
Child found dead
HHaammiirrppuurr::  The body of a
two-year-old girl was
found in Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur town
on Friday morning, police
said. While the locals
claimed that the girl was
mauled by stray dogs, the
investigation into the
cause of death is still
underway, they said. The
body of the minor, who
was missing since
Thursday night, was found
near near a thatched hut,
they said, adding the vic-
tim’s family is a resident
of Bhagat Nagar in
Punjab’s Hoshiarpur.

Three boys drown
KKaatthhuuaa//JJaammmmuu:: Three
boys drowned while tak-
ing a bath in a river in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kathua district, officials
said. Pankaj Sharma,
Pankaj Kumar and
Sheetal Kumar, all resi-
dents of Billawer, were
swept away into the deep
waters of the Bhinni river
while bathing, they said.
Police launched a search
operation after they
received information
about the incident
from locals and fished

out the bodies from the
river, they said.

Dalit man thrashed
JJaaiippuurr::  A Dalit man was
allegedly beaten up and
forced to wear a garland
made of shoes by three
men on Friday in
Rajasthan’s Sirohi district,
police said. The accused
thrashed Bharat Kumar
Julawa and also recorded
a video of the act, Kotwali
Station Officer Rajendra
Singh Rajpurohit said.
They later uploaded the
video online. An FIR has
been filed against all
three under the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
Act, police said.

IED found 
RRaammbbaann//JJaammmmuu::  Police
found an improvised
explosive device (IED) in
a mini-bus that was car-
rying around 20 passen-
gers on the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
in Ramban district on
Friday, officials said. “We
received specific informa-
tion that a matador is car-
rying a suspicious object.
The vehicle was search
and a suspected object
was found at 12 pm,” SSP
Ramban Mohita Sharma
told reporters here. The
bus was intercepted at
the Nashri checkpoint.

AUTUMN ART EXHIBIT

Visitors look at the artwork during ‘The Autumn Art Exhibit’ by artist Deepa Soni,
at the Kashmir Government Arts Emporium in Srinagar, Friday.
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BRIEF

Bollywood actors Kriti Sanon
and Sophie Choudry pose for

photographs during 
promotion of ‘Bhediya’

movie in Mumbai, Friday.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said India was correcting
its past mistakes by cele-
brating its heritage and re-
membering its unsung
bravehearts who were lost
in the pages of history
written as part of a con-
spiracy during the colo-
nial era.

Addressing the 400th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of legendary Ahom
general Lachit
Barphukan, Modi said the
history of India was not
just about slavery but also
about its warriors and it
was important that the col-
lective sense of history
was not limited to a few
decades or centuries.

“The history of India is
not just about slavery. The
history of India is about
emerging victorious, it is
about the valour of count-
less greats. India’s history
is about standing against
tyranny with unprece-
dented valour and

courage,” he said.
The prime minister said

unfortunately even after
Independence, the history
that was written as part of
a conspiracy during the
colonial era continued to
be taught.

“After independence
there was a need to change

the agenda of foreigners
who made us slaves, but it
did not happen. The sto-
ries of fierce resistance to
tyranny in every part of
the country were wilfully
suppressed,” Modi said.

He said there were
countless stories of victo-
ry over tyranny during the

long period of repression.
“The mistake of not giv-

ing those events in the
mainstream is being recti-
fied now,” he said.

Modi also recalled how
Barphukan had kept na-
tional interest above blood
relations and did not hesi-
tate to punish his close rel-
ative.

“Lachit Barphukan’s
life inspires us to rise
above the dynasty and
think about the country.
He had said that no rela-
tionship is bigger than the
country,” he said.

Barphukan was the fa-
mous General of the Royal
Army of the Ahom
Kingdom of Assam who
defeated the Mughals and
successfully halted the
ever-expanding ambitions
of the Mughals under
Aurangzeb, Modi said.

The prime minister said
the unmatched bravery of
the land of Assam and the
northeast was evident as
they had repulsed the in-
vasions of Turks, Afghans
and Mughals.

Rectifying past mistakes 
by celebrating heroes: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Assam Governer
Jagdish Mukhi and Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma during the closing ceremony of the year-long
celebrations of the 400th birth anniversary of Lachit
Barphukan, in New Delhi, Friday.

SC upholds
HC bail to

Teltumbde
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed NIA’s plea
challenging the bail granted by
the Bombay High Court to
scholar-activist Anand
Teltumbde in the Elgar
Parishad-Maoist links case.   A
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice Hima
Kohli said it will not interfere
with the high court order
granting bail to Teltumbde.
“We will not interfere,” the
bench said.  “The petition is
dismissed. However, the obser-
vations contained in the
impugned judgement of the
high court shall not be treated
as conclusive final findings at
the trial,” the apex court noted. 
The high court had on
November 18 granted bail to
Teltumbde noting prima facie
the only case made out against
him relates to alleged associa-
tion with a terror group and the
support given to it, for which
the maximum punishment is 10
years in jail. It had also noted
there was no evidence to show
he was an active member of
the banned CPI (Maoist) or had
indulged in any terrorist act.
The high court had, however,
stayed its bail order for a week
so the National Investigation
Agency could appeal its order
in the Supreme Court. 

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Resisting the Supreme
Court’s attempt to revisit
the 2016 demonetisation
exercise, the government
said on Friday the court
cannot decide a matter
when no tangible relief
can be granted by way of
“putting the clock back”
and “unscrambling a
scrambled egg”.

The remarks by
Attorney General R
Venkataramani came
after the apex court asked
the Union government to
explain whether it con-
sulted the the Central
Board of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) before under-
taking demonetisation of
Rs 500 and Rs 1000 denomi-

nation notes in 2016. A
five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice S
A Nazeer is hearing a
batch of 58 petitions chal-
lenging the demonetisa-
tion exercise.

“The only submission
you have made is that
these are all economic is-
sues done by experts (so)
don’t touch it. What is
your opposition to the plea
of the other side? Tell us
what is your submission
to counter their submis-
sions. They said it is not in
conformity with section
26 (2) of the RBI Act.

“You are arguing that
the objectives set out have
been achieved. But, we
want you to address the al-
legation that the process

followed was flawed. Show
us the procedure was fol-
lowed or not,” the bench,
also comprising Justices
B R Gavai, A S Bopanna, V
Ramasubramanian, and B
V Nagarathna, said.

Section 26(2) of the RBI
Act says “On recommen-
dation of the Central
Board the Central
Government may, by noti-
fication in the Gazette of
India, declare that, with
effect from such date as
may be specified in the no-
tification, any series of
bank notes of any denomi-
nation shall cease to be
legal tender save at such
office or agency of the
Bank and to such extent
as may be specified in the
notification.”

Ahmedabad, Nov 25:

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday said
anti-social elements earli-
er indulged in violence in
Gujarat as the Congress
supported them, but after
the perpetrators were
“taught a lesson” in 2002,
they stopped such activi-
ties and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) estab-
lished “permanent peace”
in the state. Parts of
Gujarat had witnessed
large-scale violence in 2002
following the train burn-
ing incident at Godhra
railway station in
February that year.

Addressing a rally in
Mahudha town of Kheda
district in support of BJP

candidates ahead of the
next month’s Assembly
elections, Mr Shah al-
leged, “During the
Congress rule in Gujarat
(before 1995), communal
riots were rampant.
Congress used to incite
people of different com-
munities and castes to
fight against each other.
Through such riots,
Congress had strength-

ened its vote bank and did
injustice to a large section
of the society.” Mr Shah
claimed that Gujarat wit-
nessed riots in 2002 be-
cause perpetrators be-
came habitual of in-
dulging in violence due to
the prolonged support
they received from the
Congress.

“But after they were
taught a lesson in 2002,
these elements left that
path (of violence). They
refrained from indulging
in violence from 2002 till
2022. BJP has established
permanent peace in
Gujarat by taking strict ac-
tion against those who
used to indulge in commu-
nal violence,” the Union
minister said.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

The work on India’s
first night sky sanctuary
in Ladakh will be com-
pleted in over a month’s
time, Union minister
Jitendra Singh said on
Friday.

The night sky sanctu-
ary will attract tourists
from across the world
over to picturesque
Ladakh and also boost
astro-tourism in the re-
gion, he said during a
meeting with Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh, R K
Mathur, who had called on
him at North Block here.
“The work on India’s first-
ever night sky sanctuary,

being set up by CSIR
under Union Ministry of
Science & Technology, in
Ladakh’s Hanle is going

on in full swing and shall
be complete in over a
month’s time,” said
Singh, the Minister of

State for Personnel. It will
boost astro tourism in
India and will be one of
the world’s highest-locat-
ed sites for optical, infra-
red, and gamma-ray tele-
scopes, a statement issued
by the Personnel Ministry
said. Friday’s meeting
was a follow-up to the one
held between the two in
September this year,
when the Union Minister
had announced that the
setting up of India’s first-
ever “night sky sanctu-
ary” in Ladakh. The two
leaders also discussed a
wide range of develop-
ment related issues per-
taining to the Union
Territory, it said.

Nawada, Nov 25: In a
shocking incident that
has come to light from
Bihar’s Nawada district,
the panchayat allegedly
let off a rape accused
after ordering him to do
sit-ups as punishment,
police sources said. The
local police informed
that the accused was
from the same village as

the minor girl he alleged-
ly raped. Sources said
three days ago, a pan-
chayat was convened in
the matter and the pan-
chayat chief or
mukhiya, as the post is
called locally, sentenced
the accused youth to do
sit-ups five times as a
punishment for the al-
leged rape.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

India will get its first tilt-
ing trains by 2025-26 with
100 Vande Bharat trains
being manufactured using
this technology which en-
ables trains to maneuver
curves at higher speeds,
just as a motorbike on a
winding road, a senior offi-
cial said on Friday. He said
100 of the 400 Vande Bharat
trains to be manufactured
by 2025 will have this tech-
nology. “We will have tilt-
ing trains in the country.
We will tie up with a tech-

nology partner for this. We
will have this technology
in 100 Vande Bharat trains
over the next two to three
years,” the official noted.

Tilting trains have a
mechanism enabling high-
er speed on regular broad-
gauge tracks. They tilt
while negotiating a bend or
curve on the track. Such
trains are now operational
in 11 countries — Italy,
Portugal, Slovenia,
Finland, Russia, the Czech
Republic, the UK,
Switzerland, China,
Germany and Romania.
Explaining how such
trains work, an official said
as a train rounds a curve at
speed, it cause objects to
slide about.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255  ((PPTTII))::  The
vigilance directorate has rec-
ommended a probe by a “spe-
cialised agency” into an alleged
scam in the construction of
classrooms in Delhi government
schools, prompting the BJP to
demand the resignation of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Reacting to it, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
the BJP headquarters “writes a
script” and issues it to the
media. A report of the Delhi
government’s vigilance direc-
torate recommending the probe
into the “Rs 1,300-crore scam”
has been submitted to the chief
secretary, official sources said.
The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC), in a report
dated February 17, 2020, high-
lighted “glaring irregularities”

in the construction of over 2,400
classrooms in Delhi government
schools by the Public Works
Department (PWD). The com-
mission had sent the report to
the Delhi government’s vigi-
lance directorate seeking its
comments on the matter in
February 2020. “The directorate
however kept sitting on the
report for two-and-half years
until LG (Lieutenant Governor)
V K Saxena asked the chief sec-
retary to inquire into the delay
in August this year and submit a
report,” a source said. The vigi-
lance directorate has also rec-
ommended “fixing responsibili-
ties” of the officials concerned
of the Education Department
and PWD who were involved in
the “bungling” of nearly Rs
1,300 crore, the sources said.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said India does not believe
in a world order where a
few are considered superi-
or to others and asserted
the country’s actions are
guided by the essence of
human equality and digni-
ty that is part of its an-
cient ethos. In his address
at the Indo-Pacific
Regional Dialogue (IPRD)
2022 held here, he also said
India has always seen se-
curity and prosperity as a
“collective pursuit” of the
entire humankind, in
which there is no possibili-
ty of “island security or
prosperity”. “It is my firm
belief that if security be-

comes a truly collective en-
terprise, then we can
think of creating a global
order that is beneficial for
all of us,” Singh said.

The defence minister
said now “we require to el-
evate the paradigm of col-
lective security” to a level
of shared interests and
shared security. “India be-
lieves in a multi-aligned

policy which is realised
through diverse engage-
ments through multiple
stakeholders so that views
and concerns of all can be
discussed and addressed
for prosperity for all,”
Singh said.

To talk of the security
paradigm, national securi-
ty should not be consid-
ered a zero-sum game and
“we should strive to create
a win-win situation for
all,” he said, adding, “we
should be guided by en-
lightened self-interest
which is sustainable and
resilient to shocks”.

The defence minister
also asserted that “a
strong, prosperous India
wouldn’t be built at cost of
others.

Suvendu meets
Mamata for the first

time after polls
Kolkata: In a first since
last year’s state elections,
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday held a
“courtesy meeting” with
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari at her
chamber in the state
Assembly, raising eye-
brows in political circles.

Later, during a discus-
sion on ‘Constitution Day’
in the House, the CM said
that she had at one point
adored him like a brother.

Adhikari and Banerjee
had been at loggerheads
since the end of 2020 when
he switched over to the
BJP from the TMC and de-
feated the TMC supremo
in Nandigram in the
Assembly polls.

Bihar panchayat lets off rape
accused after doing 5 sit-ups

Don’t put the clock back, govt tells SC
Court puts note ban under scanner

BJP taught a lesson in 2002,  
permanent peace in Gujarat: Amit Shah

India to get first tilting
trains by 2025-26: Rlys

 100 ‘Vande Bharat’
trains to use 
this technology

‘Probe Rs 1300-cr scam in building
classrooms of Delhi govt schools’

Work on India’s first-ever night sky sanctuary in
Ladakh will be over in month’s time: Jitendra Singh

India doesn’t believe in world order where few 
are considered superior to others: Rajnath Singh

Grand closing of exhibition ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’ at Durg University 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: It is a mat-
ter of pride to having been
able to successfully dis-
play the culture of
Chhattisgarh under one
pandal. This exhibition
will prove to be a mile-
stone for professors, stu-
dents, researchers and stu-
dents appearing in com-
petitive exams, stated
Professor MK Verma, Vice
Chancellor, Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technical University on
Friday. Dr Verma was ex-
pressing his views as the
chief guest at the conclud-

ing ceremony of the exhi-
bition organized by
Hemchand Yadav
University on the theme
"Hamar Chhattisgarh".
After inspecting the stalls
of 25 colleges affiliated to
the university, in the pres-
ence of about 1000 people,
Professor Verma said that
we should be proud of
Chhattisgarhi culture and
traditions.

The closing ceremony
started with the presenta-
tion of Chhattisgarh's
state song Arpa Pairi Dhar
and University's Kulgeet.
In the closing ceremony,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,

Dean, Student Welfare,
presented the complete de-
tails of the two-day exhibi-
tion. During the exhibi-
tion, Dr Sapna Sharma of

Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar Post
Graduate Autonomous
College, Durg, gave a in-
vite lecture on the topic

"India Mother of
Democracy". Everyone ap-
preciated this invited lec-
ture organized on the occa-
sion of Constitution Day.

In his speech at the clos-
ing ceremony, Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep gave
credit for the success of
the exhibition to all the

participants of the col-
lege. Kuldeep expected
similar cooperation from
the colleges in future also.
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice-
Chancellor of Durg
University expressed hap-
piness and said that every
stall displayed by the col-
leges is commendable.

Hemchand Yadav
University (Durg
University) will continue
to organise such creative
activities in future also.
Chief Guest Professor
MK Verma gave away
awards to the winners.
The participating colleges
of the exhibition focused

on the subject of Hamar
Chhattisgarh were award-
ed by the guests on the
basis of their quality.
Chief guest Professor
Verma visited the stalls of
each college and encour-
aged the participants by
asking questions.

A general knowledge
competition based on the
Constitution of India was
also organised during the
exhibition, which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all
the participants. At the
end of the programme,
Dr Prashant Srivastava
proposed the vote of
thanks.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2255:: Rajhara Iron Ore
Mine Group of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, under the aegis of CSR de-
partment organised a free medical
camp for villages of the Mines
group. A free health camp by the
Corporate Social Responsibility
Department in collaboration with
the Medical and Health Services
Department was organised on
November 24, 2022 at Mahamaya
Mines.

In continuation of the free peri-
odical health camps organised
regularly in 21 villages by the CSR
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant,
this initiative is now being started
in the area of Dalli Rajhara Iron
Ore Group. Under this, the first
camp was organised on November
24, 2022 at Mahamaya. The camp
began at 10:00 hrs and general

checkup, Diabetes checkup, BP
checkup were done and medicines
were given free of cost. 

During the camp, 179 persons
got themselves checked including
138 adults and 41 children. The
residents of 7 villages of
Mahamaya mines got benefitted
from this camp. Bhilai Steel Plant

has been providing free of cost
Medical and Health facilities to its
surrounding peripheral areas for a
long time. This camp will be held
periodically in these areas. The
objective of this camp is to provide
better medical facilities to the
people living in remote rural and
forest areas.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2255::  Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena had given instruc-
tions to work on model baadis to
promote organic farming in the dis-
trict and for easy availability of or-
ganic products to the people. In
these model baadis, vegetable crops
have been identified by the experts
according to the land. 

Collector visited Borenda and
Kesra of Patan block on Friday to in-
spect the work being done in these
model baadis. District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Dewangan was also
present. Okra crop was being plant-
ed in one and a half acres in Kesra.
He also saw the guava plantation.
The Collector said that five orchards
should be developed in every block.

He asked the officers that the fruits
and vegetables produced from these
baadis should be used in Anganwadi
centers, schools and health centers.
Along with this, vegetables would be
supplied to organic marts. Janpad
Panchayat Vice President Ashok
Sahu was also present.

The Collector also inspected the
Anganwadi center in Borenda. He
instructed the officers of the
Women and Child Development
Department to feed eggs and ba-
nanas for the nutrition of the chil-
dren. He said that such families
should be identified which consume

eggs. Only bananas will be fed in the
Anganwadi center. Eggs will be sent
to the homes of families which con-
sume eggs. 

He said that this information
should be collected by surveying the
families of the children coming to all
Anganwadis so that work can be
started in this direction at the earli-
est. The Collector also inspected the
Swami Atmanand School in
Ranitarai. He inspected the class XII.
The enrolled strength was 44 and 43
students were present. The
Collector praised the teachers for
good attendance. 

As it was a chemistry period, the
Collector asked the equation of a re-
action. When the children gave the
correct answer, the Collector appre-
ciated them. In view of the number
of students, the Collector also gave
instructions to construct an addi-
tional floor.

Collector visited the stadium in
Ranitarai. The work of the stadium
has been completed up to 60 per-
cent. The Collector gave instructions
for its construction within the time
limit. There is an arrangement for
both indoor and outdoor games. The
Collector was also instructed to pre-

pare infrastructure for weightlifting,
karate and lawn tennis etc. Along
with this, instructions were given to
prepare an action plan for their op-
eration and maintenance.

The Collector also saw livelihood
related activities in Kesra Gauthan.
He saw activities like poultry farming
and fisheries. Also saw the work of
crushing pulses and oil. He instructed
them to increase the capacity of the
hen shed. Dragon fruit plants have
also been planted here. He also gave
suggestions regarding its promotion.
The Collector also saw the unit for
making cow dung paint. The
Collector also directed to rear
Sahiwal and Gir cows, which give
good milk, so that the groups can
work in the direction of milk busi-
ness. The Collector also saw the work
of the Kauhi Lift Irrigation Scheme.
With the completion of this scheme,
the farmers of nearby villages will be
able to get water for irrigation. The
Collector instructed to complete this
work within the time limit.

NMDC senior women
Handball Team departs

for Andhra Pradesh

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: The 51st
Senior Women's National
Handball Tournament is
being organized by
Andhra Pradesh Handball
Association under the
aegis of Handball
Federation of India. The
tournament is being or-
ganized at SDR School in
Nandayal (Andhra
Pradesh) from November
26 to November 30, 2022. In

the said competition, a 17-
member team of NMDC
Chhattisgarh is participat-
ing. A 07-day special train-
ing camp for NMDC senior
women handball team was
organised at Handball
Complex, Sector-4, Bhilai
from November 18 to
November 24, 2022. The
players who participated
in the Handball camp were
coached by coach Vijay
Bahadur and Rajesh
Sarkar.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: On Friday,
a day-long range level
workshop was organized
at ICAI Building in Civic
Centre for the investiga-
tion officers of the police
department. Cops were de-
tailed about the scientific
ways of evidence collec-
tion during this workshop
which was organised
under the direction of
DGP Ashok Juneja and
IGP (Durg Range) Dr
Anand Chhabra.

SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Dr TL Chandra
(Joint Director, Raipur),
Dr Mohan Patel
(Scientific Officer, Durg
Range), Dr Sanchali
Padhye (Senior Scientific
Officer, Raipur), Dr
Sandeep Vaishnav (Senior
Scientific Officer, Raipur)

conducted the workshop
and spoke about different
aspects of Evidence
Collection with scientific
methods.

The workshop was in-
augurated by lighting the
lamp and welcoming the
subject experts. At the be-
ginning of the program,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
in his introductory
speech, said that the po-
lice officers have to collect
evidence from the scene of
crime. They must have
proper knowledge to col-
lect physical evidence, bi-
ological evidence, how to
produce the evidence in
the court of law, minute
details for collecting ex-
plosive evidence, narcotic
evidence, etc.

Appropriate collection
of evidence will help the
police in achieving a high-
er conviction rate and it
will create an atmosphere
of fear among the crimi-
nals. Through this work-
shop, teams will be pre-
pared at Police Station

level so that prompt ac-
tion could be taken and
evidence could be collect-
ed in a scientific manner
even in the absence of
Forensic Experts.

In the second phase of
the workshop, Dr TL
Chandra (Joint Director,
Administration and
MOC) explained in detail
about the method of in-
spection of crime scenes
and collection of physical

evidence. He also detailed
the evidence collection
kit.

Thereafter, Dr Mohan
Patel (Scientific Officer,
Durg Division) discussed
the precautions and pack-
aging, cataloguing in the
diary, DNA examination
and collection, witnesses
in explosive and narcotic
cases and the kit provided
to the police officers by
the Scientific Officer,

Durg Division. A detailed
discussion was held in
this regard and a demo
was also given.

In the third phase of the
workshop, Dr Sanchali
Padhye (Senior Scientific
Officer, Raipur) discussed
about the role of forensic
science in sexual assault
case and introduction and
practical demonstration
of the importance of DNA
SAECK kit. In the fourth
phase of the workshop,
feedback was taken by Dr
Sandeep Vaishnav, a sen-
ior scientific officer from
Raipur. He spoke about
the compilation of evi-
dence related to poisons,
chemicals and narcotics.

Evidence collection kits
which included Laser
Distance Unit, Laser Light
Pen, Direction Compass,
UV Light Fingerprint Kit,
Folding Scale, Rigid Photo
Type, Knife, etc were pro-
vided to the officers of all
the police stations of the
Durg range at the work-
shop. Glass cutter, magnet

pen type, file, gloves, blood
identification strip, cutter,
screwdriver, shoe cover, ev-
idence bag, sample con-
tainer and other state-of-
the-art equipment were
also provided.

The programme was
conducted by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu. He ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the senior scientific offi-
cers who explained the sci-
entific methods of evi-
dence collection which are
used by the Forensic
Science Laboratory and
Scene of Crime Unit.

More than 100 officers of
ranks including Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Inspector,
Investigation Officers from
Districts Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Kawardha,
Balod, Bemetara of Durg
range participated in the
workshop and learned
about the importance of
collecting evidence in a sci-
entific manner.

Valedictory Session of 
Certificate Programme organised

at St Thomas College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25:
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of St
Thomas College, com-
menced a 15-day
Certificate Programme on
"Mass Communication - A
Tool of Various
Dimensions" valedictory
session of this program
was held on November 24.

In this 15-day program,
various speakers inspired
the students with their
speeches and taught them
the art of doing some-
thing new. Apart from the

department, students
from other streams also
registered their participa-
tion in this program.
College Principal Dr MG
Roymon was present as
the chief guest of the clos-
ing ceremony.

The program was host-
ed by Kanishk Mishra, a
third-semester student of
the department. The pro-
gram was successfully or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of Dr Reema
Dewangan, HOD in charge
of the Journalism depart-
ment, and teachers of the
department, Amitabh
Sharma and Chhavi Kiran

Sahu. Principal MG
Roymon congratulated the
department for this certifi-
cate program and told how
this program was useful
for the students.

The Principal also
thanked the various
speakers present in the 15
days program. After that
Principal, Dr MG Roymon
presented certificates to
the students. Feedback on
the 15-day program was
given by all students of
the department. In the
end, an Extempore speech
competition was organ-
ized for all the participat-
ing students.

Diarrhoea outbreak: 54 
admitted to the hospitals 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: About 54
people from diarrhoea af-
fected areas of the city are
recuperating in nine hospi-
tals (private and govern-
ment) till Friday. On the
day, about 78 people sought
treatment in the OPDs.
Most of the patients are
from Vrinda Nagar, JP
Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara of Camp
area in Bhilai.

In view of the situation,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr JP Meshram
conducted discussion with
the dean of Shri Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College and formed a team
consisting of medicine spe-
cialist, paediatrician, com-
munity medicine specialist
and microbiologist. They
conducted inspections in
the entire area and gave
necessary guidelines to the
staff of UPHC
Baikunthdham.

On Friday, stool samples
were collected from
District Hospital Durg and
sent to Indian Institute of

Medical Sciences, Raipur
for examination. 60 ANMs
and 25 Mitanins surveyed
more than 2171 houses.
Adequate medicines were
stored in the infected areas
and an ambulance was
arranged to refer serious
patients to the higher cen-
tres. 543 ORS, 380 zinc
tablets and 8600 chlorine
tablets were distributed
and health education was
also given to the locals.

BMC is making sus-
tained efforts for the pre-

vention of the spread of di-
arrhoea in Vrinda Nagar,
JP Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara areas of
Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n .
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
visited the affected areas
and gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officers, em-
ployees and health work-
ers.

Initially, on the site in-
spection, it was revealed
that in Sunder Nagar, JP
Nagar, Adarsh Nagar,

Vrinda Nagar and
Santoshipara, drinking
water pipelines have been
laid parallel to the drains.
The residents of low pres-
sure areas are consuming
this water. Water is being
fetched by damaging/punc-
turing the pipeline, due to
which there is a possibility
of contamination of water
due to pipeline leakage.

The leakage of all such
pipelines is being repaired
after a thorough inspection
of the pipeline network. In

order to provide pure
drinking water, water
tankers have been
arranged in the affected
areas.

Along with the tankers,
plastic water tanks of 2000
liters capacity have been
installed in various affect-
ed areas. 26500 chlorine
tablets have been distrib-
uted so that people can use
pure drinking water and
the distribution work is
still going on. Health
camps are also organised
in the affected wards.
Samples of water from the
affected and nearby areas
are being tested daily and
according to its report,
drinking water is being
treated.

The team of BMC and
Health Department has
completed door-to-door sur-
veys to find the people hav-
ing symptoms of vomiting
and diarrhoea. Patients
needing treatment are
being admitted to the hos-
pital. People are being ad-
vised to boil water, filter it,
drink clean water, and eat
fresh and hot food.
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Cops detailed about scientific ways of evidence collection 
p Investigation officers

equipped with state-
of-the-art tools 

Model Baadis to supply organic vegetables to schools and Marts 
p Five orchards to 

be developed in
each block

Free periodical medical camp
organised at Mahamaya Mines



V-FIESTA

Variety of dance competitions and other programmes were oragnised as part of V-FIESTA- 2022-23 at Vivekanand

College here on Friday.

NIT Raipur organizes Women
Pakhwada 2022

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2255::
National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Raipur is
organizing Women Pakhwada
from 25th November to 10th
December 2022. NIT Raipur
delivered an online talk on 25th
November 2022, with the aim
of raising consciousness on the
occasion of “International Day
of Elimination of Violence
Against Women”. Dr. Varsha
Varwandkar, Educational
Psychologist & Career
Counselor was the Guest
Speaker, who is also an alum
of NIT Raipur. The event was
organized under the co-ordi-
nation of Dr. Deepmala
Sharma, Department of
Mathematics.

Dr. Varsha Varwandkar
discoursed on the topic “The
Social Psychology of Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace”. It focused
majorly on 3 acts, the first
The Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013. The
second, The Dowry

Prohibition Act of 1961 and
the last, the Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005. She gave
some invaluable suggestions
including a committee for
women rights in every firm
where more than 10 women
are working; and to raise
voice against anything wrong

by not hesitating to approach
higher authorities. She fur-
ther elaborated on the factors
such as loneliness, psycho-
logical vulnerability, job inse-
curity and lack of career-
related education, emphasiz-
ing why some women are
prone to workplace sexual
harrasment.

Delegation of Science College Alumni
Association meets Governor 

Raipur, Nov 25: A dele-
gation led by Anjay
Shukla, President,
Alumni Association of
Government Nagarjuna
Post Graduate College of
Science, Raipur called on
Governor Ms Anusaiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here
today. Shukla informed
the Governor that
Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions are being organized
on the occasion of com-
pletion of 75 years of
Science College.

About 10 thousand for-
mer students of the col-
lege will participate and
various cultural activi-
ties will also be organized
in a grand manner. The
delegation invited

Governor to attend the
function and asked her to
request the President of
the country, Mrs
Draupadi Murmu to at-
tend the function as the
chief guest. The
Governor expressed ap-
preciation for the comple-
tion of 75 glorious years
of the prestigious
Science College of the
state and appreciated the
efforts being made for the
grand celebration of
Diamond Jubilee. It is
worth mentioning that in
the last 75 years, many
students of Science
College have achieved
their special identity and
are giving excellent serv-
ices in various fields.

Legal awareness camps held

Raipur, Nov 25: Legal
awareness camps were
organized at various
places today by the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur.
Principal Judge of the
Family Court of Raipur
district Hemant Saraf,
was present in the legal
awareness camp organ-

ized at Krishna Public
School. He informed the
children about various
legal points related to the
Family Court. The
lifestyle adopted by many
people in the current en-
vironment was cited as a
major reason for the sep-
aration in the family.
Main reason for quarrels

between husband and
wife is lack of trust and
lack of respect for each
other, he said.

According to Saraf the
duty of parents should
not be limited to mar-
riage of their daughters;
rather their aim should
also be towards making
them financially empow-
ered by educating them.
A legal awareness pro-
gram was also organized
in the Law Faculty of
Chhattisgarh College.
Students were informed
about the fundamental
duties under the constitu-
tion, consumer law and
road safety.

Judge Mrs Vibha
Pandey, Registrar
Chhattisgarh State
Consumer Redressal
Commission Ms Uday
Laxmi Parmar, Mrs
Vinita Aggarwal, Head of
Department, Faculty of
Law, Chhattisgarh
College and S Madharia,
Psychiatrist, Brain and
Neuro Surgeon were
prominently present.

Illegal transportation of paddy being
monitored in border areas

Raipur, Nov 25: Strict
vigil is being maintained
in the border areas to pre-
vent illegal transportation
of paddy from other states
during ongoing paddy pro-
curement on support price
in the state. Officers and
employees have been de-
ployed at the check posts in
the border areas for check-
ing of goods carriers. As
many as 215 bags of paddy
have been seized during
the investigation in the
state’s border district
Korea. Collectors and dis-
trict level officers are con-

stantly monitoring the
arrangements in all those
areas by visiting the paddy
procurement centres.

Korea Collector on
Friday conducted a sur-
prise inspection of
Baikunthpur’s paddy pro-
curement center Salba.
Talking to the farmers
who came to sell paddy, the
collector took stock of the
arrangements available at
the procurement centre.
The collector took infor-
mation about the tokens is-
sued from the committee
manager and the purchas-

es made so far. Meanwhile,
the collector got the paddy
sacks bought from the
farmers there randomly
weighed in front of him, in
which excess weight came
out in the weighing of
some sacks. Giving strict
warnings, the Collector
gave instructions for im-
mediate improvement and
also made the farmers
aware.

The collector gave strict
instructions to the in-
charge of the procurement
center to buy paddy only
from the farmers.
Instructions were also
given to keep an eye on
middlemen. He instructed
the officials to ensure regu-
lar physical verification of
paddy stacking and gunny
bags maintenance in pro-
curement centres. The
team of officials in Koriya
district is keeping a strict
vigil on illegal storage and
transportation of paddy. In
separate action, 215 bags of
illegal paddy were seized
by the team of SDM
Baikunthpur on Friday.

District Magistrate authorised to issue adoption order

Raipur, Nov 25: Necessary
amendments  have been
made in the Juvenile
Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act
keeping in view the best in-
terest of the children. On
this basis, the new Adoption
Regulation 2022 has been
made by making important
amendments to simplify
and speed up the process. To
this end the District
Magistrate (District
Collector) has been autho-
rised to issue order of re-
sponsibility of adoption.
Earlier adoption was or-
dered by the court. Now all

the procedures of adoption
will be done at the district
level only as per the order of
the District Magistrate. The
role of District Child
Protection Unit has also
been made important in the
regulation. This informa-
tion was given today in the
state level orientation train-
ing workshop organized on
New Adoption Regulation
2022 at New Circuit House,
Civil Lines, capital Raipur.
The workshop was organ-
ized by Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
New Delhi, State Adoption
Resource Agency and
Women and Child
Development Department.

Chairperson of the State
Child Protection
Commission, Mrs
Tejkunwar Netam, repre-
sentative of Central
Adoption Authority,
Government of India,

Manish Tripathi and senior
officer Mrs Rupanshi
Pandey, Director of Women
and Child Development
Department, Mrs Divya
Mishra, State Coordinator
of Health Directorate, Dr
VR Bhagat and UNICEF
representative Abhishek
Singh attended the work-
shop.Adoption of children
is important andresponsi-
ble work, which should be
done with utmost sensitivi-
ty. said Mrs Kanwar, adding
that collectors have now
been given power to issue
adoption orders according
to new regulation. All the
adoption procedures should
be completed at the earliest,
so that secure the future of
the children, she said.
Expressing gratitude to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, she said that con-
crete arrangements have
been made for the safety

and care of children living
in institutions in
Chhattisgarh. Describing
the importance of proper
upbringing and education
for the children, she called
upon the teachers, parents
and citizens of the society
to give the right direction to
the future of the children.

According to CARA rep-
resentative Manish
Tripathi maximum develop-
ment of a child takes place
in the family only. The main
objective of Regulation
Adoption Act is to bring
children into the main-
stream of the society and
give them a family, he said.
Mrs. Rupanshi Pandey said
that to encourage adoption,
the month of November is
celebrated as Adoption
Month. Adoption
Regulation 2022 has been
implemented by making im-
portant amendments to sim-

plify the process of adop-
tion. In this, the role of
District Magistrate has
been strengthened. The re-
sponsibility of the District
Child Protection Officer has
been increased. Necessary
amendments have been
made in the Hindu
Adoption and Maintenance
Act 1956 (HAMA). A help
desk has also been set up to
solve the problems related
to adoption. Director Mrs.
Divya Mishra said that the
work of adoption is related
to sensitivity and affection,
so the scheme for such chil-
dren who do not have fami-
lies and who need care and
protection, has been named
Mission Vatsalya. She said
that sensitization of the col-
lectors is also necessary to
speed up the adoption of
children.

Chief Medical Officers
have an important role in
adoption, so they were also
included prominently in the
workshop. Medical exami-
nation report of the chil-
dren should be prepared
carefully. Family disintegra-
tion can be avoided if chil-
dren’s disability or illness is
known in advance.

Combined Graduate Level Examination (Tier-I) from 1 December
Raipur, Nov 25: Staff
Selection Commission is
going to conduct
Combined Graduate
Level (Tier-I) 2022 exami-
nation from December 1
to 3, December 5 to 9 and

December 12 to 13 (total
10 days) and Scientific
Assistant in IMD
Examination-2022 exam
from December 14 to 16 (3
days).The examinations
will be conducted at

Sarona Parthivi
Province Commercial
Complex, Sant Ravidas
Ward No. 70 Sarona, lo-
cated in Raipur city as
decided by the commis-
sion. To ensure the

smooth conduct of the
examination, Kedar
Patel, Assistant Director,
Skill Development
Department, has been
appointed as the nodal of-
ficer.

State’s share will be deposited
in ‘Separate Pension Fund’: CM

Raipur/Delhi, Nov  25:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today reiterated the state’s
demand of refund of NPS
amount, GST compensa-
tion and transferring of
the amounts collected as
‘additional levy’ from coal
block companies.

During the pre-budget
meeting held at
Manekshaw Centre in
Delhi, the chief minister
gave several proposals and
suggestions regarding the
General Budget 2023-24.
The meeting, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, was
attended by Finance
Ministers of other states.

Demanding refund of
NPS amount, the Chief
Minister said that the state
government has restored
old pension scheme in
Chhattisgarh for securing
the future of government
employees and their fami-

lies. He added that Rs
17240 crore deposited with
NSDL till March 31 should
be returned so that it can
be put in the General
Provident Fund of the em-
ployees.

Baghel further in-
formed the Union minis-
ter that the state govern-
ment’s share will be de-
posited in a separate pen-
sion fund, which will be
used to meet pensionary
obligations in future.
Along with this, it will be
invested in Government of
India and State
Government securities.

The Chief Minister said
that Chhattisgarh had re-
quested to continue the
system of GST compensa-
tion grant for the next five
years after June 2022, but
it was not increased. He
demanded an amount of
1875 crores for GST com-
pensation.

He also urged to trans-
fer the coal royalty
amount of Rs 4140 crore

to the state at the earliest.
At the same time, he re-

quested to release the
amount of 1288 crores
spent on central security
forces and 313 cr spent by
the state government on 4
special and Indian de-
fense forces deployed in
the state.

Referring that the year
2023 has also been de-
clared by the United
Nations as the
‘International Year of
Millet’, the chief minister
said that Kodo, Kutki and
Ragi (Millets) are mainly
cultivated in
Chhattisgarh and urged
the Center to declare min-
imum support price for
Kodo and Kutki crops to
promote Millets crops.

He also demanded set-
ting up of marketing cen-
ters on the lines of C-Mart
so that agriculture, handi-
crafts and minor forest
produce products could be
promoted.

The Chief Minister also

gave suggestions in the
meeting regarding revi-
sion of royalty rates of
major minerals, incentive
grants to states with bet-
ter financial manage-
ment, continuation of
special assistance
scheme, starting of
International Cargo
Terminal in Raipur, in-
crease in central schemes.

Discussion was also
held on the need for paddy
and gunny bags.

The Chief Minister said
that in the year 2022-23, a
target has been given to
supply 57 lakh metric
tonnes of Arva and 4 lakh
metric tonnes of par-
boiled rice in the central
pool and also requested
the Central Government
to increase the target of
procurement of par-
boiled rice  to 14 lakh met-
ric tonnes. Along with
this, he also demanded to
ensure availability of new
jute gunny bags to the
state.
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Important amend-
ments made in the
rules to simplify and
speed up the adoption
process

People should come
forward to give right
direction to the future
of children - Mrs Netam

Training workshop on
new adoption regula-
tion 2022 organized

And to be invested in
securities to increase
amount

CM Baghel reiterates
demand for NPS
amount, GST compensa-
tion in the pre-budget
meeting with FM in Delhi

Urges Centre to transfer
coal royalty amount of
4140 cr to the state soon

Demands MSP for Kodo-
Kutki millet

Raipur, Nov 25: The Zone-8 Town
Planning Department of Raipur
Municipal Corporation (RMC) today fined
Singhania Buildcon Group Rs 5000 for de-
facement of property. Singhania Buildcon
Group which is functioning in Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru Ward-2, Heerapur
Road, Kabir Nagar was found to display
advertisement banners and posters on
street poles. The action was taken under
direction of Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi.

Opportunity for employment
with skill training

Raipur, Nov 25: According to the instruc-
tions of Collector Dr. Sarveshwar Bhure,
employment cum skill fair will be organ-
ized in different places in the district in the
days to come under Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Gramin Koushal Yojana. This employment
skill fair will be completely free for the
youth. Detailed information will be given
about government self-employment orient-
ed schemes. Interview will also be conduct-
ed for employment in private establish-
ments. Counseling will also be done for free
training under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gramin Kaushal Yojana.

Singhania Buildcon
Group fined

LAYING OF ELECTRICAL CABLES

The work of underground laying of electrical cables has started in many parts of the
capital city to free if from large number of connections from a single electrical poles,
posing problems in smooth supply.

Hygiene is two third of health

Bacheli, Nov 25: The Life
skill team of DAV public
school organised a small
awareness activity on the
importance of hygiene in
our daily life -a self man-
agement strategy set up
for lifelong process last on
Tuesday. The young

champs from the primary
wings presented a short

skit on the importance of
hygiene in one’s daily rou-

tine. The students partici-
pated with zeal. The skit
took an exciting flight
when the pupils swayed in
few fun-rollicking per-
formance encompassing
deep rooted message on
hygiene.

Activity received spon-
taneous and resolute re-
sponse from the students.
They even ensured a regu-
lar pursuit of a healthy

lifestyle. The activity was
under the supervision of
Life skill team - Ligi
Nikhilesh, Sunil Laskar
and Mrs. Chinchu .

The activity ended with
a vote of thanks to re-
spected Principal and the
Principal in-charge along
with the supporting
teachers who enabled this
endeavour a successful
one.

BALCO culminates month-long 
celebration of World Quality Month

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  NNoovv  2255::  Bharat
Aluminium Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic alu-
minium producer and a sub-
sidiary of Vedanta Aluminium
observed World Quality Month
across its operations through
several awareness-building
activities for its employees,
business partners and commu-
nity members. The activities
aimed at enhancing their
awareness on the importance
of quality and enabling themto
become an active contributor
in building a sustainable quali-
ty culture.

The World Quality Month is
an annual occasion during
which organizations globally
reaffirm a quality-first
approach to their processes,
while also recognizing ongoing
efforts to adhere to this objec-
tive. Based on this year’s
theme ‘Quality Conscience:
Doing the Right Thing’, BALCO

organized a variety of initia-
tives such as Nukkad Natak,
slogan writing, poster making,
photography, poem writing
contests and conducting rallies
at the factory shopfloor to
ensure ground-level imple-
mentation of best quality prac-
tices. Apart from this, the
month-long quality awareness
campaign also extended to
school students, in order to
share with them the impor-
tance of ensuring quality in
every field and the ways to
achieve it. 

Speaking about BALCO’s
commitment towards main-
taining quality across its oper-
ations,  Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “Quality
is an important aspect of
everything we do, and is the
driving force of our journey to
operational excellence. We at
BALCO strive to improve the
quality of our processes and

our products by consistently
enabling our workforce to
implement quality practices at
benchmark levels. Through our
excellence-driven endeavors,
we aim to further enhance our
capability to create industry-
best products.”

As a result of BALCO’s con-
sistent efforts to build opera-
tional excellence, BALCO has
received the BIS license
(Bureau of Indian Standards –

Government of India) for seven
products namely Rolled
Products (Sheet, Plate-
Conductors & Plate-General
Engineering), Wire Rod, Alloy
Ingot, EC Ingot and Primary
Ingot. Committed to deliver
value to its customers, BALCO
has also developed an inhouse
cold PoDFA sampling and test-
ing facility. Porous Disk
Filtration Apparatus (PoDFA) is
a technology to identify the

type of inclusion (a body or
particle of distinct composition
embedded in metal) present in
the molten melt, so that tar-
geted efforts can be undertak-
en to improve quality of fin-
ished products by eliminating
inclusions. 

Testifying to the organiza-
tion’s dedicated efforts
towards quality enhancement,
BALCO has displayed exempla-
ry performance at different
chapter conventions on quality
concepts in the year 2022, with
29 teams from the company
taking part in different conven-
tions. Overall, 8 teams bagged
the Super Gold Award, 17
teams were conferred the Gold
award, and 4 teams received
the Silver award . Apart from
this, BALCO also bagged top
recognitions in Knowledge
Tests and Best Page Setting
Award at different chapter
conventions.

Village Gadamod got the gift
of various development works

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  2255::  Chief guest
Ashish Chhabra MLA Bemetara
participated in Sua dance, Raut
Nacha, Pandwani Chhattisgarhi
Folk Art Festival organized at
Gram Panchayat Godgiri.

First of all he garlanded the
rock paintings of Goddess
Saraswati and Chhattisgarh

Mahatari and lighted the tradi-
tional lamp.

Government Ayurvedic dis-
pensary building construction
work of Rs. 27 lakh and commu-
nity toilet building construction
work of Rs. 3.85 lakh in
Gadamod village was inaugurat-
ed and along with the approval
of cultural stage of Rs. 2.50 lakh
was given on the demand of the
villagers.

On this occasion, MLA Ashish
Chhabra while addressing the
villagers said that with the aim
of saving the Chhattisgarhi tra-
dition and culture, Sua dance,
Pandwani Chhattisgarhi folk art
festival was organized by young
friends in village Godgiri, in
which Suva dance, Raut dance.
Various Chhattisgarhi programs
were organized including Karma
Dadaria, Pandwani, the rich cul-
tural tradition of Chhattisgarh
has been going on for centuries,
it is the responsibility of all of us
to save the tradition of
Chhattisgarhi culture. 

Sua dance and Folk Art
Festival is such a way to keep
the tradition and culture of

Chhattisgarh alive. Festival is a
medium, folk dance in
Chhattisgarhi folk art is a beau-
tiful tableau of the life of
Chhattisgarh, hundreds of miles
away from anger, hatred, ten-
sion, pain, the folk dance sym-
bolizing the freedom and ecsta-
sy of common life is the decora-
tion of the soil here, the folk
dance of Chhattisgarh Sua ,
Karma, Panthi dance, Raut
dance, Gedi dance, Parab
dance, Dussehra etc.,
Chhattisgarh’s folk dance has
the essence of folk art here. It is
synonymous with the tradition
of human life with enthusiasm -
enthusiasm, all social, religious
and these are the main expres-
sions of the people of
Chhattisgarh to express their
feelings on various occasions,
the dance tradition of
Chhattisgarh is infinite and lim-
itless. In the inauguration cere-
mony of Kisan Kutir Bhawan
organized in Mavalibhatha, the
chief guest, Ashish Chhabra,
MLA Bemetara, participated.
Ribbon cutting was dedicated to
Kisan Kutir farmers, on this
occasion Rajendra Sahu,
President, DCCB, Durg, Heera
Devlal Verma, President, Janpad
Panchayat Berla, Lukesh Verma
President BCC Bemetara,
Mithlesh Verma V-P District
Panchayat Bemetara, Dulari
Verma President Service Co-op
Society Mavalibhatha, Netram
Nishad President Silghat,
Bhikham Sahu, Rajesh Dubey
President Berla, Ishwar Sinha
President Sodh,  and others
were present.

Career Guidance: Opportunities for higher education

in the field of Education, Health and Livelihood

Raipur, Nov 25: Under
the joint aegis of Career
Guidance and Placement
Cell and I.Q.A.C. a lecture
was organised to provide
guidance for career.
Principal Dr. Kiran
Gajpal inspired the girl
students to understand
and move towards the
new dimensions of edu-
cation and future.
I.Q.A.C. In-charge Dr.
Ushakiran Agarwal high-
lighted the importance of
personality development

in career building to the
girl students.

In-charge of Career
Counseling Cell, Dr. Vasu
Verma explained the im-
portance of skills in fu-
ture building. Azim
Premji Foundation and
Azim Premji University
are working in the field of
education, health and
livelihood. He informed
that courses of Master in
Development Education,
Master of Public Health,
Master in Law are being

conducted in Azim
Premji University.
Students studying here
whose annual income is
less than two lakhs get
100% scholarship, place-
ments are also given to
the children. Mr.
Purushottam Singh and
Tabassum from Azim
Premji Foundation gave
information about vari-
ous courses conducted by
their foundation and an-
swered the questions of
the girl students. The pro-
gram was coordinated by
Dr. Gautami Bhatpahari.
On this occasion Dr.
Kalyan Ravi, Dr. Alka
Verma, Dr. Rekha Dewan,
Dr. Rama Sarojini, Dr.
Ragini Pandey, Dr.
Kalpana Mishra, Dr. Ritu
Marwah and a large num-
ber of undergraduate
and postgraduate stu-
dents from all the facul-
ties were present.

District Hospital will relatively soon
expand with a CT scanner facility

Dhamtari, Nov 25: The
district hospital will
shortly be expanded with
a CT scan setup. Patients
can therefore have their
tests performed at the
hospital itself. Today at
9.00 a.m. Collector Mr. P S
Alma examined the dis-
trict hospital and viewed
the site fixed for the setup
of the CT scan, giving the
required directions to the
civil surgeon cum hospi-
tal director.

Mr. Alma visited the
district hospital this
morning and examined
the new ward. Actually,
the CT scan will be in-

stalled in the new ward’s
paying room. During this
time, the Collector direct-
ed the relevant agency to
complete the setup as
soon as possible. It is
worth noting that a CT
scan machine with new
technology will be in-

stalled in the district hos-
pital which costs about
three and a half crore ru-
pees. On this occasion,
hospital superintendent
Dr. AK Tondar, Mr.
Thapa, along with other
hospital staff were pres-
ent.

Hira Group Corporate Cricket
tourney to start from today

Raipur, Nov 25: The Suresh
Agrawal Memorial Hira
Group Corporate Cricket
Tournament 2022-23(Season-
13) will be startingfrom
26thNovember, 2022 at Hira
Sports ground Opposite
Ram Vatika- VIP Road near
Fundhar.

In an official announce-
ment, President of Hira
Sports and Cultural
Association Vinod Pillai
inviting the sports lovers of
the city said that total 24
teams will be participating
in the League matches, and
the very first match shall be
played between GPIL and
HDFC Bankat 5.30 PM fol-
lowed by Opening
Ceremony of the
Tournament on 26thand
continuously till 14th of
December, total 67 matches
shall be played.

The league matches shall
be of 12 overs, pre quarter

and quarter final matches
shall be of 15 overs last but
not the least semi final +
final matches shall be of 20
overs. The winning team
shall be rewarded with a
cash prize of 1,51,000/- and
runners up shall be getting
75,000/-. Even all the win-
ning teams, Man of the
matches and Man of the
tournament shall be re-
warded with trophies and
other many prizes.

Two matches will be
played on the very first day
while the remaining tourna-
ment will witness 4 matches
each day. The leading corpo-
rate houses and financial in-
stitutions viz. Jindal Steel,
Hira Group, Sarda Energy,
BOB, Indian Bank, HDFC,
Axis Bank, Niros Ispat
Jaika Automobiles,
Indusind Bank and many
more are participating in
the prestigious tournament.

HNLU conclave on constitution day today
Raipur, Nov 25:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU), a
premier law university in
the country will be organ-
izing the  ‘Conclave on
Constitution Day’ on
November 26 to commem-
orate the National Law
Day at its Raipur campus.

The Conclave will be
graced by Prof. (Dr.)Ranbir
Singh, Pro Chancellor of
IILM University and for-
mer Vice Chancellor of
NLU Delhi & NALSAR as
the Chief Guest. Prof.(Dr.)
Venkat Rao, former Vice
Chancellor of National
Law School of India,
University will be the
Guest of honour. The
Conclave will be addressed
by Prof.Uday Shankar,

Registrar , Prof. Deepak
Srivastav, Dean of UG,
Prof. Vishnu, Dean of
Research  of HNLU and
Dr.Jelis Subhan, Dean of
School of Law of ITM
University. The School of
Law at ITM and Kalinga
University are partnering
the conclave.

Speaking about the con-
clave Prof. V.C.
Vivekandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU re-
marked that, “It is impor-
tant to celebrate the
National Law Day affirm-
ing our faith in our consti-
tution which has steered
our governance for the
past seven decades and
will guide us in the com-
ing days. More than cere-
monial in nature this day

also is dedicated for seri-
ous introspection of its
strength and challenges by
way of deliberation by ex-
perts in constitution.”

The conclave will delib-
erate on the interface of
Constitution with the
International Law, Legal
Education, comparative
perspectives and related
themes.

A Book titled -The
Journey of Seven Decades
– Constitutional Discourse
at Cross Roads published
by HNLU Press, the publi-
cation division of HNLU
will be released in the con-
clave. The event will also
release  the first newslet-
ter of the HNLU Alumni
Association- ‘ALUMNI
CONNECT’.

IIM Raipur signs MoU with 
Digital Health Academy 

Raipur/ New Delhi, Nov
25: The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur,
one of the premium man-
agement institutes in
India, signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Digital Health
Academy (an SBU of
Digital Health Associates
Pvt Ltd.), to start the first-
of-its-kind online course
on Digital Health.

Digital Health Academy
was founded by Dr.
Rajendra Pratap Gupta,
who is amongst the top
policymakers and the per-
son behind many path-
breaking reforms in the
National Education Policy
2020. He is also the chair-
man of the Dynamic
Coalition on Digital
Health at the Internet
Governance Forum,
United Nations.

Ideated in 2020 by
Digital Health Academy,
CDHP is the result of two
years of research, brain-
storming, and extensive
consultation with around
54 global leaders. The

academy will have the
world’s foremost leaders
and pioneers as faculty.

The Certified Digital
Health Professional
(CDHP) Course will be a
year-long, completely on-
line course specifically de-
signed for healthcare and
management profession-
als. The CDHP course is
designed for Physicians,
Allied Healthcare
Professionals, and profes-
sionals in healthcare ad-
ministration and life sci-
ences. The aim of this
course is to enhance the
competence level with re-
gard to the use of digital
tools across the continu-
um of care.

Healthcare is at the cusp
of a major technological

revolution; Digitalization
of healthcare is the next
big thing in the healthcare
industry. One major chal-
lenge remains the training
of clinicians, paramedics,
and support staff in digi-
tal health. These profes-
sionals are in full-time
jobs with no possibility of
upskilling in terms of dig-
ital literacy; hence the one-
year, self-paced course will
give them an opportunity
to learn from the experi-
ence of the global leaders
on the latest digital ad-
vancement in healthcare.

Through CDHP course,
Digital Health Academy
wants to bridge the gap be-
tween the healthcare pro-
fessional & application-
oriented Digital Health.

Segregated into three lev-
els: Basic, Advanced and
Professional. The course
will cover the theoretical
and practical implementa-
tion of digital health tech-
nologies.

Apart from getting ac-
cess to many offerings
from the digital health
ecosystem, at Digital
Health Academy, the stu-
dents will be entitled to
join the global alumni of
health professionals and
become a part of the im-
pact-full Digital Health
Professionals network
across the globe.

On this occasion, Dr.
Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM- Raipur said
‘I am excited at the
prospect of IIM-Raipur
joining hands with the
Digital Health Academy
for offering courses in
Digital Health. This is a
great opportunity for us to
have our presence and con-
tribute. Digital Health is
the future of healthcare,
and this association with
Digital Health Academy
will be our entry into pro-
viding courses globally’.

Speaking on occasion,
Dr. Rajendra Pratap Gupta
said ‘Under Prime

Minister Modi’s leader-
ship , India has become a
world leader in Digital
Health, and we will need to
be a global leader for ca-
pacity building in Digital
Health to achieve the vi-
sion set by the Prime
Minister and Digital
Health Academy aims to
become the world’s fore-
most institution in prepar-
ing the leaders for Digital
Health. This association
with IIM- Raipur aligns
with the vision set forth in
the NEP 2020 and we are
truly excited about this as-
sociation. In 2023, the acad-
emy will launch more pro-
grams in Digital Health’.
Sharing a common pur-
pose of training health-
care professionals in digi-
tal health, IIM Raipur will
bring knowledge of differ-
ent managerial functions
to the course curriculum
and educate the profes-
sionals to make efficient
use of all the resources at
hand in the healthcare sec-
tor. It will also help them
get familiar with the mod-
ern digital infrastructure
and help them use digital
healthcare technologies in
regular practice at differ-
ent scales.
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Setup work will start
soon

Collector  Alma issued
the appropriate orders.

It is an SBU of Digital
Health Associates Pvt Ltd

An awareness activity
held DAV Public School

Kuldeep Kaur Arora
Raipur: Kuldeep Kaur
Arora, R/o Devendra Nagar,

Sector-5 E-18,
breathed her
last here on
Friday. The
final rites were
performed at
D e v e n d r a

Nagar Crematorium. She
was mother of Manjit Singh
Arora and Ranjit Singh
Arora and elder sister of
Sardar Diler Singh Hora,
Gurucharan Singh Hora,
Preetpal Singh Hora.

OBITUARY



Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Nov 25:
The central government
of BJP is trying to reduce
the problem of unemploy-
ment in the country and
provide employment to

the youth on a continuous
base. The above were said
by Chandulal Sahu, two-
time MP of Mahasamund
Lok Sabha constituency
and MLA of Rajim
Vidhansabha.

Through video confer-

encing employment was
given to 71 thousand
newly appointed youths
at 45 places across the
country under the em-
ployment fair for 10 lakh
appointments in the
Government of India by

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, which is exemplari-
ly positive, he said.

Mr. Sahu said that this
policy of the Center will
give special benefits to
women, disabled people
and unemployed people of

aspirational districts
and with the availability
of these jobs, the deter-
mination of nation
building will be
strengthened by the en-
ergetic thinking and
skills of the selected
youth.

The former MP also
said that the central gov-
ernment of BJP is mak-
ing constant efforts to
provide new opportuni-
ties to the youth power of
the country so that the
youth can get a proper
platform to show their
talent as well as con-
tribute in building a de-
veloped India.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 25: In
the case-payment of
wages pending of MNRE-
GA workers since last 6
months, is taking a boil,
with workers planning to
agitate with the support
of BJP leaders, here in
the region. As per infor-
mation, in about 84 pan-
chayats of the develop-
ment block, under the
Mahatma Gandhi
E m p l o y m e n t
Guarantee, the district
administration has not
paid the wages for the
work done by the labor-
ers, therefore under the
leadership of BJP, a sys-
tematic movement has
started among the
workers and as part of
the pre-proposed picket-
ing, the workers along
with the BJP leaders
staged a picketing in
front of Gram
Panchayat Ghusera.

District Panchayat
CEO Divya Thakur,
Tehsildar Raju Netam,
MNREGA Program
Officer Vijay Pratap
Singh and a team of of-
ficers and employees
discussed with the la-
borers and on the de-
mand of the agitators,
the District Panchayat
CEO has said to take ac-
tion against the guilty

officers and employees.
BJP leaders and work-

ers including former
MLA Ramji Bharti and
many sarpanch's of the
development block are
supporting the farmers.
The labourers have al-
leged that within 15 days,
if action is not taken on
the payment and the
guilty officer employee as
per the rules, then we
will protest in front of

the District Panchayat
and the MLA's residence.
Sarpanch Pitambar
Sinha, Sarpanch Hemlal
Verma, Jasbir Chauhan,
Kamal Nirmalkar, Mrs.
Chhatri Verma,
Tameshwar Sahu,
Kachru Sahu, Jain
Meshram, Mahendra
Vaishnav and a large
number of MNREGA
workers and villagers
were present.
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Workers on the path of agitation
regarding wage payment

ECoR GM inspects Bhubaneswar railway station
Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Nov 25:
East Coast Railway
General Manager Roop
Narayan Sunkar on
Wednesday inspected the
Bhubaneswar Railway sta-
tion and had Window
Trailing inspection from
Bhubaneswar to Talcher
via Angul and reviewed
the various Works.

Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister of Railways is
giving special focus to
Odisha and the various
projects works going in
Odisha has been under his
constant supervision and
priority.

In line with the instruc-
tions of the Railway
Minister Sunkar on
Wednesday inspected the
Bhubaneswar railway sta-

tion circulating area,
reservation counters, vari-
ous passenger amenities
at the station and plat-
form. The General
Manager also reviewed
the proposed new station

building designs and took
stock of the progress. He
also had the Window
Trailing inspection from
Bhubaneswar to Talcher
via Angul and various sid-
ings on the way and at

Talcher area. During the
inspection he received
Memorandum's submitted
by various Public
Associations and assured
them of speedy redressal
of the grievances.

During the course of in-
spection, the General
Manager emphasised
upon the need and signifi-
cance of facilities provid-
ed to the esteemed passen-
gers. He also advised offi-
cials to focus for the
speedy completion of vari-
ous project works. The pri-
mary focus is on develop-
ment of circulating areas,
concourse, platforms,
lightings, waiting rooms,
toilets, elevators, etc.,
which are much needed
for the comfort of passen-
gers.

During the inspection
General Manager was ac-
companied by Rinkesh
Roy, Divisional Railway
Manager Khurda Road
and other Senior officials
from Head Quarter and
Khurda Road Division.

Performs window training inspection between Bhubaneswar and Talcher

ChandulalSahu

Central BJP govt  engaged in providingemployment: Sahu 
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More than 100 shops gutted in fire at wholesale
market in Delhi’s Chandni Chowk

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Around 100 shops were
gutted in a massive fire in
the wholesale market of
Bhagirath Palace area in
Chandni Chowk here even
as the cooling operations are
currently underway, police
said on Friday. No injuries
have been reported so far,
they said.

Five major buildings got
affected during the fire-
fighting operations out of
which three collapsed, they
said.

According to the fire de-
partment, a call about the
blaze was received at 9.19
pm on Thursday and 40 fire

tenders were rushed to the
spot. At present, 22 fire ten-
ders are engaged in the cool-
ing process as the fire has

been brought under control
after more than 12 hours, a
fire department official said.
The fire broke out in a shop

in Mahalaxmi Market and
soon spread to adjacent
ones, all dealing in electrical
appliances, officials said.
White smoke billowed high
in the sky as the toxic stench
of burning plastic and rub-
ber polluted the air. Director
of Delhi Fire Service Atul
Garg told PTI, “Fire is under
control. Now, 22 fire tenders
are working on cooling oper-
ations. The cause of the fire
is not yet known.” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(North) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said as soon as information
about the fire was received,
the fire department, NDRF,
MCD, reserve force from po-
lice rushed to the spot.

HC quashes order to reinstate
Uttarakhand Assembly employees
Nainital, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Uttarakhand High
Court has upheld the order
of the Speaker revoking 228
ad-hoc appointments in the
state assembly secretariat.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice RC Khulbe on
Thursday quashed the order
of a single-bench to rein-
state the dismissed ad-hoc
employees and upheld
Speaker Ritu Khanduri’s
order in this regard. The
state assembly secretariat

had filed a special appeal be-
fore the division bench chal-
lenging the single-bench
order. The court said the
order of dismissal cannot be
stayed. On behalf of the
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, it was said that
these appointments were
made on a temporary basis
and their services can be
terminated at any time
without notice, as per the
rules of their services.

The high court on
Thursday heard the special
appeals filed by the Vidhan

Sabha challenging the sin-
gle-bench’s order of rein-
statement of the employees
dismissed from the
Uttarakhand Legislative
Assembly Secretariat. Some
of the dismissed employees
had challenged the Speaker’
order before a single- bench
of the high court earlier,
saying their sacking was vi-
olative of Article 14 of the
Constitution.

Commenting on the divi-
sion bench’s order, Speaker
Ritu Khanduri said it was a
victory of justice.

Poonawala undergoes another session of polygraph test
New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Mehrauli murder ac-
cused Aaftab Amin
Poonawala on Friday
reached the Forensic
Science Laboratory here for
his next session of poly-
graph test, officials said.

He had undergone a
marathon polygraph test of
nearly eight hours on
Thursday. However, officials
at the facility found it diffi-
cult to record his state-
ments as he was not well.

Poonawala was brought
to the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) at Rohini
on Friday for another ses-

sion of the polygraph test,
also called the lie detector
test, as he seems to be in bet-
ter health, they said.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar (27) and
sawed her body into 35
pieces, which he kept in a
300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his residence

in south Delhi’s Mehrauli
before dumping those
across the city over several
days past midnight.

“During the session (of
polygraph test) on
Thursday, Poonawala was
asked details about the case,
what triggered him to kill
Walker, if it was a planned
event or he did it in a fit of
rage like he claimed in the
court.“All the sequence of
event that transpired ever
since they started dating
and how he decided to dis-
pose of the body in such a
gruesome manner. He was
also asked about the kind of
weapon he used to chop her

body along with various
other questions related to
the case that could give lead
to further investigation in
the case,” an FSL source
had said.Police also said the
saw used to cut the body is
yet to be recovered.The inci-
dent has also taken a politi-
cal turn with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah assur-
ing “strict punishment” to
the accused in minimal pos-
sible time, while the
CPI(M)has alleged that the
murder and dismember-
ment of Walker by her
Muslim boyfriend was
being used for “communal
propaganda”.

Muslim body: Worshipping 
football stars anti-Islam

Malappuram, Nov 25:

An influential Sunni
Muslim body in Kerala on
Friday came out against
soccer-crazy Muslim
youth in the state who
have erected huge cutouts
of star players in support
of their teams participat-
ing in World Cup, saying
worshipping football
celebrities is against
Islamic faith and urged
them not to wave flags of
Portugal, which had made
many countries its
colonies.

Nasar Faizy
Koodathayi, general secre-
tary of the Qutba commit-
tee under the Samastha
Kerala Jam-Iyyathul
Ulama, also expressed con-

cern over football fans
spending too much money
on erecting huge cutouts
of their favourite soccer
stars like Argentina’s
Lionel Messi, Portugal’s
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Neymar Jr of Brazil on
the streets.

He also lamented that
students were losing inter-
est in studies due to the on-
going World Cup in Qatar.
“It is not right to wave the
flag of Portugal, which
colonised many coun-
tries”, the cleric said,
adding that it was not
right for Indian citizens to
respect and wave the flags
of other nations over the
national flag.

He, however, said the or-
ganisation was not against

football. “The game should
be seen in a sportsman’s
spirit. Football is becom-
ing a fever and people are
getting addicted to it. This
is not a good trend,” he
said. According to
Koodathayi, football
should be promoted only
as a game which encour-
ages physical activity.

“Instead of that now
football has become a fever
and fans are engaged in
worshipping football stars.
Today people are respect-
ing and waving the flags of
other nations over their
own,” he said.

He said those who are
poor are wasting their
money in erecting huge
cutouts of their favourite
football stars and students

are not concentrating on
their studies. “Instead of
loving our nation, some
are engaged in worship-
ping football stars. There
is a limitation to worship-
ping people when it comes
to Islam. Also people are
waving Portugal flags... A
country which colonised
many countries. Students
are losing interest in their
studies,” he said.

Kerala is well-known
for the football crazy fans.
Huge cutouts of football
stars including Messi,
Neymar Jr and Ronaldo
can be seen across the
state. Fans of Brazil and
Argentina religiously fol-
low the football season and
celebrate the world cup
with fervour in Kerala.

Isudan: AAP can get full majority
in Gujarat if Congress is not there
Gandhinagar, Nov 25:

“Had Congress been not
been in picture in Gujarat,
the AAP would have been in
a position to form the gov-
ernment with full majority
just like it did in
Punjab,”AAP leader Isudan
Gadhvi said on Friday.

Talking to ANI, the AAP’s
CM face for Gujarat, Isudan
Gadhvi attacked Congress
and termed it as the ‘B
team’ of the ruling BJP.

Gadhvi expressed opti-
mism that AAP will form
the government in the state
with full majority.

Responding to a question
regarding AAP supremo
and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s video in which
he appealed electors not to
vote for Congress, Gadhvi
said Congress was dividing

votes and further its MLAs
will be available for sale.

“Arvind Ji in Goa told
electors not to vote for
Congress. He said so be-
cause if they voted for the
Congress, its MLAs would
go to the BJP. This time we
hear that the BJP has
helped half of its leaders to
get Congress tickets so that
after winning they will join
BJP,” the AAP leaer said.

As many as 65 big
Congress leaders including

its MLAs joined BJP in last
eight years, so whose B
team is Congress” asked
Gadhvi.“If BJP gets 70 seats
and Congress 10-15 and if all
Congress MLAs will join
BJP then they may be in a
position to form the govern-
ment to ‘loot’ farmers
again,” he alleged. Isudan
Gadhvi further said that
there is a prohibition on
liquor in Gujarat but a
liquor scam came to light
after the death of over 70
people but it is not probed
but in Delhi, “liquor scam”
is being probed where not a
single death occurred. What
happened in Morbi?” he
added. “Everyone trusts
Arvind Kejriwal. Everyone
hopes that AAP would pro-
vide better power, health
and education facilities in
Gujarat.

Bhilwara killing: 2 suspects
arrested, situation under control

Jaipur, Nov 25 (PTI):

Two suspects have been
arrested in connection
with the killing of a
Muslim man in Bhilwara
city of Rajasthan, police
said on Friday, adding that
the situation was under
control.

Internet was suspended
in Bhilwara for 48 hours
after Ibrahim Pathan, 34,
was shot dead and his
brother, Qamaruddin, 22,
got wounded by four bike-
borne people who sur-

rounded them at the Badla
intersection on Thursday
afternoon.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the duo
were shot to avenge the
murder of Adarsh
Tapadia, a local business-
man’s 20-year-old son who
was stabbed to death six
months ago due to some
dispute over money trans-
action, it said.

B h i l w a r a
Superintendent of Police
Adarsh Sidhu said the two
main suspects in

Thursday’s killing had
been taken into custody.
The situation is peaceful
in the city, over 220 km
south of Jaipur.

Inspector General of
Police Rupinder Singh and
other top officials are
keeping a close watch on
the situation, according to
a statement.

Family members of the
victims and their support-
ers had vandalised the
hospital where Pathan
succumbed to his injuries
during treatment.

No one can stop us from
rewriting history to free it

from distortions: Shah
New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Home Minister Amit
Shah has said no one can
stop rewriting of history
to free it from “distor-
tions” as he urged acade-
micians to research and
write about 30 great
Indian empires and 300
warriors who showed ex-
emplary valour to fight for
the motherland.

The home minister said
on Thursday had it not
been for Veer Lachit
Barphukan, the Northeast
would not have been a part
of India. He was address-
ing a plenary session of
the 400th birth anniver-
sary celebrations of the
legendary Ahom general.

He protected not only
Northeast India but the en-
tire Southeast Asia from
“religious fanatic”
Aurangzeb, Shah said.

The home minister
asked Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma to translate literary
work on the life and times
of Lachit Barphukan into
10 Indian languages, in-
cluding Hindi, so that chil-
dren can take inspiration
from him.

“I often come across
complaints that our histo-

ry has been distorted and
tampered with. These alle-
gations could be true. But
who stops it from being
corrected now? Who stops
us from writing the cor-
rect history now,” he said.

Shah urged historians
and students to identify 30
great empires in Indian
history that ruled for more
than 150 years in any part
of the country and 300
warriors who showed ex-
emplary courage to fight
for the independence of
the country and conduct
research and write exten-
sively about them.

“If we do this, we will
see that the true history of
India will be established
and the lies will end spon-
taneously. In India, we
now have a government
which supports any en-
deavour to promote the
glory of the country. We
will work towards reviv-

ing India’s glorious histo-
ry,” Shah said at the event
organised by the Assam
government.

Shah said a nation that
does not derive pride from
its glorious past, that does
not garner inspiration
from its heroes can never
create a bright future for
itself and cannot create
better citizens and a gold-
en future.

The minister said
Barphukan fought the
Saraighat battle in adverse
circumstances by taking
together different tribes,
using local resources to
build small arms and
boats to take on the
mighty army led by Ram
Singh of Amer.

“The Mughal army did
not have that iota of patri-
otism and dedication for
the country that
Barphukan and his sol-
diers had.

This was a victory of pa-
triotism. They won and
not only secured the sover-
eignty, culture and her-
itage of Ahom but also
saved entire Southeast
Asia from religiously fa-
natic invader Aurangzeb,”
he said.

The home minister said
that after this crushing de-

feat, foreign invaders from
Delhi could never gather
the courage to invade
Assam again.

“If Lachit Barphukan
was not there in Assam
during those times, Assam
and Northeast India would
have never become a part
of India,” Shah said.

He further said that the
400th birth anniversary of
Lachit Borphukan unveils
a new episode of India’s
history in which Assam
rulers defeated Muslim in-
vaders of different ages
and secured the sovereign-
ty of their motherland.

Shah said Assam Chief
Minister Sarma unveiled
stories of glorious stories
of Ahom warriors from
Maharaj Prithu who de-
feated Bakhtiar Khalji in
1206 to Lachit Barphukan
who defeated the Mughals
in 1671 and urged students
of history to look at the ex-
hibition organised on the
occasion.

Shah said that right
from 1206 to 1671 Assam
was invaded 22 times by
Muslim invaders but
could not keep it under the
thumb of Muslim rule for
long because of the relent-
less commitment of its
people to independence.

TRIBUTE TO YASHWANTRAO CHAVAN

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, State Excise Minister Shambhuraj Desai
and others pay tributes to Maharashtra’s first Chief Minister Yashwantrao Chavan on
the occasion of his 38th death anniversary, in Karad, Friday.

ANTIQUE ARTICLES

Administrator General and Official Trustee of West Bengal Biplab Roy and other 
officials display display guns and antique cartridges with other other valued articles
during a press conference, in Kolkata, Friday.

BRIEF

16 tourists injured 
 Shimla: Sixteen

tourists were injured
when a private bus
they were travelling
in overturned on the
outskirts of
Himachal Pradesh’s
Bilaspur city on
Friday, police said on
Friday. The incident
occurred at around 2
am when the bus was
on its way to
Chandigarh from
Manali, they said. Of
the total injured,
three have been re-
ferred to PGI
Chandigarh and as
many are undergoing
treatment at Bilaspur
while others were dis-
charged after admin-
istering first aid,
Deputy
Commissioner
Bilaspur Pankaj Rai
said.

Girl found dead 
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

A 12-year-old girl was
found dead in a sug-
arcane field here
with her hands tied
and mouth stuffed
with cloth, police said
on Friday. Villagers
have expressed ap-
prehension that the
girl was raped and po-
lice have detained
three people for ques-
tioning.
Superintendent of
Police S Anand told
PTI that the girl, a
Class 9 student of
Barua Buzurg vil-
lage, had gone to col-
lect grass on
Thursday evening
but did not return
home.

YMA
 Aizawl: The central

committee of Young
Mizo Association
(YMA) or Central
YMA would provide
humanitarian assis-
tance to the ethnic
Kuki-Chin (Mizo)
people from
Bangladesh who have
taken shelter in
Mizoram, a CYMA
leader said. YMA is
the largest civil socie-
ty organisation in
Mizoram having
nearly 5 lakh mem-
bers in and outside
the state. On Tuesday,
the Mizoram cabinet
had also decided to
provide temporary
shelter, food and
other basic amenities
to the Bangladeshi
nationals.

Bus overturns
 Thrissur (Ker):

Several people sus-
tained injuries in an
accident after the driv-
er of a private bus lost
control and the vehicle
overturned in
Kondazhi in this cen-
tral Kerala district on
Friday. There were
several passengers in-
cluding women and
school and college stu-
dents in the bus when
it met with the acci-
dent but none of them
suffered any critical
injuries, police said.
“Some passengers suf-
fered fractures and
some others had head
injuries. Over 20 per-
sons are now under
treatment in the gov-
ernment medical col-
lege,” a police official
said.

Girl raped
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

A mentally unsound
14-year-old girl here
was allegedly raped by
a youth in her neigh-
bourhood, impregnat-
ing her, police said on
Friday. According to
the police, the family
members came to
know about it only
when they found that
the girl is four-month
pregnant and upon
questioning, she re-
vealed that the accused
used to rape her.

Fire Brigade personnel douse a massive fire that broke out
at the Bhagirath Palace market, in Delhi, Friday.



THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE

The Red Titan balloon makes its way down Central Park West during the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade,
Thursday in New York.
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Islamabad, Nov 25: 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday embarked on a
two-day official visit to
Turkiye to promote de-
fence and economic ties.
The Prime Minister is vis-
iting Turkiye at the invita-
tion of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, accord-
ing to the Foreign Office
(FO). “Alongside President
Erdogan, Shehbaz Sharif

will jointly inaugurate the
third of the four MILGEM
corvette ships for the
Pakistan Navy, PNS
Khaibar, at the Istanbul
Shipyard,” said FO. The
MILGEM project, a joint
collaboration between the
two nations, represents a
significant milestone in
the Pakistan-Turkiye
strategic partnership that
continues to progress on
an upward trajectory.

The launching ceremo-

ny for the first corvette for
the Pakistan Navy, PNS
Babur, was performed in
Istanbul in August last
year while the ground-
breaking for the second
ship, PNS Badr, was held at
Karachi in May this year.
The two leaders will also
hold wide-ranging discus-
sions encompassing bilat-
eral relations, the regional
situation and other issues
of common interest.
Sharif will interact with

leaders of the Turkish
business community.
Sharif had earlier visited
Turkiye in May-June this
year. “Our bilateral ties
have entered a new era of
strategic partnership
under the leadership of
President Erdogan,”
Sharif tweeted. The Prime
Minister also added that
“we are on course to un-
pack the full untapped po-
tential of the relation-
ship.”

Pakistan PM leaves for two-day
visit to Turkiye

Stockholm, Nov 25: 

A trial opened on Friday in
Sweden in the case of two
Iranian-born Swedish brothers
who have been charged with
spying for Russia and its mili-
tary intelligence service GRU
for a decade. Peyman Kia, 42,
and Payam Kia, 35, appeared
before the Stockholm District
Court to face accusations of
having worked jointly to pass
information to Russia between
September 28 in 2011 and
September 20, 2021. Between
2014 and 2015, Peyman Kia
worked for Sweden’s domestic
intelligence agency but also for
Sweden’s armed forces.
Sweden’s prosecutors allege
that the data they gave the
Russians originated from sev-
eral authorities within the

Swedish security and intelli-
gence service, known by its
acronym SAPO. Swedish media
said that Peyman Kia worked
for the armed forces’ foreign
defence intelligence agency,
whose Swedish acronym is
MUST, and reportedly worked
with a top secret unit under
MUST which was dealing with
Swedish spies abroad.
Intelligence expert Joakim von
Braun told Swedish broadcast-
er SVT as the trial opened that
even though many details re-
main unknown, it appeared to
be one of most damaging cases
of espionage in Sweden’s histo-
ry because the men compiled a
list of all the employees within
SAPO. “That alone is a big
problem because Russian intel-
ligence focuses on human
sources,” von Braun said.

Two Swedish men charged with

spying for Russia go on trial

Islamabad, Nov 25:  

Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party on Friday said the
Islamabad administra-
tion has denied permis-
sion to the former prime
minister’s helicopter to

land at the Parade
Ground in the garrison
city of Rawalpindi on
Saturday to address a
protest rally against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. Khan, who is re-
covering from bullet
wounds suffered during
an assassination bid, is
set to address his sup-
porters in Rawalpindi on
November 26. He has
said his party’s protest
in Rawalpindi would be
“completely peaceful”.

Taking to Twitter, PTI
leader Asad Umar said
that the Islamabad ad-
ministration has denied
permission to the party’s
plea asking to let the

party chairman’s heli-
copter land at the Parade
Ground on Saturday. PTI
senior vice president
Shireen Mazari also hit
out at the Islamabad ad-
ministration for not al-
lowing Khan’s helicopter
to land at the Parade

Ground. “ICT has denied
permission for IK heli to
land at Parade Ground
altho GHQ permission
came yesterday - need
permission from both!
Clearly this is farcical &
a case of good cop-bad
cop.

Imran Khan denied permission to land at
Parade Ground on Saturday, says party

Brussels, Nov 25: 

NATO is determined to
help Ukraine defend itself
against Russia for “as long
as it takes” and will help the
war-wrecked country trans-
form its armed forces into a
modern army up to Western
standards, the alliance’s
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg vowed on
Friday. Speaking to re-
porters ahead of a meeting
of NATO foreign ministers
in Romania next week,
Stoltenberg urged countries
that want to, either individ-
ually or in groups, to keep
providing air defense sys-
tems and other weapons to
Ukraine. NATO as an organ-
isation does not supply
weapons. “NATO will con-
tinue to stand with Ukraine
for as long as it takes. We
will not back down,” the for-
mer Norwegian prime min-
ister said. “Allies are provid-
ing unprecedented military
support, and I expect foreign
ministers will also agree to

step up non-lethal support.”
Stoltenberg said that mem-
bers of the 30-nation securi-
ty organisation have been
delivering fuel, generators,
medical supplies, winter
equipment and drone jam-

ming devices, but that more
will be needed as winter
closes in, particularly as
Russia attacks Ukraine’s en-
ergy infrastructure. “At our
meeting in Bucharest, I will
call for more,” he said.

“Over the longer term we
will help Ukraine transition
from Soviet era equipment
to modern NATO standards,
doctrine and training.”
Stoltenberg said Ukrainian

Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba would join the min-
isters to discuss his coun-
try’s most pressing needs
but also what kind of long-
term support that NATO
can provide. NATO’s top
civilian official said the sup-
port will help Ukraine move
toward joining the alliance
one day. The Nov 29-30 meet-
ing in Bucharest is being
held almost 15 years after
NATO promised that
Ukraine and Georgia would
one day become members of
the organisation, a pledge
that deeply angered Russia.
Also attending the meeting
will be the foreign ministers
of Bosnia, Georgia and
Moldova - three partners
that NATO says are coming
under increasing Russian
pressure. Stoltenberg said
the meeting would see
NATO “take further steps to
help them protect their inde-
pendence, and strengthen
their ability to defend them-
selves.”

NATO vows to aid Ukraine ‘for as long as it takes’

Baghdad, Nov 25: 

Iran has sent additional
units of special forces to
fortify its northern border
with Iraq and clamp down
on what it says is infiltra-
tion by Kurdish opposition
groups, Iranian state
media reported on Friday.
Gen Mohammad Pakpour,
chief of ground forces of
the paramilitary Iranian
Revolutionary Guard, said
“armoured and special
forces” units had been de-
ployed to west and north-
west provinces to bolster
existing border security,
the official IRNA news
agency reported. The de-
ployment aims to prevent
infiltration and the smug-
gling of weapons in the
north by Kurdish opposi-
tion groups exiled in Iraq
that Tehran claims is or-
chestrating country-wide

anti-government protests.
It is a claim the Kurdish
groups deny and to date
Iran has not provided any
evidence to support it. Iran
has several military bases
near the Iraqi border and
forces have been present
there on a rotating basis
for decades. The troop
movement also comes after
Iraq issued directives for
boosting security along its
side of the border to pre-
vent further bombardment
by Iran, according to a
statement issued by Iraq’s
military spokesman Maj.
Gen. Yahya Rasool.
Kurdish opposition groups
have bases in Iraq’s
Kurdish-run northern re-
gion. Earlier this week,
Iranian officials were quot-
ed in state-run media as
saying they did not have
plans to conduct a ground
military operation to root

out opposition groups from
the bases, despite having
reportedly threatened to do
so during the visit by top
general Esmail Ghaani to
Baghdad last week.
Country-wide protests en-
gulfed Iran in September
following the death of a
young woman in police
custody for violating the
Islamic Republic’s strict
dress code for women. The
protests have become one
the greatest challenges to
Iran’s theocracy since the
chaotic years after its 1979
Islamic Revolution. Mahsa
Amini, 22, died Sept 16,
three days after her arrest
by Iran’s morality police.
Iran’s government insists
Amini was not mistreated
in police custody, but her
family says her body
showed bruises and other
signs of beating after she
was detained.

Iran bolsters border security
to prevent ‘infiltration’

Beijing, Nov 25: 

Residents of China’s
capital were emptying su-
permarket shelves and
overwhelming delivery
apps Friday as the city
government ordered accel-
erated construction of
COVID-19 quarantine cen-
tres and field hospitals.
Uncertainty and scattered,
unconfirmed reports of a
lockdown on at least some
Beijing districts have fu-
elled the demand for food
and other supplies, some-
thing not seen in the city
for months. Daily cases of
COVID-19 across the coun-
try are hitting records,
with 32,695 reported
Friday. Of those, 1,860
were in Beijing, the major-
ity of them asymptomatic.
Improvised quarantine
centres and field hospitals
hastily thrown up in gym-
nasiums, exhibition cen-
tres and other large, open
indoor spaces have be-
come notorious for over-
crowding, poor sanitation,
scarce food supplies and
lights that stay on 24
hours. Most residents of
the city have already been
advised not to leave their

compounds, some of
which are being fenced in.
At entrances, workers clad
head to toe in white haz-
mat suits stop unautho-
rised people and make
sure residents scan their
cellphone health apps to
gain entry. Some of
Beijing’s grocery delivery
services have reached ca-
pacity. An increase in de-
mand combined with a
worker shortage left some
customers unable to book
same-day slots Friday for

food and supplies from
popular online grocery
services such as Alibaba’s
Freshippo and Meituan
Maicai. Online, some
Chinese users said there
were delivery workers
whose compounds were
locked down, contributing
to the worker shortage.
The Associated Press was
unable to independently
confirm those reports.
Alibaba did not immedi-
ately comment. At a
Friday afternoon news

conference, city govern-
ment spokesperson Xu
Hejian said it was neces-
sary “to strengthen the
management and service
guarantee” of quarantine
centres and field hospitals
where those who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 or have
been in close contact with
an infected person are
transported to by police.
Authorities must “further
accelerate” their construc-
tion and “coordinate the
allocation of space, facili-
ties, materials, personnel
and other resources,” Xu
said. Officials have in re-
cent days repeatedly in-
sisted that China must
stick with its hard-line
“zero-COVID” policy that
mandates lockdowns,
mass testing and quaran-
tines for anyone suspected
of having come into con-
tact with the virus. The
policy is seen as taking a
harsh toll on the economy
and upending lives in
many Chinese cities, lead-
ing the World Health
Organisation and others
to call for a change in tack
calls the ruling
Communist Party has an-
grily rejected.

Panic-buying in Beijing as city
adds new quarantine centres

Residents wearing masks line up for COVID tests in
Beijing. The ruling Communist Party promised this month
to try to reduce disruptions by shortening quarantines and
making other changes

Ukrainian State Emergency Service firefighters work to extinguish a fire at the scene of a

Russian shelling in the town of Vyshgorod outside the capital Kyiv, Ukraine.

O n November 15 2022, a
baby girl named Vinice

Mabansag, born at Dr Jose
Fabella Memorial Hospital in
Manila, Philippines, became
symbolically the eight bil-
lionth person in the world. Of
those 8 billion people, 60 per
cent live in a town or city. By
the end of the 21st century,
cities will account for 85 per
cent of Earth's predicted 10
billion inhabitants. Cities
don't only grow by the number
of inhabitants. The more peo-
ple they host, the more servic-
es (public transport, energy
infrastructure, water supply)
they need, the more gover-
nance they require and the
more resilient their economy
has to be. It might be surpris-
ing then to learn that there is
no single definition of what a
city actually is.

In medieval times, cities
from London to Seoul were de-
lineated by their walls. And
even well into the 20th century,
the idea of a city's limits still
held water. Today, if the
process of urbanisation still
brings to mind the biggest pre-
millennial metropolises
(Tokyo, S o Paulo, New York or
Mumbai), they represent
nonetheless a decreasing pro-
portion of all the world's
cities. By contrast, in the more

rapidly growing urban cen-
tres, such as Lagos, the geo-
graphic extent of a mayor's of-
ficial jurisdiction often ends
long before the populace it
serves does. Its economy,
meanwhile, is often deeply in-
tertwined with those of the
neighbouring cities.

The question of where to
draw the line between what is
and what is not a city not to
mention where one ends and
another begins is getting hard-
er to answer. As the world
moves towards total urbanisa-
tion, settlements are spread-
ing out by merging into one
another to create what urban
experts term "megalopolises".
The largest of these mega-
cities already exceeds 60 mil-
lion people. In China, the re-
gion of Guangdong province
around the Pearl River estu-
ary now known as the Greater
Bay Area effectively merges 11
cities, from Macao all the way
around to Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Hong Kong.
With a total population of over
70 million inhabitants, it
counts 2 million more people
than the entire population of
the UK, squeezed into roughly
a fifth of the area. In economic
terms, it looms just as large: at
USD1.64 trillion (1.39 trillion
pounds) in 2018, its GDP repre-
sents 11.6 per cent of China's
total.

On the west African coast,
meanwhile, the 600km stretch
between Abidjan, Ivory Coast
and Lagos, in Nigeria, is rapid-
ly catching up. Experts predict
that by 2100, this agglomera-
tion of nine cities will be the
most densely populated on
earth, with up to 500 million
people. Cities only really start-
ed growing in the mid-18th
century when we began to

build machines that would
propel us much faster and fur-
ther than any technology in-
vented so far. For the first
time, cities and London, in
particular, broke through the
threshold of around 1 million
people in size that had domi-
nated the urban world hither-
to. Some cities, including
Chicago and New York, grew
upwards as the technologies of
the steel frame and the eleva-
tor enabled those with the re-
sources to erect the early sky-
scrapers, those "cathedrals of
commerce".

With the invention of the
automobile, many cities, such
as Los Angeles, have grown
outwards, despite widespread
resistance to the idea of urban
sprawl. Some large cities in
the developing world includ-
ing Dar es Salaam in Tanzania
or Nairobi in Kenya have
grown inwards. Here, the idea
of the compact city based
around public transport and
higher residential densities
has taken root. Most people
today live in medium-sized or
even small cities. We still
largely depend on the internal
combustion engine to move
between different activities,
typically home and work.
However, over the last 50
years, the advent of comput-
ers and networked communi-
cations has meant that people
can now live at huge distances
from their colleagues. This
blurs the physical boundaries
of any city.

Counting a city's inhabi-
tants and mapping its geo-
graphical boundaries are only
some of the aspects to consid-
er when defining what a city
is. The digital skin that now
covers the planet enables the
citizens of any city to interact

with anyone and everyone, in
any place, at any time. Cities
will continue to grow and
change physically. By the end
of the 21st century, every place
will no doubt be one form of
city, but the term itself is not
likely to disappear. Instead, its
meaning will change. In 1937
already, in a compendium enti-
tled The City Reader, the histo-
rian Lewis Mumford argued
that although cities might be
identified as physical entities,
they were places of social in-
teraction, of communications.
This resonates strongly with
the notion that in the future
we will no longer think of
cities simply as distinct physi-
cal hubs in a rural landscape
but as patterns of digital
movement, crisscrossing the
planet over many scales from
the mega city down to the
local neighbourhood.

Boundaries will no longer
have the same meaning as
they did before the first indus-
trial revolution in Britain in
1830. Scholars agree that as
cities get bigger, they generate
economies of scale that in-
creasingly dominate their eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.
Evidence suggests that the
urban world is even more com-
plex. Cities increasingly re-
semble biological systems
more than they do mechanical
systems, with transportation
networks reaching out into
the hinterlands around them
resembling arboreal fractals.
The emerging urban world is
vastly different from anything
that has gone before. Trying to
determine the physical limits
of the city remains important.
In figuring out how to reckon
with this new complexity,
however, it may well be too su-
perficial. (The Conversation)
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Illegal banners 
& hoardings 

During every festive sea-
son, be it Ganesh Chaturthi,
Navratri, Diwali, Christmas
or Eid, I am shocked to see
images of our politicians
alongside gods and goddesses.
It is very shameful indeed!
These banners and hoardings
irritate us so much. It's high
time we respected every reli-
gion. Garbage, sewage prob-
lems, bad roads, debris in
streets, sick and homeless
people... let the politicians
and the Municipal
Corporation focus on these is-
sues. Banners and hoardings
serve nothing except to in-
flate the ego of some people.
Every political party, be it the
Congress, the NCP, the Shiv
Sena, the BJP, the AAP or the
MNS, has not spared the
country of illegal hoardings.
The Municipal Corporation
allows such banners to be put
up because their officials are
hand-in-glove with politi-
cians.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Troll culture 
Tracing from the journey

of human history, it took us
such a long time to realize
how to live with each other.
To put humans into the struc-
ture of social norms and
rules was full of struggle and
pain. Though today humans
are really social animals, it is
again limited to the real
world. The online world is
again very chaotic. The supe-
rior and inferior concepts in
the online platform are
judged through the amount of
trolling and insult one can
create for a fellow mate. The
troll culture in India is not
limited to the celebrities only
but has also affected the com-
mon people. It creates a fancy
mindset among a group of
people to troll. The rise of
trolls in India has been well
documented. From harmful
jokes to memes, the ways of
trolls are vast and politically
powerful. Trolls are shaping
public discourse. As we are
still in the stage to actually
understand how the internet
works, trolls are very hard to
digest. Thus, there has to be
ways to stop trolling. Social
awareness needs to be created
to get rid of this new media
challenge.

Ajay Sarkar, by mail

Appoint with care
SC to Govt’ and ‘Poll offi-

cers’ appointments’; it is of
vital importance that imme-
diate remedial steps are taken
so that the democratic setup
is not undermined. Besides
the judiciary, the civil society,
intellectuals and the fourth
pillar of democracy, the print
and electronic media also
have to be vigilant in this
matter. But care should be
taken against overzealous-
ness. We should have faith in
the wisdom of the founding
fathers of the Constitution
who, after thorough delibera-
tions, had ensured flexibility
in the framework of the
sacrosanct document.

DV Sharma, Mukerian
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National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets of girls battalion conduct a cleaning and awareness drive, at Har-Ki-Pouri on River
Tawi in Jammu, Friday, Nov. 25.

NCC CLEANING  DRIVE

A Christmas celebration has started at least on the global stock mar-
kets. The financial markets are showing a surprising buoyancy and

climbing new heights. Indian stock markets jumped up. The representative
BSE index rose by close to 1000 points and touched its historic record high
of 62,412. The NSE index is also rising in step, indicating a more broad
based recovery of the markets. The immediate trigger for the global finan-
cial markets to shake off lethargy and respond with verve is the positive
feedback from Federal Reserve of United States about the prospects for
global economy and the course for inflation. However, underlying these is
a major battle among economists about their perceptions about the
course of general price level and its nature. The world had got used   to low
levels of inflation and efforts to perk the prices. Japan had faced decades
of negative inflation (or deflation) and falling prices which had devastated
its economy. However, all of a sudden the prices had started rising and
rather alarmingly in the last two years. So much so, that inflation had hit a
forty-year high in the United States earlier this year which kicked the
alarm bells. Everyone started shouting about the need for measures to
fight inflation. Woes do not come alone. The threat of inflation was com-
pounded by the threat of global recession. As China was clamping down re-
strictions across the country, its economy was decelerating. China, being
the second largest economy and a massive importer of commodities from
across the world, had a determining role in setting the pace of the global
economy. Not to be spared, the Russian invasion into Ukraine and the con-
sequent clamp down on the world energy markets had started strangling
the global economy. Russia is a major supplier of several essential goods,
namely, energy (oil and gas) and food (wheat) and fertilisers (phosphatic).
So also is Ukraine which is a major wheat exporter. The invasion and war
worked out through higher prices for food and energy throughout the
world. The cramp down on supplies of energy items from Russia pulled up
overall energy prices. Europeans had faced severe strains on their dispos-
able incomes which higher energy prices. The third world countries faced
problems of shortages of food, energy being another secondary blow. The
compounding impact of these developments was that the global economy
was feared to shirk. In fact, coming close on heels of the pandemic, major
economies were shrinking rather than expanding. Hence, these were the
ideal recipe for a global slowdown and recession. The all had turned on
whether the current spate of inflation had become endemic or transitory.
Some eminent economists had argued that the inflation was getting struc-
tural and would call for heavy handed interventions to control. This in effect
meant large doses of interest rate hike — that is the copy-book economist
medicine. Others, argued that inflation was temporary and needed to be
treated with caution. The Fed had approached inflation control with the for-
mer point of view, that is, large hikes in inflation and control of prices. This
would automatically have brought a recession in its train. The latest revela-
tions of the Fed monetary policy committee proceedings indicate a change
in thinking in inflation fight. That also indicates a possible change in percep-
tion about a recession in global economy in the immediate future. There are
indications now that the talk of an impending recession in the world econo-
my is receding. After all, a global recession might be avoided, though not an
immediate return of leaping growth rates. The billion-dollar question now is:
is this reversal of perceptions for real and persist. Will the rate cycle now
turn and interest rates would remain stable at least for now. Will the prices
stabilise. That will hold clue to an onset of a recession. Financial markets are
now gaining buoyancy. But the real economy would come to play. It looks as
though the key would still be how the Russian invasion in Ukraine would go.
Will the energy markets revert back to sustainable levels? The oil market re-
ports now indicate a move towards stability. Prices are no longer jumping.
Hopefully, the New Year would show some positive trends. 
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

26th November is observed as Constitution Day that is also known
as Samvidhan Divas or National Law Day. On November 26,

1949, the Constituent Assembly of India formally adopted the Constitution
of India. It came into force on January 26, 1950. Constitution Day aims to
bring awareness about the importance of the Constitution and Dr B R
Ambedkar. The ideals behind the Preamble to India’s Constitution were laid
down by Jawaharlal Nehru’s Objectives Resolution, adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947. Representatives from several
fields were voted into the constitutional assembly. There were four notable
members viz. Dr. B.R Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, B.N Rau, and Sardar
Vallabhai Patel.  Our Prime Minister Narendra Modi had marked November
26 as the Constitution Day of India in 2015. A fascinating fact about the
Indian constitution is that it was enacted at the time of independence,
when India faced enormous challenges, including safeguarding the lives
and welfare of millions of people who had been displaced by the partition.
In the face of violence and uncertainty, the Constituent Assembly drafted a
Constitution that reflects the nation's exceptional diversity, spanning lan-
guages, races, castes, and classes. From 1947 to 1950, India continued to
use the legislation implemented when it was a dominion of Britain. In the
meantime, the Constituent Assembly drafted the Constitution of India,
which would replace the Government of India Act, 1935, as the country's
fundamental governing document. The Constitution of India is the longest
Constitution in the world, which describes the framework for political prin-
ciples, procedures and powers of the government. Dr Rajendra Prasad was
elected President of the Constituent Assembly. A Drafting Committee was
appointed to draft the Constitution and Dr B.R. Ambedkar was appointed as
the Chairman. The making of the Constitution took a total of 166 days,
which was spread over a period of 2 years, 11 months and 18 days. It had
395 articles in 22 parts and 8 schedules at the time of commencement. Now
it has 448 articles in 25 parts and 12 schedules.  The Indian Constitution
provides an elaborate list of Fundamental Rights to the citizens of India.
The Constitution also provides a list of 11 duties of the citizens, known as
the Fundamental Duties. The Constitution serves as guidelines for every cit-
izen. It helped India to attain the status of a Republic in the world. Once Atal
Bihari Vajpayee said that “governments would come and go, political par-
ties would be formed and dissolved, but the country should survive, and
democracy should remain there forever” In a democratic constitution, it
sets some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. These
limits are fundamental in the sense that government may never tresspass
them. The term ‘Equality’ means no section of society has any special privi-
leges and all the people have given equal opportunities for everything with-
out any discriminations. Everyone is equal before the law. A citizen of India
is given freedom of Speech and Expression, freedom of Assembly, freedom
of Association, freedom of Movement, freedom of Residence, and Freedom
of Profession and Occupation through Art. 19. Unlike several countries of
the world, we are free to practice, profess, and propagate any religion
under Art. 25. Dr. Ambedkar, the chief architect of our constitution, has
said that Article 32 is the soul of our constitution. All the talk of rights is
useless if there is no recourse against their transgression. Under this arti-
cle, a citizen is free to go to the Supreme Court for violation of his rights.
Our Indian Constitution was written after a thorough analysis of the exist-
ing constitution of the world. The framers of the constitution have incorpo-
rated the good things from all the places. Let us remember that democracy
is not merely a form of Government but it is essentially an attitude of re-
spect and reverence towards fellowmen.

Truth always wins

The era of the megalopolis: How the 
world’s cities are merging

Easing of Global Recessionary
Trend is good for India

Vijaykumar H K

O ur country's profitable
growth story has late-

ly captured the world's atten-
tion, posing new challenges
for the domestic frugality.
One of the ongoing chal-
lenges is the growing illegal
trade in fakes, pass- offs, and
smuggled goods.
Counterfeiting and smug-
gling detriment public
progress by affecting fiscal,
social, and physical health
around the world. Smuggling
is a international and trans-
border crime. It destabilises
the legal assiduity, stifles in-
vention and investment, re-
duces government earnings,
and jeopardises consumer
health and safety.The arrival
of technology, rapid-fire com-
munication channels, and
globalisation have accelerat-
ed the exponential growth of
lawless trade in dangerous
forms similar as counterfeit-
ing and smuggling. Lawless

trade is a public trouble be-
cause it generates black plu-
tocrat, which is also used to
fund systematized crime,
similar as terrorism.

The actuality and opera-
tion of counterfeiting and
smuggling are broad in com-
pass and large in value, im-
pacting not only the global
frugality, causing losses to
both assiduity and govern-
ment, but also negatively im-
pacting consumer health and
safety and largely funding
terrorist conditioning world-
wide. A trouble to Our public
Interests investigates the im-
pact of lawless trade in five
crucial Indian diligence mo-
bile phones, FMCG-
Household and Personal
Goods, FMCG- Packaged
Foods, Tobacco Products, and
Alcoholic potables.

According to the report, the
lawless request in the five key
diligence was worth three
thousand crores in the for-
mer time, with the FMCG as-

siduity — menage and partic-
ular goods, and packaged
foods — counting for 3/ 4th of
the total lawless value of
goods in the five key dili-
gence. According to the re-
port, illegal trade in the five
diligence mentioned above re-
sults in a total estimated licit
employment loss of sixteen
lakh.The estimated duty loss
to the government due to law-
less goods in these diligence
is about fifty thousand crore,
with tobacco products and al-
coholic potables counting for
nearly fourty- nine percent of
the overall duty loss.

To combat the growing
troubles of counterfeiting
and smuggling, it's critical to
strengthen the rule of law
and ameliorate the effective-
ness of penalties and war-
rants. Businesses must take
applicable way to cover con-
sumers from the prolifera-
tion of scammers and in-
fringers who seek to take ad-
vantage of the

situation.Mindfulness and
outreach is an essential ele-
ment in erecting a visionary
strategy to check this grow-
ing imminence of counter-
feiting and smuggling.
Government has to concen-
trate on spreading mindful-
ness and enabling a dialogue
between the stakeholders on
the intimidating magnitude
of lawless trade to abolish
this demon from the
society.Central government
should organize mindfulness
programs in educational in-
stitutions and considerably
involve the youth in this fight
against lawless trade.

Need for nonstop mindful-
ness generation to educate
the consumers on the implic-
it pitfalls and mischievous
impact of buying and using
fake, spurious and smuggled
products.Creating public
mindfulness, adding surveil-
lance, collaboration and com-
bined sweats are needed
amongst colorful stakehold-

ers, enforcement agencies,
assiduity, cooperation with
private stakeholders and con-
sumers can help fight the
problem of counterfeiting
and smuggling.Government
has to propagate the problem
of counterfeiting and smug-
gling on social media chan-
nels, journals and other pro-
motional sources in order to
make the general public ap-
prehensive of this intimidat-
ing issue.

There's vital need for the
policy makers, enforcement
agencies and assiduity to be
on the frontal bottom, to at-
tack it. Customs and border
control agencies has to be a
visionary in precluding law-
less trade and dismembering
international smuggling op-
erations. Indian customs has
to make a legal and executive
system, introducing the per-
petration of new technology,
threat operation and data an-
alytics to combat lawless
trade.

Perils of Smuggling and Counterfeiting

JAMES CHESHIRE
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Resource hub 

Bhubaneswar: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Thursday said the
state is now “fast
emerging as a technol-
ogy resource hub” of
the country and creat-
ing jobs for youths.
During the inaugura-
tion of Happiest
Minds IT development
centre here, he stated
that the new facility
will further strength-
en the state’s position
in the sector. Patnaik
claimed that the state
has been taking giant
strides in the IT sector
in recent years and
the growth momen-
tum is “accelerating”.
“Odisha is now fast
emerging as a technol-
ogy resource hub of
India and creating
jobs for youths,” he
said. The centre at
Fortune Towers here
will accommodate
more than 1,000 people
and the company is
looking to expand its
capacity to serve glob-
al clients abroad.
Highlighting the IT
friendly ecosystem
available in
Bhubaneswar,
Patnaik said most of
the companies in the
sector have set foot in
the state capital.

Stronger bonds
Chandigarh: Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit has advocated
need for stronger
bonds between South
Korea and India, an of-
ficial statement said.
The Chandigarh
Administrator also
suggested enhancing
people-to-people con-
tact between the two
countries through cul-
tural exchange pro-
grammes. The
Governor said this
when South Korean
Ambassador to India
Chang Jae-bok paid a
courtesy call here on
Wednesday evening
and met him at Punjab
Raj Bhawan.
Extending warm wel-
come to the Korean del-
egation led by the
envoy, Purohit apprised
the dignitary of the
ease of doing business
and the one window
clearance system for
investment in Punjab.

China trade

Kolkata: In the back-
drop of China’s rising
exports to India, for-
mer West Bengal fi-
nance minister Amit
Mitra Thursday took
a dig at the Centre’s
dependence on trade
with that country and
termed it as a threat to
the nation’s security.
Mitra, who is current-
ly the principal chief
adviser to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee,
predicted that India’s
dependence on im-
ports from China is
set to double that of
2014. “The dependence
of India on China will
widen Chinese pre-
mier Xi Jinping’s
Mona Lisa smile in
the coming G20 sum-
mit in New Delhi
September next year’’.

LAUNCH EVENT

Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff with his daughter Krishna Shroff attends the
launch event of India’s first unique social marketplace for creators, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 25:  

India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) have agreed to pur-
sue a free trade agreement
(FTA) between the two re-
gions and resume the ne-
gotiations, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Thursday.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion — Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Qatar, Kuwait,
Oman and Bahrain. The
council is the largest trad-
ing bloc of India. India’s
exports to the GCC mem-
ber countries grew by
58.26 per cent to about USD
44 billion in 2021-22
against USD 27.8 billion in
2020-21, according to data
from the commerce min-
istry. Bilateral trade in
goods has increased to
USD 154.73 billion in 2021-
22 from USD 87.4 billion in
2020-21. Services trade be-
tween the two regions was
valued at around USD 14
billion in 2021-22, with ex-
ports aggregated at USD

5.5 billion and imports at
USD 8.3 billion. “We have
agreed to pursue the free
trade agreement between
the GCC and India and re-
sume the negotiations and
conclude the same at the
earliest,” Goyal told re-
porters here in a joint
press conference with
GCC Secretary General
Nayef Falah M Al-Hajraf
here. GCC countries con-
tribute almost 35 per cent
of India’s oil imports and
70 per cent of its gas im-
ports. India’s overall crude
oil imports from the GCC
in 2021-22 were about USD
48 billion, while LNG and

LPG imports in 2021-22
stood at about USD 21 bil-
lion. Both sides held nego-
tiations for the trade pact
in 2006 and 2008 but talks
stalled thereafter due to
unknown reasons. When
asked about the next
round of talks to resume
the negotiations, Goyal
said teams of both sides
would decide that. He said
that FTA covers areas in-
cluding trade, and invest-
ment promotion. “I am
sure the engagement with
the GCC will be in tune
with the truly unique and
special relations enjoyed
by the countries of the
GCC region and India,”
Goyal said adding “India
plays an important role in
food security and con-
tributes to healthcare ar-
chitecture of the GCC, the
GCC is a reliable partner
in catering to India’s ener-
gy security”. The GCC
Secretary General said:
“This is a very broad FTA
and it reflects mutual
areas of interest to focus
on”.

India, GCC agree to pursue free trade
agreement; resume talks: Goyal

Rupee likely to
remain under

pressure in 2023,
say economists

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  2255:: The rupee is

likely to remain under pressure

next year and could even touch

85 against the US dollar,

according to economists. Since

Russia invaded Ukraine in late

February and the resultant

spike in crude prices and sup-

ply chain disruptions, the

rupee has been under tremen-

dous pressure. The domestic

currency had touched an all-

time low of 83 against the dol-

lar on October 19. On

Thursday, rupee gained 23

paise to close at 81.70 against

the dollar. During a panel dis-

cussion at the SBI Banking &

Economic Conclave here on

Thursday, various economists

said the rupee will continue to

be under pressure given the

widening current account

deficit which is seen close to 4

per cent of the GDP this fiscal.

There is also pressure on forex

earning as exports began to

fall since last month, they said

and expect the rupee to trade

between a high of 82 and a low

of 85 to the dollar in 2023.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255:: During the
course of International
Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) General Assembly meet-
ing held recently in San
Francisco, USA, Vimal
Mahendru, a member of the
Indian National Committee
of the International
Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) and various technical
committees of Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS-India), secured
over 90% of the votes cast by
full members of IEC and was
elected as IEC Vice President
and the Standardization
Management Board (SMB)
Chair for the 2023-25 term. 
Mahendru was also conferred
by IEC, the prestigious Lord
Kelvin award in the IEC General
Assembly for his contributions
to the international standardi-
zation in the field of     electri-
cal, electronics and IT.

International Electrotechnical
Commission  (IEC) is an inter-
national standard setting body
that publishes international
Standards for all electrical,
electronic and related tech-
nologies.  Standardization
Management Board (SMB) is
an apex governance body of
IEC responsible for technical
policy matters. BIS is continu-
ally expanding its international
footprints by working on the

growth mantra provided by the
Hon’ble Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumers
Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution and Textiles, Shri
PiyushGoyal. Currently, BIS
(India) is represented in vari-
ous policy and governance
bodies of International
Organization for
Standardization (ISO) and IEC
such as ISO Council, ISO
Technical Management Board
(TMB), IEC SMB, IEC Market
Strategy Board (MSB), IEC
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC), etc.  Representation of
BIS (India) in policy and gover-
nance bodies of ISO and IEC
ensures that Indian viewpoints
on the important strategic
/policy matters are put forth
and it also provides opportuni-
ties to align the national stan-
dardization priorities with
International best practices.

India wins IEC Vice Presidency and
SMB Chair for the 2023-25 termMumbai, Nov 25:

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty advanced further to
settle at record highs for
the second day in a row on
Friday, helped by intense
buying in index majors
Reliance Industries, Wipro
and Maruti. In a choppy
and range-bound trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 20.96 points or 0.03
per cent to settle at
62,293.64, its fresh record
closing high. During the
day, it jumped 175.05 points
or 0.28 per cent to 62,447.73
— its lifetime intra-day
peak. Likewise, broader
NSE Nifty went up by 28.65
points or 0.15 per cent to
end at 18,512.75, its all-time
high. The key indices had
gained over 1 per cent on
Thursday to end at record
high levels. The indices
have extended the win-
ning run for the fourth day
with the Sensex rising by

1,140 points or close to 2
per cent and Nifty gaining
352 points or 2.29 per cent.
Reliance Industries

emerged as the biggest
gainer among the Sensex
firms, rising 1.34 per cent,
followed by Wipro, Tech

Mahindra, Axis Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Maruti,
Tata Steel and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the
major winners. On the
other hand, Nestle, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, ICICI
Bank and HCL
Technologies were the
major laggards. “Markets
ended flat in a sluggish
trading session, as in-
vestors stayed on the side-
lines due to lack of cues
from the US markets,
which was shut on
Thursday. While most of
the Asian gauges ended in
the red, local benchmarks
managed to eke out mod-
est gains amid thin vol-
umes,” said Amol
Athawale, Deputy Vice
President - Technical
Research, Kotak
Securities Ltd.
“Benchmark indices
ended on a positive note
amid volatility.

Sensex, Nifty scale fresh lifetime highs as Reliance, Wipro advance

New Delhi, Nov 25:

IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Thursday al-
layed concerns over the ex-
tent of independence of
the government-appointed
oversight body proposed
in the draft data protection
Bill, saying just like RBI
and SEBI the architecture
of the new body will en-
sure its autonomy on is-
sues. Vaishnaw, who was
speaking at Times Now
Summit 2022 also coun-
tered criticism around the
draft Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Bill
and questions around sur-
veillance and said the risk
of terrorist threats and
cyber threats, as well as
the changing nature of
global warfare have to be
kept in mind. These reali-

ties have to be considered,
and a balanced view has to
be taken. Supreme Court,
he said, has set clear
processes on surveillance,
with many checks and bal-
ances. To questions being
raised on just how inde-
pendent the proposed Data
Protection Board will be,
the minister made it clear
that independence and au-
tonomy come from law,
and cited the strong repu-

tation enjoyed by RBI,
SEBI, all over the world.
Since the draft data protec-
tion Bill clearly mentions
that the proposed Data
Protection Board will be
independent and perform
in a certain way, “automat-
ically its independence is
guaranteed”.

“Who appoints SEBI
and board of RBI,
Government appoints. Are
these bodies not independ-
ent...independence and au-
tonomy come from law...If
you go anywhere in the
world, RBI, SEBI and
TRAI, these bodies enjoy a
very good reputation and
prestige,” Vaishnaw point-
ed out. The government
hopes that the new Bill
will be passed in the
Budget session of
Parliament, he informed.

RBI, SEBI enjoy autonomy, good
reputation globally: Vaishnaw

New Delhi, Nov 25:  

Italian super sports car
maker Lamborghini on
Thursday launched Urus
Performante in India with
price starting at Rs 4.22
crore (ex-showroom). The
launch of the model comes
shortly after its global pre-
miere happened this
August. “The Urus has

been instrumental in
opening new markets driv-
ing growth for the brand
in India and we are there-
fore delighted to introduce
it to our customers,”
Lamborghini India Head
Sharad Agarwal said in a
statement. The SUV accel-
erates from 0-100 km/h in
just 3.3 seconds with a top
speed of 306 km/h.

Lamborghini launches
Urus Performante in India

priced at Rs 4.22 cr

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255:: Sony India
introduced a new addition to its
personal audio category, WF-
LS900N. The latest model
empowers a new sound experi-
ence through Sony’s sensing
technology and partner collabo-
ration, all while maintaining a
“Never Off” wearing experience
with Noise Cancellation. By
leveraging sensor and spatial
sound technology, these ear-
buds deliver fun and immersive
sound entertainment in AR
games such as Ingress. The WF-
LS900N is perfect for streaming
content all day long. The user

can enjoy music, video, or social
media content just as the cre-
ator intended with Sony’s high-
ly acclaimed noise canceling

technology and high-resolution
capability. Sony India’s smallest
and lightest, noise canceling,
Hi-Res Truly WirelessEarbuds
weighing approximately 4.8
grams was designed with com-
fort in mind.WF-LS900N givesa
“Never Off” wearing experience
and it automatically switches
between superlative noise can-
celing or optimized ambient
sound for listening without dis-
tractions. 

Sony India announces WF-LS900N
noise cancellation earbuds

New Delhi, Nov 25: 

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has amended
norms to bring buying and
selling of mutual fund
units under the ambit of
insider trading rules. At
present, insider trading
rules are applicable to
dealing in securities of
listed companies or those
proposed to be listed, when
in possession of
Unpublished Price
Sensitive Information
(UPSI). The units of mutu-
al funds are specifically ex-
cluded from the definition
of securities under the
rules. Sebi’s latest decision
follows the Franklin
Templeton episode, in
which the fund house’s few
executives were accused of
redeeming their holdings
in the schemes ahead of

the six debt schemes shut-
ting for redemption. “No
insider shall trade in the
units of a scheme of a mu-
tual fund, when in posses-
sion of unpublished price
sensitive information,
which may have a material
impact on the net asset
value of a scheme or may
have a material impact on
the interest of the unit
holders of the scheme,”
Sebi said in a notification
issued on Thursday. Under
the new rules, asset man-
agement companies
(AMCs) will have to dis-
close the details of hold-
ings in the units of its mu-
tual fund schemes, on an
aggregated basis, held by
the AMC, trustees and
their immediate relatives
on the platform of stock
exchanges “Details of all
the transactions in the

units of its own mutual
funds... executed by the
designated persons of
asset management compa-
ny, trustees and their im-
mediate relatives shall be
reported by the concerned
person to the compliance
officer of asset manage-
ment company within two
business days from the
date of transaction,” the
regulator said. Also, the
the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has prescribed a
minimum standard of
code of conduct for desig-
nated persons in line with
provisions of existing in-
sider trading rules.
Further, the compliance of-
ficer of the AMC would de-
termine the closure period
during which a designated
person cannot transact in
units of the mutual fund.

Sebi amends norms; brings in buying, selling
of mutual funds under insider trading rules

Mumbai, Nov 25: 

The rupee settled for the
day 8 paise higher at 81.62
(provisional) against the
American currency on
Friday on broad dollar
weakness and improved
risk sentiments. Forex
traders said positive do-
mestic equities and foreign
fund inflows supported the
local unit. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at
81.69 and touched an intra-
day high of 81.44 and a low
of 81.71 against the green-
back. The local unit finally
settled at 81.62, registering
a rise of 8 paise over its
previous close. On
Thursday, the rupee appre-
ciated by 23 paise to close
at 81.70 against the US dol-
lar. The Indian rupee ap-

preciated on positive do-
mestic equities and a weak
US Dollar. Foreign fund in-
flows also supported
Rupee, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. The US dol-
lar declined on extended
losses as the Federal Open
Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes showed
that a majority of Federal

Reserve policymakers
agree that it would likely
soon be appropriate to
slow the pace of rate hike.
This led to a surge in glob-
al markets and decline in
safe haven appeal,
Choudhary said. “We ex-
pect the rupee to trade
with a positive bias on
weak dollar and improved
risk sentiments amid ex-
pectations of a slower pace
of rate hike by the Fed.
However, month-end dollar
demand from importers
and concerns over rising
COVID-19 cases in China
may cap sharp upside,”
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was 0.11 per cent
lower at 105.96.

Rupee rises 8 paise to 
close at 81.62 against US dollar

FHRAI meets FM,
seeks infra tag for

hospitality industry
New Delhi, Nov 25:
Representatives from
Federation of Hotel &
Restaurant Associations
of India met Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
and sought granting of in-
frastructure status to the
hospitality industry in the
forthcoming Budget.
Currently, hotels built
with an investment of Rs
200 crore or more have
been accorded infrastruc-
ture status under the RBI
infrastructure lending
norm criteria. The associ-
ation has requested that
this threshold be brought
down to Rs 10 crore to give
a fillip to budget segment
hotels. This will enable ho-
tels to avail term loans at
lower rates of interest and
also benefit from longer re-
payment periods.

ACROSS

1. Squeaks by

5. Roaming tribesman

10. Whole bunch

14. Great affection

15. Dodge

16. City transportation

17. Persia, today

18. Plant again

19. Surrounded by

20. Nervous strain

22. Paraphrase

24. Avid

25. Ecuador’s neighbor

26. Magazine officials

29. Slightly wet

34. Harden

36. Cola, e.g.

37. Radar’s kin

38. Racetrack fence

40. Horse’s comment

43. Present!

44. Resource

46. Bridle strap

48. Strive

49. Parking timer

50. Big drums

52. Folklore monster

54. Framed (2 wds.)

57. Give a right to

61. Not cognizant

63. Ruckus

64. Love, in Florence

66. Flows back

67. Chip in

68. Baton ____

69. Bed board

70. Look

71. Miscalculated

72. Perfect gymnastics scores

DOWN

1. Upper crust

2. Seoul’s country

3. Billy Graham, e.g.

4. Perceived

5. Roman fiddler

6. Kitchen hot spot

7. Tourist’s aid

8. Cherishes

9. Prevent

10. Doctor’s “at once!”

11. Tibetan monk

12. Leave

13. Expansive

21. Showy flower

23. Totals

25. “A ____ Home Companion”

27. Unit of weight

28. Keats work
30. “Wow!”
31. Impossible to prevent
32. Agra attire
33. Forest plant
34. Metric weight
35. Soften
39. Rebel general
41. Precious stone
42. In fashion
45. Horse’s gait
47. Space agency (abbr.)
50. Shudder
51. Most recent
53. Blinding light
55. Metropolitan
56. Irritating ones
57. Ages
58. Three squared
59. Carry
60. List entry
61. Yearning
62. Lack
65. Possessive pronoun
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T he production  of the series Titled
Passionate : A  story ' is starting

from  the last week of this month at
various historical  location of
Rajasthan  apart from   Samod,

Fathepur Shekhawati near Jaipur
Vishal  and Ramchandra director of

MX player and directors of this
under-production series  said

that soon the content off se se-
ries will  also  be under  cen-

sor and  all the family mem-
bers will be able to sit to-
gethher  and entertain them

he admitted that due to the
bold storyline and lack of strict-

ness of the censor webseried have
attracted viewers  from  every section
of the society. Actress Tushar P Pandey
who plays a key role in Passionate: A
love story  call  it a privilege to come
and shoot in the beautiful location of
Rajasthan and the  warmth of the peo-
ple here. Co producer Rajeev Saxena
told Reporters that the  the webseries
will be  shown on the new  OTT
Channel Atrangi from coming Jan 23.

Ajay patel  a resident of Bilaspur
in Chhatisgarh is playing an impor-
tant role  in the series..

Local lad Ajay Patel plays
important role in

‘Passionate: A love Story’ W hen the day is not
going right a warm,

inspiring show is sure to
lifts your spirits! Sony
SAB's Pushpa Impossible
is a stressbuster and a per-
fect family viewing experi-
ence thanks to the lead
character Pushpa’s amus-
ing and witty nuske of
dealing with challenges,
her forever optimistic per-
sonality and iconic one-
liners. Pushpa Patel
(Karuna Pandey) is an ex-
traordinary woman with
many challenges in her
life and her newest is a
major pain point for her.

The Patel family has of-
ficially welcomed their
newest member, Deepti
who is Ashwin's (Naveen
Pandita) wife, into their
home, and the newlyweds
are planning their honey-
moon. The joyful moment
is the calm before the
storm though, as Deepti's
(Garima Parihar) grand-
mother Kunjbala (Ketki
Dave) arrives at the Patel
household. Kunjbala is
still dissatisfied with
Deepti's post-marriage
lifestyle and decides to

make her granddaughter's
life easier by bringing
loads of houseware and
electronics as a gift. This
proves to be a disaster be-
cause now there is no
space in the house, and
people are having difficul-
ty moving around. Amidst
this chaos, Kunjbala falls

and injures herself. How
will Pushpa pacify an in-
jured Kunjbala? Will
Ashwin and Deepti get to
go on their honeymoon?

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible from
Monday to Saturday at
9:30 PM only on Sony
SAB!

Kunjbala falls and injures herself
at the Patel family’s home 

'Doli Armaano Ki' actress
Neha Marda has an-
nounced her pregnancy
by sharing an adorable
picture with her husband
Ayushman Agarwal. In
the picture she can be
seen wearing a red dress
and showing her baby
bump while her husband
opted for a black suit with
white shirt. Neha wrote
in the caption sharing the
happiness with her fans
and friends and express-
ing her gratitude to the
Almighty: "Shri Shivaya
Namastubhyam..Finally
God has arrived in me..Baby coming soon". Post her comment many

of her fans and friends
congratulated her. Actor
Vibhav Roy mentioned:
" C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s "
'Ishqbaaaz' actress
Shrenu Parikh wrote:
"Sooooo happy for u
guys" Rashami Desai,
Ashi Singh, Jayati Bhatia
and others also congratu-
lated them. Neha got mar-
ried to Patna-based busi-
nessman Ayushman in
2012. The actress is
known for her roles in
'Balika Vadhu', 'Kyun
Rishton Mein Katti Batti',
'Doli Armaano Ki', among
others.

Neha Marda announces pregnancy,
shares a picture with her husband

AA ctress Alaya F, who is all set for her next 'Freddy', has
talked about how there is no end to creative explo-

rations when it comes to acting. Alaya said: "My favourite
part about the job is that you get to experiment with so
many different genres, so many different characters and
so many different types of storytelling." She added: "I
have shot three films since my first and each one is very
different than the other, so I'm really excited for the audi-
ence to see me really push myself with each project." "My
journey in the industry hasn't been a very conventional
one, so why should my film choices be conventional? I
want to keep surprising people, and I really hope I can do
justice to all the opportunities I've been given since
Jawaani Jaaneman." Kartik Aaryan's most awaited 'Freddy'
is about the journey of Dr. Freddy Ginwala, a shy, lonely
and socially awkward person who loves playing with his
miniature planes and the only friend he has is his pet tur-
tle 'Hardy'. Disney+ Hotstar recently announced their
upcoming spine chilling romantic thriller 'Freddy'.
Produced by Balaji Telefilms Ltd, NH Studioz and Northern
Lights Films, directed by Shashanka Ghosh and starring
Kartik Aaryan and Alaya F, the film will release on
December 2 on Disney+ Hotstar.

Alaya F: My journey in
the industry hasn't been
a very conventional one

Rakshanda Khan: 
I've lost out on roles to

people not necessarily

on basis of talent but

also budget

RR akshanda Khan, who is currently seen in
the TV show 'Janam Janam ka Sath', opens

up about the competition in the industry and
how certain times many opportunities slipped
from her hand because of the budget.
"Competition is great as long as it's healthy. Yes,
sometimes I've felt I've lost out on roles to peo-
ple not necessarily on the basis of talent but also
budget. But I've also realised what was meant
for me has always come to me, in every sphere
of life. Therefore, all I can show in life is grati-
tude, even for the competition," she says.
Talking about her current show, she says that she
loves her role. "The title 'Janam Janam Ka Saath'
reflects the story in an instant. It's a love story
spanning almost a century. A love that could not
be fulfilled in one birth, the lovers had to be
reborn to fulfil their love story." "I play a charac-
ter called Dr. Karuna Tomar, she is the hero. The
kind of mother whose whole world revolves
around her son. She can do anything for him.
And the same goes for the son too." She adds:
"What instantly attracted me to the character
was the mother-son bond. She is willing to go to
any extent for the well-being of her child and
that is one quality that every mother watching
the show will identify with." The actress says
that it is very important for a show to have
strong content. "In every show, people work
hard, but despite that some succeed and some
don't. What sets one apart from the other is the
content. People will lap up something if you
make it look believable and relatable," she says.
Meanwhile, it is often seen that actors are reluc-
tant to play similar kinds of roles but Rakshanda
says she is fine with it. "For someone like me,
regularity works. I'm happy coming to the same
set, meeting the same people, deepening the
bond created. I'm not someone who adjusts to
new surroundings easily. So I'm very happy to be
part of things long term. Short term relation-
ships and shows both distress me," she says. The
actress, who has been part of several TV shows
including 'Jassi Jaisi Koi Nahi', 'Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi', 'Kasamh Se', 'Naagin 3', among
others, says content on TV has changed with
time and it is not the same when she started.
"I've always felt that TV as a medium was lop-
sided in favour of women, but in the past few
years things have definitely changed and we see
a lot more strong make characters. The balance
is still ever so slightly tipped in favour of women
but I guess I like it that way!" she says. While
talking her shooting experience for the current
show, she shares: "I think on set we've formed
our own version of the fab four. It's me Nikki
Sharma, Asmita Sood and Gaurav Singh Bajaj
together most of the time. So while Asmita and I
gorge on ice-creams, Gaurav and I discuss every
possible food combo, Nikki is the one who just
wriggles into every conversation and makes it
her own. I feel fortunate to have met this trio cos
they make work seem like so much fun."

'Spy Bahu' actress Aditi Bhagat is all set to enter the show
'Pushpa Impossible'. She will be seen portraying a young
intelligent businesswoman who is stubborn and ambitious.
The actress talks about being part of the show and says:
"'Pushpa Impossible' is one of my and the viewer's most
loved shows considering Pushpa's (played by Karuna
Pandey Vaidya) approaches to every challenge that comes
her way." In the show, she will be seen portraying the char-
acter of Mansi, who is born and raised in Canada and owns
a number of motels in United States and Canada. She is
playing Ashwin's (played by Naveen Pandita) boss. Ashwin
in the daily soap is shown as Pushpa's son. "While the
show's narrative is engaging and compelling, Mansi's role
is equally ambitious and engaging. I'm beyond excited to
play Ashwin's boss in the show, and I'm looking forward to
seeing how the character progresses as an authoritative
boss." 'Pushpa Impossible' airs on Sony SAB.

Aditi Bhagat
all set to enter
'Pushpa Impossible'
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Al Rayyan (Qatar),
Nov 25 (AP): Rouzbeh
Cheshmi scored in the
eighth minute of stop-
page time to break a
scoreless stalemate and
Iran went on to defeat
Wales 2-0 at the World
Cup on Friday.

Cheshmi’s strike
from outside the box
was just beyond the div-
ing reach of Wales
backup goalkeeper
Danny Ward, who was
pressed into duty when
starter Wayne
Hennessey was sent off
in the 86th minute.
Ramin Rezaeian added
a second goal moments
later and Iran wildly
celebrated while some
of the Welsh players
dropped in disbelief to
the field. Hennessy was
ejected in the 86th
minute for a high chal-
lenge on Mehdi Taremi.
Gareth Bale made his
110th appearance for
Wales, the most all-time
for the national team,
but the Welsh appeared
sluggish early after a 1-
1 draw with the United
States in their Group B
opener. The match was
played after pro-govern-
ment fans harassed
anti-government fans
outside the stadium in
Qatar, reflecting the di-
visions afflicting the
country. The game was
off to an electric start
with both teams look-
ing to score the impor-
tant first goal. The first
shot on goal was from
Neco Williams in the

third minute but the
ball went well over the
crossbar.

Sardar Azmoun then
had the first shot on
target in the sixth
minute but Wayne
Hennessey wasn’t trou-
bled by it. The game
went on with some end-
to-end stuff and Kiefer
Moore had the best
chance to put Wales
ahead. But his shot was
saved by the Iranian
goalkeeper Hossein
Hosseini from close
range. Iran thought
they had gone in front
when Azmoun entered

the box and squared the
ball to Ali Gholizadeh
in the 15th minute.
However, the video as-
sistant referee stepped
in to rule the goal off-
side.

Both teams continued
to apply pressure on
each other but to no
avail. In stoppage time,
Azmoun had another
glorious chance, but he
couldn’t make any sort
of connection to the
ball that came in from
the right-hand side.

The game restarted
with both teams vying
for the goal and the best

chance came in the 50th
minute with Azmoun
hitting the post. It was
followed up by
Gholizadeh hitting the
bar before Azmoun’s
header was saved by
Hennessey. At the other
end, Moore’s header
ballooned over the tar-
get to get the fans on
their feet.

Both teams made
changes to increase the
intensity of the game.
Brennan Johnson al-
most made a difference
in the game from the
get-go, using his pace to
threaten the Iran goal.

The Asian giants decid-
ed to increase the pres-
sure up a notch and had
a couple of corners to-
wards the 70th minute.
Saeed Ezatolahi
thought he had scored
the opening goal in the
72nd minute as his low
long-range effort was
tipped away from the
target by Hennessey.

Hosseini was then
called into action as
Ben Davies unleashed a
shot on goal in the 82nd
minute. The Iranian
goalkeeper was on hand
to tip it over.

Hennessey then creat-
ed some drama as he
came out to clear a ball
but he clattered into
Taremi with a high
foot. He was given a yel-
low card at first but
then VAR changed the
color to red as Wales
had to see out the final
few minutes with 10
men. Torabi almost
made the Welsh team
pay for Hennessey’s
mistake as his shot
went just wide. Nine
minutes were added on
as stoppage time and
the Welsh team did
make some moves into
the Iran box.

The Asian giants
would then took full use
of the numbers advan-
tage as Cheshmi scored
in the eighth minute of
added time to send the
fans into ecstasy.
Rezaeian then made
sure of the points three
minutes later to hand
Iran the win on the day.

Ronaldo makes World Cup 
history, Portugal beats Ghana 3-2Lusail, Qatar, Nov 25 (AP):

Neymar sat crying on
the bench and later left the
stadium limping with a
swollen right ankle after
Brazil’s 2-0 victory over
Serbia at the World Cup.
Brazil team doctor
Rodrigo Lasmar said
Neymar sprained his
ankle. “We put ice on it
while he was on the bench
and then in physiothera-
py,” Lasmar said on
Thursday.

“There is no test sched-
uled for now but we will
schedule it if needed. He
will be under observation.
We will know more tomor-
row.”

Brazil coach Tite said
he was “confident that
Neymar will continue
playing at the World Cup,”
but Lasmar said it was too
early to comment on the
extent of the injury.

Neymar was also in-
jured at the 2014 World
Cup. Playing at home in
Brazil, his tournament

ended with a back injury
in the quarterfinals
against Colombia when he
had to be taken off the
field on a stretcher. Brazil
ended up losing to
Germany 7-1 in the semifi-
nals.

Neymar, who was fouled
nine times in the match

against Serbia, got injured
in the second half and was
substituted in the 79th
minute. Tite said he
stayed on the field for 11
minutes before asking to
be replaced. “He overcame
the injury because the
team needed him,” Tite
said. “I didn’t even see
that he had been injured.
He just kept playing.”

Neymar was in tears on
the bench as doctors
began treating him in the
final minutes of the game
at Lusail Stadium. He
pulled his shirt over his
head as doctors taped ice
around his foot. He went
into the locker room limp-
ing, and also limped as he
left the stadium without
speaking to reporters.

“The most important
thing for us it to have him
at 100% for the next
match,” said Brazil striker
Richarlison, who scored
both goals on Thursday,
including one after a
buildup started by
Neymar.

Neymar injures right ankle
during Brazil’s World Cup win

Cheshmi’s late goal sends 
Iran to 2-0 win over Wales

Iran’s Rouzbeh Cheshmi, not seen, celebrates scoring the opening goal with
teammates during the World Cup group B soccer match between Wales and Iran,
at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan , Qatar, Friday.

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 25 (AP):

Richarlison scored two
goals, the second with a
spectacular acrobatic
kick, to help Brazil beat
Serbia 2-0 Friday at the
World Cup.

In the 73rd minute, the
striker used one touch to
get the ball up in the air
and then spun around
and got off the ground be-
fore knocking the ball
into the net with his right
foot.

Brazil had struggled to
get past the Serbian de-
fense until Richarlison
scored from close range
in the 62nd in a buildup
that started with Neymar.

Vin cius J nior assisted
on both goals.

Neymar, seeking his
first major title with
Brazil, stayed at 75 goals
for the national team, two
shy of Pel ‘s scoring

record. Brazil coach Tite
started with an attack-
minded squad that in-
cluded four forwards
Neymar, Vin cius J nior,
Raphinha and
Richarlison. Attacking
midfielder Lucas Paquet
played alongside
Casemiro, the lone defen-
sive midfielder.

But Serbia had several
players back and was able
to keep Brazil from creat-
ing many significant op-
portunities. Neymar tried
to control the pace but
struggled to find space up
front. He, Vin cius J nior
and Raphinha all squan-
dered chances early on.

Brazil’s best chance be-
fore Richarlison’s open-
ing goal had been a low
long-range shot by Alex
Sandro that hit the post in
the 60th. Neymar had his
best opportunities with a
free kick in the 50th and a

shot from near the penal-
ty spot in the 55th.

The 30-year-old Neymar
arrived to his third World
Cup as Brazil’s main at-
traction. He helped the
“Sele o” win the 2013
Confederations Cup and
its first Olympic gold
medal at the 2016 Rio de
Janeiro Games, but has
yet to win a major title
with the national team.

Brazil, trying to win its
first World Cup in two
decades, is unbeaten in its
last 20 opening games,
with 17 victories. It has
finished first in its group
in the last 10 World Cups.

In the other Group G
match, Switzerland de-
feated Cameroon 1-0.

Brazil and Serbia also
played in the group stage
in 2018, with Brazil also
winning 2-0 to reach the
next stage at Serbia’s ex-
pense.

Richarlison’s goals help
Brazil beat Serbia 2-0

Brazil’s forward #09 Richarlison (C) celebrates scoring his team’s second goal
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between Brazil and
Serbia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo controls
the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H
football match between Portugal and Ghana in Doha.

DDoohhaa,,  NNoovv  2255  ((AAPP))::

Cristiano Ronaldo closed
his eyes, took in a deep breath
and then made World Cup his-
tory. The Portugal striker
became the first male player
to score at five World Cups
with his 65th-minute penalty
in a 3-2 win over Ghana on
Thursday. Andre Ayew equal-
ized for Ghana eight minutes
later, but Joao Felix regained
the lead for Portugal in the
78th and Rafael Leao added a
third. Osman Bukari reduced
Ghana’s deficit in the 89th.

The 37-year-old Ronaldo
was looking to showcase his
talents to potential new clubs
after having his contract ter-
minated at Manchester
United this week. After wast-
ing two good chances in the
first half, he tumbled under a
challenge by Ghana defender
Mohammed Salisu to earn a
penalty. Wheeling away after
the ball struck the back of the

net, a smiling Ronaldo per-
formed his usual leap and
swivel in the air the crowd
roared his trademark “SI-
UUU” as he did the pirouette
before getting mobbed by
teammates. 

He has now scored in every
World Cup since his first in
2006 and has a record 118
international goals. It was a
wild finish to a slow-burner of
a World Cup match that ended
with Portugal defender Danilo
clearing the ball away from
near the line in the ninth
minute of stoppage time.
Ronaldo, who was sitting in
the dugout after being substi-
tuted, put his hand on his
head in relief.

Ronaldo, naturally, took
center stage at the start of his
fifth and likely last World Cup,
particularly after a fraught
buildup to the tournament in
which he gave an unautho-
rized, tell-all interview criti-
cizing Manchester United’s

manager, owners and team-
mates. On Tuesday, he split
with the English club, mean-
ing he is in the shop window in
Qatar. Another scoring record
adds to the luster of his
resume. 

A penalty against Iran in
2006 started his tally of World
Cup goals it is now up to eight
in 18 matches and he lifted
the ball beyond Ghana goal-
keeper Lawrence Ati with his
latest spot kick after a long,
theatrical buildup to the
penalty.

Bruno Fernandes arguably
played a more important role
in Portugal’s win, setting up
the team’s second and third
goals with perfectly weighted
through-balls. Still, Portugal’s
players almost threw it away
after losing their composure
in a chaotic final few minutes,
featuring the comical scene
of Bukari performing
Ronaldo’s “SI-UUU” celebra-
tion after his goal. 

Auckland, Nov 25 (PTI):

Indian bowlers crum-
bled in the face of Tom
Latham’s counter-attack-
ing hundred as New
Zealand rallied to crush
India by seven wickets in
the first ODI here on
Friday. On a ground where
a 300-plus total had been
chased only once, India
fancied their chances after
posting 306 for seven and
then leaving the New
Zealanders at 88 for three
in the 20th over.

The hosts had the last
laugh in the end though,
reaching the target with 17
balls to spare thanks to
Latham’s unbeaten 104-
ball 145 and skipper Kane
Williamson’s 94 not out off
98 deliveries as they added
221 runs for an unbeaten
fourth-wicket partnership.
At the end of the 39th over,
New Zealand needed 91 in

66 balls at nearly 8.30 runs
an over. By the time
Shardul Thakur (1/63) had
completed a forgettable
40th over, the hosts were in
total control of the game,
with Latham amassing 25
runs with the help of four
fours and a six. That over
swung the match firmly in
New Zealand’s favour as
the visitors struggled to

contain Latham who gal-
loped towards victory.
Latham’s belligerent in-
nings comprised as many
as 19 boundaries and five
sixes, while Williamson
hit seven fours and one
maximum. Tearaway
pacer Umran Malik (2/66)
made his presence felt on
debut with his thunder-
bolts after an impressive

show by the Indian bat-
ters, though the youngster
from Jammu proved to be
expensive. Coming off a
first-ball duck, Shreyas
Iyer found form with a
neat half-century before
Washington Sundar
blazed away to a 16-ball 37
to guide India to a compet-
itive total. Besides Iyer’s
76-ball 80, Shikhar
Dhawan (72 off 77 balls)
and Shubman Gill (50 off
65), too, struck fluent
fifties after the tourists
were sent in to bat.

Umran bagged his maid-
en ODI wicket when
Devon Conway went for an
expansive drive off a
quick delivery, only to get
an outside edge for
Rishabh Pant to complete
an easy catch. Daryl
Mitchell became Umran’s
second victim when he
slashed one towards deep
point.

Latham, Williamson power NZ to
win against India in series-opener

DDoohhaa,,  NNoovv  2255  ((AAPP))::  A chant has
been doing the rounds among
Saudi Arabia supporters and even
some from Brazil in the fan parks
and streets of Doha at the World
Cup. “Where is Messi? We broke
his eye!” they sing in Arabic,
using a slang expression meaning
to bring shame on a person.
Messi and his Argentina team are
being mocked after a humbling 2-
1 loss to Saudi Arabia that has left
their presence at the tournament
in big and completely unforeseen
danger. Argentina needs to
immediately bounce back against
Mexico on Saturday, otherwise
an embarrassing early exit
awaits. “We always said we were
going to look to win every game,”
Messi said, “and now more than
ever.” A compatriot indeed the
team’s former coach could mas-
termind the fatal blow to
Argentina. Gerardo Martino led
his native Argentina from 2014-
16, losing the Copa America
final in back-to-back years in
that time before quitting.

Messi, Argentina 
under pressure for Mexico

game at World Cup

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  NNoovv  2255  ((PPTTII)):: The
Indian men’s hockey team will
get another chance to reassess
its strength and weakness ahead
of the World Cup when it
squares off against world num-
ber one Australia in a five-match
series, starting here on
Saturday. It has always been a
herculean task for India to chal-
lenge the might of the
Australians, who are dominant
force in World hockey. It will be
the first time they meet since
Australia thrashed India 7-0 in
the CWG final in Birmingham.
World No.5 India will clearly

start as underdogs against the
Kookaburras though Graham
Reid’s team has been a force to
reckon with since winning a his-
toric bonze in the Tokyo
Olympics last year. India are
coming into the match after two
victories against New Zealand
and mixed results (1W, 1L)
against Spain in Bhubaneswar in
the fresh FIH Pro League season.
Both Spain and New Zealand are
lower-ranked sides — at eighth
and ninth respectively — and
facing Australia at home will be
an altogether different proposi-
tion for the Indian side. 

Indian men’s hockey
team faces Australia test

ahead of World Cup

BJP releases ‘Sankalp
Patra’ for Delhi MCD polls

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday released
the BJP's party manifesto
'Sankalp Patra' for Delhi
MCD polls which includes
bringing all services on-
line and 100 per cent
garbage processing.
Reading out the 12-point
manifesto, Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta said all serv-
ices of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) will be brought on-
line through a mobile ap-
plication within 100 days.

"Hundred per cent
garbage will be processed
through waste-to-energy
conversion for a green and
clean Delhi. Every slum
dweller will be provided
flats and 17,000 flats are

ready for allotment. The
BJP will also do away with
trade and health licenses,
and also abolish factory li-
censes," he said. Gupta
also announced that 50 'jan
rasois' run by women will
be opened in the city at Rs
5 per meal. "Free cycles
will be provided to merito-
rious girls in MCD schools
and all such schools will be

upgraded as smart schools
by 2027," he added. The saf-
fron party also promised to
construct 1,000 permanent
Chhath ghats in MCD
parks if it is voted back to
power in the civic body
polls. Addressing the
event, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said Delhi is
an important city, but the

AAP government's corrup-
tion has dented the image
of politicians in the coun-
try. "The AAP government
has failed to reply on sell-
ing of MCD tickets, mas-
sage received by its jailed
minister and excise policy
irregularities," he said.

The minister also ac-
cused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) of depriving
the municipal corpora-
tions of their due funds.
He alleged that the AAP
government's achieve-
ments are nothing except
publicity and advertise-
ments, adding that the
party has been exposed
and "people betrayed by it
will no longer be misled".
"... Delhiites will support
the BJP in the MCD polls,"
Goyal emphasised.
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Sanavad (MP), Nov 25 (PTI):

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Friday said Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot using the term
"Gaddar" (traitor) for
party colleague Sachin
Pilot was "unexpected".

The party needs both
the warring leaders, and
the crisis in the
Rajasthan unit will be re-
solved keeping in mind
the interests of the organ-
ization and not individu-
als, he added. Ramesh,
the Congress's media
head, was speaking dur-
ing Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra here.

Gehlot, in a TV inter-
view on Thursday, said
Pilot was a "Gaddar"

and cannot replace him
as Rajasthan CM, draw-
ing sharp response from
his former deputy who
said such "mud-sling-
ing" would not help.
Gehlot also alleged that
Pilot had rebelled
against the Congress in
2020 and tried to topple

the party's government
in Rajasthan.

"Gehlot is a senior and
experienced leader of the
Congress. But the term
used by him in an inter-
view (for Pilot) is unex-
pected and even I am sur-
prised," Ramesh said.

"The party needs both
Gehlot and Pilot. There
are some differences but
we are not running away
from this. The leadership
will find an appropriate
solution to the Rajasthan
issue, but it will be done
keeping in mind the
party organization and
not the individuals," he
further said.

Ramesh also described
Pilot as a "youthful, ener-
getic, popular and a
charismatic leader".

New Delhi/Ahmedabad, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has a lot of "hype"
but will remain a "margin-
al player" in the Gujarat
assembly elections,
Congress leader Milind
Deora said on Friday and
asserted that his party
would belie predictions to
spring a surprise in the
polls. Deora, who is a
Congress party observer
for the Gujarat polls, said
there is a "strong under-
current" of anti-incum-
bency against the BJP gov-
ernment in the state and
the Congress has opted for
a very localised campaign
that is different from the
2017 elections.

In an interview with

PTI, Deora said the Bharat
Jodo Yatra will have a pos-
itive impact on the polls
and though Rahul Gandhi
was busy with it, he would
make more visits to the
state for campaigning.

Asked about the low-key
campaign of the Congress

in the state, the former
Union minister said, "I
would not agree that we
are not putting our best ef-
fort. It is a very different
type of campaign from the
last time." In the 2017 polls,
there were issues such as
the Patidar agitation, de-
monetisation and the
Goods and Services Tax,
which led to public
demonstrations against
the government, he said.

This time, there is a
very "strong undercur-
rent" of anti-incumbency
against the state govern-
ment and the Congress is
carrying out a very lo-
calised, personalised and
orthodox campaign,
which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi alluded to,

Deora said. "The prime
minister himself told the
(BJP) workers that the
Congress has a very lo-
calised campaign. So, I
think the strategy is dif-
ferent, it is not something
as visible as last time be-
cause of the events pre-
ceding that election but
the party is on the ground,
exposing the government
and taking advantage of
anti-incumbency," he as-
serted.

On the entry of the
Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP
and if it will dent
Congress' chances in
Gujarat, Deora said the
AAP was also cutting into
the BJP's votes and so he
does not think that it was a
spoiler only for one party.

Double-engine govt to
get boost from civic body
representatives: Aditynath

Aligarh, Nov 25 (PTI):

Chief Minister Yogi
Aditynath asserted on
Friday that the "double-en-
gine" government in Uttar
Pradesh would get a boost
after the urban local bodies
get newly-elected represen-
tatives. Adityanath said the
"double-engine" govern-
ment heralded a new era of
development in the state
and the representatives of
the urban local bodies
would add to its efficacy.
The civic polls in the state
are due and can be held in
December or January.

Addressing a public con-
vention at the exhibition
ground in Aligarh,
Adityanath said the city
was a role model for the de-
velopment policies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The CM said success-
ful implementation of proj-

ects like the defence corri-
dor and smart city venture
reflected the government's
priority for industrial
growth. He said the previ-
ous state governments were
marked by "divisive poli-
tics" based on caste, region
and religion, but the cur-
rent dispensation was com-
mitted to work for all sec-
tions of society. Adityanath
said the "improved" law-
and-order situation in the
state proved that the state
was headed towards a new
era of industrial growth.

NCP mocks Shinde
for reportedly 

meeting astrologer

Mumbai, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Nationalist
Congress Party on Friday
ridiculed Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde for reportedly
meeting an astrologer and
said superstition would
not help him as his future
lay in the hands of his
deputy Devendra
Fadnavis.

Shinde's rebellion in
June had brought down
the Shiv Sena-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment, and he was sworn in
as chief minister with the
support of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, which has a

far higher number of leg-
islators than his faction.
As per reports, Shinde
went to meet an astrologer
to learn about his future
but the fact is his future
seems to lie in the hands of
Deputy Chief Minister
Fadnavis, said NCP na-
tional spokesperson Clyde
Crasto. "This is visible in
their behaviour in the past
few months since their
government was formed.
It is evident who is calling
the shots," Crasto said.

ISRO begins countdown for PSLV-C54 mission
Chennai, Nov 25 (PTI):

Scientists of the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) com-
menced the countdown on
Friday for the launch of
Earth Observation
Satellite - Oceansat - and
eight other customer satel-
lites on a PSLV-C54 rocket
from the spaceport of
Sriharikota on Saturday.

The 25.30-hour count-
down for the 56th flight of
the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV), in its ex-
tended version (PSLV-XL),
started at 10.26 AM today
for the lift-off scheduled at
11.56 AM on Saturday
from the first launchpad at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota, 115
km from here, a source
said.

The primary payload of

the rocket is an Oceansat
which would be separated
in orbit-1 while the eight
other nano-satellites
would be placed in differ-
ent orbits based on the
customer requirements
(in the Sun-synchronous
polar orbits).

Including the primary
payload, nine satellites
would ride piggy-back on
the 44.4-metre high PSLV-
C54 which has a lift-off
mass of 321 tonne. It is also
the 24th flight of the PSLV-
XL version.

The mission would be
one of the longest ones un-
dertaken by the ISRO sci-
entists who would engage
the rocket to change orbits
using two-orbit change
thrusters (OCTs) used in
the PSLV-C54 launch vehi-
cle. The separation of the
Earth Observation

Satellite is expected to take
place in orbit-1 while the
passenger payloads would

be separated in Orbit-2.
The Earth Observation

Satellite is expected to be

placed after reaching an
altitude of about 742 km
about 20 minutes after lift-
off.

After the primary satel-
lite separation, the vehicle
would be lowered to reach
an altitude of 516 km for
placing of the first passen-
ger satellite. The last pay-
load separation is expect-
ed to take place at an alti-
tude of 528 km, ISRO said.

The Earth Observation
Satellite-6 is the third-gen-
eration satellite in the
Oceansat series. This is to
provide continuity servic-
es of Oceansat-2 space-
craft with enhanced pay-
load specifications as well
as application areas. The
objective of the mission is
to ensure data continuity
of ocean colour and wind
vector data to sustain the
operational applications.

Centre directs NIA probe into Mangaluru
blast case: Karnataka Home Minister

Bengaluru, Nov 25 (PTI):

Karnataka Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra
on Friday said the Centre
has directed the National
Investigation Agency to
probe the Mangaluru blast
case. In a statement,
Jnanendra said the state
government had recom-
mended an NIA probe into
the cooker bomb blast in a
moving autorickshaw,
which the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs accepted
and ordered a probe by the
premier investigation
agency.

"With regard to the inci-
dent occurred within the
Kankanadi police station
limits, the state govern-
ment had taken a decision
to recommend an NIA

probe based on the evi-
dences and other informa-
tion collected during the
preliminary investigation,"
the Home Minister said in
his statement. In the order,
which Jnanendra's office
shared, the Under
Secretary in the Home
Ministry Vipul Alok said:

"The Central government
is of the opinion that a
scheduled offence under
the NIA Act, 2008, has been
committed and having re-
gard to the gravity of the of-
fence and its repercussions
on national security, it is re-
quired to be investigated by
the NIA in accordance with
the NIA Act, 2008."

"Now, therefore, in exer-
cise of the powers con-
ferred under sub-section (5)
of section 6 read with sec-
tion 8 of the NIA Act, 2008,
the Central government
hereby directs the NIA to
take up investigation of the
aforesaid case," the order
said. The explosion inside a
moving autorickshaw took
place on November 19,
which the police called an
act of terror.

West Bengal Legislative Assembly building on the day of the inauguration of the newly constructed platinum
jubilee memorial building at the Assembly, in Kolkata, Friday.

WEST BENGAL LA BUILDING

Security personnel keep vigil at Sangrama in Baramulla district, J & K, Friday, Nov. 25.

KEEPING VIGIL

Online services, 100% garbage processing promised

Araga Jnanendra

Yogi Aditynath

̈ Says his future
lies in Fadnavis’
hands

AAP lot of ‘hype’, will remain ‘marginal
player’ in Gujarat polls: Milind Deora

Milind Deora

‘Gehlot calling Pilot traitor ‘unexpected’,
crisis will be resolved by leadership’

Jairam Ramesh

J&K to see major boost
in business, tourism
investment: Officials

Srinagar (J&K), Nov 25
(PTI): The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
is working to boost busi-
ness investment and en-
hance income of the local
population by simplifying
rules and procedures, and
digitising records, senior
officials said.

The Union Territory,
since the abrogation of
Article 370 from the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2019, has re-
ceived investment propos-
als from various business
houses to the tune of
about Rs 56,000 crore while
sanctions have been grant-
ed to proposals worth Rs
38,000 crore, they said. The
work is already on for proj-
ects worth about Rs 12,000
crore, a top official of the
administration said.



Child found dead
HHaammiirrppuurr::  The body of a
two-year-old girl was
found in Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur town
on Friday morning, police
said. While the locals
claimed that the girl was
mauled by stray dogs, the
investigation into the
cause of death is still
underway, they said. The
body of the minor, who
was missing since
Thursday night, was found
near near a thatched hut,
they said, adding the vic-
tim’s family is a resident
of Bhagat Nagar in
Punjab’s Hoshiarpur.

Three boys drown
KKaatthhuuaa//JJaammmmuu:: Three
boys drowned while tak-
ing a bath in a river in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kathua district, officials
said. Pankaj Sharma,
Pankaj Kumar and
Sheetal Kumar, all resi-
dents of Billawer, were
swept away into the deep
waters of the Bhinni river
while bathing, they said.
Police launched a search
operation after they
received information
about the incident
from locals and fished

out the bodies from the
river, they said.

Dalit man thrashed
JJaaiippuurr::  A Dalit man was
allegedly beaten up and
forced to wear a garland
made of shoes by three
men on Friday in
Rajasthan’s Sirohi district,
police said. The accused
thrashed Bharat Kumar
Julawa and also recorded
a video of the act, Kotwali
Station Officer Rajendra
Singh Rajpurohit said.
They later uploaded the
video online. An FIR has
been filed against all
three under the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
Act, police said.

IED found 
RRaammbbaann//JJaammmmuu::  Police
found an improvised
explosive device (IED) in
a mini-bus that was car-
rying around 20 passen-
gers on the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
in Ramban district on
Friday, officials said. “We
received specific informa-
tion that a matador is car-
rying a suspicious object.
The vehicle was search
and a suspected object
was found at 12 pm,” SSP
Ramban Mohita Sharma
told reporters here. The
bus was intercepted at
the Nashri checkpoint.

AUTUMN ART EXHIBIT

Visitors look at the artwork during ‘The Autumn Art Exhibit’ by artist Deepa Soni,
at the Kashmir Government Arts Emporium in Srinagar, Friday.

Low27 14High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 18,512.75   
62,293.64   SENSEX

GOLD 52,494

SILVER 61,581

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Saturday, November 26,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

BRIEF

Bollywood actors Kriti Sanon
and Sophie Choudry pose for

photographs during 
promotion of ‘Bhediya’

movie in Mumbai, Friday.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said India was correcting
its past mistakes by cele-
brating its heritage and re-
membering its unsung
bravehearts who were lost
in the pages of history
written as part of a con-
spiracy during the colo-
nial era.

Addressing the 400th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of legendary Ahom
general Lachit
Barphukan, Modi said the
history of India was not
just about slavery but also
about its warriors and it
was important that the col-
lective sense of history
was not limited to a few
decades or centuries.

“The history of India is
not just about slavery. The
history of India is about
emerging victorious, it is
about the valour of count-
less greats. India’s history
is about standing against
tyranny with unprece-
dented valour and

courage,” he said.
The prime minister said

unfortunately even after
Independence, the history
that was written as part of
a conspiracy during the
colonial era continued to
be taught.

“After independence
there was a need to change

the agenda of foreigners
who made us slaves, but it
did not happen. The sto-
ries of fierce resistance to
tyranny in every part of
the country were wilfully
suppressed,” Modi said.

He said there were
countless stories of victo-
ry over tyranny during the

long period of repression.
“The mistake of not giv-

ing those events in the
mainstream is being recti-
fied now,” he said.

Modi also recalled how
Barphukan had kept na-
tional interest above blood
relations and did not hesi-
tate to punish his close rel-
ative.

“Lachit Barphukan’s
life inspires us to rise
above the dynasty and
think about the country.
He had said that no rela-
tionship is bigger than the
country,” he said.

Barphukan was the fa-
mous General of the Royal
Army of the Ahom
Kingdom of Assam who
defeated the Mughals and
successfully halted the
ever-expanding ambitions
of the Mughals under
Aurangzeb, Modi said.

The prime minister said
the unmatched bravery of
the land of Assam and the
northeast was evident as
they had repulsed the in-
vasions of Turks, Afghans
and Mughals.

Rectifying past mistakes 
by celebrating heroes: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Assam Governer
Jagdish Mukhi and Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma during the closing ceremony of the year-long
celebrations of the 400th birth anniversary of Lachit
Barphukan, in New Delhi, Friday.

SC upholds
HC bail to

Teltumbde
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed NIA’s plea
challenging the bail granted by
the Bombay High Court to
scholar-activist Anand
Teltumbde in the Elgar
Parishad-Maoist links case.   A
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice Hima
Kohli said it will not interfere
with the high court order
granting bail to Teltumbde.
“We will not interfere,” the
bench said.  “The petition is
dismissed. However, the obser-
vations contained in the
impugned judgement of the
high court shall not be treated
as conclusive final findings at
the trial,” the apex court noted. 
The high court had on
November 18 granted bail to
Teltumbde noting prima facie
the only case made out against
him relates to alleged associa-
tion with a terror group and the
support given to it, for which
the maximum punishment is 10
years in jail. It had also noted
there was no evidence to show
he was an active member of
the banned CPI (Maoist) or had
indulged in any terrorist act.
The high court had, however,
stayed its bail order for a week
so the National Investigation
Agency could appeal its order
in the Supreme Court. 

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Resisting the Supreme
Court’s attempt to revisit
the 2016 demonetisation
exercise, the government
said on Friday the court
cannot decide a matter
when no tangible relief
can be granted by way of
“putting the clock back”
and “unscrambling a
scrambled egg”.

The remarks by
Attorney General R
Venkataramani came
after the apex court asked
the Union government to
explain whether it con-
sulted the the Central
Board of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) before under-
taking demonetisation of
Rs 500 and Rs 1000 denomi-

nation notes in 2016. A
five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice S
A Nazeer is hearing a
batch of 58 petitions chal-
lenging the demonetisa-
tion exercise.

“The only submission
you have made is that
these are all economic is-
sues done by experts (so)
don’t touch it. What is
your opposition to the plea
of the other side? Tell us
what is your submission
to counter their submis-
sions. They said it is not in
conformity with section
26 (2) of the RBI Act.

“You are arguing that
the objectives set out have
been achieved. But, we
want you to address the al-
legation that the process

followed was flawed. Show
us the procedure was fol-
lowed or not,” the bench,
also comprising Justices
B R Gavai, A S Bopanna, V
Ramasubramanian, and B
V Nagarathna, said.

Section 26(2) of the RBI
Act says “On recommen-
dation of the Central
Board the Central
Government may, by noti-
fication in the Gazette of
India, declare that, with
effect from such date as
may be specified in the no-
tification, any series of
bank notes of any denomi-
nation shall cease to be
legal tender save at such
office or agency of the
Bank and to such extent
as may be specified in the
notification.”

Ahmedabad, Nov 25:

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday said
anti-social elements earli-
er indulged in violence in
Gujarat as the Congress
supported them, but after
the perpetrators were
“taught a lesson” in 2002,
they stopped such activi-
ties and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) estab-
lished “permanent peace”
in the state. Parts of
Gujarat had witnessed
large-scale violence in 2002
following the train burn-
ing incident at Godhra
railway station in
February that year.

Addressing a rally in
Mahudha town of Kheda
district in support of BJP

candidates ahead of the
next month’s Assembly
elections, Mr Shah al-
leged, “During the
Congress rule in Gujarat
(before 1995), communal
riots were rampant.
Congress used to incite
people of different com-
munities and castes to
fight against each other.
Through such riots,
Congress had strength-

ened its vote bank and did
injustice to a large section
of the society.” Mr Shah
claimed that Gujarat wit-
nessed riots in 2002 be-
cause perpetrators be-
came habitual of in-
dulging in violence due to
the prolonged support
they received from the
Congress.

“But after they were
taught a lesson in 2002,
these elements left that
path (of violence). They
refrained from indulging
in violence from 2002 till
2022. BJP has established
permanent peace in
Gujarat by taking strict ac-
tion against those who
used to indulge in commu-
nal violence,” the Union
minister said.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

The work on India’s
first night sky sanctuary
in Ladakh will be com-
pleted in over a month’s
time, Union minister
Jitendra Singh said on
Friday.

The night sky sanctu-
ary will attract tourists
from across the world
over to picturesque
Ladakh and also boost
astro-tourism in the re-
gion, he said during a
meeting with Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh, R K
Mathur, who had called on
him at North Block here.
“The work on India’s first-
ever night sky sanctuary,

being set up by CSIR
under Union Ministry of
Science & Technology, in
Ladakh’s Hanle is going

on in full swing and shall
be complete in over a
month’s time,” said
Singh, the Minister of

State for Personnel. It will
boost astro tourism in
India and will be one of
the world’s highest-locat-
ed sites for optical, infra-
red, and gamma-ray tele-
scopes, a statement issued
by the Personnel Ministry
said. Friday’s meeting
was a follow-up to the one
held between the two in
September this year,
when the Union Minister
had announced that the
setting up of India’s first-
ever “night sky sanctu-
ary” in Ladakh. The two
leaders also discussed a
wide range of develop-
ment related issues per-
taining to the Union
Territory, it said.

Nawada, Nov 25: In a
shocking incident that
has come to light from
Bihar’s Nawada district,
the panchayat allegedly
let off a rape accused
after ordering him to do
sit-ups as punishment,
police sources said. The
local police informed
that the accused was
from the same village as

the minor girl he alleged-
ly raped. Sources said
three days ago, a pan-
chayat was convened in
the matter and the pan-
chayat chief or
mukhiya, as the post is
called locally, sentenced
the accused youth to do
sit-ups five times as a
punishment for the al-
leged rape.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

India will get its first tilt-
ing trains by 2025-26 with
100 Vande Bharat trains
being manufactured using
this technology which en-
ables trains to maneuver
curves at higher speeds,
just as a motorbike on a
winding road, a senior offi-
cial said on Friday. He said
100 of the 400 Vande Bharat
trains to be manufactured
by 2025 will have this tech-
nology. “We will have tilt-
ing trains in the country.
We will tie up with a tech-

nology partner for this. We
will have this technology
in 100 Vande Bharat trains
over the next two to three
years,” the official noted.

Tilting trains have a
mechanism enabling high-
er speed on regular broad-
gauge tracks. They tilt
while negotiating a bend or
curve on the track. Such
trains are now operational
in 11 countries — Italy,
Portugal, Slovenia,
Finland, Russia, the Czech
Republic, the UK,
Switzerland, China,
Germany and Romania.
Explaining how such
trains work, an official said
as a train rounds a curve at
speed, it cause objects to
slide about.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255  ((PPTTII))::  The
vigilance directorate has rec-
ommended a probe by a “spe-
cialised agency” into an alleged
scam in the construction of
classrooms in Delhi government
schools, prompting the BJP to
demand the resignation of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Reacting to it, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
the BJP headquarters “writes a
script” and issues it to the
media. A report of the Delhi
government’s vigilance direc-
torate recommending the probe
into the “Rs 1,300-crore scam”
has been submitted to the chief
secretary, official sources said.
The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC), in a report
dated February 17, 2020, high-
lighted “glaring irregularities”

in the construction of over 2,400
classrooms in Delhi government
schools by the Public Works
Department (PWD). The com-
mission had sent the report to
the Delhi government’s vigi-
lance directorate seeking its
comments on the matter in
February 2020. “The directorate
however kept sitting on the
report for two-and-half years
until LG (Lieutenant Governor)
V K Saxena asked the chief sec-
retary to inquire into the delay
in August this year and submit a
report,” a source said. The vigi-
lance directorate has also rec-
ommended “fixing responsibili-
ties” of the officials concerned
of the Education Department
and PWD who were involved in
the “bungling” of nearly Rs
1,300 crore, the sources said.

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said India does not believe
in a world order where a
few are considered superi-
or to others and asserted
the country’s actions are
guided by the essence of
human equality and digni-
ty that is part of its an-
cient ethos. In his address
at the Indo-Pacific
Regional Dialogue (IPRD)
2022 held here, he also said
India has always seen se-
curity and prosperity as a
“collective pursuit” of the
entire humankind, in
which there is no possibili-
ty of “island security or
prosperity”. “It is my firm
belief that if security be-

comes a truly collective en-
terprise, then we can
think of creating a global
order that is beneficial for
all of us,” Singh said.

The defence minister
said now “we require to el-
evate the paradigm of col-
lective security” to a level
of shared interests and
shared security. “India be-
lieves in a multi-aligned

policy which is realised
through diverse engage-
ments through multiple
stakeholders so that views
and concerns of all can be
discussed and addressed
for prosperity for all,”
Singh said.

To talk of the security
paradigm, national securi-
ty should not be consid-
ered a zero-sum game and
“we should strive to create
a win-win situation for
all,” he said, adding, “we
should be guided by en-
lightened self-interest
which is sustainable and
resilient to shocks”.

The defence minister
also asserted that “a
strong, prosperous India
wouldn’t be built at cost of
others.

Suvendu meets
Mamata for the first

time after polls
Kolkata: In a first since
last year’s state elections,
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday held a
“courtesy meeting” with
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari at her
chamber in the state
Assembly, raising eye-
brows in political circles.

Later, during a discus-
sion on ‘Constitution Day’
in the House, the CM said
that she had at one point
adored him like a brother.

Adhikari and Banerjee
had been at loggerheads
since the end of 2020 when
he switched over to the
BJP from the TMC and de-
feated the TMC supremo
in Nandigram in the
Assembly polls.

Bihar panchayat lets off rape
accused after doing 5 sit-ups

Don’t put the clock back, govt tells SC
Court puts note ban under scanner

BJP taught a lesson in 2002,  
permanent peace in Gujarat: Amit Shah

India to get first tilting
trains by 2025-26: Rlys

 100 ‘Vande Bharat’
trains to use 
this technology

‘Probe Rs 1300-cr scam in building
classrooms of Delhi govt schools’

Work on India’s first-ever night sky sanctuary in
Ladakh will be over in month’s time: Jitendra Singh

India doesn’t believe in world order where few 
are considered superior to others: Rajnath Singh

Grand closing of exhibition ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’ at Durg University 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: It is a mat-
ter of pride to having been
able to successfully dis-
play the culture of
Chhattisgarh under one
pandal. This exhibition
will prove to be a mile-
stone for professors, stu-
dents, researchers and stu-
dents appearing in com-
petitive exams, stated
Professor MK Verma, Vice
Chancellor, Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technical University on
Friday. Dr Verma was ex-
pressing his views as the
chief guest at the conclud-

ing ceremony of the exhi-
bition organized by
Hemchand Yadav
University on the theme
"Hamar Chhattisgarh".
After inspecting the stalls
of 25 colleges affiliated to
the university, in the pres-
ence of about 1000 people,
Professor Verma said that
we should be proud of
Chhattisgarhi culture and
traditions.

The closing ceremony
started with the presenta-
tion of Chhattisgarh's
state song Arpa Pairi Dhar
and University's Kulgeet.
In the closing ceremony,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,

Dean, Student Welfare,
presented the complete de-
tails of the two-day exhibi-
tion. During the exhibi-
tion, Dr Sapna Sharma of

Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar Post
Graduate Autonomous
College, Durg, gave a in-
vite lecture on the topic

"India Mother of
Democracy". Everyone ap-
preciated this invited lec-
ture organized on the occa-
sion of Constitution Day.

In his speech at the clos-
ing ceremony, Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep gave
credit for the success of
the exhibition to all the

participants of the col-
lege. Kuldeep expected
similar cooperation from
the colleges in future also.
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice-
Chancellor of Durg
University expressed hap-
piness and said that every
stall displayed by the col-
leges is commendable.

Hemchand Yadav
University (Durg
University) will continue
to organise such creative
activities in future also.
Chief Guest Professor
MK Verma gave away
awards to the winners.
The participating colleges
of the exhibition focused

on the subject of Hamar
Chhattisgarh were award-
ed by the guests on the
basis of their quality.
Chief guest Professor
Verma visited the stalls of
each college and encour-
aged the participants by
asking questions.

A general knowledge
competition based on the
Constitution of India was
also organised during the
exhibition, which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all
the participants. At the
end of the programme,
Dr Prashant Srivastava
proposed the vote of
thanks.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2255:: Rajhara Iron Ore
Mine Group of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, under the aegis of CSR de-
partment organised a free medical
camp for villages of the Mines
group. A free health camp by the
Corporate Social Responsibility
Department in collaboration with
the Medical and Health Services
Department was organised on
November 24, 2022 at Mahamaya
Mines.

In continuation of the free peri-
odical health camps organised
regularly in 21 villages by the CSR
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant,
this initiative is now being started
in the area of Dalli Rajhara Iron
Ore Group. Under this, the first
camp was organised on November
24, 2022 at Mahamaya. The camp
began at 10:00 hrs and general

checkup, Diabetes checkup, BP
checkup were done and medicines
were given free of cost. 

During the camp, 179 persons
got themselves checked including
138 adults and 41 children. The
residents of 7 villages of
Mahamaya mines got benefitted
from this camp. Bhilai Steel Plant

has been providing free of cost
Medical and Health facilities to its
surrounding peripheral areas for a
long time. This camp will be held
periodically in these areas. The
objective of this camp is to provide
better medical facilities to the
people living in remote rural and
forest areas.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2255::  Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena had given instruc-
tions to work on model baadis to
promote organic farming in the dis-
trict and for easy availability of or-
ganic products to the people. In
these model baadis, vegetable crops
have been identified by the experts
according to the land. 

Collector visited Borenda and
Kesra of Patan block on Friday to in-
spect the work being done in these
model baadis. District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Dewangan was also
present. Okra crop was being plant-
ed in one and a half acres in Kesra.
He also saw the guava plantation.
The Collector said that five orchards
should be developed in every block.

He asked the officers that the fruits
and vegetables produced from these
baadis should be used in Anganwadi
centers, schools and health centers.
Along with this, vegetables would be
supplied to organic marts. Janpad
Panchayat Vice President Ashok
Sahu was also present.

The Collector also inspected the
Anganwadi center in Borenda. He
instructed the officers of the
Women and Child Development
Department to feed eggs and ba-
nanas for the nutrition of the chil-
dren. He said that such families
should be identified which consume

eggs. Only bananas will be fed in the
Anganwadi center. Eggs will be sent
to the homes of families which con-
sume eggs. 

He said that this information
should be collected by surveying the
families of the children coming to all
Anganwadis so that work can be
started in this direction at the earli-
est. The Collector also inspected the
Swami Atmanand School in
Ranitarai. He inspected the class XII.
The enrolled strength was 44 and 43
students were present. The
Collector praised the teachers for
good attendance. 

As it was a chemistry period, the
Collector asked the equation of a re-
action. When the children gave the
correct answer, the Collector appre-
ciated them. In view of the number
of students, the Collector also gave
instructions to construct an addi-
tional floor.

Collector visited the stadium in
Ranitarai. The work of the stadium
has been completed up to 60 per-
cent. The Collector gave instructions
for its construction within the time
limit. There is an arrangement for
both indoor and outdoor games. The
Collector was also instructed to pre-

pare infrastructure for weightlifting,
karate and lawn tennis etc. Along
with this, instructions were given to
prepare an action plan for their op-
eration and maintenance.

The Collector also saw livelihood
related activities in Kesra Gauthan.
He saw activities like poultry farming
and fisheries. Also saw the work of
crushing pulses and oil. He instructed
them to increase the capacity of the
hen shed. Dragon fruit plants have
also been planted here. He also gave
suggestions regarding its promotion.
The Collector also saw the unit for
making cow dung paint. The
Collector also directed to rear
Sahiwal and Gir cows, which give
good milk, so that the groups can
work in the direction of milk busi-
ness. The Collector also saw the work
of the Kauhi Lift Irrigation Scheme.
With the completion of this scheme,
the farmers of nearby villages will be
able to get water for irrigation. The
Collector instructed to complete this
work within the time limit.

NMDC senior women
Handball Team departs

for Andhra Pradesh

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: The 51st
Senior Women's National
Handball Tournament is
being organized by
Andhra Pradesh Handball
Association under the
aegis of Handball
Federation of India. The
tournament is being or-
ganized at SDR School in
Nandayal (Andhra
Pradesh) from November
26 to November 30, 2022. In

the said competition, a 17-
member team of NMDC
Chhattisgarh is participat-
ing. A 07-day special train-
ing camp for NMDC senior
women handball team was
organised at Handball
Complex, Sector-4, Bhilai
from November 18 to
November 24, 2022. The
players who participated
in the Handball camp were
coached by coach Vijay
Bahadur and Rajesh
Sarkar.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: On Friday,
a day-long range level
workshop was organized
at ICAI Building in Civic
Centre for the investiga-
tion officers of the police
department. Cops were de-
tailed about the scientific
ways of evidence collec-
tion during this workshop
which was organised
under the direction of
DGP Ashok Juneja and
IGP (Durg Range) Dr
Anand Chhabra.

SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Dr TL Chandra
(Joint Director, Raipur),
Dr Mohan Patel
(Scientific Officer, Durg
Range), Dr Sanchali
Padhye (Senior Scientific
Officer, Raipur), Dr
Sandeep Vaishnav (Senior
Scientific Officer, Raipur)

conducted the workshop
and spoke about different
aspects of Evidence
Collection with scientific
methods.

The workshop was in-
augurated by lighting the
lamp and welcoming the
subject experts. At the be-
ginning of the program,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
in his introductory
speech, said that the po-
lice officers have to collect
evidence from the scene of
crime. They must have
proper knowledge to col-
lect physical evidence, bi-
ological evidence, how to
produce the evidence in
the court of law, minute
details for collecting ex-
plosive evidence, narcotic
evidence, etc.

Appropriate collection
of evidence will help the
police in achieving a high-
er conviction rate and it
will create an atmosphere
of fear among the crimi-
nals. Through this work-
shop, teams will be pre-
pared at Police Station

level so that prompt ac-
tion could be taken and
evidence could be collect-
ed in a scientific manner
even in the absence of
Forensic Experts.

In the second phase of
the workshop, Dr TL
Chandra (Joint Director,
Administration and
MOC) explained in detail
about the method of in-
spection of crime scenes
and collection of physical

evidence. He also detailed
the evidence collection
kit.

Thereafter, Dr Mohan
Patel (Scientific Officer,
Durg Division) discussed
the precautions and pack-
aging, cataloguing in the
diary, DNA examination
and collection, witnesses
in explosive and narcotic
cases and the kit provided
to the police officers by
the Scientific Officer,

Durg Division. A detailed
discussion was held in
this regard and a demo
was also given.

In the third phase of the
workshop, Dr Sanchali
Padhye (Senior Scientific
Officer, Raipur) discussed
about the role of forensic
science in sexual assault
case and introduction and
practical demonstration
of the importance of DNA
SAECK kit. In the fourth
phase of the workshop,
feedback was taken by Dr
Sandeep Vaishnav, a sen-
ior scientific officer from
Raipur. He spoke about
the compilation of evi-
dence related to poisons,
chemicals and narcotics.

Evidence collection kits
which included Laser
Distance Unit, Laser Light
Pen, Direction Compass,
UV Light Fingerprint Kit,
Folding Scale, Rigid Photo
Type, Knife, etc were pro-
vided to the officers of all
the police stations of the
Durg range at the work-
shop. Glass cutter, magnet

pen type, file, gloves, blood
identification strip, cutter,
screwdriver, shoe cover, ev-
idence bag, sample con-
tainer and other state-of-
the-art equipment were
also provided.

The programme was
conducted by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu. He ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the senior scientific offi-
cers who explained the sci-
entific methods of evi-
dence collection which are
used by the Forensic
Science Laboratory and
Scene of Crime Unit.

More than 100 officers of
ranks including Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Inspector,
Investigation Officers from
Districts Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Kawardha,
Balod, Bemetara of Durg
range participated in the
workshop and learned
about the importance of
collecting evidence in a sci-
entific manner.

Valedictory Session of 
Certificate Programme organised

at St Thomas College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25:
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of St
Thomas College, com-
menced a 15-day
Certificate Programme on
"Mass Communication - A
Tool of Various
Dimensions" valedictory
session of this program
was held on November 24.

In this 15-day program,
various speakers inspired
the students with their
speeches and taught them
the art of doing some-
thing new. Apart from the

department, students
from other streams also
registered their participa-
tion in this program.
College Principal Dr MG
Roymon was present as
the chief guest of the clos-
ing ceremony.

The program was host-
ed by Kanishk Mishra, a
third-semester student of
the department. The pro-
gram was successfully or-
ganised under the guid-
ance of Dr Reema
Dewangan, HOD in charge
of the Journalism depart-
ment, and teachers of the
department, Amitabh
Sharma and Chhavi Kiran

Sahu. Principal MG
Roymon congratulated the
department for this certifi-
cate program and told how
this program was useful
for the students.

The Principal also
thanked the various
speakers present in the 15
days program. After that
Principal, Dr MG Roymon
presented certificates to
the students. Feedback on
the 15-day program was
given by all students of
the department. In the
end, an Extempore speech
competition was organ-
ized for all the participat-
ing students.

Diarrhoea outbreak: 54 
admitted to the hospitals 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 25: About 54
people from diarrhoea af-
fected areas of the city are
recuperating in nine hospi-
tals (private and govern-
ment) till Friday. On the
day, about 78 people sought
treatment in the OPDs.
Most of the patients are
from Vrinda Nagar, JP
Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara of Camp
area in Bhilai.

In view of the situation,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr JP Meshram
conducted discussion with
the dean of Shri Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College and formed a team
consisting of medicine spe-
cialist, paediatrician, com-
munity medicine specialist
and microbiologist. They
conducted inspections in
the entire area and gave
necessary guidelines to the
staff of UPHC
Baikunthdham.

On Friday, stool samples
were collected from
District Hospital Durg and
sent to Indian Institute of

Medical Sciences, Raipur
for examination. 60 ANMs
and 25 Mitanins surveyed
more than 2171 houses.
Adequate medicines were
stored in the infected areas
and an ambulance was
arranged to refer serious
patients to the higher cen-
tres. 543 ORS, 380 zinc
tablets and 8600 chlorine
tablets were distributed
and health education was
also given to the locals.

BMC is making sus-
tained efforts for the pre-

vention of the spread of di-
arrhoea in Vrinda Nagar,
JP Nagar, Shardapara and
New Santoshipara areas of
Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n .
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
visited the affected areas
and gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officers, em-
ployees and health work-
ers.

Initially, on the site in-
spection, it was revealed
that in Sunder Nagar, JP
Nagar, Adarsh Nagar,

Vrinda Nagar and
Santoshipara, drinking
water pipelines have been
laid parallel to the drains.
The residents of low pres-
sure areas are consuming
this water. Water is being
fetched by damaging/punc-
turing the pipeline, due to
which there is a possibility
of contamination of water
due to pipeline leakage.

The leakage of all such
pipelines is being repaired
after a thorough inspection
of the pipeline network. In

order to provide pure
drinking water, water
tankers have been
arranged in the affected
areas.

Along with the tankers,
plastic water tanks of 2000
liters capacity have been
installed in various affect-
ed areas. 26500 chlorine
tablets have been distrib-
uted so that people can use
pure drinking water and
the distribution work is
still going on. Health
camps are also organised
in the affected wards.
Samples of water from the
affected and nearby areas
are being tested daily and
according to its report,
drinking water is being
treated.

The team of BMC and
Health Department has
completed door-to-door sur-
veys to find the people hav-
ing symptoms of vomiting
and diarrhoea. Patients
needing treatment are
being admitted to the hos-
pital. People are being ad-
vised to boil water, filter it,
drink clean water, and eat
fresh and hot food.
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Cops detailed about scientific ways of evidence collection 
p Investigation officers

equipped with state-
of-the-art tools 

Model Baadis to supply organic vegetables to schools and Marts 
p Five orchards to 

be developed in
each block

Free periodical medical camp
organised at Mahamaya Mines



V-FIESTA

Variety of dance competitions and other programmes were oragnised as part of V-FIESTA- 2022-23 at Vivekanand

College here on Friday.

NIT Raipur organizes Women
Pakhwada 2022

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2255::
National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Raipur is
organizing Women Pakhwada
from 25th November to 10th
December 2022. NIT Raipur
delivered an online talk on 25th
November 2022, with the aim
of raising consciousness on the
occasion of “International Day
of Elimination of Violence
Against Women”. Dr. Varsha
Varwandkar, Educational
Psychologist & Career
Counselor was the Guest
Speaker, who is also an alum
of NIT Raipur. The event was
organized under the co-ordi-
nation of Dr. Deepmala
Sharma, Department of
Mathematics.

Dr. Varsha Varwandkar
discoursed on the topic “The
Social Psychology of Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace”. It focused
majorly on 3 acts, the first
The Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013. The
second, The Dowry

Prohibition Act of 1961 and
the last, the Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005. She gave
some invaluable suggestions
including a committee for
women rights in every firm
where more than 10 women
are working; and to raise
voice against anything wrong

by not hesitating to approach
higher authorities. She fur-
ther elaborated on the factors
such as loneliness, psycho-
logical vulnerability, job inse-
curity and lack of career-
related education, emphasiz-
ing why some women are
prone to workplace sexual
harrasment.

Delegation of Science College Alumni
Association meets Governor 

Raipur, Nov 25: A dele-
gation led by Anjay
Shukla, President,
Alumni Association of
Government Nagarjuna
Post Graduate College of
Science, Raipur called on
Governor Ms Anusaiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here
today. Shukla informed
the Governor that
Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions are being organized
on the occasion of com-
pletion of 75 years of
Science College.

About 10 thousand for-
mer students of the col-
lege will participate and
various cultural activi-
ties will also be organized
in a grand manner. The
delegation invited

Governor to attend the
function and asked her to
request the President of
the country, Mrs
Draupadi Murmu to at-
tend the function as the
chief guest. The
Governor expressed ap-
preciation for the comple-
tion of 75 glorious years
of the prestigious
Science College of the
state and appreciated the
efforts being made for the
grand celebration of
Diamond Jubilee. It is
worth mentioning that in
the last 75 years, many
students of Science
College have achieved
their special identity and
are giving excellent serv-
ices in various fields.

Legal awareness camps held

Raipur, Nov 25: Legal
awareness camps were
organized at various
places today by the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur.
Principal Judge of the
Family Court of Raipur
district Hemant Saraf,
was present in the legal
awareness camp organ-

ized at Krishna Public
School. He informed the
children about various
legal points related to the
Family Court. The
lifestyle adopted by many
people in the current en-
vironment was cited as a
major reason for the sep-
aration in the family.
Main reason for quarrels

between husband and
wife is lack of trust and
lack of respect for each
other, he said.

According to Saraf the
duty of parents should
not be limited to mar-
riage of their daughters;
rather their aim should
also be towards making
them financially empow-
ered by educating them.
A legal awareness pro-
gram was also organized
in the Law Faculty of
Chhattisgarh College.
Students were informed
about the fundamental
duties under the constitu-
tion, consumer law and
road safety.

Judge Mrs Vibha
Pandey, Registrar
Chhattisgarh State
Consumer Redressal
Commission Ms Uday
Laxmi Parmar, Mrs
Vinita Aggarwal, Head of
Department, Faculty of
Law, Chhattisgarh
College and S Madharia,
Psychiatrist, Brain and
Neuro Surgeon were
prominently present.

Illegal transportation of paddy being
monitored in border areas

Raipur, Nov 25: Strict
vigil is being maintained
in the border areas to pre-
vent illegal transportation
of paddy from other states
during ongoing paddy pro-
curement on support price
in the state. Officers and
employees have been de-
ployed at the check posts in
the border areas for check-
ing of goods carriers. As
many as 215 bags of paddy
have been seized during
the investigation in the
state’s border district
Korea. Collectors and dis-
trict level officers are con-

stantly monitoring the
arrangements in all those
areas by visiting the paddy
procurement centres.

Korea Collector on
Friday conducted a sur-
prise inspection of
Baikunthpur’s paddy pro-
curement center Salba.
Talking to the farmers
who came to sell paddy, the
collector took stock of the
arrangements available at
the procurement centre.
The collector took infor-
mation about the tokens is-
sued from the committee
manager and the purchas-

es made so far. Meanwhile,
the collector got the paddy
sacks bought from the
farmers there randomly
weighed in front of him, in
which excess weight came
out in the weighing of
some sacks. Giving strict
warnings, the Collector
gave instructions for im-
mediate improvement and
also made the farmers
aware.

The collector gave strict
instructions to the in-
charge of the procurement
center to buy paddy only
from the farmers.
Instructions were also
given to keep an eye on
middlemen. He instructed
the officials to ensure regu-
lar physical verification of
paddy stacking and gunny
bags maintenance in pro-
curement centres. The
team of officials in Koriya
district is keeping a strict
vigil on illegal storage and
transportation of paddy. In
separate action, 215 bags of
illegal paddy were seized
by the team of SDM
Baikunthpur on Friday.

District Magistrate authorised to issue adoption order

Raipur, Nov 25: Necessary
amendments  have been
made in the Juvenile
Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act
keeping in view the best in-
terest of the children. On
this basis, the new Adoption
Regulation 2022 has been
made by making important
amendments to simplify
and speed up the process. To
this end the District
Magistrate (District
Collector) has been autho-
rised to issue order of re-
sponsibility of adoption.
Earlier adoption was or-
dered by the court. Now all

the procedures of adoption
will be done at the district
level only as per the order of
the District Magistrate. The
role of District Child
Protection Unit has also
been made important in the
regulation. This informa-
tion was given today in the
state level orientation train-
ing workshop organized on
New Adoption Regulation
2022 at New Circuit House,
Civil Lines, capital Raipur.
The workshop was organ-
ized by Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
New Delhi, State Adoption
Resource Agency and
Women and Child
Development Department.

Chairperson of the State
Child Protection
Commission, Mrs
Tejkunwar Netam, repre-
sentative of Central
Adoption Authority,
Government of India,

Manish Tripathi and senior
officer Mrs Rupanshi
Pandey, Director of Women
and Child Development
Department, Mrs Divya
Mishra, State Coordinator
of Health Directorate, Dr
VR Bhagat and UNICEF
representative Abhishek
Singh attended the work-
shop.Adoption of children
is important andresponsi-
ble work, which should be
done with utmost sensitivi-
ty. said Mrs Kanwar, adding
that collectors have now
been given power to issue
adoption orders according
to new regulation. All the
adoption procedures should
be completed at the earliest,
so that secure the future of
the children, she said.
Expressing gratitude to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, she said that con-
crete arrangements have
been made for the safety

and care of children living
in institutions in
Chhattisgarh. Describing
the importance of proper
upbringing and education
for the children, she called
upon the teachers, parents
and citizens of the society
to give the right direction to
the future of the children.

According to CARA rep-
resentative Manish
Tripathi maximum develop-
ment of a child takes place
in the family only. The main
objective of Regulation
Adoption Act is to bring
children into the main-
stream of the society and
give them a family, he said.
Mrs. Rupanshi Pandey said
that to encourage adoption,
the month of November is
celebrated as Adoption
Month. Adoption
Regulation 2022 has been
implemented by making im-
portant amendments to sim-

plify the process of adop-
tion. In this, the role of
District Magistrate has
been strengthened. The re-
sponsibility of the District
Child Protection Officer has
been increased. Necessary
amendments have been
made in the Hindu
Adoption and Maintenance
Act 1956 (HAMA). A help
desk has also been set up to
solve the problems related
to adoption. Director Mrs.
Divya Mishra said that the
work of adoption is related
to sensitivity and affection,
so the scheme for such chil-
dren who do not have fami-
lies and who need care and
protection, has been named
Mission Vatsalya. She said
that sensitization of the col-
lectors is also necessary to
speed up the adoption of
children.

Chief Medical Officers
have an important role in
adoption, so they were also
included prominently in the
workshop. Medical exami-
nation report of the chil-
dren should be prepared
carefully. Family disintegra-
tion can be avoided if chil-
dren’s disability or illness is
known in advance.

Combined Graduate Level Examination (Tier-I) from 1 December
Raipur, Nov 25: Staff
Selection Commission is
going to conduct
Combined Graduate
Level (Tier-I) 2022 exami-
nation from December 1
to 3, December 5 to 9 and

December 12 to 13 (total
10 days) and Scientific
Assistant in IMD
Examination-2022 exam
from December 14 to 16 (3
days).The examinations
will be conducted at

Sarona Parthivi
Province Commercial
Complex, Sant Ravidas
Ward No. 70 Sarona, lo-
cated in Raipur city as
decided by the commis-
sion. To ensure the

smooth conduct of the
examination, Kedar
Patel, Assistant Director,
Skill Development
Department, has been
appointed as the nodal of-
ficer.

State’s share will be deposited
in ‘Separate Pension Fund’: CM

Raipur/Delhi, Nov  25:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today reiterated the state’s
demand of refund of NPS
amount, GST compensa-
tion and transferring of
the amounts collected as
‘additional levy’ from coal
block companies.

During the pre-budget
meeting held at
Manekshaw Centre in
Delhi, the chief minister
gave several proposals and
suggestions regarding the
General Budget 2023-24.
The meeting, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, was
attended by Finance
Ministers of other states.

Demanding refund of
NPS amount, the Chief
Minister said that the state
government has restored
old pension scheme in
Chhattisgarh for securing
the future of government
employees and their fami-

lies. He added that Rs
17240 crore deposited with
NSDL till March 31 should
be returned so that it can
be put in the General
Provident Fund of the em-
ployees.

Baghel further in-
formed the Union minis-
ter that the state govern-
ment’s share will be de-
posited in a separate pen-
sion fund, which will be
used to meet pensionary
obligations in future.
Along with this, it will be
invested in Government of
India and State
Government securities.

The Chief Minister said
that Chhattisgarh had re-
quested to continue the
system of GST compensa-
tion grant for the next five
years after June 2022, but
it was not increased. He
demanded an amount of
1875 crores for GST com-
pensation.

He also urged to trans-
fer the coal royalty
amount of Rs 4140 crore

to the state at the earliest.
At the same time, he re-

quested to release the
amount of 1288 crores
spent on central security
forces and 313 cr spent by
the state government on 4
special and Indian de-
fense forces deployed in
the state.

Referring that the year
2023 has also been de-
clared by the United
Nations as the
‘International Year of
Millet’, the chief minister
said that Kodo, Kutki and
Ragi (Millets) are mainly
cultivated in
Chhattisgarh and urged
the Center to declare min-
imum support price for
Kodo and Kutki crops to
promote Millets crops.

He also demanded set-
ting up of marketing cen-
ters on the lines of C-Mart
so that agriculture, handi-
crafts and minor forest
produce products could be
promoted.

The Chief Minister also

gave suggestions in the
meeting regarding revi-
sion of royalty rates of
major minerals, incentive
grants to states with bet-
ter financial manage-
ment, continuation of
special assistance
scheme, starting of
International Cargo
Terminal in Raipur, in-
crease in central schemes.

Discussion was also
held on the need for paddy
and gunny bags.

The Chief Minister said
that in the year 2022-23, a
target has been given to
supply 57 lakh metric
tonnes of Arva and 4 lakh
metric tonnes of par-
boiled rice in the central
pool and also requested
the Central Government
to increase the target of
procurement of par-
boiled rice  to 14 lakh met-
ric tonnes. Along with
this, he also demanded to
ensure availability of new
jute gunny bags to the
state.
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Important amend-
ments made in the
rules to simplify and
speed up the adoption
process

People should come
forward to give right
direction to the future
of children - Mrs Netam

Training workshop on
new adoption regula-
tion 2022 organized

And to be invested in
securities to increase
amount

CM Baghel reiterates
demand for NPS
amount, GST compensa-
tion in the pre-budget
meeting with FM in Delhi

Urges Centre to transfer
coal royalty amount of
4140 cr to the state soon

Demands MSP for Kodo-
Kutki millet

Raipur, Nov 25: The Zone-8 Town
Planning Department of Raipur
Municipal Corporation (RMC) today fined
Singhania Buildcon Group Rs 5000 for de-
facement of property. Singhania Buildcon
Group which is functioning in Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru Ward-2, Heerapur
Road, Kabir Nagar was found to display
advertisement banners and posters on
street poles. The action was taken under
direction of Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi.

Opportunity for employment
with skill training

Raipur, Nov 25: According to the instruc-
tions of Collector Dr. Sarveshwar Bhure,
employment cum skill fair will be organ-
ized in different places in the district in the
days to come under Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Gramin Koushal Yojana. This employment
skill fair will be completely free for the
youth. Detailed information will be given
about government self-employment orient-
ed schemes. Interview will also be conduct-
ed for employment in private establish-
ments. Counseling will also be done for free
training under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gramin Kaushal Yojana.

Singhania Buildcon
Group fined

LAYING OF ELECTRICAL CABLES

The work of underground laying of electrical cables has started in many parts of the
capital city to free if from large number of connections from a single electrical poles,
posing problems in smooth supply.

Hygiene is two third of health

Bacheli, Nov 25: The Life
skill team of DAV public
school organised a small
awareness activity on the
importance of hygiene in
our daily life -a self man-
agement strategy set up
for lifelong process last on
Tuesday. The young

champs from the primary
wings presented a short

skit on the importance of
hygiene in one’s daily rou-

tine. The students partici-
pated with zeal. The skit
took an exciting flight
when the pupils swayed in
few fun-rollicking per-
formance encompassing
deep rooted message on
hygiene.

Activity received spon-
taneous and resolute re-
sponse from the students.
They even ensured a regu-
lar pursuit of a healthy

lifestyle. The activity was
under the supervision of
Life skill team - Ligi
Nikhilesh, Sunil Laskar
and Mrs. Chinchu .

The activity ended with
a vote of thanks to re-
spected Principal and the
Principal in-charge along
with the supporting
teachers who enabled this
endeavour a successful
one.

BALCO culminates month-long 
celebration of World Quality Month

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  NNoovv  2255::  Bharat
Aluminium Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic alu-
minium producer and a sub-
sidiary of Vedanta Aluminium
observed World Quality Month
across its operations through
several awareness-building
activities for its employees,
business partners and commu-
nity members. The activities
aimed at enhancing their
awareness on the importance
of quality and enabling themto
become an active contributor
in building a sustainable quali-
ty culture.

The World Quality Month is
an annual occasion during
which organizations globally
reaffirm a quality-first
approach to their processes,
while also recognizing ongoing
efforts to adhere to this objec-
tive. Based on this year’s
theme ‘Quality Conscience:
Doing the Right Thing’, BALCO

organized a variety of initia-
tives such as Nukkad Natak,
slogan writing, poster making,
photography, poem writing
contests and conducting rallies
at the factory shopfloor to
ensure ground-level imple-
mentation of best quality prac-
tices. Apart from this, the
month-long quality awareness
campaign also extended to
school students, in order to
share with them the impor-
tance of ensuring quality in
every field and the ways to
achieve it. 

Speaking about BALCO’s
commitment towards main-
taining quality across its oper-
ations,  Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “Quality
is an important aspect of
everything we do, and is the
driving force of our journey to
operational excellence. We at
BALCO strive to improve the
quality of our processes and

our products by consistently
enabling our workforce to
implement quality practices at
benchmark levels. Through our
excellence-driven endeavors,
we aim to further enhance our
capability to create industry-
best products.”

As a result of BALCO’s con-
sistent efforts to build opera-
tional excellence, BALCO has
received the BIS license
(Bureau of Indian Standards –

Government of India) for seven
products namely Rolled
Products (Sheet, Plate-
Conductors & Plate-General
Engineering), Wire Rod, Alloy
Ingot, EC Ingot and Primary
Ingot. Committed to deliver
value to its customers, BALCO
has also developed an inhouse
cold PoDFA sampling and test-
ing facility. Porous Disk
Filtration Apparatus (PoDFA) is
a technology to identify the

type of inclusion (a body or
particle of distinct composition
embedded in metal) present in
the molten melt, so that tar-
geted efforts can be undertak-
en to improve quality of fin-
ished products by eliminating
inclusions. 

Testifying to the organiza-
tion’s dedicated efforts
towards quality enhancement,
BALCO has displayed exempla-
ry performance at different
chapter conventions on quality
concepts in the year 2022, with
29 teams from the company
taking part in different conven-
tions. Overall, 8 teams bagged
the Super Gold Award, 17
teams were conferred the Gold
award, and 4 teams received
the Silver award . Apart from
this, BALCO also bagged top
recognitions in Knowledge
Tests and Best Page Setting
Award at different chapter
conventions.

Village Gadamod got the gift
of various development works

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  2255::  Chief guest
Ashish Chhabra MLA Bemetara
participated in Sua dance, Raut
Nacha, Pandwani Chhattisgarhi
Folk Art Festival organized at
Gram Panchayat Godgiri.

First of all he garlanded the
rock paintings of Goddess
Saraswati and Chhattisgarh

Mahatari and lighted the tradi-
tional lamp.

Government Ayurvedic dis-
pensary building construction
work of Rs. 27 lakh and commu-
nity toilet building construction
work of Rs. 3.85 lakh in
Gadamod village was inaugurat-
ed and along with the approval
of cultural stage of Rs. 2.50 lakh
was given on the demand of the
villagers.

On this occasion, MLA Ashish
Chhabra while addressing the
villagers said that with the aim
of saving the Chhattisgarhi tra-
dition and culture, Sua dance,
Pandwani Chhattisgarhi folk art
festival was organized by young
friends in village Godgiri, in
which Suva dance, Raut dance.
Various Chhattisgarhi programs
were organized including Karma
Dadaria, Pandwani, the rich cul-
tural tradition of Chhattisgarh
has been going on for centuries,
it is the responsibility of all of us
to save the tradition of
Chhattisgarhi culture. 

Sua dance and Folk Art
Festival is such a way to keep
the tradition and culture of

Chhattisgarh alive. Festival is a
medium, folk dance in
Chhattisgarhi folk art is a beau-
tiful tableau of the life of
Chhattisgarh, hundreds of miles
away from anger, hatred, ten-
sion, pain, the folk dance sym-
bolizing the freedom and ecsta-
sy of common life is the decora-
tion of the soil here, the folk
dance of Chhattisgarh Sua ,
Karma, Panthi dance, Raut
dance, Gedi dance, Parab
dance, Dussehra etc.,
Chhattisgarh’s folk dance has
the essence of folk art here. It is
synonymous with the tradition
of human life with enthusiasm -
enthusiasm, all social, religious
and these are the main expres-
sions of the people of
Chhattisgarh to express their
feelings on various occasions,
the dance tradition of
Chhattisgarh is infinite and lim-
itless. In the inauguration cere-
mony of Kisan Kutir Bhawan
organized in Mavalibhatha, the
chief guest, Ashish Chhabra,
MLA Bemetara, participated.
Ribbon cutting was dedicated to
Kisan Kutir farmers, on this
occasion Rajendra Sahu,
President, DCCB, Durg, Heera
Devlal Verma, President, Janpad
Panchayat Berla, Lukesh Verma
President BCC Bemetara,
Mithlesh Verma V-P District
Panchayat Bemetara, Dulari
Verma President Service Co-op
Society Mavalibhatha, Netram
Nishad President Silghat,
Bhikham Sahu, Rajesh Dubey
President Berla, Ishwar Sinha
President Sodh,  and others
were present.

Career Guidance: Opportunities for higher education

in the field of Education, Health and Livelihood

Raipur, Nov 25: Under
the joint aegis of Career
Guidance and Placement
Cell and I.Q.A.C. a lecture
was organised to provide
guidance for career.
Principal Dr. Kiran
Gajpal inspired the girl
students to understand
and move towards the
new dimensions of edu-
cation and future.
I.Q.A.C. In-charge Dr.
Ushakiran Agarwal high-
lighted the importance of
personality development

in career building to the
girl students.

In-charge of Career
Counseling Cell, Dr. Vasu
Verma explained the im-
portance of skills in fu-
ture building. Azim
Premji Foundation and
Azim Premji University
are working in the field of
education, health and
livelihood. He informed
that courses of Master in
Development Education,
Master of Public Health,
Master in Law are being

conducted in Azim
Premji University.
Students studying here
whose annual income is
less than two lakhs get
100% scholarship, place-
ments are also given to
the children. Mr.
Purushottam Singh and
Tabassum from Azim
Premji Foundation gave
information about vari-
ous courses conducted by
their foundation and an-
swered the questions of
the girl students. The pro-
gram was coordinated by
Dr. Gautami Bhatpahari.
On this occasion Dr.
Kalyan Ravi, Dr. Alka
Verma, Dr. Rekha Dewan,
Dr. Rama Sarojini, Dr.
Ragini Pandey, Dr.
Kalpana Mishra, Dr. Ritu
Marwah and a large num-
ber of undergraduate
and postgraduate stu-
dents from all the facul-
ties were present.

District Hospital will relatively soon
expand with a CT scanner facility

Dhamtari, Nov 25: The
district hospital will
shortly be expanded with
a CT scan setup. Patients
can therefore have their
tests performed at the
hospital itself. Today at
9.00 a.m. Collector Mr. P S
Alma examined the dis-
trict hospital and viewed
the site fixed for the setup
of the CT scan, giving the
required directions to the
civil surgeon cum hospi-
tal director.

Mr. Alma visited the
district hospital this
morning and examined
the new ward. Actually,
the CT scan will be in-

stalled in the new ward’s
paying room. During this
time, the Collector direct-
ed the relevant agency to
complete the setup as
soon as possible. It is
worth noting that a CT
scan machine with new
technology will be in-

stalled in the district hos-
pital which costs about
three and a half crore ru-
pees. On this occasion,
hospital superintendent
Dr. AK Tondar, Mr.
Thapa, along with other
hospital staff were pres-
ent.

Hira Group Corporate Cricket
tourney to start from today

Raipur, Nov 25: The Suresh
Agrawal Memorial Hira
Group Corporate Cricket
Tournament 2022-23(Season-
13) will be startingfrom
26thNovember, 2022 at Hira
Sports ground Opposite
Ram Vatika- VIP Road near
Fundhar.

In an official announce-
ment, President of Hira
Sports and Cultural
Association Vinod Pillai
inviting the sports lovers of
the city said that total 24
teams will be participating
in the League matches, and
the very first match shall be
played between GPIL and
HDFC Bankat 5.30 PM fol-
lowed by Opening
Ceremony of the
Tournament on 26thand
continuously till 14th of
December, total 67 matches
shall be played.

The league matches shall
be of 12 overs, pre quarter

and quarter final matches
shall be of 15 overs last but
not the least semi final +
final matches shall be of 20
overs. The winning team
shall be rewarded with a
cash prize of 1,51,000/- and
runners up shall be getting
75,000/-. Even all the win-
ning teams, Man of the
matches and Man of the
tournament shall be re-
warded with trophies and
other many prizes.

Two matches will be
played on the very first day
while the remaining tourna-
ment will witness 4 matches
each day. The leading corpo-
rate houses and financial in-
stitutions viz. Jindal Steel,
Hira Group, Sarda Energy,
BOB, Indian Bank, HDFC,
Axis Bank, Niros Ispat
Jaika Automobiles,
Indusind Bank and many
more are participating in
the prestigious tournament.

HNLU conclave on constitution day today
Raipur, Nov 25:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU), a
premier law university in
the country will be organ-
izing the  ‘Conclave on
Constitution Day’ on
November 26 to commem-
orate the National Law
Day at its Raipur campus.

The Conclave will be
graced by Prof. (Dr.)Ranbir
Singh, Pro Chancellor of
IILM University and for-
mer Vice Chancellor of
NLU Delhi & NALSAR as
the Chief Guest. Prof.(Dr.)
Venkat Rao, former Vice
Chancellor of National
Law School of India,
University will be the
Guest of honour. The
Conclave will be addressed
by Prof.Uday Shankar,

Registrar , Prof. Deepak
Srivastav, Dean of UG,
Prof. Vishnu, Dean of
Research  of HNLU and
Dr.Jelis Subhan, Dean of
School of Law of ITM
University. The School of
Law at ITM and Kalinga
University are partnering
the conclave.

Speaking about the con-
clave Prof. V.C.
Vivekandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU re-
marked that, “It is impor-
tant to celebrate the
National Law Day affirm-
ing our faith in our consti-
tution which has steered
our governance for the
past seven decades and
will guide us in the com-
ing days. More than cere-
monial in nature this day

also is dedicated for seri-
ous introspection of its
strength and challenges by
way of deliberation by ex-
perts in constitution.”

The conclave will delib-
erate on the interface of
Constitution with the
International Law, Legal
Education, comparative
perspectives and related
themes.

A Book titled -The
Journey of Seven Decades
– Constitutional Discourse
at Cross Roads published
by HNLU Press, the publi-
cation division of HNLU
will be released in the con-
clave. The event will also
release  the first newslet-
ter of the HNLU Alumni
Association- ‘ALUMNI
CONNECT’.

IIM Raipur signs MoU with 
Digital Health Academy 

Raipur/ New Delhi, Nov
25: The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur,
one of the premium man-
agement institutes in
India, signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Digital Health
Academy (an SBU of
Digital Health Associates
Pvt Ltd.), to start the first-
of-its-kind online course
on Digital Health.

Digital Health Academy
was founded by Dr.
Rajendra Pratap Gupta,
who is amongst the top
policymakers and the per-
son behind many path-
breaking reforms in the
National Education Policy
2020. He is also the chair-
man of the Dynamic
Coalition on Digital
Health at the Internet
Governance Forum,
United Nations.

Ideated in 2020 by
Digital Health Academy,
CDHP is the result of two
years of research, brain-
storming, and extensive
consultation with around
54 global leaders. The

academy will have the
world’s foremost leaders
and pioneers as faculty.

The Certified Digital
Health Professional
(CDHP) Course will be a
year-long, completely on-
line course specifically de-
signed for healthcare and
management profession-
als. The CDHP course is
designed for Physicians,
Allied Healthcare
Professionals, and profes-
sionals in healthcare ad-
ministration and life sci-
ences. The aim of this
course is to enhance the
competence level with re-
gard to the use of digital
tools across the continu-
um of care.

Healthcare is at the cusp
of a major technological

revolution; Digitalization
of healthcare is the next
big thing in the healthcare
industry. One major chal-
lenge remains the training
of clinicians, paramedics,
and support staff in digi-
tal health. These profes-
sionals are in full-time
jobs with no possibility of
upskilling in terms of dig-
ital literacy; hence the one-
year, self-paced course will
give them an opportunity
to learn from the experi-
ence of the global leaders
on the latest digital ad-
vancement in healthcare.

Through CDHP course,
Digital Health Academy
wants to bridge the gap be-
tween the healthcare pro-
fessional & application-
oriented Digital Health.

Segregated into three lev-
els: Basic, Advanced and
Professional. The course
will cover the theoretical
and practical implementa-
tion of digital health tech-
nologies.

Apart from getting ac-
cess to many offerings
from the digital health
ecosystem, at Digital
Health Academy, the stu-
dents will be entitled to
join the global alumni of
health professionals and
become a part of the im-
pact-full Digital Health
Professionals network
across the globe.

On this occasion, Dr.
Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM- Raipur said
‘I am excited at the
prospect of IIM-Raipur
joining hands with the
Digital Health Academy
for offering courses in
Digital Health. This is a
great opportunity for us to
have our presence and con-
tribute. Digital Health is
the future of healthcare,
and this association with
Digital Health Academy
will be our entry into pro-
viding courses globally’.

Speaking on occasion,
Dr. Rajendra Pratap Gupta
said ‘Under Prime

Minister Modi’s leader-
ship , India has become a
world leader in Digital
Health, and we will need to
be a global leader for ca-
pacity building in Digital
Health to achieve the vi-
sion set by the Prime
Minister and Digital
Health Academy aims to
become the world’s fore-
most institution in prepar-
ing the leaders for Digital
Health. This association
with IIM- Raipur aligns
with the vision set forth in
the NEP 2020 and we are
truly excited about this as-
sociation. In 2023, the acad-
emy will launch more pro-
grams in Digital Health’.
Sharing a common pur-
pose of training health-
care professionals in digi-
tal health, IIM Raipur will
bring knowledge of differ-
ent managerial functions
to the course curriculum
and educate the profes-
sionals to make efficient
use of all the resources at
hand in the healthcare sec-
tor. It will also help them
get familiar with the mod-
ern digital infrastructure
and help them use digital
healthcare technologies in
regular practice at differ-
ent scales.
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Setup work will start
soon

Collector  Alma issued
the appropriate orders.

It is an SBU of Digital
Health Associates Pvt Ltd

An awareness activity
held DAV Public School

Kuldeep Kaur Arora
Raipur: Kuldeep Kaur
Arora, R/o Devendra Nagar,

Sector-5 E-18,
breathed her
last here on
Friday. The
final rites were
performed at
D e v e n d r a

Nagar Crematorium. She
was mother of Manjit Singh
Arora and Ranjit Singh
Arora and elder sister of
Sardar Diler Singh Hora,
Gurucharan Singh Hora,
Preetpal Singh Hora.

OBITUARY



Awareness campaign on human
trafficking organized 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Nov 25: An
awareness programme
was organised for people
involved in crimes like
human trafficking, vio-
lence, deception or coer-
cion, harboring people or
taking them to a position
of exploitation by coerc-
ing and coercing people
to work against their will
in Konta town of Sukma 
district.

A team of Red Rope
Movement youths
reached Kota from

Vijayawada in Andhra
Pradesh's border to give a
message of awareness
against narcotics and
shared many informa-
tion regarding awareness
to the students of Swami
Atmanand English,
Hindi Medium School,

Konta today.
During this, BEO

Konta S.K. Deep,
Principal B. L. Orsa,
Principal T. Srinivasa
Vasu , local private Dr.
Xavier, Mrs. Xavier and
students and teachers of
classes IX to XII were

present. This team also
gave information to the
students of Girls Higher
Secondary School Konta,
Eklavya Vidyalaya Konta
and Pota Cabin Konta by
connecting them with
their campaign.

This team consisting of
16 students from different
colleges of Andhra
Pradesh left Vijayawada
in Andhra Pradesh and
reached Konta, Kristila,
who is leading the team,
told that in 15 days, travel-
ing a total of 2100 kms in
16 districts of
Chhattisgarh, creating
awareness among the stu-
dents. Message will be
given.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Nov 25: The
central government of
BJP is trying to reduce the
problem of unemploy-
ment in the country and
provide employment to
the youth on a continuous
base. The above were said
by Chandulal Sahu, two-
time MP of Mahasamund
Lok Sabha constituency
and MLA of Rajim
Vidhansabha.

Through video confer-
encing employment was
given to 71 thousand newly
appointed youths at 45
places across the country
under the employment
fair for 10 lakh appoint-

ments in the Government
of India by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
which is exemplarily posi-
tive, he said.

Mr. Sahu said that this
policy of the Center will

give special benefits to
women, disabled people
and unemployed people of
aspirational districts and
with the availability of
these jobs, the determina-
tion of nation building
will be strengthened by
the energetic thinking and
skills of the selected
youth.

The former MP also said
that the central govern-
ment of BJP is making
constant efforts to provide
new opportunities to the
youth power of the coun-
try so that the youth can
get a proper platform to
show their talent as well as
contribute in building a
developed India.

Central Chronicle News

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  2255::  In the
case-payment of wages pend-
ing of MNREGA workers since
last 6 months, is taking a boil,
with workers planning to agi-
tate with the support of BJP
leaders, here in the region. As
per information, in about 84
panchayats of the development
block, under the Mahatma
Gandhi Employment
Guarantee, the district adminis-
tration has not paid the wages
for the work done by the labor-
ers, therefore under the leader-
ship of BJP, a systematic move-
ment has started among the
workers and as part of the pre-
proposed picketing, the work-
ers along with the BJP leaders
staged a picketing in front of
Gram Panchayat Ghusera. 

District Panchayat CEO Divya
Thakur, Tehsildar Raju Netam,
MNREGA Program Officer Vijay

Pratap Singh and a team of offi-
cers and employees discussed
with the laborers and on the de-
mand of the agitators, the
District Panchayat CEO has said
to take action against the guilty
officers and employees. BJP
leaders and workers including
former MLA Ramji Bharti and
many sarpanch's of the devel-
opment block are supporting
the farmers. The labourers have
alleged that within 15 days, if
action is not taken on the pay-
ment and the guilty officer em-
ployee as per the rules, then we
will protest in front of the
District Panchayat and the
MLA's residence. Sarpanch
Pitambar Sinha, Sarpanch
Hemlal Verma, Jasbir Chauhan,
Kamal Nirmalkar, Mrs. Chhatri
Verma, Tameshwar Sahu,
Kachru Sahu, Jain Meshram,
Mahendra Vaishnav and a large
number of MNREGA workers
and villagers were present.

‘Chh’garhia Olympics has
increased traditional sports’
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Nov 25: District
level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was inaugurated
at Priyadarshini Indira
Stadium located in TP
Nagar of Korba city under
the chief hospitality of
Mayor Rajkishore Prasad
and District Collector
Sanjeev Jha. Duo inaugu-
rated the district level
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
by competing in 'gilli danda'
and tug-of-war games.

On this occasion the
Mayor said that, on the ini-
tiative of the Chief
Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel,
Chhattisgarh Olympics
have been started for the
first time in the state to in-
crease awareness and inter-
est in the traditional sports
of Chhattisgarh. This has
also created enthusiasm
among the people towards
their traditional sports and

club, zone, cluster and
block level players are par-
ticipating in the district
level event in the district,
he said. Municipal
Corporation Chairman
Shyamsundar Soni,
District Panchayat CEO
Nutan Kanwar, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, SDM Korba Seema
Patre along with District

Administration, Municipal
Corporation Officers,
Municipal Councilors and
other officials were pres-
ent. Here it takes a mention
that, under the district
level sports meet partici-
pants of different age
groups will participate till
November 26 and in 14 dis-
ciplines, 8 sports will be or-
ganized at team level and 6
sports at single level.

ECoR GM inspects Bhubaneswar railway station
Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Nov 25:
East Coast Railway
General Manager Roop
Narayan Sunkar on
Wednesday inspected the
Bhubaneswar Railway sta-
tion and had Window
Trailing inspection from
Bhubaneswar to Talcher
via Angul and reviewed the
various Works.

Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister of Railways is
giving special focus to
Odisha and the various
projects works going in
Odisha has been under his
constant supervision and
priority.

In line with the instruc-
tions of the Railway
Minister Sunkar on
Wednesday inspected the
Bhubaneswar railway sta-
tion circulating area, reser-
vation counters, various
passenger amenities at the
station and platform. The

General Manager also re-
viewed the proposed new
station building designs
and took stock of the

progress. He also had the
Window Trailing inspec-
tion from Bhubaneswar to
Talcher via Angul and var-

ious sidings on the way
and at Talcher area.
During the inspection he
received Memorandum's

submitted by various
Public Associations and
assured them of speedy re-
dressal of the grievances.

During the course of in-
spection, the General
Manager emphasised
upon the need and signifi-
cance of facilities provid-
ed to the esteemed passen-
gers. He also advised offi-
cials to focus for the
speedy completion of vari-
ous project works. The pri-
mary focus is on develop-
ment of circulating areas,
concourse, platforms,
lightings, waiting rooms,
toilets, elevators, etc.,
which are much needed
for the comfort of passen-
gers.

During the inspection
General Manager was ac-
companied by Rinkesh
Roy, Divisional Railway
Manager Khurda Road
and other Senior officials
from Head Quarter and
Khurda Road Division.
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p At Swami Atmanand
School Konta

Performs window training inspection between Bhubaneswar and Talcher

Public redressal conducted
through weekly Jandarshan

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 25: District
Collector Saurabh Kumar
met a large number of peo-
ple in the weekly public
meeting here and many
cases were resolved imme-
diately, while registering
some serious cases in the
TL register, the officers
were instructed to redress
them within the time-limit
and submit the report.

The Collector himself
asked the concerned offi-
cers to resolve serious ap-
plications by WhatsApp
and he availed ration cards
of 13 extremely needy and
poor families. The resi-
dents of Shanti Nagar
ward of Uslapur met the
collector and demanded
lying of pipeline and con-
struction of drain under
the tap water scheme.

Virendra Kumar Tiwari
of village Bhelnadih plead-

ed for the compensation
amount for the house that
was demolished under
National Highway No. 130
and Village Pendari Mr.
Nandkumar Sharma ap-
plied for the compensation
amount for the acquired
land for the extension of
National Highway No.

130A. Keeping the matter in
TL, the Collector instructed
SDM Kota to investigate.

Manohar Singh Raj,
President of District
Panchayat Kota, gave an ap-
plication to get tube mining
done in Sewa Sahakari
Samiti Chapora of Kota de-
velopment block, for which

the Collector handed over
the matter to the Executive
Engineer of PHE. Many
such cases were addressed
in the Jandarshan, for
which the Collector in-
structed SDM Bilaspur to
take action under the
Senior Citizen
Maintenance Scheme.

Collector chairs weekly 
time-limit  meeting 

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Nov 25: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh reviewed the
work of preparing caste
certificates in schools in
the weekly deadline
meeting here and gave
instructions to the
District Education
Officer and all the SDMs
to complete 100 percent
of the target set within
the time limit as per the
instructions of the gov-
ernment.

Similarly, he also in-
structed to activate the
Krishi Sakhi and Pashu
Sakhi didis working in
the villages so that they
can make people aware
about it. While reviewing
the Godhan Nyaya
Yojana in the meeting,
Collector Mr. Langeh
gave detailed guidelines

to the concerned officials
on the purchase of cow
dung under the Godhan
Nyay Yojana, vermicom-
post manufacturing and
smooth operation of ver-
micompost sale. He said
that the Rural

Agriculture Extension
Officers should visit
Gauthans on a regular
basis and provide re-
training to the women
groups engaged in vermi-
compost manufacturing.

He also instructed the

nodal officers for contin-
uous monitoring. CEO
District Panchayat
Namrata Jain, Joint
Collector  Anil Sidar, all
SDMs and district level
officers were present in
the meeting.

ChandulalSahu

Central BJP govt 
engaged in providing
employment: Sahu Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Nov 25: Heavy
blasting and illegal quar-
rying of limestone mines
and crushers are in full
swing in village Nardaha
Pacheda Bahna Kaadi
Akoli de Khapri, Temple
Hasaud Donde Khurd
Dondekala Dhansuli, etc.
of Block Arang and
Kamal Bandhe, Raipur
Rural District President
of Rashtriya Mazdoor
Congress INTUC has con-
demned the act, asking
for ban.

He also said that the
rules of the government
are being ignored by the
mine owners in collusion
with the departmental of-
ficers, and due to no ac-
tion, the spirits of the

mine and crusher owners
are high, and the whole
area is in the grip of pol-
lution.Mr. Bandhe further
said that an application
has been received by the
villagers demanding ac-
tion in writing and hun-

dreds of INTUC workers
are going to the village
and conducting a signa-
ture campaign and a
memorandum will be
handed over to Collector
Raipur demanding action
and after informing Chief
Secretary along with
Minister of Industry,
Labor and Environment.

District General
Secretary Rajkumar
Kurre District Vice
President Sunil Verma
District General
Secretary Mahesh
Gilhari District Secretary
Premlal Kosaria Block
Vice President Vishwa
Ram Sahu Block General
Secretary Hemlal Verma
Block Vice President
Dilip Vishwakarma and
others were present.

Stop heavy blasting and
illegal mining: Bandhe

Workers on the path of agitation
regarding wage payment

Kamal-Bandhe
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More than 100 shops gutted in fire at wholesale
market in Delhi’s Chandni Chowk

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Around 100 shops were
gutted in a massive fire in
the wholesale market of
Bhagirath Palace area in
Chandni Chowk here even
as the cooling operations are
currently underway, police
said on Friday. No injuries
have been reported so far,
they said.

Five major buildings got
affected during the fire-
fighting operations out of
which three collapsed, they
said.

According to the fire de-
partment, a call about the
blaze was received at 9.19
pm on Thursday and 40 fire

tenders were rushed to the
spot. At present, 22 fire ten-
ders are engaged in the cool-
ing process as the fire has

been brought under control
after more than 12 hours, a
fire department official said.
The fire broke out in a shop

in Mahalaxmi Market and
soon spread to adjacent
ones, all dealing in electrical
appliances, officials said.
White smoke billowed high
in the sky as the toxic stench
of burning plastic and rub-
ber polluted the air. Director
of Delhi Fire Service Atul
Garg told PTI, “Fire is under
control. Now, 22 fire tenders
are working on cooling oper-
ations. The cause of the fire
is not yet known.” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(North) Sagar Singh Kalsi
said as soon as information
about the fire was received,
the fire department, NDRF,
MCD, reserve force from po-
lice rushed to the spot.

HC quashes order to reinstate
Uttarakhand Assembly employees
Nainital, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Uttarakhand High
Court has upheld the order
of the Speaker revoking 228
ad-hoc appointments in the
state assembly secretariat.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice RC Khulbe on
Thursday quashed the order
of a single-bench to rein-
state the dismissed ad-hoc
employees and upheld
Speaker Ritu Khanduri’s
order in this regard. The
state assembly secretariat

had filed a special appeal be-
fore the division bench chal-
lenging the single-bench
order. The court said the
order of dismissal cannot be
stayed. On behalf of the
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, it was said that
these appointments were
made on a temporary basis
and their services can be
terminated at any time
without notice, as per the
rules of their services.

The high court on
Thursday heard the special
appeals filed by the Vidhan

Sabha challenging the sin-
gle-bench’s order of rein-
statement of the employees
dismissed from the
Uttarakhand Legislative
Assembly Secretariat. Some
of the dismissed employees
had challenged the Speaker’
order before a single- bench
of the high court earlier,
saying their sacking was vi-
olative of Article 14 of the
Constitution.

Commenting on the divi-
sion bench’s order, Speaker
Ritu Khanduri said it was a
victory of justice.

Poonawala undergoes another session of polygraph test
New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Mehrauli murder ac-
cused Aaftab Amin
Poonawala on Friday
reached the Forensic
Science Laboratory here for
his next session of poly-
graph test, officials said.

He had undergone a
marathon polygraph test of
nearly eight hours on
Thursday. However, officials
at the facility found it diffi-
cult to record his state-
ments as he was not well.

Poonawala was brought
to the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) at Rohini
on Friday for another ses-

sion of the polygraph test,
also called the lie detector
test, as he seems to be in bet-
ter health, they said.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar (27) and
sawed her body into 35
pieces, which he kept in a
300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his residence

in south Delhi’s Mehrauli
before dumping those
across the city over several
days past midnight.

“During the session (of
polygraph test) on
Thursday, Poonawala was
asked details about the case,
what triggered him to kill
Walker, if it was a planned
event or he did it in a fit of
rage like he claimed in the
court.“All the sequence of
event that transpired ever
since they started dating
and how he decided to dis-
pose of the body in such a
gruesome manner. He was
also asked about the kind of
weapon he used to chop her

body along with various
other questions related to
the case that could give lead
to further investigation in
the case,” an FSL source
had said.Police also said the
saw used to cut the body is
yet to be recovered.The inci-
dent has also taken a politi-
cal turn with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah assur-
ing “strict punishment” to
the accused in minimal pos-
sible time, while the
CPI(M)has alleged that the
murder and dismember-
ment of Walker by her
Muslim boyfriend was
being used for “communal
propaganda”.

Muslim body: Worshipping 
football stars anti-Islam

Malappuram, Nov 25:

An influential Sunni
Muslim body in Kerala on
Friday came out against
soccer-crazy Muslim
youth in the state who
have erected huge cutouts
of star players in support
of their teams participat-
ing in World Cup, saying
worshipping football
celebrities is against
Islamic faith and urged
them not to wave flags of
Portugal, which had made
many countries its
colonies.

Nasar Faizy
Koodathayi, general secre-
tary of the Qutba commit-
tee under the Samastha
Kerala Jam-Iyyathul
Ulama, also expressed con-

cern over football fans
spending too much money
on erecting huge cutouts
of their favourite soccer
stars like Argentina’s
Lionel Messi, Portugal’s
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Neymar Jr of Brazil on
the streets.

He also lamented that
students were losing inter-
est in studies due to the on-
going World Cup in Qatar.
“It is not right to wave the
flag of Portugal, which
colonised many coun-
tries”, the cleric said,
adding that it was not
right for Indian citizens to
respect and wave the flags
of other nations over the
national flag.

He, however, said the or-
ganisation was not against

football. “The game should
be seen in a sportsman’s
spirit. Football is becom-
ing a fever and people are
getting addicted to it. This
is not a good trend,” he
said. According to
Koodathayi, football
should be promoted only
as a game which encour-
ages physical activity.

“Instead of that now
football has become a fever
and fans are engaged in
worshipping football stars.
Today people are respect-
ing and waving the flags of
other nations over their
own,” he said.

He said those who are
poor are wasting their
money in erecting huge
cutouts of their favourite
football stars and students

are not concentrating on
their studies. “Instead of
loving our nation, some
are engaged in worship-
ping football stars. There
is a limitation to worship-
ping people when it comes
to Islam. Also people are
waving Portugal flags... A
country which colonised
many countries. Students
are losing interest in their
studies,” he said.

Kerala is well-known
for the football crazy fans.
Huge cutouts of football
stars including Messi,
Neymar Jr and Ronaldo
can be seen across the
state. Fans of Brazil and
Argentina religiously fol-
low the football season and
celebrate the world cup
with fervour in Kerala.

Isudan: AAP can get full majority
in Gujarat if Congress is not there
Gandhinagar, Nov 25:

“Had Congress been not
been in picture in Gujarat,
the AAP would have been in
a position to form the gov-
ernment with full majority
just like it did in
Punjab,”AAP leader Isudan
Gadhvi said on Friday.

Talking to ANI, the AAP’s
CM face for Gujarat, Isudan
Gadhvi attacked Congress
and termed it as the ‘B
team’ of the ruling BJP.

Gadhvi expressed opti-
mism that AAP will form
the government in the state
with full majority.

Responding to a question
regarding AAP supremo
and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’s video in which
he appealed electors not to
vote for Congress, Gadhvi
said Congress was dividing

votes and further its MLAs
will be available for sale.

“Arvind Ji in Goa told
electors not to vote for
Congress. He said so be-
cause if they voted for the
Congress, its MLAs would
go to the BJP. This time we
hear that the BJP has
helped half of its leaders to
get Congress tickets so that
after winning they will join
BJP,” the AAP leaer said.

As many as 65 big
Congress leaders including

its MLAs joined BJP in last
eight years, so whose B
team is Congress” asked
Gadhvi.“If BJP gets 70 seats
and Congress 10-15 and if all
Congress MLAs will join
BJP then they may be in a
position to form the govern-
ment to ‘loot’ farmers
again,” he alleged. Isudan
Gadhvi further said that
there is a prohibition on
liquor in Gujarat but a
liquor scam came to light
after the death of over 70
people but it is not probed
but in Delhi, “liquor scam”
is being probed where not a
single death occurred. What
happened in Morbi?” he
added. “Everyone trusts
Arvind Kejriwal. Everyone
hopes that AAP would pro-
vide better power, health
and education facilities in
Gujarat.

Bhilwara killing: 2 suspects
arrested, situation under control

Jaipur, Nov 25 (PTI):

Two suspects have been
arrested in connection
with the killing of a
Muslim man in Bhilwara
city of Rajasthan, police
said on Friday, adding that
the situation was under
control.

Internet was suspended
in Bhilwara for 48 hours
after Ibrahim Pathan, 34,
was shot dead and his
brother, Qamaruddin, 22,
got wounded by four bike-
borne people who sur-

rounded them at the Badla
intersection on Thursday
afternoon.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the duo
were shot to avenge the
murder of Adarsh
Tapadia, a local business-
man’s 20-year-old son who
was stabbed to death six
months ago due to some
dispute over money trans-
action, it said.

B h i l w a r a
Superintendent of Police
Adarsh Sidhu said the two
main suspects in

Thursday’s killing had
been taken into custody.
The situation is peaceful
in the city, over 220 km
south of Jaipur.

Inspector General of
Police Rupinder Singh and
other top officials are
keeping a close watch on
the situation, according to
a statement.

Family members of the
victims and their support-
ers had vandalised the
hospital where Pathan
succumbed to his injuries
during treatment.

No one can stop us from
rewriting history to free it

from distortions: Shah
New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Home Minister Amit
Shah has said no one can
stop rewriting of history
to free it from “distor-
tions” as he urged acade-
micians to research and
write about 30 great
Indian empires and 300
warriors who showed ex-
emplary valour to fight for
the motherland.

The home minister said
on Thursday had it not
been for Veer Lachit
Barphukan, the Northeast
would not have been a part
of India. He was address-
ing a plenary session of
the 400th birth anniver-
sary celebrations of the
legendary Ahom general.

He protected not only
Northeast India but the en-
tire Southeast Asia from
“religious fanatic”
Aurangzeb, Shah said.

The home minister
asked Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma to translate literary
work on the life and times
of Lachit Barphukan into
10 Indian languages, in-
cluding Hindi, so that chil-
dren can take inspiration
from him.

“I often come across
complaints that our histo-

ry has been distorted and
tampered with. These alle-
gations could be true. But
who stops it from being
corrected now? Who stops
us from writing the cor-
rect history now,” he said.

Shah urged historians
and students to identify 30
great empires in Indian
history that ruled for more
than 150 years in any part
of the country and 300
warriors who showed ex-
emplary courage to fight
for the independence of
the country and conduct
research and write exten-
sively about them.

“If we do this, we will
see that the true history of
India will be established
and the lies will end spon-
taneously. In India, we
now have a government
which supports any en-
deavour to promote the
glory of the country. We
will work towards reviv-

ing India’s glorious histo-
ry,” Shah said at the event
organised by the Assam
government.

Shah said a nation that
does not derive pride from
its glorious past, that does
not garner inspiration
from its heroes can never
create a bright future for
itself and cannot create
better citizens and a gold-
en future.

The minister said
Barphukan fought the
Saraighat battle in adverse
circumstances by taking
together different tribes,
using local resources to
build small arms and
boats to take on the
mighty army led by Ram
Singh of Amer.

“The Mughal army did
not have that iota of patri-
otism and dedication for
the country that
Barphukan and his sol-
diers had.

This was a victory of pa-
triotism. They won and
not only secured the sover-
eignty, culture and her-
itage of Ahom but also
saved entire Southeast
Asia from religiously fa-
natic invader Aurangzeb,”
he said.

The home minister said
that after this crushing de-

feat, foreign invaders from
Delhi could never gather
the courage to invade
Assam again.

“If Lachit Barphukan
was not there in Assam
during those times, Assam
and Northeast India would
have never become a part
of India,” Shah said.

He further said that the
400th birth anniversary of
Lachit Borphukan unveils
a new episode of India’s
history in which Assam
rulers defeated Muslim in-
vaders of different ages
and secured the sovereign-
ty of their motherland.

Shah said Assam Chief
Minister Sarma unveiled
stories of glorious stories
of Ahom warriors from
Maharaj Prithu who de-
feated Bakhtiar Khalji in
1206 to Lachit Barphukan
who defeated the Mughals
in 1671 and urged students
of history to look at the ex-
hibition organised on the
occasion.

Shah said that right
from 1206 to 1671 Assam
was invaded 22 times by
Muslim invaders but
could not keep it under the
thumb of Muslim rule for
long because of the relent-
less commitment of its
people to independence.

TRIBUTE TO YASHWANTRAO CHAVAN

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, State Excise Minister Shambhuraj Desai
and others pay tributes to Maharashtra’s first Chief Minister Yashwantrao Chavan on
the occasion of his 38th death anniversary, in Karad, Friday.

ANTIQUE ARTICLES

Administrator General and Official Trustee of West Bengal Biplab Roy and other 
officials display display guns and antique cartridges with other other valued articles
during a press conference, in Kolkata, Friday.

BRIEF

16 tourists injured 
 Shimla: Sixteen

tourists were injured
when a private bus
they were travelling
in overturned on the
outskirts of
Himachal Pradesh’s
Bilaspur city on
Friday, police said on
Friday. The incident
occurred at around 2
am when the bus was
on its way to
Chandigarh from
Manali, they said. Of
the total injured,
three have been re-
ferred to PGI
Chandigarh and as
many are undergoing
treatment at Bilaspur
while others were dis-
charged after admin-
istering first aid,
Deputy
Commissioner
Bilaspur Pankaj Rai
said.

Girl found dead 
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

A 12-year-old girl was
found dead in a sug-
arcane field here
with her hands tied
and mouth stuffed
with cloth, police said
on Friday. Villagers
have expressed ap-
prehension that the
girl was raped and po-
lice have detained
three people for ques-
tioning.
Superintendent of
Police S Anand told
PTI that the girl, a
Class 9 student of
Barua Buzurg vil-
lage, had gone to col-
lect grass on
Thursday evening
but did not return
home.

YMA
 Aizawl: The central

committee of Young
Mizo Association
(YMA) or Central
YMA would provide
humanitarian assis-
tance to the ethnic
Kuki-Chin (Mizo)
people from
Bangladesh who have
taken shelter in
Mizoram, a CYMA
leader said. YMA is
the largest civil socie-
ty organisation in
Mizoram having
nearly 5 lakh mem-
bers in and outside
the state. On Tuesday,
the Mizoram cabinet
had also decided to
provide temporary
shelter, food and
other basic amenities
to the Bangladeshi
nationals.

Bus overturns
 Thrissur (Ker):

Several people sus-
tained injuries in an
accident after the driv-
er of a private bus lost
control and the vehicle
overturned in
Kondazhi in this cen-
tral Kerala district on
Friday. There were
several passengers in-
cluding women and
school and college stu-
dents in the bus when
it met with the acci-
dent but none of them
suffered any critical
injuries, police said.
“Some passengers suf-
fered fractures and
some others had head
injuries. Over 20 per-
sons are now under
treatment in the gov-
ernment medical col-
lege,” a police official
said.

Girl raped
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

A mentally unsound
14-year-old girl here
was allegedly raped by
a youth in her neigh-
bourhood, impregnat-
ing her, police said on
Friday. According to
the police, the family
members came to
know about it only
when they found that
the girl is four-month
pregnant and upon
questioning, she re-
vealed that the accused
used to rape her.

Fire Brigade personnel douse a massive fire that broke out
at the Bhagirath Palace market, in Delhi, Friday.



THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE

The Red Titan balloon makes its way down Central Park West during the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade,
Thursday in New York.
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Islamabad, Nov 25: 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday embarked on a
two-day official visit to
Turkiye to promote de-
fence and economic ties.
The Prime Minister is vis-
iting Turkiye at the invita-
tion of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, accord-
ing to the Foreign Office
(FO). “Alongside President
Erdogan, Shehbaz Sharif

will jointly inaugurate the
third of the four MILGEM
corvette ships for the
Pakistan Navy, PNS
Khaibar, at the Istanbul
Shipyard,” said FO. The
MILGEM project, a joint
collaboration between the
two nations, represents a
significant milestone in
the Pakistan-Turkiye
strategic partnership that
continues to progress on
an upward trajectory.

The launching ceremo-

ny for the first corvette for
the Pakistan Navy, PNS
Babur, was performed in
Istanbul in August last
year while the ground-
breaking for the second
ship, PNS Badr, was held at
Karachi in May this year.
The two leaders will also
hold wide-ranging discus-
sions encompassing bilat-
eral relations, the regional
situation and other issues
of common interest.
Sharif will interact with

leaders of the Turkish
business community.
Sharif had earlier visited
Turkiye in May-June this
year. “Our bilateral ties
have entered a new era of
strategic partnership
under the leadership of
President Erdogan,”
Sharif tweeted. The Prime
Minister also added that
“we are on course to un-
pack the full untapped po-
tential of the relation-
ship.”

Pakistan PM leaves for two-day
visit to Turkiye

Stockholm, Nov 25: 

A trial opened on Friday in
Sweden in the case of two
Iranian-born Swedish brothers
who have been charged with
spying for Russia and its mili-
tary intelligence service GRU
for a decade. Peyman Kia, 42,
and Payam Kia, 35, appeared
before the Stockholm District
Court to face accusations of
having worked jointly to pass
information to Russia between
September 28 in 2011 and
September 20, 2021. Between
2014 and 2015, Peyman Kia
worked for Sweden’s domestic
intelligence agency but also for
Sweden’s armed forces.
Sweden’s prosecutors allege
that the data they gave the
Russians originated from sev-
eral authorities within the

Swedish security and intelli-
gence service, known by its
acronym SAPO. Swedish media
said that Peyman Kia worked
for the armed forces’ foreign
defence intelligence agency,
whose Swedish acronym is
MUST, and reportedly worked
with a top secret unit under
MUST which was dealing with
Swedish spies abroad.
Intelligence expert Joakim von
Braun told Swedish broadcast-
er SVT as the trial opened that
even though many details re-
main unknown, it appeared to
be one of most damaging cases
of espionage in Sweden’s histo-
ry because the men compiled a
list of all the employees within
SAPO. “That alone is a big
problem because Russian intel-
ligence focuses on human
sources,” von Braun said.

Two Swedish men charged with

spying for Russia go on trial

Islamabad, Nov 25:  

Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party on Friday said the
Islamabad administra-
tion has denied permis-
sion to the former prime
minister’s helicopter to

land at the Parade
Ground in the garrison
city of Rawalpindi on
Saturday to address a
protest rally against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. Khan, who is re-
covering from bullet
wounds suffered during
an assassination bid, is
set to address his sup-
porters in Rawalpindi on
November 26. He has
said his party’s protest
in Rawalpindi would be
“completely peaceful”.

Taking to Twitter, PTI
leader Asad Umar said
that the Islamabad ad-
ministration has denied
permission to the party’s
plea asking to let the

party chairman’s heli-
copter land at the Parade
Ground on Saturday. PTI
senior vice president
Shireen Mazari also hit
out at the Islamabad ad-
ministration for not al-
lowing Khan’s helicopter
to land at the Parade

Ground. “ICT has denied
permission for IK heli to
land at Parade Ground
altho GHQ permission
came yesterday - need
permission from both!
Clearly this is farcical &
a case of good cop-bad
cop.

Imran Khan denied permission to land at
Parade Ground on Saturday, says party

Brussels, Nov 25: 

NATO is determined to
help Ukraine defend itself
against Russia for “as long
as it takes” and will help the
war-wrecked country trans-
form its armed forces into a
modern army up to Western
standards, the alliance’s
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg vowed on
Friday. Speaking to re-
porters ahead of a meeting
of NATO foreign ministers
in Romania next week,
Stoltenberg urged countries
that want to, either individ-
ually or in groups, to keep
providing air defense sys-
tems and other weapons to
Ukraine. NATO as an organ-
isation does not supply
weapons. “NATO will con-
tinue to stand with Ukraine
for as long as it takes. We
will not back down,” the for-
mer Norwegian prime min-
ister said. “Allies are provid-
ing unprecedented military
support, and I expect foreign
ministers will also agree to

step up non-lethal support.”
Stoltenberg said that mem-
bers of the 30-nation securi-
ty organisation have been
delivering fuel, generators,
medical supplies, winter
equipment and drone jam-

ming devices, but that more
will be needed as winter
closes in, particularly as
Russia attacks Ukraine’s en-
ergy infrastructure. “At our
meeting in Bucharest, I will
call for more,” he said.

“Over the longer term we
will help Ukraine transition
from Soviet era equipment
to modern NATO standards,
doctrine and training.”
Stoltenberg said Ukrainian

Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba would join the min-
isters to discuss his coun-
try’s most pressing needs
but also what kind of long-
term support that NATO
can provide. NATO’s top
civilian official said the sup-
port will help Ukraine move
toward joining the alliance
one day. The Nov 29-30 meet-
ing in Bucharest is being
held almost 15 years after
NATO promised that
Ukraine and Georgia would
one day become members of
the organisation, a pledge
that deeply angered Russia.
Also attending the meeting
will be the foreign ministers
of Bosnia, Georgia and
Moldova - three partners
that NATO says are coming
under increasing Russian
pressure. Stoltenberg said
the meeting would see
NATO “take further steps to
help them protect their inde-
pendence, and strengthen
their ability to defend them-
selves.”

NATO vows to aid Ukraine ‘for as long as it takes’

Baghdad, Nov 25: 

Iran has sent additional
units of special forces to
fortify its northern border
with Iraq and clamp down
on what it says is infiltra-
tion by Kurdish opposition
groups, Iranian state
media reported on Friday.
Gen Mohammad Pakpour,
chief of ground forces of
the paramilitary Iranian
Revolutionary Guard, said
“armoured and special
forces” units had been de-
ployed to west and north-
west provinces to bolster
existing border security,
the official IRNA news
agency reported. The de-
ployment aims to prevent
infiltration and the smug-
gling of weapons in the
north by Kurdish opposi-
tion groups exiled in Iraq
that Tehran claims is or-
chestrating country-wide

anti-government protests.
It is a claim the Kurdish
groups deny and to date
Iran has not provided any
evidence to support it. Iran
has several military bases
near the Iraqi border and
forces have been present
there on a rotating basis
for decades. The troop
movement also comes after
Iraq issued directives for
boosting security along its
side of the border to pre-
vent further bombardment
by Iran, according to a
statement issued by Iraq’s
military spokesman Maj.
Gen. Yahya Rasool.
Kurdish opposition groups
have bases in Iraq’s
Kurdish-run northern re-
gion. Earlier this week,
Iranian officials were quot-
ed in state-run media as
saying they did not have
plans to conduct a ground
military operation to root

out opposition groups from
the bases, despite having
reportedly threatened to do
so during the visit by top
general Esmail Ghaani to
Baghdad last week.
Country-wide protests en-
gulfed Iran in September
following the death of a
young woman in police
custody for violating the
Islamic Republic’s strict
dress code for women. The
protests have become one
the greatest challenges to
Iran’s theocracy since the
chaotic years after its 1979
Islamic Revolution. Mahsa
Amini, 22, died Sept 16,
three days after her arrest
by Iran’s morality police.
Iran’s government insists
Amini was not mistreated
in police custody, but her
family says her body
showed bruises and other
signs of beating after she
was detained.

Iran bolsters border security
to prevent ‘infiltration’

Beijing, Nov 25: 

Residents of China’s
capital were emptying su-
permarket shelves and
overwhelming delivery
apps Friday as the city
government ordered accel-
erated construction of
COVID-19 quarantine cen-
tres and field hospitals.
Uncertainty and scattered,
unconfirmed reports of a
lockdown on at least some
Beijing districts have fu-
elled the demand for food
and other supplies, some-
thing not seen in the city
for months. Daily cases of
COVID-19 across the coun-
try are hitting records,
with 32,695 reported
Friday. Of those, 1,860
were in Beijing, the major-
ity of them asymptomatic.
Improvised quarantine
centres and field hospitals
hastily thrown up in gym-
nasiums, exhibition cen-
tres and other large, open
indoor spaces have be-
come notorious for over-
crowding, poor sanitation,
scarce food supplies and
lights that stay on 24
hours. Most residents of
the city have already been
advised not to leave their

compounds, some of
which are being fenced in.
At entrances, workers clad
head to toe in white haz-
mat suits stop unautho-
rised people and make
sure residents scan their
cellphone health apps to
gain entry. Some of
Beijing’s grocery delivery
services have reached ca-
pacity. An increase in de-
mand combined with a
worker shortage left some
customers unable to book
same-day slots Friday for

food and supplies from
popular online grocery
services such as Alibaba’s
Freshippo and Meituan
Maicai. Online, some
Chinese users said there
were delivery workers
whose compounds were
locked down, contributing
to the worker shortage.
The Associated Press was
unable to independently
confirm those reports.
Alibaba did not immedi-
ately comment. At a
Friday afternoon news

conference, city govern-
ment spokesperson Xu
Hejian said it was neces-
sary “to strengthen the
management and service
guarantee” of quarantine
centres and field hospitals
where those who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 or have
been in close contact with
an infected person are
transported to by police.
Authorities must “further
accelerate” their construc-
tion and “coordinate the
allocation of space, facili-
ties, materials, personnel
and other resources,” Xu
said. Officials have in re-
cent days repeatedly in-
sisted that China must
stick with its hard-line
“zero-COVID” policy that
mandates lockdowns,
mass testing and quaran-
tines for anyone suspected
of having come into con-
tact with the virus. The
policy is seen as taking a
harsh toll on the economy
and upending lives in
many Chinese cities, lead-
ing the World Health
Organisation and others
to call for a change in tack
calls the ruling
Communist Party has an-
grily rejected.

Panic-buying in Beijing as city
adds new quarantine centres

Residents wearing masks line up for COVID tests in
Beijing. The ruling Communist Party promised this month
to try to reduce disruptions by shortening quarantines and
making other changes

Ukrainian State Emergency Service firefighters work to extinguish a fire at the scene of a

Russian shelling in the town of Vyshgorod outside the capital Kyiv, Ukraine.

O n November 15 2022, a
baby girl named Vinice

Mabansag, born at Dr Jose
Fabella Memorial Hospital in
Manila, Philippines, became
symbolically the eight bil-
lionth person in the world. Of
those 8 billion people, 60 per
cent live in a town or city. By
the end of the 21st century,
cities will account for 85 per
cent of Earth's predicted 10
billion inhabitants. Cities
don't only grow by the number
of inhabitants. The more peo-
ple they host, the more servic-
es (public transport, energy
infrastructure, water supply)
they need, the more gover-
nance they require and the
more resilient their economy
has to be. It might be surpris-
ing then to learn that there is
no single definition of what a
city actually is.

In medieval times, cities
from London to Seoul were de-
lineated by their walls. And
even well into the 20th century,
the idea of a city's limits still
held water. Today, if the
process of urbanisation still
brings to mind the biggest pre-
millennial metropolises
(Tokyo, S o Paulo, New York or
Mumbai), they represent
nonetheless a decreasing pro-
portion of all the world's
cities. By contrast, in the more

rapidly growing urban cen-
tres, such as Lagos, the geo-
graphic extent of a mayor's of-
ficial jurisdiction often ends
long before the populace it
serves does. Its economy,
meanwhile, is often deeply in-
tertwined with those of the
neighbouring cities.

The question of where to
draw the line between what is
and what is not a city not to
mention where one ends and
another begins is getting hard-
er to answer. As the world
moves towards total urbanisa-
tion, settlements are spread-
ing out by merging into one
another to create what urban
experts term "megalopolises".
The largest of these mega-
cities already exceeds 60 mil-
lion people. In China, the re-
gion of Guangdong province
around the Pearl River estu-
ary now known as the Greater
Bay Area effectively merges 11
cities, from Macao all the way
around to Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Hong Kong.
With a total population of over
70 million inhabitants, it
counts 2 million more people
than the entire population of
the UK, squeezed into roughly
a fifth of the area. In economic
terms, it looms just as large: at
USD1.64 trillion (1.39 trillion
pounds) in 2018, its GDP repre-
sents 11.6 per cent of China's
total.

On the west African coast,
meanwhile, the 600km stretch
between Abidjan, Ivory Coast
and Lagos, in Nigeria, is rapid-
ly catching up. Experts predict
that by 2100, this agglomera-
tion of nine cities will be the
most densely populated on
earth, with up to 500 million
people. Cities only really start-
ed growing in the mid-18th
century when we began to

build machines that would
propel us much faster and fur-
ther than any technology in-
vented so far. For the first
time, cities and London, in
particular, broke through the
threshold of around 1 million
people in size that had domi-
nated the urban world hither-
to. Some cities, including
Chicago and New York, grew
upwards as the technologies of
the steel frame and the eleva-
tor enabled those with the re-
sources to erect the early sky-
scrapers, those "cathedrals of
commerce".

With the invention of the
automobile, many cities, such
as Los Angeles, have grown
outwards, despite widespread
resistance to the idea of urban
sprawl. Some large cities in
the developing world includ-
ing Dar es Salaam in Tanzania
or Nairobi in Kenya have
grown inwards. Here, the idea
of the compact city based
around public transport and
higher residential densities
has taken root. Most people
today live in medium-sized or
even small cities. We still
largely depend on the internal
combustion engine to move
between different activities,
typically home and work.
However, over the last 50
years, the advent of comput-
ers and networked communi-
cations has meant that people
can now live at huge distances
from their colleagues. This
blurs the physical boundaries
of any city.

Counting a city's inhabi-
tants and mapping its geo-
graphical boundaries are only
some of the aspects to consid-
er when defining what a city
is. The digital skin that now
covers the planet enables the
citizens of any city to interact

with anyone and everyone, in
any place, at any time. Cities
will continue to grow and
change physically. By the end
of the 21st century, every place
will no doubt be one form of
city, but the term itself is not
likely to disappear. Instead, its
meaning will change. In 1937
already, in a compendium enti-
tled The City Reader, the histo-
rian Lewis Mumford argued
that although cities might be
identified as physical entities,
they were places of social in-
teraction, of communications.
This resonates strongly with
the notion that in the future
we will no longer think of
cities simply as distinct physi-
cal hubs in a rural landscape
but as patterns of digital
movement, crisscrossing the
planet over many scales from
the mega city down to the
local neighbourhood.

Boundaries will no longer
have the same meaning as
they did before the first indus-
trial revolution in Britain in
1830. Scholars agree that as
cities get bigger, they generate
economies of scale that in-
creasingly dominate their eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.
Evidence suggests that the
urban world is even more com-
plex. Cities increasingly re-
semble biological systems
more than they do mechanical
systems, with transportation
networks reaching out into
the hinterlands around them
resembling arboreal fractals.
The emerging urban world is
vastly different from anything
that has gone before. Trying to
determine the physical limits
of the city remains important.
In figuring out how to reckon
with this new complexity,
however, it may well be too su-
perficial. (The Conversation)
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Illegal banners 
& hoardings 

During every festive sea-
son, be it Ganesh Chaturthi,
Navratri, Diwali, Christmas
or Eid, I am shocked to see
images of our politicians
alongside gods and goddesses.
It is very shameful indeed!
These banners and hoardings
irritate us so much. It's high
time we respected every reli-
gion. Garbage, sewage prob-
lems, bad roads, debris in
streets, sick and homeless
people... let the politicians
and the Municipal
Corporation focus on these is-
sues. Banners and hoardings
serve nothing except to in-
flate the ego of some people.
Every political party, be it the
Congress, the NCP, the Shiv
Sena, the BJP, the AAP or the
MNS, has not spared the
country of illegal hoardings.
The Municipal Corporation
allows such banners to be put
up because their officials are
hand-in-glove with politi-
cians.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Troll culture 
Tracing from the journey

of human history, it took us
such a long time to realize
how to live with each other.
To put humans into the struc-
ture of social norms and
rules was full of struggle and
pain. Though today humans
are really social animals, it is
again limited to the real
world. The online world is
again very chaotic. The supe-
rior and inferior concepts in
the online platform are
judged through the amount of
trolling and insult one can
create for a fellow mate. The
troll culture in India is not
limited to the celebrities only
but has also affected the com-
mon people. It creates a fancy
mindset among a group of
people to troll. The rise of
trolls in India has been well
documented. From harmful
jokes to memes, the ways of
trolls are vast and politically
powerful. Trolls are shaping
public discourse. As we are
still in the stage to actually
understand how the internet
works, trolls are very hard to
digest. Thus, there has to be
ways to stop trolling. Social
awareness needs to be created
to get rid of this new media
challenge.

Ajay Sarkar, by mail

Appoint with care
SC to Govt’ and ‘Poll offi-

cers’ appointments’; it is of
vital importance that imme-
diate remedial steps are taken
so that the democratic setup
is not undermined. Besides
the judiciary, the civil society,
intellectuals and the fourth
pillar of democracy, the print
and electronic media also
have to be vigilant in this
matter. But care should be
taken against overzealous-
ness. We should have faith in
the wisdom of the founding
fathers of the Constitution
who, after thorough delibera-
tions, had ensured flexibility
in the framework of the
sacrosanct document.

DV Sharma, Mukerian

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets of girls battalion conduct a cleaning and awareness drive, at Har-Ki-Pouri on River
Tawi in Jammu, Friday, Nov. 25.

NCC CLEANING  DRIVE

A Christmas celebration has started at least on the global stock mar-
kets. The financial markets are showing a surprising buoyancy and

climbing new heights. Indian stock markets jumped up. The representative
BSE index rose by close to 1000 points and touched its historic record high
of 62,412. The NSE index is also rising in step, indicating a more broad
based recovery of the markets. The immediate trigger for the global finan-
cial markets to shake off lethargy and respond with verve is the positive
feedback from Federal Reserve of United States about the prospects for
global economy and the course for inflation. However, underlying these is
a major battle among economists about their perceptions about the
course of general price level and its nature. The world had got used   to low
levels of inflation and efforts to perk the prices. Japan had faced decades
of negative inflation (or deflation) and falling prices which had devastated
its economy. However, all of a sudden the prices had started rising and
rather alarmingly in the last two years. So much so, that inflation had hit a
forty-year high in the United States earlier this year which kicked the
alarm bells. Everyone started shouting about the need for measures to
fight inflation. Woes do not come alone. The threat of inflation was com-
pounded by the threat of global recession. As China was clamping down re-
strictions across the country, its economy was decelerating. China, being
the second largest economy and a massive importer of commodities from
across the world, had a determining role in setting the pace of the global
economy. Not to be spared, the Russian invasion into Ukraine and the con-
sequent clamp down on the world energy markets had started strangling
the global economy. Russia is a major supplier of several essential goods,
namely, energy (oil and gas) and food (wheat) and fertilisers (phosphatic).
So also is Ukraine which is a major wheat exporter. The invasion and war
worked out through higher prices for food and energy throughout the
world. The cramp down on supplies of energy items from Russia pulled up
overall energy prices. Europeans had faced severe strains on their dispos-
able incomes which higher energy prices. The third world countries faced
problems of shortages of food, energy being another secondary blow. The
compounding impact of these developments was that the global economy
was feared to shirk. In fact, coming close on heels of the pandemic, major
economies were shrinking rather than expanding. Hence, these were the
ideal recipe for a global slowdown and recession. The all had turned on
whether the current spate of inflation had become endemic or transitory.
Some eminent economists had argued that the inflation was getting struc-
tural and would call for heavy handed interventions to control. This in effect
meant large doses of interest rate hike — that is the copy-book economist
medicine. Others, argued that inflation was temporary and needed to be
treated with caution. The Fed had approached inflation control with the for-
mer point of view, that is, large hikes in inflation and control of prices. This
would automatically have brought a recession in its train. The latest revela-
tions of the Fed monetary policy committee proceedings indicate a change
in thinking in inflation fight. That also indicates a possible change in percep-
tion about a recession in global economy in the immediate future. There are
indications now that the talk of an impending recession in the world econo-
my is receding. After all, a global recession might be avoided, though not an
immediate return of leaping growth rates. The billion-dollar question now is:
is this reversal of perceptions for real and persist. Will the rate cycle now
turn and interest rates would remain stable at least for now. Will the prices
stabilise. That will hold clue to an onset of a recession. Financial markets are
now gaining buoyancy. But the real economy would come to play. It looks as
though the key would still be how the Russian invasion in Ukraine would go.
Will the energy markets revert back to sustainable levels? The oil market re-
ports now indicate a move towards stability. Prices are no longer jumping.
Hopefully, the New Year would show some positive trends. 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

26th November is observed as Constitution Day that is also known
as Samvidhan Divas or National Law Day. On November 26,

1949, the Constituent Assembly of India formally adopted the Constitution
of India. It came into force on January 26, 1950. Constitution Day aims to
bring awareness about the importance of the Constitution and Dr B R
Ambedkar. The ideals behind the Preamble to India’s Constitution were laid
down by Jawaharlal Nehru’s Objectives Resolution, adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947. Representatives from several
fields were voted into the constitutional assembly. There were four notable
members viz. Dr. B.R Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, B.N Rau, and Sardar
Vallabhai Patel.  Our Prime Minister Narendra Modi had marked November
26 as the Constitution Day of India in 2015. A fascinating fact about the
Indian constitution is that it was enacted at the time of independence,
when India faced enormous challenges, including safeguarding the lives
and welfare of millions of people who had been displaced by the partition.
In the face of violence and uncertainty, the Constituent Assembly drafted a
Constitution that reflects the nation's exceptional diversity, spanning lan-
guages, races, castes, and classes. From 1947 to 1950, India continued to
use the legislation implemented when it was a dominion of Britain. In the
meantime, the Constituent Assembly drafted the Constitution of India,
which would replace the Government of India Act, 1935, as the country's
fundamental governing document. The Constitution of India is the longest
Constitution in the world, which describes the framework for political prin-
ciples, procedures and powers of the government. Dr Rajendra Prasad was
elected President of the Constituent Assembly. A Drafting Committee was
appointed to draft the Constitution and Dr B.R. Ambedkar was appointed as
the Chairman. The making of the Constitution took a total of 166 days,
which was spread over a period of 2 years, 11 months and 18 days. It had
395 articles in 22 parts and 8 schedules at the time of commencement. Now
it has 448 articles in 25 parts and 12 schedules.  The Indian Constitution
provides an elaborate list of Fundamental Rights to the citizens of India.
The Constitution also provides a list of 11 duties of the citizens, known as
the Fundamental Duties. The Constitution serves as guidelines for every cit-
izen. It helped India to attain the status of a Republic in the world. Once Atal
Bihari Vajpayee said that “governments would come and go, political par-
ties would be formed and dissolved, but the country should survive, and
democracy should remain there forever” In a democratic constitution, it
sets some limits on what a government can impose on its citizens. These
limits are fundamental in the sense that government may never tresspass
them. The term ‘Equality’ means no section of society has any special privi-
leges and all the people have given equal opportunities for everything with-
out any discriminations. Everyone is equal before the law. A citizen of India
is given freedom of Speech and Expression, freedom of Assembly, freedom
of Association, freedom of Movement, freedom of Residence, and Freedom
of Profession and Occupation through Art. 19. Unlike several countries of
the world, we are free to practice, profess, and propagate any religion
under Art. 25. Dr. Ambedkar, the chief architect of our constitution, has
said that Article 32 is the soul of our constitution. All the talk of rights is
useless if there is no recourse against their transgression. Under this arti-
cle, a citizen is free to go to the Supreme Court for violation of his rights.
Our Indian Constitution was written after a thorough analysis of the exist-
ing constitution of the world. The framers of the constitution have incorpo-
rated the good things from all the places. Let us remember that democracy
is not merely a form of Government but it is essentially an attitude of re-
spect and reverence towards fellowmen.

Truth always wins

The era of the megalopolis: How the 
world’s cities are merging

Easing of Global Recessionary
Trend is good for India

Vijaykumar H K

O ur country's profitable
growth story has late-

ly captured the world's atten-
tion, posing new challenges
for the domestic frugality.
One of the ongoing chal-
lenges is the growing illegal
trade in fakes, pass- offs, and
smuggled goods.
Counterfeiting and smug-
gling detriment public
progress by affecting fiscal,
social, and physical health
around the world. Smuggling
is a international and trans-
border crime. It destabilises
the legal assiduity, stifles in-
vention and investment, re-
duces government earnings,
and jeopardises consumer
health and safety.The arrival
of technology, rapid-fire com-
munication channels, and
globalisation have accelerat-
ed the exponential growth of
lawless trade in dangerous
forms similar as counterfeit-
ing and smuggling. Lawless

trade is a public trouble be-
cause it generates black plu-
tocrat, which is also used to
fund systematized crime,
similar as terrorism.

The actuality and opera-
tion of counterfeiting and
smuggling are broad in com-
pass and large in value, im-
pacting not only the global
frugality, causing losses to
both assiduity and govern-
ment, but also negatively im-
pacting consumer health and
safety and largely funding
terrorist conditioning world-
wide. A trouble to Our public
Interests investigates the im-
pact of lawless trade in five
crucial Indian diligence mo-
bile phones, FMCG-
Household and Personal
Goods, FMCG- Packaged
Foods, Tobacco Products, and
Alcoholic potables.

According to the report, the
lawless request in the five key
diligence was worth three
thousand crores in the for-
mer time, with the FMCG as-

siduity — menage and partic-
ular goods, and packaged
foods — counting for 3/ 4th of
the total lawless value of
goods in the five key dili-
gence. According to the re-
port, illegal trade in the five
diligence mentioned above re-
sults in a total estimated licit
employment loss of sixteen
lakh.The estimated duty loss
to the government due to law-
less goods in these diligence
is about fifty thousand crore,
with tobacco products and al-
coholic potables counting for
nearly fourty- nine percent of
the overall duty loss.

To combat the growing
troubles of counterfeiting
and smuggling, it's critical to
strengthen the rule of law
and ameliorate the effective-
ness of penalties and war-
rants. Businesses must take
applicable way to cover con-
sumers from the prolifera-
tion of scammers and in-
fringers who seek to take ad-
vantage of the

situation.Mindfulness and
outreach is an essential ele-
ment in erecting a visionary
strategy to check this grow-
ing imminence of counter-
feiting and smuggling.
Government has to concen-
trate on spreading mindful-
ness and enabling a dialogue
between the stakeholders on
the intimidating magnitude
of lawless trade to abolish
this demon from the
society.Central government
should organize mindfulness
programs in educational in-
stitutions and considerably
involve the youth in this fight
against lawless trade.

Need for nonstop mindful-
ness generation to educate
the consumers on the implic-
it pitfalls and mischievous
impact of buying and using
fake, spurious and smuggled
products.Creating public
mindfulness, adding surveil-
lance, collaboration and com-
bined sweats are needed
amongst colorful stakehold-

ers, enforcement agencies,
assiduity, cooperation with
private stakeholders and con-
sumers can help fight the
problem of counterfeiting
and smuggling.Government
has to propagate the problem
of counterfeiting and smug-
gling on social media chan-
nels, journals and other pro-
motional sources in order to
make the general public ap-
prehensive of this intimidat-
ing issue.

There's vital need for the
policy makers, enforcement
agencies and assiduity to be
on the frontal bottom, to at-
tack it. Customs and border
control agencies has to be a
visionary in precluding law-
less trade and dismembering
international smuggling op-
erations. Indian customs has
to make a legal and executive
system, introducing the per-
petration of new technology,
threat operation and data an-
alytics to combat lawless
trade.

Perils of Smuggling and Counterfeiting

JAMES CHESHIRE
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Resource hub 

Bhubaneswar: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Thursday said the
state is now “fast
emerging as a technol-
ogy resource hub” of
the country and creat-
ing jobs for youths.
During the inaugura-
tion of Happiest
Minds IT development
centre here, he stated
that the new facility
will further strength-
en the state’s position
in the sector. Patnaik
claimed that the state
has been taking giant
strides in the IT sector
in recent years and
the growth momen-
tum is “accelerating”.
“Odisha is now fast
emerging as a technol-
ogy resource hub of
India and creating
jobs for youths,” he
said. The centre at
Fortune Towers here
will accommodate
more than 1,000 people
and the company is
looking to expand its
capacity to serve glob-
al clients abroad.
Highlighting the IT
friendly ecosystem
available in
Bhubaneswar,
Patnaik said most of
the companies in the
sector have set foot in
the state capital.

Stronger bonds
Chandigarh: Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit has advocated
need for stronger
bonds between South
Korea and India, an of-
ficial statement said.
The Chandigarh
Administrator also
suggested enhancing
people-to-people con-
tact between the two
countries through cul-
tural exchange pro-
grammes. The
Governor said this
when South Korean
Ambassador to India
Chang Jae-bok paid a
courtesy call here on
Wednesday evening
and met him at Punjab
Raj Bhawan.
Extending warm wel-
come to the Korean del-
egation led by the
envoy, Purohit apprised
the dignitary of the
ease of doing business
and the one window
clearance system for
investment in Punjab.

China trade

Kolkata: In the back-
drop of China’s rising
exports to India, for-
mer West Bengal fi-
nance minister Amit
Mitra Thursday took
a dig at the Centre’s
dependence on trade
with that country and
termed it as a threat to
the nation’s security.
Mitra, who is current-
ly the principal chief
adviser to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee,
predicted that India’s
dependence on im-
ports from China is
set to double that of
2014. “The dependence
of India on China will
widen Chinese pre-
mier Xi Jinping’s
Mona Lisa smile in
the coming G20 sum-
mit in New Delhi
September next year’’.

LAUNCH EVENT

Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff with his daughter Krishna Shroff attends the
launch event of India’s first unique social marketplace for creators, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 25:  

India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) have agreed to pur-
sue a free trade agreement
(FTA) between the two re-
gions and resume the ne-
gotiations, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Thursday.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion — Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Qatar, Kuwait,
Oman and Bahrain. The
council is the largest trad-
ing bloc of India. India’s
exports to the GCC mem-
ber countries grew by
58.26 per cent to about USD
44 billion in 2021-22
against USD 27.8 billion in
2020-21, according to data
from the commerce min-
istry. Bilateral trade in
goods has increased to
USD 154.73 billion in 2021-
22 from USD 87.4 billion in
2020-21. Services trade be-
tween the two regions was
valued at around USD 14
billion in 2021-22, with ex-
ports aggregated at USD

5.5 billion and imports at
USD 8.3 billion. “We have
agreed to pursue the free
trade agreement between
the GCC and India and re-
sume the negotiations and
conclude the same at the
earliest,” Goyal told re-
porters here in a joint
press conference with
GCC Secretary General
Nayef Falah M Al-Hajraf
here. GCC countries con-
tribute almost 35 per cent
of India’s oil imports and
70 per cent of its gas im-
ports. India’s overall crude
oil imports from the GCC
in 2021-22 were about USD
48 billion, while LNG and

LPG imports in 2021-22
stood at about USD 21 bil-
lion. Both sides held nego-
tiations for the trade pact
in 2006 and 2008 but talks
stalled thereafter due to
unknown reasons. When
asked about the next
round of talks to resume
the negotiations, Goyal
said teams of both sides
would decide that. He said
that FTA covers areas in-
cluding trade, and invest-
ment promotion. “I am
sure the engagement with
the GCC will be in tune
with the truly unique and
special relations enjoyed
by the countries of the
GCC region and India,”
Goyal said adding “India
plays an important role in
food security and con-
tributes to healthcare ar-
chitecture of the GCC, the
GCC is a reliable partner
in catering to India’s ener-
gy security”. The GCC
Secretary General said:
“This is a very broad FTA
and it reflects mutual
areas of interest to focus
on”.

India, GCC agree to pursue free trade
agreement; resume talks: Goyal

Rupee likely to
remain under

pressure in 2023,
say economists

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  2255:: The rupee is

likely to remain under pressure

next year and could even touch

85 against the US dollar,

according to economists. Since

Russia invaded Ukraine in late

February and the resultant

spike in crude prices and sup-

ply chain disruptions, the

rupee has been under tremen-

dous pressure. The domestic

currency had touched an all-

time low of 83 against the dol-

lar on October 19. On

Thursday, rupee gained 23

paise to close at 81.70 against

the dollar. During a panel dis-

cussion at the SBI Banking &

Economic Conclave here on

Thursday, various economists

said the rupee will continue to

be under pressure given the

widening current account

deficit which is seen close to 4

per cent of the GDP this fiscal.

There is also pressure on forex

earning as exports began to

fall since last month, they said

and expect the rupee to trade

between a high of 82 and a low

of 85 to the dollar in 2023.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255:: During the
course of International
Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) General Assembly meet-
ing held recently in San
Francisco, USA, Vimal
Mahendru, a member of the
Indian National Committee
of the International
Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) and various technical
committees of Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS-India), secured
over 90% of the votes cast by
full members of IEC and was
elected as IEC Vice President
and the Standardization
Management Board (SMB)
Chair for the 2023-25 term. 
Mahendru was also conferred
by IEC, the prestigious Lord
Kelvin award in the IEC General
Assembly for his contributions
to the international standardi-
zation in the field of     electri-
cal, electronics and IT.

International Electrotechnical
Commission  (IEC) is an inter-
national standard setting body
that publishes international
Standards for all electrical,
electronic and related tech-
nologies.  Standardization
Management Board (SMB) is
an apex governance body of
IEC responsible for technical
policy matters. BIS is continu-
ally expanding its international
footprints by working on the

growth mantra provided by the
Hon’ble Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumers
Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution and Textiles, Shri
PiyushGoyal. Currently, BIS
(India) is represented in vari-
ous policy and governance
bodies of International
Organization for
Standardization (ISO) and IEC
such as ISO Council, ISO
Technical Management Board
(TMB), IEC SMB, IEC Market
Strategy Board (MSB), IEC
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC), etc.  Representation of
BIS (India) in policy and gover-
nance bodies of ISO and IEC
ensures that Indian viewpoints
on the important strategic
/policy matters are put forth
and it also provides opportuni-
ties to align the national stan-
dardization priorities with
International best practices.

India wins IEC Vice Presidency and
SMB Chair for the 2023-25 termMumbai, Nov 25:

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty advanced further to
settle at record highs for
the second day in a row on
Friday, helped by intense
buying in index majors
Reliance Industries, Wipro
and Maruti. In a choppy
and range-bound trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 20.96 points or 0.03
per cent to settle at
62,293.64, its fresh record
closing high. During the
day, it jumped 175.05 points
or 0.28 per cent to 62,447.73
— its lifetime intra-day
peak. Likewise, broader
NSE Nifty went up by 28.65
points or 0.15 per cent to
end at 18,512.75, its all-time
high. The key indices had
gained over 1 per cent on
Thursday to end at record
high levels. The indices
have extended the win-
ning run for the fourth day
with the Sensex rising by

1,140 points or close to 2
per cent and Nifty gaining
352 points or 2.29 per cent.
Reliance Industries

emerged as the biggest
gainer among the Sensex
firms, rising 1.34 per cent,
followed by Wipro, Tech

Mahindra, Axis Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Maruti,
Tata Steel and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the
major winners. On the
other hand, Nestle, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, ICICI
Bank and HCL
Technologies were the
major laggards. “Markets
ended flat in a sluggish
trading session, as in-
vestors stayed on the side-
lines due to lack of cues
from the US markets,
which was shut on
Thursday. While most of
the Asian gauges ended in
the red, local benchmarks
managed to eke out mod-
est gains amid thin vol-
umes,” said Amol
Athawale, Deputy Vice
President - Technical
Research, Kotak
Securities Ltd.
“Benchmark indices
ended on a positive note
amid volatility.

Sensex, Nifty scale fresh lifetime highs as Reliance, Wipro advance

New Delhi, Nov 25:

IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Thursday al-
layed concerns over the ex-
tent of independence of
the government-appointed
oversight body proposed
in the draft data protection
Bill, saying just like RBI
and SEBI the architecture
of the new body will en-
sure its autonomy on is-
sues. Vaishnaw, who was
speaking at Times Now
Summit 2022 also coun-
tered criticism around the
draft Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Bill
and questions around sur-
veillance and said the risk
of terrorist threats and
cyber threats, as well as
the changing nature of
global warfare have to be
kept in mind. These reali-

ties have to be considered,
and a balanced view has to
be taken. Supreme Court,
he said, has set clear
processes on surveillance,
with many checks and bal-
ances. To questions being
raised on just how inde-
pendent the proposed Data
Protection Board will be,
the minister made it clear
that independence and au-
tonomy come from law,
and cited the strong repu-

tation enjoyed by RBI,
SEBI, all over the world.
Since the draft data protec-
tion Bill clearly mentions
that the proposed Data
Protection Board will be
independent and perform
in a certain way, “automat-
ically its independence is
guaranteed”.

“Who appoints SEBI
and board of RBI,
Government appoints. Are
these bodies not independ-
ent...independence and au-
tonomy come from law...If
you go anywhere in the
world, RBI, SEBI and
TRAI, these bodies enjoy a
very good reputation and
prestige,” Vaishnaw point-
ed out. The government
hopes that the new Bill
will be passed in the
Budget session of
Parliament, he informed.

RBI, SEBI enjoy autonomy, good
reputation globally: Vaishnaw

New Delhi, Nov 25:  

Italian super sports car
maker Lamborghini on
Thursday launched Urus
Performante in India with
price starting at Rs 4.22
crore (ex-showroom). The
launch of the model comes
shortly after its global pre-
miere happened this
August. “The Urus has

been instrumental in
opening new markets driv-
ing growth for the brand
in India and we are there-
fore delighted to introduce
it to our customers,”
Lamborghini India Head
Sharad Agarwal said in a
statement. The SUV accel-
erates from 0-100 km/h in
just 3.3 seconds with a top
speed of 306 km/h.

Lamborghini launches
Urus Performante in India

priced at Rs 4.22 cr

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2255:: Sony India
introduced a new addition to its
personal audio category, WF-
LS900N. The latest model
empowers a new sound experi-
ence through Sony’s sensing
technology and partner collabo-
ration, all while maintaining a
“Never Off” wearing experience
with Noise Cancellation. By
leveraging sensor and spatial
sound technology, these ear-
buds deliver fun and immersive
sound entertainment in AR
games such as Ingress. The WF-
LS900N is perfect for streaming
content all day long. The user

can enjoy music, video, or social
media content just as the cre-
ator intended with Sony’s high-
ly acclaimed noise canceling

technology and high-resolution
capability. Sony India’s smallest
and lightest, noise canceling,
Hi-Res Truly WirelessEarbuds
weighing approximately 4.8
grams was designed with com-
fort in mind.WF-LS900N givesa
“Never Off” wearing experience
and it automatically switches
between superlative noise can-
celing or optimized ambient
sound for listening without dis-
tractions. 

Sony India announces WF-LS900N
noise cancellation earbuds

New Delhi, Nov 25: 

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has amended
norms to bring buying and
selling of mutual fund
units under the ambit of
insider trading rules. At
present, insider trading
rules are applicable to
dealing in securities of
listed companies or those
proposed to be listed, when
in possession of
Unpublished Price
Sensitive Information
(UPSI). The units of mutu-
al funds are specifically ex-
cluded from the definition
of securities under the
rules. Sebi’s latest decision
follows the Franklin
Templeton episode, in
which the fund house’s few
executives were accused of
redeeming their holdings
in the schemes ahead of

the six debt schemes shut-
ting for redemption. “No
insider shall trade in the
units of a scheme of a mu-
tual fund, when in posses-
sion of unpublished price
sensitive information,
which may have a material
impact on the net asset
value of a scheme or may
have a material impact on
the interest of the unit
holders of the scheme,”
Sebi said in a notification
issued on Thursday. Under
the new rules, asset man-
agement companies
(AMCs) will have to dis-
close the details of hold-
ings in the units of its mu-
tual fund schemes, on an
aggregated basis, held by
the AMC, trustees and
their immediate relatives
on the platform of stock
exchanges “Details of all
the transactions in the

units of its own mutual
funds... executed by the
designated persons of
asset management compa-
ny, trustees and their im-
mediate relatives shall be
reported by the concerned
person to the compliance
officer of asset manage-
ment company within two
business days from the
date of transaction,” the
regulator said. Also, the
the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has prescribed a
minimum standard of
code of conduct for desig-
nated persons in line with
provisions of existing in-
sider trading rules.
Further, the compliance of-
ficer of the AMC would de-
termine the closure period
during which a designated
person cannot transact in
units of the mutual fund.

Sebi amends norms; brings in buying, selling
of mutual funds under insider trading rules

Mumbai, Nov 25: 

The rupee settled for the
day 8 paise higher at 81.62
(provisional) against the
American currency on
Friday on broad dollar
weakness and improved
risk sentiments. Forex
traders said positive do-
mestic equities and foreign
fund inflows supported the
local unit. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at
81.69 and touched an intra-
day high of 81.44 and a low
of 81.71 against the green-
back. The local unit finally
settled at 81.62, registering
a rise of 8 paise over its
previous close. On
Thursday, the rupee appre-
ciated by 23 paise to close
at 81.70 against the US dol-
lar. The Indian rupee ap-

preciated on positive do-
mestic equities and a weak
US Dollar. Foreign fund in-
flows also supported
Rupee, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. The US dol-
lar declined on extended
losses as the Federal Open
Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes showed
that a majority of Federal

Reserve policymakers
agree that it would likely
soon be appropriate to
slow the pace of rate hike.
This led to a surge in glob-
al markets and decline in
safe haven appeal,
Choudhary said. “We ex-
pect the rupee to trade
with a positive bias on
weak dollar and improved
risk sentiments amid ex-
pectations of a slower pace
of rate hike by the Fed.
However, month-end dollar
demand from importers
and concerns over rising
COVID-19 cases in China
may cap sharp upside,”
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was 0.11 per cent
lower at 105.96.

Rupee rises 8 paise to 
close at 81.62 against US dollar

FHRAI meets FM,
seeks infra tag for

hospitality industry
New Delhi, Nov 25:
Representatives from
Federation of Hotel &
Restaurant Associations
of India met Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
and sought granting of in-
frastructure status to the
hospitality industry in the
forthcoming Budget.
Currently, hotels built
with an investment of Rs
200 crore or more have
been accorded infrastruc-
ture status under the RBI
infrastructure lending
norm criteria. The associ-
ation has requested that
this threshold be brought
down to Rs 10 crore to give
a fillip to budget segment
hotels. This will enable ho-
tels to avail term loans at
lower rates of interest and
also benefit from longer re-
payment periods.

ACROSS

1. Squeaks by

5. Roaming tribesman

10. Whole bunch

14. Great affection

15. Dodge

16. City transportation

17. Persia, today

18. Plant again

19. Surrounded by

20. Nervous strain

22. Paraphrase

24. Avid

25. Ecuador’s neighbor

26. Magazine officials

29. Slightly wet

34. Harden

36. Cola, e.g.

37. Radar’s kin

38. Racetrack fence

40. Horse’s comment

43. Present!

44. Resource

46. Bridle strap

48. Strive

49. Parking timer

50. Big drums

52. Folklore monster

54. Framed (2 wds.)

57. Give a right to

61. Not cognizant

63. Ruckus

64. Love, in Florence

66. Flows back

67. Chip in

68. Baton ____

69. Bed board

70. Look

71. Miscalculated

72. Perfect gymnastics scores

DOWN

1. Upper crust

2. Seoul’s country

3. Billy Graham, e.g.

4. Perceived

5. Roman fiddler

6. Kitchen hot spot

7. Tourist’s aid

8. Cherishes

9. Prevent

10. Doctor’s “at once!”

11. Tibetan monk

12. Leave

13. Expansive

21. Showy flower

23. Totals

25. “A ____ Home Companion”

27. Unit of weight

28. Keats work
30. “Wow!”
31. Impossible to prevent
32. Agra attire
33. Forest plant
34. Metric weight
35. Soften
39. Rebel general
41. Precious stone
42. In fashion
45. Horse’s gait
47. Space agency (abbr.)
50. Shudder
51. Most recent
53. Blinding light
55. Metropolitan
56. Irritating ones
57. Ages
58. Three squared
59. Carry
60. List entry
61. Yearning
62. Lack
65. Possessive pronoun
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T he production  of the series Titled
Passionate : A  story ' is starting

from  the last week of this month at
various historical  location of
Rajasthan  apart from   Samod,

Fathepur Shekhawati near Jaipur
Vishal  and Ramchandra director of

MX player and directors of this
under-production series  said

that soon the content off se se-
ries will  also  be under  cen-

sor and  all the family mem-
bers will be able to sit to-
gethher  and entertain them

he admitted that due to the
bold storyline and lack of strict-

ness of the censor webseried have
attracted viewers  from  every section
of the society. Actress Tushar P Pandey
who plays a key role in Passionate: A
love story  call  it a privilege to come
and shoot in the beautiful location of
Rajasthan and the  warmth of the peo-
ple here. Co producer Rajeev Saxena
told Reporters that the  the webseries
will be  shown on the new  OTT
Channel Atrangi from coming Jan 23.

Ajay patel  a resident of Bilaspur
in Chhatisgarh is playing an impor-
tant role  in the series..

Local lad Ajay Patel plays
important role in

‘Passionate: A love Story’ W hen the day is not
going right a warm,

inspiring show is sure to
lifts your spirits! Sony
SAB's Pushpa Impossible
is a stressbuster and a per-
fect family viewing experi-
ence thanks to the lead
character Pushpa’s amus-
ing and witty nuske of
dealing with challenges,
her forever optimistic per-
sonality and iconic one-
liners. Pushpa Patel
(Karuna Pandey) is an ex-
traordinary woman with
many challenges in her
life and her newest is a
major pain point for her.

The Patel family has of-
ficially welcomed their
newest member, Deepti
who is Ashwin's (Naveen
Pandita) wife, into their
home, and the newlyweds
are planning their honey-
moon. The joyful moment
is the calm before the
storm though, as Deepti's
(Garima Parihar) grand-
mother Kunjbala (Ketki
Dave) arrives at the Patel
household. Kunjbala is
still dissatisfied with
Deepti's post-marriage
lifestyle and decides to

make her granddaughter's
life easier by bringing
loads of houseware and
electronics as a gift. This
proves to be a disaster be-
cause now there is no
space in the house, and
people are having difficul-
ty moving around. Amidst
this chaos, Kunjbala falls

and injures herself. How
will Pushpa pacify an in-
jured Kunjbala? Will
Ashwin and Deepti get to
go on their honeymoon?

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible from
Monday to Saturday at
9:30 PM only on Sony
SAB!

Kunjbala falls and injures herself
at the Patel family’s home 

'Doli Armaano Ki' actress
Neha Marda has an-
nounced her pregnancy
by sharing an adorable
picture with her husband
Ayushman Agarwal. In
the picture she can be
seen wearing a red dress
and showing her baby
bump while her husband
opted for a black suit with
white shirt. Neha wrote
in the caption sharing the
happiness with her fans
and friends and express-
ing her gratitude to the
Almighty: "Shri Shivaya
Namastubhyam..Finally
God has arrived in me..Baby coming soon". Post her comment many

of her fans and friends
congratulated her. Actor
Vibhav Roy mentioned:
" C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s "
'Ishqbaaaz' actress
Shrenu Parikh wrote:
"Sooooo happy for u
guys" Rashami Desai,
Ashi Singh, Jayati Bhatia
and others also congratu-
lated them. Neha got mar-
ried to Patna-based busi-
nessman Ayushman in
2012. The actress is
known for her roles in
'Balika Vadhu', 'Kyun
Rishton Mein Katti Batti',
'Doli Armaano Ki', among
others.

Neha Marda announces pregnancy,
shares a picture with her husband

AA ctress Alaya F, who is all set for her next 'Freddy', has
talked about how there is no end to creative explo-

rations when it comes to acting. Alaya said: "My favourite
part about the job is that you get to experiment with so
many different genres, so many different characters and
so many different types of storytelling." She added: "I
have shot three films since my first and each one is very
different than the other, so I'm really excited for the audi-
ence to see me really push myself with each project." "My
journey in the industry hasn't been a very conventional
one, so why should my film choices be conventional? I
want to keep surprising people, and I really hope I can do
justice to all the opportunities I've been given since
Jawaani Jaaneman." Kartik Aaryan's most awaited 'Freddy'
is about the journey of Dr. Freddy Ginwala, a shy, lonely
and socially awkward person who loves playing with his
miniature planes and the only friend he has is his pet tur-
tle 'Hardy'. Disney+ Hotstar recently announced their
upcoming spine chilling romantic thriller 'Freddy'.
Produced by Balaji Telefilms Ltd, NH Studioz and Northern
Lights Films, directed by Shashanka Ghosh and starring
Kartik Aaryan and Alaya F, the film will release on
December 2 on Disney+ Hotstar.

Alaya F: My journey in
the industry hasn't been
a very conventional one

Rakshanda Khan: 
I've lost out on roles to

people not necessarily

on basis of talent but

also budget

RR akshanda Khan, who is currently seen in
the TV show 'Janam Janam ka Sath', opens

up about the competition in the industry and
how certain times many opportunities slipped
from her hand because of the budget.
"Competition is great as long as it's healthy. Yes,
sometimes I've felt I've lost out on roles to peo-
ple not necessarily on the basis of talent but also
budget. But I've also realised what was meant
for me has always come to me, in every sphere
of life. Therefore, all I can show in life is grati-
tude, even for the competition," she says.
Talking about her current show, she says that she
loves her role. "The title 'Janam Janam Ka Saath'
reflects the story in an instant. It's a love story
spanning almost a century. A love that could not
be fulfilled in one birth, the lovers had to be
reborn to fulfil their love story." "I play a charac-
ter called Dr. Karuna Tomar, she is the hero. The
kind of mother whose whole world revolves
around her son. She can do anything for him.
And the same goes for the son too." She adds:
"What instantly attracted me to the character
was the mother-son bond. She is willing to go to
any extent for the well-being of her child and
that is one quality that every mother watching
the show will identify with." The actress says
that it is very important for a show to have
strong content. "In every show, people work
hard, but despite that some succeed and some
don't. What sets one apart from the other is the
content. People will lap up something if you
make it look believable and relatable," she says.
Meanwhile, it is often seen that actors are reluc-
tant to play similar kinds of roles but Rakshanda
says she is fine with it. "For someone like me,
regularity works. I'm happy coming to the same
set, meeting the same people, deepening the
bond created. I'm not someone who adjusts to
new surroundings easily. So I'm very happy to be
part of things long term. Short term relation-
ships and shows both distress me," she says. The
actress, who has been part of several TV shows
including 'Jassi Jaisi Koi Nahi', 'Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi', 'Kasamh Se', 'Naagin 3', among
others, says content on TV has changed with
time and it is not the same when she started.
"I've always felt that TV as a medium was lop-
sided in favour of women, but in the past few
years things have definitely changed and we see
a lot more strong make characters. The balance
is still ever so slightly tipped in favour of women
but I guess I like it that way!" she says. While
talking her shooting experience for the current
show, she shares: "I think on set we've formed
our own version of the fab four. It's me Nikki
Sharma, Asmita Sood and Gaurav Singh Bajaj
together most of the time. So while Asmita and I
gorge on ice-creams, Gaurav and I discuss every
possible food combo, Nikki is the one who just
wriggles into every conversation and makes it
her own. I feel fortunate to have met this trio cos
they make work seem like so much fun."

'Spy Bahu' actress Aditi Bhagat is all set to enter the show
'Pushpa Impossible'. She will be seen portraying a young
intelligent businesswoman who is stubborn and ambitious.
The actress talks about being part of the show and says:
"'Pushpa Impossible' is one of my and the viewer's most
loved shows considering Pushpa's (played by Karuna
Pandey Vaidya) approaches to every challenge that comes
her way." In the show, she will be seen portraying the char-
acter of Mansi, who is born and raised in Canada and owns
a number of motels in United States and Canada. She is
playing Ashwin's (played by Naveen Pandita) boss. Ashwin
in the daily soap is shown as Pushpa's son. "While the
show's narrative is engaging and compelling, Mansi's role
is equally ambitious and engaging. I'm beyond excited to
play Ashwin's boss in the show, and I'm looking forward to
seeing how the character progresses as an authoritative
boss." 'Pushpa Impossible' airs on Sony SAB.

Aditi Bhagat
all set to enter
'Pushpa Impossible'
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Al Rayyan (Qatar),
Nov 25 (AP): Rouzbeh
Cheshmi scored in the
eighth minute of stop-
page time to break a
scoreless stalemate and
Iran went on to defeat
Wales 2-0 at the World
Cup on Friday.

Cheshmi’s strike
from outside the box
was just beyond the div-
ing reach of Wales
backup goalkeeper
Danny Ward, who was
pressed into duty when
starter Wayne
Hennessey was sent off
in the 86th minute.
Ramin Rezaeian added
a second goal moments
later and Iran wildly
celebrated while some
of the Welsh players
dropped in disbelief to
the field. Hennessy was
ejected in the 86th
minute for a high chal-
lenge on Mehdi Taremi.
Gareth Bale made his
110th appearance for
Wales, the most all-time
for the national team,
but the Welsh appeared
sluggish early after a 1-
1 draw with the United
States in their Group B
opener. The match was
played after pro-govern-
ment fans harassed
anti-government fans
outside the stadium in
Qatar, reflecting the di-
visions afflicting the
country. The game was
off to an electric start
with both teams look-
ing to score the impor-
tant first goal. The first
shot on goal was from
Neco Williams in the

third minute but the
ball went well over the
crossbar.

Sardar Azmoun then
had the first shot on
target in the sixth
minute but Wayne
Hennessey wasn’t trou-
bled by it. The game
went on with some end-
to-end stuff and Kiefer
Moore had the best
chance to put Wales
ahead. But his shot was
saved by the Iranian
goalkeeper Hossein
Hosseini from close
range. Iran thought
they had gone in front
when Azmoun entered

the box and squared the
ball to Ali Gholizadeh
in the 15th minute.
However, the video as-
sistant referee stepped
in to rule the goal off-
side.

Both teams continued
to apply pressure on
each other but to no
avail. In stoppage time,
Azmoun had another
glorious chance, but he
couldn’t make any sort
of connection to the
ball that came in from
the right-hand side.

The game restarted
with both teams vying
for the goal and the best

chance came in the 50th
minute with Azmoun
hitting the post. It was
followed up by
Gholizadeh hitting the
bar before Azmoun’s
header was saved by
Hennessey. At the other
end, Moore’s header
ballooned over the tar-
get to get the fans on
their feet.

Both teams made
changes to increase the
intensity of the game.
Brennan Johnson al-
most made a difference
in the game from the
get-go, using his pace to
threaten the Iran goal.

The Asian giants decid-
ed to increase the pres-
sure up a notch and had
a couple of corners to-
wards the 70th minute.
Saeed Ezatolahi
thought he had scored
the opening goal in the
72nd minute as his low
long-range effort was
tipped away from the
target by Hennessey.

Hosseini was then
called into action as
Ben Davies unleashed a
shot on goal in the 82nd
minute. The Iranian
goalkeeper was on hand
to tip it over.

Hennessey then creat-
ed some drama as he
came out to clear a ball
but he clattered into
Taremi with a high
foot. He was given a yel-
low card at first but
then VAR changed the
color to red as Wales
had to see out the final
few minutes with 10
men. Torabi almost
made the Welsh team
pay for Hennessey’s
mistake as his shot
went just wide. Nine
minutes were added on
as stoppage time and
the Welsh team did
make some moves into
the Iran box.

The Asian giants
would then took full use
of the numbers advan-
tage as Cheshmi scored
in the eighth minute of
added time to send the
fans into ecstasy.
Rezaeian then made
sure of the points three
minutes later to hand
Iran the win on the day.

Ronaldo makes World Cup 
history, Portugal beats Ghana 3-2Lusail, Qatar, Nov 25 (AP):

Neymar sat crying on
the bench and later left the
stadium limping with a
swollen right ankle after
Brazil’s 2-0 victory over
Serbia at the World Cup.
Brazil team doctor
Rodrigo Lasmar said
Neymar sprained his
ankle. “We put ice on it
while he was on the bench
and then in physiothera-
py,” Lasmar said on
Thursday.

“There is no test sched-
uled for now but we will
schedule it if needed. He
will be under observation.
We will know more tomor-
row.”

Brazil coach Tite said
he was “confident that
Neymar will continue
playing at the World Cup,”
but Lasmar said it was too
early to comment on the
extent of the injury.

Neymar was also in-
jured at the 2014 World
Cup. Playing at home in
Brazil, his tournament

ended with a back injury
in the quarterfinals
against Colombia when he
had to be taken off the
field on a stretcher. Brazil
ended up losing to
Germany 7-1 in the semifi-
nals.

Neymar, who was fouled
nine times in the match

against Serbia, got injured
in the second half and was
substituted in the 79th
minute. Tite said he
stayed on the field for 11
minutes before asking to
be replaced. “He overcame
the injury because the
team needed him,” Tite
said. “I didn’t even see
that he had been injured.
He just kept playing.”

Neymar was in tears on
the bench as doctors
began treating him in the
final minutes of the game
at Lusail Stadium. He
pulled his shirt over his
head as doctors taped ice
around his foot. He went
into the locker room limp-
ing, and also limped as he
left the stadium without
speaking to reporters.

“The most important
thing for us it to have him
at 100% for the next
match,” said Brazil striker
Richarlison, who scored
both goals on Thursday,
including one after a
buildup started by
Neymar.

Neymar injures right ankle
during Brazil’s World Cup win

Cheshmi’s late goal sends 
Iran to 2-0 win over Wales

Iran’s Rouzbeh Cheshmi, not seen, celebrates scoring the opening goal with
teammates during the World Cup group B soccer match between Wales and Iran,
at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan , Qatar, Friday.

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 25 (AP):

Richarlison scored two
goals, the second with a
spectacular acrobatic
kick, to help Brazil beat
Serbia 2-0 Friday at the
World Cup.

In the 73rd minute, the
striker used one touch to
get the ball up in the air
and then spun around
and got off the ground be-
fore knocking the ball
into the net with his right
foot.

Brazil had struggled to
get past the Serbian de-
fense until Richarlison
scored from close range
in the 62nd in a buildup
that started with Neymar.

Vin cius J nior assisted
on both goals.

Neymar, seeking his
first major title with
Brazil, stayed at 75 goals
for the national team, two
shy of Pel ‘s scoring

record. Brazil coach Tite
started with an attack-
minded squad that in-
cluded four forwards
Neymar, Vin cius J nior,
Raphinha and
Richarlison. Attacking
midfielder Lucas Paquet
played alongside
Casemiro, the lone defen-
sive midfielder.

But Serbia had several
players back and was able
to keep Brazil from creat-
ing many significant op-
portunities. Neymar tried
to control the pace but
struggled to find space up
front. He, Vin cius J nior
and Raphinha all squan-
dered chances early on.

Brazil’s best chance be-
fore Richarlison’s open-
ing goal had been a low
long-range shot by Alex
Sandro that hit the post in
the 60th. Neymar had his
best opportunities with a
free kick in the 50th and a

shot from near the penal-
ty spot in the 55th.

The 30-year-old Neymar
arrived to his third World
Cup as Brazil’s main at-
traction. He helped the
“Sele o” win the 2013
Confederations Cup and
its first Olympic gold
medal at the 2016 Rio de
Janeiro Games, but has
yet to win a major title
with the national team.

Brazil, trying to win its
first World Cup in two
decades, is unbeaten in its
last 20 opening games,
with 17 victories. It has
finished first in its group
in the last 10 World Cups.

In the other Group G
match, Switzerland de-
feated Cameroon 1-0.

Brazil and Serbia also
played in the group stage
in 2018, with Brazil also
winning 2-0 to reach the
next stage at Serbia’s ex-
pense.

Richarlison’s goals help
Brazil beat Serbia 2-0

Brazil’s forward #09 Richarlison (C) celebrates scoring his team’s second goal
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between Brazil and
Serbia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo controls
the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H
football match between Portugal and Ghana in Doha.

DDoohhaa,,  NNoovv  2255  ((AAPP))::

Cristiano Ronaldo closed
his eyes, took in a deep breath
and then made World Cup his-
tory. The Portugal striker
became the first male player
to score at five World Cups
with his 65th-minute penalty
in a 3-2 win over Ghana on
Thursday. Andre Ayew equal-
ized for Ghana eight minutes
later, but Joao Felix regained
the lead for Portugal in the
78th and Rafael Leao added a
third. Osman Bukari reduced
Ghana’s deficit in the 89th.

The 37-year-old Ronaldo
was looking to showcase his
talents to potential new clubs
after having his contract ter-
minated at Manchester
United this week. After wast-
ing two good chances in the
first half, he tumbled under a
challenge by Ghana defender
Mohammed Salisu to earn a
penalty. Wheeling away after
the ball struck the back of the

net, a smiling Ronaldo per-
formed his usual leap and
swivel in the air the crowd
roared his trademark “SI-
UUU” as he did the pirouette
before getting mobbed by
teammates. 

He has now scored in every
World Cup since his first in
2006 and has a record 118
international goals. It was a
wild finish to a slow-burner of
a World Cup match that ended
with Portugal defender Danilo
clearing the ball away from
near the line in the ninth
minute of stoppage time.
Ronaldo, who was sitting in
the dugout after being substi-
tuted, put his hand on his
head in relief.

Ronaldo, naturally, took
center stage at the start of his
fifth and likely last World Cup,
particularly after a fraught
buildup to the tournament in
which he gave an unautho-
rized, tell-all interview criti-
cizing Manchester United’s

manager, owners and team-
mates. On Tuesday, he split
with the English club, mean-
ing he is in the shop window in
Qatar. Another scoring record
adds to the luster of his
resume. 

A penalty against Iran in
2006 started his tally of World
Cup goals it is now up to eight
in 18 matches and he lifted
the ball beyond Ghana goal-
keeper Lawrence Ati with his
latest spot kick after a long,
theatrical buildup to the
penalty.

Bruno Fernandes arguably
played a more important role
in Portugal’s win, setting up
the team’s second and third
goals with perfectly weighted
through-balls. Still, Portugal’s
players almost threw it away
after losing their composure
in a chaotic final few minutes,
featuring the comical scene
of Bukari performing
Ronaldo’s “SI-UUU” celebra-
tion after his goal. 

Auckland, Nov 25 (PTI):

Indian bowlers crum-
bled in the face of Tom
Latham’s counter-attack-
ing hundred as New
Zealand rallied to crush
India by seven wickets in
the first ODI here on
Friday. On a ground where
a 300-plus total had been
chased only once, India
fancied their chances after
posting 306 for seven and
then leaving the New
Zealanders at 88 for three
in the 20th over.

The hosts had the last
laugh in the end though,
reaching the target with 17
balls to spare thanks to
Latham’s unbeaten 104-
ball 145 and skipper Kane
Williamson’s 94 not out off
98 deliveries as they added
221 runs for an unbeaten
fourth-wicket partnership.
At the end of the 39th over,
New Zealand needed 91 in

66 balls at nearly 8.30 runs
an over. By the time
Shardul Thakur (1/63) had
completed a forgettable
40th over, the hosts were in
total control of the game,
with Latham amassing 25
runs with the help of four
fours and a six. That over
swung the match firmly in
New Zealand’s favour as
the visitors struggled to

contain Latham who gal-
loped towards victory.
Latham’s belligerent in-
nings comprised as many
as 19 boundaries and five
sixes, while Williamson
hit seven fours and one
maximum. Tearaway
pacer Umran Malik (2/66)
made his presence felt on
debut with his thunder-
bolts after an impressive

show by the Indian bat-
ters, though the youngster
from Jammu proved to be
expensive. Coming off a
first-ball duck, Shreyas
Iyer found form with a
neat half-century before
Washington Sundar
blazed away to a 16-ball 37
to guide India to a compet-
itive total. Besides Iyer’s
76-ball 80, Shikhar
Dhawan (72 off 77 balls)
and Shubman Gill (50 off
65), too, struck fluent
fifties after the tourists
were sent in to bat.

Umran bagged his maid-
en ODI wicket when
Devon Conway went for an
expansive drive off a
quick delivery, only to get
an outside edge for
Rishabh Pant to complete
an easy catch. Daryl
Mitchell became Umran’s
second victim when he
slashed one towards deep
point.

Latham, Williamson power NZ to
win against India in series-opener

DDoohhaa,,  NNoovv  2255  ((AAPP))::  A chant has
been doing the rounds among
Saudi Arabia supporters and even
some from Brazil in the fan parks
and streets of Doha at the World
Cup. “Where is Messi? We broke
his eye!” they sing in Arabic,
using a slang expression meaning
to bring shame on a person.
Messi and his Argentina team are
being mocked after a humbling 2-
1 loss to Saudi Arabia that has left
their presence at the tournament
in big and completely unforeseen
danger. Argentina needs to
immediately bounce back against
Mexico on Saturday, otherwise
an embarrassing early exit
awaits. “We always said we were
going to look to win every game,”
Messi said, “and now more than
ever.” A compatriot indeed the
team’s former coach could mas-
termind the fatal blow to
Argentina. Gerardo Martino led
his native Argentina from 2014-
16, losing the Copa America
final in back-to-back years in
that time before quitting.

Messi, Argentina 
under pressure for Mexico

game at World Cup

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  NNoovv  2255  ((PPTTII)):: The
Indian men’s hockey team will
get another chance to reassess
its strength and weakness ahead
of the World Cup when it
squares off against world num-
ber one Australia in a five-match
series, starting here on
Saturday. It has always been a
herculean task for India to chal-
lenge the might of the
Australians, who are dominant
force in World hockey. It will be
the first time they meet since
Australia thrashed India 7-0 in
the CWG final in Birmingham.
World No.5 India will clearly

start as underdogs against the
Kookaburras though Graham
Reid’s team has been a force to
reckon with since winning a his-
toric bonze in the Tokyo
Olympics last year. India are
coming into the match after two
victories against New Zealand
and mixed results (1W, 1L)
against Spain in Bhubaneswar in
the fresh FIH Pro League season.
Both Spain and New Zealand are
lower-ranked sides — at eighth
and ninth respectively — and
facing Australia at home will be
an altogether different proposi-
tion for the Indian side. 

Indian men’s hockey
team faces Australia test

ahead of World Cup

BJP releases ‘Sankalp
Patra’ for Delhi MCD polls

New Delhi, Nov 25 (PTI):

Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday released
the BJP's party manifesto
'Sankalp Patra' for Delhi
MCD polls which includes
bringing all services on-
line and 100 per cent
garbage processing.
Reading out the 12-point
manifesto, Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta said all serv-
ices of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) will be brought on-
line through a mobile ap-
plication within 100 days.

"Hundred per cent
garbage will be processed
through waste-to-energy
conversion for a green and
clean Delhi. Every slum
dweller will be provided
flats and 17,000 flats are

ready for allotment. The
BJP will also do away with
trade and health licenses,
and also abolish factory li-
censes," he said. Gupta
also announced that 50 'jan
rasois' run by women will
be opened in the city at Rs
5 per meal. "Free cycles
will be provided to merito-
rious girls in MCD schools
and all such schools will be

upgraded as smart schools
by 2027," he added. The saf-
fron party also promised to
construct 1,000 permanent
Chhath ghats in MCD
parks if it is voted back to
power in the civic body
polls. Addressing the
event, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said Delhi is
an important city, but the

AAP government's corrup-
tion has dented the image
of politicians in the coun-
try. "The AAP government
has failed to reply on sell-
ing of MCD tickets, mas-
sage received by its jailed
minister and excise policy
irregularities," he said.

The minister also ac-
cused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) of depriving
the municipal corpora-
tions of their due funds.
He alleged that the AAP
government's achieve-
ments are nothing except
publicity and advertise-
ments, adding that the
party has been exposed
and "people betrayed by it
will no longer be misled".
"... Delhiites will support
the BJP in the MCD polls,"
Goyal emphasised.
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Sanavad (MP), Nov 25 (PTI):

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Friday said Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot using the term
"Gaddar" (traitor) for
party colleague Sachin
Pilot was "unexpected".

The party needs both
the warring leaders, and
the crisis in the
Rajasthan unit will be re-
solved keeping in mind
the interests of the organ-
ization and not individu-
als, he added. Ramesh,
the Congress's media
head, was speaking dur-
ing Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra here.

Gehlot, in a TV inter-
view on Thursday, said
Pilot was a "Gaddar"

and cannot replace him
as Rajasthan CM, draw-
ing sharp response from
his former deputy who
said such "mud-sling-
ing" would not help.
Gehlot also alleged that
Pilot had rebelled
against the Congress in
2020 and tried to topple

the party's government
in Rajasthan.

"Gehlot is a senior and
experienced leader of the
Congress. But the term
used by him in an inter-
view (for Pilot) is unex-
pected and even I am sur-
prised," Ramesh said.

"The party needs both
Gehlot and Pilot. There
are some differences but
we are not running away
from this. The leadership
will find an appropriate
solution to the Rajasthan
issue, but it will be done
keeping in mind the
party organization and
not the individuals," he
further said.

Ramesh also described
Pilot as a "youthful, ener-
getic, popular and a
charismatic leader".

New Delhi/Ahmedabad, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has a lot of "hype"
but will remain a "margin-
al player" in the Gujarat
assembly elections,
Congress leader Milind
Deora said on Friday and
asserted that his party
would belie predictions to
spring a surprise in the
polls. Deora, who is a
Congress party observer
for the Gujarat polls, said
there is a "strong under-
current" of anti-incum-
bency against the BJP gov-
ernment in the state and
the Congress has opted for
a very localised campaign
that is different from the
2017 elections.

In an interview with

PTI, Deora said the Bharat
Jodo Yatra will have a pos-
itive impact on the polls
and though Rahul Gandhi
was busy with it, he would
make more visits to the
state for campaigning.

Asked about the low-key
campaign of the Congress

in the state, the former
Union minister said, "I
would not agree that we
are not putting our best ef-
fort. It is a very different
type of campaign from the
last time." In the 2017 polls,
there were issues such as
the Patidar agitation, de-
monetisation and the
Goods and Services Tax,
which led to public
demonstrations against
the government, he said.

This time, there is a
very "strong undercur-
rent" of anti-incumbency
against the state govern-
ment and the Congress is
carrying out a very lo-
calised, personalised and
orthodox campaign,
which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi alluded to,

Deora said. "The prime
minister himself told the
(BJP) workers that the
Congress has a very lo-
calised campaign. So, I
think the strategy is dif-
ferent, it is not something
as visible as last time be-
cause of the events pre-
ceding that election but
the party is on the ground,
exposing the government
and taking advantage of
anti-incumbency," he as-
serted.

On the entry of the
Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP
and if it will dent
Congress' chances in
Gujarat, Deora said the
AAP was also cutting into
the BJP's votes and so he
does not think that it was a
spoiler only for one party.

Double-engine govt to
get boost from civic body
representatives: Aditynath

Aligarh, Nov 25 (PTI):

Chief Minister Yogi
Aditynath asserted on
Friday that the "double-en-
gine" government in Uttar
Pradesh would get a boost
after the urban local bodies
get newly-elected represen-
tatives. Adityanath said the
"double-engine" govern-
ment heralded a new era of
development in the state
and the representatives of
the urban local bodies
would add to its efficacy.
The civic polls in the state
are due and can be held in
December or January.

Addressing a public con-
vention at the exhibition
ground in Aligarh,
Adityanath said the city
was a role model for the de-
velopment policies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The CM said success-
ful implementation of proj-

ects like the defence corri-
dor and smart city venture
reflected the government's
priority for industrial
growth. He said the previ-
ous state governments were
marked by "divisive poli-
tics" based on caste, region
and religion, but the cur-
rent dispensation was com-
mitted to work for all sec-
tions of society. Adityanath
said the "improved" law-
and-order situation in the
state proved that the state
was headed towards a new
era of industrial growth.

NCP mocks Shinde
for reportedly 

meeting astrologer

Mumbai, Nov 25 (PTI):

The Nationalist
Congress Party on Friday
ridiculed Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde for reportedly
meeting an astrologer and
said superstition would
not help him as his future
lay in the hands of his
deputy Devendra
Fadnavis.

Shinde's rebellion in
June had brought down
the Shiv Sena-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment, and he was sworn in
as chief minister with the
support of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, which has a

far higher number of leg-
islators than his faction.
As per reports, Shinde
went to meet an astrologer
to learn about his future
but the fact is his future
seems to lie in the hands of
Deputy Chief Minister
Fadnavis, said NCP na-
tional spokesperson Clyde
Crasto. "This is visible in
their behaviour in the past
few months since their
government was formed.
It is evident who is calling
the shots," Crasto said.

ISRO begins countdown for PSLV-C54 mission
Chennai, Nov 25 (PTI):

Scientists of the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) com-
menced the countdown on
Friday for the launch of
Earth Observation
Satellite - Oceansat - and
eight other customer satel-
lites on a PSLV-C54 rocket
from the spaceport of
Sriharikota on Saturday.

The 25.30-hour count-
down for the 56th flight of
the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV), in its ex-
tended version (PSLV-XL),
started at 10.26 AM today
for the lift-off scheduled at
11.56 AM on Saturday
from the first launchpad at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota, 115
km from here, a source
said.

The primary payload of

the rocket is an Oceansat
which would be separated
in orbit-1 while the eight
other nano-satellites
would be placed in differ-
ent orbits based on the
customer requirements
(in the Sun-synchronous
polar orbits).

Including the primary
payload, nine satellites
would ride piggy-back on
the 44.4-metre high PSLV-
C54 which has a lift-off
mass of 321 tonne. It is also
the 24th flight of the PSLV-
XL version.

The mission would be
one of the longest ones un-
dertaken by the ISRO sci-
entists who would engage
the rocket to change orbits
using two-orbit change
thrusters (OCTs) used in
the PSLV-C54 launch vehi-
cle. The separation of the
Earth Observation

Satellite is expected to take
place in orbit-1 while the
passenger payloads would

be separated in Orbit-2.
The Earth Observation

Satellite is expected to be

placed after reaching an
altitude of about 742 km
about 20 minutes after lift-
off.

After the primary satel-
lite separation, the vehicle
would be lowered to reach
an altitude of 516 km for
placing of the first passen-
ger satellite. The last pay-
load separation is expect-
ed to take place at an alti-
tude of 528 km, ISRO said.

The Earth Observation
Satellite-6 is the third-gen-
eration satellite in the
Oceansat series. This is to
provide continuity servic-
es of Oceansat-2 space-
craft with enhanced pay-
load specifications as well
as application areas. The
objective of the mission is
to ensure data continuity
of ocean colour and wind
vector data to sustain the
operational applications.

Centre directs NIA probe into Mangaluru
blast case: Karnataka Home Minister

Bengaluru, Nov 25 (PTI):

Karnataka Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra
on Friday said the Centre
has directed the National
Investigation Agency to
probe the Mangaluru blast
case. In a statement,
Jnanendra said the state
government had recom-
mended an NIA probe into
the cooker bomb blast in a
moving autorickshaw,
which the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs accepted
and ordered a probe by the
premier investigation
agency.

"With regard to the inci-
dent occurred within the
Kankanadi police station
limits, the state govern-
ment had taken a decision
to recommend an NIA

probe based on the evi-
dences and other informa-
tion collected during the
preliminary investigation,"
the Home Minister said in
his statement. In the order,
which Jnanendra's office
shared, the Under
Secretary in the Home
Ministry Vipul Alok said:

"The Central government
is of the opinion that a
scheduled offence under
the NIA Act, 2008, has been
committed and having re-
gard to the gravity of the of-
fence and its repercussions
on national security, it is re-
quired to be investigated by
the NIA in accordance with
the NIA Act, 2008."

"Now, therefore, in exer-
cise of the powers con-
ferred under sub-section (5)
of section 6 read with sec-
tion 8 of the NIA Act, 2008,
the Central government
hereby directs the NIA to
take up investigation of the
aforesaid case," the order
said. The explosion inside a
moving autorickshaw took
place on November 19,
which the police called an
act of terror.

West Bengal Legislative Assembly building on the day of the inauguration of the newly constructed platinum
jubilee memorial building at the Assembly, in Kolkata, Friday.

WEST BENGAL LA BUILDING

Security personnel keep vigil at Sangrama in Baramulla district, J & K, Friday, Nov. 25.

KEEPING VIGIL

Online services, 100% garbage processing promised

Araga Jnanendra

Yogi Aditynath

̈ Says his future
lies in Fadnavis’
hands

AAP lot of ‘hype’, will remain ‘marginal
player’ in Gujarat polls: Milind Deora

Milind Deora

‘Gehlot calling Pilot traitor ‘unexpected’,
crisis will be resolved by leadership’

Jairam Ramesh

J&K to see major boost
in business, tourism
investment: Officials

Srinagar (J&K), Nov 25
(PTI): The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
is working to boost busi-
ness investment and en-
hance income of the local
population by simplifying
rules and procedures, and
digitising records, senior
officials said.

The Union Territory,
since the abrogation of
Article 370 from the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2019, has re-
ceived investment propos-
als from various business
houses to the tune of
about Rs 56,000 crore while
sanctions have been grant-
ed to proposals worth Rs
38,000 crore, they said. The
work is already on for proj-
ects worth about Rs 12,000
crore, a top official of the
administration said.


