
Charge sheet 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The ED on
Saturday filed its first
charge sheet before a
court here in the Delhi
Excise policy money laun-
dering case naming liquor
businessman Sameer
Mahandru as one of the
accused, officials said.
Besides Indospirits pro-
moter Mahandru, the
prosecution complaint
has also listed two other
persons and is about
3,000 pages containing
statements of the
accused and annexures,
they said.

Chief Guest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Egypt's
President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi is likely to be the
chief guest for the
Republic Day celebrations
here next year. External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar is learnt to
have extended the formal
invitation to el-Sisi during
an official visit to Cairo
last month.

Join 
JJaaiippuurr:: Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) member Jaideep
Dudi and former BJP minis-
ter Rajkumar Rinwa joined
the Bharatiya Janata Party
in Churu district on
Saturday. Both the leaders
joined the party in the
presence of BJP national
general secretary and
state in-charge Arun Singh
and the state president
Satish Poonia, a party
spokesperson said here.

Killed 
KKaannppuurr::  A young man,
working as bouncer, was
killed in a celebratory fir-
ing during a wedding cer-
emony in Rail-Bazar area
here, police said on
Saturday. A BJP worker
identified as Ramji Gupta,
who allegedly opened fire
from his licensed double
barrel gun, has been
arrested, police said.

Boat capsizes 
VVaarraannaassii:: A boat carrying
34 pilgrims capsized in
the Ganga in Varanasi on
Saturday morning, but
they were promptly res-
cued, police said. The pil-
grims, who are from
Andhra Pradesh, were in
the boat when it capsized
in front of the Sheetla
Ghat, police said.

Dismiss
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Terming as
"frivolous" and an
"attempt to gain publici-
ty", the Delhi High Court
has dismissed with Rs
10,000 cost a PIL seeking
directions that the
Shraddha Walkar murder
investigation be trans-
ferred from Delhi Police
to the CBI.

Mishap
JJiinndd:: A truck driver died
and 50 passengers,
including children, were
injured when a roadways
bus collided head-on with
the heavy goods vehicle
near a hotel on the Jind-
Rohtak national highway
here, police said on
Saturday. 
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BRIEF

CM Bhupesh Baghel meets
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge, in New Delhi, Saturday. 

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said fulfilling
fundamental duties should
be the first priority of citi-
zens to take the nation to
greater heights as it
marches ahead towards
the centenary of its
Independence.

Addressing Constitution
Day celebrations in the
Supreme Court, Modi said
the entire world was look-
ing at India which is wit-
nessing rapid development
and economic growth.

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi,
Modi said the fundamental
rights were those responsi-

bilities that should be ful-
filled by citizens with ut-
most dedication and true
integrity. "Be it an individ-
ual or institutions, our du-
ties are our first priority.

The Amrit Kaal is the era
of duties for us," the prime
minister said.

At the outset, Modi also
remembered the victims of
the 26/11 Mumbai terror

attacks that took place in
2008 as India was celebrat-
ing the adoption of the
Constitution.

The prime minister also
launched new initiatives
under the e-court project,
which provides services to
litigants, lawyers and the
judiciary through infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology enabled
courts.

The initiatives launched
by Prime Minister Modi
included 'virtual justice
clock', 'JustIS' mobile app
2.0, digital court and
'S3WaaS' websites.

Mumbai, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Divya Salaskar, the daugh-
ter of police officer Vijay
Salaskar martyred in the
26/11 Mumbai terror attack,
on Saturday said the marks
left behind by the strike at
various places rekindled her
memories even as tributes
poured in on the occasion of
the 14th anniversary. She also
said as a daughter, the vacu-
um created in her life after
Salaskar fell to the bullets of
terrorists can never be filled.
Divya and other family mem-
bers of the police personnel
killed in the deadly terror
strike on Saturday paid trib-
utes to their loved ones to
mark the 14th anniversary of
26/11. Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh

Koshyari and Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde laid wreaths
at the martyrs' memorial in
the premises of the Police
Commissioner Office in
south Mumbai, where
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, minister
Deepak Kesarkar, Chief
Secretary Manu Kumar
Srivastava, state DGP
Rajnish Seth, Mumbai Police
Commissioner Vivek
Phansalkar and other offi-
cials were present.

Umeria (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and his cabi-
net colleague T S Singh Deo
on Saturday joined the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra
which is passing through
Madhya Pradesh.
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra left for
Delhi after taking part in the
foot-march for three days.
The march, which began from
Mortakka in Khandwa district
on Saturday morning, broke
for lunch at Manihar, after

which it resumed from Umeria
Chowki where Baghel and
Singh Deo, two rivals in
Chhattisgarh Congress, joined.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, her
husband Robert Vadra and
their son Raihan had been
with the march since Thursday
morning. They had now
returned to Delhi, a Congress
leader informed.
Rahul Gandhi and other partic-
ipants later proceeded to
Mhow, the birthplace of Dr B R
Ambedkar, by vehicles as the
further route passed through
the hilly and forested terrain
of Balwada, party functionar-
ies said.

Sriharikota, AP, Nov 26 (PTI):

A Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle of ISRO on
Saturday successfully in-
jected the earth observa-
tion satellite (Oceansat)
into a sun-synchronous
orbit, Indian Space
Research Organisation
said on Saturday.

The 44.4 metre tall rock-
et lifted off at a prefixed
time at 11.56 am from
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre at this spaceport at
the end of a 25.30-hour
countdown.

After reaching the in-
tended orbit 17 minutes
after PSLV-C54 lifted off,

the Earth Observation
Satellite or the Oceansat

successfully separated
from the rocket and was
placed into orbit, ISRO
chairman S Somanath
said.

Scientists would per-
form lowering of the rock-
et to place the other co-pas-
senger satellites into a dif-
ferent orbit which is ex-
pected to take place in a
two-hour duration.

The Earth Observation
Satellite-6 is the third-gen-
eration satellite in the
Oceansat series. This is to
provide continuity servic-
es of Oceansat-2 space-
craft with enhanced pay-
load specifications as well
as application areas.

Bijapur, Nov 26: 

Four Maoists, including two
women, were killed in an
encounter with security forces
in Bijapur district on Saturday,
a police official said.
The gunfight took place at
around 7.30 am in forest near
Pomra village under Mirtur
police station limits when joint
teams of security forces were
out on an anti-Maoist opera-
tion, Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P told PTI. The
operation involving personnel
of the District Reserve Guard

(DRG), the Special Task Force
(STF) and the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), was
launched based on the inputs
about the presence of
Divisional Committee mem-
bers of Maoists Mohan Kadti
and Sumitra along with 30-40
colleagues in Pomra-Hallur
forest, located over 400 km
away from capital Raipur, he
said. When a patrolling team
of the DRG was in Pomra for-
est, the gunfight broke out, he
said. "After the exchange of
fire stopped, bodies of four
Maoists, including two
women, along with three
weapons, including a .303 rifle
and a 315 bore rifle, were
recovered from the spot," the
IG said.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A Delhi Court on
Saturday sent Aaftab
Amin Poonawala, accused
of killing his live-in part-
ner and chopping her body
into 35 pieces in south
Delhi's Mehrauli, to judi-
cial custody for 13 days, po-
lice said.

Police have initiated the
legal process for produc-
tion of the accused for fur-
ther proceedings in the
polygraph test, Special
Commissioner of Police
(Law and Order, Zone II)
Sagar Preet Hooda said.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in part-

ner Shraddha Walkar, 27,
and sawed her body into 35
pieces, which he kept in a
300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his
Mehrauli residence, be-
fore dumping those across
the city over several days.

The polygraph test on
Poonawala went on for
nearly three hours on
Friday at the Forensic
Science Laboratory here.
Poonawala reached the
FSL at Rohini here for his
third session of the poly-
graph test at 4 pm and left
after 6:30 pm, police said.

Poonawala's four-day po-
lice remand expired on
Saturday.

The accused was arrest-
ed on November 12 and
sent to five-day police cus-
tody which was further ex-
tended for another five
days on November 17.

On Tuesday, he was sent
to four more days of police
custody.

The Delhi Police had
seized five knives from
Poonawala's flat and sent
them to FSL to ascertain if
they were used in the
crime.

Police had earlier said
the saw allegedly used by
Poonawala to cut his live-
in partner Shraddha
Walkar's body is yet to be
recovered.

Pune, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Veteran film, television
and stage actor Vikram
Gokhale died on Saturday
due to multi-organ failure
at a city-based hospital
where he was undergoing
treatment. Gokhale, 77,
was admitted to the
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Hospital here two weeks
ago. "We are saddened to
announce that noted actor

Vikram Gokhale passed
away today at Deenanath
Mangeshkar Hospital due
to multi-organ failure," the
hospital said in a state-
ment. "He was admitted to

the hospital 15 days ago
following health complica-
tions and was undergoing
treatment. Today he
breathed his last between
1:45 pm and 2 pm," said
Rajesh Damle, a family
friend. On Thursday, the
family had informed that
the actor was not respond-
ing to treatment and was
in critical condition.
Rumours of his death also
spread on social media.

Mumbai, Nov 26 (PTI) 

Scholar-activist Anand
Teltumbde, an accused in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case, was on
Saturday released from the
Taloja central prison in
Navi Mumbai a day after
the Supreme Court reject-
ed the National
Investigation Agency's
(NIA) plea challenging his
bail. Teltumbde, 73, who
spent two-and-a-half years
behind bars in the case,
walked out of the jail
around 1.15 pm. He was
happy, he told waiting
media-persons.

"I am happy after being
released from prison after
31 months. It is obvious,
but the sad thing is that

this is the fakest case and it
put us behind bars for
years," Teltumbde added.

On Friday, the apex
court had dismissed the
NIA's plea challenging the
Bombay High Court's
order giving bail to
Teltumbde. He was re-
leased after the completion
of bail formalities a day
later. On November 18, the
high court had granted
bail to Teltumbde, arrested
by the central agency on
April 14, 2020. The HC had
observed that prima facie
(on the face of it) there was
no evidence showing his
involvement in any terror-
ist acts. Teltumbde is the
third of the 16 accused ar-
rested in the case to be re-
leased on bail.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Senior bureaucrat Manoj Kumar
Sahoo has been appointed as
Deputy Election
Commissioner(DEC) as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle effected on Saturday by the
Centre. Sahoo is a 2006 batch
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and
Union Territories (AGMUT) cadre.
Sahoo has been appointed to the
post for an overall tenure of
seven years up to December 16,
2023, a Personnel Ministry order
said. Solomon Arokiaraj has been
appointed as Joint Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs,
Ankita Mishra Bundela will be
Joint Secretary, Department of
Health & Family Welfare and
Sanjeet has been named as Joint
Secretary & Financial Adviser,
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, it said.

‘Fundamental duties are
first priority of citizens’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses during the

Constitution Day celebrations
in the Supreme Court, in New

Delhi, Saturday. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday lamented that the con-
tribution of women members in the Constituent Assembly is rarely
discussed even as he stressed on the need to make the youth better
understand the Constitution. Addressing the Constitution Day event
at Supreme Court in the presence of Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and other judges, he said the future of India's
Constitution and institutions rests on the shoulders of the youth.
Modi said there were 15 women members in the Constituent
Assembly with one of them being Dakshaayini Velayudhan -- a
woman who had come out of the deprived society.

‘Contribution of women members rarely discussed’

Four Maoists killed in encounter 
̈ Three weapons

recovered

ISRO places Oceansat, 8 other satellites into orbit

PSLV-C54 carrying earth obser-
vation satellite along with eight

other co-passenger satellites
after its launch from the Satish

Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota, Saturday. 

Baghel, Singh Deo join
Bharat Jodo Yatra

̈ In MP

MEHRAULI MURDER CASE

Accused Aaftab sent to 13-day judicial custody

Veteran actor Vikram Gokhale dies at 77

Manoj Kumar Sahoo
appointed DEC

Elgar Parishad accused
Teltumbde walks out of jail

26/11 Mumbai Terror Attacks

Tributes paid to martyrs
on 14th anniversary

Annual Sports Meet held at Maitri Vidya Niketan Risali  
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2266::  Maitri Vidya
Niketan English Medium
Senior Secondary School
Risali, hosted it's 34th Annual
Sports Meet on Saturday, a
day filled with fervour and ex-
citement amidst thrills, shrills
and cheers. 

The Chief Guest for the day
was Thomas Chacko DIG,
Shasastra Seema Bal, Ministry
of Home Affairs, Government
of India SHQ BSF and Keshav
Banchhor, President/ Speaker,
Municipal Corporation, Risali,
Chhattisgarh as Special Guest
and Sameer Sahu, Member of
Mayors Council Education And
Sports, Municipal Corporation,
Risali as Guest of Honour.
Founder Member MVN, Rajam
Sudhakaran, Directors S
Sajeev and S Sajan, Principal
Bhilai Maitri College Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil, Director

and Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal Dr
Reena Sajeev were also pres-
ent on the occasion. 

The program commenced
with the welcome address by
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi who expressed that
team work, leadership, empa-
thy and handling defeat with
dignity is witnessed among the
students today which also
teaches them to build emo-
tional strength. She also threw
light on the importance of
sports in life followed by sports
achievements of MVN stu-
dents at District, State &
National level. 

She stressed on the fact that
"Participation is more impor-
tant than winning". The Chief
Guest declared the Meet open,
pigeons and balloons were set
free symbolizing the goal to be
set in life, The "Guard of
Honour" was presented to the

dignitaries by inspecting the
MVN Scout and Guide squads.
The Chief Guest also adminis-
tered the sports pledge to
MVN Head- Boy, Head -Girl,
Vice- Head boy and Vice Head-
girl, Discipline Captains and all
House Captains. 

This was followed by the
March Past by the scout &
guide along with discipline &
house captains. The audience

next witnessed various field
displays symbolizing alterna-
tive sources of energy. The
track events played were Book
balance race, German drill,
Horse race, Skipping race, Flat
race, Relay race and Tug- of -
war. It was a mega event and
was culminated by the award
ceremony where the students
were awarded trophies and
medals by the Chief Guest,

Special Guest & Guest of
Honour. Speaking on the occa-
sion Chief Guest Thomas
Chacko expressed his happi-
ness to witness such a wonder-
ful event where a lot of enthu-
siasm and fun was witnessed
among the students. He said
that he was reminded of his
school days. After two years of
pandemic an introspection of
self was a must which happens

through such events. 
He also extorted that WHO

has stated 10,000 steps per
person everyday to stay fit
which we must follow.
Speaking on the occasion,
Special Guest Keshav
Banchhor congratulated the
teachers and students for their
efforts to make this event a
successful one. 

The Guests were honoured

with mementos presented by
Rajam Sudhakaran, President
Maitri Educational and Cultural
Association. At the end of the
day, students departed with a
clear smile on their faces as
the Gandhi House emerged as
House Champions. It was a day
filled with sportsmanship, en-
thusiasm and memories to
cherish. The Vice Principal
MVN Dr Beena Sajeev adminis-
tered the vote of thanks. She
thanked all the teaching and
non teaching staff for their co-
operation and support and ad-
vised children to keep up their
sportsman spirit. 

The program was jointly an-
chored by MVN Headmistress
Nishi Sajan, Srilata Dhavala,
Reema Rajeev and Anitha Anil
in accordance with PTI Soniya
Garhwal, Rahul Reddy and A
Priya Rao. The Sports Meet
concluded with a Retreat beat
and National Anthem.  

Tree plantation programme organised

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: St
Thomas college organised
tree plantation pro-
gramme on November 22.
Chief guest of this func-
tion was NK Jain DGM
(I/C) horticulture depart-
ment, Bhilai steel plant.

On this occasion
Principal Dr MG Roymon
welcomed the guests. In
his speech he emphasized
on importance of green
plants, and also about the
caring of the plants.

During this occasion
NK Jain also expressed his
view on importance of

trees and also the impor-
tance of caring of plants.
Faculties, students, NSS,
NCC volunteers, Eco club
members took part in this
programme. Plantation
programme was organised
by PG department of
Botany, Zoology in associa-
tion with Eco Club.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Institution
Innovation Council under
Startup Cell in association
with R& D Cell of Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET), organ-
ised a talk on the "Story of
an Entrepreneur".

Young Entrepreneur
Shiju P Raju, Managing
Director of Ace Vision
Metal and Steel Works
LLC, in Dubai who is an
alumnus of Mechanical
Engineering Branch of
CCET shared his journey
of starting his own startup.
Shiju P Raju is an accom-
plished and result driven
engineering professional
with more than 17 years of
extensive experience in
managing local and inter-
national construction proj-
ects within time and budg-
etary constraints.

He is equipped with
record of success on
process improvement,
combined and demonstrat-
ed abilities in defining in-
novative solutions and
methodologies for safe,
cost efficient and smooth
project operations. He mo-
tivated the students with
success mantra to always
use your time.

Maintain quality in
dealing, in character and
all the things which we
perform. If we succeed
every mistake it helps to
become legendary. He em-
phasized to learn from our
mistakes. He gave thrust
to make goal clear in life
and plan accordingly to
achieve success.

CCET startup cell or-

ganised this expert talk
with an objective to create
awareness, to explore busi-
ness opportunities to stu-
dents of engineering
courses by bringing to-
gether experts from indus-
tries, government agen-
cies in order to provide
ideas and information for
becoming an

entrepreneur as an alter-

native career option and
also to highlight the merits
of pursing such an

option. It will also ex-
plore the possible business
opportunities and create
all necessary awareness to
start a new project on his
own or with the help of
government procedures.
This cell primarily works
to support, encourage, and
to create platform to new
and young entrepreneurs.

Program started with
the word of blessings from
Fr Dr PS Varghese,
Executive Vice Chairman.
Dr Dipali Soren, Principal
welcomed the CCET alum-
nus. The program was an-
chored by Divyani. IIC
Startup Cell Faculty
Coordinators Dr Preeti
Nand Kumar and Richa
Sahu along with student
coordinator organised the
session.

Monetary assistance provided to
girl suffering from rare skin disorder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Rupali
Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha,
Bhilai collected donations
and sent it for the treat-
ment of a 12-year-old girl
who is suffering from a
rare skin disorder. The girl
child Jogeshwari is a resi-
dent of village Bagofar in
Dantewada and is suffer-
ing from Ichthyosis hys-
trix.

The organization col-
lected donations from
NRIs residing in Australia
and with the help of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, they
have sent the money to the
girl's family for her med-
ical treatment.

On request of organisa-
tion's Patron Anju
Dewangan, the NRIs resid-
ing in Australia including

Kokila Kakkad, Ela Gupta,
Nidhi Raina, Dharini
Bhatia, Pooja Kalia,
Rupam Malhotra, Neelam
Shukla, Varsha Masand
and Kavita Singh have

given their contributions.
Gauri Yadav, Malti Yadav
and President Shanta
Sharma have thanked
them for their generous
donation.

BCMC to provide city sanitation services
in railway areas of Bhilai-Charoda 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: The issue
of city sanitation in the
Bhilai - Charoda Railway
area has been finally re-
solved. An agreement has
been signed between the
Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation and the
Railway Administration
on this issue.

According to the agree-
ment, cleanliness will now
be ensured in the railway
area through the
Municipal Corporation. It
is being considered as a
historic decision taken
under the leadership of
Mayor Nirmal Kosre.

Municipal Corporation
will now take over the re-
sponsibility of city sanita-
tion in Bhilai-Charoda

railway area. In return, a
fixed amount will be paid
annually by the Railways
to the Municipal
Corporation. In this re-
gard, a bilateral meeting
was held at the
Corporation office on
Thursday in the presence
of Mayor Nirmal Kosre
and Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Tripathi.

With the consent made
in this meeting, now the

railway areas will not re-
main untouched. Like
other wards of the
Corporation, regular
cleaning and door-to-door
garbage collection will be
done by Swachhta Mitras
and Didis in the wards of
the railway area.

Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer Uday
Kumar Bharti, Additional
Chief Medical Officer
BMY Charoda Dr BR

Kerketta, Divisional
Coordinator D Vijay
Kumar and CHI S Sarkar
were present.

In this meeting, consent
was given by the Railways
to hand over the sanitation
system of Bhilai-3,
Charoda and PP Yard
Railway Colony to the
Municipal Corporation
under the terms and condi-
tions. This includes sweep-
ing, drain cleaning and

door to door garbage collec-
tion in Railway Colony as
well as transportation to
SLRM center and proper
disposal.

Mayor Nirmal Kosre
said that the long pending
demand of residents has
been finally resolved after
15 years. This is a historic
decision of his council.
The long pending issue has
been resolved with deter-
mination and will power.

He informed that in re-
turn for cleanliness and
proper disposal of waste, a
certain amount will be re-
ceived from the Railways
as per the agreement. This
will also increase the in-
come of the Municipal
Corporation and the rail-
way areas will get proper
city sanitation services.

BSF celebrates Constitution Day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Border
Security Force on
Saturday celebrated the
anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Constitution of
India at its Frontier
Headquarters in Risali.
The officers and personnel
took an oath to abide by
the constitutional values.
IG (BSF) Indraj Singh ad-
ministered the oath and
urged everybody to abide
by the values enshrined in
the preamble to the
Constitution.

It could be recollected
here that the Constitution
of the Republic of India
was prepared on 26
November 1949.
Constitution Day is cele-
brated since 26 November
2015 to mark the 125th
birth anniversary of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar,
Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the
Constituent Assembly. The
Constituent Assembly
completed the Constitution
of India in 2 years 11
months 18 days on 26
November 1949 and dedi-

cated it to the nation. The
Constitution of India came
into force in the Republic of
India from 26 January 1950.

On Saturday, the officers,
subordinate officers and
jawans gathered under the
leadership of Indraj Singh,
Inspector General,
Frontier Headquarters,
Border Security Force
(Special Operations)
Chhattisgarh.

On the 73rd
Constitution Day, they
read the Preamble "We, the
people of India, having
solemnly resolved to con-

stitute India into a
Sovereign Socialist
Secular Democratic
Republic and to secure to
all its citizens: Justice, so-
cial, economic and politi-
cal; Liberty of thought, ex-
pression, belief, faith and
worship; Equality of sta-
tus and of opportunity;
and to promote among
them all Fraternity assur-
ing the dignity of the indi-
vidual and the unity and
integrity of the Nation; do
hereby adopt, enact and
give to ourselves this
Constitution.

Bright Saturday: Four kids
get vision after surgery

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: It was a
bright Saturday for the
four vision impaired kids
of the district as they can
now see the world like nor-
mal kids after the congeni-
tal cataract surgery. These
kids were vision impaired
from birth due to congeni-
tal cataract. These chil-
dren were living in dark-
ness and had never seen
the beauty of this world.

One of the kids is a 10-
year-old girl and due to fi-
nancial problems, the fam-
ily was unable to get her
treated. Now this complex
surgery is available at
District Hospital. On
Saturday, a team of oph-
thalmologists led by Dr
Kalpana Jeph performed
these successful surgeries.

Nodal Officer

(Blindness) Dr Sangeeta
Bhatia informed that the
children who underwent
surgeries are Tanshu (8)
son of Umesh a resident of
village Sevti, Durg;

Durgesh (6) son of
Shyamlal a resident of vil-
lage Kareli, Durg; Shrishti
(10) daughter of
Rameshwar a resident of
New Krishna Nagar,

Supela and Rajkumari (4)
daughter of Bhurwa Ram
a resident of Khursipar.
She further informed that
all the surgeries were suc-
cessful and normal vision
has been restored to all the
children. The surgery was
performed by ophthalmol-
ogist Dr Kalpana Jeph,
Anaesthesiologist Dr
Sanjay Walvendre,
Ophthalmic Assistants
Maya Lehre, Vivek Soni,
Shatrughan Sinha; Staff
Nurse Khushbu Milan, OT
Attendant Ramesh
Mahilang, Raj Daggar and
Sanjay Yadav. I/c Sisiter
Asha Bhatt, Ophthalmic
Assistant Durgawati
Sinha, Ajay Nayak, Priya
Chandrakar, Mohammad
Aijaz and Swati Didi took
care of tests and other
arrangements for the sur-
geries.
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CCET alumnus shares his journey 
of becoming Entrepreneur

Ore Handling
Plant creates new
despatch record

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2266:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Ore Handling Plant
(OHP) created its best ever per-
formance by creating an
despatch record on November
25, 2022. OHP achieved daily
despatch of more than 42,440
Tonnes of Raw Material to vari-
ous consumer shops overcoming
various challenges. This record
surpassed the previous best
record of 41,280 T achieved on
November 09, 2022. A shift
record was created during 'B'
shift on November 25, 2022 with
14,700 T despatch, surpassing
the previous record of 14,600 T
despatch on November 12, 2022.
Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) and Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) congratulated the OHP
team for achieving the bestever
despatch record in a day and
shift. All the concerned agencies
were appreciated for supporting
OHP for creating this record. 



PRESENTING CLASSICAL DANCE

Girl students presenting classical dance during annual sports meet of Holy Cross School, Kapa Raipur on Saturday.

Chhattisgarh’s NRLM women actively participate in
national launch program of ‘Nai Chetna’ campaign

Raipur, Nov 26: The
women of State’s
National Rural
Livelihood Mission
(NRLM) actively partici-
pated in the launch pro-
gram of the national cam-
paign “Nai Chetna”
against gender discrimi-
nation in New Delhi.
Chandrika Sahu of
Dhamtari lit the lamp
along with the guests in
the inauguration pro-
gram held which was
presided by  Union Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Giriraj Singh. Gayatri
Lonhare of Bastar got an
opportunity to present
vote of thanks on the
stage. On this occasion,
she also shared her expe-
riences of working for
gender equality. On the
other hand, Hulsi Dhruv
of Rani Parteva village of
Chhura development
block of Gariaband wel-

comed the guests on the
stage. In the programme,
a documentary based on
‘Gender Family Chaupal’
operated in Bastar to re-
move gender discrimina-
tion was screened.
Through NRLM’s Gender
Resource Centers, women
across the state are work-
ing against gender dis-
crimination in the family

and community. Against
gender discrimination, a
special campaign “Nai
Chetna - Initiative for
Change” is being conduct-
ed across the country
from November 25 to
December 23. Union
Ministers of State for
Rural Development,
Faggan Singh Kulaste
and Sadhvi Niranjan

Jyoti and Union Minister
of State for Panchayati
Raj, Kapil Moreshwar
Patil were also present in
its launch program or-
ganised at Dr. Ambedkar
International Center in
New Delhi. Women from
self-help groups formed
under the National Rural
Livelihood Mission, who
reached from all over the
country, also participated
in the programme.
Bastar’s Sukdai Kashyap,
Kanker’s Jayanti
Chakradhari, Bastar’s
DPM Mr. Nilesh Lakhera
and Gariaband’s DPM Mr.
Patanjali Mishra also par-
ticipated in the launch
program in New Delhi.
Through video conferenc-
ing, women from self-help
groups of the state and of-
ficers of the Chhattisgarh
State Rural Livelihood
Mission office also joined
the program from differ-
ent places.

Pension cum other dues should be paid to
retired employees on time: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 26: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey partici-
pated in the Audit Week-
2022 organized at
Principal Accountant
General’s Office Raipur on
the occasion of Audit Day.
Addressing the gathering
on the occasion, the
Governor described the
work of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India and their regional of-
fices as sensitive.
Describing the works of
the department as very
important, she said that
the economic strength and
development of the coun-
try and the states depend
on the honesty of this de-
partment. In relation to
the retired pensioners, she

said that after retirement,
the process of getting the
pension amount to all on
time should be started.
Along with this, she also
urged for 100 percent uti-
lization of the funds allo-
cated by the Central
Government for the better
development of tribal
areas. Governor Uikey
said on the occasion of the
program that through the
Office of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India and the regional of-
fices under it, various ac-
counts of the state, judges,
officers of All India
Services, Lokayuktas and

public sector undertak-
ings along with various in-
stitutions accounts are
maintained by the depart-
ment. The Governor de-
scribed their works as
very important. CAG re-
port of the Committee is
placed before the
Parliament at the Center
and the Legislative
Assemblies in the States
and on the basis of this re-
port, various committees
of the Parliament place
their suggestions on the
floor of the House. As a re-
sult, the sense of efficien-
cy, transparency and ac-
countability increases in

the administration. She
said that the purpose of
these audits is to ensure
transparency and account-
ability, while ensuring the
benefits of various
schemes and programs
run by the government,
reach the beneficiaries.
Governor said that the
condition and direction of
economic strength and de-
velopment of the state and
the country is decided on
the basis of the audit re-
port. Principal
Accountant General
(Accounts and
Entitlement) Chhattisgarh
Mr. P.C. Manjhi,
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretary Mr.
Dinesh Sharma, Principal
Accountant (Audit) Mr.
Yashwant Kumar and
other officers and employ-
ees of the Accountant
General’s Office were pres-
ent.

College of Nursing in AIIMS to Become Center of Excellence

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Nursing College at All
India Institute of
Medical Sciences will be
developed as a center of
excellence. A State-of-the-
art simulation lab is
being established in the
college to provide hands-
on training to BSc
(Nursing) students.

The college celebrated
its 9th foundation day on
Saturday. Prof. (Dr.) Nitin
M. Nagarkar, Director,
said that the college is
being developed as a cen-
ter of excellence in the
nursing program. ‘AIIMS
has designed a compre-
hensive nursing curricu-

lum replicated by other
nursing colleges in the
country. It focuses on the-
oretical as well practical
knowledge. He said that
the faculty members’
dedicated efforts resulted
in the nation’s best
healthcare professionals.

Dean (Academics)
Prof. Alok Chandra
Agrawal said that nurs-
ing students should
maintain trust, knowl-
edge, regard, and loyalty

towards patients. It is
vital to becoming a suc-
cessful professional in
life. Dean (Examinations)
Prof. Sarita Agrawal
termed nursing officers
as one of the most criti-
cal parts of treatment.

Principal Prof. Binu
Mathew informed that
the college started with
60 seats which later in-
creased to 75. There are
four seats for MSc
(Nursing). ‘Presently,

there are 251 nursing stu-
dents, and we have more
than 350 students strong
alumni base serving in
different parts of the
Country. The college has
a smart lecture theatre,
clinical labs, conference
hall, seminar hall, and
dedicated library along
with a lab with 20 com-
puters, she said.
Assistant Professor Ms.
J. Jeayareka also graced
the occasion.

Expansion of health services soon: Collector 

Raipur, Nov 26: Collector
D. Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure chaired a meeting of
the Jeevan Deep
Committee organized on
Friday at the District
Hospital, Pandri.

Important topics like ex-
pansion of health services,
availability and improve-
ment of physical resources
and provision of necessary
human resources etc. were
discussed in detail.

Discussions were held
on LED sign board on main
gate and terrace, work of
Blood Bank Component
Unit in District Hospital
Pandri, Bio Waste
Management and Disposal
Room, transfer of Water
ATM in Mother and Child
Hospital, Kalibadi, gate
construction work by re-
moving encroachment

from the main road in front
of the post mortem build-
ing, fire exit / ramp con-
struction work from opera-
tion theater in Mother and
Child Hospital building, 20
bed expansion NRC ward,
and construction of new
private ward on the second
floor and infrastructure
upgradation.

Bhure said that regular
health check-up camps
should be organized in the
health centers. Report of
the pathology test conduct-
ed on the patients in the
Hummer Lab located in the
district hospital should be

sent to the patients
through WhatsApp.
Instructions were given for
100% blocking of patients
getting treatment with
Ayushman card in health
centres.

The Collector discussed
in detail about the arrange-
ment of human resources
necessary for the expan-
sion of health services in
the district. Discussion
was held regarding the
arrangement of PGMO
(Medicine) doctor, dentist,
OT technician, path lab as-
sistant and attendant and
data entry operator etc. for
CCU Pandri.

District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Akash
Chikara, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
Civil Surgeon Dr Prakash
Kumar Gupta and other
doctors of the health de-
partment and officers of
the concerned department
were present.

Constitution Day celebrated at Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University

Raipur, Nov 26:
Constitution Day was cele-
brated today at Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. Vice-
Chancellor Dr Girish
Chandel administered the
Constitution Day oath to
the professors, employees
and students of the uni-
versity. He garlanded the
portrait of Dr BR
Ambedkar, the founder of
Indian Constitution and
remembered his contribu-
tion in the making of the
Indian Constitution.

The Preamble of the
Indian Constitution was

read out on this occasion.
Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel said on the occa-
sion that the Constitution
of India was adopted by
the Constituent Assembly
of the country on 26
November 1949 and it was
implemented on 26
January 1950. While we
have been given many
rights by the Indian

Constitution, we have also
been given various duties
and responsibilities, he
said, adding that we
should protect our rights
as well as perform our du-
ties and responsibilities
with honesty and integrity
respecting the basic spirit
of the Indian Constitution.

Winners of the Rangoli,
Poster, Speech, Essay and

Quiz competitions organ-
ized by the Agriculture
College, Raipur were also
rewarded. The ceremony
was inaugurated by Dr KL
Nandeha and Dean
Student Welfare Dr GK
Srivastava also addressed.
Program Officer of
National Service Scheme
Dr Subuhi Nishad pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

Forest dept launches bird survey in
Kanger Valley National Park

Raipur, Nov 26: The for-
est department has for
the first time launched a
comprehensive and sci-
entific survey of birds in
Chhattisgarh’s Kanger
Valley National Park,
which is home to the state
bird hill mynah’, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The three-day exercise,
involving 56 experts from
11 states of the country,
was kicked off from
Friday in Kanger Valley,
located around 300 km
away from capital Raipur
in the Maoist-hit Bastar
district.

The jungle of Kanger
Valley, flanked by hills
and covered with sal
trees, is also famous for
reverberating Tirathgarh
waterfall and Kutumsar

limestone caves.
The survey will ascer-

tain the habits and popu-
lation of birds in the na-
tional park, and thereby
help in their manage-
ment and add new dimen-
sions to bird watching
under eco-tourism, the
national park’s director
Dhammshil Ganvir said.

This is a first such sur-
vey of birds conducted in
the state in the collabora-

tion with Bird Count
India and Wildlife of
Chhattisgarh. The trail
survey methodology with
e-bird application (an on-
line database of bird ob-
servations) is being used
in the process, he said.

Experts from
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala,
West Bengal, Odisha,

Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh have been
roped in for the exercise,
the official said.

Kanger Valley, which is
famous for its natural
beauty, biodiversity and
caves, also houses birds
found in the Western
Ghats and Eastern
Himalayas, he said. One
of the prime objectives of
the exercise is to check
the count of the state
bird hill mynah, which
was earlier facing the
threat of extinction, but
now its population is re-
portedly rising, the offi-
cial said. Apart from this,
the survey will help es-
tablish key hotspots for
further studies with a sci-
entific approach, he
added.

Man booked for posting
doctored video of
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Chhattisgarh police have
registered an offence
against a man for alleged-
ly posting a doctored video
on social media of pro-
Pakistani slogans being
raised during the
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, an official said on
Saturday.

A member of the
Congress legal cell lodged
a complaint in Raipur on
Friday, following which
an FIR was registered
against a man, who hails
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, said
Satyaprakash Tiwari, the
station house officer of
Civil Lines police station

said. In his complaint, a
member of the Congress
legal cell Ankit Kumar
Mishra alleged that the
accused had on Friday
posted a doctored video
of the yatra on his
Twitter handle, in which
pro-Pakistan slogans
were raised, he said. An

offence has been regis-
tered under section 504
(intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach
of peace) and other rele-
vant provisions of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and a probe has been
launched, the official
said.
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Governor participates
in the closing ceremo-
ny of Audit Week-2022 

Nursing College at
AIIMS Celebrated the
9th Foundation Day

State-of-the-art
Simulation Lab for
Nursing Students

Jeevandeep committee
meeting in District
Hospital Pandri

Discussion held on the
arrangement of human
resources necessary
for the health services
of the district

Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel administers
the oath of following
the constitution

Placement Camp for
12th to Graduation
passed applicants

Raipur, Nov 26: With an
objective of providing em-
ployment opportunities to
the local educated unem-
ployed youth of
Chhattisgarh the District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will con-
duct Placement Camp at
District Employment
Office, Old Police
Headquarters Complex,
Raipur from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm Camp on
November 29. Sonata
Finance Pvt. Ltd., Raipur
will fill up 39 posts of HR
(MBA) and BRE (Business
Relationship Executive).
The selected candidates
will be recruited at the
salary of Rs 10 thousand
to Rs 15 thousand per
month. Applicants who
are eligible and willing to
attend the placement
camp have to be present
on the scheduled date and
venue.

Faculty members and students during the 9th Foundation Day of Nursing College at AIIMS.

Work is being done for empowering panchayats: Ashish

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  2266:: The
sarpanch, secretary review
meeting was held in the
Janpad Panchayat Berla
assembly hall and it concluded
under the chairmanship of
MLA Bemetara Ashish
Chhabra. First of all, the meet-
ing was started by garlanding
the photograph of
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.

In this meeting Ashish
Chhabra MLA Bemetara
reviewed the development
works being done in Berla
Janpad Panchayat and also
took information about the
development in his area from
the sarpanches present.
Working with transparency in
all villages, Panchayats should
work towards making them
strong and self-reliant for the
development of the village,
the government is making
plans for the development of
the village along with the

development of the villagers,
you are dedicated with all the
responsibility Work for the
development of the village,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
along with making the vil-
lagers self-reliant, work is
being done in the direction of
strengthening and empower-
ing the Panchayats in
Chhattisgarh. 

The former Prime Minister
of the country Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi took it
forward. Former PM Rajiv
Gandhi played an important
role in making the Panchayats
more empowered by bringing
in the Panchayati Raj system
and giving them many rights.
The rights of the Panchayats
never decreased. It has not
been done, all of you have to

understand your responsibili-
ty, along with the develop-
ment of the village, there
should be a dedicated spirit
towards the people living in
the village, only then our vil-
lage will be able to become
self-sufficient and empow-
ered. 

Chhabra asked to make vil-
lage ideal by using whatever
facilities are being provided by
the government, in the last
four years. Adequate funds
have been made available to
the panchayats for the devel-
opment of the village. The
facilities of road, drain, com-
munity building, Anganwadi
center building, school and
sub-health center building have
been provided, panchayats
have unlimited rights. The
funds received by them from

the government should be used
on the basis of priority for the
development of the village, he
added.

MLA  Chhabra directed the
Sarpanch secretaries that all
the public welfare schemes run
by the government should be
implemented smoothly, the
benefits of the scheme have to
reach the last person.

On this occasion, SDO
(Revenue) Berla YK Urvsha,
CEO District Panchayat Berla,
Swapnil Dhruv, Hira Devlal
Verma President District
Panchayat Berla, Rameshwar
Dewangan President BCC
Berla, Nawaz Khan V-P District
Panchayat Berla, Maujiram
Sahu MLA rep Kamal Sahu,
Mamta Sanju Verma President
Sarpanch Sangh Berla, Jeevan
Sahu, Mannu Nishad,
Ramkhilavan Pargania, Santosh
Sahu, Sandeep Sahu, Rajesh
Yadav, Mohit Sahu, Harsevak
Sinha, Birendra Pathak, Manish
Tandon, Bharti Sahu,  and a
large number of
Sarpanch/Secretaries including
Geetabai Yadav were present.

13.34 lakh MT of paddy procured in the state
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2266::  Since the incep-
tion of paddy procurement at sup-
port price in the state, about 13.34
lakh metric tonnes of paddy has
been purchased by the state gov-
ernment so far till Wednesday.
Nearly Rs 2803 crore has been
paid to 3 lakh 85 thousand 822
farmers in the lieu of paddy pur-
chase.

Meanwhile, along with paddy
procurement, the work of lifting
paddy for custom milling is also
going on at a rapid pace. About
5.73 lakh metric tonnes of paddy
has been lifted from the societies
for custom milling. An estimated
110 lakh metric tonnes of paddy

will be procured this year.
Due to the proper arrangement

of paddy procurement by the state
government, farmers are reaching
the paddy procurement centres
with great enthusiasm. The ‘Token
Tunhar Haath’ mobile app has
been developed by the state for
the convenience of farmers com-
ing to sell their paddy. Now they
do not have to wait in long queues
as they are getting tokens online
through the mobile app. Besides,
tokens are also being issued man-
ually in advance keeping in view
the convenience of farmers.

Food Secretary Topeshwar
Verma said that on November 23,

a total of 1,30,098 metric tonnes
of paddy has been procured from
38,498 farmers. Apart from this,
more than 23,666 metric tonnes of
paddy has been procured from
farmers who obtained online
tokens. About 50,283  offline
tokens and 7265 online tokens
have been issued across the state
for Thursday.

He added that the work of lift-
ing paddy for paddy is being done
simultaneously with the paddy
procurement like last year. So far,
D.O. has been issued for the lifting
of 8,46,831 metric tonnes of
paddy, in lieu of which 5 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy has been lifted

from the procurement centres.
The Food Secretary said that in

the current season, nearly 25.92
lakh farmers have been registered
in the state to sell paddy at the
state support price, including 2.23
lakh new registrations. As many
as 2568 procurement centres have
been set up for paddy procure-
ment in the state. This year, nor-
mal paddy is being purchased
from farmers at the rate of Rs
2040 per quintal and grade-A
paddy at Rs 2060 per quintal.
Strict vigil is being maintained
through check posts to prevent
illegal transportation of paddy
from border states.

Civic action program organized 
in village Fandiguda 

Konta, Nov 26: In Konta
block of Sukma district a
civic action program was
organized on Wednesday
under the aegis of
Headquarters 228
Battalion at Fandiguda vil-
lage. The function was
presided over by Asit
Kumar Choudhary,
Commandant, 228 CRPF
Battalion. Villagers of vil-
lage Fandiguda, Dhondra,
Chikalguda participated in
the civic action program.

Items used in their
daily/everyday life like
mosquito net, spade, pick-
axe, agricultural imple-
ments like spade, bucket,
spade were distributed.
Utensils used in the
kitchen of not only men
but also women villagers
such as Bhaguna frying
pan (tawa) etc. were dis-
tributed. Children also
took part in this program
with great enthusiasm.

School going boys and girls
were distributed writing
materials, notebooks, pen-
cils, school bags and sports
materials like cricket kit,
volleyball, net etc. for older
boys. Addressing the gen-
eral public on this occa-
sion, the Commandant
said that such programs
are to establish harmony,
sweetness and trust among
the personnel under gov-
ernment policies. There
should be no distance be-
tween the people and the
CRPF and the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes

should reach the common
man and the last people in
remote areas, these are the
underlying concepts of
such programs.

On this occasion,
Medical Officer of 228
Battalion CRPF and his
team had also organized a
medical camp in which
children, old and adults got
their health checked, con-
sulted and also took advan-
tage of free medicine dis-
tribution. In this program,
from time to time, Officer
Moj Kumar of 2nd
Command of 228 Battalion

CRPF told that along with
connecting people to the
mainstream, it creates a
feeling of patriotism in
their conscious and sub-
conscious mind.

As a female officer, the
second commanding offi-
cer, Mrs. Shweta empha-
sized on women’s health,
sending girls to school, ad-
mission and keeping in
mind the maternal nutri-
tion and child welfare of
pregnant women, the med-
icines and health benefits
they need.

On behalf of the
Chhattisgarh Police
Administration, Rohit
Kumar Shukla SDOP
Konta was also present, in
the end lunch was served
to all the villagers present
in the function by
Kanashiko Naggi, Subedar
Major, Inspector Satyendra
Singh and Subedar Major,
Inspector Satyendra
Singh, Assistant
Commandant of 228
Battalion. Farewell while
giving thanks.

Disneyland fair gets good response
Raipur, Nov 26: The
Disneyland Fair was inau-
gurated  by Chief Guest
Dr. Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsundar Das Ji
Maharaj at Ravanbhatha
Maidan, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bhatgaon.
Firoz Akhtar was also
present on this occasion.
The fair is getting very
good response.Visitors
have started purchasing
essential items as per their
requirement, children and
adults are enjoying the
swings. There are many
types of domestic and for-
eign swings, in which
more than one attraction
were added from time to
time. Among the many at-

tractions of the fair, there
is a ranger swing, in which
kids and adults are getting
a chance to enjoy. The di-
rector of the Disneyland
fair informed that there
are more than 150 stalls in
this fair where people can
make purchases of their
choice. Various types of
commercial stalls have
been set up here from

many states of India,
mainly: Handloom,
Sarees, Bedsheets, Wooden
Handicraft, Handicraft
Items of Bamboo, Fancy
Jewellery, toys for chil-
dren, Sofa Cover, Sofa
Cum Bed Household items
like bags, slippers are on
display here. There is a
wide variety of ladies gar-
ments. For the entertain-

ment of children and
adults, more than one
swing has been brought, in
which there is Tora-Tora
swing, which is manufac-
tured by the latest
Japanese technology and
runs on hydraulic system.
Apart from this, there is
also a children’s aero
plane, mini train, car
swing and Mickey Mouse
including break dance
swing, Columbus swing,
giant wheel, Silambo
swing and dragon swing.
Keeping in mind the taste
lovers along with shop-
ping and entertainment,
food stalls have been set up
in this fair, in which they
can enjoy delicious dishes.

Miniklub opens a new store in Raipur
Raipur, Nov 26: Miniklub
– India’s leading babywear
brand that offers a
thoughtfully crafted range
of apparel & baby care
products, open a new store
in Raipur. Located in
Labhandi, Raipur, the
newly launched stores
offer a wide range of safe
and comfy apparel and
non-apparel range for
newborns to 8-year-olds.
MiniKlub’s offerings in-
clude New Born essen-
tials, baby wear, kids fash-
ion, footwear, toys, travel,
baby care and much more
all under one roof, making
it a ideal choice for parents
in the city. Incepted in
2013, MiniKlub, from the
house of First Steps
Babywear, has emerged as
a fast-growing omni-chan-
nel brand with a presence
in over 450 plus multi-
brand outlets, leading e-re-
tailers and exclusive
brand stores - both physi-

cal and online. Having suc-
cessfully marked its pres-
ence in 26 cities with 45 ex-
clusive brand stores.
Inspired by the childhood
spirit, Miniklub takes ut-
most care while designing
the products for comfort
and safety of the babies.
Miniklub also takes pride
in following sustainable
manufacturing process

while bringing the best
quality products to the
market. The retailer today
operates 450+ multi-brand
outlets with a solid pres-
ence on e-commerce plat-
forms like Amazon,
Myntra, Flipkart and Ajio.
Miniklub also delivers
across India through their
own ecommerce platform
www.miniklub.in

Vivekanand Mahavidyalaya ‘V

Fiesta’ concludes with ‘Sur Sangam’

Raipur, Nov 26: As part
of the concluding event of
6 day long  ‘V Fiesta’ at
V i v e k a n a n d
Mahavidyalaya ‘Sur
Sangam’ was organized in
the college auditorium. At
the onset students paid
tributes to 26/11 martyrs
and thereafter partici-
pants presented songs in
their melodious voices
with Muskan Parekh as
inaugural participant.

The special jury member
Mrs Boby Mandal judged
the contestants along with
Commerce Department
Professor Dr Ashish
Dubey and Hindi
Department Professor Dr
Sushant Chakravorty. The
programme was conduct-
ed by Sahil Singh, Sapna
Yadav, Karan Sahu and
Alfia Parveen. In the com-
petition Anchal Verma B
Com-II, N Yogendra B
Com –I along with Anshu
Maharaj and Geetansh
Pratap Singh (B Com-II)
bagged first three spots.

The college along with
Agrasen College Purani
Basti is organising two
day workshop on
November 28 and 29. The
inauguration of workshop
will be at Vivekanand
Mahavidyalaya and con-
clusion at Agrasen
College

CAIT CG Chapter registered traders
in Bharat E-Mart portal

Raipur, Nov 26: Senior
National Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal and media in-
charge Sanjay Chaubey
said that CAIT CG
Chapter  registered the
traders of Millennium
Plaza  in Bharat E-Mart
portal.

CAIT CG Chapter’s
State President Mr.
Jitendra Doshi and State
General Secretary Mr.
Surinder Singh said that
CAIT CG under the leader-
ship of Chhattisgarh
Computer and Media
Dealers Association
President Mr. Deepak
Vidhani. The traders of
Millennium Plaza were

registered in Bharat E-
Mart portal by CAIT CG
Chapter. In which the first
registration was done by
Jugal Kishore of Gemini
Computer. Along with
this, 7 other traders of
Millennium Plaza got
their Bharat E-Mart regis-
tered in the portal. Mr
Doshi and Singh further
informed that ‘Bharat E-
Mart Portal’ was launched
by CAIT on  October 30,
2020 on the e-commerce
portal in which all the big
and small traders of the
country can open their
shops, which is completely
free, in this the traders
will not have to pay any
kind of commission.

In the Bharat E-Mart
portal, the current busi-
ness system from the man-
ufacturer to the end con-
sumer, which is currently
running offline, has been
electrified in the same way.
With this, where on one
hand the existing supply
chain on online will be
strengthened, on the other
hand there will be a big in-
crease in the business of
private shops of traders
across the country.

Through this portal,
now the shops of the
traders of India will re-
main open for 24 hours.
CAIT CG Chapter,
Working President  Mr.
Parmanand Jain said that

CAIT is the apex organiza-
tion of traders of the
country, with which more
than 40 thousand business
organizations are associat-
ed, through which CAIT
represents 8 crore traders
of the country. It is the
biggest supply chain in the
whole world.

CAIT CG Chapter ap-
peals to all the traders of
the state to register their
shops in the Bharat E-
Mart portal. The office
bearers of CAIT CG chap-
ter present on the occasion
were  Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Jai
Nanwani, Avneet Singh,
Vijay Patel, Deepak
Vidhani and others.

EPFO, Regional Office,
Raipur recovers Rs. 9.9 cr

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Regional P.F. Office
(EPFO), Raipur has re-
covered an amount of Rs.
9.9 crore from the estab-
lishments who were not
complying with the EPF
and MP Act, 1952. It is
pertinent to mention
here that as per the sta-
tus of November 2022,
Recovery Certificates
were issued to 1332 de-
faulter establishments of
the Chhattisgarh State
for recovery of Rs.
1706.54. Likewise, Show
Cause Notices were is-

sued to the 32 default es-
tablishments before is-
suance of Warrant of ar-
rest against them under
CP25 of the EPF Act.

The Regional P.F.
Commissioner, Abhishek
Kumar informed that the
Office is also initiating
action against the estab-
lishments for delayed re-
mittance of P.F. and allied
dues. He also informed
that as on date an
amount of Rs. 909.48 (in
lakh) has been recovered
from 132 defaulter estab-
lishments and the recov-
ery procedure against
rest establishments are
underway.

Under this recovery
campaign, an amount of
Rs. 4,35,92731 has been re-
covered from one of the

biggest establishments of
Chhattisgarh State i.e.
M/s P.M. AawasYojana,
P.F. Code number
CG/2076166 by attaching
its Bank Accounts.
Abhishek Kumar added
that in guidance and lead-
ership of Zonal Head,
Pankaj, ACC (Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh) the coer-
cive actions against the
default establishments for
recovery of dues will be
continued and also made
an appeal to all the de-
faulting establishments to
remit the outstanding
dues immediately in
order to avoid any legal
action, informs a release
issued by Dr.Sudershan
Bhaladhare, Regional P.F.
Commissioner-II.

Chief Secretary reviews
construction works of NHs

Raipur, Nov 26: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has instructed the offi-
cials to complete the dis-
tribution of compensa-
tion to the affected people,
the process of pending
land acquisition, felling of
trees, identification of as-
sets and the process of
passing their awards in
all the districts involved
in the construction work
of national highways.

Jain has given instruc-
tions to speed up the work
on national highways and
roads to be built under
the Bharat Mala project.
He  said that construction
of roads should be done
in those areas for which
the process has been com-
pleted. It has been asked
to ensure security
arrangements for road-
bridge-culverts being con-

structed in sensitive
areas. In the meeting of
the High Power
Committee on National
Highway works held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, the
National Highways
Authority of India and
the state’s approved proj-
ects and progressing
works related to National

Highways, Public Works
Department and Police
Housing Corporation in
sensitive areas.

The progress of the
roads being constructed
was reviewed. DGP Mr.
Ashok Juneja also attend-
ed the meeting. Secretary
Public Works Mr.
Siddharth Komal
Pardeshi, Secretary
Revenue Mr. N.N. Ekka,

Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal)
Mr. Vivekanand Sinha,
Secretary Energy Mr.
Ankit Anand, Collectors
of concerned districts,
Superintendents of
Police, Forest
Department officers,
National Highways and
Public Works Department
officials participated in
the meeting.
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Reviews devp 
works in Berla Janpad
Panchayat

Under the aegis of 228
CRPF Battalion

From defaulter 
establishments

State level high power
committee meeting
concludes



Police takes action against drug and cough syrup smugglers

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2266::  Under the lead-
ership of DIG and SSP Jitendra
Singh Meena, continuous action is
being taken by Bastar Police by
running a campaign against crimi-
nal elements. In this sequence, the
Bastar police has again got suc-
cess in taking action against the
smugglers who sell and collect in-
toxicating pills and medicines. It is
to be known that police station
Kotwali had received information
that illegal and banned drugs and
syrups were being smuggled by
some person in Kumharpara area.
On information, under the guid-
ance of DIG and SSP JS Meena and
under the supervision of ASP
Nivedita Paul, City SP Vikas

Kumar, a team was formed under
the leadership of DSP
(Probationary) Ashish Netam,
Inspector Dhananjay Sinha, Eman
Sahu. Team was sent towards
Kumharpara chouk for action. Two
suspicious persons were identified
by the said team in Kumharpara
Chowk and caught by siege. On in-
quiry, both of them disclosed their
names as Bhavesh Verma alias
Raja R/o Kumharpara and

Satyanarayan Soni R/o
Bhairamdev Ward. On searching
their bags, they found Malenet
syrup, 100 vials each containing
100 ml syrup total quantity 10
litres, Pivan Spas Plus capsule 224
and Alprazolam tablet 160 no's. All
these medicines come under the
category of banned and narcotic
medicines. On inquiry regarding
the possession of the said banned
medicine and syrup, no statutory

document was presented regard-
ing the possession of the said drug
and syrup. It may be noted that
among the arrested accused,
Bhavesh Verma alias Raja
Parchanpal is posted in

Government ITI as a regular gov-
ernment servant for the past sev-
eral years. Those who knew him
told that he himself is addicted to
these banned drugs. While con-
suming these drugs, Bhavesh

Verma alias Raja became a drug
smuggler. After the death of his fa-
ther, he got a compassionate ap-
pointment in Government ITI
Parchanpal. However, since the act
of the accused arrested in the case

comes under the purview of the
NDPS Act, the crime has been reg-
istered against the accused under
section 21 of the NDPS Act in the
Police Station Kotwali and has been
taken up for investigation. The

value of the confiscated property
has been estimated at Rs.17,030/-.
In the case, the accused Bhavesh
Verma alias Raja and Satyanarayan
Soni were arrested and sent to the
court on judicial remand.

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Nov 26: A District
Road Safety Committee
meeting was organized
under the chairmanship of
District Collector Sanjeev
Jha, in which the Collector
inquired about the overall
road safety scenario, ef-
forts made related to road
safety in the district, major
causes of road accidents,
accident control measures
and road safety awareness.

The Collector took infor-
mation from the officials
of the Transport
Department about the
overload, action taken on
the vehicles and the pro-
gram and plan related to
road safety and gave in-
structions in the meeting
to prevent road accidents,
use rumble strip, control
over speeding and use nec-
essary safety means and

directed to take necessary
action to remove haphaz-
ardly parked vehicles in
TP Nagar of Municipal
Corporation area.

Apart from this, the
Collector also inquired
about the health depart-
ment's condition of the
trauma center in the dis-
trict and arrangements
for quick treatment of the
injured in road accidents,
wherein he directed
CMHO Dr. SN Kesari to
ensure arrangement of
necessary surgeon, ortho-
pedician, ENT and anes-

thetic doctor in the CHC
Katghora hospital adja-
cent to the National
Highway in the district.
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh, Additional
Collector Vijendra Patle,
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Prabhakar Pandey, Joint
Collector Shiv Banerjee,
Korba SDM Seema Patre
and officers of PWD,
Transport, Health
Department and other de-
partments were promi-
nently present in the
meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Nov 26: After the
ambitious scheme of the
state government, Narva,
Garva, Ghurva, Bari,
Gouthan was constructed
in village panchayats years
ago for the purpose of keep-
ing animals safe and pro-
tected in rural areas. Now
the same Gouthan has been
linked to the Rural
Industrial Park scheme
(RIPA). Under this,
Gouthan has to be devel-
oped as Rural Industrial
Park.

Along with this, the peo-
ple of rural areas will have
to be made self-reliant and
capable by providing vari-
ous types of employment.
This will now provide em-
ployment opportunities to
rural women groups and
unemployed rural people.
For this, the government
has also made a provision

for the unemployed to get
loan from the bank at 0%
interest. Under this
scheme, every year two
gram panchayats will be se-
lected in every block of the
state and Gouthan will be
developed as an industrial

park at a cost of crores of
rupees. In the same se-
quence, funds have been ap-
proved by selecting two
gram panchayats of
Masturi block, Parsadaved
and Beltukri in Bilaspur
district. Now these con-

cerned Gram Panchayats
will be able to give a con-
crete shape to works cost-
ing crores of rupees.

In this regard, Amit
Kumar Banjare, the sec-
tional officer of Rural
Engineering Service sub-

division, said that the lay-
out work has been complet-
ed for the construction
work in Parsadaved and
Beltukari Gouthan to start
this scheme soon as per the
intention of the govern-
ment. Now the construc-
tion work has been started.

The following types of
construction work have
been selected to develop
Gouthan as an industrial
park, viz. chain link fenc-
ing and compound con-
struction; CC Road
Construction; Training
Room Construction; Shed
construction in Ripa cam-
pus; Chowkidar Room;
RCC drain construction;
Community Toilet;
Mushroom Product Unit;
Detergent Production Unit;
Paver block street construc-
tion; Bore mining and
water supply; CC Street
Construction; Fly Ash
Bricks Production Unit;

Awareness campaign on
human trafficking organized 

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 26: To raise
awareness against people
involved in crimes such as
human trafficking, vio-
lence, deception or coer-
cion, torturing people, and
forcing them to work
against their will, a team of
Red Rope Movement youths,
working in the field of
human trafficking did a
awareness cum counseling

program, regarding aware-
ness among the students of
Swami Atmanand English,
Hindi Medium School, Kota
here. During this, Block
Education Officer Mr. SK
Deep, Principal Mr. BL
Aurasa, Headmaster Mr. T.
Srinivasa Vasu, students
and teachers of class ninth
to twelfth were present.
This team also informed the
students of Kanya Uma
Shala Konta, Eklavya
Vidyalaya Konta and Pota
Cabin Konta by connecting
them with their campaign.

Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 26:
According to the order of
the Inspector General of
Police and under the direc-
tion of Superintendent of
Police Mr. Uday Kiran,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Mrs.

Archana Jha, SDOP Mr.
Ashok Vadegaonkar, DSP
Mr. I. Tirkey and Scientific
Officer of Science
Laboratory, District
Prosecution Officer, a joint
workshop was organized
for the doctors of the dis-
trict hospital and commu-
nity health center and the
in-charge of all the police
stations and the reviewers.

In the conference, infor-
mation was given by the
senior officers, mainly
about the errors in the in-
terpretation and the collec-
tion of evidence through
the scientific method and
in relation to practical
problems and diagnosis;
discussions were held in
the said workshop.

Senior scientific officer
of Science Laboratory,
Bilaspur Praveen Soni, Dr.
Sandeep Vaishnav, Senior

Scientific Officer of
Science Laboratory
Raipur, Fingerprint
Expert Vidya Johar,
Assistant Public
Prosecution Officer
Ashutosh Shriwas and
Sanjeev Rai, Government
Advocate Mr. Pankaj
Nagaich, Dr. Abhimanyu
Singh, Dr. Shanti Rai,
Zaheer Khan, B.M. O
Marwahi Mr.
Harshvardhan and many
other experts were present.

Constitution Day 
celebrated at Monnet DAV

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 26:
Monnet DAV Public
School, located at Mandir
Hasaud, Raipur has cele-
brated the Indian
Constitution Day -2022 in
its special morning as-
sembly.

Constitution Day also
known as 'Samvidhan
Divas', is celebrated in our
country on 26th November
every year to commemo-
rate the adoption of the
Constitution of India. On
26th November 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of
India adopted the

Constitution of India,
which came into effect
from 26th January 1950.

In order to instill the
ethos, principles and val-
ues of Indian Constitution
which is a life line of all
our people, a special
morning assembly was
conducted. Raj Kumar
Sharma, Principal of the
school, spoke at length
about the values of the
constitution and read the
preamble in the assembly
of 38 teachers, 6 non teach-
ing staff members and
1000 students.

An Inter-House
Extempore Competition
for the students of senior
classes was also organised
in which the students de-
livered their views on vari-
ous aspects of Indian
Constitution.

An in-house Teachers Capacity Building Training at Allons
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 26: The
first session of an in-house
training programme at
Allons Public School
Bemetara concluded on
25th November 2022 as per
the guidelines of the
Centre of Excellence,
CBSE. It started from 17th
October, 2022. Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal is nomi-
nated as the District
Training Coordinator for
imparting the trainings to
develop the capacities of
the teachers of the school
signified as the Hub of
Learning.

All of the teachers and
Principal delivered their
PowerPoint Presentations
with relia, pictures,
posters, flip charts, flash
card, audio visual aids and
timers for developing the
capacities of each other.
The Capacity-building
Programmes are the
processes of developing
and strengthening the
skills, instincts, abilities,

processes and resources
that organizations and
communities need to sur-
vive, adapt, and thrive in a
fast-changing world.

The Capacity building
activities can include lead-
ership development and
planning for future collab-
oration. At an individual
level, examples of capacity
building activities can
consist of training and
mentorships. The organi-
zational capacity building
activities tend to focus on
a broader scale. The main
objective of the capacity
building and training ac-
tivities is to create, en-
hance and develop capaci-
ties of the teachers.

The teachers of the
school are getting online
training from the Centre
Of Excellence, CBSE of
more than 25 hours dura-
tion using the CBSE
Training Portal, Diksha,
Nishtha, Parakh, PMe-
Vidya & Shiksha apps.
With the help of the online
training the teachers re-

ceived their capacity
building training. Firstly,
the resource person deliv-
ered the content of the
training. Secondly, the
teachers removed their
doubts from the resource
person.

Thirdly, the question-
naires were distributed to

the teachers for the evalu-
ation of the training.
Finally, the certificates
were given to the teachers
in the morning assembly
who obtained more than
40% marks in the ques-
tionnaires for their moti-
vation. The moderation
team had Dr. Satyajit Hota

as the head and the teach-
ers Balbir Singh, Xavier
Joseph, Akram Reza.

The topics of the in-
house training for develop-
ing the capacities of the
teachers were - Value
Education by Balbir
Singh, Dr. Anurag
Tripathi, Rakesh Yadav &

Ms. Shriya. , Promotion of
safe use of internet gadg-
ets and media by
Abhishek Mishra,
Classroom management
by K. Thakur ,Effective
communication skills /
Protection of child right
by Xavier Joseph, Art inte-
gration Learning in sci-

ence by. M. K. Chauhan,
Gender sensitivity in
schools by Akram Reza,
Bloom Taxonomy by S.
Rana, Teaching strategies
in Hindi by Mrs. P. Patle ,
Dr. J. K. kulmitra & Mrs.
Renuka Kale, Values and
responsible citizenship by
Mrs. Sushma Arora
Chopra, Adolescents
Education Program by
Abid Ali, Anger free
schools/ classes by
Sandeep Banarjee,
Gamification in learning
by Mrs. S. Thakur, Gender
equality by K.K. Mohanty
& Mrs. G. Jena, Career
guidance by Ved Prakash,
Art integration in school
by  Hariom Soni, Stress
management by Umesh
Kale, Experiential learn-
ing by Ayan Pramanik,
Nutrition, health and san-
itation by Ms. P.
Nagamani, Critical and
creative thinking by T.
Shrinivas Rao, Problems
of adolescent and its solu-
tion by Arun Kumar Pal,
Promotion of healthy

lifestyle by Rahul Solanki,
21st Century Skills by Ms.
Pratiksha Awasthi, NEP-
2020 / Critical and cre-
ative thinking by Sandeep
Kumar.

The training pro-
gramme for building the
capacities of the teachers
became very fruitful and
successful. It created an
awareness for teaching
more effectively. Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal
will impart such trainings
for the teachers of the
other schools of
Bemetara district also.

While appreciating the
teaching training pro-
gram, Kamaljit Arora, the
chairman of the school
Management and Mr.
Pushkal Arora, Director
said that today's children
are the builders of the fu-
ture generation. Such
programs should be or-
ganized from time to
time, so that the knowl-
edge of both the teachers
and the taught can grow
continuously.
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p Bhavesh Verma is in
govt job among the
arrested accused

p By GPM Police

p At SAGEMS Kota

Joint one-day workshop
organized on forensic sciences

Construction work of Gouthans in progress: Banjare
In Parsadaved and Beltukari of Masturi block

Collector chairs District Road
Safety Committee meeting

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27,  2022

‘Indian democracy came out of Vedas’
Amaravati, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Constitution Day
was celebrated here on
Saturday, where Andhra
Pradesh Governor
B i s w a b h u s a n
Harichandan noted that
several provisions of the
Indian Constitution could
be related to the harmony
of existence in Vedic liter-
ature, fundamental unity
and right to life.

The Governor and Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy paid floral tributes
to the portrait of architect
of Indian Constitution, Dr
B R Ambedkar, at a state
function held in
Vijayawada.

The Governor read out
the Preamble of the
Constitution, which the
dignitaries present repeat-
ed.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Governor noted
that it was a matter of

pride that India was the
“mother of democracy”.

“Democracy has come
out of Vedas. There is
plenty of evidence in ar-
chaeological monuments,
literary works, numismat-
ic, epigraphical and spiri-
tual scriptures, which es-
tablish that the system of
democracy evolved in
Bharat ages ago,” he said.

The principles of ‘dhar-
ma’ or natural law found
their way into the

Constitution in the form of
fundamental rights.
“Dharma as we all know
was a duty-based legal sys-
tem but the current legal
system became a rights-
based one. The human
rights and fundamental
rights are derived from
dharma, evidence of
which is available in
Rigveda,” he pointed out.

The Governor said the
concept of welfare state
also had roots in dharma.

Harichandan recalled
that an attempt was made
to attack democracy once
in 1975 when the
Emergency was imposed.
“There was darkness in
the constitutional field all
over India. Rights of citi-
zens, including freedom of
speech, were withdrawn.
The subsequent Janata
Party government made
an amendment (to the
Constitution) that it will
now be difficult to murder

democracy again,” the
Governor remarked.

Referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
stance on the Russia-
Ukraine war, the
Governor noted that India
was now playing a key role
in international politics.

“Despite several pres-
sures, the Prime Minister
took a neutral stand.
Everybody is now praising
Prime Minister Modi as he
said the era of war is over
and era of peace has
come,” Harichandan
added.

In his address, Jagan
Mohan Reddy observed
that the Constitution has
been “our social reformer’
for the past 72 years.

“It is the rule book that
teaches discipline to 140
crore people, a guide that
shows us the (right) path.
It is a philosopher, teacher
and a symbol of our sover-
eignty,” Reddy said.

‘BJP, RSS have no faith in Constitution’
Manihar (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Sangh Parivar and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
ignored or misused the
Constitution but are now in-
dulging in the “gimmick” of
celebrating Constitution Day,
senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said here on
Saturday.

Since 2015, November 26 is
observed as Constitution Day
to commemorate the adoption
of the Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly in 1949.
Earlier, the day was observed

as Law Day.
“The (Rashtriya

Swayamsevak) Sangh and
BJP have absolutely no faith

in the Constitution,” said
Ramesh amid his party’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra which was
passing through Manihar in
Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone
district.

“These people, who ignore
and misuse the Constitution,
are today involved in the gim-
mick of celebrating
Constitution Day,” said
Ramesh, Congress’s media
head. The ideology to which
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi belongs played no role in
the framing of the
Constitution, he said.

“After Independence, the
Sangh and Hindu Mahasabha
were against the Constitution
and they never accepted the
Constitution,” he claimed.

Dr B R Ambedkar, who
headed the Constituent
Assembly’s drafting commit-
tee, gave credit to the
Congress for the passage of
the constitution even though
he was not a Congress mem-
ber, Ramesh further claimed.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra would be reaching
Mhow, Ambedkar’s birth-
place, in the evening.

‘BJP led NDA will form board in MADC’
Aizawl, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Mizoram BJP unit presi-
dent Vanlalhmuaka on
Saturday claimed that the
BJP led National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) will form the board
in Mara Autonomous
District Council (MADC)
in south Mizoram’s Siaha
district.

The BJP president’s an-
nouncement came a day
after the Mizo National
Front (MNF)-Congress

coalition board in MADC
headed by H Malvin of
Congress as Chief

Executive Member (CEM)
was voted out in a no-con-
fidence motion.

Three MNF members
voted in favour of the no-
confidence motion,
Vanlalhmuaka claimed.

“We will stake claim to
form the board in Mara
council next week. We
may form a complete BJP
led board if the three MNF
members are willing to
join the party and if not
we will form the NDA led
board as MNF is also our

ally at the Centre,”
Vanlalhmuaka told a news
conference here.

He claimed that two
more MNF members will
also join the proposed
coalition board besides the
three members, who voted
in favour of the no confi-
dence motion on Friday.

“Seat or portfolio shar-
ing is being discussed be-
tween BJP and MNF mem-
bers at the MADC head-
quarters in Siaha,” he
said.

More Muslim scholars in Kerala vent 
out at football craze among youth

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov 26 (PTI): 

A day after Samastha
Kerala Jam-Iyyathul
Ulama, a prominent
Muslim body, criticised
the soccer-crazy youth
in Kerala, more Islamic
scholars have come out
against people spend-
ing time to watch foot-
ball matches and wor-
shipping the players as
idols saying it was just
“foolishness”.

Salafi preacher
Abdul Muhisin Aydeed
asked what was the
benefit for an individ-
ual and the society if a
particular team wins
the match in the ongo-
ing World Cup in Qatar.

He said the football
matches give no benefit

to the society as well as
to the families of the
individuals but still
several people are lav-
ishing praise on this
football craze among
youth.

“The valuable time of
human life is just killed
by watching this game.
Anyone, this society or
your parents are bene-
fitting out of this? Still,
people are showing en-
mity over this game
and fighting each other
on road,” the scholar
said in a function.

“What a foolishness
it is,” he asked.

The video of a por-
tion of the speech was
posted on the cleric’s
Facebook account.

Another scholar

Perode Abdurahman
Saqafi also reportedly
slammed erecting
cutouts of star players
and sought the imme-
diate intervention of
the religious leader-
ship against the foot-
ball craze among the
Muslim youths.

Nasar Faizy
Koodathayi, general
secretary of the Qutba
committee under the
Samastha Kerala Jam-
Iyyathul Ulama, on
Friday had expressed
concern over football
fans spending so much
money on the cutouts
of Argentina’s Lionel
Messi, Portugal’s
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Neymar Jr of Brazil.

He lamented that

students were losing
interest in studies due
to the games in Qatar.

“It is not right to
wave the flag of
Portugal which
colonised many coun-
tries,” the cleric said,
adding that it was not
right for Indians to re-
spect and wave the
flags of other nations.

State Education
Minister V Sivankutty
and Indian Union
Muslim League leader
M K Muneer had re-
acted against the state-
ment of Samastha
leader by saying
watching football and
becoming fans of foot-
ball legends were part
of one’s personal free-
dom.

Art exhibition explores elements
of Indian mythology, folk lore

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A new solo show by vet-
eran artist Bratin Khan
here explores the subjects
of Indian mythology, reli-
gion and folk lore in a dis-
tinct style that is inspired
by Rajasthani miniature
paintings and the Bengal
school of art.

The show, “Songs of
Amity”, is organised here
by Arushi Arts and curat-
ed by Payal Kapoor.

With nature as an inte-
gral element in his works,
Khan has reminisced his
childhood in rural Bengal
where he grew up sur-
rounded by greenery.

“Primarily the journey
began with worshipping

the nature, through many
landscape paintings. I was
born and brought up in a
village in North of Bengal.
In my early age there was
no electricity even at that
time. So I have strong
memory of dawn, twilight,
moonlit night. Absolute
greenery. I could smell the
jungle, aroma of flowers in
morning and evening,”
Khan said.

After having painted on
subjects associated with
nature for years into his
career, Khan has been fo-
cussing on the “Creator”
and paying his tribute “to
the Lord through my can-
vases”. “I love to paint the
blue God ‘Krishna’ though
he has come with human

body; he painted himself
blue, to make him sepa-
rate from the normal
human beings. So it is my
tribute to the Lord,” the
artist added. In a series of
paintings titled “Anand”,
Khan has depicted the
child form of lord
Krishna.

“Anand is a series
where I have been paint-
ing the Lord as a child;
‘Anand’ the childhood
pleasure, playfulness, has
created its own language,
own atmosphere, its own
identity. It is not an illus-
tration of religious epics.
Though it may link some
common references from
epics or Indian mytholo-
gy,” he said.

PROTEST MARCH

Samyukt Kisan Morcha members stage a protest march towards Governor House 
to submit a memorandum of farmers’ demands, in Kolkata, Saturday. 

NAGAR KIRTAN 

Sikh devotees partcipate in a ‘nagar kirtan’ ahead of martyrdom day of Guru Tegh

Bahadur, at Golden temple in Amritsar, Saturday.

BRIEF

Booked  
 Mumbai: The

Mumbai Police have
registered a case
against 17 foreign na-
tionals, including 10
women, after they
were found taking part
in a Bollywood film
shoot in suburban
Dahisar without a
work visa, an official
said on Saturday. The
case was registered
late on Friday night,
he said.

Tigress dead 
 Bhopal: A tigress was

found dead with in-
jury marks in a forest
of Madhya Pradesh’s
Raisen district, a for-
est official said on
Saturday. According to
the forest department,
the carcass of a ti-
gress, aged around five
years, was found in
Garhi forest range on
Thursday.

Dismiss
 New Delhi: A Delhi

court on Saturday dis-
missed a plea by jailed
AAP minister
Satyendar Jain seek-
ing direction to Tihar
officials to provide
him special food items
according to his reli-
gious beliefs. Special
judge Vikas Dhull dis-
missed the application
noting the jail admin-
istration’s submission
that no special facility
is provided to any pris-
oner and Jain was al-
lowed to avail all facili-
ties under law, like
other inmates.

Suspects 
 Chandigarh: The

Border Security Force
opened fire after notic-
ing suspicious move-
ment along the inter-
national border in
Punjab’s Pathankot
district, said an offi-
cial on Saturday. The
movement of two sus-
pects from Pakistan
was spotted on Friday
evening, he said,
adding that the sus-
pects were captured at
the thermal camera of
the BSF.

Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde during his visit to
Kamakhya temple in
Guwahati, Saturday.

Biswabhusan Harichandan 

Vanlalhmuaka 

Jairam Ramesh



ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE

Aymara women dressed as Christmas elves dance during the annual Christmas Parade in La Paz, Bolivia. The pa-
rade is organized by the merchants of the annual Christmas Fair, who dress as stars, elves, angels, snowflakes,
reindeers and other traditional figures associated with the holidays. 
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Kathmandu, Nov 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali
Congress-led ruling coali-
tion on Saturday main-
tained its lead in Nepal’s
parliamentary elections,
winning 77 seats out of the
150 declared so far under
the direct voting electoral
system.

In the 275-member
House of Representatives,
165 seats will be elected
through direct voting,
while the remaining 110
will be elected through a
proportional electoral sys-
tem.

A party or a coalition

needs 138 seats to win a
clear majority in the
House.

The Nepali Congress
(NC) has won 51 seats
alone under the direct vot-
ing system.

Its allies — CPN-Maoist
Centre and CPN-Unified
Socialist have won 16 and
10 seats. The Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party and
Rastriya Janamorcha
have bagged four and one
seat respectively. They all
are part of the ruling al-
liance.

The Opposition alliance
led by former premier K P
Sharma Oli-led CPN-UML
has bagged 49 seats.

Ruling Nepali Congress-led alliance

maintains lead in general elections

Islamabad, Nov 26 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
have jointly inaugurated a
corvette warship built by
Turkiye for the Pakistani
Navy under a strategic co-
operation project, a media
report said on Saturday.

Sharif, who along with
a delegation of ministers
and officials is on a two-
day visit to Turkiye at the
invitation of the Turkish
President, during the in-
auguration on Friday said
that the launch of PNS
Khyber represents the
deepening of defence co-
operation between the
two nations, the state-run
Associated Press of
Pakistan reported.

“It was high time that
Pakistan and Turkiye
transform their ties into a
strategic partnership as

the world was envious of
the relationship between
two brotherly countries,”
Sharif said during the in-
auguration of PNS
Khyber at the Istanbul
shipyard.

He said that the launch
of the ship manifested the
deep bilateral engage-

ment between the two
countries in defence coop-
eration.

PNS Khyber is third of
the four corvette ships
that has been built by
Turkiye for the Pakistani
Navy under a joint coop-
eration project.

Under the project,

Turkiye was tasked to
build four corvette war-
ships for the Pakistan
Navy— two in Istanbul
and two in Karachi.

The first corvette war-
ship for the Pakistan
Navy known as PNS
Babar was launched in
Istanbul in August 2021
while the foundation
stone for the second ship
PNS Badr was laid in
Karachi in May 2022, an-
other report on the inau-
guration ceremony by the
Dawn newspaper said.

The warships have been
built by ASFAT inc, a
Turkish state-owned de-
fence contractor firm.

Sharif during the inau-
guration informed that
the fourth warship would
be delivered in February
2025.

Sharif on the occasion
called for the need to en-
hance trade between
Pakistan and Turkiye.

Pak PM Sharif, Turkiye Prez Erdogan jointly
inaugurate new warship for Pakistani Navy

Beijing, Nov 26 (PTI):

China held a meeting
this week with 19 coun-
tries from the Indian
Ocean region in which
India was conspicuously
absent. The China
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development Cooperation
Agency (CIDCA), an or-
ganisation connected with
the Chinese Foreign
Ministry held a meeting of
the China-Indian Ocean
Region Forum on
Development Cooperation
on November 21, in which
19 countries took part, ac-
cording to a press release
issued by the organisa-
tion.

The meeting was held in
a hybrid manner under
the theme of “Shared
Development: Theory and
Practice from the
Perspective of the Blue
Economy” in Kunming,
Yunnan Province, it said.

Representatives of 19
countries, including
Indonesia, Pakistan,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Maldives,

Nepal, Afghanistan, Iran,
Oman, South Africa,
Kenya, Mozambique,
Tanzania, Seychelles,
Madagascar, Mauritius,
Djibouti, Australia and
representatives of 3 inter-
national organisations
were present, it said. India
was reportedly not invit-
ed, according to informed
sources here. Last year,
China held a meeting with
some South Asian coun-
tries on COVID-19 vaccine
cooperation without the
participation of India.
CIDCA is headed by Luo
Zhaohui, the former Vice
Foreign Minister and
Ambassador to India.
According to the official
website of the organisa-
tion, he is the Secretary of
the CPC (the ruling
Communist Party of
China) Leadership Group
of CIDCA.

CIDCA’s official website
said the aims of the organ-
isation is to formulate
strategic guidelines, plans
and policies for foreign
aid, coordinate and offer
advice on major foreign

aid issues, advance the
country’s reforms in mat-
ters involving foreign aid,
and identify major pro-
grammes, supervise and
evaluate their implemen-
tation.

During his tour of Sri
Lanka in January this
year, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi pro-
posed to establish a
“forum on the develop-
ment of Indian Ocean
Island Countries.”

When asked whether
the CIDCA meeting is the
same that is proposed by
Wang, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry here has
clarified to the media that
the November 21 meeting
was not part of it.

At the November 21
meeting, China has pro-
posed to establish a ma-
rine disaster prevention
and mitigation
cooperation mechanism
between China and coun-
tries in the Indian Ocean
region, the CIDCA press
release said. China is
ready to provide neces-
sary financial, material,

and technical support to
countries in need, it said.

China is vying for influ-
ence in the strategic
Indian Ocean region with
substantial investments
in ports and infrastruc-
ture investments in sever-
al countries, including
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
While China has estab-
lished a full-fledged naval
base in Djibouti, its first
outside the country,
Beijing has acquired the
Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka on a 99-year lease
besides building the port
at Pakistan’s Gwadar in
the Arabian Sea opposite
India’s western coast be-
sides infrastructure in-
vestments in the
Maldives. The Chinese
forum apparently is
aimed at countering
India’s strong influence in
the Indian Ocean region
where India-backed or-
ganisations like the
Indian Ocean Rim
Association, (IORA),
which has a membership
of 23 countries have taken
strong roots.

China holds its first meeting with 19 countries
in Indian Ocean region without India

Mediation ecosystem in India 

There is no alternative to medita-
tion as Alternative Dispute
Redressal (ADR). Arbitration has
also not proved to be successful in
India.  Mediation has huge
prospects of success in India. 

What is needed is a strong will,
good intention, robust infrastruc-
ture, adequate mediation centres,
ample, trained and qualified profes-
sionals of full time mediators, effec-
tive Court annexed mediation cen-
tres, highly credible mediation serv-
ice providers and more than ade-
quate funds and continuous govern-
ment engagement. There is a need
to have a separate department of
ADR, a separate ministry which
should solely look after successful
implementation and regulation of
mediation. The time has come to
shun the adversarial system of jus-
tice and adopt amicable resolution
of disputes with the help of capable
mediators. While pre-litigation me-
diation being made compulsory in
commercial disputes is a welcome
idea, the success will depend upon
the choice of the mediator who will
play the most important role. The
negotiating skills of the person to

act as mediator and having knowl-
edge of the nature of disputes is the
key to its success.

How mediation can prove to
be effective exercise specially

in commercial space
In disputes, particularly in the

commercial space, parties are gen-
erally willing to resolve their differ-
ences through an amicable resolu-
tion process. They are not only will-
ing, perhaps, they feel more com-
pelled to take recourse to a media-
tion like process, given the current
system of justice which is rife with
long delays, unfairly costly litigation
and several other ill reputations of
the judicial system. Arbitration in
India is no better.

Skill of successful mediators lay-
ing emphasis on the growing need of
mediation the question which arises
is that what should be the skill set
which a mediator must possess in
order to achieve its end since the
success of mediation depends large-
ly upon the ability and skills of nego-
tiation, persuasion and perseverance
of the mediator to bring the parties
to a point of narrowing their differ-
ences and amicably settling them. 

It requires not only the knowl-
edge of the mediator about the nu-
ances of the differences, his ability
to perceive the psychological, emo-
tional, factual -legal and practical
aspects but the ability to convince
the parties of a fair and logical out-
come of the dispute. This requires,
in the first place, utmost trust of the
parties on the mediator which will
come from the stature and stand-
ing, knowledge and skills of the ne-
gotiator - the referee. 

Rather than imposing or limiting
the choice of mediator, the parties
should be left free, as far as possi-
ble, in the first instance to choose
their own mediator of mutual confi-
dence. Only when they cannot, the
role of a third authority should step
in. Experience guides us that some-
times, a word of wisdom coming
from a person of respect and au-
thority, is taken as a command by
the parties in difference. 

The mediator is only a facilitator,
neither an adjudicator nor an ar-
biter. There is no specific academic
qualification for a mediator. One
needs a person with a good repute
and integrity with a sense of fair-
ness and above all, a passion for
conflict resolution. He may be a pro-
fessional, like lawyer, retired judicial
officer, engineer, company secre-
tary, chartered accountant, etc. 

He may also be a retired teacher,
clinical psychologist, banker or a
housewife. He can start a new pro-
fession as a Mediator and start pro-
fessional practice from the comfort
of the office or home. What is of ut-
most importance is that the media-
tor must be a good counselor and
listener. And the mediator should
not be prohibitively expensive. A
culture of pro bono mediation as
service to the society needs to be
developed. 

Certified mediators in India?
In order to be formally trained as

a mediator in India, an individual
must undergo a 40-hours' training
programme and conduct 20 media-
tion sessions under the Mediation
and Conciliation Project Committee.
But this does not seem to be
enough. Trainers themselves will re-
quire intensive training. 

The growing need for a formal
mediation mechanism led to the in-
troduction of the Mediation Bill. The
upcoming law is a welcome step.
The Mediation Bill 2021 is pending
in the parliament. The parliamen-
tary panel has submitted its report.
It recommends ironing out of creas-
es in some provisions. By and large,
the model is good. But my concern
is about the availability of mediation
centres with proper infrastructure
and more concerning is the avail-
ability of the capable mediators in

adequate number. 
How to incentivise the parties in

dispute to honestly and sincerely at-
tempt mediation? These are the
areas where the Bill is silent. It can-
not remain indifferent. The
Mediation Council is more likely to
become a White elephant as is the
usual experience; overburdened
and under staffed. Its functioning
can tend to be very subjective and
opaque. One single body as regula-
tor for a country of 130 billion is of
questionable efficacy. It cannot
manage the demands of the media-
tion as a system.

Also, there is no minimum qualifi-
cation for mediations prescribed in
the Bill. It adopts an ad hoc system.
A few hours of training courses can-
not produce good mediators. We
need full time, honest and commit-
ted professionals who are rigorously
trained. Making pre litigation
Mediation (perhaps the most con-
troversial provision) compulsory is a
good idea but lacks support of infra-
structure and may result in block-
age of access to justice. Mediation
can be successful only when it is
voluntary and not imposed.  

Need to be more inclusive
rather than exclusive

Rather than excluding disputes
whole hog from mediation declaring
them unfit and thereby, vastly de-
bating the very purpose and intent
of reconciliatory process, different
legal schemes with different proce-
dures and safeguards can be
framed suited to settlement of
specified categories of disputes.
Rival interests of private parties and
public interest and public policy can
be balanced. Any restrictive model
of Mediation Law is unlikely to serve
the purpose. In disputes between
the private party and the
Government, there are disputes
which are both reconciliatory and
adjudicatory in nature. The
Government should not keep itself
away from mediation.

IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  tthhee  ddeessiirreedd
rreessuullttss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aarree  tthhee  wwaayyss  ttoo
eennssuurree  ssuucccceessss  ooff  MMeeddiiaattiioonn
pprroocceessss  ffoorr  aammiiccaabbllee  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ooff
ddiissppuutteess  --

CCoosstt  EEffffeeccttiivveenneessss,,  SSttrriicctt  TTiimmee
LLiinnee,,  GGoooodd  MMeeddiiaattoorrss,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt
SSuuppppoorrtt,,  MMiinniimmuumm  CCoouurrtt
IInntteerrvveennttiioonn,,  MMaaxxiimmuumm
EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt,,  AAccttiivvee  SSuuppppoorrtt  RRoollee
ooff  BBaarr..

Each of these points does not de-
tract from the idea of mediation,
much less as the goal; rather it un-
derscores the imperative need and
importance of mediation; the only
way to minimize the horrific mis-
eries of undergoing a costly, dilatory
and in dignified litigation ordeal.
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New Pak army chief
The post of army chief

is considered to be the
most powerful office in a
country that has seen mul-
tiple coups, and where the
military influences the
government and policy
even when not formally in
power. Political analysts
are sceptical of the army’s
promises that it will no
longer interfere in politics.
But the weakness of
Pakistan’s institutions
leaves an opening for the
army to assert itself.
Pakistan’s history shows
that even after the army
faces political setbacks, it
is able to bounce back as a
result of bitter divisions
among political parties, es-
pecially as there are always
politicians looking for mili-
tary support to achieve
their political objectives.
There has been extraordi-
nary interest in the ap-
pointment of Bajwa’s suc-
cessor as many believe
ousted Imran Khan’s long
march is linked to the
change of army chief.

Sanjay Chopra, by mail

Imran vs army
Munir’s stint begins at a

time when Pakistan is fac-
ing a precarious economic
scenario. Though not much
is known about his foreign
policy views, he is consid-
ered close to the outgoing
chief Bajwa. Hopefully, he
would continue with re-
pairing the frosty ties with
the US and ceasefire with
India. But his immediate
challenge would be to re-
store public trust in the
army. It has never hap-
pened in the last three
decades that a political
leader has directly taken
on the army. Imran Khan is
threatening to unleash an-
archy by taking on the mili-
tary establishment. And
there is no love lost be-
tween Khan and Munir.
But it looks like checkmate
to Khan by the army. Our
security establishment,
meanwhile, needs to be on
its toes.

Bal Govind, Noida

Unfortunate Indonesia 
It seems Indonesia is the

most piteous and imprecat-
ed country in the world as
the island-nation is often
prone to natural disasters.
The latest earthquake in its
main island of Java, that
killed more than 250 people
and left over 300 injured, is
yet another story of the cat-
aclysm and adds to
Indonesia's unlucky histo-
ry of earthquakes. The cur-
rent earthquake com-
pounds the painful memo-
ry of the nation's quakes in
February this year in
Sumatra and in West
Sulawesi in 2021 that con-
sumed a lot of human lives.
The Southeast Asian coun-
try suffers so much be-
cause of its position on a
large grid of tectonic
plates, on which all the
countries and seas sit.
Located on the Pacific Ring
of Fire, Indonesia has to
cope with the constant risk
of volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, floods and
tsunamis. While the magni-
tude of an earthquake that
lasts a few seconds can be
measured, the volume of
catastrophe it leaves be-
hind is immeasurable and
beyond time. Perhaps, no
country can feel this vi-
cious pain more severely
than Indonesia.
Ranganathan Sivakumar,

by mail
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RAVINDRA SHRIVASTAV

University students take part in the clay art competition during the youth festival 'Sonzal-2022', at Kashmir University
Campus, in Srinagar, Saturday.

SONZAL FESTIVAL

T he Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
on Saturday conducted its last PSLV mission of

the year. The esteemed space organization launched
Earth Observation Satellite - 06 (EOS-06) and eight
nanosatellites on 26 November. The eight nanosatel-
lites include ISRO Nano Satellite-2 for Bhutan (INS-
2B), Anand, Astrocast (four satellites), and two
Thybolt satellites. The upcoming flight comes close on
the heels of the launch of Vikram-S (a sub-orbital
launch vehicle from Hyderabad-based Skyroot
Aerospace), the first rocket built by a private company
in India, on November 18. According to the space
agency, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C54)
launched the satellites at 11.56 am from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. The EOS-6 is a
third-generation satellite in the Oceansat series of
satellites. This is to provide continuity services for
Oceansat-2 spacecraft with enhanced payload specifi-
cations as well as application areas. The payloads are
Ocean Colour Monitor (OCM-3), Sea Surface
Temperature Monitor and Ku-Band Scatterometer
(SCAT-3), and 'ARGOS' Mission. Satellite Anand is
manufactured by Bengaluru-headquartered space
tech startup Pixxel. It took more than two years for the
company to make its third hyperspectral satellite.
'Anand' satellite is a technology demonstrator to
demonstrate the capabilities and commercial applica-
tions of miniaturised earth-observation camera for
earth observation using a microsatellite in Low Earth
Orbit. INS-2B (BhutanSat) will have two payloads --
NanoMx and APRS-Digipeater. NanoMx is a multi-
spectral optical imaging payload developed by Space
Applications Centre. APRS-Digipeater payload is
jointly developed by the Department of Information
Technology and Telecom, Bhutan, and the U R Rao
Satellite Centre, Bengaluru. The Thybolt spacecraft
includes a communication payload to enable rapid
technology demonstration and constellation develop-
ment for multiple users. It also demonstrates Store-
and-Forward functionality for authorised users in the
amateur frequency band. ISRO said that "The satel-
lites shall be deployed by using Dhruva Space Orbital
Deployer to perform the specific mission operations
for a minimum lifetime of one year".

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

27th November is celebrated as Indian Organ
Donation Day to commemorate the contri-

butions made to society by deceased donors and their
families. The main objective is to raise awareness
about the importance of organ donation and encour-
age people to take a pledge for the same.This day
strives to encourage people to donate their healthy or-
gans after death in order to save more lives. The first-
ever organ donation was done in 1954 when Ronald Lee
Herrick donated a kidney to his identical twin brother.
Doctor Joseph Murray conducted the procedure for
which he has also won the Nobel Prize in Physiology
or Medicine in 1990 for advances in organ transplanta-
tion. Donating organs like the kidneys, heart, pan-
creas, eyes, lungs, etc can help save the lives of those
who are suffering from chronic illnesses. Numerous
people lose their lives due to the unavailability of
healthy organs that could save them. This day aims to
help people realise that volunteering to donate their
organs after death can be life-changing for many.The
term organ donation means donating one’s organs
that are in healthy condition after a person dies.
Organs including kidneys, heart, pancreas, eyes,
lungs, and liver can be donated to save people who are
suffering from any chronic illnesses.By observing
World Organ Donation Day, people around the world
will realise that volunteering to donate their organs
after death can be life-changing for many who are pa-
tiently waiting. The day also focuses on sensitising and
motivating people towards assuring them to donate or-
gans and save more lives.Organ transplantation is
nothing less than a miracle of the twentieth century,
which has improved lives of hundreds of thousands of
patients worldwide. An organ donor could save up to 8
lives and enhance the lives of more than 100 people
through tissue donation.Organ donation is a social act
and it’s considered to be an honor. Organ donation can
happen from a brain-dead owner or a living donor. One
person can save up to eight lives from chronic illness
by pledging to donate their heart, kidney, pancreas,
lungs, liver, intestines, hands, face, tissues, bone mar-
row, and stem cells.Donating one's organs is giving
someone a new life, anyone can volunteer to be an
organ donor irrespective of their age, caste, and reli-
gion.Nearly 5 lakh people die in India every year for
want of organs, while 2 lakh people die of liver dis-
ease, 50,000 of heart diseases. Of the 1.5 lakh people
awaiting kidney transplant, only 5,000 get one. The
emergence and spread of Covid-19 has brought great
challenges to the healthcare system. While the country
has lost hundreds of thousands to the illness, the effect
on those suffering from non-Covid illnesses has been
equally profound.The gift of an organ is like a gift of
life. But, organ donation is not widely known or under-
stood yet. Thus, people may feel that only the heart or
liver, or kidneys can be donated. But, organ donation is
much more than that.There is no age limit for this act
of gifting life to the one in need. Organ donation has
no age criteria. There are two systems for organ dona-
tion practiced worldwide, the family consent system
and the presumed consent system. Organ donation
from deceased donors is slowly gaining momentum in
India. Organ donation is a helpful act by the donor
that can help in saving a life of a person and also could
help in improving the quality of life for many individ-
uals. Organ transplantation is one of the greatest
achievements that modern science has been able 
to accomplish.

Donate life – Donate organ

The growing need for Mediation 

ISRO’s another 
successful mission

The judicial system in India is on the
verge of collapse; reasons, some are evi-
dent to the public eye and some are hid-
den and some are so glaring but people
are refusing to see. Courts are unable
to cope up with the cases. Huge popula-
tion, skewed judge population ratio,
lack of infrastructure, shortcomings
and delays in appointment of judges,
compromise in merit and lack of sensi-
tivity on the part of the Bar, are some
of the well-known problems. Thus, me-
diation is the need of the hour; it
should be the order of the day and the
norm of complete disposition towards
administration of justice.

A pproximately one in
eight older adults devel-

oped depression for the first
time during the pandemic, ac-
cording to a study conducted in
Canada. For those who had ex-
perienced depression in the
past, the numbers were even
worse, the study said. By the
autumn of 2020 almost half (45
per cent) of this group of 20,000
older adults reported being de-
pressed.

The researchers from
University of Toronto analysed
responses from the Canadian
Longitudinal Study on Aging,
which collected data from par-
ticipants for an average of
seven years, the study said.
"The high rate of first-onset de-
pression in 2020 highlights the
substantial mental health toll
that the pandemic caused in a
formerly mentally healthy
group of older adults," said
first author Andie MacNeil,

University of Toronto. While
the surge in prevalence of de-
pression among older adults
during the pandemic is well
known, few studies prior to this
have identified the percentage
of people who experienced it
for the first time or the percent-
age of people with a history of
the disorder who experienced a
relapse, the study published in
the International Journal of
Environmental Research and
Public Health said. "The devas-

tation of the pandemic which
upended so many aspects of
daily life hit those with a histo-
ry of depression particularly
hard," said co-author Sapriya
Birk. "Health professionals
need to be vigilant in screening
their patients who had mental
health problems at an earlier
time in their life," said Birk.
The researchers identified sev-
eral factors that were associat-
ed with depression among
older adults during the pan-

demic, including inadequate
income and savings, loneliness,
chronic pain, trouble accessing
healthcare, a history of adverse
childhood experiences, and
family conflict, the study said.
Older adults who, prior to the
pandemic perceived their in-
come to be inadequate for satis-
fying their basic needs, and
those who had fewer savings
were more likely to develop de-
pression during the pandemic,
the study said.

One in eight older adults developed depression for the first time
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Economic package

Chandigarh: Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar demanded
that the Centre give a
special economic
package to Haryana as
14 districts of the state
fall in the National
Capital Region and lot
of resources have to
be spent on construc-
tion and maintenance
of infrastructure in
these areas. During a
pre-budget meeting of
state finance minis-
ters with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
in New Delhi, Khattar
said that Haryana's
area of 25,327 square
kilometres and popu-
lation of 164.3 lakh
comes under NCR.

GST Council 
New Delhi: The 48th
meeting of the GST
Council, chaired by
Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, will be
held on December 17.
"The 48th Meeting of
the GST Council will
be held on 17th
December, 2022 by
video conference," the
GST Council said in a
tweet. The meeting
would discuss two re-
ports of a panel of
state finance minis-
ters on levy of GST on
casinos, online gam-
ing and horse racing
and the other on set-
ting up of GST
Appellate Tribunal.
Besides, a report of
the officers' panel on
decriminalisation of
certain provisions of
the GST law too is
likely to be taken up
for discussion.

Submits 
memorandum 

Chandigarh: Several
farmer leaders of
Punjab on Saturday
submitted a memo-
randum to Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit, seeking im-
plementation of their
various demands in-
cluding legally guar-
anteed minimum sup-
port price and with-
drawal of the
Electricity
Amendment Bill. On
the call of Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM),
representatives of 33
farmer bodies in the
state also took out a
march to mark the
second anniversary of
their agitation against
the now-repealed
three farm laws.

Fiscal powers
New Delhi: Kerala
Finance Minister KN
Balagopal urged the
Centre to provide
more fiscal powers to
the states as well as in-
crease the shareable
proportion of the GST
collections. Besides,
he asked the central
government to expe-
dite approval for the
semi-high-speed rail-
way line or the
Silverline project
from
Thiruvananthapuram
to Kasargod. The proj-
ect is mired in contro-
versies. The demands
were raised during the
pre-Budget consulta-
tions with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

India is capable of gener-
ating a 9 per cent growth
rate but in view of the
geopolitical situation, we
should be satisfied with a
6.5-7 per cent economic ex-
pansion, says Sanjiv
Sanyal, member of the
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister.

India is following an "in-
vestment and export-driv-
en growth model" and
against the backdrop of
"turbulent" global times,
the RBI and the govern-
ment have followed a re-
strained macro-economic
approach, which is a cor-
rect step. "It is a very turbu-
lent time and we are gener-
ating a 7 per cent growth
rate already. Nothing to
sniff at. But if we get an
open road, this economic
machinery that we have
built is capable of generat-

ing a 9 per cent growth
rate," Sanyal said at the
Times Now Summit 2022.
The global economy is fac-
ing supply chain disrup-
tions following the out-
break of the Russia-
Ukraine war in February.
In its World Economic
Outlook released last
month, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) fore-
cast global growth to slow
from 6 per cent in 2021 to
3.2 per cent in 2022 and 2.7
per cent in 2023. A Finance
Ministry report has said
that India is well placed to
grow at a "moderately

brisk rate" in the coming
years on the back of
macroeconomic stability,
despite global monetary
tightening. Sanyal said,
"This is not the time to try
and overextend ourselves.
Any growth rate between
6.5-7 per cent growth rate is
not to be sniffed at. Even in
the best of times. So let us
be satisfied for now. But the
time has come when we
will be able to press the ac-
celerator and I'm assuring
you that the Indian supply
side is ready for the big
time".

He said India is getting
inserted into the global
supply chain. "With the
problems happening in the
Foxconn factory in China,
the only other place where
Apple has a sizeable capac-
ity is in India. There is an
opportunity for us to insert
in the global supply chain
and we are already doing
this," Sanyal added.

India capable of generating
9 pc growth: Sanyal Mumbai, Nov 26:  

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
will bring electric vehicles
in India in future, but at
the moment it is focussing
on hybrid vehicles keep-
ing in mind the objective
of meeting holistic carbon
reduction, company Vice
Chairman Vikram
Kirloskar said. The com-
pany, which on Friday un-
veiled Innova Hycross --
the new hybrid version of
its popular multi-purpose
vehicle Innova -- also ex-
pects full capacity utilisa-
tion at its two manufactur-
ing units in Bengaluru by
the middle of next year. "I
think the country's objec-
tive is to reduce carbon
(emission). You have to
look at it holistically and
(on a) scientific basis and
that's what we are doing,"
he told PTI here, when
asked about Toyota
Kirloskar Motor's strategy
of focussing on hybrids at
a time when electric vehi-

cles (EVs) have started
gaining traction in India.
Kirloskar argued that con-
sidering the current low
level of renewable energy
sources in India, EVs do
not necessarily serve the
purpose of reducing car-
bon emissions. He cited a
recent study done by the
Nature magazine which

measured the end-to-end
emission on the basis of
the source of power in
India and said, "The only
place where as per that
(study) the electric car has
lower carbon emission
than a pure ICE (internal
combustion engine) is in
the North East where it's
hydropower. Nowhere else

does it reduce carbon."
Asked if it meant Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
will not bring EVs to India
in the near future, he said,
"If it reduces the carbon
content, if the renewable
electricity in India starts
getting at least more than
50-60 per cent and certain-
ly it will be all electric...we
may bring earlier also." As
per government data, total
fossil fuel accounts for 57.9
per cent of India's in-
stalled power generation
capacity and non-fossil
fuel at 42.1 per cent as on
September 30, 2022. On
whether Toyota has start-
ed working on the full
electrics for the Indian
market, Kirloskar said,
"You'll see soon whenever
we have a car." Kirloskar
said TKM is "focusing a lot
on sustainability" and like
the company's newly
launched Urban Cruiser
Hyryder, the Innova
Hycross is also "going to
be a very green car".

Toyota Kirloskar Motor focussing on
hybrid vehicles: Vikram Kirloskar

(L-R) Masakazu Yoshimura, MD & CEO, Toyota Kirloskar Motor,
Hideki Mizuma, Chief Engineer, Innova, Vikram S. Kirloskar Vice
Chairman, Toyota Kirloskar Motor and Tadashi Asazuma,
Executive Vice President, Sales & Customer Services during the
launch of new Toyota, Innova Hycross, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

The government ex-
pects "good" production of
agriculture crops in the
ongoing rabi (winter-
sown) season on the back
of higher sowing area and
favourable soil moisture
condition, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said on Saturday.
Tomar held a meeting
with senior officials of
the ministry to take stock
of the rabi crops position,
according to an official
statement. He highlighted
that sowing area in rabi
season is up 24.13 lakh
hectares so far as com-
pared with the year-ago
period. Tomar expressed
satisfaction that area cov-
erage reported under
wheat is 152.88 lakh
hectares so far as com-

pared to 138.35 lakh
hectares in the correspon-
ding period of last year
"For wheat, there is an in-
crease in area coverage by
14.53 lakh hectares over
last year and this has
been the highest ever
since last four years," the
statement said.

As on November 25,
total area sown under rabi
crops reported was 358.59
lakh hectares (which is 57
per cent of the normal

rabi area) as compared to
334.46 lakh hectares of the
corresponding period of
last year. Thus, rabi area
coverage has increased by
24.13 lakh hectares over
last year. "Tomar hoped
that with favourable soil
moisture condition, better
live water storage position
and comfortable availabil-
ity of fertilisers across the
country, rabi crops area
coverage is expected to ac-
celerate further in the
coming days and a good
rabi harvest can be expect-
ed," the statement said.
Sowing of wheat, the
main rabi crop, begins in
October and harvesting
starts in March-April.
Besides wheat, gram and
mustard are other major
crops grown during the
rabi season of the 2022-23
crop year (July-June).

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

The country's largest
two-wheeler maker Hero
MotoCorp on Friday said
it will increase the prices
of its motorcycles and
scooters by up to Rs 1,500,
with effect from December
1. The price will increase
up to Rs 1,500, and the
exact quantum of the hike
will vary by specific mod-
els and markets, the com-
pany said in a statement.

"The upward revision of
the prices of our motorcy-
cles and scooters has been
necessitated due to overall
inflationary costs," Hero
MotoCorp Chief Financial
Officer Niranjan Gupta
said. The company will
continue to provide inno-
vative financing solutions
in order to cushion the im-
pact on the customers, he
added.

"We have also put in
place accelerated savings
programmes, which will
help us to offset any fur-
ther cost impact, and drive
improvement in margins,"
the two-wheeler major
said. Moving forward, the
economic indicators are
favourable to a growth in
demand, and the company
expects industry volumes
to pick up in coming quar-
ters, it added.

Hero MotoCorp to hike prices
by up to Rs 1,500 from Dec 1

Govt expects good crop production
in rabi season: Tomar

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), which markets
milk under the Amul
brand, has no plans to in-
crease prices of milk in the
near future, its MD R S
Sodhi said. GCMMF mainly
sells milk in Gujarat, Delhi-
NCR, West Bengal and
Mumbai markets.

The cooperative sells
more than 150 lakh litres of
milk per day, out of which
Delhi-NCR accounts for
nearly 40 lakh litres. Earlier
this week, Mother Dairy
hiked prices of full-cream
milk by Re 1 per litre and
token milk by Rs 2 per litre
in the Delhi-NCR market,
citing rise in input cost.
Asked whether GCMMF
has any plans to increase
milk prices following
Mother Dairy's rate hike,

Sodhi said: "There are no
plans in near future." He
further said input costs
have not gone up much
since the last retail price in-
crease by GCMMF in
October.

In mid-October, GCMMF
raised the prices of Amul
Gold (full-cream) and buffa-
lo milk by Rs 2 per litre
each across all markets ex-
cept for poll-bound Gujarat,
where assembly elections
will be held in early
December. Amul Gold price
was increased from Rs 61 to
Rs 63 per litre. Buffalo milk
price was raised from Rs 63
to Rs 65 per litre. GCMMF
has hiked milk prices
thrice this year, while
Mother Dairy has done it
four times. Mother Dairy is
one of the leading milk sup-
pliers in Delhi-NCR with
volumes of more than 30
lakh litres per day.

No plans to increase Amul milk
prices in near future: Sodhi

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

State finance ministers
in their pre-budget consul-
tation have stepped up
their demand for more
funds, greater say in im-
plementing centrally-
sponsored schemes and an
increase in payments for
royalty on minerals. These
issues were raised by the
states at a meeting called
by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to elicit their
views on the 2023-24
Budget to be presented on
February 1.

Tamil Nadu Finance
Minister P Thiaga Rajan
said that states, cutting
across party lines, said
that centrally sponsored
schemes are constraining

states' fiscal autonomy
since in some schemes
states end up contributing
large amount which is
more than the Centre's

contribution. "All states,
irrespective of political
party, expressed common
theme states fiscal autono-
my is greatly constrained

by the extent of centrally
sponsored scheme, by the
extent of changing ratios
of funding of such
schemes," Thiaga Rajan
told reporters.

States demanded that
they should be given
greater flexibility in im-
plementing CSS. CSS are
implemented through a
joint contribution of the
Union Government and
State Government Bihar
Finance Minister Vijay
Kumar Choudhary said
centrally sponsored
schemes should be limit-
ed as the burden on states
for such schemes is in-
creasing. The centre
should implement only
Central sector schemes if
they want to help states,
he said.

States demand more funds in pre-Budget
meeting with Sitharaman

Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
being presented a memento during the 'Start-up Inclusion
Summit: Inclusive Growth in the Start-up Ecosystem', a national
level summit to promote Start-ups, in Bengaluru, Saturday.

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

Domestic passenger ve-
hicle sales are expected to
rise over 30-per cent year-
on-year in November, driv-
en by large order book and
higher vehicle production
while the commercial vehi-
cle segment sales volume
could grow in double digits
during the month, a report
said. Tractors volumes,
however, are likely to re-
main muted on inventory
destocking with dealers,
brokerage firm Emkay
Global Financial Services
said in a report. It also said
that vehicle discounts have
reduced on a sequential
basis and remain signifi-
cantly lower than the ele-
vated levels seen in the
past. Automobile makers
in the country are set to

publish vehicle sales data
for November on
December 1.

The PV segment is likely
to record higher volumes
on account of the large
order book while the CV
and two-wheelers are like-
ly to maintain their posi-
tive growth momentum in
November, Emkay Global
said. Projecting over 30 per
cent growth for the passen-
ger vehicle segment in the

current month over the
same month last year, the
brokerage firm the domes-
tic volumes are estimated
to grow by 64 per cent Y-o-Y
for Mahindra & Mahindra
Ltd and 51 per cent for Tata
Motors. Market leader
Maruti Suzuki is expected
to log 18 per cent growth in
passenger vehicle sales in
November over the corre-
sponding month of 2021, as
per the report.

Domestic passenger vehicle sales likely
to rise over 30 pc in Nov: Report

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

HDFC Bank expects to
amalgamate its home
loan major parent HDFC
into itself by September
next year, a top official
said. Both HDFC and
HDFC Bank held general
meetings on Friday to
seek shareholder ap-
provals for what is billed
as the largest merger in
Indian corporate history
at over USD 40 billion.

At the time of an-
nouncing the merger on
April 4 this year, the enti-
ties had said the merger
will take 12-18 months.
"We believe going by the
past practice and going
by past trends, it will take
about 8-10 months time
before an effective date is
announced," HDFC
Bank's chief executive

and managing director
Sashidharan Jagdishan
said at the meeting.

The merger will help
expand the capital ade-
quacy ratio of the
merged entity by 0.20-0.30
per cent, courtesy the
healthy capital adequacy
of HDFC Ltd, he added.
Given the fact that bank
deposits have to comply
with mandatory cash re-
serve ratio and statutory
liquidity ratio require-
ments, many sharehold-
ers at both meetings
showed keenness to un-
derstand if the regulator
will be offering some for-
bearance for the merged
entity on this aspect. In
the HDFC meeting, its
chairman Deepak Parekh
said HDFC Bank is en-
gaged with the Reserve
Bank of India on the

same but asked the share-
holders to not worry. "In
case, the forbearances are
not forthcoming, the
merged entity is expected
to have sufficient liquidi-
ty and alternatives avail-
able to meet the neces-
sary funding require-
ments," Parekh said.
HDFC Bank's chairman
Atanu Chakraborty said
all of HDFC's sub-
sidiaries will become
subsidiaries of the
merged entity, but there
are some which cannot be
a part of the bank and
will be divested. It will be
seeking approvals from
the RBI and insurance
watchdog Irdai
(Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India) for
the merger of the sub-
sidiaries, he said.

Nagpur, Nov 26: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari said all vehicles
belonging to the Indian
government that have com-
pleted 15 years will be
scrapped, and a policy to
that effect has been sent to
states. He was speaking at
the inauguration of the an-
nual 'Agro-Vision' agricul-
ture exhibition here.
"Yesterday, I signed a file
under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that all the vehicles of
the Indian government
which have completed 15
years will be scrapped. I
have sent this policy of the
Indian government to all
the states. They should
adopt this policy at the
state level," he said.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Gadkari said two
plants of the Indian Oil
have almost started in
Panipat, one of which will
produce one lakh litre
ethanol per day, while the
other one will manufacture
150 tonnes bio-bitumen per
day using rice straw. This
is a big change as Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and rice-producing parts of
the country, where burning
of rice straw causes pollu-

tion. Now, rice straw will
be used to produce ethanol
and bio bitumen, he said.

"We require 80 lakh
tonnes of bio-bitumen in
the country and mostly in
the roadways department.
Around 50 lakh tonnes of
bitumen is manufactured
in the country and we im-
port about 25 lakh tonnes of
it," he said. "I am happy
that when such projects
start, our country will no
longer need to import bitu-
men. Our roads in villages,
districts, states and  nation-
al highways would be
made of bitumen using
rice straw produced by
farmers," he said. Gadkari
also talked about one more
project by Indian Oil in
Assam where bioethanol
will be produced.

15-year-old govt vehicles
will be scrapped: Gadkari

Merger with HDFC to take 8-10
months more: HDFC Bank

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

In the second consecutive week
of an increase in the kitty, India's
forex reserves have grown by
USD 2.537 billion to USD 547.252
billion for the week ended
November 18, the RBI said. In
the previous reporting week, the
overall kitty had swelled by USD
14.721 billion in the highest
weekly rise since August 2021 to
USD 544.715 billion. It can be
noted that in October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had reached
an all-time high of USD 645 bil-
lion. The reserves have been
declining as the central bank
deploys the kitty to defend the
rupee amid pressures caused by
global developments. Foreign
currency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall
reserves, increased by USD 1.76
billion to USD 484.288 billion dur-
ing the week to November 18,
according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday. 

Forex kitty 
grows for 2nd 

consecutive week

ACROSS

1. Light wood

6. Mugs

10. Use a tent

14. Detroit team

15. Largest continent

16. Stench

17. Academic guidance

19. Chomp

20. Electronic reminder

21. Insignificant

22. Penned

23. Belonging to us

24. Traitor's crime

26. Hawk's weapon

30. Slugger Hank ____

32. Portland's state

34. Tidiness

39. Tragic king

40. Trimmed the border

42. Bread spread

43. Toledo shore sight (2 wds.)

45. Felt

47. Ward off

49. Marsh plants

50. Earphones

54. Imitate

56. Distribute

57. Bargain bonanza

59. Burlap bag

63. ____ of passage

64. Small, yappy dog

66. Celebrity

67. Genesis site

68. Pack animal

69. That girl's

70. Breathe heavily

71. Cairo's land

DOWN

1. Gossip

2. Helper

3. Deep affection

4. Quick cut

5. Mule's father

6. Snapshot taker

7. ____-friendly

8. Coniferous evergreen (2 wds.)

9. Took a chair

10. Hooded snake

11. Goodbye (Sp.)

12. Slogan

13. Groom

18. Australian bird

22. Departed

23. Lennon's spouse

25. Turnpikes

26. Highway fee

27. Vicinity

28. Plumbing problem
29. Folklore monster
31. Fury
33. Gall
35. Zero
36. Ultimatum word
37. Plant's beginning
38. Lays turf
41. Sugarless soft drink (2 wds.)
44. Bridge seat
46. Poetic "before"
48. Skill
50. Stern
51. Select group
52. Church feature
53. Go-getters
55. ____ capita
58. Hymnal word
59. Comfy
60. Well-ventilated
61. Complain
62. Tie
64. Vitality
65. Honest ____ Lincoln
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W
hat happens
when the sacred
vows of mar-

riage are broken on the
very day they are taken?
Premised on this plight,
COLORS is all set to
bring a spellbinding love
story titled
“Agnisakshi… Ek
Samjhauta” that begins
with the ending of a mar-
riage. The show follows
the journey of Satvik
Bhosle and Jeevika Rane,
played by Aashey Mishra
and Shivika Pathak re-
spectively who unexpect-
edly cross paths and get
entangled in a relation-
ship of compromise.
Versatile actor Aashey
Mishra and debutant
Shivika Patak are all ex-
cited to be part of the
show themed on the af-
termath of a marriage
that has an expiry date.

Thrilled about the
show, Aashey Mishra
said, ““I am overjoyed to
join hands with COLORS,
a channel that has always
been at the forefront of
delivering engaging con-
tent. One such is the un-
usual story ‘Agnisakshi…
Ek Samjhauta’ and I
couldn’t have asked for a

better debut. I am essay-
ing the character Satvik
Bhosle who has a pris-
matic personality, a wiz-
ard in the line of busi-
ness, a succeeder in life
and an absolute family
man.

I am looking forward to
this new journey and
hope the viewers em-

brace me in this role.”
Talking about her debut,
Shivika Pathak said, “I
am a strong believer in
destiny, and that being
the core aspect of my
debut show makes me
feel blessed. Essaying the
role of Jeevika is a dream
debut for me. She is
chirpy, full of life, and

has faith in the old-fash-
ioned notions of love. The
show has an intriguing
storyline and I’m confi-
dent the viewers will be
hooked. It feels wonderful
to be collaborating with
one of the most success-
ful channels COLORS.”

Stay tuned for more up-
dates on COLORS!

‘Agnisakshi… Ek Samjhauta’
to trace the story of a 

marriage with an expiry date
N

ikhil Siddhartha is
an  actor of the
Telugu film indus-

try. He played minor roles
in various films before
being cast in Happy Days
(2007) as one of the four
male leads. The film was
successful and became his
breakthrough role. He later
went onto play the lead in
noted films such as
Yuvatha (2008), Swamy Ra
Ra (2013), Karthikeya
(2014), Surya vs Surya
(2015), Ekkadiki Pothavu
Chinnavada (2016), Kesava
(2017), Arjun Suravaram
(2019), and Karthikeya 2
(2022).

Excerpts of interview:
The film was an in-

stant hit with audiences.
What about the movie do
you believe contributed to
its commercial success
beyond all expectations?

There is no one who has
not been moved by the
glory of Sri Krishna.
Karthikeya 2 builds on this
very essence and takes au-
diences on an adventure of
a lifetime. My character
gets entangled in a life-al-
tering quest unravelling
the biggest rahasya and
I’m excited to take the au-
dience of Zee Cinema on
this adventure. All of us at
some point in our lives,
have turned to God to over-

come tough times. Here, in
the film, we witness some-
thing similar, which made
the film all the more relat-
able. I truly believe that the
story has the power of Shri
Krishna.

Why do you believe
mythology is such a popu-
lar genre in our country?
Given the level of respon-
sibility, how did you pre-
pare for the part and the
film in general?

It is impossible for any-
one born in India to not
know about the country's

rich culture and epics. I
have grown up listening to
these epic sagas, especially
from my father. The curios-
ity of those tales is what
made me take on this proj-
ect. It is this curiosity and
relatability that makes the
genre so popular, because
we have all grown up hear-
ing tales from our parents
or grandparents and have
grown up to take immense
pride in these stories.

How was your experi-
ence working with
Anupam Kher?

Everything about this
film was a life-changing ex-
perience for me. The
process challenged me as
an actor and allowed me to
reach a much wider audi-
ence. To top it all, a chance
to work with Anupam Kher
sir was truly awe-spiring.
He was so invested in the
script and the story that the
film really came alive. The
kind of aura he brought in
during the shoot was so
contagious that we all im-
mersed ourselves fully into
the process.

‘Karthikeya 2 builds on the
essence of Shri Krishna’

A
ctor Kartik Aaryan
said that he got dis-
turbing nights be-

cause of his upcoming film
'Freddy' but he adds that it
was important to be fo-
cused on the bigger picture
and tried to curtail his reg-
ular activities while shoot-
ing for the movie.

Kartik, who will be seen
in the very intense charac-
ter of 'Freddy', opened up
about his preparation for
the character.

"I literally dwelled in the
world of Freddy while
shooting the film. It was
important for me to re-
main in that headspace
and go to the set and per-
form. I got disturbing
nights because of 'Freddy'
but it was important to be
focused on the bigger pic-
ture and tried to curtail my
regular activities while
shooting Freddy so that I

could focus on the film and
the character."

"Post the wrap, I con-
nected with my friends
and family who keep me
grounded and that helped
me return to reality and
normalcy again," he said.

Kartik's most awaited
Freddy is about the jour-
ney of Dr Freddy Ginwala,
a shy, lonely and socially
awkward person who loves
playing with his miniature
planes and the only friend
he has is his pet turtle
'Hardy'.

Disney+ Hotstar recent-
ly announced their upcom-
ing spine chilling romantic
thriller 'Freddy'. Produced
by Balaji Telefilms Ltd, NH
Studioz and Northern
Lights Films, directed by
Shashanka Ghosh and
starring Kartik Aaryan
and Alaya F., the film will
release on December 2.

Kartik Aaryan says he had disturbing nights because of ‘Freddy’

T
he first dance num-
ber titled 'Bijli' fea-
turing Kiara Advani

and Vicky Kaushal from
'Govinda Naam Mera' is
out. The actor said that
this is the first time he
danced so much on screen.

Written by Vayu and
composed by the musical
duo Sachin-Jigar, 'Bijli' is
sung by Mika Singh, Neha
Kakkar and Sachin-Jigar.

Talking about the song,
Vicky said: "Honestly, this
is the first time ever that I
am dancing so much on
screen. I had absolute fun
to explore this side of me
and trust me, Bijli is just a
jhalak (glimpse); my fans
will see a lot of dancing
from me in this film. It was
fun to share the dance
floor with Kiara, she is an
amazing co-star and a
great dancer herself."

"I love the desi vibe of
the song and Ganesh mas-
ter's choreography with
Mika paaji, Neha and
Sachin-Jigar's vocals take
the song a notch higher. I
am in love with the song
and hope my fans will also
give it and the film all
their love. It was fun to
share the dance floor with
Kiara, she is one of my
favourite co-stars." Kiara
Advani added that this is
the first time she has shot
for such a masala song.

"I have never been seen

in an avatar like this be-
fore. I loved my Kolhapuri
look for Bijli. It was my
dream to be choreo-
graphed by Ganesh master
ji, he has presented me
and choreographed the
dance for me in a way that
will be very new for my au-
dience."

"I had a blast shooting
for this song with Vicky,
we rehearsed a lot before
shooting it. There was an
infectious energy on set,
everyone had their A-
game on. Bijli is a full-on

dance song, it is super
catchy and will make you
dance every time you hear
it." Singer Mika Singh said
he is happy to have sung
this beautiful dance num-
ber.

"It is always a pleasure
to work on Sachin-Jigar's
composition. The song has
a desi essence, and the
tune is extremely catchy. A
big thumbs-up to the en-
tire music team who have
created this song. Kiara
and Vicky make it look
more glamourous."

Vicky Kaushal: ‘Bijli’ is the first time ever
that I’m dancing so much on screen

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s singing
reality show, ‘Indian

Idol – Season 13 will be
‘Celebrating Mukta Arts’
that was the first produc-
tion house listed on stock
exchange this Sunday at
8:00 PM. Joining in the cel-
ebrations will be none
other than the Hindi enter-
tainment industry’s ace di-
rector Subhash Ghai and
his daughter Meghna
Ghai making a special ap-
pearance on the show. The
Top 12 contestants will be
seen mesmerizing the
judges Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar, and Vishal
Dadlani along with the
special guests who will be
seen revealing some un-
known trivia. Talking
about the contestants,
Debosmita Roy from
Kolkata will be seen giving
a melodious performance
on the songs Ja Re Ja O
Harjaayi (Kalicharan,
2010) & Tera Naam Liya
(Ram Lakhan, 1988) creat-
ing magic on the set.

Amazed by Debosmita’s
singing, Subhash Ghai
will be seen sharing some
unknown facts about the
two songs. Spilling some
beans of the popular song
‘Ja Re Ja O Harjaayi,’ he
shares, “This was the first
song I recorded. I learnt a

lot from Kalyan ji and
Anand ji. When Lata ji
heard this song, she asked
for the director, looked at
me and blessed me.”
There’s more! Talking
about the song ‘Tera Naam
Liya,’ he adds, “The idea of
boys wearing saree in this
song came only in the
morning of the shoot day.
That day, we didn’t have fe-
male dancers, so we
thought of making the
boys dance, made them
wear a saree to make the
song fun. Anil Kapoor was
called from the hotel to
join the dance.”

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol Season 13, this
Sunday at 8 PM only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Debosmita  can be
‘Indian Idol – Season

13’ winner’

Debutante Utkarsh Sharma
is all set to embark on a

new journey as a leading actor
with the upcoming drama
'Gadar 2', but over 2 decades
before that, the youngster got
a once in a lifetime opportunity
when he got to play Sunny
Deol's son in the blockbuster
'Gadar: Ek Prem Katha'.
Utkarsh was a child back then,
but having seen the work of a
superstar at such a young age
sure did shape his creative
process up as an artist. Sunny
and Utkarsh got a lot of time to
work closely with each other
and those being his formative
years, Utkarsh imbibed a lot of
his qualities. Reminiscing about
some of the best qualities of
Sunny that left him awestruck,
Utkarsh recalls how during the
shoot of 'Hero: Love Story Of A
Spy', Sunny used to wake up at
4 a.m. for an early morning
schedule starting at 7 a.m.
He used to finish his exercise
and gym routine first and then
start shooting. 

Utkarsh Sharma
is inspired by his
on-screen father

Sunny Deol

A
ctress Kriti Sanon
has penned a heart-
warming note for

her co-star Varun Dhawan
and the entire team of their
film 'Bhediya'. She said that
she is extremely proud of
the movie.

She took to Instagram,
where she shared stills from
the movie and alongside
Kriti wrote: "Its #Bhediya
Time! A film I am extremely
proud of ! Dr Anika will al-
ways remain special to me
as one of my quirkiest and
trickiest characters!"

"@varundvn you have
killed it & how.. I'm so
proud! I'm happy we could
come together for this spe-
cial one.. to many more-
sooner this time.
@amarkaushik You are our
main Bhediya whose Howl
is gonna amaze the world! A
separate post coming soon
your way! Love you."

"#Dinoo This is my 6th
with you and @maddock-
films and i'm gonna stop
counting now.. Your convic-
tion and hunger to take
risks and do something
unique while saying some-
thing so important is what
makes you YOU. super
proud!" She mentioned that
she is a fan of her co-actor
Abhishek Bannerjee.

"You are on and I've
clapped on your scenes!
Tooooo good! @paalinkabak
welcome to the movies and
what an outstanding debut!
@deepakdobriyal1 sirrrrr!!

Aap Kamaal ho! Special
mention for the BRIL-
LIANT cinematography
@jishnudop and the OUT-
STANDING VFX
@mpc_film." She concluded
by saying: "YOU guys have
made our Bhediya world a
memorable experience -
nothing short of interna-
tional standards!! Kudos!
Our Bhediya is YOURS and
so is Dr Anika.. hope she
makes you laugh, crack up
and think all at the same
time!" The film is set in
Arunachal Pradesh; a
young man named Bhaskar,
who gets bit by a wolf in the
forest and turns into a were-
wolf. He along with his
friends look for answers to
find a cure and uncover an
age-old mystery.

Kriti pens a heartfelt note
for Varun, team ‘Bhediya’



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  27,  2022 11

Al Wakrah, Qatar, Nov 26 (AP):

Australia only needed
to avoid defeat to stay in
the World Cup. The
Socceroos did more than
that in a 1-0 win over
Tunisia on Saturday.

Mitchell Duke gave
Australia the lead midway
through the first half
with a header and
Australia went on to regis-
ter its first win at soccer's
biggest event since a vic-
tory over Serbia back in
2010.

The result means
Australia still has a
chance to qualify for the
round of 16, despite losing
4-1 to defending champion
France in their opening
match.

France and Australia
lead Group D with three
points each, while
Denmark and Tunisia
have one point each.

France was playing
Denmark later.

In the final round of
group games on
Wednesday, Tunisia plays
France and Australia
meets Denmark.

After a scrappy start
from both sides, Australia
went ahead with a play
out of the back from its
goalkeeper. Duke collect-
ed the goalkeeper's pass

near mid-field and made a
quick touch to set Craig
Goodwin down the left
flank and Duke then
sprinted forward to nod
Goodwin's deflected cross
into the far corner.

Duke celebrated by

making a J' with his fin-
gers in a tribute to his son,
Jaxson, who was in the
stands.

The goal quieted the
large contingent of red-
clad Tunisia fans among
the crowd of 41,823 inside

Al Janoub Stadium, and
sent the small pockets of
Australian supporters
dressed in yellow into
delirium.

Tunisia impressed
when it held European
Championship semifinal-
ist Denmark to a 0-0 draw
in its opener but only oc-
casionally threatened
against Australia until
the Aussies sat back and
defended toward the end.

Australia had also got-
ten off to an early 1-0 lead
over France in its opener
but then was outplayed in
a loss which it blamed on
a series of defensive er-
rors.

There were fewer er-
rors this time, and some
timely interventions, too
none bigger than a last-
gasp sliding clearance
from center back Harry
Souttar to block
Mohamed Dr ger's dan-
gerous shot shortly before
halftime.

Tunisia is still seeking
to advance from the group
stage for the first time in
its sixth World Cup ap-
pearance but now needs to
beat France.

During the second half,
Tunisia fans held aloft a
large Palestinian flag with
the words, "Free
Palestine" printed on it.

Al Khor (Qatar), Nov 26 (AP):

Loud jeers rang around
the stadium. England's
fans were not happy. The
United States had frustrat-
ed them yet again at a
World Cup.

That's three times and
counting that the teams
have met on soccer's
biggest stage and England
is still waiting for its first
win against the
Americans after a 0-0 draw
on Saturday.

Coach Gareth Southgate
had reminded his players
of that record beforehand,
with the US famously win-
ning 1-0 in 1950 and play-
ing out a 1-1 draw in 2010.
They didn't seem to heed
his warning and didn't re-
spond to Gregg Berhalter's
young and energetic team.

England beat Iran 6-2 in
its opening game in Qatar
to justify its status as one
of the tournament
favourites. But it could
consider itself fortunate
not to have dropped anoth-
er match to the US, after
Christian Pulisic hit the
crossbar with a first-half
strike and Weston
McKinnie lifted a shot
over from eight yards out.

The England fans had
turned up at the Al Bayt
Stadium in anticipation of
celebrating a win and

qualification to the knock-
out stages with a game to
play. "I want our fans at
home to have a smile on
their faces and we haven't
quite managed to achieve
that," Southgate said. "But
people are going to react
how they react and I can't
let that affect how I feel
about the team or how the
team feels. "The objective
is to qualify and we have
three games to do it."

Frustrating England is
one thing. But Berhalter's
job is to advance to the
knockout stages. The draw
sets up a match for the US
against Iran on Tuesday

for a spot in the round of
16. Iran beat Wales 2-0 ear-
lier and sits second in
Group B with three points,
one more than the
Americans.

"It sets up our first
knockout game of the
World Cup," Berhalter
said. "We win or we're out
of the World Cup. That's
going to be the focus for us
while we are preparing the
team for the next game.

"But most importantly,
understanding the intensi-
ty Iran is going to bring.
They played an excellent
game today. Played with
ton of spirit will have to be

up for it if we want a
chance to advance."

Southgate, meanwhile,
will try to lift his players.
He described them as de-
jected following the elating
win against Iran. And de-
spite the boos, England is
still top of the group with
four points. "It wasn't the
best performance, for
sure," said Harry Kane,
who came close to scoring
with a stoppage-time head-
er. "Good spells with the
ball, but we didn't quite
have the final product.

"We had two or three op-
portunities and didn't put
it away."

Australia beats Tunisia 1-0 to
revive its World Cup campaign

Australia's scorer Mitchell Duke, right, celebrates with teammate
Australia's Jackson Irvine, left, after he scored the opening goal dur-
ing the World Cup group D soccer match between Tunisia and
Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah, Qatar, Saturday.

United States frustrates
England again in 0-0 draw

England's defender #03 Luke Shaw (L) fights for the ball with USA's defender #02 Sergino Dest dur-
ing the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B football match between England and USA at the Al-Bayt
Stadium in Al Khor, north of Doha.

Adelaide, Nov 26 (PTI):

Akashdeep Singh's hat-
trick went in vain as India
conceded two late goals to
lose 4-5 against Australia in
the high-scoring first hock-
ey Test of the five-match se-
ries here on Saturday.

Akashdeep Singh (10th,
27th, 59th) scored thrice
while skipper
Harmanpreet Singh (31st)
converted a penalty corner
for India.

Australia's goals were
scored by Lachlan Sharp
(5th), Nathan Ephraums
(21st), Tom Craig (41st) and
Blake Govers (57th, 60th)
who found the back of the
Indian net twice from
penalty corners towards
the fag end of the match.

The second match of the
series will be played on
Sunday. Australia started
on an attacking note and
took the lead as early as in
the fifth minute with Sharp
slotting home past India
custodian PR Sreejesh with
his very first touch of the
match. The Indians re-

sponded within minutes
with Amit Rohidas creat-
ing a great move from the
left flank but his ball was
intercepted inside the cir-
cle by the Australian de-
fence. Akashdeep equalised
for India in the 11th minute
after Hardik Singh made a
wonderful interception to
create the opportunity. Six
minutes into the second
quarter, Australia restored
their lead, courtesy poor

defending from the Indians
as they failed to clear a
cross and Ephraums got a
smart deflection to put the
ball into the net.

Akashdeep once again
came to India's rescue and
scored with a fierce reverse
hit in the 27th minute to
level the scores.

Just at the stroke of half-
time, Australia got a penal-
ty corner but India's second
goalkeeper Krishan

Bahadur Pathak was alert
to avert the danger.

A minute after the
change of ends,
Harmanpreet gave India
the lead for the first time in
the match, scoring from a
penalty corner

The Indians then secured
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners but wasted both. In the
41st minute, the
Kookaburras secured an-
other penalty corner and

Craig scored from a re-
bound after Sreejesh saved
the initial drag-flick.

The home team contin-
ued to press hard and se-
cured a handful of penalty
corners but failed to cash in
on the opportunities.

India were sloppy on the
turf in the last five minutes
of the game as
Jarmanpreet Singh got an
unnecessary green card,
leaving his side a man
down for the rest of the
game. Australia took full
advantage of the situation
and secured another penal-
ty corner which was con-
verted by Govers with a
powerful flick.

But Akashdeep levelled
the scores a minute from
the final hooter, scoring
from a goalmouth melee.

But poor defending from
the Indians inside their
own circle cost them as
Australia earned two more
penalty corners and Govers
once again found the net
with the second attempt to
hand the home team a 1-0
lead in the series.

Akashdeep scores hat-trick but
sloppy India lose 4-5 to AustraliaHamilton, Nov 26 (PTI):

India would expect a bet-
ter approach from skipper
Shikhar Dhawan and
young Shubman Gill in
the Powerplay overs when
the team clashes with New
Zealand in the do-or-die
second One-Day
International here on
Sunday.

The Seddon Park is a
three-way open ground
but is known for being one
of the batting friendliest
tracks in New Zealand
where willow wielders
would get value for their
shots.

Dhawan (72 off 77) and
Gill (50 off 65 balls) added
123 in their opening stand
but on a small Eden Park
ground, a score of 306 for 7
was at least 40 runs short
of par score.

The bowlers could be
taken to task for conceding
those runs in just over 47
overs, the buck actually
stops at the main batters
since if it was not for
Washington Sundar's bril-
liant cameo, India would
not have touched the 300-
run mark. It was largely
due to the safety-first ap-

proach of the Indian open-
ers during the first 10
Powerplay over where the
runs did not come at a de-
sirable pace.

At Eden Park which has
short and weird dimen-
sions, Indian pacers
bowled way too short.
They will need to find a
way to counter Tom
Latham and Kane
Williamson, who have
both been consistent
against India over the
years in this format.

While Umran Malik was
impressive bowling north-
wards of 145 clicks,
Arshdeep Singh despite
his ability to get the swing
struggled for pace and
Shardul Thakur was gen-
erally erratic.

Toss will be an impor-
tant factor as batting be-
comes easier at the Seddon
Park as the evening wears
on.

If India can chase, it will
do them a world of good as
spinners won't have to en-
counter the dew factor
during the evening hours.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI):

Indian boxers Vishwanath
Suresh, Vanshaj and Devika
Ghorpade lived up to their
favourites tag, registering com-
manding victories to clinch gold
medals at the IBA Youth Men's and
Women's World Championships 2022
in La Nucia, Spain.

Chennai-born Vishwanath hand-
ed India their first gold at the presti-
gious championships after thrash-
ing Ronel Suyom of Philippines
without breaking a sweat in the
men's 48kg final.

This came after Bhawna Sharma
bagged a silver medal in the
women's 48kg category, losing 0-5
loss against Uzbekistan's Gulsevar
Ganieva in the opening match of the
day.

Ashish (54kg) was the other
Indian to finish with a silver medal.
He went down 1-4 against Japanese
pugilist Yuta Sakai in a thrilling
final.

Devika, who hails from Pune,
added a second gold to India's tally,
beating England's Lauren Mackie in
the women's 52kg final.

Youth Asian champion Vanshaj
wrapped up the day in style for India

by winning ta third gold.
The confident Sonipat-based

boxer made light work of Demur
Kajaia of Georgia in the men's
63.5kg summit clash.

With 11 medals, India topped in
the on-going edition of the event, fol-
lowed by Uzbekistan (10), Ireland (7)
and Kazakhstan (7).

This year's championships wit-
nessed participation from close to
600 boxers from 73 countries.

India's eight medals in the
women's section is also the highest
for any country.

Having already won three gold

medals, Ravina (63kg) and Kirti
(+81kg) will look to add two moreyel-
low metals to India's kitty when they
fight in the women's final on the last
day of the competition.

Ravina and Kirti will be up
against Megan deCler of
Netherlands and Ireland's Elizabeth
D'Arcy respectively.

Besides three gold and two silver
on the penultimate day, India's tally
also includes four bronze medals
coming from Tamanna (50kg),
Kunjarani Devi Thongam (60kg),
Muskan (75kg) and Lashu Yadav
(70kg), who lost in the semifinals.

Ahmedabad, Nov 26 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir extended
their dream run in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy to the quarter-
finals as they knocked Kerala
out from the tournament with
a seven-wicket win, here on
Saturday.
In-form Auqib Nabi led the
show with his career-best haul
of 4/39, helping J&K skittle out
Kerala for a paltry 174 in 47.4
overs after they opted to field
in their first-ever Vijay Hazare
Trophy knockout match.
In reply, J&K cantered home in
37.5 overs with Shubham
Khajuria (76) and Qamran
Iqbal (51) setting up win with
their 113-run opening stand in
21.4 overs. In the form of his
life, Khajuria smashed six
sixes and five fours in his 61-
ball knock, which was his
fourth half-century on the trot
this season. However, he was
run out for a second consecu-
tive time as J&K lost three
wickets for the addition of just
32 runs. But there was no
scoreboard pressure and
Henan Nazir and Fazil Rashid
sealed their sixth win from
seven matches this season.

2nd ODI: Indian batting needs
fresh approach to save series

Match Starts: 7 am IST.

J&K knock out
Kerala, make dream

quarterfinals

Youth World Boxing Championships

Vishwanath, Vanshaj, Devika clinch gold medals Doha, Nov 26:

Robert Lewandowski finally got
his World Cup goal as Poland
downed an impressive Saudi
Arabian side on Saturday. Piotr
Zielinski scored the other goal
as it was far from a straightfor-
ward night for the Polish outfit.
The match started with Saudi
Arabia very much on the front
foot and Poland was pinned to
their own box. In the seventh
minute, the Green Falcons got
their first corner of the match
but nothing major came out of
it. The Polish side was well and
truly under the pump at that
point and Matty Cash and Jakub
Kiwior were given two quick
yellow cards by the referee.
Milik then made it three yellows
shortly afterward.
Poland would slowly get them-
selves back into the game and
got their goal against the run of
play in the 39th minute when
Robert Lewandowski got into
the box and laid off a pass to
Zielinski who slotted it into the
roof of the net.
Saudi Arabia was handed a life-
line five minutes later when
Bilik fouled Al-Shehri inside the
box and a penalty was awarded
after a VAR consultation.

However, Poland goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny made a dou-
ble save, first the penalty and
the rebound shot to ensure that
the score remained 1-0 heading
into the break. The second half
started much like the first with
Saudi Arabia on the front foot
and Szczesny once again into
action in the 55th minute of the
game as he denied Al-Dawsari
from close range.
Then came a 10-minute period
in which Poland struck the post
twice. First, it was Arkadiusz
Milik in the 63rd minute and
then, three minutes later,
Lewandowski also struck the
woodwork.
The Green Falcons kept on

pushing for the equalizer and
came agonizingly close in the
77th minute when Al-Malki's
shot went just wide.
However, Saudi hearts were
broken in the 82nd minute when
Lewandowski broke his World
Cup duck. An error from Al-
Malki meant that the Polish
No.9 was straight on goal and
sent it past Mohammed
Alowais. The Barca striker
thought he scored his second of
the night but Alowais made a
clinical save to deny the Polish
star and keep the score at 2-0.
However, the miss didn't come
to haunt Poland as they secured
all three points in the end and
went to the top of Group C.

Poland secure 2-0 win over Saudi Arabia

Woman ragpicker shares
her woes with Rahul 

Barwaha (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi interacted with a
woman ragpicker as his
Bharat Jodo Yatra passed
through a town in
Khargone district of
Madhya Pradesh on
Saturday, during which
she told him about the is-
sues she and her family
faced, including lack of
basic amenities like elec-
tricity and water.

The foot march led by
Gandhi entered the fourth
day of its Madhya
Pradesh leg on Saturday.
After an overnight halt,
the yatra began from
Mortakka in Khandwa

district in the morning.
When it was passing
through Barwaha town in
Khargone, Gandhi met 45-
year-old ragpicker
Shannu and her family
members, who were part
of the crowd standing
along the road.

"We are poor and make
a living through ragpick-
ing at different places. We
live in a hut, which doesn't
even have electricity and
water," she told Gandhi
during their interaction.
The woman and her fami-
ly members said that their
voice was not being heard.
"My children can't even go
to school," she said.

Meanwhile, Congress

general secretary in-
charge of Uttar Pradesh
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
along with her husband
Robert Vadra and son
Raihan participated in
the yatra for the third con-
secutive day. The yatra
will reach Mhow, the
birthplace of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar,
this evening.

A Congress leader said
that a public meeting has
been organised in Mhow
to mark the Constitution
Day on Saturday, which
will be addressed by
Gandhi and party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge.

Both the leaders will
also pay homage at the

memorial built at Dr
Ambedkar's birthplace.

The Gandhi-led yatra,
which began from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu on September 7, en-
tered the Bharatiya
Janata Party-ruled
Madhya Pradesh on
November 23 in
Burhanpur district from
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Maharashtra.

As per the programme
announced by the
Congress, the yatra will
cover a distance of 380
kms in the Malwa-Nimar
region of western
Madhya Pradesh within
12 days, before it enters
Rajasthan on December 4.
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Godhra (Gujarat), Nov 26 (PTI): 

A road cleaves through,
marking the divide be-
tween Muslim dominated
areas and Hindu majority
localities, a metaphor per-
haps for communal fis-
sures that run deep in a
town that instantly recalls
the 2002 Gujarat riots.

Twenty years after the
burning of a train in
Godhra killed 59 karse-
vaks' and triggered one of
India's worst post-
Partition riots, the poll-
scape reflects the yawning
gulf between the two com-
munities.

While several minority
community residents com-
plain of no development in
their localities, people
from other areas of the
city admit to problems but

say they will vote on the
issue of Hindutva and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's popularity.

Corruption, rising un-
employment and anti-in-
cumbency against the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) that has been ruling
the state for 27 years re-
main major issues in this
sensitive constituency.
However, Hindutva and
Modi are determining fac-
tors and may triumph
them all.

The road cuts through
Patelwada and Polan
Bazaar area near Rani
Masjid, the former home
to most Hindus and other
communities and the lat-
ter dominated by Muslims.
And the differences are
visible. Polan Bazaar and
its surrounding areas are

crisscrossed by potholed,
shoddily patchworked
roads, garbage piled up on
the sides and a choked
drain winding through a
distance away.

The roads on the other
side of the Muslim ghetto
are wide. The Gujarat
Industrial Development
Corporation (GIDC) hous-
es small industrial units.
There is also a theatre, a
Pantaloon showroom, and
car showrooms

"There are no banks,
ATMs, playgrounds on our
side of town," Ishak
Bokda, a supporter of the
All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen's
(AIMIM), told PTI.

"Development has al-
ways been on the other
side dominated by Hindus
and other communities,"

added Faisal Suleja,
AIMIM's councillor.

The Asaduddin Owaisi-
led AIMIM stunned every-
one last year by bagging
seven seats in the 44-mem-
ber civic body. Godhra has
around 2,79,000 voters. Of
these, 72,000 are in the
Muslim dominated area.

As campaign picks up
for the 182-member
Assembly elections being
held over two phases on
December 1 and 5, most
bets are on BJP's sitting
MLA C K Raulji who has
been representing Godhra
since 2007 -- from 2007 to
2016 as part of the
Congress and the saffron
party since 2017.

Against him are the
Congress' Rashmitaben
Chauhan, new entrant
Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP)

Rajeshbhai Patel and
AIMIM's Shabbir Kachba
who is seeking to cement
the gains made by the
party in the civic polls last
year. Kachba, a 33-year old
local imam, accused Raulji
of not addressing the is-
sues faced by the con-
stituency, which votes in
the second phase.

"More importantly, how
can a person who called
Bilkis Bano case convicts
'sanskari' be elected," he
said, referring to Raulji's
comments on those con-
victed in the 2002 gangrape
and murder case. They
have now been freed.

According to Raulji, his
main agenda will be to
fully implement the proj-
ects started from 2017, in-
cluding a 400-bed medical
college and an irrigation

project for 104 villages.
The pandemic, lack of

opportunities and devel-
opment are a constant
concern. No riots have
been reported after 2002
from this town in
Panchmahal district of
Gujarat that has had a
chequered history of
communal riots since
Independence.

The polarisation is evi-
dent. Many expressed
their disappointment
with the ruling BJP but
said they would again
vote for the party.

Like Manish Shah, 48, a
restaurateur and real es-
tate developer who who
lost his mother to Covid
and said lack of major in-
dustries and corruption
are major issues in
Godhra.

Storytelling traditions of India,
seven nations come together 

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The unique Kathakar
festival opened here on
Friday evening with im-
mersive sessions by a few
seasoned storytellers from
Australia, the United
Kingdom, Mongolia and
Sierra Leone. Organised
in partnershipp with the
Ministry of Culture, the
Kathakar festival was in-
augurated by Union
Minister of Law and
Justice Kiren Rijiju at
Sunder Nursery.

The festival also hosted
a conversation between
singer Mohit Chauhan
and actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui on the topic of

"Kissey Kahani aur
Adakari". "I applaud the
organisers of the
Kathakar for providing a
platform to storytellers
from around the world.
Our society has forgotten
the importance of our sto-
rytelling tradition, so we
need to encourage plat-
forms like these.

Our government will
further contribute to
Kathakar in the future,"
Rijiju said at the inaugu-
ration. The four-day festi-
val will hear stories from
seven nations, including
South Korea and Israel.

"Stories emerging from
villages are very powerful
as life is totally different

there...I love folk songs
and stories that are con-
nected to our lives.
Whenever I meet film-
makers, I urge them to
make movies based on
stories from villages,"
filmmaker-writer Imtiaz
Ali, who is also a patron of
the festival, said in a state-
ment.

The festival will also
host Sufi musical night by
Satpal Wadali, a session
with actor Sanjay Mishra
at India Gate, Kabir Vani
by acclaimed folk singer
Prahlad Singh Tipaniya,
and shadow puppet show
by Ramchandra Pulavar
and team.

Among International

artists this year, Kathakar
will feature Niall
Moorjani and Sarah
Rundle (United Kingdom),
Lilian Rodrigues Pang
(Australia), Baatarjav
Erdenetsogt (Mongolia),
Alim Kamara (Sierra
Leonne), Seung Ah Kim
(South Korea) and Yossi
Alfi (Israel).

"This festival was start-
ed by the Gahilote sisters,
Rachna, Prarthana &
Shaguna in 2010 under the
aegis of UNESCO to pre-
serve and promote the an-
cient art of storytelling. I
have been associated with
it from the very beginning
and have seen how this
festival has evolved.

Deaf-mute girl’s
rape in Raj

Jaipur, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Rajasthan State
Human Rights
Commission has sought a
factual report from the SP
and Collector of Barmer in
the alleged gang rape of a
mute and deaf girl there.

A 20-year-old Dalit girl
was allegedly raped by four
to five unidentified men
while she had gone to graze
goats in Rajasthan's
Barmer district on
Thursday. The chairman of
the state human rights
commission justice G K
Vyas took a suo moto cogni-
sance of media reports and
sought a factual report
from Barmer

Superintendent of Police
(SP) and Collector after get-
ting the matter examined
by senior officials. SP
Barmer Deepak Bhargava
said the accused could not
be identified so far.

The help of a sign expert
was also taken but the girl
could not tell the details be-
cause she is uneducated,
the SP said, adding that the
matter was being further
investigated. According to
a complaint filed by the
family members, the inci-
dent had happened on
Thursday evening in area
under Dhorimanna police
station limits in Barmer
when the girl had gone to
graze goats.

Jamaat-e-Islami’s properties
worth over Rs 90 cr sealed

Srinagar, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir's Anantnag
district on Saturday sealed
several properties worth
more than Rs 90 crores be-
longing to the banned
Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI), offi-
cials said. The properties in
the south Kashmir district
were sealed on the orders of
the district magistrate and
the recommendation of the
State Investigation Agency
(SIA), they said.

"The SIA has discovered
assets of banned Jamat-e-
Islami throughout J-K
worth crores. Today in
Anantnag, properties at
eleven locations worth
more than Rs 90 crores,
after being notified by DM
Anantnag on the recom-

mendation of SIA J-K, have
been barred with restric-
tions on usage and entry,"
officials said. Besides "red
entry" to this effect has
been made in the relevant
revenue records to choke
the availability of funds for
secessionist activities and
to dismantle the ecosystem
of anti-national elements
and terror networks hostile
to India's sovereignty, they
said. The sealed properties
include residential houses,
commercial complexes, or-
chards and land. These are
the second set of JeI prop-
erties to be notified. The ac-
tion would uproot the men-
ace of terror funding to a
great extent in J-K, besides
being a stepping stone in
ensuring rule of law and a
society, they said.

SONZAL-2022

Defence Secretary Giridhar Aramane officers and cadets after paying homage at the National War Memorial
on the occasion of NCC Raising Day, in New Delhi, Saturday. 

NCC RAISING DAY

During his Bharat Jodo Yatra

KATHAKAR FESTIVAL

A student makes a clay art at a competition during the youth festival 'Sonzal-2022' at Kashmir University 
campus, in Srinagar, Saturday.

SHRC seeks report from Barmer SP, Collector

‘Conversion of SC into small
causal court must stop’

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Attorney General for
India R Venkataramani on
Saturday stressed on the
need to decongest the
Supreme Court and said it
is important that the gov-
ernment stops overloading
it with endless statutory ap-
peals and huge flow of
cases from high courts.

Addressing a gathering
at the Constitution Day cel-
ebrations at the Supreme
Court, Venkataramani said
there is a need to have a liti-
gation policy for the gov-
ernment so that every mat-
ter does not become a mat-
ter of litigation.

Since 2015, November 26
is observed as Constitution
Day to commemorate the
adoption of the
Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly in
1949. Earlier, the day was
observed as Law Day.

"It is important that the
government stops overload-

ing the Supreme Court
with endless statutory ap-
peals alongside seamless
and huge flow of cases
from high courts. The con-
version of the Supreme
Court into a small causal
court must stop," he said,
adding that the high court
should also be decongested.

Venkataramani said
every department must
have a resolution wing
with competent and inde-
pendent legal equipment to
resolve facts based issues.

"Only complex matters
with legal issues which
cannot be resolved must go
for institutional resolution.
I am confident the govern-
ment will give an ear to an
earnest attorney general to
draw a quick roadmap,"
Venkataramani said at the
event also attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud.

The attorney general
said family courts needed
to become more comfort-
able and that there was a
need for a settlement com-
mission when it came to
property law and more.

"Rule of law is a non-vio-
lent revolution. More room
for rule of law reduces vio-
lence. I look forward to a
day when the west may
come learning from us on
justice standards.
Colonialism of minds and
people would be free," 
he said.

R Venkataramani

Solo art show
focusses on ‘gazing

through parallax’
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI):
Mumbai-based artist
Susmita Sharma explores
the multiple existences of
people and events in her
ongoing solo art show
'Gazing through the
Parallax' here. She is show-
casing more than 55 works
of art at the Lalit Kala
Akademi here. "I love to
work with the graphic
print-making medium. The
emotive lines and grada-
tions, textures and colours
as elements of form be-
come most enigmatic and
satisfying for my expres-
sion," she says, adding the
process becomes medita-
tive, like a soliloquy of
imagination and thoughts.
Sharma feels the art of
print making though is yet
to find its due limelight in
the mainstream art world.
"The elaborate setup of stu-
dios, space, equipment,
press etc are assembled
over years, are single hand-
edly maintained by artists.
The process is tedious and
time consuming.

20 years after train carnage, communal fissures run deep in Godhra
LIFE ON THE OTHER SIDE



Work is being done for empowering panchayats: Ashish

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  2266:: The
sarpanch, secretary review
meeting was held in the
Janpad Panchayat Berla
assembly hall and it concluded
under the chairmanship of
MLA Bemetara Ashish
Chhabra. First of all, the meet-
ing was started by garlanding
the photograph of
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.

In this meeting Ashish
Chhabra MLA Bemetara
reviewed the development
works being done in Berla
Janpad Panchayat and also
took information about the
development in his area from
the sarpanches present.
Working with transparency in
all villages, Panchayats should
work towards making them
strong and self-reliant for the
development of the village,
the government is making
plans for the development of
the village along with the

development of the villagers,
you are dedicated with all the
responsibility Work for the
development of the village,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
along with making the vil-
lagers self-reliant, work is
being done in the direction of
strengthening and empower-
ing the Panchayats in
Chhattisgarh. 

The former Prime Minister
of the country Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi took it
forward. Former PM Rajiv
Gandhi played an important
role in making the Panchayats
more empowered by bringing
in the Panchayati Raj system
and giving them many rights.
The rights of the Panchayats
never decreased. It has not
been done, all of you have to

understand your responsibili-
ty, along with the develop-
ment of the village, there
should be a dedicated spirit
towards the people living in
the village, only then our vil-
lage will be able to become
self-sufficient and empow-
ered. 

Chhabra asked to make vil-
lage ideal by using whatever
facilities are being provided by
the government, in the last
four years. Adequate funds
have been made available to
the panchayats for the devel-
opment of the village. The
facilities of road, drain, com-
munity building, Anganwadi
center building, school and
sub-health center building have
been provided, panchayats
have unlimited rights. The
funds received by them from

the government should be used
on the basis of priority for the
development of the village, he
added.

MLA  Chhabra directed the
Sarpanch secretaries that all
the public welfare schemes run
by the government should be
implemented smoothly, the
benefits of the scheme have to
reach the last person.

On this occasion, SDO
(Revenue) Berla YK Urvsha,
CEO District Panchayat Berla,
Swapnil Dhruv, Hira Devlal
Verma President District
Panchayat Berla, Rameshwar
Dewangan President BCC
Berla, Nawaz Khan V-P District
Panchayat Berla, Maujiram
Sahu MLA rep Kamal Sahu,
Mamta Sanju Verma President
Sarpanch Sangh Berla, Jeevan
Sahu, Mannu Nishad,
Ramkhilavan Pargania, Santosh
Sahu, Sandeep Sahu, Rajesh
Yadav, Mohit Sahu, Harsevak
Sinha, Birendra Pathak, Manish
Tandon, Bharti Sahu,  and a
large number of
Sarpanch/Secretaries including
Geetabai Yadav were present.

13.34 lakh MT of paddy procured in the state
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2266::  Since the incep-
tion of paddy procurement at sup-
port price in the state, about 13.34
lakh metric tonnes of paddy has
been purchased by the state gov-
ernment so far till Wednesday.
Nearly Rs 2803 crore has been
paid to 3 lakh 85 thousand 822
farmers in the lieu of paddy pur-
chase.

Meanwhile, along with paddy
procurement, the work of lifting
paddy for custom milling is also
going on at a rapid pace. About
5.73 lakh metric tonnes of paddy
has been lifted from the societies
for custom milling. An estimated
110 lakh metric tonnes of paddy

will be procured this year.
Due to the proper arrangement

of paddy procurement by the state
government, farmers are reaching
the paddy procurement centres
with great enthusiasm. The ‘Token
Tunhar Haath’ mobile app has
been developed by the state for
the convenience of farmers com-
ing to sell their paddy. Now they
do not have to wait in long queues
as they are getting tokens online
through the mobile app. Besides,
tokens are also being issued man-
ually in advance keeping in view
the convenience of farmers.

Food Secretary Topeshwar
Verma said that on November 23,

a total of 1,30,098 metric tonnes
of paddy has been procured from
38,498 farmers. Apart from this,
more than 23,666 metric tonnes of
paddy has been procured from
farmers who obtained online
tokens. About 50,283  offline
tokens and 7265 online tokens
have been issued across the state
for Thursday.

He added that the work of lift-
ing paddy for paddy is being done
simultaneously with the paddy
procurement like last year. So far,
D.O. has been issued for the lifting
of 8,46,831 metric tonnes of
paddy, in lieu of which 5 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy has been lifted

from the procurement centres.
The Food Secretary said that in

the current season, nearly 25.92
lakh farmers have been registered
in the state to sell paddy at the
state support price, including 2.23
lakh new registrations. As many
as 2568 procurement centres have
been set up for paddy procure-
ment in the state. This year, nor-
mal paddy is being purchased
from farmers at the rate of Rs
2040 per quintal and grade-A
paddy at Rs 2060 per quintal.
Strict vigil is being maintained
through check posts to prevent
illegal transportation of paddy
from border states.

Civic action program organized 
in village Fandiguda 

Konta, Nov 26: In Konta
block of Sukma district a
civic action program was
organized on Wednesday
under the aegis of
Headquarters 228
Battalion at Fandiguda vil-
lage. The function was
presided over by Asit
Kumar Choudhary,
Commandant, 228 CRPF
Battalion. Villagers of vil-
lage Fandiguda, Dhondra,
Chikalguda participated in
the civic action program.

Items used in their
daily/everyday life like
mosquito net, spade, pick-
axe, agricultural imple-
ments like spade, bucket,
spade were distributed.
Utensils used in the
kitchen of not only men
but also women villagers
such as Bhaguna frying
pan (tawa) etc. were dis-
tributed. Children also
took part in this program
with great enthusiasm.

School going boys and girls
were distributed writing
materials, notebooks, pen-
cils, school bags and sports
materials like cricket kit,
volleyball, net etc. for older
boys. Addressing the gen-
eral public on this occa-
sion, the Commandant
said that such programs
are to establish harmony,
sweetness and trust among
the personnel under gov-
ernment policies. There
should be no distance be-
tween the people and the
CRPF and the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes

should reach the common
man and the last people in
remote areas, these are the
underlying concepts of
such programs.

On this occasion,
Medical Officer of 228
Battalion CRPF and his
team had also organized a
medical camp in which
children, old and adults got
their health checked, con-
sulted and also took advan-
tage of free medicine dis-
tribution. In this program,
from time to time, Officer
Moj Kumar of 2nd
Command of 228 Battalion

CRPF told that along with
connecting people to the
mainstream, it creates a
feeling of patriotism in
their conscious and sub-
conscious mind.

As a female officer, the
second commanding offi-
cer, Mrs. Shweta empha-
sized on women’s health,
sending girls to school, ad-
mission and keeping in
mind the maternal nutri-
tion and child welfare of
pregnant women, the med-
icines and health benefits
they need.

On behalf of the
Chhattisgarh Police
Administration, Rohit
Kumar Shukla SDOP
Konta was also present, in
the end lunch was served
to all the villagers present
in the function by
Kanashiko Naggi, Subedar
Major, Inspector Satyendra
Singh and Subedar Major,
Inspector Satyendra
Singh, Assistant
Commandant of 228
Battalion. Farewell while
giving thanks.

Disneyland fair gets good response
Raipur, Nov 26: The
Disneyland Fair was inau-
gurated  by Chief Guest
Dr. Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsundar Das Ji
Maharaj at Ravanbhatha
Maidan, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bhatgaon.
Firoz Akhtar was also
present on this occasion.
The fair is getting very
good response.Visitors
have started purchasing
essential items as per their
requirement, children and
adults are enjoying the
swings. There are many
types of domestic and for-
eign swings, in which
more than one attraction
were added from time to
time. Among the many at-

tractions of the fair, there
is a ranger swing, in which
kids and adults are getting
a chance to enjoy. The di-
rector of the Disneyland
fair informed that there
are more than 150 stalls in
this fair where people can
make purchases of their
choice. Various types of
commercial stalls have
been set up here from

many states of India,
mainly: Handloom,
Sarees, Bedsheets, Wooden
Handicraft, Handicraft
Items of Bamboo, Fancy
Jewellery, toys for chil-
dren, Sofa Cover, Sofa
Cum Bed Household items
like bags, slippers are on
display here. There is a
wide variety of ladies gar-
ments. For the entertain-

ment of children and
adults, more than one
swing has been brought, in
which there is Tora-Tora
swing, which is manufac-
tured by the latest
Japanese technology and
runs on hydraulic system.
Apart from this, there is
also a children’s aero
plane, mini train, car
swing and Mickey Mouse
including break dance
swing, Columbus swing,
giant wheel, Silambo
swing and dragon swing.
Keeping in mind the taste
lovers along with shop-
ping and entertainment,
food stalls have been set up
in this fair, in which they
can enjoy delicious dishes.

Miniklub opens a new store in Raipur
Raipur, Nov 26: Miniklub
– India’s leading babywear
brand that offers a
thoughtfully crafted range
of apparel & baby care
products, open a new store
in Raipur. Located in
Labhandi, Raipur, the
newly launched stores
offer a wide range of safe
and comfy apparel and
non-apparel range for
newborns to 8-year-olds.
MiniKlub’s offerings in-
clude New Born essen-
tials, baby wear, kids fash-
ion, footwear, toys, travel,
baby care and much more
all under one roof, making
it a ideal choice for parents
in the city. Incepted in
2013, MiniKlub, from the
house of First Steps
Babywear, has emerged as
a fast-growing omni-chan-
nel brand with a presence
in over 450 plus multi-
brand outlets, leading e-re-
tailers and exclusive
brand stores - both physi-

cal and online. Having suc-
cessfully marked its pres-
ence in 26 cities with 45 ex-
clusive brand stores.
Inspired by the childhood
spirit, Miniklub takes ut-
most care while designing
the products for comfort
and safety of the babies.
Miniklub also takes pride
in following sustainable
manufacturing process

while bringing the best
quality products to the
market. The retailer today
operates 450+ multi-brand
outlets with a solid pres-
ence on e-commerce plat-
forms like Amazon,
Myntra, Flipkart and Ajio.
Miniklub also delivers
across India through their
own ecommerce platform
www.miniklub.in

Vivekanand Mahavidyalaya ‘V

Fiesta’ concludes with ‘Sur Sangam’

Raipur, Nov 26: As part
of the concluding event of
6 day long  ‘V Fiesta’ at
V i v e k a n a n d
Mahavidyalaya ‘Sur
Sangam’ was organized in
the college auditorium. At
the onset students paid
tributes to 26/11 martyrs
and thereafter partici-
pants presented songs in
their melodious voices
with Muskan Parekh as
inaugural participant.

The special jury member
Mrs Boby Mandal judged
the contestants along with
Commerce Department
Professor Dr Ashish
Dubey and Hindi
Department Professor Dr
Sushant Chakravorty. The
programme was conduct-
ed by Sahil Singh, Sapna
Yadav, Karan Sahu and
Alfia Parveen. In the com-
petition Anchal Verma B
Com-II, N Yogendra B
Com –I along with Anshu
Maharaj and Geetansh
Pratap Singh (B Com-II)
bagged first three spots.

The college along with
Agrasen College Purani
Basti is organising two
day workshop on
November 28 and 29. The
inauguration of workshop
will be at Vivekanand
Mahavidyalaya and con-
clusion at Agrasen
College

CAIT CG Chapter registered traders
in Bharat E-Mart portal

Raipur, Nov 26: Senior
National Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal and media in-
charge Sanjay Chaubey
said that CAIT CG
Chapter  registered the
traders of Millennium
Plaza  in Bharat E-Mart
portal.

CAIT CG Chapter’s
State President Mr.
Jitendra Doshi and State
General Secretary Mr.
Surinder Singh said that
CAIT CG under the leader-
ship of Chhattisgarh
Computer and Media
Dealers Association
President Mr. Deepak
Vidhani. The traders of
Millennium Plaza were

registered in Bharat E-
Mart portal by CAIT CG
Chapter. In which the first
registration was done by
Jugal Kishore of Gemini
Computer. Along with
this, 7 other traders of
Millennium Plaza got
their Bharat E-Mart regis-
tered in the portal. Mr
Doshi and Singh further
informed that ‘Bharat E-
Mart Portal’ was launched
by CAIT on  October 30,
2020 on the e-commerce
portal in which all the big
and small traders of the
country can open their
shops, which is completely
free, in this the traders
will not have to pay any
kind of commission.

In the Bharat E-Mart
portal, the current busi-
ness system from the man-
ufacturer to the end con-
sumer, which is currently
running offline, has been
electrified in the same way.
With this, where on one
hand the existing supply
chain on online will be
strengthened, on the other
hand there will be a big in-
crease in the business of
private shops of traders
across the country.

Through this portal,
now the shops of the
traders of India will re-
main open for 24 hours.
CAIT CG Chapter,
Working President  Mr.
Parmanand Jain said that

CAIT is the apex organiza-
tion of traders of the
country, with which more
than 40 thousand business
organizations are associat-
ed, through which CAIT
represents 8 crore traders
of the country. It is the
biggest supply chain in the
whole world.

CAIT CG Chapter ap-
peals to all the traders of
the state to register their
shops in the Bharat E-
Mart portal. The office
bearers of CAIT CG chap-
ter present on the occasion
were  Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Jai
Nanwani, Avneet Singh,
Vijay Patel, Deepak
Vidhani and others.

EPFO, Regional Office,
Raipur recovers Rs. 9.9 cr

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Regional P.F. Office
(EPFO), Raipur has re-
covered an amount of Rs.
9.9 crore from the estab-
lishments who were not
complying with the EPF
and MP Act, 1952. It is
pertinent to mention
here that as per the sta-
tus of November 2022,
Recovery Certificates
were issued to 1332 de-
faulter establishments of
the Chhattisgarh State
for recovery of Rs.
1706.54. Likewise, Show
Cause Notices were is-

sued to the 32 default es-
tablishments before is-
suance of Warrant of ar-
rest against them under
CP25 of the EPF Act.

The Regional P.F.
Commissioner, Abhishek
Kumar informed that the
Office is also initiating
action against the estab-
lishments for delayed re-
mittance of P.F. and allied
dues. He also informed
that as on date an
amount of Rs. 909.48 (in
lakh) has been recovered
from 132 defaulter estab-
lishments and the recov-
ery procedure against
rest establishments are
underway.

Under this recovery
campaign, an amount of
Rs. 4,35,92731 has been re-
covered from one of the

biggest establishments of
Chhattisgarh State i.e.
M/s P.M. AawasYojana,
P.F. Code number
CG/2076166 by attaching
its Bank Accounts.
Abhishek Kumar added
that in guidance and lead-
ership of Zonal Head,
Pankaj, ACC (Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh) the coer-
cive actions against the
default establishments for
recovery of dues will be
continued and also made
an appeal to all the de-
faulting establishments to
remit the outstanding
dues immediately in
order to avoid any legal
action, informs a release
issued by Dr.Sudershan
Bhaladhare, Regional P.F.
Commissioner-II.

Chief Secretary reviews
construction works of NHs

Raipur, Nov 26: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has instructed the offi-
cials to complete the dis-
tribution of compensa-
tion to the affected people,
the process of pending
land acquisition, felling of
trees, identification of as-
sets and the process of
passing their awards in
all the districts involved
in the construction work
of national highways.

Jain has given instruc-
tions to speed up the work
on national highways and
roads to be built under
the Bharat Mala project.
He  said that construction
of roads should be done
in those areas for which
the process has been com-
pleted. It has been asked
to ensure security
arrangements for road-
bridge-culverts being con-

structed in sensitive
areas. In the meeting of
the High Power
Committee on National
Highway works held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, the
National Highways
Authority of India and
the state’s approved proj-
ects and progressing
works related to National

Highways, Public Works
Department and Police
Housing Corporation in
sensitive areas.

The progress of the
roads being constructed
was reviewed. DGP Mr.
Ashok Juneja also attend-
ed the meeting. Secretary
Public Works Mr.
Siddharth Komal
Pardeshi, Secretary
Revenue Mr. N.N. Ekka,

Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal)
Mr. Vivekanand Sinha,
Secretary Energy Mr.
Ankit Anand, Collectors
of concerned districts,
Superintendents of
Police, Forest
Department officers,
National Highways and
Public Works Department
officials participated in
the meeting.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022

Reviews devp 
works in Berla Janpad
Panchayat

Under the aegis of 228
CRPF Battalion

From defaulter 
establishments

State level high power
committee meeting
concludes

Charge sheet 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The ED on
Saturday filed its first
charge sheet before a
court here in the Delhi
Excise policy money laun-
dering case naming liquor
businessman Sameer
Mahandru as one of the
accused, officials said.
Besides Indospirits pro-
moter Mahandru, the
prosecution complaint
has also listed two other
persons and is about
3,000 pages containing
statements of the
accused and annexures,
they said.

Chief Guest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Egypt's
President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi is likely to be the
chief guest for the
Republic Day celebrations
here next year. External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar is learnt to
have extended the formal
invitation to el-Sisi during
an official visit to Cairo
last month.

Join 
JJaaiippuurr:: Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) member Jaideep
Dudi and former BJP minis-
ter Rajkumar Rinwa joined
the Bharatiya Janata Party
in Churu district on
Saturday. Both the leaders
joined the party in the
presence of BJP national
general secretary and
state in-charge Arun Singh
and the state president
Satish Poonia, a party
spokesperson said here.

Killed 
KKaannppuurr::  A young man,
working as bouncer, was
killed in a celebratory fir-
ing during a wedding cer-
emony in Rail-Bazar area
here, police said on
Saturday. A BJP worker
identified as Ramji Gupta,
who allegedly opened fire
from his licensed double
barrel gun, has been
arrested, police said.

Boat capsizes 
VVaarraannaassii:: A boat carrying
34 pilgrims capsized in
the Ganga in Varanasi on
Saturday morning, but
they were promptly res-
cued, police said. The pil-
grims, who are from
Andhra Pradesh, were in
the boat when it capsized
in front of the Sheetla
Ghat, police said.

Dismiss
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Terming as
"frivolous" and an
"attempt to gain publici-
ty", the Delhi High Court
has dismissed with Rs
10,000 cost a PIL seeking
directions that the
Shraddha Walkar murder
investigation be trans-
ferred from Delhi Police
to the CBI.

Mishap
JJiinndd:: A truck driver died
and 50 passengers,
including children, were
injured when a roadways
bus collided head-on with
the heavy goods vehicle
near a hotel on the Jind-
Rohtak national highway
here, police said on
Saturday. 
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BRIEF

CM Bhupesh Baghel meets
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge, in New Delhi, Saturday. 

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said fulfilling
fundamental duties should
be the first priority of citi-
zens to take the nation to
greater heights as it
marches ahead towards
the centenary of its
Independence.

Addressing Constitution
Day celebrations in the
Supreme Court, Modi said
the entire world was look-
ing at India which is wit-
nessing rapid development
and economic growth.

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi,
Modi said the fundamental
rights were those responsi-

bilities that should be ful-
filled by citizens with ut-
most dedication and true
integrity. "Be it an individ-
ual or institutions, our du-
ties are our first priority.

The Amrit Kaal is the era
of duties for us," the prime
minister said.

At the outset, Modi also
remembered the victims of
the 26/11 Mumbai terror

attacks that took place in
2008 as India was celebrat-
ing the adoption of the
Constitution.

The prime minister also
launched new initiatives
under the e-court project,
which provides services to
litigants, lawyers and the
judiciary through infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology enabled
courts.

The initiatives launched
by Prime Minister Modi
included 'virtual justice
clock', 'JustIS' mobile app
2.0, digital court and
'S3WaaS' websites.

Mumbai, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Divya Salaskar, the daugh-
ter of police officer Vijay
Salaskar martyred in the
26/11 Mumbai terror attack,
on Saturday said the marks
left behind by the strike at
various places rekindled her
memories even as tributes
poured in on the occasion of
the 14th anniversary. She also
said as a daughter, the vacu-
um created in her life after
Salaskar fell to the bullets of
terrorists can never be filled.
Divya and other family mem-
bers of the police personnel
killed in the deadly terror
strike on Saturday paid trib-
utes to their loved ones to
mark the 14th anniversary of
26/11. Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh

Koshyari and Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde laid wreaths
at the martyrs' memorial in
the premises of the Police
Commissioner Office in
south Mumbai, where
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, minister
Deepak Kesarkar, Chief
Secretary Manu Kumar
Srivastava, state DGP
Rajnish Seth, Mumbai Police
Commissioner Vivek
Phansalkar and other offi-
cials were present.

Umeria (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and his cabi-
net colleague T S Singh Deo
on Saturday joined the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra
which is passing through
Madhya Pradesh.
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra left for
Delhi after taking part in the
foot-march for three days.
The march, which began from
Mortakka in Khandwa district
on Saturday morning, broke
for lunch at Manihar, after

which it resumed from Umeria
Chowki where Baghel and
Singh Deo, two rivals in
Chhattisgarh Congress, joined.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, her
husband Robert Vadra and
their son Raihan had been
with the march since Thursday
morning. They had now
returned to Delhi, a Congress
leader informed.
Rahul Gandhi and other partic-
ipants later proceeded to
Mhow, the birthplace of Dr B R
Ambedkar, by vehicles as the
further route passed through
the hilly and forested terrain
of Balwada, party functionar-
ies said.

Sriharikota, AP, Nov 26 (PTI):

A Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle of ISRO on
Saturday successfully in-
jected the earth observa-
tion satellite (Oceansat)
into a sun-synchronous
orbit, Indian Space
Research Organisation
said on Saturday.

The 44.4 metre tall rock-
et lifted off at a prefixed
time at 11.56 am from
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre at this spaceport at
the end of a 25.30-hour
countdown.

After reaching the in-
tended orbit 17 minutes
after PSLV-C54 lifted off,

the Earth Observation
Satellite or the Oceansat

successfully separated
from the rocket and was
placed into orbit, ISRO
chairman S Somanath
said.

Scientists would per-
form lowering of the rock-
et to place the other co-pas-
senger satellites into a dif-
ferent orbit which is ex-
pected to take place in a
two-hour duration.

The Earth Observation
Satellite-6 is the third-gen-
eration satellite in the
Oceansat series. This is to
provide continuity servic-
es of Oceansat-2 space-
craft with enhanced pay-
load specifications as well
as application areas.

Bijapur, Nov 26: 

Four Maoists, including two
women, were killed in an
encounter with security forces
in Bijapur district on Saturday,
a police official said.
The gunfight took place at
around 7.30 am in forest near
Pomra village under Mirtur
police station limits when joint
teams of security forces were
out on an anti-Maoist opera-
tion, Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P told PTI. The
operation involving personnel
of the District Reserve Guard

(DRG), the Special Task Force
(STF) and the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), was
launched based on the inputs
about the presence of
Divisional Committee mem-
bers of Maoists Mohan Kadti
and Sumitra along with 30-40
colleagues in Pomra-Hallur
forest, located over 400 km
away from capital Raipur, he
said. When a patrolling team
of the DRG was in Pomra for-
est, the gunfight broke out, he
said. "After the exchange of
fire stopped, bodies of four
Maoists, including two
women, along with three
weapons, including a .303 rifle
and a 315 bore rifle, were
recovered from the spot," the
IG said.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A Delhi Court on
Saturday sent Aaftab
Amin Poonawala, accused
of killing his live-in part-
ner and chopping her body
into 35 pieces in south
Delhi's Mehrauli, to judi-
cial custody for 13 days, po-
lice said.

Police have initiated the
legal process for produc-
tion of the accused for fur-
ther proceedings in the
polygraph test, Special
Commissioner of Police
(Law and Order, Zone II)
Sagar Preet Hooda said.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in part-

ner Shraddha Walkar, 27,
and sawed her body into 35
pieces, which he kept in a
300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his
Mehrauli residence, be-
fore dumping those across
the city over several days.

The polygraph test on
Poonawala went on for
nearly three hours on
Friday at the Forensic
Science Laboratory here.
Poonawala reached the
FSL at Rohini here for his
third session of the poly-
graph test at 4 pm and left
after 6:30 pm, police said.

Poonawala's four-day po-
lice remand expired on
Saturday.

The accused was arrest-
ed on November 12 and
sent to five-day police cus-
tody which was further ex-
tended for another five
days on November 17.

On Tuesday, he was sent
to four more days of police
custody.

The Delhi Police had
seized five knives from
Poonawala's flat and sent
them to FSL to ascertain if
they were used in the
crime.

Police had earlier said
the saw allegedly used by
Poonawala to cut his live-
in partner Shraddha
Walkar's body is yet to be
recovered.

Pune, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Veteran film, television
and stage actor Vikram
Gokhale died on Saturday
due to multi-organ failure
at a city-based hospital
where he was undergoing
treatment. Gokhale, 77,
was admitted to the
Deenanath Mangeshkar
Hospital here two weeks
ago. "We are saddened to
announce that noted actor

Vikram Gokhale passed
away today at Deenanath
Mangeshkar Hospital due
to multi-organ failure," the
hospital said in a state-
ment. "He was admitted to

the hospital 15 days ago
following health complica-
tions and was undergoing
treatment. Today he
breathed his last between
1:45 pm and 2 pm," said
Rajesh Damle, a family
friend. On Thursday, the
family had informed that
the actor was not respond-
ing to treatment and was
in critical condition.
Rumours of his death also
spread on social media.

Mumbai, Nov 26 (PTI) 

Scholar-activist Anand
Teltumbde, an accused in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case, was on
Saturday released from the
Taloja central prison in
Navi Mumbai a day after
the Supreme Court reject-
ed the National
Investigation Agency's
(NIA) plea challenging his
bail. Teltumbde, 73, who
spent two-and-a-half years
behind bars in the case,
walked out of the jail
around 1.15 pm. He was
happy, he told waiting
media-persons.

"I am happy after being
released from prison after
31 months. It is obvious,
but the sad thing is that

this is the fakest case and it
put us behind bars for
years," Teltumbde added.

On Friday, the apex
court had dismissed the
NIA's plea challenging the
Bombay High Court's
order giving bail to
Teltumbde. He was re-
leased after the completion
of bail formalities a day
later. On November 18, the
high court had granted
bail to Teltumbde, arrested
by the central agency on
April 14, 2020. The HC had
observed that prima facie
(on the face of it) there was
no evidence showing his
involvement in any terror-
ist acts. Teltumbde is the
third of the 16 accused ar-
rested in the case to be re-
leased on bail.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Senior bureaucrat Manoj Kumar
Sahoo has been appointed as
Deputy Election
Commissioner(DEC) as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle effected on Saturday by the
Centre. Sahoo is a 2006 batch
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and
Union Territories (AGMUT) cadre.
Sahoo has been appointed to the
post for an overall tenure of
seven years up to December 16,
2023, a Personnel Ministry order
said. Solomon Arokiaraj has been
appointed as Joint Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs,
Ankita Mishra Bundela will be
Joint Secretary, Department of
Health & Family Welfare and
Sanjeet has been named as Joint
Secretary & Financial Adviser,
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, it said.

‘Fundamental duties are
first priority of citizens’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses during the

Constitution Day celebrations
in the Supreme Court, in New

Delhi, Saturday. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday lamented that the con-
tribution of women members in the Constituent Assembly is rarely
discussed even as he stressed on the need to make the youth better
understand the Constitution. Addressing the Constitution Day event
at Supreme Court in the presence of Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and other judges, he said the future of India's
Constitution and institutions rests on the shoulders of the youth.
Modi said there were 15 women members in the Constituent
Assembly with one of them being Dakshaayini Velayudhan -- a
woman who had come out of the deprived society.

‘Contribution of women members rarely discussed’

Four Maoists killed in encounter 
̈ Three weapons

recovered

ISRO places Oceansat, 8 other satellites into orbit

PSLV-C54 carrying earth obser-
vation satellite along with eight

other co-passenger satellites
after its launch from the Satish

Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota, Saturday. 

Baghel, Singh Deo join
Bharat Jodo Yatra

̈ In MP

MEHRAULI MURDER CASE

Accused Aaftab sent to 13-day judicial custody

Veteran actor Vikram Gokhale dies at 77

Manoj Kumar Sahoo
appointed DEC

Elgar Parishad accused
Teltumbde walks out of jail

26/11 Mumbai Terror Attacks

Tributes paid to martyrs
on 14th anniversary



Annual Sports Meet held at Maitri Vidya Niketan Risali  
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2266::  Maitri Vidya
Niketan English Medium
Senior Secondary School
Risali, hosted it's 34th Annual
Sports Meet on Saturday, a
day filled with fervour and ex-
citement amidst thrills, shrills
and cheers. 

The Chief Guest for the day
was Thomas Chacko DIG,
Shasastra Seema Bal, Ministry
of Home Affairs, Government
of India SHQ BSF and Keshav
Banchhor, President/ Speaker,
Municipal Corporation, Risali,
Chhattisgarh as Special Guest
and Sameer Sahu, Member of
Mayors Council Education And
Sports, Municipal Corporation,
Risali as Guest of Honour.
Founder Member MVN, Rajam
Sudhakaran, Directors S
Sajeev and S Sajan, Principal
Bhilai Maitri College Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil, Director

and Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal Dr
Reena Sajeev were also pres-
ent on the occasion. 

The program commenced
with the welcome address by
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi who expressed that
team work, leadership, empa-
thy and handling defeat with
dignity is witnessed among the
students today which also
teaches them to build emo-
tional strength. She also threw
light on the importance of
sports in life followed by sports
achievements of MVN stu-
dents at District, State &
National level. 

She stressed on the fact that
"Participation is more impor-
tant than winning". The Chief
Guest declared the Meet open,
pigeons and balloons were set
free symbolizing the goal to be
set in life, The "Guard of
Honour" was presented to the

dignitaries by inspecting the
MVN Scout and Guide squads.
The Chief Guest also adminis-
tered the sports pledge to
MVN Head- Boy, Head -Girl,
Vice- Head boy and Vice Head-
girl, Discipline Captains and all
House Captains. 

This was followed by the
March Past by the scout &
guide along with discipline &
house captains. The audience

next witnessed various field
displays symbolizing alterna-
tive sources of energy. The
track events played were Book
balance race, German drill,
Horse race, Skipping race, Flat
race, Relay race and Tug- of -
war. It was a mega event and
was culminated by the award
ceremony where the students
were awarded trophies and
medals by the Chief Guest,

Special Guest & Guest of
Honour. Speaking on the occa-
sion Chief Guest Thomas
Chacko expressed his happi-
ness to witness such a wonder-
ful event where a lot of enthu-
siasm and fun was witnessed
among the students. He said
that he was reminded of his
school days. After two years of
pandemic an introspection of
self was a must which happens

through such events. 
He also extorted that WHO

has stated 10,000 steps per
person everyday to stay fit
which we must follow.
Speaking on the occasion,
Special Guest Keshav
Banchhor congratulated the
teachers and students for their
efforts to make this event a
successful one. 

The Guests were honoured

with mementos presented by
Rajam Sudhakaran, President
Maitri Educational and Cultural
Association. At the end of the
day, students departed with a
clear smile on their faces as
the Gandhi House emerged as
House Champions. It was a day
filled with sportsmanship, en-
thusiasm and memories to
cherish. The Vice Principal
MVN Dr Beena Sajeev adminis-
tered the vote of thanks. She
thanked all the teaching and
non teaching staff for their co-
operation and support and ad-
vised children to keep up their
sportsman spirit. 

The program was jointly an-
chored by MVN Headmistress
Nishi Sajan, Srilata Dhavala,
Reema Rajeev and Anitha Anil
in accordance with PTI Soniya
Garhwal, Rahul Reddy and A
Priya Rao. The Sports Meet
concluded with a Retreat beat
and National Anthem.  

Tree plantation programme organised

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: St
Thomas college organised
tree plantation pro-
gramme on November 22.
Chief guest of this func-
tion was NK Jain DGM
(I/C) horticulture depart-
ment, Bhilai steel plant.

On this occasion
Principal Dr MG Roymon
welcomed the guests. In
his speech he emphasized
on importance of green
plants, and also about the
caring of the plants.

During this occasion
NK Jain also expressed his
view on importance of

trees and also the impor-
tance of caring of plants.
Faculties, students, NSS,
NCC volunteers, Eco club
members took part in this
programme. Plantation
programme was organised
by PG department of
Botany, Zoology in associa-
tion with Eco Club.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Institution
Innovation Council under
Startup Cell in association
with R& D Cell of Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET), organ-
ised a talk on the "Story of
an Entrepreneur".

Young Entrepreneur
Shiju P Raju, Managing
Director of Ace Vision
Metal and Steel Works
LLC, in Dubai who is an
alumnus of Mechanical
Engineering Branch of
CCET shared his journey
of starting his own startup.
Shiju P Raju is an accom-
plished and result driven
engineering professional
with more than 17 years of
extensive experience in
managing local and inter-
national construction proj-
ects within time and budg-
etary constraints.

He is equipped with
record of success on
process improvement,
combined and demonstrat-
ed abilities in defining in-
novative solutions and
methodologies for safe,
cost efficient and smooth
project operations. He mo-
tivated the students with
success mantra to always
use your time.

Maintain quality in
dealing, in character and
all the things which we
perform. If we succeed
every mistake it helps to
become legendary. He em-
phasized to learn from our
mistakes. He gave thrust
to make goal clear in life
and plan accordingly to
achieve success.

CCET startup cell or-

ganised this expert talk
with an objective to create
awareness, to explore busi-
ness opportunities to stu-
dents of engineering
courses by bringing to-
gether experts from indus-
tries, government agen-
cies in order to provide
ideas and information for
becoming an

entrepreneur as an alter-

native career option and
also to highlight the merits
of pursing such an

option. It will also ex-
plore the possible business
opportunities and create
all necessary awareness to
start a new project on his
own or with the help of
government procedures.
This cell primarily works
to support, encourage, and
to create platform to new
and young entrepreneurs.

Program started with
the word of blessings from
Fr Dr PS Varghese,
Executive Vice Chairman.
Dr Dipali Soren, Principal
welcomed the CCET alum-
nus. The program was an-
chored by Divyani. IIC
Startup Cell Faculty
Coordinators Dr Preeti
Nand Kumar and Richa
Sahu along with student
coordinator organised the
session.

Monetary assistance provided to
girl suffering from rare skin disorder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Rupali
Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha,
Bhilai collected donations
and sent it for the treat-
ment of a 12-year-old girl
who is suffering from a
rare skin disorder. The girl
child Jogeshwari is a resi-
dent of village Bagofar in
Dantewada and is suffer-
ing from Ichthyosis hys-
trix.

The organization col-
lected donations from
NRIs residing in Australia
and with the help of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, they
have sent the money to the
girl's family for her med-
ical treatment.

On request of organisa-
tion's Patron Anju
Dewangan, the NRIs resid-
ing in Australia including

Kokila Kakkad, Ela Gupta,
Nidhi Raina, Dharini
Bhatia, Pooja Kalia,
Rupam Malhotra, Neelam
Shukla, Varsha Masand
and Kavita Singh have

given their contributions.
Gauri Yadav, Malti Yadav
and President Shanta
Sharma have thanked
them for their generous
donation.

BCMC to provide city sanitation services
in railway areas of Bhilai-Charoda 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: The issue
of city sanitation in the
Bhilai - Charoda Railway
area has been finally re-
solved. An agreement has
been signed between the
Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation and the
Railway Administration
on this issue.

According to the agree-
ment, cleanliness will now
be ensured in the railway
area through the
Municipal Corporation. It
is being considered as a
historic decision taken
under the leadership of
Mayor Nirmal Kosre.

Municipal Corporation
will now take over the re-
sponsibility of city sanita-
tion in Bhilai-Charoda

railway area. In return, a
fixed amount will be paid
annually by the Railways
to the Municipal
Corporation. In this re-
gard, a bilateral meeting
was held at the
Corporation office on
Thursday in the presence
of Mayor Nirmal Kosre
and Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Tripathi.

With the consent made
in this meeting, now the

railway areas will not re-
main untouched. Like
other wards of the
Corporation, regular
cleaning and door-to-door
garbage collection will be
done by Swachhta Mitras
and Didis in the wards of
the railway area.

Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer Uday
Kumar Bharti, Additional
Chief Medical Officer
BMY Charoda Dr BR

Kerketta, Divisional
Coordinator D Vijay
Kumar and CHI S Sarkar
were present.

In this meeting, consent
was given by the Railways
to hand over the sanitation
system of Bhilai-3,
Charoda and PP Yard
Railway Colony to the
Municipal Corporation
under the terms and condi-
tions. This includes sweep-
ing, drain cleaning and

door to door garbage collec-
tion in Railway Colony as
well as transportation to
SLRM center and proper
disposal.

Mayor Nirmal Kosre
said that the long pending
demand of residents has
been finally resolved after
15 years. This is a historic
decision of his council.
The long pending issue has
been resolved with deter-
mination and will power.

He informed that in re-
turn for cleanliness and
proper disposal of waste, a
certain amount will be re-
ceived from the Railways
as per the agreement. This
will also increase the in-
come of the Municipal
Corporation and the rail-
way areas will get proper
city sanitation services.

BSF celebrates Constitution Day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: Border
Security Force on
Saturday celebrated the
anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Constitution of
India at its Frontier
Headquarters in Risali.
The officers and personnel
took an oath to abide by
the constitutional values.
IG (BSF) Indraj Singh ad-
ministered the oath and
urged everybody to abide
by the values enshrined in
the preamble to the
Constitution.

It could be recollected
here that the Constitution
of the Republic of India
was prepared on 26
November 1949.
Constitution Day is cele-
brated since 26 November
2015 to mark the 125th
birth anniversary of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar,
Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the
Constituent Assembly. The
Constituent Assembly
completed the Constitution
of India in 2 years 11
months 18 days on 26
November 1949 and dedi-

cated it to the nation. The
Constitution of India came
into force in the Republic of
India from 26 January 1950.

On Saturday, the officers,
subordinate officers and
jawans gathered under the
leadership of Indraj Singh,
Inspector General,
Frontier Headquarters,
Border Security Force
(Special Operations)
Chhattisgarh.

On the 73rd
Constitution Day, they
read the Preamble "We, the
people of India, having
solemnly resolved to con-

stitute India into a
Sovereign Socialist
Secular Democratic
Republic and to secure to
all its citizens: Justice, so-
cial, economic and politi-
cal; Liberty of thought, ex-
pression, belief, faith and
worship; Equality of sta-
tus and of opportunity;
and to promote among
them all Fraternity assur-
ing the dignity of the indi-
vidual and the unity and
integrity of the Nation; do
hereby adopt, enact and
give to ourselves this
Constitution.

Bright Saturday: Four kids
get vision after surgery

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 26: It was a
bright Saturday for the
four vision impaired kids
of the district as they can
now see the world like nor-
mal kids after the congeni-
tal cataract surgery. These
kids were vision impaired
from birth due to congeni-
tal cataract. These chil-
dren were living in dark-
ness and had never seen
the beauty of this world.

One of the kids is a 10-
year-old girl and due to fi-
nancial problems, the fam-
ily was unable to get her
treated. Now this complex
surgery is available at
District Hospital. On
Saturday, a team of oph-
thalmologists led by Dr
Kalpana Jeph performed
these successful surgeries.

Nodal Officer

(Blindness) Dr Sangeeta
Bhatia informed that the
children who underwent
surgeries are Tanshu (8)
son of Umesh a resident of
village Sevti, Durg;

Durgesh (6) son of
Shyamlal a resident of vil-
lage Kareli, Durg; Shrishti
(10) daughter of
Rameshwar a resident of
New Krishna Nagar,

Supela and Rajkumari (4)
daughter of Bhurwa Ram
a resident of Khursipar.
She further informed that
all the surgeries were suc-
cessful and normal vision
has been restored to all the
children. The surgery was
performed by ophthalmol-
ogist Dr Kalpana Jeph,
Anaesthesiologist Dr
Sanjay Walvendre,
Ophthalmic Assistants
Maya Lehre, Vivek Soni,
Shatrughan Sinha; Staff
Nurse Khushbu Milan, OT
Attendant Ramesh
Mahilang, Raj Daggar and
Sanjay Yadav. I/c Sisiter
Asha Bhatt, Ophthalmic
Assistant Durgawati
Sinha, Ajay Nayak, Priya
Chandrakar, Mohammad
Aijaz and Swati Didi took
care of tests and other
arrangements for the sur-
geries.
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CCET alumnus shares his journey 
of becoming Entrepreneur

Ore Handling
Plant creates new
despatch record

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2266:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Ore Handling Plant
(OHP) created its best ever per-
formance by creating an
despatch record on November
25, 2022. OHP achieved daily
despatch of more than 42,440
Tonnes of Raw Material to vari-
ous consumer shops overcoming
various challenges. This record
surpassed the previous best
record of 41,280 T achieved on
November 09, 2022. A shift
record was created during 'B'
shift on November 25, 2022 with
14,700 T despatch, surpassing
the previous record of 14,600 T
despatch on November 12, 2022.
Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) and Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) congratulated the OHP
team for achieving the bestever
despatch record in a day and
shift. All the concerned agencies
were appreciated for supporting
OHP for creating this record. 

PRESENTING CLASSICAL DANCE

Girl students presenting classical dance during annual sports meet of Holy Cross School, Kapa Raipur on Saturday.

Chhattisgarh’s NRLM women actively participate in
national launch program of ‘Nai Chetna’ campaign

Raipur, Nov 26: The
women of State’s
National Rural
Livelihood Mission
(NRLM) actively partici-
pated in the launch pro-
gram of the national cam-
paign “Nai Chetna”
against gender discrimi-
nation in New Delhi.
Chandrika Sahu of
Dhamtari lit the lamp
along with the guests in
the inauguration pro-
gram held which was
presided by  Union Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Giriraj Singh. Gayatri
Lonhare of Bastar got an
opportunity to present
vote of thanks on the
stage. On this occasion,
she also shared her expe-
riences of working for
gender equality. On the
other hand, Hulsi Dhruv
of Rani Parteva village of
Chhura development
block of Gariaband wel-

comed the guests on the
stage. In the programme,
a documentary based on
‘Gender Family Chaupal’
operated in Bastar to re-
move gender discrimina-
tion was screened.
Through NRLM’s Gender
Resource Centers, women
across the state are work-
ing against gender dis-
crimination in the family

and community. Against
gender discrimination, a
special campaign “Nai
Chetna - Initiative for
Change” is being conduct-
ed across the country
from November 25 to
December 23. Union
Ministers of State for
Rural Development,
Faggan Singh Kulaste
and Sadhvi Niranjan

Jyoti and Union Minister
of State for Panchayati
Raj, Kapil Moreshwar
Patil were also present in
its launch program or-
ganised at Dr. Ambedkar
International Center in
New Delhi. Women from
self-help groups formed
under the National Rural
Livelihood Mission, who
reached from all over the
country, also participated
in the programme.
Bastar’s Sukdai Kashyap,
Kanker’s Jayanti
Chakradhari, Bastar’s
DPM Mr. Nilesh Lakhera
and Gariaband’s DPM Mr.
Patanjali Mishra also par-
ticipated in the launch
program in New Delhi.
Through video conferenc-
ing, women from self-help
groups of the state and of-
ficers of the Chhattisgarh
State Rural Livelihood
Mission office also joined
the program from differ-
ent places.

Pension cum other dues should be paid to
retired employees on time: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 26: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey partici-
pated in the Audit Week-
2022 organized at
Principal Accountant
General’s Office Raipur on
the occasion of Audit Day.
Addressing the gathering
on the occasion, the
Governor described the
work of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India and their regional of-
fices as sensitive.
Describing the works of
the department as very
important, she said that
the economic strength and
development of the coun-
try and the states depend
on the honesty of this de-
partment. In relation to
the retired pensioners, she

said that after retirement,
the process of getting the
pension amount to all on
time should be started.
Along with this, she also
urged for 100 percent uti-
lization of the funds allo-
cated by the Central
Government for the better
development of tribal
areas. Governor Uikey
said on the occasion of the
program that through the
Office of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India and the regional of-
fices under it, various ac-
counts of the state, judges,
officers of All India
Services, Lokayuktas and

public sector undertak-
ings along with various in-
stitutions accounts are
maintained by the depart-
ment. The Governor de-
scribed their works as
very important. CAG re-
port of the Committee is
placed before the
Parliament at the Center
and the Legislative
Assemblies in the States
and on the basis of this re-
port, various committees
of the Parliament place
their suggestions on the
floor of the House. As a re-
sult, the sense of efficien-
cy, transparency and ac-
countability increases in

the administration. She
said that the purpose of
these audits is to ensure
transparency and account-
ability, while ensuring the
benefits of various
schemes and programs
run by the government,
reach the beneficiaries.
Governor said that the
condition and direction of
economic strength and de-
velopment of the state and
the country is decided on
the basis of the audit re-
port. Principal
Accountant General
(Accounts and
Entitlement) Chhattisgarh
Mr. P.C. Manjhi,
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretary Mr.
Dinesh Sharma, Principal
Accountant (Audit) Mr.
Yashwant Kumar and
other officers and employ-
ees of the Accountant
General’s Office were pres-
ent.

College of Nursing in AIIMS to Become Center of Excellence

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Nursing College at All
India Institute of
Medical Sciences will be
developed as a center of
excellence. A State-of-the-
art simulation lab is
being established in the
college to provide hands-
on training to BSc
(Nursing) students.

The college celebrated
its 9th foundation day on
Saturday. Prof. (Dr.) Nitin
M. Nagarkar, Director,
said that the college is
being developed as a cen-
ter of excellence in the
nursing program. ‘AIIMS
has designed a compre-
hensive nursing curricu-

lum replicated by other
nursing colleges in the
country. It focuses on the-
oretical as well practical
knowledge. He said that
the faculty members’
dedicated efforts resulted
in the nation’s best
healthcare professionals.

Dean (Academics)
Prof. Alok Chandra
Agrawal said that nurs-
ing students should
maintain trust, knowl-
edge, regard, and loyalty

towards patients. It is
vital to becoming a suc-
cessful professional in
life. Dean (Examinations)
Prof. Sarita Agrawal
termed nursing officers
as one of the most criti-
cal parts of treatment.

Principal Prof. Binu
Mathew informed that
the college started with
60 seats which later in-
creased to 75. There are
four seats for MSc
(Nursing). ‘Presently,

there are 251 nursing stu-
dents, and we have more
than 350 students strong
alumni base serving in
different parts of the
Country. The college has
a smart lecture theatre,
clinical labs, conference
hall, seminar hall, and
dedicated library along
with a lab with 20 com-
puters, she said.
Assistant Professor Ms.
J. Jeayareka also graced
the occasion.

Expansion of health services soon: Collector 

Raipur, Nov 26: Collector
D. Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure chaired a meeting of
the Jeevan Deep
Committee organized on
Friday at the District
Hospital, Pandri.

Important topics like ex-
pansion of health services,
availability and improve-
ment of physical resources
and provision of necessary
human resources etc. were
discussed in detail.

Discussions were held
on LED sign board on main
gate and terrace, work of
Blood Bank Component
Unit in District Hospital
Pandri, Bio Waste
Management and Disposal
Room, transfer of Water
ATM in Mother and Child
Hospital, Kalibadi, gate
construction work by re-
moving encroachment

from the main road in front
of the post mortem build-
ing, fire exit / ramp con-
struction work from opera-
tion theater in Mother and
Child Hospital building, 20
bed expansion NRC ward,
and construction of new
private ward on the second
floor and infrastructure
upgradation.

Bhure said that regular
health check-up camps
should be organized in the
health centers. Report of
the pathology test conduct-
ed on the patients in the
Hummer Lab located in the
district hospital should be

sent to the patients
through WhatsApp.
Instructions were given for
100% blocking of patients
getting treatment with
Ayushman card in health
centres.

The Collector discussed
in detail about the arrange-
ment of human resources
necessary for the expan-
sion of health services in
the district. Discussion
was held regarding the
arrangement of PGMO
(Medicine) doctor, dentist,
OT technician, path lab as-
sistant and attendant and
data entry operator etc. for
CCU Pandri.

District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Akash
Chikara, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
Civil Surgeon Dr Prakash
Kumar Gupta and other
doctors of the health de-
partment and officers of
the concerned department
were present.

Constitution Day celebrated at Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University

Raipur, Nov 26:
Constitution Day was cele-
brated today at Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. Vice-
Chancellor Dr Girish
Chandel administered the
Constitution Day oath to
the professors, employees
and students of the uni-
versity. He garlanded the
portrait of Dr BR
Ambedkar, the founder of
Indian Constitution and
remembered his contribu-
tion in the making of the
Indian Constitution.

The Preamble of the
Indian Constitution was

read out on this occasion.
Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel said on the occa-
sion that the Constitution
of India was adopted by
the Constituent Assembly
of the country on 26
November 1949 and it was
implemented on 26
January 1950. While we
have been given many
rights by the Indian

Constitution, we have also
been given various duties
and responsibilities, he
said, adding that we
should protect our rights
as well as perform our du-
ties and responsibilities
with honesty and integrity
respecting the basic spirit
of the Indian Constitution.

Winners of the Rangoli,
Poster, Speech, Essay and

Quiz competitions organ-
ized by the Agriculture
College, Raipur were also
rewarded. The ceremony
was inaugurated by Dr KL
Nandeha and Dean
Student Welfare Dr GK
Srivastava also addressed.
Program Officer of
National Service Scheme
Dr Subuhi Nishad pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

Forest dept launches bird survey in
Kanger Valley National Park

Raipur, Nov 26: The for-
est department has for
the first time launched a
comprehensive and sci-
entific survey of birds in
Chhattisgarh’s Kanger
Valley National Park,
which is home to the state
bird hill mynah’, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The three-day exercise,
involving 56 experts from
11 states of the country,
was kicked off from
Friday in Kanger Valley,
located around 300 km
away from capital Raipur
in the Maoist-hit Bastar
district.

The jungle of Kanger
Valley, flanked by hills
and covered with sal
trees, is also famous for
reverberating Tirathgarh
waterfall and Kutumsar

limestone caves.
The survey will ascer-

tain the habits and popu-
lation of birds in the na-
tional park, and thereby
help in their manage-
ment and add new dimen-
sions to bird watching
under eco-tourism, the
national park’s director
Dhammshil Ganvir said.

This is a first such sur-
vey of birds conducted in
the state in the collabora-

tion with Bird Count
India and Wildlife of
Chhattisgarh. The trail
survey methodology with
e-bird application (an on-
line database of bird ob-
servations) is being used
in the process, he said.

Experts from
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala,
West Bengal, Odisha,

Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh have been
roped in for the exercise,
the official said.

Kanger Valley, which is
famous for its natural
beauty, biodiversity and
caves, also houses birds
found in the Western
Ghats and Eastern
Himalayas, he said. One
of the prime objectives of
the exercise is to check
the count of the state
bird hill mynah, which
was earlier facing the
threat of extinction, but
now its population is re-
portedly rising, the offi-
cial said. Apart from this,
the survey will help es-
tablish key hotspots for
further studies with a sci-
entific approach, he
added.

Man booked for posting
doctored video of
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Chhattisgarh police have
registered an offence
against a man for alleged-
ly posting a doctored video
on social media of pro-
Pakistani slogans being
raised during the
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, an official said on
Saturday.

A member of the
Congress legal cell lodged
a complaint in Raipur on
Friday, following which
an FIR was registered
against a man, who hails
from neighbouring
Madhya Pradesh, said
Satyaprakash Tiwari, the
station house officer of
Civil Lines police station

said. In his complaint, a
member of the Congress
legal cell Ankit Kumar
Mishra alleged that the
accused had on Friday
posted a doctored video
of the yatra on his
Twitter handle, in which
pro-Pakistan slogans
were raised, he said. An

offence has been regis-
tered under section 504
(intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach
of peace) and other rele-
vant provisions of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and a probe has been
launched, the official
said.
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Governor participates
in the closing ceremo-
ny of Audit Week-2022 

Nursing College at
AIIMS Celebrated the
9th Foundation Day

State-of-the-art
Simulation Lab for
Nursing Students

Jeevandeep committee
meeting in District
Hospital Pandri

Discussion held on the
arrangement of human
resources necessary
for the health services
of the district

Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel administers
the oath of following
the constitution

Placement Camp for
12th to Graduation
passed applicants

Raipur, Nov 26: With an
objective of providing em-
ployment opportunities to
the local educated unem-
ployed youth of
Chhattisgarh the District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will con-
duct Placement Camp at
District Employment
Office, Old Police
Headquarters Complex,
Raipur from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm Camp on
November 29. Sonata
Finance Pvt. Ltd., Raipur
will fill up 39 posts of HR
(MBA) and BRE (Business
Relationship Executive).
The selected candidates
will be recruited at the
salary of Rs 10 thousand
to Rs 15 thousand per
month. Applicants who
are eligible and willing to
attend the placement
camp have to be present
on the scheduled date and
venue.

Faculty members and students during the 9th Foundation Day of Nursing College at AIIMS.



Work is being done for empowering panchayats: Ashish

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  2266:: The
sarpanch, secretary review
meeting was held in the
Janpad Panchayat Berla
assembly hall and it concluded
under the chairmanship of
MLA Bemetara Ashish
Chhabra. First of all, the meet-
ing was started by garlanding
the photograph of
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.

In this meeting Ashish
Chhabra MLA Bemetara
reviewed the development
works being done in Berla
Janpad Panchayat and also
took information about the
development in his area from
the sarpanches present.
Working with transparency in
all villages, Panchayats should
work towards making them
strong and self-reliant for the
development of the village,
the government is making
plans for the development of
the village along with the

development of the villagers,
you are dedicated with all the
responsibility Work for the
development of the village,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
along with making the vil-
lagers self-reliant, work is
being done in the direction of
strengthening and empower-
ing the Panchayats in
Chhattisgarh. 

The former Prime Minister
of the country Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi took it
forward. Former PM Rajiv
Gandhi played an important
role in making the Panchayats
more empowered by bringing
in the Panchayati Raj system
and giving them many rights.
The rights of the Panchayats
never decreased. It has not
been done, all of you have to

understand your responsibili-
ty, along with the develop-
ment of the village, there
should be a dedicated spirit
towards the people living in
the village, only then our vil-
lage will be able to become
self-sufficient and empow-
ered. 

Chhabra asked to make vil-
lage ideal by using whatever
facilities are being provided by
the government, in the last
four years. Adequate funds
have been made available to
the panchayats for the devel-
opment of the village. The
facilities of road, drain, com-
munity building, Anganwadi
center building, school and
sub-health center building have
been provided, panchayats
have unlimited rights. The
funds received by them from

the government should be used
on the basis of priority for the
development of the village, he
added.

MLA  Chhabra directed the
Sarpanch secretaries that all
the public welfare schemes run
by the government should be
implemented smoothly, the
benefits of the scheme have to
reach the last person.

On this occasion, SDO
(Revenue) Berla YK Urvsha,
CEO District Panchayat Berla,
Swapnil Dhruv, Hira Devlal
Verma President District
Panchayat Berla, Rameshwar
Dewangan President BCC
Berla, Nawaz Khan V-P District
Panchayat Berla, Maujiram
Sahu MLA rep Kamal Sahu,
Mamta Sanju Verma President
Sarpanch Sangh Berla, Jeevan
Sahu, Mannu Nishad,
Ramkhilavan Pargania, Santosh
Sahu, Sandeep Sahu, Rajesh
Yadav, Mohit Sahu, Harsevak
Sinha, Birendra Pathak, Manish
Tandon, Bharti Sahu,  and a
large number of
Sarpanch/Secretaries including
Geetabai Yadav were present.

13.34 lakh MT of paddy procured in the state
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2266::  Since the incep-
tion of paddy procurement at sup-
port price in the state, about 13.34
lakh metric tonnes of paddy has
been purchased by the state gov-
ernment so far till Wednesday.
Nearly Rs 2803 crore has been
paid to 3 lakh 85 thousand 822
farmers in the lieu of paddy pur-
chase.

Meanwhile, along with paddy
procurement, the work of lifting
paddy for custom milling is also
going on at a rapid pace. About
5.73 lakh metric tonnes of paddy
has been lifted from the societies
for custom milling. An estimated
110 lakh metric tonnes of paddy

will be procured this year.
Due to the proper arrangement

of paddy procurement by the state
government, farmers are reaching
the paddy procurement centres
with great enthusiasm. The ‘Token
Tunhar Haath’ mobile app has
been developed by the state for
the convenience of farmers com-
ing to sell their paddy. Now they
do not have to wait in long queues
as they are getting tokens online
through the mobile app. Besides,
tokens are also being issued man-
ually in advance keeping in view
the convenience of farmers.

Food Secretary Topeshwar
Verma said that on November 23,

a total of 1,30,098 metric tonnes
of paddy has been procured from
38,498 farmers. Apart from this,
more than 23,666 metric tonnes of
paddy has been procured from
farmers who obtained online
tokens. About 50,283  offline
tokens and 7265 online tokens
have been issued across the state
for Thursday.

He added that the work of lift-
ing paddy for paddy is being done
simultaneously with the paddy
procurement like last year. So far,
D.O. has been issued for the lifting
of 8,46,831 metric tonnes of
paddy, in lieu of which 5 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy has been lifted

from the procurement centres.
The Food Secretary said that in

the current season, nearly 25.92
lakh farmers have been registered
in the state to sell paddy at the
state support price, including 2.23
lakh new registrations. As many
as 2568 procurement centres have
been set up for paddy procure-
ment in the state. This year, nor-
mal paddy is being purchased
from farmers at the rate of Rs
2040 per quintal and grade-A
paddy at Rs 2060 per quintal.
Strict vigil is being maintained
through check posts to prevent
illegal transportation of paddy
from border states.

Civic action program organized 
in village Fandiguda 

Konta, Nov 26: In Konta
block of Sukma district a
civic action program was
organized on Wednesday
under the aegis of
Headquarters 228
Battalion at Fandiguda vil-
lage. The function was
presided over by Asit
Kumar Choudhary,
Commandant, 228 CRPF
Battalion. Villagers of vil-
lage Fandiguda, Dhondra,
Chikalguda participated in
the civic action program.

Items used in their
daily/everyday life like
mosquito net, spade, pick-
axe, agricultural imple-
ments like spade, bucket,
spade were distributed.
Utensils used in the
kitchen of not only men
but also women villagers
such as Bhaguna frying
pan (tawa) etc. were dis-
tributed. Children also
took part in this program
with great enthusiasm.

School going boys and girls
were distributed writing
materials, notebooks, pen-
cils, school bags and sports
materials like cricket kit,
volleyball, net etc. for older
boys. Addressing the gen-
eral public on this occa-
sion, the Commandant
said that such programs
are to establish harmony,
sweetness and trust among
the personnel under gov-
ernment policies. There
should be no distance be-
tween the people and the
CRPF and the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes

should reach the common
man and the last people in
remote areas, these are the
underlying concepts of
such programs.

On this occasion,
Medical Officer of 228
Battalion CRPF and his
team had also organized a
medical camp in which
children, old and adults got
their health checked, con-
sulted and also took advan-
tage of free medicine dis-
tribution. In this program,
from time to time, Officer
Moj Kumar of 2nd
Command of 228 Battalion

CRPF told that along with
connecting people to the
mainstream, it creates a
feeling of patriotism in
their conscious and sub-
conscious mind.

As a female officer, the
second commanding offi-
cer, Mrs. Shweta empha-
sized on women’s health,
sending girls to school, ad-
mission and keeping in
mind the maternal nutri-
tion and child welfare of
pregnant women, the med-
icines and health benefits
they need.

On behalf of the
Chhattisgarh Police
Administration, Rohit
Kumar Shukla SDOP
Konta was also present, in
the end lunch was served
to all the villagers present
in the function by
Kanashiko Naggi, Subedar
Major, Inspector Satyendra
Singh and Subedar Major,
Inspector Satyendra
Singh, Assistant
Commandant of 228
Battalion. Farewell while
giving thanks.

Disneyland fair gets good response
Raipur, Nov 26: The
Disneyland Fair was inau-
gurated  by Chief Guest
Dr. Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsundar Das Ji
Maharaj at Ravanbhatha
Maidan, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bhatgaon.
Firoz Akhtar was also
present on this occasion.
The fair is getting very
good response.Visitors
have started purchasing
essential items as per their
requirement, children and
adults are enjoying the
swings. There are many
types of domestic and for-
eign swings, in which
more than one attraction
were added from time to
time. Among the many at-

tractions of the fair, there
is a ranger swing, in which
kids and adults are getting
a chance to enjoy. The di-
rector of the Disneyland
fair informed that there
are more than 150 stalls in
this fair where people can
make purchases of their
choice. Various types of
commercial stalls have
been set up here from

many states of India,
mainly: Handloom,
Sarees, Bedsheets, Wooden
Handicraft, Handicraft
Items of Bamboo, Fancy
Jewellery, toys for chil-
dren, Sofa Cover, Sofa
Cum Bed Household items
like bags, slippers are on
display here. There is a
wide variety of ladies gar-
ments. For the entertain-

ment of children and
adults, more than one
swing has been brought, in
which there is Tora-Tora
swing, which is manufac-
tured by the latest
Japanese technology and
runs on hydraulic system.
Apart from this, there is
also a children’s aero
plane, mini train, car
swing and Mickey Mouse
including break dance
swing, Columbus swing,
giant wheel, Silambo
swing and dragon swing.
Keeping in mind the taste
lovers along with shop-
ping and entertainment,
food stalls have been set up
in this fair, in which they
can enjoy delicious dishes.

Miniklub opens a new store in Raipur
Raipur, Nov 26: Miniklub
– India’s leading babywear
brand that offers a
thoughtfully crafted range
of apparel & baby care
products, open a new store
in Raipur. Located in
Labhandi, Raipur, the
newly launched stores
offer a wide range of safe
and comfy apparel and
non-apparel range for
newborns to 8-year-olds.
MiniKlub’s offerings in-
clude New Born essen-
tials, baby wear, kids fash-
ion, footwear, toys, travel,
baby care and much more
all under one roof, making
it a ideal choice for parents
in the city. Incepted in
2013, MiniKlub, from the
house of First Steps
Babywear, has emerged as
a fast-growing omni-chan-
nel brand with a presence
in over 450 plus multi-
brand outlets, leading e-re-
tailers and exclusive
brand stores - both physi-

cal and online. Having suc-
cessfully marked its pres-
ence in 26 cities with 45 ex-
clusive brand stores.
Inspired by the childhood
spirit, Miniklub takes ut-
most care while designing
the products for comfort
and safety of the babies.
Miniklub also takes pride
in following sustainable
manufacturing process

while bringing the best
quality products to the
market. The retailer today
operates 450+ multi-brand
outlets with a solid pres-
ence on e-commerce plat-
forms like Amazon,
Myntra, Flipkart and Ajio.
Miniklub also delivers
across India through their
own ecommerce platform
www.miniklub.in

Vivekanand Mahavidyalaya ‘V

Fiesta’ concludes with ‘Sur Sangam’

Raipur, Nov 26: As part
of the concluding event of
6 day long  ‘V Fiesta’ at
V i v e k a n a n d
Mahavidyalaya ‘Sur
Sangam’ was organized in
the college auditorium. At
the onset students paid
tributes to 26/11 martyrs
and thereafter partici-
pants presented songs in
their melodious voices
with Muskan Parekh as
inaugural participant.

The special jury member
Mrs Boby Mandal judged
the contestants along with
Commerce Department
Professor Dr Ashish
Dubey and Hindi
Department Professor Dr
Sushant Chakravorty. The
programme was conduct-
ed by Sahil Singh, Sapna
Yadav, Karan Sahu and
Alfia Parveen. In the com-
petition Anchal Verma B
Com-II, N Yogendra B
Com –I along with Anshu
Maharaj and Geetansh
Pratap Singh (B Com-II)
bagged first three spots.

The college along with
Agrasen College Purani
Basti is organising two
day workshop on
November 28 and 29. The
inauguration of workshop
will be at Vivekanand
Mahavidyalaya and con-
clusion at Agrasen
College

CAIT CG Chapter registered traders
in Bharat E-Mart portal

Raipur, Nov 26: Senior
National Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal and media in-
charge Sanjay Chaubey
said that CAIT CG
Chapter  registered the
traders of Millennium
Plaza  in Bharat E-Mart
portal.

CAIT CG Chapter’s
State President Mr.
Jitendra Doshi and State
General Secretary Mr.
Surinder Singh said that
CAIT CG under the leader-
ship of Chhattisgarh
Computer and Media
Dealers Association
President Mr. Deepak
Vidhani. The traders of
Millennium Plaza were

registered in Bharat E-
Mart portal by CAIT CG
Chapter. In which the first
registration was done by
Jugal Kishore of Gemini
Computer. Along with
this, 7 other traders of
Millennium Plaza got
their Bharat E-Mart regis-
tered in the portal. Mr
Doshi and Singh further
informed that ‘Bharat E-
Mart Portal’ was launched
by CAIT on  October 30,
2020 on the e-commerce
portal in which all the big
and small traders of the
country can open their
shops, which is completely
free, in this the traders
will not have to pay any
kind of commission.

In the Bharat E-Mart
portal, the current busi-
ness system from the man-
ufacturer to the end con-
sumer, which is currently
running offline, has been
electrified in the same way.
With this, where on one
hand the existing supply
chain on online will be
strengthened, on the other
hand there will be a big in-
crease in the business of
private shops of traders
across the country.

Through this portal,
now the shops of the
traders of India will re-
main open for 24 hours.
CAIT CG Chapter,
Working President  Mr.
Parmanand Jain said that

CAIT is the apex organiza-
tion of traders of the
country, with which more
than 40 thousand business
organizations are associat-
ed, through which CAIT
represents 8 crore traders
of the country. It is the
biggest supply chain in the
whole world.

CAIT CG Chapter ap-
peals to all the traders of
the state to register their
shops in the Bharat E-
Mart portal. The office
bearers of CAIT CG chap-
ter present on the occasion
were  Parmanand Jain,
Surinder Singh, Jai
Nanwani, Avneet Singh,
Vijay Patel, Deepak
Vidhani and others.

EPFO, Regional Office,
Raipur recovers Rs. 9.9 cr

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Regional P.F. Office
(EPFO), Raipur has re-
covered an amount of Rs.
9.9 crore from the estab-
lishments who were not
complying with the EPF
and MP Act, 1952. It is
pertinent to mention
here that as per the sta-
tus of November 2022,
Recovery Certificates
were issued to 1332 de-
faulter establishments of
the Chhattisgarh State
for recovery of Rs.
1706.54. Likewise, Show
Cause Notices were is-

sued to the 32 default es-
tablishments before is-
suance of Warrant of ar-
rest against them under
CP25 of the EPF Act.

The Regional P.F.
Commissioner, Abhishek
Kumar informed that the
Office is also initiating
action against the estab-
lishments for delayed re-
mittance of P.F. and allied
dues. He also informed
that as on date an
amount of Rs. 909.48 (in
lakh) has been recovered
from 132 defaulter estab-
lishments and the recov-
ery procedure against
rest establishments are
underway.

Under this recovery
campaign, an amount of
Rs. 4,35,92731 has been re-
covered from one of the

biggest establishments of
Chhattisgarh State i.e.
M/s P.M. AawasYojana,
P.F. Code number
CG/2076166 by attaching
its Bank Accounts.
Abhishek Kumar added
that in guidance and lead-
ership of Zonal Head,
Pankaj, ACC (Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh) the coer-
cive actions against the
default establishments for
recovery of dues will be
continued and also made
an appeal to all the de-
faulting establishments to
remit the outstanding
dues immediately in
order to avoid any legal
action, informs a release
issued by Dr.Sudershan
Bhaladhare, Regional P.F.
Commissioner-II.

Chief Secretary reviews
construction works of NHs

Raipur, Nov 26: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has instructed the offi-
cials to complete the dis-
tribution of compensa-
tion to the affected people,
the process of pending
land acquisition, felling of
trees, identification of as-
sets and the process of
passing their awards in
all the districts involved
in the construction work
of national highways.

Jain has given instruc-
tions to speed up the work
on national highways and
roads to be built under
the Bharat Mala project.
He  said that construction
of roads should be done
in those areas for which
the process has been com-
pleted. It has been asked
to ensure security
arrangements for road-
bridge-culverts being con-

structed in sensitive
areas. In the meeting of
the High Power
Committee on National
Highway works held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, the
National Highways
Authority of India and
the state’s approved proj-
ects and progressing
works related to National

Highways, Public Works
Department and Police
Housing Corporation in
sensitive areas.

The progress of the
roads being constructed
was reviewed. DGP Mr.
Ashok Juneja also attend-
ed the meeting. Secretary
Public Works Mr.
Siddharth Komal
Pardeshi, Secretary
Revenue Mr. N.N. Ekka,

Additional Director
General of Police (Naxal)
Mr. Vivekanand Sinha,
Secretary Energy Mr.
Ankit Anand, Collectors
of concerned districts,
Superintendents of
Police, Forest
Department officers,
National Highways and
Public Works Department
officials participated in
the meeting.
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Reviews devp 
works in Berla Janpad
Panchayat

Under the aegis of 228
CRPF Battalion

From defaulter 
establishments

State level high power
committee meeting
concludes

Police takes action against drug and cough syrup smugglers

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2266::  Under the
leadership of DIG and SSP
Jitendra Singh Meena, continu-
ous action is being taken by
Bastar Police by running a cam-
paign against criminal elements.
In this sequence, the Bastar po-
lice has again got success in tak-
ing action against the smugglers
who sell and collect intoxicating
pills and medicines. 

It is to be known that police
station Kotwali had received in-
formation that illegal and
banned drugs and syrups were
being smuggled by some person
in Kumharpara area. On informa-

tion, under the guidance of DIG
and SSP JS Meena and under the
supervision of ASP Nivedita Paul,
City SP Vikas Kumar, a team was
formed under the leadership of
DSP (Probationary) Ashish
Netam, Inspector Dhananjay
Sinha, Eman Sahu. 

Team was sent towards
Kumharpara chouk for action.
Two suspicious persons were

identified by the said team in
Kumharpara Chowk and caught
by siege. On inquiry, both of
them disclosed their names as
Bhavesh Verma alias Raja R/o
Kumharpara and Satyanarayan
Soni R/o Bhairamdev Ward. On
searching their bags, they found
Malenet syrup, 100 vials each
containing 100 ml syrup total
quantity 10 litres, Pivan Spas

Plus capsule 224 and Alprazolam
tablet 160 no's. All these medi-
cines come under the category
of banned and narcotic medi-
cines. 

On inquiry regarding the pos-
session of the said banned medi-
cine and syrup, no statutory doc-
ument was presented regarding
the possession of the said drug
and syrup. It may be noted that
among the arrested accused,
Bhavesh Verma alias Raja
Parchanpal is posted in
Government ITI as a regular gov-
ernment servant for the past
several years. 

Those who knew him told that
he himself is addicted to these
banned drugs. While consuming
these drugs, Bhavesh Verma
alias Raja became a drug smug-
gler. After the death of his father,
he got a compassionate appoint-
ment in Government ITI

Parchanpal. However, since the
act of the accused arrested in the
case comes under the purview of
the NDPS Act, the crime has
been registered against the ac-
cused under section 21 of the
NDPS Act in the Police Station
Kotwali and has been taken up
for investigation. The value of the
confiscated property has been
estimated at Rs.17,030/-. In the
case, the accused Bhavesh
Verma alias Raja and
Satyanarayan Soni were arrested
and sent to the court on judicial
remand.
Gazetted Officer Ashish Netam,
Inspector Dhananyaj Sahu, Eman
Sahu, Sub Inspector Manoj
Tirkey, Amit Sidar, Assistant Sub
Inspector Nilambar Nag,
Constable Prakash Nayak, Ravi
Sardar, Bhupendra Netam have
played an important role in this
episode.

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Nov 26: A District
Road Safety Committee
meeting was organized
under the chairmanship of
District Collector Sanjeev
Jha, in which the Collector
inquired about the overall
road safety scenario, ef-
forts made related to road
safety in the district, major
causes of road accidents,
accident control measures
and road safety awareness.

The Collector took infor-
mation from the officials
of the Transport
Department about the
overload, action taken on
the vehicles and the pro-
gram and plan related to
road safety and gave in-
structions in the meeting
to prevent road accidents,
use rumble strip, control
over speeding and use nec-
essary safety means and

directed to take necessary
action to remove haphaz-
ardly parked vehicles in
TP Nagar of Municipal
Corporation area.

Apart from this, the
Collector also inquired
about the health depart-
ment's condition of the
trauma center in the dis-
trict and arrangements
for quick treatment of the
injured in road accidents,
wherein he directed
CMHO Dr. SN Kesari to
ensure arrangement of
necessary surgeon, ortho-
pedician, ENT and anes-

thetic doctor in the CHC
Katghora hospital adja-
cent to the National
Highway in the district.
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh, Additional
Collector Vijendra Patle,
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Prabhakar Pandey, Joint
Collector Shiv Banerjee,
Korba SDM Seema Patre
and officers of PWD,
Transport, Health
Department and other de-
partments were promi-
nently present in the
meeting.
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Masturi, Nov 26: After the
ambitious scheme of the
state government, Narva,
Garva, Ghurva, Bari,
Gouthan was constructed
in village panchayats years
ago for the purpose of keep-
ing animals safe and pro-
tected in rural areas. Now
the same Gouthan has been
linked to the Rural
Industrial Park scheme
(RIPA). Under this,
Gouthan has to be devel-
oped as Rural Industrial
Park.

Along with this, the peo-
ple of rural areas will have
to be made self-reliant and
capable by providing vari-
ous types of employment.
This will now provide em-
ployment opportunities to
rural women groups and
unemployed rural people.
For this, the government
has also made a provision

for the unemployed to get
loan from the bank at 0%
interest. Under this
scheme, every year two
gram panchayats will be se-
lected in every block of the
state and Gouthan will be
developed as an industrial

park at a cost of crores of
rupees. In the same se-
quence, funds have been ap-
proved by selecting two
gram panchayats of
Masturi block, Parsadaved
and Beltukri in Bilaspur
district. Now these con-

cerned Gram Panchayats
will be able to give a con-
crete shape to works cost-
ing crores of rupees.

In this regard, Amit
Kumar Banjare, the sec-
tional officer of Rural
Engineering Service sub-

division, said that the lay-
out work has been complet-
ed for the construction
work in Parsadaved and
Beltukari Gouthan to start
this scheme soon as per the
intention of the govern-
ment. Now the construc-
tion work has been started.

The following types of
construction work have
been selected to develop
Gouthan as an industrial
park, viz. chain link fenc-
ing and compound con-
struction; CC Road
Construction; Training
Room Construction; Shed
construction in Ripa cam-
pus; Chowkidar Room;
RCC drain construction;
Community Toilet;
Mushroom Product Unit;
Detergent Production Unit;
Paver block street construc-
tion; Bore mining and
water supply; CC Street
Construction; Fly Ash
Bricks Production Unit;

Awareness campaign on
human trafficking organized 

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 26: To raise
awareness against people
involved in crimes such as
human trafficking, vio-
lence, deception or coer-
cion, torturing people, and
forcing them to work
against their will, a team of
Red Rope Movement youths,
working in the field of
human trafficking did a
awareness cum counseling

program, regarding aware-
ness among the students of
Swami Atmanand English,
Hindi Medium School, Kota
here. During this, Block
Education Officer Mr. SK
Deep, Principal Mr. BL
Aurasa, Headmaster Mr. T.
Srinivasa Vasu, students
and teachers of class ninth
to twelfth were present.
This team also informed the
students of Kanya Uma
Shala Konta, Eklavya
Vidyalaya Konta and Pota
Cabin Konta by connecting
them with their campaign.

Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 26:
According to the order of
the Inspector General of
Police and under the direc-
tion of Superintendent of
Police Mr. Uday Kiran,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Mrs.

Archana Jha, SDOP Mr.
Ashok Vadegaonkar, DSP
Mr. I. Tirkey and Scientific
Officer of Science
Laboratory, District
Prosecution Officer, a joint
workshop was organized
for the doctors of the dis-
trict hospital and commu-
nity health center and the
in-charge of all the police
stations and the reviewers.

In the conference, infor-
mation was given by the
senior officers, mainly
about the errors in the in-
terpretation and the collec-
tion of evidence through
the scientific method and
in relation to practical
problems and diagnosis;
discussions were held in
the said workshop.

Senior scientific officer
of Science Laboratory,
Bilaspur Praveen Soni, Dr.
Sandeep Vaishnav, Senior

Scientific Officer of
Science Laboratory
Raipur, Fingerprint
Expert Vidya Johar,
Assistant Public
Prosecution Officer
Ashutosh Shriwas and
Sanjeev Rai, Government
Advocate Mr. Pankaj
Nagaich, Dr. Abhimanyu
Singh, Dr. Shanti Rai,
Zaheer Khan, B.M. O
Marwahi Mr.
Harshvardhan and many
other experts were present.

Constitution Day 
celebrated at Monnet DAV

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 26:
Monnet DAV Public
School, located at Mandir
Hasaud, Raipur has cele-
brated the Indian
Constitution Day -2022 in
its special morning as-
sembly.

Constitution Day also
known as 'Samvidhan
Divas', is celebrated in our
country on 26th November
every year to commemo-
rate the adoption of the
Constitution of India. On
26th November 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of
India adopted the

Constitution of India,
which came into effect
from 26th January 1950.

In order to instill the
ethos, principles and val-
ues of Indian Constitution
which is a life line of all
our people, a special
morning assembly was
conducted. Raj Kumar
Sharma, Principal of the
school, spoke at length
about the values of the
constitution and read the
preamble in the assembly
of 38 teachers, 6 non teach-
ing staff members and
1000 students.

An Inter-House
Extempore Competition
for the students of senior
classes was also organised
in which the students de-
livered their views on vari-
ous aspects of Indian
Constitution.

An in-house Teachers Capacity Building Training at Allons
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 26: The
first session of an in-house
training programme at
Allons Public School
Bemetara concluded on
25th November 2022 as per
the guidelines of the
Centre of Excellence,
CBSE. It started from 17th
October, 2022. Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal is nomi-
nated as the District
Training Coordinator for
imparting the trainings to
develop the capacities of
the teachers of the school
signified as the Hub of
Learning.

All of the teachers and
Principal delivered their
PowerPoint Presentations
with relia, pictures,
posters, flip charts, flash
card, audio visual aids and
timers for developing the
capacities of each other.
The Capacity-building
Programmes are the
processes of developing
and strengthening the
skills, instincts, abilities,

processes and resources
that organizations and
communities need to sur-
vive, adapt, and thrive in a
fast-changing world.

The Capacity building
activities can include lead-
ership development and
planning for future collab-
oration. At an individual
level, examples of capacity
building activities can
consist of training and
mentorships. The organi-
zational capacity building
activities tend to focus on
a broader scale. The main
objective of the capacity
building and training ac-
tivities is to create, en-
hance and develop capaci-
ties of the teachers.

The teachers of the
school are getting online
training from the Centre
Of Excellence, CBSE of
more than 25 hours dura-
tion using the CBSE
Training Portal, Diksha,
Nishtha, Parakh, PMe-
Vidya & Shiksha apps.
With the help of the online
training the teachers re-

ceived their capacity
building training. Firstly,
the resource person deliv-
ered the content of the
training. Secondly, the
teachers removed their
doubts from the resource
person.

Thirdly, the question-
naires were distributed to

the teachers for the evalu-
ation of the training.
Finally, the certificates
were given to the teachers
in the morning assembly
who obtained more than
40% marks in the ques-
tionnaires for their moti-
vation. The moderation
team had Dr. Satyajit Hota

as the head and the teach-
ers Balbir Singh, Xavier
Joseph, Akram Reza.

The topics of the in-
house training for develop-
ing the capacities of the
teachers were - Value
Education by Balbir
Singh, Dr. Anurag
Tripathi, Rakesh Yadav &

Ms. Shriya. , Promotion of
safe use of internet gadg-
ets and media by
Abhishek Mishra,
Classroom management
by K. Thakur ,Effective
communication skills /
Protection of child right
by Xavier Joseph, Art inte-
gration Learning in sci-

ence by. M. K. Chauhan,
Gender sensitivity in
schools by Akram Reza,
Bloom Taxonomy by S.
Rana, Teaching strategies
in Hindi by Mrs. P. Patle ,
Dr. J. K. kulmitra & Mrs.
Renuka Kale, Values and
responsible citizenship by
Mrs. Sushma Arora
Chopra, Adolescents
Education Program by
Abid Ali, Anger free
schools/ classes by
Sandeep Banarjee,
Gamification in learning
by Mrs. S. Thakur, Gender
equality by K.K. Mohanty
& Mrs. G. Jena, Career
guidance by Ved Prakash,
Art integration in school
by  Hariom Soni, Stress
management by Umesh
Kale, Experiential learn-
ing by Ayan Pramanik,
Nutrition, health and san-
itation by Ms. P.
Nagamani, Critical and
creative thinking by T.
Shrinivas Rao, Problems
of adolescent and its solu-
tion by Arun Kumar Pal,
Promotion of healthy

lifestyle by Rahul Solanki,
21st Century Skills by Ms.
Pratiksha Awasthi, NEP-
2020 / Critical and cre-
ative thinking by Sandeep
Kumar.

The training pro-
gramme for building the
capacities of the teachers
became very fruitful and
successful. It created an
awareness for teaching
more effectively. Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal
will impart such trainings
for the teachers of the
other schools of
Bemetara district also.

While appreciating the
teaching training pro-
gram, Kamaljit Arora, the
chairman of the school
Management and Mr.
Pushkal Arora, Director
said that today's children
are the builders of the fu-
ture generation. Such
programs should be or-
ganized from time to
time, so that the knowl-
edge of both the teachers
and the taught can grow
continuously.
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p Bhavesh Verma is in
govt job among the
arrested accused

p By GPM Police

p At SAGEMS Kota

Joint one-day workshop
organized on forensic sciences

Construction work of Gouthans in progress: Banjare
In Parsadaved and Beltukari of Masturi block

Collector chairs District Road
Safety Committee meeting
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‘Indian democracy came out of Vedas’
Amaravati, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Constitution Day
was celebrated here on
Saturday, where Andhra
Pradesh Governor
B i s w a b h u s a n
Harichandan noted that
several provisions of the
Indian Constitution could
be related to the harmony
of existence in Vedic liter-
ature, fundamental unity
and right to life.

The Governor and Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy paid floral tributes
to the portrait of architect
of Indian Constitution, Dr
B R Ambedkar, at a state
function held in
Vijayawada.

The Governor read out
the Preamble of the
Constitution, which the
dignitaries present repeat-
ed.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Governor noted
that it was a matter of

pride that India was the
“mother of democracy”.

“Democracy has come
out of Vedas. There is
plenty of evidence in ar-
chaeological monuments,
literary works, numismat-
ic, epigraphical and spiri-
tual scriptures, which es-
tablish that the system of
democracy evolved in
Bharat ages ago,” he said.

The principles of ‘dhar-
ma’ or natural law found
their way into the

Constitution in the form of
fundamental rights.
“Dharma as we all know
was a duty-based legal sys-
tem but the current legal
system became a rights-
based one. The human
rights and fundamental
rights are derived from
dharma, evidence of
which is available in
Rigveda,” he pointed out.

The Governor said the
concept of welfare state
also had roots in dharma.

Harichandan recalled
that an attempt was made
to attack democracy once
in 1975 when the
Emergency was imposed.
“There was darkness in
the constitutional field all
over India. Rights of citi-
zens, including freedom of
speech, were withdrawn.
The subsequent Janata
Party government made
an amendment (to the
Constitution) that it will
now be difficult to murder

democracy again,” the
Governor remarked.

Referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
stance on the Russia-
Ukraine war, the
Governor noted that India
was now playing a key role
in international politics.

“Despite several pres-
sures, the Prime Minister
took a neutral stand.
Everybody is now praising
Prime Minister Modi as he
said the era of war is over
and era of peace has
come,” Harichandan
added.

In his address, Jagan
Mohan Reddy observed
that the Constitution has
been “our social reformer’
for the past 72 years.

“It is the rule book that
teaches discipline to 140
crore people, a guide that
shows us the (right) path.
It is a philosopher, teacher
and a symbol of our sover-
eignty,” Reddy said.

‘BJP, RSS have no faith in Constitution’
Manihar (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Sangh Parivar and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
ignored or misused the
Constitution but are now in-
dulging in the “gimmick” of
celebrating Constitution Day,
senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said here on
Saturday.

Since 2015, November 26 is
observed as Constitution Day
to commemorate the adoption
of the Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly in 1949.
Earlier, the day was observed

as Law Day.
“The (Rashtriya

Swayamsevak) Sangh and
BJP have absolutely no faith

in the Constitution,” said
Ramesh amid his party’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra which was
passing through Manihar in
Madhya Pradesh’s Khargone
district.

“These people, who ignore
and misuse the Constitution,
are today involved in the gim-
mick of celebrating
Constitution Day,” said
Ramesh, Congress’s media
head. The ideology to which
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi belongs played no role in
the framing of the
Constitution, he said.

“After Independence, the
Sangh and Hindu Mahasabha
were against the Constitution
and they never accepted the
Constitution,” he claimed.

Dr B R Ambedkar, who
headed the Constituent
Assembly’s drafting commit-
tee, gave credit to the
Congress for the passage of
the constitution even though
he was not a Congress mem-
ber, Ramesh further claimed.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra would be reaching
Mhow, Ambedkar’s birth-
place, in the evening.

‘BJP led NDA will form board in MADC’
Aizawl, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Mizoram BJP unit presi-
dent Vanlalhmuaka on
Saturday claimed that the
BJP led National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) will form the board
in Mara Autonomous
District Council (MADC)
in south Mizoram’s Siaha
district.

The BJP president’s an-
nouncement came a day
after the Mizo National
Front (MNF)-Congress

coalition board in MADC
headed by H Malvin of
Congress as Chief

Executive Member (CEM)
was voted out in a no-con-
fidence motion.

Three MNF members
voted in favour of the no-
confidence motion,
Vanlalhmuaka claimed.

“We will stake claim to
form the board in Mara
council next week. We
may form a complete BJP
led board if the three MNF
members are willing to
join the party and if not
we will form the NDA led
board as MNF is also our

ally at the Centre,”
Vanlalhmuaka told a news
conference here.

He claimed that two
more MNF members will
also join the proposed
coalition board besides the
three members, who voted
in favour of the no confi-
dence motion on Friday.

“Seat or portfolio shar-
ing is being discussed be-
tween BJP and MNF mem-
bers at the MADC head-
quarters in Siaha,” he
said.

More Muslim scholars in Kerala vent 
out at football craze among youth

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov 26 (PTI): 

A day after Samastha
Kerala Jam-Iyyathul
Ulama, a prominent
Muslim body, criticised
the soccer-crazy youth
in Kerala, more Islamic
scholars have come out
against people spend-
ing time to watch foot-
ball matches and wor-
shipping the players as
idols saying it was just
“foolishness”.

Salafi preacher
Abdul Muhisin Aydeed
asked what was the
benefit for an individ-
ual and the society if a
particular team wins
the match in the ongo-
ing World Cup in Qatar.

He said the football
matches give no benefit

to the society as well as
to the families of the
individuals but still
several people are lav-
ishing praise on this
football craze among
youth.

“The valuable time of
human life is just killed
by watching this game.
Anyone, this society or
your parents are bene-
fitting out of this? Still,
people are showing en-
mity over this game
and fighting each other
on road,” the scholar
said in a function.

“What a foolishness
it is,” he asked.

The video of a por-
tion of the speech was
posted on the cleric’s
Facebook account.

Another scholar

Perode Abdurahman
Saqafi also reportedly
slammed erecting
cutouts of star players
and sought the imme-
diate intervention of
the religious leader-
ship against the foot-
ball craze among the
Muslim youths.

Nasar Faizy
Koodathayi, general
secretary of the Qutba
committee under the
Samastha Kerala Jam-
Iyyathul Ulama, on
Friday had expressed
concern over football
fans spending so much
money on the cutouts
of Argentina’s Lionel
Messi, Portugal’s
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Neymar Jr of Brazil.

He lamented that

students were losing
interest in studies due
to the games in Qatar.

“It is not right to
wave the flag of
Portugal which
colonised many coun-
tries,” the cleric said,
adding that it was not
right for Indians to re-
spect and wave the
flags of other nations.

State Education
Minister V Sivankutty
and Indian Union
Muslim League leader
M K Muneer had re-
acted against the state-
ment of Samastha
leader by saying
watching football and
becoming fans of foot-
ball legends were part
of one’s personal free-
dom.

Art exhibition explores elements
of Indian mythology, folk lore

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A new solo show by vet-
eran artist Bratin Khan
here explores the subjects
of Indian mythology, reli-
gion and folk lore in a dis-
tinct style that is inspired
by Rajasthani miniature
paintings and the Bengal
school of art.

The show, “Songs of
Amity”, is organised here
by Arushi Arts and curat-
ed by Payal Kapoor.

With nature as an inte-
gral element in his works,
Khan has reminisced his
childhood in rural Bengal
where he grew up sur-
rounded by greenery.

“Primarily the journey
began with worshipping

the nature, through many
landscape paintings. I was
born and brought up in a
village in North of Bengal.
In my early age there was
no electricity even at that
time. So I have strong
memory of dawn, twilight,
moonlit night. Absolute
greenery. I could smell the
jungle, aroma of flowers in
morning and evening,”
Khan said.

After having painted on
subjects associated with
nature for years into his
career, Khan has been fo-
cussing on the “Creator”
and paying his tribute “to
the Lord through my can-
vases”. “I love to paint the
blue God ‘Krishna’ though
he has come with human

body; he painted himself
blue, to make him sepa-
rate from the normal
human beings. So it is my
tribute to the Lord,” the
artist added. In a series of
paintings titled “Anand”,
Khan has depicted the
child form of lord
Krishna.

“Anand is a series
where I have been paint-
ing the Lord as a child;
‘Anand’ the childhood
pleasure, playfulness, has
created its own language,
own atmosphere, its own
identity. It is not an illus-
tration of religious epics.
Though it may link some
common references from
epics or Indian mytholo-
gy,” he said.

PROTEST MARCH

Samyukt Kisan Morcha members stage a protest march towards Governor House 
to submit a memorandum of farmers’ demands, in Kolkata, Saturday. 

NAGAR KIRTAN 

Sikh devotees partcipate in a ‘nagar kirtan’ ahead of martyrdom day of Guru Tegh

Bahadur, at Golden temple in Amritsar, Saturday.

BRIEF

Booked  
 Mumbai: The

Mumbai Police have
registered a case
against 17 foreign na-
tionals, including 10
women, after they
were found taking part
in a Bollywood film
shoot in suburban
Dahisar without a
work visa, an official
said on Saturday. The
case was registered
late on Friday night,
he said.

Tigress dead 
 Bhopal: A tigress was

found dead with in-
jury marks in a forest
of Madhya Pradesh’s
Raisen district, a for-
est official said on
Saturday. According to
the forest department,
the carcass of a ti-
gress, aged around five
years, was found in
Garhi forest range on
Thursday.

Dismiss
 New Delhi: A Delhi

court on Saturday dis-
missed a plea by jailed
AAP minister
Satyendar Jain seek-
ing direction to Tihar
officials to provide
him special food items
according to his reli-
gious beliefs. Special
judge Vikas Dhull dis-
missed the application
noting the jail admin-
istration’s submission
that no special facility
is provided to any pris-
oner and Jain was al-
lowed to avail all facili-
ties under law, like
other inmates.

Suspects 
 Chandigarh: The

Border Security Force
opened fire after notic-
ing suspicious move-
ment along the inter-
national border in
Punjab’s Pathankot
district, said an offi-
cial on Saturday. The
movement of two sus-
pects from Pakistan
was spotted on Friday
evening, he said,
adding that the sus-
pects were captured at
the thermal camera of
the BSF.

Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde during his visit to
Kamakhya temple in
Guwahati, Saturday.

Biswabhusan Harichandan 

Vanlalhmuaka 

Jairam Ramesh

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE

Aymara women dressed as Christmas elves dance during the annual Christmas Parade in La Paz, Bolivia. The pa-
rade is organized by the merchants of the annual Christmas Fair, who dress as stars, elves, angels, snowflakes,
reindeers and other traditional figures associated with the holidays. 
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Kathmandu, Nov 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali
Congress-led ruling coali-
tion on Saturday main-
tained its lead in Nepal’s
parliamentary elections,
winning 77 seats out of the
150 declared so far under
the direct voting electoral
system.

In the 275-member
House of Representatives,
165 seats will be elected
through direct voting,
while the remaining 110
will be elected through a
proportional electoral sys-
tem.

A party or a coalition

needs 138 seats to win a
clear majority in the
House.

The Nepali Congress
(NC) has won 51 seats
alone under the direct vot-
ing system.

Its allies — CPN-Maoist
Centre and CPN-Unified
Socialist have won 16 and
10 seats. The Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party and
Rastriya Janamorcha
have bagged four and one
seat respectively. They all
are part of the ruling al-
liance.

The Opposition alliance
led by former premier K P
Sharma Oli-led CPN-UML
has bagged 49 seats.

Ruling Nepali Congress-led alliance

maintains lead in general elections

Islamabad, Nov 26 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
have jointly inaugurated a
corvette warship built by
Turkiye for the Pakistani
Navy under a strategic co-
operation project, a media
report said on Saturday.

Sharif, who along with
a delegation of ministers
and officials is on a two-
day visit to Turkiye at the
invitation of the Turkish
President, during the in-
auguration on Friday said
that the launch of PNS
Khyber represents the
deepening of defence co-
operation between the
two nations, the state-run
Associated Press of
Pakistan reported.

“It was high time that
Pakistan and Turkiye
transform their ties into a
strategic partnership as

the world was envious of
the relationship between
two brotherly countries,”
Sharif said during the in-
auguration of PNS
Khyber at the Istanbul
shipyard.

He said that the launch
of the ship manifested the
deep bilateral engage-

ment between the two
countries in defence coop-
eration.

PNS Khyber is third of
the four corvette ships
that has been built by
Turkiye for the Pakistani
Navy under a joint coop-
eration project.

Under the project,

Turkiye was tasked to
build four corvette war-
ships for the Pakistan
Navy— two in Istanbul
and two in Karachi.

The first corvette war-
ship for the Pakistan
Navy known as PNS
Babar was launched in
Istanbul in August 2021
while the foundation
stone for the second ship
PNS Badr was laid in
Karachi in May 2022, an-
other report on the inau-
guration ceremony by the
Dawn newspaper said.

The warships have been
built by ASFAT inc, a
Turkish state-owned de-
fence contractor firm.

Sharif during the inau-
guration informed that
the fourth warship would
be delivered in February
2025.

Sharif on the occasion
called for the need to en-
hance trade between
Pakistan and Turkiye.

Pak PM Sharif, Turkiye Prez Erdogan jointly
inaugurate new warship for Pakistani Navy

Beijing, Nov 26 (PTI):

China held a meeting
this week with 19 coun-
tries from the Indian
Ocean region in which
India was conspicuously
absent. The China
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development Cooperation
Agency (CIDCA), an or-
ganisation connected with
the Chinese Foreign
Ministry held a meeting of
the China-Indian Ocean
Region Forum on
Development Cooperation
on November 21, in which
19 countries took part, ac-
cording to a press release
issued by the organisa-
tion.

The meeting was held in
a hybrid manner under
the theme of “Shared
Development: Theory and
Practice from the
Perspective of the Blue
Economy” in Kunming,
Yunnan Province, it said.

Representatives of 19
countries, including
Indonesia, Pakistan,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Maldives,

Nepal, Afghanistan, Iran,
Oman, South Africa,
Kenya, Mozambique,
Tanzania, Seychelles,
Madagascar, Mauritius,
Djibouti, Australia and
representatives of 3 inter-
national organisations
were present, it said. India
was reportedly not invit-
ed, according to informed
sources here. Last year,
China held a meeting with
some South Asian coun-
tries on COVID-19 vaccine
cooperation without the
participation of India.
CIDCA is headed by Luo
Zhaohui, the former Vice
Foreign Minister and
Ambassador to India.
According to the official
website of the organisa-
tion, he is the Secretary of
the CPC (the ruling
Communist Party of
China) Leadership Group
of CIDCA.

CIDCA’s official website
said the aims of the organ-
isation is to formulate
strategic guidelines, plans
and policies for foreign
aid, coordinate and offer
advice on major foreign

aid issues, advance the
country’s reforms in mat-
ters involving foreign aid,
and identify major pro-
grammes, supervise and
evaluate their implemen-
tation.

During his tour of Sri
Lanka in January this
year, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi pro-
posed to establish a
“forum on the develop-
ment of Indian Ocean
Island Countries.”

When asked whether
the CIDCA meeting is the
same that is proposed by
Wang, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry here has
clarified to the media that
the November 21 meeting
was not part of it.

At the November 21
meeting, China has pro-
posed to establish a ma-
rine disaster prevention
and mitigation
cooperation mechanism
between China and coun-
tries in the Indian Ocean
region, the CIDCA press
release said. China is
ready to provide neces-
sary financial, material,

and technical support to
countries in need, it said.

China is vying for influ-
ence in the strategic
Indian Ocean region with
substantial investments
in ports and infrastruc-
ture investments in sever-
al countries, including
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
While China has estab-
lished a full-fledged naval
base in Djibouti, its first
outside the country,
Beijing has acquired the
Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka on a 99-year lease
besides building the port
at Pakistan’s Gwadar in
the Arabian Sea opposite
India’s western coast be-
sides infrastructure in-
vestments in the
Maldives. The Chinese
forum apparently is
aimed at countering
India’s strong influence in
the Indian Ocean region
where India-backed or-
ganisations like the
Indian Ocean Rim
Association, (IORA),
which has a membership
of 23 countries have taken
strong roots.

China holds its first meeting with 19 countries
in Indian Ocean region without India



Mediation ecosystem in India 

There is no alternative to medita-
tion as Alternative Dispute
Redressal (ADR). Arbitration has
also not proved to be successful in
India.  Mediation has huge
prospects of success in India. 

What is needed is a strong will,
good intention, robust infrastruc-
ture, adequate mediation centres,
ample, trained and qualified profes-
sionals of full time mediators, effec-
tive Court annexed mediation cen-
tres, highly credible mediation serv-
ice providers and more than ade-
quate funds and continuous govern-
ment engagement. There is a need
to have a separate department of
ADR, a separate ministry which
should solely look after successful
implementation and regulation of
mediation. The time has come to
shun the adversarial system of jus-
tice and adopt amicable resolution
of disputes with the help of capable
mediators. While pre-litigation me-
diation being made compulsory in
commercial disputes is a welcome
idea, the success will depend upon
the choice of the mediator who will
play the most important role. The
negotiating skills of the person to

act as mediator and having knowl-
edge of the nature of disputes is the
key to its success.

How mediation can prove to
be effective exercise specially

in commercial space
In disputes, particularly in the

commercial space, parties are gen-
erally willing to resolve their differ-
ences through an amicable resolu-
tion process. They are not only will-
ing, perhaps, they feel more com-
pelled to take recourse to a media-
tion like process, given the current
system of justice which is rife with
long delays, unfairly costly litigation
and several other ill reputations of
the judicial system. Arbitration in
India is no better.

Skill of successful mediators lay-
ing emphasis on the growing need of
mediation the question which arises
is that what should be the skill set
which a mediator must possess in
order to achieve its end since the
success of mediation depends large-
ly upon the ability and skills of nego-
tiation, persuasion and perseverance
of the mediator to bring the parties
to a point of narrowing their differ-
ences and amicably settling them. 

It requires not only the knowl-
edge of the mediator about the nu-
ances of the differences, his ability
to perceive the psychological, emo-
tional, factual -legal and practical
aspects but the ability to convince
the parties of a fair and logical out-
come of the dispute. This requires,
in the first place, utmost trust of the
parties on the mediator which will
come from the stature and stand-
ing, knowledge and skills of the ne-
gotiator - the referee. 

Rather than imposing or limiting
the choice of mediator, the parties
should be left free, as far as possi-
ble, in the first instance to choose
their own mediator of mutual confi-
dence. Only when they cannot, the
role of a third authority should step
in. Experience guides us that some-
times, a word of wisdom coming
from a person of respect and au-
thority, is taken as a command by
the parties in difference. 

The mediator is only a facilitator,
neither an adjudicator nor an ar-
biter. There is no specific academic
qualification for a mediator. One
needs a person with a good repute
and integrity with a sense of fair-
ness and above all, a passion for
conflict resolution. He may be a pro-
fessional, like lawyer, retired judicial
officer, engineer, company secre-
tary, chartered accountant, etc. 

He may also be a retired teacher,
clinical psychologist, banker or a
housewife. He can start a new pro-
fession as a Mediator and start pro-
fessional practice from the comfort
of the office or home. What is of ut-
most importance is that the media-
tor must be a good counselor and
listener. And the mediator should
not be prohibitively expensive. A
culture of pro bono mediation as
service to the society needs to be
developed. 

Certified mediators in India?
In order to be formally trained as

a mediator in India, an individual
must undergo a 40-hours' training
programme and conduct 20 media-
tion sessions under the Mediation
and Conciliation Project Committee.
But this does not seem to be
enough. Trainers themselves will re-
quire intensive training. 

The growing need for a formal
mediation mechanism led to the in-
troduction of the Mediation Bill. The
upcoming law is a welcome step.
The Mediation Bill 2021 is pending
in the parliament. The parliamen-
tary panel has submitted its report.
It recommends ironing out of creas-
es in some provisions. By and large,
the model is good. But my concern
is about the availability of mediation
centres with proper infrastructure
and more concerning is the avail-
ability of the capable mediators in

adequate number. 
How to incentivise the parties in

dispute to honestly and sincerely at-
tempt mediation? These are the
areas where the Bill is silent. It can-
not remain indifferent. The
Mediation Council is more likely to
become a White elephant as is the
usual experience; overburdened
and under staffed. Its functioning
can tend to be very subjective and
opaque. One single body as regula-
tor for a country of 130 billion is of
questionable efficacy. It cannot
manage the demands of the media-
tion as a system.

Also, there is no minimum qualifi-
cation for mediations prescribed in
the Bill. It adopts an ad hoc system.
A few hours of training courses can-
not produce good mediators. We
need full time, honest and commit-
ted professionals who are rigorously
trained. Making pre litigation
Mediation (perhaps the most con-
troversial provision) compulsory is a
good idea but lacks support of infra-
structure and may result in block-
age of access to justice. Mediation
can be successful only when it is
voluntary and not imposed.  

Need to be more inclusive
rather than exclusive

Rather than excluding disputes
whole hog from mediation declaring
them unfit and thereby, vastly de-
bating the very purpose and intent
of reconciliatory process, different
legal schemes with different proce-
dures and safeguards can be
framed suited to settlement of
specified categories of disputes.
Rival interests of private parties and
public interest and public policy can
be balanced. Any restrictive model
of Mediation Law is unlikely to serve
the purpose. In disputes between
the private party and the
Government, there are disputes
which are both reconciliatory and
adjudicatory in nature. The
Government should not keep itself
away from mediation.

IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  tthhee  ddeessiirreedd
rreessuullttss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aarree  tthhee  wwaayyss  ttoo
eennssuurree  ssuucccceessss  ooff  MMeeddiiaattiioonn
pprroocceessss  ffoorr  aammiiccaabbllee  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ooff
ddiissppuutteess  --

CCoosstt  EEffffeeccttiivveenneessss,,  SSttrriicctt  TTiimmee
LLiinnee,,  GGoooodd  MMeeddiiaattoorrss,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt
SSuuppppoorrtt,,  MMiinniimmuumm  CCoouurrtt
IInntteerrvveennttiioonn,,  MMaaxxiimmuumm
EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt,,  AAccttiivvee  SSuuppppoorrtt  RRoollee
ooff  BBaarr..

Each of these points does not de-
tract from the idea of mediation,
much less as the goal; rather it un-
derscores the imperative need and
importance of mediation; the only
way to minimize the horrific mis-
eries of undergoing a costly, dilatory
and in dignified litigation ordeal.
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New Pak army chief
The post of army chief

is considered to be the
most powerful office in a
country that has seen mul-
tiple coups, and where the
military influences the
government and policy
even when not formally in
power. Political analysts
are sceptical of the army’s
promises that it will no
longer interfere in politics.
But the weakness of
Pakistan’s institutions
leaves an opening for the
army to assert itself.
Pakistan’s history shows
that even after the army
faces political setbacks, it
is able to bounce back as a
result of bitter divisions
among political parties, es-
pecially as there are always
politicians looking for mili-
tary support to achieve
their political objectives.
There has been extraordi-
nary interest in the ap-
pointment of Bajwa’s suc-
cessor as many believe
ousted Imran Khan’s long
march is linked to the
change of army chief.

Sanjay Chopra, by mail

Imran vs army
Munir’s stint begins at a

time when Pakistan is fac-
ing a precarious economic
scenario. Though not much
is known about his foreign
policy views, he is consid-
ered close to the outgoing
chief Bajwa. Hopefully, he
would continue with re-
pairing the frosty ties with
the US and ceasefire with
India. But his immediate
challenge would be to re-
store public trust in the
army. It has never hap-
pened in the last three
decades that a political
leader has directly taken
on the army. Imran Khan is
threatening to unleash an-
archy by taking on the mili-
tary establishment. And
there is no love lost be-
tween Khan and Munir.
But it looks like checkmate
to Khan by the army. Our
security establishment,
meanwhile, needs to be on
its toes.

Bal Govind, Noida

Unfortunate Indonesia 
It seems Indonesia is the

most piteous and imprecat-
ed country in the world as
the island-nation is often
prone to natural disasters.
The latest earthquake in its
main island of Java, that
killed more than 250 people
and left over 300 injured, is
yet another story of the cat-
aclysm and adds to
Indonesia's unlucky histo-
ry of earthquakes. The cur-
rent earthquake com-
pounds the painful memo-
ry of the nation's quakes in
February this year in
Sumatra and in West
Sulawesi in 2021 that con-
sumed a lot of human lives.
The Southeast Asian coun-
try suffers so much be-
cause of its position on a
large grid of tectonic
plates, on which all the
countries and seas sit.
Located on the Pacific Ring
of Fire, Indonesia has to
cope with the constant risk
of volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, floods and
tsunamis. While the magni-
tude of an earthquake that
lasts a few seconds can be
measured, the volume of
catastrophe it leaves be-
hind is immeasurable and
beyond time. Perhaps, no
country can feel this vi-
cious pain more severely
than Indonesia.
Ranganathan Sivakumar,

by mail
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RAVINDRA SHRIVASTAV

University students take part in the clay art competition during the youth festival 'Sonzal-2022', at Kashmir University
Campus, in Srinagar, Saturday.

SONZAL FESTIVAL

T he Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
on Saturday conducted its last PSLV mission of

the year. The esteemed space organization launched
Earth Observation Satellite - 06 (EOS-06) and eight
nanosatellites on 26 November. The eight nanosatel-
lites include ISRO Nano Satellite-2 for Bhutan (INS-
2B), Anand, Astrocast (four satellites), and two
Thybolt satellites. The upcoming flight comes close on
the heels of the launch of Vikram-S (a sub-orbital
launch vehicle from Hyderabad-based Skyroot
Aerospace), the first rocket built by a private company
in India, on November 18. According to the space
agency, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C54)
launched the satellites at 11.56 am from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. The EOS-6 is a
third-generation satellite in the Oceansat series of
satellites. This is to provide continuity services for
Oceansat-2 spacecraft with enhanced payload specifi-
cations as well as application areas. The payloads are
Ocean Colour Monitor (OCM-3), Sea Surface
Temperature Monitor and Ku-Band Scatterometer
(SCAT-3), and 'ARGOS' Mission. Satellite Anand is
manufactured by Bengaluru-headquartered space
tech startup Pixxel. It took more than two years for the
company to make its third hyperspectral satellite.
'Anand' satellite is a technology demonstrator to
demonstrate the capabilities and commercial applica-
tions of miniaturised earth-observation camera for
earth observation using a microsatellite in Low Earth
Orbit. INS-2B (BhutanSat) will have two payloads --
NanoMx and APRS-Digipeater. NanoMx is a multi-
spectral optical imaging payload developed by Space
Applications Centre. APRS-Digipeater payload is
jointly developed by the Department of Information
Technology and Telecom, Bhutan, and the U R Rao
Satellite Centre, Bengaluru. The Thybolt spacecraft
includes a communication payload to enable rapid
technology demonstration and constellation develop-
ment for multiple users. It also demonstrates Store-
and-Forward functionality for authorised users in the
amateur frequency band. ISRO said that "The satel-
lites shall be deployed by using Dhruva Space Orbital
Deployer to perform the specific mission operations
for a minimum lifetime of one year".

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

27th November is celebrated as Indian Organ
Donation Day to commemorate the contri-

butions made to society by deceased donors and their
families. The main objective is to raise awareness
about the importance of organ donation and encour-
age people to take a pledge for the same.This day
strives to encourage people to donate their healthy or-
gans after death in order to save more lives. The first-
ever organ donation was done in 1954 when Ronald Lee
Herrick donated a kidney to his identical twin brother.
Doctor Joseph Murray conducted the procedure for
which he has also won the Nobel Prize in Physiology
or Medicine in 1990 for advances in organ transplanta-
tion. Donating organs like the kidneys, heart, pan-
creas, eyes, lungs, etc can help save the lives of those
who are suffering from chronic illnesses. Numerous
people lose their lives due to the unavailability of
healthy organs that could save them. This day aims to
help people realise that volunteering to donate their
organs after death can be life-changing for many.The
term organ donation means donating one’s organs
that are in healthy condition after a person dies.
Organs including kidneys, heart, pancreas, eyes,
lungs, and liver can be donated to save people who are
suffering from any chronic illnesses.By observing
World Organ Donation Day, people around the world
will realise that volunteering to donate their organs
after death can be life-changing for many who are pa-
tiently waiting. The day also focuses on sensitising and
motivating people towards assuring them to donate or-
gans and save more lives.Organ transplantation is
nothing less than a miracle of the twentieth century,
which has improved lives of hundreds of thousands of
patients worldwide. An organ donor could save up to 8
lives and enhance the lives of more than 100 people
through tissue donation.Organ donation is a social act
and it’s considered to be an honor. Organ donation can
happen from a brain-dead owner or a living donor. One
person can save up to eight lives from chronic illness
by pledging to donate their heart, kidney, pancreas,
lungs, liver, intestines, hands, face, tissues, bone mar-
row, and stem cells.Donating one's organs is giving
someone a new life, anyone can volunteer to be an
organ donor irrespective of their age, caste, and reli-
gion.Nearly 5 lakh people die in India every year for
want of organs, while 2 lakh people die of liver dis-
ease, 50,000 of heart diseases. Of the 1.5 lakh people
awaiting kidney transplant, only 5,000 get one. The
emergence and spread of Covid-19 has brought great
challenges to the healthcare system. While the country
has lost hundreds of thousands to the illness, the effect
on those suffering from non-Covid illnesses has been
equally profound.The gift of an organ is like a gift of
life. But, organ donation is not widely known or under-
stood yet. Thus, people may feel that only the heart or
liver, or kidneys can be donated. But, organ donation is
much more than that.There is no age limit for this act
of gifting life to the one in need. Organ donation has
no age criteria. There are two systems for organ dona-
tion practiced worldwide, the family consent system
and the presumed consent system. Organ donation
from deceased donors is slowly gaining momentum in
India. Organ donation is a helpful act by the donor
that can help in saving a life of a person and also could
help in improving the quality of life for many individ-
uals. Organ transplantation is one of the greatest
achievements that modern science has been able 
to accomplish.

Donate life – Donate organ

The growing need for Mediation 

ISRO’s another 
successful mission

The judicial system in India is on the
verge of collapse; reasons, some are evi-
dent to the public eye and some are hid-
den and some are so glaring but people
are refusing to see. Courts are unable
to cope up with the cases. Huge popula-
tion, skewed judge population ratio,
lack of infrastructure, shortcomings
and delays in appointment of judges,
compromise in merit and lack of sensi-
tivity on the part of the Bar, are some
of the well-known problems. Thus, me-
diation is the need of the hour; it
should be the order of the day and the
norm of complete disposition towards
administration of justice.

A pproximately one in
eight older adults devel-

oped depression for the first
time during the pandemic, ac-
cording to a study conducted in
Canada. For those who had ex-
perienced depression in the
past, the numbers were even
worse, the study said. By the
autumn of 2020 almost half (45
per cent) of this group of 20,000
older adults reported being de-
pressed.

The researchers from
University of Toronto analysed
responses from the Canadian
Longitudinal Study on Aging,
which collected data from par-
ticipants for an average of
seven years, the study said.
"The high rate of first-onset de-
pression in 2020 highlights the
substantial mental health toll
that the pandemic caused in a
formerly mentally healthy
group of older adults," said
first author Andie MacNeil,

University of Toronto. While
the surge in prevalence of de-
pression among older adults
during the pandemic is well
known, few studies prior to this
have identified the percentage
of people who experienced it
for the first time or the percent-
age of people with a history of
the disorder who experienced a
relapse, the study published in
the International Journal of
Environmental Research and
Public Health said. "The devas-

tation of the pandemic which
upended so many aspects of
daily life hit those with a histo-
ry of depression particularly
hard," said co-author Sapriya
Birk. "Health professionals
need to be vigilant in screening
their patients who had mental
health problems at an earlier
time in their life," said Birk.
The researchers identified sev-
eral factors that were associat-
ed with depression among
older adults during the pan-

demic, including inadequate
income and savings, loneliness,
chronic pain, trouble accessing
healthcare, a history of adverse
childhood experiences, and
family conflict, the study said.
Older adults who, prior to the
pandemic perceived their in-
come to be inadequate for satis-
fying their basic needs, and
those who had fewer savings
were more likely to develop de-
pression during the pandemic,
the study said.

One in eight older adults developed depression for the first time
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Economic package

Chandigarh: Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar demanded
that the Centre give a
special economic
package to Haryana as
14 districts of the state
fall in the National
Capital Region and lot
of resources have to
be spent on construc-
tion and maintenance
of infrastructure in
these areas. During a
pre-budget meeting of
state finance minis-
ters with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
in New Delhi, Khattar
said that Haryana's
area of 25,327 square
kilometres and popu-
lation of 164.3 lakh
comes under NCR.

GST Council 
New Delhi: The 48th
meeting of the GST
Council, chaired by
Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, will be
held on December 17.
"The 48th Meeting of
the GST Council will
be held on 17th
December, 2022 by
video conference," the
GST Council said in a
tweet. The meeting
would discuss two re-
ports of a panel of
state finance minis-
ters on levy of GST on
casinos, online gam-
ing and horse racing
and the other on set-
ting up of GST
Appellate Tribunal.
Besides, a report of
the officers' panel on
decriminalisation of
certain provisions of
the GST law too is
likely to be taken up
for discussion.

Submits 
memorandum 

Chandigarh: Several
farmer leaders of
Punjab on Saturday
submitted a memo-
randum to Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit, seeking im-
plementation of their
various demands in-
cluding legally guar-
anteed minimum sup-
port price and with-
drawal of the
Electricity
Amendment Bill. On
the call of Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM),
representatives of 33
farmer bodies in the
state also took out a
march to mark the
second anniversary of
their agitation against
the now-repealed
three farm laws.

Fiscal powers
New Delhi: Kerala
Finance Minister KN
Balagopal urged the
Centre to provide
more fiscal powers to
the states as well as in-
crease the shareable
proportion of the GST
collections. Besides,
he asked the central
government to expe-
dite approval for the
semi-high-speed rail-
way line or the
Silverline project
from
Thiruvananthapuram
to Kasargod. The proj-
ect is mired in contro-
versies. The demands
were raised during the
pre-Budget consulta-
tions with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

India is capable of gener-
ating a 9 per cent growth
rate but in view of the
geopolitical situation, we
should be satisfied with a
6.5-7 per cent economic ex-
pansion, says Sanjiv
Sanyal, member of the
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister.

India is following an "in-
vestment and export-driv-
en growth model" and
against the backdrop of
"turbulent" global times,
the RBI and the govern-
ment have followed a re-
strained macro-economic
approach, which is a cor-
rect step. "It is a very turbu-
lent time and we are gener-
ating a 7 per cent growth
rate already. Nothing to
sniff at. But if we get an
open road, this economic
machinery that we have
built is capable of generat-

ing a 9 per cent growth
rate," Sanyal said at the
Times Now Summit 2022.
The global economy is fac-
ing supply chain disrup-
tions following the out-
break of the Russia-
Ukraine war in February.
In its World Economic
Outlook released last
month, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) fore-
cast global growth to slow
from 6 per cent in 2021 to
3.2 per cent in 2022 and 2.7
per cent in 2023. A Finance
Ministry report has said
that India is well placed to
grow at a "moderately

brisk rate" in the coming
years on the back of
macroeconomic stability,
despite global monetary
tightening. Sanyal said,
"This is not the time to try
and overextend ourselves.
Any growth rate between
6.5-7 per cent growth rate is
not to be sniffed at. Even in
the best of times. So let us
be satisfied for now. But the
time has come when we
will be able to press the ac-
celerator and I'm assuring
you that the Indian supply
side is ready for the big
time".

He said India is getting
inserted into the global
supply chain. "With the
problems happening in the
Foxconn factory in China,
the only other place where
Apple has a sizeable capac-
ity is in India. There is an
opportunity for us to insert
in the global supply chain
and we are already doing
this," Sanyal added.

India capable of generating
9 pc growth: Sanyal Mumbai, Nov 26:  

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
will bring electric vehicles
in India in future, but at
the moment it is focussing
on hybrid vehicles keep-
ing in mind the objective
of meeting holistic carbon
reduction, company Vice
Chairman Vikram
Kirloskar said. The com-
pany, which on Friday un-
veiled Innova Hycross --
the new hybrid version of
its popular multi-purpose
vehicle Innova -- also ex-
pects full capacity utilisa-
tion at its two manufactur-
ing units in Bengaluru by
the middle of next year. "I
think the country's objec-
tive is to reduce carbon
(emission). You have to
look at it holistically and
(on a) scientific basis and
that's what we are doing,"
he told PTI here, when
asked about Toyota
Kirloskar Motor's strategy
of focussing on hybrids at
a time when electric vehi-

cles (EVs) have started
gaining traction in India.
Kirloskar argued that con-
sidering the current low
level of renewable energy
sources in India, EVs do
not necessarily serve the
purpose of reducing car-
bon emissions. He cited a
recent study done by the
Nature magazine which

measured the end-to-end
emission on the basis of
the source of power in
India and said, "The only
place where as per that
(study) the electric car has
lower carbon emission
than a pure ICE (internal
combustion engine) is in
the North East where it's
hydropower. Nowhere else

does it reduce carbon."
Asked if it meant Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
will not bring EVs to India
in the near future, he said,
"If it reduces the carbon
content, if the renewable
electricity in India starts
getting at least more than
50-60 per cent and certain-
ly it will be all electric...we
may bring earlier also." As
per government data, total
fossil fuel accounts for 57.9
per cent of India's in-
stalled power generation
capacity and non-fossil
fuel at 42.1 per cent as on
September 30, 2022. On
whether Toyota has start-
ed working on the full
electrics for the Indian
market, Kirloskar said,
"You'll see soon whenever
we have a car." Kirloskar
said TKM is "focusing a lot
on sustainability" and like
the company's newly
launched Urban Cruiser
Hyryder, the Innova
Hycross is also "going to
be a very green car".

Toyota Kirloskar Motor focussing on
hybrid vehicles: Vikram Kirloskar

(L-R) Masakazu Yoshimura, MD & CEO, Toyota Kirloskar Motor,
Hideki Mizuma, Chief Engineer, Innova, Vikram S. Kirloskar Vice
Chairman, Toyota Kirloskar Motor and Tadashi Asazuma,
Executive Vice President, Sales & Customer Services during the
launch of new Toyota, Innova Hycross, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

The government ex-
pects "good" production of
agriculture crops in the
ongoing rabi (winter-
sown) season on the back
of higher sowing area and
favourable soil moisture
condition, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said on Saturday.
Tomar held a meeting
with senior officials of
the ministry to take stock
of the rabi crops position,
according to an official
statement. He highlighted
that sowing area in rabi
season is up 24.13 lakh
hectares so far as com-
pared with the year-ago
period. Tomar expressed
satisfaction that area cov-
erage reported under
wheat is 152.88 lakh
hectares so far as com-

pared to 138.35 lakh
hectares in the correspon-
ding period of last year
"For wheat, there is an in-
crease in area coverage by
14.53 lakh hectares over
last year and this has
been the highest ever
since last four years," the
statement said.

As on November 25,
total area sown under rabi
crops reported was 358.59
lakh hectares (which is 57
per cent of the normal

rabi area) as compared to
334.46 lakh hectares of the
corresponding period of
last year. Thus, rabi area
coverage has increased by
24.13 lakh hectares over
last year. "Tomar hoped
that with favourable soil
moisture condition, better
live water storage position
and comfortable availabil-
ity of fertilisers across the
country, rabi crops area
coverage is expected to ac-
celerate further in the
coming days and a good
rabi harvest can be expect-
ed," the statement said.
Sowing of wheat, the
main rabi crop, begins in
October and harvesting
starts in March-April.
Besides wheat, gram and
mustard are other major
crops grown during the
rabi season of the 2022-23
crop year (July-June).

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

The country's largest
two-wheeler maker Hero
MotoCorp on Friday said
it will increase the prices
of its motorcycles and
scooters by up to Rs 1,500,
with effect from December
1. The price will increase
up to Rs 1,500, and the
exact quantum of the hike
will vary by specific mod-
els and markets, the com-
pany said in a statement.

"The upward revision of
the prices of our motorcy-
cles and scooters has been
necessitated due to overall
inflationary costs," Hero
MotoCorp Chief Financial
Officer Niranjan Gupta
said. The company will
continue to provide inno-
vative financing solutions
in order to cushion the im-
pact on the customers, he
added.

"We have also put in
place accelerated savings
programmes, which will
help us to offset any fur-
ther cost impact, and drive
improvement in margins,"
the two-wheeler major
said. Moving forward, the
economic indicators are
favourable to a growth in
demand, and the company
expects industry volumes
to pick up in coming quar-
ters, it added.

Hero MotoCorp to hike prices
by up to Rs 1,500 from Dec 1

Govt expects good crop production
in rabi season: Tomar

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), which markets
milk under the Amul
brand, has no plans to in-
crease prices of milk in the
near future, its MD R S
Sodhi said. GCMMF mainly
sells milk in Gujarat, Delhi-
NCR, West Bengal and
Mumbai markets.

The cooperative sells
more than 150 lakh litres of
milk per day, out of which
Delhi-NCR accounts for
nearly 40 lakh litres. Earlier
this week, Mother Dairy
hiked prices of full-cream
milk by Re 1 per litre and
token milk by Rs 2 per litre
in the Delhi-NCR market,
citing rise in input cost.
Asked whether GCMMF
has any plans to increase
milk prices following
Mother Dairy's rate hike,

Sodhi said: "There are no
plans in near future." He
further said input costs
have not gone up much
since the last retail price in-
crease by GCMMF in
October.

In mid-October, GCMMF
raised the prices of Amul
Gold (full-cream) and buffa-
lo milk by Rs 2 per litre
each across all markets ex-
cept for poll-bound Gujarat,
where assembly elections
will be held in early
December. Amul Gold price
was increased from Rs 61 to
Rs 63 per litre. Buffalo milk
price was raised from Rs 63
to Rs 65 per litre. GCMMF
has hiked milk prices
thrice this year, while
Mother Dairy has done it
four times. Mother Dairy is
one of the leading milk sup-
pliers in Delhi-NCR with
volumes of more than 30
lakh litres per day.

No plans to increase Amul milk
prices in near future: Sodhi

New Delhi, Nov 26: 

State finance ministers
in their pre-budget consul-
tation have stepped up
their demand for more
funds, greater say in im-
plementing centrally-
sponsored schemes and an
increase in payments for
royalty on minerals. These
issues were raised by the
states at a meeting called
by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to elicit their
views on the 2023-24
Budget to be presented on
February 1.

Tamil Nadu Finance
Minister P Thiaga Rajan
said that states, cutting
across party lines, said
that centrally sponsored
schemes are constraining

states' fiscal autonomy
since in some schemes
states end up contributing
large amount which is
more than the Centre's

contribution. "All states,
irrespective of political
party, expressed common
theme states fiscal autono-
my is greatly constrained

by the extent of centrally
sponsored scheme, by the
extent of changing ratios
of funding of such
schemes," Thiaga Rajan
told reporters.

States demanded that
they should be given
greater flexibility in im-
plementing CSS. CSS are
implemented through a
joint contribution of the
Union Government and
State Government Bihar
Finance Minister Vijay
Kumar Choudhary said
centrally sponsored
schemes should be limit-
ed as the burden on states
for such schemes is in-
creasing. The centre
should implement only
Central sector schemes if
they want to help states,
he said.

States demand more funds in pre-Budget
meeting with Sitharaman

Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
being presented a memento during the 'Start-up Inclusion
Summit: Inclusive Growth in the Start-up Ecosystem', a national
level summit to promote Start-ups, in Bengaluru, Saturday.

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

Domestic passenger ve-
hicle sales are expected to
rise over 30-per cent year-
on-year in November, driv-
en by large order book and
higher vehicle production
while the commercial vehi-
cle segment sales volume
could grow in double digits
during the month, a report
said. Tractors volumes,
however, are likely to re-
main muted on inventory
destocking with dealers,
brokerage firm Emkay
Global Financial Services
said in a report. It also said
that vehicle discounts have
reduced on a sequential
basis and remain signifi-
cantly lower than the ele-
vated levels seen in the
past. Automobile makers
in the country are set to

publish vehicle sales data
for November on
December 1.

The PV segment is likely
to record higher volumes
on account of the large
order book while the CV
and two-wheelers are like-
ly to maintain their posi-
tive growth momentum in
November, Emkay Global
said. Projecting over 30 per
cent growth for the passen-
ger vehicle segment in the

current month over the
same month last year, the
brokerage firm the domes-
tic volumes are estimated
to grow by 64 per cent Y-o-Y
for Mahindra & Mahindra
Ltd and 51 per cent for Tata
Motors. Market leader
Maruti Suzuki is expected
to log 18 per cent growth in
passenger vehicle sales in
November over the corre-
sponding month of 2021, as
per the report.

Domestic passenger vehicle sales likely
to rise over 30 pc in Nov: Report

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

HDFC Bank expects to
amalgamate its home
loan major parent HDFC
into itself by September
next year, a top official
said. Both HDFC and
HDFC Bank held general
meetings on Friday to
seek shareholder ap-
provals for what is billed
as the largest merger in
Indian corporate history
at over USD 40 billion.

At the time of an-
nouncing the merger on
April 4 this year, the enti-
ties had said the merger
will take 12-18 months.
"We believe going by the
past practice and going
by past trends, it will take
about 8-10 months time
before an effective date is
announced," HDFC
Bank's chief executive

and managing director
Sashidharan Jagdishan
said at the meeting.

The merger will help
expand the capital ade-
quacy ratio of the
merged entity by 0.20-0.30
per cent, courtesy the
healthy capital adequacy
of HDFC Ltd, he added.
Given the fact that bank
deposits have to comply
with mandatory cash re-
serve ratio and statutory
liquidity ratio require-
ments, many sharehold-
ers at both meetings
showed keenness to un-
derstand if the regulator
will be offering some for-
bearance for the merged
entity on this aspect. In
the HDFC meeting, its
chairman Deepak Parekh
said HDFC Bank is en-
gaged with the Reserve
Bank of India on the

same but asked the share-
holders to not worry. "In
case, the forbearances are
not forthcoming, the
merged entity is expected
to have sufficient liquidi-
ty and alternatives avail-
able to meet the neces-
sary funding require-
ments," Parekh said.
HDFC Bank's chairman
Atanu Chakraborty said
all of HDFC's sub-
sidiaries will become
subsidiaries of the
merged entity, but there
are some which cannot be
a part of the bank and
will be divested. It will be
seeking approvals from
the RBI and insurance
watchdog Irdai
(Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India) for
the merger of the sub-
sidiaries, he said.

Nagpur, Nov 26: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari said all vehicles
belonging to the Indian
government that have com-
pleted 15 years will be
scrapped, and a policy to
that effect has been sent to
states. He was speaking at
the inauguration of the an-
nual 'Agro-Vision' agricul-
ture exhibition here.
"Yesterday, I signed a file
under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that all the vehicles of
the Indian government
which have completed 15
years will be scrapped. I
have sent this policy of the
Indian government to all
the states. They should
adopt this policy at the
state level," he said.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Gadkari said two
plants of the Indian Oil
have almost started in
Panipat, one of which will
produce one lakh litre
ethanol per day, while the
other one will manufacture
150 tonnes bio-bitumen per
day using rice straw. This
is a big change as Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and rice-producing parts of
the country, where burning
of rice straw causes pollu-

tion. Now, rice straw will
be used to produce ethanol
and bio bitumen, he said.

"We require 80 lakh
tonnes of bio-bitumen in
the country and mostly in
the roadways department.
Around 50 lakh tonnes of
bitumen is manufactured
in the country and we im-
port about 25 lakh tonnes of
it," he said. "I am happy
that when such projects
start, our country will no
longer need to import bitu-
men. Our roads in villages,
districts, states and  nation-
al highways would be
made of bitumen using
rice straw produced by
farmers," he said. Gadkari
also talked about one more
project by Indian Oil in
Assam where bioethanol
will be produced.

15-year-old govt vehicles
will be scrapped: Gadkari

Merger with HDFC to take 8-10
months more: HDFC Bank

Mumbai, Nov 26: 

In the second consecutive week
of an increase in the kitty, India's
forex reserves have grown by
USD 2.537 billion to USD 547.252
billion for the week ended
November 18, the RBI said. In
the previous reporting week, the
overall kitty had swelled by USD
14.721 billion in the highest
weekly rise since August 2021 to
USD 544.715 billion. It can be
noted that in October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had reached
an all-time high of USD 645 bil-
lion. The reserves have been
declining as the central bank
deploys the kitty to defend the
rupee amid pressures caused by
global developments. Foreign
currency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall
reserves, increased by USD 1.76
billion to USD 484.288 billion dur-
ing the week to November 18,
according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday. 

Forex kitty 
grows for 2nd 

consecutive week



ACROSS

1. Light wood

6. Mugs

10. Use a tent

14. Detroit team

15. Largest continent

16. Stench

17. Academic guidance

19. Chomp

20. Electronic reminder

21. Insignificant

22. Penned

23. Belonging to us

24. Traitor's crime

26. Hawk's weapon

30. Slugger Hank ____

32. Portland's state

34. Tidiness

39. Tragic king

40. Trimmed the border

42. Bread spread

43. Toledo shore sight (2 wds.)

45. Felt

47. Ward off

49. Marsh plants

50. Earphones

54. Imitate

56. Distribute

57. Bargain bonanza

59. Burlap bag

63. ____ of passage

64. Small, yappy dog

66. Celebrity

67. Genesis site

68. Pack animal

69. That girl's

70. Breathe heavily

71. Cairo's land

DOWN

1. Gossip

2. Helper

3. Deep affection

4. Quick cut

5. Mule's father

6. Snapshot taker

7. ____-friendly

8. Coniferous evergreen (2 wds.)

9. Took a chair

10. Hooded snake

11. Goodbye (Sp.)

12. Slogan

13. Groom

18. Australian bird

22. Departed

23. Lennon's spouse

25. Turnpikes

26. Highway fee

27. Vicinity

28. Plumbing problem
29. Folklore monster
31. Fury
33. Gall
35. Zero
36. Ultimatum word
37. Plant's beginning
38. Lays turf
41. Sugarless soft drink (2 wds.)
44. Bridge seat
46. Poetic "before"
48. Skill
50. Stern
51. Select group
52. Church feature
53. Go-getters
55. ____ capita
58. Hymnal word
59. Comfy
60. Well-ventilated
61. Complain
62. Tie
64. Vitality
65. Honest ____ Lincoln
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W
hat happens
when the sacred
vows of mar-

riage are broken on the
very day they are taken?
Premised on this plight,
COLORS is all set to
bring a spellbinding love
story titled
“Agnisakshi… Ek
Samjhauta” that begins
with the ending of a mar-
riage. The show follows
the journey of Satvik
Bhosle and Jeevika Rane,
played by Aashey Mishra
and Shivika Pathak re-
spectively who unexpect-
edly cross paths and get
entangled in a relation-
ship of compromise.
Versatile actor Aashey
Mishra and debutant
Shivika Patak are all ex-
cited to be part of the
show themed on the af-
termath of a marriage
that has an expiry date.

Thrilled about the
show, Aashey Mishra
said, ““I am overjoyed to
join hands with COLORS,
a channel that has always
been at the forefront of
delivering engaging con-
tent. One such is the un-
usual story ‘Agnisakshi…
Ek Samjhauta’ and I
couldn’t have asked for a

better debut. I am essay-
ing the character Satvik
Bhosle who has a pris-
matic personality, a wiz-
ard in the line of busi-
ness, a succeeder in life
and an absolute family
man.

I am looking forward to
this new journey and
hope the viewers em-

brace me in this role.”
Talking about her debut,
Shivika Pathak said, “I
am a strong believer in
destiny, and that being
the core aspect of my
debut show makes me
feel blessed. Essaying the
role of Jeevika is a dream
debut for me. She is
chirpy, full of life, and

has faith in the old-fash-
ioned notions of love. The
show has an intriguing
storyline and I’m confi-
dent the viewers will be
hooked. It feels wonderful
to be collaborating with
one of the most success-
ful channels COLORS.”

Stay tuned for more up-
dates on COLORS!

‘Agnisakshi… Ek Samjhauta’
to trace the story of a 

marriage with an expiry date
N

ikhil Siddhartha is
an  actor of the
Telugu film indus-

try. He played minor roles
in various films before
being cast in Happy Days
(2007) as one of the four
male leads. The film was
successful and became his
breakthrough role. He later
went onto play the lead in
noted films such as
Yuvatha (2008), Swamy Ra
Ra (2013), Karthikeya
(2014), Surya vs Surya
(2015), Ekkadiki Pothavu
Chinnavada (2016), Kesava
(2017), Arjun Suravaram
(2019), and Karthikeya 2
(2022).

Excerpts of interview:
The film was an in-

stant hit with audiences.
What about the movie do
you believe contributed to
its commercial success
beyond all expectations?

There is no one who has
not been moved by the
glory of Sri Krishna.
Karthikeya 2 builds on this
very essence and takes au-
diences on an adventure of
a lifetime. My character
gets entangled in a life-al-
tering quest unravelling
the biggest rahasya and
I’m excited to take the au-
dience of Zee Cinema on
this adventure. All of us at
some point in our lives,
have turned to God to over-

come tough times. Here, in
the film, we witness some-
thing similar, which made
the film all the more relat-
able. I truly believe that the
story has the power of Shri
Krishna.

Why do you believe
mythology is such a popu-
lar genre in our country?
Given the level of respon-
sibility, how did you pre-
pare for the part and the
film in general?

It is impossible for any-
one born in India to not
know about the country's

rich culture and epics. I
have grown up listening to
these epic sagas, especially
from my father. The curios-
ity of those tales is what
made me take on this proj-
ect. It is this curiosity and
relatability that makes the
genre so popular, because
we have all grown up hear-
ing tales from our parents
or grandparents and have
grown up to take immense
pride in these stories.

How was your experi-
ence working with
Anupam Kher?

Everything about this
film was a life-changing ex-
perience for me. The
process challenged me as
an actor and allowed me to
reach a much wider audi-
ence. To top it all, a chance
to work with Anupam Kher
sir was truly awe-spiring.
He was so invested in the
script and the story that the
film really came alive. The
kind of aura he brought in
during the shoot was so
contagious that we all im-
mersed ourselves fully into
the process.

‘Karthikeya 2 builds on the
essence of Shri Krishna’

A
ctor Kartik Aaryan
said that he got dis-
turbing nights be-

cause of his upcoming film
'Freddy' but he adds that it
was important to be fo-
cused on the bigger picture
and tried to curtail his reg-
ular activities while shoot-
ing for the movie.

Kartik, who will be seen
in the very intense charac-
ter of 'Freddy', opened up
about his preparation for
the character.

"I literally dwelled in the
world of Freddy while
shooting the film. It was
important for me to re-
main in that headspace
and go to the set and per-
form. I got disturbing
nights because of 'Freddy'
but it was important to be
focused on the bigger pic-
ture and tried to curtail my
regular activities while
shooting Freddy so that I

could focus on the film and
the character."

"Post the wrap, I con-
nected with my friends
and family who keep me
grounded and that helped
me return to reality and
normalcy again," he said.

Kartik's most awaited
Freddy is about the jour-
ney of Dr Freddy Ginwala,
a shy, lonely and socially
awkward person who loves
playing with his miniature
planes and the only friend
he has is his pet turtle
'Hardy'.

Disney+ Hotstar recent-
ly announced their upcom-
ing spine chilling romantic
thriller 'Freddy'. Produced
by Balaji Telefilms Ltd, NH
Studioz and Northern
Lights Films, directed by
Shashanka Ghosh and
starring Kartik Aaryan
and Alaya F., the film will
release on December 2.

Kartik Aaryan says he had disturbing nights because of ‘Freddy’

T
he first dance num-
ber titled 'Bijli' fea-
turing Kiara Advani

and Vicky Kaushal from
'Govinda Naam Mera' is
out. The actor said that
this is the first time he
danced so much on screen.

Written by Vayu and
composed by the musical
duo Sachin-Jigar, 'Bijli' is
sung by Mika Singh, Neha
Kakkar and Sachin-Jigar.

Talking about the song,
Vicky said: "Honestly, this
is the first time ever that I
am dancing so much on
screen. I had absolute fun
to explore this side of me
and trust me, Bijli is just a
jhalak (glimpse); my fans
will see a lot of dancing
from me in this film. It was
fun to share the dance
floor with Kiara, she is an
amazing co-star and a
great dancer herself."

"I love the desi vibe of
the song and Ganesh mas-
ter's choreography with
Mika paaji, Neha and
Sachin-Jigar's vocals take
the song a notch higher. I
am in love with the song
and hope my fans will also
give it and the film all
their love. It was fun to
share the dance floor with
Kiara, she is one of my
favourite co-stars." Kiara
Advani added that this is
the first time she has shot
for such a masala song.

"I have never been seen

in an avatar like this be-
fore. I loved my Kolhapuri
look for Bijli. It was my
dream to be choreo-
graphed by Ganesh master
ji, he has presented me
and choreographed the
dance for me in a way that
will be very new for my au-
dience."

"I had a blast shooting
for this song with Vicky,
we rehearsed a lot before
shooting it. There was an
infectious energy on set,
everyone had their A-
game on. Bijli is a full-on

dance song, it is super
catchy and will make you
dance every time you hear
it." Singer Mika Singh said
he is happy to have sung
this beautiful dance num-
ber.

"It is always a pleasure
to work on Sachin-Jigar's
composition. The song has
a desi essence, and the
tune is extremely catchy. A
big thumbs-up to the en-
tire music team who have
created this song. Kiara
and Vicky make it look
more glamourous."

Vicky Kaushal: ‘Bijli’ is the first time ever
that I’m dancing so much on screen

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s singing
reality show, ‘Indian

Idol – Season 13 will be
‘Celebrating Mukta Arts’
that was the first produc-
tion house listed on stock
exchange this Sunday at
8:00 PM. Joining in the cel-
ebrations will be none
other than the Hindi enter-
tainment industry’s ace di-
rector Subhash Ghai and
his daughter Meghna
Ghai making a special ap-
pearance on the show. The
Top 12 contestants will be
seen mesmerizing the
judges Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar, and Vishal
Dadlani along with the
special guests who will be
seen revealing some un-
known trivia. Talking
about the contestants,
Debosmita Roy from
Kolkata will be seen giving
a melodious performance
on the songs Ja Re Ja O
Harjaayi (Kalicharan,
2010) & Tera Naam Liya
(Ram Lakhan, 1988) creat-
ing magic on the set.

Amazed by Debosmita’s
singing, Subhash Ghai
will be seen sharing some
unknown facts about the
two songs. Spilling some
beans of the popular song
‘Ja Re Ja O Harjaayi,’ he
shares, “This was the first
song I recorded. I learnt a

lot from Kalyan ji and
Anand ji. When Lata ji
heard this song, she asked
for the director, looked at
me and blessed me.”
There’s more! Talking
about the song ‘Tera Naam
Liya,’ he adds, “The idea of
boys wearing saree in this
song came only in the
morning of the shoot day.
That day, we didn’t have fe-
male dancers, so we
thought of making the
boys dance, made them
wear a saree to make the
song fun. Anil Kapoor was
called from the hotel to
join the dance.”

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol Season 13, this
Sunday at 8 PM only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Debosmita  can be
‘Indian Idol – Season

13’ winner’

Debutante Utkarsh Sharma
is all set to embark on a

new journey as a leading actor
with the upcoming drama
'Gadar 2', but over 2 decades
before that, the youngster got
a once in a lifetime opportunity
when he got to play Sunny
Deol's son in the blockbuster
'Gadar: Ek Prem Katha'.
Utkarsh was a child back then,
but having seen the work of a
superstar at such a young age
sure did shape his creative
process up as an artist. Sunny
and Utkarsh got a lot of time to
work closely with each other
and those being his formative
years, Utkarsh imbibed a lot of
his qualities. Reminiscing about
some of the best qualities of
Sunny that left him awestruck,
Utkarsh recalls how during the
shoot of 'Hero: Love Story Of A
Spy', Sunny used to wake up at
4 a.m. for an early morning
schedule starting at 7 a.m.
He used to finish his exercise
and gym routine first and then
start shooting. 

Utkarsh Sharma
is inspired by his
on-screen father

Sunny Deol

A
ctress Kriti Sanon
has penned a heart-
warming note for

her co-star Varun Dhawan
and the entire team of their
film 'Bhediya'. She said that
she is extremely proud of
the movie.

She took to Instagram,
where she shared stills from
the movie and alongside
Kriti wrote: "Its #Bhediya
Time! A film I am extremely
proud of ! Dr Anika will al-
ways remain special to me
as one of my quirkiest and
trickiest characters!"

"@varundvn you have
killed it & how.. I'm so
proud! I'm happy we could
come together for this spe-
cial one.. to many more-
sooner this time.
@amarkaushik You are our
main Bhediya whose Howl
is gonna amaze the world! A
separate post coming soon
your way! Love you."

"#Dinoo This is my 6th
with you and @maddock-
films and i'm gonna stop
counting now.. Your convic-
tion and hunger to take
risks and do something
unique while saying some-
thing so important is what
makes you YOU. super
proud!" She mentioned that
she is a fan of her co-actor
Abhishek Bannerjee.

"You are on and I've
clapped on your scenes!
Tooooo good! @paalinkabak
welcome to the movies and
what an outstanding debut!
@deepakdobriyal1 sirrrrr!!

Aap Kamaal ho! Special
mention for the BRIL-
LIANT cinematography
@jishnudop and the OUT-
STANDING VFX
@mpc_film." She concluded
by saying: "YOU guys have
made our Bhediya world a
memorable experience -
nothing short of interna-
tional standards!! Kudos!
Our Bhediya is YOURS and
so is Dr Anika.. hope she
makes you laugh, crack up
and think all at the same
time!" The film is set in
Arunachal Pradesh; a
young man named Bhaskar,
who gets bit by a wolf in the
forest and turns into a were-
wolf. He along with his
friends look for answers to
find a cure and uncover an
age-old mystery.

Kriti pens a heartfelt note
for Varun, team ‘Bhediya’
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Al Wakrah, Qatar, Nov 26 (AP):

Australia only needed
to avoid defeat to stay in
the World Cup. The
Socceroos did more than
that in a 1-0 win over
Tunisia on Saturday.

Mitchell Duke gave
Australia the lead midway
through the first half
with a header and
Australia went on to regis-
ter its first win at soccer's
biggest event since a vic-
tory over Serbia back in
2010.

The result means
Australia still has a
chance to qualify for the
round of 16, despite losing
4-1 to defending champion
France in their opening
match.

France and Australia
lead Group D with three
points each, while
Denmark and Tunisia
have one point each.

France was playing
Denmark later.

In the final round of
group games on
Wednesday, Tunisia plays
France and Australia
meets Denmark.

After a scrappy start
from both sides, Australia
went ahead with a play
out of the back from its
goalkeeper. Duke collect-
ed the goalkeeper's pass

near mid-field and made a
quick touch to set Craig
Goodwin down the left
flank and Duke then
sprinted forward to nod
Goodwin's deflected cross
into the far corner.

Duke celebrated by

making a J' with his fin-
gers in a tribute to his son,
Jaxson, who was in the
stands.

The goal quieted the
large contingent of red-
clad Tunisia fans among
the crowd of 41,823 inside

Al Janoub Stadium, and
sent the small pockets of
Australian supporters
dressed in yellow into
delirium.

Tunisia impressed
when it held European
Championship semifinal-
ist Denmark to a 0-0 draw
in its opener but only oc-
casionally threatened
against Australia until
the Aussies sat back and
defended toward the end.

Australia had also got-
ten off to an early 1-0 lead
over France in its opener
but then was outplayed in
a loss which it blamed on
a series of defensive er-
rors.

There were fewer er-
rors this time, and some
timely interventions, too
none bigger than a last-
gasp sliding clearance
from center back Harry
Souttar to block
Mohamed Dr ger's dan-
gerous shot shortly before
halftime.

Tunisia is still seeking
to advance from the group
stage for the first time in
its sixth World Cup ap-
pearance but now needs to
beat France.

During the second half,
Tunisia fans held aloft a
large Palestinian flag with
the words, "Free
Palestine" printed on it.

Al Khor (Qatar), Nov 26 (AP):

Loud jeers rang around
the stadium. England's
fans were not happy. The
United States had frustrat-
ed them yet again at a
World Cup.

That's three times and
counting that the teams
have met on soccer's
biggest stage and England
is still waiting for its first
win against the
Americans after a 0-0 draw
on Saturday.

Coach Gareth Southgate
had reminded his players
of that record beforehand,
with the US famously win-
ning 1-0 in 1950 and play-
ing out a 1-1 draw in 2010.
They didn't seem to heed
his warning and didn't re-
spond to Gregg Berhalter's
young and energetic team.

England beat Iran 6-2 in
its opening game in Qatar
to justify its status as one
of the tournament
favourites. But it could
consider itself fortunate
not to have dropped anoth-
er match to the US, after
Christian Pulisic hit the
crossbar with a first-half
strike and Weston
McKinnie lifted a shot
over from eight yards out.

The England fans had
turned up at the Al Bayt
Stadium in anticipation of
celebrating a win and

qualification to the knock-
out stages with a game to
play. "I want our fans at
home to have a smile on
their faces and we haven't
quite managed to achieve
that," Southgate said. "But
people are going to react
how they react and I can't
let that affect how I feel
about the team or how the
team feels. "The objective
is to qualify and we have
three games to do it."

Frustrating England is
one thing. But Berhalter's
job is to advance to the
knockout stages. The draw
sets up a match for the US
against Iran on Tuesday

for a spot in the round of
16. Iran beat Wales 2-0 ear-
lier and sits second in
Group B with three points,
one more than the
Americans.

"It sets up our first
knockout game of the
World Cup," Berhalter
said. "We win or we're out
of the World Cup. That's
going to be the focus for us
while we are preparing the
team for the next game.

"But most importantly,
understanding the intensi-
ty Iran is going to bring.
They played an excellent
game today. Played with
ton of spirit will have to be

up for it if we want a
chance to advance."

Southgate, meanwhile,
will try to lift his players.
He described them as de-
jected following the elating
win against Iran. And de-
spite the boos, England is
still top of the group with
four points. "It wasn't the
best performance, for
sure," said Harry Kane,
who came close to scoring
with a stoppage-time head-
er. "Good spells with the
ball, but we didn't quite
have the final product.

"We had two or three op-
portunities and didn't put
it away."

Australia beats Tunisia 1-0 to
revive its World Cup campaign

Australia's scorer Mitchell Duke, right, celebrates with teammate
Australia's Jackson Irvine, left, after he scored the opening goal dur-
ing the World Cup group D soccer match between Tunisia and
Australia at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah, Qatar, Saturday.

United States frustrates
England again in 0-0 draw

England's defender #03 Luke Shaw (L) fights for the ball with USA's defender #02 Sergino Dest dur-
ing the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B football match between England and USA at the Al-Bayt
Stadium in Al Khor, north of Doha.

Adelaide, Nov 26 (PTI):

Akashdeep Singh's hat-
trick went in vain as India
conceded two late goals to
lose 4-5 against Australia in
the high-scoring first hock-
ey Test of the five-match se-
ries here on Saturday.

Akashdeep Singh (10th,
27th, 59th) scored thrice
while skipper
Harmanpreet Singh (31st)
converted a penalty corner
for India.

Australia's goals were
scored by Lachlan Sharp
(5th), Nathan Ephraums
(21st), Tom Craig (41st) and
Blake Govers (57th, 60th)
who found the back of the
Indian net twice from
penalty corners towards
the fag end of the match.

The second match of the
series will be played on
Sunday. Australia started
on an attacking note and
took the lead as early as in
the fifth minute with Sharp
slotting home past India
custodian PR Sreejesh with
his very first touch of the
match. The Indians re-

sponded within minutes
with Amit Rohidas creat-
ing a great move from the
left flank but his ball was
intercepted inside the cir-
cle by the Australian de-
fence. Akashdeep equalised
for India in the 11th minute
after Hardik Singh made a
wonderful interception to
create the opportunity. Six
minutes into the second
quarter, Australia restored
their lead, courtesy poor

defending from the Indians
as they failed to clear a
cross and Ephraums got a
smart deflection to put the
ball into the net.

Akashdeep once again
came to India's rescue and
scored with a fierce reverse
hit in the 27th minute to
level the scores.

Just at the stroke of half-
time, Australia got a penal-
ty corner but India's second
goalkeeper Krishan

Bahadur Pathak was alert
to avert the danger.

A minute after the
change of ends,
Harmanpreet gave India
the lead for the first time in
the match, scoring from a
penalty corner

The Indians then secured
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners but wasted both. In the
41st minute, the
Kookaburras secured an-
other penalty corner and

Craig scored from a re-
bound after Sreejesh saved
the initial drag-flick.

The home team contin-
ued to press hard and se-
cured a handful of penalty
corners but failed to cash in
on the opportunities.

India were sloppy on the
turf in the last five minutes
of the game as
Jarmanpreet Singh got an
unnecessary green card,
leaving his side a man
down for the rest of the
game. Australia took full
advantage of the situation
and secured another penal-
ty corner which was con-
verted by Govers with a
powerful flick.

But Akashdeep levelled
the scores a minute from
the final hooter, scoring
from a goalmouth melee.

But poor defending from
the Indians inside their
own circle cost them as
Australia earned two more
penalty corners and Govers
once again found the net
with the second attempt to
hand the home team a 1-0
lead in the series.

Akashdeep scores hat-trick but
sloppy India lose 4-5 to AustraliaHamilton, Nov 26 (PTI):

India would expect a bet-
ter approach from skipper
Shikhar Dhawan and
young Shubman Gill in
the Powerplay overs when
the team clashes with New
Zealand in the do-or-die
second One-Day
International here on
Sunday.

The Seddon Park is a
three-way open ground
but is known for being one
of the batting friendliest
tracks in New Zealand
where willow wielders
would get value for their
shots.

Dhawan (72 off 77) and
Gill (50 off 65 balls) added
123 in their opening stand
but on a small Eden Park
ground, a score of 306 for 7
was at least 40 runs short
of par score.

The bowlers could be
taken to task for conceding
those runs in just over 47
overs, the buck actually
stops at the main batters
since if it was not for
Washington Sundar's bril-
liant cameo, India would
not have touched the 300-
run mark. It was largely
due to the safety-first ap-

proach of the Indian open-
ers during the first 10
Powerplay over where the
runs did not come at a de-
sirable pace.

At Eden Park which has
short and weird dimen-
sions, Indian pacers
bowled way too short.
They will need to find a
way to counter Tom
Latham and Kane
Williamson, who have
both been consistent
against India over the
years in this format.

While Umran Malik was
impressive bowling north-
wards of 145 clicks,
Arshdeep Singh despite
his ability to get the swing
struggled for pace and
Shardul Thakur was gen-
erally erratic.

Toss will be an impor-
tant factor as batting be-
comes easier at the Seddon
Park as the evening wears
on.

If India can chase, it will
do them a world of good as
spinners won't have to en-
counter the dew factor
during the evening hours.

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI):

Indian boxers Vishwanath
Suresh, Vanshaj and Devika
Ghorpade lived up to their
favourites tag, registering com-
manding victories to clinch gold
medals at the IBA Youth Men's and
Women's World Championships 2022
in La Nucia, Spain.

Chennai-born Vishwanath hand-
ed India their first gold at the presti-
gious championships after thrash-
ing Ronel Suyom of Philippines
without breaking a sweat in the
men's 48kg final.

This came after Bhawna Sharma
bagged a silver medal in the
women's 48kg category, losing 0-5
loss against Uzbekistan's Gulsevar
Ganieva in the opening match of the
day.

Ashish (54kg) was the other
Indian to finish with a silver medal.
He went down 1-4 against Japanese
pugilist Yuta Sakai in a thrilling
final.

Devika, who hails from Pune,
added a second gold to India's tally,
beating England's Lauren Mackie in
the women's 52kg final.

Youth Asian champion Vanshaj
wrapped up the day in style for India

by winning ta third gold.
The confident Sonipat-based

boxer made light work of Demur
Kajaia of Georgia in the men's
63.5kg summit clash.

With 11 medals, India topped in
the on-going edition of the event, fol-
lowed by Uzbekistan (10), Ireland (7)
and Kazakhstan (7).

This year's championships wit-
nessed participation from close to
600 boxers from 73 countries.

India's eight medals in the
women's section is also the highest
for any country.

Having already won three gold

medals, Ravina (63kg) and Kirti
(+81kg) will look to add two moreyel-
low metals to India's kitty when they
fight in the women's final on the last
day of the competition.

Ravina and Kirti will be up
against Megan deCler of
Netherlands and Ireland's Elizabeth
D'Arcy respectively.

Besides three gold and two silver
on the penultimate day, India's tally
also includes four bronze medals
coming from Tamanna (50kg),
Kunjarani Devi Thongam (60kg),
Muskan (75kg) and Lashu Yadav
(70kg), who lost in the semifinals.

Ahmedabad, Nov 26 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir extended
their dream run in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy to the quarter-
finals as they knocked Kerala
out from the tournament with
a seven-wicket win, here on
Saturday.
In-form Auqib Nabi led the
show with his career-best haul
of 4/39, helping J&K skittle out
Kerala for a paltry 174 in 47.4
overs after they opted to field
in their first-ever Vijay Hazare
Trophy knockout match.
In reply, J&K cantered home in
37.5 overs with Shubham
Khajuria (76) and Qamran
Iqbal (51) setting up win with
their 113-run opening stand in
21.4 overs. In the form of his
life, Khajuria smashed six
sixes and five fours in his 61-
ball knock, which was his
fourth half-century on the trot
this season. However, he was
run out for a second consecu-
tive time as J&K lost three
wickets for the addition of just
32 runs. But there was no
scoreboard pressure and
Henan Nazir and Fazil Rashid
sealed their sixth win from
seven matches this season.

2nd ODI: Indian batting needs
fresh approach to save series

Match Starts: 7 am IST.

J&K knock out
Kerala, make dream

quarterfinals

Youth World Boxing Championships

Vishwanath, Vanshaj, Devika clinch gold medals Doha, Nov 26:

Robert Lewandowski finally got
his World Cup goal as Poland
downed an impressive Saudi
Arabian side on Saturday. Piotr
Zielinski scored the other goal
as it was far from a straightfor-
ward night for the Polish outfit.
The match started with Saudi
Arabia very much on the front
foot and Poland was pinned to
their own box. In the seventh
minute, the Green Falcons got
their first corner of the match
but nothing major came out of
it. The Polish side was well and
truly under the pump at that
point and Matty Cash and Jakub
Kiwior were given two quick
yellow cards by the referee.
Milik then made it three yellows
shortly afterward.
Poland would slowly get them-
selves back into the game and
got their goal against the run of
play in the 39th minute when
Robert Lewandowski got into
the box and laid off a pass to
Zielinski who slotted it into the
roof of the net.
Saudi Arabia was handed a life-
line five minutes later when
Bilik fouled Al-Shehri inside the
box and a penalty was awarded
after a VAR consultation.

However, Poland goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny made a dou-
ble save, first the penalty and
the rebound shot to ensure that
the score remained 1-0 heading
into the break. The second half
started much like the first with
Saudi Arabia on the front foot
and Szczesny once again into
action in the 55th minute of the
game as he denied Al-Dawsari
from close range.
Then came a 10-minute period
in which Poland struck the post
twice. First, it was Arkadiusz
Milik in the 63rd minute and
then, three minutes later,
Lewandowski also struck the
woodwork.
The Green Falcons kept on

pushing for the equalizer and
came agonizingly close in the
77th minute when Al-Malki's
shot went just wide.
However, Saudi hearts were
broken in the 82nd minute when
Lewandowski broke his World
Cup duck. An error from Al-
Malki meant that the Polish
No.9 was straight on goal and
sent it past Mohammed
Alowais. The Barca striker
thought he scored his second of
the night but Alowais made a
clinical save to deny the Polish
star and keep the score at 2-0.
However, the miss didn't come
to haunt Poland as they secured
all three points in the end and
went to the top of Group C.

Poland secure 2-0 win over Saudi Arabia



Woman ragpicker shares
her woes with Rahul 

Barwaha (MP), Nov 26 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi interacted with a
woman ragpicker as his
Bharat Jodo Yatra passed
through a town in
Khargone district of
Madhya Pradesh on
Saturday, during which
she told him about the is-
sues she and her family
faced, including lack of
basic amenities like elec-
tricity and water.

The foot march led by
Gandhi entered the fourth
day of its Madhya
Pradesh leg on Saturday.
After an overnight halt,
the yatra began from
Mortakka in Khandwa

district in the morning.
When it was passing
through Barwaha town in
Khargone, Gandhi met 45-
year-old ragpicker
Shannu and her family
members, who were part
of the crowd standing
along the road.

"We are poor and make
a living through ragpick-
ing at different places. We
live in a hut, which doesn't
even have electricity and
water," she told Gandhi
during their interaction.
The woman and her fami-
ly members said that their
voice was not being heard.
"My children can't even go
to school," she said.

Meanwhile, Congress

general secretary in-
charge of Uttar Pradesh
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
along with her husband
Robert Vadra and son
Raihan participated in
the yatra for the third con-
secutive day. The yatra
will reach Mhow, the
birthplace of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar,
this evening.

A Congress leader said
that a public meeting has
been organised in Mhow
to mark the Constitution
Day on Saturday, which
will be addressed by
Gandhi and party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge.

Both the leaders will
also pay homage at the

memorial built at Dr
Ambedkar's birthplace.

The Gandhi-led yatra,
which began from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu on September 7, en-
tered the Bharatiya
Janata Party-ruled
Madhya Pradesh on
November 23 in
Burhanpur district from
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Maharashtra.

As per the programme
announced by the
Congress, the yatra will
cover a distance of 380
kms in the Malwa-Nimar
region of western
Madhya Pradesh within
12 days, before it enters
Rajasthan on December 4.
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Godhra (Gujarat), Nov 26 (PTI): 

A road cleaves through,
marking the divide be-
tween Muslim dominated
areas and Hindu majority
localities, a metaphor per-
haps for communal fis-
sures that run deep in a
town that instantly recalls
the 2002 Gujarat riots.

Twenty years after the
burning of a train in
Godhra killed 59 karse-
vaks' and triggered one of
India's worst post-
Partition riots, the poll-
scape reflects the yawning
gulf between the two com-
munities.

While several minority
community residents com-
plain of no development in
their localities, people
from other areas of the
city admit to problems but

say they will vote on the
issue of Hindutva and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's popularity.

Corruption, rising un-
employment and anti-in-
cumbency against the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) that has been ruling
the state for 27 years re-
main major issues in this
sensitive constituency.
However, Hindutva and
Modi are determining fac-
tors and may triumph
them all.

The road cuts through
Patelwada and Polan
Bazaar area near Rani
Masjid, the former home
to most Hindus and other
communities and the lat-
ter dominated by Muslims.
And the differences are
visible. Polan Bazaar and
its surrounding areas are

crisscrossed by potholed,
shoddily patchworked
roads, garbage piled up on
the sides and a choked
drain winding through a
distance away.

The roads on the other
side of the Muslim ghetto
are wide. The Gujarat
Industrial Development
Corporation (GIDC) hous-
es small industrial units.
There is also a theatre, a
Pantaloon showroom, and
car showrooms

"There are no banks,
ATMs, playgrounds on our
side of town," Ishak
Bokda, a supporter of the
All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen's
(AIMIM), told PTI.

"Development has al-
ways been on the other
side dominated by Hindus
and other communities,"

added Faisal Suleja,
AIMIM's councillor.

The Asaduddin Owaisi-
led AIMIM stunned every-
one last year by bagging
seven seats in the 44-mem-
ber civic body. Godhra has
around 2,79,000 voters. Of
these, 72,000 are in the
Muslim dominated area.

As campaign picks up
for the 182-member
Assembly elections being
held over two phases on
December 1 and 5, most
bets are on BJP's sitting
MLA C K Raulji who has
been representing Godhra
since 2007 -- from 2007 to
2016 as part of the
Congress and the saffron
party since 2017.

Against him are the
Congress' Rashmitaben
Chauhan, new entrant
Aam Aadmi Party's (AAP)

Rajeshbhai Patel and
AIMIM's Shabbir Kachba
who is seeking to cement
the gains made by the
party in the civic polls last
year. Kachba, a 33-year old
local imam, accused Raulji
of not addressing the is-
sues faced by the con-
stituency, which votes in
the second phase.

"More importantly, how
can a person who called
Bilkis Bano case convicts
'sanskari' be elected," he
said, referring to Raulji's
comments on those con-
victed in the 2002 gangrape
and murder case. They
have now been freed.

According to Raulji, his
main agenda will be to
fully implement the proj-
ects started from 2017, in-
cluding a 400-bed medical
college and an irrigation

project for 104 villages.
The pandemic, lack of

opportunities and devel-
opment are a constant
concern. No riots have
been reported after 2002
from this town in
Panchmahal district of
Gujarat that has had a
chequered history of
communal riots since
Independence.

The polarisation is evi-
dent. Many expressed
their disappointment
with the ruling BJP but
said they would again
vote for the party.

Like Manish Shah, 48, a
restaurateur and real es-
tate developer who who
lost his mother to Covid
and said lack of major in-
dustries and corruption
are major issues in
Godhra.

Storytelling traditions of India,
seven nations come together 

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The unique Kathakar
festival opened here on
Friday evening with im-
mersive sessions by a few
seasoned storytellers from
Australia, the United
Kingdom, Mongolia and
Sierra Leone. Organised
in partnershipp with the
Ministry of Culture, the
Kathakar festival was in-
augurated by Union
Minister of Law and
Justice Kiren Rijiju at
Sunder Nursery.

The festival also hosted
a conversation between
singer Mohit Chauhan
and actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui on the topic of

"Kissey Kahani aur
Adakari". "I applaud the
organisers of the
Kathakar for providing a
platform to storytellers
from around the world.
Our society has forgotten
the importance of our sto-
rytelling tradition, so we
need to encourage plat-
forms like these.

Our government will
further contribute to
Kathakar in the future,"
Rijiju said at the inaugu-
ration. The four-day festi-
val will hear stories from
seven nations, including
South Korea and Israel.

"Stories emerging from
villages are very powerful
as life is totally different

there...I love folk songs
and stories that are con-
nected to our lives.
Whenever I meet film-
makers, I urge them to
make movies based on
stories from villages,"
filmmaker-writer Imtiaz
Ali, who is also a patron of
the festival, said in a state-
ment.

The festival will also
host Sufi musical night by
Satpal Wadali, a session
with actor Sanjay Mishra
at India Gate, Kabir Vani
by acclaimed folk singer
Prahlad Singh Tipaniya,
and shadow puppet show
by Ramchandra Pulavar
and team.

Among International

artists this year, Kathakar
will feature Niall
Moorjani and Sarah
Rundle (United Kingdom),
Lilian Rodrigues Pang
(Australia), Baatarjav
Erdenetsogt (Mongolia),
Alim Kamara (Sierra
Leonne), Seung Ah Kim
(South Korea) and Yossi
Alfi (Israel).

"This festival was start-
ed by the Gahilote sisters,
Rachna, Prarthana &
Shaguna in 2010 under the
aegis of UNESCO to pre-
serve and promote the an-
cient art of storytelling. I
have been associated with
it from the very beginning
and have seen how this
festival has evolved.

Deaf-mute girl’s
rape in Raj

Jaipur, Nov 26 (PTI): 

The Rajasthan State
Human Rights
Commission has sought a
factual report from the SP
and Collector of Barmer in
the alleged gang rape of a
mute and deaf girl there.

A 20-year-old Dalit girl
was allegedly raped by four
to five unidentified men
while she had gone to graze
goats in Rajasthan's
Barmer district on
Thursday. The chairman of
the state human rights
commission justice G K
Vyas took a suo moto cogni-
sance of media reports and
sought a factual report
from Barmer

Superintendent of Police
(SP) and Collector after get-
ting the matter examined
by senior officials. SP
Barmer Deepak Bhargava
said the accused could not
be identified so far.

The help of a sign expert
was also taken but the girl
could not tell the details be-
cause she is uneducated,
the SP said, adding that the
matter was being further
investigated. According to
a complaint filed by the
family members, the inci-
dent had happened on
Thursday evening in area
under Dhorimanna police
station limits in Barmer
when the girl had gone to
graze goats.

Jamaat-e-Islami’s properties
worth over Rs 90 cr sealed

Srinagar, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir's Anantnag
district on Saturday sealed
several properties worth
more than Rs 90 crores be-
longing to the banned
Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI), offi-
cials said. The properties in
the south Kashmir district
were sealed on the orders of
the district magistrate and
the recommendation of the
State Investigation Agency
(SIA), they said.

"The SIA has discovered
assets of banned Jamat-e-
Islami throughout J-K
worth crores. Today in
Anantnag, properties at
eleven locations worth
more than Rs 90 crores,
after being notified by DM
Anantnag on the recom-

mendation of SIA J-K, have
been barred with restric-
tions on usage and entry,"
officials said. Besides "red
entry" to this effect has
been made in the relevant
revenue records to choke
the availability of funds for
secessionist activities and
to dismantle the ecosystem
of anti-national elements
and terror networks hostile
to India's sovereignty, they
said. The sealed properties
include residential houses,
commercial complexes, or-
chards and land. These are
the second set of JeI prop-
erties to be notified. The ac-
tion would uproot the men-
ace of terror funding to a
great extent in J-K, besides
being a stepping stone in
ensuring rule of law and a
society, they said.

SONZAL-2022

Defence Secretary Giridhar Aramane officers and cadets after paying homage at the National War Memorial
on the occasion of NCC Raising Day, in New Delhi, Saturday. 

NCC RAISING DAY

During his Bharat Jodo Yatra

KATHAKAR FESTIVAL

A student makes a clay art at a competition during the youth festival 'Sonzal-2022' at Kashmir University 
campus, in Srinagar, Saturday.

SHRC seeks report from Barmer SP, Collector

‘Conversion of SC into small
causal court must stop’

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

Attorney General for
India R Venkataramani on
Saturday stressed on the
need to decongest the
Supreme Court and said it
is important that the gov-
ernment stops overloading
it with endless statutory ap-
peals and huge flow of
cases from high courts.

Addressing a gathering
at the Constitution Day cel-
ebrations at the Supreme
Court, Venkataramani said
there is a need to have a liti-
gation policy for the gov-
ernment so that every mat-
ter does not become a mat-
ter of litigation.

Since 2015, November 26
is observed as Constitution
Day to commemorate the
adoption of the
Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly in
1949. Earlier, the day was
observed as Law Day.

"It is important that the
government stops overload-

ing the Supreme Court
with endless statutory ap-
peals alongside seamless
and huge flow of cases
from high courts. The con-
version of the Supreme
Court into a small causal
court must stop," he said,
adding that the high court
should also be decongested.

Venkataramani said
every department must
have a resolution wing
with competent and inde-
pendent legal equipment to
resolve facts based issues.

"Only complex matters
with legal issues which
cannot be resolved must go
for institutional resolution.
I am confident the govern-
ment will give an ear to an
earnest attorney general to
draw a quick roadmap,"
Venkataramani said at the
event also attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud.

The attorney general
said family courts needed
to become more comfort-
able and that there was a
need for a settlement com-
mission when it came to
property law and more.

"Rule of law is a non-vio-
lent revolution. More room
for rule of law reduces vio-
lence. I look forward to a
day when the west may
come learning from us on
justice standards.
Colonialism of minds and
people would be free," 
he said.

R Venkataramani

Solo art show
focusses on ‘gazing

through parallax’
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI):
Mumbai-based artist
Susmita Sharma explores
the multiple existences of
people and events in her
ongoing solo art show
'Gazing through the
Parallax' here. She is show-
casing more than 55 works
of art at the Lalit Kala
Akademi here. "I love to
work with the graphic
print-making medium. The
emotive lines and grada-
tions, textures and colours
as elements of form be-
come most enigmatic and
satisfying for my expres-
sion," she says, adding the
process becomes medita-
tive, like a soliloquy of
imagination and thoughts.
Sharma feels the art of
print making though is yet
to find its due limelight in
the mainstream art world.
"The elaborate setup of stu-
dios, space, equipment,
press etc are assembled
over years, are single hand-
edly maintained by artists.
The process is tedious and
time consuming.

20 years after train carnage, communal fissures run deep in Godhra
LIFE ON THE OTHER SIDE


