
New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on Saturday

backed his cabinet col-
league Satyendar Jain after
purported videos of him
getting a massage inside the
Tihar jail surfaced online,
saying he was undergoing
physiotherapy for a spinal
injury suffered from a fall in
the prison.

The senior Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader also ac-
cused the BJP of making a
mockery of Jain's treat-
ment and hatching a con-
spiracy to keep him in jail
in a "frivolous" case.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had arrest-
ed Jain and two others on
May 30 in a money launder-
ing case based on a 2017
Central Bureau of
Investigation FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act. The minister has been
accused of having laun-

dered money through four
companies allegedly linked
to him.

"You (BJP) are doing all
this because you are about
to lose the elections. You
have sensed defeat in the
Gujarat and the MCD elec-
tions. You want to win the
elections by making a
mockery of Satyendar
Jain's ailment. Nothing can
be more indecent than
this," Sisodia said and as-
serted that the AAP will

emerge victorious in the
polls. While the two-phase
assembly elections in
Gujarat are slated for
December 1 and 5, the polls
to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) will be held on
December 4. Purported
videos of 58-year-old Jain
lying on a bed and getting a
foot massage in the Tihar
jail here have gone viral on
social media. In the clip, the
AAP leader can be seen
reading some documents
and a man in a white T-
shirt massaging his legs.
There are also videos that
show he is getting his head
and back massaged. The
videos have intensified the
war of words between the
BJP and the AAP ahead of
the polls in Gujarat and the
national capital. Latching
onto the videos, the BJP
questioned AAP national
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's
"silence" on the matter.

Booked
RRuuppnnaaggaarr:: Two men have
been booked for allegedly
pointing a revolver at the
son of National
Commission for
Minorities chairperson
Iqbal Singh Lalpura after
chasing his vehicle, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place when
Lalpura's son Ajayvir
Singh along with his
friend Surinderpal Singh
were returning from
Chandigarh to his farm
house near Nurpurpur
Bedi in this district on
Friday night, they said.

RI
KKoottaa:: A local POCSO
court has convicted two
men for abducting and
raping a 15-year-old girl.
The court has also fined
them Rs 50,000 each.
POCSO Court III Judge
Deepak Dubey convicted
the duo despite four key
witnesses, including the
rape survivor, turning
hostile. Sonu (22) and
Ramavatar (18), both res-
idents of Udhyog Nagar
police station limits in
Kota city, were convicted
on the basis of DNA and
medical reports, POCSO
Court III Public
Prosecutor Lalit Kumar
Sharma said.

Overturn
PPaatthhaannaammtthhiittttaa:: As many
as 43 people including a
boy suffered injuries after
a bus carrying Sabarimala
pilgrims from Andhra
Pradesh met with an acci-
dent and overturned near
Laha in this district on
Saturday. Among them,
the condition of the eight-
year-old boy, identified as
Manikandan, is critical.
The mishap occurred
when the 44 pilgrims
from Vijayawada, were on
their way back after
offering worship at the
hill shrine, police said.
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Indian Air Force's Surya Kiran
team performs during the 'Air

Fest 2022', in Nagpur, Saturday.

Varanasi (UP), Nov 19 (PTI): 

It is the responsibility of
130 crore Indians to pre-
serve the legacy of Tamil
and ignoring it will be a
great disservice to the na-
tion, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Saturday as he stressed on
"removing linguistic differ-
ences and establishing emo-
tional unity".

In his inaugural speech
at the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam here, the prime
minister lamented that de-
spite having one of the
world's oldest living lan-
guages, Tamil, "we lack in
honouring it fully". "This is
the responsibility of 130
crore Indians to preserve
the legacy of Tamil and en-
rich it. ''If we ignore Tamil
we do a great disservice to

the nation and if we keep
Tamil confined in restric-
tions, we will do great harm
to it. We have to remember
to remove linguistic differ-
ences and establish emo-
tional unity," Modi said.

He hailed Kashi and
Tamil Nadu as timeless cen-
tres of culture ('sanskriti')

and civilisation ('sabhyata').
Both regions are also the

centres of the world's oldest
languages like Sanskrit and
Tamil, the prime minister
noted.

"In our country, there is
an importance of 'sangams'
(confluences). From the
confluence of rivers and

streams to ideas-ideology,
knowledge-science and so-
cieties-cultures, we have
celebrated all the conflu-
ences," he said. The Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam is a cele-
bration of India's diversity
and uniqueness. It is special
on its own and is unparal-
leled, he said.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The CBI on Saturday
filed a charge sheet
against former ABG group
chairman Rishi Agarwal
and other individuals and
entities in connection with
the alleged Rs 22,842-crore
bank fraud in the ABG
Shipyard Ltd, officials said
on Saturday.

In its charge sheet filed
before the special CBI
court here, the agency has
named as accused
Agarwal and five individu-
als and 19 companies in-
cluding three Singapore-
based firms, they said.

The 25 against whom
the charge sheet has been
filed include a Mumbai-
based private company; its
chairman & promoter;

then chief financial officer
of the said company; then
vice president (accounts);
then assistant vice presi-
dent (accounts); another
person handling the
group's offshore entities;
then statutory auditor of
the company and 18 other
entities (India-based com-
panies/firms & offshore
entities) in an ongoing in-
vestigation of a case relat-
ed to the alleged fraud of
Rs 22,842 crore (approx).

Mumbai, Nov 19 (PTI):

Veteran actor
Tabassum, known
for her work as a
child artiste in sev-
eral Hindi classics
and also as host of
p o p u l a r
Doordarshan talk
show "Phool Khile
Hain Gulshan
Gulshan", has died
after suffering a cardiac ar-
rest, her son Hoshang Govil
said on Saturday. She was
78. Govil said his mother
had been admitted to a hos-
pital here for the past few

days. On Friday, she suf-
fered two cardiac attacks

and passed away
the night.

"Few days ago,
she was admitted
to a hospital. She
had gastro problem
and we went there
for check-up. She
suffered two car-
diac attacks at 8.40
pm and 8.42 pm.

She passed away peacefully
on Friday night," Hoshang
told PTI. A prayer meeting
in her memory will be held
here Monday evening, the
family informed.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Senior bureaucrat Vibhu
Nayar has been appointed
as Additional Secretary and
Financial Advisor in the
Ministry of External
Affairs as part of a senior-
level bureaucratic reshuffle
effected by the Centre on
Saturday.

Nayar, a 1990 batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of
Tamil Nadu cadre, is at
present Executive Director,
India Trade Promotion

Organisation, Department
of Commerce. Besides him,
Sumita Dawra has been ap-
pointed as Special
Secretary (Logistics),
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade, an order issued by
the Personnel Ministry
said. Shantmanu,
Development Commiss-
ioner (Handicrafts) in the
Ministry of Textiles will be
Additional Secretary and
Financial Advisor, Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food
& Public Distribution.

Sanjay Rastogi, a 1991 batch
IAS officer of the Odisha
cadre, has been appointed
as Additional Secretary &
Financial Advisor, Ministry
of Chemicals & Fertilizers.

He is currently
Development Commiss-
ioner (Handlooms),
Ministry of Textiles.
Sriram Taranikanti,
Additional Secretary, Inter
State Council Secretariat
will be Additional
Secretary & Financial
Advisor, Ministry of Home
Affairs.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Winter Session of
Parliament will begin on
December 7 and conclude
on December 29, with
sources saying it is likely to
be held in the old building
as the new one is still
under-construction.

In separate notifications,
secretariats of both LoK
Sabha and Rajya Sabha no-
tified the dates. The session
is likely to be held in the old
parliament building as the
construction of the new
building may stretch till the
end of the year, the sources
said. "Subject to exigencies
of government business,
the session is likely to con-
clude on Thursday
December 29 2022," similar
notifications issued by both
the Houses said.

Before the start of the
session, both Lok Sabha
Speaker and Rajya Sabha
Chairperson will call all-
party meetings to build con-
sensus for smooth function-
ing of the Houses.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Former bureaucrat
Arun Goel was on
Saturday appointed as
E l e c t i o n
Commissioner.

A Punjab cadre
officer of the 1985
batch, Girl will
join Chief
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rajiv Kumar and
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Anup Chandra
Pandey in the poll panel.

His appointment was
announced by the govern-
ment in a press statement.

Sushil Chandra had re-
tired as the chief election
commissioner in May this
year after which Rajiv
Kumar took charge.

Home » India » Retired
IAS officer Arun Goel...
Retired IAS officer Arun
Goel to be appointed
Election Commissioner:
Govt News9 Staff News9
Staff Updated On: 19 Nov

2022 7:27 PM Retired IAS
officer Arun Goel to be ap-
pointed Election
Commissioner: Govt Arun
Goel retired as Heavy

Industries secre-
tary on November
18. (Photo credit:
Twitter) The gov-
ernment in a
statement said,
"The President is
pleased to appoint
Shri Arun Goel,
IAS (Retd.) (PB:
1985) as the
E l e c t i o n

Commissioner in the
Election Commission
with effect from the date
he assumes the office."
IAS officer Arun Goel will
be appointed as an
Election Commissioner,
the government an-
nounced a day after Goel
took voluntary retirement
from his role as the Heavy
Industries Secretary. The
IAS officer took voluntary
retirement a month before
he was scheduled to retire
officially.
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Deputy CM of Delhi Manish
Sisodia addresses a press 
conference in New Delhi,

Saturday.

Winter Session
of Parliament
from Dec 7-29

Former bureaucrat
Goel appointed EC

CBI files charge sheet against
ex-chairman Rishi Agarwal

‘Preserve legacy of Tamil’

PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Kashi Tamil Sangamam, in Varanasi, Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday hailed
Kashi and Tamil Nadu as
timeless centres of culture
and civilisation.
The two regions are also the
centres of the world's oldest
languages Sanskrit and
Tamil, Modi said in his inau-
gural speech at Kashi Tamil
Sangamam here. "If in Kashi
there is Baba Vishwanath,
then in Tamil Nadu there is
the blessing of Lord
Rameshwaram. Both Kashi
and Tamil Nadu are 'Shivmay'
(drenched in the devotion of
Lord Shiv) and 'Shaktimay'
(drenched in the devotion of
Goddess Shakti)," he said at
the event in his Lok Sabha
constituency.

‘Kashi and TN are 

timeless cultural centres’

Veteran actor Tabassum

dies due to cardiac arrest
Centre effects senior-level

bureaucratic reshuffle

Jailed AAP minister Satyendar
Jain on Saturday moved a
court here seeking contempt
proceedings against the
Enforcement Directorate for
allegedly leaking a CCTV
footage to the media in which
he is seen receiving massage
inside Tihar Jail. Special Judge
Vikas Dhull issued a notice to
the Enforcement Directorate
on Jain's plea, asking the
agency to file its response by
Monday. In his plea, the Aam
Aadmi Party leader has
accused the ED of leaking the
CCTV footage "despite an
undertaking given in the
court" that no material relat-
ed to the case will be
divulged to the media. A
CCTV footage of Jain getting
massage inside Thar Jail
emerged in the mainstream
as well as social media on
Saturday morning. 

Minister for contempt 
proceedings 
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Bhilai, Nov 19: 

A Workshop was organ-
ised on ‘Procurement of
Services’ and ‘Forward
Auction’ through GeM
portal at BSP by
Materials Management
department of SAIL-BSP.
The workshop was inau-
gurated by Ajoy Kumar
Chakravorty, ED (MM) at
Ispat Bhavan on
November 17, 2022. Javed
Ahmed, ED (CMMG) and
other Senior officials
joined the session online
from other locations.

MK Rana, CGM(CC-
Works), Tapan Kumar,
CGM (MM), RK Mishra,
GM CMMG, Ashish
Kumar Saxena, Director-
Buyer Management,
GeM, and Nodal officer
for Ministry of Steel,
Sayantan Roy, Director
(Services) and Category
Management, Shailesh
Kumar, Chief Manager

Product & Forward
Auction, Amit Upadhyay,
Regional Business
Facilitator for CG state
from the GeM team,
Operating Authorities
from different depart-
ments of Non-Works
area, officials of Contract
Cell Works and Contract
Cell Non Works, mem-
bers of Marketing depart-
ment and other officers
were present during the
session.

Ajoy Kumar
Chakravorty, ED (MM) in
his inaugural address

stated that the GeM has
increased in its populari-
ty due to better trans-
parency, simplified proce-
dures, ease of access and
minimal time of transac-
tion. As we are entering
into the Services stream
in the GeM portal, the
session today will ad-
dress practical problems
faced by the users, he
said. Javed Ahmed, ED
(CMMG) stated that there
is a larger scope of inter-
action with Vendors all
across India and this will
bring uniformity in the

procurement process
across SAIL.

At the outset, the wel-
come address was given
by MK Kulkarni, GM I/c
(Contract Cell- Non
Works). The Senior offi-
cials from GeM ad-
dressed various queries
of the participants wrt
AMCs, customised terms
and conditions, details of
online registration, mul-
titude of categories
which can be accessed
and other issues pertain-
ing to the bidding
process.

Siddharth Updhayay,
SM (CCNW) and Pratish
Jagtap, SM (CCNW) gave
a presentation on con-
straints faced by them in
the GeM portal. These
concerns were addressed
by the GeM officials pres-
ent on the occasion.

GeM is a dedicated e-
market for different
goods and services pro-
cured by government or-
g a n i s a t i o n s / d e p a r t -
ments/PSUs but few
know that it was created
in a record time of 5
months. It not only aims

to enhance transparency,
efficiency but also to
bring speed in public pro-
curement. It provides the
tools of e-bidding, re-
verse e-auction and de-
mand aggregation to fa-
cilitate the government
users achieve the best
value for their money.

Workshop organised on ‘Procurement of
Services’ & ‘Forward Auction’ through GeM portal 

Vaccination drive being

shifted from Sector-01

to JLNH-Sector 9 
Bhilai, Nov 19: The
ongoing vaccination
drive at Bhilai Hospital
Sector 1 is being shifted
to JLN Hospital and RC
Sector 9 from
November 21, 2022.
Therefore, citizens are
requested to approach
JLN Hospital and RC
Sector 9 during OPD
hours at OPD No 10(F)
for vaccination.

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

Employees belonging to
Electrical Zone & I & A
Zone of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the
‘Pali Shiromani‘ and
‘Karm Shiromani
Puraskar’ for their exem-
plary work performance
under the ‘Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana’ of
Bhilai Steel Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
winner included Harish
Kumar, AM (ERS) and
Siddhartha Bera, Senior
Manager (INCOS) where-
as Karm Shiromani
Award winners included
Chandra Prakash Sahu,
Technical (EC),
Telecomm, Khorbahara

Ram Netam, Master OCT,
Telecomm, Sant Kumar
Baghel, ACT, INCOS, who
were felicitated for their
exemplary work.

The function was
presided over by Asit
Saha, CGM I/c (M&U).
Sant Kumar Keshkar, GM
I n - c h a r g e
( I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n ) ,
Arjunan Shankar, GM In-
charge (Electrical),
Prabeer Kumar Padhy, GM
(ERS), Ravishankar GM
(INCOS) presented the
award winners with a cer-
tificate of merit, memento
and appreciation letter for
the spouse of the employ-
ee. The programme was
conducted by Personnel
Office of P&E Zone.

BSP employees of Electrical
Zone & I & A Zone felicitated 

Raipur, Nov 19: 

Health Minister T. S.
Singh Deo inaugurated
Central India’ first
‘Cardiovascular Tissue
and Homograft Valve
Bank’ at Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for
Child Heart Care hospi-
tal in Nava Raipur on
Saturday.

Speaking on this occa-
sion he said, “Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital
has been offering unpar-
alleled service to the
world for more than a
decade. With selfless
service, they have saved
more than 20,000 chil-
dren and gave them and
their families a new life
and hope. That too free of
cost!”

“Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital is
not only a major land-
mark of Raipur, but it is
also a jewel in
Chhattisgarh state’s
crown, and India’s pio-
neering Child Heart
Centre. With immense
pleasure and gratitude, I
have dedicated the new

Valve Bank which will be
a boost to heart care serv-
ices in Central India and
will help in saving many
more lives in future,” he
told.

Sadguru Sri
Madhusudan Sai graced
the occasion and said,
“Sri Sathya Sai Health
and Education Trust’s
primary goal is ‘Love all
and serve all’. With these
divine thoughts, we start-
ed serving the under-
served through educa-
tion, nutrition, and
healthcare. The best way

to serve the God is to
serve the needy in this
world. Through our
health mission, we have
reached not only the en-
tire nation, but also
many needy nations
across the globe. The
Valve Bank is one more
feather in Trust’s crown
and our service will con-
tinue forever with more
innovations and commit-
ment.”

On the 10th anniver-
sary of Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for
Child Heart Care, a pro-

gram called ‘Sanjeevani
2000’ was launched. A
total of 2000 selected chil-
dren successfully treated
for CHD with cardiac
surgeries and interven-
tions returned to Nava
Raipur Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital
along with their parents
or guardians. A multidi-
mensional impact assess-
ment of these children
started on Saturday
morning. Besides the im-
pact on health, the mega
assessment program has
a holistic approach as it

also focuses on the socio-
economic status of the
families of the child ben-
eficiaries.

“Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centres, the
flagship institutions of
the Trust have been
blessed in their growth
and direction by their
guiding light revered
Madhusudan Sai. His
love and constant con-
cern have always been
enormous sources of
strength and support,”
said Dr C. Sreenivas,
Chairman of Sri Sathya
Sai Health and Education
Trust which in turn runs
Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centres for
Child Heart Care hospi-
tals and centres.

Former Indian Cricket
Captain Sunil Gavaskar,
Chhattisgarh Medical
Education Department
S e c r e t a r y
Dr.C.R.Prasanna, Dr.
Shaun Setty, Vivek
Narayn Gour and many
other renowned digni-
taries were present dur-
ing the inaugural cere-
mony.

Central India’s first Homograft Valve Bank inaugurated 

Bhilai, Nov 19: Sejal
Singh, a student of
Gurunanak English
Senior Secondary School
Sector-6, made the school
proud by securing first po-
sition in the Netball game
of Khelo Bhilai
Competition 2022 organ-
ized by Durg District
Olympic Association. This
competition will be organ-
ized from 06/11/2022 to
14/11/22 at BSP Higher
Secondary School, Sector-

6. Sejal Singh, a student of
class 9th was awarded with
a gold medal and trophy.
The Chairman of the
school, Sardar Tara Singh
has blessed and congratu-
lated her on the excellent
performance. On this
achievement, Guru Singh
Sabha Sector-6 President
Sardar Kulwant Singh,
Sardar Manjit Singh and
Sardar Gurudev Singh
(Vice President), Sardar
PP Singh Ahluwalia

(Treasurer), Sardar GS
Flora (General Secretary),
Sardar Jasbir Singh,
Sardar Baljit Singh (Joint-
Secretary) and Sardar
Harmeet Singh
(Secretary), Sardar Baldev
Singh (Treasurer), Sardar
Amardeep Singh of School
Education Committee,
Manjinder Singh (mem-
bers) and school principal
Mona Singh have wished
for the bright future of the
student.

Sejal Singh wins gold in Netball

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

Annual Sports meet was
organised on Saturday at
school playground of Sri
Narayana Guru Vidaya
Bhavan Sector-4. Uday
Bhan Singh Chauhan
(three times Winner of
President Award)
Assistant Inspector
General of Police (CID)
was the Chief Guest,
Anant Yadav (Social
Worker) was guest of hon-
our. School Manager VK
Babu, General Secretary,
KS Chandran, Vice presi-
dent TU Sunil, Vice
President (Education)
Vinay Peethambaran and
other respected  digni-
taries of committee mem-
bers, School Principal
Abhay Kumar Singh,
Teaching and Non
Teaching Staff, Parents
and students were present
in the event.

Programme com-
menced with lighting of
the lamp along  with
Saraswati Vandana. All
the dignitaries & guest
were felicitated with floral
greetings and batches fol-
lowed by melodious wel-
come song. An Energetic
March past under the able
guidance of V Janaki  was
presented by NCC  Cadets,
Student School Cabinet
members, House groups,
along with Red Cross
Scouts and guides. The
Principal Abhay Kumar
presented the Annual
Sports reports along with
welcome speech & moti-
vated the students to par-
ticipate in all the events.

The School President
VK  Babu, addressing the
gathering, praised the per-

formance of students at
state and national level,
and urged PTI’s to develop
the sports vitalities & en-
riched the  glory of the
school.

The Vice President
(Education) Vinay
Peethambaran in his ad-
dress said “We should
have physical activity
daily to low down the med-
ical expenses of the coun-
try”. Various Inter House
sports  activities were or-
ganised during the week
long meet and “Thug of
War “ between SN House
and  MT House on closing
ceremony where the SN
House were winners.

The  Chief guest, Guest
of Honour, School
President and other digni-
taries of managements
and Principal together
awarded prizes to the
Winners. Chief guest  in
his address said that
“sports  gives us stress free
life and inspire us for
achieving goals of life.”

Mass Drill was present-
ed by Middle Section
Students under the able
guidance  of Vandana
Shrivastava and Anila
Rajan. Memento was pre-
sented to Chief guest and
Guest of honour by VK
Babu and other digni-
taries. Vote of thanks was
presented by Vice presi-
dent (school) TU Sunil.
Sports flag was lowered
down as a mark of closing
of sports meet by PTI Sir
and Students of NCC. The
Programme ended with
National Anthem. The
Program was successfully
coordinated by Sandhya
Shaji, Sharda Pakhale and
Rajee K Anil.

Annual Sports Meet
organised at SNGVB

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1199::

Durg Police made another sig-
nificant achievement in its
ongoing surgical strike against
online cricket betting rackets of
Mahadev Book App and Reddy
Anna. Police busted 02 panels of
Reddy Anna and Mahadev Book
app which were being operated
from Delhi. The arrested
accused have been brought to
Durg in transit remand. During
preliminary investigation, online
betting money transactions
worth crores of rupees have
been discovered. Transaction
was being done through more
than 27 accounts of different
banks. Police arrested 16
accused and seized 06 nos lap-
tops, 30 nos mobiles, 04 nos
broadband, 19 nos ATM cards,
05 nos cheque books, 01 nos
passbook, 20 nos sim cards, 13
nos registers (accounts), etc.
Police have collected hundreds
of mobile numbers linked to
Reddy Anna and Mahadev app.
Once again, Police busted online
betting at international level. In
the coming days, Durg Police is
likely to make more revelations
after micro analysis of bank
accounts and mobile numbers.
Police are also collecting infor-
mation about the people, who
are residing in foreign countries
to operate this racket. The
recent raids in Delhi were con-
ducted by a joint team of Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit and
Supela Police Station. While

addressing media persons here
at the Police Control Room on
Saturday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that during
investigations, they traced the
whereabouts of some people
involved in Mahadev Book and
Reddy Anna at Saket in Delhi.
Most of the suspects were resi-
dents of Bhilai – Durg area and
were frequently changing their
locations. About 15 days ago,
they were operating from some
place in Punjab and recently
they had shifted to Delhi. A
team of the Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit team confirmed their
presence in two different hous-
es of Saket Colony, Environment
Complex, Delhi. Under the direc-
tion of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and supervision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, CSP (Bhilai
Nagar) Nikhil Rakecha (IPS) and
DSP (Crime) Nasar Siddiqui, a
special team was sent to Delhi
on November 16 under the lead-
ership of Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU) and Police
Station Incharge Supela
Inspector Durgesh Sharma. The
team conducted raids at both
the houses and caught 16 per-
sons who were operating differ-
ent branches. Police seized 02
nos laptops, 10 nos mobiles, 02
nos broadband, 18 nos bank
accounts, 01 nos ATM cards, 13
nos Sim Cards, 03 nos Registers
from the operators of Reddy
Anna 121 branch. 04 nos lap-
tops, 20 nos mobiles, 01 nos
passbook, 05 nos cheque book,

01 nos tablet, 18 nos ATM and
credit card, 02 WiFi broadband,
09 nos bank accounts, 07 nos
mobile sims, 10 nos Registers
were seized from the operators
of Mahadev Book Branch 266.
Further action is being taken by
Supela Police Station. ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head Constable
Santosh Mishra,
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Satyendra Madharia, Constable
Pradeep Singh, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz Khan,
Arvind Mishra, Rinku Soni,
Vikrant Yadu from ACCU and
ASI Rajinikanth Diwan and
Constable Surendra Patel from
Supela Police Station played a
vital role in busting these
branches. The arrested accused
of Branch 01 - Reddy Anna 121
are Ravinder Singh (26) of
Chikhli Dhamdha Road Durg;
Anand Thakur (26) of Laxmi
Market, Supela Durg; Rahul
Manjhi (30) of Zone 02
Khursipar Bhilai; Mahavir Singh
(20) of Great Hakima Amritsar
Punjab; and Karan Dhankar (21)
of of Mudhipar Rasmada,
Rajnandgaon. The arrested
accused of Branch 02 Mahadev
266 are Narendra Singh Gill (25)
of Street 10, Sector 04 Bhilai;
Sarvjit Singh (25) of KLC Sector
11 Khursipar, Bhilai;
Chandrabhushan Sahu (24) of
Laxmi Nagar Fish Market,
Shakti Chowk, Supela; Akash
Chowdhary (23) of Sector 11,
Zone 01 Khursipar; Naveen
Kumar Banjare (27) of Sector 04
Bhilai; Monish Sonwani (25) of
Sector 04 Bhilai; Md Gulrej (22)
of Ashrafi Road, Farid Nagar,
Bhilai; Jayant Sen (22) of Camp
01, Shastri Nagar, Chhawani;
Abhishek Sahu (21) of Azad
Para Basti, Risali; Md Sohail
Khan (24) of Farid Nagar,
Supela, and Roshan Singh (25)
of Ram Nagar Sahu Para
Supela.

Ruffians involved in online
cricket betting brought to Durg
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No success in life without objectives and goals: Uikey
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uike participated in
the fourth convocation of
Kalinga University. The
Governor congratulated all
the students who received
degrees and medals for their
achievements. Addressing
the students, the Governor
said that without objectives
and goals, there is no success
in life. That’s why he asked
all the students to set goals
and move forward with good
objectives for success in life.
Governor participated in the
fourth convocation ceremony
of Kalinga University located
at Nava Raipur  and distrib-
uted degrees and medals to
the students of the year 2020,
2021 and 2022. A total of

6,525 students, including
gold medals to 189 students,
PhD degrees to 218, post-
graduate degrees to 1745
students and bachelor’s
degrees to 4562 students,
were awarded on the occa-
sion.

Expressing gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the new National
Education Policy 2020, the
Governor said that better
implementation of the
National Education Policy
will bring a positive change in
the educational life of the
next generation. Regarding
the new education policy, she
said that this policy has been
made on the basic principles
of equality, quality, and

accountability. It aims to
make both school and college
education more holistic, flex-
ible, multi-disciplinary and
bring out capabilities suited
to the needs of the 21st cen-
tury.

Through the new educa-
tion policy, India has to be

transformed into a vibrant
knowledge society and a
global knowledge superpow-
er. Teaching in local language
is also an important feature
of the new education policy.
Shee welcomed the introduc-
tion of medical and engineer-
ing studies in Hindi by the

central government.
Governor said that it is the
responsibility of all universi-
ties, teachers and adminis-
trative officers to implement
this education policy on the
ground only then our stu-
dents will be able to get its
benefit. For the better future
of the children, all the univer-
sities should work for the
betterment of their NAAC
grading while working  for
the betterment of higher
education. The Governor told
the students that the day of
Convocation is an important
phase in life. Describing the
convocation ceremony as a
wonderful step towards life
and a bright future, she said
that life will give you ample

opportunities to learn when
you leave the institution. It is
a proud moment for all the
students and their parents
and teachers. Wishing them
all the best for their future,
she said that we all have
become a part of the global
culture through the spirit of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. In
such a global environment,
the youth are getting many
attractive opportunities, but
at the same time they are
also facing global challenges.
Only by facing and solving
these challenges, students
can build their bright future.
She said that students
should acquire knowledge,
be humble and generous and
keep learning continuously

they will definitely get suc-
cess in life. On this occasion,
State Higher Education
Minister Mr. Umesh Patel
said that better education is
necessary for the develop-
ment of human values.   On
this occasion, State Private
University Regulatory
Commission Chairman Dr.
Umesh Mishra, Kalinga
University President Mr.
Rajeev Kumar, Chancellor
Mr. Sandeep Arora, Vice-
Chancellor Mr. R.K. Sridhar,
Vice-Chancellor Mr. Sajjan
Singh, Registrar Mr.
Sandeep Gandhi and faculty
members of Kalinga
University and students of
the University and their par-
ents were present.

Jubin Shah re-elected
CSCS President

Raipur, Nov 19: Jubin
Shah has been unani-
mously re-elected
President of Chhattisgarh
State Cricket Sangh
(CSCS) during the elec-

tions held last evening.
Treasurer Mukul Tiwari
from Bilaspur has been el-
evated to the post of
Secretary whereas outgo-
ing Secretary Siddharth
Pathak has been given the
responsibility of
Treasurer. Pramod
Shanker Sharma has been
elected as Vice President
whereas GS Murty has
been elected as Joint
Secretary. Patron Baldeo
Singh Bhatia and other
senior members of
Cricket Sangh were also
present during the meet-
ing. Indoor Pitch and Gym
of RDCA was also inaugu-
rated for the players, in-
forms a press release is-
sued here.

Chhattisgarh govt transfers seven senior IPS officers
Raipur, Nov 19: In a
reshuffle, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has assigned fresh
postings to seven senior
Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers, an official
said on Saturday.

As per an order issued
by the state home depart-
ment on Friday, D M
Awasthi, the director gen-
eral (DG) of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
State Police Academy in
Chandrakhuri, has been
appointed as the DG of
the state’s Economic
Offences Wing/Anti-

Corruption Bureau
(EOW/ACB).

Notably, the 1986-batch
officer, who served as the
state’s Director General
of Police (DGP) since
December 2018, was
transferred to the police
academy in November
last year.

Inspector General (IG)
Intelligence Anand
Chhabra, a 2001-batch IPS
officer, has been posted as
the IGP of Durg range,
the order stated.

IGP Surguja range
Ajay Kumar Yadav will
replace Chhabra as IG

Intelligence, with an ad-
ditional charge of IG
Raipur range (with
Raipur district jurisdic-
tion only).

The Raipur police
range covers five districts
— Raipur, Gariaband,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara
and Dhamtari.

Deputy IG ACB/EOW
Sheikh Arif Hussain has
been transferred as the
in-charge IGP of Raipur
range (for other districts
of the range excluding
Raipur), it stated.

The 2004-batch IPS offi-

cer Badri Narayan
Meena, who was the IGP
of Durg range with addi-
tional charge of Raipur
range, has been appoint-
ed as the IGP of Bilaspur
range replacing Ratan
Lal Dangi, who has been
made the Director of
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose State Police
Academy Chandrakhuri,
the order said.

Ram Gopal Garg, who
was serving as the DIG of
Rajnandgaon range, has
been appointed as the in-
charge IGP of Surguja
range, it said.

CM remembers Indira Gandhi and Rani
Laxmibai on their birth anniversary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today paid a humble obei-
sance to former Prime
Minister late Indira
Gandhi and the brave war-
rior of India’s freedom
struggle Rani Laxmibai
on their birth anniversary

today in his residential of-
fice by lighting an earthen
lamp and dedicating flow-
ers in front of their oil
painting.

The Chief Minister,
while remembering Mrs
Gandhi’s multidimension-
al personality and her con-
tribution to the nation,
said that she was commit-

ted to the upliftment of
the weak and poor sec-
tions of society through-
out her lifetime. She dedi-
cated her life to protecting
the unity and integrity of
our country. Mrs Indira
Gandhi’s birthday is cele-
brated as National Unity
Day for her contribution
to strengthening the unity
and harmony of the na-
tion.

Baghel said that Rani
Laxmibai’s invincible
bravery and courage are a
source of inspiration for
millions of women. Rani
Laxmibai didn’t shy away
from sacrificing her life
for the safety and honor of
her motherland. She op-
posed the repressive poli-
cies of the British
Government bravely and
didn’t give up till her last
breath. The MLA of
Dharamjaigarh Laljit
Singh Rathia also paid a
floral tribute to the two
iconic personalities.

Huge decline in COVID
infection in Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: In what
can be a matter of relief
for the government and
the people of
Chhattisgarh there has
been a huge decline in the
rate of COVID-19 infec-
tion in the state.
According to the report of
Corona investigation in
the state on November 18,
new COVID infection was
reported in two districts-
Balod and Durg. One new
patient was found in
Balod whereas six new
patients were found in
Durg district. No new

COVID patient was found
in the rest of the districts.

Situation had become
alarming in Raipur,
Raigarh, Bilaspur and
Janjgir-Champa districts
in the second and third
wave of COVID-19 but the
steps taken by the state
government to prevent in-
fection have been success-
ful. Lockdown was im-
posed when necessary.
The state government en-
sured strict compliance of

COVID guidelines.
On the other hand, the

state government in-
creased the number of
daily tests and isolated
positive people and got
them treated. The state
government also carried
out the vaccination drive
with focus on prevention
of new positive cases. As
a result there was a con-
tinuous decrease in the
number of new positive
patients. According to the
report released by the
Health Department on
November 18, there has
been a huge decline in the
number of new patients
of Corona.

With six COVID-19
cases reported in the state
on November 18, the
COVID-19 tally in the
state went to 11,77,690,

while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,145.

The recovery count
stood at 11,63,508 after
eight people recovered
during the day, leaving
the state with 37 active
cases. Durg led the day’s
case tally with three
cases, followed by one in
Dhamtari and other dis-
tricts. Not a single case
was reported in 24 dis-
tricts of the state. As 2,233
samples were examined
during the day, the overall
test count went up to
1,87,77,329, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,690, new cases six,
death toll 14,145, recov-
ered 11,63,508, active cases
37, total tests 1,87,77,329.

Women’ Challenger T-20
matches from today

Raipur, Nov 19:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
has been entrusted with
the responsibility to host
the Senior Women’ T-20
Challenger Trophy being
organized under the
aegis of BCCI at Naya
Raipur-based Martyr
Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium from November
20 to 26.

According to the infor-
mation received, BCCI
had constituted four
teams including India A,
B , C and D for the
Challengers in which
most of the top players
including firebrand
opener Shaifali Verma

would be part of the
matches. Daily two
matches would be played
from Sunday onwards.
Team India A has players
like Meghna Sigh, Nujat
Parvin, Harleen Deol,
Poonam Yadav whereas
Team C has several star
players like Puja
Vastakar, Priya Punia
and Kiran Prabhu
Navgire. Similarly Team
B has players like
Shaifali Verma, Tania
Sapan Bhatia, Deepti
Sharma whereas Team D
has players like Sikha
Pandey, Renuka Singh
Thakur, Yastika Bhati,
Rajeshwari Gaikward,
Jemmina Rodriques and
Sneha Rana.

Vidik, Ananya win Squash championship 
Raipur, Nov 19: Vidik
Karkashe defeated Prabhat
Minj with the score of 11-6,
11-7 and 11-3 to win the
Chhattisgarh State-level
Squash championship
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Squash Association (CSA)
at Squash Complex here on
Saturday.

Ananya Pandey defeated
Nidhi Dewangan to win
the Women’s title whereas
Samridhi Rathore defeated

Prakriti Chandrakar to
win the Under 15 Girls’
title. Similarly,
Jayavardhan Singh defeat-

ed Vedarth Dani to win the
Under 11 title and Reyansh
Kulsheshtra defeated
Divyam Upadhayaya to

win the title in Under 13
age group. Vansh
Chandrakar defeated
Malay Rathore to win the
Under 17 title. Providing
the above information in a
press statement issued
here, the CSA Vice
President Manoj Kumar
Agrawal said that Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Speaker Pramod
Dubey was chief guest of
the prize distribution cere-
mony.

Not a single case
reported in 24 
districts

Mukul Tiwari from
Bilaspur elected
Secretary

SPORTS ROUND-UP

‘Ease of Living-2022’
survey begins

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199::  On the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, Government
of India, the “Ease of Living-
2022” survey for ranking the
best livable cities has started.
Every citizen can register their
opinion on the questionnaire by
visiting the web link set by the
Government of India or by
scanning the QR code. This
time online certificates are
also being issued to every citi-
zen giving feedback as soon as
the survey is completed.

Raipur Smart City Ltd. MD
Mayank Chaturvedi has
appealed to the citizens of
Raipur to participate in the sur-
vey. In the earlier survey,
Smart City Raipur was ranked
seventh on the basis of the
feedback received from the cit-
izens.

This time in the survey of
“Ease of Living-2022”, 17 ques-
tions related to various civic
amenities are being asked, on
which citizens have to give
their opinion. For this, citizens
have to give information about
themselves by visiting the web
link https://eol2022.org issued
by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of
India, after that they have to
register their opinion on the
question asked under the sur-
vey. These questions are relat-
ed to Raipur city’s public trans-
port, housing, drinking water,
electricity, education, enter-
tainment, employment, cleanli-
ness, pollution etc. All the
important bodies of the coun-
try are participating in this sur-
vey. Based on the feedback
received from the citizens, the
ranking of livable cities will be
released. Citizens can also give
their suggestions directly by
scanning the QR code.

Special free camp organised at Madhumeet Diabetes Hospital
Raipur, Nov 19:
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital and Rotary Club of
Raipur Capital have
pledged to provide lifelong
care and free medical assis-
tance to five (05) type one
diabetic patients on the oc-
casion of World Diabetes
Day 2022. In a special free
camp organized at
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital, these patients
were provided insulin kit
bags and pouches contain-
ing glucometers to make
them self-sufficient in self-
testing.

On behalf of
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital, Dr. Raka
Shivhare, Consultant
Diabetologist told that,
Along with this, a free dia-
betes check-up camp and
counseling camp was or-

ganized for more than 200
patients, in which ECG,
BMD, Neuropathy,
Fibroscan and Thyroid
were examined. Dr.
Shivhare told that we have
been organizing such
camps every year to spread
awareness among the gen-

eral public, but this year for
the first time we have
pledged and promised to
provide lifelong care and
free medical aid to five (05)
type one diabetic patients.

Dr. Raka Shivhare said
that the way diabetes is tak-
ing the form of an epidem-

ic, instead of being afraid of
it, it is better to introduce it
and prevent it as much as
possible. In spite of this, if
due to any reason you come
under the grip of diabetes,
then you can lead a normal
life by facing proper treat-
ment and avoiding.

Chhattisgarh to celebrate its state day on 21 November 

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugu-
rate the event and inspect the
stalls set up at the pavilion. The
pavilion showcases various ini-
tiatives and schemes of the
Chhattisgarh government
aimed at building a robust rural
economy. Every stall in the
pavilion depicts the central
theme of the trade fair ‘Vocal
for Local, Local to Global’.

Chhattisgarh has a vast can-
vas of tribal dance forms, folk
songs and traditional musical
instruments. Delhiites will have
the opportunity to have a
glimpse of the state’s Gaur
dance, Parab dance, Bhojali
dance, Gedi dance, Sua dance,
Panthi dance and Karma
dance, which will be per-
formed during the event. Each
dance form has its own history
and significance to it.

PPaarraabb  DDaannccee
This dance is performed by

the Dhurva tribes of Bastar

region. Men and women dance
together playing flute and
drum and create a pyramid-like
structure.This dance is called
Sainik Nritya, because the
dancers carry the axe and
sword, the symbols of valour,
during the dance. This dance is
organized on the occasion of
Madhai.

GGaauurr  ddaannccee
Gaur dance is a popular folk

dance of Sing Marias or
Tallaguda Marias of South
Bastar. Men put head-dresses
with stringed ‘cowries’ and
plumes of peacock feathers
and make their way to the
dancing ground. Women orna-
mented with brass fillets and
bead necklaces with their tat-
tooed bodies also join the gath-
ering and play instruments.
The men beat the drums, toss-
ing the horns and feathers of
their head-gears to the rising
tempo that gives the dance a
wilder touch.

GGeeddii  ddaannccee
This dance is prevalent all

over Chhattisgarh, but in
Bastar it is performed by the
Mudiya tribe on the occasion of
Hareli in the month of Savan.
During the performance, the
dancers are mounted high on
two long bamboo poles or any
other firm pole. The best part
of the Gendi dance is watching
the performers banging the
pole on the ground and at the
same time keeping an excel-
lent balance while swaying
with the different tribal
acoustics and percussions.
Hence this dance is a display of
perfection physical skill and
balance.

SSuuaa  ddaannccee
Sua means Parrot dance is

performed on the occasion of
Goura’s marriage. The women
perform this folk dance while
keeping a parrot in the centre.
Though a bit simple, but the
fun, energy and zest with the

dance performance move is
enough to make you adore it.
The performers sing and dance
in beautiful styles which is not
only entertaining but total fun
too.

PPaanntthhii  ddaannccee
Panthi dance is not only one

of the most significant forms of
folk dance but is also consid-
ered as a prominent custom or
ceremony of the Satnami com-
munity of Chhattisgarh. This
dance form is often performed
by the community during the
birth anniversary of Guru
Ghasidas which takes place in
Maghi Purnima. Like any dance
form, this one is also a combi-
nation of a plethora of steps
and patterns. However, the
thing which makes it unique is
the fact that it denotes the
teachings and sayings of its
holy guru.

KKaarrmmaa  ddaannccee
This folk dance of

Chhattisgarh is usually per-
formed by the tribal groups of
the state such as Gonds,
Oraons, Baigas and so on. It is
performed to mark the end of
the rainy season and the begin-
ning of the beautiful spring
season. Both men and women
of the villages participate in
this dance performance. There
is even a lead singer in the
team of performers for Karma
dance.

R-Day Camp contingent selection
for Delhi continue

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: An
Inter Group Competition
along with CATC com-
menced at Training
Academy Lakholi, Arang
on 15 Nov 2022. A Guard
of Honour was presented
to Major General Ajay
Mahajan, ADG MP&CG
Directorate by the cadets
participating in the
camp.

Along with the
General Officer, all
Group Commanders
from other groups, viz.,
Gwalior, Bhopal, Saugor,
Jabalpur, Indore and
Raipur also attended a
Conclave wherein the

various aspects of train-
ing camps for selection of
Cadets for the National
camps for the next year
were thoroughly dis-

cussed.
The camp is being con-

ducted under the aegis of
Brigadier AK Das VSM,
Group Commander

Raipur Group.
The cadets from all

Groups of MP and
Chhattisgarh will partic-
ipate in various events
like Drill, Firing, Flag
Area and Cultural pro-
gramme and a final team
will be selected which
will go to New Delhi for
participating in the pres-
tigious Republic Day
Camp. All Commanding
Officers of Raipur Group
and officers from Group
HQ Raipur group along
with the Associate NCC
Officers of some units
are involved actively in
conduct of the camp and
selection of the final con-
tingent.

Sports Meet-2022 begins in KPS

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199::  Regular physi-
cal activity and playing sports
build personality and teach all
to live life in a healthy and bet-
ter way. To be involved in such
activities, to learn good values,
over all health, well being and
skills in  life UNICEF and
Chhattisgarh Private Schools
Management Association
(CPSMA) has organised Sports
Meet from Nov 14-19, 2022 on
the occasion of World
Children’s Day.  Different
schools were selected for host-
ing different game. Krishna
Public School, Raipur has got
the privilege to be the Nodal
Centre to organise Basketball
Competition,under-19 catego-
ry, both for boys and girls. The
opening ceremony was com-
menced with Knockout
Matches and with the gracious
presence of the Chief Guest,
Job Zakariya, CG Head,UNICEF,
Rajeev Gupta, Special Guest,

President , Chhattisgarh
Private Schools Management
Association, Col Naval Singh,
Commandant 135 BN BSF,
Palaud BSF campus, Naya
Raipur, Chhattisgarh. The
Guest of honour was Principal
Priyanka Tripathi, Executive
Director Ashutosh, and other
distinguished guests. Total  21
private schools were regis-
tered for this mega event of
Sports Meet. 

Four teams were emerged
out as winners to play in the
Semi-final round after the
Knockout matches. The first
Semifinal U-19 Boys was
played between Krishna Public

school, Dunda and  Holy Cross
Byron Bazar, Raipur and KPS,
Dunda was declared winner
defeating their rival team. The
Second Semifinal was played
between Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir and  MGM School, and
the players of Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir were declared as the
second Semifinalist

The First Semifinal U-19
Girls category was played
between KPS, Dunda and
Dronacharya Public school and
KPS Dunda players showed
their skill and bagged the posi-
tion of First Semifinalist. The
Second Semifinal was played
between Salem English School

and Shri Balaji Vidya Mandir
and the winning position was
attained by Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir.

The two Semifinalists faced
each other on the second day
in the final match  of this mega
event. The players of Shri
Balaji Vidya Mandir lifted the
Winner’s Trophy by defeating
the host teams in  both Boys’
and the girls’ category.

Speaking on the occasion
the Principal Priyanka Tripathi
emphasized on the importance
to the need for arranging such
tournaments in the school. She
congratulated and encouraged
all the participants from the

different schools for their laud-
able performances. She further
said basketball is an enjoyable
sport that suits many skill lev-
els and coordination owing to
its global popularity.

The Executive Director,
Krishna Public School, Raipur
Region Ashutosh highly appre-
ciated the winning teams for
their agility, promptness and
true sportsmanship. He moti-
vated every player for display-
ing a high standard of physical
endurance, leadership and
defensive strategies. The two
days mega event of Sports
Meet ended with a hope to
meet in the next calendar year.

Growing at phenomenal 25% CAGR since inception: Rathi

Raipur, Nov 19: The
Director Marketing
Gloster Cables Ltd. Vinay
Rathi, informed media
persons that Gloster has
recently arranged
Technical Seminars for
two consecutive days at
Raipur, regarding “Gloster
- Products & Capabilities-
Safety & Maintenance”.
Dignitaries and eminent
professionals from differ-
ent reputed Industries
from Chhattisgarh, Govt
Departments, Utilities,
Contractors as well
Dealers & Distributors at-
tended the Technical

Seminar. Vinay Rathi fur-
ther conveyed that “de-
spite the present macro
challenges, volatility in
the commodity prices and
inflationary pressures im-
pacting margins, Gloster
has done extremely well
and exited 2021-22 with a
positive momentum led by
a strong demand in the
cable and wire segment.
The benefits of major ca-
pacity expansion initia-
tives, improvement in
product mix, increase in
dealer network, strength-
ening of sales force and

penetration in new geog-
raphies have all con-
tributed to the significant
jump in their revenues. He
further added that Gloster
has been growing at a phe-
nomenal rate of 25%
CAGR since inception and
have an ambitious plan of
reaching a top line of Rs
1000 crore in the next 3
years.” It is notable here
that Gloster Cables
Limited, was co-founded
by the Modi and Rathi
families in 1995 at
Secunderabad in
Telangana. Gloster is man-

aged by a team of extreme-
ly competent and experi-
enced professionals from
the cable industry and led
by Managing Director,
Ashish Modi and ably sup-
ported by Vinay Rathi, as
Director Marketing.
Gloster is today one of
India’s leading, fastest
growing cable manufac-
turers serving a wide spec-
trum of business seg-
ments and providing cable
solutions to a host of in-
dustries across the coun-
try. Gloster has a Pan-
India presence and today
boasts of Regional &
Branch offices in more
than 30 locations across
the country. Gloster also
has a net-work of hun-
dreds of Distributors /
Dealers / Retailers /
Touch Points across the
country.

Govt College Mopka-Nipania now bears
the name of Late Ramnath Verma

Central Chronicle News

B a l o d a b a z a r -
Bhatapara, Nov 19:
According to an an-
nouncement from the
chief minister, Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the
Government New
College Mopka-Nipania
in the Balodabazar-
Bhatapara district has
been renamed as Late
Ramnath Verma
Government College
Mopka-Nipania. A direc-
tive in this regard has
been released by the
Higher Education
Department of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

It is worth noting that
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, an-
nounced the naming of

Government New
College after the late
Ramnath Verma, a
Bhatapara area social
worker. Late Ramnath
Verma was always con-
cerned with social wel-
fare. He started function-
ing a primary school in
his residence without
any assistance from the
government. He sowed
the seed of education,
which has grown into a
college today. This col-
lege was established in
2018-19. The naming of
the college after the late
Ramnath Verma has
caused a wave of pleas-
ure throughout the re-
gion. People’s represen-
tatives and citizens in
the area say that by call-
ing Government New
College Mopka-Nipania

after the late social
worker  Late Ramnath
Verma, Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
has paid true tribute to
him. With a futuristic
vision, the late Mr.
Ramnath Verma donat-
ed approximately 6
acres of land for the ex-
pansion of the primary
school. In the region, he
accomplished an out-
standing job of uniting
people via social and re-
ligious activities, as
well as increasing so-
cial collaboration and
mutual brotherhood.

As a result of his ef-
forts, the Gram Sabha
and Gram Panchayat
overwhelmingly accept-
ed the naming of the
government’s new col-
lege after him.

CM inaugurates SEGEMS
in Ambagarh Chowki

Ambagarh, Nov 19: The
Chief Minister inaugu-
rated the Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in the
Ambagarh Chowki
under the Khujji
Vidhansabha region in
the Mohla Manpur
Ambagarh Chowki dis-
trict during the Bhent
Mulaqat program today.
CM Baghel was wel-
comed by school students
wholeheartedly when he
reached there. The Chief
Minister inspected the
resources and facilities
in the school. The Chief
Minister also distributed
cycles to 97 female stu-
dents of the 9th standard
under the
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Saraswati Cycle Yojana.
The students looked ex-

tremely excited and
happy at receiving cycles
from the Chief Minister.
Giving his blessings to
the students, the Chief
Minister advised them to
study well. Student life
forms the foundation of
an entire lifetime.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
students should set a defi-
nite goal and work to-
wards achieving it. Don’t
stop till you achieve your
goal. The Chief Minister
said that they should
take inspiration from the
lives of legends, and

apply the lessons in their
own lives to become suc-
cessful. It is noteworthy
that 573 students were
granted admission to this
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
this year, out of which
300 are female students.

Archi Sharma, a stu-
dent of 10th standard
said that Swami
Atmananad Schools were
a remarkable endeavor of
the State Government in
the field of education for
the students in
Chhattisgarh.

She said that the Chief

Minister has done the
commendable work of se-
curing the future of the
state’s children by open-
ing Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools.
She also said that this
school is a good effort in
improving the standard
of education and it is
helping students to
march ahead in their
lives. Qualified teachers
have been recruited in
the school who are not
only providing them edu-
cation but also other
forms of guidance to do
better in life.
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Gloster Cables organises
two-day technical 
seminar

Plans to reach top line of
Rs 1000 cr in next 3 yrs

Glimpse of cultural pro-
grammes at trade fair
in Pragati Maidan

Baghel to visit trade
fair in New Delhi

Folk music and dance
of Chhattisgarh to over-
whelm visitors at IITF

With the enterprise of
UNICEF and CPSMA

Taught the lesson of
being disciplined in 
student life and 
focusing on goals

Shyameshwari Vajpayee

Raipur, Nov 19:
S h y a m e s h w a r i
Vajpayee, R/o Banjari
Chowk, Raipur,
breathed her last here
on Friday. The final
rites were performed at
Marwari crematorium
at 4:00 in the evening.
She was daughter-in-
law of Ashok Vajpayee
and wife of Vinod
Vajpayee.

OBITUARY BSS Pranavananda Academy hosts
activities for students

Raipur, Nov 19: On the oc-
casion of Children’s Day
BSS Pranavananda
Academy organized differ-
ent activities like Bal Mela
and annual sports meet for
its students. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by BSS Secretary Swami
Shivarupananda by releas-
ing balloons and pigeons.
Following the direction of
Principal Anindita Ghosh
all the activities were
smoothly conducted. The
students had set up differ-
ent food stalls and took in-
spiration of how to set up
business.

As per the initiative of
State Development and
Research on the occasion
of Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav, different compe-
titions like drawing, ran-
goli and Meet with 75 com-
petition was organized and
winners were distributed
prizes. RSU retired princi-
pal Dr Shiv Kumar Pandey
was present as chief guest

along with programme
chief Sanjay Joshi, coordi-
nator Dansingh
Dewangan, BSS Secretary
Swami Shivarupananda,
Principal Anindita Ghosh
and school manager
Mahadeo Mahato.



G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 19: The
whole process of head
master counseling is
under suspicion, in which
the disabled teachers
were sent 20 kilometers
away, for which District
Collector GPM has or-
dered an inquiry, due to
which the whole process
has come under suspi-
cion.

The names of 18 schools
were not made public in
the counseling of 15 Nov
22 to give the desired place
to its people, which was
revealed on 16 Nov 22
after matching the num-
bers of the list. Seeing the
seriousness of the matter,
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary has
ordered the Additional
Collector to investigate
and by the order dated 7-
11-2022 of the School
Education Department,
which has been written to
all the District Education
Officers for counseling,
there is no mention of dis-
abled men, women and
women in it.

But the order issued by
District Education Officer
G PM for counseling on
14-11-22 is wrong, in which
counseling of disabled
men, women and women

has been ordered on 15th
and counseling of men on
16th was designated. As
per rules, men and
women all have names in
the seniority list, counsel-
ing was to be done in the
same order, but this was
not done by the District
Education Officer GPM.

Kanker, Nov 19: A 23-
year-old man has been ar-
rested for allegedly raping
a woman in a forest of
Kanker district, police
said on Friday.

The incident took place
in Vyaskongera forest
under Kanker police sta-
tion limits on Wednesday,
following which the ac-
cused was arrested, said
Sharad Dubey, the station
house officer (SHO) of
Kanker police station.

The victim is a college
student, and she knew the
accused, he said.

The accused allegedly
took the victim in his car
to the forest on the pretext
of an outing and allegedly
raped her, the official said.

As per the complaint,
when the woman resisted
the rape bid and tele-
phoned her classmate, the
accused snatched her
phone and threw it in the
back seat of the car, he
said.

As the call was not dis-
connected, the victim’s
classmate could hear her
screams on the phone and
immediately contacted the
police. The phone’s loca-
tion was traced and she

was rescued, he said. The
accused has been arrested
under sections 376 (rape),
376 (2) (n) (commits repeat-
ed rape on the same

woman), 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code, the
official added.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  20,  2022

BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: To make the
district smoke-free under the
National Tobacco Control
Program, on the instructions of
District Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara, under the guid-
ance of Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. Sunil Bharti
and District Program Manager
Sandeep Tamarkar, action was
taken in Bijapur district. 

During this, the enforcement
team took action under the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) on sell-
ing tobacco products within
100 yards radius of district
headquarters and educational
institutions. In this regard, the
District Nodal Officer of the
National Tobacco Control
Program, Dr. Chelapatti Rao

told that for the purpose of
making Bijapur district smoke-
free, a total of 12 challans
have been issued under sec-
tions 4 and 6 of the Kotpa Act
for not following the provi-
sions of the Kotpa Act in the

shops located at the head-
quarters.  During the opera-
tion, smoking was being done
at the paan stall and tobacco
products were being sold
without warning signs. In this
regard, the people who came

there including the owner of
the shop were also made
aware about the Kotpa Act
2003. For the purpose of mak-
ing the district completely
free from tobacco consump-
tion, under Section 4 and 6 of
the Kotpa Act 2003, boards of
non-smoking areas should be
installed in all public places
and workplaces in the district
and the name of the officer-in-
charge, assistant nodal officer
will be written on the
board.District Nodal Officer
Dr. Chelapatti Rao, Divisional
Advisor Prakash Srivastava,
District Accounts Manager
Chitreng Chandrakar and
Ashok Kunjam and Ganpat
Sori from Police Department
were present.

Efforts intensified 
for smoke-free Bijapur

Under tobacco control program

Rajim, Nov 19: In the re-
cently concluded Shiv
Mahapuran held in
Gudhiyari, Raipur, Pandit
Pradeep Mishra has asked
the Chief Mister Bhupesh
Baghel to give Rajim the
status of district in ac-
count to its religious and
cultural glory. The Seer
also talked about the im-
portance of the place in ac-
cordance to the entity of
the State and the nation.

Known as the second
Prayagraj is Rajim of
Chhattisgarh, it has be-

come a sub-divisional of-
fice only after the tehsil
headquarters and for the
last 30 years, there has
been a demand to make it a
district. Many dignitaries
including Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, INC, BJP,
Bahujan Samaj Party
workers and senior lead-
ers, Former MP Chandulal
Sahu, Himanshu Dubey of
the Advocates Association,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Rohit Sahu have advo-
cated upon the need of for-
mation of the District

Construction Committee,
for the final drafting of
Rajim into  a district.

Meanwhile Maghi
Punni Mela commencing
from 5th February, is
awaited by the people of
the district, hoping the an-

nouncement that Rajim
will be made a district, by
the Chief Minster, with the
people of the area also
opining to the fact that de-
velopment will soon get
momentum as soon as
Rajim becomes a district.

Rajim should be made a district: Pt. Mishra

SSaakkttii,,  NNoovv  1199:: To ensure chil-
dren have access to basic and
essential services vital for their
survival and development, Dr
Charandas Mahant, Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly launched child-
friendly gram panchayat initia-
tive in Jongra village in Sakti
district.  UNICEF will support
the gram panchayats of Jongra,
Darang and Balpur to become
child-friendly. Launching the
initiative, Dr Charandas
Mahant, Speaker, Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly said,
UNICEF’s supported initiative
will help improve child health
and nutrition indicators and
also stop social ills like child
labour, malnutrition, and child

marriage. Dr Mahant also par-
ticipated in the ongoing World
Children’s Day celebrations
such as #GoBlue, interacted
with children, and adminis-
tered the pledge to protect
child rights. He also called on
the sarpanches of his con-
stituency to renew their efforts
to build child-friendly villages
and focus on the wellbeing of
children. Job Zachariah, Chief
of UNICEF Chhattisgarh said
Jogra gram panchayat is set to
become the first child-friendly
panchayat in the state and a
model in safeguarding the
rights of children through the
initiative. The gram panchay-
ats will work towards achiev-
ing  30 indicators developed by

the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
and Niti Aayog, thus improving
the developmental outcomes
related to women and children
of the state. Dicson Masih of
Social Revival Group of Urban
Rural and Tribal, Korba said his
organization along with
UNICEF will support the
sarpanches, secretaries, PRIs
and other service providers to
ensure every child in the gram
panchayat is healthy, nour-
ished, learning, and protected
and have access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation.

The launch of the initiative
marks the World Children’s Day
on 20 November. UNICEF will
organize a series of events to
highlight child rights and pro-
mote the safety and protection
of children. The campaign also
aims to create sporting oppor-
tunities for children and young
people to acquire life skills and
build inspiring role models and
girls’ empowerment.

Mahant calls for renewed action
to protect the rights of children

 UNICEF to support

child-friendly gram

panchayats in Ch’garh

 Child-Friendly Gram

panchayat initiative 

in Sakti launched

Woman raped in forest of Kanker
 One held About the incident

The incident took place in Vyaskongera forest under Kanker
police station limits on Wednesday, following which the
accused was arrested.The victim is a college student, and she
knew the accused. The accused allegedly took the victim in his
car to the forest on the pretext of an outing and allegedly raped
her. As per the complaint, when the woman resisted the rape
bid and telephoned her classmate, the accused snatched her
phone and threw it in the back seat of the car. As the call was
not disconnected, the victim’s classmate could hear her
screams on the phone and immediately contacted the police.
The phone’s location was traced and she was rescued.

Collector orders inquiry into
Head Master counseling 
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Centre praises TN for 
transformation of ration shops

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Centre has praised
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment for the transforma-
tion of ration shops, also
called fair price shops
(FPS), and asked other
states to explore addition-
al revenue streams to im-
prove the financial viabili-
ty of FPS.

After a conference of
food secretaries held on
Friday here, the Union
Food Ministry in a state-
ment said: “One of the
best practices on FPS
transformation was
demonstrated by the
Secretary, Government of
Tamil Nadu highlighting
multiple initiatives under-
taken such as selling of
commodities, minor mil-
lets, grocery items, ISO
certification of FPSs dur-
ing his presentation.”

Union Food Secretary
Sanjeev Chopra, who
chaired the conference, ap-
preciated the persistent ef-
forts of Tamil Nadu and
stressed the significance of
the transformation of

FPS. He also asked states
and Union Territories to
explore additional revenue
streams to improve the fi-
nancial viability of FPSs,
the statement added.

The conference deliber-
ated important issues
linked with various
schemes including the
Implementation of Rice
Fortification, One Nation
One Ration Card
(ONORC), Smart PDS,
Route Optimization etc.

On wheat procurement,
the states were told that
the procurement was
lower last year and re-
quested timely sowing and
better procurement of
wheat during the ensuing
2023-24 rabi marketing sea-
son (April-March).

States were advised to
improve procurement in-
frastructure and complete
the paddy procurement
and milling operations
within the specified time-
lines for Kharif Marketing
Season (KMS) 2022-23.

Also, States were re-
quested to improve their
online procurement sys-
tem and to add more
threshold parameters for
transparency in food-
grains procurement and

milling, the statement
said.

On the distribution of
fortified rice, Chopra said
the Centre is aiming to
achieve full distribution of
fortified rice in all govern-
ment programmes by the
year 2023-24.

The ecosystem is fully
geared up to achieve the
target and states/UTs have
been requested to
strengthen their respec-
tive machinery in order to
be fully prepared to ensure
the procurement, supply
and distribution of forti-
fied rice as per the stipu-
lated timeline. The FCI is
conducting this initiative
all over the country.

He appreciated the ef-
forts taken by states in en-
suring food grains to mi-
grants under the ONORC.
As an outcome of the
scheme, more than 91
crore portability transac-
tions have been recorded
since its inception.

Representatives from
Nandurbar (Maharashtra)
shared insights on the ini-
tiatives taken such as the
creation of a district dash-
board and migrants’ pro-
file in order to reduce mal-
nutrition.

Elon’s announcement is creating
havoc in the corporate world

Atul Malikram

Ever since Elon Musk
took over the reins of
Twitter, the world is
buzzing with news of the
layoff of employees from
the platform. Almost
every day, you can see
dozens of channels, publi-
cations, and websites cov-
ering the news to a large
extent. As the new owner
of the micro-blogging site
Twitter, Elon Musk has
been laying off employees,
and everyone is speculat-
ing on the reason behind
this move. Are these em-
ployees not efficient or
trustworthy, or something
else is going on?

According to Elon
Musk, they have no other
option regarding lessen-
ing Twitter’s workforce be-
cause the company is los-
ing $ 4 million every day.
Beyond this profit-loss fac-
tor, the employees who
have been fired are given a
severance of 3 months,
which is 50 percent more
than the statutory limit.
That is, according to
Musk, the employees who
have been sidelined from
Twitter are being compen-
sated for the next 3
months. On the global
level, almost half of the
total 7,500 employees at
Twitter have been laid off.

Regardless, firing the
employees at frenzy is
morally and legally wrong

in many ways. It’s not even
a month since Elon took
over the reins of Twitter
and he decided to fire the
employees at such a large
scale. The trifling way it
dismissed the employees
is disrespectful and insen-
sitive. Being the ‘new’
owner of such a large com-
pany, it is practically im-
possible for him to know
about his employees- who
are efficient and who are
not. Shouldn’t they be
given a chance to prove
themselves instead of get-
ting sacked all of a sud-
den? How can he decide
the fate of so many in such
a haphazard way?
Moreover, if the company
is facing dropping in fi-
nancial revenues, should-
n’t it be his responsibility
to work it rather than pun-
ish his employees?
Recently, it is being said
that the company is now
asking ‘dozens of employ-
ees to come back as they
were mistakenly fired.

Even in India, the
process of employee layoff
has started as a part of
global job cuts. The em-
ployees received an email
notification from the com-
pany stating they are

fired. Later, they were au-
tomatically logged out
from the laptop by the
company. In India alone,
the entire marketing de-
partment, partner rela-
tions, sales, and content
curation teams have been
shown the door. The com-
pany had around 250 em-
ployees in India, out of
which 200 have been laid
off so far. In India, we
have been taught to stay
in touch with our employ-
ers even after leaving a
job for some time. Not be-
cause they need us, but
because we establish a
connection with our
workplace which is hard
to forget. Also, no matter,
how financially secure an
individual is, getting fired
all of a sudden is surely
mind-boggling and de-
pressing. How is Musk
going to compensate for
the mental torture he
brought upon thousands
of people?

It is not wrong to say
that sometimes even fast
decision-makers run the
risk of making poor deci-
sions that could come
back to haunt them. The
same is the situation with
Elon’s announcement. It
is too early to speculate if
this decision is good or
bad for the company, but
for the employees who are
still in shock after being
laid off, it is going to be a
hard pill to swallow.

Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Thirty-nine schools from
across the country have
been awarded the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar for the
2021-22 academic session,
the Ministry of Education
announced on Saturday.

The schools selected
from among the total 8.23
lakh entries are 28 govern-
ment and aided while 11
are private schools.

The awarded schools in-
clude two Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas,
one Navodaya Vidyalaya
and three Kendriya
Vidyalayas.

The Swachh Vidyalaya
Puraskar not only honours
the schools that have taken
exemplary work in the

field of water, sanitation
and hygiene but also pro-
vides a benchmark and
roadmap for schools to
make further improve-
ments.

For the award, schools
are rated on six broad pa-
rameters of — water, toi-
lets, handwashing with
soap, operation and main-
tenance, behavioural
change and capacity build-
ing and COVID-19
(Preparedness and
Response).

“Out of 39 schools, 17 are
elementary and 22 are sec-
ondary/ higher secondary
schools. Cash prizes of Rs
60,000 to 34 schools (in over-
all category) and Rs 20,000
(in sub-categories) were
given to the awardee

schools today,” a Ministry
of Education official said.

The third edition of the
award saw participation
from 9.59 lakh schools,
around 1.5 times more than
the number of schools (6.15
lakh schools) which partic-
ipated in SVP 2017-18.

Out of the 9.59 lakh
schools, more than 8.23
lakh schools submitted
their applications for SVP
2021-22. The evaluation
process of 4,27,718 eligible
schools was undertaken at
district and state level, out
of which 606 schools at
State and UT level awards
were found eligible for na-
tional level awards.

The National Selection
Committee for selection of
schools for SVP 2021-22, in

their meeting held on 10th
October 2022, selected 39
schools (34 in overall cate-
gory and five in sub-cate-
gories) for national level
awards for SVP 2021-2022,
after the third party evalu-
ation by UNICEF partner
agency (NEERMAN).

Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
requested all schools to
work hard in the field of
cleanliness in schools to
compete with the perform-
ance of award-winning
schools, districts and
states.

He also stressed that
schools conferred with the
national award may sus-
tain the standard and rat-
ing of cleanliness and hy-
giene.

Telangana police summons BJP leader Santhosh 

Bengaluru, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Telangana Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probing the alleged attempt
to poach TRS MLAs has
summoned BJP national
general secretary B L
Santhosh to appear before it
for questioning on
November 21. In his notice

to Santhosh, served at the
BJP’s Karnataka headquar-
ters at Malleswaram in
Bengaluru, the investigat-
ing officer B Gangadhar
cautioned the BJP leader
that failure to appear before
the SIT for interrogation
could lead to his arrest as
well. The BJP national gen-
eral secretary was not avail-
able for comment.

“During the investiga-
tion, it is revealed that there
are reasonable grounds to

question you to ascertain
facts and circumstances
from you, in relation to the
present investigation,” the
police officer said in his no-
tice issued on November 16.

The BJP national general
secretary (organisation) has
been directed not to com-
mit any offence in future
and, no tampering with
the evidences, threaten-
ing, inducing or promis-
ing anyone acquainted
with the fact of the case.

He has also been asked to
appear before the court
and join the investigation
as an when required and
cooperate with the investi-
gation.

Santhosh has also been
restricted from travelling
abroad without prior per-
mission of the SIT.

Interfaith couple’s wedding
reception cancelled

Mumbai, Nov 19 (PTI): 

A reception of a newly
married Hindu-Muslim
couple was cancelled in
Maharashtra’s Vasai town
following opposition from
local organizations in the
wake of Shraddha
Walkar’s murder, police
said on Saturday.

Walkar (27) and her live-
in partner Aaftab
Poonawala who is arrested
for allegedly murdering
her brutally in May this
year hailed from Vasai in
Palghar district near
Mumbai.

A news channel editor
on Friday morning tweet-
ed a picture of the recep-

tion invite and linked it to
the Walkar murder case
using hashtags
`LoveJihad’ and
`ActOfTerrorism’.

The event was to take
place on Sunday evening
at a hall in Vasai West
area, a local police official
told PTI.

After the tweet went
viral, local Hindu and
Muslim organisations in
Vasai called the owner of
the hall and asked him to
cancel the event for the
sake of peace in the area,
the official said.

The families of the cou-
ple on Saturday visited
Manikpur police station
and informed that the
reception had been put
on hold, he said.

The woman, who is
Hindu, is 29 years old

while her husband, a
Muslim, is 32 years old
and both knew each
other for the last 11
years, the official said.

Members of both the
families supported
their relationship and
the couple had a regis-
tered marriage in a
court on November 17.

Around 200 guests
were expected for the
reception on Sunday,
they told police.

There is no so-called
Love Jihad angle to
this case, the official
said.

`Love Jihad’ refers to
allegations by some
right-wing organiza-
tions that there exists a
conspiracy to convert
Hindu women to Islam
by marrying them.

CULTURAL FEST

Artists perform ‘Ghudia Raso Dance’ at a cultural festival organized by ‘Sanskriti Lok Kala Manch’ and ‘Sanskar
Bharti’ in Dehradun, Saturday.

BRIEF

Inscriptions 
 Latur: A stone structure

with inscriptions in
Devanagari and Farsi
has been found in a well
in Sugao in Chakur
tehsil in Maharashtra’s
Latur district, a histori-
an who was part of the
team that spotted it said
on Saturday. The
Devanagari and Farsi
words are in six lines in
the middle of the
Chandrashila sculpture,
and provides informa-
tion of Sugao and
Wadval villages, histori-
an Krishna Gudade said.

Injured
 Udhagamandalam:

Eight persons, includ-
ing three women, sus-
tained injuries in an
explosion at an ord-
nance factory in
Aruvankadu near
Coonoor in Nilgiris
district early on
Saturday, an official
said. All the eight in-
jured persons were im-
mediately taken to
various hospitals by
ambulance after the
explosion happened at
8.20 am in the cordite
section of the unit, the
factory’s Deputy
General Manager T
Sanker said.

Search
 Srinagar: The Jammu

and Kashmir Police on
Saturday conducted
massive searches at 12
locations in connection
with threatening of
journalists by terror
outfit The Resistance
Front, officials said.
The searches were con-
ducted in Srinagar,
Anantnag and Kulgam
districts of the Valley.
The premises where the
searches were conduct-
ed included residences
of several journalists as
well as some suspects,
they said, adding that
some suspects are being
questioned.

Mishap
 Uttarkashi: Five per-

sons, including two
women, were killed
and one sustained se-
rious injuries when
the car in which they
were travelling fell into
a deep gorge near
Brahmakhal in
Uttarkashi district on
Saturday, police said.
The accident occurred
on Dharasu-Yamumotri
national highway
around 11 am when the
vehicle going to Purola
from Uttarkashi fell
into a 400-metre-deep
gorge, killing five on the
spot and leaving a
woman grievously in-
jured, Dharasu SHO
Rituraj said.

Electrocution 
 Deoria: A Class 10 stu-

dent was electrocuted to
death here on Saturday
when he came in con-
tact with a broken high
tension wire on his way
to a coaching class.
Circle Officer Devanand
Bharti said, “One Amit
Kumar (16) was on his
way to coaching class on
Saturday morning
when he accidently
came in contact with a
broken high tension
wire dangling from an
electric pole and electro-
cuted.”

Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot while paying trib-
ute to former prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi on her
birth anniversary at
Shakti Sthal, in New
Delhi, Saturday.

In Walkar’s 
hometown 

In TRS MLAs’
poaching case

39 schools across country awarded 
Asks other states to
adopt best practices



INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE

This photo provided on Nov. 19 by the North Korean government shows what it says a Hwasong-17 intercontinental

ballistic missile before its test firing at Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea. 
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United Nations, Nov 19 (PTI):

France has reaffirmed
its support for India,
Germany, Brazil and
Japan as permanent
members in an expanded
UN Security Council, un-
derlining the need to take
into account the emer-
gence of new powers will-
ing and able to assume
the responsibility of a
permanent presence in
the powerful world body.

“France’s position is
constant and well known.
We want the Council to be
more representative of
today’s world, in a way
that further strengthens
its authority and effec-
tiveness,” Deputy

P e r m a n e n t
Representative of France
to the UN Nathalie
Broadhurst said on
Friday.

She was addressing the
UN General Assembly
plenary meeting on the
‘Question of equitable
representation on and in-
crease in the membership
of the Security Council
and other matters related
to the Security Council’.

“We must indeed take
into account the emer-
gence of new powers that
are willing and able to as-
sume the responsibility of
a permanent presence in
the Security Council,”
Broadhurst said.

Broadhurst said that to

preserve its executive and
operational nature, an en-
larged Council could have
up to 25 members.

“France supports the
candidacy of Germany,
Brazil, India and Japan as
permanent members. We
would also like to see a
stronger presence of
African countries, includ-
ing among the permanent
members. The remaining
seats should be allocated
in order to achieve equi-
table geographical repre-
sentation,” she said.

She added that the
question of the veto is
“eminently sensitive”,
and it is up to the States
requesting the granting of
a permanent seat to deter-

mine themselves.
“In this reflection, the

objective must remain
twofold: on the one hand,
to consolidate the legiti-
macy of the Security
Council; on the other
hand, to strengthen its ca-
pacity to fully assume its
responsibilities in the
maintenance of interna-
tional peace and securi-
ty,” she said.

“It is in this spirit that
France proposed, as early
as 2013, that the five per-
manent members of the
Council voluntarily and
collectively suspend the
use of the veto in case of
mass atrocities. This vol-
untary approach does not
require a revision of the

Charter but a political
commitment by the per-
manent members,” she
added.

The United Kingdom
also voiced support for
India, Germany, Japan
and Brazil to sit as perma-
nent members in an ex-
panded UN Security
Council.

“Our position is well
known. The United
Kingdom has long called
for the expansion of the
Security Council in both
the permanent and non-
permanent categories,”
UK Ambassador Barbara
Woodward said at the
General Assembly debate
on Security Council re-
form Thursday.

France voices support for India, Germany, Brazil,
Japan as permanent UNSC members

Beijing, Nov 19 (AP):

Performances have been
suspended at one of
Beijing’s oldest and most
renowned theaters as part of
a new wave of shop and
restaurant closures in re-
sponse to a spike in COVID-
19 cases in the Chinese capi-
tal. The Jixiang Theater in
the downtown Wangfujing
shopping district was origi-
nally built in 1906 and re-
cently moved to its present
location on the 8th floor of a
shopping mall that also
houses shops and a fast food
restaurant. It is famed for
performances of Peking
opera and other traditional
art forms. Performances
were due to resume Nov. 27,
but such dates for re-opening

have frequently been extend-
ed. China reported 24,263
new cases Saturday, 515 of
them in Beijing. The vast
majority were asympto-
matic. Despite that, lock-
downs and other strict con-
trol measures have been put
in place around the country,
with many Beijing residents
sent notices advising them
not to leave home unless ab-
solutely necessary.

Restaurants, malls and
shops deemed non-essential
have been closed and foot
traffic in those still open was
much reduced. Detection of
a single case or even a close
contact of an infected per-
son can force the closure of
an entire office building or
apartment block. Access to
Beijing’s elite Peking

University was suspended
Wednesday. People who vis-
ited a vegetable market in
the city’s southeast where a
case was found were or-
dered into quarantine in a
hotel at their own expense.
The southern metropolis of
Guangzhou plans to build
quarantine facilities for
nearly 250,000 people.
Guangzhou, a city of 13 mil-
lion people, is the biggest of
a series of hot spots across
China with outbreaks since
early October.

China’s infection num-
bers are low compared with
the United States and other
major countries, but the
ruling Communist Party is
trying to isolate every case
under its “zero-COVID”
policy.

China’s COVID-19 restrictions hit 
historic Beijing theatre

Bangkok, Nov 19 (AP):

Leaders from around
the Asia-Pacific were
wrapping up a summit in
Bangkok, Thailand, with
talks on Saturday on how
to steer the region’s
economies through the
turmoil of war, pan-
demics, and other threats
to peace and stability.

The 21-member Asia-
Pacific Economic
C o o p e r a t i o n ( A P E C )
forum’s long-term mission
is promoting closer eco-
nomic ties, but its sum-
mits often are sidetracked
by other more urgent is-
sues.

Thai Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha
opened Saturday’s meet-
ing by urging the leaders
to push ahead with

APEC’s agenda of pro-
moting free trade in the
Pacific region.

“We have to give priori-
ty to turning this plan
into action,” Prayuth
said. On Friday, APEC

ministers issued a state-
ment condemning
Moscow’s war on Ukraine
and calling for it to fully
withdraw. But it acknowl-
edged differences of opin-
ions among those present,

which included Andrei
Belousov, Russia’s first
deputy prime minister.

The meetings on
Saturday wrap up a flurry
of leaders’ meetings in
Southeast Asian coun-
tries this week. Much of
the activity at such sum-
mits occurs on the side-
lines and in the interludes
before and after meetings
begin.

US Vice President
Kamala Harris and the
leaders of Australia,
Canada, Japan, New
Zealand and South Korea
met separately on Friday
to voice concerns about
North Korea’s launch ear-
lier in the day of an inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile that landed near
Japan’s northern island of
Hokkaido.

Asia-Pacific leaders condemn war,
renew calls for open trade

Bangkok, Nov 19 (AP):

US Vice President
Kamala Harris spoke
briefly with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping on
Saturday in another step
toward keeping lines of
communication open be-
tween the two biggest
economies.

A White House official
said Harris and Xi ex-
changed remarks
Saturday while heading
into a closed-door meeting
at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum’s summit in
Bangkok.

The official said Harris
echoed President Joe
Biden’s comment to Xi at
an meeting between the
two leaders earlier in the
week that China and the
U.S. must keep lines of
communication open to
“responsibly manage the
competition between our
countries.”

The official spoke on
condition of anonymity in
order to be able to speak to
the media.

Relations between
Washington and Beijing
have suffered frictions
over trade and technology,
China’s claims to the sepa-
rately governed island of
Taiwan, the pandemic and
China’s handling of Hong
Kong, human rights and

other issues.
On Friday, Harris

pitched the U.S. as a reli-
able economic partner,
telling a business confer-
ence on APEC’s sidelines,
“The United States is here
to stay.”

Harris told leaders at
the APEC summit that the
U.S. is a “proud Pacific
power” and has a “vital in-
terest in promoting a re-

gion that is open, intercon-
nected, prosperous, secure
and resilient.”

After receiving news
that North Korea had fired
an intercontinental ballis-
tic missile that landed
near Japanese waters,
Harris convened an emer-
gency meeting of the lead-
ers of Japan, South Korea,
Australia, New Zealand
and Canada in which she
slammed the missile test
as a “brazen violation of
multiple U.N. Security res-
olutions.”

“It destabilizes security
in the region and unneces-
sarily raises tensions,” she
said.

“We strongly condemn
these actions and again
call on North Korea to stop
further unlawful, destabi-
lizing acts,” Harris said.
“On behalf of the United
States I reaffirmed our
ironclad commitment to
our Indo-Pacific al-
liances.”

VP Harris has brief encounter with China’s leader Xi

Kathmandu, Nov 19 (PTI):

Nepal will hold nation-
al and provincial elec-
tions on Sunday which
the Nepali Congress-led
ruling coalition is expect-
ed to win but unlikely to
provide much-needed po-
litical stability in the
country sandwiched be-
tween India and China.

More than 17.9 million
people are eligible to vote
in seven provinces across
the Himalayan nation.
The polling will start at 7
am local time and close at
5 pm.

Out of a total of 275
members of the federal
Parliament, 165 will be
elected through direct
voting, while the remain-
ing 110 will be elected
through a proportional
electoral system.

Similarly, out of a total

of 550 members of the
Provincial Assembly, 330
will be elected directly
and 220 will be elected
through the proportional
method. The counting of

the votes will begin soon
after the polling ends but
the final results can take
a few days.

Political observers
closely watching the elec-

tions have predicted a
hung parliament and a
government that is un-
likely to provide the re-
quired political stability
in Nepal. Political insta-
bility has been a recur-
rent feature of Nepal’s
Parliament since the end
of the decade-long Maoist
insurgency, and no prime
minister has served a full
term after the civil war
ended in 2006.

The frequent changes
and fighting among par-
ties have been blamed for
a slow economy.

There are two major
political alliances fight-
ing it out for the
November 20 general
elections - the Nepali
Congress-led democratic
and leftist alliance and
the CPN-UML-led leftist
and pro-Hindu-pro-
monarchy alliance.

The Nepali Congress-
led ruling alliance in-
cludes CPN-Maoist
Centre, CPN-Unified
Socialist, and Madhes-
based Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party while
the CPN-UML-led al-
liance includes pro-
Hindu Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Madhes-based Janata
Samajwadi Party.

Current prime minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba
has formed an electoral
alliance with former
Maoist guerrilla leader
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda against for-
mer premier K P Sharma
Oli. The next government
will face challenges of
keeping a stable political
administration, reviving
the tourism industry and
balancing ties with
neighbours— China and

India.
Over 22,000 polling cen-

tres have been set up for
the November 20 elec-
tions in which 5,907 can-
didates are in the fray.

The Election
Commission of Nepal
has mobilised 276,000
staff for conducting the
election in all 77 districts.
Some 300,000 security
personnel have been de-
ployed to facilitate peace-
ful polling.

Nepal is ready to hold
general elections in a
free, fair and impartial
manner, the election com-
mission said on Friday.

The elections will be
conducted in an environ-
ment better than earlier,
the General Elections
Observation Committee
(GEOC) said on Friday on
the basis of a report on
the pre-election period.

Nepal set for national and provincial elections today
Baghdad, Nov 19 (AP):

Islamic State group mili-
tants attacked an Iraqi
army position in the
northwestern governorate
of Kirkuk early on
Saturday killing four sol-
diers, security sources and
a local government official
said. IS fighters in the dis-
trict of Dibis took the sol-
diers’ weapons and com-
munications gear and left
the scene, security sources
said.

They spoke on condition
of anonymity because
they were not authorised
to give statements to the
media.

It was the first such at-
tack in nearly a year. In
January, Islamic State
gunmen broke into a bar-
racks in the mountainous
al-Azim district outside

the town of Baqouba,
where they killed a guard
and shot dead 11 soldiers
as they slept. Rakan
Saeed al-Jiboury, the gov-
ernor of Kirkuk, told The
Associated Press that the
attack “is a result of neg-
ligence and lack of care
by the security forces.”
He added that the site of
the attack is an area
where authority is divid-
ed between the Iraqi
army and Kurdish pesh-
merga forces “so there is
no coordination, and (IS)
takes advantage of this.”
IS’s territorial control in
Iraq and Syria was
crushed by a years-long
US-backed campaign, but
its fighters continued
with sleeper cells that
have increasingly killed
scores of Iraqis and
Syrians.

IS militants kill 4 Iraqi 
soldiers in northwest

Islamabad, Nov 19 (PTI):

Pakistan is not facing de-
fault risk, the country’s
junior finance minister
has said, amid claims by
former prime minister
Imran Khan that default is
staring the cash-strapped
nation and there is a delay
in formal talks with IMF
on the ninth review of USD
7 billion loan programme.

Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue
Aisha Ghaus Pasha as-
sured the nation on Friday
in the National Assembly
when Mussarat Rafiq
Mahesar of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) put a
direct question to her, “If
Pakistan is going to de-
fault?” Dawn newspaper
reported on Saturday.

There are also reports
about delays in formal
talks with the IMF on the
ninth review of the USD 7

billion loan programme.
“...there is no such possi-

bility. Yes, we were worried
when we took over the gov-
ernment [in April] because
at that time the IMF pro-
gramme was suspended
and the avenues of getting
external finances were
closed for us,” said the min-
ister.

However, she claimed,
the situation had improved
a lot after the government
took some “very difficult
decisions” and revived the
IMF programme.

Pasha said it was a fact
that the country in the past
was unable to borrow
money from other multi-
lateral and bilateral agen-
cies and even the commer-
cial market to finance its
external needs due to the
suspension of the IMF pro-
gramme.

However, she pointed
out that after the success-
ful seventh and eighth re-
views of the IMF pro-
gramme, Pakistan had no
immediate threat of de-
fault. Instead, she claimed,
the country’s exports had
improved, foreign remit-
tances were coming and
foreign direct investment
was getting better.

The minister stated that
Pakistan was now on the
IMF’s track and committed
to its programme.

In response to another
question, Pasha informed
the house that at present

Pakistan’s 50 per cent
economy was estimated to
be undocumented.
However, while quoting
different research studies,
she said the size of
Pakistan’s informal econo-
my was estimated to be
35.6 per cent.

According to the World
Bank, she said, the infor-
mal sector was one-third of
the country’s GDP (Gross
Domestic Product).

She said efforts were
being made to enhance the
size of the formal econo-
my, adding that a well-
structured taxation policy
and effective enforcement
thereof could play an im-
portant role in achieving
this objective. The govern-
ment was making all-out
efforts to bring reforms to
the tax collection system
in a bid to generate maxi-
mum income to create fa-
cilities for taxpayers.

Pak no longer faces default
risk: Aisha Ghaus Pasha

Former television host and Independent Party’s candidate
in Nepal’s general election Rabi Lamichhane (C) gestures
from atop a vehicle as he arrives for a door-to-door in elec-
tion campaign event in Padampur. 

This handout picture taken and released  by the Thai gov-
ernment press office shows China’s President Xi Jinping
(C) and Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-Cha (C-
R) attending a gala diner with other leaders during the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in
Bangkok.
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New Material 
New Hope

Scientists have discovered a
novel material called
"Conductive Play-Doh" that
goes against conventional wis-
dom and paves the way for
new designs in the field of
electronics.They have created
a this new type of material
that can be made to look like
plastic but conduct electricity
like metal, breaking all known
rules of electrical conduction
and paving the way for a novel
material that can even could
change the way electronics are
manufactured. A team of sci-
entists from the University of
Chicago has recently created
this material that still con-
ducts electricity despite the
presence of messy molecular
fragments.Typically, conduc-
tive metals such as copper,
gold, or aluminum, or organic
materials synthesized for this
purpose, consist of closely
aligned rows of atoms or mole-
cules that allow electrons to
move easily.The scientists say
that the new material, ignited
that theory with a material
with a disordered structure
that still conducts ions, paving
the way for a whole new direc-
tion for materials that conduct
electricity. According to the
them, this opens the way in
principle to design a whole
new type of material that is
conductive, easy to shape and
very durable in everyday con-
ditions.The finding represents
a new design principle for the
evolution of electronic tech-
nology, including its handling
options. For example, conven-
tional metals often need to be
melted to be formed into the
right shape for a processor or
device, which limits what can
be made of them because of
presence of other components
must also have the same heat
resistance. However, this new
material does not have this
limitation because it can be
fabricated at room tempera-
ture.Therefore it is environ-
mental friendly.Also because
of its stability, one can use it
for requirements where the
device or its components must
withstand heat, acid or alkali,
or even humidity.The team is
however currently exploring
the further different forms and
functions the material can
have, such as 2D, 3D or porosi-
ty, which can potentially
change its function.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,
Karnataka

Collegium system
If the Collegium system is
without corruption, why the
same has not been justified
in selections for all other
services in the country,
including IAS, PCS, military
personnel, engineers, doc-
tors etc? Pending court cases
have increased from 3 to 4
crores in the past 10 years.
There is never any advertise-
ment for judiciary depart-
ments in the media for the
lowest to the highest posts.
The judiciary has not become
independent for the public
despite 75 years of India’s
Independence.

AAsshhookk  KKuummaarr  GGooeell,,
PPaanncchhkkuullaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Workers push a tank to be used to make temporary bridge over Ganges river for the upcoming month-long annual Magh Mela,
in Prayagraj, Saturday, Nov. 19.

MAGH MELA FESTIVAL

India's Long-Term Low Carbon Development Strategy by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)  has laid down the
roadmap for the country's development while simultaneously pursuing
the declared goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. The
north-eastern region bridging development gaps with advanced regions
at a faster pace will be crucial for the country to stay the course. Some
of the key features of the strategy document include the transition from
fossil fuel in a just, smooth and sustainable manner, increased use of
biofuels, ethanol blending in petrol, sustainable and climate-resilient
urban development and improved energy efficiency. The approach out-
lined in the pathway to low carbon transition emphasizes that India has
contributed little to global warming, its historical contribution to cumu-
lative global greenhouse gas emissions being minuscule. Despite having
a share of 17% of the world's population, it has significant energy needs
for development, and it is committed to pursuing low-carbon strategies
for development and is actively pursuing them, as per national circum-
stances the country needs to build climate resilience. The drive to
increase electric vehicle penetration, increased the use of green hydro-
gen fuel and ensure ethanol blending to reach 20% by 2050 and a strong
modal shift to public transport for passenger and freight are expected
to drive the low carbon development of the transport sector as envis-
aged in the strategy are prudent approach but mobilising resources to
meet the deadlines will be a huge challenge. It estimates that 20%
ethanol blending in petrol will result in yearly savings of about Rs 30,000
crore which can be utilized for electric mobility and enhancing renew-
able energy generation. The Northeast getting a higher share of the
resources will be critical to ensure that the region is not left behind in
the transition towards a low-carbon development regime. Inland water
transport is a low-carbon and energy-efficient transport mode, faster
development of underutilized waterways along the Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers as well as their tributaries can accelerate the pace of devel-
opment in the region in conformity with the strategy. The document
highlights that given India's current growth and transport sector trends,
the on-road freight segment is likely to be a significant driver of trans-
port emissions in the long term in a business-as-usual scenario. Indian
Railways becoming a net-zero carbon emitter by 2030 which will lead to
reducing 60 million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually will be a crucial
deadline. India's road transport sector accounts for about 87% of pas-
senger traffic and 60% of freight. The operative cost of waterways is
30% less than roadways and 60% less than railways, inland water trans-
port is more sustainable but India's share of waterway cargo transport
being only 2%, there is ample scope for harnessing the waterways for
low-carbon and energy-efficient development in the transport sector.
Road transport has been pushed in the region through the construction
of highways while railway expansion has not achieved the desired pace.
This, however, brings an opportunity to prioritise the development of
waterways in transport development to meet strategic goals. The ini-
tiatives, for the region, however, need to be on a much larger scale and
beyond experimental cruise services which entail huge investment for
making the waterways navigable around the year, dovetailing improve-
ment in waterways with multimodal logistics. The strategy harps on the
need for future urban development to be driven by smart city initiatives,
and integrated planning of cities but the poor performance of states in
the region compared to states in another region in implementing smart
city projects points towards the widening gap. Proper and scientific
solid and liquid waste management play a crucial role in reducing
greenhouse gas emission and converting waste to energy but mounting
heaps of untreated garbage in landfills in Guwahati and other cities as
well as various towns in the region present the real challenges that need
to be overcome to implement India's low-term carbon development
strategy. With 23.75% of the total forest cover of the country, the north-
east region is a huge carbon sink and therefore, conservation of forest
resources in the region will help the states to seek more shares of the
resources allocated for low-carbon development needs of the country.
This also brings the development planning for the region into the cen-
tre stage of policy discourse and raises a larger debate about balancing
investment for infrastructure projects with forest conservation and the
livelihoods of people. Improving connectivity in the landlocked region is
central to faster development but connectivity projects must not lead to
massive diversion of forest in the region so that advantage it enjoys by
playing a crucial role in climate change mitigation is not lost. According
to the strategy document, India has pledged a commitment of 2.5 to 3
billion tonnes of additional carbon sequestration in forest and tree cover
by 2030 which explains the role cut out for the region with less than 50
years of the window of opportunities kept open. MM embers currently

account for approxi-
mately 80% of the world's GDP,
75% of global trade, and 60% of
the global population. The
Presidency, assisted by the
countries holding the
Presidency before and after it
(the Troika), is responsible for
setting the agenda for each
year's summit. Next year the
"troika" of the G-20 will consist
of emerging economies for the
first time with India, Indonesia,

and Brazil. The motto of the
Bali G-20 summit is Rise
Together, Rise Strong.

While the focus will be on
post-pandemic recovery and
dealing with energy and food
security affected by the
Russian war in Ukraine, much
interest will be on which side
the leaders choose to hold the
bilateral summit. The leaders
will join the discussion in three
sessions: on food and energy
security, the health partnership

for global infrastructure and
investment, and digital trans-
formation. India will focus on
the Global South and geopoliti-
cal tensions, and problems
caused by food and fuel short-
ages.

An attempt will be made to
build a global consensus on
issues that divide the world. A
series of bilateral talks will take
place against the backdrop of
ongoing tensions around the
world, including the invasion of
Ukraine and the ensuing eco-
nomic and environmental con-
sequences, the climate crisis,
North Korea's nuclear program,
and China's rising global aspi-
rations. A wide range of con-
temporary burning topics will
be discussed, including the
state of the world economy,
and issues related to energy,
environment, agriculture,
health, and digital transforma-
tion.

G-20: Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, South Korea,
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, UK, USA,
and US The European Union
(EU) is to include a purpose,
vision and mission statement, a
permanent secretariat and
staff to monitor commitments
and ensure continuity in the
agenda. The G-20 can focus on
domestic commitments instead
of international commitments
and start implementing them.
The joint statement included

India's message to Russia:
"Today's era should not be one
of war". helped bridge the gap.
India is hosting an international
summit of this scale (from
September 9 and 10, 2023 in
New Delhi) for the first time.

India's chairmanship will be
inclusive, ambitious, decisive,
and action-oriented, as reflect-
ed by India's G20 chairmanship
theme "One Earth, One Family,
One Future".

World's two most powerful
economies - US and China
meeting: At a time when rela-
tions between their countries
have become strained, their
meeting is being seen as a
growing step towards rebuild-
ing fractured ties. The division
between Russia and the West
especially after news of a
"Russian-made" missile land-
ing in Poland - a NATO member
country.

The G-20 presidency is an
opportunity for India to assume
leadership of the Global South.
Building a global consensus on
reforming multilateral organi-
zations such as the United
Nations was the first step
towards a new world order for
the post-Covid era. The G20 has
gained increased relevance in a
world facing challenges such as
climate change, the COVID-19
pandemic, and the war in
Ukraine.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa    RReesseeaarrcchh
SScchhoollaarr  iinn  PPoolliittiiccaall

SScciieennccee,,PPooeetteessss,,  ffrreeeellaannccee
jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))
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It is widely known that there are roughly 50 million people world-
wide who have been diagnosed with epilepsy. It ranks as the fourth
most common neurological condition, after Alzheimer's, migraines,
and strokes.More importantly, an estimated 12 million patients live
in India. And nearly 60% of Persons with Epilepsy (PWE) have the
onset of the disease in their childhood. The good news is that
epilepsy is easily manageable if it is properly diagnosed and treat-
ed, thus research and public awareness are essential. Despite the
fact that epilepsy is treatable, three-quarters of individuals affect-
ed in developing countries do not receive the required care. There
are over 10 million epileptic seizures in India each year.
International Epilepsy Day is a special event which promotes
awareness of epilepsy in more than 130 countries each year. Since
1969, the Epilepsy Foundation has recognized November as
National Epilepsy Awareness Month (NEAM). National Epilepsy
Awareness Month and National Epilepsy Day (November 17)are
commemorated each November to increase public awareness on
the causes and symptoms of epilepsy. According to the Epilepsy
Foundation, 1 in 10 people will experience a seizure at some point
in their lives, and 1 in 26 people will be diagnosed with epilepsy.
Epilepsy, one of the most common neurological disorders, results in
aberrant brain activity, which can occasionally result in coma or
convulsions or bursts of bizarre behavior or emotions. Seizures are
one of the symptoms of epilepsy, however not all seizures are the
same. Epilepsy patients frequently experience different kinds of
seizures. Even though seizures are the most typical epilepsy symp-
tom, people of all ages and genders might experience additional
symptoms in addition to seizures. It is regarded as a spectrum con-
dition because each individual's manifestations vary. Every age
group has different issues and worries, and the condition can
impact anyone at any time. A wearable medical device that can give
an early warning of an epileptic seizure has been developed recent-
ly. Modern medicine has all the tools to diagnose, treat and cure
epilepsy, but there should be no space for the stigma long attached
to the ailment as well.  Epilepsy Awareness Day contributes greatly
to the enlightenment of people around the world. November is a
great time to learn more about this neurological condition, as it is
epilepsy awareness month.

DESTIGMATIZE EPILEPSY

G20 for India: An opportunity
to lead the Global South

Low carbon 
development strategy

S
cientists have developed
artificial enzymes pro-

grammed to target the genet-
ic code of SARS-CoV-2 and
destroy the virus, an advance
that may lead to a new gener-
ation of antiviral drugs for
COVID-19 and its variants.

Enzymes are naturally oc-
curring biological catalysts,
which enable the chemical
transformations required for
our bodies to function -- from
translating the genetic code
into proteins to digesting
food.

Although most enzymes
are proteins, some of these
crucial reactions are catal-
ysed by RNA, a chemical
cousin of DNA, our genetic
material, which can fold into
enzymes known as ri-
bozymes.

Some classes of ribozyme
are able to target specific se-
quences in other RNA mole-

cules and cut them precisely.
In 2014, Alex Taylor and

colleagues from the
University of Cambridge,
UK, discovered that artificial
genetic material known as
XNA -- in other words, syn-
thetic chemical alternatives
to RNA and DNA not found
in nature -- could be used to
create the world's first fully-
artificial enzymes, named
XNAzymes.

These artificial enzymes
can cut long, complex RNA
molecules and are so precise
that if the target sequence
differs by just a single nu-
cleotide -- the basic structur-
al unit of RNA -- they will
recognise not to cut it.

This means they can be
programmed to attack mu-
tated RNAs involved in can-
cer or other diseases, leaving
normal RNA molecules well
alone, the researchers said.

The study, published in the
journal Nature
Communications, demon-
strated the use of this tech-
nology to successfully 'kill'
live SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Creating new XNAzymes
can be done in far less time
than it normally takes to de-
velop antiviral drugs, accord-
ing to the researchers.

Taylor teamed up with
Nicholas Matheson to show
that these XNAzymes were
active against live SARS-
CoV-2 virus. "It's really en-
couraging that for the first
time and this has been a big
goal of the field we actually
have them working as en-
zymes inside cells, and in-
hibiting replication of live
virus," said Pehuen Pereyra
Gerber, who performed the
experiments on SARS-CoV-2
in Matheson's lab. "What
we've shown is proof of prin-

ciple, and it's still early
days," added Matheson.

Taylor checked the target
viral sequences against data-
bases of human RNAs to en-
sure they were not present in
our own RNA. Because the
XNAzymes are highly specif-
ic, this should in theory pre-
vent some of the 'off-target'
side-effects that similar, less
accurate molecular thera-
peutics may cause, such as
liver toxicity, the researchers
said.

SARS-CoV-2 has the ability
to evolve and change its ge-
netic code, leading to new
variants against which vac-
cines are less effective.

To counter this problem,
Taylor not only targeted re-
gions of the viral RNA that
mutate less frequently, but
also designed three of the
XNAzymes to self-assemble
into a 'nanostructure' that

cuts different parts of the
virus genome. "We're target-
ing multiple sequences, so
for the virus to evade the
therapy it would have to mu-
tate at several sites at once,"
he said.

"In principle, you could
combine lots of these
XNAzymes together into a
cocktail. But even if a new
variant does appear that is
capable of getting round
this, because we already
have the catalytic core, we
can rapidly make new en-
zymes to keep ahead of it,"
Taylor added.

XNAzymes could poten-
tially be administered as
drugs to protect people ex-
posed to COVID-19, to pre-
vent the virus taking hold, or
to treat patients with infec-
tion, helping rid the body of
the virus, the researchers
said.

Novel artificial enzymes could help ‘kill’ Covid virus

PRIYANKA SAURABH

The G-20 presidency is an opportunity for India

to assume leadership of the Global South.

Building a global consensus on reforming mul-

tilateral organizations such as the United

Nations was the first step towards a new world

order for the post-Covid era. The G20 has

gained increased relevance in a world facing

challenges such as climate change, the COVID-

19 pandemic, and the war in Ukraine. India's

chairmanship will be inclusive, ambitious, de-

cisive, and action-oriented, as reflected by

India's G20 chairmanship theme "One Earth,

One Family, One Future".
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BRIEF

Budget meetings 

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will kick-
start the customary
pre-budget meetings
beginning Monday
with a special focus on
issues concerning cli-
mate change and in-
frastructure. The min-
ister would hold virtu-
al meetings on
November 21 in three
groups with industry
chambers, infrastruc-
ture sector and envi-
ronment experts seek-
ing suggestions for the
2023-24 Budget mak-
ing from stakeholders.
On November 22,
Sitharaman would
meet agriculture and
agro processing in-
dustry, representa-
tives from financial
sector and capital
markets. She will also
be meeting the repre-
sentatives of services
sector and trade bod-
ies, besides experts
from social sector, in-
cluding health, educa-
tion, water and sanita-
tion, on November 24.

Retail outlets
Mumbai: Blue Dart
said it has set up 25 re-
tail outlets in Tier-I
and Tier-II towns as
part of its expansion
roadmap. Besides
these 25 retails outlets,
the company plans to
establish 100 similar
facilities. These stores
have opened in
Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Punjab, West Bengal,
Odisha, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa,
and Gujarat, Blue
Dart said in a state-
ment. The company
said it now serves over
55,400 locations.

Resignation
New Delhi: Online
food delivery platform
Zomato on Friday said
its Co-founder Mohit
Gupta has resigned
from his post. Gupta,
who had joined
Zomato four-and-a-half
year back, was elevat-
ed to co-founder in 2020
from the position of
CEO of its food deliv-
ery business. In a mes-
sage sent to the Zomato
which was shared on
the BSE by the compa-
ny, Gupta said he is "de-
ciding to move on from
Zomato to seek the
other unknown adven-
tures that life holds for
me". Zomato said
Gupta was not desig-
nated as key manageri-
al personnel under the
Companies Act, 2013
and the listing regula-
tions, while making
the voluntary disclo-
sure of his resignation.

Flight service
Mumbai: Domestic
carrier Akasa Air an-
nounced its plans to
launch services to
Visakhapatnam from
Bengaluru, starting
December 10, which
will be the airline's
10th destination since
its launch in August
this year. The city-
based airline recently
announced connect-
ing Pune and
Bengaluru with dou-
ble daily flights from
November 26 and a
third frequency on the
route from December
10. Witnessing a rise
in demand, the airline
is further augmenting
connectivity between
Bengaluru and
Ahmedabad by adding
a third frequency
starting December 17,
Akasa said.

Hyderabad, Nov 19:  

The war in Europe
brought with it new chal-
lenges, just when the econ-
omy was about to nor-
malise fully despite the
third wave of the COVID-
19 pandemic and suddenly,
the world encountered a
severe food and energy cri-
sis, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Saturday.
Delivering the inaugural
address at the annual re-
search conference of the
Department of Economic
and Policy Research of
RBI here, Das said the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis
created an opportunity to
explore and harness the
power of big data and
strengthen direct feedback
mechanisms while work-
ing from home.

He further said the pan-
demic also posed new re-

search issues and analyti-
cal challenges for policy-
making as it caused a de-
mand shock or a supply
shock, the size and nature
of policy stimulus re-
quired, and their effective-
ness, among others. The
RBI Governor said the
first major challenge was
data collection during the
first wave of the pandemic
and the associated statisti-
cal break in data. During
the second wave which
was more lethal, collecting
information on sector

level stress became even
more important for de-
signing targeted policy in-
terventions.

"The war in Europe
brought with it new chal-
lenges, just when the econ-
omy was about to nor-
malise fully despite the
third wave of the pandem-
ic. Suddenly, the world en-
countered a severe food
crisis and an energy crisis.
A new risk emerged in the
form of fragmentation of
the global economy driven
by fast changing geopoliti-
cal considerations, that
brought to the fore the
need for reducing depend-
ence on any single source
for critical supplies," Das
said.

Commodity prices sky-
rocketed and supply
chains knotted further.
These factors led to globali-
sation of inflation and poli-
cy makers were presented

with a new set of research
issues understanding the
magnitude and likely per-
sistence of these shocks,
the transmission channels
of these shocks and the ef-
fectiveness of alternative
policy tools, the regulator
said. As countries took re-
course to trade policy
measures (tariff and non-
tariff) and fiscal measures
(price freeze, tax cuts and
subsidies to the vulnera-
ble), the suitability of such
measures in the Indian
context also required fo-
cussed research attention,
he added.

According to him,
since March 2020, three
major shocks the COVID-
19 pandemic, war in
Europe and the aggressive
tightening of monetary
policy across countries
have posed very different
set of challenges for eco-
nomic research, he said.

With war in Europe, world 
encounters food, energy crisis: Das New Delhi, Nov 19:  

The government has
cut the export duty on
steel products and iron
ore with effect from
Saturday in order to pro-
vide a fillip to the domes-
tic steel industry and
boost exports. Besides,
import duty on an-
thracite, coking coal and
ferronickel -- used as raw
material in the steel in-
dustry -- has been hiked,
as per a finance ministry
notification issued late on
Friday. The export duty
concessions and import
tax have been restored
after a gap of six months.
In May, the tariffs were
tweaked in the wake of a
sharp and steady rise in
prices of steel and in
order to augment the
availability both of fin-
ished steel as well as raw
materials required for
steel manufacture.

With effect from
Saturday, exports of speci-

fied pig iron and steel
products as well as iron
ore pellets will attract 'nil'
export duty. Also, export
duty on outward ship-
ment of iron ore lumps
and fines with less than 58
per cent iron content will
be 'nil'. In the case of iron
ore lumps and fines with
more than 58 per cent
iron, the rate of duty will
be 30 per cent. As per the
notification, import duty
on anthracite/PCI, coking
coal and ferronickel has
been hiked to 2.5 per cent,
while for coke and semi-
coke it has been raised to
5 per cent, from 'nil' earli-
er. The duty cut follows a
meeting of Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia with
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman ear-
lier this week. The meet-
ing was attended by
Revenue Secretary desig-
nate Sanjay Malhotra,
among other senior offi-
cials. The finance min-
istry had in May hiked the

export duty on pig iron
and steel products to 15
per cent from 'nil', a move
which was intended to
discourage exports and
increase domestic avail-
ability to help lower
prices. The tax on export
of iron ores and concen-
trates was hiked to 50 per
cent from 30 per cent,
while on iron pellets a 45
per cent duty was im-
posed. Steel industry has
been demanding a roll-
back of the duties, saying
local demand was not suf-
ficient for domestic pro-
duction. In a statement,
the finance ministry said,
"The current measures
will provide a fillip to the
domestic steel industry
and boost exports."
Engineering Export
Promotion Council
(EEPC) said in the last
few months in terms of
volume, exports of major
stainless steel and alloy
steel items have shown a
declining trend.

Export duty on steel, iron ore cut; tax
on some raw material imports hiked

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

Air India will be intro-
ducing premium economy
class in some of its long
haul international flights
next month, its chief
Campbell Wilson said on
Saturday as the Tata
group-owned airline works
on ways to expand its mar-
ket share as well as the
global network. In his
speech at an event by the
JRD Tata Memorial Trust
here, Wilson said the air-
line will increase its mar-
ket share to at least 30 per
cent in domestic and inter-
national routes. The airline
is implementing a long-
term revival plan and over
the next five years, it aims
to grow its wide-body and
narrow-body fleet as well
as expand the global net-
work. "The short-term ac-
tions have been to replace
carpets, curtains, seat

cushions and covers. To fix
defective seats and inflight
entertainment systems as
fast as supply chains will
allow. And where parts are
no longer available in the
market, to work with the
likes of Tata Technologies
to design and manufacture
parts ourselves. "We've re-
cently completely re-
vamped the domestic in-
flight menu, and will be
doing likewise, as well as
launching premium econo-
my on certain long haul in-
ternational flights next
month," the Air India CEO

and MD said. According to
Wilson, the airline has re-
stored nearly 20 aircraft
that had been grounded for
years due to lack of parts
and money. Leaving aside
cabin interiors, this has re-
quired procuring over
30,000 parts that had been
cannibalised over the years
to keep other aircraft fly-
ing, he added. In addition
to restoring long-grounded
aircraft, he said the airline
has finalised leases for 30
additional aircraft being
delivered over the next 12
months, starting next
week, with more in the
final stages of negotiation.
"Beyond these short-term
additions, we are in deep
discussion with Boeing,
Airbus and engine manu-
facturers for a historic
order of the latest-genera-
tion aircraft that will
power Air India's medium
and long-term growth.

Air India to introduce premium economy
class: CEO & MD Campbell Wilson

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

Asia's richest man
Gautam Adani on
Saturday said India,
which took 58 years to be-
come a trillion dollar
economy, will add an
equivalent sum to GDP
every 12-18 months and
will be the world's second
largest economy by 2050.
Speaking at the 21st
World Congress of
Accountants here, he
said back-to-back global
crises have challenged
several assumptions, in-
cluding that China
should adopt western
democratic principles,
secular principles are
universal, the EU would
stay together, and that

Russia would be forced to
accept a reduced interna-
tional role. "This multi-
level crisis has shattered
the myth of a unipolar or
a bipolar world of super-
powers that could step in
and stabilize global envi-
ronments," he said. "In
my view - in this emerg-
ing multipolar world - su-
perpowers will need to be
those that take responsi-
bility to step in and help
others in a crisis and not
bully other nations into
submission, those that
keep humanity as their

foremost operating prin-
ciple." A superpower, he
said, must also be a thriv-
ing democracy and yet
believe that "there is no
one uniform style of
democracy." "The style of
capitalism that drives
growth for the sake of
growth and ignores the
social fabric of a society,
is rightfully facing its
greatest pushback ever,"
he said. Adani, 60, said
the foundations of India's
increasing economy
might have become rele-
vant and a majority gov-
ernment has given the
nation the ability to initi-
ate several structural re-
forms in the political and
administrative system.

"It took us 58 years to
get to our first trillion
dollars of GDP, 12 years
to get to the next trillion
and just five years for the
third trillion.

India to be world’s 2nd largest
economy by 2050: Gautam Adani
̈ To add a trillion

dollar to GDP every
12-18 months

Steel industry 
welcomes duty cut

on steel exports
New Delhi, Nov 19: 

The government's decision to
remove export duty on steel
items will boost demand for
steel, industry members said on
Saturday. The government has
cut the export duty on steel
products and iron ore with
effect from November 19, 2022 -
- six months after imposition of
the levy on May 21. As per a
finance ministry notification
issued late night on Friday,
exports of specified pig iron and
steel products as well as iron ore
pellets will attract 'nil' export
duty. "It will be a big sentimen-
tal booster to revive domestic
steel demand, particularly when
the global steel demand is on a
steep decline," Seshagiri Rao,
Joint MD, JSW Steel & Group
CFO said. Alok Sahay, Secretary-
General, Indian Steel
Association (ISA) said the deci-
sion, immediately when the
inflation numbers came to a rea-
sonable level, shows the concern
of the government towards the
common man and the industry. 

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

India's foreign exchange
reserves soared by USD
14.72 billion to reach USD
544.72 billion for the week
to November 11, making it
the steepest accretion since
August 2021. However, the
reserves have fallen by over
USD 110 billion since March
as the RBI has been prop-
ping up the rupee amid
global volatility. According
to the latest weekly data
from the Reserve Bank, the
forex kitty swelled by USD
14.72 billion to USD 544.72
billion for the week to
November 11. The reserves
were at USD 529.99 billion
as of November 4. Of the

total addition, the value of
foreign currency assets,
which is the largest compo-
nent of the reserves, rose by
USD 11.8 billion to USD
482.53 billion for the report-
ing week. Foreign currency
assets consist of the effect of
appreciation or depreciation
of non-US currencies like the
euro, pound, and the yen held
in the foreign exchange
reserves. Gold reserves
increased by USD 2.64 billion
to USD 39.70 billion. In the
week to October 21, the
reserves had fallen by USD
117.93 billion to USD 524.52
billion. The reserves had
climbed by USD 16.7 billion in
the week to August 27, 2021,
but the addition included USD
12.6 billion of one-time
COVID restructuring support
from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

New Delhi, Nov 19: 

Retail inflation for farm
and rural workers eased
marginally to 7.22 per cent
and 7.34 per cent, respec-
tively, in October compared
to September 2022, mainly
due to lower prices of cer-
tain food items. "Point to
point rate of inflation
based on the CPI-AL (con-
sumer price index-agricul-
tural labour) and CPI-RL
(rural labour) stood at 7.22
per cent & 7.34 per cent in
October 2022 compared to
7.69 per cent & 7.90 per cent
respectively in September
2022 and 2.76 per cent and
3.12 per cent respectively
during the corresponding
month of the previous
year," a labour ministry
statement said. Food infla-
tion stood at 7.05 per cent
and 7 per cent in October

2022 compared to 7.47 per
cent & 7.52 per cent respec-
tively in September 2022
and 0.39 per cent & 0.59 per
cent respectively during
the corresponding month
of the previous year. The
All-India Consumer Price
Index Number for
Agricultural Labourers
and Rural Labourers for
the month of October 2022
increased by 10 points and
9 points to stand at 1159
points and 1170 points re-
spectively.

The CPI-AL was at 1,149
points in September 2022,
while CPI-RL was at 1,161
points. The major contri-
bution towards the rise in
general index of
Agricultural Labourers
and Rural Labourers came
from food group to the ex-
tent of 9.15 & 8.35 points re-
spectively mainly due to in-

crease in prices of rice,
wheat-atta, jowar, ragi,
pulses, milk, ghee, fish
fresh/dry, poultry, onion,
chillies dry, mixed spices,
vegetables & fruits, gur, etc.
The rise in index varied
from state to state.

In case of Agricultural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 16 points
in 20 states. Tamil Nadu
with 1337 points topped
the index table whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
913 points stood at the bot-
tom. In case of Rural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 15 points
in 19 states while it re-
mained unchanged for
Kerala state. Tamil Nadu
with 1325 points topped
the index table whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
962 points stood at the bot-
tom.

Frankfurt, Nov 19: 

European Central
Bank President
Christine Lagarde
warned  that the bank
may have to raise in-
terest rates beyond
merely withdrawing
stimulus and into ter-
ritory that could restrain
growth as the bank fights to
control record inflation in
the 19 countries that use the
euro. "We expect to raise
rates further, and with-
drawing accommodation
may not be enough,"
Lagarde said in a speech at
a banking forum in
Frankfurt, Germany. She
said the bank intended to
bring inflation down "in a
timely manner" and that
"how far we need to go, and
how fast, will be deter-

mined by the inflation out-
look." The ECB has
raised rates at the
fastest pace in its his-
tory to combat infla-
tion that hit 10.7 per
cent in the eurozone
in October, the high-
est since statistics
started being kept in

1997 and far above the
bank's goal of 2 per cent.
Inflation has been fed by
high natural gas prices
caused by Russia's cutbacks
in gas supply during the
war in Ukraine and by bot-
tlenecks in supplies of
parts and raw materials as
demand rebounds from re-
strictions imposed during
the coronavirus pandemic.
In response, the central
bank has lifted its bench-
marks by two full percent-
age points since July.

WORLD CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTANTS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with outgoing IFAC President Alan Johnson during the inauguration of the

21st World Congress of Accountants, at Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai.

Forex kitty swells by USD
14.72 bn to USD 544.72 bn
̈ Steepest accretion

since Aug 2021

Lagarde warns ECB may do more
to rates than remove stimulus

Retail inflation for farm, rural eased
marginally to 7.22pc, 7.34pc in October

Bengaluru, Nov 19: 

India's deep tech startups
need higher seed
and early stage fund-
ing to grow faster as
only 11 per cent of
technology-related
funds reach this
ecosystem as of now,
N a t i o n a l
Association of
Software and
Services Companies (NASS-
COM) president Debjani
Ghosh said on Friday.

Deep tech or deep tech-
nology startups are enter-
prises that work in the area
of emerging technologies
like artificial intelligence
(AI), robotics, quantum,
blockchain, Internet of
Things (IoT), drones and
augmented reality (AR).

Speaking at a workshop on
'Startups and
Entrepreneurship: Vision

India@2047', organ-
ised by the
Department for
Promotion of
Industry and
Internal Trade
(DPIIT) under the
Ministry of
Commerce, Ghosh
pointed out that of

the total 25,000-plus tech
startups in the country, only
3,000 are related to deep tech
that account for only 12 per
cent. India has some excel-
lent deep tech startups
working across the entire
range of emerging tech-
nologies, but only 11 per
cent of total technology-re-
lated funding is going to
deep tech, she said.

Only 11 pc tech investment
in deep tech startups, need

higher seed funding: Debjani
Mumbai, Nov 19: 

India's economic growth
is likely to be in the range of
6.1 to 6.3 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter, helping the
country achieve 7 per cent
growth rate in the current
fiscal, said an article pub-
lished in the Reserve Bank's
bulletin released on Friday.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO) will be releas-
ing the growth estimates of
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for the July-
September quarter on
November 30. The article
titled 'State of the
Economy', written by a
team led by RBI Deputy
Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra, also said
recent global developments
have thrown up both risks

and opportunities. The
macroeconomic outlook
can best be characterised
as resilient but sensitive to
formidable global head-
winds, it noted. Based on
high frequency indicators,
the authors said their 'now-
casting' and full informa-
tion models peg real GDP
growth in second quarter
of 2022-23 between 6.1 and
6.3 per cent.

"If this is realised, India
is on course for a growth
rate of about 7 per cent in
2022-23. In Q3, supply re-
sponses in the economy are
gaining strength," it added.
The central bank, however,
said the opinions ex-
pressed in the article are
those of the authors and do
not represent the views of
the Reserve Bank of India.

Q2 GDP growth 
estimated at between

6.1 and 6.3 pc: RBI article

B
ollywood actress
Yami Gautam
Dhar's investigative

drama thriller movie 'Lost'
will have its special
screening at the soon to be
held 53rd edition of the
International film Festival
of India.

IFFI shared the infor-
mation about the film's
screening via Twitter.
They shared a video
of the actress in
which she can be
heard saying:
"Greetings! I know
all of you are very
excited for my
film 'Lost'. I'm ea-
gerly waiting to
meet everyone
at the Asian
premiere of

'Lost' organ-
ised by IFFI.

Let's meet on
November 23."
The film, di-

rected by
Aniruddha Roy

Chowdhury of 'Pink'
fame, will be screened
at 6 p.m, IST on
November 23 at

INOX Panjim.
Yami will be seen

playing a crime re-
porter in the film
which also stars
Pankaj Kapur, Rahul

Khanna, Neil
B h o o p a l a m ,
Tushar Pandey
and Pia Bajpai.

ACROSS

1. Seafood choice

5. Zealous

10. Thick piece

14. Highway section

15. Tent post

16. Fork prong

17. Blade part

18. Ellen DeGeneres, e.g.

20. Pilot's craft

22. Like honey

23. Plaything

24. Perform surgery

27. Passed effortlessly

28. Naps

33. Cowboy show

36. Compete

37. Become weary

38. Mimics

39. Asparagus unit

41. Guinness of "Star Wars"

42. Short note

43. Tint

44. Terrific

45. Fragment

47. Insult

49. Porridge

51. Lakers' league (abbr.)

54. Nimble

58. Volcano outburst

60. Newt, e.g.

63. Cattle group

64. Friend

65. Keaton or Sawyer

66. Skin woe

67. Free ticket

68. Actress ____ Burstyn

69. Golfers' pegs

DOWN

1. Shoe spike

2. CB ____

3. Furious

4. Horn's sound

5. Get free

6. Made amends

7. Player

8. Get by

9. Apple color

10. Hearty soup

11. Fishing string

12. English princess

13. Sugar source

19. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

21. Daft

25. India's continent

26. Layer

27. Fable writer

29. Beatle Ringo ____

30. Floor piece
31. District
32. Faction
33. Male sheep
34. Honest
35. ____ Moore of "A Few Good Men"
36. Victory letter
39. Mets' old stadium
40. Golf stroke
44. Guzzle
46. Ode
47. Tranquil
48. Ralph ____ of fashion
50. Hero's award
51. Brother's daughter
52. Supported
53. Peruvian range
54. Urgent acronym
55. Festive occasion
56. Misfortunes
57. Deposits
59. Not this
61. Lemon drink
62. Zero

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  20,  2022

C R O S S WO R D 484

SOLUTION 483

S
ony Entertainment
Television's knowl-
e d g e - b a s e d

gameshow 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati-Season 14' will
be welcoming 42 year old
Prakash Jaisingh from
Kolkata, West Bengal on
the hotseat on 21st
November, Monday.
Along with a great game-
play with Mr Amitabh
Bachchan, the contestant
will also be indulging in
some brilliant conversa-
tions with the host, talk-
ing about his life in
Kolkata amongst other
things. An interesting
tete-a-tete with Prakash
will also entail an inter-
esting trivia revealed by
Mr Bachchan that would
surprise the audience.

The episode would
commence with a mono-
logue by Mr Bachchan in
which he would wish

everyone a very happy
World TV Day. According
to a source close to set,
Big B would be talking
about clappers and clap-
per boys after Prakash
Jaisingh would answer a
question regarding the
object used before com-
mencing movies. Quoting

the host, the source said,
"Big B begins the conver-
sation by talking about
the workings of a clapper
and how it comes handy
on the editing table of a
film and how it synchro-
nises the visuals of a
movie. Mr Bachchan also
spoke about the contents

written on a clapper, like
the film's name, the direc-
tor's name, the number of
takes happening in a
scene and more. In the
end, revealing an inter-
esting trivia about clap-
pers, he said that many
veterans of the Indian
film industry, they began
in movies by being clap-
per boys. The whole day,
they would be assistants
to the movie makers and
their job entailed being a
clapper boy. He surprised
everyone when he re-
vealed that Raj Kapoor
saab was a clapper board
boy."

Tune in to watch
Prakash Jaisingh on the
hotseat on 21st
November, Monday on
'Kaun Banega Crorepati-
14' at 9 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Amitabh reveals a yesteryear legend to be a clapper boy 

Yami Gautam
Dhar’s ‘Lost’ 

to be screened
at 53rd IFFI on

Nov 23

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will be seen competing.
About &TV’s Doosri Maa
track, Yashoda shares, “A
kidnapper enters
Yashoda's (Neha Josi)
home. Suresh (Sunil Dutt)
stops Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) because he
believes Krishna is at-
tempting to flee from the
house. Arvind tells every-
one that Krishna was at-
tempting to catch the
thief, but no one believes
him. Krishna gets upset
and recalls her late moth-
er Mala (Nidhi Uttam).
Ashok hears Krishna
from the outside room
and is extremely sad-
dened. Suresh goes to the
police station the next
day to file a report
against Krishna for at-
tempting to steal from the
house, frightening
Krishna. Ashok on the
other hand tries to con-
vince the Police inspector
that Krishna is innocent.
Will he be able to save
Krishna from the false ac-
cusation?”

About &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan track,
Daroga Happu Singh
shares, “A soap salesman
approaches Rajesh

(Kamna Pathak) and in-
forms her of a contest in
which she can win two
tickets to Rishikesh for a
vacation. Rajesh is excit-
ed, but she does not have
any money. So, she bor-
rows some money from
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) to buy the soap
and participate in the
contest. Beni
(Vishwanath Chaterjee)
invests in the soap as
well, hoping to win the
prize. However, Rajesh
gets lucky and wins the
prize, leaving Beni en-
raged. Rajesh instructs
Happu (Yogesh Tripathi)

to accompany her to
Rishikesh so that they
can spend quality time to-
gether. Katori Amma, on
the other hand, tells
Happu that it is her age to
visit Rishikesh and bathe
in the holy river Ganga.
Rajesh gets enraged upon
hearing this and informs
her that she has won the
prize, so she will travel to
Hrishikesh. Katori
Amma reminds her of
lending money to partici-
pate in the contest and
convinces her that she is
the true winner. Will
Rajesh be able to con-
vince Happu to accompa-

ny her to Rishikesh?”.
About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) gives Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) and
Chacha Ji (Anup
Upadhyay) a long list of
food items to prepare be-
cause she has invited an
investor to dinner. While
they are both cooking in
the kitchen, Vibhuti sees
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and to impress her
with his food prepara-
tions, he invites her to
dinner as well. In the
evening, the investor ar-

rives for dinner, and after
a few minutes, Angoori
and Tiwari Ji (Rohitashv
Gour) also join them. The
investor enjoys the food
and compliments Vibhuti
and Chachaji on their
culinary abilities. After
dinner, however, he de-
cides to invest in Tiwari
Ji's Kacha Banyan busi-
ness rather than Anita's
grooming classes, which
upsets her. Anita then
tells Vibhuti and
Chachaji that they should
open a chat stall and earn
money because they are
good cooks. They both
agree and begin setting
up their stall. They start
to make a good profit, and
Anita happily begins
shopping with their
money and bragging
about it to Tiwari and
Angoori. To compete with
her, Angoori begins to
spend large sums of
money on shopping, caus-
ing Tiwari stress. Who
will end up spending
more and making the
other jealous, Angoori or
Anita?”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV characters will be seen competing

Actress Sonali Kulkarni, who
is known for her work in the

Marathi film industry and has
delivered good performances in
"Dil Chahta Hai" and "Taxi No
9211", will be soon seen in the
streaming series "Dharavi
Bank".
The actress plays a politician in
the series and her experience
with the portrayal of the char-
acter has been quite fulfilling,
considering the role is polar
opposite to her in real life and
brings in a sense of versatility
for her. The actress, who plays
Chief Minister Janvi Surve in
the series, said: "My personali-
ty has always been pleasant,
fun, and honest type. Hence it
was quite challenging for me to
play the role of Janvi Surve. My
character in 'Dharavi Bank' is
that of an egoistic, hard-heart-
ed and manipulative woman
who is completely opposite to
my real nature. I enjoy process-
es that test my versatility as an
actor." The gangster drama
also stars Suniel Shetty as
Thalaivan, the don of Dharavi
along with a host of actors like
Luke Kenny, Freddy Daruwala,
Shanti Priya, Santosh Juvekar,
Nagesh Bhosle, Siddharth
Menon, Hitesh Bhojraj,
Samiksha Batnagar, Rohit
Pathak, Jaywant Wadkar,
Chinmay Mandlekar Bhawna
Rao, Shruti Srivastava, Sandhya
Shetty, Pavitra Sarkar and
Vamsi Krishna. 

Sonali Kulkarni
enjoyed 

versatility with
her ‘Dharavi

Bank’ character

P
an Nalin's globally-celebrated
Last Film Show (Chhello Show)
will release in theatres in the US

on December 2, 2022. The much-loved
coming-of-age drama has been selected
as India's Official Entry to the 95th
Oscars.

Hollywood's legendary Samuel
Goldwyn Films are distributing the
film in US theatres. One of their  previ-
ous releases, Thomas Vinterberg's
Another Round, had also won Best
International Feature Film at the 2021
Academy Awards. Inspired by director
Pan Nalin's own childhood, Last Film
Show (Chhello Show) follows the
dreams and aspirations of a nine-year-
old boy, Samay (Bhavin Rabari), in
rural Gujarat, India. Obsessed with
watching movies on the big screen,
Samay's life takes a dramatic turn
when his beloved neighbourhood
Cinema is converted from 35 mm to dig-
ital.

Producers Siddharth Roy Kapur and
Dheer Momaya, and Director Pan Nalin
jointly said, "We're thrilled to finally
announce the much-awaited release of
Last Film Show in US cinemas on
December 2.

The film had its grand World
Premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival
last year, and since then has received
awards at several prestigious film festi-
vals around the world.

With the backing of our esteemed
partners, Samuel Goldwyn Films, we
are looking forward to bringing the

film to stateside audiences and giving it
the best platform it needs for the 95th
Academy Awards." Orange Studios is
the world sales agent, while Shochiku
Studios and Medusa are distributing
the film in  Japanese and Italian cine-
mas respectively.

India’s Official Entry to the Oscars 
‘Last Film Show’ to release on Dec 2 Grammy award-win-

ning singer and song-
writer Shania Twain will
be honoured with the
music icon award at this
year's People's Choice
Awards.

The announcement
was made by NBC and E!,
reports Variety.

Twain is known for
such hits as 'Man! I Feel
Like a Woman!' and 'That
Don't Impress Me Much'.

In addition to receiving
the award, Twain will
perform a medley of her
greatest hits and her new
song 'Waking Up
Dreaming', set to be re-
leased on her sixth album
'Queen of Me' on
February 3, 2023.

"I'm so incredibly hon-
oured to be named 'Music
Icon,'" Twain said in a
statement.

"I have some of the
greatest fans in the
world. They have sup-
ported me since the early
days, and it's their love
and passion that keeps
me going. I'm thrilled to
go back on tour and bring
my new music and fan
favourites to them, and
what better way to start
than at the People's
Choice Awards!"

Shania Twain to 
get music icon

award at the 2022
People’s Choice

Awards
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Mount Maunganui, Nov 19 (PTI):

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
faces an arduous challenge
of remaining relevant in
shortest format as a young
Indian team, seeking some
game time, is expected to
face tough resistance from
New Zealand in the second
T20 International here on
Sunday. The series-opener
in Wellington was aban-
doned due to inclement
weather and the Indian
players must be itching to
get onto the park which,
inarguably, has the most
scenic backdrop.
Ironically, the region
where the ground is locat-
ed is known as 'Bay of
Plenty' and Indian cricket
at this point has plenty to
ponder as far as its ap-
proach in T20 format is
concerned. While the Sky
Stadium was shorter in
terms of dimensions, the
Indian team will have to
make adjustments as the
'Bay Oval' ground has big-
ger side boundaries and is
an open ground unlike
Wellington.

The Bhuvi Conundrum
On this tour, the pres-

ence of a near 33 year-old
Bhuvneshwar is one such
dilemma that the team
management might have
to handle. There are some
probing questions and
quicker the answers are
sought, better it would be
for Indian cricket.

Is Bhuvneshwar going
to be around for the T20
World Cup in 2024 with a
sharp decline in his pace?
Does he have enough time

to work around his issues
as he is not potent enough
on good batting tracks?
Not many T20Is are lined-
up next year and he is
largely becoming a single-
format player, so where
does it leave him?

At this moment, all the
answers seem to be in neg-
ative and hence a question
arises whether playing the

senior-most pacer would
be akin to taking away an
opportunity from a young-
ster to get into the groove.
It is a double-edged sword
that interim head coach
VVS Laxman and captain
Pandya will be facing. Not
playing Bhuvneshwar
when he is on the cusp of a
personal milestone (4 more
wickets for highest tally of

40 in a calendar year)
might leave him demor-
alised.

Most of his 36 wickets
have come in bowler-
friendly conditions and
against lesser opponents.
On slightly flatter wickets
and against better batting
attacks, Bhuvneshwar has
come a cropper.

But playing him will be a
missed opportunity for the
team management to
check out on how the pair
of Umran Malik and
Mohammed Siraj would
match up against the
might of players like Finn
Allen, Glenn Phillips and
Devon Conway in pressure
situations.

Umran, India's fastest
bowler by a distance, needs
to be groomed. Pakistan
has shown with Haris
Rauf, Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Naseem Shah as to
what extreme pace can do.

Ishan or Shubman, the
choice of opener?

The moment Rishabh
Pant was named the vice-
captain of the team for the
T20I series, it was a given
that he would be opening
but whether Shubman Gill
with his new found confi-
dence in this format or the
specialist Ishan Kishan
will pair up is there to be
seen.

In case of Kishan, who
has had troubles against
genuine pace and swing is
preferred, then there will
be two left-handers at the
top while Gill's presence

will make it a left-right
combination. The other
factor would be the choice
between KKR skipper
Shreyas Iyer, not exactly a
fast starter in T20Is and
the dynamic Deepak
Hooda, who can also bowl
wicket-to-wicket tight off-
breaks. To accommodate
both Hooda and Shreyas,
Kishan will then needed to
be dropped from the play-
ing XI. Sanju Samson and
skipper Pandya are the two
batters along with
Suryakumar Yadav, who
would play the role of en-
forcers as well as finishers.

Chahal vs Phillips
match-up

Glenn Phillips, one of
the most exciting T20 bat-
ters in recent times, will
have a battle in hand when
the wily Yuzvendra Chahal
gets his first game in many
moons after being inexpli-
cably benched by regular
head coach Rahul Dravid
throughout the T20 World
Cup. But the last complet-
ed T20I match at this
ground witnessed Phillips
score 108 off 51 balls with
as many as eight sixes
against a quality West
Indies attack. With
Ravichandran Ashwin's
T20I career all but over,
Washington Sundar will
be getting a long run as a
specialist off-spinner while
Harshal Patel will also get
game time to get back his
rhythm which deserted
him just before the World
Cup. Arshdeep Singh as a
left-arm seamer looks a
sure-shot starter in next
two games.

India face Bhuvneshwar dilemma
while praying for game time

Match Starts: 12 noon IST. 

Sydney, Nov 19 (AP):

Steve Smith scored 94 runs
and Mitchell Starc took four
wickets for 47 to lead
Australia to a 72-run victory
Saturday over England to
clinch the three-match one-
day international series in con-
secutive games.
On the same day Josh
Hazlewood became Australia's
28th ODI captain filling in for
the rested Pat Cummins,
Smith's total from 114 balls
helped to set up Australia's
280-8 at the Sydney Cricket
Ground.
Starc then struck twice in the
first over of England's innings.
James Vince (60) and Sam
Billings (71) put England back
in the chase but Adam Zampa
(4-45) and Starc reduced any
chance of an England win to
have the visitors all out for
208.
Starc's performance came
after he was controversially
dropped for Australia's last
group game in the Twenty20
World Cup against
Afghanistan.
The left-armer swung the ball
early, getting Jason Roy
caught behind and beating
Dawid Malan to take his off-
stump in the first over.
Australia beat England by six
wickets in the first match on
Thursday at Adelaide Oval.
The teams conclude the series
on Tuesday at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.
After saying he felt the best
he had in six years in the
series opener at Adelaide,
Smith looked measured and
controlled again on Saturday.
He barely gave a chance until
he was dismissed in the deep,
with his altered grip and less
movement at the crease sync-
ing up the movement between
his hands and feet. Smith now
has scores of 61, 105, 80 not

out and 94 in his past four
ODIs, with one more innings to
come in Melbourne before the
first test against West Indies
starting Nov. 30 in Perth.
Smith's innings on Saturday
also formed part of 101-run
partnership with Marnus
Labuschagne, whose 58
marked a return to form after
a recent lean run for
Queensland state.
Mitch Marsh then hit 50 to
help Australia to a competitive
score, after Adil Rashid (3-57)
threatened to give England
control when he had
Labuschagne and Alex Carey
(0) out sweeping in consecu-
tive balls.

"It's a series win which is real-
ly important to us," Zampa
said. "I feel like we played
some really good cricket and
got the big wickets at the
right time. We're so flat with
how the World Cup went.
England were by far the best
team, and to beat them makes
us feel a little bit better."
Billings said it was a disap-
pointing loss: "Their score was
probably above par on that
pitch.
"Those early wickets that we
lost put us on the back foot,
and it was a real shame that
Vincey (James Vince) and I
couldn't go on for another 10
overs," Billings said.

Australia beat England by 
72 runs to clinch ODI series

Australia's Mitchell Starc (R) celebrates his wicket of England's
Dawid Malan with teammate Marcus Stoinis during the second
one-day international (ODI) cricket match between Australia and
England at the Sydney Cricket Ground on November 19.

Bangkok, Nov 19 (PTI):

Manika Batra became
the first Indian paddler to
win a medal in the ITTF-
ATTU Asian Cup after
shocking world number
six Hina Hayata of Japan
in the bronze play-off here
on Saturday.

The world number 44 de-
feated Hayata 4-2 (11-6, 6-11,
11-7, 12-10, 4-11, 11-2) to

achieve the incredible feat.
Besides the historic
bronze, Manika will also
carry home USD 10,000 for
her efforts. "This win is a
huge one for me, defeating
the top players. I enjoyed
playing and fighting well
against them to achieve a
fantastic result. I will con-
tinue putting the extra
yard in all my future tour-
naments. I expect all of

you to extend your full
support," said an emotion-
al Manika. Earlier in the
day, Manika lost 2-4 (8-11,
11-7, 7-11, 6-11, 11-8, 7-11) to
the second-seeded Mima
Ito in the semifinals.
Despite Ito beginning
shakily, the Japanese
ended strongly and sub-
dued the Indian player
with a percentage play be-
fitting her reputation and
rankings. Manika's fight-
ing qualities came to the
fore in the fourth game of
the bronze-medal playoff
when she was down in the
dumps, with the fourth-
seed Hayata holding the
upper hand with four
game points at 10-6.

That was when Manika
launched herself, using all
the tricks in her bag, at-
tacking the flanks with
crispy forehands, includ-
ing some counters that
brooked no challenge, and
using the backhand
punches to good effect and
with precise placements.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 19 (PTI):

He is a T20 ace in his own
right but New Zealander
Glenn Phillips says he can't
even "dream" of pulling off
some of the incredible
shots that Suryakumar
Yadav plays with ease.

Surya, world No. 1 T20
batter, will square off
against Phillips' New
Zealand in the second game
here at the Bay Oval, a
ground where the Black
caps dasher has fond mem-
ories of scoring a 46-ball
hundred. "He (Surya) is ab-
solutely incredible. The

things that he does I would-
n't even dream of doing. I
would love to try but we
have very different games.
The wrist strength that he's
got to be able to hit balls for
six in extremely awkward
areas is a talent you rarely
see," Phillips was quoted as
saying in stuff.co.nz.

Phillips also mentioned
that the "high risk-high re-
ward game" that is played
by him and Surya also
keeps opposition in the
game as they have the dan-
ger of getting out if some of
those adventurous shots
aren't executed properly.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Reigning Asian youth
champion Ravina (63kg)
showed her class and
prowess to sail into the
quarterfinals of the IBA
Youth Men's and Women's
World Boxing
Championships in La
Nucia, Spain.

Ravina defeated
Hungary's Varga Franciska
Rozi in the round-of-16. The
Indian pugilist dictated the
terms right from the start
and landed punches
throughout the first round.

The second round began
in the same manner as
Ravina kept on dominating
her opposition. As a result,
the referee had to stop the
contest and the Indian
boxer emerged victorious.

The other women boxer
in action -- Kunjarani Devi
Thongam (60kg) -- also
moved into the last-8 stage
after blanking Spain's
Horche Martinez Maria 5-0
in a one-sided affair. Among

the men boxers, Mohit
(86kg) moved into the quar-
terfinals after his opponent
Tomas Lemanas of
Lithuania got disqualified
in the second round.

Sahil Chauhan (71kg) en-
tered the pre-quarterfinals
after comfortably defeating
Azerbaijan's Daniel
Holostenco 5-0 in a round-of-
32 bout. Nikhil (57kg) and
Harsh (60kg) lost their re-
spective round-of-32 bouts.
The former lost 1-4 to

Kazakhstan's Kalinin Ilya
while the latter had to suffer
a referee stopping the con-
test (RSC) defeat against
Erik Lsrayelyan of
Armenia. Nine Indians, in-
cluding three women, will
be in action in the last-16
stage on Sunday. Vishvanath
Suresh (48kg), Jadumani
Singh (51kg), Ashish (54kg),
Vanshaj (63.5kg), Aman
Rathore (67kg) and Deepak
(75kg) will fight in the men's
section.

Raipur, Nov 19: 

It was a moment to cele-
brate for Raipurians
when a seasoned entre-
preneur, officer bearer of
many renowned organisa-
tions and a social worker
from the state capital
Kirti Vyas who happens
to be in Australia these
days was invited to a pro-
gramme of Queensland
Cricket Club Summer

Cricket Activity in
Brisbane. He visited fa-
mous Gaba Cricket
Stadium and interacted
with Australian cricketers
like Usman Khawaja, for-
mer Australian cricketer
and mentor of Pakistan
team during T20 WC
Mathew Hayden and
many more. Vyas pur-
chased a cricket bat in auc-
tion which was signed by
the Australain cricketers.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Veteran India off-spin-
ner R Ashwin has defend-
ed India head coach Rahul
Dravid's absence from the
New Zealand tour, saying
the support staff "needed a
break" after putting in ex-
tensive work in prepara-
tion for the T20 World Cup.

Days after Dravid's pred-
ecessor Ravi Shastri had
questioned why an India
coach would need a break
when they get "two-three
months" off during the
IPL, Ashwin said that the

coaching staff was physi-
cally and mentally burned
out. Former India batter
and current National
Cricket Academy (NCA)
head VVS Laxman is in
charge of the Indian team
in New Zealand in
Dravid's absence. "I will
explain why Laxman has
gone there with a com-
pletely different team be-
cause even that could be
interpreted differently,"
Ashwin said on his
YouTube channel. "Rahul
Dravid and his team put in
extensive hard work ahead
of the T20 World Cup -
right from planning. Since
I saw this from close quar-
ters, I'm saying this. "They
had specific in-depth plans
for each venue and each
opposition. So they would
have been under not only
mental but also physical
burnout, and everyone
needed a break.

Bengaluru, Nov 19 (PTI):

N Jagadeesan continued
his superb run, hammer-
ing a fourth hundred on
the trot, as Tamil Nadu
recorded a massive 151-run
win over Haryana in a
Group C match of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here
on Saturday. In another
match in the group,
Andhra registered a 76-run
win over Kerala. It was
Kerala's first defeat while
TN continued their win-
ning run. Sent in to bat by
Harayana skipper
Himanshu Rana, Tamil
Nadu rode on Jagadeesan's
128 (123 balls, 6 fours, 6
sixes) and fellow opening
batter B Sai Sudharsan's 67
(74 balls, 5 fours, 1 six) to
post 284 for seven in 50
overs.

A 151-run opening stand
between Jagadeesan and
Sudharsan in a little more
than 26 overs saw Tamil

Nadu seize the advantage.
The hundred for

Jagadeesan makes him the
fourth batter after Kumar
Sangakkara, Alviro
Petersen and Devdutt
Padikkal to record cen-
turies in four consecutive
List A innings. His previ-
ous centuries came
against Andhra,
Chhattisgarh and Goa.
Jagadeesan hit six fours

and six sixes in his brisk
innings while Sudharsan,
who has been in good form
in the tournament,
matched him stroke for
stroke.

The Haryana bowlers ap-
peared to be struggling to
find ways to contain the
TN batters when
Jagadeesan and
Sudharsan were at the
crease. Sudhrasan fell to

left-arm spinner Nishant
Sindhu. B Aparajith (3) and
B Indrajith (2) fell quickly
to Mohit Sharma (2/43)
and Haryana had more
success when J Kousik (5)
was dismissed by Anshul
Kamboj.

This brought Jagadeesan
and the power-hitting
Shahrukh Khan (46) to the
crease and they added 61
runs in quick time. In reply,
Haryana slipped to 2 for 2
in the second over as open-
ers C K Bishnoi and Yuvraj
Singh fell to Sandeep
Warrier (2/33) and M
Mohammed (2/37), respec-
tively.

Haryana never recovered
from the poor start and
kept losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals to be bowled
out 133 in 28.3 overs. Off-
spinner Aparajith was the
best bowler for Tamil Nadu
with 3 for 24 while R Sonu
Yadav picked up two wick-
ets.

Manika Batra humbles another top-10 player
to win historic bronze at Asian Cup TT

India’s Ravina among three boxers
to progress into quarterfinals

Youth World Boxing: Ravina, Kunjarani Devi Thongam, Mohit and
Sahil Chauhan Progress to Quarters.

What Surya does, I can’t even
dream of doing: Glenn Phillips

Everyone needed a break:
Ashwin defends Dravid’s

absence from NZ tour

Jagadeesan stars in TN’s big win
over Haryana, Andhra beat Kerala

Kirti Vyas interacts with
Australian cricketers
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Pet dogs with their owners during the ‘Pet Fed Dog Show’ in Bengaluru, Saturday. 

PET FED DOG SHOW

Students of Swaminarayan Gurukul make a formation to spread voting awareness ahead of upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in Surat, Saturday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
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New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The UN climate talks in
Egypt dragged on into
overtime on Saturday, with
no sign of parties arriving
at a consensus on several
key issues, including loss
and damage, mitigation
work programme and
adaptation. COP27 presi-
dent Sameh Shoukry said
deliberations continued
through the night, but did
not result in a clear direc-
tion towards a consensus.
The success of the talks
hinges on a fund to address
loss and damage, which
refers to the consequences
of climate change that go
beyond what people can
adapt to or when options

exist, but a community
doesn’t have the resources
to access or utilise them.
Financing or a new fund
for addressing loss and
damage — for example
money needed for relocat-
ing people displaced by
floods — has been a long-
pending demand of poor
and developing countries,
including India. Developed
nations, particularly the
US, have opposed this new
fund over fears that it
would hold them legally li-
able for massive damages
caused by climate change.
“Need more time to agree
on loss and damage, miti-
gation work programme
and global goal on adapta-
tion,” Shoukry said in a

media briefing. “After
hearing the various per-
spectives, I, as president,
developed (a) text on all of
the three issues that are
balanced (and) that I be-
lieve constitute a basis for
moving forward,” he said.
The COP27 president said
none of the groups could
say all interests were re-
flected, but a vast majority
thought that the text was
balanced, could be a break-
through and lead to con-
sensus. He said parties
want to explore the text
further and would be pro-
vided an opportunity to do
so. “It rests now with par-
ties to find consensus and
move forward,” Shoukry
added. EU climate policy

chief Frans Timmermans,
who had proposed a plan
on Friday to break the
deadlock on the controver-
sial issue of loss and dam-
age, urged other parties to
reciprocate the bloc’s ef-
forts to find a deal. He also
reportedly said the EU was
prepared to walk away
from climate negotiations
if a satisfactory outcome
could not be reached.

“COP27 is in overtime.
The EU is united in our
ambition to move forward
and build on what we
agreed in Glasgow. Our
message to partners is
clear: we cannot accept
that 1.5C dies here and
today,” Timmermans
tweeted.

Parties scramble for 
consensus in overtime COP27

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Saturday
filed a charge sheet
against the banned
Popular Front of India
and its three members in a
money laundering case re-
lated to alleged terrorism-
related activities.

The document is likely
to be taken up for hearing
before special judge
Shailender Malik on
November 21.

Besides the PFI, the
charge sheet named
Perwez Ahmed, Mohd
Ilias and Abdul Muqeet as
accused.

“Fresh complaint (ED’s
equivalent to a charge
sheet) has been filed. It be

checked and registered.
Put up for consideration
before the concerned court
on November 21, 2022,”
duty judge Devender
Kumar Jangala said.

According to the charge
sheet filed by ED’s Special
Public Prosecutor N K
Matta, accused Ahmed
was the president of the
Delhi unit of PFI while
Mohd Ilias was its general
secretary and Abdul
Muqeet was office secre-
tary.

The accused were ar-
rested on September 22 in
the case related to the al-
leged laundering of Rs 120
crore over the years.

The PFI was banned by
the Centre in late
September over its alleged

links with terror activi-
ties.

The ED filed the case
based on an FIR lodged by
the NIA for alleged terror-
ism-related activities pun-
ishable under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

In the investigation car-
ried out till now, it was
found that the accused and
other members associated
with the said organisation
have indulged in collecting
funds by way of donation,
hawala, banking channels,
etc. which was being used
for unlawful activities and
commission of scheduled
offences, the ED claimed
in the final report.

Bogus cash donations
and bank transfers were

also found, the charge
sheet, filed through
Advocate Mohd Faizan
Khan, said.

It alleged that transfer of
funds was done even from
abroad to India through a
clandestine channel under
a conspiracy hatched by
office bearers of PFI over
the years.

The report claimed that
searches were conducted
at the premises of all three
accused persons after reg-
istration of ECIR in this
case on September 22 and
five mobile phones were
seized.

The charge sheet in-
cludes the statement of
the accused and witnesses
recorded during the inves-
tigation.

ED files charge sheet against PFI, 3 members 
Before Delhi court

Jammu, Nov 19 (PTI):

Having already an-
nounced his decision to
step down as president of
National Conference, for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah on Saturday said
he will be contesting the
next assembly elections.

Abdullah, who on
Friday had announced he
will be relinquishing the
presidency of NC next
month, said he is not es-
caping the responsibility
and will continue to work
to strengthen the party.

“Insha Allah, I am going
to fight the next Assembly
elections whenever held
(in J&K),” Abdullah told
reporters here on the side-
lines of a function organ-
ised to welcome new en-
trants into the party.

Several prominent politi-
cal activists, including
Gurjeet Sharma from
Nagrota, joined the
National Conference in
presence of Abdullah and
Jammu provincial presi-
dent Rattan Lal Gupta.

Asked about the next
party president, he said
the National Conference is
a democratic party and the
party elections will take
place on December 5 to

elect a new leader. “People
will file their nominations
and the party delegates
will decide who will be the
next party president. I am
going to contest the
Assembly elections,” he
said. He said the NC is
ready for the assembly
elections and will emerge
as a victor to pull out J&K
from its troubles.

“Let them announce the
dates, we will show them
where they stand,” he
said, apparently referring
to the BJP which has
claimed it will win 50-plus
seats in the next assembly
elections. Abdullah said
the time has come for the
youth to take the lead in
the party. “Whatever was
possible from me, I have
done that. I am not escap-
ing as I am a party man
and will remain so.

‘Will fight next assembly elections’

Farooq Abdullah

Country’s longest
train to run bi-weekly
GGuuwwaahhaattii::  The services of the
country’s longest train, Vivek
Express, that connects Assam
with the southernmost tip of
Tamil Nadu will be available
twice a week beginning
November 22, a Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) said on
Saturday. The Dibrugarh-
Kanyakumari Vivek Express,
which was flagged off on
November 19, 2011, covers a
distance of 4,189 km and trav-
erses through nine states in
over 80 hours. Train no. 15906
(Dibrugarh Kanyakumari) Vivek
Express which previously used
to run on Saturdays, will now
operate additionally every
Tuesday from November 22, a
press release issued by NFR
said. Train no. 15905
(Kanyakumari Dibrugarh) Vivek
Express which currently runs
only on Thursdays, will now be
available even on Sundays from
November 27, the release said. 

Ballia (UP), Nov 19 (PTI):

SBSP president Om
Prakash Rajbhar on
Saturday said that despite
the support of Shivpal
Singh Yadav, Samajwadi
Party’s defeat in Mainpuri
is certain.

He claimed that his
party, Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party, or SBSP, has
become the third largest
political force in Uttar
Pradesh having pushed
back the Congress and the
Bahujan Samaj Party.

“In the last Lok Sabha
election, Mulayam Singh
Yadav won the Mainpuri
seat by a margin of 95,000
votes from the SP-BSP al-
liance. If the pro-BSP

votes are removed from
this, then the figure of
SP’s position will become
apparent,” Rajbhar told re-
porters on the sidelines of
a party’s workers’ confer-
ence in Maniyar.

“SP is not in the fight in

Mainpuri. SP leaders are
only making noise.” The
Samajwadi Party has de-
clared Dimple Yadav, wife
of Akhilesh Yadav, as its
candidate from Mainpuri
for the upcoming by-elec-
tion there.

Akhilesh Yadav’s uncle
Shivpal who defected from
SP has pledged his support
to Dimple Yadav.

While targeting the SP,
Rajbhar alleged that the
SP has governed the state
four times in the past and
that the people have not
forgotten hooliganism,
dictatorship, land grab-
bing, and criminals being
rescued from the police
station, and atrocities in
their government.

‘Shivpal’s support will not
prevent SP’s defeat’

Om Prakash Rajbhar

Panaji, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Dr B R Ambedkar was
India’s first male femi-
nist, who propagated
such ideas decades back
that could be considered
as progressive even for
the current generation
of politicians, Congress
leader and writer
Shashi Tharoor said
here on Saturday.

He was speaking dur-
ing an interaction pro-
gramme at the ongoing
Goa Heritage Festival.

“He (Ambedkar) was
probably India’s first
male feminist. Way back
in 1920, 30s, 40s he made
speeches, including in
front of a female audi-
ence, which today would
be considered as pro-
gressive for a male

politician,” the
Congress MP said while
speaking about his lat-
est book “Ambedkar: A
Life”.

“He (Ambedkar)
urged women not to
allow themselves to be
forced into marriage. He
urged women to delay
marriage, delay child-
birth. He urged them to
stand up to their hus-
bands as equals,” The
T h i r u v a n a t h a p u r a m
MP said.

Ambedkar as a legis-
lator fought for women
workers and labourers,
he said, adding, “It was
a remarkable feminist
thinking of this man 80-
90 years ago.”

“There is a tendency
to see Ambedkar as a
Dalit leader. He was the

principal Dalit leader of
the country. From his
early 20s, he was an in-
fluential voice and be-
came more and more in-
fluential,” he said.

Ambedkar was an ex-
traordinary constitu-
tionalist, being the
chairman of the draft-
ing committee. It was he
who presented and de-

fended every single one
of the provisions of the
Constitution, Tharoor
said.

Responding to a ques-
tion on India’s image
globally, Tharoor said
that in 1975, the coun-
try’s image in America
was awful.

“It was considered a
poor country and peo-
ple’s idea about India
was about fakirs sleep-
ing on nail-bed or snake-
charmers doing road
tricks. From there, the
transformation has
been astonishing. By the
turn of the millennium,
you have Indian soft-
ware revolution and
suddenly started imag-
ining Indians as com-
puter gigs,” he said.
Tharoor said that the

‘Y2K’ phenomenon was
a turning point for the
Indian computer profes-
sionals.

“There was a fear that
all the computers would
crash...Suddenly we had
a demand for Indians
doing codes to overcome
that problem and that’s
when India’s software
revolution really took
off,” he said.

According to him, the
other thing that hap-
pened in the western
world was about the con-
sciousness of Indian ex-
patriates as not just
computer people, but en-
gineers and doctors.

“Indians, from being
beggars and snake-
charmers, were now
software engineers,” he
said.

Dr Ambedkar was India’s ‘first male feminist’: Tharoor

Nagpur, Nov 19 (PTI):

Indian Air Force (IAF)
pilots displayed their air
manoeuvring skills at the
‘Air Fest 2022’ event held
at the Nagpur-based
Maintenance Command
headquarters on
Saturday.

The drills were per-
formed by IAF’s
“Akashganga” team
using Dornier aircraft
and a Sarang helicopter
display team comprising
four modified Advance
Light Helicopters (ALHs)
Dhruv. A Surya Kiran
Aerobatic Team (SKAT)
comprising nine Hawk
Mk.132 aircraft flew in
different variations.

The event commenced
with 14 cadets of NCC
(Air Wing) demonstrat-
ing their skills in aero-
modelling wherein both
remote-controlled and
control-line models were
flown. The remote-con-
trolled aircraft carried
out an aerobatic display
consisting of loops, rolls
and a figure of eight
whereas, the control line
model displayed inverted

flying, loops and a verti-
cal figure of eight, a re-
lease said. Thereafter, a
paramotor pilot en-
thralled the audience
with aerobatic manoeu-
vres including a spiral
descent from 1,000 feet
and a ‘wingover’ at a
height of 300 feet.

The daredevils of the
“Akashganga” IAF team
consisting of six air war-
riors displayed a breath-
taking demonstration of
skydiving from a Dornier
aircraft from a height of
8,000 feet and landed with
precision in the designat-
ed landing zone.

This was followed by
an Avro aircraft, a medi-
um-size turboprop trans-
port aircraft, flying low at
500 feet above ground
level in front of specta-
tors. The Air Fest was
conducted as a part of the
“Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
Independence.

Air Marshal Vibhas
Pande, Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Maintenance Command,
was the chief guest.

Breathtaking display
by IAF teams at Air Fest 

In Nagpur



New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on Saturday

backed his cabinet col-
league Satyendar Jain after
purported videos of him
getting a massage inside the
Tihar jail surfaced online,
saying he was undergoing
physiotherapy for a spinal
injury suffered from a fall in
the prison.

The senior Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader also ac-
cused the BJP of making a
mockery of Jain's treat-
ment and hatching a con-
spiracy to keep him in jail
in a "frivolous" case.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had arrest-
ed Jain and two others on
May 30 in a money launder-
ing case based on a 2017
Central Bureau of
Investigation FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act. The minister has been
accused of having laun-

dered money through four
companies allegedly linked
to him.

"You (BJP) are doing all
this because you are about
to lose the elections. You
have sensed defeat in the
Gujarat and the MCD elec-
tions. You want to win the
elections by making a
mockery of Satyendar
Jain's ailment. Nothing can
be more indecent than
this," Sisodia said and as-
serted that the AAP will

emerge victorious in the
polls. While the two-phase
assembly elections in
Gujarat are slated for
December 1 and 5, the polls
to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) will be held on
December 4. Purported
videos of 58-year-old Jain
lying on a bed and getting a
foot massage in the Tihar
jail here have gone viral on
social media. In the clip, the
AAP leader can be seen
reading some documents
and a man in a white T-
shirt massaging his legs.
There are also videos that
show he is getting his head
and back massaged. The
videos have intensified the
war of words between the
BJP and the AAP ahead of
the polls in Gujarat and the
national capital. Latching
onto the videos, the BJP
questioned AAP national
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's
"silence" on the matter.

Booked
RRuuppnnaaggaarr:: Two men have
been booked for allegedly
pointing a revolver at the
son of National
Commission for
Minorities chairperson
Iqbal Singh Lalpura after
chasing his vehicle, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place when
Lalpura's son Ajayvir
Singh along with his
friend Surinderpal Singh
were returning from
Chandigarh to his farm
house near Nurpurpur
Bedi in this district on
Friday night, they said.

RI
KKoottaa:: A local POCSO
court has convicted two
men for abducting and
raping a 15-year-old girl.
The court has also fined
them Rs 50,000 each.
POCSO Court III Judge
Deepak Dubey convicted
the duo despite four key
witnesses, including the
rape survivor, turning
hostile. Sonu (22) and
Ramavatar (18), both res-
idents of Udhyog Nagar
police station limits in
Kota city, were convicted
on the basis of DNA and
medical reports, POCSO
Court III Public
Prosecutor Lalit Kumar
Sharma said.

Overturn
PPaatthhaannaammtthhiittttaa:: As many
as 43 people including a
boy suffered injuries after
a bus carrying Sabarimala
pilgrims from Andhra
Pradesh met with an acci-
dent and overturned near
Laha in this district on
Saturday. Among them,
the condition of the eight-
year-old boy, identified as
Manikandan, is critical.
The mishap occurred
when the 44 pilgrims
from Vijayawada, were on
their way back after
offering worship at the
hill shrine, police said.

ABG Shipyard Fraud Case
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BRIEF

Indian Air Force's Surya Kiran
team performs during the 'Air

Fest 2022', in Nagpur, Saturday.

Varanasi (UP), Nov 19 (PTI): 

It is the responsibility of
130 crore Indians to pre-
serve the legacy of Tamil
and ignoring it will be a
great disservice to the na-
tion, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Saturday as he stressed on
"removing linguistic differ-
ences and establishing emo-
tional unity".

In his inaugural speech
at the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam here, the prime
minister lamented that de-
spite having one of the
world's oldest living lan-
guages, Tamil, "we lack in
honouring it fully". "This is
the responsibility of 130
crore Indians to preserve
the legacy of Tamil and en-
rich it. ''If we ignore Tamil
we do a great disservice to

the nation and if we keep
Tamil confined in restric-
tions, we will do great harm
to it. We have to remember
to remove linguistic differ-
ences and establish emo-
tional unity," Modi said.

He hailed Kashi and
Tamil Nadu as timeless cen-
tres of culture ('sanskriti')

and civilisation ('sabhyata').
Both regions are also the

centres of the world's oldest
languages like Sanskrit and
Tamil, the prime minister
noted.

"In our country, there is
an importance of 'sangams'
(confluences). From the
confluence of rivers and

streams to ideas-ideology,
knowledge-science and so-
cieties-cultures, we have
celebrated all the conflu-
ences," he said. The Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam is a cele-
bration of India's diversity
and uniqueness. It is special
on its own and is unparal-
leled, he said.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The CBI on Saturday
filed a charge sheet
against former ABG group
chairman Rishi Agarwal
and other individuals and
entities in connection with
the alleged Rs 22,842-crore
bank fraud in the ABG
Shipyard Ltd, officials said
on Saturday.

In its charge sheet filed
before the special CBI
court here, the agency has
named as accused
Agarwal and five individu-
als and 19 companies in-
cluding three Singapore-
based firms, they said.

The 25 against whom
the charge sheet has been
filed include a Mumbai-
based private company; its
chairman & promoter;

then chief financial officer
of the said company; then
vice president (accounts);
then assistant vice presi-
dent (accounts); another
person handling the
group's offshore entities;
then statutory auditor of
the company and 18 other
entities (India-based com-
panies/firms & offshore
entities) in an ongoing in-
vestigation of a case relat-
ed to the alleged fraud of
Rs 22,842 crore (approx).

Mumbai, Nov 19 (PTI):

Veteran actor
Tabassum, known
for her work as a
child artiste in sev-
eral Hindi classics
and also as host of
p o p u l a r
Doordarshan talk
show "Phool Khile
Hain Gulshan
Gulshan", has died
after suffering a cardiac ar-
rest, her son Hoshang Govil
said on Saturday. She was
78. Govil said his mother
had been admitted to a hos-
pital here for the past few

days. On Friday, she suf-
fered two cardiac attacks

and passed away
the night.

"Few days ago,
she was admitted
to a hospital. She
had gastro problem
and we went there
for check-up. She
suffered two car-
diac attacks at 8.40
pm and 8.42 pm.

She passed away peacefully
on Friday night," Hoshang
told PTI. A prayer meeting
in her memory will be held
here Monday evening, the
family informed.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Senior bureaucrat Vibhu
Nayar has been appointed
as Additional Secretary and
Financial Advisor in the
Ministry of External
Affairs as part of a senior-
level bureaucratic reshuffle
effected by the Centre on
Saturday.

Nayar, a 1990 batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of
Tamil Nadu cadre, is at
present Executive Director,
India Trade Promotion

Organisation, Department
of Commerce. Besides him,
Sumita Dawra has been ap-
pointed as Special
Secretary (Logistics),
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade, an order issued by
the Personnel Ministry
said. Shantmanu,
Development Commiss-
ioner (Handicrafts) in the
Ministry of Textiles will be
Additional Secretary and
Financial Advisor, Ministry
of Consumer Affairs, Food
& Public Distribution.

Sanjay Rastogi, a 1991 batch
IAS officer of the Odisha
cadre, has been appointed
as Additional Secretary &
Financial Advisor, Ministry
of Chemicals & Fertilizers.

He is currently
Development Commiss-
ioner (Handlooms),
Ministry of Textiles.
Sriram Taranikanti,
Additional Secretary, Inter
State Council Secretariat
will be Additional
Secretary & Financial
Advisor, Ministry of Home
Affairs.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Winter Session of
Parliament will begin on
December 7 and conclude
on December 29, with
sources saying it is likely to
be held in the old building
as the new one is still
under-construction.

In separate notifications,
secretariats of both LoK
Sabha and Rajya Sabha no-
tified the dates. The session
is likely to be held in the old
parliament building as the
construction of the new
building may stretch till the
end of the year, the sources
said. "Subject to exigencies
of government business,
the session is likely to con-
clude on Thursday
December 29 2022," similar
notifications issued by both
the Houses said.

Before the start of the
session, both Lok Sabha
Speaker and Rajya Sabha
Chairperson will call all-
party meetings to build con-
sensus for smooth function-
ing of the Houses.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Former bureaucrat
Arun Goel was on
Saturday appointed as
E l e c t i o n
Commissioner.

A Punjab cadre
officer of the 1985
batch, Girl will
join Chief
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rajiv Kumar and
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Anup Chandra
Pandey in the poll panel.

His appointment was
announced by the govern-
ment in a press statement.

Sushil Chandra had re-
tired as the chief election
commissioner in May this
year after which Rajiv
Kumar took charge.

Home » India » Retired
IAS officer Arun Goel...
Retired IAS officer Arun
Goel to be appointed
Election Commissioner:
Govt News9 Staff News9
Staff Updated On: 19 Nov

2022 7:27 PM Retired IAS
officer Arun Goel to be ap-
pointed Election
Commissioner: Govt Arun
Goel retired as Heavy

Industries secre-
tary on November
18. (Photo credit:
Twitter) The gov-
ernment in a
statement said,
"The President is
pleased to appoint
Shri Arun Goel,
IAS (Retd.) (PB:
1985) as the
E l e c t i o n

Commissioner in the
Election Commission
with effect from the date
he assumes the office."
IAS officer Arun Goel will
be appointed as an
Election Commissioner,
the government an-
nounced a day after Goel
took voluntary retirement
from his role as the Heavy
Industries Secretary. The
IAS officer took voluntary
retirement a month before
he was scheduled to retire
officially.
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eo ‘Jain undergoing physiotherapy’ 

Deputy CM of Delhi Manish
Sisodia addresses a press 
conference in New Delhi,

Saturday.

Winter Session
of Parliament
from Dec 7-29

Former bureaucrat
Goel appointed EC

CBI files charge sheet against
ex-chairman Rishi Agarwal

‘Preserve legacy of Tamil’

PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration of Kashi Tamil Sangamam, in Varanasi, Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday hailed
Kashi and Tamil Nadu as
timeless centres of culture
and civilisation.
The two regions are also the
centres of the world's oldest
languages Sanskrit and
Tamil, Modi said in his inau-
gural speech at Kashi Tamil
Sangamam here. "If in Kashi
there is Baba Vishwanath,
then in Tamil Nadu there is
the blessing of Lord
Rameshwaram. Both Kashi
and Tamil Nadu are 'Shivmay'
(drenched in the devotion of
Lord Shiv) and 'Shaktimay'
(drenched in the devotion of
Goddess Shakti)," he said at
the event in his Lok Sabha
constituency.

‘Kashi and TN are 

timeless cultural centres’

Veteran actor Tabassum

dies due to cardiac arrest
Centre effects senior-level

bureaucratic reshuffle

Jailed AAP minister Satyendar
Jain on Saturday moved a
court here seeking contempt
proceedings against the
Enforcement Directorate for
allegedly leaking a CCTV
footage to the media in which
he is seen receiving massage
inside Tihar Jail. Special Judge
Vikas Dhull issued a notice to
the Enforcement Directorate
on Jain's plea, asking the
agency to file its response by
Monday. In his plea, the Aam
Aadmi Party leader has
accused the ED of leaking the
CCTV footage "despite an
undertaking given in the
court" that no material relat-
ed to the case will be
divulged to the media. A
CCTV footage of Jain getting
massage inside Thar Jail
emerged in the mainstream
as well as social media on
Saturday morning. 

Minister for contempt 
proceedings 
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Bhilai, Nov 19: 

A Workshop was organ-
ised on ‘Procurement of
Services’ and ‘Forward
Auction’ through GeM
portal at BSP by
Materials Management
department of SAIL-BSP.
The workshop was inau-
gurated by Ajoy Kumar
Chakravorty, ED (MM) at
Ispat Bhavan on
November 17, 2022. Javed
Ahmed, ED (CMMG) and
other Senior officials
joined the session online
from other locations.

MK Rana, CGM(CC-
Works), Tapan Kumar,
CGM (MM), RK Mishra,
GM CMMG, Ashish
Kumar Saxena, Director-
Buyer Management,
GeM, and Nodal officer
for Ministry of Steel,
Sayantan Roy, Director
(Services) and Category
Management, Shailesh
Kumar, Chief Manager

Product & Forward
Auction, Amit Upadhyay,
Regional Business
Facilitator for CG state
from the GeM team,
Operating Authorities
from different depart-
ments of Non-Works
area, officials of Contract
Cell Works and Contract
Cell Non Works, mem-
bers of Marketing depart-
ment and other officers
were present during the
session.

Ajoy Kumar
Chakravorty, ED (MM) in
his inaugural address

stated that the GeM has
increased in its populari-
ty due to better trans-
parency, simplified proce-
dures, ease of access and
minimal time of transac-
tion. As we are entering
into the Services stream
in the GeM portal, the
session today will ad-
dress practical problems
faced by the users, he
said. Javed Ahmed, ED
(CMMG) stated that there
is a larger scope of inter-
action with Vendors all
across India and this will
bring uniformity in the

procurement process
across SAIL.

At the outset, the wel-
come address was given
by MK Kulkarni, GM I/c
(Contract Cell- Non
Works). The Senior offi-
cials from GeM ad-
dressed various queries
of the participants wrt
AMCs, customised terms
and conditions, details of
online registration, mul-
titude of categories
which can be accessed
and other issues pertain-
ing to the bidding
process.

Siddharth Updhayay,
SM (CCNW) and Pratish
Jagtap, SM (CCNW) gave
a presentation on con-
straints faced by them in
the GeM portal. These
concerns were addressed
by the GeM officials pres-
ent on the occasion.

GeM is a dedicated e-
market for different
goods and services pro-
cured by government or-
g a n i s a t i o n s / d e p a r t -
ments/PSUs but few
know that it was created
in a record time of 5
months. It not only aims

to enhance transparency,
efficiency but also to
bring speed in public pro-
curement. It provides the
tools of e-bidding, re-
verse e-auction and de-
mand aggregation to fa-
cilitate the government
users achieve the best
value for their money.

Workshop organised on ‘Procurement of
Services’ & ‘Forward Auction’ through GeM portal 

Vaccination drive being

shifted from Sector-01

to JLNH-Sector 9 
Bhilai, Nov 19: The
ongoing vaccination
drive at Bhilai Hospital
Sector 1 is being shifted
to JLN Hospital and RC
Sector 9 from
November 21, 2022.
Therefore, citizens are
requested to approach
JLN Hospital and RC
Sector 9 during OPD
hours at OPD No 10(F)
for vaccination.

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

Employees belonging to
Electrical Zone & I & A
Zone of Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the
‘Pali Shiromani‘ and
‘Karm Shiromani
Puraskar’ for their exem-
plary work performance
under the ‘Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana’ of
Bhilai Steel Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
winner included Harish
Kumar, AM (ERS) and
Siddhartha Bera, Senior
Manager (INCOS) where-
as Karm Shiromani
Award winners included
Chandra Prakash Sahu,
Technical (EC),
Telecomm, Khorbahara

Ram Netam, Master OCT,
Telecomm, Sant Kumar
Baghel, ACT, INCOS, who
were felicitated for their
exemplary work.

The function was
presided over by Asit
Saha, CGM I/c (M&U).
Sant Kumar Keshkar, GM
I n - c h a r g e
( I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n ) ,
Arjunan Shankar, GM In-
charge (Electrical),
Prabeer Kumar Padhy, GM
(ERS), Ravishankar GM
(INCOS) presented the
award winners with a cer-
tificate of merit, memento
and appreciation letter for
the spouse of the employ-
ee. The programme was
conducted by Personnel
Office of P&E Zone.

BSP employees of Electrical
Zone & I & A Zone felicitated 

Raipur, Nov 19: 

Health Minister T. S.
Singh Deo inaugurated
Central India’ first
‘Cardiovascular Tissue
and Homograft Valve
Bank’ at Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for
Child Heart Care hospi-
tal in Nava Raipur on
Saturday.

Speaking on this occa-
sion he said, “Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital
has been offering unpar-
alleled service to the
world for more than a
decade. With selfless
service, they have saved
more than 20,000 chil-
dren and gave them and
their families a new life
and hope. That too free of
cost!”

“Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital is
not only a major land-
mark of Raipur, but it is
also a jewel in
Chhattisgarh state’s
crown, and India’s pio-
neering Child Heart
Centre. With immense
pleasure and gratitude, I
have dedicated the new

Valve Bank which will be
a boost to heart care serv-
ices in Central India and
will help in saving many
more lives in future,” he
told.

Sadguru Sri
Madhusudan Sai graced
the occasion and said,
“Sri Sathya Sai Health
and Education Trust’s
primary goal is ‘Love all
and serve all’. With these
divine thoughts, we start-
ed serving the under-
served through educa-
tion, nutrition, and
healthcare. The best way

to serve the God is to
serve the needy in this
world. Through our
health mission, we have
reached not only the en-
tire nation, but also
many needy nations
across the globe. The
Valve Bank is one more
feather in Trust’s crown
and our service will con-
tinue forever with more
innovations and commit-
ment.”

On the 10th anniver-
sary of Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centers for
Child Heart Care, a pro-

gram called ‘Sanjeevani
2000’ was launched. A
total of 2000 selected chil-
dren successfully treated
for CHD with cardiac
surgeries and interven-
tions returned to Nava
Raipur Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital
along with their parents
or guardians. A multidi-
mensional impact assess-
ment of these children
started on Saturday
morning. Besides the im-
pact on health, the mega
assessment program has
a holistic approach as it

also focuses on the socio-
economic status of the
families of the child ben-
eficiaries.

“Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centres, the
flagship institutions of
the Trust have been
blessed in their growth
and direction by their
guiding light revered
Madhusudan Sai. His
love and constant con-
cern have always been
enormous sources of
strength and support,”
said Dr C. Sreenivas,
Chairman of Sri Sathya
Sai Health and Education
Trust which in turn runs
Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Centres for
Child Heart Care hospi-
tals and centres.

Former Indian Cricket
Captain Sunil Gavaskar,
Chhattisgarh Medical
Education Department
S e c r e t a r y
Dr.C.R.Prasanna, Dr.
Shaun Setty, Vivek
Narayn Gour and many
other renowned digni-
taries were present dur-
ing the inaugural cere-
mony.

Central India’s first Homograft Valve Bank inaugurated 

Bhilai, Nov 19: Sejal
Singh, a student of
Gurunanak English
Senior Secondary School
Sector-6, made the school
proud by securing first po-
sition in the Netball game
of Khelo Bhilai
Competition 2022 organ-
ized by Durg District
Olympic Association. This
competition will be organ-
ized from 06/11/2022 to
14/11/22 at BSP Higher
Secondary School, Sector-

6. Sejal Singh, a student of
class 9th was awarded with
a gold medal and trophy.
The Chairman of the
school, Sardar Tara Singh
has blessed and congratu-
lated her on the excellent
performance. On this
achievement, Guru Singh
Sabha Sector-6 President
Sardar Kulwant Singh,
Sardar Manjit Singh and
Sardar Gurudev Singh
(Vice President), Sardar
PP Singh Ahluwalia

(Treasurer), Sardar GS
Flora (General Secretary),
Sardar Jasbir Singh,
Sardar Baljit Singh (Joint-
Secretary) and Sardar
Harmeet Singh
(Secretary), Sardar Baldev
Singh (Treasurer), Sardar
Amardeep Singh of School
Education Committee,
Manjinder Singh (mem-
bers) and school principal
Mona Singh have wished
for the bright future of the
student.

Sejal Singh wins gold in Netball

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

Annual Sports meet was
organised on Saturday at
school playground of Sri
Narayana Guru Vidaya
Bhavan Sector-4. Uday
Bhan Singh Chauhan
(three times Winner of
President Award)
Assistant Inspector
General of Police (CID)
was the Chief Guest,
Anant Yadav (Social
Worker) was guest of hon-
our. School Manager VK
Babu, General Secretary,
KS Chandran, Vice presi-
dent TU Sunil, Vice
President (Education)
Vinay Peethambaran and
other respected  digni-
taries of committee mem-
bers, School Principal
Abhay Kumar Singh,
Teaching and Non
Teaching Staff, Parents
and students were present
in the event.

Programme com-
menced with lighting of
the lamp along  with
Saraswati Vandana. All
the dignitaries & guest
were felicitated with floral
greetings and batches fol-
lowed by melodious wel-
come song. An Energetic
March past under the able
guidance of V Janaki  was
presented by NCC  Cadets,
Student School Cabinet
members, House groups,
along with Red Cross
Scouts and guides. The
Principal Abhay Kumar
presented the Annual
Sports reports along with
welcome speech & moti-
vated the students to par-
ticipate in all the events.

The School President
VK  Babu, addressing the
gathering, praised the per-

formance of students at
state and national level,
and urged PTI’s to develop
the sports vitalities & en-
riched the  glory of the
school.

The Vice President
(Education) Vinay
Peethambaran in his ad-
dress said “We should
have physical activity
daily to low down the med-
ical expenses of the coun-
try”. Various Inter House
sports  activities were or-
ganised during the week
long meet and “Thug of
War “ between SN House
and  MT House on closing
ceremony where the SN
House were winners.

The  Chief guest, Guest
of Honour, School
President and other digni-
taries of managements
and Principal together
awarded prizes to the
Winners. Chief guest  in
his address said that
“sports  gives us stress free
life and inspire us for
achieving goals of life.”

Mass Drill was present-
ed by Middle Section
Students under the able
guidance  of Vandana
Shrivastava and Anila
Rajan. Memento was pre-
sented to Chief guest and
Guest of honour by VK
Babu and other digni-
taries. Vote of thanks was
presented by Vice presi-
dent (school) TU Sunil.
Sports flag was lowered
down as a mark of closing
of sports meet by PTI Sir
and Students of NCC. The
Programme ended with
National Anthem. The
Program was successfully
coordinated by Sandhya
Shaji, Sharda Pakhale and
Rajee K Anil.

Annual Sports Meet
organised at SNGVB

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

Durg Police made an-
other significant achieve-
ment in its ongoing surgi-
cal strike against online
cricket betting rackets of
Mahadev Book App and
Reddy Anna. Police bust-
ed 02 panels of Reddy
Anna and Mahadev Book
app which were being op-
erated from Delhi. The ar-
rested accused have been
brought to Durg in transit
remand. During prelimi-
nary investigation, online
betting money transac-
tions worth crores of ru-
pees have been discov-
ered. Transaction was
being done through more
than 27 accounts of differ-
ent banks. Police arrested
16 accused and seized 06
nos laptops, 30 nos mo-
biles, 04 nos broadband,
19 nos ATM cards, 05 nos
cheque books, 01 nos pass-
book, 20 nos sim cards, 13
nos registers (accounts),
etc. Police have collected
hundreds of mobile num-
bers linked to Reddy
Anna and Mahadev app.
Once again, Police busted
online betting at interna-
tional level. In the coming
days, Durg Police is likely
to make more revelations
after micro analysis of
bank accounts and mo-
bile numbers. Police are
also collecting informa-
tion about the people,
who are residing in for-
eign countries to operate
this racket. The recent
raids in Delhi were con-
ducted by a joint team of
Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit and Supela Police
Station. While addressing

media persons here at the
Police Control Room on
Saturday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that
during investigations,
they traced the where-
abouts of some people in-
volved in Mahadev Book
and Reddy Anna at Saket
in Delhi. Most of the sus-
pects were residents of
Bhilai – Durg area and
were frequently changing
their locations. About 15
days ago, they were oper-
ating from some place in
Punjab and recently they
had shifted to Delhi.

A team of the Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
team confirmed their
presence in two different
houses of Saket Colony,
Environment Complex,
Delhi. Under the direc-
tion of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and supervision
of ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, CSP (Bhilai
Nagar) Nikhil Rakecha
(IPS) and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddiqui, a special
team was sent to Delhi on
November 16 under the
leadership of Inspector

Santosh Mishra (I/c
ACCU) and Police Station
Incharge Supela
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma.

The team conducted
raids at both the houses
and caught 16 persons
who were operating dif-
ferent branches. Police
seized 02 nos laptops, 10
nos mobiles, 02 nos broad-
band, 18 nos bank ac-
counts, 01 nos ATM cards,
13 nos Sim Cards, 03 nos
Registers from the opera-
tors of Reddy Anna 121
branch. 04 nos laptops, 20
nos mobiles, 01 nos pass-
book, 05 nos cheque book,
01 nos tablet, 18 nos ATM
and credit card, 02 WiFi
broadband, 09 nos bank
accounts, 07 nos mobile
sims, 10 nos Registers
were seized from the op-
erators of Mahadev Book
Branch 266. Further ac-
tion is being taken by
Supela Police Station. ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Santosh
Mishra, Chandrashekhar
Banjir, Satyendra
Madharia, Constable

Pradeep Singh, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz
Khan, Arvind Mishra,
Rinku Soni, Vikrant Yadu
from ACCU and ASI
Rajinikanth Diwan and
Constable Surendra Patel
from Supela Police
Station played a vital role
in busting these branch-
es. The arrested accused
of Branch 01 - Reddy
Anna 121 are Ravinder
Singh (26) of Chikhli
Dhamdha Road Durg;
Anand Thakur (26) of
Laxmi Market, Supela
Durg; Rahul Manjhi (30)
of Zone 02 Khursipar
Bhilai; Mahavir Singh
(20) of Great Hakima
Amritsar Punjab; and
Karan Dhankar (21) of of
Mudhipar Rasmada,
Rajnandgaon. The arrest-
ed accused of Branch 02
Mahadev 266 are
Narendra Singh Gill (25)
of Street 10, Sector 04
Bhilai; Sarvjit Singh (25)
of KLC Sector 11
Khursipar, Bhilai;
Chandrabhushan Sahu
(24) of Laxmi Nagar Fish
Market, Shakti Chowk,
Supela; Akash
Chowdhary (23) of Sector
11, Zone 01 Khursipar;
Naveen Kumar Banjare
(27) of Sector 04 Bhilai;
Monish Sonwani (25) of
Sector 04 Bhilai; Md
Gulrej (22) of Ashrafi
Road, Farid Nagar, Bhilai;
Jayant Sen (22) of Camp
01, Shastri Nagar,
Chhawani; Abhishek
Sahu (21) of Azad Para
Basti, Risali; Md Sohail
Khan (24) of Farid Nagar,
Supela, and Roshan Singh
(25) of Ram Nagar Sahu
Para Supela.

Ruffians involved in online 
cricket betting brought to Durg

Bhilai, Nov 19: 

An expert session by Dr
T Sai Vijay, Asst.
Professor, Indian
Institute of Management,

Ranchi Jharkhand was
organised by the
Department of
Management, RSR
Rungta College of
Engineering &
Technology under the
aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions
(SRGI), Rungta
Knowledge City.

Dr T Rama Rao,
Director Academics,
SRGI in his welcome ad-
dress urged the students
to unlearn, learn and re-
learn management prac-
tices and change is immi-
nent to compete in the
global market on all
fronts. He also stressed
for new ways of doing
business, ease of doing
business and certain
practices like WFH etc
have given way due to
Covid.

Dr Anjaneya Sharma,
Professor and Head,
Department of
Management highlighted
the importance of under-
standing the Post-Covid
Era two-fold as having
Pros and Cons, which has

taught people to lead a life
meaningfully and loving-
ly with a concern for fel-
low human beings.

Dr T Sai Vijay present-
ed the management prac-
tices in the pre and post
covid era that the govern-
ment was contemplating
certain changes at the
apex level but the pan-
demic had compelled the
need for bringing in
Digitalisation right from
the grassroots to every
business at the apex level.
High dependence and use
of technology on all
fronts like the ICT have
made organisations stand
distinctively in the mar-
ket due to the pandemic.
Certain practices in the
areas of Marketing,
Human Resources,
Financial Management
and Entrepreneurship
were vividly explained
and presented.

The students and facul-
ty members actively par-
ticipated in this session.
The students expressed
their happiness and ex-
pressed that the session
was highly informative
and comprehensive.

On this occasion
Principals, Deans, HODs
and Faculty members
were also present. A vote
of thanks was proposed
by Dr Anjaneya Sharma
towards the end.

SRGI’s top manage-
ment comprising Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman, SRGI,
Saket Rungta, Director,
have stressed the need for
sincere efforts to be put in
by students as learners of
management in order to
excel in their endeavours
in the Post-Covid era.

Expert session on
‘Management Practices in Post

Covid Era’ held at SRGI
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No success in life without objectives and goals: Uikey
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uike participated in
the fourth convocation of
Kalinga University. The
Governor congratulated all
the students who received
degrees and medals for their
achievements. Addressing
the students, the Governor
said that without objectives
and goals, there is no success
in life. That’s why he asked
all the students to set goals
and move forward with good
objectives for success in life.
Governor participated in the
fourth convocation ceremony
of Kalinga University located
at Nava Raipur  and distrib-
uted degrees and medals to
the students of the year 2020,
2021 and 2022. A total of

6,525 students, including
gold medals to 189 students,
PhD degrees to 218, post-
graduate degrees to 1745
students and bachelor’s
degrees to 4562 students,
were awarded on the occa-
sion.

Expressing gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the new National
Education Policy 2020, the
Governor said that better
implementation of the
National Education Policy
will bring a positive change in
the educational life of the
next generation. Regarding
the new education policy, she
said that this policy has been
made on the basic principles
of equality, quality, and

accountability. It aims to
make both school and college
education more holistic, flex-
ible, multi-disciplinary and
bring out capabilities suited
to the needs of the 21st cen-
tury.

Through the new educa-
tion policy, India has to be

transformed into a vibrant
knowledge society and a
global knowledge superpow-
er. Teaching in local language
is also an important feature
of the new education policy.
Shee welcomed the introduc-
tion of medical and engineer-
ing studies in Hindi by the

central government.
Governor said that it is the
responsibility of all universi-
ties, teachers and adminis-
trative officers to implement
this education policy on the
ground only then our stu-
dents will be able to get its
benefit. For the better future
of the children, all the univer-
sities should work for the
betterment of their NAAC
grading while working  for
the betterment of higher
education. The Governor told
the students that the day of
Convocation is an important
phase in life. Describing the
convocation ceremony as a
wonderful step towards life
and a bright future, she said
that life will give you ample

opportunities to learn when
you leave the institution. It is
a proud moment for all the
students and their parents
and teachers. Wishing them
all the best for their future,
she said that we all have
become a part of the global
culture through the spirit of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. In
such a global environment,
the youth are getting many
attractive opportunities, but
at the same time they are
also facing global challenges.
Only by facing and solving
these challenges, students
can build their bright future.
She said that students
should acquire knowledge,
be humble and generous and
keep learning continuously

they will definitely get suc-
cess in life. On this occasion,
State Higher Education
Minister Mr. Umesh Patel
said that better education is
necessary for the develop-
ment of human values.   On
this occasion, State Private
University Regulatory
Commission Chairman Dr.
Umesh Mishra, Kalinga
University President Mr.
Rajeev Kumar, Chancellor
Mr. Sandeep Arora, Vice-
Chancellor Mr. R.K. Sridhar,
Vice-Chancellor Mr. Sajjan
Singh, Registrar Mr.
Sandeep Gandhi and faculty
members of Kalinga
University and students of
the University and their par-
ents were present.

Jubin Shah re-elected
CSCS President

Raipur, Nov 19: Jubin
Shah has been unani-
mously re-elected
President of Chhattisgarh
State Cricket Sangh
(CSCS) during the elec-

tions held last evening.
Treasurer Mukul Tiwari
from Bilaspur has been el-
evated to the post of
Secretary whereas outgo-
ing Secretary Siddharth
Pathak has been given the
responsibility of
Treasurer. Pramod
Shanker Sharma has been
elected as Vice President
whereas GS Murty has
been elected as Joint
Secretary. Patron Baldeo
Singh Bhatia and other
senior members of
Cricket Sangh were also
present during the meet-
ing. Indoor Pitch and Gym
of RDCA was also inaugu-
rated for the players, in-
forms a press release is-
sued here.

Chhattisgarh govt transfers seven senior IPS officers
Raipur, Nov 19: In a
reshuffle, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has assigned fresh
postings to seven senior
Indian Police Service
(IPS) officers, an official
said on Saturday.

As per an order issued
by the state home depart-
ment on Friday, D M
Awasthi, the director gen-
eral (DG) of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
State Police Academy in
Chandrakhuri, has been
appointed as the DG of
the state’s Economic
Offences Wing/Anti-

Corruption Bureau
(EOW/ACB).

Notably, the 1986-batch
officer, who served as the
state’s Director General
of Police (DGP) since
December 2018, was
transferred to the police
academy in November
last year.

Inspector General (IG)
Intelligence Anand
Chhabra, a 2001-batch IPS
officer, has been posted as
the IGP of Durg range,
the order stated.

IGP Surguja range
Ajay Kumar Yadav will
replace Chhabra as IG

Intelligence, with an ad-
ditional charge of IG
Raipur range (with
Raipur district jurisdic-
tion only).

The Raipur police
range covers five districts
— Raipur, Gariaband,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara
and Dhamtari.

Deputy IG ACB/EOW
Sheikh Arif Hussain has
been transferred as the
in-charge IGP of Raipur
range (for other districts
of the range excluding
Raipur), it stated.

The 2004-batch IPS offi-

cer Badri Narayan
Meena, who was the IGP
of Durg range with addi-
tional charge of Raipur
range, has been appoint-
ed as the IGP of Bilaspur
range replacing Ratan
Lal Dangi, who has been
made the Director of
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose State Police
Academy Chandrakhuri,
the order said.

Ram Gopal Garg, who
was serving as the DIG of
Rajnandgaon range, has
been appointed as the in-
charge IGP of Surguja
range, it said.

CM remembers Indira Gandhi and Rani
Laxmibai on their birth anniversary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today paid a humble obei-
sance to former Prime
Minister late Indira
Gandhi and the brave war-
rior of India’s freedom
struggle Rani Laxmibai
on their birth anniversary

today in his residential of-
fice by lighting an earthen
lamp and dedicating flow-
ers in front of their oil
painting.

The Chief Minister,
while remembering Mrs
Gandhi’s multidimension-
al personality and her con-
tribution to the nation,
said that she was commit-

ted to the upliftment of
the weak and poor sec-
tions of society through-
out her lifetime. She dedi-
cated her life to protecting
the unity and integrity of
our country. Mrs Indira
Gandhi’s birthday is cele-
brated as National Unity
Day for her contribution
to strengthening the unity
and harmony of the na-
tion.

Baghel said that Rani
Laxmibai’s invincible
bravery and courage are a
source of inspiration for
millions of women. Rani
Laxmibai didn’t shy away
from sacrificing her life
for the safety and honor of
her motherland. She op-
posed the repressive poli-
cies of the British
Government bravely and
didn’t give up till her last
breath. The MLA of
Dharamjaigarh Laljit
Singh Rathia also paid a
floral tribute to the two
iconic personalities.

Huge decline in COVID
infection in Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: In what
can be a matter of relief
for the government and
the people of
Chhattisgarh there has
been a huge decline in the
rate of COVID-19 infec-
tion in the state.
According to the report of
Corona investigation in
the state on November 18,
new COVID infection was
reported in two districts-
Balod and Durg. One new
patient was found in
Balod whereas six new
patients were found in
Durg district. No new

COVID patient was found
in the rest of the districts.

Situation had become
alarming in Raipur,
Raigarh, Bilaspur and
Janjgir-Champa districts
in the second and third
wave of COVID-19 but the
steps taken by the state
government to prevent in-
fection have been success-
ful. Lockdown was im-
posed when necessary.
The state government en-
sured strict compliance of

COVID guidelines.
On the other hand, the

state government in-
creased the number of
daily tests and isolated
positive people and got
them treated. The state
government also carried
out the vaccination drive
with focus on prevention
of new positive cases. As
a result there was a con-
tinuous decrease in the
number of new positive
patients. According to the
report released by the
Health Department on
November 18, there has
been a huge decline in the
number of new patients
of Corona.

With six COVID-19
cases reported in the state
on November 18, the
COVID-19 tally in the
state went to 11,77,690,

while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,145.

The recovery count
stood at 11,63,508 after
eight people recovered
during the day, leaving
the state with 37 active
cases. Durg led the day’s
case tally with three
cases, followed by one in
Dhamtari and other dis-
tricts. Not a single case
was reported in 24 dis-
tricts of the state. As 2,233
samples were examined
during the day, the overall
test count went up to
1,87,77,329, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,690, new cases six,
death toll 14,145, recov-
ered 11,63,508, active cases
37, total tests 1,87,77,329.

Women’ Challenger T-20
matches from today

Raipur, Nov 19:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
has been entrusted with
the responsibility to host
the Senior Women’ T-20
Challenger Trophy being
organized under the
aegis of BCCI at Naya
Raipur-based Martyr
Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium from November
20 to 26.

According to the infor-
mation received, BCCI
had constituted four
teams including India A,
B , C and D for the
Challengers in which
most of the top players
including firebrand
opener Shaifali Verma

would be part of the
matches. Daily two
matches would be played
from Sunday onwards.
Team India A has players
like Meghna Sigh, Nujat
Parvin, Harleen Deol,
Poonam Yadav whereas
Team C has several star
players like Puja
Vastakar, Priya Punia
and Kiran Prabhu
Navgire. Similarly Team
B has players like
Shaifali Verma, Tania
Sapan Bhatia, Deepti
Sharma whereas Team D
has players like Sikha
Pandey, Renuka Singh
Thakur, Yastika Bhati,
Rajeshwari Gaikward,
Jemmina Rodriques and
Sneha Rana.

Vidik, Ananya win Squash championship 
Raipur, Nov 19: Vidik
Karkashe defeated Prabhat
Minj with the score of 11-6,
11-7 and 11-3 to win the
Chhattisgarh State-level
Squash championship
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Squash Association (CSA)
at Squash Complex here on
Saturday.

Ananya Pandey defeated
Nidhi Dewangan to win
the Women’s title whereas
Samridhi Rathore defeated

Prakriti Chandrakar to
win the Under 15 Girls’
title. Similarly,
Jayavardhan Singh defeat-

ed Vedarth Dani to win the
Under 11 title and Reyansh
Kulsheshtra defeated
Divyam Upadhayaya to

win the title in Under 13
age group. Vansh
Chandrakar defeated
Malay Rathore to win the
Under 17 title. Providing
the above information in a
press statement issued
here, the CSA Vice
President Manoj Kumar
Agrawal said that Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Speaker Pramod
Dubey was chief guest of
the prize distribution cere-
mony.

Not a single case
reported in 24 
districts

Mukul Tiwari from
Bilaspur elected
Secretary

SPORTS ROUND-UP

‘Ease of Living-2022’
survey begins

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199::  On the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, Government
of India, the “Ease of Living-
2022” survey for ranking the
best livable cities has started.
Every citizen can register their
opinion on the questionnaire by
visiting the web link set by the
Government of India or by
scanning the QR code. This
time online certificates are
also being issued to every citi-
zen giving feedback as soon as
the survey is completed.

Raipur Smart City Ltd. MD
Mayank Chaturvedi has
appealed to the citizens of
Raipur to participate in the sur-
vey. In the earlier survey,
Smart City Raipur was ranked
seventh on the basis of the
feedback received from the cit-
izens.

This time in the survey of
“Ease of Living-2022”, 17 ques-
tions related to various civic
amenities are being asked, on
which citizens have to give
their opinion. For this, citizens
have to give information about
themselves by visiting the web
link https://eol2022.org issued
by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government of
India, after that they have to
register their opinion on the
question asked under the sur-
vey. These questions are relat-
ed to Raipur city’s public trans-
port, housing, drinking water,
electricity, education, enter-
tainment, employment, cleanli-
ness, pollution etc. All the
important bodies of the coun-
try are participating in this sur-
vey. Based on the feedback
received from the citizens, the
ranking of livable cities will be
released. Citizens can also give
their suggestions directly by
scanning the QR code.

Special free camp organised at Madhumeet Diabetes Hospital
Raipur, Nov 19:
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital and Rotary Club of
Raipur Capital have
pledged to provide lifelong
care and free medical assis-
tance to five (05) type one
diabetic patients on the oc-
casion of World Diabetes
Day 2022. In a special free
camp organized at
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital, these patients
were provided insulin kit
bags and pouches contain-
ing glucometers to make
them self-sufficient in self-
testing.

On behalf of
Madhumeet Diabetes
Hospital, Dr. Raka
Shivhare, Consultant
Diabetologist told that,
Along with this, a free dia-
betes check-up camp and
counseling camp was or-

ganized for more than 200
patients, in which ECG,
BMD, Neuropathy,
Fibroscan and Thyroid
were examined. Dr.
Shivhare told that we have
been organizing such
camps every year to spread
awareness among the gen-

eral public, but this year for
the first time we have
pledged and promised to
provide lifelong care and
free medical aid to five (05)
type one diabetic patients.

Dr. Raka Shivhare said
that the way diabetes is tak-
ing the form of an epidem-

ic, instead of being afraid of
it, it is better to introduce it
and prevent it as much as
possible. In spite of this, if
due to any reason you come
under the grip of diabetes,
then you can lead a normal
life by facing proper treat-
ment and avoiding.

Chhattisgarh to celebrate its state day on 21 November 

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugu-
rate the event and inspect the
stalls set up at the pavilion. The
pavilion showcases various ini-
tiatives and schemes of the
Chhattisgarh government
aimed at building a robust rural
economy. Every stall in the
pavilion depicts the central
theme of the trade fair ‘Vocal
for Local, Local to Global’.

Chhattisgarh has a vast can-
vas of tribal dance forms, folk
songs and traditional musical
instruments. Delhiites will have
the opportunity to have a
glimpse of the state’s Gaur
dance, Parab dance, Bhojali
dance, Gedi dance, Sua dance,
Panthi dance and Karma
dance, which will be per-
formed during the event. Each
dance form has its own history
and significance to it.

PPaarraabb  DDaannccee
This dance is performed by

the Dhurva tribes of Bastar

region. Men and women dance
together playing flute and
drum and create a pyramid-like
structure.This dance is called
Sainik Nritya, because the
dancers carry the axe and
sword, the symbols of valour,
during the dance. This dance is
organized on the occasion of
Madhai.

GGaauurr  ddaannccee
Gaur dance is a popular folk

dance of Sing Marias or
Tallaguda Marias of South
Bastar. Men put head-dresses
with stringed ‘cowries’ and
plumes of peacock feathers
and make their way to the
dancing ground. Women orna-
mented with brass fillets and
bead necklaces with their tat-
tooed bodies also join the gath-
ering and play instruments.
The men beat the drums, toss-
ing the horns and feathers of
their head-gears to the rising
tempo that gives the dance a
wilder touch.

GGeeddii  ddaannccee
This dance is prevalent all

over Chhattisgarh, but in
Bastar it is performed by the
Mudiya tribe on the occasion of
Hareli in the month of Savan.
During the performance, the
dancers are mounted high on
two long bamboo poles or any
other firm pole. The best part
of the Gendi dance is watching
the performers banging the
pole on the ground and at the
same time keeping an excel-
lent balance while swaying
with the different tribal
acoustics and percussions.
Hence this dance is a display of
perfection physical skill and
balance.

SSuuaa  ddaannccee
Sua means Parrot dance is

performed on the occasion of
Goura’s marriage. The women
perform this folk dance while
keeping a parrot in the centre.
Though a bit simple, but the
fun, energy and zest with the

dance performance move is
enough to make you adore it.
The performers sing and dance
in beautiful styles which is not
only entertaining but total fun
too.

PPaanntthhii  ddaannccee
Panthi dance is not only one

of the most significant forms of
folk dance but is also consid-
ered as a prominent custom or
ceremony of the Satnami com-
munity of Chhattisgarh. This
dance form is often performed
by the community during the
birth anniversary of Guru
Ghasidas which takes place in
Maghi Purnima. Like any dance
form, this one is also a combi-
nation of a plethora of steps
and patterns. However, the
thing which makes it unique is
the fact that it denotes the
teachings and sayings of its
holy guru.

KKaarrmmaa  ddaannccee
This folk dance of

Chhattisgarh is usually per-
formed by the tribal groups of
the state such as Gonds,
Oraons, Baigas and so on. It is
performed to mark the end of
the rainy season and the begin-
ning of the beautiful spring
season. Both men and women
of the villages participate in
this dance performance. There
is even a lead singer in the
team of performers for Karma
dance.

R-Day Camp contingent selection
for Delhi continue

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 19: An
Inter Group Competition
along with CATC com-
menced at Training
Academy Lakholi, Arang
on 15 Nov 2022. A Guard
of Honour was presented
to Major General Ajay
Mahajan, ADG MP&CG
Directorate by the cadets
participating in the
camp.

Along with the
General Officer, all
Group Commanders
from other groups, viz.,
Gwalior, Bhopal, Saugor,
Jabalpur, Indore and
Raipur also attended a
Conclave wherein the

various aspects of train-
ing camps for selection of
Cadets for the National
camps for the next year
were thoroughly dis-

cussed.
The camp is being con-

ducted under the aegis of
Brigadier AK Das VSM,
Group Commander

Raipur Group.
The cadets from all

Groups of MP and
Chhattisgarh will partic-
ipate in various events
like Drill, Firing, Flag
Area and Cultural pro-
gramme and a final team
will be selected which
will go to New Delhi for
participating in the pres-
tigious Republic Day
Camp. All Commanding
Officers of Raipur Group
and officers from Group
HQ Raipur group along
with the Associate NCC
Officers of some units
are involved actively in
conduct of the camp and
selection of the final con-
tingent.

Sports Meet-2022 begins in KPS

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1199::  Regular physi-
cal activity and playing sports
build personality and teach all
to live life in a healthy and bet-
ter way. To be involved in such
activities, to learn good values,
over all health, well being and
skills in  life UNICEF and
Chhattisgarh Private Schools
Management Association
(CPSMA) has organised Sports
Meet from Nov 14-19, 2022 on
the occasion of World
Children’s Day.  Different
schools were selected for host-
ing different game. Krishna
Public School, Raipur has got
the privilege to be the Nodal
Centre to organise Basketball
Competition,under-19 catego-
ry, both for boys and girls. The
opening ceremony was com-
menced with Knockout
Matches and with the gracious
presence of the Chief Guest,
Job Zakariya, CG Head,UNICEF,
Rajeev Gupta, Special Guest,

President , Chhattisgarh
Private Schools Management
Association, Col Naval Singh,
Commandant 135 BN BSF,
Palaud BSF campus, Naya
Raipur, Chhattisgarh. The
Guest of honour was Principal
Priyanka Tripathi, Executive
Director Ashutosh, and other
distinguished guests. Total  21
private schools were regis-
tered for this mega event of
Sports Meet. 

Four teams were emerged
out as winners to play in the
Semi-final round after the
Knockout matches. The first
Semifinal U-19 Boys was
played between Krishna Public

school, Dunda and  Holy Cross
Byron Bazar, Raipur and KPS,
Dunda was declared winner
defeating their rival team. The
Second Semifinal was played
between Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir and  MGM School, and
the players of Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir were declared as the
second Semifinalist

The First Semifinal U-19
Girls category was played
between KPS, Dunda and
Dronacharya Public school and
KPS Dunda players showed
their skill and bagged the posi-
tion of First Semifinalist. The
Second Semifinal was played
between Salem English School

and Shri Balaji Vidya Mandir
and the winning position was
attained by Shri Balaji Vidya
Mandir.

The two Semifinalists faced
each other on the second day
in the final match  of this mega
event. The players of Shri
Balaji Vidya Mandir lifted the
Winner’s Trophy by defeating
the host teams in  both Boys’
and the girls’ category.

Speaking on the occasion
the Principal Priyanka Tripathi
emphasized on the importance
to the need for arranging such
tournaments in the school. She
congratulated and encouraged
all the participants from the

different schools for their laud-
able performances. She further
said basketball is an enjoyable
sport that suits many skill lev-
els and coordination owing to
its global popularity.

The Executive Director,
Krishna Public School, Raipur
Region Ashutosh highly appre-
ciated the winning teams for
their agility, promptness and
true sportsmanship. He moti-
vated every player for display-
ing a high standard of physical
endurance, leadership and
defensive strategies. The two
days mega event of Sports
Meet ended with a hope to
meet in the next calendar year.

Growing at phenomenal 25% CAGR since inception: Rathi

Raipur, Nov 19: The
Director Marketing
Gloster Cables Ltd. Vinay
Rathi, informed media
persons that Gloster has
recently arranged
Technical Seminars for
two consecutive days at
Raipur, regarding “Gloster
- Products & Capabilities-
Safety & Maintenance”.
Dignitaries and eminent
professionals from differ-
ent reputed Industries
from Chhattisgarh, Govt
Departments, Utilities,
Contractors as well
Dealers & Distributors at-
tended the Technical

Seminar. Vinay Rathi fur-
ther conveyed that “de-
spite the present macro
challenges, volatility in
the commodity prices and
inflationary pressures im-
pacting margins, Gloster
has done extremely well
and exited 2021-22 with a
positive momentum led by
a strong demand in the
cable and wire segment.
The benefits of major ca-
pacity expansion initia-
tives, improvement in
product mix, increase in
dealer network, strength-
ening of sales force and

penetration in new geog-
raphies have all con-
tributed to the significant
jump in their revenues. He
further added that Gloster
has been growing at a phe-
nomenal rate of 25%
CAGR since inception and
have an ambitious plan of
reaching a top line of Rs
1000 crore in the next 3
years.” It is notable here
that Gloster Cables
Limited, was co-founded
by the Modi and Rathi
families in 1995 at
Secunderabad in
Telangana. Gloster is man-

aged by a team of extreme-
ly competent and experi-
enced professionals from
the cable industry and led
by Managing Director,
Ashish Modi and ably sup-
ported by Vinay Rathi, as
Director Marketing.
Gloster is today one of
India’s leading, fastest
growing cable manufac-
turers serving a wide spec-
trum of business seg-
ments and providing cable
solutions to a host of in-
dustries across the coun-
try. Gloster has a Pan-
India presence and today
boasts of Regional &
Branch offices in more
than 30 locations across
the country. Gloster also
has a net-work of hun-
dreds of Distributors /
Dealers / Retailers /
Touch Points across the
country.

Govt College Mopka-Nipania now bears
the name of Late Ramnath Verma

Central Chronicle News

B a l o d a b a z a r -
Bhatapara, Nov 19:
According to an an-
nouncement from the
chief minister, Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the
Government New
College Mopka-Nipania
in the Balodabazar-
Bhatapara district has
been renamed as Late
Ramnath Verma
Government College
Mopka-Nipania. A direc-
tive in this regard has
been released by the
Higher Education
Department of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

It is worth noting that
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, an-
nounced the naming of

Government New
College after the late
Ramnath Verma, a
Bhatapara area social
worker. Late Ramnath
Verma was always con-
cerned with social wel-
fare. He started function-
ing a primary school in
his residence without
any assistance from the
government. He sowed
the seed of education,
which has grown into a
college today. This col-
lege was established in
2018-19. The naming of
the college after the late
Ramnath Verma has
caused a wave of pleas-
ure throughout the re-
gion. People’s represen-
tatives and citizens in
the area say that by call-
ing Government New
College Mopka-Nipania

after the late social
worker  Late Ramnath
Verma, Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
has paid true tribute to
him. With a futuristic
vision, the late Mr.
Ramnath Verma donat-
ed approximately 6
acres of land for the ex-
pansion of the primary
school. In the region, he
accomplished an out-
standing job of uniting
people via social and re-
ligious activities, as
well as increasing so-
cial collaboration and
mutual brotherhood.

As a result of his ef-
forts, the Gram Sabha
and Gram Panchayat
overwhelmingly accept-
ed the naming of the
government’s new col-
lege after him.

CM inaugurates SEGEMS
in Ambagarh Chowki

Ambagarh, Nov 19: The
Chief Minister inaugu-
rated the Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in the
Ambagarh Chowki
under the Khujji
Vidhansabha region in
the Mohla Manpur
Ambagarh Chowki dis-
trict during the Bhent
Mulaqat program today.
CM Baghel was wel-
comed by school students
wholeheartedly when he
reached there. The Chief
Minister inspected the
resources and facilities
in the school. The Chief
Minister also distributed
cycles to 97 female stu-
dents of the 9th standard
under the
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Saraswati Cycle Yojana.
The students looked ex-

tremely excited and
happy at receiving cycles
from the Chief Minister.
Giving his blessings to
the students, the Chief
Minister advised them to
study well. Student life
forms the foundation of
an entire lifetime.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
students should set a defi-
nite goal and work to-
wards achieving it. Don’t
stop till you achieve your
goal. The Chief Minister
said that they should
take inspiration from the
lives of legends, and

apply the lessons in their
own lives to become suc-
cessful. It is noteworthy
that 573 students were
granted admission to this
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
this year, out of which
300 are female students.

Archi Sharma, a stu-
dent of 10th standard
said that Swami
Atmananad Schools were
a remarkable endeavor of
the State Government in
the field of education for
the students in
Chhattisgarh.

She said that the Chief

Minister has done the
commendable work of se-
curing the future of the
state’s children by open-
ing Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools.
She also said that this
school is a good effort in
improving the standard
of education and it is
helping students to
march ahead in their
lives. Qualified teachers
have been recruited in
the school who are not
only providing them edu-
cation but also other
forms of guidance to do
better in life.
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Gloster Cables organises
two-day technical 
seminar

Plans to reach top line of
Rs 1000 cr in next 3 yrs

Glimpse of cultural pro-
grammes at trade fair
in Pragati Maidan

Baghel to visit trade
fair in New Delhi

Folk music and dance
of Chhattisgarh to over-
whelm visitors at IITF

With the enterprise of
UNICEF and CPSMA

Taught the lesson of
being disciplined in 
student life and 
focusing on goals

Shyameshwari Vajpayee

Raipur, Nov 19:
S h y a m e s h w a r i
Vajpayee, R/o Banjari
Chowk, Raipur,
breathed her last here
on Friday. The final
rites were performed at
Marwari crematorium
at 4:00 in the evening.
She was daughter-in-
law of Ashok Vajpayee
and wife of Vinod
Vajpayee.

OBITUARY BSS Pranavananda Academy hosts
activities for students

Raipur, Nov 19: On the oc-
casion of Children’s Day
BSS Pranavananda
Academy organized differ-
ent activities like Bal Mela
and annual sports meet for
its students. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by BSS Secretary Swami
Shivarupananda by releas-
ing balloons and pigeons.
Following the direction of
Principal Anindita Ghosh
all the activities were
smoothly conducted. The
students had set up differ-
ent food stalls and took in-
spiration of how to set up
business.

As per the initiative of
State Development and
Research on the occasion
of Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav, different compe-
titions like drawing, ran-
goli and Meet with 75 com-
petition was organized and
winners were distributed
prizes. RSU retired princi-
pal Dr Shiv Kumar Pandey
was present as chief guest

along with programme
chief Sanjay Joshi, coordi-
nator Dansingh
Dewangan, BSS Secretary
Swami Shivarupananda,
Principal Anindita Ghosh
and school manager
Mahadeo Mahato.



G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 19: The
whole process of head
master counseling is
under suspicion, in
which the disabled teach-
ers were sent 20 kilome-
ters away, for which
District Collector GPM
has ordered an inquiry,
due to which the whole
process has come under
suspicion.

The names of 18
schools were not made
public in the counseling
of 15 Nov 22 to give the
desired place to its peo-
ple, which was revealed
on 16 Nov 22 after match-
ing the numbers of the
list. Seeing the serious-
ness of the matter,
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary has
ordered the Additional
Collector to investigate

and by the order dated 7-
11-2022 of the School
Education Department,
which has been written
to all the District
Education Officers for
counseling, there is no
mention of disabled
men, women and women
in it. But the order is-
sued by District
Education Officer G PM
for counseling on 14-11-22
is wrong, in which coun-
seling of disabled men,
women and women has
been ordered on 15th and
counseling of men on
16th was designated. As
per rules, men and
women all have names in
the seniority list, coun-
seling was to be done in
the same order, but this
was not done by the
District Education
Officer GPM.

Kanker, Nov 19: 

A 23-year-old man has
been arrested for alleged-
ly raping a woman in a
forest of Kanker district,
police said on Friday.

The incident took place
in Vyaskongera forest
under Kanker police sta-
tion limits on Wednesday,
following which the ac-
cused was arrested, said
Sharad Dubey, the station
house officer (SHO) of
Kanker police station.

The victim is a college
student, and she knew the
accused, he said.

The accused allegedly
took the victim in his car
to the forest on the pretext
of an outing and allegedly
raped her, the official
said. As per the com-

plaint, when the woman
resisted the rape bid and
telephoned her classmate,
the accused snatched her
phone and threw it in the
back seat of the car, he
said.

As the call was not dis-
connected, the victim’s
classmate could hear her
screams on the phone and
immediately contacted

the police. The phone’s lo-
cation was traced and she
was rescued, he said. The
accused has been arrested
under sections 376 (rape),
376 (2) (n) (commits re-
peated rape on the same
woman), 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code, the
official added.
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BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  1199:: To make the
district smoke-free under the
National Tobacco Control
Program, on the instructions of
District Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara, under the guid-
ance of Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. Sunil Bharti
and District Program Manager
Sandeep Tamarkar, action was
taken in Bijapur district. 

During this, the enforcement
team took action under the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) on sell-
ing tobacco products within
100 yards radius of district
headquarters and educational
institutions. In this regard, the
District Nodal Officer of the
National Tobacco Control
Program, Dr. Chelapatti Rao

told that for the purpose of
making Bijapur district smoke-
free, a total of 12 challans
have been issued under sec-
tions 4 and 6 of the Kotpa Act
for not following the provi-
sions of the Kotpa Act in the

shops located at the head-
quarters.  During the opera-
tion, smoking was being done
at the paan stall and tobacco
products were being sold
without warning signs. In this
regard, the people who came

there including the owner of
the shop were also made
aware about the Kotpa Act
2003. For the purpose of mak-
ing the district completely
free from tobacco consump-
tion, under Section 4 and 6 of
the Kotpa Act 2003, boards of
non-smoking areas should be
installed in all public places
and workplaces in the district
and the name of the officer-in-
charge, assistant nodal officer
will be written on the
board.District Nodal Officer
Dr. Chelapatti Rao, Divisional
Advisor Prakash Srivastava,
District Accounts Manager
Chitreng Chandrakar and
Ashok Kunjam and Ganpat
Sori from Police Department
were present.

Efforts intensified 
for smoke-free Bijapur

Under tobacco control program

Rajim, Nov 19: In the re-
cently concluded Shiv
Mahapuran held in
Gudhiyari, Raipur, Pandit
Pradeep Mishra has asked
the Chief Mister Bhupesh
Baghel to give Rajim the
status of district in ac-
count to its religious and
cultural glory. The Seer
also talked about the im-
portance of the place in ac-
cordance to the entity of
the State and the nation.

Known as the second
Prayagraj is Rajim of
Chhattisgarh, it has be-

come a sub-divisional of-
fice only after the tehsil
headquarters and for the
last 30 years, there has
been a demand to make it a
district. Many dignitaries
including Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, INC, BJP,
Bahujan Samaj Party
workers and senior lead-
ers, Former MP Chandulal
Sahu, Himanshu Dubey of
the Advocates Association,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Rohit Sahu have advo-
cated upon the need of for-
mation of the District

Construction Committee,
for the final drafting of
Rajim into  a district.

Meanwhile Maghi
Punni Mela commencing
from 5th February, is
awaited by the people of
the district, hoping the an-

nouncement that Rajim
will be made a district, by
the Chief Minster, with the
people of the area also
opining to the fact that de-
velopment will soon get
momentum as soon as
Rajim becomes a district.

Rajim should be made a district: Pt. Mishra

SSaakkttii,,  NNoovv  1199:: To ensure chil-
dren have access to basic and
essential services vital for their
survival and development, Dr
Charandas Mahant, Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly launched child-
friendly gram panchayat initia-
tive in Jongra village in Sakti
district.  UNICEF will support
the gram panchayats of Jongra,
Darang and Balpur to become
child-friendly. Launching the
initiative, Dr Charandas
Mahant, Speaker, Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly said,
UNICEF’s supported initiative
will help improve child health
and nutrition indicators and
also stop social ills like child
labour, malnutrition, and child

marriage. Dr Mahant also par-
ticipated in the ongoing World
Children’s Day celebrations
such as #GoBlue, interacted
with children, and adminis-
tered the pledge to protect
child rights. He also called on
the sarpanches of his con-
stituency to renew their efforts
to build child-friendly villages
and focus on the wellbeing of
children. Job Zachariah, Chief
of UNICEF Chhattisgarh said
Jogra gram panchayat is set to
become the first child-friendly
panchayat in the state and a
model in safeguarding the
rights of children through the
initiative. The gram panchay-
ats will work towards achiev-
ing  30 indicators developed by

the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
and Niti Aayog, thus improving
the developmental outcomes
related to women and children
of the state. Dicson Masih of
Social Revival Group of Urban
Rural and Tribal, Korba said his
organization along with
UNICEF will support the
sarpanches, secretaries, PRIs
and other service providers to
ensure every child in the gram
panchayat is healthy, nour-
ished, learning, and protected
and have access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation.

The launch of the initiative
marks the World Children’s Day
on 20 November. UNICEF will
organize a series of events to
highlight child rights and pro-
mote the safety and protection
of children. The campaign also
aims to create sporting oppor-
tunities for children and young
people to acquire life skills and
build inspiring role models and
girls’ empowerment.

Mahant calls for renewed action
to protect the rights of children

 UNICEF to support

child-friendly gram

panchayats in Ch’garh

 Child-Friendly Gram

panchayat initiative 

in Sakti launched

Woman raped in forest of Kanker
 One held About the incident

The incident took place in Vyaskongera forest under Kanker
police station limits on Wednesday, following which the
accused was arrested.The victim is a college student, and she
knew the accused. The accused allegedly took the victim in his
car to the forest on the pretext of an outing and allegedly raped
her. As per the complaint, when the woman resisted the rape
bid and telephoned her classmate, the accused snatched her
phone and threw it in the back seat of the car. As the call was
not disconnected, the victim’s classmate could hear her
screams on the phone and immediately contacted the police.
The phone’s location was traced and she was rescued.

Collector orders inquiry into
Head Master counseling 

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  NNoovv  1199::  

District level intellectual
competition for the students of
primary, upper primary and
higher secondary level was
organized on November 11 in
Kumharras ke Aakar Sanstha
for the personality develop-
ment of post Covid children
under Padhai Tunhar Duar 3.0
scheme in Sukma district.
District Education Officer Nitin
Datsena presided over this pro-
gram organized as per the
order of the State Project
Office, Comprehensive
Education, Raipur
Chhattisgarh. Officers and
employees of District Office

Samagra Shiksha Sukma,
Aakar and Piramal Foundation
were mainly present in this
program. Through the district
level selected judging team, 30
participants of all the three
development blocks were
organized in different disci-
plines of impromptu speech,
painting, science project
demonstration, general knowl-
edge, essay, oral mathematics,
speed mathematics, speed
reading.  In which Kumari
Karishma, Ms Bhumika in ver-
bal Maths, Bhavesh Gandhi in
speed reading in secondary
level competition, Ms Gunjan,
Vishwamit Singh in primary
level speed reading competi-

tion, Dakshkumar in secondary
level, Ms Preeti in general
knowledge, Tushar Khute,
Abhishek in essay  Jain, Ms
Disha, Ms Rameshwari, Rinku
Madkami in extemporaneous
speech and Ms Subro Biswas
and Jagannath Baghel in paint-
ing secured first and second
position.

The winning participants at
the district level participated in
the divisional level competition
held at Jagdalpur on 12th
November. In which Tushar
Khute and Ms Preeti in speed
reading, Bhavesh Gandhi,
Kumari Gunjan in oral maths
got first and second place in
divisional level general knowl-
edge competition.
Participating students of
English Medium Atmanand
School Pavaras, Sukma, Hindi
Medium Atmanand School,
Sukma, and Primary School
Kumharras of Sukma district,
selected in divisional level
competition, visited Raipur on
Nov 16 to participate in the
state level competition to be
held on 17th November.
During this ADPO Sukma
Narayan Verma, Principal Sejs
Pavaras TD Das, Principal Sejs
Hindi Medium School Sukma P.
Anil Kumar, Principal Primary
School Kumharras Sheela
Singh and parents of partici-
pating students were present.

Sukma children participate in sports

Bemetara, Nov 19: Chief
guest Ashish Chhabra MLA
Bemetara attended the
Bhoomipujan and inaugu-
ration ceremony organized
at Sirwabadha Gram
Panchayat under Bemetara
assembly constituency. First
after performing the rituals,
the Bemetara to
Sirwabadha access road was
approved under the
Chhattisgarh Rural Roads
Development Agency
scheme, along with its
Bhoomipujan. On this occa-
sion, MLA Ashish Chhabra
said that by fulfilling the
dreams that our forefathers
the state’s famous Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel is
working towards making
Chhattisgarh prosperous.
Development of rural areas
is our first priority, so vil-
lages development works
connected with basic facili-

ties are being approved.
Keeping in view the facili-
ties of the villagers, basic fa-
cilities including access
road, community building,
platform construction,
farmer’s cottage, water tank
construction are being ap-
proved for an all round de-
velopment of the area.
‘Development is my first
goal and I am trying my best
not to cause any kind of in-
convenience to the residents
of the area’. ‘I am taking ini-
tiatives to provide all kinds
of facilities, it was a long-
standing demand of all of
the villagers and which
today have been fulfilled
with the road construction
work. The works for which
foundation was laid includ-
ed construction of approach
road from Bemetara to
Sirwandha. This will get rid
of the problems faced dur-

ing rainy days and various
types of facilities will be
available, not only the desti-
nation will be benefited but
also all the villages falling on
the way will be benefitted by
it. It should be known that
with the construction of
these routes, a new wave of
development will be gener-
ated in the area, employ-
ment opportunities will in-
crease, people’s business
will also increase, to
strengthen the rural econo-
my, the expansion of basic

facilities is thought of by the
construction of a road
where the common people
will be able to travel. While
there will be convenience,
basic facilities like educa-
tion and health will also de-
velop rapidly. CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s government of the
state is constantly working
to provide basic facilities to
the general public, in the
Corona epidemic, we have
definitely created difficult
situations for some time, but
now life has started again in

the same order and the all-
round development of the
area should continue. On
this occasion Bansi Patel
President District Congress
Committee Bemetara,
Lukesh Verma President
Block Congress Committee
Bemetara, Mrs.
Shashiprabha Gaikwad
Member District Panchayat
Bemetara, Mithalas Verma
Vice President District
Panchayat Bemetara, Mrs.
Ranjita Yogesh Jangde,
Devsharan Gosai, Ravi
Rajak, Dhanjay Co. ,
Bodhan Sahu, Raja Verma,
Kiran Verma, Cheman
Netam, Ashok Nirmalkar,
Bhuvan Jangde, Mohan
Kurre, Suraj Jangde, Mohit
Banjare, Sanjeev, Ramdhan
Banjare, Hansraj Joshi,
Rajesh Tandon, Pranjal
Tiwari, Raja Choubey, Ajay
Sen, Shubham Verma A

large number of villagers
including Prateek Dubey,
Wasim Munir, Dhanjay
Pathak, Viplav Gauraha,
Atul Sahu were present.

Sirwabadha got gift of various devp works worth Rs 362.03 lakh

Bemetara, Nov 19: 

In the hearing of the
special case in Bemetara
rape case, the presiding
officer of Fast Track
Special Court (Poxo Act)
Mrs Madhu Tiwari,
Additional Sessions
Judge passed the deci-
sion on 17th November,
accused Dharmendra
alias Raja Diwakar age 20
years, resident of village
Bhaisamuda police sta-
tion Nawagarh was pun-
ished with 20 years rigor-
ous imprisonment and
fine. Satish Verma,
Special Public
Prosecutor Bemetara ap-
peared on behalf of
Chhattisgarh.

The father of the vic-
tim, present at Police

Station Bemetara on
January 11, 2022, report-
ed that the accused had
taken the victim from the
scene of incident under
Police Station Bemetara,
without their permis-
sion, on January 10, 2022,
at around 9.30 am. By lur-
ing her to marry, he
raped her between
January 10 and January
19. The report was regis-
tered under Section 363
Bhadvi by Police Station
Bemetara and discussed.
In this session case, state-
ments of 10 witnesses
were made on behalf of
the prosecution. Fast
Track Special Court
(Poxo Act) Presiding
Officer Mrs. Madhu
Tiwari Additional
Sessions Judge passed

the decision on
November 17 after hear-
ing in the special case
and proved beyond doubt
accused Dharmendra
alias Raja

4 years rigorous im-
prisonment to Diwakar
and Rs.500 fine on convic-
tion of Section 363
Bhadvi and 7 years rigor-
ous imprisonment on
conviction of Section 366
Bhadvi and Rs.500 fine
and Section 42 Indian
Penal Code in the context
of Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act
2012 Section 376 (2) (f) (j)
(k) (n) and 376 (3) and
Section 6 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act
2012, section 6 of the
POCSO Act.

Rape accused sentenced to 20 years RI

Kasdol, Nov 19: 

A children’s fair was or-
ganized in DAV Kasdol’s
DAV Kasdol
(Chharchhed), in which
the students gave  a multi-
colored performance.
Many parents, including
Ganesh Sahu, Swadadata
Dabang Duniya, Bhavesh
Yadav, District President
Youth Congress, Manish

Banjare, observed the sci-
ence and art exhibition or-
ganized by the children’s
creativity.

The teachers of DAV
School participated in
which mainly Pushpalata
Sahu, Monika Mishra,
Sonal Hota, Veena Sahu,
Sandeep Patel, Partha
Vaishnav, Atul Sahu, Riya
Devgan and many others
were present.

Brilliant performance
by children in Bal Mela
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Centre praises TN for 
transformation of ration shops

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Centre has praised
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment for the transforma-
tion of ration shops, also
called fair price shops
(FPS), and asked other
states to explore addition-
al revenue streams to im-
prove the financial viabili-
ty of FPS.

After a conference of
food secretaries held on
Friday here, the Union
Food Ministry in a state-
ment said: “One of the
best practices on FPS
transformation was
demonstrated by the
Secretary, Government of
Tamil Nadu highlighting
multiple initiatives under-
taken such as selling of
commodities, minor mil-
lets, grocery items, ISO
certification of FPSs dur-
ing his presentation.”

Union Food Secretary
Sanjeev Chopra, who
chaired the conference, ap-
preciated the persistent ef-
forts of Tamil Nadu and
stressed the significance of
the transformation of

FPS. He also asked states
and Union Territories to
explore additional revenue
streams to improve the fi-
nancial viability of FPSs,
the statement added.

The conference deliber-
ated important issues
linked with various
schemes including the
Implementation of Rice
Fortification, One Nation
One Ration Card
(ONORC), Smart PDS,
Route Optimization etc.

On wheat procurement,
the states were told that
the procurement was
lower last year and re-
quested timely sowing and
better procurement of
wheat during the ensuing
2023-24 rabi marketing sea-
son (April-March).

States were advised to
improve procurement in-
frastructure and complete
the paddy procurement
and milling operations
within the specified time-
lines for Kharif Marketing
Season (KMS) 2022-23.

Also, States were re-
quested to improve their
online procurement sys-
tem and to add more
threshold parameters for
transparency in food-
grains procurement and

milling, the statement
said.

On the distribution of
fortified rice, Chopra said
the Centre is aiming to
achieve full distribution of
fortified rice in all govern-
ment programmes by the
year 2023-24.

The ecosystem is fully
geared up to achieve the
target and states/UTs have
been requested to
strengthen their respec-
tive machinery in order to
be fully prepared to ensure
the procurement, supply
and distribution of forti-
fied rice as per the stipu-
lated timeline. The FCI is
conducting this initiative
all over the country.

He appreciated the ef-
forts taken by states in en-
suring food grains to mi-
grants under the ONORC.
As an outcome of the
scheme, more than 91
crore portability transac-
tions have been recorded
since its inception.

Representatives from
Nandurbar (Maharashtra)
shared insights on the ini-
tiatives taken such as the
creation of a district dash-
board and migrants’ pro-
file in order to reduce mal-
nutrition.

Elon’s announcement is creating
havoc in the corporate world

Atul Malikram

Ever since Elon Musk
took over the reins of
Twitter, the world is
buzzing with news of the
layoff of employees from
the platform. Almost
every day, you can see
dozens of channels, publi-
cations, and websites cov-
ering the news to a large
extent. As the new owner
of the micro-blogging site
Twitter, Elon Musk has
been laying off employees,
and everyone is speculat-
ing on the reason behind
this move. Are these em-
ployees not efficient or
trustworthy, or something
else is going on?

According to Elon
Musk, they have no other
option regarding lessen-
ing Twitter’s workforce be-
cause the company is los-
ing $ 4 million every day.
Beyond this profit-loss fac-
tor, the employees who
have been fired are given a
severance of 3 months,
which is 50 percent more
than the statutory limit.
That is, according to
Musk, the employees who
have been sidelined from
Twitter are being compen-
sated for the next 3
months. On the global
level, almost half of the
total 7,500 employees at
Twitter have been laid off.

Regardless, firing the
employees at frenzy is
morally and legally wrong

in many ways. It’s not even
a month since Elon took
over the reins of Twitter
and he decided to fire the
employees at such a large
scale. The trifling way it
dismissed the employees
is disrespectful and insen-
sitive. Being the ‘new’
owner of such a large com-
pany, it is practically im-
possible for him to know
about his employees- who
are efficient and who are
not. Shouldn’t they be
given a chance to prove
themselves instead of get-
ting sacked all of a sud-
den? How can he decide
the fate of so many in such
a haphazard way?
Moreover, if the company
is facing dropping in fi-
nancial revenues, should-
n’t it be his responsibility
to work it rather than pun-
ish his employees?
Recently, it is being said
that the company is now
asking ‘dozens of employ-
ees to come back as they
were mistakenly fired.

Even in India, the
process of employee layoff
has started as a part of
global job cuts. The em-
ployees received an email
notification from the com-
pany stating they are

fired. Later, they were au-
tomatically logged out
from the laptop by the
company. In India alone,
the entire marketing de-
partment, partner rela-
tions, sales, and content
curation teams have been
shown the door. The com-
pany had around 250 em-
ployees in India, out of
which 200 have been laid
off so far. In India, we
have been taught to stay
in touch with our employ-
ers even after leaving a
job for some time. Not be-
cause they need us, but
because we establish a
connection with our
workplace which is hard
to forget. Also, no matter,
how financially secure an
individual is, getting fired
all of a sudden is surely
mind-boggling and de-
pressing. How is Musk
going to compensate for
the mental torture he
brought upon thousands
of people?

It is not wrong to say
that sometimes even fast
decision-makers run the
risk of making poor deci-
sions that could come
back to haunt them. The
same is the situation with
Elon’s announcement. It
is too early to speculate if
this decision is good or
bad for the company, but
for the employees who are
still in shock after being
laid off, it is going to be a
hard pill to swallow.

Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Thirty-nine schools from
across the country have
been awarded the Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar for the
2021-22 academic session,
the Ministry of Education
announced on Saturday.

The schools selected
from among the total 8.23
lakh entries are 28 govern-
ment and aided while 11
are private schools.

The awarded schools in-
clude two Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas,
one Navodaya Vidyalaya
and three Kendriya
Vidyalayas.

The Swachh Vidyalaya
Puraskar not only honours
the schools that have taken
exemplary work in the

field of water, sanitation
and hygiene but also pro-
vides a benchmark and
roadmap for schools to
make further improve-
ments.

For the award, schools
are rated on six broad pa-
rameters of — water, toi-
lets, handwashing with
soap, operation and main-
tenance, behavioural
change and capacity build-
ing and COVID-19
(Preparedness and
Response).

“Out of 39 schools, 17 are
elementary and 22 are sec-
ondary/ higher secondary
schools. Cash prizes of Rs
60,000 to 34 schools (in over-
all category) and Rs 20,000
(in sub-categories) were
given to the awardee

schools today,” a Ministry
of Education official said.

The third edition of the
award saw participation
from 9.59 lakh schools,
around 1.5 times more than
the number of schools (6.15
lakh schools) which partic-
ipated in SVP 2017-18.

Out of the 9.59 lakh
schools, more than 8.23
lakh schools submitted
their applications for SVP
2021-22. The evaluation
process of 4,27,718 eligible
schools was undertaken at
district and state level, out
of which 606 schools at
State and UT level awards
were found eligible for na-
tional level awards.

The National Selection
Committee for selection of
schools for SVP 2021-22, in

their meeting held on 10th
October 2022, selected 39
schools (34 in overall cate-
gory and five in sub-cate-
gories) for national level
awards for SVP 2021-2022,
after the third party evalu-
ation by UNICEF partner
agency (NEERMAN).

Minister of State for
Education Subhas Sarkar
requested all schools to
work hard in the field of
cleanliness in schools to
compete with the perform-
ance of award-winning
schools, districts and
states.

He also stressed that
schools conferred with the
national award may sus-
tain the standard and rat-
ing of cleanliness and hy-
giene.

Telangana police summons BJP leader Santhosh 

Bengaluru, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Telangana Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probing the alleged attempt
to poach TRS MLAs has
summoned BJP national
general secretary B L
Santhosh to appear before it
for questioning on
November 21. In his notice

to Santhosh, served at the
BJP’s Karnataka headquar-
ters at Malleswaram in
Bengaluru, the investigat-
ing officer B Gangadhar
cautioned the BJP leader
that failure to appear before
the SIT for interrogation
could lead to his arrest as
well. The BJP national gen-
eral secretary was not avail-
able for comment.

“During the investiga-
tion, it is revealed that there
are reasonable grounds to

question you to ascertain
facts and circumstances
from you, in relation to the
present investigation,” the
police officer said in his no-
tice issued on November 16.

The BJP national general
secretary (organisation) has
been directed not to com-
mit any offence in future
and, no tampering with
the evidences, threaten-
ing, inducing or promis-
ing anyone acquainted
with the fact of the case.

He has also been asked to
appear before the court
and join the investigation
as an when required and
cooperate with the investi-
gation.

Santhosh has also been
restricted from travelling
abroad without prior per-
mission of the SIT.

Interfaith couple’s wedding
reception cancelled

Mumbai, Nov 19 (PTI): 

A reception of a newly
married Hindu-Muslim
couple was cancelled in
Maharashtra’s Vasai town
following opposition from
local organizations in the
wake of Shraddha
Walkar’s murder, police
said on Saturday.

Walkar (27) and her live-
in partner Aaftab
Poonawala who is arrested
for allegedly murdering
her brutally in May this
year hailed from Vasai in
Palghar district near
Mumbai.

A news channel editor
on Friday morning tweet-
ed a picture of the recep-

tion invite and linked it to
the Walkar murder case
using hashtags
`LoveJihad’ and
`ActOfTerrorism’.

The event was to take
place on Sunday evening
at a hall in Vasai West
area, a local police official
told PTI.

After the tweet went
viral, local Hindu and
Muslim organisations in
Vasai called the owner of
the hall and asked him to
cancel the event for the
sake of peace in the area,
the official said.

The families of the cou-
ple on Saturday visited
Manikpur police station
and informed that the
reception had been put
on hold, he said.

The woman, who is
Hindu, is 29 years old

while her husband, a
Muslim, is 32 years old
and both knew each
other for the last 11
years, the official said.

Members of both the
families supported
their relationship and
the couple had a regis-
tered marriage in a
court on November 17.

Around 200 guests
were expected for the
reception on Sunday,
they told police.

There is no so-called
Love Jihad angle to
this case, the official
said.

`Love Jihad’ refers to
allegations by some
right-wing organiza-
tions that there exists a
conspiracy to convert
Hindu women to Islam
by marrying them.

CULTURAL FEST

Artists perform ‘Ghudia Raso Dance’ at a cultural festival organized by ‘Sanskriti Lok Kala Manch’ and ‘Sanskar
Bharti’ in Dehradun, Saturday.

BRIEF

Inscriptions 
 Latur: A stone structure

with inscriptions in
Devanagari and Farsi
has been found in a well
in Sugao in Chakur
tehsil in Maharashtra’s
Latur district, a histori-
an who was part of the
team that spotted it said
on Saturday. The
Devanagari and Farsi
words are in six lines in
the middle of the
Chandrashila sculpture,
and provides informa-
tion of Sugao and
Wadval villages, histori-
an Krishna Gudade said.

Injured
 Udhagamandalam:

Eight persons, includ-
ing three women, sus-
tained injuries in an
explosion at an ord-
nance factory in
Aruvankadu near
Coonoor in Nilgiris
district early on
Saturday, an official
said. All the eight in-
jured persons were im-
mediately taken to
various hospitals by
ambulance after the
explosion happened at
8.20 am in the cordite
section of the unit, the
factory’s Deputy
General Manager T
Sanker said.

Search
 Srinagar: The Jammu

and Kashmir Police on
Saturday conducted
massive searches at 12
locations in connection
with threatening of
journalists by terror
outfit The Resistance
Front, officials said.
The searches were con-
ducted in Srinagar,
Anantnag and Kulgam
districts of the Valley.
The premises where the
searches were conduct-
ed included residences
of several journalists as
well as some suspects,
they said, adding that
some suspects are being
questioned.

Mishap
 Uttarkashi: Five per-

sons, including two
women, were killed
and one sustained se-
rious injuries when
the car in which they
were travelling fell into
a deep gorge near
Brahmakhal in
Uttarkashi district on
Saturday, police said.
The accident occurred
on Dharasu-Yamumotri
national highway
around 11 am when the
vehicle going to Purola
from Uttarkashi fell
into a 400-metre-deep
gorge, killing five on the
spot and leaving a
woman grievously in-
jured, Dharasu SHO
Rituraj said.

Electrocution 
 Deoria: A Class 10 stu-

dent was electrocuted to
death here on Saturday
when he came in con-
tact with a broken high
tension wire on his way
to a coaching class.
Circle Officer Devanand
Bharti said, “One Amit
Kumar (16) was on his
way to coaching class on
Saturday morning
when he accidently
came in contact with a
broken high tension
wire dangling from an
electric pole and electro-
cuted.”

Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot while paying trib-
ute to former prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi on her
birth anniversary at
Shakti Sthal, in New
Delhi, Saturday.

In Walkar’s 
hometown 

In TRS MLAs’
poaching case

39 schools across country awarded 
Asks other states to
adopt best practices



INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE

This photo provided on Nov. 19 by the North Korean government shows what it says a Hwasong-17 intercontinental

ballistic missile before its test firing at Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea. 
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United Nations, Nov 19 (PTI):

France has reaffirmed
its support for India,
Germany, Brazil and
Japan as permanent
members in an expanded
UN Security Council, un-
derlining the need to take
into account the emer-
gence of new powers will-
ing and able to assume
the responsibility of a
permanent presence in
the powerful world body.

“France’s position is
constant and well known.
We want the Council to be
more representative of
today’s world, in a way
that further strengthens
its authority and effec-
tiveness,” Deputy

P e r m a n e n t
Representative of France
to the UN Nathalie
Broadhurst said on
Friday.

She was addressing the
UN General Assembly
plenary meeting on the
‘Question of equitable
representation on and in-
crease in the membership
of the Security Council
and other matters related
to the Security Council’.

“We must indeed take
into account the emer-
gence of new powers that
are willing and able to as-
sume the responsibility of
a permanent presence in
the Security Council,”
Broadhurst said.

Broadhurst said that to

preserve its executive and
operational nature, an en-
larged Council could have
up to 25 members.

“France supports the
candidacy of Germany,
Brazil, India and Japan as
permanent members. We
would also like to see a
stronger presence of
African countries, includ-
ing among the permanent
members. The remaining
seats should be allocated
in order to achieve equi-
table geographical repre-
sentation,” she said.

She added that the
question of the veto is
“eminently sensitive”,
and it is up to the States
requesting the granting of
a permanent seat to deter-

mine themselves.
“In this reflection, the

objective must remain
twofold: on the one hand,
to consolidate the legiti-
macy of the Security
Council; on the other
hand, to strengthen its ca-
pacity to fully assume its
responsibilities in the
maintenance of interna-
tional peace and securi-
ty,” she said.

“It is in this spirit that
France proposed, as early
as 2013, that the five per-
manent members of the
Council voluntarily and
collectively suspend the
use of the veto in case of
mass atrocities. This vol-
untary approach does not
require a revision of the

Charter but a political
commitment by the per-
manent members,” she
added.

The United Kingdom
also voiced support for
India, Germany, Japan
and Brazil to sit as perma-
nent members in an ex-
panded UN Security
Council.

“Our position is well
known. The United
Kingdom has long called
for the expansion of the
Security Council in both
the permanent and non-
permanent categories,”
UK Ambassador Barbara
Woodward said at the
General Assembly debate
on Security Council re-
form Thursday.

France voices support for India, Germany, Brazil,
Japan as permanent UNSC members

Beijing, Nov 19 (AP):

Performances have been
suspended at one of
Beijing’s oldest and most
renowned theaters as part of
a new wave of shop and
restaurant closures in re-
sponse to a spike in COVID-
19 cases in the Chinese capi-
tal. The Jixiang Theater in
the downtown Wangfujing
shopping district was origi-
nally built in 1906 and re-
cently moved to its present
location on the 8th floor of a
shopping mall that also
houses shops and a fast food
restaurant. It is famed for
performances of Peking
opera and other traditional
art forms. Performances
were due to resume Nov. 27,
but such dates for re-opening

have frequently been extend-
ed. China reported 24,263
new cases Saturday, 515 of
them in Beijing. The vast
majority were asympto-
matic. Despite that, lock-
downs and other strict con-
trol measures have been put
in place around the country,
with many Beijing residents
sent notices advising them
not to leave home unless ab-
solutely necessary.

Restaurants, malls and
shops deemed non-essential
have been closed and foot
traffic in those still open was
much reduced. Detection of
a single case or even a close
contact of an infected per-
son can force the closure of
an entire office building or
apartment block. Access to
Beijing’s elite Peking

University was suspended
Wednesday. People who vis-
ited a vegetable market in
the city’s southeast where a
case was found were or-
dered into quarantine in a
hotel at their own expense.
The southern metropolis of
Guangzhou plans to build
quarantine facilities for
nearly 250,000 people.
Guangzhou, a city of 13 mil-
lion people, is the biggest of
a series of hot spots across
China with outbreaks since
early October.

China’s infection num-
bers are low compared with
the United States and other
major countries, but the
ruling Communist Party is
trying to isolate every case
under its “zero-COVID”
policy.

China’s COVID-19 restrictions hit 
historic Beijing theatre

Bangkok, Nov 19 (AP):

Leaders from around
the Asia-Pacific were
wrapping up a summit in
Bangkok, Thailand, with
talks on Saturday on how
to steer the region’s
economies through the
turmoil of war, pan-
demics, and other threats
to peace and stability.

The 21-member Asia-
Pacific Economic
C o o p e r a t i o n ( A P E C )
forum’s long-term mission
is promoting closer eco-
nomic ties, but its sum-
mits often are sidetracked
by other more urgent is-
sues.

Thai Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha
opened Saturday’s meet-
ing by urging the leaders
to push ahead with

APEC’s agenda of pro-
moting free trade in the
Pacific region.

“We have to give priori-
ty to turning this plan
into action,” Prayuth
said. On Friday, APEC

ministers issued a state-
ment condemning
Moscow’s war on Ukraine
and calling for it to fully
withdraw. But it acknowl-
edged differences of opin-
ions among those present,

which included Andrei
Belousov, Russia’s first
deputy prime minister.

The meetings on
Saturday wrap up a flurry
of leaders’ meetings in
Southeast Asian coun-
tries this week. Much of
the activity at such sum-
mits occurs on the side-
lines and in the interludes
before and after meetings
begin.

US Vice President
Kamala Harris and the
leaders of Australia,
Canada, Japan, New
Zealand and South Korea
met separately on Friday
to voice concerns about
North Korea’s launch ear-
lier in the day of an inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile that landed near
Japan’s northern island of
Hokkaido.

Asia-Pacific leaders condemn war,
renew calls for open trade

Bangkok, Nov 19 (AP):

US Vice President
Kamala Harris spoke
briefly with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping on
Saturday in another step
toward keeping lines of
communication open be-
tween the two biggest
economies.

A White House official
said Harris and Xi ex-
changed remarks
Saturday while heading
into a closed-door meeting
at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum’s summit in
Bangkok.

The official said Harris
echoed President Joe
Biden’s comment to Xi at
an meeting between the
two leaders earlier in the
week that China and the
U.S. must keep lines of
communication open to
“responsibly manage the
competition between our
countries.”

The official spoke on
condition of anonymity in
order to be able to speak to
the media.

Relations between
Washington and Beijing
have suffered frictions
over trade and technology,
China’s claims to the sepa-
rately governed island of
Taiwan, the pandemic and
China’s handling of Hong
Kong, human rights and

other issues.
On Friday, Harris

pitched the U.S. as a reli-
able economic partner,
telling a business confer-
ence on APEC’s sidelines,
“The United States is here
to stay.”

Harris told leaders at
the APEC summit that the
U.S. is a “proud Pacific
power” and has a “vital in-
terest in promoting a re-

gion that is open, intercon-
nected, prosperous, secure
and resilient.”

After receiving news
that North Korea had fired
an intercontinental ballis-
tic missile that landed
near Japanese waters,
Harris convened an emer-
gency meeting of the lead-
ers of Japan, South Korea,
Australia, New Zealand
and Canada in which she
slammed the missile test
as a “brazen violation of
multiple U.N. Security res-
olutions.”

“It destabilizes security
in the region and unneces-
sarily raises tensions,” she
said.

“We strongly condemn
these actions and again
call on North Korea to stop
further unlawful, destabi-
lizing acts,” Harris said.
“On behalf of the United
States I reaffirmed our
ironclad commitment to
our Indo-Pacific al-
liances.”

VP Harris has brief encounter with China’s leader Xi

Kathmandu, Nov 19 (PTI):

Nepal will hold nation-
al and provincial elec-
tions on Sunday which
the Nepali Congress-led
ruling coalition is expect-
ed to win but unlikely to
provide much-needed po-
litical stability in the
country sandwiched be-
tween India and China.

More than 17.9 million
people are eligible to vote
in seven provinces across
the Himalayan nation.
The polling will start at 7
am local time and close at
5 pm.

Out of a total of 275
members of the federal
Parliament, 165 will be
elected through direct
voting, while the remain-
ing 110 will be elected
through a proportional
electoral system.

Similarly, out of a total

of 550 members of the
Provincial Assembly, 330
will be elected directly
and 220 will be elected
through the proportional
method. The counting of

the votes will begin soon
after the polling ends but
the final results can take
a few days.

Political observers
closely watching the elec-

tions have predicted a
hung parliament and a
government that is un-
likely to provide the re-
quired political stability
in Nepal. Political insta-
bility has been a recur-
rent feature of Nepal’s
Parliament since the end
of the decade-long Maoist
insurgency, and no prime
minister has served a full
term after the civil war
ended in 2006.

The frequent changes
and fighting among par-
ties have been blamed for
a slow economy.

There are two major
political alliances fight-
ing it out for the
November 20 general
elections - the Nepali
Congress-led democratic
and leftist alliance and
the CPN-UML-led leftist
and pro-Hindu-pro-
monarchy alliance.

The Nepali Congress-
led ruling alliance in-
cludes CPN-Maoist
Centre, CPN-Unified
Socialist, and Madhes-
based Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party while
the CPN-UML-led al-
liance includes pro-
Hindu Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Madhes-based Janata
Samajwadi Party.

Current prime minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba
has formed an electoral
alliance with former
Maoist guerrilla leader
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda against for-
mer premier K P Sharma
Oli. The next government
will face challenges of
keeping a stable political
administration, reviving
the tourism industry and
balancing ties with
neighbours— China and

India.
Over 22,000 polling cen-

tres have been set up for
the November 20 elec-
tions in which 5,907 can-
didates are in the fray.

The Election
Commission of Nepal
has mobilised 276,000
staff for conducting the
election in all 77 districts.
Some 300,000 security
personnel have been de-
ployed to facilitate peace-
ful polling.

Nepal is ready to hold
general elections in a
free, fair and impartial
manner, the election com-
mission said on Friday.

The elections will be
conducted in an environ-
ment better than earlier,
the General Elections
Observation Committee
(GEOC) said on Friday on
the basis of a report on
the pre-election period.

Nepal set for national and provincial elections today
Baghdad, Nov 19 (AP):

Islamic State group mili-
tants attacked an Iraqi
army position in the
northwestern governorate
of Kirkuk early on
Saturday killing four sol-
diers, security sources and
a local government official
said. IS fighters in the dis-
trict of Dibis took the sol-
diers’ weapons and com-
munications gear and left
the scene, security sources
said.

They spoke on condition
of anonymity because
they were not authorised
to give statements to the
media.

It was the first such at-
tack in nearly a year. In
January, Islamic State
gunmen broke into a bar-
racks in the mountainous
al-Azim district outside

the town of Baqouba,
where they killed a guard
and shot dead 11 soldiers
as they slept. Rakan
Saeed al-Jiboury, the gov-
ernor of Kirkuk, told The
Associated Press that the
attack “is a result of neg-
ligence and lack of care
by the security forces.”
He added that the site of
the attack is an area
where authority is divid-
ed between the Iraqi
army and Kurdish pesh-
merga forces “so there is
no coordination, and (IS)
takes advantage of this.”
IS’s territorial control in
Iraq and Syria was
crushed by a years-long
US-backed campaign, but
its fighters continued
with sleeper cells that
have increasingly killed
scores of Iraqis and
Syrians.

IS militants kill 4 Iraqi 
soldiers in northwest

Islamabad, Nov 19 (PTI):

Pakistan is not facing de-
fault risk, the country’s
junior finance minister
has said, amid claims by
former prime minister
Imran Khan that default is
staring the cash-strapped
nation and there is a delay
in formal talks with IMF
on the ninth review of USD
7 billion loan programme.

Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue
Aisha Ghaus Pasha as-
sured the nation on Friday
in the National Assembly
when Mussarat Rafiq
Mahesar of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) put a
direct question to her, “If
Pakistan is going to de-
fault?” Dawn newspaper
reported on Saturday.

There are also reports
about delays in formal
talks with the IMF on the
ninth review of the USD 7

billion loan programme.
“...there is no such possi-

bility. Yes, we were worried
when we took over the gov-
ernment [in April] because
at that time the IMF pro-
gramme was suspended
and the avenues of getting
external finances were
closed for us,” said the min-
ister.

However, she claimed,
the situation had improved
a lot after the government
took some “very difficult
decisions” and revived the
IMF programme.

Pasha said it was a fact
that the country in the past
was unable to borrow
money from other multi-
lateral and bilateral agen-
cies and even the commer-
cial market to finance its
external needs due to the
suspension of the IMF pro-
gramme.

However, she pointed
out that after the success-
ful seventh and eighth re-
views of the IMF pro-
gramme, Pakistan had no
immediate threat of de-
fault. Instead, she claimed,
the country’s exports had
improved, foreign remit-
tances were coming and
foreign direct investment
was getting better.

The minister stated that
Pakistan was now on the
IMF’s track and committed
to its programme.

In response to another
question, Pasha informed
the house that at present

Pakistan’s 50 per cent
economy was estimated to
be undocumented.
However, while quoting
different research studies,
she said the size of
Pakistan’s informal econo-
my was estimated to be
35.6 per cent.

According to the World
Bank, she said, the infor-
mal sector was one-third of
the country’s GDP (Gross
Domestic Product).

She said efforts were
being made to enhance the
size of the formal econo-
my, adding that a well-
structured taxation policy
and effective enforcement
thereof could play an im-
portant role in achieving
this objective. The govern-
ment was making all-out
efforts to bring reforms to
the tax collection system
in a bid to generate maxi-
mum income to create fa-
cilities for taxpayers.

Pak no longer faces default
risk: Aisha Ghaus Pasha

Former television host and Independent Party’s candidate
in Nepal’s general election Rabi Lamichhane (C) gestures
from atop a vehicle as he arrives for a door-to-door in elec-
tion campaign event in Padampur. 

This handout picture taken and released  by the Thai gov-
ernment press office shows China’s President Xi Jinping
(C) and Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-Cha (C-
R) attending a gala diner with other leaders during the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in
Bangkok.
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New Material 
New Hope

Scientists have discovered a
novel material called
"Conductive Play-Doh" that
goes against conventional wis-
dom and paves the way for
new designs in the field of
electronics.They have created
a this new type of material
that can be made to look like
plastic but conduct electricity
like metal, breaking all known
rules of electrical conduction
and paving the way for a novel
material that can even could
change the way electronics are
manufactured. A team of sci-
entists from the University of
Chicago has recently created
this material that still con-
ducts electricity despite the
presence of messy molecular
fragments.Typically, conduc-
tive metals such as copper,
gold, or aluminum, or organic
materials synthesized for this
purpose, consist of closely
aligned rows of atoms or mole-
cules that allow electrons to
move easily.The scientists say
that the new material, ignited
that theory with a material
with a disordered structure
that still conducts ions, paving
the way for a whole new direc-
tion for materials that conduct
electricity. According to the
them, this opens the way in
principle to design a whole
new type of material that is
conductive, easy to shape and
very durable in everyday con-
ditions.The finding represents
a new design principle for the
evolution of electronic tech-
nology, including its handling
options. For example, conven-
tional metals often need to be
melted to be formed into the
right shape for a processor or
device, which limits what can
be made of them because of
presence of other components
must also have the same heat
resistance. However, this new
material does not have this
limitation because it can be
fabricated at room tempera-
ture.Therefore it is environ-
mental friendly.Also because
of its stability, one can use it
for requirements where the
device or its components must
withstand heat, acid or alkali,
or even humidity.The team is
however currently exploring
the further different forms and
functions the material can
have, such as 2D, 3D or porosi-
ty, which can potentially
change its function.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,
Karnataka

Collegium system
If the Collegium system is
without corruption, why the
same has not been justified
in selections for all other
services in the country,
including IAS, PCS, military
personnel, engineers, doc-
tors etc? Pending court cases
have increased from 3 to 4
crores in the past 10 years.
There is never any advertise-
ment for judiciary depart-
ments in the media for the
lowest to the highest posts.
The judiciary has not become
independent for the public
despite 75 years of India’s
Independence.

AAsshhookk  KKuummaarr  GGooeell,,
PPaanncchhkkuullaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Workers push a tank to be used to make temporary bridge over Ganges river for the upcoming month-long annual Magh Mela,
in Prayagraj, Saturday, Nov. 19.

MAGH MELA FESTIVAL

India's Long-Term Low Carbon Development Strategy by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)  has laid down the
roadmap for the country's development while simultaneously pursuing
the declared goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. The
north-eastern region bridging development gaps with advanced regions
at a faster pace will be crucial for the country to stay the course. Some
of the key features of the strategy document include the transition from
fossil fuel in a just, smooth and sustainable manner, increased use of
biofuels, ethanol blending in petrol, sustainable and climate-resilient
urban development and improved energy efficiency. The approach out-
lined in the pathway to low carbon transition emphasizes that India has
contributed little to global warming, its historical contribution to cumu-
lative global greenhouse gas emissions being minuscule. Despite having
a share of 17% of the world's population, it has significant energy needs
for development, and it is committed to pursuing low-carbon strategies
for development and is actively pursuing them, as per national circum-
stances the country needs to build climate resilience. The drive to
increase electric vehicle penetration, increased the use of green hydro-
gen fuel and ensure ethanol blending to reach 20% by 2050 and a strong
modal shift to public transport for passenger and freight are expected
to drive the low carbon development of the transport sector as envis-
aged in the strategy are prudent approach but mobilising resources to
meet the deadlines will be a huge challenge. It estimates that 20%
ethanol blending in petrol will result in yearly savings of about Rs 30,000
crore which can be utilized for electric mobility and enhancing renew-
able energy generation. The Northeast getting a higher share of the
resources will be critical to ensure that the region is not left behind in
the transition towards a low-carbon development regime. Inland water
transport is a low-carbon and energy-efficient transport mode, faster
development of underutilized waterways along the Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers as well as their tributaries can accelerate the pace of devel-
opment in the region in conformity with the strategy. The document
highlights that given India's current growth and transport sector trends,
the on-road freight segment is likely to be a significant driver of trans-
port emissions in the long term in a business-as-usual scenario. Indian
Railways becoming a net-zero carbon emitter by 2030 which will lead to
reducing 60 million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually will be a crucial
deadline. India's road transport sector accounts for about 87% of pas-
senger traffic and 60% of freight. The operative cost of waterways is
30% less than roadways and 60% less than railways, inland water trans-
port is more sustainable but India's share of waterway cargo transport
being only 2%, there is ample scope for harnessing the waterways for
low-carbon and energy-efficient development in the transport sector.
Road transport has been pushed in the region through the construction
of highways while railway expansion has not achieved the desired pace.
This, however, brings an opportunity to prioritise the development of
waterways in transport development to meet strategic goals. The ini-
tiatives, for the region, however, need to be on a much larger scale and
beyond experimental cruise services which entail huge investment for
making the waterways navigable around the year, dovetailing improve-
ment in waterways with multimodal logistics. The strategy harps on the
need for future urban development to be driven by smart city initiatives,
and integrated planning of cities but the poor performance of states in
the region compared to states in another region in implementing smart
city projects points towards the widening gap. Proper and scientific
solid and liquid waste management play a crucial role in reducing
greenhouse gas emission and converting waste to energy but mounting
heaps of untreated garbage in landfills in Guwahati and other cities as
well as various towns in the region present the real challenges that need
to be overcome to implement India's low-term carbon development
strategy. With 23.75% of the total forest cover of the country, the north-
east region is a huge carbon sink and therefore, conservation of forest
resources in the region will help the states to seek more shares of the
resources allocated for low-carbon development needs of the country.
This also brings the development planning for the region into the cen-
tre stage of policy discourse and raises a larger debate about balancing
investment for infrastructure projects with forest conservation and the
livelihoods of people. Improving connectivity in the landlocked region is
central to faster development but connectivity projects must not lead to
massive diversion of forest in the region so that advantage it enjoys by
playing a crucial role in climate change mitigation is not lost. According
to the strategy document, India has pledged a commitment of 2.5 to 3
billion tonnes of additional carbon sequestration in forest and tree cover
by 2030 which explains the role cut out for the region with less than 50
years of the window of opportunities kept open. MM embers currently

account for approxi-
mately 80% of the world's GDP,
75% of global trade, and 60% of
the global population. The
Presidency, assisted by the
countries holding the
Presidency before and after it
(the Troika), is responsible for
setting the agenda for each
year's summit. Next year the
"troika" of the G-20 will consist
of emerging economies for the
first time with India, Indonesia,

and Brazil. The motto of the
Bali G-20 summit is Rise
Together, Rise Strong.

While the focus will be on
post-pandemic recovery and
dealing with energy and food
security affected by the
Russian war in Ukraine, much
interest will be on which side
the leaders choose to hold the
bilateral summit. The leaders
will join the discussion in three
sessions: on food and energy
security, the health partnership

for global infrastructure and
investment, and digital trans-
formation. India will focus on
the Global South and geopoliti-
cal tensions, and problems
caused by food and fuel short-
ages.

An attempt will be made to
build a global consensus on
issues that divide the world. A
series of bilateral talks will take
place against the backdrop of
ongoing tensions around the
world, including the invasion of
Ukraine and the ensuing eco-
nomic and environmental con-
sequences, the climate crisis,
North Korea's nuclear program,
and China's rising global aspi-
rations. A wide range of con-
temporary burning topics will
be discussed, including the
state of the world economy,
and issues related to energy,
environment, agriculture,
health, and digital transforma-
tion.

G-20: Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, South Korea,
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, UK, USA,
and US The European Union
(EU) is to include a purpose,
vision and mission statement, a
permanent secretariat and
staff to monitor commitments
and ensure continuity in the
agenda. The G-20 can focus on
domestic commitments instead
of international commitments
and start implementing them.
The joint statement included

India's message to Russia:
"Today's era should not be one
of war". helped bridge the gap.
India is hosting an international
summit of this scale (from
September 9 and 10, 2023 in
New Delhi) for the first time.

India's chairmanship will be
inclusive, ambitious, decisive,
and action-oriented, as reflect-
ed by India's G20 chairmanship
theme "One Earth, One Family,
One Future".

World's two most powerful
economies - US and China
meeting: At a time when rela-
tions between their countries
have become strained, their
meeting is being seen as a
growing step towards rebuild-
ing fractured ties. The division
between Russia and the West
especially after news of a
"Russian-made" missile land-
ing in Poland - a NATO member
country.

The G-20 presidency is an
opportunity for India to assume
leadership of the Global South.
Building a global consensus on
reforming multilateral organi-
zations such as the United
Nations was the first step
towards a new world order for
the post-Covid era. The G20 has
gained increased relevance in a
world facing challenges such as
climate change, the COVID-19
pandemic, and the war in
Ukraine.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa    RReesseeaarrcchh
SScchhoollaarr  iinn  PPoolliittiiccaall

SScciieennccee,,PPooeetteessss,,  ffrreeeellaannccee
jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVaappaakkoommmmaa

It is widely known that there are roughly 50 million people world-
wide who have been diagnosed with epilepsy. It ranks as the fourth
most common neurological condition, after Alzheimer's, migraines,
and strokes.More importantly, an estimated 12 million patients live
in India. And nearly 60% of Persons with Epilepsy (PWE) have the
onset of the disease in their childhood. The good news is that
epilepsy is easily manageable if it is properly diagnosed and treat-
ed, thus research and public awareness are essential. Despite the
fact that epilepsy is treatable, three-quarters of individuals affect-
ed in developing countries do not receive the required care. There
are over 10 million epileptic seizures in India each year.
International Epilepsy Day is a special event which promotes
awareness of epilepsy in more than 130 countries each year. Since
1969, the Epilepsy Foundation has recognized November as
National Epilepsy Awareness Month (NEAM). National Epilepsy
Awareness Month and National Epilepsy Day (November 17)are
commemorated each November to increase public awareness on
the causes and symptoms of epilepsy. According to the Epilepsy
Foundation, 1 in 10 people will experience a seizure at some point
in their lives, and 1 in 26 people will be diagnosed with epilepsy.
Epilepsy, one of the most common neurological disorders, results in
aberrant brain activity, which can occasionally result in coma or
convulsions or bursts of bizarre behavior or emotions. Seizures are
one of the symptoms of epilepsy, however not all seizures are the
same. Epilepsy patients frequently experience different kinds of
seizures. Even though seizures are the most typical epilepsy symp-
tom, people of all ages and genders might experience additional
symptoms in addition to seizures. It is regarded as a spectrum con-
dition because each individual's manifestations vary. Every age
group has different issues and worries, and the condition can
impact anyone at any time. A wearable medical device that can give
an early warning of an epileptic seizure has been developed recent-
ly. Modern medicine has all the tools to diagnose, treat and cure
epilepsy, but there should be no space for the stigma long attached
to the ailment as well.  Epilepsy Awareness Day contributes greatly
to the enlightenment of people around the world. November is a
great time to learn more about this neurological condition, as it is
epilepsy awareness month.

DESTIGMATIZE EPILEPSY

G20 for India: An opportunity
to lead the Global South

Low carbon 
development strategy

S
cientists have developed
artificial enzymes pro-

grammed to target the genet-
ic code of SARS-CoV-2 and
destroy the virus, an advance
that may lead to a new gener-
ation of antiviral drugs for
COVID-19 and its variants.

Enzymes are naturally oc-
curring biological catalysts,
which enable the chemical
transformations required for
our bodies to function -- from
translating the genetic code
into proteins to digesting
food.

Although most enzymes
are proteins, some of these
crucial reactions are catal-
ysed by RNA, a chemical
cousin of DNA, our genetic
material, which can fold into
enzymes known as ri-
bozymes.

Some classes of ribozyme
are able to target specific se-
quences in other RNA mole-

cules and cut them precisely.
In 2014, Alex Taylor and

colleagues from the
University of Cambridge,
UK, discovered that artificial
genetic material known as
XNA -- in other words, syn-
thetic chemical alternatives
to RNA and DNA not found
in nature -- could be used to
create the world's first fully-
artificial enzymes, named
XNAzymes.

These artificial enzymes
can cut long, complex RNA
molecules and are so precise
that if the target sequence
differs by just a single nu-
cleotide -- the basic structur-
al unit of RNA -- they will
recognise not to cut it.

This means they can be
programmed to attack mu-
tated RNAs involved in can-
cer or other diseases, leaving
normal RNA molecules well
alone, the researchers said.

The study, published in the
journal Nature
Communications, demon-
strated the use of this tech-
nology to successfully 'kill'
live SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Creating new XNAzymes
can be done in far less time
than it normally takes to de-
velop antiviral drugs, accord-
ing to the researchers.

Taylor teamed up with
Nicholas Matheson to show
that these XNAzymes were
active against live SARS-
CoV-2 virus. "It's really en-
couraging that for the first
time and this has been a big
goal of the field we actually
have them working as en-
zymes inside cells, and in-
hibiting replication of live
virus," said Pehuen Pereyra
Gerber, who performed the
experiments on SARS-CoV-2
in Matheson's lab. "What
we've shown is proof of prin-

ciple, and it's still early
days," added Matheson.

Taylor checked the target
viral sequences against data-
bases of human RNAs to en-
sure they were not present in
our own RNA. Because the
XNAzymes are highly specif-
ic, this should in theory pre-
vent some of the 'off-target'
side-effects that similar, less
accurate molecular thera-
peutics may cause, such as
liver toxicity, the researchers
said.

SARS-CoV-2 has the ability
to evolve and change its ge-
netic code, leading to new
variants against which vac-
cines are less effective.

To counter this problem,
Taylor not only targeted re-
gions of the viral RNA that
mutate less frequently, but
also designed three of the
XNAzymes to self-assemble
into a 'nanostructure' that

cuts different parts of the
virus genome. "We're target-
ing multiple sequences, so
for the virus to evade the
therapy it would have to mu-
tate at several sites at once,"
he said.

"In principle, you could
combine lots of these
XNAzymes together into a
cocktail. But even if a new
variant does appear that is
capable of getting round
this, because we already
have the catalytic core, we
can rapidly make new en-
zymes to keep ahead of it,"
Taylor added.

XNAzymes could poten-
tially be administered as
drugs to protect people ex-
posed to COVID-19, to pre-
vent the virus taking hold, or
to treat patients with infec-
tion, helping rid the body of
the virus, the researchers
said.

Novel artificial enzymes could help ‘kill’ Covid virus

PRIYANKA SAURABH

The G-20 presidency is an opportunity for India

to assume leadership of the Global South.

Building a global consensus on reforming mul-

tilateral organizations such as the United

Nations was the first step towards a new world

order for the post-Covid era. The G20 has

gained increased relevance in a world facing

challenges such as climate change, the COVID-

19 pandemic, and the war in Ukraine. India's

chairmanship will be inclusive, ambitious, de-

cisive, and action-oriented, as reflected by

India's G20 chairmanship theme "One Earth,

One Family, One Future".
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Budget meetings 

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will kick-
start the customary
pre-budget meetings
beginning Monday
with a special focus on
issues concerning cli-
mate change and in-
frastructure. The min-
ister would hold virtu-
al meetings on
November 21 in three
groups with industry
chambers, infrastruc-
ture sector and envi-
ronment experts seek-
ing suggestions for the
2023-24 Budget mak-
ing from stakeholders.
On November 22,
Sitharaman would
meet agriculture and
agro processing in-
dustry, representa-
tives from financial
sector and capital
markets. She will also
be meeting the repre-
sentatives of services
sector and trade bod-
ies, besides experts
from social sector, in-
cluding health, educa-
tion, water and sanita-
tion, on November 24.

Retail outlets
Mumbai: Blue Dart
said it has set up 25 re-
tail outlets in Tier-I
and Tier-II towns as
part of its expansion
roadmap. Besides
these 25 retails outlets,
the company plans to
establish 100 similar
facilities. These stores
have opened in
Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Punjab, West Bengal,
Odisha, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa,
and Gujarat, Blue
Dart said in a state-
ment. The company
said it now serves over
55,400 locations.

Resignation
New Delhi: Online
food delivery platform
Zomato on Friday said
its Co-founder Mohit
Gupta has resigned
from his post. Gupta,
who had joined
Zomato four-and-a-half
year back, was elevat-
ed to co-founder in 2020
from the position of
CEO of its food deliv-
ery business. In a mes-
sage sent to the Zomato
which was shared on
the BSE by the compa-
ny, Gupta said he is "de-
ciding to move on from
Zomato to seek the
other unknown adven-
tures that life holds for
me". Zomato said
Gupta was not desig-
nated as key manageri-
al personnel under the
Companies Act, 2013
and the listing regula-
tions, while making
the voluntary disclo-
sure of his resignation.

Flight service
Mumbai: Domestic
carrier Akasa Air an-
nounced its plans to
launch services to
Visakhapatnam from
Bengaluru, starting
December 10, which
will be the airline's
10th destination since
its launch in August
this year. The city-
based airline recently
announced connect-
ing Pune and
Bengaluru with dou-
ble daily flights from
November 26 and a
third frequency on the
route from December
10. Witnessing a rise
in demand, the airline
is further augmenting
connectivity between
Bengaluru and
Ahmedabad by adding
a third frequency
starting December 17,
Akasa said.

Hyderabad, Nov 19:  

The war in Europe
brought with it new chal-
lenges, just when the econ-
omy was about to nor-
malise fully despite the
third wave of the COVID-
19 pandemic and suddenly,
the world encountered a
severe food and energy cri-
sis, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Saturday.
Delivering the inaugural
address at the annual re-
search conference of the
Department of Economic
and Policy Research of
RBI here, Das said the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis
created an opportunity to
explore and harness the
power of big data and
strengthen direct feedback
mechanisms while work-
ing from home.

He further said the pan-
demic also posed new re-

search issues and analyti-
cal challenges for policy-
making as it caused a de-
mand shock or a supply
shock, the size and nature
of policy stimulus re-
quired, and their effective-
ness, among others. The
RBI Governor said the
first major challenge was
data collection during the
first wave of the pandemic
and the associated statisti-
cal break in data. During
the second wave which
was more lethal, collecting
information on sector

level stress became even
more important for de-
signing targeted policy in-
terventions.

"The war in Europe
brought with it new chal-
lenges, just when the econ-
omy was about to nor-
malise fully despite the
third wave of the pandem-
ic. Suddenly, the world en-
countered a severe food
crisis and an energy crisis.
A new risk emerged in the
form of fragmentation of
the global economy driven
by fast changing geopoliti-
cal considerations, that
brought to the fore the
need for reducing depend-
ence on any single source
for critical supplies," Das
said.

Commodity prices sky-
rocketed and supply
chains knotted further.
These factors led to globali-
sation of inflation and poli-
cy makers were presented

with a new set of research
issues understanding the
magnitude and likely per-
sistence of these shocks,
the transmission channels
of these shocks and the ef-
fectiveness of alternative
policy tools, the regulator
said. As countries took re-
course to trade policy
measures (tariff and non-
tariff) and fiscal measures
(price freeze, tax cuts and
subsidies to the vulnera-
ble), the suitability of such
measures in the Indian
context also required fo-
cussed research attention,
he added.

According to him,
since March 2020, three
major shocks the COVID-
19 pandemic, war in
Europe and the aggressive
tightening of monetary
policy across countries
have posed very different
set of challenges for eco-
nomic research, he said.

With war in Europe, world 
encounters food, energy crisis: Das New Delhi, Nov 19:  

The government has
cut the export duty on
steel products and iron
ore with effect from
Saturday in order to pro-
vide a fillip to the domes-
tic steel industry and
boost exports. Besides,
import duty on an-
thracite, coking coal and
ferronickel -- used as raw
material in the steel in-
dustry -- has been hiked,
as per a finance ministry
notification issued late on
Friday. The export duty
concessions and import
tax have been restored
after a gap of six months.
In May, the tariffs were
tweaked in the wake of a
sharp and steady rise in
prices of steel and in
order to augment the
availability both of fin-
ished steel as well as raw
materials required for
steel manufacture.

With effect from
Saturday, exports of speci-

fied pig iron and steel
products as well as iron
ore pellets will attract 'nil'
export duty. Also, export
duty on outward ship-
ment of iron ore lumps
and fines with less than 58
per cent iron content will
be 'nil'. In the case of iron
ore lumps and fines with
more than 58 per cent
iron, the rate of duty will
be 30 per cent. As per the
notification, import duty
on anthracite/PCI, coking
coal and ferronickel has
been hiked to 2.5 per cent,
while for coke and semi-
coke it has been raised to
5 per cent, from 'nil' earli-
er. The duty cut follows a
meeting of Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia with
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman ear-
lier this week. The meet-
ing was attended by
Revenue Secretary desig-
nate Sanjay Malhotra,
among other senior offi-
cials. The finance min-
istry had in May hiked the

export duty on pig iron
and steel products to 15
per cent from 'nil', a move
which was intended to
discourage exports and
increase domestic avail-
ability to help lower
prices. The tax on export
of iron ores and concen-
trates was hiked to 50 per
cent from 30 per cent,
while on iron pellets a 45
per cent duty was im-
posed. Steel industry has
been demanding a roll-
back of the duties, saying
local demand was not suf-
ficient for domestic pro-
duction. In a statement,
the finance ministry said,
"The current measures
will provide a fillip to the
domestic steel industry
and boost exports."
Engineering Export
Promotion Council
(EEPC) said in the last
few months in terms of
volume, exports of major
stainless steel and alloy
steel items have shown a
declining trend.

Export duty on steel, iron ore cut; tax
on some raw material imports hiked

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

Air India will be intro-
ducing premium economy
class in some of its long
haul international flights
next month, its chief
Campbell Wilson said on
Saturday as the Tata
group-owned airline works
on ways to expand its mar-
ket share as well as the
global network. In his
speech at an event by the
JRD Tata Memorial Trust
here, Wilson said the air-
line will increase its mar-
ket share to at least 30 per
cent in domestic and inter-
national routes. The airline
is implementing a long-
term revival plan and over
the next five years, it aims
to grow its wide-body and
narrow-body fleet as well
as expand the global net-
work. "The short-term ac-
tions have been to replace
carpets, curtains, seat

cushions and covers. To fix
defective seats and inflight
entertainment systems as
fast as supply chains will
allow. And where parts are
no longer available in the
market, to work with the
likes of Tata Technologies
to design and manufacture
parts ourselves. "We've re-
cently completely re-
vamped the domestic in-
flight menu, and will be
doing likewise, as well as
launching premium econo-
my on certain long haul in-
ternational flights next
month," the Air India CEO

and MD said. According to
Wilson, the airline has re-
stored nearly 20 aircraft
that had been grounded for
years due to lack of parts
and money. Leaving aside
cabin interiors, this has re-
quired procuring over
30,000 parts that had been
cannibalised over the years
to keep other aircraft fly-
ing, he added. In addition
to restoring long-grounded
aircraft, he said the airline
has finalised leases for 30
additional aircraft being
delivered over the next 12
months, starting next
week, with more in the
final stages of negotiation.
"Beyond these short-term
additions, we are in deep
discussion with Boeing,
Airbus and engine manu-
facturers for a historic
order of the latest-genera-
tion aircraft that will
power Air India's medium
and long-term growth.

Air India to introduce premium economy
class: CEO & MD Campbell Wilson

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

Asia's richest man
Gautam Adani on
Saturday said India,
which took 58 years to be-
come a trillion dollar
economy, will add an
equivalent sum to GDP
every 12-18 months and
will be the world's second
largest economy by 2050.
Speaking at the 21st
World Congress of
Accountants here, he
said back-to-back global
crises have challenged
several assumptions, in-
cluding that China
should adopt western
democratic principles,
secular principles are
universal, the EU would
stay together, and that

Russia would be forced to
accept a reduced interna-
tional role. "This multi-
level crisis has shattered
the myth of a unipolar or
a bipolar world of super-
powers that could step in
and stabilize global envi-
ronments," he said. "In
my view - in this emerg-
ing multipolar world - su-
perpowers will need to be
those that take responsi-
bility to step in and help
others in a crisis and not
bully other nations into
submission, those that
keep humanity as their

foremost operating prin-
ciple." A superpower, he
said, must also be a thriv-
ing democracy and yet
believe that "there is no
one uniform style of
democracy." "The style of
capitalism that drives
growth for the sake of
growth and ignores the
social fabric of a society,
is rightfully facing its
greatest pushback ever,"
he said. Adani, 60, said
the foundations of India's
increasing economy
might have become rele-
vant and a majority gov-
ernment has given the
nation the ability to initi-
ate several structural re-
forms in the political and
administrative system.

"It took us 58 years to
get to our first trillion
dollars of GDP, 12 years
to get to the next trillion
and just five years for the
third trillion.

India to be world’s 2nd largest
economy by 2050: Gautam Adani
̈ To add a trillion

dollar to GDP every
12-18 months

Steel industry 
welcomes duty cut

on steel exports
New Delhi, Nov 19: 

The government's decision to
remove export duty on steel
items will boost demand for
steel, industry members said on
Saturday. The government has
cut the export duty on steel
products and iron ore with
effect from November 19, 2022 -
- six months after imposition of
the levy on May 21. As per a
finance ministry notification
issued late night on Friday,
exports of specified pig iron and
steel products as well as iron ore
pellets will attract 'nil' export
duty. "It will be a big sentimen-
tal booster to revive domestic
steel demand, particularly when
the global steel demand is on a
steep decline," Seshagiri Rao,
Joint MD, JSW Steel & Group
CFO said. Alok Sahay, Secretary-
General, Indian Steel
Association (ISA) said the deci-
sion, immediately when the
inflation numbers came to a rea-
sonable level, shows the concern
of the government towards the
common man and the industry. 

Mumbai, Nov 19: 

India's foreign exchange
reserves soared by USD
14.72 billion to reach USD
544.72 billion for the week
to November 11, making it
the steepest accretion since
August 2021. However, the
reserves have fallen by over
USD 110 billion since March
as the RBI has been prop-
ping up the rupee amid
global volatility. According
to the latest weekly data
from the Reserve Bank, the
forex kitty swelled by USD
14.72 billion to USD 544.72
billion for the week to
November 11. The reserves
were at USD 529.99 billion
as of November 4. Of the

total addition, the value of
foreign currency assets,
which is the largest compo-
nent of the reserves, rose by
USD 11.8 billion to USD
482.53 billion for the report-
ing week. Foreign currency
assets consist of the effect of
appreciation or depreciation
of non-US currencies like the
euro, pound, and the yen held
in the foreign exchange
reserves. Gold reserves
increased by USD 2.64 billion
to USD 39.70 billion. In the
week to October 21, the
reserves had fallen by USD
117.93 billion to USD 524.52
billion. The reserves had
climbed by USD 16.7 billion in
the week to August 27, 2021,
but the addition included USD
12.6 billion of one-time
COVID restructuring support
from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

New Delhi, Nov 19: 

Retail inflation for farm
and rural workers eased
marginally to 7.22 per cent
and 7.34 per cent, respec-
tively, in October compared
to September 2022, mainly
due to lower prices of cer-
tain food items. "Point to
point rate of inflation
based on the CPI-AL (con-
sumer price index-agricul-
tural labour) and CPI-RL
(rural labour) stood at 7.22
per cent & 7.34 per cent in
October 2022 compared to
7.69 per cent & 7.90 per cent
respectively in September
2022 and 2.76 per cent and
3.12 per cent respectively
during the corresponding
month of the previous
year," a labour ministry
statement said. Food infla-
tion stood at 7.05 per cent
and 7 per cent in October

2022 compared to 7.47 per
cent & 7.52 per cent respec-
tively in September 2022
and 0.39 per cent & 0.59 per
cent respectively during
the corresponding month
of the previous year. The
All-India Consumer Price
Index Number for
Agricultural Labourers
and Rural Labourers for
the month of October 2022
increased by 10 points and
9 points to stand at 1159
points and 1170 points re-
spectively.

The CPI-AL was at 1,149
points in September 2022,
while CPI-RL was at 1,161
points. The major contri-
bution towards the rise in
general index of
Agricultural Labourers
and Rural Labourers came
from food group to the ex-
tent of 9.15 & 8.35 points re-
spectively mainly due to in-

crease in prices of rice,
wheat-atta, jowar, ragi,
pulses, milk, ghee, fish
fresh/dry, poultry, onion,
chillies dry, mixed spices,
vegetables & fruits, gur, etc.
The rise in index varied
from state to state.

In case of Agricultural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 16 points
in 20 states. Tamil Nadu
with 1337 points topped
the index table whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
913 points stood at the bot-
tom. In case of Rural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 15 points
in 19 states while it re-
mained unchanged for
Kerala state. Tamil Nadu
with 1325 points topped
the index table whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
962 points stood at the bot-
tom.

Frankfurt, Nov 19: 

European Central
Bank President
Christine Lagarde
warned  that the bank
may have to raise in-
terest rates beyond
merely withdrawing
stimulus and into ter-
ritory that could restrain
growth as the bank fights to
control record inflation in
the 19 countries that use the
euro. "We expect to raise
rates further, and with-
drawing accommodation
may not be enough,"
Lagarde said in a speech at
a banking forum in
Frankfurt, Germany. She
said the bank intended to
bring inflation down "in a
timely manner" and that
"how far we need to go, and
how fast, will be deter-

mined by the inflation out-
look." The ECB has
raised rates at the
fastest pace in its his-
tory to combat infla-
tion that hit 10.7 per
cent in the eurozone
in October, the high-
est since statistics
started being kept in

1997 and far above the
bank's goal of 2 per cent.
Inflation has been fed by
high natural gas prices
caused by Russia's cutbacks
in gas supply during the
war in Ukraine and by bot-
tlenecks in supplies of
parts and raw materials as
demand rebounds from re-
strictions imposed during
the coronavirus pandemic.
In response, the central
bank has lifted its bench-
marks by two full percent-
age points since July.

WORLD CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTANTS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with outgoing IFAC President Alan Johnson during the inauguration of the

21st World Congress of Accountants, at Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai.

Forex kitty swells by USD
14.72 bn to USD 544.72 bn
̈ Steepest accretion

since Aug 2021

Lagarde warns ECB may do more
to rates than remove stimulus

Retail inflation for farm, rural eased
marginally to 7.22pc, 7.34pc in October

Bengaluru, Nov 19: 

India's deep tech startups
need higher seed
and early stage fund-
ing to grow faster as
only 11 per cent of
technology-related
funds reach this
ecosystem as of now,
N a t i o n a l
Association of
Software and
Services Companies (NASS-
COM) president Debjani
Ghosh said on Friday.

Deep tech or deep tech-
nology startups are enter-
prises that work in the area
of emerging technologies
like artificial intelligence
(AI), robotics, quantum,
blockchain, Internet of
Things (IoT), drones and
augmented reality (AR).

Speaking at a workshop on
'Startups and
Entrepreneurship: Vision

India@2047', organ-
ised by the
Department for
Promotion of
Industry and
Internal Trade
(DPIIT) under the
Ministry of
Commerce, Ghosh
pointed out that of

the total 25,000-plus tech
startups in the country, only
3,000 are related to deep tech
that account for only 12 per
cent. India has some excel-
lent deep tech startups
working across the entire
range of emerging tech-
nologies, but only 11 per
cent of total technology-re-
lated funding is going to
deep tech, she said.

Only 11 pc tech investment
in deep tech startups, need

higher seed funding: Debjani
Mumbai, Nov 19: 

India's economic growth
is likely to be in the range of
6.1 to 6.3 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter, helping the
country achieve 7 per cent
growth rate in the current
fiscal, said an article pub-
lished in the Reserve Bank's
bulletin released on Friday.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO) will be releas-
ing the growth estimates of
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for the July-
September quarter on
November 30. The article
titled 'State of the
Economy', written by a
team led by RBI Deputy
Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra, also said
recent global developments
have thrown up both risks

and opportunities. The
macroeconomic outlook
can best be characterised
as resilient but sensitive to
formidable global head-
winds, it noted. Based on
high frequency indicators,
the authors said their 'now-
casting' and full informa-
tion models peg real GDP
growth in second quarter
of 2022-23 between 6.1 and
6.3 per cent.

"If this is realised, India
is on course for a growth
rate of about 7 per cent in
2022-23. In Q3, supply re-
sponses in the economy are
gaining strength," it added.
The central bank, however,
said the opinions ex-
pressed in the article are
those of the authors and do
not represent the views of
the Reserve Bank of India.

Q2 GDP growth 
estimated at between

6.1 and 6.3 pc: RBI article

B
ollywood actress
Yami Gautam
Dhar's investigative

drama thriller movie 'Lost'
will have its special
screening at the soon to be
held 53rd edition of the
International film Festival
of India.

IFFI shared the infor-
mation about the film's
screening via Twitter.
They shared a video
of the actress in
which she can be
heard saying:
"Greetings! I know
all of you are very
excited for my
film 'Lost'. I'm ea-
gerly waiting to
meet everyone
at the Asian
premiere of

'Lost' organ-
ised by IFFI.

Let's meet on
November 23."
The film, di-

rected by
Aniruddha Roy

Chowdhury of 'Pink'
fame, will be screened
at 6 p.m, IST on
November 23 at

INOX Panjim.
Yami will be seen

playing a crime re-
porter in the film
which also stars
Pankaj Kapur, Rahul

Khanna, Neil
B h o o p a l a m ,
Tushar Pandey
and Pia Bajpai.

ACROSS

1. Seafood choice

5. Zealous

10. Thick piece

14. Highway section

15. Tent post

16. Fork prong

17. Blade part

18. Ellen DeGeneres, e.g.

20. Pilot's craft

22. Like honey

23. Plaything

24. Perform surgery

27. Passed effortlessly

28. Naps

33. Cowboy show

36. Compete

37. Become weary

38. Mimics

39. Asparagus unit

41. Guinness of "Star Wars"

42. Short note

43. Tint

44. Terrific

45. Fragment

47. Insult

49. Porridge

51. Lakers' league (abbr.)

54. Nimble

58. Volcano outburst

60. Newt, e.g.

63. Cattle group

64. Friend

65. Keaton or Sawyer

66. Skin woe

67. Free ticket

68. Actress ____ Burstyn

69. Golfers' pegs

DOWN

1. Shoe spike

2. CB ____

3. Furious

4. Horn's sound

5. Get free

6. Made amends

7. Player

8. Get by

9. Apple color

10. Hearty soup

11. Fishing string

12. English princess

13. Sugar source

19. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

21. Daft

25. India's continent

26. Layer

27. Fable writer

29. Beatle Ringo ____

30. Floor piece
31. District
32. Faction
33. Male sheep
34. Honest
35. ____ Moore of "A Few Good Men"
36. Victory letter
39. Mets' old stadium
40. Golf stroke
44. Guzzle
46. Ode
47. Tranquil
48. Ralph ____ of fashion
50. Hero's award
51. Brother's daughter
52. Supported
53. Peruvian range
54. Urgent acronym
55. Festive occasion
56. Misfortunes
57. Deposits
59. Not this
61. Lemon drink
62. Zero
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S
ony Entertainment
Television's knowl-
e d g e - b a s e d

gameshow 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati-Season 14' will
be welcoming 42 year old
Prakash Jaisingh from
Kolkata, West Bengal on
the hotseat on 21st
November, Monday.
Along with a great game-
play with Mr Amitabh
Bachchan, the contestant
will also be indulging in
some brilliant conversa-
tions with the host, talk-
ing about his life in
Kolkata amongst other
things. An interesting
tete-a-tete with Prakash
will also entail an inter-
esting trivia revealed by
Mr Bachchan that would
surprise the audience.

The episode would
commence with a mono-
logue by Mr Bachchan in
which he would wish

everyone a very happy
World TV Day. According
to a source close to set,
Big B would be talking
about clappers and clap-
per boys after Prakash
Jaisingh would answer a
question regarding the
object used before com-
mencing movies. Quoting

the host, the source said,
"Big B begins the conver-
sation by talking about
the workings of a clapper
and how it comes handy
on the editing table of a
film and how it synchro-
nises the visuals of a
movie. Mr Bachchan also
spoke about the contents

written on a clapper, like
the film's name, the direc-
tor's name, the number of
takes happening in a
scene and more. In the
end, revealing an inter-
esting trivia about clap-
pers, he said that many
veterans of the Indian
film industry, they began
in movies by being clap-
per boys. The whole day,
they would be assistants
to the movie makers and
their job entailed being a
clapper boy. He surprised
everyone when he re-
vealed that Raj Kapoor
saab was a clapper board
boy."

Tune in to watch
Prakash Jaisingh on the
hotseat on 21st
November, Monday on
'Kaun Banega Crorepati-
14' at 9 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Amitabh reveals a yesteryear legend to be a clapper boy 

Yami Gautam
Dhar’s ‘Lost’ 

to be screened
at 53rd IFFI on

Nov 23

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will be seen competing.
About &TV’s Doosri Maa
track, Yashoda shares, “A
kidnapper enters
Yashoda's (Neha Josi)
home. Suresh (Sunil Dutt)
stops Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) because he
believes Krishna is at-
tempting to flee from the
house. Arvind tells every-
one that Krishna was at-
tempting to catch the
thief, but no one believes
him. Krishna gets upset
and recalls her late moth-
er Mala (Nidhi Uttam).
Ashok hears Krishna
from the outside room
and is extremely sad-
dened. Suresh goes to the
police station the next
day to file a report
against Krishna for at-
tempting to steal from the
house, frightening
Krishna. Ashok on the
other hand tries to con-
vince the Police inspector
that Krishna is innocent.
Will he be able to save
Krishna from the false ac-
cusation?”

About &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan track,
Daroga Happu Singh
shares, “A soap salesman
approaches Rajesh

(Kamna Pathak) and in-
forms her of a contest in
which she can win two
tickets to Rishikesh for a
vacation. Rajesh is excit-
ed, but she does not have
any money. So, she bor-
rows some money from
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) to buy the soap
and participate in the
contest. Beni
(Vishwanath Chaterjee)
invests in the soap as
well, hoping to win the
prize. However, Rajesh
gets lucky and wins the
prize, leaving Beni en-
raged. Rajesh instructs
Happu (Yogesh Tripathi)

to accompany her to
Rishikesh so that they
can spend quality time to-
gether. Katori Amma, on
the other hand, tells
Happu that it is her age to
visit Rishikesh and bathe
in the holy river Ganga.
Rajesh gets enraged upon
hearing this and informs
her that she has won the
prize, so she will travel to
Hrishikesh. Katori
Amma reminds her of
lending money to partici-
pate in the contest and
convinces her that she is
the true winner. Will
Rajesh be able to con-
vince Happu to accompa-

ny her to Rishikesh?”.
About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) gives Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) and
Chacha Ji (Anup
Upadhyay) a long list of
food items to prepare be-
cause she has invited an
investor to dinner. While
they are both cooking in
the kitchen, Vibhuti sees
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and to impress her
with his food prepara-
tions, he invites her to
dinner as well. In the
evening, the investor ar-

rives for dinner, and after
a few minutes, Angoori
and Tiwari Ji (Rohitashv
Gour) also join them. The
investor enjoys the food
and compliments Vibhuti
and Chachaji on their
culinary abilities. After
dinner, however, he de-
cides to invest in Tiwari
Ji's Kacha Banyan busi-
ness rather than Anita's
grooming classes, which
upsets her. Anita then
tells Vibhuti and
Chachaji that they should
open a chat stall and earn
money because they are
good cooks. They both
agree and begin setting
up their stall. They start
to make a good profit, and
Anita happily begins
shopping with their
money and bragging
about it to Tiwari and
Angoori. To compete with
her, Angoori begins to
spend large sums of
money on shopping, caus-
ing Tiwari stress. Who
will end up spending
more and making the
other jealous, Angoori or
Anita?”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV characters will be seen competing

Actress Sonali Kulkarni, who
is known for her work in the

Marathi film industry and has
delivered good performances in
"Dil Chahta Hai" and "Taxi No
9211", will be soon seen in the
streaming series "Dharavi
Bank".
The actress plays a politician in
the series and her experience
with the portrayal of the char-
acter has been quite fulfilling,
considering the role is polar
opposite to her in real life and
brings in a sense of versatility
for her. The actress, who plays
Chief Minister Janvi Surve in
the series, said: "My personali-
ty has always been pleasant,
fun, and honest type. Hence it
was quite challenging for me to
play the role of Janvi Surve. My
character in 'Dharavi Bank' is
that of an egoistic, hard-heart-
ed and manipulative woman
who is completely opposite to
my real nature. I enjoy process-
es that test my versatility as an
actor." The gangster drama
also stars Suniel Shetty as
Thalaivan, the don of Dharavi
along with a host of actors like
Luke Kenny, Freddy Daruwala,
Shanti Priya, Santosh Juvekar,
Nagesh Bhosle, Siddharth
Menon, Hitesh Bhojraj,
Samiksha Batnagar, Rohit
Pathak, Jaywant Wadkar,
Chinmay Mandlekar Bhawna
Rao, Shruti Srivastava, Sandhya
Shetty, Pavitra Sarkar and
Vamsi Krishna. 

Sonali Kulkarni
enjoyed 

versatility with
her ‘Dharavi

Bank’ character

P
an Nalin's globally-celebrated
Last Film Show (Chhello Show)
will release in theatres in the US

on December 2, 2022. The much-loved
coming-of-age drama has been selected
as India's Official Entry to the 95th
Oscars.

Hollywood's legendary Samuel
Goldwyn Films are distributing the
film in US theatres. One of their  previ-
ous releases, Thomas Vinterberg's
Another Round, had also won Best
International Feature Film at the 2021
Academy Awards. Inspired by director
Pan Nalin's own childhood, Last Film
Show (Chhello Show) follows the
dreams and aspirations of a nine-year-
old boy, Samay (Bhavin Rabari), in
rural Gujarat, India. Obsessed with
watching movies on the big screen,
Samay's life takes a dramatic turn
when his beloved neighbourhood
Cinema is converted from 35 mm to dig-
ital.

Producers Siddharth Roy Kapur and
Dheer Momaya, and Director Pan Nalin
jointly said, "We're thrilled to finally
announce the much-awaited release of
Last Film Show in US cinemas on
December 2.

The film had its grand World
Premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival
last year, and since then has received
awards at several prestigious film festi-
vals around the world.

With the backing of our esteemed
partners, Samuel Goldwyn Films, we
are looking forward to bringing the

film to stateside audiences and giving it
the best platform it needs for the 95th
Academy Awards." Orange Studios is
the world sales agent, while Shochiku
Studios and Medusa are distributing
the film in  Japanese and Italian cine-
mas respectively.

India’s Official Entry to the Oscars 
‘Last Film Show’ to release on Dec 2 Grammy award-win-

ning singer and song-
writer Shania Twain will
be honoured with the
music icon award at this
year's People's Choice
Awards.

The announcement
was made by NBC and E!,
reports Variety.

Twain is known for
such hits as 'Man! I Feel
Like a Woman!' and 'That
Don't Impress Me Much'.

In addition to receiving
the award, Twain will
perform a medley of her
greatest hits and her new
song 'Waking Up
Dreaming', set to be re-
leased on her sixth album
'Queen of Me' on
February 3, 2023.

"I'm so incredibly hon-
oured to be named 'Music
Icon,'" Twain said in a
statement.

"I have some of the
greatest fans in the
world. They have sup-
ported me since the early
days, and it's their love
and passion that keeps
me going. I'm thrilled to
go back on tour and bring
my new music and fan
favourites to them, and
what better way to start
than at the People's
Choice Awards!"

Shania Twain to 
get music icon

award at the 2022
People’s Choice

Awards
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Mount Maunganui, Nov 19 (PTI):

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
faces an arduous challenge
of remaining relevant in
shortest format as a young
Indian team, seeking some
game time, is expected to
face tough resistance from
New Zealand in the second
T20 International here on
Sunday. The series-opener
in Wellington was aban-
doned due to inclement
weather and the Indian
players must be itching to
get onto the park which,
inarguably, has the most
scenic backdrop.
Ironically, the region
where the ground is locat-
ed is known as 'Bay of
Plenty' and Indian cricket
at this point has plenty to
ponder as far as its ap-
proach in T20 format is
concerned. While the Sky
Stadium was shorter in
terms of dimensions, the
Indian team will have to
make adjustments as the
'Bay Oval' ground has big-
ger side boundaries and is
an open ground unlike
Wellington.

The Bhuvi Conundrum
On this tour, the pres-

ence of a near 33 year-old
Bhuvneshwar is one such
dilemma that the team
management might have
to handle. There are some
probing questions and
quicker the answers are
sought, better it would be
for Indian cricket.

Is Bhuvneshwar going
to be around for the T20
World Cup in 2024 with a
sharp decline in his pace?
Does he have enough time

to work around his issues
as he is not potent enough
on good batting tracks?
Not many T20Is are lined-
up next year and he is
largely becoming a single-
format player, so where
does it leave him?

At this moment, all the
answers seem to be in neg-
ative and hence a question
arises whether playing the

senior-most pacer would
be akin to taking away an
opportunity from a young-
ster to get into the groove.
It is a double-edged sword
that interim head coach
VVS Laxman and captain
Pandya will be facing. Not
playing Bhuvneshwar
when he is on the cusp of a
personal milestone (4 more
wickets for highest tally of

40 in a calendar year)
might leave him demor-
alised.

Most of his 36 wickets
have come in bowler-
friendly conditions and
against lesser opponents.
On slightly flatter wickets
and against better batting
attacks, Bhuvneshwar has
come a cropper.

But playing him will be a
missed opportunity for the
team management to
check out on how the pair
of Umran Malik and
Mohammed Siraj would
match up against the
might of players like Finn
Allen, Glenn Phillips and
Devon Conway in pressure
situations.

Umran, India's fastest
bowler by a distance, needs
to be groomed. Pakistan
has shown with Haris
Rauf, Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Naseem Shah as to
what extreme pace can do.

Ishan or Shubman, the
choice of opener?

The moment Rishabh
Pant was named the vice-
captain of the team for the
T20I series, it was a given
that he would be opening
but whether Shubman Gill
with his new found confi-
dence in this format or the
specialist Ishan Kishan
will pair up is there to be
seen.

In case of Kishan, who
has had troubles against
genuine pace and swing is
preferred, then there will
be two left-handers at the
top while Gill's presence

will make it a left-right
combination. The other
factor would be the choice
between KKR skipper
Shreyas Iyer, not exactly a
fast starter in T20Is and
the dynamic Deepak
Hooda, who can also bowl
wicket-to-wicket tight off-
breaks. To accommodate
both Hooda and Shreyas,
Kishan will then needed to
be dropped from the play-
ing XI. Sanju Samson and
skipper Pandya are the two
batters along with
Suryakumar Yadav, who
would play the role of en-
forcers as well as finishers.

Chahal vs Phillips
match-up

Glenn Phillips, one of
the most exciting T20 bat-
ters in recent times, will
have a battle in hand when
the wily Yuzvendra Chahal
gets his first game in many
moons after being inexpli-
cably benched by regular
head coach Rahul Dravid
throughout the T20 World
Cup. But the last complet-
ed T20I match at this
ground witnessed Phillips
score 108 off 51 balls with
as many as eight sixes
against a quality West
Indies attack. With
Ravichandran Ashwin's
T20I career all but over,
Washington Sundar will
be getting a long run as a
specialist off-spinner while
Harshal Patel will also get
game time to get back his
rhythm which deserted
him just before the World
Cup. Arshdeep Singh as a
left-arm seamer looks a
sure-shot starter in next
two games.

India face Bhuvneshwar dilemma
while praying for game time

Match Starts: 12 noon IST. 

Sydney, Nov 19 (AP):

Steve Smith scored 94 runs
and Mitchell Starc took four
wickets for 47 to lead
Australia to a 72-run victory
Saturday over England to
clinch the three-match one-
day international series in con-
secutive games.
On the same day Josh
Hazlewood became Australia's
28th ODI captain filling in for
the rested Pat Cummins,
Smith's total from 114 balls
helped to set up Australia's
280-8 at the Sydney Cricket
Ground.
Starc then struck twice in the
first over of England's innings.
James Vince (60) and Sam
Billings (71) put England back
in the chase but Adam Zampa
(4-45) and Starc reduced any
chance of an England win to
have the visitors all out for
208.
Starc's performance came
after he was controversially
dropped for Australia's last
group game in the Twenty20
World Cup against
Afghanistan.
The left-armer swung the ball
early, getting Jason Roy
caught behind and beating
Dawid Malan to take his off-
stump in the first over.
Australia beat England by six
wickets in the first match on
Thursday at Adelaide Oval.
The teams conclude the series
on Tuesday at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.
After saying he felt the best
he had in six years in the
series opener at Adelaide,
Smith looked measured and
controlled again on Saturday.
He barely gave a chance until
he was dismissed in the deep,
with his altered grip and less
movement at the crease sync-
ing up the movement between
his hands and feet. Smith now
has scores of 61, 105, 80 not

out and 94 in his past four
ODIs, with one more innings to
come in Melbourne before the
first test against West Indies
starting Nov. 30 in Perth.
Smith's innings on Saturday
also formed part of 101-run
partnership with Marnus
Labuschagne, whose 58
marked a return to form after
a recent lean run for
Queensland state.
Mitch Marsh then hit 50 to
help Australia to a competitive
score, after Adil Rashid (3-57)
threatened to give England
control when he had
Labuschagne and Alex Carey
(0) out sweeping in consecu-
tive balls.

"It's a series win which is real-
ly important to us," Zampa
said. "I feel like we played
some really good cricket and
got the big wickets at the
right time. We're so flat with
how the World Cup went.
England were by far the best
team, and to beat them makes
us feel a little bit better."
Billings said it was a disap-
pointing loss: "Their score was
probably above par on that
pitch.
"Those early wickets that we
lost put us on the back foot,
and it was a real shame that
Vincey (James Vince) and I
couldn't go on for another 10
overs," Billings said.

Australia beat England by 
72 runs to clinch ODI series

Australia's Mitchell Starc (R) celebrates his wicket of England's
Dawid Malan with teammate Marcus Stoinis during the second
one-day international (ODI) cricket match between Australia and
England at the Sydney Cricket Ground on November 19.

Bangkok, Nov 19 (PTI):

Manika Batra became
the first Indian paddler to
win a medal in the ITTF-
ATTU Asian Cup after
shocking world number
six Hina Hayata of Japan
in the bronze play-off here
on Saturday.

The world number 44 de-
feated Hayata 4-2 (11-6, 6-11,
11-7, 12-10, 4-11, 11-2) to

achieve the incredible feat.
Besides the historic
bronze, Manika will also
carry home USD 10,000 for
her efforts. "This win is a
huge one for me, defeating
the top players. I enjoyed
playing and fighting well
against them to achieve a
fantastic result. I will con-
tinue putting the extra
yard in all my future tour-
naments. I expect all of

you to extend your full
support," said an emotion-
al Manika. Earlier in the
day, Manika lost 2-4 (8-11,
11-7, 7-11, 6-11, 11-8, 7-11) to
the second-seeded Mima
Ito in the semifinals.
Despite Ito beginning
shakily, the Japanese
ended strongly and sub-
dued the Indian player
with a percentage play be-
fitting her reputation and
rankings. Manika's fight-
ing qualities came to the
fore in the fourth game of
the bronze-medal playoff
when she was down in the
dumps, with the fourth-
seed Hayata holding the
upper hand with four
game points at 10-6.

That was when Manika
launched herself, using all
the tricks in her bag, at-
tacking the flanks with
crispy forehands, includ-
ing some counters that
brooked no challenge, and
using the backhand
punches to good effect and
with precise placements.

Mount Maunganui, Nov 19 (PTI):

He is a T20 ace in his own
right but New Zealander
Glenn Phillips says he can't
even "dream" of pulling off
some of the incredible
shots that Suryakumar
Yadav plays with ease.

Surya, world No. 1 T20
batter, will square off
against Phillips' New
Zealand in the second game
here at the Bay Oval, a
ground where the Black
caps dasher has fond mem-
ories of scoring a 46-ball
hundred. "He (Surya) is ab-
solutely incredible. The

things that he does I would-
n't even dream of doing. I
would love to try but we
have very different games.
The wrist strength that he's
got to be able to hit balls for
six in extremely awkward
areas is a talent you rarely
see," Phillips was quoted as
saying in stuff.co.nz.

Phillips also mentioned
that the "high risk-high re-
ward game" that is played
by him and Surya also
keeps opposition in the
game as they have the dan-
ger of getting out if some of
those adventurous shots
aren't executed properly.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Reigning Asian youth
champion Ravina (63kg)
showed her class and
prowess to sail into the
quarterfinals of the IBA
Youth Men's and Women's
World Boxing
Championships in La
Nucia, Spain.

Ravina defeated
Hungary's Varga Franciska
Rozi in the round-of-16. The
Indian pugilist dictated the
terms right from the start
and landed punches
throughout the first round.

The second round began
in the same manner as
Ravina kept on dominating
her opposition. As a result,
the referee had to stop the
contest and the Indian
boxer emerged victorious.

The other women boxer
in action -- Kunjarani Devi
Thongam (60kg) -- also
moved into the last-8 stage
after blanking Spain's
Horche Martinez Maria 5-0
in a one-sided affair. Among

the men boxers, Mohit
(86kg) moved into the quar-
terfinals after his opponent
Tomas Lemanas of
Lithuania got disqualified
in the second round.

Sahil Chauhan (71kg) en-
tered the pre-quarterfinals
after comfortably defeating
Azerbaijan's Daniel
Holostenco 5-0 in a round-of-
32 bout. Nikhil (57kg) and
Harsh (60kg) lost their re-
spective round-of-32 bouts.
The former lost 1-4 to

Kazakhstan's Kalinin Ilya
while the latter had to suffer
a referee stopping the con-
test (RSC) defeat against
Erik Lsrayelyan of
Armenia. Nine Indians, in-
cluding three women, will
be in action in the last-16
stage on Sunday. Vishvanath
Suresh (48kg), Jadumani
Singh (51kg), Ashish (54kg),
Vanshaj (63.5kg), Aman
Rathore (67kg) and Deepak
(75kg) will fight in the men's
section.

Raipur, Nov 19: 

It was a moment to cele-
brate for Raipurians
when a seasoned entre-
preneur, officer bearer of
many renowned organisa-
tions and a social worker
from the state capital
Kirti Vyas who happens
to be in Australia these
days was invited to a pro-
gramme of Queensland
Cricket Club Summer

Cricket Activity in
Brisbane. He visited fa-
mous Gaba Cricket
Stadium and interacted
with Australian cricketers
like Usman Khawaja, for-
mer Australian cricketer
and mentor of Pakistan
team during T20 WC
Mathew Hayden and
many more. Vyas pur-
chased a cricket bat in auc-
tion which was signed by
the Australain cricketers.

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI):

Veteran India off-spin-
ner R Ashwin has defend-
ed India head coach Rahul
Dravid's absence from the
New Zealand tour, saying
the support staff "needed a
break" after putting in ex-
tensive work in prepara-
tion for the T20 World Cup.

Days after Dravid's pred-
ecessor Ravi Shastri had
questioned why an India
coach would need a break
when they get "two-three
months" off during the
IPL, Ashwin said that the

coaching staff was physi-
cally and mentally burned
out. Former India batter
and current National
Cricket Academy (NCA)
head VVS Laxman is in
charge of the Indian team
in New Zealand in
Dravid's absence. "I will
explain why Laxman has
gone there with a com-
pletely different team be-
cause even that could be
interpreted differently,"
Ashwin said on his
YouTube channel. "Rahul
Dravid and his team put in
extensive hard work ahead
of the T20 World Cup -
right from planning. Since
I saw this from close quar-
ters, I'm saying this. "They
had specific in-depth plans
for each venue and each
opposition. So they would
have been under not only
mental but also physical
burnout, and everyone
needed a break.

Bengaluru, Nov 19 (PTI):

N Jagadeesan continued
his superb run, hammer-
ing a fourth hundred on
the trot, as Tamil Nadu
recorded a massive 151-run
win over Haryana in a
Group C match of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here
on Saturday. In another
match in the group,
Andhra registered a 76-run
win over Kerala. It was
Kerala's first defeat while
TN continued their win-
ning run. Sent in to bat by
Harayana skipper
Himanshu Rana, Tamil
Nadu rode on Jagadeesan's
128 (123 balls, 6 fours, 6
sixes) and fellow opening
batter B Sai Sudharsan's 67
(74 balls, 5 fours, 1 six) to
post 284 for seven in 50
overs.

A 151-run opening stand
between Jagadeesan and
Sudharsan in a little more
than 26 overs saw Tamil

Nadu seize the advantage.
The hundred for

Jagadeesan makes him the
fourth batter after Kumar
Sangakkara, Alviro
Petersen and Devdutt
Padikkal to record cen-
turies in four consecutive
List A innings. His previ-
ous centuries came
against Andhra,
Chhattisgarh and Goa.
Jagadeesan hit six fours

and six sixes in his brisk
innings while Sudharsan,
who has been in good form
in the tournament,
matched him stroke for
stroke.

The Haryana bowlers ap-
peared to be struggling to
find ways to contain the
TN batters when
Jagadeesan and
Sudharsan were at the
crease. Sudhrasan fell to

left-arm spinner Nishant
Sindhu. B Aparajith (3) and
B Indrajith (2) fell quickly
to Mohit Sharma (2/43)
and Haryana had more
success when J Kousik (5)
was dismissed by Anshul
Kamboj.

This brought Jagadeesan
and the power-hitting
Shahrukh Khan (46) to the
crease and they added 61
runs in quick time. In reply,
Haryana slipped to 2 for 2
in the second over as open-
ers C K Bishnoi and Yuvraj
Singh fell to Sandeep
Warrier (2/33) and M
Mohammed (2/37), respec-
tively.

Haryana never recovered
from the poor start and
kept losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals to be bowled
out 133 in 28.3 overs. Off-
spinner Aparajith was the
best bowler for Tamil Nadu
with 3 for 24 while R Sonu
Yadav picked up two wick-
ets.

Manika Batra humbles another top-10 player
to win historic bronze at Asian Cup TT

India’s Ravina among three boxers
to progress into quarterfinals

Youth World Boxing: Ravina, Kunjarani Devi Thongam, Mohit and
Sahil Chauhan Progress to Quarters.

What Surya does, I can’t even
dream of doing: Glenn Phillips

Everyone needed a break:
Ashwin defends Dravid’s

absence from NZ tour

Jagadeesan stars in TN’s big win
over Haryana, Andhra beat Kerala

Kirti Vyas interacts with
Australian cricketers
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Pet dogs with their owners during the ‘Pet Fed Dog Show’ in Bengaluru, Saturday. 

PET FED DOG SHOW

Students of Swaminarayan Gurukul make a formation to spread voting awareness ahead of upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in Surat, Saturday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
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New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The UN climate talks in
Egypt dragged on into
overtime on Saturday, with
no sign of parties arriving
at a consensus on several
key issues, including loss
and damage, mitigation
work programme and
adaptation. COP27 presi-
dent Sameh Shoukry said
deliberations continued
through the night, but did
not result in a clear direc-
tion towards a consensus.
The success of the talks
hinges on a fund to address
loss and damage, which
refers to the consequences
of climate change that go
beyond what people can
adapt to or when options

exist, but a community
doesn’t have the resources
to access or utilise them.
Financing or a new fund
for addressing loss and
damage — for example
money needed for relocat-
ing people displaced by
floods — has been a long-
pending demand of poor
and developing countries,
including India. Developed
nations, particularly the
US, have opposed this new
fund over fears that it
would hold them legally li-
able for massive damages
caused by climate change.
“Need more time to agree
on loss and damage, miti-
gation work programme
and global goal on adapta-
tion,” Shoukry said in a

media briefing. “After
hearing the various per-
spectives, I, as president,
developed (a) text on all of
the three issues that are
balanced (and) that I be-
lieve constitute a basis for
moving forward,” he said.
The COP27 president said
none of the groups could
say all interests were re-
flected, but a vast majority
thought that the text was
balanced, could be a break-
through and lead to con-
sensus. He said parties
want to explore the text
further and would be pro-
vided an opportunity to do
so. “It rests now with par-
ties to find consensus and
move forward,” Shoukry
added. EU climate policy

chief Frans Timmermans,
who had proposed a plan
on Friday to break the
deadlock on the controver-
sial issue of loss and dam-
age, urged other parties to
reciprocate the bloc’s ef-
forts to find a deal. He also
reportedly said the EU was
prepared to walk away
from climate negotiations
if a satisfactory outcome
could not be reached.

“COP27 is in overtime.
The EU is united in our
ambition to move forward
and build on what we
agreed in Glasgow. Our
message to partners is
clear: we cannot accept
that 1.5C dies here and
today,” Timmermans
tweeted.

Parties scramble for 
consensus in overtime COP27

New Delhi, Nov 19 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Saturday
filed a charge sheet
against the banned
Popular Front of India
and its three members in a
money laundering case re-
lated to alleged terrorism-
related activities.

The document is likely
to be taken up for hearing
before special judge
Shailender Malik on
November 21.

Besides the PFI, the
charge sheet named
Perwez Ahmed, Mohd
Ilias and Abdul Muqeet as
accused.

“Fresh complaint (ED’s
equivalent to a charge
sheet) has been filed. It be

checked and registered.
Put up for consideration
before the concerned court
on November 21, 2022,”
duty judge Devender
Kumar Jangala said.

According to the charge
sheet filed by ED’s Special
Public Prosecutor N K
Matta, accused Ahmed
was the president of the
Delhi unit of PFI while
Mohd Ilias was its general
secretary and Abdul
Muqeet was office secre-
tary.

The accused were ar-
rested on September 22 in
the case related to the al-
leged laundering of Rs 120
crore over the years.

The PFI was banned by
the Centre in late
September over its alleged

links with terror activi-
ties.

The ED filed the case
based on an FIR lodged by
the NIA for alleged terror-
ism-related activities pun-
ishable under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

In the investigation car-
ried out till now, it was
found that the accused and
other members associated
with the said organisation
have indulged in collecting
funds by way of donation,
hawala, banking channels,
etc. which was being used
for unlawful activities and
commission of scheduled
offences, the ED claimed
in the final report.

Bogus cash donations
and bank transfers were

also found, the charge
sheet, filed through
Advocate Mohd Faizan
Khan, said.

It alleged that transfer of
funds was done even from
abroad to India through a
clandestine channel under
a conspiracy hatched by
office bearers of PFI over
the years.

The report claimed that
searches were conducted
at the premises of all three
accused persons after reg-
istration of ECIR in this
case on September 22 and
five mobile phones were
seized.

The charge sheet in-
cludes the statement of
the accused and witnesses
recorded during the inves-
tigation.

ED files charge sheet against PFI, 3 members 
Before Delhi court

Jammu, Nov 19 (PTI):

Having already an-
nounced his decision to
step down as president of
National Conference, for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah on Saturday said
he will be contesting the
next assembly elections.

Abdullah, who on
Friday had announced he
will be relinquishing the
presidency of NC next
month, said he is not es-
caping the responsibility
and will continue to work
to strengthen the party.

“Insha Allah, I am going
to fight the next Assembly
elections whenever held
(in J&K),” Abdullah told
reporters here on the side-
lines of a function organ-
ised to welcome new en-
trants into the party.

Several prominent politi-
cal activists, including
Gurjeet Sharma from
Nagrota, joined the
National Conference in
presence of Abdullah and
Jammu provincial presi-
dent Rattan Lal Gupta.

Asked about the next
party president, he said
the National Conference is
a democratic party and the
party elections will take
place on December 5 to

elect a new leader. “People
will file their nominations
and the party delegates
will decide who will be the
next party president. I am
going to contest the
Assembly elections,” he
said. He said the NC is
ready for the assembly
elections and will emerge
as a victor to pull out J&K
from its troubles.

“Let them announce the
dates, we will show them
where they stand,” he
said, apparently referring
to the BJP which has
claimed it will win 50-plus
seats in the next assembly
elections. Abdullah said
the time has come for the
youth to take the lead in
the party. “Whatever was
possible from me, I have
done that. I am not escap-
ing as I am a party man
and will remain so.

‘Will fight next assembly elections’

Farooq Abdullah

Country’s longest
train to run bi-weekly
GGuuwwaahhaattii::  The services of the
country’s longest train, Vivek
Express, that connects Assam
with the southernmost tip of
Tamil Nadu will be available
twice a week beginning
November 22, a Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) said on
Saturday. The Dibrugarh-
Kanyakumari Vivek Express,
which was flagged off on
November 19, 2011, covers a
distance of 4,189 km and trav-
erses through nine states in
over 80 hours. Train no. 15906
(Dibrugarh Kanyakumari) Vivek
Express which previously used
to run on Saturdays, will now
operate additionally every
Tuesday from November 22, a
press release issued by NFR
said. Train no. 15905
(Kanyakumari Dibrugarh) Vivek
Express which currently runs
only on Thursdays, will now be
available even on Sundays from
November 27, the release said. 

Ballia (UP), Nov 19 (PTI):

SBSP president Om
Prakash Rajbhar on
Saturday said that despite
the support of Shivpal
Singh Yadav, Samajwadi
Party’s defeat in Mainpuri
is certain.

He claimed that his
party, Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party, or SBSP, has
become the third largest
political force in Uttar
Pradesh having pushed
back the Congress and the
Bahujan Samaj Party.

“In the last Lok Sabha
election, Mulayam Singh
Yadav won the Mainpuri
seat by a margin of 95,000
votes from the SP-BSP al-
liance. If the pro-BSP

votes are removed from
this, then the figure of
SP’s position will become
apparent,” Rajbhar told re-
porters on the sidelines of
a party’s workers’ confer-
ence in Maniyar.

“SP is not in the fight in

Mainpuri. SP leaders are
only making noise.” The
Samajwadi Party has de-
clared Dimple Yadav, wife
of Akhilesh Yadav, as its
candidate from Mainpuri
for the upcoming by-elec-
tion there.

Akhilesh Yadav’s uncle
Shivpal who defected from
SP has pledged his support
to Dimple Yadav.

While targeting the SP,
Rajbhar alleged that the
SP has governed the state
four times in the past and
that the people have not
forgotten hooliganism,
dictatorship, land grab-
bing, and criminals being
rescued from the police
station, and atrocities in
their government.

‘Shivpal’s support will not
prevent SP’s defeat’

Om Prakash Rajbhar

Panaji, Nov 19 (PTI): 

Dr B R Ambedkar was
India’s first male femi-
nist, who propagated
such ideas decades back
that could be considered
as progressive even for
the current generation
of politicians, Congress
leader and writer
Shashi Tharoor said
here on Saturday.

He was speaking dur-
ing an interaction pro-
gramme at the ongoing
Goa Heritage Festival.

“He (Ambedkar) was
probably India’s first
male feminist. Way back
in 1920, 30s, 40s he made
speeches, including in
front of a female audi-
ence, which today would
be considered as pro-
gressive for a male

politician,” the
Congress MP said while
speaking about his lat-
est book “Ambedkar: A
Life”.

“He (Ambedkar)
urged women not to
allow themselves to be
forced into marriage. He
urged women to delay
marriage, delay child-
birth. He urged them to
stand up to their hus-
bands as equals,” The
T h i r u v a n a t h a p u r a m
MP said.

Ambedkar as a legis-
lator fought for women
workers and labourers,
he said, adding, “It was
a remarkable feminist
thinking of this man 80-
90 years ago.”

“There is a tendency
to see Ambedkar as a
Dalit leader. He was the

principal Dalit leader of
the country. From his
early 20s, he was an in-
fluential voice and be-
came more and more in-
fluential,” he said.

Ambedkar was an ex-
traordinary constitu-
tionalist, being the
chairman of the draft-
ing committee. It was he
who presented and de-

fended every single one
of the provisions of the
Constitution, Tharoor
said.

Responding to a ques-
tion on India’s image
globally, Tharoor said
that in 1975, the coun-
try’s image in America
was awful.

“It was considered a
poor country and peo-
ple’s idea about India
was about fakirs sleep-
ing on nail-bed or snake-
charmers doing road
tricks. From there, the
transformation has
been astonishing. By the
turn of the millennium,
you have Indian soft-
ware revolution and
suddenly started imag-
ining Indians as com-
puter gigs,” he said.
Tharoor said that the

‘Y2K’ phenomenon was
a turning point for the
Indian computer profes-
sionals.

“There was a fear that
all the computers would
crash...Suddenly we had
a demand for Indians
doing codes to overcome
that problem and that’s
when India’s software
revolution really took
off,” he said.

According to him, the
other thing that hap-
pened in the western
world was about the con-
sciousness of Indian ex-
patriates as not just
computer people, but en-
gineers and doctors.

“Indians, from being
beggars and snake-
charmers, were now
software engineers,” he
said.

Dr Ambedkar was India’s ‘first male feminist’: Tharoor

Nagpur, Nov 19 (PTI):

Indian Air Force (IAF)
pilots displayed their air
manoeuvring skills at the
‘Air Fest 2022’ event held
at the Nagpur-based
Maintenance Command
headquarters on
Saturday.

The drills were per-
formed by IAF’s
“Akashganga” team
using Dornier aircraft
and a Sarang helicopter
display team comprising
four modified Advance
Light Helicopters (ALHs)
Dhruv. A Surya Kiran
Aerobatic Team (SKAT)
comprising nine Hawk
Mk.132 aircraft flew in
different variations.

The event commenced
with 14 cadets of NCC
(Air Wing) demonstrat-
ing their skills in aero-
modelling wherein both
remote-controlled and
control-line models were
flown. The remote-con-
trolled aircraft carried
out an aerobatic display
consisting of loops, rolls
and a figure of eight
whereas, the control line
model displayed inverted

flying, loops and a verti-
cal figure of eight, a re-
lease said. Thereafter, a
paramotor pilot en-
thralled the audience
with aerobatic manoeu-
vres including a spiral
descent from 1,000 feet
and a ‘wingover’ at a
height of 300 feet.

The daredevils of the
“Akashganga” IAF team
consisting of six air war-
riors displayed a breath-
taking demonstration of
skydiving from a Dornier
aircraft from a height of
8,000 feet and landed with
precision in the designat-
ed landing zone.

This was followed by
an Avro aircraft, a medi-
um-size turboprop trans-
port aircraft, flying low at
500 feet above ground
level in front of specta-
tors. The Air Fest was
conducted as a part of the
“Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
Independence.

Air Marshal Vibhas
Pande, Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Maintenance Command,
was the chief guest.

Breathtaking display
by IAF teams at Air Fest 

In Nagpur


