
Protest
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The farmers'
protest against the heavy
fines on stubble burning
and lesser compensation
for crop damage due to
inclement weather and
pest attack and land
acquisition for national
highway projects, entered
its ninth consecutive day
on Thursday. The
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU), Ekta Sidhupur, is
spearheading the protests
in Amritsar, Mansa,
Patiala, Faridkot and
Bathinda in Punjab.

Hospitalised
CChheennnnaaii:: Actor Kamal
Haasan has been admit-
ted for mild fever and he
is recovering, a hospital
here said on Thursday.
Haasan, also the Makkal
Needhi Maiam chief, was
admitted on November 23
with mild fever, cough
and cold, Sri
Ramachandra Medical
Centre said in a press
release. 

Mass marriage
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: More than
3,000 pairs from Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh and Buddhist
communities tied the knots
as per their religious rites
at a community marriage
ceremony in Kamla Nehru
Nagar ground here on
Thursday, a senior govern-
ment official said. Couples
were from Ghaziabad,
Hapur and Bulandshahr
districts, Ghaziabad
District Magistrate RK
Singh told PTI.

Arrest
KKoottaa:: Bundi police arrested
four members of an inter-
state gang of thieves from
Madhya Pradesh, police
said on Thursday. The
accused have been identi-
fied as Bhisen Singh Bheel
(23), Pintu Bheel (25), Anil
Bheel (23) and Sheru Bheel
(23), all residents of
Madhya Pradesh's Dhar
district.

Rescued 
RRaanncchhii:: Fourteen children,
in the age group of 12 and
17, who were trafficked
from Jharkhand have
been rescued from Delhi,
an official said on
Thursday. Of the 14 chil-
dren 11 are girls and they
belong to Sahebganj dis-
trict in the eastern state.

Booked 
LLuuddhhiiaannaa:: The Ludhiana
Police on Thursday
booked a man for alleged-
ly threatening Punjab
Congress chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring on
social media. Ludhiana
police ACP ( Detective )
Sumit Sood said that the
man was identified as
Amritpal Singh Mehro of
Moga district.

TRS MLAs ‘Poaching’ Case
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BRIEF

A health worker administers a 
vaccine to a child at a temporary

vaccination camp following
measles outbreak that has caused

the death of 10 children, at
Govandi, in Mumbai, Thursday.

Dehgam, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in
Gujarat has transformed
the education sector in the
state and made it more sci-
entific and modern, touch-
ing upon an election issue
which is being aggressive-
ly pushed by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).

Addressing a rally in
Dehgam town of
Gandhinagar district, his
third of the day, ahead of
the next month's Assembly
polls, the PM pointed out
that Gujarat's education
budget has now gone up to
Rs 33,000 crore, more than
the total budget outlay of
several states.

Notably, the comments
the BJP's star campaigner
on Gujarat's education sce-

nario came at a time when
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP has been aggressively
pitching the 'Delhi model'
of education and has prom-
ised to transform govern-
ment-run schools if voted
to power in the state.

"Nearly 20 to 25 years
back, Gujarat's budget allo-
cation for education was
just Rs 1,600 crore. Today, it
stands at Rs 33,000 crore,
more than the total budget
outlay of many states. This
is the progress we have
made," said Modi, who
served as Gujarat Chief
Minister from 2001 to 2014.

Voting in Dehgam will
take place on December 5 in
the second phase of
Assembly polls. "The
changes we brought in this
sector have benefited the
people of the entire
Gujarat. The BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat has trans-
formed the education sec-
tor in the state and made it
more scientific and mod-
ern," he said. The PM told
the gathering that
Gandhinagar has now be-
come an education hub
housing numerous colleges
and universities.

Modi said the world's
first forensic sciences uni-
versity and Children's
University are located in
the state capital. "India's
first energy university
(Pandit Deendayal Energy
University) and Maritime
University are also situated
in Gandhinagar. The cam-
pus of Rashtriya Raksha
University near here is the
pride of Dehgam and
Gandhinagar," he said.
Taking on the Congress,
the PM said leaders of the
opposition party do not
have any vision for develop-
ing Gujarat as they are
busy criticising him all the
time. "We are also working
for empowerment of the
poor and middle class peo-
ple. Instead of finding solu-
tions to problems of the
poor people living in slums,
the Congress used to just
throw some pieces towards
them.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Union Minister Bharati
Pravin Pawar on Thursday
said antimicrobial resist-
ance is a silent and invisi-
ble pandemic and counter-
ing it features prominently
on national health agenda.

Pawar was speaking at
the ministerial plenary of
the third Global High-
Level Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance
in Muscat, Oman.

According to the World
Health Organisation, AMR
is a global health and de-
velopment threat. Misuse
and overuse of antimicro-
bials are the main drivers
in the development of
drug-resistant pathogens.
The Union Minister of

State for Health said AMR
is a silent and invisible
pandemic that cannot be
overshadowed by other
competing public health
priorities. Emphasizing its
prevalence and subse-
quent fatal effects, she
highlighted that AMR is

recognized as global health
threat with serious health,
political and economic im-
plications, according to a
Union Health Ministry
statement.

Pawar said, "It is heart-
ening to note that AMR has
already been prioritized by
the UN General Assembly,
WHO and member states."

Focusing on the steps
taken by India, she said
various initiatives have
been taken to address AMR
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leader-
ship, the statement said.

She noted that India or-
ganized an AMR confer-
ence in 2016 and highlight-
ed that countering it fea-
tures prominently on the
national health agenda.

Beijing, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Doggedly persisting with
its much-criticised zero-
COVID policy, China has
slipped deeper into the
coronavirus quagmire as it
reported a record 31,444 in-
fections on Thursday with
many of its cities, including
Beijing, resorting to com-
munity lockdowns to stem
the virus amid worsening
wintery weather.

Faced with a renewed
surge in cases in Beijing, as
well as the first deaths from
the virus in months, offi-
cials have already imple-
mented some restrictions
in several districts, with
shops, schools and restau-
rants closed. The National
Health Commission report-
ed 31,444 local infections on
Thursday, surpassing 29,317
cases recorded on April 13
during the height of the
lockdown in Shanghai
where over 25 million peo-
ple were confined to their

homes for months, drawing
public protests.

Also, there is growing
anxiety in the capital
Beijing, especially the
sprawling Chaoyang dis-
trict, home of the country's
top leadership, besides the
elite as the caseload in the
district climbed to 1,648,
perhaps the highest in re-
cent times. As the virus
cases continue to climb for
the past two weeks, city offi-
cials resorted to lockdowns
of huge apartment blocks
and commercial buildings,
confining people to their

flats. Among those restrict-
ed to their homes were
some Indian families who
were told not to step out
until November 27.

They were being provid-
ed with food supplies at
their doorstep.

Officials here were in a
quandary over the sharp
spikes as the rise of COVID
cases comes following last
month's 20th Congress of
the ruling Communist
Party which re-elected
President Xi Jinping, who
is a firm advocate of zero-
COVID policy.

Jammu, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF)
chief Yasin Malik ap-
peared before a special
court here via videocon-
ferencing on Thursday
and cross-examined a wit-
ness in the 1989 kidnap-
ping of Rubaiya Sayeed,
the daughter of then
Union home minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.

Malik, who is lodged in
Delhi's Tihar Jail in a ter-
ror financing case, was not
produced in the court
physically due to a
Ministry of Home Affairs
order restricting his move-
ment. Senior Public

Prosecutor S K Bhat told
reporters, "Today, accused
Yasin Malik participated
in the trial through video-
conferencing...and did not
oppose cross-examining
the witness."

"I made a submission be-
fore the court as a CBI rep-
resentative that produc-
tion warrant should not be
issued as he participated
in the trial. Court accepted
that and no production
warrant was issued," he
said. The court asked the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to pro-
duce the rest of the wit-
nesses on the next date of
hearing on December 23.

Rubaiya did not appear

for the hearing, as her ex-
emption application had
earlier been approved by
the court.

Bhat said two witnesses
were scheduled to record
their statements in the
court. While one of them,
a retired doctor, was pres-
ent in the court, the other
was in Saudi Arabia and
could not join the trial, he
said.

Another witness' exemp-
tion application was ap-
proved by the court as he
was reported to be under-
going dialysis, he said.

The retired doctor's
statement was recorded in
the court in the presence
of Yasin Malik, he said.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
termed the continuance of
Aam Aadmi Party's jailed
leader Satyendar Jain as a
minister in the Delhi gov-
ernment as "shameless-
ness" and said such in-
stances are unprecedented
in public life.

Videos of Jain have
emerged purportedly
showing him eating un-
cooked vegetables and
fruits, getting massages
and other special facilities
in his Tihar prison cell.

"I had also gone to jail
and resigned as a minister.
Later, we fought before the

court and the court said it
was a political conspiracy
and the case is fake. If
there is injustice with you,
then approach law/court.
You can't act such shame-

lessly," the home minister
said at an event here.

When asked about Jain
receiving special treatment
at Tihar, Shah suggested
that it should be posed to
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party to re-
spond whether or not the
video was genuine.

"If the video is genuine,
the accountability lies on
them (AAP). They have to
respond that to their jailed
minister, even after he
going to jail, you don't sus-
pend (him). And sitting in
jail, he uses such facilities.
I do not have to answer (to
this question). Even today
he is the minister ," the
home minister said.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Jama Masjid's Shahi
Imam has agreed to with-
draw the order restricting
entry of women in the
mosque, after Delhi LG V
K Saxena spoke to him and
requested him to take back
the decree, Raj Niwas
sources said on Thursday.

They added that Imam
Bukhari agreed to revoke
the order, on the condition
that visitors respect and
maintain the sanctity of
the mosque.

The administration of
Delhi's famed Jama

Masjid had put up notices
outside the main gates
banning the entry of
'girls', whether alone or in
groups. As controversy es-
calated, the mosque's
Shahi Imam on Thursday
said the order is not appli-
cable to those coming to
offer prayers.

The issue led to an out-
rage in some quarters as
women rights activists
termed the mosque's deci-
sion regressive and unac-
ceptable.

The notices, which have
no date, came up a few
days ago outside the three
main entry gates, sources
in the administration said.
However, it has come to at-
tention only now.

Hyderabad, Nov 24 (PTI):

Senior BJP leader B L
Santhosh and three others
were named as accused by
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) in the case of
alleged conspiracy to
poach four TRS MLAs, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Following directions
from the Telangana High
Court, the SIT, probing the
case, also issued a second
notice to BJP National
General Secretary
(Organisation) Santhosh,
who is yet to appear before
it. In the fresh notice, he
has been asked to appear
before SIT for questioning
on November 26 or
November 28, official

sources told PTI.
Based on the investiga-

tions so far, the SIT filed a
memo in a special Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
court here adding the
names of Santhosh and
two persons from Kerala--
Jaggu Swami and Tushar
Vellapally, besides B
Srinivas, as accused in the
case, they said.

Three persons --
Ramachandra Bharati
alias Satish Sharma,
Nanda Kumar and
Simhayaji Swamy, were al-
ready named as accused in
the case after a complaint
was lodged by TRS MLA
Pilot Rohith Reddy, among
four legislators, against
them on October 26.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday questioned the
"haste" and "tearing
hurry" in appointing Arun
Goel as Election
Commissioner.

The Centre vehemently
resisted the observations,
with Attorney General R
Venkataramani saying
the whole issue pertain-
ing to the appointment of
Goel be looked into its en-
tirety.

At the outset, a five-
judge Constitution bench
headed by Justice K M
Joseph perused the
Centre's original file per-
taining to Goel's appoint-
ment as EC, and said,
"What kind of evaluation
is this? Although, we are

not questioning the mer-
its of Arun Goel's creden-
tials but the process." As
the bench questioned the
"lightning speed" with
which Goel was appointed
as an EC and also that his
file did not even move
within departments for 24
hours, the Centre through
Venkataramani vehe-
mently urged the bench
not to make observations
without looking into the
entire issue pertaining to
the appointment process.

During the hearing,
lawyer Prashant Bhushan
attempted to make sub-
missions before the bench
when the attorney gener-
al was arguing. "Please
hold your mouth for a
while," the top-most law of-
ficer told Bhushan.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

India on Thursday
termed as "biased and inac-
curate" the US Commission
for International Religious
Freedom's latest observa-
tions claiming that religious
freedom and related human
rights are under threat in
the country, and said the
body continues to be guided
by its prejudices and pur-
sues a motivated agenda.
The US Commission on
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) is a
Congressional-appointed
body. Its recommendations
are, however, not mandatory
to be implemented by the US
State Department. Religious
freedom and related human

rights in India are under on-
going threat, the USCIRF al-
leged on Tuesday in an un-
usual year-end update of the
status of its assessment of
religious freedom in the
country.

Asked about the report at
a media briefing here,
Ministry of External
Affairs Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said, "We
consider these biased and
inaccurate observations
about India by USCIRF.
They (USCIRF) have a ten-
dency to consistently mis-
represent facts and this
shows their lack of under-
standing of India, our con-
stitutional framework, plu-
rality and our robust demo-
cratic system."

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The government has fixed an
indicative value for Delhi's
iconic 'The Ashok' hotel at Rs
7,409 crore under the national
monetisation programme,
according to sources.
The Ashok and the adjacent
hotel Samrat are among the
eight India Tourism
Development Corp assets list-
ed under the National
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP)
announced by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman last year.
The sources said investor con-
sultation has already been
undertaken and a Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs note for the sale of the
sprawling 25-acre property in
the heart of the national capi-
tal is under consideration.

‘BJP Govt transformed
education sector in Guj’

PM Modi addresses a public
meeting ahead of the Gujarat

Assembly elections, in
Palanpur, Thursday.

China’s COVID cases touch record high
̈ Beijing resorts 

to community 
lockdowns

Workers in protective suits prepare their duties in a locked down
neighborhood as part of COVID-19 controls in Beijing, Thursday.

BAN ON ENTRY 

Shahi Imam withdraws order
restricting entry of women

̈ In Jama masjid
after LG request

RUBAIYA SAYEED KIDNAPPING CASE

Malik appears in court
thru videoconferencing

BJP leader Santhosh
named as accused

REMEMBERING AHOM COMMANDER

People light earthen lamps as part of celebrations for 400th birth anniversary 
of Ahom Commander Lachit Borphukan in Nagaon district, Thursday.

‘The Ashok’ is
worth Rs 7,400 cr

under NMP

Jain’s continuance as minister
‘shamelessness’: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses during 400th
birth anniversary celebrations
of Ahom Commander Lachit

Borphukan, at Vigyan Bhawan
in New Delhi, Thursday.

SC questions ‘tearing hurry’ in
appointing Arun Goel as EC

‘Antimicrobial resistance is
a silent, invisible pandemic’

Bharati Pravin Pawar

‘Biased and inaccurate’:
India slams USCIRF’s
latest observations

Diarrhoea cases on rise; 91 admitted to hospitals  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2244::  After the outbreak of di-
arrhoea in the Camp area of the city, the
number of patients admitted to the hos-
pitals has increased to 91 on Thursday.
The health officials informed that 91
were hospitalized after being affected
with diarrhoea. Over 81 people reached
OPDs of government hospitals with
complaints of vomiting and loose mo-
tions. On consultation with doctors,
they are taking medicines at home. On
the other hand, many others sought
treatment at the OPDs of private hospi-
tals and clinics. The exact number of af-

fected people was not available till the
filing of this report. The health depart-
ment is closely monitoring the health of
patients. Arrangements of referrals to
higher medical institutes have also been
made. According to information, the
cause of the diarrhoea outbreak is the
supply of contaminated water from the
taps. The locals who have been using
bore well water are safe. Some people
complained that earthworms and in-
sects are also coming with the tap
water. Civic authorities are trying to ex-
plore the sources of tap water contami-
nation. The network of water supply
pipelines is damaged at several spots

from where the tap water is getting
mixed with sewer and nullah water. The
illegal cattle byres are also being con-
sidered as the source of water contami-
nation. Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas inspected the
affected localities and also visited the
hospitals to meet the patients. Water is
being supplied through Tankers in the
affected localities. As on Thursday, 14
patients are admitted at Urban Primary

Health centre, Baikunthdham; 28 at
Supela Government Hospital; Eight at
JLNH Sector 9; Seven at Bhilai Nursing
Home; 16 at District Hospital; 05 at
Ambe Hospital Power House; and 13 pa-
tients are admitted at BM Shah
Hospital. The Health Team surveyed
hundreds of houses on Thursday also.
People were asked to use boiled water
and maintain sanitation. Chlorine
tablets were also distributed.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2244::  Police arrested a
notorious thug on charges of
duping people on the promise
of providing government jobs,
house and loans. The accused
had duped over Rs 30 lakh from
different people on assurance
of getting their children admit-
ted in Swami Atmanand English
Schools, recruitment as Data
Entry Operators, allotment of
houses under government
schemes and loan approval. 

He introduced himself as a
high rank officer of the civic
body. He also claimed links with
top politicians. He had even
provided fake appointment let-
ters and forged documents car-
rying fake signatures of
Secretary level officers. Three
more cases of forgery are
lodged against him. After his
arrest, Khursipar Police re-

ceived several other complaints
against him.

Police had received a com-
plaint from M Jaswant Rao of
Zone 3 Khursipar against one P
Raja of MPR Road, Khursipar.
The accused had duped Rs 1.56
lakhs from him on the promise
of getting his child admitted to
Swami Atmanand English
School and getting a house al-
lotment under Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojna at Amrapali Society.
Police team swung into action
and the accused was taken into
custody.

Later it was discovered that
the accused had duped Rs Eight
lakhs from one Murari Sharma
of new Khursipar on promise of
getting his son and nephew re-
cruited in Swami Atmanand
English School. The accused
had taken Rs 2.05 lakh from

Meena Devi of Khursipar for
getting a house allotted at
Amrapali PM Awas Colony. 

The accused had taken Rs
2.55 lakh from one Nisha Kaur
of Housing Board Jamul on the
promise of providing loan to 51
women of the SHG. In the same
manner, he duped Rs 55000
from Dhaneshwari Hirve for
providing loans to 11 women of
SHG. Rs 2 lakh were duped
from Rahul Kumar Bhujade of
Camp-2 on the promise of pro-
viding job in Bhilai Municipal
Corporation.

Police recovered dozens of
aadhar cards, Photos, forged
appointment letters, bank pass
books and other documents
from the possession of the ac-
cused. The accused P Raja alias
P Tirupati Rao son of PB Rao a
resident of MPR Road Khursipar
has been booked in connection
with six cases of forgery.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: As per the
intentions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and instructions of IGP Dr
Anand Chhabra and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, Durg
Police succeeded in arrest-
ing two directors of a Chit
Fund Company. They are
accused of luring people to
invest in their firm on the
promise of doubling their
investment within a short
period.

Supela Police arrested
the directors of chit fund
company Nirmal Chhaya
Real Estate and Allied
Limited. Durg Police is con-
tinuously taking action
against the directors of the
chit fund companies and ef-

forts are being made to re-
turn the money to the in-
vestors.

According to informa-
tion, the directors of
Nirmal Chhaya Real Estate
and Allied Limited branch,
Nehru Nagar Bhilai, gave
tempting offers to the com-
mon people to deposit the
amount on the pretext of
doubling or tripling the de-
posited amount in a short
period of time.

On completion of the
time period, when the cus-
tomers approached the
company for withdrawal of
the maturity amount, the
directors of the company
cheated them by refusing
them to return the money.
On the complaint of in-
vestors, a case was lodged

at police station Supela
under section 420 of IPC
and Sections 7, 10 of
Chhattisgarh Protection of
Interests of Investors Act,
2005.

The case was lodged on
November 23, 2022 against
the directors of Nirmal
Chhaya Real Estate and
Allied Limited. On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav

and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai) Nikhil
Rakhecha, the Supela
Police swung into action
and arrested Chitfund
Company Director Prakash
Chand Nishad from
Gunderdehi and Prakash
Chandra Kurveti from
Mandla (MP) on November
24. They were produced be-

fore the court and have
been sent to jail on judicial
remand. The arrested ac-
cused are Prakash Chand
Nishad (39) son of Dhanraj
Nishad a resident of
Khuteri, Police Station and
PO Gundardehi, presently
residing at Santoshipara,
Chhawani; and Prakash
Chandra Kurveti (40) son of
Harnam Kurveti a resident
of Dhanpuri, District
Mandla (MP).

Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela), Sub
Inspector Pramod
Srivastava, Head Constable
Prahlad Bajpai, Constable
Vikas Tiwari, Shailendra
Srivastava and women con-
stable Toshi Goswami
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: The clos-
ing ceremony of the 1st
Mar Theodosius Cup Inter
school Volleyball
Championship for 2022-23
was conducted at Mar
Baselios Vidhya Bhawan
Kailsh Nagar Volleyball
Court on Thursday, in
which 15 men's teams and 8
women's teams of CBSE
schools in and around
Bhilai participated.

The event provided an
opportunity to students of
neighbouring schools to
socialise with each other
and provided a platform to
budding sports persons to
showcase their talent. Dr
Prof MJ Roymon
Principal Saint Thomas
College was the chief guest
on the occasion.

In his speech he appreci-

ated the efforts of MBVB
management, principal
and staff for organising
such an impressive tourna-
ment and congratulated the
students for the positive
frame of mind set in which
they played each match. He
invited all the teams to
come again next year and
hoped the number will be
double next year.

Principal of the school
in his welcome address ap-
preciated the schools for
accepting the invitation

and joining the tourna-
ment. He said that this
tournament is started
from this year in loving
memory of late lamented
His Grace Stephanos Mar
Theodosius founder
Bishop of MGM Group of
institutions. He said that
in this tournament perma-
nent trophy and cash
award of Rs 10,000 each to
both boys and girls and tro-
phy and cash prize of Rs
5,000 is awarded to both
boys and girls runners up.

Mar Theodosius cup vol-
leyball tournament came
to a spectacular end on
Thursday. Dr  MG
Roymon, Principal Saint
Thomas college, gave away
trophies and cash money
awards to winners which
was as follows: MGM
school sector VI were Girls
champion and Sankara
school sector X were Boys
champion. Girls Runners
up were DPS school Bhilai
and boys runners up were
MGM sector VI.

Present on the occasion
were Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese diocesan educa-
tion officer, Rev Fr PS
Varghese. Executive Vice
Chairman CCET, Rev Fr
Aju K Varghese, treasurer
Saint Thomas Mission and
Rev Fr Kurian John
Principal MGM Public
school. Principals of oth-
ers schools, teachers and
coaches. Vote of thanks
was delivered by Prashant
Sirsat, sports officer
MBVB.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: Swadeshi
Khadi Mahotsava is un-
derway at Civic Center
Weldex Ground, the heart
of the city. This exhibition
cum sale has become a hot
topic of discussion among
the women and youth of
the city. The uniqueness of
this event is that the cus-
tomers are able to get a
collection of more than
80000 designs under one
roof.

The woollen collection
is attracting customers at
the exhibition. Customers
can get attractive
Kashmiri shawls, suits
and different types of
warm clothes, Panipat's
cotton and woollen socks,

gloves as well as Meerut's
Khadi kurtas.

Customers are on a buy-
ing spree as banarasi silk
sarees, Lucknow Chikan,
bed sheets from Pilkhuwa,
as well as AC bedsheets
from Jhansi and many
more are available at very

affordable prices.
10% to 20% special dis-

count is being offered at
all stalls in the exhibition.
Exhibition timings are
from 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM.
Payments are accepted
through Credit and Debit
cards also at all stalls.

National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo felicitates
Actress Rashmi Dewangan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24:
Doordarshan anchor,
model and Chhollywood ac-
tress Rashmi Dewangan
was the special guest at the
grand exhibition of
National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo 2022 at
Grass Memorial Ground,
Civil Line, Raipur on
Sunday. This exhibition is
organised by Shri Krishna
Handloom, Handicrafts
and Village Industries
Committee. Rashmi visited
all the stalls of the exhibi-
tion and oversaw all the
handicrafts and handloom
items. She spoke to the peo-
ple and purchased different
items from them. She was
accorded a warm welcome
at all the stalls and the
shopkeepers took selfies
with her.

At the outset, she lit the
lamps and wished for the
success of the exhibition.
The organisers welcomed
her with flower bouquets.
She interacted with the
customers, shared her ex-

perience and also motivat-
ed everyone to purchase
items from the exhibition.

This exhibition was in-
augurated on 18th
November and will con-
clude on 11th December.
The National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo 2022 has a
vast range of authentic and
traditional silk, cotton
handlooms from different
states of India. Director
Manish Yadav informed
that while Kolkata's Kotha
silk sarees and Bhagalpur's
silk sarees are attracting
women, on the other hand,
Lucknowi chikan and cot-
ton salwar of Uttar

Pradesh's vast range of
girls' apparels are attract-
ing the customers.

A wide range of delec-
table papads and delicious
pickles, dry flowers from
Nagaland, silk sarees from
Bhagalpur, jute bags from
Calcutta, jute chappals and
exotic Khurja crockery are
available. Payments are ac-
cepted through Debit and
credit cards. People can
visit this exhibition from 10
am to 10 pm. To ensure con-
venience of the shoppers,
there is plenty of space for
parking along with other
arrangements in the
ground itself.

Exhibition focused on ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’
inaugurated at Hemchand Yadav University

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: The cul-
tural heritage of
Chhattisgarh is exception-
al in all respect. We should
make every possible effort
to protect Chhattisgarhi
self-respect.

These words were ex-
pressed by the Vice
Chancellor of Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,
Khairagarh, Dr Mamta
Chandrakar on Thursday.
Dr Mamta Chandrakar
was expressing her views
as the chief guest at the
inauguration ceremony of
a grand exhibition fo-
cused on "Hamar
Chhattisgarh" at
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg.

Dr Chandrakar said
that the exhibition would
prove to be a storehouse of
knowledge for the young
generation. She congratu-
lated the Vice Chancellor
of Hemchand Yadav
University and the univer-
sity administration for
this grand event.

While presiding over

the function, Vice
Chancellor of Hemanchad
Yadav University, Durg,
Dr Aruna Palta said that
the main objective of this
exhibition organised by
the University was to pro-
vide all the information
related to Chhattisgarh to
the students under one
roof. More than 100 profes-
sors and over 1000 stu-
dents from 25 colleges af-
filiated to the university
enthusiastically partici-
pated in this exhibition.

Conducting the inaugu-
ration ceremony which
started with the presenta-

tion of Chhattisgarhi
state song Arpa Pairi and
Kulgeet of the University,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,
Dean, Student Welfare, ex-
plained the stalls of the
exhibition in detail, high-
lighting various aspects of
the state of Chhattisgarh.
The Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep in his welcome
address termed the exhi-
bition as a milestone in
the history of the
University.

On this occasion, the
outstanding sportsper-
sons of Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg were ho-

noured with cash rewards
of Rs 15000/-, Rs 12000/-
and Rs 8000/-, medals and
certificates for securing
first, second and third po-
sitions respectively in na-
tional competitions.
During the exhibition, na-
tional level renowned in-
strumentalist Rikhee
Kshatriya presented the
voice of wild animals
through the medium of
the instrument.

Chief Guest Dr Mamta
Chandrakar was felicitat-
ed by Vice Chancellor Dr
Aruna Palta and princi-
pals of various colleges by

presenting mementos and
shawls. A large number of
principals, professors, stu-
dents and common citi-
zens enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the exhibition.

During the exhibition,
stalls focusing on
Chhattisgarh's culture,
sports, food, industrial
policy, higher education,
health, agriculture,
forests, water bodies, reli-
gious places, fasts and fes-
tivals, dishes, costumes
etc. enthralled the visi-
tors. In the end Dr
Prashant Srivastava pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 25,  2022

Swadeshi Khadi Mahotsava
attracts customers

Theodosius cup volley ball tournament concludes at MBVB

Directors of Chit-fund Company 
apprehended within two days

Fun Fest at SRGI on Nov 27
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: A fun
fest is being organised
by Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions
(SRGI). This event will
be held on November
27, 2022, Sunday, from
15:00 hrs in the campus
located at Kohka
Kurud Road.

It will be a fun-filled
day featuring great
shopping, exciting fun-
filled games, delicious
food, traditional art &
craft, apparel & acces-
sories, jewellery & cos-
metics, fashion & style,
automobiles and many
more major attrac-
tions.

There has been a
very good response for
the shopping stalls on

this occasion, all the
stalls have been
booked. Famous actor
of Chhattisgarh Anuj
Sharma will perform
in this event and a live
band will also be pres-
ent for the entertain-
ment of guests.

After enduring three
years of corona pan-
demic students are
very excited about the
fun fest. The event will
see the participation of
SRGI students, faculty
and renowned busi-
ness establishments of
the city.

The platinum spon-
sor of the event is Ajit
Enterprises and a
Selfie Zone will be
sponsored by
Caratlane (A Unit of
Tanishq). There will be

an array of exciting ac-
tivities for all age
groups, the entry to the
event will be free for
the general public to
enjoy. By implement-
ing

ventures in the fun
fest, the professional
knowledge of the stu-
dents increases. Work
is being done for the
all-around develop-
ment of the students
along with the quality
education provided by
the organization.

SRGI Chairman
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta
said that the theme of
the fun fest is commu-
nity unity, one can
enjoy this occasion
with friends, family
and guests.

Notorious thug arrested from Khursipar
BJP leaders meet victims; condemn

BMC for poor civic amenities
Leaders of Bharatiya Janata Party in-

spected the affected areas and also vis-
ited the hospitals to meet the patients.
Shri Ram Janmotsava Samiti Youth
Wing President Manish Pandey visited
the hospitals and met the patients. He
asked the doctors to provide best treat-
ment to the affected people. He also vis-
ited the residences of Late Kush Daharia and Late M Madhvi, who succumbed to
diarrhoea. Vaishali Nagar MLA Vidyaratan Bhasin, BJP leader Sharda Gupta and
others also visited the hospitals to meet the patients. They accused the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation for poor civic amenities. They alleged that the BMC failed
in ensuring clean water supply which resulted in outbreak of diarrhoea. Sharda
Gupta asserted that the BMC officials were responsible for this situation.  



DEMARCATION FOR LEFT TURN

The Traffic police is constructing indicators for left turn on main roads and crossings,
so as to streamline traffic.

PTSU secures 3rd position in East Region Varsity Tennis tournament
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 24: Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University (PRSU)
Tennis team secured
third position in the
Eastern Regional Inter
University Tennis tour-
nament being organised
under the aegis of
Jadhapur University
Kolkata.

According to informa-
tion received, PRSU
boys team defeated
Kashi Vidyapeeth with
the score of 2-1 in the
Hardline match.

Gupta and Ajay
Tandi won their match-
es to ensure team se-
cures third position.
Similarly, the girls
team comprising
Urvashi Banjare and
Pakhi Bhatt helped
PRSU register win
against the Amity
University. Director
Physical Education of
PRSU Dr
Vipinchandra Sharma
and Coaches Rupendra
Singh Chouhan and
Sanjay Shukla congrat-
ulated the player for
the victory.

Sanction maximum PG seats to increase number of specialist doctors: Singhdeo

Raipur, Nov 24: Health
and Family Welfare and
Medical Education
Minister TS Singhdeo
chaired a general body
meeting of the
Autonomous Committee of
Bharat Ratna Late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Memorial
Medical College,
Rajnandgaon today. In a

meeting organized at
Naveen Vishram Bhawan,
Civil Line, Raipur he asked
to increase the number of
specialist doctors in the
state and sanction maxi-

mum PG seats in the med-
ical college.

He instructed to organize
the meeting of the
Autonomous Committee
every three months.

Member of the
Autonomous Committee,
Parliamentary Secretary
Indrashah Mandavi,
Secretary of Health and
Medical Education

Department, Prasanna R,
Commissioner of Durg
Division, Mahadev Kavre,
Director of Medical
Education Department, Dr
Vishnu Dutt, Dean of
Rajnandgaon Medical
College, Dr Renuka Gahine
and Hospital
Superintendent Dr Pradeep
Beck also attended the
meeting.

The Medical Education
Minister also instructed to
make full utilisation of
fund to be received by the
medical college for study
and teaching and strength-
ening infrastructure. To
this end the autonomus
fund should be utilised
fully, he said. He instructed
to ensure judicious utilisa-
tion of amounts to be allot-
ted to proposed funds of the

medical college. The pro-
posal to purchase and in-
stall CCTV for security in
college campus and hostel
premises in accordance
with the parameters of na-
tional medical commission
was approved at the meet-
ing. Singhdeo instructed to
issue tenders for the book-
keeping work of the au-
tonomous branch since the
establishment of the col-
lege. The proposal to in-
crease the salary of the
Casualty Medical Officer
working on contract in
the Medical College was
also approved. The com-
pliance report of the de-
cisions taken in the last
meeting of the commit-
tee was also approved in
the meeting of the au-
tonomous committee.

Seminar on utility of Grammar held at Daga College
Raipur, Nov 24: English
department of Smt
Pramila Gokuldas Daga
Girls College organised a
lecture on “English gram-
mar and its practical utility
in day to day life.”

Prof. Chandan Soni from
Government Lahiri College
Chirmiri Chhattisgarh was
invited to deliver the lec-
ture for enrichment of stu-
dents. Principal of the
College Dr Sangeeta Ghai
graced the inaugural ses-
sion along with the guest.

In the lecture speaker
shared his views on the
English language. He com-
municated with students
that English is not a diffi-
cult language but only a
medium for exchanging
thoughts. Speaker sir pro-
moted students to read
hard cover books rather
than ebooks.

All the aspects of com-
municative English i.e. lis-
tening, speaking, reading
and writing has been deliv-
ered to the student with
masterful ease.

Comparative analysis of
Hindi and English lan-
guage sounds guided un-
derstudies to use English
language comfortably in
our day to day life. Practice
of phonetic sound during

session was the most inter-
esting aspect of today’s ses-
sion. Prof. Soni mesmer-
ized the audience through
his indepth knowledge and
unique style. The stage con-
duction was done by

Kusum Pradhan from the
department of English and
the session was concluded
with a vote of thanks by the
Head of English
Department Dr Smriti
Agarwal. Dr Padma

Sharma, Dr Gayatri
Sharma, Dr Renuka
Bakshi, Dr Aarti Pandey,
Binay Ranjan and all the
faculty members of the col-
lege were present through-
out the session.

BJP approaches EOW on
beautification work scam

Raipur, Nov 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday ap-
proached Economic
Offense Wing (EOW) to
register complaint
against the Mayor
Raipur Municipal
Corporation who they al-
leged in nexus with
Officers, manipulated the
construction works
under beautification of
Road Divider from
Telibandha Chowk to
VIP Turning which smell
corruption. In support to
their allegations, the BJP
Corporators submitted
documents to the office of
EOW seeking probe into
the scam.

Prior to it, the Leader
of Opposition in RMC
Meenal Choubey and
other senior Corportors
including Suryakant
Rathore, Mritunjay
Dubey and Pramod Sahu
while addressing press
conferences alleged that
construction work worth
Rs 2 crore was broken in
small parts in such a way
that they do not require
an online tender and
wanted to complete the
beautification work

under Untitled Works
which smells corruption.
They said that entire ex-
ercise was done at the be-
hest of Mayor to provide
undue benefit to the
Contractors involved in
the beautification work.
They further stated that
half of the beautification
work on the Road Divider
was complete on the day
the Notice Inviting
Tender (NIT) was pub-
lished in the newspaper
which raises question
mark on the Survey con-
ducted by the officers for
the said work. They said
that it was attempt to pro-
vide undue benefit to a
particular Contractor.

BJP leaders further
said that the RMC admin-
istration had not taken
consent from NHAI as
the works had to be car-
ried out on the NHAI
property. They said that
all essential norms have
been ignored under the
patronage of Mayor.
They alleged that the
RMC administration is
misleading them when-
ever they had sought
query into the beautifica-
tion work.

Cong paying for 15 yrs of

‘ramrajya’ of Raman: Baghel

Raipur, Nov 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
informed that discussions
were held on the reserva-
tion in the cabinet and
added that recruitment of
OBC, EWS and ST is done
in the District and there
was no Act and it has been
cancelled by the High
Court. As to how impor-
tant if reservation for dis-
trict is equivalent to that
of one’s life, he added.

Commenting over the
statement by ex-CM Dr
Raman Singh, Baghel
said that as to how peace-
ful and ‘Ram Rajya’ was
there in last 15 years is
what we all are facing the
music and paying for it.
The tribals lost their

land, hundreds of tribals
were sent to jail and liter-
ally over-crowded and in
other cases they were tar-
getted by pointing them
as naxalites. In Jheeram
valley massacre all the
party leaders got mar-
tyred and on this CM
questioned as to whether
this is ‘Ramrajya’? The
way the looting was going
on is seen by all and in 15
years the results came to
fore and the party got lim-
ited to just 15 VS seats.

To another allegation
that no development
work has been carried
out in last four years, CM
Baghel questioned ex-CM
Singh that if work would
have been carried out in
last 15 years than the peo-
ple of Rajnandgaon
would not have been de-
manding roads and also
questioned whether the
roads constructed in last
four years got damaged

so easily. Baghel said that
if at all the erstwhile gov-
ernment would have
worked, then roads would
not have got damaged in
just 4 yrs. Education hub
and other works on stud-
ies is being done by
Congress government
and charged that Raman
Singh garnered vote just
by misleading people
with false claims.

On comment by
Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, Baghel said that
form 2003 to 2012, Raman
Singh had not introduced
reservation and now it
has been done, but it
could not last in HC. For
reservation a special ses-
sion of the Assembly has
been called and the
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
will not have to tender his
resignation, as the
Congress government
will always stand with
the tirbals.

CM Baghel to participate in pre-budget meeting
Raipur, Nov 24:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will participate in the pre-
budget meeting chaired by
the Union Finance
Minister. A meeting of
Finance Ministers of all
the states of the country
has been called at Vigyan

Bhavan in New Delhi on 25
November at 11 am.

Regarding the prepara-
tion of the  Budget 2023-24,
a meeting of the Finance
Ministers of all the States
has been organized by the
Union Finance Ministry to
invite suggestions and pro-
posals from the States.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel will present his
proposals on economic is-
sues related to the state’s
interest. Along with this,
CM will also draw the at-
tention of the Finance
Minister on the pending
demands of the state.

Govt approves drafts of two
amendment bills on quota

Raipur, Nov 24: The
Chhattisgarh cabinet
chaired by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday approved the
draft of two amendment
bills related to reservation
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs in proportion to
the population of different
categories in the state, offi-
cials said.

These bills, which if
passed could take the over-
all quota to 76 per cent,
will be tabled in the
Assembly during its spe-
cial session scheduled on
December 1 and 2, they
said.

As per official sources,
the bills provide 32 per
cent reservation to
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 27
per cent to Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
and 13 per cent to
Scheduled Caste (SC), as
announced in 2019 by the
state government.

The quantum of quota
proposed for Economically
Weaker Section (EWS)

provisioned in the bills
was not disclosed by offi-
cials, though some local
media outlets said it could
be 4 per cent.

Briefing about the cabi-
net’s decisions, state
Parliamentary Affairs
minister Ravindra
Choubey said, “The drafts
of Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
Reservation) Amendment
Act and the amendment
bill related to admission in
educational institutions
were approved.”

CM Baghel had said
reservation benefits in
proportion to the popula-
tion was the right of peo-
ple and the bills are being

brought on this basis,
Choubey said.

“The state government
is serious over the situa-
tion arising following the
Chhattisgarh High Court’s
decision in September. We
have discussed the
Chhattisgarh Quantifiable
Data Commission’s report
that was recently submit-
ted. Reservation will be
based on population data
(of OBC and EWS) provid-
ed by the commission,”
the minister informed.

The Supreme Court has
said EWS reservation can
be up to 10 per cent, which
will also be followed,
Choubey said.

The minister, who re-
fused to give details of
community-wise quota

percentages, said the two
amendment bills related to
reservation in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
in education institutions
will be tabled during the
special session of the
Assembly next month.

In August 2019, the state
cabinet had approved an
ordinance to bring an
amendment to
Chhattisgarh Lok Seva
(Anusuchit Jatiyon,
Anusuchit Jan Jatiyon
Aur Anya Pichhade
Vargon Ke Liye Arakshan)
Adhiniyam, 1994.

The cabinet had ap-
proved to hike OBC reser-
vation to 27 per cent from
the existing 14 per cent,
that of Scheduled Castes
to 13 per cent from the cur-
rent 12 per cent, besides 10
EWS quota.

With the 32 per cent ST
quota remaining un-
touched, the reservation
percentage was set to
reach 82 per cent due to
this decision.

However, in October
2019, the Chhattisgarh
High Court stayed this de-
cision citing unavailabili-
ty of quantifiable popula-
tion data. The state gov-

ernment later constituted
the CGQDC, which sub-
mitted its report on
November 21.

The issue of quota had
flared up in the state after
the Chhattisgarh HC set
aside a 2012 order to raise
quota in education and
jobs in the state to 58 per
cent. The HC had said
breaching of the 50 per
cent quota limit was un-
constitutional.

The HC order had
brought down quota for
STs from 32 per cent to 20
per cent., triggering
protests from various seg-
ments.

Early this month,
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey had writ-
ten to Baghel asking him
to take immediate steps to
restore the 32 per cent
reservation benefits for
tribals, including calling a
special Assembly session
to pass bills.

Subsequently, Baghel
wrote to Assembly
Speaker Charandas
Mahant urging him to con-
vene a special session of
the state on December 1
and 2 on the reservation
issue.
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Meeting of the
Autonomous
Committee of
Rajnandgaon
Government Medical
College 

Instructions given to
organize the meeting of
the committee every
three months

Cong has called special
session of VS on reserva-
tion and party will
always stand with tribals

To be tabled in special
Assembly session on
Dec 1-2

Rajeev Das
Raipur: Senior
Journalist, Central
Chronicle Press,

Rajeev Das
(52 years),
resident of
Sector-1, DD
N a g a r ,
R a i p u r

passed away on June
23, Wednesday. The
final rites were per-
formed on Thursday at
Mahadev Ghat crema-
torium. He was sur-
vived by wife, son and a
daughter.

OBITUARY

Usoor’s decades old forest nursery closed

Bijapur, Nov 24: Bijapur
district coverage is over an
area of ??6562 square kilo-
meters. Bijapur district
has been in existence for
about 15 years. Due to
Indravati National Park,
Bhairamgarh Sanctuary,
Pamed Sanctuary and
Kutru Game Century,
Bijapur district has a dis-
tinct identity in the coun-
try and Chhattisgarh state.

In order to increase the
area of ??forests, the
Forest Department gets
plantation done every year
in increased quantity in
Bijapur district. The forest
department also has forest
nurseries in various places
in the district and in some
places the forest nurseries
have also been closed. One

such nursery used to be in
Usoor village of Bijapur
district which was quite
popular around
Usoor.

According to vil-
lage senior citizens
Morla Samma, Kadati
Kanna, Sodi Kanna
and Kalmu Hurrey, the
nursery in Usoor was
more than six decades old
and in the early days, the
nursery workers used to
get only 50 paise as daily

wage. Most of the people of
the village used to work in
the nursery, at that time

this nursery was a
major means of pro-
viding employment
to the villagers.

The villager in-
formed that in the

nursery of Usoor, high
quality seeds and plants of
teak and bamboo were pre-
pared; these plants were
exported to other cities.
Apart from this, saplings

of mango, guava, banana
and other plants were also
prepared here. The vil-
lagers also informed that
at that time there used to
be a lot of activity around
the nursery, but now this

nursery is completely de-
serted. The area of the
nursery is spread over
about six acres and  the
area of ??this nursery is
also continuously decreas-
ing and now left relict.

Two female bookies arrested for betting
Jagdalpur, Nov 24: The
craving for playing and
practice ‘Satta’ has re-
mained a canker in this
society for the last several
decades and has more less
taken people of every sec-
tion of the society in its
grip. Where earlier men
used to be addicted to it,
now the circumstances
are changing and this bad-
habit has started taking
women in its grip like a
contagious disease. The
stage has come to such an

extent that even the
women are playing bet-
ting by closing the
Khaiwal.

There is such a burning
case in which two female
bookies, Navina Bhuarya
resident of Rabindranath
Tagore ward and Sandhya
Rao resident of Maharani
ward, have been arrested
red-handed by the police
on Tuesday on charges of
betting under Bodhghat
police station area. In this
case, the police have recov-

ered more than Rs 30,000
in cash and betting slips
from both the women. The
police have taken action
against both the women
accused by registering a
case under section 4 (A) of

the Gambling Act.
Bodhghat TI Lalji Sinha

said that the police got in-
formation from the in-
former that some women
in the city are practicing
illegal betting by taking
money from other people.
On tip of an information
given by the informer, two
female bookies have been
identified and arrested
from Rabindranath
Tagore ward and
Maharani ward of the city.
During interrogation,

both the women confessed
their crime. After which
the police arrested both
the accused Navina
Bhuarya resident of
Rabindranath Tagore
ward and Sandhya Rao
resident of Maharani
ward. Police has recov-
ered more than Rs 30000
cash from both the
women. Along with this,
the police have also recov-
ered the slips of ‘satta
patti’ from their posses-
sion.

3500 farmers of Bastar division
deprived of registration: Kashyap

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2244:: BJP State
General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap charged that due to the
negligence of the government,
around 3500 farmers of Bastar
division have been deprived of
registration for paddy purchase.
Because of which farmers will
not be able to sell their paddy
without registration. The govern-
ment is regularly bringing such
provisions which is putting farm-
ers in trouble and may pose por-
blems to them in selling paddy. 

Kashyap charged that in the
Congress rule, sometimes the
area of the farmers is cut and

sometimes the farmers have to
face apathy in registration. The
farmers here have to bear the
brunt of the same. The govern-
ment is continuously misbehav-
ing with the farmers. Due to this
anti-farmer policy of the

Congress, the farmers are facing
lots of troubles. He said that
there is a demand from the gov-
ernment that action should also
be taken against such people,
who are not showing seriousness
in this matter. The administra-
tion should pay attention to the
problems being faced by the
farmers and buy 100 per cent
paddy from the farmers. The
government should stop doing
injustice to the farmers by
changing its policies and warned
that otherwise the party will
have to take on to streets regard-
ing this issue.

Vivekanad Mahavidyalaya
holds ‘Food Fiesta’

Raipur, Nov 24: For the
first time Vivekanad
Mahavidyalaya organized
‘Food Fiesta’ in which stu-
dents learned about com-
merce and management.
The students set food stalls

of different items which
they had prepared from
home. These mouth water-
ing dishes were also sold
by the students. Some stu-
dents expressed their feel-
ings about setting up food

stalls right from young
age and today their dream
has come true. The differ-
ent dishes displayed in-
clude cup cake, tea, idly
and many more. The price
of all these items were fi-
nalized by the students’
themselves. The students
earned profit by selling
the items from their stalls.
The inauguration of food
fiesta was done by college
principal Dr Manoj
Mishra and other profes-
sors by tasting the food at
stalls only after paying
their price. On November
25 dance competition is
scheduled and the last pro-
gramme under V Fiesta is
in November 26 and will
be singing competition.

MLA gives patient hearing to grievances of villagers

Bemetara, Nov 24:
Ashish Chhabra MLA
Bemetara participated in
the section-level
Janchoupal camp organ-
ized at Babamohtra Gram
Panchayat of Bemetara
block under Bemetara as-
sembly constituency and
gave patient hearing to
grievances and problems
of the villagers. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by garlanding the oil
paintings of Maa
Saraswati and
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.

On this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra said that
the Chief Minister of the
state Bhupesh Baghel is
constantly visiting each
assembly constituency,
meeting the common peo-
ple through Janchaupal
and having direct dialogue
with the beneficiaries and
listening to their problems
and is resolving them im-
mediately. It is the inten-
tion of the state govern-
ment that the people of the

village should get maxi-
mum facilities, their life
should be easy and simple
and they should get the
benefits of the schemes of
the government easily.
They should not have to
frequently visit the gov-
ernment offices to solve
the day-to-day problems
and for this purpose all
the departments includ-
ing Collector and CEO
are part of the camp and

try to resolve it on the
spot through section
level Janchoupal camp in
the presence of other de-
partmental officer.

MLA Ashish Chhabra
inspected the stalls set up
by various departments
and distribution of I-
cards to the members of
Mitanin Club on Mitanin
Sisters on Mitani Day.
They were honoured by
presenting them with a

shawl and shreefal. On
this occasion, Lukesh
Verma, President, Block
Congress Committee,
Bemetara, Mrs.
Shashiprabha Gaikwad,
Member, District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Mithilesh Verma, Vice
President, District
Panchayat, Bemetara,
Pancharam Sahu,
President, Service Co-op-
erative Society, Kusmi,
Mrs. Savitri Mohan Sahu,
Sarpanch, Mrs. Savita
Pal, Member, District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Nilesh Vaishnav
Sarpanch, Manoj
Sharma Chairman,
Manoj Gaikwad,
Chitendra Verma,
Harish Sahu, Pranjal
Tiwari, Kamal Sahu,
Prahlad Sahu, Ramu
Lahre, Ramdas Banjare,
Kailash Sahu, Mohan
Sinha, Sushil, Bishat
Sahu, Dhannu Sahu,
Ganeshwar Lahre, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue and a large num-
ber of villagers including
Suruchi Singh, District
CEO Patre were present.

RJDS files written complaint against Sahara India Co.

Raipur, Nov 24: Raipur
Jila Dewangan Samaj
(RJDS) made a written
complaint against Sahara
India Company and all
their branch managers in
Raipur to Azad Chowk
Police Station, Raipur
Superintendent of Police
and a memorandum was
submitted by the society to
ADM in the name of
Raipur Collector.

Raipur jila Dewangan
Samaj was given an appli-
cation by about 100
Dewangan people under
the district. Social people
have clearly mentioned in
the letter that they had in-
vested every paisa
(amount) of their hard
earned money for their
small children and family
in the various savings
schemes run by Sahara
India Company to secure
his future. We are not
being paid by the company
even after completion of
the maturity period of the
invested amount. For
years, we have been plead-

ing for justice, but we have
not found anyone to listen
to the voices of the vic-
tims. Now we are express-
ing our agony in front of
Raipur Jila Dewangan
Samaj, that please help us.

In the general meeting
of Raipur Jila  Dewangan
Samaj, after discussing
this letter, it was decided
that now Raipur jila
Dewangan Samaj will
fight for the rights and
rights of common
Dewangan people.

In this sequence, today
on Wednesday, 23-11-2022,
Raipur Jila Dewangan
Samaj has filled a written
complaint to Azad
Chowk Police Station,

Raipur Superintendent
of Police against Sahara
India Company’s nomi-
nated high-paid employ-
ee (1) Area Manager -
Jivraj Singh (2) Regional
Office Manager -
Somnath Singh (3)
Ashram Branch
Manager - Ghanshyam
Suryavanshi, (4) Pandri
Branch Manager - Alok
Suhani and (5) Krishna
Nagar Branch Manager -
Santosh Sahu. these five
were booked for irregu-
larity with account hold-
ers, misleading people,
giving wrong informa-
tion, The context of ar-
resting and taking action
for defrauding the in-

vestors for personal in-
terest and non-payment
by the company despite
completion of the maturi-
ty period of the amount in-
vested by the common de-
wangan of our society in
various schemes of
Sahara India has done jus-
tice. The complaint letter
was given in writing and a
memorandum was handed
over to Raipur Collector
ADM demanding justice
for the common Devangan
people by adding the matu-
rity amount and its inter-
est till date by Sahara
India Company.

Patron Meghnath
Dewangan, Chandrabhan
Dewangan, Secretary
Manohar Dewangan,
Treasurer Sharad Kumar
Dewangan, Student Cell
President Dinesh
Dewangan, Bhupendra
Dewangan, Balram
Dewangan, Sanju
Dewangan, etc. about 20 of-
ficials were present in this
program. Raipur Jila
Dewangan Samaj
Secretary Manohar
Dewangan shared the
above information with
the press.

RKC shines in Ch’garh State
Closed Squash Ch’ship-2022

Raipur, Nov 24: It is
heartening to note that the
following students partici-
pated in Chhattisgarhi
State Closed Squash
Championship, 2022 at
Squash Complex, Outdoor
stadium, new
Buddhatalab, Raiur from
Nov 16 to 29.

Jaivardhan Singh of 5-A
was adjudged as the win-
ner of Boy’s Under-11 cate-
gory.Divyam Upadhyay of
Class 6B was the runner-
up of Boy’s Under-13.
Aakash Agrawal of Class
7-G reached the quarter
final stage. Jainansh Jain
of Class 8-A became the
winner of Boy’s under-15
category.

Ishant Ramanani of
Class 8-A was the runner-

up in Boy’s under-15 cate-
gory. The second runner-
up positions were claimed
by Jaivardhan Rajendra
Champati Ray of Class 8-F
and Udit Dubey of Class
12-D for boy’s under-15 and
Boy’s Under-17 categories
respectively.

Therefore, it is to be
noted that RKC students
performed commendably
under the guidance of VS
Dubey, Squash Coach, B
Karunakaran, H.O.D.
Sports and SNS Deo. Vice
Principal and Lt. Col.
Avinash Singh, Principal
RKC have praised the ef-
forts made by the students
of RKC and coach for the
sterling performance put
up by RKC’s Squash team
for the feat.

Meeting of High Power
Committee concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 24: The
fourth meeting of the
State Level High Power
Steering Committee of
Mission AMRUT was
held here on Wednesday
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. In the meeting, a
detailed report of water
supply schemes with an
estimated cost of Rs 550
cr was presented to pro-
vide drinking water in
various urban bodies of
the state under the second
phase of Mission
AMRUT.

Besides, the project re-
port of water supply
schemes under Nagar
Panchayat Mana Camp,
Nagar Panchayat
Samoda, Nagar
Panchayat Mandir
Hasaud, Nagar Panchayat
Chandkhuri of Raipur
district Under Mission
AMRUT was presented in

the meeting. Similarly,
the project report was dis-
cussed in detail for the
construction of water
supply schemes in Nagar
Panchayat Fingeshwar in
Gariyaband district,
Nagar Panchayat
Kumhari in Durg district,
Nagar Panchayat
Premnagar in Surajpur
district, Nagar Panchayat
Bodri in Bilaspur district
and Nagar Panchayat
Jhagarkhand, Nagar
Panchayat Khogpani and
Nagar Panchayat Ledri in
Koriya district under
Mission AMRUT.

Secretary (Urban
Administration) Alarmel
Mangai D., Secretary
(Water Resources)
Anbalagan P., SUDA
Chief Executive Officer
Saumil Ranjan Choubey
along with Public Health
Engineering Department
and other departments of-
ficials were present in
this meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing.

‘Mor Mayaru Guruji’ prog
gets Skoch Award

Raipur, Nov 24:
Chhattisgarh has once
again achieved another ac-
complishment at the na-
tional level as the ‘Mor
Mayaru Guruji’ program
run by the Chhattisgarh
State Child Rights
Protection Commission
has been selected to be
awarded with the  Skoch
Award in New Delhi. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia have con-
gratulated the Commission
for this achievement. It is
worth mentioning that this
honor is given by the Skoch
organization after a step-
by-step evaluation which
includes  7 levels, from en-
rollment to the final stage.
Through the ‘Mor Mayaru

Guruji’ programme, the
commission has trained
about 2 thousand teachers
of the state.

The State Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights was declared to re-
ceive the Skoch Award in
an online program today.
Many states from across
the country participated as
entries for this Award.
Chhattisgarh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission Chairperson
Tejkunwar Netam, mem-
bers Pushpa Patle, Asha
Santosh Yadav, Sangeeta
Gajbhiye, Sonal Kumar
Gupta, Augustine Bernard
and Secretary  Prateek
Khare also participated in
the program. All the mem-

bers congratulated the
Chairperson Mrs. Netam.
Commenting on this, she
has given the credit of the
award to the hard work of
the members of the com-
mission.

The ‘Mor Mayaru
Guruji’ program has
trained teachers in an in-
teresting way through
sports and other activities
that aim to protect child
rights.

This program has been
designed in an innovative
way and Its duration has
been kept only for 2 to 3
hours, so that teachers can
easily undergo training.
The commission is of the
view that the relationship
between a teacher and a

child lasts from 5 years to
12 years and is a very cru-
cial time period in a child’s
life as the personality of
the teacher has a deep im-
pact on the children.
Keeping this in mind,
teachers are trained in cer-
tain key points like, under-
standing child rights and
applying them while teach-
ing, things that have to be
emphasized to create a con-
ducive  atmosphere where
students can learn to their
maximum potential, cer-
tain shortcomings that
should  be rectified by the
teachers while teaching,
and talking to the children.
Teachers are trained in all
the fore mentioned points
through this program.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2022

Mainly due to lack of
requirement in this 
forest-rich belt
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Ch’garh bags another
national award

Ch’garh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission to be 
honored in New Delhi

DFO Bijapur Ashok
Kumar Patel said in a
discussion with the
Central Chronicle that
“It is known that there
used to be a nursery in
Usoor long ago. I have
been posted in various
posts since 2009 in this
region. Usoor’s nursery
is almost closed now.
Setting up a nursery is
not the aim of the de-
partment, we have to pre-
pare plants as per the re-
quirements and if there
is no nursery, we will set

up a nursery, he added.
In-charge range officer

Manoj Baghel informed
Central Chronicle over
the phone that “There is
not much consumption
of plants in Bijapur divi-
sion because Bijapur is
said to have 80% forest,
there is no open patch
and accordingly they
prepare nurseries. Long
ago there was a nursery
in Usoor, now it is not ex-
isting. Dugoli’s nursery
has been given more im-
portance in the district.

What officer says



Central Chronicle News

KKaarreellii  BBaaddii,,  NNoovv  2244::  The stu-
dents of the Faculty of
Commerce Government

Higher Secondary School,
Kundel were taken on an edu-
cational tour to Bank of
Baroda branch Megha and
Anand Rice Mill, Mandraud.

First of all, branch manag-
er in the bank, Vitesh
Verma, explained in detail
about types of accounts,
transaction through
cheque, NEFT RTGS bank-
ing fraud, online banking,
counter process.  

After this, Mill Director
Atmaram Sahu, Mohan
Sahu in Anand Rice Mill
Mandraud, explained in de-
tail the methods from ar-
rival of paddy to making
rice and packaging it and
exporting it to foreign
countries.  In the mill, stu-
dents were given informa-
tion about the process of
different units of rice and
they toured the mill.
Principal Rahul Netam,
Mrs. Khileshwari Banpela
Vice Principal, Homendra
Kumar, Teacher
Commerce, Yogesh Nishad,
Shiv Manikpuri and stu-
dents were present on this
occasion.

Uncertainty prevails over new fair ground 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 24: The
state's famous Rajim
Maghi Punni Mela,
which continues for 15
days, is starting from
February 5 this year and
in this context, only 75
days are left for the fair
and the proposed new
fair ground is yet to be fi-
nalized.

It is notable that at
present the state govern-

ment has reserved 75
acres of land in
Chaubebandha Rajim on
the banks of river Parry
for the new fair ground,
but the work of leveling
the land has not been
done properly and farm
ridges, potholes at many
places are visible and
rough land and a budget
of lakhs of crores of ru-
pees will be required for
leveling it further.

It is worth a mention
here that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
given approval of one
crore 85 lakh rupees for

the development of
Rajim Mela in the back-
ward budget session, but
uncertainty prevails over
both the allotment and
usage of the fund.
Meanwhile Sub-

Divisional Magistrate
Pooja Bansal said that the
Public Works
Department has received
instructions to prepare
an architect plan and will
be updated accordingly.

Students get acquainted with the
working system of bank and rice mill

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov 24: District
Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara, in the
weekly time-limit meet-
ing, made a detailed re-
view of the government's
ambitious scheme Narva
Garuva and Bari, and re-
viewed the production
and sale of vermi-com-
post and gave directions.

On the other hand, in-
structions were given to
buy cow urine under
Godhan Nyaya and sell
pesticides made from
cow urine, production of
greens vegetables in all
Gauthans of the districts
and arranging adequate
fodder for animals by do-
nating them in
Gauthans.

Necessary instruc-
tions were given to the
District Education
Officer and all the SDMs
for making bank pass-

books of farmers hold-
ing Forest Rights
Certificates, setting up
KCC, setting up camps at
the panchayat level, dis-
posing of applications by
regularly organizing
Secretariat Day, speeding
up the speed of making
caste certificates.

In relation to organiz-
ing the district level
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
to be held on November
23 and 24, all officers
were given guidelines for
discharging their respon-
sibilities and for success-
ful organization.

DFO Ashok Patel, CEO
District Panchayat
Ravikumar Sahu,
Additional Collector
Pawan Kumar Premi,
Joint Collector Mrs.
Suman Raj, SDM Manoj
Banjare along with dis-
trict level senior officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 24: Tagore
International School, of
Sakri in Bilaspur was pre-
sented with National
Award for 'Swachch
Vidyalaya Puraskar-2022'.
The Principal of the
School Suraj Prakash
Verma received the award
at the hands of the Union
Minister of State Dr
Subhash Sarkar.

At state-level the award
of 'Swachch School' was
presented to Govt High
School, Pali under
Takathpur block and
Principal of High School,
Pali, Dr Rashmi Sing

Dhurve received the
award at the hands of the
Minister of State for
Education Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam in the state-
level felicitation pro-
gramme.

Collector Saurabh
Kumar has extended
greetings to the manage-
ment of both the Schools
for this big achievement.

He also appealed the other
schools to meet upto the
expectations of other
standards laid for
'Swachchata' (Sanitation)
and bring laurels to the
district and state at na-
tional-level.

This award of 'Swachch
Vidyalaya' was organised
jointly by UNICEF
through School Education

Department under
'Samgra Shiksha' based
upon self-assessment of
all the government and
semi-government schools.
Many standards for sani-
tation for the award viz.
water, toilet, hand wash-
ing with soap, operation
and maintenance, behav-
iour change capacity, and
Covid-19 preparedness
and response were under-
lined.

It is meeting upon
these standards that 38
School from Takathpur
block, that the Govt High
School Pali and private
School Tagore
International of Sakri
were selected at state-
level. District Education
officer DK Kaushik has
also extended greetings
for the same.

Farmers come forward to donate 
in ‘Pairadan Maha Abhiyan’

Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Nov 24:
The state government has
launched a campaign to
arrange fodder for the cat-
tle in Gauthan and not to
burn the waste paddy
after Kharif crop harvest-
ing, which is getting its
benefits in various
Gauthans of Magarlod
block.

Under Pairadan Maha
Abhiyan  Farmers are
coming forward to donate
Para in 22 Gouthan in-
cluding Village Hardi,
Belaudi, Rajpur, Amlidih,
Sonewara, Tendubhatha,
Senhabhatha. 122 trol-
leys have arrived in Para
Gauthan. Farmers are
taking a big responsibility
in this campaign of the
government.

The farmers of the
block are doing a good
deed by donating a large
amount of Para for the
management of fodder for
the cattle. It is notable that
the farmers are preparing
for the Rabi crop as soon
as the Kharif crop is har-

vested.
The farmers get in-

volved, in such a situation
that they throw the crop
in the fire in a hurry, due
to which the micronutri-
ents found in the soil be-
come dead. The soil which
becomes barren has a di-

rect effect on the produc-
tion. Smoke rises in the
air which pollutes the at-
mosphere, it increases the
amount of carbon diox-
ide.

This increases the tem-
perature, which is harm-
ful to human health.

Senior Agriculture
Development Officer KS
Nareti is also doing public
relations work to connect
the farmers in Para Daan
Maha Abhiyan, so that
Gothans built under
Narwa Garuva, Ghurwa
and Bari villages can get
Para for cattle fodder. He
told that 72 blocks  Para
donation has been done in
most of the Gothans of
Gothan.

About 40 tractors have
been donated in Rajpur
Gothan. He has also ap-
pealed to the farmers to
donate crop residue and
not to burn it in the fields,
appreciated the donation
of para by the farmers.
Strictly following the in-
structions of the district
administration, the
blocks are being held.

CHMO appeals private 
hospitals to extend support
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 24: As per
instructions by Collector
PS Elma and Chief Health
and Medical Officer
(CHMO) Dr SK Mandal
convened meeting with di-
rectors of Private Medical
Hospitals of the district.

On this occasion he
made an appeal to all the
directors of private med-
ical hospitals to extend
support in National
Health Programmes and
directed them to forward
report about the victims of
road accidents undergoing
treatment in their hospi-
tals to the District Office.

In addition to this he
also asked to share infor-
mation pertaining to fami-
ly welfare programme in-

cluding Tubectomy,
Vasectomy and under lep-
rosy eradication pro-
gramme like leprosy pa-
tients, TB patients and
under Mother and Child
Health Prog about the vac-
cination of children and
others.

Under the non-conta-
gious diseases, informa-
tion was given by Dr
Mandal about free of cost
Chemotherapy to cancer

patients and about dialysis
to Kidney patients. He
asked the Directors of
Private medical hospitals
to refer poor patients to
District Hospital by giving
them information about
such schemes, so that they
can avail this facility.
Apart from this the report
of the fixed health servic-
es be passed onto the dis-
trict office by end of every
month, he added.
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Bihar professor gets ‘jihadi’ threat
Darbhanga, Nov 24 (PTI): 

A professor in this
north Bihar town on
Thursday approached the
police with a complaint
that he has received a let-
ter threatening that “ji-
hadis” will behead him.

Prem Mohan Mishra,
who heads the Chemistry
department in the Lalit
Narayan Mithila
University here, submit-
ted his complaint before
the police station con-
cerned and sent its copies
to the district police chief
and the varsity’s Vice-
Chancellor and pro-VC.

“An FIR has been
lodged on the basis of the
professor’s complaint.
The letter was sent by
speed post. We are trying
to track down the

sender”, said Amit
Kumar, Sub Divisional
Police Officer, Sadar,
Darbhanga.

The sender has signed
off as Alam Parvez and
given his address as Kila
Ghat area in the town.

The letter, written in
Hindi, is scribbled on a
sheet of paper that seems
culled out of a school-
level exercise book.

The sender seems to
have a grouse against a
lab technician in
Mishra’s department
whom he has accused of
abusing an unnamed
“Muslim’s daughter”.

Mishra has been asked
to transfer the technician
away from the city failing
which “jihadis” would de-
capitate ( sar tan se juda’)
him.

The SDPO said “as a
precautionary measure
we have provided police
protection to the profes-
sor. The letter is incoher-
ent, with mention of
many incidents that took
place in the 1990s and peo-
ple who are no longer in
service. Though any seri-
ous political angle seems
unlikely in the case, we
are probing the matter
from all possible angles”.

Meanwhile, Bihar BJP
spokesperson Nikhil
Anand issued a statement
recounting acts of vio-
lence in Rajasthan and
Maharashtra where those
accused of insulting the
Prophet were attacked.

He also demanded a
crackdown against “jiha-
di elements” by the Nitish
Kumar government.

Influential caste body declares support to fledgling party
Kurhani (Bihar), Nov 24 (PTI): 

Former Bihar minister
Mukesh Sahani’s fledgling
Vikassheel Insaaan Party
(VIP) on Thursday re-
ceived support, in the
December 5 by-poll to the
Kurhani Assembly con-
stituency, from an organi-
sation claiming to repre-
sent Bhumihars, a power-
ful upper caste group.

Bhumihar Brahmin
Samajik Front’, based in
Muzaffarpur district
under which the Kurhani
seat falls, declared its sup-
port to VIP candidate
Neelabh Kumar, who be-
longs to the caste, at a
press conference here.

“Interests of the com-

munity matter more than
party,” office bearers of
the organisation said at
the press conference.

A four-year-old outfit,
the VIP now has no mem-
ber in either House of the
state legislature. All its
MLAs had joined the BJP

earlier this year before the
saffron party used its clout
to get Sahani, the founding
president, ousted from the
Nitish Kumar cabinet.

A former Bollywood set
designer, Sahani has since
been left high and dry. He
had openly rejoiced at the
defeat of the BJP in the
by-poll to the Bochahan

Assembly seat though his
own candidate had fin-
ished a distant third.

Sahani was brought
into the NDA in the thick
of the 2020 Assembly polls
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah but the green-
horn burnt bridges with
the BJP later on.

In Kurhani, the primary
contest is between the BJP
and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U). Though
Sahani, who uses the nick-
name “son of Mallah” to
highlight his caste, has
been claiming that his
party will win the seat, he
is being seen in political
circles as a “spoiler” who
will queer the pitch for the
two main players.

Senior BJP leader and
former minister Suresh
Sharma, who is the
founder of the “Bhumihar
Brahmin Samajik Front”,
made light of the an-
nouncement of support
for the VIP candidate.

“It was a social organi-
sation, never meant to
dabble in politics. It has
taken a wrong turn, a rea-
son why I am no more in-
volved in its day-to-day ac-
tivities,” said Sharma,
who is actively campaign-
ing for Kedar Prasad
Gupta, a former MLA who
has been fielded by the
BJP in the by-election ne-
cessitated by the disquali-
fication of RJD MLA Anil
Sahani.

Nine booked for cheating after trader’s
farm produce goes missing 

Latur, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Police have registered a
case of cheating against
nine traders after the farm
produce worth Rs 2.42
crore purchased by anoth-
er merchant and kept in a
warehouse in Latur city of
Maharashtra went miss-
ing from the place, an offi-
cial said.

The case was registered
at the MIDC police station
on Monday as per the
court orders, sub-inspec-
tor Sandip Karad said.

“Based on the com-
plaint lodged by Praveen
Manik Mane, a case was
registered against the
nine traders. The com-
plainant, who is also a
trader, claimed that he
had stored 1,000 sacks of
udid (black gram) and
1,705 sacks of soybean in
the warehouse located in
MIDC area of Latur,” he
said on Wednesday.

When the complainant
came to know that the
goods has gone missing
from the warehouse, he
sought answers from
these nine traders, but
they gave evasive replies,

he added.
The complainant then

moved the district court,
which ordered the police
that a case be registered
against the nine traders.

As per the court orders,
the case was registered at
MIDC police station on
Monday under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sections
420 (cheating), 403 (dishon-
estly misappropriating or
converting to one’s own
use any movable proper-
ty), 406 (criminal breach of
trust), 147 (rioting), 34
(common intention) and
investigation into the case
is on.

Situation tense but peaceful 

Shillong, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The situation along the
Assam-Meghalaya border,
where six people were
killed in a village follow-
ing violent clashes, re-
mained tense but peaceful
and a large number of se-
curity personnel have
been deployed in the area,
a senior official said on
Thursday.

Restrictions under
Section 144 of the CrPC
have also been imposed in
the clash site and sur-
rounding areas, she said.

“The situation is peace-

ful and a strong presence
of security personnel have
been ensured till the at-
mosphere normalises
completely. Our magis-
trates are visiting the
place daily,” the official
told PTI.

Meanwhile, the
Meghalaya government
extended suspension of
mobile internet services
in at least seven Khasi-
Jaintia Hills districts in
the eastern part of the
state till Saturday, officials
said. “To prevent misuse
of social media to disturb
peace and tranquillity, and
to maintain law and order,
mobile internet and data
services stand withdrawn
for a period of 48 hours,”
Home Department
Secretary CVD Diengdoh

told PTI.
Mobile internet services

were suspended in the
seven districts on Tuesday,
hours after the violence
erupted.

Six people, including a
forest guard, were killed in
violence at a disputed loca-
tion in West Karbi
Anglong district along the
Assam-Meghalaya border
in the early hours of
Tuesday, after a truck al-
legedly laden with illegal-
ly felled timber was inter-
cepted by forest personnel
of Assam.

Assam has restricted
entry of vehicles from the
state to Meghalaya, follow-
ing a series of attacks on
passenger cars there in the
aftermath of the incident.

At various entry points

to Meghalaya from Assam,
police personnel put up
barricades and asked peo-
ple not to visit the hill
state in vehicles bearing
number plates of Assam.

“We are requesting peo-
ple not to travel to
Meghalaya in Assam-reg-
istered cars. If there is any
urgency, they should hire
a Meghalaya taxi from the
border points,” Deputy
Commissioner (East) of
Guwahati Police
Sudhakar Singh told PTI.

He, however, said there
is no such restriction on
commercial vehicles like
trucks and tankers.

Asked how long the
curbs will continue, Singh
said: “I cannot say that im-
mediately, it all depends on
the situation.”

‘No divorce for man who falsely claimed his wife was HIV+’
Mumbai, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court has refused to
grant divorce to a 44-
year-old man from Pune
who falsely claimed his
wife was HIV positive
due to which he suffered
mental agony.

A division bench of
Justices Nitin Jamdar
and Sharmila
Deshmukh in its order
of November 16 dis-
missed the appeal filed
by the man in 2011, chal-
lenging an order passed
by a family court in
Pune the same year re-
fusing his petition for di-
vorce.

The man has not pro-
duced any evidence that

his wife had tested posi-
tive for HIV, which
caused him mental
agony, the HC said,
adding that his prayer
for grant of divorce on
the ground of irretriev-
able breakdown of mar-
riage is liable to be re-
jected outright.

The couple got mar-
ried in March 2003 and
the man claimed his
wife was of whimsical
nature, stubborn, short-
tempered and did not be-
have properly with him
or his family members.

She had also suffered
from tuberculosis and
later with herpes, the
man further claimed.

As per his plea, a test
later conducted on his

wife in 2005 revealed she
was HIV positive.

The man subsequently
sought divorce.

The wife, however, re-
futed the claims and said
her HIV test had come
out negative, but still her
husband spread ru-
mours about this among
her family members,
thus causing mental
agony to her.

The HC bench in its
order said the man
failed to produce the
medical report of his
wife showing she was
HIV positive.

“There is not an iota of
evidence produced by
the petitioner husband
that the respondent wife
had tested positive for

HIV, which caused him
mental agony or that the
wife has treated him
with cruelty,” the high
court said.

“In spite of the med-
ical report which shows
the test result as HIV
DNA “not detected”, the
petitioner has refused to
co-habit with the respon-
dent and defamed the re-
spondent in the society
by informing relatives
and friends that the re-
spondent has tested posi-
tive,” it said.

Hence, the husband’s
prayer for grant of di-
vorce on the ground of
irretrievable breakdown
of marriage is liable to
be rejected outright, the
bench said in its order.

Pre-Covid day scenes back in Odisha Assembly

Bhubaneswar, Nov 24 (PTI): 

As the Odisha
Assembly’s winter session
commenced on Thursday,
the House wore the look of
pre-Covid days with mem-
bers, without wearing
masks, freely mingling
among themselves in the
absence of social distanc-
ing norms.

No hand sanitiser or
soaps were kept at select
spots as was the rule dur-

ing the earlier sessions
held in the past two years.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik was also present
in the Assembly. Barring
once, he had attended the
House virtually in these
two years. The press
gallery also witnessed full
attendance as the re-
porters for the first time
since 2020 were allowed to
sit in their place after the
government withdrew all
the restrictions imposed
in the wake of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

“It is good that we can
freely perform our re-

sponsibilities. No social
distancing, masks. Happy
to see the press gallery
full,” Congress Chief
Whip Taraprasad
Bahinipati said.

A majority of the rul-
ing Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
members were away cam-
paigning for the
Padampur by-poll to be
held on December 5.

Leader of Opposition
Jaynarayan Mishra of
the BJP, Leader of the
Congress Legislature
Party Narasingha Mishra
and the lone CPI(M) MLA
Laxman Munda came to

the Assembly while two
senior BJD members
Prafulla Samal and
Prafulla Kumar Mallick
attended the proceedings
through video conference
from Lok Seva Bhavan,
the state secretariat.

Obituary references
were made in memory of
deceased members Bijay
Ranjan Singh Bariha, BC
Sethi, Golak Bihari Naik,
Kapil Narayan Tiwari,
Gopanadaran das and
Adikanda Sethi.

The session will have 33
working days with five
no-meeting days.

Art exhibition explores elements of spirituality
New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Inspired by her visits to
religious places across
India, an artist here has cre-
ated a series of artworks
with elements of spirituali-
ty, evoking thoughts about
“the creator”, the mysteries
of the universe and the
inner space. The art exhibi-
tion, “Antarman: A journey
within”, by Shruti Goenka
at India Habitat Centre
showcases artworks based
on her visit to monasteries

in Ladakh, Ganga ghats in
Varanasi, Kedarnath tem-
ple, historical Buddhist site
Kanheri caves in Mumbai,
and temples of south India.
The show is curated by
Sangeeta K Murthy. “The
meaning of spirituality can
be different to every human
being. For some it can be an
experience that creates a
system of personal beliefs
in a religion or god, for
some it can be just connect-
ing with something bigger
than yourself, for others it

can be in the form of serv-
ice to humanity or connect-
ing with nature, art, yoga,
meditation etc”, Goenka
said. Be it the Buddha in
‘Vajradhara’ position, sever-
al forms of mindfulness and
compassion through White
Tara, Goenka’s subjects are
depicted in her signature
style wherein she has used
various hand mudras, lotus
and lotus leaves, koi fish,
water waves, ever expand-
ing circles — all made in vi-
brant colour schemes.

21% candidates in first phase of Guj polls face criminal cases

Ahmedabad, Nov 24 (PTI): 

A total of 167 candi-
dates, out of the 788 con-
testing the 89 seats in the
first phase of Gujarat
Assembly election, have
criminal cases against
them, with 100 of them fac-
ing serious charges like
murder and rape, a report
by the Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said on Thursday.

With this, 21 per cent of
the candidates in fray have
criminal cases against
them, while 13 per cent are
facing serious charges.

The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP), which is contesting
88 seats out of the total 89,
tops this list among major
political parties in the fray
with 36 per cent of its can-
didates having criminal
cases. Thirty per cent of
its candidates are facing
serious cases such as mur-
der, rape, assault, kidnap-
ping, among others, the
ADR said in its report. The
number of candidates hav-
ing criminal cases fielded
by the AAP is 32.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
party is followed by the
Congress, which has field-
ed 35 per cent of its candi-
dates with criminal cases.
Twenty per cent of such
candidates are facing seri-
ous cases. The grand old
party is contesting all 89
seats in the first phase and
the number of candidates

with criminal cases field-
ed by it is 31, the report
said. The ruling BJP,
which is also contesting
all seats in the first phase
of the election, has fielded
14 candidates with crimi-
nal records.
Percentagewise, such can-
didates account for 16 per
cent of its total number
and 12 per cent are facing
serious charges, the ADR
said in its report.

The Bharatiya Tribal
Party (BTP), which is con-
testing 14 seats in the first
phase, has four candidates
(29 per cent) with declared
criminal cases. A total
seven per cent of its candi-
dates have serious crimi-
nal cases this time.

In the 2017 Assembly
elections, 15 per cent of
candidates contesting in

the first phase had crimi-
nal cases against them,
the report said, adding
that eight per cent of the
candidates then had seri-
ous criminal cases.

Some candidates with
serious criminal cases are
Janak Talaviya (BJP) and
Vasant Patel (Congress),
the report said.

Of the 167 candidates
from the first phase, 100
have declared serious
cases against them in
their affidavit submitted
to the Election
Commission. These in-
clude nine cases of crime
against women, three
cases of murder and 12
cases of attempt to mur-
der. In 2017, there were 78
such candidates in the
fray in the first phase, it
added.

BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATION 

Artists perform as part of celebrations for 400th birth anniversary of Lachit Borphukan
inside the premises of Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra, in Guwahati, Thursday.

MOCK DRILL

NDRF, Civil Defence, Fire Services and Indian Railway staff conduct a real time mock
drill simulating a major accident at Indian Railway Institute of Disaster Management
(IRIDM), Hejjala, in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Busted 
 Panaji: Six persons

were arrested on
Thursday for allegedly
running a fake call
centre in Chimbel in
Goa to dupe citizens of
the United States of
America on the pre-
text of approving loan,
medical bills, a police
official said. The raid
was carried out in
Chinchwada by a
Crime Branch team
under Inspector
Vishwajit Chodankar,
a police spokesperson
said.

Mishap
 Gurugram: A six-

year-old girl died after
allegedly being hit by
a speeding motorcycle
in a village near
Manesar, police said
on Thursday. The inci-
dent happened in
Dhana village on
Wednesday, they said,
adding the deceased
has been identified as
Anshika Sharma.
According to a com-
plaint filed by the
minor’s father, the in-
cident took place
around 6:30 pm when
her daughter was re-
turning from tuition
with her mother.

Seized
 Kolkata: The West

Bengal CID along with
the Dakshin Dinajpur
district police has ar-
rested a 33-year-old
inter-state drug ped-
dler from Balurghat
and seized 8,000
banned Yaba tablets
from his possession, a
senior official said on
Thursday. Acting on a
tip-off, the CID’s nar-
cotics unit sleuths
along with the
Dakshin Dinajpur
Detective Department
conducted a raid in the
district headquarters
and apprehended the
person from the
Balurghat public bus
stand area on
Wednesday, he said.

Apology
 Mumbai: Actor Richa

Chadha, who kicked
up a storm with her
tweet in which she ap-
parently referred to
the deadly clash in
Galwan Valley in 2020,
issued an apology on
Thursday. In the now-
deleted tweet, the
actor had written
“Galwan says hi” in
response to the
Northern Army
Commander Lt
General Upendra
Dwivedi’s statement
that the Indian Army
is “waiting for orders
from the govt (sic)” in
reclaiming Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

Sentence
 Agartala: A court in

Tripura’s Khowai dis-
trict sentenced a 40-
year-old man to death
for murdering five peo-
ple, including his two
daughters, elder broth-
er, a police inspector
and a passerby, in a
killing spree last year.
The court of District
and Sessions Judge
Sankari Das, after hear-
ing the arguments,
awarded capital punish-
ment on Wednesday.

Arunachal CM Pema
Khandu during the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of
Biru village, in West Siang
district.

Along violence-hit
Assam-Meghalaya
border

 From warehouse

BIHAR BYPOLL 

AAP tops list, 
followed by Cong,
BJP: Report

As MLAs mingle
without masks
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Islamabad, Nov 24 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday chose Lt
Gen Asim Munir as the

new Army chief to suc-
ceed incumbent
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, ending the sus-
pense over the key ap-
pointment.

Bajwa, 61, is sched-
uled to retire on
November 29 after a
three-year extension.
He has ruled out seek-
ing another extension.

Lt Gen Sahir
Shamshad Mirza had

been picked as the
Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC).
Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb
made the announcement
on Twitter. “The summa-
ry about (appointments)
has been sent to the
President,” Marriyum
Aurangzeb tweeted. Both
officers have also been
promoted to four-star
generals.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif told the
media after the appoint-
ments that the “advice”
had been forwarded to
President Arif Alvi,
adding that all matters
had been settled accord-
ing to the law and the
Constitution. He called
on citizens to refrain
from viewing it through
a “political lens”.

Pak PM picks Lt Gen Asim
Munir as new Army chief

Beijing, Nov 24 (AP):

Police beat workers
protesting over a pay dis-
pute at the biggest factory
for Apple’s iPhone, whose
new model is delayed by
controls imposed as
China tries to contain a
surge in COVID-19 cases.

Foxconn, the biggest
contract assembler of
smartphones and other
electronics, is struggling
to fill orders for the
iPhone 14 after thousands
of employees walked
away from the factory in
the central city of
Zhengzhou last month fol-
lowing complaints about
unsafe working condi-
tions.

China’s status as an ex-
port powerhouse is based
on factories such as
Foxconn’s that assemble
the world’s consumer
electronics, toys and other
goods. The ruling
Communist Party is try-
ing to contain the latest
wave of outbreaks with-
out shutting down facto-

ries and the rest of its
economy as it did in early
2020. Its tactics include
“closed-loop manage-
ment,” under which work-
ers live in their factories
with no outside contact.
Foxconn offered higher
pay to attract more work-
ers to the Zhengzhou fac-
tory to assemble the
iPhone 14, which sells
starting at USD 799 in the
United States.

On Tuesday, a protest
erupted after employees
who had travelled long
distances to take jobs at
the factory complained
that the company
changed terms of their
pay, according to an em-
ployee, Li Sanshan. Li
said he quit a catering job
when he saw an advertise-
ment promising 25,000
yuan (USD 3,500) for two
months of work. That
would be a significant
hike over average pay
for this type of work in
the area. After employ-
ees arrived, the compa-
ny said they had to work

two additional months at
lower pay to receive the
25,000 yuan, according to
Li. “Foxconn released
very tempting recruiting
offers, and workers from
all parts of the country
came, only to find they
were being made fools of,”
he said.

Videos online showed
thousands of people in
masks facing rows of po-
lice in white protective
suits with plastic riot
shields. Police kicked and
hit a protester with clubs
after he grabbed a metal
pole that had been used to
strike him. People who
shot the footage said it
was filmed at the site.

The protests in
Zhengzhou come as the
ruling Communist Party

faces rising frustration
about restrictions in
areas across China that
have closed shops and of-
fices and confined mil-
lions of people to their
homes. That has boiled
over into protests in some
cities. Videos on social
media show residents
tearing down barricades
set up to enforce neigh-
bourhood closures.

The ruling party prom-
ised this month to try to
reduce disruptions by
shortening quarantines
and making other
changes. But the party is
sticking to a “zero-
COVID” strategy that
aims to isolate every case
while other governments
relax controls and try to
live with the virus.

Protesting workers beaten at Chinese iPhone factory

Toronto, Nov 24 (PTI):

An 18-year-old Indian-
origin teenager has been
stabbed to death at a high
school parking lot by an-
other teenager in Canada’s
British Columbia
province, police said.

The victim was identi-
fied as Mehakpreet Sethi,
who was stabbed at the
Tamanawis Secondary
School’s parking lot in
Surrey on Tuesday by a 17-
year-old following a fight
between the two, the
Vancouver Sun newspaper
reported. The principal of
the school confirmed on
Tuesday that a fight took
place in the parking lot but
the victim was not a school
student, according to the

report. “At this time, it is
believed that the suspect
and the victim were known
to each other and that this
was an isolated incident,”
Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team’s Sgt.

Timothy Pierotti was quot-
ed as saying in the report.

The 17-year-old suspect
was identified by witnesses
and arrested.

Canada’s national police
force’s Surrey spokesper-
son Cpl. Vanessa Munn
said police were called
about the attack shortly
after noon.

“Police arrived within
minutes and immediately
began life-saving meas-
ures,” Munn said.

“The 18-year-old victim
was transported to the hos-
pital, however despite all
attempts to revive the indi-

vidual, he has succumbed
to his injuries.” she was
quoted as saying in the re-
port. The Integrated
Homicide Investigation
Team (IHIT) called on the
school students who wit-
nessed the deadly fight to
come forward with any in-
formation they possess.

Indian-origin teenager stabbed to death in Canada

WHO, CDC: A record 
40 million kids miss

measles vaccine dose
LLoonnddoonn,,  NNoovv  2244  ((AAPP))::  The World
Health Organisation and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention say measles immunisa-
tion has dropped significantly
since the coronavirus pandemic
began, resulting in a record high of
nearly 40 million children missing a
vaccine dose last year. In a report
issued Wednesday, the WHO and
the CDC said millions of children
were now susceptible to measles,
among the world’s most conta-
gious diseases.

In 2021, officials said there were
about 9 million measles infections
and 128,000 deaths worldwide. The
WHO and CDC said continued
drops in vaccination, weak disease
surveillance and delayed response
plans due to COVID-19, in addition
to ongoing outbreaks in more than
20 countries, mean that “measles
is an imminent threat in every
region of the world.”

T he World Cup football is
in full cry. So is the politi-

cal soccer game in Kerala. The
only difference is that, unlike in
the Qatar extravaganza, politi-
cal parties in the state, especial-
ly the Congress, are busy scor-
ing self goals! The latest episode
which betrays the Congress
party’s proclivity to commit po-
litical hara-kiri relates to the
Shashi Tharoor issue. As it has
done on so many occasions in
the past, the Congress leader-
ship, both at the central level
and at the state levels, are mis-
handling the issue and exposing
itself for further fragmentation
– a luxury the party, which is at-
tempting a comeback in the
State, can ill-afford at this criti-
cal juncture.

It all started when
Thiruvananthapuram MP and
senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor decided to undertake a
tour of the Malabar region for
“strengthening the party”. The
Congress leadership, which has
always had an uneasy relation-
ship with Tharoor, immediately
smelled a rat. Although Kerala
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC) president K

Sudhakaran said there is no bar
on Tharoor embarking on his
“Malabar mission”, a section,
led by leader of the Opposition,
V D Satheesan felt that his activ-
ities amounted to promoting
groupism. Satheesan’s stand
shows that the party leadership
is divided on the issue. The
Congress High Command on its
part, has let it be known that it
supports the party’s state lead-
ership in the matter and that it
would intervene if it files a com-
plaint against Tharoor for
‘flouting the party line”.

Tharoor countered the argu-
ment by emphatically denying
that he was trying to form his
own group in the party, already
riven by groupism. All that he
was interested in doing was  en-
sure total unity in the party, in-
stead of forming his own group.
This being the reality, he said he
was hurt by the insinuations of
the   Leader of the Opposition.
Kozhikode MP M K Raghavan,
who is a staunch Tharoor loyal-
ist and who is supervising his
Malabar tour, also said that
such remarks were uncalled for.
Raghavan is of the firm view
that the Congress in Kerala
needs a leader of Tharoor’s
stature, calibre and popularity
to revive the party’s waning for-
tunes.

Be that as it may, the party’s
state leadership has been rat-
tled by the enthusiastic wel-
come being accorded to Tharoor
by the rank and file of the
Congress. Party leaders may be
conspicuous by their absence
from his functions. But the
workers clearly do not share the
misgivings and fears being

voiced by the leaders in the
state. The perception that
Tharoor is one of the leaders
who can energise the Congress
in Kerala is growing and acquir-
ing added resonance. This has
not been to the liking of
Tharoor baiters in the State,
Whatever their views, there is
no denying that Tharoor has
wide acceptance among the peo-
ple, especially among women
and youth. That was evident
during his campaign for the
AICC president’s post. The fact
that he is a three-time MP from
Thiruvananthapu-ram bears
eloquent testimony to his im-
mense popularity. Not many
senior leaders backed him, but
young Congress leaders openly
stood by him and participated
enthusiastically in Tharoor’s
campaign, much to the dismay
of the central as well as state
leaderships.

What has caused serious con-
cern among the Congress lead-
ership in the state is the warm
welcome the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML), the sec-
ond most important partner in
the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF), gave
him during his tour of the
M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d
Malappuram district. Of
course, IUML leaders scrupu-
lously avoided commenting on
the internal conflict of the
Congress. But they made no se-
cret of their liking for Tharoor,
who is conducting a strong
campaign against the forces of
communalism. The anti-BJP
stance is Tharoor’s USP, and
the IUML is fully supportive of
his firm stand against the RSS-

BJP combine. This has to be
viewed against KPCC chief
Sudhakaran’s frequent pro-
RSS statements in the recent
past, which dented the party’s
anti-BJP credentials badly. Not
surprisingly, Sudhakaran’s
stand has not been to the liking
of IUML. Hence the party’s ef-
fusive welcome to Tharoor.

The Congress leadership –
both at the central and state
levels – must realize the serious
mistake they are making by
targeting Tharoor. If the
party’s comeback attempt is to
succeed, the leadership must
cry  a halt to the anti-Tharoor
utterances. Of course, for
form’s sake the KPCC chief has
asked the leaders to stop public
criticism of Tharoor. But it is
observed more in its breach
than observance. Party leaders,
with the exception of Lok
Sabha MP, K Muralidharan, are
committing a big political blun-
der by trying to humiliate
Tharoor. The Congress leader-
ship’s arrogance and indiffer-
ence have already caused the
exit of a few capable leaders
like Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
is now a Minister in the Modi
Cabinet. The Congress cannot
afford to lose more leaders. The
effort should be to accommo-
date the likes of Tharoor who
is an asset to the party and uti-
lize his qualities of head and
heart to revive the party both at
the central and state levels.
Continued demonization of
him would only cost the party
dear, seriously weakening its
attempt to stage a comeback
both in the State and at the
Centre.
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Is BJP Anti-Bangali?
If nominating a candidate to

contest against Draupadi
Murmu in Presidential elec-
tion bears testimony to "ha-
tred towards tribals" ; then by
this very "logic", it gets clear-
ly "proved" that the BJP-led
NDA is staunch "anti-Bengali"
for nominating PA Sangma to
contest against Pranab
Mukherjee in 2012
Presidential election. Either
confess that the party indeed
practices blatant racism
against Bengalis or admit that
the speaker engages in cheap
bankrupt rhetoric just to win
polls.   It is very tragic to wit-
ness how democratic battle of
political ideologies are dis-
gracefully twisted to "demo-
graphic war" of sorts so as to
boost mere vote bank. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  HHoollkkaattaa

SC’s anguish
The anguish expressed by

the Supreme Court on the ap-
pointment of Election
Commissioners is genuine and
disturbing . It is also true
about appointments in other
constitutional bodies. Taking
advantage of the silence of
the Constitution on such
points, governments tend to
exploit the situation to their
advantage. Resultantly, these
bodies, which are expected to
work independently of gov-
ernment’s influence, lose their
independence. Most of the
time, it is apparent that their
decisions are unduly influ-
enced by the government of
the day and that defeats the
very purpose of constituting
such bodies by our
Constitution founders. The
Supreme Court should consti-
tute a body/committee com-
prising of top legal and consti-
tutional experts under its di-
rect control to suggest
changes/clarify the ambigui-
ties so as to remove them.
These recommendations
should be ratified by
Parliament so that these be-
come the law of the land and
no government can exploit
these for its political benefits.

NNKK  GGoossaaiinn,,  BBaatthhiinnddaa

A long shot
Top General of Indian Amy

said in a statement that army
ready to execute orders on
taking back POK. Not with-
standing the Army’s readi-
ness, such a possibility does
not exist, at least for now. In
fact, one has to read between
the lines the statement made
of the Northern Army
Commander that ‘the military
is always ready to make sure
that ceasefire understanding
is never broken as it is in the
interest of both nations’ to
draw some worthy conclusion.
Even Pakistan may be aware
of the immediate fallout of
such a misadventure. No won-
der it has been taking re-
course to proxy war instead of
indulging in any direct con-
frontation with India.

VViinnaayyaakk  GG,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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Students celebrate during the fourth convocation of Harcourt Butler Technical University, in Kanpur, Thursday, Nov. 24.

CONVOCATION

L ack  of  employment  opportunities  is  a  serious problem in India.
The Rozgar Mela (employment fair)   is   a   step   towards   fulfill-

ment   of   the commitment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to give top
priority to job generation. At the sametime,   the   government’s   recent
Rozgar   Mela initiative, which promises to offer 10 lakh jobs, is an oblique
admission of this complex situation. Last month, appointment letters were
handed over to 75,000 newly inducted appointees at Rozgar Mela.
Appointment letters were given for several posts including   Central
Armed   Police   Force,   Sub Inspector, Constable, and Income Tax
Inspectors, among others. This time, the posts of teachers, lecturers,
nurses,   nursing   officers,   doctors, pharmacists, radiographers and other
technical and paramedical posts are also being filled up. The Central gov-
ernment can go on a hiring spree as it recently  admitted  that  around  10
lakh  posts  in various Central government departments were lying vacant.
The Rozgar Mela most likely see BJP-ruled  states  taking  part  and  filling
up  some vacancies  in  state  departments.  When  Prime Minister
Narendra    Modi    handed    out    the appointment letters, he pointed out
that similar campaigns have been held in NDA-ruled states and union terri-
tories in the past one month. "This is the double benefit of  double engine
governments. The campaign to hand over appointment letters to the youth
shall continue in a sustained manner," was his   message,   loud   and
clear.   Double engine government has been a campaign issue for the BJP
in  several  assembly  elections,  including  the recently concluded in
Himachal and the upcoming polls in Gujarat. Tripura too will go to polls
early next year. The prime minister said in the past one month  alone
union  territories  and  NDA-ruled states  have  handed  out  appointment
letters  to thousands of youth. In the past one month alone, Maharashtra
and   Gujarat   have   handed   out thousands of appointment letters. A few
days back, Uttar  Pradesh  government  too  has  handed  out appointment
letters to several youth. Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Chandigarh too have organized Rozgar Melas and handed out jobs to thou-
sands of youth.The holding of Rozgar Mela showed that the government
was  working  in  mission  mode  to provide jobs to the youngsters of  the
country. The Prime Minister's Office said the campaign is a step towards
fulfilling his commitment to according highest priority to employment
generation, and it is expected to be a catalyst in creating more jobs and
providing  meaningful  opportunities  to  the youth for their empowerment
and participation in national development directly. The government has
long  remained  in  denial  mode  on  the  issue  of employment and the
quality of jobs. It asserts thatstart-ups  and  the  gig  economy  were  creat-
ing millions of jobs. This claim has been belied by various job surveys—
both government and private sector. Start-ups are creating jobs, but many
of them have disrupted existing businesses, making several old business
establishments redundant. So, a lot of people who were employed else-
where are joining the now famously known gig economy.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

25th November is observed as International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women to raise awareness

around the world that women are subjected to rape, domestic violence and
other forms of violence. The crime against women seem to be increasing at
an alarming rate. Crime is endemic to the human condition, but a crime
specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunately, the
one that is punished least. It is found that the media exposure and all the
legislation have little impact. Legislation introduced by the government is
often merely tokenism. One would find that the problem before the majori-
ty of women in our country is not equality but survival. There is scarcely a
day when cases of rape or a dowry murder are not reported from different
parts of the country.  The pati-parmeshwar has rudely and gradually been
brought down to earth. The scenario for women seems grim indeed and
this will continue so long as the basic social and economic structures re-
main unchanged and the implementing and law and order agencies show
indifference. The thinking of society has to change and parents must value
their daughters on a par with their sons and should give them the same ad-
vantages and means of independence.  The law which is implemented for
this purpose must also demonstrate that it will come down with a heavy
hand on offenders otherwise we can put an to this problem. Despite the ex-
isting legislation to protect women’s rights women hesitate to take any
step because of their own weak social and economics status. The move-
ment for improving women’s status should form part of the struggle
against all inequalities and indignities prevalent in society. I would like to
point out that while laws alone cannot put an end to evils that are endemic
in the social structure, the government can at least make some attempt to
take it s own enactments seriously. The condition of women is one of the
most remarkable circumstances in the manner of nations. Among rude
people the women are generally degraded, among civilised people they are
exalted." If the stories of rape and torture of women in India that have hit
the headlines recently are anything to go by, then can we consider India to
be a developing  country? Among the worst countries in crime, India has an
abhorrent track record in all forms of sexual exploitation. In homes, on
streets, in public transports, at offices, even on vacations. No place is safe.
And the most terrible fall out of this is the lack of self worth and feeling of
degradation following the emotional and physical trauma that constant ha-
rassment creates. Such is the recurrence of these incidents that Delhi has
earned the ignoble nickname of the ‘Rape Capital’. While most cases go un-
reported as it is considered an act that puts one to shame, only 20% of the
registered cases for sexual harassment reach actual conviction. 

IInn  eevveerryy  1100  rraappee  ccaasseess,,66  aarree  ooff  mmiinnoorr  ggiirrllss..
Every 7 minutes, a crime is committed against women.
Every 26 minutes, a women is molested.
Every 34 minutes, a rape takes place.
Every 42 minutes, a sexual harassment incident occurs.
Every 43 minutes, a women is kidnapped.
Every 93 minutes, a women is burnt to death over dowry.
A shameful plight!!!
The thinking of society has to change and parents must value their

daughters on a par with their sons and should give them the same advan-
tages and means of independence. It is rightly pointed out that “The sub-
ject of gender based violence, especially against women is complex, multi-
layered.” The crime is an endemic to the human condition, but a crime
specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunately, the
one that is punished least. One would find that the problem before the ma-
jority of women in our country is not equality but survival. There is scarcely
a day when cases of rape or a dowry murder are not reported from differ-
ent parts of the country.  Despite the existing legislation to protect
women’s rights women hesitate to take any step because of their own
weak social and economics status. The movement for improving women’s
status should form part of the struggle against all inequalities and indigni-
ties prevalent in society. I would like to point out that while laws alone can-
not put an end to evils that are endemic in the social structure, government
should come out with much more essence and urgency to check the inde-
cent behaviour against women folks, and the need to chart out stern meas-
ures on the part of administrative authorities for curbing down such events.

Violence against women is never
acceptable and tolerable

Congress leadership in Kerala is 
mishandling Tharoor issue

Rozgar Mela, on a 
mission mode

Martin Rees

N eil Armstrong took his
historic "one small step"

on the Moon in 1969. And just
three years later, the last Apollo
astronauts left our celestial
neighbour. Since then, hundreds
of astronauts have been
launched into space but mainly
to the Earth-orbiting
International Space Station.
None has, in fact, ventured more
than a few hundred kilometres
from Earth. The US-led Artemis
programme, however, aims to
return humans to the Moon this
decade with Artemis 1 on its way
back to Earth as part of its first
test flight, going around the
Moon.

The most relevant differences
between the Apollo era and the
mid-2020s are an amazing im-
provement in computer power
and robotics. Moreover, super-
power rivalry can no longer justi-
fy massive expenditure, as in the
Cold War competition with the
Soviet Union. In our recent book
"The End of Astronauts", Donald
Goldsmith and I argue that these

changes weaken the case for the
project.

The Artemis mission is using
Nasa's brand new Space Launch
System, which is the most pow-
erful rocket ever similar in de-
sign to the Saturn V rockets that
sent a dozen Apollo astronauts
to the Moon. Like its predeces-
sors, the Artemis booster com-
bines liquid hydrogen and oxy-
gen to create enormous lifting
power before falling into the
ocean, never to be used again.
Each launch therefore carries an
estimated cost of between 2 bil-
lion ( 1.7 billion) and 4 billion.
This is unlike its SpaceX com-
petitor "Starship", which en-
ables the company to recover
and the reuse the first stage.

TThhee  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  rroobboottiiccss
Advances in robotic explo-

ration are exemplified by the
suite of rovers on Mars, where
Perseverance, Nasa's latest
prospector, can drive itself
through rocky terrain with only
limited guidance from Earth.
Improvements in sensors and ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) will fur-
ther enable the robots them-

selves to identify particularly in-
teresting sites, from which to
gather samples for return to
Earth.

Within the next one or two
decades, robotic exploration of
the Martian surface could be al-
most entirely autonomous, with
human presence offering little
advantage. Similarly, engineer-
ing projects such as as-
tronomers' dream of construct-
ing a large radio telescope on the
far side of the Moon, which is
free of interference from Earth
no longer require human inter-
vention. Such projects can be en-
tirely constructed by robots.

Instead of astronauts, who
need a well equipped place to
live if they're required for con-
struction purposes, robots can
remain permanently at their
work site. Likewise, if mining of
lunar soil or asteroids for rare
materials became economically
viable, this also could be done
more cheaply and safely with ro-
bots. Robots could also explore
Jupiter, Saturn and their fasci-
natingly diverse moons with lit-
tle additional expense, since

journeys of several years present
little more challenge to a robot
than the six-month voyage to
Mars. Some of these moons
could in fact harbour life in their
sub-surface oceans. Even if we
could send humans there, it
might be a bad idea as they
could contaminate these worlds
with microbes form Earth.

MMaannaaggiinngg  rriisskkss
The Apollo astronauts were

heroes. They accepted high risks
and pushed technology to the
limit. In comparison, short trips
to the Moon in the 2020s, despite
the 90-billion cost of the Artemis
programme, will seem almost
routine. Something more ambi-
tious, such as a Mars landing,
will be required to elicit Apollo-
scale public enthusiasm. But
such a mission, including provi-
sions and the rocketry for a re-
turn trip, could well cost Nasa a
trillion dollars questionable
spending when we're dealing
with a climate crisis and poverty
on Earth. The steep price tag is a
result of a "safety culture" de-
veloped by Nasa in recent years
in response to public attitudes.

This reflects the trauma and
consequent programme delays
that followed the Space Shuttle
disasters in 1985 and 1993, each
of which killed the seven civil-
ians on board. That said, the
shuttle, which had 135 launches
altogether, achieved a failure
rate below two percent. It would
be unrealistic to expect a rate as
low as this for the failure of a re-
turn trip to Mars the mission
would after all last two whole
years. Astronauts simply also
need far more "maintenance"
than robots their journeys and
surface operations require air,
water, food, living space and
protection against harmful radi-
ation, especially from solar
storms. Given that human space-
flight beyond low orbit is highly
likely to entirely transfer to pri-
vately-funded missions prepared
to accept high risks, it is ques-
tionable whether Nasa's multi-
billion-dollar Artemis project is a
good way to spend the govern-
ment's money. Artemis is ulti-
mately more likely to be a swan-
song than the launch of a new
Apollo era. 

Artemis: why it may be the last 
mission for Nasa astronauts

P. SREEKUMARAN
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Waiving penalty

Srinagar: The boards
of individual banks
can decide on waiving
the penalty on ac-
counts, which do not
maintain a minimum
balance, Union
Minister of State for
Finance Bhagwant
Kishanrao Karad
said. "Banks are inde-
pendent bodies. They
have boards which
can take a decision to
waive off the penalty,"
Karad told reporters
here. The minister
was responding to a
question if the Centre
would consider direct-
ing banks not to
charge any penalty
from the accounts
where the balance
falls below the pre-
scribed minimum lev-
els. Karad was on a
two-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir
to review the imple-
mentation of various
financial schemes in
the Union Territory.

NSE listing
New Delhi: Drug de-
livery solution
provider ZIM
Laboratories Ltd  said
it is planning to get
listed on the National
Stock Exchange of
India (NSE) on
November 25. ZIM
Laboratories, already
listed on the BSE
since June 2018, will
now extend its listing
to the NSE, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
As of date, the compa-
ny said, it has provid-
ed over 85 per cent re-
turn to its investors
from the listing price.

Third party validation

Mumbai: With the
level of digitisation
happening across the
ecosystem going for-
ward enabled by tech-
nology, 'third party
validation' is the fu-
ture, Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) chairper-
son Madhabi Puri
Buch said. With digiti-
sation happening
across the ecosystem,
all government de-
partments and democ-
ratisation of data,
'third party validation'
is the future as it is en-
abled by technology,
she said while speak-
ing at the Audit Week
celebrations by the
Audit and Accounts
Department.

New brand identity
New Delhi:The
National Skill
Development
Corporation (NSDC) on
Wednesday unveiled its
new brand identity and
logo, 'Re-imagine
Future',with an aim to
reflect its commitment
towards the country's
skill development mis-
sion. As part of its go-to
market strategy, the
new brand and logo
will represent the dif-
ferentiated initiatives
and programmes for
skill development that
enhance future-ready
skilled workforce hir-
ing,adoption of futuris-
tic skills through inno-
vative models thus ex-
tending better liveli-
hood opportunities for
all, NSDC stated.

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

India is well placed to
grow at a "moderately
brisk rate" in the coming
years on the back of
macroeconomic stability,
despite global monetary
tightening, a finance min-
istry report said on
Thursday. It further said
inflationary pressures will
ease in the coming months
with the arrival of kharif
crops and at the same time
job opportunities will in-
crease with improvement
in business prospects. The
'Monthly Economic
Review for October 2022'
also cautioned that the US
monetary tightening is a
"future risk" which could
lead to dip in stock prices,
weaker currencies and
higher bond yields, result-
ing in higher borrowing
costs for many govern-
ments around the world. It

said a rapid deterioration
in global growth
prospects, high inflation,
and worsening financial
conditions have increased
fears of an impending
global recession. The
spillovers of the global
slowdown may dampen
India's exports businesses
outlook. However, resilient
domestic demand, a re-in-
vigorated investment cycle
along with strengthened fi-
nancial system and struc-
tural reforms will provide
impetus to economic
growth going forward. "In
a world where monetary
tightening has weakened
growth prospects, India
appears well placed to
grow at a moderately brisk
rate in the coming years
on account of the priority
it accorded (to) macroeco-
nomic stability," the report
said. The ministry said, so
far in current year, India's

food security concerns
have been addressed and
will continue to receive
the utmost priority from
the government. "Easing
international commodity
prices and new kharif ar-
rival are also set to damp-
en inflationary pressures
in the coming months," it
said. India's wholesale and
retail price inflation fell in
October after remaining
high for most part of the
year mainly due to supply
chain disruptions follow-
ing outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine war in
February. Retail or CPI in-
flation fell to 3-month low
of 6.7 per cent, while
wholesale or WPI inflation
was at 19-month low of
8.39 per cent. Russia and
Ukraine are among the
most important producers
of essential agricultural
commodities, including
wheat, maize, sunflower

seeds and inputs like fer-
tilisers. Together with
other countries bordering
the Black Sea, they consti-
tute the world's breadbas-
ket. Along with an uncer-
tain macroeconomic out-
look, the year 2022 also
brought to the fore the vul-
nerability and intercon-
nectedness of the global
food system to shocks, the
ministry said. India's
grain availability was im-
pacted by the untimely
heatwaves and deficiency
of the southwest monsoon
in the current year.
However, export restric-
tions have ensured that
the country's needs are
fully met, it added.

With regard to job situa-
tion, the ministry said in
India the recovery in eco-
nomic activities across
sectors has improved the
overall employment situa-
tion in the country.

India to grow at ‘moderately brisk
rate’, inflation to ease: FinMin

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Luxury car maker Volvo
Car India on Thursday
said it will increase prices
of its three models -- XC90,
XC60 and XC40 Recharge --
by up to 1.8 per cent with
effect from November 25 in
order to offset the impact
of rising input costs. The
prices of the S90 Petrol
Mild-Hybrid, and XC40
Petrol Mild-Hybrid howev-
er remain unchanged. The
ex-showroom price of
XC40 Recharge will rise to
Rs 56.9 lakh from Rs 55.9
lakh currently. Similarly,
prices of XC 60 will rise to
Rs 66.5 lakh and that of
XC90 to Rs 96.5 lakh from
Rs 94.9 lakh earlier.

Continued disruption of
global supply chains lead-

ing to higher logistic costs
has led to an increase in
input costs, the Swedish
carmaker said in a state-
ment. The company, how-
ever, is committed to price
protection of customers
who have booked their
cars till today, it added. All
bookings from Friday will
attract new prices, the au-
tomaker stated. "The ris-
ing global inflation has
forced us to share some of
the rising input cost with
our consumers," Volvo Car
India Managing Director
Jyoti Malhotra noted.

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

State Bank of India (SBI)
chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khara  exuded confidence
that the country's largest
lender will be able to main-
tain its performance on the
asset quality side even
amid the high loan growth.
He said SBI, which won in-
vestors' confidence after
posting stellar quarterly
earnings recently, will be
able to maintain net non-
performing assets under 1
per cent going forward as
well. Speaking at an eco-
nomics conclave organised
by SBI, Khara also exuded
confidence that the coun-
try's banking system will
be able to maintain its high
loan growth as banks have
internalised learnings
from the last high growth
cycle. In the last high
growth cycle immediately
after the global financial

crisis, there was a huge
spurt in sour loans, and it
took the RBI's intervention
to clean up banks' balance
sheets through asset quali-
ty review.

Banks do not stop just at
insistence on equity, but
also look at the colour of
the equity to ensure that
hybrid debt does not mas-
querade as core equity,
Khara said, stressing that
banks are better placed
from a loan underwriting
and pricing of risk perspec-
tive now. The decision mak-
ing is more scientific and
banks are also well capi-

talised now, he said, adding,
"the banking system is
much better placed, growth
that we are seeing is sus-
tainable too". The banking
system, which had strug-
gled to take the annual
growth into double digits
for multiple years, wit-
nessed a credit growth of 17
per cent for the fortnight
ended November 4. SBI had
been focused on corporate
loan quality for some time
now, and has also started a
system where it gets early
signals about distress in a
retail loan as well courtesy
a strong analytics engine,
he told reporters. Khara
said corporates are also
deleveraged, unlike the last
instance when their bal-
ance sheets had huge loans,
he said. In the case of SBI,
he said the bank is carry-
ing provisions for over 90
per cent of its corporate
loan book.

SBI chief confident of
maintaining asset quality even

amid high loan growth

Volvo Car India to hike prices of
select models by up to 1.8 pc

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Union minister for tele-
com and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw  inaugurated
the Entrepreneurship Cell
and Centre of Innovation
at the Centre for
Development of
Telematics here, an offi-
cial statement said.

The government has
approved a Rs 124 crore
proposal for setting up in-
cubation centres in the
Delhi and Bengaluru
campuses of the Centre
for Development of
Telematics (C-DoT) under
the Digital
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Innovation Square (DCIS)
under Champion Services
Sector Scheme. "COI has
been established to spur

indigenous innovation
and entrepreneurship in
various domains of
Telecom like IoT, M2M,
AI, ML, 5G, etc by encour-
aging local startups to
play a significant role in
strengthening the overall
technological framework
fuelled by synergistic col-
laboration amongst re-
search and development,
academia, industry and
startups," the statement

said. Centre of
Innovation (COI) would
accelerate the design, de-
velopment and deploy-
ment of cost-effective and
globally-competitive tele-
com solutions in the
country, it added. During
his visit to the C-DoT, the
minister reviewed C-
DOT's ongoing technolo-
gy programmes, includ-
ing 5G, Quantum Key
Distribution (QKD) and
advanced Security proj-
ects.

"He (Vaishnaw) lauded
the extraordinary efforts
of C-DOT's teams in cre-
ating a wholly indigenous
end-to-end 4G system
powered by C-DOT's Core
and RAN (radio access
network) from the local
industry partners.

Vaishnaw inaugurates Entrepreneurship
Cell, Centre of Innovation

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

No-frills airline IndiGo
launched flight services to
Portugal and Switzerland
via Istanbul under its code-
share partnership with
Turkish Airlines. These
new routes and frequen-
cies, effective from
November 23, will offer
new options and more ca-
pacity for customers ex-
ploring travel between
India and Europe in the up-
coming holiday season, the
airline said in a statement.
These flights will cater to

business and leisure travel-
ers, it stated. "We have wit-
nessed a huge demand for
travel from India to Turkey,
Switzerland, and Portugal.
Keeping the customer de-
mand in mind, we now
offer 19 connecting flights
through Istanbul to desti-
nations like Geneva,
Lisbon, Porto, and Basel,"
Vinay Malhotra, Head of
Global Sales at IndiGo,
said. This will not only en-
hance international con-
nectivity but also add ca-
pacity on these routes and
make travel more afford-
able, he said. Meanwhile,
in a separate statement,
IndiGo also announced it
operated its first interna-
tional freighter flight be-
tween Kolkata and Yangon
on November 22.

IndiGo launches connecting
flights to Portugal, Switzerland

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Financial regulators
were designed in the "so-
cialist era" and there is a
need for a change in the
mindset of many regula-
tors to aid economic
growth, India's G-20 sher-
pa Amitabh Kant said on
Wednesday. Kant, a career
bureaucrat who was till re-
cently heading the govern-
ment's think-tank Niti
Aayog, also hit out against
certain politicians for "ru-
ining" the country by of-
fering freebies like free
power without naming
anyone. Speaking at the
annual SBI conclave, Kant
said financial sector regu-
lators like the Reserve
Bank of India, Securities
and Exchange Board of
India or even the
Competitive Commission

of India need to act as de-
velopment and change
agents. "...regulators were
also designed at a particu-
lar period when you were
going through a socialist
era, and therefore, there is
a huge need for a change of
mindset amongst many of
the regulators I strongly
believe," he said. The re-
marks come at a time
when the RBI has hiked in-
terest rate by 1.90 per cent
to tame inflation, which is
its core objective, which is

bound to have an impact
on growth.

Citing the case of the
Competitive Commission
of India, he said the fair-
play watchdog's preamble
mentions about the need
for growth of the country
and added that other regu-
lators also have similar ob-
jectives. "I think there's
also a need for regulators,
to themselves believe that
they need to play a very
major and a critical role in
the development story of
India and that India can-
not grow at higher rates
without the regulator's
driving many of these
things," he said. Kant said
India cannot even aspire
to grow at 7 per cent if it
does not seize upcoming
opportunities like electric
mobility and renewable
energy.

Financial regulators designed in socialist
era; needs change to aid growth: Kant

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Equity benchmark BSE
Sensex closed at an all-
time high of 62,272.68 on
Thursday, tracking a firm
trend in global markets
after the US Fed minutes
indicated a slower pace of
rate increase that bol-
stered investors' senti-
ment. Extending its rally
to the third straight day,
the 30-share BSE bench-
mark rallied 762.10 points
or 1.24 per cent to settle at
62,272.68, its record closing
peak. During the day, it
jumped 901.75 points or
1.46 per cent to its lifetime
high of 62,412.33. The
broader NSE Nifty gained
216.85 points or 1.19 per
cent to end at 18,484.10.
During the day, it hit its 52-
week high of 18,529.70,
higher by 262.45 points or

1.43 per cent. "Two trig-
gers assisted the Sensex
rally to record highs. One,
in the mother market US,
the market construct
turned favourable with
rising equities, declining
bond yields and falling dol-
lar. Two, macro develop-
ments in India show
steady rise in credit
growth and capex indicat-
ing strong economic recov-
ery. "Along with this,

sharp correction in crude
is a big positive. This has
facilitated this Sensex
rally led by large-caps,
mainly the HDFC twins,
Infosys, TCS and RIL,"
said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services. From
the Sensex pack, HCL
Technologies, Infosys,
Wipro, Power Grid, Tech
Mahindra, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Hindustan Unilever, HDFC,
HDFC Bank and Mahindra
& Mahindra were among
the major winners. Bajaj
Finserv, Tata Steel, Bajaj
Finance and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
laggards. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo and Hong Kong
ended in the green, while
Shanghai settled lower.

Sensex hits record high, Nifty jumps
216 pts amid firm global equities

Mumbai, Nov 24:  

The rupee appreciated 30
paise to close at 81.63 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Thursday as a weak green-
back in the overseas market
and a rally in domestic equi-
ties boosted investor senti-
ments. Forex traders said the
dollar fell in international
trade post the weak US data
and dovish Fed minutes. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened
at 81.72 and touched an intra-
day high of 81.60 and a low of
81.77 against the greenback.
The local unit finally settled at
81.63, registering a rise of 30
paise over its previous close.
On Wednesday, the rupee
depreciated 26 paise to close
at 81.93 against the US cur-
rency. "Rupee continued to
trade in a narrow range and
volatility remained low in the
past few sessions. 

Rupee gains 30 paise
to close at 81.63

against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Global healthcare compa-
ny Abbott has committed to
upgrading 75 Primary
Health Centres (PHCs) to
Health and Wellness
Centres (HWCs) across nine
States in India in partner-
ship with Americares India
Foundation, a health-fo-
cused relief and develop-
ment organization. The
HWC program, supported
by an Abbott grant of about
Rs 200 million (U.S.$2.4 mil-
lion), will serve over 2.5 mil-
lion people from under-re-
sourced communities every
year. These centres are vital
to support the govern-
ment’s Ayushman Bharat
initiative, advancing access
to affordable, quality
healthcare equitably across
the population. Jasraj
Virdi, Global Citizenship
and Sustainability Director,
Abbott, said, “In line with

our 2030 Global
Sustainability Plan, we in-
tend to expand affordable
access to healthcare by de-
livering innovative, decen-
tralized models of care that
advance prevention and
early diagnosis, and pro-
vide quality treatment and
care. Strengthening local
health centres to be well
equipped to meet communi-
ty healthcare needs is a step
in this direction. And these
centres will also play an in-
tegral role in supporting
the government’s health
initiatives to ensure the de-
livery of quality primary
healthcare that is afford-
able, equitable and sustain-
able.”

Shripad Desai, MD &
Country Director,
Americares India
Foundation, commented,
“Upgrading primary
health centres to promote
holistic health and well-

ness is critical today to
support India’s
Ayushman Bharat initia-
tive and help improve
healthcare delivery.
Working with Abbott, we
aim to continue shaping
the future of quality
healthcare and communi-
ty building across the
country.” Dr. S.N. Keshri,
Chief Health Medical
Officer (CMHO), Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh added,
“Thanks to Americares
and Abbott for helping in
various health programs,
improving health systems,
providing infrastructure
and equipment support as
well as upgrading knowl-
edge of health workers at
PHC level of Raigarh dis-
trict. It is really a produc-
tive support.” PHCs often
serve as the first point of
contact for local communi-
ties within the nation’s
health system.

Abbott to upgrade 75 Primary
Health Centres across India

New Delhi, Nov 24:  

Medicall, the largest
B2B Medical Equipment
Trade Fair organized by
Medexpert Business
Consultants Pvt. Ltd., will
be held from  09 – 11 Dec
2022 at the Biswa Bangla
Mela Prangan. The 31st
edition of Medicall will fo-
cuses on all the needs of a
hospital from surgical cot-
ton to the latest imaging
equipment and surgical
tools etc. This will be the
largest and biggest
Medical device and hospi-
tal needs exhibition in
East & North Eastern
India. Medicall organizes
Interactive Brainstorm,
the showstoppers of
Medicall. At Medicall,
medicine meets manage-
ment providing intellectu-
ally stimulating Seminars,

Workshops, Unconference
and Ask all –open discus-
sion sessions for the
Medical Fraternity to ac-
quire and disseminate
knowledge on the business
aspects of running
Hospitals.

The Interactive
Healthcare Intelligentsia
at Brainstorm Medicall
dishes out nuggets of wis-
dom in a nutshell. Also,
Medicall Introduces
Medicall academy with an
objective of nurturing
Talent and skill develop-
ment through Simulation
based workshops, induc-
ing hands–on experience
on new skills and tech-
nologies used in Health
care industry. Since 2006,
Medicall shows are held at
Chennai, Mumbai, Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Kolkata,
Hyderabad and Colombo.

Medicall Expo organises
31st edition of B2B Medical

Equipment Trade Fair
New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Airtel Payments Bank
has taken yet another step
towards digital inclusion
and announced the launch
of Face Authentication-
based savings bank account
opening for customers. The
facility will further ease the
account opening process
making it seamless & con-
venient for
customers.Airtel Payments
Bank is the first Payments
Bank in the country to offer
this facility. The new facili-
ty will help Business
Correspondents (BCs) of
the bank to open an account
just byundertakingfaceau-
thentication e-KYC. The au-
thentication is processed
using a newly developed
mobile application by the
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)

as a result, the business cor-
respondent will now only
need a smartphone to open
an account. The bank will
make this facility available
across all its 500,000 bank-
ing points by end of this
year.

Speaking about the
launch, Anubrata Biswas,
MD & CEO of Airtel
Payments Bank said, “We
at Airtel Payments Bank
believe in strengthening
our bouquet of digital serv-
ices with the latest technol-
ogy and provide our cus-
tomers access to improved
digital banking solutions
which are user-friendly.
This safe and secure au-
thentication process has
been made possible by the
efforts of the UIDAI, which
is a huge step in furthering
the cause of inclusive bank-
ing in the country.”

Airtel Payments Banks
rolls-out e-KYC based on

Face Authentication

Anushka Sen
wraps up first

schedule of her
Korean debut
film ‘Asia’

Actress Anushka Sen,
who is known for her

work in the television
show 'Jhansi Ki Rani', will
be soon making her foray
in South Korean cinema
with her upcoming
movie titled 'Asia'. The
actress has returned
to India after com-
pleting the first
schedule of the
film. Talking about
the film,
Anushka
said: "The
film that
I'm doing
is called 'Asia'. It's a
very unique concept.
It has people from all
over Asia coming
together to make a
film about Asia.
Playing a pivotal
character, I'm rep-
resenting India in
the film in a way.
I had a really great
experience filming in South
Korea and it's been going really
well." She further mentioned:
"First schedule was really nice, I
have a very strong character I am
playing an assassin for the very
first time, never done a role of an
assassin in my career so this is
going to be really new and unique
and of course its international so
its much bigger and I'm really
really grateful that I'm represent-
ing India in a way."

ACROSS

1. Box

5. Tree juices

9. Stage remark

14. Evils

15. Harbinger

16. Mister (Sp.)

17. Foot digits

18. Bargainer

20. WSW's opposite

21. Pallid

22. Lecturers

23. Leave

25. Gyrate

26. Sunday dinner item

28. Attack

33. West Point student

36. Make well

38. Inspiring one

39. Select group

40. Atop, poetically

41. Belief

42. Sprint

43. Thick cord

44. Evaluates

45. Get free

47. Subsequently

49. Alley

51. Bother

55. Trap

59. Auction action

60. Big boy

61. Think over again

63. ____ Marie Presley

64. Wrathful

65. Understands

66. Actor ____ Guinness

67. Tailed celestial body

68. Warmth

69. Jaunty

DOWN

1. Used footnotes

2. Unattended

3. Snooze

4. Snaky shape

5. Beethoven work

6. So be it!

7. Tent stake

8. Be nosy

9. Japanese, e.g.

10. ____ belt

11. Absorbed by

12. Portal

13. Makes a mistake

19. Test

21. Penned

24. R&B singer ____ Franklin

25. Church spire

27. Get lost!
29. Smudges
30. Uncle's wife
31. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
32. Allows
33. Admit defeat
34. Cry of sorrow
35. Part of DJ
37. Site
41. Tire pattern
43. Raises children
46. Jupiter, e.g.
48. Desire for water
50. Horse sound
52. Look happy
53. Intense beam
54. Put into effect
55. Clapton or Idle
56. Fiddling emperor
57. Sting
58. Jot down
59. Greek letter
62. Sandra ____ ("Gidget")
63. Drink like a dog
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Niharika
Chouksey draws
inspiration from

cricketer
Harmanpreet 
Kaur for ‘Faltu’

T
V actress Niharika
Chouksey, who
plays the titular

role in the new show
'Faltu', said she drew in-
spiration from cricketer
Harmanpreet Kaur for
her role in the show.

Harmanpreet Kaur,
who is an all-rounder, is
the captain of the Indian
National Women's
Cricket Team. Among
her various achieve-
ments, she became the
first woman from India
to score a century in
Women's Twenty 20
International in
November 2018.

The 'Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai' actress
spoke about the cricketer
Harmanpreet Kaur and
how she has inspired her
for her role.

She said: "Growing up,
I didn't know how to play
cricket but for this role, I
had to understand the ba-
sics of it. And during
that journey of training
from the scratch, I found

my inspiration in
Harmanpreet Kaur. I love
how she has paved the
way ahead in this career
and has achieved major
milestones."

Niharika has been part
of films such as 'Jahaan
Chaar Yaar' in which she
played the character of
Swara Bhasker's daugh-
ter, and she was also seen
in 'Janhit Mein Jaari',
playing the sister of
Nushrratt Bharuccha.
Now, she is playing the
lead in 'Faltu' which is all
about the attitude of peo-
ple living in rural parts
towards a girl child and
how certain times they
end up giving them
names like 'Faltu' with a
belief that the next child
will be a boy.

She added that the ace
cricketer motivated her:
"I am inspired by her way
of conduct and how fear-
lessly she backs her
team. I love her for her
fierce approach and con-
fident persona."

I
ndia’s epic sagas are a
very important part of
us, with every tale con-

tinuing to live with us till
date. Building on the
mythical aura of Shri
Krishna, Zee Cinema
brings to you a relatable
tale, a mystical adventure
and the pursuit of saving
the world with the World
Television Premiere of
Kathikeya 2. Bringing
this narrative to fore, we
have uber-talented Nikhil
Siddharth stepping in the
shoes of Karthikeya
along with celebrated
actor Anupam Kher
bringing gravitas to the
film. Get ready to go on an
experience of a lifetime
on 27th November at 8pm
only on Zee Cinema.

Riveting stories on a
larger-than-life canvas
can transform into a cine-
matic escapade of a life-
time! Karthikeya 2 proved
this by breaking the mold
with its unique concept,
thus maintaining longevi-
ty at the big screens. The
surprise success of the
film not only brewed cu-
riosity around the genre
but also the story.

In Nikhil Siddhartha’s
words, “There is an aura
of Shri Krishna that al-
ready exists in people’s
minds. The film builds on
this very essence and in-
tertwines it with an ad-

venture that has the
power to save the world.
Given that our childhood
was wrapped in such
mythical stories, I think
the audience will find it
all very imaginative and
relatable. I’m looking for-
ward to the World
Television Premiere of
Karthikeya 2 on Zee
Cinema and am excited to
share the magic of this

epic saga with the whole
of India.”

When the world faces a
lethal threat that threat-
ens the very existence of
the human race, only Shri
Krishna’s rahasyamay
kada can save the world.
This secret is hidden
away in the mountains
and in the pages of our
epic scriptures but des-
tiny leads Karthik on a

quest to hunt this ra-
hasyamay kada and ulti-
mately save the world.
However, Karthik will
have to overcome hurdles
to avert the world-ending
calamity. Will he be able to
find the Kada on time?

Tune-in to find out with
the World Television
Premiere of Karthikeya 2
on Zee Cinema on 27th
November at 8 PM.

World TV premiere of
‘Karthikeya 2’ on Nov 27

Kriti Sanon, who is now
busy with the promo-

tions of her upcoming movie
'Bhediya', is in her home city
Delhi where she paid a visit
to her school, DPS R. K.
Puram, and savoured old
memories.
The actress took to her social
media and penned a heartfelt
note about the feeling of
going back to her school
days. She wrote in the cap-
tion, "Back to school! After
15 years. Such a proud feel-
ing to be back to my school
to promote my film #Bhediya.
Nostalgic." She added:
"D.P.S. R.K.Puram has given
me a lot. It truly shaped the
person I am today! And it was
the best feeling to come back
to say 'I made it!'
AlwaysADipsiteAtHeart.". In
her Instagram stories, the
actress, who has grown from
strength to strength in her
career, credited her school
and teachers for shaping the
person she has grown into
today. Kriti recently also
unveiled the teaser of her
upcoming next 'Shehzada',
where she stars opposite
Kartik Aaryan. Apart from
this, Kriti has a strong line-
up of films, which include
'Adipurush', 'Ganapath' and
'The Crew'.

Kriti Sanon gets
nostalgic as she
visits old school
after 15 years

B
ollywood actor
Vivek Oberoi, who
is garnering a lot

of positive response for
his work in the recently
released streaming se-
ries 'Dharavi Bank', has a
connection between his
debut movie 'Company'
this film.

Since the actor plays
the role of Joint
Commissioner of Police,
Jayant Gavaskar in
'Dharavi Bank', he revis-
ited his debut film to
seek inspiration for
'Dharavi Bank' from
Mohanlal's character of
Veerappalli Srinivasan
IPS, Joint Commissioner
of Mumbai Police.

Vivek said: "There are
some performances that
stay in your heart for life.
Though 'Company' was
my first film, it was a
learning ground for me. I
was surrounded by the
best actors of our times

from Ajay Devgn to
Mohanlal. For 'Dharavi
Bank', I, in fact, went
back to Mohanlal Sir's
performance all over
again. He played
Veerappalli Srinivasan
IPS, Joint Commissioner
of Mumbai Police. I have
vivid memories of how
he approached his
scenes."

Heaping praise on the
renowned actor, Vivek
further mentioned: "His
technique comes from
experience so there's a
certain effortlessness in
how he plays it. It is all
fresh in my mind - how
he approached the char-
acter, how he prepared
for it, his demeanour on
set. I have tried to use
some of his tricks for the
part. Because I am famil-
iar with a lot of cops in
the Mumbai Police Force,
even the guidance they
provided helped me.

Vivek Oberoi revisited
Mohanlal’s work in

‘Company’ for ‘Dharavi Bank’

S
ony Entertainment Television’s
The Kapil Sharma Show is ready
to take the audience on a comi-

cal-cum-musical rollercoaster ride
this Sunday, 27th November at 9:30
pm, as it will host the ‘Narayan
Family’. The veteran singer and time-
less voice Udit Narayan, his beautiful
wife Deepa Narayan, talented singer
and most adored host Aditya Narayan
along with his wife Shweta Agarwal
will be gracing the show adding chaar
chand to this special episode. The
Narayan family will be seen having a
gala time in the show with the amus-
ing antics of Kapil’s atrangi mohalla
and will also spill some beans about
what happens inside their fam jam!

B-town’s evergreen voice and
melody king, Udit Narayan will be
seen recalling his struggling days He
shared, “My father was a farmer and
we were going through a very tough
time. But I was very much into
singing since the very beginning but
my father would always say that I
should avoid putting so much effort in
these Ram Leelas (refers to singing

and performing) and rather work
hard and become a doctor or an engi-
neer and make him proud by earning
good money. I agree with what he said
i.e ‘Jo hota hai manzure khuda hota

hai.’ So, I went to my mother who is by
the way 106 years old now and she
sings really well. So, I told her what
my father thinks. While she agreed to
my father’s suggestion considering
our background but somewhere she
had faith in my singing, so she moti-
vated me to be a singer but also told
me to study as well. Both my parents
just kept a compulsion of education
on me, and I am glad they did. I came
to Mumbai from a small town and
never gave up, I struggled, worked
hard and today I am here because of
that.”

It is widely believed that behind
every successful man there is a
woman, Deepa Narayan is living proof
of the same. Spilling some beans
about his love life and how he met
Deepa ji, Udit ji will share, “I met
Deepa at a regional music director’s
place where I was rehearsing. It was
somewhere around 1979. She heard
my voice then and she went up to the
music director to say that she would
put her money in if Udit sings the
song as she was making an album.

Udit Narayan shares his meeting with love of his life Deepa

‘Ek Mahanayak – 

Dr B.R. Ambedkar’s

artists talk about

Babasaheb’s 

contributions

On November 26, 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of

India adopted the Constitution of
India, which came into effect on
January 26,
1950. Every
year, the
nation cele-
brates
November 26
to commemo-
rate the adop-
tion of ‘The
Constitution
of India’. On
Samvidhan
Diwas this
year, lead
artists from
&TV’s Ek
Mahanayak
Dr B.R.
Ambedkar,
Atharva (Young Ambedkar),
Narayani Mahesh Varne
(Ramabai), and Ramji Sakpal
(Jagannath Nivangune) remem-
ber the chief architect of the
Indian Constitution, Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, and talk about his
immense contribution to the soci-
ety. Atharva, essaying young
Bhimrao in the show, shares, “Dr
B.R. Ambedkar is regarded as the
founder of the Indian
Constitution. On August, 1947 his
reputation as a scholar led him to
become India's first law minister
and, later, the committee's chair-
man drafting the Constitution. 
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Al Wakrah (Qatar), Nov 24 (AP):

Breel Embolo's goal lift-
ed Switzerland to a 1-0 win
over Cameroon at the
World Cup on Thursday
and he kept his promise
not to celebrate scoring
against the country where
he was born. The Swiss
forward from Yaounde
struck with a right-foot
shot in the 48th minute,
standing all alone eight
metres (yards) out in the
middle of the goalmouth
to take Xherdan Shaqiri's
low pass.

Embolo then pursed his
lips in a wry smile and
held his arms out wide,
before raising his hands
in a gesture of apology as
teammates rushed to him
near the penalty spot.

He pointed toward
Swiss fans behind the goal
where he had scored then
to Cameroon fans at the
opposite corner of Al
Janoub stadium.

The 25-year-old forward
left Cameroon with his
family when he was five.
They spent time in France
before settling in
Switzerland, the country
he is now representing at
a second World Cup.

Though an African-
born player scored, teams
from Africa are now
scoreless through the four
games they have played at
this World Cup. All have
played higher-ranked
teams, and Morocco and
Tunisia earned 0-0 draws,
respectively against
Croatia and Denmark.
Cameroon's streak of loss-
es at World Cup finals
tournaments extended to
eight games dating back
to 2002. Brazil and Serbia

are also in Group G and
they meet later Thursday.

In the move for Embolo
to score, it was too easy
for the Swiss to pass the
ball quickly through the
Cameroon defensive lines
from left flank to right.

The fast Swiss start to
the second half contrast-
ed with a lack of first-half
urgency that could hardly
be explained by the 1 p.m.
kickoff one of only seven
games in Qatar being
played entirely in day-
light. The heat peaked at
29 Celsius (84 Fahrenheit),
humidity was low and
most of the playing area
was shaded.

Cameroon wasted a
clear scoring chance to
take control in the 10th
minute. A long, straight
pass past Switzerland's
central defenders led to
Karl Toko Ekambi firing a

half-volley shot high over
the bar from just 10 me-
ters (yards). Cameroon ex-
erted little pressure trying
to level the game. Andre-
Frank Zambo Anguissa's
header in the 66th was
aimed directly at goal-
keeper Yann Sommer who
saved easily. In the next
play, a Swiss move down
the right flank almost re-
peated the goal but goal-
keeper Andre Onana
saved from Ruben Vargas.

MILLA TIME

Cameroon great Roger
Milla was paraded on the
field before the game.
Fans were shown a video
montage of his goals at
the 1990 World Cup where
Cameroon became the
first African team ever to
advance to the quarterfi-
nals. Milla was joined by
Samuel Eto'o, Cameroon's
greatest player who now

heads its soccer federa-
tion. Eto'o scored the only
goal when Cameroon last
won at the World Cup 1-0
against Saudi Arabia in
2002.
REFEREE'S QUIET DAY

Referee Facundo Tello
had a quieter day than
when he sent off 10 play-
ers in Argentina just be-
fore coming to Qatar. He
showed red cards to seven
Boca Juniors players and
three from Racing Club
after an extra-time brawl.
Here, Tello showed three
yellow cards and no red
cards. This was the 13th
game at the World Cup
and no player has yet been
sent off.

UP NEXT

Switzerland next plays
Group H favorite Brazil on
Monday evening in Doha.
Earlier the same day
Cameroon faces Serbia.

Al Rayyan, Nov 24 (AP):

Kevin De Bruyne threw
his hands up in disgust as
another pass went astray.
Eden Hazard was easily
knocked off the ball.
Michy Batshuayi was
hauled off by his angry
coach after a lazy flick to
no one at all. Belgium did-
n't live up to the hype of
being the second-ranked
team despite starting the
World Cup with a 1-0 victo-
ry over Canada on
Wednesday.

Thibaut Courtois saved
an early penalty and
Batshuayi scored the only
goal at Ahmad Bin Ali
Stadium to spoil the North
American team's return to
the tournament after 36
years. Aside from the re-
sult, there was little for the
Belgians to celebrate, with
De Bruyne one of the
world's best players mock-
ing the decision to name
him player of the match.
"No, I don't think I played a
great game," a miserable-
looking De Bruyne said
after being told of his
award. "I don't know why I
got the trophy maybe it's
because of my name."

Belgium's aging team
was outplayed at times by
Canada, which has yet to
collect a point or even
score a goal in four World
Cup matches including the
three games from its debut
in 1986. This should have
been the game the
Canadians broke that run.
Alphonso Davies, the star
of Canada's team, squan-
dered the best chance
when his penalty was

blocked by Courtois, one of
21 shots taken compared to
Belgium's nine.

"They showed tonight
they do belong here,"
Canada coach John
Herdman said of his play-
ers. One moment of class
in the 44th minute wound
up deciding the game. It
wasn't from one of De
Bruyne's brilliant through-
balls or Hazard's mazy
dribbles, but instead a sim-
ple long ball over the top of
Canada's defense by center
back Toby Alderweireld.

It split the defense and
Batshuayi ran through, let-
ting the ball bounce twice
before guiding a left-footed
finish into the far corner.
"Delighted that, without
being ourselves, we won
the game," Belgium coach
Roberto Martinez said.
Martinez said it was his

team's worst performance
on a technical level since
he took charge more than
six years ago. "But was it
the worst game?" he added.
"No. Because it's a win."

There were six players
in their 30s in Belgium's
starting lineup, four of
them having accrued
more than 100 internation-
al appearances. Courtois
and De Bruyne might
reach three figures at this
World Cup, in what looks
like being a last hurrah
for this group of players
often described as a "gold-
en generation." The ab-
sence of Romelu Lukaku a
prolific scorer and big
presence up front is a
huge blow to Martinez,
with Batshuayi failing to
impress as his backup
aside from his well-taken
goal.

RECORD BREAKER

Canada captain Atiba
Hutchinson, at the age of
39, became the oldest out-
field player to start a World
Cup match.

REF WATCH

The referee was Janny
Sikazwe of Zambia, who
made headlines at the
African Cup of Nations in
January by blowing to end
a match after about 85
minutes. The match
restarted and then ended
again prior to the 90-
minute mark. Sikazwe
later said he had been suf-
fering from heat stroke. In
the Belgium-Canada game,
he played five minutes of
stoppage time in each half.

UP NEXT

Belgium takes on
Morocco on Sunday.
Canada meets Croatia on
the same day.

Switzerland beat Cameroon 1-0

Switzerland's Ruben Vargas heads for the ball during the World Cup group G soccer match between
Switzerland and Cameroon, at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah, Qatar, Thursday.

Belgium spoils Canada’s World
Cup return with 1-0 win

Belgium's forward #23 Michy Batshuayi shoots the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F foot-
ball match between Belgium and Canada at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

Doha, Nov 24 (AP):

Spain's young squad got
off to a high-scoring start
at the World Cup, routing
Costa Rica 7-0 on
Wednesday. Not long after
Japan surprised Germany
2-1 in the other Group E
match, Spain avoided any
chance of an upset with
Dani Olmo, Marco Asensio
and Ferran Torres scoring
a goal each in the first 31
minutes. Torres, Gavi,
Carlos Soler and lvaro
Morata added to the lead in
the second half.

Olmo's goal was the
100th at World Cups for
Spain, which became the
sixth nation to score more
than 100 times in the tour-
nament. It was the first
time Spain has scored
seven goals in a World Cup
match. With 18-year-old
Gavi and 19-year-old Pedri
starting, Spain became the
first European nation with
two teenagers in the start-
ing lineup of a World Cup
match in 60 years, accord-
ing to statistics platform

Opta.
Gavi then became the

youngest goal scorer at the
World Cup since Pel in the
1958 final, also according to
Opta. Gavi and Pedri were

among the many young-
sters picked by Spain coach
Luis Enrique in a re-
vamped squad in Qatar the
third-youngest team
among the 32 nations, after

the United States and
Ghana. The young duo
helped Spain control the
pace of the match from the
start at Al Thumama
Stadium. Costa Rica looked

overwhelmed from the
start in its third straight
World Cup campaign. It
came to Qatar hoping to re-
peat its surprise run to the
quarterfinals in 2014 in
Brazil, and avoid a repeat
of its participation four
years ago in Russia, when
it was eliminated in the
group stage after not win-
ning any matches.

Spain, which didn't get
past the round of 16 in
Russia, is trying to break
through with a major title
after making it to the final
of the Nations League and
the semifinals of last year's
European Championship.
This year the team also
qualified for the Final Four
of the Nations League for a
second straight time.
Spain's last major triumph
came at Euro 2012, two
years after it won its lone
World Cup title in South
Africa. Only five countries
have scored more goals
than Spain at the World
Cup Brazil, Germany,
Argentina, Italy and
France.

Young Spain squad routs Costa Rica 7-0 at World Cup

Spain's forward #11 Ferran Torres (unseen) celebrates scoring his team's third goal from the penalty
spot during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E football match between Spain and Costa Rica at the 
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha.

Cape Town, Nov 24 (PTI):

MI Cape Town on
Wednesday announced
England pacer Jofra
Archer as their wildcard
signing for the inaugural
edition of the SA20 league,
starting in January next
year. Archer has not
played international crick-
et since March 2021 due to
a long-standing elbow
issue, which was followed
by a stress fracture of the

lower back. He returned to
action for England Lions
in a game against the
main England side in Abu
Dhabi on Wednesday.

Archer was signed by
Mumbai Indians in the
last IPL auction for Rs 8
crore despite the franchise
knowing that he would not
be available. He has been
retained for the 2023 sea-
son. IPL side MI and SA20
team MI Cape Town are
owned by the same group.

Jofra Archer joins MI
Cape Town for SA20

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI):

Indian boxers continued
their dominance at the youth
men's and women's World
Championships as seven of
them stormed into the finals
after stunning victories in La
Nucia, Spain. Youth Asian
champions Vanshaj and
Vishwanath Suresh marched

into the summit clash along
with Ashish to maintain all-
win record for India in the
men's semifinals, whereas
Kirti (+81kg), Bhawna
Sharma (48kg), Devika
Ghorpade (52kg) and Ravina
(63kg) advanced to the finals
in the women's section.
While Vishwanath claimed 4-
1 win over Juanma Lopez of

Puerto Rico, Vanshaj (63.5kg)
and Ashish (54kg) posted
close 3-2 and 4-3 triumphs
against USA's Deshawn
Crocklem and Uzbekistan's
Khujanazar Nortojiev re-
spectively in their thrilling
semifinal bouts. Women box-
ers, on the other hand,
recorded comfortable wins
apart from Kirti's 3-2 victory
against Kazakhstan's Assel
Toktassyn. Ravina and
Bhawna outpunched their
Kazakh opponents Assem
Tanatar and Gulnaz
Buribayeva respectively by
unanimous decision. Devika
got the better of USA's
Aameedah Joy with a 4-1
margin. Meanwhile, four
other Indian women in ac-
tion -- Tamanna (50kg),
Kunjarani Devi Thongam
(60kg), Muskan (75kg) and
Lashu Yadav (70kg) -- signed
off with bronze medals after
defeats in their respective
semifinal bouts.

Seven Indian boxers enter finals
at Youth World Championships

India's Bhawna Sharma reacts after her win during the IBA Youth
Men’s and Women’s World Boxing Championships 2022, in La
Nucia, Spain, Thursday.

Auckland, Nov 24 (PTI):

Copping a lot of flak for
its archaic approach in
T20Is, the Indian cricket
team is expected to turn a
new leaf in a different for-
mat as it takes on New
Zealand in a three-match
ODI series, which will mark
the start of preparations for
next year's World Cup.

India had endured a
nightmare back in 2020 in
New Zealand when Virat
Kohli's side was blanked 0-3
in one of the most lopsided
series where the bowling ef-
fort was below par.

Exactly 11 months are
left for the marquee event
in India and the series start-
ing on Friday will give the
team an initial idea about
some of the middle-order
slots and also the bowling
arsenal in India's armoury.

With five seniors -- skip-
per Rohit Sharma, the talis-
manic Virat Kohli, team
management's favourite KL
Rahul, pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah and No.1

ODI all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja not part of this se-
ries, the management can
only get a rough idea in
which direction the team
would move.

All these big guns will
now play a lot of of ODI
cricket, starting with the
Bangladesh series, and the
team combination will un-
dergo a sea change once
they all come back in due
course. Just like the dilem-
mas of T20Is, Indian coach
Rahul Dravid will have a
lot on his plate but for now,
his understudy VVS

Laxman also needs to do a
tight rope walking as far as
this series is concerned.

Dhawan will be close to
38 during next year's World
Cup and in ODIs in the last
two years, he has scored
nearly 1000 runs. This is
the only international for-
mat he plays. Since T20 got
more precedence, his ap-
pearances has been pretty
sporadic.

In the meantime,
Shubman Gill has shown
his prowess as an ODI
opener in a dozen of
games he has played so far
with an average of 57 plus
and a strike-rate of 100
plus.

Rahul, in ODIs, has start-
ed batting down the order at
times and Shreyas Iyer has
been one of India's consis-
tent ODI players despite his
problems with short ball.
Suryakumar Yadav, who is
in the form of his life can't
be dropped from the mid-
dle-order if he is fit to play.

India start 50 over auditions under Dhawan
Match Starts: 7 am IST.

Doha, Nov 24:

Two-time winners Uruguay
have kickstarted its campaign
at the grandest stage in world
football as the South American
giants played out a goalless
draw with South Korea in their
Group H opener of the FIFA
World Cup 2022 on Thursday.
The third meeting between
Uruguay and South Korea in
the history of the FIFA World
Cup ended in a stalemate at
Qatar's Education City
Stadium.  
Uruguay and South Korea have
shared a point each in their
World Cup 2022 opener.
Uruguay will next face
Ronaldo's Portugal in Group H.
Earlier, the Luis Suárez-starrer
side was eyeing their third win
over the Asian giants at the
FIFA World Cup. The former
world champions had defeated
South Korea 1-0 in the group
stage of the 1990 World Cup.
Uruguay also emerged victori-
ous over South Korea (2-1) in

the round of 16 phase of the
2010 World Cup.  
Diego Godin rattled the post
with his header in the first-
half, before Federico
Valverde's effort crashed the
crossbar. South Korea, too,
had plenty of openings but
couldn't find the back of the
net. South Korea started the
game with plenty of pressing
in the first 45, before Uruguay

started to dictate tempo after
the break. Hwang Ui-jo had
the biggest opportunity for
Korea but he had blazed his
effort just over the bar.
Darwin Nunez had a couple of
cracks in front of the goal but
dragged his effort wide. In the
second-half, South Korea
heavily relied on the counters
but failed to create something
major. 

Uruguay-SK play out
a pulsating 0-0 draw

‘Pilot traitor, can’t be made Raj CM’
New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
called Sachin Pilot a "gad-
dar" (traitor) on Thursday
and said he cannot replace
him as he had revolted
against the Congress in
2020 and tried to topple his
own government. The re-
marks have further
widened the fissures in
the Congress party in
Rajasthan, where
Assembly polls are slated
next year. The Bharat
Jodo Yatra, led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, is also set to enter
the desert state.

Pilot, who walked along-
side Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in
the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday, did not react to
Gehlot's remarks. Gehlot
also alleged that Union
Home Minister and senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Amit Shah

was involved in Pilot's re-
bellion, when some
Congress MLAs loyal to
him were holed up in a
Gurugram resort for more
than a month and Union
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan visited them
often, claiming that he has
proof that an amount of Rs
10 crore was paid to each of
those legislators, including
Pilot. The veteran leader
also said the Congress can

replace him with any of its
102 MLAs in Rajasthan ex-
cept Pilot if the top leader-
ship feels that the prospects
of the party would improve
in next year's Assembly
polls.

"The MLAs will never ac-
cept someone who has re-
volted and has been dubbed
as a gaddar. How can he be-
come the chief minister?
How can the MLAs accept
such a person as the chief

minister? I have proof that
Rs 10 crore each were dis-
tributed to the MLAs holed
up in a Gurugram resort
for toppling the Congress
government in Rajasthan,"
Gehlot told NDTV. He said
one will never find an ex-
ample where a party presi-
dent "tries to topple his own
government". Rajasthan
BJP chief Satish Punia
has, however, denied the
charge that the saffron
party was involved in pay-
ing money to Congress leg-
islators in 2020 to defect.

Gehlot said if Pilot had
apologised to the MLAs and
won them over, things
would have been different.
"Till now, he has not apolo-
gised. If he had apologised,
I would not have had to
apologise," the chief minis-
ter said, referring to his
apology to former Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi after
more than 90 MLAs close to
him did not allow a
Congress Legislature Party
meeting to take place.
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Vaghodia, Nov 23 (PTI): 

Two BJP rebels,
both pledging to back
it if they win and
both contesting as in-
dependents, are
going head to head in
this assembly seg-
ment, their very sup-
port queering the

pitch for the ruling party's
official candidate.

That six-time BJP legis-
lator Madhu Shrivastav,
who was replaced by the
party's Vadodara district
president Ashwin Patel, is
one of them makes the saf-
fron party's road to victory
in this keenly watched con-
stituency a steeper uphill
trudge.

Against Shrivastav,
whose exclusion from the
BJP's electoral fray was a
surprise for many, is
Dharmendra Sinh
Vaghela. In more similari-

ties, the two former party
colleagues and opponents
have the image of being
'dabangs' (fearless) and
'bahubalis' (strongmen) in
the constituency.

Though the BJP has put
all its might behind its offi-
cial candidate Patel, the
prospect of a vote split is
real. The relatively low
profile Patel will be fight-
ing the two party rebels
and candidates of the
Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in a
multi-cornered contest on
December 5 in the second
phase of the elections.

"The BJP is more impor-
tant than the candidate
and we are focussing on
ensuring the victory of the
official candidate,"
Utsavbhai Parikh, general
secretary of the BJP Kisan
Morcha in Vadodara, told
PTI. Confident of victory,
he said of the 65 per cent

Kshatriya voters in
Vaghodia, 50 per cent are
committed BJP voters. "We
will suffer 10 to 15 per cent
(loss) in terms of votes due
to the presence of the
rebels. But we are confi-
dent of winning," Parikh
said.

The BJP has also induct-
ed Yogpal Singh Gohil, a
well connected Kshatriya
leader from the Congress
and son of former party
legislator Upendra Singh
Gohil. In 2017, Madhubhai,
as Shrivastav is called in
the constituency, defeated
Vaghela, known as Bapu,
by 10,315 votes. Vaghela
then too was a BJP rebel.

Five years ago, the
Congress did not field a
candidate from here and
left the seat for the
Bharatiya Tribal party
(BTP) with whom it had an
alliance. Vaghela benefited
as a majority of the

Kshatriya voters, a decid-
ing factor in Vaghodia,
went to him due to the
Congress' absence from the
poll arena. This time might
be different.

Shrivastav, who has won
six times since 1995, and
Vaghela have said they will
be with the BJP if they
win. The BJP controls zilla
and taluka panchayats and
gram panchayats in
Vaghodia and its leaders
say the party's grassroots
strength is enough to see it
through the hustings.

The Congress, on its
part, appears upbeat and is
hoping to derive maximum
advantage from the frac-
tured poll situation.
Satyajit Gaikwad, the
party's candidate and for-
mer MP from Vadodara,
said Madhu Shrivastav
polled 60,000 votes in 2017
but 1.10 lakh ballots went
against him.

Villagers cut through hill
in Koraput to build road

Koraput (Odisha), Nov 24 (PTI): 

The poor tribal resi-
dents of Ghantraguda in
Koraput may not have
heard of the 'Mountain
Man' Dashrath Manjhi,
but like him took up the
work of constructing a
road cutting through the
hills on their own to ad-
dress their connectivity
problems.

The villagers - men and
women cut through a hill
and cleared shrubs and
have constructed a 6 km
long kuchha road connect-
ing Ghantraguda with
Puki Chhack in the dis-
trict. Ghantraguda is locat-
ed about 35 km from
Koraput town in southern

Odisha and the diversion
due to the lack of road
made the villagers travel 52
km to reach it. They were
forced to take a detour to
reach the headquarter
town for various works
and often faced problems.

The road constructed by
the villagers will reduce
the distance by a good 20
km, said Lachna
Purasethi, a villager. The
requests to the authorities
concerned for a shorter
road had not helped mat-
ters. "We appealed to the
authorities for the road
many times, but to no
avail. Therefore, we decid-
ed to construct the road on
our own," said Lochan
Bisoi, a villager.

Palakkad (Kerala), Nov 24 (PTI): 

The alleged denial of per-
mission to solomnise the
wedding of a transgender-
couple in a temple here has
triggered a row in the dis-
trict as several members of
the marginalised communi-
ty criticised the manage-
ment of the place of wor-
ship. The couple, Nilan
Krishna and Advika, were
in a relationship for some
time and decided to get
married at the Thiru-
Kachamkurissi temple.

They printed the wed-
ding invitation showing the
temple, dedicated to
Mahavishnu, as the venue
of the ceremony, according
to their friends. But, the
couple was forced to change
the venue of the function
scheduled today to a nearby
hall after the temple author-
ities denied permission for
the wedding as the two be-
longed to the transgender

community, they said.
However, the officials of the
temple, which comes under
the Malabar Devaswom
Board, denied the charge
and said they did not deny
the permission for the cere-
mony but only asked them
to talk to the temple board
officials in this regard.

"Not the couple but some-
one else connected to them
came here and informed us
of the plan to get married
in the shrine. We did not
understand then that the
couple belonged to the
transgender community," a
temple official told PTI.

He said when they came
to know about the gender of
the couple, they asked them
to talk to the higher offi-
cials. "Board chairman and
others were here. So, we
asked them to talk to the
higher officials as we have
no right to take an inde-
pendent decision in such a
case. But, they did not turn

up," the official, who does
not want to be named, said.
He said no such marriages
were ever held in the tem-
ple before. The temple offi-
cial said they normally
don't entertain love mar-
riages, which are taking
place without the permis-
sion of parents and rela-
tives, in the shrine complex
as such weddings may in-
vite police cases and legal
issues in future.

Transgender activist
Isha Kishore said the inci-
dent was unfortunate as the
couple was denied permis-
sion to hold their wedding
in the shrine complex mere-
ly because of their gender.
"Every temple has its own
rules and rituals and I com-
pletely agree to that. But,
here, they denied permis-
sion in the name of the gen-
der. We all believe that
everyone in this universe is
the creation of the
Almighty," she told PTI.

‘Situation in J&K has
improved in past 2-3 years’

Srinagar, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir deputy chief
minister Muzaffar
Hussain Baig on
Thursday said the situa-
tion in the union territory
has improved in the past
two to three years and
good work has been done
on the development front
as well. Baig, who quit the
Mehbooba Mufti-led PDP
in 2020 after nearly 20
years, also said peace in
the region was in the in-
terest of both Pakistan
and India.

"I don't think there is as
much instability in
Jammu and Kashmir as is
being projected. In the
past two to three years,
stability has improved sig-

nificantly... The situation
has been such that there
has been a reduction in
bloodshed," Baig told re-
porters here. On assembly
polls in Jammu and
Kashmir, he claimed that
towns and cities are neg-
lected because elections
have taken place only at
the village level where 70
per cent of the population
lives.

Good work has been
done at the village level,
but in cities and towns, de-
velopment works have not
taken place, Baig said,
adding that this can hap-
pen when assembly elec-
tions are held and an elect-
ed government is in place
and prepares a budget.
"Right now no one has
that right except for the

LG (lieutenant governor),"
he said.

In 2019, the Centre had
abrogated the erstwhile
state of Jammu and
Kashmir's special status
and divided it into union
territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh,
with lieutenant governor
as their administrators.
Elections to the assembly
in Jammu and Kashmir
are pending.

"However, I feel it will
take some time before
elections are held as a lot
of planning is to be done.
They would want the as-
sembly to have the same
powers as the DDCs (dis-
trict development coun-
cils) and for that there are
laws to be passed which
will take time," Baig said.

Akhilesh to contest 2024 LS polls from Kannauj
Kannauj (UP), Nov 24 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday indicated that he
may contest the 2024 parlia-
mentary elections from
Kannauj, which had elect-
ed him as an MP for the
first time. "It is our job to
contest... what will I do sit-
ting idle? I will contest
from where I had contested
the first election," he told
reporters here when asked
if he will contest from
Kannauj in 2024.

The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister,
however, said the party
would take a decision at
the right time. Akhilesh
Yadav was here to attend a
private function organised
by party leader Sunil
Kumar Gupta alias 'Munna
Bhaiya'. To a question as to
why he has fielded his wife

Dimple Yadav from
Mainpuri in the December
5 bypoll as she had previ-
ously contested from
Kannuaj, the SP chief said,
"Elections are in 2024
again."

The bypoll in Mainpuri
has been necessitated fol-
lowing the death of sitting
MP and SP founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav. To
repeated questions by
media persons if contest-
ing the next Lok Sabha
polls from Kannauj is final,
the SP chief said, "The
party will decide."

Akhilesh Yadav who was
elected to the Lok Sabha
from Azamgarh seat in the
last Lok Sabha elections
had resigned from the seat
after being elected to as-
sembly from Karhal early
this year to remain active
in state politics. The SP
leader won three elections

from Kannauj parliamen-
tary seat since 2000, first he
won the bypoll and then
2004 and 2009 general elec-
tions.

After becoming the chief
minister, he was elected to
the UP Legislative Council,
and Dimple Yadav repre-
sented Kannauj winning
the bypoll in 2012 and then
again winning it in 2014
general elections. She,
however, lost the seat in the
2019 elections to BJP's
Subrat Pathak.

On being told that field-
ing Dimple Yadav in
Mainpuri bypoll has led to
confusion among the work-
ers in Kannauj, Akhilesh
Yadav described Kannauj
as his 'karmabhoomi' and
said that the people of
Kannauj have elected him
as MP thrice. He asserted
that the people here have
always given him affection

and love and so he can
never leave Kannauj.
Veteran socialist leader
Ram Manohar Lohia had
represented Kannauj in
Parliament in 1967 as a
Samyukta Socialist Party
nominee.

Known for the perfume
trade, Kannauj constituen-
cy was carved out of
Farrukhabad in 1997.
Akhilesh Yadav who is
presently busy campaign-
ing in Mainpuri bypoll said
that people were support-
ing the Samajwadi Party
there in a big way.

Every section is extend-
ing support to Samajwadi
Party as 'Netaji' gave new
dimensions to Mainpuri
Lok Sabha constituency
and had a strong associa-
tion. The people of
Mainpuri themselves are
contesting the elections,
he added.

Street childrens play football inside a mosquito net covered playground, created to spread awareness against
dengue and other mosquito-borne diseases during ongoing 'FIFA World Cup 2022', in Kolkata, Thursday.

AWARENESS DRIVE

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot addresses a press conference
at party office in Jaipur.

Kalyan man 
celebrates birthday

at crematorium
Thane, Nov 24 (PTI): A
resident of Kalyan town
in Maharashtra's Thane
district celebrated his
birthday in a crematori-
um to convey a message
against blind beliefs and
superstitions prevailing
in the society. Gautam
Ratan More, who turned
54 on November 19, host-
ed a birthday party on
Saturday night at the
Mohane crematorium
where guests were
served biryani besides
cake. Talking to the
media during the event,
he said more than 100
guests, including 40
women and children, at-
tended his birthday cele-
bration. More said he
got inspiration for the
event from renowned so-
cial worker Sindhutai
Sapkal and noted ratio-
nalist late Narendra
Dabholkar, who cam-
paigned against blind
beliefs, black magic and
superstitions.

Transgender-couple barred
from tying the knot at temple

Young exponents learn 
centuries-old Kotah miniature art

Kota (Raj), Nov 24 (PTI): 

A young jewellery de-
signer and a freelance
artist are among the ap-
proximately 40 people who
wish to keep the centuries-
old Kotah miniature art
form alive by inculcating
it in their modern profes-
sions.

Participating in a 10-day
'Kotah Miniature Art
Workshop' organised by
the Kotah royal family-run
Rao Madho Singh
Museum Trust at City

Palace, the participants
said they got to learn and
practice the skills and
techniques at length.

"Miniature art is a de-
tailed art form. I have been
using oil colours to design
jewellery, but I am now ex-
cited to apply miniature
art jewellery designing,"
young jewellery designer
Varun Sisodia told PTI.

Sisodia said he got influ-
enced by the works of fifth
generation artist
Mohammed Lukmaan
(65), who also led the work-
shop. Fascinated by the art
form when she first visited
City Palace, Parul Jain, a
chemical engineer, said

she planned to apply the
miniature form in the ac-
cessories she designs dur-
ing her free time.

"The workshop has
given me a chance to
learn various dimensions

of miniature art forms as
I have already been work-
ing with Kota Doria fab-
rics, abstract and tradi-
tional patterns and other
folk art forms. This minia-
ture skill is going to help

me a lot," said Mandeep
Sahani, a freelance artist.

Jaidev Singh, the Kotah
royal family scion, said
the workshop was aimed
at imparting the art
form's knowledge to the
next generation, given
that the number of minia-
ture painting artists is
dwindling.

"The workshop was
aimed at engaging with
miniature artists in Kota
and also allowing those
interested to learn the in-
tricacies of the Kotah
School of Art. We hope
this is the first of many
such workshops at the
City Palace," he told PTI.

To keep dying
craft alive

BJP rebels backing party could
split its votes in Vaghodia
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Protest
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The farmers'
protest against the heavy
fines on stubble burning
and lesser compensation
for crop damage due to
inclement weather and
pest attack and land
acquisition for national
highway projects, entered
its ninth consecutive day
on Thursday. The
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU), Ekta Sidhupur, is
spearheading the protests
in Amritsar, Mansa,
Patiala, Faridkot and
Bathinda in Punjab.

Hospitalised
CChheennnnaaii:: Actor Kamal
Haasan has been admit-
ted for mild fever and he
is recovering, a hospital
here said on Thursday.
Haasan, also the Makkal
Needhi Maiam chief, was
admitted on November 23
with mild fever, cough
and cold, Sri
Ramachandra Medical
Centre said in a press
release. 

Mass marriage
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: More than
3,000 pairs from Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh and Buddhist
communities tied the knots
as per their religious rites
at a community marriage
ceremony in Kamla Nehru
Nagar ground here on
Thursday, a senior govern-
ment official said. Couples
were from Ghaziabad,
Hapur and Bulandshahr
districts, Ghaziabad
District Magistrate RK
Singh told PTI.

Arrest
KKoottaa:: Bundi police arrested
four members of an inter-
state gang of thieves from
Madhya Pradesh, police
said on Thursday. The
accused have been identi-
fied as Bhisen Singh Bheel
(23), Pintu Bheel (25), Anil
Bheel (23) and Sheru Bheel
(23), all residents of
Madhya Pradesh's Dhar
district.

Rescued 
RRaanncchhii:: Fourteen children,
in the age group of 12 and
17, who were trafficked
from Jharkhand have
been rescued from Delhi,
an official said on
Thursday. Of the 14 chil-
dren 11 are girls and they
belong to Sahebganj dis-
trict in the eastern state.

Booked 
LLuuddhhiiaannaa:: The Ludhiana
Police on Thursday
booked a man for alleged-
ly threatening Punjab
Congress chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring on
social media. Ludhiana
police ACP ( Detective )
Sumit Sood said that the
man was identified as
Amritpal Singh Mehro of
Moga district.

TRS MLAs ‘Poaching’ Case
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BRIEF

A health worker administers a 
vaccine to a child at a temporary

vaccination camp following
measles outbreak that has caused

the death of 10 children, at
Govandi, in Mumbai, Thursday.

Dehgam, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in
Gujarat has transformed
the education sector in the
state and made it more sci-
entific and modern, touch-
ing upon an election issue
which is being aggressive-
ly pushed by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).

Addressing a rally in
Dehgam town of
Gandhinagar district, his
third of the day, ahead of
the next month's Assembly
polls, the PM pointed out
that Gujarat's education
budget has now gone up to
Rs 33,000 crore, more than
the total budget outlay of
several states.

Notably, the comments
the BJP's star campaigner
on Gujarat's education sce-

nario came at a time when
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP has been aggressively
pitching the 'Delhi model'
of education and has prom-
ised to transform govern-
ment-run schools if voted
to power in the state.

"Nearly 20 to 25 years
back, Gujarat's budget allo-
cation for education was
just Rs 1,600 crore. Today, it
stands at Rs 33,000 crore,
more than the total budget
outlay of many states. This
is the progress we have
made," said Modi, who
served as Gujarat Chief
Minister from 2001 to 2014.

Voting in Dehgam will
take place on December 5 in
the second phase of
Assembly polls. "The
changes we brought in this
sector have benefited the
people of the entire
Gujarat. The BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat has trans-
formed the education sec-
tor in the state and made it
more scientific and mod-
ern," he said. The PM told
the gathering that
Gandhinagar has now be-
come an education hub
housing numerous colleges
and universities.

Modi said the world's
first forensic sciences uni-
versity and Children's
University are located in
the state capital. "India's
first energy university
(Pandit Deendayal Energy
University) and Maritime
University are also situated
in Gandhinagar. The cam-
pus of Rashtriya Raksha
University near here is the
pride of Dehgam and
Gandhinagar," he said.
Taking on the Congress,
the PM said leaders of the
opposition party do not
have any vision for develop-
ing Gujarat as they are
busy criticising him all the
time. "We are also working
for empowerment of the
poor and middle class peo-
ple. Instead of finding solu-
tions to problems of the
poor people living in slums,
the Congress used to just
throw some pieces towards
them.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Union Minister Bharati
Pravin Pawar on Thursday
said antimicrobial resist-
ance is a silent and invisi-
ble pandemic and counter-
ing it features prominently
on national health agenda.

Pawar was speaking at
the ministerial plenary of
the third Global High-
Level Conference on
Antimicrobial Resistance
in Muscat, Oman.

According to the World
Health Organisation, AMR
is a global health and de-
velopment threat. Misuse
and overuse of antimicro-
bials are the main drivers
in the development of
drug-resistant pathogens.
The Union Minister of

State for Health said AMR
is a silent and invisible
pandemic that cannot be
overshadowed by other
competing public health
priorities. Emphasizing its
prevalence and subse-
quent fatal effects, she
highlighted that AMR is

recognized as global health
threat with serious health,
political and economic im-
plications, according to a
Union Health Ministry
statement.

Pawar said, "It is heart-
ening to note that AMR has
already been prioritized by
the UN General Assembly,
WHO and member states."

Focusing on the steps
taken by India, she said
various initiatives have
been taken to address AMR
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leader-
ship, the statement said.

She noted that India or-
ganized an AMR confer-
ence in 2016 and highlight-
ed that countering it fea-
tures prominently on the
national health agenda.

Beijing, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Doggedly persisting with
its much-criticised zero-
COVID policy, China has
slipped deeper into the
coronavirus quagmire as it
reported a record 31,444 in-
fections on Thursday with
many of its cities, including
Beijing, resorting to com-
munity lockdowns to stem
the virus amid worsening
wintery weather.

Faced with a renewed
surge in cases in Beijing, as
well as the first deaths from
the virus in months, offi-
cials have already imple-
mented some restrictions
in several districts, with
shops, schools and restau-
rants closed. The National
Health Commission report-
ed 31,444 local infections on
Thursday, surpassing 29,317
cases recorded on April 13
during the height of the
lockdown in Shanghai
where over 25 million peo-
ple were confined to their

homes for months, drawing
public protests.

Also, there is growing
anxiety in the capital
Beijing, especially the
sprawling Chaoyang dis-
trict, home of the country's
top leadership, besides the
elite as the caseload in the
district climbed to 1,648,
perhaps the highest in re-
cent times. As the virus
cases continue to climb for
the past two weeks, city offi-
cials resorted to lockdowns
of huge apartment blocks
and commercial buildings,
confining people to their

flats. Among those restrict-
ed to their homes were
some Indian families who
were told not to step out
until November 27.

They were being provid-
ed with food supplies at
their doorstep.

Officials here were in a
quandary over the sharp
spikes as the rise of COVID
cases comes following last
month's 20th Congress of
the ruling Communist
Party which re-elected
President Xi Jinping, who
is a firm advocate of zero-
COVID policy.

Jammu, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF)
chief Yasin Malik ap-
peared before a special
court here via videocon-
ferencing on Thursday
and cross-examined a wit-
ness in the 1989 kidnap-
ping of Rubaiya Sayeed,
the daughter of then
Union home minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.

Malik, who is lodged in
Delhi's Tihar Jail in a ter-
ror financing case, was not
produced in the court
physically due to a
Ministry of Home Affairs
order restricting his move-
ment. Senior Public

Prosecutor S K Bhat told
reporters, "Today, accused
Yasin Malik participated
in the trial through video-
conferencing...and did not
oppose cross-examining
the witness."

"I made a submission be-
fore the court as a CBI rep-
resentative that produc-
tion warrant should not be
issued as he participated
in the trial. Court accepted
that and no production
warrant was issued," he
said. The court asked the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to pro-
duce the rest of the wit-
nesses on the next date of
hearing on December 23.

Rubaiya did not appear

for the hearing, as her ex-
emption application had
earlier been approved by
the court.

Bhat said two witnesses
were scheduled to record
their statements in the
court. While one of them,
a retired doctor, was pres-
ent in the court, the other
was in Saudi Arabia and
could not join the trial, he
said.

Another witness' exemp-
tion application was ap-
proved by the court as he
was reported to be under-
going dialysis, he said.

The retired doctor's
statement was recorded in
the court in the presence
of Yasin Malik, he said.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
termed the continuance of
Aam Aadmi Party's jailed
leader Satyendar Jain as a
minister in the Delhi gov-
ernment as "shameless-
ness" and said such in-
stances are unprecedented
in public life.

Videos of Jain have
emerged purportedly
showing him eating un-
cooked vegetables and
fruits, getting massages
and other special facilities
in his Tihar prison cell.

"I had also gone to jail
and resigned as a minister.
Later, we fought before the

court and the court said it
was a political conspiracy
and the case is fake. If
there is injustice with you,
then approach law/court.
You can't act such shame-

lessly," the home minister
said at an event here.

When asked about Jain
receiving special treatment
at Tihar, Shah suggested
that it should be posed to
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party to re-
spond whether or not the
video was genuine.

"If the video is genuine,
the accountability lies on
them (AAP). They have to
respond that to their jailed
minister, even after he
going to jail, you don't sus-
pend (him). And sitting in
jail, he uses such facilities.
I do not have to answer (to
this question). Even today
he is the minister ," the
home minister said.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Jama Masjid's Shahi
Imam has agreed to with-
draw the order restricting
entry of women in the
mosque, after Delhi LG V
K Saxena spoke to him and
requested him to take back
the decree, Raj Niwas
sources said on Thursday.

They added that Imam
Bukhari agreed to revoke
the order, on the condition
that visitors respect and
maintain the sanctity of
the mosque.

The administration of
Delhi's famed Jama

Masjid had put up notices
outside the main gates
banning the entry of
'girls', whether alone or in
groups. As controversy es-
calated, the mosque's
Shahi Imam on Thursday
said the order is not appli-
cable to those coming to
offer prayers.

The issue led to an out-
rage in some quarters as
women rights activists
termed the mosque's deci-
sion regressive and unac-
ceptable.

The notices, which have
no date, came up a few
days ago outside the three
main entry gates, sources
in the administration said.
However, it has come to at-
tention only now.

Hyderabad, Nov 24 (PTI):

Senior BJP leader B L
Santhosh and three others
were named as accused by
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) in the case of
alleged conspiracy to
poach four TRS MLAs, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Following directions
from the Telangana High
Court, the SIT, probing the
case, also issued a second
notice to BJP National
General Secretary
(Organisation) Santhosh,
who is yet to appear before
it. In the fresh notice, he
has been asked to appear
before SIT for questioning
on November 26 or
November 28, official

sources told PTI.
Based on the investiga-

tions so far, the SIT filed a
memo in a special Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
court here adding the
names of Santhosh and
two persons from Kerala--
Jaggu Swami and Tushar
Vellapally, besides B
Srinivas, as accused in the
case, they said.

Three persons --
Ramachandra Bharati
alias Satish Sharma,
Nanda Kumar and
Simhayaji Swamy, were al-
ready named as accused in
the case after a complaint
was lodged by TRS MLA
Pilot Rohith Reddy, among
four legislators, against
them on October 26.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday questioned the
"haste" and "tearing
hurry" in appointing Arun
Goel as Election
Commissioner.

The Centre vehemently
resisted the observations,
with Attorney General R
Venkataramani saying
the whole issue pertain-
ing to the appointment of
Goel be looked into its en-
tirety.

At the outset, a five-
judge Constitution bench
headed by Justice K M
Joseph perused the
Centre's original file per-
taining to Goel's appoint-
ment as EC, and said,
"What kind of evaluation
is this? Although, we are

not questioning the mer-
its of Arun Goel's creden-
tials but the process." As
the bench questioned the
"lightning speed" with
which Goel was appointed
as an EC and also that his
file did not even move
within departments for 24
hours, the Centre through
Venkataramani vehe-
mently urged the bench
not to make observations
without looking into the
entire issue pertaining to
the appointment process.

During the hearing,
lawyer Prashant Bhushan
attempted to make sub-
missions before the bench
when the attorney gener-
al was arguing. "Please
hold your mouth for a
while," the top-most law of-
ficer told Bhushan.

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

India on Thursday
termed as "biased and inac-
curate" the US Commission
for International Religious
Freedom's latest observa-
tions claiming that religious
freedom and related human
rights are under threat in
the country, and said the
body continues to be guided
by its prejudices and pur-
sues a motivated agenda.
The US Commission on
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) is a
Congressional-appointed
body. Its recommendations
are, however, not mandatory
to be implemented by the US
State Department. Religious
freedom and related human

rights in India are under on-
going threat, the USCIRF al-
leged on Tuesday in an un-
usual year-end update of the
status of its assessment of
religious freedom in the
country.

Asked about the report at
a media briefing here,
Ministry of External
Affairs Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said, "We
consider these biased and
inaccurate observations
about India by USCIRF.
They (USCIRF) have a ten-
dency to consistently mis-
represent facts and this
shows their lack of under-
standing of India, our con-
stitutional framework, plu-
rality and our robust demo-
cratic system."

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The government has fixed an
indicative value for Delhi's
iconic 'The Ashok' hotel at Rs
7,409 crore under the national
monetisation programme,
according to sources.
The Ashok and the adjacent
hotel Samrat are among the
eight India Tourism
Development Corp assets list-
ed under the National
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP)
announced by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman last year.
The sources said investor con-
sultation has already been
undertaken and a Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs note for the sale of the
sprawling 25-acre property in
the heart of the national capi-
tal is under consideration.

‘BJP Govt transformed
education sector in Guj’

PM Modi addresses a public
meeting ahead of the Gujarat

Assembly elections, in
Palanpur, Thursday.

China’s COVID cases touch record high
̈ Beijing resorts 

to community 
lockdowns

Workers in protective suits prepare their duties in a locked down
neighborhood as part of COVID-19 controls in Beijing, Thursday.

BAN ON ENTRY 

Shahi Imam withdraws order
restricting entry of women

̈ In Jama masjid
after LG request

RUBAIYA SAYEED KIDNAPPING CASE

Malik appears in court
thru videoconferencing

BJP leader Santhosh
named as accused

REMEMBERING AHOM COMMANDER

People light earthen lamps as part of celebrations for 400th birth anniversary 
of Ahom Commander Lachit Borphukan in Nagaon district, Thursday.

‘The Ashok’ is
worth Rs 7,400 cr

under NMP

Jain’s continuance as minister
‘shamelessness’: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses during 400th
birth anniversary celebrations
of Ahom Commander Lachit

Borphukan, at Vigyan Bhawan
in New Delhi, Thursday.

SC questions ‘tearing hurry’ in
appointing Arun Goel as EC

‘Antimicrobial resistance is
a silent, invisible pandemic’

Bharati Pravin Pawar

‘Biased and inaccurate’:
India slams USCIRF’s
latest observations

Diarrhoea cases on rise; 91 admitted to hospitals  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2244::  After the outbreak of di-
arrhoea in the Camp area of the city, the
number of patients admitted to the hos-
pitals has increased to 91 on Thursday.
The health officials informed that 91
were hospitalized after being affected
with diarrhoea. Over 81 people reached
OPDs of government hospitals with
complaints of vomiting and loose mo-
tions. On consultation with doctors,
they are taking medicines at home. On
the other hand, many others sought
treatment at the OPDs of private hospi-
tals and clinics. The exact number of af-

fected people was not available till the
filing of this report. The health depart-
ment is closely monitoring the health of
patients. Arrangements of referrals to
higher medical institutes have also been
made. According to information, the
cause of the diarrhoea outbreak is the
supply of contaminated water from the
taps. The locals who have been using
bore well water are safe. Some people
complained that earthworms and in-
sects are also coming with the tap
water. Civic authorities are trying to ex-
plore the sources of tap water contami-
nation. The network of water supply
pipelines is damaged at several spots

from where the tap water is getting
mixed with sewer and nullah water. The
illegal cattle byres are also being con-
sidered as the source of water contami-
nation. Bhilai Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas inspected the
affected localities and also visited the
hospitals to meet the patients. Water is
being supplied through Tankers in the
affected localities. As on Thursday, 14
patients are admitted at Urban Primary

Health centre, Baikunthdham; 28 at
Supela Government Hospital; Eight at
JLNH Sector 9; Seven at Bhilai Nursing
Home; 16 at District Hospital; 05 at
Ambe Hospital Power House; and 13 pa-
tients are admitted at BM Shah
Hospital. The Health Team surveyed
hundreds of houses on Thursday also.
People were asked to use boiled water
and maintain sanitation. Chlorine
tablets were also distributed.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2244::  Police arrested a
notorious thug on charges of
duping people on the promise
of providing government jobs,
house and loans. The accused
had duped over Rs 30 lakh from
different people on assurance
of getting their children admit-
ted in Swami Atmanand English
Schools, recruitment as Data
Entry Operators, allotment of
houses under government
schemes and loan approval. 

He introduced himself as a
high rank officer of the civic
body. He also claimed links with
top politicians. He had even
provided fake appointment let-
ters and forged documents car-
rying fake signatures of
Secretary level officers. Three
more cases of forgery are
lodged against him. After his
arrest, Khursipar Police re-

ceived several other complaints
against him.

Police had received a com-
plaint from M Jaswant Rao of
Zone 3 Khursipar against one P
Raja of MPR Road, Khursipar.
The accused had duped Rs 1.56
lakhs from him on the promise
of getting his child admitted to
Swami Atmanand English
School and getting a house al-
lotment under Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojna at Amrapali Society.
Police team swung into action
and the accused was taken into
custody.

Later it was discovered that
the accused had duped Rs Eight
lakhs from one Murari Sharma
of new Khursipar on promise of
getting his son and nephew re-
cruited in Swami Atmanand
English School. The accused
had taken Rs 2.05 lakh from

Meena Devi of Khursipar for
getting a house allotted at
Amrapali PM Awas Colony. 

The accused had taken Rs
2.55 lakh from one Nisha Kaur
of Housing Board Jamul on the
promise of providing loan to 51
women of the SHG. In the same
manner, he duped Rs 55000
from Dhaneshwari Hirve for
providing loans to 11 women of
SHG. Rs 2 lakh were duped
from Rahul Kumar Bhujade of
Camp-2 on the promise of pro-
viding job in Bhilai Municipal
Corporation.

Police recovered dozens of
aadhar cards, Photos, forged
appointment letters, bank pass
books and other documents
from the possession of the ac-
cused. The accused P Raja alias
P Tirupati Rao son of PB Rao a
resident of MPR Road Khursipar
has been booked in connection
with six cases of forgery.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: As per the
intentions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and instructions of IGP Dr
Anand Chhabra and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, Durg
Police succeeded in arrest-
ing two directors of a Chit
Fund Company. They are
accused of luring people to
invest in their firm on the
promise of doubling their
investment within a short
period.

Supela Police arrested
the directors of chit fund
company Nirmal Chhaya
Real Estate and Allied
Limited. Durg Police is con-
tinuously taking action
against the directors of the
chit fund companies and ef-

forts are being made to re-
turn the money to the in-
vestors.

According to informa-
tion, the directors of
Nirmal Chhaya Real Estate
and Allied Limited branch,
Nehru Nagar Bhilai, gave
tempting offers to the com-
mon people to deposit the
amount on the pretext of
doubling or tripling the de-
posited amount in a short
period of time.

On completion of the
time period, when the cus-
tomers approached the
company for withdrawal of
the maturity amount, the
directors of the company
cheated them by refusing
them to return the money.
On the complaint of in-
vestors, a case was lodged

at police station Supela
under section 420 of IPC
and Sections 7, 10 of
Chhattisgarh Protection of
Interests of Investors Act,
2005.

The case was lodged on
November 23, 2022 against
the directors of Nirmal
Chhaya Real Estate and
Allied Limited. On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav

and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai) Nikhil
Rakhecha, the Supela
Police swung into action
and arrested Chitfund
Company Director Prakash
Chand Nishad from
Gunderdehi and Prakash
Chandra Kurveti from
Mandla (MP) on November
24. They were produced be-

fore the court and have
been sent to jail on judicial
remand. The arrested ac-
cused are Prakash Chand
Nishad (39) son of Dhanraj
Nishad a resident of
Khuteri, Police Station and
PO Gundardehi, presently
residing at Santoshipara,
Chhawani; and Prakash
Chandra Kurveti (40) son of
Harnam Kurveti a resident
of Dhanpuri, District
Mandla (MP).

Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela), Sub
Inspector Pramod
Srivastava, Head Constable
Prahlad Bajpai, Constable
Vikas Tiwari, Shailendra
Srivastava and women con-
stable Toshi Goswami
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: The clos-
ing ceremony of the 1st
Mar Theodosius Cup Inter
school Volleyball
Championship for 2022-23
was conducted at Mar
Baselios Vidhya Bhawan
Kailsh Nagar Volleyball
Court on Thursday, in
which 15 men's teams and 8
women's teams of CBSE
schools in and around
Bhilai participated.

The event provided an
opportunity to students of
neighbouring schools to
socialise with each other
and provided a platform to
budding sports persons to
showcase their talent. Dr
Prof MJ Roymon
Principal Saint Thomas
College was the chief guest
on the occasion.

In his speech he appreci-

ated the efforts of MBVB
management, principal
and staff for organising
such an impressive tourna-
ment and congratulated the
students for the positive
frame of mind set in which
they played each match. He
invited all the teams to
come again next year and
hoped the number will be
double next year.

Principal of the school
in his welcome address ap-
preciated the schools for
accepting the invitation

and joining the tourna-
ment. He said that this
tournament is started
from this year in loving
memory of late lamented
His Grace Stephanos Mar
Theodosius founder
Bishop of MGM Group of
institutions. He said that
in this tournament perma-
nent trophy and cash
award of Rs 10,000 each to
both boys and girls and tro-
phy and cash prize of Rs
5,000 is awarded to both
boys and girls runners up.

Mar Theodosius cup vol-
leyball tournament came
to a spectacular end on
Thursday. Dr  MG
Roymon, Principal Saint
Thomas college, gave away
trophies and cash money
awards to winners which
was as follows: MGM
school sector VI were Girls
champion and Sankara
school sector X were Boys
champion. Girls Runners
up were DPS school Bhilai
and boys runners up were
MGM sector VI.

Present on the occasion
were Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese diocesan educa-
tion officer, Rev Fr PS
Varghese. Executive Vice
Chairman CCET, Rev Fr
Aju K Varghese, treasurer
Saint Thomas Mission and
Rev Fr Kurian John
Principal MGM Public
school. Principals of oth-
ers schools, teachers and
coaches. Vote of thanks
was delivered by Prashant
Sirsat, sports officer
MBVB.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: Swadeshi
Khadi Mahotsava is un-
derway at Civic Center
Weldex Ground, the heart
of the city. This exhibition
cum sale has become a hot
topic of discussion among
the women and youth of
the city. The uniqueness of
this event is that the cus-
tomers are able to get a
collection of more than
80000 designs under one
roof.

The woollen collection
is attracting customers at
the exhibition. Customers
can get attractive
Kashmiri shawls, suits
and different types of
warm clothes, Panipat's
cotton and woollen socks,

gloves as well as Meerut's
Khadi kurtas.

Customers are on a buy-
ing spree as banarasi silk
sarees, Lucknow Chikan,
bed sheets from Pilkhuwa,
as well as AC bedsheets
from Jhansi and many
more are available at very

affordable prices.
10% to 20% special dis-

count is being offered at
all stalls in the exhibition.
Exhibition timings are
from 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM.
Payments are accepted
through Credit and Debit
cards also at all stalls.

National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo felicitates
Actress Rashmi Dewangan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24:
Doordarshan anchor,
model and Chhollywood ac-
tress Rashmi Dewangan
was the special guest at the
grand exhibition of
National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo 2022 at
Grass Memorial Ground,
Civil Line, Raipur on
Sunday. This exhibition is
organised by Shri Krishna
Handloom, Handicrafts
and Village Industries
Committee. Rashmi visited
all the stalls of the exhibi-
tion and oversaw all the
handicrafts and handloom
items. She spoke to the peo-
ple and purchased different
items from them. She was
accorded a warm welcome
at all the stalls and the
shopkeepers took selfies
with her.

At the outset, she lit the
lamps and wished for the
success of the exhibition.
The organisers welcomed
her with flower bouquets.
She interacted with the
customers, shared her ex-

perience and also motivat-
ed everyone to purchase
items from the exhibition.

This exhibition was in-
augurated on 18th
November and will con-
clude on 11th December.
The National Art and Craft
Cotton Silk Expo 2022 has a
vast range of authentic and
traditional silk, cotton
handlooms from different
states of India. Director
Manish Yadav informed
that while Kolkata's Kotha
silk sarees and Bhagalpur's
silk sarees are attracting
women, on the other hand,
Lucknowi chikan and cot-
ton salwar of Uttar

Pradesh's vast range of
girls' apparels are attract-
ing the customers.

A wide range of delec-
table papads and delicious
pickles, dry flowers from
Nagaland, silk sarees from
Bhagalpur, jute bags from
Calcutta, jute chappals and
exotic Khurja crockery are
available. Payments are ac-
cepted through Debit and
credit cards. People can
visit this exhibition from 10
am to 10 pm. To ensure con-
venience of the shoppers,
there is plenty of space for
parking along with other
arrangements in the
ground itself.

Exhibition focused on ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’
inaugurated at Hemchand Yadav University

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: The cul-
tural heritage of
Chhattisgarh is exception-
al in all respect. We should
make every possible effort
to protect Chhattisgarhi
self-respect.

These words were ex-
pressed by the Vice
Chancellor of Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,
Khairagarh, Dr Mamta
Chandrakar on Thursday.
Dr Mamta Chandrakar
was expressing her views
as the chief guest at the
inauguration ceremony of
a grand exhibition fo-
cused on "Hamar
Chhattisgarh" at
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg.

Dr Chandrakar said
that the exhibition would
prove to be a storehouse of
knowledge for the young
generation. She congratu-
lated the Vice Chancellor
of Hemchand Yadav
University and the univer-
sity administration for
this grand event.

While presiding over

the function, Vice
Chancellor of Hemanchad
Yadav University, Durg,
Dr Aruna Palta said that
the main objective of this
exhibition organised by
the University was to pro-
vide all the information
related to Chhattisgarh to
the students under one
roof. More than 100 profes-
sors and over 1000 stu-
dents from 25 colleges af-
filiated to the university
enthusiastically partici-
pated in this exhibition.

Conducting the inaugu-
ration ceremony which
started with the presenta-

tion of Chhattisgarhi
state song Arpa Pairi and
Kulgeet of the University,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,
Dean, Student Welfare, ex-
plained the stalls of the
exhibition in detail, high-
lighting various aspects of
the state of Chhattisgarh.
The Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep in his welcome
address termed the exhi-
bition as a milestone in
the history of the
University.

On this occasion, the
outstanding sportsper-
sons of Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg were ho-

noured with cash rewards
of Rs 15000/-, Rs 12000/-
and Rs 8000/-, medals and
certificates for securing
first, second and third po-
sitions respectively in na-
tional competitions.
During the exhibition, na-
tional level renowned in-
strumentalist Rikhee
Kshatriya presented the
voice of wild animals
through the medium of
the instrument.

Chief Guest Dr Mamta
Chandrakar was felicitat-
ed by Vice Chancellor Dr
Aruna Palta and princi-
pals of various colleges by

presenting mementos and
shawls. A large number of
principals, professors, stu-
dents and common citi-
zens enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the exhibition.

During the exhibition,
stalls focusing on
Chhattisgarh's culture,
sports, food, industrial
policy, higher education,
health, agriculture,
forests, water bodies, reli-
gious places, fasts and fes-
tivals, dishes, costumes
etc. enthralled the visi-
tors. In the end Dr
Prashant Srivastava pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
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Swadeshi Khadi Mahotsava
attracts customers

Theodosius cup volley ball tournament concludes at MBVB

Directors of Chit-fund Company 
apprehended within two days

Fun Fest at SRGI on Nov 27
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 24: A fun
fest is being organised
by Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions
(SRGI). This event will
be held on November
27, 2022, Sunday, from
15:00 hrs in the campus
located at Kohka
Kurud Road.

It will be a fun-filled
day featuring great
shopping, exciting fun-
filled games, delicious
food, traditional art &
craft, apparel & acces-
sories, jewellery & cos-
metics, fashion & style,
automobiles and many
more major attrac-
tions.

There has been a
very good response for
the shopping stalls on

this occasion, all the
stalls have been
booked. Famous actor
of Chhattisgarh Anuj
Sharma will perform
in this event and a live
band will also be pres-
ent for the entertain-
ment of guests.

After enduring three
years of corona pan-
demic students are
very excited about the
fun fest. The event will
see the participation of
SRGI students, faculty
and renowned busi-
ness establishments of
the city.

The platinum spon-
sor of the event is Ajit
Enterprises and a
Selfie Zone will be
sponsored by
Caratlane (A Unit of
Tanishq). There will be

an array of exciting ac-
tivities for all age
groups, the entry to the
event will be free for
the general public to
enjoy. By implement-
ing

ventures in the fun
fest, the professional
knowledge of the stu-
dents increases. Work
is being done for the
all-around develop-
ment of the students
along with the quality
education provided by
the organization.

SRGI Chairman
Sanjay Rungta and
Director Saket Rungta
said that the theme of
the fun fest is commu-
nity unity, one can
enjoy this occasion
with friends, family
and guests.

Notorious thug arrested from Khursipar
BJP leaders meet victims; condemn

BMC for poor civic amenities
Leaders of Bharatiya Janata Party in-

spected the affected areas and also vis-
ited the hospitals to meet the patients.
Shri Ram Janmotsava Samiti Youth
Wing President Manish Pandey visited
the hospitals and met the patients. He
asked the doctors to provide best treat-
ment to the affected people. He also vis-
ited the residences of Late Kush Daharia and Late M Madhvi, who succumbed to
diarrhoea. Vaishali Nagar MLA Vidyaratan Bhasin, BJP leader Sharda Gupta and
others also visited the hospitals to meet the patients. They accused the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation for poor civic amenities. They alleged that the BMC failed
in ensuring clean water supply which resulted in outbreak of diarrhoea. Sharda
Gupta asserted that the BMC officials were responsible for this situation.  



DEMARCATION FOR LEFT TURN

The Traffic police is constructing indicators for left turn on main roads and crossings,
so as to streamline traffic.

PTSU secures 3rd position in East Region Varsity Tennis tournament
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 24: Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University (PRSU)
Tennis team secured
third position in the
Eastern Regional Inter
University Tennis tour-
nament being organised
under the aegis of
Jadhapur University
Kolkata.

According to informa-
tion received, PRSU
boys team defeated
Kashi Vidyapeeth with
the score of 2-1 in the
Hardline match.

Gupta and Ajay
Tandi won their match-
es to ensure team se-
cures third position.
Similarly, the girls
team comprising
Urvashi Banjare and
Pakhi Bhatt helped
PRSU register win
against the Amity
University. Director
Physical Education of
PRSU Dr
Vipinchandra Sharma
and Coaches Rupendra
Singh Chouhan and
Sanjay Shukla congrat-
ulated the player for
the victory.

Sanction maximum PG seats to increase number of specialist doctors: Singhdeo

Raipur, Nov 24: Health
and Family Welfare and
Medical Education
Minister TS Singhdeo
chaired a general body
meeting of the
Autonomous Committee of
Bharat Ratna Late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Memorial
Medical College,
Rajnandgaon today. In a

meeting organized at
Naveen Vishram Bhawan,
Civil Line, Raipur he asked
to increase the number of
specialist doctors in the
state and sanction maxi-

mum PG seats in the med-
ical college.

He instructed to organize
the meeting of the
Autonomous Committee
every three months.

Member of the
Autonomous Committee,
Parliamentary Secretary
Indrashah Mandavi,
Secretary of Health and
Medical Education

Department, Prasanna R,
Commissioner of Durg
Division, Mahadev Kavre,
Director of Medical
Education Department, Dr
Vishnu Dutt, Dean of
Rajnandgaon Medical
College, Dr Renuka Gahine
and Hospital
Superintendent Dr Pradeep
Beck also attended the
meeting.

The Medical Education
Minister also instructed to
make full utilisation of
fund to be received by the
medical college for study
and teaching and strength-
ening infrastructure. To
this end the autonomus
fund should be utilised
fully, he said. He instructed
to ensure judicious utilisa-
tion of amounts to be allot-
ted to proposed funds of the

medical college. The pro-
posal to purchase and in-
stall CCTV for security in
college campus and hostel
premises in accordance
with the parameters of na-
tional medical commission
was approved at the meet-
ing. Singhdeo instructed to
issue tenders for the book-
keeping work of the au-
tonomous branch since the
establishment of the col-
lege. The proposal to in-
crease the salary of the
Casualty Medical Officer
working on contract in
the Medical College was
also approved. The com-
pliance report of the de-
cisions taken in the last
meeting of the commit-
tee was also approved in
the meeting of the au-
tonomous committee.

Seminar on utility of Grammar held at Daga College
Raipur, Nov 24: English
department of Smt
Pramila Gokuldas Daga
Girls College organised a
lecture on “English gram-
mar and its practical utility
in day to day life.”

Prof. Chandan Soni from
Government Lahiri College
Chirmiri Chhattisgarh was
invited to deliver the lec-
ture for enrichment of stu-
dents. Principal of the
College Dr Sangeeta Ghai
graced the inaugural ses-
sion along with the guest.

In the lecture speaker
shared his views on the
English language. He com-
municated with students
that English is not a diffi-
cult language but only a
medium for exchanging
thoughts. Speaker sir pro-
moted students to read
hard cover books rather
than ebooks.

All the aspects of com-
municative English i.e. lis-
tening, speaking, reading
and writing has been deliv-
ered to the student with
masterful ease.

Comparative analysis of
Hindi and English lan-
guage sounds guided un-
derstudies to use English
language comfortably in
our day to day life. Practice
of phonetic sound during

session was the most inter-
esting aspect of today’s ses-
sion. Prof. Soni mesmer-
ized the audience through
his indepth knowledge and
unique style. The stage con-
duction was done by

Kusum Pradhan from the
department of English and
the session was concluded
with a vote of thanks by the
Head of English
Department Dr Smriti
Agarwal. Dr Padma

Sharma, Dr Gayatri
Sharma, Dr Renuka
Bakshi, Dr Aarti Pandey,
Binay Ranjan and all the
faculty members of the col-
lege were present through-
out the session.

BJP approaches EOW on
beautification work scam

Raipur, Nov 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday ap-
proached Economic
Offense Wing (EOW) to
register complaint
against the Mayor
Raipur Municipal
Corporation who they al-
leged in nexus with
Officers, manipulated the
construction works
under beautification of
Road Divider from
Telibandha Chowk to
VIP Turning which smell
corruption. In support to
their allegations, the BJP
Corporators submitted
documents to the office of
EOW seeking probe into
the scam.

Prior to it, the Leader
of Opposition in RMC
Meenal Choubey and
other senior Corportors
including Suryakant
Rathore, Mritunjay
Dubey and Pramod Sahu
while addressing press
conferences alleged that
construction work worth
Rs 2 crore was broken in
small parts in such a way
that they do not require
an online tender and
wanted to complete the
beautification work

under Untitled Works
which smells corruption.
They said that entire ex-
ercise was done at the be-
hest of Mayor to provide
undue benefit to the
Contractors involved in
the beautification work.
They further stated that
half of the beautification
work on the Road Divider
was complete on the day
the Notice Inviting
Tender (NIT) was pub-
lished in the newspaper
which raises question
mark on the Survey con-
ducted by the officers for
the said work. They said
that it was attempt to pro-
vide undue benefit to a
particular Contractor.

BJP leaders further
said that the RMC admin-
istration had not taken
consent from NHAI as
the works had to be car-
ried out on the NHAI
property. They said that
all essential norms have
been ignored under the
patronage of Mayor.
They alleged that the
RMC administration is
misleading them when-
ever they had sought
query into the beautifica-
tion work.

Cong paying for 15 yrs of

‘ramrajya’ of Raman: Baghel

Raipur, Nov 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
informed that discussions
were held on the reserva-
tion in the cabinet and
added that recruitment of
OBC, EWS and ST is done
in the District and there
was no Act and it has been
cancelled by the High
Court. As to how impor-
tant if reservation for dis-
trict is equivalent to that
of one’s life, he added.

Commenting over the
statement by ex-CM Dr
Raman Singh, Baghel
said that as to how peace-
ful and ‘Ram Rajya’ was
there in last 15 years is
what we all are facing the
music and paying for it.
The tribals lost their

land, hundreds of tribals
were sent to jail and liter-
ally over-crowded and in
other cases they were tar-
getted by pointing them
as naxalites. In Jheeram
valley massacre all the
party leaders got mar-
tyred and on this CM
questioned as to whether
this is ‘Ramrajya’? The
way the looting was going
on is seen by all and in 15
years the results came to
fore and the party got lim-
ited to just 15 VS seats.

To another allegation
that no development
work has been carried
out in last four years, CM
Baghel questioned ex-CM
Singh that if work would
have been carried out in
last 15 years than the peo-
ple of Rajnandgaon
would not have been de-
manding roads and also
questioned whether the
roads constructed in last
four years got damaged

so easily. Baghel said that
if at all the erstwhile gov-
ernment would have
worked, then roads would
not have got damaged in
just 4 yrs. Education hub
and other works on stud-
ies is being done by
Congress government
and charged that Raman
Singh garnered vote just
by misleading people
with false claims.

On comment by
Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, Baghel said that
form 2003 to 2012, Raman
Singh had not introduced
reservation and now it
has been done, but it
could not last in HC. For
reservation a special ses-
sion of the Assembly has
been called and the
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
will not have to tender his
resignation, as the
Congress government
will always stand with
the tirbals.

CM Baghel to participate in pre-budget meeting
Raipur, Nov 24:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will participate in the pre-
budget meeting chaired by
the Union Finance
Minister. A meeting of
Finance Ministers of all
the states of the country
has been called at Vigyan

Bhavan in New Delhi on 25
November at 11 am.

Regarding the prepara-
tion of the  Budget 2023-24,
a meeting of the Finance
Ministers of all the States
has been organized by the
Union Finance Ministry to
invite suggestions and pro-
posals from the States.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel will present his
proposals on economic is-
sues related to the state’s
interest. Along with this,
CM will also draw the at-
tention of the Finance
Minister on the pending
demands of the state.

Govt approves drafts of two
amendment bills on quota

Raipur, Nov 24: The
Chhattisgarh cabinet
chaired by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday approved the
draft of two amendment
bills related to reservation
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs in proportion to
the population of different
categories in the state, offi-
cials said.

These bills, which if
passed could take the over-
all quota to 76 per cent,
will be tabled in the
Assembly during its spe-
cial session scheduled on
December 1 and 2, they
said.

As per official sources,
the bills provide 32 per
cent reservation to
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 27
per cent to Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
and 13 per cent to
Scheduled Caste (SC), as
announced in 2019 by the
state government.

The quantum of quota
proposed for Economically
Weaker Section (EWS)

provisioned in the bills
was not disclosed by offi-
cials, though some local
media outlets said it could
be 4 per cent.

Briefing about the cabi-
net’s decisions, state
Parliamentary Affairs
minister Ravindra
Choubey said, “The drafts
of Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
Reservation) Amendment
Act and the amendment
bill related to admission in
educational institutions
were approved.”

CM Baghel had said
reservation benefits in
proportion to the popula-
tion was the right of peo-
ple and the bills are being

brought on this basis,
Choubey said.

“The state government
is serious over the situa-
tion arising following the
Chhattisgarh High Court’s
decision in September. We
have discussed the
Chhattisgarh Quantifiable
Data Commission’s report
that was recently submit-
ted. Reservation will be
based on population data
(of OBC and EWS) provid-
ed by the commission,”
the minister informed.

The Supreme Court has
said EWS reservation can
be up to 10 per cent, which
will also be followed,
Choubey said.

The minister, who re-
fused to give details of
community-wise quota

percentages, said the two
amendment bills related to
reservation in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
in education institutions
will be tabled during the
special session of the
Assembly next month.

In August 2019, the state
cabinet had approved an
ordinance to bring an
amendment to
Chhattisgarh Lok Seva
(Anusuchit Jatiyon,
Anusuchit Jan Jatiyon
Aur Anya Pichhade
Vargon Ke Liye Arakshan)
Adhiniyam, 1994.

The cabinet had ap-
proved to hike OBC reser-
vation to 27 per cent from
the existing 14 per cent,
that of Scheduled Castes
to 13 per cent from the cur-
rent 12 per cent, besides 10
EWS quota.

With the 32 per cent ST
quota remaining un-
touched, the reservation
percentage was set to
reach 82 per cent due to
this decision.

However, in October
2019, the Chhattisgarh
High Court stayed this de-
cision citing unavailabili-
ty of quantifiable popula-
tion data. The state gov-

ernment later constituted
the CGQDC, which sub-
mitted its report on
November 21.

The issue of quota had
flared up in the state after
the Chhattisgarh HC set
aside a 2012 order to raise
quota in education and
jobs in the state to 58 per
cent. The HC had said
breaching of the 50 per
cent quota limit was un-
constitutional.

The HC order had
brought down quota for
STs from 32 per cent to 20
per cent., triggering
protests from various seg-
ments.

Early this month,
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey had writ-
ten to Baghel asking him
to take immediate steps to
restore the 32 per cent
reservation benefits for
tribals, including calling a
special Assembly session
to pass bills.

Subsequently, Baghel
wrote to Assembly
Speaker Charandas
Mahant urging him to con-
vene a special session of
the state on December 1
and 2 on the reservation
issue.
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Meeting of the
Autonomous
Committee of
Rajnandgaon
Government Medical
College 

Instructions given to
organize the meeting of
the committee every
three months

Cong has called special
session of VS on reserva-
tion and party will
always stand with tribals

To be tabled in special
Assembly session on
Dec 1-2

Rajeev Das
Raipur: Senior
Journalist, Central
Chronicle Press,

Rajeev Das
(52 years),
resident of
Sector-1, DD
N a g a r ,
R a i p u r

passed away on June
23, Wednesday. The
final rites were per-
formed on Thursday at
Mahadev Ghat crema-
torium. He was sur-
vived by wife, son and a
daughter.

OBITUARY

Usoor’s decades old forest nursery closed

Bijapur, Nov 24: Bijapur
district coverage is over an
area of ??6562 square kilo-
meters. Bijapur district
has been in existence for
about 15 years. Due to
Indravati National Park,
Bhairamgarh Sanctuary,
Pamed Sanctuary and
Kutru Game Century,
Bijapur district has a dis-
tinct identity in the coun-
try and Chhattisgarh state.

In order to increase the
area of ??forests, the
Forest Department gets
plantation done every year
in increased quantity in
Bijapur district. The forest
department also has forest
nurseries in various places
in the district and in some
places the forest nurseries
have also been closed. One

such nursery used to be in
Usoor village of Bijapur
district which was quite
popular around
Usoor.

According to vil-
lage senior citizens
Morla Samma, Kadati
Kanna, Sodi Kanna
and Kalmu Hurrey, the
nursery in Usoor was
more than six decades old
and in the early days, the
nursery workers used to
get only 50 paise as daily

wage. Most of the people of
the village used to work in
the nursery, at that time

this nursery was a
major means of pro-
viding employment
to the villagers.

The villager in-
formed that in the

nursery of Usoor, high
quality seeds and plants of
teak and bamboo were pre-
pared; these plants were
exported to other cities.
Apart from this, saplings

of mango, guava, banana
and other plants were also
prepared here. The vil-
lagers also informed that
at that time there used to
be a lot of activity around
the nursery, but now this

nursery is completely de-
serted. The area of the
nursery is spread over
about six acres and  the
area of ??this nursery is
also continuously decreas-
ing and now left relict.

Two female bookies arrested for betting
Jagdalpur, Nov 24: The
craving for playing and
practice ‘Satta’ has re-
mained a canker in this
society for the last several
decades and has more less
taken people of every sec-
tion of the society in its
grip. Where earlier men
used to be addicted to it,
now the circumstances
are changing and this bad-
habit has started taking
women in its grip like a
contagious disease. The
stage has come to such an

extent that even the
women are playing bet-
ting by closing the
Khaiwal.

There is such a burning
case in which two female
bookies, Navina Bhuarya
resident of Rabindranath
Tagore ward and Sandhya
Rao resident of Maharani
ward, have been arrested
red-handed by the police
on Tuesday on charges of
betting under Bodhghat
police station area. In this
case, the police have recov-

ered more than Rs 30,000
in cash and betting slips
from both the women. The
police have taken action
against both the women
accused by registering a
case under section 4 (A) of

the Gambling Act.
Bodhghat TI Lalji Sinha

said that the police got in-
formation from the in-
former that some women
in the city are practicing
illegal betting by taking
money from other people.
On tip of an information
given by the informer, two
female bookies have been
identified and arrested
from Rabindranath
Tagore ward and
Maharani ward of the city.
During interrogation,

both the women confessed
their crime. After which
the police arrested both
the accused Navina
Bhuarya resident of
Rabindranath Tagore
ward and Sandhya Rao
resident of Maharani
ward. Police has recov-
ered more than Rs 30000
cash from both the
women. Along with this,
the police have also recov-
ered the slips of ‘satta
patti’ from their posses-
sion.

3500 farmers of Bastar division
deprived of registration: Kashyap

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2244:: BJP State
General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap charged that due to the
negligence of the government,
around 3500 farmers of Bastar
division have been deprived of
registration for paddy purchase.
Because of which farmers will
not be able to sell their paddy
without registration. The govern-
ment is regularly bringing such
provisions which is putting farm-
ers in trouble and may pose por-
blems to them in selling paddy. 

Kashyap charged that in the
Congress rule, sometimes the
area of the farmers is cut and

sometimes the farmers have to
face apathy in registration. The
farmers here have to bear the
brunt of the same. The govern-
ment is continuously misbehav-
ing with the farmers. Due to this
anti-farmer policy of the

Congress, the farmers are facing
lots of troubles. He said that
there is a demand from the gov-
ernment that action should also
be taken against such people,
who are not showing seriousness
in this matter. The administra-
tion should pay attention to the
problems being faced by the
farmers and buy 100 per cent
paddy from the farmers. The
government should stop doing
injustice to the farmers by
changing its policies and warned
that otherwise the party will
have to take on to streets regard-
ing this issue.

Vivekanad Mahavidyalaya
holds ‘Food Fiesta’

Raipur, Nov 24: For the
first time Vivekanad
Mahavidyalaya organized
‘Food Fiesta’ in which stu-
dents learned about com-
merce and management.
The students set food stalls

of different items which
they had prepared from
home. These mouth water-
ing dishes were also sold
by the students. Some stu-
dents expressed their feel-
ings about setting up food

stalls right from young
age and today their dream
has come true. The differ-
ent dishes displayed in-
clude cup cake, tea, idly
and many more. The price
of all these items were fi-
nalized by the students’
themselves. The students
earned profit by selling
the items from their stalls.
The inauguration of food
fiesta was done by college
principal Dr Manoj
Mishra and other profes-
sors by tasting the food at
stalls only after paying
their price. On November
25 dance competition is
scheduled and the last pro-
gramme under V Fiesta is
in November 26 and will
be singing competition.

MLA gives patient hearing to grievances of villagers

Bemetara, Nov 24:
Ashish Chhabra MLA
Bemetara participated in
the section-level
Janchoupal camp organ-
ized at Babamohtra Gram
Panchayat of Bemetara
block under Bemetara as-
sembly constituency and
gave patient hearing to
grievances and problems
of the villagers. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by garlanding the oil
paintings of Maa
Saraswati and
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.

On this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra said that
the Chief Minister of the
state Bhupesh Baghel is
constantly visiting each
assembly constituency,
meeting the common peo-
ple through Janchaupal
and having direct dialogue
with the beneficiaries and
listening to their problems
and is resolving them im-
mediately. It is the inten-
tion of the state govern-
ment that the people of the

village should get maxi-
mum facilities, their life
should be easy and simple
and they should get the
benefits of the schemes of
the government easily.
They should not have to
frequently visit the gov-
ernment offices to solve
the day-to-day problems
and for this purpose all
the departments includ-
ing Collector and CEO
are part of the camp and

try to resolve it on the
spot through section
level Janchoupal camp in
the presence of other de-
partmental officer.

MLA Ashish Chhabra
inspected the stalls set up
by various departments
and distribution of I-
cards to the members of
Mitanin Club on Mitanin
Sisters on Mitani Day.
They were honoured by
presenting them with a

shawl and shreefal. On
this occasion, Lukesh
Verma, President, Block
Congress Committee,
Bemetara, Mrs.
Shashiprabha Gaikwad,
Member, District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Mithilesh Verma, Vice
President, District
Panchayat, Bemetara,
Pancharam Sahu,
President, Service Co-op-
erative Society, Kusmi,
Mrs. Savitri Mohan Sahu,
Sarpanch, Mrs. Savita
Pal, Member, District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Nilesh Vaishnav
Sarpanch, Manoj
Sharma Chairman,
Manoj Gaikwad,
Chitendra Verma,
Harish Sahu, Pranjal
Tiwari, Kamal Sahu,
Prahlad Sahu, Ramu
Lahre, Ramdas Banjare,
Kailash Sahu, Mohan
Sinha, Sushil, Bishat
Sahu, Dhannu Sahu,
Ganeshwar Lahre, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue and a large num-
ber of villagers including
Suruchi Singh, District
CEO Patre were present.

RJDS files written complaint against Sahara India Co.

Raipur, Nov 24: Raipur
Jila Dewangan Samaj
(RJDS) made a written
complaint against Sahara
India Company and all
their branch managers in
Raipur to Azad Chowk
Police Station, Raipur
Superintendent of Police
and a memorandum was
submitted by the society to
ADM in the name of
Raipur Collector.

Raipur jila Dewangan
Samaj was given an appli-
cation by about 100
Dewangan people under
the district. Social people
have clearly mentioned in
the letter that they had in-
vested every paisa
(amount) of their hard
earned money for their
small children and family
in the various savings
schemes run by Sahara
India Company to secure
his future. We are not
being paid by the company
even after completion of
the maturity period of the
invested amount. For
years, we have been plead-

ing for justice, but we have
not found anyone to listen
to the voices of the vic-
tims. Now we are express-
ing our agony in front of
Raipur Jila Dewangan
Samaj, that please help us.

In the general meeting
of Raipur Jila  Dewangan
Samaj, after discussing
this letter, it was decided
that now Raipur jila
Dewangan Samaj will
fight for the rights and
rights of common
Dewangan people.

In this sequence, today
on Wednesday, 23-11-2022,
Raipur Jila Dewangan
Samaj has filled a written
complaint to Azad
Chowk Police Station,

Raipur Superintendent
of Police against Sahara
India Company’s nomi-
nated high-paid employ-
ee (1) Area Manager -
Jivraj Singh (2) Regional
Office Manager -
Somnath Singh (3)
Ashram Branch
Manager - Ghanshyam
Suryavanshi, (4) Pandri
Branch Manager - Alok
Suhani and (5) Krishna
Nagar Branch Manager -
Santosh Sahu. these five
were booked for irregu-
larity with account hold-
ers, misleading people,
giving wrong informa-
tion, The context of ar-
resting and taking action
for defrauding the in-

vestors for personal in-
terest and non-payment
by the company despite
completion of the maturi-
ty period of the amount in-
vested by the common de-
wangan of our society in
various schemes of
Sahara India has done jus-
tice. The complaint letter
was given in writing and a
memorandum was handed
over to Raipur Collector
ADM demanding justice
for the common Devangan
people by adding the matu-
rity amount and its inter-
est till date by Sahara
India Company.

Patron Meghnath
Dewangan, Chandrabhan
Dewangan, Secretary
Manohar Dewangan,
Treasurer Sharad Kumar
Dewangan, Student Cell
President Dinesh
Dewangan, Bhupendra
Dewangan, Balram
Dewangan, Sanju
Dewangan, etc. about 20 of-
ficials were present in this
program. Raipur Jila
Dewangan Samaj
Secretary Manohar
Dewangan shared the
above information with
the press.

RKC shines in Ch’garh State
Closed Squash Ch’ship-2022

Raipur, Nov 24: It is
heartening to note that the
following students partici-
pated in Chhattisgarhi
State Closed Squash
Championship, 2022 at
Squash Complex, Outdoor
stadium, new
Buddhatalab, Raiur from
Nov 16 to 29.

Jaivardhan Singh of 5-A
was adjudged as the win-
ner of Boy’s Under-11 cate-
gory.Divyam Upadhyay of
Class 6B was the runner-
up of Boy’s Under-13.
Aakash Agrawal of Class
7-G reached the quarter
final stage. Jainansh Jain
of Class 8-A became the
winner of Boy’s under-15
category.

Ishant Ramanani of
Class 8-A was the runner-

up in Boy’s under-15 cate-
gory. The second runner-
up positions were claimed
by Jaivardhan Rajendra
Champati Ray of Class 8-F
and Udit Dubey of Class
12-D for boy’s under-15 and
Boy’s Under-17 categories
respectively.

Therefore, it is to be
noted that RKC students
performed commendably
under the guidance of VS
Dubey, Squash Coach, B
Karunakaran, H.O.D.
Sports and SNS Deo. Vice
Principal and Lt. Col.
Avinash Singh, Principal
RKC have praised the ef-
forts made by the students
of RKC and coach for the
sterling performance put
up by RKC’s Squash team
for the feat.

Meeting of High Power
Committee concludes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 24: The
fourth meeting of the
State Level High Power
Steering Committee of
Mission AMRUT was
held here on Wednesday
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. In the meeting, a
detailed report of water
supply schemes with an
estimated cost of Rs 550
cr was presented to pro-
vide drinking water in
various urban bodies of
the state under the second
phase of Mission
AMRUT.

Besides, the project re-
port of water supply
schemes under Nagar
Panchayat Mana Camp,
Nagar Panchayat
Samoda, Nagar
Panchayat Mandir
Hasaud, Nagar Panchayat
Chandkhuri of Raipur
district Under Mission
AMRUT was presented in

the meeting. Similarly,
the project report was dis-
cussed in detail for the
construction of water
supply schemes in Nagar
Panchayat Fingeshwar in
Gariyaband district,
Nagar Panchayat
Kumhari in Durg district,
Nagar Panchayat
Premnagar in Surajpur
district, Nagar Panchayat
Bodri in Bilaspur district
and Nagar Panchayat
Jhagarkhand, Nagar
Panchayat Khogpani and
Nagar Panchayat Ledri in
Koriya district under
Mission AMRUT.

Secretary (Urban
Administration) Alarmel
Mangai D., Secretary
(Water Resources)
Anbalagan P., SUDA
Chief Executive Officer
Saumil Ranjan Choubey
along with Public Health
Engineering Department
and other departments of-
ficials were present in
this meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing.

‘Mor Mayaru Guruji’ prog
gets Skoch Award

Raipur, Nov 24:
Chhattisgarh has once
again achieved another ac-
complishment at the na-
tional level as the ‘Mor
Mayaru Guruji’ program
run by the Chhattisgarh
State Child Rights
Protection Commission
has been selected to be
awarded with the  Skoch
Award in New Delhi. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia have con-
gratulated the Commission
for this achievement. It is
worth mentioning that this
honor is given by the Skoch
organization after a step-
by-step evaluation which
includes  7 levels, from en-
rollment to the final stage.
Through the ‘Mor Mayaru

Guruji’ programme, the
commission has trained
about 2 thousand teachers
of the state.

The State Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights was declared to re-
ceive the Skoch Award in
an online program today.
Many states from across
the country participated as
entries for this Award.
Chhattisgarh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission Chairperson
Tejkunwar Netam, mem-
bers Pushpa Patle, Asha
Santosh Yadav, Sangeeta
Gajbhiye, Sonal Kumar
Gupta, Augustine Bernard
and Secretary  Prateek
Khare also participated in
the program. All the mem-

bers congratulated the
Chairperson Mrs. Netam.
Commenting on this, she
has given the credit of the
award to the hard work of
the members of the com-
mission.

The ‘Mor Mayaru
Guruji’ program has
trained teachers in an in-
teresting way through
sports and other activities
that aim to protect child
rights.

This program has been
designed in an innovative
way and Its duration has
been kept only for 2 to 3
hours, so that teachers can
easily undergo training.
The commission is of the
view that the relationship
between a teacher and a

child lasts from 5 years to
12 years and is a very cru-
cial time period in a child’s
life as the personality of
the teacher has a deep im-
pact on the children.
Keeping this in mind,
teachers are trained in cer-
tain key points like, under-
standing child rights and
applying them while teach-
ing, things that have to be
emphasized to create a con-
ducive  atmosphere where
students can learn to their
maximum potential, cer-
tain shortcomings that
should  be rectified by the
teachers while teaching,
and talking to the children.
Teachers are trained in all
the fore mentioned points
through this program.
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Mainly due to lack of
requirement in this 
forest-rich belt

Reaching section-level
Janchoupal camp 

Submits memo to SP
and Collector as well

Constituted for Mission
AMRUT 

Ch’garh bags another
national award

Ch’garh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission to be 
honored in New Delhi

DFO Bijapur Ashok
Kumar Patel said in a
discussion with the
Central Chronicle that
“It is known that there
used to be a nursery in
Usoor long ago. I have
been posted in various
posts since 2009 in this
region. Usoor’s nursery
is almost closed now.
Setting up a nursery is
not the aim of the de-
partment, we have to pre-
pare plants as per the re-
quirements and if there
is no nursery, we will set

up a nursery, he added.
In-charge range officer

Manoj Baghel informed
Central Chronicle over
the phone that “There is
not much consumption
of plants in Bijapur divi-
sion because Bijapur is
said to have 80% forest,
there is no open patch
and accordingly they
prepare nurseries. Long
ago there was a nursery
in Usoor, now it is not ex-
isting. Dugoli’s nursery
has been given more im-
portance in the district.

What officer says



Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Nov 24: The stu-
dents of the Faculty of
Commerce Government
Higher Secondary School,
Kundel were taken on an ed-
ucational tour to Bank of
Baroda branch Megha and
Anand Rice Mill, Mandraud.
First of all, branch manager
in the bank, Vitesh Verma,
explained in detail about
types of accounts, transac-
tion through cheque, NEFT
RTGS banking fraud, online
banking, counter process.

After this, Mill Director
Atmaram Sahu, Mohan
Sahu in Anand Rice Mill
Mandraud, explained in de-
tail the methods from ar-
rival of paddy to making
rice and packaging it and ex-
porting it to foreign coun-
tries. In the mill, students
were given information
about the process of differ-
ent units of rice and they

toured the mill. Principal
Rahul Netam, Mrs.
Khileshwari Banpela Vice
Principal, Homendra Kumar,

Teacher Commerce, Yogesh
Nishad, Shiv Manikpuri and
students were present on this
occasion.

Students get acquainted with the 
working system of bank and rice mill

Collector felicitates
Mitanin sisters 

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Nov 24: On the
occasion of Mitanin
Samman Diwas, District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh felicitated
Mitanin sisters for their
struggle, courage and
cooperation in the col-
lectorate hall and hon-
ored them by giving
them bouquets and
bags.

He congratulated the
Mitanins for their con-
tribution in providing
health facilities to the
village level and encour-
aged them to do better
work in the same way.

Present on this occa-
sion, CEO District
Panchayat Namrata
Jain also encouraged the
Mitanin Didis and dur-
ing this, the Collector
talked about the dire sit-
uation of the Covid pan-
demic and the contribu-

tion of Mitanin Didis
during that period.

Collector Langeh also
took suggestions from
Mitanin didis regarding
providing health facili-
ties to maximum num-
ber of people at the vil-
lage level, on which the
Mitanni's put forth sug-
gestions to start coun-
seling at the block level
in relation to mental dis-
eases.

The Collector directed
the CMHO on this to or-
ganize workshops for
doctors and provide
training so that counsel-
ing of people suffering
from depression and
stress can be started at
the block level.

The collector also ap-
pealed to Mitanin Didis
to cooperate in the sec-
ond phase of anemia
free Korea campaign in
the coming month of
December.

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Nov 24: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha did
a surprise inspection of
paddy procurement center
in Churikala and sub-
health center and solid
and liquid waste manage-
ment center in Dhelwadih
during his stay in develop-
ment block Katghora.

During the inspection of

Tribal Cooperative Society
Churikala Paddy
Purchase Center, the
Collector took information
from the committee man-
ager about the arrange-
ments made for the con-
venience of the farmers in
the purchase center.
Collector Mr. Jha, on re-
ceiving information about
the water problem in the
purchase center, instruct-

ed the officials of the PHE
department to start bore
mining in the center to
solve the water problem.

The Collector also ob-
served the process of
checking the moisture
content of paddy with the
moisture measuring ma-
chine and instructed to en-
sure availability of ade-
quate gunny bags in the
committee for paddy pur-
chase. He said that special
care should be taken to en-
sure that the farmers who
come from different vil-
lages to sell paddy under
the committee should not
face any kind of problem.
The Collector also took in-
formation from the com-
mittee manager about the
farmers who sold more
than 100 quintals of paddy
and asked them to moti-
vate them for voluntary
donation and obtain con-
sent letters from them.

Collector inspects paddy procurement center 
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Nov 24: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh reached on sur-
prise inspection of vari-
ous paddy procurement
centers including Patna
and Jampara committee
last evening. After inspec-
tion of all the arrange-
ments, the Collector who
reached the Jampara
committee expressed his
displeasure seeing the
negligence in the centre
and reprimanded the
committee manager.

Seeing the negligence
in the work of paddy pro-
curement, the Collector
directed the SDM and
Tehsildar Baikunthpur
to count the sacks and
was fond that during
physical verification the
stacking was not done as
per the prescribed
norms. On the other

hand, the Collector also
expressed displeasure
over the record of regis-
ter of gunny bags not
being fixed.

The Collector here is
himself closely monitor-
ing the paddy procure-
ment work and in this se-
quence, is checking the
process of paddy procure-

ment to stacking, stencil-
ing, availability of gunny
bags, token issuance
process. The Collector
has given strict instruc-
tions that no negligence
will be tolerated in the
work of paddy procure-
ment and strict action
will also be ensured
against the negligent.

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov 24: District
Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara, in the
weekly time-limit meet-
ing, made a detailed re-
view of the government's
ambitious scheme Narva
Garuva and Bari, and re-
viewed the production
and sale of vermi-com-
post and gave directions.

On the other hand, in-
structions were given to
buy cow urine under
Godhan Nyaya and sell
pesticides made from
cow urine, production of
greens vegetables in all
Gauthans of the districts
and arranging adequate
fodder for animals by do-
nating them in
Gauthans.

Necessary instruc-
tions were given to the
District Education
Officer and all the SDMs
for making bank pass-

books of farmers hold-
ing Forest Rights
Certificates, setting up
KCC, setting up camps at
the panchayat level, dis-
posing of applications by
regularly organizing
Secretariat Day, speeding
up the speed of making
caste certificates.

In relation to organiz-
ing the district level
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
to be held on November
23 and 24, all officers
were given guidelines for
discharging their respon-
sibilities and for success-
ful organization.

DFO Ashok Patel, CEO
District Panchayat
Ravikumar Sahu,
Additional Collector
Pawan Kumar Premi,
Joint Collector Mrs.
Suman Raj, SDM Manoj
Banjare along with dis-
trict level senior officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 24: Tagore
International School, of
Sakri in Bilaspur was pre-
sented with National
Award for 'Swachch
Vidyalaya Puraskar-2022'.
The Principal of the
School Suraj Prakash
Verma received the award
at the hands of the Union
Minister of State Dr
Subhash Sarkar.

At state-level the award
of 'Swachch School' was
presented to Govt High
School, Pali under
Takathpur block and
Principal of High School,
Pali, Dr Rashmi Sing

Dhurve received the
award at the hands of the
Minister of State for
Education Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam in the state-
level felicitation pro-
gramme.

Collector Saurabh
Kumar has extended
greetings to the manage-
ment of both the Schools
for this big achievement.

He also appealed the other
schools to meet upto the
expectations of other
standards laid for
'Swachchata' (Sanitation)
and bring laurels to the
district and state at na-
tional-level.

This award of 'Swachch
Vidyalaya' was organised
jointly by UNICEF
through School Education

Department under
'Samgra Shiksha' based
upon self-assessment of
all the government and
semi-government schools.
Many standards for sani-
tation for the award viz.
water, toilet, hand wash-
ing with soap, operation
and maintenance, behav-
iour change capacity, and
Covid-19 preparedness
and response were under-
lined.

It is meeting upon
these standards that 38
School from Takathpur
block, that the Govt High
School Pali and private
School Tagore
International of Sakri
were selected at state-
level. District Education
officer DK Kaushik has
also extended greetings
for the same.

Farmers come forward to donate 
in ‘Pairadan Maha Abhiyan’

Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Nov 24:
The state government has
launched a campaign to
arrange fodder for the cat-
tle in Gauthan and not to
burn the waste paddy
after Kharif crop harvest-
ing, which is getting its
benefits in various
Gauthans of Magarlod
block.

Under Pairadan Maha
Abhiyan  Farmers are
coming forward to donate
Para in 22 Gouthan in-
cluding Village Hardi,
Belaudi, Rajpur, Amlidih,
Sonewara, Tendubhatha,
Senhabhatha. 122 trol-
leys have arrived in Para
Gauthan. Farmers are
taking a big responsibility
in this campaign of the
government.

The farmers of the
block are doing a good
deed by donating a large
amount of Para for the
management of fodder for
the cattle. It is notable that
the farmers are preparing
for the Rabi crop as soon
as the Kharif crop is har-

vested.
The farmers get in-

volved, in such a situation
that they throw the crop
in the fire in a hurry, due
to which the micronutri-
ents found in the soil be-
come dead. The soil which
becomes barren has a di-

rect effect on the produc-
tion. Smoke rises in the
air which pollutes the at-
mosphere, it increases the
amount of carbon diox-
ide.

This increases the tem-
perature, which is harm-
ful to human health.

Senior Agriculture
Development Officer KS
Nareti is also doing public
relations work to connect
the farmers in Para Daan
Maha Abhiyan, so that
Gothans built under
Narwa Garuva, Ghurwa
and Bari villages can get
Para for cattle fodder. He
told that 72 blocks  Para
donation has been done in
most of the Gothans of
Gothan.

About 40 tractors have
been donated in Rajpur
Gothan. He has also ap-
pealed to the farmers to
donate crop residue and
not to burn it in the fields,
appreciated the donation
of para by the farmers.
Strictly following the in-
structions of the district
administration, the
blocks are being held.

CHMO appeals private 
hospitals to extend support
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 24: As per
instructions by Collector
PS Elma and Chief Health
and Medical Officer
(CHMO) Dr SK Mandal
convened meeting with di-
rectors of Private Medical
Hospitals of the district.

On this occasion he
made an appeal to all the
directors of private med-
ical hospitals to extend
support in National
Health Programmes and
directed them to forward
report about the victims of
road accidents undergoing
treatment in their hospi-
tals to the District Office.

In addition to this he
also asked to share infor-
mation pertaining to fami-
ly welfare programme in-

cluding Tubectomy,
Vasectomy and under lep-
rosy eradication pro-
gramme like leprosy pa-
tients, TB patients and
under Mother and Child
Health Prog about the vac-
cination of children and
others.

Under the non-conta-
gious diseases, informa-
tion was given by Dr
Mandal about free of cost
Chemotherapy to cancer

patients and about dialysis
to Kidney patients. He
asked the Directors of
Private medical hospitals
to refer poor patients to
District Hospital by giving
them information about
such schemes, so that they
can avail this facility.
Apart from this the report
of the fixed health servic-
es be passed onto the dis-
trict office by end of every
month, he added.
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In National Health Programmes

Tagore International  School wins 
‘Swachch Vidyalaya’ award

p At state-level; High
School Pali also 
presented award

Collector conducts weekly review meeting 

Uncertainty prevails over new fair ground 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 24: The state's
famous Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela, which contin-
ues for 15 days, is starting
from February 5 this year
and in this context, only 75
days are left for the fair
and the proposed new fair
ground is yet to be final-
ized.

It is notable that at pres-
ent the state government
has reserved 75 acres of
land in Chaubebandha
Rajim on the banks of
river Parry for the new
fair ground, but the work
of leveling the land has
not been done properly
and farm ridges, potholes
at many places are visible
and rough land and a

budget of lakhs of crores
of rupees will be required
for leveling it further. It is
worth a mention here that
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel had given approval
of one crore 85 lakh ru-
pees for the development
of Rajim Mela in the back-
ward budget session, but

uncertainty prevails over
both the allotment and
usage of the fund.
Meanwhile Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Pooja Bansal

said that the Public Works
Department has received
instructions to prepare an
architect plan and will be
updated accordingly.

p For Rajim Maghi
Punni 

Collector conducts surprise
inspection of Churikala PPC
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Bihar professor gets ‘jihadi’ threat
Darbhanga, Nov 24 (PTI): 

A professor in this
north Bihar town on
Thursday approached the
police with a complaint
that he has received a let-
ter threatening that “ji-
hadis” will behead him.

Prem Mohan Mishra,
who heads the Chemistry
department in the Lalit
Narayan Mithila
University here, submit-
ted his complaint before
the police station con-
cerned and sent its copies
to the district police chief
and the varsity’s Vice-
Chancellor and pro-VC.

“An FIR has been
lodged on the basis of the
professor’s complaint.
The letter was sent by
speed post. We are trying
to track down the

sender”, said Amit
Kumar, Sub Divisional
Police Officer, Sadar,
Darbhanga.

The sender has signed
off as Alam Parvez and
given his address as Kila
Ghat area in the town.

The letter, written in
Hindi, is scribbled on a
sheet of paper that seems
culled out of a school-
level exercise book.

The sender seems to
have a grouse against a
lab technician in
Mishra’s department
whom he has accused of
abusing an unnamed
“Muslim’s daughter”.

Mishra has been asked
to transfer the technician
away from the city failing
which “jihadis” would de-
capitate ( sar tan se juda’)
him.

The SDPO said “as a
precautionary measure
we have provided police
protection to the profes-
sor. The letter is incoher-
ent, with mention of
many incidents that took
place in the 1990s and peo-
ple who are no longer in
service. Though any seri-
ous political angle seems
unlikely in the case, we
are probing the matter
from all possible angles”.

Meanwhile, Bihar BJP
spokesperson Nikhil
Anand issued a statement
recounting acts of vio-
lence in Rajasthan and
Maharashtra where those
accused of insulting the
Prophet were attacked.

He also demanded a
crackdown against “jiha-
di elements” by the Nitish
Kumar government.

Influential caste body declares support to fledgling party
Kurhani (Bihar), Nov 24 (PTI): 

Former Bihar minister
Mukesh Sahani’s fledgling
Vikassheel Insaaan Party
(VIP) on Thursday re-
ceived support, in the
December 5 by-poll to the
Kurhani Assembly con-
stituency, from an organi-
sation claiming to repre-
sent Bhumihars, a power-
ful upper caste group.

Bhumihar Brahmin
Samajik Front’, based in
Muzaffarpur district
under which the Kurhani
seat falls, declared its sup-
port to VIP candidate
Neelabh Kumar, who be-
longs to the caste, at a
press conference here.

“Interests of the com-

munity matter more than
party,” office bearers of
the organisation said at
the press conference.

A four-year-old outfit,
the VIP now has no mem-
ber in either House of the
state legislature. All its
MLAs had joined the BJP

earlier this year before the
saffron party used its clout
to get Sahani, the founding
president, ousted from the
Nitish Kumar cabinet.

A former Bollywood set
designer, Sahani has since
been left high and dry. He
had openly rejoiced at the
defeat of the BJP in the
by-poll to the Bochahan

Assembly seat though his
own candidate had fin-
ished a distant third.

Sahani was brought
into the NDA in the thick
of the 2020 Assembly polls
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah but the green-
horn burnt bridges with
the BJP later on.

In Kurhani, the primary
contest is between the BJP
and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U). Though
Sahani, who uses the nick-
name “son of Mallah” to
highlight his caste, has
been claiming that his
party will win the seat, he
is being seen in political
circles as a “spoiler” who
will queer the pitch for the
two main players.

Senior BJP leader and
former minister Suresh
Sharma, who is the
founder of the “Bhumihar
Brahmin Samajik Front”,
made light of the an-
nouncement of support
for the VIP candidate.

“It was a social organi-
sation, never meant to
dabble in politics. It has
taken a wrong turn, a rea-
son why I am no more in-
volved in its day-to-day ac-
tivities,” said Sharma,
who is actively campaign-
ing for Kedar Prasad
Gupta, a former MLA who
has been fielded by the
BJP in the by-election ne-
cessitated by the disquali-
fication of RJD MLA Anil
Sahani.

Nine booked for cheating after trader’s
farm produce goes missing 

Latur, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Police have registered a
case of cheating against
nine traders after the farm
produce worth Rs 2.42
crore purchased by anoth-
er merchant and kept in a
warehouse in Latur city of
Maharashtra went miss-
ing from the place, an offi-
cial said.

The case was registered
at the MIDC police station
on Monday as per the
court orders, sub-inspec-
tor Sandip Karad said.

“Based on the com-
plaint lodged by Praveen
Manik Mane, a case was
registered against the
nine traders. The com-
plainant, who is also a
trader, claimed that he
had stored 1,000 sacks of
udid (black gram) and
1,705 sacks of soybean in
the warehouse located in
MIDC area of Latur,” he
said on Wednesday.

When the complainant
came to know that the
goods has gone missing
from the warehouse, he
sought answers from
these nine traders, but
they gave evasive replies,

he added.
The complainant then

moved the district court,
which ordered the police
that a case be registered
against the nine traders.

As per the court orders,
the case was registered at
MIDC police station on
Monday under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sections
420 (cheating), 403 (dishon-
estly misappropriating or
converting to one’s own
use any movable proper-
ty), 406 (criminal breach of
trust), 147 (rioting), 34
(common intention) and
investigation into the case
is on.

Situation tense but peaceful 

Shillong, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The situation along the
Assam-Meghalaya border,
where six people were
killed in a village follow-
ing violent clashes, re-
mained tense but peaceful
and a large number of se-
curity personnel have
been deployed in the area,
a senior official said on
Thursday.

Restrictions under
Section 144 of the CrPC
have also been imposed in
the clash site and sur-
rounding areas, she said.

“The situation is peace-

ful and a strong presence
of security personnel have
been ensured till the at-
mosphere normalises
completely. Our magis-
trates are visiting the
place daily,” the official
told PTI.

Meanwhile, the
Meghalaya government
extended suspension of
mobile internet services
in at least seven Khasi-
Jaintia Hills districts in
the eastern part of the
state till Saturday, officials
said. “To prevent misuse
of social media to disturb
peace and tranquillity, and
to maintain law and order,
mobile internet and data
services stand withdrawn
for a period of 48 hours,”
Home Department
Secretary CVD Diengdoh

told PTI.
Mobile internet services

were suspended in the
seven districts on Tuesday,
hours after the violence
erupted.

Six people, including a
forest guard, were killed in
violence at a disputed loca-
tion in West Karbi
Anglong district along the
Assam-Meghalaya border
in the early hours of
Tuesday, after a truck al-
legedly laden with illegal-
ly felled timber was inter-
cepted by forest personnel
of Assam.

Assam has restricted
entry of vehicles from the
state to Meghalaya, follow-
ing a series of attacks on
passenger cars there in the
aftermath of the incident.

At various entry points

to Meghalaya from Assam,
police personnel put up
barricades and asked peo-
ple not to visit the hill
state in vehicles bearing
number plates of Assam.

“We are requesting peo-
ple not to travel to
Meghalaya in Assam-reg-
istered cars. If there is any
urgency, they should hire
a Meghalaya taxi from the
border points,” Deputy
Commissioner (East) of
Guwahati Police
Sudhakar Singh told PTI.

He, however, said there
is no such restriction on
commercial vehicles like
trucks and tankers.

Asked how long the
curbs will continue, Singh
said: “I cannot say that im-
mediately, it all depends on
the situation.”

‘No divorce for man who falsely claimed his wife was HIV+’
Mumbai, Nov 24 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court has refused to
grant divorce to a 44-
year-old man from Pune
who falsely claimed his
wife was HIV positive
due to which he suffered
mental agony.

A division bench of
Justices Nitin Jamdar
and Sharmila
Deshmukh in its order
of November 16 dis-
missed the appeal filed
by the man in 2011, chal-
lenging an order passed
by a family court in
Pune the same year re-
fusing his petition for di-
vorce.

The man has not pro-
duced any evidence that

his wife had tested posi-
tive for HIV, which
caused him mental
agony, the HC said,
adding that his prayer
for grant of divorce on
the ground of irretriev-
able breakdown of mar-
riage is liable to be re-
jected outright.

The couple got mar-
ried in March 2003 and
the man claimed his
wife was of whimsical
nature, stubborn, short-
tempered and did not be-
have properly with him
or his family members.

She had also suffered
from tuberculosis and
later with herpes, the
man further claimed.

As per his plea, a test
later conducted on his

wife in 2005 revealed she
was HIV positive.

The man subsequently
sought divorce.

The wife, however, re-
futed the claims and said
her HIV test had come
out negative, but still her
husband spread ru-
mours about this among
her family members,
thus causing mental
agony to her.

The HC bench in its
order said the man
failed to produce the
medical report of his
wife showing she was
HIV positive.

“There is not an iota of
evidence produced by
the petitioner husband
that the respondent wife
had tested positive for

HIV, which caused him
mental agony or that the
wife has treated him
with cruelty,” the high
court said.

“In spite of the med-
ical report which shows
the test result as HIV
DNA “not detected”, the
petitioner has refused to
co-habit with the respon-
dent and defamed the re-
spondent in the society
by informing relatives
and friends that the re-
spondent has tested posi-
tive,” it said.

Hence, the husband’s
prayer for grant of di-
vorce on the ground of
irretrievable breakdown
of marriage is liable to
be rejected outright, the
bench said in its order.

Pre-Covid day scenes back in Odisha Assembly

Bhubaneswar, Nov 24 (PTI): 

As the Odisha
Assembly’s winter session
commenced on Thursday,
the House wore the look of
pre-Covid days with mem-
bers, without wearing
masks, freely mingling
among themselves in the
absence of social distanc-
ing norms.

No hand sanitiser or
soaps were kept at select
spots as was the rule dur-

ing the earlier sessions
held in the past two years.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik was also present
in the Assembly. Barring
once, he had attended the
House virtually in these
two years. The press
gallery also witnessed full
attendance as the re-
porters for the first time
since 2020 were allowed to
sit in their place after the
government withdrew all
the restrictions imposed
in the wake of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

“It is good that we can
freely perform our re-

sponsibilities. No social
distancing, masks. Happy
to see the press gallery
full,” Congress Chief
Whip Taraprasad
Bahinipati said.

A majority of the rul-
ing Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
members were away cam-
paigning for the
Padampur by-poll to be
held on December 5.

Leader of Opposition
Jaynarayan Mishra of
the BJP, Leader of the
Congress Legislature
Party Narasingha Mishra
and the lone CPI(M) MLA
Laxman Munda came to

the Assembly while two
senior BJD members
Prafulla Samal and
Prafulla Kumar Mallick
attended the proceedings
through video conference
from Lok Seva Bhavan,
the state secretariat.

Obituary references
were made in memory of
deceased members Bijay
Ranjan Singh Bariha, BC
Sethi, Golak Bihari Naik,
Kapil Narayan Tiwari,
Gopanadaran das and
Adikanda Sethi.

The session will have 33
working days with five
no-meeting days.

Art exhibition explores elements of spirituality
New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Inspired by her visits to
religious places across
India, an artist here has cre-
ated a series of artworks
with elements of spirituali-
ty, evoking thoughts about
“the creator”, the mysteries
of the universe and the
inner space. The art exhibi-
tion, “Antarman: A journey
within”, by Shruti Goenka
at India Habitat Centre
showcases artworks based
on her visit to monasteries

in Ladakh, Ganga ghats in
Varanasi, Kedarnath tem-
ple, historical Buddhist site
Kanheri caves in Mumbai,
and temples of south India.
The show is curated by
Sangeeta K Murthy. “The
meaning of spirituality can
be different to every human
being. For some it can be an
experience that creates a
system of personal beliefs
in a religion or god, for
some it can be just connect-
ing with something bigger
than yourself, for others it

can be in the form of serv-
ice to humanity or connect-
ing with nature, art, yoga,
meditation etc”, Goenka
said. Be it the Buddha in
‘Vajradhara’ position, sever-
al forms of mindfulness and
compassion through White
Tara, Goenka’s subjects are
depicted in her signature
style wherein she has used
various hand mudras, lotus
and lotus leaves, koi fish,
water waves, ever expand-
ing circles — all made in vi-
brant colour schemes.

21% candidates in first phase of Guj polls face criminal cases

Ahmedabad, Nov 24 (PTI): 

A total of 167 candi-
dates, out of the 788 con-
testing the 89 seats in the
first phase of Gujarat
Assembly election, have
criminal cases against
them, with 100 of them fac-
ing serious charges like
murder and rape, a report
by the Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said on Thursday.

With this, 21 per cent of
the candidates in fray have
criminal cases against
them, while 13 per cent are
facing serious charges.

The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP), which is contesting
88 seats out of the total 89,
tops this list among major
political parties in the fray
with 36 per cent of its can-
didates having criminal
cases. Thirty per cent of
its candidates are facing
serious cases such as mur-
der, rape, assault, kidnap-
ping, among others, the
ADR said in its report. The
number of candidates hav-
ing criminal cases fielded
by the AAP is 32.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
party is followed by the
Congress, which has field-
ed 35 per cent of its candi-
dates with criminal cases.
Twenty per cent of such
candidates are facing seri-
ous cases. The grand old
party is contesting all 89
seats in the first phase and
the number of candidates

with criminal cases field-
ed by it is 31, the report
said. The ruling BJP,
which is also contesting
all seats in the first phase
of the election, has fielded
14 candidates with crimi-
nal records.
Percentagewise, such can-
didates account for 16 per
cent of its total number
and 12 per cent are facing
serious charges, the ADR
said in its report.

The Bharatiya Tribal
Party (BTP), which is con-
testing 14 seats in the first
phase, has four candidates
(29 per cent) with declared
criminal cases. A total
seven per cent of its candi-
dates have serious crimi-
nal cases this time.

In the 2017 Assembly
elections, 15 per cent of
candidates contesting in

the first phase had crimi-
nal cases against them,
the report said, adding
that eight per cent of the
candidates then had seri-
ous criminal cases.

Some candidates with
serious criminal cases are
Janak Talaviya (BJP) and
Vasant Patel (Congress),
the report said.

Of the 167 candidates
from the first phase, 100
have declared serious
cases against them in
their affidavit submitted
to the Election
Commission. These in-
clude nine cases of crime
against women, three
cases of murder and 12
cases of attempt to mur-
der. In 2017, there were 78
such candidates in the
fray in the first phase, it
added.

BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATION 

Artists perform as part of celebrations for 400th birth anniversary of Lachit Borphukan
inside the premises of Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra, in Guwahati, Thursday.

MOCK DRILL

NDRF, Civil Defence, Fire Services and Indian Railway staff conduct a real time mock
drill simulating a major accident at Indian Railway Institute of Disaster Management
(IRIDM), Hejjala, in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Busted 
 Panaji: Six persons

were arrested on
Thursday for allegedly
running a fake call
centre in Chimbel in
Goa to dupe citizens of
the United States of
America on the pre-
text of approving loan,
medical bills, a police
official said. The raid
was carried out in
Chinchwada by a
Crime Branch team
under Inspector
Vishwajit Chodankar,
a police spokesperson
said.

Mishap
 Gurugram: A six-

year-old girl died after
allegedly being hit by
a speeding motorcycle
in a village near
Manesar, police said
on Thursday. The inci-
dent happened in
Dhana village on
Wednesday, they said,
adding the deceased
has been identified as
Anshika Sharma.
According to a com-
plaint filed by the
minor’s father, the in-
cident took place
around 6:30 pm when
her daughter was re-
turning from tuition
with her mother.

Seized
 Kolkata: The West

Bengal CID along with
the Dakshin Dinajpur
district police has ar-
rested a 33-year-old
inter-state drug ped-
dler from Balurghat
and seized 8,000
banned Yaba tablets
from his possession, a
senior official said on
Thursday. Acting on a
tip-off, the CID’s nar-
cotics unit sleuths
along with the
Dakshin Dinajpur
Detective Department
conducted a raid in the
district headquarters
and apprehended the
person from the
Balurghat public bus
stand area on
Wednesday, he said.

Apology
 Mumbai: Actor Richa

Chadha, who kicked
up a storm with her
tweet in which she ap-
parently referred to
the deadly clash in
Galwan Valley in 2020,
issued an apology on
Thursday. In the now-
deleted tweet, the
actor had written
“Galwan says hi” in
response to the
Northern Army
Commander Lt
General Upendra
Dwivedi’s statement
that the Indian Army
is “waiting for orders
from the govt (sic)” in
reclaiming Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

Sentence
 Agartala: A court in

Tripura’s Khowai dis-
trict sentenced a 40-
year-old man to death
for murdering five peo-
ple, including his two
daughters, elder broth-
er, a police inspector
and a passerby, in a
killing spree last year.
The court of District
and Sessions Judge
Sankari Das, after hear-
ing the arguments,
awarded capital punish-
ment on Wednesday.

Arunachal CM Pema
Khandu during the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of
Biru village, in West Siang
district.

Along violence-hit
Assam-Meghalaya
border

 From warehouse

BIHAR BYPOLL 

AAP tops list, 
followed by Cong,
BJP: Report

As MLAs mingle
without masks
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Islamabad, Nov 24 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday chose Lt
Gen Asim Munir as the

new Army chief to suc-
ceed incumbent
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, ending the sus-
pense over the key ap-
pointment.

Bajwa, 61, is sched-
uled to retire on
November 29 after a
three-year extension.
He has ruled out seek-
ing another extension.

Lt Gen Sahir
Shamshad Mirza had

been picked as the
Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC).
Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb
made the announcement
on Twitter. “The summa-
ry about (appointments)
has been sent to the
President,” Marriyum
Aurangzeb tweeted. Both
officers have also been
promoted to four-star
generals.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif told the
media after the appoint-
ments that the “advice”
had been forwarded to
President Arif Alvi,
adding that all matters
had been settled accord-
ing to the law and the
Constitution. He called
on citizens to refrain
from viewing it through
a “political lens”.

Pak PM picks Lt Gen Asim
Munir as new Army chief

Beijing, Nov 24 (AP):

Police beat workers
protesting over a pay dis-
pute at the biggest factory
for Apple’s iPhone, whose
new model is delayed by
controls imposed as
China tries to contain a
surge in COVID-19 cases.

Foxconn, the biggest
contract assembler of
smartphones and other
electronics, is struggling
to fill orders for the
iPhone 14 after thousands
of employees walked
away from the factory in
the central city of
Zhengzhou last month fol-
lowing complaints about
unsafe working condi-
tions.

China’s status as an ex-
port powerhouse is based
on factories such as
Foxconn’s that assemble
the world’s consumer
electronics, toys and other
goods. The ruling
Communist Party is try-
ing to contain the latest
wave of outbreaks with-
out shutting down facto-

ries and the rest of its
economy as it did in early
2020. Its tactics include
“closed-loop manage-
ment,” under which work-
ers live in their factories
with no outside contact.
Foxconn offered higher
pay to attract more work-
ers to the Zhengzhou fac-
tory to assemble the
iPhone 14, which sells
starting at USD 799 in the
United States.

On Tuesday, a protest
erupted after employees
who had travelled long
distances to take jobs at
the factory complained
that the company
changed terms of their
pay, according to an em-
ployee, Li Sanshan. Li
said he quit a catering job
when he saw an advertise-
ment promising 25,000
yuan (USD 3,500) for two
months of work. That
would be a significant
hike over average pay
for this type of work in
the area. After employ-
ees arrived, the compa-
ny said they had to work

two additional months at
lower pay to receive the
25,000 yuan, according to
Li. “Foxconn released
very tempting recruiting
offers, and workers from
all parts of the country
came, only to find they
were being made fools of,”
he said.

Videos online showed
thousands of people in
masks facing rows of po-
lice in white protective
suits with plastic riot
shields. Police kicked and
hit a protester with clubs
after he grabbed a metal
pole that had been used to
strike him. People who
shot the footage said it
was filmed at the site.

The protests in
Zhengzhou come as the
ruling Communist Party

faces rising frustration
about restrictions in
areas across China that
have closed shops and of-
fices and confined mil-
lions of people to their
homes. That has boiled
over into protests in some
cities. Videos on social
media show residents
tearing down barricades
set up to enforce neigh-
bourhood closures.

The ruling party prom-
ised this month to try to
reduce disruptions by
shortening quarantines
and making other
changes. But the party is
sticking to a “zero-
COVID” strategy that
aims to isolate every case
while other governments
relax controls and try to
live with the virus.

Protesting workers beaten at Chinese iPhone factory

Toronto, Nov 24 (PTI):

An 18-year-old Indian-
origin teenager has been
stabbed to death at a high
school parking lot by an-
other teenager in Canada’s
British Columbia
province, police said.

The victim was identi-
fied as Mehakpreet Sethi,
who was stabbed at the
Tamanawis Secondary
School’s parking lot in
Surrey on Tuesday by a 17-
year-old following a fight
between the two, the
Vancouver Sun newspaper
reported. The principal of
the school confirmed on
Tuesday that a fight took
place in the parking lot but
the victim was not a school
student, according to the

report. “At this time, it is
believed that the suspect
and the victim were known
to each other and that this
was an isolated incident,”
Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team’s Sgt.

Timothy Pierotti was quot-
ed as saying in the report.

The 17-year-old suspect
was identified by witnesses
and arrested.

Canada’s national police
force’s Surrey spokesper-
son Cpl. Vanessa Munn
said police were called
about the attack shortly
after noon.

“Police arrived within
minutes and immediately
began life-saving meas-
ures,” Munn said.

“The 18-year-old victim
was transported to the hos-
pital, however despite all
attempts to revive the indi-

vidual, he has succumbed
to his injuries.” she was
quoted as saying in the re-
port. The Integrated
Homicide Investigation
Team (IHIT) called on the
school students who wit-
nessed the deadly fight to
come forward with any in-
formation they possess.

Indian-origin teenager stabbed to death in Canada

WHO, CDC: A record 
40 million kids miss

measles vaccine dose
LLoonnddoonn,,  NNoovv  2244  ((AAPP))::  The World
Health Organisation and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention say measles immunisa-
tion has dropped significantly
since the coronavirus pandemic
began, resulting in a record high of
nearly 40 million children missing a
vaccine dose last year. In a report
issued Wednesday, the WHO and
the CDC said millions of children
were now susceptible to measles,
among the world’s most conta-
gious diseases.

In 2021, officials said there were
about 9 million measles infections
and 128,000 deaths worldwide. The
WHO and CDC said continued
drops in vaccination, weak disease
surveillance and delayed response
plans due to COVID-19, in addition
to ongoing outbreaks in more than
20 countries, mean that “measles
is an imminent threat in every
region of the world.”

T he World Cup football is
in full cry. So is the politi-

cal soccer game in Kerala. The
only difference is that, unlike in
the Qatar extravaganza, politi-
cal parties in the state, especial-
ly the Congress, are busy scor-
ing self goals! The latest episode
which betrays the Congress
party’s proclivity to commit po-
litical hara-kiri relates to the
Shashi Tharoor issue. As it has
done on so many occasions in
the past, the Congress leader-
ship, both at the central level
and at the state levels, are mis-
handling the issue and exposing
itself for further fragmentation
– a luxury the party, which is at-
tempting a comeback in the
State, can ill-afford at this criti-
cal juncture.

It all started when
Thiruvananthapuram MP and
senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor decided to undertake a
tour of the Malabar region for
“strengthening the party”. The
Congress leadership, which has
always had an uneasy relation-
ship with Tharoor, immediately
smelled a rat. Although Kerala
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC) president K

Sudhakaran said there is no bar
on Tharoor embarking on his
“Malabar mission”, a section,
led by leader of the Opposition,
V D Satheesan felt that his activ-
ities amounted to promoting
groupism. Satheesan’s stand
shows that the party leadership
is divided on the issue. The
Congress High Command on its
part, has let it be known that it
supports the party’s state lead-
ership in the matter and that it
would intervene if it files a com-
plaint against Tharoor for
‘flouting the party line”.

Tharoor countered the argu-
ment by emphatically denying
that he was trying to form his
own group in the party, already
riven by groupism. All that he
was interested in doing was  en-
sure total unity in the party, in-
stead of forming his own group.
This being the reality, he said he
was hurt by the insinuations of
the   Leader of the Opposition.
Kozhikode MP M K Raghavan,
who is a staunch Tharoor loyal-
ist and who is supervising his
Malabar tour, also said that
such remarks were uncalled for.
Raghavan is of the firm view
that the Congress in Kerala
needs a leader of Tharoor’s
stature, calibre and popularity
to revive the party’s waning for-
tunes.

Be that as it may, the party’s
state leadership has been rat-
tled by the enthusiastic wel-
come being accorded to Tharoor
by the rank and file of the
Congress. Party leaders may be
conspicuous by their absence
from his functions. But the
workers clearly do not share the
misgivings and fears being

voiced by the leaders in the
state. The perception that
Tharoor is one of the leaders
who can energise the Congress
in Kerala is growing and acquir-
ing added resonance. This has
not been to the liking of
Tharoor baiters in the State,
Whatever their views, there is
no denying that Tharoor has
wide acceptance among the peo-
ple, especially among women
and youth. That was evident
during his campaign for the
AICC president’s post. The fact
that he is a three-time MP from
Thiruvananthapu-ram bears
eloquent testimony to his im-
mense popularity. Not many
senior leaders backed him, but
young Congress leaders openly
stood by him and participated
enthusiastically in Tharoor’s
campaign, much to the dismay
of the central as well as state
leaderships.

What has caused serious con-
cern among the Congress lead-
ership in the state is the warm
welcome the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML), the sec-
ond most important partner in
the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF), gave
him during his tour of the
M u s l i m - d o m i n a t e d
Malappuram district. Of
course, IUML leaders scrupu-
lously avoided commenting on
the internal conflict of the
Congress. But they made no se-
cret of their liking for Tharoor,
who is conducting a strong
campaign against the forces of
communalism. The anti-BJP
stance is Tharoor’s USP, and
the IUML is fully supportive of
his firm stand against the RSS-

BJP combine. This has to be
viewed against KPCC chief
Sudhakaran’s frequent pro-
RSS statements in the recent
past, which dented the party’s
anti-BJP credentials badly. Not
surprisingly, Sudhakaran’s
stand has not been to the liking
of IUML. Hence the party’s ef-
fusive welcome to Tharoor.

The Congress leadership –
both at the central and state
levels – must realize the serious
mistake they are making by
targeting Tharoor. If the
party’s comeback attempt is to
succeed, the leadership must
cry  a halt to the anti-Tharoor
utterances. Of course, for
form’s sake the KPCC chief has
asked the leaders to stop public
criticism of Tharoor. But it is
observed more in its breach
than observance. Party leaders,
with the exception of Lok
Sabha MP, K Muralidharan, are
committing a big political blun-
der by trying to humiliate
Tharoor. The Congress leader-
ship’s arrogance and indiffer-
ence have already caused the
exit of a few capable leaders
like Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
is now a Minister in the Modi
Cabinet. The Congress cannot
afford to lose more leaders. The
effort should be to accommo-
date the likes of Tharoor who
is an asset to the party and uti-
lize his qualities of head and
heart to revive the party both at
the central and state levels.
Continued demonization of
him would only cost the party
dear, seriously weakening its
attempt to stage a comeback
both in the State and at the
Centre.
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Is BJP Anti-Bangali?
If nominating a candidate to

contest against Draupadi
Murmu in Presidential elec-
tion bears testimony to "ha-
tred towards tribals" ; then by
this very "logic", it gets clear-
ly "proved" that the BJP-led
NDA is staunch "anti-Bengali"
for nominating PA Sangma to
contest against Pranab
Mukherjee in 2012
Presidential election. Either
confess that the party indeed
practices blatant racism
against Bengalis or admit that
the speaker engages in cheap
bankrupt rhetoric just to win
polls.   It is very tragic to wit-
ness how democratic battle of
political ideologies are dis-
gracefully twisted to "demo-
graphic war" of sorts so as to
boost mere vote bank. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  HHoollkkaattaa

SC’s anguish
The anguish expressed by

the Supreme Court on the ap-
pointment of Election
Commissioners is genuine and
disturbing . It is also true
about appointments in other
constitutional bodies. Taking
advantage of the silence of
the Constitution on such
points, governments tend to
exploit the situation to their
advantage. Resultantly, these
bodies, which are expected to
work independently of gov-
ernment’s influence, lose their
independence. Most of the
time, it is apparent that their
decisions are unduly influ-
enced by the government of
the day and that defeats the
very purpose of constituting
such bodies by our
Constitution founders. The
Supreme Court should consti-
tute a body/committee com-
prising of top legal and consti-
tutional experts under its di-
rect control to suggest
changes/clarify the ambigui-
ties so as to remove them.
These recommendations
should be ratified by
Parliament so that these be-
come the law of the land and
no government can exploit
these for its political benefits.

NNKK  GGoossaaiinn,,  BBaatthhiinnddaa

A long shot
Top General of Indian Amy

said in a statement that army
ready to execute orders on
taking back POK. Not with-
standing the Army’s readi-
ness, such a possibility does
not exist, at least for now. In
fact, one has to read between
the lines the statement made
of the Northern Army
Commander that ‘the military
is always ready to make sure
that ceasefire understanding
is never broken as it is in the
interest of both nations’ to
draw some worthy conclusion.
Even Pakistan may be aware
of the immediate fallout of
such a misadventure. No won-
der it has been taking re-
course to proxy war instead of
indulging in any direct con-
frontation with India.

VViinnaayyaakk  GG,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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Students celebrate during the fourth convocation of Harcourt Butler Technical University, in Kanpur, Thursday, Nov. 24.

CONVOCATION

L ack  of  employment  opportunities  is  a  serious problem in India.
The Rozgar Mela (employment fair)   is   a   step   towards   fulfill-

ment   of   the commitment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to give top
priority to job generation. At the sametime,   the   government’s   recent
Rozgar   Mela initiative, which promises to offer 10 lakh jobs, is an oblique
admission of this complex situation. Last month, appointment letters were
handed over to 75,000 newly inducted appointees at Rozgar Mela.
Appointment letters were given for several posts including   Central
Armed   Police   Force,   Sub Inspector, Constable, and Income Tax
Inspectors, among others. This time, the posts of teachers, lecturers,
nurses,   nursing   officers,   doctors, pharmacists, radiographers and other
technical and paramedical posts are also being filled up. The Central gov-
ernment can go on a hiring spree as it recently  admitted  that  around  10
lakh  posts  in various Central government departments were lying vacant.
The Rozgar Mela most likely see BJP-ruled  states  taking  part  and  filling
up  some vacancies  in  state  departments.  When  Prime Minister
Narendra    Modi    handed    out    the appointment letters, he pointed out
that similar campaigns have been held in NDA-ruled states and union terri-
tories in the past one month. "This is the double benefit of  double engine
governments. The campaign to hand over appointment letters to the youth
shall continue in a sustained manner," was his   message,   loud   and
clear.   Double engine government has been a campaign issue for the BJP
in  several  assembly  elections,  including  the recently concluded in
Himachal and the upcoming polls in Gujarat. Tripura too will go to polls
early next year. The prime minister said in the past one month  alone
union  territories  and  NDA-ruled states  have  handed  out  appointment
letters  to thousands of youth. In the past one month alone, Maharashtra
and   Gujarat   have   handed   out thousands of appointment letters. A few
days back, Uttar  Pradesh  government  too  has  handed  out appointment
letters to several youth. Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Chandigarh too have organized Rozgar Melas and handed out jobs to thou-
sands of youth.The holding of Rozgar Mela showed that the government
was  working  in  mission  mode  to provide jobs to the youngsters of  the
country. The Prime Minister's Office said the campaign is a step towards
fulfilling his commitment to according highest priority to employment
generation, and it is expected to be a catalyst in creating more jobs and
providing  meaningful  opportunities  to  the youth for their empowerment
and participation in national development directly. The government has
long  remained  in  denial  mode  on  the  issue  of employment and the
quality of jobs. It asserts thatstart-ups  and  the  gig  economy  were  creat-
ing millions of jobs. This claim has been belied by various job surveys—
both government and private sector. Start-ups are creating jobs, but many
of them have disrupted existing businesses, making several old business
establishments redundant. So, a lot of people who were employed else-
where are joining the now famously known gig economy.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

25th November is observed as International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women to raise awareness

around the world that women are subjected to rape, domestic violence and
other forms of violence. The crime against women seem to be increasing at
an alarming rate. Crime is endemic to the human condition, but a crime
specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunately, the
one that is punished least. It is found that the media exposure and all the
legislation have little impact. Legislation introduced by the government is
often merely tokenism. One would find that the problem before the majori-
ty of women in our country is not equality but survival. There is scarcely a
day when cases of rape or a dowry murder are not reported from different
parts of the country.  The pati-parmeshwar has rudely and gradually been
brought down to earth. The scenario for women seems grim indeed and
this will continue so long as the basic social and economic structures re-
main unchanged and the implementing and law and order agencies show
indifference. The thinking of society has to change and parents must value
their daughters on a par with their sons and should give them the same ad-
vantages and means of independence.  The law which is implemented for
this purpose must also demonstrate that it will come down with a heavy
hand on offenders otherwise we can put an to this problem. Despite the ex-
isting legislation to protect women’s rights women hesitate to take any
step because of their own weak social and economics status. The move-
ment for improving women’s status should form part of the struggle
against all inequalities and indignities prevalent in society. I would like to
point out that while laws alone cannot put an end to evils that are endemic
in the social structure, the government can at least make some attempt to
take it s own enactments seriously. The condition of women is one of the
most remarkable circumstances in the manner of nations. Among rude
people the women are generally degraded, among civilised people they are
exalted." If the stories of rape and torture of women in India that have hit
the headlines recently are anything to go by, then can we consider India to
be a developing  country? Among the worst countries in crime, India has an
abhorrent track record in all forms of sexual exploitation. In homes, on
streets, in public transports, at offices, even on vacations. No place is safe.
And the most terrible fall out of this is the lack of self worth and feeling of
degradation following the emotional and physical trauma that constant ha-
rassment creates. Such is the recurrence of these incidents that Delhi has
earned the ignoble nickname of the ‘Rape Capital’. While most cases go un-
reported as it is considered an act that puts one to shame, only 20% of the
registered cases for sexual harassment reach actual conviction. 

IInn  eevveerryy  1100  rraappee  ccaasseess,,66  aarree  ooff  mmiinnoorr  ggiirrllss..
Every 7 minutes, a crime is committed against women.
Every 26 minutes, a women is molested.
Every 34 minutes, a rape takes place.
Every 42 minutes, a sexual harassment incident occurs.
Every 43 minutes, a women is kidnapped.
Every 93 minutes, a women is burnt to death over dowry.
A shameful plight!!!
The thinking of society has to change and parents must value their

daughters on a par with their sons and should give them the same advan-
tages and means of independence. It is rightly pointed out that “The sub-
ject of gender based violence, especially against women is complex, multi-
layered.” The crime is an endemic to the human condition, but a crime
specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunately, the
one that is punished least. One would find that the problem before the ma-
jority of women in our country is not equality but survival. There is scarcely
a day when cases of rape or a dowry murder are not reported from differ-
ent parts of the country.  Despite the existing legislation to protect
women’s rights women hesitate to take any step because of their own
weak social and economics status. The movement for improving women’s
status should form part of the struggle against all inequalities and indigni-
ties prevalent in society. I would like to point out that while laws alone can-
not put an end to evils that are endemic in the social structure, government
should come out with much more essence and urgency to check the inde-
cent behaviour against women folks, and the need to chart out stern meas-
ures on the part of administrative authorities for curbing down such events.

Violence against women is never
acceptable and tolerable

Congress leadership in Kerala is 
mishandling Tharoor issue

Rozgar Mela, on a 
mission mode

Martin Rees

N eil Armstrong took his
historic "one small step"

on the Moon in 1969. And just
three years later, the last Apollo
astronauts left our celestial
neighbour. Since then, hundreds
of astronauts have been
launched into space but mainly
to the Earth-orbiting
International Space Station.
None has, in fact, ventured more
than a few hundred kilometres
from Earth. The US-led Artemis
programme, however, aims to
return humans to the Moon this
decade with Artemis 1 on its way
back to Earth as part of its first
test flight, going around the
Moon.

The most relevant differences
between the Apollo era and the
mid-2020s are an amazing im-
provement in computer power
and robotics. Moreover, super-
power rivalry can no longer justi-
fy massive expenditure, as in the
Cold War competition with the
Soviet Union. In our recent book
"The End of Astronauts", Donald
Goldsmith and I argue that these

changes weaken the case for the
project.

The Artemis mission is using
Nasa's brand new Space Launch
System, which is the most pow-
erful rocket ever similar in de-
sign to the Saturn V rockets that
sent a dozen Apollo astronauts
to the Moon. Like its predeces-
sors, the Artemis booster com-
bines liquid hydrogen and oxy-
gen to create enormous lifting
power before falling into the
ocean, never to be used again.
Each launch therefore carries an
estimated cost of between 2 bil-
lion ( 1.7 billion) and 4 billion.
This is unlike its SpaceX com-
petitor "Starship", which en-
ables the company to recover
and the reuse the first stage.

TThhee  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  rroobboottiiccss
Advances in robotic explo-

ration are exemplified by the
suite of rovers on Mars, where
Perseverance, Nasa's latest
prospector, can drive itself
through rocky terrain with only
limited guidance from Earth.
Improvements in sensors and ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) will fur-
ther enable the robots them-

selves to identify particularly in-
teresting sites, from which to
gather samples for return to
Earth.

Within the next one or two
decades, robotic exploration of
the Martian surface could be al-
most entirely autonomous, with
human presence offering little
advantage. Similarly, engineer-
ing projects such as as-
tronomers' dream of construct-
ing a large radio telescope on the
far side of the Moon, which is
free of interference from Earth
no longer require human inter-
vention. Such projects can be en-
tirely constructed by robots.

Instead of astronauts, who
need a well equipped place to
live if they're required for con-
struction purposes, robots can
remain permanently at their
work site. Likewise, if mining of
lunar soil or asteroids for rare
materials became economically
viable, this also could be done
more cheaply and safely with ro-
bots. Robots could also explore
Jupiter, Saturn and their fasci-
natingly diverse moons with lit-
tle additional expense, since

journeys of several years present
little more challenge to a robot
than the six-month voyage to
Mars. Some of these moons
could in fact harbour life in their
sub-surface oceans. Even if we
could send humans there, it
might be a bad idea as they
could contaminate these worlds
with microbes form Earth.

MMaannaaggiinngg  rriisskkss
The Apollo astronauts were

heroes. They accepted high risks
and pushed technology to the
limit. In comparison, short trips
to the Moon in the 2020s, despite
the 90-billion cost of the Artemis
programme, will seem almost
routine. Something more ambi-
tious, such as a Mars landing,
will be required to elicit Apollo-
scale public enthusiasm. But
such a mission, including provi-
sions and the rocketry for a re-
turn trip, could well cost Nasa a
trillion dollars questionable
spending when we're dealing
with a climate crisis and poverty
on Earth. The steep price tag is a
result of a "safety culture" de-
veloped by Nasa in recent years
in response to public attitudes.

This reflects the trauma and
consequent programme delays
that followed the Space Shuttle
disasters in 1985 and 1993, each
of which killed the seven civil-
ians on board. That said, the
shuttle, which had 135 launches
altogether, achieved a failure
rate below two percent. It would
be unrealistic to expect a rate as
low as this for the failure of a re-
turn trip to Mars the mission
would after all last two whole
years. Astronauts simply also
need far more "maintenance"
than robots their journeys and
surface operations require air,
water, food, living space and
protection against harmful radi-
ation, especially from solar
storms. Given that human space-
flight beyond low orbit is highly
likely to entirely transfer to pri-
vately-funded missions prepared
to accept high risks, it is ques-
tionable whether Nasa's multi-
billion-dollar Artemis project is a
good way to spend the govern-
ment's money. Artemis is ulti-
mately more likely to be a swan-
song than the launch of a new
Apollo era. 

Artemis: why it may be the last 
mission for Nasa astronauts

P. SREEKUMARAN
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Waiving penalty

Srinagar: The boards
of individual banks
can decide on waiving
the penalty on ac-
counts, which do not
maintain a minimum
balance, Union
Minister of State for
Finance Bhagwant
Kishanrao Karad
said. "Banks are inde-
pendent bodies. They
have boards which
can take a decision to
waive off the penalty,"
Karad told reporters
here. The minister
was responding to a
question if the Centre
would consider direct-
ing banks not to
charge any penalty
from the accounts
where the balance
falls below the pre-
scribed minimum lev-
els. Karad was on a
two-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir
to review the imple-
mentation of various
financial schemes in
the Union Territory.

NSE listing
New Delhi: Drug de-
livery solution
provider ZIM
Laboratories Ltd  said
it is planning to get
listed on the National
Stock Exchange of
India (NSE) on
November 25. ZIM
Laboratories, already
listed on the BSE
since June 2018, will
now extend its listing
to the NSE, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
As of date, the compa-
ny said, it has provid-
ed over 85 per cent re-
turn to its investors
from the listing price.

Third party validation

Mumbai: With the
level of digitisation
happening across the
ecosystem going for-
ward enabled by tech-
nology, 'third party
validation' is the fu-
ture, Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) chairper-
son Madhabi Puri
Buch said. With digiti-
sation happening
across the ecosystem,
all government de-
partments and democ-
ratisation of data,
'third party validation'
is the future as it is en-
abled by technology,
she said while speak-
ing at the Audit Week
celebrations by the
Audit and Accounts
Department.

New brand identity
New Delhi:The
National Skill
Development
Corporation (NSDC) on
Wednesday unveiled its
new brand identity and
logo, 'Re-imagine
Future',with an aim to
reflect its commitment
towards the country's
skill development mis-
sion. As part of its go-to
market strategy, the
new brand and logo
will represent the dif-
ferentiated initiatives
and programmes for
skill development that
enhance future-ready
skilled workforce hir-
ing,adoption of futuris-
tic skills through inno-
vative models thus ex-
tending better liveli-
hood opportunities for
all, NSDC stated.

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

India is well placed to
grow at a "moderately
brisk rate" in the coming
years on the back of
macroeconomic stability,
despite global monetary
tightening, a finance min-
istry report said on
Thursday. It further said
inflationary pressures will
ease in the coming months
with the arrival of kharif
crops and at the same time
job opportunities will in-
crease with improvement
in business prospects. The
'Monthly Economic
Review for October 2022'
also cautioned that the US
monetary tightening is a
"future risk" which could
lead to dip in stock prices,
weaker currencies and
higher bond yields, result-
ing in higher borrowing
costs for many govern-
ments around the world. It

said a rapid deterioration
in global growth
prospects, high inflation,
and worsening financial
conditions have increased
fears of an impending
global recession. The
spillovers of the global
slowdown may dampen
India's exports businesses
outlook. However, resilient
domestic demand, a re-in-
vigorated investment cycle
along with strengthened fi-
nancial system and struc-
tural reforms will provide
impetus to economic
growth going forward. "In
a world where monetary
tightening has weakened
growth prospects, India
appears well placed to
grow at a moderately brisk
rate in the coming years
on account of the priority
it accorded (to) macroeco-
nomic stability," the report
said. The ministry said, so
far in current year, India's

food security concerns
have been addressed and
will continue to receive
the utmost priority from
the government. "Easing
international commodity
prices and new kharif ar-
rival are also set to damp-
en inflationary pressures
in the coming months," it
said. India's wholesale and
retail price inflation fell in
October after remaining
high for most part of the
year mainly due to supply
chain disruptions follow-
ing outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine war in
February. Retail or CPI in-
flation fell to 3-month low
of 6.7 per cent, while
wholesale or WPI inflation
was at 19-month low of
8.39 per cent. Russia and
Ukraine are among the
most important producers
of essential agricultural
commodities, including
wheat, maize, sunflower

seeds and inputs like fer-
tilisers. Together with
other countries bordering
the Black Sea, they consti-
tute the world's breadbas-
ket. Along with an uncer-
tain macroeconomic out-
look, the year 2022 also
brought to the fore the vul-
nerability and intercon-
nectedness of the global
food system to shocks, the
ministry said. India's
grain availability was im-
pacted by the untimely
heatwaves and deficiency
of the southwest monsoon
in the current year.
However, export restric-
tions have ensured that
the country's needs are
fully met, it added.

With regard to job situa-
tion, the ministry said in
India the recovery in eco-
nomic activities across
sectors has improved the
overall employment situa-
tion in the country.

India to grow at ‘moderately brisk
rate’, inflation to ease: FinMin

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Luxury car maker Volvo
Car India on Thursday
said it will increase prices
of its three models -- XC90,
XC60 and XC40 Recharge --
by up to 1.8 per cent with
effect from November 25 in
order to offset the impact
of rising input costs. The
prices of the S90 Petrol
Mild-Hybrid, and XC40
Petrol Mild-Hybrid howev-
er remain unchanged. The
ex-showroom price of
XC40 Recharge will rise to
Rs 56.9 lakh from Rs 55.9
lakh currently. Similarly,
prices of XC 60 will rise to
Rs 66.5 lakh and that of
XC90 to Rs 96.5 lakh from
Rs 94.9 lakh earlier.

Continued disruption of
global supply chains lead-

ing to higher logistic costs
has led to an increase in
input costs, the Swedish
carmaker said in a state-
ment. The company, how-
ever, is committed to price
protection of customers
who have booked their
cars till today, it added. All
bookings from Friday will
attract new prices, the au-
tomaker stated. "The ris-
ing global inflation has
forced us to share some of
the rising input cost with
our consumers," Volvo Car
India Managing Director
Jyoti Malhotra noted.

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

State Bank of India (SBI)
chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khara  exuded confidence
that the country's largest
lender will be able to main-
tain its performance on the
asset quality side even
amid the high loan growth.
He said SBI, which won in-
vestors' confidence after
posting stellar quarterly
earnings recently, will be
able to maintain net non-
performing assets under 1
per cent going forward as
well. Speaking at an eco-
nomics conclave organised
by SBI, Khara also exuded
confidence that the coun-
try's banking system will
be able to maintain its high
loan growth as banks have
internalised learnings
from the last high growth
cycle. In the last high
growth cycle immediately
after the global financial

crisis, there was a huge
spurt in sour loans, and it
took the RBI's intervention
to clean up banks' balance
sheets through asset quali-
ty review.

Banks do not stop just at
insistence on equity, but
also look at the colour of
the equity to ensure that
hybrid debt does not mas-
querade as core equity,
Khara said, stressing that
banks are better placed
from a loan underwriting
and pricing of risk perspec-
tive now. The decision mak-
ing is more scientific and
banks are also well capi-

talised now, he said, adding,
"the banking system is
much better placed, growth
that we are seeing is sus-
tainable too". The banking
system, which had strug-
gled to take the annual
growth into double digits
for multiple years, wit-
nessed a credit growth of 17
per cent for the fortnight
ended November 4. SBI had
been focused on corporate
loan quality for some time
now, and has also started a
system where it gets early
signals about distress in a
retail loan as well courtesy
a strong analytics engine,
he told reporters. Khara
said corporates are also
deleveraged, unlike the last
instance when their bal-
ance sheets had huge loans,
he said. In the case of SBI,
he said the bank is carry-
ing provisions for over 90
per cent of its corporate
loan book.

SBI chief confident of
maintaining asset quality even

amid high loan growth

Volvo Car India to hike prices of
select models by up to 1.8 pc

New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Union minister for tele-
com and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw  inaugurated
the Entrepreneurship Cell
and Centre of Innovation
at the Centre for
Development of
Telematics here, an offi-
cial statement said.

The government has
approved a Rs 124 crore
proposal for setting up in-
cubation centres in the
Delhi and Bengaluru
campuses of the Centre
for Development of
Telematics (C-DoT) under
the Digital
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Innovation Square (DCIS)
under Champion Services
Sector Scheme. "COI has
been established to spur

indigenous innovation
and entrepreneurship in
various domains of
Telecom like IoT, M2M,
AI, ML, 5G, etc by encour-
aging local startups to
play a significant role in
strengthening the overall
technological framework
fuelled by synergistic col-
laboration amongst re-
search and development,
academia, industry and
startups," the statement

said. Centre of
Innovation (COI) would
accelerate the design, de-
velopment and deploy-
ment of cost-effective and
globally-competitive tele-
com solutions in the
country, it added. During
his visit to the C-DoT, the
minister reviewed C-
DOT's ongoing technolo-
gy programmes, includ-
ing 5G, Quantum Key
Distribution (QKD) and
advanced Security proj-
ects.

"He (Vaishnaw) lauded
the extraordinary efforts
of C-DOT's teams in cre-
ating a wholly indigenous
end-to-end 4G system
powered by C-DOT's Core
and RAN (radio access
network) from the local
industry partners.

Vaishnaw inaugurates Entrepreneurship
Cell, Centre of Innovation

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

No-frills airline IndiGo
launched flight services to
Portugal and Switzerland
via Istanbul under its code-
share partnership with
Turkish Airlines. These
new routes and frequen-
cies, effective from
November 23, will offer
new options and more ca-
pacity for customers ex-
ploring travel between
India and Europe in the up-
coming holiday season, the
airline said in a statement.
These flights will cater to

business and leisure travel-
ers, it stated. "We have wit-
nessed a huge demand for
travel from India to Turkey,
Switzerland, and Portugal.
Keeping the customer de-
mand in mind, we now
offer 19 connecting flights
through Istanbul to desti-
nations like Geneva,
Lisbon, Porto, and Basel,"
Vinay Malhotra, Head of
Global Sales at IndiGo,
said. This will not only en-
hance international con-
nectivity but also add ca-
pacity on these routes and
make travel more afford-
able, he said. Meanwhile,
in a separate statement,
IndiGo also announced it
operated its first interna-
tional freighter flight be-
tween Kolkata and Yangon
on November 22.

IndiGo launches connecting
flights to Portugal, Switzerland

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Financial regulators
were designed in the "so-
cialist era" and there is a
need for a change in the
mindset of many regula-
tors to aid economic
growth, India's G-20 sher-
pa Amitabh Kant said on
Wednesday. Kant, a career
bureaucrat who was till re-
cently heading the govern-
ment's think-tank Niti
Aayog, also hit out against
certain politicians for "ru-
ining" the country by of-
fering freebies like free
power without naming
anyone. Speaking at the
annual SBI conclave, Kant
said financial sector regu-
lators like the Reserve
Bank of India, Securities
and Exchange Board of
India or even the
Competitive Commission

of India need to act as de-
velopment and change
agents. "...regulators were
also designed at a particu-
lar period when you were
going through a socialist
era, and therefore, there is
a huge need for a change of
mindset amongst many of
the regulators I strongly
believe," he said. The re-
marks come at a time
when the RBI has hiked in-
terest rate by 1.90 per cent
to tame inflation, which is
its core objective, which is

bound to have an impact
on growth.

Citing the case of the
Competitive Commission
of India, he said the fair-
play watchdog's preamble
mentions about the need
for growth of the country
and added that other regu-
lators also have similar ob-
jectives. "I think there's
also a need for regulators,
to themselves believe that
they need to play a very
major and a critical role in
the development story of
India and that India can-
not grow at higher rates
without the regulator's
driving many of these
things," he said. Kant said
India cannot even aspire
to grow at 7 per cent if it
does not seize upcoming
opportunities like electric
mobility and renewable
energy.

Financial regulators designed in socialist
era; needs change to aid growth: Kant

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Equity benchmark BSE
Sensex closed at an all-
time high of 62,272.68 on
Thursday, tracking a firm
trend in global markets
after the US Fed minutes
indicated a slower pace of
rate increase that bol-
stered investors' senti-
ment. Extending its rally
to the third straight day,
the 30-share BSE bench-
mark rallied 762.10 points
or 1.24 per cent to settle at
62,272.68, its record closing
peak. During the day, it
jumped 901.75 points or
1.46 per cent to its lifetime
high of 62,412.33. The
broader NSE Nifty gained
216.85 points or 1.19 per
cent to end at 18,484.10.
During the day, it hit its 52-
week high of 18,529.70,
higher by 262.45 points or

1.43 per cent. "Two trig-
gers assisted the Sensex
rally to record highs. One,
in the mother market US,
the market construct
turned favourable with
rising equities, declining
bond yields and falling dol-
lar. Two, macro develop-
ments in India show
steady rise in credit
growth and capex indicat-
ing strong economic recov-
ery. "Along with this,

sharp correction in crude
is a big positive. This has
facilitated this Sensex
rally led by large-caps,
mainly the HDFC twins,
Infosys, TCS and RIL,"
said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services. From
the Sensex pack, HCL
Technologies, Infosys,
Wipro, Power Grid, Tech
Mahindra, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Hindustan Unilever, HDFC,
HDFC Bank and Mahindra
& Mahindra were among
the major winners. Bajaj
Finserv, Tata Steel, Bajaj
Finance and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
laggards. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo and Hong Kong
ended in the green, while
Shanghai settled lower.

Sensex hits record high, Nifty jumps
216 pts amid firm global equities

Mumbai, Nov 24:  

The rupee appreciated 30
paise to close at 81.63 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Thursday as a weak green-
back in the overseas market
and a rally in domestic equi-
ties boosted investor senti-
ments. Forex traders said the
dollar fell in international
trade post the weak US data
and dovish Fed minutes. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened
at 81.72 and touched an intra-
day high of 81.60 and a low of
81.77 against the greenback.
The local unit finally settled at
81.63, registering a rise of 30
paise over its previous close.
On Wednesday, the rupee
depreciated 26 paise to close
at 81.93 against the US cur-
rency. "Rupee continued to
trade in a narrow range and
volatility remained low in the
past few sessions. 

Rupee gains 30 paise
to close at 81.63

against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 24: 

Global healthcare compa-
ny Abbott has committed to
upgrading 75 Primary
Health Centres (PHCs) to
Health and Wellness
Centres (HWCs) across nine
States in India in partner-
ship with Americares India
Foundation, a health-fo-
cused relief and develop-
ment organization. The
HWC program, supported
by an Abbott grant of about
Rs 200 million (U.S.$2.4 mil-
lion), will serve over 2.5 mil-
lion people from under-re-
sourced communities every
year. These centres are vital
to support the govern-
ment’s Ayushman Bharat
initiative, advancing access
to affordable, quality
healthcare equitably across
the population. Jasraj
Virdi, Global Citizenship
and Sustainability Director,
Abbott, said, “In line with

our 2030 Global
Sustainability Plan, we in-
tend to expand affordable
access to healthcare by de-
livering innovative, decen-
tralized models of care that
advance prevention and
early diagnosis, and pro-
vide quality treatment and
care. Strengthening local
health centres to be well
equipped to meet communi-
ty healthcare needs is a step
in this direction. And these
centres will also play an in-
tegral role in supporting
the government’s health
initiatives to ensure the de-
livery of quality primary
healthcare that is afford-
able, equitable and sustain-
able.”

Shripad Desai, MD &
Country Director,
Americares India
Foundation, commented,
“Upgrading primary
health centres to promote
holistic health and well-

ness is critical today to
support India’s
Ayushman Bharat initia-
tive and help improve
healthcare delivery.
Working with Abbott, we
aim to continue shaping
the future of quality
healthcare and communi-
ty building across the
country.” Dr. S.N. Keshri,
Chief Health Medical
Officer (CMHO), Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh added,
“Thanks to Americares
and Abbott for helping in
various health programs,
improving health systems,
providing infrastructure
and equipment support as
well as upgrading knowl-
edge of health workers at
PHC level of Raigarh dis-
trict. It is really a produc-
tive support.” PHCs often
serve as the first point of
contact for local communi-
ties within the nation’s
health system.

Abbott to upgrade 75 Primary
Health Centres across India

New Delhi, Nov 24:  

Medicall, the largest
B2B Medical Equipment
Trade Fair organized by
Medexpert Business
Consultants Pvt. Ltd., will
be held from  09 – 11 Dec
2022 at the Biswa Bangla
Mela Prangan. The 31st
edition of Medicall will fo-
cuses on all the needs of a
hospital from surgical cot-
ton to the latest imaging
equipment and surgical
tools etc. This will be the
largest and biggest
Medical device and hospi-
tal needs exhibition in
East & North Eastern
India. Medicall organizes
Interactive Brainstorm,
the showstoppers of
Medicall. At Medicall,
medicine meets manage-
ment providing intellectu-
ally stimulating Seminars,

Workshops, Unconference
and Ask all –open discus-
sion sessions for the
Medical Fraternity to ac-
quire and disseminate
knowledge on the business
aspects of running
Hospitals.

The Interactive
Healthcare Intelligentsia
at Brainstorm Medicall
dishes out nuggets of wis-
dom in a nutshell. Also,
Medicall Introduces
Medicall academy with an
objective of nurturing
Talent and skill develop-
ment through Simulation
based workshops, induc-
ing hands–on experience
on new skills and tech-
nologies used in Health
care industry. Since 2006,
Medicall shows are held at
Chennai, Mumbai, Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Kolkata,
Hyderabad and Colombo.

Medicall Expo organises
31st edition of B2B Medical

Equipment Trade Fair
New Delhi, Nov 24: 

Airtel Payments Bank
has taken yet another step
towards digital inclusion
and announced the launch
of Face Authentication-
based savings bank account
opening for customers. The
facility will further ease the
account opening process
making it seamless & con-
venient for
customers.Airtel Payments
Bank is the first Payments
Bank in the country to offer
this facility. The new facili-
ty will help Business
Correspondents (BCs) of
the bank to open an account
just byundertakingfaceau-
thentication e-KYC. The au-
thentication is processed
using a newly developed
mobile application by the
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)

as a result, the business cor-
respondent will now only
need a smartphone to open
an account. The bank will
make this facility available
across all its 500,000 bank-
ing points by end of this
year.

Speaking about the
launch, Anubrata Biswas,
MD & CEO of Airtel
Payments Bank said, “We
at Airtel Payments Bank
believe in strengthening
our bouquet of digital serv-
ices with the latest technol-
ogy and provide our cus-
tomers access to improved
digital banking solutions
which are user-friendly.
This safe and secure au-
thentication process has
been made possible by the
efforts of the UIDAI, which
is a huge step in furthering
the cause of inclusive bank-
ing in the country.”

Airtel Payments Banks
rolls-out e-KYC based on

Face Authentication

Anushka Sen
wraps up first

schedule of her
Korean debut
film ‘Asia’

Actress Anushka Sen,
who is known for her

work in the television
show 'Jhansi Ki Rani', will
be soon making her foray
in South Korean cinema
with her upcoming
movie titled 'Asia'. The
actress has returned
to India after com-
pleting the first
schedule of the
film. Talking about
the film,
Anushka
said: "The
film that
I'm doing
is called 'Asia'. It's a
very unique concept.
It has people from all
over Asia coming
together to make a
film about Asia.
Playing a pivotal
character, I'm rep-
resenting India in
the film in a way.
I had a really great
experience filming in South
Korea and it's been going really
well." She further mentioned:
"First schedule was really nice, I
have a very strong character I am
playing an assassin for the very
first time, never done a role of an
assassin in my career so this is
going to be really new and unique
and of course its international so
its much bigger and I'm really
really grateful that I'm represent-
ing India in a way."

ACROSS

1. Box

5. Tree juices

9. Stage remark

14. Evils

15. Harbinger

16. Mister (Sp.)

17. Foot digits

18. Bargainer

20. WSW's opposite

21. Pallid

22. Lecturers

23. Leave

25. Gyrate

26. Sunday dinner item

28. Attack

33. West Point student

36. Make well

38. Inspiring one

39. Select group

40. Atop, poetically

41. Belief

42. Sprint

43. Thick cord

44. Evaluates

45. Get free

47. Subsequently

49. Alley

51. Bother

55. Trap

59. Auction action

60. Big boy

61. Think over again

63. ____ Marie Presley

64. Wrathful

65. Understands

66. Actor ____ Guinness

67. Tailed celestial body

68. Warmth

69. Jaunty

DOWN

1. Used footnotes

2. Unattended

3. Snooze

4. Snaky shape

5. Beethoven work

6. So be it!

7. Tent stake

8. Be nosy

9. Japanese, e.g.

10. ____ belt

11. Absorbed by

12. Portal

13. Makes a mistake

19. Test

21. Penned

24. R&B singer ____ Franklin

25. Church spire

27. Get lost!
29. Smudges
30. Uncle's wife
31. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
32. Allows
33. Admit defeat
34. Cry of sorrow
35. Part of DJ
37. Site
41. Tire pattern
43. Raises children
46. Jupiter, e.g.
48. Desire for water
50. Horse sound
52. Look happy
53. Intense beam
54. Put into effect
55. Clapton or Idle
56. Fiddling emperor
57. Sting
58. Jot down
59. Greek letter
62. Sandra ____ ("Gidget")
63. Drink like a dog
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Niharika
Chouksey draws
inspiration from

cricketer
Harmanpreet 
Kaur for ‘Faltu’

T
V actress Niharika
Chouksey, who
plays the titular

role in the new show
'Faltu', said she drew in-
spiration from cricketer
Harmanpreet Kaur for
her role in the show.

Harmanpreet Kaur,
who is an all-rounder, is
the captain of the Indian
National Women's
Cricket Team. Among
her various achieve-
ments, she became the
first woman from India
to score a century in
Women's Twenty 20
International in
November 2018.

The 'Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai' actress
spoke about the cricketer
Harmanpreet Kaur and
how she has inspired her
for her role.

She said: "Growing up,
I didn't know how to play
cricket but for this role, I
had to understand the ba-
sics of it. And during
that journey of training
from the scratch, I found

my inspiration in
Harmanpreet Kaur. I love
how she has paved the
way ahead in this career
and has achieved major
milestones."

Niharika has been part
of films such as 'Jahaan
Chaar Yaar' in which she
played the character of
Swara Bhasker's daugh-
ter, and she was also seen
in 'Janhit Mein Jaari',
playing the sister of
Nushrratt Bharuccha.
Now, she is playing the
lead in 'Faltu' which is all
about the attitude of peo-
ple living in rural parts
towards a girl child and
how certain times they
end up giving them
names like 'Faltu' with a
belief that the next child
will be a boy.

She added that the ace
cricketer motivated her:
"I am inspired by her way
of conduct and how fear-
lessly she backs her
team. I love her for her
fierce approach and con-
fident persona."

I
ndia’s epic sagas are a
very important part of
us, with every tale con-

tinuing to live with us till
date. Building on the
mythical aura of Shri
Krishna, Zee Cinema
brings to you a relatable
tale, a mystical adventure
and the pursuit of saving
the world with the World
Television Premiere of
Kathikeya 2. Bringing
this narrative to fore, we
have uber-talented Nikhil
Siddharth stepping in the
shoes of Karthikeya
along with celebrated
actor Anupam Kher
bringing gravitas to the
film. Get ready to go on an
experience of a lifetime
on 27th November at 8pm
only on Zee Cinema.

Riveting stories on a
larger-than-life canvas
can transform into a cine-
matic escapade of a life-
time! Karthikeya 2 proved
this by breaking the mold
with its unique concept,
thus maintaining longevi-
ty at the big screens. The
surprise success of the
film not only brewed cu-
riosity around the genre
but also the story.

In Nikhil Siddhartha’s
words, “There is an aura
of Shri Krishna that al-
ready exists in people’s
minds. The film builds on
this very essence and in-
tertwines it with an ad-

venture that has the
power to save the world.
Given that our childhood
was wrapped in such
mythical stories, I think
the audience will find it
all very imaginative and
relatable. I’m looking for-
ward to the World
Television Premiere of
Karthikeya 2 on Zee
Cinema and am excited to
share the magic of this

epic saga with the whole
of India.”

When the world faces a
lethal threat that threat-
ens the very existence of
the human race, only Shri
Krishna’s rahasyamay
kada can save the world.
This secret is hidden
away in the mountains
and in the pages of our
epic scriptures but des-
tiny leads Karthik on a

quest to hunt this ra-
hasyamay kada and ulti-
mately save the world.
However, Karthik will
have to overcome hurdles
to avert the world-ending
calamity. Will he be able to
find the Kada on time?

Tune-in to find out with
the World Television
Premiere of Karthikeya 2
on Zee Cinema on 27th
November at 8 PM.

World TV premiere of
‘Karthikeya 2’ on Nov 27

Kriti Sanon, who is now
busy with the promo-

tions of her upcoming movie
'Bhediya', is in her home city
Delhi where she paid a visit
to her school, DPS R. K.
Puram, and savoured old
memories.
The actress took to her social
media and penned a heartfelt
note about the feeling of
going back to her school
days. She wrote in the cap-
tion, "Back to school! After
15 years. Such a proud feel-
ing to be back to my school
to promote my film #Bhediya.
Nostalgic." She added:
"D.P.S. R.K.Puram has given
me a lot. It truly shaped the
person I am today! And it was
the best feeling to come back
to say 'I made it!'
AlwaysADipsiteAtHeart.". In
her Instagram stories, the
actress, who has grown from
strength to strength in her
career, credited her school
and teachers for shaping the
person she has grown into
today. Kriti recently also
unveiled the teaser of her
upcoming next 'Shehzada',
where she stars opposite
Kartik Aaryan. Apart from
this, Kriti has a strong line-
up of films, which include
'Adipurush', 'Ganapath' and
'The Crew'.

Kriti Sanon gets
nostalgic as she
visits old school
after 15 years

B
ollywood actor
Vivek Oberoi, who
is garnering a lot

of positive response for
his work in the recently
released streaming se-
ries 'Dharavi Bank', has a
connection between his
debut movie 'Company'
this film.

Since the actor plays
the role of Joint
Commissioner of Police,
Jayant Gavaskar in
'Dharavi Bank', he revis-
ited his debut film to
seek inspiration for
'Dharavi Bank' from
Mohanlal's character of
Veerappalli Srinivasan
IPS, Joint Commissioner
of Mumbai Police.

Vivek said: "There are
some performances that
stay in your heart for life.
Though 'Company' was
my first film, it was a
learning ground for me. I
was surrounded by the
best actors of our times

from Ajay Devgn to
Mohanlal. For 'Dharavi
Bank', I, in fact, went
back to Mohanlal Sir's
performance all over
again. He played
Veerappalli Srinivasan
IPS, Joint Commissioner
of Mumbai Police. I have
vivid memories of how
he approached his
scenes."

Heaping praise on the
renowned actor, Vivek
further mentioned: "His
technique comes from
experience so there's a
certain effortlessness in
how he plays it. It is all
fresh in my mind - how
he approached the char-
acter, how he prepared
for it, his demeanour on
set. I have tried to use
some of his tricks for the
part. Because I am famil-
iar with a lot of cops in
the Mumbai Police Force,
even the guidance they
provided helped me.

Vivek Oberoi revisited
Mohanlal’s work in

‘Company’ for ‘Dharavi Bank’

S
ony Entertainment Television’s
The Kapil Sharma Show is ready
to take the audience on a comi-

cal-cum-musical rollercoaster ride
this Sunday, 27th November at 9:30
pm, as it will host the ‘Narayan
Family’. The veteran singer and time-
less voice Udit Narayan, his beautiful
wife Deepa Narayan, talented singer
and most adored host Aditya Narayan
along with his wife Shweta Agarwal
will be gracing the show adding chaar
chand to this special episode. The
Narayan family will be seen having a
gala time in the show with the amus-
ing antics of Kapil’s atrangi mohalla
and will also spill some beans about
what happens inside their fam jam!

B-town’s evergreen voice and
melody king, Udit Narayan will be
seen recalling his struggling days He
shared, “My father was a farmer and
we were going through a very tough
time. But I was very much into
singing since the very beginning but
my father would always say that I
should avoid putting so much effort in
these Ram Leelas (refers to singing

and performing) and rather work
hard and become a doctor or an engi-
neer and make him proud by earning
good money. I agree with what he said
i.e ‘Jo hota hai manzure khuda hota

hai.’ So, I went to my mother who is by
the way 106 years old now and she
sings really well. So, I told her what
my father thinks. While she agreed to
my father’s suggestion considering
our background but somewhere she
had faith in my singing, so she moti-
vated me to be a singer but also told
me to study as well. Both my parents
just kept a compulsion of education
on me, and I am glad they did. I came
to Mumbai from a small town and
never gave up, I struggled, worked
hard and today I am here because of
that.”

It is widely believed that behind
every successful man there is a
woman, Deepa Narayan is living proof
of the same. Spilling some beans
about his love life and how he met
Deepa ji, Udit ji will share, “I met
Deepa at a regional music director’s
place where I was rehearsing. It was
somewhere around 1979. She heard
my voice then and she went up to the
music director to say that she would
put her money in if Udit sings the
song as she was making an album.

Udit Narayan shares his meeting with love of his life Deepa

‘Ek Mahanayak – 

Dr B.R. Ambedkar’s

artists talk about

Babasaheb’s 

contributions

On November 26, 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of

India adopted the Constitution of
India, which came into effect on
January 26,
1950. Every
year, the
nation cele-
brates
November 26
to commemo-
rate the adop-
tion of ‘The
Constitution
of India’. On
Samvidhan
Diwas this
year, lead
artists from
&TV’s Ek
Mahanayak
Dr B.R.
Ambedkar,
Atharva (Young Ambedkar),
Narayani Mahesh Varne
(Ramabai), and Ramji Sakpal
(Jagannath Nivangune) remem-
ber the chief architect of the
Indian Constitution, Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, and talk about his
immense contribution to the soci-
ety. Atharva, essaying young
Bhimrao in the show, shares, “Dr
B.R. Ambedkar is regarded as the
founder of the Indian
Constitution. On August, 1947 his
reputation as a scholar led him to
become India's first law minister
and, later, the committee's chair-
man drafting the Constitution. 
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Al Wakrah (Qatar), Nov 24 (AP):

Breel Embolo's goal lift-
ed Switzerland to a 1-0 win
over Cameroon at the
World Cup on Thursday
and he kept his promise
not to celebrate scoring
against the country where
he was born. The Swiss
forward from Yaounde
struck with a right-foot
shot in the 48th minute,
standing all alone eight
metres (yards) out in the
middle of the goalmouth
to take Xherdan Shaqiri's
low pass.

Embolo then pursed his
lips in a wry smile and
held his arms out wide,
before raising his hands
in a gesture of apology as
teammates rushed to him
near the penalty spot.

He pointed toward
Swiss fans behind the goal
where he had scored then
to Cameroon fans at the
opposite corner of Al
Janoub stadium.

The 25-year-old forward
left Cameroon with his
family when he was five.
They spent time in France
before settling in
Switzerland, the country
he is now representing at
a second World Cup.

Though an African-
born player scored, teams
from Africa are now
scoreless through the four
games they have played at
this World Cup. All have
played higher-ranked
teams, and Morocco and
Tunisia earned 0-0 draws,
respectively against
Croatia and Denmark.
Cameroon's streak of loss-
es at World Cup finals
tournaments extended to
eight games dating back
to 2002. Brazil and Serbia

are also in Group G and
they meet later Thursday.

In the move for Embolo
to score, it was too easy
for the Swiss to pass the
ball quickly through the
Cameroon defensive lines
from left flank to right.

The fast Swiss start to
the second half contrast-
ed with a lack of first-half
urgency that could hardly
be explained by the 1 p.m.
kickoff one of only seven
games in Qatar being
played entirely in day-
light. The heat peaked at
29 Celsius (84 Fahrenheit),
humidity was low and
most of the playing area
was shaded.

Cameroon wasted a
clear scoring chance to
take control in the 10th
minute. A long, straight
pass past Switzerland's
central defenders led to
Karl Toko Ekambi firing a

half-volley shot high over
the bar from just 10 me-
ters (yards). Cameroon ex-
erted little pressure trying
to level the game. Andre-
Frank Zambo Anguissa's
header in the 66th was
aimed directly at goal-
keeper Yann Sommer who
saved easily. In the next
play, a Swiss move down
the right flank almost re-
peated the goal but goal-
keeper Andre Onana
saved from Ruben Vargas.

MILLA TIME

Cameroon great Roger
Milla was paraded on the
field before the game.
Fans were shown a video
montage of his goals at
the 1990 World Cup where
Cameroon became the
first African team ever to
advance to the quarterfi-
nals. Milla was joined by
Samuel Eto'o, Cameroon's
greatest player who now

heads its soccer federa-
tion. Eto'o scored the only
goal when Cameroon last
won at the World Cup 1-0
against Saudi Arabia in
2002.
REFEREE'S QUIET DAY

Referee Facundo Tello
had a quieter day than
when he sent off 10 play-
ers in Argentina just be-
fore coming to Qatar. He
showed red cards to seven
Boca Juniors players and
three from Racing Club
after an extra-time brawl.
Here, Tello showed three
yellow cards and no red
cards. This was the 13th
game at the World Cup
and no player has yet been
sent off.

UP NEXT

Switzerland next plays
Group H favorite Brazil on
Monday evening in Doha.
Earlier the same day
Cameroon faces Serbia.

Al Rayyan, Nov 24 (AP):

Kevin De Bruyne threw
his hands up in disgust as
another pass went astray.
Eden Hazard was easily
knocked off the ball.
Michy Batshuayi was
hauled off by his angry
coach after a lazy flick to
no one at all. Belgium did-
n't live up to the hype of
being the second-ranked
team despite starting the
World Cup with a 1-0 victo-
ry over Canada on
Wednesday.

Thibaut Courtois saved
an early penalty and
Batshuayi scored the only
goal at Ahmad Bin Ali
Stadium to spoil the North
American team's return to
the tournament after 36
years. Aside from the re-
sult, there was little for the
Belgians to celebrate, with
De Bruyne one of the
world's best players mock-
ing the decision to name
him player of the match.
"No, I don't think I played a
great game," a miserable-
looking De Bruyne said
after being told of his
award. "I don't know why I
got the trophy maybe it's
because of my name."

Belgium's aging team
was outplayed at times by
Canada, which has yet to
collect a point or even
score a goal in four World
Cup matches including the
three games from its debut
in 1986. This should have
been the game the
Canadians broke that run.
Alphonso Davies, the star
of Canada's team, squan-
dered the best chance
when his penalty was

blocked by Courtois, one of
21 shots taken compared to
Belgium's nine.

"They showed tonight
they do belong here,"
Canada coach John
Herdman said of his play-
ers. One moment of class
in the 44th minute wound
up deciding the game. It
wasn't from one of De
Bruyne's brilliant through-
balls or Hazard's mazy
dribbles, but instead a sim-
ple long ball over the top of
Canada's defense by center
back Toby Alderweireld.

It split the defense and
Batshuayi ran through, let-
ting the ball bounce twice
before guiding a left-footed
finish into the far corner.
"Delighted that, without
being ourselves, we won
the game," Belgium coach
Roberto Martinez said.
Martinez said it was his

team's worst performance
on a technical level since
he took charge more than
six years ago. "But was it
the worst game?" he added.
"No. Because it's a win."

There were six players
in their 30s in Belgium's
starting lineup, four of
them having accrued
more than 100 internation-
al appearances. Courtois
and De Bruyne might
reach three figures at this
World Cup, in what looks
like being a last hurrah
for this group of players
often described as a "gold-
en generation." The ab-
sence of Romelu Lukaku a
prolific scorer and big
presence up front is a
huge blow to Martinez,
with Batshuayi failing to
impress as his backup
aside from his well-taken
goal.

RECORD BREAKER

Canada captain Atiba
Hutchinson, at the age of
39, became the oldest out-
field player to start a World
Cup match.

REF WATCH

The referee was Janny
Sikazwe of Zambia, who
made headlines at the
African Cup of Nations in
January by blowing to end
a match after about 85
minutes. The match
restarted and then ended
again prior to the 90-
minute mark. Sikazwe
later said he had been suf-
fering from heat stroke. In
the Belgium-Canada game,
he played five minutes of
stoppage time in each half.

UP NEXT

Belgium takes on
Morocco on Sunday.
Canada meets Croatia on
the same day.

Switzerland beat Cameroon 1-0

Switzerland's Ruben Vargas heads for the ball during the World Cup group G soccer match between
Switzerland and Cameroon, at the Al Janoub Stadium in Al Wakrah, Qatar, Thursday.

Belgium spoils Canada’s World
Cup return with 1-0 win

Belgium's forward #23 Michy Batshuayi shoots the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group F foot-
ball match between Belgium and Canada at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

Doha, Nov 24 (AP):

Spain's young squad got
off to a high-scoring start
at the World Cup, routing
Costa Rica 7-0 on
Wednesday. Not long after
Japan surprised Germany
2-1 in the other Group E
match, Spain avoided any
chance of an upset with
Dani Olmo, Marco Asensio
and Ferran Torres scoring
a goal each in the first 31
minutes. Torres, Gavi,
Carlos Soler and lvaro
Morata added to the lead in
the second half.

Olmo's goal was the
100th at World Cups for
Spain, which became the
sixth nation to score more
than 100 times in the tour-
nament. It was the first
time Spain has scored
seven goals in a World Cup
match. With 18-year-old
Gavi and 19-year-old Pedri
starting, Spain became the
first European nation with
two teenagers in the start-
ing lineup of a World Cup
match in 60 years, accord-
ing to statistics platform

Opta.
Gavi then became the

youngest goal scorer at the
World Cup since Pel in the
1958 final, also according to
Opta. Gavi and Pedri were

among the many young-
sters picked by Spain coach
Luis Enrique in a re-
vamped squad in Qatar the
third-youngest team
among the 32 nations, after

the United States and
Ghana. The young duo
helped Spain control the
pace of the match from the
start at Al Thumama
Stadium. Costa Rica looked

overwhelmed from the
start in its third straight
World Cup campaign. It
came to Qatar hoping to re-
peat its surprise run to the
quarterfinals in 2014 in
Brazil, and avoid a repeat
of its participation four
years ago in Russia, when
it was eliminated in the
group stage after not win-
ning any matches.

Spain, which didn't get
past the round of 16 in
Russia, is trying to break
through with a major title
after making it to the final
of the Nations League and
the semifinals of last year's
European Championship.
This year the team also
qualified for the Final Four
of the Nations League for a
second straight time.
Spain's last major triumph
came at Euro 2012, two
years after it won its lone
World Cup title in South
Africa. Only five countries
have scored more goals
than Spain at the World
Cup Brazil, Germany,
Argentina, Italy and
France.

Young Spain squad routs Costa Rica 7-0 at World Cup

Spain's forward #11 Ferran Torres (unseen) celebrates scoring his team's third goal from the penalty
spot during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E football match between Spain and Costa Rica at the 
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha.

Cape Town, Nov 24 (PTI):

MI Cape Town on
Wednesday announced
England pacer Jofra
Archer as their wildcard
signing for the inaugural
edition of the SA20 league,
starting in January next
year. Archer has not
played international crick-
et since March 2021 due to
a long-standing elbow
issue, which was followed
by a stress fracture of the

lower back. He returned to
action for England Lions
in a game against the
main England side in Abu
Dhabi on Wednesday.

Archer was signed by
Mumbai Indians in the
last IPL auction for Rs 8
crore despite the franchise
knowing that he would not
be available. He has been
retained for the 2023 sea-
son. IPL side MI and SA20
team MI Cape Town are
owned by the same group.

Jofra Archer joins MI
Cape Town for SA20

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI):

Indian boxers continued
their dominance at the youth
men's and women's World
Championships as seven of
them stormed into the finals
after stunning victories in La
Nucia, Spain. Youth Asian
champions Vanshaj and
Vishwanath Suresh marched

into the summit clash along
with Ashish to maintain all-
win record for India in the
men's semifinals, whereas
Kirti (+81kg), Bhawna
Sharma (48kg), Devika
Ghorpade (52kg) and Ravina
(63kg) advanced to the finals
in the women's section.
While Vishwanath claimed 4-
1 win over Juanma Lopez of

Puerto Rico, Vanshaj (63.5kg)
and Ashish (54kg) posted
close 3-2 and 4-3 triumphs
against USA's Deshawn
Crocklem and Uzbekistan's
Khujanazar Nortojiev re-
spectively in their thrilling
semifinal bouts. Women box-
ers, on the other hand,
recorded comfortable wins
apart from Kirti's 3-2 victory
against Kazakhstan's Assel
Toktassyn. Ravina and
Bhawna outpunched their
Kazakh opponents Assem
Tanatar and Gulnaz
Buribayeva respectively by
unanimous decision. Devika
got the better of USA's
Aameedah Joy with a 4-1
margin. Meanwhile, four
other Indian women in ac-
tion -- Tamanna (50kg),
Kunjarani Devi Thongam
(60kg), Muskan (75kg) and
Lashu Yadav (70kg) -- signed
off with bronze medals after
defeats in their respective
semifinal bouts.

Seven Indian boxers enter finals
at Youth World Championships

India's Bhawna Sharma reacts after her win during the IBA Youth
Men’s and Women’s World Boxing Championships 2022, in La
Nucia, Spain, Thursday.

Auckland, Nov 24 (PTI):

Copping a lot of flak for
its archaic approach in
T20Is, the Indian cricket
team is expected to turn a
new leaf in a different for-
mat as it takes on New
Zealand in a three-match
ODI series, which will mark
the start of preparations for
next year's World Cup.

India had endured a
nightmare back in 2020 in
New Zealand when Virat
Kohli's side was blanked 0-3
in one of the most lopsided
series where the bowling ef-
fort was below par.

Exactly 11 months are
left for the marquee event
in India and the series start-
ing on Friday will give the
team an initial idea about
some of the middle-order
slots and also the bowling
arsenal in India's armoury.

With five seniors -- skip-
per Rohit Sharma, the talis-
manic Virat Kohli, team
management's favourite KL
Rahul, pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah and No.1

ODI all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja not part of this se-
ries, the management can
only get a rough idea in
which direction the team
would move.

All these big guns will
now play a lot of of ODI
cricket, starting with the
Bangladesh series, and the
team combination will un-
dergo a sea change once
they all come back in due
course. Just like the dilem-
mas of T20Is, Indian coach
Rahul Dravid will have a
lot on his plate but for now,
his understudy VVS

Laxman also needs to do a
tight rope walking as far as
this series is concerned.

Dhawan will be close to
38 during next year's World
Cup and in ODIs in the last
two years, he has scored
nearly 1000 runs. This is
the only international for-
mat he plays. Since T20 got
more precedence, his ap-
pearances has been pretty
sporadic.

In the meantime,
Shubman Gill has shown
his prowess as an ODI
opener in a dozen of
games he has played so far
with an average of 57 plus
and a strike-rate of 100
plus.

Rahul, in ODIs, has start-
ed batting down the order at
times and Shreyas Iyer has
been one of India's consis-
tent ODI players despite his
problems with short ball.
Suryakumar Yadav, who is
in the form of his life can't
be dropped from the mid-
dle-order if he is fit to play.

India start 50 over auditions under Dhawan
Match Starts: 7 am IST.

Doha, Nov 24:

Two-time winners Uruguay
have kickstarted its campaign
at the grandest stage in world
football as the South American
giants played out a goalless
draw with South Korea in their
Group H opener of the FIFA
World Cup 2022 on Thursday.
The third meeting between
Uruguay and South Korea in
the history of the FIFA World
Cup ended in a stalemate at
Qatar's Education City
Stadium.  
Uruguay and South Korea have
shared a point each in their
World Cup 2022 opener.
Uruguay will next face
Ronaldo's Portugal in Group H.
Earlier, the Luis Suárez-starrer
side was eyeing their third win
over the Asian giants at the
FIFA World Cup. The former
world champions had defeated
South Korea 1-0 in the group
stage of the 1990 World Cup.
Uruguay also emerged victori-
ous over South Korea (2-1) in

the round of 16 phase of the
2010 World Cup.  
Diego Godin rattled the post
with his header in the first-
half, before Federico
Valverde's effort crashed the
crossbar. South Korea, too,
had plenty of openings but
couldn't find the back of the
net. South Korea started the
game with plenty of pressing
in the first 45, before Uruguay

started to dictate tempo after
the break. Hwang Ui-jo had
the biggest opportunity for
Korea but he had blazed his
effort just over the bar.
Darwin Nunez had a couple of
cracks in front of the goal but
dragged his effort wide. In the
second-half, South Korea
heavily relied on the counters
but failed to create something
major. 

Uruguay-SK play out
a pulsating 0-0 draw

‘Pilot traitor, can’t be made Raj CM’
New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
called Sachin Pilot a "gad-
dar" (traitor) on Thursday
and said he cannot replace
him as he had revolted
against the Congress in
2020 and tried to topple his
own government. The re-
marks have further
widened the fissures in
the Congress party in
Rajasthan, where
Assembly polls are slated
next year. The Bharat
Jodo Yatra, led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, is also set to enter
the desert state.

Pilot, who walked along-
side Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in
the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday, did not react to
Gehlot's remarks. Gehlot
also alleged that Union
Home Minister and senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Amit Shah

was involved in Pilot's re-
bellion, when some
Congress MLAs loyal to
him were holed up in a
Gurugram resort for more
than a month and Union
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan visited them
often, claiming that he has
proof that an amount of Rs
10 crore was paid to each of
those legislators, including
Pilot. The veteran leader
also said the Congress can

replace him with any of its
102 MLAs in Rajasthan ex-
cept Pilot if the top leader-
ship feels that the prospects
of the party would improve
in next year's Assembly
polls.

"The MLAs will never ac-
cept someone who has re-
volted and has been dubbed
as a gaddar. How can he be-
come the chief minister?
How can the MLAs accept
such a person as the chief

minister? I have proof that
Rs 10 crore each were dis-
tributed to the MLAs holed
up in a Gurugram resort
for toppling the Congress
government in Rajasthan,"
Gehlot told NDTV. He said
one will never find an ex-
ample where a party presi-
dent "tries to topple his own
government". Rajasthan
BJP chief Satish Punia
has, however, denied the
charge that the saffron
party was involved in pay-
ing money to Congress leg-
islators in 2020 to defect.

Gehlot said if Pilot had
apologised to the MLAs and
won them over, things
would have been different.
"Till now, he has not apolo-
gised. If he had apologised,
I would not have had to
apologise," the chief minis-
ter said, referring to his
apology to former Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi after
more than 90 MLAs close to
him did not allow a
Congress Legislature Party
meeting to take place.
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Vaghodia, Nov 23 (PTI): 

Two BJP rebels,
both pledging to back
it if they win and
both contesting as in-
dependents, are
going head to head in
this assembly seg-
ment, their very sup-
port queering the

pitch for the ruling party's
official candidate.

That six-time BJP legis-
lator Madhu Shrivastav,
who was replaced by the
party's Vadodara district
president Ashwin Patel, is
one of them makes the saf-
fron party's road to victory
in this keenly watched con-
stituency a steeper uphill
trudge.

Against Shrivastav,
whose exclusion from the
BJP's electoral fray was a
surprise for many, is
Dharmendra Sinh
Vaghela. In more similari-

ties, the two former party
colleagues and opponents
have the image of being
'dabangs' (fearless) and
'bahubalis' (strongmen) in
the constituency.

Though the BJP has put
all its might behind its offi-
cial candidate Patel, the
prospect of a vote split is
real. The relatively low
profile Patel will be fight-
ing the two party rebels
and candidates of the
Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in a
multi-cornered contest on
December 5 in the second
phase of the elections.

"The BJP is more impor-
tant than the candidate
and we are focussing on
ensuring the victory of the
official candidate,"
Utsavbhai Parikh, general
secretary of the BJP Kisan
Morcha in Vadodara, told
PTI. Confident of victory,
he said of the 65 per cent

Kshatriya voters in
Vaghodia, 50 per cent are
committed BJP voters. "We
will suffer 10 to 15 per cent
(loss) in terms of votes due
to the presence of the
rebels. But we are confi-
dent of winning," Parikh
said.

The BJP has also induct-
ed Yogpal Singh Gohil, a
well connected Kshatriya
leader from the Congress
and son of former party
legislator Upendra Singh
Gohil. In 2017, Madhubhai,
as Shrivastav is called in
the constituency, defeated
Vaghela, known as Bapu,
by 10,315 votes. Vaghela
then too was a BJP rebel.

Five years ago, the
Congress did not field a
candidate from here and
left the seat for the
Bharatiya Tribal party
(BTP) with whom it had an
alliance. Vaghela benefited
as a majority of the

Kshatriya voters, a decid-
ing factor in Vaghodia,
went to him due to the
Congress' absence from the
poll arena. This time might
be different.

Shrivastav, who has won
six times since 1995, and
Vaghela have said they will
be with the BJP if they
win. The BJP controls zilla
and taluka panchayats and
gram panchayats in
Vaghodia and its leaders
say the party's grassroots
strength is enough to see it
through the hustings.

The Congress, on its
part, appears upbeat and is
hoping to derive maximum
advantage from the frac-
tured poll situation.
Satyajit Gaikwad, the
party's candidate and for-
mer MP from Vadodara,
said Madhu Shrivastav
polled 60,000 votes in 2017
but 1.10 lakh ballots went
against him.

Villagers cut through hill
in Koraput to build road

Koraput (Odisha), Nov 24 (PTI): 

The poor tribal resi-
dents of Ghantraguda in
Koraput may not have
heard of the 'Mountain
Man' Dashrath Manjhi,
but like him took up the
work of constructing a
road cutting through the
hills on their own to ad-
dress their connectivity
problems.

The villagers - men and
women cut through a hill
and cleared shrubs and
have constructed a 6 km
long kuchha road connect-
ing Ghantraguda with
Puki Chhack in the dis-
trict. Ghantraguda is locat-
ed about 35 km from
Koraput town in southern

Odisha and the diversion
due to the lack of road
made the villagers travel 52
km to reach it. They were
forced to take a detour to
reach the headquarter
town for various works
and often faced problems.

The road constructed by
the villagers will reduce
the distance by a good 20
km, said Lachna
Purasethi, a villager. The
requests to the authorities
concerned for a shorter
road had not helped mat-
ters. "We appealed to the
authorities for the road
many times, but to no
avail. Therefore, we decid-
ed to construct the road on
our own," said Lochan
Bisoi, a villager.

Palakkad (Kerala), Nov 24 (PTI): 

The alleged denial of per-
mission to solomnise the
wedding of a transgender-
couple in a temple here has
triggered a row in the dis-
trict as several members of
the marginalised communi-
ty criticised the manage-
ment of the place of wor-
ship. The couple, Nilan
Krishna and Advika, were
in a relationship for some
time and decided to get
married at the Thiru-
Kachamkurissi temple.

They printed the wed-
ding invitation showing the
temple, dedicated to
Mahavishnu, as the venue
of the ceremony, according
to their friends. But, the
couple was forced to change
the venue of the function
scheduled today to a nearby
hall after the temple author-
ities denied permission for
the wedding as the two be-
longed to the transgender

community, they said.
However, the officials of the
temple, which comes under
the Malabar Devaswom
Board, denied the charge
and said they did not deny
the permission for the cere-
mony but only asked them
to talk to the temple board
officials in this regard.

"Not the couple but some-
one else connected to them
came here and informed us
of the plan to get married
in the shrine. We did not
understand then that the
couple belonged to the
transgender community," a
temple official told PTI.

He said when they came
to know about the gender of
the couple, they asked them
to talk to the higher offi-
cials. "Board chairman and
others were here. So, we
asked them to talk to the
higher officials as we have
no right to take an inde-
pendent decision in such a
case. But, they did not turn

up," the official, who does
not want to be named, said.
He said no such marriages
were ever held in the tem-
ple before. The temple offi-
cial said they normally
don't entertain love mar-
riages, which are taking
place without the permis-
sion of parents and rela-
tives, in the shrine complex
as such weddings may in-
vite police cases and legal
issues in future.

Transgender activist
Isha Kishore said the inci-
dent was unfortunate as the
couple was denied permis-
sion to hold their wedding
in the shrine complex mere-
ly because of their gender.
"Every temple has its own
rules and rituals and I com-
pletely agree to that. But,
here, they denied permis-
sion in the name of the gen-
der. We all believe that
everyone in this universe is
the creation of the
Almighty," she told PTI.

‘Situation in J&K has
improved in past 2-3 years’

Srinagar, Nov 24 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir deputy chief
minister Muzaffar
Hussain Baig on
Thursday said the situa-
tion in the union territory
has improved in the past
two to three years and
good work has been done
on the development front
as well. Baig, who quit the
Mehbooba Mufti-led PDP
in 2020 after nearly 20
years, also said peace in
the region was in the in-
terest of both Pakistan
and India.

"I don't think there is as
much instability in
Jammu and Kashmir as is
being projected. In the
past two to three years,
stability has improved sig-

nificantly... The situation
has been such that there
has been a reduction in
bloodshed," Baig told re-
porters here. On assembly
polls in Jammu and
Kashmir, he claimed that
towns and cities are neg-
lected because elections
have taken place only at
the village level where 70
per cent of the population
lives.

Good work has been
done at the village level,
but in cities and towns, de-
velopment works have not
taken place, Baig said,
adding that this can hap-
pen when assembly elec-
tions are held and an elect-
ed government is in place
and prepares a budget.
"Right now no one has
that right except for the

LG (lieutenant governor),"
he said.

In 2019, the Centre had
abrogated the erstwhile
state of Jammu and
Kashmir's special status
and divided it into union
territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh,
with lieutenant governor
as their administrators.
Elections to the assembly
in Jammu and Kashmir
are pending.

"However, I feel it will
take some time before
elections are held as a lot
of planning is to be done.
They would want the as-
sembly to have the same
powers as the DDCs (dis-
trict development coun-
cils) and for that there are
laws to be passed which
will take time," Baig said.

Akhilesh to contest 2024 LS polls from Kannauj
Kannauj (UP), Nov 24 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday indicated that he
may contest the 2024 parlia-
mentary elections from
Kannauj, which had elect-
ed him as an MP for the
first time. "It is our job to
contest... what will I do sit-
ting idle? I will contest
from where I had contested
the first election," he told
reporters here when asked
if he will contest from
Kannauj in 2024.

The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister,
however, said the party
would take a decision at
the right time. Akhilesh
Yadav was here to attend a
private function organised
by party leader Sunil
Kumar Gupta alias 'Munna
Bhaiya'. To a question as to
why he has fielded his wife

Dimple Yadav from
Mainpuri in the December
5 bypoll as she had previ-
ously contested from
Kannuaj, the SP chief said,
"Elections are in 2024
again."

The bypoll in Mainpuri
has been necessitated fol-
lowing the death of sitting
MP and SP founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav. To
repeated questions by
media persons if contest-
ing the next Lok Sabha
polls from Kannauj is final,
the SP chief said, "The
party will decide."

Akhilesh Yadav who was
elected to the Lok Sabha
from Azamgarh seat in the
last Lok Sabha elections
had resigned from the seat
after being elected to as-
sembly from Karhal early
this year to remain active
in state politics. The SP
leader won three elections

from Kannauj parliamen-
tary seat since 2000, first he
won the bypoll and then
2004 and 2009 general elec-
tions.

After becoming the chief
minister, he was elected to
the UP Legislative Council,
and Dimple Yadav repre-
sented Kannauj winning
the bypoll in 2012 and then
again winning it in 2014
general elections. She,
however, lost the seat in the
2019 elections to BJP's
Subrat Pathak.

On being told that field-
ing Dimple Yadav in
Mainpuri bypoll has led to
confusion among the work-
ers in Kannauj, Akhilesh
Yadav described Kannauj
as his 'karmabhoomi' and
said that the people of
Kannauj have elected him
as MP thrice. He asserted
that the people here have
always given him affection

and love and so he can
never leave Kannauj.
Veteran socialist leader
Ram Manohar Lohia had
represented Kannauj in
Parliament in 1967 as a
Samyukta Socialist Party
nominee.

Known for the perfume
trade, Kannauj constituen-
cy was carved out of
Farrukhabad in 1997.
Akhilesh Yadav who is
presently busy campaign-
ing in Mainpuri bypoll said
that people were support-
ing the Samajwadi Party
there in a big way.

Every section is extend-
ing support to Samajwadi
Party as 'Netaji' gave new
dimensions to Mainpuri
Lok Sabha constituency
and had a strong associa-
tion. The people of
Mainpuri themselves are
contesting the elections,
he added.

Street childrens play football inside a mosquito net covered playground, created to spread awareness against
dengue and other mosquito-borne diseases during ongoing 'FIFA World Cup 2022', in Kolkata, Thursday.

AWARENESS DRIVE

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot addresses a press conference
at party office in Jaipur.

Kalyan man 
celebrates birthday

at crematorium
Thane, Nov 24 (PTI): A
resident of Kalyan town
in Maharashtra's Thane
district celebrated his
birthday in a crematori-
um to convey a message
against blind beliefs and
superstitions prevailing
in the society. Gautam
Ratan More, who turned
54 on November 19, host-
ed a birthday party on
Saturday night at the
Mohane crematorium
where guests were
served biryani besides
cake. Talking to the
media during the event,
he said more than 100
guests, including 40
women and children, at-
tended his birthday cele-
bration. More said he
got inspiration for the
event from renowned so-
cial worker Sindhutai
Sapkal and noted ratio-
nalist late Narendra
Dabholkar, who cam-
paigned against blind
beliefs, black magic and
superstitions.

Transgender-couple barred
from tying the knot at temple

Young exponents learn 
centuries-old Kotah miniature art

Kota (Raj), Nov 24 (PTI): 

A young jewellery de-
signer and a freelance
artist are among the ap-
proximately 40 people who
wish to keep the centuries-
old Kotah miniature art
form alive by inculcating
it in their modern profes-
sions.

Participating in a 10-day
'Kotah Miniature Art
Workshop' organised by
the Kotah royal family-run
Rao Madho Singh
Museum Trust at City

Palace, the participants
said they got to learn and
practice the skills and
techniques at length.

"Miniature art is a de-
tailed art form. I have been
using oil colours to design
jewellery, but I am now ex-
cited to apply miniature
art jewellery designing,"
young jewellery designer
Varun Sisodia told PTI.

Sisodia said he got influ-
enced by the works of fifth
generation artist
Mohammed Lukmaan
(65), who also led the work-
shop. Fascinated by the art
form when she first visited
City Palace, Parul Jain, a
chemical engineer, said

she planned to apply the
miniature form in the ac-
cessories she designs dur-
ing her free time.

"The workshop has
given me a chance to
learn various dimensions

of miniature art forms as
I have already been work-
ing with Kota Doria fab-
rics, abstract and tradi-
tional patterns and other
folk art forms. This minia-
ture skill is going to help

me a lot," said Mandeep
Sahani, a freelance artist.

Jaidev Singh, the Kotah
royal family scion, said
the workshop was aimed
at imparting the art
form's knowledge to the
next generation, given
that the number of minia-
ture painting artists is
dwindling.

"The workshop was
aimed at engaging with
miniature artists in Kota
and also allowing those
interested to learn the in-
tricacies of the Kotah
School of Art. We hope
this is the first of many
such workshops at the
City Palace," he told PTI.

To keep dying
craft alive

BJP rebels backing party could
split its votes in Vaghodia
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