seat”.

The ex-minister’s aver-
ment is in line with the
strategy of the BJP which
now finds itself against a
seven-party coalition and
pins its hopes on a possi-
ble acrimony between the
two biggest partners of
the Grand Alliance, both
of which have bitterly
fought each other for
years.

However, JD(U) nation-
al president Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias “Lalan”, who
has been campaigning ex-
tensively in Kurhani,
claims that the BJP was
“on the decline in Bihar,
losing the support of so-
cial segments it once
counted on”.

IIT Madras students unveil institute’s
first electric racing car

Chennai, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) students on
Monday launched the insti-
tute’s first electric formula
racing car and they intend
nurturing real-world techni-
cal expertise among engi-
neering students.

Built completely by stu-
dents of ‘Team Raftar,’ the
formula car ‘RF23’ is the re-
sult of a year-long process
in which the team under-
took the design, manufac-
turing, and testing, an IIT
Madras press release said.

In terms of performance,
the students expect to see
significant improvements
in speed and lap times in
view of the higher power

delivered by electric drive,
comparatively better than
the earlier internal combus-
tion engine model.

Team Raftar comprises 45
students from various disci-
plines and it is one of the
competition teams of the
Centre For Innovation (CFI)
at IIT Madras. “The team
looks forward to represent-
ing India at International
level, fostering industry-
standard engineering prac-
tices and nurture real-world
technical expertise among
engineering students.”
After unveiling ‘RF23,” Prof
V Kamakoti, Director, IIT
Madras, said, “The shift
from combustion to electric
vehicle was just as drastic
as it was necessary, keeping
in line with the global trend

of moving towards sustain-
able transportation. With
global electric vehicle in-
dustry still in its nascent
state, the potential for
growth and technological
advancement in this arena
is huge.” Team Raftar aims
to become the best Formula
Student team in the world.
It intends to promote
Formula student culture in
the country with continu-
ous innovation and sustain-
able technological advance-
ment. “As a Formula stu-
dent team, Raftar specialis-
es in designing, building,
and racing a high-perform-
ance race car every year to
compete in Formula
Student competitions
against top engineering in-
stitutions across the world.”

‘Will ask HC to consider afresh anticipatory bail pleas’
New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Monday it will ask the
Kerala High Court to con-
sider afresh the anticipato-
ry bail pleas of four people,
including a former Director
General of Police (DGP), in
a case of alleged frame-up
of scientist Nambi
Narayanan in the 1994 ISRO
espionage matter.

It was hearing the CBI’s
appeal against the high
court order granting bail to
former Gujarat DGP R B
Sreekumar, two former po-
lice officers of Kerala — S
Vijayan and Thampi S
Durga Dutt, and a retired
intelligence official P S
Jayaprakash.

“What we propose is this
..We will say high court to
consider the anticipatory
bail applications afresh

without in any way being
influenced by any observa-
tions,” said a bench headed
by Justice MR Shah.

Sreekumar was then the
Deputy Director of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB).

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice CT Ravikumar,
added it will, in the mean-
time, continue the protec-
tion from arrest granted to
them.

The court observed the

high court, in the order
under challenge, commit-
ted certain errors including
not considering and dealing
with the individual allega-
tions made by the accused.

“Two things high court
has committed wrong . The
observation by the DK Jain
committee (pertaining to
the role of erring police of-
ficials in the 1994 espionage
case) has not been consid-
ered at all. Individual alle-
gations of each accused has
not been dealt with and con-
sidered at all,” the court
said.

“We will pass order ac-
cordingly. We will ask the
high court to decide. We are
continuing the protection
Let the high court consider
everything afresh,” stated
the court.

Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing

for CBI, argued the case
was serious and did not
concern a “private offence”
but an “offence against the
nation”, and the high court
could not have granted an-
ticipatory bail to the ac-
cused.

He said the CBI probe
was initiated pursuant to
the directions of the apex
court to find out whether
foreign powers were in-
volved.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal appeared for the then
IB official and defended the
high court order, saying
there was no allegation
against him in the FIR and
there was no basis to seek
his custody for investiga-
tion.

The apex court had in
November last year issued
notice on the CBI’s plea
filed in the matter.

‘Meghalaya to set up border
posts at sensitive areas’

Shillong, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Following last week vio-
lence at Mukroh which led
to the killing of six per-
sons, Meghalaya govern-
ment on Monday decided
to set up border outposts
in sensitive areas along
the inter-state border,
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma said.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced the decision after
chairing an all-party meet-
ing attended by local
MLAs from Jaintia Hills
where they were briefed
on actions that have been
taken and the future
course of action by the
state government follow-
ing the firing incident at
Mukroh in which 5 local

villagers and a forest
guard from Assam lost
their lives.

“Informed the political
leaders that the Cabinet
will sit tomorrow to fi-
nalise the list of the vari-
ous Border Outposts
(BOPs) that will be set up
in sensitive areas,” the

Chief Minister said in a
statement.

He said, “Necessary
steps will be taken to
make border residents
safe and secured.”

Condemning the firing
at Mukroh, Sangma ob-
served a 2 minute silence
to mourn the dead. He also
said, “Mukroh firing inci-
dent is a personal loss to
the state of Meghalaya. I
have appealed to all politi-
cal leaders to work togeth-
er to ensure normalcy re-
turns and no further vio-
lence occur in the State.”

The Chief Minister also
said the police have regis-
tered a case against those
involved in assault and in-
timidation inside the
Shillong Civil Hospital

last week.
“Such violent acts are

unacceptable. Actions will
be taken as per law
against individuals,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the state
government on Monday
withdrew its order with-
drawing mobile internet
services across the 7 dis-
tricts in the Khasi Jaintia
Hills region affected by
the November 22 firing at
Mukroh where six people
died after firing by Assam
Police.

Heavy security remains
deployed at the disputed
area along the Assam-
Meghalaya border, where
six people were killed fol-
lowing violent clashes, of-
ficials said.

PRATISHTA MAHOTSAV

Devotees offer prayers at Dadawadi Mandir on the occasion of ‘Pratishta Mahotsav’,
in old city of Hyderabad, Monday. 

TRIBUTE TO FRIEDRICH ENGELS

Left Front Chairman Biman Bose arrives to pay tribute to German philosopher

Friedrich Engels on the occasion of his birth anniversary, in Kolkata, Monday.

‘Father’ is the word
that always resonates

with God. The word car-
ries an abundance of emo-
tions. The word that gives
us a sense of protection. I
still remember when I was
a boy of eleven or twelve, I
came from school crying
the whole way and locked
myself in a room. My
mother tried her best to
console me and asked me
what happened, but I was
not in the mood to tell her
anything. Later, in the
evening, my father came
from work and came to
talk to me. He was a seri-
ous and intimidating man.
When he asked me what
happened, I could not stop
myself from telling him
everything. I told him how
my friends in school
teased me for not having
sports shoes, and how they
all made fun of me. My
dad listened to everything
without saying a word.
After I finished, he told me
to have dinner and sleep
early.

Two days after the fias-
co, when I came back from
school, I saw a box on my

table. As I opened the box,
my new sports shoes
peeked from inside. I knew
it was my father who gift-
ed me this treasure. I was
so happy that day my joy
knew no bounds. I showed
my new shoes to everyone
in the neighborhood.
When I saw my father, I
hugged him tightly saying
thank you over and over
again. Dad said nothing.
He just hugged me tightly
and kept smiling. The next
day, I woke earlier than

usual, excited to show my
new shoes to my friends
who had teased me earlier.
As I was getting ready, I
heard my ma ask my dad
why he bought me new
shoes with the money that
he was saving for a few
months to buy shoes for
himself. To this, my dad
replied, “Did you see the
happiness on our child’s
face when he hugged me?
The glow on his face is
what matters the most.”
Something came into my

mind, and I went to check
the shoe dad wore every
day. What I saw broke my
heart. Not only his shoes
were worn out, but the
soles were also coming off
them. It must be painful
for him to wear those
shoes every day. That day I
understood how much my
dad sacrificed to provide
for our family. That day, he
became my superhero.
Just as I can rely on super-
heroes to save the day, I
knew I can rely on my real-
life superhero- my father,
to help me solve my prob-
lems, and help me get
through them!

Dad never told me how
to live; he lived, and let me
watch him do it. My dad
was a man of few words,
but his actions showed his
deep and unconditional
love for me. He gave me
wings and told me to fly as
high as I want. He never
left the ground, but his
eyes were always follow-
ing me, watching me, pro-
tecting me.

Atul Malikram       
(Political analyst)

‘The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature’

BRIEF

Priority
 Gorakhpur: Chief

Minister Yogi
Adityanath on
Monday said resolving
people’s problems was
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s priority
and instructed offi-
cials to act swiftly to
address their griev-
ances. During
Monday’s Janata
Darshan here,
Adityanath heard the
grievances of nearly
600 people and assured
them of all possible
support. The govern-
ment will ensure that
every issue is resolved
quickly and satisfacto-
rily, he said.

Bomb threat 
 New Delhi: A top pri-

vate school in south
Delhi on Monday re-
ceived an email claim-
ing a bomb inside the
campus, following
which the premises
were evacuated for a
thorough search, po-
lice said. On Monday
at 1.19 pm, an email
was received on the of-
ficial mail account of
the Indian Public
School, Sadiq Nagar,
regarding a bomb
being placed in the
premises of the
school, Deputy
Commissioner of
Police (south)
Chandan Chowdhary
said.

ISKCON 
 Bengaluru: ISKCON

Bangalore group of
temples aims to dis-
tribute one lakh
Bhagavad Gita copies
during the month-long
‘Gita Daan Yajna’,
which would be inau-
gurated by Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh here on
December 3. Seminars
and philosophical dis-
cussions based on the
Bhagavad Gita will
also be organised dur-
ing this period,
ISKCON Bangalore
said in a statement on
Monday.

Resign
 Shillong: Two MLAs

of the ruling NPP in
Meghalaya and one of
the opposition TMC
resigned from the
Assembly on Monday,
dealing a blow to the
two parties. NPP legis-
lators — Ferlin
Sangma, Benedic
Marak and TMC’s HM
Shangpliang submit-
ted their resignations
to Speaker Metbah
Lyngdoh during the
day, Assembly com-
missioner and secre-
tary Andrew Simons
told PTI.

Raped 
 Jaipur: A 15-year-old

girl was allegedly
raped several times by
a neighbour in Pratap
Nagar area here on a
pretext of marriage,
police said on Monday.
A case has been regis-
tered accused youth
Pawan Tyagi who has
been missing for the
last one-and-a-half-
month and his mobile
is also switched off,
Pratap Nagar Station
House Officer (SHO)
Bhajan Lal said.

Deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav performs 
‘abhishek’ as he offers
prayers during a visit to
the Vishnupad Temple, in
Gaya, Monday. 

ISRO ESPIONAGE CASE

BJP and JD(U) fight it out 
 In Kurhani assembly

seat by-poll

Former BJP leader Jay Narayan Vyas after he joined
Congress Party in the presence of party President
Mallikarjun Kharge and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot during a press conference ahead of the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad, Monday.



PLANE CRASH

A small plane rests on live power lines after crashing, Sunday, in Montgomery Village,
a northern suburb of Gaithersburg.

ALL SET FOR SPACE TRAVEL

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, from left, Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-15 mis-
sion Zhang Lu, Fei Junlong and Deng Qingming wave during a meeting of the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwest China on Monday. 
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Baghdad, Nov 28 (AP): 

The niece of Iranian
Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khameni is
calling on people to pres-
sure their governments to
cut ties with Tehran over
it’s violent suppression of
anti-government protests.

In a video posted online
by her France-based
brother, Farideh
Moradkhani, urged “con-
scientious people of the
world” to support Iranian
protesters. The video was
shared online this week
after Moradkhani’s re-
ported arrest on Nov 23,
according to US-based
rights monitor HRANA.

Moradkhani is a long-
time activist who’s late fa-
ther was an opposition
figure married to
Khamenei’s sister is the
closest member of the
supreme leader’s family
to be arrested. The
branch of the family have
opposted Khamenei for
decades and Moradkhani

has been imprisoned on
previous occasions for
her activism.

“I ask the conscien-
tious people of the world
to stand by us and ask
their governments not to
react with empty words
and slogans but with real
action and stop any deal-
ings with this regime,”
she said in her video
statement.

The protests, now in
their third month, have
faced a brutal crackdown
by Iranian security forces
using live ammunition,
rubber bullets and tear
gas to suppress demon-
strations. At least 451 peo-
ple have been killed, in-
cluding 63 minors, ac-
cording to HRANA.
Another 18,173 have been
detained, the rights moni-
tor reports.

Despite the crackdown,
demonstrations are ongo-
ing and scattered across
cities. The unrest was
sparked by the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini

in police custody in
Tehran for violating the

Islamic Republic’s strict
dress code.

Niece of supreme leader asks world to cut ties with Iran

Harare (Zimbabwe), Nov 28 (AP): 

Electricity shortages
that have been plaguing
Zimbabwe are set to
worsen after an author-
ity that manages the
country’s biggest dam
said water levels are
now too low to continue
power generation activ-
ities. The Zambezi
River Authority, which
runs the Kariba Dam
jointly owned by
Zimbabwe and neigh-
bouring Zambia, said in
a letter dated November
25 that water levels are
at a record low and elec-
tricity generation must
stop.

The Kariba South
Hydro Power Station
provides Zimbabwe
with about 70 per cent
of its electricity and

has been producing sig-
nificantly less than its
capacity of 1,050
megawatts in recent
years due to receding
water levels caused by
droughts.

The Kariba plant has
been generating 572
megawatts of the 782
megawatts of electrici-
ty produced in the
country, according to
the website of the state-
run power firm,
Zimbabwe Power
Company.

The dam “no longer
has any usable water to
continue undertaking
power generation oper-
ations,” said the au-
thority’s chief execu-
tive officer, Munyaradzi
Munodawafa, in a letter
to the Zimbabwe Power
Company.

The authority “is left
with no choice” except
to “wholly suspend”
power generation activ-
ities pending a review
in January when water
levels are expected to
have improved, said
Munodawafa in the let-
ter seen by The
Associated Press and
widely reported in local
media.

The authority has
been reporting low
levels of water at
Kariba Dam during
this period preceding
the rainy season in re-
cent years, but not
enough to shut down
power generation ac-
tivities.

Coal fired power sta-
tions that also provide
some electricity are
unreliable due to

aging infrastructure
that constantly breaks
down, while the coun-
try’s solar potential is
yet to be fully developed
to meaningfully aug-
ment supply.

Households and in-
dustries have been
going for hours, and at
times days, without
electricity due to short-

ages in recent months.
The State-run Herald

newspaper reported on
Monday that an ongo-
ing expansion of a
major coal-fired power
station, Hwange, could
help plug the shortages
exacerbated by the
Kariba plant shutdown
if it goes live by year-
end as scheduled.

Water levels in Zimbabwe’s biggest dam too low for power

Honolulu, Nov 28 (AP): 

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa,
the world’s largest active
volcano, has started to
erupt, prompting vol-
canic ash and debris to
fall nearby, authorities
said Monday.

The eruption began
late Sunday night in the
summit caldera of the
volcano on the Big
Island, the US Geological
Survey said. Early
Monday, it said lava
flows were contained
within the summit area
and weren’t threatening
nearby communities.

The agency warned
residents at risk from
Mauna Loa lava flows
should review their
eruption preparations.

Scientists had been on
alert because of a recent
spike in earthquakes at
the summit of the vol-
cano, which last erupted
in 1984.

Mauna Loa, rising
13,679 feet (4,169 metres)
above sea level, is the
much larger neighbour
to Kilauea volcano,
which erupted in a resi-
dential neighbourhood
and destroyed 700 homes
in 2018. Some of its
slopes are much steeper
than Kilauea’s so when it
erupts, its lava can flow
much faster.

During a 1950 erup-
tion, the mountain’s lava
travelled 15 miles (24
kilometres) to the ocean
in less than three hours.
(AP)

Hawaii’s Mauna
Loa starts to erupt

Jerusalem, Nov 28 (AP) 

Former Israeli prime
minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has struck a
coalition deal with a
small ultranationalist fac-
tion leader known for ho-
mophobic rhetoric and
disparaging remarks
about non-Orthodox
Jews, a sign of the
prospective government’s
hardline makeup.

Netanyahu’s Likud
party announced Sunday
that the agreement names
Noam faction leader Avi
Maoz as a deputy minis-
ter whose portfolio in-
cludes an office bolstering
Jewish identity among
Israelis.

The incremental step is
part of Netanyahu’s ef-
fort to hammer out a

power-sharing agreement
with his potential ultra-
Orthodox and ultrana-
tionalist allies following
the Nov 1 parliamentary
election. Netanyahu
stands poised to form one
of the most hardline reli-
gious and nationalist gov-
ernments in Israel’s his-
tory. Maoz is a Jewish fun-
damentalist and West
Bank settler who is an
outspoken opponent to
LGBTQ rights and
women serving in the mil-
itary, and has voiced op-
position to Arabs teach-
ing Jewish students in
Israeli schools.

He has denied the legiti-
macy of non-Orthodox
Judaism, including the
Reform and Conservative
movements, which are
marginal in Israel but

dominant in the US and
have long provided the
country with financial
and diplomatic support.

Maoz said in a state-
ment that the deal with
Likud was the “first step
in returning the soul to
the country”.

Maoz’s Noam faction
ran in the last elections
on a joint ticket with
Itamar Ben-Gvir and
Bezalel Smotrich’s
Religious Zionism party,
which won 14 seats in the
120-member Israeli parlia-
ment, the Knesset, mak-
ing it the third-largest fac-
tion.

Netanyahu’s Likud
party has yet to finalise
its coalition agreement
with all its prospective al-
lies and form a govern-
ment.

Likud signs coalition deal with
anti-LGBTQ radical

Beijing, Nov 28 (PTI): 

China on Monday dis-
missed concerns over its
controversial zero-COVID
policy in the face of un-
precedented demonstra-
tions, which have spread
to Beijing even as it report-
ed close to 40,000 coron-
avirus cases and authori-
ties scrambled to contain
the fresh surge in infec-
tions and protests against
the Xi Jinping regime.

The protests, which
comes nearly a month
after President Xi was
elected as the ruling
party’s top leader for a
third consecutive term,
have spread to Shanghai,

Beijing and many parts of
the country in the last few
days against the stringent
policy under which cities
and localities are kept
under prolonged lock-
downs and isolations.

Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian also defended the
arrest of a BBC journalist
covering the demonstra-
tions in Shanghai, main-
taining that the scribe did
not present his media 
credentials.

China defends zero-Covid policy
in the face of massive protests

Kyiv, Nov 28 (AP): 

Ukraine prepared for
more Russian strikes on
Monday and warned of
the possibility for a new
round of evacuations from
the capital during a rela-
tive lull from the airstrikes
on energy facilities and
other key infrastructure
in recent weeks.

In the West, meanwhile,
preparations were stepped
up to boost humanitarian
aid to Ukraine so that the
population can enjoy some
warmth during their cold-
est months of need and
keep the resolve of the na-
tion as high as possible.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
warned that Russian
troops “are preparing new
strikes and as long as they
have missiles, they won’t
stop.” “The upcoming
week can be as hard as the

one that passed,” he said.
In the capital, Kyiv,

Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said that part of the city’s
3 million people might
well have to be evacuated
to places where essential
services would be less
prone to shutdowns
caused by missile attacks.

Russia has pounded en-
ergy facilities around Kyiv
with a barrage of missile
strikes, resulting in power
outages and halts in water
supplies to the city.

And with temperatures
hovering around freezing,
and expected to dip as low
as minus 11C (12
Fahrenheit) in little more
than a week, international
help was increasingly fo-
cused on items like gener-
ators and autotransform-
ers, to make sure black-
outs that affect everything
from kitchens to operating
rooms are as limited and
short as possible.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin “continues
trying to make Ukraine a

black hole no light, no elec-
tricity, no heating to put
the Ukrainians into the
darkness and the cold,”
said European foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell.
“So we have to continue
our support providing
more material for the
Ukrainians to face the
winter without electrici-
ty.”

Borrell was leading a
meeting of EU ministers
that would specifically
“look at the Ukrainian
war from the point of view
of a humanitarian crisis.”

Over the next three days
NATO top officials and for-
eign ministers will be
gathering in Bucharest,
Romania, where such hu-
manitarian aspects will
also be assessed.

Ukraine’s energy
provider Ukrenergo said
Monday that it is still
short 27 per cent of output
after Russian strikes on
energy infrastructure.
“The scale and complexity
of the damage are high,

and repair works have
continued around the
clock,” the company said
in a statement.

Power supply was re-
stored to 17 per cent of res-
idents in the southern city
of Kherson, which
Ukraine reclaimed earlier
this month. The Russians
have continued pounding
the city with artillery bar-
rages.

Ukraine’s presidential
office said Monday that at
least four civilians were
killed and 11 others
wounded in the latest
Russian attacks. It said in-
tense fighting is continu-
ing along the front line in
the east, with the Russians
shelling Bakhmut and
Toretsk at the epicentre of
the fighting.

“People are sheltering
in the basements, many of
which are filled by water,”
said Donetsk Gov. Pavlo
Kyrylenko. “They have
been living in catastrophic
conditions without power
or heating.”

Ukraine on edge for more attacks
West eyes 
humanitarian aid

Workers in protective gear gather for their duties in
Beijing, Monday.

Reports nearly
40,000 fresh cases
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Accountability missing
The business houses, includ-

ing the industry, have to cater
to the ‘needs’ of the official-
dom and various regulators.
This complicity of vested inter-
ests drives the ubiquitous
greed and hampers a fair in-
vestigation to dig out lapses
and scandals. That which
should be everybody’s busi-
ness is nobody’s business — all
authority, no accountability!
The urgent need of the hour is
that different regulators syner-
gise, with intra- and inter-de-
partmental controls under one
roof, paving the way for deal-
ing with the government as a
single entity for the smooth op-
eration of any business — a
sine qua non to improve em-
ployment figures and the GDP.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Encourage young 
leaders

Gehlot’s outburst seems to
have taken the acrimony and
bitterness over the power tus-
sle in Rajasthan to a point of no
return. The Congress is in a
Catch-22 situation, attempting
a turnaround in its political for-
tunes through the Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Gehlot, an astute politi-
cian, should have been more
discreet in the choice of words,
accusation or time as Pilot, a
young and dynamic face, is
also not a pushover. Right
moves could have been made
to buy peace as the sterling
role of Pilot as president in the
Rajasthan Congress, ascending
to power in 2018, can’t be
wished away. Younger leader-
ship has to be given space and
charge sooner or later. Why
can’t such grace and niceties
be expected from senior lead-
ership? Is the attachment to
power too strong to have any
room for such sentiments?

GP CAPT JS BOPARAI (RETD),
by mail

Women’s rightful place
A society that is unable to

respect, protect and nurture its
women loses its moral moor-
ings and runs adrift. In Indian
society, a woman occupies a
vital and venerable place. The
Vedas glorified her as the cre-
ator, one who gave life and
worshipped her as a devi or
goddess. At the same time,
however, she found herself
suppressed and subjugated in
a patriarchal society. Serious
efforts are needed to combat
heinous crimes; and if it does
occur, society must not further
victimise the victim. Whenever
something goes wrong,
women are blamed for trans-
gressing social norms, and
thereby jeopardising their
safety. We also need to stop
the commodification of
women.

DDEEVVIINNAA  BBAADDHHWWAARR,,  RROOHHTTAAKK

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Police personnel deployed to maintain law and order after a mob of agitators attacked Vizhinjam police station following
the arrest of one person in connection with violent protests against the construction of Adani port, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Sunday, Nov. 27.

MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER

T he  BJP  manifesto  for  next  month's  Gujarat
Assembly elections has a special focus on the agricul-

ture sector, to keep farmers in good humour and get their
votes. Learning from experience, the saffron party has laid
special emphasis on issues relating to farmers in poll-bound
Gujarat this time round. The ruling party has promised
Rs.10,000 crore fund for agri-marketing infrastructure and a
whopping   Rs.25,000   crore   for   expansion   of irrigation fa-
cilities in South Gujarat, besides setting up two sea food
parks in Saurashtra, the blue  economy  industries  corridor.
Agrarian distress, especially in Saurashtra region, among
other factors, had led to a drop in the BJP seat tally from 115
in 2012, to a double-digit figure of 99 in the 2017 state assem-
bly elections. There are 182 seats in the Gujarat Assembly.
The BJP, when re-elected, will provide Rs 10,000 crore under
Gujarat Krishi Infrastructure Kosh to develop Khedut
Mandis, modern Agricultural Produce Market Committees
(APMC), sorting and grading units, cold chains,warehouses,
primary processing centres. It will expand the existing irri-
gation network through projects such as Sujalam Sufalam,
SAUNI, lift irrigation   projects, micro   irrigation, drip irri-
gation. With the additional budget of Rs 500 crore, the party
will strengthen the Gaushalas here and set up 1,000 addition-
al Mobile Veterinary Units.The widespread losses to the
dairy sector due to the lumpy skin disease has added to the
party’s worriesas the state has lost an estimated 5,800 cattle.
Earlier this year, farmers in the state protested against inade-
quate power supply, rallied against low  remuneration  for
certain  products  and demanded a minimum support price
for salt. The BJP also promised to build seafood parks in
South Gujarat and Saurashtra, build the country’s first Blue
Economy Industrial Corridor and strengthen the fishing-re-
lated infrastructures. In the run up to next month's assembly
elections in Gujarat, the BJP intensified its campaign to en-
sure that farmers get the full benefits of stateand central
schemes for the agricultural sector. It is being done to ensure
the party does not lose out on support from the farming com-
munity like it did in the  previous  election. The  BJP  is  rely-
ing  on initiatives such as the Na Mo Kisan Panchayat
launched by party president JP Nadda last month to create
awareness about schemes for farmers, besides  incentives
and  financial  aid  to  adopt technology such as drones to
meet challenges of labour shortages. In 2017, when the
party’s tally dropped  to  99  from  115  in  2012, the  loss  was
attributed to several factors. The Patidar agitation and the
anger against the implementation of Goods and Services Tax
were cited as some of the reasons. But, farm distress, particu-
larly in the Saurashtra region was the most significant. The
condition of farmers in the region had worsened by rainfall
deficit and drought that the state faced in 2016 and 2017.
There  was  also  some  anger  against  the government  for
not  being  able  to  implement minimum support price for
cotton and groundnut produce that time. Though those is-
sues have now been resolved, problems like water and power
shortages still persist in certain areas, coupled with low re-
turns from certain items such as salt, which have the poten-
tial to upset the ruling party’s apple cart. Gujarat Assembly
polls will be held intwo phases -- December 1 and 5. Counting
of votes will be taken up on December 8.
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editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

A veteran of the industry and one of the most versatile
actors Vikram Gokhale who has predominantly worked

in the Hindi and Marathi film industries, breathed his last in
a hospital in Pune on November 26. Vikram Gokhale was a
very seasoned actor and his demise is deeply
saddening.Vikram Gokhale was a noted actor in Marathi the-
atre and cinema, as well as in Hindi films, where he acted in
movies such as Agneepath (1990), Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam
(1999), Bhool Bhulaiyaa (2007), Natsamrat (2015), Hichki
(2018), and Mission Mangal (2019). Born on November 14,
1945, Vikram Gokhale was an Indian actor best known for his
work in Marathi theatre, Hindi movies, and television.
Vikram Gokhale had started his acting journey on Marathi
stage and was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
for acting in theatre in 2011. His big-screen journey began in
1971 with Parwana, which also featured Amitabh Bachchan.
Apart from Bollywood films, the duo also worked in a
Marathi film titled AB Ani CD. In his career of 59 years,
Gokhale acted in every medium, from theatre to television to
cinema in at least two major languages- Marathi and Hindi.
He was without a doubt the most talented actor to have made
a name for himself in the movie industry. As a result, he was
regarded as the most well-known and adored actor in the
movie business. His roles in the films Barrister, Gafla and Sau
Jhooth Ek Sach are the ones he found the most challenging.
The actor made his film debut in the 1971 Amitabh Bachchan-
starrer Parwana. He is best known for his performances in
films like Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam, Agneepath, and Khuda
Gawah. He won the National Award for Best Actor in 2010 for
his performance in the Marathi film Anumati. In 2010, he
made his directorial debut with the Marathi film Aaghaat. He
is fondly remembered for playing the patriarch in Sanjay
Leela Bhansali's Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam. He also appeared
in films like Salim Langde Pe Mat Ro, Bhool Bhulaiyaa,
Mission Mangal, Aiyaary among many others. He was
hounored with the National Award for best actor at 60th
National Awards in 2013 for 'Anumati', a Marathi film. The
actor, who was close to reaching his golden jubilee in movies,
received praise for his outstanding acting abilities and won
numerous awards. In recognition of his contribution to cine-
ma, the actor was honoured with the Vishnudas Bhave Award
in 2015 by the Akhil Maharashtra Natya Vidya Mandir.Over
the decades, Gokhale gave stellar performances in a range of
roles in prominent Hindi films such as Bhool Bhulaiyaa,
Traffic, Hichki and Ab Tak Chhappan. He used to say that
“An actor should not hard-sell skills. Acting should not be
about peddling your abilities. To me to be seen acting is not
acting. To act to believe is acting. Acting is the art of creating
the illusion of the truth. You have to make people forget you
are acting.” No doubt, we shall miss his presence on the big
screen but he has left an indelible mark on the hearts of all
cinema lovers and his work will always be remembered.

Tribute to Vikram Gokhale 
a seasoned actor  

Gujarat polls: BJP 
manifesto eyes farmers

E very day we are bom-
barded with messages

that try to persuade us to
change our behaviour for the
good of ourselves and society.
Drink less alcohol! Eat less
food! Wear a mask! Get vacci-
nated! Millions of dollars are
spent each year on information
campaigns designed to foster
more cohesive and inclusive so-
cieties. In developing
economies, this includes efforts
to foster democratic attitudes
and more effective political sys-
tems. Say no to gender-based vi-
olence! Reject corruption! Do
not sell your vote! Given how
pervasive they are, the most
surprising thing about these
campaigns is that many just
don't work.

Some even make the situa-
tion worse. The reason why is
important, because it tells us
something about why it's so
hard to change human behav-
iour. Take anti-corruption cam-
paigns. Almost all of the pro-
grammes designed to reduce
graft in high corruption coun-
tries include an awareness rais-

ing' component. The idea is
that through raising awareness
about an issue, citizens will be-
come more willing to reject re-
quests for bribes and act
against corruption. The hope is
they'll report it or vote against
corrupt politicians.

But until the last five years,
no one had systematically test-
ed whether these messages
were effective. When re-
searchers started to look into
this, they got a nasty surprise:
in most cases anti-corruption
messages don't make citizens
more likely to reject or con-
demn graft. A test in Lagos,
Nigeria, a nation with a history
of high-level corruption, had
some alarming results. From
1200 randomly selected partici-
pants, it found people were actu-
ally more likely to pay a bribe.
The 1200 took part in a bribery
game. They were told that pay-
ing a bribe would mean another
participant would lose money
much like in the real world.

Some participants received
an anti-corruption message
and some did not. Those who
received an anti-corruption
message were on average more
likely to pay a bribe. In other
words, the effect of the messag-
ing was the opposite of what
was intended. This means the
millions of dollars being spent
on anti-corruption messaging
in countries like Nigeria may
not just be wasted it may actu-
ally be making things worse.
Blame human nature. Recent
research in political and social
psychology found that when we

hear about topics that are per-
vasive, we tend to become cyni-
cal and focus on how big the
problem is.

The way we behave is less
shaped by what we are told to
do than by what we believe our
peers are already doing. So, we
are more likely to get vaccinat-
ed and follow social distancing
protocols if we think all our
friends have already done so
than if the government tells us.
The consequences of this for
how governments need to com-
municate are profound. If a
campaign focuses on how cor-
rupt the police are, or how few
people are recycling, we point
out how big the problem is and
so run the risk of undermining
people's confidence that a bet-
ter future is possible while si-
multaneously suggesting that
bad' behaviours are socially ac-
ceptable.

The effect of this double
whammy is perfectly illustrat-
ed by anti-corruption messag-
ing which confirms people's
most cynical inner beliefs that
the system is beyond repair
and the only way to get things
done is to take part in corrup-
tion by paying bribes.
Individuals who were already
particularly pessimistic about
the prevalence of corruption
were significantly more likely
to be negatively affected by
reading an anti-corruption
message. The biggest worry is
that this logic doesn't only
apply to corruption. One study
tested messages designed to
prevent the theft of wood from

Arizona's Petrified Forest
National Park.

It found that signs that de-
scribed the problems caused by
others' behaviour stealing wood
were "most likely to increase
theft". A more recent paper on
how to encourage people to re-
spect social distancing proto-
cols during the pandemic in
Australia concluded that telling
citizens that others are not fol-
lowing the rules is dangerous
because "people match their be-
haviour to perceived social
norms". Similar conclusions
have been reached with cam-
paigns to stop gender-based vio-
lence and vote-buying. It's im-
portant, then, to realise that
raising awareness may actually
make the problem worse.

Before embarking on aware-
ness-raising campaigns policy-
makers could try and design
less problematic messages. One
way to do this may be by focus-
ing on those who behave appro-
priately', and the negative feel-
ings people hold about those
who do not, rather than high-
lighting the extent of the prob-
lem. Emphasising the strength
of feeling within society and
the number of people who
want to see change can inspire
and motivate rather than de-
press and discourage.

But even then messages still
have a risk of backfiring and so
no message should be commu-
nicated to the public before it
has been systematically tested.
Only then can we make sure
that when we try and do good,
we do no harm.

To change corrupt behaviour, 
change the message

Lara Herrero

W e have vaccines to
boost our immune re-

sponse to SARS-CoV-2, the
virus that causes COVID. We
have medicines you can take at
home (and in hospital) to treat
COVID. Now researchers are
trialling something new. They
want to develop drugs that stop
the virus getting into the body
in the first place. That includes
nasal sprays that stop the virus
attaching to cells in the nose.
Other researchers are looking
at the potential for nasal
sprays to stop the virus repli-
cating in the nose, or to make
the nose a hostile place to enter
the body. Here's where the sci-
ence is up to and what we can
expect next.

How could we 
block the virus?

"Viral blockade", as the
name suggests, is a simple
premise based on blocking
SARS-CoV-2. In other words, if
something gets in its way, the
virus cannot attach to a cell
and it can't infect you. As
SARS-CoV-2 is a respiratory
virus, it makes sense to deliver
this type of medicine where
the virus mainly enters the
body via the nose, in a nasal

spray. There are various
groups around the world work-
ing on this concept. Some re-
search is still being conducted
in the lab. Some agents have
progressed to preliminary
human trials. None are yet
available for widespread use.

Heparin
Heparin is a common medi-

cine that's been used for
decades to thin the blood.
Studies in mice show that
when heparin is delivered via
the nose, it's safe and effective
in preventing the virus bind-
ing to nose cells. Researchers
believe heparin binds to the
virus itself and stops the virus
attaching to the cells it's trying
to infect. A clinical trial is
being conducted in Victoria in
collaboration between multi-
ple Melbourne-based research
centres and the University of
Oxford.

Covixyl-V
Covixyl-V (ethyl lauroyl

arginine hydrochloride) is an-
other nasal spray under devel-
opment. It aims to prevent
COVID by blocking or modify-
ing the cell surface to prevent
the virus from infecting. This
compound has been explored
for use in various viral infec-
tions, and early studies in cells

and small animals has shown
it can prevent attachment of
SARS-CoV-2 and reduce the
overall viral load.

Iota-carrageenan
This molecule, which is ex-

tracted from seaweed, acts by
blocking virus entry into air-
way cells. One study of about
400 health-care workers sug-
gests a nasal spray may reduce
the incidence of COVID by up
to 80 per cent.

IGM-6268
This is an engineered anti-

body that binds to SARS-CoV-2,
blocking the virus from attach-
ing to cells in the nose. A nasal
and oral (mouth) spray are in a
clinical trial to assess safety.

Cold atmospheric plasma
This is a gas that contains

charged particles. At cold tem-
peratures, it can alter the sur-
face of a cell. A lab-based study
shows the gas changes expres-
sion of receptors on the skin
that would normally allow the
virus to attach. This results in
less SARS-CoV-2 attachment
and infection. Scientists now
think this technology could be
adapted to a nasal spray to pre-
vent SARS-CoV-2 infection.

How could we stop 
the virus replicating?

Another tactic is to develop

nasal sprays that stop the virus
replicating in the nose.
Researchers are designing ge-
netic fragments that bind to
the viral RNA. These frag-
ments known as "locked nucle-
ic acid antisense oligonu-
cleotides" (or LNA ASOs for
short) put a proverbial span-
ner in the works and stop the
virus from replicating. A spray
of these genetic fragments de-
livered into the nose reduced
virus replication in the nose
and prevented disease in small
animals.

How could we 
change the nose?

A third strategy is to change
the nose environment to make
it less hospitable for the virus.
That could be by using a nasal
spray to change moisture lev-
els (with saline), alter the pH
(making the nose more acidic
or alkaline), or adding a virus-
killing agent (iodine). Saline
can reduce the amount of
SARS-CoV-2 in the nose by
simply washing away the
virus. One study has even
found that saline nasal irriga-
tion can lessen COVID disease
severity. But we would need
further research into saline
sprays. An Australian-led
study has found that an iodine-

based nasal spray reduced the
viral load in the nose. Further
clinical trials are planned. One
study used a test spray con-
taining ingredients including
eucalyptus and clove oils,
potassium chloride and glyc-
erol. The aim was to kill the
virus and change the acidity of
the nose to prevent the virus
attaching. This novel formula-
tion has been tested in the lab
and in a clinical trial showing
it to be safe and to reduce infec-
tion rate from about 34 per cent
to 13 per cent when compared
to placebo controls.

Barriers ahead
Despite promising data so

far on nasal sprays for COVID,
one of the major barriers is
keeping the sprays in the nose.
To overcome this, most sprays
need multiple applications a
day, sometimes every few
hours. So based on what we
know so far, nasal sprays will
not singlehandedly beat
COVID. But if they are shown
to be safe and effective in clini-
cal trials, and receive regulato-
ry approval, they might be an-
other tool to help prevent it.

(Writer is a Research Leader
in Virology and Infectious

Disease, Griffith University.)

COVID nasal sprays may one day 
prevent and treat infection

NIC CHEESEMAN
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Stake 
New Delhi: Mankind
Pharma on Monday
said it has acquired a
majority stake in
Upakarma Ayurveda,
engaged in develop-
ing, manufacturing
and selling ayurvedic
and herbal products
for an undisclosed
amount. The compa-
ny’s decision to invest
will empower
Upakarma Ayurveda
to develop a wider
range of products 
and offerings, the
drug firm said in a
statement.

USFDA nod 
New Delhi: Zydus
Lifesciences on
Monday said it has re-
ceived approval from
the US health regula-
tor to market
Levothyroxine
Sodium injection,
used to treat thyroid
hormone deficiency.
The company’s US-
based unit has re-
ceived tentative ap-
proval from the US
Food and Drug
Administration
(USFDA) to market
the medication, the
drug firm said in a
regulatory filing.

Flights 
New Delhi: Flights
will soon be started
from two
Northeastern states to
Myanmar and
Bangladesh as the gov-
ernment is working on
enhancing air connec-
tivity in the region. On
Monday, the first flight
from the new airport
at Arunachal
Pradesh’s Itanagar
was flagged off by
Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia. The flight
from Hollongi airport
to Mumbai via Kolkata
is being operated by
IndiGo, which will also
be increasing its serv-
ices from the region.

Tyres 
New Delhi: Reise
Moto, a joint venture
between Mahansaria
Group and European
brand Mitas, on
Monday launched a
two-wheeler tyre
range for the domestic
market. The tyre
under the ‘Reise’
brand will cater to
both motorcycle and
scooter segments and
will also be shipped to
South Asian markets.
For Reise Moto,
Mahansaria Group
has entered into a
76:24 joint venture
with Mitas.

Paddy
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s paddy pro-
curement for the cen-
tral pool rose over nine
per cent to 306.06 lakh
tonnes so far in the on-
going 2022-23 kharif
marketing season, ac-
cording to the food
ministry data. Higher
quantities of paddy
were purchased from
Punjab, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh and
Telangana.

IPRs
Bengaluru:
Karnataka State
Council for Science
and Technology
(KSCST) is developing
an app-based network-
ing platform called
“Patentkart” for com-
mercialisation of
Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs). An ini-
tiative under ‘Make in
India’, Patentkart is
expected to benefit
patent holders and
their clients in com-
mercialising their IP,
said Science and
Technology Minister
C N Ashwath
Nararayan on
Monday.

PRE-BUDGET MEETING

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Union Ministers of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary and
Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad during her 7th Pre-Budget 2023 consultation with the stakeholders of labour
organisations, in New Delhi, Monday.

AWARD CEREMONY

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar presents an award during the Shilp Guru and National Awards ceremony,
at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, Monday. Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal and
Additional Secretary of Department of Commerce in the Ministery of Commerce & Industry, Rachna Shah
are also seen.

New Delhi, Nov 28: 

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi will introduce a
settlement scheme for
stock brokers against
whom enforcement pro-
ceedings have been initiat-
ed and are pending for exe-
cuting trades in illiquid
stock options on BSE.

The settlement scheme
shall commence on
December 19, 2022, and
end on January 19, 2023,
(both days inclusive) or
such other date as ap-
proved by the competent
authority, according to a
Sebi notice.

“SEBI has decided to in-
troduce a Settlement
Scheme for 150 stock bro-
kers, 2022 (Scheme 2022)
for Stock Brokers against
whom enforcement pro-

ceedings have been ap-
proved/initiated and are
pending for executing
trades in illiquid stock op-
tions at BSE. Such entities
may avail the Scheme 2022
as per its terms and condi-
tions,” the market watch-
dog said in a public notice
on Friday.

The present scheme has
been made easier as the
entities can apply online
instead of submission of
physical papers. The
scheme was also made at-
tractive so that many enti-
ties could avail the same.
Most of the entities can
settle their proceedings by
paying only Rs 1 lakh as a
settlement amount.

The scheme provides an
opportunity for the enti-
ties who have executed re-
versal trades in the illiq-

uid stock options segment
from April 1, 2014, to
September 30, 2015, and
against whom enforce-
ment action initiated by
Sebi is pending to settle
the case.

This came after
Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) passed an
order in May this year on
the matter of illiquid stock
options.

In market parlance,
trades in which a person
buys a particular stock
and sells it back to the
same person are referred
to as reversal trades.

As many as 1,018 enti-
ties, allegedly involved in
the manipulation of illiq-
uid stock options, had
availed the benefit of its
one-time settlement
scheme.

Sebi to bring settlement
scheme for brokers 

Facing action in illiquid stock option cases

Bhopal, Nov 28:  

Leading omni-channel
beauty retail chain Health
& Glow announced the
opening of its first store
in Bhopal. Located at the
famous DB City Mall, the
new store will include all
the leading homegrown
beauty and personal care
brands and international
brands suitable for the
customer needs and pref-
erences, along with
Health & Glow’s private
label brands. Speaking
about the new store,
Venkataramani, CEO,
Health & Glow said, “We
are delighted to serve the
consumers in Bhopal
with our first store and
bring them contemporary
beauty solutions. We as-
pire to provide a seamless
omni experience by bring-
ing the best brands in
beauty and personal care,
along with personalized

beauty solutions and
products with better fea-
tures, and benefits.”

The new Health & Store
at Bhopal will not only in-
clude a variety of beauty
and personal care prod-
ucts but will also include
other unique services.
The customers will be
able to avail omnichannel
features such as self-
checkout, click and collect
and same-day delivery,
etc. Talking about person-
alisation in beauty, Health

& Glow has launched a
dermatologist and tech-
backed skin analysis and
regime recommendation
tool, Skin Expert, in 2019,
which leverages AI to pro-
vide personalised skin-
care recommendations to
users based on a detailed
analysis of their skin
type.

The customers can
avail this service ab-
solutely free of cost and
get a guided skin analysis-
by a science backed

regime with products that
suit their skin with the
help of Skin Expert tool,
exclusively available at
the Bhopal store.

Health & Glow has also
recently introduced its
own line of quality colour
cosmetics. This latest col-
lection of H&G Cosmetics
offers a fresh assortment
of vegan, cruelty-free
everyday makeup prod-
ucts.

H&G Cosmetics’ collec-
tion revolves around the
theme ‘Work, Play and
Party’ and currently fea-
tures 22 shades of Liquid
Lip Colours, 23 shades of
bullet Lipsticks, 2 in 1
Foundation Stick in 7
shades, Compact Powder
in 3 shades and re-
tractable Kajal in 5 aes-
thetic tints.

These affordable, high
quality products will also
be available at the Health
& Glow store in Bhopal.

Health & Glow opens its first beauty & wellness store 

Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Bank credit growth
improved to 17.2 per cent
in the September quar-
ter 2022 from 7 per cent
in the year-ago period,
reflecting pick-up in eco-
nomic activities.

“Credit growth re-
mained broad-based: all
population groups and
bank groups recorded
double digit annual
growth,” the Reserve
Bank said while releas-
ing ‘Quarterly Statistics
on Deposits and Credit
of SCBs: September
2022’.

Bank credit growth
improved further to 17.2
per cent (year-on-year)
in September 2022 from
14.2 per cent a quarter
ago and 7 per cent a year
ago, it said. Aggregate

deposits growth (y-o-y),
which remained in the
close range of 9.5-10.2
per cent since June 2021,
stood at 9.8 per cent in
September 2022. Since
December 2020, bank
branches in metropoli-
tan centres have been
recording higher annual
growth than those in
rural, semi-urban and
urban areas.

Private sector bank
group has been outpac-
ing public sector banks,
foreign banks and re-
gional rural banks in de-
posit mobilisation, the
RBI said.

As per the data, year-
on-year growth in term
deposits rose to 10.2 per
cent in September 2022
from 6.4 per cent a year
ago. Current and savings
deposits growth moder-

ated to 8.8 per cent and
9.4 per cent from 17.5 per
cent and 14.5 per cent, re-
spectively, a year ago.

“The share of savings
deposit in total deposits,
which increased from
32.4 per cent in June 2019
to a peak of 35.2 in June
2022, moderated margin-
ally to 34.7 in the latest
quarter,” the RBI added.

It further said the all-
India credit-deposit (C-
D) ratio increased fur-
ther to 74.8 per cent in
September 2022 from 73.5
per cent a quarter ago
and 70 per cent a year
ago. The C-D ratio for
metropolitan bank
branches, which have a
dominant share in the
banking business, stood
much higher at 87.6 per
cent in September 2022
(82.8 per cent a year ago).

Bank credit grows 
at 17.2 % in Sep quarterR
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Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Benchmark indices
ended at fresh lifetime
highs on Monday amid for-
eign fund inflows, a decline
in crude oil prices and buy-
ing in index major
Reliance Industries.
Rallying for the fifth day in
a row, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 211.16
points or 0.34 per cent to
settle at 62,504.80, its fresh
record closing high.
During the day, it jumped
407.76 points or 0.65 per
cent to its lifetime intra-
day peak of 62,701.40.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 50 points or 0.27 per
cent to end at 18,562.75, its
record closing high.
“Sentiment and flows cur-
rently are acting as a
strong catalyst for the mar-
kets which touched an all-
time high. We are seeing

domestic as also foreign in-
vestors being net buyers of
equity aiding the momen-
tum,” said Lakshmi Iyer,
CEO- Investment Advisory,
Kotak Investment
Advisors Limited. Among
the Sensex pack, Reliance
Industries jumped the
most by 3.48 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nestle, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finserv,
Wipro, ICICI Bank and
IndusInd Bank. Tata Steel,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel,
HDFC and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the
laggards.

“Despite unfavourable
global cues, the domestic
market reversed its early
losses to trade at record
highs. Following the de-
cline in oil prices, oil & gas
stocks led the rally in an-
ticipation of margin gains,
as ongoing protests in
China fuelled demand con-

cerns. Going ahead, global
markets will depend on
Powell’s speech on
Wednesday, which is cru-
cial in maintaining the mo-
mentum, as the market
seems to have factored in a
moderation in the pace of
rate hike,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

In the broader market,
the BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.77 per cent and
midcap jumped 0.72 per
cent. Among sectoral in-
dices, oil & gas climbed
1.49 per cent, energy (1.44
per cent), auto (0.64 per
cent), consumer discre-
tionary (0.59 per cent), in-
dustrials (0.46 per cent)
and FMCG (0.29 per cent).
Commodities, telecommu-
nication, utilities, con-
sumer durables, power
and teck were the lag-
gards.

Markets hit fresh all-time highs
Sensex settles at fresh all-time high of 62,504.80; Nifty ends at record peak of 18,562.75

Mumbai, Nov 28: 

Reliance Retail’s
TRENDS, India’s largest
and fastest-growing appar-
el and accessory specialty
chain, has unveiled a
broad selection of the
brand-new Winter wear
line for men, women, and
children. Winter, the
favourite season of the
fashionista arrives at the
end of the year- a season of
indulgence that demands
cosy layers, tight fits, and
trends we cannot get
enough of.

Layering is key in the
winter to stay warm and
stylish. The Trends winter
clothing collection pro-
vides stylish solutions to
beat the weather. Pullover
sweaters, hooded sweat-
shirts, long sweaters for
ladies, and wool sweaters
for men make it simple to

channel the winter style.
Our must-have trends
strike the ideal blend be-
tween stylish and cosy.

Women will be over-
whelmed with choice and
in awe of Trends’ Winter
Collection. The Trends
winter collection features
a stunning array of styles
and designs for Women to
feel warm and comfortable
while also looking fashion-
able and trendy, ranging
from chic sweatshirts to
gorgeous jackets, cosy
shrugs to incredibly soft
sweaters.

Both girls and young
women are astonished by
the stylish selection of
super jackets and cool
colour blocking sweat-
shirts. The collection will
witness the return of
matching designs in addi-
tion to a wide variety of
new joggers and jeans.

Trends offers new 
winter wear collection

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2288::

Passenger vehicle makers
are expected to invest around
Rs 65,000 crore by FY25 to
ramp up production capacities
to cater to enhanced demand,
rating agency Icra said on
Monday. It stated that the
demand for passenger vehicles
has remained healthy since the
turn of the calendar year, aided
by strong underlying demand
and an easing up of semicon-
ductor shortages.

The passenger vehicle
industry wholesale volumes
are expected to touch an all-
time high of 3.7-3.8 million
units in FY23, a growth of 21-24
per cent over the previous fis-
cal, driven by robust demand,
it added. With ease in supply
chain constraints and semicon-
ductor shortage, capacity utili-
sation of the OEMs (Original

Equipment Manufacturers)
improved to healthy levels over
the past few quarters — factor-
ing in a continuation of strong
demand sentiments, the OEMs
have now revved up their
capacity expansion plans, Icra
said. “With the OEMs also
budgeting for a substantial
outlay towards new product
development, including the
development of
capabilities/dedicated plat-
forms for electric vehicles, the
aggregate capex outlay for the
OEMs is estimated to remain
heightened at Rs 650 billion
over FY2023-FY2025,” Icra Vice
President & Sector Head -
Corporate Ratings - Rohan
Kanwar Gupta stated.

Multiple OEMs have already
announced an aggregate out-
lay in excess of Rs 250 billion
towards capacity expansion for
the next few fiscals, he added.

Passenger vehicle makers to
invest Rs 65,000 cr by FY25 

To ramp up capacity
Mumbai, Nov 28: 

With growing consumer
preference for branded
products, the revenue of
organised electrical and
kitchen appliances indus-
try is expected to grow 8-10
per cent in this financial
year, a report said on
Monday.

This 8-10 per cent rev-
enue growth expected dur-
ing this fiscal will also be
supported by increasing
usage of smart technolo-
gies and similar buying
behaviour among rural
and urban consumers to-
wards such products, ac-
cording to a report by
Crisil Ratings.

The report further stat-
ed that the implementa-
tion of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) in July
2017 helped the organised

sector manufacturers to
streamline their supply
chains, operations and dis-
tribution networks to ben-
efit from input-tax credits,
cost-efficient logistics, and
uniform taxation of final
products across states.

These companies have
also deleveraged consis-
tently over the past four
fiscals and improved their
balance sheets, which will
bolster their credit profiles
over the medium term, it
noted.

“The perception that
purchase of electrical ap-
pliances is a low-involve-
ment decision is fast
changing. Kitchen equip-
ment, lighting solutions
for home, electric fans and
coolers are now increas-
ingly bought after careful

evaluation of brands on
functionality, technology,
ease of use, and strong
after-sales service.

“We believe increased
demand for smart appli-
ances will push manufac-
turers to invest in technol-
ogy research and develop-
ment. The industry’s rev-
enue growth this fiscal
will be driven by steady de-
mand from rural and
urban segments,” Crisil
Ratings Senior Director
Mohit Makhija said.

The industry did not
face material disruption
during the second Covid-
19 wave, in contrast to the
first, said the report.

The resilience is under-
lined by limited cyclicality
in demand and relatively
smaller ticket sizes of pur-
chases compared with con-
sumer durables, it stated.

Revenue of organised electrical,
kitchen appliances industry to grow 

 By 8-10 % this fiscal

ACROSS

1. Glide

5. Lost color

10. Root beer, e.g.

14. She, in Barcelona

15. Nimble

16. Mideast country

17. Rework proofs

18. Get better

20. Finger or toe

22. Car style

23. Judge’s field

24. Spanish title

26. Boldness

28. Bargain events

30. Oppressive ruler

34. Workout place

37. Earth’s center

38. Cake decorator

39. Hen’s mate

41. Genuine

44. Object of adoration

45. Mumbai attire

46. Female deer

47. Capital of the Philippines

50. Heroic poems

52. Bath powders

54. Legislative body

58. ____ Vegas, Nevada

61. Striking success

63. Judged

64. Unfriendly

67. Chimed

68. Thing

69. Boulder

70. Besides that

71. Johnny ____ of “Edward

Scissorhands”

72. Tint

73. Act

DOWN

1. Plant beginnings

2. Classic song

3. Adjust

4. Proportions

5. Golf norm

6. Epochs

7. Permit

8. Escape

9. Go away

10. Polite address

11. Aloud

12. Computer fodder

13. Again

19. Jealousy

21. Religious pamphlet

25. African lily

27. Singer ____ Clapton

29. Make a boo-boo
31. Passed effortlessly
32. Roman emperor
33. Family diagram
34. Somber
35. “Star Wars” character
36. Earth’s satellite
40. Cut
41. Tree juice
42. Showy flower
43. More pleasant
45. Legislative meeting
48. Highland miss
49. Nearly
51. Trapped
53. Desert plants
55. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
56. Keyed up
57. Double-____ sword
58. Placed
59. Initial bet
60. Ladder rung
62. ____ glider
65. Little demon
66. Dixie general
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Jennifer Lopez announces
new album ‘This Is Me... Now’

W e keep our loved
ones close, with a

connection that is eternal-
ly forged for infinity. Such
is the story of Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) and Pihu
(Aarohi Kumawat) on
Sony Entertainment
Television’s most-loved
show, ‘Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2’. With time, view-
ers have seen the ups and
downs in #RaYa’s lives.
This time around, ardent
fans of the show have wit-
nessed Priya taking
everyone by surprise with
a completely new avatar
as Lovely Singh, getting
appointed as Ram’s new
PA. On the contrary,
Nandini (Shubhaavi
Choksey) is leaving no
stone unturned to take ad-
vantage of Ram’s condi-
tion and keep Priya away
from Ram.

In the upcoming
episodes, viewers will wit-
ness Lovely resigning
from the job and Adi who
knows Priya’s truth will
ask Ram to convince
Lovely to join back.
Though Ram might have
moved back a few years
and has forgotten about
Priya and Pihu from his
memory, he still has feel-
ings which can be wit-
nessed whenever they col-
lide with each other. As he

visits Lovely’s place he
sees Pihu there and gets
worried knowing she is
all alone at home. He then
goes on to spend time
with her and gets to know
about the skit competi-
tion. Ram who is fond of
Pihu decides to help her

with the skit competition
unknown to Nandini and
Vedika. On the other
hand, Nandini is scared
thinking Ram might gain
his memory back anytime
and is doing everything
that she could to keep
Ram away from the Soods.

Will Nandini get to know
about Ram helping Pihu
or will Priya succeed in
getting Ram closer to
them?

Talking about the in-
triguing sequence,
Shubhaavi Choksey aka
Nandini Kapoor says,
“Since the time Priya en-
tered Ram’s life, Nandini
has always felled inse-
cure. Now with Ram’s
medical condition,
Nandini has got a golden
opportunity to get Ram’s
life control in her hands
once again and keep
Priya and Pihu away.
Somewhere Nandini is
also sure that Priya won’t
give up that easily so
Nandini too doesn’t want
to let go of this opportuni-
ty by hook or by crook.
She has ensured and
blocked all the ways for
Priya to reach out to Ram
but isn’t aware of Priya’s
plans. It will be interest-
ing to see how Nandini re-
acts when she gets to
know Ram helping Pihu
with her skit competi-
tion.”

Tune in to Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain 2’,
every Monday to Friday
at 8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television..

Ram to help Pihu prepare 
a skit for her contest

TT he audience will witness
thodi daraar aur thodi

takraar in &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai.
About &TV’s Doosri Maa,
Ashok shares, “Nupur and
Astha pretend to be friends
with Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) so that they can
help their Dadaji (Sunil Dutt)
find evidence against him.
Bansal attempts another kid-
napping and provides the kid-
napper with candy laced with
medicine. Nupur faints while
Krishna and Aastha run inside,
and the kidnapper kidnaps her.
Everyone starts looking for
Nupur but is unable to find her.
Krishna, while finding Nupur,
sees the kidnappers going
away in a tempo. He picks up
the pace and discovers Nupur
unconscious. Ashok (Mohit
Dagga) gets a call from his
neighbour Ram Babu saying
that he saw Krishna getting

into the tempo with the goons.
Everyone at home is con-
cerned about Nupur, and
Babuji again accuses Krishna
of kidnapping her with the help
of his thug friends. Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) breaks down after
learning this. Will Krishna be
able to save Nupur and prove
his innocence?”. About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Daroga
Happu Singh shares, “Bimlesh
(Sapna Sikarwar) takes up the
responsibilities of Rajesh’s

(Kamna Pathak’s) house in her
absence. The commissioner
(Kishore Bhanushali) learns
that Happu’s (Yogesh Tripathi)
wife has gone to her brother’s
house and advises him to enjoy
his leisure time. Bimlesh feels
tired of working day and night
and complains to Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), who asks
her to drink with her. After two
pegs, Bimlesh gets high and
starts disclosing Rajesh’s gos-
sip about her. Katori Amma

gets enraged and informs
Happu about it. Happu tells
Beni (Vishwanath Chaterjee)
about Bimlesh’s behaviour and
tells him to ask her to apolo-
gize. Bimlesh gets offended
and decides not to help with
the household work. Katori
Amma offers an internship to
Kamlesh (Sanjay Choudhary)
and tells him to cook for her
family, to which he agrees.
Kamlesh starts preparing deli-
cious food, and the entire fam-
ily praises him, making
Bimlesh upset. Bimlesh then
tells her husband Beni to stop
talking to his friend Happu.
“Will Bimlesh and Katori
Amma’s fight break Happu and
Beni’s friendship?”. About
&TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) has a dream and wakes
up screaming while Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) tries to com-
fort her. 

&TV shows will witness fear and clashes

BB e it theatre, radio, nov-
els or short films, Tahira

Kashyap Khurrana says she
has inherently been a story-
teller all her life but the jour-
ney to director’s chair was full
of apprehensions. Tahira,
known for her earnest depic-
tion of women in the most
hilarious manner in her books
“The 12 Commandments of
Being A Woman” and “The 7
Sins of Being A Mother”, said
she gravitated towards sto-
ries since childhood.

“I’m a compulsive story-
teller. It was a part of my
growing up process. All that I
used to do as a kid was tell
stories.

“I’ve loved telling stories,
be it whatever medium — the-
atre, radio, podcasts, novels,
short films and now feature. I
have inherently been a story-
teller all my life and I
absolutely love it,” the
author-director told PTI in an
interview here.

But the realisation that she
had what it takes to be a pro-
fessional storyteller came
later in life after dabbling in
multiple jobs.

“Everyone has their jour-
ney. We do four-five things,
and then we realise that this
is what I want to do. There is
a huge section of people who
know what they want to do
ever since they are young. But
I was lost for most of my life.
“I picked various jobs — in the

corporate sector, teaching,
radio and events — and after
a point I realised whenever I
was involved with a creative
job or storytelling, I would
really get excited about it.”
Tahira said she decided to lis-
ten to her “inner voice” and
made her first short film
“Toffee” in 2017, with the help
of her husband, actor
Ayushmann Khurrana, who
served as the producer on the
project.

“I borrowed money from
my husband to make my first
short film, about which I was
very conscious. I knew this is
what I wanted to be but I
needed a sort of push. I’m
very grateful for those little
openings. But after a point,
you are on your own,” she

said. There was a sense of
doubt after directing the
short film, the director said,
but her “big moment of reali-
sation” came when her work
was appreciated at various
international film festivals,
including Cinekid
International Film Festival,
Amsterdam; Bahamas
International Film Festival
and MAMI, and later picked
by streamer Eros Now.

“Once I made the film I was
really sceptical, but to my
surprise it got picked up at
various festivals and by Eros,
so I got to return the entire
money to my initial producer.
I was debt free. That was my
big moment of realisation.
Now, there is a lot of accept-
ance towards myself.”

As somebody who always
had self-doubt, the validation
she received from those out-
side her inner circle pushed
her to work harder, the 39-
year-old filmmaker said.

“Women always need reas-
surance. I don’t know why...
but it’s constantly there.
Maybe it’s the conditioning or
maybe we are vocal about it.
Maybe men also have self-
doubt but are not vocal
because there is a false
macho idea that they can’t
cry and tell.

“I have met so many men
who also have self-doubt but
they don’t express I used to
beat myself down.

There is a lot of acceptance
towards myself: Tahira

S ony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible has gar-

nered immense love and
unwavering support from
the audience. The story-
line of the show is filled
with thrills, twists, and
adventure, which entices
the audience and keeps
them engaged.

Pushpa Impossible has
never failed to satisfy its
audience’s desire for
more, so they’ve intro-
duced a new character!
Yes, there is a new entry

in the Pushpa Impossible.
Viewers will be intro-

duced to a new character
who will play Ashwin’s
boss. Actress Aditi
Bhagat will be seen por-
traying this new charac-
ter in the show. Aditi has
played significant roles in
movies in the past, and is
set to make her TV debut
as Mansi Raidhan. She
will portray a young intel-
ligent businesswoman
who is assertive, stub-
born, and ambitious. She
was born and raised in
Canada and owns a chain
of motels in the United
States and Canada, as well
as other international
ventures. Mansi is a so-
phisticated woman who
despises cheaters and
liars. Aditi Bhagat ex-
presses her excitement
and thrill at being intro-
duced in Pushpa
Impossible, saying,
“Pushpa Impossible is one
of my and the viewer’s
most loved shows consid-
ering Pushpa’s approach-
es to every challenge that
comes her way. While the
show’s narrative is engag-
ing and compelling,
Mansi’s role is equally
ambitious and engaging.
I’m beyond excited to play
Ashwin’s boss in the
show, and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing how the
character progresses as
an authoritative boss.”

‘Pushpa Impossible’
has an exciting turn! 

SS andeep Baswana, a recog-
nised figure in the televi-

sion industry, has been cast in
Sony SAB’s new show ‘Dil
Diyaan Gallaan’. He will be
seen portraying an integral pro-
tagonist in this show. Sandeep
Baswana will portray a charac-
ter named ‘Mandeep’ who is
Amrita’s (Kaveri Priyam) father
and Dilpreet’s son (Pankaj
Berry). Mandeep is one of the
pivotal characters influencing
the constitution of the narra-
tive. Despite reaching the pin-
nacle of his goals and playing
the role of a self-assured,
wealthy, and proud man, he still
feels abandoned by his father.
Defying his parents’ wishes, he
made his own life decisions out
of pride and ego, resulting in a
family feud.Sandeep shares his
new role: “The character of
Mandeep is akin to any child
from a middle-class family who
aspires to realise their ambi-
tions and goals. This role is
demanding considering the
story’s plot, and Mandeep’s one
step decides the family’s fate.

Sandeep

S ony Entertainment
Television’s most

loved singing-reality show,
‘Indian Idol - Season 13’ has
finally found its TOP 11
contestants! Keeping the
entertainment alive, these
talented contestants will be
driven to keep the viewers
amused with some intrigu-
ing performances, some-
thing will truly sweep the
nation off its feet and make
the “Mausam musicana”!
With a spectacular display
of India’s young singing
talent in the presence of
the viewers, judges –
Himesh Reshammiya,
Neha Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani followed by es-
teemed celebrity guests,
last weekend, the show
found its Top 11 contest-
ants - Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka
Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das
from Kolkata, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep Wadali
from Amritsar, Shivam
Singh and Kavya Limaye
from Gujarat. Putting their
best foot forward, the se-
lected Top 11 contestants
have certainly impressed
one and all with their melo-
dious voices. Celebrations
galore! Delivering a melo-
dious carnival like none
other, Indian Idol cele-

brates extraordinary musi-
cal talent that has emerged
from the nook and cranny
of the country. Talking
about Rishi Singh and
Superstar Singer 2 winner
Mohd. Faiz was seen deliv-
ering a jaw-dropping and
historic performance. Not
only this but, Aditya
Narayan was seen request-
ing Neha Kakkar to sing
along with the two rock-
stars of the show on Neha
Kakkar’s superhits which
made the evening even
more memorable.

‘Indian Idol - Season 13’
finally gets its 

Top 11 contestants!

HH ollywood star Jennifer Lopez has announced her
new music album, titled ‘This Is Me... Now’. Lopez,

who had deleted all of her previous Instagram posts,
returned to the platform Friday to share a video in which
her 2002 album’s cover transforms into the 2022 version.
The musical project will be the singer-actor’s first full-
length effort in eight years and comes 20 years after the
release of her third studio album ‘This Is Me... Then’.
Lopez issued a track listing that includes among its titles
“Dear Ben Pt. II”, presumably a sequel to the earlier
album’s “Dear Ben”. The song is in reference to her hus-
band, actor Ben Affleck, with whom she rekindled her
romance after years apart and tied the knot in July.
According to entertainment news outlet Deadline, the
new album will chronicle the emotional, spiritual and
psychological journey that she has taken over the past
two decades. It is billed as being an emotionally raw and
honest project, with a lineup of songs about her life and
experiences. Lopez, 53, also plans to announce related
projects timed to the new album’s release. The singer
has so far released eight studio albums, one remix
album, three compilation albums, one soundtrack, one
extended play, 65 singles, five charity singles and 12
promotional singles. She has sold more than 80 million
records with 15 billion streams worldwide.

Baswana enters 

‘Dil Diyaan Gallaan’



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  29,  2022 11

US has clear World Cup
task against Iran

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): The task is clear for the United
States: beat Iran in a politically charged World Cup
match or go home. U.S. players have been praised as
the best generation of American soccer. But they fin-
ished third behind Canada and Mexico in World Cup
qualifying and now face a must-win final group-stage
match. “The most important thing is that we control
the outcome of our journey in this tournament with
the last game against Iran,” midfielder Weston
McKennie said. “So the next thing is just to go out and
get three points against Iran.” A draw or a loss would
eliminate the Americans, who tied Wales 1-1 and
England 0-0. England leads the group with four
points, followed by Iran with three, the U.S. with two
and Wales with one. “We got to win the game,” mid-
fielder Gio Reyna said.

Theo Hernandez wants to
win World Cup for France

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): Theo Hernandez wants to win
the World Cup for France. And for his big brother.
Lucas Hernandez was in tears when he ruptured the
ACL in his right knee early in France’s 4-1 win
against Australia last week. His brother Theo re-
placed him at left back in a straight swap, even
though they are different styles of players. “His in-
jury was very bad news for us. It’s not easy for him, ei-
ther, because it’s also a really long injury,” said the 25-
year-old Theo, who is one year younger than his
brother. “I’ve been talking with him on the phone
every day since he left Qatar. I want to play in every
match here, because I want to bring the trophy back
for him.” The younger Hernandez, who plays for
Italian champion AC Milan, is more attack-minded
than his brother and sometimes seems more like a
winger than a defender. At his news conference on
Sunday, a Chinese journalist told him his nickname
among Chinese fans is “Supercar” because of incred-
ible speed.

Netherlands on cusp 
of advancing 

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): The Netherlands is on the verge
of reaching the knockout stage at the World Cup and
an overwhelming favorite in its final Group A match
on Tuesday against host nation Qatar. If the Dutch
advance it will put more focus on 71-year-old coach
Louis van Gaal, who stepped out of retirement just
over a year ago to take over the national team while
being treated for aggressive prostate cancer. Host na-
tion Qatar has lost its first two matches and already
missed its chance to move on from the group stage.
For the Netherlands a draw will suffice to advance
and put the Netherlands into contention again in a
World Cup after failing to qualify four years ago. The
Dutch could even get through with a loss if Ecuador
beats Senegal in the other Group A match. In the
round of 16, the Netherlands would face one of the
top two teams from Group B, where England is the fa-
vorite with Iran, Wales, and the United States scram-
bling for a spot.

Ecuador frets over
Valencia ahead of Senegal 

Doha, Nov 28 (AP): Enner Valencia has scored
Ecuador’s last six World Cup goals so there’s no un-
derstating how worried his country is after he was
carried off the field on a stretcher against the
Netherlands. Ecuador hopes that the 33-year-old strik-
er’s troublesome knees are OK for a decisive final
group match against Senegal on Tuesday. He hurt his
right knee against the Netherlands after spraining
his left knee in the first game against Qatar. He was
up and walking a little while after that stretcher ride
with an ice pack strapped to his right leg. “Let’s
hope,” Valencia said. Ecuador’s captain has three
goals in two games in Qatar and is clearly key to its
chances of reaching the knockout stage for only the
second time. He scored three in three games in
Ecuador’s last World Cup appearance in 2014 but that
wasn’t enough to advance in Brazil. La Tri have a
slight advantage this time by needing a win or a draw
to be certain of going through. Senegal has to win to
be sure of advancing.

Viral Wales video hangs over

World Cup clash with England
Doha, Nov 28 (AP): If England needs any added mo-
tivation in its final World Cup group game against
Wales on Tuesday, they only need to watch a certain
video from 2016. Footage of Wales players celebrating
wildly as their UK neighbor crashed out of the
European Championship after losing to Iceland went
viral at the time. England was humiliated. Wales,
which lost 2-1 to the Three Lions in the group stage
but went on to reach the semifinal, was jubilant.
Much has changed since then - a point England for-
ward Marcus Rashford made ahead of the Group B
match. “I don’t think it takes a genius to see how
we’ve improved since 2016. For me it feels like a com-
pletely different team. We’ve come on so much.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI):

In an unprecedented
feat, Maharashtra captain
Ruturaj Gaikwad smashed
seven sixes in an over to
set a List A world record in
the Vijay Hazare Trophy
here on Monday.

The over, the 49th of the
innings, fetched him 43
runs, matching the joint
effort of Brett Hampton
and Joe Carter off Willem
Ludick for Northern
Districts against Central
Districts in a Ford Trophy
game from 2018.

Gaikwad rewrote the
record in the penultimate
over of his team’s Vijay
Hazare Trophy quarterfi-
nal match against Uttar
Pradesh in Ahmedabad,
with Shiva Singh being
the bowler. It was a seven
ball over because of a no
ball. The record for most
sixes in an over (overall) is
held by Lee Germon of
New Zealand, who clubbed
eight maximums during a
Shell Trophy match in
Wellington. Left-arm spin-
ner Shiva Singh conceded

a no ball in the fifth deliv-
ery of the over which was
also hit over the boundary
ropes at the Narendra
Modi Stadium B Ground
here. Gaikwad carried his
bat through for a sensa-
tional knock of 220 runs in
159 balls, which contained
10 boundaries and 16 max-
imums. Thanks to
Gaikwad’s knock,
Maharashtra posted 330
for five after batting first,

with his colleagues aggre-
gating only 96 runs. The
first ball was a low full-toss
and Gaikwad smoked it
over deep midwicket for
the first six. The second
one was hit straight down
the ground, while he
cleared deep square leg for
his third maximum. The
fourth delivery was tonked
over long-off, the fifth, a no
ball, was played almost in

the same direction, and
the batter took full ad-

vantage of the free
hit by hammer-
ing it over long-
on and reach
his double cen-

tury. The seventh
and final ball was smashed
over deep midwicket. The
batter, thus, joined an il-
lustrious list of cricketers
who have smashed at least
six consecutive sixes in an
over, including Sir
Garfield Sobers, Ravi
Shastri, Herschelle Gibbs,
Yuvraj Singh, Ross
Whiteley, Haztratullah
Zazai, Leo Carter, Kieron
Pollard and Thisara
Perera.

Al Khor (Qatar), Nov 28 (AP):

Only a win for
Germany in the final
group game will give the
four-time World Cup
champions a chance to
avoid a second straight
early elimination. At
least they’re improving.

Substitute Niclas F
llkrug scored in the 83rd
minute on Sunday to
give Germany a 1-1 draw
against Spain at Al Bayt
Stadium in one of the
most anticipated match-
es of this year’s World
Cup. A loss would not
have eliminated
Germany, but it would
have left the team in a
much more difficult po-
sition.

“It was important that
we got this point,” F
llkrug said. “We definite-
ly have a chance to get
through to the next
round now. We can now
go into the last game
with a good feeling and
hope that everything
goes well.”

Germany’s fate will be
decided on Thursday
against Costa Rica,
which defeated Japan 1-0
earlier Sunday. Even a
win may not be enough
for the Germans, who
lost to Japan in their
opener and are in last
place in Group E. They
need the other result to
go their way. If both
Germany and Spain

win, both will advance.
If there is a draw in the
Japan-Spain match,
Germany will need to
overcome a goal-differ-
ence deficit against the
Japanese. If Japan is
victorious, then the
Germans will have to
top Spain which beat
Costa Rica 7-0 on goal
difference to get
through.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):
Former Saurashtra cap-
tain Sitanshu Kotak has
been handed the coaching
responsibilities for the
India ‘A’ squad which is
currently touring
Bangladesh for two four-
day ‘Test’ matches, begin-
ning Tuesday.

One of the batting
coaches at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA),
Kotak will be assisted by
Troy Cooley and T Dilip,
the national team’s field-
ing coach.

Dilip was given a short
break after India’s T20
World Cup campaign in
Australia. He will travel
with India ‘A’ squad and
then join the senior na-
tional side for the two
Tests against Bangladesh

scheduled from December
14 to 18 in Chattogram and
December 22 to December
26 in Dhaka.

The coaching set-up for
India ‘A’ needed to be
changed as VVS Laxman,
and his support staff of
Hrishikesh Kanitkar and
Sairaj Bahutule, are cur-
rently with the senior
India team in New
Zealand.

India ‘A’ squad for the
first four-day game:
Abhimanyu Easwaran (c),
Rohan Kunnummal,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Yash
Dhull, Sarfaraz Khan,
Tilak Varma, Upendra
Yadav (wk), Saurabh
Kumar, Rahul Chahar,
Jayant Yadav, Mukesh
Kumar, Navdeep Saini and
Atit Sheth.

Perth, Nov 28 (PTI):

Australian opener
David Warner feels
Cameron Green will face a
“big call” regarding his
participation in the IPL,
warning the all-rounder

about possible burnout
ahead of a gruelling
schedule.

Green, who has already
registered for the IPL auc-
tions, is likely to spend al-
most half of the season in
India for the T20 league be-

sides four Tests and two
ODIs series. He also has
tours of England and
South Africa lined up be-
fore next year’s ODI World
Cup in India.

“Nineteen weeks
straight in India, being
your first trip there as
well, can be quite challeng-
ing - from the heat perspec-
tive, the playing, the recov-
ery,” Warner said on
Monday ahead of
Australia’s Test series
against the West Indies.

“I’ve been through it,
I’ve done the Test series
and the IPL. It is tough.
Then on the back of that
you’ve got five Test match-
es in England. Then I
think you’ve got 20 days off
before you go to South
Africa and then go to a
World Cup.

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant is “mess-
ing up” his chances and
should be given a break
from international crick-
et to reinvent his game,
feels former chairman of
selection committee
K r i s h n a m a c h a r i
Srikkanth.

Pant has looked sub-
dued in limited overs
cricket this year, scoring
just one fifty in the short-
est format way back in
February against the
West Indies, while cross-
ing the 30-run mark only
twice in the 21 innings
that he has played in 2022.

In ODIs, the 25-year-old
had two fifties and a hun-
dred in the nine innings
he has played this year.
“Maybe you can give him

(Pant) a break and tell
him ‘just wait a bit, come
and play in India’, they
haven’t handled him well.
Are you going to wait for
a couple of matches be-
fore giving him a break
or remove him after one
or two games?”

Srikkanth said on his
YouTube channel Cheeky
Cheeka.

“Yes, Rishabh Pant is
not utilising the chances
he’s getting. I am very
disappointed - ennada
Pant-u (what is this
Pant)?,” he added.

Dubai, Nov 28 (PTI):

Afghanistan have ce-
mented their place in
next year’s ICC ODI
World Cup in India after
the second ODI against
hosts Sri Lanka in
Pallekele was abandoned
due to rain.

Afghanistan received
five extra points in the
World Cup Super League
standings because of the
no result that took their
total to 115 points in the
current cycle.

Afghanistan are sit-
ting safely in seventh
place on the current
standings, with the top
eight sides at the end of
the Super League earn-

ing automatic spots.
While the five points

was a good result for
Afghanistan, it was the
exact opposite for Sri
Lanka as their hopes of
automatic qualification
were hanging by a
thread.

Dasun Shanaka’s side
are in 10th place on the
standings with just 67
points and only have four
matches remaining in
this period to try and
sneak into the top eight.

Sri Lanka will look to
pick up valuable 10
points and tie the three-
ODI series by defeating
Afghanistan in the third
ODI in Pallekele on
Wednesday.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Soccer fans walk along the shipping container camp
in Doha, Monday. World Cup soccer fans on a budget
are staying in refurbished shipping containers.

World Record! Gaikwad
hits 7 sixes in an over

Germany salvages 1-1 draw
against Spain at World Cup

Spain’s Alvaro Morata celebrates after scoring the
opening goal during the World Cup group E soccer
match between Spain and Germany, at the Al Bayt
Stadium in Al Khor , Qatar.

Kotak, Cooley & Dilip to 
shoulder coaching responsibility

for India A tour of Bangladesh

You are messing up chances, need
to reinvent game: Srikkanth to Pant

It’s a big call: Warner warns
Green of IPL workload

Afghanistan seal ODI World
Cup spot in India after

washout game against Lanka
Malaga, Nov 28 (AP):

Canada won its first
Davis Cup title on Sunday,
beating Australia behind
victories from Denis
Shapovalov and Felix
Auger-Aliassime.

Auger-Aliassime se-
cured the winning point
when he downed Alex de
Minaur 6-3, 6-4 after
Shapovalov opened the
day by rolling past
Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2, 6-
4. Seven years after lead-
ing Canada to the top of
junior tennis, Auger-
Aliassime, Shapovalov
and their teammates fi-
nally got to lift the top
team trophy in their
sport. “I think of us all
here, we’ve dreamt of this

moment,” Auger-
Aliassime said.
Shapovalov had dropped
both his singles matches
this week and needed

treatment on his back
during a three-set loss
Saturday in the semifi-
nals to Italy’s Lorenzo
Sonego that lasted 3

hours, 15 minutes. But the
left-hander moved quickly
around the court Sunday,
setting up angles to put
away winners while rac-
ing to a 4-0 lead in the first
set.

Auger-Aliassime then
finished off his superb
second half of the season
by completing a perfect
week in Spain. He twice
had kept the Canadians
alive after Shapovalov
dropped the opening sin-
gles match, and on
Saturday he replaced his
weary teammate to join
Vasek Pospisil for the de-
cisive doubles point. This
time, Auger-Aliassime
made sure the doubles
match wouldn’t even be
necessary.

Auger-Aliassime, Shapovalov
give Canada 1st Davis Cup title

Team Canada celebrate with the trophy after winning
the Davis Cup tennis final in Malaga, Spain, Sunday.

Al Wakrah, Qatar, Nov
28 (AP): Substitute
Vincent Aboubakar scored
one goal and created an-
other as Cameroon rallied
from 3-1 down to draw 3-3
with Serbia at the World
Cup on Monday.

He lobbed goalkeeper
Vanja Milinkovic-Savic in
the 64th minute and then
set up striker Eric Maxim
Choupo-Moting two min-
utes later. The thrilling
draw was the first game at
the World Cup in Qatar in
which both teams gave up
a lead. But the result suit-
ed neither side.

They each have one
point after two Group G
matches and either Brazil
or Switzerland can qualify

with a win when they
meet later Monday.
Cameroon led through
central defender Jean-
Charles Castelletto’s 29th
minute tap-in but also con-
ceded twice in quick suc-

cession. Strahinja
Pavlovic scored the equal-
izer on a header in the first
minute of first-half stop-
page time and, two min-
utes later, midfielder
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic

struck from 20 meters.
Striker Aleksandar
Mitrovic made it 3-1 in the
53rd at Al Janoub
Stadium.

Cameroon coach
Rigobert Song dropped
goalkeeper Andre Onana
for the match. It was not
immediately clear why
Onana was left out amid
reports it was for discipli-
nary reasons.

Onana, who has 34 inter-
national caps and plays for
Inter Milan, responded by
posting the lineup on
Instagram.

His absence overshad-
owed a fine comeback per-
formance when all the talk
should have been about
Aboubakar.

Aboubakar saves Cameroon 
in 3-3 tie with Serbia

Serbia’s Sergej

Milinkovic-Savic

celebrates after

scoring his side’s

second goal 

during the World

Cup group G

soccer match

between

Cameroon and

Serbia, at the Al

Janoub Stadium

in Al Wakrah,

Qatar, Monday.

Elector making false complaint over EVM
malfunction must know consequence: SC

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court ob-
served on Monday a per-
son making a "false state-
ment" "must know the con-
sequence" as it leads to
stalling the electoral
process. It was hearing a
plea against an election
rule relating to the mal-
functioning of an EVM
which the petitioner
claimed was unconstitu-
tional. A bench headed by
Justice Ajay Rastogi told
the petitioner to file a writ-
ten note explaining why
the provision was prob-
lematic and observed, at
this stage, it was not in
agreement with his stand.

"We tell you very frankly,
we don't find any reason to
consider your request for
Rule 49MA. What is wrong
in the provision according
to you? Bring your written
note (on) why this is provi-

sion to be succumbed," the
court said and asked the
case to be listed for hear-
ing after vacation.

"If somebody makes a
false statement, then he
must know the conse-
quence. The whole further
electoral proceeding is
stalled. You are informing
the election officer then he
is taking the call, this and
that," the bench, also com-
prising Justice Bela M
Trivedi, said.

"If we find that some rid-
ers, strict riders have to be
there who is making the
complaint and who has to
take a call (it would be con-
sidered). Otherwise the
system will not work," it
added. The court was hear-
ing a petition by Sunil
Ahya alleging that Rule
49MA of 'The Conduct of
Elections Rules' was un-
constitutional as it crimi-
nalises reporting of mal-

functioning of Electronic
Voting Machines and
Voter Verified Paper Audit
Trails.

Rule 49MA reads: Where
printer for paper trail is
used, if an elector after
having recorded his vote
under rule 49M alleges
that the paper slip generat-
ed by the printer has
shown the name or symbol
of a candidate other than
the one he voted for, the
presiding officer shall ob-
tain a written declaration
from the elector as to the
allegation, after warning
the elector about the conse-
quence of making a false
declaration.

The plea has alleged that
putting the onus on the
elector in cases of arbi-
trary deviant behaviour of
machines used in election
process infringes upon a
citizen's right to freedom of
expression under the

Constitution. It when an
elector is asked to cast test
vote as prescribed under
Rule 49MA, he may not be
able to reproduce the same
result, which he was com-
plaining about, one more
time in a sequence, be-
cause of the pre-pro-
grammed deviant behav-
iour of the electronic ma-
chines.

"In the course of report-
ing the deviant behaviour
of an electronic machine
used in the election
process, an elector has to
cast two votes; first one in
secrecy and the second a
test vote in the presence of
the candidates or polling
agents. A test vote cast sub-
sequently in the presence
of others cannot become a
conclusive evidence of the
deviant behaviour or oth-
erwise of the previous vote
cast in absolute secrecy,"
the plea said.
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Mahant of Shri Math Baghambari Gaddi Balveer Giri along
with officials perform rituals for the upcoming annual
Magh Mela festival, in Prayagraj, Monday.

MAGH MELA
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‘330 of 1,621 candidates have 
criminal records; AAP tops with 61’

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

As many as 330 of 1,621
candidates, or around 20
per cent, contesting the
next month's Gujarat
Assembly elections have
criminal cases registered
against them, the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said on Monday.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) tops the list with 61
such candidates.

The total number of
candidates with criminal
cases stood at 238 in the
2017 Gujarat Assembly
polls. As per a report re-
leased on Monday by the

ADR after a survey of
candidates of both phas-
es, 60 candidates from
Congress and 32 from the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) have crimi-
nal cases against them.

A total of 192 candi-
dates are booked for seri-
ous offences related to
murder, rape, and attempt
to murder, including 96
from Congress, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
AAP, the ADR said citing
the analysis of affidavits
of all 1,621 contestants in
the fray for the two-phase
polls scheduled for
December 1 and 5.

The 330 candidates

with criminal cases
against their names com-
prise 167 contesting 89
seats in the first phase,
out of the total 788 candi-
dates, and 163 in the sec-
ond phase's 93 seats, out
of the total 822 contest-
ants, the ADR analysis re-
vealed.

As far as candidates
with serious crimes are
concerned, AAP tops the
list with 43, followed by
Congress with 28 and BJP
with 25. There are 181, 179
and 182 candidates con-
testing from AAP,
Congress and BJP, respec-
tively, in the polls for the
182-member state

Assembly.
The ADR said it defines

serious crimes as non-
bailable offences, which
attract a maximum pun-
ishment of five years and
more. These are crimes
related to assault, mur-
der, kidnap and rape, as
well as crimes against
women, and corruption
cases.

As many as 18 candi-
dates have been named in
crimes against women,
while one candidate is ac-
cused of rape. Five have
murder charges against
their names and 20 are ac-
cused of attempting to
murder.

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 28 (PTI): 

The ruling Left government
in Kerala, which had been
defending its move to lay
survey stones for a social im-
pact assessment (SIA) study
regarding the proposed
SilverLine semi-high speed
rail corridor, has decided to
redeploy all the staff posted
for the same and brought to
a halt -- for now -- the imple-
mentation of the ambitious
project. According to a gov-
ernment order issued by the

Revenue Department on
Sunday, all the staff posted
in land acquisition units for
the project "may be called
back immediately" and be
redeployed to other essential
projects. The order also
states that fresh notifica-
tions for an SIA study with
regard to acquisition of
1,221 hectares of land in sev-
eral villages of the state for
the SilverLine may be is-
sued after getting approval
for the project from the
Railway Board.

Ahmedabad, Nov 28 (PTI): 

A day after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
accused Congress of
playing vote bank poli-
tics over terrorism,
Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday said his party
had sacrificed two prime
ministers in the fight
against terrorism.

Kharge questioned
whether any leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had fought for the
freedom of the country.

"We have done the
work to fight against ter-
rorists. To maintain
peace in the country, we
have sacrificed our lead-
ers. Indira Gandhi sacri-
ficed her life to keep the
country united. Rajiv
Gandhi was martyred for
the unity of the country.

Is there a leader in the
BJP who at least fought
for the freedom of the
country?" Kharge asked.

Addressing a rally in
Kheda in poll-bound
Gujarat on Sunday, the
prime minister had said
Congress views terror-
ism from the prism of the
vote bank". He also said,
"terrorism was not over
yet and the politics of the
Congress has also not
changed".

"Here (in Congress), we
have lost our two famous
and world-respected
prime ministers to
strengthen and unite the
country. This is an elec-
tion of the state
Assembly and not of
Parliament. We are here
before you with the is-
sues affecting the state. It
is better if he (Modi)
talks about the successes

and failures of the state,"
Kharge said.

On the BJP's poll prom-
ise of implementing the
Uniform Civil Code in
Gujarat, Khrage said it
was an attempt to divide
society and create contro-
versy for votes.

"They (BJP) are pro-
voking Congress and
other leaders to speak up
and get angry. Their aim
is to provoke us and di-
vide society, but we are
not going to fall into their
trap," he said.

Slamming Modi for
seeking votes in his name
and claiming only he con-
tributed to the progress
of Gujarat as if there
were no leaders before
him, Kharge said the
prime minister keeps
talking about the
Congress has done noth-
ing in the past 70-odd

years.
"If any party built the

country in 70 years, it
was Congress," Kharge
said, adding, unlike
Modi, he does not take
credit for the several
thousand crore worths of
projects sanctioned when
he was Union minister.

Attacking the BJP's
'Gujarat model' of devel-
opment, the Congress
president said there were
five lakh vacancies in
government depart-
ments, including that of
28,000 teachers.

"The state's debt is ris-
ing sharply. When we
went out of power, we left
a debt of Rs 10,000 crore.
Today it has swelled to Rs
3.40 lakh crore, and is
going to increase further
to Rs 4.60 lakh crore dur-
ing the current fiscal,"
Kharge said.

"The so-called "Gujarat
model" is about 4 lakh
COVID-19 deaths. They
changed three chief min-
isters in six years. If you
change three CMs, it
means that you did noth-
ing here. Otherwise,
there was no reason to
change them," Kharge
said. He expressed confi-
dence in Congress win-
ning the Gujarat elec-
tions.

"The BJP has under-
stood the people of
Gujarat are deciding in
favour of Congress.
Despite being in power
for 27 years, it has be-
come necessary for the
BJP to bring in the prime
minister, Union home
minister, four to five chief
ministers to make in-
flammatory speeches to
mislead people," he
claimed.

Both Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot 
are assets for Congress: Rahul

Indore, Nov 28 (PTI): 

Amid a row over
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot's statement
against his former deputy
Sachin Pilot, Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
said both the leaders are
assets for the party.
Addressing a press confer-
ence near Indore, Gandhi,
the Lok Sabha member
from Wayanad in Kerala,
also said the decision to
contest again from the
Amethi seat in Uttar
Pradesh would be taken
after one or one-and-a-
half years.

"At present, my focus is
on the Bharat Jodo Yatra,"
he said. Union minister
and BJP leader Smriti
Irani had defeated Rahul

Gandhi in his family's bas-
tion Amethi in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. To a query
on different statements
being given by Rajasthan
leaders Gehlot and Pilot
amid their power tussle, he
said, "It will not affect the
yatra and both the leaders
are assets to the Congress
party." Gehlot on Thursday
told NDTV that Pilot is a

'gaddar' (traitor) who can-
not replace him as he had
revolted against Congress
in 2020 and tried to topple
the state government,
drawing a sharp response
from his former deputy
who said such "mud-sling-
ing" would not help.
Queried whether he would
like to contest again from
Amethi, Gandhi said, "I

don't want to give any head-
line to the media as at pres-
ent my focus is on the
Bharat Jodo Yatra." "See,
once again these are all at-
tempts to distract from the
main idea. You want news-
papers to say tomorrow
whether I will contest from
Amethi or not," Gandhi
said. "I want the newspa-
pers to write about the

Bharat Jodo Yatra, the
ideas and philosophy be-
hind the yatra," he said.
"The answer to your ques-
tion will come, may be in a
year or year-and-a-half," he
said. To a query on plans
for solving the unemploy-
ment problem in the coun-
try, Gandhi said the main
problem at present is that
the entire wealth of the na-
tion is confined in the
hands of three-four indus-
trialists.

The Congress will focus
on creating small-scale en-
terprises to generate more
employment opportunities
in the country, he said. "I
want the government to
participate in education
and health care and pump
in more money in these sec-
tors," Gandhi said.

Three cheetahs being
moved from 

quarantine zone

Sheopur, Nov 28 (PTI): 

All the eight cheetahs
brought from Namibia to
Madhya Pradesh's Kuno
National Park (KNP) in
September have been
shifted from the quaran-
tine zone to the larger ac-
climatisation enclosure,
with three female chee-
tahs being released on
Monday, a Forest official
said.

The eight cheetahs
were translocated from
the African country on
September 17 as part of
an ambitious reintroduc-
tion project of the

species. They were re-
leased into the quaran-
tine zone by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"Female cheetahs
Savana, Shasha, and
Siyaya were released into
the big boma (enclosure)
number 5 using walk-
through cages between 9
am and 11 am on
Monday," confirmed
Kuno Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Prakash
Kumar Verma.

On Sunday, female
cheetahs Asha and
Tbilisi joined males
Obaan, Alton, and
Freddie in the larger en-

closure. Obaan was re-
leased into the larger en-
closure on November 18,
while Elton and Freddie
were moved on
November 5.

Earlier, on Saturday,
the last of the six leop-
ards that had entered the
larger enclosure before
the arrival of these chee-
tahs had moved out into
the wild.

The last cheetah died
in India in Koriya dis-
trict in present-day
Chhattisgarh in 1947, and
the species was declared
extinct from the country
in 1952.

FARM HARVEST

Farmers wash turnips in a pond after harvesting, at a village on the outskirts of Jammu, Monday.

All eight big cats in KNP’s acclimatisation enclosure

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with party leaders Kamal Nath and Digvijaya Singh addresses
the media during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Indore district, Monday.

Kharge counters PM Modi

‘Congress sacrificed two prime ministers in terror fight’
SC seeks replies of Centre,

states on PIL for free 
sanitary pads for girls 

studying in govt schools

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre, states and
Union territories (UTs) on
a PIL seeking issuance of
directions for providing
free sanitary pads to girls
studying in classes 6 to 12
in government schools
across the country. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S Narasimha
took note of the plea of so-
cial activist Jaya Thakur, a
Madhya Pradesh-based
doctor, and issued notices
to the central government
and all the states and UTs.
The top court also sought
assistance of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta in
the matter, saying the peti-
tioner has raised the im-
portant issue of sanitation
and hygiene of girl stu-
dents in government and
government-aided schools.

Kerala govt to recall 
officials deployed for SIA

study on SilverLine

ADR report on Gujarat Assembly polls


