
Busted 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: An interna-
tional drug racket having
links across the border was
busted following the recov-
ery of 20 kg heroin and the
arrest of one person in
Punjab's Ludhiana, said the
Narcotics Control Bureau
on Thursday. Besides hero-
in, cash amounting to Rs
5.86 lakh, foreign currency
(Dirham) worth Rs 2,850,
two bullets, 20 branded
watches, 250 grams of sil-
ver coins, 17 grams of
opium, two laptops, five
pen drives, seven sim
cards, five mobile phones
and some documents have
been recovered by the
NCB's Chandigarh unit, a
senior official said.

Detained 
JJaaiippuurr:: Three people,
including a juvenile, have
been detained in connec-
tion with the blast on the
Udaipur-Ahmedabad rail-
way track, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused
were upset as they were
not given compensation
or a job after their land
was acquired by Indian
Railways and Hindustan
Zinc Limited.

Warrant 
KKaannppuurr:: A local court has
issued a non-bailable war-
rant (NBW)against
Samajwadi Party MLA Irfan
Solanki and his younger
brother in a rioting and
arson case, officials said on
Thursday. The NBW was
issued against Solanki and
his brother Rizwan by a spe-
cial MP-MLA court on
Wednesday after a case was
registered against them at
Jajmau police station, said
Joint Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)
Anand Prakash Tiwari.

WB Guv
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: C V Ananda
Bose was on Thursday
appointed the Governor of
West Bengal, a commu-
nique from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said. His appoint-
ment will take effect on the
date he assumes charge of
his office, it said.

Arrest
KKoollkkaattaa::The Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on

Thursday arrested senior

Trinamool Congress

leader Anubrata Mondal

in a cattle smuggling case

after a marathon interro-

gation at Asansol

Correctional Home where

he has been lodged, the

agency officials said. He

was earlier apprehended

by the CBI in the same

case in August and is in

judicial custody.
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BRIEF

An Iranian woman reacts during a
protest against the government of

Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini,
who was arrested by the morality
police for not wearing the 'hijab'

properly, at Church Street in
Bengaluru, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

India has evidence so-
cial media platforms are
being used to raise terror
funds, NIA Director
General Dinkar Gupta
said Thursday, underlin-
ing that the issue will be
deliberated during a two-
day international ministe-
rial conference on coun-
tering terror financing.

Addressing a press con-
ference ahead of the meet-
ing beginning Friday,
Gupta also said Pakistan
and Afghanistan were not
participating in the con-
ference, while China was
yet to confirm.

The third 'No Money for
Terror Ministerial
Conference on Counter-
Terrorism Financing'
hosted by the Ministry of
Home Affairs will be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and at-
tended by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
among others.

Asked if Pakistan,
China and Afghanistan
were invited to the confer-
ence, Secretary (West),
Ministry of External

Affairs, Sanjay Verma
said, "China has been in-
vited." He, however, re-
mained silent on the other
two neighbouring coun-
tries.

Giving details of the
conference, Gupta made it
clear that no country-spe-
cific discussion is part of
the agenda but representa-
tives of 73 nations, includ-
ing ministers of over 20 of
them, will discuss with an
open heart all issues, be it
the source of terror, the
threat or its funding.

"Every participating
country has full right to
express its views," he said.

Gupta said terror activi-
ties have declined in India
during the last eight years,
and there is a "huge reduc-
tion" in terror activities in
all "theatres of conflicts",
be it Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, the northeast or

the areas affected by Left
Wing Extremism.

He said it was a battle to
be fought, and the country
has to strengthen its infra-
structure, mechanisms,
and frameworks to fight
this menace of global ter-
rorism and its financing.

To a question on the in-
clusion of social media
platform regulation in the
agenda of the terror fi-
nancing conference,
Gupta said social media
platforms are being used
to raise financing, funding
or as crowdfunding plat-
forms.

"We do have evidence of
this kind of thing happen-
ing. This is an issue that
needs to be discussed be-
cause such platforms are
being used for raising fi-
nances which are being
used in terror activities,"
he said.

Raipur, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A First Information
Report (FIR) has been reg-
istered against Richa Jogi,
former Chhattisgarh chief
minister late Ajit Jogi's
daughter-in-law, after her
caste certificate was can-
celled.

Jogi's certificate which
declared her to be belong-
ing to a Scheduled Tribe
(ST) was cancelled by the
High Level Certification
Scrutiny Committee of
the state's Tribal
Development Department
in June 2021.

A case was registered in
this connection in
Mungeli district on
Wednesday under section
10 of the Chhattisgarh
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
(Regulation of Social
Status Certification) Act,
2013, the police official
added. L R Kurre, assis-

tant commissioner of the
Tribal Development
Department, Mungeli, had
submitted an application
to the Mungeli police sta-
tion seeking legal action
against Richa Jogi, he
said.

Richa is the wife of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) state
president and former
MLA Amit Jogi whose
tribal status caste certifi-
cate was cancelled by the
scrutiny committee earli-
er.

Jashpur, Nov 17: 

A 28-year-old Kabaddi
player, who suffered seri-
ous injuries during a
match last month in
Jashpur district, has died
during treatment in a pri-
vate hospital, officials said
on Thursday.

This is the third death of
a player since last month
after participating in
Kabaddi matches held as
part of the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics,
an event being hosted by
the state government.
Samaru Kerketta, who suf-

fered injuries during a
kabaddi match held in
Sundhru village of
Jashpur on October 17,
died on Wednesday after-
noon, a district administra-
tion official said.

Kerketta, a native of
Ghumra village in
Jashpur, had suffered a se-
rious spinal cord injury. He
was initially taken to the
Tapkara Primary Health
Centre located nearby from
where he was referred to
the Jindal Hospital in
neighbouring Raigarh dis-
trict where he succumbed
after nearly a month-long
treatment, he said. "The
player was being treated
for quadriplegia cervical

spine injury and was kept
on ventilator support.
Despite all the efforts made
by doctors, he could not be
saved," the official said.

Jashpur Collector Ravi
Mittal said the district ad-
ministration will extend
every possible assistance to
the family of the deceased.
Earlier, a woman Kabbadi
player who had suffered in-
juries during a match held
as part of the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
in Kondagaon district died
at a hospital in Raipur on
October 15. Besides, a 32-
year-old man who was crit-
ically injured during a
match in Raigarh district
died on October 11.

Varanasi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A Varanasi court on
Thursday rejected
Gyanvapi Masjid commit-
tee's objection to a petition
seeking right to worship
'Shivling' claimed to have
been found in the mosque
complex and fixed
December 2 for hearing
the case.

Fast-track court Judge
Mahendra Kumar Pandey
found the petition filed by
Kiran Singh worth hear-
ing and fixed December 2
for taking up the matter,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Sulabh Prakash said.

The court rejected the
objection filed by
Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee ques-
tioning maintainability of
the Singh's plea.

The mosque committee
had objected to the plea cit-
ing the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act,
1991. The Act states that
the religious character of
any place of worship as it
existed on August 15, 1947,
must be maintained.

Prakash said lawyers of
the Hindu side argued that
Waqf Act is not applicable
to them. The fast-track
court had on Monday post-
poned its judgement on
the matter till November
17. After hearing the argu-
ments of both the sides to

the dispute, the court had,
on October 27, reserved its
order on the suit for
November 8. As the judge
was on leave on November
8 the matter was posted for
November 14.

On May 24, plaintiff
Kiran Singh, general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Vedic
Sanatan Sangh, filed the
suit in the Varanasi dis-
trict court, seeking a ban
on the entry of Muslims
into the Gyanvapi com-
plex, handing over of the
complex to the Sanatan
Sangh and permission to
offer prayers to the
'Shivling'. On May 25,
District Judge A K
Vishvesh had ordered the
transfer of the suit to the
fast-track court.

New Delhi Nov 17 (PTI): 

India's space pro-
gramme will soar into
new skies on Friday when
the country's first private-
ly developed rocket,
Vikram-S would be
launched by the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) from
its spaceport in
Sriharikota, about 115
kms from Chennai.

Decks have been
cleared for the four-year-
old startup Skyroot
Aerospace to make the
maiden launch of its
Vikram-S rocket, marking
the foray of private sector
into the country's space
industry, dominated by
the state-run ISRO for

decades. Skyroot
Aerospace has become the
first private company in
India to give wings to the
Indian space programme,
after the sector was

opened to private players
by the Centre in 2020.

The lift off of the first
Vikram-S rocket has been
scheduled at 11.30 am
with clear weather paving
the way for the launch as
against the earlier
planned November 15.

Vikram-S will soar to an
altitude of 81 km after its
launch from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre.
The launch vehicle has
been named so as a trib-
ute to the father of Indian
Space programme, the
late Vikram Sarabhai.

The Mission titled
'Prarambh' (the begin-
ning) would carry three
payloads belonging to two
domestic customers and a
foreign client.

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

In a setback to AAP
leader Satyendar Jain, a
Delhi court on Thursday
denied bail to him two oth-
ers in a money laundering
case, saying he was "prima
facie" involved in conceal-
ing the "proceeds of
crime".

On the two co-accused --
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain -- Special Judge Vikas
Dhull said they "knowing-
ly" assisted Jain in con-
cealing the proceeds of
crime and were "prima
facie guilty" of money
laundering.

The court said "prima

facie" Jain was "actually
involved in concealing the
proceeds of crime by giv-
ing cash to the Kolkata-
based entry operators and
thereafter, bringing the
cash into three compa-
nies... against the sale of
shares to show that in-
come of these three com-
panies was untainted one."

"By this process, the pro-
ceeds of crime to the tune
of 1/3rd of Rs 4.61 crore
has been laundered. Apart
from that, Jain has also
used the same modus
operandi to convert his
proceeds of crime of Rs 15
lakh by receiving accom-
modation entries from
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators in his company by
the name of J J Ideal
Estate Pvt Ltd," the court
noted.

Ranchi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Thursday claimed that the
allegations leveled against
him in a mining case are
"baseless".

Addressing reporters be-
fore leaving for the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) office in Ranchi, where
he is set to face questioning
in connection with the mat-
ter, Soren claimed that he
was a "victim of conspiracy"
by the Opposition. "The cen-
tral agency should level alle-
gations only after a detailed
investigation into the mat-
ter," he said. The ED sum-
moned Soren at its regional
office here for interrogation
in a money laundering case
linked to alleged illegal min-

ing in the state. The agency
has said it has "identified"
proceeds of crime relating
to illegal stone mining in the
state to the tune of Rs 1,000
crore till now. Soren, talking
to reporters, said, "If we cal-
culate the yearly revenue
from stone chips mining, it
would not touch Rs 1,000
crore. How they estimated
the figure is beyond under-
standing. I am going to ED
office and want to see how
they arrived at that figure." 

Mumbai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court on Thursday ex-
tended till December 19 its
earlier order directing the
Income Tax department to
not take any coercive ac-
tion against Reliance
ADAG group chairman
Anil Ambani on a show
cause notice seeking to
prosecute him under the
Black Money Act.

The order was extended
by a division bench of
Justices S V
Gangapurwala and S G
Dige after the Income Tax
department sought more
time to file its affidavit in
response to Ambani's peti-
tion challenging the no-
tice. When the petition
came up for hearing for

the first time on
September 26, the HC had
granted time till
November 17 to the tax de-
partment to file its affi-
davit and had asked it to
not take any coercive ac-
tion against Ambani till
then. On Thursday, the de-
partment sought further
time, following which the
bench adjourned the mat-
ter till December 19. The
court also said its earlier
order (of no coercive ac-
tion) would continue till
then. The I-T department
had issued a notice to
Ambani on August 8, 2022,
for allegedly evading Rs
420 crore in taxes on
undisclosed funds worth
more than Rs 814 crore
held in two Swiss bank ac-
counts.

Mumbai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A special CBI court here
on Thursday acquitted
gangster Chhota Rajan
and three others in a 2009
double murder case.

Special judge A M Patil
acquitted them for lack of
evidence, holding that the
prosecution failed to prove
the case beyond "reason-
able doubt".

It also could not prove
the conspiracy connected
to Rajan, the judge added.

The others who were ac-
quitted are Mohmmad Ali
Sheikh, Umaid Shaikh
and Pranay Rane.

As per the prosecution,
in July 2009 Sahid Gulam
Hussain, alias Chhote
Miya was shot by two men
on the footpath in
Nagpada area of south
Mumbai.

While escaping from the
spot, the assailants also
shot three others. Chhote
Miyan and Sayeed Arshad
succumbed to their in-
juries. During investiga-
tion, police arrested Rane,
who allegedly disclosed
the roles of the other ac-
cused. Rajan, however, will
not walk out of prison as
he is facing trials in sever-
al other cases. He has been
convicted in the journalist
J Dey murder case.

‘Social media used
to raise terror funds’

NIA Director General Dinkar
Gupta addresses a press 

conference regarding the third
edition of 'No Money for

Terror' conference, at National
Media Centre in New Delhi,

Thursday.

FIR against Ajit Jogi’s daughter-in-law 
̈ Over cancellation

of ST certificate

Richa Jogi

Section 10 of the SC, ST, OBC
Act provides that when a cer-
tificate is cancelled, the per-
son obtaining the certificate
shall be punished with rigor-
ous imprisonment for "a
term which shall not be less
than three months but which
may extend to two years"
along with a fine between Rs
2,000 to 20,000.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Richa Jogi in a state-
ment said the FIR showed
that the Congress govern-
ment was nervous about her
party's scheduled foot-
march. "I will challenge the
FIR in the court and will not
bow down before the
Congress government. The FIR
is an attempt to stop me from
attending 'Jogi Jan Adhikar
Padyatra' and it shows fear of
the Congress government as
our party is getting huge
response," she said.

Quantum of 
pinishment...

‘Will challenge 
FIR in court’

2009 DOUBLE MURDER CASE

Chhota Rajan
acquitted 

GYANVAPI MOSQUE CASE

Court dismisses Muslim plea
against Shivling worship

̈ To hear case 
on Dec 2 ̈ 3rd such death

since Oct

MATTER OF CONCERN

Kabaddi player dies after
injury during match

SETBACK TO AAP 

Satyendar Jain denied bail
̈ Court says ‘prima

facie’ concealed
‘proceeds of crime’

‘ILLEGAL’ MINING CASE

‘Charges against me baseless’

BLACK MONEY ACT NOTICE

HC relief for Anil Ambani

VOTER AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

Students create a 'rangoli' to spread voting awareness ahead of upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad, Thursday. 

India’s first privately developed
rocket set to soar today

Hemant Soren
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Bhilai, Nov 17:

Bhilai Maitri College or-
ganised the program
“Pahuna Ke Sangh
Chhattisgarhiya Rang” the
other day. The program
was celebrated in lieu of
22nd Rajyotsav celebration
of Chhattisgarh, in which
intercollegiate competi-
tions like Solo Folk Dance,
Group Folk Dance, and
quiz were organised. In the
inaugural session of the
program, Shashi Sinha
“Mayor” Risali Nagar
Nigam was the chief guest
and Rajni Rajak Lok Kala,
In-charge (BSP) was the
special guest. The program
started by lighting the
lamp in front of Goddess
Saraswati then the princi-
pal of the college Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil gave
welcome speech in honour
of the guests. Solo and
group dances were pre-
sented by the B Ed stu-
dents in the program.
Mayor Shashi Sinha
praised a lot about the sub-
ject and told that the art
and culture of
Chhattisgarh has its own
importance in the whole of

India and gives us special
place. Special guest Rajni
Rajak, Pandwani folk
music artist with her
charming Chhattisgarhi
speaking and singing en-
thralled everyone with her
unique presentation and
style of speech. In the clos-
ing session of this cultural
program, Chief Guest Dr
Aruna Palta Vice
Chancellor, Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg
graced with her presence
while Dr Prashant
Shrivastava, Dean,
Student Welfare per-
formed the role of special
guest. The trainees of the
college displayed their en-
thusiasm by putting up an
exhibition at various
stalls. The famous festivals
of Chhattisgarh, regional
dance, instruments, folk

crafts, costumes, Kaleva
tribe jewellery, freedom
fighters, along with
Krishiyantra, especially
Chhattisgarh’s Char
Chinhari, Narwa, Garwa
Ghurwa and Bari were de-
picted vividly. Vice-
Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
highly appreciated the ex-
hibition and told how such
stalls can become a means
of earning a living. In her
speech, she praised the
program organized and en-
couraged the youth while
Dr Prashant Shrivastava
also encouraged the
trainees to stay connected
by participating in such
programs. In concluding
remarks MECA Director S
Sajeev’s encouraging
speech infused new energy
in all the staff members
and trainees of the institu-

tion. President, Rajam
Sudhakaran presented the
emblem in honour of all
the guests. Dr Richa
Jyotindra and Trilok
Chowdhary were invited
as jury. First place in solo
dance competition was
bagged by Sonal Tiwari
( S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya), second
place by Neha Mimte
(Shriram College
Rajnandgaon) and third
place by Annapurna
(Sanskar City College,
Rajnandgaon). In group
dance competition first
prize was bagged by Bhilai
Maitri College, second
place by Prism School of
Education and third place
by Apollo College who
were honoured by Vice-
Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
and Dr Prashant

Srivastava. Also, an incen-
tive amount of 1500/- was
provided by the Vice
Chancellor for the special
group dance presentation
of the Bhilai Maitri
College. Rajam
Sudhakaran, President
MECA, Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Principal, Maitri
Vidya Niketan and

Director MECA, S
Sajeev and S Sajan,
Directors MECA, Dr
Beena Sajeev and Nishi
Sajan, members of MECA
made a very important
contribution in planning
and successfully executing
the entire program. On the
success of the program,
they congratulated
Principal Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil, Program
Coordinator Dr Shalini
Verma; organizing com-
mittee, Sadhana Tiwari,
Dr Tomeshwari Banchhor,
Nutan Dubey and the en-
tire faculty team of Bhilai
Maitri College as well as
motivated them to organ-
ise such programs in the
future. Vote of thanks was
given by Dr Shalini Verma
and the program ended
with the national anthem.

Bhilai Maitri College organises ‘Pahuna Ke Sangh Chhattisgarhiya Rang’

Bhilai, Nov 17: The Chief
Executive Officer of
Chhattisgarh State Wakf
Board has urged the peo-
ple not to believe on ru-
mours and fake messages
which state that Wakf
Board has claimed almost
half of the land of Durg
city. In a press commu-
niqué, Wakf Board CEO
requested the people to
have faith in the adminis-
tration and judicial sys-
tem. He clarified that the
Wakf Board has not
claimed any land nor is it
encroaching the rights of
any person. It was clari-
fied in the press release
that in the case of Durg
District, Wakf Board has
basically made the appli-
cation for updating the
revenue records of 03
mosques, 03 graveyards

and 01 Eidgah. Due to ban-
dobast in district Durg, the
renumbering of Khasras
has been done. By filing a
mutation application in
the Court of Tehsildar, the
reports are received from
Patwari/RI etc and the
revenue record is updated
after knowing the correct
Khasra number of the
land. When the applica-
tion is filed in the Tehsil
Court, all the concerned
persons of that khasra
number would have been
invited and everyone’s rev-
enue records and khasra
numbers would have been
updated. In this way every
concerned person would
be benefited. The Wakf
Board is not carrying out
the process of removing
encroachments or acquir-
ing land. This is evident

from the fact that the
Masjid /Kabristan /
Eidgah are located at its
place and the concerned
persons are also there at
the old Khasra Number.

Wakf Board CEO assert-
ed that they are trying to
update the records after
the renumbering in Misal
Bandobast and no action
has been taken to acquire
any land or remove any-
one from the land.

It is ridiculous that half
of the land of Durg City is
being claimed by the Wakf
Board. The Wakf Board is
in the process of updating
only 13.69 acres of land of
07 Wakf properties in the
revenue records of Durg
district. The misleading
information and rumours
were an attempt to spoil
the atmosphere of the city.

Do not believe in land claim rumours
and fake messages, urges Wakf Board

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177:: Some illegal
occupants identified as Shakeel
Ahmed, Pyaru, Mohd Qureshi
and Vandana Puranik had cap-
tured BSP land and made illegal
construction in front of Higher
Secondary School Ruabandha.
Illegal occupation / construc-
tion have been done on the
land. The Enforcement Section
of the Town Administration
Department was authorized to
execute the decree passed by
the Estate Court and take
action against the illegal occu-
pants. In compliance with the
order of the Estate Court, The

Enforcement Squad of BSP on
October 20, 2022 had visited
the site along with the
Executive Magistrate, Police
Force and Municipal
Corporation team for action. As
the illegal occupants sought a
time of 10 days citing the rea-

son for the Diwali festival, the
Enforcement Squad returned
that day. On Thursday, the evic-
tion proceedings against the
illegal occupants were conduct-
ed by the team of Enforcement
Section (at 11.30 am) in the
presence of Policemen of

Kotwali Police Station and
Executive Magistrate
Satyendra Shukla. As per the
decree order, the encroach-
ment / construction on the BSP
land by 03 illegal occupants
were sealed in the condition as
it is. Action has not been taken

due to a pending case at High
Court filed by other occupant
Mohammad Qureshi. Any kind
of goods / items was not seized
during the proceedings and a
Panchnama of the proceedings
was prepared as per the rules.
The action to remove the illegal
encroachment on the land was
done after marking the land as
per the records. Some illegal
encroachers tried to interrupt
the eviction proceedings but
the police force managed to
control the situation. About 70
officers of Enforcement
Section, Land Section and Civil
Services personnel conducted
the proceedings. Action
against land mafia and illegal
occupants will continue in
future as well.

BSP takes action against
encroachers and land mafia
 Executes decree

passed on 07/10/2022

by Estate Court

Bhilai, Nov 16:

A state level painting
competition was organised
on November 14 by POW-
ERGRID, at its 400/200 KV
Substation premises,
Kumhari in association
with Bureau of Energy
Efficiency under the aegis
of Ministry of Power,
Government of India.
School student selected
from entire Chhattisgarh
in two categories i.e.,
Group A for 5th, 6th and 7th
Standard and group B for
8th, 9th, and 10th standard
participated in the competi-
tion. POWERGRID is the
nodal agency and has been
entrusted to conduct the
painting competition for
the state of Chhattisgarh.
Sunil Kumar Jain, Special
Secretary, School
Education was the chief
guest of the function along

with other luminaries,
Ujjawala Baghel, MD,
CSPTCL, Sanjeev Jain,
Advisor CREDA, Ashok
Kumar Mishra, Assistant
Commissioner (Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan) dis-
tinguished artist were pres-
ent on the occasion. S
Ravindra Kumar, ED-WR-I
POWERGRID presided
over the function. The
event started with Indian
tradition of lamp lighting

ceremony. At the outset, Raj
Kishore Das, Nodal Officer,
Painting Competition
Chhattisgarh spoke about
the objective of the event
and welcomed all distin-
guished guests. Henceforth,
S Ravindra Kumar ED-WR-
I while presiding over the
function gave introduction
of POWERGRID and its
role in nation building, par-
ticularly in the state of
Chhattisgarh. He also

spoke about energy conser-
vation and motivated stu-
dents to conserve energy to-
wards building at devel-
oped India by 2022.

Ashok Kumar Mishra,
Assistant Commissioner
KVS also spoke about en-
ergy conservation  and
importance of paintings
and its forms of expres-
sion. Sanjeev Jain
Advisor CREDA motivat-
ed the participants to go

for renewable sources of
energy. Finally, Ujjwala
Baghel, MD CSPTCL en-
couraged young partici-
pants to use alternate
sources of energy in their
day to day activity and em-
phasised on the impor-
tance of inculcating habit
of painting in youngsters
and also about theme of
the event i.e., energy con-
servation. DEO Durg was
adjudged as the best
District Education officer
of Chhattisgarh. At the
state level painting compe-
tition on Energy
Conservation at Power
Grid premises, two hours
on the spot painting com-
petition was held in two
categories i.e. Group A,
Group B. First, second
and third prizes included
a cash award of Rs 50,000/-
, 30,000/- and 20,000/- re-
spectively. In category A

the winners were 1st and
2nd Shasthi Rugra and
Aparna Sahu respectively
both from Mothers
Muskan Public School
Raipur and third prize to
Aayush Sahu, Krishna
Public School, Durg; in
category B Sameer Verma
of The Aditya Birla Public
School, Hirmi stood first,
Yukti Sethi of Holy Cross
SS School, Kapa, Raipur
second and Manjari Gupta
of Bharatiya Bhavan RK
Sardha Mandir stood
third. Prize winners of
both category A and B of
State Level Painting com-
petition will participate in
the National Level
Painting Competition
which is scheduled to be
held at New Delhi on
December 11, 2022. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Dr Shruti Tiwari, Deputy
Manager, POWERGRID.

Bhilai, Nov 17:

It was never easy to
make a mark and prove
yourself in the field of
arts, especially in the film
world. Multitalented Actor
Mayank Parakh, who hails
from Rajnandgaon city,
not only proved his mettle
in the field of arts, but has
also succeeded to establish
a distinct identity in the
entertainment industry.

Born in a joint Jain fam-
ily of Rajnandgaon,
Mayank Parakh is work-
ing in the field of stand up
comedy and acting. He is
also inclined towards
music. To pursue his pas-
sion for acting, Mayank
gave up his secured job of
civil engineering at L&T
Constructions. With his
talent and hard work, he is
succeeding to establish
himself in the film world.
During his initial journey
in the entertainment in-

dustry, he has become a
part of big films and web
series. His Hindi web se-
ries Lakhoon Mein Ek,
which was released on
Amazon Prime, brought
him fame with the charac-
ter of Bala. Mayank start-
ed getting good offers after
the success of this web se-
ries. His journey in the
film world began with
Telugu action / thriller
movie Goodachari. After
playing the character of
Caleb Mathew in another

Telugu movie - Wild Dog
with superstar Nagarjuna,
the doors of Telugu film
industry were opened for
him. In this film, he played
the role of an NIA agent.
His character was highly
appreciated. After this, he
played Umar, an inmate of
Kurur Jail in the Hotstar
web series Parampara
Season 2. His character as
Hussain in the Modern
Love Series on Amazon
was highly appreciated.

Recently his Telugu film
Yashoda, starring
Samantha Ruth Prabhu in
lead role, has been re-
leased which is playing in
cinemas now. In this
movie, he played the role
of the villain Nagu. The
film is based on a medical
scam and is enticing the
audience. Mayank is very
excited about his upcom-
ing four films and two web
series, which will be re-
leased soon. For the time
being, he urged the resi-
dents of Rajnandgaon to
watch Yashoda film in the-
atres and encourage him
to work better.

Actor Mayank Parakh making
a mark in the film world

 Four movies and
two web series to
be released soon

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177::  

Bank of Baroda (Bank), one
of India’s leading public sector
banks, today announced that it
is reducing its home loan inter-
est rates by 25 basis points
(bps) to 8.25% p.a. with effect
from November 14, 2022 for a
limited period. 

This is one of the lowest and
most competitive home loan
interest rates in the industry.
This special rate is available
till December 31, 2022. In addi-
tion to the 25 bps discount on
the rate of interest, the Bank is
also waiving off processing
charges.

The new rate beginning at
8.25% p.a. is available for bor-
rowers applying for fresh
home loans as well as on bal-
ance transfers. This special
rate is linked to a borrower’s

credit profile (CIBIL SCORE).
Key features of Bank of Baroda
Home Loans includes - Interest
rates starting at 8.25% p.a. for
a limited period; Zero process-
ing charges; Takeover of home
loans with minimum documen-
tation; Flexible tenure up to
360 months; No Pre-pay-
ment/Part-payment charges;
Door step service at major
centres; Avail Digital Home
Loans with quick approval in
just a few steps. 

To apply for a Bank of
Baroda Home Loan, applicants
can walk in to any of Bank of
Baroda’s branches across
India. Customers can also
apply online at
https://www.bankofbaroda.in/
p e r s o n a l - b a n k i n g
/loans/home-loan and get an
in-principle approval within
minutes.

BoB reduces Home Loan
Interest Rates by 25 bps to
8.25% for a limited period

State Level Painting Competition on Energy Conservation at POWERGRID 

Bhilai, Nov 17: 

In Bhilai, the puppets,
which have been enticing
children for the last 20
years, also danced on
Children’s Day. Universal
Puppet Theatre that has
been a pioneer in provid-
ing educational and
awareness-based enter-
tainment conducted pup-
pet shows throughout the
day to mark the birth an-
niversary of Chacha
Nehru. In the morning,
children enjoyed the pup-
pet show at Krishna
Public School in Utai for
one and a half hours. In
the afternoon there was a
puppet show at Shivam

Education Society Raipur.
It was performed at Mile
Stone School in Bhilai in
the evening. Thousands of
children took part and en-
joyed these shows.

Puppet show was in-
formative in an entertain-

ing way and covered a
wide range of awareness
themes such as health and
hygiene, cleanliness,
avoiding fast food, respect
for teacher, hand washing
etc. Vibhash Upadhyay,
Anita Upadhyay, Lal Babu
and Prahlad Kamde oper-
ated the puppets. The pop-
ularity of the show could
be judged from the fact
that many schools also
wanted puppet shows to
be conducted but due to
time constraints

Universal Puppet Theatre
could not fulfill their de-
mand. Stories from
Panchatantra were told
through traditional
Rajasthani thread pup-
pets, rod puppets and
hand puppets. Elephant,
Doraemon, Duck,
Dumpling, Angry Bird,
Doctor Pikachu etc. gave
good education through
story telling method.
There were quite a num-
ber of children but they
sat quietly in their seats

and watched the puppet
show. Director Vibhash
Upadhyay said that such
shows will continue to
happen in future as well
and children will be given
educational entertain-
ment.

Children introduced to the ancient art of puppetry
 Three puppet

shows on

Children’s Day

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177:: The inaugural
ceremony of the National
Library Week celebrations was
organised at St Thomas
College. Dr Sapna Sharma,
Head of the Department of
Commerce welcomed the
gathering & highlighted the
importance of libraries in
keeping reading habits alive so
that future generations would
be able to express themselves
in writing.

Chief Guest of the occasion
Dr MG Roymon, Principal, St
Thomas College, unveiled the
logo of the Central Library that
depicted its commitment to
motivate students towards
achieving their pinnacle of
success. He appreciated the
initiative of the library com-
mittee & expressed his opti-
mism about sparking a
renewed interest in reading
through such activities. He

emphasized the valuable role
played by libraries & librarians
in transforming lives and
strengthening communities.
Various contests have been
organised by the Central
Library of the college through-
out the week to celebrate the
occasion & foster the spirit of
learning among the youth. Dr
Jyoti Bakshi, Head of the
Department of Botany shared
the programme schedule and
the rules that must be adhered
to by the contestants. She also
exhorted students from all dis-

ciplines to participate in large
numbers in the activities. The
function culminated with the
vote of thanks proposed by
Ritu Biswas, Librarian of the
Central Library of the institu-
tion. She acknowledged the
fact that the expansion of
libraries through digital
resources has enabled them to
serve society better than in the
past. However, she asseverat-
ed that digital libraries cannot
ever overshadow traditional
libraries and their ambience in
pursuit of knowledge.

Inauguration of National Library
Week at St Thomas College
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Prashant, Kartik, Prabhat into quarters of Squash championship

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1177::  Prashant
Agrawal defeated Darshan
Parekhh with the score of 15-17,
11-6,11-5 and 11-8 in the pre
quarter final match in the Men’s
category in the Chhattisgarh
State-level Squash champi-
onship being organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Squash Association (CSA) at

Municipal Corporation  Squash
complex here on Thursday.

Similarly, Kartik Soni, Didik
Karkashe, Prabhat Minj,
Animesh Parmar, Rahul Sahu,
Keshav Kumar Jalshatriya and
Harikrishnan won their match-
es.

In the Women’s category
matches, Shoumya Yadu and

Snehashri Panda won their
matches whereas in the Girls
Under 15 quarter final matches,
Pawani Sahu, Prakriti
Chandrakar and Yogita Thakur
won their matches to advance
ahead in the tournament.

In the Boys Under 11 catego-
ry matches, Atharva Trivedi,
Vedarth Dani, Jayavardhan
Singh, Shivam Tiwari won
matches to enter into quarters.

In the Boys Under 13 catego-
ry matches, Manas Dewangan,
Divyansh Agrawal, Divyam
Upadhayaya and Reyansh
Kulsheshtra entered into semi-
final. CSA Vice President Manoj
Kumar Agrawal provided the
above information in a state-
ment issued here.

Strengthening rural economy through RIPA: CM
AAmmbbaaggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  1177::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel went to
Chhuria and Chilhati in the Khujji
Assembly constituency and met
with the people. He said to the
officials at the very first meeting
that good work should be done at
the ground level. A complaint
concerning tendupatta payment
came yesterday. Within 8 days,
complete data will be collected
from each tendupatta collector,
and an investigation will be com-
pleted.

Chief Minister stated that
there was also a complaint of
water problem for which infor-
mation was obtained from offi-
cials. We are constantly
strengthening the rural economy

through initiatives such as the
Rural Industrial Park (RIPA).
Paddy procurement began on
November 1st this year and
Arhar, Udad, and Moong will also
be procured this time.

In his appeal for donation of
leftover of paddy husk from the
farms known as ‘paradan’, Chief
Minister stated that it is ideal for
the earth and stay cattle housed
in the ‘Gouthans’ and would save

the environment from pollution
as well.

In reply to a question, the
Chief Minister stated that the
formation of a district has led to
the speedy construction of dis-
trict-level infrastructure. All
facilities will be available soon.
On the issue of reservations, the
Chief Minister stated that the
reservation-related provisions in
the constitution shall be given to

everyone.
On the other hand, in response

to a query about the conserva-
tion of the Shivnath river, the
Chief Minister stated that we feel
the river should remain perennial
since work is being done to revi-
talize it. The river’s flow should
be maintained. Narva Yojana is
providing swift recharge. The
environment will be just fine, he
added. CM Baghel stated that
people are pleased with the pro-
grams implemented for tribals.
Even in small towns, bike show-
rooms are now opening. A road is
necessary if there is a bike. There
is no longer any opposition to the
road. He stated that people’s
attitudes have transformed.

People have found work. The
DANEX factory in Dantewada
employs 1500 workers. I was told
at Katekalyan that Mahuva peo-
ple gather through the net. She
wants to go to England and see
what they do with it. How strong
is their confidence, CM added.
CM said that people ask for
Atmanand School and  Banks and
there are so many programs that
money comes from various
schemes through DBT, and con-
sumers are frequently surprised.
Naxalism has weakened as a
result. CM Baghel said that the
tribal population of the state is
happy and satisfied with the wel-
fare schemes of the state gov-
ernment.

Big blow to ex-CM over the face on which
BJP would contest next VS polls: CM

Raipur, Nov 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on his return from Kanker
commenting upon ex-CM
Dr Raman Singh’s state-
ment said that earlier
when the ex-BJP State in-
Charge Purandheshwari
used to say, he (Raman)
does not used to believe
and now he is saying that
they would contest the
next VS poll on PM Modi’s
name and identity.
Terming it as a big blow in
gentle manner to ex-CM,
Baghel said that it is the
same reason that he is
making such statements
now. Last when ex-CM
Raman Singh was touring
all alone, at that time also
the organization did not
believed it to be correct

and with such statement
coming after tour of RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat
clearly indicates that Dr
Raman Singh has started
packing his bags, he
added.

Commenting upon RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat
statement that 40000 yrs
back DNA of all was the
same, CM questioned as to
why he is having so much
of hatred on this? CM
questioned as to why RSS
chief is appointed from a
privileged and upper caste
in particular only and why
not a person from Dalit or
a tribal community given
a chance to represent RSS?

Baghel said that it is copy-
ing Congress party’s Sewa
Dal that RSS has been
formed. The issues to
which RSS is now raising
has been raised by
Congress people long way
back, be it Lord Shri Ram,
cow, or ‘swadeshi’. In all
the cases, they (BJP and
RSS) are just copying
Congress.

To the demand of CM
Delhi Arvind Kejriwal to
the Election Commission
to remove photographs of
PM Modi from govern-
ment offices, saying that it
violates model code of
conduct, CM Baghel
termed it as state of his

(Kejriwal’s) mental bank-
ruptcy. Baghel said that at
one place he contest elec-
tions wearing Gandhi’s
cap and when he wins the
Punjab’s election,
Gandhiji’s photos are
missing and photos of
Sardar Vallabh Bhai and
Bhagat Singh are placed.
Going against the ideology
of both the main political
parties, Kejriwal wants
photo of Lord Ganesha
and Laxmi in the India
currency and this clearly
shows his mental status
and should first confirm to
which ideology be be-
lieves, Baghel demanded.

About denial by the cen-
tral government to refund
the Pension’s fund of the
employees from the state
after letter by CM Baghel
to the PM, CM Baghel said
that since it the fund of
the state government em-
ployees, they would defi-
nitely take it back and give
it to the employees.

Cong’s Savitri, BJP’s Netam
file nominations 

KKaannkkeerr,,  NNoovv  1177:: The candi-
dates of the ruling Congress
and opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party filed nomina-
tions on Thursday, the last
day, for the December 5
Bhanupratappur Assembly
by-election in Chhattisgarh.

The seat, reserved for
Scheduled Tribes, falls in
Kanker district of the
Maoist-affected Bastar divi-
sion.

Congress’s Savitri
Mandavi, the wife of the

deceased incumbent MLA
Manoj Singh Mandavi, was
accompanied by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
state Congress chief Mohan
Markam and other senior
leaders as she filed her
papers.

People of Bhanupratappur
have vowed to ensure
Mandavi’s victory by a
record margin, Baghel said.

The BJP has lost all four
by-polls held in the state
after the 2018 Assembly
polls and this time too it will
taste defeat, the CM said.
BJP nominee Brahmanand
Netam also filed his nomina-

tion on Thursday. He was
accompanied by former
chief minister Raman Singh,
state BJP chief Arun Sao,
BJP MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
and other leaders.

As many as 39 candidates
have filed their nominations
for the Bhanupratappur
bypoll.

The byelection became
necessary after the death of
Congress MLA and deputy
speaker of the Assembly
Manoj Singh Mandavi (58)
due to a heart attack on
October 16 this year.

He had represented
Bhanupratappur assembly

segment three times; was
first elected as a legislator
in 1998 in undivided Madhya
Pradesh.

A prominent tribal leader
from northern Bastar, he
had also served as minister
of state for home and pris-
ons during the Ajit Jogi-led
Congress government in the
state between 2000 and
2003.

Savitri Mandavi (56)
recently quit her job as a
government school teacher
after deciding to stand for
the election.

Brahmanand Netam is a
former MLA.

For Bhanupratapur
Assembly by-poll 

Issues raised by
RSS have been
raised by Cong long
way back

Adarsh International School organises Science Exhb and Anand Mela
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 17: Science
Exhibition and Anand
Mela was organized at
Adarsh International
School, by the name
“FESTIVISTA” , a fest full
of knowledge, fun and
enjoyment with attrac-
tions like art, craft, sci-
ence & state exhibitions
& food stalls . President
of Raipur Kerala
Samajam, Mr. VG Shashi
Kumar, inaugurated the
exhibition by cutting the
ribbon and lighting the
lamp at 9:00 am. Students
from class 1st to 12th con-
ducted the exhibition on

the basis of art and cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh in-
cluding different depart-

ments of science. Mainly
the horror zone created
in the school premises re-

ceived a lot of apprecia-
tion from the visitors.

The chief guest, along

with Principal Jasveer
Sarkar, inspected each
model and exhibition
and encouraged the ef-
forts of the students and
teachers. After that,
everyone along with the
parents enjoyed the
Anand Mela, in which
traditional dishes of
Chhattisgarh were pre-
pared by the teachers and
students. Some other
dishes were arranged
along with it. The main
objective of the program
was to inform the stu-
dents and visitors about
the culture, tradition and
traditional cuisine of
Chhattisgarh.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrated

with endless nationalistic fervor

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 17 The mag-
nificent programme was
presided by the Honble,
member of Parliament
Raipur Constituency
Sunil Soni as the chief
Guest. Dr. Programme in-
charge Sanjay Joshi,
Dansing Dewangan as
Programme co-ordinatior,
Kedar Gupta, Rajeev
Chaturvedi, Brajesh
Singh Thakur, Priyanka
were the distinguished
dignitaries   on the occa-
sion. Dr Archana Mishra
Principal KPS, Sarona,
Dr.Rakesh Mishra
Director KPS, Sarona and
A p a r n a T r i p a t h i
Academic Director, KPS,
Sarona extended floral
welcome to the galaxy of
guests.

The programme com-

menced with the  lamp
lighting before the por-
trait of goddess Maa
Saraswati the  by the Chief
Guest followed by the tra-
ditional Chhattisgarhi
welcome song of the stu-
dents.The Chief guest in
his speech stated that
“Azadi ka
AmritMahotsav” marked
its official beginning on
12th March 2021.The 75th
Anniversary of
Independence Day is
counted from 15th August
1947 to 15th August 2022.
The grandeur of the pro
reveals that near about164
schools in Raipur cele-
brated Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. KPS Sarona  or-
ganized various spectacu-
lar colorful patriotic pro-
grammes  to celebrate the
grand occasion. ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ The slogan by
Honorable Prime minister
made it a public move-
ment in India.

Sanjay Joshi told that it
was influenced by the fa-

mous Dandi march partic-
ipated by eighty persons
only. Students council of
KPS Sarona presented an
impressive march past. A
colorful cultural pro-
gramme was showcased
by Krishna Music College.
Chief guest interacted
with the members of the
students council. He
quenched the thirst of
questions by giving apt
replies to those. Neat dis-
play of pictures portraits
and slogans mesmerized
all the top brass digni-
taries.

Dr. ArchanaMishra
Principal KPS, Sarona ap-
preciated the painstaking
efforts of the students
council members to make
this event successful one.
She also extended a vote of
thanks to all the digni-
taries who attended the
programme to make it a
memorable one and being
the source of inspiration
to the students of KPS,
Sarona.

Special awareness program 
on stress management 

Raipur, Nov 17: A one-
day special workshop on
Stress Management was
organised by the
Department of Commerce
and Management of Mats
University, Raipur. The
program was organised at
Mats University’s (Impact
Centre), Jubilee Hall,
Pandri, Raipur. Dr. Dilip
Nalge, M.D. currently
working as professor at
R.D. Memorial Ayurvedic
Medical College and
Hospital, Bhopal was the
main speaker on the pro-
gramme. He  told the stu-
dents how to keep their
mind calm and concentrat-
ed in their hectic life, so
that we can achieve suc-

cess by setting our goals.
Head of Department Prof.
Dr. Umesh Gupta continu-
ously inspired the stu-
dents and professors to or-
ganize such events.

Chancellor of Mats
University Mr. Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor -
Prof. (Dr.) K. P. Yadav, Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Deepika Dhand, Director

General Mr. Priyesh
Pagaria, Registrar Mr.
Gokulananda Panda con-
gratulated the department
and wished the students a
bright future.

BALCO conducted felicitation ceremony in commemoration of Children’s Day

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  ((KKoorrbbaa)),,  NNoovv  1177::
Bharat Aluminium Company
Limited (BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and a sub-
sidiary of Vedanta Aluminium,
celebrated Children’s Day with
great verve and fervor, under the
aegis of its project ‘Connect’ in
partnership with Sarthak Jan
Vikas Sansthan. 

The event featured celebra-
tion of young minds and their
exemplary achievements in aca-
demics through felicitation cere-
monies conducted at five differ-
ent intervention schools namely,

Govt. Secondary School,
Rumgara, Adarsh Higher
Secondary School BALCO,
Kanyashala Girls School BALCO,
Govt. Higher Secondary School
Godhi & Govt. Higher Secondary
School PWD, Rampur. During the
felicitation ceremony, the stu-
dents from class 9th -12th stan-
dard in SEMA subjects (Science,
English, Mathematics,
Accountancy) were encouraged
and motivated to continue the
outstanding performance and
were provided with books as a
token of appreciation.

Speaking about BALCO’s
endeavors, Mr. Abhijit Pati, CEO
& Director, BALCO, said, “With
the right skills and education,
our youth can play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India. Through
different interventions in educa-
tion, we aim to support the local
youth, helping them avail oppor-
tunities to learn, and explore
their respective domains of
interest. BALCO believes in
enabling each individual in the
community with the resources
they need to empower them-

selves, and our various commu-
nity development programmes
are aligned to that vision.”

Appreciating the initiative,
Mr. AK Rathore, Principal,
Adarsh Bal Mandir, said, “BALCO
is transforming young lives
through its flagship project
‘Connect’. Ceremonies like these
play an impactful role in boost-
ing the self confidence of stu-
dents along with motivating
them to put their best efforts in
academics.”

Shivani Rathore, a student of
Kanyashala Girls School BALCO,
said, “The felicitation ceremony
was extremely encouraging and
has further bolstered our com-
mitments to excel in our respec-
tive fields.”

Ritu Sahu, a class XI student,
said, “I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to BALCO for
not only supporting us but also
acknowledging our achieve-
ments.”

Project Connect initiated in
the year 2016, is supplementing
the community’s needs for qual-

ity education especially in
Science, English, Mathematics
and Accountancy (SEMA)
through field instructors and vol-
unteers from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The Project mainly
focuses on improving the learn-
ing environment in government
schools by working on improving
students’ grades, capacity build-
ing of teachers and career coun-
selling through employee volun-
teerism. Strengthening students’
academic and extracurricular
performance the project inter-
venes through a four fold strate-
gy of conducting regular classes,
remedial classes, working with
dropout students and organizing
summer and winter camps. The
regular classes have benefitted
over 2500 students through
direct intervention in six govern-
ment schools on SEMA (Science,
English, Math & Accountancy)
subjects. The remedial classes
have benefitted over 200 stu-
dents from neighbouring com-
munities through regular doubt
sessions in evening.

Railways announces pay grade
upgradation for 80,000 field officers

Raipur, Nov 17: Around
80,000 railway employees
facing stagnation in their
jobs now have an opportu-
nity to improve their pay
scale with the national
transporter announcing a
new provision under
which its supervisory
cadre will have a chance to
reach higher pay grades
equivalent to Group A offi-
cers.

Announcing the new
provision on Wednesday,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said there was
stagnation of supervisory
cadre of railway in Level-7
and the scope of their pro-
motion was negligible.

“There was a long pend-
ing demand for upgrada-

tion of supervisory cadre
since the last 16 years. The
only scope of promotion
was selection in 3,712 va-
cancies by giving exam in
Group ‘B’. Now provision
has been made for 50 per
cent people from Level 7 to
go to Level 8.

“Provision has been
made for promotion of 50
per cent people in non
functional grade from

Level-8 to Level 9 in four
years,” he said at a press
conference here.

The move is expected to
benefit 40,000 such super-
visor grade employees like
station masters, ticket
checkers, traffic inspec-
tors, among others whom
the minister described as
“field level workers”.

The push in pay grade
means that everyone will

get an average of Rs 2,500
to Rs 4,000 per month
extra salary.

In SECR more than
7500 employees are to be
benefitted. Out of them
3500 are in headquarters
and Bilaspur Division,
more than 2000 in Raipur
Division and more than
2000 in Nagpur Division.

This will entail a Rs
10,000 crore increase in
the wage bill, but the
minister said the step
will be financially neu-
tral as it will be compen-
sated primarily from the
savings that the railways
has made in its diesel
bill.

This will benefit super-
visors of civil, mechani-
cal, electrical, S&T traffic
chemical and S&T, metal-
lurgical, stores, and com-
mercial departments.

Investigation plays an important role in
sexual crimes against children: Shubhra

Raipur, Nov 17: Under the
guidance of District and
Sessions Judge and
President, District Legal
Services Authority Raipur
Mr. Santosh Sharma and as
per the instructions of
Supreme Court of New
Delhi the  the training and
workshop was organised by
the District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur on
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses Act 2012
(POCSO) and Juvenile
Justice Children’s Care and
Protection Act 2015 at Police
Training Center
Chandkhuri Mrs. Shubhra
Pachauri, Special Judge for
POCSO case, and Mr.
Rakesh Kumar Som,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge, District
Raipur  were present as
chief speakers and trainers
in the event. During the
training by Mrs. Shubhra

Pachauri, Special Judge
POCSO, it was informed
that investigation plays an
important role in sexual
crimes against children be-
cause the loopholes in inves-
tigation provide a chance to
escape for criminals who
commit such crimes. It was
informed by the judge that,
along with the children in
sexual crimes, the investiga-
tion proceedings should be
carried forward by the po-
lice with great sensitivity
and the role of a guardian
should be played tactfully
with the children in collect-
ing the evidence, so that
children can easily provide
information about the inci-
dent that happened to them.

The investigation room
should also be child-friendly
through the Special Police
Unit for children. Mr.
Rakesh Kumar Som,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge (POCSO)
said in his speech that today
in the incident of sexual
crimes against children,
there is only one close or
close person, so the police
should keep these facts in
mind while investigating. It
should be kept in mind that
many times the family
members try to create un-
necessary pressure on the
children to save them. In
such a situation to inform
the court, women and child
development, C.W.C. amd

other organizations cooper-
ations should be taken, so
that the children can be pro-
tected. The Judges gave de-
tailed information on DNA
test, collection of evidence,
proceedings in case of preg-
nancy, protection of wit-
nesses etc. in the training.
In the last speech, Judge
Mrs. Shubhra Pachauri said
that the duty to protect
childhood is on all of us, so
to save childhood from
black shadow like crime, we
all have to bring awareness
in the society together  and
District Legal Services
Authority Raipur is doing
this work in which all
should extend their cooper-
ation.

Benefits of govt schemes should
reach Divyangjan: Bhedia

Raipur, Nov 17: Social
Welfare Minister and
Chairperson of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Handicapped Finance and
Development Corporation,
Mrs Anila Bhendia took a
review meeting of district
managers of the
Corporation at Directorate
of Social Welfare, Mana
Camp, Raipur and gave
necessary guidelines for
empowerment of
Divyangjan. Minister said
that initiative should be
taken to give priority
loans to the disabled for
higher education to make
them self-reliant. Shee also
instructed all districts to
prepare proposals for
opening self-reliance cen-
ters on the lines of self-re-
liance centers operated in
Balod and Dantewada dis-
tricts. Mrs Bhedia asked

the officers to identify
such disabled people who
are not getting the benefits
of government schemes
and make government
schemes accessible to all
disabled people. On this
occasion, Director of
Social Welfare
Department, Mr. Ramesh
Kumar Sharma and
General Manager of
Chhattisgarh Disabled
Finance and Development
Corporation, Mr. Pankaj
Verma were also present.

Mrs. Bhendia said that
loans should be given to
Divyangjans for small
business in the villages
so that they can earn
their livelihood and they

can also repay the loan on
time. She also gave in-
structions to identify dis-
abled people and their
guardians who have not
deposited loans for a long
time and recover loans
from capable people. Mrs.
Bhendia also discussed
about the preparations
for the state level event on
International Day of
Disabled Persons and
gave necessary guide-
lines to the officials. She
also visited the state level
call center operated for
the elderly, disabled and
third gender community
in the directorate and
asked to provide employ-
ment to disabled women

there.
Director, Mr. Ramesh

Kumar Sharma said the
district officials that soft-
ware is being prepared at
the state level, in which
all the districts should
give complete informa-
tion regarding loans by
the end of this month. He
asked to encourage the
Divyangjan to deposit the
loan amount along with
checking the actual iden-
tification and actual rea-
sons for not depositing
the loan. Mr. Sharma said
that before giving the
loan, it is necessary to
check the utility of the
beneficiary and the sta-
tus of the previous loan.
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In KPS Sarona, Raipur

By Mats School of
Business Studies and
Management Studies

7500 in SECR to be
benefitted

Workshop on Care and
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses
Act concludes at Police
Training Center
Chandkhuri

Instructions to give 
priority loan to
Divyangjan for higher
education

“As a result of vigor-
ous persuasions of the
All India Railwaymen’s
Federation (AIRF) with
the Ministry of
Railways as well as
DoP&T and MoF(DoE),
the proposal of the
Railway Board regard-

ing upgradation of pay
scales of supervisors
from erstwhile GP
(grade pay) Rs 4,600 up
to Rs 5,400, has been ap-
proved by the finance
ministry...,” Shiva
Gopal Mishra, general
secretary, AIRF said.

‘AIRF succeeds in efforts’

Tamal  Dutta
Raipur: Saddu resi-

d e n t
T a m a l
Dutta (57)
breathed
his last on
Thursday.
He was fa-

ther of Arijit Dutta and
was residing from be-
ginning in Chirimiri.
His last rites will be
performed on Friday at
M a r w a r i
Crematorium. The fu-
neral procession will be
taken out at 10 am from
his Saddu residence.

OBITUARY



BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  1177::

District Collector Saurabh
Kumar met a large number of
people in the weekly public
meeting organized at the dis-
trict office here and addressed
their grievances and heard 98
cases.The Collector met the vil-
lagers and farmers who came
from far and wide including
the city and one Rajaram resi-
dent of village Binauri of
Tehsil Sakri, demanded com-
pensation for the acquired
land in National Highway No.
130A. 

The Collector handed over
the matter to SDM Takhatpur
while registering the case.
Same way Sandhya Dubey, a
resident of Sarkanda, met the
collector and applied for des-
titute pension and the
Collector instructed the Social
Welfare Department to inves-
tigate the matter. Mr. Durgesh
Kumar, teacher of
Government Primary School
Khaira of Block Kota, demand-
ed for merger ad he informed
that he was appointed as an
education worker on
December 3, 2019, but even
after three years, the merger
has not happened, for which
the Collector has given
instructions to the CEO
District Panchayat to investi-

gate the matter.  Same way,
one Ashok Yadav of village
Niratu of Sakri tehsil applied
for registration of his daughter
in Noni Suraksha Yojana. The
Collector handed over the mat-
ter to the officer of Women and
Child Development
Department. 

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 18,  2022

Kasdol, Nov 17: 

Sportsmanship is very
important in any player
and it should be cultured
with sincerity’,
Gaurishankar Agarwal,
former Speaker of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Vidhansabha and member
of BJP Core Committee,
said the above things
while addressing the play-
ers at the closing ceremo-

ny of Kabaddi competition
organized at Jhabdi Gram
Panchayat of Kasdol de-
velopment block.

He was the Chief Guest
of the closing ceremony
and earlier, expressing
condolences on the sudden
demise of the laborers
Shivkumar Kaushik and
Mohan Kaivartya,
Bupendra Kaushik of the
village Agarwal promised
them all help. Medals and

prizes to the players of the
winning first, second,
third and fourth place
teams and as per informa-
tion, a total of 16 teams
had entered in the compe-
tition, out of which the
team of Parsahi Nala and
village Kansha played the
final match and the win-
ner was the team of
Parsahi Nala, while
Kansha’s team got the title
of runner-up, while the
third place Banpali and
the fourth title went to the
account of Pawna’s team.
State Minister Shyambai
Sahu, District Panchayat
President Naveen Mishra,
Mandal President Krishna
Kumar Patel, District
Representative Santosh
Kashyap, District Minister
Rajkumar Sahu, District
President of Backward
Class Front Rajkumar
Jaiswal, and a large num-
ber of workers and citi-
zens were present.

Sportsmanship is very important
in every player: Agarwal 

Kasdol, Nov 17: 

Children’s Day was cel-
ebrated in Indira Devi
Gaurah Higher
Secondary School, and
various activities like
Rangoli, plate decoration,
henna, painting, science
exhibits, and costume
competition were organ-
ized by the small children
and students, in an at-
tractive colorful pro-
gram.

Nagar Panchayat
President Neelu Sahu in-
augurated the program
and in her inaugural ad-
dress said that Pt. Nehru
had a special attachment
with children, which is
why we remember him
on Children’s Day.

In the competition held
on this occasion, Lily
Patel, Isha Sahu,
Yogmaya, Usha
Paikra,Anushka Yadav,

Lilam, Trupti Srivas,
Neelu, Mona, Namrata,
Yogita Sahu, Khushbu
Sahu, Muskan Sahu and
others got first, second,

and third position in var-
ious category. A large
number of parents,
teachers and students
were present.

Children’s Day 
celebrated

RRaajjiimm,,  NNoovv  1177::  

There is a demand for setting
up the statue of saint poet
Pawan Dewan in the district
and people have opined that a
statue of Chhattisgarhi saint
poet Pawan Diwan should be
installed and also a square
intersection should be named
after him. 

Giving their opinion, many
said that the Saint did the
work of sharing knowledge
through Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran in entire
Chhattisgarh through Ram
Katha and as soon as he
entered politics, he always
pushed himself forward for the

development of not only Rajim
region but entire Chhattisgarh
and as a result, the state of
Chhattisgarh came into exis-
tence on 1 November 2000. 

In this regard former MLA
Santosh Upadhyay too said
that a grand statue should be
installed at a square intersec-
tion of Rajim after keeping it in
the name of Diwan. 

DK Thakur, former District
General Secretary of Congress
said that the grand statue of
Pawan Dewan should be
installed in every district head-
quarters apart from the city as
he was the pioneer of the state
of Chhattisgarh as well as the
messiah of the poor. 

President of Prayag Sahitya
Samiti Tikamchand Sen said
that it has been 22 years since
Chhattisgarh became a state,
the name of saint poet Pawan
Dewan is written on the first
line in state formation. 

Many others also opined the
same, including Sarva Brahmin
Samaj Secretary Manisha
Sharma, Purushottam Mishra
and many others.

Demand to install the statue
of saint poet Pawan Diwan

Bilaspur, Nov 17: A mid-
dleman was caught try-
ing to sell paddy in the
name of the farmer at the
Kargikhurd procurement
center in Kota develop-
ment block and a case has
been registered after seiz-
ing 152 sacks of paddy
bag brought from him to
be sold in the name of
three farmers. On the in-
structions of Collector
Saurabh kumar, the raid
was done by the inspec-
tion team under the lead-
ership of Kota SDM
Hariom Dwivedi. It was
told that tokens were cut
for 60.80 quintals in the
name of three farmers at

Kargikhurd center today
and this includes 30 quin-
tals of farmer
Tribhuvan, 14.80 quintals
of Dwarka and 16 quin-
tals of farmer Sharda
Bai. A ‘panchnama’ was
also prepared in this case
and the paddy was confis-
cated and handed over to
Kargikhurd Service
Cooperative Society. The
matter is being sent to
the District Collector for
further action in the mat-
ter. Nayab Tehsildar
Ramesh Kumar,
Cooperative CEO
Durgesh Sahu and other
officers were present in
the inspection team.

Middleman caught 
red-handed selling paddy

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  1177::  Moneyboxx
Finance Limited, – a BSE-list-
ed NBFC that provides small-
ticket business loans to
micro enterprises, marked
its entry into Chhattisgarh,
expanding its total network
to 50 branches in the coun-
try. Financial inclusion is at
the heart of its activity and
the company is transforming
lives of micro entrepreneurs
in Tier-III and below places
by offering unsecured and
secured business loans. As a
part of this expansion, the
company aims to meet grow-
ing and unmet credit needs
of micro and small business-
es in the state. With the
opening of new branches in
Raipur, Bilaspur and

Rajnandgaon districts of
Chhattisgarh, the company
now has 50 branches across
six states – Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Commenting
on the recent branch expan-
sion,. Mayur Modi, Co-
founder, Moneyboxx Finance
Ltd said, “Our new branches
will cater to the needs and
provide credit services to
the underserved section of
borrowers in Tier-3 and
below places. Our presence
in Chhattisgarh will help
address the increased credit
demands amid the booming
small businesses and agri-
culture landscape in the
state.” 

NBFC comes to 
aid of rural population

Collector addresses to 
grievances in Jandarshan

Dongargarh, Nov 17: 

No action has been
taken against Manager
Service Cooperative
Central Bank
Dongargarh, against fi-
nancial irregularities
done during his tenure.
As per information,
Kuldeep Vishwakarma,
the committee manager
of Seva Sahakari Samiti
located in village Medha,
exploited the farmers,
and has been accused by
the farmers of extorting
about 26 lakh rupees
from them.

However any kind of
action not taken on the
part of the local adminis-
tration and the responsi-
ble officers of the con-
cerned bank is point
being discussed.Even
after the complaint by
the farmers, an attempt
was made to suppress
the matter by compro-
mising and the case was
resolved by making a set-
tlement between them.

The complaint of the

accused who tried to sup-
press has been made to
the Chief Minister in the
LB Nagar meeting pro-
gram. In the complaint
made to the Chief
Minister, it has been said
that in the KCC accounts

of more than 60 farmers
of Seva Sahakari Samiti,
Medha, a financial scam
of more than 26 lakhs
was done by the commit-
tee manager under the
protection of the bank
officials, by keeping the

prescribed policy rules
of the bank on hold.

Apart from the Chief
Minister, a copy of the
complaint has been sent
to Union Cooperative
Minister New Delhi,
Cooperative Minister
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, District
Collector Rajnandgaon,
Registrar Cooperative
Society Raipur, Deputy
General Manager
National Agriculture
and Rural Development
Bank Raipur,
Superintendent of Police
and Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue
Dongargarh. Meanwhile
Dongargarh Station in-
charge Inspector
Surendra Swarnakar has
said that this matter is
related to financial irreg-
ularities in Seva
Sahakari Bank. If a com-
plaint is made on behalf
of the bank, a case will
be registered against the
concerned person and
will be taken into consid-
eration.

No action against Manager Co-op Bank for corruption!

Ambikapur, Nov 17:
Under the auspices of
Bharat Scouts and Guides
(BS&G) Chhattisgarh
District Union Surguja,
first step training and
checking camp was organ-
ized at Mont Fort Senior
Secondary School,
Ambikapur. School
Principal Shaji Joseph told
that on the first day of this
school level training camp,
India Scouts and Guides
Surguja District
O r g a n i z a t i o n
Commissioner Yogesh

Vishwakarma, and trained
Scout Master Kamal Kant
Sinha of Montfort School
Ambikapur and guide
Captain Barkha Goswami
started the training camp.

During the training, flag
hoisting, rules, pledge,
prayer, uniform informa-
tion, team method, service
work, salute, talia, Ninad,
campfire etc. were trained.
As the chief guest on the
last day closing ceremony
Scouts and Guides
Chhattisgarh Sarguja
District Union President

Papinder Singh, Durgesh
Gupta as a special guest,
Pankaj Avaya, Deputy
Principal of the school
were present, by whose
hands the trained scouts
and guides were rewarded,
in this training camp, this
camp from the school
Santosh Sinha, Anuranjan
Minj, Arvind Kumar,
Sangeeta Pandey, Nirmala
Yadav, Sarita Sinha,
Mamta Singh, Falak
Parveen had commend-
able cooperation in mak-
ing it successful.

Training imparted to students
related to Scouts & Guide

In Mont Fort Sr. Sec. School, Ambikapur Rajim, Nov 17:

With clearance in the
weather and effect of
snowfall and cool winds
from North, the winter
season has started show-
ing its effect in the region,
as there is thick fog in the
morning hours and chill
in the air during early
morning hours. People
were not expecting arrival
of winter before
November end, but it has
changed all of a sudden.

In the morning there is
so thick a fog that one can-
not even see the road and
people are running vehi-
cles with headlights on.
The thickness of the fog is
so intense that a person
walking nearby is also not
visible and this has started
affecting health of people,
especially the elders and
those having problems
during winter season.
People have started put-

ting on warm clothes and
taking all precautions
keeping ears and legs well
covered with lowers and
pullovers. Expecting good
winter season this year,
the sellers of woolen
clothes too have kept good
stock of the same and ex-

pecting good response this
time. With Triveni sangam
nearby Rajim city and
water in the river, the win-
ter has arrived early and
people are preferring to
avoid late night and early
morning walk from safety
point of view.

Thick fog during morning
hours makes life difficult

Fingeshwar, Nov 17: 

Agitated tribals took out
a rally of more than 5000
workers and about 1.5 km
long in the city today due
to the reduction of 32 per-
cent reservation to 20 per-
cent, under their domicile
quota. Expressing their
strong protest to the Chief
Minister amidst loud slo-
gans, they submitted a
memorandum, asking for
an amendment in the
reservation policy. Men
and women staged the
protest and their enthusi-
asm was being displayed
in such a way that they
are considering the
Congress government re-
sponsible for this deci-
sion.

Many participated in
the rally, namely Raja
Nilendra Bahadur Singh,
Santuram Dhruv, Jitendra
Thakur, B. R. Kanwar,
Jagannath Dhruva,
Tejram Dhruva,

Ramadhar Netam,
Dwarika Thakur, Naresh
Dhruva, Tikuram
Dhruva, Baldau Kashya,
Nathu Kashyap, Ramesh
Kanwar, Maiku Kumar,
Siyaram Dhruva,

Ramsingh Kanwar,
Mahendra Sanwara,
Dhanbai Kumar, Dilip
Dhruva and other thou-
sands of women, men and
tribal youths were in-
volved.

Tribal’s express anger over reduction of reservation 
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Fake arms licence racket busted

Hyderabad, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A seven-member gang,
allegedly running a fake
arms licence racket here,
has been busted and the
seven included a master-
mind belonging to Jammu
and Kashmir, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.

The gang used bogus
seals of licence-issuing of-
ficials and forged signa-
tures to prepare the arm li-
cences and procured real
weapons, said Hyderabad
city commissioner of po-
lice C V Anand in a re-
lease. Acting on a tip-off,
the west zone task force
caught the gang and
booked it for allegedly
cheating, forgery, making
counterfeit seals, criminal
conspiracy and illegal pos-
session of arms, the police

said.
The police seized 30 sin-

gle-bore weapons, three
double-bore weapons, one
revolver, 140 rounds of am-
munition, 34 fake weapon
licence documents, 29 un-
used weapons licence
books, nine licences which
were affixed with fake
stamp, six rubber stamps
and one unsigned NOC.

According to the police,
the mastermind of the
racket who, they identified
as Altaf Hussain, came to
Hyderabad in 2013 for a
livelihood and joined a pri-
vate security firm. Later,
he was deployed as gun-
man for a firm handling
cash. Prior to that, he
bought a double- bore gun
using a fake licence in
Rajouri district of Jammu
and Kashmir which he
had obtained by bribing
the local magistrate office,
the police said. As Altaf

was familiar with the
process and licence de-
tails, he teamed up with a
stamp vendor in
Secunderabad, and start-
ed issuing fake licences,
the police said adding the
fake were used to get
arms. He trapped unem-
ployed youth residing in
different States, who tried
to make a living as securi-
ty guards in private securi-
ty firms. He procured
weapons from other States
through the youth for Rs
40,000 to Rs 60,000, the po-
lice said.

This infringement has
taken place with the con-
nivance of a regional man-
ager of a security services
firm and a shopowner
here, they said. The ac-
cused used to collect Rs
20,000 from each unem-
ployed youngster and later
deploy them in private se-
curity agencies.

‘Savarkar helped British’
Akola, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Unfazed by the contro-
versy over his recent re-
marks against V D
Savarkar, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday again targeted
the late Hindutva ideo-
logue, claiming that he
helped the British rulers
and wrote a mercy petition
to them out of fear.

Gandhi also dared the
Maharashtra government
to stop the Congress’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which
is currently passing
through the state.

His statement comes in
the wake of a few leaders
from the ruling parties in
the state demanding that
the yatra be stopped in the
state in view of his re-
marks against Savarkar.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Wadegaon in
Akola district, Gandhi
showed documents dating
back to 1920 to media per-
sons, claiming that they
contained a letter written
by Savarkar to the British.

“I will read the last line,
which says ‘I beg to re-
main your most obedient
servant’ and is signed V D
Savarkar, which shows he
helped the British,”
Gandhi said at the media
interaction during his
Bharat Jodo Yatra that is
in the last leg in
Maharashtra.

He said he was of the
view that Savarkar signed
the letter out of fear and in
doing so, he betrayed
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar
Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru
and other leaders of the
freedom struggle.

Gandhi, Nehru, Patel re-
mained in jail for years,
but none of them signed
any such letter, he said.

“A copy of this
(Savarkar’s) letter should

be sent to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat. If (BJP leader)
Devendra Fadnavis wants
to see it, he can also see,”
Gandhi added.

On Tuesday, while ad-

dressing a rally in Washim
district as part of the
yatra, Gandhi had called
Savarkar a symbol of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the RSS. “He
was jailed in Andaman for
two-three years. He started

writing mercy petitions,”
the Congress MP had said.

Soon after that, former
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray,
whose Shiv Sena faction is
in alliance with the
Congress, had said he does

not agree with Gandhi’s
views on Savarkar.
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis also claimed that
Gandhi has been “shame-
lessly lying” about
Savarkar. Lok Sabha mem-

ber Rahul Shewale, who
belongs to the Shiv Sena
faction led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
had on Wednesday
slammed Gandhi for his
remarks and demanded
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra
be stopped in the state.

During the media inter-
action on Thursday,
Gandhi dared the state
government, saying, “If it
wants to stop the yatra, try
and stop.”

He also accused the BJP
of spreading hatred, fear
and violence.

“BJP doesn’t speak to
farmers and youth...If peo-
ple felt that this yatra was
not needed, lakhs of peo-
ple would not have come
out on the streets in sup-
port,” he said.

“The yatra has been a
learning experience for
me and helping me under-
stand people,” he added.

On the perception that
the opposition has been
unable to take on the BJP,
Gandhi said the percep-
tion is superficial because
the opposition does not
control institutions, media
and judiciary.

“This is not a battle be-
tween two political par-
ties. Institutions in the
country create fairness on
the battleground. If you go
on the ground, you will un-
derstand what the people
say,” he said. Showing
compassion and affection
even to your opponents are
Indian values. The yatra is
doing the same. You can
disagree with the views of
your opponent by showing
affection and love, he
added. To a question on
the Congress and opposi-
tion leaders “betraying the
ideology” to join the BJP
before elections, Gandhi
said this will cleanse the
opposition.

Stalin visits kin of footballer, who
died following amputation

Chennai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Thursday visited the family
of a 17-year old girl, a foot-
ball player, who died follow-
ing an amputation of her
leg after a minimally inva-
sive procedure at a govern-
ment facility to treat a liga-
ment tear.

The Chief Minister visit-
ed the family at their north
Chennai residence here and
extended his condolences
and sympathies to them. He
handed over a cheque of Rs
10 lakh as financial assis-
tance to the family. Stalin
gave an appointment order
to the deceased sportsper-
son’s brother to work in the
National Health Mission-
Tamil Nadu as a Data entry
operator. Also, he gave an
order providing a flat for
the family in a Tamil Nadu
Urban Habitat
Development Board devel-
oped facility here. R Priya,
first year student of BSc
Physical Education at the

Queen Mary’s College was
a footballer. She had an in-
jury on her right leg and
underwent a minimally in-
vasive procedure,
arthroscopy, to treat her
torn knee ligament.
Government hospital doc-

tors at Periyar Nagar here
performed the procedure.

However, her leg had to
be amputated later at the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital and she
died of multiple organ fail-
ure on November 15.

Kashi Tamil Sangamam train flagged off
Chennai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Union Minister of State
for Information and
Broadcasting L Murugan,
along with Tamil Nadu
Governor R N Ravi,
flagged off the train carry-
ing 205 delegates for the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam,
from Chennai Egmore
railway station on
Thursday.

The first batch compris-
es students and delegates
from IIT Madras, who will
be attending the month-
long Kashi Tamil
Sangamam being organ-
ised to celebrate, reaffirm
and rediscover the age-old
links between Tamil Nadu
and Kashi two of the coun-
try’s most important and
ancient seats of learning.

Ravi interacted with the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
Selection Committee
Members; industrialist
Nalli Kuppuswami Chetti;
Vice-Chancellor of The
Tamil Nadu Dr M G R
Medical University Dr
Sudha Seshayyan;
Director, IIT Madras, V

Kamakoti, and Prof
M o h a n s a n k a r
Sivaprakasam; and
Mohammad Asif Ali so-
cial and cultural activist.

He interacted with the
student delegates and con-
gratulated them for being
a part of the great initia-
tive. Of the delegates in
the first contingent to
Kashi Tamil Sangamam,
34 boarded the train in
Rameswaram, 94 in
Tiruchirappalli and 77 oth-
ers joined at the Dr M G R

Chennai Egmore railway
station. Being promoted
by the central government
as part of the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the
November 17 - December
16 programme celebrates
the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat’ and
highlights the Tamil lan-
guage and culture. It will
be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on November 19. The pro-
gramme aims to provide
an opportunity for people

from all walks of life in-
cluding scholars, students,
philosophers, traders, arti-
sans, artists etc., from the
two regions to come to-
gether, share their knowl-
edge, culture and best
practices and learn from
each others’ experience.

A month-long exhibi-
tion of handlooms, handi-
crafts, ODOP products,
books, documentaries, cui-
sine, art forms, history, be-
sides tourist places of the
two regions will also be
put up in Kashi.

“The connection be-
tween Kashi (Varanasi)
and Tamil Nadu is over
1,000 years old and this has
been mentioned in the
Tamil epics of
Silapathikkaram and
Manimegalai,” the
Governor had said recent-
ly. IIT-Madras and
Banaras Hindu University
are the knowledge part-
ners for the event, which
endeavours to bring the
deep academic, economic,
social and cultural rela-
tionships between Kashi
and Tamil Nadu.

Women voters surpass men in 42 VS segments in HP

Shimla, Nov 17 (PTI): 

The focus on women,
who make up 49.5 per cent
of total voters in
Himachal Pradesh, and
the announcement of free-
bies by major parties are
seen to be the contributing
factors behind their high-
er turnout in the recent
Assembly elections.

According to constituen-
cy-wise data procured
from the election depart-
ment, votes polled by
women exceeded that of
men by 4.4 percentage
points.

Himachal witnessed a
record 75.6 per cent
turnout for the Assembly
polls on November 12. The
turnout of women in 42 of
the state’s 68 constituen-
cies was more than men,
the data showed.

In seven constituencies,
the turnout of women out-
numbered that of men by
more than 5,000. The dif-
ference was highest in
Joginderagar at 8,189. In
Sulah, the difference was
6,276, in Jaisinghpur 6,048,
Badsar 6,035, Bhoranj
5,882, Nadaun 5,536 and
Sujanpur 5,613.

In 11 seats — Baijnath
(4,962), Jwalamukhi
(4,856), Jwali (4,477),
Dharampur (3,985), Dehra
(3,923), Fatehpur (3,638),
Hamirpur (3,520), Nagrota
(3,489), Palampur (3,381)
and Shahpur (3,334) — the
number of women exercis-
ing their franchise exceed-
ed that of men by 3,000 to
5,000 votes.

According to the data,
72.4 per cent of 2,788,925
(2,019,182) men exercised
their franchise, while 76.8
per cent women (2,101,483)
voted. With 2,737,845 eligi-
ble women voters, their
total votes surpassed that

of men by 82,301.
Of the total 412 candi-

dates in the fray, 24 are
women.

The higher voting per-
centage for women can
make a difference in 22
Assembly segments.

In three constituencies
— Jaisinghpur (SC),
Bhoranj (SC) and Jubbal-
Kotkhai - more women
are eligible to vote than
men. In 19 other con-
stituencies, the difference
between eligible men and
women voters is less than
1,000. Both the main con-
tenders, the BJP and the
Congress, claimed that
they had been able to woo
the women electorate and
ensured victory.

Asha Kumari, former
minister and Congress
candidate from
Dalhousie, said, “We hope
that the women have
come out in large num-
bers to support the
Congress because of ris-

ing inflation and bad gov-
ernance.”

She added that alcohol
use, which mainly affect-
ed women, had increased
in Himachal during the
BJP’s tenure.

The Congress had an-
nounced the ‘Har Ghar
Lakshmi, Nari Samman
Nidhi’ scheme, promising
Rs 1,500 per month to
women as part of its elec-
tion manifesto.

The BJP, on the other
hand, had made 11 prom-
ises to women under its
‘Stree Shakti Sankalp’
programme.

Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
in the outgoing govern-
ment and the BJP’s
Shahpur candidate
Sarveen Chowdhary said,
“It is a good sign that
women came out in huge
numbers and the party
which gets a large chunk
of their votes would have
an advantage.

RISKING LIVES

People cross a railway track under a parked train, in Patna, Thursday.

PROTEST MARCH

Members of Sikh Students Federation Grewal and Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) take out a protest march demanding release of Sikh prisoners
who have completed their jail term, in Amritsar, Thursday.

BRIEF

Understanding  
 Hyderabad: CPI

General Secretary D
Raja on Thursday
urged all secular and
regional parties to
come together and
unitedly fight against
the BJP in 2024 Lok
Sabha elections to save
democracy and the
country. Raja, who was
in Hyderabad to at-
tend the State Council
meet of CPI in
Telangana, said all
these secular and dem-
ocratic parties must
have a common under-
standing with respect
to the need to bring
down the BJP-led gov-
ernment at national
level.

Interact
 New Delhi: Vice-

President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday interacted
with chairpersons of
various department-
related parliamentary
standing committees
at his Parliament
House complex.
Among those present
were BJP leaders
Sushil Kumar Modi,
Radha Mohan Singh,
Rama Devi,
Jagdambika Pal,
Bhubaneswar Kalita
and Brijlal, BJD MP
Sujeet Kumar, YSRCP
leader V Vijayasai
Reddy and the
Congress’ Shashi
Tharoor.

Protest
 New Delhi: A section

of lawyers on
Thursday evening at a
court premises here
shouting slogans
against Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused in
the Mehrauli killing
case. Around 100 advo-
cates, practising at
Saket district courts
here, assembled
around 3 pm when
they came to know
that the accused will
be produced before
Metropolitan
Magistrate Aviral
Shukla.

Denied 
 New Delhi: Shooter

Dishant Dey was on
Thursday subjected to
harassment by a
major airline which
denied him permis-
sion to carry his rifle
while travelling to
Thiruvananthapuram
for the National
Championship. The
65th National
Shooting
Championship
Competitions in rifle
events will be held at
Vattiyoorkkavu
Shooting Range in
Thiruvananthapuram
from November 20 to
December 9.

Cleaned
 New Delhi: A 2-km

stretch of the
Najafgarh drain in
north Delhi has been
completely cleaned
and the work up-
stream is fast pro-
gressing, officials said
on Thursday The 57-
km-long channel,
which flows into the
Yamuna, has as many
as 121 smaller drains
that discharge sewage
into it.

Tourists visit Sissu valley
after fresh snowfall, in
Lahaul & Spiti district,
Thursday. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a press 

conference during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Akola
district, Thursday.

 Seven in police net

Can make 
difference in 22

A delegate before boarding a special train for the ‘Kashi
Tamil Sangamam’, at the Egmore railway station, in
Chennai, Thursday.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin pays tribute to 
footballer R. Priya, who died allegedly due to medical 
negligence of doctors at a government hospital, in
Vysarpadi, in Chennai, Thursday.

Speaking to reporters here,
BJP leader Shelar said, “Rahul
Gandhi has made a brainless
comment about Veer
Savarkar and we condemn it.
We wonder why Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray has
taken such a soft stand on the
issue and destroyed his own
credibility.”

“I can show you a letter by
then prime minister Indira
Gandhi, who described
Savarkar as a remarkable son
of India while asking her sec-

retary to plan celebration of
Savarkar’s birth centenary,”
Shelar said. Meanwhile,
Savarkar’s grandson lodged a
complaint against Gandhi for
allegedly insulting the free-
dom fighter, police said.
Referring to Gandhi’s remarks
made on Tuesday, Uddhav
Thackeray said, “We do not
approve of Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks on Savarkar. We have
immense respect and faith for
Swatyantra Veer Savarkar and
it cannot be erased.”

Remarks anger BJP, Sena factions,
trigger protests



DIPLOMATIC MEETING

Israeli designate Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, receives Hungarian President Katalin Novak in
Jerusalem, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 17.  Novak is on a two-day visit in Israel to deepen diplomatic ties.
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Bangkok, Nov 17 (AP):

The war in Ukraine,
great power rivalry Asia,
inflation and food and en-
ergy shortages are on the
agenda as leaders prepare
for the third back-to-back
gathering this week, a

Pacific-Rim summit tak-
ing place in a heavily
guarded venue in
Thailand’s capital.

Leaders from the 21-
member Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum will meet formally
in closed-door sessions

Friday and Saturday. For
some, it will be at least the
third such opportunity
for face-to-face talks in
the past two weeks.
However, U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris
is attending instead of
President Joe Biden, who

will be hosting his
granddaughter’s wed-
ding at the White House.

APEC’s official mis-
sion is to promote re-
gional economic inte-
gration. Most of the
business conducted hap-
pens on the summit’s
sidelines in meetings
such as a planned meet-
ing between Chinese
President Xi Jinping
and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio
Kishida.

The two Asian powers
have a history of tense
relations, a legacy of
Japan’s World War II ag-
gression compounded
by territorial disputes
and China’s growing
military might. A

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson, Mao Ning,
said the encounter would
“carry great impor-
tance.”

Xi, Harris and French
President Emmanuel
Macron will also speak at
a business conference
held just ahead of the

summit meetings that is
mostly closed to media
apart from outlets spon-
soring the event.

Asia-Pacific leaders tackle trade, sustainability in Bangkok

Toronto, Nov 17 (PTI):

Honey intake improves
blood sugar and cholesterol
levels, a study has found.
Researchers have found
that honey intake improves
key measures of car-
diometabolic health, in-
cluding blood sugar and
cholesterol levels especially
if the honey is raw and
from a single floral source.

The researchers at the
University of Toronto con-
ducted a systematic review
and meta-analysis of clini-
cal trials on honey, and
found that it lowered fast-
ing blood glucose, total and
LDL or ‘bad’ cholesterol,
triglycerides, and a marker
of fatty liver disease; it also
increased HDL or ‘good’
cholesterol.

“These results are sur-
prising, because honey is
about 80 per cent sugar,”

said Tauseef Khan, a senior
researcher on the study.
“But honey is also a com-
plex composition of com-
mon and rare sugars, pro-
teins, organic acids and
other bioactive compounds
that very likely have health
benefits,” Khan added.

Previous research has
shown that honey can im-
prove cardiometabolic
health, especially in vitro
and animal studies. The
current study, published in
the journal Nutritional
Reviews, is the most com-
prehensive review to date of
clinical trials, and it in-
cludes the most detailed

data on processing and flo-
ral source, the study said.

“The word among public
health and nutrition ex-
perts has long been that ‘a
sugar is a sugar’,” said
John Sievenpiper, principal
investigator of the study.
“These results show that’s
not the case, and they
should give pause to the
designation of honey as a
free or added sugar in di-
etary guidelines,” said
Sievenpiper.

Sievenpiper and Khan
emphasized that the con-
text of the findings was
critical: clinical trials in
which participants followed
healthy dietary patterns,
with added sugars account-
ing for 10 per cent or less of
daily caloric intake. “We’re
not saying you should start
having honey if you cur-
rently avoid sugar. The
takeaway is more about re-

placement if you’re using
table sugar, syrup or anoth-
er sweetener, switching
those sugars for honey
might lower cardiometabol-
ic risks,” said Khan. The re-
searchers included 18 con-
trolled trials and over 1,100
participants in their analy-
sis. They assessed the quali-
ty of those trials using the
GRADE system and found
there was a low certainty of
evidence for most of the
studies, but that honey con-
sistently produced either
neutral or beneficial effects,
depending on processing,
floral source and quantity.

GRADE (Grading of
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
Assessment, Development
and Evaluations) is a trans-
parent framework for de-
veloping and presenting
summaries of evidence
and provides a systematic
approach for making clini-

cal practice recommenda-
tions.

The median daily dose of
honey in the trials was 40
grams, or about two table-
spoons. The median length
of trial was eight weeks.
Raw honey drove many of
the beneficial effects in the
studies, as did honey from
monofloral sources such as
Robinia (also marketed as
acacia honey) - a honey
from False Acacia or Black
Locust Trees - and clover,
which is common in North
America. Khan said that
while processed honey
clearly loses many of its
health effects after pasteur-
ization - typically 65 de-
grees Celsius for at least 10
minutes - the effect of a hot
drink on raw honey de-
pends on several factors,
and likely would not de-
stroy all its beneficial prop-
erties.

Honey shown to improve blood sugar, cholesterol 
Kathmandu, Nov 17 (PTI):

Ahead of Nepal’s parlia-
mentary and provincial as-
sembly elections, political
analysts here are predicting
a hung parliament and a
government that is unlikely
to provide much-needed po-
litical stability in the
Himalayan nation, sand-
wiched between India and
China. There are two major
political alliances fighting it
out for the November 20 gen-
eral elections - the Nepali
Congress-led democratic
and leftist alliance and the
CPN-UML-led leftist and
pro-Hindu-pro-monarchy al-
liance. The Nepali Congress-
led ruling alliance includes
CPN-Maoist Centre, CPN-
Unified Socialist, and
Madhes-based Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party while the
CPN-UML-led alliance in-
cludes pro-Hindu Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Madhes-based Janata
Samajwadi Party.

Political observers closely
watching the November 20
elections have predicted that
the ruling alliance led by
Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba will become
victorious in the parliamen-
tary elections with the
Nepali Congress emerging

as the single largest party.
K P Sharma Oli-led CPN-

UML (the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist) will emerge as the
second largest party though
the alliance he is leading is
unlikely to get a major share
in the new Parliament, they
argue. Several new political
parties and many independ-
ent candidates are in the
fray this time, posing a
tough challenge to some of
the heavyweights from es-
tablished political parties
that have failed to deliver.

“As things start moving
now, one of the two pre-
poll alliances is likely to
emerge as the largest
group after the election.
However, the government
to be formed by these
groups is unlikely to pro-
vide the political stability
that Nepal badly needs,”
senior journalist and po-
litical analyst Dhruba
Adhikay said.

There is less enthusi-
asm in people regarding
the election this time, said
Rajesh Ahiraj, a political
analyst closely watching
the Madhes politics in
Nepal. “Intellectuals
opine that the elections
may produce a strong gov-
ernment but it will make

the country weaker,” he
pointed out. “The much-
needed peace and political
stability are far away even
after the election.” Madhes-
based political parties such
as Janata Samajwadi Party
(JSP) led by Upendra Yadav
and Loktantrik Samajwadi
Party led by Mahantha
Thakur both are unlikely to
gain much in the upcoming
election, he said.

Nepal may have hung parliament: Analysts

Islamabad, Nov 17 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Thursday dis-
missed a petition to stop the
protest march of former
prime minister Imran
Khan by observing that it
was a political issue and
should be resolved political-
ly. Senator Kamran
Murtaza of the ruling coali-

tion had filed the petition
against the long march by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party, which 70-year-
old Khan has billed as
‘Haqeeqi Azadi’ (real free-
dom) march.

A three-member bench
headed by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial and com-
prising Justices Athar
Minallah and Ayesha Malik

heard the plea. After de-
tailed arguments by the
parties, the chief justice
said that “it is a political
problem that can be solved
politically”. The court then
dismissed the senator’s pe-
tition. During the argu-
ments, the chief justice also
remarked that parliament
should be strengthened to
address the political issues
faced by the country.

“You are a senator,
strengthen the parliament,”
he said addressing the peti-
tioner. The chief justice
also clarified that the apex
court would intervene if
there was a clear threat of
constitutional violation,
adding that the constitution
allows everyone to hold
peaceful protest but it
should be within the con-
fines of the law. Justice
Minallah observed that the
executive enjoyed wide-
ranging powers to deal with

any law and order situation
and the powers of the ad-
ministration and parlia-
ment would be weakened
due to intervention by the
judiciary. Justice Malik
asked about the mechanism
by the government to regu-
late the protest.

Additional Attorney
General Chaudhry Amir
Rehman told the court that
the administration had
asked Khan’s party to hold
a rally in Rawat, about 25-
km from Islamabad and
also sought an affidavit
from the PTI to remain
peaceful but it had not pro-
vided it so far.

The march began on
October 28 from Lahore and
is on its way towards
Islamabad. The PTI has an-
nounced plans to hold a his-
toric power show in the cap-
ital and also sought permis-
sion for it but the govern-
ment has not granted it.

Pakistan’s apex court dismisses petition
to stop Imran Khan’s protest march

Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and his
wife Naraporn Chan-ocha, left, welcome Chinese
President Xi Jinping, center, and his wife Peng Liyuan as
they arrive at Suvarnabhumi International Airport,
Thursday, Nov. 17, in Bangkok, Thailand. Xi is in Thailand
to attend the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, APEC
summit. 

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 45

Gruesome 
incident 

Inspired by American
crime show 'Dexter', a 28-
year-old Aftab Poonawala,
killed live-in partner
Shraddha Walker (would-
n’t have ever imagined
that her inter-religious
love affair would end in
the most gruesome man-
ner), 18 in May, chopped
body into 35 parts; kept
parts of her body in a re-
frigerator (kept
Shraddha’s severed head
separately and looked
head daily) he bought for
the purpose, and then scat-
tered those, one by one,
across the city's Mehrauli
forest. The case came to
light after her estranged
father came to Delhi from
Vasai to look for her after a
friend of hers told him her
phone was switched off for
several weeks now, finally
went to cops, that’s too
more than five months
after. This incident would
have sent shivers down
our spines had it happened
anywhere in the world.
Side by side this gruesome
murder raised a big ques-
tion that now everybody
from father to friends
wants the head of the
gruesome killer Aftab’s
head, but why did they
have not come to save
Shraddha? How did no one
find her silence suspicious
during this period? The
moral of this gruesome in-
cident is that misguided
youth need to take a lesson
from this incident, that
every ending is not always
'cool'. May her soul rest in
peace and the killer Aftab
get the rare punishment
that he deserves.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad 

Minority PM 
History has been made in
the UK after the election of
Rishi Sunak, an Indian-
origin Hindu as the Prime
Minister (PM) of Great
Britain. There was great
jubilation across the na-
tion at this development,
which is very natural. It
simply proved that East or
West, Indians are the best.
But unfortunately, there
are some people namely
Mehbooba Mufti, Shashi
Tharoor, Chidambaram
etc., to name a few, who
are having entirely a dif-
ferent view on Rishi
Sunak's feat. Being in the
Opposition bench politi-
cally, they are raising once
again the issue of minori-
ty appeasement. They
shamelessly questioned
the possibility of one be-
longing to minority com-
munity to become the PM
of India. While doing so,
they very deliberately
seem to have forgotten
that the likes of
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
APJ Abdul Kalam, Gyani
Zail Singh and Manmohan
Singh have who gracefully
served the nation as
President and PM.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati.
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Indian Air Force personnel during a rehearsal for the Air Fest 2022 at Vayusena Nagar, Nagpur, Thursday, Nov. 17.

AIR FEST 2022

II ndia always preaches and practices “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, but
it is always susceptible to direct or indirect conflict with its two

immediate neighbours. India is facing border dispute, Line of Control
(LOC) and IB with Pakistan and Actual Line of Control (ALOC) and IB
with China. India will receive Presidency of prestigious G20 in December,
once again depicting the ever rising importance of India in international
arena.With the rise in its stature both economically and militarily, it has
to face intrastate and interstate challenges at same time with same
focus and intensity. No doubt in last few years India has been consis-
tently revamping its security apparatus for all the three forces by
imports or by indigenous modernisation. Bracing up for two sided
offence India has imported defence equipment from multiple countries
to reduce risk of dependency on one country as well as boosting friend-
ly ties with many countries in the process, USA, France, Israel and Russia
to name few. While India has maintained it’s no first attack policy but
simultaneously demonstrated its will and capability to take head on if
provoked at anytime and will defend itself at any cost. Surgical strikes of
2016 after Uri terrorist attack and 2019 Balakote strike after ghastly
Pulwama terrorist act, both showing India’s resilience to counter anyone
posing threat to India. But the latest threat is from Drones. Drones are
being used for arms dropping, narcotics smuggling, recce, espionage
and even direct attack. Worldwide problem with drones is that there is
no law to regulate their sale, it can be built with little expertise from the
electronic material readily available in the market. Drones are almost
untraceable with conventional defence radar systems as such threat to
vital installation is manifold unlike in the past. With radars, CCTVs and
thermal imaging sensor in place manual crossing border without being
traced is very difficult. But BSF, which has to man three thousand plus
kilometers of border, faces a next to impossible task to make borders
impregnable for drones. Initially BSF was not able to judge the situation,
what to do with this new security threat but immediately devised strate-
gies to counter it. With a well equipped new lab to recover complete data
of flight path, co-ordinates from where it originated and handler location
and photographs, it can be used to bust modules of subversives. Further
DRDO and other agencies have devised Laser-based Directed Energy
Weapons (DEWs) to shoot down drones within a range of 2 kms, in addi-
tional to conventional hard shoot method. Drones can be hacked there by
taking control of intruder drones once inside our territory, BSF is capable
of training its own manpower for this. Geo-Fencing is another way out
where by GPS/RFID based virtual border is being created for any intrud-
er.Other applied methods being Electro-Optical Sensing, electronic jam-
ming through Global Navigation Satellite System and by shooting down or
net captures using interceptor drones itself. But practically cost factor is
there as such whole border cannot be made drone invincible. Vigilant
Armed Forces are capable of thwarting any attempt to challenge sover-
eignty of Nation. We can never forget bravery of our jawans at Galwan val-
ley. India is changing under present regime, hundreds of old laws abol-
ished, single window solutions for FDI, focus on ‘Make in India’ will ulti-
mately make ‘Aatma Nirbhar Secure Bharat’, secure from all fronts, mili-
tarily as well as economically.

P eace is vital to maintain-
ing fruitful trading rela-

tionships in a given region.
However, this peace can be
achieved only if the military
expenditure is incurred.
Military spending builds mili-
tary strength. This power acts
as a deterrent to invaders.
India is slowly moving to-
wards indigenization in the
defense sector like India has
developed its indigenous air-
craft Tejas. India is still back-
ward in manufacturing its en-
gines, avionics, and self-sus-
taining radars. Considerable
progress has been made in the
design and development of
various aircraft parts, but
when it comes to a compact
aircraft system or a weapon
system, India is an innovator,
not a manufacturer.

The defense sector in India

is identified as an important
sector with an ocean of oppor-
tunities for self-reliance.
India's vision for
Atmanirbhar Bharat, along
with the requirements of a
massive modernization of the
Indian Armed Forces, has
given further impetus to
achieve the goal of indige-
nization of the defense sector.
According to a study released
by the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute, India ranks fourth
among 12 Indo-Pacific coun-
tries. But what is worrying is
that India has also been
ranked as the second largest
importer of arms for its
armed forces in 2016-20. This
may be due to the very low al-
location of defense research
and development which is
only 1.7% of the total defense

budget outlay in 2022-23 which
is beyond the major emerging
economies of the world.
India's entire acquisition
process is very slow and there
is a long process from plan-
ning to execution of acquir-
ing defense equipment.
Reducing this period to a max-
imum of 1-2 years to complete
the process is a big challenge.
The public defense manufac-
turing sector has not been
able to deliver the way it has
been mandated. This sector by
itself is not capable of meet-
ing all the requirements of
the defense sector, therefore
private sector participation
should be encouraged. India
lacks a proper industrial base
for manufacturing defense
equipment. However, two de-
fense zones have been set up
in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh which will provide a
base for the private sector to
operate. The entire defense
economy will get a boost once
these areas are set up and
manufacturing is started.

With the need for R&D in
the defense industry ensuring
strategic autonomy has be-
come imperative, with the
growing phase of geopolitics
and globalization, it becomes
imperative to improve defense
manufacturing through im-
provements in R&D. With the
development of science and
technology to deal with the
emerging security threats,
new threats like cross-border
cyber attacks, drone attacks,
use of artificial technology to
damage critical infrastruc-
ture are emerging which are
being addressed through R&D
can go. India is the largest im-
porter of arms accounting for
around 11% of global arms
imports during the period be-
tween 2017- 2021. An increase
in domestic production can
reduce the dependence on im-
ports and also help in improv-
ing the current account bal-
ance.

Despite a growing global
share of the defense market,
India is the third largest mili-
tary spender in the world,
lagging in the manufacturing
of defense equipment. With
increased expenditure on
R&D, India may be able to
manufacture modern defense
equipment which is in de-
mand globally. To become a
net security provider to
neighbors and the region cov-
ering the Indian Ocean, India
must increase its share in
R&D to improve its military
strength along with manufac-
turing better weapon equip-
ment. The recent inaugura-
tion of INS Vikrant, an in-
digenously developed aircraft
carrier, is a giant leap to-
wards self-reliance (self-re-
liance), which can be further
enhanced through increased
expenditure in R&D and skill
training for the workforce.

With this, India will be able
to reach the top global posi-
tion in the defense sector. The
government is taking the
right steps towards becoming
self-reliant, but to meet the
expectations of the defense
sector, there is a need to pro-
mote public enterprises and
assign specific tasks to them.
Continuous efforts are being
made to bring a new policy to
involve the private sector.
However, a lot of work is yet
to be done to support and up-
lift this sector so that their ef-
forts are not in vain. There is
an urgent need to focus on
the Navy to ensure India's
maritime security. The re-
vival and modernization of
ports, the shift from an inno-
vator to a builder, as well as
holding on to the technologi-
cal edge are what set India
apart.

(Writer is a Research
Scholar in Political
Science,Poetess, freelance
journalist, and columnist.
Views are personnel)

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

AA
s the global population hit the eight-billion mark, it has set off
alarm bells for India. The World Population Prospects 2022

released by the United Nations show that India is poised to overtake
China as the most populous county by 2023. Rising youth unemploy-
ment in sharp contrast to the country's demographic dividend presents
a paradoxical situation. For Assam with a numerically small population
of indigenous communities, unabated illegal migration has created a
double whammy of population explosion and demographic change. A
comprehensive population policy for the country addressing state-spe-
cific issues, therefore, is critical for reaping the demographic dividend.
The increase of the world population by one billion from the 7-billion
mark in 2011 is projected to hit the 8.5-billion mark by 2030 and the 9-
billion mark by 2037. This indicates that the world population growth
rate is slowing down and is projected to take 15 years to add another
one billion population while it took 12 years from 2011 to add one billion
population. The "World Population Prospects 2022: Summary of
Results" published by the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, Population Division explains that 'following a drop in
mortality, population growth continues so long as fertility remains at
high levels. When fertility begins to fall, the annual rate of growth starts
to drop." In 2021, the average fertility of the world's population stood at
2.3 births per woman over a lifetime, having fallen from about 5 births
per woman in 1950. Global fertility is projected to decline further to 2.1
births per woman by 2050. Official data show that the total fertility rate,
i.e. the average number of children per woman, has declined from 2.2
to 2 at the national level in India between National Family Health Survey
(NFHS)-round 4 and NFHS-5. Overall Contraceptive Prevalence Rate in
the country has increased substantially from 54% to 67% and the use of
modern methods of contraceptives has also increased in almost all
States and Union territories. Rather than a coercive population policy
that cannot be enforced or has little impact, building awareness of the
smaller size of families for a better life through an improvement in
access to quality education is the key. The UN prescription for countries
where a decline in fertility is creating an opportunity for a demograph-
ic dividend is for investment in human capital by ensuring access to
healthcare and quality education at all ages and opportunities for pro-
ductive employment. The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE) data show that the unemployment rate in the country rose to
7.8% in October reversing the decline to 6.4% in September, the lowest
in the last four years. The CMIE data bring to light that about 2.2 million
quit the labour markets, the labour force shrunk from 432 million in
September to 429.8 million and employment fell from 404.2 million in
September to 396.4 million in October 2022. The drop in employment
mainly in rural areas, CMIE has indicated that fresh sowing in the Rabi
season can lead to a surge in employment during winter and a decline in
the unemployment rate. However, the challenge for the country's devel-
opment planners is to create more employment avenues so that this
uncertainty in employment is reduced and demographic dividend is
gleaned for faster growth of the economy. According to Economic
Survey Report 2018-19, a sharp slowdown in population growth is
expected in the next two decades while some states will transition to
ageing societies by the 2030s. The survey indicates that India's demo-
graphic dividend will peak around 2041, when the share of working-age,
i.e. 20-59 years, the population is expected to hit 59 per cent. This means
that the window of demographic dividend is going to be kept open for a
very short period and, therefore, job creation should match the popula-
tion projections. For Assam, reaping a democratic dividend cannot be
achieved without curbing illegal migration.

Paradox of demographic 
dividend and unemployment

The need for massive modernization 
of the Indian Armed Forces

Aatma Nirbhar 
Secure Bharat

SS cientists have found a novel
immunotherapy that could

bolster the effectiveness of cancer
treatment, according to a study.
Rather than rally T cells against
cancer, scientists have used differ-
ent human immune cells called nat-
ural killer (NK) cells as a novel
means to fight cancer, according to
a study. The team of scientists at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
described findings that could boost
the impact of immune-checkpoint
therapy, the study said. Findings
have been published in The Journal
of Clinical Investigation (JCI).

Immune checkpoint inhibitors
such as Keytruda and Opdivo work
by unleashing the immune system's
T cells to attack tumour cells. Their
introduction a decade ago marked
a major advance in cancer therapy,
but only 10 per cent to 30 per cent
of treated patients experience
long-term improvement, the study
said. "We believe the novel
immunotherapy we have developed

has great potential to move into
clinical trials involving various
types of cancer," said study leader
Xingxing Zang.

The surfaces of immune cells are
studded with receptors known as
'checkpoint' proteins, which pre-
vent immune cells from straying
beyond their usual targets, which
are pathogen-infected cells and
cancer cells. When checkpoint
receptors on immune cells bind
with proteins expressed by the
body's own normal cells, the inter-
action puts the brakes on a possible
immune-cell attack, the study
explained. Diabolically, most types
of cancer cells express proteins
that bind with checkpoint proteins,
tricking immune cells into standing
down and not attacking the
tumour, the study said. Immune
checkpoint inhibitors are mono-
clonal antibodies designed to
short-circuit immune-cell/cancer-
cell interactions by blocking either
the tumour proteins or the

immune-cell receptors that bind
with tumour proteins. With no
brakes to impede them, immune
cells can attack and destroy cancer
cells, the study said. The limited
effectiveness of checkpoint
inhibitors prompted Zang and other
scientists to look at checkpoint
pathways involving NK cells, which
- like T cells - play major roles in
eliminating unwanted cells, the
study said. A cancer-cell protein
called PVR soon captured their
attention. "We realized that PVR
may be a very important protein
that human cancers use to hobble
the immune system's attack," said
Zang.

PVR protein is usually absent or
very scarce in normal tissues but is
found in abundance in many types
of tumours including colorectal,
ovarian, lung, esophageal, head
and neck, stomach, and pancreatic
cancer as well as myeloid leukemia
and melanoma, the study said.

Moreover, PVRs appeared to

inhibit T cell and NK cell activity by
binding to a checkpoint protein
called TIGIT, prompting efforts to
interrupt the TIGIT/PVR pathway
by using monoclonal antibodies
made against TIGIT. More than 100
clinical trials targeting TIGIT are
now in progress worldwide.
However, several clinical studies
including two large phase 3 clinical
trials have recently failed to
improve cancer outcomes.

Meanwhile, according to the
study, the cancer-cell protein PVR
was found to have another 'binding
partner' on NK cells - KIR2DL5.

"We hypothesized that PVR sup-
presses NK cell activity not by bind-
ing with TIGIT but by binding with
the recently recognized KIR2DL5,"
said Zang. To find out, he and his
colleagues synthesized a mono-
clonal antibody targeting KIR2DL5
and carried out in vitro and in vivo
experiments using the antibody,
the study said. Zang and colleagues
demonstrated that KIR2DL5 is a

commonly occurring checkpoint
receptor on the surface of human
NK cells, which PVR cancer pro-
teins use to suppress immune
attack, the study said.

In studies involving humanized
animal models of several types of
human cancers, the researchers
showed that their monoclonal anti-
body against KIR2DL5 - by blocking
the KIR2DL5/PVR pathway -
allowed NK cells to vigorously
attack and shrink human tumours
and prolong animal survival.
"These preclinical findings raise
our hopes that targeting the
KIR2DL5/PVR pathway was a good
idea and that the monoclonal anti-
body we have developed may be an
effective immunotherapy," said
Zang. The research team has filed a
patent application for
KIR2DL5/PVR immune checkpoint
including antibody drugs and is
interested in a partnership to fur-
ther develop and commercialize
the technology.

A novel immunotherapy could bolster cancer treatment 

PRIYANKA SAURABH

India lacks a proper industrial base for manufactur-
ing defense equipment. However, two defense zones
have been set up in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh
which will provide a base for the private sector to op-
erate. The entire defense economy will get a boost
once these areas are set up and manufacturing is
started. With the need for R&D in the defense industry
ensuring strategic autonomy has become imperative,
with the growing phase of geopolitics and globaliza-
tion, it becomes imperative to improve defense manu-
facturing through improvements in R&D. With the de-
velopment of science and technology to deal with the
emerging security threats, new threats like cross-bor-
der cyber attacks, drone attacks, use of artificial tech-
nology to damage critical infrastructure are emerging
which are being addressed through R&D can go.
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BRIEF

Machinery plant 

New Delhi: Union
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh
Tomar  inaugurated
the first greenfield
farm machinery plant
of Mahindra &
Mahindra at
Pithampur in Madhya
Pradesh. According to
an official statement,
the minister said that
the India has reached
a point where the
world looks at us with
hopeful eyes. The min-
ister emphasised on
being fully equipped
with technology for
the country's develop-
ment. Tomar said the
mechanisation and
technology are very
much needed today.

4G service 
New Delhi: Over
24,600 uncovered vil-
lages, mostly located
in remote and far-
flung areas, are expect-
ed to be get BSNL 4G
services by December
2023, the Department
of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) said on
Tuesday. Elaborating
on work being carried
out by the department
in tribal areas on the
eve of 'Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas', DoT
said it has several
schemes that have
been providing tele-
com infrastructure
and connectivity in
areas having a sizable
tribal population.

Appointment

New Delhi: Social
media giant Meta has
appointed Sandhya
Devanathan as the
Vice President of
Meta India, the com-
pany said on
Thursday. She comes
in place of Ajit Mohan
who resigned from
Meta, which owns
Facebook, Instagram,
Whatsapp, early this
month. "I'm pleased to
welcome Sandhya as
our new leader for
India. Sandhya has a
proven track record of
scaling businesses,
building exceptional
and inclusive teams,
driving product inno-
vation and building
strong partnerships.
We are thrilled to have
her lead Meta's contin-
ued growth in India,"
Meta Chief Business
Officer Marne Levine
said in a statement.

GST Council
meeting

New Delhi: Former
West Bengal Finance
Minister Amit Mitra
exhorted Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
to 'urgently' convene a
meeting of the GST
Council, which has
not met since June.
Mitra, who is current-
ly Principal chief ad-
visor to West Bengal
Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, in a
letter to Sitharaman,
said that as per the
Rules of Conduct, the
GST Council has to
meet every quarter in
a fiscal year.

New Delhi, Nov 17:  

The National Stock
Exchange is likely to intro-
duce trading of electronic
gold receipts on its plat-
form and market regulator
Sebi is ironing out some
taxation issues related to
the product with the gov-
ernment, an official said
on Thursday. Referring to
the Electronic Gold
Receipt (EGR), V S
Sundaresan, Executive
Director at the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi), said, this
product has been intro-
duced by Sebi and BSE has
launched it about a month
back and "we hope that
this product will definitely
gain traction over a period
of time". "Under this prod-
uct, what is proposed is
that the physical gold is to
be deposited in a vault,
that vault manager will

issue an electronic receipt
and this will be credited to
the demat account of the
investor, that receipt can
be traded on the stock ex-
change," he explained. So
the gold will remain in a
vault but it will generate
some sort of income and
the unutilised gold can be
put to productive use,
Sundaresan added. The
Bombay Stock Exchange
launched EGR trading on
its platform. It introduced
two new products of 995

and 999 purity during the
Muhurat trading on
Diwali. Trading can be
done in multiples of 1
gram and deliveries in
multiples of 10 gram and
100 gram, the exchange
had said in a statement. "It
is a new segment. The BSE
has come forward. The
NSE is likely to do it short-
ly. We are working on the
proposal," Sundaresan
said. He said there are
some tax related issues
which need to be ironed
out, adding "We are work-
ing with the ministry and
we are hoping that this
product will make gold
trading more transparent
and more satisfactory for
investors. We are hoping
that this will help the
unutilised or the physical
gold which is lying idle
can be converted into
more economically trad-
able form," Sundaresan

said at an Assocham sum-
mit. The BSE in February
received in-principle ap-
proval from Sebi, after
which the exchange con-
ducted several mock trad-
ing in the test environ-
ment for its members to fa-
cilitate trading in EGRs.
EGRs will cater to all mar-
ket participants, which
means that buyers and
sellers on the exchange
will include individual in-
vestors, as well as com-
mercial participants along
the value chain like im-
porters, banks, refiners,
bullion traders, jewellery
manufacturers and retail-
ers. Sumita Dawra, secre-
tary in the Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), said that India ac-
counts for nearly 1/3rd of
the world's gold consump-
tion at 800 tonnes per
annum.

NSE likely to introduce
EGR shortly: Sundaresan

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Amid global turmoil,
Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das  asked
bankers to remain watch-
ful of the evolving
macroeconomic situa-
tion and take measures
proactively so that the
potential impact on their
balance sheets is min-
imised.

The governor in his in-
troductory remarks ac-
knowledged the crucial
role played by the com-
mercial banks in sup-
porting economic growth
throughout the turbulent
times since the outbreak
of the pandemic and the
ongoing financial market
turmoil. Das urged the
bankers to remain
"watchful of the evolving
macroeconomic situa-
tion, including global
spillovers, and take miti-
gating measures proac-
tively so that the poten-

tial impact on their bal-
ance sheets is minimised
and financial stability
risks are contained."
Despite challenges, he
said, the Indian banking
sector has remained re-
silient and continued to
improve in various per-
formance parameters.
Besides MD and CEOs of
public sector banks and
certain private sector
banks, the meeting was
also attended by Deputy
Governor M. K. Jain
along with a few senior
officials of the RBI, the
central bank said in a
statement.

RBI Governor asks bankers
to be watchful of evolving
macroeconomic situation

Rupee falls 37 paise
to close at 81.63

against US dollar
Mumbai, Nov 17:  

The rupee depreciated
by 37 paise to close at 81.63
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
tracking the strength of
the American currency in
the overseas markets and
a muted trend in domestic
equities.

Forex traders said the
American currency
strengthened after strong
US retail sales data point-
ed to resilient consump-
tion adding room for
tighter policy by the US
Federal Reserve.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 81.62 and
later witnessed an intra-
day high of 81.45 and a low
of 81.68 during the session.
The domestic unit finally
settled at 81.63 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a fall of 37 paise
over its last close. On
Wednesday, the rupee de-
preciated by 35 paise to
close at 81.26 against the
US dollar.

New Delhi, Nov 17: 

Kia India is looking to
bring in more EV6 units
into the country in order
to cater to the pending
bookings, the automaker
said on Thursday. The
company said it has deliv-
ered 200 units of the EV6,
which comes as a com-
pletely built unit (CBU), to
customers till date. This
number is already twice
the initially planned 100
units for the entire year,
the South Korean au-
tomaker said in a state-
ment. "Now, the company
is planning to further in-
crease the total allocation
of EV6 in 2022 and com-
plete most of the pending
deliveries within this
year," it added. The compa-
ny had launched EV6 in
the country in June this

year, and the deliveries to
customers began last
month. "At the launch of
EV6, amid the very posi-
tive response received, we
had promised our cus-
tomers to bring in more
units of the EV6, over and
above the initially allotted
100 units for 2022. Going
forward, our focus will be
on completing the deliver-
ies of all the existing and
new bookings at the earli-
est," Kia India Chief Sales
Officer Myung-sik Sohn

stated. The EV6 is built on
Kia's dedicated EV plat-
form, the Electric-Global
Modular Platform (E-
GMP), and marks the be-
ginning of Kia's journey
into the EV space in the
country.

The car comes with a
driving range of up to 708
kilometres on a full charge
(ARAI certified). As part
of its EV roadmap, Kia
also plans to launch an
India-centric EV by 2025 in
the country.

Kia India looks to bring in more EV6
units to cater to pending orders

New Delhi, Nov 17:  

India will be launching
negotiations for a free
trade agreement (FTA)
with a region next week,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said. He said that negotia-
tions are going on with
countries, including the
UK, European Union,
Canada and Israel. "Next
week, we will be launching
one more very important
FTA," Goyal said here at a
function of consumer elec-
tronics. Though the minis-
ter did not disclose the
name of the region, there
is a likelihood that the
talks may start with the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) as the region was
keen to increase economic
engagement with India.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-

gion -- Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain. India has already
implemented a free trade
pact with the UAE in May
this year. In a free trade
agreement, two countries
or regions either signifi-
cantly reduce or eliminate
customs duties on a maxi-
mum number of goods
traded between them.
Besides, they also ease
norms to promote trade
and investments.

India to start talks for new
FTA next week: Goyal

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended lower on
Thursday in line with
weak global market
trends. The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 230.12
points or 0.37 per cent to
settle at 61,750.60. During
the day, it fell 337.45 points
or 0.54 per cent to 61,643.27.

The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 65.75 points or 0.36
per cent to end at 18,343.90.
From the Sensex pack,
Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, HDFC,
Dr Reddy's, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys, and HDFC Bank
were the major laggards.
Larsen & Toubro, Power
Grid, ICICI Bank and
Bharti Airtel were among
the winners. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended lower.

Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading most-
ly lower in the afternoon
session. Wall Street had
ended in the negative ter-
ritory on Wednesday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.46 per cent lower
at USD 92.43 per barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 386.06
crore on Wednesday, as per
exchange data.

Markets fall amid
weak global equities

T-SHIRT LAUNCH

Hero Electric Managing Director Naveen Munjal, Tour of Karnataka Founder Chethan
Ram, Oaks Asset Management Founder Vivek Anand and rider Thomas Bobby Philip
unveil a t-shirt during a press conference to announce the 1st edition of Bangalore
One Race and 8th edition of Tour of Karnataka, in Bengaluru, Thursday, Nov. 17.

Gurugram, Nov 17: 

Bharti Airtel, India’s
leading telecommunica-
tions services provider
today announced the
launch of its cutting edge
5G services in Gurugram.
Airtel 5G Plus services will
be available to customers in
a phased manner as the
company continues to con-
struct its network and com-
plete the roll out.
Customers with 5G enabled
devices will enjoy high
speed Airtel 5G Plus net-
work at no extra costuntil
the roll out is more wide-
spread.

Currently operational at
DLF Cyber Hub, DLF Phase
2, MG Road, Rajiv Chowk,
IffcoChowk, Atlas Chowk,
UdyogVihar, Nirvana
Country, Gurugram rail-
way station, Civil lines,

Ardee city, Huda city center,
Gurugram National
Highway and few other se-
lect locations, Airtel will
augment its network mak-
ing its services available
across the city in due
course of time.

Commenting on the
launch, NidhiLauria, CEO,
Bharti Airtel, Delhi - NCR
said, “I am thrilled to an-
nounce the launch of Airtel
5G Plus in Gurugram.
Airtel customers can now
experience ultrafast net-
work and enjoy speeds upto
20-30 times faster than the
current 4G speeds. We are
in the process of lightning
the entire city which will
allow customers to enjoy
superfast access to High-
definition video streaming,
gaming, multiple chatting,
instant uploading of photos
and more.”

Airtel 5G Plus now
live in Gurugram

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd
India's fifth-largest cement
group and the leading ce-
ment player in East India,
in terms of capacity, re-
cently received the presti-
gious Green Pro certifica-
tion for six of its ready-
mix concrete plants.
Patencheru, Miyapur
(Hyderabad), Whitefield
(Bengaluru), Sanathal
(Gujarat), Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) and Gurgaon
(Haryana) received the
Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC-CII)
“Greenpro Ecolabel” for
producing Ecodure -
Green Concrete. Green
Pro Ecolabel is accredited
by Global Ecolabelling
Network (GEN) through

GENICES (GEN’s
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
Coordinated Ecolabelling
System) to end users in
the building and manu-
facturing sector for
choosing sustainable
products, materials, and
technologies reducing
the environmental im-

pact. In comparison to
conventional OPC mixes,
Nuvoco's Ecodure prod-
ucts - Ecodure, Ecodure
Prime and Ecodure Plus -
reduce carbon emissions
by up to 60%. As a result,
leading architects and
developers consider it
the first choice for sus-

tainable and circular
construction. Moreover,
the company also issues
Green Pro-Certificates to
end customers who have
consciously made an in-
formed choice to buy eco-
friendly products with a
minimum environmen-
tal impact. Upon receiv-
ing the recognition and
certification, Ms.
Madhumita Basu, Chief
Strategy & Marketing
Officer at Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd., said, “This is
a testament to our com-
mitment to creating
value for our stakehold-
ers by offering innova-
tive and sustainable
products from our
C o n s t r u c t i o n
Development &
Innovation Centre.

Nuvoco’s Six Ready-Mix Concrete
Plants gets GreenPro Ecolabel

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

The all-new offering brings
together KFC’s signature
Chicken Popcorn & the nation’s
much loved Maggi noodles –
for the first time ever!
India,2022: BhookLagi? Toh
‘Let’s KFC!’ Because for the
first time, in what undoubtedly
is the most epic collaboration
of 2022, KFC India partners
with Nestle to delight fans
with the KFC Popcorn
BowlMade with Maggi. The
two iconic brands have joined
hands to create the one, the
only, the crunchiest and slurpi-
est combo of KFC’s signature
Chicken Popcorn&Maggi noo-
dles in one perfect bowl!
Bringing together hot, steam-
ing, deliciously masaledaarand
so so slurpy Maggi noodles,
with flavorful Chicken
Popcorn, tender on the inside
but unbelievably crispy on the

outside, this limited time bowl
of happiness is sure to add
much crispiness to your undy-
ing love for Maggi noodles &
KFC Chicken.  Talking about
this iconic partnership, Moksh
Chopra, GM, KFC India said,
“Both Maggi and KFC are icon-
ic brands that consumers love
and truly enjoy. The coming
together of this epic collab
was therefore very much on
the cards, and perhaps some-
thing that our fans always
hoped for. And what a deli-
cious recipe this partnership
has resulted in! We are thrilled
to offer KFC & Maggi fans the
limited-edition KFC Popcorn
Bowl Made with Maggi; that is
sure to offer a finger lickin’
good time, with a slurpy
twist!” The bowl comes in two
distinct much-loved flavours –
with Chicken Popcorn & Veg
Patty - and is sure to get you
slurping & crunching. 

Nestle introduces KFC
Popcorn made with Maggi

Mumbai, Nov 17:

Nearly half of the small
businesses will not be able
to claw back their margins
to the pre-pandemic levels
even though almost all of
them will be able to match
the fiscal 2020 revenue lev-
els this fiscal due to the in-
ability to completely pass
on high commodity prices
and the rupee's fall, as per a
report. According to the
Crisil report on Wednesday,
while almost all small busi-
nesses are likely to close
this fiscal at the FY20 top-
line levels, as much as 43
per cent of them will close
the fiscal with pre-pandem-
ic margins because of their
inability to completely pass
on the high prices in some
commodities as well as an
unfavourable exchange
rate. The report is based on

69 sectors and 147 clusters
or two-thirds of the MSME
universe, which logged an
aggregate revenue of Rs 56
lakh crore, representing 20-
25 per cent of the GDP.
According to Pushan
Sharma, a director at the
agency, the overall MSME
sector is expected to bounce
back to 1.27 times the pre-
pandemic level in terms of
revenue this fiscal. While
their operating margin is
expected to touch the pre-
pandemic level this fiscal
for 43 per cent of MSMEs by
value will buck the trend.
Around 30 per cent of this
43 per cent who are from
sectors like chemicals, milk
& dairy, and packaged
foods, will not reach the
pre-pandemic margin level
due to high prices of com-
modities such as crude oil
and milk. The remaining 13

per cent from sectors like
pharma (bulk drugs) and
gems & jewellery will fall
short of the mark due to
rupee depreciation. While
the rupee fell to 82.3 a dollar
in October against 70.9 per
dollar in the pre-pandemic
era, crude prices have been
averaging at USD 104/bar-
rel between April and
October compared to USD
61/barrel pre-pandemic.
Crude and crude deriva-
tives are used as inputs for
many SME sectors, includ-
ing chemicals, dyes and pig-
ments and construction
roads. An increase in fod-
der prices, unavailability of
green fodder, and loss of
milk production as the in-
semination rate was affect-
ed in fiscal 2021 due to lock-
down led to an 11 per cent
increase in milk prices in
fiscal 2022.

43% of MSMEs to close this fiscal
with pre-pandemic margins

A
ctress Mitaali Nag, who is set to enter the web se-
ries 'Aashiqana 2' as Tejaswini Raizada, said that
playing a negative role is not easy. The actress

shares that while she liked her character as soon as she
heard the script, essaying it has been challenging for

her. "I have always been cautious about taking up
negative roles on TV. When the casting director,
Dimpy called me for this role, she insisted I hear
the brief before deciding whether to do it or not
because it was not a regular vamp that has been
seen on TV. After hearing the brief from Gul

Khan ji, who is not just producing but also
writing the series, I accepted the offer," she
said.

Mitaali has been part of a number of
TV shows including 'Dil Ki Nazar Se
Khoobsurat', 'Ghum Hai Kisikey Pyaar
Mein', 'Iss Pyaar Ko Kya Naam Doon? 3'
and many more. Now, the actress will be

seen entering the web series with the up-
coming episodes as a negative character.

She added: "But it's challenging and how. I
have never been so nervous. The first few
days of any project are always the first. We
are settling in with the team, we are getting in
the skin of the character. The comfort level is
still not there. But the confidence that I will
pull it off is always there. However, this time,
the pressure is more. But I am going to attempt
playing my first negative role of Tejaswini with
full honesty and I hope that the viewers see be-
yond the deeds that she would do and appreciate
my efforts as an actor while performing them."
However, from the career perspective, this char-
acter makes sense to her at this point of time. She
continues: "Playing a negative character immedi-
ately after playing a mentally challenged one is
definitely going to help me show my range as an
actor to the audience. As an actor, it is going to
be a challenge for me to play the role of
Tejaswini Raizada."

"Also, one of the driving factors for me to be
on board is that the series is conceptualised and
being written by Gul ji. She has created so many
successful shows. I have worked with her team
before. And they are one of the best teams to
work with. Actors are taken care of like babies
when at work," she further mentioned.

ACROSS

1. Breathing

6. What a pity!

10. Frog's kin

14. Is bold

15. Corporate symbol

16. Fairy tale starter

17. Love (Ital.)

18. Too early

20. Provides workers

21. Common article

22. Wiped clean

23. Largest continent

25. Work hard

26. Eased up

29. Predicament

30. First-aid ____

33. Unable to read

35. Actress ____ Bancroft

36. Banisters

37. Not well

38. Zones

39. Rim

40. Evaluation

42. Bear's hideaway

43. Pet pest

44. Rental agreements

45. Golf norms

46. Enjoy a book

47. Uncommon

50. Dairy animal

51. Motionless

55. Aggravates

57. Transparent

58. Harness part

59. Sub shop

60. San Antonio shrine

61. Hit

62. New Haven school

63. Pitches

DOWN

1. Comedian Sandler

2. Buddhist monk

3. Steamy appliance

4. Having many skills

5. Compass point (abbr.)

6. First Greek letter

7. Traditional knowledge

8. Develop

9. Unspecified person

10. Whole

11. Burden

12. Land parcel

13. Feat

19. Dry

21. Ocean current

24. Movie backdrops

25. Owner's proof

26. Televised
27. "____ Runner"
28. Adjust
29. Light wood
30. Leg joints
31. Foolish
32. Quizzes
34. Moves upward
35. Armored mammal
38. On a ship
40. By this time
41. Whole bunch
43. Reality
45. Publish
46. Comic ____ O'Donnell
47. Knights
48. Ship's staff
49. Diva's forte
50. Prison room
52. College official
53. Limping
54. Greek Cupid
56. Earl Grey, e.g.
57. Puma, e.g.
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In a first, Mitaali 
Nag plays a negative
role in ‘Aashiqana 2’

L
ast weekend, the prestigious
platform of Sony
Entertainment Television’s

singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol -
Season 13’ announced its Top 12
contestants! Now, with the competi-
tion getting tough and entertain-
ment double, this weekend, view-
ers will witness the, ‘India Ki
Farmaish’ episode on Saturday! On
Sunday, celebrating ‘legends,’ the
show will welcome Bollywood’s
evergreen actor, Dharmendra Ji
and everyone’s favorite actor,
Govinda who is fondly also ad-
dressed as ‘Chichi’ for the, ‘Heroes
No. 1’ special episode. Making the
evening even more, ‘musicana,’
Govinda’s wife Sunita Ahujaalong
with their son Yashvardhan Ahuja
will also be a part of the show!

Aap hai toh hum hai!  The, ‘India
Ki Farmaish’ special will see the
Top 12 contestants fulfil the wishes
of their many special fans. To
begin with, the cast of, ‘An Action
Hero’ - Ayushmann Khurrana
Jaideep Ahlawat followed by
Umesh Makhija who is the founder
of the ‘Rafi ji Fan Club’, Bhupinder
Singh a viral traffic police officer,
Madhu Lakhotia, a singer who
sings in reverse, ace singers Sachet
& Parampara and many more
names from all over the country
will put forward their ‘farmaish’
while supporting their favorite

contestants. Bhupinder Singh who
supports Rupam Bharnarhia will
showcase his unique traffic man-
agement skills through singing
and, an impressed Ayushmann
Khurana will profess his wish to
play Bhupendra’s role if ever a
film is being made on him.
Supporting Navdeep Wadali,
Madhu Lakhotia who’s talent is
singing in reverse, will not only
surprise everyone with her skill
but will also make everyone pres-
ent chuckle a little with her re-
verse singing. There’s more,

Jaideep would be seen requesting
Navdeep to sing the song, ‘Tu
Mane Ya Na Mane’ in his authen-
tic voice bringing out the lineage
of the, ‘Wadali Brothers.’ Vineet
Singh will be overjoyed meeting
his biggest fan, Umesh Makhija
who presents him with ‘vinyl CD’
signed by Rafi ji and would re-
quest Vineet to give his autograph
on it as well. Fans of Rishi Singh,
music composers Sachet and
Parampara will be seen sharing
some exciting trivia on the much
popular song ‘Bekahyali.’

Leading into Sunday, Govinda
will reveal how lucky he feels to
have been meeting Dharam ji for
14 years! While both the ‘heroes’
thoroughly enjoy the perform-
ance put forward by the Top 12
contestants, viewers will also get
to witness the amount of love, re-
spect and adulation Govinda has
for his Idol, Dharma Ji.
Reciprocating the same, Dharam
ji too will be seen talking about
the sweet camaraderie he shares
with Govinda making which fur-
ther highlights their bond.
Surprising Dharam ji, in a sweet
moment, Sunita Ahuja will get
parathas for Dharmendra ji who
thoroughly enjoys every bite. Not
only this, the legendary actors
will also share many interesting
trivia and moments from their
time in the entertainment indus-
try. Delivering extraordinary per-
formances this week, the Top 12
contestants; Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta Chakraborty,
Anushka Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das from
Kolkata, Chirag Kotwal from
Jammu,Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep Wadali from
Amritsar,Shivam Singh, Kavya
Limaye from Gujarat, Rupam
Bharnarhia from Amritsar will
surely leave the viewers mesmer-
ized with their singing talent!

‘Indian Idol - Season 13’ to fulfill ‘India Ki Farmaish’
WATCHO, one of the

fastest-growing OTT
platforms from Dish TV India
Limited, India's leading con-
tent distribution company,
has premiered a new nail-bit-
ing thriller series ‘Wajah’.
Inspired by true-life events,
the story is based on the mur-
der of a young innocent girl,
Gauri Saxena, from a small
town who befriends the son
of fashion mogul Rakesh
Mehra.
In her pursuit of the killer,
Inspector Sanjana causes
trouble for the bigshots of the
fashion industry and starts to
uncover the numerous hidden
truths. The series has a
strong star cast comprising
renowned names like Sanjay
Swaraj, Navina Bole,
Nishikant Dixit, Ayesha
Kapoor, Aruna Giri, and Nikhil
Parmar. Directed by Satish
Shukla and produced by
Aashish Vishwakarma, Satish
Shukla & Darshan
Khandelwal, the series is
cleverly written by Kumar
Siddharth. This real-life-
based stylishly written mur-
der mystery with a blend of
fashion is co-produced by
Samar Goyal with the brilliant
creativity of the cinematogra-
pher Anik R. Verma and
Editor Pushkar Bhaskar Pant.

‘Wajah’,  new nail-biting thriller series

Star Bharat is coming
up with a new show,”

Aashao ka Savera ….
Dheere Dheere which is
expected to premiere by
end of november. Rahil
Azam and Reena Kapoor
are the lead actors in the
show which is produced
by Swastik Productions.

The preparations of
Aashao ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
started off with Muhurat
pooja on the very first day
of shoot for a fresh and
good start. The whole set
was present in the
Muhurat pooja. Pooja and
havan was performed by
lead actor Reena Kapoor
along with the director
and producer of the show.

To know more stay
tuned to watch ‘Aashao Ka

Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’ only on Star Bharat
coming soon.

‘Aashao ka savera…. Dheere
Dheere Se’ occasioned with

muhurat pooja
Bollywood actress

Parineeti Chopra, who
is currently enjoying the
response to her recently-
released movie "Uunchai",
feels honoured to have
worked with the towering
talents of Hindi cinema
like Amitabh Bachchan,
Anupam Kher, Boman
Irani, and Danny
Denzongpa.

The actress recently
shared a reel on her
Instagram which shows
her enjoying some behind
the scenes moments of the
film. In the reel, Parineeti
can be seen enjoying the
picturesque locales along
with Anupam Kher and
Boman Irani as she roams
around and poses at differ-
ent spots of the shooting
location.

"Uunchai", directed by

Sooraj Barjatya,revolves
around friendship and
learning about life has
proved to touch everyone's
heart with utmost ease.

Parineeti Chopra shares
BTS from picturesque
locations of ‘Uunchai’

T
he recently
launched trailer of
the Kajol-starrer

'Salaam Venky' has gained
a lot of positive response
owing to its heartwarm-
ing story and characters.
In a new development, the
trailer of 'Salaam Venky',
which has been helmed by
actress-director Revathy,
will now be attached to
Kajol's husband, Ajay
Devgn's upcoming movie
'Drishyam 2', sequel to his
hit 2015 Hindi remake of
the same name.

The audience, who are

extremely excited to
watch 'Drishyam 2' star-
ring Ajay Devgn, Tabu,
and Akshaye Khanna will

now have a double treat
with 'Salaam Venky'.
'Salaam Venky', which also
stars Vishal Jethwa as the

son of Kajol's character, is
a heartwarming story of a
mother-son duo that teach-
es the true meaning of the
celebration of life. The
film believes in the ideolo-
gy of "Zindagi lambi nahi,
badi honi chahiye".
Presented by Connekkt
Media and produced by
Suuraj Sinngh, Shraddha
Agrawal, and Varsha
Kukreja under the banner
BLIVE Productions and
RTAKE Studios, 'Salaam
Venky' is set to release in
cinemas on December 9,
2022.

Kajol’s ‘Salaam Venky’ theatrical trailer to be
attached with Ajay Devgn’s ‘Drishyam 2’

'K
umkum Bhagya'
actress Mugdha
Chaphekar will

disguise herself as fa-
mous Bollywood charac-
ter Basanti, played by star
Hema Malini in the 1975
blockbuster film 'Sholay'.
The actress talks about
the entire sequence for
which she will be don-
ning the look of the fa-
mous character.

She said: "When I first
got to know we will be
doing a new disguise look
for the upcoming track in
the show, I was really ex-
cited to see what it's going
to be. Soon, I was in-
formed that we would be
doing the iconic
Bollywood character

Basanti look for the up-
coming track and I was
thrilled. I have donned
many looks in disguise
before, but this is the first
time I will be getting into
Basanti's character look."

The 35-year-old actress,
who made her debut in
TV in 2006 with 'Kya
Mujhse Dosti Karoge',
further shares how she is
putting all her effort to
understand the body lan-
guage and look of origi-
nal Basanti which has be-
come an iconic character
over the years.

She added: "I honestly
like trying out new looks
because it kind of breaks
the monotony and adds
fun to the shoot.

Mugdha Chaphekar to
don the look of iconic
Basanti from ‘Sholay’
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Wellington, Nov 17 (PTI):

Having not learned from their mis-
takes, India will aim to shed their
archaic playing style for good with
the help of a "young and fearless"
bunch in the three-match T20I
series against New Zealand, begin-
ning here on Friday.
After the World Cup debacle in the
UAE last year, India did adopt an
aggressive batting approach but by
the time the next edition came
knocking, the top-order was found
wanting and failed to take the
attack to the opposition.
India found themselves running in
circles as the wait for their first ICC
trophy in nine years got longer.
With the next T20 global event two
years away, India have enough time
to identify and groom the players
for an attack-at-all costs approach
displayed by England.
Hardik Pandya, who could lead the
team in the next T20 showpiece,
will be captaining the side in Rohit
Sharma's absence.
Stand-in head coach VVS Laxman
has indicated that the management
will be keen to add only T20 spe-
cialists to meet the requirement of
the modern game. Though the
focus has shifted to ODIs ahead of
the World Cup next year, India
would like to make most of the T20
games here and the nine more they
play before the 50-over mega event.
Though Virat Kohli was in sublime
touch Down Under, the lack of
"intent" from Rohit and K L Rahul in
the powerplay was criticised heavi-
ly. There is a strong possibility that
all three will not play the shortest
format till the 2024 edition, and
therefore, India need to plan for the
future.
Ishan Kishan and Shubman Gill will
be the likely openers for the first

game here but the management
can also give Rishabh Pant another
opportunity at the top of the order.
Though India are fielding a second-
string team in New Zealand, the
squad members still have a decent
amount of international experience.
The highly rated Gill, who rose to
prominence with his exploits in the
U-19 World Cup in New Zealand
four years ago, will be hoping to
make his T20 debut here.
Kishan has already been tried at the
top regularly over the past 12
months and the series presents him
a good opportunity to make a
strong case for the team's pre-
ferred opener.
Sanju Samson has been handed
another chance and he would be
desperate to make it count. The

series also marks the return of
Washington Sundar after his injury
issues and he would be expected to
deliver both with bat and ball.
One major reason for India's T20
troubles has been their inability to
take wickets in the middle overs
through finger spinners. The New
Zealand games could reunite the
wrist spin duo of Kuldeep Yadav
and Yuzvendra Chahal, whose
exclusion from the World Cup XI
baffled many.
India also need an express pace
bowler alongside Jasprit Bumrah
and on that front Umran Malik
seems to be their best bet. He did
not have the best of times on his
maiden tour of Ireland and England
and will be eyeing more accuracy,
without compromising on raw pace.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Arshdeep
Singh are expected to share the

new ball, like they did in Australia.
Harshal Patel, who warmed the
bench in the World Cup, and
Mohammad Siraj, could also get a
game over the course of the series.
New Zealand, on the other hand,
will field a near full-strength side
under Kane Willamson's leadership.
Like India, they too would be smart-
ing from another loss in a World
Cup knockout game, and would
look to bounce back strongly.
The Black Caps will also be trying
out fast bowlers in the absence of
Trent Boult, who is unlikely to play
all games after opting out of a cen-
tral contract. Opener Martin Guptill,
too, has missed out with Finn Allen
joining Devon Conway at the top.
Williamson's strike rate was also
questioned during the ICC event
and he would be aiming to get back
to his free flowing best.

India to make another
‘fresh’ start with NZ T20s

New Zealand captain Kane Williamson (L) with India captain Hardik Pandya (R) pose with the T20
trophy two days out from the first T20 match during a standup on the Water Front in Wellington.

Match starts 12 PM IST.

Adelaide, Nov 17:

Australia's top-order
plundered an inexperi-
enced England attack to
celebrate Pat Cummins'
first match as ODI skip-
per with a comfortable
six-wicket victory in the
series opener in
Adelaide.

Chasing 288, after
Dawid Malan played a
lone hand with a formida-
ble innings of 134, David
Warner, Travis Head and
Steven Smith struck half-
centuries as Australia
reached the target with 19
balls to spare.

On a flat Adelaide Oval
pitch under lights,
Australia were never
threatened in their chase
after a 147-run opening
stand from Warner and
Head, who made an im-
pressive return to the
role vacated by retired
Aaron Finch.

Warner and Head
pounced on wide deliver-
ies and took a liking to
the short square bound-
aries on a ground where
they posted Australia's
ODI record opening stand
of 284 against Pakistan in
January 2017.

In front of his home
faithful, Head further en-
hanced his growing repu-
tation against the new
ball having entered the

match averaging 50.07
from 15 previous ODI in-
nings as an opener.

He eyed a third ODI ton
but fell for 69 off 57 balls
when he holed out in the
20th over. Smith, who was
on the fringes for most of
the T20 World Cup, then
issued a reminder of his
prowess in the 50-over
format with sweetly-
timed strokes coming in
at No.3. Warner seemed
headed for his 19th centu-
ry before his 84-ball
knock ended when he
was caught on the bound-
ary off David Willey, who
in his 61st ODI was
England's most experi-
enced bowler.

Willey then picked up
Marnus Labuschagne
cheaply to revive
England's faint hopes, but
Smith, who recently re-
fined his technique by
abandoning shuffling
across the crease,
slammed the door shut as
Australia drew first blood
in the three-match series.

David Warner, Steve Smith star as
Australia ease to six-wicket win

Australia's Travis Head (R)
celebrates reaching his
half century during the

first one-day international
(ODI) cricket match

between Australia and
England at the Adelaide
Oval on November 17 in

Adelaide.

Bengaluru, Nov 17 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu defeated
Goa by 57 runs in a Group
C match of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on
Thursday.

Batting first, Tamil
Nadu amassed 373 for 4
thanks to a blistering 168
by opener N Jagadeesan
and a ton by B Sai
Sudharsan (117). They re-
stricted the opposition to
316 for 6 in 50 overs.

Jagadeesan, who
brought up his third
straight century in the
tournament, looked on
course for a double ton be-
fore falling to Suyash S
Prabhudessai (2/87). He
was involved in a massive
276-run partnership for
the opening wicket with B
Sai Sudharsan (117, 112
balls, 13 fours).

Jagadeesan smashed 15
fours and six sixes in his
knock which put Tamil
Nadu on track for a mam-
moth score.

Sudharsan, who has
been in good form too,
matched his opening part-
ner stroke for stroke as the

two went on the offensive
from the start.

Though the rate of scor-
ing slowed down after the

exit of Sudharsan and
Jagadeesan, Aparajith
smashed three sixes in his
17-ball 31 to take TN to 373
for 4.

Goa put up a brave re-
sponse through half cen-
turies by Snehal
Kauthankar (67), Siddhesh
Lad (62 not out), Ishaan
Gadekar (51) and Eknath
(50).

Lad, who previously
played for Mumbai, gave it
his all. However, the huge
target proved beyond Goa.

It was the third win for
Tamil Nadu, the runners-
up last season.

In other matches, Kerala
beat Chhattisgarh by eight
wickets and Andhra
crushed Bihar by 132 runs
riding on a superb 154 by
Ashwin Hebbar and half-
centuries from Hanuma
Vihari and Ricky Bhui.

Meanwhile, Haryana
routed Arunachal Pradesh
by 306 runs with C K
Bishnoi and Yuvraj Singh
hammering tons.

TN beat Goa, easy wins for
Andhra, Kerala, Haryana

Tamil Nadu 373 for 4
in 50 overs (N Jagadeesan
168, B Sai Sudharsan 117,
B Aparajith 31 not out, M
Shahrukh Khan 29,
Arjun Tendulkar 2/61) vs
Goa 316 for 6 in 50 overs
(Snehal Kauthankar 67,
Siddhesh Lad 62 not
out,Ishaan Gadekar 51,
Eknath 50) by 57 runs.
TN: 4 points, Goa: 0.

Chhattisgarh 171 all
out in 48.1 overs
(Ashutosh Singh 40, Ajay
Mandal 30, Akhil Scaria
4/25, N Basil 3/40) lost to
Kerala 175 for 2 in 36.1
overs (P Rahul 92 not out,
Vatshal 35) by eight wick-
ets. Kerala: 4 points,
Chhattisgarh: 0.

Andhra 302 for 7 in 50

overs (Ashwin Hebbar
154, 141 balls, 10X4, 4X6),
Hanuma Vihari 52, Ricky
Bhui 52) beat Bihar 170
all out by 132 runs
(Pratap 60, Sachin Kumar
Singh 42, M Harishankar
Reddy 3/21, B Ayyappa
2/19). Andhra: 4 points,
Bihar: 0.

Haryana 397 for 8 in 50
overs (C K Bishnoi 134
(124 balls, 16X4, 1X6),
Yuvraj Singh 131 (116
balls, 12X4, 3X6),
Himanshu Rana 38,
Nishant Sindhu 36, Niia
5/84) beat Arunachal
Pradesh 91 all out (Rahul
Tewatia 4/24, Mohit
Sharma 2/7) by 306 runs.
Haryana: 4 points,
Arunachal: 0.

Brief scores

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI):

Indian boxer Lashu Yadav
made her way into the
women's 70kg quarterfinals
after thrashing Poland's Marta
Czerwinska by unanimous
decision in the Youth men's
and women's World Boxing
Championships in La Nucia,
Spain.
Besides Lashu's commanding
5-0 win, Preeti Dahiya and the
country's two male pugilists
also progressed into the next
stage.
Preeti blanked Colombia's
Claudia Daniela 4-0 in the
women's 57kg round of 32
bout.
In the men's section, Harsh
exhibited an equally dominant
display against Hungary's
Levente Olah to pocket the
60kg opening round match
comfortably by 5-0 margin.
Ashish, on the other hand, was
given a walkover in his 54kg
round of 32 contest against
Nima Bayati of Iran.
Meanwhile, India's unbeaten
run in the prestigious event
came to a halt after the Asian

youth bronze medallist Pranjal
Yadav endured a close 2-3 loss
against Uzbekistan's Oltinoy
Sotimboeva in a hard-fought
women's 81kg last-16
encounter.
Six Indian male boxers will be
seen in action on the third day
of the competition. While
Asian youth champion Vanshaj
(63.5kg), Jadumani Singh
Mandengbam (51kg), Aman
Rathore (67kg), Rockey
Chaudhary (80kg) and Bharat
Joon (92kg) will fight in their
respective round-of-32 match-
es, Rhythm (+92kg) will play
in the pre-quarterfinals.

Lashu advances into
QFs; four Indians

progress on second dayWellington, Nov 17 (PTI):

Former India head
coach Ravi Shastri on
Thursday said there is "no
harm" in appointing a sep-
arate T20 captain and
identified premier all-
rounder Hardik Pandya as
the ideal candidate. In the
absence of regular skipper
Rohit Sharma, Hardik will
lead India in the three-
match T20Is series in New
Zealand, starting Friday.
"For T20 cricket, there is
no harm in having a new
captain," Shastri told re-
porters ahead of the first
T20I here.

"Because the volume of
cricket is such, that for one
player to play all three for-
mats of the game is never
going to be easy. "If Rohit is
already leading in Tests
and ODIs, there is no harm
in identifying a new T20I
captain, and if his name is
Hardik Pandya, so be it."
Stand-in head coach VVS
Laxman on Thursday said
India will be looking to
identify T20 specialists as
it seeks course correction

after yet another World
Cup failure, and Shastri
agreed with the NCA head.
"That's the way forward,
VVS is right. They'll iden-
tify specialists, especially
among the youngsters.
"That should be the
mantra, two years from
now identify and make
that team into a terrific
fielding side and identify
roles for these youngsters
who could be fearless and
play that kind of cricket
without any baggage." For
the T20Is against New
Zealand the likes of
Shubman Gill, Umran
Malik, Ishan Kishan and
Sanju Samson have been
given a chance as senior
players have been rested.

No harm in having new
T20 captain: Shastri

Abu Dhabi, Nov 17 (AP):

Lionel Messi played the
entire game in Argentina's
final World Cup warmup
and scored in a 5-0 rout of
the United Arab Emirates
as the pre-tournament fa-
vorites stretched their un-
beaten run to 36 games.

Messi scored his team's
fourth goal right before
the break, having also set
up Juli n lvarez to open the
scoring in the 17th minute.
Angel di Maria scored
twice in between.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni made four changes
at halftime but opted
against resting his star
player, leaving Messi on
for the full 90 minutes.
Messi has now scored 10
goals in his last five ap-
pearances for Argentina
and took his overall tally
to 91 goals. Inter Milan for-
ward Joaqu n Correa
scored the visitors' fifth
goal on the hour mark.
Argentina starts its World
Cup tournament against
Saudi Arabia on Nov. 22. It
also faces Mexico and
Poland in Group C. "We're
confident," midfielder
Rodrigo De Paul said.

"But for many it will
their first World Cup so

the first game will be very
important."

Messi scores as Argentina routs
UAE 5-0 in World Cup warmup

UAE's forward Abdullah Ramadan (R) ,marks Argentina's forward
Lionel Messi during the friendly football match between Argentina
and the United Arab Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed
Stadium in Abu Dhabi.

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI):

India players Poonam
Yadav, Deepti Sharma,
Pooja Vastrakar and Sneh
Rana were on Thursday
named captains of the
four respective teams that
will feature in Senior
Women's Challenger T20
Trophy, to be played in
Raipur from November
20.

For fringe India and do-
mestic players, the event
will be a good platform to
display their talent ahead
of the home series against
Australia next month.
The inaugural Women's
IPL takes place in March
and that will also be at the
back of the players' mind.

All games will be played

at Raipur's Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh
International Stadium.
The final will be played on
November 26.

India A: Poonam Yadav
(C), Harleen Deol (VC),
Muskan Malik, S. Sajna,
Amanjot Kaur, Disha
Kasat, Shriyanka Patil,
Saika Ishaque, Meghna
Singh, Anjali Sarwani,
Sahana Pawar, Nuzhat
Parween (WK), Shivali
Shinde (WK), S. Anusha.

India B: Deepti Sharma
(C), Shafali Verma (VC),
Dhara Gujjar, Yuvashree,
Arundhati Reddy, Nishu
Chaudhary, Humeira Kazi,
Devika Vaidya, S.S Kalal,
Monica Patel, S.L. Meena,
Simran Dil Bahadur,
Taniyaa Sapna Bhatia

(WK), Laxmi Yadav (WK)
India C: Pooja

Vastrakar (C), S. Meghana
(VC), Priya Punia, Simran
Shaikh, Tarranum
Pathan, K.P. Navgire,
Anjali Singh, Rashi
Kanojia Saranya Gadwal,
Keerthy James, Komal
Zanzad, Ajima Sangma,
Richa Ghosh (WK),
Mamatha (WK).

India D: Sneh Rana (C),
Jemimah Rodrigues (VC),
Ashwini Kumari, D.
Hemalatha, Kanika
Ahuja, Jasia Akhter,
Yastika Bhatia, Priyanka
Priyadarshini, Shikha
Pandey, S.B. Pokharkar,
Renuka Singh, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Aparna
Mondal (WK), Sushma
Verma (WK).

Poonam, Deepti, Sneh, Pooja named
captains for Women’s T20 Challenger

Turin, Nov 17 (AP):

Five-time champion
Novak Djokovic eased into
the final four of the ATP
Finals with a 6-4, 6-1 win
over Andrey Rublev.

It took the seventh-seed-
ed Djokovic just 68 min-
utes to see off Rublev and
make it two wins out of
two in Turin to qualify for
his 11th semifinal in 15 ap-
pearances at the year-end
tournament.

Djokovic is aiming to
equal Roger Federer's
record six titles at the
event. His last victory
came in 2015.

"I played very, very well.
One of the best matches of

the year without a doubt,"
Djokovic said. "He is a
tough opponent. A great
competitor. He possesses a
lot of strengths in his
game. I managed to find
the right attitude and the
right game.

"He went down in his en-
ergy a little in the second
and I wanted to use the
momentum and energy
from my side in the first
few games and it was a
flawless second set."

In a first set dominated
by serving on the fast in-
door court, the first break
point didn't come until the
final game and when
Djokovic hit a return
down the line to take the
opener, Rublev threw his
racket down in frustra-
tion.

Djokovic broke early in
the second set and took a 3-
0 lead with no way back
for Rublev. The Russian
won two points in the final
two games as Djokovic
broke again and went on
to take the match.

Djokovic beat Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the players'
opening match.

Djokovic eases into
semifinals with 

victory over Rublev
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Busted 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: An interna-
tional drug racket having
links across the border was
busted following the recov-
ery of 20 kg heroin and the
arrest of one person in
Punjab's Ludhiana, said the
Narcotics Control Bureau
on Thursday. Besides hero-
in, cash amounting to Rs
5.86 lakh, foreign currency
(Dirham) worth Rs 2,850,
two bullets, 20 branded
watches, 250 grams of sil-
ver coins, 17 grams of
opium, two laptops, five
pen drives, seven sim
cards, five mobile phones
and some documents have
been recovered by the
NCB's Chandigarh unit, a
senior official said.

Detained 
JJaaiippuurr:: Three people,
including a juvenile, have
been detained in connec-
tion with the blast on the
Udaipur-Ahmedabad rail-
way track, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused
were upset as they were
not given compensation
or a job after their land
was acquired by Indian
Railways and Hindustan
Zinc Limited.

Warrant 
KKaannppuurr:: A local court has
issued a non-bailable war-
rant (NBW)against
Samajwadi Party MLA Irfan
Solanki and his younger
brother in a rioting and
arson case, officials said on
Thursday. The NBW was
issued against Solanki and
his brother Rizwan by a spe-
cial MP-MLA court on
Wednesday after a case was
registered against them at
Jajmau police station, said
Joint Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)
Anand Prakash Tiwari.

WB Guv
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: C V Ananda
Bose was on Thursday
appointed the Governor of
West Bengal, a commu-
nique from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said. His appoint-
ment will take effect on the
date he assumes charge of
his office, it said.

Arrest
KKoollkkaattaa::The Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on

Thursday arrested senior

Trinamool Congress

leader Anubrata Mondal

in a cattle smuggling case

after a marathon interro-

gation at Asansol

Correctional Home where

he has been lodged, the

agency officials said. He

was earlier apprehended

by the CBI in the same

case in August and is in

judicial custody.
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BRIEF

An Iranian woman reacts during a
protest against the government of

Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini,
who was arrested by the morality
police for not wearing the 'hijab'

properly, at Church Street in
Bengaluru, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

India has evidence so-
cial media platforms are
being used to raise terror
funds, NIA Director
General Dinkar Gupta
said Thursday, underlin-
ing that the issue will be
deliberated during a two-
day international ministe-
rial conference on coun-
tering terror financing.

Addressing a press con-
ference ahead of the meet-
ing beginning Friday,
Gupta also said Pakistan
and Afghanistan were not
participating in the con-
ference, while China was
yet to confirm.

The third 'No Money for
Terror Ministerial
Conference on Counter-
Terrorism Financing'
hosted by the Ministry of
Home Affairs will be inau-
gurated by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and at-
tended by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
among others.

Asked if Pakistan,
China and Afghanistan
were invited to the confer-
ence, Secretary (West),
Ministry of External

Affairs, Sanjay Verma
said, "China has been in-
vited." He, however, re-
mained silent on the other
two neighbouring coun-
tries.

Giving details of the
conference, Gupta made it
clear that no country-spe-
cific discussion is part of
the agenda but representa-
tives of 73 nations, includ-
ing ministers of over 20 of
them, will discuss with an
open heart all issues, be it
the source of terror, the
threat or its funding.

"Every participating
country has full right to
express its views," he said.

Gupta said terror activi-
ties have declined in India
during the last eight years,
and there is a "huge reduc-
tion" in terror activities in
all "theatres of conflicts",
be it Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, the northeast or

the areas affected by Left
Wing Extremism.

He said it was a battle to
be fought, and the country
has to strengthen its infra-
structure, mechanisms,
and frameworks to fight
this menace of global ter-
rorism and its financing.

To a question on the in-
clusion of social media
platform regulation in the
agenda of the terror fi-
nancing conference,
Gupta said social media
platforms are being used
to raise financing, funding
or as crowdfunding plat-
forms.

"We do have evidence of
this kind of thing happen-
ing. This is an issue that
needs to be discussed be-
cause such platforms are
being used for raising fi-
nances which are being
used in terror activities,"
he said.

Raipur, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A First Information
Report (FIR) has been reg-
istered against Richa Jogi,
former Chhattisgarh chief
minister late Ajit Jogi's
daughter-in-law, after her
caste certificate was can-
celled.

Jogi's certificate which
declared her to be belong-
ing to a Scheduled Tribe
(ST) was cancelled by the
High Level Certification
Scrutiny Committee of
the state's Tribal
Development Department
in June 2021.

A case was registered in
this connection in
Mungeli district on
Wednesday under section
10 of the Chhattisgarh
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
(Regulation of Social
Status Certification) Act,
2013, the police official
added. L R Kurre, assis-

tant commissioner of the
Tribal Development
Department, Mungeli, had
submitted an application
to the Mungeli police sta-
tion seeking legal action
against Richa Jogi, he
said.

Richa is the wife of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) state
president and former
MLA Amit Jogi whose
tribal status caste certifi-
cate was cancelled by the
scrutiny committee earli-
er.

Jashpur, Nov 17: 

A 28-year-old Kabaddi
player, who suffered seri-
ous injuries during a
match last month in
Jashpur district, has died
during treatment in a pri-
vate hospital, officials said
on Thursday.

This is the third death of
a player since last month
after participating in
Kabaddi matches held as
part of the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics,
an event being hosted by
the state government.
Samaru Kerketta, who suf-

fered injuries during a
kabaddi match held in
Sundhru village of
Jashpur on October 17,
died on Wednesday after-
noon, a district administra-
tion official said.

Kerketta, a native of
Ghumra village in
Jashpur, had suffered a se-
rious spinal cord injury. He
was initially taken to the
Tapkara Primary Health
Centre located nearby from
where he was referred to
the Jindal Hospital in
neighbouring Raigarh dis-
trict where he succumbed
after nearly a month-long
treatment, he said. "The
player was being treated
for quadriplegia cervical

spine injury and was kept
on ventilator support.
Despite all the efforts made
by doctors, he could not be
saved," the official said.

Jashpur Collector Ravi
Mittal said the district ad-
ministration will extend
every possible assistance to
the family of the deceased.
Earlier, a woman Kabbadi
player who had suffered in-
juries during a match held
as part of the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
in Kondagaon district died
at a hospital in Raipur on
October 15. Besides, a 32-
year-old man who was crit-
ically injured during a
match in Raigarh district
died on October 11.

Varanasi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A Varanasi court on
Thursday rejected
Gyanvapi Masjid commit-
tee's objection to a petition
seeking right to worship
'Shivling' claimed to have
been found in the mosque
complex and fixed
December 2 for hearing
the case.

Fast-track court Judge
Mahendra Kumar Pandey
found the petition filed by
Kiran Singh worth hear-
ing and fixed December 2
for taking up the matter,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Sulabh Prakash said.

The court rejected the
objection filed by
Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee ques-
tioning maintainability of
the Singh's plea.

The mosque committee
had objected to the plea cit-
ing the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act,
1991. The Act states that
the religious character of
any place of worship as it
existed on August 15, 1947,
must be maintained.

Prakash said lawyers of
the Hindu side argued that
Waqf Act is not applicable
to them. The fast-track
court had on Monday post-
poned its judgement on
the matter till November
17. After hearing the argu-
ments of both the sides to

the dispute, the court had,
on October 27, reserved its
order on the suit for
November 8. As the judge
was on leave on November
8 the matter was posted for
November 14.

On May 24, plaintiff
Kiran Singh, general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Vedic
Sanatan Sangh, filed the
suit in the Varanasi dis-
trict court, seeking a ban
on the entry of Muslims
into the Gyanvapi com-
plex, handing over of the
complex to the Sanatan
Sangh and permission to
offer prayers to the
'Shivling'. On May 25,
District Judge A K
Vishvesh had ordered the
transfer of the suit to the
fast-track court.

New Delhi Nov 17 (PTI): 

India's space pro-
gramme will soar into
new skies on Friday when
the country's first private-
ly developed rocket,
Vikram-S would be
launched by the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) from
its spaceport in
Sriharikota, about 115
kms from Chennai.

Decks have been
cleared for the four-year-
old startup Skyroot
Aerospace to make the
maiden launch of its
Vikram-S rocket, marking
the foray of private sector
into the country's space
industry, dominated by
the state-run ISRO for

decades. Skyroot
Aerospace has become the
first private company in
India to give wings to the
Indian space programme,
after the sector was

opened to private players
by the Centre in 2020.

The lift off of the first
Vikram-S rocket has been
scheduled at 11.30 am
with clear weather paving
the way for the launch as
against the earlier
planned November 15.

Vikram-S will soar to an
altitude of 81 km after its
launch from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre.
The launch vehicle has
been named so as a trib-
ute to the father of Indian
Space programme, the
late Vikram Sarabhai.

The Mission titled
'Prarambh' (the begin-
ning) would carry three
payloads belonging to two
domestic customers and a
foreign client.

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

In a setback to AAP
leader Satyendar Jain, a
Delhi court on Thursday
denied bail to him two oth-
ers in a money laundering
case, saying he was "prima
facie" involved in conceal-
ing the "proceeds of
crime".

On the two co-accused --
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain -- Special Judge Vikas
Dhull said they "knowing-
ly" assisted Jain in con-
cealing the proceeds of
crime and were "prima
facie guilty" of money
laundering.

The court said "prima

facie" Jain was "actually
involved in concealing the
proceeds of crime by giv-
ing cash to the Kolkata-
based entry operators and
thereafter, bringing the
cash into three compa-
nies... against the sale of
shares to show that in-
come of these three com-
panies was untainted one."

"By this process, the pro-
ceeds of crime to the tune
of 1/3rd of Rs 4.61 crore
has been laundered. Apart
from that, Jain has also
used the same modus
operandi to convert his
proceeds of crime of Rs 15
lakh by receiving accom-
modation entries from
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators in his company by
the name of J J Ideal
Estate Pvt Ltd," the court
noted.

Ranchi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Thursday claimed that the
allegations leveled against
him in a mining case are
"baseless".

Addressing reporters be-
fore leaving for the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) office in Ranchi, where
he is set to face questioning
in connection with the mat-
ter, Soren claimed that he
was a "victim of conspiracy"
by the Opposition. "The cen-
tral agency should level alle-
gations only after a detailed
investigation into the mat-
ter," he said. The ED sum-
moned Soren at its regional
office here for interrogation
in a money laundering case
linked to alleged illegal min-

ing in the state. The agency
has said it has "identified"
proceeds of crime relating
to illegal stone mining in the
state to the tune of Rs 1,000
crore till now. Soren, talking
to reporters, said, "If we cal-
culate the yearly revenue
from stone chips mining, it
would not touch Rs 1,000
crore. How they estimated
the figure is beyond under-
standing. I am going to ED
office and want to see how
they arrived at that figure." 

Mumbai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court on Thursday ex-
tended till December 19 its
earlier order directing the
Income Tax department to
not take any coercive ac-
tion against Reliance
ADAG group chairman
Anil Ambani on a show
cause notice seeking to
prosecute him under the
Black Money Act.

The order was extended
by a division bench of
Justices S V
Gangapurwala and S G
Dige after the Income Tax
department sought more
time to file its affidavit in
response to Ambani's peti-
tion challenging the no-
tice. When the petition
came up for hearing for

the first time on
September 26, the HC had
granted time till
November 17 to the tax de-
partment to file its affi-
davit and had asked it to
not take any coercive ac-
tion against Ambani till
then. On Thursday, the de-
partment sought further
time, following which the
bench adjourned the mat-
ter till December 19. The
court also said its earlier
order (of no coercive ac-
tion) would continue till
then. The I-T department
had issued a notice to
Ambani on August 8, 2022,
for allegedly evading Rs
420 crore in taxes on
undisclosed funds worth
more than Rs 814 crore
held in two Swiss bank ac-
counts.

Mumbai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A special CBI court here
on Thursday acquitted
gangster Chhota Rajan
and three others in a 2009
double murder case.

Special judge A M Patil
acquitted them for lack of
evidence, holding that the
prosecution failed to prove
the case beyond "reason-
able doubt".

It also could not prove
the conspiracy connected
to Rajan, the judge added.

The others who were ac-
quitted are Mohmmad Ali
Sheikh, Umaid Shaikh
and Pranay Rane.

As per the prosecution,
in July 2009 Sahid Gulam
Hussain, alias Chhote
Miya was shot by two men
on the footpath in
Nagpada area of south
Mumbai.

While escaping from the
spot, the assailants also
shot three others. Chhote
Miyan and Sayeed Arshad
succumbed to their in-
juries. During investiga-
tion, police arrested Rane,
who allegedly disclosed
the roles of the other ac-
cused. Rajan, however, will
not walk out of prison as
he is facing trials in sever-
al other cases. He has been
convicted in the journalist
J Dey murder case.

He is lodged in Delhi's
Tihar jail since his depor-
tation from Bali in
Indonesia in 2015.

No police 
clearance certificate

for Saudi visa
New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Indian nationals will no
longer be required to sub-
mit a police clearance cer-
tificate for obtaining a visa
for travelling to Saudi
Arabia, the embassy of
that country announced
on Thursday.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Saudi
Embassy, the decision has
been taken as part of ef-
forts of the two countries
to further strengthen rela-
tions. "In view of the
strong relations and
strategic partnership be-
tween the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and India,
the Kingdom has decided
to exempt the Indian na-
tionals from submitting a
Police Clearance
Certificate (PCC)," the
statement said. The PCC
will no longer be a require-
ment for Indian citizens to
obtain a visa for travelling
to Saudi Arabia, it said.

The Saudi Embassy said
it appreciates the contri-
bution of over two million
Indian citizens living
peacefully in the
Kingdom.

‘Social media used
to raise terror funds’

NIA Director General Dinkar
Gupta addresses a press 

conference regarding the third
edition of 'No Money for

Terror' conference, at National
Media Centre in New Delhi,

Thursday.

FIR against Ajit Jogi’s daughter-in-law 
̈ Over cancellation

of ST certificate

Richa Jogi

Section 10 of the SC, ST, OBC
Act provides that when a cer-
tificate is cancelled, the per-
son obtaining the certificate
shall be punished with rigor-
ous imprisonment for "a
term which shall not be less
than three months but which
may extend to two years"
along with a fine between Rs
2,000 to 20,000.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Richa Jogi in a state-
ment said the FIR showed
that the Congress govern-
ment was nervous about her
party's scheduled foot-
march. "I will challenge the
FIR in the court and will not
bow down before the
Congress government. The FIR
is an attempt to stop me from
attending 'Jogi Jan Adhikar
Padyatra' and it shows fear of
the Congress government as
our party is getting huge
response," she said.

Quantum of 
pinishment...

‘Will challenge 
FIR in court’

2009 DOUBLE MURDER CASE

Chhota Rajan
acquitted 

GYANVAPI MOSQUE CASE

Court dismisses Muslim plea
against Shivling worship

̈ To hear case 
on Dec 2 ̈ 3rd such death

since Oct

MATTER OF CONCERN

Kabaddi player dies after
injury during match

SETBACK TO AAP 

Satyendar Jain denied bail
̈ Court says ‘prima

facie’ concealed
‘proceeds of crime’

‘ILLEGAL’ MINING CASE

‘Charges against me baseless’

BLACK MONEY ACT NOTICE

HC relief for Anil Ambani

VOTER AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

Students create a 'rangoli' to spread voting awareness ahead of upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad, Thursday. 

India’s first privately developed
rocket set to soar today

Hemant Soren
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Bhilai, Nov 17:

Bhilai Maitri College or-
ganised the program
“Pahuna Ke Sangh
Chhattisgarhiya Rang” the
other day. The program
was celebrated in lieu of
22nd Rajyotsav celebration
of Chhattisgarh, in which
intercollegiate competi-
tions like Solo Folk Dance,
Group Folk Dance, and
quiz were organised. In the
inaugural session of the
program, Shashi Sinha
“Mayor” Risali Nagar
Nigam was the chief guest
and Rajni Rajak Lok Kala,
In-charge (BSP) was the
special guest. The program
started by lighting the
lamp in front of Goddess
Saraswati then the princi-
pal of the college Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil gave
welcome speech in honour
of the guests. Solo and
group dances were pre-
sented by the B Ed stu-
dents in the program.
Mayor Shashi Sinha
praised a lot about the sub-
ject and told that the art
and culture of
Chhattisgarh has its own
importance in the whole of

India and gives us special
place. Special guest Rajni
Rajak, Pandwani folk
music artist with her
charming Chhattisgarhi
speaking and singing en-
thralled everyone with her
unique presentation and
style of speech. In the clos-
ing session of this cultural
program, Chief Guest Dr
Aruna Palta Vice
Chancellor, Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg
graced with her presence
while Dr Prashant
Shrivastava, Dean,
Student Welfare per-
formed the role of special
guest. The trainees of the
college displayed their en-
thusiasm by putting up an
exhibition at various
stalls. The famous festivals
of Chhattisgarh, regional
dance, instruments, folk

crafts, costumes, Kaleva
tribe jewellery, freedom
fighters, along with
Krishiyantra, especially
Chhattisgarh’s Char
Chinhari, Narwa, Garwa
Ghurwa and Bari were de-
picted vividly. Vice-
Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
highly appreciated the ex-
hibition and told how such
stalls can become a means
of earning a living. In her
speech, she praised the
program organized and en-
couraged the youth while
Dr Prashant Shrivastava
also encouraged the
trainees to stay connected
by participating in such
programs. In concluding
remarks MECA Director S
Sajeev’s encouraging
speech infused new energy
in all the staff members
and trainees of the institu-

tion. President, Rajam
Sudhakaran presented the
emblem in honour of all
the guests. Dr Richa
Jyotindra and Trilok
Chowdhary were invited
as jury. First place in solo
dance competition was
bagged by Sonal Tiwari
( S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya), second
place by Neha Mimte
(Shriram College
Rajnandgaon) and third
place by Annapurna
(Sanskar City College,
Rajnandgaon). In group
dance competition first
prize was bagged by Bhilai
Maitri College, second
place by Prism School of
Education and third place
by Apollo College who
were honoured by Vice-
Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
and Dr Prashant

Srivastava. Also, an incen-
tive amount of 1500/- was
provided by the Vice
Chancellor for the special
group dance presentation
of the Bhilai Maitri
College. Rajam
Sudhakaran, President
MECA, Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Principal, Maitri
Vidya Niketan and

Director MECA, S
Sajeev and S Sajan,
Directors MECA, Dr
Beena Sajeev and Nishi
Sajan, members of MECA
made a very important
contribution in planning
and successfully executing
the entire program. On the
success of the program,
they congratulated
Principal Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil, Program
Coordinator Dr Shalini
Verma; organizing com-
mittee, Sadhana Tiwari,
Dr Tomeshwari Banchhor,
Nutan Dubey and the en-
tire faculty team of Bhilai
Maitri College as well as
motivated them to organ-
ise such programs in the
future. Vote of thanks was
given by Dr Shalini Verma
and the program ended
with the national anthem.

Bhilai Maitri College organises ‘Pahuna Ke Sangh Chhattisgarhiya Rang’

Bhilai, Nov 17: The Chief
Executive Officer of
Chhattisgarh State Wakf
Board has urged the peo-
ple not to believe on ru-
mours and fake messages
which state that Wakf
Board has claimed almost
half of the land of Durg
city. In a press commu-
niqué, Wakf Board CEO
requested the people to
have faith in the adminis-
tration and judicial sys-
tem. He clarified that the
Wakf Board has not
claimed any land nor is it
encroaching the rights of
any person. It was clari-
fied in the press release
that in the case of Durg
District, Wakf Board has
basically made the appli-
cation for updating the
revenue records of 03
mosques, 03 graveyards

and 01 Eidgah. Due to ban-
dobast in district Durg, the
renumbering of Khasras
has been done. By filing a
mutation application in
the Court of Tehsildar, the
reports are received from
Patwari/RI etc and the
revenue record is updated
after knowing the correct
Khasra number of the
land. When the applica-
tion is filed in the Tehsil
Court, all the concerned
persons of that khasra
number would have been
invited and everyone’s rev-
enue records and khasra
numbers would have been
updated. In this way every
concerned person would
be benefited. The Wakf
Board is not carrying out
the process of removing
encroachments or acquir-
ing land. This is evident

from the fact that the
Masjid /Kabristan /
Eidgah are located at its
place and the concerned
persons are also there at
the old Khasra Number.

Wakf Board CEO assert-
ed that they are trying to
update the records after
the renumbering in Misal
Bandobast and no action
has been taken to acquire
any land or remove any-
one from the land.

It is ridiculous that half
of the land of Durg City is
being claimed by the Wakf
Board. The Wakf Board is
in the process of updating
only 13.69 acres of land of
07 Wakf properties in the
revenue records of Durg
district. The misleading
information and rumours
were an attempt to spoil
the atmosphere of the city.

Do not believe in land claim rumours
and fake messages, urges Wakf Board

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177:: Some illegal
occupants identified as Shakeel
Ahmed, Pyaru, Mohd Qureshi
and Vandana Puranik had cap-
tured BSP land and made illegal
construction in front of Higher
Secondary School Ruabandha.
Illegal occupation / construc-
tion have been done on the
land. The Enforcement Section
of the Town Administration
Department was authorized to
execute the decree passed by
the Estate Court and take
action against the illegal occu-
pants. In compliance with the
order of the Estate Court, The

Enforcement Squad of BSP on
October 20, 2022 had visited
the site along with the
Executive Magistrate, Police
Force and Municipal
Corporation team for action. As
the illegal occupants sought a
time of 10 days citing the rea-

son for the Diwali festival, the
Enforcement Squad returned
that day. On Thursday, the evic-
tion proceedings against the
illegal occupants were conduct-
ed by the team of Enforcement
Section (at 11.30 am) in the
presence of Policemen of

Kotwali Police Station and
Executive Magistrate
Satyendra Shukla. As per the
decree order, the encroach-
ment / construction on the BSP
land by 03 illegal occupants
were sealed in the condition as
it is. Action has not been taken

due to a pending case at High
Court filed by other occupant
Mohammad Qureshi. Any kind
of goods / items was not seized
during the proceedings and a
Panchnama of the proceedings
was prepared as per the rules.
The action to remove the illegal
encroachment on the land was
done after marking the land as
per the records. Some illegal
encroachers tried to interrupt
the eviction proceedings but
the police force managed to
control the situation. About 70
officers of Enforcement
Section, Land Section and Civil
Services personnel conducted
the proceedings. Action
against land mafia and illegal
occupants will continue in
future as well.

BSP takes action against
encroachers and land mafia
 Executes decree

passed on 07/10/2022

by Estate Court

Bhilai, Nov 16:

A state level painting
competition was organised
on November 14 by POW-
ERGRID, at its 400/200 KV
Substation premises,
Kumhari in association
with Bureau of Energy
Efficiency under the aegis
of Ministry of Power,
Government of India.
School student selected
from entire Chhattisgarh
in two categories i.e.,
Group A for 5th, 6th and 7th
Standard and group B for
8th, 9th, and 10th standard
participated in the competi-
tion. POWERGRID is the
nodal agency and has been
entrusted to conduct the
painting competition for
the state of Chhattisgarh.
Sunil Kumar Jain, Special
Secretary, School
Education was the chief
guest of the function along

with other luminaries,
Ujjawala Baghel, MD,
CSPTCL, Sanjeev Jain,
Advisor CREDA, Ashok
Kumar Mishra, Assistant
Commissioner (Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan) dis-
tinguished artist were pres-
ent on the occasion. S
Ravindra Kumar, ED-WR-I
POWERGRID presided
over the function. The
event started with Indian
tradition of lamp lighting

ceremony. At the outset, Raj
Kishore Das, Nodal Officer,
Painting Competition
Chhattisgarh spoke about
the objective of the event
and welcomed all distin-
guished guests. Henceforth,
S Ravindra Kumar ED-WR-
I while presiding over the
function gave introduction
of POWERGRID and its
role in nation building, par-
ticularly in the state of
Chhattisgarh. He also

spoke about energy conser-
vation and motivated stu-
dents to conserve energy to-
wards building at devel-
oped India by 2022.

Ashok Kumar Mishra,
Assistant Commissioner
KVS also spoke about en-
ergy conservation  and
importance of paintings
and its forms of expres-
sion. Sanjeev Jain
Advisor CREDA motivat-
ed the participants to go

for renewable sources of
energy. Finally, Ujjwala
Baghel, MD CSPTCL en-
couraged young partici-
pants to use alternate
sources of energy in their
day to day activity and em-
phasised on the impor-
tance of inculcating habit
of painting in youngsters
and also about theme of
the event i.e., energy con-
servation. DEO Durg was
adjudged as the best
District Education officer
of Chhattisgarh. At the
state level painting compe-
tition on Energy
Conservation at Power
Grid premises, two hours
on the spot painting com-
petition was held in two
categories i.e. Group A,
Group B. First, second
and third prizes included
a cash award of Rs 50,000/-
, 30,000/- and 20,000/- re-
spectively. In category A

the winners were 1st and
2nd Shasthi Rugra and
Aparna Sahu respectively
both from Mothers
Muskan Public School
Raipur and third prize to
Aayush Sahu, Krishna
Public School, Durg; in
category B Sameer Verma
of The Aditya Birla Public
School, Hirmi stood first,
Yukti Sethi of Holy Cross
SS School, Kapa, Raipur
second and Manjari Gupta
of Bharatiya Bhavan RK
Sardha Mandir stood
third. Prize winners of
both category A and B of
State Level Painting com-
petition will participate in
the National Level
Painting Competition
which is scheduled to be
held at New Delhi on
December 11, 2022. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Dr Shruti Tiwari, Deputy
Manager, POWERGRID.

Bhilai, Nov 17:

It was never easy to
make a mark and prove
yourself in the field of
arts, especially in the film
world. Multitalented Actor
Mayank Parakh, who hails
from Rajnandgaon city,
not only proved his mettle
in the field of arts, but has
also succeeded to establish
a distinct identity in the
entertainment industry.

Born in a joint Jain fam-
ily of Rajnandgaon,
Mayank Parakh is work-
ing in the field of stand up
comedy and acting. He is
also inclined towards
music. To pursue his pas-
sion for acting, Mayank
gave up his secured job of
civil engineering at L&T
Constructions. With his
talent and hard work, he is
succeeding to establish
himself in the film world.
During his initial journey
in the entertainment in-

dustry, he has become a
part of big films and web
series. His Hindi web se-
ries Lakhoon Mein Ek,
which was released on
Amazon Prime, brought
him fame with the charac-
ter of Bala. Mayank start-
ed getting good offers after
the success of this web se-
ries. His journey in the
film world began with
Telugu action / thriller
movie Goodachari. After
playing the character of
Caleb Mathew in another

Telugu movie - Wild Dog
with superstar Nagarjuna,
the doors of Telugu film
industry were opened for
him. In this film, he played
the role of an NIA agent.
His character was highly
appreciated. After this, he
played Umar, an inmate of
Kurur Jail in the Hotstar
web series Parampara
Season 2. His character as
Hussain in the Modern
Love Series on Amazon
was highly appreciated.

Recently his Telugu film
Yashoda, starring
Samantha Ruth Prabhu in
lead role, has been re-
leased which is playing in
cinemas now. In this
movie, he played the role
of the villain Nagu. The
film is based on a medical
scam and is enticing the
audience. Mayank is very
excited about his upcom-
ing four films and two web
series, which will be re-
leased soon. For the time
being, he urged the resi-
dents of Rajnandgaon to
watch Yashoda film in the-
atres and encourage him
to work better.

Actor Mayank Parakh making
a mark in the film world

 Four movies and
two web series to
be released soon

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177::  

Bank of Baroda (Bank), one
of India’s leading public sector
banks, today announced that it
is reducing its home loan inter-
est rates by 25 basis points
(bps) to 8.25% p.a. with effect
from November 14, 2022 for a
limited period. 

This is one of the lowest and
most competitive home loan
interest rates in the industry.
This special rate is available
till December 31, 2022. In addi-
tion to the 25 bps discount on
the rate of interest, the Bank is
also waiving off processing
charges.

The new rate beginning at
8.25% p.a. is available for bor-
rowers applying for fresh
home loans as well as on bal-
ance transfers. This special
rate is linked to a borrower’s

credit profile (CIBIL SCORE).
Key features of Bank of Baroda
Home Loans includes - Interest
rates starting at 8.25% p.a. for
a limited period; Zero process-
ing charges; Takeover of home
loans with minimum documen-
tation; Flexible tenure up to
360 months; No Pre-pay-
ment/Part-payment charges;
Door step service at major
centres; Avail Digital Home
Loans with quick approval in
just a few steps. 

To apply for a Bank of
Baroda Home Loan, applicants
can walk in to any of Bank of
Baroda’s branches across
India. Customers can also
apply online at
https://www.bankofbaroda.in/
p e r s o n a l - b a n k i n g
/loans/home-loan and get an
in-principle approval within
minutes.

BoB reduces Home Loan
Interest Rates by 25 bps to
8.25% for a limited period

State Level Painting Competition on Energy Conservation at POWERGRID 

Bhilai, Nov 17: 

In Bhilai, the puppets,
which have been enticing
children for the last 20
years, also danced on
Children’s Day. Universal
Puppet Theatre that has
been a pioneer in provid-
ing educational and
awareness-based enter-
tainment conducted pup-
pet shows throughout the
day to mark the birth an-
niversary of Chacha
Nehru. In the morning,
children enjoyed the pup-
pet show at Krishna
Public School in Utai for
one and a half hours. In
the afternoon there was a
puppet show at Shivam

Education Society Raipur.
It was performed at Mile
Stone School in Bhilai in
the evening. Thousands of
children took part and en-
joyed these shows.

Puppet show was in-
formative in an entertain-

ing way and covered a
wide range of awareness
themes such as health and
hygiene, cleanliness,
avoiding fast food, respect
for teacher, hand washing
etc. Vibhash Upadhyay,
Anita Upadhyay, Lal Babu
and Prahlad Kamde oper-
ated the puppets. The pop-
ularity of the show could
be judged from the fact
that many schools also
wanted puppet shows to
be conducted but due to
time constraints

Universal Puppet Theatre
could not fulfill their de-
mand. Stories from
Panchatantra were told
through traditional
Rajasthani thread pup-
pets, rod puppets and
hand puppets. Elephant,
Doraemon, Duck,
Dumpling, Angry Bird,
Doctor Pikachu etc. gave
good education through
story telling method.
There were quite a num-
ber of children but they
sat quietly in their seats

and watched the puppet
show. Director Vibhash
Upadhyay said that such
shows will continue to
happen in future as well
and children will be given
educational entertain-
ment.

Children introduced to the ancient art of puppetry
 Three puppet

shows on

Children’s Day

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1177:: The inaugural
ceremony of the National
Library Week celebrations was
organised at St Thomas
College. Dr Sapna Sharma,
Head of the Department of
Commerce welcomed the
gathering & highlighted the
importance of libraries in
keeping reading habits alive so
that future generations would
be able to express themselves
in writing.

Chief Guest of the occasion
Dr MG Roymon, Principal, St
Thomas College, unveiled the
logo of the Central Library that
depicted its commitment to
motivate students towards
achieving their pinnacle of
success. He appreciated the
initiative of the library com-
mittee & expressed his opti-
mism about sparking a
renewed interest in reading
through such activities. He

emphasized the valuable role
played by libraries & librarians
in transforming lives and
strengthening communities.
Various contests have been
organised by the Central
Library of the college through-
out the week to celebrate the
occasion & foster the spirit of
learning among the youth. Dr
Jyoti Bakshi, Head of the
Department of Botany shared
the programme schedule and
the rules that must be adhered
to by the contestants. She also
exhorted students from all dis-

ciplines to participate in large
numbers in the activities. The
function culminated with the
vote of thanks proposed by
Ritu Biswas, Librarian of the
Central Library of the institu-
tion. She acknowledged the
fact that the expansion of
libraries through digital
resources has enabled them to
serve society better than in the
past. However, she asseverat-
ed that digital libraries cannot
ever overshadow traditional
libraries and their ambience in
pursuit of knowledge.

Inauguration of National Library
Week at St Thomas College
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Prashant, Kartik, Prabhat into quarters of Squash championship

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1177::  Prashant
Agrawal defeated Darshan
Parekhh with the score of 15-17,
11-6,11-5 and 11-8 in the pre
quarter final match in the Men’s
category in the Chhattisgarh
State-level Squash champi-
onship being organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Squash Association (CSA) at

Municipal Corporation  Squash
complex here on Thursday.

Similarly, Kartik Soni, Didik
Karkashe, Prabhat Minj,
Animesh Parmar, Rahul Sahu,
Keshav Kumar Jalshatriya and
Harikrishnan won their match-
es.

In the Women’s category
matches, Shoumya Yadu and

Snehashri Panda won their
matches whereas in the Girls
Under 15 quarter final matches,
Pawani Sahu, Prakriti
Chandrakar and Yogita Thakur
won their matches to advance
ahead in the tournament.

In the Boys Under 11 catego-
ry matches, Atharva Trivedi,
Vedarth Dani, Jayavardhan
Singh, Shivam Tiwari won
matches to enter into quarters.

In the Boys Under 13 catego-
ry matches, Manas Dewangan,
Divyansh Agrawal, Divyam
Upadhayaya and Reyansh
Kulsheshtra entered into semi-
final. CSA Vice President Manoj
Kumar Agrawal provided the
above information in a state-
ment issued here.

Strengthening rural economy through RIPA: CM
AAmmbbaaggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  1177::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel went to
Chhuria and Chilhati in the Khujji
Assembly constituency and met
with the people. He said to the
officials at the very first meeting
that good work should be done at
the ground level. A complaint
concerning tendupatta payment
came yesterday. Within 8 days,
complete data will be collected
from each tendupatta collector,
and an investigation will be com-
pleted.

Chief Minister stated that
there was also a complaint of
water problem for which infor-
mation was obtained from offi-
cials. We are constantly
strengthening the rural economy

through initiatives such as the
Rural Industrial Park (RIPA).
Paddy procurement began on
November 1st this year and
Arhar, Udad, and Moong will also
be procured this time.

In his appeal for donation of
leftover of paddy husk from the
farms known as ‘paradan’, Chief
Minister stated that it is ideal for
the earth and stay cattle housed
in the ‘Gouthans’ and would save

the environment from pollution
as well.

In reply to a question, the
Chief Minister stated that the
formation of a district has led to
the speedy construction of dis-
trict-level infrastructure. All
facilities will be available soon.
On the issue of reservations, the
Chief Minister stated that the
reservation-related provisions in
the constitution shall be given to

everyone.
On the other hand, in response

to a query about the conserva-
tion of the Shivnath river, the
Chief Minister stated that we feel
the river should remain perennial
since work is being done to revi-
talize it. The river’s flow should
be maintained. Narva Yojana is
providing swift recharge. The
environment will be just fine, he
added. CM Baghel stated that
people are pleased with the pro-
grams implemented for tribals.
Even in small towns, bike show-
rooms are now opening. A road is
necessary if there is a bike. There
is no longer any opposition to the
road. He stated that people’s
attitudes have transformed.

People have found work. The
DANEX factory in Dantewada
employs 1500 workers. I was told
at Katekalyan that Mahuva peo-
ple gather through the net. She
wants to go to England and see
what they do with it. How strong
is their confidence, CM added.
CM said that people ask for
Atmanand School and  Banks and
there are so many programs that
money comes from various
schemes through DBT, and con-
sumers are frequently surprised.
Naxalism has weakened as a
result. CM Baghel said that the
tribal population of the state is
happy and satisfied with the wel-
fare schemes of the state gov-
ernment.

Big blow to ex-CM over the face on which
BJP would contest next VS polls: CM

Raipur, Nov 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on his return from Kanker
commenting upon ex-CM
Dr Raman Singh’s state-
ment said that earlier
when the ex-BJP State in-
Charge Purandheshwari
used to say, he (Raman)
does not used to believe
and now he is saying that
they would contest the
next VS poll on PM Modi’s
name and identity.
Terming it as a big blow in
gentle manner to ex-CM,
Baghel said that it is the
same reason that he is
making such statements
now. Last when ex-CM
Raman Singh was touring
all alone, at that time also
the organization did not
believed it to be correct

and with such statement
coming after tour of RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat
clearly indicates that Dr
Raman Singh has started
packing his bags, he
added.

Commenting upon RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat
statement that 40000 yrs
back DNA of all was the
same, CM questioned as to
why he is having so much
of hatred on this? CM
questioned as to why RSS
chief is appointed from a
privileged and upper caste
in particular only and why
not a person from Dalit or
a tribal community given
a chance to represent RSS?

Baghel said that it is copy-
ing Congress party’s Sewa
Dal that RSS has been
formed. The issues to
which RSS is now raising
has been raised by
Congress people long way
back, be it Lord Shri Ram,
cow, or ‘swadeshi’. In all
the cases, they (BJP and
RSS) are just copying
Congress.

To the demand of CM
Delhi Arvind Kejriwal to
the Election Commission
to remove photographs of
PM Modi from govern-
ment offices, saying that it
violates model code of
conduct, CM Baghel
termed it as state of his

(Kejriwal’s) mental bank-
ruptcy. Baghel said that at
one place he contest elec-
tions wearing Gandhi’s
cap and when he wins the
Punjab’s election,
Gandhiji’s photos are
missing and photos of
Sardar Vallabh Bhai and
Bhagat Singh are placed.
Going against the ideology
of both the main political
parties, Kejriwal wants
photo of Lord Ganesha
and Laxmi in the India
currency and this clearly
shows his mental status
and should first confirm to
which ideology be be-
lieves, Baghel demanded.

About denial by the cen-
tral government to refund
the Pension’s fund of the
employees from the state
after letter by CM Baghel
to the PM, CM Baghel said
that since it the fund of
the state government em-
ployees, they would defi-
nitely take it back and give
it to the employees.

Cong’s Savitri, BJP’s Netam
file nominations 

KKaannkkeerr,,  NNoovv  1177:: The candi-
dates of the ruling Congress
and opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party filed nomina-
tions on Thursday, the last
day, for the December 5
Bhanupratappur Assembly
by-election in Chhattisgarh.

The seat, reserved for
Scheduled Tribes, falls in
Kanker district of the
Maoist-affected Bastar divi-
sion.

Congress’s Savitri
Mandavi, the wife of the

deceased incumbent MLA
Manoj Singh Mandavi, was
accompanied by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
state Congress chief Mohan
Markam and other senior
leaders as she filed her
papers.

People of Bhanupratappur
have vowed to ensure
Mandavi’s victory by a
record margin, Baghel said.

The BJP has lost all four
by-polls held in the state
after the 2018 Assembly
polls and this time too it will
taste defeat, the CM said.
BJP nominee Brahmanand
Netam also filed his nomina-

tion on Thursday. He was
accompanied by former
chief minister Raman Singh,
state BJP chief Arun Sao,
BJP MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
and other leaders.

As many as 39 candidates
have filed their nominations
for the Bhanupratappur
bypoll.

The byelection became
necessary after the death of
Congress MLA and deputy
speaker of the Assembly
Manoj Singh Mandavi (58)
due to a heart attack on
October 16 this year.

He had represented
Bhanupratappur assembly

segment three times; was
first elected as a legislator
in 1998 in undivided Madhya
Pradesh.

A prominent tribal leader
from northern Bastar, he
had also served as minister
of state for home and pris-
ons during the Ajit Jogi-led
Congress government in the
state between 2000 and
2003.

Savitri Mandavi (56)
recently quit her job as a
government school teacher
after deciding to stand for
the election.

Brahmanand Netam is a
former MLA.

For Bhanupratapur
Assembly by-poll 

Issues raised by
RSS have been
raised by Cong long
way back

Adarsh International School organises Science Exhb and Anand Mela
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 17: Science
Exhibition and Anand
Mela was organized at
Adarsh International
School, by the name
“FESTIVISTA” , a fest full
of knowledge, fun and
enjoyment with attrac-
tions like art, craft, sci-
ence & state exhibitions
& food stalls . President
of Raipur Kerala
Samajam, Mr. VG Shashi
Kumar, inaugurated the
exhibition by cutting the
ribbon and lighting the
lamp at 9:00 am. Students
from class 1st to 12th con-
ducted the exhibition on

the basis of art and cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh in-
cluding different depart-

ments of science. Mainly
the horror zone created
in the school premises re-

ceived a lot of apprecia-
tion from the visitors.

The chief guest, along

with Principal Jasveer
Sarkar, inspected each
model and exhibition
and encouraged the ef-
forts of the students and
teachers. After that,
everyone along with the
parents enjoyed the
Anand Mela, in which
traditional dishes of
Chhattisgarh were pre-
pared by the teachers and
students. Some other
dishes were arranged
along with it. The main
objective of the program
was to inform the stu-
dents and visitors about
the culture, tradition and
traditional cuisine of
Chhattisgarh.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrated

with endless nationalistic fervor

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 17 The mag-
nificent programme was
presided by the Honble,
member of Parliament
Raipur Constituency
Sunil Soni as the chief
Guest. Dr. Programme in-
charge Sanjay Joshi,
Dansing Dewangan as
Programme co-ordinatior,
Kedar Gupta, Rajeev
Chaturvedi, Brajesh
Singh Thakur, Priyanka
were the distinguished
dignitaries   on the occa-
sion. Dr Archana Mishra
Principal KPS, Sarona,
Dr.Rakesh Mishra
Director KPS, Sarona and
A p a r n a T r i p a t h i
Academic Director, KPS,
Sarona extended floral
welcome to the galaxy of
guests.

The programme com-

menced with the  lamp
lighting before the por-
trait of goddess Maa
Saraswati the  by the Chief
Guest followed by the tra-
ditional Chhattisgarhi
welcome song of the stu-
dents.The Chief guest in
his speech stated that
“Azadi ka
AmritMahotsav” marked
its official beginning on
12th March 2021.The 75th
Anniversary of
Independence Day is
counted from 15th August
1947 to 15th August 2022.
The grandeur of the pro
reveals that near about164
schools in Raipur cele-
brated Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. KPS Sarona  or-
ganized various spectacu-
lar colorful patriotic pro-
grammes  to celebrate the
grand occasion. ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ The slogan by
Honorable Prime minister
made it a public move-
ment in India.

Sanjay Joshi told that it
was influenced by the fa-

mous Dandi march partic-
ipated by eighty persons
only. Students council of
KPS Sarona presented an
impressive march past. A
colorful cultural pro-
gramme was showcased
by Krishna Music College.
Chief guest interacted
with the members of the
students council. He
quenched the thirst of
questions by giving apt
replies to those. Neat dis-
play of pictures portraits
and slogans mesmerized
all the top brass digni-
taries.

Dr. ArchanaMishra
Principal KPS, Sarona ap-
preciated the painstaking
efforts of the students
council members to make
this event successful one.
She also extended a vote of
thanks to all the digni-
taries who attended the
programme to make it a
memorable one and being
the source of inspiration
to the students of KPS,
Sarona.

Special awareness program 
on stress management 

Raipur, Nov 17: A one-
day special workshop on
Stress Management was
organised by the
Department of Commerce
and Management of Mats
University, Raipur. The
program was organised at
Mats University’s (Impact
Centre), Jubilee Hall,
Pandri, Raipur. Dr. Dilip
Nalge, M.D. currently
working as professor at
R.D. Memorial Ayurvedic
Medical College and
Hospital, Bhopal was the
main speaker on the pro-
gramme. He  told the stu-
dents how to keep their
mind calm and concentrat-
ed in their hectic life, so
that we can achieve suc-

cess by setting our goals.
Head of Department Prof.
Dr. Umesh Gupta continu-
ously inspired the stu-
dents and professors to or-
ganize such events.

Chancellor of Mats
University Mr. Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor -
Prof. (Dr.) K. P. Yadav, Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Deepika Dhand, Director

General Mr. Priyesh
Pagaria, Registrar Mr.
Gokulananda Panda con-
gratulated the department
and wished the students a
bright future.

BALCO conducted felicitation ceremony in commemoration of Children’s Day

BBaallccoonnaaggaarr,,  ((KKoorrbbaa)),,  NNoovv  1177::
Bharat Aluminium Company
Limited (BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and a sub-
sidiary of Vedanta Aluminium,
celebrated Children’s Day with
great verve and fervor, under the
aegis of its project ‘Connect’ in
partnership with Sarthak Jan
Vikas Sansthan. 

The event featured celebra-
tion of young minds and their
exemplary achievements in aca-
demics through felicitation cere-
monies conducted at five differ-
ent intervention schools namely,

Govt. Secondary School,
Rumgara, Adarsh Higher
Secondary School BALCO,
Kanyashala Girls School BALCO,
Govt. Higher Secondary School
Godhi & Govt. Higher Secondary
School PWD, Rampur. During the
felicitation ceremony, the stu-
dents from class 9th -12th stan-
dard in SEMA subjects (Science,
English, Mathematics,
Accountancy) were encouraged
and motivated to continue the
outstanding performance and
were provided with books as a
token of appreciation.

Speaking about BALCO’s
endeavors, Mr. Abhijit Pati, CEO
& Director, BALCO, said, “With
the right skills and education,
our youth can play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India. Through
different interventions in educa-
tion, we aim to support the local
youth, helping them avail oppor-
tunities to learn, and explore
their respective domains of
interest. BALCO believes in
enabling each individual in the
community with the resources
they need to empower them-

selves, and our various commu-
nity development programmes
are aligned to that vision.”

Appreciating the initiative,
Mr. AK Rathore, Principal,
Adarsh Bal Mandir, said, “BALCO
is transforming young lives
through its flagship project
‘Connect’. Ceremonies like these
play an impactful role in boost-
ing the self confidence of stu-
dents along with motivating
them to put their best efforts in
academics.”

Shivani Rathore, a student of
Kanyashala Girls School BALCO,
said, “The felicitation ceremony
was extremely encouraging and
has further bolstered our com-
mitments to excel in our respec-
tive fields.”

Ritu Sahu, a class XI student,
said, “I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to BALCO for
not only supporting us but also
acknowledging our achieve-
ments.”

Project Connect initiated in
the year 2016, is supplementing
the community’s needs for qual-

ity education especially in
Science, English, Mathematics
and Accountancy (SEMA)
through field instructors and vol-
unteers from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The Project mainly
focuses on improving the learn-
ing environment in government
schools by working on improving
students’ grades, capacity build-
ing of teachers and career coun-
selling through employee volun-
teerism. Strengthening students’
academic and extracurricular
performance the project inter-
venes through a four fold strate-
gy of conducting regular classes,
remedial classes, working with
dropout students and organizing
summer and winter camps. The
regular classes have benefitted
over 2500 students through
direct intervention in six govern-
ment schools on SEMA (Science,
English, Math & Accountancy)
subjects. The remedial classes
have benefitted over 200 stu-
dents from neighbouring com-
munities through regular doubt
sessions in evening.

Railways announces pay grade
upgradation for 80,000 field officers

Raipur, Nov 17: Around
80,000 railway employees
facing stagnation in their
jobs now have an opportu-
nity to improve their pay
scale with the national
transporter announcing a
new provision under
which its supervisory
cadre will have a chance to
reach higher pay grades
equivalent to Group A offi-
cers.

Announcing the new
provision on Wednesday,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said there was
stagnation of supervisory
cadre of railway in Level-7
and the scope of their pro-
motion was negligible.

“There was a long pend-
ing demand for upgrada-

tion of supervisory cadre
since the last 16 years. The
only scope of promotion
was selection in 3,712 va-
cancies by giving exam in
Group ‘B’. Now provision
has been made for 50 per
cent people from Level 7 to
go to Level 8.

“Provision has been
made for promotion of 50
per cent people in non
functional grade from

Level-8 to Level 9 in four
years,” he said at a press
conference here.

The move is expected to
benefit 40,000 such super-
visor grade employees like
station masters, ticket
checkers, traffic inspec-
tors, among others whom
the minister described as
“field level workers”.

The push in pay grade
means that everyone will

get an average of Rs 2,500
to Rs 4,000 per month
extra salary.

In SECR more than
7500 employees are to be
benefitted. Out of them
3500 are in headquarters
and Bilaspur Division,
more than 2000 in Raipur
Division and more than
2000 in Nagpur Division.

This will entail a Rs
10,000 crore increase in
the wage bill, but the
minister said the step
will be financially neu-
tral as it will be compen-
sated primarily from the
savings that the railways
has made in its diesel
bill.

This will benefit super-
visors of civil, mechani-
cal, electrical, S&T traffic
chemical and S&T, metal-
lurgical, stores, and com-
mercial departments.

Investigation plays an important role in
sexual crimes against children: Shubhra

Raipur, Nov 17: Under the
guidance of District and
Sessions Judge and
President, District Legal
Services Authority Raipur
Mr. Santosh Sharma and as
per the instructions of
Supreme Court of New
Delhi the  the training and
workshop was organised by
the District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur on
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses Act 2012
(POCSO) and Juvenile
Justice Children’s Care and
Protection Act 2015 at Police
Training Center
Chandkhuri Mrs. Shubhra
Pachauri, Special Judge for
POCSO case, and Mr.
Rakesh Kumar Som,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge, District
Raipur  were present as
chief speakers and trainers
in the event. During the
training by Mrs. Shubhra

Pachauri, Special Judge
POCSO, it was informed
that investigation plays an
important role in sexual
crimes against children be-
cause the loopholes in inves-
tigation provide a chance to
escape for criminals who
commit such crimes. It was
informed by the judge that,
along with the children in
sexual crimes, the investiga-
tion proceedings should be
carried forward by the po-
lice with great sensitivity
and the role of a guardian
should be played tactfully
with the children in collect-
ing the evidence, so that
children can easily provide
information about the inci-
dent that happened to them.

The investigation room
should also be child-friendly
through the Special Police
Unit for children. Mr.
Rakesh Kumar Som,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge (POCSO)
said in his speech that today
in the incident of sexual
crimes against children,
there is only one close or
close person, so the police
should keep these facts in
mind while investigating. It
should be kept in mind that
many times the family
members try to create un-
necessary pressure on the
children to save them. In
such a situation to inform
the court, women and child
development, C.W.C. amd

other organizations cooper-
ations should be taken, so
that the children can be pro-
tected. The Judges gave de-
tailed information on DNA
test, collection of evidence,
proceedings in case of preg-
nancy, protection of wit-
nesses etc. in the training.
In the last speech, Judge
Mrs. Shubhra Pachauri said
that the duty to protect
childhood is on all of us, so
to save childhood from
black shadow like crime, we
all have to bring awareness
in the society together  and
District Legal Services
Authority Raipur is doing
this work in which all
should extend their cooper-
ation.

Benefits of govt schemes should
reach Divyangjan: Bhedia

Raipur, Nov 17: Social
Welfare Minister and
Chairperson of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Handicapped Finance and
Development Corporation,
Mrs Anila Bhendia took a
review meeting of district
managers of the
Corporation at Directorate
of Social Welfare, Mana
Camp, Raipur and gave
necessary guidelines for
empowerment of
Divyangjan. Minister said
that initiative should be
taken to give priority
loans to the disabled for
higher education to make
them self-reliant. Shee also
instructed all districts to
prepare proposals for
opening self-reliance cen-
ters on the lines of self-re-
liance centers operated in
Balod and Dantewada dis-
tricts. Mrs Bhedia asked

the officers to identify
such disabled people who
are not getting the benefits
of government schemes
and make government
schemes accessible to all
disabled people. On this
occasion, Director of
Social Welfare
Department, Mr. Ramesh
Kumar Sharma and
General Manager of
Chhattisgarh Disabled
Finance and Development
Corporation, Mr. Pankaj
Verma were also present.

Mrs. Bhendia said that
loans should be given to
Divyangjans for small
business in the villages
so that they can earn
their livelihood and they

can also repay the loan on
time. She also gave in-
structions to identify dis-
abled people and their
guardians who have not
deposited loans for a long
time and recover loans
from capable people. Mrs.
Bhendia also discussed
about the preparations
for the state level event on
International Day of
Disabled Persons and
gave necessary guide-
lines to the officials. She
also visited the state level
call center operated for
the elderly, disabled and
third gender community
in the directorate and
asked to provide employ-
ment to disabled women

there.
Director, Mr. Ramesh

Kumar Sharma said the
district officials that soft-
ware is being prepared at
the state level, in which
all the districts should
give complete informa-
tion regarding loans by
the end of this month. He
asked to encourage the
Divyangjan to deposit the
loan amount along with
checking the actual iden-
tification and actual rea-
sons for not depositing
the loan. Mr. Sharma said
that before giving the
loan, it is necessary to
check the utility of the
beneficiary and the sta-
tus of the previous loan.
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In KPS Sarona, Raipur

By Mats School of
Business Studies and
Management Studies

7500 in SECR to be
benefitted

Workshop on Care and
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses
Act concludes at Police
Training Center
Chandkhuri

Instructions to give 
priority loan to
Divyangjan for higher
education

“As a result of vigor-
ous persuasions of the
All India Railwaymen’s
Federation (AIRF) with
the Ministry of
Railways as well as
DoP&T and MoF(DoE),
the proposal of the
Railway Board regard-

ing upgradation of pay
scales of supervisors
from erstwhile GP
(grade pay) Rs 4,600 up
to Rs 5,400, has been ap-
proved by the finance
ministry...,” Shiva
Gopal Mishra, general
secretary, AIRF said.

‘AIRF succeeds in efforts’

Tamal  Dutta
Raipur: Saddu resi-

d e n t
T a m a l
Dutta (57)
breathed
his last on
Thursday.
He was fa-

ther of Arijit Dutta and
was residing from be-
ginning in Chirimiri.
His last rites will be
performed on Friday at
M a r w a r i
Crematorium. The fu-
neral procession will be
taken out at 10 am from
his Saddu residence.

OBITUARY



Bilaspur, Nov 17:

District Collector
Saurabh Kumar met a
large number of people
in the weekly public
meeting organized at
the district office here
and addressed their
grievances and heard
98 cases.

The Collector met the
villagers and far mers
who came from far and
wide including the city
and one Rajaram resi-
dent of village Binauri
of Tehsil Sakri, de-
manded compensation
for the acquired land in
National Highway No.
130A.

The Collector handed
over the matter to SDM
Takhatpur while regis-
tering the case. Same
way Sandhya Dubey, a
resident of Sarkanda,
met the collector and
applied for destitute
pension and the

Collector instructed the
Social Welfare
Department to investi-
gate the matter. Mr.
Durgesh Kumar,
teacher of Government
Primary School Khaira
of Block Kota, demand-
ed for merger ad he in-
formed that he was ap-
pointed as an education
worker on December 3,
2019, but even after
three years, the merger
has not happened, for
which the Collector has
given instructions to
the CEO District
Panchayat to investi-
gate the matter. Same
way, one Ashok Yadav
of village Niratu of
Sakri tehsil applied for
registration of his
daughter in Noni
Suraksha Yojana. The
Collector handed over
the matter to the officer
of Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department.
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Kasdol, Nov 17: 

Sportsmanship is very
important in any player
and it should be cultured
with sincerity’,
Gaurishankar Agarwal,
former Speaker of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Vidhansabha and member
of BJP Core Committee,
said the above things
while addressing the play-
ers at the closing ceremo-

ny of Kabaddi competition
organized at Jhabdi Gram
Panchayat of Kasdol de-
velopment block.

He was the Chief Guest
of the closing ceremony
and earlier, expressing
condolences on the sudden
demise of the laborers
Shivkumar Kaushik and
Mohan Kaivartya,
Bupendra Kaushik of the
village Agarwal promised
them all help. Medals and

prizes to the players of the
winning first, second,
third and fourth place
teams and as per informa-
tion, a total of 16 teams
had entered in the compe-
tition, out of which the
team of Parsahi Nala and
village Kansha played the
final match and the win-
ner was the team of
Parsahi Nala, while
Kansha’s team got the title
of runner-up, while the
third place Banpali and
the fourth title went to the
account of Pawna’s team.
State Minister Shyambai
Sahu, District Panchayat
President Naveen Mishra,
Mandal President Krishna
Kumar Patel, District
Representative Santosh
Kashyap, District Minister
Rajkumar Sahu, District
President of Backward
Class Front Rajkumar
Jaiswal, and a large num-
ber of workers and citi-
zens were present.

Sportsmanship is very important
in every player: Agarwal 

Kasdol, Nov 17: 

Children’s Day was cel-
ebrated in Indira Devi
Gaurah Higher
Secondary School, and
various activities like
Rangoli, plate decoration,
henna, painting, science
exhibits, and costume
competition were organ-
ized by the small children
and students, in an at-
tractive colorful pro-
gram.

Nagar Panchayat
President Neelu Sahu in-
augurated the program
and in her inaugural ad-
dress said that Pt. Nehru
had a special attachment
with children, which is
why we remember him
on Children’s Day.

In the competition held
on this occasion, Lily
Patel, Isha Sahu,
Yogmaya, Usha
Paikra,Anushka Yadav,

Lilam, Trupti Srivas,
Neelu, Mona, Namrata,
Yogita Sahu, Khushbu
Sahu, Muskan Sahu and
others got first, second,

and third position in var-
ious category. A large
number of parents,
teachers and students
were present.

Children’s Day 
celebrated

RRaajjiimm,,  NNoovv  1177::  

There is a demand for setting
up the statue of saint poet
Pawan Dewan in the district
and people have opined that a
statue of Chhattisgarhi saint
poet Pawan Diwan should be
installed and also a square
intersection should be named
after him. 

Giving their opinion, many
said that the Saint did the
work of sharing knowledge
through Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran in entire
Chhattisgarh through Ram
Katha and as soon as he
entered politics, he always
pushed himself forward for the

development of not only Rajim
region but entire Chhattisgarh
and as a result, the state of
Chhattisgarh came into exis-
tence on 1 November 2000. 

In this regard former MLA
Santosh Upadhyay too said
that a grand statue should be
installed at a square intersec-
tion of Rajim after keeping it in
the name of Diwan. 

DK Thakur, former District
General Secretary of Congress
said that the grand statue of
Pawan Dewan should be
installed in every district head-
quarters apart from the city as
he was the pioneer of the state
of Chhattisgarh as well as the
messiah of the poor. 

President of Prayag Sahitya
Samiti Tikamchand Sen said
that it has been 22 years since
Chhattisgarh became a state,
the name of saint poet Pawan
Dewan is written on the first
line in state formation. 

Many others also opined the
same, including Sarva Brahmin
Samaj Secretary Manisha
Sharma, Purushottam Mishra
and many others.

Demand to install the statue
of saint poet Pawan Diwan

Bilaspur, Nov 17: A mid-
dleman was caught try-
ing to sell paddy in the
name of the farmer at the
Kargikhurd procurement
center in Kota develop-
ment block and a case has
been registered after seiz-
ing 152 sacks of paddy
bag brought from him to
be sold in the name of
three farmers. On the in-
structions of Collector
Saurabh kumar, the raid
was done by the inspec-
tion team under the lead-
ership of Kota SDM
Hariom Dwivedi. It was
told that tokens were cut
for 60.80 quintals in the
name of three farmers at

Kargikhurd center today
and this includes 30 quin-
tals of farmer
Tribhuvan, 14.80 quintals
of Dwarka and 16 quin-
tals of farmer Sharda
Bai. A ‘panchnama’ was
also prepared in this case
and the paddy was confis-
cated and handed over to
Kargikhurd Service
Cooperative Society. The
matter is being sent to
the District Collector for
further action in the mat-
ter. Nayab Tehsildar
Ramesh Kumar,
Cooperative CEO
Durgesh Sahu and other
officers were present in
the inspection team.

Middleman caught 
red-handed selling paddy

Bilaspur, Nov 17: 

Moneyboxx Finance
Limited, – a BSE-listed
NBFC that provides
small-ticket business
loans to micro enter-
prises, marked its
entry into
Chhattisgarh, expand-
ing its total network to
50 branches in the
country. Financial in-
clusion is at the heart
of its activity and the
company is transform-
ing lives of micro en-
trepreneurs in Tier-III
and below places by of-
fering unsecured and
secured business
loans.

As a part of this ex-
pansion, the company
aims to meet growing
and unmet credit
needs of micro and
small businesses in
the state. With the
opening of new

branches in Raipur,
Bilaspur and
Rajnandgaon districts
of Chhattisgarh, the
company now has 50
branches across six
states – Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Commenting on the re-
cent branch expan-
sion,. Mayur Modi, Co-
founder, Moneyboxx
Finance Ltd said, “Our
new branches will
cater to the needs and
provide credit services
to the underserved
section of borrowers
in Tier-3 and below
places. Our presence
in Chhattisgarh will
help address the in-
creased credit de-
mands amid the boom-
ing small businesses
and agriculture land-
scape in the state.”

NBFC comes to 
aid of rural population

Collector addresses to 
grievances in Jandarshan

Dongargarh, Nov 17: 

No action has been
taken against Manager
Service Cooperative
Central Bank
Dongargarh, against fi-
nancial irregularities
done during his tenure.
As per information,
Kuldeep Vishwakarma,
the committee manager
of Seva Sahakari Samiti
located in village Medha,
exploited the farmers,
and has been accused by
the farmers of extorting
about 26 lakh rupees
from them.

However any kind of
action not taken on the
part of the local adminis-
tration and the responsi-
ble officers of the con-
cerned bank is point
being discussed.Even
after the complaint by
the farmers, an attempt
was made to suppress
the matter by compro-
mising and the case was
resolved by making a set-
tlement between them.

The complaint of the

accused who tried to sup-
press has been made to
the Chief Minister in the
LB Nagar meeting pro-
gram. In the complaint
made to the Chief
Minister, it has been said
that in the KCC accounts

of more than 60 farmers
of Seva Sahakari Samiti,
Medha, a financial scam
of more than 26 lakhs
was done by the commit-
tee manager under the
protection of the bank
officials, by keeping the

prescribed policy rules
of the bank on hold.

Apart from the Chief
Minister, a copy of the
complaint has been sent
to Union Cooperative
Minister New Delhi,
Cooperative Minister
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, District
Collector Rajnandgaon,
Registrar Cooperative
Society Raipur, Deputy
General Manager
National Agriculture
and Rural Development
Bank Raipur,
Superintendent of Police
and Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue
Dongargarh. Meanwhile
Dongargarh Station in-
charge Inspector
Surendra Swarnakar has
said that this matter is
related to financial irreg-
ularities in Seva
Sahakari Bank. If a com-
plaint is made on behalf
of the bank, a case will
be registered against the
concerned person and
will be taken into consid-
eration.

No action against Manager Co-op Bank for corruption!

Ambikapur, Nov 17:
Under the auspices of
Bharat Scouts and Guides
(BS&G) Chhattisgarh
District Union Surguja,
first step training and
checking camp was organ-
ized at Mont Fort Senior
Secondary School,
Ambikapur. School
Principal Shaji Joseph told
that on the first day of this
school level training camp,
India Scouts and Guides
Surguja District
O r g a n i z a t i o n
Commissioner Yogesh

Vishwakarma, and trained
Scout Master Kamal Kant
Sinha of Montfort School
Ambikapur and guide
Captain Barkha Goswami
started the training camp.

During the training, flag
hoisting, rules, pledge,
prayer, uniform informa-
tion, team method, service
work, salute, talia, Ninad,
campfire etc. were trained.
As the chief guest on the
last day closing ceremony
Scouts and Guides
Chhattisgarh Sarguja
District Union President

Papinder Singh, Durgesh
Gupta as a special guest,
Pankaj Avaya, Deputy
Principal of the school
were present, by whose
hands the trained scouts
and guides were rewarded,
in this training camp, this
camp from the school
Santosh Sinha, Anuranjan
Minj, Arvind Kumar,
Sangeeta Pandey, Nirmala
Yadav, Sarita Sinha,
Mamta Singh, Falak
Parveen had commend-
able cooperation in mak-
ing it successful.

Training imparted to students
related to Scouts & Guide

In Mont Fort Sr. Sec. School, Ambikapur Rajim, Nov 17:

With clearance in the
weather and effect of
snowfall and cool winds
from North, the winter
season has started show-
ing its effect in the region,
as there is thick fog in the
morning hours and chill
in the air during early
morning hours. People
were not expecting arrival
of winter before
November end, but it has
changed all of a sudden.

In the morning there is
so thick a fog that one can-
not even see the road and
people are running vehi-
cles with headlights on.
The thickness of the fog is
so intense that a person
walking nearby is also not
visible and this has started
affecting health of people,
especially the elders and
those having problems
during winter season.
People have started put-

ting on warm clothes and
taking all precautions
keeping ears and legs well
covered with lowers and
pullovers. Expecting good
winter season this year,
the sellers of woolen
clothes too have kept good
stock of the same and ex-

pecting good response this
time. With Triveni sangam
nearby Rajim city and
water in the river, the win-
ter has arrived early and
people are preferring to
avoid late night and early
morning walk from safety
point of view.

Thick fog during morning
hours makes life difficult

Fingeshwar, Nov 17: 

Agitated tribals took out
a rally of more than 5000
workers and about 1.5 km
long in the city today due
to the reduction of 32 per-
cent reservation to 20 per-
cent, under their domicile
quota. Expressing their
strong protest to the Chief
Minister amidst loud slo-
gans, they submitted a
memorandum, asking for
an amendment in the
reservation policy. Men
and women staged the
protest and their enthusi-
asm was being displayed
in such a way that they
are considering the
Congress government re-
sponsible for this deci-
sion.

Many participated in
the rally, namely Raja
Nilendra Bahadur Singh,
Santuram Dhruv, Jitendra
Thakur, B. R. Kanwar,
Jagannath Dhruva,
Tejram Dhruva,

Ramadhar Netam,
Dwarika Thakur, Naresh
Dhruva, Tikuram
Dhruva, Baldau Kashya,
Nathu Kashyap, Ramesh
Kanwar, Maiku Kumar,
Siyaram Dhruva,

Ramsingh Kanwar,
Mahendra Sanwara,
Dhanbai Kumar, Dilip
Dhruva and other thou-
sands of women, men and
tribal youths were in-
volved.

Tribal’s express anger over reduction of reservation 
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Fake arms licence racket busted

Hyderabad, Nov 17 (PTI): 

A seven-member gang,
allegedly running a fake
arms licence racket here,
has been busted and the
seven included a master-
mind belonging to Jammu
and Kashmir, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.

The gang used bogus
seals of licence-issuing of-
ficials and forged signa-
tures to prepare the arm li-
cences and procured real
weapons, said Hyderabad
city commissioner of po-
lice C V Anand in a re-
lease. Acting on a tip-off,
the west zone task force
caught the gang and
booked it for allegedly
cheating, forgery, making
counterfeit seals, criminal
conspiracy and illegal pos-
session of arms, the police

said.
The police seized 30 sin-

gle-bore weapons, three
double-bore weapons, one
revolver, 140 rounds of am-
munition, 34 fake weapon
licence documents, 29 un-
used weapons licence
books, nine licences which
were affixed with fake
stamp, six rubber stamps
and one unsigned NOC.

According to the police,
the mastermind of the
racket who, they identified
as Altaf Hussain, came to
Hyderabad in 2013 for a
livelihood and joined a pri-
vate security firm. Later,
he was deployed as gun-
man for a firm handling
cash. Prior to that, he
bought a double- bore gun
using a fake licence in
Rajouri district of Jammu
and Kashmir which he
had obtained by bribing
the local magistrate office,
the police said. As Altaf

was familiar with the
process and licence de-
tails, he teamed up with a
stamp vendor in
Secunderabad, and start-
ed issuing fake licences,
the police said adding the
fake were used to get
arms. He trapped unem-
ployed youth residing in
different States, who tried
to make a living as securi-
ty guards in private securi-
ty firms. He procured
weapons from other States
through the youth for Rs
40,000 to Rs 60,000, the po-
lice said.

This infringement has
taken place with the con-
nivance of a regional man-
ager of a security services
firm and a shopowner
here, they said. The ac-
cused used to collect Rs
20,000 from each unem-
ployed youngster and later
deploy them in private se-
curity agencies.

‘Savarkar helped British’
Akola, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Unfazed by the contro-
versy over his recent re-
marks against V D
Savarkar, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday again targeted
the late Hindutva ideo-
logue, claiming that he
helped the British rulers
and wrote a mercy petition
to them out of fear.

Gandhi also dared the
Maharashtra government
to stop the Congress’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which
is currently passing
through the state.

His statement comes in
the wake of a few leaders
from the ruling parties in
the state demanding that
the yatra be stopped in the
state in view of his re-
marks against Savarkar.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Wadegaon in
Akola district, Gandhi
showed documents dating
back to 1920 to media per-
sons, claiming that they
contained a letter written
by Savarkar to the British.

“I will read the last line,
which says ‘I beg to re-
main your most obedient
servant’ and is signed V D
Savarkar, which shows he
helped the British,”
Gandhi said at the media
interaction during his
Bharat Jodo Yatra that is
in the last leg in
Maharashtra.

He said he was of the
view that Savarkar signed
the letter out of fear and in
doing so, he betrayed
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar
Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru
and other leaders of the
freedom struggle.

Gandhi, Nehru, Patel re-
mained in jail for years,
but none of them signed
any such letter, he said.

“A copy of this
(Savarkar’s) letter should

be sent to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat. If (BJP leader)
Devendra Fadnavis wants
to see it, he can also see,”
Gandhi added.

On Tuesday, while ad-

dressing a rally in Washim
district as part of the
yatra, Gandhi had called
Savarkar a symbol of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the RSS. “He
was jailed in Andaman for
two-three years. He started

writing mercy petitions,”
the Congress MP had said.

Soon after that, former
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray,
whose Shiv Sena faction is
in alliance with the
Congress, had said he does

not agree with Gandhi’s
views on Savarkar.
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis also claimed that
Gandhi has been “shame-
lessly lying” about
Savarkar. Lok Sabha mem-

ber Rahul Shewale, who
belongs to the Shiv Sena
faction led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
had on Wednesday
slammed Gandhi for his
remarks and demanded
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra
be stopped in the state.

During the media inter-
action on Thursday,
Gandhi dared the state
government, saying, “If it
wants to stop the yatra, try
and stop.”

He also accused the BJP
of spreading hatred, fear
and violence.

“BJP doesn’t speak to
farmers and youth...If peo-
ple felt that this yatra was
not needed, lakhs of peo-
ple would not have come
out on the streets in sup-
port,” he said.

“The yatra has been a
learning experience for
me and helping me under-
stand people,” he added.

On the perception that
the opposition has been
unable to take on the BJP,
Gandhi said the percep-
tion is superficial because
the opposition does not
control institutions, media
and judiciary.

“This is not a battle be-
tween two political par-
ties. Institutions in the
country create fairness on
the battleground. If you go
on the ground, you will un-
derstand what the people
say,” he said. Showing
compassion and affection
even to your opponents are
Indian values. The yatra is
doing the same. You can
disagree with the views of
your opponent by showing
affection and love, he
added. To a question on
the Congress and opposi-
tion leaders “betraying the
ideology” to join the BJP
before elections, Gandhi
said this will cleanse the
opposition.

Stalin visits kin of footballer, who
died following amputation

Chennai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Thursday visited the family
of a 17-year old girl, a foot-
ball player, who died follow-
ing an amputation of her
leg after a minimally inva-
sive procedure at a govern-
ment facility to treat a liga-
ment tear.

The Chief Minister visit-
ed the family at their north
Chennai residence here and
extended his condolences
and sympathies to them. He
handed over a cheque of Rs
10 lakh as financial assis-
tance to the family. Stalin
gave an appointment order
to the deceased sportsper-
son’s brother to work in the
National Health Mission-
Tamil Nadu as a Data entry
operator. Also, he gave an
order providing a flat for
the family in a Tamil Nadu
Urban Habitat
Development Board devel-
oped facility here. R Priya,
first year student of BSc
Physical Education at the

Queen Mary’s College was
a footballer. She had an in-
jury on her right leg and
underwent a minimally in-
vasive procedure,
arthroscopy, to treat her
torn knee ligament.
Government hospital doc-

tors at Periyar Nagar here
performed the procedure.

However, her leg had to
be amputated later at the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital and she
died of multiple organ fail-
ure on November 15.

Kashi Tamil Sangamam train flagged off
Chennai, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Union Minister of State
for Information and
Broadcasting L Murugan,
along with Tamil Nadu
Governor R N Ravi,
flagged off the train carry-
ing 205 delegates for the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam,
from Chennai Egmore
railway station on
Thursday.

The first batch compris-
es students and delegates
from IIT Madras, who will
be attending the month-
long Kashi Tamil
Sangamam being organ-
ised to celebrate, reaffirm
and rediscover the age-old
links between Tamil Nadu
and Kashi two of the coun-
try’s most important and
ancient seats of learning.

Ravi interacted with the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
Selection Committee
Members; industrialist
Nalli Kuppuswami Chetti;
Vice-Chancellor of The
Tamil Nadu Dr M G R
Medical University Dr
Sudha Seshayyan;
Director, IIT Madras, V

Kamakoti, and Prof
M o h a n s a n k a r
Sivaprakasam; and
Mohammad Asif Ali so-
cial and cultural activist.

He interacted with the
student delegates and con-
gratulated them for being
a part of the great initia-
tive. Of the delegates in
the first contingent to
Kashi Tamil Sangamam,
34 boarded the train in
Rameswaram, 94 in
Tiruchirappalli and 77 oth-
ers joined at the Dr M G R

Chennai Egmore railway
station. Being promoted
by the central government
as part of the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the
November 17 - December
16 programme celebrates
the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat’ and
highlights the Tamil lan-
guage and culture. It will
be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on November 19. The pro-
gramme aims to provide
an opportunity for people

from all walks of life in-
cluding scholars, students,
philosophers, traders, arti-
sans, artists etc., from the
two regions to come to-
gether, share their knowl-
edge, culture and best
practices and learn from
each others’ experience.

A month-long exhibi-
tion of handlooms, handi-
crafts, ODOP products,
books, documentaries, cui-
sine, art forms, history, be-
sides tourist places of the
two regions will also be
put up in Kashi.

“The connection be-
tween Kashi (Varanasi)
and Tamil Nadu is over
1,000 years old and this has
been mentioned in the
Tamil epics of
Silapathikkaram and
Manimegalai,” the
Governor had said recent-
ly. IIT-Madras and
Banaras Hindu University
are the knowledge part-
ners for the event, which
endeavours to bring the
deep academic, economic,
social and cultural rela-
tionships between Kashi
and Tamil Nadu.

Women voters surpass men in 42 VS segments in HP

Shimla, Nov 17 (PTI): 

The focus on women,
who make up 49.5 per cent
of total voters in
Himachal Pradesh, and
the announcement of free-
bies by major parties are
seen to be the contributing
factors behind their high-
er turnout in the recent
Assembly elections.

According to constituen-
cy-wise data procured
from the election depart-
ment, votes polled by
women exceeded that of
men by 4.4 percentage
points.

Himachal witnessed a
record 75.6 per cent
turnout for the Assembly
polls on November 12. The
turnout of women in 42 of
the state’s 68 constituen-
cies was more than men,
the data showed.

In seven constituencies,
the turnout of women out-
numbered that of men by
more than 5,000. The dif-
ference was highest in
Joginderagar at 8,189. In
Sulah, the difference was
6,276, in Jaisinghpur 6,048,
Badsar 6,035, Bhoranj
5,882, Nadaun 5,536 and
Sujanpur 5,613.

In 11 seats — Baijnath
(4,962), Jwalamukhi
(4,856), Jwali (4,477),
Dharampur (3,985), Dehra
(3,923), Fatehpur (3,638),
Hamirpur (3,520), Nagrota
(3,489), Palampur (3,381)
and Shahpur (3,334) — the
number of women exercis-
ing their franchise exceed-
ed that of men by 3,000 to
5,000 votes.

According to the data,
72.4 per cent of 2,788,925
(2,019,182) men exercised
their franchise, while 76.8
per cent women (2,101,483)
voted. With 2,737,845 eligi-
ble women voters, their
total votes surpassed that

of men by 82,301.
Of the total 412 candi-

dates in the fray, 24 are
women.

The higher voting per-
centage for women can
make a difference in 22
Assembly segments.

In three constituencies
— Jaisinghpur (SC),
Bhoranj (SC) and Jubbal-
Kotkhai - more women
are eligible to vote than
men. In 19 other con-
stituencies, the difference
between eligible men and
women voters is less than
1,000. Both the main con-
tenders, the BJP and the
Congress, claimed that
they had been able to woo
the women electorate and
ensured victory.

Asha Kumari, former
minister and Congress
candidate from
Dalhousie, said, “We hope
that the women have
come out in large num-
bers to support the
Congress because of ris-

ing inflation and bad gov-
ernance.”

She added that alcohol
use, which mainly affect-
ed women, had increased
in Himachal during the
BJP’s tenure.

The Congress had an-
nounced the ‘Har Ghar
Lakshmi, Nari Samman
Nidhi’ scheme, promising
Rs 1,500 per month to
women as part of its elec-
tion manifesto.

The BJP, on the other
hand, had made 11 prom-
ises to women under its
‘Stree Shakti Sankalp’
programme.

Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
in the outgoing govern-
ment and the BJP’s
Shahpur candidate
Sarveen Chowdhary said,
“It is a good sign that
women came out in huge
numbers and the party
which gets a large chunk
of their votes would have
an advantage.

RISKING LIVES

People cross a railway track under a parked train, in Patna, Thursday.

PROTEST MARCH

Members of Sikh Students Federation Grewal and Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) take out a protest march demanding release of Sikh prisoners
who have completed their jail term, in Amritsar, Thursday.

BRIEF

Understanding  
 Hyderabad: CPI

General Secretary D
Raja on Thursday
urged all secular and
regional parties to
come together and
unitedly fight against
the BJP in 2024 Lok
Sabha elections to save
democracy and the
country. Raja, who was
in Hyderabad to at-
tend the State Council
meet of CPI in
Telangana, said all
these secular and dem-
ocratic parties must
have a common under-
standing with respect
to the need to bring
down the BJP-led gov-
ernment at national
level.

Interact
 New Delhi: Vice-

President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday interacted
with chairpersons of
various department-
related parliamentary
standing committees
at his Parliament
House complex.
Among those present
were BJP leaders
Sushil Kumar Modi,
Radha Mohan Singh,
Rama Devi,
Jagdambika Pal,
Bhubaneswar Kalita
and Brijlal, BJD MP
Sujeet Kumar, YSRCP
leader V Vijayasai
Reddy and the
Congress’ Shashi
Tharoor.

Protest
 New Delhi: A section

of lawyers on
Thursday evening at a
court premises here
shouting slogans
against Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused in
the Mehrauli killing
case. Around 100 advo-
cates, practising at
Saket district courts
here, assembled
around 3 pm when
they came to know
that the accused will
be produced before
Metropolitan
Magistrate Aviral
Shukla.

Denied 
 New Delhi: Shooter

Dishant Dey was on
Thursday subjected to
harassment by a
major airline which
denied him permis-
sion to carry his rifle
while travelling to
Thiruvananthapuram
for the National
Championship. The
65th National
Shooting
Championship
Competitions in rifle
events will be held at
Vattiyoorkkavu
Shooting Range in
Thiruvananthapuram
from November 20 to
December 9.

Cleaned
 New Delhi: A 2-km

stretch of the
Najafgarh drain in
north Delhi has been
completely cleaned
and the work up-
stream is fast pro-
gressing, officials said
on Thursday The 57-
km-long channel,
which flows into the
Yamuna, has as many
as 121 smaller drains
that discharge sewage
into it.

Tourists visit Sissu valley
after fresh snowfall, in
Lahaul & Spiti district,
Thursday. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a press 

conference during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Akola
district, Thursday.

 Seven in police net

Can make 
difference in 22

A delegate before boarding a special train for the ‘Kashi
Tamil Sangamam’, at the Egmore railway station, in
Chennai, Thursday.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin pays tribute to 
footballer R. Priya, who died allegedly due to medical 
negligence of doctors at a government hospital, in
Vysarpadi, in Chennai, Thursday.

Speaking to reporters here,
BJP leader Shelar said, “Rahul
Gandhi has made a brainless
comment about Veer
Savarkar and we condemn it.
We wonder why Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray has
taken such a soft stand on the
issue and destroyed his own
credibility.”

“I can show you a letter by
then prime minister Indira
Gandhi, who described
Savarkar as a remarkable son
of India while asking her sec-

retary to plan celebration of
Savarkar’s birth centenary,”
Shelar said. Meanwhile,
Savarkar’s grandson lodged a
complaint against Gandhi for
allegedly insulting the free-
dom fighter, police said.
Referring to Gandhi’s remarks
made on Tuesday, Uddhav
Thackeray said, “We do not
approve of Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks on Savarkar. We have
immense respect and faith for
Swatyantra Veer Savarkar and
it cannot be erased.”

Remarks anger BJP, Sena factions,
trigger protests



DIPLOMATIC MEETING

Israeli designate Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, receives Hungarian President Katalin Novak in
Jerusalem, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 17.  Novak is on a two-day visit in Israel to deepen diplomatic ties.
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Bangkok, Nov 17 (AP):

The war in Ukraine,
great power rivalry Asia,
inflation and food and en-
ergy shortages are on the
agenda as leaders prepare
for the third back-to-back
gathering this week, a

Pacific-Rim summit tak-
ing place in a heavily
guarded venue in
Thailand’s capital.

Leaders from the 21-
member Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
forum will meet formally
in closed-door sessions

Friday and Saturday. For
some, it will be at least the
third such opportunity
for face-to-face talks in
the past two weeks.
However, U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris
is attending instead of
President Joe Biden, who

will be hosting his
granddaughter’s wed-
ding at the White House.

APEC’s official mis-
sion is to promote re-
gional economic inte-
gration. Most of the
business conducted hap-
pens on the summit’s
sidelines in meetings
such as a planned meet-
ing between Chinese
President Xi Jinping
and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio
Kishida.

The two Asian powers
have a history of tense
relations, a legacy of
Japan’s World War II ag-
gression compounded
by territorial disputes
and China’s growing
military might. A

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson, Mao Ning,
said the encounter would
“carry great impor-
tance.”

Xi, Harris and French
President Emmanuel
Macron will also speak at
a business conference
held just ahead of the

summit meetings that is
mostly closed to media
apart from outlets spon-
soring the event.

Asia-Pacific leaders tackle trade, sustainability in Bangkok

Toronto, Nov 17 (PTI):

Honey intake improves
blood sugar and cholesterol
levels, a study has found.
Researchers have found
that honey intake improves
key measures of car-
diometabolic health, in-
cluding blood sugar and
cholesterol levels especially
if the honey is raw and
from a single floral source.

The researchers at the
University of Toronto con-
ducted a systematic review
and meta-analysis of clini-
cal trials on honey, and
found that it lowered fast-
ing blood glucose, total and
LDL or ‘bad’ cholesterol,
triglycerides, and a marker
of fatty liver disease; it also
increased HDL or ‘good’
cholesterol.

“These results are sur-
prising, because honey is
about 80 per cent sugar,”

said Tauseef Khan, a senior
researcher on the study.
“But honey is also a com-
plex composition of com-
mon and rare sugars, pro-
teins, organic acids and
other bioactive compounds
that very likely have health
benefits,” Khan added.

Previous research has
shown that honey can im-
prove cardiometabolic
health, especially in vitro
and animal studies. The
current study, published in
the journal Nutritional
Reviews, is the most com-
prehensive review to date of
clinical trials, and it in-
cludes the most detailed

data on processing and flo-
ral source, the study said.

“The word among public
health and nutrition ex-
perts has long been that ‘a
sugar is a sugar’,” said
John Sievenpiper, principal
investigator of the study.
“These results show that’s
not the case, and they
should give pause to the
designation of honey as a
free or added sugar in di-
etary guidelines,” said
Sievenpiper.

Sievenpiper and Khan
emphasized that the con-
text of the findings was
critical: clinical trials in
which participants followed
healthy dietary patterns,
with added sugars account-
ing for 10 per cent or less of
daily caloric intake. “We’re
not saying you should start
having honey if you cur-
rently avoid sugar. The
takeaway is more about re-

placement if you’re using
table sugar, syrup or anoth-
er sweetener, switching
those sugars for honey
might lower cardiometabol-
ic risks,” said Khan. The re-
searchers included 18 con-
trolled trials and over 1,100
participants in their analy-
sis. They assessed the quali-
ty of those trials using the
GRADE system and found
there was a low certainty of
evidence for most of the
studies, but that honey con-
sistently produced either
neutral or beneficial effects,
depending on processing,
floral source and quantity.

GRADE (Grading of
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
Assessment, Development
and Evaluations) is a trans-
parent framework for de-
veloping and presenting
summaries of evidence
and provides a systematic
approach for making clini-

cal practice recommenda-
tions.

The median daily dose of
honey in the trials was 40
grams, or about two table-
spoons. The median length
of trial was eight weeks.
Raw honey drove many of
the beneficial effects in the
studies, as did honey from
monofloral sources such as
Robinia (also marketed as
acacia honey) - a honey
from False Acacia or Black
Locust Trees - and clover,
which is common in North
America. Khan said that
while processed honey
clearly loses many of its
health effects after pasteur-
ization - typically 65 de-
grees Celsius for at least 10
minutes - the effect of a hot
drink on raw honey de-
pends on several factors,
and likely would not de-
stroy all its beneficial prop-
erties.

Honey shown to improve blood sugar, cholesterol 
Kathmandu, Nov 17 (PTI):

Ahead of Nepal’s parlia-
mentary and provincial as-
sembly elections, political
analysts here are predicting
a hung parliament and a
government that is unlikely
to provide much-needed po-
litical stability in the
Himalayan nation, sand-
wiched between India and
China. There are two major
political alliances fighting it
out for the November 20 gen-
eral elections - the Nepali
Congress-led democratic
and leftist alliance and the
CPN-UML-led leftist and
pro-Hindu-pro-monarchy al-
liance. The Nepali Congress-
led ruling alliance includes
CPN-Maoist Centre, CPN-
Unified Socialist, and
Madhes-based Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party while the
CPN-UML-led alliance in-
cludes pro-Hindu Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Madhes-based Janata
Samajwadi Party.

Political observers closely
watching the November 20
elections have predicted that
the ruling alliance led by
Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba will become
victorious in the parliamen-
tary elections with the
Nepali Congress emerging

as the single largest party.
K P Sharma Oli-led CPN-

UML (the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist) will emerge as the
second largest party though
the alliance he is leading is
unlikely to get a major share
in the new Parliament, they
argue. Several new political
parties and many independ-
ent candidates are in the
fray this time, posing a
tough challenge to some of
the heavyweights from es-
tablished political parties
that have failed to deliver.

“As things start moving
now, one of the two pre-
poll alliances is likely to
emerge as the largest
group after the election.
However, the government
to be formed by these
groups is unlikely to pro-
vide the political stability
that Nepal badly needs,”
senior journalist and po-
litical analyst Dhruba
Adhikay said.

There is less enthusi-
asm in people regarding
the election this time, said
Rajesh Ahiraj, a political
analyst closely watching
the Madhes politics in
Nepal. “Intellectuals
opine that the elections
may produce a strong gov-
ernment but it will make

the country weaker,” he
pointed out. “The much-
needed peace and political
stability are far away even
after the election.” Madhes-
based political parties such
as Janata Samajwadi Party
(JSP) led by Upendra Yadav
and Loktantrik Samajwadi
Party led by Mahantha
Thakur both are unlikely to
gain much in the upcoming
election, he said.

Nepal may have hung parliament: Analysts

Islamabad, Nov 17 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Thursday dis-
missed a petition to stop the
protest march of former
prime minister Imran
Khan by observing that it
was a political issue and
should be resolved political-
ly. Senator Kamran
Murtaza of the ruling coali-

tion had filed the petition
against the long march by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party, which 70-year-
old Khan has billed as
‘Haqeeqi Azadi’ (real free-
dom) march.

A three-member bench
headed by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial and com-
prising Justices Athar
Minallah and Ayesha Malik

heard the plea. After de-
tailed arguments by the
parties, the chief justice
said that “it is a political
problem that can be solved
politically”. The court then
dismissed the senator’s pe-
tition. During the argu-
ments, the chief justice also
remarked that parliament
should be strengthened to
address the political issues
faced by the country.

“You are a senator,
strengthen the parliament,”
he said addressing the peti-
tioner. The chief justice
also clarified that the apex
court would intervene if
there was a clear threat of
constitutional violation,
adding that the constitution
allows everyone to hold
peaceful protest but it
should be within the con-
fines of the law. Justice
Minallah observed that the
executive enjoyed wide-
ranging powers to deal with

any law and order situation
and the powers of the ad-
ministration and parlia-
ment would be weakened
due to intervention by the
judiciary. Justice Malik
asked about the mechanism
by the government to regu-
late the protest.

Additional Attorney
General Chaudhry Amir
Rehman told the court that
the administration had
asked Khan’s party to hold
a rally in Rawat, about 25-
km from Islamabad and
also sought an affidavit
from the PTI to remain
peaceful but it had not pro-
vided it so far.

The march began on
October 28 from Lahore and
is on its way towards
Islamabad. The PTI has an-
nounced plans to hold a his-
toric power show in the cap-
ital and also sought permis-
sion for it but the govern-
ment has not granted it.

Pakistan’s apex court dismisses petition
to stop Imran Khan’s protest march

Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and his
wife Naraporn Chan-ocha, left, welcome Chinese
President Xi Jinping, center, and his wife Peng Liyuan as
they arrive at Suvarnabhumi International Airport,
Thursday, Nov. 17, in Bangkok, Thailand. Xi is in Thailand
to attend the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, APEC
summit. 
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Gruesome 
incident 

Inspired by American
crime show 'Dexter', a 28-
year-old Aftab Poonawala,
killed live-in partner
Shraddha Walker (would-
n’t have ever imagined
that her inter-religious
love affair would end in
the most gruesome man-
ner), 18 in May, chopped
body into 35 parts; kept
parts of her body in a re-
frigerator (kept
Shraddha’s severed head
separately and looked
head daily) he bought for
the purpose, and then scat-
tered those, one by one,
across the city's Mehrauli
forest. The case came to
light after her estranged
father came to Delhi from
Vasai to look for her after a
friend of hers told him her
phone was switched off for
several weeks now, finally
went to cops, that’s too
more than five months
after. This incident would
have sent shivers down
our spines had it happened
anywhere in the world.
Side by side this gruesome
murder raised a big ques-
tion that now everybody
from father to friends
wants the head of the
gruesome killer Aftab’s
head, but why did they
have not come to save
Shraddha? How did no one
find her silence suspicious
during this period? The
moral of this gruesome in-
cident is that misguided
youth need to take a lesson
from this incident, that
every ending is not always
'cool'. May her soul rest in
peace and the killer Aftab
get the rare punishment
that he deserves.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad 

Minority PM 
History has been made in
the UK after the election of
Rishi Sunak, an Indian-
origin Hindu as the Prime
Minister (PM) of Great
Britain. There was great
jubilation across the na-
tion at this development,
which is very natural. It
simply proved that East or
West, Indians are the best.
But unfortunately, there
are some people namely
Mehbooba Mufti, Shashi
Tharoor, Chidambaram
etc., to name a few, who
are having entirely a dif-
ferent view on Rishi
Sunak's feat. Being in the
Opposition bench politi-
cally, they are raising once
again the issue of minori-
ty appeasement. They
shamelessly questioned
the possibility of one be-
longing to minority com-
munity to become the PM
of India. While doing so,
they very deliberately
seem to have forgotten
that the likes of
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
APJ Abdul Kalam, Gyani
Zail Singh and Manmohan
Singh have who gracefully
served the nation as
President and PM.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati.
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Indian Air Force personnel during a rehearsal for the Air Fest 2022 at Vayusena Nagar, Nagpur, Thursday, Nov. 17.

AIR FEST 2022

II ndia always preaches and practices “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”,
but it is always susceptible to direct or indirect conflict with its

two immediate neighbours. India is facing border dispute, Line of
Control (LOC) and IB with Pakistan and Actual Line of Control (ALOC)
and IB with China. India will receive Presidency of prestigious G20 in
December, once again depicting the ever rising importance of India
in international arena.With the rise in its stature both economically
and militarily, it has to face intrastate and interstate challenges at
same time with same focus and intensity. No doubt in last few years
India has been consistently revamping its security apparatus for all
the three forces by imports or by indigenous modernisation. Bracing
up for two sided offence India has imported defence equipment from
multiple countries to reduce risk of dependency on one country as
well as boosting friendly ties with many countries in the process,
USA, France, Israel and Russia to name few. While India has main-
tained it’s no first attack policy but simultaneously demonstrated its
will and capability to take head on if provoked at anytime and will
defend itself at any cost. Surgical strikes of 2016 after Uri terrorist
attack and 2019 Balakote strike after ghastly Pulwama terrorist act,
both showing India’s resilience to counter anyone posing threat to
India. But the latest threat is from Drones. Drones are being used for
arms dropping, narcotics smuggling, recce, espionage and even
direct attack. Worldwide problem with drones is that there is no law
to regulate their sale, it can be built with little expertise from the
electronic material readily available in the market. Drones are almost
untraceable with conventional defence radar systems as such threat
to vital installation is manifold unlike in the past. With radars, CCTVs
and thermal imaging sensor in place manual crossing border without
being traced is very difficult. But BSF, which has to man three thou-
sand plus kilometers of border, faces a next to impossible task to
make borders impregnable for drones. Initially BSF was not able to
judge the situation, what to do with this new security threat but
immediately devised strategies to counter it. With a well equipped
new lab to recover complete data of flight path, co-ordinates from
where it originated and handler location and photographs, it can be
used to bust modules of subversives. Further DRDO and other agencies
have devised Laser-based Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) to shoot
down drones within a range of 2 kms, in additional to conventional
hard shoot method. Drones can be hacked there by taking control of
intruder drones once inside our territory, BSF is capable of training its
own manpower for this. Geo-Fencing is another way out where by
GPS/RFID based virtual border is being created for any intruder.Other
applied methods being Electro-Optical Sensing, electronic jamming
through Global Navigation Satellite System and by shooting down or
net captures using interceptor drones itself. But practically cost factor
is there as such whole border cannot be made drone invincible.
Vigilant Armed Forces are capable of thwarting any attempt to chal-
lenge sovereignty of Nation. We can never forget bravery of our jawans
at Galwan valley. India is changing under present regime, hundreds of
old laws abolished, single window solutions for FDI, focus on ‘Make in
India’ will ultimately make ‘Aatma Nirbhar Secure Bharat’, secure from
all fronts, militarily as well as economically.

P eace is vital to maintain-
ing fruitful trading rela-

tionships in a given region.
However, this peace can be
achieved only if the military
expenditure is incurred.
Military spending builds mili-
tary strength. This power acts
as a deterrent to invaders.
India is slowly moving to-
wards indigenization in the
defense sector like India has
developed its indigenous air-
craft Tejas. India is still back-
ward in manufacturing its en-
gines, avionics, and self-sus-
taining radars. Considerable
progress has been made in the
design and development of
various aircraft parts, but
when it comes to a compact
aircraft system or a weapon
system, India is an innovator,
not a manufacturer.

The defense sector in India

is identified as an important
sector with an ocean of oppor-
tunities for self-reliance.
India's vision for
Atmanirbhar Bharat, along
with the requirements of a
massive modernization of the
Indian Armed Forces, has
given further impetus to
achieve the goal of indige-
nization of the defense sector.
According to a study released
by the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute, India ranks fourth
among 12 Indo-Pacific coun-
tries. But what is worrying is
that India has also been
ranked as the second largest
importer of arms for its
armed forces in 2016-20. This
may be due to the very low al-
location of defense research
and development which is
only 1.7% of the total defense

budget outlay in 2022-23 which
is beyond the major emerging
economies of the world.
India's entire acquisition
process is very slow and there
is a long process from plan-
ning to execution of acquir-
ing defense equipment.
Reducing this period to a max-
imum of 1-2 years to complete
the process is a big challenge.
The public defense manufac-
turing sector has not been
able to deliver the way it has
been mandated. This sector by
itself is not capable of meet-
ing all the requirements of
the defense sector, therefore
private sector participation
should be encouraged. India
lacks a proper industrial base
for manufacturing defense
equipment. However, two de-
fense zones have been set up
in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh which will provide a
base for the private sector to
operate. The entire defense
economy will get a boost once
these areas are set up and
manufacturing is started.

With the need for R&D in
the defense industry ensuring
strategic autonomy has be-
come imperative, with the
growing phase of geopolitics
and globalization, it becomes
imperative to improve defense
manufacturing through im-
provements in R&D. With the
development of science and
technology to deal with the
emerging security threats,
new threats like cross-border
cyber attacks, drone attacks,
use of artificial technology to
damage critical infrastruc-
ture are emerging which are
being addressed through R&D
can go. India is the largest im-
porter of arms accounting for
around 11% of global arms
imports during the period be-
tween 2017- 2021. An increase
in domestic production can
reduce the dependence on im-
ports and also help in improv-
ing the current account bal-
ance.

Despite a growing global
share of the defense market,
India is the third largest mili-
tary spender in the world,
lagging in the manufacturing
of defense equipment. With
increased expenditure on
R&D, India may be able to
manufacture modern defense
equipment which is in de-
mand globally. To become a
net security provider to
neighbors and the region cov-
ering the Indian Ocean, India
must increase its share in
R&D to improve its military
strength along with manufac-
turing better weapon equip-
ment. The recent inaugura-
tion of INS Vikrant, an in-
digenously developed aircraft
carrier, is a giant leap to-
wards self-reliance (self-re-
liance), which can be further
enhanced through increased
expenditure in R&D and skill
training for the workforce.

With this, India will be able
to reach the top global posi-
tion in the defense sector. The
government is taking the
right steps towards becoming
self-reliant, but to meet the
expectations of the defense
sector, there is a need to pro-
mote public enterprises and
assign specific tasks to them.
Continuous efforts are being
made to bring a new policy to
involve the private sector.
However, a lot of work is yet
to be done to support and up-
lift this sector so that their ef-
forts are not in vain. There is
an urgent need to focus on
the Navy to ensure India's
maritime security. The re-
vival and modernization of
ports, the shift from an inno-
vator to a builder, as well as
holding on to the technologi-
cal edge are what set India
apart.

(Writer is a Research
Scholar in Political
Science,Poetess, freelance
journalist, and columnist.
Views are personnel)
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AA
s the global population hit the eight-billion mark, it has set off
alarm bells for India. The World Population Prospects 2022

released by the United Nations show that India is poised to overtake
China as the most populous county by 2023. Rising youth unemploy-
ment in sharp contrast to the country's demographic dividend pres-
ents a paradoxical situation. For Assam with a numerically small pop-
ulation of indigenous communities, unabated illegal migration has
created a double whammy of population explosion and demographic
change. A comprehensive population policy for the country address-
ing state-specific issues, therefore, is critical for reaping the demo-
graphic dividend. The increase of the world population by one billion
from the 7-billion mark in 2011 is projected to hit the 8.5-billion mark
by 2030 and the 9-billion mark by 2037. This indicates that the world
population growth rate is slowing down and is projected to take 15
years to add another one billion population while it took 12 years
from 2011 to add one billion population. The "World Population
Prospects 2022: Summary of Results" published by the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population
Division explains that 'following a drop in mortality, population
growth continues so long as fertility remains at high levels. When fer-
tility begins to fall, the annual rate of growth starts to drop." In 2021,
the average fertility of the world's population stood at 2.3 births per
woman over a lifetime, having fallen from about 5 births per woman
in 1950. Global fertility is projected to decline further to 2.1 births per
woman by 2050. Official data show that the total fertility rate, i.e. the
average number of children per woman, has declined from 2.2 to 2 at
the national level in India between National Family Health Survey
(NFHS)-round 4 and NFHS-5. Overall Contraceptive Prevalence Rate
in the country has increased substantially from 54% to 67% and the
use of modern methods of contraceptives has also increased in
almost all States and Union territories. Rather than a coercive popu-
lation policy that cannot be enforced or has little impact, building
awareness of the smaller size of families for a better life through an
improvement in access to quality education is the key. The UN pre-
scription for countries where a decline in fertility is creating an
opportunity for a demographic dividend is for investment in human
capital by ensuring access to healthcare and quality education at all
ages and opportunities for productive employment. The Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) data show that the unemploy-
ment rate in the country rose to 7.8% in October reversing the
decline to 6.4% in September, the lowest in the last four years. The
CMIE data bring to light that about 2.2 million quit the labour mar-
kets, the labour force shrunk from 432 million in September to 429.8
million and employment fell from 404.2 million in September to 396.4
million in October 2022. The drop in employment mainly in rural
areas, CMIE has indicated that fresh sowing in the Rabi season can
lead to a surge in employment during winter and a decline in the
unemployment rate. However, the challenge for the country's devel-
opment planners is to create more employment avenues so that this
uncertainty in employment is reduced and demographic dividend is
gleaned for faster growth of the economy. According to Economic
Survey Report 2018-19, a sharp slowdown in population growth is
expected in the next two decades while some states will transition to
ageing societies by the 2030s. The survey indicates that India's demo-
graphic dividend will peak around 2041, when the share of working-
age, i.e. 20-59 years, the population is expected to hit 59 per cent. This
means that the window of demographic dividend is going to be kept
open for a very short period and, therefore, job creation should match
the population projections. For Assam, reaping a democratic dividend
cannot be achieved without curbing illegal migration.

Paradox of demographic 
dividend and unemployment

The need for massive modernization 
of the Indian Armed Forces

Aatma Nirbhar 
Secure Bharat

SS cientists have found a novel
immunotherapy that could

bolster the effectiveness of cancer
treatment, according to a study.
Rather than rally T cells against
cancer, scientists have used differ-
ent human immune cells called nat-
ural killer (NK) cells as a novel
means to fight cancer, according to
a study. The team of scientists at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
described findings that could boost
the impact of immune-checkpoint
therapy, the study said. Findings
have been published in The Journal
of Clinical Investigation (JCI).

Immune checkpoint inhibitors
such as Keytruda and Opdivo work
by unleashing the immune system's
T cells to attack tumour cells. Their
introduction a decade ago marked
a major advance in cancer therapy,
but only 10 per cent to 30 per cent
of treated patients experience
long-term improvement, the study
said. "We believe the novel
immunotherapy we have developed

has great potential to move into
clinical trials involving various
types of cancer," said study leader
Xingxing Zang.

The surfaces of immune cells are
studded with receptors known as
'checkpoint' proteins, which pre-
vent immune cells from straying
beyond their usual targets, which
are pathogen-infected cells and
cancer cells. When checkpoint
receptors on immune cells bind
with proteins expressed by the
body's own normal cells, the inter-
action puts the brakes on a possible
immune-cell attack, the study
explained. Diabolically, most types
of cancer cells express proteins
that bind with checkpoint proteins,
tricking immune cells into standing
down and not attacking the
tumour, the study said. Immune
checkpoint inhibitors are mono-
clonal antibodies designed to
short-circuit immune-cell/cancer-
cell interactions by blocking either
the tumour proteins or the

immune-cell receptors that bind
with tumour proteins. With no
brakes to impede them, immune
cells can attack and destroy cancer
cells, the study said. The limited
effectiveness of checkpoint
inhibitors prompted Zang and other
scientists to look at checkpoint
pathways involving NK cells, which
- like T cells - play major roles in
eliminating unwanted cells, the
study said. A cancer-cell protein
called PVR soon captured their
attention. "We realized that PVR
may be a very important protein
that human cancers use to hobble
the immune system's attack," said
Zang.

PVR protein is usually absent or
very scarce in normal tissues but is
found in abundance in many types
of tumours including colorectal,
ovarian, lung, esophageal, head
and neck, stomach, and pancreatic
cancer as well as myeloid leukemia
and melanoma, the study said.

Moreover, PVRs appeared to

inhibit T cell and NK cell activity by
binding to a checkpoint protein
called TIGIT, prompting efforts to
interrupt the TIGIT/PVR pathway
by using monoclonal antibodies
made against TIGIT. More than 100
clinical trials targeting TIGIT are
now in progress worldwide.
However, several clinical studies
including two large phase 3 clinical
trials have recently failed to
improve cancer outcomes.

Meanwhile, according to the
study, the cancer-cell protein PVR
was found to have another 'binding
partner' on NK cells - KIR2DL5.

"We hypothesized that PVR sup-
presses NK cell activity not by bind-
ing with TIGIT but by binding with
the recently recognized KIR2DL5,"
said Zang. To find out, he and his
colleagues synthesized a mono-
clonal antibody targeting KIR2DL5
and carried out in vitro and in vivo
experiments using the antibody,
the study said. Zang and colleagues
demonstrated that KIR2DL5 is a

commonly occurring checkpoint
receptor on the surface of human
NK cells, which PVR cancer pro-
teins use to suppress immune
attack, the study said.

In studies involving humanized
animal models of several types of
human cancers, the researchers
showed that their monoclonal anti-
body against KIR2DL5 - by blocking
the KIR2DL5/PVR pathway -
allowed NK cells to vigorously
attack and shrink human tumours
and prolong animal survival.
"These preclinical findings raise
our hopes that targeting the
KIR2DL5/PVR pathway was a good
idea and that the monoclonal anti-
body we have developed may be an
effective immunotherapy," said
Zang. The research team has filed a
patent application for
KIR2DL5/PVR immune checkpoint
including antibody drugs and is
interested in a partnership to fur-
ther develop and commercialize
the technology.

A novel immunotherapy could bolster cancer treatment 

PRIYANKA SAURABH

India lacks a proper industrial base for manufactur-
ing defense equipment. However, two defense zones
have been set up in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh
which will provide a base for the private sector to op-
erate. The entire defense economy will get a boost
once these areas are set up and manufacturing is
started. With the need for R&D in the defense industry
ensuring strategic autonomy has become imperative,
with the growing phase of geopolitics and globaliza-
tion, it becomes imperative to improve defense manu-
facturing through improvements in R&D. With the de-
velopment of science and technology to deal with the
emerging security threats, new threats like cross-bor-
der cyber attacks, drone attacks, use of artificial tech-
nology to damage critical infrastructure are emerging
which are being addressed through R&D can go.
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Machinery plant 

New Delhi: Union
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh
Tomar  inaugurated
the first greenfield
farm machinery plant
of Mahindra &
Mahindra at
Pithampur in Madhya
Pradesh. According to
an official statement,
the minister said that
the India has reached
a point where the
world looks at us with
hopeful eyes. The min-
ister emphasised on
being fully equipped
with technology for
the country's develop-
ment. Tomar said the
mechanisation and
technology are very
much needed today.

4G service 
New Delhi: Over
24,600 uncovered vil-
lages, mostly located
in remote and far-
flung areas, are expect-
ed to be get BSNL 4G
services by December
2023, the Department
of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) said on
Tuesday. Elaborating
on work being carried
out by the department
in tribal areas on the
eve of 'Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas', DoT
said it has several
schemes that have
been providing tele-
com infrastructure
and connectivity in
areas having a sizable
tribal population.

Appointment

New Delhi: Social
media giant Meta has
appointed Sandhya
Devanathan as the
Vice President of
Meta India, the com-
pany said on
Thursday. She comes
in place of Ajit Mohan
who resigned from
Meta, which owns
Facebook, Instagram,
Whatsapp, early this
month. "I'm pleased to
welcome Sandhya as
our new leader for
India. Sandhya has a
proven track record of
scaling businesses,
building exceptional
and inclusive teams,
driving product inno-
vation and building
strong partnerships.
We are thrilled to have
her lead Meta's contin-
ued growth in India,"
Meta Chief Business
Officer Marne Levine
said in a statement.

GST Council
meeting

New Delhi: Former
West Bengal Finance
Minister Amit Mitra
exhorted Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
to 'urgently' convene a
meeting of the GST
Council, which has
not met since June.
Mitra, who is current-
ly Principal chief ad-
visor to West Bengal
Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, in a
letter to Sitharaman,
said that as per the
Rules of Conduct, the
GST Council has to
meet every quarter in
a fiscal year.

New Delhi, Nov 17:  

The National Stock
Exchange is likely to intro-
duce trading of electronic
gold receipts on its plat-
form and market regulator
Sebi is ironing out some
taxation issues related to
the product with the gov-
ernment, an official said
on Thursday. Referring to
the Electronic Gold
Receipt (EGR), V S
Sundaresan, Executive
Director at the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi), said, this
product has been intro-
duced by Sebi and BSE has
launched it about a month
back and "we hope that
this product will definitely
gain traction over a period
of time". "Under this prod-
uct, what is proposed is
that the physical gold is to
be deposited in a vault,
that vault manager will

issue an electronic receipt
and this will be credited to
the demat account of the
investor, that receipt can
be traded on the stock ex-
change," he explained. So
the gold will remain in a
vault but it will generate
some sort of income and
the unutilised gold can be
put to productive use,
Sundaresan added. The
Bombay Stock Exchange
launched EGR trading on
its platform. It introduced
two new products of 995

and 999 purity during the
Muhurat trading on
Diwali. Trading can be
done in multiples of 1
gram and deliveries in
multiples of 10 gram and
100 gram, the exchange
had said in a statement. "It
is a new segment. The BSE
has come forward. The
NSE is likely to do it short-
ly. We are working on the
proposal," Sundaresan
said. He said there are
some tax related issues
which need to be ironed
out, adding "We are work-
ing with the ministry and
we are hoping that this
product will make gold
trading more transparent
and more satisfactory for
investors. We are hoping
that this will help the
unutilised or the physical
gold which is lying idle
can be converted into
more economically trad-
able form," Sundaresan

said at an Assocham sum-
mit. The BSE in February
received in-principle ap-
proval from Sebi, after
which the exchange con-
ducted several mock trad-
ing in the test environ-
ment for its members to fa-
cilitate trading in EGRs.
EGRs will cater to all mar-
ket participants, which
means that buyers and
sellers on the exchange
will include individual in-
vestors, as well as com-
mercial participants along
the value chain like im-
porters, banks, refiners,
bullion traders, jewellery
manufacturers and retail-
ers. Sumita Dawra, secre-
tary in the Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), said that India ac-
counts for nearly 1/3rd of
the world's gold consump-
tion at 800 tonnes per
annum.

NSE likely to introduce
EGR shortly: Sundaresan

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Amid global turmoil,
Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das  asked
bankers to remain watch-
ful of the evolving
macroeconomic situa-
tion and take measures
proactively so that the
potential impact on their
balance sheets is min-
imised.

The governor in his in-
troductory remarks ac-
knowledged the crucial
role played by the com-
mercial banks in sup-
porting economic growth
throughout the turbulent
times since the outbreak
of the pandemic and the
ongoing financial market
turmoil. Das urged the
bankers to remain
"watchful of the evolving
macroeconomic situa-
tion, including global
spillovers, and take miti-
gating measures proac-
tively so that the poten-

tial impact on their bal-
ance sheets is minimised
and financial stability
risks are contained."
Despite challenges, he
said, the Indian banking
sector has remained re-
silient and continued to
improve in various per-
formance parameters.
Besides MD and CEOs of
public sector banks and
certain private sector
banks, the meeting was
also attended by Deputy
Governor M. K. Jain
along with a few senior
officials of the RBI, the
central bank said in a
statement.

RBI Governor asks bankers
to be watchful of evolving
macroeconomic situation

Rupee falls 37 paise
to close at 81.63

against US dollar
Mumbai, Nov 17:  

The rupee depreciated
by 37 paise to close at 81.63
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
tracking the strength of
the American currency in
the overseas markets and
a muted trend in domestic
equities.

Forex traders said the
American currency
strengthened after strong
US retail sales data point-
ed to resilient consump-
tion adding room for
tighter policy by the US
Federal Reserve.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 81.62 and
later witnessed an intra-
day high of 81.45 and a low
of 81.68 during the session.
The domestic unit finally
settled at 81.63 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a fall of 37 paise
over its last close. On
Wednesday, the rupee de-
preciated by 35 paise to
close at 81.26 against the
US dollar.

New Delhi, Nov 17: 

Kia India is looking to
bring in more EV6 units
into the country in order
to cater to the pending
bookings, the automaker
said on Thursday. The
company said it has deliv-
ered 200 units of the EV6,
which comes as a com-
pletely built unit (CBU), to
customers till date. This
number is already twice
the initially planned 100
units for the entire year,
the South Korean au-
tomaker said in a state-
ment. "Now, the company
is planning to further in-
crease the total allocation
of EV6 in 2022 and com-
plete most of the pending
deliveries within this
year," it added. The compa-
ny had launched EV6 in
the country in June this

year, and the deliveries to
customers began last
month. "At the launch of
EV6, amid the very posi-
tive response received, we
had promised our cus-
tomers to bring in more
units of the EV6, over and
above the initially allotted
100 units for 2022. Going
forward, our focus will be
on completing the deliver-
ies of all the existing and
new bookings at the earli-
est," Kia India Chief Sales
Officer Myung-sik Sohn

stated. The EV6 is built on
Kia's dedicated EV plat-
form, the Electric-Global
Modular Platform (E-
GMP), and marks the be-
ginning of Kia's journey
into the EV space in the
country.

The car comes with a
driving range of up to 708
kilometres on a full charge
(ARAI certified). As part
of its EV roadmap, Kia
also plans to launch an
India-centric EV by 2025 in
the country.

Kia India looks to bring in more EV6
units to cater to pending orders

New Delhi, Nov 17:  

India will be launching
negotiations for a free
trade agreement (FTA)
with a region next week,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said. He said that negotia-
tions are going on with
countries, including the
UK, European Union,
Canada and Israel. "Next
week, we will be launching
one more very important
FTA," Goyal said here at a
function of consumer elec-
tronics. Though the minis-
ter did not disclose the
name of the region, there
is a likelihood that the
talks may start with the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) as the region was
keen to increase economic
engagement with India.
GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-

gion -- Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain. India has already
implemented a free trade
pact with the UAE in May
this year. In a free trade
agreement, two countries
or regions either signifi-
cantly reduce or eliminate
customs duties on a maxi-
mum number of goods
traded between them.
Besides, they also ease
norms to promote trade
and investments.

India to start talks for new
FTA next week: Goyal

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended lower on
Thursday in line with
weak global market
trends. The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 230.12
points or 0.37 per cent to
settle at 61,750.60. During
the day, it fell 337.45 points
or 0.54 per cent to 61,643.27.

The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 65.75 points or 0.36
per cent to end at 18,343.90.
From the Sensex pack,
Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, HDFC,
Dr Reddy's, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys, and HDFC Bank
were the major laggards.
Larsen & Toubro, Power
Grid, ICICI Bank and
Bharti Airtel were among
the winners. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended lower.

Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading most-
ly lower in the afternoon
session. Wall Street had
ended in the negative ter-
ritory on Wednesday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.46 per cent lower
at USD 92.43 per barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 386.06
crore on Wednesday, as per
exchange data.

Markets fall amid
weak global equities

T-SHIRT LAUNCH

Hero Electric Managing Director Naveen Munjal, Tour of Karnataka Founder Chethan
Ram, Oaks Asset Management Founder Vivek Anand and rider Thomas Bobby Philip
unveil a t-shirt during a press conference to announce the 1st edition of Bangalore
One Race and 8th edition of Tour of Karnataka, in Bengaluru, Thursday, Nov. 17.

Gurugram, Nov 17: 

Bharti Airtel, India’s
leading telecommunica-
tions services provider
today announced the
launch of its cutting edge
5G services in Gurugram.
Airtel 5G Plus services will
be available to customers in
a phased manner as the
company continues to con-
struct its network and com-
plete the roll out.
Customers with 5G enabled
devices will enjoy high
speed Airtel 5G Plus net-
work at no extra costuntil
the roll out is more wide-
spread.

Currently operational at
DLF Cyber Hub, DLF Phase
2, MG Road, Rajiv Chowk,
IffcoChowk, Atlas Chowk,
UdyogVihar, Nirvana
Country, Gurugram rail-
way station, Civil lines,

Ardee city, Huda city center,
Gurugram National
Highway and few other se-
lect locations, Airtel will
augment its network mak-
ing its services available
across the city in due
course of time.

Commenting on the
launch, NidhiLauria, CEO,
Bharti Airtel, Delhi - NCR
said, “I am thrilled to an-
nounce the launch of Airtel
5G Plus in Gurugram.
Airtel customers can now
experience ultrafast net-
work and enjoy speeds upto
20-30 times faster than the
current 4G speeds. We are
in the process of lightning
the entire city which will
allow customers to enjoy
superfast access to High-
definition video streaming,
gaming, multiple chatting,
instant uploading of photos
and more.”

Airtel 5G Plus now
live in Gurugram

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd
India's fifth-largest cement
group and the leading ce-
ment player in East India,
in terms of capacity, re-
cently received the presti-
gious Green Pro certifica-
tion for six of its ready-
mix concrete plants.
Patencheru, Miyapur
(Hyderabad), Whitefield
(Bengaluru), Sanathal
(Gujarat), Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) and Gurgaon
(Haryana) received the
Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC-CII)
“Greenpro Ecolabel” for
producing Ecodure -
Green Concrete. Green
Pro Ecolabel is accredited
by Global Ecolabelling
Network (GEN) through

GENICES (GEN’s
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
Coordinated Ecolabelling
System) to end users in
the building and manu-
facturing sector for
choosing sustainable
products, materials, and
technologies reducing
the environmental im-

pact. In comparison to
conventional OPC mixes,
Nuvoco's Ecodure prod-
ucts - Ecodure, Ecodure
Prime and Ecodure Plus -
reduce carbon emissions
by up to 60%. As a result,
leading architects and
developers consider it
the first choice for sus-

tainable and circular
construction. Moreover,
the company also issues
Green Pro-Certificates to
end customers who have
consciously made an in-
formed choice to buy eco-
friendly products with a
minimum environmen-
tal impact. Upon receiv-
ing the recognition and
certification, Ms.
Madhumita Basu, Chief
Strategy & Marketing
Officer at Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd., said, “This is
a testament to our com-
mitment to creating
value for our stakehold-
ers by offering innova-
tive and sustainable
products from our
C o n s t r u c t i o n
Development &
Innovation Centre.

Nuvoco’s Six Ready-Mix Concrete
Plants gets GreenPro Ecolabel

Mumbai, Nov 17: 

The all-new offering brings
together KFC’s signature
Chicken Popcorn & the nation’s
much loved Maggi noodles –
for the first time ever!
India,2022: BhookLagi? Toh
‘Let’s KFC!’ Because for the
first time, in what undoubtedly
is the most epic collaboration
of 2022, KFC India partners
with Nestle to delight fans
with the KFC Popcorn
BowlMade with Maggi. The
two iconic brands have joined
hands to create the one, the
only, the crunchiest and slurpi-
est combo of KFC’s signature
Chicken Popcorn&Maggi noo-
dles in one perfect bowl!
Bringing together hot, steam-
ing, deliciously masaledaarand
so so slurpy Maggi noodles,
with flavorful Chicken
Popcorn, tender on the inside
but unbelievably crispy on the

outside, this limited time bowl
of happiness is sure to add
much crispiness to your undy-
ing love for Maggi noodles &
KFC Chicken.  Talking about
this iconic partnership, Moksh
Chopra, GM, KFC India said,
“Both Maggi and KFC are icon-
ic brands that consumers love
and truly enjoy. The coming
together of this epic collab
was therefore very much on
the cards, and perhaps some-
thing that our fans always
hoped for. And what a deli-
cious recipe this partnership
has resulted in! We are thrilled
to offer KFC & Maggi fans the
limited-edition KFC Popcorn
Bowl Made with Maggi; that is
sure to offer a finger lickin’
good time, with a slurpy
twist!” The bowl comes in two
distinct much-loved flavours –
with Chicken Popcorn & Veg
Patty - and is sure to get you
slurping & crunching. 

Nestle introduces KFC
Popcorn made with Maggi

Mumbai, Nov 17:

Nearly half of the small
businesses will not be able
to claw back their margins
to the pre-pandemic levels
even though almost all of
them will be able to match
the fiscal 2020 revenue lev-
els this fiscal due to the in-
ability to completely pass
on high commodity prices
and the rupee's fall, as per a
report. According to the
Crisil report on Wednesday,
while almost all small busi-
nesses are likely to close
this fiscal at the FY20 top-
line levels, as much as 43
per cent of them will close
the fiscal with pre-pandem-
ic margins because of their
inability to completely pass
on the high prices in some
commodities as well as an
unfavourable exchange
rate. The report is based on

69 sectors and 147 clusters
or two-thirds of the MSME
universe, which logged an
aggregate revenue of Rs 56
lakh crore, representing 20-
25 per cent of the GDP.
According to Pushan
Sharma, a director at the
agency, the overall MSME
sector is expected to bounce
back to 1.27 times the pre-
pandemic level in terms of
revenue this fiscal. While
their operating margin is
expected to touch the pre-
pandemic level this fiscal
for 43 per cent of MSMEs by
value will buck the trend.
Around 30 per cent of this
43 per cent who are from
sectors like chemicals, milk
& dairy, and packaged
foods, will not reach the
pre-pandemic margin level
due to high prices of com-
modities such as crude oil
and milk. The remaining 13

per cent from sectors like
pharma (bulk drugs) and
gems & jewellery will fall
short of the mark due to
rupee depreciation. While
the rupee fell to 82.3 a dollar
in October against 70.9 per
dollar in the pre-pandemic
era, crude prices have been
averaging at USD 104/bar-
rel between April and
October compared to USD
61/barrel pre-pandemic.
Crude and crude deriva-
tives are used as inputs for
many SME sectors, includ-
ing chemicals, dyes and pig-
ments and construction
roads. An increase in fod-
der prices, unavailability of
green fodder, and loss of
milk production as the in-
semination rate was affect-
ed in fiscal 2021 due to lock-
down led to an 11 per cent
increase in milk prices in
fiscal 2022.

43% of MSMEs to close this fiscal
with pre-pandemic margins

A
ctress Mitaali Nag, who is set to enter the web se-
ries 'Aashiqana 2' as Tejaswini Raizada, said that
playing a negative role is not easy. The actress

shares that while she liked her character as soon as she
heard the script, essaying it has been challenging for

her. "I have always been cautious about taking up
negative roles on TV. When the casting director,
Dimpy called me for this role, she insisted I hear
the brief before deciding whether to do it or not
because it was not a regular vamp that has been
seen on TV. After hearing the brief from Gul

Khan ji, who is not just producing but also
writing the series, I accepted the offer," she
said.

Mitaali has been part of a number of
TV shows including 'Dil Ki Nazar Se
Khoobsurat', 'Ghum Hai Kisikey Pyaar
Mein', 'Iss Pyaar Ko Kya Naam Doon? 3'
and many more. Now, the actress will be

seen entering the web series with the up-
coming episodes as a negative character.

She added: "But it's challenging and how. I
have never been so nervous. The first few
days of any project are always the first. We
are settling in with the team, we are getting in
the skin of the character. The comfort level is
still not there. But the confidence that I will
pull it off is always there. However, this time,
the pressure is more. But I am going to attempt
playing my first negative role of Tejaswini with
full honesty and I hope that the viewers see be-
yond the deeds that she would do and appreciate
my efforts as an actor while performing them."
However, from the career perspective, this char-
acter makes sense to her at this point of time. She
continues: "Playing a negative character immedi-
ately after playing a mentally challenged one is
definitely going to help me show my range as an
actor to the audience. As an actor, it is going to
be a challenge for me to play the role of
Tejaswini Raizada."

"Also, one of the driving factors for me to be
on board is that the series is conceptualised and
being written by Gul ji. She has created so many
successful shows. I have worked with her team
before. And they are one of the best teams to
work with. Actors are taken care of like babies
when at work," she further mentioned.

ACROSS

1. Breathing

6. What a pity!

10. Frog's kin

14. Is bold

15. Corporate symbol

16. Fairy tale starter

17. Love (Ital.)

18. Too early

20. Provides workers

21. Common article

22. Wiped clean

23. Largest continent

25. Work hard

26. Eased up

29. Predicament

30. First-aid ____

33. Unable to read

35. Actress ____ Bancroft

36. Banisters

37. Not well

38. Zones

39. Rim

40. Evaluation

42. Bear's hideaway

43. Pet pest

44. Rental agreements

45. Golf norms

46. Enjoy a book

47. Uncommon

50. Dairy animal

51. Motionless

55. Aggravates

57. Transparent

58. Harness part

59. Sub shop

60. San Antonio shrine

61. Hit

62. New Haven school

63. Pitches

DOWN

1. Comedian Sandler

2. Buddhist monk

3. Steamy appliance

4. Having many skills

5. Compass point (abbr.)

6. First Greek letter

7. Traditional knowledge

8. Develop

9. Unspecified person

10. Whole

11. Burden

12. Land parcel

13. Feat

19. Dry

21. Ocean current

24. Movie backdrops

25. Owner's proof

26. Televised
27. "____ Runner"
28. Adjust
29. Light wood
30. Leg joints
31. Foolish
32. Quizzes
34. Moves upward
35. Armored mammal
38. On a ship
40. By this time
41. Whole bunch
43. Reality
45. Publish
46. Comic ____ O'Donnell
47. Knights
48. Ship's staff
49. Diva's forte
50. Prison room
52. College official
53. Limping
54. Greek Cupid
56. Earl Grey, e.g.
57. Puma, e.g.
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In a first, Mitaali 
Nag plays a negative
role in ‘Aashiqana 2’

L
ast weekend, the prestigious
platform of Sony
Entertainment Television’s

singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol -
Season 13’ announced its Top 12
contestants! Now, with the competi-
tion getting tough and entertain-
ment double, this weekend, view-
ers will witness the, ‘India Ki
Farmaish’ episode on Saturday! On
Sunday, celebrating ‘legends,’ the
show will welcome Bollywood’s
evergreen actor, Dharmendra Ji
and everyone’s favorite actor,
Govinda who is fondly also ad-
dressed as ‘Chichi’ for the, ‘Heroes
No. 1’ special episode. Making the
evening even more, ‘musicana,’
Govinda’s wife Sunita Ahujaalong
with their son Yashvardhan Ahuja
will also be a part of the show!

Aap hai toh hum hai!  The, ‘India
Ki Farmaish’ special will see the
Top 12 contestants fulfil the wishes
of their many special fans. To
begin with, the cast of, ‘An Action
Hero’ - Ayushmann Khurrana
Jaideep Ahlawat followed by
Umesh Makhija who is the founder
of the ‘Rafi ji Fan Club’, Bhupinder
Singh a viral traffic police officer,
Madhu Lakhotia, a singer who
sings in reverse, ace singers Sachet
& Parampara and many more
names from all over the country
will put forward their ‘farmaish’
while supporting their favorite

contestants. Bhupinder Singh who
supports Rupam Bharnarhia will
showcase his unique traffic man-
agement skills through singing
and, an impressed Ayushmann
Khurana will profess his wish to
play Bhupendra’s role if ever a
film is being made on him.
Supporting Navdeep Wadali,
Madhu Lakhotia who’s talent is
singing in reverse, will not only
surprise everyone with her skill
but will also make everyone pres-
ent chuckle a little with her re-
verse singing. There’s more,

Jaideep would be seen requesting
Navdeep to sing the song, ‘Tu
Mane Ya Na Mane’ in his authen-
tic voice bringing out the lineage
of the, ‘Wadali Brothers.’ Vineet
Singh will be overjoyed meeting
his biggest fan, Umesh Makhija
who presents him with ‘vinyl CD’
signed by Rafi ji and would re-
quest Vineet to give his autograph
on it as well. Fans of Rishi Singh,
music composers Sachet and
Parampara will be seen sharing
some exciting trivia on the much
popular song ‘Bekahyali.’

Leading into Sunday, Govinda
will reveal how lucky he feels to
have been meeting Dharam ji for
14 years! While both the ‘heroes’
thoroughly enjoy the perform-
ance put forward by the Top 12
contestants, viewers will also get
to witness the amount of love, re-
spect and adulation Govinda has
for his Idol, Dharma Ji.
Reciprocating the same, Dharam
ji too will be seen talking about
the sweet camaraderie he shares
with Govinda making which fur-
ther highlights their bond.
Surprising Dharam ji, in a sweet
moment, Sunita Ahuja will get
parathas for Dharmendra ji who
thoroughly enjoys every bite. Not
only this, the legendary actors
will also share many interesting
trivia and moments from their
time in the entertainment indus-
try. Delivering extraordinary per-
formances this week, the Top 12
contestants; Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta Chakraborty,
Anushka Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das from
Kolkata, Chirag Kotwal from
Jammu,Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep Wadali from
Amritsar,Shivam Singh, Kavya
Limaye from Gujarat, Rupam
Bharnarhia from Amritsar will
surely leave the viewers mesmer-
ized with their singing talent!

‘Indian Idol - Season 13’ to fulfill ‘India Ki Farmaish’
WATCHO, one of the

fastest-growing OTT
platforms from Dish TV India
Limited, India's leading con-
tent distribution company,
has premiered a new nail-bit-
ing thriller series ‘Wajah’.
Inspired by true-life events,
the story is based on the mur-
der of a young innocent girl,
Gauri Saxena, from a small
town who befriends the son
of fashion mogul Rakesh
Mehra.
In her pursuit of the killer,
Inspector Sanjana causes
trouble for the bigshots of the
fashion industry and starts to
uncover the numerous hidden
truths. The series has a
strong star cast comprising
renowned names like Sanjay
Swaraj, Navina Bole,
Nishikant Dixit, Ayesha
Kapoor, Aruna Giri, and Nikhil
Parmar. Directed by Satish
Shukla and produced by
Aashish Vishwakarma, Satish
Shukla & Darshan
Khandelwal, the series is
cleverly written by Kumar
Siddharth. This real-life-
based stylishly written mur-
der mystery with a blend of
fashion is co-produced by
Samar Goyal with the brilliant
creativity of the cinematogra-
pher Anik R. Verma and
Editor Pushkar Bhaskar Pant.

‘Wajah’,  new nail-biting thriller series

Star Bharat is coming
up with a new show,”

Aashao ka Savera ….
Dheere Dheere which is
expected to premiere by
end of november. Rahil
Azam and Reena Kapoor
are the lead actors in the
show which is produced
by Swastik Productions.

The preparations of
Aashao ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
started off with Muhurat
pooja on the very first day
of shoot for a fresh and
good start. The whole set
was present in the
Muhurat pooja. Pooja and
havan was performed by
lead actor Reena Kapoor
along with the director
and producer of the show.

To know more stay
tuned to watch ‘Aashao Ka

Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’ only on Star Bharat
coming soon.

‘Aashao ka savera…. Dheere
Dheere Se’ occasioned with

muhurat pooja
Bollywood actress

Parineeti Chopra, who
is currently enjoying the
response to her recently-
released movie "Uunchai",
feels honoured to have
worked with the towering
talents of Hindi cinema
like Amitabh Bachchan,
Anupam Kher, Boman
Irani, and Danny
Denzongpa.

The actress recently
shared a reel on her
Instagram which shows
her enjoying some behind
the scenes moments of the
film. In the reel, Parineeti
can be seen enjoying the
picturesque locales along
with Anupam Kher and
Boman Irani as she roams
around and poses at differ-
ent spots of the shooting
location.

"Uunchai", directed by

Sooraj Barjatya,revolves
around friendship and
learning about life has
proved to touch everyone's
heart with utmost ease.

Parineeti Chopra shares
BTS from picturesque
locations of ‘Uunchai’

T
he recently
launched trailer of
the Kajol-starrer

'Salaam Venky' has gained
a lot of positive response
owing to its heartwarm-
ing story and characters.
In a new development, the
trailer of 'Salaam Venky',
which has been helmed by
actress-director Revathy,
will now be attached to
Kajol's husband, Ajay
Devgn's upcoming movie
'Drishyam 2', sequel to his
hit 2015 Hindi remake of
the same name.

The audience, who are

extremely excited to
watch 'Drishyam 2' star-
ring Ajay Devgn, Tabu,
and Akshaye Khanna will

now have a double treat
with 'Salaam Venky'.
'Salaam Venky', which also
stars Vishal Jethwa as the

son of Kajol's character, is
a heartwarming story of a
mother-son duo that teach-
es the true meaning of the
celebration of life. The
film believes in the ideolo-
gy of "Zindagi lambi nahi,
badi honi chahiye".
Presented by Connekkt
Media and produced by
Suuraj Sinngh, Shraddha
Agrawal, and Varsha
Kukreja under the banner
BLIVE Productions and
RTAKE Studios, 'Salaam
Venky' is set to release in
cinemas on December 9,
2022.

Kajol’s ‘Salaam Venky’ theatrical trailer to be
attached with Ajay Devgn’s ‘Drishyam 2’

'K
umkum Bhagya'
actress Mugdha
Chaphekar will

disguise herself as fa-
mous Bollywood charac-
ter Basanti, played by star
Hema Malini in the 1975
blockbuster film 'Sholay'.
The actress talks about
the entire sequence for
which she will be don-
ning the look of the fa-
mous character.

She said: "When I first
got to know we will be
doing a new disguise look
for the upcoming track in
the show, I was really ex-
cited to see what it's going
to be. Soon, I was in-
formed that we would be
doing the iconic
Bollywood character

Basanti look for the up-
coming track and I was
thrilled. I have donned
many looks in disguise
before, but this is the first
time I will be getting into
Basanti's character look."

The 35-year-old actress,
who made her debut in
TV in 2006 with 'Kya
Mujhse Dosti Karoge',
further shares how she is
putting all her effort to
understand the body lan-
guage and look of origi-
nal Basanti which has be-
come an iconic character
over the years.

She added: "I honestly
like trying out new looks
because it kind of breaks
the monotony and adds
fun to the shoot.

Mugdha Chaphekar to
don the look of iconic
Basanti from ‘Sholay’
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Wellington, Nov 17 (PTI):

Having not learned from their mis-
takes, India will aim to shed their
archaic playing style for good with
the help of a "young and fearless"
bunch in the three-match T20I
series against New Zealand, begin-
ning here on Friday.
After the World Cup debacle in the
UAE last year, India did adopt an
aggressive batting approach but by
the time the next edition came
knocking, the top-order was found
wanting and failed to take the
attack to the opposition.
India found themselves running in
circles as the wait for their first ICC
trophy in nine years got longer.
With the next T20 global event two
years away, India have enough time
to identify and groom the players
for an attack-at-all costs approach
displayed by England.
Hardik Pandya, who could lead the
team in the next T20 showpiece,
will be captaining the side in Rohit
Sharma's absence.
Stand-in head coach VVS Laxman
has indicated that the management
will be keen to add only T20 spe-
cialists to meet the requirement of
the modern game. Though the
focus has shifted to ODIs ahead of
the World Cup next year, India
would like to make most of the T20
games here and the nine more they
play before the 50-over mega event.
Though Virat Kohli was in sublime
touch Down Under, the lack of
"intent" from Rohit and K L Rahul in
the powerplay was criticised heavi-
ly. There is a strong possibility that
all three will not play the shortest
format till the 2024 edition, and
therefore, India need to plan for the
future.
Ishan Kishan and Shubman Gill will
be the likely openers for the first

game here but the management
can also give Rishabh Pant another
opportunity at the top of the order.
Though India are fielding a second-
string team in New Zealand, the
squad members still have a decent
amount of international experience.
The highly rated Gill, who rose to
prominence with his exploits in the
U-19 World Cup in New Zealand
four years ago, will be hoping to
make his T20 debut here.
Kishan has already been tried at the
top regularly over the past 12
months and the series presents him
a good opportunity to make a
strong case for the team's pre-
ferred opener.
Sanju Samson has been handed
another chance and he would be
desperate to make it count. The

series also marks the return of
Washington Sundar after his injury
issues and he would be expected to
deliver both with bat and ball.
One major reason for India's T20
troubles has been their inability to
take wickets in the middle overs
through finger spinners. The New
Zealand games could reunite the
wrist spin duo of Kuldeep Yadav
and Yuzvendra Chahal, whose
exclusion from the World Cup XI
baffled many.
India also need an express pace
bowler alongside Jasprit Bumrah
and on that front Umran Malik
seems to be their best bet. He did
not have the best of times on his
maiden tour of Ireland and England
and will be eyeing more accuracy,
without compromising on raw pace.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Arshdeep
Singh are expected to share the

new ball, like they did in Australia.
Harshal Patel, who warmed the
bench in the World Cup, and
Mohammad Siraj, could also get a
game over the course of the series.
New Zealand, on the other hand,
will field a near full-strength side
under Kane Willamson's leadership.
Like India, they too would be smart-
ing from another loss in a World
Cup knockout game, and would
look to bounce back strongly.
The Black Caps will also be trying
out fast bowlers in the absence of
Trent Boult, who is unlikely to play
all games after opting out of a cen-
tral contract. Opener Martin Guptill,
too, has missed out with Finn Allen
joining Devon Conway at the top.
Williamson's strike rate was also
questioned during the ICC event
and he would be aiming to get back
to his free flowing best.

India to make another
‘fresh’ start with NZ T20s

New Zealand captain Kane Williamson (L) with India captain Hardik Pandya (R) pose with the T20
trophy two days out from the first T20 match during a standup on the Water Front in Wellington.

Match starts 12 PM IST.

Adelaide, Nov 17:

Australia's top-order
plundered an inexperi-
enced England attack to
celebrate Pat Cummins'
first match as ODI skip-
per with a comfortable
six-wicket victory in the
series opener in
Adelaide.

Chasing 288, after
Dawid Malan played a
lone hand with a formida-
ble innings of 134, David
Warner, Travis Head and
Steven Smith struck half-
centuries as Australia
reached the target with 19
balls to spare.

On a flat Adelaide Oval
pitch under lights,
Australia were never
threatened in their chase
after a 147-run opening
stand from Warner and
Head, who made an im-
pressive return to the
role vacated by retired
Aaron Finch.

Warner and Head
pounced on wide deliver-
ies and took a liking to
the short square bound-
aries on a ground where
they posted Australia's
ODI record opening stand
of 284 against Pakistan in
January 2017.

In front of his home
faithful, Head further en-
hanced his growing repu-
tation against the new
ball having entered the

match averaging 50.07
from 15 previous ODI in-
nings as an opener.

He eyed a third ODI ton
but fell for 69 off 57 balls
when he holed out in the
20th over. Smith, who was
on the fringes for most of
the T20 World Cup, then
issued a reminder of his
prowess in the 50-over
format with sweetly-
timed strokes coming in
at No.3. Warner seemed
headed for his 19th centu-
ry before his 84-ball
knock ended when he
was caught on the bound-
ary off David Willey, who
in his 61st ODI was
England's most experi-
enced bowler.

Willey then picked up
Marnus Labuschagne
cheaply to revive
England's faint hopes, but
Smith, who recently re-
fined his technique by
abandoning shuffling
across the crease,
slammed the door shut as
Australia drew first blood
in the three-match series.

David Warner, Steve Smith star as
Australia ease to six-wicket win

Australia's Travis Head (R)
celebrates reaching his
half century during the

first one-day international
(ODI) cricket match

between Australia and
England at the Adelaide
Oval on November 17 in

Adelaide.

Bengaluru, Nov 17 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu defeated
Goa by 57 runs in a Group
C match of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on
Thursday.

Batting first, Tamil
Nadu amassed 373 for 4
thanks to a blistering 168
by opener N Jagadeesan
and a ton by B Sai
Sudharsan (117). They re-
stricted the opposition to
316 for 6 in 50 overs.

Jagadeesan, who
brought up his third
straight century in the
tournament, looked on
course for a double ton be-
fore falling to Suyash S
Prabhudessai (2/87). He
was involved in a massive
276-run partnership for
the opening wicket with B
Sai Sudharsan (117, 112
balls, 13 fours).

Jagadeesan smashed 15
fours and six sixes in his
knock which put Tamil
Nadu on track for a mam-
moth score.

Sudharsan, who has
been in good form too,
matched his opening part-
ner stroke for stroke as the

two went on the offensive
from the start.

Though the rate of scor-
ing slowed down after the

exit of Sudharsan and
Jagadeesan, Aparajith
smashed three sixes in his
17-ball 31 to take TN to 373
for 4.

Goa put up a brave re-
sponse through half cen-
turies by Snehal
Kauthankar (67), Siddhesh
Lad (62 not out), Ishaan
Gadekar (51) and Eknath
(50).

Lad, who previously
played for Mumbai, gave it
his all. However, the huge
target proved beyond Goa.

It was the third win for
Tamil Nadu, the runners-
up last season.

In other matches, Kerala
beat Chhattisgarh by eight
wickets and Andhra
crushed Bihar by 132 runs
riding on a superb 154 by
Ashwin Hebbar and half-
centuries from Hanuma
Vihari and Ricky Bhui.

Meanwhile, Haryana
routed Arunachal Pradesh
by 306 runs with C K
Bishnoi and Yuvraj Singh
hammering tons.

TN beat Goa, easy wins for
Andhra, Kerala, Haryana

Tamil Nadu 373 for 4
in 50 overs (N Jagadeesan
168, B Sai Sudharsan 117,
B Aparajith 31 not out, M
Shahrukh Khan 29,
Arjun Tendulkar 2/61) vs
Goa 316 for 6 in 50 overs
(Snehal Kauthankar 67,
Siddhesh Lad 62 not
out,Ishaan Gadekar 51,
Eknath 50) by 57 runs.
TN: 4 points, Goa: 0.

Chhattisgarh 171 all
out in 48.1 overs
(Ashutosh Singh 40, Ajay
Mandal 30, Akhil Scaria
4/25, N Basil 3/40) lost to
Kerala 175 for 2 in 36.1
overs (P Rahul 92 not out,
Vatshal 35) by eight wick-
ets. Kerala: 4 points,
Chhattisgarh: 0.

Andhra 302 for 7 in 50

overs (Ashwin Hebbar
154, 141 balls, 10X4, 4X6),
Hanuma Vihari 52, Ricky
Bhui 52) beat Bihar 170
all out by 132 runs
(Pratap 60, Sachin Kumar
Singh 42, M Harishankar
Reddy 3/21, B Ayyappa
2/19). Andhra: 4 points,
Bihar: 0.

Haryana 397 for 8 in 50
overs (C K Bishnoi 134
(124 balls, 16X4, 1X6),
Yuvraj Singh 131 (116
balls, 12X4, 3X6),
Himanshu Rana 38,
Nishant Sindhu 36, Niia
5/84) beat Arunachal
Pradesh 91 all out (Rahul
Tewatia 4/24, Mohit
Sharma 2/7) by 306 runs.
Haryana: 4 points,
Arunachal: 0.

Brief scores

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI):

Indian boxer Lashu Yadav
made her way into the
women's 70kg quarterfinals
after thrashing Poland's Marta
Czerwinska by unanimous
decision in the Youth men's
and women's World Boxing
Championships in La Nucia,
Spain.
Besides Lashu's commanding
5-0 win, Preeti Dahiya and the
country's two male pugilists
also progressed into the next
stage.
Preeti blanked Colombia's
Claudia Daniela 4-0 in the
women's 57kg round of 32
bout.
In the men's section, Harsh
exhibited an equally dominant
display against Hungary's
Levente Olah to pocket the
60kg opening round match
comfortably by 5-0 margin.
Ashish, on the other hand, was
given a walkover in his 54kg
round of 32 contest against
Nima Bayati of Iran.
Meanwhile, India's unbeaten
run in the prestigious event
came to a halt after the Asian

youth bronze medallist Pranjal
Yadav endured a close 2-3 loss
against Uzbekistan's Oltinoy
Sotimboeva in a hard-fought
women's 81kg last-16
encounter.
Six Indian male boxers will be
seen in action on the third day
of the competition. While
Asian youth champion Vanshaj
(63.5kg), Jadumani Singh
Mandengbam (51kg), Aman
Rathore (67kg), Rockey
Chaudhary (80kg) and Bharat
Joon (92kg) will fight in their
respective round-of-32 match-
es, Rhythm (+92kg) will play
in the pre-quarterfinals.

Lashu advances into
QFs; four Indians

progress on second dayWellington, Nov 17 (PTI):

Former India head
coach Ravi Shastri on
Thursday said there is "no
harm" in appointing a sep-
arate T20 captain and
identified premier all-
rounder Hardik Pandya as
the ideal candidate. In the
absence of regular skipper
Rohit Sharma, Hardik will
lead India in the three-
match T20Is series in New
Zealand, starting Friday.
"For T20 cricket, there is
no harm in having a new
captain," Shastri told re-
porters ahead of the first
T20I here.

"Because the volume of
cricket is such, that for one
player to play all three for-
mats of the game is never
going to be easy. "If Rohit is
already leading in Tests
and ODIs, there is no harm
in identifying a new T20I
captain, and if his name is
Hardik Pandya, so be it."
Stand-in head coach VVS
Laxman on Thursday said
India will be looking to
identify T20 specialists as
it seeks course correction

after yet another World
Cup failure, and Shastri
agreed with the NCA head.
"That's the way forward,
VVS is right. They'll iden-
tify specialists, especially
among the youngsters.
"That should be the
mantra, two years from
now identify and make
that team into a terrific
fielding side and identify
roles for these youngsters
who could be fearless and
play that kind of cricket
without any baggage." For
the T20Is against New
Zealand the likes of
Shubman Gill, Umran
Malik, Ishan Kishan and
Sanju Samson have been
given a chance as senior
players have been rested.

No harm in having new
T20 captain: Shastri

Abu Dhabi, Nov 17 (AP):

Lionel Messi played the
entire game in Argentina's
final World Cup warmup
and scored in a 5-0 rout of
the United Arab Emirates
as the pre-tournament fa-
vorites stretched their un-
beaten run to 36 games.

Messi scored his team's
fourth goal right before
the break, having also set
up Juli n lvarez to open the
scoring in the 17th minute.
Angel di Maria scored
twice in between.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni made four changes
at halftime but opted
against resting his star
player, leaving Messi on
for the full 90 minutes.
Messi has now scored 10
goals in his last five ap-
pearances for Argentina
and took his overall tally
to 91 goals. Inter Milan for-
ward Joaqu n Correa
scored the visitors' fifth
goal on the hour mark.
Argentina starts its World
Cup tournament against
Saudi Arabia on Nov. 22. It
also faces Mexico and
Poland in Group C. "We're
confident," midfielder
Rodrigo De Paul said.

"But for many it will
their first World Cup so

the first game will be very
important."

Messi scores as Argentina routs
UAE 5-0 in World Cup warmup

UAE's forward Abdullah Ramadan (R) ,marks Argentina's forward
Lionel Messi during the friendly football match between Argentina
and the United Arab Emirates at the Mohammed Bin Zayed
Stadium in Abu Dhabi.

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI):

India players Poonam
Yadav, Deepti Sharma,
Pooja Vastrakar and Sneh
Rana were on Thursday
named captains of the
four respective teams that
will feature in Senior
Women's Challenger T20
Trophy, to be played in
Raipur from November
20.

For fringe India and do-
mestic players, the event
will be a good platform to
display their talent ahead
of the home series against
Australia next month.
The inaugural Women's
IPL takes place in March
and that will also be at the
back of the players' mind.

All games will be played

at Raipur's Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh
International Stadium.
The final will be played on
November 26.

India A: Poonam Yadav
(C), Harleen Deol (VC),
Muskan Malik, S. Sajna,
Amanjot Kaur, Disha
Kasat, Shriyanka Patil,
Saika Ishaque, Meghna
Singh, Anjali Sarwani,
Sahana Pawar, Nuzhat
Parween (WK), Shivali
Shinde (WK), S. Anusha.

India B: Deepti Sharma
(C), Shafali Verma (VC),
Dhara Gujjar, Yuvashree,
Arundhati Reddy, Nishu
Chaudhary, Humeira Kazi,
Devika Vaidya, S.S Kalal,
Monica Patel, S.L. Meena,
Simran Dil Bahadur,
Taniyaa Sapna Bhatia

(WK), Laxmi Yadav (WK)
India C: Pooja

Vastrakar (C), S. Meghana
(VC), Priya Punia, Simran
Shaikh, Tarranum
Pathan, K.P. Navgire,
Anjali Singh, Rashi
Kanojia Saranya Gadwal,
Keerthy James, Komal
Zanzad, Ajima Sangma,
Richa Ghosh (WK),
Mamatha (WK).

India D: Sneh Rana (C),
Jemimah Rodrigues (VC),
Ashwini Kumari, D.
Hemalatha, Kanika
Ahuja, Jasia Akhter,
Yastika Bhatia, Priyanka
Priyadarshini, Shikha
Pandey, S.B. Pokharkar,
Renuka Singh, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Aparna
Mondal (WK), Sushma
Verma (WK).

Poonam, Deepti, Sneh, Pooja named
captains for Women’s T20 Challenger

Turin, Nov 17 (AP):

Five-time champion
Novak Djokovic eased into
the final four of the ATP
Finals with a 6-4, 6-1 win
over Andrey Rublev.

It took the seventh-seed-
ed Djokovic just 68 min-
utes to see off Rublev and
make it two wins out of
two in Turin to qualify for
his 11th semifinal in 15 ap-
pearances at the year-end
tournament.

Djokovic is aiming to
equal Roger Federer's
record six titles at the
event. His last victory
came in 2015.

"I played very, very well.
One of the best matches of

the year without a doubt,"
Djokovic said. "He is a
tough opponent. A great
competitor. He possesses a
lot of strengths in his
game. I managed to find
the right attitude and the
right game.

"He went down in his en-
ergy a little in the second
and I wanted to use the
momentum and energy
from my side in the first
few games and it was a
flawless second set."

In a first set dominated
by serving on the fast in-
door court, the first break
point didn't come until the
final game and when
Djokovic hit a return
down the line to take the
opener, Rublev threw his
racket down in frustra-
tion.

Djokovic broke early in
the second set and took a 3-
0 lead with no way back
for Rublev. The Russian
won two points in the final
two games as Djokovic
broke again and went on
to take the match.

Djokovic beat Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the players'
opening match.

Djokovic eases into
semifinals with 

victory over Rublev
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Tourists board Shikaras on a sunny day, at Dal Lake in Srinagar, Thursday.

Devotees at Ayyappan temple during the Tamil month of ‘Karthigai’, in Chennai, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Thursday it is “trou-
bling” that 454 seats in
medical courses have re-
mained vacant because
the open round of INI-CET
counselling has stopped.

The Institute of
National Importance
Combined Entrance Test
(INI-CET) is for admission
to the Post Graduate (PG)
courses of certain All
India Institutes of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) and
some other medical insti-
tutions.A bench of
Justices S K Kaul and A S
Oka observed this while
hearing a petition which
said INI-CET is conducted
by AIIMS, New Delhi, and
a notice was issued by the
premier medical institute
on September 19 this year
conveying its decision to
cancel the open round for
INI-CET July 2022 session.

“What is troubling us is
that stopping of the open
round has resulted in 454
seats being vacant,” the
bench orally observed,
adding, “we do feel that

seats should not go va-
cant”. In an affidavit filed
in the apex court, the
AIIMS said the process of
admission through INI-
CET was closed on August
31, 2022. It said three of the
five petitioners were allo-
cated and offered seats in
the second round of coun-
selling. The affidavit said
these three petitioners had
taken a “calculated risk”
and opted to not take those
seats after second round of
counselling and persist in
looking for other opportu-
nities despite being ex-
pected to fill choices for
the subjects or disciplines
that they genuinely
wished to pursue. “It is
humbly submitted that the
petitioners, having faced
the repercussions of their
own poor decision mak-
ing, cannot now claim an
additional round of INI-
CET counselling as a mat-
ter of right, thereby dis-
rupting the overall process
of admissions and nega-
tively impacting patient
care activities as a result
of the special treatment
sought to be meted out to

the petitioners,” it said.
The plea has sought direc-
tions to the Centre and
others, including AIIMS,
to organise the remaining
rounds of INI-CET coun-
selling without any fur-
ther delay. Senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan
along with lawyer Tanvi
Dubey appeared for the pe-
titioners, including three
who have completed
MBBS. The affidavit filed
by AIIMS said the petition-
ers have “sought to mis-
lead” the court by drawing
a parallel between INI-
CET and NEET examina-
tion. It said the next INI-
CET took place on
November 13, 2022 and the
results are scheduled for
November 19.

The affidavit said any
further rounds of coun-
selling shall not only dis-
turb the results of exami-
nation held on November
13, but will also lead to a
situation whereby seats al-
ready allocated shall have
to be thrown open to stu-
dents who have already
joined the course of their
choice.

SC troubled over
454 vacant seats

After open round of INI-CET counselling stopped

Noida, Nov 17 (PTI):

An FIR has been lodged
against a high-rise society
resident after his pet dog
bit a six-year-old child in-
side their building’s lift in
Greater Noida (West), a
police official said
Thursday.

The Greater Noida
Authority also slapped a
penalty of Rs 10,000 on the
pet owner and asked him
to bear the medical ex-
penses of the child.

According to the com-
plaint lodged by the po-
lice, the child was return-
ing to his 16th-floor home
in La Residentia society
after school on Tuesday
and he was with his moth-
er inside their building’s
lift.

The CCTV footage of
the episode also made its
way to social media, pur-
portedly showing the dog
lunging at the child and
biting on his arm.

There were only three
people — the child in the
school uniform, his moth-

er and the pet owner — be-
sides the dog in the lift at
the time, the footage
showed.

“The mother and the
child were in the lift,
which went to the base-
ment of the building be-
fore going up. In the base-
ment, another building
resident entered the lift
along with his pet dog,”
the complaint stated.

“Within moments of en-
tering the lift, the dog bit
the child even as his
owner tried to control
him,” it said.

The FIR was lodged
Wednesday evening under
section 289 (negligent be-
haviour with respect to an
animal) of the Indian
Penal Code, a police offi-
cer said, adding further
probe was underway in
the case.

Meanwhile, the Greater
Noida Authority also is-
sued a notice to the pet
owner over the incident,
according to an official.

“The incident took
place because of your ir-
responsible behaviour in
handling your dog,” Dr.
Premchand, in-charge of
the health department for
Greater Noida Authority
stated in the notice.

FIR, Rs 10,000 
penalty on pet owner
 After dog bites

child in Gr Noida

society lift

Thiruvananthapuram,
Nov 17 (PTI): Around 13
percent of the those in-
volved in drug and sub-
stance abuse in India are
below 20 years of age,
which calls for stepping
up community interven-
tion and preventive mech-
anisms targeting adoles-
cents, an UN official said
here on Thursday.

Children face increased
risk of drugs and alcohol
abuse due to their poor
mental and physical
health resulting from vio-
lence, exploitation and
sexual abuse against
them, Billy Batware,
Programme Officer of
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) said at the
International Forum on
Children Matter-Right to
a Drug-Free Childhood.’

He was speaking on
“Drugs and
Transnational Crime in a
Child’s World and Role of
Civil Society” at the three-
day international meet,
organised by Fourth Wave
Foundation in partner-
ship with UNODC and
World Federation Against

Drugs (WFAD). “Nine out
of 10 people with drug ad-
diction begin using sub-
stances before they turn
18. In its 2021-25 strategy,
UNODC has defined har-
nessing the transforma-
tive power of youth and
children as one of its
three cross-cutting com-
mitments.”

Child trafficking, child
labour and exploitation
by criminals often result
in poor mental and physi-
cal health of children,
leading to high risk of
drugs and alcohol abuse.
Involvement of children
in crime is mostly due to
socio-economic hardship
and the lack of opportuni-
ties, he noted.

CC Joseph, Director,
Fourth Wave Foundation-
India, said there is a steep
increase in the use of
drugs among children and
a drastic increase in
crime rates relating to
drugs in Kerala

Lack of trained public
healthcare officials to
work with children, child
treatment and child care
protocols is a grave issue
in the state, he said. He

said the “Project
VENDA”, being carried
out by FWF in Kerala, ad-
dresses at scale the need
for capacity building to
manage the cycle of care
and treatment.

This programme has
been following a multi-
pronged approach of pre-
vention, treatment, recov-
ery and drug demand re-
duction, besides health
education at an early age
through school-centric in-
terventions.

It is designed and exe-
cuted with full communi-
ty participation, he added.

In a Panel discussion on
“Global Drug Policy
Advocacy Efforts Focused
on Children,” Kavita
Ratna, Director of
Advocacy and
Fundraising, The
Concerned for Working
Children-India, said sub-
stance abuse affects chil-
dren both as users and as
victims. Ratna said chil-
dren are also entitled to
state protection and it is
our responsibility to en-
sure that they live and
grow in a substance
abuse-free community.

UN REPORT

‘13% of drug abuse victims 
in India below 20 years’

P a t h a n a m t h i t t a
(Kerala), Nov 17 (PTI):
The Left government in
Kerala on Thursday with-
drew a handbook, distrib-
uted by the Home
Department among po-
lice personnel on duty at
the Lord Ayyappa temple
in Sabarimala. The with-
drawal comes after one of
directives of the govern-
ment regarding devotees’
entry into the shrine
kicked up a row in the
State with the BJP alleg-
ing that the directive al-
legedly had a malicious
motive.

In the wake of the alle-
gations, State Devaswom
Minister K
Radhakrishnan, who was
in Sabarimala in connec-
tion with the commence-
ment of the annual pil-
grimage from today, said
directives had been given
to withdraw the hand-
book if any lapse in it
was found.

He clarified it was
printed earlier and the di-
rectives in the handbook
this year were given by
mistake. “The govern-
ment has no ill-motive.

We have done everything
with a good intention. If
there are any lapses in
the directives, directions
will be given to withdraw
it,” he said.

ADGP M R Ajith
Kumar also said a new
handbook would be dis-
tributed soon after recti-
fying the mistakes.

“It is learnt that the old
duty-book was copied and
printed as such. That’s
how the error happened.
Besides this, some other
mistakes also came to our
notice. The DGP gave di-
rections to withdraw it
and issue the new duty-
book,” he told reporters.

The handbook compris-
es general instructions,
saying all pilgrims are
permitted to enter the
temple as per the
September 2018 verdict of
the Supreme Court.
Without directly men-
tioning about the entry of
women at Sabarimala
and the agitations that
followed, BJP State chief
K Surendran said if the
Left government had any
particular intention be-
hind the directive permit-

ting entry to all pil-
grims, it was better
to nip it in the bud.
“If the decision (of
the government) is
to turn Sabarimala into a
war zone again and to
target believers, we
haven’t forgotten any-
thing from the past. The
government had back-
tracked from those issues
earlier. If you are coming
up again with such a
move, it will have far-
reaching consequences...
that’s the only thing we
can say,” he told re-
porters.

The BJP leader said it
was better for the govern-
ment to step back from
such plans.

The Lord Ayyappa tem-
ple opened on Wednesday
on the eve of the annual
M a n d a l a m -
Makaravilakku pilgrim-
age season which this
year is expected to see a
40 to 50 per cent increase
in devotees in the ab-
sence of COVID-19 re-
strictions. The temple
witnessed a huge turnout
of devotees this morning,
braving heavy rains.

Kerala govt withdraws 
police handbook after row
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Bengaluru, Nov 17 (PTI): 

Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)
Chairman S Somanath
on Thursday said about
100 start-ups were regis-
tered with them and were
working closely in vari-
ous domains of the space
sector.

Addressing a plenary
session on Thursday here
at the Bengaluru Tech
Summit 2022 on ‘R&D of
India Innovation for
Global Impact,’ he said
ISRO has signed
Memoranda of
Understanding with com-
panies to work closely
which include hand hold-
ing in space technology
and building processes
from start to finish.

He said a significant
number of companies
have the potential to be-
come big players in the
space sector and ISRO is
playing the role of facili-
tator and helping in
building technologies. He
said out of 100 start-ups,
at least 10 of them are
working on developing
satellites and rockets.

Somanath announced
that Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion will be in orbit in a
few months adding that
ISRO is working closely
with NASA in space tech-
nology areas. He said the
computer that was used
in the rocket was made in
India.

In his presentation, he
said space tourism has
picked in the world with
start-ups evincing inter-
est in various applica-
tions which impact the
day-to-day activities.

According to him, ISRO
is playing an important
role in smart city projects
and smart manufactur-
ing processes.

New Delhi, Nov 17 (PTI):

The Navy on Thursday
said Exercise Sea Vigil-22,
a two-day coastal defence
exercise, was conducted
from November 15-16.

The conceptual and geo-
graphical expanse of Sea
Vigil included contingen-
cies ranging from peace to
war-time across the entire
coastline and EEZ of the
country. In addition, miti-
gation measures, on
shore, in case of any
breach in coastal security
mechanism were also vali-
dated, it said.

The exercise involved
participation of more
than 17 government agen-
cies from nine coastal
states and four Union
Territories that are in-
volved in the coastal de-
fence mechanism and
coastal security construct.

This edition of exercise
Sea Vigil saw the largest
participation from all
maritime security agen-
cies. More than 500 sur-
face assets from the
Indian Navy, Coast Guard,
states marine, coastal po-
lice, customs, forest de-
partment, port authorities

and private operators par-
ticipated in the exercise,
the Navy said.

The entire coastline was
kept under surveillance
by the Navy and Coast
Guard ships and aircraft.
Helicopters were also
pressed into service to re-
inforce special operations
personnel operating on-
board offshore platforms,
officials said.

“As ports form the nerve
centre of sea-borne trade,
security mechanism of
ports was also validated
during the exercise and
the crisis management
plans of all ports were as-
sessed for their effective-
ness to tackle emergen-
cies,” the Navy said.

The state police teams,
Indian Navy Marine
Commandos and com-
mandos from National
Security Guard were exer-
cised to tackle acts of mar-
itime terrorism, it added.

In keeping with the
Prime Minister’s vision of
giving impetus to NCC,
enthusiastic participation
by more than 800 NCC
cadets was witnessed all
across the coastal states
and UTs.

‘No external 
pressure to 
accelerate

development
of Covaxin’

HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Covid-19 vaccine
Covaxin maker Bharat Biotech
on Thursday said there was no
external pressure on the firm
to speed up its development.
In a press release, the vaccine
maker said with several hun-
dred million doses adminis-
tered worldwide, Covid-19
vaccine Covaxin has demon-
strated an excellent safety
record with minimal adverse
events and no vaccine associ-
ated cases detected for
myocarditis or thrombocy-
topenia.

Refuting some media
reports around the approvals
for Covaxin, the vaccine maker
said it condemns the “targeted
narrative” against the vaccine
put forth by a select few indi-
viduals and groups who have
no expertise in vaccines or
vaccinology, the firm said.

“There was no external
pressure to accelerate devel-
opment of Covaxin,” it said,
adding the pressure was all
internal to develop a safe and
effective vaccine for the
Covid-19 pandemic, to save
lives and livelihoods in India
and globally.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1177  ((PPTTII)):: The
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has called for
proposals under its Task Force
Program to boost collaborative,
multi-institutional and interdis-
ciplinary research initiatives to
examine the issue of stillbirths.
Stillbirths are a hidden tragedy

that impacts millions of women
and families across the world
on a daily basis, ICMR officials
said. The rate of stillbirth may
be one of the indicators of the
quality of a country’s medical
system. Stillbirths have multi-
factorial etiologies. Early iden-
tification of risk factors and

appropriate antenatal manage-
ment may reduce preventable
stillbirths and improve preg-
nancy outcomes, senior ICMR
scientist Dr Lokesh Sharma
said. The India Newborn Action
Plan (INAP) by the government
of India now plans to bring
down stillbirths to single digits

by 2030. There is a need for
research into the causes of still-
birth and effective prevention
and treatment of these causes,
the council said. The ICMR said
its expert group on stillbirths
has identified three key the-
matic areas to prioritise and
articulate research challenges.

ICMR calls for research proposals on stillbirths

‘100 start-ups have
registered with ISRO’

S Somanath

Navy conducts two-day
coastal defence exercise


