
SShhaahhddooll  ((MMPP)),,
NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday

underlined the need to
learn from tribals on the

conservation of forests
given the major challenges
being posed by issues like cli-
mate change and global
warming. The President was
addressing a ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas’ programme
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Shahdol district. The
Narendra Modi government
had last year declared
November 15 as ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas’ to mark the
birth anniversary of tribal
icon Birsa Munda and
remember the contribu-

tion of tribal freedom fighters.
“Today, issues of climate
change and global warming
have posed a major challenge
to the world. There is a need to
learn from the tribal lifestyle
and their determination for
conserving forests,” President
Murmu said while addressing
the event in Lalpur village.
The President recalled the
struggle of tribal society in
conserving and protecting for-
est areas during British rule
and added they have also sacri-
ficed their lives for this cause.
Murmu, who became the first
tribal President of the country
in July this year, said tribal
society gives equal importance
to human beings and vegeta-
tion. “In the tribal society,

groups are given importance
rather than individuals.
Cooperative (living) is pre-
ferred instead of competition
and equality over speciality,”
she said, adding the tribal soci-
ety has a better gender ratio
compared to other communi-
ties. The President recalled for-
mer Prime Minister (late) Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had constitut-
ed a separate ministry (for
tribals)- Janjatiya Karya
Mantralaya, which she said
played a major role in the
development of tribal areas in
the country. The President also
praised tribal communities for
their natural lifestyle, saying it
helped in protecting and con-
serving forests and also
nature’s wealth.

Mourn
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday
condoled the death
of veteran Telugu
film actor Krishna
and said his demise
is a colossal loss to
the world of cinema
and entertainment.
“Krishna Garu was a leg-
endary superstar, who won
hearts of people through
his versatile acting and
lively personality,” Modi
tweeted. 

Seize
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Foreign cur-
rency worth Rs 1.52 crore
was seized by Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
sleuths from three pas-
sengers at the Amritsar
and the Chandigarh air-
ports, official sources said
on Tuesday. At the
Amritsar international air-
port, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) Ludhiana zonal
unit’s team intercepted
two Dubai-bound passen-
gers, they said.

Suspended 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: Seven MBBS stu-
dents of a medical college in
Uttarakhand’s Srinagar have
been suspended for three
months for allegedly rag-
ging their juniors. The inci-
dent happened on
November 11 at the hostel
of Vir Chandra Singh
Garhwali Government
Institute of Medical Science
and Research.

Acquitted 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A Special
MP/MLA court here on
Tuesday acquitted UP
minister Kapil Dev
Aggarwal and seven other
BJP leaders in a 2012 case
related to the disruption
of train service during a
protest. Aggarwal and the
other accused - former
MLAs Ashok Kansal and
Umesh Malik, district BJP
president Vijay Shukla;
ex-district presidents
Pawan Trar and Yashpal
Pawar; Vabhav Tyagi and
Sunil Tayal - were present
in the court here when it
pronounced its verdict.

Mishap
BBhhiinndd  ((MMPP)):: A 55-year-old
woman died due to 
overcrowding at a temple
in Madhya Pradesh’s Bhind
district on Tuesday after-
noon, said a senior official.
The incident occurred at
Dadraua Hanuman Mandir, 
where a large number of
people had gathered to
hear sermons of a 
saint, Dhirendra 
Krishna Shastri.

ZONAL YOUTH FEST

Students perform ‘bhangra’ during Zonal Youth Festival at Guru Nanak Dev
University in Amritsar, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Children living in slum areas
participate in a candlelight
march organised to raise

awareness on child  rights
during the International
Child’s Right Week, in
Guwahati, Tuesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::  

People holding public
office should exercise
self restriction and not
blabber things which are
disparaging or insulting
to other countrymen,
the Supreme Court said
on Tuesday.

The top court said this
approach is part of our
constitutional culture
and there is no need for
it to formulate a code of
conduct for public func-
tionaries. A five-judge
Constitution bench
headed by Justice S A

Nazeer, which reserved its
verdict on whether restric-
tions can be imposed on a
public functionary’s right to
freedom of speech and
expression, said there is
always a civil remedy avail-
able to citizens on account of
a public functionary making a
speech that affects someone.

The court noted that irre-
spective of what Article 19(2)
may say, there is a constitu-
tional culture in the country
where there is an inherent lim-
itation or a restriction on what
people holding responsible
positions say. Article 19 (2)
relates to the powers of the

State to make laws imposing
reasonable restrictions on the
exercise of the right to free-
dom of speech and expression
in the interest of sovereignty
and integrity of the country,
public order, decency, morali-
ty etc. “It is inherent and there
is no need for this court to
give a code of conduct on that.
Any person holding a public
office or is public servant,
there is an unwritten rule and
it is part of constitutional cul-
ture that they impose a self
restriction and not blabber
things which are very dis-
paraging or insulting to our
other countrymen. “There is

something like a constitution-
al restriction or limitation
inherent in such persons. This
must be inculcated in our
political society and our civic
life,” Justice B V Nagarathna,
who was part of the five-judge
bench, observed orally.
Attorney General R
Venkataramani submitted
before the bench, also com-
prising Justices B R Gavai, A S
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian,

that any addition or modifi-
cation of restrictions to a fun-
damental right have to come
from Parliament as a matter of
constitutional principle.

Mehta said the issue is more
of an academic question, of
whether a writ can be filed cit-
ing Article 21 for action
against a particular state-
ment.

“It can before a regular
bench. It is because of two
judgements of the top court in
the case of Tehseen
Poonawala and Amish Devgan
where the apex court has laid
down detailed guidelines,”
Mehta said. Advocate
Kaleeswaram Raj, appearing
for the petitioner, submitted
the element of public func-
tionary is missing in the two
judgements of the apex court.
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Bali, Nov 15 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping shook hands
Tuesday at a side event at
the G20 Summit here, a
gesture sparking interest
because of the strained bi-
lateral relations over a
border clash two years
back. A live video feed for
the media from the wel-
come dinner hosted by
Indonesian President Joko
Widodo for G20 delegates
showed the brief exchange
between the two leaders.

There had been some
speculation over a possible
bilateral meeting between
the two leaders on the

margins of the Group of
20 Summit, which began
Tuesday. But the agenda
made known by both sides
so far does not mention
such a meeting.

Since the June 2020
Galwan Valley clash in
which 20 Indian soldiers
were killed there has been
no one-on-one meetings
between the two leaders.

India has been consis-
tently maintaining that
peace and tranquillity
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) are impor-
tant for the overall devel-
opment of bilateral ties.

In September, Prime
Minister Modi and
President Xi came face-to-
face at the annual summit

of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) in Uzbek city of
Samarkand for the first
time since the start of the
border standoff in eastern
Ladakh. No separate meet-
ing is believed to have
taken place between them
there, though it is pre-
sumed they would have ex-
changed pleasantries.

In Bali, the handshake
took place towards the end
of the dinner. The two
greeted each other as Xi
walked by. They shook
hands and the video
showed a brief relaxed
conversation, before the
camera moved elsewhere
and the transmission
ended.

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

With India likely to surpass
China as the most populous coun-
try in 2023, it should be seen as an
opportunity to become the re-
source creator for the world and
focus on ensuring equity as well
as caring for the aging populace,
experts said on Tuesday.

The world population touched
eight billion on Tuesday and
India was the largest contributor
to the milestone, having added 177
million people, the United
Nations said, noting its popula-
tion growth appears to be stabilis-
ing which shows that policies and
health systems are working.

For China, which added 73 mil-
lion people, the projection in its
contribution to the next billion in
the global population is to be in
the negative. The Population
Foundation of India (PFI) said the
milestone should not be seen as a
problem but as an opportunity for
India to plan better and provide a
healthy and happy life for people
across the world. “We must cele-
brate the day the world popula-
tion reaches eight billion,” it had
earlier said. According to the
United Nations’ World Population
Prospects-2022, released on July
11 (World Population Day), the
global population was projected
to reach eight billion on
November 15. The report also stat-
ed that the global population is
growing at its slowest rate since

1950, having fallen under one per
cent in 2020. “Given the fact that
India is projected to become the
most populous country in the
world in 2023, some sections have
been expressing fear that a high
population would be a problem
for governance. “However, this
milestone should be seen as an op-
portunity to plan better and pro-
vide a healthy and happy life for
all eight billion of us,” the PFI
said. PFI executive director
Poonam Muttreja said, “We know
that population growth is stabilis-
ing across the world. While it took
12 years for the world population
to grow from seven to eight bil-
lion, it will take approximately 15
years, until 2037, to reach nine bil-
lion, suggesting that population
growth is slowing down.”

“We should now focus on elimi-
nating the unmet need for contra-
ception so that women can decide
if they want to have children and
if yes, when, how many and at
what intervals,” she said. There
also must be a stop to creating a
false dichotomy between popula-
tion and limited resources,
Muttreja said. She said a skilled
population is a strength and “we
must see people as creators of re-
sources”. The obsession with
numbers needs to end and the
need is to start thinking of “our
population as people, in line with
the principles of equality and eq-
uity”, the PFI executive director
said.

Ambikapur, Nov 15 (PTI):

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Tuesday said
every person living in the
country is a ‘Hindu’ and
the DNA of all Indians is
the same, and asserted
there was no need for any-
one to change his way of
offering rituals.

Addressing an event of
Swayamsevaks (Sangh vol-
unteers) in Ambikapur,
the headquarters of
Chhattisgarh’s Surguja
district, he repeatedly
highlighted unity in diver-
sity as India’s age-old fea-
ture and said Hindutva is
the only idea in the world
that believes in taking
everyone along. “We have
been telling since 1925

(when RSS was founded)
that everyone living in
India is a Hindu. Those
who consider India as
their ‘matrubhoomi’
(mother land) and want to
live with a culture of unity
in diversity and make ef-
forts in this direction, irre-
spective of whatever reli-
gion, culture, language
and food habit and ideolo-
gy they follow, are

Hindus,” Bhagwat said. He
said the ideology of
Hindutva recognises diver-
sity and believes in unity
among people. “Hindutva
is the only idea in the en-
tire world that believes in
unifying diversities be-
cause it has carried such
diversities together in this
country for thousands of
years. This is the truth and
you have to speak it firmly.
On the basis of it we can be
united. The Sangh’s work
is to build individual and
national character and
bring unity among peo-
ple,” added the RSS leader.

He emphasized on re-
specting everyone’s faith
and asserted the DNA of
all Indians is the same and
they had common ances-
tors.

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday cleared the hur-
dle for the release of ac-
tivist Gautam Navlakha
from Navi Mumbai’s
Taloja prison, where he is
lodged in the Elgar
Parishad-Maoist link case,
by waiving the require-
ment of a solvency certifi-
cate for availing the bene-
fit of house arrest.

The top court had on
November 10 allowed
Navlakha to be placed
under house arrest owing
to his deteriorating health.

It had said that to avail
the facility of house ar-
rest, Navlakha will pro-
vide local surety of Rs 2
lakh by November 14.

A bench of Justices K M
Joseph and Hrishikesh
Roy was on Tuesday in-
formed by senior advocate
Nitya Ramakrishnan and
advocate Shadan Farasat,
appearing for Navlakha, it
will take a minimum of
six weeks to secure solven-
cy certificate in respect of
surety to be provided as a
precondition for house ar-
rest of the activist.

“Considering the sub-
mission and the circum-
stances, we deem it appro-
priate to waive the re-
quirement of a solvency
certificate for the petition-
er (Navlakha) to avail the

benefit of our order dated
November 10, 2022. It is or-
dered accordingly,” the
bench said.

It said since other ade-
quate security proofs such
as passport, Aadhaar card
and Permanent Account
Number (PAN) card have
been provided, the trial
court should not insist on
a ration card as an addi-
tional proof of identity for
the benefit of the apex
court’s order to take effect.

“It is so ordered,” the
bench said.

Noting the activist has
been in custody since
April 14, 2020 and prima
facie there is no reason to
reject his medical report,
the apex court had on
November 10 said
Navlakha does not have
any criminal background
except for this case and
even the Government of
India had appointed him
as an interlocutor to hold
talks with Maoists.

Putting a number of
conditions, including a de-
posit of Rs 2.4 lakh as ex-
penses towards providing
him security, the top court
had said the order to place
the 70-year-old activist
under house arrest for a
month in Mumbai should
be implemented within 48
hours.

“It is not in dispute that
apart from this case, the

SC clears hurdle for activist
Navlakha’s house arrest

EXPERTS ON POPULATION

‘Must be seen as 
opportunity for India’

Everyone living in India is ‘Hindu’: Bhagwat

Modi, Chinese Prez Xi shake hands 
At side event at G20 Summit

‘Need to learn about forest 

conservation from tribals’

Jacqueline
gets bail

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court on
Tuesday granted regular bail to
actor Jacqueline Fernandez in a
Rs 200 crore money laundering
case involving conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar, saying the fact
that the accused was not arrest-
ed during the investigation
makes it a case for grant of bail.
Special Judge Shailendra Malik
granted the relief on the condi-
tion that the accused will not
leave the country without the
court’s prior permission, and
directed her to join the investi-
gation as and when asked by the
ED. “However without express-
ing much on the merits of the
matter which of course would
be decided during the trial, it is
yet to be examined if there was
a knowledge, intention or con-
nection of applicant in taking
those gifts and of proceeds of
crime in this case. 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1155:: 'Fun Carnival' a day
marking childhood, was celebrat-
ed in DAV Public School, Hudco, on
November 14, 2022 to pay tribute
and commemorate the birth an-
niversary of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, independent India's first
Prime Minister as he once said "I
may not have time for adults, but I
have enough time for children." 

To celebrate the occasion a spe-
cial assembly was organised by
the senior wing where beautiful
cultural programs like poems
(English and Hindi), skit, dance,
songs were performed by the chil-
dren describing the beauty of
childhood which was followed by
speech to highlight the impor-
tance of the day about Pandit
Nehru's dreams and expectations
from the children. 

The power packed performanc-
es by the children set the stage on
fire. Addressing the children,
Principal Prashant Kumar blessed
the children and encouraged them

to work diligently and enjoy their
childhood which is a transient
phase to the optimum. He added
that childhood is the most inno-
cent and pious phase of life where
we express our feelings and emo-
tions without any obstacles or bar-
rier whereas as we grow up we be-
come articulate and egoistic to ex-
press ourselves. 

He also said that every adult
has a child within himself and
stressed that keeping this attitude
of childhood in mind we can solve
most of the complications in an ef-
fortless manner. The fun filled pro-
gram continued after the assem-
bly also where children showcased

their hidden talents by means
of various activities in Talent
Hunt such as Flower arrange-
ment, Salad decoration,
Origami, Best out of waste,
Fireless cooking. 

The Pre primary and pri-
mary wing celebrated the
day with lots of fun and frolic
enjoying their day with danc-
ing, playing, singing by the

teachers as well as by the children.
Magic show was performed by the
teachers following this quiz, draw-
ing, origami, flower decoration etc
were also organised. 

The highlight of the event was
the community lunch which gave
the kids the importance of sharing.
They were all dressed up in fancy
and colourful dresses defining
their virtual, colourful and beauti-
ful world. The day ended in a
beautiful resonance lingering in
everybody's minds. The entire pro-
gramme was applauded by every-
one and will always remain etched
in the memory of one and all.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1155:: "World Diabetes
Day" is a global awareness cam-
paign focusing on diabetes melli-
tus and is held on November 14
every year. At present prevalence
rate in India is 8%. That means one
in every twelve Indian is having di-
abetes or pre-diabetes. 'World
Diabetes Day' provides an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness of dia-
betes as a global public health
issue and what needs to be done,
collectively and individually, for
better prevention, diagnosis and
management of the conditions.

On the occasion of World
Diabetes Day, programme was or-
ganised in JLN Hospital & RC, to
create awareness about the pre-
ventive aspects of diabetes melli-
tus and also ways to effectively
manage diabetes mellitus by fol-
lowing regular treatment. The
programme was designed to edu-
cate general public about the im-
portance of Diet, Exercise and

Drugs in prevention and manage-
ment of diabetes.

Anirban Dasgupta, Director In-
charge Bhilai Steel Plant inaugu-
rated the day-long activities in
JLNHH&RC, Sector 9, Bhilai on
November 14, 2022. A Walkathon
was organised in the premises of
Sector 9 Hospital to create aware-
ness about physical exercise. The
Senior management of BSP and
staff of JLNH&RC participated in
the walkathon. 

The Director In-charge also in-

augurated an exhibition consist-
ing of Poster display highlighting
the theme of the World Diabetes
Day, which is "Education to pro-
tect tomorrow". The posters were
developed by the Nursing
Students and Hospital Staff. A
display of various conventional
healthy food items was done by
the Dietetic Section of hospital to
impart knowledge about balanced
diet and also the diet that a per-
son having diabetes mellitus can
partake to maintain a control over

diabetes. 
A quiz session was conducted

by Dr Pramod Binayake (CMO)
and the enthusiastic public active-
ly participated in the question an-
swer session. Students from PG
Collage of Nursing highlighted the
importance of testing, drugs and
regular treatment to have a
healthy life with diabetes through
presentation of a skit. An aware-
ness programme was also organ-
ised in the National Occupational
Health Service Centre (NOHSC)

and Main Medical Post inside the
Bhilai Steel Plant to highlight the
preventive and curative aspect of
diabetes mellitus.  

The occasion was graced by
the Higher management of BSP
viz, Anjani Kumar (ED-Works),
Tapan Suthradhar (ED-Mines),
MM Gadre (ED P&A), Dr Ashok
Panda (ED F&A), AK Charavorthy
(ED MM) and Dr Ravindranath M,
to show solidarity and support to
the efforts of the Medical
Department  for spreading the
message and imparting knowl-
edge about diabetes mellitus.   

The General Medicine
Department led by Dr Pramod
Binayake and Dr Sourav
Mukherjee organised the event
successfully. Senior Doctors &
Officers of the Medical
Department, Nursing Staff,
Technicians, DNB Doctors,
Officers of L&A and Personnel
Department actively participated
on the occasion. 

DAV Public School Hudco celebrates Children’s Day 

Waqf Board land claim rumours trigger public panic
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: A large
number of citizens
reached the Tehsil Office,
Registrar's Office and
District Collectorate after
receiving information that
the Waqf Board has
claimed almost half of the
land in Durg city. This
issue remained the hot
topic of discussion across
the city on Tuesday and
people were seen checking
the social media messages
on their mobile phones.

Later it was discovered
that it was a fake message.
The district administra-
tion has clarified that the
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board has submitted an

application seeking trans-
fer of ownership in their
favour of some plots in
Durg City.

Some Hindutva organi-
sations and BJP party
workers have also come
forward in protest. A dele-
gation of Bharatiya
Janata Party also submit-
ted a memorandum regis-
tering their objection for
allotment of land for a
mosque in Durg.

Upper Collector
Padmini Bhoi informed
that the administration
has taken no action on
land transfer in respect of
Waqf Board's transfer ap-
plication. Padmini Bhoi
further informed that
Khasra No 21/2, 21/3, 29/2,

146/4, 109 are registered as
private property.

An application has been
made by the Chief
Executive Officer,
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board Raipur for the
transfer of the said plots
in the name of
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board Raipur. Presently
no land transfer action has
been taken on the applica-
tion submitted by the
Waqf Board.

Action will be taken on
the said application only
after examination as per
rules. The district admin-
istration has appealed to
the citizens to stay away
from misleading informa-
tion.

In another develop-
ment, MP Vijay Baghel
has made a strong objec-
tion to allotting a plot for
the mosque in Durg city.

He demanded that the en-
tire process should be can-
celled immediately. The lo-
cals have raised objections
over allotment of land in

Patwari Halka Number 24
of Durg (city / rural).
After receiving com-
plaints from the locals,
Durg Lok Sabha MP Vijay
Baghel has also raised
strong objections.

He wrote a letter to the
District Collector Durg in
this matter and demanded
that the district adminis-
tration should take a deci-
sion in this matter keep-
ing in mind the senti-
ments of the local citizens.
There should be no at-
tempt to suppress the
voice of the people. A dele-
gation of BJP submitted
this application at the of-
fice of District Collector.

In the letter, MP Vijay
Baghel has said that the

process of allotting land
for Majisd is being carried
forward despite strong ob-
jections from the local res-
idents. Due to this, dissat-
isfaction and anger is in-
creasing among the peo-
ple. It is alleged that at-
tempts to grab private

land of other communi-
ties are being made. Such
activity is against the sen-
timents of the people. He
asked the district adminis-
tration to respect the sen-
timents of the residents
and cancel the proceed-
ings immediately.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: CSVTU
Bhilai has taken a new ini-
tiative of offering Double
Degree to the BTech
Students in collaboration
with JNTU Hyderabad,
the Oldest Technical
University of the country.
A collaborative meeting
was held between dele-
gates of JNTU Hydrabad
and CSVTU Bhilai on
November 14, 2022.

This initiative was
taken by Vice Chancellors
of both universities after
UGC released its new reg-
ulations in April 2022, that
students will be able to en-
roll into two regular
Degree programs simulta-
neously. This is also the
recommendation in the
new education policy 2020.

JNTU in collaboration
with CSVTU is going to
offer BBA (Data Analytic)
along with BTech
Programs of all engineer-
ing disciplines. This will

offer a great advantage to
BTech students to learn
management along with
engineering. This will
offer better employability
opportunities to the stu-
dents. CSVTU students
who enroll in this pro-
gram will be able to get
their BBA (Data Analytic)
from JNTU.

The Double Degree
course is proposed to be of-
fered via Hybrid Mode
(70% Online by JNTU

Hyderabad and 30% of-
fline by CSVTU Bhilai). In
addition, there will be fur-
ther option for credit
transfer of subjects al-
ready studying during
BTech. The students of en-
gineering can enrol for
BBA in any sem from 1st
year to 3rd year.

In this meeting, from
CSVTU; Dr MK Verma
(VC), Dr PK Ghosh
(Director, UTD), Dr RN
Patel Prof, Dr Deepti

Verma Academic I/ c and
from JNTU Hyderabad; Dr
KN Reddy (VC), Dr
Mansoor Ahmed
(Registrar), Dr Sindhu
(Director Management
Studies), Dr Madhvi (
Director Academic
Planning), Dr Krishna
Mohan Roy (Director
Online Learning) ex-
pressed their views and
expert opinions and
chalked out road map for
its implementation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
performed bhoomi pujan
for the construction of
Congress Bhavan (Rajiv
Bhavan) at Radhika Nagar
in Supela on Monday. While
addressing the gathering,
Baghel said that a long
struggle is behind the for-
mation of a separate
Congress Committee for
Bhilai and giving it a status
of District Congress
Committee.

Now the Bhilai District
Congress Committee will
be having its own office in
Radhika. The Congmen
have been experiencing the
need for a Party Office in
Bhilai. Considering their
expectations, the party of-
fice building will be con-
structed at Radhika Nagar.
Remembering Pt

Jawaharlal Nehru on his
birth anniversary, Baghel
said that Nehru Ji had
great attachment with
Bhilai. It was due to him
that Bhilai was developed
as an industrial city and
Bhilai Steel Plant was es-
tablished here. Now this
city is known as Mini India
as the people of all religions
and regions live here with
harmony and brotherhood.
Baghel further asserted
that Mahatma Gandhi and

Pt Jawaharlal were the two
main personalities under
whose leadership the coun-
try became independent.
Unfortunately, the opposi-
tion party is raising ques-
tions on these great leaders.
He suggested the youth to
stay away from fake infor-
mation being spread on so-
cial media. He asserted
that it was Pt Nehru who
fought against religionism
even after independence.
Baghel alleged that BJP

does not have its own ideol-
ogy but has copied it from
other political parties. He
called upon the people to
unite and fight against un-
employment and inflation.

Bhilai DCC President
Mukesh Chandrakar deliv-
ered the welcome address.
MLA Devendra Yadav as-
sured that the DCC Office
Building will be construct-
ed soon and the next elec-
tion will be contested from
Rajiv Bhavan in Bhilai.
PCC President Mohan
Markam, District's
Guardian Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Mayor
Neeraj Pal, MLA Devendra
Yadav, State General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu,
District President Mukesh
Chandrakar, all Congress
councilors, MIC members,
block presidents, booth in-
charge and all office bear-
ers were present.

BNS organises annual
school exhibition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: Bhilai
Nair Samajam English
Medium Higher Secondary
School organised an annu-
al school exhibition the
other day. CGM (Township,
BSP) Nandalwar graced the
function as chief guest. R
Shailesh Kumar welcomed
the chief guest in the
school. Chief Guest inau-
gurated the exhibition.

The students from
Nursery to Class 12th had
decorated the class rooms
in an attractive manner
and had displayed their
projects and models. The
students displayed their tal-

ent by making various
models and items under the
guidance of teachers. They
had displayed cartoon char-
acters, arts and handi-
crafts, yoga, sports, differ-
ent festivals, commerce,
science, items made of cot-
ton, items made of jute,
ISRO, etc. The chief guest
took a tour of the exhibi-
tion and appreciated the
students for making attrac-
tive and informative mod-
els and items.

The School Principal
stated that the students
have displayed their imagi-
nation and thoughts
through models. These
models display the artists,

scientists and intellectuals
hidden within the students.
President EKS Nair and
General Secretary EKS
Pillai presented memento
and shawl to the chief
guest. Parents and school
managing committee mem-
bers S Prabhakaran Nair
(Vice President, Samajam),
Subhash Chandran (Vice
President, College), A
Pradeep Kumar Nair
(Secretary, Education),
Unnikrishnan (Treasurer,
Samajam), Janeesh Pillai
(Treasurer, School), Vice
President, Parents and
school staff were present.
The programme ended
with the national anthem.

CM appreciates Bhilai Olympics
for holding 38 sports events 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: On
Monday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel appreci-
ated the organisers of
Bhilai Olympics for suc-
cessfully organising 38 dif-
ferent sports events. He
said that only 14 sports
were organised under
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
but here in Bhilai, 38 dif-
ferent sports have been or-
ganised.

He was addressing the
concluding function of
Bhilai Olympics at
Khursipar. On the birth

anniversary of Pandit
Nehru, flower petals were
showered on his large por-
trait with a remote con-
trolled device.

Baghel said that Pt
Nehru used to say that
Bhilai is the future of
India. Today, on his birth-
day, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel visited
Bhilai and attended the
conclusion function of
Bhilai Olympics. He
watched boxing and judo
performances. The Chief
Minister gave away the
prizes to the winning play-
ers.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that this is an
important day for all of us.
"We organized the
Chhattisgarhi Olympics in
the state. 70 years old
women not only partici-
pated in the competition
but also emerged winners.
People were forgetting our
traditional games in the
era of mobile and tv. The
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
sparked a new energy
among them. We have or-
ganized only 14 games but
Bhilai did an appreciable
task by organising 38
sports events", he said.

Guardian Minister of
the district, Mohammad
Akbar said that the grand
prize distribution function
has filled the entire city
with enthusiasm. In his
address, Bhilai MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
Bhilai is known for educa-
tion and sports.

"When the Chief
Minister started
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
we also got inspired and
organized this competi-
tion. The society of Bhilai
is diverse and happening.
We live in unity with di-
versity", he said.

Mayor Neeraj Pal said
that about 5500 sports per-
sons participated in the
Bhilai Olympics with
great enthusiasm. The
city is progressing rapidly
under the guidance of the
Chief Minister.

An album related to the
memories of Pandit
Nehru was also released
on this occasion. Along
with this, a documentary
related to Nehru in Bhilai
was also released. The
Chief Minister showered
flowers on Pandit Nehru's
portrait by pressing the
button from the remote
control.

BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas proposed the
vote of thanks. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, Collector
Pushpendra Meena and
other officers were pres-
ent. Bhilai Charoda
Mayor Nirmal Kosre, DCC
Bank President Rajendra
Sahu, Bhilai DCC
President Mukesh
Chandrakar and other
dignitaries were present.
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CM performs bhoomi pujan for
Congress Bhavan in Supela

CSVTU offering double degree to BTech students 

BRM creates new daily production record
Bhilai, Nov 15: A new daily production record was created in

SAIL BSP's Bar and Rod Mill on November 14, 2022 by produc-
ing 2388 T in 10 mm TMT m bars surpassing the previous
record of 2316 T in 10 mm TMT bars made on July 5, 2022. The
record has been created by BRM under the leadership of
Mukesh Gupta, CGM (BRM). Anirban Dasgupta, Director In
charge (BSP) congratulated the BRM collective and associated
departments for this achievement. He further stated that he
has faith in BRM that its team will achieve its target for the year
and create new records with collective efforts.

Celebration of World Diabetes Day at JLNH & RC 
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Businesspersons from across the
world throng Ch’garh pavilion 

Raipur, Nov 15: As the
India International Trade
fair enters its second day,
Chhattisgarh Pavilion in
Pragati Maidan is witness-
ing a surge in footfall of
businesspersons and exec-
utives.

Through two live
demonstration stalls of
Godna painting and Bell
metal craft of
Chhattisgarh set up at the
pavilion, the craftsmen are
getting an opportunity to

showcase their talent and
attract the traders.

Chhattisgarh Industries
department Special
Secretary Him Shikhar
Gupta, IAS visited the
Pavilion and inspected the
stalls. He appreciated the

efforts made by the crafts-
men and encouraged
them. The Trade Fair will
be open to the general pub-
lic on November 19. At
present it is only open for
Business to Business
Trade.

ATAL FDP on ‘AI and Data Science-based
Emerging Trends in Earth Science’ held

Raipur, Nov 15: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s
Department of Computer
Science and Technology
(CSE) and Department of
Information Technology
(IT) is organizing an
ATAL FDP on Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science with A.I.C.T.E.
for 2 weeks from 7th
November to 18th
November 2022.

The FDP took place in
virtual mode from 7th to
12th November 2022 and
its offline inauguration
took place on 14th
November 2022 at NIT
Raipur. The program
started with Dr. S Ghosh
welcoming and giving his
valuable suggestions to
all the participants about
the FDP. Dr RK Tripathi,
HoD, IT then elaborated
on the subject and con-

gratulated all the coordi-
nators for successful or-
ganization of the pro-
gram.

Dr. Rajeev Chaudhary
started the sessions on
second week with his ses-
sion on Life and Stress
Management which was
followed by a field visit in
JK Laxmi Cement with
Sambhu Pal, Deputy
Manager, JK Lakshmi
Cement explaining the
working and operation of
the mines, which were es-
tablished under the vi-
sion of BL Bhati, Senior
GM, Mines Dr DC
Jhariya, Assistant
Professor, Applied
Geology was present in
the program.

Retired IFS Chaturvedi appointed
Bio-diversity Board Chairman

Raipur, Nov 15: Retired
Indian Forest Services
(IFS) Officer Rakesh
Chaturvedi has been ap-
pointed as the Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Bio-di-
versity Board. State
Government on Tuesday
issued order in this re-
gard. According to the
order issued, the tenure
of former PCCF Rakesh
Chaturvedi will be for
three years as Chairman
of Bio-diversity Board.

Chaturvedi was among
few officers close to the
present Congress gov-
ernment and his appoint-
ment is on expected time.

Apart from him, few
more appointments of
retired bureaucrats are
on cards in next few days
as few positions in
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commission have fallen
vacant recently whereas
few posts in Real Estate
Regulatory Commission

(RERA) would be vacant
soon.

State government is
considering the close as-
sociates to get nominated
to key posts. Apart from
the nominations, the
state government is like-
ly to go for administra-
tive reshuffle in next few
days. Two-three District
Collectors too would get
axe in the reshuffle apart
from key posting to few
senior IAS Officers.

Justice shall be provided to consumers as soon as possible: Justice Gautam Chauradia

Raipur, Nov 15: The State
Level Consumer
Assistance and
Counseling Center was in-
augurated at the commis-
sion’s office in the capital’s
Pandri area under the
joint aegis of the
Chhattisgarh State
Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission
and the State Legal
Authority. Pavarti Sahu, a
member of the local pub-
lic, officially opened the fa-

cility in the presence of
Topshwar Verma, secre-
tary of the food depart-
ment and Justice Shri
Gautam Chouradia, the
commission’s chairman.
With the help of Justice
Gautam Bhaduri,
Chairman of the State
Legal Services Authority,
this state’s first coun-
selling center was estab-
lished.

On this occasion,
Justice Chauradia stated
that through this center,
customers will be able to
receive appropriate assis-
tance and advice. The sem-
inar was organized on the
issue of awareness and

promotion of consumer
interests. He said that con-
sumer rules and processes
needed should be made
simpler. Our goal is for a
consumer to receive jus-
tice in a fair amount of
time. Chauradia said that
the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court stated that
it is our responsibility to
help the common people.
Remember that any organ-
izations that are connected
to us shouldn’t cause any
trouble. In order for regu-
lar citizens to receive as-
sistance and justice, there
should be a spirit of serv-
ice in our work. With the
assistance of the govern-

ment, he said that at-
tempts are being made to
fill such positions as soon
as possible at the state and
district levels.

Topeshwar Verma, the
secretary of the Food
Department, told that ef-
forts are being made to fill
all of the resources in ac-
cordance with the
Consumer Commission’s
requirements. He said that
a corpus fund is being es-
tablished, to which the
central and state govern-
ments will both contribute
equally. This sum’s inter-
est earnings will go to-
ward a program to raise
knowledge of consumer
law. The Chhattisgarh
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission’s
Registrar, Udayalakshmi
Singh Parmar, stated that
through this center, com-
mon customers will re-
ceive free advice on con-
sumer-related issues.
Additionally, the center
will provide aid to any cus-
tomer who needs an advo-
cate but is in some manner

unable to pay the charge.
Sushri Parmar stated

that average consumers
will now be able to resolve
their disputes through me-
diators instead of the
courts. Retired judges, ju-
rists, and members of so-
cial organizations com-
pensate these mediation
groups. The program in-
cluded a brochure pertain-
ing to the consumer
awareness campaign. On
this occasion, the All India
Grahak Panchayat
Ravikant Jaiswal,
National Executive
Member, Chief Justice of
Family Court Hemant
Shroff, Special Judge Mr.
Harendra Singh Tekam,
Secretary of District Legal
Authority Praveen
Mishra, Vice President of
District Bar Council Mr.
Saurabh Shukla, Former
Secretary of Advocates
Association Hitendra
Tiwari, and Vice President
of Chhattisgarh Province
Dr. Shobha Pandit along
with other dignitaries
were also present.

BJP fields ex-MLA Bramhanand Netam
for Bhanupratappur bypoll

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 15: The oppo-
sition BJP on Tuesday an-
nounced Bramhanand
Netam as its candidate for
the December 5 bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in
Chhattisgarh which fell
vacant after the death of
sitting Congress MLA and
state Assembly’s Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi.

The BJP’s central elec-
tion committee has ap-
proved the candidature of
Netam, a former party leg-

islator, for the
Bhanupratappur byelec-
tion, state party chief
Arun Sao said.

“We are confident that
we will be blessed with vic-

tory by the people of
Bhanupratappur,” Sao
said exuding confidence of
winning the bypoll.

Netam (49) had repre-
sented Bhanupratappur
seat, reserved for the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) can-
didates, in Kanker district
of Maoist-hit Bastar divi-
sion, as legislator from
2008 to 2013.

The last day of filing the
nominations for the bypoll
is November 17.

Polling will be held on
December 5 and votes will
be counted on December 8.

Mandavi (58), who rep-

resented Bhanupratappur
seat three times, died on
October 16 following a
heart attack. He was first
elected as a legislator in
1998 in the then undivided
Madhya Pradesh.

It is understood that
Bramhanand Netam re-
ceived preference from the
central leadership on the
basis of the inputs re-
ceived about his contact
with people at ground
level. Netam is likely to file
his nomination papers for
the elections on November
16 in presence of senior
leaders of the party.

‘People from fringes of society are my subjects’

Raipur, Nov 15: “My sub-
jects have always been peo-
ple from the fringes of soci-
ety” said writer Nidhi
Dugar Kundalia author of
White as Milk and Rice,
during The Write Circle
event held by The Ehsaas
Women of Raipur .

The welcome note was
given by, Gaurav Girija
Shukla, Founder Abhikalp
Foundation and associate
Prabha Khaitan
Foundation. Shrishti
Trivedi, lawyer turned en-
trepreneur and founder of
Project Getout a local com-
munity venture and a fel-
low Ehsaas Woman was the
moderator for the evening.

Nidhi Dugar Kundalia
has written two best selling
titles, The Lost Generation :
Chronicling India’s Dying
Professions and White as
Milk and Rice. She is a jour-
nalist based in Kolkatta and
writes extensively on socie-
ty its sub-cultures and vari-
ous other subjects within

this whole.
The book has six chap-

ters each dedicated to six of
the most original tribes of
India namely; the Marias,
the Halakkis, the
Kurumbas, the Khasis, the
Konyaks and the Kanjars
and their continual emo-

tional, physical and materi-
al struggles with the world
as it is today.

Elaborating on the title
Nidhi explained that while
some of these tribals are
shunned for sinister reputa-
tions, they are sought after
for their profound knowl-

edge and healing powers so
they often try to introduce
themselves on a lighter note
such as “alu kudumbu”
meaning like milk and “ha-
lakki” meaning white like
rice. Nidhi told the audience
how mind altering yet hum-
bling it is to visit and inter-

act with these tribes for
even a short period of time.
They practice slow living,
their movements are never
wasted and are always part
of something they have
learnt for generations.
Their lifestyle contrary to
popular belief is in fact
highly conducive to to a
healthy and disease free life.
However it’s unfortunate
that we try to destroy their
habitat and drag them to
live as we do in the outside
world.

Her experience in the
writing of this book has
been extraordinary says
Nidhi, and being a woman
was more an advantage for
her as most of her subjects
often spoke freely around
her, underestimating her
ability to use what was said
in her presence effectively.
Thereby allowing her to
compile information that
would’ve otherwise been dif-
ficult to procure. Having
dedicated a chapter to the
Marias of Bastar, Nidhi was
delighted to find a few mem-
bers of the audience who
had previously worked in
those areas or written about
the Marias, making the
writer-audience interaction
that much more interesting.

MESSAGE THRU RANGOLI

Students created variety of drawing on World AIDS Day, spreading about its awareness through ‘Rangoli drawing’
and poster- making here on Tuesday.

Inaugurates a
state-level con-
sumer counselling
and help center

Parvati Sahu, a reg-
ular customer, offi-
cially opens the
center

General public will
receive free advice
and consultations
on consumer-relat-
ed issues.

On the second day
of IITF

Special Secretary
Industries depart-
ment inspects stall

IIM, Raipur organizes a panel discussion 

Raipur, Nov 15: IlM
Raipur organized a panel
discussion on Nov. 13,
2022 for ePGP (Executive
Post Graduate
Programme) 2021-23
Batch. Satyendra Sahai,
Chief General Manager,
Indian Oil was the guest
of honor for the inaugu-

ral event on November
13, 2022. Prof. Dhananjay
Bapat, Chairperson,
ePGP, IIM Raipur, intro-
duced the theme. Prof.
Kamal Jain, Dean
(Academics), delivered
the welcome address.

Sumit, Nulearn shared
his experience with PGP
programme. The
Esteemed Panelists on
the theme “Hybrid Work
Structure” included:
Niharika Rai, Group HR
Head, Thermax Limited,
Satyendra Sahai. Chief
General Manager & Head

of Marketing
C o o r d i n a t i o n
Department, Indian Oil,
Ajay Goel- Managing
Director at Nagarro, Anil
Santhapuri, Director of
Skills Solutions, FIS.
Prof. Ritu Gupta, Faculty,
IIM Raipur moderated
the panel discussion.
Prof. Daniel Inbaraj,
Faculty, IIM Raipur, de-
livered the vote of
thanks. This panel dis-
cussion was organized by
the students of EPGP
Batch 1 2021-23 of IIM
Raipur.

Newly appointed directors of Apex Bank took charge
Raipur, Nov 15: Four
newly appointed directors
of Apex Bank by
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Dwarka
Sahu (Rewa-Arang),
Shankar Sodhi
(Kondagaon), Ajay Basal
(Ambikapur) and  Rakesh
Singh Thakur
(Dhaurabhatha-Patan)
took charge at Apex Bank
Headquarters located in
Nava Raipur. took over. On
this occasion, Chairman of
Apex Bank Mr. Baijnath
Chandrakar congratulated
and best wishes to all the
newly appointed directors.
It is worth mentioning that
four directors have been
appointed by the
Chhattisgarh government
to smoothly conduct the
activities of the

Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Bank (Apex
Bank) and exercise the
powers of the Board of
Directors. Addressing the
function, Baijnath
Chandrakar said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has more faith in

cooperatives. The policies
of the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment are focused on
the interests of the farm-
ers. The cooperative banks
of the state are fulfilling
the agricultural needs of
the farmers like interest
free agricultural loans, fer-

tilizers, seeds with full effi-
ciency. Important work
like purchase of paddy on
support price, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
and Go-Dhan Nyay Yojana,
purchase of forest produce
on support price, transfer
of amount directly to the
accounts of farmers and
beneficiaries are being
done through cooperative
banks and cooperative so-
cieties. He said that
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-
ment is continuously
working in the interest of
farmers, agricultural and
landless labourers, women
and tribals. The farmer of
Chhattisgarh is happy
today, full credit goes to the
Chief Minister of the
state. The President of
Apex Bank, the newly ap-

pointed directors and the
Presidents of District
Cooperative Central Banks
unanimously expressed
their gratitude to the
farmer friendly Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel. The
Chairman of District Co-
operative Central Banks,
Ramdev Ram Ambikapur,
Jagdalpur, Shankar
Dhruva, Raipur, Pankaj
Sharma, Bilaspur, Pramod
Nayak, Durg President,
Rajendra Sahu, Managing
Director Apex Bank, K.N.
Kande, DGM Mr Bhupesh
Chandravanshi, OSD Mr
Avinash Srivastava, Apex
Bank officials and a large
number of public repre-
sentatives, officers and em-
ployees of the cooperative
sector were present.

On ‘Hybrid Work
Structure’ as part of
campus immersion

Says writer Nidhi
Duggar Kundalia
and Author of
‘White as Milk 
and Rice

Seminar for career selection in avaition for girl students held 

Raipur, Nov 15: There are
many opportunities avail-
able in the field of aviation,
girl students can choose
their career in this field.
Career Counseling and
Placement Cell and I.Q.A.C.
organised a seminar  for ca-
reer selection and guidance
to girl students in the field
of Aviation at Government
DB Girls College, Raipur.
The speaker of
International Institute of

Aviation informed the girl
students about employ-
ment prospects, personali-
ty development, communi-
cation skills and ground
jobs, technical jobs and
other opportunities in avia-
tion. He also talked about
the difficulties in selection
in this field. He explained

about all the airlines in de-
tail. The students enthusi-
astically asked questions
and raised their doubts. In
the seminar, Radha Yadav,
Subhash Chaure and
Saurabh Dubey informed
about the various courses
conducted in their institute
and inforemed the  stu-

dents about B.A. in Travel
and Tourism, B.Com. in
Logistics and Cargo, B.B.A.
along with Aviation, educa-
tion and training of Cabin
Crew along with Airport
Ground Management,
Diploma in Travel Tourism
and Hospitality as well as
Advanced Diploma in
Airlines. Dr. Kiran Gajpal,
Principal of Government
DB Girls College, said in
the seminar that giving in-
formation about aviation
industry to girl students
also increases their com-
mercial industry value,
which will help girl stu-
dents to make a career in
the coming times.

Protection of children is everyone’s moral responsibility: Netam
Raipur, Nov 15: On the oc-
casion of National
Children’s Day, under the
joint aegis of Chhattisgarh
Police and UNICEF, a state
level seminar on child
rights was organised on
Monday. Mrs. Tejkunwar
Netam, Chairperson,
Chhattisgarh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission was present as
the chief guest in the pro-
gramme. Addressing the
participants from all over
the state, he said that it is
necessary to remove the
fear of the police from the
minds of the children and
while registering FIRs for
child abuse, harassment,
sexual harassment cases, he
insisted on investigating
these cases quickly and seri-
ously. Along with this, he
said that the responsibility
of protecting the rights of
children is not only the

moral responsibility of
their parents and society
but also of all government
and non-government organ-
isations working in this di-
rection.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Additional
Director General of Police,
Mr. Pradeep Gupta said that
under the guidance of
Director General of Police
Mr. Ashok Juneja, the police
department is continuously
doing welfare work in the
direction of safety and pro-
tection of women, children,
old and helpless people. In

today’s changing environ-
ment, new challenges are
emerging for the police and
the face of the police should
not be intimidating in the
minds of the children.
Education, health and nu-
trition are essential for the
development of children.
Nowadays children have
started spending most of
the time in social media.
Therefore, it is necessary to
explain the safe use of so-
cial media among children
through awareness pro-
grams. Special guest of the
program, Chhattisgarh

UNICEF Chief Mr. Job
Zakaria said in his address
that children are neither an
expense nor a burden on
anyone, rather they are the
country’s investment,
which further strengthens
the country economically
and socially. Also, referring
to the child friendly police
station operating in the
state of Chhattisgarh, said
that Chhattisgarh is such a
state in the country, where
the child friendly police sta-
tion is not operated in
paper but physically.
Children should be attract-
ed towards the police when
the station in-charge visits
the villages from time to
time and the fear of the po-
lice can be reduced in their
minds. Inspector General of
Police, CID, Sushil
Chandra Dwivedi said that
since the formation of the
state, the Chhattisgarh

Police has been working
with sensitivity towards
child protection and there
was a big change in the year
2016, when in collaboration
with UNICEF, the Police
Headquarters started a
child protection program. A
rights cell was formed and
since then the police de-
partment’s partnership
with UNICEF on child
rights protection continues
unabated. Inspector
General of Police CID Dr.
Sajeev Shukla expressed
gratitude to the guests who
attended the programme.
On this occasion, Deputy
Inspector General of Police
Mrs. Milna Kurre,
Assistant Inspector
General of Police, Mr. Y.P.
Singh, Mrs. Pooja Agarwal,
Mr. U.B.S. Chauhan, Ms.
Gitanjali from UNICEF and
other police officers and
employees were present.

AVM, Surguja provides 410 students with tablets

SSuurrgguujjaa,,  NNoovv  1155::  Adani Vidya
Mandir (AVM), run by the
Adani Foundation in Surguja,
has taken a significant step
towards giving tribal students
a modern learning experience
by providing them with cus-
tomised tablets as per their
grades. All 410 students in
classes 4 to 10 will each have
their own tablet allowing them
to access self-paced learning
even after school hours on a
customised tablet even with-
out Internet connection.

AVM is a co-educational,
English medium school affiliat-
ed to CBSE and provides edu-
cation to children from in and
around Surguja, many of whom
come from underprivileged
backgrounds. Most of them are
first-generation learners, who
lack access to the Internet,
modern technology, and even
the most fundamental academ-
ic after-school help. The school
aims to assist students in real-
ising their full potential by pro-
viding a learner-friendly envi-
ronment and devoted instruc-
tors.

The Adani Foundation
Chairperson Dr Priti Adani

said: “Adani Vidya Mandir in
Surguja caters to a highly mar-
ginalized population. With
access to digital tools, the stu-
dents will be equipped with an
improved educational experi-
ence as well as ease of learn-
ing. Ultimately, we hope that
the success of these children
will empower their families
and communities.”

This move is beneficial con-
sidering that the school is in a
remote location that is
deprived of sources like coach-
ing, tuition, online classes, var-
ied assessment techniques,
and expert guidance. It will
also enhance the professional
skills of the teachers.

“With this tablet, we will be
able to understand our syllabus
in a better way. Many a time,
some questions remain unan-
swered while studying at home
and we have to wait till we go
to school the next day. Now, we

won’t face such a problem,”
said class X student Anishma
Porte.

Many eminent citizens of the
area and parents participated
in the tablet distribution pro-
gramme. Chief guest Mr.
Siddharth Singh Deo, an MLA
representative, called it a com-
mendable effort and encour-
aged the children to study
hard.

Manoj Kumar Shahi, Cluster
Head, PEKB Mines; Ram
Dwivedi, Cluster HR Head;
Satyendra Baghel, AVP,
Business Development; Jayant
Mohanty, Region CSR Head,
Adani Foundation; and Rajesh
Ranjan, CSR Head, Adani
Foundation, Surguja, were also
present on the occasion. Mr.
Brijlal Das, whose son is study-
ing in class IX, said, “We are
thankful to Adani Vidya Mandir
to provide our children with
everything related to higher

education in these remote
areas.”

The school has also convert-
ed seven classrooms into digi-
tal learning spaces to improve
the teaching and learning
experience. Digitalization in
school will provide good con-
tent and enhance the skills of
the teachers, which will be
beneficial to students in
improving their knowledge and
learning steps. Students will
benefit from the assistance
provided by e-learning plat-
form BYJU’s in developing and
achieving higher aspirations
and career paths. 

Surguja is one of
Chhattisgarh’s oldest districts,
with scheduled tribes consti-
tuting most of the population.
About half of the land in the
district is covered by forests.
Difficult geography, poor infra-
structure, and high levels of
underdevelopment and poverty
pose multiple challenges. The
Adani Group’s entry into the
state has helped to restore
some sense of normalcy to the
lives of the tribal people. 

The Group’s CSR arm, Adani
Foundation, conducts many
programmes of education,
health, livelihood promotion
and infrastructure develop-
ment along with Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL).

CM offers prayers at Maa Shitla Mata Mandir

Doongargarh, Nov 15:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached Maa Shitla
Mata Mandir in village
Devridih today. He offered
prayers to the deity and
wished for the happiness,
prosperity and well-being of
the people of the state.
Meanwhile, Shri Baghel is
on a visit to the Dongargarh
assembly constituency as a
part of his statewide
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

Baghel inaugurated
‘Shitla Mata Kutir’ in the
temple premises and plant-
ed a sapling of sandalwood
plant here. Food Minister
Shri Amarjeet Bhagat and
MLA Bhuneshwar

Shobharam Baghel also
planted sandalwood
saplings.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister also inaugu-
rated a community hall
built at a cost of Rs 6.50
lakh in the temple premis-
es. Jyoti Kalash will be in-

stalled in this building dur-
ing Navratri. Gram
Panchayat Ghumka
Sarpanch Smt. Phoolmati
Verma presented a portrait
of the ancient form of Maa
Shitla to Chief Minister
Shri Baghel. Rajnandgaon
District Co-operative

Central Bank President
Shri Nawaz Khan, District
Collector Shri Doman
Singh Thakur,
Superintendent of Police
Shri Praful Thakur along
with other local public rep-
resentatives were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

CM takes feedback of govt’s
schemes from people

Dongargarh, Nov 15:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during his Bhent-
Mulaqat programme at
village Ghumka of
Dongargarh assembly con-
stituency met the people
and took stock of various
state government schemes
and meet up their require-
ments and request made.

‘MSY has enhanced
child’s nutrition’

In the CM’s Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme in
Gram Ghukma,
Khileshwari Yadav stated
that the Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana consid-
erably enhanced the
child’s nutrition.
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana has helped the chil-
dren restore their nutri-
tion said Khileshwari
Yadav.

The Chief Minister said
babies should be fit and
healthy, away from any
diseases. Khileshwari stat-
ed that her child had a

club foot condition, for
which treatment will be
provided, said the Chief
Minister.
Yadav stated that he has
been selling cow dung

for 2.5 years 
Has so far earned Rs
85K in 2.5 yrs under

GNY: Narayan
Ghumka: While having  a
conversation
a b o u t
G o d h a n
N y a y a
Yojana with
the Chief
Minister, Mr.
B h u p e s h
Baghel, Narayan Yadav
stated, “I have been selling
cow dung for two and a
half years, and I have sold
cow dung worth Rs
80,000.” I had not thought
that by selling cow dung, I
would have such a good
earning.

Narayan told that he
used it to purchase a cow
for Rs,75,000 from it. This

cow gives 16 liters of milk
every day.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that he received a call
the day before yesterday
from a farmer of chirchar-
ri village who made a big
financial benefit by selling
cow dung. he prepared his
son for NEET, and his son
was selected for Kanker
Medical College.

I am overjoyed when
such calls are received and
people’s lives are im-
proved as a result of these
programs, said Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel.

CM meets up demand 
of Dhaneshwari for
pursing education

Ghumka: Dhaneshwari
said to the Chief Minister
B h u p e s h
Baghel that
her father is
no more and
her brother
is a juvenile.
She has
passed with
73% marks in Biology. She
has secured admission to a
Nursing college and needs
money to pursue her 
studies.

The Chief Minister
asked her how much
money she needed.
Dhaneshwari replied
that she’ll accept any
amount that she is given.
The Chief Minister said

that they will provide
her an amount of Rs. 1
lakh. Dhaneshwari re-
quested him to give her
Rs. 2 lakh. The Chief
Minister said that they
will provide her with Rs.
1.5 lakh now and the rest
of the money will be
given to her after she
meets him during the
final year of college.

Tribals’ pride synonymous with India’s pride: RSS chief
JJaasshhppuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on Monday said
the pride of tribals is India’s
pride and appealed to people to
protect it for the country, reli-
gion and culture.

He unveiled a statue of former
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
and Union minister late Dilip
Singh Judev, hailed by right-wing
organisations for his ‘Ghar
Wapsi’ campaign to reconvert
tribals from Christianity in the
Jashpur region of Chhattisgarh.

Addressing a function to mark
‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ in
Jashpur district, Bhagwat
appealed to tribals to stay strong
against those who try to dupe
them by taking advantage of
their innocence.

The event which was held at
Ranjeeta Stadium by Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram was attended by

a large number of people
belonging to tribal communities.

“The pride of tribals is the
pride of India. Tribals’ pride is
the core of our pride and our way
of living. People should under-
stand this and stand with tribals
to protect their pride for the
country, religion, and culture,”
he said.

“The birthday of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda (on November 15
which is observed as Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas) and the unveiling
of the statue of Dilip Singh Judev
are linked or coincidentally
linked. Judev was brave. Despite
having a name, fame, assets and
power, he remained humble. He
always stood for the pride of
tribals,” Bhagwat said.

He said Judev had immense
love for the country, religion and
culture.

“Bhagwan Birsa Munda was

also inspired by the same love
and fought for all of us. What is
this tribal pride? Our ancestors’
tradition is our pride which
teaches us how to lead life. It
gives us a legacy of bravery and
sanctity. It gives the courage to
take on challenges of life,” he
added.

The RSS chief said in the con-
text of religion, “janjatiya gau-
rav” (tribal pride) is a “dharm
gaurav” (religious pride) of
India.

Birsa Munda was a tribal free-
dom fighter and folk hero who
belonged to the Munda tribe. He
spearheaded a tribal religious
millenarian movement that
arose in the Bengal Presidency
(now Jharkhand) in the late 19th
century, during the British Raj,
thereby making him an impor-
tant figure in the history of the
Independence movement.

“Where did the religion of
India originate from? There are
diverse deities and ways of
offering rituals but everyone has
the same behaviour. This reli-
gion is born out of farmland and
forests. All religions of India
were given by farmers and forest
dwellers,” he said and added our
religion sees purity in everyone
and sees God everywhere includ-
ing in rivers, trees, and birds.

He said tribal brothers while
living with nature and protecting
it taught the people to protect
the environment.

“We all should stand with trib-
als to protect their society, pride
and culture as Dilip Singh Judev
ji did. We have to understand
this pride and stay united to pro-
tect it for the truth, country, reli-
gion, culture and society. The
whole world needs that pride
which India has. 

CM unveils statue of Rani Avanti Bai 
Dongargarh: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday un-
veiled the statue of Rani
Avanti Bai in village
Ghumka of Rajnandgaon
district. Paying floral
tributes to the statue of
Rani Avanti Bai, Baghel
remembered her sacri-
fice and saluted her great
valour and courage.

Born on August 16,
1861, in the Lodhi Rajput
family, Veerangana Rani
Avanti Bai Lodhi was the
daughter of Shri Jujhar
Singh. She was married
to Raja Vikramajit Singh
of Ramgarh (present-day
Dindori). She had two
children, Aman Singh
and Sher Singh. The chil-
dren were minors at the
time of the death of her
husband, so the state
powers came to the
queen. As a Queen, she

efficiently administrated
state affairs and when
the revolt of 1857 broke
out she fought firmly
with the British and de-
feated them many times.

On March 20, 1858, she
killed herself with her
own sword when facing
an almost certain defeat
in battle and became a
martyr.
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In Govt DB Girls College

Many opportunities for
girl students in the field
of aviation

Aims to facilitate better
learning experiences
through digital learning

Prayed for happiness,
prosperity and 
well-being of all

Inaugurated community
hall built in the 
temple premises

# Ghumka to be made a
Nagar Panchayat.

# Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
to be opened in Ghumka.

# Announcement of com-
plete tehsil implementa-
tion of Ghumka within 3
months.

# Branch of Cooperative
bank to be opened in
Baghera.

# Announcement of canal
lining from Ruse Dam.

# Announcement of widen-
ing of Ghumka to
Gopalpur road.

# Announcement of canal
lining and its expansion
in Tendunala reservoir.

# Announcement of canal
lining work in Jewar
Katta reservoir.

# Upgradation of High
School to Higher
Secondary School at
Haduva, Khara and
Murmunda.

CM’s annoucement

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  1155::  The final
match of the tournament was
played between Ufra XI and
Pandarbhatta XI. In a thrilling
contest, Ufra XI defeated
Pandarbhatta XI and emerged as
the winner of the tournament.
The winning team was present-
ed with Rs 15,000 in cash by
Bemetara MLA Ashish Chhabra
and Rs 8,000 to the runner’s up
team Pandarbhatta by the
farmer leader Yogesh Tiwari.

It is notable here that a crick-
et tournament was organized by
JPC Cricket Club in village Sarda
of Bemetara, Vidhan Sabha con-
stituency and it concluded with
the hospitality of Bemetara MLA
Ashish Chhabra and farmer

leader Yogesh Tiwari. On this
occasion, the guests distributed
prizes to the winning and run-
ner-up teams. 

Apart from this, the best per-
forming batsman, fielder,
bowler and all rounder award
were also distributed during the
entire tournament. On this occa-
sion, farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari encouraged the players

and said that cricket is a game
of adventure. In this, youth have
to demonstrate their skills as
well as intelligence. The youth
should ensure their participation
in such competitions. This will
not only increase their physical
capacity, but would broaden
their intellectual capacity.
Sports always inspire to be unit-
ed and struggle, which is also

necessary for the young genera-
tion, he said.

He praised the organizing
committee and said that by
organizing such events, we
should provide such platforms to
the youth from time to time, so
that they can showcase their tal-
ent and make their future in the
field of sports. 

During this Janak Ram Dhivar,
Ravi Parganiha, Churaman,
Pachi Lal, AK Pal, Narsingh, Lalu
Sahu, Bharat Kosle, JP Yadav
Ishwar Sahu, Manoj, Suresh
Sahu, Poshan Baghel, Devlal,
Baldau Dewangan, Dhaneshwar,
Jagan, Durgesh, Gopal ,
Takeshwar, Asaram, Sahil,
Devendra, Govind, Bhagwat,
Sagar, Hemant, Rahul, Ravi,
Pawan, Inder, Bhuneshwar,
Sanju, Anandram, Rajendra,
Gaurishankar, Mukesh,
Tikeshwar etc were present.

Sports always inspire us to be united and struggle: Tiwari
Ufra XI won the 
tournament by defeating
Pandarbhatta XI



Central Chronicle News

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiiwwaarraa,,  NNoovv  1155::  A
new chapter of development
has been started by organizing
various programs under
Navpahal in Government
Primary School Medesara,
which was established in 1902
during the British rule.
Principal Sunil Banchore giv-
ing information, said that the
nine teachers (Navratnas)
working in the school are
doing development work on
the basis of their own person-
ality by being the leaders of
the new initiative. 

With the financial help of the
public, an action plan has been
prepared on the basis of the
school development plan, which
mainly includes the construc-
tion of dining room, library,
prayer meeting, play ground,
printed class, modern smart
class etc. The work of collecting
resources from the community
by establishing harmony with
them is being done by

Pushpalata Satkar, while reme-
dial teaching is being done by
Pratima Dubey to make up for
the loss of teaching during the
Corona period. Classes are
being taken by teacher Niti
Singh after school hours for
Navodaya selection and
Jawahar Utkarsh selection.
Songs are taught to the chil-
dren by Ishwari Thakur, the
cultural in-charge of the
school and English teaching is
being done continuously by
Rukmani Soni, and many other
teacers are in line to promote
unique education.  Action
plans are being implemented
from the High Office as per
the instructions of District
Education Officer, Assistant
Director, Development Block
Education Officer, Assistant
Development Block Education
Officer, Development Block

Stotra Coordinator, and
Complex Principal
Rashmiranjana Banshiyar. All
the work is being conducted
under the guidance of the clus-
ter coordinator Siddharth
Bhuwal. Sarpanch Santoshi

Hulas Lodhi, District Member
Liman Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch
Usha Kesra, Senior Citizen Vinay
Dwivedi, Dilip Kashyap,
Devendra Kashyap,
Chaksudarshan Kashyap and
many others. 

Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 15: Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, Semra
has been selected in the
District Level National
Children's Science
Congress Competition.
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary has
congratulated the children
and the school family for
getting selected in the
state level National
Children's Science
Congress competition.

District Education
Officer NK Chandra has
informed that the students
of middle and higher wing
in the age group of 10 to 17
years of Swami
Atmanand Government
Excellence English
Medium School, Semra
participated in the district
level National Children's
Science Congress competi-
tion. 5 groups of junior
category secured first po-
sition in National
Children's Science
Congress 2022-23 and got
selected for state level.

Students of the institu-
tion Shaurya Raj
Robinson and Arpan Raj

Robinson placed first on
the topic Know the sub-
story ecosystem, Soumya

Kesharwani and Deepika
Paikra, got first place on
the topic of sub-story
health, nutrition and pro-
motion of health, sub-
story ecosystem and so-
cial for health, and on the
topic of cultural prac-
tices, Sadaf Anjum and
Nikhilesh Dhruv have se-
cured first place.Many
other students won the
competition in senior
level too.

In the district level art
festival, Nirali Bhosle in
solo traditional dance and
Rimi Rajak in classical
Kathak solo dance have
been selected for the state
level art festival.

School Principal
Narendra Kumar Tiwari
and all the staff members
have sent their best wish-
es on this continuous
hard work of the students
and guiding teachers
Najish Rahim, Archana
Tiwari, Jitesh Das and
others.
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Memorandum submitted
for irregularities

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 15: A memo-
randum was submitted to
SDM regarding irregulari-
ties in the work of
Pokhara Pitaiband road.
As per information, the
road widening work in 11
km from Rajim to
Pitaiband and Pokhara is
going on for the last one
year, but the work is
stopped after Diwali, due
to which there are big pot-
holes all over the place.

In this route,
Mahasamund is accessed
from Amapara, Pitaiband,
Bakli, Rawand,
Parsadjoshi, Pokhara and
Hathkhoj of the city.
Chandulal Sahu, former
MP of Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency, hand-
ed over a memorandum
containing the signatures

of the residents to the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Rajim's office, regarding
these problems and has
also said that demonstra-
tion will be done, if irregu-
larities in the work is not
corrected and work re-
sumed at the earliest. He
has also said that if the

problems are not resolved
within 15 days, then there
will be a chakka jam. In the
signed memorandum, be-
sides former MP Chandulal
Sahu, BJP Mandal
President Kamal Sinha,
Malti Sahu, Sivanandan
Nishad, Rakesh Kansari
also have signed.

SXHS Bharni hosts Inter School quiz competition
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 15:
"Learning gives creativity,
creativity leads to thinking,
thinking provides knowl-
edge and knowledge makes
us great". Keeping in mind
the resonance of the above
mentioned words St.
Xavier's High School
Bharni organized an inter
school quiz competition on
14th November, 2022. It was
in collaboration with QUIZ-
ZARD and lasted for six
hours. Around 50 schools
from all over Chhattisgarh
and its neighboring states
participated in this compe-
tition.

The competition was
graced with the presence of
Dr. Rashmi Singh, MLA of
Takhatpur, Laxmi Narayan
Mishra, DIG of CRPF
Bharni, Dr. G.S. Pattnaik
MD of St.Xavier's Chain of
schools, Miss Lekhashree
Pattnaik director, Pravakar
Pattnaik COO of St.

Xavier's School.
The programme was in-

augurated with the lighting
of the lamp by the honor-
able dignitaries followed by
the Saraswati Bandana.
Next a colourful dance was
performed by the students
of Bharni. Then
J.S.Hundal Principal of

St.Xavier's High School
Bharni, delivered a brief
but neat speech befitting
the occasion. After that the
quiz master, Dr.
Pradyuman Mishra initiat-
ed the main event. It was a
two stage competition
which covered the prelims
and the final round. There

were 99 teams consisting of
two members each.

After the screening
round 32 teams were select-
ed for the four rounds of
semi final   which compris-
es following  rounds :
Pounce and Pass Round,
Grid Round, Rapid Fire
Round, Bidding Round,

Buddy Round Etc.
Accomplishing the semis 8
teams were selected for the
final battle.

Almost 500 Students
were present in this elevat-
ed program. Kashish and
Unnati Jain from
Maharishi Vidyamandir
clinched the First position
followed by Om Sahu and
A.Power from DPS
Dhamtari placed 2nd and
Snigdha Mohanti and
Shreyansh Satpathy from
KPS Raipur placed 3rd.

Arrangement of snacks
and lunch were there for all
the participants as well as
for the quiz organizers. Dr.
Rashmi Singh Thakur and
Dr. G.S. Pattnaik honored
the  winners with cash
prizes and certificates fol-
lowed by their heartwarm-
ing speeches and the com-
petition  was winded up by
5:30pm with the National
Anthem. Overall, the inter
school quiz competition
was a huge triumph.

In Pokhara Pitaiband road work

SAGEMS Semra selected for 
National Science Competition

New initiative by Navratnas 
p In Medesara

Vidyalaya
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Mizoram-Assam minister-level border talks on Thu
Aizawl, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Mizoram delega-
tion headed by state
Home minister
Lalchamliana would
leave for Guwahati on
Wednesday for the third
minister-level talks with
Assam to resolve the
inter-state border dispute,
a senior home depart-
ment official said.

Mizoram Home depart-
ment joint secretary
Lalthiamsanga Sailo told
PTI that the third round
of the minister-level talk
would be held at 11 am on
Thursday.

Official level talks of
both the states would be
held around 5 pm on
Wednesday a day ahead of
the minister-level talk, he
said.

Apart from
Lalchamliana, Land
Revenue and Settlement

minister Lalruatkima
will also take part in the
minister-level talk, anoth-
er home department offi-
cial said.

The Mizoram delega-
tion will also include com-
missioner and secretary
of Home Department H
Lalengmawia and two
other senior officials of
the Home department, he
said.

The Assam delegation
is likely to be headed by
border area protection
and development minis-
ter Atul Bora, highly
placed sources said.

Mizoram and Assam,
which share a 164.6-km-
long inter-state boundary,
have a long-standing bor-
der dispute, which main-
ly stemmed from two
colonial demarcations in
1875 and 1933.

While Mizoram
claimed that 509 square

miles stretch of the inner
line reserve forest noti-
fied by the British in 1875
as its actual boundary,
Assam accepted the map
prepared by survey of
India in 1933 as its consti-
tutional boundary.

However, there is no
ground demarcation of
the boundary between the
two states, according to
officials.

After sporadic skir-
mishes since 2018, the
border dispute had taken
an ugly turn in July last
year when police forces of
the two states exchanged
fire leading to the death of
six policemen and a civil-
ian from Aizawl.

More than 60 people
were also injured in the
violent clash that took
place in the disputed area
near Mizoram’s
Vairengte village on the
National Highway-306.

The violent clash was
followed by an economic
blockade imposed on the
lifeline of Mizoram (NH-
306) by locals of Lailapur
village in Assam.

The two states began
talks from August last
year and agreed to resolve
the dispute through dia-
logue besides maintain-
ing peace along the inter-
state border.

Since then both the del-
egations have held two
rounds of talks and five
virtual meetings over the
border issue.

Mizoram Chief
Minister Zoramthanga
and his Assam counter-
part Himanta Biswa
Sarma have also met
twice in New Delhi in
November last year and
September this year to
find an amicable solution
to the vexed border dis-
pute.

KCR opens 8 medical colleges at the same time

Hyderabad, Nov 15: 

A historic event took
place in the field of med-
ical education in Pragati
Bhavan on Tuesday.
Telangana State has
opened a new chapter in
the medical field of the
country by opening 8 med-
ical colleges at the same
time. CM KCR has initiat-
ed a qualitative change in
the field of medicine by
starting the classes for
MBBS first year students
in 8 medical colleges from
Hyderabad.

CM KCR congratulated
the medical students and
staff during the inaugura-
tion ceremony. CM KCR
congratulated Health
Minister Harish Rao and
senior officials for their ef-
forts.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao’s said
that this is a golden chap-
ter in the history of
Telangana state, an unfor-

gettable day. One day we
faced many problems for
drinking water, irrigation
water, electricity, medical
seat and engineering seat.
Today we have achieved
Swarashtra and are lead-
ing the country with great
self-respect and are under-
taking many innovative
programs.

We are proud to start 8
medical colleges today.
Previously we started 4
medical colleges in
Mahbubnagar, Siddipet,
Nalgonda and Suryapet.
We are managing them
successfully. Today we
started 8 new medical col-
leges in Sangareddy,
M a h a b u b a b a d ,
Manchiryala, Jagityala,
Vanaparthi, Kothagudem,
Nagarkurnool and
Ramagundam. Especially
in a tribal area like
Mahabubabad, in a remote
area like Vanaparthi, no
one ever dreamed that gov-
ernment colleges and med-

ical colleges would come
up. The creation of a
Swarastate and the leader-
ship of the administration
of Telangana by the chil-
dren who worked as ac-
tivists made our dreams
come true.

The construction of
these 8 colleges took shape
with the efforts of Harish
Rao, a Telangana move-
ment activist and medical
specialist. Special thanks
to them. Thanks to the su-
periors and staff who
helped them. We are deter-
mined to have one medical
college in every district.
The number of
Government Medical
Colleges increased to 17.
They are spread over 16
districts. There is a need to
start new medical colleges
in another 17 districts.In
principle  cabinet approval
has also been given to take
up the construction of
these in the coming days,
he added.

In the coming days, I
will also take up the con-
struction of the remaining
17 colleges and, God will-
ing, I will also perform the
inauguration of these.
Previously 850 MBBS seats
were available in govern-
ment medical colleges.
Today that number has in-
creased to 2,790. It makes
me very happy that this
number has increased al-
most 4 times and all our
children are getting seats.
Similarly, we have signifi-
cantly increased PG seats
and super-specialty seats.
Earlier there were 531 PG
seats, now 1,180 PG seats
are available. Earlier there
were only 70 super special-
ty seats, today 152 seats are
available. This has made
many opportunities avail-
able to the students. This
is a good opportunity for
gem and diamond stu-
dents. This is a good op-
portunity for Dalit, Tribal,
SC, SC, Minority students.

The government is
building medical colleges
by spending thousands of
crores of rupees keeping
in view the health and
safety of the people. In all
spheres Telangana prac-
tices... the country follows.
I am very happy that the
young state of Telangana
is growing so that the
country can emulate
Telangana in the field of

medicine as well. Students
and faculty members of
the medical field should
advance for the welfare of
the poor people. Health
care of the poor is the re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment so the government
does not hesitate to spend
any amount. Health
Minister Harish Rao will
take steps to start para-
medical colleges across
the state soon.

State Health Minister T.
Harish Rao, R&B Minister
Vemula Prashant Reddy,
Transport Minister
Puvvada Ajay Kumar, for-
mer Speaker of
Legislative Assembly,
MLC S.
Madhusudanachari, Chief
Secretary to Government
Somesh Kumar, Health
Secretary Rizvi, Medical
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Corporation Chairman
Errolla were present in
this programme.
Srinivas, MLCs Tatha
Madhudhan Rao, MLAs
Sandra Venkataweeraiah,
Mecha Nageswar Rao, Dr.
Sanjay Kumar, Kaloji
Arogya University VC
Karunakar Reddy,
Medical Education
Director Ramesh, Health
Director Gadala Srinivasa
Rao, Medical Officers
G a n g a d h a r ,
Chandrasekhar Reddy
and others participated.

Odisha, Centre announce reliefs for farmers

Bhubaneswar, Nov 15 

(PTI): Odisha government
and the Centre Tuesday an-
nounced measures to re-
solve the agrarian crisis in
the state in the midst of the
intensified stir by farmers
demanding payment of crop
insurance claims and input
subsidy. The announce-
ments were made a day after
the farmers prevented BJP
candidate Pradip Purohit
from filing his nomination

for the December 5
Padmapur by-poll.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced input
assistance for drought-hit
areas of Odisha. “ About Rs
200 crore will be spent from
the state exchequer to sup-
port the distressed farm-
ers,” a release issued by the
chief minister’s office said.
The announcement of cen-
tral relief was made by
Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
though a social media post.
“A decision in this regard
has been taken by the tech-

nical advisory committee
constituted by the
Government of India and
the insurance companies.
The state government have
also been instructed to issue
claims with immediate ef-
fect. The central govern-
ment is committed to clear
the claims of farmers at the
earliest,” he said in a twitter
post. Tomar said that he had
a discussion with Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
garding the insurance
claims made in Jharbandha,
Padmapur and Paikmal
blocks of Bargarh district of

Odisha. Officials said that
about 2,63,560 hectares of
cropland in 64 blocks and 15
urban local bodies of 12 dis-
tricts in Odisha have suf-
fered crop loss of 33 per cent
and above due to drought.
“So far, many of the affected
farmers have not yet re-
ceived their crop insurance
dues despite continuous fol-
low-up and pursuance by
the state government with
the technical advisory com-
mittee under the ministry of
agriculture and aarmers
welfare, Government of
India,” the CMO release
said.

XAT 2023 - MBA’s second largest
exam to be conducted on Jan 8, 2023 

Jamshedpur, Nov 15: 

For more than 73
years XLRI has been
conducting the Xavier
Aptitude Test (XAT), a
national-level aptitude
test for MBA/ PGDM
admissions. XAT is one
of the oldest and the sec-
ond-largest exams for
MBA/PGDM admis-
sions in India. It is con-
ducted in 80+ cities
across India. XAT 2023
will be conducted on
Sunday, January 8, 2023.
Applications, Sample
papers and topper tips
are available on xaton-
line.in. XLRI conducts
XAT on behalf of
XAMI. Last date to
apply for XAT is 30th
November 2022.

From this year, XLRI
has increased seats in
PGDM (BM) courses at
campuses- Jamshedpur
from 180 to 240 and
Delhi from 120 to 180.
XAT exam will be held
in the afternoon slot
from 2.00 PM to 5.10 PM.
This change was based
on the feedback from
the students who had to

travel distances to reach
the XAT exam center.

The XAT score is
being used by more
than 160 institutes for
the admission. Some of
the premier manage-
ment institutes those ac-
cept XAT scores are
TAPMI, Great Lakes,
GIM, XIMB, IRMA, K.J.
Somiaya, MICA and
many more.

A candidate may
apply for multiple pro-
grammes. XLRI actively
encourages the students
from diverse back-
grounds to apply.
Besides performance in
the personal interviews
(and/or group discus-
sions)- XAT perform-
ance, relevant work ex-
perience, academic
background are also
taken into considera-
tion while preparing the
final list.

XAT exam strives to
be the exam for real
managerial candidates.
The candidates gets to
solve sections such as
Decision making and
General knowledge.
“XAT tests the candi-
dates for those skills
which are expected by
the market “ said Prof.
Vishwa Ballabh,
Admission Convenor of
XAT 2023.

NCW launches fourth phase of
Digital Shakti campaign 

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Women
(NCW) has launched the
fourth phase of the Digital
Shakti campaign, a pan-
India project to empower
and skill women in cyber-
space.

Addressing the launch
event, NCW Chairperson
Rekha Sharma mentioned
the continuous efforts of
the panel to empower
women in every sphere.

“This new phase will
prove to be a milestone in

ensuring safe cyber spaces
for women. Digital Shakti
has been accelerating the
digital participation of
women and girls by train-
ing them on how to use
technology to their advan-
tage and to keep them-
selves safe online,” she
said.

“I believe the project
will continue to contribute
towards the larger goal of
fighting cyber violence
against women and girls
and make the internet a
safer space for them,”
Sharma said.

Digital Shakti started in
June 2018 to help women
across the nation to raise
the awareness level on the

digital front, to build re-
silience, and fight cyber-
crime in the most effective
ways.

Through this project,
over 3 Lakh women across
India have been made
aware of cyber safety tips
and tricks, reporting and
redressal mechanisms,
data privacy and usage of
technology for their bene-
fit.

The third phase of the
program was started in
March 2021 and a resource
centre was developed
under the project to pro-
vide information on all the
avenues of reporting in
case a woman faces any cy-
bercrime.

VHP for central law against
illegal conversion 

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI) : 

The Centre must bring
in a law against “illegal”
religious conversion at the
earliest, the Vishva Hindu
Parishad demanded on
Tuesday, a day after the
Supreme Court warned of
a “difficult situation”
ahead if proselytisation
through deception, allure-
ment and intimidation is
not stopped.

Various incidents and
commissions formed on
this subject so far have
concluded that illegal con-
version is a threat to the
fundamental right to reli-
gious freedom and nation-

al security as well, VHP
joint general secretary
Surendra Jain said in a
statement.

“The judiciary had in
many cases earlier also
stressed the need for a cen-
tral law on illegal conver-
sion . It is the need of the
hour that a central legisla-
tion should be brought in
forthwith to rid India of
the problem of illegal con-
versions,” he said.

At present, such a law
has been enacted in just
eight states to stop illegal
conversion while the prob-
lem is nationwide, he
added.

Underlining that forced
religious conversion may
pose a danger to national
security and impinge on
the religious freedom of

citizens, the Supreme
Court on Monday asked
the Centre to step in and
make sincere efforts to
tackle the “serious” issue

“The issue with respect
to the alleged conversion
of religion, if it is found to
be correct and true, is a
very serious issue which
may ultimately affect the
security of the nation as
well as the freedom of reli-
gion and conscience of the
citizens. “Therefore, it is
better that the Union gov-
ernment may make their
stand clear and file count-
er on what steps can be
taken by Union and/or
others to curb such forced
conversion, maybe by
force, allurement or fraud-
ulent means,” a bench of
justices M R Shah and

Hima Kohli said.
The VHP has been de-

manding the enactment of
a central law to curb ille-
gal religious conversion
for long. Last year in
December, the RSS affili-
ate launched a nationwide
campaign against reli-
gious conversion.

“The VHP has also
passed resolutions on this
subject several times.
Illegal conversion not only
poses a threat to national
security but also to social
harmony,” the outfit’s
joint general secretary
said. “After Independence,
all the commissions set up
to examine the issue of il-
legal conversion had a
clear opinion that a cen-
tral law must be made to
stop it,” he claimed.

READY TO PERFORM

Tribals prepare to perform during an art exhibition ‘Tribes Art’ at Indian Museum 

on the occasion of ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ in Kolkata, , Tuesday. 

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Sand artist Ajay Shankar Mahto creates a sculpture dedicated to freedom fighter
Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary, at Chandankiyari in Jharkhand’s Bokaro 
district, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Seized 
 Chennai: Over 100

bags containing 2.8
tonne of ‘tendu’ (East
Indian ebony) leaves
worth Rs 2 crore were
seized near the Gulf of
Mannar, said the Coast
Guard here on
Tuesday. Acting on in-
puts, the Coast Guard
ship ‘Vajra’ intercept-
ed four boats - two be-
longing to India and
the other two to Sri
Lanka - off Tamil
Nadu coast on
Monday. A check re-
vealed the boats to
have been engaged in
smuggling of the
leaves that are used for
‘beedis’ (leaf-wrapped
cigarettes).

Shot at 
 Gurugram: A 22-year-

old man was shot at al-
legedly by three bike-
borne miscreants in
the Badshahpur area
here, police said on
Tuesday. The incident
happened on Monday
night at around 10.30
when Ankit and his
friend Himanshu were
standing outside an-
other friend’s house in
Guga Colony, they
said. In a complaint
filed by Himanshu, he
alleged that the three
masked bike-borne
men asked them about
the whereabouts of
their friend Dinesh to
which Ankit told them
that he was not there,
they said.

Alert
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala govern-
ment on Tuesday
sounded an alert in
seven districts in the
state against the
spread of Dengue
fever. State health min-
ister Veena George
said an alert has been
issued to
Thiruvananthapuram
, Kollam, Alappuzha,
Ernakulam, Palakkad,
Kozhikode and
Malappuram districts
as the dengue cases
were on a rise there.

Protest
 Prayagraj: Allahabad

University students sit-
ting on a fast to protest
against an increase in
fees for the past 70 days
took out a ‘Jan Aakrosh
March’ on Tuesday to
demand restoration of
the students’ union and
rollback of the hike.
“Besides the demand
for withdrawal of the
fee hike, the students
have also launched an
agitation against the il-
legal appointment of
Vice-Chancellor
Sangeeta Srivastava,”
said student leader Ajay
Yadav Samrat.

Open
 Rishikesh: The

Corbett and the Rajaji
tiger reserves in
Uttarakhand opened
fully on Tuesday for
day and night stay by
tourists. With the
opening of the two re-
serves, activities relat-
ed to wildlife tourism
started in the Terai
forest divisions, in-
cluding Nandhor and
Sona River wildlife
sanctuaries, state
Chief Wildlife Warden
Sameer Sinha said.

Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan at
Kerala House, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.

After SC flags con-
cern over the issue

To skill women in
cyberspace

Terms it as golden
chapter in the 
history of
Telangana state

Classes started for
MBBS I-yr students
in 8 medical 
colleges from Hyd

Ahead of Padmapur
by-poll



G20 SPOUSE PROGRAMS

From left China’s President Xi Jinping’s wife Peng Liyuan, Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez wife Maria Begona
Gomez Fernandez, Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida wife Yuko, President Joko Widodo’s wife Iriana, and
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan wife Emine watch a dance performance during G20 spouse programs,
Tuesday, Nov. 15, in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia.
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Jerusalem, Nov 15 (AP):

Israel’s outgoing coalition
has been the most diverse in
the country’s history, bring-
ing a slew of progressive
policies on the environment,
LGBTQ issues and funding
for the country’s Arab minor-
ity.

But now, even before it
takes office, Israel’s expected
new coalition government
overwhelmingly male, reli-
gious and right-wing is prom-
ising to roll back many of the
achievements of its predeces-
sor, prompting concern from
activists and liberals over
where their country is head-
ed. If its promises materi-
alise, a tax on environmen-
tally destructive single-use
plastics could be abolished.
New protections for gay
Israelis could be reversed,
and generous budgets for the
long underserved Arab sec-
tor could be slashed.

The outgoing coalition
lasted for just over a year and
collapsed over disagree-
ments on the Palestinians al-
though on that subject, its
policies were largely un-
changed from previous,
hard-line governments.

But after Benjamin
Netanyahu’s 12-year reign,
activists say it brought a posi-
tive energy to the Knesset, or
parliament, and pressed
ahead on issues they say
were largely ignored during
his lengthy rule. Now, with
Netanyahu set to take office
again as head of what’s ex-
pected to be the country’s
most right-wing government,
fears are rising that all that
will be undone. “In the last
government ... the public dis-
course was one of rights and
equality and ending discrim-
ination,” said Hila Peer,
chairwoman at Aguda The
Association for LGBTQ
Equality in Israel.

Israeli liberals fear new 
government will undo progress

Nusa Dua, Nov 15 (AP):

Leaders of the world’s
largest economies appeared
ready on Tuesday to convey
a strong message from most
condemning Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, as
President Joe Biden and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pressed the group to main-
tain pressure on Moscow
over its nine-month war
that has devastated Ukraine
and roiled the global econo-
my.

A draft declaration by
leaders of the Group of 20
major economies under dis-
cussion on Tuesday echoes
the condemnation of
Russia’s war on Ukraine by
the United Nations, while
acknowledging differing
views among members.

The careful wording of
the statement reflects ten-
sions prevailing at the gath-
ering, which includes lead-
ers from Russia and China,
and the challenge facing the
US and its allies to isolate
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s government as some
nations seek to avoid be-
coming entangled in antag-
onisms between the big
powers. The statement seen
on Tuesday by The
Associated Press “deplores
in the strongest terms the
aggression by the Russian
Federation” and “demands
its complete and uncondi-
tional withdrawal from the
territory of Ukraine”.

The G-20 draft statement
also noted there were differ-
ent views on the situation
and sanctions against
Russia, saying that the G-20
was not the forum for re-
solving security issues.

At the summit, Zelenskyy
joined Biden in trying to
persuade the G-20 to further
isolate Russia diplomatical-
ly and economically, despite
a souring global financial
outlook that has tested
many nations’ resolve.

Inflation and slowing
economies are weighing on
countries that have imposed
penalties on Russia for
starting the war. Higher
costs for energy and food
have destabilised business
activity around the world,

as much of Europe pre-
pares to brave the winter
without imports of Russian
natural gas.

In opening the summit,
host Indonesian President
Joko Widodo impressed on
the gathering what’s at
stake. “If the war does not

end, it will be difficult for
the world to move forward,”
he said.

In a video address to the
leaders from Kyiv,
Zelenskyy reiterated 10 con-
ditions for ending the con-
flict that began in February,
among them a complete
withdrawal of Russian
troops and full restoration
of Ukrainian control of its
territory. He spoke days
after Ukraine retook the
strategic city of Kherson
from Russian forces, in his
country’s latest step in a
counteroffensive that has
forced Moscow to withdraw
its forces from previously-
occupied areas.

“Ukraine should not be
offered to conclude compro-
mises with its conscience,
sovereignty, territory and
independence,” he said.

“Ukraine has always
been a leader in peacekeep-
ing efforts, and the world
has witnessed it. And if
Russia says that it suppos-
edly wants to end this war,
let it prove it with actions.”

G-20 to hold tough on Russia,
urge end to Ukraine war

France’s President Emmanuel Macron (R), European
Council President Charles Michel (L), and Netherlands’
Prime Minister Mark (C) Rutte attend a meeting between
African Union and European Union leaders on the sidelines
of the G20 Summit in Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort 
island of Bali on November 15.
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Install floating 
wind farms

Our country should in-
stall floating windfarm.It
helps to break an engineer-
ing riddle.Offshore wind
can come a truly global en-
ergysource. In much of the
world, the seabed takes a un-
foreseen dive close offshore,
ruling out the use of con-
ventional coastal wind tur-
bines. Floating wind ranch
are erected up from the
ocean bottom on concrete
foundations and can only be
stationed in fairly shallow
water, up to about 60m.
Developed countries for-
merly succeeded in in-
stalling floating wind
granges but our country
still not shown interest in
this unconventional energy
source. Companies around
the world are contending to
design floating platforms.
British says it produces
enough electricity each time
to power 50000 homes by
floating wind granges.
Companies around the
world are producing their
own designs for floating
windplatforms.Our country
has to choose the suitable
design and install the same
in swell and oceans.
Developed countries like US
government offered$ 50m of
new backing to encourage
American companies to in-
stall 15GW of floating wind
in US waters by 2035.Also
the UK's independent cli-
mate counsels, the Climate
Change Committee says
that about half of the
100GW of coastal wind it ex-
pects will have been in-
stalled by 2050 will be on
floating platforms.The tech-
nology could deliver pluto-
crat in billions, employing
up to thousand of peoples in
coming days.None the less,
the assiduity is adamant
that floating wind repre-
sents a huge occasion in
coming days.It's incredibly
instigative because it signi-
fies the opening up of
coastal wind to the entire
globe.

Vijaykumar H K,
Raichur, Karnataka

Justice delivery
The judiciary in our coun-

try needs to be revamped to
expedite the delivery of jus-
tice. There are not enough
judges in the higher courts
and dissension between the
recommending agency and
appointing authorities has
further aggravated the prob-
lem. Huge pendency of
cases is depriving litigants
of access to prompt justice.
The appointment of judges
on the recommendations of
the Collegium is a time-test-
ed process and is prevalent
in many countries. The gov-
ernment should focus on
improving the delivery of
services to the citizens, in-
cluding quick and easy jus-
tice.

Shubham Mahajan,
by mail
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Folk artists perform after dignitaries paid tribute to freedom fighter Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary, at Parliament
House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 15.

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRSA MUNDA

I n today’s divided world, an independent foreign policy can be
possible only when pressure  from  the  US  and  EU  can  be

countered with the “what works to my advantage” doctrine, which is
why Russian President Vladimir Putin couldn’t stop himself   from   prais-
ing   Indian   Prime Minister Narendra Modi for not falling prey to US
diplomatic coercion, and instead carrying on life with Russia as if there
was no Russia-Ukraine war. That  said,  India’s  External  Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar should be credited for pressing home with the “what
works to my advantage” doctrine, which convinced Russia that what
works to India’s advantage also works to Russia’s advantage under the
current transformed world order. Never has Russia and India been so
closely tied to each other than at the present time. Jaishankar should
also be credited for keeping the USA at arm’s length while at the same
time keeping in close touch with it. In recent weeks, President Joe Biden
has not been happy with India’s choice of decisions. Biden understood
well that, contrary to expectations, US pressure wasn’t working on
India, and India   wasn’t   treading cautiously when it came to Russia.
Modi had one arm extended toward Russia, and the other reaching out
to the United   States. Not mid-distance, or equidistance, but rather “my
distance.” And, as if to underline to the United States that two  can  play
the  “works to my advantage” game, Russia became the biggest  ex-
porter  of  crude  oil  to  India, replacing Iraq. Of course, this has led to
trade imbalance but Russian oil is proving good for India. EAM
Jaishankar met Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov in Moscow and both
pledged to increase trade and expand economic cooperation. India’s
EAM told the Russia Foreign Minister that it was time to end Russia’s
war with Ukraine as developing  countries  like India  were suffering. But
to the dispassionate observer it sounded half-hearted, India’s bid to play
peacemaker. That said, does Prime Minister Narendra Modi have lever-
age over President Vladimir Putin to press home with a perceived ad-
vantage? May be yes, most probably not. Putin is not the sort who is
swayed by friendly overtures. Putin  and  his  foreign  minister  are per-
manent fixtures on the world stage because they were the original in-
ventors of the doctrine of “only if it works to my advantage”. Lavrov has
been  Russia’s Foreign Minister since 2004. That said, Jaishankar is no
spring chicken. He has been long enough on the world’s foreign policy
circuit to carry the torch for India as good as anybody else. Food and en-
ergy security are India’s priorities. For Putin, it’s Russia and Ukraine.
Putin wants the West and NATO out of Russia’s hair and, ultimately,
Ukraine is his decision. The Russian President is not the one who bends to
pressure. Without doubt Modi knows this. In September this year, at the
Shanghai Cooperation Council meet in Samarkand, Modi told Putin that
this was not an “era for wars” and the BJP put Modi on par with Putin.
Others  said  Modi  carried  equal influence with both Russia and Ukraine
and,  therefore,  was  the  best  placed  to mediate a Russia-Ukraine
truce. Of  course,  people  keep  massaging Modi’s ego and much was
made of Modi’s Samarkand comment. It is another matter that India has
been the recipient of the best of  both worlds ever since Putin invaded
Ukraine, and the world went hunting for a peacemaker. India’s trade ties
with Russia is now  tied  to  the  Russia-Ukraine  War, especially India’s oil
purchases, which bothers the USA. India has a 22% share of total crude
imports from Russia. The trade imbalance bothers  India  but  the  “works
to  my advantage” doctrine has prevailed. The “significant growth” in bi-
lateral trade and the $30 billion target set by the two countries distin-
guishes the ties. Currently, trade stands at $17 billion. It may sound cyni-
cal, but the Russia-Ukraine war has actually helped India and Russia
come closer still, and focus on areas of  “natural convergence of inter-
ests”. Both India and Russia are major G20 economies. And better coun-
sel says India should   not   be   over zealous   to   play peacemaker under
pressure because doing so  wouldn’t  “work  to  my  advantage”, espe-
cially with a war on, and the global markets under pressure. That  is  the
cynic  talking;  also  the warmonger. There are enough of  the maround
including scavengers, hyenas who profit from war. India should be guid-
ed by scientific temper, logic and reasoning and huge doses of human-
ism. That said, what happens to "Mission PoK” if, according to Modi’s ad-
vice to Putin, it was not an “era for wars”?

T he prevalence of diabetes
and the number of diabetes-

related deaths worldwide have dra-
matically increased in recent
decades. Global mortality from dia-
betes has risen by 70% in just 20
years. About 500 million people
worldwide have diabetes, the majori-
ty living in low-and middle-income
countries, and 1.6 million deaths are
directly attributed to diabetes each
year. In 2021, there were 537 million
adults with diabetes in the world. By
2030, that number is expected to rise
to 643 million, and by 2045, it will
reach 783 million. According to the
International Diabetes Federation
(IDF), one in ten adults worldwide are
estimated to have diabetes, and al-
most half of those people are com-
pletely unaware of it. Approximately
74 million people live with diabetes in
India. By 2030, it is anticipated that
there will be more than 80 million dia-
betics in India. The rising number of
patients having diabetes mellitus in
India is a significant cause for worry,
especially since it contributes to the
huge healthcare burden on the coun-
try. Importantly, diabetes is the only
major non-communicable disease
(NCD) for which the risk of dying
early is increasing, rather than de-
creasing. 

Diabetes is a long-term metabolic
disease characterized by high blood

glucose (or blood sugar) levels, which
over time seriously harms the heart,
blood vessels, eyes, kidneys, and
nerves. The most prevalent type of di-
abetes is type 2, which typically af-
fects adults, and develops when the
body stops producing enough insulin
or develops insulin resistance. Type 2
diabetes has become much more
common over the past three decades
in nations of all income levels.
Juvenile diabetes or insulin-depend-
ent diabetes, also known as type 1 di-
abetes, is a chronic condition in which
the pancreas produces little to no in-
sulin on its own. But no matter what
type of diabetes we have, it can lead
to excess sugar in the blood. Serious
health issues can result from an ex-
cess of sugar in the blood.The survival
of those who have diabetes depends
on their ability to obtain affordable
treatment, including insulin.

Diabetes is a chronic, serious
health problem that frequently goes
undiagnosed until it has had a signifi-
cant negative impact on one's health.
It is known as the "silent killer". The
United Nations (UN) adopted a reso-
lution on December 20, 2006 declar-
ing November 14 as World Diabetes
Day. The event aimed to increase
awareness of diabetes, its prevention
and complications, as well as the care
that those with the condition require.
Governments, non-governmental or-

ganizations, and private companies
are urged to spread information
about the illness, especially among
the public and the media. The first
World Diabetes Day was celebrated
on November 14, 2007, and it is now a
yearly event. Diabetics day is one of
the biggest annual campaigns to
combat diabetes, is supported by
more than 160 countries and has a
global impact on more than 100 bil-
lion people. It also provides a global
forum for issues related to diabetes
throughout the year. The
International Diabetes Federation
(IDF) chooses a theme for World
Diabetes Day each year. The theme
for 2021–2023 is Access to Diabetes
Care, which aims to draw attention to
the challenges that millions of diabet-
ics worldwide encounter in gaining
access to treatments, technologies,
support systems, and care. The
theme for 2022 is "Access to Diabetes
Education," and a short video on the
significance of diabetes education is
included with the slogan "Education
to Protect Tomorrow."

November is recognized as
National Diabetes Awareness month.
It is an opportunity to bring attention
to diabetes and help people better un-
derstand and treat this deadly dis-
ease. Understanding diabetes is the
first step towards managing and pre-
venting it. The IDF School of Diabetes
has developed a new online education
platform to help people with diabetes
and those who care for them make in-
formed decisions about their condi-
tion. Diabetes control involves a holis-
tic approach with the right balance of
diet, exercise, and medication. There
has been a fundamental change in
how people manage their health and
access medical care in the modern era
thanks to the benefits of developing
digital health technology. Medical de-
vices are now more accessible and af-
fordable thanks to the growth of
wearable technologies, assisting na-

tions in their efforts to achieve univer-
sal health care access. In order to has-
ten the progress on diabetes and
other non-communicable illnesses,
the WHO recently produced an
Implementation Roadmap that con-
tains diabetes recommendations and
a set of diabetes coverage targets for
the years 2023–30. (NCDs). The goal is
to lower the risk of diabetes and work
toward a world in which everyone
who has been diagnosed with the dis-
ease has access to treatment and care
that is equitable, thorough, afford-
able, and of high quality. 

Millions of people with diabetes
around the world do not have access
to diabetes care. There is evidence of
shortcomings and challenges in the
treatment of diabetes. Lack of dia-
betes educators, education pro-
grams, and dispersed care are the
areas that stand out. As a result, af-
fordable diabetes care is critically
needed by the diabetes community.
Virtual interactions can also be used
to direct patient care, giving those
who might not otherwise have access
to it remote access. Treatment and
management of Diabetes should not
only end with taking medicines. It in-
volves an in-depth understanding of
the disease and its management, and
a collaborative approach between pa-
tients and healthcare providers.
Access to Diabetes Care and is urging
greater investment in diabetes care
to ensure everyone living with dia-
betes can access the care and tech-
nology they need. Continuous educa-
tion of patients, caregivers, clinicians,
governments, and policymakers is es-
sential for effectively managing the
condition. Healthcare professionals
must be trained to identify and diag-
nose diabetes early and to deliver the
best care, and persons with diabetes
must have access to continued edu-
cation to understand their illness and
to practice the daily self-care essen-
tial to be healthy.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

B
anks have become an excellent tool for the economic progress of
the country. It is observed that PSBs have an important develop-

ment role.  The current management of most PSBs are as good as that
of private banks. In fact, it is the level of NPAs which to a great extent
differentiate between a good and a bad bank. In fact high level of NPAs
in Indian banks is nothing but a reflection of the state of health of the in-
dustry and trade. A significant number of private banks and financial in-
stitutions have failed in recent times, like the Yes Bank, Lakshmi Vilas
Bank, IL&FS and DHFL; in contrast, there is not even a single instance of
bank failure in the case of PSBs. It would be more appropriate to com-
pare performance over a longer period. Privatization of Banks will wors-
en the Banking scenario in the country. Today the schemes like Jan Dhan
Yojana and MUDRA have been successful because of public sector banks
and their rigorous implementation. The government has already priva-
tised IDBI Bank by selling its majority stake in the lender to LIC in 2019
and merged 14 public sector banks in the last four years. It is terrible
that the Indian banking industry, considered to be one of the strongest
in the world has now to face the problem of NPA because of wilful de-
faulters and political pressure. It is certainly not fair to blame banks for
lending huge amounts to Vijay Mallya despite his failing business.
Privatising one or two banks, due to various reasons, is quite different
from privatising a major chunk of public sector banks.  A wide range of
academic studies points to a trend towards convergence in performance
of PSBs and private banks since banking sector reforms were set in mo-
tion in 1993-‘94. Any failure of banks will have a tremendous contagion
effect and will derail the economy. We should not forget the historical
factors that had led to bank nationalisation in 1969. The public sector
bank employees do seem to have risen to the occasion and by and large
have been doing a really commendable job under difficult circum-
stances. There is no doubt that bankers have always performed the task
given by the Government right from the time of nationalization. Bankers
have always in the past stood like a rock and supported the Govt move
and made the Govt scheme successful in its drive. Bankers need good
reward for its work. The past history of private sector banks tells the
failure. Before 1969, all banks, except the SBI, were in the private sector.
Between 1947 and 1969, 559 banks failed. The functioning of PSB has
been criticized by those who want complete privatization of PSB. The
major problem faced by banks is on account of non-performing assets,
which is common for both the private and public sector banks. The need
of the hour is strengthening existing banks and branches, making them
a hub of all services. The decision of Government to privatise PSBs is to-
tally unfortunate and unwarranted. Improving the Efficiency and
Performance of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) is a key element of India’s
economic transformation. What we need is to strengthen public sector
Banks. Don’t we think the government will have difficulty in providing
low-cost financial services to rural and poor sections of society as the
private may not like to extend its services to them ?  No doubt privatiza-
tion of banks will lead to the profit driven approach for short time but on
that path would it be possible to implement financial inclusion and other
Government schemes which is one of the top agenda of RBI ? 

Privatization of Banks 
will worsen the Banking 
scenario in the country

Understanding Diabetes

India’s leverage 
must be retained

Kajal Chatterjee

V
inayak Lohani. Does India
know about him? Does

the name ring familiar? If the an-
swers are "Yes", it's nice. But if
"No", then the Indian society
should indulge itself in a serious
introspection. Bhopal-born
Vinayak had set foot on Bengal
soil as a student to study at IIT
Kharagpur and then IIM Kolkata.
Course completed; but unlike his
peers, this "foolish" didn't strive
for a glamorous lucrative top cor-
porate career in India or abroad
to earn a fortune and live life
"King size". This current 44 year
old hasn't engaged himself in a
matrimonial bond as well; yet this
man is "father" to thousands of
children. Is it a fable or merely a
dream? No, rather it is hard fact
which is stranger than fiction.

As stated previously, Vinayak
refrained to engage in a rat race
to turn "successful" career wise.
Instead this Vivekananda-Mother
Teresa inspired person, taking
diksha at Ramkrishna Mision,
opted out of career placement
after completion of his MBA and
as a true human being; he turned

his attention towards the plight of
the orphan and poor children, loi-
tering at railway platforms and
red-light areas and  left at their
own wretched mercies by the
State and all apparatus of society.

By giving tuitions and lectures
to the MBA aspirants, Vinayak
rented a tiny accommodation, es-
tablished his own organisation
Parivaar in 2003 and took up the
responsibility of sheltering feed-
ing and educating 3 hapless chil-
dren. But expenditure was far ex-
ceeding the income through tu-
itions. But drawing inspiration
from his selfless Himalayan task,
IIM alumni and like-minded com-
passionate acquaintances came
up with donations which has en-
abled Vinayak to come up with an
independent building comprising
school and hostel spreading more
than 20 acres and housing more
than thousand orphans or children
of poorest of poor families. Many
of them have completed their
graduation and are retained in the
hostel itself giving tuitions to the
younger batches and can move
out only when they get ready to
face the world independently.
What an act of protective father

to thousands who were doomed
to lead whole of their lives as beg-
gars or at "best" manual labour-
ers or could have been victims of
traffickers and ended up as petty
criminals or prostitutes.

It is indeed a disgrace to note
that when matinee stars (many of
them highly controversial with in-
volvement in hobnobbing with
terrorist elements, accused of
trampling footpath dweller to
death under the wheels of car
being driven in an intoxicated
state or shooting endangered ani-
mals to death), cricketers and in-
dustrialists are awarded constant
limelight and regarded as "role
models" despite selfishly striving
for money and more money fame
and glamour; noble selfless gal-
lant hearted humanitarians like
Vinayak Lohani are simply ac-
corded cold shoulder. What a
sorry state of affairs dominating
this nation and society in general.
As a matter of fact, had the Nobel
Committee didn't honour a cer-
tain Kailash Satyarthi; we would
still have remained dark about
this real God who has been ren-
dering a yeoman's service to-
wards the safety and develop-

ment of the countless hapless
child labourers since decades,
that too often risking his life while
rescuing the innocent children
from the clutches of their ex-
ploiters and traffickers. And we
all know that even after that in-
ternational recognition of his
work, neither Satyarthi receives
the honour which he richly de-
serves in this country nor the vul-
nerable orphans and poorest of
poor children receive the security
food education and rights which
they are entitled of.

It is high time India learns to
identify its true heroes and role
models and offer helping hand to
these faceless Vinayak Lohanis
so that they can pursue their goal
with more success. The con-
cerned authorities should also
learn from Vinayaks about its
foremost duties and priorities and
at first take up the cause of
India's vulnerable children in-
stead of remaining immersed in
playing to the gallery of statues
film festivals Bullet trains temple
or religion.  And mention must
also be made of Arup Mukherjee -
-- a 48-year old Constable at-
tached with Kolkata Police.

Originally from a village named
Puncha in Purulia district of West
Bengal. 

Viewing the plight of the poor-
est of poor Sabar tribe, also fac-
ing continuous persecution being
branded as "criminal race"; Arup
has devoted his life to rehabilitate
the hapless children of the com-
munity by bringing them under
the ambit of education. So on the
strength of his initial savings of
Rs.2.5 lakh and a bank loan of an-
other lakh, Arup set up Nabadisha
Model School in 2011 which has
now become an institution pro-
viding education to more than 100
Sabar children between 4 and 15.
These poor children are also pro-
vided food and accommodation.
Inspite of being married and fa-
ther of two sons, Arup spends
about Rs.20000/- from his
"princely" salary of Rs.37000/-(as
in 2018) to run this school with
the full cooperation of family
members.  On the occasion of
Children's Day, the likes of
Kailash Satyarthi Vinayak Lohani
Arup Mukherjee deserve our sin-
cerest thanks for rendering un-
fathomable selfless service to
helpless little Gods.

Humble Tribute to the Messiahs of Children

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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MSME Pavilion

New Delhi: Union
Minister Narayan
Rane on Tuesday in-
augurated the MSME
Pavilion at the 41st
India International
Trade Fair here.
Speaking to PTI, the
Minister for Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME)
shared that 750
MSMEs have set up
stalls this year at the
Fair. Rane said that
the Fair will provide
an opportunity to
MSME entrepreneurs,
especially women,
SC/ST and entrepre-
neurs from aspira-
tional districts to
showcase their
skills/products and
create new opportuni-
ties for growth and be-
come self-reliant.

MCLR hike
New Delhi: State
Bank of India has
raised the marginal
cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR)
by 15 basis points
across tenors, making
most consumer loans
costlier for borrowers.
The revised rates
come into effect from
November 15, 2022.
The benchmark one-
year MCLR, which is
used as base for fixing
most of home, auto
and personal loans,
has been raised by 10
basis points (bps) to
8.05 per cent, as
against 7.95 per cent
earlier. Likewise, the
two-year and three-
year MCLRs have
been raised by 10 basis
points each to 8.25 per
cent and 8.35 per cent,
respectively, SBI said
in a notification on its
website.

NMP progress

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman reviewed
the progress of the
National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) in a
meeting here with top
officials from various
ministries and NITI
Aayog. The finance
minister in August
last year had an-
nounced a Rs 6 lakh
crore NMP aimed to
unlock value in infra-
structure assets across
sectors ranging from
power to road 
and railways.

FD rates
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on
Monday increased its
retail term deposit in-
terest rates by up to
100 basis points or 1
percentage point in
line with hardening
rates. Interest rates
have also been hiked
on bulk saving de-
posits of Rs 50 crore
and above to less than
Rs 200 crore by up to
25 basis points, BoB
said in a statement.
The 10-year and above
tenor domestic and
NRO (Non-Resident
Ordinary) term de-
posit will now offer an
interest of 6.10 per
cent, up from 5.10 per
cent earlier.

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das will hold
a meeting with CEOs of
public sector banks on
Wednesday to discuss is-
sues concerning slow de-
posit growth and sustain-
ability of high credit de-
mand. As per the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data,
deposits rose by 9.6 per
cent as compared to 10.2
per cent on a year-on-year
basis, while credit offtake
witnessed a jump of 17.9
per cent as against 6.5 per
cent a year ago.

According to an agenda
circulated for the meet-
ing, sources said, sustain-
ability, including pricing
and slow growth of de-
posits, would be dis-
cussed. There would be
deliberation on asset qual-
ity in the retail and

MSME segment, sources
said. Besides, the meeting
would also review the
functioning of Digital
Banking Units launched
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last
month.

The robust growth per-
formance in the first half
of the current fiscal has
been ably supported by a
well-capitalised banking
system that witnessed an
upswing in credit dis-

bursement to the retail,
industry and services seg-
ments. Non-food credit
growth almost doubled
from 8.7 per cent in March
2022 to 16.4 per cent in
September 2022, reflecting
not only an acceleration
in the growth of current
economic activities but
also an anticipation of
continued acceleration in
the future as well.

The growth in credit to
industries has been driv-
en by an increase in bank
credit to MSMEs aided by
the ECLG scheme. In
August, the Union
Cabinet approved an addi-
tional Rs 50,000 crore
under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) to en-
sure low-cost credit flow
to hospitality and related
segments hit hard by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

RBI Governor to meet
CEOs of banks today

To discuss slow deposit growth

Chennai, Nov 15: 

Ashok Leyland,
India’s leading commer-
cial vehicle manufactur-
er, launched a new ICV
platform named Partner
Super, designed with a
contemporary tiltable
day cabin and better ma-
noeuvrability. The mod-
els: 914, 1014 and 1114 in
the 9.15 tonne, 10.25
tonne and 11.28 tonne
GVW category respec-
tively, will address cus-
tomer needs in rated
load applications, like e-
commerce, beverage,
FMCG, white goods, par-
cel, fruits, etc., and seek
to provide better
mileage. “It is agile and
ensures better manoeu-
vrability in narrow/
congested roads,” Ashok
Leyland, the flagship
company of the Hinduja
Group, said. “The
growth in the ICV seg-
ment appears good and
is likely to grow by 40

per cent this year. By
next year we hope that it
will reach the pre-covid
level,” Sanjeev Kumar,
head MHCV, Ashok
Leyland, said at the
launch of the Partner
Super. The company is
exploring multiple op-
tions in introducing a
whole range of products

in alternate fuels like
CNG, LNG, hydrogen
and electric, said Alfred
Nixon, senior vice-presi-
dent, product develop-
ment, Ashok Leyland.
The company has a lega-
cy of introducing best-
in-class products that
cater to the needs of cus-
tomers and improves

customers’ total cost of
ownership, said Sanjeev
Kumar. “In an endeavour
to expand our product of-
ferings in the ICV seg-
ment to strengthen the
portfolio and meet the
ever-growing demands of
the customers, we have
introduced Partner
Super. We wish to keep
this momentum on to re-
alise our vision of being
amongst the top 10 CV
players globally by offer-
ing differentiated prod-
ucts,” he said.
Contemporary tiltable
day cabin apart, the key
features and advantages
of the Partner Super
platform include: best-
in-class payload, best-in-
class mileage, best-in-
class power (104 kW
(140hp)), loading span
options - 4.3 m (14 ft), 5.2
m (17 ft), 6.2 m (20 ft) and
6.8 m (22 ft), first year
free i-alert subscription
and 4-year & 4 lakh km
driveline warranty.

Ashok Leyland launches new 
ICV platform - Partner Super

(L-R) Alfred Nixon, Senior VP – Product development,
Ashok Leyland and Sanjeev Kumar, Head – MHCV,

Ashok Leyland at the Partner Super Launch, in Chennai.

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Market benchmark
Sensex climbed 248 points
to close at its all-time high
of 61,872 on Tuesday,
propped up by robust fag-
end buying in banking and
energy stocks amid a posi-
tive trend in global equi-
ties. A strengthening
rupee, encouraging domes-
tic inflation data and un-
abated foreign capital in-
flows further bolstered
sentiment, traders said.
After a see-saw session, the
30-share BSE Sensex rose
248.84 points or 0.40 per
cent to settle at 61,872.99 —
surpassing its previous
closing peak of 61,795.04 on
November 11. During the
day, the index witnessed a
high of 61,955.96 — its 52-
week intraday high — and

a low of 61,436.90. The
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 74.25 points or 0.41
per cent to finish at
18,403.40. “Following gains
in global equities, early
losses in the domestic mar-

ket were reversed, with
banking stocks steering
the recovery. Food and
commodity price declines
have helped to keep domes-
tic inflation below 7 per
cent. “Although the CPI

has continued to remain
above the RBI’s tolerance
limit of 6 per cent, it is esti-
mated that it will begin to
fall within the range from
Q1 FY24,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
PowerGrid topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart, ris-
ing 2.20 per cent, followed
by ICICI Bank, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
SBI, Dr Reddy’s, Titan,
M&M and HDFC Twins. In
contrast, Bajaj Finserv,
ITC, Reliance, Sun
Pharma and Nestle India
were among the laggards,
shedding up to 0.76 per
cent. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge
climbed 0.08 per cent and
smallcap index ended mar-
ginally higher by 0.01 per
cent.

Sensex rises 248 points to close at 
lifetime high; Nifty above 18,400

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

The rupee appreciated
by 17 paise to close at 81.11
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, on
positive domestic macro-
economic data and weak
American currency. Forex
traders said a firm trend
in domestic equities, sus-
tained foreign fund in-
flows and easing crude oil
prices also supported the
local unit. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local unit
opened at 81.18 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.04 and a low of 81.45
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.11, registering a
rise of 17 paise over its
previous close. On
Monday, the rupee depreci-

ated by 50 paise to close at
81.28 against the US cur-
rency. “Rupee opened on a
flat note and started to ap-
preciate in the latter half.
Momentum in the dollar
turned negative after one
of the Fed members hint-

ed towards a slower rate
hike process,” said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex
& Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.
On the domestic macro-
economic front, indicating
easing of the price situa-
tion, retail inflation mod-
erated to 6.7 per cent in
October while the whole-
sale price index-based in-
flation fell to a 19-month
low mainly on account of
subdued rates of food
items.

“Today focus will be on
the German economic sen-
timent and weaker-than-
expected data keep the
crosses weighed down,”
Somaiya said, adding, “we
expect the USDINR (spot)
to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 80.80
and 81.60.”

Rupee gains 17 paise to close 
at 81.11 against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Jaguar Land Rover,
India announced their
annual Holiday Service
Camp, exclusively for its
customers, from 14th to
19th November 2022
across all authorised re-
tailers in India. At the
camp, customers can ben-
efit from a comprehen-
sive vehicle check and ex-
clusive offers on Branded
Goods, Accessories and
Value-Added Services.
All vehicles will be at-
tended to by highly
trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians and re-
ceive the assurance of
Jaguar and Land Rover
Genuine Parts, where
necessary. The camp will
offer a 32-point Electronic
Vehicle Health Check-Up,
Brake and Wiper check,

Tyre and Fluid Level
check, as well as a com-
prehensive Battery
Health check, ensuring
every journey is made
safe and secure.

Rohit Suri, President
and Managing Director,
Jaguar Land Rover India,
said: “This holiday sea-
son, we welcome our cus-
tomers to get a compre-
hensive vehicle health in-
spection by highly

trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians. The
holiday service camp is a
useful program designed
to address the seasonal
needs of our customers.”

For customers with
chauffeurs, the service
camp will also include a
specially curated
Chauffeur Training
Program* that will cover
all aspects of driving and
vehicle maintenance.

Jaguar Land Rover announces
its Annual Holiday Service Camp 

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

In a grand ceremony ti-
tled “Unbottled - Towards a
Greener Future”, Mr S M
Vaidya, Chairman,
IndianOil, launched a spe-
cial “sustainable & green”
uniform exclusively de-
signed for nearly 3 lakh
IndianOil Fuel Station
Attendants and Indane
LPG Gas delivery person-
nel. The dress materials
for these uniforms have
been extracted from recy-
cled polyester derived from
the processing of used &
discarded PET bottles.
This initiative would sup-
port recycling about 405
tonnes of PET bottles,
equivalent to offsetting
over 20 million bottles
yearly. Renowned actor
and environmental activist
Ms Bhumi Pendekar also
graced the launch event.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr S M Vaidya said,
“These eco-friendly uni-
forms will shine as our
green commitment, and I
am delighted that our
frontline energy soldiers
will don them. About 8 mil-
lion metric tonnes of plas-
tic enter the ocean annual-
ly, and about 150 million

metric tonnes circulate in
our marine ecosystems. At
this pace, by 2050, there
will be more plastics in the
sea than fish. The conver-
sion of plastic bottles into
fabric is a beautiful exam-
ple of how diligent han-
dling of problems opens
doors to new opportuni-
ties.” Mr Vaidya also spoke

of IndianOil’s other eco-
conservation outreaches
like concerted drives to
protect the Indian Single
Horned Rhino and reintro-
duction of Cheetahs in
Indian forests after it went
extinct over seven decades
ago. He also reiterated
IndianOil’s commitment
to go Net Zero by 2046.

Indian Oil launches eco-friendly uniform
Made from discarded PET bottles

Pune, Nov 15: 

Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) has emerged as the
top performer among the
public sector lenders in
terms of the loan growth
in percentage terms dur-
ing the Second quarter of
2022-23.The Pune-head-
quartered lender recorded
a 28.62 per cent increase in
gross advances to Rs
1,48,216 crore at the end of
September 2022, according
to published quarterly
numbers of the public sec-
tor banks (PSBs).

It was followed by the
Union Bank of India with
21.54 per cent growth to Rs
7,52,469 crore. Country’s
largest lender State Bank
of India stood at third spot
with 18.15 per cent rise in

advances growth.In terms
of Retail-Agriculture-
MSME (RAM) loans BoM
has the highest growth of
22.31 per cent followed by
Bank of Baroda with 19.53
per cent and State Bank of
India at 16.51 per cent for
the period.

In terms of Total
Business Growth BoM reg-
istered a growth of 15.92
per cent for the Q2-2022-23
Half Yearly period with
Total Business of Rs
3,44,065 crore. Union Bank
of India had the highest
growth of 17.17% during
the period with Total
Business of Rs 17,95,464
crore. Bank of Baroda
stood at 3rd position in
terms of Total Business
Growth with 12.62% hav-
ing total Business Rs
16,75,704 crore for the peri-
od.

Bank of Maharashtra
tops list of PSU lenders 
 In Q2 loan growthNew Delhi, Nov 15:  

India’s exports entered
negative territory after a
gap of about two years, de-
clining sharply by 16.65
per cent to USD 29.78 bil-
lion in October, mainly
due to global demand slow-
down, even as trade deficit
widened to USD 26.91 bil-
lion, according to data re-
leased by the commerce
ministry on Tuesday. Key
export sectors, including
gems and jewellery, engi-
neering, petroleum prod-
ucts, ready-made gar-
ments of all textiles, chem-
icals, pharma, marine
products, and leather,
recorded negative growth
during October. Imports
during the month under
review rose by about 6 per
cent to USD 56.69 billion
on account of increase in

the inbound shipments of
crude oil and certain raw
materials such as cotton,
fertiliser and machinery.
During April-October
2022, exports recorded a
growth of 12.55 per cent to
USD 263.35 billion.
Imports rose 33.12 per cent
to USD 436.81 billion. The
merchandise trade deficit
for April-October 2022 was
estimated at USD 173.46
billion as against USD
94.16 billion in April-
October 2021, as per the
data. Trade deficit in
October 2021 was USD
17.91 billion.

Last time it was in
November 2020, when ex-
ports contracted by 8.74

per cent. Briefing media,
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said that
global headwinds are im-
pacting consumption
worldwide and that would
have an impact on India’s
exports as well. The World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) has projected that
the global trade growth
will rise by 3.5 per cent in
2022 but only one per cent
in 2023. India’s share in
global merchandise trade
is 1.8 per cent and in global
services, it is 4 per cent,
and there is a lot of poten-
tial to increase this, he
said.

“We should not be de-
pressed by the WTO fore-
cast,” the secretary said,
adding monetary tighten-
ing in the US and Europe
is impacting demand glob-
ally.

Exports decline sharply 
by 17 pc to USD 29.78 bn in Oct

 Trade deficit
widens to USD
26.91 bn

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

For the first time in the
118 years of its history, the
International Federation
of Accountants (IFAC), is
hosting the world congress
of accountants (WCOA)
later this week in the
megapolis. Like the
Olympics, the WCOA is
also held once in four
years the first meeting
was held in the US city of
St Louis in 1904— and the
megapolis is hosting the
21st congress from
November 18-21, the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI) president Debashis
Mitra said here on
Monday. The summit is
being organised under the
aegis of the International
Federation of
Accountants (IFAC), the
global body for the ac-

counting profession, he
said. The theme of the
congress, being held at the
Jio World Convention
Centre, is ‘building trust
and enabling sustainabili-
ty and the whole congress
will be a carbon neutral
event as it has around
8,000 tonnes of carbon
credits. Mitra said the
four-day session will have
35 sessions and over 150
speakers who include Lok
Sbaha speaker Om Birla,
commerce & industry
minister Piyush Goyal;
CAG Girish Chandra
Murmu; leading industri-
alists such as Reliance
Industries’ Mukesh
Ambani, Adani Group’s
Gautam Adani, SBI chair-
man Dinesh Khara, HDFC
chairman Deepak Parekh,
HUL chief executive
Sanjeev Mehta, HSBC
India head Hitendra Dave.

Mumbai to host world congress
of accountants from Friday
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MSME Pavilion

New Delhi: Union
Minister Narayan
Rane on Tuesday in-
augurated the MSME
Pavilion at the 41st
India International
Trade Fair here.
Speaking to PTI, the
Minister for Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME)
shared that 750
MSMEs have set up
stalls this year at the
Fair. Rane said that
the Fair will provide
an opportunity to
MSME entrepreneurs,
especially women,
SC/ST and entrepre-
neurs from aspira-
tional districts to
showcase their
skills/products and
create new opportuni-
ties for growth and be-
come self-reliant.

MCLR hike
New Delhi: State
Bank of India has
raised the marginal
cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR)
by 15 basis points
across tenors, making
most consumer loans
costlier for borrowers.
The revised rates
come into effect from
November 15, 2022.
The benchmark one-
year MCLR, which is
used as base for fixing
most of home, auto
and personal loans,
has been raised by 10
basis points (bps) to
8.05 per cent, as
against 7.95 per cent
earlier. Likewise, the
two-year and three-
year MCLRs have
been raised by 10 basis
points each to 8.25 per
cent and 8.35 per cent,
respectively, SBI said
in a notification on its
website.

NMP progress

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman reviewed
the progress of the
National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) in a
meeting here with top
officials from various
ministries and NITI
Aayog. The finance
minister in August
last year had an-
nounced a Rs 6 lakh
crore NMP aimed to
unlock value in infra-
structure assets across
sectors ranging from
power to road 
and railways.

FD rates
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on
Monday increased its
retail term deposit in-
terest rates by up to
100 basis points or 1
percentage point in
line with hardening
rates. Interest rates
have also been hiked
on bulk saving de-
posits of Rs 50 crore
and above to less than
Rs 200 crore by up to
25 basis points, BoB
said in a statement.
The 10-year and above
tenor domestic and
NRO (Non-Resident
Ordinary) term de-
posit will now offer an
interest of 6.10 per
cent, up from 5.10 per
cent earlier.

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das will hold
a meeting with CEOs of
public sector banks on
Wednesday to discuss is-
sues concerning slow de-
posit growth and sustain-
ability of high credit de-
mand. As per the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data,
deposits rose by 9.6 per
cent as compared to 10.2
per cent on a year-on-year
basis, while credit offtake
witnessed a jump of 17.9
per cent as against 6.5 per
cent a year ago.

According to an agenda
circulated for the meet-
ing, sources said, sustain-
ability, including pricing
and slow growth of de-
posits, would be dis-
cussed. There would be
deliberation on asset qual-
ity in the retail and

MSME segment, sources
said. Besides, the meeting
would also review the
functioning of Digital
Banking Units launched
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last
month.

The robust growth per-
formance in the first half
of the current fiscal has
been ably supported by a
well-capitalised banking
system that witnessed an
upswing in credit dis-

bursement to the retail,
industry and services seg-
ments. Non-food credit
growth almost doubled
from 8.7 per cent in March
2022 to 16.4 per cent in
September 2022, reflecting
not only an acceleration
in the growth of current
economic activities but
also an anticipation of
continued acceleration in
the future as well.

The growth in credit to
industries has been driv-
en by an increase in bank
credit to MSMEs aided by
the ECLG scheme. In
August, the Union
Cabinet approved an addi-
tional Rs 50,000 crore
under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) to en-
sure low-cost credit flow
to hospitality and related
segments hit hard by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

RBI Governor to meet
CEOs of banks today

To discuss slow deposit growth

Chennai, Nov 15: 

Ashok Leyland,
India’s leading commer-
cial vehicle manufactur-
er, launched a new ICV
platform named Partner
Super, designed with a
contemporary tiltable
day cabin and better ma-
noeuvrability. The mod-
els: 914, 1014 and 1114 in
the 9.15 tonne, 10.25
tonne and 11.28 tonne
GVW category respec-
tively, will address cus-
tomer needs in rated
load applications, like e-
commerce, beverage,
FMCG, white goods, par-
cel, fruits, etc., and seek
to provide better
mileage. “It is agile and
ensures better manoeu-
vrability in narrow/
congested roads,” Ashok
Leyland, the flagship
company of the Hinduja
Group, said. “The
growth in the ICV seg-
ment appears good and
is likely to grow by 40

per cent this year. By
next year we hope that it
will reach the pre-covid
level,” Sanjeev Kumar,
head MHCV, Ashok
Leyland, said at the
launch of the Partner
Super. The company is
exploring multiple op-
tions in introducing a
whole range of products

in alternate fuels like
CNG, LNG, hydrogen
and electric, said Alfred
Nixon, senior vice-presi-
dent, product develop-
ment, Ashok Leyland.
The company has a lega-
cy of introducing best-
in-class products that
cater to the needs of cus-
tomers and improves

customers’ total cost of
ownership, said Sanjeev
Kumar. “In an endeavour
to expand our product of-
ferings in the ICV seg-
ment to strengthen the
portfolio and meet the
ever-growing demands of
the customers, we have
introduced Partner
Super. We wish to keep
this momentum on to re-
alise our vision of being
amongst the top 10 CV
players globally by offer-
ing differentiated prod-
ucts,” he said.
Contemporary tiltable
day cabin apart, the key
features and advantages
of the Partner Super
platform include: best-
in-class payload, best-in-
class mileage, best-in-
class power (104 kW
(140hp)), loading span
options - 4.3 m (14 ft), 5.2
m (17 ft), 6.2 m (20 ft) and
6.8 m (22 ft), first year
free i-alert subscription
and 4-year & 4 lakh km
driveline warranty.

Ashok Leyland launches new 
ICV platform - Partner Super

(L-R) Alfred Nixon, Senior VP – Product development,
Ashok Leyland and Sanjeev Kumar, Head – MHCV,

Ashok Leyland at the Partner Super Launch, in Chennai.

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Market benchmark
Sensex climbed 248 points
to close at its all-time high
of 61,872 on Tuesday,
propped up by robust fag-
end buying in banking and
energy stocks amid a posi-
tive trend in global equi-
ties. A strengthening
rupee, encouraging domes-
tic inflation data and un-
abated foreign capital in-
flows further bolstered
sentiment, traders said.
After a see-saw session, the
30-share BSE Sensex rose
248.84 points or 0.40 per
cent to settle at 61,872.99 —
surpassing its previous
closing peak of 61,795.04 on
November 11. During the
day, the index witnessed a
high of 61,955.96 — its 52-
week intraday high — and

a low of 61,436.90. The
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 74.25 points or 0.41
per cent to finish at
18,403.40. “Following gains
in global equities, early
losses in the domestic mar-

ket were reversed, with
banking stocks steering
the recovery. Food and
commodity price declines
have helped to keep domes-
tic inflation below 7 per
cent. “Although the CPI

has continued to remain
above the RBI’s tolerance
limit of 6 per cent, it is esti-
mated that it will begin to
fall within the range from
Q1 FY24,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
PowerGrid topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart, ris-
ing 2.20 per cent, followed
by ICICI Bank, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
SBI, Dr Reddy’s, Titan,
M&M and HDFC Twins. In
contrast, Bajaj Finserv,
ITC, Reliance, Sun
Pharma and Nestle India
were among the laggards,
shedding up to 0.76 per
cent. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge
climbed 0.08 per cent and
smallcap index ended mar-
ginally higher by 0.01 per
cent.

Sensex rises 248 points to close at 
lifetime high; Nifty above 18,400

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

The rupee appreciated
by 17 paise to close at 81.11
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, on
positive domestic macro-
economic data and weak
American currency. Forex
traders said a firm trend
in domestic equities, sus-
tained foreign fund in-
flows and easing crude oil
prices also supported the
local unit. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local unit
opened at 81.18 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.04 and a low of 81.45
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.11, registering a
rise of 17 paise over its
previous close. On
Monday, the rupee depreci-

ated by 50 paise to close at
81.28 against the US cur-
rency. “Rupee opened on a
flat note and started to ap-
preciate in the latter half.
Momentum in the dollar
turned negative after one
of the Fed members hint-

ed towards a slower rate
hike process,” said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex
& Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.
On the domestic macro-
economic front, indicating
easing of the price situa-
tion, retail inflation mod-
erated to 6.7 per cent in
October while the whole-
sale price index-based in-
flation fell to a 19-month
low mainly on account of
subdued rates of food
items.

“Today focus will be on
the German economic sen-
timent and weaker-than-
expected data keep the
crosses weighed down,”
Somaiya said, adding, “we
expect the USDINR (spot)
to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 80.80
and 81.60.”

Rupee gains 17 paise to close 
at 81.11 against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Jaguar Land Rover,
India announced their
annual Holiday Service
Camp, exclusively for its
customers, from 14th to
19th November 2022
across all authorised re-
tailers in India. At the
camp, customers can ben-
efit from a comprehen-
sive vehicle check and ex-
clusive offers on Branded
Goods, Accessories and
Value-Added Services.
All vehicles will be at-
tended to by highly
trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians and re-
ceive the assurance of
Jaguar and Land Rover
Genuine Parts, where
necessary. The camp will
offer a 32-point Electronic
Vehicle Health Check-Up,
Brake and Wiper check,

Tyre and Fluid Level
check, as well as a com-
prehensive Battery
Health check, ensuring
every journey is made
safe and secure.

Rohit Suri, President
and Managing Director,
Jaguar Land Rover India,
said: “This holiday sea-
son, we welcome our cus-
tomers to get a compre-
hensive vehicle health in-
spection by highly

trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians. The
holiday service camp is a
useful program designed
to address the seasonal
needs of our customers.”

For customers with
chauffeurs, the service
camp will also include a
specially curated
Chauffeur Training
Program* that will cover
all aspects of driving and
vehicle maintenance.

Jaguar Land Rover announces
its Annual Holiday Service Camp 

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

In a grand ceremony ti-
tled “Unbottled - Towards a
Greener Future”, Mr S M
Vaidya, Chairman,
IndianOil, launched a spe-
cial “sustainable & green”
uniform exclusively de-
signed for nearly 3 lakh
IndianOil Fuel Station
Attendants and Indane
LPG Gas delivery person-
nel. The dress materials
for these uniforms have
been extracted from recy-
cled polyester derived from
the processing of used &
discarded PET bottles.
This initiative would sup-
port recycling about 405
tonnes of PET bottles,
equivalent to offsetting
over 20 million bottles
yearly. Renowned actor
and environmental activist
Ms Bhumi Pendekar also
graced the launch event.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr S M Vaidya said,
“These eco-friendly uni-
forms will shine as our
green commitment, and I
am delighted that our
frontline energy soldiers
will don them. About 8 mil-
lion metric tonnes of plas-
tic enter the ocean annual-
ly, and about 150 million

metric tonnes circulate in
our marine ecosystems. At
this pace, by 2050, there
will be more plastics in the
sea than fish. The conver-
sion of plastic bottles into
fabric is a beautiful exam-
ple of how diligent han-
dling of problems opens
doors to new opportuni-
ties.” Mr Vaidya also spoke

of IndianOil’s other eco-
conservation outreaches
like concerted drives to
protect the Indian Single
Horned Rhino and reintro-
duction of Cheetahs in
Indian forests after it went
extinct over seven decades
ago. He also reiterated
IndianOil’s commitment
to go Net Zero by 2046.

Indian Oil launches eco-friendly uniform
Made from discarded PET bottles

Pune, Nov 15: 

Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) has emerged as the
top performer among the
public sector lenders in
terms of the loan growth
in percentage terms dur-
ing the Second quarter of
2022-23.The Pune-head-
quartered lender recorded
a 28.62 per cent increase in
gross advances to Rs
1,48,216 crore at the end of
September 2022, according
to published quarterly
numbers of the public sec-
tor banks (PSBs).

It was followed by the
Union Bank of India with
21.54 per cent growth to Rs
7,52,469 crore. Country’s
largest lender State Bank
of India stood at third spot
with 18.15 per cent rise in

advances growth.In terms
of Retail-Agriculture-
MSME (RAM) loans BoM
has the highest growth of
22.31 per cent followed by
Bank of Baroda with 19.53
per cent and State Bank of
India at 16.51 per cent for
the period.

In terms of Total
Business Growth BoM reg-
istered a growth of 15.92
per cent for the Q2-2022-23
Half Yearly period with
Total Business of Rs
3,44,065 crore. Union Bank
of India had the highest
growth of 17.17% during
the period with Total
Business of Rs 17,95,464
crore. Bank of Baroda
stood at 3rd position in
terms of Total Business
Growth with 12.62% hav-
ing total Business Rs
16,75,704 crore for the peri-
od.

Bank of Maharashtra
tops list of PSU lenders 
 In Q2 loan growthNew Delhi, Nov 15:  

India’s exports entered
negative territory after a
gap of about two years, de-
clining sharply by 16.65
per cent to USD 29.78 bil-
lion in October, mainly
due to global demand slow-
down, even as trade deficit
widened to USD 26.91 bil-
lion, according to data re-
leased by the commerce
ministry on Tuesday. Key
export sectors, including
gems and jewellery, engi-
neering, petroleum prod-
ucts, ready-made gar-
ments of all textiles, chem-
icals, pharma, marine
products, and leather,
recorded negative growth
during October. Imports
during the month under
review rose by about 6 per
cent to USD 56.69 billion
on account of increase in

the inbound shipments of
crude oil and certain raw
materials such as cotton,
fertiliser and machinery.
During April-October
2022, exports recorded a
growth of 12.55 per cent to
USD 263.35 billion.
Imports rose 33.12 per cent
to USD 436.81 billion. The
merchandise trade deficit
for April-October 2022 was
estimated at USD 173.46
billion as against USD
94.16 billion in April-
October 2021, as per the
data. Trade deficit in
October 2021 was USD
17.91 billion.

Last time it was in
November 2020, when ex-
ports contracted by 8.74

per cent. Briefing media,
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said that
global headwinds are im-
pacting consumption
worldwide and that would
have an impact on India’s
exports as well. The World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) has projected that
the global trade growth
will rise by 3.5 per cent in
2022 but only one per cent
in 2023. India’s share in
global merchandise trade
is 1.8 per cent and in global
services, it is 4 per cent,
and there is a lot of poten-
tial to increase this, he
said.

“We should not be de-
pressed by the WTO fore-
cast,” the secretary said,
adding monetary tighten-
ing in the US and Europe
is impacting demand glob-
ally.

Exports decline sharply 
by 17 pc to USD 29.78 bn in Oct

 Trade deficit
widens to USD
26.91 bn

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

For the first time in the
118 years of its history, the
International Federation
of Accountants (IFAC), is
hosting the world congress
of accountants (WCOA)
later this week in the
megapolis. Like the
Olympics, the WCOA is
also held once in four
years the first meeting
was held in the US city of
St Louis in 1904— and the
megapolis is hosting the
21st congress from
November 18-21, the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI) president Debashis
Mitra said here on
Monday. The summit is
being organised under the
aegis of the International
Federation of
Accountants (IFAC), the
global body for the ac-

counting profession, he
said. The theme of the
congress, being held at the
Jio World Convention
Centre, is ‘building trust
and enabling sustainabili-
ty and the whole congress
will be a carbon neutral
event as it has around
8,000 tonnes of carbon
credits. Mitra said the
four-day session will have
35 sessions and over 150
speakers who include Lok
Sbaha speaker Om Birla,
commerce & industry
minister Piyush Goyal;
CAG Girish Chandra
Murmu; leading industri-
alists such as Reliance
Industries’ Mukesh
Ambani, Adani Group’s
Gautam Adani, SBI chair-
man Dinesh Khara, HDFC
chairman Deepak Parekh,
HUL chief executive
Sanjeev Mehta, HSBC
India head Hitendra Dave.

Mumbai to host world congress
of accountants from Friday



ACROSS

1. Robbins and Allen

5. Roberts and Clapton

10. Oodles (2 wds.)

14. Sailing

15. Papas’ partners

16. Judge’s gown

17. Lacking fat

18. Excessive use of power

20. Divine

22. Hues

23. Koppel and Turner

24. Author ____ Fleming

25. Trapped

29. Snooty person

31. Blouse

34. Golfer ____ Woods

35. Yet, to a poet

36. Lounge

37. Sandra Day ____

40. Accompanies

42. Patch up

43. Lakers’ league (abbr.)

45. Fixed prices

46. Interfere

47. Snip

48. Unruffled

49. Attempt

50. Lacking color

52. Potato state

55. Cellular ____

60. Change a room’s design

62. Healing plant

63. Partly open

64. Put back to zero

65. Film holder

66. Title

67. Bar drinks

68. Velvety growth

DOWN

1. Body powder

2. Enlightened one’s words (2 wds.)

3. Lunch, e.g.

4. Rational

5. Overacted

6. Speedy

7. Stalemate

8. Poet ____ Sandburg

9. Compass reading (abbr.)

10. Criminal burning

11. Cut of meat

12. Wind instrument

13. Hamilton bills

19. Guess

21. Severe

24. Charged atoms

25. Walk heavily

26. More pleasant

27. Pain
28. Pull apart
30. Originally named
31. Pastry
32. Frequently
33. Old hat
36. Skyrocket
38. Exclusively
39. Slugger’s stat
41. Crawl
44. Pacify
47. Gator’s cousin
48. Rains ice
49. Yonder
51. Change
52. Mideast nation
53. ____ vu
54. Eden dweller
55. Birch or spruce
56. Injure
57. Butter alternative
58. Nays
59. Lampreys
61. Globe
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TT his week, &TV viewers will
witness some interesting

twists in the shows Doosri Maa,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa, Ashok shares,
“Malti (Anita Pradhan) hands
over the old utensils to Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) and instructs her to
feed Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) in them. Yashoda
and Ashok (Mohit Dagga) speak
out against it, but nothing hap-
pens. Their daughters, Aastha
and Nupur, become insecure
when they see their parents'
love for Krishna. To evict
Krishna, they steal his blanket
while he is sleeping and turn on
the fan to make him uncomfort-
able. On the other hand,
Yashoda wakes up in the middle

of the night, finds Krishna's
blanket in the corridor, and puts
it back on him, infuriating
Aastha and Nupur even more.
The next day, a drama ensues
over Krishna using the indoor
bathroom, and Ashok manages
to persuade them to allow
Krishna to use the outdoor bath-
room. To trouble Krishna, Kamini
also makes him do her work,
which Yashoda comes in
between and stops. Kamini
decides to know more about
Krishna and begins searching his
bag, where she discovers Mala's
photograph. Will everyone find
out about his past?”
About &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Daroga Happu Singh
shares, “Happu's (Yogesh
Tripathi) children insist on going

to the movies on Children's Day.
Happu informs Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak) about it and expresses
concern about the cost; Rajesh
suggests taking them to a zoo
instead, which is less expensive.
Happu tells his children that he
will take them to the zoo to see
a tiger. When he calls the Zoo
manager to schedule their visits,
he is informed that there are no
tigers in the zoo because they
have all been relocated to the
jungles of Madhya Pradesh.
Happu becomes tense and starts
thinking about a solution. After a
while, Bimlesh (Sapna Sikarwar)
arrives at their house and com-
plains about Beni (Vishwanath
Chatterjee), telling Rajesh, "Bas
mere saamne sher bane phirte
hain."Happu overhears their
conversations and produces a
plan. He approaches Beni and
requests that he dress up as a
tiger for a day at the Zoo. He
also persuades them to agree to
do whatever it takes to make the
children happy.  

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000  ppmm,,
HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000
ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt
1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Interesting twists
in &TV shows

Asmita Sood
gets candid
about new show
'Janam Janam
ka Sath'

'Dil Hi Toh Hai' actress Ashmita
Sood, who plays a negative char-
acter in the show, 'Janam Janam
ka Sath', said that she loves being
part of it. "I think the title of the
show 'Janam Janam Ka Sath' is
very apt because it brings out the

exact idea of what the story is
about which is reincarnation. I like

the title a lot. The story of the show
revolves around three characters, and is

about love and hate. It's a story about
how life has transcended overtime

and there are things and emotions
that have still been carried over
to the next life," she said. She
added: "I will be seen in a nega-
tive role for the very first time.
This time, I

thought of experimenting a little where
I am making life difficult for the lead
actors because I am a very possessive
person." However, Asmita doesn't asso-
ciate much with her character, she said:
"Honestly, I don't relate with my char-
acter because she's negative but there
are some possessive things that I might
accept if I was in a relationship in real
life too. I guess we all have little of
Trishala in us. It might not be that
intense but I guess we all are possessive
for the people we love. But this was
what made me sign up. The graph of my
character was what attracted me." She
added: "Playing a lead role is a lot of
responsibility, there is a lot on your
shoulders. But, this time, I am not feel-
ing any pressure because I am enjoying
my journey. As long as all three of us
enjoy the process, it's going to be fun."
Meanwhile, Asmita is not one to get
affected by competition. "There's a lot
of competition but more than that is a
lot of opportunities. There's web,
shows, festival films, regional films. The
boundaries between all the mediums
are blurring and it gives a lot of oppor-

tunities. So, I wouldn't call it a compe-
tition but an opportunity for

actors," she concluded.

Emily Blunt slams 
‘strong female lead’ label:

I’m bored of it
A ctress Emily Blunt during a recent in-

terview rejected the term strong fe-
male character and said she's "bored" of
getting scripts where her character is la-
beled a "strong female lead." "It's the
worst thing ever when you open a script
and read the words 'strong female lead,'"
Blunt told The Telegraph (via
IndieWire), reports 'Variety'. "That
makes me roll my eyes. I'm already
out. I'm bored. Those roles are written
as incredibly stoic, you spend the
whole time acting tough and saying
tough things." Blunt said that her
latest character, Cornelia on the
western revenge series 'The
English', is far "more surpris-
ing" than what the simplified
"strong female lead" label de-
scribes. "She's innocent with-
out being naive and that
makes her a force to be reck-
oned with," the actor
added."The English" stars
Blunt as a frontier woman
hellbent on avenging the
death of her son. Cornelia
partners with an indige-
nous farmer named Eli

(Chaske Spencer), who is also on a mis-
sion of revenge in order to reclaim his
land. "I love a character with a secret,"

Blunt said. "And I loved Cornelia's
buoyancy, her hopefulness, her

guilelessness... She startles Eli out
of his silence and their differ-
ences become irrelevant because
they need each other to survive.
I thought that was very cool."
Blunt joins a growing list of fe-
male actors who have spoken out
against the "strong female lead"
label. "She-Hulk: Attorney at

Law" actor Tatiana Maslany
told The Guardian in August

that it's "frustrating" for
roles to be reduced to that
one "strong" trait. "It's re-
ductive," Maslany added.
"It's just as much a shav-
ing off of all the nuances,
and just as much of a
trope. It's a box that no-
body fits into. Even the
phrase is frustrating.
It's as if we're sup-
posed to be grateful
that we get to be that."

Full throttle: Hrithik Roshan
starts shooting for ‘Fighter’
BB ollywood star Hrithik Roshan, who was most recently seen in

'Vikram Vedha', has finally started the shoot of his next
movie 'Fighter' in which he will share the screen with Deepika
Padukone. The movie, which will be directed by Hrithik's 'War'
director, Siddharth Anand, will also star Anil Kapoor in the lead.
Taking to social media, Marflix Productions, the banner producing
'Fighter', shared a picture of Hrithik Roshan along with director
Siddharth Anand flying off for the shoot. In the caption, they wrote
"And it begins". #FIGHTER (sic)." 'Fighter', which is an aerial
action film, marks the first ever on-screen collaboration of Deepika
Padukone and Hrithik Roshan and the actor's third collaboration
with director Siddharth Anand after 'Bang Bang' and 'War'. The
makers of the film are eyeing for the January 25, 2024 release of
the film in theatres. Earlier, Hrithik had taken to his Instagram, to
share a new poster which he captioned: "25th January 2024 - see
you at the theatres! #Fighter." Deepika, on the other hand, cap-
tioned the post, "Fasten your seat-belts! #FIGHTER, India's first
aerial action film, releases on 25th January 2024 (sic)."

AA ctor Arbaaz Khan who
is currently basking in

the success of his recent
release 'Tanaav' and is now
all set to be seen as a pro-
ducer for 'Patna Shukla'. The
Dabangg series maker
Arbaaz is excited to shoot in
the city of lakes, Bhopal.

Talking about the film, pro-
ducer Arbaaz Khan said, "We
had great fun shooting,
seems like the perfect start.
The shoot of ‘Patna Shukla’
the film has started at its
designated location. And the
story of the film revolves
around the city.”

He further added, “Patna
Shukla is a very interesting
story, about a common
woman’s, uncommon fight.
Her grit. The film is just a
perfect fit. I am looking for-
ward to working with the
whole powerhouse cast.”

'Patna Shukla' is a com-
pelling Social Drama that
stars Raveena Tandon,
Chandan Roy Sanyal, Satish
Kaushik, Manav Vij, Jatin
Goswami, and Anushka
Kaushik.

On the work front, Arbaaz
Khan was last seen in
‘Tanaav‘ web series, which is
currently streaming on Sony
LIV.

Arbaaz Khan excited to
shoot for ‘Patna Shukla’

AA man Verma is a promi-
nent name in the televi-

sion fraternity. He is well-
know for his dominating and
grey characters. He has
appeared in multiple dramas
and shows. It’s reported that
Aman Verma is returning to
TV after 6 years of long break
with Star Bharat’s Aashao Ka
Savera….Dheere Dheere Se.  
Aman Verma has been locked

by the creators to play a piv-
otal role in the show along-
side Reena Kapoor and Rahil
Azam in lead roles. He will be
portraying the character of
Bhanu who is dominating in
nature and the senior most
person in Shrivastav’s family.
Aman’s character is said to
be important in the show as
he plays a very pivotal part. 
The show will portray a story
of two individuals Bhavna
played by Reena Kapoor and
Raghav played by Rahil Azam
who are polar opposite of
each other but destiny will
put them in each other’s life
giving them another chance
to find love again. 
TToo  kknnooww  mmoorree  kkeeeepp  wwaattcchh
AAaasshhaaoo  KKaa  SSaavveerraa……..DDhheeeerree
DDhheeeerree  SSee  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr
BBhhaarraatt  ccoommiinngg  ssoooonn..

Aman Verma returns to TV
with ‘Aashao Ka

Savera…Dheere Dheere Se’ A fter much ambiguity
and constant tussle

of 'yes' or 'no', it's sorted
that Aamir Khan will be a
part of "Champions" but,
here's the catch - the actor
will be working on the
project in the capacity of a
producer. News about
Aamir Khan's upcoming
project "Champions" has
been doing the rounds for
a while. The actor, who
was most recently seen in
"Laal Singh Chaddha",
was in Delhi recently for
his childhood friend's
event. There, the actor
made the revelation about
the project. The actor ex-
pressed his thoughts about
being in the producer's
chair for the film. "It's a
wonderful script, it's a
beautiful story, and it's a
very heartwarming and
lovely film but I feel I want

to take a break. I want to
be with my family, I want
to be with my mom and
my kids," Aamir said. "I
will be producing
'Champions' because I re-
ally believe in the film, I
think it's a great story."

The film will be co-
produced by Aamir
Khan Productions along
with Sony Pictures
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Productions, India, and
200NotOut Productions.

Aamir Khan to 
produce 'Champions'
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New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

Experienced dragflicker
Harmanpreet Singh will
lead a 23-member Indian
men’s hockey team in the
upcoming tour of
Australia, Hockey India
said on Tuesday. India will
play five matches against
Australia, beginning
November 26 in Adelaide,
as part of their prepara-
tion for next year’s World
Cup. The FIH showpiece

will be held from January
13 to 29 in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela. While
Harmanpreet will lead the
team, Amit Rohidas has
been picked as the vice-
captain for the upcoming
matches. “The upcoming
tour to Australia is a good
opportunity for us to test
ourselves against one of
the top contenders at the
upcoming FIH Odisha
Hockey Men’s World Cup
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela

2023,” Indian hockey chief
coach Graham Reid said
in a release. “We have
picked a solid line of expe-
rienced players who we be-
lieve can help us in getting
the desired results. We
have also infused the team
with a blend of youngsters
to give them exposure of
top-level competition and
test the depth of our
squad.” In the forward
line, Mandeep Singh has
been included along with

Dilpreet Singh, Abhishek
and Sukhjeet Singh.
Gurjant Singh, Akashdeep
Singh, Mohd. Raheel
Mouseen, Rajkumar Pal,
Nilakanta Sharma,
Shamsher Singh, Hardik
Singh, Manpreet Singh,
and Sumit have been in-
cluded in the midfield for
the tour. In defence, Varun
Kumar makes a return to
the team after missing the
FIH Pro League matches
against New Zealand and

Spain in Bhubaneswar.
Jarmanpreet Singh,
Surender Kumar,
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit
Rohidas, Jugraj Singh,
Mandeep Mor, and Nilam
Sanjeep Xess form the re-
maining backline.

Harmanpreet led the
Indian team to twin wins
over New Zealand in the
recent FIH Pro League,
while finishing 1-1 against
Spain in the double leg
contest.

Hockey India names 23-member
Indian men’s team for Australia tour

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::  One of
the most accomplished names
in T20 cricket, Kieron Pollard,
on Tuesday called time on his
IPL playing career after 13 sea-
sons with league giants
Mumbai Indians. The 35-year-
old wanted to carry on playing
for a few more years but decid-
ed to retire from IPL after dis-
cussion with the five-time
champions. Pollard, who has
3412 IPL runs in 189 matches,
had made his MI debut back in
2010. However, his strong asso-
ciation with the franchise
remains as he will be the team’s
new batting coach. “It hasn’t
been the easiest decision to
make as I intend to keep playing
for a few more years, but fol-

lowing discussions with
Mumbai Indians have decided
to call time on my IPL career,”
said Pollard in a statement. “I
understand that this incredible
franchise which has achieved so
much needs to transition and if
I’m no longer to play for MI then
I cannot see myself playing
against MI either.’Once an MI
always an MI”. Pollard, howev-
er, will be playing for MI-owned
franchise in the inaugural
International League T20 in the
United Arab Emirates. “This is
not an emotional goodbye to MI

however as I have agreed to
take up the role of batting
coach in the IPL as well as play
with MI Emirates. “This next
chapter of my career is gen-
uinely exciting and allows me to
transition myself too from play-
ing to coaching. I am immense-
ly proud, honoured and blessed
to have represented the biggest
and most successful team in the
IPL for the past 13 seasons. “It
was always an aspiration to
play for this fantastic team and
although I will miss the buzz of
the IPL you get as a player, I
take comfort in knowing that I
have been fortunate enough to
have played with some of the
best players in the world in
front of our passionate fans.”

calls time
on IPL
career

Pollard

 Remain with
Mumbai Indians as
batting coach

Wellington, Nov 15 (PTI):

England’s phenomenal
success in white-ball crick-
et has forced rivals to con-
sider different set of play-
ers and coaches for the
limited overs game and
Tests but New Zealand
skipper Kane Williamson
feels only a team with a big
talent pool can afford to
take that route.
Williamson was referring
to the vast reserve of play-
ers that a side like India
possesses and a smaller
nation like New Zealand
doesn’t. At the moment,
England is the only major

cricket team to have differ-
ent coaches with Brendon
McCullum in charge of
the Test side and Matthew
Mott guiding the white-
ball cricketers. “With the
volume of cricket happen-
ing, that is definitely a
challenge not just for the
players but for the support
staff too,” Williamson said
in a virtual media interac-
tion ahead of the limited
overs series against India
beginning here on Friday.

“You are playing games
every two or three days
and that absolutely has its
challenges and you see
more and more around the
world where formats are
split and once again there
is a balance to strike.

“Some nations with
larger player pools have
more of an opportunity to
do that and other sides
have other challenges. You
are always trying to bal-
ance that out and make
sure guys are fresh.”

Williamson, whose team
lost in the T20 World Cup
semis last week, was also
asked if tournament
champions England have
set the template on how
the shortest format should
be played.

“There are so many
strong T20 sides and we
saw it in this tournament
more so than any other.
There were a number of
upsets. The English team
plays a strong brand of
cricket which is aggres-
sive and suits the balance
of their side and every
team is always trying to
work around its strength
and play according to
those to put out its best
performance.

Only teams with big talent pool 
can have different players for white

and red ball cricket: Williamson Sao Paulo, Nov 15 (AP):

Wingers, false nines, tar-
get men and center for-
wards in the Brazil squad
for the World Cup are giv-
ing coach Tite a nice selec-
tion headache up front.

As the five-time champi-
on aims to win the title for
the first time in 20 years,
Tite also knows his attack
has limited experience on
the sport’s biggest stage.
That’s something which
he hopes will be offset by
an abundance of skill,
speed and aggressiveness
to worry or terrify oppos-
ing defenses.

Tite will have almost a
week of training in Turin,
Italy, to tune up.

The nine forwards in
the 26-man squad are

Neymar, Vinicius Jr.,
Rodrygo, Richarlison,
Raphinha, Antony, Gabriel
Jesus, Gabriel Martinelli
and Pedro.

Only Neymar, from the
2014 and 2018 World Cups,
and Jesus, Brazil’s start-
ing striker four years ago
in Russia, have experience
in the tournament. The
other seven will make
their World Cup debuts in
Qatar.

Tite has said he plans to
use all nine. The main de-
cision is where to play
Neymar, a regular starter
for 10 years. The coach has
leaned toward a formation
with Neymar adopting a
midfield role in support of
the attack, like “a bow be-
hind three arrows,” ac-
cording to Tite. With

Neymar as a midfielder-
striker, Brazil’s most
promising starting lineup
has included Vinicius on
the left, Richarlison as a
target man, and Raphinha
on the right. Many expect
that to be the chosen op-
tion in the opening match
against Serbia on Nov. 24.
Switzerland and
Cameroon are also in
Group G.

The alternative would
be to place Lucas Paquet
on the left in a position
where he could move into
the midfield. That was
often the case in World
Cup qualifying but Brazil
would be choosing a player
who is recovering from a
shoulder injury over
Vinicius, who scored the
winner for Real Madrid in

the Champions League
final this year. “Brazil was
very predictable for a
while due to its dependen-
cy on Neymar,” Brazil
great Zico said in
September. “Now he is just
the icing on the cake, the
guy who will deliver some-
thing extra. Brazil has
other players up front. A
lot of players.”

Richarlison, who has
seven goals for Brazil in
his last seven internation-
als, will likely have
Neymar behind him.
Vinicius or Paquet and
Raphinha will be allowed
to focus on their attacking
skills because the likely
left and right backs, Alex
Sandro and Danilo, are ex-
pected to play more defen-
sively.

Not just Neymar: Tite plans Brazil’s attack at World Cup

(From L) Brazil’s forward Vinicius Junior, Brazil’s
midfielder Fred, Brazil’s defender Alex Sandro and
Brazil’s defender Dani Alves attend a training
session along with their coach  Tite.

Turin, Nov 15 (AP):

Novak Djokovic beat
Stefanos Tsitsipas for the
ninth straight time by 6-4,
7-6 (4) in the players’ open-
ing match at the ATP
Finals. Djokovic has beat-
en Tsitsipas in his third
straight tournament fol-
lowing wins in Astana,
Kazakhstan and at the
Paris Masters.

“All the matches we’ve
played have been decided
by two or three points and
that was again the case
tonight,” Djokovic said.

He broke Tsitsipas in
the opening game and held
from there to close out the
first set. “A break in these

conditions is decisive,”
Djokovic said of the fast
indoor court.

A cross-court backhand
passing shot winner that
landed on the line helped
Djokovic move ahead in

the second-set tiebreaker.
Tsitsipas won two of his

first three career matches
against Djokovic but has-
n’t beaten the 21-time
Grand Slam winner in
more than three years.

Earlier, Andrey Rublev
won a 37-shot rally on his
fifth match point to seal a
6-7 (7), 6-3, 7-6 (7) win over
fellow Russian Daniil
Medvedev in the other Red
Group match.

Following his win,
Rublev wrote “Peace,
Peace, Peace, All we need,”
on a TV camera lens in an
apparent reference to the
war in Ukraine.

Rublev and Medvedev
along with all Russian and
Belarus tennis players
have been competing with-
out their flag or country
next to their names as part
of widespread sports sanc-
tions due to Russia’s war
with Ukraine.

Djokovic beats Tsitsipas for 
9th straight time at ATP Finals Wellington, Nov 15 (PTI):

The seasoned Martin
Guptill and Trent Boult
were on Tuesday dropped
from New Zealand’s squad
for the home limited overs
series against India, begin-
ning here on November 18.

Opener Guptill has been
dropped to accommodate
rising star Finn Allen
while New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) decided to
give others an opportunity
in the six-match series
ahead of Boult, who has
opted out of a central con-
tract with the board.

Allen is primed to face
India for the first time
after being confirmed in
both BLACKCAPS squads
for the series.

The 23-year-old Allen
has already played 23 T20s

and eight ODIs, amassing
five half-centuries and a
hundred.

In Boult’s absence, Tim
Southee, Matt Henry
(ODIs only), Lockie

Ferguson, Blair Tickner
and Adam Milne form the
pace attack.

Milne is in line to play
his first ODI since 2017,
building on his return to

the T20 International
arena during the recent
Tri Series and last year’s
T20 World Cup in the UAE.

Head coach Gary Stead
said it was never easy leav-
ing out the experience of
Boult and Guptill but the
team had to keep looking
ahead.

“When Trent opted out
of his NZC contract in
August, we indicated that
priority would be given to
those players with either
central or domestic con-
tracts, and that’s been the
case here,” he said in a
statement.

“We’re all aware of
Trent’s world class ability,
but at this time - as we
build towards more global
events, we want to give op-
portunities and experi-
ences to others.

Guptill, Boult dropped for series against India

Bengaluru, Nov 15 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu defeated
Chhattisgarh by 14 runs
for their second win in
Group C in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on
Tuesday.

Sent into bat by the op-
position captain Harpreet
Singh Bhatia, TN openers
B Sai Sudharsan (121, 109
balls, 10 fours, 4 sixes) and
N Jagadeesan (107, 113
balls, 10 fours, 2 sixes) put
on 233 in 34.5 overs. The
duo played some superb
shots and sent the
Chhattisgarh bowlers on a
leather hunt.

Though the Tamil Nadu
innings stuttered after the
exit of Sudharsan and
Jagadeesan, M Shahrukh
Khan (28, 27 balls, 1 fours,
1 six) and B Aparajith (36,

19 balls, 3 fours, 2 sixes)
provided the flourish to-
wards the end as they fin-
ished at 340 for six in 50
overs.

Up against a mammoth
target, both the
Chhattisgarh openers
were back in the pavilion
with the score at 38.
However, skipper
Harpreet Singh (121, 129
balls, 11 fours, 2 sixes) and
Amandeep Khare (115, 99
balls, 5 fours, 5 sixes)
mounted a superb fight-
back, adding 214 runs in
199 balls to keep the team
in the hunt.

The dismissals of
Bhatia, who fell to J
Kousik (2/52) and Khare
to R Sonu Yadav (3/47)
pegged Chhattisgarh
back. The rest of the bat-
ters could not rise to the

challenge and the team
eventually fell short by 14
runs. In another match,
Andhra trounced
Arunachal Pradesh by 261
runs with Abhishek
Reddy (136) and skipper K
S Bharat (100) playing key
roles and Kerala scored
over Goa thanks to Rohan
Kunnummal’s superb 134.

Brief scores: Tamil
Nadu 340 for 6 in 50 overs
(B Sai Sudharsan 121, N
Jagadeesan 107, B
Aparajith 36, M Shahrukh
Khan 28, Ravi Kiran 3/69)
beat Chhattisgarh 326 for 8
in 50 overs (Harpreet
Singh Bhatia 121 (129
balls, 11X4, 2X6),
Amandeep Singh 115 (99
balls, 5X4, 5X6), R Sonu
Yadav 3/47) by 14 runs.
TN: 4 points,
Chhattisgarh: 0.

TN beat Chhattisgarh by 14 runs
Melbourne, Nov 15 (PTI):

England are hopeful
star all-rounder Ben
Stokes will “unretire”
from ODI cricket in time
for the defence of their 50-
over World Cup in India
next year. Stokes played a
vital role in England’s re-
cent World Cup final wins.

While he scored an un-
beaten 53 against Pakistan
in the T20 World Cup final
on Sunday, he had re-
mained unbeaten on 92
against New Zealand dur-
ing the summit clash of
the 50-over marquee event
in 2019.

However, the 31-year-old
Test skipper announced
his retirement from the 50-
over format earlier this
year, saying playing three

formats had become “un-
sustainable” for him.

Matthew Mott, who took
over as England’s white-
ball coach in May, hopes to
persuade Stokes to reverse
his ODI retirement.

“When he spoke to me
about his ODI retirement
one of the first things I
said was that I’d back any
decision he made. But I

said to him he didn’t nec-
essarily have to retire - he
could just not play 50-overs
for a while,” Mott told re-
porters. “I did say you

could always unretire.
“That’s his deci-

sion. It’s going to
be a World Cup

year and we don’t
play much T20 cricket

for a while but it will be a
decision that’s up to him,”
he added.

Mott said the all-round-
er is vital cog in the
England’s scheme of
things in white-ball crick-
et. “The more we can get
him is great. He’s doing an
amazing job with the Test
captaincy but he is a very
big cog in the wheel when
he comes back to white-
ball.

England hopeful of Stokes’ unretirement’
from ODIs ahead of World Cup



New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force on
Tuesday inducted a fleet of
electric vehicles in keep-
ing with the government's
initiative on introduction
of green mobility.

Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari flagged off the
first batch of 12 electric ve-
hicles in the presence of
other senior officers and
staff.

"In order to achieve re-
duction in carbon foot-
print and in keeping with
the government of India's
initiative on introduction
of green mobility, the IAF
has inducted a fleet of
Tata Nexon electric vehi-
cles," the IAF said in a
statement.

It said the force is plan-
ning to enhance the usage

of electric vehicles in a
progressive manner by
procuring e-vehicles
against downgraded con-
ventional vehicles.

"Augmentation of the e-
vehicles ecosystem, in-
cluding installation of
charging infrastructure at
various Air Force bases, is
also planned. The first
batch of electric cars in-
troduced today will be de-
ployed in Delhi NCR units
for performance monitor-

ing and analysis," it said.
"To create a standard-

ised inventory of vehicles,
IAF has already joined
hands with the Indian
Army in the ongoing pro-
curement of electric buses
and electric cars," the IAF
said.

It said these proactive
measures reaffirms IAF's
commitment to the nation-
al objective of transforma-
tion towards environment-
friendly mobility.

My head hangs in shame: HC CJ 
New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

"My head hangs in
shame," the Delhi High
Court Chief Justice said on
Tuesday, lamenting the
"complete unsympathetic
attitude" of the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) towards the families
of two people who died in-
side a sewer this year.

The high court, which
was annoyed over non-com-
pliance with its October 6
order by which the DDA
was directed to pay Rs 10
lakh compensation each to
the families of the de-
ceased, said it had asked
the authorities to pay the
amount to the vicitims' kin
as they had lost their sole
bread earners in the inci-
dent.

Pursuant to the high
court's direction, DDA Vice
Chairman Manish Gupta
was present at the hearing.
A sweeper and a security
guard had died on
September 9 in Outer
Delhi's Mundka area after

they inhaled toxic gases in-
side a sewer.

The incident occurred
when a sweeper had gone
down to clean the sewer
and fainted. A security
guard who rushed to his
rescue also fell uncon-
scious, and both died.

The high court, which
was hearing a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) initiated
by the court on its own
based on a news report of
the incident, expressed dis-
pleasure over non-payment
of Rs 10 lakh each by the
DDA to the victims' fami-
lies and said "not even a
single penny" was released
by the authority.

It, however, noted that as
a part of a separate com-
pensation, the Delhi gov-
ernment has paid Rs 1 lakh
each to the two families and
the remaining Rs 9 lakh
will be paid to them within
15 days. "We are dealing
with people who are work-
ing for us so that our life is
made comfortable. And this
is the manner and method

they are being dealt with by
the authorities. Very unfor-
tunate," a bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said.

The chief justice added,
"My head hangs in shame."
"From October 6, we are
now on November 15.
When the court had direct-
ed DDA to pay the amount,
why it was not done? This
is the question," the bench
said. The counsel for DDA
said it was the duty of the
Delhi government to pay
the amount.

Delhi government stand-
ing counsel Santosh Kumar
Tripathi submitted the
DDA was trying to mix up
the compensation which is
to be paid as per the
Supreme Court order and
that the amount of Rs 10
lakh to be paid by the Delhi
government was by a cabi-
net decision of March 5,
2020.

The bench said the ques-
tion of liability could have
been decided later on but

the anxiety of the court
was that, as an immediate
measure, something need-
ed to be given to the affect-
ed families. On being asked
by the bench about the total
annual budget of the DDA,
the Vice Chairman said it
was Rs 3,000 crore.

"You have the budget of
Rs 3,000 crore and we re-
quested you to pay only Rs
10 lakh as an immediate
measure and you came up
with all kinds of excuses.
Later we could have adjust-
ed the amount by fixing the
responsibility. We asked
you to pay so that there is
some financial and emo-
tional sense of security to
the families who have lost
their bread earners," the
bench said.

On the issue of rehabili-
tating and giving compas-
sionate appointment to
one of the family mem-
bers of the deceased who
was an employee of the
DDA, the agency urged the
court to grant 15 days for
the purpose.
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At 8th spot, India 
ranks high on list for 
climate protection

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

India climbed two spots
to rank eighth out of 63 in
the Climate Change
Performance Index (CCPI)
2023, thanks to its low
emissions and the increas-
ing use of renewable ener-
gy. The report was pub-
lished on Monday by three
environmental non-gov-
ernmental organisations
that track climate per-
formance of the European
Union and 59 countries,
which together account
for over 92 per cent of the
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in the world.

The rankings by
G e r m a n w a t c h ,
NewClimate Institute and
the Climate Action
Network are based on how

well the countries are
doing to halve their emis-
sions by 2030 -- an essential
aspect to keep the 1.5-de-
gree Celsius goal within
reach and prevent danger-
ous climate change.

The CCPI, which has
been published since 2005,
aims to enhance trans-
parency in international
climate politics and it en-
ables comparison of indi-
vidual countries' climate
protection efforts and
progress.

The report leaves the
first three places empty as
"no country performed
well enough in all index
categories to achieve an
overall very high rating".
It puts Denmark in fourth
place, followed by Sweden
and Chile.

‘Children’s death due to Indian syrup a shame’
Bengaluru, Nov 15 (PTI): 

Infosys founder N R
Narayana Murthy on
Tuesday said the country
faces huge challenges in
the field of research in sci-
ences despite the nation
achieving the feat of pro-
ducing COVID-19 vaccine
and inoculating the people
of the country. He under-
lined also the death of 66
children in Gambia in
Africa due to India-pro-
duced cough syrup and
that shamed the country.

He was speaking at an
event to present Infosys
prize to six people by the
Infosys Science
Foundation. The prize car-
ries a purse of USD
1,00,000. Lauding compa-
nies which manufactured
and supplied the billion

COVID-19 vaccines,
Murthy said this was an
achievement by any stan-
dard. The IT czar appreci-
ated the rollout of the new
national education policy,
which is based on the rec-
ommendations of profes-
sor Kasturirangan
Committee. The Infosys
founder appreciated pro-
fessor Gagandeep Kang
and several others becom-
ing fellows of the Royal
Society in London, and
professor Ashok Sen win-
ning the Millenium prize.

"These are all encourag-
ing and happy events that
show that India is on a
path of growth absolutely
but we still have huge chal-
lenges," the IT tycoon said.

"There is not a single
Indian institution of high-
er learning in the top 250 of

the world university global
ranking that was an-
nounced in 2020. Even the
vaccines we have pro-
duced, or either based on
technology from advanced
countries, or based on re-
search from the developed
world. Consequently, we
still have not produced a
vaccine for dengue and

chikungunya, which have
been ravaging us for the
last 70 years now," said
Murthy. "That death of 66
children in Gambia, result-
ing from an India-pro-
duced cough syrup has
brought unimaginable
shame to our country and
has dented the credibility
of our pharmaceutical reg-
ulatory agency," Murthy
said.

However, there was a so-
lution, which is a difficult
one, and according to him,
the country opted for it, he
said. According to him, ex-
perts feel that India's in-
ability to use research to
solve immediate pressing
problems is due to lack of
inculcating curiosity at an
early age, disconnect be-
tween pure and applied re-
search, inadequate cut-

ting-edge research infra-
structure in the higher ed-
ucational institutions, in-
sufficient grants and inor-
dinate delays in creating
incentives for research and
inadequate fora for knowl-
edge sharing with global
research institutions.

The Infosys founder
opined that money is not
the primary resource for
success in invention or in-
novation. He said there
were two components for
success in research -- the
first component is to re-ori-
ent teaching in schools and
colleges towards Socratic-
questioning and relating
what they learn in the
classroom to the real-world
problems around them,
rather than passing the ex-
aminations through learn-
ing by rote.

IRCTC  to customise menu to
include food for diabetics,
infants, health aficionados

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Railway Board has
given its catering and
tourism arm IRCTC the
flexibility to customise its
menu to include local and
regional cuisines as well as
food suitable for diabetics,
infants and health aficiona-
dos. According to a note
sent by the Railway Board
to the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC), the
move is aimed at improving
catering services on trains
and give passengers more
options.

"As a measure to improve
catering services on trains,
it has been decided to give
IRCTC the flexibility to cus-
tomize the menu so as to in-
clude items of regional
cuisines/preferences, sea-
sonal delicacies, require-
ment during festivals, food

items as per the preferences
of different group of pas-
sengers such as diabetic
food, baby food, health food
options, including millet-
based local products among
others," the note said. At
present, the IRCTC has to
get the menus, comprising
mostly of standardised food
items and beverages, ap-
proved by the Railway
Board before it can intro-
duce them in trains. The
note also stated that for 'pre-
paid' trains, in which cater-
ing charges are included in
the passenger fare, the
menu will be decided by the
IRCTC within the tariff al-
ready notified. In addition,
sale of a-la-carte meals and
branded food items on MRP
will also be permitted on
these 'prepaid' trains. Menu
and tariff of such a-la-carte
meals will be decided by the
IRCTC, it noted. For other

Mail/Express trains, menu
of budget segment items
like standard meals will be
decided by the IRCTC with-
in the fixed tariff already
notified. Menu and tariff of
'janta' meals shall remain
unchanged, it noted.

Sale of a-la-carte meals
and branded food items on
MRP will be permitted on
Mail/Express trains. Menu
and tariff of such a-la-carte
meals will be decided by the
IRCTC, it said. "While de-
ciding the menu, the IRCTC
shall ensure that upgrada-
tion in quality and stan-
dards of food and service is
maintained and safeguards
are built in to avoid fre-
quent and undue changes
such as curtailment in
quantity and quality, use of
inferior brands, etc to avoid
passenger grievances," the
note from the Railway
Board said.

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren felicitates beneficiaries during inauguration of various developmental
projects on the occasion of birth anniversary of freedom fighter Birsa Munda and the 22nd Jharkhand
Foundation Day, in Ranchi, Tuesday.

BENEFICIARIES FELICITATED

People feed migratory Siberian seagulls from a boat on the Ganga river, in
Varanasi, Tuesday. 

WINGED VISITORS

N R Narayana Murthy

IAF procures electric vehicles
to reduce carbon footprint

SShhaahhddooll  ((MMPP)),,
NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday

underlined the need to
learn from tribals on the

conservation of forests
given the major challenges
being posed by issues like cli-
mate change and global
warming. The President was
addressing a ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas’ programme
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Shahdol district. The
Narendra Modi government
had last year declared
November 15 as ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas’ to mark the
birth anniversary of tribal
icon Birsa Munda and
remember the contribu-

tion of tribal freedom fighters.
“Today, issues of climate
change and global warming
have posed a major challenge
to the world. There is a need to
learn from the tribal lifestyle
and their determination for
conserving forests,” President
Murmu said while addressing
the event in Lalpur village.
The President recalled the
struggle of tribal society in
conserving and protecting for-
est areas during British rule
and added they have also sacri-
ficed their lives for this cause.
Murmu, who became the first
tribal President of the country
in July this year, said tribal
society gives equal importance
to human beings and vegeta-
tion. “In the tribal society,

groups are given importance
rather than individuals.
Cooperative (living) is pre-
ferred instead of competition
and equality over speciality,”
she said, adding the tribal soci-
ety has a better gender ratio
compared to other communi-
ties. The President recalled for-
mer Prime Minister (late) Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had constitut-
ed a separate ministry (for
tribals)- Janjatiya Karya
Mantralaya, which she said
played a major role in the
development of tribal areas in
the country. The President also
praised tribal communities for
their natural lifestyle, saying it
helped in protecting and con-
serving forests and also
nature’s wealth.

Mourn
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday
condoled the death
of veteran Telugu
film actor Krishna
and said his demise
is a colossal loss to
the world of cinema
and entertainment.
“Krishna Garu was a leg-
endary superstar, who won
hearts of people through
his versatile acting and
lively personality,” Modi
tweeted. 

Seize
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Foreign cur-
rency worth Rs 1.52 crore
was seized by Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
sleuths from three pas-
sengers at the Amritsar
and the Chandigarh air-
ports, official sources said
on Tuesday. At the
Amritsar international air-
port, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) Ludhiana zonal
unit’s team intercepted
two Dubai-bound passen-
gers, they said.

Suspended 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: Seven MBBS stu-
dents of a medical college in
Uttarakhand’s Srinagar have
been suspended for three
months for allegedly rag-
ging their juniors. The inci-
dent happened on
November 11 at the hostel
of Vir Chandra Singh
Garhwali Government
Institute of Medical Science
and Research.

Acquitted 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A Special
MP/MLA court here on
Tuesday acquitted UP
minister Kapil Dev
Aggarwal and seven other
BJP leaders in a 2012 case
related to the disruption
of train service during a
protest. Aggarwal and the
other accused - former
MLAs Ashok Kansal and
Umesh Malik, district BJP
president Vijay Shukla;
ex-district presidents
Pawan Trar and Yashpal
Pawar; Vabhav Tyagi and
Sunil Tayal - were present
in the court here when it
pronounced its verdict.

Mishap
BBhhiinndd  ((MMPP)):: A 55-year-old
woman died due to 
overcrowding at a temple
in Madhya Pradesh’s Bhind
district on Tuesday after-
noon, said a senior official.
The incident occurred at
Dadraua Hanuman Mandir, 
where a large number of
people had gathered to
hear sermons of a 
saint, Dhirendra 
Krishna Shastri.

ZONAL YOUTH FEST

Students perform ‘bhangra’ during Zonal Youth Festival at Guru Nanak Dev
University in Amritsar, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Children living in slum areas
participate in a candlelight
march organised to raise

awareness on child  rights
during the International
Child’s Right Week, in
Guwahati, Tuesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::  

People holding public
office should exercise
self restriction and not
blabber things which are
disparaging or insulting
to other countrymen,
the Supreme Court said
on Tuesday.

The top court said this
approach is part of our
constitutional culture
and there is no need for
it to formulate a code of
conduct for public func-
tionaries. A five-judge
Constitution bench
headed by Justice S A

Nazeer, which reserved its
verdict on whether restric-
tions can be imposed on a
public functionary’s right to
freedom of speech and
expression, said there is
always a civil remedy avail-
able to citizens on account of
a public functionary making a
speech that affects someone.

The court noted that irre-
spective of what Article 19(2)
may say, there is a constitu-
tional culture in the country
where there is an inherent lim-
itation or a restriction on what
people holding responsible
positions say. Article 19 (2)
relates to the powers of the

State to make laws imposing
reasonable restrictions on the
exercise of the right to free-
dom of speech and expression
in the interest of sovereignty
and integrity of the country,
public order, decency, morali-
ty etc. “It is inherent and there
is no need for this court to
give a code of conduct on that.
Any person holding a public
office or is public servant,
there is an unwritten rule and
it is part of constitutional cul-
ture that they impose a self
restriction and not blabber
things which are very dis-
paraging or insulting to our
other countrymen. “There is

something like a constitution-
al restriction or limitation
inherent in such persons. This
must be inculcated in our
political society and our civic
life,” Justice B V Nagarathna,
who was part of the five-judge
bench, observed orally.
Attorney General R
Venkataramani submitted
before the bench, also com-
prising Justices B R Gavai, A S
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian,

that any addition or modifi-
cation of restrictions to a fun-
damental right have to come
from Parliament as a matter of
constitutional principle.

Mehta said the issue is more
of an academic question, of
whether a writ can be filed cit-
ing Article 21 for action
against a particular state-
ment.

“It can before a regular
bench. It is because of two
judgements of the top court in
the case of Tehseen
Poonawala and Amish Devgan
where the apex court has laid
down detailed guidelines,”
Mehta said. Advocate
Kaleeswaram Raj, appearing
for the petitioner, submitted
the element of public func-
tionary is missing in the two
judgements of the apex court.
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Bali, Nov 15 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping shook hands
Tuesday at a side event at
the G20 Summit here, a
gesture sparking interest
because of the strained bi-
lateral relations over a
border clash two years
back. A live video feed for
the media from the wel-
come dinner hosted by
Indonesian President Joko
Widodo for G20 delegates
showed the brief exchange
between the two leaders.

There had been some
speculation over a possible
bilateral meeting between
the two leaders on the

margins of the Group of
20 Summit, which began
Tuesday. But the agenda
made known by both sides
so far does not mention
such a meeting.

Since the June 2020
Galwan Valley clash in
which 20 Indian soldiers
were killed there has been
no one-on-one meetings
between the two leaders.

India has been consis-
tently maintaining that
peace and tranquillity
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) are impor-
tant for the overall devel-
opment of bilateral ties.

In September, Prime
Minister Modi and
President Xi came face-to-
face at the annual summit

of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) in Uzbek city of
Samarkand for the first
time since the start of the
border standoff in eastern
Ladakh. No separate meet-
ing is believed to have
taken place between them
there, though it is pre-
sumed they would have ex-
changed pleasantries.

In Bali, the handshake
took place towards the end
of the dinner. The two
greeted each other as Xi
walked by. They shook
hands and the video
showed a brief relaxed
conversation, before the
camera moved elsewhere
and the transmission
ended.

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

With India likely to surpass
China as the most populous coun-
try in 2023, it should be seen as an
opportunity to become the re-
source creator for the world and
focus on ensuring equity as well
as caring for the aging populace,
experts said on Tuesday.

The world population touched
eight billion on Tuesday and
India was the largest contributor
to the milestone, having added 177
million people, the United
Nations said, noting its popula-
tion growth appears to be stabilis-
ing which shows that policies and
health systems are working.

For China, which added 73 mil-
lion people, the projection in its
contribution to the next billion in
the global population is to be in
the negative. The Population
Foundation of India (PFI) said the
milestone should not be seen as a
problem but as an opportunity for
India to plan better and provide a
healthy and happy life for people
across the world. “We must cele-
brate the day the world popula-
tion reaches eight billion,” it had
earlier said. According to the
United Nations’ World Population
Prospects-2022, released on July
11 (World Population Day), the
global population was projected
to reach eight billion on
November 15. The report also stat-
ed that the global population is
growing at its slowest rate since

1950, having fallen under one per
cent in 2020. “Given the fact that
India is projected to become the
most populous country in the
world in 2023, some sections have
been expressing fear that a high
population would be a problem
for governance. “However, this
milestone should be seen as an op-
portunity to plan better and pro-
vide a healthy and happy life for
all eight billion of us,” the PFI
said. PFI executive director
Poonam Muttreja said, “We know
that population growth is stabilis-
ing across the world. While it took
12 years for the world population
to grow from seven to eight bil-
lion, it will take approximately 15
years, until 2037, to reach nine bil-
lion, suggesting that population
growth is slowing down.”

“We should now focus on elimi-
nating the unmet need for contra-
ception so that women can decide
if they want to have children and
if yes, when, how many and at
what intervals,” she said. There
also must be a stop to creating a
false dichotomy between popula-
tion and limited resources,
Muttreja said. She said a skilled
population is a strength and “we
must see people as creators of re-
sources”. The obsession with
numbers needs to end and the
need is to start thinking of “our
population as people, in line with
the principles of equality and eq-
uity”, the PFI executive director
said.

Ambikapur, Nov 15 (PTI):

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Tuesday said
every person living in the
country is a ‘Hindu’ and
the DNA of all Indians is
the same, and asserted
there was no need for any-
one to change his way of
offering rituals.

Addressing an event of
Swayamsevaks (Sangh vol-
unteers) in Ambikapur,
the headquarters of
Chhattisgarh’s Surguja
district, he repeatedly
highlighted unity in diver-
sity as India’s age-old fea-
ture and said Hindutva is
the only idea in the world
that believes in taking
everyone along. “We have
been telling since 1925

(when RSS was founded)
that everyone living in
India is a Hindu. Those
who consider India as
their ‘matrubhoomi’
(mother land) and want to
live with a culture of unity
in diversity and make ef-
forts in this direction, irre-
spective of whatever reli-
gion, culture, language
and food habit and ideolo-
gy they follow, are

Hindus,” Bhagwat said. He
said the ideology of
Hindutva recognises diver-
sity and believes in unity
among people. “Hindutva
is the only idea in the en-
tire world that believes in
unifying diversities be-
cause it has carried such
diversities together in this
country for thousands of
years. This is the truth and
you have to speak it firmly.
On the basis of it we can be
united. The Sangh’s work
is to build individual and
national character and
bring unity among peo-
ple,” added the RSS leader.

He emphasized on re-
specting everyone’s faith
and asserted the DNA of
all Indians is the same and
they had common ances-
tors.

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday cleared the hur-
dle for the release of ac-
tivist Gautam Navlakha
from Navi Mumbai’s
Taloja prison, where he is
lodged in the Elgar
Parishad-Maoist link case,
by waiving the require-
ment of a solvency certifi-
cate for availing the bene-
fit of house arrest.

The top court had on
November 10 allowed
Navlakha to be placed
under house arrest owing
to his deteriorating health.

It had said that to avail
the facility of house ar-
rest, Navlakha will pro-
vide local surety of Rs 2
lakh by November 14.

A bench of Justices K M
Joseph and Hrishikesh
Roy was on Tuesday in-
formed by senior advocate
Nitya Ramakrishnan and
advocate Shadan Farasat,
appearing for Navlakha, it
will take a minimum of
six weeks to secure solven-
cy certificate in respect of
surety to be provided as a
precondition for house ar-
rest of the activist.

“Considering the sub-
mission and the circum-
stances, we deem it appro-
priate to waive the re-
quirement of a solvency
certificate for the petition-
er (Navlakha) to avail the

benefit of our order dated
November 10, 2022. It is or-
dered accordingly,” the
bench said.

It said since other ade-
quate security proofs such
as passport, Aadhaar card
and Permanent Account
Number (PAN) card have
been provided, the trial
court should not insist on
a ration card as an addi-
tional proof of identity for
the benefit of the apex
court’s order to take effect.

“It is so ordered,” the
bench said.

Noting the activist has
been in custody since
April 14, 2020 and prima
facie there is no reason to
reject his medical report,
the apex court had on
November 10 said
Navlakha does not have
any criminal background
except for this case and
even the Government of
India had appointed him
as an interlocutor to hold
talks with Maoists.

Putting a number of
conditions, including a de-
posit of Rs 2.4 lakh as ex-
penses towards providing
him security, the top court
had said the order to place
the 70-year-old activist
under house arrest for a
month in Mumbai should
be implemented within 48
hours.

“It is not in dispute that
apart from this case, the

SC clears hurdle for activist
Navlakha’s house arrest

EXPERTS ON POPULATION

‘Must be seen as 
opportunity for India’

Everyone living in India is ‘Hindu’: Bhagwat

Modi, Chinese Prez Xi shake hands 
At side event at G20 Summit

‘Need to learn about forest 

conservation from tribals’

Jacqueline
gets bail

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court on
Tuesday granted regular bail to
actor Jacqueline Fernandez in a
Rs 200 crore money laundering
case involving conman Sukesh
Chandrashekar, saying the fact
that the accused was not arrest-
ed during the investigation
makes it a case for grant of bail.
Special Judge Shailendra Malik
granted the relief on the condi-
tion that the accused will not
leave the country without the
court’s prior permission, and
directed her to join the investi-
gation as and when asked by the
ED. “However without express-
ing much on the merits of the
matter which of course would
be decided during the trial, it is
yet to be examined if there was
a knowledge, intention or con-
nection of applicant in taking
those gifts and of proceeds of
crime in this case. 



Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1155:: 'Fun Carnival' a day
marking childhood, was celebrat-
ed in DAV Public School, Hudco, on
November 14, 2022 to pay tribute
and commemorate the birth an-
niversary of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, independent India's first
Prime Minister as he once said "I
may not have time for adults, but I
have enough time for children." 

To celebrate the occasion a spe-
cial assembly was organised by
the senior wing where beautiful
cultural programs like poems
(English and Hindi), skit, dance,
songs were performed by the chil-
dren describing the beauty of
childhood which was followed by
speech to highlight the impor-
tance of the day about Pandit
Nehru's dreams and expectations
from the children. 

The power packed performanc-
es by the children set the stage on
fire. Addressing the children,
Principal Prashant Kumar blessed
the children and encouraged them

to work diligently and enjoy their
childhood which is a transient
phase to the optimum. He added
that childhood is the most inno-
cent and pious phase of life where
we express our feelings and emo-
tions without any obstacles or bar-
rier whereas as we grow up we be-
come articulate and egoistic to ex-
press ourselves. 

He also said that every adult
has a child within himself and
stressed that keeping this attitude
of childhood in mind we can solve
most of the complications in an ef-
fortless manner. The fun filled pro-
gram continued after the assem-
bly also where children showcased

their hidden talents by means
of various activities in Talent
Hunt such as Flower arrange-
ment, Salad decoration,
Origami, Best out of waste,
Fireless cooking. 

The Pre primary and pri-
mary wing celebrated the
day with lots of fun and frolic
enjoying their day with danc-
ing, playing, singing by the

teachers as well as by the children.
Magic show was performed by the
teachers following this quiz, draw-
ing, origami, flower decoration etc
were also organised. 

The highlight of the event was
the community lunch which gave
the kids the importance of sharing.
They were all dressed up in fancy
and colourful dresses defining
their virtual, colourful and beauti-
ful world. The day ended in a
beautiful resonance lingering in
everybody's minds. The entire pro-
gramme was applauded by every-
one and will always remain etched
in the memory of one and all.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1155:: "World Diabetes
Day" is a global awareness cam-
paign focusing on diabetes melli-
tus and is held on November 14
every year. At present prevalence
rate in India is 8%. That means one
in every twelve Indian is having di-
abetes or pre-diabetes. 'World
Diabetes Day' provides an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness of dia-
betes as a global public health
issue and what needs to be done,
collectively and individually, for
better prevention, diagnosis and
management of the conditions.

On the occasion of World
Diabetes Day, programme was or-
ganised in JLN Hospital & RC, to
create awareness about the pre-
ventive aspects of diabetes melli-
tus and also ways to effectively
manage diabetes mellitus by fol-
lowing regular treatment. The
programme was designed to edu-
cate general public about the im-
portance of Diet, Exercise and

Drugs in prevention and manage-
ment of diabetes.

Anirban Dasgupta, Director In-
charge Bhilai Steel Plant inaugu-
rated the day-long activities in
JLNHH&RC, Sector 9, Bhilai on
November 14, 2022. A Walkathon
was organised in the premises of
Sector 9 Hospital to create aware-
ness about physical exercise. The
Senior management of BSP and
staff of JLNH&RC participated in
the walkathon. 

The Director In-charge also in-

augurated an exhibition consist-
ing of Poster display highlighting
the theme of the World Diabetes
Day, which is "Education to pro-
tect tomorrow". The posters were
developed by the Nursing
Students and Hospital Staff. A
display of various conventional
healthy food items was done by
the Dietetic Section of hospital to
impart knowledge about balanced
diet and also the diet that a per-
son having diabetes mellitus can
partake to maintain a control over

diabetes. 
A quiz session was conducted

by Dr Pramod Binayake (CMO)
and the enthusiastic public active-
ly participated in the question an-
swer session. Students from PG
Collage of Nursing highlighted the
importance of testing, drugs and
regular treatment to have a
healthy life with diabetes through
presentation of a skit. An aware-
ness programme was also organ-
ised in the National Occupational
Health Service Centre (NOHSC)

and Main Medical Post inside the
Bhilai Steel Plant to highlight the
preventive and curative aspect of
diabetes mellitus.  

The occasion was graced by
the Higher management of BSP
viz, Anjani Kumar (ED-Works),
Tapan Suthradhar (ED-Mines),
MM Gadre (ED P&A), Dr Ashok
Panda (ED F&A), AK Charavorthy
(ED MM) and Dr Ravindranath M,
to show solidarity and support to
the efforts of the Medical
Department  for spreading the
message and imparting knowl-
edge about diabetes mellitus.   

The General Medicine
Department led by Dr Pramod
Binayake and Dr Sourav
Mukherjee organised the event
successfully. Senior Doctors &
Officers of the Medical
Department, Nursing Staff,
Technicians, DNB Doctors,
Officers of L&A and Personnel
Department actively participated
on the occasion. 

DAV Public School Hudco celebrates Children’s Day 

Waqf Board land claim rumours trigger public panic
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: A large
number of citizens
reached the Tehsil Office,
Registrar's Office and
District Collectorate after
receiving information that
the Waqf Board has
claimed almost half of the
land in Durg city. This
issue remained the hot
topic of discussion across
the city on Tuesday and
people were seen checking
the social media messages
on their mobile phones.

Later it was discovered
that it was a fake message.
The district administra-
tion has clarified that the
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board has submitted an

application seeking trans-
fer of ownership in their
favour of some plots in
Durg City.

Some Hindutva organi-
sations and BJP party
workers have also come
forward in protest. A dele-
gation of Bharatiya
Janata Party also submit-
ted a memorandum regis-
tering their objection for
allotment of land for a
mosque in Durg.

Upper Collector
Padmini Bhoi informed
that the administration
has taken no action on
land transfer in respect of
Waqf Board's transfer ap-
plication. Padmini Bhoi
further informed that
Khasra No 21/2, 21/3, 29/2,

146/4, 109 are registered as
private property.

An application has been
made by the Chief
Executive Officer,
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board Raipur for the
transfer of the said plots
in the name of
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board Raipur. Presently
no land transfer action has
been taken on the applica-
tion submitted by the
Waqf Board.

Action will be taken on
the said application only
after examination as per
rules. The district admin-
istration has appealed to
the citizens to stay away
from misleading informa-
tion.

In another develop-
ment, MP Vijay Baghel
has made a strong objec-
tion to allotting a plot for
the mosque in Durg city.

He demanded that the en-
tire process should be can-
celled immediately. The lo-
cals have raised objections
over allotment of land in

Patwari Halka Number 24
of Durg (city / rural).
After receiving com-
plaints from the locals,
Durg Lok Sabha MP Vijay
Baghel has also raised
strong objections.

He wrote a letter to the
District Collector Durg in
this matter and demanded
that the district adminis-
tration should take a deci-
sion in this matter keep-
ing in mind the senti-
ments of the local citizens.
There should be no at-
tempt to suppress the
voice of the people. A dele-
gation of BJP submitted
this application at the of-
fice of District Collector.

In the letter, MP Vijay
Baghel has said that the

process of allotting land
for Majisd is being carried
forward despite strong ob-
jections from the local res-
idents. Due to this, dissat-
isfaction and anger is in-
creasing among the peo-
ple. It is alleged that at-
tempts to grab private

land of other communi-
ties are being made. Such
activity is against the sen-
timents of the people. He
asked the district adminis-
tration to respect the sen-
timents of the residents
and cancel the proceed-
ings immediately.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: CSVTU
Bhilai has taken a new ini-
tiative of offering Double
Degree to the BTech
Students in collaboration
with JNTU Hyderabad,
the Oldest Technical
University of the country.
A collaborative meeting
was held between dele-
gates of JNTU Hydrabad
and CSVTU Bhilai on
November 14, 2022.

This initiative was
taken by Vice Chancellors
of both universities after
UGC released its new reg-
ulations in April 2022, that
students will be able to en-
roll into two regular
Degree programs simulta-
neously. This is also the
recommendation in the
new education policy 2020.

JNTU in collaboration
with CSVTU is going to
offer BBA (Data Analytic)
along with BTech
Programs of all engineer-
ing disciplines. This will

offer a great advantage to
BTech students to learn
management along with
engineering. This will
offer better employability
opportunities to the stu-
dents. CSVTU students
who enroll in this pro-
gram will be able to get
their BBA (Data Analytic)
from JNTU.

The Double Degree
course is proposed to be of-
fered via Hybrid Mode
(70% Online by JNTU

Hyderabad and 30% of-
fline by CSVTU Bhilai). In
addition, there will be fur-
ther option for credit
transfer of subjects al-
ready studying during
BTech. The students of en-
gineering can enrol for
BBA in any sem from 1st
year to 3rd year.

In this meeting, from
CSVTU; Dr MK Verma
(VC), Dr PK Ghosh
(Director, UTD), Dr RN
Patel Prof, Dr Deepti

Verma Academic I/ c and
from JNTU Hyderabad; Dr
KN Reddy (VC), Dr
Mansoor Ahmed
(Registrar), Dr Sindhu
(Director Management
Studies), Dr Madhvi (
Director Academic
Planning), Dr Krishna
Mohan Roy (Director
Online Learning) ex-
pressed their views and
expert opinions and
chalked out road map for
its implementation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
performed bhoomi pujan
for the construction of
Congress Bhavan (Rajiv
Bhavan) at Radhika Nagar
in Supela on Monday. While
addressing the gathering,
Baghel said that a long
struggle is behind the for-
mation of a separate
Congress Committee for
Bhilai and giving it a status
of District Congress
Committee.

Now the Bhilai District
Congress Committee will
be having its own office in
Radhika. The Congmen
have been experiencing the
need for a Party Office in
Bhilai. Considering their
expectations, the party of-
fice building will be con-
structed at Radhika Nagar.
Remembering Pt

Jawaharlal Nehru on his
birth anniversary, Baghel
said that Nehru Ji had
great attachment with
Bhilai. It was due to him
that Bhilai was developed
as an industrial city and
Bhilai Steel Plant was es-
tablished here. Now this
city is known as Mini India
as the people of all religions
and regions live here with
harmony and brotherhood.
Baghel further asserted
that Mahatma Gandhi and

Pt Jawaharlal were the two
main personalities under
whose leadership the coun-
try became independent.
Unfortunately, the opposi-
tion party is raising ques-
tions on these great leaders.
He suggested the youth to
stay away from fake infor-
mation being spread on so-
cial media. He asserted
that it was Pt Nehru who
fought against religionism
even after independence.
Baghel alleged that BJP

does not have its own ideol-
ogy but has copied it from
other political parties. He
called upon the people to
unite and fight against un-
employment and inflation.

Bhilai DCC President
Mukesh Chandrakar deliv-
ered the welcome address.
MLA Devendra Yadav as-
sured that the DCC Office
Building will be construct-
ed soon and the next elec-
tion will be contested from
Rajiv Bhavan in Bhilai.
PCC President Mohan
Markam, District's
Guardian Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Mayor
Neeraj Pal, MLA Devendra
Yadav, State General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu,
District President Mukesh
Chandrakar, all Congress
councilors, MIC members,
block presidents, booth in-
charge and all office bear-
ers were present.

BNS organises annual
school exhibition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: Bhilai
Nair Samajam English
Medium Higher Secondary
School organised an annu-
al school exhibition the
other day. CGM (Township,
BSP) Nandalwar graced the
function as chief guest. R
Shailesh Kumar welcomed
the chief guest in the
school. Chief Guest inau-
gurated the exhibition.

The students from
Nursery to Class 12th had
decorated the class rooms
in an attractive manner
and had displayed their
projects and models. The
students displayed their tal-

ent by making various
models and items under the
guidance of teachers. They
had displayed cartoon char-
acters, arts and handi-
crafts, yoga, sports, differ-
ent festivals, commerce,
science, items made of cot-
ton, items made of jute,
ISRO, etc. The chief guest
took a tour of the exhibi-
tion and appreciated the
students for making attrac-
tive and informative mod-
els and items.

The School Principal
stated that the students
have displayed their imagi-
nation and thoughts
through models. These
models display the artists,

scientists and intellectuals
hidden within the students.
President EKS Nair and
General Secretary EKS
Pillai presented memento
and shawl to the chief
guest. Parents and school
managing committee mem-
bers S Prabhakaran Nair
(Vice President, Samajam),
Subhash Chandran (Vice
President, College), A
Pradeep Kumar Nair
(Secretary, Education),
Unnikrishnan (Treasurer,
Samajam), Janeesh Pillai
(Treasurer, School), Vice
President, Parents and
school staff were present.
The programme ended
with the national anthem.

CM appreciates Bhilai Olympics
for holding 38 sports events 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 15: On
Monday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel appreci-
ated the organisers of
Bhilai Olympics for suc-
cessfully organising 38 dif-
ferent sports events. He
said that only 14 sports
were organised under
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
but here in Bhilai, 38 dif-
ferent sports have been or-
ganised.

He was addressing the
concluding function of
Bhilai Olympics at
Khursipar. On the birth

anniversary of Pandit
Nehru, flower petals were
showered on his large por-
trait with a remote con-
trolled device.

Baghel said that Pt
Nehru used to say that
Bhilai is the future of
India. Today, on his birth-
day, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel visited
Bhilai and attended the
conclusion function of
Bhilai Olympics. He
watched boxing and judo
performances. The Chief
Minister gave away the
prizes to the winning play-
ers.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that this is an
important day for all of us.
"We organized the
Chhattisgarhi Olympics in
the state. 70 years old
women not only partici-
pated in the competition
but also emerged winners.
People were forgetting our
traditional games in the
era of mobile and tv. The
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
sparked a new energy
among them. We have or-
ganized only 14 games but
Bhilai did an appreciable
task by organising 38
sports events", he said.

Guardian Minister of
the district, Mohammad
Akbar said that the grand
prize distribution function
has filled the entire city
with enthusiasm. In his
address, Bhilai MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
Bhilai is known for educa-
tion and sports.

"When the Chief
Minister started
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
we also got inspired and
organized this competi-
tion. The society of Bhilai
is diverse and happening.
We live in unity with di-
versity", he said.

Mayor Neeraj Pal said
that about 5500 sports per-
sons participated in the
Bhilai Olympics with
great enthusiasm. The
city is progressing rapidly
under the guidance of the
Chief Minister.

An album related to the
memories of Pandit
Nehru was also released
on this occasion. Along
with this, a documentary
related to Nehru in Bhilai
was also released. The
Chief Minister showered
flowers on Pandit Nehru's
portrait by pressing the
button from the remote
control.

BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas proposed the
vote of thanks. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, Collector
Pushpendra Meena and
other officers were pres-
ent. Bhilai Charoda
Mayor Nirmal Kosre, DCC
Bank President Rajendra
Sahu, Bhilai DCC
President Mukesh
Chandrakar and other
dignitaries were present.
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CM performs bhoomi pujan for
Congress Bhavan in Supela

CSVTU offering double degree to BTech students 

BRM creates new daily production record
Bhilai, Nov 15: A new daily production record was created in

SAIL BSP's Bar and Rod Mill on November 14, 2022 by produc-
ing 2388 T in 10 mm TMT m bars surpassing the previous
record of 2316 T in 10 mm TMT bars made on July 5, 2022. The
record has been created by BRM under the leadership of
Mukesh Gupta, CGM (BRM). Anirban Dasgupta, Director In
charge (BSP) congratulated the BRM collective and associated
departments for this achievement. He further stated that he
has faith in BRM that its team will achieve its target for the year
and create new records with collective efforts.

Celebration of World Diabetes Day at JLNH & RC 
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Businesspersons from across the
world throng Ch’garh pavilion 

Raipur, Nov 15: As the
India International Trade
fair enters its second day,
Chhattisgarh Pavilion in
Pragati Maidan is witness-
ing a surge in footfall of
businesspersons and exec-
utives.

Through two live
demonstration stalls of
Godna painting and Bell
metal craft of
Chhattisgarh set up at the
pavilion, the craftsmen are
getting an opportunity to

showcase their talent and
attract the traders.

Chhattisgarh Industries
department Special
Secretary Him Shikhar
Gupta, IAS visited the
Pavilion and inspected the
stalls. He appreciated the

efforts made by the crafts-
men and encouraged
them. The Trade Fair will
be open to the general pub-
lic on November 19. At
present it is only open for
Business to Business
Trade.

ATAL FDP on ‘AI and Data Science-based
Emerging Trends in Earth Science’ held

Raipur, Nov 15: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s
Department of Computer
Science and Technology
(CSE) and Department of
Information Technology
(IT) is organizing an
ATAL FDP on Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science with A.I.C.T.E.
for 2 weeks from 7th
November to 18th
November 2022.

The FDP took place in
virtual mode from 7th to
12th November 2022 and
its offline inauguration
took place on 14th
November 2022 at NIT
Raipur. The program
started with Dr. S Ghosh
welcoming and giving his
valuable suggestions to
all the participants about
the FDP. Dr RK Tripathi,
HoD, IT then elaborated
on the subject and con-

gratulated all the coordi-
nators for successful or-
ganization of the pro-
gram.

Dr. Rajeev Chaudhary
started the sessions on
second week with his ses-
sion on Life and Stress
Management which was
followed by a field visit in
JK Laxmi Cement with
Sambhu Pal, Deputy
Manager, JK Lakshmi
Cement explaining the
working and operation of
the mines, which were es-
tablished under the vi-
sion of BL Bhati, Senior
GM, Mines Dr DC
Jhariya, Assistant
Professor, Applied
Geology was present in
the program.

Retired IFS Chaturvedi appointed
Bio-diversity Board Chairman

Raipur, Nov 15: Retired
Indian Forest Services
(IFS) Officer Rakesh
Chaturvedi has been ap-
pointed as the Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Bio-di-
versity Board. State
Government on Tuesday
issued order in this re-
gard. According to the
order issued, the tenure
of former PCCF Rakesh
Chaturvedi will be for
three years as Chairman
of Bio-diversity Board.

Chaturvedi was among
few officers close to the
present Congress gov-
ernment and his appoint-
ment is on expected time.

Apart from him, few
more appointments of
retired bureaucrats are
on cards in next few days
as few positions in
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commission have fallen
vacant recently whereas
few posts in Real Estate
Regulatory Commission

(RERA) would be vacant
soon.

State government is
considering the close as-
sociates to get nominated
to key posts. Apart from
the nominations, the
state government is like-
ly to go for administra-
tive reshuffle in next few
days. Two-three District
Collectors too would get
axe in the reshuffle apart
from key posting to few
senior IAS Officers.

Justice shall be provided to consumers as soon as possible: Justice Gautam Chauradia

Raipur, Nov 15: The State
Level Consumer
Assistance and
Counseling Center was in-
augurated at the commis-
sion’s office in the capital’s
Pandri area under the
joint aegis of the
Chhattisgarh State
Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission
and the State Legal
Authority. Pavarti Sahu, a
member of the local pub-
lic, officially opened the fa-

cility in the presence of
Topshwar Verma, secre-
tary of the food depart-
ment and Justice Shri
Gautam Chouradia, the
commission’s chairman.
With the help of Justice
Gautam Bhaduri,
Chairman of the State
Legal Services Authority,
this state’s first coun-
selling center was estab-
lished.

On this occasion,
Justice Chauradia stated
that through this center,
customers will be able to
receive appropriate assis-
tance and advice. The sem-
inar was organized on the
issue of awareness and

promotion of consumer
interests. He said that con-
sumer rules and processes
needed should be made
simpler. Our goal is for a
consumer to receive jus-
tice in a fair amount of
time. Chauradia said that
the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court stated that
it is our responsibility to
help the common people.
Remember that any organ-
izations that are connected
to us shouldn’t cause any
trouble. In order for regu-
lar citizens to receive as-
sistance and justice, there
should be a spirit of serv-
ice in our work. With the
assistance of the govern-

ment, he said that at-
tempts are being made to
fill such positions as soon
as possible at the state and
district levels.

Topeshwar Verma, the
secretary of the Food
Department, told that ef-
forts are being made to fill
all of the resources in ac-
cordance with the
Consumer Commission’s
requirements. He said that
a corpus fund is being es-
tablished, to which the
central and state govern-
ments will both contribute
equally. This sum’s inter-
est earnings will go to-
ward a program to raise
knowledge of consumer
law. The Chhattisgarh
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission’s
Registrar, Udayalakshmi
Singh Parmar, stated that
through this center, com-
mon customers will re-
ceive free advice on con-
sumer-related issues.
Additionally, the center
will provide aid to any cus-
tomer who needs an advo-
cate but is in some manner

unable to pay the charge.
Sushri Parmar stated

that average consumers
will now be able to resolve
their disputes through me-
diators instead of the
courts. Retired judges, ju-
rists, and members of so-
cial organizations com-
pensate these mediation
groups. The program in-
cluded a brochure pertain-
ing to the consumer
awareness campaign. On
this occasion, the All India
Grahak Panchayat
Ravikant Jaiswal,
National Executive
Member, Chief Justice of
Family Court Hemant
Shroff, Special Judge Mr.
Harendra Singh Tekam,
Secretary of District Legal
Authority Praveen
Mishra, Vice President of
District Bar Council Mr.
Saurabh Shukla, Former
Secretary of Advocates
Association Hitendra
Tiwari, and Vice President
of Chhattisgarh Province
Dr. Shobha Pandit along
with other dignitaries
were also present.

BJP fields ex-MLA Bramhanand Netam
for Bhanupratappur bypoll

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 15: The oppo-
sition BJP on Tuesday an-
nounced Bramhanand
Netam as its candidate for
the December 5 bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in
Chhattisgarh which fell
vacant after the death of
sitting Congress MLA and
state Assembly’s Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi.

The BJP’s central elec-
tion committee has ap-
proved the candidature of
Netam, a former party leg-

islator, for the
Bhanupratappur byelec-
tion, state party chief
Arun Sao said.

“We are confident that
we will be blessed with vic-

tory by the people of
Bhanupratappur,” Sao
said exuding confidence of
winning the bypoll.

Netam (49) had repre-
sented Bhanupratappur
seat, reserved for the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) can-
didates, in Kanker district
of Maoist-hit Bastar divi-
sion, as legislator from
2008 to 2013.

The last day of filing the
nominations for the bypoll
is November 17.

Polling will be held on
December 5 and votes will
be counted on December 8.

Mandavi (58), who rep-

resented Bhanupratappur
seat three times, died on
October 16 following a
heart attack. He was first
elected as a legislator in
1998 in the then undivided
Madhya Pradesh.

It is understood that
Bramhanand Netam re-
ceived preference from the
central leadership on the
basis of the inputs re-
ceived about his contact
with people at ground
level. Netam is likely to file
his nomination papers for
the elections on November
16 in presence of senior
leaders of the party.

‘People from fringes of society are my subjects’

Raipur, Nov 15: “My sub-
jects have always been peo-
ple from the fringes of soci-
ety” said writer Nidhi
Dugar Kundalia author of
White as Milk and Rice,
during The Write Circle
event held by The Ehsaas
Women of Raipur .

The welcome note was
given by, Gaurav Girija
Shukla, Founder Abhikalp
Foundation and associate
Prabha Khaitan
Foundation. Shrishti
Trivedi, lawyer turned en-
trepreneur and founder of
Project Getout a local com-
munity venture and a fel-
low Ehsaas Woman was the
moderator for the evening.

Nidhi Dugar Kundalia
has written two best selling
titles, The Lost Generation :
Chronicling India’s Dying
Professions and White as
Milk and Rice. She is a jour-
nalist based in Kolkatta and
writes extensively on socie-
ty its sub-cultures and vari-
ous other subjects within

this whole.
The book has six chap-

ters each dedicated to six of
the most original tribes of
India namely; the Marias,
the Halakkis, the
Kurumbas, the Khasis, the
Konyaks and the Kanjars
and their continual emo-

tional, physical and materi-
al struggles with the world
as it is today.

Elaborating on the title
Nidhi explained that while
some of these tribals are
shunned for sinister reputa-
tions, they are sought after
for their profound knowl-

edge and healing powers so
they often try to introduce
themselves on a lighter note
such as “alu kudumbu”
meaning like milk and “ha-
lakki” meaning white like
rice. Nidhi told the audience
how mind altering yet hum-
bling it is to visit and inter-

act with these tribes for
even a short period of time.
They practice slow living,
their movements are never
wasted and are always part
of something they have
learnt for generations.
Their lifestyle contrary to
popular belief is in fact
highly conducive to to a
healthy and disease free life.
However it’s unfortunate
that we try to destroy their
habitat and drag them to
live as we do in the outside
world.

Her experience in the
writing of this book has
been extraordinary says
Nidhi, and being a woman
was more an advantage for
her as most of her subjects
often spoke freely around
her, underestimating her
ability to use what was said
in her presence effectively.
Thereby allowing her to
compile information that
would’ve otherwise been dif-
ficult to procure. Having
dedicated a chapter to the
Marias of Bastar, Nidhi was
delighted to find a few mem-
bers of the audience who
had previously worked in
those areas or written about
the Marias, making the
writer-audience interaction
that much more interesting.

MESSAGE THRU RANGOLI

Students created variety of drawing on World AIDS Day, spreading about its awareness through ‘Rangoli drawing’
and poster- making here on Tuesday.

Inaugurates a
state-level con-
sumer counselling
and help center

Parvati Sahu, a reg-
ular customer, offi-
cially opens the
center

General public will
receive free advice
and consultations
on consumer-relat-
ed issues.

On the second day
of IITF

Special Secretary
Industries depart-
ment inspects stall

IIM, Raipur organizes a panel discussion 

Raipur, Nov 15: IlM
Raipur organized a panel
discussion on Nov. 13,
2022 for ePGP (Executive
Post Graduate
Programme) 2021-23
Batch. Satyendra Sahai,
Chief General Manager,
Indian Oil was the guest
of honor for the inaugu-

ral event on November
13, 2022. Prof. Dhananjay
Bapat, Chairperson,
ePGP, IIM Raipur, intro-
duced the theme. Prof.
Kamal Jain, Dean
(Academics), delivered
the welcome address.

Sumit, Nulearn shared
his experience with PGP
programme. The
Esteemed Panelists on
the theme “Hybrid Work
Structure” included:
Niharika Rai, Group HR
Head, Thermax Limited,
Satyendra Sahai. Chief
General Manager & Head

of Marketing
C o o r d i n a t i o n
Department, Indian Oil,
Ajay Goel- Managing
Director at Nagarro, Anil
Santhapuri, Director of
Skills Solutions, FIS.
Prof. Ritu Gupta, Faculty,
IIM Raipur moderated
the panel discussion.
Prof. Daniel Inbaraj,
Faculty, IIM Raipur, de-
livered the vote of
thanks. This panel dis-
cussion was organized by
the students of EPGP
Batch 1 2021-23 of IIM
Raipur.

Newly appointed directors of Apex Bank took charge
Raipur, Nov 15: Four
newly appointed directors
of Apex Bank by
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Dwarka
Sahu (Rewa-Arang),
Shankar Sodhi
(Kondagaon), Ajay Basal
(Ambikapur) and  Rakesh
Singh Thakur
(Dhaurabhatha-Patan)
took charge at Apex Bank
Headquarters located in
Nava Raipur. took over. On
this occasion, Chairman of
Apex Bank Mr. Baijnath
Chandrakar congratulated
and best wishes to all the
newly appointed directors.
It is worth mentioning that
four directors have been
appointed by the
Chhattisgarh government
to smoothly conduct the
activities of the

Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Bank (Apex
Bank) and exercise the
powers of the Board of
Directors. Addressing the
function, Baijnath
Chandrakar said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has more faith in

cooperatives. The policies
of the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment are focused on
the interests of the farm-
ers. The cooperative banks
of the state are fulfilling
the agricultural needs of
the farmers like interest
free agricultural loans, fer-

tilizers, seeds with full effi-
ciency. Important work
like purchase of paddy on
support price, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
and Go-Dhan Nyay Yojana,
purchase of forest produce
on support price, transfer
of amount directly to the
accounts of farmers and
beneficiaries are being
done through cooperative
banks and cooperative so-
cieties. He said that
Bhupesh Baghel’s govern-
ment is continuously
working in the interest of
farmers, agricultural and
landless labourers, women
and tribals. The farmer of
Chhattisgarh is happy
today, full credit goes to the
Chief Minister of the
state. The President of
Apex Bank, the newly ap-

pointed directors and the
Presidents of District
Cooperative Central Banks
unanimously expressed
their gratitude to the
farmer friendly Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel. The
Chairman of District Co-
operative Central Banks,
Ramdev Ram Ambikapur,
Jagdalpur, Shankar
Dhruva, Raipur, Pankaj
Sharma, Bilaspur, Pramod
Nayak, Durg President,
Rajendra Sahu, Managing
Director Apex Bank, K.N.
Kande, DGM Mr Bhupesh
Chandravanshi, OSD Mr
Avinash Srivastava, Apex
Bank officials and a large
number of public repre-
sentatives, officers and em-
ployees of the cooperative
sector were present.

On ‘Hybrid Work
Structure’ as part of
campus immersion

Says writer Nidhi
Duggar Kundalia
and Author of
‘White as Milk 
and Rice



Seminar for career selection in avaition for girl students held 

Raipur, Nov 15: There are
many opportunities avail-
able in the field of aviation,
girl students can choose
their career in this field.
Career Counseling and
Placement Cell and I.Q.A.C.
organised a seminar  for ca-
reer selection and guidance
to girl students in the field
of Aviation at Government
DB Girls College, Raipur.
The speaker of
International Institute of

Aviation informed the girl
students about employ-
ment prospects, personali-
ty development, communi-
cation skills and ground
jobs, technical jobs and
other opportunities in avia-
tion. He also talked about
the difficulties in selection
in this field. He explained

about all the airlines in de-
tail. The students enthusi-
astically asked questions
and raised their doubts. In
the seminar, Radha Yadav,
Subhash Chaure and
Saurabh Dubey informed
about the various courses
conducted in their institute
and inforemed the  stu-

dents about B.A. in Travel
and Tourism, B.Com. in
Logistics and Cargo, B.B.A.
along with Aviation, educa-
tion and training of Cabin
Crew along with Airport
Ground Management,
Diploma in Travel Tourism
and Hospitality as well as
Advanced Diploma in
Airlines. Dr. Kiran Gajpal,
Principal of Government
DB Girls College, said in
the seminar that giving in-
formation about aviation
industry to girl students
also increases their com-
mercial industry value,
which will help girl stu-
dents to make a career in
the coming times.

Protection of children is everyone’s moral responsibility: Netam
Raipur, Nov 15: On the oc-
casion of National
Children’s Day, under the
joint aegis of Chhattisgarh
Police and UNICEF, a state
level seminar on child
rights was organised on
Monday. Mrs. Tejkunwar
Netam, Chairperson,
Chhattisgarh State Child
Rights Protection
Commission was present as
the chief guest in the pro-
gramme. Addressing the
participants from all over
the state, he said that it is
necessary to remove the
fear of the police from the
minds of the children and
while registering FIRs for
child abuse, harassment,
sexual harassment cases, he
insisted on investigating
these cases quickly and seri-
ously. Along with this, he
said that the responsibility
of protecting the rights of
children is not only the

moral responsibility of
their parents and society
but also of all government
and non-government organ-
isations working in this di-
rection.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Additional
Director General of Police,
Mr. Pradeep Gupta said that
under the guidance of
Director General of Police
Mr. Ashok Juneja, the police
department is continuously
doing welfare work in the
direction of safety and pro-
tection of women, children,
old and helpless people. In

today’s changing environ-
ment, new challenges are
emerging for the police and
the face of the police should
not be intimidating in the
minds of the children.
Education, health and nu-
trition are essential for the
development of children.
Nowadays children have
started spending most of
the time in social media.
Therefore, it is necessary to
explain the safe use of so-
cial media among children
through awareness pro-
grams. Special guest of the
program, Chhattisgarh

UNICEF Chief Mr. Job
Zakaria said in his address
that children are neither an
expense nor a burden on
anyone, rather they are the
country’s investment,
which further strengthens
the country economically
and socially. Also, referring
to the child friendly police
station operating in the
state of Chhattisgarh, said
that Chhattisgarh is such a
state in the country, where
the child friendly police sta-
tion is not operated in
paper but physically.
Children should be attract-
ed towards the police when
the station in-charge visits
the villages from time to
time and the fear of the po-
lice can be reduced in their
minds. Inspector General of
Police, CID, Sushil
Chandra Dwivedi said that
since the formation of the
state, the Chhattisgarh

Police has been working
with sensitivity towards
child protection and there
was a big change in the year
2016, when in collaboration
with UNICEF, the Police
Headquarters started a
child protection program. A
rights cell was formed and
since then the police de-
partment’s partnership
with UNICEF on child
rights protection continues
unabated. Inspector
General of Police CID Dr.
Sajeev Shukla expressed
gratitude to the guests who
attended the programme.
On this occasion, Deputy
Inspector General of Police
Mrs. Milna Kurre,
Assistant Inspector
General of Police, Mr. Y.P.
Singh, Mrs. Pooja Agarwal,
Mr. U.B.S. Chauhan, Ms.
Gitanjali from UNICEF and
other police officers and
employees were present.

AVM, Surguja provides 410 students with tablets

SSuurrgguujjaa,,  NNoovv  1155::  Adani Vidya
Mandir (AVM), run by the
Adani Foundation in Surguja,
has taken a significant step
towards giving tribal students
a modern learning experience
by providing them with cus-
tomised tablets as per their
grades. All 410 students in
classes 4 to 10 will each have
their own tablet allowing them
to access self-paced learning
even after school hours on a
customised tablet even with-
out Internet connection.

AVM is a co-educational,
English medium school affiliat-
ed to CBSE and provides edu-
cation to children from in and
around Surguja, many of whom
come from underprivileged
backgrounds. Most of them are
first-generation learners, who
lack access to the Internet,
modern technology, and even
the most fundamental academ-
ic after-school help. The school
aims to assist students in real-
ising their full potential by pro-
viding a learner-friendly envi-
ronment and devoted instruc-
tors.

The Adani Foundation
Chairperson Dr Priti Adani

said: “Adani Vidya Mandir in
Surguja caters to a highly mar-
ginalized population. With
access to digital tools, the stu-
dents will be equipped with an
improved educational experi-
ence as well as ease of learn-
ing. Ultimately, we hope that
the success of these children
will empower their families
and communities.”

This move is beneficial con-
sidering that the school is in a
remote location that is
deprived of sources like coach-
ing, tuition, online classes, var-
ied assessment techniques,
and expert guidance. It will
also enhance the professional
skills of the teachers.

“With this tablet, we will be
able to understand our syllabus
in a better way. Many a time,
some questions remain unan-
swered while studying at home
and we have to wait till we go
to school the next day. Now, we

won’t face such a problem,”
said class X student Anishma
Porte.

Many eminent citizens of the
area and parents participated
in the tablet distribution pro-
gramme. Chief guest Mr.
Siddharth Singh Deo, an MLA
representative, called it a com-
mendable effort and encour-
aged the children to study
hard.

Manoj Kumar Shahi, Cluster
Head, PEKB Mines; Ram
Dwivedi, Cluster HR Head;
Satyendra Baghel, AVP,
Business Development; Jayant
Mohanty, Region CSR Head,
Adani Foundation; and Rajesh
Ranjan, CSR Head, Adani
Foundation, Surguja, were also
present on the occasion. Mr.
Brijlal Das, whose son is study-
ing in class IX, said, “We are
thankful to Adani Vidya Mandir
to provide our children with
everything related to higher

education in these remote
areas.”

The school has also convert-
ed seven classrooms into digi-
tal learning spaces to improve
the teaching and learning
experience. Digitalization in
school will provide good con-
tent and enhance the skills of
the teachers, which will be
beneficial to students in
improving their knowledge and
learning steps. Students will
benefit from the assistance
provided by e-learning plat-
form BYJU’s in developing and
achieving higher aspirations
and career paths. 

Surguja is one of
Chhattisgarh’s oldest districts,
with scheduled tribes consti-
tuting most of the population.
About half of the land in the
district is covered by forests.
Difficult geography, poor infra-
structure, and high levels of
underdevelopment and poverty
pose multiple challenges. The
Adani Group’s entry into the
state has helped to restore
some sense of normalcy to the
lives of the tribal people. 

The Group’s CSR arm, Adani
Foundation, conducts many
programmes of education,
health, livelihood promotion
and infrastructure develop-
ment along with Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL).

CM offers prayers at Maa Shitla Mata Mandir

Doongargarh, Nov 15:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached Maa Shitla
Mata Mandir in village
Devridih today. He offered
prayers to the deity and
wished for the happiness,
prosperity and well-being of
the people of the state.
Meanwhile, Shri Baghel is
on a visit to the Dongargarh
assembly constituency as a
part of his statewide
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

Baghel inaugurated
‘Shitla Mata Kutir’ in the
temple premises and plant-
ed a sapling of sandalwood
plant here. Food Minister
Shri Amarjeet Bhagat and
MLA Bhuneshwar

Shobharam Baghel also
planted sandalwood
saplings.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister also inaugu-
rated a community hall
built at a cost of Rs 6.50
lakh in the temple premis-
es. Jyoti Kalash will be in-

stalled in this building dur-
ing Navratri. Gram
Panchayat Ghumka
Sarpanch Smt. Phoolmati
Verma presented a portrait
of the ancient form of Maa
Shitla to Chief Minister
Shri Baghel. Rajnandgaon
District Co-operative

Central Bank President
Shri Nawaz Khan, District
Collector Shri Doman
Singh Thakur,
Superintendent of Police
Shri Praful Thakur along
with other local public rep-
resentatives were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

CM takes feedback of govt’s
schemes from people

Dongargarh, Nov 15:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during his Bhent-
Mulaqat programme at
village Ghumka of
Dongargarh assembly con-
stituency met the people
and took stock of various
state government schemes
and meet up their require-
ments and request made.

‘MSY has enhanced
child’s nutrition’

In the CM’s Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme in
Gram Ghukma,
Khileshwari Yadav stated
that the Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana consid-
erably enhanced the
child’s nutrition.
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana has helped the chil-
dren restore their nutri-
tion said Khileshwari
Yadav.

The Chief Minister said
babies should be fit and
healthy, away from any
diseases. Khileshwari stat-
ed that her child had a

club foot condition, for
which treatment will be
provided, said the Chief
Minister.
Yadav stated that he has
been selling cow dung

for 2.5 years 
Has so far earned Rs
85K in 2.5 yrs under

GNY: Narayan
Ghumka: While having  a
conversation
a b o u t
G o d h a n
N y a y a
Yojana with
the Chief
Minister, Mr.
B h u p e s h
Baghel, Narayan Yadav
stated, “I have been selling
cow dung for two and a
half years, and I have sold
cow dung worth Rs
80,000.” I had not thought
that by selling cow dung, I
would have such a good
earning.

Narayan told that he
used it to purchase a cow
for Rs,75,000 from it. This

cow gives 16 liters of milk
every day.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that he received a call
the day before yesterday
from a farmer of chirchar-
ri village who made a big
financial benefit by selling
cow dung. he prepared his
son for NEET, and his son
was selected for Kanker
Medical College.

I am overjoyed when
such calls are received and
people’s lives are im-
proved as a result of these
programs, said Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel.

CM meets up demand 
of Dhaneshwari for
pursing education

Ghumka: Dhaneshwari
said to the Chief Minister
B h u p e s h
Baghel that
her father is
no more and
her brother
is a juvenile.
She has
passed with
73% marks in Biology. She
has secured admission to a
Nursing college and needs
money to pursue her 
studies.

The Chief Minister
asked her how much
money she needed.
Dhaneshwari replied
that she’ll accept any
amount that she is given.
The Chief Minister said

that they will provide
her an amount of Rs. 1
lakh. Dhaneshwari re-
quested him to give her
Rs. 2 lakh. The Chief
Minister said that they
will provide her with Rs.
1.5 lakh now and the rest
of the money will be
given to her after she
meets him during the
final year of college.

Tribals’ pride synonymous with India’s pride: RSS chief
JJaasshhppuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on Monday said
the pride of tribals is India’s
pride and appealed to people to
protect it for the country, reli-
gion and culture.

He unveiled a statue of former
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
and Union minister late Dilip
Singh Judev, hailed by right-wing
organisations for his ‘Ghar
Wapsi’ campaign to reconvert
tribals from Christianity in the
Jashpur region of Chhattisgarh.

Addressing a function to mark
‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ in
Jashpur district, Bhagwat
appealed to tribals to stay strong
against those who try to dupe
them by taking advantage of
their innocence.

The event which was held at
Ranjeeta Stadium by Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram was attended by

a large number of people
belonging to tribal communities.

“The pride of tribals is the
pride of India. Tribals’ pride is
the core of our pride and our way
of living. People should under-
stand this and stand with tribals
to protect their pride for the
country, religion, and culture,”
he said.

“The birthday of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda (on November 15
which is observed as Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas) and the unveiling
of the statue of Dilip Singh Judev
are linked or coincidentally
linked. Judev was brave. Despite
having a name, fame, assets and
power, he remained humble. He
always stood for the pride of
tribals,” Bhagwat said.

He said Judev had immense
love for the country, religion and
culture.

“Bhagwan Birsa Munda was

also inspired by the same love
and fought for all of us. What is
this tribal pride? Our ancestors’
tradition is our pride which
teaches us how to lead life. It
gives us a legacy of bravery and
sanctity. It gives the courage to
take on challenges of life,” he
added.

The RSS chief said in the con-
text of religion, “janjatiya gau-
rav” (tribal pride) is a “dharm
gaurav” (religious pride) of
India.

Birsa Munda was a tribal free-
dom fighter and folk hero who
belonged to the Munda tribe. He
spearheaded a tribal religious
millenarian movement that
arose in the Bengal Presidency
(now Jharkhand) in the late 19th
century, during the British Raj,
thereby making him an impor-
tant figure in the history of the
Independence movement.

“Where did the religion of
India originate from? There are
diverse deities and ways of
offering rituals but everyone has
the same behaviour. This reli-
gion is born out of farmland and
forests. All religions of India
were given by farmers and forest
dwellers,” he said and added our
religion sees purity in everyone
and sees God everywhere includ-
ing in rivers, trees, and birds.

He said tribal brothers while
living with nature and protecting
it taught the people to protect
the environment.

“We all should stand with trib-
als to protect their society, pride
and culture as Dilip Singh Judev
ji did. We have to understand
this pride and stay united to pro-
tect it for the truth, country, reli-
gion, culture and society. The
whole world needs that pride
which India has. 

CM unveils statue of Rani Avanti Bai 
Dongargarh: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday un-
veiled the statue of Rani
Avanti Bai in village
Ghumka of Rajnandgaon
district. Paying floral
tributes to the statue of
Rani Avanti Bai, Baghel
remembered her sacri-
fice and saluted her great
valour and courage.

Born on August 16,
1861, in the Lodhi Rajput
family, Veerangana Rani
Avanti Bai Lodhi was the
daughter of Shri Jujhar
Singh. She was married
to Raja Vikramajit Singh
of Ramgarh (present-day
Dindori). She had two
children, Aman Singh
and Sher Singh. The chil-
dren were minors at the
time of the death of her
husband, so the state
powers came to the
queen. As a Queen, she

efficiently administrated
state affairs and when
the revolt of 1857 broke
out she fought firmly
with the British and de-
feated them many times.

On March 20, 1858, she
killed herself with her
own sword when facing
an almost certain defeat
in battle and became a
martyr.
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In Govt DB Girls College

Many opportunities for
girl students in the field
of aviation

Aims to facilitate better
learning experiences
through digital learning

Prayed for happiness,
prosperity and 
well-being of all

Inaugurated community
hall built in the 
temple premises

# Ghumka to be made a
Nagar Panchayat.

# Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
to be opened in Ghumka.

# Announcement of com-
plete tehsil implementa-
tion of Ghumka within 3
months.

# Branch of Cooperative
bank to be opened in
Baghera.

# Announcement of canal
lining from Ruse Dam.

# Announcement of widen-
ing of Ghumka to
Gopalpur road.

# Announcement of canal
lining and its expansion
in Tendunala reservoir.

# Announcement of canal
lining work in Jewar
Katta reservoir.

# Upgradation of High
School to Higher
Secondary School at
Haduva, Khara and
Murmunda.

CM’s annoucement

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  1155::  The final
match of the tournament was
played between Ufra XI and
Pandarbhatta XI. In a thrilling
contest, Ufra XI defeated
Pandarbhatta XI and emerged as
the winner of the tournament.
The winning team was present-
ed with Rs 15,000 in cash by
Bemetara MLA Ashish Chhabra
and Rs 8,000 to the runner’s up
team Pandarbhatta by the
farmer leader Yogesh Tiwari.

It is notable here that a crick-
et tournament was organized by
JPC Cricket Club in village Sarda
of Bemetara, Vidhan Sabha con-
stituency and it concluded with
the hospitality of Bemetara MLA
Ashish Chhabra and farmer

leader Yogesh Tiwari. On this
occasion, the guests distributed
prizes to the winning and run-
ner-up teams. 

Apart from this, the best per-
forming batsman, fielder,
bowler and all rounder award
were also distributed during the
entire tournament. On this occa-
sion, farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari encouraged the players

and said that cricket is a game
of adventure. In this, youth have
to demonstrate their skills as
well as intelligence. The youth
should ensure their participation
in such competitions. This will
not only increase their physical
capacity, but would broaden
their intellectual capacity.
Sports always inspire to be unit-
ed and struggle, which is also

necessary for the young genera-
tion, he said.

He praised the organizing
committee and said that by
organizing such events, we
should provide such platforms to
the youth from time to time, so
that they can showcase their tal-
ent and make their future in the
field of sports. 

During this Janak Ram Dhivar,
Ravi Parganiha, Churaman,
Pachi Lal, AK Pal, Narsingh, Lalu
Sahu, Bharat Kosle, JP Yadav
Ishwar Sahu, Manoj, Suresh
Sahu, Poshan Baghel, Devlal,
Baldau Dewangan, Dhaneshwar,
Jagan, Durgesh, Gopal ,
Takeshwar, Asaram, Sahil,
Devendra, Govind, Bhagwat,
Sagar, Hemant, Rahul, Ravi,
Pawan, Inder, Bhuneshwar,
Sanju, Anandram, Rajendra,
Gaurishankar, Mukesh,
Tikeshwar etc were present.

Sports always inspire us to be united and struggle: Tiwari
Ufra XI won the 
tournament by defeating
Pandarbhatta XI

Chacha Nehru’s birth anniversary celebrated with dignity

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  1155::  Bastar
District Congress Committee
(DCC) city celebrated the birth
anniversary of Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru with dignity and simplic-
ity at Rajiv Bhavan here on
Monday. First the Congmen
garlanded photo of Pt. Nehru
and paid rich tributes to the
leader.

Throwing light on his biogra-
phy, DCC (urban) President
Rajeev Sharma informed about
his sacrifice, penance and con-
tributions. He said that he was
the first Prime Minister, the
central personality of Indian
politics before and after inde-
pendence. He was born on 14
November 1889. He did not

allow the country to collapse its
semi-system even in many odd
circumstances. 

He was very fond of children,
so he got the title of 'Chacha
Nehru' and came to be known
as Chacha Nehru in the coun-
try. Jawaharlal Nehru was the
first Prime Minister of inde-
pendent India. His father was a
famous Barrister and social
worker. Nehruji was the only
son of a prosperous family.
Apart from these, he had three
sisters in his family. 

Pt. Nehru was a Saraswat
Brahmin of Kashmiri descent.
Pt. Nehru received education
from renowned schools and
colleges of the country and
abroad. He received his pri-
mary school education from
Harrow and law from Trinity
College London. After this he
graduated in law from
Cambridge University. Staying

in England for 7 years, he de-
veloped the knowledge of
Fabian socialism and Irish na-
tionalism.

Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Rekhchand Jain expressed
his views on the birth anniver-
sary of former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and said that
he had inherited politics since
birth and handled it very well.
He also had an important role

in the Independence of the
country. Rich in intelligence,
Nehru emerged as the supreme
leader of the Indian independ-
ence movement under the tute-
lage of Mahatma Gandhi, who
proved to be a successful Prime
Minister of the country and
served India well from inde-
pendence in 1947 to 1964 as an
independent nation. 

No matter how much their

work style is appreciated, he
also gave due respect to
women power. Today, because
of them, women power has
made its important place in the
country. In 1935, when the
British Government passed the
resolution of the India Act, the
Congress decided to contest
elections. Nehru supported the
party only by staying outside
the elections. Congress formed

the government in every state
and won most of the places. In
1936-1937, Nehru was appoint-
ed the President of the
Congress. Nehru was arrested
in 1942 amid the Quit India
Movement under the leader-
ship of Gandhiji. 

After which he came out of
jail in 1945. District General
Secretary Anwar Khan,
Gournath Nag, Sunita Singh,
Surya Pani, Kaushal Nagvanshi,
Amar Singh, Dayaram Nag,
Sushil Maurya, Harishankar
Singh, Chabishyam Tiwari, M
Venkat Rao, Mahesh Thakur,
Narendra Tiwari, Guddu
Parihar, RK Giri were present in
the program. Senior
Congressmen including office
bearers of District Congress,
Seva Dal, Mahila Congress,
Youth Congress, NSUI and
other cells, department offi-
cials were present.
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Konta, Jan 15: in Sukma
district under the guidance
of Nitin Kumar
Commandant 219 V CRPF
and Neeraj Kumar Singh II
Commanding Officer
(Administrative) and
Suryakant Singh II
Commanding Officer
(Operational) 219 V CRPF
under the direction of B /
219  Civic Action Programs
(CAP) were organized at V
Vahini Atagetta, G/219 V
Vahini Kottacheru, and
A&D/219 V Vahini Bheji.

In which about 700-800
villagers of villages-
Etagetta, Asirguda,
Gerapad, Pedakisolipara,
Kottacheru, Patelpara,
Sarpanchpara, Bheji,
Anderpara, Bankupara,
Pentabheji, Regadgatta,
Kolaiguda etc. participated.
Under the Civic Action
Program, small children
and school students of the
village were distributed

notebooks, erasers, pencils,
sharpeners, color pencils,
pencil boxes, geometry
boxes, pens and keeping in
mind the autumn, blankets
and agricultural work for
the elderly. Daily tools like
shovel, axe, sickle, gait etc.
were distributed.

Through the Civic
Action Program Neeraj

Kumar Singh, 2nd
Commanding Officer
stressed upon all the eld-
ers of the village to give
higher education to their
children along with pri-
mary education. It was
also told that India will not
be able to develop com-
pletely until every child of
India is literate.

When the students of
India will study, only then
India will grow. Therefore,
along with domestic work,
give school education to
your children and give your
valuable contribution in
making India a better, pros-
perous and literate India,
he added. In the end of the
program, all the villagers
were given food.

Along with this, medi-
cines were distributed
through medical camps for
the better health of the vil-
lagers, treating common
diseases like cold, cough,
fever, high blood pressure,
body ache, joint pain,
chronic wounds/wounds,
sore throat and malaria. .

On this occasion, Rehan
Ali Khan (Assistant
Commandant) B/219,
Satish Sangwan (Assistant
Commandant) G/219
Battalion, Jalam Singh
Battalion, (Assistant
Commandant) A, and D/
219 Battalion, Bhushan

Batra (Medical Officer)
sent to the field hospital
Subordinate officers and
other personnel of the
Samvay were also present.

All the nearby villagers
participated enthusiastical-
ly in this event, which
clearly shows that the trust
of the villagers towards the
government is increasing.
Good relations and trust
are being established be-
tween common citizens
and CRPF. The people of
this area are joining the
main stream of develop-
ment leaving the Naxalite
ideology.

All the villagers are very
happy with the develop-
ment work done by 219th
Vahini CRPF and by organ-
izing this program CRPF
219th Vahini assured all the
villagers that along with
medical facilities, if there
is any hindrance in educa-
tion system and education
acquisition CRPF 219 V
Vahini is always ready.

New initiative by Navratnas 

Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahiwara, Nov
15: A new chapter of de-
velopment has been start-
ed by organizing various
programs under
Navpahal in Government
Primary School
Medesara, which was es-
tablished in 1902 during
the British rule. Principal
Sunil Banchore giving in-
formation, said that the
nine teachers (Navratnas)
working in the school are
doing development work
on the basis of their own
personality by being the
leaders of the new initia-
tive.

With the financial help
of the public, an action
plan has been prepared
on the basis of the school
development plan, which
mainly includes the con-
struction of dining room,

library, prayer meeting,
play ground, printed
class, modern smart class
etc.

The work of collecting
resources from the com-
munity by establishing
harmony with them is
being done by Pushpalata
Satkar, while remedial
teaching is being done by
Pratima Dubey to make
up for the loss of teaching
during the Corona peri-
od.

Classes are being taken
by teacher Niti Singh
after school hours for
Navodaya selection and
Jawahar Utkarsh selec-
tion. Songs are taught to
the children by Ishwari
Thakur, the cultural in-
charge of the school and
English teaching is being
done continuously by
Rukmani Soni, and many
other teacers are in line
to promote unique educa-
tion.

Action plans are being
implemented from the
High Office as per the in-

structions of District
Education Officer,
Assistant Director,
Development Block
Education Officer,
Assistant Development
Block Education Officer,
Development Block
Stotra Coordinator, and
Complex Principal
R a s h m i r a n j a n a
Banshiyar.

All the work is being
conducted under the
guidance of the cluster
coordinator Siddharth
Bhuwal. Sarpanch
Santoshi Hulas Lodhi,
District Member Liman
Sahu, Deputy Sarpanch
Usha Kesra, Senior
Citizen Vinay Dwivedi,
Dilip Kashyap, Devendra
Kashyap, Chaksudarshan
Kashyap and many oth-
ers. Here, it may be noted
that in the session 2017-18,
under the leadership of
the then headmaster
Siddharth Bhuwal, the
school has been awarded
the state level excellent
school award.

Minors apprehended for rash driving
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 15: Three
minors were detained by
the police for rash driving
on a high speed number-
less motorcycle. There
were frequent complaints
of stunt bikers on the city
roads and action was
taken by the police on the
complaint.

In the district, continu-
ous action is being taken
against rash driving with-
out number three ride and
high speed motor cycle,
minor motor cycle drivers.
In this sequence, on
November 10, 3 minor
youths were caught driv-
ing dangerously in a high
speed motor cycle.

Taking action against
which under the Motor
Vehicle Act, the minor
youths were handed over
to the relatives and neces-
sary advice was given to
the relatives. It is to be

known that at present the
Mungeli Police is continu-
ously campaigning
against high speed stunt
biking and modified bikes,
minor motorists, three-
rider motor cycles and vio-
lators of traffic rules and
urging people to follow
traffic rules.

Along with this, the
Mungeli Police is also run-
ning traffic awareness pro-

gram in schools and col-
leges and making them
aware by giving informa-
tion regarding the useful-
ness of traffic indicators,
signals, rules of walking
on the road, license, insur-
ance helmet etc. In the last
few days, action has been
taken against more than
200 drivers who violate the
traffic rules by the
Mungeli police.
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G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Nov 15: Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, Semra has
been selected in the District
Level National Children's
Science Congress
Competition. District
Collector Richa Prakash
Chaudhary has congratu-
lated the children and the
school family for getting se-
lected in the state level
National Children's
Science Congress competi-
tion.

District Education
Officer NK Chandra has in-
formed that the students of
middle and higher wing in
the age group of 10 to 17
years of Swami Atmanand
Government Excellence
English Medium School,

Semra participated in the
district level National
Children's Science
Congress competition. 5
groups of junior category
secured first position in

National Children's
Science Congress 2022-23
and got selected for state
level. Students of the insti-
tution Shaurya Raj
Robinson and Arpan Raj

Robinson placed first on
the topic Know the sub-
story ecosystem, Soumya
Kesharwani and Deepika
Paikra, got first place on
the topic of sub-story

health, nutrition and pro-
motion of health, sub-story
ecosystem and social for
health, and on the topic of
cultural practices, Sadaf
Anjum and Nikhilesh
Dhruv have secured first
place.Many other students
won the competition in sen-
ior level too.

In the district level art
festival, Nirali Bhosle in
solo traditional dance and
Rimi Rajak in classical
Kathak solo dance have
been selected for the state
level art festival. School
Principal Narendra
Kumar Tiwari and all the
staff members have sent
their best wishes on this
continuous hard work of
the students and guiding
teachers Najish Rahim,
Archana Tiwari, Jitesh
Das and others.

Memorandum submitted
for irregularities

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 15: A memo-
randum was submitted to
SDM regarding irregulari-
ties in the work of
Pokhara Pitaiband road.
As per information, the
road widening work in 11
km from Rajim to
Pitaiband and Pokhara is
going on for the last one
year, but the work is
stopped after Diwali, due
to which there are big pot-
holes all over the place.

In this route,
Mahasamund is accessed
from Amapara, Pitaiband,
Bakli, Rawand,
Parsadjoshi, Pokhara and
Hathkhoj of the city.
Chandulal Sahu, former
MP of Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency, hand-
ed over a memorandum
containing the signatures

of the residents to the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Rajim's office, regarding
these problems and has
also said that demonstra-
tion will be done, if irregu-
larities in the work is not
corrected and work re-
sumed at the earliest. He
has also said that if the

problems are not resolved
within 15 days, then there
will be a chakka jam. In the
signed memorandum, be-
sides former MP Chandulal
Sahu, BJP Mandal
President Kamal Sinha,
Malti Sahu, Sivanandan
Nishad, Rakesh Kansari
also have signed.

SXHS Bharni hosts Inter School quiz competition
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 15:
"Learning gives creativity,
creativity leads to thinking,
thinking provides knowl-
edge and knowledge makes
us great". Keeping in mind
the resonance of the above
mentioned words St.
Xavier's High School
Bharni organized an inter
school quiz competition on
14th November, 2022. It was
in collaboration with QUIZ-
ZARD and lasted for six
hours. Around 50 schools
from all over Chhattisgarh
and its neighboring states
participated in this compe-
tition.

The competition was
graced with the presence of
Dr. Rashmi Singh, MLA of
Takhatpur, Laxmi Narayan
Mishra, DIG of CRPF
Bharni, Dr. G.S. Pattnaik
MD of St.Xavier's Chain of
schools, Miss Lekhashree
Pattnaik director, Pravakar
Pattnaik COO of St.

Xavier's School.
The programme was in-

augurated with the lighting
of the lamp by the honor-
able dignitaries followed by
the Saraswati Bandana.
Next a colourful dance was
performed by the students
of Bharni. Then
J.S.Hundal Principal of

St.Xavier's High School
Bharni, delivered a brief
but neat speech befitting
the occasion. After that the
quiz master, Dr.
Pradyuman Mishra initiat-
ed the main event. It was a
two stage competition
which covered the prelims
and the final round. There

were 99 teams consisting of
two members each.

After the screening
round 32 teams were select-
ed for the four rounds of
semi final   which compris-
es following  rounds :
Pounce and Pass Round,
Grid Round, Rapid Fire
Round, Bidding Round,

Buddy Round Etc.
Accomplishing the semis 8
teams were selected for the
final battle.

Almost 500 Students
were present in this elevat-
ed program. Kashish and
Unnati Jain from
Maharishi Vidyamandir
clinched the First position
followed by Om Sahu and
A.Power from DPS
Dhamtari placed 2nd and
Snigdha Mohanti and
Shreyansh Satpathy from
KPS Raipur placed 3rd.

Arrangement of snacks
and lunch were there for all
the participants as well as
for the quiz organizers. Dr.
Rashmi Singh Thakur and
Dr. G.S. Pattnaik honored
the  winners with cash
prizes and certificates fol-
lowed by their heartwarm-
ing speeches and the com-
petition  was winded up by
5:30pm with the National
Anthem. Overall, the inter
school quiz competition
was a huge triumph.
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p At Rajiv Bhawan 
by Congmen

p In Medesara
Vidyalaya

In Pokhara Pitaiband road work

In Civic Action Prog by 219 V CRPF Battalion 

SAGEMS Semra selected for 
National Science Competition

Villagers, students distributed variety of useful materials
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Mizoram-Assam minister-level border talks on Thu
Aizawl, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Mizoram delega-
tion headed by state
Home minister
Lalchamliana would
leave for Guwahati on
Wednesday for the third
minister-level talks with
Assam to resolve the
inter-state border dispute,
a senior home depart-
ment official said.

Mizoram Home depart-
ment joint secretary
Lalthiamsanga Sailo told
PTI that the third round
of the minister-level talk
would be held at 11 am on
Thursday.

Official level talks of
both the states would be
held around 5 pm on
Wednesday a day ahead of
the minister-level talk, he
said.

Apart from
Lalchamliana, Land
Revenue and Settlement

minister Lalruatkima
will also take part in the
minister-level talk, anoth-
er home department offi-
cial said.

The Mizoram delega-
tion will also include com-
missioner and secretary
of Home Department H
Lalengmawia and two
other senior officials of
the Home department, he
said.

The Assam delegation
is likely to be headed by
border area protection
and development minis-
ter Atul Bora, highly
placed sources said.

Mizoram and Assam,
which share a 164.6-km-
long inter-state boundary,
have a long-standing bor-
der dispute, which main-
ly stemmed from two
colonial demarcations in
1875 and 1933.

While Mizoram
claimed that 509 square

miles stretch of the inner
line reserve forest noti-
fied by the British in 1875
as its actual boundary,
Assam accepted the map
prepared by survey of
India in 1933 as its consti-
tutional boundary.

However, there is no
ground demarcation of
the boundary between the
two states, according to
officials.

After sporadic skir-
mishes since 2018, the
border dispute had taken
an ugly turn in July last
year when police forces of
the two states exchanged
fire leading to the death of
six policemen and a civil-
ian from Aizawl.

More than 60 people
were also injured in the
violent clash that took
place in the disputed area
near Mizoram’s
Vairengte village on the
National Highway-306.

The violent clash was
followed by an economic
blockade imposed on the
lifeline of Mizoram (NH-
306) by locals of Lailapur
village in Assam.

The two states began
talks from August last
year and agreed to resolve
the dispute through dia-
logue besides maintain-
ing peace along the inter-
state border.

Since then both the del-
egations have held two
rounds of talks and five
virtual meetings over the
border issue.

Mizoram Chief
Minister Zoramthanga
and his Assam counter-
part Himanta Biswa
Sarma have also met
twice in New Delhi in
November last year and
September this year to
find an amicable solution
to the vexed border dis-
pute.

KCR opens 8 medical colleges at the same time

Hyderabad, Nov 15: 

A historic event took
place in the field of med-
ical education in Pragati
Bhavan on Tuesday.
Telangana State has
opened a new chapter in
the medical field of the
country by opening 8 med-
ical colleges at the same
time. CM KCR has initiat-
ed a qualitative change in
the field of medicine by
starting the classes for
MBBS first year students
in 8 medical colleges from
Hyderabad.

CM KCR congratulated
the medical students and
staff during the inaugura-
tion ceremony. CM KCR
congratulated Health
Minister Harish Rao and
senior officials for their ef-
forts.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao’s said
that this is a golden chap-
ter in the history of
Telangana state, an unfor-

gettable day. One day we
faced many problems for
drinking water, irrigation
water, electricity, medical
seat and engineering seat.
Today we have achieved
Swarashtra and are lead-
ing the country with great
self-respect and are under-
taking many innovative
programs.

We are proud to start 8
medical colleges today.
Previously we started 4
medical colleges in
Mahbubnagar, Siddipet,
Nalgonda and Suryapet.
We are managing them
successfully. Today we
started 8 new medical col-
leges in Sangareddy,
M a h a b u b a b a d ,
Manchiryala, Jagityala,
Vanaparthi, Kothagudem,
Nagarkurnool and
Ramagundam. Especially
in a tribal area like
Mahabubabad, in a remote
area like Vanaparthi, no
one ever dreamed that gov-
ernment colleges and med-

ical colleges would come
up. The creation of a
Swarastate and the leader-
ship of the administration
of Telangana by the chil-
dren who worked as ac-
tivists made our dreams
come true.

The construction of
these 8 colleges took shape
with the efforts of Harish
Rao, a Telangana move-
ment activist and medical
specialist. Special thanks
to them. Thanks to the su-
periors and staff who
helped them. We are deter-
mined to have one medical
college in every district.
The number of
Government Medical
Colleges increased to 17.
They are spread over 16
districts. There is a need to
start new medical colleges
in another 17 districts.In
principle  cabinet approval
has also been given to take
up the construction of
these in the coming days,
he added.

In the coming days, I
will also take up the con-
struction of the remaining
17 colleges and, God will-
ing, I will also perform the
inauguration of these.
Previously 850 MBBS seats
were available in govern-
ment medical colleges.
Today that number has in-
creased to 2,790. It makes
me very happy that this
number has increased al-
most 4 times and all our
children are getting seats.
Similarly, we have signifi-
cantly increased PG seats
and super-specialty seats.
Earlier there were 531 PG
seats, now 1,180 PG seats
are available. Earlier there
were only 70 super special-
ty seats, today 152 seats are
available. This has made
many opportunities avail-
able to the students. This
is a good opportunity for
gem and diamond stu-
dents. This is a good op-
portunity for Dalit, Tribal,
SC, SC, Minority students.

The government is
building medical colleges
by spending thousands of
crores of rupees keeping
in view the health and
safety of the people. In all
spheres Telangana prac-
tices... the country follows.
I am very happy that the
young state of Telangana
is growing so that the
country can emulate
Telangana in the field of

medicine as well. Students
and faculty members of
the medical field should
advance for the welfare of
the poor people. Health
care of the poor is the re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment so the government
does not hesitate to spend
any amount. Health
Minister Harish Rao will
take steps to start para-
medical colleges across
the state soon.

State Health Minister T.
Harish Rao, R&B Minister
Vemula Prashant Reddy,
Transport Minister
Puvvada Ajay Kumar, for-
mer Speaker of
Legislative Assembly,
MLC S.
Madhusudanachari, Chief
Secretary to Government
Somesh Kumar, Health
Secretary Rizvi, Medical
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Corporation Chairman
Errolla were present in
this programme.
Srinivas, MLCs Tatha
Madhudhan Rao, MLAs
Sandra Venkataweeraiah,
Mecha Nageswar Rao, Dr.
Sanjay Kumar, Kaloji
Arogya University VC
Karunakar Reddy,
Medical Education
Director Ramesh, Health
Director Gadala Srinivasa
Rao, Medical Officers
G a n g a d h a r ,
Chandrasekhar Reddy
and others participated.

Odisha, Centre announce reliefs for farmers

Bhubaneswar, Nov 15 

(PTI): Odisha government
and the Centre Tuesday an-
nounced measures to re-
solve the agrarian crisis in
the state in the midst of the
intensified stir by farmers
demanding payment of crop
insurance claims and input
subsidy. The announce-
ments were made a day after
the farmers prevented BJP
candidate Pradip Purohit
from filing his nomination

for the December 5
Padmapur by-poll.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced input
assistance for drought-hit
areas of Odisha. “ About Rs
200 crore will be spent from
the state exchequer to sup-
port the distressed farm-
ers,” a release issued by the
chief minister’s office said.
The announcement of cen-
tral relief was made by
Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar
though a social media post.
“A decision in this regard
has been taken by the tech-

nical advisory committee
constituted by the
Government of India and
the insurance companies.
The state government have
also been instructed to issue
claims with immediate ef-
fect. The central govern-
ment is committed to clear
the claims of farmers at the
earliest,” he said in a twitter
post. Tomar said that he had
a discussion with Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
garding the insurance
claims made in Jharbandha,
Padmapur and Paikmal
blocks of Bargarh district of

Odisha. Officials said that
about 2,63,560 hectares of
cropland in 64 blocks and 15
urban local bodies of 12 dis-
tricts in Odisha have suf-
fered crop loss of 33 per cent
and above due to drought.
“So far, many of the affected
farmers have not yet re-
ceived their crop insurance
dues despite continuous fol-
low-up and pursuance by
the state government with
the technical advisory com-
mittee under the ministry of
agriculture and aarmers
welfare, Government of
India,” the CMO release
said.

XAT 2023 - MBA’s second largest
exam to be conducted on Jan 8, 2023 

Jamshedpur, Nov 15: 

For more than 73
years XLRI has been
conducting the Xavier
Aptitude Test (XAT), a
national-level aptitude
test for MBA/ PGDM
admissions. XAT is one
of the oldest and the sec-
ond-largest exams for
MBA/PGDM admis-
sions in India. It is con-
ducted in 80+ cities
across India. XAT 2023
will be conducted on
Sunday, January 8, 2023.
Applications, Sample
papers and topper tips
are available on xaton-
line.in. XLRI conducts
XAT on behalf of
XAMI. Last date to
apply for XAT is 30th
November 2022.

From this year, XLRI
has increased seats in
PGDM (BM) courses at
campuses- Jamshedpur
from 180 to 240 and
Delhi from 120 to 180.
XAT exam will be held
in the afternoon slot
from 2.00 PM to 5.10 PM.
This change was based
on the feedback from
the students who had to

travel distances to reach
the XAT exam center.

The XAT score is
being used by more
than 160 institutes for
the admission. Some of
the premier manage-
ment institutes those ac-
cept XAT scores are
TAPMI, Great Lakes,
GIM, XIMB, IRMA, K.J.
Somiaya, MICA and
many more.

A candidate may
apply for multiple pro-
grammes. XLRI actively
encourages the students
from diverse back-
grounds to apply.
Besides performance in
the personal interviews
(and/or group discus-
sions)- XAT perform-
ance, relevant work ex-
perience, academic
background are also
taken into considera-
tion while preparing the
final list.

XAT exam strives to
be the exam for real
managerial candidates.
The candidates gets to
solve sections such as
Decision making and
General knowledge.
“XAT tests the candi-
dates for those skills
which are expected by
the market “ said Prof.
Vishwa Ballabh,
Admission Convenor of
XAT 2023.

NCW launches fourth phase of
Digital Shakti campaign 

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Women
(NCW) has launched the
fourth phase of the Digital
Shakti campaign, a pan-
India project to empower
and skill women in cyber-
space.

Addressing the launch
event, NCW Chairperson
Rekha Sharma mentioned
the continuous efforts of
the panel to empower
women in every sphere.

“This new phase will
prove to be a milestone in

ensuring safe cyber spaces
for women. Digital Shakti
has been accelerating the
digital participation of
women and girls by train-
ing them on how to use
technology to their advan-
tage and to keep them-
selves safe online,” she
said.

“I believe the project
will continue to contribute
towards the larger goal of
fighting cyber violence
against women and girls
and make the internet a
safer space for them,”
Sharma said.

Digital Shakti started in
June 2018 to help women
across the nation to raise
the awareness level on the

digital front, to build re-
silience, and fight cyber-
crime in the most effective
ways.

Through this project,
over 3 Lakh women across
India have been made
aware of cyber safety tips
and tricks, reporting and
redressal mechanisms,
data privacy and usage of
technology for their bene-
fit.

The third phase of the
program was started in
March 2021 and a resource
centre was developed
under the project to pro-
vide information on all the
avenues of reporting in
case a woman faces any cy-
bercrime.

VHP for central law against
illegal conversion 

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI) : 

The Centre must bring
in a law against “illegal”
religious conversion at the
earliest, the Vishva Hindu
Parishad demanded on
Tuesday, a day after the
Supreme Court warned of
a “difficult situation”
ahead if proselytisation
through deception, allure-
ment and intimidation is
not stopped.

Various incidents and
commissions formed on
this subject so far have
concluded that illegal con-
version is a threat to the
fundamental right to reli-
gious freedom and nation-

al security as well, VHP
joint general secretary
Surendra Jain said in a
statement.

“The judiciary had in
many cases earlier also
stressed the need for a cen-
tral law on illegal conver-
sion . It is the need of the
hour that a central legisla-
tion should be brought in
forthwith to rid India of
the problem of illegal con-
versions,” he said.

At present, such a law
has been enacted in just
eight states to stop illegal
conversion while the prob-
lem is nationwide, he
added.

Underlining that forced
religious conversion may
pose a danger to national
security and impinge on
the religious freedom of

citizens, the Supreme
Court on Monday asked
the Centre to step in and
make sincere efforts to
tackle the “serious” issue

“The issue with respect
to the alleged conversion
of religion, if it is found to
be correct and true, is a
very serious issue which
may ultimately affect the
security of the nation as
well as the freedom of reli-
gion and conscience of the
citizens. “Therefore, it is
better that the Union gov-
ernment may make their
stand clear and file count-
er on what steps can be
taken by Union and/or
others to curb such forced
conversion, maybe by
force, allurement or fraud-
ulent means,” a bench of
justices M R Shah and

Hima Kohli said.
The VHP has been de-

manding the enactment of
a central law to curb ille-
gal religious conversion
for long. Last year in
December, the RSS affili-
ate launched a nationwide
campaign against reli-
gious conversion.

“The VHP has also
passed resolutions on this
subject several times.
Illegal conversion not only
poses a threat to national
security but also to social
harmony,” the outfit’s
joint general secretary
said. “After Independence,
all the commissions set up
to examine the issue of il-
legal conversion had a
clear opinion that a cen-
tral law must be made to
stop it,” he claimed.

READY TO PERFORM

Tribals prepare to perform during an art exhibition ‘Tribes Art’ at Indian Museum 

on the occasion of ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ in Kolkata, , Tuesday. 

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Sand artist Ajay Shankar Mahto creates a sculpture dedicated to freedom fighter
Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary, at Chandankiyari in Jharkhand’s Bokaro 
district, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Seized 
 Chennai: Over 100

bags containing 2.8
tonne of ‘tendu’ (East
Indian ebony) leaves
worth Rs 2 crore were
seized near the Gulf of
Mannar, said the Coast
Guard here on
Tuesday. Acting on in-
puts, the Coast Guard
ship ‘Vajra’ intercept-
ed four boats - two be-
longing to India and
the other two to Sri
Lanka - off Tamil
Nadu coast on
Monday. A check re-
vealed the boats to
have been engaged in
smuggling of the
leaves that are used for
‘beedis’ (leaf-wrapped
cigarettes).

Shot at 
 Gurugram: A 22-year-

old man was shot at al-
legedly by three bike-
borne miscreants in
the Badshahpur area
here, police said on
Tuesday. The incident
happened on Monday
night at around 10.30
when Ankit and his
friend Himanshu were
standing outside an-
other friend’s house in
Guga Colony, they
said. In a complaint
filed by Himanshu, he
alleged that the three
masked bike-borne
men asked them about
the whereabouts of
their friend Dinesh to
which Ankit told them
that he was not there,
they said.

Alert
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala govern-
ment on Tuesday
sounded an alert in
seven districts in the
state against the
spread of Dengue
fever. State health min-
ister Veena George
said an alert has been
issued to
Thiruvananthapuram
, Kollam, Alappuzha,
Ernakulam, Palakkad,
Kozhikode and
Malappuram districts
as the dengue cases
were on a rise there.

Protest
 Prayagraj: Allahabad

University students sit-
ting on a fast to protest
against an increase in
fees for the past 70 days
took out a ‘Jan Aakrosh
March’ on Tuesday to
demand restoration of
the students’ union and
rollback of the hike.
“Besides the demand
for withdrawal of the
fee hike, the students
have also launched an
agitation against the il-
legal appointment of
Vice-Chancellor
Sangeeta Srivastava,”
said student leader Ajay
Yadav Samrat.

Open
 Rishikesh: The

Corbett and the Rajaji
tiger reserves in
Uttarakhand opened
fully on Tuesday for
day and night stay by
tourists. With the
opening of the two re-
serves, activities relat-
ed to wildlife tourism
started in the Terai
forest divisions, in-
cluding Nandhor and
Sona River wildlife
sanctuaries, state
Chief Wildlife Warden
Sameer Sinha said.

Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan at
Kerala House, in New
Delhi, Tuesday.

After SC flags con-
cern over the issue

To skill women in
cyberspace

Terms it as golden
chapter in the 
history of
Telangana state

Classes started for
MBBS I-yr students
in 8 medical 
colleges from Hyd

Ahead of Padmapur
by-poll

G20 SPOUSE PROGRAMS

From left China’s President Xi Jinping’s wife Peng Liyuan, Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez wife Maria Begona
Gomez Fernandez, Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida wife Yuko, President Joko Widodo’s wife Iriana, and
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan wife Emine watch a dance performance during G20 spouse programs,
Tuesday, Nov. 15, in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia.
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Jerusalem, Nov 15 (AP):

Israel’s outgoing coalition
has been the most diverse in
the country’s history, bring-
ing a slew of progressive
policies on the environment,
LGBTQ issues and funding
for the country’s Arab minor-
ity.

But now, even before it
takes office, Israel’s expected
new coalition government
overwhelmingly male, reli-
gious and right-wing is prom-
ising to roll back many of the
achievements of its predeces-
sor, prompting concern from
activists and liberals over
where their country is head-
ed. If its promises materi-
alise, a tax on environmen-
tally destructive single-use
plastics could be abolished.
New protections for gay
Israelis could be reversed,
and generous budgets for the
long underserved Arab sec-
tor could be slashed.

The outgoing coalition
lasted for just over a year and
collapsed over disagree-
ments on the Palestinians al-
though on that subject, its
policies were largely un-
changed from previous,
hard-line governments.

But after Benjamin
Netanyahu’s 12-year reign,
activists say it brought a posi-
tive energy to the Knesset, or
parliament, and pressed
ahead on issues they say
were largely ignored during
his lengthy rule. Now, with
Netanyahu set to take office
again as head of what’s ex-
pected to be the country’s
most right-wing government,
fears are rising that all that
will be undone. “In the last
government ... the public dis-
course was one of rights and
equality and ending discrim-
ination,” said Hila Peer,
chairwoman at Aguda The
Association for LGBTQ
Equality in Israel.

Israeli liberals fear new 
government will undo progress

Nusa Dua, Nov 15 (AP):

Leaders of the world’s
largest economies appeared
ready on Tuesday to convey
a strong message from most
condemning Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, as
President Joe Biden and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pressed the group to main-
tain pressure on Moscow
over its nine-month war
that has devastated Ukraine
and roiled the global econo-
my.

A draft declaration by
leaders of the Group of 20
major economies under dis-
cussion on Tuesday echoes
the condemnation of
Russia’s war on Ukraine by
the United Nations, while
acknowledging differing
views among members.

The careful wording of
the statement reflects ten-
sions prevailing at the gath-
ering, which includes lead-
ers from Russia and China,
and the challenge facing the
US and its allies to isolate
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s government as some
nations seek to avoid be-
coming entangled in antag-
onisms between the big
powers. The statement seen
on Tuesday by The
Associated Press “deplores
in the strongest terms the
aggression by the Russian
Federation” and “demands
its complete and uncondi-
tional withdrawal from the
territory of Ukraine”.

The G-20 draft statement
also noted there were differ-
ent views on the situation
and sanctions against
Russia, saying that the G-20
was not the forum for re-
solving security issues.

At the summit, Zelenskyy
joined Biden in trying to
persuade the G-20 to further
isolate Russia diplomatical-
ly and economically, despite
a souring global financial
outlook that has tested
many nations’ resolve.

Inflation and slowing
economies are weighing on
countries that have imposed
penalties on Russia for
starting the war. Higher
costs for energy and food
have destabilised business
activity around the world,

as much of Europe pre-
pares to brave the winter
without imports of Russian
natural gas.

In opening the summit,
host Indonesian President
Joko Widodo impressed on
the gathering what’s at
stake. “If the war does not

end, it will be difficult for
the world to move forward,”
he said.

In a video address to the
leaders from Kyiv,
Zelenskyy reiterated 10 con-
ditions for ending the con-
flict that began in February,
among them a complete
withdrawal of Russian
troops and full restoration
of Ukrainian control of its
territory. He spoke days
after Ukraine retook the
strategic city of Kherson
from Russian forces, in his
country’s latest step in a
counteroffensive that has
forced Moscow to withdraw
its forces from previously-
occupied areas.

“Ukraine should not be
offered to conclude compro-
mises with its conscience,
sovereignty, territory and
independence,” he said.

“Ukraine has always
been a leader in peacekeep-
ing efforts, and the world
has witnessed it. And if
Russia says that it suppos-
edly wants to end this war,
let it prove it with actions.”

G-20 to hold tough on Russia,
urge end to Ukraine war

France’s President Emmanuel Macron (R), European
Council President Charles Michel (L), and Netherlands’
Prime Minister Mark (C) Rutte attend a meeting between
African Union and European Union leaders on the sidelines
of the G20 Summit in Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort 
island of Bali on November 15.
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Install floating 
wind farms

Our country should in-
stall floating windfarm.It
helps to break an engineer-
ing riddle.Offshore wind
can come a truly global en-
ergysource. In much of the
world, the seabed takes a un-
foreseen dive close offshore,
ruling out the use of con-
ventional coastal wind tur-
bines. Floating wind ranch
are erected up from the
ocean bottom on concrete
foundations and can only be
stationed in fairly shallow
water, up to about 60m.
Developed countries for-
merly succeeded in in-
stalling floating wind
granges but our country
still not shown interest in
this unconventional energy
source. Companies around
the world are contending to
design floating platforms.
British says it produces
enough electricity each time
to power 50000 homes by
floating wind granges.
Companies around the
world are producing their
own designs for floating
windplatforms.Our country
has to choose the suitable
design and install the same
in swell and oceans.
Developed countries like US
government offered$ 50m of
new backing to encourage
American companies to in-
stall 15GW of floating wind
in US waters by 2035.Also
the UK's independent cli-
mate counsels, the Climate
Change Committee says
that about half of the
100GW of coastal wind it ex-
pects will have been in-
stalled by 2050 will be on
floating platforms.The tech-
nology could deliver pluto-
crat in billions, employing
up to thousand of peoples in
coming days.None the less,
the assiduity is adamant
that floating wind repre-
sents a huge occasion in
coming days.It's incredibly
instigative because it signi-
fies the opening up of
coastal wind to the entire
globe.

Vijaykumar H K,
Raichur, Karnataka

Justice delivery
The judiciary in our coun-

try needs to be revamped to
expedite the delivery of jus-
tice. There are not enough
judges in the higher courts
and dissension between the
recommending agency and
appointing authorities has
further aggravated the prob-
lem. Huge pendency of
cases is depriving litigants
of access to prompt justice.
The appointment of judges
on the recommendations of
the Collegium is a time-test-
ed process and is prevalent
in many countries. The gov-
ernment should focus on
improving the delivery of
services to the citizens, in-
cluding quick and easy jus-
tice.

Shubham Mahajan,
by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Folk artists perform after dignitaries paid tribute to freedom fighter Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary, at Parliament
House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 15.

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRSA MUNDA

I n today’s divided world, an independent foreign policy can be
possible only when pressure  from  the  US  and  EU  can  be

countered with the “what works to my advantage” doctrine, which is
why Russian President Vladimir Putin couldn’t stop himself   from   prais-
ing   Indian   Prime Minister Narendra Modi for not falling prey to US
diplomatic coercion, and instead carrying on life with Russia as if there
was no Russia-Ukraine war. That  said,  India’s  External  Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar should be credited for pressing home with the “what
works to my advantage” doctrine, which convinced Russia that what
works to India’s advantage also works to Russia’s advantage under the
current transformed world order. Never has Russia and India been so
closely tied to each other than at the present time. Jaishankar should
also be credited for keeping the USA at arm’s length while at the same
time keeping in close touch with it. In recent weeks, President Joe Biden
has not been happy with India’s choice of decisions. Biden understood
well that, contrary to expectations, US pressure wasn’t working on
India, and India   wasn’t   treading cautiously when it came to Russia.
Modi had one arm extended toward Russia, and the other reaching out
to the United   States. Not mid-distance, or equidistance, but rather “my
distance.” And, as if to underline to the United States that two  can  play
the  “works to my advantage” game, Russia became the biggest  ex-
porter  of  crude  oil  to  India, replacing Iraq. Of course, this has led to
trade imbalance but Russian oil is proving good for India. EAM
Jaishankar met Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov in Moscow and both
pledged to increase trade and expand economic cooperation. India’s
EAM told the Russia Foreign Minister that it was time to end Russia’s
war with Ukraine as developing  countries  like India  were suffering. But
to the dispassionate observer it sounded half-hearted, India’s bid to play
peacemaker. That said, does Prime Minister Narendra Modi have lever-
age over President Vladimir Putin to press home with a perceived ad-
vantage? May be yes, most probably not. Putin is not the sort who is
swayed by friendly overtures. Putin  and  his  foreign  minister  are per-
manent fixtures on the world stage because they were the original in-
ventors of the doctrine of “only if it works to my advantage”. Lavrov has
been  Russia’s Foreign Minister since 2004. That said, Jaishankar is no
spring chicken. He has been long enough on the world’s foreign policy
circuit to carry the torch for India as good as anybody else. Food and en-
ergy security are India’s priorities. For Putin, it’s Russia and Ukraine.
Putin wants the West and NATO out of Russia’s hair and, ultimately,
Ukraine is his decision. The Russian President is not the one who bends to
pressure. Without doubt Modi knows this. In September this year, at the
Shanghai Cooperation Council meet in Samarkand, Modi told Putin that
this was not an “era for wars” and the BJP put Modi on par with Putin.
Others  said  Modi  carried  equal influence with both Russia and Ukraine
and,  therefore,  was  the  best  placed  to mediate a Russia-Ukraine
truce. Of  course,  people  keep  massaging Modi’s ego and much was
made of Modi’s Samarkand comment. It is another matter that India has
been the recipient of the best of  both worlds ever since Putin invaded
Ukraine, and the world went hunting for a peacemaker. India’s trade ties
with Russia is now  tied  to  the  Russia-Ukraine  War, especially India’s oil
purchases, which bothers the USA. India has a 22% share of total crude
imports from Russia. The trade imbalance bothers  India  but  the  “works
to  my advantage” doctrine has prevailed. The “significant growth” in bi-
lateral trade and the $30 billion target set by the two countries distin-
guishes the ties. Currently, trade stands at $17 billion. It may sound cyni-
cal, but the Russia-Ukraine war has actually helped India and Russia
come closer still, and focus on areas of  “natural convergence of inter-
ests”. Both India and Russia are major G20 economies. And better coun-
sel says India should   not   be   over zealous   to   play peacemaker under
pressure because doing so  wouldn’t  “work  to  my  advantage”, espe-
cially with a war on, and the global markets under pressure. That  is  the
cynic  talking;  also  the warmonger. There are enough of  the maround
including scavengers, hyenas who profit from war. India should be guid-
ed by scientific temper, logic and reasoning and huge doses of human-
ism. That said, what happens to "Mission PoK” if, according to Modi’s ad-
vice to Putin, it was not an “era for wars”?

T he prevalence of diabetes
and the number of diabetes-

related deaths worldwide have dra-
matically increased in recent
decades. Global mortality from dia-
betes has risen by 70% in just 20
years. About 500 million people
worldwide have diabetes, the majori-
ty living in low-and middle-income
countries, and 1.6 million deaths are
directly attributed to diabetes each
year. In 2021, there were 537 million
adults with diabetes in the world. By
2030, that number is expected to rise
to 643 million, and by 2045, it will
reach 783 million. According to the
International Diabetes Federation
(IDF), one in ten adults worldwide are
estimated to have diabetes, and al-
most half of those people are com-
pletely unaware of it. Approximately
74 million people live with diabetes in
India. By 2030, it is anticipated that
there will be more than 80 million dia-
betics in India. The rising number of
patients having diabetes mellitus in
India is a significant cause for worry,
especially since it contributes to the
huge healthcare burden on the coun-
try. Importantly, diabetes is the only
major non-communicable disease
(NCD) for which the risk of dying
early is increasing, rather than de-
creasing. 

Diabetes is a long-term metabolic
disease characterized by high blood

glucose (or blood sugar) levels, which
over time seriously harms the heart,
blood vessels, eyes, kidneys, and
nerves. The most prevalent type of di-
abetes is type 2, which typically af-
fects adults, and develops when the
body stops producing enough insulin
or develops insulin resistance. Type 2
diabetes has become much more
common over the past three decades
in nations of all income levels.
Juvenile diabetes or insulin-depend-
ent diabetes, also known as type 1 di-
abetes, is a chronic condition in which
the pancreas produces little to no in-
sulin on its own. But no matter what
type of diabetes we have, it can lead
to excess sugar in the blood. Serious
health issues can result from an ex-
cess of sugar in the blood.The survival
of those who have diabetes depends
on their ability to obtain affordable
treatment, including insulin.

Diabetes is a chronic, serious
health problem that frequently goes
undiagnosed until it has had a signifi-
cant negative impact on one's health.
It is known as the "silent killer". The
United Nations (UN) adopted a reso-
lution on December 20, 2006 declar-
ing November 14 as World Diabetes
Day. The event aimed to increase
awareness of diabetes, its prevention
and complications, as well as the care
that those with the condition require.
Governments, non-governmental or-

ganizations, and private companies
are urged to spread information
about the illness, especially among
the public and the media. The first
World Diabetes Day was celebrated
on November 14, 2007, and it is now a
yearly event. Diabetics day is one of
the biggest annual campaigns to
combat diabetes, is supported by
more than 160 countries and has a
global impact on more than 100 bil-
lion people. It also provides a global
forum for issues related to diabetes
throughout the year. The
International Diabetes Federation
(IDF) chooses a theme for World
Diabetes Day each year. The theme
for 2021–2023 is Access to Diabetes
Care, which aims to draw attention to
the challenges that millions of diabet-
ics worldwide encounter in gaining
access to treatments, technologies,
support systems, and care. The
theme for 2022 is "Access to Diabetes
Education," and a short video on the
significance of diabetes education is
included with the slogan "Education
to Protect Tomorrow."

November is recognized as
National Diabetes Awareness month.
It is an opportunity to bring attention
to diabetes and help people better un-
derstand and treat this deadly dis-
ease. Understanding diabetes is the
first step towards managing and pre-
venting it. The IDF School of Diabetes
has developed a new online education
platform to help people with diabetes
and those who care for them make in-
formed decisions about their condi-
tion. Diabetes control involves a holis-
tic approach with the right balance of
diet, exercise, and medication. There
has been a fundamental change in
how people manage their health and
access medical care in the modern era
thanks to the benefits of developing
digital health technology. Medical de-
vices are now more accessible and af-
fordable thanks to the growth of
wearable technologies, assisting na-

tions in their efforts to achieve univer-
sal health care access. In order to has-
ten the progress on diabetes and
other non-communicable illnesses,
the WHO recently produced an
Implementation Roadmap that con-
tains diabetes recommendations and
a set of diabetes coverage targets for
the years 2023–30. (NCDs). The goal is
to lower the risk of diabetes and work
toward a world in which everyone
who has been diagnosed with the dis-
ease has access to treatment and care
that is equitable, thorough, afford-
able, and of high quality. 

Millions of people with diabetes
around the world do not have access
to diabetes care. There is evidence of
shortcomings and challenges in the
treatment of diabetes. Lack of dia-
betes educators, education pro-
grams, and dispersed care are the
areas that stand out. As a result, af-
fordable diabetes care is critically
needed by the diabetes community.
Virtual interactions can also be used
to direct patient care, giving those
who might not otherwise have access
to it remote access. Treatment and
management of Diabetes should not
only end with taking medicines. It in-
volves an in-depth understanding of
the disease and its management, and
a collaborative approach between pa-
tients and healthcare providers.
Access to Diabetes Care and is urging
greater investment in diabetes care
to ensure everyone living with dia-
betes can access the care and tech-
nology they need. Continuous educa-
tion of patients, caregivers, clinicians,
governments, and policymakers is es-
sential for effectively managing the
condition. Healthcare professionals
must be trained to identify and diag-
nose diabetes early and to deliver the
best care, and persons with diabetes
must have access to continued edu-
cation to understand their illness and
to practice the daily self-care essen-
tial to be healthy.
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

B
anks have become an excellent tool for the economic progress of
the country. It is observed that PSBs have an important develop-

ment role.  The current management of most PSBs are as good as that
of private banks. In fact, it is the level of NPAs which to a great extent
differentiate between a good and a bad bank. In fact high level of NPAs
in Indian banks is nothing but a reflection of the state of health of the in-
dustry and trade. A significant number of private banks and financial in-
stitutions have failed in recent times, like the Yes Bank, Lakshmi Vilas
Bank, IL&FS and DHFL; in contrast, there is not even a single instance of
bank failure in the case of PSBs. It would be more appropriate to com-
pare performance over a longer period. Privatization of Banks will wors-
en the Banking scenario in the country. Today the schemes like Jan Dhan
Yojana and MUDRA have been successful because of public sector banks
and their rigorous implementation. The government has already priva-
tised IDBI Bank by selling its majority stake in the lender to LIC in 2019
and merged 14 public sector banks in the last four years. It is terrible
that the Indian banking industry, considered to be one of the strongest
in the world has now to face the problem of NPA because of wilful de-
faulters and political pressure. It is certainly not fair to blame banks for
lending huge amounts to Vijay Mallya despite his failing business.
Privatising one or two banks, due to various reasons, is quite different
from privatising a major chunk of public sector banks.  A wide range of
academic studies points to a trend towards convergence in performance
of PSBs and private banks since banking sector reforms were set in mo-
tion in 1993-‘94. Any failure of banks will have a tremendous contagion
effect and will derail the economy. We should not forget the historical
factors that had led to bank nationalisation in 1969. The public sector
bank employees do seem to have risen to the occasion and by and large
have been doing a really commendable job under difficult circum-
stances. There is no doubt that bankers have always performed the task
given by the Government right from the time of nationalization. Bankers
have always in the past stood like a rock and supported the Govt move
and made the Govt scheme successful in its drive. Bankers need good
reward for its work. The past history of private sector banks tells the
failure. Before 1969, all banks, except the SBI, were in the private sector.
Between 1947 and 1969, 559 banks failed. The functioning of PSB has
been criticized by those who want complete privatization of PSB. The
major problem faced by banks is on account of non-performing assets,
which is common for both the private and public sector banks. The need
of the hour is strengthening existing banks and branches, making them
a hub of all services. The decision of Government to privatise PSBs is to-
tally unfortunate and unwarranted. Improving the Efficiency and
Performance of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) is a key element of India’s
economic transformation. What we need is to strengthen public sector
Banks. Don’t we think the government will have difficulty in providing
low-cost financial services to rural and poor sections of society as the
private may not like to extend its services to them ?  No doubt privatiza-
tion of banks will lead to the profit driven approach for short time but on
that path would it be possible to implement financial inclusion and other
Government schemes which is one of the top agenda of RBI ? 

Privatization of Banks 
will worsen the Banking 
scenario in the country

Understanding Diabetes

India’s leverage 
must be retained

Kajal Chatterjee

V
inayak Lohani. Does India
know about him? Does

the name ring familiar? If the an-
swers are "Yes", it's nice. But if
"No", then the Indian society
should indulge itself in a serious
introspection. Bhopal-born
Vinayak had set foot on Bengal
soil as a student to study at IIT
Kharagpur and then IIM Kolkata.
Course completed; but unlike his
peers, this "foolish" didn't strive
for a glamorous lucrative top cor-
porate career in India or abroad
to earn a fortune and live life
"King size". This current 44 year
old hasn't engaged himself in a
matrimonial bond as well; yet this
man is "father" to thousands of
children. Is it a fable or merely a
dream? No, rather it is hard fact
which is stranger than fiction.

As stated previously, Vinayak
refrained to engage in a rat race
to turn "successful" career wise.
Instead this Vivekananda-Mother
Teresa inspired person, taking
diksha at Ramkrishna Mision,
opted out of career placement
after completion of his MBA and
as a true human being; he turned

his attention towards the plight of
the orphan and poor children, loi-
tering at railway platforms and
red-light areas and  left at their
own wretched mercies by the
State and all apparatus of society.

By giving tuitions and lectures
to the MBA aspirants, Vinayak
rented a tiny accommodation, es-
tablished his own organisation
Parivaar in 2003 and took up the
responsibility of sheltering feed-
ing and educating 3 hapless chil-
dren. But expenditure was far ex-
ceeding the income through tu-
itions. But drawing inspiration
from his selfless Himalayan task,
IIM alumni and like-minded com-
passionate acquaintances came
up with donations which has en-
abled Vinayak to come up with an
independent building comprising
school and hostel spreading more
than 20 acres and housing more
than thousand orphans or children
of poorest of poor families. Many
of them have completed their
graduation and are retained in the
hostel itself giving tuitions to the
younger batches and can move
out only when they get ready to
face the world independently.
What an act of protective father

to thousands who were doomed
to lead whole of their lives as beg-
gars or at "best" manual labour-
ers or could have been victims of
traffickers and ended up as petty
criminals or prostitutes.

It is indeed a disgrace to note
that when matinee stars (many of
them highly controversial with in-
volvement in hobnobbing with
terrorist elements, accused of
trampling footpath dweller to
death under the wheels of car
being driven in an intoxicated
state or shooting endangered ani-
mals to death), cricketers and in-
dustrialists are awarded constant
limelight and regarded as "role
models" despite selfishly striving
for money and more money fame
and glamour; noble selfless gal-
lant hearted humanitarians like
Vinayak Lohani are simply ac-
corded cold shoulder. What a
sorry state of affairs dominating
this nation and society in general.
As a matter of fact, had the Nobel
Committee didn't honour a cer-
tain Kailash Satyarthi; we would
still have remained dark about
this real God who has been ren-
dering a yeoman's service to-
wards the safety and develop-

ment of the countless hapless
child labourers since decades,
that too often risking his life while
rescuing the innocent children
from the clutches of their ex-
ploiters and traffickers. And we
all know that even after that in-
ternational recognition of his
work, neither Satyarthi receives
the honour which he richly de-
serves in this country nor the vul-
nerable orphans and poorest of
poor children receive the security
food education and rights which
they are entitled of.

It is high time India learns to
identify its true heroes and role
models and offer helping hand to
these faceless Vinayak Lohanis
so that they can pursue their goal
with more success. The con-
cerned authorities should also
learn from Vinayaks about its
foremost duties and priorities and
at first take up the cause of
India's vulnerable children in-
stead of remaining immersed in
playing to the gallery of statues
film festivals Bullet trains temple
or religion.  And mention must
also be made of Arup Mukherjee -
-- a 48-year old Constable at-
tached with Kolkata Police.

Originally from a village named
Puncha in Purulia district of West
Bengal. 

Viewing the plight of the poor-
est of poor Sabar tribe, also fac-
ing continuous persecution being
branded as "criminal race"; Arup
has devoted his life to rehabilitate
the hapless children of the com-
munity by bringing them under
the ambit of education. So on the
strength of his initial savings of
Rs.2.5 lakh and a bank loan of an-
other lakh, Arup set up Nabadisha
Model School in 2011 which has
now become an institution pro-
viding education to more than 100
Sabar children between 4 and 15.
These poor children are also pro-
vided food and accommodation.
Inspite of being married and fa-
ther of two sons, Arup spends
about Rs.20000/- from his
"princely" salary of Rs.37000/-(as
in 2018) to run this school with
the full cooperation of family
members.  On the occasion of
Children's Day, the likes of
Kailash Satyarthi Vinayak Lohani
Arup Mukherjee deserve our sin-
cerest thanks for rendering un-
fathomable selfless service to
helpless little Gods.

Humble Tribute to the Messiahs of Children

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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MSME Pavilion

New Delhi: Union
Minister Narayan
Rane on Tuesday in-
augurated the MSME
Pavilion at the 41st
India International
Trade Fair here.
Speaking to PTI, the
Minister for Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME)
shared that 750
MSMEs have set up
stalls this year at the
Fair. Rane said that
the Fair will provide
an opportunity to
MSME entrepreneurs,
especially women,
SC/ST and entrepre-
neurs from aspira-
tional districts to
showcase their
skills/products and
create new opportuni-
ties for growth and be-
come self-reliant.

MCLR hike
New Delhi: State
Bank of India has
raised the marginal
cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR)
by 15 basis points
across tenors, making
most consumer loans
costlier for borrowers.
The revised rates
come into effect from
November 15, 2022.
The benchmark one-
year MCLR, which is
used as base for fixing
most of home, auto
and personal loans,
has been raised by 10
basis points (bps) to
8.05 per cent, as
against 7.95 per cent
earlier. Likewise, the
two-year and three-
year MCLRs have
been raised by 10 basis
points each to 8.25 per
cent and 8.35 per cent,
respectively, SBI said
in a notification on its
website.

NMP progress

New Delhi: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman reviewed
the progress of the
National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) in a
meeting here with top
officials from various
ministries and NITI
Aayog. The finance
minister in August
last year had an-
nounced a Rs 6 lakh
crore NMP aimed to
unlock value in infra-
structure assets across
sectors ranging from
power to road 
and railways.

FD rates
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on
Monday increased its
retail term deposit in-
terest rates by up to
100 basis points or 1
percentage point in
line with hardening
rates. Interest rates
have also been hiked
on bulk saving de-
posits of Rs 50 crore
and above to less than
Rs 200 crore by up to
25 basis points, BoB
said in a statement.
The 10-year and above
tenor domestic and
NRO (Non-Resident
Ordinary) term de-
posit will now offer an
interest of 6.10 per
cent, up from 5.10 per
cent earlier.

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das will hold
a meeting with CEOs of
public sector banks on
Wednesday to discuss is-
sues concerning slow de-
posit growth and sustain-
ability of high credit de-
mand. As per the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data,
deposits rose by 9.6 per
cent as compared to 10.2
per cent on a year-on-year
basis, while credit offtake
witnessed a jump of 17.9
per cent as against 6.5 per
cent a year ago.

According to an agenda
circulated for the meet-
ing, sources said, sustain-
ability, including pricing
and slow growth of de-
posits, would be dis-
cussed. There would be
deliberation on asset qual-
ity in the retail and

MSME segment, sources
said. Besides, the meeting
would also review the
functioning of Digital
Banking Units launched
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last
month.

The robust growth per-
formance in the first half
of the current fiscal has
been ably supported by a
well-capitalised banking
system that witnessed an
upswing in credit dis-

bursement to the retail,
industry and services seg-
ments. Non-food credit
growth almost doubled
from 8.7 per cent in March
2022 to 16.4 per cent in
September 2022, reflecting
not only an acceleration
in the growth of current
economic activities but
also an anticipation of
continued acceleration in
the future as well.

The growth in credit to
industries has been driv-
en by an increase in bank
credit to MSMEs aided by
the ECLG scheme. In
August, the Union
Cabinet approved an addi-
tional Rs 50,000 crore
under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) to en-
sure low-cost credit flow
to hospitality and related
segments hit hard by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

RBI Governor to meet
CEOs of banks today

To discuss slow deposit growth

Chennai, Nov 15: 

Ashok Leyland,
India’s leading commer-
cial vehicle manufactur-
er, launched a new ICV
platform named Partner
Super, designed with a
contemporary tiltable
day cabin and better ma-
noeuvrability. The mod-
els: 914, 1014 and 1114 in
the 9.15 tonne, 10.25
tonne and 11.28 tonne
GVW category respec-
tively, will address cus-
tomer needs in rated
load applications, like e-
commerce, beverage,
FMCG, white goods, par-
cel, fruits, etc., and seek
to provide better
mileage. “It is agile and
ensures better manoeu-
vrability in narrow/
congested roads,” Ashok
Leyland, the flagship
company of the Hinduja
Group, said. “The
growth in the ICV seg-
ment appears good and
is likely to grow by 40

per cent this year. By
next year we hope that it
will reach the pre-covid
level,” Sanjeev Kumar,
head MHCV, Ashok
Leyland, said at the
launch of the Partner
Super. The company is
exploring multiple op-
tions in introducing a
whole range of products

in alternate fuels like
CNG, LNG, hydrogen
and electric, said Alfred
Nixon, senior vice-presi-
dent, product develop-
ment, Ashok Leyland.
The company has a lega-
cy of introducing best-
in-class products that
cater to the needs of cus-
tomers and improves

customers’ total cost of
ownership, said Sanjeev
Kumar. “In an endeavour
to expand our product of-
ferings in the ICV seg-
ment to strengthen the
portfolio and meet the
ever-growing demands of
the customers, we have
introduced Partner
Super. We wish to keep
this momentum on to re-
alise our vision of being
amongst the top 10 CV
players globally by offer-
ing differentiated prod-
ucts,” he said.
Contemporary tiltable
day cabin apart, the key
features and advantages
of the Partner Super
platform include: best-
in-class payload, best-in-
class mileage, best-in-
class power (104 kW
(140hp)), loading span
options - 4.3 m (14 ft), 5.2
m (17 ft), 6.2 m (20 ft) and
6.8 m (22 ft), first year
free i-alert subscription
and 4-year & 4 lakh km
driveline warranty.

Ashok Leyland launches new 
ICV platform - Partner Super

(L-R) Alfred Nixon, Senior VP – Product development,
Ashok Leyland and Sanjeev Kumar, Head – MHCV,

Ashok Leyland at the Partner Super Launch, in Chennai.

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Market benchmark
Sensex climbed 248 points
to close at its all-time high
of 61,872 on Tuesday,
propped up by robust fag-
end buying in banking and
energy stocks amid a posi-
tive trend in global equi-
ties. A strengthening
rupee, encouraging domes-
tic inflation data and un-
abated foreign capital in-
flows further bolstered
sentiment, traders said.
After a see-saw session, the
30-share BSE Sensex rose
248.84 points or 0.40 per
cent to settle at 61,872.99 —
surpassing its previous
closing peak of 61,795.04 on
November 11. During the
day, the index witnessed a
high of 61,955.96 — its 52-
week intraday high — and

a low of 61,436.90. The
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 74.25 points or 0.41
per cent to finish at
18,403.40. “Following gains
in global equities, early
losses in the domestic mar-

ket were reversed, with
banking stocks steering
the recovery. Food and
commodity price declines
have helped to keep domes-
tic inflation below 7 per
cent. “Although the CPI

has continued to remain
above the RBI’s tolerance
limit of 6 per cent, it is esti-
mated that it will begin to
fall within the range from
Q1 FY24,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
PowerGrid topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart, ris-
ing 2.20 per cent, followed
by ICICI Bank, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
SBI, Dr Reddy’s, Titan,
M&M and HDFC Twins. In
contrast, Bajaj Finserv,
ITC, Reliance, Sun
Pharma and Nestle India
were among the laggards,
shedding up to 0.76 per
cent. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge
climbed 0.08 per cent and
smallcap index ended mar-
ginally higher by 0.01 per
cent.

Sensex rises 248 points to close at 
lifetime high; Nifty above 18,400

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

The rupee appreciated
by 17 paise to close at 81.11
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, on
positive domestic macro-
economic data and weak
American currency. Forex
traders said a firm trend
in domestic equities, sus-
tained foreign fund in-
flows and easing crude oil
prices also supported the
local unit. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local unit
opened at 81.18 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.04 and a low of 81.45
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.11, registering a
rise of 17 paise over its
previous close. On
Monday, the rupee depreci-

ated by 50 paise to close at
81.28 against the US cur-
rency. “Rupee opened on a
flat note and started to ap-
preciate in the latter half.
Momentum in the dollar
turned negative after one
of the Fed members hint-

ed towards a slower rate
hike process,” said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex
& Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.
On the domestic macro-
economic front, indicating
easing of the price situa-
tion, retail inflation mod-
erated to 6.7 per cent in
October while the whole-
sale price index-based in-
flation fell to a 19-month
low mainly on account of
subdued rates of food
items.

“Today focus will be on
the German economic sen-
timent and weaker-than-
expected data keep the
crosses weighed down,”
Somaiya said, adding, “we
expect the USDINR (spot)
to trade sideways and
quote in the range of 80.80
and 81.60.”

Rupee gains 17 paise to close 
at 81.11 against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

Jaguar Land Rover,
India announced their
annual Holiday Service
Camp, exclusively for its
customers, from 14th to
19th November 2022
across all authorised re-
tailers in India. At the
camp, customers can ben-
efit from a comprehen-
sive vehicle check and ex-
clusive offers on Branded
Goods, Accessories and
Value-Added Services.
All vehicles will be at-
tended to by highly
trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians and re-
ceive the assurance of
Jaguar and Land Rover
Genuine Parts, where
necessary. The camp will
offer a 32-point Electronic
Vehicle Health Check-Up,
Brake and Wiper check,

Tyre and Fluid Level
check, as well as a com-
prehensive Battery
Health check, ensuring
every journey is made
safe and secure.

Rohit Suri, President
and Managing Director,
Jaguar Land Rover India,
said: “This holiday sea-
son, we welcome our cus-
tomers to get a compre-
hensive vehicle health in-
spection by highly

trained Jaguar and Land
Rover technicians. The
holiday service camp is a
useful program designed
to address the seasonal
needs of our customers.”

For customers with
chauffeurs, the service
camp will also include a
specially curated
Chauffeur Training
Program* that will cover
all aspects of driving and
vehicle maintenance.

Jaguar Land Rover announces
its Annual Holiday Service Camp 

New Delhi, Nov 15: 

In a grand ceremony ti-
tled “Unbottled - Towards a
Greener Future”, Mr S M
Vaidya, Chairman,
IndianOil, launched a spe-
cial “sustainable & green”
uniform exclusively de-
signed for nearly 3 lakh
IndianOil Fuel Station
Attendants and Indane
LPG Gas delivery person-
nel. The dress materials
for these uniforms have
been extracted from recy-
cled polyester derived from
the processing of used &
discarded PET bottles.
This initiative would sup-
port recycling about 405
tonnes of PET bottles,
equivalent to offsetting
over 20 million bottles
yearly. Renowned actor
and environmental activist
Ms Bhumi Pendekar also
graced the launch event.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr S M Vaidya said,
“These eco-friendly uni-
forms will shine as our
green commitment, and I
am delighted that our
frontline energy soldiers
will don them. About 8 mil-
lion metric tonnes of plas-
tic enter the ocean annual-
ly, and about 150 million

metric tonnes circulate in
our marine ecosystems. At
this pace, by 2050, there
will be more plastics in the
sea than fish. The conver-
sion of plastic bottles into
fabric is a beautiful exam-
ple of how diligent han-
dling of problems opens
doors to new opportuni-
ties.” Mr Vaidya also spoke

of IndianOil’s other eco-
conservation outreaches
like concerted drives to
protect the Indian Single
Horned Rhino and reintro-
duction of Cheetahs in
Indian forests after it went
extinct over seven decades
ago. He also reiterated
IndianOil’s commitment
to go Net Zero by 2046.

Indian Oil launches eco-friendly uniform
Made from discarded PET bottles

Pune, Nov 15: 

Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) has emerged as the
top performer among the
public sector lenders in
terms of the loan growth
in percentage terms dur-
ing the Second quarter of
2022-23.The Pune-head-
quartered lender recorded
a 28.62 per cent increase in
gross advances to Rs
1,48,216 crore at the end of
September 2022, according
to published quarterly
numbers of the public sec-
tor banks (PSBs).

It was followed by the
Union Bank of India with
21.54 per cent growth to Rs
7,52,469 crore. Country’s
largest lender State Bank
of India stood at third spot
with 18.15 per cent rise in

advances growth.In terms
of Retail-Agriculture-
MSME (RAM) loans BoM
has the highest growth of
22.31 per cent followed by
Bank of Baroda with 19.53
per cent and State Bank of
India at 16.51 per cent for
the period.

In terms of Total
Business Growth BoM reg-
istered a growth of 15.92
per cent for the Q2-2022-23
Half Yearly period with
Total Business of Rs
3,44,065 crore. Union Bank
of India had the highest
growth of 17.17% during
the period with Total
Business of Rs 17,95,464
crore. Bank of Baroda
stood at 3rd position in
terms of Total Business
Growth with 12.62% hav-
ing total Business Rs
16,75,704 crore for the peri-
od.

Bank of Maharashtra
tops list of PSU lenders 
 In Q2 loan growthNew Delhi, Nov 15:  

India’s exports entered
negative territory after a
gap of about two years, de-
clining sharply by 16.65
per cent to USD 29.78 bil-
lion in October, mainly
due to global demand slow-
down, even as trade deficit
widened to USD 26.91 bil-
lion, according to data re-
leased by the commerce
ministry on Tuesday. Key
export sectors, including
gems and jewellery, engi-
neering, petroleum prod-
ucts, ready-made gar-
ments of all textiles, chem-
icals, pharma, marine
products, and leather,
recorded negative growth
during October. Imports
during the month under
review rose by about 6 per
cent to USD 56.69 billion
on account of increase in

the inbound shipments of
crude oil and certain raw
materials such as cotton,
fertiliser and machinery.
During April-October
2022, exports recorded a
growth of 12.55 per cent to
USD 263.35 billion.
Imports rose 33.12 per cent
to USD 436.81 billion. The
merchandise trade deficit
for April-October 2022 was
estimated at USD 173.46
billion as against USD
94.16 billion in April-
October 2021, as per the
data. Trade deficit in
October 2021 was USD
17.91 billion.

Last time it was in
November 2020, when ex-
ports contracted by 8.74

per cent. Briefing media,
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said that
global headwinds are im-
pacting consumption
worldwide and that would
have an impact on India’s
exports as well. The World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) has projected that
the global trade growth
will rise by 3.5 per cent in
2022 but only one per cent
in 2023. India’s share in
global merchandise trade
is 1.8 per cent and in global
services, it is 4 per cent,
and there is a lot of poten-
tial to increase this, he
said.

“We should not be de-
pressed by the WTO fore-
cast,” the secretary said,
adding monetary tighten-
ing in the US and Europe
is impacting demand glob-
ally.

Exports decline sharply 
by 17 pc to USD 29.78 bn in Oct

 Trade deficit
widens to USD
26.91 bn

Mumbai, Nov 15: 

For the first time in the
118 years of its history, the
International Federation
of Accountants (IFAC), is
hosting the world congress
of accountants (WCOA)
later this week in the
megapolis. Like the
Olympics, the WCOA is
also held once in four
years the first meeting
was held in the US city of
St Louis in 1904— and the
megapolis is hosting the
21st congress from
November 18-21, the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI) president Debashis
Mitra said here on
Monday. The summit is
being organised under the
aegis of the International
Federation of
Accountants (IFAC), the
global body for the ac-

counting profession, he
said. The theme of the
congress, being held at the
Jio World Convention
Centre, is ‘building trust
and enabling sustainabili-
ty and the whole congress
will be a carbon neutral
event as it has around
8,000 tonnes of carbon
credits. Mitra said the
four-day session will have
35 sessions and over 150
speakers who include Lok
Sbaha speaker Om Birla,
commerce & industry
minister Piyush Goyal;
CAG Girish Chandra
Murmu; leading industri-
alists such as Reliance
Industries’ Mukesh
Ambani, Adani Group’s
Gautam Adani, SBI chair-
man Dinesh Khara, HDFC
chairman Deepak Parekh,
HUL chief executive
Sanjeev Mehta, HSBC
India head Hitendra Dave.

Mumbai to host world congress
of accountants from Friday



ACROSS

1. Robbins and Allen

5. Roberts and Clapton

10. Oodles (2 wds.)

14. Sailing

15. Papas’ partners

16. Judge’s gown

17. Lacking fat

18. Excessive use of power

20. Divine

22. Hues

23. Koppel and Turner

24. Author ____ Fleming

25. Trapped

29. Snooty person

31. Blouse

34. Golfer ____ Woods

35. Yet, to a poet

36. Lounge

37. Sandra Day ____

40. Accompanies

42. Patch up

43. Lakers’ league (abbr.)

45. Fixed prices

46. Interfere

47. Snip

48. Unruffled

49. Attempt

50. Lacking color

52. Potato state

55. Cellular ____

60. Change a room’s design

62. Healing plant

63. Partly open

64. Put back to zero

65. Film holder

66. Title

67. Bar drinks

68. Velvety growth

DOWN

1. Body powder

2. Enlightened one’s words (2 wds.)

3. Lunch, e.g.

4. Rational

5. Overacted

6. Speedy

7. Stalemate

8. Poet ____ Sandburg

9. Compass reading (abbr.)

10. Criminal burning

11. Cut of meat

12. Wind instrument

13. Hamilton bills

19. Guess

21. Severe

24. Charged atoms

25. Walk heavily

26. More pleasant

27. Pain
28. Pull apart
30. Originally named
31. Pastry
32. Frequently
33. Old hat
36. Skyrocket
38. Exclusively
39. Slugger’s stat
41. Crawl
44. Pacify
47. Gator’s cousin
48. Rains ice
49. Yonder
51. Change
52. Mideast nation
53. ____ vu
54. Eden dweller
55. Birch or spruce
56. Injure
57. Butter alternative
58. Nays
59. Lampreys
61. Globe
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TT his week, &TV viewers will
witness some interesting

twists in the shows Doosri Maa,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa, Ashok shares,
“Malti (Anita Pradhan) hands
over the old utensils to Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) and instructs her to
feed Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) in them. Yashoda
and Ashok (Mohit Dagga) speak
out against it, but nothing hap-
pens. Their daughters, Aastha
and Nupur, become insecure
when they see their parents'
love for Krishna. To evict
Krishna, they steal his blanket
while he is sleeping and turn on
the fan to make him uncomfort-
able. On the other hand,
Yashoda wakes up in the middle

of the night, finds Krishna's
blanket in the corridor, and puts
it back on him, infuriating
Aastha and Nupur even more.
The next day, a drama ensues
over Krishna using the indoor
bathroom, and Ashok manages
to persuade them to allow
Krishna to use the outdoor bath-
room. To trouble Krishna, Kamini
also makes him do her work,
which Yashoda comes in
between and stops. Kamini
decides to know more about
Krishna and begins searching his
bag, where she discovers Mala's
photograph. Will everyone find
out about his past?”
About &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Daroga Happu Singh
shares, “Happu's (Yogesh
Tripathi) children insist on going

to the movies on Children's Day.
Happu informs Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak) about it and expresses
concern about the cost; Rajesh
suggests taking them to a zoo
instead, which is less expensive.
Happu tells his children that he
will take them to the zoo to see
a tiger. When he calls the Zoo
manager to schedule their visits,
he is informed that there are no
tigers in the zoo because they
have all been relocated to the
jungles of Madhya Pradesh.
Happu becomes tense and starts
thinking about a solution. After a
while, Bimlesh (Sapna Sikarwar)
arrives at their house and com-
plains about Beni (Vishwanath
Chatterjee), telling Rajesh, "Bas
mere saamne sher bane phirte
hain."Happu overhears their
conversations and produces a
plan. He approaches Beni and
requests that he dress up as a
tiger for a day at the Zoo. He
also persuades them to agree to
do whatever it takes to make the
children happy.  

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000  ppmm,,
HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000
ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt
1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Interesting twists
in &TV shows

Asmita Sood
gets candid
about new show
'Janam Janam
ka Sath'

'Dil Hi Toh Hai' actress Ashmita
Sood, who plays a negative char-
acter in the show, 'Janam Janam
ka Sath', said that she loves being
part of it. "I think the title of the
show 'Janam Janam Ka Sath' is
very apt because it brings out the

exact idea of what the story is
about which is reincarnation. I like

the title a lot. The story of the show
revolves around three characters, and is

about love and hate. It's a story about
how life has transcended overtime

and there are things and emotions
that have still been carried over
to the next life," she said. She
added: "I will be seen in a nega-
tive role for the very first time.
This time, I

thought of experimenting a little where
I am making life difficult for the lead
actors because I am a very possessive
person." However, Asmita doesn't asso-
ciate much with her character, she said:
"Honestly, I don't relate with my char-
acter because she's negative but there
are some possessive things that I might
accept if I was in a relationship in real
life too. I guess we all have little of
Trishala in us. It might not be that
intense but I guess we all are possessive
for the people we love. But this was
what made me sign up. The graph of my
character was what attracted me." She
added: "Playing a lead role is a lot of
responsibility, there is a lot on your
shoulders. But, this time, I am not feel-
ing any pressure because I am enjoying
my journey. As long as all three of us
enjoy the process, it's going to be fun."
Meanwhile, Asmita is not one to get
affected by competition. "There's a lot
of competition but more than that is a
lot of opportunities. There's web,
shows, festival films, regional films. The
boundaries between all the mediums
are blurring and it gives a lot of oppor-

tunities. So, I wouldn't call it a compe-
tition but an opportunity for

actors," she concluded.

Emily Blunt slams 
‘strong female lead’ label:

I’m bored of it
A ctress Emily Blunt during a recent in-

terview rejected the term strong fe-
male character and said she's "bored" of
getting scripts where her character is la-
beled a "strong female lead." "It's the
worst thing ever when you open a script
and read the words 'strong female lead,'"
Blunt told The Telegraph (via
IndieWire), reports 'Variety'. "That
makes me roll my eyes. I'm already
out. I'm bored. Those roles are written
as incredibly stoic, you spend the
whole time acting tough and saying
tough things." Blunt said that her
latest character, Cornelia on the
western revenge series 'The
English', is far "more surpris-
ing" than what the simplified
"strong female lead" label de-
scribes. "She's innocent with-
out being naive and that
makes her a force to be reck-
oned with," the actor
added."The English" stars
Blunt as a frontier woman
hellbent on avenging the
death of her son. Cornelia
partners with an indige-
nous farmer named Eli

(Chaske Spencer), who is also on a mis-
sion of revenge in order to reclaim his
land. "I love a character with a secret,"

Blunt said. "And I loved Cornelia's
buoyancy, her hopefulness, her

guilelessness... She startles Eli out
of his silence and their differ-
ences become irrelevant because
they need each other to survive.
I thought that was very cool."
Blunt joins a growing list of fe-
male actors who have spoken out
against the "strong female lead"
label. "She-Hulk: Attorney at

Law" actor Tatiana Maslany
told The Guardian in August

that it's "frustrating" for
roles to be reduced to that
one "strong" trait. "It's re-
ductive," Maslany added.
"It's just as much a shav-
ing off of all the nuances,
and just as much of a
trope. It's a box that no-
body fits into. Even the
phrase is frustrating.
It's as if we're sup-
posed to be grateful
that we get to be that."

Full throttle: Hrithik Roshan
starts shooting for ‘Fighter’
BB ollywood star Hrithik Roshan, who was most recently seen in

'Vikram Vedha', has finally started the shoot of his next
movie 'Fighter' in which he will share the screen with Deepika
Padukone. The movie, which will be directed by Hrithik's 'War'
director, Siddharth Anand, will also star Anil Kapoor in the lead.
Taking to social media, Marflix Productions, the banner producing
'Fighter', shared a picture of Hrithik Roshan along with director
Siddharth Anand flying off for the shoot. In the caption, they wrote
"And it begins". #FIGHTER (sic)." 'Fighter', which is an aerial
action film, marks the first ever on-screen collaboration of Deepika
Padukone and Hrithik Roshan and the actor's third collaboration
with director Siddharth Anand after 'Bang Bang' and 'War'. The
makers of the film are eyeing for the January 25, 2024 release of
the film in theatres. Earlier, Hrithik had taken to his Instagram, to
share a new poster which he captioned: "25th January 2024 - see
you at the theatres! #Fighter." Deepika, on the other hand, cap-
tioned the post, "Fasten your seat-belts! #FIGHTER, India's first
aerial action film, releases on 25th January 2024 (sic)."

AA ctor Arbaaz Khan who
is currently basking in

the success of his recent
release 'Tanaav' and is now
all set to be seen as a pro-
ducer for 'Patna Shukla'. The
Dabangg series maker
Arbaaz is excited to shoot in
the city of lakes, Bhopal.

Talking about the film, pro-
ducer Arbaaz Khan said, "We
had great fun shooting,
seems like the perfect start.
The shoot of ‘Patna Shukla’
the film has started at its
designated location. And the
story of the film revolves
around the city.”

He further added, “Patna
Shukla is a very interesting
story, about a common
woman’s, uncommon fight.
Her grit. The film is just a
perfect fit. I am looking for-
ward to working with the
whole powerhouse cast.”

'Patna Shukla' is a com-
pelling Social Drama that
stars Raveena Tandon,
Chandan Roy Sanyal, Satish
Kaushik, Manav Vij, Jatin
Goswami, and Anushka
Kaushik.

On the work front, Arbaaz
Khan was last seen in
‘Tanaav‘ web series, which is
currently streaming on Sony
LIV.

Arbaaz Khan excited to
shoot for ‘Patna Shukla’

AA man Verma is a promi-
nent name in the televi-

sion fraternity. He is well-
know for his dominating and
grey characters. He has
appeared in multiple dramas
and shows. It’s reported that
Aman Verma is returning to
TV after 6 years of long break
with Star Bharat’s Aashao Ka
Savera….Dheere Dheere Se.  
Aman Verma has been locked

by the creators to play a piv-
otal role in the show along-
side Reena Kapoor and Rahil
Azam in lead roles. He will be
portraying the character of
Bhanu who is dominating in
nature and the senior most
person in Shrivastav’s family.
Aman’s character is said to
be important in the show as
he plays a very pivotal part. 
The show will portray a story
of two individuals Bhavna
played by Reena Kapoor and
Raghav played by Rahil Azam
who are polar opposite of
each other but destiny will
put them in each other’s life
giving them another chance
to find love again. 
TToo  kknnooww  mmoorree  kkeeeepp  wwaattcchh
AAaasshhaaoo  KKaa  SSaavveerraa……..DDhheeeerree
DDhheeeerree  SSee  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr
BBhhaarraatt  ccoommiinngg  ssoooonn..

Aman Verma returns to TV
with ‘Aashao Ka

Savera…Dheere Dheere Se’ A fter much ambiguity
and constant tussle

of 'yes' or 'no', it's sorted
that Aamir Khan will be a
part of "Champions" but,
here's the catch - the actor
will be working on the
project in the capacity of a
producer. News about
Aamir Khan's upcoming
project "Champions" has
been doing the rounds for
a while. The actor, who
was most recently seen in
"Laal Singh Chaddha",
was in Delhi recently for
his childhood friend's
event. There, the actor
made the revelation about
the project. The actor ex-
pressed his thoughts about
being in the producer's
chair for the film. "It's a
wonderful script, it's a
beautiful story, and it's a
very heartwarming and
lovely film but I feel I want

to take a break. I want to
be with my family, I want
to be with my mom and
my kids," Aamir said. "I
will be producing
'Champions' because I re-
ally believe in the film, I
think it's a great story."

The film will be co-
produced by Aamir
Khan Productions along
with Sony Pictures
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Productions, India, and
200NotOut Productions.

Aamir Khan to 
produce 'Champions'
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New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI):

Experienced dragflicker
Harmanpreet Singh will
lead a 23-member Indian
men’s hockey team in the
upcoming tour of
Australia, Hockey India
said on Tuesday. India will
play five matches against
Australia, beginning
November 26 in Adelaide,
as part of their prepara-
tion for next year’s World
Cup. The FIH showpiece

will be held from January
13 to 29 in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela. While
Harmanpreet will lead the
team, Amit Rohidas has
been picked as the vice-
captain for the upcoming
matches. “The upcoming
tour to Australia is a good
opportunity for us to test
ourselves against one of
the top contenders at the
upcoming FIH Odisha
Hockey Men’s World Cup
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela

2023,” Indian hockey chief
coach Graham Reid said
in a release. “We have
picked a solid line of expe-
rienced players who we be-
lieve can help us in getting
the desired results. We
have also infused the team
with a blend of youngsters
to give them exposure of
top-level competition and
test the depth of our
squad.” In the forward
line, Mandeep Singh has
been included along with

Dilpreet Singh, Abhishek
and Sukhjeet Singh.
Gurjant Singh, Akashdeep
Singh, Mohd. Raheel
Mouseen, Rajkumar Pal,
Nilakanta Sharma,
Shamsher Singh, Hardik
Singh, Manpreet Singh,
and Sumit have been in-
cluded in the midfield for
the tour. In defence, Varun
Kumar makes a return to
the team after missing the
FIH Pro League matches
against New Zealand and

Spain in Bhubaneswar.
Jarmanpreet Singh,
Surender Kumar,
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit
Rohidas, Jugraj Singh,
Mandeep Mor, and Nilam
Sanjeep Xess form the re-
maining backline.

Harmanpreet led the
Indian team to twin wins
over New Zealand in the
recent FIH Pro League,
while finishing 1-1 against
Spain in the double leg
contest.

Hockey India names 23-member
Indian men’s team for Australia tour

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1155  ((PPTTII))::  One of
the most accomplished names
in T20 cricket, Kieron Pollard,
on Tuesday called time on his
IPL playing career after 13 sea-
sons with league giants
Mumbai Indians. The 35-year-
old wanted to carry on playing
for a few more years but decid-
ed to retire from IPL after dis-
cussion with the five-time
champions. Pollard, who has
3412 IPL runs in 189 matches,
had made his MI debut back in
2010. However, his strong asso-
ciation with the franchise
remains as he will be the team’s
new batting coach. “It hasn’t
been the easiest decision to
make as I intend to keep playing
for a few more years, but fol-

lowing discussions with
Mumbai Indians have decided
to call time on my IPL career,”
said Pollard in a statement. “I
understand that this incredible
franchise which has achieved so
much needs to transition and if
I’m no longer to play for MI then
I cannot see myself playing
against MI either.’Once an MI
always an MI”. Pollard, howev-
er, will be playing for MI-owned
franchise in the inaugural
International League T20 in the
United Arab Emirates. “This is
not an emotional goodbye to MI

however as I have agreed to
take up the role of batting
coach in the IPL as well as play
with MI Emirates. “This next
chapter of my career is gen-
uinely exciting and allows me to
transition myself too from play-
ing to coaching. I am immense-
ly proud, honoured and blessed
to have represented the biggest
and most successful team in the
IPL for the past 13 seasons. “It
was always an aspiration to
play for this fantastic team and
although I will miss the buzz of
the IPL you get as a player, I
take comfort in knowing that I
have been fortunate enough to
have played with some of the
best players in the world in
front of our passionate fans.”

calls time
on IPL
career

Pollard

 Remain with
Mumbai Indians as
batting coach

Wellington, Nov 15 (PTI):

England’s phenomenal
success in white-ball crick-
et has forced rivals to con-
sider different set of play-
ers and coaches for the
limited overs game and
Tests but New Zealand
skipper Kane Williamson
feels only a team with a big
talent pool can afford to
take that route.
Williamson was referring
to the vast reserve of play-
ers that a side like India
possesses and a smaller
nation like New Zealand
doesn’t. At the moment,
England is the only major

cricket team to have differ-
ent coaches with Brendon
McCullum in charge of
the Test side and Matthew
Mott guiding the white-
ball cricketers. “With the
volume of cricket happen-
ing, that is definitely a
challenge not just for the
players but for the support
staff too,” Williamson said
in a virtual media interac-
tion ahead of the limited
overs series against India
beginning here on Friday.

“You are playing games
every two or three days
and that absolutely has its
challenges and you see
more and more around the
world where formats are
split and once again there
is a balance to strike.

“Some nations with
larger player pools have
more of an opportunity to
do that and other sides
have other challenges. You
are always trying to bal-
ance that out and make
sure guys are fresh.”

Williamson, whose team
lost in the T20 World Cup
semis last week, was also
asked if tournament
champions England have
set the template on how
the shortest format should
be played.

“There are so many
strong T20 sides and we
saw it in this tournament
more so than any other.
There were a number of
upsets. The English team
plays a strong brand of
cricket which is aggres-
sive and suits the balance
of their side and every
team is always trying to
work around its strength
and play according to
those to put out its best
performance.

Only teams with big talent pool 
can have different players for white

and red ball cricket: Williamson Sao Paulo, Nov 15 (AP):

Wingers, false nines, tar-
get men and center for-
wards in the Brazil squad
for the World Cup are giv-
ing coach Tite a nice selec-
tion headache up front.

As the five-time champi-
on aims to win the title for
the first time in 20 years,
Tite also knows his attack
has limited experience on
the sport’s biggest stage.
That’s something which
he hopes will be offset by
an abundance of skill,
speed and aggressiveness
to worry or terrify oppos-
ing defenses.

Tite will have almost a
week of training in Turin,
Italy, to tune up.

The nine forwards in
the 26-man squad are

Neymar, Vinicius Jr.,
Rodrygo, Richarlison,
Raphinha, Antony, Gabriel
Jesus, Gabriel Martinelli
and Pedro.

Only Neymar, from the
2014 and 2018 World Cups,
and Jesus, Brazil’s start-
ing striker four years ago
in Russia, have experience
in the tournament. The
other seven will make
their World Cup debuts in
Qatar.

Tite has said he plans to
use all nine. The main de-
cision is where to play
Neymar, a regular starter
for 10 years. The coach has
leaned toward a formation
with Neymar adopting a
midfield role in support of
the attack, like “a bow be-
hind three arrows,” ac-
cording to Tite. With

Neymar as a midfielder-
striker, Brazil’s most
promising starting lineup
has included Vinicius on
the left, Richarlison as a
target man, and Raphinha
on the right. Many expect
that to be the chosen op-
tion in the opening match
against Serbia on Nov. 24.
Switzerland and
Cameroon are also in
Group G.

The alternative would
be to place Lucas Paquet
on the left in a position
where he could move into
the midfield. That was
often the case in World
Cup qualifying but Brazil
would be choosing a player
who is recovering from a
shoulder injury over
Vinicius, who scored the
winner for Real Madrid in

the Champions League
final this year. “Brazil was
very predictable for a
while due to its dependen-
cy on Neymar,” Brazil
great Zico said in
September. “Now he is just
the icing on the cake, the
guy who will deliver some-
thing extra. Brazil has
other players up front. A
lot of players.”

Richarlison, who has
seven goals for Brazil in
his last seven internation-
als, will likely have
Neymar behind him.
Vinicius or Paquet and
Raphinha will be allowed
to focus on their attacking
skills because the likely
left and right backs, Alex
Sandro and Danilo, are ex-
pected to play more defen-
sively.

Not just Neymar: Tite plans Brazil’s attack at World Cup

(From L) Brazil’s forward Vinicius Junior, Brazil’s
midfielder Fred, Brazil’s defender Alex Sandro and
Brazil’s defender Dani Alves attend a training
session along with their coach  Tite.

Turin, Nov 15 (AP):

Novak Djokovic beat
Stefanos Tsitsipas for the
ninth straight time by 6-4,
7-6 (4) in the players’ open-
ing match at the ATP
Finals. Djokovic has beat-
en Tsitsipas in his third
straight tournament fol-
lowing wins in Astana,
Kazakhstan and at the
Paris Masters.

“All the matches we’ve
played have been decided
by two or three points and
that was again the case
tonight,” Djokovic said.

He broke Tsitsipas in
the opening game and held
from there to close out the
first set. “A break in these

conditions is decisive,”
Djokovic said of the fast
indoor court.

A cross-court backhand
passing shot winner that
landed on the line helped
Djokovic move ahead in

the second-set tiebreaker.
Tsitsipas won two of his

first three career matches
against Djokovic but has-
n’t beaten the 21-time
Grand Slam winner in
more than three years.

Earlier, Andrey Rublev
won a 37-shot rally on his
fifth match point to seal a
6-7 (7), 6-3, 7-6 (7) win over
fellow Russian Daniil
Medvedev in the other Red
Group match.

Following his win,
Rublev wrote “Peace,
Peace, Peace, All we need,”
on a TV camera lens in an
apparent reference to the
war in Ukraine.

Rublev and Medvedev
along with all Russian and
Belarus tennis players
have been competing with-
out their flag or country
next to their names as part
of widespread sports sanc-
tions due to Russia’s war
with Ukraine.

Djokovic beats Tsitsipas for 
9th straight time at ATP Finals Wellington, Nov 15 (PTI):

The seasoned Martin
Guptill and Trent Boult
were on Tuesday dropped
from New Zealand’s squad
for the home limited overs
series against India, begin-
ning here on November 18.

Opener Guptill has been
dropped to accommodate
rising star Finn Allen
while New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) decided to
give others an opportunity
in the six-match series
ahead of Boult, who has
opted out of a central con-
tract with the board.

Allen is primed to face
India for the first time
after being confirmed in
both BLACKCAPS squads
for the series.

The 23-year-old Allen
has already played 23 T20s

and eight ODIs, amassing
five half-centuries and a
hundred.

In Boult’s absence, Tim
Southee, Matt Henry
(ODIs only), Lockie

Ferguson, Blair Tickner
and Adam Milne form the
pace attack.

Milne is in line to play
his first ODI since 2017,
building on his return to

the T20 International
arena during the recent
Tri Series and last year’s
T20 World Cup in the UAE.

Head coach Gary Stead
said it was never easy leav-
ing out the experience of
Boult and Guptill but the
team had to keep looking
ahead.

“When Trent opted out
of his NZC contract in
August, we indicated that
priority would be given to
those players with either
central or domestic con-
tracts, and that’s been the
case here,” he said in a
statement.

“We’re all aware of
Trent’s world class ability,
but at this time - as we
build towards more global
events, we want to give op-
portunities and experi-
ences to others.

Guptill, Boult dropped for series against India

Bengaluru, Nov 15 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu defeated
Chhattisgarh by 14 runs
for their second win in
Group C in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on
Tuesday.

Sent into bat by the op-
position captain Harpreet
Singh Bhatia, TN openers
B Sai Sudharsan (121, 109
balls, 10 fours, 4 sixes) and
N Jagadeesan (107, 113
balls, 10 fours, 2 sixes) put
on 233 in 34.5 overs. The
duo played some superb
shots and sent the
Chhattisgarh bowlers on a
leather hunt.

Though the Tamil Nadu
innings stuttered after the
exit of Sudharsan and
Jagadeesan, M Shahrukh
Khan (28, 27 balls, 1 fours,
1 six) and B Aparajith (36,

19 balls, 3 fours, 2 sixes)
provided the flourish to-
wards the end as they fin-
ished at 340 for six in 50
overs.

Up against a mammoth
target, both the
Chhattisgarh openers
were back in the pavilion
with the score at 38.
However, skipper
Harpreet Singh (121, 129
balls, 11 fours, 2 sixes) and
Amandeep Khare (115, 99
balls, 5 fours, 5 sixes)
mounted a superb fight-
back, adding 214 runs in
199 balls to keep the team
in the hunt.

The dismissals of
Bhatia, who fell to J
Kousik (2/52) and Khare
to R Sonu Yadav (3/47)
pegged Chhattisgarh
back. The rest of the bat-
ters could not rise to the

challenge and the team
eventually fell short by 14
runs. In another match,
Andhra trounced
Arunachal Pradesh by 261
runs with Abhishek
Reddy (136) and skipper K
S Bharat (100) playing key
roles and Kerala scored
over Goa thanks to Rohan
Kunnummal’s superb 134.

Brief scores: Tamil
Nadu 340 for 6 in 50 overs
(B Sai Sudharsan 121, N
Jagadeesan 107, B
Aparajith 36, M Shahrukh
Khan 28, Ravi Kiran 3/69)
beat Chhattisgarh 326 for 8
in 50 overs (Harpreet
Singh Bhatia 121 (129
balls, 11X4, 2X6),
Amandeep Singh 115 (99
balls, 5X4, 5X6), R Sonu
Yadav 3/47) by 14 runs.
TN: 4 points,
Chhattisgarh: 0.

TN beat Chhattisgarh by 14 runs
Melbourne, Nov 15 (PTI):

England are hopeful
star all-rounder Ben
Stokes will “unretire”
from ODI cricket in time
for the defence of their 50-
over World Cup in India
next year. Stokes played a
vital role in England’s re-
cent World Cup final wins.

While he scored an un-
beaten 53 against Pakistan
in the T20 World Cup final
on Sunday, he had re-
mained unbeaten on 92
against New Zealand dur-
ing the summit clash of
the 50-over marquee event
in 2019.

However, the 31-year-old
Test skipper announced
his retirement from the 50-
over format earlier this
year, saying playing three

formats had become “un-
sustainable” for him.

Matthew Mott, who took
over as England’s white-
ball coach in May, hopes to
persuade Stokes to reverse
his ODI retirement.

“When he spoke to me
about his ODI retirement
one of the first things I
said was that I’d back any
decision he made. But I

said to him he didn’t nec-
essarily have to retire - he
could just not play 50-overs
for a while,” Mott told re-
porters. “I did say you

could always unretire.
“That’s his deci-

sion. It’s going to
be a World Cup

year and we don’t
play much T20 cricket

for a while but it will be a
decision that’s up to him,”
he added.

Mott said the all-round-
er is vital cog in the
England’s scheme of
things in white-ball crick-
et. “The more we can get
him is great. He’s doing an
amazing job with the Test
captaincy but he is a very
big cog in the wheel when
he comes back to white-
ball.

England hopeful of Stokes’ unretirement’
from ODIs ahead of World Cup



New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force on
Tuesday inducted a fleet of
electric vehicles in keep-
ing with the government's
initiative on introduction
of green mobility.

Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari flagged off the
first batch of 12 electric ve-
hicles in the presence of
other senior officers and
staff.

"In order to achieve re-
duction in carbon foot-
print and in keeping with
the government of India's
initiative on introduction
of green mobility, the IAF
has inducted a fleet of
Tata Nexon electric vehi-
cles," the IAF said in a
statement.

It said the force is plan-
ning to enhance the usage

of electric vehicles in a
progressive manner by
procuring e-vehicles
against downgraded con-
ventional vehicles.

"Augmentation of the e-
vehicles ecosystem, in-
cluding installation of
charging infrastructure at
various Air Force bases, is
also planned. The first
batch of electric cars in-
troduced today will be de-
ployed in Delhi NCR units
for performance monitor-

ing and analysis," it said.
"To create a standard-

ised inventory of vehicles,
IAF has already joined
hands with the Indian
Army in the ongoing pro-
curement of electric buses
and electric cars," the IAF
said.

It said these proactive
measures reaffirms IAF's
commitment to the nation-
al objective of transforma-
tion towards environment-
friendly mobility.

My head hangs in shame: HC CJ 
New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

"My head hangs in
shame," the Delhi High
Court Chief Justice said on
Tuesday, lamenting the
"complete unsympathetic
attitude" of the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) towards the families
of two people who died in-
side a sewer this year.

The high court, which
was annoyed over non-com-
pliance with its October 6
order by which the DDA
was directed to pay Rs 10
lakh compensation each to
the families of the de-
ceased, said it had asked
the authorities to pay the
amount to the vicitims' kin
as they had lost their sole
bread earners in the inci-
dent.

Pursuant to the high
court's direction, DDA Vice
Chairman Manish Gupta
was present at the hearing.
A sweeper and a security
guard had died on
September 9 in Outer
Delhi's Mundka area after

they inhaled toxic gases in-
side a sewer.

The incident occurred
when a sweeper had gone
down to clean the sewer
and fainted. A security
guard who rushed to his
rescue also fell uncon-
scious, and both died.

The high court, which
was hearing a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) initiated
by the court on its own
based on a news report of
the incident, expressed dis-
pleasure over non-payment
of Rs 10 lakh each by the
DDA to the victims' fami-
lies and said "not even a
single penny" was released
by the authority.

It, however, noted that as
a part of a separate com-
pensation, the Delhi gov-
ernment has paid Rs 1 lakh
each to the two families and
the remaining Rs 9 lakh
will be paid to them within
15 days. "We are dealing
with people who are work-
ing for us so that our life is
made comfortable. And this
is the manner and method

they are being dealt with by
the authorities. Very unfor-
tunate," a bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said.

The chief justice added,
"My head hangs in shame."
"From October 6, we are
now on November 15.
When the court had direct-
ed DDA to pay the amount,
why it was not done? This
is the question," the bench
said. The counsel for DDA
said it was the duty of the
Delhi government to pay
the amount.

Delhi government stand-
ing counsel Santosh Kumar
Tripathi submitted the
DDA was trying to mix up
the compensation which is
to be paid as per the
Supreme Court order and
that the amount of Rs 10
lakh to be paid by the Delhi
government was by a cabi-
net decision of March 5,
2020.

The bench said the ques-
tion of liability could have
been decided later on but

the anxiety of the court
was that, as an immediate
measure, something need-
ed to be given to the affect-
ed families. On being asked
by the bench about the total
annual budget of the DDA,
the Vice Chairman said it
was Rs 3,000 crore.

"You have the budget of
Rs 3,000 crore and we re-
quested you to pay only Rs
10 lakh as an immediate
measure and you came up
with all kinds of excuses.
Later we could have adjust-
ed the amount by fixing the
responsibility. We asked
you to pay so that there is
some financial and emo-
tional sense of security to
the families who have lost
their bread earners," the
bench said.

On the issue of rehabili-
tating and giving compas-
sionate appointment to
one of the family mem-
bers of the deceased who
was an employee of the
DDA, the agency urged the
court to grant 15 days for
the purpose.
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At 8th spot, India 
ranks high on list for 
climate protection

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

India climbed two spots
to rank eighth out of 63 in
the Climate Change
Performance Index (CCPI)
2023, thanks to its low
emissions and the increas-
ing use of renewable ener-
gy. The report was pub-
lished on Monday by three
environmental non-gov-
ernmental organisations
that track climate per-
formance of the European
Union and 59 countries,
which together account
for over 92 per cent of the
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in the world.

The rankings by
G e r m a n w a t c h ,
NewClimate Institute and
the Climate Action
Network are based on how

well the countries are
doing to halve their emis-
sions by 2030 -- an essential
aspect to keep the 1.5-de-
gree Celsius goal within
reach and prevent danger-
ous climate change.

The CCPI, which has
been published since 2005,
aims to enhance trans-
parency in international
climate politics and it en-
ables comparison of indi-
vidual countries' climate
protection efforts and
progress.

The report leaves the
first three places empty as
"no country performed
well enough in all index
categories to achieve an
overall very high rating".
It puts Denmark in fourth
place, followed by Sweden
and Chile.

‘Children’s death due to Indian syrup a shame’
Bengaluru, Nov 15 (PTI): 

Infosys founder N R
Narayana Murthy on
Tuesday said the country
faces huge challenges in
the field of research in sci-
ences despite the nation
achieving the feat of pro-
ducing COVID-19 vaccine
and inoculating the people
of the country. He under-
lined also the death of 66
children in Gambia in
Africa due to India-pro-
duced cough syrup and
that shamed the country.

He was speaking at an
event to present Infosys
prize to six people by the
Infosys Science
Foundation. The prize car-
ries a purse of USD
1,00,000. Lauding compa-
nies which manufactured
and supplied the billion

COVID-19 vaccines,
Murthy said this was an
achievement by any stan-
dard. The IT czar appreci-
ated the rollout of the new
national education policy,
which is based on the rec-
ommendations of profes-
sor Kasturirangan
Committee. The Infosys
founder appreciated pro-
fessor Gagandeep Kang
and several others becom-
ing fellows of the Royal
Society in London, and
professor Ashok Sen win-
ning the Millenium prize.

"These are all encourag-
ing and happy events that
show that India is on a
path of growth absolutely
but we still have huge chal-
lenges," the IT tycoon said.

"There is not a single
Indian institution of high-
er learning in the top 250 of

the world university global
ranking that was an-
nounced in 2020. Even the
vaccines we have pro-
duced, or either based on
technology from advanced
countries, or based on re-
search from the developed
world. Consequently, we
still have not produced a
vaccine for dengue and

chikungunya, which have
been ravaging us for the
last 70 years now," said
Murthy. "That death of 66
children in Gambia, result-
ing from an India-pro-
duced cough syrup has
brought unimaginable
shame to our country and
has dented the credibility
of our pharmaceutical reg-
ulatory agency," Murthy
said.

However, there was a so-
lution, which is a difficult
one, and according to him,
the country opted for it, he
said. According to him, ex-
perts feel that India's in-
ability to use research to
solve immediate pressing
problems is due to lack of
inculcating curiosity at an
early age, disconnect be-
tween pure and applied re-
search, inadequate cut-

ting-edge research infra-
structure in the higher ed-
ucational institutions, in-
sufficient grants and inor-
dinate delays in creating
incentives for research and
inadequate fora for knowl-
edge sharing with global
research institutions.

The Infosys founder
opined that money is not
the primary resource for
success in invention or in-
novation. He said there
were two components for
success in research -- the
first component is to re-ori-
ent teaching in schools and
colleges towards Socratic-
questioning and relating
what they learn in the
classroom to the real-world
problems around them,
rather than passing the ex-
aminations through learn-
ing by rote.

IRCTC  to customise menu to
include food for diabetics,
infants, health aficionados

New Delhi, Nov 15 (PTI): 

The Railway Board has
given its catering and
tourism arm IRCTC the
flexibility to customise its
menu to include local and
regional cuisines as well as
food suitable for diabetics,
infants and health aficiona-
dos. According to a note
sent by the Railway Board
to the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC), the
move is aimed at improving
catering services on trains
and give passengers more
options.

"As a measure to improve
catering services on trains,
it has been decided to give
IRCTC the flexibility to cus-
tomize the menu so as to in-
clude items of regional
cuisines/preferences, sea-
sonal delicacies, require-
ment during festivals, food

items as per the preferences
of different group of pas-
sengers such as diabetic
food, baby food, health food
options, including millet-
based local products among
others," the note said. At
present, the IRCTC has to
get the menus, comprising
mostly of standardised food
items and beverages, ap-
proved by the Railway
Board before it can intro-
duce them in trains. The
note also stated that for 'pre-
paid' trains, in which cater-
ing charges are included in
the passenger fare, the
menu will be decided by the
IRCTC within the tariff al-
ready notified. In addition,
sale of a-la-carte meals and
branded food items on MRP
will also be permitted on
these 'prepaid' trains. Menu
and tariff of such a-la-carte
meals will be decided by the
IRCTC, it noted. For other

Mail/Express trains, menu
of budget segment items
like standard meals will be
decided by the IRCTC with-
in the fixed tariff already
notified. Menu and tariff of
'janta' meals shall remain
unchanged, it noted.

Sale of a-la-carte meals
and branded food items on
MRP will be permitted on
Mail/Express trains. Menu
and tariff of such a-la-carte
meals will be decided by the
IRCTC, it said. "While de-
ciding the menu, the IRCTC
shall ensure that upgrada-
tion in quality and stan-
dards of food and service is
maintained and safeguards
are built in to avoid fre-
quent and undue changes
such as curtailment in
quantity and quality, use of
inferior brands, etc to avoid
passenger grievances," the
note from the Railway
Board said.

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren felicitates beneficiaries during inauguration of various developmental
projects on the occasion of birth anniversary of freedom fighter Birsa Munda and the 22nd Jharkhand
Foundation Day, in Ranchi, Tuesday.

BENEFICIARIES FELICITATED

People feed migratory Siberian seagulls from a boat on the Ganga river, in
Varanasi, Tuesday. 
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N R Narayana Murthy

IAF procures electric vehicles
to reduce carbon footprint


