
Training 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Apex child
rights body NCPCR on
Sunday launched a train-
ing module for Child
Welfare Committees to
enhance knowledge and
improve skills of its mem-
bers in delivering effective
and timely service for pro-
tection and rehabilitation
of children. The National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights also
launched the 'GHAR - GO
Home and Re-Unite'
(Portal for Restoration and
Repatriation of Child)
which addresses the
amended roles of CWCs
and District Child
Protection Officer (DCPOs)
for children in need of care
and protection.

Seized 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
recovered heroin worth
crores in Baramulla dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said
Sunday. During a routine
check at AD Post in
Hathlanga area of Uri,
security forces intercept-
ed a suspicious looking
man who tried to flee
when they tried to
approach him, a police
spokesperson said.

Escape 
KKoohhiimmaa:: At least nine
inmates of Mon district jail
in Nagaland have escaped
from prison, and a mas-
sive search operation is
underway to trace them,
police said on Sunday. The
prisoners include under-
trial inmates and murder
convicts, a police officer
said, adding, they man-
aged to flee in the early
hours of Saturday after
somehow getting hold of
their cell keys.

Condole
KKoollkkaattaa:: The All India
Football Federation on
Sunday condoled the
demise of former India
captain Babu Mani and
said his exploits will con-
tinue to inspire young
footballers in the country.
Babu Mani breathed his
last here on Saturday. 

IEDs  detected
RRaanncchhii:: Security forces
engaged in anti-Naxal oper-
ation detected 120
Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs) planted by
Maoists in Jharkhand's
Latehar district, police said.
The security forces detect-
ed the IEDs planted by the
Maoists to target them in
Budapahad area of Latehar
district, which was earlier a
den of the Maoists, on
Friday, the police said.

Arrested
JJaaiippuurr:: A suspected
shooter involved in the
murder of a Dera Sacha
Sauda follower was
arrested following a brief
encounter in a joint oper-
ation by Punjab and
Rajasthan police in
Ramnagaria area of
Jaipur, officials said on
Sunday. 

WORLD CUP FEVER

A boy balances a football on his head in the backdrop of a wall decorated in support
of Brazialian team for the upcoming FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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BRIEF

BJP leader & MLA Padma
Hazarika along with an artist
performs ahead of the birth

anniversary of Lachit Borphukan,
in Tezpur, Sunday.

Udhagamandalam , Nov 20 (PTI):

A 40-year-old man is
being questioned here in
connection with the au-
torickshaw blast in
Karnataka's Mangaluru as
the mobile SIM card used
by the accused was al-
legedly bought using his
Aadhar card, police said
on Sunday.

Based on information,
police rushed to
Kundasappai village and
questioned Surendran
about the incident, where
the accused got the SIM
card through his Aadhar
card, they said. Police had
claimed that the SIM card
used by the accused was
bought by submitting a
fake Aadhar card which
led police to Surendran.
Interrogation is underway

to ascertain whether
Surendran had helped the
accused to buy the SIM

card or the accused used
the number without his
knowledge, they added.

Surendran is being
taken to Coimbatore for
further interrogation.

An explosion in a mov-
ing autorickshaw, near a
police station, left the pas-

senger and the driver in-
jured in Mangaluru on
Saturday evening. Both
have been admitted to hos-
pital. According to
sources, a cooker fitted
with detonator, wires and
batteries were used to trig-
ger the blast.

Raipur, Nov 20: 

Mahatma Gandhi be-
lieved India became "polit-
ically free" on August 15,
1947, and wanted Congress
to work for attaining so-
cial, economic, and moral
freedom instead of work-
ing as a political party, sen-
ior BJP leader Ram
Madhav said on Sunday.

Speaking at the litfest
'Sahitya Parab 2022' in
Raipur, he also claimed
since Congress leaders
had stopped paying heed
to Gandhiji, this sugges-
tion was not acceptable to
them.

In a veiled dig at Rahul
Gandhi, he said Mahatma
Gandhi's wish to dissolve
Congress seems to be ful-
filled by another Gandhi.

"When India got free-
dom on August 15, 1947,

everyone called it 'azadi'
and 'swatantratra'
(Independence). But
Mahatma Gandhi was the
only person who denied
saying this and said India
became politically inde-
pendent," Madhav said.

Three days before
Mahatma Gandhi's death
(he was assassinated on

January 30, 1948), he dic-
tated a proposal that he
wanted to get passed in the
next convention of the
Indian National Congress.
However, that convention
was not held as Gandhiji
was assassinated, Madhav
said. "In that proposal,
Gandhiji had written
India has attained only po-
litical freedom but social,
economic and moral free-
dom are yet to be achieved
in the Indian society," he
said. Madhav said
Gandhiji had suggested
launching another move-
ment (to attain social, eco-
nomic and moral freedom)
and keep it out of the
purview of politics, and
therefore, Congress had to
quit as a political party.

"Congress leaders had
stopped paying heed to
Gandhi ji and therefore

this suggestion was not ac-
cepted by them.
(Mahatma) Gandhi ji's
wish to dissolve Congress
seems to be fulfilled by an-
other Gandhi," he said.

Speaking as the chief
guest, Madhav hailed the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's ambitious 'Ram
Van Gaman Path' (the
route taken by Lord Ram
on his way to the 14-year
exile) project.

Without taking names,
Madhav said the exile of
Lord Ram was an example
of political sacrifice but in
Chhattisgarh, "he is not
ready to quit". Madhav
said he had seen big hoard-
ings of 'Ram Van Gaman
Path' renovation work in
Raipur which is good as
the country's heritage
needs to be protected and
rejuvenated.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu
underwent cataract surgery in
her right eye at the Army
Hospital (Referral and Research)
here on Sunday, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said in a communique.
The surgery was successful and
she has been discharged from
the hospital, it said. Murmu, 64,
had undergone cataract surgery
in her left eye at the Army
Hospital on October 16. "The
President of India, Smt Droupadi
Murmu underwent cataract sur-
gery of her right eye today
morning (November 20, 2022) at
the Army Hospital (Referral &
Research), New Delhi. Surgery
was successful and she has
been discharged from the hospi-
tal," the Rashtrapati Bhavan
said. Murmu was sworn in as
the 15th President of India on
July 25.

Kolkata, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Several iconic structures
and buildings, including
Bidhan Sabha Bhavan and
Howrah Bridge, in Kolkata
were illuminated in blue
on Sunday on the occasion
of World Children's Day.

West Bengal assembly
building, Kolkata Press
Club and Birla Industrial
and Technological
Museum are among the
structures lit up in blue to
convey solidarity on the
issue of child rights,
UNICEF said in a press
statement. November 20 is
celebrated as World
Children's Day every year.

Places of worship like
Shiv Mandir at Taratala,
Masjid Un Noor at Park
Circus, Basanti Church,

Gurdwara Sant Kutiya at
Bhawanipur, Japanese
Buddhist Temple at
Dhakuria and Pareshnath
Swetambar Jain Temple at
Manicktala were also illu-
minated with blue light to
develop awareness about
the rights of children
among the believers of
multiple faiths. "To send
out a message to the whole
world to uphold the rights
of children and create a
better world for them, these
iconic structures have been
illuminated so to build
awareness among people
for creating a world full of
peace, opportunity, safety,
equality, inclusiveness and
happiness for every child,"
said Mohammad
Mohiuddin, Chief of
UNICEF in West Bengal.

Botad (Guj), Nov 20 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the BJP has com-
pelled all other parties in
the country to talk about
development as the main
issue during elections.

Addressing a poll rally
in Botad town in
Saurashtra region of poll-
bound Gujarat, the prime
minister appealed to vot-
ers to reject those who al-
ways defame the state.

"Earlier, allegations
about scams used to be the
main issue during elec-
tions. But, after BJP's rise
in Gujarat, the main issue
has become development
instead of scams. We com-
pelled all other political
parties in the country to
talk about development
during polls," he said.

On the occasion, the

prime minister promised
youths that the entire belt
covering Botad, Dholera
and Bhavnagar will soon
become Gujarat's "most
happening industrial belt
where even aeroplanes
will be manufactured".

He said the upcoming
Assembly elections, sched-
uled to be held in two phas-
es on December 1 and 5,
will decide Gujarat's path
for the next 25 years and
not for just five years.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Seeking justice for over
four years, the family of
the eight-year-old Kathua
rape-murder victim is ea-
gerly waiting for the start
of the trial against
Shubam Sangra, who will
be treated as an adult fol-
lowing a Supreme Court
order.

The lawyer for the vic-
tim's family, Mubeen
Farooqi, told PTI from
Malerkotla in Punjab that
the trial should take place
in Punjab as was done for
the other accused and not
anywhere else. If needed,
they will approach the
Supreme Court again to
get clarity on this issue, he
said.

"We can't have two ap-
pellate courts for the same
case," the lawyer said.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held Sangra, a
key accused in the sensa-
tional gangrape and mur-
der of the girl from a no-
madic community in
Kathua in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2018, was not a
minor at the time of the of-

fence and ordered his trial
as an adult.

The top court also ob-
served that a casual or cav-
alier approach by courts
in such cases cannot be
permitted.

A bench of justices Ajay
Rastogi and J B Pardiwala
said though there was a
"clear and unambiguous
case in favour of the ac-
cused person's juvenility
on the basis of his birth
certificate and school
records, he cannot take
shelter under such docu-
ments when a heinous
crime has been commit-
ted".

It also chastised the
CJM and the high court
over their "casual and cav-
alier" approach while de-
ciding the accused was a
juvenile when the crime
was committed.

Ahmedabad, Nov 20 (PTI):

The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in
Gujarat on Sunday sus-
pended seven party lead-
ers, including two former
MLAs, for filing nomina-
tions as independent can-
didates for the upcoming
state Assembly elections
after they were denied
tickets.

The seven candidates
are contesting from the
seats that will go to polls
in the first phase of the
elections scheduled to be

held on December 1. The
party suspended former
MLAs Arvind Ladani,
who had won from Keshod
constituency in 2012, and
Harshad Vasava from the
Scheduled Tribe-reserved
seat of Nandod, after they
filed their nominations as
independents from these
seats.

The BJP has fielded Dr
Darshana Deshmukh
from Nandod and
Devabhai Malam from
Keshod.

The saffron party also
suspended Chhatarsinh
Gunjariya, a district pan-
chayat member from
Surendranagar, after he

filed his nomination as an
independent from
Dhrangadhra seat.

Other suspended lead-
ers include Ketan Patel,
Bharat Chavda, Uday
Shah and Karan Baraiya,
who have filed their nomi-
nations as independents
from Pardi, Rajkot,
Veraval and Rajula seats
respectively.

The BJP, in a release,
said, "These leaders have
filed their nominations as
independent candidates
against the candidates de-
clared by the party. They
are being suspended on
the direction of the state
BJP president C R Paatil."

Bengaluru, Nov 20 (PTI):

The Indian Space Research

Organisation will launch PSLV-

C54/ EOS-06 mission with

Oceansat-3 and eight nano satel-

lites, including one from Bhutan,

on board from Sriharikota space-

port on November 26. The launch

is scheduled at 11.56 am (rpt

11.56 am) on Saturday, said the

national space agency headquar-

tered here. Asked about the pas-

sengers aboard the rocket, a sen-

ior ISRO official told PTI on

Sunday: "EOS-06 (Oceansat-3)

plus eight nano satellites

(BhutanSat, 'Anand' from Pixxel,

Thybolt two numbers from Dhruva

Space, and Astrocast - four num-

bers from Spaceflight USA).

K’TAKA AUTORICKSHAW EXPLOSION

TN cops quizzes 1 for
links with accused 

A cooker fitted with detonator,
wires and batteries found 

during the investigation after an
explosion in an auto-rickshaw in

Mangaluru, Sunday.

The explosion in a moving autorickshaw in
Mangaluru was an 'act of terror,' Karnataka Director
General of Police, Praveen Sood said on Sunday. In a
tweet, the DGP said, "It's confirmed now. The blast
is not accidental but an ACT OF TERROR with inten-
tion to cause serious damage. Karnataka State
Police is probing deep into it along with central
agencies." The blast occurred on Saturday evening
inside an autorickshaw, near a police station, leaving
the passenger and the driver injured. Both have been
admitted to the hospital. State Home Minister Araga Jnanendra said
those injured in the blast were being provided good treatment. They
are not in a position to speak. "The information we received shows
that there is a deep conspiracy behind the incident. 

‘Explosion an act of terror’

DGP Sood

WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY

Howrah Bridge among iconic
buildings illuminated in blue

After SC order, Kathua victim’s family
awaits trial of accused 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held Sangra, a
key accused in the sensa-
tional gangrape and murder
of the girl from a nomadic
community in Kathua in
Jammu and Kashmir in
2018, was not a minor at the
time of the offence and
ordered his trial as an adult.
The top court also observed
that a casual or cavalier
approach by courts in such
cases cannot be permitted.

What SC order says......

‘Gandhi wanted to dissolve Cong after 1947’

Ram Madhav

Prez Murmu
undergoes

cataract surgery

‘BJP forced other parties in country
to talk about development’

PM Modi speaks during a public
meeting ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, Sunday.

Guj BJP suspends 7 rebels
for filing nominations

̈ As independents after
being denied tickets

ISRO to launch 

PSLV-C54 on Nov 26 

̈ With Oceansat-3, 8
nano satellites

Mumbai, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Central Railway man-
aged to dismantle the
British-era Carnac bridge
between CSMT and Masjid
stations in Mumbai before
time on Sunday after oper-
ating a 27-hour traffic
block that was supposed to
end at 2am on Monday, of-
ficials said here.

The block on all subur-
ban and mainline tracks
as well the ones in the yard
between CSMT and
Byculla and CSMT and
Wadala was in place from
11pm on Saturday to 2am
on Monday. "However, the
first train departed from
CSMT for Thane at 3:50pm
on Sunday, passing the
Carnac Bridge disman-
tling site at 4pm. Harbour

line was restored by 7pm.
The work on seventh line
and yard are in progress
and will be completed be-
fore the scheduled plan,"
an official said. He said re-

moval of pathways in the
available corridor mar-
gins before the block day
and standby cranes helped
to complete the work be-
fore time.

British-era Carnac bridge dismantled

Workers dismantle British-era Carnac Bridge between
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) and Masjid Bunder
station on Central Line, in Mumbai, Sunday.

Jabalpur, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday
called upon the fami-
lies of Sangh volun-
teers to make maxi-
mum use of
'swadeshi' goods,
shun the western
family system and
have meals with peo-
ple from poorer strata
of the society at least
once a week.
He was addressing the family
members of the RSS volun-
teers of Mahakaushal region
here in Madhya Pradesh, a
participant told PTI over
phone after attending the
function. The event started
with the worship of a cow and
calf as well as a Tulsi plant at

M L Bai School ground in the
heart of Jabalpur city.
"He urged the families to sit
together at the table for a

meal at least once in
a week to strengthen
their bond. He asked
the audience to pur-
sue the old Indian
joint family values
and shun the western
family system," the
Sangh functionary
said.
"He asked the fami-

lies to invite sanitary workers
in their locality or any other
family from the lower strata of
the society to their place and
have a meal with them once in
a week. He asked the volun-
teers to become role models
by spreading goodness and
working towards dispelling the
caste system," he added.

BHAGWAT TO RSS VOLUNTEERS

‘Use swadeshi goods, have meals
with people from poorer strata’
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By M Rai

‘I’m alone in this world
so helpless ; the whole
world is full of wicked and
deceitful people; I’m weak;
I have no achievements; I
don’t deserve to be among
the people of fame; I lack
concentration and I will
never succeed in anything
in life etc,’ are some of the
feelings of a few graduates
of different streams and
branches, reflected in a dis-
cussion on the topic
Career And Stress In
Youths, recently.

Such an unbridled flow
of negative thoughts is in-
deed the fiercest enemy sit-
ting inside and posing as a
friend in several of the
youths of the country. Not
only this, it induces the
victim syndrome in the
youths, making them feel
that the whole world is
against them to make
them failure in life, it

keeps them in constant
and chronic stress that
leads to harm their im-
mune system. In due
course, unchecked nega-
tive thinking like this,
forms into a habit and re-
duces their natural ability
to think logically as it
forms a vicious circle feed-
ing on itself and makes it
difficult for them to con-
trol. So far as I feel, such
negative thoughts do
rarely originate from ex-
ternal causes like ill
health, physical weakness,
unexpected grief, being a
victim of some injustice
etc. etc. But to my under-
standing, such negative
thoughts are planted more
by the people who give
birth to these negative
thoughts and strengthen
the young minds, often
forcing them to believe
them to be true. It’s really,
unfortunate which need to
be controlled and managed

in the interest of the
youths’ bright career and
the nation as well. We also
know that whether it is
people or the pandemic,
they are still in the exter-
nal world yet, their ill ef-
fects can be avoided e asily
by three weapons like—
self restriction, self con-
trol and self discipline
which the so called youths
only can do by themselves.
Some tips mentioned
below can help to get rid of
this problem of negativity,
and be successful in life.
Despite being aware of
these dangers, these

thoughts cannot be fully
eliminated but they can be

distanced and managed.
Managing negative
thoughts is both an art and
a challenge and, can be

possible by applying the
following mechanism by
oneself;— do not let the
negative thoughts domi-
nate you, face them with
courage and determina-
tion that can drive the fear
away. Look within and you
will find a stream of calm-
ness fully protected from
the external forces and
world, Love your friends
and family and accept your
limitations, concentrate on
your duty honestly. Keep
away from negative people
because they spread their
gloomy and doomy ways of
analysis and thinking; al-
ways choose positive
thinking and feeling about
everything and everyone.
Develop interactions with
friends, close relations and

share your honest feelings
and, never avoid social
contact . Be highly selec-
tive about what you watch
on TV and your interac-
tion on social groups like
whats app, face book as
they are the worst carriers
of gloomy stories and ru-
mours, they breed negative
thinking and lead to disap-
pointment and depression
moods; engage yourself in
meditations, reading good
books, listening to sooth-
ing music etc.

Even in time of intolera-
ble situations, avoid enter-
taining negative thoughts
about anything or

anyone. Remember, posi-
tive thinking alone doesn’t
work, it works when your
brain exercises. So, you
need to repair your brain
otherwise you will spend
your time and life blaming
of having no resources,
blaming people, even your
parents or anybody else.

Manage the Dangers of Negative Thoughts

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

The marriage of Shri
Krishna and Rukmani
was the marriage of
Jivatma and
Parmatama. One who
surrenders to the
almighty, almighty
adopts him, said
Acharya Jugal Kishore
Dwivedi while narrating
the story of Shri
Krishna – Rukmani
Vivah at Nehru Nagar
Kalibari on Sunday.

Acharya Dwivedi said
that Rukmani was the
daughter of King
Bhishmak of Vidarbha
Rukmani was the incar-
nation of Goddess
Lakshmi. Bhishmak de-
sired that Rukmani
should marry Shri
Krishna but Rukmi
(Rukmani’s brother) was
in favour of her mar-
riage with Shishupal.
Rukmani sent a

Brahmin to Dwarka with
a message that she want-
ed to marry Shri
Krishna. She addressed
her letter saying “not the
world; the creator of the
world is beautiful”. She
wrote to Shri Krishna,
“his beauty & attributes
have fascinated her; she
did not want to marry a
lustful person”. She fur-
ther requested Shri
Krishna to abduct her
when she visits Parvati

t e m p l e .
Shri Krishna reached
Vidarbha overnight.

Meanwhile, Shishupal
along with Jarasandh
and other kings reached

there. When Rukmani
was returning from the
temple, she saw Krishna
and he soon swept her
into his chariot with
him. All of Jarasandha’s
forces quickly started
chasing them, but they
were repulsed by
Balarama and his army.
Rukmi chased after
Krishna and Rukmani.
He challenged Krishna
to a fight, but was easily
overpowered by the for-

mer. Rukmani begged
Krishna to spare her
brother’s life, and the
latter agreed. However,
he shaved Rukmi’s hair
and moustache as a
mark of punishment,
and let him go free.
Krishna and Rukmani
reached Dwaraka, where
they were welcomed
with great pomp and cer-
emony, followed by a
wedding. On November
21, Sudama Charitra,
Bhagwat Katha
Vishram, Purnahuti and
Bhandara will be held.
The uniqueness of this
Bhagwat week is that it
is being organised by an
all women organisation,
Astha Mandali. Pt
Bajrang Dwivedi, Pt
Paritosh Mishra, Pt
Parichay Mishra and
other volunteers are
making significant con-
tributions for making
the event successful.

Devotees shower flower petals during Krishna–Rukmani Vivah 

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2200::  The energetic
and motivated team of
Merchant Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has once again cre-
ated daily and shift records. A
new shift record of rolling 1043
tonnes (2160 pieces) of 32 mm
TMT was recorded by
Merchant Mill in night shift on
November 18, 2022 surpassing
the record of 1018 tonnes
(2100 pieces) set on November
16, 2022.

Similarly, on November 18,
2022, a new daily record of pro-
duction was also recorded by
Merchant Mill by rolling 2951
tonnes of 32 mm TMT. With

this the mill surpassed the
daily record of 2777 tonnes set
on November 02, 2022.

The higher management of
BSP congratulated the
Merchant Mill fraternity and its
leadership for creating new
records and consistently
excelling. Speaking on the
occasion, Ajay Bedi, Chief
General Manager (Merchant
Mill & Wire Rod Mill) credited
the excellent performance to
the motivated and energetic
team of Merchant Mill. He said
that every section from fur-
nace to finishing area is per-
forming commendably.

Energetic Merchant Mill
team yet again creates daily
and shift production record

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2200::  Police arrested
two ruffians on charges of sell-
ing the banned psychotropic
drugs to the addicts. Large
quantities of tablets, syrups
and capsules worth Rs 29764
were recovered from their pos-
session. While addressing
media persons here at Durg on
Sunday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they are
making sustained efforts to
curb the smuggling and illegal
trade of banned and scheduled
psychotropic drugs. In this
sequel, a special team of Durg
City Kotwali was constituted
under the guidance of ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and CSP
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker (IPS).
The team maintained vigil on
the activities of suspects and
criminal record holders as well
as activated its network of
informers. In this sequel,
Police received a tip off regard-
ing two drug peddlers. Durg
City Kotwali team led by

Inspector SN Singh swung into
action and the suspects were
rounded up near Tilik School in
Tamerpara. On searching,
police recovered 2355 tablets
of Alprazolam; 1020 tablets of
Nitrovat; 482 capsules of
Tramadol; 96 bottles of Likorx
Syrup and 31 bottles of Zorex
Syrup.  The accused identified
as Abhishek Kasar (35) son of
Laxminath Kasar a resident of

Tamerpara and Aman Kasar
(29) son of Laxminath Kasar a
resident of Tamerpara, Durg
were booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sections 22,
22 (l) of NDPS Act. Sub
Inspector Bhuneshwar Yadav,
Sub Inspector Devdas Bharti,
Constable Javed, Kishore,
Bharthari, Kamlesh and
Sanjeev Soni played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

Two arrested with banned
psychotropic drugs 

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

An MoU has been
signed between BSP &
Sulabh International for
operating and maintain-
ing a Resting facility
near Boria gate parking
on Pay and use basis.
Agreement was signed
by SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR) on behalf of
BSP and Ranjit Kumar
on behalf of M/s Sulabh
International in pres-
ence of Subrat Prahraj,
GM I/c Township &
Sanjay Kumar, GM
(Town Engineering).

This restroom facili-
ties will be used by the
drivers and helpers of
the heavy vehicle which
are moving in & out of
the Boria Gate. This rest-
ing facility is having
drinking, washing,
bathing & toilet facility.
As such this is one of the
unique facility that has

come in Bhilai Township
with latest standards in
terms of quality and am-
bience.

This resting facility
shall be available for use
to all 24x7. The facility is
now ready and will be
opened for public to use.
Security guards will be
available in all the three
shifts and its cleaning
will be done every few
hrs. The O&M (operation
and maintenance) of the
Resting facility with toi-
let block will be done by
M/s Sulabh
International on pay and
use basis. Rs 5/- will be
charged from the users
for toilet and bath facili-
ties, while urinals uses
and resting facility will
be available free of cost.

MoU has been done for
03 years. During this pe-
riod users will be provid-
ed clean and unhindered
access to the water clos-

et, bath and urinals. All
equipment’s/machinery,
cleaning chemicals, de-
tergents etc required for
cleaning the resting and
toilet facility and premis-
es will be brought by the
M/s Sulabh
International only. The
toilet complex will re-
main open 24x7. BSP will
not pay any charges to
M/s Sulabh

International for O&M.
Sulabh International

Social Service
Organisation, a non-prof-
it voluntary social organ-
isation founded in 1970 is
dedicated to Gandhian
ideology of emancipa-
tion of scavengers.
Sulabh has been working
for the removal of un-
touchability and social
discrimination against

scavengers. Sulabh is
noted for achieving suc-
cess in the field of cost-
effective sanitation, lib-
eration of scavengers,
social transformation of
society, prevention of en-
vironmental pollution
and development of non-
conventional sources of
energy. Construction and
maintenance of public
toilets at public places
and in slums on ‘pay &
use basis’ is a landmark
of Sulabh in the field of
sanitation. So far it has
constructed and is or
maintaining over 9000
such public toilets in
India and has construct-
ed 200 biogas plants all
over the country. Now
Sulabh toilets are seen in
all major public places
including 36 railway sta-
tions which are used by
approximately 20 million
people every day.

In its 50 years of public

service, Sulabh
International has
worked to achieve equi-
table sanitation and hy-
giene for all. It has been
in the forefront of
Government of India’s
flagship Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan (Clean India
Campaign) with a focus
on ending open defeca-
tion. It has built over 1.5
million household toilets
and has been awarded
the Gandhi Peace Prize
for 2016.

Earlier also BSP town-
ship had been construct-
ing Toilet Blocks in near-
by villages under its
CSR. More than 160 such
toilets have been con-
structed and handed-
over to gram panchayat.
Recently BSP has hand-
ed-over such four toilet
blocks in village Boys
toilet in school Village
Dhaurabhata/Mahakaka
la/Patora. Girls toilet in

school Village
Dhaurabhata/Mahakaka
la 4 Seater sulabh
shauchalaya for
Men’/Women At village
Selud/Dhaurabhata/Ma
hakakhurd.

On this occasion, SV
Nandanwar informed
that BSP is now mulling
the idea of giving O&M
of toilets in public build-
ing to M/s Sulabh
International. In first
phase 160 numbers of
such standalone toilets
inside plant has been
identified for handing
over to M/s Sulabh. This
will be of a great help to
the employees of BSP
and mainly contractual
workers working inside
plant. BSP is also under
the process of floating a
tender for constructing
ten toilet blocks inside
plant and ten toilet
blocks at various places
in Bhilai township.

MoU signed between BSP & Sulabh International
Man opens fire on

son-in-law
Bhilai, Nov 20: A man
tried to kill his son-in-law
at the Housing Board area
on Sunday. He opened fire
with a country-made pis-
tol on his son-in-law.
Fortunately, he escaped
unhurt. Police are trying
to search the missing at-
tacker and his son.

According to informa-
tion, the victim is
Balwinder Singh, a resi-
dent of Dhancha Bhavan.
About two years ago, he
married Sharad Jutsi’s
daughter against his con-
sent. Sharad was angry
due to this love marriage.
On Sunday, Balwinder and
his wife visited Sharad’s
residence to greet the fam-
ily on the birth of
Sharad’s grandson.
Sharad got angered and at-
tacked Lakhwinder with a
country-made pistol.
Balwainder escaped un-
hurt and reached the po-
lice station. Jamul Police
lodged a complaint and in-
vestigations are on.

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

On Sunday, the last rites
of Priyanka Singh were
performed in Bhilai. After
autopsy in Bilaspur, her
body was brought to her
residence in Sector 7 and
thereafter the mortal re-

mains were consigned to
flames at a Ramnagar
Muktidham. Her parents
and family members have
demanded a fast track trial
on this case and justice for
their daughter. A large
number of people attend-
ed the funeral.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Sector 7 resident
Priyanka Singh was stay-
ing in Bilaspur for the last
two years to prepare for
civil services exams. Her
body was found in a car on
Saturday at Kasturba
Nagar area of Bilaspur.

She was missing for the
last four days from her
hostel in Bilaspur after
which her brother had
lodged a police report. On
Saturday, her semi decom-
posed body was recovered
from a Santro car. Later,
police arrested one Ashish
Sahu, who later confessed
to have murdered
Priyanka over some
money dispute arising out
of share market invest-
ment. After killing her, he
wrapped the body with the
seat cover and dumped it
in his own car. The car re-
mained parked at Ashish’s
place for about four days.
When locals complained of
a foul smell emerging from
the car, police reached the
spot after which this
shocking incident was ex-
posed.

Priyanka’s parents demand justice;
mortal remains consigned to flames 

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

Durg Police conducted a
special combing operation
in Chhawani Sub Division
this weekend against the
absconding warrantees
and managed to trap 40 of
them. With this, Durg
Police executed 55 perma-
nent warrants in a single
day. Officers / personnel of
various police stations
were involved in this cam-
paign. Some of the arrest-
ed accused were wanted
in years-old warrants.

It needs to be mentioned
here that IGP (Durg
Range) had recently in-
structed all the gazetted of-
ficers of District Police to
make special efforts for ex-
ecution of pending war-
rants. Acting on the in-
structions, City
Superintendent of Police

(Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar (IPS) conducted
the special operation in
his sub division under the
guidance of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui. Teams of
various police stations led
by SHOs conducted the
drive and searched for the
absconding accused.
Under this campaign, a
total of 55 warrants were
executed with the arrest of
48 absconding accused.
The highest number of 27
arrests were made by
Chhawani Police Station.
Many other old pending
permanent warrants have
been executed under the
campaign. The special
campaign will continue
against warrantees in the
district.

Special combing operation 
executes 55 pending warrants 
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State govt will reserve land for second runway: CM

Raipur, Nov 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Sunday said that the
state government will re-
serve land for the second
runway to increase the
frequency of flights at
Raipur airport besides
making efforts to get per-
mission from the Center
in this regard. He asked
the officials concerned to
start the process for devel-
opment of Aerocity near
Raipur Airport.

He was chairing a re-

view meeting of the
works of the Urban
Administration and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Town and
Country Planning,
Housing and
Environment, and NRDA
at his residence office
here.

The Chief Minister
asked Town and Country
Planning officials to in-
crease the pace of the
work of regularization of
illegal constructions and
give wide publicity to it.
He said that the law has

been enforced to directly
benefit the public and it
must be ensured that the
maximum number of peo-
ple get its benefit. For reg-
ularization of illegal con-
struction, camps should
be organized at ward and
village level.

The Chief Minister in-
structed the Town and
Country Planning
Department to complete
the work of approval of
the layout and road struc-
ture of the colony within
the stipulated time frame.
He asked the officials con-

cerned to take strict ac-
tion against illegal colo-
nizers and FIR should be
registered. He also in-
structed them to complete
the construction work of
Seva Gram in Naya
Raipur within the time
limit.

Releasing Rs 147 crore
to the urban bodies for
road repair work, the
Chief Minister said that
the collectors will have
the right to choose the
agency for road repair
work. Giving strict in-
structions to repair the
bad roads of the cities im-
mediately, he said that the
collector and corporation
commissioner should per-
sonally inspect the road
construction works.

Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, Urban
Administration and
Development Department
Secretary Alarmelmangai
D., Chief Minister’s
Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi,
Dr. S. Bharathidasan and

Ankit Anand, Chief
Minister’s Deputy
Secretary Saumya
Chaurasia along with sen-
ior officers of the depart-
ments concerned were
present on the occasion.

Finance company manager allegedly embezzles 3.75 lakh
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  A manager of a
private finance company in
Amanaka here has allegedly
embezzled fund of Rs 3.75
lakh.He has been charged with
depositing the company
amount on his own account dur-
ing 19 months. On the basis of
report lodged by a company

worker, police have registered
offence under Section 408.

According to Amanaka Police
financial company Financial
Inclusion Limited runs its office
at Mahoba Bazar. Company
manager Sawan Yadav alleged-
ly misappropriated amount of
first installment received on the

investment and loans in the
company during the period
between January 11, 2021 and
August 27, 2022. Sawan
allegedly deposited the amount
of Rs3 lakh 74 thousand 750 on
his own account. Police started
search after registering the
offence.

‘BJP candidate accused in J’khand rape case’

Kanker, Nov 20: The rul-
ing Congress on Sunday
claimed Brahmanand
Netam, the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidate for
the Bhanupratappur by-
poll in Chhattisgarh on
December 5, is an accused
in a rape case in neigh-
bouring Jharkhand and
that he had not mentioned
its details in his election
affidavit.

Netam refuted the
charges and termed it as
the Congress’ “conspira-
cy” to malign his image.

In a press conference in
Bhanupratappur town
here, state Congress chief
Mohan Markam said his
party will complain to the
Election Commission
seeking cancellation of
Netam’s candidature for
allegedly furnishing false
details in his nomination
form for the by-poll.

On May 15, 2019,

Jharkhand police had
lodged a case at Telco po-
lice station in Jamshedpur

wherein a 15-year-old girl
was allegedly pushed into
the flesh trade and raped
by several persons,
Markam alleged.

The case was lodged
under sections 366 A, 376,
376 (3), 376 AB, 129B of the
IPC, sections 4 and 6 of

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and The

Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, he
claimed.

Initially, five people
were arrested in the case
and during investigation,
former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam, a na-
tive of Charama town in

Kanker district, and four
others were also named as
accused in it, he said.

Even the case charge
sheet bears the name of
Netam as accused, but he
concealed the details in
his election affidavit filed
as part of nomination for
the Bhanupratappur by-
poll, he claimed.

“By nominating him,
the BJP is apparently try-
ing to give a message it is
at the forefront in giving
protection to such crimi-
nals. If there is any moral-
ity left in the BJP, it should
withdraw its party symbol
from Netam. If it does not
do so, then the people of
Bhanupratappur will
teach a lesson to them,” he
added. “The Congress will
complain to Chhattisgarh

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and his Jharkhand
counterpart Hemant
Soren seeking arrest of
Netam. It will also com-
plain to the returning offi-
cer and office of Chief
Electoral Officer
Chhattisgarh demanding
cancellation of candida-

ture of Netam for alleged-
ly furnishing false details
in his election affidavit,”
Markam said.

NIT Raipur organises Nudge Summit 22
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur in collaboration with
UNICEF and Alliance for
Behavior Change co-hosted The
Chhattisgarh Nudge Summit ‘22,
organised on 20th to 21st
November 2022. The Chief Guest
for the event was TS Singh Deo,
Cabinet Minister, Government of
Chhattisgarh and Job Zachariah,
CFO UNICEF, Chhattisgarh and
Abhishek Singh, SBC Specialist,
UNICEF were the Guests of
Honour. Dr (Mrs) AB Soni,
Director, NIT Raipur also enlight-
ened the event with her pres-
ence and welcomed the  guests.
The event was conducted under
the guidance of Dr Govardhan
Bhatt, Faculty In-charge with the
aim of boosting behavioural sci-
ences in the state. 

Day one began with an inau-

gural session and welcome
address, followed by sessions on
‘Why Nudge Matters?’,
‘Learning from the Field’, and a
Plenary Session : Unfolding the
Development Communication
Ecosystem and Best Practices;
Team Structure, resources,
processes and integration of
tools, after which a Q&A session
took place. Various dignitaries
shared their experiences and
presented case studies. A
Technical Session : Technology
for Change; Harnessing the
power of new age tools to
nudge community, followed by
presentations on Social Media,
AI and Machine learning with
Q&A was held which was suc-
ceeded by a session on
Engaging youth of NIT for har-
nessing technology for social
good. 

IIM Raipur hosts ‘The Arthniti Talks’ 

Raipur, Nov 20: IIM
Raipur initiated ‘The
Arthniti Talks’, the open-
ing event of The
Economics & Public
Policy Student club of
IIM Raipur last on
Saturday. The theme of
the discussion was
‘Unfolding Indian
Economic Policies:
Implementation and
Evaluation’ in the pres-
ence of the Guests of
Honour, Prof. Rudra
Sensarma - Professor of
Economics, IIM

Kozhikode and Ashish
Desai - Development
scholar and professional.
The discussion was mod-
erated by Prof Rashmi
Shukla – Chairperson
Economics & Public
Policy Area, IIM Raipur,
shedding light on the
contemporary macroeco-
nomic policies of Indian
economy.

The Economics &
Public Policy Student
Club of IIM Raipur was
formed with the vision to
provide students with op-
portunities to discuss
and deepen their under-
standing of economic
and business issues,
preparing them for criti-
cal thinking and inde-
pendent analysis to lead

a life of responsibility
and leadership. In order
to fulfill this objective,
the club plans to hold sev-
eral events and activities
such as The Arthniti-
talk, their flagship event,
followed by NitiVichar,
Finding Chanakya,
ThinkTank to name a
few.

After a warm welcome
of the guests, Prof.
Rashmi Shukla com-
menced the discussion by
underlining the need to
have a practical view of
economics beyond its
theoretical aspects.
Followed by asking for
the views of the guests
on the performance of
the monetary policies in
India, she went ahead

with opening varied sub-
jects for the discussion
like the implications of
the Digital Currency,
Forex Market, the cur-
rent state of the Banking
sector, Financial
Inclusion, and the struc-

tural reforms necessary
for the growth of the
Indian economy.

Prof. Rudra Sensarma
shared his thoughts on
the same by sharing that
on the ground level world
is facing Polycrisis due to

the lingering effects of
COVID, supply-side
shortage, the war be-
tween Russia and
Ukraine, etc. He also en-
lightened the audience
with the concepts of un-
conventional monetary
policy with Bond pur-
chases, Operation Twist,
etc. along with its imple-
mentations by the
Reserve Bank of India,
and applauded the
Reserve Bank of India
for the same. He added
that traceability could be
an issue with Digital
Currency. He shared that
RBI will use appropriate
encryption security
methods and interest will
be aligned to overall poli-
cies. Ashish Desai dis-

cussed the importance of
capacity building of peo-
ple under the agenda of
financial inclusion and
the necessity of granting
them access to banking
and credit. He also eluci-
dated the difference be-
tween livelihood and en-
trepreneurship and how
the latter is important for
labor force participation,
financial inclusion and
economic growth. In his
words, “MSME is the
pivot point of GDP
Growth. Financial
Inclusion is not just fo-
cused on the finance sec-
tor, it has an impact on
various sectors.”

Prof. Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur addressed the au-

dience and felicitated the
Guests of Honours, there-
by concluding the discus-
sion by expressing his
gratitude to the guests for
their valuable time invest-
ed with the students of
IIM Raipur. The panel dis-
cussion unfolded the lat-
est policy-related plans in
India while connecting
the students to the ground
implementation of the
same. The imparting
words of wisdom shared
by the guests were of
great insight for the stu-
dents, and they will look
forward to further assimi-
lating these learnings into
their skillset and equip-
ping themselves for the
upcoming challenges in
the industry.

Sai Sanjeevani ‘Light of Life’ lit Guinness World Records 
Raipur, Nov 20: More than
two thousand children who
got their ‘Gift of Life’ in Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital Raipur gathered at
Saubhagyam in Nava Raipur
on Sunday evening and lit
‘Light of life’ (Jeevan Jyot)
and made a Guinness World
Records.

On Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for Child
Heart Care’s 10th anniver-
sary `Brining Dignity to Life
Celebrations’ more than 3000
children who were success-
fully treated for CHD with
surgeries and interventions
along with their parents lit
`Jeevan Jyot’ and turned
dusk in to dawn. Eventually
the mass lighting of lamps
turned in to a Guinness
World Records. To partici-

pate in this mega event of
10th anniversary ‘Brining
Dignity to Life Celebrations’
more than 6000 people across
the globe landed in the lap of
Saubhagyam. The very same
children who came to Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital from many years
looking for the most sought

heart surgery or interven-
tion for free of cost, were
bubbling with life along with
their parents. It was a sea of
humanity, hope, life, and dig-
nity all over the space. When
the legendary Indian
Cricketer, Former Indian
Cricket captain Sunil
Gavaskar appeared on stage

to give an introduction on
‘Brining Dignity to Life
Celebrations’ the whole
crowd rose.

To commemorate the occa-
sion Sadguru Sri
Madhusudan Sai released
`Sanjeevani Gift of Life’ App
and told, “The service to
mankind from Sri Sathya Sai
Health and Education trust
will continue forever. Within
10 years we have come up
with 10 hospitals across
globe. Our next goal is to es-
tablish 25 hospitals to serve
the humankind. Up to now
we have done more than
22,000 surgeries and inter-
ventions. This App will allow
us to accumulate all the data
we have up to now and all the
future surgeries and inter-
ventions.”

‘Publication-broadcast of exit poll and its results restricted’

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  The Election
Commission of India has
banned exit poll and publica-
tion and telecast of its results
till December 5, 06.30 pm, in
view of the general elections
to the Legislative Assemblies

in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat and various bye-elec-
tions in various states of the
country. A notification in this
regard has been issued by the
Election Commission of India.
Voting for the Bhanupratappur
assembly by-election in
Chhattisgarh is to be held on
December 5.

The Election Commission of
India has banned the publica-

tion and broadcast of exit polls
and its results under the provi-
sions of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951. The Act
specifies that no person shall
conduct any exit poll survey
and the result of any exit poll
survey shall be published in
print or electronic media dur-
ing such period as may be noti-
fied by the Election
Commission in this regard. 

Prostitution racket busted

Raipur, Nov 20: Police
have busted a prostitution
racket by conducting raid
at a major hotel in the cap-
ital Raipur. Three women
have been arrested in this
connection. Among them
is a girl from Uzbekistan
who was often booked for
prostitution in the name
of Russian model. Two
girls are from Punjab.

Raipur police are now
looking for their broker.

According to the police,
information was received
from the informer on
Saturday that a broker
had called three girls
from outside the state for
prostitution and kept
them at the luxury VW
Canyon Hotel in Raipur.
Acting on this informa-
tion a police team first in-
vestigated to confirm the
news and then went to
the hotel and checked.

During checking, three
women were found in
three different rooms in
the hotel. One of them is

a resident of Uzbekistan,
while two women are res-
idents of Punjab. On
questioning the women,
they told that a pimp
called them to a hotel and
forced them into prostitu-
tion. The police have reg-
istered a crime against
the accused broker
Tikrapara resident
Dharam alias Rahul at
Telibandha police sta-
tion. The accused broker
is absconding and every
possible effort is being
made to trace and arrest
him. The manager of VW
Canyon Hotel is also
being interrogated.

YOGA CAMP

One-day Integrated Yoga Camp was organised under the aegis of Parmarth Devji, 

disciple of Swamy Ramdev Maharaj of Patanjali Yogpeet, Haridwar, here in Raipur.

Alleges Congress
thru press confer-
ence

Bhanupratappur
by-poll

Raipur: Rejecting the al-
legations, Netam told re-
porters no such case was
registered against him.

“Fearing defeat in the
by-poll, the Congress has
been levelling such alle-

gations as a conspiracy
to malign my image. No
case is registered against
me. Had it been so, I
would have mentioned it
in my election affidavit,”
Netam claimed.

Netam rejects all allegations

On whose words
crime charge was
kept hidden: CM

Raipur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on the disclo-
sure by the PCC Chief
through PC in Kanker
questioned as through
a Tweeter message as
to on whose words the
BJP candidate for
Bhanupratpur by-poll
had hidden informa-
tion about being ac-
cused and facing
charges under POCSO
Act in Jharkhand in
his affidavit submitted.

To increase flight
frequency from
Raipur airport

CM reviews the
works of Urban
Administration and
Development
Department, Town
and Country
Planning
Department,
Housing and
Environment, NRDA

 Instructs officials to

start the process for
Aerocity development
near Raipur Airport

 Directs to speed up the

work of regularization of
illegal constructions

 Law has been enforced

to provide direct benefit
to the public: Camps
should be set up at ward
level, village level

 CM releases Rs 147

crore to urban bodies
for road repair

 Bad roads in the cities

should be repaired
immediately

 Collector and

Corporation
Commissioner should
personally inspect road
construction works

Other decisions taken

Police arrest three
women including a
Russian through
raid in luxury hotel
of Raipur

For Bhanupratappur
assembly by-poll till
Dec 5, 6.30 pm

Raipur, Nov 20: A business-
man from Bhopal who came to
Raipur fell victim to a theft in-
cident. The businessman had
come to Raipur with his rela-
tives in connection with the
business. A young man ran
away with his watch worth Rs
25,000 and cash of Rs 2.5 lakh.
Raipur police are now search-
ing for the absconding thief.

The case pertains to a hotel
built in the Station Road area
of ??Raipur. Pankaj Sahu, a
resident of Bhopal was stay-
ing at Hotel Yatrik Inn. He
does decoration work with his
family members. They deco-
rate the stage in big functions.
Pankaj’s team had done the
decoration of the stage in

Pandit Pradeep Mishra’s pro-
gram held recently at
Gudhiyari, Raipur. He was
doing this work with his ma-
ternal uncle Krishna Sahu,
maternal uncle Arjun Sahu.
After the program was over,
he stayed in Raipur for billing
and to take the goods back to
Bhopal.

In the hotel’s CCTV, a young
man is seen carrying Pankaj’s
bag. His name has been told as
Neeraj Rawat. Pankaj told that
Neeraj Rawat of Gwalior
stayed in this hotel. He was
also working related to stage
arrangements in Pt. Pradeep
Mishra’s story-telling pro-
gram. We met him at a pro-
gram in Nagpur.

Businessman looted of
cash of Rs 2.5 lakh

The opening event
of their Economics
& Public Policy
Student Club

From scraps to school: Chirmiri ragpicker to
get admitted to school on Collector’s initiative

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  An eight year old
boy Prince who was working as a
rag-picker will now study in school
and build a brighter future for him-
self. On Monday, he will be admit-
ted to government schools on the
special initiative of District
Collector P.S. Dhruv.

Prince is the son of Raja Panika
who has been living in Chirmiri for
the last four years. He has got a
school uniform, book, notebook and
bag and is excited to go to school.
The officials of Municipal
Corporation Chirmiri will accompa-

ny the boy and get him admitted in
the school. Monitoring will also be
done from time to time to ensure
that he is going to school regularly.

Meanwhile, the District Collector
has started the ‘Bal-Jatan Abhiyan’
to help underprivileged children
especially nomads, rag pickers and
orphans to have a better future by
making arrangements for their edu-
cation. In the first phase, this cam-
paign will be conducted in all the
urban areas of the district. Urban
administration and education
department officials will jointly

identify such kids and enroll them in
schools. In addition, these children
will be provided other facilities
including reading material through
government schemes and non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

It is worth mentioning that
Collector Dhruv paid a surprise visit
to Chirmiri Nagar on Saturday at 6
in the morning and took stock of the
arrangements for cleanliness by
walking through various chowks
and wards. During this, he saw an
eight year old boy Prince collecting
garbage near Podi Bazar. The col-
lector went near him and inquired
about his name, address and edu-
cation. Advising him to stop rag-
picking work, the collector encour-
aged the young boy to go to school
and study. Meanwhile, at first
Prince told the Collector that he
studies in Class 2 but later it was
found out that he does not go to
school at all. 

‘Road repair are being 
carried out promptly’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 20: As per
the instructions of the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the work of filling
potholes and repairing
roads in the district is
going on actively. The re-
pair and renovation of
roads has made the move-
ment easy, due to which
the residents of the dis-
trict are also very happy.
An amount of Rs 55.39
crore was sanctioned for a
total of 96 roads of length
327km in Bilaspur dis-
trict, for repair work of
roads constructed under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana that are
more than 05 years old.

According to the ap-
proval received, the work
of repairing and renova-
tion of roads in all the de-
velopment blocks of
Bilaspur district has been
started by the depart-
ment.So far, the renova-
tion work of 21 roads has
been completed. The re-
pair work of all the re-
maining rural roads is
going on. Executive
Engineer P.I.U. said  that
the repair and renovation
work of all remaining
roads will be completed

by March 2023. The resi-
dents of the area are
happy with the repair and
renovation of rural roads
built by the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana, for which they
have expressed gratitude
to the Chief Minister.

Sanjay Sharma,
Superintending Engineer,
Project Circle incharge
Bilaspur, of Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana said that Bilaspur,
Mungeli, Korba and
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
have 1258 kms  long road.
An amount of Rs 160 crore
has been spent for the re-
pair and renovation work

of a total of 352 long roads.
The amount has been ap-
proved. Under which re-
pair and renovation work
has been started in all the
districts. The repair work
of all the roads will be
completed before March
2023.Due to which the vil-
lagers will not face any in-
convenience in commut-
ing before the upcoming
rainy season. The
Superintending Engineer
instructed the  contrac-
tors to do the repair work
with full quality. They
have been asked to com-
pulsorily complete the re-
pair work before March
2023.

Chairman CYC inaugurates 15-day yoga camp 
Abhanpur, Nov 20: On
Saturday, Gyanesh
Sharma, the chairman of
the Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission, embarked on
a 15-day yoga programme
at Gracious College in
Abhanpur.

On this occasion
Secretary of the
Commission M.L. Pandey,
Director Secretary of the
College Dr. Ashutosh
Shukla, Dr. Anurag Jain,
Principal Riya Tiwari
with  their staff and stu-
dents were present.

Rouble lifting issue
turns sensational

Kawardha, Nov 20: The
issue of removal of rouble
(gitti) at Lohara Chowk by
Prakash Sahu to the con-
tractor entered into heat-
ed debate with the shop-
keeper owner Akhtar
Khan and this led to
minor scuffle and physical
fight. The controversy
went on to such an extent
that Prakash Sahu filed a
report in Kawardhan
thana under section 452,
504, 354, 294, 323 and 506
(B) and 34 of IPC. After
this both the accused
Akhtar Khan S/o Anwar
Khan and Pintu alias
Javed S/o Alam Khan,
Lohara thana Kawardha
were taken into arrest and
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand.

It is taking into account
the sensitivity of the issue

of raging controversy be-
tween Sahu samaj and
Muslism and taking into
cognizance last year’s flag
controversial issue in the
region and subsequent
riots, violence and arson,
the police without delay-
ing for a moment, arrested
the accused and tried to
supress the issue being
given the colour of Hindu-
Muslim riots.

Though after the inci-
dent, Bajrang Dal, VHP,
Sahu Samaj reps, BJP dis-
trict president, ex-MLA
reached Lohara naka and
staged chakka-jam and
raised slogans in protest.
The police tried to explain
them and call off chakka-
jam and later SP Lal Umed
Singh, ASP Manisha
Thakur,SDM Kori,
Tehsildar Manish Sharma
reached the site along
with force to handle the
situation and make area
peaceful.

Aryan and Bhumika secured medals at Innovators Expo
Raipur, Nov 20: Two stu-
dents from city-based NH
Goel World School secured
gold and silver medals in
the International
Innovation and Innovators
Expo held recently at Goa.

According to the infor-
mation received, Aryan
Harlalka and Bhumika
Singh participated in the
Expo which had entries
from around 15 countries.
Aryan Harlalka bagged
Gold Medal for his re-
search on Production of
Bio fuels from Waste
Plastic while Bhumika
Singh won Silver Medal

for the topic Production of
Herbal Shampoo to
Conserve Water. The stu-
dents achieved the feat

under the guidance of MN
Singh, science coordina-
tor, informed a press re-
lease issued here.

Student satisfaction must for the 
development of an institution: Jadwani

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  In the year
2003 Janpragati Education
Society was established by
two friends namely Kishore
Jadwani as Chairman and
Harjeet Singh Hura as
Secretary,  with an aim and
objective of providing quality
education to the students in
the field of technical education
to make them job providers not
job seekers. With this view the
journey started and now
Columbia Group of Institutions
has grown to a tree with differ-
ent branches. 

In their addresses Chairman
and Secretary jointly insisted
that the student should not
only be encouraged for excel-
lence in academics but also to
excel in Research as well as
development so that he can be
an asset to the society, the
staff members has worked and

are working hard in this area.
By this a student can be a
brand ambassador for the insti-
tute. The dedication of our
staff members are such that
the students passing out from
this institution are placed in
different national as well as
multination companies. The
Institutions has been accredi-
tated   by National Board of
Accreditation for undergradu-
ate programme and has been
granted by DST-FIST
Government of India for PG
Programme. He also informed

that in near future Columbia
Group shall be known as
Columbia University, they also
narrated that we have
achieved many targets but still
there are miles to go. 

Ravinder Singh Hura, the
treasurer narrated that the
leadership quality is very
essential in the member and he
also should be aware of select-
ing the right person at right
time for the right purpose. He
also should develop leader
quality in the members under
him. On this auspicious occa-
sion selected staff members
both teaching and non teach-
ing were awarded for their
efforts during the last year.  

Many of the entertaining as
well as competitive pro-
gramme was also held in which
all staff members along with
management participated. 

DPS Bilaspur hosts interactive
career counseling session

Bilaspur, Nov 20: With a
plethora of career options
available in the contempo-
rary times, the role of a ca-
reer counselling session
becomes indispensable. So,
in order to assist our stu-
dents in selecting the ap-
propriate professional
route based on their skills
and aptitude, Delhi Public
School (DPS) Bilaspur or-
ganised an interactive and
informative session for the
students of Classes IX to
XII, in collaboration with
JAMBOREE, the most
trusted name in India for
shaping the career and
dreams of thousands of as-
pirants.

Jamboree, one of the
best and the oldest insti-
tute in India offers compre-
hensive classroom prepa-
ration programs for tests
such as GMAT®, GRE®,
SAT®, TOEFL™ and
IELTS™.

Jamboree, known for its
thorough research and
professionalism, is a one-
stop shop for education
abroad. Jamboree makes
the entire process of study-
ing abroad, from prepar-
ing to joining a foreign uni-
versity, a smooth process.
In recent years, the inclu-
sion of several value-
added services such as dis-
counted couriers, educa-
tional loans, and pre-de-
parture orientation has
made Jamboree Education

a one-stop solution centre
for all study abroad re-
quirements.

Even in today’s time,
parents frequently adhere
to the conventional wis-
dom that strong academic
achievements are the foun-
dation for a promising fu-
ture. They mistakenly
push their child towards a
career that he or she has
no interest in since they
are not aware of alterna-
tive careers apart from the
standard options. DPS
Bilaspur organised and led
this event to mentor stu-
dents about many career
options, new age colleges,
and how they should assist
their children in choosing
a college and career ac-
cording to their interests
and abilities.

The Resource Persons
on the Panel were Pranav
Gupta, the Co-Founder &
Director and Soumyo
Dutta Gupta the Chief
Mentor from Jamboree

Education.
Pranav Gupta is an en-

trepreneur, a visionary
and a veteran of the higher
education sector who has
imparted significant con-
tributions to the advance-
ment of India’s education
industry by striving to
promote cutting-edge edu-
cation and learning. He is
also the Co-founder and
trustee of prestigious uni-
versities like Ashoka
University and Plaksha
University.

Soumyo Dutta Gupta,
the Chief Mentor has
more than 20 years of lead-
ership experience in the
Education space and has
counselled and guided nu-
merous students from high
schools and undergradu-
ate colleges as well as
early-career professionals
from India and abroad to
find the right courses and
colleges for higher educa-
tion. The session com-
menced with the welcom-

ing of the Resource
Persons by Dr Sonia
Abraham, HOD English.
The Principal Jaspal Singh
Math in his welcome ad-
dress emphasized the im-
portance of career coun-
selling sessions. He also
added the contributions of
Jamboree Education in
providing motivation and
guidance to propel stu-
dents towards opting right
college and career.

The session provided a
comprehensive overview
of the college and career
journey. The Resource
Persons gave parents and
students advice through-
out the session on how to
select the best universities
and why some highly cov-
eted overseas universities
are still viable options. He
discussed ways to pay for
children’s education and
guided parents on how to
create a scholarship-wor-
thy profile for their chil-
dren.

The queries raised by
the students were ad-
dressed by the Resource
Persons. The main empha-
sis of the session was to
provide knowledge to par-
ents and students about
the Country, Course and
College Selection in India
and Abroad, the
Application components,
the Digital SAT prepara-
tion, the IELTS and
TOEFL preparation, the
AP exams and prepara-
tion, Profile Building,
Scholarship Options and
Jamboree’s solutions and
results.

It was an extremely en-
riching experience and
students wished to be a
part of such session in the
future as well. It is sure
that the students feel they
can ‘stay ahead of the
curve’ with opportunities
such as these to enlighten
them. The vote of thanks
was proposed by Dr Sonia
Abraham.

Two students team of SAGEMS
secure semi-final spot 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 20: Two stu-
dents of Swami
Atmanand Govt English
Medium School
(SAGEMS), run by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, have secured a
semifinal spot along with
15 other teams at the
Indian Navy Quiz Think
Competition. Around
7500 schools across the
country participated in
the competition.

Khushi Chauhan and
Aditya Sahu of Swami
Atmanand Excellent

English Medium School
Korba, have performed
incredibly in the two
elimination rounds and
the quarter-final round.
Khushi Chauhan is a stu-
dent in the Biology
stream of class 12th and
Aditya Sahu is a student
in the Mathematics
stream of class 11th.
They have been selected
among the top 16 teams
for the semi-final which
is to be scheduled at
Karwar on November 23
in the INS Vikramaditya
aircraft carrier.

This will be a memo-
rable and unique event in
the life of the students.
These cadets have a
unique opportunity to ex-
perience the naval way of
life and interact with the

naval officers on board.
The Indian Navy will
bear the cost of travel, ac-
commodation and board-
ing for both the students
along with a teacher as a
guide. Both these stu-
dents will travel to Goa
by flight from Raipur on
November 20. Semi-final
and final rounds will be
conducted on INS
Vikramaditya aircraft
carrier which will depart
from Goa. Both students
will depart from Kannur
airport for Raipur on
November 27. Mrs. Juhi
Qureshi and Ms. Deepti
Pandey, teachers of these
two students have an im-
portant contribution to
their success.

Korba Collector
Sanjeev Jha has extend-

ed his heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes to
both students on their
success. He has said that
according to the priority
of the government, quali-
ty education is being pro-
vided to children in
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English
Medium School. It is a
matter of pride for the
students of Chhattisgarh
to be selected in the na-
tional level competition.
Both the selected stu-
dents told that they had a
preparation to partici-
pate in this competition.
In the first three phases
of the competition, an
online test was conduct-
ed, in which 30 questions
were to be answered in 10
minutes.

‘Provide better facilities to
the patients in wards’

Raipur, Nov 20: Secretary,
Health Department,
Prasanna R held meeting of
the officials of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital and Government
Physiotherapy College here
today. Director, Medical
Education, Dr Vishnu Dutt,
Dean Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College Raipur Dr
Tripti Nagaria, Ambedkar
Hospital Superintendent Dr
SBS Netam and
Government Physiotherapy
College Principal Dr Rohit

Rajput attended the meet-
ing, held at the tele-medi-
cine hall of Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital.

Prasanna R instructed to
start the proposed construc-
tion work of L to Trauma
Care Center in Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital at the
earliest. He instructed to
shift the registration
counter to the vacant
space adjacent to the gen-
erator room of the hospi-

tal and start the
Emergency Medicine
Department at the place
vacated after the registra-
tion counter was shifted.
He also instructed to pro-
vide the food to the pa-
tients in the hospital at the
new rate at the earliest
after finalizing the tender.
In view of the shortage of
nursing staff in the hospi-
tal, Prasanna asked the
government to make alter-

native arrangements till
new recruitment is done.
He also instructed to focus
on maintenance and re-
pair work of the medical
equipment. The Health
Secretary instructed head
of forensic department Dr
Snigdha Jain to ensure
preparation of post
mortem reports without
delay.

Treatment of the pa-
tients coming to the hospi-
tal is the most important
task and therefore the
time limit for each work
should be fixed, he said.
The meeting was also at-
tended by Dr DP Lakda, Dr
Ashutosh Gupta, Dr Smit
Shrivastav and Dr KK
Sahu.
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As per the directives of CM

Police arrest two
accused

Two-students-SAGEMS

In the Indian Navy Quiz
Think Competition

Health Secretary holds
meeting with officials,
Sr Doctors of
Ambedkar Hospital
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Kawardha, Nov 20:

On publication of the
news of turning the use-
ful, new and costly med-
ical equipments into
scrap by keeping it out in
the open terrace of
District Hospital, the
District Hospital admin-
istration has now started
putting all those equip-
ments into safer locations
at some unknown place.
The equipments are
being loaded into vehi-
cles and are being sent to
some place and the ad-
ministration is not dis-
closing its actual loca-

tion. From all this it is
being anticipated that the
District  Hospital admin-
istration is trying to save
the Store Room in-Charge
from facing any inquiry
and to write off the evi-

dence from the place.
It is notable here that

the District Hospital ad-
ministration in order to
obtain the so-called
National Quality &
Insurance Certificate and
making improvements
and renovation in the
hospital, has put many a
useful equipments and
items for patients from
the store room of the hos-

pital to on top of the ter-
race of the District
Hospital. All the more by
throwing such equip-
ments and materials out
in the open, also smells of
claiming commission
from the new materials
and equipments and it
can turn out to be the
subject of inquiry as
well. Meanwhile with the
issue being highlighted,

the District Hospital ad-
ministration has become
centre of discussion in
the town. The hospital ad-
ministration by taking
labourers on contract are
disposing it in private ve-
hicles to some  unknown
destination and details
about it is not being dis-
closed by them.

The most surprising
thing here is that no re-
sponsible officer of the
District Hospital is ready
to give the exact informa-
tion about the same and
where the materials or
equipments are being
sent.

On this issue the
Collector has taken it
into cognizance and have
assured to get it investi-
gation and send the use-
ful and good materials
and items to sub-health
centres and PHCs at the
earliest.

Materials being sent to some unknown destination!
Which turned into scrap atop District Hospital’s terrace

 No officer disclosing
any information

 Eye of suspicion on it
as an attempt to seal
off the case and save
the store in-charge

Bijapur, Nov 20: 

Bharat Mission Rural
Bijapur, as per the instruc-
tions of Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
organized the cleanliness
race in all the gram pan-
chayat’s of the district
with enthusiasm. District
Panchayat CEO Ravi
Kumar Sahu informed
that the Ministry of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation, Government of
India has made single toi-
let in rural areas.
Instructions have been re-
ceived to make pit toilets,
twin pits through retro-
fitting, which is to be start-
ed from Nov 19 to Jan 26.

On World Toilet Day,

various activities like plas-
tic-free village, solid and
liquid waste management,
awareness on menstrual
hygiene management
were organized in the vil-
lage panchayats of the dis-
trict along with cleanli-
ness drive. In Gram
Panchayat Awapalli,
District Panchayat Vice
President Kamlesh Karam
administered the oath of

cleanliness to the vil-
lagers, under the pro-
gramme. The villagers
were asked to keep their
surroundings clean and
reduce the use of single
use plastic. In Gram
Panchayat Dhanora, in the
presence of Sarpanch Mr.
Harihar Sahni, the chil-
dren of Higher Secondary
School participated in the
cleanliness drive.

Awareness prog held 
at panchayat level

 On occasion of
world Toilet Day

Masturi, Nov 20: 

30 children are en-
rolled in the primary
school located in
Sabariyadera of Gram
Panchayat Loharsi of
the district area, in
which 2 teachers are
posted. Here Sonu Ram
Sahu is the head master
in charge and Subhash
Chandra Bhardwaj is the
teacher.

On last Friday, teacher
Subhash Chandra
Bhardwaj was drinking
raw Mahua liquor in the
mid-day dining room of
the school itself. And
along with it, he was also
asking for pulses to taste
from the lady who was
cooking in the mid-day
meal. Even on Saturday
morning, he was seen in
a drunken state and
sleeping in the school
premises itself. Ranjit
Kumar Bhanu, Sarpanch
representative of Gram

Panchayat Loharsi was
called to verify the fact.

Ranjit himself
checked the dickey of
the teacher’s motorcycle
and found a bottle of raw
liquor and two guavas
inside it. On question-
ing the children, it was
found that the teacher is
habitually an alcoholic
and comes to school

every day drunk. The
small children are afraid
of that drunken teacher,
due to which only 10/12
children come to school
out of the registered
number of 30 children.
Head Master Sonu Ram
Sahu, in-charge of pri-
mary school, told that
these teachers come to
school every day after

getting drunk and sleep
in the school premises.
Many days the school
children are sent home
saying that today is a
holiday and he starts
drinking alcohol in the
school itself. In-charge
HM has informed about
this several times to the
Block Education Officer
Ashwani Bhardwaj, but
due to the indifference of
the responsible officer,
such a situation has de-
veloped in the school.

He said that most of the
children do not come to
school because of this
drunken teacher. In
such a situation, we do
not know what will hap-
pen to the future of
these small innocent
children because of a
drunken teacher, it is
now on the mercy of
almighty.

The Sabariyadera is
located just 50 meters
away from the school,
where raw Mahua liquor
is sold in large quanti-
ties, the information of
which has been given to
the Excise Department
and the nearest police
station, Pachpedi. They
sell illegal raw Mahua
liquor on a large scale
and also supply it in the
entire Pachpedi area. It
is worth considering
what will be the effect on
small children if the
school is running near
such an area.

Teacher attends school under influence of alcohol 
What official

says…..
In this matter, Block

Education Officer
Ashwani Bhardwaj
said that the informa-
tion came to light after
the video went viral.
Action will be taken to
suspend the teacher
after a departmental
enquiry.

Konta, Nov 20:  

On the instructions of
Commandant DN Yadav
of 74 V Vahini CRPF, a
medical camp was set up
under Civic Action at
Polampally Camp of
Konta Block. In this med-
ical camp, Dr. Premnath
and his team conducted
health check-up of 250 to
300 women, children, old,
young and handicapped

people from the highly
naxal affected areas Atul
Para, Arlampalli, Pantha
Para, Eta Goda, and
Polampally villages, who
were deprived of medical
facilities. Distinguished
citizens of the village and
Assistant Commandant
of Vahini Shiv Bahor
Patel and jawans were
present on this occasion.
The villagers present
were explained by the

doctor of Vahini, ways to
prevent seasonal diseases
and to keep cleanliness
and cleanliness from
mosquito and dengue
growing in the surround-
ing area. Refreshments
were also arranged for
the villagers in the camp
premises. Special thanks
were expressed by the vil-
lagers to the
Commandant and 74th
Battalion CRPF.

CRPF organize camp and treated villagers

Jagdalpur, Nov 20: The
birth anniversary of
India’s first woman Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
was celebrated with sim-
plicity and dignity at Rajiv
Bhavan by Bastar District
Congress Committee city.
Congmen paid rich tribute
by garlanding her photo-
graph and then organized
a seminar. District
Congress Committee
(DCC) President and EVPr
Vice President Rajeev
Sharma said that India’s
first woman Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi
had great political fore-
sight. Indira was born on
19 November 1917. Father
Jawaharlal Nehru was in-
volved in leading the free-
dom struggle. She will al-
ways be remembered for
the supreme sacrifice and
sacrifice in the interest of
the nation, he added.
Parliamentary Secretary/
MLA Rekhchand Jain said
that Indira Gandhi was
the only child of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. She
formally joined the Indian

National Congress in 1938
and began working with
her father, Nehru, who
was coutry’s Prime
Minister from 1947 to 1964.
Former PM Indira Gandhi
inherited politics. She first
became the Minister of
Information and
Broadcasting in Lal
Bahadur Shastri cabinet.
After the death of
Shastriji, in 1966 she be-
came the Prime Minister
of the country. Due to the
historical achievements of
Indira, the slogan of

‘Indira is India, India is
Indira’ started echoing
loudly in the country at
that time.

Chairman Kavita Sahu,
District General
Secretary Anwar Khan,
Kaushal Nagvanshi,
Arpan Bajpai, Sushil
Maurya, Yogesh
Panigrahi, Ajay Bisai
threw light on his biogra-
phy. During this, State,
District, Block Congress
Committee officials, Seva
Dal, Mahila Congress,
Youth Congress, NSUI
and other fronts, cells, de-
partment officials, coordi-
nation committee, trained
members of social media,
municipal corporation,
three-tier panchayat, co-
operative sector All elect-
ed public representatives,
senior Congmen and
workers were present.

Cong pays rich tributes to 
the first female PM Indira Gandhi 

Sukma, Nov 20:
Expansion of basic facili-
ties is necessary for all-
round development of any
area and keeping this in
mind; Collector Harris has
instructed the top officials
of the district to check the
basic facilities like health,
education, ration etc. pro-
vided to the citizens in the
district. In its implementa-
tion, the district depart-
ment heads are making
regular field visits to en-
sure the quality of services,
arrangements, infrastruc-
ture etc. being provided to
the residents of the district.
In the time-limit meeting,
instructions were given by
the Collector to the
Tehsildar of the concerned
area to physically verify the
condition of storage and
distribution of food grains

by inspecting the PDS
shops. In compliance of
which Chhindgarh
Tehsildar Mahendra
Lahare, Jagargunda
Tehsildar  Ajay Maravi in-
spected the PDS shops op-
erated under the concerned
Tehsil area. Boys Ashram
Tatipara, Girls Ashram

Bhandaras, Boys Ashram
Mata Rukmini
Sonakukanar, Pre Matric
Boys Hostel Sonakukanar
and Boys Ashram Gorli,
Chhindgarh under
Development Block by
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development Shri
Ganesh Sori, Boys Ashram

Tatipara, Girls Ashram
Bhandaras, Boys Ashram
Chhindgarh, High School
Talnar, Boys Ashram After
inspecting Kikirpal, Balak
Ashram Oler, were inspect-
ed as per itinerary.In the
same sequence, Chief
Medical and Health Officer
Dr. Mahesh Shandia in-

spected Sub Health Center
Chhindgarh, Ganjenar,
Kodripal, Gumma, Talnar,
Kikirpal and Primary
Health Center Puspal and
Primary Health Center
Tongpal under develop-
ment block Chhindgarh
also carried out visit in
health centers.

Inspection of Ashram schools 
by DEO and Assistant Commissioner (A&V)

Bijapur, Nov 20: Health
Department and Women
and Child Development is
an important department
for the benefit of the gen-
eral public. Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
reviewed the instructions
to establish coordination
at the grassroots level and
connect the general public
with the important
schemes of the govern-
ment and provide better
benefits to the beneficiar-
ies. Instructions were
given in the meeting.

On the other hand, to re-

duce malnutrition under
the Chief Minister’s
Nutrition Campaign, by
identifying anemic
women and adolescent
girls, to spread public
awareness for health and
nutrition including nutri-
tious food, hot food, and
various activities conduct-
ed by the Anganwadi.
Departmental schemes in-
cluding nutritional supple-
ments to children and
mothers should be spread.

He gave necessary

guidelines while review-
ing the activities in detail,
while the effects and pre-
vention of malaria,
dengue, seasonal diseases,
100% institutional deliv-
ery, all types of pre-natal
tests, ANC, vaccination,
proper operation of nutri-
tion rehabilitation center
under the health depart-
ment, district
Infrastructure, basic facili-
ties, adequate availability
of medicines, availability
of health personnel in all

health centers including
hospitals. Various pro-
grams conducted by the
health department were
thoroughly reviewed to en-
sure their implementation
at the grassroots level, and
then necessary guidelines
were given by the
Collector Katara. CMHO
Dr. Sunil Bharti, district
program officer Lupendra
Mahilang Nag and block
level departmental officers
were present in the meet-
ing. .

Efforts be made at the grassroots level to
provide better health facilities: Collector

 Collector holds
monthly review
meeting of health
and women and
child development
department

Bilaspur, Nov 20:

A middleman was
caught trying to sell paddy
in the name of the farmer
at the Kargikhurd procure-
ment center in Kota devel-
opment block and a case
has been registered after
seizing 152 sacks of paddy
bag brought from him to be
sold in the name of three
farmers. On the instruc-
tions of Collector Saurabh
kumar, the raid was done
by the inspection team
under the leadership of
Kota SDM Hariom
Dwivedi. It was told that
tokens were cut for 60.80
quintals in the name of
three farmers at
Kargikhurd center today
and this includes 30 quin-
tals of farmer Tribhuvan,
14.80 quintals of Dwarka
and 16 quintals of farmer

Sharda Bai.A Panchnama
was also prepared in this
case and the paddy was
confiscated and handed
over to Kargikhurd Service
Cooperative Society. The
matter is being sent to the

District Collector for fur-
ther action in the matter.
Naib Tehsildar Ramesh
Kumar, Cooperative CEO
Durgesh Sahu and other of-
ficers were present in the
inspection team.

Middleman caught 
red-handed selling paddy
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Bengali actor Aindrila loses battle to brain stroke
Kolkata, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Bengali actor Aindrila
Sharma died on Sunday
after a weeks-long battle
for life following a brain
stroke, her family said.

She was 24, and sur-
vived by her parents.

Sharma, a native
Murshidabad district,
was a well-known face
on Bengali television, ap-
pearing in serials such
as ‘Jiyon Kathi’,
‘Jhumur’ and ‘Jiban
Jyoti’.

She survived cancer
twice, and returned to
the screen in 2015.

Sharma suffered from
Ewing’s sarcoma, a rare
type of cancer that oc-
curs in bones or in the
soft tissue around the

bones. She was treated
with surgery and
chemoradiation.

She was admitted to a
private hospital in
Howrah on November 1
after a brain stroke, and

the CT scan of her brain
showed a massive haem-
orrhage on the left side.

“She underwent criti-
cal surgery, and a biopsy
showed that she was hav-
ing brain metastases.
She was treated by a
team of neurosurgeon,
neurologist, critical care
specialist, infectious dis-
ease specialist, medical
oncologist, and radiation
oncologist,” the hospital
said.

“But, unfortunately
despite our best efforts
she suffered cardiac ar-
rest today and she suc-
cumbed to the dreaded
disease,” it said in a
statement.

Sharma breathed her
last at 12.59 pm, it added.

She recently appeared

in a web series, ‘Bhagar’,
in which she was seen
opposite her real-life
partner Sabyasachi
Chowdhury.

Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said
Sharma would be re-
membered forever for
the portrayals of differ-
ent characters in films
and serials.

“I deeply condole the
untimely demise of the
young actress Andrila
Sharma. She had lots of
promises,” Banerjee
said.

“Her indomitable spir-
it to wage battle against
the dreaded disease will
forever set an example.
Her tragic death is a big
loss to the industry,” the
chief minister said.

PUSU ELECTIONS

Patna, Nov 20 (PTI): 

The JD(U)-backed can-
didates swept the Patna
University Students’
Union (PUSU) elections,
winning four of the five
central panel seats.

The RSS-backed ABVP
won the other seat, while
the RJD-supported can-
didates drew a blank.

This was the best per-
formance of the JD(U)
after 2018 when it won
the post of the president
for the first time.

JD(U)’s Anand Mohan
was elected the president
of PUSU. He got 3,710
votes, defeating Shaswat
Shekhar of the
Congress-backed NSUI

by a margin of 1,193
votes.

JD(U)’s Vikramaditya
Singh was elected the
vice president, while
JD(U)’s Sandhya Kumari
was elected joint secre-
tary. Ravikant of the
JD(U) was elected treas-
urer, while ABVP’s
Vaibhav was elected gen-
eral secretary.

The elections were
held on Saturday.

RJD chief Lalu
Prasad, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, BJP’s Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Sushil
Kumar Modi and Union
Minister Ashwini
Choubey are all consid-
ered to be products of PU
students’ politics.

Nepal’s missing rare vulture found in Bihar
Patna, Nov 20 (PTI): 

A missing white-rumped
vulture, being used by
Nepal to monitor the popu-
lation of the rare endan-
gered species and the suc-
cess of a breeding drive,
has been rescued in
Darbhanga in Bihar earlier
this month, officials here
said.

The male vulture with a
satellite tag had gone off
the radar since April and
was last sighted in
Tanahun district of Nepal
in September, ten months
after it was set free into the
wild by the Nepalese au-
thorities.

Its disappearance had
been a matter of concern
for Nepal’s wildlife officials
till it was caught by the
Bhagalpur bird ringing sta-
tion personnel while the

bird was sitting in a field at
Benipur in Darbhanga in a
weak and hungry condition
on November 13, officials
said. The white rumped
vulture (Gyps Bengalensis)
has been listed as critically
endangered on the IUCN
Red List since 2000 as its
population declined rapidly
primarily as a result of
feeding on carcasses of ani-
mals treated with the vet-
erinary drug diclofenac,
Bihar Chief Wildlife
Warden P K Gupta said.

The species was very
common on the Indian sub-
continent, besides
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, and southern
Vietnam and were found
near human habitation.
The white-rumped vulture
feeds mostly on the ground,
but roosts and nests in trees
and cliffs and spends much

of its time soaring on wind
currents searching for car-
rion. Their nests are typi-
cally two to 18 meters above
the ground.

The bird is medium-sized
and dark with blackish
plumage, a white neck-ruff,
and a white patch of feath-
ers on the lower back and
upper tail, from which the
name was derived. The
adult birds are darker than
the juveniles.

An adult white-rumped
vulture is 75 to 85 cm tall
with a wing span of 180 to
210 cm and weight ranging
from 3.5 to 7.5 kg. The male
and the female birds are ap-
proximately equal in size.
Released with ecotone satel-
lite tag #4857637306-NEPA13
with aluminum purple leg
ring #N 15 for research and
monitoring of the vulture
safe zone by Nepalese au-

thorities, it is now in safe
hands, Gupta, told PTI.

The news of finding it
was shared with the Jatayu
Conservation Breeding
Centre in Pinjore
(Haryana), the Bombay
Natural History Society
(BNHS) and the Royal
Society for the Protection of
Birds(RSHB) at Sandy
(England) were immediate-
ly alerted, he said. The vul-
ture has now been kept in
Darbhanga under the over-
all observation of Bird
Ringing and Monitoring
Station, Bhagalpur and will
be released after a few days,
he said. Gupta said that
after the rescue it was
found that the bird was
weak because he was hun-
gry. It was immediately pro-
vided with food and other
required items and is now
normal.

Tamils term ‘Kashi Tamil
Sangamam’ as unique initiative
Varanasi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Narayan Dhanpati whose
ancestors came here from
Tamil Nadu decades ago
and settled in the holy city
on Sunday termed the ongo-
ing ‘Kashi Tamil
Sangamam’ programme as
a unique initiative to bring
the cultures of the two re-
gions together. Dhanpati,
who imparts training in re-
ligious rituals, was present
at the amphitheatre ground
of the Banaras Hindu
University during a func-
tion that was part of the
programme.

He also said that like the
‘chaardhaam’ yatra, Kashi
yatra (pilgrimage) too has
its own importance in south
India. Chandrashekhar
Dravid, who claimed that
his ancestors started living
near Kedar Ghat in Kashi at
least two centuries ago,
said, “The connection be-
tween Kashi and Tamil
Nadu has been for many

decades. In Tamil Nadu,
there are places named as
Sivakasi and Tenkasi. Even
today, it is mandatory for
the Tamil people to visit
Kashi once in their life-
time.” As part of ‘Kashi
Tamil Sangamam’ pro-
gramme, more than 2,500
delegates from Tamil Nadu
are visiting Varanasi and
will participate in seminars
and interact with local peo-
ple of similar trade, profes-
sion and interest. During
the month-long programme,
an exhibition on handloom
products, handicrafts,
books, documentaries,
cuisines, art forms, history
and tourist places of the two
regions will also be organ-
ised here. The Kashi Tamil
Sangamam in the holy city
is part of the prime minis-
ter’s initiative of ‘Ek
Bharat-Shreshtha Bharat’
that aims to portray the
unity among cultural diver-
sity of various states and
Union territories.

LeT ‘hybrid’ terrorist
killed in encounter 

Srinagar, Nov 20 (PTI): 

A “hybrid” terrorist of
Lashkar-e-Taiba, accom-
panying a police party for
identifying a hideout, was
killed in an encounter be-
tween security forces and
ultras in Anantnag dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday, po-
lice said.

“Hybrid” terrorists are
not listed as ultras but are
radicalised enough to
carry out a terror strike
and then slip back into
routine life.

The “hybrid” terrorist,
Sajad Ahmad Tantray
alias Furqan, a resident of
Shirpora in Kulgam, was
involved in the killing of
a non-local labourer at
Rakhmomen in
Anantnag’s Bijbehara on
November 12, a police
spokesperson said.

He was arrested and
during questioning, he
confessed to his involve-
ment in the labourer’s
killing. At his instance, a
pistol used in the commis-
sion of the terror crime
was recovered, the
spokesperson said.

Tantray also revealed
information about the
presence of terrorists in
Bijbehara’s Cheki Duddo
area, he added.

On the basis of infor-
mation provided by
Tantray, the police said, a
search and cordon opera-
tion was launched in
Cheki Dudoo. As the
search party approached
the hideout, it came
under heavy firing from
the hiding terrorists and
Tantray was critically in-
jured.

He was immediately
shifted to a hospital in
Bijbehara where doctors
declared him brought
dead, they said.

‘Political leadership must build
trust for national integration’

Guwahati, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
on Sunday emphasised the
role of political leadership
in building trust among all
sections of people for
greater integration as a
nation.

He also underlined the
importance of cultural ex-
change between different
parts of the country, espe-
cially among children and
youth, for a better under-
standing of different as-
pects of each other’s lives.

“For greater integra-
tion, the most important
role is of the political lead-
ership. They must see the
different aspects of inte-
gration and take the right
steps for achieving it,”
Sangma said.

He was speaking at the
inaugural day of a two-
day conclave on the theme
of Celebrating
Contribution of India’s
North East Region in
Nation Building’, being
held under the aegis of
the Eastern Command
headquarters of the
Army, with support of the
NE states and North
Eastern Zone Cultural
Council (NEZCC).

Sangma pointed out
that building trust was es-
sential to bring all stake-
holders together, especial-
ly in a region like the
northeast.

“For most of the last 75
years, issues of the north-
east were not understood
and policies were framed
by people sitting in Delhi.
It leads to an erosion of
trust.

“There are inter-tribe,
inter-community issues
here, and policy interven-
tion has been in the
wrong direction at times.
It leads to one section feel-
ing deprived,” the
Meghalaya chief minister
said. Work has to be done
on how to minimise these
lapses, and though it
might take time, it can be

achieved with the right
approach, he said.

The Meghalaya chief
minister mentioned
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s instruction to
Central ministers to fre-
quently visit the north-
eastern region as a step in
the right direction.

When they understand
the issues first-hand, it
helps evolve solutions, he
added.

Sangma also stressed
the importance of cultur-
al exchange as an impor-
tant tool for integration.

“The cultural exchange
should happen from a
young age... There is a
need to experience each
other’s lives at different
levels,” he added.

Sangma also put a
thrust on historical data
collection, content cre-
ation and then placing it
before the new genera-
tions at the right level of
their education so that
can acquire an under-
standing of the collective
past.

“For proper integra-
tion, overall connectivity
— transport, cultural, eco-
nomic, historical, etc. —
needs to be built,” the CM
added.

Police conduct fresh
searches across Delhi

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police on
Sunday conducted fresh
searches across the city, in-
cluding the forest areas of
Chhattarpur and the local-
ity where the accused in
the Mehrauli murder case
Aaftab Poonawala and
Shradha Walkar used to
live, officials said.

The police have scaled
up the searches in
Mehrauli and at
Poonawala’s flat in a bid to
recover remaining parts of
Walkar’s body and the
murder weapon, as his
custody remand expires
on Tuesday.

According to official
sources, a Delhi Police
team is also conducting
searches in the forest
areas of Gurgaon near the
office where Poonawala

used to work earlier.
A separate team visited

the flat where they lived to
collect evidence as part of
the ongoing investigation,
police officials said.

While the permission
for Poonawala’s narco test

has come, investigators
are running against time
to get it conducted.

The test will be conduct-
ed at Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital here
in Rohini, most likely on
Monday as Poonawala’s

five-day police custody
ends the next day.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled Walkar and
sawed her body into 35
pieces which he kept in a
300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his house
in Mehrauli before dump-
ing them across the city
over several days past mid-
night.

The Delhi Police had on
Friday sent teams to
Maharashtra, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh to
hunt for evidence in the
case.

According to officials,
after leaving Mumbai,
Walkar and Poonawala
had travelled to several lo-
cations, including
Himachal Pradesh, and
police are visiting these
places to ascertain
whether any development
during those trips trig-
gered Poonawala to kill his
partner.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Christian devotees participate in a holy procession to mark the ‘Feast of Christ the
King’, in Patna, Sunday.

DEVOTION AND FAITH

Ayyappa devotees wait to offer prayers at the Sabarimala Temple in Pathanamthitta
district, Sunday.

BRIEF

Rescue  
 Bhubaneswar: The

Special Task Force of
the Odisha Police on
Saturday night res-
cued as many as 155
cows, oxen and calves
that were being trans-
ported in an illegal
way to Kolkata, police
said. Based on a tip-off,
the STF conducted a
raid at Sahapur Hat
Padia in Jajpur dis-
trict. Two persons
identified as Kamar
Siyajuddin Khan of
Gujidadra village and
Mohammed Karim of
Kantabania village
were apprehended for
illegally transporting
the cattle, the police
said.

Lifer
 Ballia: A local court

in Ballia district sen-
tenced five people, in-
cluding two women, to
life prison in a six-
year-old murder case,
a court official said on
Sunday. According to
the prosecution, the
court of Additional
Sessions Judge
Narendra Pal Rana on
Saturday convicted
Loha Ram, Devendra
Ram, Jitendra Ram,
Shivkumar Devi, and
Geeta and imposed on
them a fine of Rs
25,000 each. Another
accused Birbal had
died during the trial.

Bail denied
 Srinagar: A court

here has rejected the
bail application of a
man accused of dup-
ing MBBS aspirants of
lakhs of rupees on the
pretext of arranging
medical seats for them
in private colleges
over the past 15 years.
Chief Judicial
Magistrate Raja
Mohammad Tasleem
rejected the bail plea
of Uttar Pradesh resi-
dent Sheel Kumar
Shukla, saying the pe-
tition was devoid of
merit.

Mishap
 Bareilly: Three per-

sons, including a
woman, died on the
spot, while another was
seriously injured when
a car rammed into a
truck under the Bahedi
police station area on
the Bareilly-Nainital
road on Sunday, police
said. Bareilly’s
Superintendent of
Police (Rural)
Rajkumar Agarwal said
on Sunday morning,
Bahedi police received
information about the
accident near Lodhipur
crossing at around 3
am.

Arms
 Srinagar: Security

forces seized a huge
cache of arms and am-
munition from a house
in Kupwara district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
police said on Sunday.
The arms cache was re-
covered from the house
of one Rafaqat Hussain
Shah, a resident of
Panjtaran in Karnah
area of north
Kashmir’s Kupwara, in
a cordon-and-search op-
eration last night, a po-
lice spokesperson said.

Fans create a mural at a
city street featuring foot-
ball stars Lionel Messi,
Neymar Jr and Cristiano
Ronaldo ahead of the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022, in Kolkata,
Sunday.

Security personnel stands guard as a team of investiga-
tors arrive at the residence of Aftab Ameen Poonawala,
accused of killing his partner Shraddha Walkar, at
Chhatarpur in New Delhi, Sunday. 

MEHRAULI MURDER

Conrad Sangma

 In J-K’s Anantnag

A missing critically 
endangered white-rumped
vulture from Nepal, after
being rescued in Bihar’s
Darbhanga.

JD(U)-backed candidates
sweep polls



BOYCOTT QATAR

Police officers arrive at the Place de la Republique after protesters hung banners reading

“Qatar stinks of death” and “Boycott Qatar” on the statue “Le Triomphe de la Republique”

(The Triumph of the Republic) in Paris, on November 20.
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Halifax, Nov 20 (AP):

US Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said on
Saturday the deadly mis-
sile explosion in Poland
this week is a conse-
quence of Russian
President Vladimir
Putin’s “war of choice”
against Ukraine, and said
international stability
and prosperity are at
stake in the conflict.

Austin made the re-
marks at the annual

Halifax International
Security Forum which at-
tracts defense and securi-
ty officials from Western
democracies.

“The tragic and trou-
bling explosion in Poland
this week reminded the
whole world of the reck-
lessness of Putin’s war of
choice,” Austin said.

On Tuesday, two work-
ers were killed when a
projectile hit the grain-
drying facility close to
Poland’s border with

Ukraine. While the
source of the missile is
under investigation,
NATO officials have said
they suspect it was fired
from a Ukrainian missile
battery.

Officials from Poland,
NATO and the United
States have blamed
Russia for the deaths in
any case, saying a
Ukrainian missile would
not have misfired had the
country not been forced
to defend itself against

heavy Russian attacks
that day. Russian officials
have cast the conflict as a
struggle against NATO
though Ukraine is not a
NATO member even if it
has been receiving aid
from NATO member
states.

Austin said NATO is a
defensive alliance and
poses no threat to Russia.

“Make no mistake: we
will not be dragged into
Putin’s war of choice. But
we will stand by Ukraine

as it fights to defend itself.
And we will defend every
inch of NATO territory,”
Austin said.

A Polish investigation
to determine the source of
the missile and the cir-
cumstances of the explo-
sion was launched with
support from the US and
Ukrainian investigators
joined the probe on
Friday.

Andriy Yermak, head
of the Office of the
President of Ukraine,

said in an interview
broadcast live at the
forum that “It’s not right
to say it’s a Ukrainian
rocket, or a Russian rock-
et, before the investiga-
tion is over.”

Austin called Putin’s in-
vasion the worst crisis in
security since the end of
the Second World War
and said the outcome
“will help determine the
course of global security
in this young century,”
Austin said.

US defense secretary blames Putin’s war for Poland explosion

Washington, Nov 20 (AP):

President Joe Biden ‘s
granddaughter Naomi
Biden and Peter Neal were
married on Saturday in just
the 19th wedding in the his-
tory of the White House, ex-
changing vows on the lawn
in unseasonably cold tem-
peratures in front of scores
of family and friends.

It’s the first White House
wedding with a president’s
granddaughter as the bride,
and the first one ever on the
South Lawn. Naomi Biden
and Neal exchanged “I do’s”
during a nippy late-morn-
ing ceremony temperatures
were in the low 40s in front
of guests seated in white
folding chairs. The South
Portico of the White House,
facing the lawn and the
Washington Monument in
the distance, was decorated
with wreaths and garland
bearing white flowers.

There was no tent. Guests

began arriving hours before
the ceremony, with some
women opting for open-toed
shoes despite the chill. The
public is seeing none of the
festivities, unlike some past
White House weddings.
Naomi Biden and Neal de-
cided to keep journalists
out, although the ceremony
was outdoors on the
grounds of what the presi-
dent and first lady call the
“people’s house.” Naomi
Biden, 28, is a lawyer in
Washington. Her parents
are Hunter Biden, the son of
the president and first lady
Jill Biden, and Kathleen
Buhle, Hunter’s first wife.

Neal, 25, of Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, recently graduat-
ed from the University of
Pennsylvania law school.
He works at Georgetown
University Law Center in
Washington. His parents
are Drs. Mary C. and
William “Bill” C. Neal of
Jackson Hole.

Biden’s granddaughter Naomi ties
knot in White House wedding

Beirut, Nov 20 (AP):

Turkey launched
airstrikes over several
towns in northern Syria
on Saturday, US-backed
Kurdish-led forces report-
ed. The airstrikes occurred
a week after a bomb rocked
a bustling avenue in the
heart of Istanbul, killing
six people and wounding
over 80 others. Turkish au-
thorities blamed the attack
on the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party, or PKK, as
well as Syrian Kurdish
groups affiliated with it.
The Kurdish militants
groups have, however, de-
nied involvement.

Ankara and Washington
both consider the PKK a
terror group, but disagree
on the status of the Syrian
Kurdish groups, which
have been allied with the

US in the fight against the
Islamic State group in
Syria.

Following the strikes,
the Turkish ministry of
defense posted a photo of a
fighter plane with the
phrase, “The treacherous
attacks of the scoundrels
are being held to account.”

The airstrikes targeted
Kobani, a strategic town
near the Turkish border
that Ankara had previous-
ly attempted to overtake in
its plans to establish a
“safe zone” along northern
Syria.

SDF spokesperson
Farhad Shami in a tweet

added that two villages
heavily populated with dis-
placed people were under
Turkish bombardment. He
said the strikes had result-
ed in “deaths and in-
juries.”

Syrian opposition media
reported that Turkish
airstrikes targeted
Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces posi-
tions. The Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, an opposi-
tion war monitor, reported
that the strikes had also hit
Syrian army positions and
that at least 12 had been
killed, including both SDF
and Syrian army soldiers.
The observatory said
about 25 air strikes were
carried out by Turkish
warplanes on sites in the
countryside of Aleppo,
Raqqa and Hasakah.

Turkey launches airstrikes 
over northern Syria

New York, Nov 20 (PTI):

The Twitter account of
former US President Donald
Trump was back up again
after the social media compa-
ny’s new owner Elon Musk
tweeted that the account will
be reinstated. “The people
have spoken. Trump will be
reinstated. Vox Populi, Vox
Dei,’ Musk tweeted Saturday.

Musk had run an online
poll asking whether Trump’s
account should be reinstated
on Twitter. In the poll that re-
ceived 15,085,458 votes, 51.8
per cent voted yes and 48.2
per cent were against rein-
stating the former US
President’s Twitter account.
Trump’s Twitter account ap-
peared to be back as of
Saturday evening and the
last tweet was dated January
8, 2021 in which Trump had

said, “To all of those who
have asked, I will not be
going to the Inauguration on
January 20th.”Trump was
permanently suspended
from the social media site in
January 2021, just days after
the attempted insurrection
by pro-Trump supporters at
the US Capitol.Twitter’s top
lawyer, Indian-American
Vijaya Gadde was at the fore-
front of the dramatic deci-
sion to suspend the former
US President’s Twitter ac-
count. Gadde had tweeted
that the “account of
@realDonaldTrump has

been permanently sus-
pended from Twitter due to
the risk of further vio-
lence. We’ve also published
our policy enforcement
analysis - you can read
more about our decision
here”, linking to a Twitter
blogpost about the compa-
ny’s decision to perma-
nently suspend Trump’s
Twitter account through
which he communicated to
his more than 88 million
followers.

Gadde, CEO Parag
Agrawal, legal executive
Chief Financial Officer
Ned Segal and General
Counsel Sean Edgett were
among the top Twitter ex-
ecutives fired by Musk im-
mediately after he took
control of the social media
company following a 44 bil-
lion dollar acquisition.

Donald Trump’s Twitter
account reinstated

Manila, Nov 20 (AP):

Vice President Kamala
Harris will underscore
America’s commitment to
defending treaty ally the
Philippines with a visit
that started on Sunday
and involves flying to an
island province facing the
disputed South China Sea,
where Washington has ac-
cused China of bullying
smaller claimant nations.

After attending the
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in
Thailand, Harris flew on
Sunday night to a red-car-
pet welcome in Manila.

On Monday, she meets
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr for talks aimed
at reinforcing
Washington’s oldest treaty
alliance in Asia and
strengthening economic
ties, said a senior US ad-

ministration official, who
was not identified accord-
ing to practice, in an on-
line briefing ahead of the
visit.

Harris said her trip to
Thailand was “quite suc-

cessful” as she reiterated
the US commitment to the
region Sunday afternoon
at a roundtable discussion
on climate change.

The panel of climate ac-
tivists, civil society mem-

bers and business leaders
focused on clean energy
and the threat climate
change is posing to the
Mekong River, which
more than 60 million peo-
ple in Southeast Asia use
for food, water and trans-
port. Harris announced
the US plans to provide up
to USD 20 million in fund-
ing for clean energy in the
region via the Japan-US
Mekong Power
Partnership.

Before her flight out,
she stopped by a local
market and perused a
maze of shops, struck up
conversations with shop-
keepers and purchased
Thai green curry paste.

On Tuesday she’ll fly to
Palawan province, which
lies along the South China
Sea, to meet fishermen,
villagers, officials and the
coast guard.

VP Harris to visit front-line
Philippine island in sea feud

Kuala Lumpur, Nov 20 (AP):

The two biggest win-
ners of Malaysia’s gener-
al elections are compet-
ing on Sunday to hammer
out alliances to form a
government after tightly-
fought general elections
failed to produce a clear
winner, with the nation’s
king to be the final ar-
biter.

The unprecedented
hung Parliament after
Saturday’s divisive polls
saw the rise of Malay na-
tionalists and plunged
the country into a new
crisis, stunning many
Malaysians who hope for
stability and unity after
political turmoil that has
seen three prime minis-
ters since 2018 polls.

The Malay-centric
Perikatan Nasional, or
National Alliance, led by

former Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin, was
an underdog that enjoyed
an unexpected surge of
support with 73 out of 222
Parliamentary seats.

Its hard-line ally the
Pan-Malaysian Islamic
Party was the biggest
winner with a haul of 49
Parliamentary seats
more than double what it
won in 2018. Known as
PAS, it touts Sharia, rules
three states and is now
the single largest party.
Its rise has stoked fears of
greater Islamisation in
the country.

Opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim’s re-
formist alliance topped
the race with 82 federal
seats, but fell far short of
the 112 needed for a ma-
jority.

The alliance led by the
United Malays National

Organisation, which
ruled Malaysia since in-
dependence from Britain
until 2018, was the biggest
loser.

It won only 30 seats in
its worst-ever perform-
ance as many Malays
opted for Muhyiddin’s
bloc, which has touted it-
self as a “caring, clean
and stable” alternative.

“This election had rein-
forced identity politics.
Given that no party has
outright majority, the
newly formed coalition
government will need to
unite the nation,” said
Amir Fareed Rahim, di-
rector of strategy at pub-
lic affairs at political risk
consultancy KRA Group.

Many rural Malays,
who form two-thirds of
Malaysia’s 33 million peo-
ple which includes large
minorities of ethnic

Chinese and Indians fear
they may lose their rights
with greater pluralism
under Anwar’s alliance.
This, together with cor-
ruption in UMNO, has
benefited Muhyiddin’s
bloc.

Among other key elec-
tion losers was two-time
former Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad, who
at 97 is leading a separate
Malay movement. He suf-
fered a shocking defeat to
the National Alliance.

Anwar and Muhyiddin,
both 75, claimed they
have enough support to
secure a majority, but
have not provided details.

Muhyiddin appeared to
be leading as he met with
one of the Borneo bloc
leaders Sunday. He said
negotiations are also un-
derway with other
groups.

Two rival blocs race to form
Malaysia’s next government

Kathmandu, Nov 20 (PTI):

Millions of Nepalese
began voting on Sunday to
elect a new parliament and
provincial assemblies
amid tight security, hoping
to end the political insta-
bility that has plagued the
country for more than a
decade and impeded
growth.

The polling started at 7
am local time at over
22,000 polling centres and
will close at 5 pm.

Talking to reporters,
Home Secretary Binod
Prakash Singh said that
up to 46 per cent votes have
been cast across the coun-
try as of 2 pm local time.

Barring a few sporadic
incidents, the voting re-
mained largely peaceful.

A minor explosion took
place near Sharda
Secondary School polling
station in Dhangadhi Sub-
metropolitan City in
Kailali district. However,
there was no casualty, offi-
cials said, adding that vot-
ing continued in the
polling station despite the
incident with just half-an-
hour interruption.

Some incidents of heat-

ed arguments between
party cadres were report-
ed from 11 areas in
Dhangadi, Gorkha and
Dolakha districts.
However, it did not affect
the polling, they said.

Singh said that voting
has resumed at the places
where it was put off after

minor disputes earlier in
the day.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister and Nepali
Congress (NC) president
Sher Bahadur Deuba cast
his ballot in his home dis-
trict Dadeldhura. He voted
at the Ashigram
Secondary School polling

centre at Ruwakhola in
Ganyapdhura rural mu-
nicipality-1 in the morn-
ing. Deuba had studied at
this school.

Deuba has continuously
won the election from
Dadeldhura since 1991. He
is running for the federal
parliament member for

the seventh time in this
election, The Himalayan
Times newspaper report-
ed. Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) chairman and
former prime minister K P
Sharma Oli cast his ballot
at the polling centre situat-
ed in Suryabinayak
Municipality in
Bhaktapur district near
Kathmandu.

CPN-Maoist Centre
chairman and former
prime minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal “Prachanda”
cast his vote at the polling
centre located at
Bharatpur Municipality
in Chitawan district.

Speaking to the media
after voting from a polling
station in Bhaktapur,
Chief Election
Commissioner Dinesh
Kumar Thapaliya said the
counting will start at 9 pm
Sunday after collecting all
the ballot boxes.

Thapaliya said the com-
mission would announce
all the first-past-the-post
results in the next eight
days while the results of
proportional representa-
tion elections would be an-
nounced by December 8.

Nepal votes to elect new parliament
and provincial assemblies

Nepali Congress general secretary Gagan Thapa speaks to media after casting vote for the

Nepal Parliamentary and Provincial Assembly elections, in Kathmandu, Sunday, Nov. 20.

In this handout provided by The White House, President
Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden attend the wedding of
Peter Neal and Naomi Biden Neal on the South Lawn of the
White House  in Washington DC. 
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Great-grandsons
While the picture of Tushar
Gandhi, walking with Rahul
Gandhi as a participant in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, not only
delights the soul; his straight-for-
ward sane humanitarian talks are
also a matter of much pleasure.
Rightly has Tushar Gandhi drawn
a stark contrast between the
anti-poor mindset of those lead-
ers who hide slums with clothes
(or with walls) to avoid the "ugly
sight" and the all-embracing
stance of Rahul Gandhi mingling
with the weakest strata of the
society. By participating in the
Yatra; Tushar has seen Rahul to
possess the capacity to feel the
pain of the poor (remembering
him of Mahatma Gandhi), bear-
ing the hallmark of a true leader.
Tushar Gandhi admits that he
never imagined that he would
have this experience in his life-
time. In this context, I wonder
whether Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru had ever imag-
ined in their lifetime that after 75
years of Indian Independence
from foreign forces, their respec-
tive great-grandsons would have
to march side by side in a Yatra to
save India from internal assault
upon it's democratic secular and
Constitutional ethos.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Political maturity 
The much talked about G-20 sum-
mit has come to an end in Bali.
The timing of the G-20 summit
was very critical internationally
due to the Russia-Ukraine war
which is posing a threat to world
peace and the possibility of a
third world war. Significantly,
most of the top leaders of the
world, including the US, China,
France, and India discussed the
global issues threadbare and uni-
laterally passed many vital reso-
lutions relating to global peace.
At that summit, our PM Modi was
seen leading from the front and
made the world hear its opinion
on various issues, including the
ongoing conflict between Ukraine
and Russia. We must admit that
never in the past has any Indian
PM made such an impact on the
global platform on a global issue
which is very crucial for global
peace and tranquillity. I earnestly
hope that the bitterest critics of
Modi will agree with me. I am in
fact waiting with my fingers
crossed as the elections are
approaching where our political
parties will put the interests of
their parties ahead of the nation.
All said and done our PM Modi
has shown and proved his politi-
cal maturity globally.
DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii

Boundary talks 
Hostility between neighbours robs
counties of peace. Examples are
not far to seek. India has its hos-
tile neighbours Pakistan and
China. Everybody knows the situa-
tion along India's border with
Pakistan and China. Such a situa-
tion often occurs in inter-state
boundaries within a nation. The
situation Assam experiences
sometime with Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh are glaring
examples. Perhaps, gauzing the
situation rights, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma is
determined to resolve border
issues with its neighbouring
states through tangible measures. 

TTooppoo  SSiinngghhaa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill
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Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma, BJP leader Manoj Tiwari and others during a roadshow, ahead of the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi elections, in New Delhi, Sunday, Nov. 20.

BJP MCD ELECTION CAMPAIGN

II ndia's Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) earned recognition as the
World's largest behaviour change programme when the country achieved

universal sanitation coverage in 2019 by providing access to the toilet to all
rural households and making every village Open Defecation Free (ODF). World
Toilet Day today reminds all stakeholders of SBM (Grameen), including resi-
dents of ODF villages, that sustaining the ODF status is the next big challenge
that the country needs to overcome. The phase II of SBM (Grameen) envis-
ages sustaining the ODF status by villages by ensuring solid and liquid waste
management and making the villages become ODF plus. Various components
of ODF plus include biodegradable waste management, grey water manage-
ment, faecal sludge management and plastic waste management besides
other routine cleanliness drives. Till August, over one lakh villages in the coun-
try declared themselves as ODF plus introduced intermediate stages in the
process of declaring a village as ODF Plus, given that all villages may not ful-
fil all criteria under the verticals of biodegradable waste management (BWM),
plastic waste management (PWM), greywater management (GWM) and fae-
cal sludge management (FSM) before declaring a village as ODF Plus. The
ODF plus villages have been categorized into three stages – aspiring, rising
and model. Apart from all households, schools and Anganwadi centres pan-
chayats having functional toilets with separate toilets for males and females,
aspiring ODF plus villages have either solid or liquid waste management while
rising category villages have arrangements for both solid and liquid manage-
ment while in ODF plus-model villages in addition to these, all public places
are observed to have a minimal litter, minimal stagnant wastewater, no plas-
tic dump places and ODF plus messages are prominently displayed through
wall paintings and billboards. Under SBM-G, altogether 5,99,216 villages have
self-declared as ODF. Official data also show that to date only 40,150 villages
have been declared ODF-plus model which points towards the long journey the
country has to undertake towards achieving the objective of every single vil-
lage in the country attaining the ODF-plus model status. The number of ODF-
plus villages in aspiring has risen to 68,000 and the number of ODF-plus-rising
category villages has increased to 18,377 indicative of the pace of SBM
(Grameen) phase II compared to phase I. Phase II is targeted to be completed
by 2024-25 which appears to be a tough mission at the current pace of imple-
mentation. The Central government approved the SBM (Grameen) phase II in
February 2020 with a total outlay of Rs 1,40,881 crore and allocation for the
current year increasing by about 20% speaks volumes about the push given by
the Central government. Tamil Nadu is the top performer with 93% of its vil-
lages categorized in the aspiring category but of a total of 12,525 villages in
the state only 13 have so far been categorized in the rising category and 11 in
the ODF-plus model category which reflects the ground situation as far as an
achievement under SBM (Grameen) phase II is concerned. Andaman and
Nicobar Islands is the top performer in ODF-plus model status with all 189 vil-
lages included in the category, while Sikkim with 142 (37%) of total 403 vil-
lages in the category leads the chart of states followed by Kerala with 33%
coverage and Telangana with 32.62%. In Assam, less than one per cent of total
villages (226 out of 25,503) in the state are categorized as aspiring, 0.05% of
villages as rising (12 villages) and only 0.02% of villages (five villages) as
ODF-plus model present a picture of dismal performance. It calls for a thor-
ough review to identify the critical gaps so that targeted datelines of achiev-
ing the desired success of raising the status of every single village into an ODF
plus model village can be met and not become more difficult due to unwar-
ranted delay. The lesson learnt from the SMB how the awareness was built in
rural India about the importance of having access to a functional toilet is crit-
ical to health and hygiene and achieving huge success in making all villages
ODF can be applied in raising awareness on intermediary stages of aspiring
and rising categories towards making all ODF villages sustainable. The flag-
ship programme of Jal Jeevan Mission has a crucial role in SBM (Grameen) as
availability and access to the piped water supply at every household is essen-
tial for sustaining ODF status. Prohibition of Single Use Plastic (SUP) is anoth-
er critical intervention by the government aimed at reducing plastic pollution
but poor enforcement has allowed the circulation of prohibited SUP in villages
apart from cities and towns. Enforcement of the SUP ban can help villages
achieve the desired plastic management but this requires will by the govern-
ment and administration to enforce and monitor as well as awareness among
the general public about the harmful impact of SUP and how its prohibition
can make their villages, and towns clean and environment-friendly. A massive
awareness drive is a key to making SBM-phase II successful.

I f India is to seize the
advantage of its bur-

geoning young workforce,
it needs to strategically im-
plement economic and in-
dustrial policies. There is a
new urgency in India to
create jobs for the rapidly
growing number of young
people set to enter the
workforce in the next two
decades.

India will account for 20
per cent of the worldwide
increase in the working-
age population over the two
decades from 2020.
Projections from the World
Bank show that between
2020 and 2040, India’s popu-
lation aged 15 to 59 years is
expected to increase by
134.6 million, while it could
decline in China during the
same period by about the
same amount. That large
number of potential work-
ers is a big boon for India’s
economic growth but it is
also a challenge for policy-
makers of creating new
and decent job opportuni-
ties for the rising numbers
of young people.

India’s economy and the
labour-force are undergo-
ing a structural transfor-

mation, which is fuelling
the urgency to generate
new jobs. As recently as
2017-18, agriculture-related
jobs were the source of
livelihood for 41.8 per cent
of India’s workforce, which
numbered 457.6 million.

A significant shift away
from agriculture has oc-
curred since the mid-2000s,
and the process is likely to
speed up in coming years.
That would result in sever-
al million workers leaving
their rural homes to seek
non-agricultural jobs in
towns and cities.

In 2018, the student popu-
lation in India was 350.4
million, representing a
quarter of the country’s
total population (1,316.3
million), and was more
than 75 per cent of the size
of its existing workforce.
This enor mous wave of
students will enter the
labour market in future
years, and their job aspira-
tions will be much greater
than those of their parents.
The 15- to 59-year-olds en-
gaged in neither agricul-
tural work nor enrolled in
education form a potential
supply of workers empha-
sis on the word potential
for industry, construction,
and the services sectors.
There is a distinct regional
dimension to India’s em-
ployment challenge.

India is a union of 28
states and eight union ter-
ritories. The norther n
state of Uttar Pradesh and
the eastern state of Bihar
are two of the most popu-
lous and have significantly

younger populations.
Together, these two states

will account for 41.9 per
cent of the entire increase
in working-age population
in India between 2021 and
2036. At the same time,
these are also two of the
poorest Indian states.

To be able to seize the op-
portunity of fered by the
wave of young people in
India’s northern and east-
ern states, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar in particular,
India needs to pay atten-
tion to its economic and in-
dustrial policies. With
more jobs and income, and
the higher levels of de-
mand they create, these
states could emerge as
some of the most dynamic
centres of future economic
growth.

However, industrial and
economic growth strategies
in different Indian states
have to be tailored to suit
their specific economic op-
portunities and challenges.
Demographic structures
are quite different in some
of the southern and west-
er n states, notably in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
These two states are well
ahead of the rest of the
country in achievements
including fertility decline,
but now face a new set of
challenges because of their
rapidly ageing popula-
tions.Increasing gover n-
ment spending on health,
education and other social
sectors will be crucial to
realising the potential divi-
dend from India’s young de-
mography. This is even

more crucial in the after-
math of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In 2018, India’s ex-
penditure on health as a
proportion of GDP was
only 0.95 per cent, com-
pared to 3 per cent in China
and 8.5 per cent in the US.

Investment will be partic-
ularly helpful for states
such as Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which have a
growing young population
but lag in human develop-
ment.

These investments will
bring an increase in living
standards and future eco-
nomic growth, as well as
new employment opportu-
nities, such as teachers and
health professionals. More
than half of all workers
(5.2 million out of 9.2 mil-
lion) who found jobs in ed-
ucation and health sectors
in India between 2012 and
2018 were female an indica-
tion of the potential of
these sectors to generate
new employment opportu-
nities for women.

There is no doubt the en-
ergies of India’s young
women and men can be
tapped to lift the entire
country’s prospects. But
this can be achieved only
with strategic investments
and interventions by the
gover nment, alongside
well-directed social, em-
ployment and industrial
policies.

(Writer is from Indian
Institute of Technology
Delhi).

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee  

Never should a person accused of any crime be named and shamed unless their
alleged crime gets proved in Court of law. After all, a minimum sense of justice
and civility demands that all accused should be treated as innocent till proven
guilty. So nobody holds any right to tarnish the image of the accused in front of
the society landing him/her and family members of them in dire straits.  But
regularly do we witness how media - - be it print or visual - - boldly publish full-
fledged name and locality of the persons accused of petty theft, murder or gan-
grape; often with pictures as well (with reporters even landing at their homes
interviewing family members). And most often, such accused are found to be of
"non-glamorous" vintage living in urban slums or villages working as manual
labourer, bus helper, plumber, housemaid or door-to-door salesperson.  Based
on this practical perspective of "naming and shaming" the accused persons of
poor or rural vintage; stern question should necessarily be asked why such
exposure of identities are not made when the accused persons hail from a priv-
ileged sector. Recently a lady has been gang raped in a bungalow on the east-
ern fringes of Kolkata, but not single names of the accused are being published
by the media. Is it because the accused gang rapists form part of the economi-
cally creamiest layer of the society; booking the bungalow for a princely amount
and their extravagant lifestyle bearing testimony of which. Or is it because they
are "professionals and students" of "elite" vintage - - - working in a top account-
ing firm, Chartered Accountancy aspirant, intern in an Internet - based platform.
What is the exact reason for being such hush about the identity of the accused
(though none of them is minor).  Are the police investigators withholding the
names of the accused or the media not naming them? It seems all norms of pri-
vacy, dignity and honour form the sole bastion of the privileged section of the
population only who are economically prosperous and/or engaged in glamorous
professions and academic courses! In contrast those who reside in "lower
index" of economy livelihood or "social status" are perhaps bereft of all norms
of human rights and surely this is the precise reason why their full identities are
liberally dished to the public without giving a minimum thought whether they
are indeed the culprit or victims of doubt and conspiracy! Who would compen-
sate for the insults heaped upon such persons and their families if they are
found to be absolutely innocent after the completion of the investigation or
trial! And even if they are indeed the culprits, their family members are not at
fault; yet they also get marginalized and taunted by the "moral brigade" of the
society just because of the callous exposure of such details by the supremely
class-conscious media. It is high time the media acts with a bit of responsibility
and neutrality. In ideal conditions, none of the persons accused of any crime
should be named. However, still if this "naming and shaming culture" gets prac-
ticed in case of "non-glamorous" accused, then the same practice should also
be implemented when rich persons of "elite" vintage get accused of any crime.
After all, at the end of the day, all are equal in the eyes of the law (at least the-
oretically) ; so all criminals or persons accused of committing any crime should
also be treated at par irrespective of their economic social professional creden-
tials. Surely the gravity of any crime or alleged crime doesn't get diluted if com-
mitted by the creamy or creamiest layer of the society. Lastly, a few words of
inequality in cases of victims also. It is nothing but a Court-mandated order that
no victim of rape be named irrespective of age. Else the perpetrator would be
prosecuted. But often do we witness the names of such victims of rape getting
spilled out with the assaulted girls always hailing from poor families. Also we
come to know who has spilled out the names as the perpetrators are often of
political or "women rights" camp! But strangely they are allowed to escape
scot-free. Though we are all citizens of the country, yet so much discrimination
and inequality in lines of economy class status profession education language
race religion caste and what not! And we have accepted such blatant discrimi-
nation also gladly or sadly! But when it comes to treatment of criminals, alleged
criminals and victims of crime; at least in this space may all organs of adminis-
tration, justice and media act in an equitable fashion.

PRACTICE EQUALITY 
IN CASES OF CRIMES  

Can India seize the 
demographic advantage?

Awareness key to sustain
Swachh Bharat Mission

Have you ever wondered how your
fitness tracker measures your sleep?
Or more importantly, if the data it
records is reliable? Whether you own
a Fitbit, smartwatch, Garmin or one
of the countless other fitness devices
on the market, they all work in much
the same way.

If you have a or if your sleep is dis-
rupted on a regular basis, wearing a
fitness tracker is not going to be a
reliable indicator of your sleep
health. The best option is to have an
in-home sleep study to get a reliable
and accurate reading.

So, is it still worth wearing your
fitness tracker to bed at night?

Most smartwatches and fitness
trackers have what’s called a tri-axis
accelerometer in them. That’s a
techy way of saying there’s an accel-
erator in your wearable. It’s a small
device made up of axis-based motion

sensing and it tracks movement in
every direction. Some even come
with a gyroscope to measure orienta-
tion and rotation. Using a process
called actigraphy, your tracker trans-
lates your wrist movements into
sleep patterns.

As you can imagine it’s not always
accurate and there’s some guesswork
involved in that process. That’s
because actigraphy just tracks one
thing – movement. And there’s so
much more to monitoring sleep than
simply tossing and turning.

Brainwaves, eye movements, and
breathing are also required to deter-
mine the difference between deep
REM sleep and light sleep.

Psychologist Kelly Glazer Baron,
PhD, MPH from the Rush University
Medical Center, published a report in
the Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine
on the impact of fitness trackers on
sleep.

Baron states that part of the prob-
lem lies in the technology itself.
Citing multiple studies, Baron’s
report states that these increasingly
popular devices "are unable to accu-

rately discriminate stages of sleep."
As Baron explains, "They are not able
to differentiate between light and
deep sleep." Furthermore, "they
might call it sleep when you're read-
ing in bed."

While reliability is questionable,
fitness trackers can be a useful
guide. Countless studies have varied
in their results of fitness tracker reli-
ability but for the most part, the con-
sensus is that actigraphy is generally
accurate enough to track sleep in
healthy adults with normal sleep pat-
terns. It’s just not as accurate

Well, it all comes down to psychol-
ogy. Maybe you give yourself a pat on
the back after your fitness tracker

tells you you’ve had 8 hours sleep
(regardless of how accurate it is).

And that’s a good thing. Even
before wearable technology was
invented, it was well known that
tracking anything related to your
health made you more aware of your
choices. When you count steps, you
tend to do more steps. When you
write down your calories, you tend to
be more conscious of what you’re
eating. Tracking can also help you
stick to your health goals or resolu-
tions. Rather than only focussing on a
big health goal such as losing 20
kilos, tracking gives you small daily
goals towards improved health. You
feel more successful when goals are
broken down into smaller bite-size
chunks.

On the other hand, if you have a
tendency toward perfectionism, not
achieving the 8 hours sleep dictated
by your tracker could produce more
anxiety which in turn affects your
sleep. People pursuing the "quanti-
fied self," says Baron, referring to
data-driven obsessions, rely on the
daily acquisition of data to enhance

their mental and physical life. But,
she adds, "some people do take it too
far, and that can be stressful." Short
answer is it cannot track light vs deep
sleep.

Smartwatch is equipped with tri-
axis accelerometer and heart rate
monitor (the one that sit on the back
of the watch with red or green light).

With this technology they use an
algorithm to determine whether you
are in active or sleep state. But it
can't track the quality of your sleep
as to get this data you need to meas-
ure brain activity, eye movement too.

HHooww  ddooeess  tthhee  MMii  BBaanndd  ttrraacckk  mmyy
sslleeeepp??

The answer , with the help of
“Accelero-meter”. Accelero-meter
measure how much you move , the
movements you do etc. Let me give
you the details : When you are awake
, you make a lot of movements and
the accelero-meter in the band will
identify that you are not asleep.
When you are asleep, you make
minor movements only, so it knows
that you are sleeping. That’s how the
Mi band tacks your sleep.

How do fitness bands track my sleep? 

JAYAN JOSE THOMAS

 How do they 
sense the light sleep
and deep sleep?
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BRIEF

Xebia 
New Delhi: US-based
IT company Xebia is
planning to hire 1,200
staff in India by
March 2023 as the firm
sees growth opportu-
nities in the digital
transformation space
despite a weak macro-
economic situation, a
top company official
has said. Xebia Global
CEO Anand Sahay
told PTI that all enter-
prises are looking to-
wards transformation
and demand in the
segment is high,
which is the reason
the company is open-
ing up new centres
across the globe, in-
cluding India, and
also planning to ac-
quire firms working
on artificial intelli-
gence, cloud comput-
ing, augmented and
virtual reality etc.

Ather Energy
Chennai: Electric
two-wheeler maker
Ather Energy on
Sunday said it has
drawn up plans to set
up 150 fast-charging
grids in Tamil Nadu
by the end of the cur-
rent financial year.
The company recently
inaugurated its first
experience centre in
Salem under its move
to expand retail foot-
print in the state. With
the inauguration of
the experience centre,
Ather Energy has
nine retail stores in
Tamil Nadu.

Licious
New Delhi: Meat and
meat products online
platform Licious ex-
pects its revenue to
cross the Rs 1,500 crore
mark in 12 months but
it is not planning an
initial public offer be-
fore 2025-26, according
to company co-
founder Vivek Gupta.
The company, which
serves 28 Indian cities,
including Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Delhi-
NCR, Chandigarh,
Mumbai, Pune,
Chennai and Kolkata,
through its online
channel, is also look-
ing to have presence
through offline retail
stores besides expand-
ing its product offer-
ings. "We are right
now at around Rs 1,000
crore run rate.

Danfoss India 
Chennai:Danfoss
India, a leader in heat-
ing, ventilation and air-
conditioning has set a
target to more than dou-
ble its India business
revenues by focusing on
its core business seg-
ments, the company
said on Sunday. The
company aims to garner
revenues of Rs 5,000
crore by 2025 and as part
of the growth strategy it
has planned to strength-
en its footprint across
the country. For the cal-
endar year 2022 the com-
pany expects to end
with a revenue of more
than Rs 2,000 crore.

Punjab & Sind Bank
New Delhi: State-
owned Punjab & Sind
Bank expects to clock
a net profit of around
Rs 1,100 crore in the
current financial year
on the back of resolu-
tion of bad loans. The
bank has given a NPA
recovery guidance of
Rs 2,000 crore for the
ongoing fiscal, Punjab
& Sind Bank
Managing Director
Swarup Kumar Saha
told PTI in an interac-
tion. Out of this, Rs
700 crore has already
been realised, he said,
adding some big reso-
lutions like Sintex
Industries and
Meenakshi Energy
are going to happen in
the coming quarter.

FASHION  SHOW

A model walks the runway during the Original Fashion Week at the

Complejo Cultural Los Pinos, the former official residence of the

President of Mexico, in Mexico City. Textile designers inspired by

traditional Mexican motifs, embroidery and colors are exhibiting

their work at a fashion fair in Mexico City promoted by the gov-

ernment to support marginalized Indigenous communities.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India will take over the
chair of the Global
Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence for 2022-23 at a
meeting of the body in
Tokyo on November 21,
the Ministry of
Electronics and IT said on
Sunday. In the election to
the Council Chair, India
had received more than a
two-thirds majority of
first-preference votes
while Canada and the
United States of America
ranked in the next two
best places in the tally - so
they were elected to the
two additional govern-
ment seats on the Steering
Committee, the ministry
said in a statement.

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar will repre-
sent India at the handover
ceremony in Tokyo.

"Close on the heels of as-

suming the presidency of
G20, a league of world's
largest economies, India
will take over the chair of
the Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence
(GPAI), an international
initiative to support re-
sponsible and human-cen-
tric development and use
of Artificial Intelligence
(AI)," the statement said.

GPAI is a congregation
of 25 member countries,

including the US, the UK,
the EU, Australia, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, New
Zealand, the Republic of
Korea, and Singapore.

India joined the group
as a founding member in
2020. "Rajeev
Chandrasekhar will repre-
sent India at the GPAI
meeting to be held in
Tokyo on November 21,
2022 for the symbolic
takeover from France,
which is the outgoing
Council Chair," the state-
ment said. For the 2022-
2023 Steering Committee,
the five government seats
will therefore be held by
Japan (as Lead Council
Chair and Co-Chair of the
Steering Committee),
France (Outgoing Council
Chair), India (Incoming
Council Chair), Canada
and the United States.

"India occupying the
chair also signifies how

the world today perceives
India as a Trusted
Technology partner and
one that has always advo-
cated for the ethical use of
technology for transform-
ing citizens' lives," the
statement said.

AI is expected to add
USD 967 billion to the
Indian economy by 2035
and USD 450 500 billion to
India's GDP by 2025, ac-
counting for 10 per cent of
the country's USD 5 tril-
lion GDP target.

GPAI is a first-of-its-type
initiative for evolving bet-
ter understanding of chal-
lenges and opportunities
around AI using the expe-
rience and diversity of
participating countries.

The alliance will look to
bridge the gap between
theory and practice by
supporting advanced re-
search and applied activi-
ties on AI-related priori-
ties.

India to take over Chair of Global

Partnership on AI for 2022-23

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev

Chandrasekhar will represent
India at the handover 
ceremony in Tokyo.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Foreign investors have
been aggressively buying
Indian equities in
November, investing Rs
30,385 crore this month so
far, on stabilisation in
rupee and resilience of
the domestic economy
compared to global coun-
terparts.

However, going for-
ward, buying by Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
is unlikely to turn very
aggressive as high valua-
tions in India are a head-
wind, said V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.

Further, valuations in
markets like China, South
Korea and Taiwan are
very attractive now and so
more FPI money is likely
to move to these markets,
he added. According to
data with the deposito-
ries, FPIs invested a net
sum of Rs 30,385 crore in
equities during
November 1-18.

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 20 (PTI):

Air India Express would
be starting two new inter-
national services from the
State capital of Kerala to
the Middle-East in the
next two weeks.

The new flights from
Thiruvananthapuram to
Dammam in Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain would com-
mence from December 1
and November 30 respec-
tively, said the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport Ltd
(TIAL) in a release.

Air India Express would
be the second airline to op-
erate services in the
Thiruvananthapuram-
Bahrain sector with the
other one being Gulf Air
which is operating seven

flights a week, the release
said and added that it
would be the first service
in the
Thiruvananthapuram -
Dammam sector.

T h e
Thiruvananthapuram-
Bahrain flight would de-
part here on Wednesdays
and Sundays at 5.35 PM
and reach there at 8.05 PM
(local time), the release
said. From Bahrain, it
would depart at 9.05 PM
(local time) and reach
Thiruvananthapuram at
4.25 AM, it said.

New Air India Express flights
to Bahrain, Dammam soon

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India will still grow at 6-7
per cent in the next 2023-24
fiscal even as the economy
may be affected by uncer-
tain global conditions, for-
mer Niti Aayog Vice-
Chairman Rajiv Kumar has
said amid growing fears of
the world slipping into a re-
cession.

Kumar further said there
is a synchronized down-
turn in the US, Europe,
Japan and also in China
and that could take the glob-
al economy into a recession
in the coming months.

"Thankfully, there is no
such prospect of recession
in India, because although
our growth may be nega-
tively affected by the global

conditions, we will still
manage to grow at 6-7 per
cent in 2023-24," he told PTI
in an interview.

The World Bank on
October 6 projected a 6.5 per
cent growth rate for the
Indian economy for 2022-23,
a drop of one percentage
point from its June 2022
projections, citing the dete-
riorating international en-
vironment, while IMF pro-
jected a growth rate of 6.8

per cent in 2022 as com-
pared to 8.7 per cent in 2021
for India. IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva has
said the global economy is
moving from a world of rel-
ative predictability to one of
greater uncertainty.

Replying to a question on
high inflation, Kumar said
retail inflation will proba-
bly be in the range of 6-7
per cent for some more
time. "After that, my esti-
mate is that it should begin
to peak and then come
down," he said. Kumar
added that depends a lot on
global oil prices as it can
continue to rise because of
the continued conflict in
Ukraine. "But otherwise do-
mestic drivers of inflation
will cool down," he noted.

No prospect of recession in India, economy
to grow 6-7 pc in next fiscal: Rajiv Kumar

FPIs invest 

Rs 30,385 cr in Indian

equities in Nov so far

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

The government's
decision to remove
the export duty on
steel products will
help improve the fi-
nancial and opera-
tional performance
of steel players, a top
official of Jindal
Steel and Power Limited
(JSPL) said.

Steel companies faced
distress in the July-
September quarter of the
ongoing financial year due
to various factors, includ-
ing high input costs, JSPL
Managing Director
Bimlendra Jha told PTI in
a telephonic interaction.

Asked about the impact

of the government's action,
Jha said "it was a much

awaited move"
which will improve
financial and opera-
tional performance
of steel makers.

In the July-
September quarter,
the top domestic
steel makers, in-

cluding JSPL, Tata Steel
and JSW Steel, have either
reported losses or posted a
sharp fall in their net prof-
its citing adverse market
conditions. The govern-
ment has cut the export
duty on steel products and
iron ore to nil with effect
from November 19, 2022 --
six months after imposi-
tion of the levy on May 21.

Export duty removal to help 
financial, operational performance

of steel makers: JSPL MD

Mumbai, Nov 20: 

Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(BPCL), a ‘Maharatna’
and a Fortune Global 500
Company, Oil Marketing
Companies, today an-
nounced the commission-
ing of its first In & Out
store at Solanki Fuels, in
Chhattisgarh district.

This first In & Out store
of Chhattisgarh state was
inaugurated by the Head
(New Businesses) of
Bharat Petroleum  Biju
Gopinath in the presence
of Territory Manager
Retail  Shramik Panchal
and Territory Manager,
LPG, Dilip Meena. BPCL
retail outlet, Solanki
Fuels at Uttai was com-
missioned on 1st April
1996 and since then it’s
been serving the people of
Uttai and surrounding

villages with utmost reli-
ability and optimum qual-
ity.

BPCL aspires to build
One BPCL network com-
prising of 10,000 Such
Outlets and 1 Lakh
“Womenpreneurs” whom
they called Urja Devi’s.
These Urja Devi’s will be
BPCL’s mascot in deep
rural areas of the country
representing the trust

and values which BPCL
has built over the years.

A pilot project of total
30 In & Out stores with
Village level Ecosystem of
300 professionally trained
women entrepreneurs
has already been
launched in March 2022.
Now we are further ex-
panding our network by
commissioning next set of
In & Out stores, Solanki

Fuels being the first such
In & Out store in
Chhattisgarh.

These physical stores
will be having a digital
backbone ensuring a con-
venient and novel shop-
ping experience to the
rural and urban cus-
tomers and thereby incul-
cating a digital habit
amongst the rural masses
and giving an urban expe-
rience. Through these vil-
lage eco centres, BPCL is
taking its fuel and non-
fuel offerings to the rural
customers through a digi-
tal backbone.

The company aims at
converting all its fuel re-
tail outlets to “Energy
Stations’ in the coming
times. This network shall
be able to service any
product and services and
help increase the overall
customer base of BPCL.

BPCL creates opportunities for women entrepreneursVOLKSWAGEN BEETLE

Volkswagen Beetle Owners' Club of Sri Lanka exhibit members' cars during an event
in Colombo on November 20.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Maruti Suzuki expects
substantial increase in its
market share in the sports
utility vehicle (SUV) seg-
ment this fiscal with the new
Brezza and Grand Vitara re-
ceiving robust response, ac-
cording to a senior company
official. The auto major also
plans to introduce more

models in the SUV segment
in the remaining part of the
financial year. "In July we
were at 7.1 per cent (market
share) in the SUV seg-
ment...it increased to 10.8 per
cent in August, 13.01 per cent
in September and 14.4 per
cent in October. So it is show-
ing an increasing trend,"
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
Senior Executive Officer
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava told
PTI in an interaction.

He noted that the market
share would have increased
further if the company had
not faced supply issues with
Brezza last month. "I would
not like to project a going for-
ward figure but can safely
say that we are expecting a
good increase (in market
share) this fiscal as we ex-
pect to launch a few more
SUVs," Srivastava said.

Expect substantial increase
in SUV market share this

fiscal: Maruti Suzuki

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
Senior Executive Officer

Marketing & Sales Shashank
Srivastava.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India's largest oil and
gas producer ONGC will
this year reverse years of
decline in production and
gradually raise output
thereafter as it invests bil-
lions of dollars to produce
from newer discoveries,
company's management
told investors in a call.

Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) in
fiscal year 2021-22 pro-
duced 21.707 million tonne
of crude oil, which is re-
fined to produce petrole-
um products like petrol
and diesel, and 21.68 bil-
lion cubic meter (bcm) of
natural gas, which is used
to produce electricity,
manufacture fertilizer and
as CNG in automobiles.

In current fiscal year
(2022-23), crude oil produc-
tion is slated to rise to
22.823 million tonne and

gas to 22.099 bcm. In the
following fiscal year, oil
production will climb to
24.636 million tonne and to
25.689 million tonne in
2024-25, the management
told investors in a call post
announcement of second
quarter earnings last
week.

Natural gas production
is slated to rise to 25.685
bcm in 2023-24 and to
27.529 bcm in the following
year.

"We have reversed the

declining trend," ONGC
Director (Finance) Pomila
Jaspal said.

ONGC, which con-
tributes around 71 per cent
to India's domestic produc-
tion, has reported a grad-
ual decline in output for
over a decade now prima-
rily because its fields are
old and ageing.

The government has
considered giving away
ONGC's biggest oil and gas
fields to private and for-
eign companies in an at-
tempt to boost output but
this has faced internal re-
sistance.

ONGC is now investing
Rs 59,000 crore in 20 major
projects, including in
bringing to production oil
and gas reserves found in
deepsea KG block KG-
DWN-98/2 (KG-D5) and
fourth phase redevelop-
ment of mainstay
Mumbai High fields.

ONGC to reverse oil, gas output decline;
sees 18% jump in production in FY25

ONGC Director (Finance)
Pomila Jaspal.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Eight of the 10 most val-
ued firms together added
Rs 42,173.42 crore in mar-
ket valuation last week,
with ICICI Bank, Infosys
and TCS emerging as the
biggest gainers.

Barring Reliance
Industries and Hindustan
Unilever Limited, rest
eight firms, including
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India and
HDFC, made gains in their
valuation. Last week, the
BSE benchmark Sensex
dipped 131.56 points or 0.21
per cent. The market valu-
ation of ICICI Bank
jumped Rs 9,706.86 crore to
stand at Rs 6,41,898.91
crore. Infosys added Rs
9,614.89 crore to reach Rs
6,70,264.99 crore. The valu-
ation of Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) climbed Rs

9,403.76 crore to Rs
12,22,781.79 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of Bharti
Airtel advanced Rs 5,869.21
crore to Rs 4,65,642.49
crore and that of HDFC in-
creased Rs 3,415.33 crore to
Rs 4,85,234.16 crore.

HDFC Bank's mcap
climbed Rs 1,508.95 crore
to Rs 8,99,489.20 crore and
that of State Bank of India
(SBI) grew by Rs 1,383.32
crore to Rs 5,37,841.73
crore.

Adani Enterprises' valu-
ation advanced Rs 1,271.1
crore to Rs 4,58,263.35
crore.

However, the market val-
uation of Reliance
Industries tanked Rs
22,866.5 crore to Rs
17,57,339.72 crore and that
of Hindustan Unilever de-
clined by Rs 4,757.92 crore
to Rs 5,83,462.25 crore.

Eight of top-10 firms add 
Rs 42,173 cr in m-cap; ICICI
Bank, Infy biggest gainers

Samantha on
‘Yashoda’ 

success: I am
on cloud nine

O
verwhelmed by the success of her
latest release 'Yashoda', actress
Samantha Ruth Prabhu penned a

thank you note and said that she is on
cloud nine over the love pouring in for
her film. Samantha took to Twitter to

thank that audience for the support.
She wrote: "Dear audience, Your appreci-

ation, and love for Yashoda is the greatest gift
and support that I could have ever asked for. I
am overwhelmed with joy and gratitude.
Hearing your whistles and seeing the cele-
brations at the theatres is proof that all the
hard work that the entire team of Yashoda
put in was all worth it!" "I am on cloud
nine. And I want to take this opportunity
to thank everyone, who were involved
with the making of Yashoda. I would
like to especially thank the producer,
Krishna Prasad gaaru, for trusting me
with this project." The actress also ex-
pressed her gratitude to the film's di-
rector and co-stars. She wrote: "And
I am also grateful to the directors,
Hari and Harish, with whom it has
been an absolute pleasure to work.
To my dearest co-actors
Varalaxmi Sarathkumar gaaru,
Unni Mukundan gaaru, and to

rest of the amazing cast, it was
wonderful collaborating and working

with you as well. Humbled and ever grate-
ful. With love, Samantha." 'Yashoda' released on
November 11. It features Samantha as a surrogate
mother, who becomes a victim of a deep-routed
medical scam.

ACROSS

1. Chances

5. Snatch

9. Suez or Erie

14. Actor Richard ____

15. Talk wildly

16. Expiate

17. Cleaned (clothes)

19. Endures

20. Shade source (2 wds.)

21. Free-for-alls

22. Land measure

24. Wind direction (abbr.)

25. Invent

29. Competed

31. Venomous viper

34. Bound

35. Peach variety

37. Painter's stand

39. Unrefined metal

40. Moves upward

41. ____ Graham Bell

43. Toast spread

44. Kitchen and parlor (abbr.)

45. Pitch

46. Fall flowers

48. Clique

49. Diplomacy

51. Gasoline rating

54. Country near Greenland

59. Work hard

60. Housewife

62. Shoestrings

63. Small bills

64. Roosevelt coin

65. Smells

66. Apollo and Zeus

67. Winter flakes

DOWN

1. Gawk

2. Bargain

3. Percussion instrument

4. Posted

5. Athens' country

6. More unusual

7. Park or Madison (abbr.)

8. Sleeping place

9. Chart of days

10. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)

11. Snout

12. Penny ____

13. Not as much

18. Mild expletive

21. Athletic event

23. Asian mountain

25. Cloudless

26. Kingdom

27. Soothes

28. Summit

30. Froster

31. Theater walkway

32. Look of contempt

33. Mexican coins

35. Indicates assent

36. Ruckus

38. Tardiness

42. Memo

46. Admittance

47. Plant stalk

48. Screen ____

50. Pointed a gun

51. Norwegian port

52. Dressed

53. Folded tortilla dish

55. Young boys

56. Similar

57. "Finding ____"

58. Attracted

60. Swine

61. Lennon's Yoko ____

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  21,  2022

C R O S S WO R D 485

SOLUTION 484

I
ndian actor Karthik
Sivakumar, profession-
ally known as Karthi,

is a name that needs no in-
troduction. The actor, who
was most recently seen in
the Mani Ratnam mag-
num opus 'Ponniyin
Selvan: Part 1', considers
the director his mentor
and was ready to take up
any role in the film - even
of a horse - because he did-
n't want to miss his chance
of working with the direc-
tor,known for films like
'Roja', 'Bombay', 'Guru' and
'Yuva' among several oth-
ers. Sharing his thoughts
on 'Ponniyin Selvan: Part
1' and how he was cast, he
said: "'Ponniyan Selvan',
the name itself has a huge
identity for the Tamil
Diaspora. People have
owned this novel (the film
is based on the bestselling
novel of the same name by
author Kalki) and resonat-
ed with its characters. The
particular book has been
relevant for a long time, is

still having massive fan-
dom and is a best seller
with exhibitions every
year." Continuing further,
he said: "Great filmmakers
have aspired to make it
into a movie and it has
been elusive. Finally, Mani
Ratnam completed the
task. I received a phone
call saying that Mani sir
would like to meet me and
that he wants me to play a
part in this movie. I
walked into his office
which is when he offered
me the role of
Vandiyathevan. Who
would say no to that!? I was
ready to even play a horse
in the film if Mani Sir
wanted me to do it. He is
my guru." The actor, speak-
ing with IMDb also spoke
about his blockbuster film
'Kaithi' as he said: "'Kaithi'
is definitely one of the im-
portant films in my career.
It came to me as a small
idea but the moment I lis-
tened to it, I knew it was a
big action film.

Karthi: I was ready to
even play a horse in ‘PS 1’

Shemaroo Umang is all
set to bring a thrilling

fantasy drama ‘Raazz
Mahal’ produced by
Rashmi Sharma. The pro-
mos of the show have al-
ready become the talk of
the town with their prom-
ising content. It’s recently
reported that the makers
have locked Himanshu
Soni as the lead actor.
Himanshu Soni has been
working in the industry
for more than a decade he
did his debut in 2011.
Himanshu has been roped
in by the creators of the
show to play the lead role
alongside Neha Harsora.
He will portray the all-im-
portant character of a
young and daring man,
Adhiraj. The story nar-
rates the tale of Dakini
who is on a quest for royal

blood to justify her im-
moral intentions. The
story also depicts good tri-
umphing over evil and will
recreate the magic of fairy
tales and love stories.

Nearing its Grand finale,
COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla

Jaa 10’ has been keeping its
viewers hooked and enter-
tained with its mind-blowing
and breathtaking acts.
Returning after a hiatus of 5
years, the show’s tenth sea-
son has been bigger and
grander than ever as it traces
the dancing journeys of
celebrities from different
walks of life. The evergreen
beauty and one of its
esteemed judges, Madhuri
Dixit Nene has been synony-
mous with the show across
several seasons. Giving off
fashion goals, the ethereal
diva makes a statement in
every episode. From stunning
classics to the choicest tradi-
tional attire, Madhuri’s glam-
ourous looks are lessons in
keeping it stylish. Playing

with colours and flattering sil-
houettes have been the con-
stant themes in her style file.
Here are a few gorgeous
fashion moments that
Madhuri aced on the dance
reality show:
1. Madhuri Dixit Nene looks

mesmerising in a metallic
black blouse with a printed
lehenga on the festive occa-
sion of Ganesh Chaturthi on
the sets of COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’
2. Madhuri Dixit Nene paints a
beautiful picture in a blue

lehenga and steals the show
on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa 10’
3. Madhuri Dixit Nene dons an
exquisite yellow floral tradi-
tional ensemble for one of the
episodes on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10'

4. Madhuri Dixit brings fes-
tive joy to COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’ in an embel-
lished beige jacket-styled
kurta and sharara.
5. The Dhak-Dhak girl
Madhuri Dixit looks fabulous
in her sheer dark green
sequined saree and makes
heads turn on COLORS’
‘Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10’
6. Madhuri Dixit Nene rocks
this ethnic look comprising of
a gorgeous ochre yellow
saree for one of the episodes
on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa 10’

Madhuri’s style diary on ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’ brings a dose of glam

Y
ukti Kapoor who
essays the role of
SI Karishma

Singh in Sony SAB’s
Maddam Sir, ex-
pressed, “There is not a
single day when we
don’t appreciate the
presence of Television
in our lives. Since
childhood and till now
Television is growing
its landscape and con-
necting the world to-
gether through its
ever-evolving content.
From the early days of
Mahabharat and
Ramayana, the indus-
try has come a long
way in showing pro-
gressive and relatable
content that suits the
viewer's choice. I’ve
been in the TV indus-
try for 12 years now
and it gives me im-
mense pleasure to be a
part of such a huge
and loving platform.
On the occasion of
World Television Day, I
want to thank all those
who make TV viewing
such a wonderful expe-
rience for us, each day.”
Gulki Joshi who plays
the role of SHO
Haseena Malik in Sony
SAB’s Maddam Sir,

said,“We have all
grown up using televi-
sion so much in our
early days that it has
become an integral
part of our lives. I re-
call racing home from
school to watch my
favourite cartoons and
television shows. It
was fascinating to see
how these actors por-
trayed various roles.
As a child, I dreamed of
pursuing various ca-
reers, which changed
every year, but later on,
the shows I watched
had a strong influence
on me to decide what
and where I wanted to
be- which is to join the
television industry.
Today, I am grateful to
be a part of this indus-
try, and I observe World
Television Day each
year to commemorate
my journey."

Maddam Sir’s
Chingari Gang lead
Rachanaa Parulkkar
said,"For me, televi-
sion is something I can
unwind with since it
helps me to relax after
a tiring day or some-
times watching con-
tent that helps me
grow as an actor.

Sony SAB artists share
their fond memories
from their TV days

B
ollywood actress
Kajol reunited
with her maiden

film 'Bekhudi' co-star
Kamal Sadanah after

three decades on the sets
of 'Salaam Venky'.

Director Revathy kept
Kamal's casting as a
mystery specially from

Kajol and surprised her
on the set of the film.

The film features a
huge ensemble of actors
including Vishal

Jethwa, Rajeev
Khandelwal, Prakash
Raj and Rahul Bose. The
trailer also revealed that
Aamir Khan plays an
important role in the
film.

Presented by
Connekkt Media and
produced by Suuraj
Sinngh, Shraddha
Agrawal, and Varsha
Kukreja under the ban-
ner BLIVE Productions
and RTAKE Studios,
'Salaam Venky' is direct-
ed by Revathy and is set
to release in cinemas on
December 9.

Kajol reunites
with her first 

co-star Kamal
Sadanah after 

30 years on
'Salaam 

Venky' set

Himanshu Soni bags a
lead role in ‘Raazz Mahal’

Malayalam star Dulquer
Salmaan, who essayed

the role of a serial killer
with a warped mind in the
psychological crime thriller
film 'Chup: Revenge of The
Artist', has called his role in
the film the most experi-
mental one for him till date.

The film has been direct-
ed by R. Balki, who is
known for his movies such
as 'Cheeni Kum', 'Paa',
'Shamitabh' and 'Pad Man'.
The film, which pays hom-
age to the late director
Guru Dutt's film 'Kaagaz Ke
Phool', which was severely
panned by the critics, tells
the story of an artist who
goes on a killing spree after
he gets continuously criti-
cised.

Talking about his charac-

ter, Dulquer Salmaan said:
"Stepping into the shoes of
the serial killer Danny has
been the most experimental
role till date.

Dulquer Salmaan calls his
‘Chup’ role the most

experimental one so far
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Doha, Nov 20 (AP): 

England will take on
less fancied Iran in their
FIFA World Cup 2022
opener at Khalifa
International Stadium on
Monday. This is the first
time that England and
Iran will be locking horns
in an international
match. While England's
pre-World Cup form has
been poor, Iran have lost
only 3 matches from their
previous 22 games.
Although England are ex-
pected to come out as the
winners of this contest, a
point for Iran from this
match will spice things up
in Group B.

Although the Euro 2020
finalists England are ex-
pected to go deep in the
tournament their form
leading into the World
Cup has been poor. The
Gareth Southgate-coached
side has been winless in
its five previous matches.
The team also suffered the
embarrassment of getting
relegated into the second
tier of the UEFA Nations
League after a 0-1 loss at
the hands of Italy in
September. The team has
only managed to net 4
goals in its last 5 games.

Iran are the 20th-ranked
team in FIFA's men's
rankings. The Asian side
are making their third
successive appearance in
the FIFA World Cup finals.
But the team has failed to
progress to go beyond the
group stages the last two
times.

Iran coach Carlos
Queiroz would be aiming
to create some upsets in
Group B as the team
would be eyeing to
progress into the round
of 16 this year. Although
Iran are the least fancied
side in Group B their
pre-tournament form
holds a lot of promise.

The team has lost just 3
matches in their last 22
contests. Iran were also
their group winner dur-
ing the qualifying cam-
paign for the Qatar

World Cup.
England's shaky de-

fence will be tested by
Iran who like to sit deep
and then launch a count-
er-attack in a jiffy.

Although England are
expected to come out as
the winners of this con-
test, a point for Iran from
this match will spice
things up in Group B.

Doha, Nov 20 (AP) :

The Netherlands is
looking to make two state-
ments in its opening
World Cup game on
Monday against a Senegal
team that has to quickly
get over the loss of star
forward Sadio Man.

The first is strictly
about soccer and estab-
lishing the team as a con-
tender for the title in
Qatar alongside the likes
of top-ranked Brazil, de-
fending champion France
and Argentina. The Dutch
have gained less attention
in the buildup to the tour-
nament after failing to
qualify for the World Cup
in Russia four years ago,
but arrive as one of the
top form teams in Europe.

"We have a great chance
of also becoming a world
champion," said Dutch
coach Louis van Gaal,
who is back for a third
spell in charge. "There are
few coaches who dare to
speak out like that, but I
say this."

The second statement
the Dutch want to make at
Al Thumama Stadium in
Doha centers around the
long-running criticism of
the World Cup host coun-
try's laws and human
rights record.

The Netherlands soccer
federation is the leader of
the "One Love" anti-dis-
crimination movement
and Dutch captain Virgil
van Dijk is expected to
wear an armband with a
multi-colored heart-
shaped logo in defiance of

a FIFA order to keep poli-
tics out of the World Cup.

The "One Love" arm-
bands are a criticism of
Qatar's laws criminalizing
homosexuality. The
England and Wales cap-
tains have said that they
will also ignore FIFA's di-
rective and wear them
when they open their
World Cup play on
Monday.

Among international
coaches, Van Gaal has
been one of the most out-
spoken critics of letting
the small but wealthy emi-
rate host the World Cup, a
decision which he has
called "ridiculous." He
toned down his criticism
this week in his first press
conference in Qatar but
still made it clear he
would have preferred the
tournament go to a differ-

ent country with more
soccer "experience."

The World Cup will like-
ly be the last major coach-
ing assignment for the 71-
year-old van Gaal, who an-
nounced this year he has
prostate cancer and has
been receiving radiation
treatment.

Netherlands has lost
three World Cup finals in
1974, 1978 and 2010 and al-
though there's a long road
ahead in Qatar, the Group
A game against African
champion Senegal is the
biggest early challenge
for the Dutch and a good
indicator of how far they
might go. Host nation
Qatar and Ecuador are
the other teams in Group
A.

Netherlands is on a 15-
match unbeaten run
under Van Gaal, who also

coached his country to
the semifinals at the 2014
World Cup in one of his
previous spells.

Striker Memphis Depay
said he has recovered
from a hamstring injury,
alleviating the most seri-
ous concern for Van Gaal,
who said he'll still likely
keep the Barcelona for-
ward on the bench
against Senegal.

Senegal coach Aliou
Ciss doesn't have that op-
tion for talisman Man ,
who was ruled out of the
World Cup on Thursday
with injury. Man , 30, un-
derwent surgery for the
right lower leg injury he
sustained in a league
game for Bayern Munich
two weeks ago, removing
Senegal's most potent at-
tacking threat and the
heart of the team.

FIFA WORLD CUP 2022

England Vs Iran: A spicy contest

England's forward Harry Kane takes part in a training session at the Al Wakrah SC Stadium in 
Al Wakrah, south of Doha, on November 20 on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football 
tournament Group B match between England and Iran.

England's squad has a couple of players who are dealing with injuries ahead of
the team's tournament opener. Defender Kyle Walker and midfielder James
Maddison have traveled to Qatar despite being injured. The two players are highly
likely to miss the match against Iran.

Iran's center-forward Sardar Azmoun had minor injury concerns but he is ex-
pected to be fit enough to have some game time under his belt against England.

Formation (3-4-3)
Pickford, Maguire, Dier, Stones, Shaw, Rice, Bellingham, Tripper, Sterling, Kane,

Saka

Formation (4-5-1)
Beyranvand, Moharrami, Pouraliganji, Hosseini, Mohammadi, Jahanbakhsh,

Noorollahi, Ezatolahi, Hajisafi, Amiri, Taremi

The match will kick off at 6:30 PM IST and will be beamed live on Sports18 and
Sports18 HD. Fans can also stream the action online on JioCinema’s official website.

Team News

England’s possible starting XI

Iran’s possible starting XI

Where to watch and match timing:

Dutch aim for World
Cup statements against

Man-less Senegal

Netherlands' players take part in a training session at Qatar University in Doha on November 20 on
the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match between Senegal and Netherlands.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 20 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav dis-
played his unmatched su-
periority in the shortest
format with a breathtak-
ing hundred as India out-
played New Zealand by 65
runs in the second T20
here on Sunday. Surya
struck a sensational 111
not out off 51 balls for his
second T20 century and
fired India to 191 for six.

Promoted to number
three, the 32-year-old toyed
with the bowlers to lift
India to a challenging total
after New Zealand put the
visitors in to bat.

He smashed boundaries
and sixes at will, his last 64
runs coming off just 18
balls. His entertaining in-
nings had 11 fours and
seven sixes and his strike
rate was an incredible
217.64. New Zealand
bowlers appeared clueless
as Surya kept strung to-
gether some extraordi-
nary shots.

The hosts kept losing
wickets in the run chase
and never looked in hunt.
In the end, New Zealand
were all out for 126 in 18.5
overs. With first game
being washed out, India
now lead the three match
series 1-0 with the final
game to be played on
Tuesday.

New Zealand were dealt
a setback at the start of
the chase when the dan-
gerous Finn Allen went for
an expansive drive off a
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
outswinger only to be
caught at third man.

Opener Devon Conway
(25 off 22) and skipper
Kane Williamson (61 off
52) stitched a 56-run stand
but could not find the big
hits that were needed to
keep up with the asking
rate.

Conway was caught at
deep backward square leg
while going for the sweep
against Washington
Sundar. The big hitting

Glenn Phillips had to do
something special to bring
New Zealand back in the
game. He made his inten-
tions clear with a crisp
slog sweep off Yuzvendra
Chahal that went all the
way but two ball later, the
same shot led to his down-
fall. With New Zealand
struggling to 89 for five in
the 14th over, the game
was as good as over.

It was a good comeback
game Yuzvendra Chahal
(2/26) who surprisingly
did not get a single game

in the recent World Cup.
Part time off-spinner
Deepak Hooda struck
thrice in the 19th over and
ended up with a four wick-
et haul. Skipper Hardik
Pandya did not bowl.

Earlier, India's experi-
ment to open with
Rishabh Pant did not work
as he fell after a sluggish
six off 13 balls. While
Surya was once again in a
league of his own, other
batters who showed intent
but could not go on were
opener Ishan Kishan (36

off 31) and number four
Shreyas Iyer (13 of 9).

India's powerplay ap-
proach was in focus before
the game but not much
was delivered on that
front, with the team reach-
ing 42 for one in six overs.
It might not look simple to
the naked eye but in his
own words, Surya kept it
"simple" and executed his
amazing range of strokes
as per the field place-
ments. If the spinners
pitched it full on off
stump, he was happy to
play the inside out shot
over cover and when the
faster bowlers targeted his
stumps on good length, he
helped the ball sail past
fine leg for a bunch of
sixes. In total, Surya col-
lected 11 fours and seven
sixes. He brought up his
second T20 century off 49
balls with an aerial drive
that went wide of sweeper
cover.

Surya went berserk in
the penultimate over
bowled by Lockie
Ferguson, hammering
four boundaries and a phe-
nomenal six over deep
point. The fast bowler had
clearly run out of ideas
with Surya on song.

The last five overs yield-
ed 72 runs. Tim Southee
bowled a brilliant 20th
over and stemmed the free
flow of runs by taking a
hat-trick. He dismissed
Washington Sundar,
Deepak Hooda and Hardik
Pandya on the trot. The
likes of Umran Malik,
Sanju Samson and
Shubman Gill did not get a
game on Sunday.

Supreme Surya gives India 1-0 series lead
India: 191/6 in 20

overs (Suryakumar
Yadav 111 not out; Tim
Southee 3/34).

New Zealand: 126 all
out in 18.5 overs (Kane
Williamson 61; Deepak
Hooda 4/10).

Brief Scores
New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India batter Cheteshwar
Pujara has been presented
with the prestigious
Arjuna award five years
after he was recommend-
ed for the honour. Pujara
could not attend the
awards ceremony back in
2017 due to his cricketing
commitments. On
Saturday, he finally got his
hands on the trophy at a
hand over ceremony here.
"Thankful to
@IndiaSports @BCCI and
@ianuragthakur to organ-
ise and handover the
Arjuna Award belatedly,

which I could not collect
the year it was awarded to

me due to my cricket com-
mitments. Honoured and

grateful," he tweeted after
getting the award from
Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur.

Pujara, who plays do-
mestic cricket for
Saurashtra, is in the na-
tional capital for the Vijay
Hazare Trophy.

He will be a part of
India A squad that will
tour Bangladesh ahead of
the two-Test series in the
neighbouring country
next month. A veteran of
96 Tests, Pujara had made
a comeback into the
Indian team following ex-
emplary performances in
county cricket.

Pujara finally gets his hands on Arjuna award

Cheteshwar Pujara has been presented with the prestigious
Arjuna award from Sports Minister Anurag Thakur.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 20 (PTI):

India's stand-in captain
Hardik Pandya under-
stands that batters will not
be successful every time
they are given the ball to
do the job but he wants to
see more batting all-
rounders in his side for
better bowling options.

After Suryakumar
Yadav slammed an unbeat-
en 51-ball 111, Deepak
Hooda used his off-breaks
to dismiss four batters,
contributing in team's
comprehensive 65-run win
over New Zealand in the
second T20I. Hooda is an
effective batter in the
lower middle order too.

"Can't get any better
than this. Everyone
chipped it but it was sure-
ly a special innings by
Surya. We would have
taken a score of 170-175,"
Pandya said during the
post-match presentation.

"Bowlers did well and it
was about being aggres-
sive in the mindset. It
doesn't mean taking a
wicket every ball, but
being aggressive with the
ball is important.

"The conditions were

very wet, so credit to the
bowlers. I have bowled a
lot, going forward I want to
see more bowling options.
Not always that this will
work but I want more bat-
ters to chip in with the
ball," he added. Former
players such as Anil
Kumble and Michael
Vaughan have pointed out
India's lack of bowling op-
tions after their exit from
the T20 World Cup, pitch-
ing for more batting all-
rounders. Pandya, who is
captaining the team in ab-
sence of Rohit Sharma,
said his job as a leader is to
provide the team the right
environment in the dress-
ing room. "I expect them to
be professional, which they
are. Give them the opportu-
nity to enjoy themselves.

I want more batters to
chip in with ball: Hardik

Turin, Nov 20 (AP):

Novak Djokovic kept his bid for
a record-equaling sixth ATP
Finals title alive by beating
Taylor Fritz of the United States
to reach the final of the presti-
gious season-ending tourna-
ment.
The Serb will face the third-
seeded Casper Ruud in
Sunday's final as he attempts to
win his first title at the event
since 2015 and match Roger
Federer's record. Djokovic, who
went unbeaten through the
group stage, beat Fritz 7-6 (5),
7-6 (6) in just under two hours
in Turin, securing the win on his

second match point. He has
now won all six of his encoun-
ters against the 25-year-old
Fritz. Djokovic had to recover
quickly from a grueling three-
hour win over Daniil Medvedev
in his final group match, which
had ended less than 24 hours
previously. "I had to fight to
survive," Djokovic said. "I didn't
feel very reactive today or very
comfortable. I knew coming
into today's match from yester-
day's grueling battle against
Medvedev I knew it would take
me some time to adjust and
find the dynamic movement I
need against Fritz, who is one
of the best servers on the tour.

Djokovic to face
Ruud in final as he

bids to match record
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Volunteers and actvists partcipate in ‘Heritage Walk’ to commemmorate World Heritage Week 2022, in Kolkata, Sunday.

HERITAGE WALK

Participants run during the Navy Half Marathon organised by Western Naval Command, in Mumbai, Sunday. 

HALF MARATHON
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New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

While the UN climate
summit in Egypt conclud-
ed with a landmark deci-
sion to establish a fund to
address loss and damage,
the outcome on other cru-
cial issues such as India’s
call for phasedown of all
fossil fuels reflected little
progress when compared
to the deal struck a year
ago in Scotland.

India termed COP27
“historic” for securing an
agreement on establishing
a fund to address loss and
damage due to climate
change-induced disasters,
saying “the world has
waited far too long for
this”. On the establish-

ment of a work program
on climate action in agri-
culture and food security,
Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav said the responsibil-
ities to reduce emissions
should not be shifted to
smallholder farmers. The
summit was scheduled to
conclude on Friday but
went into overtime as ne-
gotiators pushed for an
agreement on issues such
as including mitigation,
loss and damage (L&D)
fund and adaptation.

Loss and damage refers
to destruction caused by
climate change-induced
disasters. At one point in
time, the talks veered close
to a collapse but gained

momentum in the final
hours after progress on a
new finance facility to ad-
dress loss and damage, a
long-pending demand of
poor and developing coun-
tries, including India, and
the key element at this
year’s UN climate summit.

The success of the talks
hinged on progress on this
track. Developed nations,
particularly the US, had
opposed this new fund
over fears that it would
hold them legally liable for
massive damages caused
by climate change.

The proposal for a loss
and damage finance facili-
ty was put forward by the
G77 and China (India is
part of this group), least

developed countries and
small island states.
Vulnerable countries had
said that they would not
leave COP27 without it.

The hope at COP27 was
to include a “phasedown of
all fossil fuels, including
oil and gas, as proposed by
India and backed by many
developed and developing
countries including the
EU and the US, but the
final agreement did not es-
sentially build on what
was agreed upon in
COP26. A number of par-
ties rued the agreement
leaving out the call for
peaking of emissions be-
fore 2025 and the weaken-
ing of language on the
transition to green energy.

COP27 ends with historic
compensation fund

Little progress on other issues

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

A week since the arrest
of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, police have
been scouring for evidence
to nail him in court for the
murder of Shradha
Walkar but it remains a
challenge as the crime was
detected after nearly six
months. Circumstantial
evidence and forensic ex-
amination hold the key in
such cases, according to
experts here.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in part-
ner Walkar, 27, and sawed
her body into 35 pieces
which he kept in a 300-litre
fridge for almost three
weeks at his house in
Mehrauli before dumping
them across the city over
several days past mid-
night. Noting that it is a
six-month-old murder, for-
mer Delhi Police commis-

sioner S N Shrivastava
said the scene of crime
has been cleaned up and
police are basically de-
pending on the confession
of the accused, who seems
to be a “clever” person.

“It is going to be a very
difficult case and will re-
quire the help of all or-
gans of the criminal jus-
tice system to nail him
down. Police will get what
it can, but the court will
also have to understand
the situation and act ac-
cordingly,” he told PTI.

The police have so far re-
covered 13 body parts,
which are mostly skeletal
remains, but the weapon
used to chop her body is
yet to be recovered, even
as searches continue in
the forest areas of
Mehrauli and other parts
of Delhi, and Gurugram.

Shrivastava said since
Poonawala did a lot of re-

search on how to kill, dis-
pose body and destroy evi-
dence, it is possible he had
also researched on how to
“fool” the police.

On November 17, a
Delhi court granted per-
mission to the police to
conduct a nacro analysis
test on Poonawala. The
test will be conducted at
Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital here in Rohini,
most likely on Monday as
Poonawala’s five-day po-
lice custody ends the next
day. Officers are of the
view that it even though it
will not be admissible in
court, the test could lead to
some crucial evidence to
firm up the case in court.

Another retired Delhi
Police chief, who request-
ed not to be named, said,
“On the basis of the narco
analysis test, if the police
recovered something, it is
relevant. Confession is not

admissible, but it is an aid
to the investigator.”

Stressing that circum-
stantial evidence will play
a crucial role in establish-
ing the guilt of the ac-
cused, a serving Delhi
Police officer said since
the accused and Shradha
were in a live-in relation-
ship, the case would be
strengthened by forensic
evidence and DNA sam-
ples of the recovered body
parts.

“Even if the DNA of one
of those parts matches
with that of her kin, it will
be enough to prove his
guilt. The police are con-
ducting searches and he is
being taken along, so those
things will also be used in
court. The fact that he
gave different versions to
different people about
Shraddha will also go
against him,” the officer
said. Shrivastava said the

case would be a test for the
forensics department be-
cause a lot depends on it.

“The best-possible help
of forensic science needs
to be taken in this case,
and if the accused gets off
scot-free, that will be the
failure of the criminal jus-
tice system of which the
police, courts and foren-
sics all are part of,” he
said. Another retired offi-
cer, who was involved in
infamous Tandoor murder
case investigation, said it
was going to be difficult
for the police to prove
guilt.

“It is only his version
the police are going by.
Despite the meticulous
cleaning he might have
done in the crime scene,
there are chances that
dried blood might be found
from the rubber lining of
the fridge which could nail
his guilt.

Circumstantial evidence, forensic exam vital
In Mehrauli murder investigation

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s daughter Isha
and son-in-law Anand
Piramal have been
blessed with twins - a
boy and a girl, the family
said on Sunday.

They have been named
Aadiya and Krishna.

“We are delighted to
share that our children
Isha and Anand have
been blessed by the
Almighty with twins on
19th November 2022,”
the media statement
from the family said.

While the statement
did not say where the
children were born,
sources said the delivery
took place in the US.

The statement also re-
vealed that they have
been blessed with a baby

boy and a baby girl,
“Isha and the babies,
baby girl Aadiya and
baby boy Krishna are
doing well,” it added.

Ambani has three chil-
dren - twins Akash and
Isha (31 years old) and
son Anant (27 years).
Isha got married to
Piramal Group’s Ajay
and Swati Piramal’s son
Anand on December 12,
2018.

Both have been long-
time childhood friends
and the families too
share a strong bond.

Akash married his
childhood friend Shloka
Mehta, daughter of dia-
mantaire Russell Mehta
and Mona Mehta. The
couple was in December
last year blessed with a
son, Prithvi Akash
Ambani. Anant is ru-

moured to soon get mar-
ried to Radhika
Merchant, daughter of
Viren Merchant, the
CEO of Encore
Healthcare.

Ambani has got all his
three children involved
with his oil-to-telecom-
to-retail conglomerate.
While Akash looks after
the telecom business,
Isha is involved with the
retail venture. Anant is
looking after the new en-
ergy vertical.

Both Isha and Anand
are Ivy League passouts.
While Isha graduated
from Stanford
University, Anand went
to Harvard to do his
MBA. Anand is also the
Executive Director of
the Piramal Group, a
global business conglom-
erate.

Mukesh Ambani’s 
daughter blessed with twins

Surat, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Diamond workers of
Surat could make a differ-
ence to the election out-
come in at least half a
dozen seats of Gujarat
where they have a numeri-
cally significant presence,
political experts say.

There are around 15
lakh diamond workers in
Gujarat, including nearly
seven lakh employed in
units in Surat, which is
the largest hub of cutting
and polishing of these pre-
cious stones.

The remaining workers
are employed in units lo-
cated in Bhavnagar,
Rajkot, Amreli, Junagadh
and a few other northern
districts of the state, as
per industry sources.

Representatives of the
diamond workers in Surat
have already appealed to

the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the op-
position Congress and the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to raise their
concerns about the Rs 200
professional tax being col-
lected from them by the
local civic body and de-

mand for the implementa-
tion of labour laws in the
diamond industry.

These voters played an
important role in helping
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP win 27 out of the total
120 seats in the Surat
Municipal Corporation

elections in 2021, and
could impact the party’s
prospects in the Gujarat
Assembly elections to be
held on December 1 and 5,
experts say.

Nearly seven lakh work-
ers, also known as ‘ratna
kalakars,’ are engaged in

cutting and polishing
rough diamonds in Surat
city, with majority of them
sharing a common connec-
tion as they hail from the
state’s Saurashtra region
and belong to the Patidar
community, political ana-
lyst Dilip Gohil told PTI.

Even workers belonging
to non-Patidar communi-
ties from Saurashtra are
settled in Surat and share
a common bond with
them, he said.

“They know each other
well and are interconnect-
ed...It is easy for the dia-
mond workers to mobilise
support for a particular
political party. Owners of
the diamond cutting and
polishing units, who have
traditionally supported
the BJP, also influence the
decision of their workers
about which party to sup-
port,” Gohil said.

POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Surat diamond workers may impact poll outcome in Gujarat

Buldhana , Nov 20 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday ac-
cused the Narendra
Modi-led central govern-
ment of weakening laws
framed by the United
Progressive Alliance
(UPA) to empower trib-
als, and said his party
will strengthen them fur-
ther after coming to
power again.

Addressing the
Adivasi Mahila Workers’
Sammelan at Jalgaon-
Jamod in Maharashtra’s
Buldhana district,
Gandhi said tribals are
the “first owners” of the
country and have equal
rights like other citizens.

The Modi government
was weakening laws like
the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act, Forest Rights
Act, Land Rights,
Panchayat Raj Act and

the reservation for
women in local bodies,
Gandhi said.

He said PM Modi calls
tribals as ‘vanvasis’.
There are different

meanings of the words
‘adivasi’ and ‘vanvasi’,
he said.

“Vanvasi means you
can live only in jungles,
not in cities, you can’t
become doctor and engi-
neer and can’t travel by
plane,” he said.

Gandhi alleged that
the PM wanted to take
away the tribal land and
give to his industrialist
friends.

‘’When we come to
power, we will strength-
en these laws and frame
new legislations for your
welfare,’’ he said.

Gandhi said his grand-
mother (former prime
minister) Indira Gandhi
would say adivasis were
the first owners of the
country.

‘’You will not under-
stand the country if you
don’t understand the cul-
ture and history of trib-
als,’’ he said.

‘Modi govt weakening laws framed by UPA to empower tribals’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with a young supporter during
the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Buldhana district, Sunday.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

If Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel could unite India
after 1947, the credit really
goes to Shankaracharya,
the son of Kerala, who
made the people aware of
their cultural and spiritu-
al unity more than 1,000
years ago, according to
Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan.

Khan, who is at logger-
heads with the Left
Democratic Front-led gov-
ernment in the state over
various issues, including
the appointment of Vice
Chancellors at various
universities, also said that
Kerala is very friendly to
the “seekers of knowl-
edge”.

In an interview with PTI
here, he said that although
India has cultural and
spiritual unity, the coun-
try for a long period of

time was politically frag-
mented.

“Political unity, national
unity is a recent phenome-
non and for millions of
years, we were politically
fragmented...,” he said.

Talking about Kerala,
Khan, who hails from
Uttar Pradesh, said that
Kerala has a great tradi-
tion and is one of the best
states in India. “It is the so-
ciety to which we should

give the credit. The Kerala
society, people are to be
given the credit. It is peo-
ple like Sree Narayana
Guru.

Kerala had a very op-
pressive feudal system to
the extent that a large
number of women were
not even allowed to wear
their upper garments...
Whenever there is a crisis
moment, some great noble
soul emerges on the scene.

“... if Sardar Patel could
unite India after 1947 and
we could become the
largest democracy and we
could become one nation,
the credit really goes to the
son of Kerala,
Sankaracharya, who more
than 1,000 years back,
made people of India
aware about their cultural
and spiritual unity... I am
not saying to you for the
first time,” the Governor
said.

‘If Sardar Patel could unite India,
the credit goes to Shankaracharya’

Arif Mohammed Khan



Training 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Apex child
rights body NCPCR on
Sunday launched a train-
ing module for Child
Welfare Committees to
enhance knowledge and
improve skills of its mem-
bers in delivering effective
and timely service for pro-
tection and rehabilitation
of children. The National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights also
launched the 'GHAR - GO
Home and Re-Unite'
(Portal for Restoration and
Repatriation of Child)
which addresses the
amended roles of CWCs
and District Child
Protection Officer (DCPOs)
for children in need of care
and protection.

Seized 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
recovered heroin worth
crores in Baramulla dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said
Sunday. During a routine
check at AD Post in
Hathlanga area of Uri,
security forces intercept-
ed a suspicious looking
man who tried to flee
when they tried to
approach him, a police
spokesperson said.

Escape 
KKoohhiimmaa:: At least nine
inmates of Mon district jail
in Nagaland have escaped
from prison, and a mas-
sive search operation is
underway to trace them,
police said on Sunday. The
prisoners include under-
trial inmates and murder
convicts, a police officer
said, adding, they man-
aged to flee in the early
hours of Saturday after
somehow getting hold of
their cell keys.

Condole
KKoollkkaattaa:: The All India
Football Federation on
Sunday condoled the
demise of former India
captain Babu Mani and
said his exploits will con-
tinue to inspire young
footballers in the country.
Babu Mani breathed his
last here on Saturday. 

IEDs  detected
RRaanncchhii:: Security forces
engaged in anti-Naxal oper-
ation detected 120
Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs) planted by
Maoists in Jharkhand's
Latehar district, police said.
The security forces detect-
ed the IEDs planted by the
Maoists to target them in
Budapahad area of Latehar
district, which was earlier a
den of the Maoists, on
Friday, the police said.

Arrested
JJaaiippuurr:: A suspected
shooter involved in the
murder of a Dera Sacha
Sauda follower was
arrested following a brief
encounter in a joint oper-
ation by Punjab and
Rajasthan police in
Ramnagaria area of
Jaipur, officials said on
Sunday. 

WORLD CUP FEVER

A boy balances a football on his head in the backdrop of a wall decorated in support
of Brazialian team for the upcoming FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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BRIEF

BJP leader & MLA Padma
Hazarika along with an artist
performs ahead of the birth

anniversary of Lachit Borphukan,
in Tezpur, Sunday.

Udhagamandalam , Nov 20 (PTI):

A 40-year-old man is
being questioned here in
connection with the au-
torickshaw blast in
Karnataka's Mangaluru as
the mobile SIM card used
by the accused was al-
legedly bought using his
Aadhar card, police said
on Sunday.

Based on information,
police rushed to
Kundasappai village and
questioned Surendran
about the incident, where
the accused got the SIM
card through his Aadhar
card, they said. Police had
claimed that the SIM card
used by the accused was
bought by submitting a
fake Aadhar card which
led police to Surendran.
Interrogation is underway

to ascertain whether
Surendran had helped the
accused to buy the SIM

card or the accused used
the number without his
knowledge, they added.

Surendran is being
taken to Coimbatore for
further interrogation.

An explosion in a mov-
ing autorickshaw, near a
police station, left the pas-

senger and the driver in-
jured in Mangaluru on
Saturday evening. Both
have been admitted to hos-
pital. According to
sources, a cooker fitted
with detonator, wires and
batteries were used to trig-
ger the blast.

Raipur, Nov 20: 

Mahatma Gandhi be-
lieved India became "polit-
ically free" on August 15,
1947, and wanted Congress
to work for attaining so-
cial, economic, and moral
freedom instead of work-
ing as a political party, sen-
ior BJP leader Ram
Madhav said on Sunday.

Speaking at the litfest
'Sahitya Parab 2022' in
Raipur, he also claimed
since Congress leaders
had stopped paying heed
to Gandhiji, this sugges-
tion was not acceptable to
them.

In a veiled dig at Rahul
Gandhi, he said Mahatma
Gandhi's wish to dissolve
Congress seems to be ful-
filled by another Gandhi.

"When India got free-
dom on August 15, 1947,

everyone called it 'azadi'
and 'swatantratra'
(Independence). But
Mahatma Gandhi was the
only person who denied
saying this and said India
became politically inde-
pendent," Madhav said.

Three days before
Mahatma Gandhi's death
(he was assassinated on

January 30, 1948), he dic-
tated a proposal that he
wanted to get passed in the
next convention of the
Indian National Congress.
However, that convention
was not held as Gandhiji
was assassinated, Madhav
said. "In that proposal,
Gandhiji had written
India has attained only po-
litical freedom but social,
economic and moral free-
dom are yet to be achieved
in the Indian society," he
said. Madhav said
Gandhiji had suggested
launching another move-
ment (to attain social, eco-
nomic and moral freedom)
and keep it out of the
purview of politics, and
therefore, Congress had to
quit as a political party.

"Congress leaders had
stopped paying heed to
Gandhi ji and therefore

this suggestion was not ac-
cepted by them.
(Mahatma) Gandhi ji's
wish to dissolve Congress
seems to be fulfilled by an-
other Gandhi," he said.

Speaking as the chief
guest, Madhav hailed the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's ambitious 'Ram
Van Gaman Path' (the
route taken by Lord Ram
on his way to the 14-year
exile) project.

Without taking names,
Madhav said the exile of
Lord Ram was an example
of political sacrifice but in
Chhattisgarh, "he is not
ready to quit". Madhav
said he had seen big hoard-
ings of 'Ram Van Gaman
Path' renovation work in
Raipur which is good as
the country's heritage
needs to be protected and
rejuvenated.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

President Droupadi Murmu
underwent cataract surgery in
her right eye at the Army
Hospital (Referral and Research)
here on Sunday, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said in a communique.
The surgery was successful and
she has been discharged from
the hospital, it said. Murmu, 64,
had undergone cataract surgery
in her left eye at the Army
Hospital on October 16. "The
President of India, Smt Droupadi
Murmu underwent cataract sur-
gery of her right eye today
morning (November 20, 2022) at
the Army Hospital (Referral &
Research), New Delhi. Surgery
was successful and she has
been discharged from the hospi-
tal," the Rashtrapati Bhavan
said. Murmu was sworn in as
the 15th President of India on
July 25.

Kolkata, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Several iconic structures
and buildings, including
Bidhan Sabha Bhavan and
Howrah Bridge, in Kolkata
were illuminated in blue
on Sunday on the occasion
of World Children's Day.

West Bengal assembly
building, Kolkata Press
Club and Birla Industrial
and Technological
Museum are among the
structures lit up in blue to
convey solidarity on the
issue of child rights,
UNICEF said in a press
statement. November 20 is
celebrated as World
Children's Day every year.

Places of worship like
Shiv Mandir at Taratala,
Masjid Un Noor at Park
Circus, Basanti Church,

Gurdwara Sant Kutiya at
Bhawanipur, Japanese
Buddhist Temple at
Dhakuria and Pareshnath
Swetambar Jain Temple at
Manicktala were also illu-
minated with blue light to
develop awareness about
the rights of children
among the believers of
multiple faiths. "To send
out a message to the whole
world to uphold the rights
of children and create a
better world for them, these
iconic structures have been
illuminated so to build
awareness among people
for creating a world full of
peace, opportunity, safety,
equality, inclusiveness and
happiness for every child,"
said Mohammad
Mohiuddin, Chief of
UNICEF in West Bengal.

Botad (Guj), Nov 20 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the BJP has com-
pelled all other parties in
the country to talk about
development as the main
issue during elections.

Addressing a poll rally
in Botad town in
Saurashtra region of poll-
bound Gujarat, the prime
minister appealed to vot-
ers to reject those who al-
ways defame the state.

"Earlier, allegations
about scams used to be the
main issue during elec-
tions. But, after BJP's rise
in Gujarat, the main issue
has become development
instead of scams. We com-
pelled all other political
parties in the country to
talk about development
during polls," he said.

On the occasion, the

prime minister promised
youths that the entire belt
covering Botad, Dholera
and Bhavnagar will soon
become Gujarat's "most
happening industrial belt
where even aeroplanes
will be manufactured".

He said the upcoming
Assembly elections, sched-
uled to be held in two phas-
es on December 1 and 5,
will decide Gujarat's path
for the next 25 years and
not for just five years.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Seeking justice for over
four years, the family of
the eight-year-old Kathua
rape-murder victim is ea-
gerly waiting for the start
of the trial against
Shubam Sangra, who will
be treated as an adult fol-
lowing a Supreme Court
order.

The lawyer for the vic-
tim's family, Mubeen
Farooqi, told PTI from
Malerkotla in Punjab that
the trial should take place
in Punjab as was done for
the other accused and not
anywhere else. If needed,
they will approach the
Supreme Court again to
get clarity on this issue, he
said.

"We can't have two ap-
pellate courts for the same
case," the lawyer said.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held Sangra, a
key accused in the sensa-
tional gangrape and mur-
der of the girl from a no-
madic community in
Kathua in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2018, was not a
minor at the time of the of-

fence and ordered his trial
as an adult.

The top court also ob-
served that a casual or cav-
alier approach by courts
in such cases cannot be
permitted.

A bench of justices Ajay
Rastogi and J B Pardiwala
said though there was a
"clear and unambiguous
case in favour of the ac-
cused person's juvenility
on the basis of his birth
certificate and school
records, he cannot take
shelter under such docu-
ments when a heinous
crime has been commit-
ted".

It also chastised the
CJM and the high court
over their "casual and cav-
alier" approach while de-
ciding the accused was a
juvenile when the crime
was committed.

Ahmedabad, Nov 20 (PTI):

The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in
Gujarat on Sunday sus-
pended seven party lead-
ers, including two former
MLAs, for filing nomina-
tions as independent can-
didates for the upcoming
state Assembly elections
after they were denied
tickets.

The seven candidates
are contesting from the
seats that will go to polls
in the first phase of the
elections scheduled to be

held on December 1. The
party suspended former
MLAs Arvind Ladani,
who had won from Keshod
constituency in 2012, and
Harshad Vasava from the
Scheduled Tribe-reserved
seat of Nandod, after they
filed their nominations as
independents from these
seats.

The BJP has fielded Dr
Darshana Deshmukh
from Nandod and
Devabhai Malam from
Keshod.

The saffron party also
suspended Chhatarsinh
Gunjariya, a district pan-
chayat member from
Surendranagar, after he

filed his nomination as an
independent from
Dhrangadhra seat.

Other suspended lead-
ers include Ketan Patel,
Bharat Chavda, Uday
Shah and Karan Baraiya,
who have filed their nomi-
nations as independents
from Pardi, Rajkot,
Veraval and Rajula seats
respectively.

The BJP, in a release,
said, "These leaders have
filed their nominations as
independent candidates
against the candidates de-
clared by the party. They
are being suspended on
the direction of the state
BJP president C R Paatil."

Bengaluru, Nov 20 (PTI):

The Indian Space Research

Organisation will launch PSLV-

C54/ EOS-06 mission with

Oceansat-3 and eight nano satel-

lites, including one from Bhutan,

on board from Sriharikota space-

port on November 26. The launch

is scheduled at 11.56 am (rpt

11.56 am) on Saturday, said the

national space agency headquar-

tered here. Asked about the pas-

sengers aboard the rocket, a sen-

ior ISRO official told PTI on

Sunday: "EOS-06 (Oceansat-3)

plus eight nano satellites

(BhutanSat, 'Anand' from Pixxel,

Thybolt two numbers from Dhruva

Space, and Astrocast - four num-

bers from Spaceflight USA).

K’TAKA AUTORICKSHAW EXPLOSION

TN cops quizzes 1 for
links with accused 

A cooker fitted with detonator,
wires and batteries found 

during the investigation after an
explosion in an auto-rickshaw in

Mangaluru, Sunday.

The explosion in a moving autorickshaw in
Mangaluru was an 'act of terror,' Karnataka Director
General of Police, Praveen Sood said on Sunday. In a
tweet, the DGP said, "It's confirmed now. The blast
is not accidental but an ACT OF TERROR with inten-
tion to cause serious damage. Karnataka State
Police is probing deep into it along with central
agencies." The blast occurred on Saturday evening
inside an autorickshaw, near a police station, leaving
the passenger and the driver injured. Both have been
admitted to the hospital. State Home Minister Araga Jnanendra said
those injured in the blast were being provided good treatment. They
are not in a position to speak. "The information we received shows
that there is a deep conspiracy behind the incident. 

‘Explosion an act of terror’

DGP Sood

WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY

Howrah Bridge among iconic
buildings illuminated in blue

After SC order, Kathua victim’s family
awaits trial of accused 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held Sangra, a
key accused in the sensa-
tional gangrape and murder
of the girl from a nomadic
community in Kathua in
Jammu and Kashmir in
2018, was not a minor at the
time of the offence and
ordered his trial as an adult.
The top court also observed
that a casual or cavalier
approach by courts in such
cases cannot be permitted.

What SC order says......

‘Gandhi wanted to dissolve Cong after 1947’

Ram Madhav

Prez Murmu
undergoes

cataract surgery

‘BJP forced other parties in country
to talk about development’

PM Modi speaks during a public
meeting ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, Sunday.

Guj BJP suspends 7 rebels
for filing nominations

̈ As independents after
being denied tickets

ISRO to launch 

PSLV-C54 on Nov 26 

̈ With Oceansat-3, 8
nano satellites

Mumbai, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Central Railway man-
aged to dismantle the
British-era Carnac bridge
between CSMT and Masjid
stations in Mumbai before
time on Sunday after oper-
ating a 27-hour traffic
block that was supposed to
end at 2am on Monday, of-
ficials said here.

The block on all subur-
ban and mainline tracks
as well the ones in the yard
between CSMT and
Byculla and CSMT and
Wadala was in place from
11pm on Saturday to 2am
on Monday. "However, the
first train departed from
CSMT for Thane at 3:50pm
on Sunday, passing the
Carnac Bridge disman-
tling site at 4pm. Harbour

line was restored by 7pm.
The work on seventh line
and yard are in progress
and will be completed be-
fore the scheduled plan,"
an official said. He said re-

moval of pathways in the
available corridor mar-
gins before the block day
and standby cranes helped
to complete the work be-
fore time.

British-era Carnac bridge dismantled

Workers dismantle British-era Carnac Bridge between
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) and Masjid Bunder
station on Central Line, in Mumbai, Sunday.

Jabalpur, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday
called upon the fami-
lies of Sangh volun-
teers to make maxi-
mum use of
'swadeshi' goods,
shun the western
family system and
have meals with peo-
ple from poorer strata
of the society at least
once a week.
He was addressing the family
members of the RSS volun-
teers of Mahakaushal region
here in Madhya Pradesh, a
participant told PTI over
phone after attending the
function. The event started
with the worship of a cow and
calf as well as a Tulsi plant at

M L Bai School ground in the
heart of Jabalpur city.
"He urged the families to sit
together at the table for a

meal at least once in
a week to strengthen
their bond. He asked
the audience to pur-
sue the old Indian
joint family values
and shun the western
family system," the
Sangh functionary
said.
"He asked the fami-

lies to invite sanitary workers
in their locality or any other
family from the lower strata of
the society to their place and
have a meal with them once in
a week. He asked the volun-
teers to become role models
by spreading goodness and
working towards dispelling the
caste system," he added.

BHAGWAT TO RSS VOLUNTEERS

‘Use swadeshi goods, have meals
with people from poorer strata’
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By M Rai

‘I’m alone in this world
so helpless ; the whole
world is full of wicked and
deceitful people; I’m weak;
I have no achievements; I
don’t deserve to be among
the people of fame; I lack
concentration and I will
never succeed in anything
in life etc,’ are some of the
feelings of a few graduates
of different streams and
branches, reflected in a dis-
cussion on the topic
Career And Stress In
Youths, recently.

Such an unbridled flow
of negative thoughts is in-
deed the fiercest enemy sit-
ting inside and posing as a
friend in several of the
youths of the country. Not
only this, it induces the
victim syndrome in the
youths, making them feel
that the whole world is
against them to make
them failure in life, it

keeps them in constant
and chronic stress that
leads to harm their im-
mune system. In due
course, unchecked nega-
tive thinking like this,
forms into a habit and re-
duces their natural ability
to think logically as it
forms a vicious circle feed-
ing on itself and makes it
difficult for them to con-
trol. So far as I feel, such
negative thoughts do
rarely originate from ex-
ternal causes like ill
health, physical weakness,
unexpected grief, being a
victim of some injustice
etc. etc. But to my under-
standing, such negative
thoughts are planted more
by the people who give
birth to these negative
thoughts and strengthen
the young minds, often
forcing them to believe
them to be true. It’s really,
unfortunate which need to
be controlled and managed

in the interest of the
youths’ bright career and
the nation as well. We also
know that whether it is
people or the pandemic,
they are still in the exter-
nal world yet, their ill ef-
fects can be avoided e asily
by three weapons like—
self restriction, self con-
trol and self discipline
which the so called youths
only can do by themselves.
Some tips mentioned
below can help to get rid of
this problem of negativity,
and be successful in life.
Despite being aware of
these dangers, these

thoughts cannot be fully
eliminated but they can be

distanced and managed.
Managing negative
thoughts is both an art and
a challenge and, can be

possible by applying the
following mechanism by
oneself;— do not let the
negative thoughts domi-
nate you, face them with
courage and determina-
tion that can drive the fear
away. Look within and you
will find a stream of calm-
ness fully protected from
the external forces and
world, Love your friends
and family and accept your
limitations, concentrate on
your duty honestly. Keep
away from negative people
because they spread their
gloomy and doomy ways of
analysis and thinking; al-
ways choose positive
thinking and feeling about
everything and everyone.
Develop interactions with
friends, close relations and

share your honest feelings
and, never avoid social
contact . Be highly selec-
tive about what you watch
on TV and your interac-
tion on social groups like
whats app, face book as
they are the worst carriers
of gloomy stories and ru-
mours, they breed negative
thinking and lead to disap-
pointment and depression
moods; engage yourself in
meditations, reading good
books, listening to sooth-
ing music etc.

Even in time of intolera-
ble situations, avoid enter-
taining negative thoughts
about anything or

anyone. Remember, posi-
tive thinking alone doesn’t
work, it works when your
brain exercises. So, you
need to repair your brain
otherwise you will spend
your time and life blaming
of having no resources,
blaming people, even your
parents or anybody else.

Manage the Dangers of Negative Thoughts

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

The marriage of Shri
Krishna and Rukmani
was the marriage of
Jivatma and
Parmatama. One who
surrenders to the
almighty, almighty
adopts him, said
Acharya Jugal Kishore
Dwivedi while narrating
the story of Shri
Krishna – Rukmani
Vivah at Nehru Nagar
Kalibari on Sunday.

Acharya Dwivedi said
that Rukmani was the
daughter of King
Bhishmak of Vidarbha
Rukmani was the incar-
nation of Goddess
Lakshmi. Bhishmak de-
sired that Rukmani
should marry Shri
Krishna but Rukmi
(Rukmani’s brother) was
in favour of her mar-
riage with Shishupal.
Rukmani sent a

Brahmin to Dwarka with
a message that she want-
ed to marry Shri
Krishna. She addressed
her letter saying “not the
world; the creator of the
world is beautiful”. She
wrote to Shri Krishna,
“his beauty & attributes
have fascinated her; she
did not want to marry a
lustful person”. She fur-
ther requested Shri
Krishna to abduct her
when she visits Parvati

t e m p l e .
Shri Krishna reached
Vidarbha overnight.

Meanwhile, Shishupal
along with Jarasandh
and other kings reached

there. When Rukmani
was returning from the
temple, she saw Krishna
and he soon swept her
into his chariot with
him. All of Jarasandha’s
forces quickly started
chasing them, but they
were repulsed by
Balarama and his army.
Rukmi chased after
Krishna and Rukmani.
He challenged Krishna
to a fight, but was easily
overpowered by the for-

mer. Rukmani begged
Krishna to spare her
brother’s life, and the
latter agreed. However,
he shaved Rukmi’s hair
and moustache as a
mark of punishment,
and let him go free.
Krishna and Rukmani
reached Dwaraka, where
they were welcomed
with great pomp and cer-
emony, followed by a
wedding. On November
21, Sudama Charitra,
Bhagwat Katha
Vishram, Purnahuti and
Bhandara will be held.
The uniqueness of this
Bhagwat week is that it
is being organised by an
all women organisation,
Astha Mandali. Pt
Bajrang Dwivedi, Pt
Paritosh Mishra, Pt
Parichay Mishra and
other volunteers are
making significant con-
tributions for making
the event successful.

Devotees shower flower petals during Krishna–Rukmani Vivah 

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2200::  The energetic
and motivated team of
Merchant Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has once again cre-
ated daily and shift records. A
new shift record of rolling 1043
tonnes (2160 pieces) of 32 mm
TMT was recorded by
Merchant Mill in night shift on
November 18, 2022 surpassing
the record of 1018 tonnes
(2100 pieces) set on November
16, 2022.

Similarly, on November 18,
2022, a new daily record of pro-
duction was also recorded by
Merchant Mill by rolling 2951
tonnes of 32 mm TMT. With

this the mill surpassed the
daily record of 2777 tonnes set
on November 02, 2022.

The higher management of
BSP congratulated the
Merchant Mill fraternity and its
leadership for creating new
records and consistently
excelling. Speaking on the
occasion, Ajay Bedi, Chief
General Manager (Merchant
Mill & Wire Rod Mill) credited
the excellent performance to
the motivated and energetic
team of Merchant Mill. He said
that every section from fur-
nace to finishing area is per-
forming commendably.

Energetic Merchant Mill
team yet again creates daily
and shift production record

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2200::  Police arrested
two ruffians on charges of sell-
ing the banned psychotropic
drugs to the addicts. Large
quantities of tablets, syrups
and capsules worth Rs 29764
were recovered from their pos-
session. While addressing
media persons here at Durg on
Sunday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they are
making sustained efforts to
curb the smuggling and illegal
trade of banned and scheduled
psychotropic drugs. In this
sequel, a special team of Durg
City Kotwali was constituted
under the guidance of ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and CSP
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker (IPS).
The team maintained vigil on
the activities of suspects and
criminal record holders as well
as activated its network of
informers. In this sequel,
Police received a tip off regard-
ing two drug peddlers. Durg
City Kotwali team led by

Inspector SN Singh swung into
action and the suspects were
rounded up near Tilik School in
Tamerpara. On searching,
police recovered 2355 tablets
of Alprazolam; 1020 tablets of
Nitrovat; 482 capsules of
Tramadol; 96 bottles of Likorx
Syrup and 31 bottles of Zorex
Syrup.  The accused identified
as Abhishek Kasar (35) son of
Laxminath Kasar a resident of

Tamerpara and Aman Kasar
(29) son of Laxminath Kasar a
resident of Tamerpara, Durg
were booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sections 22,
22 (l) of NDPS Act. Sub
Inspector Bhuneshwar Yadav,
Sub Inspector Devdas Bharti,
Constable Javed, Kishore,
Bharthari, Kamlesh and
Sanjeev Soni played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

Two arrested with banned
psychotropic drugs 

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

An MoU has been
signed between BSP &
Sulabh International for
operating and maintain-
ing a Resting facility
near Boria gate parking
on Pay and use basis.
Agreement was signed
by SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR) on behalf of
BSP and Ranjit Kumar
on behalf of M/s Sulabh
International in pres-
ence of Subrat Prahraj,
GM I/c Township &
Sanjay Kumar, GM
(Town Engineering).

This restroom facili-
ties will be used by the
drivers and helpers of
the heavy vehicle which
are moving in & out of
the Boria Gate. This rest-
ing facility is having
drinking, washing,
bathing & toilet facility.
As such this is one of the
unique facility that has

come in Bhilai Township
with latest standards in
terms of quality and am-
bience.

This resting facility
shall be available for use
to all 24x7. The facility is
now ready and will be
opened for public to use.
Security guards will be
available in all the three
shifts and its cleaning
will be done every few
hrs. The O&M (operation
and maintenance) of the
Resting facility with toi-
let block will be done by
M/s Sulabh
International on pay and
use basis. Rs 5/- will be
charged from the users
for toilet and bath facili-
ties, while urinals uses
and resting facility will
be available free of cost.

MoU has been done for
03 years. During this pe-
riod users will be provid-
ed clean and unhindered
access to the water clos-

et, bath and urinals. All
equipment’s/machinery,
cleaning chemicals, de-
tergents etc required for
cleaning the resting and
toilet facility and premis-
es will be brought by the
M/s Sulabh
International only. The
toilet complex will re-
main open 24x7. BSP will
not pay any charges to
M/s Sulabh

International for O&M.
Sulabh International

Social Service
Organisation, a non-prof-
it voluntary social organ-
isation founded in 1970 is
dedicated to Gandhian
ideology of emancipa-
tion of scavengers.
Sulabh has been working
for the removal of un-
touchability and social
discrimination against

scavengers. Sulabh is
noted for achieving suc-
cess in the field of cost-
effective sanitation, lib-
eration of scavengers,
social transformation of
society, prevention of en-
vironmental pollution
and development of non-
conventional sources of
energy. Construction and
maintenance of public
toilets at public places
and in slums on ‘pay &
use basis’ is a landmark
of Sulabh in the field of
sanitation. So far it has
constructed and is or
maintaining over 9000
such public toilets in
India and has construct-
ed 200 biogas plants all
over the country. Now
Sulabh toilets are seen in
all major public places
including 36 railway sta-
tions which are used by
approximately 20 million
people every day.

In its 50 years of public

service, Sulabh
International has
worked to achieve equi-
table sanitation and hy-
giene for all. It has been
in the forefront of
Government of India’s
flagship Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan (Clean India
Campaign) with a focus
on ending open defeca-
tion. It has built over 1.5
million household toilets
and has been awarded
the Gandhi Peace Prize
for 2016.

Earlier also BSP town-
ship had been construct-
ing Toilet Blocks in near-
by villages under its
CSR. More than 160 such
toilets have been con-
structed and handed-
over to gram panchayat.
Recently BSP has hand-
ed-over such four toilet
blocks in village Boys
toilet in school Village
Dhaurabhata/Mahakaka
la/Patora. Girls toilet in

school Village
Dhaurabhata/Mahakaka
la 4 Seater sulabh
shauchalaya for
Men’/Women At village
Selud/Dhaurabhata/Ma
hakakhurd.

On this occasion, SV
Nandanwar informed
that BSP is now mulling
the idea of giving O&M
of toilets in public build-
ing to M/s Sulabh
International. In first
phase 160 numbers of
such standalone toilets
inside plant has been
identified for handing
over to M/s Sulabh. This
will be of a great help to
the employees of BSP
and mainly contractual
workers working inside
plant. BSP is also under
the process of floating a
tender for constructing
ten toilet blocks inside
plant and ten toilet
blocks at various places
in Bhilai township.

MoU signed between BSP & Sulabh International
Man opens fire on

son-in-law
Bhilai, Nov 20: A man
tried to kill his son-in-law
at the Housing Board area
on Sunday. He opened fire
with a country-made pis-
tol on his son-in-law.
Fortunately, he escaped
unhurt. Police are trying
to search the missing at-
tacker and his son.

According to informa-
tion, the victim is
Balwinder Singh, a resi-
dent of Dhancha Bhavan.
About two years ago, he
married Sharad Jutsi’s
daughter against his con-
sent. Sharad was angry
due to this love marriage.
On Sunday, Balwinder and
his wife visited Sharad’s
residence to greet the fam-
ily on the birth of
Sharad’s grandson.
Sharad got angered and at-
tacked Lakhwinder with a
country-made pistol.
Balwainder escaped un-
hurt and reached the po-
lice station. Jamul Police
lodged a complaint and in-
vestigations are on.

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

On Sunday, the last rites
of Priyanka Singh were
performed in Bhilai. After
autopsy in Bilaspur, her
body was brought to her
residence in Sector 7 and
thereafter the mortal re-

mains were consigned to
flames at a Ramnagar
Muktidham. Her parents
and family members have
demanded a fast track trial
on this case and justice for
their daughter. A large
number of people attend-
ed the funeral.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Sector 7 resident
Priyanka Singh was stay-
ing in Bilaspur for the last
two years to prepare for
civil services exams. Her
body was found in a car on
Saturday at Kasturba
Nagar area of Bilaspur.

She was missing for the
last four days from her
hostel in Bilaspur after
which her brother had
lodged a police report. On
Saturday, her semi decom-
posed body was recovered
from a Santro car. Later,
police arrested one Ashish
Sahu, who later confessed
to have murdered
Priyanka over some
money dispute arising out
of share market invest-
ment. After killing her, he
wrapped the body with the
seat cover and dumped it
in his own car. The car re-
mained parked at Ashish’s
place for about four days.
When locals complained of
a foul smell emerging from
the car, police reached the
spot after which this
shocking incident was ex-
posed.

Priyanka’s parents demand justice;
mortal remains consigned to flames 

Bhilai, Nov 20: 

Durg Police conducted a
special combing operation
in Chhawani Sub Division
this weekend against the
absconding warrantees
and managed to trap 40 of
them. With this, Durg
Police executed 55 perma-
nent warrants in a single
day. Officers / personnel of
various police stations
were involved in this cam-
paign. Some of the arrest-
ed accused were wanted
in years-old warrants.

It needs to be mentioned
here that IGP (Durg
Range) had recently in-
structed all the gazetted of-
ficers of District Police to
make special efforts for ex-
ecution of pending war-
rants. Acting on the in-
structions, City
Superintendent of Police

(Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar (IPS) conducted
the special operation in
his sub division under the
guidance of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui. Teams of
various police stations led
by SHOs conducted the
drive and searched for the
absconding accused.
Under this campaign, a
total of 55 warrants were
executed with the arrest of
48 absconding accused.
The highest number of 27
arrests were made by
Chhawani Police Station.
Many other old pending
permanent warrants have
been executed under the
campaign. The special
campaign will continue
against warrantees in the
district.

Special combing operation 
executes 55 pending warrants 
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State govt will reserve land for second runway: CM

Raipur, Nov 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Sunday said that the
state government will re-
serve land for the second
runway to increase the
frequency of flights at
Raipur airport besides
making efforts to get per-
mission from the Center
in this regard. He asked
the officials concerned to
start the process for devel-
opment of Aerocity near
Raipur Airport.

He was chairing a re-

view meeting of the
works of the Urban
Administration and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Town and
Country Planning,
Housing and
Environment, and NRDA
at his residence office
here.

The Chief Minister
asked Town and Country
Planning officials to in-
crease the pace of the
work of regularization of
illegal constructions and
give wide publicity to it.
He said that the law has

been enforced to directly
benefit the public and it
must be ensured that the
maximum number of peo-
ple get its benefit. For reg-
ularization of illegal con-
struction, camps should
be organized at ward and
village level.

The Chief Minister in-
structed the Town and
Country Planning
Department to complete
the work of approval of
the layout and road struc-
ture of the colony within
the stipulated time frame.
He asked the officials con-

cerned to take strict ac-
tion against illegal colo-
nizers and FIR should be
registered. He also in-
structed them to complete
the construction work of
Seva Gram in Naya
Raipur within the time
limit.

Releasing Rs 147 crore
to the urban bodies for
road repair work, the
Chief Minister said that
the collectors will have
the right to choose the
agency for road repair
work. Giving strict in-
structions to repair the
bad roads of the cities im-
mediately, he said that the
collector and corporation
commissioner should per-
sonally inspect the road
construction works.

Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, Urban
Administration and
Development Department
Secretary Alarmelmangai
D., Chief Minister’s
Secretary Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi,
Dr. S. Bharathidasan and

Ankit Anand, Chief
Minister’s Deputy
Secretary Saumya
Chaurasia along with sen-
ior officers of the depart-
ments concerned were
present on the occasion.

Finance company manager allegedly embezzles 3.75 lakh
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  A manager of a
private finance company in
Amanaka here has allegedly
embezzled fund of Rs 3.75
lakh.He has been charged with
depositing the company
amount on his own account dur-
ing 19 months. On the basis of
report lodged by a company

worker, police have registered
offence under Section 408.

According to Amanaka Police
financial company Financial
Inclusion Limited runs its office
at Mahoba Bazar. Company
manager Sawan Yadav alleged-
ly misappropriated amount of
first installment received on the

investment and loans in the
company during the period
between January 11, 2021 and
August 27, 2022. Sawan
allegedly deposited the amount
of Rs3 lakh 74 thousand 750 on
his own account. Police started
search after registering the
offence.

‘BJP candidate accused in J’khand rape case’

Kanker, Nov 20: The rul-
ing Congress on Sunday
claimed Brahmanand
Netam, the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidate for
the Bhanupratappur by-
poll in Chhattisgarh on
December 5, is an accused
in a rape case in neigh-
bouring Jharkhand and
that he had not mentioned
its details in his election
affidavit.

Netam refuted the
charges and termed it as
the Congress’ “conspira-
cy” to malign his image.

In a press conference in
Bhanupratappur town
here, state Congress chief
Mohan Markam said his
party will complain to the
Election Commission
seeking cancellation of
Netam’s candidature for
allegedly furnishing false
details in his nomination
form for the by-poll.

On May 15, 2019,

Jharkhand police had
lodged a case at Telco po-
lice station in Jamshedpur

wherein a 15-year-old girl
was allegedly pushed into
the flesh trade and raped
by several persons,
Markam alleged.

The case was lodged
under sections 366 A, 376,
376 (3), 376 AB, 129B of the
IPC, sections 4 and 6 of

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and The

Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, he
claimed.

Initially, five people
were arrested in the case
and during investigation,
former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam, a na-
tive of Charama town in

Kanker district, and four
others were also named as
accused in it, he said.

Even the case charge
sheet bears the name of
Netam as accused, but he
concealed the details in
his election affidavit filed
as part of nomination for
the Bhanupratappur by-
poll, he claimed.

“By nominating him,
the BJP is apparently try-
ing to give a message it is
at the forefront in giving
protection to such crimi-
nals. If there is any moral-
ity left in the BJP, it should
withdraw its party symbol
from Netam. If it does not
do so, then the people of
Bhanupratappur will
teach a lesson to them,” he
added. “The Congress will
complain to Chhattisgarh

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and his Jharkhand
counterpart Hemant
Soren seeking arrest of
Netam. It will also com-
plain to the returning offi-
cer and office of Chief
Electoral Officer
Chhattisgarh demanding
cancellation of candida-

ture of Netam for alleged-
ly furnishing false details
in his election affidavit,”
Markam said.

NIT Raipur organises Nudge Summit 22
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur in collaboration with
UNICEF and Alliance for
Behavior Change co-hosted The
Chhattisgarh Nudge Summit ‘22,
organised on 20th to 21st
November 2022. The Chief Guest
for the event was TS Singh Deo,
Cabinet Minister, Government of
Chhattisgarh and Job Zachariah,
CFO UNICEF, Chhattisgarh and
Abhishek Singh, SBC Specialist,
UNICEF were the Guests of
Honour. Dr (Mrs) AB Soni,
Director, NIT Raipur also enlight-
ened the event with her pres-
ence and welcomed the  guests.
The event was conducted under
the guidance of Dr Govardhan
Bhatt, Faculty In-charge with the
aim of boosting behavioural sci-
ences in the state. 

Day one began with an inau-

gural session and welcome
address, followed by sessions on
‘Why Nudge Matters?’,
‘Learning from the Field’, and a
Plenary Session : Unfolding the
Development Communication
Ecosystem and Best Practices;
Team Structure, resources,
processes and integration of
tools, after which a Q&A session
took place. Various dignitaries
shared their experiences and
presented case studies. A
Technical Session : Technology
for Change; Harnessing the
power of new age tools to
nudge community, followed by
presentations on Social Media,
AI and Machine learning with
Q&A was held which was suc-
ceeded by a session on
Engaging youth of NIT for har-
nessing technology for social
good. 

IIM Raipur hosts ‘The Arthniti Talks’ 

Raipur, Nov 20: IIM
Raipur initiated ‘The
Arthniti Talks’, the open-
ing event of The
Economics & Public
Policy Student club of
IIM Raipur last on
Saturday. The theme of
the discussion was
‘Unfolding Indian
Economic Policies:
Implementation and
Evaluation’ in the pres-
ence of the Guests of
Honour, Prof. Rudra
Sensarma - Professor of
Economics, IIM

Kozhikode and Ashish
Desai - Development
scholar and professional.
The discussion was mod-
erated by Prof Rashmi
Shukla – Chairperson
Economics & Public
Policy Area, IIM Raipur,
shedding light on the
contemporary macroeco-
nomic policies of Indian
economy.

The Economics &
Public Policy Student
Club of IIM Raipur was
formed with the vision to
provide students with op-
portunities to discuss
and deepen their under-
standing of economic
and business issues,
preparing them for criti-
cal thinking and inde-
pendent analysis to lead

a life of responsibility
and leadership. In order
to fulfill this objective,
the club plans to hold sev-
eral events and activities
such as The Arthniti-
talk, their flagship event,
followed by NitiVichar,
Finding Chanakya,
ThinkTank to name a
few.

After a warm welcome
of the guests, Prof.
Rashmi Shukla com-
menced the discussion by
underlining the need to
have a practical view of
economics beyond its
theoretical aspects.
Followed by asking for
the views of the guests
on the performance of
the monetary policies in
India, she went ahead

with opening varied sub-
jects for the discussion
like the implications of
the Digital Currency,
Forex Market, the cur-
rent state of the Banking
sector, Financial
Inclusion, and the struc-

tural reforms necessary
for the growth of the
Indian economy.

Prof. Rudra Sensarma
shared his thoughts on
the same by sharing that
on the ground level world
is facing Polycrisis due to

the lingering effects of
COVID, supply-side
shortage, the war be-
tween Russia and
Ukraine, etc. He also en-
lightened the audience
with the concepts of un-
conventional monetary
policy with Bond pur-
chases, Operation Twist,
etc. along with its imple-
mentations by the
Reserve Bank of India,
and applauded the
Reserve Bank of India
for the same. He added
that traceability could be
an issue with Digital
Currency. He shared that
RBI will use appropriate
encryption security
methods and interest will
be aligned to overall poli-
cies. Ashish Desai dis-

cussed the importance of
capacity building of peo-
ple under the agenda of
financial inclusion and
the necessity of granting
them access to banking
and credit. He also eluci-
dated the difference be-
tween livelihood and en-
trepreneurship and how
the latter is important for
labor force participation,
financial inclusion and
economic growth. In his
words, “MSME is the
pivot point of GDP
Growth. Financial
Inclusion is not just fo-
cused on the finance sec-
tor, it has an impact on
various sectors.”

Prof. Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur addressed the au-

dience and felicitated the
Guests of Honours, there-
by concluding the discus-
sion by expressing his
gratitude to the guests for
their valuable time invest-
ed with the students of
IIM Raipur. The panel dis-
cussion unfolded the lat-
est policy-related plans in
India while connecting
the students to the ground
implementation of the
same. The imparting
words of wisdom shared
by the guests were of
great insight for the stu-
dents, and they will look
forward to further assimi-
lating these learnings into
their skillset and equip-
ping themselves for the
upcoming challenges in
the industry.

Sai Sanjeevani ‘Light of Life’ lit Guinness World Records 
Raipur, Nov 20: More than
two thousand children who
got their ‘Gift of Life’ in Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital Raipur gathered at
Saubhagyam in Nava Raipur
on Sunday evening and lit
‘Light of life’ (Jeevan Jyot)
and made a Guinness World
Records.

On Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for Child
Heart Care’s 10th anniver-
sary `Brining Dignity to Life
Celebrations’ more than 3000
children who were success-
fully treated for CHD with
surgeries and interventions
along with their parents lit
`Jeevan Jyot’ and turned
dusk in to dawn. Eventually
the mass lighting of lamps
turned in to a Guinness
World Records. To partici-

pate in this mega event of
10th anniversary ‘Brining
Dignity to Life Celebrations’
more than 6000 people across
the globe landed in the lap of
Saubhagyam. The very same
children who came to Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital from many years
looking for the most sought

heart surgery or interven-
tion for free of cost, were
bubbling with life along with
their parents. It was a sea of
humanity, hope, life, and dig-
nity all over the space. When
the legendary Indian
Cricketer, Former Indian
Cricket captain Sunil
Gavaskar appeared on stage

to give an introduction on
‘Brining Dignity to Life
Celebrations’ the whole
crowd rose.

To commemorate the occa-
sion Sadguru Sri
Madhusudan Sai released
`Sanjeevani Gift of Life’ App
and told, “The service to
mankind from Sri Sathya Sai
Health and Education trust
will continue forever. Within
10 years we have come up
with 10 hospitals across
globe. Our next goal is to es-
tablish 25 hospitals to serve
the humankind. Up to now
we have done more than
22,000 surgeries and inter-
ventions. This App will allow
us to accumulate all the data
we have up to now and all the
future surgeries and inter-
ventions.”

‘Publication-broadcast of exit poll and its results restricted’

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  The Election
Commission of India has
banned exit poll and publica-
tion and telecast of its results
till December 5, 06.30 pm, in
view of the general elections
to the Legislative Assemblies

in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat and various bye-elec-
tions in various states of the
country. A notification in this
regard has been issued by the
Election Commission of India.
Voting for the Bhanupratappur
assembly by-election in
Chhattisgarh is to be held on
December 5.

The Election Commission of
India has banned the publica-

tion and broadcast of exit polls
and its results under the provi-
sions of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951. The Act
specifies that no person shall
conduct any exit poll survey
and the result of any exit poll
survey shall be published in
print or electronic media dur-
ing such period as may be noti-
fied by the Election
Commission in this regard. 

Prostitution racket busted

Raipur, Nov 20: Police
have busted a prostitution
racket by conducting raid
at a major hotel in the cap-
ital Raipur. Three women
have been arrested in this
connection. Among them
is a girl from Uzbekistan
who was often booked for
prostitution in the name
of Russian model. Two
girls are from Punjab.

Raipur police are now
looking for their broker.

According to the police,
information was received
from the informer on
Saturday that a broker
had called three girls
from outside the state for
prostitution and kept
them at the luxury VW
Canyon Hotel in Raipur.
Acting on this informa-
tion a police team first in-
vestigated to confirm the
news and then went to
the hotel and checked.

During checking, three
women were found in
three different rooms in
the hotel. One of them is

a resident of Uzbekistan,
while two women are res-
idents of Punjab. On
questioning the women,
they told that a pimp
called them to a hotel and
forced them into prostitu-
tion. The police have reg-
istered a crime against
the accused broker
Tikrapara resident
Dharam alias Rahul at
Telibandha police sta-
tion. The accused broker
is absconding and every
possible effort is being
made to trace and arrest
him. The manager of VW
Canyon Hotel is also
being interrogated.

YOGA CAMP

One-day Integrated Yoga Camp was organised under the aegis of Parmarth Devji, 

disciple of Swamy Ramdev Maharaj of Patanjali Yogpeet, Haridwar, here in Raipur.

Alleges Congress
thru press confer-
ence

Bhanupratappur
by-poll

Raipur: Rejecting the al-
legations, Netam told re-
porters no such case was
registered against him.

“Fearing defeat in the
by-poll, the Congress has
been levelling such alle-

gations as a conspiracy
to malign my image. No
case is registered against
me. Had it been so, I
would have mentioned it
in my election affidavit,”
Netam claimed.

Netam rejects all allegations

On whose words
crime charge was
kept hidden: CM

Raipur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on the disclo-
sure by the PCC Chief
through PC in Kanker
questioned as through
a Tweeter message as
to on whose words the
BJP candidate for
Bhanupratpur by-poll
had hidden informa-
tion about being ac-
cused and facing
charges under POCSO
Act in Jharkhand in
his affidavit submitted.

To increase flight
frequency from
Raipur airport

CM reviews the
works of Urban
Administration and
Development
Department, Town
and Country
Planning
Department,
Housing and
Environment, NRDA

 Instructs officials to

start the process for
Aerocity development
near Raipur Airport

 Directs to speed up the

work of regularization of
illegal constructions

 Law has been enforced

to provide direct benefit
to the public: Camps
should be set up at ward
level, village level

 CM releases Rs 147

crore to urban bodies
for road repair

 Bad roads in the cities

should be repaired
immediately

 Collector and

Corporation
Commissioner should
personally inspect road
construction works

Other decisions taken

Police arrest three
women including a
Russian through
raid in luxury hotel
of Raipur

For Bhanupratappur
assembly by-poll till
Dec 5, 6.30 pm

Raipur, Nov 20: A business-
man from Bhopal who came to
Raipur fell victim to a theft in-
cident. The businessman had
come to Raipur with his rela-
tives in connection with the
business. A young man ran
away with his watch worth Rs
25,000 and cash of Rs 2.5 lakh.
Raipur police are now search-
ing for the absconding thief.

The case pertains to a hotel
built in the Station Road area
of ??Raipur. Pankaj Sahu, a
resident of Bhopal was stay-
ing at Hotel Yatrik Inn. He
does decoration work with his
family members. They deco-
rate the stage in big functions.
Pankaj’s team had done the
decoration of the stage in

Pandit Pradeep Mishra’s pro-
gram held recently at
Gudhiyari, Raipur. He was
doing this work with his ma-
ternal uncle Krishna Sahu,
maternal uncle Arjun Sahu.
After the program was over,
he stayed in Raipur for billing
and to take the goods back to
Bhopal.

In the hotel’s CCTV, a young
man is seen carrying Pankaj’s
bag. His name has been told as
Neeraj Rawat. Pankaj told that
Neeraj Rawat of Gwalior
stayed in this hotel. He was
also working related to stage
arrangements in Pt. Pradeep
Mishra’s story-telling pro-
gram. We met him at a pro-
gram in Nagpur.

Businessman looted of
cash of Rs 2.5 lakh

The opening event
of their Economics
& Public Policy
Student Club

From scraps to school: Chirmiri ragpicker to
get admitted to school on Collector’s initiative

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  An eight year old
boy Prince who was working as a
rag-picker will now study in school
and build a brighter future for him-
self. On Monday, he will be admit-
ted to government schools on the
special initiative of District
Collector P.S. Dhruv.

Prince is the son of Raja Panika
who has been living in Chirmiri for
the last four years. He has got a
school uniform, book, notebook and
bag and is excited to go to school.
The officials of Municipal
Corporation Chirmiri will accompa-

ny the boy and get him admitted in
the school. Monitoring will also be
done from time to time to ensure
that he is going to school regularly.

Meanwhile, the District Collector
has started the ‘Bal-Jatan Abhiyan’
to help underprivileged children
especially nomads, rag pickers and
orphans to have a better future by
making arrangements for their edu-
cation. In the first phase, this cam-
paign will be conducted in all the
urban areas of the district. Urban
administration and education
department officials will jointly

identify such kids and enroll them in
schools. In addition, these children
will be provided other facilities
including reading material through
government schemes and non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

It is worth mentioning that
Collector Dhruv paid a surprise visit
to Chirmiri Nagar on Saturday at 6
in the morning and took stock of the
arrangements for cleanliness by
walking through various chowks
and wards. During this, he saw an
eight year old boy Prince collecting
garbage near Podi Bazar. The col-
lector went near him and inquired
about his name, address and edu-
cation. Advising him to stop rag-
picking work, the collector encour-
aged the young boy to go to school
and study. Meanwhile, at first
Prince told the Collector that he
studies in Class 2 but later it was
found out that he does not go to
school at all. 

‘Road repair are being 
carried out promptly’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 20: As per
the instructions of the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the work of filling
potholes and repairing
roads in the district is
going on actively. The re-
pair and renovation of
roads has made the move-
ment easy, due to which
the residents of the dis-
trict are also very happy.
An amount of Rs 55.39
crore was sanctioned for a
total of 96 roads of length
327km in Bilaspur dis-
trict, for repair work of
roads constructed under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana that are
more than 05 years old.

According to the ap-
proval received, the work
of repairing and renova-
tion of roads in all the de-
velopment blocks of
Bilaspur district has been
started by the depart-
ment.So far, the renova-
tion work of 21 roads has
been completed. The re-
pair work of all the re-
maining rural roads is
going on. Executive
Engineer P.I.U. said  that
the repair and renovation
work of all remaining
roads will be completed

by March 2023. The resi-
dents of the area are
happy with the repair and
renovation of rural roads
built by the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana, for which they
have expressed gratitude
to the Chief Minister.

Sanjay Sharma,
Superintending Engineer,
Project Circle incharge
Bilaspur, of Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana said that Bilaspur,
Mungeli, Korba and
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
have 1258 kms  long road.
An amount of Rs 160 crore
has been spent for the re-
pair and renovation work

of a total of 352 long roads.
The amount has been ap-
proved. Under which re-
pair and renovation work
has been started in all the
districts. The repair work
of all the roads will be
completed before March
2023.Due to which the vil-
lagers will not face any in-
convenience in commut-
ing before the upcoming
rainy season. The
Superintending Engineer
instructed the  contrac-
tors to do the repair work
with full quality. They
have been asked to com-
pulsorily complete the re-
pair work before March
2023.

Chairman CYC inaugurates 15-day yoga camp 
Abhanpur, Nov 20: On
Saturday, Gyanesh
Sharma, the chairman of
the Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission, embarked on
a 15-day yoga programme
at Gracious College in
Abhanpur.

On this occasion
Secretary of the
Commission M.L. Pandey,
Director Secretary of the
College Dr. Ashutosh
Shukla, Dr. Anurag Jain,
Principal Riya Tiwari
with  their staff and stu-
dents were present.

Rouble lifting issue
turns sensational

Kawardha, Nov 20: The
issue of removal of rouble
(gitti) at Lohara Chowk by
Prakash Sahu to the con-
tractor entered into heat-
ed debate with the shop-
keeper owner Akhtar
Khan and this led to
minor scuffle and physical
fight. The controversy
went on to such an extent
that Prakash Sahu filed a
report in Kawardhan
thana under section 452,
504, 354, 294, 323 and 506
(B) and 34 of IPC. After
this both the accused
Akhtar Khan S/o Anwar
Khan and Pintu alias
Javed S/o Alam Khan,
Lohara thana Kawardha
were taken into arrest and
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand.

It is taking into account
the sensitivity of the issue

of raging controversy be-
tween Sahu samaj and
Muslism and taking into
cognizance last year’s flag
controversial issue in the
region and subsequent
riots, violence and arson,
the police without delay-
ing for a moment, arrested
the accused and tried to
supress the issue being
given the colour of Hindu-
Muslim riots.

Though after the inci-
dent, Bajrang Dal, VHP,
Sahu Samaj reps, BJP dis-
trict president, ex-MLA
reached Lohara naka and
staged chakka-jam and
raised slogans in protest.
The police tried to explain
them and call off chakka-
jam and later SP Lal Umed
Singh, ASP Manisha
Thakur,SDM Kori,
Tehsildar Manish Sharma
reached the site along
with force to handle the
situation and make area
peaceful.

Aryan and Bhumika secured medals at Innovators Expo
Raipur, Nov 20: Two stu-
dents from city-based NH
Goel World School secured
gold and silver medals in
the International
Innovation and Innovators
Expo held recently at Goa.

According to the infor-
mation received, Aryan
Harlalka and Bhumika
Singh participated in the
Expo which had entries
from around 15 countries.
Aryan Harlalka bagged
Gold Medal for his re-
search on Production of
Bio fuels from Waste
Plastic while Bhumika
Singh won Silver Medal

for the topic Production of
Herbal Shampoo to
Conserve Water. The stu-
dents achieved the feat

under the guidance of MN
Singh, science coordina-
tor, informed a press re-
lease issued here.

Student satisfaction must for the 
development of an institution: Jadwani

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2200::  In the year
2003 Janpragati Education
Society was established by
two friends namely Kishore
Jadwani as Chairman and
Harjeet Singh Hura as
Secretary,  with an aim and
objective of providing quality
education to the students in
the field of technical education
to make them job providers not
job seekers. With this view the
journey started and now
Columbia Group of Institutions
has grown to a tree with differ-
ent branches. 

In their addresses Chairman
and Secretary jointly insisted
that the student should not
only be encouraged for excel-
lence in academics but also to
excel in Research as well as
development so that he can be
an asset to the society, the
staff members has worked and

are working hard in this area.
By this a student can be a
brand ambassador for the insti-
tute. The dedication of our
staff members are such that
the students passing out from
this institution are placed in
different national as well as
multination companies. The
Institutions has been accredi-
tated   by National Board of
Accreditation for undergradu-
ate programme and has been
granted by DST-FIST
Government of India for PG
Programme. He also informed

that in near future Columbia
Group shall be known as
Columbia University, they also
narrated that we have
achieved many targets but still
there are miles to go. 

Ravinder Singh Hura, the
treasurer narrated that the
leadership quality is very
essential in the member and he
also should be aware of select-
ing the right person at right
time for the right purpose. He
also should develop leader
quality in the members under
him. On this auspicious occa-
sion selected staff members
both teaching and non teach-
ing were awarded for their
efforts during the last year.  

Many of the entertaining as
well as competitive pro-
gramme was also held in which
all staff members along with
management participated. 

DPS Bilaspur hosts interactive
career counseling session

Bilaspur, Nov 20: With a
plethora of career options
available in the contempo-
rary times, the role of a ca-
reer counselling session
becomes indispensable. So,
in order to assist our stu-
dents in selecting the ap-
propriate professional
route based on their skills
and aptitude, Delhi Public
School (DPS) Bilaspur or-
ganised an interactive and
informative session for the
students of Classes IX to
XII, in collaboration with
JAMBOREE, the most
trusted name in India for
shaping the career and
dreams of thousands of as-
pirants.

Jamboree, one of the
best and the oldest insti-
tute in India offers compre-
hensive classroom prepa-
ration programs for tests
such as GMAT®, GRE®,
SAT®, TOEFL™ and
IELTS™.

Jamboree, known for its
thorough research and
professionalism, is a one-
stop shop for education
abroad. Jamboree makes
the entire process of study-
ing abroad, from prepar-
ing to joining a foreign uni-
versity, a smooth process.
In recent years, the inclu-
sion of several value-
added services such as dis-
counted couriers, educa-
tional loans, and pre-de-
parture orientation has
made Jamboree Education

a one-stop solution centre
for all study abroad re-
quirements.

Even in today’s time,
parents frequently adhere
to the conventional wis-
dom that strong academic
achievements are the foun-
dation for a promising fu-
ture. They mistakenly
push their child towards a
career that he or she has
no interest in since they
are not aware of alterna-
tive careers apart from the
standard options. DPS
Bilaspur organised and led
this event to mentor stu-
dents about many career
options, new age colleges,
and how they should assist
their children in choosing
a college and career ac-
cording to their interests
and abilities.

The Resource Persons
on the Panel were Pranav
Gupta, the Co-Founder &
Director and Soumyo
Dutta Gupta the Chief
Mentor from Jamboree

Education.
Pranav Gupta is an en-

trepreneur, a visionary
and a veteran of the higher
education sector who has
imparted significant con-
tributions to the advance-
ment of India’s education
industry by striving to
promote cutting-edge edu-
cation and learning. He is
also the Co-founder and
trustee of prestigious uni-
versities like Ashoka
University and Plaksha
University.

Soumyo Dutta Gupta,
the Chief Mentor has
more than 20 years of lead-
ership experience in the
Education space and has
counselled and guided nu-
merous students from high
schools and undergradu-
ate colleges as well as
early-career professionals
from India and abroad to
find the right courses and
colleges for higher educa-
tion. The session com-
menced with the welcom-

ing of the Resource
Persons by Dr Sonia
Abraham, HOD English.
The Principal Jaspal Singh
Math in his welcome ad-
dress emphasized the im-
portance of career coun-
selling sessions. He also
added the contributions of
Jamboree Education in
providing motivation and
guidance to propel stu-
dents towards opting right
college and career.

The session provided a
comprehensive overview
of the college and career
journey. The Resource
Persons gave parents and
students advice through-
out the session on how to
select the best universities
and why some highly cov-
eted overseas universities
are still viable options. He
discussed ways to pay for
children’s education and
guided parents on how to
create a scholarship-wor-
thy profile for their chil-
dren.

The queries raised by
the students were ad-
dressed by the Resource
Persons. The main empha-
sis of the session was to
provide knowledge to par-
ents and students about
the Country, Course and
College Selection in India
and Abroad, the
Application components,
the Digital SAT prepara-
tion, the IELTS and
TOEFL preparation, the
AP exams and prepara-
tion, Profile Building,
Scholarship Options and
Jamboree’s solutions and
results.

It was an extremely en-
riching experience and
students wished to be a
part of such session in the
future as well. It is sure
that the students feel they
can ‘stay ahead of the
curve’ with opportunities
such as these to enlighten
them. The vote of thanks
was proposed by Dr Sonia
Abraham.

Two students team of SAGEMS
secure semi-final spot 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 20: Two stu-
dents of Swami
Atmanand Govt English
Medium School
(SAGEMS), run by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, have secured a
semifinal spot along with
15 other teams at the
Indian Navy Quiz Think
Competition. Around
7500 schools across the
country participated in
the competition.

Khushi Chauhan and
Aditya Sahu of Swami
Atmanand Excellent

English Medium School
Korba, have performed
incredibly in the two
elimination rounds and
the quarter-final round.
Khushi Chauhan is a stu-
dent in the Biology
stream of class 12th and
Aditya Sahu is a student
in the Mathematics
stream of class 11th.
They have been selected
among the top 16 teams
for the semi-final which
is to be scheduled at
Karwar on November 23
in the INS Vikramaditya
aircraft carrier.

This will be a memo-
rable and unique event in
the life of the students.
These cadets have a
unique opportunity to ex-
perience the naval way of
life and interact with the

naval officers on board.
The Indian Navy will
bear the cost of travel, ac-
commodation and board-
ing for both the students
along with a teacher as a
guide. Both these stu-
dents will travel to Goa
by flight from Raipur on
November 20. Semi-final
and final rounds will be
conducted on INS
Vikramaditya aircraft
carrier which will depart
from Goa. Both students
will depart from Kannur
airport for Raipur on
November 27. Mrs. Juhi
Qureshi and Ms. Deepti
Pandey, teachers of these
two students have an im-
portant contribution to
their success.

Korba Collector
Sanjeev Jha has extend-

ed his heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes to
both students on their
success. He has said that
according to the priority
of the government, quali-
ty education is being pro-
vided to children in
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English
Medium School. It is a
matter of pride for the
students of Chhattisgarh
to be selected in the na-
tional level competition.
Both the selected stu-
dents told that they had a
preparation to partici-
pate in this competition.
In the first three phases
of the competition, an
online test was conduct-
ed, in which 30 questions
were to be answered in 10
minutes.

‘Provide better facilities to
the patients in wards’

Raipur, Nov 20: Secretary,
Health Department,
Prasanna R held meeting of
the officials of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital and Government
Physiotherapy College here
today. Director, Medical
Education, Dr Vishnu Dutt,
Dean Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College Raipur Dr
Tripti Nagaria, Ambedkar
Hospital Superintendent Dr
SBS Netam and
Government Physiotherapy
College Principal Dr Rohit

Rajput attended the meet-
ing, held at the tele-medi-
cine hall of Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital.

Prasanna R instructed to
start the proposed construc-
tion work of L to Trauma
Care Center in Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Hospital at the
earliest. He instructed to
shift the registration
counter to the vacant
space adjacent to the gen-
erator room of the hospi-

tal and start the
Emergency Medicine
Department at the place
vacated after the registra-
tion counter was shifted.
He also instructed to pro-
vide the food to the pa-
tients in the hospital at the
new rate at the earliest
after finalizing the tender.
In view of the shortage of
nursing staff in the hospi-
tal, Prasanna asked the
government to make alter-

native arrangements till
new recruitment is done.
He also instructed to focus
on maintenance and re-
pair work of the medical
equipment. The Health
Secretary instructed head
of forensic department Dr
Snigdha Jain to ensure
preparation of post
mortem reports without
delay.

Treatment of the pa-
tients coming to the hospi-
tal is the most important
task and therefore the
time limit for each work
should be fixed, he said.
The meeting was also at-
tended by Dr DP Lakda, Dr
Ashutosh Gupta, Dr Smit
Shrivastav and Dr KK
Sahu.
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Think Competition

Health Secretary holds
meeting with officials,
Sr Doctors of
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Kawardha, Nov 20:

On publication of the
news of turning the use-
ful, new and costly med-
ical equipments into
scrap by keeping it out in
the open terrace of
District Hospital, the
District Hospital admin-
istration has now started
putting all those equip-
ments into safer locations
at some unknown place.
The equipments are
being loaded into vehi-
cles and are being sent to
some place and the ad-
ministration is not dis-
closing its actual loca-

tion. From all this it is
being anticipated that the
District  Hospital admin-
istration is trying to save
the Store Room in-Charge
from facing any inquiry
and to write off the evi-

dence from the place.
It is notable here that

the District Hospital ad-
ministration in order to
obtain the so-called
National Quality &
Insurance Certificate and
making improvements
and renovation in the
hospital, has put many a
useful equipments and
items for patients from
the store room of the hos-

pital to on top of the ter-
race of the District
Hospital. All the more by
throwing such equip-
ments and materials out
in the open, also smells of
claiming commission
from the new materials
and equipments and it
can turn out to be the
subject of inquiry as
well. Meanwhile with the
issue being highlighted,

the District Hospital ad-
ministration has become
centre of discussion in
the town. The hospital ad-
ministration by taking
labourers on contract are
disposing it in private ve-
hicles to some  unknown
destination and details
about it is not being dis-
closed by them.

The most surprising
thing here is that no re-
sponsible officer of the
District Hospital is ready
to give the exact informa-
tion about the same and
where the materials or
equipments are being
sent.

On this issue the
Collector has taken it
into cognizance and have
assured to get it investi-
gation and send the use-
ful and good materials
and items to sub-health
centres and PHCs at the
earliest.

Materials being sent to some unknown destination!
Which turned into scrap atop District Hospital’s terrace

 No officer disclosing
any information

 Eye of suspicion on it
as an attempt to seal
off the case and save
the store in-charge

Bijapur, Nov 20: 

Bharat Mission Rural
Bijapur, as per the instruc-
tions of Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
organized the cleanliness
race in all the gram pan-
chayat’s of the district
with enthusiasm. District
Panchayat CEO Ravi
Kumar Sahu informed
that the Ministry of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation, Government of
India has made single toi-
let in rural areas.
Instructions have been re-
ceived to make pit toilets,
twin pits through retro-
fitting, which is to be start-
ed from Nov 19 to Jan 26.

On World Toilet Day,

various activities like plas-
tic-free village, solid and
liquid waste management,
awareness on menstrual
hygiene management
were organized in the vil-
lage panchayats of the dis-
trict along with cleanli-
ness drive. In Gram
Panchayat Awapalli,
District Panchayat Vice
President Kamlesh Karam
administered the oath of

cleanliness to the vil-
lagers, under the pro-
gramme. The villagers
were asked to keep their
surroundings clean and
reduce the use of single
use plastic. In Gram
Panchayat Dhanora, in the
presence of Sarpanch Mr.
Harihar Sahni, the chil-
dren of Higher Secondary
School participated in the
cleanliness drive.

Awareness prog held 
at panchayat level

 On occasion of
world Toilet Day

Masturi, Nov 20: 

30 children are en-
rolled in the primary
school located in
Sabariyadera of Gram
Panchayat Loharsi of
the district area, in
which 2 teachers are
posted. Here Sonu Ram
Sahu is the head master
in charge and Subhash
Chandra Bhardwaj is the
teacher.

On last Friday, teacher
Subhash Chandra
Bhardwaj was drinking
raw Mahua liquor in the
mid-day dining room of
the school itself. And
along with it, he was also
asking for pulses to taste
from the lady who was
cooking in the mid-day
meal. Even on Saturday
morning, he was seen in
a drunken state and
sleeping in the school
premises itself. Ranjit
Kumar Bhanu, Sarpanch
representative of Gram

Panchayat Loharsi was
called to verify the fact.

Ranjit himself
checked the dickey of
the teacher’s motorcycle
and found a bottle of raw
liquor and two guavas
inside it. On question-
ing the children, it was
found that the teacher is
habitually an alcoholic
and comes to school

every day drunk. The
small children are afraid
of that drunken teacher,
due to which only 10/12
children come to school
out of the registered
number of 30 children.
Head Master Sonu Ram
Sahu, in-charge of pri-
mary school, told that
these teachers come to
school every day after

getting drunk and sleep
in the school premises.
Many days the school
children are sent home
saying that today is a
holiday and he starts
drinking alcohol in the
school itself. In-charge
HM has informed about
this several times to the
Block Education Officer
Ashwani Bhardwaj, but
due to the indifference of
the responsible officer,
such a situation has de-
veloped in the school.

He said that most of the
children do not come to
school because of this
drunken teacher. In
such a situation, we do
not know what will hap-
pen to the future of
these small innocent
children because of a
drunken teacher, it is
now on the mercy of
almighty.

The Sabariyadera is
located just 50 meters
away from the school,
where raw Mahua liquor
is sold in large quanti-
ties, the information of
which has been given to
the Excise Department
and the nearest police
station, Pachpedi. They
sell illegal raw Mahua
liquor on a large scale
and also supply it in the
entire Pachpedi area. It
is worth considering
what will be the effect on
small children if the
school is running near
such an area.

School teacher attends school under influence of alcohol 
What official

says…..
In this matter, Block

Education Officer
Ashwani Bhardwaj
said that the informa-
tion came to light after
the video went viral.
Action will be taken to
suspend the teacher
after a departmental
enquiry.

Konta, Nov 20:  

On the instructions of
Commandant DN Yadav
of 74 V Vahini CRPF, a
medical camp was set up
under Civic Action at
Polampally Camp of
Konta Block. In this med-
ical camp, Dr. Premnath
and his team conducted
health check-up of 250 to
300 women, children, old,
young and handicapped

people from the highly
naxal affected areas Atul
Para, Arlampalli, Pantha
Para, Eta Goda, and
Polampally villages, who
were deprived of medical
facilities. Distinguished
citizens of the village and
Assistant Commandant
of Vahini Shiv Bahor
Patel and jawans were
present on this occasion.
The villagers present
were explained by the

doctor of Vahini, ways to
prevent seasonal diseases
and to keep cleanliness
and cleanliness from
mosquito and dengue
growing in the surround-
ing area. Refreshments
were also arranged for
the villagers in the camp
premises. Special thanks
were expressed by the vil-
lagers to the
Commandant and 74th
Battalion CRPF.

CRPF organize camp and treated villagers

Jagdalpur, Nov 20: The
birth anniversary of
India’s first woman Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
was celebrated with sim-
plicity and dignity at Rajiv
Bhavan by Bastar District
Congress Committee city.
Congmen paid rich tribute
by garlanding her photo-
graph and then organized
a seminar. District
Congress Committee
(DCC) President and EVPr
Vice President Rajeev
Sharma said that India’s
first woman Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi
had great political fore-
sight. Indira was born on
19 November 1917. Father
Jawaharlal Nehru was in-
volved in leading the free-
dom struggle. She will al-
ways be remembered for
the supreme sacrifice and
sacrifice in the interest of
the nation, he added.
Parliamentary Secretary/
MLA Rekhchand Jain said
that Indira Gandhi was
the only child of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. She
formally joined the Indian

National Congress in 1938
and began working with
her father, Nehru, who
was coutry’s Prime
Minister from 1947 to 1964.
Former PM Indira Gandhi
inherited politics. She first
became the Minister of
Information and
Broadcasting in Lal
Bahadur Shastri cabinet.
After the death of
Shastriji, in 1966 she be-
came the Prime Minister
of the country. Due to the
historical achievements of
Indira, the slogan of

‘Indira is India, India is
Indira’ started echoing
loudly in the country at
that time.

Chairman Kavita Sahu,
District General
Secretary Anwar Khan,
Kaushal Nagvanshi,
Arpan Bajpai, Sushil
Maurya, Yogesh
Panigrahi, Ajay Bisai
threw light on his biogra-
phy. During this, State,
District, Block Congress
Committee officials, Seva
Dal, Mahila Congress,
Youth Congress, NSUI
and other fronts, cells, de-
partment officials, coordi-
nation committee, trained
members of social media,
municipal corporation,
three-tier panchayat, co-
operative sector All elect-
ed public representatives,
senior Congmen and
workers were present.

Cong pays rich tributes to 
the first female PM Indira Gandhi 

SSuukkmmaa,,  NNoovv  2200::    Expansion of
basic facilities is necessary for
all-round development of any
area and keeping this in mind;
Collector Harris has instructed
the top officials of the district to
check the basic facilities like
health, education, ration etc.
provided to the citizens in the
district. In its implementation,
the district department heads
are making regular field visits to
ensure the quality of services,
arrangements, infrastructure
etc. being provided to the resi-
dents of the district.  In the time-
limit meeting, instructions were
given by the Collector to the
Tehsildar of the concerned area
to physically verify the condition
of storage and distribution of
food grains by inspecting the
PDS shops. In compliance of
which Chhindgarh Tehsildar
Mahendra Lahare, Jagargunda
Tehsildar  Ajay Maravi inspected
the PDS shops operated under
the concerned Tehsil area. Boys

Ashram Tatipara, Girls Ashram
Bhandaras, Boys Ashram Mata
Rukmini Sonakukanar, Pre
Matric Boys Hostel Sonakukanar
and Boys Ashram Gorli,
Chhindgarh under Development
Block by Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development Shri Ganesh
Sori, Boys Ashram Tatipara, Girls
Ashram Bhandaras, Boys Ashram
Chhindgarh, High School Talnar,
Boys Ashram After inspecting
Kikirpal, Balak Ashram Oler,

were inspected as per itiner-
ary.In the same sequence,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr. Mahesh Shandia
inspected Sub Health Center
Chhindgarh, Ganjenar,
Kodripal, Gumma, Talnar,
Kikirpal and Primary Health
Center Puspal and Primary
Health Center Tongpal under
development block Chhindgarh
also carried out visit in health
centers.

Inspection of Ashram schools 
by DEO and Assistant Commissioner (A&V)

Bijapur, Nov 20: Health
Department and Women
and Child Development is
an important department
for the benefit of the gen-
eral public. Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
reviewed the instructions
to establish coordination
at the grassroots level and
connect the general public
with the important
schemes of the govern-
ment and provide better
benefits to the beneficiar-
ies. Instructions were
given in the meeting.

On the other hand, to re-

duce malnutrition under
the Chief Minister’s
Nutrition Campaign, by
identifying anemic
women and adolescent
girls, to spread public
awareness for health and
nutrition including nutri-
tious food, hot food, and
various activities conduct-
ed by the Anganwadi.
Departmental schemes in-
cluding nutritional supple-
ments to children and
mothers should be spread.

He gave necessary

guidelines while review-
ing the activities in detail,
while the effects and pre-
vention of malaria,
dengue, seasonal diseases,
100% institutional deliv-
ery, all types of pre-natal
tests, ANC, vaccination,
proper operation of nutri-
tion rehabilitation center
under the health depart-
ment, district
Infrastructure, basic facili-
ties, adequate availability
of medicines, availability
of health personnel in all

health centers including
hospitals. Various pro-
grams conducted by the
health department were
thoroughly reviewed to en-
sure their implementation
at the grassroots level, and
then necessary guidelines
were given by the
Collector Katara. CMHO
Dr. Sunil Bharti, district
program officer Lupendra
Mahilang Nag and block
level departmental officers
were present in the meet-
ing. .

Efforts be made at the grassroots level to
provide better health facilities: Collector

 Collector holds
monthly review
meeting of health
and women and
child development
department

Bilaspur, Nov 20:

A middleman was
caught trying to sell paddy
in the name of the farmer
at the Kargikhurd procure-
ment center in Kota devel-
opment block and a case
has been registered after
seizing 152 sacks of paddy
bag brought from him to be
sold in the name of three
farmers. On the instruc-
tions of Collector Saurabh
kumar, the raid was done
by the inspection team
under the leadership of
Kota SDM Hariom
Dwivedi. It was told that
tokens were cut for 60.80
quintals in the name of
three farmers at
Kargikhurd center today
and this includes 30 quin-
tals of farmer Tribhuvan,
14.80 quintals of Dwarka
and 16 quintals of farmer

Sharda Bai.A Panchnama
was also prepared in this
case and the paddy was
confiscated and handed
over to Kargikhurd Service
Cooperative Society. The
matter is being sent to the

District Collector for fur-
ther action in the matter.
Naib Tehsildar Ramesh
Kumar, Cooperative CEO
Durgesh Sahu and other of-
ficers were present in the
inspection team.

Middleman caught 
red-handed selling paddy
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Manila, Nov 20 (AP):

Vice President Kamala
Harris will underscore
America’s commitment to
defending treaty ally the
Philippines with a visit that
started on Sunday and in-
volves flying to an island
province facing the disput-
ed South China Sea, where
Washington has accused
China of bullying smaller
claimant nations.

After attending the Asia-
Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in
Thailand, Harris flew on
Sunday night to a red-carpet
welcome in Manila.

On Monday, she meets
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr for talks aimed at
reinforcing Washington’s
oldest treaty alliance in
Asia and strengthening eco-
nomic ties, said a senior US
administration official, who

was not identified accord-
ing to practice, in an online
briefing ahead of the visit.

Harris said her trip to
Thailand was “quite suc-
cessful” as she reiterated
the US commitment to the
region Sunday afternoon at
a roundtable discussion on
climate change.

The panel of climate ac-
tivists, civil society mem-
bers and business leaders
focused on clean energy and
the threat climate change is
posing to the Mekong River,
which more than 60 million
people in Southeast Asia
use for food, water and

transport. Harris an-
nounced the US plans to
provide up to USD 20 mil-
lion in funding for clean en-
ergy in the region via the
Japan-US Mekong Power
Partnership.

Before her flight out, she
stopped by a local market
and perused a maze of
shops, struck up conversa-
tions with shopkeepers and
purchased Thai green curry
paste. On Tuesday she’ll fly
to Palawan province, which
lies along the South China
Sea, to meet fishermen, vil-
lagers, officials and the
coast guard.

Once there, she’ll be the
highest-ranking US leader
to visit the frontier island at
the forefront of the long-
seething territorial disputes
involving China, the
Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and
Taiwan.

VP Harris to visit front-line
Philippine island in sea feud

Kathmandu, Nov 20 (PTI):

Millions of Nepalese
began voting on Sunday to
elect a new parliament and
provincial assemblies amid
tight security, hoping to end
the political instability that
has plagued the country for
more than a decade and im-
peded growth.

The polling started at 7
am local time at over 22,000
polling centres and will
close at 5 pm.

Talking to reporters,
Home Secretary Binod
Prakash Singh said that up
to 46 per cent votes have
been cast across the country
as of 2 pm local time.

Barring a few sporadic in-
cidents, the voting re-
mained largely peaceful.

A minor explosion took
place near Sharda

Secondary School polling
station in Dhangadhi Sub-

metropolitan City in Kailali
district. However, there was
no casualty, officials said,
adding that voting contin-
ued in the polling station de-
spite the incident with just
half-an-hour interruption.

Some incidents of heated
arguments between party
cadres were reported from
11 areas in Dhangadi,
Gorkha and Dolakha dis-
tricts. However, it did not af-
fect the polling, they said.

Singh said that voting has
resumed at the places where
it was put off after minor
disputes earlier in the day.
Meanwhile, Prime
Minister and Nepali
Congress (NC) president
Sher Bahadur Deuba cast
his ballot in his home dis-
trict Dadeldhura. He voted

at the Ashigram Secondary
School polling centre at
Ruwakhola in
Ganyapdhura rural munic-
ipality-1 in the morning.
Deuba had studied at this
school.

Deuba has continuously
won the election from
Dadeldhura since 1991. He
is running for the federal
parliament member for the
seventh time in this elec-
tion, The Himalayan Times
newspaper reported.
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
chairman and former
prime minister K P
Sharma Oli cast his ballot
at the polling centre situat-
ed in Suryabinayak
Municipality in Bhaktapur
district near Kathmandu.

Nepal votes to elect new parliament
and provincial assemblies

Nepali Congress general secretary Gagan Thapa speaks to media

after casting vote for the Nepal Parliamentary and Provincial

Assembly elections, in Kathmandu, Sunday, Nov. 20.
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Great-grandsons
While the picture of Tushar
Gandhi, walking with Rahul
Gandhi as a participant in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, not only
delights the soul; his straight-for-
ward sane humanitarian talks are
also a matter of much pleasure.
Rightly has Tushar Gandhi drawn
a stark contrast between the
anti-poor mindset of those lead-
ers who hide slums with clothes
(or with walls) to avoid the "ugly
sight" and the all-embracing
stance of Rahul Gandhi mingling
with the weakest strata of the
society. By participating in the
Yatra; Tushar has seen Rahul to
possess the capacity to feel the
pain of the poor (remembering
him of Mahatma Gandhi), bear-
ing the hallmark of a true leader.
Tushar Gandhi admits that he
never imagined that he would
have this experience in his life-
time. In this context, I wonder
whether Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru had ever imag-
ined in their lifetime that after 75
years of Indian Independence
from foreign forces, their respec-
tive great-grandsons would have
to march side by side in a Yatra to
save India from internal assault
upon it's democratic secular and
Constitutional ethos.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Political maturity 
The much talked about G-20 sum-
mit has come to an end in Bali.
The timing of the G-20 summit
was very critical internationally
due to the Russia-Ukraine war
which is posing a threat to world
peace and the possibility of a
third world war. Significantly,
most of the top leaders of the
world, including the US, China,
France, and India discussed the
global issues threadbare and uni-
laterally passed many vital reso-
lutions relating to global peace.
At that summit, our PM Modi was
seen leading from the front and
made the world hear its opinion
on various issues, including the
ongoing conflict between Ukraine
and Russia. We must admit that
never in the past has any Indian
PM made such an impact on the
global platform on a global issue
which is very crucial for global
peace and tranquillity. I earnestly
hope that the bitterest critics of
Modi will agree with me. I am in
fact waiting with my fingers
crossed as the elections are
approaching where our political
parties will put the interests of
their parties ahead of the nation.
All said and done our PM Modi
has shown and proved his politi-
cal maturity globally.
DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii

Boundary talks 
Hostility between neighbours robs
counties of peace. Examples are
not far to seek. India has its hos-
tile neighbours Pakistan and
China. Everybody knows the situa-
tion along India's border with
Pakistan and China. Such a situa-
tion often occurs in inter-state
boundaries within a nation. The
situation Assam experiences
sometime with Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh are glaring
examples. Perhaps, gauzing the
situation rights, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma is
determined to resolve border
issues with its neighbouring
states through tangible measures. 

TTooppoo  SSiinngghhaa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill
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Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma, BJP leader Manoj Tiwari and others during a roadshow, ahead of the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi elections, in New Delhi, Sunday, Nov. 20.

BJP MCD ELECTION CAMPAIGN

II ndia's Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) earned recognition as the
World's largest behaviour change programme when the country achieved

universal sanitation coverage in 2019 by providing access to the toilet to all
rural households and making every village Open Defecation Free (ODF). World
Toilet Day today reminds all stakeholders of SBM (Grameen), including resi-
dents of ODF villages, that sustaining the ODF status is the next big challenge
that the country needs to overcome. The phase II of SBM (Grameen) envis-
ages sustaining the ODF status by villages by ensuring solid and liquid waste
management and making the villages become ODF plus. Various components
of ODF plus include biodegradable waste management, grey water manage-
ment, faecal sludge management and plastic waste management besides
other routine cleanliness drives. Till August, over one lakh villages in the coun-
try declared themselves as ODF plus introduced intermediate stages in the
process of declaring a village as ODF Plus, given that all villages may not ful-
fil all criteria under the verticals of biodegradable waste management (BWM),
plastic waste management (PWM), greywater management (GWM) and fae-
cal sludge management (FSM) before declaring a village as ODF Plus. The
ODF plus villages have been categorized into three stages – aspiring, rising
and model. Apart from all households, schools and Anganwadi centres pan-
chayats having functional toilets with separate toilets for males and females,
aspiring ODF plus villages have either solid or liquid waste management while
rising category villages have arrangements for both solid and liquid manage-
ment while in ODF plus-model villages in addition to these, all public places
are observed to have a minimal litter, minimal stagnant wastewater, no plas-
tic dump places and ODF plus messages are prominently displayed through
wall paintings and billboards. Under SBM-G, altogether 5,99,216 villages have
self-declared as ODF. Official data also show that to date only 40,150 villages
have been declared ODF-plus model which points towards the long journey the
country has to undertake towards achieving the objective of every single vil-
lage in the country attaining the ODF-plus model status. The number of ODF-
plus villages in aspiring has risen to 68,000 and the number of ODF-plus-rising
category villages has increased to 18,377 indicative of the pace of SBM
(Grameen) phase II compared to phase I. Phase II is targeted to be completed
by 2024-25 which appears to be a tough mission at the current pace of imple-
mentation. The Central government approved the SBM (Grameen) phase II in
February 2020 with a total outlay of Rs 1,40,881 crore and allocation for the
current year increasing by about 20% speaks volumes about the push given by
the Central government. Tamil Nadu is the top performer with 93% of its vil-
lages categorized in the aspiring category but of a total of 12,525 villages in
the state only 13 have so far been categorized in the rising category and 11 in
the ODF-plus model category which reflects the ground situation as far as an
achievement under SBM (Grameen) phase II is concerned. Andaman and
Nicobar Islands is the top performer in ODF-plus model status with all 189 vil-
lages included in the category, while Sikkim with 142 (37%) of total 403 vil-
lages in the category leads the chart of states followed by Kerala with 33%
coverage and Telangana with 32.62%. In Assam, less than one per cent of total
villages (226 out of 25,503) in the state are categorized as aspiring, 0.05% of
villages as rising (12 villages) and only 0.02% of villages (five villages) as
ODF-plus model present a picture of dismal performance. It calls for a thor-
ough review to identify the critical gaps so that targeted datelines of achiev-
ing the desired success of raising the status of every single village into an ODF
plus model village can be met and not become more difficult due to unwar-
ranted delay. The lesson learnt from the SMB how the awareness was built in
rural India about the importance of having access to a functional toilet is crit-
ical to health and hygiene and achieving huge success in making all villages
ODF can be applied in raising awareness on intermediary stages of aspiring
and rising categories towards making all ODF villages sustainable. The flag-
ship programme of Jal Jeevan Mission has a crucial role in SBM (Grameen) as
availability and access to the piped water supply at every household is essen-
tial for sustaining ODF status. Prohibition of Single Use Plastic (SUP) is anoth-
er critical intervention by the government aimed at reducing plastic pollution
but poor enforcement has allowed the circulation of prohibited SUP in villages
apart from cities and towns. Enforcement of the SUP ban can help villages
achieve the desired plastic management but this requires will by the govern-
ment and administration to enforce and monitor as well as awareness among
the general public about the harmful impact of SUP and how its prohibition
can make their villages, and towns clean and environment-friendly. A massive
awareness drive is a key to making SBM-phase II successful.

I f India is to seize the
advantage of its bur-

geoning young workforce,
it needs to strategically im-
plement economic and in-
dustrial policies. There is a
new urgency in India to
create jobs for the rapidly
growing number of young
people set to enter the
workforce in the next two
decades.

India will account for 20
per cent of the worldwide
increase in the working-
age population over the two
decades from 2020.
Projections from the World
Bank show that between
2020 and 2040, India’s popu-
lation aged 15 to 59 years is
expected to increase by
134.6 million, while it could
decline in China during the
same period by about the
same amount. That large
number of potential work-
ers is a big boon for India’s
economic growth but it is
also a challenge for policy-
makers of creating new
and decent job opportuni-
ties for the rising numbers
of young people.

India’s economy and the
labour-force are undergo-
ing a structural transfor-

mation, which is fuelling
the urgency to generate
new jobs. As recently as
2017-18, agriculture-related
jobs were the source of
livelihood for 41.8 per cent
of India’s workforce, which
numbered 457.6 million.

A significant shift away
from agriculture has oc-
curred since the mid-2000s,
and the process is likely to
speed up in coming years.
That would result in sever-
al million workers leaving
their rural homes to seek
non-agricultural jobs in
towns and cities.

In 2018, the student popu-
lation in India was 350.4
million, representing a
quarter of the country’s
total population (1,316.3
million), and was more
than 75 per cent of the size
of its existing workforce.
This enor mous wave of
students will enter the
labour market in future
years, and their job aspira-
tions will be much greater
than those of their parents.
The 15- to 59-year-olds en-
gaged in neither agricul-
tural work nor enrolled in
education form a potential
supply of workers empha-
sis on the word potential
for industry, construction,
and the services sectors.
There is a distinct regional
dimension to India’s em-
ployment challenge.

India is a union of 28
states and eight union ter-
ritories. The norther n
state of Uttar Pradesh and
the eastern state of Bihar
are two of the most popu-
lous and have significantly

younger populations.
Together, these two states

will account for 41.9 per
cent of the entire increase
in working-age population
in India between 2021 and
2036. At the same time,
these are also two of the
poorest Indian states.

To be able to seize the op-
portunity of fered by the
wave of young people in
India’s northern and east-
ern states, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar in particular,
India needs to pay atten-
tion to its economic and in-
dustrial policies. With
more jobs and income, and
the higher levels of de-
mand they create, these
states could emerge as
some of the most dynamic
centres of future economic
growth.

However, industrial and
economic growth strategies
in different Indian states
have to be tailored to suit
their specific economic op-
portunities and challenges.
Demographic structures
are quite different in some
of the southern and west-
er n states, notably in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
These two states are well
ahead of the rest of the
country in achievements
including fertility decline,
but now face a new set of
challenges because of their
rapidly ageing popula-
tions.Increasing gover n-
ment spending on health,
education and other social
sectors will be crucial to
realising the potential divi-
dend from India’s young de-
mography. This is even

more crucial in the after-
math of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In 2018, India’s ex-
penditure on health as a
proportion of GDP was
only 0.95 per cent, com-
pared to 3 per cent in China
and 8.5 per cent in the US.

Investment will be partic-
ularly helpful for states
such as Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which have a
growing young population
but lag in human develop-
ment.

These investments will
bring an increase in living
standards and future eco-
nomic growth, as well as
new employment opportu-
nities, such as teachers and
health professionals. More
than half of all workers
(5.2 million out of 9.2 mil-
lion) who found jobs in ed-
ucation and health sectors
in India between 2012 and
2018 were female an indica-
tion of the potential of
these sectors to generate
new employment opportu-
nities for women.

There is no doubt the en-
ergies of India’s young
women and men can be
tapped to lift the entire
country’s prospects. But
this can be achieved only
with strategic investments
and interventions by the
gover nment, alongside
well-directed social, em-
ployment and industrial
policies.

(Writer is from Indian
Institute of Technology
Delhi).

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee  

Never should a person accused of any crime be named and shamed unless their
alleged crime gets proved in Court of law. After all, a minimum sense of justice
and civility demands that all accused should be treated as innocent till proven
guilty. So nobody holds any right to tarnish the image of the accused in front of
the society landing him/her and family members of them in dire straits.  But
regularly do we witness how media - - be it print or visual - - boldly publish full-
fledged name and locality of the persons accused of petty theft, murder or gan-
grape; often with pictures as well (with reporters even landing at their homes
interviewing family members). And most often, such accused are found to be of
"non-glamorous" vintage living in urban slums or villages working as manual
labourer, bus helper, plumber, housemaid or door-to-door salesperson.  Based
on this practical perspective of "naming and shaming" the accused persons of
poor or rural vintage; stern question should necessarily be asked why such
exposure of identities are not made when the accused persons hail from a priv-
ileged sector. Recently a lady has been gang raped in a bungalow on the east-
ern fringes of Kolkata, but not single names of the accused are being published
by the media. Is it because the accused gang rapists form part of the economi-
cally creamiest layer of the society; booking the bungalow for a princely amount
and their extravagant lifestyle bearing testimony of which. Or is it because they
are "professionals and students" of "elite" vintage - - - working in a top account-
ing firm, Chartered Accountancy aspirant, intern in an Internet - based platform.
What is the exact reason for being such hush about the identity of the accused
(though none of them is minor).  Are the police investigators withholding the
names of the accused or the media not naming them? It seems all norms of pri-
vacy, dignity and honour form the sole bastion of the privileged section of the
population only who are economically prosperous and/or engaged in glamorous
professions and academic courses! In contrast those who reside in "lower
index" of economy livelihood or "social status" are perhaps bereft of all norms
of human rights and surely this is the precise reason why their full identities are
liberally dished to the public without giving a minimum thought whether they
are indeed the culprit or victims of doubt and conspiracy! Who would compen-
sate for the insults heaped upon such persons and their families if they are
found to be absolutely innocent after the completion of the investigation or
trial! And even if they are indeed the culprits, their family members are not at
fault; yet they also get marginalized and taunted by the "moral brigade" of the
society just because of the callous exposure of such details by the supremely
class-conscious media. It is high time the media acts with a bit of responsibility
and neutrality. In ideal conditions, none of the persons accused of any crime
should be named. However, still if this "naming and shaming culture" gets prac-
ticed in case of "non-glamorous" accused, then the same practice should also
be implemented when rich persons of "elite" vintage get accused of any crime.
After all, at the end of the day, all are equal in the eyes of the law (at least the-
oretically) ; so all criminals or persons accused of committing any crime should
also be treated at par irrespective of their economic social professional creden-
tials. Surely the gravity of any crime or alleged crime doesn't get diluted if com-
mitted by the creamy or creamiest layer of the society. Lastly, a few words of
inequality in cases of victims also. It is nothing but a Court-mandated order that
no victim of rape be named irrespective of age. Else the perpetrator would be
prosecuted. But often do we witness the names of such victims of rape getting
spilled out with the assaulted girls always hailing from poor families. Also we
come to know who has spilled out the names as the perpetrators are often of
political or "women rights" camp! But strangely they are allowed to escape
scot-free. Though we are all citizens of the country, yet so much discrimination
and inequality in lines of economy class status profession education language
race religion caste and what not! And we have accepted such blatant discrimi-
nation also gladly or sadly! But when it comes to treatment of criminals, alleged
criminals and victims of crime; at least in this space may all organs of adminis-
tration, justice and media act in an equitable fashion.

PRACTICE EQUALITY 
IN CASES OF CRIMES  

Can India seize the 
demographic advantage?

Awareness key to sustain
Swachh Bharat Mission

Have you ever wondered how your
fitness tracker measures your sleep?
Or more importantly, if the data it
records is reliable? Whether you own
a Fitbit, smartwatch, Garmin or one
of the countless other fitness devices
on the market, they all work in much
the same way.

If you have a or if your sleep is dis-
rupted on a regular basis, wearing a
fitness tracker is not going to be a
reliable indicator of your sleep
health. The best option is to have an
in-home sleep study to get a reliable
and accurate reading.

So, is it still worth wearing your
fitness tracker to bed at night?

Most smartwatches and fitness
trackers have what’s called a tri-axis
accelerometer in them. That’s a
techy way of saying there’s an accel-
erator in your wearable. It’s a small
device made up of axis-based motion

sensing and it tracks movement in
every direction. Some even come
with a gyroscope to measure orienta-
tion and rotation. Using a process
called actigraphy, your tracker trans-
lates your wrist movements into
sleep patterns.

As you can imagine it’s not always
accurate and there’s some guesswork
involved in that process. That’s
because actigraphy just tracks one
thing – movement. And there’s so
much more to monitoring sleep than
simply tossing and turning.

Brainwaves, eye movements, and
breathing are also required to deter-
mine the difference between deep
REM sleep and light sleep.

Psychologist Kelly Glazer Baron,
PhD, MPH from the Rush University
Medical Center, published a report in
the Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine
on the impact of fitness trackers on
sleep.

Baron states that part of the prob-
lem lies in the technology itself.
Citing multiple studies, Baron’s
report states that these increasingly
popular devices "are unable to accu-

rately discriminate stages of sleep."
As Baron explains, "They are not able
to differentiate between light and
deep sleep." Furthermore, "they
might call it sleep when you're read-
ing in bed."

While reliability is questionable,
fitness trackers can be a useful
guide. Countless studies have varied
in their results of fitness tracker reli-
ability but for the most part, the con-
sensus is that actigraphy is generally
accurate enough to track sleep in
healthy adults with normal sleep pat-
terns. It’s just not as accurate

Well, it all comes down to psychol-
ogy. Maybe you give yourself a pat on
the back after your fitness tracker

tells you you’ve had 8 hours sleep
(regardless of how accurate it is).

And that’s a good thing. Even
before wearable technology was
invented, it was well known that
tracking anything related to your
health made you more aware of your
choices. When you count steps, you
tend to do more steps. When you
write down your calories, you tend to
be more conscious of what you’re
eating. Tracking can also help you
stick to your health goals or resolu-
tions. Rather than only focussing on a
big health goal such as losing 20
kilos, tracking gives you small daily
goals towards improved health. You
feel more successful when goals are
broken down into smaller bite-size
chunks.

On the other hand, if you have a
tendency toward perfectionism, not
achieving the 8 hours sleep dictated
by your tracker could produce more
anxiety which in turn affects your
sleep. People pursuing the "quanti-
fied self," says Baron, referring to
data-driven obsessions, rely on the
daily acquisition of data to enhance

their mental and physical life. But,
she adds, "some people do take it too
far, and that can be stressful." Short
answer is it cannot track light vs deep
sleep.

Smartwatch is equipped with tri-
axis accelerometer and heart rate
monitor (the one that sit on the back
of the watch with red or green light).

With this technology they use an
algorithm to determine whether you
are in active or sleep state. But it
can't track the quality of your sleep
as to get this data you need to meas-
ure brain activity, eye movement too.

HHooww  ddooeess  tthhee  MMii  BBaanndd  ttrraacckk  mmyy
sslleeeepp??

The answer , with the help of
“Accelero-meter”. Accelero-meter
measure how much you move , the
movements you do etc. Let me give
you the details : When you are awake
, you make a lot of movements and
the accelero-meter in the band will
identify that you are not asleep.
When you are asleep, you make
minor movements only, so it knows
that you are sleeping. That’s how the
Mi band tacks your sleep.

How do fitness bands track my sleep? 

JAYAN JOSE THOMAS

 How do they 
sense the light sleep
and deep sleep?
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BRIEF

Xebia 
New Delhi: US-based
IT company Xebia is
planning to hire 1,200
staff in India by
March 2023 as the firm
sees growth opportu-
nities in the digital
transformation space
despite a weak macro-
economic situation, a
top company official
has said. Xebia Global
CEO Anand Sahay
told PTI that all enter-
prises are looking to-
wards transformation
and demand in the
segment is high,
which is the reason
the company is open-
ing up new centres
across the globe, in-
cluding India, and
also planning to ac-
quire firms working
on artificial intelli-
gence, cloud comput-
ing, augmented and
virtual reality etc.

Ather Energy
Chennai: Electric
two-wheeler maker
Ather Energy on
Sunday said it has
drawn up plans to set
up 150 fast-charging
grids in Tamil Nadu
by the end of the cur-
rent financial year.
The company recently
inaugurated its first
experience centre in
Salem under its move
to expand retail foot-
print in the state. With
the inauguration of
the experience centre,
Ather Energy has
nine retail stores in
Tamil Nadu.

Licious
New Delhi: Meat and
meat products online
platform Licious ex-
pects its revenue to
cross the Rs 1,500 crore
mark in 12 months but
it is not planning an
initial public offer be-
fore 2025-26, according
to company co-
founder Vivek Gupta.
The company, which
serves 28 Indian cities,
including Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Delhi-
NCR, Chandigarh,
Mumbai, Pune,
Chennai and Kolkata,
through its online
channel, is also look-
ing to have presence
through offline retail
stores besides expand-
ing its product offer-
ings. "We are right
now at around Rs 1,000
crore run rate.

Danfoss India 
Chennai:Danfoss
India, a leader in heat-
ing, ventilation and air-
conditioning has set a
target to more than dou-
ble its India business
revenues by focusing on
its core business seg-
ments, the company
said on Sunday. The
company aims to garner
revenues of Rs 5,000
crore by 2025 and as part
of the growth strategy it
has planned to strength-
en its footprint across
the country. For the cal-
endar year 2022 the com-
pany expects to end
with a revenue of more
than Rs 2,000 crore.

Punjab & Sind Bank
New Delhi: State-
owned Punjab & Sind
Bank expects to clock
a net profit of around
Rs 1,100 crore in the
current financial year
on the back of resolu-
tion of bad loans. The
bank has given a NPA
recovery guidance of
Rs 2,000 crore for the
ongoing fiscal, Punjab
& Sind Bank
Managing Director
Swarup Kumar Saha
told PTI in an interac-
tion. Out of this, Rs
700 crore has already
been realised, he said,
adding some big reso-
lutions like Sintex
Industries and
Meenakshi Energy
are going to happen in
the coming quarter.

FASHION  SHOW

A model walks the runway during the Original Fashion Week at the

Complejo Cultural Los Pinos, the former official residence of the

President of Mexico, in Mexico City. Textile designers inspired by

traditional Mexican motifs, embroidery and colors are exhibiting

their work at a fashion fair in Mexico City promoted by the gov-

ernment to support marginalized Indigenous communities.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India will take over the
chair of the Global
Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence for 2022-23 at a
meeting of the body in
Tokyo on November 21,
the Ministry of
Electronics and IT said on
Sunday. In the election to
the Council Chair, India
had received more than a
two-thirds majority of
first-preference votes
while Canada and the
United States of America
ranked in the next two
best places in the tally - so
they were elected to the
two additional govern-
ment seats on the Steering
Committee, the ministry
said in a statement.

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar will repre-
sent India at the handover
ceremony in Tokyo.

"Close on the heels of as-

suming the presidency of
G20, a league of world's
largest economies, India
will take over the chair of
the Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence
(GPAI), an international
initiative to support re-
sponsible and human-cen-
tric development and use
of Artificial Intelligence
(AI)," the statement said.

GPAI is a congregation
of 25 member countries,

including the US, the UK,
the EU, Australia, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, New
Zealand, the Republic of
Korea, and Singapore.

India joined the group
as a founding member in
2020. "Rajeev
Chandrasekhar will repre-
sent India at the GPAI
meeting to be held in
Tokyo on November 21,
2022 for the symbolic
takeover from France,
which is the outgoing
Council Chair," the state-
ment said. For the 2022-
2023 Steering Committee,
the five government seats
will therefore be held by
Japan (as Lead Council
Chair and Co-Chair of the
Steering Committee),
France (Outgoing Council
Chair), India (Incoming
Council Chair), Canada
and the United States.

"India occupying the
chair also signifies how

the world today perceives
India as a Trusted
Technology partner and
one that has always advo-
cated for the ethical use of
technology for transform-
ing citizens' lives," the
statement said.

AI is expected to add
USD 967 billion to the
Indian economy by 2035
and USD 450 500 billion to
India's GDP by 2025, ac-
counting for 10 per cent of
the country's USD 5 tril-
lion GDP target.

GPAI is a first-of-its-type
initiative for evolving bet-
ter understanding of chal-
lenges and opportunities
around AI using the expe-
rience and diversity of
participating countries.

The alliance will look to
bridge the gap between
theory and practice by
supporting advanced re-
search and applied activi-
ties on AI-related priori-
ties.

India to take over Chair of Global

Partnership on AI for 2022-23

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev

Chandrasekhar will represent
India at the handover 
ceremony in Tokyo.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Foreign investors have
been aggressively buying
Indian equities in
November, investing Rs
30,385 crore this month so
far, on stabilisation in
rupee and resilience of
the domestic economy
compared to global coun-
terparts.

However, going for-
ward, buying by Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
is unlikely to turn very
aggressive as high valua-
tions in India are a head-
wind, said V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.

Further, valuations in
markets like China, South
Korea and Taiwan are
very attractive now and so
more FPI money is likely
to move to these markets,
he added. According to
data with the deposito-
ries, FPIs invested a net
sum of Rs 30,385 crore in
equities during
November 1-18.

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 20 (PTI):

Air India Express would
be starting two new inter-
national services from the
State capital of Kerala to
the Middle-East in the
next two weeks.

The new flights from
Thiruvananthapuram to
Dammam in Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain would com-
mence from December 1
and November 30 respec-
tively, said the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport Ltd
(TIAL) in a release.

Air India Express would
be the second airline to op-
erate services in the
Thiruvananthapuram-
Bahrain sector with the
other one being Gulf Air
which is operating seven

flights a week, the release
said and added that it
would be the first service
in the
Thiruvananthapuram -
Dammam sector.

T h e
Thiruvananthapuram-
Bahrain flight would de-
part here on Wednesdays
and Sundays at 5.35 PM
and reach there at 8.05 PM
(local time), the release
said. From Bahrain, it
would depart at 9.05 PM
(local time) and reach
Thiruvananthapuram at
4.25 AM, it said.

New Air India Express flights
to Bahrain, Dammam soon

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India will still grow at 6-7
per cent in the next 2023-24
fiscal even as the economy
may be affected by uncer-
tain global conditions, for-
mer Niti Aayog Vice-
Chairman Rajiv Kumar has
said amid growing fears of
the world slipping into a re-
cession.

Kumar further said there
is a synchronized down-
turn in the US, Europe,
Japan and also in China
and that could take the glob-
al economy into a recession
in the coming months.

"Thankfully, there is no
such prospect of recession
in India, because although
our growth may be nega-
tively affected by the global

conditions, we will still
manage to grow at 6-7 per
cent in 2023-24," he told PTI
in an interview.

The World Bank on
October 6 projected a 6.5 per
cent growth rate for the
Indian economy for 2022-23,
a drop of one percentage
point from its June 2022
projections, citing the dete-
riorating international en-
vironment, while IMF pro-
jected a growth rate of 6.8

per cent in 2022 as com-
pared to 8.7 per cent in 2021
for India. IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva has
said the global economy is
moving from a world of rel-
ative predictability to one of
greater uncertainty.

Replying to a question on
high inflation, Kumar said
retail inflation will proba-
bly be in the range of 6-7
per cent for some more
time. "After that, my esti-
mate is that it should begin
to peak and then come
down," he said. Kumar
added that depends a lot on
global oil prices as it can
continue to rise because of
the continued conflict in
Ukraine. "But otherwise do-
mestic drivers of inflation
will cool down," he noted.

No prospect of recession in India, economy
to grow 6-7 pc in next fiscal: Rajiv Kumar

FPIs invest 

Rs 30,385 cr in Indian

equities in Nov so far

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

The government's
decision to remove
the export duty on
steel products will
help improve the fi-
nancial and opera-
tional performance
of steel players, a top
official of Jindal
Steel and Power Limited
(JSPL) said.

Steel companies faced
distress in the July-
September quarter of the
ongoing financial year due
to various factors, includ-
ing high input costs, JSPL
Managing Director
Bimlendra Jha told PTI in
a telephonic interaction.

Asked about the impact

of the government's action,
Jha said "it was a much

awaited move"
which will improve
financial and opera-
tional performance
of steel makers.

In the July-
September quarter,
the top domestic
steel makers, in-

cluding JSPL, Tata Steel
and JSW Steel, have either
reported losses or posted a
sharp fall in their net prof-
its citing adverse market
conditions. The govern-
ment has cut the export
duty on steel products and
iron ore to nil with effect
from November 19, 2022 --
six months after imposi-
tion of the levy on May 21.

Export duty removal to help 
financial, operational performance

of steel makers: JSPL MD

Mumbai, Nov 20: 

Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(BPCL), a ‘Maharatna’
and a Fortune Global 500
Company, Oil Marketing
Companies, today an-
nounced the commission-
ing of its first In & Out
store at Solanki Fuels, in
Chhattisgarh district.

This first In & Out store
of Chhattisgarh state was
inaugurated by the Head
(New Businesses) of
Bharat Petroleum  Biju
Gopinath in the presence
of Territory Manager
Retail  Shramik Panchal
and Territory Manager,
LPG, Dilip Meena. BPCL
retail outlet, Solanki
Fuels at Uttai was com-
missioned on 1st April
1996 and since then it’s
been serving the people of
Uttai and surrounding

villages with utmost reli-
ability and optimum qual-
ity.

BPCL aspires to build
One BPCL network com-
prising of 10,000 Such
Outlets and 1 Lakh
“Womenpreneurs” whom
they called Urja Devi’s.
These Urja Devi’s will be
BPCL’s mascot in deep
rural areas of the country
representing the trust

and values which BPCL
has built over the years.

A pilot project of total
30 In & Out stores with
Village level Ecosystem of
300 professionally trained
women entrepreneurs
has already been
launched in March 2022.
Now we are further ex-
panding our network by
commissioning next set of
In & Out stores, Solanki

Fuels being the first such
In & Out store in
Chhattisgarh.

These physical stores
will be having a digital
backbone ensuring a con-
venient and novel shop-
ping experience to the
rural and urban cus-
tomers and thereby incul-
cating a digital habit
amongst the rural masses
and giving an urban expe-
rience. Through these vil-
lage eco centres, BPCL is
taking its fuel and non-
fuel offerings to the rural
customers through a digi-
tal backbone.

The company aims at
converting all its fuel re-
tail outlets to “Energy
Stations’ in the coming
times. This network shall
be able to service any
product and services and
help increase the overall
customer base of BPCL.

BPCL creates opportunities for women entrepreneursVOLKSWAGEN BEETLE

Volkswagen Beetle Owners' Club of Sri Lanka exhibit members' cars during an event
in Colombo on November 20.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Maruti Suzuki expects
substantial increase in its
market share in the sports
utility vehicle (SUV) seg-
ment this fiscal with the new
Brezza and Grand Vitara re-
ceiving robust response, ac-
cording to a senior company
official. The auto major also
plans to introduce more

models in the SUV segment
in the remaining part of the
financial year. "In July we
were at 7.1 per cent (market
share) in the SUV seg-
ment...it increased to 10.8 per
cent in August, 13.01 per cent
in September and 14.4 per
cent in October. So it is show-
ing an increasing trend,"
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
Senior Executive Officer
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava told
PTI in an interaction.

He noted that the market
share would have increased
further if the company had
not faced supply issues with
Brezza last month. "I would
not like to project a going for-
ward figure but can safely
say that we are expecting a
good increase (in market
share) this fiscal as we ex-
pect to launch a few more
SUVs," Srivastava said.

Expect substantial increase
in SUV market share this

fiscal: Maruti Suzuki

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
Senior Executive Officer

Marketing & Sales Shashank
Srivastava.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India's largest oil and
gas producer ONGC will
this year reverse years of
decline in production and
gradually raise output
thereafter as it invests bil-
lions of dollars to produce
from newer discoveries,
company's management
told investors in a call.

Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) in
fiscal year 2021-22 pro-
duced 21.707 million tonne
of crude oil, which is re-
fined to produce petrole-
um products like petrol
and diesel, and 21.68 bil-
lion cubic meter (bcm) of
natural gas, which is used
to produce electricity,
manufacture fertilizer and
as CNG in automobiles.

In current fiscal year
(2022-23), crude oil produc-
tion is slated to rise to
22.823 million tonne and

gas to 22.099 bcm. In the
following fiscal year, oil
production will climb to
24.636 million tonne and to
25.689 million tonne in
2024-25, the management
told investors in a call post
announcement of second
quarter earnings last
week.

Natural gas production
is slated to rise to 25.685
bcm in 2023-24 and to
27.529 bcm in the following
year.

"We have reversed the

declining trend," ONGC
Director (Finance) Pomila
Jaspal said.

ONGC, which con-
tributes around 71 per cent
to India's domestic produc-
tion, has reported a grad-
ual decline in output for
over a decade now prima-
rily because its fields are
old and ageing.

The government has
considered giving away
ONGC's biggest oil and gas
fields to private and for-
eign companies in an at-
tempt to boost output but
this has faced internal re-
sistance.

ONGC is now investing
Rs 59,000 crore in 20 major
projects, including in
bringing to production oil
and gas reserves found in
deepsea KG block KG-
DWN-98/2 (KG-D5) and
fourth phase redevelop-
ment of mainstay
Mumbai High fields.

ONGC to reverse oil, gas output decline;
sees 18% jump in production in FY25

ONGC Director (Finance)
Pomila Jaspal.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

Eight of the 10 most val-
ued firms together added
Rs 42,173.42 crore in mar-
ket valuation last week,
with ICICI Bank, Infosys
and TCS emerging as the
biggest gainers.

Barring Reliance
Industries and Hindustan
Unilever Limited, rest
eight firms, including
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India and
HDFC, made gains in their
valuation. Last week, the
BSE benchmark Sensex
dipped 131.56 points or 0.21
per cent. The market valu-
ation of ICICI Bank
jumped Rs 9,706.86 crore to
stand at Rs 6,41,898.91
crore. Infosys added Rs
9,614.89 crore to reach Rs
6,70,264.99 crore. The valu-
ation of Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) climbed Rs

9,403.76 crore to Rs
12,22,781.79 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of Bharti
Airtel advanced Rs 5,869.21
crore to Rs 4,65,642.49
crore and that of HDFC in-
creased Rs 3,415.33 crore to
Rs 4,85,234.16 crore.

HDFC Bank's mcap
climbed Rs 1,508.95 crore
to Rs 8,99,489.20 crore and
that of State Bank of India
(SBI) grew by Rs 1,383.32
crore to Rs 5,37,841.73
crore.

Adani Enterprises' valu-
ation advanced Rs 1,271.1
crore to Rs 4,58,263.35
crore.

However, the market val-
uation of Reliance
Industries tanked Rs
22,866.5 crore to Rs
17,57,339.72 crore and that
of Hindustan Unilever de-
clined by Rs 4,757.92 crore
to Rs 5,83,462.25 crore.

Eight of top-10 firms add 
Rs 42,173 cr in m-cap; ICICI
Bank, Infy biggest gainers

Samantha on
‘Yashoda’ 

success: I am
on cloud nine

O
verwhelmed by the success of her
latest release 'Yashoda', actress
Samantha Ruth Prabhu penned a

thank you note and said that she is on
cloud nine over the love pouring in for
her film. Samantha took to Twitter to

thank that audience for the support.
She wrote: "Dear audience, Your appreci-

ation, and love for Yashoda is the greatest gift
and support that I could have ever asked for. I
am overwhelmed with joy and gratitude.
Hearing your whistles and seeing the cele-
brations at the theatres is proof that all the
hard work that the entire team of Yashoda
put in was all worth it!" "I am on cloud
nine. And I want to take this opportunity
to thank everyone, who were involved
with the making of Yashoda. I would
like to especially thank the producer,
Krishna Prasad gaaru, for trusting me
with this project." The actress also ex-
pressed her gratitude to the film's di-
rector and co-stars. She wrote: "And
I am also grateful to the directors,
Hari and Harish, with whom it has
been an absolute pleasure to work.
To my dearest co-actors
Varalaxmi Sarathkumar gaaru,
Unni Mukundan gaaru, and to

rest of the amazing cast, it was
wonderful collaborating and working

with you as well. Humbled and ever grate-
ful. With love, Samantha." 'Yashoda' released on
November 11. It features Samantha as a surrogate
mother, who becomes a victim of a deep-routed
medical scam.

ACROSS

1. Chances

5. Snatch

9. Suez or Erie

14. Actor Richard ____

15. Talk wildly

16. Expiate

17. Cleaned (clothes)

19. Endures

20. Shade source (2 wds.)

21. Free-for-alls

22. Land measure

24. Wind direction (abbr.)

25. Invent

29. Competed

31. Venomous viper

34. Bound

35. Peach variety

37. Painter's stand

39. Unrefined metal

40. Moves upward

41. ____ Graham Bell

43. Toast spread

44. Kitchen and parlor (abbr.)

45. Pitch

46. Fall flowers

48. Clique

49. Diplomacy

51. Gasoline rating

54. Country near Greenland

59. Work hard

60. Housewife

62. Shoestrings

63. Small bills

64. Roosevelt coin

65. Smells

66. Apollo and Zeus

67. Winter flakes

DOWN

1. Gawk

2. Bargain

3. Percussion instrument

4. Posted

5. Athens' country

6. More unusual

7. Park or Madison (abbr.)

8. Sleeping place

9. Chart of days

10. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)

11. Snout

12. Penny ____

13. Not as much

18. Mild expletive

21. Athletic event

23. Asian mountain

25. Cloudless

26. Kingdom

27. Soothes

28. Summit

30. Froster

31. Theater walkway

32. Look of contempt

33. Mexican coins

35. Indicates assent

36. Ruckus

38. Tardiness

42. Memo

46. Admittance

47. Plant stalk

48. Screen ____

50. Pointed a gun

51. Norwegian port

52. Dressed

53. Folded tortilla dish

55. Young boys

56. Similar

57. "Finding ____"

58. Attracted

60. Swine

61. Lennon's Yoko ____
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I
ndian actor Karthik
Sivakumar, profession-
ally known as Karthi,

is a name that needs no in-
troduction. The actor, who
was most recently seen in
the Mani Ratnam mag-
num opus 'Ponniyin
Selvan: Part 1', considers
the director his mentor
and was ready to take up
any role in the film - even
of a horse - because he did-
n't want to miss his chance
of working with the direc-
tor,known for films like
'Roja', 'Bombay', 'Guru' and
'Yuva' among several oth-
ers. Sharing his thoughts
on 'Ponniyin Selvan: Part
1' and how he was cast, he
said: "'Ponniyan Selvan',
the name itself has a huge
identity for the Tamil
Diaspora. People have
owned this novel (the film
is based on the bestselling
novel of the same name by
author Kalki) and resonat-
ed with its characters. The
particular book has been
relevant for a long time, is

still having massive fan-
dom and is a best seller
with exhibitions every
year." Continuing further,
he said: "Great filmmakers
have aspired to make it
into a movie and it has
been elusive. Finally, Mani
Ratnam completed the
task. I received a phone
call saying that Mani sir
would like to meet me and
that he wants me to play a
part in this movie. I
walked into his office
which is when he offered
me the role of
Vandiyathevan. Who
would say no to that!? I was
ready to even play a horse
in the film if Mani Sir
wanted me to do it. He is
my guru." The actor, speak-
ing with IMDb also spoke
about his blockbuster film
'Kaithi' as he said: "'Kaithi'
is definitely one of the im-
portant films in my career.
It came to me as a small
idea but the moment I lis-
tened to it, I knew it was a
big action film.

Karthi: I was ready to
even play a horse in ‘PS 1’

Shemaroo Umang is all
set to bring a thrilling

fantasy drama ‘Raazz
Mahal’ produced by
Rashmi Sharma. The pro-
mos of the show have al-
ready become the talk of
the town with their prom-
ising content. It’s recently
reported that the makers
have locked Himanshu
Soni as the lead actor.
Himanshu Soni has been
working in the industry
for more than a decade he
did his debut in 2011.
Himanshu has been roped
in by the creators of the
show to play the lead role
alongside Neha Harsora.
He will portray the all-im-
portant character of a
young and daring man,
Adhiraj. The story nar-
rates the tale of Dakini
who is on a quest for royal

blood to justify her im-
moral intentions. The
story also depicts good tri-
umphing over evil and will
recreate the magic of fairy
tales and love stories.

Nearing its Grand finale,
COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla

Jaa 10’ has been keeping its
viewers hooked and enter-
tained with its mind-blowing
and breathtaking acts.
Returning after a hiatus of 5
years, the show’s tenth sea-
son has been bigger and
grander than ever as it traces
the dancing journeys of
celebrities from different
walks of life. The evergreen
beauty and one of its
esteemed judges, Madhuri
Dixit Nene has been synony-
mous with the show across
several seasons. Giving off
fashion goals, the ethereal
diva makes a statement in
every episode. From stunning
classics to the choicest tradi-
tional attire, Madhuri’s glam-
ourous looks are lessons in
keeping it stylish. Playing

with colours and flattering sil-
houettes have been the con-
stant themes in her style file.
Here are a few gorgeous
fashion moments that
Madhuri aced on the dance
reality show:
1. Madhuri Dixit Nene looks

mesmerising in a metallic
black blouse with a printed
lehenga on the festive occa-
sion of Ganesh Chaturthi on
the sets of COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’
2. Madhuri Dixit Nene paints a
beautiful picture in a blue

lehenga and steals the show
on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa 10’
3. Madhuri Dixit Nene dons an
exquisite yellow floral tradi-
tional ensemble for one of the
episodes on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10'

4. Madhuri Dixit brings fes-
tive joy to COLORS’ ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’ in an embel-
lished beige jacket-styled
kurta and sharara.
5. The Dhak-Dhak girl
Madhuri Dixit looks fabulous
in her sheer dark green
sequined saree and makes
heads turn on COLORS’
‘Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10’
6. Madhuri Dixit Nene rocks
this ethnic look comprising of
a gorgeous ochre yellow
saree for one of the episodes
on COLORS’ ‘Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa 10’

Madhuri’s style diary on ‘Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10’ brings a dose of glam

Y
ukti Kapoor who
essays the role of
SI Karishma

Singh in Sony SAB’s
Maddam Sir, ex-
pressed, “There is not a
single day when we
don’t appreciate the
presence of Television
in our lives. Since
childhood and till now
Television is growing
its landscape and con-
necting the world to-
gether through its
ever-evolving content.
From the early days of
Mahabharat and
Ramayana, the indus-
try has come a long
way in showing pro-
gressive and relatable
content that suits the
viewer's choice. I’ve
been in the TV indus-
try for 12 years now
and it gives me im-
mense pleasure to be a
part of such a huge
and loving platform.
On the occasion of
World Television Day, I
want to thank all those
who make TV viewing
such a wonderful expe-
rience for us, each day.”
Gulki Joshi who plays
the role of SHO
Haseena Malik in Sony
SAB’s Maddam Sir,

said,“We have all
grown up using televi-
sion so much in our
early days that it has
become an integral
part of our lives. I re-
call racing home from
school to watch my
favourite cartoons and
television shows. It
was fascinating to see
how these actors por-
trayed various roles.
As a child, I dreamed of
pursuing various ca-
reers, which changed
every year, but later on,
the shows I watched
had a strong influence
on me to decide what
and where I wanted to
be- which is to join the
television industry.
Today, I am grateful to
be a part of this indus-
try, and I observe World
Television Day each
year to commemorate
my journey."

Maddam Sir’s
Chingari Gang lead
Rachanaa Parulkkar
said,"For me, televi-
sion is something I can
unwind with since it
helps me to relax after
a tiring day or some-
times watching con-
tent that helps me
grow as an actor.

Sony SAB artists share
their fond memories
from their TV days

B
ollywood actress
Kajol reunited
with her maiden

film 'Bekhudi' co-star
Kamal Sadanah after

three decades on the sets
of 'Salaam Venky'.

Director Revathy kept
Kamal's casting as a
mystery specially from

Kajol and surprised her
on the set of the film.

The film features a
huge ensemble of actors
including Vishal

Jethwa, Rajeev
Khandelwal, Prakash
Raj and Rahul Bose. The
trailer also revealed that
Aamir Khan plays an
important role in the
film.

Presented by
Connekkt Media and
produced by Suuraj
Sinngh, Shraddha
Agrawal, and Varsha
Kukreja under the ban-
ner BLIVE Productions
and RTAKE Studios,
'Salaam Venky' is direct-
ed by Revathy and is set
to release in cinemas on
December 9.

Kajol reunites
with her first 

co-star Kamal
Sadanah after 

30 years on
'Salaam 

Venky' set

Himanshu Soni bags a
lead role in ‘Raazz Mahal’

Malayalam star Dulquer
Salmaan, who essayed

the role of a serial killer
with a warped mind in the
psychological crime thriller
film 'Chup: Revenge of The
Artist', has called his role in
the film the most experi-
mental one for him till date.

The film has been direct-
ed by R. Balki, who is
known for his movies such
as 'Cheeni Kum', 'Paa',
'Shamitabh' and 'Pad Man'.
The film, which pays hom-
age to the late director
Guru Dutt's film 'Kaagaz Ke
Phool', which was severely
panned by the critics, tells
the story of an artist who
goes on a killing spree after
he gets continuously criti-
cised.

Talking about his charac-

ter, Dulquer Salmaan said:
"Stepping into the shoes of
the serial killer Danny has
been the most experimental
role till date.

Dulquer Salmaan calls his
‘Chup’ role the most

experimental one so far
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Doha, Nov 20 (AP): 

England will take on
less fancied Iran in their
FIFA World Cup 2022
opener at Khalifa
International Stadium on
Monday. This is the first
time that England and
Iran will be locking horns
in an international
match. While England's
pre-World Cup form has
been poor, Iran have lost
only 3 matches from their
previous 22 games.
Although England are ex-
pected to come out as the
winners of this contest, a
point for Iran from this
match will spice things up
in Group B.

Although the Euro 2020
finalists England are ex-
pected to go deep in the
tournament their form
leading into the World
Cup has been poor. The
Gareth Southgate-coached
side has been winless in
its five previous matches.
The team also suffered the
embarrassment of getting
relegated into the second
tier of the UEFA Nations
League after a 0-1 loss at
the hands of Italy in
September. The team has
only managed to net 4
goals in its last 5 games.

Iran are the 20th-ranked
team in FIFA's men's
rankings. The Asian side
are making their third
successive appearance in
the FIFA World Cup finals.
But the team has failed to
progress to go beyond the
group stages the last two
times.

Iran coach Carlos
Queiroz would be aiming
to create some upsets in
Group B as the team
would be eyeing to
progress into the round
of 16 this year. Although
Iran are the least fancied
side in Group B their
pre-tournament form
holds a lot of promise.

The team has lost just 3
matches in their last 22
contests. Iran were also
their group winner dur-
ing the qualifying cam-
paign for the Qatar

World Cup.
England's shaky de-

fence will be tested by
Iran who like to sit deep
and then launch a count-
er-attack in a jiffy.

Although England are
expected to come out as
the winners of this con-
test, a point for Iran from
this match will spice
things up in Group B.

Doha, Nov 20 (AP) :

The Netherlands is
looking to make two state-
ments in its opening
World Cup game on
Monday against a Senegal
team that has to quickly
get over the loss of star
forward Sadio Man.

The first is strictly
about soccer and estab-
lishing the team as a con-
tender for the title in
Qatar alongside the likes
of top-ranked Brazil, de-
fending champion France
and Argentina. The Dutch
have gained less attention
in the buildup to the tour-
nament after failing to
qualify for the World Cup
in Russia four years ago,
but arrive as one of the
top form teams in Europe.

"We have a great chance
of also becoming a world
champion," said Dutch
coach Louis van Gaal,
who is back for a third
spell in charge. "There are
few coaches who dare to
speak out like that, but I
say this."

The second statement
the Dutch want to make at
Al Thumama Stadium in
Doha centers around the
long-running criticism of
the World Cup host coun-
try's laws and human
rights record.

The Netherlands soccer
federation is the leader of
the "One Love" anti-dis-
crimination movement
and Dutch captain Virgil
van Dijk is expected to
wear an armband with a
multi-colored heart-
shaped logo in defiance of

a FIFA order to keep poli-
tics out of the World Cup.

The "One Love" arm-
bands are a criticism of
Qatar's laws criminalizing
homosexuality. The
England and Wales cap-
tains have said that they
will also ignore FIFA's di-
rective and wear them
when they open their
World Cup play on
Monday.

Among international
coaches, Van Gaal has
been one of the most out-
spoken critics of letting
the small but wealthy emi-
rate host the World Cup, a
decision which he has
called "ridiculous." He
toned down his criticism
this week in his first press
conference in Qatar but
still made it clear he
would have preferred the
tournament go to a differ-

ent country with more
soccer "experience."

The World Cup will like-
ly be the last major coach-
ing assignment for the 71-
year-old van Gaal, who an-
nounced this year he has
prostate cancer and has
been receiving radiation
treatment.

Netherlands has lost
three World Cup finals in
1974, 1978 and 2010 and al-
though there's a long road
ahead in Qatar, the Group
A game against African
champion Senegal is the
biggest early challenge
for the Dutch and a good
indicator of how far they
might go. Host nation
Qatar and Ecuador are
the other teams in Group
A.

Netherlands is on a 15-
match unbeaten run
under Van Gaal, who also

coached his country to
the semifinals at the 2014
World Cup in one of his
previous spells.

Striker Memphis Depay
said he has recovered
from a hamstring injury,
alleviating the most seri-
ous concern for Van Gaal,
who said he'll still likely
keep the Barcelona for-
ward on the bench
against Senegal.

Senegal coach Aliou
Ciss doesn't have that op-
tion for talisman Man ,
who was ruled out of the
World Cup on Thursday
with injury. Man , 30, un-
derwent surgery for the
right lower leg injury he
sustained in a league
game for Bayern Munich
two weeks ago, removing
Senegal's most potent at-
tacking threat and the
heart of the team.

FIFA WORLD CUP 2022

England Vs Iran: A spicy contest

England's forward Harry Kane takes part in a training session at the Al Wakrah SC Stadium in 
Al Wakrah, south of Doha, on November 20 on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football 
tournament Group B match between England and Iran.

England's squad has a couple of players who are dealing with injuries ahead of
the team's tournament opener. Defender Kyle Walker and midfielder James
Maddison have traveled to Qatar despite being injured. The two players are highly
likely to miss the match against Iran.

Iran's center-forward Sardar Azmoun had minor injury concerns but he is ex-
pected to be fit enough to have some game time under his belt against England.

Formation (3-4-3)
Pickford, Maguire, Dier, Stones, Shaw, Rice, Bellingham, Tripper, Sterling, Kane,

Saka

Formation (4-5-1)
Beyranvand, Moharrami, Pouraliganji, Hosseini, Mohammadi, Jahanbakhsh,

Noorollahi, Ezatolahi, Hajisafi, Amiri, Taremi

The match will kick off at 6:30 PM IST and will be beamed live on Sports18 and
Sports18 HD. Fans can also stream the action online on JioCinema’s official website.

Team News

England’s possible starting XI

Iran’s possible starting XI

Where to watch and match timing:

Dutch aim for World
Cup statements against

Man-less Senegal

Netherlands' players take part in a training session at Qatar University in Doha on November 20 on
the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match between Senegal and Netherlands.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 20 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav dis-
played his unmatched su-
periority in the shortest
format with a breathtak-
ing hundred as India out-
played New Zealand by 65
runs in the second T20
here on Sunday. Surya
struck a sensational 111
not out off 51 balls for his
second T20 century and
fired India to 191 for six.

Promoted to number
three, the 32-year-old toyed
with the bowlers to lift
India to a challenging total
after New Zealand put the
visitors in to bat.

He smashed boundaries
and sixes at will, his last 64
runs coming off just 18
balls. His entertaining in-
nings had 11 fours and
seven sixes and his strike
rate was an incredible
217.64. New Zealand
bowlers appeared clueless
as Surya kept strung to-
gether some extraordi-
nary shots.

The hosts kept losing
wickets in the run chase
and never looked in hunt.
In the end, New Zealand
were all out for 126 in 18.5
overs. With first game
being washed out, India
now lead the three match
series 1-0 with the final
game to be played on
Tuesday.

New Zealand were dealt
a setback at the start of
the chase when the dan-
gerous Finn Allen went for
an expansive drive off a
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
outswinger only to be
caught at third man.

Opener Devon Conway
(25 off 22) and skipper
Kane Williamson (61 off
52) stitched a 56-run stand
but could not find the big
hits that were needed to
keep up with the asking
rate.

Conway was caught at
deep backward square leg
while going for the sweep
against Washington
Sundar. The big hitting

Glenn Phillips had to do
something special to bring
New Zealand back in the
game. He made his inten-
tions clear with a crisp
slog sweep off Yuzvendra
Chahal that went all the
way but two ball later, the
same shot led to his down-
fall. With New Zealand
struggling to 89 for five in
the 14th over, the game
was as good as over.

It was a good comeback
game Yuzvendra Chahal
(2/26) who surprisingly
did not get a single game

in the recent World Cup.
Part time off-spinner
Deepak Hooda struck
thrice in the 19th over and
ended up with a four wick-
et haul. Skipper Hardik
Pandya did not bowl.

Earlier, India's experi-
ment to open with
Rishabh Pant did not work
as he fell after a sluggish
six off 13 balls. While
Surya was once again in a
league of his own, other
batters who showed intent
but could not go on were
opener Ishan Kishan (36

off 31) and number four
Shreyas Iyer (13 of 9).

India's powerplay ap-
proach was in focus before
the game but not much
was delivered on that
front, with the team reach-
ing 42 for one in six overs.
It might not look simple to
the naked eye but in his
own words, Surya kept it
"simple" and executed his
amazing range of strokes
as per the field place-
ments. If the spinners
pitched it full on off
stump, he was happy to
play the inside out shot
over cover and when the
faster bowlers targeted his
stumps on good length, he
helped the ball sail past
fine leg for a bunch of
sixes. In total, Surya col-
lected 11 fours and seven
sixes. He brought up his
second T20 century off 49
balls with an aerial drive
that went wide of sweeper
cover.

Surya went berserk in
the penultimate over
bowled by Lockie
Ferguson, hammering
four boundaries and a phe-
nomenal six over deep
point. The fast bowler had
clearly run out of ideas
with Surya on song.

The last five overs yield-
ed 72 runs. Tim Southee
bowled a brilliant 20th
over and stemmed the free
flow of runs by taking a
hat-trick. He dismissed
Washington Sundar,
Deepak Hooda and Hardik
Pandya on the trot. The
likes of Umran Malik,
Sanju Samson and
Shubman Gill did not get a
game on Sunday.

Supreme Surya gives India 1-0 series lead
India: 191/6 in 20

overs (Suryakumar
Yadav 111 not out; Tim
Southee 3/34).

New Zealand: 126 all
out in 18.5 overs (Kane
Williamson 61; Deepak
Hooda 4/10).

Brief Scores
New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI):

India batter Cheteshwar
Pujara has been presented
with the prestigious
Arjuna award five years
after he was recommend-
ed for the honour. Pujara
could not attend the
awards ceremony back in
2017 due to his cricketing
commitments. On
Saturday, he finally got his
hands on the trophy at a
hand over ceremony here.
"Thankful to
@IndiaSports @BCCI and
@ianuragthakur to organ-
ise and handover the
Arjuna Award belatedly,

which I could not collect
the year it was awarded to

me due to my cricket com-
mitments. Honoured and

grateful," he tweeted after
getting the award from
Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur.

Pujara, who plays do-
mestic cricket for
Saurashtra, is in the na-
tional capital for the Vijay
Hazare Trophy.

He will be a part of
India A squad that will
tour Bangladesh ahead of
the two-Test series in the
neighbouring country
next month. A veteran of
96 Tests, Pujara had made
a comeback into the
Indian team following ex-
emplary performances in
county cricket.

Pujara finally gets his hands on Arjuna award

Cheteshwar Pujara has been presented with the prestigious
Arjuna award from Sports Minister Anurag Thakur.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 20 (PTI):

India's stand-in captain
Hardik Pandya under-
stands that batters will not
be successful every time
they are given the ball to
do the job but he wants to
see more batting all-
rounders in his side for
better bowling options.

After Suryakumar
Yadav slammed an unbeat-
en 51-ball 111, Deepak
Hooda used his off-breaks
to dismiss four batters,
contributing in team's
comprehensive 65-run win
over New Zealand in the
second T20I. Hooda is an
effective batter in the
lower middle order too.

"Can't get any better
than this. Everyone
chipped it but it was sure-
ly a special innings by
Surya. We would have
taken a score of 170-175,"
Pandya said during the
post-match presentation.

"Bowlers did well and it
was about being aggres-
sive in the mindset. It
doesn't mean taking a
wicket every ball, but
being aggressive with the
ball is important.

"The conditions were

very wet, so credit to the
bowlers. I have bowled a
lot, going forward I want to
see more bowling options.
Not always that this will
work but I want more bat-
ters to chip in with the
ball," he added. Former
players such as Anil
Kumble and Michael
Vaughan have pointed out
India's lack of bowling op-
tions after their exit from
the T20 World Cup, pitch-
ing for more batting all-
rounders. Pandya, who is
captaining the team in ab-
sence of Rohit Sharma,
said his job as a leader is to
provide the team the right
environment in the dress-
ing room. "I expect them to
be professional, which they
are. Give them the opportu-
nity to enjoy themselves.

I want more batters to
chip in with ball: Hardik

Turin, Nov 20 (AP):

Novak Djokovic kept his bid for
a record-equaling sixth ATP
Finals title alive by beating
Taylor Fritz of the United States
to reach the final of the presti-
gious season-ending tourna-
ment.
The Serb will face the third-
seeded Casper Ruud in
Sunday's final as he attempts to
win his first title at the event
since 2015 and match Roger
Federer's record. Djokovic, who
went unbeaten through the
group stage, beat Fritz 7-6 (5),
7-6 (6) in just under two hours
in Turin, securing the win on his

second match point. He has
now won all six of his encoun-
ters against the 25-year-old
Fritz. Djokovic had to recover
quickly from a grueling three-
hour win over Daniil Medvedev
in his final group match, which
had ended less than 24 hours
previously. "I had to fight to
survive," Djokovic said. "I didn't
feel very reactive today or very
comfortable. I knew coming
into today's match from yester-
day's grueling battle against
Medvedev I knew it would take
me some time to adjust and
find the dynamic movement I
need against Fritz, who is one
of the best servers on the tour.

Djokovic to face
Ruud in final as he

bids to match record
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Volunteers and actvists partcipate in ‘Heritage Walk’ to commemmorate World Heritage Week 2022, in Kolkata, Sunday.

HERITAGE WALK

Participants run during the Navy Half Marathon organised by Western Naval Command, in Mumbai, Sunday. 

HALF MARATHON
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New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

While the UN climate
summit in Egypt conclud-
ed with a landmark deci-
sion to establish a fund to
address loss and damage,
the outcome on other cru-
cial issues such as India’s
call for phasedown of all
fossil fuels reflected little
progress when compared
to the deal struck a year
ago in Scotland.

India termed COP27
“historic” for securing an
agreement on establishing
a fund to address loss and
damage due to climate
change-induced disasters,
saying “the world has
waited far too long for
this”. On the establish-

ment of a work program
on climate action in agri-
culture and food security,
Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav said the responsibil-
ities to reduce emissions
should not be shifted to
smallholder farmers. The
summit was scheduled to
conclude on Friday but
went into overtime as ne-
gotiators pushed for an
agreement on issues such
as including mitigation,
loss and damage (L&D)
fund and adaptation.

Loss and damage refers
to destruction caused by
climate change-induced
disasters. At one point in
time, the talks veered close
to a collapse but gained

momentum in the final
hours after progress on a
new finance facility to ad-
dress loss and damage, a
long-pending demand of
poor and developing coun-
tries, including India, and
the key element at this
year’s UN climate summit.

The success of the talks
hinged on progress on this
track. Developed nations,
particularly the US, had
opposed this new fund
over fears that it would
hold them legally liable for
massive damages caused
by climate change.

The proposal for a loss
and damage finance facili-
ty was put forward by the
G77 and China (India is
part of this group), least

developed countries and
small island states.
Vulnerable countries had
said that they would not
leave COP27 without it.

The hope at COP27 was
to include a “phasedown of
all fossil fuels, including
oil and gas, as proposed by
India and backed by many
developed and developing
countries including the
EU and the US, but the
final agreement did not es-
sentially build on what
was agreed upon in
COP26. A number of par-
ties rued the agreement
leaving out the call for
peaking of emissions be-
fore 2025 and the weaken-
ing of language on the
transition to green energy.

COP27 ends with historic
compensation fund

Little progress on other issues

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

A week since the arrest
of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, police have
been scouring for evidence
to nail him in court for the
murder of Shradha
Walkar but it remains a
challenge as the crime was
detected after nearly six
months. Circumstantial
evidence and forensic ex-
amination hold the key in
such cases, according to
experts here.

Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in part-
ner Walkar, 27, and sawed
her body into 35 pieces
which he kept in a 300-litre
fridge for almost three
weeks at his house in
Mehrauli before dumping
them across the city over
several days past mid-
night. Noting that it is a
six-month-old murder, for-
mer Delhi Police commis-

sioner S N Shrivastava
said the scene of crime
has been cleaned up and
police are basically de-
pending on the confession
of the accused, who seems
to be a “clever” person.

“It is going to be a very
difficult case and will re-
quire the help of all or-
gans of the criminal jus-
tice system to nail him
down. Police will get what
it can, but the court will
also have to understand
the situation and act ac-
cordingly,” he told PTI.

The police have so far re-
covered 13 body parts,
which are mostly skeletal
remains, but the weapon
used to chop her body is
yet to be recovered, even
as searches continue in
the forest areas of
Mehrauli and other parts
of Delhi, and Gurugram.

Shrivastava said since
Poonawala did a lot of re-

search on how to kill, dis-
pose body and destroy evi-
dence, it is possible he had
also researched on how to
“fool” the police.

On November 17, a
Delhi court granted per-
mission to the police to
conduct a nacro analysis
test on Poonawala. The
test will be conducted at
Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital here in Rohini,
most likely on Monday as
Poonawala’s five-day po-
lice custody ends the next
day. Officers are of the
view that it even though it
will not be admissible in
court, the test could lead to
some crucial evidence to
firm up the case in court.

Another retired Delhi
Police chief, who request-
ed not to be named, said,
“On the basis of the narco
analysis test, if the police
recovered something, it is
relevant. Confession is not

admissible, but it is an aid
to the investigator.”

Stressing that circum-
stantial evidence will play
a crucial role in establish-
ing the guilt of the ac-
cused, a serving Delhi
Police officer said since
the accused and Shradha
were in a live-in relation-
ship, the case would be
strengthened by forensic
evidence and DNA sam-
ples of the recovered body
parts.

“Even if the DNA of one
of those parts matches
with that of her kin, it will
be enough to prove his
guilt. The police are con-
ducting searches and he is
being taken along, so those
things will also be used in
court. The fact that he
gave different versions to
different people about
Shraddha will also go
against him,” the officer
said. Shrivastava said the

case would be a test for the
forensics department be-
cause a lot depends on it.

“The best-possible help
of forensic science needs
to be taken in this case,
and if the accused gets off
scot-free, that will be the
failure of the criminal jus-
tice system of which the
police, courts and foren-
sics all are part of,” he
said. Another retired offi-
cer, who was involved in
infamous Tandoor murder
case investigation, said it
was going to be difficult
for the police to prove
guilt.

“It is only his version
the police are going by.
Despite the meticulous
cleaning he might have
done in the crime scene,
there are chances that
dried blood might be found
from the rubber lining of
the fridge which could nail
his guilt.

Circumstantial evidence, forensic exam vital
In Mehrauli murder investigation

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s daughter Isha
and son-in-law Anand
Piramal have been
blessed with twins - a
boy and a girl, the family
said on Sunday.

They have been named
Aadiya and Krishna.

“We are delighted to
share that our children
Isha and Anand have
been blessed by the
Almighty with twins on
19th November 2022,”
the media statement
from the family said.

While the statement
did not say where the
children were born,
sources said the delivery
took place in the US.

The statement also re-
vealed that they have
been blessed with a baby

boy and a baby girl,
“Isha and the babies,
baby girl Aadiya and
baby boy Krishna are
doing well,” it added.

Ambani has three chil-
dren - twins Akash and
Isha (31 years old) and
son Anant (27 years).
Isha got married to
Piramal Group’s Ajay
and Swati Piramal’s son
Anand on December 12,
2018.

Both have been long-
time childhood friends
and the families too
share a strong bond.

Akash married his
childhood friend Shloka
Mehta, daughter of dia-
mantaire Russell Mehta
and Mona Mehta. The
couple was in December
last year blessed with a
son, Prithvi Akash
Ambani. Anant is ru-

moured to soon get mar-
ried to Radhika
Merchant, daughter of
Viren Merchant, the
CEO of Encore
Healthcare.

Ambani has got all his
three children involved
with his oil-to-telecom-
to-retail conglomerate.
While Akash looks after
the telecom business,
Isha is involved with the
retail venture. Anant is
looking after the new en-
ergy vertical.

Both Isha and Anand
are Ivy League passouts.
While Isha graduated
from Stanford
University, Anand went
to Harvard to do his
MBA. Anand is also the
Executive Director of
the Piramal Group, a
global business conglom-
erate.

Mukesh Ambani’s 
daughter blessed with twins

Surat, Nov 20 (PTI): 

Diamond workers of
Surat could make a differ-
ence to the election out-
come in at least half a
dozen seats of Gujarat
where they have a numeri-
cally significant presence,
political experts say.

There are around 15
lakh diamond workers in
Gujarat, including nearly
seven lakh employed in
units in Surat, which is
the largest hub of cutting
and polishing of these pre-
cious stones.

The remaining workers
are employed in units lo-
cated in Bhavnagar,
Rajkot, Amreli, Junagadh
and a few other northern
districts of the state, as
per industry sources.

Representatives of the
diamond workers in Surat
have already appealed to

the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the op-
position Congress and the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to raise their
concerns about the Rs 200
professional tax being col-
lected from them by the
local civic body and de-

mand for the implementa-
tion of labour laws in the
diamond industry.

These voters played an
important role in helping
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP win 27 out of the total
120 seats in the Surat
Municipal Corporation

elections in 2021, and
could impact the party’s
prospects in the Gujarat
Assembly elections to be
held on December 1 and 5,
experts say.

Nearly seven lakh work-
ers, also known as ‘ratna
kalakars,’ are engaged in

cutting and polishing
rough diamonds in Surat
city, with majority of them
sharing a common connec-
tion as they hail from the
state’s Saurashtra region
and belong to the Patidar
community, political ana-
lyst Dilip Gohil told PTI.

Even workers belonging
to non-Patidar communi-
ties from Saurashtra are
settled in Surat and share
a common bond with
them, he said.

“They know each other
well and are interconnect-
ed...It is easy for the dia-
mond workers to mobilise
support for a particular
political party. Owners of
the diamond cutting and
polishing units, who have
traditionally supported
the BJP, also influence the
decision of their workers
about which party to sup-
port,” Gohil said.

POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Surat diamond workers may impact poll outcome in Gujarat

Buldhana , Nov 20 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday ac-
cused the Narendra
Modi-led central govern-
ment of weakening laws
framed by the United
Progressive Alliance
(UPA) to empower trib-
als, and said his party
will strengthen them fur-
ther after coming to
power again.

Addressing the
Adivasi Mahila Workers’
Sammelan at Jalgaon-
Jamod in Maharashtra’s
Buldhana district,
Gandhi said tribals are
the “first owners” of the
country and have equal
rights like other citizens.

The Modi government
was weakening laws like
the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act, Forest Rights
Act, Land Rights,
Panchayat Raj Act and

the reservation for
women in local bodies,
Gandhi said.

He said PM Modi calls
tribals as ‘vanvasis’.
There are different

meanings of the words
‘adivasi’ and ‘vanvasi’,
he said.

“Vanvasi means you
can live only in jungles,
not in cities, you can’t
become doctor and engi-
neer and can’t travel by
plane,” he said.

Gandhi alleged that
the PM wanted to take
away the tribal land and
give to his industrialist
friends.

‘’When we come to
power, we will strength-
en these laws and frame
new legislations for your
welfare,’’ he said.

Gandhi said his grand-
mother (former prime
minister) Indira Gandhi
would say adivasis were
the first owners of the
country.

‘’You will not under-
stand the country if you
don’t understand the cul-
ture and history of trib-
als,’’ he said.

‘Modi govt weakening laws framed by UPA to empower tribals’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with a young supporter during
the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Buldhana district, Sunday.

New Delhi, Nov 20 (PTI): 

If Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel could unite India
after 1947, the credit really
goes to Shankaracharya,
the son of Kerala, who
made the people aware of
their cultural and spiritu-
al unity more than 1,000
years ago, according to
Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan.

Khan, who is at logger-
heads with the Left
Democratic Front-led gov-
ernment in the state over
various issues, including
the appointment of Vice
Chancellors at various
universities, also said that
Kerala is very friendly to
the “seekers of knowl-
edge”.

In an interview with PTI
here, he said that although
India has cultural and
spiritual unity, the coun-
try for a long period of

time was politically frag-
mented.

“Political unity, national
unity is a recent phenome-
non and for millions of
years, we were politically
fragmented...,” he said.

Talking about Kerala,
Khan, who hails from
Uttar Pradesh, said that
Kerala has a great tradi-
tion and is one of the best
states in India. “It is the so-
ciety to which we should

give the credit. The Kerala
society, people are to be
given the credit. It is peo-
ple like Sree Narayana
Guru.

Kerala had a very op-
pressive feudal system to
the extent that a large
number of women were
not even allowed to wear
their upper garments...
Whenever there is a crisis
moment, some great noble
soul emerges on the scene.

“... if Sardar Patel could
unite India after 1947 and
we could become the
largest democracy and we
could become one nation,
the credit really goes to the
son of Kerala,
Sankaracharya, who more
than 1,000 years back,
made people of India
aware about their cultural
and spiritual unity... I am
not saying to you for the
first time,” the Governor
said.

‘If Sardar Patel could unite India,
the credit goes to Shankaracharya’

Arif Mohammed Khan


