
I-T searches 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The Income
Tax department on
Tuesday conducted
searches at the resi-
dences of Telangana
Labour Minister and TRS
leader Ch Malla Reddy
and his close family mem-
bers. The I-T sleuths were
verifying tax records of
Reddy and the education-
al institutions belonging
to him and his family
members, sources privy
to the development said.

AICTE chairman
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: IIT-Guwahati
Director TG Sitharam has
been appointed new
chairman of the All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), the
Ministry of Education said
on Tuesday. Sitharam will
take charge from
University Grants
Commission Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar who was
holding interim charge of
the top post for the tech-
nical education regulator
after Anil Sahasrabuddhe
superannuated on
September 1, 2021 upon
turning 65.

Abducted 
JJaaiippuurr:: A Congress
leader's 21-year-old
daughter was allegedly
abducted by unidentified
persons here when she
had gone to buy vegeta-
bles, police said on
Tuesday. The incident
took place in Pratap
Nagar area on Monday
evening, they said.

Bail
BBaarreeiillllyy:: A special
MP/MLA court on
Tuesday granted regular
bail to senior Samajwadi
Party leader Azam Khan
who has challenged his
conviction in the 2019
hate speech case in a ses-
sions court. Khan was dis-
qualified from the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly follow-
ing his conviction and
sentencing in the case.

Arrest
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI on
Tuesday arrested an
Income Tax officer in
Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh
for allegedly taking a bribe
of Rs 5 lakh by threatening
a businessman with heavy
penalty and raid on his
company. The CBI had reg-
istered a case on a com-
plaint from a Maharashtra-
based firm whose tax
assessment was being con-
ducted by the Income Tax
office at Mandsaur.

Busted 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Tuesday busted a ter-
ror module of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and arrested
two active terrorists and
their two associates,
including a woman, from
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
police said.
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BRIEF

Caparisoned elephants take part
in the annual 'Vrishchikotsavam'

festival at the Sree
Poornathrayeesa Temple, at

Tripunithura in Kochi, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday handed out job
appointment letters to
more than 71,000 young-
sters, saying similar cam-
paigns have been held in
NDA-ruled states and
union territories in the
past one month.

"This is the double bene-
fit of double-engine gov-
ernments. The campaign
to hand over appointment
letters to the youth shall
continue in a sustained
manner," Modi said ad-
dressing the second
'Rozgar Mela' (employ-
ment fair) organised by
the Central government.

Double-engine govern-
ment has been a campaign
issue for the BJP in sever-
al assembly elections, in-
cluding the recently con-
cluded one in Himachal
and the upcoming polls in
Gujarat.

The prime minister dis-
tributed 71,056 appoint-

ment letters to recruits via
video conferencing.
Physical copies of appoint-
ment letters were handed
over at 45 locations across
the country, except
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh where the Model
Code of Conduct is in
force. Modi said in the past
one month union territo-
ries and NDA-ruled states
have handed out appoint-
ment letters to thousands
of youth.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) has
established three new for-
ward bases in the remote
Naxal violence affected
areas of Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand as part of its
strategy to strike deep into
the Maoist strongholds.

While one each forward
operating base (FOB) has
been established in
Chhattisgarh's Sukma and
Bijapur districts, the third
has been created in the
West Singhbhum district
of Jharkhand.

These FOBs will serve
as a base for the security
forces to launch coordinat-
ed operations in the sur-
rounding areas and will
also help in cutting off the
Maoist supply lines, a

CRPF spokesperson said.
The bases in

Chhattisgarh are located
in Dubbakonta under
Chintagupha police sta-
tion jurisdiction in Sukma
and Nambi that lies within
the Usoor police station
limits in Bijapur.

"Both the locations used
to be strongholds of
Maoists. The establish-
ment of these new camps
in the most interior areas
will give an edge to the se-

curity forces as these will
serve as a launch pad for
offensive operations
against Maoists close to
their hideouts," the
spokesperson said.

The presence of securi-
ty forces in these remote
locations will not only
weaken the supply lines of
the Naxals but also flush
them out from these areas
and provide boost to devel-
opment activities in the
area, he said.

The CRPF is the lead
anti-Naxal operations
force of the country and
has deployed close to a
lakh troops in about ten
Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected states of
the country. Some other
central armed police
forces (CAPFs) like the
ITBP, BSF and SSB have
been deployed for this task
in specific areas along
with the state police
forces.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) Tuesday moved
the Supreme Court against
the bail granted to scholar-
activist Anand Teltumbde in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case.
The Bombay High Court on
November 18 had granted bail
to Teltumbde noting that
prima facie the only case
made out against him relates
to alleged association with a
terror group and support
given to it, for which the max-
imum punishment is 10 years
in jail.
Teltumbde, 73, is the third
accused of the total 16 arrest-
ed in the case to be released
on bail. Poet Varavara Rao is
currently out on bail on health
grounds, and lawyer Sudha
Bharadwaj is out on regular
bail. Alleging that the high

court has conducted a roving
inquiry and a mini trial, the
NIA in its plea before the top
court said the high court
perused the charges in the
charge sheet in isolation and
made observations that would
influence the trial.
"The observations of the high
court that no prima facie case
is made out against the
respondent herein is contrary
to the observations made by
this court in the case of the
very same respondent seeking
pre arrest bail...
"The said order also fails to
take into account the cumula-
tive effect of all the earlier
proceedings moved by the
present respondent in the
instant case where all reliefs
have been denied by each
forum so approached holding
that there is a prima facie
case as against the respon-
dent herein," the plea said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has detected "unac-
counted" income of more
than Rs 100 crore after it re-
cently conducted searches
against some Bihar-based
business groups dealing in
real estate and diamond
jewellery, the CBDT said on
Tuesday.

The raids were launched
on November 17 at about 30
premises located in Patna,
Bhagalpur and Dehri-on-
Sone in Bihar, Lucknow and
Delhi. Unaccounted cash
and jewellery worth more
than Rs 5 crore were seized
and 14 bank lockers sealed
during the operation, said
the Central Board of Direct

Taxes, which frames policy
for the tax department.

In the case of a group
dealing in gold and dia-
mond jewellery, an analysis
of documents and other ma-
terial shows that it invested
its "unaccounted" income in
cash in purchase of jew-
ellery, renovation of shops
and immovable properties,
the CBDT said in a state-
ment without identifying
the business groups.

"This group has been
found to have introduced
unaccounted money of over
Rs 12 crore in its books of
account in the garb of ad-
vance from customers.

"On physical verification
of stock, unaccounted funds
of more than Rs 12 crore

have been found," it said.
In the case of another

group engaged in real estate
business, proof of "unac-
counted" cash transactions
in purchase of land, con-
struction of buildings and
sale of apartments has been
found. "The evidence seized
in the case of a prominent
land broker has further cor-
roborated the above unac-
counted transactions. The
quantum of such unac-
counted cash transactions
is more than Rs 80 crore.

"The unaccounted income
so earned by the key per-
sons of the group has been
invested in acquisition of
many immovable properties
including large parcels of
land," the statement said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Aaftab Amin Poonawala
has not yet confessed to
killing his live-in-partner
Shraddha Walkar in the
court of law, his lawyer
said on Tuesday.

"I spoke to Poonawala
for five-seven minutes
today. When I spoke to him
in the morning, he ap-
peared relaxed and was
very confident. He did not
show any signs of aggres-
siveness," said Defence
Counsel Abinash Kumar,
who is representing
Poonawala.

The lawyer said when
he asked Poonawala if he
is able to follow the legal

proceedings in the case
and if he was satisfied
with the defence, he
replied in the affirmative

"He has never confessed
in the court of law that he
killed Walkar," Kumar told
PTI.

This contrasts police's
assertion that Poonawala
has confessed to killing
Walker and dumping her
body parts at different lo-
cations across Delhi.

Kumar said Poonawala's
family is scared to come
out and they are waiting
for the matter to subside a
bit.

"They are scared after
what has happened and
wish to stay out of media

glare for now. Even I have
not been able to meet them
yet. I am also planning to
file a plea in the court to
get in touch with
Poonawala's family," he
added.

On Tuesday, a Delhi
Court granted the Delhi
Police four more days of
custody of Poonawala.
The five-day custody
granted earlier ended on
Tuesday.

Poonawala is accused of
killing his live-in partner
and cut her body into 35
pieces before disposing it
of.

The court here on
Tuesday extended his po-
lice custody.

Amaravati (AP), Nov 22 (PTI):

Six persons were killed in a
ghastly road accident in Alluri
Sitarama Raju district of
Andhra Pradesh, bordering
Telangana, on Tuesday.
The victims belonged to neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh and
were returning after a pilgrim-
age to the temple of Lord
Rama in Bhadrachalam in
Telangana, police sources said
over phone.
A speeding lorry coming in the
opposite direction rammed
into the SUV they were travel-
ling in, killing six persons
instantly. A couple of passen-
gers in the SUV sustained
injuries and were shifted the
Chintoor hospital for treat-
ment, police said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

With the row over AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain getting
massage in prison refusing to
die down, sources on
Tuesday claimed his masseur
was a fellow prisoner
accused of raping a minor,
while the BJP and the
Congress assailed Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
demanded the sacking of the
jailed minister.
The AAP hit back at the BJP
saying it is trying to malign
the image of Kejriwal ahead
of the MCD polls in Delhi as
it has no real issues to talk
about and cited treatment

received by party leader and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah when he was in jail. The
person shown massaging Jain
in a CCTV footage was iden-
tified as Rinku, the sources
claimed. "He is lodged in
Tihar jail for raping a minor
in JP Kalan in 2021. A case
under various sections
including Pocso Act was reg-
istered against him by police.
Rinku is not a physiothera-
pist," a source claimed.
The claim comes days after
the Aam Aadmi Party, which
has been drawing flak over
the videos, asserted that Jain
was receiving physiotherapy
in the jail, where he is in
judicial custody for the past
five months over money-
laundering charges.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Centre on Tuesday told the
Supreme Court that it has held
consultative meetings with all
state governments, Union ter-
ritories and other stake hold-
ers on the issue of identifica-
tion of minorities at the state
level and 14 states have fur-
nished their views so far.
It said comments of remaining
19 states and Union territories
have not been received and
since the matter is "sensitive
in nature" and will have "far-
reaching ramifications", some
more time should be given to
enable them to finalise their
views. A bench of justices S K
Kaul and A S Oka granted six-
week time to the Centre to
place on record the stand in

the matter. The top court
perused the status report filed
by the Ministry of Minority
Affairs which said some of the
states and Union territories
have requested for additional
time to have wider consulta-
tions with all the stake holders
before they form their consid-
ered opinion on the issue.
The status report said that 14
states and three Union territo-
ries have furnished their com-
ments. The apex court was
hearing the pleas, including
the one filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay,
which sought directions for
framing guidelines for identifi-
cation of minorities at the
state level, contending that
Hindus are in minority in 10
states.

ROZGAR MELA

‘Govt on a mission mode to provide jobs’

PM Modi addresses the programme of distribution of about 71,000 appointment letters to newly
inducted recruits under ‘Rozgar Mela’, via video conferencing from New Delhi, Tuesday.

As part of the government's 'Rozgar Mela' (employment fair),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday distributed over 71,000
appointment letters to new recruits via video conferencing.
Physical copies of appointment letters were handed over at 45
locations across the country, except Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh where the Model Code of Conduct is in force. The Prime
Minister's Office has said the drive is a step towards fulfilling his
commitment to according highest priority to employment genera-
tion, and it is expected to be a catalyst in creating more jobs and
providing meaningful opportunities to the youth for their empow-
erment and participation in national development directly.

PM distributes appointment letters 
to over 71,000 recruits 

A total of 186 candidates,
including 33 women, from
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday
received appointment letters
for various positions in the
Central government as part of
the "Rozgar Mela" (employ-
ment fair) held in Raipur dis-
trict, an official said. Union
Minister of State for Tribal
Affairs Renuka Singh Saruta
and Raipur BJP MP Sunil
Kumar Soni handed over the
appointment orders to the
recruits at the Group Centre of
CRPF in Bhilai village, around
45 km away from the state
capital. As part of the employ-
ment fair, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
distributed more than 71,000
appointment letters to recruits
via video conferencing from
New Delhi. Physical copies of
appointment letters were
handed over at 45 locations
across the country.

186 recruits get
appointment letters

in Chh’garh

CRPF establishes two new bases 
̈ In LWE hit areas 

of Chh’garh One each forward operating
base (FOB) has been estab-
lished in Sukma and Bijapur
districts. The bases in
Chhattisgarh are located in
Dubbakonta under
Chintagupha police station
jurisdiction in Sukma and
Nambi that lies within the
Usoor police station limits in
Bijapur.

Where are the bases...

MILITARY DRILL

Integrated Fire Power Exercise 'Shatrunash' being conducted by South Western
Command of the Indian Army, at Mahajan Fieldfiring Range village (MFFR) in the Thar
desert, in Bikaner district, Rajasthan. 

Six from 
Chh’garh killed
in road accident

RAIDS ON BIHAR-BASED BUSINESS GRPS

I-T dept detects Rs 100 cr black income 

SC gives Centre 6 weeks
for identifying minorities

‘Aaftab has not confessed
to Shraddha’s murder’

Dantewada, Nov 22: 

A Naxalite carrying a re-
ward of Rs 8 lakh on his
head was found dead under
mysterious circumstances
with a firearm next to him in
a forest of Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.

The body of Deva alias
Tirri Madkami was found in
Jiakorta forest near
Bhusaras valley under
Kuakonda police station,
Inspector General of Police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj P
told PTI. Madkami was
wanted in nine Naxalite-re-
lated incidents and carried a
reward of Rs 8 lakh on his
head, he said. A weapon, a
bag and water bottle were re-
covered near the body, the of-
ficial said. Madkami was a
member of Katekalyan Area
Committee of (Maoist),

which has been instrumen-
tal in executing several
major attacks. However, the
organisation has been wit-
nessing infighting and re-
cruitment crises since sever-
al months, the IG said.

The police had received in-
formation in the morning
that a body of an unknown
person was lying in Jiakorta
forest along the border of
Dantewada-Sukma district,
around 400 km away from
capital Raipur, he said.

A joint team of the CRPF's
230th battalion and police
reached the spot, and the de-
ceased as later identified as
Madkami, he said. The exact
cause of death will be known
once the post-mortem report
arrives. Prima facie, the po-
lice suspect that infighting
within the Naxalite group or
anti-people activities of
Madkami may have resulted
in his death, the official said.

Naxalite carrying Rs 8 lakh
reward found dead

̈ In forest 

‘Jain’s masseur rape
accused prisoner’

̈ BJP demands 
apology from Kejriwal

NIA challenges
Teltumbde’s bail in SC

Tirupati (AP), Nov 22 (PTI): 

A pregnant woman was
helped by local people to de-
liver a baby on the road in
daylight as she was allegedly
denied admission in the
nearby government mater-
nity hospital here two days
ago but Tirupati district
Collector KV Ramana Reddy
said an inquiry established
that the allegation was false.

The woman was mentally
unstable and had been aim-
lessly wandering in the hos-
pital area when she fell
down on the road due to se-
vere stomach pain, the
Collector said on Tuesday.

The 21-year old woman,
said to be hailing from
Bilaspur, delivered a healthy
girl child and both were
being taken care of in the
hospital, the Collector said,
citing an inquiry report sub-
mitted by the hospital super-
intendent. "Around 4.10 PM
on Sunday, the woman fell
down on the road near Sri
Venkateswara Medical
College boys' hostel. Local

people saw her and realised
that she was suffering from
labour pain and immediate-
ly helped her deliver the
baby before the hospital staff
reached there," Ramana
Reddy said. The mother and
child were then shifted to the
maternity ward, where the
post-delivery procedures
were completed.

"The baby, weighing 2.2
kg, required neonatal care
and was accordingly admit-
ted to the neonatal care
unit," he added.

The Collector directed the
hospital superintendent to
conduct an inquiry into the
incident after a video clip of
the woman's delivery of her
on road went viral and the
opposition Telugu Desam
Party made an issue of it.

"During inquiry it was es-
tablished that the woman
was mentally unstable. Two
unidentified people brought
her to the hospital and left
her there saying free food
would be available. The
woman, because of her men-
tal condition, did not realise
she was pregnant," the
Collector pointed out.

SHOCKING TRUTH

Woman delivers on road
̈ Govt denies any lapse
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Bhilai, Nov 22: 

With the target of de-
stroying the entire online
betting network within six
months, Durg Police is
conducting raids at differ-
ent cities across the nation
to bust the branches of
Mahadev Book, Ambani
Boom, Reddy Anna and
other online betting apps.
On Monday, Durg Police
conducted a raid at
Bilaspur and busted an on-
line betting branch which
was operating panels of
Ambani Boom and
Mahadev Book. Five ruffi-
ans including a juvenile
were arrested while two
others managed to escape.
Police have identified the
absconding accused and
claimed that they will be
arrested soon. Durg Police
conducted a second raid at
Seoni in Madhya Pradesh
and caught ten ruffians
red-handed while accept-
ing bets on cricket match-
es. While addressing
media persons here at
Police Control Room on
Tuesday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that
joint teams of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and vari-
ous police stations are

working under the super-
vision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, CSP
(Bhilai) Nikhil Rakhecha
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui to bust the
branches of Mahadev
App, Reddy Anna and
Ambani Boom online bet-
ting apps. Suspects in-
volved in these activities
are being constantly moni-
tored and the network of
informers has been acti-
vated. Earlier, action was
taken against one such
branch by a joint team of
Chowki Smriti Nagar,
Police Station Supela and
Anti Crime Cyber Unit.
Evidence was collected in
relation to other persons
involved in Mahadev App
after which separate
teams of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit, Chowki
Smriti Nagar and Police
Station Supela were sent
to other states. In this se-
quel, residents of Durg
Bhilai were arrested from
a rented house in the
Mopka area of Bilaspur.
Chowki Smriti Nagar re-
ceived a tip off regarding
these people. On the in-
structions of senior offi-
cers, a special team led by
Inspector Durgesh

Sharma (SHO, Supela) and
Inspector Santosh Mishra
(I/c ACCU) and Sub-
Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh (I/c, Smriti
Nagar) was sent to
Bilaspur on Monday. The
team raided a house in the
Mopka area of Bilaspur
and caught 05 persons who
were operating a branch of
online cricket betting.
They were accepting bets
through panels - Sky 01
Access, Maruti 09, Jupiter
91 Exchange, Ambani 247
and Ambani 365. Police
recovered 04 nos Laptop,
07 nos Mobile, 06 nos
Passbook, 07 nos Cheque

book, 04 nos ATM and 01
nos Register (Accounts).
Legal action is being taken
against the detained per-
sons by Chowki Smriti
Nagar of Police Station
Supela.

The arrested accused
are identified as Rishabh
Thakur (20) son of
Santosh Thakur a resident
of Model Town of Chowki
Smriti Nagar area;
Himanshu Kaushal (19)
son of Gajanand Kaushal
a resident of Tataline
Camp 02; Mohammad
Nisar (18) son of
Mohammad Ibrahim a res-
ident Subhash Chowk

Khurshipar; Manzil
Meghi (26) son of Apoorva
Meghi a resident of
Bongaigaon, Assam and a
juvenile.

Sub-Inspector Likhan
Verma, Constables
Tushar, Jai Narayan
Yadav, Sanjeev Ojha,
Ahfaz Khan from Chwoki
Smriti Nagar and ASI
Samit Mishra, Head
C o n s t a b l e
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constables Rinku Soni,
Pankaj Kumar, Ashwani
Kumar and Javed Khan
from Anticrime and Cyber
Unit played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Surgical strike continues
against online cricket betting

Two branches busted in Bilaspur and Seoni

A nother team of
Durg Police traced

the whereabouts of some
ruffians who were operat-
ing a branch of Mahadev
Book from Seoni in
Madhya Pradesh. The
team conducted a raid at
a house in Seoni and
rounded up ten persons
red-handed while accept-
ing bets on cricket match-
es. The arrested accused
are identified as Niraj
Gupta (32) son of Om
Prakesh Gupta of Fauji
Nagar, Housing Board,
Jamul; Gajendra Nishad
(30) son of Duryodhan
Nishad a resident of
Nankatti, Nandini PS
area; Aniket Kurre (21)
son of Ajay Kurre a resi-
dent of Korba; Neelmani
(26) son of Chintaram
Devdas a resident of
Khairagarh; Nehal Singh

Rajput (23) son of Rajesh
Rajput a resident of
Seoni Madhya Pradesh;
Altaf Raja (19) son of
Late Abdul Qayyum a
resident of Kosabadi,
Korba; Himanshu Singh
(21) son of Anil Kumar a
resident of Niharika,
Korba; Sushank Chandra
(21) son of Ramcharan
Chandra a resident of

Korba; Yogesh Yadav (24)
son of Bodhnath Yadav a
resident of Korba and
Vivek Singh (20) son of
Tankeshwar Singh a resi-
dent of Korba. 16 nos mo-
bile phones; 13 ATM
cards and three Laptops
were recovered from
them. They are being
brought to Durg for fur-
ther legal action.

Ten arrested from Seoni

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2222::  Ranitarai Police
Station conducted a special
combing operation within its
limits on the intervening night
of Tuesday and managed to
trap 14 absconding accused.
With this, Ranitarai Police exe-
cuted 14 pending warrants in a
single day. Officers / personnel
of Ranitarai police station were
involved in this campaign.
Some of the arrested accused
were wanted in years-old war-
rants.  It needs to be men-
tioned here that IGP (Durg
Range) had recently instructed
all the gazetted officers of
District Police to make special
efforts for execution of pend-

ing warrants. Acting on the
instructions, SDOP (Patan)
conducted the special opera-
tion in his sub division under
the guidance of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu. Teams of Ranitarai Police
Station conducted the drive
and searched for the abscond-
ing accused. 

The arrested accused are
identified as Ravindra Kumar
Banchore a resident of Darbar
Mokhali, Chain Singh son of
Amru Ram a resident Gatapar,
Sohanlal Nishad a resident
Rivagahan, Rupesh Tandon a
resident Asoga, Shankar
Tondon, Jayprakash and

Rajendra Sahu of Asoga,
Sourav Banchore a resident of
Mohbhatha, Chandan
Markande a resident of
Ghorari, Jitendra Verma a resi-
dent of Borid, Hiralal
Dewangan of village Asoga;
Lupesh Tondon, Tamradhwaj
Sonwani and Bhavesh
Dewangan of Asoga. 

Sub Inspector Ainu Kumar
Dewangan (I/c, Ranitarai),
Sub-Inspector Narsingh Sahu,
ASI Nakul Thakur, Constable
Tukaram, Akhilesh Sharma,
Taled Chandrakar, Dhananjay
Sinha and Dhankar played a
vital role in arresting the
accused. 

Special combing operation
executes 14 pending warrants 

Bhilai, Nov 22: The
Alumni Association of St
Thomas College, organ-
ised “ALUMNI MEET
2022” at college campus on
November 20, 2022. The
welcome speech was deliv-
ered by Dr Chanda Verma
(Convener of alumni com-
munity), Dr MG Roymon,
Principal of the college
gave presidential address.
A heart warming speech
was delivered by
Himanshu Khandelwal,
President of Alumni com-
mittee. Melodious song

sung by Gautami and
Anushka and the experi-
ences shared by alumni
made atmosphere quite
nostalgic. Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
Co-convener of alumni
community compared the

programme very nicely. Dr
Shabnam Khan was
Convener and Dr Rinchy
Abraham was co-convener
of alumni meet. Vote of
thanks was given by
Puneeta.

Alumni Meet 2022 organised at St Thomas College campus

Bhilai, Nov 22: Team
Navodaya of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s SMS-3 partici-
pated and won the ‘Gold’
Award in the International
Convention on Quality
Control Circle (ICQCC) or-
ganised in Jakarta from
November15-18, 2022 by the
Indonesia Quality
Management Association
(IQMA). Teams from vari-
ous companies from a total
of 14 countries (China,
India, Japan, Bangladesh,
Korea, Thailand,

Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia etc. participated
in it. It is a matter of pride
that ‘Navodaya’ team of
SMS-3 is one of the first
three Lean QC teams from
BSP to secure a ‘Gold’
award in an International
convention. ‘Navodaya’ QC
team won the ‘Gold award’
at the Plant level ‘Gunvatta
2021’ competition and then
went on to win the ‘Par-
Excellence award’ at
National-level Coimbatore
convention, qualifying for

the International
Convention at Jakarta. The
team has successfully en-
sured availability of
Teeming Ladle transfer car
3 in SMS 3. Its average
availability is 95 % now.
Sunil Deshmukh (BE
Department) was the Co-or-
dinator, Rajat Kumar
Sarkar (SMS 3
Department) was the
Facilitator, Vandana Soni
(SMS 3 Department) was
the Leader and Reena (SMS
3 Dept) was Dy Leader of
this team. In this competi-
tion, Quality Circle teams
were evaluated by
International judges on the
basis of reports submitted
by them (85%), Case pres-
entation and Case and Quiz
based on Quality Circle
Tools and Techniques
(15%) by the teams. After
the team’s arrival in Bhilai,
they were congratulated by
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
SK Kar, CGM (SMS 3) and
Senior officials of SMS 3.

‘Navodaya’ team bags 
‘Gold’ award in ICQCC, Jakarta

Bhilai, Nov 22: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously working towards
keeping Bhilai city clean
and beautiful and in this
series, unlawful posters
and pamphlets, hoard-
ings like publicity mate-
rials are being removed
every day. On Tuesday, il-
legal posters and publici-
ty materials were re-
moved in areas under
Khursipar Zone. Even
after repeated reminders,
posters and hoardings

are not being removed,
on which fine is also
being imposed.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas has given instruc-
tions to the officers for re-
moval of the propaganda
material and random
posters from government
property. In compliance,
the staff of the
Corporation is taking ac-
tion to remove the public-
ity material from road
side and electric poles.

Those pasted on the di-
viders are also being re-
moved as they are posing
hindrance to the traffic
on road.

Action was taken in all
the zones with the help of
tractor and earthmover.
Similar action will be
taken in every ward area
of ??the city. Notices are
also being issued to those
who put up promotional
material in government
properties without per-
mission.

BMC removes unlawful posters, 
publicity material from public places 

Bhilai, Nov 22: In order
to keep the traffic system
smooth on the main roads
of the city, Durg
Municipal Corporation ad-
ministration took action
to remove the encroach-
ments on the roadside.
During this drive, 5 carts
illegally installed at
Chandi Square were re-
moved, as well as 10 junk
vehicles such as bikes and
scooters found lying on the
roadside right from
Chandi Square to
Kankalin Temple were re-
moved. Acting on the ap-
plication received in

“Collector Janchoupal” ac-
tion was also initiated to
remove the shed of Vikas
Cycle & Welding Stores.
The owner Narad agreed
to the corporation officials
to remove the same by
evening. The team warned
that in case it is not re-
moved by evening action
will be taken by Municipal
Corporation. Building offi-
cer Prakashchand
Thawani, encroachment
officer Shiv Sharma, rev-
enue inspector Durgesh
Gupta and horticulture in-
charge Anil Singh were
present during the drive.

DMC acts on roadside encroachment,
carts & junk vehicles removed

Bhilai, Nov 22: 

A new record was cre-
ated at new slab caster #
6 of SMS-II when 33 heats
were cast through a sin-
gle tundish which is only
guaranteed to provide a
life of 17 heats.
Applauding this achieve-
ment, Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Bhilai Steel
Plant and Tapas
Dasgupta congratulated
the SMS-II collective for
achieving this commend-
able feat.

On this occasion, SK
Ghosal, CGM (SMS-II)

cut a cake in CP1 of cast-
er # 6 amongst the cheers
and applauds of SMS-II
team. Emphasizing the
importance of continu-
ous improvement, he
said that Continuous
Casting Shop of SMS-II is
now fully geared up to
scale new heights by fo-
cusing on Safety,
C o n t i n u o u s
I m p r o v e m e n t ,
Operational discipline
and Time Based
Maintenance. Also pres-
ent on this occasion were
Sudhir Kumar, GM (SMS-
II), Yogesh Shastri,

GM(SMS-II) Mech, N
Shrikanth, S Debsikdar,
T Govind, N Ramesh,
Sovan Mishra, Saurabh
Jain, IB Mishra, Rajiv
Shrivasatav, K Rajkumar.

The Caster # 6 team led
by Alok Mathur, GM (O),
CCS shared that they
were able to enhance the
number of heats through
Tundish by maintaining
a very strict operational
regime and measuring
Tundish Shell tempera-
ture on continuous basis.
Marching ahead, it may
be noted that while the
team was celebrating
casting 33 heats through
a single Tundish in pre-
vious sequence, a new
record of 34 heats was
being created right out-
side the control room as
the ladle carrying 34th
heat was swung in cast-
ing position. SK Ghosal
congratulated all for this
excellent performance
and enthused them to
keep this spirit of contin-
uous improvement alive
and vibrant.

SMS-II creates another record

Bhilai, Nov 22: A grand two day
exhibition on the theme Hamar
Chhattisgarh” will be organised
in the Hemchand Yadav
University Campus on November
24 and 25. The 25 government
and non government colleges
affiliated to the University will be
presenting information about
various components related to
Chhattisgarh. Giving this infor-
mation, the Vice-Chancellor,
Student Welfare, Dr Prashant
Srivastava said that the direct
benefit of this exhibition will be
to those students of the universi-
ty who are about to appear in
various competitive examina-
tions. In this exhibition consoli-
dated information on
Chhattisgarh’s water bodies,
sports, cuisine, costumes, food,

mineral wealth, religious places,
fasts, festivals, folk dances,
school and higher education, for-
est resources, etc. will be avail-
able at a single place. The regis-
trar Bhupendra Kuldeep, said
that the main objective of this
exhibition being organised under
the guidance of the Vice-
Chancellor of the University, Dr
Aruna Palta, is to make the gen-
eral public and students aware of
Chhattisgarh’s cultural heritage
and self-respect. Completely free
of cost, this exhibition will be
open for all the people on
November 24-25 from 12:00 hrs
to 16:00 hrs. 15 private and 10
government colleges will partici-
pate in this exhibition. These col-
leges are from Durg, Bemetara,
Balod, Kabirdham, Rajnandgaon. 

Exhibition ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’
at Hemchand Yadav 

University from Nov 24

Penamma Samuel 

Bhilai: Retired JLNH Staff Nurse Penamma

Samuel (former member of MGO Church,

Bhilai) left for heavenly abode on Tuesday. Last

rites of the mortal remains will be performed at

Ernakulam (Kerala) on Nov 23. She was the wife

of M Samuel and mother of Lisi and Jessy and

mother-in-law of Santosh and Oman Joseph.

Obituary

Bhilai, Nov 22: Police
have arrested the kingpin
of illegal scrap trade in
Durg. Few days ago, his
two accomplices were ar-
rested with scrap worth Rs
3 lakhs. On the basis of the
statements given by the ar-
rested accused, police
managed to trap the king-
pin of the illegal scrap
trade. CSP Vaibhav
Banker (IPS) informed
that on November 10, Durg
Police had arrested
Jitendra Sarthi and Sushil
Sarthi of Harnabandha
Durg on charges of pos-
sessing illegal scrap. A
mini truck loaded with
iron rods, old ladders, rail-
way springs and other
scrap worth Rs 3 lakhs was
recovered from them near
Reliance Petrol Pump in
Ganjpara. The arrested ac-
cused disclosed that the
scrap belongs to Nadeem
Kabadi of Takiyapara.
Police team searched for

his whereabouts but he
had escaped. Acting on a
tip off, the accused was ar-
rested on Tuesday. The ac-
cused Nadeem Azmi (38)
son of Mohammad Siraj
Azmi a resident of Ward 8,
Takiyapara, Durg was
booked under the provi-

sions mentioned in sec-
tions 41 (1+4) of CrPC and
Section 379 of IPC.
Inspector SN Singh, Head
Constable Nemu Prasad
Sahu, Constables Anup
Sahu and Mithilesh Sahu
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Kingpin of illegal 
scrap trade arrested 



WEDDING ATTIRE

Girls dressed in different wedding attires in the competition as part of annual celebrations held at Maharaja
Agrasen International College, here on Tuesday.

Ch’garh soon to have drone and UAV manufacturing unit

New Delhi/Raipur, Nov
22: The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment today signed two
MoUs (Memorandum of
Understandings) at the
Chhattisgarh Business
Summit 2022 at India
International Trade Fair-
2022 in Pragati Maidan
here. The MoUs were
signed for setting up
ethanol production plant
and drone and UAV man-
ufacturing unit.

Business delegates and
entrepreneurs from
across the country partic-
ipated in the summit or-
ganized for Business, en-
trepreneurs and ex-
porters from electronics,
minor forest produce and
handicrafts and hand-
loom.

A MoU was signed be-
tween the state govern-

ment and Rajesh Gautam
of NKJ Biofuel, Durg for
setting up ethanol pro-
duction plant in coopera-
tive sector with an invest-
ment of Rs 140 crores,
while another MoU was
inked with Manish Bajpai
of Daybest Research
Private Ltd for setting up
4500 drone and UAV man-
ufacturing units at the in-
vestment of Rs five crore.

In the Business
Summit, Chhattisgarh
Labor Minister Shiv
Daharia encouraged en-
trepreneurs to invest in
the state while giving in-
formation about industri-
al possibilities in
Chhattisgarh. He said
that Chhattisgarh is a
progressive state full of
possibilities. He main-
tained that under the new

industrial policy of the
state government, many
types of concessions and
facilities are being given
to the entrepreneurs. He
urged the entrepreneurs
and investors to visit
Chhattisgarh and take ad-
vantage of the facilities
by contributing in the
progress and develop-
ment of the state.

Addressing the sum-
mit, Chhattisgarh
Commerce and Industries
Special Secretary Him
Shikhar Gupta informed
in detail the investment
and business possibilities
in the state. He informed
the delegates that the
state government has pro-
visioned special packages

and concessions to priori-
tize agriculture and forest
based industries as well
as to create a better envi-
ronment for investment.
Besides, the rules for es-
tablishment and opera-
tion of industries have
also been simplified.

He added that
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has come up with
various exemptions, in-
centives and benefits to
the manufacturers inter-
ested in setting up a unit
in the state. He elaborated
that the state government
provides special startup
packages, incubators for
agriculture and service
sector and single window
system clearance.

Gupta said that
Chhattisgarh has all the
resources required for
setting up manufacturing
units. There is ample
power in Chhattisgarh,
availability of skilled
workers, land bank, low
power tariff, and SEZ poli-
cy is also available in the
new industrial policy
2019-24 that focuses on
both core and non-core
sectors.

During the summit,
various presentations
were given on exploring
business opportunities in
Chhattisgarh in Minor
forest produce, handi-
crafts and handloom and
tourism. Managing
Director Minor Forest
Produce S S Bajaj and
Director Rural Industries
P Arun Prasad explained
how the state offers a con-
ducive business environ-
ment for investors and in-
vited them to explore
business opportunities by
investing in the state.
Ismail Ersahin of World
Association of
Investment Promotion
Agencies also gave a pres-
entation at the summit.

AIIMS-R conducts orientation 
program for new MBBS students

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
welcomes all new entrants in
the 11th Batch of the MBBS pro-
gram with ‘Orientation-2022’.
Senior faculty members moti-
vated new students to continue
excelling in their lives and to
mark their presence with a pro-
fessional approach.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar,
Director, said that during the
last ten years, AIIMS Raipur has
marked its presence at the
national level by ranking in the
top 50 medical institutions of
the country. ‘It is a proud
moment for all of us, including
students, as we enter the new
era of our life. It is rigorous
efforts by students supported
by their parents and family
members to get admission to
the Institute of national impor-
tance. During their five years of
study, students can learn soft
skills through recreational activ-
ities in the AIIMS. We hope that

it will cherish their memory for-
ever. The Institute has the best
faculty members, research, and
state-of-the-art training facili-
ties. All students have a great
responsibility as they will be
flag bearers. Ensure that profes-
sional education will serve the
country in coming years, he
said.

Dean (Academics) Prof. (Dr.)
Alok Chandra Agrawal said that
AIIMS-R has included communi-
cation skills, local language
learning, professional ethics,
and a simulation lab to ease

their learning. ‘A mentor has
been assigned to every student.
They will guide them in the
Institute, he added. Dean
(Examinations) Prof. Eli
Mohapatra hoped that students
would get inspiration from the
Institute’s senior faculty mem-
bers and be able to mark their
presence. The program was
conducted by the coordinator
Prof. Ramanjan Sinha. Dr. K.
Vijaya Kumar, HoD, Anatomy
Department, also emphasized
the importance of Anatomy dur-
ing the program.

Five PIOs fined Rs 25000 each

Raipur, Nov 22: Right to
Information Act 2005 is in
force with the aim of ensur-
ing transparency and ac-
countability in the function-
ing of government and ad-
ministration in a democrat-
ic system. This act is prov-
ing to be a millstone to
make the citizens aware
about the activities of the
government.

Chhattisgarh State
Information Commissioner
AK Agrawal has recom-
mended disciplinary action
against a Public
Information Officer (PIO)
besides imposing a fine of
Rs 25000 on five PIOs each.
In one such case Gorelal
Sahu of Raipura applied to
PIO and Assistant
Conservator of Forests
(CAMPA), Chief Executive
Officer CAMPA
Mahasamund on 27 March

2021 under the Right to
Information Act 2005. A de-
mand was made for certi-
fied CAMPA Form 14 avail-
able in the office from
September 2020 to February
2021. On non-receipt of in-
formation, a complaint was
submitted to the
Commission on 3 June 2021.

After looking into this
complaint the State
Information Commissioner
AK Agrawal found that
PIO’s reply into the matter
was not satisfactory. He
fined the erstwhile PiO,
Assistant Forest
Conservator (CAMPA),
Chief Executive Officer
CAMPA Mahasamund DKS
Mourya Rs 25000 each
under Section 20 (1) of Right
to Infomration Act and in-
structed Principal Chief
Forest Conservator Aranya
Bhavan Naya Raipur to in-
form the commission after
recovering the amount of
fine from the concerned of-
ficers.

Two cubs of leopard
found in Indravati

Tiger Reserve
Both cubs kept in Jungle

Safari (Zoo) Raipur

Raipur, Nov 22: Two
leopard cubs found re-
cently in Cherpalli village
under Madaded buffer vil-
lage area of ??Indravati
Tiger Reserve, Bijapur
have been kept in Jungle
Safari (Zoo) Raipur. Both
the leopard cubs were
tested by the vet and both
the cubs were found
healthy in the test.

On the evening of 12th
November, two leopard
cubs were rescued by the
local villagers from the
dogs. The villagers
brought them to
Cherpalli village under
the Indravati Tiger
Reserve and gave infor-
mation to the forest staff
of the local Tiger
Reserve. As soon as the
information was re-
ceived, Deputy Director
Ganveer Dhammasheel
along with his forest staff
reached village Cherpalli
and inquired about the
cubs in detail from the
local villagers.

PRSU into semis of East
Regional Tennis championship

Raipur, Nov 22: Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University (PRSU) team
on Tuesday qualified for
the All India
Championship and Khelo
India event after register-
ing victory in the quarter
final matches of East
Regional Inter University
Tennis tournament in

both boys and girls cate-
gory held at Jadhavpur
University Kolkata.

Providing the above in-
formation, the Sports
Officer Rupendra Singh
Chouhan said that PRSU
team defeated Guwahati
with the score of 2-0 in
boys quarter final match-
es. Vasu Gupta and Ajay

Tandi registered victo-
ries for PRSU team in the
quarters to enter into the
semis of Regional Tennis
championship.

Similarly, Pakhi Bhatt
and Urvashi Banjare won
their matches for 
PRSU to defeat the 
SOA University in girls
category.

Focus will be onto reduce
crime percentage: IG Yadav
Raipur, Nov 22: IG Ajay
Yadav has taken charge as
IG (Intelligence) and IG
Raipur at C-4 building of
Old Police headquarters
here on Tuesday. On this oc-
casion SSP and other police
officers of the district were
present and accorded him
warm welcome. IG Ajay
Yadav asked the police per-
sonnel present to better the
policing system and ex-
pressed his commitment to
spruce up the system and
by establishing good coor-
dination of police adminis-
tration with common men.

IG Ajay Yadav said that
he will work with convic-
tion and by holding coordi-
nation with the Raipur
team police. Speaking on
the occasion he said that
this is his second Range
and here entire team is

working to its full and their
coordination too is good.
Many a big cases have been
solved, he said and added
that his focus would be on
to reduce the crime per-
centage and increase the
percentage of due punish-
ment to those found guilty
in any crime.

IG Yadav said that crime
in capital city is always a
challenge and since all are
well aware of their respon-
sibilities, all he wants is
that they all should try to
fulfill to their level-best.

BJP to enter into electoral mode in aggressive mode

Raipur, Nov 22:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would contest the
2023 Legislative Assembly
polls in aggressive mode
instead of being defensive.

Newly-appointed in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Om Prakash
Mathur made the above
statement while address-
ing the senior leaders of
the party including the
Members of Parliament
(MPs) and Members of
Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) at a meeting held
at party headquarters
here.

Addressing the leaders,
he said that the people
have expectations from

BJP as it works for every
section of society and
added that that the party
leaders should highlight
the works of Narendra
Modi government whenev-
er they visit their respec-
tive region. Party leaders
were also asked to expose
the Congress government
as well as to take a dig on
MLAs of ruling party on
the basis of their perform-

ances during the last four
years. He said that BJP
workers should enter the
electoral fray in aggres-
sive mode as it enjoys sup-
port from every section of
society.

BJP General Secretary
( O r g a n i z a t i o n )
Shivprakash stressed on
the need to increase the
role of party workers in
the field of social service

as well as in the creative
field apart from politics
and added that all the
frontal organizations
should have a work plan
with them for next one
year. He asked them to dis-
cuss the public welfare
programmes of Modi gov-
ernment with public dur-
ing the interaction and
added that they should en-
sure defeat of the
Congress MLAs which
would pave way for the for-
mation of BJP govern-
ment in next polls.

Regional Organizational
Secretary Ajay Jamwal
said that the party office-
bearers should increase
their visits to Mandal level
to channelize the energy of
party workers.

In his welcome address,
the State BJP President
Arun Sao said that the
party office-bearers

should have regular meet-
ing with people during the
Man Ki Baat of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

BJP General Secretary
Vijay Sharma presented
the strategy of the party
on the proposed agitation
next month to ensure ben-
efits of PM Housing
Scheme reaches public as
the present incumbent has
failed to provide its finan-
cial share for the said
scheme.

During his maiden visit,
the central leader in-
charge Om Prakash
Mathur held separate
meetings with MPs,
MLAs, Core Group as well
as State BJP office-bearers
during which the former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh, Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel and others were
present.

CSPC receives the prestigious
‘Skoch Order of Merit’ award 

Raipur, Nov 22: The
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
(CSPC) received the presti-
gious SKOCH ORDER OF
MERIT award in the field
of governance for the ef-
fective implementation of
sustainable developmental
goals in  Chhattisgarh .
The award was presented
to Anup Kumar
Srivastava, Member
Secretary, State Planning
Commission in a virtual
ceremony today.

The award has been

given to the State Planning
Commission for its re-
markable work in the field
of Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs). On this occasion,
Dr. K.K. Subramaniam,
Member State Planning
Commission and Dr. Neetu
Gourdia, Joint Director,
State Planning

Commission were also
present.

It is worth mentioning
that the importance of
this award and honor is
even more because the en-
tire work was done very ef-
ficiently by the
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
even amid the adverse cir-
cumstances of the Corona
period. During this period,
when all the government
works were working with
their minimum resources,
the state planning commi-
sion prepared State
Indicator Framework,
SDG baseline and
progress report and ,dis-

trict indicators to monitor
the efficient implementa-
tion of sustainable devel-
opmental goals. it is note-
worthy that District
Indicators Framework has
also been appreciated by
NITI Aayog, New Delhi
and UNICEF.

The SKOCH Awards are
the country’s premier
recognition conferred by
an independent organiza-
tion to recognize individu-
als, projects and institu-
tions that go the extra mile
to make India a better na-
tion. Best practices in the
areas of digital, financial,
governance and social in-
clusion are incorporated .
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Investment of Rs 140 cr
for setting up ethanol
production unit in
Ch’garh

Two MoUs signed at
Chhattisgarh Business
Summit at IITF-2022

Disciplinary action rec-
ommended on one PIO

Party in-charge Mathur
holds meeting to chalk
strategy

For the implementation
of SDG

Roads in cities will be
improved to facilitate
smooth traffic flow

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  A directive
from the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, has been
issued to ensure smooth traf-
fic flow in all urban areas of
the state and to improve the
roads. All roads in the state
that require repairs, such as
potholes and patch repairs
will be completed as soon as
possible. Necessary funds
have also been allocated for
this purpose. Collectors and
officers of municipal govern-
ments have been directed to
maintain the roads in their
authority. Urban
Administration and
Development has provided
funds to all state bodies. To
promptly improve the roads
in their area, the state has
provided Rs 70 crore to 14
municipal corporations, Rs 44
crore to 44 municipal coun-
cils, and Rs 33 crore 60 lakh to
112 Nagar panchayat.

Raipur, Nov 22: Senior
BJP leader and chair-
man of the National
Commission for
Scheduled Tribes Nand
Kumar Sai has started
agitation on the issue of
tribal reservation. He

sat on dharna on the
roadside by putting up a
tent in Devendra Nagar
area of Raipur.

Sai made it clear that
he would not withdraw
from dharna till the
issue related to the
reservation of the trib-
als of the state is not re-
solved. He said that his
protest would continue
till tribals get 32 percent
reservation. In fact, the
High Court recently re-
duced it from 32 to 20
percent after finding ir-
regularities in the rules
for giving reservation.
The legal battle is also
going on to restore the
provision of 32 percent
reservation.

Today the tribal socie-
ty is worried and upset,
Sai said, adding that
similar agitation has
been launched in
Surguja, Bastar,
Rajnandgaon and
Jashpur. The tribal soci-
ety is feeling disappoint-
ed at scrapping of 32%
reservation, he said.

Vasant Agrawal
Raipur: Vasant
Agrawal, R/o Jal
Vihar Colony,
breathed his last in
Delhi on
Tuesday. He
was 56. The
final rites
will be per-
formed at Marwari
crematorium on Nov
23 at 10:00 am in
Raipur. He was elder
brother of Vivek
Agrawal and father
of Aradhya Agrawal
and was director of
ML Paddy
Processing.

OBITUIARY

Nand Kumar Sai sits
on a dharna 

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director Addressing newly
joined MBBS students during Orientation Program.

Delegation of Satnami Samaj Bilha meets CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  A delegation of
Satnami Samaj Bilha had a cour-
tesy meeting with the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday. They expressed their
gratitude to the Chief Minister
for the development schemes
run by the State Government
that are resulting in progress.
They also invited the Chief
Minister to the celebration event
of Guru Ghasidas Jayanti on Dec

18 as the Chief Guest. The Chief
Minister thanked them for the
invitation.

The Chief Minister Baghel
was presented with an insignia
by the delegation during the
occasion. The President of
Bilaspur Zila Mandi Rajendra
Shukla, President of Satnami
Samaj Bilha Ashok Patle, President
of Yadunandan Nagar Satnami
Samaj Dinesh Lehare, and other
members of Satnami Samaj
including Vinod Diwakar, Bhairon
Prasad Chaturvedi, Rakesh Patle,
and Bhanu Diwakar were also
present on the occasion.

Adarsh International School
organizes Science Exhb

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Science
Exhibition and Anand
Mela was organized at
Adarsh International
School, by the name “FES-
TIVISTA”, a fest full of
knowledge, fun and enjoy-
ment with attractions like
art, craft, science & state
exhibitions & food stalls .
President of Raipur
Kerala Samajam, VG
Shashi Kumar, inaugurat-
ed the exhibition by cut-
ting the ribbon and light-
ing the lamp at 9:00 am.
Students from class 1st to
12th conducted the exhibi-
tion on the basis of art and
culture of Chhattisgarh
including different depart-

ments of science. Mainly
the horror zone created in
the school premises re-
ceived a lot of apprecia-
tion from the visitors.

The chief guest, along
with Principal Mrs.
Jasveer Sarkar, inspected
each model and exhibition
and encouraged the efforts
of the students and teach-
ers. After that, everyone
along with the parents en-
joyed the Anand Mela, in
which traditional dishes of
Chhattisgarh were pre-
pared by the teachers and
students. Some other dish-
es were arranged along
with it.

The main objective of
the program was to in-
form the students and visi-
tors about the culture, tra-
dition and traditional cui-
sine of Chhattisgarh.

Artist Vinod wrote and sang a
song for RMC Mayor Dhebar

Raipur, Nov 22:
Chhollywood artist Vinod
Panda not only wrote the
song himself but also lent
his voice to the works
done by Raipur
Municipal Corporation

Mayor Aiyaz Dhebar. The
song has been composed
by Pandit Vivek Sharma,
a famous singer from
Chhattisgarh. On
Monday, Mayor Aiyaz
Dhebar listened to the
song of Chollywood artist
at his residence and
praised it out. Mr. Panda
said that if you do any
work with a true heart,
then the entire universe
supports you. I wrote a
beautiful song for Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar with my
art, composed the tune
and sang in the music
composition of singer
Pandit Vivek Sharma.
The family members of
Mr Panda were present
on this occasion.

Youth should channelize their thoughts and
imagination more effectively: Prof. Chakrawal

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 22: Under
the National Intellectual
Property Rights
Awareness Program, a
one-day workshop on the
topic of Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR)
and Patent Designs filing
was organized in collabo-
ration with Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh, Central
Placement Cell, IPR Cell,
RGNIIPM Nagpur and
the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, on
November 22, 2022 at
Rajat Jayati Auditorium
of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University).

On this occasion, Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
Himanshu Chandrakar,
examiner, Patents and
Design RGNIIPM
Nagpur, Registrar, Mr.
Suraj Kumar Mehar and
Nodal Officer of Central

Placement Cell, Prof.
Ratnesh Singh were pres-
ent.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that
youth should be aware
about intellectual proper-
ty rights and patent de-
signs and filings. IPR and
Patent are directly relat-
ed to idea and concept.
Through this national
awareness, youth will be
aware of various infor-
mation required for
patent.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal

while addressing the
young students said that
it is not possible for any
one person to have all the
details and information
of any business, so coor-
dination and communi-
cation between the or-
ganizations should flow
continuously so that the
business can be taken
forward.

He said that the youth
should have faith in
themselves. With
courage and hard work
they can establish them-
selves in the field of en-
trepreneurship. Youth

can become partners in
the creation of New India
by incessantly increasing
their qualifications.

While giving informa-
tion about Intellectual
Property Rights,
Himanshu Chandrakar,
Examiner, Patents and
Design, RGNIIPM,
Nagpur, opined that rev-
enue could be earned by
using various tech-
niques. Information was
also provided on how the
idea or concept could be
converted under IPR. He
shared information
about copyright, patent,
trademark and trade se-
cret under IPR by pre-
senting examples of
logos and manufacturing
units of various compa-
nies and organizations.

Program was success-
fully conducted by Dr.
Shalini Menon, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education. In
the end of the program,
vote of thanks was given
by Dr. Alok Kumar
Kushwaha, Nodal Officer
of the Incubation Center.
On this Occasion all the
Deans, Heads of depart-
ments, officers, teaching
staff and a large number
of students were present.

Inauguration of Robotics/ Artificial Intelligence lab held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Gyan
Ganga Educational
Academy, an institute of
high repute, since 1992
dedicated in the cause of
education & community
services aims to hone the
21st century skills among
students. Taking into
consideration the need of
the modern era

and encourage stu-
dents to enhance their
scientific skills, the
school has collaborated
with All India Council
for Robotics &
Automation. The main

aim is to encourage inno-
vation & entrepreneurial
skills among children.
An inauguration ceremo-
ny of the Robotics Lab
was accomplished on

05.11.2022 in the presence
of the Managing
Director, the Director &
the Principal of the
Academy as well as Mr
Navin Chhabra (the

Director – AICRA), teach-
ers & the students of the
Academy. The NxR & Al
lab provided by AICRA is
a noble mission of
knowledge enhancement
& an endeavor to incul-
cate and develop scientif-
ic temperament in young
learners of today.

NxR Lab is a work-
space where young
minds can give shape to
their ideas through do-it-
yourself mode, and learn
innovation skills.

Students will get a
chance to work with the
latest tools and equip-
ment to understand the
concepts of Science,
T e c h n o l o g y ,
Engineering, and
Mathematics. About
NxR Lab by AICRA: The
NxR & Ai lab is fully

equipped with compo-
nents that are used for
robot building and differ-
ent projects of AI & IOT,
The students will be
trained regularly by the
faculty from the coordi-
nation center on the
guidelines of the latest
Robotics as per the roos-
ter set up by the school
for preparing students to
test their skills by be-
coming a member of
Technoxian and partici-
pating and prove their
mettle and positioning in
the competitive field of
NxR. AICRA has con-
firmed that the Lab will
be guided by their sub-
ject expert Navin Chabra
(Director, AICRA) and
Parichaay Chakrvarty
has been named the local
coordinator of the lab.

Tulsi bracelet around the neck, identity of
Vaishnav people: Mahant Ramsundar Das

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Tulsi
bracelet around the neck
is the identity of Vaishnav
people. The example of
charity of Vaishnav
Brahmin society is worth
knowing for entire
Chhattisgarh. Before inde-
pendence, Mahant
Digvijay Das, the Vaishnav
king of Rajnandgaon
princely state, not only
planned an underground
drain for Rajnandgaon
princely state, but also
arranged for the people of
Raipur to get pure drink-
ing water. The chief guest,
Mahant of Dudhadhari
Math and Chairman of
Gau Seva Commission, Dr.
Ram Sundar Das, said
while addressing the
Diwali meet program of
Akhil Bharatiya Vaishnav
Brahmin Seva Sangh or-
ganized on Sunday at
Nimbarka premises.
Mahant said that not only
this, worried about the ex-
pansion of education, not
only donated hundreds of
acres of land and money
but also the Sanskrit
school was established by
my Guru Vaishnav Das

Vaishnav, Mahant of
Dudhadhari Math. The es-
tablishment of Mahant
Ghasidas Vaishnav
Museum and Rajkumar
College is a unique exam-
ple of charity of Vaishnav
society. On this occasion,
Mahant Ramsunder Das,
President of Gau Seva
Aayog, felicitated the
achievers of Vaishnav
Brahmin Sangh by giving
mementos, which includes
Dr. Tayonidhi Vaishnav,
Dr. T.K. Vaishnav and
Priyanka Vaishnav.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Dr. Saurabh Nirvani
announced that he would
provide Nimbarka premis-
es free of cost for family
functions of Vaishnava
community. National Vice
President of Seva Sangh,
member of Raj Parivar
Chhuikhadan, Lalla JK
Vaishnav, State President
Rakesh Das Vaishnav,
State President of Yuva
Seva Sangh, Mani

Vaishnav, President of
Women’s Unit Lalita
Vaishnav, District
Panchayat Member
Pragya Nirvani, Dr.
Saurabh Nirvani, Rajnesh
Vaishnav addressed the
function. Dr. Neena
Vaishnav, Prabha Nirvani,
Neena Vaishnav, Priyanka
Vaishnav, district mem-
bers Hemant Vaishnav,
Havendra Vaishnav, Sarita
Vaishnav, Seemant
Ramavat, Neha Vaishnav,
Suresh Vaishnav,
Dr.Haldhar Vaishnav,
Engineer Upendra
Vaishnav, Neha Vaishnav
from Doha (Qatar) ,
Priyanshu Vaishnav,
Parmeshwar Vaishnav,
Brijraj Kishore Das,
Sandeep Sharma, Yogesh
Shastri, along with
Vaishnav brothers and sis-
ters, were felicitated by
Prabha Nirvani, former
municipality president, by
presenting them with
Tulsi bracelets.

BoM organises rally, 
customer meet 

Raipur, Nov 22: Vigilance
Awareness Week was ob-
served throughout the
country from October 31,
2022 to November 06, 2022
as per the guidelines of the
Central Vigilance
Commission, Government
of India. Bank of
Maharashtra, Raipur Zone
organised bike rally on
November 05, 2022 on the
basis of its theme –
“Corruption Free India for

Developed Nation”.
Officers and employees
from Raipur Zonal Office
and all branches of the city
participated in this rally.
Pamphlets on vigilance
awareness were distrib-
uted to the people during
the rally. Apart from this,
on November 15, a special
customer meeting was or-
ganised by the Bank of
Maharashtra, Raipur
Zonal Office under
Vigilance Awareness
Campaign. Zonal Manager
Mr. Prashant Kumar Raju
presided over this pro-

gram. The program was co-
ordinated and led by Mr.
Amit Kumar. The steering
team consisted of Mr.
Naveen Tejwani, Mrs.
Sutpa Sarkar and Mr.
Manikya Beshra. In charge
of crime branch attended
the event as chief guest
and highlighted many spe-
cial aspects for vigilance
awareness. He expressed
his sentiments through
several case studies. All the
audience praised this pro-
gram a lot and demanded
to organise such educative
programs in future.

Govt fulfilled promises made 
to farmers, poor: CM

Rajnandgaon, Nov 22:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel started the Bhent
Mulaqat Program by light-
ing the earthen lamp in
front of Chhattisgarh
Mahatari’s picture and
dedicating garlands. The
Chief Minister said that
more people have shown
up to listen than the ex-
pected number, today I
have come here accompa-
nied by public representa-
tives and officers to meet
you. I had visited Surgi
earlier as well and had sat
on a Durrie while talking
to the villagers and benefi-
ciaries of various state
government schemes at
length. CM said that we
have launched ‘Karz
maafi’ (Loan waiver) for
you and introduced
schemes like Rajiv Gandhi
Kissan Nyay Yojana. We
decided to fulfill the prom-
ises made for the benefit of
farmers after the forma-
tion of our Government.

CM holds discussions
with beneficiaries 

of GNY
Surgi: Meanwhile, Sonia
Sahu said that
she is selling cow
dung every week
and the money is
being received
along with the
amount under Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana.

Parvati of Kotarbhata
told that she sells 50 quin-
tals of cow dung in a week.
Chief Minister surprisingly
replied “This much”? Then
Parvati corrected and said
not in quintals, in kg. She
said that she received Rs
8,000 in her bank account.

The women of Sanskar
Sahayata Group told that
they have earned Rs 3 lakh
and distributed it all among
themselves. I opened a gen-
eral store using this
amount. We also want to
start mushroom produc-
tion. “Will definitely make
arrangements for this”,
Chief Minister replied.

Ram Nishad told that he
is using vermi compost in
his farms. Chief Minister
said that Vermi compost is
beneficial in multiple ways.
Officers should encourage
its production and sale.

Onkar Prasad Baghel,
the beneficiary of Rajiv
Gandhi Landless
Agricultural Laborer
Justice Scheme, told that
the scheme has proven to be
a boon for him, he is receiv-
ing regular installments.
Sevaram Bhole said that he
has received two install-
ments.

We are giving 
double the award to 

farmers: CM
Surgi: Shyamlal expressed
his views over
Bharatmala, to
which the Chief
Minister replied,
that we had told
the farmers that
for this we had decided to
give double the amount
after passing the award.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the earlier
rewards were paid retroac-
tively. Concerning about the
separate distribution of
compensation, he also said
that awards issued previous
to the decision yielded less
money. That is why we de-
cided to pay the farmers
twice the money. He said
about the same to the farm-
ers in detail.

Kamleshwari said 
she is getting rice free 

of cost now
Surgi: Kamleshwari ex-
pressed dissatis-
faction over the
hike in gas
prices saying
that she pur-
chased a gas
stove for some relief, but
now she has to keep
switching back to a wood
stove due to surge in
prices.

Chief Minister said that
the prices of all these
items are fixed by the
Centre. We are making
constant efforts to ensure
that all the beneficiaries
are getting ration accord-
ing to their needs.

He added that

Chhattisgarh is the only
state where ration is so
cheap. We are working to
put money in people’s
pockets.

Mobile clinic vehicles 
regularly visit his 
village: Bachuram

Surgi: Bachuram said
that he has not re-
ceived the benefits of
the scheme for land-
less agricultural
labourers. Chief
Minister directed the
officers to look into the
matter.

CM said that Senji
cuts his hair. They are
also eligible beneficiar-
ies of this scheme.
Blacksmiths are also
eligible. Maharaj wor-
shiped in Sheetla tem-
ple, he is also eligible,
provided they do not
own any land.

Children of SAGEMS an-
swers question to CM in

English
Surgi: Chief Minister said,
“Fantastic” and talked
about his school.
Y a s h w a n t
Janghel an-
swered the ques-
tions of the
Chief Minister in fluent
English and delighted the
crowd. Poonam Sahu an-
swered in English that the
Chief Minister built a
school even during the pan-
demic.

On this Chief Minister
said, “Aap man sunev.
Bachhi ha gitmit gitmit
Angrezi mein tezi le bolis.
Katka jhan la samajh ais.”
Then he said praised the
work being done in schools
and said that our children
can speak such good
English.
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Workshop organized on
Intellectual Property
Rights and Patent
Designs Filing

At Gyan Ganga
Educational
Academy, Raipur

Akhil Bharatiya
Vaishnav Brahmin 
Seva Sangh Diwali
meet concludes 

On Vigilance
Awareness Week

Holds talks with vari-
ous beneficiaries dur-
ing Bhent Mulaqat in
village Surgi

Branch of District
Cooperative Bank to
be opened in Surgi.
Ground development

and lighting in Surgi
High School.
Administrative ap-

proval of Hardi-Surgi
road.
Restoration of

S o m n i - N av a g a o n
road.
Development of irri-

gation facility and
construction of drain
from Sukha Nala
Barrage to
Aalikhunta.
Announcement of

opening paddy pro-
curement center in
Manki, a dependent
village of Torankatta.
Beautification and

pachari construction
in Budhadev pond of
Bharegaon.
Renovation of

Bhaneshwari temple
and beautification of
pond in village
Singhola.
Construction of two

additional rooms in
high school at
Ranitarai and one ad-
ditional room at
Dhamansara.

Announcements made by CM in village Surgi 

 And Anand Mela
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MMuunnggeellii,,  NNoovv  2222::  

Various students and chil-
dren of the region were felici-
tated as part of Child Safety
Week, being run by the District
Collector and Superintendent
of Police. They were taken on a
tour of Kanan Pendari with the
aim of encouraging sports in
the district and a special
awareness campaign on child
protection and child rights was
organized jointly with Child
Line at Government High
School Kotri under Thana
Lormi.  On the last day of Child
Safety Week, the concluding
program was organized at
Eklavya Adarsh ??Vidyalaya
Bandhwa and in the pro-

gramme, cultural programs,
group dance, group song were
organized for the children.
Here it takes a mention that
under Bajjar Mungeli Abhiyan,
training is being imparted by
skilled trainers in sports like
Silambam, Malkhamb, Judo-

Karate, and Taekwondo and a
special awareness program on
child protection and child
rights was also organized in
the presence of chief guest
Sheelu Sahu, district panchay-
at member.  In the closing pro-
gram, Deputy Superintendent

of Police Sadhna Singh gave
information about the rights
and laws of the children along
with the information about the
Abhivyakti app. Station in-
charge Lalpur Virendra
Kshatriya informed about the
crimes against children and
the functioning of the police.
Umakant Kashyap, Center
Coordinator of Child Line, gave
information about the utility of
Child Line Number 1098 and
Juvenile Justice (Care
Protection of Children) Act
2015, Child Welfare
Committee and Juvenile
Justice Board. Female consta-
ble Babita Shriwas informed
the children about good touch
and bad touch. 

Children felicitated as
part of Child Safety Week Lara, Nov 22: Gurdeep

Singh, CMD, NTPC and
Chandan Kumar Mandal,
Director (Commercial)
NTPC flagged-off the first
rake of coal from Talaipali
coal mine to NTPC Lara
through MGR on 21st
November 2022.

The length of MGR
track from Lara to
Talaipali is 65 KMs. With
commencement of coal
transportation from
Talaipali mine, fuel re-
quirement of Lara station
will be fulfilled greatly and
that will be resulted into
meeting the energy need
of Chhattisgarh and cen-
tral Indian states. The an-
nual coal requirement of
Lara station is around 7-8
million metric ton (MMT).

At present from its in-
stalled capacity of 1600
megawatt, 50 percent elec-
tricity i.e., 800 megawatt is

being supplied to state
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion
Ashwini Kumar Tripathy,

RED (WR-II & OS), Partha
Mazumder, RED (Coal
mining), Diwakar
Kaushik, BUH (Lara) SK
Ray, BUH (Talaipali) and
Neeraj Jalota, BUH
(Dulanga) and other sen-
ior officials were present
in the flagging-off ceremo-
ny. Upon reaching the coal
rake at Lara station a
small function was organ-
ized. Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) expressed his
happiness and congratu-
lates all employees for this
historical moment of Lara
station. Addressing the
employees Kaushik
praised the effort of each
employee who was associ-
ated with this work and
urged everyone to put
their best effort to take
Lara station to new
heights.

Lara receives first rake of coal through MGR
 From Talaipali

Jagdalpur, Nov 22: The
traffic department of
Chhattisgarh government
celebrates traffic week
every year to make the gen-
eral public aware about it,
but it is not known when
the general public will be-
come aware. And no one
knows when the attention
of the government will go
towards this. This is the
reason why the high speed
recklessly driven passen-
ger buses have become fatal
for the passengers. These
buses running at a wild
speed between Jagdalpur to
Raipur on National
Highway 30, without think-
ing about the safety of the

passengers in the vehicle.
The drivers of the bus get
out of control with the
speed that whenever the ve-
hicle gets out of their con-
trol, it crashes. Sometimes
the competition to reach
first and sometimes the
craving of leaving behind
their opponent’s vehicle
makes them so adven-
torous that they do not de-
sist from taking any step
without thinking about the
good or the bad, no matter
what the result may be. It
has been seen that the com-
mon man has the only
means of travelling from
Jagdalpur to Raipur by bus
and in which they rely

upon the driver for a safe
journey by paying heavy
fare. But it is astonishing to
see that these drivers nei-
ther care for his own safety
nor that of the passengers
and their family who are
dependent upon him.
That’s why neither they
care about the traffic rules
while driving the bus, nor
the caution and safety to be
adopted on their part, de-
spite knowing the fact that
the result of all this can be
disastrous. The sad thing is
that innocent passengers
have to pay the price for
such arbitrariness, care-
lessness and reckless driv-
ing of the drivers. After the

accident, no matter what
punishment someone gets,
the damage done can never
be compensated, nor can
anything be achieved by re-
morse and still the drivers
of the private buses do not
want to understand. This is
a matter of concern not
only for the bus owners, the
RTO issuing permit to such
bus owners and raises
question on timely check-
ing of mental and physical
status of the drivers prior
to travel and not but the
least adhering to traffic and
road safety rules for safe
driving, especially when it
comes to life of a common
men or passenger travel-

ling in their buses, with as-
surance of reaching desti-
nation of their near & dear
ones and not taking it for
granted their lives.
The bus accident on
National Highway 30 in the
early morning of 14
November is a tragic result
of such a state of mind of
the bus driver. As narrated
about the incident, a pas-
senger bus leaving Raipur
on the night of 13
November, while trying to
overtake a speeding truck
running in front of it near
Bhanpuri in the early
morning, went out of con-
trol and collided with the
divider. The impact of the

collision was so severe that
its door portion got stuck
into the divider. It was by
the grace of God that the
passengers in the bus suf-
fered minor injuries. Just a
few days back, in a similar
horrific accident, a speed-
ing bus rammed into a car
near Metwada in a drunk-
en state of overtaking,
killing five friends in the
car.

The government is alert
for road safety and traffic
week, the department is
also active, but when will
we become conscious of in-
stalling speed-governors in
vehicles and taking strict
action on those violating it.

High speed passenger buses proving fatal for passengers!
On National Highway between Raipur- Jagdalpur

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  2222::  

On the directions of Sub-
Divisional Officer Pooja Bansal
and the orders of the district
administration, a public redres-
sal camp was organized at
Government Thakur Dalganjan
Higher Secondary School Many
sarpanchs, district members,
councillors, panchs etc. were
also present in the programme
and a total of 398 applications
were received in the camp.

Among the applications,
more applications were
received in relation to social
security pension, making of
ration card, caste certificate,
construction of toilet under
Pradhan Mantri Yojana, pen-
sion, Rajiv Ashray Patta,
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman

Nidhi etc. Instructions have
been given to resolve those as
soon as possible by sending
them to the concerned people
with proper notes. 

District Panchayat
Fingeshwar Chief Executive
Officer, Naib Tehsildar Khoman
Dhruv, MNREGA Project Officer
along with the chief officers of
the local government office
was present in the camp along
with their staff. 

The S.D.M. also informed
that a similar camp has also
been organized in Rajim Nagar
Panchayat,where a total of 95
applications have been
received.

Public redressal
camp organized

 398 applications
received 

RRaaiiggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  2222::

An elephant allegedly died of
electrocution in a forest of
Raigarh district, a forest official
said on Monday. The carcass of
a female elephant, aged around
15 years, was found in the jun-
gles near Amlidih village under
the Dharamjaigarh forest divi-
sion on Sunday evening, said
Abhishek Jogawat, divisional
forest officer of Dharamjaigarh
division. On being alerted, the
team of forest personnel
reached the spot and sent the
carcass for post-mortem, he
said. Prima facie, it appears that
the elephant died of electrocu-
tion, but the post-mortem report
is awaited to ascertain the exact
cause of the death, the official
said. Chhattisgarh has reported
more than 50 elephant deaths in

the last four years. Most of the
fatalities were reported from
Surguja, Korba, Balrampur,
Surajpur, Raigarh, Jashpur and
Korea districts. 

Elephant found dead in forest 

About the incident
The carcass of a female ele-
phant, aged around 15 years,
was found in the jungles
near Amlidih village under
the Dharamjaigarh forest
division on Sunday evening.
On being alerted, the team
of forest personnel reached
the spot and sent the car-
cass for post-mortem. Prima
facie, it appears that the ele-
phant died of electrocution,
but the post-mortem report
is awaited to ascertain the
exact cause of the death.
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‘300 terrorists active in J-K’
Poonch (J&K), Nov 22 (PTI): 

Around 300 terrorists are
present in Jammu and
Kashmir, while 160 others
are waiting on the launch
pads for an opportunity to
sneak into this side from
across the Line of Control
(LoC) in Pakistan, a top
army commander said on
Tuesday. However, General
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Northern Command,
Lieutenant General
Upendra Dwivedi said the
security situation in the
Union territory has under-
gone a major change after
the abrogation of Article
370 in August 2019 and ter-
rorist activities have been
controlled to a large extent.

“Around 300 terrorists
are present in length and
breadth of Jammu and
Kashmir but we are mak-
ing sure they are not able to
carry out any action,” the

army commander told re-
porters on the sidelines of
platinum jubilee of historic
‘Poonch Link-up Day’ here.
The platinum jubilee of
Poonch Link-Up Day, mark-
ing the ‘Operation Easy’
conducted by Indian Army
in 1948 to defend the border
district from the Pakistani
raiders, was celebrated
with traditional gaiety and
fervour by the people of
Poonch and the Army.

Asked about the number of
terrorists present on the
launch pads in Pakistan, Lt
Gen Dwivedi said around
160 terrorists are present
across the Line of Control
— 130 in north of Pir
Panchal (Kashmir valley)
and 30 in south of Pir
Panchal.

“As per our data, 82
Pakistani terrorists and 53
local terrorists are active
in the hinterland, while the
area of the concern is the
criminal activities of 170
others who are not identi-
fied,” he said.

Reacting to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s
recent statement hinting at
retrieving Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), Lt
Gen Dwivedi said a parlia-
mentary resolution exists
on the subject, therefore it
is nothing new. “As far as
the Indian Army is con-
cerned, it will carry out

any order given by the gov-
ernment of India. We are
always ready for it,” he
said. Addressing an in-
fantry day function in
Srinagar on October 27,
the defence minister had
said people of PoK are sub-
jected to human rights vio-
lations and Pakistan has
to pay a price for it. He said
the Indian government is
committed to implement-
ing the 1994 resolution
passed in the Parliament
about retrieving the part of
Kashmir “under illegal oc-
cupation of Pakistan”.

On the security situa-
tion in Kashmir, the army
commander said it has un-
dergone a major change
after the abrogation of
Article 370 and the civil ad-
ministration is doing a
great job to ensure peace
and development and mak-
ing sure terrorism is put
on back seat.

‘No parallel activities can be
allowed in state Cong’

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov
22 (PTI): Apparently rattled
by Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor’s Malabar tour,
Leader of Opposition in the
Kerala assembly, V D
Satheesan on Tuesday said
any kind of sectarianism or
parallel activities would not
be allowed in the party and
warned that such moves
would be dealt with “serious-
ly.”

The state unit of the
Congress is on a comeback
path in the state after two con-
secutive debacles in the
Assembly elections and it is
not healthy enough to afford
any more parallel activities by
anyone, Satheesan told re-

porters here.
His remarks come as a sig-

nificant section of the
Congress party in the state
were unhappy with Tharoor’s
ongoing tour.

Asked about Tharoor’s

Malabar tour, Satheesan said
every leader has a space with-
in the Congress and no one is
against it, but the party has its
own mechanisms and sys-
tems.

“The Congress in Kerala is
not at all healthy to afford any
more parallel activities...After
suffering two drubbings in the
assembly polls, the party is on
a comeback mode in the state.
Everybody’s working as a
team now. At this time, no one
will be allowed to do any par-
allel activities.”

However, the LoP was did
not mention any name.

Accusing a section of the
media of “peddling stories
with an agenda” to weaken

the Congress in the southern
state, he said the party could
not accept this also.

“We cannot accept the agen-
da of weakening the Congress
party even if it is done by any
media or social media. If any-
one within the party has any
role in this, it will be dealt
with seriously,” he said.

Satheesan also said such
false news reports could not
destroy leaders like him as
they were not “inflated bal-
loons,” who could be punc-
tured with a pin prick.

Though mediapersons re-
peatedly asked whether
Tharoor was an “inflated bal-
loon”, he declined to com-
ment.

Traditional fishing becomes
source of livelihood for jobless

Malvan (Maha), Nov 22 (PTI): 

The `Rampon’ fisher-
men of Vayari in
Maharashtra’s coastal
Sindhudurg district are
overjoyed as they have
landed a catch exceeding
12 tonnes after almost
three years.

Rampon or traditional,
non-mechanized fishing
has become a source of
livelihood for the unem-
ployed residents of the vil-
lage, especially after the
coronavirus pandemic hit
the job market.

The fishermen at Vayari
in Malvan tehsil use tradi-
tional fishing nets. Getting
a good catch is becoming
more and more difficult,
they say, because of over-
fishing by mechanized
trawlers and the impact of
climate change.

But on Sunday, they got

lucky when a bumper
catch of sardines and
mackerel landed in their
nets.

“We managed to catch at
least 12-13 tonnes of fish.
But this is an extremely
rare event. We have caught
fish on this scale after a
gap of almost three years,”
said Dilip Ghare, secretary
of the Sindhudurg District
Rampon Sanghatana.

There are 108 Rampon
associations in the
Sindhudurg district alone.
As many as 27,000 families
are associated with these
associations.

Malvan tehsil has 56
such associations. Some
12,000 people engaged in
traditional fishing are at-
tached to them, Ghare
said.

Though non-mecha-
nised fishing is becoming
less profitable, it is still a

valuable source of em-
ployment.

Narayan Mayekar, now
in his late 70s, lost his job
when the 109-year-old
Century Textiles mill in
Mumbai closed down two
decades ago.

Mayekar returned to
Vayari and became a fish-
erman.

For many locals who
lost their jobs during the
coronavirus pandemic,
traditional fishing became
a source of livelihood, he
says.

Rupesh Talawnekar, an-
other resident of the vil-
lage, has completed his
graduation, but he found
employment in traditional
fishing. He says a fifth of
those engaged in tradition-
al fishing in the area are
educated youngsters like
him who can not find jobs
in the cities.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
held talks with his UAE
counterpart Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan here on Tuesday
and discussed coopera-
tion in the areas of ener-
gy, food security, trade
and defence, besides ex-
changing views on vari-
ous “regional hotspots”.

Jaishankar along with
Sheikh Abdullah, who is
on a two-day visit to India
accompanied by a high-
level delegation, reviewed
the continuous progress
in bilateral relations
across different domains,
since the 14th Joint
Commission meeting
held by them in

September 2022.
The two leaders appre-

ciated the progress in bi-
lateral relationship, espe-
cially in trade, invest-
ment, consular matters,
education and food secu-
rity, a statement released
by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said.

Both ministers noted
that bilateral trade has
shown appreciable
growth under the
C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) which
came into force on May 1,
2022, the statement said.

India’s exports to the
UAE between April-
September 2022 were
about USD 16 billion
which was an increase of
24 per cent year-on-year
while India’s imports in-
creased 38 per cent to
reach USD 28.4 billion in
the same period.

In a tweet, Jaishankar

said, “Just concluded
comprehensive discus-
sions with FM HH
@ABZayed of UAE this
afternoon. Appreciated
the progress in our bilat-
eral relationship, espe-
cially in trade, invest-
ment, consular matters,
education and food secu-
rity.”

“Exchanged views on
the global situation and
various regional
hotspots. The rich conver-
sation reflected the sub-
stance and closeness of
our partnership,” he said.

The MEA said that on
food security cooperation
under I2U2 (India, Israel,
the United Arab
Emirates, and the United
States), a delegation led
by CEO of ADQ visited
India in October 2022 to
take discussions forward
with different stakehold-
ers. IIT Delhi has held
meetings with its Abu
Dhabi partner, ADEK for

establishing IIT Delhi
campus in Abu Dhabi.
The meetings of Joint
Committee on Consular
Affairs and joint working
group on manpower were
held in October and
November 2022.

Both sides have also
taken forward their dis-
cussions on other areas of
cooperation, including
energy, healthcare, de-
fence, space, climate
change, skills, fin-tech
and startups, the MEA
said.

CIM group and Abu
Dhabi Investment
Authority chairman held
a successful meeting of
the high level task force
on investments in
October 2022 in which the
entire range of trade and
investment cooperation
was discussed, it said.

Both ministers also ex-
changed views on the
global situation and vari-
ous regional hotspots as

well as the cooperation
between the two coun-
tries in the UN Security
Council, the MEA said.

The meeting at
Hyderabad House here
was also attended by UAE
MOS for International
Cooperation, Reem Al
Hashimy, and Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra.

The external affairs
minister also hosted a
lunch in the honour of
the UAE foreign minister
and the accompanying
delegation.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
the UAE on June 28 and
met President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

Jaishankar had visited
the UAE in August-
September to co-chair the
14th Joint Commission
Meeting and the third
Strategic Dialogue with
UAE Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah.

Bihar prepares to take its 
folklore to world stage

Patna, Nov 22 (PTI):

The Bihar government
in association with ICCR
will showcase folk forms
of state like Jhijhiya,
Hurka, Magahi Jhumar,
and Kajri to the world
stage, an official said.

Days after signing the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR),
the Art and Culture
Department of Bihar gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of selecting fa-
mous folk dancers,
singers, and artists to be
sent abroad for perform-
ances as part of ICCR’s
Horizon Series
Programme (HSP), the of-
ficial said.

“As per the MoU, ICCR
will assist Bihar in pro-
moting its art forms/tal-

ent in India and abroad by
participation of state
artists in HSP. ICCR will
also facilitate visits of
state cultural troupes for
participation in promi-
nent international festi-
vals and cultural events
abroad”, Deepak Anand,
Additional Secretary, Art,
Culture and Youth depart-
ment (Bihar government)
told PTI.

“Folk artists perform-
ing Jhijhia, Hurka,
Magahi Jhumar, Kajri,
Mithila’s Sama-Chakeva
festival, etc will be select-
ed and will be sent abroad
for performances as part
of HSP programme.
Besides, preferences will
also be given to folk
artists/ troupes who per-
form Kajri, Jharni Dance
and Sohar Khelawana
Bidesiya songs”, said
Anand.

He said Bihar has so
many things to show the
world. Being one of the
oldest regions of the
world, Bihar maintains
its wonderful profile.
“Folk songs and dances of
the state are quite popu-
lar outside India”, he
said.

While Jhijhiya is a
prayer dance that origi-
nated in the Koshi region
of Bihar and is per-
formed during droughts,
Magahi Jhumar dance is
usually presented in the
form of a duet, where
male and female dancers
play the role of husband
and wife in rural areas of
the state, said Anand.

“Famous Sama
Chakeva of Mithila re-
gion is a festival of unity.
Usually, the celebration
starts from the night of
Chhath puja is quite pop-

ular. Besides, Bidesiya is
another folk performance
from Bihar that is very
popular outside India
also”, the additional sec-
retary said.

“Assisting ICCR in iden-
tifying outstanding cul-
tural groups/artists, in-
cluding new young talents
in other areas - literary, in-
tellectual and academic
fields, sculpture, cuisine,
textiles, handicrafts and
architecture, is also part
of the MoU,” Anand said.

Facilitation of study
camps for foreign stu-
dents, tours and camps for
the promotion of state
tourism and cultural her-
itage in Bihar is also part
of the MoU, he said,
adding this will strength-
en cultural relations and
mutual understanding be-
tween Bihar and other
countries.

Fallout of Kamal 
Nath-Sikh event row? 

Indore, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will stay at
Chimanbagh Maidan in
Indore on November 27 and
28 and not in Khalsa
Stadium as planned earlier,
a development viewed as the
fallout of a row over party
veteran Kamal Nath attend-
ing a Sikh religious event re-
cently.

A police official said on
Tuesday the permission for
the Yatra’s stay at
Chimanbagh Maidan was
given based on the applica-
tion of Congress.

In view of the controver-
sy, local Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders had

threatened to show black
flags if Nath entered the
Khalsa Stadium with
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The cross-country foot
march, which recently
wound up its Maharashtra
leg, will resume on
Wednesday when it will
enter Madhya Pradesh near
Burhanpur.

“The local administration
has given permission for the
stay of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
participants at Chimanbagh
Maidan and we are making
necessary preparations,”
Indore city Congress presi-
dent Vinay Bakliwal told re-
porters here without com-
menting on the controversy.

Indore police commis-
sioner Harinarayan Chari
Mishra said the permission
was given based on an appli-
cation of Congress.

“The permission has been
granted for the stay of
Rahul Gandhi and other
participants of the yatra at

Chimanbagh Maidan on
November 27 and 28,” he
said.

As per the initial pro-
gramme, Gandhi and other
participants were supposed
to stay at the Khalsa
Stadium.

The row erupted after
Madhya Pradesh Congress
president Kamal Nath, fac-
ing allegations in connec-
tion with the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots, was felicitated by or-
ganisers at a Sikh religious
event held at Khalsa College
in Indore on November 8.

After Nath left the venue,
famous kirtan singer
Manpreet Singh Kanpuri
lashed out at the organisers
for inviting the Congress
leader.

Without naming Nath, he
made an oblique reference
to the anti-Sikh riots that
broke out after the assassi-
nation of then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in
1984.

BOAT RACE

Participants compete in a boat race, organised as part of celebrations of World
Fisheries Day, in Thoothukudi district, Tuesday.

CLEANING OF RIVER BED

A dredger is used in the Brahmaputra river to remove excessive silt from its bed, in
Guwahati, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Mishap 
 Lakhimpur Kheri:

Five people were killed
while six others in-
jured when an SUV
overturned into a
ditch on the Bhira-
Pallia road near
Atariya village early
on Tuesday, police
said. The SUV carry-
ing 12 was on its way
to Pallia from
Shahjahanpur when
the accident took place
near Pallia town.

Seized
 Chennai: Over 300 kg

of marijuana and 500
gm of hashish oil to-
tally worth Rs 1.30
crore were seized from
a boat in a joint opera-
tion with the
Narcotics Control
Bureau, the Coast
Guard said on
Tuesday. Four crew of
a boat which was flee-
ing at high speed on
seeing the authorities
near Rameswaram off
Tamil Nadu coast
were apprehended on
Monday by the offi-
cials of the Coast
Guard Mandapam sta-
tion.

Arrested
 Pune: The Pune police

have arrested a 29-
year-old man from
Rajasthan in connec-
tion with the “sextor-
tion” case of a teen
from the city, who al-
legedly committed sui-
cide after he was ha-
rassed and black-
mailed by online
fraudsters.

Probe 
 Mumbai: The

Comptroller and
Auditor General of
India (CAG) on Tuesday
began its probe into the
allocation of works by
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) during the
COVID-19 pandemic. A
10-member team of the
CAG held a meeting
with BMC commission-
er Iqbal Chahal at the
civic body’s headquar-
ters in the morning,
officials said.

Gujarat Home Minister
and BJP leader Harsh
Sanghvi during a road-
show for the campaign of
upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Surat, Tuesday.

LG Upendra Dwivedi

Rahul’s  night halt
at Chimanbagh
Maidan instead of
Khalsa Stadium

Jaishankar holds talks with UAE counterpart

V D Satheesan 

Discusses coopera-
tion in energy, food
security



BLINKIN WITH QATAR FM

United States Secretary of State Antony Blinkin, left, and Qatar Foreign Minister Mohammed Bin Adbulrahman Al

Thani, shake hands after signing a letter of intent during a media event at the Diplomatic Club, in Tuesday, Nov. 22.
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Cianjur (Indonesia), Nov 22 (AP):

Rescuers searched for bod-
ies and survivors on Tuesday
in the rubble of buildings that
collapsed in an earthquake
that killed at least 162 people
on Indonesia’s main island of
Java and injured hundreds
more, overwhelming hospi-
tals.

Excavators, trucks and
other heavy equipment sent
overnight reached the hard-
est-hit city of Cianjur, south
of Jakarta.

The city, in the country’s
most densely populated
province of West Java, was
near the epicentre of magni-
tude 5.6 temblor on Monday
afternoon, which sent terri-
fied residents fleeing into the
streets, some covered in blood
and debris.

One woman told The
Associated Press when the
earthquake hit her home in
Cianjur, the building started

“shaking like it was dancing”.
“I was crying and immedi-

ately grabbed my husband
and children,” said the
woman, who gave her name
only as Partinem. The house
collapsed shortly after she es-
caped with her family. “If I
didn’t pull them out we might
have also been victims,” she
said, gazing over the
pile of concrete and
timber rubble.

In addition to those
killed, authorities re-
ported more than 300
people were seriously
hurt and at least 600
more suffered minor
injuries. It was not im-
mediately clear how
many remain missing.
In the village of
Cijedil, northwest of
Cianjur, the quake
triggered a landslide
that blocked streets
and buried several
houses, and there

were reports that 25 people
were still buried, said Henri
Alfiandi, the chief of the
National Search and Rescue
Agency. “We are maximising
operations at several points
where it is suspected that
there are still casualties. Our
team is also trying to reach
remote areas,” he said.

“For us, all victims are a
priority, our goal is to find
them and save lives by getting
them evacuated as soon as
possible and get medical
help.”

With hospitals already
overwhelmed, patients lay on
stretchers and cots in tents
set up outside, with intra-
venous drips in their arms as
they awaited further treat-
ment.

Many of the dead were
public school students who
had finished their classes for
the day and were taking extra
lessons at Islamic schools
when the buildings collapsed,
West Java Gov. Ridwan Kamil
said. Initial res-
cue attempts
were hampered
by damaged roads
and bridges and
power black-
outs, and a lack
of heavy
equipment to
help move the
heavy concrete
rubble. By
Tuesday, power
supplies and
phone commu-
nications had
begun to im-
prove.

162 dead as Indonesia quake topples
homes, buildings, roads

Beijing, Nov 22 (PTI):

A massive fire at a commerce and trade compa-
ny in central China’s Henan province has killed at
least 38 people, local officials said on Tuesday.

It took firefighters more than four hours to
douse the fire that broke out on Monday at the
plant in the Wenfeng district of Anyang
city in Henan province, according to the
city’s publicity department. Firefighters
put out the fire at around 11 pm on
Monday, it said.

Thirty-eight people were killed two in-
jured persons were hospitalised, state-run
CGTN reported on Tuesday.

Local fire teams sent 63 vehicles and 240
firefighters for the rescue. China’s
Ministry of Emergency Management has
also dispatched a team to the scene, the re-
port said.

The local police have started an investi-
gation into the incident. The cause of the
fire is yet to be ascertained.

Police have detained some suspects for
investigation.

In August 2015, over 170 people were killed and
700 injured when blasts ripped through a ware-
house in Tianjin Port, where large amounts of
toxic chemicals were stored, including around 700
tonnes of sodium cyanide.

China suffers frequent deadly fires and indus-
trial accidents often blamed on negligence.

38 killed, two injured in China plant fire

Gandakha (Pakistan), Nov 22 (AP):

Maryam Jamali should
have been preparing for an
economics exam. Instead,
the teenager from the
flood-hit Pakistani
province of Baluchistan
was helping organize post-
partum clinics and shelter
for people neglected by re-
lief efforts.

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest and
poorest province, plagued
by under-development,
bad governance, corrup-
tion, and a long-running
insurgency. When cata-
strophic floods sub-
merged vast swaths of
Pakistan this summer,
about 75% of
Baluchistan’s population
was affected, the largest
proportion of any
province in the country.

Yet recovery here has

been slower, and residents
say they are paying the
price of years of neglect
by the local and central
government. Red tape is
making it difficult for in-
ternational aid workers to
reach devastated areas.
Much of the already di-
lapidated pre-flood infra-
structure has been
washed away, further
hampering aid efforts.

People still wade in
waist-high water or float
on rafts through
Baluchistan’s fields. On
the pot-holed and suspen-
sion-shattering drive to
Jamali’s village, there are
deep ruts carved out by
desperate locals to free
trapped floodwaters. It is
an uncomfortable car
journey around the
province’s flood-affected
areas, though not so im-
possible or inaccessible as

to be a reason for the slow-
ness of aid.

It is a contrast to neigh-
bouring Sindh province,
an agricultural, commer-
cial, and manufacturing
hub. At the height of the
flooding, people in the
Sindh city of Sukkur used
boats on submerged
roads. But pumps were
brought in to remove
water, and now there is lit-
tle sign the city was ever
flooded. Balochistan was
not so prepared, despite
disaster striking it often.
There was severe flooding
in 2010 and 2011. The arid
region normally has low
rainfall, but any rain in
this mountainous area
can cause flash floods.

Jamali, her father, and
dozens of volunteers have
helped more than 20,000
flood survivors since mid-
June.

Insurgency, neglect hurt flood
relief in Pakistani provincePuerto Princesa

(Philippines), Nov 22
(AP): Vice President
Kamala Harris called on
countries Tuesday to
stand up for territorial in-
tegrity and freedom of
navigation in the South
China Sea, which has
been challenged by China,
and said Washington
would press an interna-
tional campaign against
“irresponsible behav-
iour” in the disputed wa-
ters.

Harris did not cite
China by name but was
obviously referring to
Beijing when she under-
scored America’s support
to treaty ally the
Philippines “in the face of
intimidation and coercion
in the South China Sea”.

She spoke aboard a
Philippine coast guard pa-
trol ship docked in Puerto
Princesa in the western
island province of
Palawan, which lies at the

edge of the disputed wa-
ters. The highly symbolic
visit was the last leg of a
two-day visit that kicked
off in Manila on Monday
for talks with President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

Citing the profound
stakes for America and
the international commu-
nity in the region, partic-
ularly in the busy South
China Sea, she called for a
broad effort to fight for

unimpeded commerce
and freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight in the
disputed waters.

“We must stand up for
principles such as respect
for sovereignty and terri-

torial integrity, unimped-
ed lawful commerce, the
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” Harris said.

“We will continue to
rally our allies and part-
ners against unlawful and
irresponsible behaviour,”
she said. “When the inter-
national rules-based
order is threatened some-
where, it is threatened
everywhere.” A new con-
frontation erupted ahead
of her visit to Palawan
when the Philippine navy
alleged a Chinese coast
guard vessel had forcibly
seized Chinese rocket de-
bris as Filipino sailors
were towing it to their is-
land. Marcos Jr told re-
porters without elaborat-
ing that he was inclined to
send a diplomatic protest
to China over the inci-
dent. He added that he
wanted a clarification be-
cause China denied there
was a forcible seizure of
the debris.

VP Harris urges respect of sovereignty in South China Sea

United Nations, Nov 22 (PTI):

Asserting that a woman
or a girl is killed every 11
minutes by an intimate
partner or a family mem-
ber, UN chief Antonio
Guterres has said that vio-
lence against them is the
most pervasive “human
rights violation” in the
world and called on gov-
ernments to implement
national action plans that
tackle this scourge.

Secretary General
Guterres made these re-
marks ahead of the
International Day for the
‘Elimination of Violence
against Women’ which is
observed on November 25.

“Violence against

women and girls is the
most pervasive human
rights violation in the
world. Every 11 minutes, a
woman or a girl is killed
by an intimate partner or
family member and we
know that other stresses,
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic to economic tur-
moil, inevitably lead to
even more physical and

verbal abuse,” Guterres
said. Guterres’ remarks
come in the backdrop of
the recent Shraddha
Walker murder case that
has shocked India with its
brutal details.

He said women and girls
also face rampant online
violence, from misogynis-
tic hate speech to sexual
harassment, image abuse
and grooming by preda-
tors. “This discrimination,
violence and abuse target-
ing half of humanity
come at a steep cost. It lim-
its women’s and girls’ par-
ticipation in all walks of
life, denies their basic
rights and freedoms, and
blocks the equal economic
recovery and sustainable

growth our world needs,”
he said.

The UN chief gave a
clarion call to all to “con-
sign violence against
women and girls to the his-
tory books,” saying now is
the time for transforma-
tive action that ends vio-
lence against women and
girls. He said this means
governments designing,
funding and implement-
ing national action plans
to tackle this scourge, in-
volving grass-roots and
civil society groups at
every stage of decision-
making and ensuring that
laws are implemented and
respected, so survivors see
their rights to justice and
support upheld.

Every 11 minutes, a woman or girl
is killed by an intimate partner or

family member: UN chief

In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris
speaks on board the Philippine Coast Guard BRP Teresa Magbanua (MRRV-9701) during
her visit to Puerto Princesa, Palawan province, western Philippines on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

Rescuers recover the body of a victim of an earthquake-triggered landslide in Cianjur, West Java,

Indonesia, Tuesday, Nov. 22. The earthquake killed hundreds of people and left hundreds more 

injured and missing on Indonesia’s main island.
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Single use plastic
not fully recycled

According to a recent study,
only 8% of plastic waste
makes it to recycling facili-
ties and is properly
processed. Recycling is not
the solution to plastic pollu-
tion. Everyone in the coun-
try needs to end plastic pol-
lution by becoming more
aware of where plastic
waste goes, fighting waste-
ful, single-use plastic prac-
tices encouraged by indus-
try and bad politics alike,
and reducing plastic con-
sumption in general.The
popularity of single-use of
plastics harms both human
society and global ecosys-
tems. Businesses have few
restrictions on the amount
of plastic waste they can
produce and few financial
incentives to change their
practices.90% of companies
production of single-use
plastic in the country do not
get recycled. The burden of
limiting plastic pollution
should not fall on the every-
day consumer. It’s not the
individual’s fault.While the
reasoning behind plastic re-
cycling is sound, it’s not the
be-all and end-all of the en-
vironment; The vast majori-
ty of plastic that ends up in
the country’s recycling fa-
cilities is not  properly recy-
cled.Only 5% of plastics
produced in the country are
properly recycled.That’s
just 0.25 million tons out of
5 million tons of plastic
waste. Plastic waste takes
more than 450 years to fully
degrade, releasing myriad
microplastics into the envi-
ronment that can carry
chemical contaminants and
cause severe cellular dam-
age if ingested. Plastics
production has exploded in
recent years: 50% of all
plastics produced were
made in the last two
decades. With so little being
properly recycled, the
amount going to landfill has
also increased dramatically.
If country’s plastic con-
sumption continues as
usual, plastic waste will
triple by 2050, according to
the study. Half of that goes
straight to landfill, it’s a fu-
ture we can’t afford to live
in.

Vijaykumar H K,
Raichur

Rule of Law Index
The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to provide expeditious
justice to litigants is com-
mendable. The judiciary in
India does believe that jus-
tice delayed is justice de-
nied, yet it has failed to act
upon it. India ranks 79th on
the World Justice Project’s
Rule of Law Index, which
indicates the sad reality of
judicial proceedings in our
country. The exhausting
and cumbersome process of
the courts is intimidating.
The pile of pending cases is
alarming. Concrete meas-
ures will have to be taken to
reinstate the faith of the
people in the judicial sys-
tem.

Rishika Kriti,
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Tourists visit the historic Taj Mahal during World Heritage Week, in Agra, Tuesday, Nov. 22

WORLD HERITAGE WEEK

T he brutal murder of 26-year-old Palghar girl, which
took place on May 18, has shaken the nation beyond

belief. The gruesome murder came to light on November
14 after Delhi Police finally zeroed in on Poonawala, arrest-
ed him. Reports said he admitted before a court in Delhi
that he killed Shraddha in the “heat of the moment” fol-
lowing an argument. “What happened that happened in
heat of the moment,” Aaftab was quoted as telling the
court via video link. But Aaftab Poonawala’s lawyer said
Aaftab has not confessed in court to murdering his part-
ner Shraddha Walkar. He also said the case against Aaftab
is so far mostly circumstantial evidence, which could help
him. Officials probing the murder have also revealed chill-
ing details. Delhi Police hopes to unfold the mystery of
Shraddha Walkar murder case by conducting narcoanaly-
sis test on accused Aaftab Poonawala. The court has given
permission to carry out the test and Aaftab has also given
his consent to it. Delhi Police and a team of forensic and
medical experts will soon carry out the test at Delhi’s
Ambedkar Hospital. Preparations are on to conduct the
test. Dr Sourabh Chaudhari, MD of Vinayak Hospital
(Noida) and consultant physician, said, “In narco test,
anaesthesia is used which puts the subject into an uncon-
scious state where he only speaks the truth. Before carry-
ing out this test on any subject, the physical and mental
condition of the individual has to be absolutely perfect.”
The delhi police probing the Shraddha murder case has
deployed several teams to collect evidence. The police are
scanning all the CCTV footage around Aftab’s house.
Efforts are also being made to retrieve his data. Shraddha
Walkar was murdered 6 months ago. Although police
sources say that it is difficult to get 6 months-old footage.
Because most of the backup in CCTV is only for 15 days.
But despite this, the police are still trying if in any way the
old footage can be retrieved. Apart from this, the police
have also got some CCTV footage of the recent days. In
which Aftab is visible. On the basis of these footage, the
police are trying to find out where Aftab used to leave and
where, with whom he used to meet. Dr Puneet Jain, clini-
cal psychologist, said, “There is even a possibility that the
subject can fool the narco test as it has been the case fre-
quently with the polygraph test. However, anything that
the subject says during the narco test is read by the vitals
and the parameters being recorded by digital tools, which
detects his approach, behaviour, heartbeats and other
signs, which is helpful for the investigating agency and the
experts to access whether the subject is speaking the truth
or is he trying to cheat the test. Jain said that after admin-
istering the truth serum, the investigations ask questions,
which have to be very brief, and so are the answers from
the accused. Ved Bhushan, former assistant commissioner
in Delhi Police, said that narco test can give a good direc-
tion to the investigation and to the investigative officer as
there could be a possibility that the accused makes false
statement under CrPC 161 before the police. He is more
likely to speak the truth during the narco test. He added
that investigative officer can play smartly here and ask
certain questions which possibly can reveal the truth. The
analysis of his statement before and during the test can
lead the probe to a better direction, he underlined.

WW
e all age, but we don’t
all age the same way.

For some people, ageing
means an increased risk of
developing illnesses such as
diabetes, cardiovascular dis-
ease, weak bones and cogni-
tive decline. It would be ideal
if we could predict in early
adulthood, while a person is
still healthy, whether or not
they are at risk of becoming ill
or needing medical support
when they are older. By then
taking preventative measures,
this would mean fewer people
with health issues, fewer peo-
ple in care, and considerably
lower costs for the health sys-
tem. Our latest study suggests
that predicting long-term
health outcomes may be pos-
sible. We have found a novel
insulin-like hormone in the
blood, called insulin-like pep-
tide 3 (INSL3), that may be
able to predict long-term
health, and whether a person
is likely to develop age-related
diseases at least for men.

To conduct our study, we
looked at data from one of the
largest cohorts of ageing men,
the European Male Ageing

Study. This had recruited
3,369 men between the ages
of 40 and 79 from across
Europe, including the UK, and
followed them for four-to-five
years. It was designed in part
to assess whether the inci-
dence of age-related disease
in men can be explained by the
decline of anabolic hormones
such as testosterone, which is
important for growth and
development in the body.

Using data from the
European Male Ageing Study,
we looked for significant asso-
ciations between INSL3 levels
in stored blood samples that
were taken at the beginning
and end of the study, and the
incidence of self-reported
age-related illness. INSL3 was
measured using a new testing
method developed in our labo-
ratory. We compared these
results with the effects of
other hormones such as
testosterone, and also adjust-
ed them for age, smoking sta-
tus, and clinical parameters
like obesity.

SSttrroonngg  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss
We were able to show that

INSL3 levels can vary marked-
ly from one person to another,
and they were strongly associ-
ated with the incidence of ill-
nesses such as cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, loss of sex-
ual function and bone weak-
ness.

Men who had high INSL3
had lower risk of later becom-
ing ill, while men with low
INSL3 had a higher risk of

developing age-related dis-
ease. Importantly, by looking
at blood samples taken at both
the beginning and end of the
study, we showed that this
relationship could be predict-
ed several years in advance.

Although INSL3 is made in
men exclusively by the same
cells in the testes that make
testosterone, the latter is
highly variable. Testosterone
levels can change markedly
from hour to hour and day to
day. This high variation makes
it difficult to find statistically
significant associations with
other factors such as disease
incidence.

Unlike testosterone, INSL3
levels remain amazingly con-
sistent in a man’s bloodstream
over long periods of time. This
makes it possible to obtain
similar values even when
measured weeks, months or
years apart. This allowed us to
determine that low INSL3 was
significantly linked with high-
er risk of age-related illness.

In fact, previous research
from our group has shown that
person-to-person variations in
INSL3 levels can be seen in
apparently healthy men as
young as 18. Based on our
findings, it seems that INSL3
levels remain similar through-
out a man’s life. This means
that we may be able to look at
a man’s INSL3 levels when
they are young and predict
how likely they are to develop
certain diseases when they
get older. It’s likely that INSL3

has functions in its own right,
acting on different organs in
the body. This will need to be
confirmed by further research.
What is clear is that the con-
sistency of INSL3 throughout
life makes it a much easier
biomarker to observe when
predicting age-related disease
in men.

WWhhaatt’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthheessee  vvaarriiaa--
ttiioonnss??

Our group in Nottingham is
now focused on finding out
what factors influence INSL3
levels in young men, and
hence their capacity to make
testosterone that could affect
their later health. Preliminary
work from animal studies sug-
gests that early-life nutrition
may play a role, but many
other factors including genet-
ics or exposure to certain envi-
ronmental  factors (such as
smoking) may also be
involved. We need to confirm
the predictive ability of INSL3
by studying men over a much
longer period of time.

Of course, this work only
relates to ageing men whose
testes can function consistent-
ly into old age, only gradually
declining in terms of sperm
and hormone production. A
woman’s physiology is much
more radically modulated by
ovarian function, which
changes dramatically after the
menopause. Hence we do not
yet know of an equivalent to
INSL3 for women when it
comes to predicting ageing
and disease.
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T errorism in all its manifestations is unacceptable and
can never be justified. India is one odd country which

has fought multiple terrorisms at different point of time can-
vass – Punjab terrorism in early eighties, LTTE on foreign
soil of Sri Lanka and now for more than three decades in
Jammu and Kashmir. In the process, series of attacks
throughout India, got two Prime Ministers assassinated by
terrorists and a long list of ‘battle causality soldiers.’
Operation Topaz launched by Pakistan President General
Zia-ul-Haq has indeed bled India with small cuts hundreds of
times. Kargil war or time and again border standof, too
much happenings consistently between two neigbouring
countries for too long. Pakistan has been consistently using
terrorism as ‘state policy’ with open support to terrorism, in
fact it has become biggest exporter of terrorism throughout
the world. Kandhar plane hijackers are enjoying decades of
hospitality of Pakistan with full immunity. Till 2001 India
was the only country facing the brunt but 9/11 changed the
course of perception and for first time world felt the pinch
and impact of terrorism. Rest is history how America
chased Osama Bin Laden and ultimately found it in the
backyard of its closest ally, who else, once again Pakistan.
World focus should have been on countries and governments
which are actively protecting, harbouring and encouraging
terrorism one way or other. The role of UN and its allied or-
ganisations have not been up to mark to fight terrorism col-
lectively. Practically case being of FATF, international
watchdog on terror financing and money laundering, get-
ting off Pakistan of its Grey List for financing terrorism in-
stead of putting it in Black List. This year itself China has
blocked for fourth time India’s effort to designate Pakistan
based terrorists under 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee
regime. China’s double standards have no doubt under-
mined the sanctity of UNSC sanctions committee.
Practically today’s techno savvy world has made easy access
to real time communications, real time transfer of funds,
masking the identities of terrorists, easy accessibility to so-
phisticated weapons through drones and online help for
bomb making. This is too much at negligible cost making
terrorism as most preferred means of waging war at other
country’s soil. But despite all this the international commu-
nity has time and again failed to reach consensus on how to
fight this menace collectively. Laws of different countries
can be different but no law can shield terrorists anywhere in
the world. India has demonstrated its will and potential to
strike back if provoked. Surgical strikes after Uri terrorist
attack and Balakote airstrike, deep inside Pakistan territo-
ries are a clear cut message for entire world, India will take
this no more and will strike back at any place, anytime at it’s
own sweet will. Recent conference on combating terrorist fi-
nancing at New Delhi is third such combined International
effort, first at Paris in 2018 and second at Melbourne in 2019
and PM Modi has rightly pointed out the importance of
blocking finances in addition to eliminating terrorists.
Every effort should be in that direction only.

No Money For Terror

Ageing: Hormone could help predict
men’s long-term health years in advance

Mystery of 
Shraddha’s murder

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

It is rightly said that “Work is
Worship & Customer First is their
Mantra”.  Recently I got an oppor-
tunity to attend an Interactive
Session on “Mumbai Dabbawala
Association” addressed by the
Management Guru Dr. Pawan
Agarwal- CEO – Mumbai
Dabbawala Association. Really I
was shocked to hear & see over
the Power Point Presentation how
a simple man can manage his
business much better than
trained managers. I also felt that
successful businesses in India
and around the world are not nec-
essarily run by managers passing
out of IIMs as we think and for
this the famous Dabbawala of
Mumbai is an example. Popularly
known as Mumbai’s Dabbawallas,
they show us how their establish-
ment is managed to supply, with-
out any hitches, 2,70,000 lunch

boxes everyday in the busy
metropolis of Mumbai.
In the words of Dr. Pawan
Agarwal, I would say that
“Consistency is the key to ensure
a meticulous network with an
error rate of just one in 16 million
transactions. At the end of the
day its just effective team
work,”and “Dabbawala organisa-
tion is the only one in India and
the second in the world who had
got six-sigma rating”.Dabbawalas
are synonymous for
simplicity,most of the enterprises
have around  270,000 transactions
daily — 150,000 boxes are deliv-
ered to offices every morning and
150,000 are returned home every
afternoon viz. six days a week, 51
weeks a year which comes to
nearly 80 million annual deliver-
ies. I feel that Dabbawalas are
indeed management gurus. They
prove how no formal education
but intuition and planning can

help to achieve great results.The
corporate ideals of teamwork,
dedication and accuracy are
reflected with a whole new per-
spective I would like to share that
Mumbai Dabbawallas are a per-
fect example of an important
principle of both business and
management viz. The thirst to
serve customers in a simple yet
effective fashion without falling
into the technology trap. I think
this is an aspect which needs to

be re-learnt and implemented in
any organisation today.There is a
three-point formula behind their
success - that is of discipline,
code of conduct and hard work.
The only thing that differentiates
them from other organisations is
the utmost importance which
they give to customers’ satisfac-
tion. Dr. Agarwal pointed out that
“The Dabbawalas do not have any
time to waste while on duty and
the main objective is customer
satisfaction when the delivery is
made,” 

I conclude that the most endur-
ing lesson that we learnt was to
put the customer ahead of every-
thing else. I would like to quote
here an example that when Prince
Charles expressed a desire to
meet them during his Mumbai
visit in 2003, the Dabbawallas
requested him to schedule the
meeting such that it did not inter-
fere with their mid-day delivery

timings.The most surprising thing
is that without any technological
backup and logistical support,
they perform their duty with
utmost precision. 

In terms of employment or in
terms of gaining new customer,
recommendation plays an impor-
tant part in the entire eco-system.
The satisfied customers proudly
refer their friends and relatives to
these Dabbawalas.  Lastly, the
most interestingthing to note is
that there is no retirement age,
because any person can work till
he is fit enough to carry on the
tasks required of him.One can’t
believe but Dabbawala’s service
in Mumbai proves that hard work,
honesty and assiduousness is the
only way to success.

I feel, we can learn lot about
the time management and mar-
keting from Dabbawalas.. Don’t
we?Hats Off to Mumbai
Dabbawalas. 

Mumbai ‘dabbawalas’ are an example of time management

RAVINDER ANAND-IVELL 
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Pvt sector
investment

New Delhi: DEA
Secretary Ajay Seth
exhorted multilateral
development banks
(MDBs) to explore
more private sector in-
vestment opportuni-
ties. At a joint work-
shop on "Enhancing
MDBs' Engagement
with India's Public &
Private Sector", Seth
highlighted huge op-
portunities to scale-up
investments in India's
key priority areas, in-
cluding green energy
and urban infrastruc-
ture. "DEA Secretary
also exhorted the
MDBs to explore more
private sector invest-
ment opportunities to
facilitate further
crowding-in of private
financial resources,"
the Finance Ministry
said in a tweet.

Retail Asset Centre
Bhubaneswar:
Setting a target to set
up 48 asset centres
across the country in
the current fiscal,
Bandhan Bank
opened its first Retail
Asset Centre here on
Monday. Another such
centre will come up in
Cuttack in the coastal
state. The asset cen-
tres are equipped to
cater to the loan re-
quirements of around
10.5 lakh existing cus-
tomers of Odisha, as
well as New-to-Bank
customers, a state-
ment issued by
Bandhan Bank said.
Any customer looking
for loans from the
bank may walk into
the asset centres, en-
quire about lending
and also deposit EMIs
for any existing loan
with Bandhan Bank.

Solar power projects

Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
has decided to install
solar power photo-
voltaic (PV) projects
with a total capacity of
300 megawatt in the
state. These projects
include 200 MW canal-
top solar PV power
projects and 100 MW
floating solar PV
power projects on the
reservoirs and lakes,
said an official state-
ment while giving de-
tails of the decision
taken in a high-level
meeting held here on
Monday. The meeting
was chaired by Punjab
New and Renewable
Energy Sources
Minister Aman Arora.

Tablet PC market
New Delhi: The
tablet PC market in
India grew 22 per cent
quarter-on-quarter in
July-September with
demand for 5G capa-
ble devices picking up
the steam,
CyberMedia Research
said. CMR anticipates
the tablet PC ship-
ments to record a
healthy 10-15 per cent
growth in 2022.
Samsung led the mar-
ket with a 28 per cent
market share, followed
by Lenovo and Apple
with 26 and 19 per cent
share, respectively,
during the quarter.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The proposed free trade
agreement (FTA) between
India and the UK is a high
priority for both the coun-
tries and the next round of
negotiations for the pact is
slated to happen next
month, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal said on Tuesday.

He said that things are
progressing well and it will
yield good results. "We are
all very well aware that it
was progressing very fast
until we had a little bit of a
blip because of political
happenings in the other
country. Fortunately, we
have a stable government. I
believe in office now (in the
UK) and I am already in
touch with my (UK) coun-
terpart. We are working to-
gether to possibly have an
in person meeting also very

soon but our teams are al-
ready engaged. Next
month, the next round of
negotiations are slated to
happen," Goyal said here at
a steel industry event. He
said that industry support
is required for the agree-
ment and it should be a fair,

equitable and balanced
FTA. He also said that there
should not be any strict
timelines to conclude nego-
tiations for an FTA as such
agreements have to be
thought through and care-
fully calibrated and negoti-
ated. "With UK we are
doing a comprehensive
deal like the UAE .I assure
you that it is a high priority
of both countries. It has
been reiterated in the meet-
ing of the G20," Goyal said.
India and Britain launched
negotiations for the FTA in
January with an aim to
conclude talks by Diwali
(October 24), but the dead-
line was missed due to po-
litical developments in the
UK. There are 26 chapters
in the agreement, which in-
clude goods, services, in-
vestments and intellectual
property rights. Reduction
or elimination of customs
duty under the pact would
help Indian labour inten-
sive sectors like textiles,
leather, and gems and jew-

ellery to boost exports in
the UK market. The UK is
seeking duty concessions
in areas like Scotch
whiskey and automobiles.
So far, five rounds of talks
are already completed be-
tween the officials of the
two countries till July. The
bilateral trade between the
two countries increased to
USD 17.5 billion in 2021-22
compared to USD 13.2 bil-
lion in 2020-21. India's ex-
ports stood at USD 10.5 bil-
lion in 2021-22, while im-
ports were USD 7 billion.
There are 26 chapters in the
agreement, which include
goods, services, invest-
ments and intellectual
property rights. India's
main exports to the UK in-
clude ready-made gar-
ments and textiles, gems
and jewellery, engineering
goods, petroleum and petro-
chemical products, trans-
port equipment and parts,
spices, metal products, ma-
chinery and instruments,
pharma and marine items.

India-UK trade pact a
high priority: Goyal

̈ Next round of talks
slated next month

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

The government
scrapped the require-
ment to fill out Air
Suvidha form for people
flying into India from for-
eign countries amid a de-
clining number of coron-
avirus cases. The require-
ment to submit a nega-
tive RT-PCR report or de-
tails of the primary vac-
cination schedule has
also been done away with
for international ar-
rivals.

The revised guidelines
for international arrivals
will be effective from
November 22, according
to the Union Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW).
Earlier, the guidelines
had required that passen-
gers arriving in India
from overseas should fill
up the Air Suvidha form.
The form was introduced
in the wake of the coron-
avirus pandemic. Last

week, the civil aviation
ministry said the use of
masks is not compulsory
during air travel but pas-
sengers should prefer-
ably use them. As per the
MoHFW's latest guide-
lines, air travellers
should preferably be fully
vaccinated as per the ap-
proved primary schedule
of vaccination against
COVID-19 in their coun-
try. The latest guidelines
supersede the guidelines
issued in September,
wherein those arriving
from foreign countries
were required to submit
the Air Suvidha form.

They also had to pro-
vide "details of negative
COVID-19 RT-PCR report
(the test should have
been conducted within
72 hrs prior to undertak-
ing the journey) or sub-
mit details of full pri-
mary vaccination sched-
uled of COVID-19 vacci-
nation", as per the earli-
er guidelines. Only chil-
dren under the age of 5
years were exempted
from both pre and post-
arrival testing, it had
said.

Govt eases rules for
international arrivals
̈ Scraps requirement

to fill out Air 
Suvidha form

Union Minister for Commerce
& Industry, Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distribution and
Textiles Piyush Goyal address-

es at the 3rd ISA Steel
Conclave, in New Delhi,

Tuesday, Nov. 22.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The infrastructure in-
dustry on Monday de-
manded rationalisation of
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), easier bank credit
and a hike in public expen-
diture at the customary
pre-budget meeting with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Cellular
Operators' Association of
India (COAI) in its presen-
tation to the Finance
Minister has sought a re-
duction of levies and taxes
on the telecom sector amid
new new-age 5G networks
and services roll out
across the country. "...our
demand for cost reduction
should be looked at expedi-
tiously," Director General
of COAI SP Kochhar said
after the online meeting of
the infrastructure indus-
try experts with the

Finance Minister. The tele-
com industry has also
pitched for rationalisation
of GST, reduction of li-
cence fee to one per cent
from three per cent and
lowering of customs duty
on equipment. COAI
counts telecom operators
like Reliance Jio, Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea

as its members. According
to sources, the representa-
tives of the auto industry
sought the government's
support in terms of long-
term policies for establish-
ing India as a strong elec-
tric vehicle (EV) manufac-
turing base. They also
pitched for government
support to the EV compa-

nies for reskilling the
workforce. The Federation
of Indian Micro and Small
& Medium Enterprises
(FISME) was of the view
that the bank loan rating
(BLR) requirement is prov-
ing to be a great dampener
in the growth of MSMEs
and sought immediate in-
tervention in setting up a
joint committee of the RBI,
banks and stakeholders to
develop a unique rating
model for MSMEs, which
focuses on solvency alone.
Observing that some pri-
vate sector banks levy pre-
payment penalties (four
per cent) on MSMEs who
try to change the bank if
unsatisfied with poor serv-
ices, FISME made a plea to
form a task force to study
the extent of the spread of
the malice and suggest re-
medial measures in a time
bound manner.

Infra sector demands rationalisation of GST,
easier bank credit, hike in public expenditure

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs pre-Budget
meeting, in New Dehi, Tuesday, Nov. 22.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The government is
preparing a 'coking coal
mission' to diversify the
sources of key steel mak-
ing raw material, for
which the country is heav-
ily dependent on imports,
according to Union minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia.
The mission is part of the
government's efforts to re-
duce dependence on im-
ports for coking coal and
increase use of locally
available coal in the steel
making through gasifica-
tion process, the steel min-
ister told PTI in an inter-
view. "We (the govern-
ment) are in the process of
making it (coking coal
mission). It is the coal min-
istry's purview," Scindia
said in response to a ques-
tion on the government's
initiative towards increas-
ing the availability of raw
material in the country.

India imports around 90
per cent of its coking coal
requirement. The coal pro-
duced within the country
has high ash content, the
minister said. Coal with
high ash content is not
suitable for steel making
through the blast furnace
route. "So what we are
looking at through the cok-
ing coal mission which is a
two-fold view. Firstly, to di-
versify our coking coal
sources...second is
through coal gasification,"
Scindia said. Without
naming any country, the
minister said India is look-

ing to engage with a few
nations to diversify coking
coal sourcing. In July 2021,
the Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved
a pact between India and
Russia regarding coopera-
tion on coking coal. At
present, India imports
coking coal from countries
like Australia, South
Africa, Canada, and the
US for sourcing of coking
coal. The logistic costs
from these distant nations
adds to the input cost of
the steel players.

On coal gasification, he
said the government is
eyeing to set up a coal gasi-
fication plant with an an-
nual capacity of 100 mil-
lion tonnes (MT). In a gasi-
fication process, coal can
be converted into syngas
which can be used in
sponge iron making and it
can further be utilised to
make steel.

Govt preparing ‘coking coal mission’ to diversify
raw material sources: Steel minister

Mumbai, Nov 22: 

Equity indices staged a
pullback on Tuesday after
three days of declines as
investors scooped up IT,
metal and consumption
stocks amid a largely posi-
tive trend overseas. A re-
covery in the rupee added
to the momentum, traders
said. Overcoming a wobbly
start, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 274.12
points or 0.45 per cent to
settle at 61,418.96. On simi-
lar lines, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 84.25 points or
0.46 per cent to 18,244.20.
IndusInd Bank topped the
Sensex gainers' chart with
a jump of 2.64 per cent, fol-
lowed by NTPC, UltraTech
Cement, Titan, Infosys,

TCS, Larsen & Toubro and
Tata Steel. Only five coun-
ters closed with losses --
Nestle India, Bharti Airtel,
PowerGrid, HDFC Bank
and Kotak Mahindra
Bank, slipping up to 0.76
per cent. "After three days
of risk aversion, the do-
mestic market experienced
a relief rally in response to
a bullish trend in global

markets. The tight COVID
lockdown in China, howev-
er, has negatively impacted
the forecast for global
growth. "FII interest has
also reduced significantly
as a result of the increased
likelihood of stricter Fed
policies," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare
Broking, said in the ab-
sence of any major trig-
gers, the performance of
the global indices, especial-
ly the US markets, will dic-
tate the domestic market
trend. "Besides, the upcom-
ing expiry of November
month derivatives con-
tracts would keep the par-
ticipants busy.

Sensex rebounds after 3 days
of fall as RIL, IT stocks spurtMumbai, Nov 22: 

The rupee appreciated by
12 paise to close at 81.67 (pro-
visional) against the US dol-
lar on Tuesday, as the
American currency retreat-
ed from its elevated levels.
At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 81.72 and
touched an intra-day high of
81.64 and a low of 81.83
against the greenback. The
local unit finally settled at
81.67, registering a rise of 12
paise over its previous close.

On Monday, the rupee de-
preciated by 5 paise to close
at 81.79 against the US dol-
lar. "The Indian rupee
marked the first gain in the
last five days as a gauge of
the dollar index halted a
three-day gain after some
US policymakers struck a

cautious note about further
aggressive tightening
moves," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities. Recovery in do-
mestic equities and stronger
Asian currencies also sup-
ported the rupee. The near-
term attention will be fo-
cused on the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
minutes due Wednesday.

Rupee gains 12 paise to close
at 81.67 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

An Indian Medtech
Start-up Company is ready
to conquer the global mar-
ket. India’s SS
Innovationhas now gained
access to global capital &
market through acquisi-
tion of controlling interest
in Avra Medical Robotics,
a Nasdaq listed company
in United States. It is to
mention that the ingen-
ious SSI Mantra, a brain-
child of World-renowned
robotic cardiac surgeon
Dr. Sudhir P Srivastava,
has introduced a new era
of surgical procedures in
India, making robotic sur-

gery accessible and afford-
able for the people of our
country.Good Healthcare
will no longer be a privi-
lege for limited few but
will be accessible to all!

Dr. Frederic Moll,
Thefather of Robotic sur-
gery, graced the announce-
ment programme as the
“Guest of Honour”. Dr.
Moll,is a founder of
World’s first surgical robot
, Da Vinci surgical system,
and is a World renowned
medical device developer
and entrepreneur, special-
ising in Robotic Surgery.
He emphasised on the im-
portance of robotic sur-
gery and multiple benefits

of these procedure over
the traditional surgical
methodology.

SS Innovations has
made the nation proud,
being the first company in
South Asia to launch first
fully “Made in India” sur-
gical robot SSI Mantra, a
technologically advanced
surgical robotic system
that has more andbetter
features and applications
than existing systems.

On this momentous occa-
sion Dr. Sudhir P
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Founder,Chairman & CEO,
SS Innovations said “This
acquisition will help us
reach to global market.

India’s top medtech start-up
SS Innovations goes global

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

IIFL Finance, which is one of
India’s largest non-banking
financial companies today
said that it has launched
exciting offers on gold loan
with ‘Gold Loan Mela Bumper
Dhamaka’ for all customers
from November 15, 2022 to
December 31, 2022. The
offers include luxury car,
bikes, smartphone and
assured gifts for each cus-
tomer who takes gold loan
from IIFL Finance’s 2400+
branches across India.
Speaking on the launch of
‘‘Gold Loan Mela Bumper
Dhamaka’ Mr.Saurabh Kumar,
Business Head, Gold Loans,

IIFL Finance said, “IIFL Gold
Loan remains one of the most
preferred gold loan brands in
India with very high customer
loyalty. To show our gratitude
we have launched ‘Gold Loan
Dhamaka’ offers, where gifts
worth crores are up for grabs.
We request all gold loan cus-
tomers to walk into any of our
branches in 1200+ cities
across India and make the
best use of the offer.”
Along with attractive gifts,
IIFL Finance offers gold loan
at one of the most attractive
interest rates per month with
a commitment of quick pro-
cessing, maximum loan value
and easy digital payment
options.

IIFL Finance launches ‘Gold
Loan Mela Bumper Dhamaka

Offer’ across IndiaNew Delhi, Nov 22: 

With the onset of wed-
ding and holiday season,
Amazon Beautyhas an-
nounced the first edition
of Amazon’s The Beauty
Sale powered by Plum, in
association with Lakmé
and Biotiquefrom 22ndto
27th November.

The best of makeup and
premium beauty brands
such as Plum, Lakme,
Forest Essentials, Tommy
Hilfiger, L'Oreal
Professional, KAMA
Ayurveda, The Body
Shop, Bath and Body
Works, Biotique, Kimirica
and many more are part
of the event with140+ top
brands on offer and over

5000+ deals including at-
tractive offers like upto
65% off on Combos and
Kits, free gifts on pur-
chase of top brands, up to
10% off with coupons
along with many attrac-
tive offers. Customers can
also look forward to en-
gaging chats and tutorial
sessions with your
favourite celebrities like
Heena Khan, Ankush
Bahuguna, Nitibha Kaul,
Mrunal Panchal via over
live sessions on A.in app,
daily masterclasses and
expert-led sessions on
Instagram with beauty
professionals, contests,
quizzes and a host of
never before seen engage-
ment activities.

Amazon.in announces
‘The Beauty Sale’ 

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

Moody's Investors Service
on Tuesday said the trend of
gradual fiscal consolidation
remains intact for India and
going forward the country
will see strong revenue per-
formance and debt stablisa-
tion. Moody's Investors
Service Senior Vice
President Christian de
Guzman said India's 'Baa3'
sovereign rating balances
its strength of relatively
high economic growth and
weakness of one of the most
highly indebted emerging
market sovereigns. The
country's healthy financial
system is reflected in
deleveraging by Indian cor-
porates. "We expect that
India is going to be the

fastest growing G-20 econo-
my next year... (but) high in-
flation pose a downside risk
to India's growth as house-
holds and businesses have
less purchasing power,"
Guzman said in a Moody's
virtual event 'Sovereign
Deep Dive'. Moody's had ear-
lier this month cut India's
growth projection for 2022 to
7 per cent, from 7.7 per cent
projected earlier.

It expects growth to decel-
erate to 4.8 per cent in 2023
and then to rise to around
6.4 per cent in 2024. The
Indian economy grew 8.5
per cent in 2021. It projected
GDP growth of the G-20
economies to decelerate to
1.3 per cent in 2023, signifi-
cantly lower than its previ-
ous estimate of 2.1 per cent.

India's fiscal consolidation trend
intact; to see strong revenues,

debt stabilisation: Moody’s

FSSAI proposes 
regulations 

for genetically 
modified food

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

FSSAI has come out with
draft regulations for geneti-
cally modified food, propos-
ing mandatory prior approval
from the regulator to manu-
facture, sell and import food
or ingredients produced from
genetically-modified organ-
isms.
The proposed Food Safety and
Standards (Genetically
Modified Foods) Regulations,
2022 will apply to Genetically
Modified Organisms (GMOs)
intended for food use, as per
the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI). The regulations,
once implemented, will also
be applicable to food ingredi-
ents produced from GMOs
that contain modified DNA as
well as for food ingredients
produced from GMOs that do
not contain modified DNA but
includes ingredients/addi-
tives/processing aids derived
from GMOs. GMO means any
living organism that possess-
es a novel combination of
genetic material obtained
through the use of modern
biotechnology. 

ACROSS

1. Recipe verb

5. Australian marsupial

10. Scoop water

14. Refer to

15. Subsequently

16. Norway's capital

17. Guinness of "Star Wars"

18. Remove

19. Farm tower

20. Arch enemy

22. Ironic remark

24. Family room

25. Insane

26. Name tag

29. Remodeled

34. Bride's response (2 wds.)

35. Cut of meat

37. Judicial order

38. Grade

40. Self-assurance

42. Shore bird

43. Light

45. "____ Rider"

47. Pose

48. Wobbling

50. Double curves

52. Faction

53. Tit for ____

54. Eating alcove

58. In ____ (late with payment)

62. Aroma

63. Brownish gray

65. Outlet

66. Entreaty

67. See eye to eye

68. Baseball's ____ Rose

69. Slithery swimmers

70. Transmits

71. Cabbage dish

DOWN

1. Glance at

2. Ceramic piece

3. Gossip bit

4. Ebb

5. Designer Calvin ____

6. Boat paddles

7. "One Day ____ Time" (2 wds.)

8. Instruction

9. Long-distance prefixes (2 wds.)

10. Pear type

11. Vietnam's continent

12. Afflictions

13. Weaver's frame

21. Vend

23. Wander

25. Indulgent

26. Boundary

27. Traditional saying
28. Carried
29. River (Sp.)
30. Perform
31. Curl
32. Creepy
33. Small depressions
36. Musical comedies
39. It requires assembly
41. Wilt
44. ____ pilot
46. 365 days
49. Cold era (2 wds.)
51. Brews
53. Orchard members
54. Idiot
55. Loafing
56. Yule song
57. Important times
58. Was a copycat
59. Skating jump
60. Actress ____ Hayworth
61. Hearty soup
64. Vase
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B
irthdays are always
special as one gets
all the attention

and affection from their
family and friends. And
everyone celebrates their
special days differently.
Some throw parties, some
donate or spend a day sup-
porting a cause, some
travel, some prefer stay-
ing indoors, and some
prefer a simple and quiet
time. But our Kamlesh,
aka Sanjay Choudhary
from &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, has an un-
usual birthday planned
this year! Let us learn
more about it through a
brief interaction with the
young actor.

Excerpts of interview:
What are your plans

for your birthday this
year?

Birthdays have always
been about spending time
with family and gorging
on my favourite foods.
Every year, I take a day off
to visit my hometown,
spend time with family
and enjoy Maa Ke Haanth
Ka Khana! However, this
year, I decided to give my
mom a break from cook-

ing. Instead, my parents
visited me in Mumbai.
Since they are unfamiliar
with the city, I took them
on a complete Mumbai
Darshan!

So, what is so special
about this Mumbai
Darshan?

It is said that the best

plans are the impromptu
ones! And the best way to
explore and experience a
city is to travel locally!
But travelling always does
not mean ticking famous
places off a list. So, we
started our darshan by
waking up early in the
morning to see the sun-
rise! Afterwards, we
walked around Juhu
beach to enjoy the lovely
morning breeze and head-
ed to the famous
Siddhvinayak Temple for
a darshan, followed by
Mahalaxmi temple. We
then went to a local eatery
to enjoy a wholesome
south Indian breakfast.
We explore several street
shopping hotspots, Khau
Gaalis, and a few historic
places for the rest of the
day. But Mumbai Darshan
is incomplete without
local train travel! It was
one of the most memo-
rable moments, and
thanks to my parents, I
got to see and discover so
much about Mumbai, its
culture, and its people!

Do you have any spe-
cial birthday rituals?

There are a few rituals

that we have always had!
But this year, we decided
not to follow them. It
starts with eating one of
the yummiest cakes,
baked by my mother, fol-
lowed by gorging my
favourite dishes. Besides
this, I also try to dedicate
my day to underprivi-
leged children and the eld-
erly by buying and dis-
tributing food packets,
chocolates, pastries, and
snacks. It gives me im-
mense happiness to see
their smiling faces. It
makes my day extra spe-
cial.

What is the most
memorable gift you
have ever received?

I am fortunate to have
a fan base that sends me
gifts as a token of love,
whether it is my birth-
day or not. The most
memorable gift I ever re-
ceived came from one of
my fans, Shanaya, who
sent me a coffee mug
with my name written on
it that glittered and
shined and changed
colour in a dark room.
This gift is very special
to me, and I keep it on

display in my living
room.

Tell us about the
onset celebration with
co-stars.

I remember how
Aashna Kishore (Kate)
and the other kids deco-
rated my make-up room
last year. They are an in-
tegral part of my family
now, and any celebration
is incomplete without
them. I am planning to
arrange a good lunch for
them. Let's see their
plans to make me feel
special this year
(laughs).

Any special wishes for
this birthday?

My only wish is that peo-
ple continue to adore my
character, Kamlesh, and
his quirkiness. All I need is
the love and appreciation
of my fans. I will strive to
take advantage of every
opportunity and keep
working hard to make my
family and fans proud.

Watch Sanjay
Choudhary as Kamlesh in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

Unusual birthday celebration for
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’s Kamlesh

Ruhi Chaturvedi is an
Indian model and

actress. She made her debut
with a 2012 musical thriller
film. After gaining popularity
for her grey character in one
of a famous TV show ruhi
became a household name.
It’s recently reported that
Ruhi Chaturvedi is roped in
to play an antagonist in Star
Bharat’s new show ‘Aashao
Ka Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’. The show also stars
Reena Kapoor, Rahil Azam in
lead roles. Aman Verma will
also be seen playing a nega-
tive role in the show.
It's said that Ruhi is casted
opposite Aman Verma as a
negative lead in the show.

She will be seen playing a
pivotal role. The show will
see many renown faces and
it’s set to go on air by end of
November this year.
‘Aashao Ka Savera…Dheere
Dheere Se’ will portray a
story between two individu-
als opposite to each other in
search of a new start in their
life after they loose one of
their loved ones. The story
will be about their journey
which will be an example
that life doesn’t stops after
one’s exit it’s not a full stop
but merely a coma.
To know more stay tuned to
watch ‘Aashao Ka Savera….
Dheere Dheere Se’ coming
soon only on Star Bharat.

Ruhi to play an antagonist 
in ‘Aashao Ka Savera…

Dheere Dheere Se’

W
ATCHO, one of
the fastest-grow-
ing OTT plat-

forms from Dish TV
India Limited, India's
leading content distribu-
tion company, has pre-
miered a new nail-biting
thriller series ‘Wajah’.
Inspired by true-life
events, the story is based
on the murder of a young
innocent girl, Gauri
Saxena, from a small
town who befriends the
son of fashion mogul
Rakesh Mehra.

In her pursuit of the
killer, Inspector Sanjana
causes trouble for the
bigshots of the fashion
industry and starts to un-
cover the numerous hid-
den truths. The series has
a strong star cast com-
prising renowned names
like Sanjay Swaraj,
Navina Bole, Nishikant
Dixit, Ayesha Kapoor,
Aruna Giri, and Nikhil
Parmar. Directed by
Satish Shukla and pro-
duced by Aashish
Vishwakarma, Satish
Shukla & Darshan
Khandelwal, the series is
cleverly written by
Kumar Siddharth.

This real-life-based
stylishly written murder
mystery with a blend of
fashion is co-produced by
Samar Goyal with the
brilliant creativity of the

cinematographer Anik R.
Verma and Editor
Pushkar Bhaskar Pant.

Commenting on the
launch, Sukhpreet Singh,
Corporate Head –
Marketing, DishTV &
WATCHO, Dish TV India
Ltd. said, “At WATCHO
we believe in introducing
unique and snackable
content to our viewers.
Looking at the over-
whelming response that
our previously released
series in this genre have
received, we thought of
bringing ‘WAJAH’ to our
audiences. This fascinat-
ing thriller, inspired by
true events, features an
amazing ensemble, hard-
hitting performances, and
an exciting storyline.”

WATCHO presents
original thriller

‘WAJAH’Singer Taylor Swift won
maximum honours at the

American Music Awards 2022
taking home six awards,
including Artist of the Year.
"In the past few years, I have
released more music than I
did in the entire decade pre-
ceding that," she said during
her acceptance speech. "I
really feel that's down to the
fact that you, the fans, made
it clear that you wanted to
hear lots of music that I
would make - you encour-
aged me," reports Deadline.
Swift said that the more
music she put out the happi-
er she felt and thanked the
fans for her happiness as
they were the motivators.
The New artist of the year
was won by Dove Cameron.
Elton John & Dua Lipa, 'Cold
Heart - PNAU Remix' was
honoured with the
Collaboration of the Year
award.
Favourite Touring Artiste
award was taken home by
Coldplay. Harry Styles was
named the Favourite male
pop artist while Swift won in
the Female category. The
Favourite pop duo/group was
won by the K-pop superband
BTS. Favourite pop song was
Harry Styles's 'As It Was'.
Kendrick Lamar took home
the Favourite Hiphop artiste
and in the female category
rapper Nicki Minaj lifted the
trophy.
The film 'Elvis' which was
competing alongside
Encanto, Sing 2, Stranger

Things: Soundtrack from the
Netflix Series, Season 4 and
Top Gun: Maverick won the
Favourite soundtrack.
Other winners of the night
included Beyonce, who took
Favourite R&B Artist and Bad
Bunny, who managed to take
two, including Favourite
Make Latin Artist. Harry
Styles, BTS, Morgan Wallen,
Tems, Wizkid and Kendrick
Lamar each took two awards.

Artist Of The Year Taylor
Swift reigns American

Music Awards 2022

T
ollywood 'megastar'
K. Chiranjeevi, who
has been staying

away from politics for the
last eight years, said on
Sunday that it is very dif-
ficult to succeed in poli-
tics but hoped that his
younger brother Pawan
Kalyan would reach a top
position.

Chiranjeevi, who had
entered politics in 2008
but could not succeed, re-
vealed that he had to pull
out after realising that it
is not easy to excel in poli-
tics.

Speaking at an alumni
association meeting at
YNM College in
Hyderabad, the top star
made some interesting
comments about politics
and why he failed.

"I can't take something
to a conclusion, if it has
not come from my heart.
If you want to shine in
politics, you should not be
sensitive," he said.

The actor remarked
that in politics one has to
verbally attack others
and should be ready to
tolerate what others say.
"One has to be brazen in
politics. At one stage, I
started thinking do I real-

ly need this," he added.
Speaking about his

brother and Jana Sena
leader Pawan Kalyan, he
remarked that Pawan is
suitable for politics.
"You are all with
Pawan. With the bless-
ing of you all, he will
one day reach to

some top position,"
Chiranjeevi added.

Chiranjeevi had en-
tered politics in 2008 by
floating Praja Rajyam
Party (PRP). However, the
party had to bite the dust
in 2009 polls as the
Congress under Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy re-
tained power in then un-
divided Andhra Pradesh.

The actor later merged
his party with the
Congress and in return
the latter made him a
Rajya Sabha member and
a Union minister. After

Congress was wiped out
from Andhra Pradesh in
2014 due to the public
anger over the state's divi-
sion, Chiranjeevi dis-
tanced himself from ac-
tive politics and started
focusing on films.

Last month,
Chiranjeevi had said that
his support will definitely
be with Pawan Kalyan.

The megstar had stated
that Andhra Pradesh
needs a leader like Pawan
Kalyan and hoped that
people will give him an
opportunity in future.

It’s difficult to succeed
in politics: Chiranjeevi

P
opular Telugu actor
Naga Shaurya took
to his social media

handle to share a picture
of him tying the mangal-
sutra on his longtime girl-
friend and interior de-
signer Anusha N. Shetty
as they tied the knot on
Sunday in a private cere-
mony in a Bengaluru
hotel.

The pictures and videos
of their pre-wedding fes-
tivities and wedding cere-
mony are doing rounds
all over social media.

In the picture, the cou-
ple looked stunning in
traditional wedding at-
tire. The actor wrote in
the caption: "Introducing
My Lifetime
Responsibility." As soon
as the videos went viral
on social media, congrat-
ulatory messages poured
in for the couple from his

fans and friends.
Their pre-wedding cele-

bration happened on
November 19 including
mehendi ceremony and
cocktail party. Naga can
be seen in the pictures
wearing blue kurta outfit,
while Anusha wore a flo-
ral, embroidered lehenga.

For the wedding cere-
mony, he wore a white
kurta with a dhoti and
Anusha can be seen in
traditional style golden
embroidered sari, heavy
jewellery and gajra in her
hair. They will be organis-
ing a reception for indus-
try friends and family
members. On the work
front, Naga was recently
seen in "Krishna Vrinda
Vihari". He will be next
seen in a action entertain-
er "Rangabali" for which
shooting has already
started.

Naga Shaurya ties the knot with longtime girlfriend Anusha Shetty

V
eteran Actress
S a m i k s s h a
Batnagar, who has

worked in the movie
'Poster Boys' and has been
a part of the television
show 'Uttaran', has done
absolute justice to her role
of Irawati in the stream-
ing series 'Dharavi Bank'.

She plays the wife of
Vivek Anand Oberoi's
character of JCP Jayant
Gavaskar and her per-
formance connects with
the audience at large be-
cause of its emotional ap-
peal.

And that's what formed
a major part of her ap-
proach towards the char-
acter as she feels that the
most powerful way to
reach an audience is
through the character's
emotions. The story has
well-written scenes that
engage the audience on an
emotional plane and allow
them to viscerally take
part in the story.

An unending stretch of
dirty narrow lanes, open
sewers, and cramped huts
- a place that more than a
million people call home,
Dharavi is deep enough to
shelter a sea of secrets and
'Dharavi Bank' brings out
its essence with its en-
grossing narrative.

'Dharavi Bank', which is
an MX Original Series,
presents a power-packed
story of a vast crime
nexus operating within
the walls of Dharavi,
helmed by the ruthless

Thalaivan. Suniel Shetty
makes his OTT debut as
the formidable Thalaivan.

Talking about the series,
Samikssha said: "I was ec-
static with the director's
vision. Samit Sir has well
crafted this series into
highlighting the clash of
two worthy adversaries in
a thrilling chase, the
episodes of this gripping
thriller are streaming on
MX Player and getting
enormous attention.
Audience will fall in love
with impeccable camera
work and screenplay."

The 10-episode series
witnesses a restless cop's
thrilling chase to find an
unattainable kingpin who
helms an unimaginable fi-
nancial empire worth Rs
30,000 crores - hidden in
the mazed lanes of
Dharavi.

Samikssha Batnagar
makes emotional impact

as Irawati in ‘Dharavi Bank’
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Doha, Nov 22:

Saudi Arabia did the un-
thinkable to pull off one of
the biggest upsets in World
Cup history as the Green
Falcons stunned Lionel
Messi-led Argentina 2-1 in
their World Cup 2022
Group C opener in Doha
on Tuesday. Herve
Renard's men used every
ounce of their energy in a
spirited display to script
one of the greatest victo-
ries by an Asian nation in
the biggest football carni-
val.

The Lusail Stadium
hosted the game in a re-
markable atmosphere,
with thousands of Saudis
crossing the border to sup-
port their team, joining
Argentina's customarily
large and boisterous fan
base. Argentina were on
course to equal Italy's
record unbeaten run of 37
games after the mercurial
Messi opened his fifth and
final World Cup with a
10th-minute penalty. Messi
scored the penalty against
Saudi Arabia after a video
review spotted a foul be-
fore Argentina had three
goals disallowed. Messi, 35,
beat Saudi goalkeeper
Mohammed Al-Owais on a
breakaway, but that goal,
as well as two others by his
teammate Lautaro
Martinez, were ruled off-
side.

But La Albiceleste were
stunned in the second half

when Saudi Arabia scored
two goals in five minutes
to take a 2-1 lead in Qatar.
Saleh Al-Shehri leveled for

Herve Renard's side min-
utes after halftime with a
low shot before Salem Al-
Dawsari curled in a bril-

liant strike from the edge
of the penalty area to give
Saudi Arabia the lead.

A calm Al-Owais made
some stunning saves to
deny Argentina a number
of goals and help Saudi
Arabia register their first-
ever win over La
Albiceleste. This defeat
comes as a shock for
Messi-led Argentina, who
had entered the World Cup
as one of the favourites to
win the title in Qatar after
the Copa America tri-
umph in 2021.

"Our team makes our
dreams come true!" and
"Where has Messi gone?
We defeated him! ", the
green-clad Saudis chanted
repeatedly in the Lusail
Stadium, on their feet and
deafeningly welcoming
every clearance from their
defence. Messi was in dis-
belief as he watched
throngs of Saudi Arabian
supporters, who are
Qatar's neighbours, cele-
brate in the stands while
wearing green attire. The
substitutes for Saudi
Arabia overran the field.
Lionel Scaloni's side ap-
peared to be on course for
a routine victory after
going up 1-0 after only 10
minutes, but Saudi Arabia
came up with a stunning
second-half performance
to hand Argentina a shock
defeat. Now, La Albiceleste
will take on Mexico next in
the World Cup on Saturday
in Group C.

Al Rayyan, Nov 22 (AP):

A young United States
team was nearing victory
in its World Cup return.
Then Walker Zimmerman
needlessly plowed into
Gareth Bale. Bale convert-
ed the resulting penalty
kick in the 82nd minute,
giving Wales a 1-1 draw
Monday night that left the
Americans feeling frus-
trated and made their
path to the knockout stage
more precarious. "You feel
like you have the game
and you're going to win
the game," midfielder
Brenden Aaronson said.
"It's a punch in the face."

Tim Weah put the
Americans ahead in the
36th minute off a pass
from Christian Pulisic,
scoring in front a crowd
that included his father,
former FIFA Player of the
Year and current Liberia
President George Weah.
Back in the World Cup
after missing the 2018
tournament, the United
States had only to close
out the final minutes. But
Brennan Johnson made a
throw-in that Aaron
Ramsey cut back to Bale,
who had his back to the
goal near the penalty
spot. Zimmerman's slid-
ing tackle took out Bale's
left leg, and Qatari refer-
ee Abdulrahman Al-
Jassim pointed to the
penalty spot.

"He probably just puts

his leg not for the ball but
to try and get in the way
of me hitting the ball,"
Zimmerman said. "So I
kind of went through
him and I think I still got
the ball. But clever move I
wish I would have seen
him out of the corner my
eye." Shooting in front of
the Red Wall of support-
ers, Bale sent his kick
past goalkeeper Matt
Turner for his 41st goal in
109 international appear-
ances, salvaging a point
for Wales in its first
World Cup match since
1958.

"Obviously, a difficult
game," Bale said. "First

half was not how we
wanted to play and the
United States played real-
ly well. We played quite
poorly." Next up for the
United States is a high-
profile matchup Friday
against England, which
opened with a 6-2 rout of
Iran. Wales faces the
Iranians. The top two
teams advance. "It think
it's pretty clear a disap-
pointing result for us,"
Turner said. Weah, just
22, was part of a new-look
American team that is
the tournament's second-
youngest. Yunus Musah,
at 19 years, 358 days the
youngest American to

start a Cup match, started
the move to Weah's goal
when he headed the ball
to Josh Sargent at the
midfield stripe. Sargent
dished off to Pulisic, who
burst up the middle of
the field. On his fourth
touch Pulisic rolled the
ball ahead to Weah, who
timed his run perfectly to
break in ahead of Neco
Williams.

From near the penalty
spot, Weah used the side
of his right foot to poke
the ball over the left thigh
of sliding goalkeeper
Wayne Hennessey for his
fourth goal in 26 interna-
tional appearances.

World Cup stunner: Saudi Arabia
beats Messi’s Argentina 2-1

Saudi Arabia's goalkeeper #21 Mohammed Al-Owais (L)
deflects the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C foot-
ball match between Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail
Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha on November 22.

Bale salvages 1-1 draw
for Wales against US

Wales' forward #11 Gareth Bale celebrates scoring his team's first goal during the Qatar 2022
World Cup Group B football match between USA and Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in 
Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

Napier, Nov 22 (PTI):

Arshdeep Singh and
Mohammed Siraj stopped
New Zealand in its tracks
with game-changing spells
before India won the rain-
marred third and final T20
via Duckworth-Lewis
method to claim the three-
match series 1-0, here
Tuesday.

Arshdeep and Siraj fired
in tandem and shared
eight wickets between
them as India bowled New
Zealand out for 160 in 19.4
overs after the hosts elect-
ed to bat.

New Zealand were going
strong at 130 for two in the
16th over but Arshdeep
(4/37) and Siraj (4/17) led
India's remarkable come-
back. The hosts lost eight
wickets for just 30 runs
after Devon Conway (59 off
49 balls) and Glenn
Phillips (54 off 33) had
propped up their innings.

In reply, India were pre-
cariously placed at 75 for 4
when rain stopped play. It
was a DLS par-score at
that time. The game never
resumed and ended in a
tie. Rishabh Pant (11) after
a couple of intent-filled
boundaries played a lousy
shot to get dismissed and

Suryakumar Yadav (13)
had a rare low score.

Skipper Pandya, who
didn't bowl a single deliv-

ery in the series due to
stiff neck, had scored a
nice little 30 off 18 balls
when heavens opened up.

India, after 2020, have
once again won a T20 se-
ries in New Zealand.

However the last time, it
was a comprehensive 5-0
win during the summer
season and this time
around, there was little
context post T20 World
Cup. The sole point of in-
terest was to check how

India's probable long term
T20 captain Pandya and a
new-look team fared.

But with opening match
completely washed out
and final game also suffer-
ing due to inclement
weather, there was little to
take home apart from
Suryakumar Yadav's glori-
ous series-winning hun-
dred in Tauranga and
Siraj emerging as potent
T20 option in favourable
conditions.

India win rain-marred T20 series
after third match ends in tie

India players celebrate in the dressing room after winning the series and their T20 cricket interna-
tional match against New Zealand in Napier, New Zealand, Tuesday.

NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd:: 160 all out in
19.4 overs (Devon Conway
59 and Glenn Phillips 54;
Mohammed Siraj 4/17,
Arshdeep Singh 4/37).
IInnddiiaa:: 75 for 4 in 9 overs
(Hardik Pandya 30 not out;
Tim Southee 2/27).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Nov 22 (AP):

Travis Head and David
Warner led Australia to a
221-run rain-affected vic-
tory over England to se-
cure a 3-0 win in the one-
day international series
that ended Tuesday at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground. Australia's open-
ing pair scored 269 runs
in front of just 10,406
spectators at the MCG.

Warner and Head's cen-
turies helped Australia
post 355-5 the highest ODI
total at the MCG after
England captain Jos
Buttler won the toss and
elected to field. Head hit
152 from 130 balls to bring
up his third ODI century
and highest score in the
format. Warner scored
106. Two rain delays dur-

ing Australia's innings
reduced the game to 48
overs per side, with
England's target lifted to
364. England was all out
for 142 in the 32nd over as
opener Jason Roy top-

scored with 38.
Fast bowler Olly Stone,

who was playing in just
his sixth ODI, led
England's bowlers with
figures of 4-85.
Australian legspinner
Adam Zampa had 4-31 to
finish the series with 11
wickets. "Good to finish
them off here with just
about the best ODI I've
been part of," Australia
captain Pat Cummins
said,

Buttler said his side
"fell a long way short . . . I
thought Australia out-
played us in every depart-
ment." Australia won the
first match in Adelaide
by six wickets and the
second at the Sydney
Cricket Ground by 72
runs to clinch the series
ahead of the final match.

Australia beats England in
rain-affected final ODI match

Melbourne, Nov 22 (PTI):

Bed-ridden after a freak
accident, star all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell feels he is
unlikely to recover in time
for the Australian team's
tour of India next year and
picking him could be a "big
risk".

Opening up on how he
broke his leg at a birthday
party recently, Maxwell said
there is "high chance" of
him missing out on a selec-
tion for the tour scheduled
in February-March.

Ruled out for an indefi-
nite period, he is currently
recovering from surgery on
his fractured fibula, which
he suffered after a friend fell
on his leg while enjoying a
birthday party. "There's a
time limit on when they're
going to announce that

squad to India and to be fair,
there's a high chance that I
won't make it. They're obvi-
ously going have to see me
playing cricket and they're
obviously going to have to
take a big risk if they do
take me," Maxwell told
Cricket Australia's
'Unplayable Podcast' from
his Melbourne home.
Revealing the details about
his accident, Maxwell said
that his former school-
teacher had fallen on his leg
after they both slipped over
on a patch of wet artificial
grass in their friend's back-
yard. "One of my mates,
who was also one of my
schoolteachers, we were
laughing about something
and I pretended to chase
him off somewhere,"
Maxwell said. "I reckon we
both took about three or
four steps out there, and
both slipped at the same
time. I just got my foot stuck
a little bit, and he fell, unfor-
tunately at a really bad
angle and landed straight
on my leg. "It just snapped. I
heard and felt every part of
it. It was pretty painful. I
was screaming a bit and he
was like, 'please tell me
you're joking, please tell me
you're joking'."

There’s a high chance that
I won’t make it: Bed-ridden

Maxwell on India tour

Doha, Nov 22:

Tunisia held European
Championship semifinalist
Denmark to a 0-0 draw Tuesday at
the World Cup. Coming three
hours after Saudi Arabia beat
Argentina in a shocking upset —
and before a stadium filled almost
entirely with Tunisia supporters —
it was another big result for two
of the four Arab nations compet-
ing at the first World Cup in the
Middle East. 
Against a backdrop of raucous
noise provided by the thousands
of Tunisian fans in the stands,
Issam Jebali had a goal ruled out
for offside in the 23rd minute but
it was Denmark who provided
most of the attacking football in
the first half. The Group D match
witnessed as many as 20 corner
kicks, but no goals. Denmark hit
the woodwork in the second half
and dominated the proceedings
but failed to break the deadlock

against the tenacious African
side.  Denmark would feel undone
after a late penalty call did not go
in their favour despite VAR com-
ing into the play. Tunisia put in a
gallant display in the entire
match, and in the end, secured a
deserved point.Tunisia likely
deserved more but an expert save
shortly before halftime by goal-

keeper Kasper Schmeichel helped
Denmark preserve the draw.
Schmeichel stuck his hand up to
deflect a shot from Issam Jebali,
who plays his club ball in
Denmark for Odense. The match
marked Christian Eriksen’s return
to a major tournament less than a
year and a half after his cardiac
arrest with Denmark at Euro 2020.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):

The 2024 T20 World Cup will be
played in a different format in
which 20 participating countries
will be divided into four groups
of five teams each and the first
round will be followed by a
Super Eight stage. In the 2021
and 2022 editions, the first
round was followed by the
Super 12 but in the next tourna-
ment, the top two teams from
each of the four groups will
progress to the Super Eight
phase, where they will be fur-
ther divided into two groups of
four each. Then, the top two
sides in each of the two Super
Eights groups will make the
semi-finals, which will be fol-
lowed by the final. As many as
12 teams have already secured
their berth in the next edition of
the tournament to be played in
West Indies and United States.

As hosts, the West Indies and
the USA take up the first two
spots. The top eight teams in
the recently-held T20 World
Cup in Australia (top four in
each Super 12 group), including
reigning champions England
and runners-up Pakistan, have
already gained spots for the
2024 tournament, with
Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
the next best teams on the ICC
men's T20I Rankings, also
securing their spot. The final
eight spots for the 2024 tourna-
ment will be decided in regional
play, the ICC said in a press
release. "While South Africa
claimed 2024 qualification by
virtue of their top eight finish,
Zimbabwe were unable to capi-
talise on their strong start to
the campaign, finishing last in
the Super 12 group to be sent
back to regional qualification,"
the ICC said in the release.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):

Reigning youth Asian
champions Ravina,
Vishwanath Suresh and
Vanshaj secured medals
along with four other
Indians by entering the
semifinals of the Youth
men's and women's World
Boxing Championships in
La Nucia, Spain. Bhawna
Sharma (48kg), Kunjarani
Devi Thongam (60kg),
Lashu Yadav (70kg) and
Ashish (54kg) are the coun-
try's other boxers who are
also assured of at least
bronze medals after secur-
ing last four berths.

Extending their spectac-
ular show at the prestigious
tournament, all four
women boxers marched
ahead by scoring identical
5-0 victories in their respec-
tive quarterfinal bouts.
While Ravina thrashed
Romania's Alexandra
Cretu in the 63kg contest,
Bhavana and Kunjarani
out-punched Venezuela's
Evimir Brito and Aigerim
Kabdolda of Kazakhstan
respectively. Lashu domi-
nated Mexican boxer Zuzet
Hernandez. Griviya Devi
Huidrom (54kg) was the
lone Indian woman to end
up on the losing side as she
went down to Kazakhstan's
Elina Bazarova by 0-5.

Meanwhile, it was a mixed
day for India in the men's
section as three of the five
pugilists in action managed
to progress into the medal
rounds.

Vishwanath (48kg) and
Vanshaj (63.5kg) posted
unanimous wins over
Australia's Jye Kerr and
Omar Livaza of
Kyrgyzstan respectively.
Ashish, on the other hand,
had to work hard against
Scotland's Aaron Cullen as
the result was declared 4-3
in the Indian's favour after
the bout was reviewed.

Deepak (75kg) and Mohit
(86kg) were the two Indian
male pugilists to suffer de-
feats in the quarterfinals.

The ongoing event has
been witnessing the partici-
pation of close to 600 boxers
from 73 countries. 17
Indians qualifying for the
last eight stage is the high-
est for any country at the
event followed by
Kazakhstan (16) and
Uzbekistan (13).

With seven medals al-
ready confirmed, Tamanna
(50kg), Preeti Dahiya
(57kg), Devika Ghorpade
(52kg), Muskan (75kg) and
Kirti (+81kg) will look to ex-
tend India's medals tally as
they fight in the women's
quarter-finals on eighth
day of the competition.

Youth World Boxing C’ships: 

Seven Indians confirm medals

Tunisia holds Denmark to
0-0 draw in Group D

Next men’s T20 World Cup to
be in played in new format
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Migratory birds fly above the Narmada river during a foggy
winter morning, at Gwarighat in Jabalpur, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):
The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday rejected a peti-
tion challenging a CIC de-
cision refusing to impose
penalty on an official for
belatedly providing infor-
mation on an RTI applica-
tion seeking certain de-
tails in relation to the auc-
tion of a suit worn by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, calling the plea
“misconceived”. Justice
Yashwant Varma dis-
missed the petition by the
RTI applicant and said no
case was established be-
fore the Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) to
warrant a penalty. The pe-
titioner, who assailed the
order passed by the CIC in
July 2021, said he had filed

an application under the
Right to Information Act
seeking information per-
taining to Modi’s suit and
its auction but it was given
to him after a delay of one
year and therefore the CIC
should have imposed a
penalty on the official con-
cerned. He stated the CIC
only cautioned the official
for the delay in responding
to the application but did
not levy a penalty, which
was contrary to the RTI
Act. The court ruled the
petition was misconceived
and that the law only em-
powers the CIC to levy a
penalty if it finds the in-
formation has been pro-
vided belatedly without
any reasonable cause or
where there is malafide.

There is no provision for
an automatic imposition
of penalty in case of delay,
the court stated. “The
court finds it unable to
sustain the submission (of
the petitioner) bearing in
mind the language em-
ployed in section 20 (of
RTI Act). As is manifest
from a reading of the pro-
vision, the commission is
empowered to levy penalty
only when it finds that the
information has been pro-
vided belatedly without
any reasonable cause or in
a case where it has been
denied malafidely. Neither
of these steps were estab-
lished which would have
warranted the CIC to im-
pose a penalty,” the court
said.

HC rejects challenge 
to CIC order on RTI plea 

Over auction of PM Modi’s suit

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):
A Delhi court on Tuesday
sought the Enforcement
Directorate’s response to a
plea by jailed AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain seeking
a direction to Tihar offi-
cials to provide him food
items like fruits, dry fruits
and dates as per his reli-
gious beliefs as he was ob-
serving a fast.

Special Judge Vikas
Dhull issued notice to the
agency and directed it to
file its reply by Wednesday.
The application has also

sought a direction to the
prison officials to immedi-
ately conduct the minis-
ter’s medical check-up. It
said that Jain was “a strict
adherent of Jainism”, but
he was not being provided
basic food that is partaken
under his religion and
medical facilities inside
the prison.

It said that the Delhi
Prison Rules provide for
diets to be given as per the
local or religious customs
such as during Navratras
and Ramzan.

The application alleged
that from the day of Jain’s
arrest on May 31, he has
not been able to visit a

Jain temple, and “being a
strict Jain religious ob-
server, he has been on a re-
ligious fast and was not
having cooked food, puls-
es, grains and milk prod-
ucts”.

“For last almost six
months, he has been sur-
viving only on fruits, veg-
etables, seeds and dry
fruits or dates. This he was
purchasing from his quota
of ration available to all
inmates.

“In the meantime, he
has suffered a major fall in
jail which led to a severe
spine injury, for which he
was treated by LNJP
Hospital.

Court seeks ED’s response
on Satyendar Jain’s plea

 For food as per
religious beliefs

Hyderabad, Nov 22 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Congress in Telangana,
senior party leader and
former minister Marri
Shashidhar Reddy, son of
former Chief Minister of
undivided Andhra
Pradesh Marri Channa
Reddy, quit the party on
Tuesday.

Shashidhar Reddy, who
had been a loyal
Congressman for several
decades and even headed
a ‘Congress Loyalists
Forum’ of Telangana
Congress leaders, sent
his resignation to AICC
president Mallikarjun
Kharge. He addressed a
letter to top leader Sonia
Gandhi explaining the

reasons for his resigna-
tion. In the letter, he
wrote about the allegedly
growing influence of
money in party affairs,
its failure in effectively
taking on the ruling TRS
in Telangana and the
poor functioning of
AICC in-charges and
PCC presidents.

Recalling the long as-
sociation he and his late
father have had with the
Congress since the
party’s election symbol
was a “pair of bullocks”
followed by “cow and
calf ” in the 1960s, he
said it was on the advice
of his father that later
Indira Gandhi had
opted for the “hand”
symbol.

Cong leader Marri 
Shashidhar Reddy quits party



I-T searches 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The Income
Tax department on
Tuesday conducted
searches at the resi-
dences of Telangana
Labour Minister and TRS
leader Ch Malla Reddy
and his close family mem-
bers. The I-T sleuths were
verifying tax records of
Reddy and the education-
al institutions belonging
to him and his family
members, sources privy
to the development said.

AICTE chairman
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: IIT-Guwahati
Director TG Sitharam has
been appointed new
chairman of the All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), the
Ministry of Education said
on Tuesday. Sitharam will
take charge from
University Grants
Commission Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar who was
holding interim charge of
the top post for the tech-
nical education regulator
after Anil Sahasrabuddhe
superannuated on
September 1, 2021 upon
turning 65.

Abducted 
JJaaiippuurr:: A Congress
leader's 21-year-old
daughter was allegedly
abducted by unidentified
persons here when she
had gone to buy vegeta-
bles, police said on
Tuesday. The incident
took place in Pratap
Nagar area on Monday
evening, they said.

Bail
BBaarreeiillllyy:: A special
MP/MLA court on
Tuesday granted regular
bail to senior Samajwadi
Party leader Azam Khan
who has challenged his
conviction in the 2019
hate speech case in a ses-
sions court. Khan was dis-
qualified from the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly follow-
ing his conviction and
sentencing in the case.

Arrest
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI on
Tuesday arrested an
Income Tax officer in
Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh
for allegedly taking a bribe
of Rs 5 lakh by threatening
a businessman with heavy
penalty and raid on his
company. The CBI had reg-
istered a case on a com-
plaint from a Maharashtra-
based firm whose tax
assessment was being con-
ducted by the Income Tax
office at Mandsaur.

Busted 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Tuesday busted a ter-
ror module of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and arrested
two active terrorists and
their two associates,
including a woman, from
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
police said.
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BRIEF

Caparisoned elephants take part
in the annual 'Vrishchikotsavam'

festival at the Sree
Poornathrayeesa Temple, at

Tripunithura in Kochi, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday handed out job
appointment letters to
more than 71,000 young-
sters, saying similar cam-
paigns have been held in
NDA-ruled states and
union territories in the
past one month.

"This is the double bene-
fit of double-engine gov-
ernments. The campaign
to hand over appointment
letters to the youth shall
continue in a sustained
manner," Modi said ad-
dressing the second
'Rozgar Mela' (employ-
ment fair) organised by
the Central government.

Double-engine govern-
ment has been a campaign
issue for the BJP in sever-
al assembly elections, in-
cluding the recently con-
cluded one in Himachal
and the upcoming polls in
Gujarat.

The prime minister dis-
tributed 71,056 appoint-

ment letters to recruits via
video conferencing.
Physical copies of appoint-
ment letters were handed
over at 45 locations across
the country, except
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh where the Model
Code of Conduct is in
force. Modi said in the past
one month union territo-
ries and NDA-ruled states
have handed out appoint-
ment letters to thousands
of youth.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) has
established three new for-
ward bases in the remote
Naxal violence affected
areas of Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand as part of its
strategy to strike deep into
the Maoist strongholds.

While one each forward
operating base (FOB) has
been established in
Chhattisgarh's Sukma and
Bijapur districts, the third
has been created in the
West Singhbhum district
of Jharkhand.

These FOBs will serve
as a base for the security
forces to launch coordinat-
ed operations in the sur-
rounding areas and will
also help in cutting off the
Maoist supply lines, a

CRPF spokesperson said.
The bases in

Chhattisgarh are located
in Dubbakonta under
Chintagupha police sta-
tion jurisdiction in Sukma
and Nambi that lies within
the Usoor police station
limits in Bijapur.

"Both the locations used
to be strongholds of
Maoists. The establish-
ment of these new camps
in the most interior areas
will give an edge to the se-

curity forces as these will
serve as a launch pad for
offensive operations
against Maoists close to
their hideouts," the
spokesperson said.

The presence of securi-
ty forces in these remote
locations will not only
weaken the supply lines of
the Naxals but also flush
them out from these areas
and provide boost to devel-
opment activities in the
area, he said.

The CRPF is the lead
anti-Naxal operations
force of the country and
has deployed close to a
lakh troops in about ten
Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected states of
the country. Some other
central armed police
forces (CAPFs) like the
ITBP, BSF and SSB have
been deployed for this task
in specific areas along
with the state police
forces.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) Tuesday moved
the Supreme Court against
the bail granted to scholar-
activist Anand Teltumbde in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case.
The Bombay High Court on
November 18 had granted bail
to Teltumbde noting that
prima facie the only case
made out against him relates
to alleged association with a
terror group and support
given to it, for which the max-
imum punishment is 10 years
in jail.
Teltumbde, 73, is the third
accused of the total 16 arrest-
ed in the case to be released
on bail. Poet Varavara Rao is
currently out on bail on health
grounds, and lawyer Sudha
Bharadwaj is out on regular
bail. Alleging that the high

court has conducted a roving
inquiry and a mini trial, the
NIA in its plea before the top
court said the high court
perused the charges in the
charge sheet in isolation and
made observations that would
influence the trial.
"The observations of the high
court that no prima facie case
is made out against the
respondent herein is contrary
to the observations made by
this court in the case of the
very same respondent seeking
pre arrest bail...
"The said order also fails to
take into account the cumula-
tive effect of all the earlier
proceedings moved by the
present respondent in the
instant case where all reliefs
have been denied by each
forum so approached holding
that there is a prima facie
case as against the respon-
dent herein," the plea said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Income Tax depart-
ment has detected "unac-
counted" income of more
than Rs 100 crore after it re-
cently conducted searches
against some Bihar-based
business groups dealing in
real estate and diamond
jewellery, the CBDT said on
Tuesday.

The raids were launched
on November 17 at about 30
premises located in Patna,
Bhagalpur and Dehri-on-
Sone in Bihar, Lucknow and
Delhi. Unaccounted cash
and jewellery worth more
than Rs 5 crore were seized
and 14 bank lockers sealed
during the operation, said
the Central Board of Direct

Taxes, which frames policy
for the tax department.

In the case of a group
dealing in gold and dia-
mond jewellery, an analysis
of documents and other ma-
terial shows that it invested
its "unaccounted" income in
cash in purchase of jew-
ellery, renovation of shops
and immovable properties,
the CBDT said in a state-
ment without identifying
the business groups.

"This group has been
found to have introduced
unaccounted money of over
Rs 12 crore in its books of
account in the garb of ad-
vance from customers.

"On physical verification
of stock, unaccounted funds
of more than Rs 12 crore

have been found," it said.
In the case of another

group engaged in real estate
business, proof of "unac-
counted" cash transactions
in purchase of land, con-
struction of buildings and
sale of apartments has been
found. "The evidence seized
in the case of a prominent
land broker has further cor-
roborated the above unac-
counted transactions. The
quantum of such unac-
counted cash transactions
is more than Rs 80 crore.

"The unaccounted income
so earned by the key per-
sons of the group has been
invested in acquisition of
many immovable properties
including large parcels of
land," the statement said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Aaftab Amin Poonawala
has not yet confessed to
killing his live-in-partner
Shraddha Walkar in the
court of law, his lawyer
said on Tuesday.

"I spoke to Poonawala
for five-seven minutes
today. When I spoke to him
in the morning, he ap-
peared relaxed and was
very confident. He did not
show any signs of aggres-
siveness," said Defence
Counsel Abinash Kumar,
who is representing
Poonawala.

The lawyer said when
he asked Poonawala if he
is able to follow the legal

proceedings in the case
and if he was satisfied
with the defence, he
replied in the affirmative

"He has never confessed
in the court of law that he
killed Walkar," Kumar told
PTI.

This contrasts police's
assertion that Poonawala
has confessed to killing
Walker and dumping her
body parts at different lo-
cations across Delhi.

Kumar said Poonawala's
family is scared to come
out and they are waiting
for the matter to subside a
bit.

"They are scared after
what has happened and
wish to stay out of media

glare for now. Even I have
not been able to meet them
yet. I am also planning to
file a plea in the court to
get in touch with
Poonawala's family," he
added.

On Tuesday, a Delhi
Court granted the Delhi
Police four more days of
custody of Poonawala.
The five-day custody
granted earlier ended on
Tuesday.

Poonawala is accused of
killing his live-in partner
and cut her body into 35
pieces before disposing it
of.

The court here on
Tuesday extended his po-
lice custody.

Amaravati (AP), Nov 22 (PTI):

Six persons were killed in a
ghastly road accident in Alluri
Sitarama Raju district of
Andhra Pradesh, bordering
Telangana, on Tuesday.
The victims belonged to neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh and
were returning after a pilgrim-
age to the temple of Lord
Rama in Bhadrachalam in
Telangana, police sources said
over phone.
A speeding lorry coming in the
opposite direction rammed
into the SUV they were travel-
ling in, killing six persons
instantly. A couple of passen-
gers in the SUV sustained
injuries and were shifted the
Chintoor hospital for treat-
ment, police said.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

With the row over AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain getting
massage in prison refusing to
die down, sources on
Tuesday claimed his masseur
was a fellow prisoner
accused of raping a minor,
while the BJP and the
Congress assailed Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
demanded the sacking of the
jailed minister.
The AAP hit back at the BJP
saying it is trying to malign
the image of Kejriwal ahead
of the MCD polls in Delhi as
it has no real issues to talk
about and cited treatment

received by party leader and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah when he was in jail. The
person shown massaging Jain
in a CCTV footage was iden-
tified as Rinku, the sources
claimed. "He is lodged in
Tihar jail for raping a minor
in JP Kalan in 2021. A case
under various sections
including Pocso Act was reg-
istered against him by police.
Rinku is not a physiothera-
pist," a source claimed.
The claim comes days after
the Aam Aadmi Party, which
has been drawing flak over
the videos, asserted that Jain
was receiving physiotherapy
in the jail, where he is in
judicial custody for the past
five months over money-
laundering charges.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

The Centre on Tuesday told the
Supreme Court that it has held
consultative meetings with all
state governments, Union ter-
ritories and other stake hold-
ers on the issue of identifica-
tion of minorities at the state
level and 14 states have fur-
nished their views so far.
It said comments of remaining
19 states and Union territories
have not been received and
since the matter is "sensitive
in nature" and will have "far-
reaching ramifications", some
more time should be given to
enable them to finalise their
views. A bench of justices S K
Kaul and A S Oka granted six-
week time to the Centre to
place on record the stand in

the matter. The top court
perused the status report filed
by the Ministry of Minority
Affairs which said some of the
states and Union territories
have requested for additional
time to have wider consulta-
tions with all the stake holders
before they form their consid-
ered opinion on the issue.
The status report said that 14
states and three Union territo-
ries have furnished their com-
ments. The apex court was
hearing the pleas, including
the one filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay,
which sought directions for
framing guidelines for identifi-
cation of minorities at the
state level, contending that
Hindus are in minority in 10
states.

ROZGAR MELA

‘Govt on a mission mode to provide jobs’

PM Modi addresses the programme of distribution of about 71,000 appointment letters to newly
inducted recruits under ‘Rozgar Mela’, via video conferencing from New Delhi, Tuesday.

As part of the government's 'Rozgar Mela' (employment fair),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday distributed over 71,000
appointment letters to new recruits via video conferencing.
Physical copies of appointment letters were handed over at 45
locations across the country, except Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh where the Model Code of Conduct is in force. The Prime
Minister's Office has said the drive is a step towards fulfilling his
commitment to according highest priority to employment genera-
tion, and it is expected to be a catalyst in creating more jobs and
providing meaningful opportunities to the youth for their empow-
erment and participation in national development directly.

PM distributes appointment letters 
to over 71,000 recruits 

A total of 186 candidates,
including 33 women, from
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday
received appointment letters
for various positions in the
Central government as part of
the "Rozgar Mela" (employ-
ment fair) held in Raipur dis-
trict, an official said. Union
Minister of State for Tribal
Affairs Renuka Singh Saruta
and Raipur BJP MP Sunil
Kumar Soni handed over the
appointment orders to the
recruits at the Group Centre of
CRPF in Bhilai village, around
45 km away from the state
capital. As part of the employ-
ment fair, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
distributed more than 71,000
appointment letters to recruits
via video conferencing from
New Delhi. Physical copies of
appointment letters were
handed over at 45 locations
across the country.

186 recruits get
appointment letters

in Chh’garh

CRPF establishes two new bases 
̈ In LWE hit areas 

of Chh’garh One each forward operating
base (FOB) has been estab-
lished in Sukma and Bijapur
districts. The bases in
Chhattisgarh are located in
Dubbakonta under
Chintagupha police station
jurisdiction in Sukma and
Nambi that lies within the
Usoor police station limits in
Bijapur.

Where are the bases...

MILITARY DRILL

Integrated Fire Power Exercise 'Shatrunash' being conducted by South Western
Command of the Indian Army, at Mahajan Fieldfiring Range village (MFFR) in the Thar
desert, in Bikaner district, Rajasthan. 

Six from 
Chh’garh killed
in road accident

RAIDS ON BIHAR-BASED BUSINESS GRPS

I-T dept detects Rs 100 cr black income 

SC gives Centre 6 weeks
for identifying minorities

‘Aaftab has not confessed
to Shraddha’s murder’

Dantewada, Nov 22: 

A Naxalite carrying a re-
ward of Rs 8 lakh on his
head was found dead under
mysterious circumstances
with a firearm next to him in
a forest of Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.

The body of Deva alias
Tirri Madkami was found in
Jiakorta forest near
Bhusaras valley under
Kuakonda police station,
Inspector General of Police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj P
told PTI. Madkami was
wanted in nine Naxalite-re-
lated incidents and carried a
reward of Rs 8 lakh on his
head, he said. A weapon, a
bag and water bottle were re-
covered near the body, the of-
ficial said. Madkami was a
member of Katekalyan Area
Committee of (Maoist),

which has been instrumen-
tal in executing several
major attacks. However, the
organisation has been wit-
nessing infighting and re-
cruitment crises since sever-
al months, the IG said.

The police had received in-
formation in the morning
that a body of an unknown
person was lying in Jiakorta
forest along the border of
Dantewada-Sukma district,
around 400 km away from
capital Raipur, he said.

A joint team of the CRPF's
230th battalion and police
reached the spot, and the de-
ceased as later identified as
Madkami, he said. The exact
cause of death will be known
once the post-mortem report
arrives. Prima facie, the po-
lice suspect that infighting
within the Naxalite group or
anti-people activities of
Madkami may have resulted
in his death, the official said.

Naxalite carrying Rs 8 lakh
reward found dead

̈ In forest 

‘Jain’s masseur rape
accused prisoner’

̈ BJP demands 
apology from Kejriwal

NIA challenges
Teltumbde’s bail in SC

Tirupati (AP), Nov 22 (PTI): 

A pregnant woman was
helped by local people to de-
liver a baby on the road in
daylight as she was allegedly
denied admission in the
nearby government mater-
nity hospital here two days
ago but Tirupati district
Collector KV Ramana Reddy
said an inquiry established
that the allegation was false.

The woman was mentally
unstable and had been aim-
lessly wandering in the hos-
pital area when she fell
down on the road due to se-
vere stomach pain, the
Collector said on Tuesday.

The 21-year old woman,
said to be hailing from
Bilaspur, delivered a healthy
girl child and both were
being taken care of in the
hospital, the Collector said,
citing an inquiry report sub-
mitted by the hospital super-
intendent. "Around 4.10 PM
on Sunday, the woman fell
down on the road near Sri
Venkateswara Medical
College boys' hostel. Local

people saw her and realised
that she was suffering from
labour pain and immediate-
ly helped her deliver the
baby before the hospital staff
reached there," Ramana
Reddy said. The mother and
child were then shifted to the
maternity ward, where the
post-delivery procedures
were completed.

"The baby, weighing 2.2
kg, required neonatal care
and was accordingly admit-
ted to the neonatal care
unit," he added.

The Collector directed the
hospital superintendent to
conduct an inquiry into the
incident after a video clip of
the woman's delivery of her
on road went viral and the
opposition Telugu Desam
Party made an issue of it.

"During inquiry it was es-
tablished that the woman
was mentally unstable. Two
unidentified people brought
her to the hospital and left
her there saying free food
would be available. The
woman, because of her men-
tal condition, did not realise
she was pregnant," the
Collector pointed out.

SHOCKING TRUTH

Woman delivers on road
̈ Govt denies any lapse
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Bhilai, Nov 22: 

With the target of de-
stroying the entire online
betting network within six
months, Durg Police is
conducting raids at differ-
ent cities across the nation
to bust the branches of
Mahadev Book, Ambani
Boom, Reddy Anna and
other online betting apps.
On Monday, Durg Police
conducted a raid at
Bilaspur and busted an on-
line betting branch which
was operating panels of
Ambani Boom and
Mahadev Book. Five ruffi-
ans including a juvenile
were arrested while two
others managed to escape.
Police have identified the
absconding accused and
claimed that they will be
arrested soon. Durg Police
conducted a second raid at
Seoni in Madhya Pradesh
and caught ten ruffians
red-handed while accept-
ing bets on cricket match-
es. While addressing
media persons here at
Police Control Room on
Tuesday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that
joint teams of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and vari-
ous police stations are

working under the super-
vision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, CSP
(Bhilai) Nikhil Rakhecha
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui to bust the
branches of Mahadev
App, Reddy Anna and
Ambani Boom online bet-
ting apps. Suspects in-
volved in these activities
are being constantly moni-
tored and the network of
informers has been acti-
vated. Earlier, action was
taken against one such
branch by a joint team of
Chowki Smriti Nagar,
Police Station Supela and
Anti Crime Cyber Unit.
Evidence was collected in
relation to other persons
involved in Mahadev App
after which separate
teams of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit, Chowki
Smriti Nagar and Police
Station Supela were sent
to other states. In this se-
quel, residents of Durg
Bhilai were arrested from
a rented house in the
Mopka area of Bilaspur.
Chowki Smriti Nagar re-
ceived a tip off regarding
these people. On the in-
structions of senior offi-
cers, a special team led by
Inspector Durgesh

Sharma (SHO, Supela) and
Inspector Santosh Mishra
(I/c ACCU) and Sub-
Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh (I/c, Smriti
Nagar) was sent to
Bilaspur on Monday. The
team raided a house in the
Mopka area of Bilaspur
and caught 05 persons who
were operating a branch of
online cricket betting.
They were accepting bets
through panels - Sky 01
Access, Maruti 09, Jupiter
91 Exchange, Ambani 247
and Ambani 365. Police
recovered 04 nos Laptop,
07 nos Mobile, 06 nos
Passbook, 07 nos Cheque

book, 04 nos ATM and 01
nos Register (Accounts).
Legal action is being taken
against the detained per-
sons by Chowki Smriti
Nagar of Police Station
Supela.

The arrested accused
are identified as Rishabh
Thakur (20) son of
Santosh Thakur a resident
of Model Town of Chowki
Smriti Nagar area;
Himanshu Kaushal (19)
son of Gajanand Kaushal
a resident of Tataline
Camp 02; Mohammad
Nisar (18) son of
Mohammad Ibrahim a res-
ident Subhash Chowk

Khurshipar; Manzil
Meghi (26) son of Apoorva
Meghi a resident of
Bongaigaon, Assam and a
juvenile.

Sub-Inspector Likhan
Verma, Constables
Tushar, Jai Narayan
Yadav, Sanjeev Ojha,
Ahfaz Khan from Chwoki
Smriti Nagar and ASI
Samit Mishra, Head
C o n s t a b l e
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constables Rinku Soni,
Pankaj Kumar, Ashwani
Kumar and Javed Khan
from Anticrime and Cyber
Unit played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Surgical strike continues
against online cricket betting

Two branches busted in Bilaspur and Seoni

A nother team of
Durg Police traced

the whereabouts of some
ruffians who were operat-
ing a branch of Mahadev
Book from Seoni in
Madhya Pradesh. The
team conducted a raid at
a house in Seoni and
rounded up ten persons
red-handed while accept-
ing bets on cricket match-
es. The arrested accused
are identified as Niraj
Gupta (32) son of Om
Prakesh Gupta of Fauji
Nagar, Housing Board,
Jamul; Gajendra Nishad
(30) son of Duryodhan
Nishad a resident of
Nankatti, Nandini PS
area; Aniket Kurre (21)
son of Ajay Kurre a resi-
dent of Korba; Neelmani
(26) son of Chintaram
Devdas a resident of
Khairagarh; Nehal Singh

Rajput (23) son of Rajesh
Rajput a resident of
Seoni Madhya Pradesh;
Altaf Raja (19) son of
Late Abdul Qayyum a
resident of Kosabadi,
Korba; Himanshu Singh
(21) son of Anil Kumar a
resident of Niharika,
Korba; Sushank Chandra
(21) son of Ramcharan
Chandra a resident of

Korba; Yogesh Yadav (24)
son of Bodhnath Yadav a
resident of Korba and
Vivek Singh (20) son of
Tankeshwar Singh a resi-
dent of Korba. 16 nos mo-
bile phones; 13 ATM
cards and three Laptops
were recovered from
them. They are being
brought to Durg for fur-
ther legal action.

Ten arrested from Seoni

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2222::  Ranitarai Police
Station conducted a special
combing operation within its
limits on the intervening night
of Tuesday and managed to
trap 14 absconding accused.
With this, Ranitarai Police exe-
cuted 14 pending warrants in a
single day. Officers / personnel
of Ranitarai police station were
involved in this campaign.
Some of the arrested accused
were wanted in years-old war-
rants.  It needs to be men-
tioned here that IGP (Durg
Range) had recently instructed
all the gazetted officers of
District Police to make special
efforts for execution of pend-

ing warrants. Acting on the
instructions, SDOP (Patan)
conducted the special opera-
tion in his sub division under
the guidance of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu. Teams of Ranitarai Police
Station conducted the drive
and searched for the abscond-
ing accused. 

The arrested accused are
identified as Ravindra Kumar
Banchore a resident of Darbar
Mokhali, Chain Singh son of
Amru Ram a resident Gatapar,
Sohanlal Nishad a resident
Rivagahan, Rupesh Tandon a
resident Asoga, Shankar
Tondon, Jayprakash and

Rajendra Sahu of Asoga,
Sourav Banchore a resident of
Mohbhatha, Chandan
Markande a resident of
Ghorari, Jitendra Verma a resi-
dent of Borid, Hiralal
Dewangan of village Asoga;
Lupesh Tondon, Tamradhwaj
Sonwani and Bhavesh
Dewangan of Asoga. 

Sub Inspector Ainu Kumar
Dewangan (I/c, Ranitarai),
Sub-Inspector Narsingh Sahu,
ASI Nakul Thakur, Constable
Tukaram, Akhilesh Sharma,
Taled Chandrakar, Dhananjay
Sinha and Dhankar played a
vital role in arresting the
accused. 

Special combing operation
executes 14 pending warrants 

Bhilai, Nov 22: The
Alumni Association of St
Thomas College, organ-
ised “ALUMNI MEET
2022” at college campus on
November 20, 2022. The
welcome speech was deliv-
ered by Dr Chanda Verma
(Convener of alumni com-
munity), Dr MG Roymon,
Principal of the college
gave presidential address.
A heart warming speech
was delivered by
Himanshu Khandelwal,
President of Alumni com-
mittee. Melodious song

sung by Gautami and
Anushka and the experi-
ences shared by alumni
made atmosphere quite
nostalgic. Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
Co-convener of alumni
community compared the

programme very nicely. Dr
Shabnam Khan was
Convener and Dr Rinchy
Abraham was co-convener
of alumni meet. Vote of
thanks was given by
Puneeta.

Alumni Meet 2022 organised at St Thomas College campus

Bhilai, Nov 22: Team
Navodaya of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s SMS-3 partici-
pated and won the ‘Gold’
Award in the International
Convention on Quality
Control Circle (ICQCC) or-
ganised in Jakarta from
November15-18, 2022 by the
Indonesia Quality
Management Association
(IQMA). Teams from vari-
ous companies from a total
of 14 countries (China,
India, Japan, Bangladesh,
Korea, Thailand,

Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia etc. participated
in it. It is a matter of pride
that ‘Navodaya’ team of
SMS-3 is one of the first
three Lean QC teams from
BSP to secure a ‘Gold’
award in an International
convention. ‘Navodaya’ QC
team won the ‘Gold award’
at the Plant level ‘Gunvatta
2021’ competition and then
went on to win the ‘Par-
Excellence award’ at
National-level Coimbatore
convention, qualifying for

the International
Convention at Jakarta. The
team has successfully en-
sured availability of
Teeming Ladle transfer car
3 in SMS 3. Its average
availability is 95 % now.
Sunil Deshmukh (BE
Department) was the Co-or-
dinator, Rajat Kumar
Sarkar (SMS 3
Department) was the
Facilitator, Vandana Soni
(SMS 3 Department) was
the Leader and Reena (SMS
3 Dept) was Dy Leader of
this team. In this competi-
tion, Quality Circle teams
were evaluated by
International judges on the
basis of reports submitted
by them (85%), Case pres-
entation and Case and Quiz
based on Quality Circle
Tools and Techniques
(15%) by the teams. After
the team’s arrival in Bhilai,
they were congratulated by
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
SK Kar, CGM (SMS 3) and
Senior officials of SMS 3.

‘Navodaya’ team bags 
‘Gold’ award in ICQCC, Jakarta

Bhilai, Nov 22: 

Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continu-
ously working towards
keeping Bhilai city clean
and beautiful and in this
series, unlawful posters
and pamphlets, hoard-
ings like publicity mate-
rials are being removed
every day. On Tuesday, il-
legal posters and publici-
ty materials were re-
moved in areas under
Khursipar Zone. Even
after repeated reminders,
posters and hoardings

are not being removed,
on which fine is also
being imposed.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas has given instruc-
tions to the officers for re-
moval of the propaganda
material and random
posters from government
property. In compliance,
the staff of the
Corporation is taking ac-
tion to remove the public-
ity material from road
side and electric poles.

Those pasted on the di-
viders are also being re-
moved as they are posing
hindrance to the traffic
on road.

Action was taken in all
the zones with the help of
tractor and earthmover.
Similar action will be
taken in every ward area
of ??the city. Notices are
also being issued to those
who put up promotional
material in government
properties without per-
mission.

BMC removes unlawful posters, 
publicity material from public places 

Bhilai, Nov 22: In order
to keep the traffic system
smooth on the main roads
of the city, Durg
Municipal Corporation ad-
ministration took action
to remove the encroach-
ments on the roadside.
During this drive, 5 carts
illegally installed at
Chandi Square were re-
moved, as well as 10 junk
vehicles such as bikes and
scooters found lying on the
roadside right from
Chandi Square to
Kankalin Temple were re-
moved. Acting on the ap-
plication received in

“Collector Janchoupal” ac-
tion was also initiated to
remove the shed of Vikas
Cycle & Welding Stores.
The owner Narad agreed
to the corporation officials
to remove the same by
evening. The team warned
that in case it is not re-
moved by evening action
will be taken by Municipal
Corporation. Building offi-
cer Prakashchand
Thawani, encroachment
officer Shiv Sharma, rev-
enue inspector Durgesh
Gupta and horticulture in-
charge Anil Singh were
present during the drive.

DMC acts on roadside encroachment,
carts & junk vehicles removed

Bhilai, Nov 22: 

A new record was cre-
ated at new slab caster #
6 of SMS-II when 33 heats
were cast through a sin-
gle tundish which is only
guaranteed to provide a
life of 17 heats.
Applauding this achieve-
ment, Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Bhilai Steel
Plant and Tapas
Dasgupta congratulated
the SMS-II collective for
achieving this commend-
able feat.

On this occasion, SK
Ghosal, CGM (SMS-II)

cut a cake in CP1 of cast-
er # 6 amongst the cheers
and applauds of SMS-II
team. Emphasizing the
importance of continu-
ous improvement, he
said that Continuous
Casting Shop of SMS-II is
now fully geared up to
scale new heights by fo-
cusing on Safety,
C o n t i n u o u s
I m p r o v e m e n t ,
Operational discipline
and Time Based
Maintenance. Also pres-
ent on this occasion were
Sudhir Kumar, GM (SMS-
II), Yogesh Shastri,

GM(SMS-II) Mech, N
Shrikanth, S Debsikdar,
T Govind, N Ramesh,
Sovan Mishra, Saurabh
Jain, IB Mishra, Rajiv
Shrivasatav, K Rajkumar.

The Caster # 6 team led
by Alok Mathur, GM (O),
CCS shared that they
were able to enhance the
number of heats through
Tundish by maintaining
a very strict operational
regime and measuring
Tundish Shell tempera-
ture on continuous basis.
Marching ahead, it may
be noted that while the
team was celebrating
casting 33 heats through
a single Tundish in pre-
vious sequence, a new
record of 34 heats was
being created right out-
side the control room as
the ladle carrying 34th
heat was swung in cast-
ing position. SK Ghosal
congratulated all for this
excellent performance
and enthused them to
keep this spirit of contin-
uous improvement alive
and vibrant.

SMS-II creates another record

Bhilai, Nov 22: A grand two day
exhibition on the theme Hamar
Chhattisgarh” will be organised
in the Hemchand Yadav
University Campus on November
24 and 25. The 25 government
and non government colleges
affiliated to the University will be
presenting information about
various components related to
Chhattisgarh. Giving this infor-
mation, the Vice-Chancellor,
Student Welfare, Dr Prashant
Srivastava said that the direct
benefit of this exhibition will be
to those students of the universi-
ty who are about to appear in
various competitive examina-
tions. In this exhibition consoli-
dated information on
Chhattisgarh’s water bodies,
sports, cuisine, costumes, food,

mineral wealth, religious places,
fasts, festivals, folk dances,
school and higher education, for-
est resources, etc. will be avail-
able at a single place. The regis-
trar Bhupendra Kuldeep, said
that the main objective of this
exhibition being organised under
the guidance of the Vice-
Chancellor of the University, Dr
Aruna Palta, is to make the gen-
eral public and students aware of
Chhattisgarh’s cultural heritage
and self-respect. Completely free
of cost, this exhibition will be
open for all the people on
November 24-25 from 12:00 hrs
to 16:00 hrs. 15 private and 10
government colleges will partici-
pate in this exhibition. These col-
leges are from Durg, Bemetara,
Balod, Kabirdham, Rajnandgaon. 

Exhibition ‘Hamar Chhattisgarh’
at Hemchand Yadav 

University from Nov 24

Penamma Samuel 

Bhilai: Retired JLNH Staff Nurse Penamma

Samuel (former member of MGO Church,

Bhilai) left for heavenly abode on Tuesday. Last

rites of the mortal remains will be performed at

Ernakulam (Kerala) on Nov 23. She was the wife

of M Samuel and mother of Lisi and Jessy and

mother-in-law of Santosh and Oman Joseph.

Obituary

Bhilai, Nov 22: Police
have arrested the kingpin
of illegal scrap trade in
Durg. Few days ago, his
two accomplices were ar-
rested with scrap worth Rs
3 lakhs. On the basis of the
statements given by the ar-
rested accused, police
managed to trap the king-
pin of the illegal scrap
trade. CSP Vaibhav
Banker (IPS) informed
that on November 10, Durg
Police had arrested
Jitendra Sarthi and Sushil
Sarthi of Harnabandha
Durg on charges of pos-
sessing illegal scrap. A
mini truck loaded with
iron rods, old ladders, rail-
way springs and other
scrap worth Rs 3 lakhs was
recovered from them near
Reliance Petrol Pump in
Ganjpara. The arrested ac-
cused disclosed that the
scrap belongs to Nadeem
Kabadi of Takiyapara.
Police team searched for

his whereabouts but he
had escaped. Acting on a
tip off, the accused was ar-
rested on Tuesday. The ac-
cused Nadeem Azmi (38)
son of Mohammad Siraj
Azmi a resident of Ward 8,
Takiyapara, Durg was
booked under the provi-

sions mentioned in sec-
tions 41 (1+4) of CrPC and
Section 379 of IPC.
Inspector SN Singh, Head
Constable Nemu Prasad
Sahu, Constables Anup
Sahu and Mithilesh Sahu
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Kingpin of illegal 
scrap trade arrested 



WEDDING ATTIRE

Girls dressed in different wedding attires in the competition as part of annual celebrations held at Maharaja
Agrasen International College, here on Tuesday.

Ch’garh soon to have drone and UAV manufacturing unit

New Delhi/Raipur, Nov
22: The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment today signed two
MoUs (Memorandum of
Understandings) at the
Chhattisgarh Business
Summit 2022 at India
International Trade Fair-
2022 in Pragati Maidan
here. The MoUs were
signed for setting up
ethanol production plant
and drone and UAV man-
ufacturing unit.

Business delegates and
entrepreneurs from
across the country partic-
ipated in the summit or-
ganized for Business, en-
trepreneurs and ex-
porters from electronics,
minor forest produce and
handicrafts and hand-
loom.

A MoU was signed be-
tween the state govern-

ment and Rajesh Gautam
of NKJ Biofuel, Durg for
setting up ethanol pro-
duction plant in coopera-
tive sector with an invest-
ment of Rs 140 crores,
while another MoU was
inked with Manish Bajpai
of Daybest Research
Private Ltd for setting up
4500 drone and UAV man-
ufacturing units at the in-
vestment of Rs five crore.

In the Business
Summit, Chhattisgarh
Labor Minister Shiv
Daharia encouraged en-
trepreneurs to invest in
the state while giving in-
formation about industri-
al possibilities in
Chhattisgarh. He said
that Chhattisgarh is a
progressive state full of
possibilities. He main-
tained that under the new

industrial policy of the
state government, many
types of concessions and
facilities are being given
to the entrepreneurs. He
urged the entrepreneurs
and investors to visit
Chhattisgarh and take ad-
vantage of the facilities
by contributing in the
progress and develop-
ment of the state.

Addressing the sum-
mit, Chhattisgarh
Commerce and Industries
Special Secretary Him
Shikhar Gupta informed
in detail the investment
and business possibilities
in the state. He informed
the delegates that the
state government has pro-
visioned special packages

and concessions to priori-
tize agriculture and forest
based industries as well
as to create a better envi-
ronment for investment.
Besides, the rules for es-
tablishment and opera-
tion of industries have
also been simplified.

He added that
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has come up with
various exemptions, in-
centives and benefits to
the manufacturers inter-
ested in setting up a unit
in the state. He elaborated
that the state government
provides special startup
packages, incubators for
agriculture and service
sector and single window
system clearance.

Gupta said that
Chhattisgarh has all the
resources required for
setting up manufacturing
units. There is ample
power in Chhattisgarh,
availability of skilled
workers, land bank, low
power tariff, and SEZ poli-
cy is also available in the
new industrial policy
2019-24 that focuses on
both core and non-core
sectors.

During the summit,
various presentations
were given on exploring
business opportunities in
Chhattisgarh in Minor
forest produce, handi-
crafts and handloom and
tourism. Managing
Director Minor Forest
Produce S S Bajaj and
Director Rural Industries
P Arun Prasad explained
how the state offers a con-
ducive business environ-
ment for investors and in-
vited them to explore
business opportunities by
investing in the state.
Ismail Ersahin of World
Association of
Investment Promotion
Agencies also gave a pres-
entation at the summit.

AIIMS-R conducts orientation 
program for new MBBS students

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
welcomes all new entrants in
the 11th Batch of the MBBS pro-
gram with ‘Orientation-2022’.
Senior faculty members moti-
vated new students to continue
excelling in their lives and to
mark their presence with a pro-
fessional approach.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar,
Director, said that during the
last ten years, AIIMS Raipur has
marked its presence at the
national level by ranking in the
top 50 medical institutions of
the country. ‘It is a proud
moment for all of us, including
students, as we enter the new
era of our life. It is rigorous
efforts by students supported
by their parents and family
members to get admission to
the Institute of national impor-
tance. During their five years of
study, students can learn soft
skills through recreational activ-
ities in the AIIMS. We hope that

it will cherish their memory for-
ever. The Institute has the best
faculty members, research, and
state-of-the-art training facili-
ties. All students have a great
responsibility as they will be
flag bearers. Ensure that profes-
sional education will serve the
country in coming years, he
said.

Dean (Academics) Prof. (Dr.)
Alok Chandra Agrawal said that
AIIMS-R has included communi-
cation skills, local language
learning, professional ethics,
and a simulation lab to ease

their learning. ‘A mentor has
been assigned to every student.
They will guide them in the
Institute, he added. Dean
(Examinations) Prof. Eli
Mohapatra hoped that students
would get inspiration from the
Institute’s senior faculty mem-
bers and be able to mark their
presence. The program was
conducted by the coordinator
Prof. Ramanjan Sinha. Dr. K.
Vijaya Kumar, HoD, Anatomy
Department, also emphasized
the importance of Anatomy dur-
ing the program.

Five PIOs fined Rs 25000 each

Raipur, Nov 22: Right to
Information Act 2005 is in
force with the aim of ensur-
ing transparency and ac-
countability in the function-
ing of government and ad-
ministration in a democrat-
ic system. This act is prov-
ing to be a millstone to
make the citizens aware
about the activities of the
government.

Chhattisgarh State
Information Commissioner
AK Agrawal has recom-
mended disciplinary action
against a Public
Information Officer (PIO)
besides imposing a fine of
Rs 25000 on five PIOs each.
In one such case Gorelal
Sahu of Raipura applied to
PIO and Assistant
Conservator of Forests
(CAMPA), Chief Executive
Officer CAMPA
Mahasamund on 27 March

2021 under the Right to
Information Act 2005. A de-
mand was made for certi-
fied CAMPA Form 14 avail-
able in the office from
September 2020 to February
2021. On non-receipt of in-
formation, a complaint was
submitted to the
Commission on 3 June 2021.

After looking into this
complaint the State
Information Commissioner
AK Agrawal found that
PIO’s reply into the matter
was not satisfactory. He
fined the erstwhile PiO,
Assistant Forest
Conservator (CAMPA),
Chief Executive Officer
CAMPA Mahasamund DKS
Mourya Rs 25000 each
under Section 20 (1) of Right
to Infomration Act and in-
structed Principal Chief
Forest Conservator Aranya
Bhavan Naya Raipur to in-
form the commission after
recovering the amount of
fine from the concerned of-
ficers.

Two cubs of leopard
found in Indravati

Tiger Reserve
Both cubs kept in Jungle

Safari (Zoo) Raipur

Raipur, Nov 22: Two
leopard cubs found re-
cently in Cherpalli village
under Madaded buffer vil-
lage area of ??Indravati
Tiger Reserve, Bijapur
have been kept in Jungle
Safari (Zoo) Raipur. Both
the leopard cubs were
tested by the vet and both
the cubs were found
healthy in the test.

On the evening of 12th
November, two leopard
cubs were rescued by the
local villagers from the
dogs. The villagers
brought them to
Cherpalli village under
the Indravati Tiger
Reserve and gave infor-
mation to the forest staff
of the local Tiger
Reserve. As soon as the
information was re-
ceived, Deputy Director
Ganveer Dhammasheel
along with his forest staff
reached village Cherpalli
and inquired about the
cubs in detail from the
local villagers.

PRSU into semis of East
Regional Tennis championship

Raipur, Nov 22: Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University (PRSU) team
on Tuesday qualified for
the All India
Championship and Khelo
India event after register-
ing victory in the quarter
final matches of East
Regional Inter University
Tennis tournament in

both boys and girls cate-
gory held at Jadhavpur
University Kolkata.

Providing the above in-
formation, the Sports
Officer Rupendra Singh
Chouhan said that PRSU
team defeated Guwahati
with the score of 2-0 in
boys quarter final match-
es. Vasu Gupta and Ajay

Tandi registered victo-
ries for PRSU team in the
quarters to enter into the
semis of Regional Tennis
championship.

Similarly, Pakhi Bhatt
and Urvashi Banjare won
their matches for 
PRSU to defeat the 
SOA University in girls
category.

Focus will be onto reduce
crime percentage: IG Yadav
Raipur, Nov 22: IG Ajay
Yadav has taken charge as
IG (Intelligence) and IG
Raipur at C-4 building of
Old Police headquarters
here on Tuesday. On this oc-
casion SSP and other police
officers of the district were
present and accorded him
warm welcome. IG Ajay
Yadav asked the police per-
sonnel present to better the
policing system and ex-
pressed his commitment to
spruce up the system and
by establishing good coor-
dination of police adminis-
tration with common men.

IG Ajay Yadav said that
he will work with convic-
tion and by holding coordi-
nation with the Raipur
team police. Speaking on
the occasion he said that
this is his second Range
and here entire team is

working to its full and their
coordination too is good.
Many a big cases have been
solved, he said and added
that his focus would be on
to reduce the crime per-
centage and increase the
percentage of due punish-
ment to those found guilty
in any crime.

IG Yadav said that crime
in capital city is always a
challenge and since all are
well aware of their respon-
sibilities, all he wants is
that they all should try to
fulfill to their level-best.

BJP to enter into electoral mode in aggressive mode

Raipur, Nov 22:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would contest the
2023 Legislative Assembly
polls in aggressive mode
instead of being defensive.

Newly-appointed in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Om Prakash
Mathur made the above
statement while address-
ing the senior leaders of
the party including the
Members of Parliament
(MPs) and Members of
Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) at a meeting held
at party headquarters
here.

Addressing the leaders,
he said that the people
have expectations from

BJP as it works for every
section of society and
added that that the party
leaders should highlight
the works of Narendra
Modi government whenev-
er they visit their respec-
tive region. Party leaders
were also asked to expose
the Congress government
as well as to take a dig on
MLAs of ruling party on
the basis of their perform-

ances during the last four
years. He said that BJP
workers should enter the
electoral fray in aggres-
sive mode as it enjoys sup-
port from every section of
society.

BJP General Secretary
( O r g a n i z a t i o n )
Shivprakash stressed on
the need to increase the
role of party workers in
the field of social service

as well as in the creative
field apart from politics
and added that all the
frontal organizations
should have a work plan
with them for next one
year. He asked them to dis-
cuss the public welfare
programmes of Modi gov-
ernment with public dur-
ing the interaction and
added that they should en-
sure defeat of the
Congress MLAs which
would pave way for the for-
mation of BJP govern-
ment in next polls.

Regional Organizational
Secretary Ajay Jamwal
said that the party office-
bearers should increase
their visits to Mandal level
to channelize the energy of
party workers.

In his welcome address,
the State BJP President
Arun Sao said that the
party office-bearers

should have regular meet-
ing with people during the
Man Ki Baat of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

BJP General Secretary
Vijay Sharma presented
the strategy of the party
on the proposed agitation
next month to ensure ben-
efits of PM Housing
Scheme reaches public as
the present incumbent has
failed to provide its finan-
cial share for the said
scheme.

During his maiden visit,
the central leader in-
charge Om Prakash
Mathur held separate
meetings with MPs,
MLAs, Core Group as well
as State BJP office-bearers
during which the former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh, Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel and others were
present.

CSPC receives the prestigious
‘Skoch Order of Merit’ award 

Raipur, Nov 22: The
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
(CSPC) received the presti-
gious SKOCH ORDER OF
MERIT award in the field
of governance for the ef-
fective implementation of
sustainable developmental
goals in  Chhattisgarh .
The award was presented
to Anup Kumar
Srivastava, Member
Secretary, State Planning
Commission in a virtual
ceremony today.

The award has been

given to the State Planning
Commission for its re-
markable work in the field
of Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs). On this occasion,
Dr. K.K. Subramaniam,
Member State Planning
Commission and Dr. Neetu
Gourdia, Joint Director,
State Planning

Commission were also
present.

It is worth mentioning
that the importance of
this award and honor is
even more because the en-
tire work was done very ef-
ficiently by the
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
even amid the adverse cir-
cumstances of the Corona
period. During this period,
when all the government
works were working with
their minimum resources,
the state planning commi-
sion prepared State
Indicator Framework,
SDG baseline and
progress report and ,dis-

trict indicators to monitor
the efficient implementa-
tion of sustainable devel-
opmental goals. it is note-
worthy that District
Indicators Framework has
also been appreciated by
NITI Aayog, New Delhi
and UNICEF.

The SKOCH Awards are
the country’s premier
recognition conferred by
an independent organiza-
tion to recognize individu-
als, projects and institu-
tions that go the extra mile
to make India a better na-
tion. Best practices in the
areas of digital, financial,
governance and social in-
clusion are incorporated .
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Investment of Rs 140 cr
for setting up ethanol
production unit in
Ch’garh

Two MoUs signed at
Chhattisgarh Business
Summit at IITF-2022

Disciplinary action rec-
ommended on one PIO

Party in-charge Mathur
holds meeting to chalk
strategy

For the implementation
of SDG

Roads in cities will be
improved to facilitate
smooth traffic flow

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  A directive
from the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, has been
issued to ensure smooth traf-
fic flow in all urban areas of
the state and to improve the
roads. All roads in the state
that require repairs, such as
potholes and patch repairs
will be completed as soon as
possible. Necessary funds
have also been allocated for
this purpose. Collectors and
officers of municipal govern-
ments have been directed to
maintain the roads in their
authority. Urban
Administration and
Development has provided
funds to all state bodies. To
promptly improve the roads
in their area, the state has
provided Rs 70 crore to 14
municipal corporations, Rs 44
crore to 44 municipal coun-
cils, and Rs 33 crore 60 lakh to
112 Nagar panchayat.

Raipur, Nov 22: Senior
BJP leader and chair-
man of the National
Commission for
Scheduled Tribes Nand
Kumar Sai has started
agitation on the issue of
tribal reservation. He

sat on dharna on the
roadside by putting up a
tent in Devendra Nagar
area of Raipur.

Sai made it clear that
he would not withdraw
from dharna till the
issue related to the
reservation of the trib-
als of the state is not re-
solved. He said that his
protest would continue
till tribals get 32 percent
reservation. In fact, the
High Court recently re-
duced it from 32 to 20
percent after finding ir-
regularities in the rules
for giving reservation.
The legal battle is also
going on to restore the
provision of 32 percent
reservation.

Today the tribal socie-
ty is worried and upset,
Sai said, adding that
similar agitation has
been launched in
Surguja, Bastar,
Rajnandgaon and
Jashpur. The tribal soci-
ety is feeling disappoint-
ed at scrapping of 32%
reservation, he said.

Vasant Agrawal
Raipur: Vasant
Agrawal, R/o Jal
Vihar Colony,
breathed his last in
Delhi on
Tuesday. He
was 56. The
final rites
will be per-
formed at Marwari
crematorium on Nov
23 at 10:00 am in
Raipur. He was elder
brother of Vivek
Agrawal and father
of Aradhya Agrawal
and was director of
ML Paddy
Processing.

OBITUIARY

Nand Kumar Sai sits
on a dharna 

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director Addressing newly
joined MBBS students during Orientation Program.

Delegation of Satnami Samaj Bilha meets CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2222::  A delegation of
Satnami Samaj Bilha had a cour-
tesy meeting with the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday. They expressed their
gratitude to the Chief Minister
for the development schemes
run by the State Government
that are resulting in progress.
They also invited the Chief
Minister to the celebration event
of Guru Ghasidas Jayanti on Dec

18 as the Chief Guest. The Chief
Minister thanked them for the
invitation.

The Chief Minister Baghel
was presented with an insignia
by the delegation during the
occasion. The President of
Bilaspur Zila Mandi Rajendra
Shukla, President of Satnami
Samaj Bilha Ashok Patle, President
of Yadunandan Nagar Satnami
Samaj Dinesh Lehare, and other
members of Satnami Samaj
including Vinod Diwakar, Bhairon
Prasad Chaturvedi, Rakesh Patle,
and Bhanu Diwakar were also
present on the occasion.

Adarsh International School
organizes Science Exhb

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Science
Exhibition and Anand
Mela was organized at
Adarsh International
School, by the name “FES-
TIVISTA”, a fest full of
knowledge, fun and enjoy-
ment with attractions like
art, craft, science & state
exhibitions & food stalls .
President of Raipur
Kerala Samajam, VG
Shashi Kumar, inaugurat-
ed the exhibition by cut-
ting the ribbon and light-
ing the lamp at 9:00 am.
Students from class 1st to
12th conducted the exhibi-
tion on the basis of art and
culture of Chhattisgarh
including different depart-

ments of science. Mainly
the horror zone created in
the school premises re-
ceived a lot of apprecia-
tion from the visitors.

The chief guest, along
with Principal Mrs.
Jasveer Sarkar, inspected
each model and exhibition
and encouraged the efforts
of the students and teach-
ers. After that, everyone
along with the parents en-
joyed the Anand Mela, in
which traditional dishes of
Chhattisgarh were pre-
pared by the teachers and
students. Some other dish-
es were arranged along
with it.

The main objective of
the program was to in-
form the students and visi-
tors about the culture, tra-
dition and traditional cui-
sine of Chhattisgarh.

Artist Vinod wrote and sang a
song for RMC Mayor Dhebar

Raipur, Nov 22:
Chhollywood artist Vinod
Panda not only wrote the
song himself but also lent
his voice to the works
done by Raipur
Municipal Corporation

Mayor Aiyaz Dhebar. The
song has been composed
by Pandit Vivek Sharma,
a famous singer from
Chhattisgarh. On
Monday, Mayor Aiyaz
Dhebar listened to the
song of Chollywood artist
at his residence and
praised it out. Mr. Panda
said that if you do any
work with a true heart,
then the entire universe
supports you. I wrote a
beautiful song for Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar with my
art, composed the tune
and sang in the music
composition of singer
Pandit Vivek Sharma.
The family members of
Mr Panda were present
on this occasion.

Youth should channelize their thoughts and
imagination more effectively: Prof. Chakrawal

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 22: Under
the National Intellectual
Property Rights
Awareness Program, a
one-day workshop on the
topic of Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR)
and Patent Designs filing
was organized in collabo-
ration with Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh, Central
Placement Cell, IPR Cell,
RGNIIPM Nagpur and
the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, on
November 22, 2022 at
Rajat Jayati Auditorium
of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University).

On this occasion, Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
Himanshu Chandrakar,
examiner, Patents and
Design RGNIIPM
Nagpur, Registrar, Mr.
Suraj Kumar Mehar and
Nodal Officer of Central

Placement Cell, Prof.
Ratnesh Singh were pres-
ent.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that
youth should be aware
about intellectual proper-
ty rights and patent de-
signs and filings. IPR and
Patent are directly relat-
ed to idea and concept.
Through this national
awareness, youth will be
aware of various infor-
mation required for
patent.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal

while addressing the
young students said that
it is not possible for any
one person to have all the
details and information
of any business, so coor-
dination and communi-
cation between the or-
ganizations should flow
continuously so that the
business can be taken
forward.

He said that the youth
should have faith in
themselves. With
courage and hard work
they can establish them-
selves in the field of en-
trepreneurship. Youth

can become partners in
the creation of New India
by incessantly increasing
their qualifications.

While giving informa-
tion about Intellectual
Property Rights,
Himanshu Chandrakar,
Examiner, Patents and
Design, RGNIIPM,
Nagpur, opined that rev-
enue could be earned by
using various tech-
niques. Information was
also provided on how the
idea or concept could be
converted under IPR. He
shared information
about copyright, patent,
trademark and trade se-
cret under IPR by pre-
senting examples of
logos and manufacturing
units of various compa-
nies and organizations.

Program was success-
fully conducted by Dr.
Shalini Menon, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Physical Education. In
the end of the program,
vote of thanks was given
by Dr. Alok Kumar
Kushwaha, Nodal Officer
of the Incubation Center.
On this Occasion all the
Deans, Heads of depart-
ments, officers, teaching
staff and a large number
of students were present.

Inauguration of Robotics/ Artificial Intelligence lab held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Gyan
Ganga Educational
Academy, an institute of
high repute, since 1992
dedicated in the cause of
education & community
services aims to hone the
21st century skills among
students. Taking into
consideration the need of
the modern era

and encourage stu-
dents to enhance their
scientific skills, the
school has collaborated
with All India Council
for Robotics &
Automation. The main

aim is to encourage inno-
vation & entrepreneurial
skills among children.
An inauguration ceremo-
ny of the Robotics Lab
was accomplished on

05.11.2022 in the presence
of the Managing
Director, the Director &
the Principal of the
Academy as well as Mr
Navin Chhabra (the

Director – AICRA), teach-
ers & the students of the
Academy. The NxR & Al
lab provided by AICRA is
a noble mission of
knowledge enhancement
& an endeavor to incul-
cate and develop scientif-
ic temperament in young
learners of today.

NxR Lab is a work-
space where young
minds can give shape to
their ideas through do-it-
yourself mode, and learn
innovation skills.

Students will get a
chance to work with the
latest tools and equip-
ment to understand the
concepts of Science,
T e c h n o l o g y ,
Engineering, and
Mathematics. About
NxR Lab by AICRA: The
NxR & Ai lab is fully

equipped with compo-
nents that are used for
robot building and differ-
ent projects of AI & IOT,
The students will be
trained regularly by the
faculty from the coordi-
nation center on the
guidelines of the latest
Robotics as per the roos-
ter set up by the school
for preparing students to
test their skills by be-
coming a member of
Technoxian and partici-
pating and prove their
mettle and positioning in
the competitive field of
NxR. AICRA has con-
firmed that the Lab will
be guided by their sub-
ject expert Navin Chabra
(Director, AICRA) and
Parichaay Chakrvarty
has been named the local
coordinator of the lab.

Tulsi bracelet around the neck, identity of
Vaishnav people: Mahant Ramsundar Das

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 22: Tulsi
bracelet around the neck
is the identity of Vaishnav
people. The example of
charity of Vaishnav
Brahmin society is worth
knowing for entire
Chhattisgarh. Before inde-
pendence, Mahant
Digvijay Das, the Vaishnav
king of Rajnandgaon
princely state, not only
planned an underground
drain for Rajnandgaon
princely state, but also
arranged for the people of
Raipur to get pure drink-
ing water. The chief guest,
Mahant of Dudhadhari
Math and Chairman of
Gau Seva Commission, Dr.
Ram Sundar Das, said
while addressing the
Diwali meet program of
Akhil Bharatiya Vaishnav
Brahmin Seva Sangh or-
ganized on Sunday at
Nimbarka premises.
Mahant said that not only
this, worried about the ex-
pansion of education, not
only donated hundreds of
acres of land and money
but also the Sanskrit
school was established by
my Guru Vaishnav Das

Vaishnav, Mahant of
Dudhadhari Math. The es-
tablishment of Mahant
Ghasidas Vaishnav
Museum and Rajkumar
College is a unique exam-
ple of charity of Vaishnav
society. On this occasion,
Mahant Ramsunder Das,
President of Gau Seva
Aayog, felicitated the
achievers of Vaishnav
Brahmin Sangh by giving
mementos, which includes
Dr. Tayonidhi Vaishnav,
Dr. T.K. Vaishnav and
Priyanka Vaishnav.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Dr. Saurabh Nirvani
announced that he would
provide Nimbarka premis-
es free of cost for family
functions of Vaishnava
community. National Vice
President of Seva Sangh,
member of Raj Parivar
Chhuikhadan, Lalla JK
Vaishnav, State President
Rakesh Das Vaishnav,
State President of Yuva
Seva Sangh, Mani

Vaishnav, President of
Women’s Unit Lalita
Vaishnav, District
Panchayat Member
Pragya Nirvani, Dr.
Saurabh Nirvani, Rajnesh
Vaishnav addressed the
function. Dr. Neena
Vaishnav, Prabha Nirvani,
Neena Vaishnav, Priyanka
Vaishnav, district mem-
bers Hemant Vaishnav,
Havendra Vaishnav, Sarita
Vaishnav, Seemant
Ramavat, Neha Vaishnav,
Suresh Vaishnav,
Dr.Haldhar Vaishnav,
Engineer Upendra
Vaishnav, Neha Vaishnav
from Doha (Qatar) ,
Priyanshu Vaishnav,
Parmeshwar Vaishnav,
Brijraj Kishore Das,
Sandeep Sharma, Yogesh
Shastri, along with
Vaishnav brothers and sis-
ters, were felicitated by
Prabha Nirvani, former
municipality president, by
presenting them with
Tulsi bracelets.

BoM organises rally, 
customer meet 

Raipur, Nov 22: Vigilance
Awareness Week was ob-
served throughout the
country from October 31,
2022 to November 06, 2022
as per the guidelines of the
Central Vigilance
Commission, Government
of India. Bank of
Maharashtra, Raipur Zone
organised bike rally on
November 05, 2022 on the
basis of its theme –
“Corruption Free India for

Developed Nation”.
Officers and employees
from Raipur Zonal Office
and all branches of the city
participated in this rally.
Pamphlets on vigilance
awareness were distrib-
uted to the people during
the rally. Apart from this,
on November 15, a special
customer meeting was or-
ganised by the Bank of
Maharashtra, Raipur
Zonal Office under
Vigilance Awareness
Campaign. Zonal Manager
Mr. Prashant Kumar Raju
presided over this pro-

gram. The program was co-
ordinated and led by Mr.
Amit Kumar. The steering
team consisted of Mr.
Naveen Tejwani, Mrs.
Sutpa Sarkar and Mr.
Manikya Beshra. In charge
of crime branch attended
the event as chief guest
and highlighted many spe-
cial aspects for vigilance
awareness. He expressed
his sentiments through
several case studies. All the
audience praised this pro-
gram a lot and demanded
to organise such educative
programs in future.

Govt fulfilled promises made 
to farmers, poor: CM

Rajnandgaon, Nov 22:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel started the Bhent
Mulaqat Program by light-
ing the earthen lamp in
front of Chhattisgarh
Mahatari’s picture and
dedicating garlands. The
Chief Minister said that
more people have shown
up to listen than the ex-
pected number, today I
have come here accompa-
nied by public representa-
tives and officers to meet
you. I had visited Surgi
earlier as well and had sat
on a Durrie while talking
to the villagers and benefi-
ciaries of various state
government schemes at
length. CM said that we
have launched ‘Karz
maafi’ (Loan waiver) for
you and introduced
schemes like Rajiv Gandhi
Kissan Nyay Yojana. We
decided to fulfill the prom-
ises made for the benefit of
farmers after the forma-
tion of our Government.

CM holds discussions
with beneficiaries 

of GNY
Surgi: Meanwhile, Sonia
Sahu said that
she is selling cow
dung every week
and the money is
being received
along with the
amount under Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana.

Parvati of Kotarbhata
told that she sells 50 quin-
tals of cow dung in a week.
Chief Minister surprisingly
replied “This much”? Then
Parvati corrected and said
not in quintals, in kg. She
said that she received Rs
8,000 in her bank account.

The women of Sanskar
Sahayata Group told that
they have earned Rs 3 lakh
and distributed it all among
themselves. I opened a gen-
eral store using this
amount. We also want to
start mushroom produc-
tion. “Will definitely make
arrangements for this”,
Chief Minister replied.

Ram Nishad told that he
is using vermi compost in
his farms. Chief Minister
said that Vermi compost is
beneficial in multiple ways.
Officers should encourage
its production and sale.

Onkar Prasad Baghel,
the beneficiary of Rajiv
Gandhi Landless
Agricultural Laborer
Justice Scheme, told that
the scheme has proven to be
a boon for him, he is receiv-
ing regular installments.
Sevaram Bhole said that he
has received two install-
ments.

We are giving 
double the award to 

farmers: CM
Surgi: Shyamlal expressed
his views over
Bharatmala, to
which the Chief
Minister replied,
that we had told
the farmers that
for this we had decided to
give double the amount
after passing the award.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the earlier
rewards were paid retroac-
tively. Concerning about the
separate distribution of
compensation, he also said
that awards issued previous
to the decision yielded less
money. That is why we de-
cided to pay the farmers
twice the money. He said
about the same to the farm-
ers in detail.

Kamleshwari said 
she is getting rice free 

of cost now
Surgi: Kamleshwari ex-
pressed dissatis-
faction over the
hike in gas
prices saying
that she pur-
chased a gas
stove for some relief, but
now she has to keep
switching back to a wood
stove due to surge in
prices.

Chief Minister said that
the prices of all these
items are fixed by the
Centre. We are making
constant efforts to ensure
that all the beneficiaries
are getting ration accord-
ing to their needs.

He added that

Chhattisgarh is the only
state where ration is so
cheap. We are working to
put money in people’s
pockets.

Mobile clinic vehicles 
regularly visit his 
village: Bachuram

Surgi: Bachuram said
that he has not re-
ceived the benefits of
the scheme for land-
less agricultural
labourers. Chief
Minister directed the
officers to look into the
matter.

CM said that Senji
cuts his hair. They are
also eligible beneficiar-
ies of this scheme.
Blacksmiths are also
eligible. Maharaj wor-
shiped in Sheetla tem-
ple, he is also eligible,
provided they do not
own any land.

Children of SAGEMS an-
swers question to CM in

English
Surgi: Chief Minister said,
“Fantastic” and talked
about his school.
Y a s h w a n t
Janghel an-
swered the ques-
tions of the
Chief Minister in fluent
English and delighted the
crowd. Poonam Sahu an-
swered in English that the
Chief Minister built a
school even during the pan-
demic.

On this Chief Minister
said, “Aap man sunev.
Bachhi ha gitmit gitmit
Angrezi mein tezi le bolis.
Katka jhan la samajh ais.”
Then he said praised the
work being done in schools
and said that our children
can speak such good
English.
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Workshop organized on
Intellectual Property
Rights and Patent
Designs Filing

At Gyan Ganga
Educational
Academy, Raipur

Akhil Bharatiya
Vaishnav Brahmin 
Seva Sangh Diwali
meet concludes 

On Vigilance
Awareness Week

Holds talks with vari-
ous beneficiaries dur-
ing Bhent Mulaqat in
village Surgi

Branch of District
Cooperative Bank to
be opened in Surgi.
Ground development

and lighting in Surgi
High School.
Administrative ap-

proval of Hardi-Surgi
road.
Restoration of

S o m n i - N av a g a o n
road.
Development of irri-

gation facility and
construction of drain
from Sukha Nala
Barrage to
Aalikhunta.
Announcement of

opening paddy pro-
curement center in
Manki, a dependent
village of Torankatta.
Beautification and

pachari construction
in Budhadev pond of
Bharegaon.
Renovation of

Bhaneshwari temple
and beautification of
pond in village
Singhola.
Construction of two

additional rooms in
high school at
Ranitarai and one ad-
ditional room at
Dhamansara.

Announcements made by CM in village Surgi 

 And Anand Mela
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MMuunnggeellii,,  NNoovv  2222::  

Various students and chil-
dren of the region were felici-
tated as part of Child Safety
Week, being run by the District
Collector and Superintendent
of Police. They were taken on a
tour of Kanan Pendari with the
aim of encouraging sports in
the district and a special
awareness campaign on child
protection and child rights was
organized jointly with Child
Line at Government High
School Kotri under Thana
Lormi.  On the last day of Child
Safety Week, the concluding
program was organized at
Eklavya Adarsh ??Vidyalaya
Bandhwa and in the pro-

gramme, cultural programs,
group dance, group song were
organized for the children.
Here it takes a mention that
under Bajjar Mungeli Abhiyan,
training is being imparted by
skilled trainers in sports like
Silambam, Malkhamb, Judo-

Karate, and Taekwondo and a
special awareness program on
child protection and child
rights was also organized in
the presence of chief guest
Sheelu Sahu, district panchay-
at member.  In the closing pro-
gram, Deputy Superintendent

of Police Sadhna Singh gave
information about the rights
and laws of the children along
with the information about the
Abhivyakti app. Station in-
charge Lalpur Virendra
Kshatriya informed about the
crimes against children and
the functioning of the police.
Umakant Kashyap, Center
Coordinator of Child Line, gave
information about the utility of
Child Line Number 1098 and
Juvenile Justice (Care
Protection of Children) Act
2015, Child Welfare
Committee and Juvenile
Justice Board. Female consta-
ble Babita Shriwas informed
the children about good touch
and bad touch. 

Children felicitated as
part of Child Safety Week Lara, Nov 22: Gurdeep

Singh, CMD, NTPC and
Chandan Kumar Mandal,
Director (Commercial)
NTPC flagged-off the first
rake of coal from Talaipali
coal mine to NTPC Lara
through MGR on 21st
November 2022.

The length of MGR
track from Lara to
Talaipali is 65 KMs. With
commencement of coal
transportation from
Talaipali mine, fuel re-
quirement of Lara station
will be fulfilled greatly and
that will be resulted into
meeting the energy need
of Chhattisgarh and cen-
tral Indian states. The an-
nual coal requirement of
Lara station is around 7-8
million metric ton (MMT).

At present from its in-
stalled capacity of 1600
megawatt, 50 percent elec-
tricity i.e., 800 megawatt is

being supplied to state
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion
Ashwini Kumar Tripathy,

RED (WR-II & OS), Partha
Mazumder, RED (Coal
mining), Diwakar
Kaushik, BUH (Lara) SK
Ray, BUH (Talaipali) and
Neeraj Jalota, BUH
(Dulanga) and other sen-
ior officials were present
in the flagging-off ceremo-
ny. Upon reaching the coal
rake at Lara station a
small function was organ-
ized. Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) expressed his
happiness and congratu-
lates all employees for this
historical moment of Lara
station. Addressing the
employees Kaushik
praised the effort of each
employee who was associ-
ated with this work and
urged everyone to put
their best effort to take
Lara station to new
heights.

Lara receives first rake of coal through MGR
 From Talaipali

Jagdalpur, Nov 22: The
traffic department of
Chhattisgarh government
celebrates traffic week
every year to make the gen-
eral public aware about it,
but it is not known when
the general public will be-
come aware. And no one
knows when the attention
of the government will go
towards this. This is the
reason why the high speed
recklessly driven passen-
ger buses have become fatal
for the passengers. These
buses running at a wild
speed between Jagdalpur to
Raipur on National
Highway 30, without think-
ing about the safety of the

passengers in the vehicle.
The drivers of the bus get
out of control with the
speed that whenever the ve-
hicle gets out of their con-
trol, it crashes. Sometimes
the competition to reach
first and sometimes the
craving of leaving behind
their opponent’s vehicle
makes them so adven-
torous that they do not de-
sist from taking any step
without thinking about the
good or the bad, no matter
what the result may be. It
has been seen that the com-
mon man has the only
means of travelling from
Jagdalpur to Raipur by bus
and in which they rely

upon the driver for a safe
journey by paying heavy
fare. But it is astonishing to
see that these drivers nei-
ther care for his own safety
nor that of the passengers
and their family who are
dependent upon him.
That’s why neither they
care about the traffic rules
while driving the bus, nor
the caution and safety to be
adopted on their part, de-
spite knowing the fact that
the result of all this can be
disastrous. The sad thing is
that innocent passengers
have to pay the price for
such arbitrariness, care-
lessness and reckless driv-
ing of the drivers. After the

accident, no matter what
punishment someone gets,
the damage done can never
be compensated, nor can
anything be achieved by re-
morse and still the drivers
of the private buses do not
want to understand. This is
a matter of concern not
only for the bus owners, the
RTO issuing permit to such
bus owners and raises
question on timely check-
ing of mental and physical
status of the drivers prior
to travel and not but the
least adhering to traffic and
road safety rules for safe
driving, especially when it
comes to life of a common
men or passenger travel-

ling in their buses, with as-
surance of reaching desti-
nation of their near & dear
ones and not taking it for
granted their lives.
The bus accident on
National Highway 30 in the
early morning of 14
November is a tragic result
of such a state of mind of
the bus driver. As narrated
about the incident, a pas-
senger bus leaving Raipur
on the night of 13
November, while trying to
overtake a speeding truck
running in front of it near
Bhanpuri in the early
morning, went out of con-
trol and collided with the
divider. The impact of the

collision was so severe that
its door portion got stuck
into the divider. It was by
the grace of God that the
passengers in the bus suf-
fered minor injuries. Just a
few days back, in a similar
horrific accident, a speed-
ing bus rammed into a car
near Metwada in a drunk-
en state of overtaking,
killing five friends in the
car.

The government is alert
for road safety and traffic
week, the department is
also active, but when will
we become conscious of in-
stalling speed-governors in
vehicles and taking strict
action on those violating it.

High speed passenger buses proving fatal for passengers!
On National Highway between Raipur- Jagdalpur

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  2222::  

On the directions of Sub-
Divisional Officer Pooja Bansal
and the orders of the district
administration, a public redres-
sal camp was organized at
Government Thakur Dalganjan
Higher Secondary School Many
sarpanchs, district members,
councillors, panchs etc. were
also present in the programme
and a total of 398 applications
were received in the camp.

Among the applications,
more applications were
received in relation to social
security pension, making of
ration card, caste certificate,
construction of toilet under
Pradhan Mantri Yojana, pen-
sion, Rajiv Ashray Patta,
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman

Nidhi etc. Instructions have
been given to resolve those as
soon as possible by sending
them to the concerned people
with proper notes. 

District Panchayat
Fingeshwar Chief Executive
Officer, Naib Tehsildar Khoman
Dhruv, MNREGA Project Officer
along with the chief officers of
the local government office
was present in the camp along
with their staff. 

The S.D.M. also informed
that a similar camp has also
been organized in Rajim Nagar
Panchayat,where a total of 95
applications have been
received.

Public redressal
camp organized

 398 applications
received 

RRaaiiggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  2222::

An elephant allegedly died of
electrocution in a forest of
Raigarh district, a forest official
said on Monday. The carcass of a
female elephant, aged around 15
years, was found in the jungles
near Amlidih village under the
Dharamjaigarh forest division on
Sunday evening, said Abhishek
Jogawat, divisional forest officer
of Dharamjaigarh division. On
being alerted, the team of forest
personnel reached the spot and
sent the carcass for post-
mortem, he said. Prima facie, it
appears that the elephant died
of electrocution, but the post-
mortem report is awaited to
ascertain the exact cause of the
death, the official said.
Chhattisgarh has reported more
than 50 elephant deaths in the

last four years. Most of the fatal-
ities were reported from
Surguja, Korba, Balrampur,
Surajpur, Raigarh, Jashpur and
Korea districts. 

Elephant found dead in forest 

About the incident
The carcass of a female ele-
phant, aged around 15 years,
was found in the jungles
near Amlidih village under
the Dharamjaigarh forest
division on Sunday evening.
On being alerted, the team
of forest personnel reached
the spot and sent the car-
cass for post-mortem. Prima
facie, it appears that the ele-
phant died of electrocution,
but the post-mortem report
is awaited to ascertain the
exact cause of the death.

KKoorrbbaa,,  NNoovv  2222::  Along with
Vipendra Kumar Sahu, Korba
District President of National
Newspaper Distributor
Association(NNDA), senior
member of Korba Vinod Sinha
took part in a national level
meeting of the Association on
November 20 Sevagram
Ashram Vardha. The meeting
formed national level commit-
tee in which Vinod Kumar
Sinha from Korba and Jishan
Ahmed from Bilaspur were
included as national working

committee member.  The dis-
trict body of the association
gave a warm welcome to Sinha
on his return to T P Nagar
Korba after attending this
meet. Those present were

Vipendra Kumar Sahu,  Navdha
Chauhan, Lakshmi Rathore,
Rajkumar Patel, Murit Ram
Kashyap and others, informs
district president  Vipendra
Kumar Sahu .

Vinod elected executive member
 Of NNDA

Jagdalpur, Nov 22:

Annual function was
organized at Maharani
Lakshmi Bai (MLB)
School, the oldest estab-
lished for women’s edu-
cation located in the dis-
trict headquarters. In
this Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Rekhchand Jain joined
as the chief guest and
hailed the cultural pro-
gramme presented by the
girl students.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Rekhchand
Jain said that this school,
established in 1919, used
to operate under the
name of Greekson

Higher Secondary
School. In 1964, this
school was started sepa-
rately for girls under the
name of Maharani
Lakshmi Bai School. He
said that this school has
made a significant con-
tribution in the field of
women’s education. The
girl students who passed
out from this school are
occupying important
place in the society today
and are serving the coun-
try. He said that continu-
ous work is being done
for the renovation of the
school. Whatever amount
is required will be allo-
cated for further school
development.

On this occasion,
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Kavita Sahu,
Councillor and MiC
member Vikram Singh
Dangi, Councilor

Kamlesh Pathak, Surya
Pani, Sunita Singh,
Komal Sena, Sukhram
Nag, Dayaram Kashyap,
nominated Councilor
Harish Sahu along with
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain,
Sarpanch Sonadhar
Kashyap, Coordinator of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
Sushil Maurya, General
Secretary of City District
Congress Committee
Gaurnath Nag, District
President of Law
Department Awadhesh
Jha, INTUC President
Kuldeep Singh Bhadoria,
NSUI District President
Neelam Kashyap, Youth
Congress Shaima Ashraf,
Hemant Kashyap ,
Mahesh Dwivedi,
Sandeep Das, Luv Miah,
Rajendra Tripathi,
Nitesh Sharma S Neela
Block Education Officer
Mansingh Bhardwaj,
Deputy Block Education
Officer Bharti
Dewangan, Principal
Vandana Madankar
along with school teach-
ers and parents were
present in large num-
bers.

Variety of prog marks annual function in MLB School

 Parliamentary
Secy attends 
annual function 

Rajim, Nov 22:

The regional meeting of
Chhattisgarh Sanatan
Dashnam Goswami Samaj
(CSDGS) was held at com-
munity building near
Mahadev Ghat and in this
it was decided to observe
the ‘Prakatya Samaroh’ of
Lord Dattatray on Dec 7
with religious fervour and
enthusiasm. This decision
was taken jointly in the
presence of ex-regional
President Umesh Bharti,

newly appointed regional
President Ashok Giri
Goswami and State gener-
al secretary Bhupendra
Puri Goswami. The main
agenda of the meeting was
to celebrate the ‘Prakatya
Mahotsav’ of their ‘ardhya
dev’ Lord Shri Dattatray in
the historic city of Rajim
and in the land of Lord
Shri Rajiv Lochan mandir
and the neccessary
preparatoins required for
it. Discussions in this re-
gard were held and for suc-

cessful conduct the respon-
sibility was given to organ-
ising committee District
Goswami Samaj
Gariyaband. District
President Gariyaband
Kashipuri Kundan ap-
pealed the organising com-
mittee to make it a grand
success and get ready for
the preparations required.
On this occasion the mem-
bers of Goswami Samaj
from different places who
had come to attend the
meeting gave their assur-
ance to extend whole-
hearted support. The
meeting was attended by
District President of
Samaj from Durg Dhanraj
Puri, Balod District
President Dushyant Giri,
Gariyaband District
President Kashipuri
Kundan, Dhamtari
District office bearer
Dinesh Goswami, Raipur
District President
Ghanshyam Puri, Bishnu
Gir, Pokhraj Bun, Mukesh
Puri, Kishore Giri, Badri
Puri, Suresh Puri,
Manohar Puri and others.

‘Prakatya Samaroh’ of Lord Shri Dattatray on Dec 7
CSDGS decides to celebrate with great enthusiasm

Jagdalpur, Nov 22: 

A fire broke out in a
gym located at Power
House Chowk in the dis-
trict headquarters on
Sunday morning. Due to
fire, the equipments of the
gym were gutted in fire.
Seeing the smoke coming
out of the house, the peo-
ple around informed the
police. After which police
and fire brigade team
reached the spot and
gained control on the fire.
By then much of the gym
equipments had been
burnt. The damage caused
by the fire is being as-
sessed. Gym owner Ashish
Minj has expressed appre-
hension that the fire was
not caused by a short cir-
cuit but by someone else.

He charged that when the
gym was closed on
Saturday, the electricity
was completely turned off.
So there is no question of
short circuit taking place.
In such a situation, it will
be clear only after the po-
lice investigation, whether
the fire is due to short cir-
cuit or someone has delib-
erately set it under a well-
planned conspiracy.

Kotwali police station
in-charge Eman Sahu says
that only one floor of the
building was caught on
fire and rest are all intact.
A case of Arson has been
established and it is being
investigated from all possi-
bilities. Action will be
taken impartially on what-
ever facts come out after
the investigation.

Fire breaks out in the gym,
equipments gutted in fire
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‘300 terrorists active in J-K’
Poonch (J&K), Nov 22 (PTI): 

Around 300 terrorists are
present in Jammu and
Kashmir, while 160 others
are waiting on the launch
pads for an opportunity to
sneak into this side from
across the Line of Control
(LoC) in Pakistan, a top
army commander said on
Tuesday. However, General
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Northern Command,
Lieutenant General
Upendra Dwivedi said the
security situation in the
Union territory has under-
gone a major change after
the abrogation of Article
370 in August 2019 and ter-
rorist activities have been
controlled to a large extent.

“Around 300 terrorists
are present in length and
breadth of Jammu and
Kashmir but we are mak-
ing sure they are not able to
carry out any action,” the

army commander told re-
porters on the sidelines of
platinum jubilee of historic
‘Poonch Link-up Day’ here.
The platinum jubilee of
Poonch Link-Up Day, mark-
ing the ‘Operation Easy’
conducted by Indian Army
in 1948 to defend the border
district from the Pakistani
raiders, was celebrated
with traditional gaiety and
fervour by the people of
Poonch and the Army.

Asked about the number of
terrorists present on the
launch pads in Pakistan, Lt
Gen Dwivedi said around
160 terrorists are present
across the Line of Control
— 130 in north of Pir
Panchal (Kashmir valley)
and 30 in south of Pir
Panchal.

“As per our data, 82
Pakistani terrorists and 53
local terrorists are active
in the hinterland, while the
area of the concern is the
criminal activities of 170
others who are not identi-
fied,” he said.

Reacting to Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s
recent statement hinting at
retrieving Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), Lt
Gen Dwivedi said a parlia-
mentary resolution exists
on the subject, therefore it
is nothing new. “As far as
the Indian Army is con-
cerned, it will carry out

any order given by the gov-
ernment of India. We are
always ready for it,” he
said. Addressing an in-
fantry day function in
Srinagar on October 27,
the defence minister had
said people of PoK are sub-
jected to human rights vio-
lations and Pakistan has
to pay a price for it. He said
the Indian government is
committed to implement-
ing the 1994 resolution
passed in the Parliament
about retrieving the part of
Kashmir “under illegal oc-
cupation of Pakistan”.

On the security situa-
tion in Kashmir, the army
commander said it has un-
dergone a major change
after the abrogation of
Article 370 and the civil ad-
ministration is doing a
great job to ensure peace
and development and mak-
ing sure terrorism is put
on back seat.

‘No parallel activities can be
allowed in state Cong’

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov
22 (PTI): Apparently rattled
by Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor’s Malabar tour,
Leader of Opposition in the
Kerala assembly, V D
Satheesan on Tuesday said
any kind of sectarianism or
parallel activities would not
be allowed in the party and
warned that such moves
would be dealt with “serious-
ly.”

The state unit of the
Congress is on a comeback
path in the state after two con-
secutive debacles in the
Assembly elections and it is
not healthy enough to afford
any more parallel activities by
anyone, Satheesan told re-

porters here.
His remarks come as a sig-

nificant section of the
Congress party in the state
were unhappy with Tharoor’s
ongoing tour.

Asked about Tharoor’s

Malabar tour, Satheesan said
every leader has a space with-
in the Congress and no one is
against it, but the party has its
own mechanisms and sys-
tems.

“The Congress in Kerala is
not at all healthy to afford any
more parallel activities...After
suffering two drubbings in the
assembly polls, the party is on
a comeback mode in the state.
Everybody’s working as a
team now. At this time, no one
will be allowed to do any par-
allel activities.”

However, the LoP was did
not mention any name.

Accusing a section of the
media of “peddling stories
with an agenda” to weaken

the Congress in the southern
state, he said the party could
not accept this also.

“We cannot accept the agen-
da of weakening the Congress
party even if it is done by any
media or social media. If any-
one within the party has any
role in this, it will be dealt
with seriously,” he said.

Satheesan also said such
false news reports could not
destroy leaders like him as
they were not “inflated bal-
loons,” who could be punc-
tured with a pin prick.

Though mediapersons re-
peatedly asked whether
Tharoor was an “inflated bal-
loon”, he declined to com-
ment.

Traditional fishing becomes
source of livelihood for jobless

Malvan (Maha), Nov 22 (PTI): 

The `Rampon’ fisher-
men of Vayari in
Maharashtra’s coastal
Sindhudurg district are
overjoyed as they have
landed a catch exceeding
12 tonnes after almost
three years.

Rampon or traditional,
non-mechanized fishing
has become a source of
livelihood for the unem-
ployed residents of the vil-
lage, especially after the
coronavirus pandemic hit
the job market.

The fishermen at Vayari
in Malvan tehsil use tradi-
tional fishing nets. Getting
a good catch is becoming
more and more difficult,
they say, because of over-
fishing by mechanized
trawlers and the impact of
climate change.

But on Sunday, they got

lucky when a bumper
catch of sardines and
mackerel landed in their
nets.

“We managed to catch at
least 12-13 tonnes of fish.
But this is an extremely
rare event. We have caught
fish on this scale after a
gap of almost three years,”
said Dilip Ghare, secretary
of the Sindhudurg District
Rampon Sanghatana.

There are 108 Rampon
associations in the
Sindhudurg district alone.
As many as 27,000 families
are associated with these
associations.

Malvan tehsil has 56
such associations. Some
12,000 people engaged in
traditional fishing are at-
tached to them, Ghare
said.

Though non-mecha-
nised fishing is becoming
less profitable, it is still a

valuable source of em-
ployment.

Narayan Mayekar, now
in his late 70s, lost his job
when the 109-year-old
Century Textiles mill in
Mumbai closed down two
decades ago.

Mayekar returned to
Vayari and became a fish-
erman.

For many locals who
lost their jobs during the
coronavirus pandemic,
traditional fishing became
a source of livelihood, he
says.

Rupesh Talawnekar, an-
other resident of the vil-
lage, has completed his
graduation, but he found
employment in traditional
fishing. He says a fifth of
those engaged in tradition-
al fishing in the area are
educated youngsters like
him who can not find jobs
in the cities.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI): 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
held talks with his UAE
counterpart Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan here on Tuesday
and discussed coopera-
tion in the areas of ener-
gy, food security, trade
and defence, besides ex-
changing views on vari-
ous “regional hotspots”.

Jaishankar along with
Sheikh Abdullah, who is
on a two-day visit to India
accompanied by a high-
level delegation, reviewed
the continuous progress
in bilateral relations
across different domains,
since the 14th Joint
Commission meeting
held by them in

September 2022.
The two leaders appre-

ciated the progress in bi-
lateral relationship, espe-
cially in trade, invest-
ment, consular matters,
education and food secu-
rity, a statement released
by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said.

Both ministers noted
that bilateral trade has
shown appreciable
growth under the
C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) which
came into force on May 1,
2022, the statement said.

India’s exports to the
UAE between April-
September 2022 were
about USD 16 billion
which was an increase of
24 per cent year-on-year
while India’s imports in-
creased 38 per cent to
reach USD 28.4 billion in
the same period.

In a tweet, Jaishankar

said, “Just concluded
comprehensive discus-
sions with FM HH
@ABZayed of UAE this
afternoon. Appreciated
the progress in our bilat-
eral relationship, espe-
cially in trade, invest-
ment, consular matters,
education and food secu-
rity.”

“Exchanged views on
the global situation and
various regional
hotspots. The rich conver-
sation reflected the sub-
stance and closeness of
our partnership,” he said.

The MEA said that on
food security cooperation
under I2U2 (India, Israel,
the United Arab
Emirates, and the United
States), a delegation led
by CEO of ADQ visited
India in October 2022 to
take discussions forward
with different stakehold-
ers. IIT Delhi has held
meetings with its Abu
Dhabi partner, ADEK for

establishing IIT Delhi
campus in Abu Dhabi.
The meetings of Joint
Committee on Consular
Affairs and joint working
group on manpower were
held in October and
November 2022.

Both sides have also
taken forward their dis-
cussions on other areas of
cooperation, including
energy, healthcare, de-
fence, space, climate
change, skills, fin-tech
and startups, the MEA
said.

CIM group and Abu
Dhabi Investment
Authority chairman held
a successful meeting of
the high level task force
on investments in
October 2022 in which the
entire range of trade and
investment cooperation
was discussed, it said.

Both ministers also ex-
changed views on the
global situation and vari-
ous regional hotspots as

well as the cooperation
between the two coun-
tries in the UN Security
Council, the MEA said.

The meeting at
Hyderabad House here
was also attended by UAE
MOS for International
Cooperation, Reem Al
Hashimy, and Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra.

The external affairs
minister also hosted a
lunch in the honour of
the UAE foreign minister
and the accompanying
delegation.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
the UAE on June 28 and
met President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

Jaishankar had visited
the UAE in August-
September to co-chair the
14th Joint Commission
Meeting and the third
Strategic Dialogue with
UAE Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah.

Bihar prepares to take its 
folklore to world stage

Patna, Nov 22 (PTI):

The Bihar government
in association with ICCR
will showcase folk forms
of state like Jhijhiya,
Hurka, Magahi Jhumar,
and Kajri to the world
stage, an official said.

Days after signing the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR),
the Art and Culture
Department of Bihar gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of selecting fa-
mous folk dancers,
singers, and artists to be
sent abroad for perform-
ances as part of ICCR’s
Horizon Series
Programme (HSP), the of-
ficial said.

“As per the MoU, ICCR
will assist Bihar in pro-
moting its art forms/tal-

ent in India and abroad by
participation of state
artists in HSP. ICCR will
also facilitate visits of
state cultural troupes for
participation in promi-
nent international festi-
vals and cultural events
abroad”, Deepak Anand,
Additional Secretary, Art,
Culture and Youth depart-
ment (Bihar government)
told PTI.

“Folk artists perform-
ing Jhijhia, Hurka,
Magahi Jhumar, Kajri,
Mithila’s Sama-Chakeva
festival, etc will be select-
ed and will be sent abroad
for performances as part
of HSP programme.
Besides, preferences will
also be given to folk
artists/ troupes who per-
form Kajri, Jharni Dance
and Sohar Khelawana
Bidesiya songs”, said
Anand.

He said Bihar has so
many things to show the
world. Being one of the
oldest regions of the
world, Bihar maintains
its wonderful profile.
“Folk songs and dances of
the state are quite popu-
lar outside India”, he
said.

While Jhijhiya is a
prayer dance that origi-
nated in the Koshi region
of Bihar and is per-
formed during droughts,
Magahi Jhumar dance is
usually presented in the
form of a duet, where
male and female dancers
play the role of husband
and wife in rural areas of
the state, said Anand.

“Famous Sama
Chakeva of Mithila re-
gion is a festival of unity.
Usually, the celebration
starts from the night of
Chhath puja is quite pop-

ular. Besides, Bidesiya is
another folk performance
from Bihar that is very
popular outside India
also”, the additional sec-
retary said.

“Assisting ICCR in iden-
tifying outstanding cul-
tural groups/artists, in-
cluding new young talents
in other areas - literary, in-
tellectual and academic
fields, sculpture, cuisine,
textiles, handicrafts and
architecture, is also part
of the MoU,” Anand said.

Facilitation of study
camps for foreign stu-
dents, tours and camps for
the promotion of state
tourism and cultural her-
itage in Bihar is also part
of the MoU, he said,
adding this will strength-
en cultural relations and
mutual understanding be-
tween Bihar and other
countries.

Fallout of Kamal 
Nath-Sikh event row? 

Indore, Nov 22 (PTI): 

Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will stay at
Chimanbagh Maidan in
Indore on November 27 and
28 and not in Khalsa
Stadium as planned earlier,
a development viewed as the
fallout of a row over party
veteran Kamal Nath attend-
ing a Sikh religious event re-
cently.

A police official said on
Tuesday the permission for
the Yatra’s stay at
Chimanbagh Maidan was
given based on the applica-
tion of Congress.

In view of the controver-
sy, local Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders had

threatened to show black
flags if Nath entered the
Khalsa Stadium with
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The cross-country foot
march, which recently
wound up its Maharashtra
leg, will resume on
Wednesday when it will
enter Madhya Pradesh near
Burhanpur.

“The local administration
has given permission for the
stay of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
participants at Chimanbagh
Maidan and we are making
necessary preparations,”
Indore city Congress presi-
dent Vinay Bakliwal told re-
porters here without com-
menting on the controversy.

Indore police commis-
sioner Harinarayan Chari
Mishra said the permission
was given based on an appli-
cation of Congress.

“The permission has been
granted for the stay of
Rahul Gandhi and other
participants of the yatra at

Chimanbagh Maidan on
November 27 and 28,” he
said.

As per the initial pro-
gramme, Gandhi and other
participants were supposed
to stay at the Khalsa
Stadium.

The row erupted after
Madhya Pradesh Congress
president Kamal Nath, fac-
ing allegations in connec-
tion with the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots, was felicitated by or-
ganisers at a Sikh religious
event held at Khalsa College
in Indore on November 8.

After Nath left the venue,
famous kirtan singer
Manpreet Singh Kanpuri
lashed out at the organisers
for inviting the Congress
leader.

Without naming Nath, he
made an oblique reference
to the anti-Sikh riots that
broke out after the assassi-
nation of then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in
1984.

BOAT RACE

Participants compete in a boat race, organised as part of celebrations of World
Fisheries Day, in Thoothukudi district, Tuesday.

CLEANING OF RIVER BED

A dredger is used in the Brahmaputra river to remove excessive silt from its bed, in
Guwahati, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Mishap 
 Lakhimpur Kheri:

Five people were killed
while six others in-
jured when an SUV
overturned into a
ditch on the Bhira-
Pallia road near
Atariya village early
on Tuesday, police
said. The SUV carry-
ing 12 was on its way
to Pallia from
Shahjahanpur when
the accident took place
near Pallia town.

Seized
 Chennai: Over 300 kg

of marijuana and 500
gm of hashish oil to-
tally worth Rs 1.30
crore were seized from
a boat in a joint opera-
tion with the
Narcotics Control
Bureau, the Coast
Guard said on
Tuesday. Four crew of
a boat which was flee-
ing at high speed on
seeing the authorities
near Rameswaram off
Tamil Nadu coast
were apprehended on
Monday by the offi-
cials of the Coast
Guard Mandapam sta-
tion.

Arrested
 Pune: The Pune police

have arrested a 29-
year-old man from
Rajasthan in connec-
tion with the “sextor-
tion” case of a teen
from the city, who al-
legedly committed sui-
cide after he was ha-
rassed and black-
mailed by online
fraudsters.

Probe 
 Mumbai: The

Comptroller and
Auditor General of
India (CAG) on Tuesday
began its probe into the
allocation of works by
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) during the
COVID-19 pandemic. A
10-member team of the
CAG held a meeting
with BMC commission-
er Iqbal Chahal at the
civic body’s headquar-
ters in the morning,
officials said.

Gujarat Home Minister
and BJP leader Harsh
Sanghvi during a road-
show for the campaign of
upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Surat, Tuesday.

LG Upendra Dwivedi

Rahul’s  night halt
at Chimanbagh
Maidan instead of
Khalsa Stadium

Jaishankar holds talks with UAE counterpart

V D Satheesan 

Discusses coopera-
tion in energy, food
security



BLINKIN WITH QATAR FM

United States Secretary of State Antony Blinkin, left, and Qatar Foreign Minister Mohammed Bin Adbulrahman Al

Thani, shake hands after signing a letter of intent during a media event at the Diplomatic Club, in Tuesday, Nov. 22.
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Cianjur (Indonesia), Nov 22 (AP):

Rescuers searched for bod-
ies and survivors on Tuesday
in the rubble of buildings that
collapsed in an earthquake
that killed at least 162 people
on Indonesia’s main island of
Java and injured hundreds
more, overwhelming hospi-
tals.

Excavators, trucks and
other heavy equipment sent
overnight reached the hard-
est-hit city of Cianjur, south
of Jakarta.

The city, in the country’s
most densely populated
province of West Java, was
near the epicentre of magni-
tude 5.6 temblor on Monday
afternoon, which sent terri-
fied residents fleeing into the
streets, some covered in blood
and debris.

One woman told The
Associated Press when the
earthquake hit her home in
Cianjur, the building started

“shaking like it was dancing”.
“I was crying and immedi-

ately grabbed my husband
and children,” said the
woman, who gave her name
only as Partinem. The house
collapsed shortly after she es-
caped with her family. “If I
didn’t pull them out we might
have also been victims,” she
said, gazing over the
pile of concrete and
timber rubble.

In addition to those
killed, authorities re-
ported more than 300
people were seriously
hurt and at least 600
more suffered minor
injuries. It was not im-
mediately clear how
many remain missing.
In the village of
Cijedil, northwest of
Cianjur, the quake
triggered a landslide
that blocked streets
and buried several
houses, and there

were reports that 25 people
were still buried, said Henri
Alfiandi, the chief of the
National Search and Rescue
Agency. “We are maximising
operations at several points
where it is suspected that
there are still casualties. Our
team is also trying to reach
remote areas,” he said.

“For us, all victims are a
priority, our goal is to find
them and save lives by getting
them evacuated as soon as
possible and get medical
help.”

With hospitals already
overwhelmed, patients lay on
stretchers and cots in tents
set up outside, with intra-
venous drips in their arms as
they awaited further treat-
ment.

Many of the dead were
public school students who
had finished their classes for
the day and were taking extra
lessons at Islamic schools
when the buildings collapsed,
West Java Gov. Ridwan Kamil
said. Initial res-
cue attempts
were hampered
by damaged roads
and bridges and
power black-
outs, and a lack
of heavy
equipment to
help move the
heavy concrete
rubble. By
Tuesday, power
supplies and
phone commu-
nications had
begun to im-
prove.

162 dead as Indonesia quake topples
homes, buildings, roads

Beijing, Nov 22 (PTI):

A massive fire at a commerce and trade compa-
ny in central China’s Henan province has killed at
least 38 people, local officials said on Tuesday.

It took firefighters more than four hours to
douse the fire that broke out on Monday at the
plant in the Wenfeng district of Anyang
city in Henan province, according to the
city’s publicity department. Firefighters
put out the fire at around 11 pm on
Monday, it said.

Thirty-eight people were killed two in-
jured persons were hospitalised, state-run
CGTN reported on Tuesday.

Local fire teams sent 63 vehicles and 240
firefighters for the rescue. China’s
Ministry of Emergency Management has
also dispatched a team to the scene, the re-
port said.

The local police have started an investi-
gation into the incident. The cause of the
fire is yet to be ascertained.

Police have detained some suspects for
investigation.

In August 2015, over 170 people were killed and
700 injured when blasts ripped through a ware-
house in Tianjin Port, where large amounts of
toxic chemicals were stored, including around 700
tonnes of sodium cyanide.

China suffers frequent deadly fires and indus-
trial accidents often blamed on negligence.

38 killed, two injured in China plant fire

Gandakha (Pakistan), Nov 22 (AP):

Maryam Jamali should
have been preparing for an
economics exam. Instead,
the teenager from the
flood-hit Pakistani
province of Baluchistan
was helping organize post-
partum clinics and shelter
for people neglected by re-
lief efforts.

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest and
poorest province, plagued
by under-development,
bad governance, corrup-
tion, and a long-running
insurgency. When cata-
strophic floods sub-
merged vast swaths of
Pakistan this summer,
about 75% of
Baluchistan’s population
was affected, the largest
proportion of any
province in the country.

Yet recovery here has

been slower, and residents
say they are paying the
price of years of neglect
by the local and central
government. Red tape is
making it difficult for in-
ternational aid workers to
reach devastated areas.
Much of the already di-
lapidated pre-flood infra-
structure has been
washed away, further
hampering aid efforts.

People still wade in
waist-high water or float
on rafts through
Baluchistan’s fields. On
the pot-holed and suspen-
sion-shattering drive to
Jamali’s village, there are
deep ruts carved out by
desperate locals to free
trapped floodwaters. It is
an uncomfortable car
journey around the
province’s flood-affected
areas, though not so im-
possible or inaccessible as

to be a reason for the slow-
ness of aid.

It is a contrast to neigh-
bouring Sindh province,
an agricultural, commer-
cial, and manufacturing
hub. At the height of the
flooding, people in the
Sindh city of Sukkur used
boats on submerged
roads. But pumps were
brought in to remove
water, and now there is lit-
tle sign the city was ever
flooded. Balochistan was
not so prepared, despite
disaster striking it often.
There was severe flooding
in 2010 and 2011. The arid
region normally has low
rainfall, but any rain in
this mountainous area
can cause flash floods.

Jamali, her father, and
dozens of volunteers have
helped more than 20,000
flood survivors since mid-
June.

Insurgency, neglect hurt flood
relief in Pakistani provincePuerto Princesa

(Philippines), Nov 22
(AP): Vice President
Kamala Harris called on
countries Tuesday to
stand up for territorial in-
tegrity and freedom of
navigation in the South
China Sea, which has
been challenged by China,
and said Washington
would press an interna-
tional campaign against
“irresponsible behav-
iour” in the disputed wa-
ters.

Harris did not cite
China by name but was
obviously referring to
Beijing when she under-
scored America’s support
to treaty ally the
Philippines “in the face of
intimidation and coercion
in the South China Sea”.

She spoke aboard a
Philippine coast guard pa-
trol ship docked in Puerto
Princesa in the western
island province of
Palawan, which lies at the

edge of the disputed wa-
ters. The highly symbolic
visit was the last leg of a
two-day visit that kicked
off in Manila on Monday
for talks with President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

Citing the profound
stakes for America and
the international commu-
nity in the region, partic-
ularly in the busy South
China Sea, she called for a
broad effort to fight for

unimpeded commerce
and freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight in the
disputed waters.

“We must stand up for
principles such as respect
for sovereignty and terri-

torial integrity, unimped-
ed lawful commerce, the
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” Harris said.

“We will continue to
rally our allies and part-
ners against unlawful and
irresponsible behaviour,”
she said. “When the inter-
national rules-based
order is threatened some-
where, it is threatened
everywhere.” A new con-
frontation erupted ahead
of her visit to Palawan
when the Philippine navy
alleged a Chinese coast
guard vessel had forcibly
seized Chinese rocket de-
bris as Filipino sailors
were towing it to their is-
land. Marcos Jr told re-
porters without elaborat-
ing that he was inclined to
send a diplomatic protest
to China over the inci-
dent. He added that he
wanted a clarification be-
cause China denied there
was a forcible seizure of
the debris.

VP Harris urges respect of sovereignty in South China Sea

United Nations, Nov 22 (PTI):

Asserting that a woman
or a girl is killed every 11
minutes by an intimate
partner or a family mem-
ber, UN chief Antonio
Guterres has said that vio-
lence against them is the
most pervasive “human
rights violation” in the
world and called on gov-
ernments to implement
national action plans that
tackle this scourge.

Secretary General
Guterres made these re-
marks ahead of the
International Day for the
‘Elimination of Violence
against Women’ which is
observed on November 25.

“Violence against

women and girls is the
most pervasive human
rights violation in the
world. Every 11 minutes, a
woman or a girl is killed
by an intimate partner or
family member and we
know that other stresses,
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic to economic tur-
moil, inevitably lead to
even more physical and

verbal abuse,” Guterres
said. Guterres’ remarks
come in the backdrop of
the recent Shraddha
Walker murder case that
has shocked India with its
brutal details.

He said women and girls
also face rampant online
violence, from misogynis-
tic hate speech to sexual
harassment, image abuse
and grooming by preda-
tors. “This discrimination,
violence and abuse target-
ing half of humanity
come at a steep cost. It lim-
its women’s and girls’ par-
ticipation in all walks of
life, denies their basic
rights and freedoms, and
blocks the equal economic
recovery and sustainable

growth our world needs,”
he said.

The UN chief gave a
clarion call to all to “con-
sign violence against
women and girls to the his-
tory books,” saying now is
the time for transforma-
tive action that ends vio-
lence against women and
girls. He said this means
governments designing,
funding and implement-
ing national action plans
to tackle this scourge, in-
volving grass-roots and
civil society groups at
every stage of decision-
making and ensuring that
laws are implemented and
respected, so survivors see
their rights to justice and
support upheld.

Every 11 minutes, a woman or girl
is killed by an intimate partner or

family member: UN chief

In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris
speaks on board the Philippine Coast Guard BRP Teresa Magbanua (MRRV-9701) during
her visit to Puerto Princesa, Palawan province, western Philippines on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

Rescuers recover the body of a victim of an earthquake-triggered landslide in Cianjur, West Java,

Indonesia, Tuesday, Nov. 22. The earthquake killed hundreds of people and left hundreds more 

injured and missing on Indonesia’s main island.
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Single use plastic
not fully recycled

According to a recent study,
only 8% of plastic waste
makes it to recycling facili-
ties and is properly
processed. Recycling is not
the solution to plastic pollu-
tion. Everyone in the coun-
try needs to end plastic pol-
lution by becoming more
aware of where plastic
waste goes, fighting waste-
ful, single-use plastic prac-
tices encouraged by indus-
try and bad politics alike,
and reducing plastic con-
sumption in general.The
popularity of single-use of
plastics harms both human
society and global ecosys-
tems. Businesses have few
restrictions on the amount
of plastic waste they can
produce and few financial
incentives to change their
practices.90% of companies
production of single-use
plastic in the country do not
get recycled. The burden of
limiting plastic pollution
should not fall on the every-
day consumer. It’s not the
individual’s fault.While the
reasoning behind plastic re-
cycling is sound, it’s not the
be-all and end-all of the en-
vironment; The vast majori-
ty of plastic that ends up in
the country’s recycling fa-
cilities is not  properly recy-
cled.Only 5% of plastics
produced in the country are
properly recycled.That’s
just 0.25 million tons out of
5 million tons of plastic
waste. Plastic waste takes
more than 450 years to fully
degrade, releasing myriad
microplastics into the envi-
ronment that can carry
chemical contaminants and
cause severe cellular dam-
age if ingested. Plastics
production has exploded in
recent years: 50% of all
plastics produced were
made in the last two
decades. With so little being
properly recycled, the
amount going to landfill has
also increased dramatically.
If country’s plastic con-
sumption continues as
usual, plastic waste will
triple by 2050, according to
the study. Half of that goes
straight to landfill, it’s a fu-
ture we can’t afford to live
in.

Vijaykumar H K,
Raichur

Rule of Law Index
The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to provide expeditious
justice to litigants is com-
mendable. The judiciary in
India does believe that jus-
tice delayed is justice de-
nied, yet it has failed to act
upon it. India ranks 79th on
the World Justice Project’s
Rule of Law Index, which
indicates the sad reality of
judicial proceedings in our
country. The exhausting
and cumbersome process of
the courts is intimidating.
The pile of pending cases is
alarming. Concrete meas-
ures will have to be taken to
reinstate the faith of the
people in the judicial sys-
tem.

Rishika Kriti,
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Tourists visit the historic Taj Mahal during World Heritage Week, in Agra, Tuesday, Nov. 22

WORLD HERITAGE WEEK

T he brutal murder of 26-year-old Palghar girl, which
took place on May 18, has shaken the nation beyond

belief. The gruesome murder came to light on November
14 after Delhi Police finally zeroed in on Poonawala, arrest-
ed him. Reports said he admitted before a court in Delhi
that he killed Shraddha in the “heat of the moment” fol-
lowing an argument. “What happened that happened in
heat of the moment,” Aaftab was quoted as telling the
court via video link. But Aaftab Poonawala’s lawyer said
Aaftab has not confessed in court to murdering his part-
ner Shraddha Walkar. He also said the case against Aaftab
is so far mostly circumstantial evidence, which could help
him. Officials probing the murder have also revealed chill-
ing details. Delhi Police hopes to unfold the mystery of
Shraddha Walkar murder case by conducting narcoanaly-
sis test on accused Aaftab Poonawala. The court has given
permission to carry out the test and Aaftab has also given
his consent to it. Delhi Police and a team of forensic and
medical experts will soon carry out the test at Delhi’s
Ambedkar Hospital. Preparations are on to conduct the
test. Dr Sourabh Chaudhari, MD of Vinayak Hospital
(Noida) and consultant physician, said, “In narco test,
anaesthesia is used which puts the subject into an uncon-
scious state where he only speaks the truth. Before carry-
ing out this test on any subject, the physical and mental
condition of the individual has to be absolutely perfect.”
The delhi police probing the Shraddha murder case has
deployed several teams to collect evidence. The police are
scanning all the CCTV footage around Aftab’s house.
Efforts are also being made to retrieve his data. Shraddha
Walkar was murdered 6 months ago. Although police
sources say that it is difficult to get 6 months-old footage.
Because most of the backup in CCTV is only for 15 days.
But despite this, the police are still trying if in any way the
old footage can be retrieved. Apart from this, the police
have also got some CCTV footage of the recent days. In
which Aftab is visible. On the basis of these footage, the
police are trying to find out where Aftab used to leave and
where, with whom he used to meet. Dr Puneet Jain, clini-
cal psychologist, said, “There is even a possibility that the
subject can fool the narco test as it has been the case fre-
quently with the polygraph test. However, anything that
the subject says during the narco test is read by the vitals
and the parameters being recorded by digital tools, which
detects his approach, behaviour, heartbeats and other
signs, which is helpful for the investigating agency and the
experts to access whether the subject is speaking the truth
or is he trying to cheat the test. Jain said that after admin-
istering the truth serum, the investigations ask questions,
which have to be very brief, and so are the answers from
the accused. Ved Bhushan, former assistant commissioner
in Delhi Police, said that narco test can give a good direc-
tion to the investigation and to the investigative officer as
there could be a possibility that the accused makes false
statement under CrPC 161 before the police. He is more
likely to speak the truth during the narco test. He added
that investigative officer can play smartly here and ask
certain questions which possibly can reveal the truth. The
analysis of his statement before and during the test can
lead the probe to a better direction, he underlined.

WW
e all age, but we don’t
all age the same way.

For some people, ageing
means an increased risk of
developing illnesses such as
diabetes, cardiovascular dis-
ease, weak bones and cogni-
tive decline. It would be ideal
if we could predict in early
adulthood, while a person is
still healthy, whether or not
they are at risk of becoming ill
or needing medical support
when they are older. By then
taking preventative measures,
this would mean fewer people
with health issues, fewer peo-
ple in care, and considerably
lower costs for the health sys-
tem. Our latest study suggests
that predicting long-term
health outcomes may be pos-
sible. We have found a novel
insulin-like hormone in the
blood, called insulin-like pep-
tide 3 (INSL3), that may be
able to predict long-term
health, and whether a person
is likely to develop age-related
diseases at least for men.

To conduct our study, we
looked at data from one of the
largest cohorts of ageing men,
the European Male Ageing

Study. This had recruited
3,369 men between the ages
of 40 and 79 from across
Europe, including the UK, and
followed them for four-to-five
years. It was designed in part
to assess whether the inci-
dence of age-related disease
in men can be explained by the
decline of anabolic hormones
such as testosterone, which is
important for growth and
development in the body.

Using data from the
European Male Ageing Study,
we looked for significant asso-
ciations between INSL3 levels
in stored blood samples that
were taken at the beginning
and end of the study, and the
incidence of self-reported
age-related illness. INSL3 was
measured using a new testing
method developed in our labo-
ratory. We compared these
results with the effects of
other hormones such as
testosterone, and also adjust-
ed them for age, smoking sta-
tus, and clinical parameters
like obesity.

SSttrroonngg  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss
We were able to show that

INSL3 levels can vary marked-
ly from one person to another,
and they were strongly associ-
ated with the incidence of ill-
nesses such as cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, loss of sex-
ual function and bone weak-
ness.

Men who had high INSL3
had lower risk of later becom-
ing ill, while men with low
INSL3 had a higher risk of

developing age-related dis-
ease. Importantly, by looking
at blood samples taken at both
the beginning and end of the
study, we showed that this
relationship could be predict-
ed several years in advance.

Although INSL3 is made in
men exclusively by the same
cells in the testes that make
testosterone, the latter is
highly variable. Testosterone
levels can change markedly
from hour to hour and day to
day. This high variation makes
it difficult to find statistically
significant associations with
other factors such as disease
incidence.

Unlike testosterone, INSL3
levels remain amazingly con-
sistent in a man’s bloodstream
over long periods of time. This
makes it possible to obtain
similar values even when
measured weeks, months or
years apart. This allowed us to
determine that low INSL3 was
significantly linked with high-
er risk of age-related illness.

In fact, previous research
from our group has shown that
person-to-person variations in
INSL3 levels can be seen in
apparently healthy men as
young as 18. Based on our
findings, it seems that INSL3
levels remain similar through-
out a man’s life. This means
that we may be able to look at
a man’s INSL3 levels when
they are young and predict
how likely they are to develop
certain diseases when they
get older. It’s likely that INSL3

has functions in its own right,
acting on different organs in
the body. This will need to be
confirmed by further research.
What is clear is that the con-
sistency of INSL3 throughout
life makes it a much easier
biomarker to observe when
predicting age-related disease
in men.

WWhhaatt’’ss  bbeehhiinndd  tthheessee  vvaarriiaa--
ttiioonnss??

Our group in Nottingham is
now focused on finding out
what factors influence INSL3
levels in young men, and
hence their capacity to make
testosterone that could affect
their later health. Preliminary
work from animal studies sug-
gests that early-life nutrition
may play a role, but many
other factors including genet-
ics or exposure to certain envi-
ronmental  factors (such as
smoking) may also be
involved. We need to confirm
the predictive ability of INSL3
by studying men over a much
longer period of time.

Of course, this work only
relates to ageing men whose
testes can function consistent-
ly into old age, only gradually
declining in terms of sperm
and hormone production. A
woman’s physiology is much
more radically modulated by
ovarian function, which
changes dramatically after the
menopause. Hence we do not
yet know of an equivalent to
INSL3 for women when it
comes to predicting ageing
and disease.
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T errorism in all its manifestations is unacceptable and
can never be justified. India is one odd country which

has fought multiple terrorisms at different point of time can-
vass – Punjab terrorism in early eighties, LTTE on foreign
soil of Sri Lanka and now for more than three decades in
Jammu and Kashmir. In the process, series of attacks
throughout India, got two Prime Ministers assassinated by
terrorists and a long list of ‘battle causality soldiers.’
Operation Topaz launched by Pakistan President General
Zia-ul-Haq has indeed bled India with small cuts hundreds of
times. Kargil war or time and again border standof, too
much happenings consistently between two neigbouring
countries for too long. Pakistan has been consistently using
terrorism as ‘state policy’ with open support to terrorism, in
fact it has become biggest exporter of terrorism throughout
the world. Kandhar plane hijackers are enjoying decades of
hospitality of Pakistan with full immunity. Till 2001 India
was the only country facing the brunt but 9/11 changed the
course of perception and for first time world felt the pinch
and impact of terrorism. Rest is history how America
chased Osama Bin Laden and ultimately found it in the
backyard of its closest ally, who else, once again Pakistan.
World focus should have been on countries and governments
which are actively protecting, harbouring and encouraging
terrorism one way or other. The role of UN and its allied or-
ganisations have not been up to mark to fight terrorism col-
lectively. Practically case being of FATF, international
watchdog on terror financing and money laundering, get-
ting off Pakistan of its Grey List for financing terrorism in-
stead of putting it in Black List. This year itself China has
blocked for fourth time India’s effort to designate Pakistan
based terrorists under 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee
regime. China’s double standards have no doubt under-
mined the sanctity of UNSC sanctions committee.
Practically today’s techno savvy world has made easy access
to real time communications, real time transfer of funds,
masking the identities of terrorists, easy accessibility to so-
phisticated weapons through drones and online help for
bomb making. This is too much at negligible cost making
terrorism as most preferred means of waging war at other
country’s soil. But despite all this the international commu-
nity has time and again failed to reach consensus on how to
fight this menace collectively. Laws of different countries
can be different but no law can shield terrorists anywhere in
the world. India has demonstrated its will and potential to
strike back if provoked. Surgical strikes after Uri terrorist
attack and Balakote airstrike, deep inside Pakistan territo-
ries are a clear cut message for entire world, India will take
this no more and will strike back at any place, anytime at it’s
own sweet will. Recent conference on combating terrorist fi-
nancing at New Delhi is third such combined International
effort, first at Paris in 2018 and second at Melbourne in 2019
and PM Modi has rightly pointed out the importance of
blocking finances in addition to eliminating terrorists.
Every effort should be in that direction only.

No Money For Terror

Ageing: Hormone could help predict
men’s long-term health years in advance

Mystery of 
Shraddha’s murder

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

It is rightly said that “Work is
Worship & Customer First is their
Mantra”.  Recently I got an oppor-
tunity to attend an Interactive
Session on “Mumbai Dabbawala
Association” addressed by the
Management Guru Dr. Pawan
Agarwal- CEO – Mumbai
Dabbawala Association. Really I
was shocked to hear & see over
the Power Point Presentation how
a simple man can manage his
business much better than
trained managers. I also felt that
successful businesses in India
and around the world are not nec-
essarily run by managers passing
out of IIMs as we think and for
this the famous Dabbawala of
Mumbai is an example. Popularly
known as Mumbai’s Dabbawallas,
they show us how their establish-
ment is managed to supply, with-
out any hitches, 2,70,000 lunch

boxes everyday in the busy
metropolis of Mumbai.
In the words of Dr. Pawan
Agarwal, I would say that
“Consistency is the key to ensure
a meticulous network with an
error rate of just one in 16 million
transactions. At the end of the
day its just effective team
work,”and “Dabbawala organisa-
tion is the only one in India and
the second in the world who had
got six-sigma rating”.Dabbawalas
are synonymous for
simplicity,most of the enterprises
have around  270,000 transactions
daily — 150,000 boxes are deliv-
ered to offices every morning and
150,000 are returned home every
afternoon viz. six days a week, 51
weeks a year which comes to
nearly 80 million annual deliver-
ies. I feel that Dabbawalas are
indeed management gurus. They
prove how no formal education
but intuition and planning can

help to achieve great results.The
corporate ideals of teamwork,
dedication and accuracy are
reflected with a whole new per-
spective I would like to share that
Mumbai Dabbawallas are a per-
fect example of an important
principle of both business and
management viz. The thirst to
serve customers in a simple yet
effective fashion without falling
into the technology trap. I think
this is an aspect which needs to

be re-learnt and implemented in
any organisation today.There is a
three-point formula behind their
success - that is of discipline,
code of conduct and hard work.
The only thing that differentiates
them from other organisations is
the utmost importance which
they give to customers’ satisfac-
tion. Dr. Agarwal pointed out that
“The Dabbawalas do not have any
time to waste while on duty and
the main objective is customer
satisfaction when the delivery is
made,” 

I conclude that the most endur-
ing lesson that we learnt was to
put the customer ahead of every-
thing else. I would like to quote
here an example that when Prince
Charles expressed a desire to
meet them during his Mumbai
visit in 2003, the Dabbawallas
requested him to schedule the
meeting such that it did not inter-
fere with their mid-day delivery

timings.The most surprising thing
is that without any technological
backup and logistical support,
they perform their duty with
utmost precision. 

In terms of employment or in
terms of gaining new customer,
recommendation plays an impor-
tant part in the entire eco-system.
The satisfied customers proudly
refer their friends and relatives to
these Dabbawalas.  Lastly, the
most interestingthing to note is
that there is no retirement age,
because any person can work till
he is fit enough to carry on the
tasks required of him.One can’t
believe but Dabbawala’s service
in Mumbai proves that hard work,
honesty and assiduousness is the
only way to success.

I feel, we can learn lot about
the time management and mar-
keting from Dabbawalas.. Don’t
we?Hats Off to Mumbai
Dabbawalas. 

Mumbai ‘dabbawalas’ are an example of time management

RAVINDER ANAND-IVELL 
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BRIEF

Pvt sector
investment

New Delhi: DEA
Secretary Ajay Seth
exhorted multilateral
development banks
(MDBs) to explore
more private sector in-
vestment opportuni-
ties. At a joint work-
shop on "Enhancing
MDBs' Engagement
with India's Public &
Private Sector", Seth
highlighted huge op-
portunities to scale-up
investments in India's
key priority areas, in-
cluding green energy
and urban infrastruc-
ture. "DEA Secretary
also exhorted the
MDBs to explore more
private sector invest-
ment opportunities to
facilitate further
crowding-in of private
financial resources,"
the Finance Ministry
said in a tweet.

Retail Asset Centre
Bhubaneswar:
Setting a target to set
up 48 asset centres
across the country in
the current fiscal,
Bandhan Bank
opened its first Retail
Asset Centre here on
Monday. Another such
centre will come up in
Cuttack in the coastal
state. The asset cen-
tres are equipped to
cater to the loan re-
quirements of around
10.5 lakh existing cus-
tomers of Odisha, as
well as New-to-Bank
customers, a state-
ment issued by
Bandhan Bank said.
Any customer looking
for loans from the
bank may walk into
the asset centres, en-
quire about lending
and also deposit EMIs
for any existing loan
with Bandhan Bank.

Solar power projects

Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
has decided to install
solar power photo-
voltaic (PV) projects
with a total capacity of
300 megawatt in the
state. These projects
include 200 MW canal-
top solar PV power
projects and 100 MW
floating solar PV
power projects on the
reservoirs and lakes,
said an official state-
ment while giving de-
tails of the decision
taken in a high-level
meeting held here on
Monday. The meeting
was chaired by Punjab
New and Renewable
Energy Sources
Minister Aman Arora.

Tablet PC market
New Delhi: The
tablet PC market in
India grew 22 per cent
quarter-on-quarter in
July-September with
demand for 5G capa-
ble devices picking up
the steam,
CyberMedia Research
said. CMR anticipates
the tablet PC ship-
ments to record a
healthy 10-15 per cent
growth in 2022.
Samsung led the mar-
ket with a 28 per cent
market share, followed
by Lenovo and Apple
with 26 and 19 per cent
share, respectively,
during the quarter.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The proposed free trade
agreement (FTA) between
India and the UK is a high
priority for both the coun-
tries and the next round of
negotiations for the pact is
slated to happen next
month, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal said on Tuesday.

He said that things are
progressing well and it will
yield good results. "We are
all very well aware that it
was progressing very fast
until we had a little bit of a
blip because of political
happenings in the other
country. Fortunately, we
have a stable government. I
believe in office now (in the
UK) and I am already in
touch with my (UK) coun-
terpart. We are working to-
gether to possibly have an
in person meeting also very

soon but our teams are al-
ready engaged. Next
month, the next round of
negotiations are slated to
happen," Goyal said here at
a steel industry event. He
said that industry support
is required for the agree-
ment and it should be a fair,

equitable and balanced
FTA. He also said that there
should not be any strict
timelines to conclude nego-
tiations for an FTA as such
agreements have to be
thought through and care-
fully calibrated and negoti-
ated. "With UK we are
doing a comprehensive
deal like the UAE .I assure
you that it is a high priority
of both countries. It has
been reiterated in the meet-
ing of the G20," Goyal said.
India and Britain launched
negotiations for the FTA in
January with an aim to
conclude talks by Diwali
(October 24), but the dead-
line was missed due to po-
litical developments in the
UK. There are 26 chapters
in the agreement, which in-
clude goods, services, in-
vestments and intellectual
property rights. Reduction
or elimination of customs
duty under the pact would
help Indian labour inten-
sive sectors like textiles,
leather, and gems and jew-

ellery to boost exports in
the UK market. The UK is
seeking duty concessions
in areas like Scotch
whiskey and automobiles.
So far, five rounds of talks
are already completed be-
tween the officials of the
two countries till July. The
bilateral trade between the
two countries increased to
USD 17.5 billion in 2021-22
compared to USD 13.2 bil-
lion in 2020-21. India's ex-
ports stood at USD 10.5 bil-
lion in 2021-22, while im-
ports were USD 7 billion.
There are 26 chapters in the
agreement, which include
goods, services, invest-
ments and intellectual
property rights. India's
main exports to the UK in-
clude ready-made gar-
ments and textiles, gems
and jewellery, engineering
goods, petroleum and petro-
chemical products, trans-
port equipment and parts,
spices, metal products, ma-
chinery and instruments,
pharma and marine items.

India-UK trade pact a
high priority: Goyal

̈ Next round of talks
slated next month

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

The government
scrapped the require-
ment to fill out Air
Suvidha form for people
flying into India from for-
eign countries amid a de-
clining number of coron-
avirus cases. The require-
ment to submit a nega-
tive RT-PCR report or de-
tails of the primary vac-
cination schedule has
also been done away with
for international ar-
rivals.

The revised guidelines
for international arrivals
will be effective from
November 22, according
to the Union Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW).
Earlier, the guidelines
had required that passen-
gers arriving in India
from overseas should fill
up the Air Suvidha form.
The form was introduced
in the wake of the coron-
avirus pandemic. Last

week, the civil aviation
ministry said the use of
masks is not compulsory
during air travel but pas-
sengers should prefer-
ably use them. As per the
MoHFW's latest guide-
lines, air travellers
should preferably be fully
vaccinated as per the ap-
proved primary schedule
of vaccination against
COVID-19 in their coun-
try. The latest guidelines
supersede the guidelines
issued in September,
wherein those arriving
from foreign countries
were required to submit
the Air Suvidha form.

They also had to pro-
vide "details of negative
COVID-19 RT-PCR report
(the test should have
been conducted within
72 hrs prior to undertak-
ing the journey) or sub-
mit details of full pri-
mary vaccination sched-
uled of COVID-19 vacci-
nation", as per the earli-
er guidelines. Only chil-
dren under the age of 5
years were exempted
from both pre and post-
arrival testing, it had
said.

Govt eases rules for
international arrivals
̈ Scraps requirement

to fill out Air 
Suvidha form

Union Minister for Commerce
& Industry, Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distribution and
Textiles Piyush Goyal address-

es at the 3rd ISA Steel
Conclave, in New Delhi,

Tuesday, Nov. 22.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The infrastructure in-
dustry on Monday de-
manded rationalisation of
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), easier bank credit
and a hike in public expen-
diture at the customary
pre-budget meeting with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Cellular
Operators' Association of
India (COAI) in its presen-
tation to the Finance
Minister has sought a re-
duction of levies and taxes
on the telecom sector amid
new new-age 5G networks
and services roll out
across the country. "...our
demand for cost reduction
should be looked at expedi-
tiously," Director General
of COAI SP Kochhar said
after the online meeting of
the infrastructure indus-
try experts with the

Finance Minister. The tele-
com industry has also
pitched for rationalisation
of GST, reduction of li-
cence fee to one per cent
from three per cent and
lowering of customs duty
on equipment. COAI
counts telecom operators
like Reliance Jio, Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea

as its members. According
to sources, the representa-
tives of the auto industry
sought the government's
support in terms of long-
term policies for establish-
ing India as a strong elec-
tric vehicle (EV) manufac-
turing base. They also
pitched for government
support to the EV compa-

nies for reskilling the
workforce. The Federation
of Indian Micro and Small
& Medium Enterprises
(FISME) was of the view
that the bank loan rating
(BLR) requirement is prov-
ing to be a great dampener
in the growth of MSMEs
and sought immediate in-
tervention in setting up a
joint committee of the RBI,
banks and stakeholders to
develop a unique rating
model for MSMEs, which
focuses on solvency alone.
Observing that some pri-
vate sector banks levy pre-
payment penalties (four
per cent) on MSMEs who
try to change the bank if
unsatisfied with poor serv-
ices, FISME made a plea to
form a task force to study
the extent of the spread of
the malice and suggest re-
medial measures in a time
bound manner.

Infra sector demands rationalisation of GST,
easier bank credit, hike in public expenditure

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs pre-Budget
meeting, in New Dehi, Tuesday, Nov. 22.

New Delhi, Nov 22:  

The government is
preparing a 'coking coal
mission' to diversify the
sources of key steel mak-
ing raw material, for
which the country is heav-
ily dependent on imports,
according to Union minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia.
The mission is part of the
government's efforts to re-
duce dependence on im-
ports for coking coal and
increase use of locally
available coal in the steel
making through gasifica-
tion process, the steel min-
ister told PTI in an inter-
view. "We (the govern-
ment) are in the process of
making it (coking coal
mission). It is the coal min-
istry's purview," Scindia
said in response to a ques-
tion on the government's
initiative towards increas-
ing the availability of raw
material in the country.

India imports around 90
per cent of its coking coal
requirement. The coal pro-
duced within the country
has high ash content, the
minister said. Coal with
high ash content is not
suitable for steel making
through the blast furnace
route. "So what we are
looking at through the cok-
ing coal mission which is a
two-fold view. Firstly, to di-
versify our coking coal
sources...second is
through coal gasification,"
Scindia said. Without
naming any country, the
minister said India is look-

ing to engage with a few
nations to diversify coking
coal sourcing. In July 2021,
the Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved
a pact between India and
Russia regarding coopera-
tion on coking coal. At
present, India imports
coking coal from countries
like Australia, South
Africa, Canada, and the
US for sourcing of coking
coal. The logistic costs
from these distant nations
adds to the input cost of
the steel players.

On coal gasification, he
said the government is
eyeing to set up a coal gasi-
fication plant with an an-
nual capacity of 100 mil-
lion tonnes (MT). In a gasi-
fication process, coal can
be converted into syngas
which can be used in
sponge iron making and it
can further be utilised to
make steel.

Govt preparing ‘coking coal mission’ to diversify
raw material sources: Steel minister

Mumbai, Nov 22: 

Equity indices staged a
pullback on Tuesday after
three days of declines as
investors scooped up IT,
metal and consumption
stocks amid a largely posi-
tive trend overseas. A re-
covery in the rupee added
to the momentum, traders
said. Overcoming a wobbly
start, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 274.12
points or 0.45 per cent to
settle at 61,418.96. On simi-
lar lines, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 84.25 points or
0.46 per cent to 18,244.20.
IndusInd Bank topped the
Sensex gainers' chart with
a jump of 2.64 per cent, fol-
lowed by NTPC, UltraTech
Cement, Titan, Infosys,

TCS, Larsen & Toubro and
Tata Steel. Only five coun-
ters closed with losses --
Nestle India, Bharti Airtel,
PowerGrid, HDFC Bank
and Kotak Mahindra
Bank, slipping up to 0.76
per cent. "After three days
of risk aversion, the do-
mestic market experienced
a relief rally in response to
a bullish trend in global

markets. The tight COVID
lockdown in China, howev-
er, has negatively impacted
the forecast for global
growth. "FII interest has
also reduced significantly
as a result of the increased
likelihood of stricter Fed
policies," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare
Broking, said in the ab-
sence of any major trig-
gers, the performance of
the global indices, especial-
ly the US markets, will dic-
tate the domestic market
trend. "Besides, the upcom-
ing expiry of November
month derivatives con-
tracts would keep the par-
ticipants busy.

Sensex rebounds after 3 days
of fall as RIL, IT stocks spurtMumbai, Nov 22: 

The rupee appreciated by
12 paise to close at 81.67 (pro-
visional) against the US dol-
lar on Tuesday, as the
American currency retreat-
ed from its elevated levels.
At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 81.72 and
touched an intra-day high of
81.64 and a low of 81.83
against the greenback. The
local unit finally settled at
81.67, registering a rise of 12
paise over its previous close.

On Monday, the rupee de-
preciated by 5 paise to close
at 81.79 against the US dol-
lar. "The Indian rupee
marked the first gain in the
last five days as a gauge of
the dollar index halted a
three-day gain after some
US policymakers struck a

cautious note about further
aggressive tightening
moves," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities. Recovery in do-
mestic equities and stronger
Asian currencies also sup-
ported the rupee. The near-
term attention will be fo-
cused on the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
minutes due Wednesday.

Rupee gains 12 paise to close
at 81.67 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

An Indian Medtech
Start-up Company is ready
to conquer the global mar-
ket. India’s SS
Innovationhas now gained
access to global capital &
market through acquisi-
tion of controlling interest
in Avra Medical Robotics,
a Nasdaq listed company
in United States. It is to
mention that the ingen-
ious SSI Mantra, a brain-
child of World-renowned
robotic cardiac surgeon
Dr. Sudhir P Srivastava,
has introduced a new era
of surgical procedures in
India, making robotic sur-

gery accessible and afford-
able for the people of our
country.Good Healthcare
will no longer be a privi-
lege for limited few but
will be accessible to all!

Dr. Frederic Moll,
Thefather of Robotic sur-
gery, graced the announce-
ment programme as the
“Guest of Honour”. Dr.
Moll,is a founder of
World’s first surgical robot
, Da Vinci surgical system,
and is a World renowned
medical device developer
and entrepreneur, special-
ising in Robotic Surgery.
He emphasised on the im-
portance of robotic sur-
gery and multiple benefits

of these procedure over
the traditional surgical
methodology.

SS Innovations has
made the nation proud,
being the first company in
South Asia to launch first
fully “Made in India” sur-
gical robot SSI Mantra, a
technologically advanced
surgical robotic system
that has more andbetter
features and applications
than existing systems.

On this momentous occa-
sion Dr. Sudhir P
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Founder,Chairman & CEO,
SS Innovations said “This
acquisition will help us
reach to global market.

India’s top medtech start-up
SS Innovations goes global

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

IIFL Finance, which is one of
India’s largest non-banking
financial companies today
said that it has launched
exciting offers on gold loan
with ‘Gold Loan Mela Bumper
Dhamaka’ for all customers
from November 15, 2022 to
December 31, 2022. The
offers include luxury car,
bikes, smartphone and
assured gifts for each cus-
tomer who takes gold loan
from IIFL Finance’s 2400+
branches across India.
Speaking on the launch of
‘‘Gold Loan Mela Bumper
Dhamaka’ Mr.Saurabh Kumar,
Business Head, Gold Loans,

IIFL Finance said, “IIFL Gold
Loan remains one of the most
preferred gold loan brands in
India with very high customer
loyalty. To show our gratitude
we have launched ‘Gold Loan
Dhamaka’ offers, where gifts
worth crores are up for grabs.
We request all gold loan cus-
tomers to walk into any of our
branches in 1200+ cities
across India and make the
best use of the offer.”
Along with attractive gifts,
IIFL Finance offers gold loan
at one of the most attractive
interest rates per month with
a commitment of quick pro-
cessing, maximum loan value
and easy digital payment
options.

IIFL Finance launches ‘Gold
Loan Mela Bumper Dhamaka

Offer’ across IndiaNew Delhi, Nov 22: 

With the onset of wed-
ding and holiday season,
Amazon Beautyhas an-
nounced the first edition
of Amazon’s The Beauty
Sale powered by Plum, in
association with Lakmé
and Biotiquefrom 22ndto
27th November.

The best of makeup and
premium beauty brands
such as Plum, Lakme,
Forest Essentials, Tommy
Hilfiger, L'Oreal
Professional, KAMA
Ayurveda, The Body
Shop, Bath and Body
Works, Biotique, Kimirica
and many more are part
of the event with140+ top
brands on offer and over

5000+ deals including at-
tractive offers like upto
65% off on Combos and
Kits, free gifts on pur-
chase of top brands, up to
10% off with coupons
along with many attrac-
tive offers. Customers can
also look forward to en-
gaging chats and tutorial
sessions with your
favourite celebrities like
Heena Khan, Ankush
Bahuguna, Nitibha Kaul,
Mrunal Panchal via over
live sessions on A.in app,
daily masterclasses and
expert-led sessions on
Instagram with beauty
professionals, contests,
quizzes and a host of
never before seen engage-
ment activities.

Amazon.in announces
‘The Beauty Sale’ 

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

Moody's Investors Service
on Tuesday said the trend of
gradual fiscal consolidation
remains intact for India and
going forward the country
will see strong revenue per-
formance and debt stablisa-
tion. Moody's Investors
Service Senior Vice
President Christian de
Guzman said India's 'Baa3'
sovereign rating balances
its strength of relatively
high economic growth and
weakness of one of the most
highly indebted emerging
market sovereigns. The
country's healthy financial
system is reflected in
deleveraging by Indian cor-
porates. "We expect that
India is going to be the

fastest growing G-20 econo-
my next year... (but) high in-
flation pose a downside risk
to India's growth as house-
holds and businesses have
less purchasing power,"
Guzman said in a Moody's
virtual event 'Sovereign
Deep Dive'. Moody's had ear-
lier this month cut India's
growth projection for 2022 to
7 per cent, from 7.7 per cent
projected earlier.

It expects growth to decel-
erate to 4.8 per cent in 2023
and then to rise to around
6.4 per cent in 2024. The
Indian economy grew 8.5
per cent in 2021. It projected
GDP growth of the G-20
economies to decelerate to
1.3 per cent in 2023, signifi-
cantly lower than its previ-
ous estimate of 2.1 per cent.

India's fiscal consolidation trend
intact; to see strong revenues,

debt stabilisation: Moody’s

FSSAI proposes 
regulations 

for genetically 
modified food

New Delhi, Nov 22: 

FSSAI has come out with
draft regulations for geneti-
cally modified food, propos-
ing mandatory prior approval
from the regulator to manu-
facture, sell and import food
or ingredients produced from
genetically-modified organ-
isms.
The proposed Food Safety and
Standards (Genetically
Modified Foods) Regulations,
2022 will apply to Genetically
Modified Organisms (GMOs)
intended for food use, as per
the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI). The regulations,
once implemented, will also
be applicable to food ingredi-
ents produced from GMOs
that contain modified DNA as
well as for food ingredients
produced from GMOs that do
not contain modified DNA but
includes ingredients/addi-
tives/processing aids derived
from GMOs. GMO means any
living organism that possess-
es a novel combination of
genetic material obtained
through the use of modern
biotechnology. 

ACROSS

1. Recipe verb

5. Australian marsupial

10. Scoop water

14. Refer to

15. Subsequently

16. Norway's capital

17. Guinness of "Star Wars"

18. Remove

19. Farm tower

20. Arch enemy

22. Ironic remark

24. Family room

25. Insane

26. Name tag

29. Remodeled

34. Bride's response (2 wds.)

35. Cut of meat

37. Judicial order

38. Grade

40. Self-assurance

42. Shore bird

43. Light

45. "____ Rider"

47. Pose

48. Wobbling

50. Double curves

52. Faction

53. Tit for ____

54. Eating alcove

58. In ____ (late with payment)

62. Aroma

63. Brownish gray

65. Outlet

66. Entreaty

67. See eye to eye

68. Baseball's ____ Rose

69. Slithery swimmers

70. Transmits

71. Cabbage dish

DOWN

1. Glance at

2. Ceramic piece

3. Gossip bit

4. Ebb

5. Designer Calvin ____

6. Boat paddles

7. "One Day ____ Time" (2 wds.)

8. Instruction

9. Long-distance prefixes (2 wds.)

10. Pear type

11. Vietnam's continent

12. Afflictions

13. Weaver's frame

21. Vend

23. Wander

25. Indulgent

26. Boundary

27. Traditional saying
28. Carried
29. River (Sp.)
30. Perform
31. Curl
32. Creepy
33. Small depressions
36. Musical comedies
39. It requires assembly
41. Wilt
44. ____ pilot
46. 365 days
49. Cold era (2 wds.)
51. Brews
53. Orchard members
54. Idiot
55. Loafing
56. Yule song
57. Important times
58. Was a copycat
59. Skating jump
60. Actress ____ Hayworth
61. Hearty soup
64. Vase
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B
irthdays are always
special as one gets
all the attention

and affection from their
family and friends. And
everyone celebrates their
special days differently.
Some throw parties, some
donate or spend a day sup-
porting a cause, some
travel, some prefer stay-
ing indoors, and some
prefer a simple and quiet
time. But our Kamlesh,
aka Sanjay Choudhary
from &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, has an un-
usual birthday planned
this year! Let us learn
more about it through a
brief interaction with the
young actor.

Excerpts of interview:
What are your plans

for your birthday this
year?

Birthdays have always
been about spending time
with family and gorging
on my favourite foods.
Every year, I take a day off
to visit my hometown,
spend time with family
and enjoy Maa Ke Haanth
Ka Khana! However, this
year, I decided to give my
mom a break from cook-

ing. Instead, my parents
visited me in Mumbai.
Since they are unfamiliar
with the city, I took them
on a complete Mumbai
Darshan!

So, what is so special
about this Mumbai
Darshan?

It is said that the best

plans are the impromptu
ones! And the best way to
explore and experience a
city is to travel locally!
But travelling always does
not mean ticking famous
places off a list. So, we
started our darshan by
waking up early in the
morning to see the sun-
rise! Afterwards, we
walked around Juhu
beach to enjoy the lovely
morning breeze and head-
ed to the famous
Siddhvinayak Temple for
a darshan, followed by
Mahalaxmi temple. We
then went to a local eatery
to enjoy a wholesome
south Indian breakfast.
We explore several street
shopping hotspots, Khau
Gaalis, and a few historic
places for the rest of the
day. But Mumbai Darshan
is incomplete without
local train travel! It was
one of the most memo-
rable moments, and
thanks to my parents, I
got to see and discover so
much about Mumbai, its
culture, and its people!

Do you have any spe-
cial birthday rituals?

There are a few rituals

that we have always had!
But this year, we decided
not to follow them. It
starts with eating one of
the yummiest cakes,
baked by my mother, fol-
lowed by gorging my
favourite dishes. Besides
this, I also try to dedicate
my day to underprivi-
leged children and the eld-
erly by buying and dis-
tributing food packets,
chocolates, pastries, and
snacks. It gives me im-
mense happiness to see
their smiling faces. It
makes my day extra spe-
cial.

What is the most
memorable gift you
have ever received?

I am fortunate to have
a fan base that sends me
gifts as a token of love,
whether it is my birth-
day or not. The most
memorable gift I ever re-
ceived came from one of
my fans, Shanaya, who
sent me a coffee mug
with my name written on
it that glittered and
shined and changed
colour in a dark room.
This gift is very special
to me, and I keep it on

display in my living
room.

Tell us about the
onset celebration with
co-stars.

I remember how
Aashna Kishore (Kate)
and the other kids deco-
rated my make-up room
last year. They are an in-
tegral part of my family
now, and any celebration
is incomplete without
them. I am planning to
arrange a good lunch for
them. Let's see their
plans to make me feel
special this year
(laughs).

Any special wishes for
this birthday?

My only wish is that peo-
ple continue to adore my
character, Kamlesh, and
his quirkiness. All I need is
the love and appreciation
of my fans. I will strive to
take advantage of every
opportunity and keep
working hard to make my
family and fans proud.

Watch Sanjay
Choudhary as Kamlesh in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

Unusual birthday celebration for
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’s Kamlesh

Ruhi Chaturvedi is an
Indian model and

actress. She made her debut
with a 2012 musical thriller
film. After gaining popularity
for her grey character in one
of a famous TV show ruhi
became a household name.
It’s recently reported that
Ruhi Chaturvedi is roped in
to play an antagonist in Star
Bharat’s new show ‘Aashao
Ka Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’. The show also stars
Reena Kapoor, Rahil Azam in
lead roles. Aman Verma will
also be seen playing a nega-
tive role in the show.
It's said that Ruhi is casted
opposite Aman Verma as a
negative lead in the show.

She will be seen playing a
pivotal role. The show will
see many renown faces and
it’s set to go on air by end of
November this year.
‘Aashao Ka Savera…Dheere
Dheere Se’ will portray a
story between two individu-
als opposite to each other in
search of a new start in their
life after they loose one of
their loved ones. The story
will be about their journey
which will be an example
that life doesn’t stops after
one’s exit it’s not a full stop
but merely a coma.
To know more stay tuned to
watch ‘Aashao Ka Savera….
Dheere Dheere Se’ coming
soon only on Star Bharat.

Ruhi to play an antagonist 
in ‘Aashao Ka Savera…

Dheere Dheere Se’

W
ATCHO, one of
the fastest-grow-
ing OTT plat-

forms from Dish TV
India Limited, India's
leading content distribu-
tion company, has pre-
miered a new nail-biting
thriller series ‘Wajah’.
Inspired by true-life
events, the story is based
on the murder of a young
innocent girl, Gauri
Saxena, from a small
town who befriends the
son of fashion mogul
Rakesh Mehra.

In her pursuit of the
killer, Inspector Sanjana
causes trouble for the
bigshots of the fashion
industry and starts to un-
cover the numerous hid-
den truths. The series has
a strong star cast com-
prising renowned names
like Sanjay Swaraj,
Navina Bole, Nishikant
Dixit, Ayesha Kapoor,
Aruna Giri, and Nikhil
Parmar. Directed by
Satish Shukla and pro-
duced by Aashish
Vishwakarma, Satish
Shukla & Darshan
Khandelwal, the series is
cleverly written by
Kumar Siddharth.

This real-life-based
stylishly written murder
mystery with a blend of
fashion is co-produced by
Samar Goyal with the
brilliant creativity of the

cinematographer Anik R.
Verma and Editor
Pushkar Bhaskar Pant.

Commenting on the
launch, Sukhpreet Singh,
Corporate Head –
Marketing, DishTV &
WATCHO, Dish TV India
Ltd. said, “At WATCHO
we believe in introducing
unique and snackable
content to our viewers.
Looking at the over-
whelming response that
our previously released
series in this genre have
received, we thought of
bringing ‘WAJAH’ to our
audiences. This fascinat-
ing thriller, inspired by
true events, features an
amazing ensemble, hard-
hitting performances, and
an exciting storyline.”

WATCHO presents
original thriller

‘WAJAH’Singer Taylor Swift won
maximum honours at the

American Music Awards 2022
taking home six awards,
including Artist of the Year.
"In the past few years, I have
released more music than I
did in the entire decade pre-
ceding that," she said during
her acceptance speech. "I
really feel that's down to the
fact that you, the fans, made
it clear that you wanted to
hear lots of music that I
would make - you encour-
aged me," reports Deadline.
Swift said that the more
music she put out the happi-
er she felt and thanked the
fans for her happiness as
they were the motivators.
The New artist of the year
was won by Dove Cameron.
Elton John & Dua Lipa, 'Cold
Heart - PNAU Remix' was
honoured with the
Collaboration of the Year
award.
Favourite Touring Artiste
award was taken home by
Coldplay. Harry Styles was
named the Favourite male
pop artist while Swift won in
the Female category. The
Favourite pop duo/group was
won by the K-pop superband
BTS. Favourite pop song was
Harry Styles's 'As It Was'.
Kendrick Lamar took home
the Favourite Hiphop artiste
and in the female category
rapper Nicki Minaj lifted the
trophy.
The film 'Elvis' which was
competing alongside
Encanto, Sing 2, Stranger

Things: Soundtrack from the
Netflix Series, Season 4 and
Top Gun: Maverick won the
Favourite soundtrack.
Other winners of the night
included Beyonce, who took
Favourite R&B Artist and Bad
Bunny, who managed to take
two, including Favourite
Make Latin Artist. Harry
Styles, BTS, Morgan Wallen,
Tems, Wizkid and Kendrick
Lamar each took two awards.

Artist Of The Year Taylor
Swift reigns American

Music Awards 2022

T
ollywood 'megastar'
K. Chiranjeevi, who
has been staying

away from politics for the
last eight years, said on
Sunday that it is very dif-
ficult to succeed in poli-
tics but hoped that his
younger brother Pawan
Kalyan would reach a top
position.

Chiranjeevi, who had
entered politics in 2008
but could not succeed, re-
vealed that he had to pull
out after realising that it
is not easy to excel in poli-
tics.

Speaking at an alumni
association meeting at
YNM College in
Hyderabad, the top star
made some interesting
comments about politics
and why he failed.

"I can't take something
to a conclusion, if it has
not come from my heart.
If you want to shine in
politics, you should not be
sensitive," he said.

The actor remarked
that in politics one has to
verbally attack others
and should be ready to
tolerate what others say.
"One has to be brazen in
politics. At one stage, I
started thinking do I real-

ly need this," he added.
Speaking about his

brother and Jana Sena
leader Pawan Kalyan, he
remarked that Pawan is
suitable for politics.
"You are all with
Pawan. With the bless-
ing of you all, he will
one day reach to

some top position,"
Chiranjeevi added.

Chiranjeevi had en-
tered politics in 2008 by
floating Praja Rajyam
Party (PRP). However, the
party had to bite the dust
in 2009 polls as the
Congress under Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy re-
tained power in then un-
divided Andhra Pradesh.

The actor later merged
his party with the
Congress and in return
the latter made him a
Rajya Sabha member and
a Union minister. After

Congress was wiped out
from Andhra Pradesh in
2014 due to the public
anger over the state's divi-
sion, Chiranjeevi dis-
tanced himself from ac-
tive politics and started
focusing on films.

Last month,
Chiranjeevi had said that
his support will definitely
be with Pawan Kalyan.

The megstar had stated
that Andhra Pradesh
needs a leader like Pawan
Kalyan and hoped that
people will give him an
opportunity in future.

It’s difficult to succeed
in politics: Chiranjeevi

P
opular Telugu actor
Naga Shaurya took
to his social media

handle to share a picture
of him tying the mangal-
sutra on his longtime girl-
friend and interior de-
signer Anusha N. Shetty
as they tied the knot on
Sunday in a private cere-
mony in a Bengaluru
hotel.

The pictures and videos
of their pre-wedding fes-
tivities and wedding cere-
mony are doing rounds
all over social media.

In the picture, the cou-
ple looked stunning in
traditional wedding at-
tire. The actor wrote in
the caption: "Introducing
My Lifetime
Responsibility." As soon
as the videos went viral
on social media, congrat-
ulatory messages poured
in for the couple from his

fans and friends.
Their pre-wedding cele-

bration happened on
November 19 including
mehendi ceremony and
cocktail party. Naga can
be seen in the pictures
wearing blue kurta outfit,
while Anusha wore a flo-
ral, embroidered lehenga.

For the wedding cere-
mony, he wore a white
kurta with a dhoti and
Anusha can be seen in
traditional style golden
embroidered sari, heavy
jewellery and gajra in her
hair. They will be organis-
ing a reception for indus-
try friends and family
members. On the work
front, Naga was recently
seen in "Krishna Vrinda
Vihari". He will be next
seen in a action entertain-
er "Rangabali" for which
shooting has already
started.

Naga Shaurya ties the knot with longtime girlfriend Anusha Shetty

V
eteran Actress
S a m i k s s h a
Batnagar, who has

worked in the movie
'Poster Boys' and has been
a part of the television
show 'Uttaran', has done
absolute justice to her role
of Irawati in the stream-
ing series 'Dharavi Bank'.

She plays the wife of
Vivek Anand Oberoi's
character of JCP Jayant
Gavaskar and her per-
formance connects with
the audience at large be-
cause of its emotional ap-
peal.

And that's what formed
a major part of her ap-
proach towards the char-
acter as she feels that the
most powerful way to
reach an audience is
through the character's
emotions. The story has
well-written scenes that
engage the audience on an
emotional plane and allow
them to viscerally take
part in the story.

An unending stretch of
dirty narrow lanes, open
sewers, and cramped huts
- a place that more than a
million people call home,
Dharavi is deep enough to
shelter a sea of secrets and
'Dharavi Bank' brings out
its essence with its en-
grossing narrative.

'Dharavi Bank', which is
an MX Original Series,
presents a power-packed
story of a vast crime
nexus operating within
the walls of Dharavi,
helmed by the ruthless

Thalaivan. Suniel Shetty
makes his OTT debut as
the formidable Thalaivan.

Talking about the series,
Samikssha said: "I was ec-
static with the director's
vision. Samit Sir has well
crafted this series into
highlighting the clash of
two worthy adversaries in
a thrilling chase, the
episodes of this gripping
thriller are streaming on
MX Player and getting
enormous attention.
Audience will fall in love
with impeccable camera
work and screenplay."

The 10-episode series
witnesses a restless cop's
thrilling chase to find an
unattainable kingpin who
helms an unimaginable fi-
nancial empire worth Rs
30,000 crores - hidden in
the mazed lanes of
Dharavi.

Samikssha Batnagar
makes emotional impact

as Irawati in ‘Dharavi Bank’
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Doha, Nov 22:

Saudi Arabia did the un-
thinkable to pull off one of
the biggest upsets in World
Cup history as the Green
Falcons stunned Lionel
Messi-led Argentina 2-1 in
their World Cup 2022
Group C opener in Doha
on Tuesday. Herve
Renard's men used every
ounce of their energy in a
spirited display to script
one of the greatest victo-
ries by an Asian nation in
the biggest football carni-
val.

The Lusail Stadium
hosted the game in a re-
markable atmosphere,
with thousands of Saudis
crossing the border to sup-
port their team, joining
Argentina's customarily
large and boisterous fan
base. Argentina were on
course to equal Italy's
record unbeaten run of 37
games after the mercurial
Messi opened his fifth and
final World Cup with a
10th-minute penalty. Messi
scored the penalty against
Saudi Arabia after a video
review spotted a foul be-
fore Argentina had three
goals disallowed. Messi, 35,
beat Saudi goalkeeper
Mohammed Al-Owais on a
breakaway, but that goal,
as well as two others by his
teammate Lautaro
Martinez, were ruled off-
side.

But La Albiceleste were
stunned in the second half

when Saudi Arabia scored
two goals in five minutes
to take a 2-1 lead in Qatar.
Saleh Al-Shehri leveled for

Herve Renard's side min-
utes after halftime with a
low shot before Salem Al-
Dawsari curled in a bril-

liant strike from the edge
of the penalty area to give
Saudi Arabia the lead.

A calm Al-Owais made
some stunning saves to
deny Argentina a number
of goals and help Saudi
Arabia register their first-
ever win over La
Albiceleste. This defeat
comes as a shock for
Messi-led Argentina, who
had entered the World Cup
as one of the favourites to
win the title in Qatar after
the Copa America tri-
umph in 2021.

"Our team makes our
dreams come true!" and
"Where has Messi gone?
We defeated him! ", the
green-clad Saudis chanted
repeatedly in the Lusail
Stadium, on their feet and
deafeningly welcoming
every clearance from their
defence. Messi was in dis-
belief as he watched
throngs of Saudi Arabian
supporters, who are
Qatar's neighbours, cele-
brate in the stands while
wearing green attire. The
substitutes for Saudi
Arabia overran the field.
Lionel Scaloni's side ap-
peared to be on course for
a routine victory after
going up 1-0 after only 10
minutes, but Saudi Arabia
came up with a stunning
second-half performance
to hand Argentina a shock
defeat. Now, La Albiceleste
will take on Mexico next in
the World Cup on Saturday
in Group C.

Al Rayyan, Nov 22 (AP):

A young United States
team was nearing victory
in its World Cup return.
Then Walker Zimmerman
needlessly plowed into
Gareth Bale. Bale convert-
ed the resulting penalty
kick in the 82nd minute,
giving Wales a 1-1 draw
Monday night that left the
Americans feeling frus-
trated and made their
path to the knockout stage
more precarious. "You feel
like you have the game
and you're going to win
the game," midfielder
Brenden Aaronson said.
"It's a punch in the face."

Tim Weah put the
Americans ahead in the
36th minute off a pass
from Christian Pulisic,
scoring in front a crowd
that included his father,
former FIFA Player of the
Year and current Liberia
President George Weah.
Back in the World Cup
after missing the 2018
tournament, the United
States had only to close
out the final minutes. But
Brennan Johnson made a
throw-in that Aaron
Ramsey cut back to Bale,
who had his back to the
goal near the penalty
spot. Zimmerman's slid-
ing tackle took out Bale's
left leg, and Qatari refer-
ee Abdulrahman Al-
Jassim pointed to the
penalty spot.

"He probably just puts

his leg not for the ball but
to try and get in the way
of me hitting the ball,"
Zimmerman said. "So I
kind of went through
him and I think I still got
the ball. But clever move I
wish I would have seen
him out of the corner my
eye." Shooting in front of
the Red Wall of support-
ers, Bale sent his kick
past goalkeeper Matt
Turner for his 41st goal in
109 international appear-
ances, salvaging a point
for Wales in its first
World Cup match since
1958.

"Obviously, a difficult
game," Bale said. "First

half was not how we
wanted to play and the
United States played real-
ly well. We played quite
poorly." Next up for the
United States is a high-
profile matchup Friday
against England, which
opened with a 6-2 rout of
Iran. Wales faces the
Iranians. The top two
teams advance. "It think
it's pretty clear a disap-
pointing result for us,"
Turner said. Weah, just
22, was part of a new-look
American team that is
the tournament's second-
youngest. Yunus Musah,
at 19 years, 358 days the
youngest American to

start a Cup match, started
the move to Weah's goal
when he headed the ball
to Josh Sargent at the
midfield stripe. Sargent
dished off to Pulisic, who
burst up the middle of
the field. On his fourth
touch Pulisic rolled the
ball ahead to Weah, who
timed his run perfectly to
break in ahead of Neco
Williams.

From near the penalty
spot, Weah used the side
of his right foot to poke
the ball over the left thigh
of sliding goalkeeper
Wayne Hennessey for his
fourth goal in 26 interna-
tional appearances.

World Cup stunner: Saudi Arabia
beats Messi’s Argentina 2-1

Saudi Arabia's goalkeeper #21 Mohammed Al-Owais (L)
deflects the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C foot-
ball match between Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail
Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha on November 22.

Bale salvages 1-1 draw
for Wales against US

Wales' forward #11 Gareth Bale celebrates scoring his team's first goal during the Qatar 2022
World Cup Group B football match between USA and Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in 
Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

Napier, Nov 22 (PTI):

Arshdeep Singh and
Mohammed Siraj stopped
New Zealand in its tracks
with game-changing spells
before India won the rain-
marred third and final T20
via Duckworth-Lewis
method to claim the three-
match series 1-0, here
Tuesday.

Arshdeep and Siraj fired
in tandem and shared
eight wickets between
them as India bowled New
Zealand out for 160 in 19.4
overs after the hosts elect-
ed to bat.

New Zealand were going
strong at 130 for two in the
16th over but Arshdeep
(4/37) and Siraj (4/17) led
India's remarkable come-
back. The hosts lost eight
wickets for just 30 runs
after Devon Conway (59 off
49 balls) and Glenn
Phillips (54 off 33) had
propped up their innings.

In reply, India were pre-
cariously placed at 75 for 4
when rain stopped play. It
was a DLS par-score at
that time. The game never
resumed and ended in a
tie. Rishabh Pant (11) after
a couple of intent-filled
boundaries played a lousy
shot to get dismissed and

Suryakumar Yadav (13)
had a rare low score.

Skipper Pandya, who
didn't bowl a single deliv-

ery in the series due to
stiff neck, had scored a
nice little 30 off 18 balls
when heavens opened up.

India, after 2020, have
once again won a T20 se-
ries in New Zealand.

However the last time, it
was a comprehensive 5-0
win during the summer
season and this time
around, there was little
context post T20 World
Cup. The sole point of in-
terest was to check how

India's probable long term
T20 captain Pandya and a
new-look team fared.

But with opening match
completely washed out
and final game also suffer-
ing due to inclement
weather, there was little to
take home apart from
Suryakumar Yadav's glori-
ous series-winning hun-
dred in Tauranga and
Siraj emerging as potent
T20 option in favourable
conditions.

India win rain-marred T20 series
after third match ends in tie

India players celebrate in the dressing room after winning the series and their T20 cricket interna-
tional match against New Zealand in Napier, New Zealand, Tuesday.

NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd:: 160 all out in
19.4 overs (Devon Conway
59 and Glenn Phillips 54;
Mohammed Siraj 4/17,
Arshdeep Singh 4/37).
IInnddiiaa:: 75 for 4 in 9 overs
(Hardik Pandya 30 not out;
Tim Southee 2/27).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Nov 22 (AP):

Travis Head and David
Warner led Australia to a
221-run rain-affected vic-
tory over England to se-
cure a 3-0 win in the one-
day international series
that ended Tuesday at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground. Australia's open-
ing pair scored 269 runs
in front of just 10,406
spectators at the MCG.

Warner and Head's cen-
turies helped Australia
post 355-5 the highest ODI
total at the MCG after
England captain Jos
Buttler won the toss and
elected to field. Head hit
152 from 130 balls to bring
up his third ODI century
and highest score in the
format. Warner scored
106. Two rain delays dur-

ing Australia's innings
reduced the game to 48
overs per side, with
England's target lifted to
364. England was all out
for 142 in the 32nd over as
opener Jason Roy top-

scored with 38.
Fast bowler Olly Stone,

who was playing in just
his sixth ODI, led
England's bowlers with
figures of 4-85.
Australian legspinner
Adam Zampa had 4-31 to
finish the series with 11
wickets. "Good to finish
them off here with just
about the best ODI I've
been part of," Australia
captain Pat Cummins
said,

Buttler said his side
"fell a long way short . . . I
thought Australia out-
played us in every depart-
ment." Australia won the
first match in Adelaide
by six wickets and the
second at the Sydney
Cricket Ground by 72
runs to clinch the series
ahead of the final match.

Australia beats England in
rain-affected final ODI match

Melbourne, Nov 22 (PTI):

Bed-ridden after a freak
accident, star all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell feels he is
unlikely to recover in time
for the Australian team's
tour of India next year and
picking him could be a "big
risk".

Opening up on how he
broke his leg at a birthday
party recently, Maxwell said
there is "high chance" of
him missing out on a selec-
tion for the tour scheduled
in February-March.

Ruled out for an indefi-
nite period, he is currently
recovering from surgery on
his fractured fibula, which
he suffered after a friend fell
on his leg while enjoying a
birthday party. "There's a
time limit on when they're
going to announce that

squad to India and to be fair,
there's a high chance that I
won't make it. They're obvi-
ously going have to see me
playing cricket and they're
obviously going to have to
take a big risk if they do
take me," Maxwell told
Cricket Australia's
'Unplayable Podcast' from
his Melbourne home.
Revealing the details about
his accident, Maxwell said
that his former school-
teacher had fallen on his leg
after they both slipped over
on a patch of wet artificial
grass in their friend's back-
yard. "One of my mates,
who was also one of my
schoolteachers, we were
laughing about something
and I pretended to chase
him off somewhere,"
Maxwell said. "I reckon we
both took about three or
four steps out there, and
both slipped at the same
time. I just got my foot stuck
a little bit, and he fell, unfor-
tunately at a really bad
angle and landed straight
on my leg. "It just snapped. I
heard and felt every part of
it. It was pretty painful. I
was screaming a bit and he
was like, 'please tell me
you're joking, please tell me
you're joking'."

There’s a high chance that
I won’t make it: Bed-ridden

Maxwell on India tour

Doha, Nov 22:

Tunisia held European
Championship semifinalist
Denmark to a 0-0 draw Tuesday at
the World Cup. Coming three
hours after Saudi Arabia beat
Argentina in a shocking upset —
and before a stadium filled almost
entirely with Tunisia supporters —
it was another big result for two
of the four Arab nations compet-
ing at the first World Cup in the
Middle East. 
Against a backdrop of raucous
noise provided by the thousands
of Tunisian fans in the stands,
Issam Jebali had a goal ruled out
for offside in the 23rd minute but
it was Denmark who provided
most of the attacking football in
the first half. The Group D match
witnessed as many as 20 corner
kicks, but no goals. Denmark hit
the woodwork in the second half
and dominated the proceedings
but failed to break the deadlock

against the tenacious African
side.  Denmark would feel undone
after a late penalty call did not go
in their favour despite VAR com-
ing into the play. Tunisia put in a
gallant display in the entire
match, and in the end, secured a
deserved point.Tunisia likely
deserved more but an expert save
shortly before halftime by goal-

keeper Kasper Schmeichel helped
Denmark preserve the draw.
Schmeichel stuck his hand up to
deflect a shot from Issam Jebali,
who plays his club ball in
Denmark for Odense. The match
marked Christian Eriksen’s return
to a major tournament less than a
year and a half after his cardiac
arrest with Denmark at Euro 2020.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):

The 2024 T20 World Cup will be
played in a different format in
which 20 participating countries
will be divided into four groups
of five teams each and the first
round will be followed by a
Super Eight stage. In the 2021
and 2022 editions, the first
round was followed by the
Super 12 but in the next tourna-
ment, the top two teams from
each of the four groups will
progress to the Super Eight
phase, where they will be fur-
ther divided into two groups of
four each. Then, the top two
sides in each of the two Super
Eights groups will make the
semi-finals, which will be fol-
lowed by the final. As many as
12 teams have already secured
their berth in the next edition of
the tournament to be played in
West Indies and United States.

As hosts, the West Indies and
the USA take up the first two
spots. The top eight teams in
the recently-held T20 World
Cup in Australia (top four in
each Super 12 group), including
reigning champions England
and runners-up Pakistan, have
already gained spots for the
2024 tournament, with
Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
the next best teams on the ICC
men's T20I Rankings, also
securing their spot. The final
eight spots for the 2024 tourna-
ment will be decided in regional
play, the ICC said in a press
release. "While South Africa
claimed 2024 qualification by
virtue of their top eight finish,
Zimbabwe were unable to capi-
talise on their strong start to
the campaign, finishing last in
the Super 12 group to be sent
back to regional qualification,"
the ICC said in the release.

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):

Reigning youth Asian
champions Ravina,
Vishwanath Suresh and
Vanshaj secured medals
along with four other
Indians by entering the
semifinals of the Youth
men's and women's World
Boxing Championships in
La Nucia, Spain. Bhawna
Sharma (48kg), Kunjarani
Devi Thongam (60kg),
Lashu Yadav (70kg) and
Ashish (54kg) are the coun-
try's other boxers who are
also assured of at least
bronze medals after secur-
ing last four berths.

Extending their spectac-
ular show at the prestigious
tournament, all four
women boxers marched
ahead by scoring identical
5-0 victories in their respec-
tive quarterfinal bouts.
While Ravina thrashed
Romania's Alexandra
Cretu in the 63kg contest,
Bhavana and Kunjarani
out-punched Venezuela's
Evimir Brito and Aigerim
Kabdolda of Kazakhstan
respectively. Lashu domi-
nated Mexican boxer Zuzet
Hernandez. Griviya Devi
Huidrom (54kg) was the
lone Indian woman to end
up on the losing side as she
went down to Kazakhstan's
Elina Bazarova by 0-5.

Meanwhile, it was a mixed
day for India in the men's
section as three of the five
pugilists in action managed
to progress into the medal
rounds.

Vishwanath (48kg) and
Vanshaj (63.5kg) posted
unanimous wins over
Australia's Jye Kerr and
Omar Livaza of
Kyrgyzstan respectively.
Ashish, on the other hand,
had to work hard against
Scotland's Aaron Cullen as
the result was declared 4-3
in the Indian's favour after
the bout was reviewed.

Deepak (75kg) and Mohit
(86kg) were the two Indian
male pugilists to suffer de-
feats in the quarterfinals.

The ongoing event has
been witnessing the partici-
pation of close to 600 boxers
from 73 countries. 17
Indians qualifying for the
last eight stage is the high-
est for any country at the
event followed by
Kazakhstan (16) and
Uzbekistan (13).

With seven medals al-
ready confirmed, Tamanna
(50kg), Preeti Dahiya
(57kg), Devika Ghorpade
(52kg), Muskan (75kg) and
Kirti (+81kg) will look to ex-
tend India's medals tally as
they fight in the women's
quarter-finals on eighth
day of the competition.

Youth World Boxing C’ships: 

Seven Indians confirm medals

Tunisia holds Denmark to
0-0 draw in Group D

Next men’s T20 World Cup to
be in played in new format
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Migratory birds fly above the Narmada river during a foggy
winter morning, at Gwarighat in Jabalpur, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):
The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday rejected a peti-
tion challenging a CIC de-
cision refusing to impose
penalty on an official for
belatedly providing infor-
mation on an RTI applica-
tion seeking certain de-
tails in relation to the auc-
tion of a suit worn by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, calling the plea
“misconceived”. Justice
Yashwant Varma dis-
missed the petition by the
RTI applicant and said no
case was established be-
fore the Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) to
warrant a penalty. The pe-
titioner, who assailed the
order passed by the CIC in
July 2021, said he had filed

an application under the
Right to Information Act
seeking information per-
taining to Modi’s suit and
its auction but it was given
to him after a delay of one
year and therefore the CIC
should have imposed a
penalty on the official con-
cerned. He stated the CIC
only cautioned the official
for the delay in responding
to the application but did
not levy a penalty, which
was contrary to the RTI
Act. The court ruled the
petition was misconceived
and that the law only em-
powers the CIC to levy a
penalty if it finds the in-
formation has been pro-
vided belatedly without
any reasonable cause or
where there is malafide.

There is no provision for
an automatic imposition
of penalty in case of delay,
the court stated. “The
court finds it unable to
sustain the submission (of
the petitioner) bearing in
mind the language em-
ployed in section 20 (of
RTI Act). As is manifest
from a reading of the pro-
vision, the commission is
empowered to levy penalty
only when it finds that the
information has been pro-
vided belatedly without
any reasonable cause or in
a case where it has been
denied malafidely. Neither
of these steps were estab-
lished which would have
warranted the CIC to im-
pose a penalty,” the court
said.

HC rejects challenge 
to CIC order on RTI plea 

Over auction of PM Modi’s suit

New Delhi, Nov 22 (PTI):
A Delhi court on Tuesday
sought the Enforcement
Directorate’s response to a
plea by jailed AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain seeking
a direction to Tihar offi-
cials to provide him food
items like fruits, dry fruits
and dates as per his reli-
gious beliefs as he was ob-
serving a fast.

Special Judge Vikas
Dhull issued notice to the
agency and directed it to
file its reply by Wednesday.
The application has also

sought a direction to the
prison officials to immedi-
ately conduct the minis-
ter’s medical check-up. It
said that Jain was “a strict
adherent of Jainism”, but
he was not being provided
basic food that is partaken
under his religion and
medical facilities inside
the prison.

It said that the Delhi
Prison Rules provide for
diets to be given as per the
local or religious customs
such as during Navratras
and Ramzan.

The application alleged
that from the day of Jain’s
arrest on May 31, he has
not been able to visit a

Jain temple, and “being a
strict Jain religious ob-
server, he has been on a re-
ligious fast and was not
having cooked food, puls-
es, grains and milk prod-
ucts”.

“For last almost six
months, he has been sur-
viving only on fruits, veg-
etables, seeds and dry
fruits or dates. This he was
purchasing from his quota
of ration available to all
inmates.

“In the meantime, he
has suffered a major fall in
jail which led to a severe
spine injury, for which he
was treated by LNJP
Hospital.

Court seeks ED’s response
on Satyendar Jain’s plea

 For food as per
religious beliefs

Hyderabad, Nov 22 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Congress in Telangana,
senior party leader and
former minister Marri
Shashidhar Reddy, son of
former Chief Minister of
undivided Andhra
Pradesh Marri Channa
Reddy, quit the party on
Tuesday.

Shashidhar Reddy, who
had been a loyal
Congressman for several
decades and even headed
a ‘Congress Loyalists
Forum’ of Telangana
Congress leaders, sent
his resignation to AICC
president Mallikarjun
Kharge. He addressed a
letter to top leader Sonia
Gandhi explaining the

reasons for his resigna-
tion. In the letter, he
wrote about the allegedly
growing influence of
money in party affairs,
its failure in effectively
taking on the ruling TRS
in Telangana and the
poor functioning of
AICC in-charges and
PCC presidents.

Recalling the long as-
sociation he and his late
father have had with the
Congress since the
party’s election symbol
was a “pair of bullocks”
followed by “cow and
calf ” in the 1960s, he
said it was on the advice
of his father that later
Indira Gandhi had
opted for the “hand”
symbol.

Cong leader Marri 
Shashidhar Reddy quits party


