
Highways closed
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  Major highways
were closed and villages
in high-altitude areas cut
off due to heavy
overnight snowfall and
rains in Jammu and
Kashmir, with authorities
closing schools for
Monday in some districts
as a precautionary meas-
ure. The weather will be
overcast with the possibil-
ity of more rains or snow
for most part of the day,
according to the meteoro-
logical office. While traffic
movement was suspended
on the Srinagar-Leh high-
way due to snowfall in
Sonamarg and adjoining
areas, the Jammu-
Srinagar highway was
closed after heavy rains
triggered shooting stones
and mudslides between
Chanderkot and Banihal in

Ramban district.

Encounter
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: An encounter
broke out on Monday
between a team of army
personnel and unidenti-
fied militants in a forest
in Assam’s Tinsukia dis-
trict, a defence
spokesperson said. The
exchange of fire started
around 9.20 am in
Barpathar when the Army
team was patrolling the
area, he said. “The army
patrol party was out on
routine duty when the
encounter started. Details
are awaited. The opera-
tion is still going on,” he
said. Locals claimed that
they heard the sound of at

least one major explosion.

Kala Utsav 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The state-level
Kala Utsav, an event to
promote arts in educa-
tion, will be held from
November 21 to
November 26 in the
national capital, a circular
from the Delhi govern-
ment’s Directorate of
Education said. The Kala
Utsav is an initiative of
the Ministry of Education
under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme to pro-
mote arts in education by
nurturing and showcasing
the artistic talents of
school students. “The
event helps in enhancing
various skills of 
participants and prepares
them as ambassadors of

our culture. 

Dudhwa reopens
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii:: The
famous Dudhwa National
Park will open for nature
lovers and wildlife enthu-
siasts from November 15,
officials said on Monday.
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
field director Sanjay
Kumar Pathak said
tourism activities in
Dudhwa would be set in
motion after the formal
inauguration by Uttar
Pradesh forest and envi-
ronment minister Arun
Kumar on Tuesday.
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BRIEF

A man with a dog walks amid
foggy weather and a light

snowfall on the outskirts of
Srinagar, Monday.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Forced religious conver-
sion may pose a danger to
national security and im-
pinge on religious freedom
of citizens, the Supreme
Court said on Monday, and
asked the Centre to step in
and make sincere efforts
to tackle the “very seri-
ous” issue.

The court warned a
“very difficult situation”
will emerge if proselytisa-
tion through deception, al-
lurement and intimida-
tion is not stopped.

“The issue with respect
to the alleged conversion
of religion, if it is found to
be correct and true, is a
very serious issue which
may ultimately affect the
security of the nation as
well as the freedom of reli-
gion and conscience of the
citizens.

“Therefore, it is better
that the Union govern-
ment may make their
stand clear and file count-
er on what steps can be

taken by Union and/or
others to curb such forced
conversion maybe by
force, allurement or fraud-
ulent means,” a bench of
Justices M R Shah and
Hima Kohli said.

The court asked
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to enumerate meas-
ures to curb the practice.

“This is a very serious
matter. Sincere efforts are
to be made by the Centre
to stop forced conversions.
Otherwise very difficult
situation will come. Tell us
what action do you pro-
pose....You have to step in,”
the bench observed. Mehta

submitted before the top
court that the issue was
debated even in the
Constituent Assembly.

“There were two Acts.
One was by the Odisha
government and other one
by Madhya Pradesh deal-
ing with regulation of any
forcible conversion by de-
ceit, falsehood or fraud,
money. These issues came
before this court for con-
sideration and the top
court upheld the validity,”
Mehta said.

The solicitor general
said forced religious con-
versions are rampant in
tribal areas.

Many a time the victims
are not aware they are the
subject matter of criminal
offence and would say they
are being helped, Mehta
said.

The top court observed
there may be freedom of
religion but there cannot
be freedom of religion by
forced conversion.

It granted time till
November 22, 2022 to the
Centre to file its response
on the issue and posted the
matter for hearing on
November 28.

The apex court was
hearing a plea filed by ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre and
states to take stringent
steps to control fraudulent
religious conversion by
“intimidation, threaten-
ing, deceivingly luring
through gifts and mone-
tary benefits”.

The top court had on
September 23 sought re-
sponses from the Centre
and others to the plea.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):
A 28-year-old man alleged-
ly strangled his live-in
partner, chopped her body
into nearly 35 pieces, kept
them in a fridge for almost
three weeks and then
dumped them across the
city over several days, po-
lice said on Monday.

Details of the killing
and its grisly aftermath
came to light almost six
months later with the ar-
rest of Aftab Ameen
Poonawala, officials said.
Some chopped body parts
of the woman have been
found and police are look-
ing for the murder
weapon, they said.

The officials said the ac-
cused bought a 300-litre
fridge to keep the severed
body parts and used in-
cense sticks and room
freshners to suppress the
foul smell emanating from
the corpse. Poonawala and
Shraddha Walkar fell in
love while they were work-
ing at a call centre in
Mumbai. But their fami-
lies objected to the rela-

tionship as they were from
different faiths, prompting
the couple to move to
South Delhi’s Mehrauli
earlier this year, a senior
police official said.

“Around mid-May, the
couple had an argument
over marriage, which es-
calated and Poonawala
killed her,” Ankit
Chauhan, Additional DCP-
I, South district, said.

“The accused then cut
her body into over 35
pieces. He bought a 300
litre fridge to preserve the
body parts and stocked up
on incense sticks and

room freshners. He dis-
posed the pieces in differ-
ent parts of the city over
several days. He used to
step out past midnight to
dump the severed body
parts,” he added.

Chauhan said the
woman was not in proper
talking terms with her
family due to their differ-
ences over her relation-
ship with Poonawala.

According to a com-
plaint filed by the victim’s
father in Mumbai, one of
her friends informed them
in September that the
woman’s phone had been
unreachable for two
months. The complaint al-
leged that Poonawala used
to beat up Walkar on occa-
sions and that she had in-
formed her family about it
earlier.

“The woman’s father
called the accused up but
was told that the couple
had parted ways sometime
back. Unable to contact his
daughter, the man then
filed a missing com-
plaint,” Chauhan said.

10 members of Christian outfit booked
for religious conversion of children 

DDaammoohh::  An offence has been registered against 10 members
of a Christian organisation for alleged religious conversion
of children and other violations in Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh
district, police said on Monday. A first information report
(FIR) has been registered against 10 persons associated
with the organisation based on a complaint lodged by the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) on Sunday, an official said. 

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

A Tihar jail superin-
tendent has been sus-
pended for alleged in-
volvement in providing
special treatment to AAP
minister Satyendar Jain
who has been lodged in
the prison in a money
laundering case, sources
said on Monday.

Last week, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) claimed in a court
here that Jain was getting
special treatment inside
the Tihar Jail.

“Jail Superintendent of
Tihar Jail no. 7, Ajit
Kumar, DANICS, has
been suspended. He has
prima facie been found to
have committed irregu-

larities that warrant in-
quiry,” a source in the
prison department of the
Delhi Government said,
adding that the matter
was connected to Jain get-
ting special treatment in
the jail.

The ED had made the
submission before
Special Judge Vikas
Dhull while concluding
its arguments opposing
Jain’s plea against the
money laundering case.

“Unknown persons
were giving massages and
foot massages to Jain,
even beyond curfew
hours. He was given spe-
cial food,” said Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) S
V Raju, appearing for the
ED.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Karnataka Congress
president D K Shivakumar
on Monday appeared be-
fore the Enforcement
Directorate in Delhi for a
fresh round of question-
ing in the National Herald
money laundering case.

This is the second time
that the federal agency is
recording his statement in
the case that has been reg-
istered under the criminal
sections of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The 60-year-old
former Karnataka cabinet
minister told reporters he
has furnished all docu-
ments sought by the
agency in connection with
the probe and that he had
to depose again despite

seeking a three-week de-
ferment of the summons.
“They have summoned me
again on the Young Indian

issue...I had sent some pa-
pers to them (ED) but
probably they are not sat-
isfied.” “We respect them,
we respect the summons
and we respect the institu-
tion. There is nothing to
hide and whatever we
have given (as a donation
to Young Indian) is for
charitable work,” he said.

Shivakumar and his MP
brother D K Suresh have
donated an unspecified
amount of money in the
past to Young Indian.

“There is nothing wrong
in this (giving dona-
tion)...many well-wishers
have done so,”
Shivakumar, who said he
came straight from the
Mahakal temple in Ujjain
for his deposition, told re-
porters.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

The CBI will soon an-
nounce a reward of Rs one
lakh for providing infor-
mation on IRS officer
Santosh Karnani who is
absconding since October
4 after his name surfaced
in Rs 30 lakh alleged
bribery case, officials said.

The central probe
agency has also moved a
special court seeking a
warrant against the offi-
cer as he has “not joined
the investigation” after
four notices from the CBI,
they said.

The officer posted as
Additional Income Tax
Commissioner Class-I in
Ahmedabad had allegedly
demanded Rs 30 lakh bribe

from a builder on October
3 to be channelled through
‘Dhara Angadia Firm’ in
the city.

The builder had com-
plained to the Anti-
Corruption Branch of
Ahmedabad Police, which
launched a trap operation
on October 4, but the offi-
cer allegedly managed to
give them a slip, they said.

Karnani was trans-
ferred to Guwahati nearly
a week after the trap oper-
ation but he has not joined
the office and is on “unau-
thorised leave”, they said.

The Gujarat govern-
ment handed over the mat-
ter to the CBI which has is-
sued four notices so far but
the officer did not join the
investigation.

CHILDREN’S DAY

President Droupadi Murmu being greeted by students during an event on the occasion
of Children’s Day, at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi, Monday.

Gaurav Dwivedi
appointed Prasar

Bharati CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior IAS officer
Gaurav Dwivedi was on
Monday appointed the Chief
Executive Officer of public
broadcaster Prasar Bharati. A
1995-batch officer of
Chhattisgarh cadre, Dwivedi
will have a five-year tenure
from the date he assumes
charge. Earlier, Dwivedi was
the Chief Executive Officer of
MyGovIndia, the citizen
engagement platform of the
government. Shashi Shekhar
Vempati was the CEO of
Prasar Bharati from 2017 to
2022. After Vempati complet-
ed his five-year tenure,
Director General of
Doordarshan Mayank
Agrawal was given the addi-
tional charge of CEO Prasar
Bharati in June this year. 

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju mounted a fresh at-
tack on the country’s first
prime minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, on the
Kashmir issue on
Monday, claiming that he
moved the United
Nations under the wrong
Article after Pakistan’s
invasion, thereby making
it a party to the dispute
instead of an aggressor.

Rijiju also said Nehru
let the “myth” of a UN-
mandated plebiscite per-
petuate and created the
“divisive” Article 370 of
the Constitution.

“Nehru rejected
Maharaja Hari Singh’s
plea to accede to India not

just once but thrice,” he
wrote on Twitter. The
Lok Sabha member of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) from
Arunachal Pradesh also
hit out at Hari Singh’s
son Karan Singh, saying
he presented a “sanitised
history, resorted to poor
wordplay, and, that too, in
a roundabout way to
somehow extricate
Nehru” on the then
prime minister delaying
the accession of Kashmir.

The law minister made
these remarks in an opin-
ion piece for the News 18
portal, which he shared
on his Twitter handle.

The fresh attack on the
Congress slalwart came
on his birth anniversary.

“Nehru was aware
even in June 1947 that all
that Hari Singh wanted
was to join the Indian do-
minion. Nehru stated as
much in his note to
Mountbatten (the last
viceroy of India),” Rijiju
wrote.

He said it was time for
the citizens of the coun-
try to rebuff attempts to
falsify history and stand
true to the people of
Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh.

“The people of this re-
gion, along with the rest
of India, deserve to know
the truth of what actually
happened during those
tumultuous months and
years,” the minister
wrote.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has di-
rected the varsities to
make necessary changes
in their statutes and ordi-
nances to enable the en-
gagement of Professors of
Practice in their institu-
tions.

“To enable Higher
Educational Institutions
to hire professional ex-
perts, the UGC has created
a new position called
Professor of Practice’
(PoP) and already pub-
lished guidelines for en-
gaging them,” UGC secre-
tary PK Thakur said in a
letter to varsities.

“The vice chancellors of
universities and the col-
lege principals are re-

quested to initiate steps to
necessary changes in their
statutes, ordinances, rules
and regulations to enable
the engagement of PoP in
their institutions,”
Thakur said.

The commission has
also sought an action
taken report in this re-
gard.

Professor of Practice is
a common practice across
the world. PoPs, who are
primarily non-tenured fac-
ulty members, are in
vogue in many universi-
ties such as Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT), Harvard University,
Stanford University, SOAS
University of London,
Cornell University, and
University of Helsinki to
name a few.

In India too, PoPs are ap-
pointed at the Indian
Institutes of Technology
in Delhi, Madras and
Guwahati.

The UGC had last month
notified that universities
and higher education in-
stitutions will now be able
to hire distinguished ex-
perts as faculty members
under the “Professors of
Practice in Universities
and Colleges” category for
which formal academic
qualification and publica-
tion requirements will not
be mandatory.

According to the guide-
lines, the number of PoPs
in a higher education in-
stitute (HEI), at any point
in time, should not exceed
10 per cent of the sanc-
tioned posts and be en-

gaged in three categories
— funded by industries,
funded by HEIs from their
own resources, and on an
honorary basis.

The maximum duration
of service at a given insti-
tution should not exceed
three years, extendable by
one year in exceptional
cases, the guidelines said.

The faculty members
under the scheme will be
engaged in three cate-
gories — PoP funded by in-
dustries, PoP engaged by
HEIs from their own re-
sources and PoP on an
honorary basis.

The engagement of PoP
will be for a fixed term.
Their hiring will be exclu-
sive of the sanctioned
posts of a university or
college.

Bengaluru, Nov 14 (PTI):

An insurance compa-
ny which challenged the
compensation of Rs 11.39
lakh awarded by a Motor
Vehicle Claims Tribunal
in a road accident case
has been ordered by the
Karnataka High Court
(HC) to pay around Rs 45
lakh to the victim.

The National
Insurance Company ap-
proached the HC with an
appeal against the 2015
judgment of the Motor
Vehicle Tribunal which
ordered it to pay com-
pensation of Rs 11,39,340
to one Alwin Lobo, an
engineering student.
Lobo was travelling with

his brother on a motor-
bike which was involved
in an accident with an
auto-rickshaw. He sus-
tained severe injuries
and spent several
months in hospital. He
sustained “permanent
injury” to his head as
well.

The compensation
awarded was challenged
by the company which
claimed that driver
Lokesh Gowda was a
neighbour of Lobo and,
to help them get compen-
sation, the accident was
made up. It claimed that
only the two-wheeler
was involved in the acci-
dent and not the auto-
rickshaw. Being the in-

surer of the auto-rick-
shaw, it was ordered to
pay compensation.

Justice H P Sandesh,
who heard the petition,
in his recent judgment,
said: “In order to come to
a conclusion that it was
a case of fraud and im-
plication of the vehicle,
no ample material is
placed before the Court.
When such being the
case, I do not find any
ground to reverse the
findings of the
Tribunal...”

Though the victim had
not appealed for en-
hancement of compen-
sation, the HC invoked a
rule from the Civil
Procedure Code.

Insurance company challenges compensation 
awarded by tribunal, ends up paying four times more

Make necessary changes in statutes, ordinances
to hire Professors of Practice: UGC to varsities

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju fires fresh
salvo on Nehru on Kashmir issue

CBI to announce reward
on ‘absconding’ IRS officer

National Herald case

Congman Shivakumar appears before ED again

Congress Karnataka
President DK Shivakumar
at ED office for questioning
regarding National Herald
money laundering case, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Tihar Jail superintendent 
suspended over alleged VIP treatment

to AAP minister Satyendar Jain

Man kills live-in partner
Chops body into 35 pieces

Forced religious conversion may
pose danger to national security: SC

Shrimad Bhagwat week
commences with Shobha Yatra

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: A week-
long Shrimad Bhagwat
Gyan Yajna is scheduled
from November 15 at Kali
Bari Nehru Nagar. On
Monday evening, a grand
Shobha Yatra was organ-
ised where the Katha
Vachak Acharya Jugal
Kishore Dwivedi performed

the puja rituals of the
"Bhagwat". The uniqueness
of this Bhagwat week is
that it is being organised by
all women organisation,
Astha Mandali. On
November 15 the Bhagwat
Katha narration with begin
with Gowardhan Leela. The
story telling will be done
from 14:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs
every day.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1144:: The eighth edi-
tion of Inter School MGM Fest
sets off with a grand opening
ceremony on Monday in the
CCET campus jointly hosted by
Mar Baselios Vidhya Bhawan,
Christian College of
Engineering and Technology
and Saint Thomas College
Kailash Nagar organised by
The Diocesan-Mission
Education Board Bhilai of
MGM Group of Institutions.
The Chief guest was Thomas
Chacko, DIG Sashatra Seema
Bal, Bhilai while V Rev Thomas
Ramban, Vice President, St
Thomas Mission, chaired the
event. 

A grand Torch rally started
from the memorial of late
lamented HG Stephanos Mar
Diocesius the founder bishop
by lighting the flame from the

lamp of his memorial
and passed through
the streets of Kailsh
nagar culminating
into the venue of the
MGM Fest.

Programme start-
ed with lighting of
MGM Fest flame by
chief guest followed
by hoisting of MGM
Fest flag. An impres-
sive March past by
the 14 school contin-
gents from various
schools was the high-
light of the opening
ceremony. In his wel-
come speech rev Fr PS
Varghese executive vice chair-
man of CCET reminded the au-
dience that the day also coin-
cides with the birthday of
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru first
Prime Minister of India. In his
presidential address Very Rev

Thomas Ramban Vice presi-
dent of Calcutta diocese asked
the children to participate in
the true spirit of the games
and take this opportunity to
showcase their talent. 

In his address as Chief Guest
Thomas Chacko DIG, SSB said

that he was impressed by the
cultural performance of the
students and advised students
to always remain fit by doing
exercise and participate in the
MGM fest without worrying
about win or loss. He congratu-
lated once again the students,

teachers and the
whole team of MGM
Fest. Rev Fr Jacob
Thomas Diocesan
Secretary in His
Felicitation Address
blessed all The
Students and told
that we sacrifice our
today for the better
future of students.

Synchronized dis-
play of aerobics by
400 students of Mar
Baselios Vidhya
Bhawan was the at-
traction of the day.
Students of MGM

Raipur presented a melodious
prayer song

Also present on the occasion
were Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese
(Diocesan Education Officer),
Rev Fr Kurian John (Vice
President MBVB), Rev Fr Aju
Varghese (Treasurer St

Thomas Mission), Prof Dr
Tharakan  (Principal MGM
school Sector-6), Prof MG
Roymon Principal (St Thomas
College), Dipali Soren
(Principal CCET) and BVK
Reddy (Principal MBVB).

Around 2000 students and
150 teachers from 26 institu-
tions of MGM group from
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Arunachal Pradesh, West
Bengal, Orissa, and Nagaland
are participating in this Fest. 

Competitions are being con-
ducted in 36 cultural and 34
sports events spread over 2
days. On line events for some
events have already started
from November 11. A colourful
Cultural Nite was organised in
the evening to provide plat-
form to students to showcase
their hidden talent socially in-
teract with one another.

Saroj Pandey inaugurates
Swadeshi Khadi Mahotsava 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Swadeshi
Khadi Exhibition was in-
augurated at Weldex
Ground, Civic Centre (in
front of Kala Mandir) by
Rajya Sabha member Saroj
Pandey. A large number of
dignitaries of the city were
present to encourage the
craftsmen.

Saroj Pandey said that
such events should be or-
ganised regularly in the
city so that the citizens can
get the handicrafts and
products from across the
country under one roof.
She further said that ac-
cording to the intentions of
the union government, the
handicrafts are being made
available by the craftsmen

at very affordable prices in
the Swadeshi Khadi exhi-
bition. These initiatives
are taking the country to-
wards self-reliance and
prosperity. At the same
time, she called upon the
citizens to use Khadi for
the unity, integrity and
prosperity of the country
and to make the country-
men self-reliant.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14:
International Naturopathy
Organization (INO) is mak-
ing preparations in the dis-
tricts and urban rural
areas of Chhattisgarh to or-
ganize the fifth National
Naturopathy Day on
November 18. The basic ob-
jective of this event is to
promote positive mental
and physical health
through the drugless sys-
tem of medicine, known as
Naturopathy.

INO's State Convenor
Manoj Thackeray said that
the first Naturopathy Day
was observed in the year
2018. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had de-
clared that November 18
will be celebrated as
National Naturopathy Day.

Programs are organized
every year by the
International Naturopathy
Organization at the district
level, block level and rural
areas of all the states in
India.

This year in collabora-
tion with National Institute
of Naturopathy, Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of
India, Surya Foundation is
going to organize more
than 1000 "Arogya and

Counselling Camps" in the
districts of all the states of
the country from 18
November 2022 to 31 March
2023. Through these camps,
the knowledge and benefits
of naturopathy will be

highlighted.
In this sequel, a natur-

opathy camp and exhibi-
tion on this subject was or-
ganized at BSP's JLN
Hospital, Sector 9 on
November 18. A 7-member
delegation of INO recently
met Dr Ravindranath M
and Dr Pramod Binayake
and discussed about the
camp and exhibition.

INO state coordinator
Manoj Thackeray, chief ad-
visor Bhanuji Rao and sen-
ior member Dr Laxprad,
state secretary Kishore
Kannoje, environmentalist
Baluram Verma, yoga
teacher Vinod Rai, publici-
ty head Aditya Tandon,
Naturopathy practitioner
Dr Nirmala Gupta, Dr
Pramod Namdev, Mohan
Gayaki and other members
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Caster 1 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Steel Melting Shop 3 (SMS 3)
has achieved another mile-
stone by creating a new
daily record of 32 heats on
November 13, 2022, shatter-
ing the previous everbest

record of 28 heats on
February 22, 2022. The en-
tire rail bloom requirement
of the Plant's Universal Rail
Mill (URM) met from this
caster.CV1 caster of SMS 3
is one of the prime produc-
tion units of BSP. SMS 3 also
supplies cast billets to the
Modex unit Bar and Rod

Mill and other units like
Merchant Mill and Wire Rod
mill. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge and
other senior executives of
SAIL- Bhilai Steel Plant con-
gratulated the SMS-3 team
and it's associated depart-
ments for the milestone
achieved by SMS-3.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: The 37th
Cub Bulbul rally was or-
ganised by Education
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Bharat Scout Guide Zila
Sangh Bhilai at Maitri
Garden, on November 14,
2022. It was inaugurated
by Shikha Dubey, GM
Education Bhilai Steel
Plant and Chief
Commissioner District
Scout & Guide Bhilai.

In her inaugural ad-
dress, Dubey said that
Cub and Bulbul activities
help in physical mental
and social development. It
inculcates values of disci-
pline, responsibilities and
teaches students to face
any adverse situation in
life. She praised  Rovers
and Rangers for their
praise worthy gesture of

helping the needy during
covid times.

Sumita Sarkar, District
Commissioner Guides,
Madhuri Jaltare,
Treasurer District
Association Scout Guide
were also present. 300
cubs-bulbuls from nine
different BSP schools par-
ticipated in the colourful

events. The event began
with flag hoisting, flag
song followed by Prayers.

Many other interesting
competitions like
Drawing competition, Cub
Bulbul tree competition,
niyam pratigya, fancy
dress, rope climbing, rope
walking and group dance
competition were organ-

ised. The centre of attrac-
tion of fancy dress compe-
tition was the corona vac-
cine and mobile usage
during corona time.

The group dance was
coloured with patriotic
fervour and love for ani-
mals and trees. The havoc
created by deforestation
was well presented by the

cub bulbuls and the
colourful attire of the stu-
dents depicting different
characters was equally
impressive.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR) was the
Chief Guest during the
Valedictory function. On
this occasion, he appreci-
ated the efforts made by
Cubs & Bulbuls. He gave
away prizes to the win-
ners of various competi-
tions. He asked students
to imbibe the Motto
"koshish karo" in their
life. Overall champi-
onship was bagged by
EMMS VII.

The programme was
compered by Manish
Tiwari and Sheetal
Sharma. Vote of thanks
was proposed by Ruby
Burman Roy, Principal
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector-7.

MVN celebrates Children’s
Day & Gurunanak Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Children's
Day and Guru Nanak
Jayanti was celebrated at
Maitri Vidya Niketan,
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali
with great enthusiasm
and zeal in the gracious
presence of President
MECA Rajam
Sudhakaran, Director
MECA S Sajeev, Director &
Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal,

Dr Beena Sajeev, Head
Mistress Nishi Sajan,
Teachers and students.
The programme com-
menced with beautiful
thoughts on Children's
Day and Gurunanak
Jayanti. Teachers present-
ed beautiful melodies of
song and dance disguised
as children. Later
Children also performed
beautiful dance numbers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi greeted the stu-

dents and exhorted them
to be good human beings
with good moral values.
She also said, the dedica-
tion that all the teachers
show towards the students
is amazing as their
thoughts start and end
with them.

The function concluded
with prize distribution for
various competition held
within and outside school.
The programme was coor-
dinated by Literary Club
and Interact club.

Girl becomes SHO of Supela
Police Station for a day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: A girl stu-
dent of Class 4th took over
as Station House Officer of
Supela Police Station on
the occasion of Children's
Day on Monday. A tour of
Supela Police Station was
organised for the students
of Government School
Supela and Shiva Public
School.

They were detailed
about the working of the
police department, daily
routine works, CCTNS,
Mahila Help Desk,
Lockup, First Information
Report, various sections of
IPC, cyber fraud, etc.

The students were de-
tailed about good touch -
bad touch, self defence as
well as career in police de-
partment. At the outset,

the programme began
with the state song "Arpa
Pairi Ke Dhar". The stu-
dents presented poems
and Chhattisgarhi songs.

Shristi Verma, a stu-
dent of Class 4 of Shiva
Public School was given
the opportunity to act as
SHO of Supela Police
Station for a day. After
taking charge of the of-
fice, Shristi asked an in-

nocent question, "we get
holidays in school, don't
you have holidays". The
police officers welcomed
the innocent SHO with
flower bouquets.

Token gifts were dis-
tributed among the chil-
dren. They were sensi-
tised about their duties
towards the nation. The
students expressed de-
sire to become police offi-

cers to make the society
crime free.

After the conclusion of
the programme, all the
students were dropped to
their respective schools.
Bhilai Nagar CSP Nikhil
Rakhecha (IPS), Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela), ASI Sangeeta
Mishra (Raksha Team)
and staff of Supela Police
Station were present.
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GEMS Kids mesmerizes audience

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: “ Five times
you praise your child before
scolding once, said Dr Varsha
Varwandkar, leading coun-
selor for Child Psychology
while speaking as chief guest
of GEMS Kids Carnival
‘Kilkari’ organized on Monday
at the school auditorium
here. The occasion was excit-
ing as it coincided with
Children’s Day and students
of pre-primary and primary
section got an opportunity to
show case their talents on the
stage. They set the stage on
fire with their scintillating
dance performances one
after the other and kept the
audience tied to their seats
till the end. It was no less
than making the audience
feel that angels have
descended down on the lawns
of the school in different
attractive coloured dresses.
These angels occupied the

stage and forced the audi-
ence to dance at their places.
The different cultural pro-
grammes were more like a
bouquet of flowers displaying
unity in diversity as almost all
the dance forms of different
states, community and lan-
guage were performed on the
stage. Earlier academic rank
holders of pre-primary sec-
tion were feted at the hands
of chief guest and school
management committee
office bearers. At the begin-
ning guests were accorded

warm welcome which was
followed by a melodious wel-
come song prepared by the
tiny children of pre-primary
section under the watchful
eyes of music teachers Vijay
Shankar Jha and Rupendra
Shrivastav. Likewise
saraswati vandana by little
musical choir group also stole
the show. School Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in his wel-
come speech underlined the
importance of celebrating
‘Kilkari’ and mentioned that
as per the aspirations of

school management little
kids have been given the
opportunity to show their tal-
ents. The similar views were
echoed by Shri Gujrati
Shikshan Sangh (GSS)
Executive Committee presi-
dent Narayan Bhai Patel, sec-
retary Ashok Bhai Patel while
addressing the parents and
children.  Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar read out the
profile of chief guest  Dr
Varsha Varwandkar and men-
tioned her as a multitalented
person with a rich experience
in understanding child psy-
chology. Pre-primary wing in-
charge Nivedita Ghose pro-
posed vote of thanks. The
guests present on the occa-
sion were GSS VP Jayanti
Bhai Patel, Treasurer Jayant
Bhai Taunk, Co-Secretaries
Vithal Bhai Patel and Jayesh
Bhai Pathalia, Academic
Coordinator Bhaskar Sharma,
Hindi Medium Principal Anis
Memon, HM  Prakash Patel
and GSS Registrar Ashok
Jachak.          

CM offers rich tributes to 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 

Raipur, Nov 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid floral tributes to the
first Prime Minister Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru of India
on his birth anniversary, at
his residence office today. In
his congratulatory remarks
on Children’s Day, he said
that Pt. Nehru loved chil-
dren. He was fondly known
as ‘Chacha Nehru’ by chil-
dren. Children’s Day is cele-
brated on Pt. Nehru’s birth-
day in recognition of this af-
fection and love. On this oc-
casion, Yashoda Verma,
MLA of Khairagarh, was
also present.

Baghel said the state gov-

ernment is following in the
footsteps of Pt. Nehru and
has made many important
decisions. To provide quali-
ty education to the children,
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools have been
established. The same is
being done for Hindi-medi-

um schools; the
“Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana” has been launched
by the state to eliminate
malnutrition among chil-
dren. As a result of which
more than 2 lakh children
have been freed of malnu-
trition

Cleanliness is everyone’s responsibility: Dr. Tekam

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: On the occa-
sion of Children’s Day, the birth
anniversary of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of India, School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam honoured 26
schools of 11 districts of
Chhattisgarh with State Level
Cleanliness Award at Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya
Auditorium located in the
Science College campus,
Raipur.  The program was joint-
ly organised by UNICEF and
Government of Chhattisgarh. In
this, 20 schools were awarded
on overall performance and six
schools for best performance in
sub-categories. School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam while addressing
the function said that competi-
tion is organised among

schools to promote cleanliness.
It is the responsibility of the
child, parents and the school
administration to keep the
schools clean. In schools where
all these three have equal par-
ticipation, there is cleanliness
and greenery all around. He
said that cleanliness is not the
responsibility of any one per-
son, but it is the responsibility
of every citizen of the house,
society, community and coun-
try. We should understand the
importance and benefits of
cleanliness. Due to lack of
cleanliness, dangerous infec-
tious diseases and deadly dis-
eases spread. We should adopt

cleanliness in our daily life. 
Dr. Tekam said that it is a

matter of pride for the state
that Tagore International
School, Sakri, Takhatpur in
Bilaspur district has been
selected for the National
Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar to
be organised by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India
on  November 19th at New
Delhi. He informed that 39
schools across the country
have been selected for the
National Award 2022 for this
national level award. Dr. Tekam
said that around eight lakh
schools across the country,
including 55,217 schools in

Chhattisgarh, have participated
in the Swachh Vidyalaya
Puraskar, 2021-22. The state of
Chhattisgarh has secured the
third position in the country
with a record of 97.7 per cent
application submission for max-
imum school participation in
the Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar
2021-22. Managing Director
Samagra Shiksha, Narendra
Kumar Dugga informed that
this award is given in two cate-
gories, in which overall per-
formance in all sub-categories
(total score) and best perform-
ance in each sub-category i.e.
water, toilet, washing, opera-
tion, maintenance- It is given
for maintenance, capacity
building and behavior change
and preparedness for COVID-
19. He said that there should be
a competition for cleanliness in
schools at district level, block
level and cluster level. Which
will give better results next
year. The program was also
addressed by the State Head of
UNICEF Mr. Jab Zakaria.

BoB celebrates ‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: Bank of Baroda
(BoB), a leading public sector
bank in India,  announced to
celebrate Baroda Kisan
Pakhwada from November 15
to 29 and Baroda Kisan Diwas
from November 30. The fifth
edition of ‘Baroda Kisan
Pakhwada’, a program
designed to connect with farm-
ers, will start from  November
15 and will continue for the

next two weeks. The main
objective of this initiative is to
acknowledge and honour the
contribution of the farming
community to the economic
development of our country,
and the program includes
organising knowledge series
and felicitation programs,
along with various activities to
connect with farmers.  This
two-week long pan-India initia-
tive will culminate on
November 30, 2022, under
which a large number of farm-
ers will be benefited through
various means. The bank will
organize its public relations
program at various places by

strictly following the norms set
by the government and local
administration in the context of
Covid-19. In the last 4 editions
of ‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’,
about 57,640 programs (includ-
ing real and virtual chaupal,
Kisan Mela, and soil, animal
and health camps for farmers)
have been organised by the
bank to reach out to 10,84,030
farmers. The bank has also
been awarded by Limca Book of
Records for organising the
largest farmer outreach pro-
gram in the year 2018. In the
same sequence, Bank of
Baroda, Regional Office Raipur
will also celebrate Baroda

Kisan Pakhwada from
November 15 to 29 and Baroda
Farmers Day on November 30.
This program will be inaugu-
rated at the regional level by
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Anmay
Kumar Mishra and Regional
Head, Raipur, Mr. Amit
Banerjee, Bank Network.
Under this programme, all
branches of Raipur region will
organize Kisan Chaupal and
meetings in their respective
areas. During this, information
about various schemes of the
bank will be provided to the
farmers and farmers will also
be honoured.

Two nabbed with banned tablets worth Rs 1.50 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14: It was
on tip from an informer
Amanaka police came to
know that two persons
are waiting for customers
to sell banned cough
syrups and psychotropic
drugs on way to
Nandanvan at
Chandandih under
Amanaka Police thana
area. So the Amanaka
police team reached the
site and nabbed the two
accused with banned
Spasmo tablet in his
pockets. On asking for
producing documents
in support he could not
and tried to mislead the
team.

A total of 2880 pieces

of banned Spasmo tablets
were recovered in posses-

sion of two accused
worth Rs 1.50 lakh and a
case under section 22 of
Narcotics Act was filed
against them. The two ac-
cused nabbed are Bharat
Jagat S/o Indro Jagat
(27), R/o Station Chowk,
Kumhari, Mahamaya
Road, Odisha Basti,
Thana Kumhari district
Durg and Santram Dhruv
S/o Rama Dhruv (33), R/o
Gram Chandandih, be-
tween Durga Chowk
para,Thana Amanaka.

SEC has sent panel of names 
to AICC for approval

Central Chronicle News

Raipur/Bhanupratapur,
Nov 14: The State Election
Committee (SEC) meeting
of PCC in context of
Bhanupratapur by-poll
was held at Rajiv Bhavan
and as per sources panel of
two names have been fi-
nalised  and have been
sent to the AICC for final
approval. CM Bhupesh
Baghel without disclosing
the names of any candi-
dates said that panel of
names has been sent to
AICC and it would be fi-
nalised in a day or two. On
the first day of filing of
nomination papers, one of

the party worker from
Gondwana Gantantra
Party (GGP) Ghanshyam
Juri of Gram Palewa,
Tehsil Charama has filed
his nomination paper here
on Monday

The meeting of State
Election Committee of
PCC for Bhanupratapur
by-poll was held in Rajiv
Bhavan here on Monday
morning and it was at-
tended by PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, CM
Bhupesh Baghel, District
in-Charge Anila Bhedia,
AICC secy. Rajesh Tiwari,
general secy. In-charge
Amarjeet Chawla, gen.
secy. (admn) Ravi Ghosh,
District in-charge gen.

secy. Piyush Kosare and
DCC President Subhadra
Salam.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
after the meeting speaking
to section of media per-
sons informed that in this
meeting, discussions were
held on the probable
names for the
Bhanupratapur by-poll
and the election strategy
for the same was also dis-
cussed. He informed that
panel of two names has
been finalised, but did not
disclosed the names and
added that it has been for-
warded to the party High
Command for final ap-
proval. CM Baghel said
that declaration of name

for the by-poll will be made
in a day or two.

Speaking further CM in-
formed that in-charge of
election managment sami-
ti of Congress has also
being finalised in the
meeting and in this
Minister Anila Bhedia and
Piyush Kaushik have been
appointed as in-charge
and have asked them to
form committees at block
and district level to start
ground-works and prepa-
rations for the
Bhanupratapur by-poll at
the earliest.
Aman Mandavi purchase

nomination form
On the other hand, as

per reports from Kanker,

Aman Mandavi, S/o late
Manoj Mandavi reached
the Collector’s office in
Bhanupratpur along with
proposers of Savitri
Mandavi and purchased
the nomination form.
Terming Monday as the
birthday of his father late
Manoj Mandavi, Aman in-
formed that it is an auspi-
cious day to purchase the
nomination form for one
of the strong candidates
for Bhanupratapur by-
poll. But so far no official
information in this regard
has been made by PCC.

Ram Babu Pandey of
JCC joins Cong

As per further reports
in this regard from
Bhanupratpur, JCC leader
Ram Babu Pandey has
joined Congress fold and
he joined the party in the
presence of PCC Chief
Mohan Markam. On the
other hand, from Sarv
Adivasi Samaj (SAS)
which has made declara-
tion to field candidates
from every village, a total
of more than 50 persons
have purchased nomina-
tion forms here on
Monday.

CM says that name
will be finalised in a
day or two

Meeting of State
Election Committee
of PCC held

Aman Mandavi pur-
chase nomination
form for Savitri
Mandavi

Were looking for
customer in
Chandandih of
Nandanvan area

At  GEMS Kids
Carnival ‘Kilkari’

The children presenting a dance titled ‘Tango Tribe’(inset)

chief guest along with GSS president and Principal Dr

Shailesh Sharma. 

26 schools of the
state felicitated
with cleanliness
award

Inauguration of fifth
edition of ‘Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada
from Nov 15-29 

 On his birth anniversary

CM on tour to
R’gaon today

Raipur, Nov 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will inaugurate and dedi-
cate development works
worth Rs 46.56 cr in
Dongargarh VS area of
Rajnandgaon District under
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme tomorrow and
would distributed materials
to 71 beneficiaries of Gram
Ghumnka and Belgaon
worth Rs 8.69 lakh.

Ryan Int’l School celebrates Children’s Day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14:
Children’s Day is a day of
celebration for all the
children of India.
Children are the happi-
ness of everyone, be it so-
ciety, home for the future
of the country.” Every
child is a different kind of
flower and together they
make a beautiful garden”.
We really cannot ignore
the involvement of chil-
dren and their contribu-
tion in our life. Children
are the gift of God sent to
us to nurture them. So to
honour this replicas of
God’s creation, we cele-
brate Children’s day
every year on 14th
November.

Ryan International
school, Raipur celebrated
the much awaited
Children’s Day focusing
children and their enjoy-
ment of living the life in a
simple yet graceful man-
ner keeping the theme

obedience. Chairman ,Dr
A F. Pinto and Managing
Director, Dr. Madam
Grace Pinto, always have
a special place for all the
children of Ryan family.
The special assembly
was conducted for the stu-
dents and they were wel-
comed by their class
teachers in a very heart
touching manner by cut-
ting cakes. To start the
day of celebration we had
Lord’s prayer, Bible vers-

es and special prayer to
thank the Almighty for
conferring on us such lov-
ing children. The celebra-
tion was in its zenith
when the teachers togeth-
er sang to the tune of wor-
ship songs. Interesting
games were organized by
the teachers to make the
celebration much more
entertaining. The celebra-
tion also showcased musi-
cal skit by the teachers.
The celebration also in-

cluded musical instru-
mental orchestra by the
teachers (old hits of gold-
en era). Football and
Cricket match were or-
ganized for U-10 to U-18
(Boys and Girls separate-
ly) which was highly ap-
preciated by all the stu-
dents. Chairman Dr A.F
Pinto’s message for the
children was read by
Ryan President Ms.
Tanisha Chandhok where
he blessed his students all
the best in all their en-
deavours. The special cel-
ebration ended with Ryan
song, School Anthem and
National Anthem.
Activities were also con-
ducted in various classes
according to the guide-
lines.

The special assembly
for Children’s Day cele-
bration was informative
which was enjoyed by all
the students. There was a
giggle on the face of every
Ryanite by the end of the
day.

FETE- stole heart at Children’s
Day of Monnet DAV

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 14:
Monnet DAV Public
School, Mandir Hasaud,
Raipur has celebrated the
birth anniversary of the
first Prime Minister of
India, Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru as the Children’s
Day on 14th November
2022 in the lush green am-
bience of the school play-

ground.
B. Mohapatra, Chief

Executive Officer, JSW
Ispat Special Products Ltd.
Raipur and Chairman -
LMC of school has extend-
ed his gracious presence
as the Chief Guest,
B.B.Beherra, Vice
President, Finance
Department, JSW Ispat

Special Products Ltd.
Raipur and Nominee
Chairman -LMC of the
school and Guest of
Honour, Mahendra Rajput,
General Manager, HR&
Admin. JSW Ispat Special
Products Ltd. Raipur and
Dr. Sunil Sharma, Chief
Medical Officer,
Occupational Health
Centre, JSW Ispat Special
Products Ltd. Raipur were
present as the Special
Invitee. The Chief Guest
along with other digni-
taries inaugurated the
FETE- a funfair by cutting
the ribbon. The Chief
Guest also lit the lamp and
garlanded the portrait of
Pt Jawarlal Nehru. All the
guests were welcomed by
the Principal presenting
the bouquets. While ad-
dressing the students on

the occasion, the chief
guest said, “I wish if I
were the child like you, I
would have enjoyed my
childhood again and relish
the moment.” Thereafter
the guests paid the visit to
all the food stalls and tast-
ed food. FETE-a funfair
was the main attraction of
the celebration. Various
food items were available
for sale like Samosa,
Kachori, Chaat, Bhel,
sweets, ice-creams, sand-
wich, dahibada along with
amusing games. Children
also enjoyed swings like
Trampoline and Mickey
Mouse etc. At the end, chil-
dren sang melodious
songs and danced on dif-
ferent songs, informs
Raj Kumar Sharma,
Principal, Monnet DAV in
a press release.

Columbia Global School organised a
Fun Day for students

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144::  Columbia Global
School located at Village Tekari,
Vidhan Sabha Road organised a
fun day on the occasion of
Children’s Day. The day began
with a yoga session and medita-
tion session along with a special
assembly conducted by the
teachers. In the assembly, the
most amusing activity was
Decode Riddles. Children gave a
lot of innovative ideas and
enjoyed it a lot. The day was fol-
lowed by Sports events in which
students and teachers played
together. Tug of war between
boys and girls for every class
was carried out in which all the

teachers also participated.
Cricket matches were played
between senior grades. Besides
the group activities, class teach-
ers organised class picnics and
class activities for the children.

Children also played tradi-
tional games of Chhattisgarh
like Khokho, Kabaddi, Pitthu and
enjoyed a lot. Through these
games, children were intro-

duced to Chhattisgarhi sports
culture. All the activities further
enriched the relationship
between teachers and students.
The children thoroughly enjoyed
the day and liked to spend some
private time with their teachers.
Principal Mr. Ivan Smith also
participated in all the activities
along with higher Class VI and
encouraged the children.

Students of IIT Bhilai received PMRF fellowship
Raipur, Nov 14: Two PhD
scholars from IIT Bhilai,
Shivani Thakur and
Yogesh Kumar Dewangan,
received the prestigious
Prime Minister’s Research
Fellows (PMRF) award.
The Prime Minister’s
Research Fellows (PMRF)
Scheme has been designed
for improving the quality
of research in various
higher educational institu-
tions in the country.

The scheme seeks to at-
tract the best talent into
research thereby realising
the vision of development
through innovation.
Fellows will receive a
monthly stipend ranging
from Rs 70,000 to Rs 80,000
per month for up to five
years under the PMRF
scheme. Besides the

stipend, they will also be
eligible for Rs 2,00,000 re-
search grant per year
which can be utilised to-
wards the procurement of
research equipment.

Shivani is working
under the supervision of
Dr. Rukmankesh and is a
student in the Department
of Chemistry at IIT Bhilai.
The funded research will
focus on understanding
the factors influencing
protein folding and stabili-
ty, including the effect of
mutations involved in neu-
rodegenerative diseases
and SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tions. This study com-
bines protein simulation
techniques with machine
learning to understand
protein-protein interac-
tions and protein folding.

Yogesh is a PhD scholar in
the Department of
Mechanical Engineering
at IIT Bhilai. He is work-
ing on the development of
fracture models for sheet
metals in single-point in-
cremental forming
processes under the guid-
ance of Dr. Kaushik
Bandyopadhyay. His re-
search work will help the
automobile and space in-
dustries design defect-free
body parts, as accurate
failure prediction can be
performed prior to the
production of the part.
The encouragement pro-
vided by such govern-
ment-sponsored fellow-
ships allows researchers
of high calibre to pursue
careers in research and in-
novation.

Rates finalized for the
sale of fertilizers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14: Under
the chairmanship of
Agriculture Production
Commissioner, a virtual
negotiation meeting was
held between the State
Level Fertilizer Purchase
Committee and chemical
fertilizer suppliers. In the
meeting, the selling rate of
chemical fertilizers for the
Rabi season 2022-23 was fi-
nalized. As per the pre-
scribed rate, the price of
NPK (20:20:0:13) fertilizers
has dropped by Rs.50,
while the rate of remain-
ing fertilizers are un-
changed.

State Level Fertilizer

Purchase Committee has
fixed the MRP of fertlizers
for farmers in
Chhattisgarh are as fol-
lows- Rs 1350 per bag for
DAP fertilizer, Rs 1350 per
bag for NPK, Rs 494 per
bag for SSP powder, Rs 635
per bag for SSP granular
and Rs 514 per bag for
Zincated SSP powder. It is
noteworthy that the rate of
Neem Urea fertilizer has
been fixed by the
Government of India at
266.50 per bag. Director
Agriculture, Managing
Director Markfed,
Additional Registrar
(Cooperative) and officers
of Apex Bank were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Narayanpur district of
Ch’garh secures 14th position 

Central Chronicle News

Narayanpur, Nov 14:
Narayanpur district has
secured 14th rank under
the Delta Ranking issued
by NITI Aayog for its ex-
cellent performance in
various fields. It is note-
worthy that in the field of
health, nutrition and edu-
cation, Narayanpur dis-
trict has been ranked 14th
in the country under
Aspirational District
Programme for the month
of September. Also,
Narayanpur has been
ranked 19th in the field of
agriculture, 75th in finan-
cial inclusion and skill de-
velopment and 93rd in in-
frastructure. Moreover, in
the overall assessment,
the district has been
ranked 14th.

With the objective of
improving the delta rank-
ings of Narayanpur dis-
trict under the

Aspirational District
Program, all the depart-
ments are being regularly
reviewed by the Collector.
All the officers concerned
have been directed to reg-
ularly monitor the works
and upload the data on the
portal.

Prior to this, the per-
formance of Narayanpur
district of Chhattisgarh
has been better in the
‘Champion of Change’
Delta ranking released for
August 2022. Out of 112 as-
pirational districts in the
country, Narayanpur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh was
ranked fifth in the coun-
try under the overall per-
formance category.
Besides, Narayanpur dis-
trict had secured second
position in health and nu-
trition category, fourth in
education category, fifth
in overall performance
category, second in health
and nutrition and fourth
in the education category,
as per the monthly delta
rankings released by NITI
Aayog.

CM launches a website
dedicated to 

Pt Jawaharlal Nehru

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14:
Marking the birth an-
niversary of India’s first
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel
launched a website dedi-
cated to him titled
‘http://nehrukabharat.c
om’ at his official resi-

dence here on Monday.
The website is a place to
learn about Pt. Nehru,
his ideas, vision, person-
ality and work.

It is worth mentioning
that this website has
been developed by the
‘Policy Analysis,
Research and Knowledge
Foundation’ (Park
Foundation) with the aim
of making the general
public familiar with the
vision of Pandit Nehru
and his ‘Idea of India’.
Under this, a fortnightly
digital bulletin is also
being started.

Ration is supplied to all poor
and rich families: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 14: Food,
Civil Supplies, and
Consumer Protection
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
stated that the state ad-
ministration, led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
is supplying rations to
poor and rich families
across the state. In
Chhattisgarh, rice is pro-
vided free of cost to 63.24
lakh poor ration card-
holder families. He stated
that the process of distrib-

uting rations to ration
card users through gov-
ernment fair price shops
is ongoing under the
Public Distribution
System.

The ration is delivered
to Antyodaya, priority
families in the state dur-
ing November. In addition,
rice is being distributed
during October and
November as part of the
PM Garib Kalyan Anna

Yojana (PMGKAY).
Minister Shri Bhagat re-
viewed in detail the distri-
bution of rations and stor-
age of rations, among
other things, in the state’s
government fair pricing
stores and gave required
instructions to the offi-
cers.

During the meeting,
Minister Bhagat stated
that the state currently
has 13,501 fair-price stores

operating. Minister
Bhagat has instructed au-
thorities to inspect the
savings ration stock of
rice in fair-pricing stores
and store ration within
the stipulated time limit to
ensure timely distribution
of ration to all ration card
users.

Ration material stock
should be made available
to the directorate by
November 14 after validat-
ing the savings stock of all
fair-price shops. So that
free rice can be distrib-
uted to Antyodaya and pri-
ority ration card recipi-
ents in the current month
-He added.

On this occasion Food
Department Secretary
Topeshwar Verma,
Director Satyanarayan
Rathore, Civil Supplies
Corporation (NAN), and
other departmental au-
thorities were present.

Children are the future of the country: Mandavi

Bijapur, Nov 14: The builder
of modern India was the first
Prime Minister of India,
Bharat Ratna. On the occasion
of the birth anniversary of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Bijapur MLA and Vice
President of Bastar Region
Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Mandavi
celebrated Children’s Day
after fifteen years with the
children in the open school.
On his birth anniversary he
offered rich tribute to the
leader and wished the people
of the area a happy Children’s
Day.

Fifteen years later, this is
the first time that MLA
Vikram Mandavi himself
reached remote areas like vil-
lage Daler of Bhairamgarh
block after restarting the
closed school and celebrated
the birth anniversary of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru with chil-

dren on Children’s Day.
MLA Mandavi, who

reached among the school
children of Daler, discussed
with the children regarding
studies and by providing
school bags, copies, books,
pens and school dress to the
children, the MLA ate food
with the children and for
some time he played
Badminton with the children.
It is to be known that in the
last fifteen years, about three
hundred schools in tribal
areas like Bijapur were closed
and these closed schools were
being displaced according to
their convenience and schools
were being run where the chil-
dren of the village were de-
prived of going to school. The
State Government has de-
cidqed to reopen such closed
schools and about one hun-
dred and ninety closed schools
have been reopened in the dis-
trict. Now these schools are
being run in the same villages.
For the operation of the
school, the 12th pass youth of
the village are being appoint-

ed as Gyandoot in the schools
and education is being impart-
ed to the children.

In response to a question,
MLA Vikram Mandavi said
that “The first Prime Minister
of India, Late. Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru loved children very
much and he used to keep chil-
dren close to his heart, chil-
dren are the future of the
country. But in the last fifteen
years, unfortunately, three
hundred schools in tribal
areas like Bijapur were closed
and tribal children were de-
prived of education.

The state government is re-
opening the closed schools in
the same villages, the govern-
ment is running the schools
smoothly by appointing the
12th pass youth of the village
as Gyandoots and the stu-
dent’s number registered in
the schools is good. During
this, PCC member Jyoti
Kumar, District General
Secretary Sukhdev Nag, IT
cell leaders Mohit Chauhan
and Suklu Farsa were present
among others.

State level competition of school
children on Nov 16

Raipur, Nov 14: The state
level competition of speed
reading and oral mathe-
matics of primary and
secondary level school
children conducted in
Chhattisgarh will be held
on November 16 in
Raipur. In this, 40 selected
students from five divi-
sions will showcase their
talent. Managing Director,
Samagra Shiksha has is-
sued guidelines to all the
District Education
Officers and District
Mission Coordinators re-
garding organizing the
competition, saying that
on November 16, the win-
ners of primary and mid-
dle school level at the divi-
sion level in Speed
Reading and Oral

Mathematics will be rec-
ognized in the State. The
students selected at the
district and divisional
level should be of very
good standard in terms of
speed reading and solving
problems in oral arith-
metic. The names and de-
tails of the selected stu-
dents from each district
should be sent along with
the team coming for the
state level competition.
PMUs working in the dis-
tricts should be involved
for the use of language,
mathematics and technol-
ogy and for organizing on-
line competitions for suc-
cessful events. The stu-
dents selected at the dis-
trict and divisional level
should be of very good
standard in terms of
speed reading and solving
problems in oral arith-
metic. The best perform-

ing children from the de-
velopment block should
be selected for the district
level. Out of the four stu-
dents selected at the block
level, two students should
have speed reading and
two verbal maths, in
which one primary and
one should be of middle
school level. The competi-
tion should be organised
through  online medium
by November 12.
Similarly, the competition
of selected students at the
district level should be or-
ganized at the divisional
level. Selected partici-
pants who get first and
second place in each disci-
pline at the divisional
level should be brought to
participate in the state
level competition. Out of
eight students from each
division, a total of four
primary level including

two speed reading and
two verbal maths and sim-
ilarly four students from
middle school level should
be sent to Raipur on
November 16 with one
teacher each. Regarding
organizing the competi-
tion, it has been directed
that a team of experts
should be constituted for
organizing online compe-
tition at the development
block, district and divi-
sional level. For speed
reading, availability of
some unfamiliar text ma-
terial should be kept at
the primary level, which
will have to be read on-
line. Similarly, at the mid-
dle school level, giving an
opportunity to read some
books from Hundred Days
Hundred Stories series,
questions should also be
asked to test the under-
standing of the children.
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MLA Vikram Mandavi
celebrates Children’s
Day at Gram Daler

On speed reading and
oral mathematics

On occasion of
Children’s Day

In the delta ranking
released by NITI Aayog

Website has been
developed to spread 
Pt Nehru’s vision 

Based on their eligibility

Rations of the PMGKAY
will be distributed 
with regular allocations
in Nov

Food Minister reviews
the distribution, 
allocation, and storage
of rations 

Maoist associates arrested,
explosives recovered

BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: As part of the anti-
Maoist campaign being run in the dis-
trict, on Nov 13 a joint party of
District Force and STF from Basaguda
police station went towards Pusbaka.
During the operation, 3 suspects were
seen running from near Pusbaka Nala
while hiding after seeing the police
party. On interrogating the suspects
were taken into arrest and their
names are viz. Tati Somalu, S/o
Bhima (28 yrs), Punem Raju S/o
Mangalu (22 yrs) and Pottam Bhima
S/o Mangu (25 yrs). While searching
the bag kept nearby, the police recov-
ered 11 no’s. of Gelatin, Cardex wire 3
meters bundled, safety fuse and elec-
tric wire from their possession.
Failing to produce any valid docu-
ments in s support of the explosive
materials being transportation, it was
found under violation of Explosive
Act. After the legal proceedings in the
Basaguda police station, they were
produced in Bijapur Court and sent to
judicial remand.
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Birkoni, Nov 14:
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Birkoni can-
celed the construction of
new pond of MNREGA by
occupying it and as per in-
formation has sowed paddy,
converting it into a field.
The encroachment has
been done on khasra num-
ber 476 rakba 2.2200 by min-
ing bore in about 5.50 acres

of government land and
crop harvest has been done
for three consecutive years.
According to information,
to upgrade the pond, nine-
teen lakh eighty-six thou-
sand three hundred rupees
were sanctioned from the
Mahatma Gandhi
Employment Guarantee
MNREGA for the construc-
tion of a new pond, but was
stalled by the Sarpanch to
ease the encroachment dur-
ing Covid 19 period.

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 14: The
Chhattisgarh Government
Social Welfare Department

organized National
D i s a b l e d
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n
T r a i n i n g
( N D RT ) p ro g r a m
under NPRPD
Scheme. This pro-
gram was inaugu-
rated by ADO DK
Dau and
Reh abi l i tat i on
Assistant Komal
Soni.

A s s i s t a n t
N a r e n d r a
Kashyap Dhanu
Singh Rathore
Pendra, along
with Ratan Chand
Gupta, Patron of
Divyang Mitan
Sangh, along with
hundreds of
Divyags partici-
pated in this pro-
gram.

In the program, ortho-
pedic specialist Dr.
Hemant Tanwar and
Sunil Mishra, Deputy
Director of Social

Welfare Department ex-
plained about the solution
to the problems 

caused by bone diseases.
Tricycles' and wheel-
chairs were also distrib-
uted to the differently
abled people, and Vikram
Kol of Social Welfare
Department gave infor-

mation about the benefits
of unique ID card along
with the reasons for mak-
ing unique ID card manda-

tory, as well as detailed in-
formation about marriage
promotion scheme for the
disabled.

Pond encroachment by
Sarpanch

Winter season strike bit early

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Nov 14: After
the 'Kartik Poornima',
this year the winter sea-
son has arrived in the re-
gion a bit early and the
people in order to get re-
lief from it are seen wait-

ing for the Sunrise.
With fog developing in

the morning hours, the
denizens on the move
are facing more of chill
in the air and have to
take all precautions
wearing woolen clothes
and scarf to protect

themselves.
People are putting on

woolen clothes no soon it
is sunset. The people
going on morning walk
have started feeling the
pinch of the winter sea-
son and started waiting
for the Sun rays to strike
and therefore they all
have restricted their
movement early in the
morning hours.

With sudden change in
the weather conditions,
the day-to-day schedule
of people too has
changed accordingly and
people are now seen en-
joying wearing shawls,
sweaters, jackets in
order to beat chilling
wind and cool weather
and are also enjoying the
morning weather and
burning fire-wood dur-
ing night hours so as to
keep warm and take re-
lief from cool weather.

Group discussion on 
‘Environment & Stability’ held

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 14: A group
discussion on
'Environment and
Stability' was organised
for the students of BA (I-
Year) (English
Literature) under NAAC
valuation 'cross-cutting'
point in Government
Rajiv Lochan PG College,
Rajim here on Sunday
and it was organised by
Asst. Prof. (English)
Shweta Khare. In this
discussion, student
Lalima Sahu and Dipti

Dwangan put forth their
views effectively on the
subject.

It was under guidance
of NAAC in-charge Dr
Gowardhan Yadu, Asst.
Prof. (Physics) that this

programme was organ-
ised and in this Lalima
Sahu highlighted on
what is environment and
what is its importance.
Dipti Dewangan ex-
plained about reasons be-

hind environment con-
servation and expressed
her views on the same.

After the views of the
students, programme or-
ganiser Asst. Prof
(English) Shweta Khare
clarified on the subject of
the discussion and ex-
pressed her views on the
need for environment
conservation.

In this programme ML
Verma, Shri Krishna,
Shri Aakash Baghmare,
Dr Samiksha Chandrkar,
Dr Govdhan Yadu, Dr
Devendra Dewangan,
Mukesh Kurre, Rajesh
Baghel, Yogesh Tarak,
Librarian Lokesh
Kumar, other Professors
and students of the
College were present.

VS Speaker Mahant 
accorded warm welcome

Central Chronicle News

Kotami, Nov 14: Speaker
State Assembly Dr
Charandas Mahant
reached Kotami-Sakola on
one-day tour of Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi district
here on Sunday and was
accorded warm welcome
by his supporters and

well-wishers.
On this occasion MLA

Marwahi Dr KK Dhruv,
District President GPM
Congress- Manoj Gupta,
Stae secy. Congress Sewa
Dal Ratan Kesarwani, YC
district President Aman
Sharam, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat President
Rakesh Jalan, Pendra
BCC President Prashant
Sriwas, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat V-P Pankaj
Tiwari, Sardar Iqbal

Singh, Pawan Sultania,
Narayan Singh Armo,
Sakola Sarpanch,
Dharam Singh Maravi
Sarpanch Kachandih,
Bhola Nayak, Sanjay
Aahiresh, Sarpanch
Matiayadadh, Sarpanch
Anjana Koram of
Bilaspur district wel-
comed him with flower
bouquet. On this occasion
Congmen and party work-
ers of region were present
in large number.

CEO Ravi Sahu conducts surprise
inspection of panchayats

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov 14: On
Saturday, District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Ravi
Kumar Sahu conducted a
surprise inspection of the
ongoing construction
works in Gram Panchayat
Awapalli, Murdanda and
Timmapur of Usur block
and the records to be
maintained at the Gram
Panchayat level.

During this, a show
cause notice letter has
been issued to the secre-
tary and employment as-
sistant, who were found
with incomplete registers
in the gram panchayat and
were negligent in their
works.

In Gram Panchayat

Awapalli, the secretary
was found absent and 16
registers to be maintained
at the gram panchayat
level were not prepared
and due to which a show
cause notice was issued to
the secretary.

Under the good gover-
nance activity of the same

Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, a show cause no-
tice letter has been issued
to Employment Assistant
Subbaiya Rai and has been
asked to submit the reply
within 3 days due to the in-
complete 7 registers to be

maintained in the Gram
Panchayat.

During the visit,
Employment Assistant
Durga Ratnam was repri-
manded for negligence in
job card maintenance and
7 register maintenance
and construction of citi-
zen information board in

Murdanda Gram
Panchayat. Hirapur
Employment Assistant
has been instructed to
complete the registration
within 15 days. After in-
specting the new panchay-
at building under con-
struction in Gram
Panchayat Timmapur, the
district officials have been
directed to issue a show
cause notice letter to tech-
nical assistant Rajesh
Maurya due to technical
flaws.

District Panchayat
Assistant Project Officer
Manish Sonwani,
Technical Coordinator
Vikram Verma, Publicity
Officer Prashant Yadav,
Program Officer Anuj
Tirkey accompanied him
in this tour.
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p By Congmen of
Kotami-Sakola

p At Govt Rajiv
Lochan College,
Rajim

Notice handed over to secretary and employment assistant on finding panchayat’s register incomplete

Rural Fair organized in NSGRR Carnival 2022 
Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 14: A Rural
Fair was organized in
National Scout Guide
Rover Ranger (NSGRR)
Carnival 2022, where the
scout guides of the partici-
pating states and different
districts of Chhattisgarh
decorated their tents ac-
cording to the tradition
and culture of their re-
gion.

Apart from this, scouts
and guides in traditional
costumes displayed agri-
cultural produce, house-
hold items etc. CL
Chandrakar, Amit
Kshatriya and Gayatri
Patel, were in the judging
team, and according to the
reality of Dev Vigraha,
Mai Doli and Anga Dev, a
panoramic view was pre-
sented by the scout guides
of the districts of Bastar

division along with giving
form to the excursion with
drums and dhols.

Along with this, the
tents of Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, South Eastern
Railway, East Coast
Railway, Dadar Nagar
Haveli became centers of
special attraction.

Information regarding
Ozam program,
Messenger of Peace pro-
gram, Wags program
being run by Bharat Scout-
Guide New Delhi was
given at the carnival or-
ganized in Sukma.

Along with this, the
message of peace in the

world and life was given
under the Messenger of
Peace program, which was
attended by all partici-
pants. During the pro-
gramme, detailed informa-
tion was also given regard-
ing the utility of sanitary
napkins for adolescent
girls and women.

Results in fog since morning, people resorting to woolen clothes

Wheelchairs distributed in NDRT Camp
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Birkoni, Nov 14:
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Birkoni can-
celed the construction of
new pond of MNREGA by
occupying it and as per in-
formation has sowed
paddy, converting it into a
field. The encroachment
has been done on khasra
number 476 rakba 2.2200 by
mining bore in about 5.50
acres of government land

and crop harvest has been
done for three consecutive
years. According to infor-
mation, to upgrade the
pond, nineteen lakh eighty-
six thousand three hun-
dred rupees were sanc-
tioned from the Mahatma
Gandhi Employment
Guarantee MNREGA for
the construction of a new
pond, but was stalled by the
Sarpanch to ease the en-
croachment during Covid
19 period. The villagers

have complained to the
District Collectorate,
Sub-Divisional Officer,
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat, Chief
Executive Officer,
District Panchayat
Mahasamund, by attach-
ing administrative ap-
proval and map measles,
to sack the former
Sarpanch Tupsing
Nishad immediately and
have demanded to con-
struct a new pond.

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 14: The
Chhattisgarh Government
Social Welfare Department

organized National
D i s a b l e d
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n
T r a i n i n g
( N D RT ) p ro g r a m
under NPRPD
Scheme. This pro-
gram was inaugu-
rated by ADO DK
Dau and
Rehab i l i tat ion
Assistant Komal
Soni.

A s s i s t a n t
N a r e n d r a
Kashyap Dhanu
Singh Rathore
Pendra, along
with Ratan Chand
Gupta, Patron of
Divyang Mitan
Sangh, along with
hundreds of
Divyags partici-
pated in this pro-
gram.

In the program, ortho-
pedic specialist Dr.
Hemant Tanwar and
Sunil Mishra, Deputy
Director of Social

Welfare Department ex-
plained about the solution
to the problems 

caused by bone diseases.
Tricycles' and wheel-
chairs were also distrib-
uted to the differently
abled people, and Vikram
Kol of Social Welfare
Department gave infor-

mation about the benefits
of unique ID card along
with the reasons for mak-
ing unique ID card manda-

tory, as well as detailed in-
formation about marriage
promotion scheme for the
disabled.

Pond encroachment by Sarpanch

Winter season strike bit early
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Birkoni, Nov 14: After
the 'Kartik Poornima',
this year the winter sea-
son has arrived in the re-
gion a bit early and the
people in order to get re-
lief from it are seen wait-

ing for the Sunrise.
With fog developing in

the morning hours, the
denizens on the move
are facing more of chill
in the air and have to
take all precautions
wearing woolen clothes
and scarf to protect

themselves.
People are putting on

woolen clothes no soon it
is sunset. The people
going on morning walk
have started feeling the
pinch of the winter sea-
son and started waiting
for the Sun rays to strike
and therefore they all
have restricted their
movement early in the
morning hours.

With sudden change in
the weather conditions,
the day-to-day schedule
of people too has
changed accordingly and
people are now seen en-
joying wearing shawls,
sweaters, jackets in
order to beat chilling
wind and cool weather
and are also enjoying the
morning weather and
burning fire-wood dur-
ing night hours so as to
keep warm and take re-
lief from cool weather.

Group discussion on 
‘Environment & Stability’ held
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Rajim, Nov 14: A group
discussion on
'Environment and
Stability' was organised
for the students of BA (I-
Year) (English
Literature) under NAAC
valuation 'cross-cutting'
point in Government
Rajiv Lochan PG College,
Rajim here on Sunday
and it was organised by
Asst. Prof. (English)
Shweta Khare. In this
discussion, student
Lalima Sahu and Dipti

Dwangan put forth their
views effectively on the
subject.

It was under guidance
of NAAC in-charge Dr
Gowardhan Yadu, Asst.
Prof. (Physics) that this

programme was organ-
ised and in this Lalima
Sahu highlighted on
what is environment and
what is its importance.
Dipti Dewangan ex-
plained about reasons be-

hind environment con-
servation and expressed
her views on the same.

After the views of the
students, programme or-
ganiser Asst. Prof
(English) Shweta Khare
clarified on the subject of
the discussion and ex-
pressed her views on the
need for environment
conservation.

In this programme ML
Verma, Shri Krishna,
Shri Aakash Baghmare,
Dr Samiksha Chandrkar,
Dr Govdhan Yadu, Dr
Devendra Dewangan,
Mukesh Kurre, Rajesh
Baghel, Yogesh Tarak,
Librarian Lokesh
Kumar, other Professors
and students of the
College were present.

VS Speaker Mahant 
accorded warm welcome
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Kotami, Nov 14: Speaker
State Assembly Dr
Charandas Mahant
reached Kotami-Sakola on
one-day tour of Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi district
here on Sunday and was
accorded warm welcome
by his supporters and

well-wishers.
On this occasion MLA

Marwahi Dr KK Dhruv,
District President GPM
Congress- Manoj Gupta,
Stae secy. Congress Sewa
Dal Ratan Kesarwani, YC
district President Aman
Sharam, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat President
Rakesh Jalan, Pendra
BCC President Prashant
Sriwas, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat V-P Pankaj
Tiwari, Sardar Iqbal

Singh, Pawan Sultania,
Narayan Singh Armo,
Sakola Sarpanch,
Dharam Singh Maravi
Sarpanch Kachandih,
Bhola Nayak, Sanjay
Aahiresh, Sarpanch
Matiayadadh, Sarpanch
Anjana Koram of
Bilaspur district wel-
comed him with flower
bouquet. On this occasion
Congmen and party work-
ers of region were present
in large number.

CEO Ravi Sahu conducts surprise
inspection of panchayats
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Bijapur, Nov 14: On
Saturday, District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Ravi
Kumar Sahu conducted a
surprise inspection of the
ongoing construction
works in Gram Panchayat
Awapalli, Murdanda and
Timmapur of Usur block
and the records to be
maintained at the Gram
Panchayat level.

During this, a show
cause notice letter has
been issued to the secre-
tary and employment as-
sistant, who were found
with incomplete registers
in the gram panchayat and
were negligent in their
works.

In Gram Panchayat

Awapalli, the secretary
was found absent and 16
registers to be maintained
at the gram panchayat
level were not prepared
and due to which a show
cause notice was issued to
the secretary.

Under the good gover-
nance activity of the same

Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, a show cause no-
tice letter has been issued
to Employment Assistant
Subbaiya Rai and has been
asked to submit the reply
within 3 days due to the in-
complete 7 registers to be

maintained in the Gram
Panchayat.

During the visit,
Employment Assistant
Durga Ratnam was repri-
manded for negligence in
job card maintenance and
7 register maintenance
and construction of citi-
zen information board in

Murdanda Gram
Panchayat. Hirapur
Employment Assistant
has been instructed to
complete the registration
within 15 days. After in-
specting the new panchay-
at building under con-
struction in Gram
Panchayat Timmapur, the
district officials have been
directed to issue a show
cause notice letter to tech-
nical assistant Rajesh
Maurya due to technical
flaws.

District Panchayat
Assistant Project Officer
Manish Sonwani,
Technical Coordinator
Vikram Verma, Publicity
Officer Prashant Yadav,
Program Officer Anuj
Tirkey accompanied him
in this tour.
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Notice handed over to secretary and employment assistant on finding panchayat’s register incomplete

Rural Fair organized in NSGRR Carnival 2022 
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Sukma, Nov 14: A Rural
Fair was organized in
National Scout Guide
Rover Ranger (NSGRR)
Carnival 2022, where the
scout guides of the partici-
pating states and different
districts of Chhattisgarh
decorated their tents ac-
cording to the tradition
and culture of their re-
gion.

Apart from this, scouts
and guides in traditional
costumes displayed agri-
cultural produce, house-
hold items etc. CL
Chandrakar, Amit
Kshatriya and Gayatri
Patel, were in the judging
team, and according to the
reality of Dev Vigraha,
Mai Doli and Anga Dev, a
panoramic view was pre-
sented by the scout guides
of the districts of Bastar

division along with giving
form to the excursion with
drums and dhols.

Along with this, the
tents of Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, South Eastern
Railway, East Coast
Railway, Dadar Nagar
Haveli became centers of
special attraction.

Information regarding
Ozam program,
Messenger of Peace pro-
gram, Wags program
being run by Bharat Scout-
Guide New Delhi was
given at the carnival or-
ganized in Sukma.

Along with this, the
message of peace in the

world and life was given
under the Messenger of
Peace program, which was
attended by all partici-
pants. During the pro-
gramme, detailed informa-
tion was also given regard-
ing the utility of sanitary
napkins for adolescent
girls and women.

Results in fog since morning, people resorting to woolen clothes

Wheelchairs distributed in NDRT Camp
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HC pulls up cop for
carrying probe on

wrong crime
Chennai, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Madras High Court
has indicted the Inspector
attached to Sembium po-
lice station here for taking
advantage of a typograph-
ical error in mentioning a
crime number in an order
and proceeding further
with the probe in the case
despite a HC order trans-
ferring the same to anoth-
er official.

This showed the investi-
gation has not been done
fairly and in accordance
with law, Justice G
Jayachandran said recent-
ly while disposing of the
criminal original peti-
tions (COPs) from Dr P
Thomas, owning a fertili-
ty clinic, against whom a
criminal case had been
registered.

“It is necessary to inter-
fere with the matter by ex-
ercising power under
Section 482 of the Cr.P.C.,
to prevent the abuse of
process of law and miscar-
riage of justice,” the judge

added.
Following a complaint

from a doctor, who was
working under Dr
Thomas in his clinic, that
he had attempted to kill
her by hiring henchmen,
the Sembium police regis-
tered a case.

The complaint stated
that the henchmen brutal-
ly attacked her while she
was returning to her
house on the night of
October 4, 2017.

Based on the complaint,
the Sembium police regis-
tered a case and it was
committed to the Court of
Sessions. Meanwhile,
Thomas had filed crimi-
nal original petitions to
quash the proceedings
pending before the lower
court. After going through
the records, Justice
Jayachandran observed
the typographical error in
mentioning the crime
number in the earlier
order was not noticed by
any of the parties con-
cerned till recently.

Molestation case against Maha NCP MLA Awhad
Mumbai, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Police registered a case of
molestation against NCP
MLA and former
Maharashtra minister
Jitendra Awhad on the com-
plaint of a woman, prompt-
ing him to announce he
would resign as MLA in
view of “fake” cases. He de-
nied the charge.

Senior Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) Ajit
Pawar on Monday said
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde should come for-
ward and explain that noth-
ing of this sort had hap-
pened as he was present
when the crowd was being
dispersed after an event
held in Mumbra in Thane
district on Sunday evening.
The Mumbra police regis-
tered a case after midnight
on Monday against Awhad

under Indian Penal Code
section 354 (assault or crim-
inal force to woman with in-
tent to outrage her mod-
esty). The complainant al-
leged Awhad pushed her
while making way for him-
self during the dispersal of
the crowd after an event of
the chief minister in
Mumbra, as per the First
Information Report (FIR).

Awhad is the MLA from
Mumbra-Kalwa set in
Thane district.

“Police lodged two fake
complaints against me in-
cluding on charges under
IPC 354. I am deciding to re-
sign as MLA. I will fight
against such police atrocity
against me. I cannot see the
murder of democracy with
my eyes,” Awhad tweeted
on Monday. He later told re-
porters that such charges
would spoil someone’s fami-

ly life.
Notably, Awhad was ar-

rested on Friday after he
and his supporters stopped
a show of the Marathi
movie “Har Har Mahadev”
at a multiplex in Thane city
alleging “a distorted por-
trayal of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj”. He was
granted bail by a court on
Saturday. Ajit Pawar said, “I
insist that the way this case
(against Awhad) has been
registered in the wrong
manner, it should be with-
drawn”. “Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde was there at
the programme and Awhad
was also present at the
event. He (Awhad) is seen in
the video asking people to
move aside (to make way)
and was also seen trying to
make the woman step aside.
Nothing else happened.
Even though Shinde was

just 10 meters away from
the spot, this kind of offence
was registered,” Pawar told
reporters in Pune.

The chief minister
should come forward and
explain that nothing of this
sort had happened there.
Irrespective of how he be-
came the chief minister,
Shinde represents 13 crore
people of the state, he said
and added the attempt to
put a people’s representa-
tive in trouble is an “act of
cowardice”.

Awhad’s wife Ruta
Awhad said, “the com-
plainant woman is out on
bail. And how come she re-
alised after four hours that
her modesty was out-
raged?” Maharashtra NCP
president Jayant Patil al-
leged Awhad has been tar-
geted deliberately by the
state government.

India to carry out two-day mega military exercise

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

India will kick-start on
Tuesday a two-day multi-
agency military exercise
covering the country’s
7,516 km-long coastline
and exclusive economic
zone with the twin aim of
checking preparedness of
various agencies to deal
with any eventualities
and bolster overall mar-
itime security, officials
said.

The scale and conceptu-
al expanse of the ‘Sea
Vigil’ exercise is “un-
precedented” in terms of
the geographical extent,
the number of stakehold-
ers involved, the number
of units participating and
the objectives to be met,

they said.It will be the
third edition of the exer-
cise that was conceptu-
alised in 2018 to validate
various measures that
have been instituted to-
wards enhancing mar-
itime security following
the Mumbai terror attack
in 2008.

The exercise is a build
up towards the major
Theatre Level Readiness
Operational Exercise
(TROPEX), which the
Indian Navy conducts
every two years.

The officials said the
Sea Vigil and TROPEX to-
gether will cover the en-
tire spectrum of mar-
itime security challenges.

Assets of the Indian
Navy, Coast Guard,
Customs department and
other maritime agencies
are being deployed in the
Sea Vigil exercise.

The Indian Navy and
the Coast Guard have
taken a series of meas-
ures to strengthen India’s
coastal security after the
Mumbai terror attack in
which over 166 people, in-
cluding 28 foreigners from
10 nations, were killed by
a group of Pakistani ter-
rorists.

On November 26, 2008, a
group of 10 Pakistani ter-
rorists carried out the co-
ordinated attack on a rail-
way station, two luxury
hotels and a Jewish cen-
tre, after they sneaked
into India’s financial capi-
tal using the sea route in
the Arabian sea.

The inaugural edition
of the Sea Vigil exercise
took place in January
2019.In addition to the
Ministry of Defence, the
conduct of this exercise is
also being facilitated by

the ministries of home af-
fairs, shipping and water-
ways, petroleum and nat-
ural gas, fisheries animal
husbandry and dairying,
customs, and other agen-
cies concerned of the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments.

“The exercise will be
undertaken along the en-
tire 7,516-km coastline
and exclusive economic
zone of India and will in-
volve all coastal states and
Union territories along
with other maritime
stakeholders, including
the fishing and coastal
communities,” said an of-
ficial.“The exercise is
being conducted by the
Indian Navy in coordina-
tion with the Coast Guard
and other ministries en-
trusted with the task of
maritime activities,” he
said.

2020 DELHI RIOTS

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

A court here, while
hearing a case related to
the communal violence
that shook northeast Delhi
in 2020, has acquitted four
accused of the charges of
rioting and vandalism,
saying the prosecution
was unable to prove its
case beyond a reasonable
doubt. The court was hear-
ing the case against
Shahrukh, Ashu, Zuber
and Ashwani, who were
accused of being a part of
a riotous mob that set
ablaze tractors and hand
carts and ransacked
school buses at a parking
lot at Kardam Puri here on
February 25, 2020.

“Prosecution has not

been able to prove its case
against the accused per-
sons beyond reasonable
doubt, which is the touch-
stone of criminal law.
Hence, all four accused
persons are acquitted of
all the offences,”
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat said in a
recent order.

The court noted that ac-
cording to the prosecution,
two witnesses had identi-
fied the accused.

However, in their exami-
nation-in-chief, the said
witnesses deposed that
they had never identified
any rioters or told the in-
vestigating officer about
the identity of the ac-
cused, the court pointed
out.

Both witnesses categori-
cally denied that the four
accused were involved in
the present case of rioting
and instead, said they did
not know them, the court
said.

Thus, nothing incrimi-
natory had come on record
against the accused, it
added.

The Jyoti Nagar police
station had filed a
chargesheet against the
accused under various
provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), includ-
ing those related to riot-
ing, armed with deadly
weapon, unlawful assem-
bly and mischief by fire or
explosive substance with
an intent to destroy houses
etc.

T he Denotified, no-
madic and semi-no-

madic communities of
India together form per-
haps the most marginal-
ized, neglected, and de-
prived section of Indian so-
ciety today. A lot of suppos-
edly negative characteris-
tics have been attributed to
them (e.g. criminal activi-
ties, peculiar occupational
conditions), and they are
subjected to discrimina-
tion in modern Indian soci-
ety because of their histor-
ical burdens. In August, the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) released
the annual Prison
Statistics Report for 2019.
This compilation provides
demographic information
on prison inmates for ad-
ministrative categories
such as age, gender, reli-
gion, and caste. A closer
look at the prison popula-
tion is likely to tell us that
certain communities, such
as the Denotified Tribes
(DNTs), which have a histo-

ry of persecution by the
criminal justice system,
are targeted under specific
laws and legal provisions.

It all started in 1871
when the Criminal Tribe
Act (CTA) was passed
branding about 200 com-
munities in several
provinces as “criminal”
communities (Devy 2013).
The colonial officers made
significant efforts to identi-
fy several communities as
born “criminals.” It was
ruled that the nomadic
communities had to regis-
ter themselves at the near-
est police station and ob-
tain a license. They were

not allowed to go out of
their designated district
without permission. The
Barwar community of
Gonda revolted against
British rule in India. In a
report, the Barwars of
Gonda, the Saunrahiyas of
Lalitpur, and the Aheria of
Etah were ‘alleged’ as crim-
inals. Facts say that this
‘criminalization’ of the no-
madic community subju-
gated them under a lot of
ruthless rules. According
to a report written by E J
W Bellairs, the superinten-
dent of police of Basti
shows that 33% of the
adult male population of

the Khatik community was
under deep surveillance in
August 1913. Now, they
were marked criminals liv-
ing in a marked space.
They were under suspicion
every day, every hour,
every moment. Earlier
they were a part of the
rural landscape, but now
they were tagged as ‘crimi-
nals’ and were disassociat-
ed from the rest of the soci-
ety.

The most damaging
thing about the CTA was
that it not only defined
these communities as
criminals but also classi-
fied rural and semi-rural
areas as havens for crimi-
nals.

Denotified Tribes,
Nomadic Tribes, and Semi
Nomadic Tribes are one of
the most deprived and eco-
nomically weaker commu-
nities in India.

Although the govern-
ment has initiated schemes
to empower them, there is
still a long way to go. On

February 15, 2022, Union
Minister for Social Justice
and Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar
launched the Scheme for
Economic Empowerment
of DNTs (SEED) for the
welfare of De-notified,
Nomadic, and Semi
Nomadic Communities.
However, as responsible
citizens and humans,
isn’t it our responsibility
to help our fellow coun-
trymen? To help them re-
gain their identity that
has been lost in the ocean
of suspicion, subjuga-
tion, and injustice. To
help them break their so-
cial stigma of being con-
demned as a ‘criminal’?
The first step towards
this would be recognizing
and dismantling the in-
visible historical oppres-
sion and targeting by the
criminal justice system
that mars the lives of
these communities.

Atul Malikram
(Political Strategist) 

‘BJP shaken by Bharat Jodo Yatra’
Jaipur, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The BJP, which has mis-
led the people of the coun-
try, is shaken by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said on
Monday.

He also said it is easy to
do politics in the name of
religion, but challenging
to do politics by taking all
sections of society togeth-
er. Targeting the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre, he
said, “These people have
misled the people of the
country. But now people
have understood. You
must have felt that earlier
in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh... they used to cre-
ate such an atmosphere in
the name of nationalism.”

They feel that they are
the only patriots and “we
are not patriots at all”,
Gehlot, who is Congress’
senior observer for the
December Gujarat assem-
bly polls, said at a pro-
gramme here.

“They have been ex-
posed. Now they are not
taking the name of nation-

alism. They are not even
taking the name of the na-
tion and the public has
also gradually understood
the politics of religion,” he
said.

These BJP people are
engaged in destroying all
the institutions of the
country and are fascist,
the chief minister alleged.

“Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra has shaken the
BJP. They are worried,”
Gehlot said on the former
Congress president’s
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
yatra.

Gehlot said the saddest
thing is that “why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is not able to understand
that if you weaken the his-
tory, you will twist it, then
let the future generations
also follow the same pat-

tern”.”Future generations
learn what we teach
them,” he said.

“These (BJP) people
used to talk about charac-
ter. These people are doing
terrible corruption. They
accuse us but these people
loot the country. The
Income Tax Department
and Enforcement
Directorate are also being
used,” Gehlot said.

Criticising electoral
bonds, he said the BJP
brought the bonds and is
“getting all the money”.

Gehlot said the rest of
the political parties are
left with no resources.
They were looting the
country and the Supreme
Court was not hearing, he
alleged, adding that after
three years, now the hear-
ing has started.

CHILDREN’S DAY RALLY

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot and Congress MLAs Pratap Singh Khachariyawas 
participate in a rally on the occasion of birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
in Jaipur, Monday.

ANNUAL URS

Devotees during the annual Urs of Sufi saint Hazrat Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia, at the

Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia Dargah in New Delhi, Monday.

BRIEF

RSS camp  
 Nagpur: A training

camp for RSS swayam-
sevaks commenced in
Nagpur city of
Maharashtra on
Monday which is at-
tended by 632 trainees,
the Sangh said.
Addressing a gather-
ing at the inaugura-
tion of the ‘Sangh
Shiksha Varg’ - Third
year’ at Reshimbaug, a
Sangh functionary
said trained volun-
teers play a big role in
bringing social
change.

Arrested
 Mumbai: A man was

arrested in Oshiwara
in Mumbai on Monday
for allegedly extorting
Rs 5 lakh from a colle-
gian after blackmail-
ing her with an objec-
tionable video clip, a
police official said.
The victim is 24 years
old and hails from a
well-to-do family, while
the accused allegedly
has links to the under-
world, a official of
Mumbai Crime
Branch’s Anti
Extortion Cell (AEC)
said.

Recommend
 New Delhi:

Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has recom-
mended the Union
home ministry to initi-
ate disciplinary pro-
ceedings against IAS
officer and former
Delhi Waqf Board
CEO SM Ali for allow-
ing “illegal” resolu-
tions of the board,
sources at the L-G of-
fice said on Monday.
He, during his stint as
the board’s CEO, is
“accused” by the CBI
of indulging in acts of
“omission and com-
mission”, including
his non-opposition to
“illegal” resolutions
for appointment of
chief executive officer
(CEO) and several
other contractual staff,
they said.

Announce 
 New Delhi: The CBI

will soon announce a
reward of Rs one lakh
for providing informa-
tion on IRS officer
Santosh Karnani who
is absconding since
October 4 after his
name surfaced in Rs 30
lakh alleged bribery
case, officials said. The
central probe agency
has also moved a spe-
cial court seeking a
warrant against the of-
ficer as he has “not
joined the investiga-
tion” after four notices
from the CBI, they
said.

Watery grave
 Indore: A 25-year-old

woman allegedly com-
mitted suicide by jump-
ing into a water tank
along with her two-
year-old daughter in
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, a police offi-
cial said on Monday.
The bodies of Rani
Rajput (25) and daugh-
ter Riya were found in a
water tank on Sunday
and prima facie it ap-
pears to be a case of sui-
cide, a sub-inspector of
Vijay Nagar police sta-
tion said.

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Dr. Justice D.Y Chandrachud
during his felicitation 
programme organised by
Bar & Bench association, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Ashok Gehlot

Court acquits 4 accused of charges
of rioting, torching vehicles Covering 7,516 kms

of coastline

Is there no reprieve for the nomadic tribes who bear
the social stigma of being tagged a ‘criminal’?

CULTURAL DANCE

Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, center, watches a cultural dance performance

as he arrives at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Bali, Indonesia, Sunday.
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Berlin, Nov 14 (AP): 

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz said during a
visit to Singapore on
Monday that his country
wants to strengthen its
economic ties with the
Asia-Pacific region, em-
phasising that it is “far
more than just China.”

Scholz was in Singapore
on the second leg of an
Asian trip that started in
Vietnam and also will
take him to the summit in
Bali, Indonesia, of the

Group of 20 global pow-
ers.

The journey follows a
visit to Beijing earlier this
month and comes as
Germany grapples with
its future trade and politi-
cal relationship with
China. “Of course China
remains an important
business and trade part-
ner,” Scholz said in a
speech to the Asia-Pacific
Conference of German
Business. But, he said,
“the Asia-Pacific region
encompasses far more

than just China.”
“My message is that

Germany is very inter-

ested in strengthening its
economic connections
with your region,” he
said.

Chinese investments in
Germany have been in
focus in recent weeks as
officials seek to balance
strong business relations
with a desire to avoid re-
peating mistakes made
with Russia, which once
supplied more than half
of Germany’s natural gas
and now supplies none.

Scholz is encouraging
German companies to di-
versify but is not discour-
aging business with
China.

He said Monday that
Germany’s political and
economic position must
reflect the fact that today’s
China is very different
from the China of five or
10 years ago, and that
Germany’s political and
economic position must
reflect that.

Asia-Pacific ‘far more than just China’: Scholz

London, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Britain’s King Charles III
marked his 74th birthday on
Monday by taking on an addi-
tional environmental role as
the Park Ranger of Windsor
Great Park on the royal
Windsor Castle estate in
south-east England.

Buckingham Palace an-
nounced that the monarch
will take over the role from
his late father, Prince Philip
the Duke of Edinburgh,
alongside the release of a
new portrait of Charles lean-
ing against an ancient oak
tree in the park. The King is
spending his birthday pri-
vately, with no official en-
gagements scheduled for the
day. “The King has officially
become Park Ranger of

Windsor Great Park, 70 years
after his father, The Duke of
Edinburgh, was appointed to
the post,” Buckingham
Palace said.

“The Ranger offers guid-
ance to the Deputy Ranger
and his team in the day-to-
day stewardship of one of
the country’s oldest estates.
The role of Ranger can be
traced back to 1559, when Sir
Henry Neville was appointed
during Queen Elizabeth I’s
reign. Over the last 460 years,
the post has usually been
held by the Sovereign or fam-
ily members, including the
King’s father and grandfa-
ther,” it said.

The Duke of Edinburgh
was the longest serving
Ranger of Windsor Great
Park, holding the role from

1952 until his passing in
April 2021. He is said to have
taken an active role in over-
seeing developments, such as
the reintroduction of Red
Deer and the development of
the Savill Garden Visitor
Centre. Military celebrations
are marking Charles’ first
birthday since ascending to
throne in September. It is yet
to be confirmed whether he
would celebrate his official
birthday with pomp and
pageantry in the summer
months next year in keeping
with royal tradition. Queen
Elizabeth II’s birthday fell on
April 21 and was officially
celebrated in early June
every year with a traditional
Trooping the Colour a cere-
mony in place for around 260
years. Meanwhile, the Band

of the Household Cavalry
played Happy Birthday out-
side Buckingham Palace
during the changing of the
guard ceremony on
Monday.

King Charles marks 74th birthday
with new environmental role

Washington, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Consumption of highly
processed foods such as
sliced white bread and
sugary soft drinks is asso-
ciated with a higher risk of
premature deaths, accord-
ing to a study.

The research, published
in the American Journal
of Preventive Medicine,
found that consumption of
ultra-processed foods con-
taining little or no whole
foods in their ingredients
contributed to 57,000 pre-
mature deaths in Brazil in
2019. Ultra-processed foods
(UPFs) have gradually
been replacing traditional
foods and meals made

from fresh and minimally
processed ingredients in
many countries, the re-
searchers said.

These ready-to-eat-or-
heat industrial formula-
tions, made with ingredi-
ents extracted from foods
or synthesised in laborato-
ries, are known to be un-
healthy, they said.

The study found that in-
creased consumption of
these foods was associated
with more than 10 per cent
of all-cause premature,
preventable deaths in
Brazil in 2019.

This is despite the fact
that Brazilians consume
far less of these products
than countries with high

incomes.
“Previous modeling

studies have estimated the
health and economic bur-
den of critical ingredients,
such as sodium, sugar, and
trans fats, and specific
foods or drinks, such as
sugar-sweetened bever-
ages,” said study lead in-
vestigator Eduardo AF
Nilson, from the
University of Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

“To our knowledge, no
study to date has estimat-
ed the potential impact of
UPFs on premature
deaths. Knowing the
deaths attributable to the
consumption of these
foods and modeling how

changes in dietary pat-
terns can support more ef-
fective food policies might
prevent disease and pre-
mature deaths,” Nilson
said.

The team modelled data
from nationally represen-
tative dietary surveys to
estimate baseline intakes
of UPFs by sex and age
group. Statistical analyses
were used to estimate the
proportion of total deaths
that were attributable to
the consumption of UPFs
and the impact of reduc-
ing the intake of UPFs by
10 per cent, 20 per cent and
50 per cent within those
age groups, using data
from 2019.

STUDY REVEALS

Kherson, Nov 14 (AP): 

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made
a triumphant visit to the
newly liberated city of
Kherson on Monday, hailing
the Russian withdrawal as
the “beginning of the end of
the war” but also acknowl-
edging the heavy price
Ukrainian soldiers are pay-
ing in their grinding effort
to push back the invading
force.

The retaking of Kherson
was one of Ukraine’s
biggest successes in nearly
nine months since the inva-
sion.

It served another stinging
blow to the Kremlin and
could become a springboard
for further advances into oc-
cupied territory.

Zelenskyy walked the
streets of the city Monday,
just hours after warning in
his nightly video address of

booby traps and mines left
behind by the Russians be-
fore their retreat.

“This is the beginning of
the end of the war,” he said.

“We are step by step com-
ing to all the temporarily oc-
cupied territories.” The end
of Russia’s occupation of
the city has sparked days of
celebration but also exposed

a humanitarian emergency,
with residents living with-
out power and water and
short of food and medi-
cines. Russia still controls
about 70% of the wider
Kherson region. Zelenskyy
has previously appeared un-
expectedly in other front-
line areas at crucial junc-
tures of the war and his lat-

est visit was both laden
with symbolism and the
common touch clearly
aimed at boosting the
morale of both soldiers and
civilians alike.

In video published by a
presidential aide, a visibly
moved Zelenskyy stood
with his right hand on his
heart and sang the national
anthem, as troops saluted
and stood to attention and
soldier steadily hauled the
yellow-and-blue Ukrainian
flag up a flagpole. Other
footage showed Zelenskyy
waving to residents who
saluted him from an apart-
ment window and yelled:
“Glory to Ukraine!” The
reply “Glory to the heroes!”
came back from Zelenskyy’s
group, made up of soldiers
and others. The president
also distributed medals to
Ukrainian soldiers in a cen-
tral square and posed for
selfies with them.

Liberation of Kherson ‘beginning of the end’: Zelenskyy

Bali, Nov 14 (PTI): 

US President Joe Biden
and his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping on
Monday held a much-an-
ticipated first in-person
meeting on the margins of
the G20 summit, amid
strained bilateral relations
that worsened due to
Beijing’s recent posturing
over Taiwan - including
actual display of military
power.

Biden and Xi shook
hands and greeted each
other with smiles, stand-
ing in front of a row of US
and Chinese flags. This is
their first face to face
meeting after Biden be-
came president two years
back. They have, however,

talked on phone and as
vice president earlier
Biden had been in touch
with the Chinese strong-
man.

The two leaders did not
wear masks.

In his opening remarks,
Biden said that he was

committed to keeping the
lines of communication
open with Xi.

“I’m committed to keep
lines of communication
open between you and me
personally, but our govern-
ments across the board,
because our two countries

have so much that we have
the opportunity to deal
with,” he said.

“As the leaders of our
two nations share respon-
sibility in my view to
show that China and the
US can manage our differ-
ences, prevent competi-
tion from becoming any-
thing even near conflict
and find ways to work to-
gether on urgent, global is-
sues that require our mu-
tual cooperation,” he
added.

On his part, Xi said the
world is paying attention
to the high-stakes meeting
between him and
President Biden.

“Currently the China-
US relationship is in such
a situation that we all care
a lot about it because this
is not the fundamental in-
terest of our two countries
and peoples, and it is not

what the international
community expects (from)
us,” Xi was quoted as say-
ing by CNN.

“As leaders of the two
major countries we need
to chart the right course
for the US China relation-
ship. We need to find the
right direction for the bi-
lateral relationship going
forward and elevate the re-
lationship,” he added,
speaking through a trans-
lator.

“The world expects that
China and the United
States will properly han-
dle the relationship. Our
meeting has attracted the
world’s attention, so we
need to work with all
countries to bring more
hope to world peace,
greater confidence to glob-
al stability and strong im-
petus to common develop-
ment,” Xi said.

Biden meets Chinese counterpart Xi 
On sidelines of G20
summit 

U.S. President Joe Biden, right, stands with Chinese
President Xi Jinping before a meeting on the sidelines of
the G20 summit meeting, Monday. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky gives a speech in
Kherson, southern Ukraine, Monday.

‘Eating ultra-processed foods linked
with premature death risk’
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Insurance products
All banks are selling in-

surance products of pri-
vate companies through
their branches to increase
‘non-interest income’.
Special counters or space
has been provided to in-
surance people to ap-
proach and deal with
prospective customers.
Pensioners are persuaded
to take one or the other
policy, the terms of which
are not easily comprehen-
sible. Resultantly, due to
non-payment of timely
premium, the policy gets
lapsed and the holder is
deprived of the deposited
money due to the term of
the policy. Often, the final
claims are withheld for
some reason, and even the
maturity amount is re-
leased after protracted
correspondence with the
company. The
Ombudsman at
Chandigarh receiving
about 4,000 complaints in
a year speaks volumes of
wrongly designed prod-
ucts and unethical selling
techniques. The banks
should devise their own
products, keeping in view
the requirements of
urban and rural cus-
tomers. However, the pri-
mary object should be to
provide general banking
facilities to the people, as
envisaged in the Banking
Regulation Act.

GS MANN, by mail

Minority PM
History has been made

in the UK after the election
of Rishi Sunak, an Indian-
origin Hindu as the Prime
Minister (PM) of Great
Britain. There was great
jubilation across the na-
tion at this development,
which is very natural. It
simply proved that East or
West, Indians are the best.
But unfortunately, there
are some people namely
Mehbooba Mufti, Shashi
Tharoor, Chidambaram
etc., to name a few, who are
having entirely a different
view on Rishi Sunak's feat.
Being in the Opposition
bench politically, they are
raising once again the
issue of minority appease-
ment. They shamelessly
questioned the possibility
of one belonging to minor-
ity community to become
the PM of India. While
doing so, they very delib-
erately seem to have for-
gotten that the likes of
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
APJ Abdul Kalam, Gyani
Zail Singh and Manmohan
Singh have who gracefully
served the nation as
President and PM. Also
Read - Celebration of
Children's Day The above-
mentioned discarded
politicians should grace-
fully retire from politics
and public life as they
have become a liability for
the nation. They, in fact,
should be treated as out-
castes by bona fide
Indians.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  15,  2022

Volunteers participate in an awareness rally on World Diabetes Day at Ernakulam in Kochi, Monday.

AWARENESS RALLY

E nvironmental studies warn that, as a result of
climate change, mountain landscapes all over

the world is under risk and becoming more dangerous
to communities nearby, while their faster evolution
may bring additional environmental problems also. A
recent environmental study warns that climate change
will have a detrimental influence on mountain land-
scapes and human activities worldwide by increasing
the danger of hazards such as river floods, landslides,
debris flows, and other water bodies outburst deluge.
Mountain snow and ice provide water for hundreds of
millions of people worldwide, but this resource is
under jeopardy due to shifting weather patterns and as
mountain glaciers shrink.According to the scientists
and environment studies, the water situation in Asia
worsens in the nearby future swiftly.One study, demon-
strates how complex mountain systems adapt to cli-
mate change in very different and often unexpected
ways, and how these responses can influence mountain
landscapes and communities. Mountain glaciers are re-
ceding over the world as a result of global warming, af-
fecting mountain formations alongside ecosystems and
human beings.According to the studies, mountains
should be viewed and maintained as integrated biologi-
cal, physical as well as socio-ecological systems that in-
clude both people and physical environments. This
may assist to protect these areas from future
change.These are exacerbated by glacier retreat and
also warming of permanently frozen area surrounding
mountains mainly.Some ecosystems and seldom
species are already endangered with extinction on a
local scale, and mountain slopes are becoming greener
as lowland forests expand to higher elevations. As a re-
sult, the effects of climate change are greater on moun-
tains than anywhere else according to environmental
studies.This is a serious issue, not only for mountains
but also for the surrounding areas.According to the ex-
perts, climate change has an impact on mountain com-
munities and cultures. They claim that the movement
of animals from one grazing location to another in a
seasonal cycle and traditional agriculture are becom-
ing extinct as grazing spaces diminish and water be-
comes scarcer. One important study also quotes that de-
forestation, mining, growth of cities, and commercial
forestry are also displacing and impacting heritage,
mountain landscapes, therefore our regime and every
individual has to introspect regarding this seriously
and act so as to reduce the impact of climate change
mainly on the mountain ambiance.

T he Collins Dictionary's
word of the year for 2022

is "permacrisis". As accolades
go, the managing director of
Collins Learning, Alex
Beecroft, has said that this one
"sums up quite succinctly how
truly awful 2022 has been for so
many people". The word, most
widely understood as a port-
manteau of "permanent" and
"crisis", has been in use for a
little longer. In April 2021, poli-
cy analysts in Europe saw it as
defining the era in which we
live. Some in Britain inevitably
ascribe the genesis of that era
to Brexit. Others point to the
pandemic.

For others still, it was
Russia's invasion of Ukraine
that made the word indispensa-
ble. As the writer David
Shariatmadari has put it:
"Permacrisis" is a term that
perfectly embodies the dizzy-
ing sense of lurching from one
unprecedented event to anoth-
er, as we wonder bleakly what
new horrors might be around
the corner." This represents a
shift from the way the notion of
crisis has been defined until
now. However, digging into the
philosophical roots of the word
reveals that a crisis is not nec-

essarily awful, but may, in the
long term, prove a necessary
and beneficial corrective.

Crisis as necessary 
to progress

Philosophers have long de-
fined a crisis as a situation
that forces an individual or
group to a moment of thought-
ful critique to a point where a
new path is mapped out in re-
lation to some issue of press-
ing concern. This definition
stems from the ancient Greek
term krisis, which describes a
medical or political moment of
opportunity that bifurcates
into life or death, victory or
defeat. However, as philoso-
pher of history Reinhart
Koselleck has shown, in mod-
ern philosophy, that ancient
Greek notion of crisis under-
goes a semantic shift. Its
meaning changes radically, to
refer to a contradiction be-
tween opposing forces that ac-
celerates the transition of past
into future.

This can be seen in Karl
Marx's description of capital-
ism as a crisis-ridden econom-
ic system. In struggling to
tame its forces of production,
labour and machinery, Marx
contends, this system causes
crises of overproduction: an
excess of supply that cannot
be met with an equivalent de-
mand. These crises in turn fos-
ter opportunities for cultural,
social and political innova-
tion, the best 20th-century ex-
ample of which is the creation
of the welfare state.

"Crisis" is similarly defined
in American philosopher
Thomas Kuhn's approach to
the history of science. Kuhn
views progress in modern re-

search as driven by crises
within existing scientific par-
adigms. The progressive shift
from Newtonian to
Einsteinian paradigms in
20th-century physics most
neatly illustrates his thinking.
In both cases, "crisis" is linked
to the idea the ideal, even of
progress. Marx believed that,
because the rate of profit has a
tendency to fall, capitalism
would meet a final crisis and
that this would lead to the
emergence of communism: an
entirely new and, crucially,
better socio-political situation.

"Permacrisis" represents
the contemporary inversion of
this conception. It is similar to
Marx's idea that human histo-
ry will lead to a final crisis,
only it precludes any idea of
further progress. Instead of
leading to something better, it
denotes a static and perma-
nently difficult situation.

A new realism
This concept of permacrisis

has its roots in contemporary
systems theory, which claims
that a crisis can become so
complicated that we can't pre-
dict its outcome. In this regard,
in his 2008 book, On
Complexity, French philoso-
pher Edgar Morin argues that
humanity now resides within a
network of interlocking sys-
tems and any crisis in one of
those systems will engender a
crisis in all the others.

Morin uses the word "poly-
crisis" to describe this situa-
tion. It is an idea that is also
used in historian Adam
Tooze's work on crisis and dis-
aster. As Tooze recently put it,
when considering the sheer ac-
cumulation of problems the

world currently faces from con-
flict and the climate crisis to
the pandemic and rising infla-
tion "the whole is even more
dangerous than the sum of the
parts". Interconnected mi-
crosystems, because of ever-
shortening positive feedback
loops, can very quickly trigger
crisis, even catastrophe, in the
wider macrosystem.

Taking this one step further,
the shift from "polycrisis" to
"permacrisis" implies that we
now see our crises as situa-
tions that can only be man-
aged, not resolved. Indeed,
"permacrisis" suggests that
every decision to accelerate a
difficult situation in order to
come out on the other side of it
risks something far worse.

Take the recent demise, in
the UK, of the Truss adminis-
tration. The decision to resolve
an economic crisis only height-
ened a self-defeating political
crisis which then very rapidly
further compounded the origi-
nal economic crisis.

Permacrisis signals not only
a loss of faith in progress, but
also a new realism in relation
to what people can cope with
and achieve. Our crises have
become so complex and deep-
seated that they can transcend
our capacity to understand
them. Any decision to tackle
them risks only making things
worse. We are thus faced with a
troubling conclusion. Our
crises are no longer a problem.
They are a stubborn fact.

(Writer is the Head of
Department: English,

Linguistics and Philosophy,
Nottingham Trent

University)

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Clark Lever

Y ou pull out the key to open your house. You un-
lock the door and get inside. Then several hours

later you're looking for the key and wondering where it
is. And you discover that you have left it behind on the
door. Has this happened to you? To understand why it
happens, let’s flashback to Bluma Zeigarnik, a Russian
psychologist. One evening, Zeigarnik and her friends
went out for dinner to a restaurant. They had a lovely
meal. Guess what the highlight was? It was the service.
More specifically, their waiter. He had an amazing
memory. So as everybody placed their orders, he re-
membered every little detail, without writing anything
down. He remembered who ordered what. And how
they wanted it. Zeigarnik and her friends were all
amazed by the waiter's memory. After the meal, they
were driving back when Zeigarnik discovered that she
had left her jacket behind in the restaurant. So she
turned around, drove back to the restaurant and
sought out that friendly waiter who she knew would be
happy to help her locate her jacket. Imagine her horror
though when she found the waiter, but the waiter did-
n't even recognize her. What happened? It got
Zeigarnik thinking. And her research then showed
how our brain tends to work. When a task is complet-
ed, our brain hits the delete button. And our memory
gets wiped clean. Our short term memory struggles
with space to retain information. So it keeps only the
unfinished tasks alive. And the minute a task is com-
pleted it hits the delete button. And that's why waiters
at restaurants will remember every little detail of your
order. But only until the bill is made. That’s why when
we photocopy a document, we pick up the copy and
walk away, leaving the original behind. This has come
to be known as the Zeigarnik effect. A term that de-
scribes how our short-term memory deletes completed
tasks. Fascinating, isn't it? The Zeigarnik effect might
explain why at a bank’s ATM, you are now required to
pull your card out before collecting the cash. They
know Zeigarnik will be at play and once you collect the
cash, the task is finished and good chance you will for-
get to take your card back. It's something we can all put
to good use. Look at what Netflix does. You will find
through all their serials, every episode ends tantalis-
ingly. That 30-minute episode ends at a point where
you will say ‘wow, what happens next’? You want to
know, you want to come back. There is no closure at
the end of that episode and that's what brings us back
all the time. Had there been closure, chances are we’d
quickly forget about it. Maybe a powerful idea for all of
us. If there is something you want to make sure re-
mains alive, keep it just a bit unfinished. Writing a
book? Make sure you end every writing session at a
point of suspense or tension. Don’t resolve it. Don’t fin-
ish it. That will bring you back next day to writing
again. The Zeigarnik effect might also explain my
favourite piece of communication advice. It’s this.
Someone said that there are really two golden rules of
communication: 1. Never tell everything at once.
That’s it. Ah, the Zeigarnik effect!

(The writer is an author, speaker and leadership
coach and former MD of Kimberly)

The Zeigarnik Effect on 
Short time Memory

Permacrisis: What it means and 
why it’s word of the year for 2022

Climate change impacting
mountain regions badly

NEIL TURNBULL

S cientists have shown
for the first time that

infection by SARS-CoV-2
changes the functioning of
host cell RNA, according to
a study. The scientists at
the Federal University of
Sao Paulo (UNIFESP),
Brazil, arrived at this con-
clusion by analysing thir-
teen datasets obtained dur-
ing four studies of viral,
human and animal cell
RNA.

RNA in a cell, or ribonu-
cleic acid, just like DNA,
stores genetic information.
RNA transmits genetic in-
formation from DNA to the
cytoplasm, the external
space in a cell, and also con-
trols certain chemical
processes in the cell.

The most recent study, re-
ported in an article pub-
lished in the journal
Frontiers in Cellular and
Infection Microbiology, ex-

amined the epitranscrip-
tome of Vero cells, or cells
derived from monkeys, and
human Calu-3 cells by di-
rect RNA sequencing.

An epitranscriptome is a
collective log of all the bio-
chemical modifications of
cell RNA, such as methyla-
tion.

"Our first important find-
ing in this study was that
infection by SARS-CoV-2 in-
creases the level of m6a
(N6-methyladenosine), a
type of methylation, in host
cells compared with non-in-
fected cells," said study au-
thor Marcelo Briones.

Methylation is a bio-
chemical modification in-
volving the addition of a
methyl group to a sub-
strate, a process which oc-
curs in host cells via the ac-
tion of enzymes capable of
transferring part of one
molecule to another. This

changes the behavior of
proteins, enzymes, hor-
mones and genes.

The researchers, the
study said, showed changes
to infected cells' RNA quan-
titatively by analyzing all
the RNAs present in the
cells and qualitatively by
locating on a map the num-
ber of methylations per re-
gion in the nucleotides, the
basic structural unit of
RNAs and DNAs.

"Methylation has two
functions in viruses. It reg-
ulates protein expression,
and it defends the virus
against the action of inter-
feron, a potent antiviral
substance produced by the
host organism," Briones
said.

In both studies, the re-
searchers analyzed m6a be-
cause it is the most com-
mon type of RNA nu-
cleotide modification and is

involved in several signifi-
cant processes, such as in-
tracellular location and
protein translation.

RNA nucleotides contain
nitrogenous bases, which
are nitrogen-containing bi-
ological compounds that
form these nucleotides, and
are either adenine, gua-
nine, uracil, or cytosine,
running along a single
strand.

The team also discovered
that different strains of the
virus displayed variations
in the sequences of nitroge-
nous bases in their nu-
cleotides. "Some strains
may be much more methy-
lated than others. If so,
they can multiply better in-
side host cells," Briones
said.

The virus uses cell en-
zymes for its own methyla-
tion, producing evolution-
ary pressure for adaptation

of viral DRACH sequences
so that they become more
similar to cell sequences,
where the letter D stands
for adenine, guanine or
uracil; R for adenine or
guanine; A for the methy-
lated residue; C for cyto-
sine; and H for adenine, cy-
tosine or uracil.

The viral strains that
adapt best are able to es-
cape interferon, antiviral
protein produced by cells
which have been attacked,
more successfully. The in-
crease in cell methylation
was mapped by two m6A
detection programs. One of
these (m6anet) used a ma-
chine learning technique
called multiple instance
learning (MIL). The other
(EpiNano) validated the re-
sults using a technique
called support vector ma-
chine (SVM), the 
study said.

Covid infection changes genetic material of cells
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Affordable fertilisers 

Ramagundam
(Telangana): The
Centre has spent ap-
proximately Rs 10 lakh
crore during the last
eight years to see that
farmers in the country
are not burdened by
the high global prices
of fertilisers, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said. Modi, who
was speaking after lay-
ing foundation stones
and dedicating to the
nation multiple proj-
ects worth over Rs
9,500 crore at
Ramagundam in
Telangana, said the
Union government
would spend more
than Rs 2.5 lakh crore
this year to make fer-
tilisers available 
to the farmers at af-
fordable rates.

Tea auction 
Agartala: Tripura
may soon get a tea auc-
tion centre as the Tea
Board of India is ac-
tively considering
such a centre. Tripura
Tea Development
Corporation (TTDC),
Chairman Santosh
Saha said, “The Tea
Board of India in-
formed us that it was
actively considering to
set up a tea auction
centre in Tripura.
Now we need to build
up a warehouse to sup-
port it”. He said the
auction centre could
be set up at
Dharmanagar, the
headquarters of the
North district, so that
tea planters from
neighbouring
Karimganj and
Cachar district of
Assam also could sell
their tea besides the
planters from Tripura.

Appointment

New Delhi: Russia’s
Rosneft-backed
Nayara Energy on
Saturday announced
the appointment of
Rajani Kesari as its
chief financial officer.
She will be taking
charge on or before
January 2, 2023, the
company, which oper-
ates a 20 million
tonnes a year oil refin-
ery at Vadinar in
Gujarat and over 6,600
petrol pumps in the
country, said in a
statement. “With her
strong experience in
business partnering,
finance controller-
ship, accounting, taxa-
tion & audit across in-
dustrial, manufactur-
ing, and pharmaceuti-
cal sectors, she will
lead the financial op-
erations of the compa-
ny,” it said.

New flight
New Delhi: No-frills
carrier SpiceJet  start-
ed non-stop flight be-
tween Pune and
Bangkok. The airline
also operates flights to
Bangkok from Delhi
and Kolkata. It has
also added another
flight on the Delhi-
Bangkok route from
November 11. It oper-
ates two daily non-
stop flights from
Kolkata to Bangkok,
according to a release.

TRADE FAIR

A visitor at a Turkish stall during the India International Trade Fair (IITF), in New Delhi, Monday, Nov. 14.

Hyderabad, Nov 14: 

NMDC bagged the
Champion of Champions
Award, sweeping the 16th
PRCI Global
Communication Conclave
2022, to bring home
fourteen Corporate
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Excellence Awards. The
awards were presented at
the Global Communication
Conclave organised by
Public Relations Council of
India (PRCI) in Kolkata.
NMDC won Gold awards
for Most Resilient
Company of the Year;
Internal Communication
Campaign, Corporate
Brochure; Best PSE
Implementing CSR. It
won Silver Awards in the
categories of Best Use of
CSR for Childcare;
Corporate Community
Impact; Best Corporate
Event; Unique HR

Initiatives; Annual
Report; Arts, Culture &
Sports Campaign and
Bronze Awards for
Visionary Leadership;
Website of the Year;
I n n o v a t i v e
Environmental Program
and Consolation Award
for Best Use of Social
Media. P Jaya Prakash,
Head of Corporate
Communication, NMDC
thanked PRCI for encour-

aging innovation in com-
munication techniques
and recognizing the cre-
ative initiatives of NMDC.
“Our brand voice and
communication cam-
paigns are rooted in our
company’s core values
and designed to resonate
with our host communi-
ties and industry stake-
holders.” Congratulating
NMDC’s Corporate
Communication team,

Chairman and
Managing Director
Sumit Deb said, “If
NMDC today is a house-
hold name as a bench-
mark of excellence in
the mining sector in
India, it is only because
of the exceptional artic-
ulation of our communi-
cation team in conveying
what we achieve and
stand for to internal and
external stakeholders”.

NMDC sweeps PRCI Excellence Awards 2022

Srinagar, Nov 14: 

The Centre is ready for
bringing petrol and diesel
under the GST regime but
it is unlikely that the
states will agree to such a
move, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said
on Monday. “For bringing
the petrol and diesel under
the GST, the states have to
agree. If the states make
the move, we are ready. We
have been ready all along.
That’s my understanding.
It is another issue how to
implement it. That ques-
tion should be addressed
to the finance minister,”
Puri told reporters here.
The minister, however,
pointed out that it is un-
likely that the states will
agree to such a move as
liquor and energy are rev-
enue generating items for
them. “It is not difficult to

understand, they (states)
get revenue out of this.
One who is getting rev-
enue, why would he leave
it? Liquor and energy are
two things that generate
revenue. It is only the
Central government
which is worried about in-
flation and other things,”
he added. The Union min-
ister said the Kerala High
Court had suggested that
the issue be placed before
the Goods and Services

Tax (GST) Council for dis-
cussion at its last meeting
in Lucknow. “The finance
minister of that state did
not agree. As far as GST is
concerned, your wishes
and my wishes apart, we
are in a cooperative feder-
al system,” he said. Asked
if the people can expect
some respite in terms of
fuel prices, the minister
said India has seen one of
the lowest increases in
these prices in the past one
year.

“I am surprised by your
question. In lighter vein,
people are asking me
when the prices will rise
again. In North America,
the fuel prices went up by
43 per cent in one year but
in India it went up by only
two per cent. “If there is a
bright spot anywhere in
the world, it’s India. It’s
not me saying it, it is
Morgan Stanley.

Centre ready to bring
fuel under GST: Puri

Chennai, Nov 14: 

ExxonMobil Lubricants
Pvt. Ltd. is associating
with Racing Promotions
Pvt Ltd (RPPL) for the
Indian Racing League as
the official lubricant part-
ner to revolutionize motor-
sports in the country.
Flagging off on November
19 in Hyderabad, the first
edition of Indian Racing
League (IRL)powered by
Wolf Racing, is the only 4-
wheel racing league fea-
turing six city-based fran-
chise teams. Drivers both
women and men, includ-
ing Ex Formula One & Le
Mans drivers will be rac-
ing in this inclusive equal
platform. The Round 2 and
Round 3 will be held at
Madras Motor
International Circuit
(MMRT) on late November
and December over week-
ends, with the grand finale

back in Hyderabad on
December 10-11.

The maiden edition of
IRL will feature 24 drivers
participating in 12 races
through 4 rounds of pul-
sating action to claim the
top spot using the
renowned Aprillia 1100 cc
220 HP engines. It will also
witness India’s first FIA
Graded Street Circuit in
Hyderabad.

Vipin Rana, CEO –
ExxonMobil Lubricants
Pvt Ltd, said: “Our part-
nership with RPPL to
power the Indian Racing
League – Wolf Racing
builds on our focus to sup-
port motorsports in India,
where a community of
racing enthusiasts are
building a powerful new
circuit. We believe it is our
commitment to support

this emerging sport in the
country and create a com-
pelling platform of world-
class reputation and
reach. We see motorsports
gaining tremendous trac-
tion across the country,
and we want to offer our
proven support to the
teams and contribute to
building the real next big
thing in motorsports –
from India for the world.”

Akhilesh Reddy,
Director MEIL and
Chairman, RPPL, added:
“We are excited to kick off
the Indian Racing League
(IRL) and are delighted to
have ExxonMobil as our
partners in a one-of-its-
kind league in India. With
IRL, we aim to revolution-
ize motorsport and put
India back on the map of
motorsports and to pro-
vide opportunities for bud-
ding Indian racing driv-
ers.”

ExxonMobil partners with Racing Promotions 
New Delhi, Nov 14:  

The ‘local committees’
formed to deal with tax-
payers’ grievances aris-
ing out of ‘high-pitched’
scrutiny assessments
shall submit their report
within about two months,
the CBDT has reiterated
in a public communica-
tion.

A set of “revised”
guidelines were issued by
the Board in this context
in April and these were
applicable for cases being
scrutinised under both
the faceless and non-face-
less assessment system.

The local committees
have been created in each
region of the income tax
department, that are
headed by a principal
chief commissioner rank
officer (Pr. CCIT), and
will comprise three offi-

cials of the I-T depart-
ment in the rank of prin-
cipal commissioner or
commissioner. The griev-
ances, by taxpayers who
feel their scrutiny assess-
ment has been unfair or
high-pitched, can be sub-
mitted through the desig-
nated email id notified by
the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
samadhan.faceless.as-
sessment@incometax.gov
.in. “The grievances re-
ceived shall be forwarded
to the local committee of
the Pr.CCIT region and
after due examination,
the committee shall sub-
mit a report, preferably
within two months from
the end of the month of
receipt of grievance,
treating the order as high-
pitched/not high-pitched,
along with the reasons, to
the Pr. CCIT concerned,”

the CBDT said in a recent
public advertisement.
The CBDT is the adminis-
trative authority for the
tax department. The in-
struction, the communi-
cation said, also provided
for initiation of “suitable
action” against the officer
concerned in cases where
assessments are found by
the local committee to be
high-pitched or where
there is non-observance
of principles of natural
justice, non-application of
mind or gross negligence
of assessing officer/as-
sessment unit.

“The aim of creating
these local committees in
all income tax regions of
the country and further
revising the guidelines
for their functioning in
April are aimed to ensure
a fair treatment to the tax-
payer.

I-T dept committees on high-pitched assessments
to submit report in about 2 months: CBDT

Mumbai, Nov 14: 

In an era of digitaliza-
tion, with more than 73%
of vehicle shoppers in
India knowing the exact
model to be purchased and
88% researching online,
product discovery at a
showroom remains an im-
portant driver of customer
experience, according to
the J.D. Power 2022 India
Sales Satisfaction Index
Study (SSI),SM released
today. Since 2021, J.D.
Power has re-launched the
India Sales Satisfaction
Index Study in partnership
with NielsenIQ. The study
finds that customers with a
seamless product discov-
ery engagement have an in-
crease of 28 index points
(on a 1,000-point scale) over
those who do not (872 vs.
844, respectively). However,
more than one-third (36%)

of customers in India men-
tion that the product discov-
ery engagement was not
seamless. “Even in an era of
instant information avail-
ability, the importance of
sales consultant-led product
discovery continues to
drive purchase experience,”
said Sandeep Pande, lead of
the automotive practice
India at NielsenIQ. “With
customers returning to the
showrooms for their pur-
chase, a seamless product
discovery will aid satisfac-
tion and will drive dealer re-
ferrals.”

Following are additional
key findings of the 2022
study: Commercial engage-
ment issues affect overall
satisfaction: Nearly one-
third (27%) of customers
mention that they faced one
or more issues during their
commercial engagement
with the dealers.

MG ranks highest in India sales 
satisfaction for second consecutive year

New Delhi, Nov 14: 

GM recently participat-
ed in the most recognized
Acetech 2022 Exhibition in
MUMBAI from 10th Nov -
13th Nov 2022, that hap-
pened in Mumbai.
Acetech, the biggest exhi-
bition in the category of
design and architecture is
a premium event, which
was sponsored mainly by
GM.

At the event GM occu-
pied the biggest space with
over 6500 sq-ft in this event
where they showcased lat-
est trends and innovation
in the home electrical
space. These range from
stunning designs in
switches to decorative
lights. GM Modular is one
of the fastest growing
switches and home au-

tomation company in
India, that offers a wide
range of revolutionary
products like new genera-
tion switches, home au-
tomation solutions, LED
lights, fans, Bluetooth
music player and much
more. GM aims to bring
comfort and convenience
in every home.

Jayanth Jain, GM’s MD
and CEO said, “Over the
years GM has added a var-
ied range of home electri-
cal products to its portfolio
and we always look for op-
portunities for our con-
sumers to experience
them all at one place.

Today we are a one-stop-
solution for all your elec-
trical needs. Right from
wires and pipes to switch-
es and home automation
solutions, we have it all.

GM Modular brings the 
best of home electrical products

to ACETECH 2022
Mumbai, Nov 14:  

In a volatile trade,
benchmark indices ended
lower on Monday dragged
down by index heavy-
weights ICICI Bank, ITC
and Reliance Industries
amid largely weak Asian
markets.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 170.89
points or 0.28 per cent to
settle at 61,624.15. During
the day, it hit a low of
61,572.03 and a high of
61,916.24. The broader NSE
Nifty dipped 20.55 points
or 0.11 per cent to finish at
18,329.15. From the Sensex
pack, Dr Reddy’s, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, State
Bank of India, ICICI Bank,
Nestle, Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, and Reliance
Industries were among the
biggest laggards. Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Tata

Steel, Power Grid,
IndusInd Bank, Infosys,
and Maruti were the
major winners. Elsewhere
in Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai
ended lower, while Hong
Kong settled higher.
Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading in

the positive territory in
the afternoon session.
Wall Street had ended
higher on Friday. The
wholesale price-based in-
flation declined to a 19-
month low of 8.39 per cent
in October, on easing
prices of fuel and manu-
factured items.

Markets settle lower in volatile trade

Mumbai, Nov 14: 

The rupee depreciated
by 48 paise to close at 81.26
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday,
tracking the recovery in
the American currency
and a muted trend in do-
mestic equities. Forex
traders said rising crude
oil prices also weighed on
investor sentiments. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened on a strong
note at 80.53, but pared
gains and finally settled at
81.26 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a fall of 48 paise
over its last close. On
Friday, the rupee appreci-
ated by 62 paise to close at
80.78 against the dollar.
“Indian Rupee depreciat-

ed on recovery in US
Dollar and weak domestic
markets. However, Rupee
opened higher on upbeat
macroeconomic data,”
said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. India’s industrial
production expanded by

3.1 per cent in September,
boosted by manufactur-
ing, mining and power
sectors, according to offi-
cial data released on
Friday. “Overall weakness
in the Dollar amid rising
expectations of the not-so-
aggressive Federal
Reserve may also support
the Rupee at lower levels.
Sustained FII inflows may
also support Rupee.
However, higher crude oil
prices may cap sharp up-
side,” Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.59 per
cent to 106.91. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures declined 0.63 per
cent to USD 95.93 per bar-
rel.

Rupee falls 48 paise to close
at 81.26 against US dollar



Disha Parmar takes on a new avatar in ‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

S ony Entertainment
Television’s most-loved show,

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’ has
kept the viewers hooked with it
engaging storyline. With time,
viewers have seen the ups and
downs in #RaYa’s lives and this
time around as well, the show is
all set to fixate the viewers’ atten-
tion! Experimenting with various
looks to get into the skin of a char-
acter is something that an actor re-
ally works hard upon. In the re-
cent episodes, ardent fans of the
show have been part of the special
moments where everything
seemed to be settled between Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) and Priya (Disha
Parmar) as they’re back together.
But, just when things seemed all
right, in an unfortunate turn of
events, Ram and Priya met with
an accident which caused Ram to
lose his memory! Now in the up-
coming episode, viewers will wit-
ness a twist in the show, where
Priya will be seen taking everyone
by surprise in a completely new
avatar.

Ram has moved back a few
years and has forgotten about
Priya and Pihu. Even under such
circumstances, Priya is concerned
and determined to support Ram
during this difficult time in his
life, but is unable to do so owing to
the circumstances. In the midst of

all of this, Priya will think of a
plan where she can be with Ram
and protect him from Nandini’s
evil intentions. In order to do so,

she will be seen entering Ram’s of-
fice for a meeting in a disguise by
the name ‘Lovely!’ Unaware of
this, will Ram hire her as his new

PA? Talking about the new look in
the show, Disha Parmar shares,
“Priya is just trying to figure out a
way to appear in front of Ram be-
cause, as everyone knows he has
forgotten about her and Pihu. She
is worried since the doctors said
that if he suddenly sees Priya in
front of him, he would have ef-
fects. With the help of Sandy, she
has now found a way to go in front
of Ram with a disguised look by
being his PA. Since Priya is not
used to all this, neither her voice
nor her behaviour has altered;
Priya is still Priya.” Adding on to
her personal experience of getting
into the new look, Disha adds “I’m
quite liking it. It feels like a breath
of fresh air whenever you try
something different as an actor.
The main difference between
Priya and Lovely would be that
Lovely would be seen wearing
shoes, which Priya doesn’t do but
Disha adores them in her personal
life. I’m definitely looking forward
to trying something new since and
I’m sure it’s going to be fun. I’m
hoping the fans continue to show-
er their love as they have always
done.”

Tune in to Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2’, every Monday to
Friday at 8:00 PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Guneet Monga,
Sunny Kapoor to get

married in Dec
PP roducer Guneet Monga on Monday announced

she will tie the knot with her fiance, fashion

entrepreneur Sunny Kapoor, in December. Monga will

marry Kapoor in Mumbai on Dec 11 and 12, which will

be followed by extended functions in Delhi on

December 16, the filmmaker shared in a statement. The

producer, known for backing critically-acclaimed films

like the “Gangs of Wasseypur” series, “Shahid”,

“Masaan”, “The Lunchbox” and “Pagglait”, had

announced her engagement to Kapoor in April. In June,

the couple had a mock wedding for Kapoor’s ailing

grandmother, who later died after a battle with cancer.

“Having once staged a whole wedding for Dadi ji, we

are now set to tie the knot in real life. Though I was

born and brought-up in Delhi, my whole life is now in

Mumbai - my Karma Bhoomi’. I have found friends like

family here. All the ceremonies will be in Mumbai with

a reception in Delhi. Ever since I was 18, I wanted to get

married and finally met Sunny last year on a dating

app,” Monga, 38, said. “I am so grateful to have found

a family that is so loving and giving. Since I lost both

my parents at the age of 23, I have dreamt of having a

big family and I am so excited for that dream to come

true. Can’t wait to end the year with a big bang,” she

added. Besides producing feature films, Monga also

served as an executive producer on the documentary

“Period. End of Sentence”, which won the Academy

Award for Best Documentary Short Subject in 2019.

ACROSS

1. Eye drop

5. Grub

9. Adjust

14. Tortoise’s opponent

15. Vagrant

16. Defeated candidate

17. Moving stairway

19. Composure

20. Untidy conditions

21. Approximate

23. Edible grain

24. Witnessed

25. Thin

29. Inferior

34. Nothing

35. Nobleman’s title

38. Top

39. Conclusions

41. Valleys

42. Asian desert

43. Eons

44. She (Fr.)

45. Wooden nail

46. Seoul native

48. Camper’s lamp

52. Drinks slowly

55. “Cry ____ River” (2 wds.)

56. Amulet

60. Camera support

64. Overweight

65. Support for an institution

67. Diamond and Armstrong

68. Diva’s forte

69. Floor covering

70. Curved letters

71. Hide-and-____

72. Winter vehicle

DOWN

1. Those people

2. Alleviate

3. Circle parts

4. Good sense

5. Morally pure

6. Torrid

7. Reed instruments

8. Inferior

9. Like Swiss mountains

10. Terrible fate

11. Vietnam’s continent

12. Irritating one

13. Family diagram

18. Be in first place

22. Narrates

25. Move stealthily

26. Jargon

27. Senior

28. True

30. Wilt

31. Range

32. Fire’s remnant

33. Royal rule

36. Entire amount

37. Rod and ____

40. Compass direction (abbr.)

41. Jeans material

47. Appraise

49. US rail service

50. Infamous emperor

51. Contaminates

53. Fathers

54. Type of drum

56. Musical sound

57. Lincoln and Vigoda

58. Hawaiian necklaces

59. Man or Wight

61. Beach toy

62. Eye amorously

63. Exploit

66. Even score
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AA fter having an impressive 2022 with
interesting projects like ‘Ghar

Waapsi’, ‘Thar’ and ‘Crash Course’
amongst others, Anushka Kaushik is all
set to carry that momentum ahead with
her future projects as well. The actress is
in quite an interesting phase of her career
currently and only recently she wrapped
up the shoot of her upcoming web series
‘Garmi’ with Tigmanshu Dhulia. Now, she
is busy with the prep and shoot of her
next Arbaaz Khan’s ‘Patna Shukla’ and
she is having quite an exciting time
exploring her character in it. An engaging
social drama on education scam, ‘Patna
Shukla’ features Raveena Tandon in the
lead and Anushka has quite an integral
part in it as well. To prep for her role,
Anushka has gone and met a few stu-
dents from the area who have actually
faced this issue head on. She spoke to
them about the challenges they faced
and how they dealt with them, and is try-
ing to get inspiration from all that for her
portrayal. Apart from that, she has also
learned Bhojpuri accent for her part as
her character’s roots are from Patna.
Anushka shares, “I feel that for any actor
who is picking up a character from a
place that they have never been a part of,
they should really want to work on that
because a fake accent is quite visible. You
can see it on the face and can figure out
if one has worked on their character or
not. Also, it is quite important to under-
stand the psyche of the character as well
for me as she comes from a different
class.” Starring Raveena Tandon,
Anushka Kaushik, Satish Kaushik,
Chandan Roy Sanyal and Jatin Goswami
amongst others, ‘Patna Shukla’ is a social
drama, and the film is expected to go on
the floors by the end of this year.

Anushka
learns

Bhojpuri
accent for

‘Patna Shukla’!

F or years, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s Mere Sai
Shraddha Aur Saburi has cap-
tured the attention of viewers
with its compelling narrative.
Shirdi’s population is adjust-
ing and adapting to the new
changes brought about by in-
dustrialization, but Sai Baba
(Tushar Dalvi) continues to be
a vital guide. In ongoing track,
amongst all the valuable teach-
ings, Sai Baba talks about the
importance of gender equality.
Tushar Dalvi who is essaying
the role of Sai Baba sheds light
on the important contempo-

rary issue of gender inequali-
ty. He shares, “We should re-
spect our society, and follow
the norms but only when they
are equal for everyone. It is be-
lieved that if God does not dif-
ferentiate between men and
women then we do not hold
any position to do that.
Everyone should respect both
men and women equally and
the rules must be equal for all
for a better balance of the soci-
ety.”

Tune in to Mere Sai every
Monday to Friday at 7 PM
only on Sony Entertainment
Television

Tushar Dalvi sheds light on importance of gender equality

F ilmmaker Karan
Johar on Saturday

announced that his up-
coming directorial
“Rocky Aur Rani Ki
Prem Kahani” will be re-
leased in theatres on
April 28, 2023.

The family drama
stars Ranveer Singh and
Alia Bhatt in the lead
alongside veteran actors
Dharmendra, Jaya
Bachchan and Shabana
Azmi in key roles.

A Dharma
Productions project, the
film was earlier slated
for release on February
10, 2023.

Johar, whose last di-
rectorial was 2016’s “Ae
Dil Hai Mushkil”, shared
the news in a statement
posted on Instagram.

“My heart is filled
with excitement and
g r a t i t u d e
#RockyAurRaniKiPrem
Kahani releasing in cine-
mas near you on 28th
April, 2023,” he wrote on
Instagram.

In the statement, the
filmmaker said “Rocky
Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani” marks his re-
turn to his first home —
cinemas — after a gap of
seven years.

“I had the absolute ho-
nour of working with
not one, but many illus-
trious actors on the set of
my seventh film,” the 50-
year-old director said.

Johar further said the
film will provide viewers
the “familial nostalgic
feeling of an ensemble

cast, creating music that
captivates the hearts and
a story that runs deep to
the roots of our family
traditions”.

“It’s that time again -
to huddle with your fam-
ily and friends, buy the
popcorn and witness just
sheer love & entertain-
ment unfold on the big
screen,” he added.

“Rocky Aur Rani Ki
Prem Kahani” is written
by Ishita Moitra,
Shashank Khaitan and
Sumit Roy.

Karan’s directorial 
‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani’

to release in Apr 2023

AA ctor Ayushmann
Khurrana says his upcom-

ing feature “An Action Hero” is
different from his “staple
genre of social-comedy” and
he hopes audience accepts him
in this new space.

Billed as a slick actioner
with an offbeat satirical sense
of humour, the film follows an
artist’s journey both in front
and behind the lens.

Khurrana plays Manav, an
action hero, who runs for his
life as Bhura Solanki (Jaideep
Ahlawat) wants to avenge the
mysterious death of his broth-
er. The actor, known for films
like “Shubh Mangal Saavdhan”,
“Badhaai Ho”, and “Dream
Girl”, said “An Action Hero” is
possibly his first film without a
social message. “It is a genre
breaker for me. It is different
from my staple genre of social-

comedy and there is no mes-
sage in it. There is pure thrill. It
is a roller coaster ride,” the
actor told reporters here on
Thursday night. “This film is
about an extraordinary man in
an ordinary situation. The emo-

tion of revenge is an ordinary
thing but if a superstar hap-
pens to be in that ordinary sit-
uation, how does he deal with
it, is what the story is about,”
Khurrana added. “Pataal Lok”
star Ahlawat said he loved the

script of “An Action Hero”.
“You will not be able to say

who is a hero or villain.
Everyone has their own reason
to do things. I never thought of
the character as a villain
because he has strong reasons
behind Ayushmann,” he added.

The film is directed by
Anirudh Iyer, who previously
served as an assistant director
on Aanand L Rai’s “Tanu Weds
Manu Returns” and “Zero”.
Neeraj Yadav has penned the
screenplay.

Iyer said the team did not
approach “An Action Hero” just
as an actioner as the story has
many layers.

“It (film) is a lot more than
an action film. There is action,
thriller, humour. The situation
is such that he (Khurrana) ends
up doing action,” the director
said.

‘An Action Hero’ is a genre 
breaker film for me: Ayushmann
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Melbourne, Nov 14 (PTI):

Adil Rashid’s game
changing performances in
England’s T20 World Cup
winning campaign could
certainly make him a hot
property at the upcoming
IPL auction in Kochi on
December 23.

Rashid, who literally
choked India and Pakistan
in the semi-final and final
with high profile scalps
like Suryakumar Yadav
and Babar Azam, could
once again be seen in an
IPL team jersey after his
stint with Punjab Kings.

“Yes, I will be putting up
my name in IPL auctions
this time,” Rashid told PTI
after the World Cup final
on Sunday. When asked if
he has been in talks with
any team, he replied in the
negative.

While Rashid might
have got only four wickets
in six games, he finished
his full quota of overs in
all games at an economy

rate of 6.12. And what
could interest the fran-
chisees is the pace at
which he bowled, poten-
tially making him more ef-
fective than ever on tracks
like Eden Gardens,
Chepauk or Uppal.

He explained how he
has decreased his pace and

gone for more flighted de-
liveries like the googly to
fool Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam.

“Babar’s googly, I don’t if
it was the turning point of
the match but I was defi-
nitely getting some turn. I
don’t know about Shadab
Khan or Liam

Livingstone. “ I was bowl-
ing a bit more slow today
and got the big leggies (leg
breaks) going my way.
Normally I bowl a bit
quicker and bit shorter.
That was my game plan
for me and that’s the way I
bowl,” Adil explained his
strategy. While Shadab

and Livingstone (when he
bowls leg spin) are much
quicker through the air,
Rashid believes in taking
the opposite route.

“Shadab and Liam
bowls it a bit quicker and
everyone has got their own
way. For me, slower I bowl
better it is.”

‘I will put my name in 
next month’s IPL auction’

Billings opts out of
IPL to focus on longer format
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  England wicketkeeper batter Sam Billings on
Monday opted out of next year’s Indian Premier League
to focus on the longer format of the game. Billings
played eight games for Kolkata Knight Riders earlier this
year, scoring 169 runs an an average of 24.14. He made
his IPL debut in 2016. “Have taken the tough decision
that I won’t be taking part in the next IPL. Looking to
focus on longer format cricket at the start of the English
summer with @kentcricket,” Billings tweeted. “Thank
you so much for the opportunity @kkriders ! Loved every
minute of it. An amazing franchise with some brilliant
people. Hopefully see you again in the future.” The 31-
year-old had made his unexpected Test debut in January
when he was brought into the side in the last minute for
the fourth Ashes Test against Australia in Hobart.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya should
be made full-time captain
in the shortest format
ahead of the 2024 T20
World Cup and India need
to start rebuilding from
the limited over series in
New Zealand, said former
chairman of the selection
c o m m i t t e e
K r i s h n a m a c h a r i
Srikkanth. India made
semifinal exit from the
just-concluded T20 World
Cup after suffering a 10-
wicket hammering from
eventual champions
England. The heavy defeat
marked India’s fifth knock-
out loss in last six World
Cups. “See if I was the
Chairman of the selection
committee, I would say
that Hardik Pandya should
be the captain of the 2024
World Cup, straight away,
I’d put it that way number
one,” Srikkanth said on
Star Sports show ‘Match
Point’. “And start rebuild-
ing a side right from today,
that is from the New
Zealand series which is
going to happen in a

weeks’ time. “You start
from today, the prepara-
tion for the World cup, you
need to understand, starts
2 years in advance. So, you
do whatever you want to
do, the trial and error poli-
cy, do whatever you want,
try it for one year, then you
form a team and by 2023
make sure this is going to
be at the level that is going
to play the World Cup. “
India will play three T20Is
and as many ODIs in New
Zealand starting Friday,
where Hardik will lead the

side in the shortest format.
The former opener said
India need to identify more
fast bowling all-rounders
ahead of the 2024 edition.
“You need more fast-ball
all-rounders.

Let’s see, 1983 World
Cup, 2011 World Cup, 2007
T20 World Cup, why did we
win? We had many fast-
ball all-rounders and semi
all-rounders. “So, to identi-
fy these guys - guys like
Hooda, like Hooda, there
are going to be so many
more Hoodas.”

‘Make Hardik captain 
for 2024 T20 World Cup’

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Former India captain
and coach Anil Kumble
feels having totally differ-
ent squads in limited overs
and Test format is the way
forward for the country in
international cricket.

England’s roaring suc-
cess in ODIs and T20Is has
ignited the debate for dif-
ferent teams and coaches
in white and red ball crick-
et. “Definitely, you need
separate teams. You need,
certainly, T20 specialists. I
think what this English
team has shown and even
the last (T20) World Cup
champions Australia have
shown is that you need to
invest in a lot of all-
rounders. Look at the bat-
ting order,” Kumble told
ESPNcricinfo. “Today
Liam Livingstone is bat-

ting at No. 7. No other team
has a No. 7 of the quality of
Livingstone. (Marcus)
Stoinis walks in at No. 6
(for Australia). That’s the
kind of team you have to
build. That’s something
that you need to invest in.

“I’m not really sure
whether you need a differ-
ent captain or a different
coach. It all depends on
what team you are going to
pick and then choose how
you want to build the sup-
port and the leadership

around it.” Former
Australia all-rounder Tom
Moody said splitting
coaches should be serious-
ly considered by interna-
tional teams. England have
Brendon McCullum as
their Test coach and

Matthew Mott as their
white-ball coach. “I think
there is no doubt that mov-
ing forward, whether it be
player or support manage-
ment, there needs to be a
serious look into that sepa-
ration. “It seems England
have quite a considerable
difference between their
red-ball squad and their
white-ball squad. They’ve
created a depth of quality,”
Moody told the cricket
website after England won
their second T20 World
Cup title. “With regards to
England being the best
white-ball team (of all
time), I don’t think they’re
there yet. If they had won
in the UAE at the last T20
World Cup, you could base
an argument, but they
weren’t there in that one.
So they’ve missed a World
Cup there.

Kumble calls for separate Indian teams in Test and white-ball cricket

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Tournament’s leading run-get-
ter Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav were on
Monday named in the “Most
Valuable Team” of ICC 2022
T20 World Cup. Indian super-
star Kohli ended as the tour-
nament’s most prolific batter
with 296 runs at a stunning
average of 98.66. 

Kohli kick-started his cam-
paign with a pivotal 82 not out
against arch rivals Pakistan to
anchor his side to a heart-
thumping final-ball four-wick-
et victory. And further knocks
of 64 not out against
Bangladesh, 62 not out
against the Netherlands and
50 against England in the
semi-finals helped round off
an individual competition to
savour for one of the greatest
white-ball batters of the mod-
ern era. Fellow Indian

Suryakumar finished as the
tournament’s third highest
run-scorer with 239 runs over-
all.  Three half centuries — 51
not out against the
Netherlands in Sydney, 68
against South Africa in Perth
and 61 not out off just 25 balls

against Zimbabwe in
Melbourne — helped haul his
side into the semi-finals as he
scored at a staggering strike
rate of 189.68 in his six
innings. Another Indian,
Hardik Pandya was named as
the 12th man of the side.

Kohli, Suryakumar named in 
‘Most Valued Team’of 2022 T20 World Cup

Paris, Nov 14 (AP): Paris
Saint-Germain’s stars
came through their final
game before the World
Cup unscathed, with
France forward Kylian
Mbappe opening the scor-
ing in the unbeaten league
leader’s 5-0 home win
against Auxerre.

Argentina star Lionel
Messi, Brazil’s Neymar
and Mbappe all started
against Auxerre as PSG
maintained its five-point
lead in the French league
over second-place Lens on
Sunday. Messi and
Neymar came off with
about 15 minutes left but
Mbappe played the full
match, despite coming off
near the end last weekend
with muscle fatigue.

Mbappe joins up with de-
fending champion
France’s squad on Monday

before flying out to Qatar
on Wednesday. “As soon as
my players had made the

difference, I focused on
managing them,” PSG
coach Christophe Galthie
said. “I quickly made
changes to protect them.”
Messi lofted a clever pass
over the defense for
Portugal defender Nuno
Mendes sprinting down
the left, and his pass was
volleyed in by Mbappe for
his league-leading 12th
goal. The goal was award-
ed following a video re-
view after Neymar han-
dled the ball moments ear-
lier in Auxerre’s penalty
area.

The World Cup-bound
Mendes broke free again
down the left and his cross
was deftly turned in by for-
ward Carlos Soler in the
51st.

PSG’s World Cup-bound stars all
unscathed as leader wins 5-0

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe, right, challenges for the ball with
Auxere’s Jubal, left, and Auxere’s Paul Joly, centre, dur-
ing the French League One soccer match between Paris
Saint Germain and Auxerre at Parc des Princes stadium.

Turin, Nov 14 (AP):
Rafael Nadal’s bid to win
one of the few titles miss-
ing from his glittering ca-
reer started poorly as he
was beaten in straight sets
by eighth-seeded Taylor
Fritz in their opening
match at the ATP Finals.
After a close-fought open-
ing set, Fritz dominated
the second as the
American secured a 7-6 (3),
6-1 victory over the top-
seeded Nadal on Sunday.

“It feels great. I felt like
coming out first match, es-
pecially for my hopes of
getting out of the group, it
was going to be really im-
portant,” Fritz said.

“I came out and played a
great match, and I couldn’t
be happier.”

Fritz strengthened his

grip on the match when he
broke Nadal’s serve in the
fourth game of the second
set.

Nadal fought valiantly
to stay in the match and

managed to save four
break points in the sixth
game but Fritz prevailed
at the fifth time of asking
to leave him serving for
the match.

Fritz beats Nadal at ATP Finals;
Ruud downs Auger-Aliassime

Norway’s Casper Ruud celebrates after defeating
Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime on winning his group
stage match of the ATP Finals Turin at Pala Alpitour,
Turin, Italy.

Riyadh, Nov 14 (AP):

Saudi Arabia winger
Fahad al-Mowallad was
pulled from the World
Cup squad less than 48
hours after being selected
because of an ongoing
doping case.

The Saudis’ coach,
Herv Renard, replaced al-
Mowallad from his 26-
man squad for the tourna-
ment in Qatar “as a pre-
caution,” the team said
on its Twitter account on
Sunday.

The Saudi Arabian
Anti-Doping Committee
said in May it suspended
the player for 18 months
over his positive test in
February for the doping
substance furosemide. It
is a diuretic that has a

long-established use in
sports doping as a mask-
ing agent to hide the pres-
ence of other drugs.

Saudi media reports
said the 28-year-old al-
Mowallad’s ban had been
cut which cleared him for
selection to play in Qatar,
in what would have been
his second World Cup.
The World Anti-Doping

Agency confirmed
Sunday it had intervened
in the case before the
Saudi squad was selected.

“WADA has appealed
the case to CAS (the
Court of Arbitration for
Sport) seeking a longer
period of ineligibility,”
the Montreal-based
agency said in a state-
ment.

Saudi Arabia pulls player from
World Cup over doping case

Philipp Lahm says it was ‘mistake’
to award WCup to Qatar

Berlin: Seven days before the World Cup is due to start in
Qatar, former Germany captain Philipp Lahm says it was “a
mistake” to award the tournament to the Gulf Arab country.
Lahm, who is head of Germany’s organizing committee for the
2024 European Championship, wrote Sunday in a column for
Zeit Online that the World Cup “does not belong” in Qatar and
he criticized the human rights situation in the nation.

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::

Swashbuckling Australia
opening batter David Warner
has hinted at Test retirement
next year but he is likely to
continue playing white-ball
cricket.

Warner’s comments came
after hosts Australia made an
early exit from the T20 World
Cup. “Test cricket will probably
be the first one to fall off.
Potentially it could be my last
12 months in Test cricket,”
Warner said on ‘Triple M’s
Deadset Legends’ show.

“Because that’s how it will
pan out. The T20 World Cup is
in 2024, (one-day) World Cup
next year.” 

The 36-year-old left-handed
batter has played 96 Test
matches since making his
debut in 2011 and has scored
7817 runs at an average of

46.52 with 24 hundreds and 34
fifties. Australia’s busy 2023
Test cricket schedule involves a
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
India (February-March) and
Ashes in England from June 16
to July 31.

Warner hints at Test
retirement next year

Johannesburg, Nov 14 (AP):

Batsman Rassie van
der Dussen recovered
from a broken finger to
make the South Africa
squad on Monday for a
three-test series in
Australia starting next
month.

The Proteas also includ-
ed uncapped fast bowler
Gerald Coetzee and re-
called batsman Theunis
de Bruyn, who hasn’t
played international
cricket since 2019.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Heinrich Klaasen was se-
lected after Ryan
Rickelton missed out
through injury.

South Africa will be
without top-order bats-
man Keegan Petersen,
who has been a regular in

the important position of
No. 3 but is out with a
hamstring injury sus-
tained while playing do-
mestic cricket.

Spin bowler Keshav
Maharaj is part of the
squad and Cricket South
Africa said he should be
fit in time despite current-
ly undergoing treatment
for a groin muscle injury.

Van der Dussen fit for South
Africa’s series in Australia

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):
Ben Stokes can certainly
go on to become England’s
greatest ever cricketer as
the star all-rounder
“stands up in the biggest
moments” like he did on
Sunday, said skipper Jos
Buttler said after the
team’s T20 World Cup tri-
umph.

Stokes had anchored
England’s chase against
New Zealand in the 2019
ODI World Cup final with
an unbeaten 84 not out.

On Sunday, Stokes
struggled against
Pakistani pacers initially
but took his team past the
line with a responsible 52
not out to help his team
win its second T20 World
Cup title.

So is he on his way to be-
come England’s greatest
ever cricketer?

“Yeah, he can be in the
conversation for sure,”
said Buttler after the fa-
mous win over Pakistan at
the MCG.

‘Ben Stokes stands up in English
cricket’s biggest moments’



Court sends AAP’s Nair,
businessman Boinpally

to 5-day ED custody
New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Monday sent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) communica-
tion in-charge Vijay Nair
and businessman
Abhishek Boinpally to five
days' ED custody in a
money laundering case re-
lated to the excise scam
but granted them bail in a
linked corruption case
being probed by the CBI.

Special Judge MK
Nagpal allowed the
Enforcement Directorate's
(ED) application seeking
remand of the two ac-
cused after the agency
said they needed to be in-
terrogated to unearth the
larger conspiracy and the

money trail.
The anti-money laun-

dering agency also said
the accused were required
to be confronted with wit-
nesses and documents.

In the CBI case related
to alleged irregularities in
the Delhi government's
now scrapped excise poli-
cy, the court granted bail
to the duo on personal
bonds of Rs 2 lakh each
and one surety of the like
amount.

While Nair was arrest-
ed by the CBI in
September, Boinpally was
apprehended last month.
An FIR was lodged in the
matter after Delhi
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena recommended a

CBI probe.
The CBI has alleged that

Nair was involved in
meeting the other co-ac-
cused and liquor manufac-
turers as well as distribu-
tors at various hotels in
Hyderabad, Mumbai and
Delhi for arranging "ill-
gotten money through
hawala operators".

The CBI has also
claimed Boinpally was
part of the meetings.

The central agency has
alleged Boinpally was in-
volved in the conspiracy
to launder money along
with another accused,
liquor businessman
Sameer Mahendru, who
has also been arrested and
is lodged in Tihar jail.
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EXCISE POLICY SCAM

J'khand CM nod for pre-
liminary enquiry against
5 former BJP ministers

Ranchi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Monday gave a go ahead to
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) to register a
preliminary enquiry into
alleged disproportionate
assets of five former BJP
ministers in the state. The
ACB had sought separate
preliminary enquiry (PE)
against each of the five for-
mer ministers following
confirmation of the allega-
tion after an initial investi-
gation, an official release
said. The former ministers
who are under scanner -
Amar Kumar Bauri,
Randhir Kumar Singh, Dr.
Neera Yadav, Louis
Marandi, and Neelkanth
Singh Munda were part of
Raghubar Das' cabinet.

Four of the five former

ministers are currently
BJP MLAs. "On direction
from the cabinet secretari-
at and vigilance depart-
ment, the ACB had regis-
tered an informative re-
port. After conducting an
initial investigation, the
ACB sought permission
from the department to reg-
ister separate PEs against
the five former ministers.
Based on the ACB report,
the department had sought
permission from the chief
minister," the release said.
The Jharkhand govern-
ment on May 31 ordered a
probe by the ACB to investi-
gate into alleged dispropor-
tionate assets of the five
former ministers in the
wake of a public interest
litigation filed by one
Pankaj Kumar Yadav be-
fore the Jharkhand high
court in 2020.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday decided to hear
after two weeks the CBI's
plea against a Bombay
High Court order allowing
Mainak Mehta, the broth-
er-in-law of fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi who
is an accused in the
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case, to travel
abroad.

Earlier, a bench headed
by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud had asked
Mehta to write to the
banks, where his accounts
are being probed by the
CBI, and seek the state-
ments of transactions.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice J B
Pardiwala, recorded the
statement of senior advo-
cate Amit Desai, appear-
ing for Mehta, that a com-
munication has been sent
to the banks seeking state-
ment of transactions.

"Banks have said that
the matter is being looked
into. Let the proceedings
be listed exactly after two
weeks when we will have
the status of the progress,"
the bench said in its order
on Monday.

Desai said Mehta has
been cooperating with the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and was made an ap-
prover in the money laun-

dering case involving
Modi, and now he is being
harassed by the CBI.

Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju said
Mehta is related to Neerav
Modi, an accused in the
multi-crore rupees Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
fraud case and, moreover,
he had not cooperated
fully in the investigation.

The CBI has been alleg-
ing Mehta received a large
sum of money siphoned
off in the PNB fraud
which was transferred to
his wife's bank account.

Mehta had told the court
that his bank accounts, in-
cluding those in
Singapore, were frozen fol-

lowing a money launder-
ing probe launched by the
ED.

The bench had said the
details of all the communi-
cation with the banks
should be shared with the
investigating agency.

The apex court had said
it will allow Mehta to trav-
el abroad once he furnish-
es the bank statements
and had posted the matter
for hearing on November
14.

The court was hearing
the CBI's plea challenging
the August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court that
allowed Mehta to travel to
Hong Kong and stay there
for three months.

Mainpuri (UP), Nov 14 (PTI): 

Samjawadi Party candi-
date for the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha bypoll Dimple
Yadav filed her nomina-
tion papers on Monday
and said her father-in-law
Mulayam Singh Yadav's
blessings are with her.

The December 5 bypoll
was necessitated after the
seat fell vacant following
the demise of SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav on
October 10.

The result of the bypoll
will be declared on
December 8.

SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav and MP Ramgopal
Yadav accompanied 44-
year-old Dimple during
the filing of nomination
papers at the District
Magistrate's office here.

However, no one from
Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohia) chief
Shivpal Singh Yadav's fam-
ily accompanied Dimple to

the DM's office.
Before submitting the

papers, Dimple, wife of
Akhilesh Yadav, touched
the feet of MP Ramgopal
Yadav.

After filing her nomina-
tion papers, Dimple said,
"Mainpuri gave recogni-
tion to 'netaji', and 'netaji'
gave recognition to
Mainpuri. Netaji's bless-
ings are with me, and in
the elections, the blessings
of the people of Mainpuri
will be with the SP."

Former MP from
Mainpuri Tej Pratap and
SP district president Alok
Sakya also accompanied
them. Filing of nomina-
tions has started and the
last date for filing nomi-
nations is November 17.

The BJP, which is aim-
ing to turn the apple cart
of SP in its stronghold
Mainpuri like it did re-
cently in Azamgarh and
Rampur, is yet to an-
nounce its nominee to

take on Dimple.
Speaking to reporters,

Akhilesh said, "This elec-
tion is taking place at a
time when 'netaji'

(Mulayam) is not among
us. Netaji had moved
ahead with the blessings
of the people of
Mainpuri.

"Today, I would appeal
to the people of Mainpuri
to move on the path
shown by 'netaji'. Dimple
is the candidate from

here, and I am sure that
the way in which people
here have supported (us),
in the name of 'netaji',
they will make her victo-
rious by a record mar-
gin."

The SP chief also said
the way in which 'netaji'
took forward the develop-
ment of Mainpuri, SP
people will not allow (any-
one) to "break this faith".

"The real tribute to
Netaji will be that Dimple
gets the entire votes (of
the constituency),"
Akhilesh said.

He said proposers of
Dimple Yadav were Alok
Shakya (SP's Mainpuri
district president),
Rajnarayan Batham, AH
Hashmi and Tej Pratap
Yadav.

The choice of pro-
posers shows the SP's ef-
forts to take along numer-
ically strong sections of
the voters in the
Mainpuri constituency.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought a re-
sponse from all high
courts on a 2019 plea seek-
ing a direction to the
Centre and all states for
taking steps to set up
Gram Nyayalayas' under
the supervision of the top
court. A bench of Justices
S A Nazeer and V
Ramasubramanian is-
sued notices to the regis-
trar general of all high
courts and made them
parties in the case.

The top court said the
high courts should be
made party as they are
the supervisory authority.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
the petitioner NGO
National Federation of

Societies for Fast Justice
and others, submitted be-
fore the bench that de-
spite a direction from the
top court in 2020, many
states have yet not taken
any action. These Gram
Nyayalayas' should be
such that people may be
able to articulate their
grievances without the
need of lawyer, Bhushan
said.

The matter is now post-
ed for next hearing on
December 5. The apex
court in 2020 had directed
the states, which are yet
to come out with notifica-
tions for establishing
Gram Nyayalayas', to do
so within four weeks, and
asked the high courts to
expedite the process of
consultation with state
governments on this

issue.
An Act passed by

Parliament in 2008 pro-
vided for the setting up of
Gram Nyayalayas' at the
grassroots level for pro-
viding access to justice to
citizens at the doorstep
and to ensure that oppor-
tunities for securing jus-
tice are not denied to any-
one by reason of social,
economic or other disabil-
ities.

The plea had said that
sections 5 and 6 of the
2008 Act provide that state
government in consulta-
tion with the high court
will appoint a
Nyayadhikari' for each
Gram Nyayalaya', who
will be a person eligible to
be appointed as a judicial
magistrate of the First
Class.

2 held in Noida for 
cheating on pretext of

currency exchange
Noida, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The police in Noida on
Monday said they have ar-
rested two Delhi-based
men who allegedly duped
people on the pretext of
providing them with for-
eign currency in return
for Indian money at low
exchange rates.

The accused were ar-
rested by Sector 142 police
station team after a case
was lodged against the duo
on Sunday on the com-
plaint of a local resident,
officials said.

"The accused had prom-
ised to provide the com-
plainant USD 15,000 in re-
turn for Rs 4.50 lakh in

Indian currency but ended
up cheating the com-
plainant," a police
spokesperson said.

"Mizanur Sheikh and
Mursaleem, both natives
of Bardhman in West
Bengal, are currently stay-
ing in East Delhi's
Seemapuri area. The duo
was near the Advant build-
ing in Noida when they
were held on Monday," the
spokesperson said.

The police have seized
Rs 41,500 cash, an
American dollar bill of
USD 20, five notes of Saudi
Arab's currency of denom-
ination 50, two mobile
phones and a knife from
them, the official said.

Odisha ‘sextortion’ case

ED seizes incriminating 
documents, digital evidence

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The ED on Monday said
it has seized "incriminat-
ing" documents, digital evi-
dence and mobile phones
during recent searches car-
ried out in connection with
a money-laundering probe
linked to an alleged "sextor-
tion" racket that recently
surfaced in Odisha.

The action was under-
taken against prime ac-
cused Archana Nag, her
husband Jagabandhu
Chand, his alleged aide
Khageshwar Patra and
Sharadhanjali Behera, an
associate of Nag, on
November 10. A total of
seven premises in the state
were searched, the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.

The raids were conducted
as part of an "ongoing
money-laundering investiga-
tion being carried out by the
ED in a high-profile sextor-
tion racket operated by
Archana Nag and her associ-
ates by targeting influential
and affluent persons", it
added. The money-launder-
ing probe stems from two
Odisha Police FIRs filed
against the accused. Nag and
Chand were arrested by the
police last month. They are
currently lodged in jail under
judicial custody. The ED ar-
rested Patra recently and he
is in the federal agency's cus-
tody till November 21, the
statement said.

Varanasi court postpones judgment on
plea seeking ‘Shivling’ worship till Nov 17

Varanasi (UP), Nov 14 (PTI): 

A fast-track court
on Monday post-
poned till November
17 its judgment on a
plea seeking permis-
sion to allow the wor-
ship of a "Shivling"
claimed to have been

found inside the Gyanvapi
mosque complex here.

Civil Judge (senior divi-
sion) Mahendra Pandey
postponed the judgment
till November 17,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Sulabh Prakash said.

After hearing the argu-
ments of both the sides to
the dispute, the court had,
on October 27, reserved its

order on the suit for
November 8.

As the judge was on
leave on November 8, the
matter was posted for
Monday.

On May 24, plaintiff
Kiran Singh, general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Vedic
Sanatan Sangh, filed the
suit in the Varanasi dis-
trict court, seeking a ban
on the entry of Muslims
into the Gyanvapi com-
plex, handing over of the
complex to the Sanatan
Sangh and permission to
offer prayers to the
"Shivling".

On May 25, District
Judge A K Vishvesh had
ordered the transfer of the
suit to the fast-track court.

The Varanasi district
magistrate, the police com-
missioner, the Anjuman
Intezamia Committee,
which manages the affairs
of the Gyanvapi mosque,
and the Vishwanath
Temple Trust were made
respondents in the suit.

On April 26, a lower
court (civil judge-senior
division) that was earlier
hearing a plea moved by a
group of women seeking
permission for the daily
worship of the idols of the
Hindu deities on the
mosque's outer walls had
ordered a videographic
survey of the Gyanvapi
complex.

The Hindu side had
claimed that a "Shivling"

was found inside the
mosque complex during
the exercise. However, the
Muslim side has main-
tained that the structure
was part of the fountain
mechanism at the "wa-
zookhana" reservoir,
where devotees carry out
ritual ablutions before of-
fering "namaz".

The Supreme Court had
transferred the case from
the civil judge senior divi-
sion to the district judge
on May 20 and observed
that looking at the "com-
plexities" and "sensitivity"
of the issue, it is better if a
senior judicial officer with
an experience of more
than 25-30 years handles
the case.

People visit a garden to witness autumn foilage following rains in Srinagar, Monday.

AUTUMN FOILAGE BJP workers clash
with cops during
protest rally over
dengue outbreak

Kolkata, Nov 14 (PTI):
Clashes broke out between
the police and BJP workers
here on Monday when ac-
tivists of the saffron camp,
during a protest over rising
cases of dengue in the city,
were stopped from march-
ing towards state minister
and Kolkata Mayor Firhad
Hakim's residence. The
state BJP youth wing, dur-
ing the day, took out a rally
from New Alipore area to
Chetla, where Hakim re-
sides, demanding answers
for alleged indifference of
the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation to the "wors-
ening dengue scenario"
here. BJP activists burnt
effigies of Hakim and
shouted slogans against
the TMC government in
the state. As the protesters
approached Hakim's resi-
dence, police personnel
stopped them, having put
up barricades across the
street that led to the
mayor's home.
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SC issues notice to HCs on plea for
setting up of Gram Nyayalayas

SP candidate Dimple Yadav files nomination for Mainpuri bypolls

SC to hear after 2 weeks CBI plea
against allowing Nirav Modi’s 

brother-in-law to travel abroad

2 associates of 
forest brigand

Veerappan released
CCooiimmbbaattoorree  ((TTNN)),,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Two associates of slain forest
brigand Veerappan were re-
leased from the Central jail
here in the early hours of
Monday, police said. Three per-
sons -- Madhaiyan (elder broth-
er of Veerappan), Andiyappan
and Perumal -- were arrested
for the murder of forest ranger
Chidambaranathan and two
forest department officials
near Sathyamangalam in Erode
district in July 1987. The trio
were sentenced to life impris-
onment and lodged in the
Central jail here and
Madhaiyan, who was shifted to
Salem prison died a few
months ago due to age-related
illness. Based on the pleas by
Human Right activists, the
Tamil Nadu government or-
dered the release of
Andiyappan and Perumal, who
came out after completing 32
years in prison, police said.

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Dimple Yadav with her husband and SP President Akhilesh
Yadav files nomination for the Mainpuri parliamentary constituency by-elections, in
Mainpuri, Monday.

Highways closed
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  Major highways
were closed and villages
in high-altitude areas cut
off due to heavy
overnight snowfall and
rains in Jammu and
Kashmir, with authorities
closing schools for
Monday in some districts
as a precautionary meas-
ure. The weather will be
overcast with the possibil-
ity of more rains or snow
for most part of the day,
according to the meteoro-
logical office. While traffic
movement was suspended
on the Srinagar-Leh high-
way due to snowfall in
Sonamarg and adjoining
areas, the Jammu-
Srinagar highway was
closed after heavy rains
triggered shooting stones
and mudslides between
Chanderkot and Banihal in

Ramban district.

Encounter
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: An encounter
broke out on Monday
between a team of army
personnel and unidenti-
fied militants in a forest
in Assam’s Tinsukia dis-
trict, a defence
spokesperson said. The
exchange of fire started
around 9.20 am in
Barpathar when the Army
team was patrolling the
area, he said. “The army
patrol party was out on
routine duty when the
encounter started. Details
are awaited. The opera-
tion is still going on,” he
said. Locals claimed that
they heard the sound of at

least one major explosion.

Kala Utsav 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The state-level
Kala Utsav, an event to
promote arts in educa-
tion, will be held from
November 21 to
November 26 in the
national capital, a circular
from the Delhi govern-
ment’s Directorate of
Education said. The Kala
Utsav is an initiative of
the Ministry of Education
under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme to pro-
mote arts in education by
nurturing and showcasing
the artistic talents of
school students. “The
event helps in enhancing
various skills of 
participants and prepares
them as ambassadors of

our culture. 

Dudhwa reopens
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii:: The
famous Dudhwa National
Park will open for nature
lovers and wildlife enthu-
siasts from November 15,
officials said on Monday.
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
field director Sanjay
Kumar Pathak said
tourism activities in
Dudhwa would be set in
motion after the formal
inauguration by Uttar
Pradesh forest and envi-
ronment minister Arun
Kumar on Tuesday.
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BRIEF

A man with a dog walks amid
foggy weather and a light

snowfall on the outskirts of
Srinagar, Monday.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Forced religious conver-
sion may pose a danger to
national security and im-
pinge on religious freedom
of citizens, the Supreme
Court said on Monday, and
asked the Centre to step in
and make sincere efforts
to tackle the “very seri-
ous” issue.

The court warned a
“very difficult situation”
will emerge if proselytisa-
tion through deception, al-
lurement and intimida-
tion is not stopped.

“The issue with respect
to the alleged conversion
of religion, if it is found to
be correct and true, is a
very serious issue which
may ultimately affect the
security of the nation as
well as the freedom of reli-
gion and conscience of the
citizens.

“Therefore, it is better
that the Union govern-
ment may make their
stand clear and file count-
er on what steps can be

taken by Union and/or
others to curb such forced
conversion maybe by
force, allurement or fraud-
ulent means,” a bench of
Justices M R Shah and
Hima Kohli said.

The court asked
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to enumerate meas-
ures to curb the practice.

“This is a very serious
matter. Sincere efforts are
to be made by the Centre
to stop forced conversions.
Otherwise very difficult
situation will come. Tell us
what action do you pro-
pose....You have to step in,”
the bench observed. Mehta

submitted before the top
court that the issue was
debated even in the
Constituent Assembly.

“There were two Acts.
One was by the Odisha
government and other one
by Madhya Pradesh deal-
ing with regulation of any
forcible conversion by de-
ceit, falsehood or fraud,
money. These issues came
before this court for con-
sideration and the top
court upheld the validity,”
Mehta said.

The solicitor general
said forced religious con-
versions are rampant in
tribal areas.

Many a time the victims
are not aware they are the
subject matter of criminal
offence and would say they
are being helped, Mehta
said.

The top court observed
there may be freedom of
religion but there cannot
be freedom of religion by
forced conversion.

It granted time till
November 22, 2022 to the
Centre to file its response
on the issue and posted the
matter for hearing on
November 28.

The apex court was
hearing a plea filed by ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre and
states to take stringent
steps to control fraudulent
religious conversion by
“intimidation, threaten-
ing, deceivingly luring
through gifts and mone-
tary benefits”.

The top court had on
September 23 sought re-
sponses from the Centre
and others to the plea.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):
A 28-year-old man alleged-
ly strangled his live-in
partner, chopped her body
into nearly 35 pieces, kept
them in a fridge for almost
three weeks and then
dumped them across the
city over several days, po-
lice said on Monday.

Details of the killing
and its grisly aftermath
came to light almost six
months later with the ar-
rest of Aftab Ameen
Poonawala, officials said.
Some chopped body parts
of the woman have been
found and police are look-
ing for the murder
weapon, they said.

The officials said the ac-
cused bought a 300-litre
fridge to keep the severed
body parts and used in-
cense sticks and room
freshners to suppress the
foul smell emanating from
the corpse. Poonawala and
Shraddha Walkar fell in
love while they were work-
ing at a call centre in
Mumbai. But their fami-
lies objected to the rela-

tionship as they were from
different faiths, prompting
the couple to move to
South Delhi’s Mehrauli
earlier this year, a senior
police official said.

“Around mid-May, the
couple had an argument
over marriage, which es-
calated and Poonawala
killed her,” Ankit
Chauhan, Additional DCP-
I, South district, said.

“The accused then cut
her body into over 35
pieces. He bought a 300
litre fridge to preserve the
body parts and stocked up
on incense sticks and

room freshners. He dis-
posed the pieces in differ-
ent parts of the city over
several days. He used to
step out past midnight to
dump the severed body
parts,” he added.

Chauhan said the
woman was not in proper
talking terms with her
family due to their differ-
ences over her relation-
ship with Poonawala.

According to a com-
plaint filed by the victim’s
father in Mumbai, one of
her friends informed them
in September that the
woman’s phone had been
unreachable for two
months. The complaint al-
leged that Poonawala used
to beat up Walkar on occa-
sions and that she had in-
formed her family about it
earlier.

“The woman’s father
called the accused up but
was told that the couple
had parted ways sometime
back. Unable to contact his
daughter, the man then
filed a missing com-
plaint,” Chauhan said.

10 members of Christian outfit booked
for religious conversion of children 

DDaammoohh::  An offence has been registered against 10 members
of a Christian organisation for alleged religious conversion
of children and other violations in Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh
district, police said on Monday. A first information report
(FIR) has been registered against 10 persons associated
with the organisation based on a complaint lodged by the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) on Sunday, an official said. 

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

A Tihar jail superin-
tendent has been sus-
pended for alleged in-
volvement in providing
special treatment to AAP
minister Satyendar Jain
who has been lodged in
the prison in a money
laundering case, sources
said on Monday.

Last week, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) claimed in a court
here that Jain was getting
special treatment inside
the Tihar Jail.

“Jail Superintendent of
Tihar Jail no. 7, Ajit
Kumar, DANICS, has
been suspended. He has
prima facie been found to
have committed irregu-

larities that warrant in-
quiry,” a source in the
prison department of the
Delhi Government said,
adding that the matter
was connected to Jain get-
ting special treatment in
the jail.

The ED had made the
submission before
Special Judge Vikas
Dhull while concluding
its arguments opposing
Jain’s plea against the
money laundering case.

“Unknown persons
were giving massages and
foot massages to Jain,
even beyond curfew
hours. He was given spe-
cial food,” said Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) S
V Raju, appearing for the
ED.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Karnataka Congress
president D K Shivakumar
on Monday appeared be-
fore the Enforcement
Directorate in Delhi for a
fresh round of question-
ing in the National Herald
money laundering case.

This is the second time
that the federal agency is
recording his statement in
the case that has been reg-
istered under the criminal
sections of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The 60-year-old
former Karnataka cabinet
minister told reporters he
has furnished all docu-
ments sought by the
agency in connection with
the probe and that he had
to depose again despite

seeking a three-week de-
ferment of the summons.
“They have summoned me
again on the Young Indian

issue...I had sent some pa-
pers to them (ED) but
probably they are not sat-
isfied.” “We respect them,
we respect the summons
and we respect the institu-
tion. There is nothing to
hide and whatever we
have given (as a donation
to Young Indian) is for
charitable work,” he said.

Shivakumar and his MP
brother D K Suresh have
donated an unspecified
amount of money in the
past to Young Indian.

“There is nothing wrong
in this (giving dona-
tion)...many well-wishers
have done so,”
Shivakumar, who said he
came straight from the
Mahakal temple in Ujjain
for his deposition, told re-
porters.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

The CBI will soon an-
nounce a reward of Rs one
lakh for providing infor-
mation on IRS officer
Santosh Karnani who is
absconding since October
4 after his name surfaced
in Rs 30 lakh alleged
bribery case, officials said.

The central probe
agency has also moved a
special court seeking a
warrant against the offi-
cer as he has “not joined
the investigation” after
four notices from the CBI,
they said.

The officer posted as
Additional Income Tax
Commissioner Class-I in
Ahmedabad had allegedly
demanded Rs 30 lakh bribe

from a builder on October
3 to be channelled through
‘Dhara Angadia Firm’ in
the city.

The builder had com-
plained to the Anti-
Corruption Branch of
Ahmedabad Police, which
launched a trap operation
on October 4, but the offi-
cer allegedly managed to
give them a slip, they said.

Karnani was trans-
ferred to Guwahati nearly
a week after the trap oper-
ation but he has not joined
the office and is on “unau-
thorised leave”, they said.

The Gujarat govern-
ment handed over the mat-
ter to the CBI which has is-
sued four notices so far but
the officer did not join the
investigation.

CHILDREN’S DAY

President Droupadi Murmu being greeted by students during an event on the occasion
of Children’s Day, at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi, Monday.

Gaurav Dwivedi
appointed Prasar

Bharati CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior IAS officer
Gaurav Dwivedi was on
Monday appointed the Chief
Executive Officer of public
broadcaster Prasar Bharati. A
1995-batch officer of
Chhattisgarh cadre, Dwivedi
will have a five-year tenure
from the date he assumes
charge. Earlier, Dwivedi was
the Chief Executive Officer of
MyGovIndia, the citizen
engagement platform of the
government. Shashi Shekhar
Vempati was the CEO of
Prasar Bharati from 2017 to
2022. After Vempati complet-
ed his five-year tenure,
Director General of
Doordarshan Mayank
Agrawal was given the addi-
tional charge of CEO Prasar
Bharati in June this year. 

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju mounted a fresh at-
tack on the country’s first
prime minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, on the
Kashmir issue on
Monday, claiming that he
moved the United
Nations under the wrong
Article after Pakistan’s
invasion, thereby making
it a party to the dispute
instead of an aggressor.

Rijiju also said Nehru
let the “myth” of a UN-
mandated plebiscite per-
petuate and created the
“divisive” Article 370 of
the Constitution.

“Nehru rejected
Maharaja Hari Singh’s
plea to accede to India not

just once but thrice,” he
wrote on Twitter. The
Lok Sabha member of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) from
Arunachal Pradesh also
hit out at Hari Singh’s
son Karan Singh, saying
he presented a “sanitised
history, resorted to poor
wordplay, and, that too, in
a roundabout way to
somehow extricate
Nehru” on the then
prime minister delaying
the accession of Kashmir.

The law minister made
these remarks in an opin-
ion piece for the News 18
portal, which he shared
on his Twitter handle.

The fresh attack on the
Congress slalwart came
on his birth anniversary.

“Nehru was aware
even in June 1947 that all
that Hari Singh wanted
was to join the Indian do-
minion. Nehru stated as
much in his note to
Mountbatten (the last
viceroy of India),” Rijiju
wrote.

He said it was time for
the citizens of the coun-
try to rebuff attempts to
falsify history and stand
true to the people of
Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh.

“The people of this re-
gion, along with the rest
of India, deserve to know
the truth of what actually
happened during those
tumultuous months and
years,” the minister
wrote.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has di-
rected the varsities to
make necessary changes
in their statutes and ordi-
nances to enable the en-
gagement of Professors of
Practice in their institu-
tions.

“To enable Higher
Educational Institutions
to hire professional ex-
perts, the UGC has created
a new position called
Professor of Practice’
(PoP) and already pub-
lished guidelines for en-
gaging them,” UGC secre-
tary PK Thakur said in a
letter to varsities.

“The vice chancellors of
universities and the col-
lege principals are re-

quested to initiate steps to
necessary changes in their
statutes, ordinances, rules
and regulations to enable
the engagement of PoP in
their institutions,”
Thakur said.

The commission has
also sought an action
taken report in this re-
gard.

Professor of Practice is
a common practice across
the world. PoPs, who are
primarily non-tenured fac-
ulty members, are in
vogue in many universi-
ties such as Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT), Harvard University,
Stanford University, SOAS
University of London,
Cornell University, and
University of Helsinki to
name a few.

In India too, PoPs are ap-
pointed at the Indian
Institutes of Technology
in Delhi, Madras and
Guwahati.

The UGC had last month
notified that universities
and higher education in-
stitutions will now be able
to hire distinguished ex-
perts as faculty members
under the “Professors of
Practice in Universities
and Colleges” category for
which formal academic
qualification and publica-
tion requirements will not
be mandatory.

According to the guide-
lines, the number of PoPs
in a higher education in-
stitute (HEI), at any point
in time, should not exceed
10 per cent of the sanc-
tioned posts and be en-

gaged in three categories
— funded by industries,
funded by HEIs from their
own resources, and on an
honorary basis.

The maximum duration
of service at a given insti-
tution should not exceed
three years, extendable by
one year in exceptional
cases, the guidelines said.

The faculty members
under the scheme will be
engaged in three cate-
gories — PoP funded by in-
dustries, PoP engaged by
HEIs from their own re-
sources and PoP on an
honorary basis.

The engagement of PoP
will be for a fixed term.
Their hiring will be exclu-
sive of the sanctioned
posts of a university or
college.

Bengaluru, Nov 14 (PTI):

An insurance compa-
ny which challenged the
compensation of Rs 11.39
lakh awarded by a Motor
Vehicle Claims Tribunal
in a road accident case
has been ordered by the
Karnataka High Court
(HC) to pay around Rs 45
lakh to the victim.

The National
Insurance Company ap-
proached the HC with an
appeal against the 2015
judgment of the Motor
Vehicle Tribunal which
ordered it to pay com-
pensation of Rs 11,39,340
to one Alwin Lobo, an
engineering student.
Lobo was travelling with

his brother on a motor-
bike which was involved
in an accident with an
auto-rickshaw. He sus-
tained severe injuries
and spent several
months in hospital. He
sustained “permanent
injury” to his head as
well.

The compensation
awarded was challenged
by the company which
claimed that driver
Lokesh Gowda was a
neighbour of Lobo and,
to help them get compen-
sation, the accident was
made up. It claimed that
only the two-wheeler
was involved in the acci-
dent and not the auto-
rickshaw. Being the in-

surer of the auto-rick-
shaw, it was ordered to
pay compensation.

Justice H P Sandesh,
who heard the petition,
in his recent judgment,
said: “In order to come to
a conclusion that it was
a case of fraud and im-
plication of the vehicle,
no ample material is
placed before the Court.
When such being the
case, I do not find any
ground to reverse the
findings of the
Tribunal...”

Though the victim had
not appealed for en-
hancement of compen-
sation, the HC invoked a
rule from the Civil
Procedure Code.

Insurance company challenges compensation 
awarded by tribunal, ends up paying four times more

Make necessary changes in statutes, ordinances
to hire Professors of Practice: UGC to varsities

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju fires fresh
salvo on Nehru on Kashmir issue

CBI to announce reward
on ‘absconding’ IRS officer

National Herald case

Congman Shivakumar appears before ED again

Congress Karnataka
President DK Shivakumar
at ED office for questioning
regarding National Herald
money laundering case, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Tihar Jail superintendent 
suspended over alleged VIP treatment

to AAP minister Satyendar Jain

Man kills live-in partner
Chops body into 35 pieces

Forced religious conversion may
pose danger to national security: SC



Shrimad Bhagwat week
commences with Shobha Yatra

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: A week-
long Shrimad Bhagwat
Gyan Yajna is scheduled
from November 15 at Kali
Bari Nehru Nagar. On
Monday evening, a grand
Shobha Yatra was organ-
ised where the Katha
Vachak Acharya Jugal
Kishore Dwivedi performed

the puja rituals of the
"Bhagwat". The uniqueness
of this Bhagwat week is
that it is being organised by
all women organisation,
Astha Mandali. On
November 15 the Bhagwat
Katha narration with begin
with Gowardhan Leela. The
story telling will be done
from 14:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs
every day.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1144:: The eighth edi-
tion of Inter School MGM Fest
sets off with a grand opening
ceremony on Monday in the
CCET campus jointly hosted by
Mar Baselios Vidhya Bhawan,
Christian College of
Engineering and Technology
and Saint Thomas College
Kailash Nagar organised by
The Diocesan-Mission
Education Board Bhilai of
MGM Group of Institutions.
The Chief guest was Thomas
Chacko, DIG Sashatra Seema
Bal, Bhilai while V Rev Thomas
Ramban, Vice President, St
Thomas Mission, chaired the
event. 

A grand Torch rally started
from the memorial of late
lamented HG Stephanos Mar
Diocesius the founder bishop
by lighting the flame from the

lamp of his memorial
and passed through
the streets of Kailsh
nagar culminating
into the venue of the
MGM Fest.

Programme start-
ed with lighting of
MGM Fest flame by
chief guest followed
by hoisting of MGM
Fest flag. An impres-
sive March past by
the 14 school contin-
gents from various
schools was the high-
light of the opening
ceremony. In his wel-
come speech rev Fr PS
Varghese executive vice chair-
man of CCET reminded the au-
dience that the day also coin-
cides with the birthday of
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru first
Prime Minister of India. In his
presidential address Very Rev

Thomas Ramban Vice presi-
dent of Calcutta diocese asked
the children to participate in
the true spirit of the games
and take this opportunity to
showcase their talent. 

In his address as Chief Guest
Thomas Chacko DIG, SSB said

that he was impressed by the
cultural performance of the
students and advised students
to always remain fit by doing
exercise and participate in the
MGM fest without worrying
about win or loss. He congratu-
lated once again the students,

teachers and the
whole team of MGM
Fest. Rev Fr Jacob
Thomas Diocesan
Secretary in His
Felicitation Address
blessed all The
Students and told
that we sacrifice our
today for the better
future of students.

Synchronized dis-
play of aerobics by
400 students of Mar
Baselios Vidhya
Bhawan was the at-
traction of the day.
Students of MGM

Raipur presented a melodious
prayer song

Also present on the occasion
were Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese
(Diocesan Education Officer),
Rev Fr Kurian John (Vice
President MBVB), Rev Fr Aju
Varghese (Treasurer St

Thomas Mission), Prof Dr
Tharakan  (Principal MGM
school Sector-6), Prof MG
Roymon Principal (St Thomas
College), Dipali Soren
(Principal CCET) and BVK
Reddy (Principal MBVB).

Around 2000 students and
150 teachers from 26 institu-
tions of MGM group from
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Arunachal Pradesh, West
Bengal, Orissa, and Nagaland
are participating in this Fest. 

Competitions are being con-
ducted in 36 cultural and 34
sports events spread over 2
days. On line events for some
events have already started
from November 11. A colourful
Cultural Nite was organised in
the evening to provide plat-
form to students to showcase
their hidden talent socially in-
teract with one another.

Saroj Pandey inaugurates
Swadeshi Khadi Mahotsava 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Swadeshi
Khadi Exhibition was in-
augurated at Weldex
Ground, Civic Centre (in
front of Kala Mandir) by
Rajya Sabha member Saroj
Pandey. A large number of
dignitaries of the city were
present to encourage the
craftsmen.

Saroj Pandey said that
such events should be or-
ganised regularly in the
city so that the citizens can
get the handicrafts and
products from across the
country under one roof.
She further said that ac-
cording to the intentions of
the union government, the
handicrafts are being made
available by the craftsmen

at very affordable prices in
the Swadeshi Khadi exhi-
bition. These initiatives
are taking the country to-
wards self-reliance and
prosperity. At the same
time, she called upon the
citizens to use Khadi for
the unity, integrity and
prosperity of the country
and to make the country-
men self-reliant.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14:
International Naturopathy
Organization (INO) is mak-
ing preparations in the dis-
tricts and urban rural
areas of Chhattisgarh to or-
ganize the fifth National
Naturopathy Day on
November 18. The basic ob-
jective of this event is to
promote positive mental
and physical health
through the drugless sys-
tem of medicine, known as
Naturopathy.

INO's State Convenor
Manoj Thackeray said that
the first Naturopathy Day
was observed in the year
2018. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had de-
clared that November 18
will be celebrated as
National Naturopathy Day.

Programs are organized
every year by the
International Naturopathy
Organization at the district
level, block level and rural
areas of all the states in
India.

This year in collabora-
tion with National Institute
of Naturopathy, Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of
India, Surya Foundation is
going to organize more
than 1000 "Arogya and

Counselling Camps" in the
districts of all the states of
the country from 18
November 2022 to 31 March
2023. Through these camps,
the knowledge and benefits
of naturopathy will be

highlighted.
In this sequel, a natur-

opathy camp and exhibi-
tion on this subject was or-
ganized at BSP's JLN
Hospital, Sector 9 on
November 18. A 7-member
delegation of INO recently
met Dr Ravindranath M
and Dr Pramod Binayake
and discussed about the
camp and exhibition.

INO state coordinator
Manoj Thackeray, chief ad-
visor Bhanuji Rao and sen-
ior member Dr Laxprad,
state secretary Kishore
Kannoje, environmentalist
Baluram Verma, yoga
teacher Vinod Rai, publici-
ty head Aditya Tandon,
Naturopathy practitioner
Dr Nirmala Gupta, Dr
Pramod Namdev, Mohan
Gayaki and other members
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Caster 1 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Steel Melting Shop 3 (SMS 3)
has achieved another mile-
stone by creating a new
daily record of 32 heats on
November 13, 2022, shatter-
ing the previous everbest

record of 28 heats on
February 22, 2022. The en-
tire rail bloom requirement
of the Plant's Universal Rail
Mill (URM) met from this
caster.CV1 caster of SMS 3
is one of the prime produc-
tion units of BSP. SMS 3 also
supplies cast billets to the
Modex unit Bar and Rod

Mill and other units like
Merchant Mill and Wire Rod
mill. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge and
other senior executives of
SAIL- Bhilai Steel Plant con-
gratulated the SMS-3 team
and it's associated depart-
ments for the milestone
achieved by SMS-3.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: The 37th
Cub Bulbul rally was or-
ganised by Education
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Bharat Scout Guide Zila
Sangh Bhilai at Maitri
Garden, on November 14,
2022. It was inaugurated
by Shikha Dubey, GM
Education Bhilai Steel
Plant and Chief
Commissioner District
Scout & Guide Bhilai.

In her inaugural ad-
dress, Dubey said that
Cub and Bulbul activities
help in physical mental
and social development. It
inculcates values of disci-
pline, responsibilities and
teaches students to face
any adverse situation in
life. She praised  Rovers
and Rangers for their
praise worthy gesture of

helping the needy during
covid times.

Sumita Sarkar, District
Commissioner Guides,
Madhuri Jaltare,
Treasurer District
Association Scout Guide
were also present. 300
cubs-bulbuls from nine
different BSP schools par-
ticipated in the colourful

events. The event began
with flag hoisting, flag
song followed by Prayers.

Many other interesting
competitions like
Drawing competition, Cub
Bulbul tree competition,
niyam pratigya, fancy
dress, rope climbing, rope
walking and group dance
competition were organ-

ised. The centre of attrac-
tion of fancy dress compe-
tition was the corona vac-
cine and mobile usage
during corona time.

The group dance was
coloured with patriotic
fervour and love for ani-
mals and trees. The havoc
created by deforestation
was well presented by the

cub bulbuls and the
colourful attire of the stu-
dents depicting different
characters was equally
impressive.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR) was the
Chief Guest during the
Valedictory function. On
this occasion, he appreci-
ated the efforts made by
Cubs & Bulbuls. He gave
away prizes to the win-
ners of various competi-
tions. He asked students
to imbibe the Motto
"koshish karo" in their
life. Overall champi-
onship was bagged by
EMMS VII.

The programme was
compered by Manish
Tiwari and Sheetal
Sharma. Vote of thanks
was proposed by Ruby
Burman Roy, Principal
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector-7.

MVN celebrates Children’s
Day & Gurunanak Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: Children's
Day and Guru Nanak
Jayanti was celebrated at
Maitri Vidya Niketan,
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali
with great enthusiasm
and zeal in the gracious
presence of President
MECA Rajam
Sudhakaran, Director
MECA S Sajeev, Director &
Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi, Vice Principal,

Dr Beena Sajeev, Head
Mistress Nishi Sajan,
Teachers and students.
The programme com-
menced with beautiful
thoughts on Children's
Day and Gurunanak
Jayanti. Teachers present-
ed beautiful melodies of
song and dance disguised
as children. Later
Children also performed
beautiful dance numbers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Principal Dr Sajitha
Thambi greeted the stu-

dents and exhorted them
to be good human beings
with good moral values.
She also said, the dedica-
tion that all the teachers
show towards the students
is amazing as their
thoughts start and end
with them.

The function concluded
with prize distribution for
various competition held
within and outside school.
The programme was coor-
dinated by Literary Club
and Interact club.

Girl becomes SHO of Supela
Police Station for a day 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 14: A girl stu-
dent of Class 4th took over
as Station House Officer of
Supela Police Station on
the occasion of Children's
Day on Monday. A tour of
Supela Police Station was
organised for the students
of Government School
Supela and Shiva Public
School.

They were detailed
about the working of the
police department, daily
routine works, CCTNS,
Mahila Help Desk,
Lockup, First Information
Report, various sections of
IPC, cyber fraud, etc.

The students were de-
tailed about good touch -
bad touch, self defence as
well as career in police de-
partment. At the outset,

the programme began
with the state song "Arpa
Pairi Ke Dhar". The stu-
dents presented poems
and Chhattisgarhi songs.

Shristi Verma, a stu-
dent of Class 4 of Shiva
Public School was given
the opportunity to act as
SHO of Supela Police
Station for a day. After
taking charge of the of-
fice, Shristi asked an in-

nocent question, "we get
holidays in school, don't
you have holidays". The
police officers welcomed
the innocent SHO with
flower bouquets.

Token gifts were dis-
tributed among the chil-
dren. They were sensi-
tised about their duties
towards the nation. The
students expressed de-
sire to become police offi-

cers to make the society
crime free.

After the conclusion of
the programme, all the
students were dropped to
their respective schools.
Bhilai Nagar CSP Nikhil
Rakhecha (IPS), Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela), ASI Sangeeta
Mishra (Raksha Team)
and staff of Supela Police
Station were present.
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‘Cub-Bulbul Utsav’ organised at Maitri GardenSMS-3's Caster 1 creates
New Daily Record of 32 Heats

Naturopathy camp and exhibition at JLNH on Nov 18

Inter School MGM Fest kicks off to a Colourful Start 
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GEMS Kids mesmerizes audience

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: “ Five times
you praise your child before
scolding once, said Dr Varsha
Varwandkar, leading coun-
selor for Child Psychology
while speaking as chief guest
of GEMS Kids Carnival
‘Kilkari’ organized on Monday
at the school auditorium
here. The occasion was excit-
ing as it coincided with
Children’s Day and students
of pre-primary and primary
section got an opportunity to
show case their talents on the
stage. They set the stage on
fire with their scintillating
dance performances one
after the other and kept the
audience tied to their seats
till the end. It was no less
than making the audience
feel that angels have
descended down on the lawns
of the school in different
attractive coloured dresses.
These angels occupied the

stage and forced the audi-
ence to dance at their places.
The different cultural pro-
grammes were more like a
bouquet of flowers displaying
unity in diversity as almost all
the dance forms of different
states, community and lan-
guage were performed on the
stage. Earlier academic rank
holders of pre-primary sec-
tion were feted at the hands
of chief guest and school
management committee
office bearers. At the begin-
ning guests were accorded

warm welcome which was
followed by a melodious wel-
come song prepared by the
tiny children of pre-primary
section under the watchful
eyes of music teachers Vijay
Shankar Jha and Rupendra
Shrivastav. Likewise
saraswati vandana by little
musical choir group also stole
the show. School Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in his wel-
come speech underlined the
importance of celebrating
‘Kilkari’ and mentioned that
as per the aspirations of

school management little
kids have been given the
opportunity to show their tal-
ents. The similar views were
echoed by Shri Gujrati
Shikshan Sangh (GSS)
Executive Committee presi-
dent Narayan Bhai Patel, sec-
retary Ashok Bhai Patel while
addressing the parents and
children.  Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar read out the
profile of chief guest  Dr
Varsha Varwandkar and men-
tioned her as a multitalented
person with a rich experience
in understanding child psy-
chology. Pre-primary wing in-
charge Nivedita Ghose pro-
posed vote of thanks. The
guests present on the occa-
sion were GSS VP Jayanti
Bhai Patel, Treasurer Jayant
Bhai Taunk, Co-Secretaries
Vithal Bhai Patel and Jayesh
Bhai Pathalia, Academic
Coordinator Bhaskar Sharma,
Hindi Medium Principal Anis
Memon, HM  Prakash Patel
and GSS Registrar Ashok
Jachak.          

CM offers rich tributes to 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 

Raipur, Nov 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid floral tributes to the
first Prime Minister Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru of India
on his birth anniversary, at
his residence office today. In
his congratulatory remarks
on Children’s Day, he said
that Pt. Nehru loved chil-
dren. He was fondly known
as ‘Chacha Nehru’ by chil-
dren. Children’s Day is cele-
brated on Pt. Nehru’s birth-
day in recognition of this af-
fection and love. On this oc-
casion, Yashoda Verma,
MLA of Khairagarh, was
also present.

Baghel said the state gov-

ernment is following in the
footsteps of Pt. Nehru and
has made many important
decisions. To provide quali-
ty education to the children,
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools have been
established. The same is
being done for Hindi-medi-

um schools; the
“Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana” has been launched
by the state to eliminate
malnutrition among chil-
dren. As a result of which
more than 2 lakh children
have been freed of malnu-
trition

Cleanliness is everyone’s responsibility: Dr. Tekam

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: On the occa-
sion of Children’s Day, the birth
anniversary of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of India, School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam honoured 26
schools of 11 districts of
Chhattisgarh with State Level
Cleanliness Award at Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya
Auditorium located in the
Science College campus,
Raipur.  The program was joint-
ly organised by UNICEF and
Government of Chhattisgarh. In
this, 20 schools were awarded
on overall performance and six
schools for best performance in
sub-categories. School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam while addressing
the function said that competi-
tion is organised among

schools to promote cleanliness.
It is the responsibility of the
child, parents and the school
administration to keep the
schools clean. In schools where
all these three have equal par-
ticipation, there is cleanliness
and greenery all around. He
said that cleanliness is not the
responsibility of any one per-
son, but it is the responsibility
of every citizen of the house,
society, community and coun-
try. We should understand the
importance and benefits of
cleanliness. Due to lack of
cleanliness, dangerous infec-
tious diseases and deadly dis-
eases spread. We should adopt

cleanliness in our daily life. 
Dr. Tekam said that it is a

matter of pride for the state
that Tagore International
School, Sakri, Takhatpur in
Bilaspur district has been
selected for the National
Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar to
be organised by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India
on  November 19th at New
Delhi. He informed that 39
schools across the country
have been selected for the
National Award 2022 for this
national level award. Dr. Tekam
said that around eight lakh
schools across the country,
including 55,217 schools in

Chhattisgarh, have participated
in the Swachh Vidyalaya
Puraskar, 2021-22. The state of
Chhattisgarh has secured the
third position in the country
with a record of 97.7 per cent
application submission for max-
imum school participation in
the Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar
2021-22. Managing Director
Samagra Shiksha, Narendra
Kumar Dugga informed that
this award is given in two cate-
gories, in which overall per-
formance in all sub-categories
(total score) and best perform-
ance in each sub-category i.e.
water, toilet, washing, opera-
tion, maintenance- It is given
for maintenance, capacity
building and behavior change
and preparedness for COVID-
19. He said that there should be
a competition for cleanliness in
schools at district level, block
level and cluster level. Which
will give better results next
year. The program was also
addressed by the State Head of
UNICEF Mr. Jab Zakaria.

BoB celebrates ‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: Bank of Baroda
(BoB), a leading public sector
bank in India,  announced to
celebrate Baroda Kisan
Pakhwada from November 15
to 29 and Baroda Kisan Diwas
from November 30. The fifth
edition of ‘Baroda Kisan
Pakhwada’, a program
designed to connect with farm-
ers, will start from  November
15 and will continue for the

next two weeks. The main
objective of this initiative is to
acknowledge and honour the
contribution of the farming
community to the economic
development of our country,
and the program includes
organising knowledge series
and felicitation programs,
along with various activities to
connect with farmers.  This
two-week long pan-India initia-
tive will culminate on
November 30, 2022, under
which a large number of farm-
ers will be benefited through
various means. The bank will
organize its public relations
program at various places by

strictly following the norms set
by the government and local
administration in the context of
Covid-19. In the last 4 editions
of ‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’,
about 57,640 programs (includ-
ing real and virtual chaupal,
Kisan Mela, and soil, animal
and health camps for farmers)
have been organised by the
bank to reach out to 10,84,030
farmers. The bank has also
been awarded by Limca Book of
Records for organising the
largest farmer outreach pro-
gram in the year 2018. In the
same sequence, Bank of
Baroda, Regional Office Raipur
will also celebrate Baroda

Kisan Pakhwada from
November 15 to 29 and Baroda
Farmers Day on November 30.
This program will be inaugu-
rated at the regional level by
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Anmay
Kumar Mishra and Regional
Head, Raipur, Mr. Amit
Banerjee, Bank Network.
Under this programme, all
branches of Raipur region will
organize Kisan Chaupal and
meetings in their respective
areas. During this, information
about various schemes of the
bank will be provided to the
farmers and farmers will also
be honoured.

Two nabbed with banned tablets worth Rs 1.50 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14: It was
on tip from an informer
Amanaka police came to
know that two persons
are waiting for customers
to sell banned cough
syrups and psychotropic
drugs on way to
Nandanvan at
Chandandih under
Amanaka Police thana
area. So the Amanaka
police team reached the
site and nabbed the two
accused with banned
Spasmo tablet in his
pockets. On asking for
producing documents
in support he could not
and tried to mislead the
team.

A total of 2880 pieces

of banned Spasmo tablets
were recovered in posses-

sion of two accused
worth Rs 1.50 lakh and a
case under section 22 of
Narcotics Act was filed
against them. The two ac-
cused nabbed are Bharat
Jagat S/o Indro Jagat
(27), R/o Station Chowk,
Kumhari, Mahamaya
Road, Odisha Basti,
Thana Kumhari district
Durg and Santram Dhruv
S/o Rama Dhruv (33), R/o
Gram Chandandih, be-
tween Durga Chowk
para,Thana Amanaka.

SEC has sent panel of names 
to AICC for approval

Central Chronicle News

Raipur/Bhanupratapur,
Nov 14: The State Election
Committee (SEC) meeting
of PCC in context of
Bhanupratapur by-poll
was held at Rajiv Bhavan
and as per sources panel of
two names have been fi-
nalised  and have been
sent to the AICC for final
approval. CM Bhupesh
Baghel without disclosing
the names of any candi-
dates said that panel of
names has been sent to
AICC and it would be fi-
nalised in a day or two. On
the first day of filing of
nomination papers, one of

the party worker from
Gondwana Gantantra
Party (GGP) Ghanshyam
Juri of Gram Palewa,
Tehsil Charama has filed
his nomination paper here
on Monday

The meeting of State
Election Committee of
PCC for Bhanupratapur
by-poll was held in Rajiv
Bhavan here on Monday
morning and it was at-
tended by PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, CM
Bhupesh Baghel, District
in-Charge Anila Bhedia,
AICC secy. Rajesh Tiwari,
general secy. In-charge
Amarjeet Chawla, gen.
secy. (admn) Ravi Ghosh,
District in-charge gen.

secy. Piyush Kosare and
DCC President Subhadra
Salam.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
after the meeting speaking
to section of media per-
sons informed that in this
meeting, discussions were
held on the probable
names for the
Bhanupratapur by-poll
and the election strategy
for the same was also dis-
cussed. He informed that
panel of two names has
been finalised, but did not
disclosed the names and
added that it has been for-
warded to the party High
Command for final ap-
proval. CM Baghel said
that declaration of name

for the by-poll will be made
in a day or two.

Speaking further CM in-
formed that in-charge of
election managment sami-
ti of Congress has also
being finalised in the
meeting and in this
Minister Anila Bhedia and
Piyush Kaushik have been
appointed as in-charge
and have asked them to
form committees at block
and district level to start
ground-works and prepa-
rations for the
Bhanupratapur by-poll at
the earliest.
Aman Mandavi purchase

nomination form
On the other hand, as

per reports from Kanker,

Aman Mandavi, S/o late
Manoj Mandavi reached
the Collector’s office in
Bhanupratpur along with
proposers of Savitri
Mandavi and purchased
the nomination form.
Terming Monday as the
birthday of his father late
Manoj Mandavi, Aman in-
formed that it is an auspi-
cious day to purchase the
nomination form for one
of the strong candidates
for Bhanupratapur by-
poll. But so far no official
information in this regard
has been made by PCC.

Ram Babu Pandey of
JCC joins Cong

As per further reports
in this regard from
Bhanupratpur, JCC leader
Ram Babu Pandey has
joined Congress fold and
he joined the party in the
presence of PCC Chief
Mohan Markam. On the
other hand, from Sarv
Adivasi Samaj (SAS)
which has made declara-
tion to field candidates
from every village, a total
of more than 50 persons
have purchased nomina-
tion forms here on
Monday.

CM says that name
will be finalised in a
day or two

Meeting of State
Election Committee
of PCC held

Aman Mandavi pur-
chase nomination
form for Savitri
Mandavi

Were looking for
customer in
Chandandih of
Nandanvan area

At  GEMS Kids
Carnival ‘Kilkari’

The children presenting a dance titled ‘Tango Tribe’(inset)

chief guest along with GSS president and Principal Dr

Shailesh Sharma. 

26 schools of the
state felicitated
with cleanliness
award

Inauguration of fifth
edition of ‘Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada
from Nov 15-29 

 On his birth anniversary

CM on tour to
R’gaon today

Raipur, Nov 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
will inaugurate and dedi-
cate development works
worth Rs 46.56 cr in
Dongargarh VS area of
Rajnandgaon District under
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme tomorrow and
would distributed materials
to 71 beneficiaries of Gram
Ghumnka and Belgaon
worth Rs 8.69 lakh.



Ryan Int’l School celebrates Children’s Day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14:
Children’s Day is a day of
celebration for all the
children of India.
Children are the happi-
ness of everyone, be it so-
ciety, home for the future
of the country.” Every
child is a different kind of
flower and together they
make a beautiful garden”.
We really cannot ignore
the involvement of chil-
dren and their contribu-
tion in our life. Children
are the gift of God sent to
us to nurture them. So to
honour this replicas of
God’s creation, we cele-
brate Children’s day
every year on 14th
November.

Ryan International
school, Raipur celebrated
the much awaited
Children’s Day focusing
children and their enjoy-
ment of living the life in a
simple yet graceful man-
ner keeping the theme

obedience. Chairman ,Dr
A F. Pinto and Managing
Director, Dr. Madam
Grace Pinto, always have
a special place for all the
children of Ryan family.
The special assembly
was conducted for the stu-
dents and they were wel-
comed by their class
teachers in a very heart
touching manner by cut-
ting cakes. To start the
day of celebration we had
Lord’s prayer, Bible vers-

es and special prayer to
thank the Almighty for
conferring on us such lov-
ing children. The celebra-
tion was in its zenith
when the teachers togeth-
er sang to the tune of wor-
ship songs. Interesting
games were organized by
the teachers to make the
celebration much more
entertaining. The celebra-
tion also showcased musi-
cal skit by the teachers.
The celebration also in-

cluded musical instru-
mental orchestra by the
teachers (old hits of gold-
en era). Football and
Cricket match were or-
ganized for U-10 to U-18
(Boys and Girls separate-
ly) which was highly ap-
preciated by all the stu-
dents. Chairman Dr A.F
Pinto’s message for the
children was read by
Ryan President Ms.
Tanisha Chandhok where
he blessed his students all
the best in all their en-
deavours. The special cel-
ebration ended with Ryan
song, School Anthem and
National Anthem.
Activities were also con-
ducted in various classes
according to the guide-
lines.

The special assembly
for Children’s Day cele-
bration was informative
which was enjoyed by all
the students. There was a
giggle on the face of every
Ryanite by the end of the
day.

FETE- stole heart at Children’s
Day of Monnet DAV

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 14:
Monnet DAV Public
School, Mandir Hasaud,
Raipur has celebrated the
birth anniversary of the
first Prime Minister of
India, Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru as the Children’s
Day on 14th November
2022 in the lush green am-
bience of the school play-

ground.
B. Mohapatra, Chief

Executive Officer, JSW
Ispat Special Products Ltd.
Raipur and Chairman -
LMC of school has extend-
ed his gracious presence
as the Chief Guest,
B.B.Beherra, Vice
President, Finance
Department, JSW Ispat

Special Products Ltd.
Raipur and Nominee
Chairman -LMC of the
school and Guest of
Honour, Mahendra Rajput,
General Manager, HR&
Admin. JSW Ispat Special
Products Ltd. Raipur and
Dr. Sunil Sharma, Chief
Medical Officer,
Occupational Health
Centre, JSW Ispat Special
Products Ltd. Raipur were
present as the Special
Invitee. The Chief Guest
along with other digni-
taries inaugurated the
FETE- a funfair by cutting
the ribbon. The Chief
Guest also lit the lamp and
garlanded the portrait of
Pt Jawarlal Nehru. All the
guests were welcomed by
the Principal presenting
the bouquets. While ad-
dressing the students on

the occasion, the chief
guest said, “I wish if I
were the child like you, I
would have enjoyed my
childhood again and relish
the moment.” Thereafter
the guests paid the visit to
all the food stalls and tast-
ed food. FETE-a funfair
was the main attraction of
the celebration. Various
food items were available
for sale like Samosa,
Kachori, Chaat, Bhel,
sweets, ice-creams, sand-
wich, dahibada along with
amusing games. Children
also enjoyed swings like
Trampoline and Mickey
Mouse etc. At the end, chil-
dren sang melodious
songs and danced on dif-
ferent songs, informs
Raj Kumar Sharma,
Principal, Monnet DAV in
a press release.

Columbia Global School organised a
Fun Day for students

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1144::  Columbia Global
School located at Village Tekari,
Vidhan Sabha Road organised a
fun day on the occasion of
Children’s Day. The day began
with a yoga session and medita-
tion session along with a special
assembly conducted by the
teachers. In the assembly, the
most amusing activity was
Decode Riddles. Children gave a
lot of innovative ideas and
enjoyed it a lot. The day was fol-
lowed by Sports events in which
students and teachers played
together. Tug of war between
boys and girls for every class
was carried out in which all the

teachers also participated.
Cricket matches were played
between senior grades. Besides
the group activities, class teach-
ers organised class picnics and
class activities for the children.

Children also played tradi-
tional games of Chhattisgarh
like Khokho, Kabaddi, Pitthu and
enjoyed a lot. Through these
games, children were intro-

duced to Chhattisgarhi sports
culture. All the activities further
enriched the relationship
between teachers and students.
The children thoroughly enjoyed
the day and liked to spend some
private time with their teachers.
Principal Mr. Ivan Smith also
participated in all the activities
along with higher Class VI and
encouraged the children.

Students of IIT Bhilai received PMRF fellowship
Raipur, Nov 14: Two PhD
scholars from IIT Bhilai,
Shivani Thakur and
Yogesh Kumar Dewangan,
received the prestigious
Prime Minister’s Research
Fellows (PMRF) award.
The Prime Minister’s
Research Fellows (PMRF)
Scheme has been designed
for improving the quality
of research in various
higher educational institu-
tions in the country.

The scheme seeks to at-
tract the best talent into
research thereby realising
the vision of development
through innovation.
Fellows will receive a
monthly stipend ranging
from Rs 70,000 to Rs 80,000
per month for up to five
years under the PMRF
scheme. Besides the

stipend, they will also be
eligible for Rs 2,00,000 re-
search grant per year
which can be utilised to-
wards the procurement of
research equipment.

Shivani is working
under the supervision of
Dr. Rukmankesh and is a
student in the Department
of Chemistry at IIT Bhilai.
The funded research will
focus on understanding
the factors influencing
protein folding and stabili-
ty, including the effect of
mutations involved in neu-
rodegenerative diseases
and SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tions. This study com-
bines protein simulation
techniques with machine
learning to understand
protein-protein interac-
tions and protein folding.

Yogesh is a PhD scholar in
the Department of
Mechanical Engineering
at IIT Bhilai. He is work-
ing on the development of
fracture models for sheet
metals in single-point in-
cremental forming
processes under the guid-
ance of Dr. Kaushik
Bandyopadhyay. His re-
search work will help the
automobile and space in-
dustries design defect-free
body parts, as accurate
failure prediction can be
performed prior to the
production of the part.
The encouragement pro-
vided by such govern-
ment-sponsored fellow-
ships allows researchers
of high calibre to pursue
careers in research and in-
novation.

Rates finalized for the
sale of fertilizers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14: Under
the chairmanship of
Agriculture Production
Commissioner, a virtual
negotiation meeting was
held between the State
Level Fertilizer Purchase
Committee and chemical
fertilizer suppliers. In the
meeting, the selling rate of
chemical fertilizers for the
Rabi season 2022-23 was fi-
nalized. As per the pre-
scribed rate, the price of
NPK (20:20:0:13) fertilizers
has dropped by Rs.50,
while the rate of remain-
ing fertilizers are un-
changed.

State Level Fertilizer

Purchase Committee has
fixed the MRP of fertlizers
for farmers in
Chhattisgarh are as fol-
lows- Rs 1350 per bag for
DAP fertilizer, Rs 1350 per
bag for NPK, Rs 494 per
bag for SSP powder, Rs 635
per bag for SSP granular
and Rs 514 per bag for
Zincated SSP powder. It is
noteworthy that the rate of
Neem Urea fertilizer has
been fixed by the
Government of India at
266.50 per bag. Director
Agriculture, Managing
Director Markfed,
Additional Registrar
(Cooperative) and officers
of Apex Bank were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Narayanpur district of
Ch’garh secures 14th position 

Central Chronicle News

Narayanpur, Nov 14:
Narayanpur district has
secured 14th rank under
the Delta Ranking issued
by NITI Aayog for its ex-
cellent performance in
various fields. It is note-
worthy that in the field of
health, nutrition and edu-
cation, Narayanpur dis-
trict has been ranked 14th
in the country under
Aspirational District
Programme for the month
of September. Also,
Narayanpur has been
ranked 19th in the field of
agriculture, 75th in finan-
cial inclusion and skill de-
velopment and 93rd in in-
frastructure. Moreover, in
the overall assessment,
the district has been
ranked 14th.

With the objective of
improving the delta rank-
ings of Narayanpur dis-
trict under the

Aspirational District
Program, all the depart-
ments are being regularly
reviewed by the Collector.
All the officers concerned
have been directed to reg-
ularly monitor the works
and upload the data on the
portal.

Prior to this, the per-
formance of Narayanpur
district of Chhattisgarh
has been better in the
‘Champion of Change’
Delta ranking released for
August 2022. Out of 112 as-
pirational districts in the
country, Narayanpur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh was
ranked fifth in the coun-
try under the overall per-
formance category.
Besides, Narayanpur dis-
trict had secured second
position in health and nu-
trition category, fourth in
education category, fifth
in overall performance
category, second in health
and nutrition and fourth
in the education category,
as per the monthly delta
rankings released by NITI
Aayog.

CM launches a website
dedicated to 

Pt Jawaharlal Nehru

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 14:
Marking the birth an-
niversary of India’s first
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel
launched a website dedi-
cated to him titled
‘http://nehrukabharat.c
om’ at his official resi-

dence here on Monday.
The website is a place to
learn about Pt. Nehru,
his ideas, vision, person-
ality and work.

It is worth mentioning
that this website has
been developed by the
‘Policy Analysis,
Research and Knowledge
Foundation’ (Park
Foundation) with the aim
of making the general
public familiar with the
vision of Pandit Nehru
and his ‘Idea of India’.
Under this, a fortnightly
digital bulletin is also
being started.

Ration is supplied to all poor
and rich families: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 14: Food,
Civil Supplies, and
Consumer Protection
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
stated that the state ad-
ministration, led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
is supplying rations to
poor and rich families
across the state. In
Chhattisgarh, rice is pro-
vided free of cost to 63.24
lakh poor ration card-
holder families. He stated
that the process of distrib-

uting rations to ration
card users through gov-
ernment fair price shops
is ongoing under the
Public Distribution
System.

The ration is delivered
to Antyodaya, priority
families in the state dur-
ing November. In addition,
rice is being distributed
during October and
November as part of the
PM Garib Kalyan Anna

Yojana (PMGKAY).
Minister Shri Bhagat re-
viewed in detail the distri-
bution of rations and stor-
age of rations, among
other things, in the state’s
government fair pricing
stores and gave required
instructions to the offi-
cers.

During the meeting,
Minister Bhagat stated
that the state currently
has 13,501 fair-price stores

operating. Minister
Bhagat has instructed au-
thorities to inspect the
savings ration stock of
rice in fair-pricing stores
and store ration within
the stipulated time limit to
ensure timely distribution
of ration to all ration card
users.

Ration material stock
should be made available
to the directorate by
November 14 after validat-
ing the savings stock of all
fair-price shops. So that
free rice can be distrib-
uted to Antyodaya and pri-
ority ration card recipi-
ents in the current month
-He added.

On this occasion Food
Department Secretary
Topeshwar Verma,
Director Satyanarayan
Rathore, Civil Supplies
Corporation (NAN), and
other departmental au-
thorities were present.

Children are the future of the country: Mandavi

Bijapur, Nov 14: The builder
of modern India was the first
Prime Minister of India,
Bharat Ratna. On the occasion
of the birth anniversary of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Bijapur MLA and Vice
President of Bastar Region
Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Mandavi
celebrated Children’s Day
after fifteen years with the
children in the open school.
On his birth anniversary he
offered rich tribute to the
leader and wished the people
of the area a happy Children’s
Day.

Fifteen years later, this is
the first time that MLA
Vikram Mandavi himself
reached remote areas like vil-
lage Daler of Bhairamgarh
block after restarting the
closed school and celebrated
the birth anniversary of Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru with chil-

dren on Children’s Day.
MLA Mandavi, who

reached among the school
children of Daler, discussed
with the children regarding
studies and by providing
school bags, copies, books,
pens and school dress to the
children, the MLA ate food
with the children and for
some time he played
Badminton with the children.
It is to be known that in the
last fifteen years, about three
hundred schools in tribal
areas like Bijapur were closed
and these closed schools were
being displaced according to
their convenience and schools
were being run where the chil-
dren of the village were de-
prived of going to school. The
State Government has de-
cidqed to reopen such closed
schools and about one hun-
dred and ninety closed schools
have been reopened in the dis-
trict. Now these schools are
being run in the same villages.
For the operation of the
school, the 12th pass youth of
the village are being appoint-

ed as Gyandoot in the schools
and education is being impart-
ed to the children.

In response to a question,
MLA Vikram Mandavi said
that “The first Prime Minister
of India, Late. Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru loved children very
much and he used to keep chil-
dren close to his heart, chil-
dren are the future of the
country. But in the last fifteen
years, unfortunately, three
hundred schools in tribal
areas like Bijapur were closed
and tribal children were de-
prived of education.

The state government is re-
opening the closed schools in
the same villages, the govern-
ment is running the schools
smoothly by appointing the
12th pass youth of the village
as Gyandoots and the stu-
dent’s number registered in
the schools is good. During
this, PCC member Jyoti
Kumar, District General
Secretary Sukhdev Nag, IT
cell leaders Mohit Chauhan
and Suklu Farsa were present
among others.

State level competition of school
children on Nov 16

Raipur, Nov 14: The state
level competition of speed
reading and oral mathe-
matics of primary and
secondary level school
children conducted in
Chhattisgarh will be held
on November 16 in
Raipur. In this, 40 selected
students from five divi-
sions will showcase their
talent. Managing Director,
Samagra Shiksha has is-
sued guidelines to all the
District Education
Officers and District
Mission Coordinators re-
garding organizing the
competition, saying that
on November 16, the win-
ners of primary and mid-
dle school level at the divi-
sion level in Speed
Reading and Oral

Mathematics will be rec-
ognized in the State. The
students selected at the
district and divisional
level should be of very
good standard in terms of
speed reading and solving
problems in oral arith-
metic. The names and de-
tails of the selected stu-
dents from each district
should be sent along with
the team coming for the
state level competition.
PMUs working in the dis-
tricts should be involved
for the use of language,
mathematics and technol-
ogy and for organizing on-
line competitions for suc-
cessful events. The stu-
dents selected at the dis-
trict and divisional level
should be of very good
standard in terms of
speed reading and solving
problems in oral arith-
metic. The best perform-

ing children from the de-
velopment block should
be selected for the district
level. Out of the four stu-
dents selected at the block
level, two students should
have speed reading and
two verbal maths, in
which one primary and
one should be of middle
school level. The competi-
tion should be organised
through  online medium
by November 12.
Similarly, the competition
of selected students at the
district level should be or-
ganized at the divisional
level. Selected partici-
pants who get first and
second place in each disci-
pline at the divisional
level should be brought to
participate in the state
level competition. Out of
eight students from each
division, a total of four
primary level including

two speed reading and
two verbal maths and sim-
ilarly four students from
middle school level should
be sent to Raipur on
November 16 with one
teacher each. Regarding
organizing the competi-
tion, it has been directed
that a team of experts
should be constituted for
organizing online compe-
tition at the development
block, district and divi-
sional level. For speed
reading, availability of
some unfamiliar text ma-
terial should be kept at
the primary level, which
will have to be read on-
line. Similarly, at the mid-
dle school level, giving an
opportunity to read some
books from Hundred Days
Hundred Stories series,
questions should also be
asked to test the under-
standing of the children.
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MLA Vikram Mandavi
celebrates Children’s
Day at Gram Daler

On speed reading and
oral mathematics

On occasion of
Children’s Day

In the delta ranking
released by NITI Aayog

Website has been
developed to spread 
Pt Nehru’s vision 

Based on their eligibility

Rations of the PMGKAY
will be distributed 
with regular allocations
in Nov

Food Minister reviews
the distribution, 
allocation, and storage
of rations 

Maoist associates arrested,
explosives recovered

BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  1144:: As part of the anti-
Maoist campaign being run in the dis-
trict, on Nov 13 a joint party of
District Force and STF from Basaguda
police station went towards Pusbaka.
During the operation, 3 suspects were
seen running from near Pusbaka Nala
while hiding after seeing the police
party. On interrogating the suspects
were taken into arrest and their
names are viz. Tati Somalu, S/o
Bhima (28 yrs), Punem Raju S/o
Mangalu (22 yrs) and Pottam Bhima
S/o Mangu (25 yrs). While searching
the bag kept nearby, the police recov-
ered 11 no’s. of Gelatin, Cardex wire 3
meters bundled, safety fuse and elec-
tric wire from their possession.
Failing to produce any valid docu-
ments in s support of the explosive
materials being transportation, it was
found under violation of Explosive
Act. After the legal proceedings in the
Basaguda police station, they were
produced in Bijapur Court and sent to
judicial remand.

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Nov 14: After
the 'Kartik Poornima', this
year the winter season has
arrived in the region a bit
early and the people in
order to get relief from it
are seen waiting for the
Sunrise.

With fog developing in
the morning hours, the
denizens on the move are
facing more of chill in the
air and have to take all pre-
cautions wearing woolen
clothes and scarf to pro-
tect themselves. People are
putting on woolen clothes
no soon it is sunset.

The people going on
morning walk have start-
ed feeling the pinch of the
winter season and started
waiting for the Sun rays to
strike and therefore they
all have restricted their
movement early in the
morning hours.

With sudden change in
the weather conditions,
the day-to-day schedule of

people too has changed ac-
cordingly and people are
now seen enjoying wear-
ing shawls, sweaters, jack-
ets in order to beat chill-
ing wind and cool weather
and are also enjoying the
morning weather and
burning fire-wood during

night hours so as to keep
warm and take relief from
cool weather.

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov 14: The
Block level sports compe-
tition of Chhattisgarhia
Olympics concluded at
Mini Stadium located in
Bijapur and Chief guest,
Regional MLA and Vice
President of Bastar
Development Authority,
Vikram Shah Mandavi
while addressing the pro-
gram said that the com-
mendable initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the traditional
games of Chhattisgarh
are being organized in a
big way at all the places.

On this occasion, the
special guest, District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam,
Member of District
Panchayat and Bastar
Development Authority,

Nina Rawatiya Udde and
newly appointed mem-
ber of Chhattisgarh
State Youth
Commission, Praveen
Dongre, through their
address, congratulated
the players.

The Block Level

Chhattisgarhi
Olympic Games
consisted of
four clusters in
which more
than 400 players
from all the
three categories
participated in
14 traditional
games, which in-
cluded Gilli
Danda, Kho-
Kho, Kabaddi,
Billas, Pittrul,
Langdi Run, Tug
of War, Long
Jump, Long Run

etc. took. The selected
players at the block level
will participate in the
games organized at the
district level.

District President Smt.
Bodhi Tati, Vice President
Sonu Potam, Municipal
Vice President
Purushottam Sallur, CEO
District Panchayat Ravi
Kumar Sahu, SDM
Bijapur Pawan Kumar
Premi, District Sports
Officer and CEO Janpad
Panchayat Fagesh Sinha
and many others were
present.

Winter season strike bit early

Group discussion on 
‘Environment & Stability’ held

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 14: A group
discussion on
'Environment and
Stability' was organised
for the students of BA (I-
Year) (English
Literature) under NAAC
valuation 'cross-cutting'
point in Government
Rajiv Lochan PG College,
Rajim here on Sunday
and it was organised by
Asst. Prof. (English)
Shweta Khare. In this
discussion, student
Lalima Sahu and Dipti

Dwangan put forth their
views effectively on the
subject.

It was under guidance
of NAAC in-charge Dr
Gowardhan Yadu, Asst.
Prof. (Physics) that this

programme was organ-
ised and in this Lalima
Sahu highlighted on
what is environment and
what is its importance.
Dipti Dewangan ex-
plained about reasons be-

hind environment con-
servation and expressed
her views on the same.

After the views of the
students, programme or-
ganiser Asst. Prof
(English) Shweta Khare
clarified on the subject of
the discussion and ex-
pressed her views on the
need for environment
conservation.

In this programme ML
Verma, Shri Krishna,
Shri Aakash Baghmare,
Dr Samiksha Chandrkar,
Dr Govdhan Yadu, Dr
Devendra Dewangan,
Mukesh Kurre, Rajesh
Baghel, Yogesh Tarak,
Librarian Lokesh
Kumar, other Professors
and students of the
College were present.

VS Speaker Mahant 
accorded warm welcome

Central Chronicle News

Kotami, Nov 14: Speaker
State Assembly Dr
Charandas Mahant
reached Kotami-Sakola on
one-day tour of Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi district
here on Sunday and was
accorded warm welcome
by his supporters and

well-wishers.
On this occasion MLA

Marwahi Dr KK Dhruv,
District President GPM
Congress- Manoj Gupta,
Stae secy. Congress Sewa
Dal Ratan Kesarwani, YC
district President Aman
Sharam, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat President
Rakesh Jalan, Pendra
BCC President Prashant
Sriwas, Pendra Nagar
Panchayat V-P Pankaj
Tiwari, Sardar Iqbal

Singh, Pawan Sultania,
Narayan Singh Armo,
Sakola Sarpanch,
Dharam Singh Maravi
Sarpanch Kachandih,
Bhola Nayak, Sanjay
Aahiresh, Sarpanch
Matiayadadh, Sarpanch
Anjana Koram of
Bilaspur district wel-
comed him with flower
bouquet. On this occasion
Congmen and party work-
ers of region were present
in large number.

CEO Ravi Sahu conducts surprise
inspection of panchayats

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov 14: On
Saturday, District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Ravi
Kumar Sahu conducted a
surprise inspection of the
ongoing construction
works in Gram Panchayat
Awapalli, Murdanda and
Timmapur of Usur block
and the records to be
maintained at the Gram
Panchayat level.

During this, a show
cause notice letter has
been issued to the secre-
tary and employment as-
sistant, who were found
with incomplete registers
in the gram panchayat and
were negligent in their
works.

In Gram Panchayat

Awapalli, the secretary
was found absent and 16
registers to be maintained
at the gram panchayat
level were not prepared
and due to which a show
cause notice was issued to
the secretary.

Under the good gover-
nance activity of the same

Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, a show cause no-
tice letter has been issued
to Employment Assistant
Subbaiya Rai and has been
asked to submit the reply
within 3 days due to the in-
complete 7 registers to be

maintained in the Gram
Panchayat.

During the visit,
Employment Assistant
Durga Ratnam was repri-
manded for negligence in
job card maintenance and
7 register maintenance
and construction of citi-
zen information board in

Murdanda Gram
Panchayat. Hirapur
Employment Assistant
has been instructed to
complete the registration
within 15 days. After in-
specting the new panchay-
at building under con-
struction in Gram
Panchayat Timmapur, the
district officials have been
directed to issue a show
cause notice letter to tech-
nical assistant Rajesh
Maurya due to technical
flaws.

District Panchayat
Assistant Project Officer
Manish Sonwani,
Technical Coordinator
Vikram Verma, Publicity
Officer Prashant Yadav,
Program Officer Anuj
Tirkey accompanied him
in this tour.
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p By Congmen of
Kotami-Sakola

p At Govt Rajiv
Lochan College,
Rajim

Notice handed over to secretary and employment assistant on finding panchayat’s register incomplete

Rural Fair organized in NSGRR Carnival 2022 
Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 14: A Rural
Fair was organized in
National Scout Guide
Rover Ranger (NSGRR)
Carnival 2022, where the
scout guides of the partici-
pating states and different
districts of Chhattisgarh
decorated their tents ac-
cording to the tradition
and culture of their re-
gion.

Apart from this, scouts
and guides in traditional
costumes displayed agri-
cultural produce, house-
hold items etc. CL
Chandrakar, Amit
Kshatriya and Gayatri
Patel, were in the judging
team, and according to the
reality of Dev Vigraha,
Mai Doli and Anga Dev, a
panoramic view was pre-
sented by the scout guides
of the districts of Bastar

division along with giving
form to the excursion with
drums and dhols.

Along with this, the
tents of Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, South Eastern
Railway, East Coast
Railway, Dadar Nagar
Haveli became centers of
special attraction.

Information regarding
Ozam program,
Messenger of Peace pro-
gram, Wags program
being run by Bharat Scout-
Guide New Delhi was
given at the carnival or-
ganized in Sukma.

Along with this, the
message of peace in the

world and life was given
under the Messenger of
Peace program, which was
attended by all partici-
pants. During the pro-
gramme, detailed informa-
tion was also given regard-
ing the utility of sanitary
napkins for adolescent
girls and women.

Results in fog since morning, people resorting to woolen clothes
Block level Ch’garhia Olympics concludes 
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HC pulls up cop for
carrying probe on

wrong crime
Chennai, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Madras High Court
has indicted the Inspector
attached to Sembium po-
lice station here for taking
advantage of a typograph-
ical error in mentioning a
crime number in an order
and proceeding further
with the probe in the case
despite a HC order trans-
ferring the same to anoth-
er official.

This showed the investi-
gation has not been done
fairly and in accordance
with law, Justice G
Jayachandran said recent-
ly while disposing of the
criminal original peti-
tions (COPs) from Dr P
Thomas, owning a fertili-
ty clinic, against whom a
criminal case had been
registered.

“It is necessary to inter-
fere with the matter by ex-
ercising power under
Section 482 of the Cr.P.C.,
to prevent the abuse of
process of law and miscar-
riage of justice,” the judge

added.
Following a complaint

from a doctor, who was
working under Dr
Thomas in his clinic, that
he had attempted to kill
her by hiring henchmen,
the Sembium police regis-
tered a case.

The complaint stated
that the henchmen brutal-
ly attacked her while she
was returning to her
house on the night of
October 4, 2017.

Based on the complaint,
the Sembium police regis-
tered a case and it was
committed to the Court of
Sessions. Meanwhile,
Thomas had filed crimi-
nal original petitions to
quash the proceedings
pending before the lower
court. After going through
the records, Justice
Jayachandran observed
the typographical error in
mentioning the crime
number in the earlier
order was not noticed by
any of the parties con-
cerned till recently.

Molestation case against Maha NCP MLA Awhad
Mumbai, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Police registered a case of
molestation against NCP
MLA and former
Maharashtra minister
Jitendra Awhad on the com-
plaint of a woman, prompt-
ing him to announce he
would resign as MLA in
view of “fake” cases. He de-
nied the charge.

Senior Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) Ajit
Pawar on Monday said
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde should come for-
ward and explain that noth-
ing of this sort had hap-
pened as he was present
when the crowd was being
dispersed after an event
held in Mumbra in Thane
district on Sunday evening.
The Mumbra police regis-
tered a case after midnight
on Monday against Awhad

under Indian Penal Code
section 354 (assault or crim-
inal force to woman with in-
tent to outrage her mod-
esty). The complainant al-
leged Awhad pushed her
while making way for him-
self during the dispersal of
the crowd after an event of
the chief minister in
Mumbra, as per the First
Information Report (FIR).

Awhad is the MLA from
Mumbra-Kalwa set in
Thane district.

“Police lodged two fake
complaints against me in-
cluding on charges under
IPC 354. I am deciding to re-
sign as MLA. I will fight
against such police atrocity
against me. I cannot see the
murder of democracy with
my eyes,” Awhad tweeted
on Monday. He later told re-
porters that such charges
would spoil someone’s fami-

ly life.
Notably, Awhad was ar-

rested on Friday after he
and his supporters stopped
a show of the Marathi
movie “Har Har Mahadev”
at a multiplex in Thane city
alleging “a distorted por-
trayal of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj”. He was
granted bail by a court on
Saturday. Ajit Pawar said, “I
insist that the way this case
(against Awhad) has been
registered in the wrong
manner, it should be with-
drawn”. “Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde was there at
the programme and Awhad
was also present at the
event. He (Awhad) is seen in
the video asking people to
move aside (to make way)
and was also seen trying to
make the woman step aside.
Nothing else happened.
Even though Shinde was

just 10 meters away from
the spot, this kind of offence
was registered,” Pawar told
reporters in Pune.

The chief minister
should come forward and
explain that nothing of this
sort had happened there.
Irrespective of how he be-
came the chief minister,
Shinde represents 13 crore
people of the state, he said
and added the attempt to
put a people’s representa-
tive in trouble is an “act of
cowardice”.

Awhad’s wife Ruta
Awhad said, “the com-
plainant woman is out on
bail. And how come she re-
alised after four hours that
her modesty was out-
raged?” Maharashtra NCP
president Jayant Patil al-
leged Awhad has been tar-
geted deliberately by the
state government.

India to carry out two-day mega military exercise

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

India will kick-start on
Tuesday a two-day multi-
agency military exercise
covering the country’s
7,516 km-long coastline
and exclusive economic
zone with the twin aim of
checking preparedness of
various agencies to deal
with any eventualities
and bolster overall mar-
itime security, officials
said.

The scale and conceptu-
al expanse of the ‘Sea
Vigil’ exercise is “un-
precedented” in terms of
the geographical extent,
the number of stakehold-
ers involved, the number
of units participating and
the objectives to be met,

they said.It will be the
third edition of the exer-
cise that was conceptu-
alised in 2018 to validate
various measures that
have been instituted to-
wards enhancing mar-
itime security following
the Mumbai terror attack
in 2008.

The exercise is a build
up towards the major
Theatre Level Readiness
Operational Exercise
(TROPEX), which the
Indian Navy conducts
every two years.

The officials said the
Sea Vigil and TROPEX to-
gether will cover the en-
tire spectrum of mar-
itime security challenges.

Assets of the Indian
Navy, Coast Guard,
Customs department and
other maritime agencies
are being deployed in the
Sea Vigil exercise.

The Indian Navy and
the Coast Guard have
taken a series of meas-
ures to strengthen India’s
coastal security after the
Mumbai terror attack in
which over 166 people, in-
cluding 28 foreigners from
10 nations, were killed by
a group of Pakistani ter-
rorists.

On November 26, 2008, a
group of 10 Pakistani ter-
rorists carried out the co-
ordinated attack on a rail-
way station, two luxury
hotels and a Jewish cen-
tre, after they sneaked
into India’s financial capi-
tal using the sea route in
the Arabian sea.

The inaugural edition
of the Sea Vigil exercise
took place in January
2019.In addition to the
Ministry of Defence, the
conduct of this exercise is
also being facilitated by

the ministries of home af-
fairs, shipping and water-
ways, petroleum and nat-
ural gas, fisheries animal
husbandry and dairying,
customs, and other agen-
cies concerned of the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments.

“The exercise will be
undertaken along the en-
tire 7,516-km coastline
and exclusive economic
zone of India and will in-
volve all coastal states and
Union territories along
with other maritime
stakeholders, including
the fishing and coastal
communities,” said an of-
ficial.“The exercise is
being conducted by the
Indian Navy in coordina-
tion with the Coast Guard
and other ministries en-
trusted with the task of
maritime activities,” he
said.

2020 DELHI RIOTS

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

A court here, while
hearing a case related to
the communal violence
that shook northeast Delhi
in 2020, has acquitted four
accused of the charges of
rioting and vandalism,
saying the prosecution
was unable to prove its
case beyond a reasonable
doubt. The court was hear-
ing the case against
Shahrukh, Ashu, Zuber
and Ashwani, who were
accused of being a part of
a riotous mob that set
ablaze tractors and hand
carts and ransacked
school buses at a parking
lot at Kardam Puri here on
February 25, 2020.

“Prosecution has not

been able to prove its case
against the accused per-
sons beyond reasonable
doubt, which is the touch-
stone of criminal law.
Hence, all four accused
persons are acquitted of
all the offences,”
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat said in a
recent order.

The court noted that ac-
cording to the prosecution,
two witnesses had identi-
fied the accused.

However, in their exami-
nation-in-chief, the said
witnesses deposed that
they had never identified
any rioters or told the in-
vestigating officer about
the identity of the ac-
cused, the court pointed
out.

Both witnesses categori-
cally denied that the four
accused were involved in
the present case of rioting
and instead, said they did
not know them, the court
said.

Thus, nothing incrimi-
natory had come on record
against the accused, it
added.

The Jyoti Nagar police
station had filed a
chargesheet against the
accused under various
provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), includ-
ing those related to riot-
ing, armed with deadly
weapon, unlawful assem-
bly and mischief by fire or
explosive substance with
an intent to destroy houses
etc.

T he Denotified, no-
madic and semi-no-

madic communities of
India together form per-
haps the most marginal-
ized, neglected, and de-
prived section of Indian so-
ciety today. A lot of suppos-
edly negative characteris-
tics have been attributed to
them (e.g. criminal activi-
ties, peculiar occupational
conditions), and they are
subjected to discrimina-
tion in modern Indian soci-
ety because of their histor-
ical burdens. In August, the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) released
the annual Prison
Statistics Report for 2019.
This compilation provides
demographic information
on prison inmates for ad-
ministrative categories
such as age, gender, reli-
gion, and caste. A closer
look at the prison popula-
tion is likely to tell us that
certain communities, such
as the Denotified Tribes
(DNTs), which have a histo-

ry of persecution by the
criminal justice system,
are targeted under specific
laws and legal provisions.

It all started in 1871
when the Criminal Tribe
Act (CTA) was passed
branding about 200 com-
munities in several
provinces as “criminal”
communities (Devy 2013).
The colonial officers made
significant efforts to identi-
fy several communities as
born “criminals.” It was
ruled that the nomadic
communities had to regis-
ter themselves at the near-
est police station and ob-
tain a license. They were

not allowed to go out of
their designated district
without permission. The
Barwar community of
Gonda revolted against
British rule in India. In a
report, the Barwars of
Gonda, the Saunrahiyas of
Lalitpur, and the Aheria of
Etah were ‘alleged’ as crim-
inals. Facts say that this
‘criminalization’ of the no-
madic community subju-
gated them under a lot of
ruthless rules. According
to a report written by E J
W Bellairs, the superinten-
dent of police of Basti
shows that 33% of the
adult male population of

the Khatik community was
under deep surveillance in
August 1913. Now, they
were marked criminals liv-
ing in a marked space.
They were under suspicion
every day, every hour,
every moment. Earlier
they were a part of the
rural landscape, but now
they were tagged as ‘crimi-
nals’ and were disassociat-
ed from the rest of the soci-
ety.

The most damaging
thing about the CTA was
that it not only defined
these communities as
criminals but also classi-
fied rural and semi-rural
areas as havens for crimi-
nals.

Denotified Tribes,
Nomadic Tribes, and Semi
Nomadic Tribes are one of
the most deprived and eco-
nomically weaker commu-
nities in India.

Although the govern-
ment has initiated schemes
to empower them, there is
still a long way to go. On

February 15, 2022, Union
Minister for Social Justice
and Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar
launched the Scheme for
Economic Empowerment
of DNTs (SEED) for the
welfare of De-notified,
Nomadic, and Semi
Nomadic Communities.
However, as responsible
citizens and humans,
isn’t it our responsibility
to help our fellow coun-
trymen? To help them re-
gain their identity that
has been lost in the ocean
of suspicion, subjuga-
tion, and injustice. To
help them break their so-
cial stigma of being con-
demned as a ‘criminal’?
The first step towards
this would be recognizing
and dismantling the in-
visible historical oppres-
sion and targeting by the
criminal justice system
that mars the lives of
these communities.

Atul Malikram
(Political Strategist) 

‘BJP shaken by Bharat Jodo Yatra’
Jaipur, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The BJP, which has mis-
led the people of the coun-
try, is shaken by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said on
Monday.

He also said it is easy to
do politics in the name of
religion, but challenging
to do politics by taking all
sections of society togeth-
er. Targeting the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre, he
said, “These people have
misled the people of the
country. But now people
have understood. You
must have felt that earlier
in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh... they used to cre-
ate such an atmosphere in
the name of nationalism.”

They feel that they are
the only patriots and “we
are not patriots at all”,
Gehlot, who is Congress’
senior observer for the
December Gujarat assem-
bly polls, said at a pro-
gramme here.

“They have been ex-
posed. Now they are not
taking the name of nation-

alism. They are not even
taking the name of the na-
tion and the public has
also gradually understood
the politics of religion,” he
said.

These BJP people are
engaged in destroying all
the institutions of the
country and are fascist,
the chief minister alleged.

“Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra has shaken the
BJP. They are worried,”
Gehlot said on the former
Congress president’s
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
yatra.

Gehlot said the saddest
thing is that “why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is not able to understand
that if you weaken the his-
tory, you will twist it, then
let the future generations
also follow the same pat-

tern”.”Future generations
learn what we teach
them,” he said.

“These (BJP) people
used to talk about charac-
ter. These people are doing
terrible corruption. They
accuse us but these people
loot the country. The
Income Tax Department
and Enforcement
Directorate are also being
used,” Gehlot said.

Criticising electoral
bonds, he said the BJP
brought the bonds and is
“getting all the money”.

Gehlot said the rest of
the political parties are
left with no resources.
They were looting the
country and the Supreme
Court was not hearing, he
alleged, adding that after
three years, now the hear-
ing has started.

CHILDREN’S DAY RALLY

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot and Congress MLAs Pratap Singh Khachariyawas 
participate in a rally on the occasion of birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
in Jaipur, Monday.

ANNUAL URS

Devotees during the annual Urs of Sufi saint Hazrat Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia, at the

Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia Dargah in New Delhi, Monday.

BRIEF

RSS camp  
 Nagpur: A training

camp for RSS swayam-
sevaks commenced in
Nagpur city of
Maharashtra on
Monday which is at-
tended by 632 trainees,
the Sangh said.
Addressing a gather-
ing at the inaugura-
tion of the ‘Sangh
Shiksha Varg’ - Third
year’ at Reshimbaug, a
Sangh functionary
said trained volun-
teers play a big role in
bringing social
change.

Arrested
 Mumbai: A man was

arrested in Oshiwara
in Mumbai on Monday
for allegedly extorting
Rs 5 lakh from a colle-
gian after blackmail-
ing her with an objec-
tionable video clip, a
police official said.
The victim is 24 years
old and hails from a
well-to-do family, while
the accused allegedly
has links to the under-
world, a official of
Mumbai Crime
Branch’s Anti
Extortion Cell (AEC)
said.

Recommend
 New Delhi:

Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has recom-
mended the Union
home ministry to initi-
ate disciplinary pro-
ceedings against IAS
officer and former
Delhi Waqf Board
CEO SM Ali for allow-
ing “illegal” resolu-
tions of the board,
sources at the L-G of-
fice said on Monday.
He, during his stint as
the board’s CEO, is
“accused” by the CBI
of indulging in acts of
“omission and com-
mission”, including
his non-opposition to
“illegal” resolutions
for appointment of
chief executive officer
(CEO) and several
other contractual staff,
they said.

Announce 
 New Delhi: The CBI

will soon announce a
reward of Rs one lakh
for providing informa-
tion on IRS officer
Santosh Karnani who
is absconding since
October 4 after his
name surfaced in Rs 30
lakh alleged bribery
case, officials said. The
central probe agency
has also moved a spe-
cial court seeking a
warrant against the of-
ficer as he has “not
joined the investiga-
tion” after four notices
from the CBI, they
said.

Watery grave
 Indore: A 25-year-old

woman allegedly com-
mitted suicide by jump-
ing into a water tank
along with her two-
year-old daughter in
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, a police offi-
cial said on Monday.
The bodies of Rani
Rajput (25) and daugh-
ter Riya were found in a
water tank on Sunday
and prima facie it ap-
pears to be a case of sui-
cide, a sub-inspector of
Vijay Nagar police sta-
tion said.

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Dr. Justice D.Y Chandrachud
during his felicitation 
programme organised by
Bar & Bench association, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Ashok Gehlot

Court acquits 4 accused of charges
of rioting, torching vehicles Covering 7,516 kms

of coastline

Is there no reprieve for the nomadic tribes who bear
the social stigma of being tagged a ‘criminal’?

CULTURAL DANCE

Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, center, watches a cultural dance performance

as he arrives at Ngurah Rai International Airport in Bali, Indonesia, Sunday.
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Berlin, Nov 14 (AP): 

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz said during a
visit to Singapore on
Monday that his country
wants to strengthen its
economic ties with the
Asia-Pacific region, em-
phasising that it is “far
more than just China.”

Scholz was in Singapore
on the second leg of an
Asian trip that started in
Vietnam and also will
take him to the summit in
Bali, Indonesia, of the

Group of 20 global pow-
ers.

The journey follows a
visit to Beijing earlier this
month and comes as
Germany grapples with
its future trade and politi-
cal relationship with
China. “Of course China
remains an important
business and trade part-
ner,” Scholz said in a
speech to the Asia-Pacific
Conference of German
Business. But, he said,
“the Asia-Pacific region
encompasses far more

than just China.”
“My message is that

Germany is very inter-

ested in strengthening its
economic connections
with your region,” he
said.

Chinese investments in
Germany have been in
focus in recent weeks as
officials seek to balance
strong business relations
with a desire to avoid re-
peating mistakes made
with Russia, which once
supplied more than half
of Germany’s natural gas
and now supplies none.

Scholz is encouraging
German companies to di-
versify but is not discour-
aging business with
China.

He said Monday that
Germany’s political and
economic position must
reflect the fact that today’s
China is very different
from the China of five or
10 years ago, and that
Germany’s political and
economic position must
reflect that.

Asia-Pacific ‘far more than just China’: Scholz

London, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Britain’s King Charles III
marked his 74th birthday on
Monday by taking on an addi-
tional environmental role as
the Park Ranger of Windsor
Great Park on the royal
Windsor Castle estate in
south-east England.

Buckingham Palace an-
nounced that the monarch
will take over the role from
his late father, Prince Philip
the Duke of Edinburgh,
alongside the release of a
new portrait of Charles lean-
ing against an ancient oak
tree in the park. The King is
spending his birthday pri-
vately, with no official en-
gagements scheduled for the
day. “The King has officially
become Park Ranger of

Windsor Great Park, 70 years
after his father, The Duke of
Edinburgh, was appointed to
the post,” Buckingham
Palace said.

“The Ranger offers guid-
ance to the Deputy Ranger
and his team in the day-to-
day stewardship of one of
the country’s oldest estates.
The role of Ranger can be
traced back to 1559, when Sir
Henry Neville was appointed
during Queen Elizabeth I’s
reign. Over the last 460 years,
the post has usually been
held by the Sovereign or fam-
ily members, including the
King’s father and grandfa-
ther,” it said.

The Duke of Edinburgh
was the longest serving
Ranger of Windsor Great
Park, holding the role from

1952 until his passing in
April 2021. He is said to have
taken an active role in over-
seeing developments, such as
the reintroduction of Red
Deer and the development of
the Savill Garden Visitor
Centre. Military celebrations
are marking Charles’ first
birthday since ascending to
throne in September. It is yet
to be confirmed whether he
would celebrate his official
birthday with pomp and
pageantry in the summer
months next year in keeping
with royal tradition. Queen
Elizabeth II’s birthday fell on
April 21 and was officially
celebrated in early June
every year with a traditional
Trooping the Colour a cere-
mony in place for around 260
years. Meanwhile, the Band

of the Household Cavalry
played Happy Birthday out-
side Buckingham Palace
during the changing of the
guard ceremony on
Monday.

King Charles marks 74th birthday
with new environmental role

Washington, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Consumption of highly
processed foods such as
sliced white bread and
sugary soft drinks is asso-
ciated with a higher risk of
premature deaths, accord-
ing to a study.

The research, published
in the American Journal
of Preventive Medicine,
found that consumption of
ultra-processed foods con-
taining little or no whole
foods in their ingredients
contributed to 57,000 pre-
mature deaths in Brazil in
2019. Ultra-processed foods
(UPFs) have gradually
been replacing traditional
foods and meals made

from fresh and minimally
processed ingredients in
many countries, the re-
searchers said.

These ready-to-eat-or-
heat industrial formula-
tions, made with ingredi-
ents extracted from foods
or synthesised in laborato-
ries, are known to be un-
healthy, they said.

The study found that in-
creased consumption of
these foods was associated
with more than 10 per cent
of all-cause premature,
preventable deaths in
Brazil in 2019.

This is despite the fact
that Brazilians consume
far less of these products
than countries with high

incomes.
“Previous modeling

studies have estimated the
health and economic bur-
den of critical ingredients,
such as sodium, sugar, and
trans fats, and specific
foods or drinks, such as
sugar-sweetened bever-
ages,” said study lead in-
vestigator Eduardo AF
Nilson, from the
University of Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

“To our knowledge, no
study to date has estimat-
ed the potential impact of
UPFs on premature
deaths. Knowing the
deaths attributable to the
consumption of these
foods and modeling how

changes in dietary pat-
terns can support more ef-
fective food policies might
prevent disease and pre-
mature deaths,” Nilson
said.

The team modelled data
from nationally represen-
tative dietary surveys to
estimate baseline intakes
of UPFs by sex and age
group. Statistical analyses
were used to estimate the
proportion of total deaths
that were attributable to
the consumption of UPFs
and the impact of reduc-
ing the intake of UPFs by
10 per cent, 20 per cent and
50 per cent within those
age groups, using data
from 2019.

STUDY REVEALS

Kherson, Nov 14 (AP): 

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made
a triumphant visit to the
newly liberated city of
Kherson on Monday, hailing
the Russian withdrawal as
the “beginning of the end of
the war” but also acknowl-
edging the heavy price
Ukrainian soldiers are pay-
ing in their grinding effort
to push back the invading
force.

The retaking of Kherson
was one of Ukraine’s
biggest successes in nearly
nine months since the inva-
sion.

It served another stinging
blow to the Kremlin and
could become a springboard
for further advances into oc-
cupied territory.

Zelenskyy walked the
streets of the city Monday,
just hours after warning in
his nightly video address of

booby traps and mines left
behind by the Russians be-
fore their retreat.

“This is the beginning of
the end of the war,” he said.

“We are step by step com-
ing to all the temporarily oc-
cupied territories.” The end
of Russia’s occupation of
the city has sparked days of
celebration but also exposed

a humanitarian emergency,
with residents living with-
out power and water and
short of food and medi-
cines. Russia still controls
about 70% of the wider
Kherson region. Zelenskyy
has previously appeared un-
expectedly in other front-
line areas at crucial junc-
tures of the war and his lat-

est visit was both laden
with symbolism and the
common touch clearly
aimed at boosting the
morale of both soldiers and
civilians alike.

In video published by a
presidential aide, a visibly
moved Zelenskyy stood
with his right hand on his
heart and sang the national
anthem, as troops saluted
and stood to attention and
soldier steadily hauled the
yellow-and-blue Ukrainian
flag up a flagpole. Other
footage showed Zelenskyy
waving to residents who
saluted him from an apart-
ment window and yelled:
“Glory to Ukraine!” The
reply “Glory to the heroes!”
came back from Zelenskyy’s
group, made up of soldiers
and others. The president
also distributed medals to
Ukrainian soldiers in a cen-
tral square and posed for
selfies with them.

Liberation of Kherson ‘beginning of the end’: Zelenskyy

Bali, Nov 14 (PTI): 

US President Joe Biden
and his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping on
Monday held a much-an-
ticipated first in-person
meeting on the margins of
the G20 summit, amid
strained bilateral relations
that worsened due to
Beijing’s recent posturing
over Taiwan - including
actual display of military
power.

Biden and Xi shook
hands and greeted each
other with smiles, stand-
ing in front of a row of US
and Chinese flags. This is
their first face to face
meeting after Biden be-
came president two years
back. They have, however,

talked on phone and as
vice president earlier
Biden had been in touch
with the Chinese strong-
man.

The two leaders did not
wear masks.

In his opening remarks,
Biden said that he was

committed to keeping the
lines of communication
open with Xi.

“I’m committed to keep
lines of communication
open between you and me
personally, but our govern-
ments across the board,
because our two countries

have so much that we have
the opportunity to deal
with,” he said.

“As the leaders of our
two nations share respon-
sibility in my view to
show that China and the
US can manage our differ-
ences, prevent competi-
tion from becoming any-
thing even near conflict
and find ways to work to-
gether on urgent, global is-
sues that require our mu-
tual cooperation,” he
added.

On his part, Xi said the
world is paying attention
to the high-stakes meeting
between him and
President Biden.

“Currently the China-
US relationship is in such
a situation that we all care
a lot about it because this
is not the fundamental in-
terest of our two countries
and peoples, and it is not

what the international
community expects (from)
us,” Xi was quoted as say-
ing by CNN.

“As leaders of the two
major countries we need
to chart the right course
for the US China relation-
ship. We need to find the
right direction for the bi-
lateral relationship going
forward and elevate the re-
lationship,” he added,
speaking through a trans-
lator.

“The world expects that
China and the United
States will properly han-
dle the relationship. Our
meeting has attracted the
world’s attention, so we
need to work with all
countries to bring more
hope to world peace,
greater confidence to glob-
al stability and strong im-
petus to common develop-
ment,” Xi said.

Biden meets Chinese counterpart Xi 
On sidelines of G20
summit 

U.S. President Joe Biden, right, stands with Chinese
President Xi Jinping before a meeting on the sidelines of
the G20 summit meeting, Monday. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky gives a speech in
Kherson, southern Ukraine, Monday.

‘Eating ultra-processed foods linked
with premature death risk’
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Insurance products
All banks are selling in-

surance products of pri-
vate companies through
their branches to increase
‘non-interest income’.
Special counters or space
has been provided to in-
surance people to ap-
proach and deal with
prospective customers.
Pensioners are persuaded
to take one or the other
policy, the terms of which
are not easily comprehen-
sible. Resultantly, due to
non-payment of timely
premium, the policy gets
lapsed and the holder is
deprived of the deposited
money due to the term of
the policy. Often, the final
claims are withheld for
some reason, and even the
maturity amount is re-
leased after protracted
correspondence with the
company. The
Ombudsman at
Chandigarh receiving
about 4,000 complaints in
a year speaks volumes of
wrongly designed prod-
ucts and unethical selling
techniques. The banks
should devise their own
products, keeping in view
the requirements of
urban and rural cus-
tomers. However, the pri-
mary object should be to
provide general banking
facilities to the people, as
envisaged in the Banking
Regulation Act.

GS MANN, by mail

Minority PM
History has been made

in the UK after the election
of Rishi Sunak, an Indian-
origin Hindu as the Prime
Minister (PM) of Great
Britain. There was great
jubilation across the na-
tion at this development,
which is very natural. It
simply proved that East or
West, Indians are the best.
But unfortunately, there
are some people namely
Mehbooba Mufti, Shashi
Tharoor, Chidambaram
etc., to name a few, who are
having entirely a different
view on Rishi Sunak's feat.
Being in the Opposition
bench politically, they are
raising once again the
issue of minority appease-
ment. They shamelessly
questioned the possibility
of one belonging to minor-
ity community to become
the PM of India. While
doing so, they very delib-
erately seem to have for-
gotten that the likes of
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
APJ Abdul Kalam, Gyani
Zail Singh and Manmohan
Singh have who gracefully
served the nation as
President and PM. Also
Read - Celebration of
Children's Day The above-
mentioned discarded
politicians should grace-
fully retire from politics
and public life as they
have become a liability for
the nation. They, in fact,
should be treated as out-
castes by bona fide
Indians.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Volunteers participate in an awareness rally on World Diabetes Day at Ernakulam in Kochi, Monday.

AWARENESS RALLY

E nvironmental studies warn that, as a result of
climate change, mountain landscapes all over

the world is under risk and becoming more dangerous
to communities nearby, while their faster evolution
may bring additional environmental problems also. A
recent environmental study warns that climate change
will have a detrimental influence on mountain land-
scapes and human activities worldwide by increasing
the danger of hazards such as river floods, landslides,
debris flows, and other water bodies outburst deluge.
Mountain snow and ice provide water for hundreds of
millions of people worldwide, but this resource is
under jeopardy due to shifting weather patterns and as
mountain glaciers shrink.According to the scientists
and environment studies, the water situation in Asia
worsens in the nearby future swiftly.One study, demon-
strates how complex mountain systems adapt to cli-
mate change in very different and often unexpected
ways, and how these responses can influence mountain
landscapes and communities. Mountain glaciers are re-
ceding over the world as a result of global warming, af-
fecting mountain formations alongside ecosystems and
human beings.According to the studies, mountains
should be viewed and maintained as integrated biologi-
cal, physical as well as socio-ecological systems that in-
clude both people and physical environments. This
may assist to protect these areas from future
change.These are exacerbated by glacier retreat and
also warming of permanently frozen area surrounding
mountains mainly.Some ecosystems and seldom
species are already endangered with extinction on a
local scale, and mountain slopes are becoming greener
as lowland forests expand to higher elevations. As a re-
sult, the effects of climate change are greater on moun-
tains than anywhere else according to environmental
studies.This is a serious issue, not only for mountains
but also for the surrounding areas.According to the ex-
perts, climate change has an impact on mountain com-
munities and cultures. They claim that the movement
of animals from one grazing location to another in a
seasonal cycle and traditional agriculture are becom-
ing extinct as grazing spaces diminish and water be-
comes scarcer. One important study also quotes that de-
forestation, mining, growth of cities, and commercial
forestry are also displacing and impacting heritage,
mountain landscapes, therefore our regime and every
individual has to introspect regarding this seriously
and act so as to reduce the impact of climate change
mainly on the mountain ambiance.

T he Collins Dictionary's
word of the year for 2022

is "permacrisis". As accolades
go, the managing director of
Collins Learning, Alex
Beecroft, has said that this one
"sums up quite succinctly how
truly awful 2022 has been for so
many people". The word, most
widely understood as a port-
manteau of "permanent" and
"crisis", has been in use for a
little longer. In April 2021, poli-
cy analysts in Europe saw it as
defining the era in which we
live. Some in Britain inevitably
ascribe the genesis of that era
to Brexit. Others point to the
pandemic.

For others still, it was
Russia's invasion of Ukraine
that made the word indispensa-
ble. As the writer David
Shariatmadari has put it:
"Permacrisis" is a term that
perfectly embodies the dizzy-
ing sense of lurching from one
unprecedented event to anoth-
er, as we wonder bleakly what
new horrors might be around
the corner." This represents a
shift from the way the notion of
crisis has been defined until
now. However, digging into the
philosophical roots of the word
reveals that a crisis is not nec-

essarily awful, but may, in the
long term, prove a necessary
and beneficial corrective.

Crisis as necessary 
to progress

Philosophers have long de-
fined a crisis as a situation
that forces an individual or
group to a moment of thought-
ful critique to a point where a
new path is mapped out in re-
lation to some issue of press-
ing concern. This definition
stems from the ancient Greek
term krisis, which describes a
medical or political moment of
opportunity that bifurcates
into life or death, victory or
defeat. However, as philoso-
pher of history Reinhart
Koselleck has shown, in mod-
ern philosophy, that ancient
Greek notion of crisis under-
goes a semantic shift. Its
meaning changes radically, to
refer to a contradiction be-
tween opposing forces that ac-
celerates the transition of past
into future.

This can be seen in Karl
Marx's description of capital-
ism as a crisis-ridden econom-
ic system. In struggling to
tame its forces of production,
labour and machinery, Marx
contends, this system causes
crises of overproduction: an
excess of supply that cannot
be met with an equivalent de-
mand. These crises in turn fos-
ter opportunities for cultural,
social and political innova-
tion, the best 20th-century ex-
ample of which is the creation
of the welfare state.

"Crisis" is similarly defined
in American philosopher
Thomas Kuhn's approach to
the history of science. Kuhn
views progress in modern re-

search as driven by crises
within existing scientific par-
adigms. The progressive shift
from Newtonian to
Einsteinian paradigms in
20th-century physics most
neatly illustrates his thinking.
In both cases, "crisis" is linked
to the idea the ideal, even of
progress. Marx believed that,
because the rate of profit has a
tendency to fall, capitalism
would meet a final crisis and
that this would lead to the
emergence of communism: an
entirely new and, crucially,
better socio-political situation.

"Permacrisis" represents
the contemporary inversion of
this conception. It is similar to
Marx's idea that human histo-
ry will lead to a final crisis,
only it precludes any idea of
further progress. Instead of
leading to something better, it
denotes a static and perma-
nently difficult situation.

A new realism
This concept of permacrisis

has its roots in contemporary
systems theory, which claims
that a crisis can become so
complicated that we can't pre-
dict its outcome. In this regard,
in his 2008 book, On
Complexity, French philoso-
pher Edgar Morin argues that
humanity now resides within a
network of interlocking sys-
tems and any crisis in one of
those systems will engender a
crisis in all the others.

Morin uses the word "poly-
crisis" to describe this situa-
tion. It is an idea that is also
used in historian Adam
Tooze's work on crisis and dis-
aster. As Tooze recently put it,
when considering the sheer ac-
cumulation of problems the

world currently faces from con-
flict and the climate crisis to
the pandemic and rising infla-
tion "the whole is even more
dangerous than the sum of the
parts". Interconnected mi-
crosystems, because of ever-
shortening positive feedback
loops, can very quickly trigger
crisis, even catastrophe, in the
wider macrosystem.

Taking this one step further,
the shift from "polycrisis" to
"permacrisis" implies that we
now see our crises as situa-
tions that can only be man-
aged, not resolved. Indeed,
"permacrisis" suggests that
every decision to accelerate a
difficult situation in order to
come out on the other side of it
risks something far worse.

Take the recent demise, in
the UK, of the Truss adminis-
tration. The decision to resolve
an economic crisis only height-
ened a self-defeating political
crisis which then very rapidly
further compounded the origi-
nal economic crisis.

Permacrisis signals not only
a loss of faith in progress, but
also a new realism in relation
to what people can cope with
and achieve. Our crises have
become so complex and deep-
seated that they can transcend
our capacity to understand
them. Any decision to tackle
them risks only making things
worse. We are thus faced with a
troubling conclusion. Our
crises are no longer a problem.
They are a stubborn fact.

(Writer is the Head of
Department: English,

Linguistics and Philosophy,
Nottingham Trent

University)
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Clark Lever

Y ou pull out the key to open your house. You un-
lock the door and get inside. Then several hours

later you're looking for the key and wondering where it
is. And you discover that you have left it behind on the
door. Has this happened to you? To understand why it
happens, let’s flashback to Bluma Zeigarnik, a Russian
psychologist. One evening, Zeigarnik and her friends
went out for dinner to a restaurant. They had a lovely
meal. Guess what the highlight was? It was the service.
More specifically, their waiter. He had an amazing
memory. So as everybody placed their orders, he re-
membered every little detail, without writing anything
down. He remembered who ordered what. And how
they wanted it. Zeigarnik and her friends were all
amazed by the waiter's memory. After the meal, they
were driving back when Zeigarnik discovered that she
had left her jacket behind in the restaurant. So she
turned around, drove back to the restaurant and
sought out that friendly waiter who she knew would be
happy to help her locate her jacket. Imagine her horror
though when she found the waiter, but the waiter did-
n't even recognize her. What happened? It got
Zeigarnik thinking. And her research then showed
how our brain tends to work. When a task is complet-
ed, our brain hits the delete button. And our memory
gets wiped clean. Our short term memory struggles
with space to retain information. So it keeps only the
unfinished tasks alive. And the minute a task is com-
pleted it hits the delete button. And that's why waiters
at restaurants will remember every little detail of your
order. But only until the bill is made. That’s why when
we photocopy a document, we pick up the copy and
walk away, leaving the original behind. This has come
to be known as the Zeigarnik effect. A term that de-
scribes how our short-term memory deletes completed
tasks. Fascinating, isn't it? The Zeigarnik effect might
explain why at a bank’s ATM, you are now required to
pull your card out before collecting the cash. They
know Zeigarnik will be at play and once you collect the
cash, the task is finished and good chance you will for-
get to take your card back. It's something we can all put
to good use. Look at what Netflix does. You will find
through all their serials, every episode ends tantalis-
ingly. That 30-minute episode ends at a point where
you will say ‘wow, what happens next’? You want to
know, you want to come back. There is no closure at
the end of that episode and that's what brings us back
all the time. Had there been closure, chances are we’d
quickly forget about it. Maybe a powerful idea for all of
us. If there is something you want to make sure re-
mains alive, keep it just a bit unfinished. Writing a
book? Make sure you end every writing session at a
point of suspense or tension. Don’t resolve it. Don’t fin-
ish it. That will bring you back next day to writing
again. The Zeigarnik effect might also explain my
favourite piece of communication advice. It’s this.
Someone said that there are really two golden rules of
communication: 1. Never tell everything at once.
That’s it. Ah, the Zeigarnik effect!

(The writer is an author, speaker and leadership
coach and former MD of Kimberly)

The Zeigarnik Effect on 
Short time Memory

Permacrisis: What it means and 
why it’s word of the year for 2022

Climate change impacting
mountain regions badly

NEIL TURNBULL

S cientists have shown
for the first time that

infection by SARS-CoV-2
changes the functioning of
host cell RNA, according to
a study. The scientists at
the Federal University of
Sao Paulo (UNIFESP),
Brazil, arrived at this con-
clusion by analysing thir-
teen datasets obtained dur-
ing four studies of viral,
human and animal cell
RNA.

RNA in a cell, or ribonu-
cleic acid, just like DNA,
stores genetic information.
RNA transmits genetic in-
formation from DNA to the
cytoplasm, the external
space in a cell, and also con-
trols certain chemical
processes in the cell.

The most recent study, re-
ported in an article pub-
lished in the journal
Frontiers in Cellular and
Infection Microbiology, ex-

amined the epitranscrip-
tome of Vero cells, or cells
derived from monkeys, and
human Calu-3 cells by di-
rect RNA sequencing.

An epitranscriptome is a
collective log of all the bio-
chemical modifications of
cell RNA, such as methyla-
tion.

"Our first important find-
ing in this study was that
infection by SARS-CoV-2 in-
creases the level of m6a
(N6-methyladenosine), a
type of methylation, in host
cells compared with non-in-
fected cells," said study au-
thor Marcelo Briones.

Methylation is a bio-
chemical modification in-
volving the addition of a
methyl group to a sub-
strate, a process which oc-
curs in host cells via the ac-
tion of enzymes capable of
transferring part of one
molecule to another. This

changes the behavior of
proteins, enzymes, hor-
mones and genes.

The researchers, the
study said, showed changes
to infected cells' RNA quan-
titatively by analyzing all
the RNAs present in the
cells and qualitatively by
locating on a map the num-
ber of methylations per re-
gion in the nucleotides, the
basic structural unit of
RNAs and DNAs.

"Methylation has two
functions in viruses. It reg-
ulates protein expression,
and it defends the virus
against the action of inter-
feron, a potent antiviral
substance produced by the
host organism," Briones
said.

In both studies, the re-
searchers analyzed m6a be-
cause it is the most com-
mon type of RNA nu-
cleotide modification and is

involved in several signifi-
cant processes, such as in-
tracellular location and
protein translation.

RNA nucleotides contain
nitrogenous bases, which
are nitrogen-containing bi-
ological compounds that
form these nucleotides, and
are either adenine, gua-
nine, uracil, or cytosine,
running along a single
strand.

The team also discovered
that different strains of the
virus displayed variations
in the sequences of nitroge-
nous bases in their nu-
cleotides. "Some strains
may be much more methy-
lated than others. If so,
they can multiply better in-
side host cells," Briones
said.

The virus uses cell en-
zymes for its own methyla-
tion, producing evolution-
ary pressure for adaptation

of viral DRACH sequences
so that they become more
similar to cell sequences,
where the letter D stands
for adenine, guanine or
uracil; R for adenine or
guanine; A for the methy-
lated residue; C for cyto-
sine; and H for adenine, cy-
tosine or uracil.

The viral strains that
adapt best are able to es-
cape interferon, antiviral
protein produced by cells
which have been attacked,
more successfully. The in-
crease in cell methylation
was mapped by two m6A
detection programs. One of
these (m6anet) used a ma-
chine learning technique
called multiple instance
learning (MIL). The other
(EpiNano) validated the re-
sults using a technique
called support vector ma-
chine (SVM), the 
study said.

Covid infection changes genetic material of cells
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Affordable fertilisers 

Ramagundam
(Telangana): The
Centre has spent ap-
proximately Rs 10 lakh
crore during the last
eight years to see that
farmers in the country
are not burdened by
the high global prices
of fertilisers, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said. Modi, who
was speaking after lay-
ing foundation stones
and dedicating to the
nation multiple proj-
ects worth over Rs
9,500 crore at
Ramagundam in
Telangana, said the
Union government
would spend more
than Rs 2.5 lakh crore
this year to make fer-
tilisers available 
to the farmers at af-
fordable rates.

Tea auction 
Agartala: Tripura
may soon get a tea auc-
tion centre as the Tea
Board of India is ac-
tively considering
such a centre. Tripura
Tea Development
Corporation (TTDC),
Chairman Santosh
Saha said, “The Tea
Board of India in-
formed us that it was
actively considering to
set up a tea auction
centre in Tripura.
Now we need to build
up a warehouse to sup-
port it”. He said the
auction centre could
be set up at
Dharmanagar, the
headquarters of the
North district, so that
tea planters from
neighbouring
Karimganj and
Cachar district of
Assam also could sell
their tea besides the
planters from Tripura.

Appointment

New Delhi: Russia’s
Rosneft-backed
Nayara Energy on
Saturday announced
the appointment of
Rajani Kesari as its
chief financial officer.
She will be taking
charge on or before
January 2, 2023, the
company, which oper-
ates a 20 million
tonnes a year oil refin-
ery at Vadinar in
Gujarat and over 6,600
petrol pumps in the
country, said in a
statement. “With her
strong experience in
business partnering,
finance controller-
ship, accounting, taxa-
tion & audit across in-
dustrial, manufactur-
ing, and pharmaceuti-
cal sectors, she will
lead the financial op-
erations of the compa-
ny,” it said.

New flight
New Delhi: No-frills
carrier SpiceJet  start-
ed non-stop flight be-
tween Pune and
Bangkok. The airline
also operates flights to
Bangkok from Delhi
and Kolkata. It has
also added another
flight on the Delhi-
Bangkok route from
November 11. It oper-
ates two daily non-
stop flights from
Kolkata to Bangkok,
according to a release.

TRADE FAIR

A visitor at a Turkish stall during the India International Trade Fair (IITF), in New Delhi, Monday, Nov. 14.

Hyderabad, Nov 14: 

NMDC bagged the
Champion of Champions
Award, sweeping the 16th
PRCI Global
Communication Conclave
2022, to bring home
fourteen Corporate
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Excellence Awards. The
awards were presented at
the Global Communication
Conclave organised by
Public Relations Council of
India (PRCI) in Kolkata.
NMDC won Gold awards
for Most Resilient
Company of the Year;
Internal Communication
Campaign, Corporate
Brochure; Best PSE
Implementing CSR. It
won Silver Awards in the
categories of Best Use of
CSR for Childcare;
Corporate Community
Impact; Best Corporate
Event; Unique HR

Initiatives; Annual
Report; Arts, Culture &
Sports Campaign and
Bronze Awards for
Visionary Leadership;
Website of the Year;
I n n o v a t i v e
Environmental Program
and Consolation Award
for Best Use of Social
Media. P Jaya Prakash,
Head of Corporate
Communication, NMDC
thanked PRCI for encour-

aging innovation in com-
munication techniques
and recognizing the cre-
ative initiatives of NMDC.
“Our brand voice and
communication cam-
paigns are rooted in our
company’s core values
and designed to resonate
with our host communi-
ties and industry stake-
holders.” Congratulating
NMDC’s Corporate
Communication team,

Chairman and
Managing Director
Sumit Deb said, “If
NMDC today is a house-
hold name as a bench-
mark of excellence in
the mining sector in
India, it is only because
of the exceptional artic-
ulation of our communi-
cation team in conveying
what we achieve and
stand for to internal and
external stakeholders”.

NMDC sweeps PRCI Excellence Awards 2022

Srinagar, Nov 14: 

The Centre is ready for
bringing petrol and diesel
under the GST regime but
it is unlikely that the
states will agree to such a
move, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said
on Monday. “For bringing
the petrol and diesel under
the GST, the states have to
agree. If the states make
the move, we are ready. We
have been ready all along.
That’s my understanding.
It is another issue how to
implement it. That ques-
tion should be addressed
to the finance minister,”
Puri told reporters here.
The minister, however,
pointed out that it is un-
likely that the states will
agree to such a move as
liquor and energy are rev-
enue generating items for
them. “It is not difficult to

understand, they (states)
get revenue out of this.
One who is getting rev-
enue, why would he leave
it? Liquor and energy are
two things that generate
revenue. It is only the
Central government
which is worried about in-
flation and other things,”
he added. The Union min-
ister said the Kerala High
Court had suggested that
the issue be placed before
the Goods and Services

Tax (GST) Council for dis-
cussion at its last meeting
in Lucknow. “The finance
minister of that state did
not agree. As far as GST is
concerned, your wishes
and my wishes apart, we
are in a cooperative feder-
al system,” he said. Asked
if the people can expect
some respite in terms of
fuel prices, the minister
said India has seen one of
the lowest increases in
these prices in the past one
year.

“I am surprised by your
question. In lighter vein,
people are asking me
when the prices will rise
again. In North America,
the fuel prices went up by
43 per cent in one year but
in India it went up by only
two per cent. “If there is a
bright spot anywhere in
the world, it’s India. It’s
not me saying it, it is
Morgan Stanley.

Centre ready to bring
fuel under GST: Puri

Chennai, Nov 14: 

ExxonMobil Lubricants
Pvt. Ltd. is associating
with Racing Promotions
Pvt Ltd (RPPL) for the
Indian Racing League as
the official lubricant part-
ner to revolutionize motor-
sports in the country.
Flagging off on November
19 in Hyderabad, the first
edition of Indian Racing
League (IRL)powered by
Wolf Racing, is the only 4-
wheel racing league fea-
turing six city-based fran-
chise teams. Drivers both
women and men, includ-
ing Ex Formula One & Le
Mans drivers will be rac-
ing in this inclusive equal
platform. The Round 2 and
Round 3 will be held at
Madras Motor
International Circuit
(MMRT) on late November
and December over week-
ends, with the grand finale

back in Hyderabad on
December 10-11.

The maiden edition of
IRL will feature 24 drivers
participating in 12 races
through 4 rounds of pul-
sating action to claim the
top spot using the
renowned Aprillia 1100 cc
220 HP engines. It will also
witness India’s first FIA
Graded Street Circuit in
Hyderabad.

Vipin Rana, CEO –
ExxonMobil Lubricants
Pvt Ltd, said: “Our part-
nership with RPPL to
power the Indian Racing
League – Wolf Racing
builds on our focus to sup-
port motorsports in India,
where a community of
racing enthusiasts are
building a powerful new
circuit. We believe it is our
commitment to support

this emerging sport in the
country and create a com-
pelling platform of world-
class reputation and
reach. We see motorsports
gaining tremendous trac-
tion across the country,
and we want to offer our
proven support to the
teams and contribute to
building the real next big
thing in motorsports –
from India for the world.”

Akhilesh Reddy,
Director MEIL and
Chairman, RPPL, added:
“We are excited to kick off
the Indian Racing League
(IRL) and are delighted to
have ExxonMobil as our
partners in a one-of-its-
kind league in India. With
IRL, we aim to revolution-
ize motorsport and put
India back on the map of
motorsports and to pro-
vide opportunities for bud-
ding Indian racing driv-
ers.”

ExxonMobil partners with Racing Promotions 
New Delhi, Nov 14:  

The ‘local committees’
formed to deal with tax-
payers’ grievances aris-
ing out of ‘high-pitched’
scrutiny assessments
shall submit their report
within about two months,
the CBDT has reiterated
in a public communica-
tion.

A set of “revised”
guidelines were issued by
the Board in this context
in April and these were
applicable for cases being
scrutinised under both
the faceless and non-face-
less assessment system.

The local committees
have been created in each
region of the income tax
department, that are
headed by a principal
chief commissioner rank
officer (Pr. CCIT), and
will comprise three offi-

cials of the I-T depart-
ment in the rank of prin-
cipal commissioner or
commissioner. The griev-
ances, by taxpayers who
feel their scrutiny assess-
ment has been unfair or
high-pitched, can be sub-
mitted through the desig-
nated email id notified by
the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
samadhan.faceless.as-
sessment@incometax.gov
.in. “The grievances re-
ceived shall be forwarded
to the local committee of
the Pr.CCIT region and
after due examination,
the committee shall sub-
mit a report, preferably
within two months from
the end of the month of
receipt of grievance,
treating the order as high-
pitched/not high-pitched,
along with the reasons, to
the Pr. CCIT concerned,”

the CBDT said in a recent
public advertisement.
The CBDT is the adminis-
trative authority for the
tax department. The in-
struction, the communi-
cation said, also provided
for initiation of “suitable
action” against the officer
concerned in cases where
assessments are found by
the local committee to be
high-pitched or where
there is non-observance
of principles of natural
justice, non-application of
mind or gross negligence
of assessing officer/as-
sessment unit.

“The aim of creating
these local committees in
all income tax regions of
the country and further
revising the guidelines
for their functioning in
April are aimed to ensure
a fair treatment to the tax-
payer.

I-T dept committees on high-pitched assessments
to submit report in about 2 months: CBDT

Mumbai, Nov 14: 

In an era of digitaliza-
tion, with more than 73%
of vehicle shoppers in
India knowing the exact
model to be purchased and
88% researching online,
product discovery at a
showroom remains an im-
portant driver of customer
experience, according to
the J.D. Power 2022 India
Sales Satisfaction Index
Study (SSI),SM released
today. Since 2021, J.D.
Power has re-launched the
India Sales Satisfaction
Index Study in partnership
with NielsenIQ. The study
finds that customers with a
seamless product discov-
ery engagement have an in-
crease of 28 index points
(on a 1,000-point scale) over
those who do not (872 vs.
844, respectively). However,
more than one-third (36%)

of customers in India men-
tion that the product discov-
ery engagement was not
seamless. “Even in an era of
instant information avail-
ability, the importance of
sales consultant-led product
discovery continues to
drive purchase experience,”
said Sandeep Pande, lead of
the automotive practice
India at NielsenIQ. “With
customers returning to the
showrooms for their pur-
chase, a seamless product
discovery will aid satisfac-
tion and will drive dealer re-
ferrals.”

Following are additional
key findings of the 2022
study: Commercial engage-
ment issues affect overall
satisfaction: Nearly one-
third (27%) of customers
mention that they faced one
or more issues during their
commercial engagement
with the dealers.

MG ranks highest in India sales 
satisfaction for second consecutive year

New Delhi, Nov 14: 

GM recently participat-
ed in the most recognized
Acetech 2022 Exhibition in
MUMBAI from 10th Nov -
13th Nov 2022, that hap-
pened in Mumbai.
Acetech, the biggest exhi-
bition in the category of
design and architecture is
a premium event, which
was sponsored mainly by
GM.

At the event GM occu-
pied the biggest space with
over 6500 sq-ft in this event
where they showcased lat-
est trends and innovation
in the home electrical
space. These range from
stunning designs in
switches to decorative
lights. GM Modular is one
of the fastest growing
switches and home au-

tomation company in
India, that offers a wide
range of revolutionary
products like new genera-
tion switches, home au-
tomation solutions, LED
lights, fans, Bluetooth
music player and much
more. GM aims to bring
comfort and convenience
in every home.

Jayanth Jain, GM’s MD
and CEO said, “Over the
years GM has added a var-
ied range of home electri-
cal products to its portfolio
and we always look for op-
portunities for our con-
sumers to experience
them all at one place.

Today we are a one-stop-
solution for all your elec-
trical needs. Right from
wires and pipes to switch-
es and home automation
solutions, we have it all.

GM Modular brings the 
best of home electrical products

to ACETECH 2022
Mumbai, Nov 14:  

In a volatile trade,
benchmark indices ended
lower on Monday dragged
down by index heavy-
weights ICICI Bank, ITC
and Reliance Industries
amid largely weak Asian
markets.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 170.89
points or 0.28 per cent to
settle at 61,624.15. During
the day, it hit a low of
61,572.03 and a high of
61,916.24. The broader NSE
Nifty dipped 20.55 points
or 0.11 per cent to finish at
18,329.15. From the Sensex
pack, Dr Reddy’s, ITC,
Hindustan Unilever, State
Bank of India, ICICI Bank,
Nestle, Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, and Reliance
Industries were among the
biggest laggards. Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Tata

Steel, Power Grid,
IndusInd Bank, Infosys,
and Maruti were the
major winners. Elsewhere
in Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai
ended lower, while Hong
Kong settled higher.
Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading in

the positive territory in
the afternoon session.
Wall Street had ended
higher on Friday. The
wholesale price-based in-
flation declined to a 19-
month low of 8.39 per cent
in October, on easing
prices of fuel and manu-
factured items.

Markets settle lower in volatile trade

Mumbai, Nov 14: 

The rupee depreciated
by 48 paise to close at 81.26
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday,
tracking the recovery in
the American currency
and a muted trend in do-
mestic equities. Forex
traders said rising crude
oil prices also weighed on
investor sentiments. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened on a strong
note at 80.53, but pared
gains and finally settled at
81.26 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a fall of 48 paise
over its last close. On
Friday, the rupee appreci-
ated by 62 paise to close at
80.78 against the dollar.
“Indian Rupee depreciat-

ed on recovery in US
Dollar and weak domestic
markets. However, Rupee
opened higher on upbeat
macroeconomic data,”
said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. India’s industrial
production expanded by

3.1 per cent in September,
boosted by manufactur-
ing, mining and power
sectors, according to offi-
cial data released on
Friday. “Overall weakness
in the Dollar amid rising
expectations of the not-so-
aggressive Federal
Reserve may also support
the Rupee at lower levels.
Sustained FII inflows may
also support Rupee.
However, higher crude oil
prices may cap sharp up-
side,” Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.59 per
cent to 106.91. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures declined 0.63 per
cent to USD 95.93 per bar-
rel.

Rupee falls 48 paise to close
at 81.26 against US dollar



Disha Parmar takes on a new avatar in ‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

S ony Entertainment
Television’s most-loved show,

‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’ has
kept the viewers hooked with it
engaging storyline. With time,
viewers have seen the ups and
downs in #RaYa’s lives and this
time around as well, the show is
all set to fixate the viewers’ atten-
tion! Experimenting with various
looks to get into the skin of a char-
acter is something that an actor re-
ally works hard upon. In the re-
cent episodes, ardent fans of the
show have been part of the special
moments where everything
seemed to be settled between Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) and Priya (Disha
Parmar) as they’re back together.
But, just when things seemed all
right, in an unfortunate turn of
events, Ram and Priya met with
an accident which caused Ram to
lose his memory! Now in the up-
coming episode, viewers will wit-
ness a twist in the show, where
Priya will be seen taking everyone
by surprise in a completely new
avatar.

Ram has moved back a few
years and has forgotten about
Priya and Pihu. Even under such
circumstances, Priya is concerned
and determined to support Ram
during this difficult time in his
life, but is unable to do so owing to
the circumstances. In the midst of

all of this, Priya will think of a
plan where she can be with Ram
and protect him from Nandini’s
evil intentions. In order to do so,

she will be seen entering Ram’s of-
fice for a meeting in a disguise by
the name ‘Lovely!’ Unaware of
this, will Ram hire her as his new

PA? Talking about the new look in
the show, Disha Parmar shares,
“Priya is just trying to figure out a
way to appear in front of Ram be-
cause, as everyone knows he has
forgotten about her and Pihu. She
is worried since the doctors said
that if he suddenly sees Priya in
front of him, he would have ef-
fects. With the help of Sandy, she
has now found a way to go in front
of Ram with a disguised look by
being his PA. Since Priya is not
used to all this, neither her voice
nor her behaviour has altered;
Priya is still Priya.” Adding on to
her personal experience of getting
into the new look, Disha adds “I’m
quite liking it. It feels like a breath
of fresh air whenever you try
something different as an actor.
The main difference between
Priya and Lovely would be that
Lovely would be seen wearing
shoes, which Priya doesn’t do but
Disha adores them in her personal
life. I’m definitely looking forward
to trying something new since and
I’m sure it’s going to be fun. I’m
hoping the fans continue to show-
er their love as they have always
done.”

Tune in to Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2’, every Monday to
Friday at 8:00 PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Guneet Monga,
Sunny Kapoor to get

married in Dec
PP roducer Guneet Monga on Monday announced

she will tie the knot with her fiance, fashion

entrepreneur Sunny Kapoor, in December. Monga will

marry Kapoor in Mumbai on Dec 11 and 12, which will

be followed by extended functions in Delhi on

December 16, the filmmaker shared in a statement. The

producer, known for backing critically-acclaimed films

like the “Gangs of Wasseypur” series, “Shahid”,

“Masaan”, “The Lunchbox” and “Pagglait”, had

announced her engagement to Kapoor in April. In June,

the couple had a mock wedding for Kapoor’s ailing

grandmother, who later died after a battle with cancer.

“Having once staged a whole wedding for Dadi ji, we

are now set to tie the knot in real life. Though I was

born and brought-up in Delhi, my whole life is now in

Mumbai - my Karma Bhoomi’. I have found friends like

family here. All the ceremonies will be in Mumbai with

a reception in Delhi. Ever since I was 18, I wanted to get

married and finally met Sunny last year on a dating

app,” Monga, 38, said. “I am so grateful to have found

a family that is so loving and giving. Since I lost both

my parents at the age of 23, I have dreamt of having a

big family and I am so excited for that dream to come

true. Can’t wait to end the year with a big bang,” she

added. Besides producing feature films, Monga also

served as an executive producer on the documentary

“Period. End of Sentence”, which won the Academy

Award for Best Documentary Short Subject in 2019.

ACROSS

1. Eye drop

5. Grub

9. Adjust

14. Tortoise’s opponent

15. Vagrant

16. Defeated candidate

17. Moving stairway

19. Composure

20. Untidy conditions

21. Approximate

23. Edible grain

24. Witnessed

25. Thin

29. Inferior

34. Nothing

35. Nobleman’s title

38. Top

39. Conclusions

41. Valleys

42. Asian desert

43. Eons

44. She (Fr.)

45. Wooden nail

46. Seoul native

48. Camper’s lamp

52. Drinks slowly

55. “Cry ____ River” (2 wds.)

56. Amulet

60. Camera support

64. Overweight

65. Support for an institution

67. Diamond and Armstrong

68. Diva’s forte

69. Floor covering

70. Curved letters

71. Hide-and-____

72. Winter vehicle

DOWN

1. Those people

2. Alleviate

3. Circle parts

4. Good sense

5. Morally pure

6. Torrid

7. Reed instruments

8. Inferior

9. Like Swiss mountains

10. Terrible fate

11. Vietnam’s continent

12. Irritating one

13. Family diagram

18. Be in first place

22. Narrates

25. Move stealthily

26. Jargon

27. Senior

28. True

30. Wilt

31. Range

32. Fire’s remnant

33. Royal rule

36. Entire amount

37. Rod and ____

40. Compass direction (abbr.)

41. Jeans material

47. Appraise

49. US rail service

50. Infamous emperor

51. Contaminates

53. Fathers

54. Type of drum

56. Musical sound

57. Lincoln and Vigoda

58. Hawaiian necklaces

59. Man or Wight

61. Beach toy

62. Eye amorously

63. Exploit

66. Even score
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AA fter having an impressive 2022 with
interesting projects like ‘Ghar

Waapsi’, ‘Thar’ and ‘Crash Course’
amongst others, Anushka Kaushik is all
set to carry that momentum ahead with
her future projects as well. The actress is
in quite an interesting phase of her career
currently and only recently she wrapped
up the shoot of her upcoming web series
‘Garmi’ with Tigmanshu Dhulia. Now, she
is busy with the prep and shoot of her
next Arbaaz Khan’s ‘Patna Shukla’ and
she is having quite an exciting time
exploring her character in it. An engaging
social drama on education scam, ‘Patna
Shukla’ features Raveena Tandon in the
lead and Anushka has quite an integral
part in it as well. To prep for her role,
Anushka has gone and met a few stu-
dents from the area who have actually
faced this issue head on. She spoke to
them about the challenges they faced
and how they dealt with them, and is try-
ing to get inspiration from all that for her
portrayal. Apart from that, she has also
learned Bhojpuri accent for her part as
her character’s roots are from Patna.
Anushka shares, “I feel that for any actor
who is picking up a character from a
place that they have never been a part of,
they should really want to work on that
because a fake accent is quite visible. You
can see it on the face and can figure out
if one has worked on their character or
not. Also, it is quite important to under-
stand the psyche of the character as well
for me as she comes from a different
class.” Starring Raveena Tandon,
Anushka Kaushik, Satish Kaushik,
Chandan Roy Sanyal and Jatin Goswami
amongst others, ‘Patna Shukla’ is a social
drama, and the film is expected to go on
the floors by the end of this year.

Anushka
learns

Bhojpuri
accent for

‘Patna Shukla’!

F or years, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s Mere Sai
Shraddha Aur Saburi has cap-
tured the attention of viewers
with its compelling narrative.
Shirdi’s population is adjust-
ing and adapting to the new
changes brought about by in-
dustrialization, but Sai Baba
(Tushar Dalvi) continues to be
a vital guide. In ongoing track,
amongst all the valuable teach-
ings, Sai Baba talks about the
importance of gender equality.
Tushar Dalvi who is essaying
the role of Sai Baba sheds light
on the important contempo-

rary issue of gender inequali-
ty. He shares, “We should re-
spect our society, and follow
the norms but only when they
are equal for everyone. It is be-
lieved that if God does not dif-
ferentiate between men and
women then we do not hold
any position to do that.
Everyone should respect both
men and women equally and
the rules must be equal for all
for a better balance of the soci-
ety.”

Tune in to Mere Sai every
Monday to Friday at 7 PM
only on Sony Entertainment
Television

Tushar Dalvi sheds light on importance of gender equality

F ilmmaker Karan
Johar on Saturday

announced that his up-
coming directorial
“Rocky Aur Rani Ki
Prem Kahani” will be re-
leased in theatres on
April 28, 2023.

The family drama
stars Ranveer Singh and
Alia Bhatt in the lead
alongside veteran actors
Dharmendra, Jaya
Bachchan and Shabana
Azmi in key roles.

A Dharma
Productions project, the
film was earlier slated
for release on February
10, 2023.

Johar, whose last di-
rectorial was 2016’s “Ae
Dil Hai Mushkil”, shared
the news in a statement
posted on Instagram.

“My heart is filled
with excitement and
g r a t i t u d e
#RockyAurRaniKiPrem
Kahani releasing in cine-
mas near you on 28th
April, 2023,” he wrote on
Instagram.

In the statement, the
filmmaker said “Rocky
Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani” marks his re-
turn to his first home —
cinemas — after a gap of
seven years.

“I had the absolute ho-
nour of working with
not one, but many illus-
trious actors on the set of
my seventh film,” the 50-
year-old director said.

Johar further said the
film will provide viewers
the “familial nostalgic
feeling of an ensemble

cast, creating music that
captivates the hearts and
a story that runs deep to
the roots of our family
traditions”.

“It’s that time again -
to huddle with your fam-
ily and friends, buy the
popcorn and witness just
sheer love & entertain-
ment unfold on the big
screen,” he added.

“Rocky Aur Rani Ki
Prem Kahani” is written
by Ishita Moitra,
Shashank Khaitan and
Sumit Roy.

Karan’s directorial 
‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani’

to release in Apr 2023

AA ctor Ayushmann
Khurrana says his upcom-

ing feature “An Action Hero” is
different from his “staple
genre of social-comedy” and
he hopes audience accepts him
in this new space.

Billed as a slick actioner
with an offbeat satirical sense
of humour, the film follows an
artist’s journey both in front
and behind the lens.

Khurrana plays Manav, an
action hero, who runs for his
life as Bhura Solanki (Jaideep
Ahlawat) wants to avenge the
mysterious death of his broth-
er. The actor, known for films
like “Shubh Mangal Saavdhan”,
“Badhaai Ho”, and “Dream
Girl”, said “An Action Hero” is
possibly his first film without a
social message. “It is a genre
breaker for me. It is different
from my staple genre of social-

comedy and there is no mes-
sage in it. There is pure thrill. It
is a roller coaster ride,” the
actor told reporters here on
Thursday night. “This film is
about an extraordinary man in
an ordinary situation. The emo-

tion of revenge is an ordinary
thing but if a superstar hap-
pens to be in that ordinary sit-
uation, how does he deal with
it, is what the story is about,”
Khurrana added. “Pataal Lok”
star Ahlawat said he loved the

script of “An Action Hero”.
“You will not be able to say

who is a hero or villain.
Everyone has their own reason
to do things. I never thought of
the character as a villain
because he has strong reasons
behind Ayushmann,” he added.

The film is directed by
Anirudh Iyer, who previously
served as an assistant director
on Aanand L Rai’s “Tanu Weds
Manu Returns” and “Zero”.
Neeraj Yadav has penned the
screenplay.

Iyer said the team did not
approach “An Action Hero” just
as an actioner as the story has
many layers.

“It (film) is a lot more than
an action film. There is action,
thriller, humour. The situation
is such that he (Khurrana) ends
up doing action,” the director
said.

‘An Action Hero’ is a genre 
breaker film for me: Ayushmann
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Melbourne, Nov 14 (PTI):

Adil Rashid’s game
changing performances in
England’s T20 World Cup
winning campaign could
certainly make him a hot
property at the upcoming
IPL auction in Kochi on
December 23.

Rashid, who literally
choked India and Pakistan
in the semi-final and final
with high profile scalps
like Suryakumar Yadav
and Babar Azam, could
once again be seen in an
IPL team jersey after his
stint with Punjab Kings.

“Yes, I will be putting up
my name in IPL auctions
this time,” Rashid told PTI
after the World Cup final
on Sunday. When asked if
he has been in talks with
any team, he replied in the
negative.

While Rashid might
have got only four wickets
in six games, he finished
his full quota of overs in
all games at an economy

rate of 6.12. And what
could interest the fran-
chisees is the pace at
which he bowled, poten-
tially making him more ef-
fective than ever on tracks
like Eden Gardens,
Chepauk or Uppal.

He explained how he
has decreased his pace and

gone for more flighted de-
liveries like the googly to
fool Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam.

“Babar’s googly, I don’t if
it was the turning point of
the match but I was defi-
nitely getting some turn. I
don’t know about Shadab
Khan or Liam

Livingstone. “ I was bowl-
ing a bit more slow today
and got the big leggies (leg
breaks) going my way.
Normally I bowl a bit
quicker and bit shorter.
That was my game plan
for me and that’s the way I
bowl,” Adil explained his
strategy. While Shadab

and Livingstone (when he
bowls leg spin) are much
quicker through the air,
Rashid believes in taking
the opposite route.

“Shadab and Liam
bowls it a bit quicker and
everyone has got their own
way. For me, slower I bowl
better it is.”

‘I will put my name in 
next month’s IPL auction’

Billings opts out of
IPL to focus on longer format
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  England wicketkeeper batter Sam Billings on
Monday opted out of next year’s Indian Premier League
to focus on the longer format of the game. Billings
played eight games for Kolkata Knight Riders earlier this
year, scoring 169 runs an an average of 24.14. He made
his IPL debut in 2016. “Have taken the tough decision
that I won’t be taking part in the next IPL. Looking to
focus on longer format cricket at the start of the English
summer with @kentcricket,” Billings tweeted. “Thank
you so much for the opportunity @kkriders ! Loved every
minute of it. An amazing franchise with some brilliant
people. Hopefully see you again in the future.” The 31-
year-old had made his unexpected Test debut in January
when he was brought into the side in the last minute for
the fourth Ashes Test against Australia in Hobart.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya should
be made full-time captain
in the shortest format
ahead of the 2024 T20
World Cup and India need
to start rebuilding from
the limited over series in
New Zealand, said former
chairman of the selection
c o m m i t t e e
K r i s h n a m a c h a r i
Srikkanth. India made
semifinal exit from the
just-concluded T20 World
Cup after suffering a 10-
wicket hammering from
eventual champions
England. The heavy defeat
marked India’s fifth knock-
out loss in last six World
Cups. “See if I was the
Chairman of the selection
committee, I would say
that Hardik Pandya should
be the captain of the 2024
World Cup, straight away,
I’d put it that way number
one,” Srikkanth said on
Star Sports show ‘Match
Point’. “And start rebuild-
ing a side right from today,
that is from the New
Zealand series which is
going to happen in a

weeks’ time. “You start
from today, the prepara-
tion for the World cup, you
need to understand, starts
2 years in advance. So, you
do whatever you want to
do, the trial and error poli-
cy, do whatever you want,
try it for one year, then you
form a team and by 2023
make sure this is going to
be at the level that is going
to play the World Cup. “
India will play three T20Is
and as many ODIs in New
Zealand starting Friday,
where Hardik will lead the

side in the shortest format.
The former opener said
India need to identify more
fast bowling all-rounders
ahead of the 2024 edition.
“You need more fast-ball
all-rounders.

Let’s see, 1983 World
Cup, 2011 World Cup, 2007
T20 World Cup, why did we
win? We had many fast-
ball all-rounders and semi
all-rounders. “So, to identi-
fy these guys - guys like
Hooda, like Hooda, there
are going to be so many
more Hoodas.”

‘Make Hardik captain 
for 2024 T20 World Cup’

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI):

Former India captain
and coach Anil Kumble
feels having totally differ-
ent squads in limited overs
and Test format is the way
forward for the country in
international cricket.

England’s roaring suc-
cess in ODIs and T20Is has
ignited the debate for dif-
ferent teams and coaches
in white and red ball crick-
et. “Definitely, you need
separate teams. You need,
certainly, T20 specialists. I
think what this English
team has shown and even
the last (T20) World Cup
champions Australia have
shown is that you need to
invest in a lot of all-
rounders. Look at the bat-
ting order,” Kumble told
ESPNcricinfo. “Today
Liam Livingstone is bat-

ting at No. 7. No other team
has a No. 7 of the quality of
Livingstone. (Marcus)
Stoinis walks in at No. 6
(for Australia). That’s the
kind of team you have to
build. That’s something
that you need to invest in.

“I’m not really sure
whether you need a differ-
ent captain or a different
coach. It all depends on
what team you are going to
pick and then choose how
you want to build the sup-
port and the leadership

around it.” Former
Australia all-rounder Tom
Moody said splitting
coaches should be serious-
ly considered by interna-
tional teams. England have
Brendon McCullum as
their Test coach and

Matthew Mott as their
white-ball coach. “I think
there is no doubt that mov-
ing forward, whether it be
player or support manage-
ment, there needs to be a
serious look into that sepa-
ration. “It seems England
have quite a considerable
difference between their
red-ball squad and their
white-ball squad. They’ve
created a depth of quality,”
Moody told the cricket
website after England won
their second T20 World
Cup title. “With regards to
England being the best
white-ball team (of all
time), I don’t think they’re
there yet. If they had won
in the UAE at the last T20
World Cup, you could base
an argument, but they
weren’t there in that one.
So they’ve missed a World
Cup there.

Kumble calls for separate Indian teams in Test and white-ball cricket

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Tournament’s leading run-get-
ter Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav were on
Monday named in the “Most
Valuable Team” of ICC 2022
T20 World Cup. Indian super-
star Kohli ended as the tour-
nament’s most prolific batter
with 296 runs at a stunning
average of 98.66. 

Kohli kick-started his cam-
paign with a pivotal 82 not out
against arch rivals Pakistan to
anchor his side to a heart-
thumping final-ball four-wick-
et victory. And further knocks
of 64 not out against
Bangladesh, 62 not out
against the Netherlands and
50 against England in the
semi-finals helped round off
an individual competition to
savour for one of the greatest
white-ball batters of the mod-
ern era. Fellow Indian

Suryakumar finished as the
tournament’s third highest
run-scorer with 239 runs over-
all.  Three half centuries — 51
not out against the
Netherlands in Sydney, 68
against South Africa in Perth
and 61 not out off just 25 balls

against Zimbabwe in
Melbourne — helped haul his
side into the semi-finals as he
scored at a staggering strike
rate of 189.68 in his six
innings. Another Indian,
Hardik Pandya was named as
the 12th man of the side.

Kohli, Suryakumar named in 
‘Most Valued Team’of 2022 T20 World Cup

Paris, Nov 14 (AP): Paris
Saint-Germain’s stars
came through their final
game before the World
Cup unscathed, with
France forward Kylian
Mbappe opening the scor-
ing in the unbeaten league
leader’s 5-0 home win
against Auxerre.

Argentina star Lionel
Messi, Brazil’s Neymar
and Mbappe all started
against Auxerre as PSG
maintained its five-point
lead in the French league
over second-place Lens on
Sunday. Messi and
Neymar came off with
about 15 minutes left but
Mbappe played the full
match, despite coming off
near the end last weekend
with muscle fatigue.

Mbappe joins up with de-
fending champion
France’s squad on Monday

before flying out to Qatar
on Wednesday. “As soon as
my players had made the

difference, I focused on
managing them,” PSG
coach Christophe Galthie
said. “I quickly made
changes to protect them.”
Messi lofted a clever pass
over the defense for
Portugal defender Nuno
Mendes sprinting down
the left, and his pass was
volleyed in by Mbappe for
his league-leading 12th
goal. The goal was award-
ed following a video re-
view after Neymar han-
dled the ball moments ear-
lier in Auxerre’s penalty
area.

The World Cup-bound
Mendes broke free again
down the left and his cross
was deftly turned in by for-
ward Carlos Soler in the
51st.

PSG’s World Cup-bound stars all
unscathed as leader wins 5-0

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe, right, challenges for the ball with
Auxere’s Jubal, left, and Auxere’s Paul Joly, centre, dur-
ing the French League One soccer match between Paris
Saint Germain and Auxerre at Parc des Princes stadium.

Turin, Nov 14 (AP):
Rafael Nadal’s bid to win
one of the few titles miss-
ing from his glittering ca-
reer started poorly as he
was beaten in straight sets
by eighth-seeded Taylor
Fritz in their opening
match at the ATP Finals.
After a close-fought open-
ing set, Fritz dominated
the second as the
American secured a 7-6 (3),
6-1 victory over the top-
seeded Nadal on Sunday.

“It feels great. I felt like
coming out first match, es-
pecially for my hopes of
getting out of the group, it
was going to be really im-
portant,” Fritz said.

“I came out and played a
great match, and I couldn’t
be happier.”

Fritz strengthened his

grip on the match when he
broke Nadal’s serve in the
fourth game of the second
set.

Nadal fought valiantly
to stay in the match and

managed to save four
break points in the sixth
game but Fritz prevailed
at the fifth time of asking
to leave him serving for
the match.

Fritz beats Nadal at ATP Finals;
Ruud downs Auger-Aliassime

Norway’s Casper Ruud celebrates after defeating
Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime on winning his group
stage match of the ATP Finals Turin at Pala Alpitour,
Turin, Italy.

Riyadh, Nov 14 (AP):

Saudi Arabia winger
Fahad al-Mowallad was
pulled from the World
Cup squad less than 48
hours after being selected
because of an ongoing
doping case.

The Saudis’ coach,
Herv Renard, replaced al-
Mowallad from his 26-
man squad for the tourna-
ment in Qatar “as a pre-
caution,” the team said
on its Twitter account on
Sunday.

The Saudi Arabian
Anti-Doping Committee
said in May it suspended
the player for 18 months
over his positive test in
February for the doping
substance furosemide. It
is a diuretic that has a

long-established use in
sports doping as a mask-
ing agent to hide the pres-
ence of other drugs.

Saudi media reports
said the 28-year-old al-
Mowallad’s ban had been
cut which cleared him for
selection to play in Qatar,
in what would have been
his second World Cup.
The World Anti-Doping

Agency confirmed
Sunday it had intervened
in the case before the
Saudi squad was selected.

“WADA has appealed
the case to CAS (the
Court of Arbitration for
Sport) seeking a longer
period of ineligibility,”
the Montreal-based
agency said in a state-
ment.

Saudi Arabia pulls player from
World Cup over doping case

Philipp Lahm says it was ‘mistake’
to award WCup to Qatar

Berlin: Seven days before the World Cup is due to start in
Qatar, former Germany captain Philipp Lahm says it was “a
mistake” to award the tournament to the Gulf Arab country.
Lahm, who is head of Germany’s organizing committee for the
2024 European Championship, wrote Sunday in a column for
Zeit Online that the World Cup “does not belong” in Qatar and
he criticized the human rights situation in the nation.

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::

Swashbuckling Australia
opening batter David Warner
has hinted at Test retirement
next year but he is likely to
continue playing white-ball
cricket.

Warner’s comments came
after hosts Australia made an
early exit from the T20 World
Cup. “Test cricket will probably
be the first one to fall off.
Potentially it could be my last
12 months in Test cricket,”
Warner said on ‘Triple M’s
Deadset Legends’ show.

“Because that’s how it will
pan out. The T20 World Cup is
in 2024, (one-day) World Cup
next year.” 

The 36-year-old left-handed
batter has played 96 Test
matches since making his
debut in 2011 and has scored
7817 runs at an average of

46.52 with 24 hundreds and 34
fifties. Australia’s busy 2023
Test cricket schedule involves a
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
India (February-March) and
Ashes in England from June 16
to July 31.

Warner hints at Test
retirement next year

Johannesburg, Nov 14 (AP):

Batsman Rassie van
der Dussen recovered
from a broken finger to
make the South Africa
squad on Monday for a
three-test series in
Australia starting next
month.

The Proteas also includ-
ed uncapped fast bowler
Gerald Coetzee and re-
called batsman Theunis
de Bruyn, who hasn’t
played international
cricket since 2019.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Heinrich Klaasen was se-
lected after Ryan
Rickelton missed out
through injury.

South Africa will be
without top-order bats-
man Keegan Petersen,
who has been a regular in

the important position of
No. 3 but is out with a
hamstring injury sus-
tained while playing do-
mestic cricket.

Spin bowler Keshav
Maharaj is part of the
squad and Cricket South
Africa said he should be
fit in time despite current-
ly undergoing treatment
for a groin muscle injury.

Van der Dussen fit for South
Africa’s series in Australia

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):
Ben Stokes can certainly
go on to become England’s
greatest ever cricketer as
the star all-rounder
“stands up in the biggest
moments” like he did on
Sunday, said skipper Jos
Buttler said after the
team’s T20 World Cup tri-
umph.

Stokes had anchored
England’s chase against
New Zealand in the 2019
ODI World Cup final with
an unbeaten 84 not out.

On Sunday, Stokes
struggled against
Pakistani pacers initially
but took his team past the
line with a responsible 52
not out to help his team
win its second T20 World
Cup title.

So is he on his way to be-
come England’s greatest
ever cricketer?

“Yeah, he can be in the
conversation for sure,”
said Buttler after the fa-
mous win over Pakistan at
the MCG.

‘Ben Stokes stands up in English
cricket’s biggest moments’



Court sends AAP’s Nair,
businessman Boinpally

to 5-day ED custody
New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Monday sent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) communica-
tion in-charge Vijay Nair
and businessman
Abhishek Boinpally to five
days' ED custody in a
money laundering case re-
lated to the excise scam
but granted them bail in a
linked corruption case
being probed by the CBI.

Special Judge MK
Nagpal allowed the
Enforcement Directorate's
(ED) application seeking
remand of the two ac-
cused after the agency
said they needed to be in-
terrogated to unearth the
larger conspiracy and the

money trail.
The anti-money laun-

dering agency also said
the accused were required
to be confronted with wit-
nesses and documents.

In the CBI case related
to alleged irregularities in
the Delhi government's
now scrapped excise poli-
cy, the court granted bail
to the duo on personal
bonds of Rs 2 lakh each
and one surety of the like
amount.

While Nair was arrest-
ed by the CBI in
September, Boinpally was
apprehended last month.
An FIR was lodged in the
matter after Delhi
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena recommended a

CBI probe.
The CBI has alleged that

Nair was involved in
meeting the other co-ac-
cused and liquor manufac-
turers as well as distribu-
tors at various hotels in
Hyderabad, Mumbai and
Delhi for arranging "ill-
gotten money through
hawala operators".

The CBI has also
claimed Boinpally was
part of the meetings.

The central agency has
alleged Boinpally was in-
volved in the conspiracy
to launder money along
with another accused,
liquor businessman
Sameer Mahendru, who
has also been arrested and
is lodged in Tihar jail.
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EXCISE POLICY SCAM

J'khand CM nod for pre-
liminary enquiry against
5 former BJP ministers

Ranchi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Monday gave a go ahead to
the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) to register a
preliminary enquiry into
alleged disproportionate
assets of five former BJP
ministers in the state. The
ACB had sought separate
preliminary enquiry (PE)
against each of the five for-
mer ministers following
confirmation of the allega-
tion after an initial investi-
gation, an official release
said. The former ministers
who are under scanner -
Amar Kumar Bauri,
Randhir Kumar Singh, Dr.
Neera Yadav, Louis
Marandi, and Neelkanth
Singh Munda were part of
Raghubar Das' cabinet.

Four of the five former

ministers are currently
BJP MLAs. "On direction
from the cabinet secretari-
at and vigilance depart-
ment, the ACB had regis-
tered an informative re-
port. After conducting an
initial investigation, the
ACB sought permission
from the department to reg-
ister separate PEs against
the five former ministers.
Based on the ACB report,
the department had sought
permission from the chief
minister," the release said.
The Jharkhand govern-
ment on May 31 ordered a
probe by the ACB to investi-
gate into alleged dispropor-
tionate assets of the five
former ministers in the
wake of a public interest
litigation filed by one
Pankaj Kumar Yadav be-
fore the Jharkhand high
court in 2020.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday decided to hear
after two weeks the CBI's
plea against a Bombay
High Court order allowing
Mainak Mehta, the broth-
er-in-law of fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi who
is an accused in the
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case, to travel
abroad.

Earlier, a bench headed
by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud had asked
Mehta to write to the
banks, where his accounts
are being probed by the
CBI, and seek the state-
ments of transactions.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice J B
Pardiwala, recorded the
statement of senior advo-
cate Amit Desai, appear-
ing for Mehta, that a com-
munication has been sent
to the banks seeking state-
ment of transactions.

"Banks have said that
the matter is being looked
into. Let the proceedings
be listed exactly after two
weeks when we will have
the status of the progress,"
the bench said in its order
on Monday.

Desai said Mehta has
been cooperating with the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and was made an ap-
prover in the money laun-

dering case involving
Modi, and now he is being
harassed by the CBI.

Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju said
Mehta is related to Neerav
Modi, an accused in the
multi-crore rupees Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
fraud case and, moreover,
he had not cooperated
fully in the investigation.

The CBI has been alleg-
ing Mehta received a large
sum of money siphoned
off in the PNB fraud
which was transferred to
his wife's bank account.

Mehta had told the court
that his bank accounts, in-
cluding those in
Singapore, were frozen fol-

lowing a money launder-
ing probe launched by the
ED.

The bench had said the
details of all the communi-
cation with the banks
should be shared with the
investigating agency.

The apex court had said
it will allow Mehta to trav-
el abroad once he furnish-
es the bank statements
and had posted the matter
for hearing on November
14.

The court was hearing
the CBI's plea challenging
the August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court that
allowed Mehta to travel to
Hong Kong and stay there
for three months.

Mainpuri (UP), Nov 14 (PTI): 

Samjawadi Party candi-
date for the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha bypoll Dimple
Yadav filed her nomina-
tion papers on Monday
and said her father-in-law
Mulayam Singh Yadav's
blessings are with her.

The December 5 bypoll
was necessitated after the
seat fell vacant following
the demise of SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav on
October 10.

The result of the bypoll
will be declared on
December 8.

SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav and MP Ramgopal
Yadav accompanied 44-
year-old Dimple during
the filing of nomination
papers at the District
Magistrate's office here.

However, no one from
Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohia) chief
Shivpal Singh Yadav's fam-
ily accompanied Dimple to

the DM's office.
Before submitting the

papers, Dimple, wife of
Akhilesh Yadav, touched
the feet of MP Ramgopal
Yadav.

After filing her nomina-
tion papers, Dimple said,
"Mainpuri gave recogni-
tion to 'netaji', and 'netaji'
gave recognition to
Mainpuri. Netaji's bless-
ings are with me, and in
the elections, the blessings
of the people of Mainpuri
will be with the SP."

Former MP from
Mainpuri Tej Pratap and
SP district president Alok
Sakya also accompanied
them. Filing of nomina-
tions has started and the
last date for filing nomi-
nations is November 17.

The BJP, which is aim-
ing to turn the apple cart
of SP in its stronghold
Mainpuri like it did re-
cently in Azamgarh and
Rampur, is yet to an-
nounce its nominee to

take on Dimple.
Speaking to reporters,

Akhilesh said, "This elec-
tion is taking place at a
time when 'netaji'

(Mulayam) is not among
us. Netaji had moved
ahead with the blessings
of the people of
Mainpuri.

"Today, I would appeal
to the people of Mainpuri
to move on the path
shown by 'netaji'. Dimple
is the candidate from

here, and I am sure that
the way in which people
here have supported (us),
in the name of 'netaji',
they will make her victo-
rious by a record mar-
gin."

The SP chief also said
the way in which 'netaji'
took forward the develop-
ment of Mainpuri, SP
people will not allow (any-
one) to "break this faith".

"The real tribute to
Netaji will be that Dimple
gets the entire votes (of
the constituency),"
Akhilesh said.

He said proposers of
Dimple Yadav were Alok
Shakya (SP's Mainpuri
district president),
Rajnarayan Batham, AH
Hashmi and Tej Pratap
Yadav.

The choice of pro-
posers shows the SP's ef-
forts to take along numer-
ically strong sections of
the voters in the
Mainpuri constituency.

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought a re-
sponse from all high
courts on a 2019 plea seek-
ing a direction to the
Centre and all states for
taking steps to set up
Gram Nyayalayas' under
the supervision of the top
court. A bench of Justices
S A Nazeer and V
Ramasubramanian is-
sued notices to the regis-
trar general of all high
courts and made them
parties in the case.

The top court said the
high courts should be
made party as they are
the supervisory authority.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
the petitioner NGO
National Federation of

Societies for Fast Justice
and others, submitted be-
fore the bench that de-
spite a direction from the
top court in 2020, many
states have yet not taken
any action. These Gram
Nyayalayas' should be
such that people may be
able to articulate their
grievances without the
need of lawyer, Bhushan
said.

The matter is now post-
ed for next hearing on
December 5. The apex
court in 2020 had directed
the states, which are yet
to come out with notifica-
tions for establishing
Gram Nyayalayas', to do
so within four weeks, and
asked the high courts to
expedite the process of
consultation with state
governments on this

issue.
An Act passed by

Parliament in 2008 pro-
vided for the setting up of
Gram Nyayalayas' at the
grassroots level for pro-
viding access to justice to
citizens at the doorstep
and to ensure that oppor-
tunities for securing jus-
tice are not denied to any-
one by reason of social,
economic or other disabil-
ities.

The plea had said that
sections 5 and 6 of the
2008 Act provide that state
government in consulta-
tion with the high court
will appoint a
Nyayadhikari' for each
Gram Nyayalaya', who
will be a person eligible to
be appointed as a judicial
magistrate of the First
Class.

2 held in Noida for 
cheating on pretext of

currency exchange
Noida, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The police in Noida on
Monday said they have ar-
rested two Delhi-based
men who allegedly duped
people on the pretext of
providing them with for-
eign currency in return
for Indian money at low
exchange rates.

The accused were ar-
rested by Sector 142 police
station team after a case
was lodged against the duo
on Sunday on the com-
plaint of a local resident,
officials said.

"The accused had prom-
ised to provide the com-
plainant USD 15,000 in re-
turn for Rs 4.50 lakh in

Indian currency but ended
up cheating the com-
plainant," a police
spokesperson said.

"Mizanur Sheikh and
Mursaleem, both natives
of Bardhman in West
Bengal, are currently stay-
ing in East Delhi's
Seemapuri area. The duo
was near the Advant build-
ing in Noida when they
were held on Monday," the
spokesperson said.

The police have seized
Rs 41,500 cash, an
American dollar bill of
USD 20, five notes of Saudi
Arab's currency of denom-
ination 50, two mobile
phones and a knife from
them, the official said.

Odisha ‘sextortion’ case

ED seizes incriminating 
documents, digital evidence

New Delhi, Nov 14 (PTI): 

The ED on Monday said
it has seized "incriminat-
ing" documents, digital evi-
dence and mobile phones
during recent searches car-
ried out in connection with
a money-laundering probe
linked to an alleged "sextor-
tion" racket that recently
surfaced in Odisha.

The action was under-
taken against prime ac-
cused Archana Nag, her
husband Jagabandhu
Chand, his alleged aide
Khageshwar Patra and
Sharadhanjali Behera, an
associate of Nag, on
November 10. A total of
seven premises in the state
were searched, the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.

The raids were conducted
as part of an "ongoing
money-laundering investiga-
tion being carried out by the
ED in a high-profile sextor-
tion racket operated by
Archana Nag and her associ-
ates by targeting influential
and affluent persons", it
added. The money-launder-
ing probe stems from two
Odisha Police FIRs filed
against the accused. Nag and
Chand were arrested by the
police last month. They are
currently lodged in jail under
judicial custody. The ED ar-
rested Patra recently and he
is in the federal agency's cus-
tody till November 21, the
statement said.

Varanasi court postpones judgment on
plea seeking ‘Shivling’ worship till Nov 17

Varanasi (UP), Nov 14 (PTI): 

A fast-track court
on Monday post-
poned till November
17 its judgment on a
plea seeking permis-
sion to allow the wor-
ship of a "Shivling"
claimed to have been

found inside the Gyanvapi
mosque complex here.

Civil Judge (senior divi-
sion) Mahendra Pandey
postponed the judgment
till November 17,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Sulabh Prakash said.

After hearing the argu-
ments of both the sides to
the dispute, the court had,
on October 27, reserved its

order on the suit for
November 8.

As the judge was on
leave on November 8, the
matter was posted for
Monday.

On May 24, plaintiff
Kiran Singh, general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Vedic
Sanatan Sangh, filed the
suit in the Varanasi dis-
trict court, seeking a ban
on the entry of Muslims
into the Gyanvapi com-
plex, handing over of the
complex to the Sanatan
Sangh and permission to
offer prayers to the
"Shivling".

On May 25, District
Judge A K Vishvesh had
ordered the transfer of the
suit to the fast-track court.

The Varanasi district
magistrate, the police com-
missioner, the Anjuman
Intezamia Committee,
which manages the affairs
of the Gyanvapi mosque,
and the Vishwanath
Temple Trust were made
respondents in the suit.

On April 26, a lower
court (civil judge-senior
division) that was earlier
hearing a plea moved by a
group of women seeking
permission for the daily
worship of the idols of the
Hindu deities on the
mosque's outer walls had
ordered a videographic
survey of the Gyanvapi
complex.

The Hindu side had
claimed that a "Shivling"

was found inside the
mosque complex during
the exercise. However, the
Muslim side has main-
tained that the structure
was part of the fountain
mechanism at the "wa-
zookhana" reservoir,
where devotees carry out
ritual ablutions before of-
fering "namaz".

The Supreme Court had
transferred the case from
the civil judge senior divi-
sion to the district judge
on May 20 and observed
that looking at the "com-
plexities" and "sensitivity"
of the issue, it is better if a
senior judicial officer with
an experience of more
than 25-30 years handles
the case.

People visit a garden to witness autumn foilage following rains in Srinagar, Monday.

AUTUMN FOILAGE BJP workers clash
with cops during
protest rally over
dengue outbreak

Kolkata, Nov 14 (PTI):
Clashes broke out between
the police and BJP workers
here on Monday when ac-
tivists of the saffron camp,
during a protest over rising
cases of dengue in the city,
were stopped from march-
ing towards state minister
and Kolkata Mayor Firhad
Hakim's residence. The
state BJP youth wing, dur-
ing the day, took out a rally
from New Alipore area to
Chetla, where Hakim re-
sides, demanding answers
for alleged indifference of
the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation to the "wors-
ening dengue scenario"
here. BJP activists burnt
effigies of Hakim and
shouted slogans against
the TMC government in
the state. As the protesters
approached Hakim's resi-
dence, police personnel
stopped them, having put
up barricades across the
street that led to the
mayor's home.
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SC issues notice to HCs on plea for
setting up of Gram Nyayalayas

SP candidate Dimple Yadav files nomination for Mainpuri bypolls

SC to hear after 2 weeks CBI plea
against allowing Nirav Modi’s 

brother-in-law to travel abroad

2 associates of 
forest brigand

Veerappan released
CCooiimmbbaattoorree  ((TTNN)),,  NNoovv  1144  ((PPTTII))::
Two associates of slain forest
brigand Veerappan were re-
leased from the Central jail
here in the early hours of
Monday, police said. Three per-
sons -- Madhaiyan (elder broth-
er of Veerappan), Andiyappan
and Perumal -- were arrested
for the murder of forest ranger
Chidambaranathan and two
forest department officials
near Sathyamangalam in Erode
district in July 1987. The trio
were sentenced to life impris-
onment and lodged in the
Central jail here and
Madhaiyan, who was shifted to
Salem prison died a few
months ago due to age-related
illness. Based on the pleas by
Human Right activists, the
Tamil Nadu government or-
dered the release of
Andiyappan and Perumal, who
came out after completing 32
years in prison, police said.

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Dimple Yadav with her husband and SP President Akhilesh
Yadav files nomination for the Mainpuri parliamentary constituency by-elections, in
Mainpuri, Monday.


