
Accident
KKoollhhaappuurr:: A 32-year-old
Marathi television actor
died after her motorcycle
was hit by a concrete mixer
tractor in Kolhapur district,
a police official said on
Sunday. Kalyani Kurale-
Jadhav, who appears in the
TV serial 'Tujyhat Jeev
Rangala', was on her way
home late Saturday evening
when the accident took
place near Halondi inter-
section on Sangli-Kolhapur
highway, the official said.

Centre
AAggaarrttaallaa:: Tripura may
soon get a tea auction
centre as the Tea Board of
India is actively consider-
ing such a centre. Tripura
Tea Development
Corporation (TTDC),
Chairman Santosh Saha
said, "The Tea Board of
India informed us that it
was actively considering
to set up a tea auction
centre in Tripura. Now we
need to build up a ware-
house to support it". 

Ban
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Under fire
from the opposition over
the law and order issue,
the Punjab government
on Sunday banned public
display of firearms and
songs promoting gun cul-
ture and violence. The
state government also
ordered a review of arms
licenses within the next
three months, according
to an official order. 

Hurdles 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Thousands of old
age pensioners in Kashmir
have been running from
pillar to post to ensure
they continue receiving the
meagre government finan-
cial support as the pay-
ment process has been
moved to online mode. 
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Visitors click pictures of 'rangoli'
as part of celebration of

'Kannada Rajyotsava' at Cubbon
Park in Bengaluru, Sunday.
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Mumbai, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Customs officials seized
61 kg of gold worth Rs 32
crore in separate opera-
tions at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport here,
making it the highest value
seizure by the department
at the airport in a single
day, an official said on
Sunday.

At least seven travellers,
five men and two women,
were arrested in the
seizures that were made on
Friday, the official said.

This is the highest

seizure in a single day in
the history of the customs
at the Mumbai airport, he
claimed. In the first opera-
tion, four Indians return-
ing from Tanzania were
found carrying 1 kg gold
bars, which were concealed
in specially-designed belts
with multiple pockets, the
official said. Officials re-
covered 53 kg of UAE-made
gold bars, worth Rs 28.17
crore, from the belts that
the passengers had worn
around their torso, he said.

The belts were handed
over to the travellers by a
Sudanese national at Doha
airport during transit time,
the official said.

The four travellers were

arrested and remanded to
14 days judicial custody by
a court, he said.

Similarly, customs offi-
cials seized 8 kg gold val-
ued at Rs 3.88 crore from
three passengers who had
arrived from Dubai, he
said. The trio, including
two women, were carrying
gold dust in wax form, he
said.

The gold was ingenious-
ly concealed in the waist-
line of the jeans the trav-
ellers had worn, the official
said. One of the women
was is in her late 60s and
was on a wheelchair, he
said, adding that the trio
were arrested and remand-
ed to judicial custody.

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI): 

England's golden gener-
ation of white-ball crick-
eters overcame a spirited
Pakistan to win the T20
World Cup with a five-
wicket victory in the title
clash, here on Sunday.

The Pakistani fans had

hoped for an encore of
1992, when Imran Khan's
team created history at
this very venue, but
Pakistan's batting resem-
bled more like their 1999
World Cup final effort at
the Lord's. Their batting
had imploded in that final
as they couldn't negotiate
Shane Warne in that con-
test and today it was
Rashid Khan, who had a
stranglehold over
Pakistan as his loopy
flighted leg breaks flum-
moxed the batters. The
total of 137 for 8 Pakistan
managed after being asked
to bat was never going to
be good enough.

Udaipur, Nov 13 (PTI): 

An explosion occurred
on a railway track here on
Sunday, hours before the
recently inaugurated

Asarwa-Udaipur Express
train from Ahmedabad
was supposed to pass. The
police said they were in-
vestigating all angles, in-
cluding sabotage.

Officials said mining ex-
plosives were used to dam-
age the tracks on Odha
bridge near Kewda Ki
Naal, which comes under
the Jawar Mines police
station of Udaipur.

"Local people informed
us about the explosion in
the morning. We have
found some explosives on
the track and efforts are
being made to identify
those responsible," local
SHO Anil Kumar Vishnoi
said.

Dallas, Nov 13 (AP): 

Six people were killed
after two historic military
planes collided and crashed
to the ground on Saturday
during a Dallas air show, of-
ficials said. "According to
our Dallas County Medical
Examiner, there are a total of
6 fatalities from yesterday's
Wings over Dallas air show
incident," Dallas County
Judge Clay Jenkins tweeted
Sunday. He said authorities
are continuing to work to
identify the victims.

The Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress and a Bell P-63
Kingcobra collided and
crashed around 1:20 pm, the

Federal Aviation
Administration said in a
statement. The collision oc-
curred during the
Commemorative Air Force
Wings Over Dallas show.

Several videos posted on
social media showed the
fighter plane appearing to fly
into the bomber, causing
them to quickly crash to the
ground and setting off a
large ball of fire and smoke.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Miffed over being de-
nied a ticket for the up-
coming municipal polls,
former AAP councillor
Haseeb-ul-Hasan on
Sunday climbed an elec-
tricity tower in east Delhi
and alleged that the party
leaders had "sold" the tick-
ets for Rs 2 crore to 3
crore.

Naming Atishi,
Durgesh Pathak and
Sanjay Singh, he alleged
that the senior leaders
took his original docu-
ments on the pretext of
fielding him in the polls
and refused to hand them
back to him.

"AAP leaders have
taken my original docu-
ments, including my bank
passbook, on the pretext
of giving me a ticket but
they are not returning the
documents. Tomorrow is
the last day to file the
nominations. If anything
happens to me or if I die,
Durgesh Pathak and
Atishi will be responsi-

ble," Hasan said in a live
video on social media
from atop the tower in
Gandhi Nagar.

"Atishi, Durgesh
Pathak and Sanjay Singh
sold the tickets for Rs 2
crore to Rs 3 crore. They
are all corrupt leaders.
They returned my docu-
ments only after I climbed
this tower," he told re-
porters after getting
down.

The former AAP coun-
cillor said he will file his
nomination papers soon
after deciding "whether to
fight the elections inde-
pendently or switch over
to some other party".

Indore, Nov 13: 

A nine-year-old girl was
allegedly kidnapped from a
construction site and raped by
a man in Madhya Pradesh's
Indore city, police said on
Sunday. The victim, who suf-
fered injuries due to the
assault, has been admitted to
a hospital and her condition is
stated to be critical, Indore's
Deputy Commissioner of Police
Amit Tolani told reporters. The
incident took place on the
intervening night of Friday and
Saturday at the site of an
under-construction building in
Rajendra Nagar locality where
the girl's father worked as a
security guard, he said.

BIGGEST 1-DAY CATCH

Customs seizes gold worth Rs 32 cr 
̈ At Mumbai airport
̈ Seven held

Gold bars seized by Mumbai
Airport Customs.

England crowned
T20 WC champions

England's captain Jos Buttler
celebrates with the trophy.

MATTER OF CONCERN

Explosion on railway track 

Damaged railway track after an
explosion, in Udaipur, Sunday. 

HEINOUS CRIME

9-yr-old girl
abducted, raped

̈ Fights for life

AIR SHOW

Six killed after vintage
aircraft collide

Denied MCD ticket, ex-AAP
councillor climbs tower

̈ Alleges MCD 
poll tickets sold 
for Rs 2-3 cr

Former AAP Councillor
Haseeb-ul-Hasan climbs a
transmission tower near

Shastri Park Metro Station
allegedly over not being given

ticket for upcoming MCD
polls, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Navodaya LQC team of SMS-3 of BSP leaves for Jakarta 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1133:: The Quality Circle
teams of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
under the guidance of BE
Department have been able to un-
leash their creativity. SAIL-BSP has
always allowed the creativity of the
steel fraternity of Bhilai to flourish
at the plant level as well as at the
national and international level. As
a result of this, BSP teams have
made their mark in the
International Convention
Competitions of Quality Concepts.

In this sequence, Navodaya Lean
Quality Circle team of SMS-3 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant left for
Jakarta city of Indonesia for partici-
pation in ICQCC-2022. It may be
noted that this International
Convention of Quality Concepts is
being organised in Jakarta from
November 15-18, 2022. Hundreds

of teams from various countries
will participate in this international
competition.

The members of Navodaya
Lean Quality Circle team of SMS-3
selected for international competi-
tion are Group Leader Vandana
Soni, Deputy Leader Reena
Kumari, Team Facilitator is Rajat
Kumar Sarkar and its Coordinator
is Sunil Deshmukh of BE
Department. Navodaya team is the
first Lean Quality Circle team of
the plant to qualify to participate

in the international competition.
It is to be noted that Navodaya

team won the "Quality-2021" or-
ganised by the BE department at
the plant level competition. Team
also won the Gold Award at the
Chapter Convention held in
Vadodara and also won the highest
award of "Par- Excellence" in the
National Convention on Quality
Concepts (NCQC) held at
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. By win-
ning "Par -Excellence Award", he
was eligible to go to the

International Convention. 
This team has increased the

availability of SMS-3 Timing Ladle
Transfer Car-3 through its modifi-
cation. Its average availability is
now increased to 95 percent. Chief
General Manager (BE & HRD)
Sanjay Dhar while congratulating
the Navodaya Lean Quality Circle
team of SMS-3 of BSP said that you
are the brand ambassador of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in this interna-
tional competition. You increase
the honour and glory of BSP with

your creativity. 
Make SAIL and BSP proud by

winning this international competi-
tion. Expressing confidence in the
women members of the team, Dhar
said that BSP gives equal opportu-
nity to everyone to progress. You
are a unique example of women
empowerment. You become a
source of inspiration to others.
Appreciating the efforts of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, Dhar said that
with the efforts of BE Department,
the LQC team from the plant is
going abroad for the first time. 

The specialty of this team is that
it has all new and young employees
who proved that even a new team
can get the eligibility to participate
in international competition on the
strength of creativity. I am sure
that this team will bring laurels to
Bhilai by winning at the interna-
tional level.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1133:: A large number of
people from Durg Rural
Assembly Constituency area are
taking membership of BJP. Few
days ago some villagers joined
the BJP from this area and on
Sunday more than 50 villagers
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Among them, the number
of women was very high. MP
Vijay Baghel gave membership
of the party to these people. 

They pledged to maintain loy-
alty to the party's traditions,
policies and principles. MP Vijay
Baghel said that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP is continu-
ously working to make the coun-
try strong and united. BJP is the
only party in the country that is
concerned about the national in-
terest.

According to the information,

many of the villagers
who joined BJP were
earlier associated
with Congress. The
villagers said that
they did not get the
importance they de-
served in the
Congress. MP Vijay
Baghel said that these
Congress workers
worked to make the
cabinet minister win
in the assembly elec-
tions and thereafter
they worked hard to
ensure victory of
Congress in the civic body polls. 

These workers did not get re-
spect from the party due to
which they left the Congress. He
asserted that resentment is in-
creasing among the common
people against the Congress
government. The people in-
volved in the illegal liquor trade

are working without any fear.
Baghel alleged that corruption
has reached its peak in every de-
partment. 

The coal scam and accumu-
lating unaccounted wealth is ex-
posed now. In such a situation,
the common public is fed up
with the Congress. Baghel said

that on the other hand, the deci-
sions taken by the Central
Government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
strengthen the country and pro-
vide employment to the youth
has increased the prosperity and
self-reliance in the country.

Bhilai District BJP President

Brijesh Bijpuria also attended
the programme. He welcomed
the villagers in the BJP. Led by
Raja Dehariya and Rukmani
Bundela, the people who joined
BJP are Sumati Manikpuri,
Kalyani Yadav, Firan Bai, Asha
Singraul, Rekha Ghritalhare,
Shatrupa Yadav, Hemin Nishad,
Nirmal Pathode, Jyoti
Dhritalhare, Meena Yadav, Om
Bai, Hemlata Gautam, Saroj
Sahu, Shyam Barbade, Usha
Sahu and others. 

BJP leaders Lalit Chandrakar,
Dilip Patel, Councilor Firoz
Farooqui, Khilavan Verma,
Councilor Vidhi Yadav, Anupam,
Sonu, Ram Singh, Vicky Yadav,
Vicky Singh, Bobby Das,
Durgesh Yadav, Dikesh Sen,
Sanju Devangan, Sandeep,
Sanjay Vicky were also present.
Later the women also met Rajni
Vijay Baghel and appraised her
about the problems of their area.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The
newly appointed
Chairman of District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg, Rajendra
Sahu reviewed the activi-
ties of various cooperative
societies. He also reviewed
the process of paddy pro-
curement done so far and
sought information about
the Godhan Nyay Yojna.

Former President Ashok
Aggarwal and senior
Director Ravi Prakash
Tamarkar were present in
the meeting. Later he at-
tended the felicitation func-
tion organised at Sewa
Sahkari Samiti Badnara
and Sewa Sahkari Samiti
Kunwara of Nawagarh.

Addressing the function,
Sahu spoke about the state

government's ambitious
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana and Godhan Nyaya
Yojana. He assured to re-
solve any problem arising
in providing benefits to the
entitled people through
these schemes.

He said that according to
the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,

farmers are being honored
through various schemes.
New committees were
formed to facilitate the
farmers in selling paddy.
Farmers are now getting to-
kens while sitting at home
through the state govern-
ment's Token Tuhar Dwar
scheme.

During the programme,

the farmers of each de-
pendent village of the com-
mittee were honoured.
MLA and Parliamentary
Secretary Gurudayal Singh
Banjare, Janpad President
Anjali Markande, Vice
President Ritesh Sharma,
Presidents of committees,
public representatives and
bank officers and employ-
ees were present. Sahu par-
ticipated in the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Bharat
Mata Chowk in Bemetara.

Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra honored Sahu on
his appointment as DCC
Bank President. During his
stay in Bemetara, Sahu in-
spected the nodal office of
the bank. Public represen-
tatives, PSC member Dr
Praveen Verma and other
officers and employees
were present.

Chief Minister to attend
concluding ceremony of
District Olympic Festival

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The grand
finale of the District
Olympic Festival will be
held on November 14,
where Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will grace
the event as chief guest.
The closing ceremony will
be organised at Pt Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Stadium,
Khursipar.

On coming to know that
CM Bhupesh Baghel is ar-
riving at the closing cere-
mony, Bhilai Nagar MLA
and District Olympic
Association President
Devendra Yadav, Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal, General
Secretary Sumit Pawar and
all other office bearers
reached the stadium on
Saturday afternoon to see
the arrangements.
Necessary instructions
were given regarding clean-
ing of the stadium.

It may be noted that the
District Olympic Festival is
being organised under the
aegis of District Olympic
Association. Competitions
were organised for more

than 15 sports at various
sports grounds of city. The
sports ranging from cricket
to volleyball, football, bad-
minton, tennis, boxing,
karate etc are being organ-
ized and the winning play-
ers of first, second, third fe-
male and male category

will be given prizes and ho-
nours.

During the inspection,
Bashir Ahmed, Sairam
Jakar, Giri Rao, Rakesh
Goswami, Krishna Sahu
Mohan and all the people
associated with the sports
association were present.

DLSA’s legal awareness 
campaign concludes with rally

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Durg organised
multifarious programmes
under the Pan India cam-
paign "Empowerment of
citizens through Legal
Awareness and Outreach.

This two-week Pan India
Campaign was conducted
under the directions of
National Legal Services
Authority from October 31
to November 13 for bridg-
ing the gap between the in-
stitutions and the under-
privileged by spreading
legal awareness and ensur-
ing delivery of legal enti-

tlement to eligible benefici-
aries.

Under this campaign,
door-to-door awareness
programmes were held to
cover all the village pan-
chayats and subdivisions
within the districts. Mega
legal awareness camps on
NALSA modules were also
organised in every district.
Information, education
and communication mate-
rial were distributed
among people; awareness
was spread in collabora-
tion with print and elec-
tronic media to reach larg-
er audiences and an exhi-
bition was organised at
district headquarters por-

traying the function of
Legal Services Institution.

Here in Durg, the cam-
paign was organised under
the guidance of District
and Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal
(Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority). The
campaign came to an end
with an "awareness rally"
which was organised with
the aim of creating legal
awareness among the citi-
zens.

For legal awareness and
empowerment of citizens,
related work is being done
by NALSA at village level,
panchayat level and taluka
level to take legal aware-

ness to the last person of
the society. During this
campaign, people were
made aware about the ben-
efits of legal aid and the
ways of getting free legal
aid. Citizens were empow-
ered by creating awareness
about welfare legal points
and schemes of the gov-
ernment.

A special awareness
campaign was conducted
in the last two weeks to
provide information to the
public regarding the fun-
damental rights and duties
mentioned in the
Constitution of India, the
rights available within the
ambit of the law, etc.

The special awareness
rally was taken out from
the premises of the
District Court, Durg to the
Nyay Sadan, Durg by the
NCC Cadets. The rally was
flagged off by Family
Court Judge Narendra
Singh Chawla, Special
Judge Shailesh Tiwari,
and Bar Association
President Neeta Jain.

Judges, Advocates,
Secretary District Legal
Services Authority Durg -
Ashish Dahriya and para-
legal volunteers were
present in the awareness
rally. In addition, about
350 cadets participated in
the rally.
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CM to perform Bhoomi pujan of Congress Bhavan today
On the same day, Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel will
also be performing bhoomi
pujan for the construction of
Congress Bhavan. The
Congressmen in view of the
same, organised a meeting at
the party office in Sector 5. It
needs a mention that the party workers have since long been raising the demand for a
Congress Bhavan in the city of Bhilai. It is reported that taking note of the demand, the
party office will be constructed soon and for this the party workers have also selected the
land in Radhika Nagar. After getting information about this, a meeting of Congress people
was held at the dome shed near the residence of Mayor. Mayor Neeraj Pal, MLA Devendra
Yadav, State General Secretary Jitendra Sahu, District President Mukesh Chandrakar, all
Congress councilors of the city, MIC members, block presidents, booth in-charge and all
office bearers were present in the meeting. In the meeting, detailed discussion was held
on preparation for the arrival of the CM to the Bhoomi Pujan of the Congress Bhavan. 

DCC Bank President reviews 
works of cooperative societies

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The BSP
Officer Association has al-
ways been opposing the
tendency of many former
"influential people" and
high officials of
Chhattisgarh to retain the
possession of accommo-
dation allotted to them in
township even after retire-
ment and transfer.

It has been noted that
during the last 15-20 years
in Bhilai Township, a spe-
cial group has encroached
upon the houses by bring-
ing in political patronage,
due to which BSP officials
are not getting allotment
of good houses, stated a

press communique by the
OA-BSP.

It further mentioned
that BSP's property is a
national property and it is
mandatory that the same
should be used properly
and judiciously, therefore,
OA BSP after discussing it
with the Town Services
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant, is going to
start a campaign to get va-
cated the big houses of the
company from the posses-
sion of former hon-
ourable officers living
under third party allot-
ment.

In this context, the OA-
BSP delegation will in-
form the Union Steel

Minister, Prime Minister's
Office and Chief
Secretary Chhattisgarh
Government and Chief
Minister Chhattisgarh
Government about the
present condition of
Bhilai Township and will
appeal for their coopera-
tion in getting rid of en-
croachment.

OA's effort has always
been law-abiding imple-
mentation and reminded
the local leaders that
Bhilai's intelligent people
are watching, so it is ex-
pected from them to make
efforts for the upliftment
of Bhilai by supporting
according to the law and
thereby end the interfer-

ence of mafias.
Under the leadership of

OA-BSP President
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, officials have
cooperated and supported
all legal processes con-
ducted by the Town
Services Department for
the safety and smooth
management of Bhilai
Steel Plant in the past and
will do so in the future as
well.

OA-BSP is determined
for a clean, beautiful and
safe Bhilai and hopes that
all local leaders will ex-
tend full cooperation to
the campaign to remove il-
legal encroachments in
the coming times.

OA-BSP for getting vacated
retained accommodation even

after transfer or retirement

Janpad level sports 
competition organized in Purai

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: Janpad
level sports competition
" C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympic" was organised at
Purai during 11 to 13
November. Home and
PWD Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced
the function as chief
guest. District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg President
Rajendra Sahu was pres-
ent as special guests.
While addressing the gath-
ering, the speakers said
that Chhattisgarh state

has been successful in re-
establishing its own iden-
tity in the field of art and
culture. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel led state
government has made an
important contribution in
preserving the rich art
and culture and promoting
the same. CM took a big
initiative by introducing
the Chhattisgarhiya
Olympic. Through this
event, efforts are being
made to promote and rec-
ognize the traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also

participated in the sports
competitions. In the pro-
gramme, the Home
Minister spoke about vari-
ous public welfare
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. He mentioned
that the paddy purchase
has commenced in the
state from 01 November.
The farmers, who have
sold paddy, will get the
money soon in their bank
accounts. District
Panchayat member Yogita
Chandrakar and other
public representatives
along with officers and
employees were present.

Over 50 villagers of Durg Rural take BJP membership

To participate in International Quality Concepts Competition-2022
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Health care system in the country is one of

the greatest revolutions: Prof. Bhargava

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  The fourth
National Conference and
Workshop on Antimicrobial
Stewardship in India, ‘ASPI-
CON-2022’, was inaugurated in
All India Institutes of Medical
Sciences on Sunday. Experts
from premier medical institu-
tions stated that there is an
increase in antimicrobial
resistance post-COVID-19 and
asked for more data-driven
studies, specifically from the
Indian perspective. Padma Shri
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava

termed the Indian healthcare
revolution is one of the most
incredible things that hap-
pened during the last 75 years
and urged Indian healthcare
professionals to lead the world
in combating the pandemic.

While inaugurating the
Conference ‘Bad Bugs, No
Drugs: Time to Escalate AMSP
Measures’, Chief Guest Prof.
Bhargava discussed a compre-
hensive view on the topic ‘India
Fights COVID-19: Unfolding
Challenges and Facts’. Prof.
Bhargava said that apart from
IT, the Mobile revolution, or
Bollywood and cricket, there
are numerous other fields to
which India has contributed
tremendously. It includes
space science, nuclear pro-
gram, green revolution, white

revolution, blue revolution,
and healthcare facilities pro-
vided in remote areas during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘India is providing 60% of
generic drugs and 60% of
total vaccines across the
globe. Every 6th doctor and
every 5th nurse is from India.
Our healthcare institutions
have resources and infrastruc-
ture to boost the research to
develop newer solutions dur-
ing challenging times, he said.

Prof. Bhargava elaborated
on India’s tryst with COVID-19
from the very beginning of
2019 up to 2022. ‘Strong
Indian leadership gave cali-
brated, proactive, pre-emp-
tive, and graded responses to
test-track and treat COVID-19.
It resulted in the countrywide
scaling up of diagnostic labs
from one to more than 3000
within a year, the production
of diagnostic kits, and four
rounds of Sero surveys. We
have prepared
treatment/diagnostic guide-
lines and public health advi-
sories and designed innova-
tive service delivery of vac-
cines through drones in
remote areas. The challenging
time of the pandemic has
proved our vaccine manufac-
turing superpower, IT
prowess, and citizen participa-
tion through self-help groups
and local government, he said.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said that
there is a need to conduct
Indian-specific research in
antimicrobial resistance after
COVID-19. ‘Young profession-
als should come forward and
lead new research and devel-
opment for the betterment of
society, Prof. Nagarkar said.
Earlier, Prof. Padma Das,
Organizing Chairperson, wel-
comed all the guests.
Organizing Secretary Dr.
Tushar Jagzape presented a
vote of thanks. The
Conference discussed various
aspects, including the
Pharmacology perspective on
AMSP: Antibiotic consump-
tion and audits by Dr. Nusrat
Shafiq from PGI Chandigarh
and Antimicrobial Resistance
increase in post-COVID-19 by
Dr. Debabrata Dash from
AIIMS, Manglagiri.

Prof. Bhargava, Prof.
Nagarkar, and other guests
also released a souvenir on
this occasion. Prof. Nagarkar
felicitated Prof. Bhargava dur-
ing the Conference. The inau-
gural session and Different
scientific sessions were
attended by Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean (Academics),
Prof. Vinay R. Pandit, Prof.
Anudita Bhargava, and Dr.
Ujjwala Gaikwad along with
500 delegates from across the
country in hybrid mode.

School bus turns turtle, 10 injured, 7 critical

Central Chronicle News

Kabirdham, Nov 13: A
school bus with students
and teachers met with an
accident in Gram Talpur
on Sunday morning. The
bus belonged to Alpha
School of newly formed
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chuikhadan –Gandai dis-
trict. It was just at 2 kms
distance from Lohara
that the bus went out of

control and turned turtle
and in this 10 persons got
injured and 7 are report-

ed to be critical.
As per reports in this

regard, teachers, stu-

dents and staff of Alpha
School left for picnic to
Bhoramdev in Kawardha
on Sunday morning. A
total of 17 persons were
travelling in the small
bus and there were chil-
dren along with teachers
in the bus. No sooner the
bus reached Talpur vil-
lage, it went out of con-
trol on speed-breaker
near Gram Talpur and
thereafter turned turtle.

In this 10 persons have
got injured and 7 are re-
ported to be critical and
they all have been admit-
ted in Lohara Hospital
and those seriously in-

jured have been referred
to Kawardha Hospital for
treatment. On hearing
about this incident,
Sahaslpur – Lohara
thana police also reached
the site and with help of
the villagers started re-
lief works.

Police informed that
out of total 17 persons,
only two were male per-
sons and women were in
large number. In this four
students have also got in-
jured.

Police has reached the
hospital and took state-
ment of those injured.

Iron Bars became cheaper, 
dips Rs 2000 in 10 days

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  It is a matter of
relief for the people preparing to
build a house. There is a decline in
the price of Iron bars. In the last 10
days, rebar has become cheaper by
Rs 2,000 per tonne. On Saturday,
Iron rebar remained at Rs 62 thou-
sand per tonne in retail. Traders said
that there are signs of further
decline in its price in the coming
days. Industrialists said that after
the e-auction of coal to be held in
late November, they will get coal in
sufficient quantity, which will fur-
ther bring down the price of bars. It
is expected that the price of bars in
the market may fall to Rs 5000 per
tonne. Anil Nacharani, president of
Chhattisgarh Sponge Iron
Association, said that if coal is avail-
able in sufficient quantity, the price

will fall further.  The reason behing
the dip in price of Iron bar is demand
in the market remains weak, con-
sumers are waiting for a drop in
prices, industries are expected to
get sufficient quantity of coal soon.
and the e-auction of coal is going to
happen at the end of this month, due
to which the industry is happy. In
March this year, the prices of Iron
bard had reached the highest level
and touched Rs 80,400 per ton. After
that the price started fluctuating.
The prices of sand have also gone
these days. The cost of sand (700
feet) has come down from Rs 12
thousand to Rs 10 thousand. Traders
said that due to lack of demand,
there is a declining trend in the price
of sand. On the other hand there is
no increase in the prices of cement.

OBC Mahasabha takes decision
for public meeting

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  OBC
Mahasabha organized a virtual
meeting on November 11 and
was attended by office bear-
ers of the organization from
the block to state level. The
meeting discussed on OBC
reservation as per the popula-
tion of OBC community. State
President Radheshyam said,
OBC are back bone of the
economy in this state. Even
the present Chief Minister and
other ministers of state cabi-
net are from OBC community

but still OBC rights have been
hijacked and they have not
been given reservation as per
their population. The meeting
demanded that the state gov-
ernment should take immedi-
ate steps for OBC reservation.
The office bearers present
took a decision that on
November 15 memorandum
will be submitted all over the
state at district headquarters.
Even after if the government
will not take any initiative,
OBC Mahasabha will organize
a mass meeting on November
22 in state capital in support of
their demand, informs divi-
sional president Raipur divi-
sion Hemant Kumar. 

Sanjay Singh re-elected INTUC state president
Raipur, Nov 13:
Consequent upon holding
of Fifth State INTUC
Session at in presence of
Dr.C.D.Mahant Speaker of
Vidhansabha, Jay Singh
Agrawal Minister for
Revenue Govt. of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
R.Chandrasekharan, Vice
President (INTUC) &
President-Kerla INTUC,
C.P.Singh, Vice President
(INTUC) completed the
election process of state
INTUC body. Sanjay Singh
was once again unani-
mously elected as state
president. The other office

bearers include Senior
Vice Presidents- K.S.
Murthy, Ram Avtar
Algamkar, P K Rai, Shiv
Dayal Karsh and Piyush
Kar. Vice Presidents are
Ram Iqbal Singh, S K

Baghel, K V S Y Rao.
Secretary General is
Ashish Yadav. General
Secretaries are Jay
Prakash Yadav, Vansh
Bahadur Singh, Sanjay
Sahu, Sameer Pandey,
Naresh Dewangan and
Abhay Singh. Treasurer is
Tapas Dutta. Senior
Secretaries are K P
Chandravanshi, J K
Rathore, Vinod Shrivastav,
Ashish Pandey, Mrs Jaya
Kashyap, Puran Varma, P
V Rao, Shankar Rao,
Tapas Chakraborty,
Mangla Singh Yadav and
Vimlesh Sao.

Aim of forming smaller districts
is to benefit general public: CM

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel chairing
a review meeting of offi-
cials at Dongargaon
Circuit House said that the
aim of reorganizing and
forming a smaller district
is to benefit the general
public and hence the offi-
cials should ensure that
people get maximum bene-
fits of the government
schemes and effective ad-
ministration.

The challenge now is
paddy procurement,
weighing, and transporta-
tion. The arrangement of
gunny bags should be
taken care of. There
should be no jam in the
paddy procurement cen-
ter, procurement of Kodo
Kutki Ragi should also be
done with priority.

In the meeting, Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
took information about
the lease in Lal Bahadur
Nagar from the officers.
He inquired about the
pending loan cases of self-
help groups. Baghel asked
the officers about the
progress in loan distribu-
tion process. Officials in-
formed that so far, loans
have been sanctioned in
2160.

Chief Minister inquired
about the problem of low
voltage in the region, to
which the official in-
formed that the situation
is under control now.

Capacity has been in-
creased in Amlidih.
Technical measures have
been taken. Chief
Minister directed the offi-
cial concerned to make
every possible arrange-
ment to avoid the recur-
rence of problem in fu-
ture.

Baghel took informa-
tion about Bharatmala
from SDM. Chief Minister
addressed the public de-
mand to remove the liquor
shop in Jhitia. He in-
structed the officials to
prevent illegal plotting at
all cost.

CM takes blessings from Pt. Pradeep Mishra

Raipur, Nov 13: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended by Shiv
Mahapuran by Katha re-
citer Pt. Pradeep Mishra in
‘Dahi Handi’ ground in
Gudhiyari and offering
obeisance to ‘Vyaspeet’, he
took blessings from Pt.
Mishra and sought bless-
ings for peace & prosperity
of all in the state On this
occasion Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat,
Parliamentary Secy. Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman
F&CSC Ramgopal Agrawal
and Chairman CMDC
Girish Dewangan.

CM Baghel raising slo-
gans on ‘Har Har
Mahadeva’ said to the devo-
tees that they all are listen-
ing to ‘Shiv Katha
Mahpuran’ by well-known
Katha reciter Pt. Pradeep

Mishra for last four days
and he greeted all for the
same. Baghel termed Lord
Shiva as the most knowl-
edgeable, intelligent and
benevolent of all and it was
‘Mahadev’ who established
the institution of marriage
in the world and was the
first to create the music
and dance and the famous
‘Tandav nritya’ of Lord
Shiva is known to all.

CM Baghel said that
Lord Shiva is established in
all the directions and it was
Lord Shri Ram who trav-
elled from North to South,
Lord Krishna from North
to West, but it was only

Lord Shiva who is seated in
every corner of the coun-
try. In villages He is either
known as Lord Shiva,
somebody as ‘Shankar’,
others as ‘Mahadev’ and
few term him as
‘Budhadev’, but in any
form he is offered prayers
as Lord Shiva. There can-
not be recital of
‘Ramkatha’ or that of Lord
Krishna without Shiva’s
mention. There is no exis-
tence of any person with-
out the Lord Shiva and
therefore lakhs of people
have turned out today to
hear ‘Shiv Mahapuran’
today. Baghel said that Lord

Shiva holds a ‘damru’ in
his hand along with
‘Trishul’ in another and
there is snake in his neck
and ‘Nandi’ holds special
place. CM Baghel said that
it is sad that ‘Nandi’ is left
as stray cattle, just because
cow gives milk, she is taken
care of. But the
Chhattisgarh government
has taken care of both the
cow and the ‘Nandi’.
Presently there is problem
of pollution to burning of
leftover of paddy crop in
Punjab, Haryana, UP and
this cause massive pollu-
tion. But in Chhattisgarh,
the government has made

an appeal to all the farmers
to donate ‘paira’ (paddy
husk), so that the pollution
can be avoided and it can
act as fodder for stray cattle
in the ‘Gouthans’ prepared.

CM Baghel said that his
government is developing
religious tourism of places
of importance of Lord Shri
Ram’s visit to Chhattisgarh
under ‘Shri Ram
Vangaman Paripath’.
Under this in the first leg,
renovation of only
Kaushalya Mata’s temple
has been done and every
Saturday and Sunday there
are lakhs of devotees visit-
ing to pay obeisance there.
In the same series,
Sheorinarayan Temple was
developed last year and a 51
feet high statues of Lord
Shri Ram was constructed
there. This year govern-
ment has selected Rajim
and is developing perma-
nent tents for the Sadhu-
Sants, devotees, tourist, of-
ficers and security person-
nel visiting there and for
his 55 acre land has been
identified and being devel-
oped.

Padma Shri Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, Ex-Director General,

ICMR addressing ‘ASPICON-2022’ at AIIMS Raipur.5

During post
Independence

Three days ‘ASPI-
CON-2022’ inaugu-
rated in AIIMS

Holds review of
paddy procurement
and others in
Dongargaon

To demand OBC
reservation as per
population

In Gram Talpur;
were going for pic-
nic to Bhoramdev 

Visits ‘Shiv
Mahapuran Katha’
venue in Gudhiyari;
seeks blessings for
peace & prosperity
of all

Police declared a reward of Rs 10K on absconding rape accused

Jagdalpur, Nov 13:
Accused Vicky Nag, a resi-
dent of Atal Awas, forcibly
raped a minor girl resident
of Avantika Colony under
Bodhghat police station
area of ??the district by
taking her to Odisha by al-
luring her in a love trap
and assurances for mar-

riage. The ac-
cused has ab-
sconded after
the rape. Police
is investigating
by registering
a crime

against the absconding ac-
cused. The police has also
announced a reward of Rs
10,000 on the accused as
prize money for anyone
giving information about
him.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the accused Vicky

Nag, a resident of Atal
Awas, trapped a minor in a
love trap. On the pretext of
marrying the minor, the
accused made her sit in a
train and took her away to
Similiguda, Odisha. After
being taken to Odisha, he
outraged her modesty and
left her there and ran
away. The family of the
victim lodged a complaint
against the accused Vicky
Nag in the police station.
Based upon this a case has
been registered by the po-
lice against the accused

under 6 POCSO Act in-
cluding sections 366 and
376 of IPC.

The accused is abscond-
ing since this incident. In
view of the seriousness of
the matter, SP Jitendra
Singh Meena has got the
information sought
against the accused. A re-
ward of Rs 10,000 has been
placed on the accused. The
police has announced that
a reward of Rs 10,000 will
be given to the person giv-
ing information regarding
the accused.

BJP workers deny joining Cong, terms is as false propaganda
Jagdalpur, Nov 13: BJP
workers of village
Sonarpal of the district
met former Bastar MP
Dinesh Kashyap have out-
rightly denied that they
are joining the Congress
and informed about the
truth. The workers in-
formed as to how Congress
workers are offering the
party’s cloth (gamchha)
and spreading the photo
and likewise a false propa-
ganda. Former Bastar MP
Dinesh Kashyap said that
by providing fake

Congress entry in front of
the MLA, no one would
have thought that
Congmen would resort
such low level politics in
the race to get ahead of
other Congmen. The BJP
workers need to be alert
and aware of this type of
false propaganda, he
warned.

BJP workers had gone to
the MLA’s office of the re-
gional MLA Chandan
Kashyap to apprise about
various problems. Half a
dozen BJP workers, includ-

ing Sonarpal Dy. Sarpanch,
were coerced by
Congressman Bablu
Baghel and forcibly
dressed in a Congress
party’s stole and false prop-
aganda was done by releas-
ing the photos. Refuting the
Congress entry, BJP leader
Sonarpal Deputy Sarpanch
Kailash Maurya, Lakhmu
Maurya said that there is
no fault in our faith for the
party and all are already
staunch BJP supporters
and would continue to be
for times to come.

CM inaugurates mobile public service vehicle

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today, has taken an-
other citizen friendly initia-
tive in the direction of pub-
lic service through Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club in the
Bhent Mulaqat program of
Arjuni village in

Dongargaon development
block of Rajnandgaon dis-
trict. A mobile public serv-

ice vehicle will be run to
provide health services to
the villagers and common

citizens. In this mobile
unit, services like eye
check-up and blood dona-
tion will be provided by the
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club by organizing
camps in the villages and
other places.

Under this, Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club has been provid-
ed with a mobile public
service vehicle by the state
government In which work
will be done to collect blood
for blood donation and eye
check up camps will be or-

ganised. For eye examina-
tion, the vehicle has manual
lens examination as well as
state-of-the-art machines
like autoref and slit lamp,
which will also provide
computerized eye checkup
and internal eye examina-
tion. Along with this, Remi
Company’s blood storage is
also available in the unit, in
which blood will be collect-
ed after screening the blood
donor and stored in this
storage and then sent to the
blood banks.

CM sanctions crores for development
works in Dongargaon VS

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
During his Bhent-
Mulaqat visit in
Dongargaon today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel sanctioned crores
for the development of
Dongargaon assembly
constituency. Chief
Minister Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid stone for
development works
worth Rs 80.27 cr for the
assembly constituency at
Circuit House
Dongargaon. These in-
clude laying of stone for
61 works worth Rs 74.81
cr and inauguration of 5
works worth Rs 5.46 cr.
The development works
for which stone was laid
include 50 works worth
Rs 40.40 cr under Jal
Jeevan Mission of Public
Health Engineering
Division Rajnandgaon
Department, one work
worth Rs 15 lakh under
Executive Engineer
Rural Engineering
Services Division
R a j n a n d g a o n
Department, eight works
worth Rs 2 crore under

Executive Engineer
Water Resources
Division Rajnandgaon
Department, one work
worth Rs 18.66 cr under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, one work
worth Rs 10.60 cr under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, one work
worth 68.37 lakh under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, 3 works
worth Rs 1 crore 3 lakh 64
thousand under the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer’s Department and
three works worth Rs
93.52 lakh under the
Executive Engineer
Project Implementation
Unit Number-1

R a j n a n d g a o n
Department.

Likewise, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has inaugurated
following works on the
occasion- one develop-
ment work of Rs. 2.85 cr
under Executive
Engineer, Water
Resources Division,
R a j n a n d g a o n
Department, one work
worth Rs 75.23 lakh
under Executive
Engineer Public Works
Department, one work
worth Rs 73.73 lakh
under Executive
Engineer Public Works
Department and works
worth Rs 62 lakh under
Chief Medical and
Health Officer
Department.

‘Important Role of NSS Volunteers in
Nation Building’ : Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 13: The in-
auguration of a ten-day pre-
Republic Day Parade Camp
(Central Region) of
National Service Scheme
took place at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a Central
University), under the
Chairmanship of
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal and
Rajneesh Singh, MLA,
Beltara Assembly. On this
occasion, A.S. Kabir,
Regional Director of NSS
(M.P.-Chhattisgarh region)
and Dr. Dilip Jha,
Coordinator of the National
Service Scheme unit of the
University, were present.
This ten-day (12 to 21
November, 2022) pre-RDC
camp was organized under

the joint aegis of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
Bilaspur and Regional
Directorate of National
Service Scheme, Bhopal at
the Rajat Jayanti Sabhagar
of the University.

Presiding over at the in-
auguration function of the
camp, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
who is also the patron of the
camp, said that Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
is one of the leading univer-
sities in the country where
NSS and NCC have been in-
cluded as subjects under the
National Education Policy
2020. Applauding the volun-
teers dressed in traditional
costumes of their respective
states on the occasion of in-

auguration, he said that it
seems as if the stars have
come down from the sky.
This picture shows the
unity in diversity of India.
Referring to the volunteers
as “precious heritage of the
country”, Professor
Chakrawal said that the vol-
unteers of the National
Service Scheme have an im-
portant role in building a
strong nation.

The Chief Guest of the
inaugural session, Rajneesh
Singh, Beltara MLA, said
that this training will infuse
positive energy in the lives
of the volunteers. He said
that the students who have
reached here after hard
work and discipline, they all
deserve congratulations. He
said that under the leader-
ship of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Chakrawal, Guru
Ghasidas University is set-
ting many standards at the
international level. This is
evidenced by such efforts of
Professor Chakrawal such
as the establishment of the
prestigious “Mahima Guru
Shodh Peeth” here, for the
first time in this region and
having the National Service

Scheme pre-Republic Day
Camp (Central Region)
which is being organized
and many other initiatives
by the university in the last
one year which have created
standards, which will shine
like the sun on the interna-
tional stage. Mr Singh con-
gratulated all the students
who have come for selection
and extended his best wish-
es to them.

A.S. Kabir, Regional
Director of National
Service Scheme (Central
Region) said in the wel-
come address that the main
objective of this 10-day pre-
Republic Day camp is to
make selections of volun-
teers for the parade of the
Republic Day celebrations
organized on the Kartavya
Path. Have to choose. Out of
200 volunteers participat-
ing in this camp, 40 will be
selected to participate in
the Republic Day parade.
Expressing gratitude to the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University for organizing
the pre-Republic Day pa-
rade camp, the Regional
Director, Mr. Kabir said
that under his patronage

we are getting constant
support and guidance
everyday.

The Registrar of the
University, Professor
Manish Srivastava said in
his address that the
National Service Scheme is
a complete life philosophy
whose main objective is to
serve others by going be-
yond oneself with the
motto of “You, not I” i.e.
selfless service of others
and this is also a universal
philosophy.

The dignitaries were
honored by presenting me-
mentos. At the end of the
program, Dr. Dilip Jha,
Coordinator of the
National Service Scheme of
the University, presented
the vote of thanks. The pro-
gram was conducted by Dr.
Sonia Sthapak, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education. On this occa-
sion, officials of PIB, NSS
officials from other univer-
sities, Deans of various
Schools of the university,
heads of departments, offi-
cers, teaching staff and a
large number of students
were present.

Intelligence Fest-2022 celebrated in KPS Dunga
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  Krishna Public
School, (KPS) Dunda, organised
intelligence fest in the school
premises on November 11 and
12. The School has been provid-
ing this platform since 2012 that
offers the young talents a junc-
ture for the imagination, expres-
sion, inquisition and exploration.
The competition was cate-
gorised in 3 Groups- A , B, C 
and D.

Spell Bee Competition was
conducted to shoot up the lin-
guistic talent. Students were
appraised for interpersonal
intelligence through debate. The
poem recitation was the medium
to enhance the Musical
Intelligence of the learners. The
logical intelligence of the stu-
dents were marked through
Brain Wave and Numerical
Inquest. Drawing and Painting
Snapshot and Heritage Quiz-
’Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ were
held to judge the  Spatial intelli-
gence. Web-O- Gaming-
Codeathlon was organised to
encourage students to build
original and functional prototype
of an application. The naturalis-
tic intelligence of the students
emerged through ‘Paryavaran
Paheli’.

The two days landmark
authenticated the participation
from 25 renowned schools name-
ly Dronacharya Public School ,
KPS Sarona, Pranavanada
Academy, Aadarsh Vidyalaya,
Shivam Educational Academy
Chhattisgarh Public School Gyan
Ganga Academy, Shri Gujarati
English medium School, KPS
international Theresian
Academy, KPS Tulsi, Shivam
Educational Academy, Aditya

Birla Public School, Abhyuday
School, Vicon School, Shankar
Nagar, Brighton international,
NH Goel World School, KPS
Avanti Vihar,Delhi Public School
KPS Dunda, KPS Tulssi, KPS
Tendua markedly their presence
with high enthusiasm and desire
to earn glare and glory.

The recital of the aspirants in
the Poem Recitation was cher-
ished by Ms. Priya Khurana and
Ms. Anupama Lama who hon-
oured the judgement desk.
Saransh Sinha DPS Raipur, Nidhi
Kumari Vicon School Amayra
Sarang, DPS Raipur, were
declared as winners. Mridul
Gilda of KPS Pulgaon bagged the
Runner -Up Position in Poem
Recitation.

Ms. Anjali Mule and
Mohammed Faiz Khan honoured
the judgement desk and assisted
the participants of Debate
Competition. Group C Akshita
Jain, NH Goel World School and
Group D Ekansh NS
Sharma,KPSDunda were
declared as the winner of Debate
Competition. Peehul Chaudhary
and Samarth Kalwani of KPS
Tulssi bagged Runner up posi-
tion.

Story Telling Competition was
judged by ProtimaGoswami.
Group B, Rajshri Nanda was
declared as winner. Advita

Agrawal bagged the Runner Up
Position.Group B,Sarthak Mehta
was declared as winner and
Rishika Patel bagged Runner Up
Position.

In Spell Bee Competition
Group C, DPS Raipur was
declared as winner. KPS Dunda
bagged Runner-Up Position. In
Heritage Quiz-’Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav,’Junior, Group C
Lekhraj Mahant and Srijan
Bhimseria of  KPS Tulssi was
declared as winner. Snighdha
Mohanty and Mahek Jain bagged
Runner Up Position. Group D
Shreeansh Naidu and Utkarsh
Dewangan of KPS Dunda were
declared winners. Shubhaukar
Bamalia and Khushi Dubey of N
H GOEL bagged Runner-Up
Position.

In Paryavaran Paheli’ Group B
,KPS Dunda was declared as the
winner. Group D Abhyuday
School bagged the Runner Up
Position.

Ms. Vibha Choubey graced
the judgement desk and encour-
aged the participants of Drawing
Competition.

Group A ,1st Position was
bagged by Amrita Mandal of
KPS Dunda. Raghuram of
Dronacharya secured 2nd
Position. Group B,1st Position
was bagged by Patleen Gill ,KPS
Dunda. Second postion was

secured by Aditi
V i s h v a k a r m a , S h i v a m
Educational Academy. In Face
Painting Soumya Yadav of
Gujrati English School bagged
1st position. Second position
was secured by Roopansh
Kashyab of AadarshVidyalaya.

Vivekanand Tiwari graced the
judgement desk and motivated
the participants of Brain Wave.

Group C ,Sachpreet Kaur NH
Goel, bagged 1st position. Shristi
Bhujbal of KPS Dunda secured
2nd position. Group D, Bhumika
Singh of N.H. Goel bagged 1st
position and Sneegdha Dubey
secured 2nd position.

In Numerical Inquest from
Senior Group KPS Dunda was
declared as the winner. Aadarsh
Vidyalaya bagged the Runner Up
Position. Junior Group, Aditi
Gupta and Sarav Pinjani of DPS
Raipur were declared as the win-
ner. Runner Ups were kalash
Kumar and Chaitanya of
Brighton International School.

In Web-O-Gaming-
Codeathlon, Group D, Rahul
Pandey and Kaveri Pately of KPS
International were declared as
the winner.

One of our core beliefs about
academic success is that hard
work, determination, and consis-
tent effort are key elements in
achieving success. All of the
above is only possible within a
firm but fair code of discipline.

The Principal, Krishna Public
School, Priyanka Tripathi
expressed her deep felt grati-
tude to the judges, escorting
teachers of the participating
schools and congratulated all
winners for competing in the
global market.

E ducation is key to the
global integrated frame-

work of sustainable develop-
ment goals. Education is at
the heart of the efforts to
adapt to change and to trans-
form the world within which
we live. A quality basic educa-
tion is the necessary founda-
tion for learning throughout
life in a complex and rapidly
changing world, and plays a
pivotal role in driving the
development of the region
and nation at large. 

Facilitating the fulfillment
of sustainable development
goal 4 that aims to ‘Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote life-
long learning opportunities
for all’ by 2030, BALCO is
enabling a transformative
change in the region of
Chhattisgarh through its vari-
ous interventions to spread
education. The company’s
endeavors in the field of edu-
cation range from pre-primary
education through NandGhars
to higher education with spe-
cial emphasis on technical
education and promoting digi-
tal education through Project
Connect and vocational edu-
cation through Vedanta Skill
School.  
NNaannddGGhhaarr  ffaacciilliittaattiinngg  hhoolliissttiicc

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  
iinn  eeaarrllyy  ssttaaggeess

NandGhars are a transfor-
mative leap dedicated to ben-
efit rural children and women
in India. A measure undertak-
en by Vedanta under the Anil
Agarwal Foundation Initiative,
together with the Ministry of
Women and Child
Development (MoWCD), the
project aims to ensure that
rural India is not left behind in
India’s march towards
progress. The state-of-the-art
Anganwadis in the form of
NandGhars are proving to be a
model resource centre for the
community. 

Through NandGhars BALCO
is striving to facilitate a con-
ducive learning environment
with the help of multiple inter-
ventions in order to ensure
that a child can develop to its
full potential and contribute

towards the socio-economic
development of the country. 

Aiming to ensure the holis-
tic development of children
during their formative years,
NandGhars are also educating
females regarding the ways
and means to cook nutritious
meals and importance of
nutrition to prevent malnour-
ishment. Over 3100 pregnant
and lactating women have
been educated till now in
Chhattisgarh. 

PPrroojjeecctt  CCoonnnneecctt  iimmpprroovviinngg
sscchhooooll  eedduuccaattiioonn  

Inclusive development
hinges upon ensuring quality
education. Proper schooling
prepares individuals for social
and civic responsibility, builds
social capital and encourages
effective cognitive develop-
ment. In line with this, Project
Connect initiated in the year
2016, is supplementing the
community’s needs for quality
education especially in
Science, English,
Mathematics and
Accountancy (SEMA) through
field instructors and volun-
teers from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The Project main-
ly focuses on improving the
learning environment in gov-
ernment schools by working
on improving students’
grades, capacity building of
teachers and career coun-
selling through employee vol-
unteerism. 

Strengthening students’
academic and extracurricular
performance the project inter-
venes through a fourfold
strategy of conducting regular
classes, remedial classes,
working with dropout stu-
dents and organizing summer
and winter camps. 

The regular classes have

benefitted over 2500 students
through direct intervention in
six government schools on
SEMA (Science, English, Math
& Accountancy) subjects. The
remedial classes have benefit-
ted over 200 students from
neighbouring communities
through regular doubt ses-
sions in evening. 
VVeeddaannttaa  SSkkiillll  SScchhooooll  lliinnkkiinngg

eedduuccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  lliivveelliihhoooodd
With objective of empower-

ing youth with employability
skills, through imparting skill
development education to
them, BALCO partnered with
Learnet Skills Limited to
establish the Vedanta Skill
School in Korba, in 2010. 

The Vedanta Skill School
imparts free residential train-
ing in six trades, including
food & beverage, welding,
sewing machine operation,
solar PV technician, electri-
cian and fitter. The 45-65 days
training programme is
designed as per the National
Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) guide-
lines, and Vedanta Skill School
imparts these trainings in con-
vergence with government
schemes like Mukhya Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(MMKVY), NABARD, Skill
India Impact Bond (SIIB) and
National institute of Solar
Energy (NISE). The success of
the skill school at Korba led to
the established of two more
centres at Mainpat and
Kawardha in year 2017 and
2018 respectively. Till date,
more than 10,000 youth from
Chhattisgarh have been
trained at the three skill
schools and have found
employment in various indus-
tries across the country.  

The organization is also

making quality education
accessible in Balconagar,
Korba through BALCO sup-
ported Delhi Public School
which was established in the
year 2012 to provide quality
education to the children liv-
ing in and around Balco
Township. The school is affili-
ated to the Central Board of
Secondary Education, New
Delhi. 

Talking about BALCO’s
intervention towards making
education accessible, Mr.
Abhijit Pati, CEO & Director,
BALCO, said, “At BALCO, edu-
cation is a key pillar in our
community development
endeavours. With the right
skills and education, our
youth can play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India.
Through the multiple proj-
ects, we aim to foster educa-
tion for different age groups
along with promoting
avenues for skill development
among the local youth, help-
ing them avail opportunities
to learn employable skills,
thus paving way for their
financial security and holistic
development. BALCO believes
in enabling each individual in
the community with the
resources they need to
empower themselves, and our
various community develop-
ment programmes are aligned
to that vision.” 

Sharing her opinions, Riny
Dubey, Principal, Government
School, Godhi, said, “BALCO
is helping us to create a con-
ducive learning environment
for our students which is
highly commendable. Our
student will certainly reap the
benefits of these interven-
tions and will further lead the
development in the region.”

Sharing her experience,
Amrita Pando, Vedanta Skill
School Student, said, “Joining
skill school is a major mile-
stone in my professional jour-
ney as the institute has played
a crucial role in building my
skill set. I feel extremely
thankful to BALCO for
enabling me to support

my family financially.”
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Police declared a
reward of Rs 10 K on
absconding rape
accused

Members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club to provide
their services in this
vehicle

Inaugurates and lays
stone for devp works
worth Rs 80.27 cr

‘Central University is
creating high-level
standards’: Rajneesh
Singh

Ten-day pre-Republic
Day Parade camp
(Central Zone) of NSS
begins in CU

BALCO is driving development in Chhattisgarh
by transforming education for all age groups
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Camp in schools to provide caste certificates 
Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, Nov 13:
According to the instruc-
tions of the state govern-
ment, camps are being or-
ganized in the schools to
provide important docu-
ments and caste certifi-
cates to the children in the
district.

As per the instructions
of District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, caste cer-
tificates are being made
available to the children
by organizing special
camps in 11 centers of de-
velopment block
Baikunthpur.

The duty of principal,
headmasters, teachers and
patwaris has been im-
posed for arrangements in
the camp, due to which
necessary documents for

certification are being pre-
pared at the camp site. The
camp being organized for
the purpose of providing

100 percent caste certifi-
cates to the children is to
be organized from 09 to 30
November.

Jyotsna Mahant takes part in Bharat Jodo Padyatra
Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 13: MP
Jyotsna Mahant also took
part in Bharat Jodo
Padyatra, from village
Dumdum near Kotmi,
moving forward in the
same link as that of,
Bharat Jodo Padyatra
started by INC leader
Rahul Gandhi.

In this padyatra under
the leadership of Korba
Lok Sabha MP Jyotsna
Mahant, Marwahi MLA
Dr. KK Dhruv and Tana
Khar MLA Mohit
Kerketta and
Manendragarh MLA
Gulab Kamro, Marwahi
district in-charge Vishnu
Yadav, Youth Commission
members Uttam Vasudev
and Archana Porte as well
as District Congress

Committee President
Manoj Gupta and Youth
Congress district presi-
dent Aman Sharma and
Mahila Congress district

president Gajmoti Bhanu,
Chhattisgarh Congress
Seva Dal State Secretary
Ratan Kesarwani Nagar
Panchayat President

Pendra Rakesh Jalan,
Pendra Block President
Prashant Shriwas
Marwahi Block President
Bechu Ahiresh and others
took part.

In her address at the
said closing programme,
Jyotsna Mahant, speaking
about the double charac-
ter of the BJP along with
the information about the
public welfare schemes of
the Chhattisgarh state
government, said, people
are suffering due to the ex-
orbitant rate of inflation
by pretending to be good
days.

Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhurva in his address
also said there is a lot of
difference in the state-
ment of BJP; and it works
only opposite to what it
speaks.

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Nov 13: In
Janpad Panchayat Kasdol,
the former president
Gauridevi Singh was re-
moved by passing a no-
confidence motion by the
members last month by
making several allega-
tions, after which under
the Panchayat Act, letter
number 10 / sub-section.
Panch / Panchayat
Election / 2022.
Balodabazar, under sec-

tion 28 of the Chhattisgarh
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993,
proceedings of by-election
for the post of President
has been declared.

The bye-election will be
held on November 14 at 11
am in the office of Janpad
Panchayat Kasdol. It is
worth mentioning that as
soon as the notification
has been issued for the by-
election for the post of
President in Kasdol
Janpad Panchayat, there
has been an increase in

the activism among the
public representatives and
for the post of President,
25 district members will
exercise their vote.

If sources are to be be-
lieved, district member
Siddhant Mishra is from
BJP and district member
Ishwar Patel from BJP is
in front as a strong con-
tender for the post of pres-
ident.

Here it's worth to men-
tion that in such a situa-
tion, the claimants for the

post of Speaker may in-
crease and differences
may increase which is not
good for the health of the
Janpad Panchayat, and in
this regard, most of the
members have opined that
that if former Legislative
Assembly Speaker, former
MLA Gaurishankar
Agarwal intervenes and
decides the name of any
one, then the election can
go smoothly, as both the
candidates are workers of
Aggarwal.

Raut Nacha Mahotsav mesmerizes audience
Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Nov 13: Raut
Nacha Mahotsav was or-
ganized at the local high
school ground on Friday.
In thus event dance teams
from different regions par-
ticipated and presented
Raut Nacha in their own
style. The team of Sirgitti
Tar Bahar got the first
place in the program or-
ganized by Raut Nacha
Mahotsav Samiti Masturi
this year.

On the other hand,
Parsada Bharni got sec-
ond place, Khamtarai
third place, Bharni fourth
place, Kekati fifth place,
Padhar sixth place and
Darrighat and Mopka's
dance troupe got seventh
place.

Former MLA Dilip
Lahariya, a guest in this
Rawat dance festival,
while addressing the gath-
ering said that the ancient
tradition is still celebrated
harmoniously with mutu-
al brotherhood. As a de-
scendant of King Nandraj,
you people have an invalu-

able contribution in sav-
ing nature.

Today Yaduvanshi
Nitya has a different iden-
tity not only in the country
but also in foreign coun-
tries. Ramesh Yadu
presided over the pro-
gramme. Dr. Somnath

Yadav, Block President
Nagendra Rai, Jayant
Manhar, Premchand Jaisi,
District Panchayat
Member Kiran Santosh
Yadav, Nitesh Singh,
Ashok Rajwal,
Chandraprakash Surya,
Ramnarayan Rathore,

Rajju Bhargava, Sunil
Patel, Vinod Singh were
special guest. Yadav fami-
ly including Dilip Kumar
Yadav, President Kanhaiya
Yadav, Rahul, Manoj,Bijul,
Shubham, Raghu, Ajay,
Rupesh Yadav were pres-
ent on this occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 13: Under
the paddy procurement
campaign that started
from November 1 in the
district, the purchase of
paddy is going on from the
farmers of the district at
support price. Paddy pro-
curement has started in all
123 procurement centers of
the district. So far 8478
farmers have sold
308862.00 quintals of paddy
in the district. Its total
amount is Rs 63.10 crores.

Initially, the arrival of
thick and thin variety of
paddy in the committees is
more in the committees.
All arrangements have
been made in the procure-
ment centers for the con-
venience of the farmers.
Token is being issued by
the committee and mobile
app Token Tumhar Hath
for the convenience of the
farmers.

Farmers are getting to-
kens sitting at home, due
to which there is joy in
them. Now they do not
have to make rounds of the

committee for tokens.
Tokens have been issued to
2439 farmers for 14
November 2022, out of
which 468 tokens have

been received by farmers
from their mobiles.

More than 106818.00
quintals of paddy will be
procured through the token

issued. The nodal officer of
the cooperative bank, DD
Dehare said that necessary
arrangements have been
made for the farmers in all
the centers so that they do
not face any problems in
selling their paddy.

The amount of paddy
sold on support price is
being paid to the farmers
through all the 19 bank
branches of the district.
So far, 1421 farmers have
been paid more than 10
crores through online.
Loans of 18 crores have
also been recovered from
the farmers.

The lifting of paddy
from the committees has
also started. Paddy is
being transported by the
millers of Durg and
Raipur. So far 11576 quin-
tals of paddy have been
lifted in 33 procurement
centers. The lifting from
the remaining centers will
start soon.

Guru Nanak Jayanti 
celebrated with gaiety

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Nov 13: The
553rd Prakash Parv of
Guru Nanak Dev was cele-
brated with great pomp by
the revered Sindhi
Panchayat at Gaurela, the
headquarters of district
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi.
Prabhat pheri was taken
out in the whole city by

Sindhi society, starting
from the 1st of this month.
The day ended on Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

Langar Prasad was or-
ganized after Bhog Sahib
and Bhajan Kirtan at 10:00
in the morning. The oath
was administered to all
the newly appointed mem-
bers by Leelaram
Shivdasani and former
President Rajkumar

Methwani.
President Jaiprakash

Shivdasani, Vice
President Raja Tharwani
and Kishor Manwani,
Secretary Mahesh
Shivdasani, Co-Secretary
Vijay Rama and Treasurer
Gopi Saamani were ap-
pointed. There was full co-
operation of all the people
of the society in the said
program.

CKVGS celebrates Maharshi
Kashyap Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Seepat, Nov 13: Shri
C h a n d r a p u r i h a
Kasaundhan Vaishya
Gupta Samaj (CKVGS) cele-
brated Maharshi Kashyap
Jayanti on Tuesday with
devotion. With the attrac-
tive Karma dance team a
procession was taken out
from Shivdayal Bhavan and
after passing through
Navadih Square reached
Mangal Bhavan where it
culminated into a mass
meeting.

The procession was wel-
comed on the way through
bursting of crackers and
showering of flowers.
Masturi MLA Dr
Krishnamurti Bandhi was
the chief guest.
Congratulating the com-

munity as a whole Dr
Bandhi Vaishya Gupta
Samaj is an asset for the
Chhattisgarh and unity is
their biggest strength. He
announced a grant of Rs 6
lakh for the community.

Special Guest and Zilla
Panchayat speaker Rahul
Sonwani was also all praise
for the unity and organiza-
tional strength of the com-
munity. He announced for a
crematorium and one bor-

ing for the community.
Fishman Welfare Board

vice president Rajendra
Dheewar chaired over the
programme. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
the secretary Himanshu
Gupta and joint secretary
Harish Gupta proposed
vote of thanks. Earlier the
children presented attrac-
tive dance to present a rich
cultural heritage of the
community.

The senior members of
the community were hon-
oured with shreefal and
garlanded in the pro-
gramme. In memory of
Late Santosh Gupta, father
Late Jagdish Gupta who
had donated his body for
the medical science, his son
Satyam was honoured with
shreefal and memento.
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Road patch work commences
from Chaubebandha Bridge

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 13: The effect
of the instructions and an-
nouncements of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is visible at the ground
level. In the district, about
153 km of roads are to be
repaired on various
routes in Gariaband dis-
tric and 50 km of roads
are to be repaired on dif-
ferent routes of Public
Works Sub-division Rajim
alone, which is in very di-
lapidated condition.

The distance of 3 km
from Rajim to Rajim
Parswani Chaubebandha
bridge had become very
dilapidated and after the
news published promi-
nently in the administra-
tion swung into action and
the statement of the re-

sponsible officials
emerged that the roads
would be improved after
the rains ended. The roads
are being packed with bal-
last and though its creat-
ing problem for com-
muters, people are happy
that the roads and pits will
be filled.

It is noteworthy that
Chaubebandha is a single

road, and accordingly, the
roads should be main-
tained as hundreds of ve-
hicles are running day
and night from Amlidih
and Doomkadih in
Dhamtari district and
Sindhauri and
Chaubebandha at high
speed filled with sand and
as colonies are formed
along there is also infor-

mation that  people espe-
cially kids are getting dis-
turbed due to movement
of heavy movers at night
hours.Nita Ramteke, SDO,
Public Works Sub-
Division, Rajim, said that
funds have been approved
for the repair of 153 km of
dilapidated roads in the
district, whose work has
started.

Total 30,886 quintal paddy procured so far in the district

By-election for President declared
Janpad Panchayat Kasdol
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Broken roads, waterlogging, garbage mismanagement among key issues
New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Broken roads, waterlog-
ging and garbage misman-
agement are some of the
key issues that the resi-
dents in the national capi-
tal have been facing for
years, according to the
Residents’ Welfare
Association (RWA) of
north, east and south
Delhi.

President of north Delhi
RWA, Ashok Bhasin said
80 per cent of the roads in
their area are broken and
sewer lines around the
slums need to be fixed.

“The biggest issue that
we have been facing for the
last 3 to 4 years is broken
roads. Condition of these
roads and gullies (streets)
are pathetic and 80 per
cent of the roads need to

be repaired. Even the
sewer lines around the
slum area are in the same
condition,” Bhasin told
PTI.

He also mentioned the
rise in property taxes, user
charges for cleanliness in
the society and “ineffi-
cient” management of
problems raised by the so-
cieties as other issues of
concern among the resi-

dents.
“What has the

Municipal Corporation in
Delhi (MCD) given the res-
idents in the last 15 years?
They have provided us
with zero benefits.
Residents are being threat-
ened and charged fines in
the name of pollution by
the authorities. Politicians
are busy focusing on pub-
licity rather than working

for development for the
public,” he said.

B S Vohra, president of
east Delhi RWA said the
civic body needs to focus
mainly on the civic infra-
structure in the eastern
part of the union territory.

He said due to improper
drainage systems, resi-
dents face waterlogging is-
sues during the rainy sea-
son.

100 new colleges in next 5 years
by upgrading dist hospitals

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

The Union Health
Ministry has drawn a pro-
posal to set up 100 new med-
ical colleges by 2027 by up-
grading district hospitals
under the fourth phase of a
scheme that aims to boost
the availability of human re-
sources for the health sector.
The colleges will be set up
under the centrally spon-
sored scheme for the “estab-
lishment of new medical col-
leges by upgrading district
or referral hospitals” at an
estimated cost of Rs 325
crore per college on the basis
of central and state share of
60:40, official sources told
PTI. The funding pattern for
the northeastern and special
category states is in the ratio
of 90:10 between the Centre
and the state. The
Department of Expenditure

has approved the proposal of
the Health ministry, and a
cabinet note in this regard
has already been drafted, of-
ficial sources said. In the last
three phases, 157 medical col-
leges were approved, and 93
of them have become func-
tional while others are at dif-
ferent stages of construc-
tion. These proposed 100
medical colleges will be set
up in 100 districts which
have a population of more
than 10 lakhs and where
there is no private or govern-
ment medical colleges. “The
proposal to set up 100 med-
ical colleges by upgrading
district hospitals in the
fourth phase of the scheme
has been approved by the
Expenditure Finance
Committee (EFC), after
which a Cabinet note has
been prepared,” an official
source said.

Family of brain dead 8-yr-old girl donates organs

New Delhi,Nov 13 (PTI): 

In less than 24 hours,
AIIMS Delhi saw a second
instance in which a family
donated the organs of a
brain dead girl, giving a
new lease of life to two chil-
dren, officials said on
Sunday.

Earlier, the family mem-
bers of an 18-month-old girl
who was declared brain
dead, donated her organs,
offering life to two and vi-
sion to two other children.

Mansi from Mathura in
Uttar Pradesh had fallen
down from a height at her
home on November 2. The
eight-year-old girl suffered
severe brain damage and
was declared brain dead on

November 11, Professor of
Neurosurgery at AIIMS, Dr
Deepak Gupta told PTI.

With the consent of her
parents, her liver and a kid-
ney were transplanted in a
five-year-old who was un-
dergoing treatment at
Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences Hospital
here. The other kidney was
given to a child aged 12
years, who was on peri-
toneal dialysis for over five
years and there was no suit-
able donor in the family. She
had been undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS.

Mansi’s corneas and
heart valves have been pre-
served to be used in other
children.

“During the counselling,
Mansi’s parents were told
about Rolly’s story of organ
donation after which they
understood the concept of
brain death and the need for
organ donation,” he said.

The parents of 6-year-old
Rolly Prajapati, who was de-
clared brain dead following
a gunshot injury, had donat-
ed her vital organs — heart,
liver, kidneys and corneas
— in April this year.

In Mansi’s case, organ
procurement team from Jai
Prakash Narayan Apex
Trauma Centre and Organ
Retreival Banking
Organisation, AIIMS and
National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
came together in facilitat-
ing the organ retrieval and
transplantation process.

Dr Rajendra Prasad
Centre for Ophthalmic
Sciences, AIIMS will do the
corneal transplant in the
coming weeks, Dr Gupta
said. “I believe Rolly’s case
has given a clear message to
everyone to increase sensiti-
sation in families towards
this noble case. After that
case, donations from chil-

dren have been taking place
at AIIMS,” he said. He ad-
vised parents to ensure that
their balconies are at least
twice the height of their
children, saying fall from a
height is the biggest killer
among them in India.
“Children often end up
climbing the railing in bal-
cony unprotected and fall
over many such children
die or sustain severe head
injuries. Such deaths and
injuries are completely pre-
ventable,” he told PTI.
Awareness on organ dona-
tion in rural background is
still lacking big time. Most
refusals come from senior
members of the family who
haven’t heard of organ do-
nations, he said.

India has 0.4 per million
organ donation rates ( low-
est in the world). USA and
Spain have 50 per million
population organ donation
rates currently.

Rains to recede, Stalin
to inspect delta region

Chennai, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Sunday said he would
soon be inspecting rain-
affected areas in the
Cauvery delta region.

After inspecting areas
in north Chennai, Stalin
said he would be visiting
Sirkazhi in
Mayilduthurai district
on November 14. “People
said there is no rain
water stagnation in most
(North Chennai) areas,”
the Chief Minister said
on his visit to city areas.
From Monday, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department has forecast
a significant decrease in
rainfall activity in Tamil
Nadu and nearby
Puducherry.

Sirkazhi in the
Cauvery delta district of
Mayiladuthirai wit-
nessed extremely heavy
rainfall affecting stand-
ing crops and normal
life. Electricity distribu-
tion infrastructure was
hit. Sirkazhi saw a
record 44 CM, all-time
high for this specific re-
gion and highest in
Tamil Nadu during the
24-hour period that
ended on the morning of
November 12. Several
other areas in the delta
zone has recorded heavy
rainfall.

Electricity Minister
Senthil Balaji inspected
repair and restoration
work in Sirkazhi and
lauded the state-run elec-
tricity corporation work-
ers for their dedication to
restore uninterrupted
power supply.

In a bulletin, the IMD
said: “Significant reduc-
tion in rainfall over
south peninsular India
from November 14.” The
Saturday’s low pressure
area over north coastal
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
& neighbourhood “now
lies over southeast
Arabian sea off Kerala
coast.”

The associated cy-
clonic circulation ex-
tends up to mid tropos-
pheric levels and a
trough runs over south-
west Bay of Bengal in
lower levels, it said.
Intermittent rainfall con-
tinued on Sunday as well
in many regions of the
State. In view of the
showers, areas here and
those on the outskirts,
several regions across
Tamil Nadu were inun-
dated and reservoirs re-
ceived copious inflows.

The IMD has already
predicted the likelihood
of a fresh low pressure
area forming over south-
east Bay of Bengal and
adjoining Andaman sea
by November 16 or after.

SP leader targets BJP for
raising UCC issue 

Sambhal (UP), Nov 13 (PTI): 

Targeting the BJP, Lok
Sabha member and
Samajwadi Party leader
Shafiqur Rahman Barq
on Sunday alleged that
they are raising divisive
issues such as the
Uniform Civil Code to
benefit in the 2024 general
elections.

The MP from Sambhal,
without naming the BJP,
also said this time, they
will hardly win 50 seats as
the Opposition will fight
unitedly.

“They (BJP) term a
mosque a temple and
raise issues such as the

Uniform Civil Code that is
of hatred and does not
unite hearts... Since the
2024 elections are there,
they are doing it so that
all Hindus associate them-
selves with it in the name
of Hindu-Muslim ha-
tred,” Barq said.

The 92-year-old told re-
porters that all Hindus
are not bad. “The one in
the Congress and under-
taking the Bharat Jodo
Yatra (apparently refer-
ring to Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi). Is Sharad
Pawar not a Hindu? Is
Akhilesh Yadav not a
Hindu?” he said.

They (the BJP) wants
Hindus who are associat-
ed with other parties to
also join them in the 2024
polls, Barq said.

Asked about temple-
mosque dispute cases, the
Samajwadi Party MP
said, “They see a temple
in every mosque. Muslims
are not so weak that they
will allow their mosques
to be made into temples.”

He was apparently re-
ferring to the Gyanvapi
mosque-Shringar Gauri
case of Varanasi and the
Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi
Masjid case of Mathura.

“It is our mosque and
the responsibility to
guard (it) is that of our
community. It has to be
protected as it is dearer to
us than our lives. We have
to answer to allah after
our death, if there is any
injustice to it (mosque),”
the MP said.

Preparations underway for
Prez’s two-day J’khand visit
R a n c h i / D e o g h a r
(Jharkhand), Nov 13
(PTI): Preparations are un-
derway in full swing for
President Droupadi
Murmu’s two-day visit to
Jharkhand from Monday.

Murmu, in her first visit
to the state after becoming
the President, will visit
Birsa Munda’s village in
Khunti district on the occa-
sion of the legendary tribal
freedom fighter’s birth an-
niversary on Tuesday and
also take part in the
Jharkhand Foundation Day

celebrations on the same
day. The former Jharkhand
governor will arrive at
Deoghar Airport on
Monday afternoon and offer
prayers at Baba Badiyanath
Dham Temple, a district of-
ficial said, adding she will
then fly to Ranchi. Deoghar
Deputy Commissioner
Manjunath Bhajantri, in an
official statement, said that
the administration has en-
sured elaborate security
arrangements in view of
the President’s visit and
entry of devotees to the tem-

ple has been prohibited
from 9 am to 3.30 pm.

District Superintendent
of Police Subhash Chandra
Jat told PTI, “We are fully
prepared for the President’s
visit to the temple town.”
After reaching Ranchi, she
will stay the night at Raj
Bhavan. Roads from Ranchi
Airport to Raj Bhavan have
been cleaned, street lights
repaired, dividers freshly
painted, and unwarranted
banners and hoardings re-
moved, another official
said.

Four Ladakh girls pursuing NEET dreams
Srinagar, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Kargil native Taslima
Naaz is currently undergo-
ing a rigorous academic
coaching in Kashmir as
part of the Army’s presti-
gious Super 50 pro-
gramme, and the 18-year-
old says she is determined
to secure admission in a
good medical college for
an MBBS course before
going back to her home-
town.

She is among the four
girls from Ladakh Union
Territory — three from
Kargil and one from Leh
— who have been chosen
this year after a tough
screening process under
the educational pro-
gramme of the Army that
coaches 50 youths for the
competitive NEET exami-
nation.

“I always knew that I
wanted to become a doctor,
and pursuing that dream
brought me from Kargil to
Srinagar. After qualifying
in the written exam, I was
called for an interview and
then finally selected. I got
to know about the Super 50
programme through an
advertisement,” Naaz told
PTI. She says her father
runs a shop in Kargil and
mother is a housewife. She
has an elder sister and a
younger brother who is in
primary school.

“I finished by class 12
this year from a private

school. My sister is an en-
gineer and she is my first
and closest inspiration to
do well in life. I will make
her and my family proud,”
Naaz said.

PTI recently visited the
Army facility located in
Haft Chinar in Srinagar,
where the programme is
being run, and interacted
with some of the students,
and a representative of the
Kanpur-based NGO, which
is a partner in this pro-
gramme, along with a PSU
through its corporate so-
cial responsibility-related
activity.

The current programme
evolved out of the Super 30
initiative that began in
2018 and initially only 30
boys from Jammu and
Kashmir were selected
and trained for the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for
the undergraduate-level,
the representative of the
NGO said.

“Since 2021, 20 girls have
also been added to it, and
so it is called Super 50. Out
of these 20 girls, four are
from Ladakh region, three
from Jammu and rest 13
from Kashmir region.
Maximum number (seven)
of girl students, who have
joined are from
Ganderbal, and five are
from Kupwara, and one
from Shopian,” he told
PTI.

The programme intends

to make the candidates
“supremely focussed” on
their goals, and before
signing up, they have to
leave their mobile phones
behind with their family
members.

Social media turns out
to be a big distraction for
them, so phones are not al-
lowed, he said.

But, there is a landline
phone in the campus,
which can be accessed at a
designated time or for any
emergency situation, the
representative added.

“We focus on our stud-
ies, which is what we are
here for. Our parents have
big hopes from us.
Sacrificing use of mobile
phone for a certain dura-
tion, if it helps in building
our career, it is fine,” said
Ruksana Batool, 19, who
also hails from Kargil.

Girls from Kashmir val-
ley who are part of the
‘Army HPCL Kashmir
Super 50’ say they interact
with their Ladakhi coun-
terparts in English or
Hindi. “Language is not a
barrier at all, we do not
understand each other’s
native language, but as
girls we have bonded well,
as we share the same class-
room, same routine and
same hostel,” said
Shamina Akhtar, 19, who
hails from Kupwara.

A regular day for these
students starts early. They
gather for an assembly,

after which the first class
begins at 8:30 am followed
by a lunch break at 1:30 pm
and then classes resume
again at 2:30 pm and go on
till 5 pm.

“There is a tea break
and then doubt clearing
session happens at 6 pm.
Our teachers are good and
help us in all subjects. At
7:30 pm, we go for our din-
ner and then to our hos-
tel,” said Syed Mobarak
Ali, 19, a native of
Baramulla.

On Sundays, regular
tests are held from 10 am
to 1 pm, and monthly tests
are also held which assess
their preparedness fully,
the representative of the
NGO said.

Among the 30 boys,
eight are from Ganderbal
district, four each from
Kargil, Kupwara and
Baramulla, two from
Pulwama, and seven from
Budgam, he said.

Ladakh — with Kargil
and Leh districts — was
earlier part of the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre abrogated provi-
sions of Article 370 that ac-
corded special status to
Jammu and Kashmir, and
bifurcated the state into
Union Territories —
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh — following which
Kashmir Valley was under
lockdown for a long time.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY COMMEMORATION

Representatives of various consulates and officials pose for group photo after laying
wreath at the Glorious Dead Cenotaph memorial during the ‘Remembrance Sunday
Commemoration’ in Kolkata, Sunday. 

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Vehicles ply through a waterlogged road following heavy rain, near Chennai, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Nabbed  
 Jabalpur: The police

on Sunday appre-
hended a 16-year-old
boy who allegedly
punched women and
fled on a motorcycle
in a locality in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur city, an offi-
cial said. The boy had
been targeting
women in Sanjeevani
Nagar locality for the
last few days, he said.
The motorcycle-
borne accused would
allegedly get off the
vehicle, punch
women on their
backs and speed
away, the official said.

Suspended 
 Lucknow: A traffic

sub-inspector and
two constables were
suspended for al-
legedly demanding a
bribe from a truck
driver in the Sushant
Golf City area, ac-
cording to a state-
ment issued here. A
departmental in-
quiry was ordered
against them, it said.
In the statement,
Joint Commissioner
of Police Piyush
Mordia said he came
across a stranded
truck near the
Ahimamau under-
pass of the city on
Saturday night.

Suicide
 Mumbai: A 25-year-

old Indian Navy
sailor allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
shooting himself
with his service pis-
tol on a ship in the
Mumbai harbour, a
police official said on
Sunday. The incident
took place on
Saturday afternoon
on the naval warship
INS Chennai, a
Kolkata-class stealth
guided missile de-
stroyer, after which
the Navy ordered an
inquiry into the inci-
dent, he said.

Procure 
 Jammu: The Jammu

and Kashmir Police
is all set to procure
seven mine-protected
vehicles (MPVs), five
remotely operated ve-
hicles (RoVs), and 18
under-vehicle surveil-
lance systems (UVSS),
officials said on
Sunday. The special ve-
hicles and equipment
will boost the security
and surveillance abili-
ties of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police en-
gaged in counter-ter-
rorism operations,
they said.

Join
 New Delhi: A

Supreme Court
lawyer who worked
as a legal advisor to
governors of several
states joined the BJP
here on Sunday.
Vikas Bansode joined
the party at its head-
quarters in the pres-
ence of its national
general secretary C T
Ravi. Ravi told re-
porters that Bansode
had worked as a legal
advisor to former
governors, including
late Congress leader
Hansraj Bhardwaj, of
states of Karnataka,
Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and
Telangana.

A butterfly perches on a
flower at a park in
Gurugram, Sunday.

SUPER 50 PROJECT

Ahead of 2024 LS
polls

AIIMS Delhi

Second case in 24
hours

MCD POLLS



CHOLERA VACCINE 

A Syrian child receives the Cholera vaccine at a Syrian refugee camp in Bhanine village, in the North Lebanon
province, Lebanon. Lebanon and many neighboring countries are facing an outbreak of cases. The Lebanese gov-
ernment with the World Health Organization pledged 600,000 doses to combat the disease.
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Mykolaiv (Ukraine), Nov 13 (AP):

Ukraine’s president
vowed to keep pushing
Russian forces out of his
country after they with-
drew from Kherson, leav-
ing behind devastation,
hunger and booby traps in
the southern Ukrainian
city.

The Russian retreat
from Kherson marked a
triumphant milestone in
Ukraine’s pushback
against Moscow’s inva-
sion almost nine months
ago. Kherson residents
hugged and kissed the ar-

riving Ukrainian troops in
rapturous scenes.

“We will see many more
such greetings” of
Ukrainian soldiers liber-
ating Russian-held territo-
ry,” President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in his
nightly video address on
Saturday.

He pledged to the people
in Ukrainian cities and
villages that are still
under occupation: “We
don’t forget anyone; we
won’t leave anyone.”

Ukraine’s retaking of
Kherson was a significant
setback for the Kremlin

and the latest in a series of
battlefield embarrass-
ments. It came some six
weeks after Russian
President Vladimir Putin
annexed the Kherson re-
gion and three other
provinces in southern and
eastern Ukraine in breach
of international law and
declared them Russian
territory.

Driving toward
Kherson from the
Mykolaiv region, AP re-
porters saw downed elec-
trical lines, used projectile
casings and the decom-
posed carcass of a cow.

Several destroyed tanks
lined the muddy road.

As Ukrainian forces on
Sunday consolidated their
hold on Kherson, authori-
ties contemplated the
daunting task of clearing
out explosive devices and
restoring basic public
services in the city.

One Ukrainian official
described the situation in
Kherson as “a humanitar-
ian catastrophe.” The re-
maining residents in the
city are said to lack water,
medicine and food. There
are shortages of key ba-
sics such as bread because

of a lack of electricity.
Ukrainian police called

on residents to help identi-
fy collaborators with
Russian forces during the
eight-month occupation.
Ukrainian police officers
returned to the city on
Saturday, along with pub-
lic broadcasting services,
following the departure of
Russian troops.

The national police
chief of Ukraine, Ihor
Klymenko, said on
Saturday on Facebook
that about 200 officers
were at work in the city,
setting up checkpoints

and documenting evi-
dence of possible war
crimes. In what could per-
haps be the next district to
fall in Ukraine’s march on
territory illegally annexed
by Moscow, the Russian-
appointed administration
of the Kakhovka district,
east of Kherson city, an-
nounced Saturday it was
evacuating its employees.

“Today, the administra-
tion is the number one tar-
get for Ukrainian at-
tacks,” said the Moscow-
installed leader of
Kakhovka, Pavel
Filipchuk.

After Kherson success, Kyiv vows to keep driving out Russia

Rome, Nov 13 (AP):

Pope Francis denounced
the “sirens of populism” on
Sunday as he called for a re-
newed commitment to help-
ing the poor, homeless and
migrants amid Italy’s latest
migration debate.

Francis celebrated the
Catholic Church’s World
Day of the Poor by inviting
hundreds of poor and
homeless people and mi-
grants into the Vatican for a
special Mass and luncheon.
He denounced the indiffer-
ence the world shows them
as well as the “prophets of
doom” who fuel fear and
conspiracies about them for
personal gain. “Let us not
be enchanted by the sirens
of populism, which exploit
people’s real needs by facile

and hasty solutions,”
Francis said. This year’s
commemoration takes
place as Italy once again is
at the heart of a European
debate over migration, with
the far-right-led govern-
ment of Premier Giorgia
Meloni going head-to-head
with France over the fate of
people rescued in the
Mediterranean.

Italy kept four rescue
boats at sea for days until fi-
nally allowing three to dis-
embark last week and forc-
ing France to take in the
fourth.

The standoff sparked a
diplomatic row that result-
ed in France suspending its
participation in a European
redistribution program and
reinforcing its border cross-
ings with Italy.

Pope denounces ‘sirens of populism’
as he marks day for poor

London, Nov 13 (PTI):

It has been anything but
a smooth ride for the Rishi
Sunak led UK govern-
ment, with the latest offi-
cial data released this
week reflecting a shrink-
ing economy and a loom-
ing two-year-long reces-
sion. The British Indian
former finance minister,
who took charge at 10
Downing Street last month
with the promise to fix the
fiscal errors of predeces-
sor Liz Truss’ disastrous
mini-budget, has pledged
to get a grip on the soaring
inflation as a priority and
warned of tough tax and
spending decisions ahead.

Economic experts agree
on the massive scale of the

challenge, even as they
hold out the prospect of a
free trade agreement
(FTA) with India as a po-
tential generator of much-
needed economic growth.

“The economic crisis in
the UK is caused by some
new and some longstand-
ing factors,” explains Dr
Anna Valero, Senior
Policy Fellow at the
London School of
Economics (LSE) Centre
for Economic
Performance.

“High inflation, high in-
terest rates and tightening
fiscal policy occurs
against the backdrop of
particularly poor produc-
tivity growth in the UK
since the financial crisis
which has been a drag on

real wages,” she says.
“There are also large

and persistent inequalities
in the UK. Combined, poor
growth and high inequali-
ties have made the UK a
Stagnation Nation’, in ur-
gent need of a new eco-
nomic strategy to move
the country onto a
stronger, fairer and more
sustainable growth path,”
she adds.

Asked how an India-UK
FTA might impact this sce-
nario, the analyst wel-
comed the fact that Sunak
was committed to an
agreement.

“Such a deal could gen-
erate growth opportuni-
ties for the UK, particular-
ly if there is potential to
export services the UK’s

key area of comparative
advantage to a market that
is expected to grow signifi-
cantly over time,” she
notes.

The energy crisis trig-
gered by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict is seen as
a dominating factor be-
hind Britain’s current
cost-of-living crisis of
mounting household bills.
A weak post-COVID recov-
ery, hangover effect of the
uncertainties of Brexit
since the UK left the
European Union (EU) in
2016 and years of underin-
vestment as a result of
austerity in the aftermath
of the 2008 financial crash
stand out as the key ingre-
dients behind today’s
mess.

UK economy: A crisis in the making for some
time, with India trade deal offering hope

Phnom Penh (Cambodia), Nov 13 (AP):

Cambodian leader Hun
Sen called for unity on
Sunday, telling a gathering
including Russia, China
and the United States that
current global tensions
have been taking a toll on
everyone.

The prime minister,
whose country holds the ro-
tating chair of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, said at the
opening of the East Asia
Summit that it was in the
world’s common interest to
cooperate to solve differ-
ences peacefully.

The comments come as
regional tensions remain
high between the United
States and China over
Taiwan and Beijing’s grow-
ing regional aspirations,
and while the Russia inva-
sion of Ukraine has dis-
rupted global supply
chains, causing rising ener-
gy and food prices far be-
yond Europe.

Without singling out any
nation by name, Hun Sen
said he hoped leaders
would embrace a “spirit of
togetherness in upholding
open and inclusive multilat-
eralism, pragmatism and
mutual respect in address-
ing the existential and
strategic challenges we all
face.” “Many current chal-
lenges and tensions have
been hindering our past
hard-earned efforts to pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment and causing greater
hardship to people’s lives,”

he said as he opened the
meeting, which is running
in parallel to the ASEAN
group’s main summit.

Participants included US
President Joe Biden and
Chinese Prime Minister Li
Keqiang, and it comes just a
day before the highly antici-
pated meeting between
Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at the
Group of 20 summit in Bali.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
was also taking part in the
meetings, which also in-
cluded the leaders of
Australia, New Zealand,
South Korea, Japan and
others.

On Saturday, Biden prom-
ised that the US would work
with ASEAN, telling lead-
ers of the strategically vital
coalition that “we’re going
to build a better future that
we all want to see” in the re-
gion where US rival China
is also working to expand
its influence.

He promised to collabo-
rate to build a region that is
“free and open, stable and
prosperous, resilient and
secure.” “I look forward to
continuing our work to-
gether with ASEAN and
with each one of you to
deepen peace and prosperi-
ty throughout the region to
resolve challenges from the
South China Sea to
Myanmar and to find inno-
vative solutions to shared
challenges,” Biden said, cit-
ing climate and health secu-
rity among areas of collabo-
ration.

Southeast Asian leaders call for
unity amid global tensions

Phnom Penh, Nov 13 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on
Sunday and discussed the
Ukraine conflict, the
strategic Indo-Pacific re-
gion and bilateral rela-
tions on the sidelines of
the ASEAN-India summit
here in the Cambodian
capital.

Jaishankar is accompa-
nying Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who is
leading the Indian delega-
tion to the ASEAN-India
Commemorative Summit
and the 17th East Asia
Summit here.

“A good meeting with
US Secretary of State
@SecBlinken. Discussed
Ukraine, Indo-Pacific, en-
ergy, G20 and bilateral re-
lations,” Jaishankar said
in a tweet.

He also met UN chief
Ant nio Guterres at the
end of the ASEAN gala
dinner on Saturday.

Jaishankar held also
talks with his counterpart
from Thailand Don
Pramudwinai. “Always
nice to catch up with DPM
& FM Don Pramudwinai
of Thailand. Discussed
our shared regional con-
cerns and the strengthen-
ing partnership with
ASEAN,” he said.

Jaishankar discusses Ukraine
conflict, Indo-Pacific with US

Secretary of State Blinken
Phnom Penh (Cambodia), Nov 13 (AP):

President Joe Biden is set
to meet on Sunday with the
leaders of Japan and South
Korea to coordinate their re-
sponse to North Korea’s
threatening nuclear and
ballistic missile programs,
as well as to seek input on
managing China’s assertive
posture in the Pacific region
on the eve of his planned
face-to-face with President
Xi Jinping.

Biden will hold separate
meetings with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol.
The three leaders will then
sit down together on the
sidelines of the East Asia
Summit in Cambodia.

The meetings come as
North Korea has fired
dozens of missiles in recent
weeks, including an inter-
continental ballistic missile
10 days ago that triggered
evacuation alerts in north-
ern Japan, and as the allies
warn of a looming risk of
the isolated country con-
ducting its seventh nuclear
test in the coming weeks.

US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan told
reporters on Saturday that
Biden aims to use the meet-
ings to strengthen the three
countries’ joint response to
the dangers posed by North
Korea, officially known as
the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

“What we would really
like to see is enhanced tri-
lateral security cooperation
where the three countries
are all coming together,” he
said.

“That’s acutely true with
respect to the DPRK be-
cause of the common threat
and challenge we all face,
but it’s also true, more
broadly, about our capacity
to work together to enhance
overall peace and stability
in the region.” Tensions on
the Korean peninsula have

skyrocketed in recent
months as the North contin-
ues its weapons demonstra-
tions and the US and South
Korea launched stepped-up
joint defense exercises.

Earlier this month, the
South Korean military said
two B-1B bombers trained
with four US F-16 fighter
jets and four South Korean
F-35 jets during the last day
of “Vigilant Storm” joint
air force drills.

It was the first time since
December 2017 that the
bombers were deployed to
the Korean Peninsula. The
exercise involved a total of
roughly 240 warplanes, in-
cluding advanced F-35 fight-
er jets from both countries.

North Korea responded
with its own display of
force, flying large numbers
of warplanes inside its ter-
ritory.

The Biden administra-
tion has said it has sent re-
peated requests to negotiate
with North Korea without
preconditions on constrain-
ing its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs, but that
Kim Jong Un’s government
has not responded.

Biden huddles with Asian allies
on N Korea threat, China

London, Nov 13 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has pledged
to “call out Putin’s
regime” at this year’s G20
over the Russia-Ukraine
conflict as he leaves for
Indonesia for the annual
summit on Sunday.

The Group of 20 (G20) of
the world’s biggest
economies will bring to-
gether world leaders,
where Sunak is expected
to hold his first meeting
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi since tak-
ing charge as the UK’s first
Indian-origin Prime
Minister last month.

India’s presidency of
the G20 will kick off fol-
lowing the Heads of State
and Government Summit
in Bali from December 1.

“(Vladimir) Putin’s war
has caused devastation
around the world destroy-
ing lives and plunging the
international economy
into turmoil,” said Sunak
in a statement before set-
ting off for Bali.

“This G20 summit will
not be business as usual.

We will call out Putin’s
regime, and lay bare their
utter contempt for the
kind of international co-
operation and respect for
sovereignty forums like
the G20 represent. In clear
contrast to Putin’s disrup-
tion, the UK and our allies
will work together to make
meaningful progress solv-
ing the economic chal-
lenges we face and making
lives better for our peo-
ple,” he said.

Sunak will confront
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in a speech
during the G20’s first ple-
nary session, when all
members are expected to
attend, on Tuesday.

According to reports,
Downing Street had pre-
pared for the summit as-

suming Russia’s President
would be there. But
Moscow revealed last
week he wouldn’t be at-
tending and that the
Kremlin would be sending
Russia’s foreign minister,
Sergei Lavrov, instead.

The annual gatherings
were initially established
in response to the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis, cementing
the summit as the main
global forum for economic
cooperation. The meeting
next week will take place
as the world faces another
significant set of econom-
ic challenges since 2008
caused or exacerbated by
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict.

Talks are set to be domi-
nated by the fallout of G20
member-state Russia’s ac-
tions, which the western
economies believe has un-
leashed chaos in the global
economy and seen energy
and food prices skyrocket.

Russia’s top diplomat
previously walked out of a
meeting of G20 foreign
ministers in July when
challenged over Moscow’s
actions in Ukraine.

UK PM Rishi Sunak sets off for G20
with pledge to call out Russia

Siem Reap, Nov 13 (PTI):

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday
said he felt like home in
Cambodia, which is part
of India’s “extended fami-

ly”, as he inaugurated the
completed conservation
work of ‘Haal of Dancers’
in Ta Prohm Temple here.

Dhankhar, accompa-
nied by his wife Sudesh
Dhankhar and External

Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, visited the Ta
Prohm Temple and of-
fered prayers. He also vis-
ited Angkor Wat Temple
on the last leg of his
three-day visit to the

country.
“We are not in the coun-

try of our extended neigh-
bourhood, we are in our
extended family,”
Dhankhar said while in-
augurating the restored
Hall of Dancers at Ta
Prohm Temple in the
Angkor archaeological
complex.

‘The Hall of Dancers’ at
Ta Prohm temple is part
of a USD 4 million worth
collaboration project be-
tween India and
Cambodia on preserva-
tion and restoration of
cultural heritage in
Cambodia. Angkor Wat
temple, built in the 12th
century by King
Suryavarman II, is the
world’s largest religious
structure and it marks
the high point of Khmer
architecture. Ta Prohm is
one of the most visited
complexes in Cambodia’s
Angkor region.

We are in our extended family, Vice President
Dhankhar says in Cambodia

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with his wife Sudesh Dhankhar, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and other dignitaries poses for photographs during his visit to
the Angkor Wat temple at Angkor Archaeological Park, in Siem Reap, Cambodia,
Sunday, Nov. 13.
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Heart-breaking 
judgement

A heart-breaking news that
Nalini, Ravichandran,
Jayakumar, Murugan,
Suthenthiraraja @ Santhan and
Robert Pius, serving life sen-
tence in the assassination case
of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi and 36 others are now
walk free. The Supreme Court
Bench, comprising Justices B.R.
Gavai and B.V. Nagarathna, or-
dered this while taking into con-
sideration the case of A.G.
Perarivalan, another convict
who was released in May. But as
a law-abiding citizen of India
can’t digest it. Just like two
months back convicts in Bilkis
Banu’s case, who were convict-
ed for gangraping a pregnant
woman and for killing seven oth-
ers and a child of three years be-
fore her mother’s own eyes,
could be released after 14 years
in prison with multiple parole
and furlough releases ranging
up to four years within the said
14 years spent as prison term for
“good behavior” (?) followed by
the perversity of distributing
laddoos by their supporters (and
one of them now Godhra BJP
MLA C K Raulji who had courted
controversy by saying the con-
victs in the Bilkis Bano case,
who were released, were
Brahmins and had good ‘sam-
skara’ was granted ticket by the
BJP from the Godhra seat on
coming Gujarat election) for
doing the ‘exceptional national
service’! It appears like the con-
stitution has become a cobweb
that neither the judges nor the
politicians are able to negotiate
by applying their mind and it has
become a death trap for ordi-
nary citizens. Did the judges
make any attempt to under-
stand how the victims would
feel? Whatsoever, perhaps as-
sassination of a former PM is a
lesser crime in the eyes of the
court. Regarding the politicians,
all are the same. Whether Tamil
Nadu Dravida model or Gujarat
Aryan model. Votes and people's
perception mean everything.
BJP is no exception. The SC de-
cisions give terrorists the bold-
ness to attack us. Attack on a
PM or former PM should mean
an act of terror against a coun-
try and they should have been
shot long ago irrespective of
they having children or not..

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Euphoria 
Euphoria in English means a

false sense of well-being which
is rather harmful. In the mean-
time, the results of the DAC
polls are out. BJP, the ruling
party, launched an all-out of-
fensive to win the DAC poll
hands down. Most of the front-
ranking leaders of the BJP, in-
cluding MLAs, ministers were
camping and canvassing for
their party's candidates day in,
and day out and criticized
Congress for the low-profile
campaign. They were very con-
fident to win all 22 seats in the
DAC poll. But the results proved
otherwise. JPP, an ally of the
Congress, gave the BJP a fitting
reply. The DAC poll simply
proves that the BJP is suffering
from euphoria. Their leaders
namely Pijush Hazarika,
Prasanta Phukan, Jayanta
Mallabaruah and a few others
should learn to restrain them-
selves. It is time for them to in-
trospect. Else the writings are
there on the walls. 

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa
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Tamil Nadu Fire and Rescue Services (TNFRS) personnel evacuate people from a waterlogged residential area following heavy
rains, near Chennai, Sunday, Nov. 13.

RAIN HAVOC

M uch ado about nothing! That is the sum total of another petition in
Delhi High Court last week to grant equal respect to the beautiful and

melodious national song Vande Mataram as given to national anthem Jana
Gana Mana. But like the proverbial bad penny it continues to pop up intermit-
tently, notwithstanding, that this issue has been dealt with thrice earlier.
Albeit with a rider: Frame guidelines for the national song, giving it the same
honour and status at par with the national anthem. In its response, the Centre
underscored the national song occupies a unique and special place in peoples’
emotions and psyche and both have their sanctity and stand on equal footing.
It’s reply was based on Supreme Court’s order February 2017, which averred
Article 51A (a) does not refer to ‘national song’ but only to the national flag
and national anthem and the court would not enter into debate on the national
song. Pointing out that in November 1950, President of the Constituent
Assembly adopted Jana Gana Mana as the national anthem and orders were
issued regarding the manner and circumstances in which it has to be played or
sung. However, similar penal provisions were not made vis-à-vis Vande
Mataram and no instructions issued laying down circumstances in which it
may be sung or played, In fact, in 1971 the action of prevention of singing of
national anthem or causing disturbances to any assembly engaged in such
singing was made punishable offence by way of an Enactment of the
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. To be fair, perhaps, the pe-
titioner was only taking a leaf from the Constituent Assembly debate on 24
January 1950 which resolved that Vande Mataram would enjoy “equal status”
with Jana Gana Mana. Given it ignited patriotism, galvanised Indians to gang
up against the British, threw out the firangis and won India its freedom. But
many assert that the national song is just another prop to celebrate the nation
State and undue importance mustn’t be given to it. Others aver that singing
Vande Mataram must neither be made a test case of patriotism nor should
people be obstinate about not singing it. Though it is compulsorily played at
the end of every Parliament session. Remember, the UPA Government had got
into an unseemly controversy when the Education Ministry issued an innocu-
ous order to all State Governments in August 2006, making singing of Vande
Mataram compulsory in all schools on 7 September to mark completion of its
centenary celebrations as national song. Little realizing, that it would have
Muslims up in arms and lead to a cacophony of discordant political notes. UP’s
Muslim clerics opposed it by asserting singing it was anti-Islamic and amount-
ed to worshipping the motherland. This went against the concept of tawheed
(oneness of God), according to which a Muslim cannot supplicate to anyone
except Allah. Expectedly, the Government retracted the order, making the
song’s recitation voluntary. Again in 2009 the Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind (JUH) out of
the blue issued a fatwa against singing Vande Mataram. In a resolution at UP’s
Deoband clerics reiterated their 2006 position. Adding, patriotism didn’t re-
quire singing it in schools. Pertinently, set in 19th Century India, Vande
Mataram was written in 1875 and published for the first time in Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee’s novel, Anandamatha in 1882. The story starts with a
group of sadhus who call themselves santan, the children of Bharat Mata
whose leader Satyanand is imprisoned by the Nawab. The sadhus vow to set
their guru free, shout that they would throw the Muslims into the river and set
their houses on fire. They not only succeed in freeing their guru but welcome
British rule in India. Succinctly, atrocities against Muslims, is a recurrent
theme in the novel. When Bengal was ravaged by 1770 famine, then under de
facto rule of East India Company, it forced farmers to cultivate neel (cloth
whitener) instead of food grains as it was a big export earner. But its cultiva-
tion made fields uncultivable for the next crop, triggering an anti-gora peasant
revolt. From fields to streets, Vande Mataram soon became the popular battle
cry for freedom from British Raj. Large rallies were held shouting it across the
country, many were jailed and the song was banned. But it failed to stop the
patriotic fervour. Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore sang it in 1896 at the
Calcutta Congress Session and Lala Lajpat Rai started a journal called Vande
Mataram from Lahore. The Congress formally adopted it as national song at
its Varanasi Session on 7 September 1905. Thereafter, it became the opening
note for all Congress meetings and sessions. Subhash Chandra Bose made it
the Indian National Army’s principal song and his Singapore-based radio sta-
tion regularly broadcast it. In October 1937, some Muslim leaders objected to
Vande Mataram on grounds that it contained verses that were in direct con-
flict with Islam. True, the first two stanzas of the hymn eulogise Mother India
and its beautiful natural bounties with “hurrying streams, gleaming or-
chards…..” But the fourth stanza addressed Mother India as, “Thou art Durga,
Lady and Queen, with her hands that strike and her swords of sheen, Thou art
Lakshmi lotus-throned….” which was against Islamic tenets.  True, two songs
cannot make or mar the future of a nation or its people, even as we respect
Vande Mataram as our national song and symbol of national pride, on par with
Jana Gana Mana. High time this frivolous and needless controversy is put to
rest once and for all. There are more pressing issues which need our leaders
and judiciary’s attention.

G lobal health organi-
sations are missing

many of the voices affected by
their decisions. The COVID-19
pandemic has been a chaotic
dress rehearsal for more seri-
ous health crises in the fu-
ture. And the blunders of the
past few years revealed what
is missing from the politics of
intertwining domestic and
foreign policy with global
health. The failure to ensure
universal access to vaccines
especially in low- and middle-
income countries highlights
some nations' selfishness. The
existential threat of climate
change presents new health
problems that will require
more international collabora-
tion and consensus. There is a
way to do this. And it involves
bringing in the views of those
not currently dominating
global health discussions.

The climate emergency is a
global health issue that has
dramatic consequences for
the health of the world's popu-
lation from rising dengue
fever and heat-related illness,
to worsening undernutrition
and climate anxiety', especial-
ly among young people. It af-
fects every health arena and
every agenda item of the an-
nual World Health Assembly.
But because climate is seen as
a tomorrow' problem and is
also not seen as being linked
to healthcare, it barely fea-
tures in World Health
Organisation negotiations,
government relations or
boardroom discussions. But
the health sector needs to be
ready to respond to the health

impacts of climate change
and be able to develop a strat-
egy on how to influence other
sectors (for example energy
and agriculture) that primari-
ly drive climate change
through their emissions.
Therefore the climate crisis
must be a top issue for health
diplomacy, integrated into all
aspects of global health delib-
erations.

Protecting the planet im-
proves human health in re-
turn. Future health diploma-
cy should begin caring not
only about the health of peo-
ple but also the planet.
Keeping the focus on people
and forgetting about the plan-
et will lead to the continuation
of rapid and damaging global
environmental change that
will in turn affect the health of
people. This concept of plane-
tary health has only recently
become popular among the
scientific community but its
message that the health of
people and the planet are inex-
tricably intertwined is some-
thing many indigenous com-
munities across the world
have been embracing for cen-
turies. Ignoring health in cli-
mate discussions means
health impacts are not consid-
ered in decisions on mitiga-
tion, adaptation or financing.
Climate change, after all, is an
issue of human survival.
Framing climate change as a
public health emergency will
help create a greater sense of
urgency on climate action.

The Paris Agreement,
which the WHO once de-
scribed as a public health
treaty', only mentioned health
once in the preamble. Last
year's COP26 in Glasgow,
which was postponed 12
months because of COVID-19,
featured a health pavilion
while more than 50 countries
made a commitment to build
climate-resilient and low-car-
bon national health systems.
It is perhaps a sign that health
will be more than a footnote
or a side event at future COP
meetings. Health diplomacy

could also be fairer. At the mo-
ment, the voices, needs and in-
terests of the powerless and
poor (people and countries
alike) aren't given as much
consideration in global health
decisions (for example in rela-
tion to vaccines); global health
policy continues to favour the
rich and powerful.
Discussions are growing
around the idea of decolonis-
ing global health'. This recog-
nises that the global health
sector evolved from colonial
roots and continues to reflect
that power imbalance in edu-
cation and research, gover-
nance and financing, diploma-
cy and policy making. Health
leadership is entrenched in
the Global North it's very
white and very male.

The annual Global Health
50/50 reports have document-
ed the uneven distribution of
power and opportunities for
global health leadership.
Academia is the same there
are still global health journals
whose Global North-dominat-
ed editorial boards remain far
from truly global while jour-
nal articles about health is-
sues in Africa some still con-
ducted through parachute, sa-
fari, or parasitic research'
continue to be published de-
spite the absence of African
scientists as lead authors.
Aside from vaccine
apartheid', global health pro-
fessionals from the Global
South have also been endur-
ing 'visa apartheid' marred by
long waits, humiliating inter-
views, and visa denials, which
further limit their participa-
tion in global health confer-
ences. Even in the era of
Zoom, when discussing health
issues affecting poor black
women in Africa, manels' (all-
male panels), whanels' (all-
white panels) and "HICanels"
(high-income country panels)
continue to dominate.

The voices, perspectives,
needs and lived experiences
of non-male, non-white and
non-HIC need to be taken into
account in discussions and

decisions. Health diplomacy
could involve young people
and even incorporate the per-
spectives of generations not
yet born. A youthful contribu-
tion to discussions is being
missed, while neglecting the
perspectives of future genera-
tions leads to policies that are
short-term, destroy the planet
and steal their ability to live
and thrive in the future.
Decision-makers are becom-
ing increasingly receptive to
youth participation in health
diplomacy. This year, the
WHO launched its first youth
council, consisting of repre-
sentatives from major inter-
national youth and student
networks. Youth organisa-
tions such as the annual
Youth Pre-World Health
Assembly of the
International Federation of
Medical Students'
Associations, which com-
memorates its 10th year in
2023, have been proactive in
advocating to WHO and other
global health agencies.

The highly influential
Lancet Commissions are also
beginning to include young
people. A decade ago, the first
Lancet Youth Commission fo-
cused on global governance
for health. One of the propos-
als then was for the UN mem-
bers to appoint an ombudsper-
son for future generations.
Next year, the first Global
Model WHO will be held and
it is possible health diploma-
cy may eventually move be-
yond youth simulations and
instead engage true young
diplomats in actual negotia-
tions. Caring for the Earth,
dismantling inequitable
power structures and mean-
ingfully engaging young peo-
ple should be the new tenets
of post-pandemic health
diplomacy. A greener, fairer
and younger future requires
demolishing colonial mind-
sets towards the planet, mar-
ginalised groups and youth
and replacing them with hu-
mility, commitment to inclu-
sivity and reverence for all.

F ine pollution parti-
cles (PM2.5) may be

responsible for 1.5 million
additional premature deaths
around the globe each year,
according to a study which
found that low levels of air
pollution are dangerous
than previously thought.
The World Health
Organization's most recent
estimates are that over 4.2
million people die prema-
turely each year due to long-
term exposure to fine partic-
ulate outdoor air pollution
referred to as PM2.5. The lat-
est study, published in the
journal Science Advances,

suggests that the annual
global death toll from out-
door PM2.5 may be signifi-
cantly higher than previous-
ly thought.

That is because the re-
searchers found that mortali-
ty risk was increased even at
very low levels of outdoor
PM2.5, which had not previ-
ously been recognised as
being potentially deadly.
These microscopic toxins
cause a range of cardiovas-
cular and respiratory dis-
eases and cancers. "We found
that outdoor PM2.5 may be
responsible for as many as
1.5 million additional deaths

around the globe each year
because of effects at very-low
concentrations that were not
previously appreciated," said
Scott Weichenthal, Associate
Professor at McGill
University in Canada and
the lead author on the paper.

The researchers combined
health and mortality data for
seven million Canadians
gathered over a twenty-five-
year period with informa-
tion about the levels of out-
door PM2.5 concentrations
across the country. Canada is
a country with low levels of
outdoor PM2.5, making it the
perfect place to study health

impacts at low concentra-
tions. Knowledge gained in
Canada was then used to up-
date the lower end of the
scale that is used to describe
how mortality risk changes
with outdoor PM2.5 levels.

The study found an im-
proved understanding of
how air pollution impacts
health on a global scale. The
WHO recently set out ambi-
tious new guidelines for an-
nual average outdoor fine
particulate air pollution, cut-
ting its earlier recommenda-
tions in half, from concentra-
tions of 10 to 5 micro-
grammes (ug) per cubic

metre. "One take away is that
the global health benefits of
meeting the new WHO
guideline are likely much
larger than previously as-
sumed," said Weichenthal.

"The next steps are to stop
focussing only on particle
mass and start looking more
closely at particle composi-
tion because some particles
are likely more harmful
than others," he added. A
better understanding may
allow us to be much more ef-
ficient in designing regulato-
ry interventions to improve
population health, the re-
searchers added.

Air pollution behind additional 1.5 million 
premature deaths annually
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

14 th November is observed as World Diabetes Day every year that was
first created in 1991 by the International Diabetes Foundation and

the World Health Organization. Understanding diabetes is the first step to-
wards managing and preventing it. Diabetes has now become a major public
health concern especially in India because of several reasons. Today, over 300
million people live with diabetes. A similar number is at high risk. Diabetes is a
major health issue in our country. One of the important barriers in handling this
issue is the change in behaviour of the people and awareness on the impor-
tance of lifestyle modification. Diabetes makes people prone to heart disease,
kidney failure and infectious diseases like tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV/AIDS,
among others, leading to premature death. Sugar is the new tobacco, experts,
medical studies and health organizations have declared. The belief is that dia-
betes is an urban and rich man’s disease but we now know that the annual in-
crease in the numbers of those with diabetes is much higher in the rural areas,
poor individuals and those less educated. Diabetes isn't deadly, it just needs
regular monitoring and medication and disciplined living. It is a major cause of
blindness, kidney failure, heart attack, stroke and lower limb amputation.
Healthy diet, physical activity and avoiding tobacco use can prevent or delay
type 2 diabetes. In addition diabetes can be treated and its consequences
avoided or delayed with medication, regular screening and treatment for com-
plications. Regular exercise and healthy eating are the only ways to control
blood sugar levels and stay fit. Diabetes is not a disease but a metabolic disor-
der. Acceptance of the problem is the first step to dealing with it. We need to
take to heart the statement that "strengthening primary care is imperative".
This is true of not only diabetes, but for all widely prevalent and enduring ail-
ments. Many patients think that mere changes in food habits and taking alter-
native therapy can control diabetes but that's impossible. Lifestyle correction
is a must, but one cannot stop insulin intake. Not taking insulin leads to forma-
tion of ulcers, infections and high sugar levels. Excessive urine, thirst and
hunger, unexplained weight loss and fatigue are some of the common symp-
toms. All of these occur due to insulin deficiency. 100 years after the discovery
of insulin, millions of people with diabetes around the world cannot access the
care they need. People with diabetes require ongoing care and support to man-
age their condition and avoid complications. According to the Diabetes
Foundation of India, about 50.9 million people in India suffer from diabetes, and
this figure is likely to go up to 80 million by 2025, making it the ‘Diabetes
Capital’ of the world.  Unhealthy diet is one major cause of the disorder. People
focus on reducing the quantity of food but are unaware of the caloric value of
food items they consume. The medical fraternity needs to gear up to the chal-
lenge of preventing, diagnosing and treating diabetes in society and people.
Several institutes have initiated in-service programmes to enhance the knowl-
edge, skills and core competencies of primary care physicians to deliver stan-
dardised care. We need to work collaboratively with governments, civil society,
private sectors, schools, workplaces, media and other local partners. We all
have a role to play to ensure healthier environment for a healthy living. Walking
is perhaps the simplest and the most effective way to maintain one’s health,
and for diabetics to manage the chronic disease as it doesn’t require any train-
ing or special equipment, which means it can be done without a break. Living
with diabetes may not be easy but it isn’t impossible either. A few lifestyle and
dietary changes is all it takes to keep the disease in control.

Diabetes education 
and prevention

Making global health greener, fairer, and younger

Vande Mataram Parity
What’s in a song?

RENZO R GUINTO
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Payworld
New Delhi: Fintech
firm Payworld ex-
pects to double the
gross transaction
value on its platform
to Rs 22,000 crore in a
year on account of
foray into new seg-
ments like data-based
credit services, a sen-
ior company official
said. The company
claims to have gross
transaction value
(GTV) of around Rs
11,000 crore at pres-
ent. "Our annualized
GTV run rate is
around Rs 11,000
crore. We expect to
double this in the next
12 months to around
Rs 22,000 crore,"
Payworld CEO Amit
Tyagi told PTI.

EID Parry
Chennai: EID Parry
(India) Ltd, a part of
the Murugappa
Group, has reported
a standalone profit
after tax (PAT) of Rs
85.13 crore for the
July-September
quarter, the company
said on Sunday. The
company made Rs
73.19 crore last year.
The standalone PAT
for the six-month pe-
riod ending
September 30, 2022
grew to Rs 98.27 crore
from Rs 40.09 crore
last financial year.
The Chennai-head-
quartered company
is focused on various
segments with sugar-
manufacturing ac-
counting for most of
the business followed
by distillery and
nutra-ceuticals.

IREDA 
New Delhi: The
Indian Renewable
Energy Development
Agency (IREDA) on
Saturday posted 67 per
cent jump in net profit
at Rs 184.30 crore for
September quarter
2022-23, mainly due to
higher revenues. In
the year-ago period,
the profit after tax was
Rs 110.27 crore, ac-
cording to a statement
from Ministry of New
& Renewable Energy.
Gross income rose to
Rs 791.56 crore from
Rs 682.94 crore.

Manappuram
Finance 

New Delhi:

Manappuram Finance
on Saturday reported
a 10.7 per cent rise in
consolidated net profit
at Rs 409.48 crore for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The non-banking fi-
nance company,
which is mainly into
gold loans, had posted
a net profit of Rs
369.88 crore in the
year-ago quarter.
Sequentially, profit
grew by 45 per cent
from the June 2022
quarter. The compa-
ny's consolidated as-
sets under manage-
ment (AUM) grew by
7.89 per cent to Rs
30,664.96 crore from Rs
28,421.63 crore a year
ago, Manappuram
Finance said in a re-
lease.

Aurobindo Pharma
New Delhi:

Aurobindo Pharma on
Saturday reported a 41
per cent decline in its
consolidated net profit
at Rs 409 crore for the
second quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The Hyderabad-based
drug firm had posted
a net profit of Rs 697
crore in the July-
September period of
last fiscal. Revenue
from operations also
declined to Rs 5,739
crore in the
September quarter as
against Rs 5,942 crore
in the year-ago period.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

On the outskirts of the
national capital, a group of
people patiently separate
piles of cigarette butts
into paper, brown fibre
and tobacco powder. And
over a period of time, each
separated item is churned
into products ranging
from soft toys to diaries.

Focused on sustainabili-
ty, startup Code Effort is
recycling cigarette butts
into different products for
more than four years now
and is even exploring the
possibility of making air
purifiers with recycled
butts.

"We pay Rs 200 to 400 per
kilogram of cigarette
butts that we procure from
various entities. We have
more than 200 collection
centres in different parts
of the country," the start-
up's founder and Director

Naman Gupta told PTI.
The cigarette butts,

which end up as litter, are
collected by Code Effort
through various means,
including with the help of
more than 2,000 ragpick-
ers from different parts of
the country.

The laborious process of
recycling cigarette butts is
not only helping in boost-
ing sustainability efforts
but is also providing addi-
tional income for women
in the nearby areas in
these times of price rise.

Sitting at his facility in
Noida, which is in the na-
tional capital region,
Gupta said that since in-
ception, Code Effort has
recycled more than 1.2 bil-
lion cigarette butts and
plans are afoot to expand
its procurement and recy-
cling capacity from 30 to
300 tonnes per month by
2025.

"We employ and provide
a livelihood to 100 plus
women and local artisans
at our factory in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh," Gupta

said.
Poonam, one of the

ladies who are into mak-
ing products from recy-
cled cigarette butts for

Code Effort, said the work
provides her with addi-
tional income, especially
in these times of high in-
flation.

There is also the flexibil-
ity of managing house-
hold chores and looking
after children as work is
done from home, she
added.

Coming to the elaborate
recycling process, the ciga-
rette butts are first sepa-
rated into fibre, paper and
tobacco powder. The fibre
or cigarette filters made of
cellulose acetate are
soaked in water and are
then grinded. Later, they
are treated with
biodegradable chemicals
and kept in a solution for
24 to 36 hours. The result-
ant white cotton material
is dried for around an
hour and processed to
make them softer. This
material is mainly used
for making soft toys.

The paper separated
from the cigarette butts is
treated with chemicals
such as an organic binder,

essential oils, and fra-
grance for recycling while
the remaining tobacco
powder is collected in a
rectangular tank and is
left to decay for about a
month. The resultant com-
post is supplied as manure
in the nearby villages.

In Gupta's words, "It is
basically a complete end-
to-end recycling and an ex-
ample of a circular econo-
my".

Code Effort claims to re-
cycle about 1,000 kilo-
grams or equivalent to 3.5
million cigarette butts
daily. Currently, it is sell-
ing the products through
its website and by way of
white labelling for various
companies.

"The products include
paper sheets, paper bags,
soft toys, key chains, di-
aries, and mosquito repel-
lent made from compost,"
he said.

From recycled cigarette butts, Code Effort now plans to make air purifiers

A worker processes cotton retrieved from recycled cigarette butts in Noida.

Mumbai, Nov 13 (PTI):

The ongoing energy cri-
sis in Europe is expected to
benefit Reliance Industries
and Nayara Energy as
these are among the Asian
refiners that produce win-
ter-specification diesel for
the European Union, ac-
cording to a report.

State-owned oil compa-
nies are not into exports
and that gives an advan-
tage to Reliance -- the
largest importer of
Russian crude and also the
largest exporter of diesel
from the country -- and
Russia's Rosneft-owned
Nayara.

The energy crisis will
only get further aggravat-
ed going forward as from
next month Opec's 2-mil-
lion barrel per day produc-
tion cut comes into force,
and from February 5 the
ban on Russian imports of
refined products comes
into force, say oil analysts

at LSG group's market data
provider Refinitiv.

According to them, since
the war began in Ukraine,
Reliance and Nayara have
imported almost 10 times
more Russian crude from
the pre-invasion levels, at
2.82 million tonnes per
month during March-
September.

Already, Indian exports
to Europe have been north-
ward after Russia invaded
Ukraine late February.

Indian refiners have
taken advantage of the
strong diesel margins after
the invasion and raised
their exports to Europe, av-
eraging at 7,30,000 tonnes
per month, or 21 per cent of
their total exports of 2.64
million tonnes/month,
that peaked at 1.1 million
tonnes in March against
the pre-invasion period av-
erage of 5,70,000 tonnes per
month, the analysts said.

Domestic refiners have

been averaging at 99.86 per
cent of their 5.14 million
barrel per day (bpd) capac-
ity since the war as
against the pre-war aver-
age of 94.26 per cent. Their
gasoline output averaged
at 9.75 million
tonnes/month for the
March-August period and
hit a high of 10.57 million
tonnes in March, well
above the pre-invasion av-
erage of 8.95 million
tonnes a month.

Reliance's 5.68 million
tonnes per month
Jamnagar refinery has
been running at 93.8 per
cent capacity post-inva-
sion, above the pre-inva-
sion average of 92.3 per
cent, but still below the
pre-Covid average of 110
per cent. This signals that
there is an upside to
Reliance's diesel produc-
tion. The Rosneft-owned
Nayara has a 1.67-million
tonnes per month refinery
at nearby Hazira.

Reliance, Nayara to gain
from European energy crisis New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance Jio is
India's strongest telecom
brand in India, ahead of
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea Ltd, according to
brand intelligence and data
insights company TRA.

TRA, formerly Trust
Research Advisory, in its
'India's Most Desired
Brands 2022' ranked compa-
nies according to their
brand strength.

Reliance Jio topped the
telecom category, followed
by Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
Idea Ltd and BSNL.

In the apparel category,
Adidas was the top brand
followed by Nike, Raymond,
Allen Solly and Peter
England.

BMW topped the automo-
bile list, followed by Toyota,
Hyundai and Honda, while
LIC was ranked 1 on the
banking and financial serv-
ices index that had State
Bank of India at number 2
and ICICI Bank at 3rd.

Kent topped the con-
sumer appliances ranking,

followed by Livpure and
Okaya. In consumer elec-
tronics, LG, Sony and
Samsung were the top three
brands.

ITC topped the diversi-
fied conglomerate list, fol-
lowed by Tata and Reliance.

Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
topped the energy list, fol-
lowed by Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) and
Adani. In the food and bev-
erages category, Amul was
the top brand, followed by
Nescafe while Fogg was the
top FMCG brand, followed
by Lakme, Nivea and
Colgate. Philips topped the
fast-moving electrical goods
list, Mi on the gadgetry list,
Himalaya in healthcare,
ITC Hotels in hospitality,
ACC in manufacturing,
KFC in retail and Dell in
technology.

Jio strongest telecom
brand in India: TRA

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Edtech major BYJU's ex-
pects to register a three-
fold growth in revenue and
losses to be halved in fi-
nancial year 2022, accord-
ing to a top company offi-
cial.

BYJU's Founder and
CEO Byju Raveendran, at
a startup event on Friday,
also defended roping in
football star Lionel Messi
as its global ambassador
amid job cuts at the com-
pany, saying the decision
was taken six months ago.

"Addressing a gathering
of entrepreneurs and in-
vestors at Tech Sparks
2022, Raveendran said that
the company with over 150
million learners, is well on
its path to profitability as

it expects revenue growth
of 3 times and losses to be
more than halved in
FY'22," as per an excerpt of
the event shared by
BYJU's with PTI.

BYJU's had booked a
loss of Rs 4,588 crore and
revenue of Rs 2,428 crore
for the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2021.

BYJU's co-founder
Divya Gokulnath had an-
nounced laying off around
2,500 people from the com-
pany as it chalks out a

path to profitability by
March 2023 and hires
10,000 more teachers in the
coming year, adding to its
current strength of 20,000
teachers.

Raveendran said India
deserves more than 75,000
startups and he sees poten-
tial for a million entrepre-
neurs in the country.

He further espoused
that if each of these mil-
lion startups employs only
100 people, there will be
100 million new jobs in
India. "When pressed on
the current environment
around the company, Byju
alluded that 261 of the
company's 300 founding
employees are still with
the company and are com-
mitted to the mission of
BYJU'S.

BYJU's expects 3-fold revenue
growth in FY'22

Bandhan Bank
offers 8%

interest on FD
Mumbai, Nov 13: 

Bandhan Bank, one of
the leading universal
banks has launched a
special limited-period
offer of higher interest
rates on fixed deposits.
These rates are applica-
ble for retail deposits of
up to Rs 2 crores and are
effective from November
7, 2022. This will be appli-
cable to fresh deposits as
well as renewals of ma-
turing deposits. With this
new offer, Bank is offer-
ing one of the highest in-
terest rates on Fixed
Deposits across the
Banking sector

With this increase, cus-
tomers will get an interest
rate of as high as 7.5% on
deposits for a tenure of 600
days. Senior Citizens can
reap the benefit of 0.50%
or 50 bps more, which will
take their returns to as
high as 8% for a 600-day
tenure FD. The Bank of-
fers 0.75% or 75 bps higher
interest rates to senior citi-
zens for FDs of tenure less
than 1 year.

Bangalore, Nov 13: 

India’s fastest growing JobTech
institute, Masai School, has
announced their latest
fundraise, where the company
has raised $10 million in a
Series B round led by Omidyar
Network India along with exist-
ing investors including India
Quotient and Unitus Ventures,
with the addition of Alteria
Capital. The round also saw
participation from 2 of Indian
sports stalwarts, the face of
women’s cricket, Mithali Raj
and the legendary footballer
Bhaichung Bhutia, as investors
and partners for an undisclosed
amount. The latest fund infu-
sion will enable the company,
currently India’s leading Pay-
After-Placement institute, to
launch 2 new course categories
while also enabling the expan-
sion of their flagship “zero-to-
one” skilling course in Software
Development and Data
Analytics. Speaking of the

fundraise, Prateek Shukla, CEO
and Co-founder, commented,
“This is an opportune time for
us to pick up our series B fund-
ing, and we are excited to work
with our new partners and our
current investors alike. Our mis-
sion remains to build the coun-
try’s largest employable tech
workforce. The last 3 years have
been proof of our competency
in bridging the tech skill gap for
over 800 tech companies who
have hired more than 2000
alumni. These programs, along
with Masai’s existing offering,
Masai 0NE, will be supported by
2 scholarships that are being
enabled by Bhaichung Bhutia
and Mithali Raj, who joined
forces with Masai because of
their shared interest in reimag-
ining higher education in India
Speaking at the press event,
Mithali Raj said, “The common
thought in India is that when a
woman chooses her sporting
career, her personal life takes a
backseat. 

Masai enters upskilling market 

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

State-owned Punjab &
Sind Bank would take a
call on raising equity capi-
tal through qualified insti-
tutional placement (QIP)
after taking into account
third quarter numbers
and pace of loan growth,
the bank's managing di-
rector Swarup Kumar
Saha said.

As far as capital adequa-
cy is concerned, the bank
is well-capitalised at 15.68
per cent and it can easily
take care of business
growth this year, he told
PTI in an interaction.

However, he said, "There
is a need to build some
buffer on the equity side.
So, we would plan a small

amount of capital mobili-
sation either through equi-
ty or bonds, say Rs 250
crore or Rs 300 crore.

"We will watch our third
quarter performance and
momentum of credit de-
mand and based on that
make a decision with re-
gard to QIP or other
means."

Punjab & Sind Bank to take
call on Rs 300 crore QIP in
fourth quarter: MD Saha

Swarup Kumar Saha

ANNUAL REPORT 2022

HCL Tech Chief Marketing Officer Jill Kouri (left) with HCL Foundation Vice President
and Director Nidhi Pundhir unveils the Annual Report 2022 of HCL Foundation.

Chennai, Nov 13 (PTI):

Hinduja Group flagship Ashok
Leyland is in advanced stage
of discussions with investors
for its electric vehicle business
and the delay was largely to
ensure that the company has
the 'right partner' to support
its growth plans. The city-
headquartered company of the
Hinduja Group is planning to
raise around USD 200-250 mil-
lion to support its electric
vehicles (EV) arm -- Switch
Mobility. Explaining the rea-
sons for the delay in finding
the right partner, Ashok
Leyland executive chairman
Dheeraj Hinduja said there has
been a slowdown globally on
EVs as a lot of people raised

money and were not able to
deliver. "We (Switch Mobility)
are in a very different position
because we have a number of
products operating in India,
the United Kingdom. The main
reason why we have been
delayed in fundraise is
because we really want to
make sure that we get the
right partner who supports the
business plan and we get the
correct valuation as well," he
told PTI in an brief interaction.

Delay in expansion plans as
we want right partner for

EV business: Ashok Leyland

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

No-frills carrier
SpiceJet on Saturday start-
ed non-stop flight between
Pune and Bangkok. The
airline also operates
flights to Bangkok from
Delhi and Kolkata. It has
also added another flight
on the Delhi-Bangkok
route from November 11. It
operates two daily non-
stop flights from Kolkata
to Bangkok, according to a
release. Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya

Scindia inaugurated the
Pune-Bangkok flight virtu-
ally. "The launch of this
new flight is a significant
step in strengthening
Pune's international con-
nectivity and we will soon
have a new flight connect-
ing Pune with Singapore
as well.

"We have been working
relentlessly towards mak-
ing Pune a world class air-
port a new terminal build-
ing is under construction
and should be ready by
next year, a new interna-
tional cargo terminal is
being built, an integrated
cargo terminal is also
being built and a multi-
level parking is ready and
is being tested," Scindia
said.

SpiceJet launches flight
between Pune, Bangkok

Happu Singh visits Kashi Nagri during Dev Deepawali 

T
he immensely popu-
lar Jodi from &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan, Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi),
and his "Dabangg
Dulhania" Rajesh
(Kamna Pathak) visited
Kashi Nagri to enjoy the
local festive fervour of
Dev Deepawali, explore
several ghats, enjoy boat
rides at the banks of the
Ganga River, gorge on
finger-licking street
food, and shop at the
city’s famous stores. We
caught up with Yogesh
Tripathi, from Uttar
Pradesh, and spoke to him

about his recent visit, his
experience exploring the

city and meeting his fans
and audience.

Excerpts of interview:
How was your experience

visiting Varanasi during Dev
Deepawali?

Dev Deepawali is undoubted-
ly one of the grandest festivals in

India, attended by millions across
the country. And I believe that
everyone from here has witnessed
this event at some point in their
lives. It is my second visit. I was a
teenager when I first saw the cele-
brations, and it was one of my life's

most memorable and magnificent
experiences! I had previously wit-
nessed the Dev Deepawali celebra-
tions at Assi Ghat, and I have to say
that it was all worthwhile. Every
step of the staircases at Varanasi
ghats was glittering with thou-
sands of diyas. The sparkling re-
flection of Diyas lit across the bank
of Ganga created a spectacular and
spellbinding view. The sky works
were breathtakingly beautiful and
a must-see! The entire city appears
picturesque and full of positive
vibes that day, as if you are in a dif-
ferent world.

What was the reason for your
visit to Varanasi at this time?

Our show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
enjoys a loyal fanbase in Uttar
Pradesh, which is why we decided
to visit Varanasi, the city of Ghats,
to meet and interact with our audi-
ence here. Varanasi is one of the
oldest cities in India and home to
world-famous temples, which at-
tract millions of devotees. We had a
great time interacting with our au-
dience during our visit. And what
better time than Dev Deepawali, as
one can witness unique and mes-
merising celebrations! Wherever
we travel, our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues and my catch-
phrases, "Arre Dada!" which makes
me very happy. I feel grateful to the
audience for always appreciating
our work, and we wish to continue
amusing all our viewers with many
more hilarious tracks.

Tell us more about your show
and your character.

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan is a
"Gharelu Comedy" that narrates
the escapades of Daroga Happu
Singh, his "Dabangg Dulhaniya"
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), an obsti-
nate mother, Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), and his nine
notorious children. He is a corrupt
policeman and keeps demanding a
bribe in the name of ‘nyochhavar’
but loves his family very much. My

character, Daroga Happu Singh,
with the oil-slicked hair that per-
fectly twirls on his forehead and
his goofy paan-stained grin that
highlights his typical moustache
and his funny potbelly, has made
viewers laugh like no other. My
character is immensely popular
with the audience, and wherever I
go, people call out to me as ‘Daroga
Happu Singh’ than Yogesh. They
even try to replicate my expression
fondly and the popular catchphrase
Arre Dada! Seeing their love and af-
fection towards my character
makes me happy and proud.

What do you look forward to
most when travelling to a new
place?

I would say food, and this trip
was no different. Ever since I land-
ed in the city, I made sure to feast
on the local cuisine and trust me,
even while talking with you, I can
feel the taste in my mouth. We
gorged ourselves on the city's delec-
table treats, such as Tamatar chaat,
Litti Chokha, Kulhad Ki Chai, and,
most importantly, a variety of
sweets such as Rajbhog, Kheer
Kadam, and jalebis. I grew up eat-
ing these delicacies because I am
from the same state and have visit-
ed the city many times, but my love
for them grows with each bite, and
I thoroughly enjoy them every time
(laughs).

Sadaa’s advice:
Choose solitude over
forced connections

A
ctress Sadaa, who was among the top ac-
tresses of the Tamil and Telugu film indus-
tries a while ago, has said that it is better to

remain alone than trying to be close to those that
don't like you. Taking to Instagram, the actress
penned a lengthy post on the topic.

She wrote: "Why is it that most of us are scared
of losing people from our lives, even if that
means being stuck in friendships/relation-
ships that are either dead or toxic or are
retained only for benefits?" "What we fail
to understand (is that) people are noth-
ing but energies and if you don't get good
vibes even if it's from someone who was
once very close to you, then it's in the best
interest of your own energy to cut the
chord with them and move on." "When you
know you have given it your all, but it still
don't feel good or right within, then it's time to
listen to your gut and choose yourself over a re-
lationship that's sucking you out of your energy.
After all, you only have yourself till the end of
your life. People come and go!" "Don't clutter
your life with people, trying to be close to
those that don't like you or the ones you
don't like. By being people's pleaser and
pretending to be nice to someone whom
you actually can't stand or someone
who doesn't mean well for you, you
are only harming yourself."

ACROSS

1. Stately trees

5. Camera glass

9. Appraises

14. Racetrack fence

15. Butter substitute

16. Put forth

17. Maryland's capital

19. Hair coloring

20. Fishing nets

21. Come in last

23. Polite address

24. Sycamore or oak

26. Profession

28. Paddle's kin

31. Aggravate

34. Push down

36. Bard of ____

37. Church benches

41. Molars

42. Brother's sib

43. Reef material

44. Rice wine

45. Average grades

46. Make amends

47. Restore confidence

50. Stitch

51. Contaminates

54. Former

56. Lump

57. Cut wood

60. Dried grape

64. ____ setter

66. Conclude

68. Loop of rope

69. Bargain

70. Caribous' kin

71. Door sign

72. Peppy

73. "Friends" character

DOWN

1. Historic times

2. Rural road

3. Skirt length

4. Slope

5. Not as tight

6. Building section

7. Rocker ____ Young

8. Middling (hyph.)

9. Microwave again

10. Cutting tool

11. High-strung

12. Tennessee ____ Ford

13. Beatle Ringo ____

18. Expire

22. Skim over

25. Rubs out

27. Plant again

28. Selects
29. Zone
30. Smell
32. Climbing plants
33. 50-50 chance (hyph.)
35. Howard ____ of radio
38. God of love
39. Subside
40. Large amount
43. Roman general
45. Ready money
48. Engraver
49. Hardly ever
51. Strong string
52. Baseball great Hank ____
53. Dolt
55. Oven gadget
58. Chances
59. Chick's sound
61. Grain tower
62. Pen fluids
63. Loch ____ monster
65. NNW's opposite
67. Asphalt
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A
ctress Sobhita
Dhulipala, who made
a mark with the

streaming show 'Made in
Heaven', seems to be teasing
her fans with a spoiler from
the show's upcoming second
season. The actress recently
graced an award ceremony
in Mumbai for which she
wore a Goth, look sporting a
velvet gown, a veil, gloves
and a cap. Taking to the story
section of her Instagram, the
actress also posted an image
with 'Made in Heaven' co-star
Jim Sarbh. In the image,
Sobhita has her hand on
Sarbh's neck and it's left
everyone speculating on
whether the actress. She
wrote on the picture: "Mih
(Made in Heaven) szn (sea-
son) 2 spoiler lol iykyk (if
you know, you know)." The
picture seems to point to the
friction between Sobhita's
character Tara and Jim's
Adil Khanna in the series
this season. After a success-
ful first season, 'Made in
Heaven 2' set against the
backdrop of lavish Indian
weddings, reportedly char-
ters into international wa-
ters this season. The actress
has been a part of successful
projects like 'Major' and
'Ponniyin Selvan'. She will be
next seen in 'Made in Heaven'
season 2 and in 'Night
Manager' with Aditya Roy
Kapur and Anil Kapoor.

Sobhita
Dhulipala

drops major
spoiler from

‘Made in
Heaven’ 

season 2

A
asif Sheikh, who
plays Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra in

&TV's cult comedy show
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, has
played numerous charac-
ters, and has a career
spanning three decades;
he ruled the 80s, 90s, and
20s in terms of comedy
shows and films. Aasif
Sheikh has always nailed
his performances and
made the audience believe
in him because of his
sheer talent, conviction,
and experience. Aasif
Sheikh, who will soon be
celebrating his 58th birth-
day, talks about the cele-
bration plans, his journey
in the industry and up-
coming projects.

Excerpts of interview:
How are you celebrat-

ing your birthday this
year?

Birthdays have always

been special to me be-
cause they remind me of
all the amazing years I
spent with incredible peo-
ple. This year's birthday
will be a working birthday
for me as I will be shooting
for a film. However, I in-
tend to take my family out
for dinner the next day. If
my shooting schedule al-
lows, I would also like to
do a live Instagram ses-
sion for my devoted fans,
who have always been
there for me every step of

the way. So, any celebra-
tion for me would be in-
complete without their
presence.

Any special gifts you
have received so far?

My family and my show
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai are
two of the most precious
gifts I have ever received,
and I don't think anything
could be more special.

When did you begin
your career as an actor?
Did you anticipate such
a successful journey?

I never considered be-
coming an actor. I was a
sportsman who competed
at the state and national
levels. Due to board
exams, I could not attend
selections, and my father
did not see a future in
sports, so my sporting ca-
reer ended. I got into hotel
management after finish-
ing intermediate, but it

wasn't exciting enough. I
had a few friends who
were doing theatre at the
time at the Sri Ram
Centre. That's how I be-
came interested in drama.
I worked as a theatre assis-
tant in plays and played
extremely small roles, all
to get my acting career in
shape. I was only 18 when I
began working on my first
show. There was no
money to buy food or a
place to stay. Now when I
look back, I feel the strug-
gle was well worth it.

Do you consider your
role as Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra a watershed mo-
ment in your career?

The team wanted a
younger actor to play
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
in Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai.
They looked at actors aged
between 35–40, so I didn’t
fit into their scheme.

Aasif Sheikh’s low-key 58th birthday celebration

A
ctress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu has penned a post
of gratitude to her trainer

Junaid Shaikh for not letting her
give up during testing times.

Taking to Instagram, the actress
wrote: "Junaid Shaikh has never
ever thought I did enough to de-
serve my favourite Jalebi. But
today, he did, to celebrate
Yashoda's success and especially
the action scenes."

"The last few months you have
been among the few people who
have seen it all... my lowest of
lows, through the weakness,
through the tears, through the
high dose steroid therapies,
through it all." "You didn't let me
give up and I know you won't let
me ever give up. Thank you," she
wrote. Samantha is currently un-
dergoing treatment for an auto-im-
mune condition called Myositis.
Myositis is a condition wherein
one's own immune system attacks
one's own muscles.

Samantha
thanks trainer
Junaid Shaikh
for not letting

her give up

A
ctress Sanya Malhotra, is
celebrating the second
anniversary of her black

comedy film 'Ludo'. The multi-
starrer film, directed by Anurag
Basu, was released directly on
OTT owing to the first year of
the pandemic.

On Saturday, Sanya took to
the story section of her
Instagram to share throwback
pictures and videos from the
film's set. The videos and pic-
tures show her in the company

of her co-stars Aditya Roy
Kapur and Rohit Saraf, with
whom she can be seen dancing
on the 'O beta ji' song, which was
reprised for 'Ludo'. 'Ludo', which
was released exactly 2 years ago
on Netflix, was received well by
the audience for its finely craft-
ed screenplay interspersed with
humour and signature Anurag
Basu treatment, who is known
for his off-beat style of direction
much like his namesake Anurag
Kashyap.

Sanya Malhotra celebrates
2nd anniversary of ‘Ludo’
with throwback pictures
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Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

England's golden gener-
ation of white ball crick-
eters overcame a spirited
Pakistan to lift the T20
World Cup trophy with a
comfortable five-wicket
victory here on Sunday.

The Pakistani fans were
longing for an encore of
1992 when Imran Khan's
team created history at
this very venue but bat-
ting let Babar Azam's side
down as 137 for 8 was
never going to be good
enough.

The seasoned Ben
Stokes (52 not out off 49
balls) just like the 2019
ODI World Cup, anchored
the chase despite occa-
sional scratchiness and
had a calm Moeen Ali (19)
as an ideal foil.

They chased down the
target in 19 overs to re-
gain the title they had
won in 2010 in the West
Indies.

Experienced Haris Rauf
and young Nasim Shah
bowled their hearts out to
prevent it from becoming
a one-sided game but
Stokes soaked the pres-
sure along with Ali as the
duo put on a 48-run stand
for the fifth wicket to nail
the win that avenged
England's loss to the same

rivals in the '92 World Cup
final.

Shaheen Shah Afridi
also could not bowl his
full quota of overs after
suffering a hamstring in-
jury while fielding and
that too helped England.

But player of the
evening certainly was left-

arm seamer Sam Curran,
whose couple of spells
had heavily tilted the
game in the favour
England.

Shane Warne had tor-
mented Pakistan at the
Lord's in the 1999 final and
it was turn of another leg-
gie Adil Rashid to flum-

mox them.
Stokes took 30 balls to

measure the Pakistani at-
tack but with no score-
board pressure, the south-
paw pressed the accelera-
tor just when needed to
finish the match.

England's depth in re-
sources could be gauged

from the fact that they be-
came the champions de-
spite not having Dawid
Malan, Mark Wood in the
knock-out games and
Jonny Bairstow, a T20 su-
perstar in the form of his
life, was not available for
the tournament.

It was seven years back

in this very country that
England's limited overs
cricket lay in tatters with
a dated approach and lack
of intent being pointed as
the reason for a group
league exit from the ODI
World Cup.

The core of the team
was changed along with

the mindset and in three
years time, England now
have both the white ball ti-
tles in their closet having
identified match-winners
in this format.

The revolution was
started by an Irishman
who responded to the
name of Eoin Morgan. He

moulded the ODI team
into a champion outfit
and handed the T20 baton
to an able Gen-Next leader
in Jos Buttler.

A champion T20 player
in his own right, Buttler
in the past few months,
has proved to be a leader
of men and in fact put
Pakistan under immense
pressure with his heart-
warming humility.

The MCG rooted for
Pakistan but no one
grudged when Stokes
pumped his fists after
what had been an incredi-
bly difficult few years, bat-
tling depression and men-
tal health issues.

In front of an audience
of 80,462, two highly-rated
but not enough celebrated
T20 bowlers Curran and
Rashid scripted the win.
The duo put relentless
pressure on the Pakistan
batting line-up to restrict
the opposition to a below-
par 137 for eight.

ENGLAND WIN SECOND T20 WC TITLE
Pakistan: 137 for 8 in 20
overs (Shan Masood 38;
Sam Curran 3/12).
England: 138 for 5 wick-
ets in 19 overs (Ben
Stokes 52 not out; Haris
Rauf 2/23).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

The shock loss to
Ireland did hurt but the
players moved on quickly
from that 'little blip' to
focus on the road ahead,
said star England all-
rounder Ben Stokes after
scoring a match-winning
52 in the T20 World Cup
final against Pakistan
here on Sunday.

Stokes showed his big
match prowess once again
with a gritty fifty under
extreme pressure to help
England to their second
T20 World Cup title. He
looked back on the team's
memorable campaign.

"With that (defeat to
Ireland) being so early in
the competition we obvi-
ously had to address it, say
what had to be said and
then let it go," Stokes, who
was also instrumental in
England's 2019 World Cup
triumph, said after the
five-wicket win.

"In tournaments like
these you can't carry bag-
gage with you, that was a
little blip on the way, credit
to Ireland for turning up
and beating us, but the
best teams learn from
their mistakes and not let
it affect them," said Stokes.

England skipper Jos
Buttler, who was made
white-ball captain earlier
this year, was all praise for
his team which has set the
benchmark in limited over
cricket. "To win the T20
World Cup now, immense-
ly proud of everyone here.
It has been a long journey
and few changes but we
are reaping the rewards of
how we have played in the
last few years.

"It's been a fantastic
tournament. We went to
Pakistan before coming
here, which was a valuable
time for the group and this
felt a long way after the
Ireland match but the
character we showed from
thereon in must-win
games is amazing.

"He (coach Matty Motts)
has fitted in really well.
We have got a few
Australians in the coach-
ing staff with us in this
tournament and he has led
the coaching staff really
well, gives the players
great freedom."

Sam Curran became the
first specialist bowler to
win the Player of the tour-
nament award for taking
13 wickets in six matches.

Besides Curran, Buttler
also lauded leggie Adil
Rashid, who delivered
with wickets in the middle
overs throughout the tour-
nament including in the
final.

"Huge swing in the
game, that was a fantastic
over from Adil. He has
been outstanding for us in
the last three games, just
the guy who makes things
happen and his perform-
ance was outstanding," the
England skipper said.

You can’t carry baggage
of defeat: Stokes

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

England left-arm pacer
Sam Curran was named the
player of the tournament
following his team's five
wicket win over Pakistan in
the T20 World Cup final
here on Sunday.

Curran, who made a
comeback from injury earli-
er this year, was also the
player of the match for his
remarkable figures of three
for 12 in four overs in the
summit clash. He ended the
tournament with 13 wickets
at an impressive economy
rate of 6.52 runs per over.

"MCG has big square
boundaries, so I knew my
into the wicket type bowl-
ing would work and try to
make them hit square of
the wicket. We felt the wick-

et was not as good as we
thought it would be.

"It was nipping around
everywhere and it was chal-
lenge to chase. I go into the
wicket with my slower balls
and try to keep the batsmen
guessing," Curran said
after the game.

England had restricted
Pakistan to 137 for eight in
20 overs. Ben Stokes then
scored an unbeaten 52 off
49 balls to help England lift
their second T20 World Cup
title. "We are World
Champions, how good.
Incredibly special (to have
Stokes). He is someone I
look up to and always turns
up when the team needs
him, people question him
but there's no questioning
him, he's the man," said
Curran.

England’s Sam Curran
named player of tournament

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

Australian all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell could miss
the India tour next year
after fracturing his leg in a
"freak accident" at a birth-
day party here. The 34-year-
old underwent a surgery on
Sunday after fracturing his
left fibula at a friend's 50th
birthday celebration. It is
understood the incident
took place on Saturday in a
backyard, where Maxwell
and his friend were run-
ning around. "Both slipped
and fell, with Maxwell's leg
becoming trapped under
the other person's, under-
stood to be a friend of
Maxwell's," cricket.com.au
reported. "Neither were in-
toxicated and the other per-
son is not believed to have
sustained an injury."
Australia are slated to play
four Tests and three ODIs
during their tour of India
in February-March next
year. It remains to be seen if
he recovers in time to par-
ticipate in the fixtures.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Indian shooters continued their
gold rush in the 15th Asian
Airgun Championship in
Daegu, Korea, sweeping all the
four team event golds on offer
on Sunday.
They have so far won as many
as 10 gold medals from the
competition. The day began
with the men's air rifle trio of
Arjun Babuta, Kiran Ankush
Jadhav and Rudrankksh
Balasaheb Patil beating
Kazakhstan 17-11 in the men's
10m air rifle team competition.
The women emulated their
male counterparts when
Mehuli Ghosh, Elavenil
Valarivan and Meghana
Sajjanar overcame hosts Korea
16-10 in their team event title

decider. The junior men's team
was not to be left behind as
Divyansh Singh Panwar, Sri
Karthik Sabari Raj Ravishankar
and Vidit Jain got the better of
hosts Korea with a 16-10 mar-
gin. The junior women's air
rifle team comprising Nancy,
Ramita and Tilottama Sen then
added the icing on the cake
when they crushed yet another
Korean team, 16-2, in the final.
On Saturday, Sheersh Kashyap,
Parth Mane and Abhinav Shaw
had claimed the men's 10m air
rifle team youth title with a 16-
8 victory over hosts Korea.
It was India-Korea yet again on
Saturday, in the women's
youth team final as Gautami
Bhanot, Hazel and Yukthi
Rajendra bagged the gold 16-6
in the final.

Maxwell fractures leg 
in freak accident, might

miss tour of India

Gold rush continues for
India at Asian Airgun

Championship

Liverpool, Nov 13 (AP):

Darwin Nunez signed
off for the World Cup in
style by scoring twice in
Liverpool's 3-1 win
against Southampton in
the Premier League.

The Uruguay interna-
tional took his season's
total to nine goals in all
competitions, which is
one more than Sadio
Mane at the same stage
last year.

Nunez's strikes under-
lined his growing influ-
ence on Liverpool, with
seven goals in his last 10
appearances.

It also ensured Jurgen
Klopp's team headed into
the Premier League's
break for the World Cup
in high spirits after such
an uncertain start to the
season.

Back-to-back league
wins against Tottenham

and Southampton will lift
the mood around Anfield
after losing four times al-

ready. With qualification
to the round of 16 of the
Champions League also

secured, it means
Liverpool can look ahead
to the resumption of the
campaign in December
with some optimism.

A title challenge may
already look beyond
Klopp's team but the
German will see green
shoots of hope, not least
in the form of his major
summer acquisition,
Nunez.

The former Benfica for-
ward was signed for an
initial fee of 75 million to
replace Mane, who joined
Bayern Munich. That fig-
ure could rise as high as
104 million.

But despite coming in
with such a large price
tag, Nunez had looked far
from the finished article,
while Mane's absence has
been felt.

Nunez's double against
Southampton will be so
encouraging for Klopp,

Dubai, Nov 13 (PTI):

The ICC on Sunday said
the Afghanistan govern-
ment supports the world
body's constitution and
has "in principle" agreed to
resuming women's cricket
in the country.

Afghanistan cricket, es-
pecially the women's game,
had plunged into uncer-
tainty last year due to the
drastic changes in the po-
litical landscape following
the takeover of the coun-
try by the Taliban.

There were reports that
Afghan women, including
the country's women's
cricket team, were banned
from playing sport under
the Taliban administra-
tion. The ICC had then set
up a Working Group to re-
view the status of cricket
in the country.

The Board received an
update from the
Afghanistan Working

Group detailing a recent
meeting with a representa-
tive of the Afghanistan
government and the
Afghanistan Cricket Board
in Doha. The government
official reiterated their
commitment to fully re-
spect and comply with the
ICC constitution, in partic-
ular the need for diversity
and inclusivity and for the
ACB to operate independ-
ent from government in-
terference, the ICC said.

"The meeting was posi-
tive and respectful and the
government representa-
tive was clear in his sup-
port for the ICC constitu-
tion including in principle
for women's cricket in
Afghanistan," Working
Group Chair Imran
Khwaja said.

"There are obviously
challenges for it to resume
but we will continue to
work with the ACB to take
this forward.

Afghanistan govt has in
principle agreed to resume
women’s cricket, says ICC

Nunez double secures Liverpool
win against Southampton

Liverpool's Uruguayan striker Darwin Nunez celebrates scoring
his team's second goal during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Liverpool and Southampton at Anfield in
Liverpool, north west England.

Ranchi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Openers Shubam
Rohilla and Ravi Chauhan
hammered centuries as
Services trounced a formi-
dable Mumbai by eight
wickets, reaching the tar-
get of 265 in 45.3 overs in a
Group E match of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here
on Sunday.

Sent in to bat by
Services, Mumbai rode on
a superb century by young
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
(104, 122 balls, 13 fours)
and useful knocks of by
Shams Mulani 48 (58 balls,
5 fours) and skipper
Ajinkya Rahane 43 (67
balls, 3 fours) to post 264
for nine in 50 overs.

After a stuttering start,
Jaiswal and Rahane stead-
ied the innings, adding 105
runs for the third wicket.
The left-handed Jaiswal
was then involved in a 47-
run stand with Mulani for
the sixth wicket. Some late

hitting by Tanush Kotian
(26, 16 balls, 2 fours, 2
sixes) took the Mumbai
score to 264 though they
lost wickets at regular in-
tervals. In reply, the
Services openers -- left-
handed Rohilla and right-
handed batter Chuahan --
dominated the Mumbai at-
tack. He smacked 15
boundaries and hit 4 sixes
to send the opposition
bowling on a leather hunt.
The opening duo put on
231 runs before Chauhan
fell to Aman Khan. Rohilla
continued to torment the
Mumbai bowling further
and took the score to 261
before being bowled by
Royston H Dias for 135.

Rahul Singh Gahlaut (19
not out) and Amit
Pachhara (5 not out) took
Services past the finish
line in the 46th over.

Mumbai had opened the
tournament with a facile
win over Bengal on
Saturday.

Rohilla, Chauhan hammer
tons as Services beat
Mumbai by 8 wickets

‘Safeguarding national interests 
is the main focus of Govt’

Chandigarh, Nov 13 (PTI):  

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
asserted that safeguarding
national interests is the
main focus of the BJP-led
government and anyone
casting an evil eye on
India is now given a befit-
ting reply. "India is no
longer weak. We believe in
peace," Singh said, adding
that a befitting reply is
now given if anyone tries
to harm us.

Our soldiers have
proved this time and
again, Singh said referring
to the 2016 surgical strikes
and 2019 Balakot
airstrikes. He also men-
tioned about the bravery
shown by soldiers during

the Galwan Valley standoff
in eastern Ladakh. Singh
was addressing a gather-
ing after unveiling the stat-
ue of legendary warrior
Prithviraj Chauhan in
Haryana's Jhajjar. Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and State BJP
chief O P Dhankar were
also present.

He said to get rid of the
colonial mindset, the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has taken a number
of initiatives, including a
new Indian Navy ensign
inspired from Maratha
warrior Chhatrapati
Shivaji, abolition of
around 1,500 obsolete
British-era laws, renam-
ing of Rajpath as Kartavya
Path and installation of a

grand statue of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at
India Gate. More than
1,500 archaic laws dating
back to the British rule,
whose relevance was com-

pletely over, have been
abolished. There are many
such laws for which we are
preparing a scheme, he
said. We will scrap these
too, the minister said.

Without naming the
Congress, Singh also at-
tacked the grand old party
for creating a needless
controversy over the pres-
ence of a lotus image on
the G20 logo, unveiled by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently.

The Congress has ac-
cused the BJP of promot-
ing its poll symbol while
the ruling party claimed its
rival was denigrating
India's national flower.
India will assume the pres-
idency of the powerful
grouping from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an intergov-
ernmental forum of the
world's major developed
and developing economies.
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‘Restore statehood 
to J&K at the earliest’

Jammu, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Seeking early restora-
tion of Jammu and
Kashmir's statehood and
installation of an elected
government, the AAP on
Sunday claimed that pro-

longed central rule in the
erstwhile state was a nega-
tion of the Constitutional
guarantees.

Chairman Jammu and
Kashmir AAP state co-or-
dination committee Harsh
Dev Singh made the re-
marks at a function here
in which several
sarpanches and panches
joined the party.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre had abrogated
Article 370, which accord-
ed special status to the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir, and bifurcat-
ed it into union territories
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh, which came
into existence on October
31 that year.

Indian Army’s ‘Dil Maange More’
short film festival begins 

Udhampur, Nov 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Army has
started a short film festival
'Dil Maange More', aimed
at empowering young film-
makers from Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. The
Dil Maange More Short
Film Festival (DMMSFF)
is an initiative of the
Northern Command of the
Indian Army.

On the opening day of
the festival on Saturday,
masterclasses by award-
winning and renowned
filmmakers like Imtiaz Ali
and Rahul Mittra were or-
ganised, officials said.
"The first ever 'Dil Maange

More' short film festival
conducted by the Northern
Command opened to a fan-
tastic response by the
youth of Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh at Udhampur,"
General officer
Commanding (GoC) 71-sub
area, Major General S S
Patil told reporters here.

The month-long festival,
curated by Captain Rahul
Bali, is being organised in
association with
Innovations India. Major
Gen Patil said Indian
Army is steadfast in its en-
deavour of nation building
and lending all the support
possible to the youth of
J&K and Ladakh for their

growth and development.
The short film festival is a
step in that direction, he
added.

The interactive work-
shops and masterclasses
by filmmakers Rahul
Mittra, Imtiaz Ali, Umesh
Shukla, Rahat Kazmi
along with acclaimed ac-
tors Sara Khan and Tariq
Khan were attended by
more than 15,000 youth
both in online and offline
mode, officials said.

"Dil Maange More Short
Film Festival is dedicated
to the independent, talent-
ed and discerning film
makers from J&K and
Ladakh, who crave to

showcase their deftness
and craft of film making to
the world via short films,"
Ali said.

According to officials,
the participants would be
required to make short
films of 5-15 minutes dura-
tion on the given themes
and submit their entries
online by December 10.
The finale of the festival
would be held in
Udhampur on December
16, 2022. The top three win-
ners would be awarded
cash prizes, trophies and
merit certificates by the
Indian Army. They would
also be mentored by Ali,
Mittra and Shukla.

Birds swim in the Ana Sagar Lake during sunrise in Ajmer district, Sunday.

SCENIC BEAUTY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaks during the unveiling
ceremony of a statue of Prithviraj Chauhan, in Jhajjar, Sunday. 

Harsh Dev Singh

‘J-K victim of Centre’s
wrong policies’

Srinagar, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir is the
victim of "wrong policies" of
the BJP-led Central govern-
ment which is out to "destroy"
the very foundation of democ-
racy, senior Congress leader
Ghulam Ahmad Mir said on
Sunday.

"Only Congress party is ca-
pable enough to defeat divisive
and anti-people policies of the
BJP. The Congress will remain
committed to the cause of
working and strengthening
people of all shades living in
the country," the former J&K
Pradesh Congress Committee
(JKPCC) president said.

Mir was addressing booth-
level delegates of Sagam block
of Kokernag area in South

Kashmir's Anantnag district.
"BJP government at the

Centre is out to destroy the
very foundation of the democ-
racy in the country as it has
done in Jammu and Kashmir
aiming to rule it through re-
mote control," he said.

Ghulam Ahmad Mir 



Accident
KKoollhhaappuurr:: A 32-year-old
Marathi television actor
died after her motorcycle
was hit by a concrete mixer
tractor in Kolhapur district,
a police official said on
Sunday. Kalyani Kurale-
Jadhav, who appears in the
TV serial 'Tujyhat Jeev
Rangala', was on her way
home late Saturday evening
when the accident took
place near Halondi inter-
section on Sangli-Kolhapur
highway, the official said.

Centre
AAggaarrttaallaa:: Tripura may
soon get a tea auction
centre as the Tea Board of
India is actively consider-
ing such a centre. Tripura
Tea Development
Corporation (TTDC),
Chairman Santosh Saha
said, "The Tea Board of
India informed us that it
was actively considering
to set up a tea auction
centre in Tripura. Now we
need to build up a ware-
house to support it". 

Ban
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Under fire
from the opposition over
the law and order issue,
the Punjab government
on Sunday banned public
display of firearms and
songs promoting gun cul-
ture and violence. The
state government also
ordered a review of arms
licenses within the next
three months, according
to an official order. 

Hurdles 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Thousands of old
age pensioners in Kashmir
have been running from
pillar to post to ensure
they continue receiving the
meagre government finan-
cial support as the pay-
ment process has been
moved to online mode. 
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Visitors click pictures of 'rangoli'
as part of celebration of

'Kannada Rajyotsava' at Cubbon
Park in Bengaluru, Sunday.
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Mumbai, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Customs officials seized
61 kg of gold worth Rs 32
crore in separate opera-
tions at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport here,
making it the highest value
seizure by the department
at the airport in a single
day, an official said on
Sunday.

At least seven travellers,
five men and two women,
were arrested in the
seizures that were made on
Friday, the official said.

This is the highest

seizure in a single day in
the history of the customs
at the Mumbai airport, he
claimed. In the first opera-
tion, four Indians return-
ing from Tanzania were
found carrying 1 kg gold
bars, which were concealed
in specially-designed belts
with multiple pockets, the
official said. Officials re-
covered 53 kg of UAE-made
gold bars, worth Rs 28.17
crore, from the belts that
the passengers had worn
around their torso, he said.

The belts were handed
over to the travellers by a
Sudanese national at Doha
airport during transit time,
the official said.

The four travellers were

arrested and remanded to
14 days judicial custody by
a court, he said.

Similarly, customs offi-
cials seized 8 kg gold val-
ued at Rs 3.88 crore from
three passengers who had
arrived from Dubai, he
said. The trio, including
two women, were carrying
gold dust in wax form, he
said.

The gold was ingenious-
ly concealed in the waist-
line of the jeans the trav-
ellers had worn, the official
said. One of the women
was is in her late 60s and
was on a wheelchair, he
said, adding that the trio
were arrested and remand-
ed to judicial custody.

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI): 

England's golden gener-
ation of white-ball crick-
eters overcame a spirited
Pakistan to win the T20
World Cup with a five-
wicket victory in the title
clash, here on Sunday.

The Pakistani fans had

hoped for an encore of
1992, when Imran Khan's
team created history at
this very venue, but
Pakistan's batting resem-
bled more like their 1999
World Cup final effort at
the Lord's. Their batting
had imploded in that final
as they couldn't negotiate
Shane Warne in that con-
test and today it was
Rashid Khan, who had a
stranglehold over
Pakistan as his loopy
flighted leg breaks flum-
moxed the batters. The
total of 137 for 8 Pakistan
managed after being asked
to bat was never going to
be good enough.

Udaipur, Nov 13 (PTI): 

An explosion occurred
on a railway track here on
Sunday, hours before the
recently inaugurated

Asarwa-Udaipur Express
train from Ahmedabad
was supposed to pass. The
police said they were in-
vestigating all angles, in-
cluding sabotage.

Officials said mining ex-
plosives were used to dam-
age the tracks on Odha
bridge near Kewda Ki
Naal, which comes under
the Jawar Mines police
station of Udaipur.

"Local people informed
us about the explosion in
the morning. We have
found some explosives on
the track and efforts are
being made to identify
those responsible," local
SHO Anil Kumar Vishnoi
said.

Dallas, Nov 13 (AP): 

Six people were killed
after two historic military
planes collided and crashed
to the ground on Saturday
during a Dallas air show, of-
ficials said. "According to
our Dallas County Medical
Examiner, there are a total of
6 fatalities from yesterday's
Wings over Dallas air show
incident," Dallas County
Judge Clay Jenkins tweeted
Sunday. He said authorities
are continuing to work to
identify the victims.

The Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress and a Bell P-63
Kingcobra collided and
crashed around 1:20 pm, the

Federal Aviation
Administration said in a
statement. The collision oc-
curred during the
Commemorative Air Force
Wings Over Dallas show.

Several videos posted on
social media showed the
fighter plane appearing to fly
into the bomber, causing
them to quickly crash to the
ground and setting off a
large ball of fire and smoke.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Miffed over being de-
nied a ticket for the up-
coming municipal polls,
former AAP councillor
Haseeb-ul-Hasan on
Sunday climbed an elec-
tricity tower in east Delhi
and alleged that the party
leaders had "sold" the tick-
ets for Rs 2 crore to 3
crore.

Naming Atishi,
Durgesh Pathak and
Sanjay Singh, he alleged
that the senior leaders
took his original docu-
ments on the pretext of
fielding him in the polls
and refused to hand them
back to him.

"AAP leaders have
taken my original docu-
ments, including my bank
passbook, on the pretext
of giving me a ticket but
they are not returning the
documents. Tomorrow is
the last day to file the
nominations. If anything
happens to me or if I die,
Durgesh Pathak and
Atishi will be responsi-

ble," Hasan said in a live
video on social media
from atop the tower in
Gandhi Nagar.

"Atishi, Durgesh
Pathak and Sanjay Singh
sold the tickets for Rs 2
crore to Rs 3 crore. They
are all corrupt leaders.
They returned my docu-
ments only after I climbed
this tower," he told re-
porters after getting
down.

The former AAP coun-
cillor said he will file his
nomination papers soon
after deciding "whether to
fight the elections inde-
pendently or switch over
to some other party".

Indore, Nov 13: 

A nine-year-old girl was
allegedly kidnapped from a
construction site and raped by
a man in Madhya Pradesh's
Indore city, police said on
Sunday. The victim, who suf-
fered injuries due to the
assault, has been admitted to
a hospital and her condition is
stated to be critical, Indore's
Deputy Commissioner of Police
Amit Tolani told reporters. The
incident took place on the
intervening night of Friday and
Saturday at the site of an
under-construction building in
Rajendra Nagar locality where
the girl's father worked as a
security guard, he said.

BIGGEST 1-DAY CATCH

Customs seizes gold worth Rs 32 cr 
̈ At Mumbai airport
̈ Seven held

Gold bars seized by Mumbai
Airport Customs.

England crowned
T20 WC champions

England's captain Jos Buttler
celebrates with the trophy.

MATTER OF CONCERN

Explosion on railway track 

Damaged railway track after an
explosion, in Udaipur, Sunday. 

HEINOUS CRIME

9-yr-old girl
abducted, raped

̈ Fights for life

AIR SHOW

Six killed after vintage
aircraft collide

Denied MCD ticket, ex-AAP
councillor climbs tower

̈ Alleges MCD 
poll tickets sold 
for Rs 2-3 cr

Former AAP Councillor
Haseeb-ul-Hasan climbs a
transmission tower near

Shastri Park Metro Station
allegedly over not being given

ticket for upcoming MCD
polls, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Navodaya LQC team of SMS-3 of BSP leaves for Jakarta 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1133:: The Quality Circle
teams of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
under the guidance of BE
Department have been able to un-
leash their creativity. SAIL-BSP has
always allowed the creativity of the
steel fraternity of Bhilai to flourish
at the plant level as well as at the
national and international level. As
a result of this, BSP teams have
made their mark in the
International Convention
Competitions of Quality Concepts.

In this sequence, Navodaya Lean
Quality Circle team of SMS-3 of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant left for
Jakarta city of Indonesia for partici-
pation in ICQCC-2022. It may be
noted that this International
Convention of Quality Concepts is
being organised in Jakarta from
November 15-18, 2022. Hundreds

of teams from various countries
will participate in this international
competition.

The members of Navodaya
Lean Quality Circle team of SMS-3
selected for international competi-
tion are Group Leader Vandana
Soni, Deputy Leader Reena
Kumari, Team Facilitator is Rajat
Kumar Sarkar and its Coordinator
is Sunil Deshmukh of BE
Department. Navodaya team is the
first Lean Quality Circle team of
the plant to qualify to participate

in the international competition.
It is to be noted that Navodaya

team won the "Quality-2021" or-
ganised by the BE department at
the plant level competition. Team
also won the Gold Award at the
Chapter Convention held in
Vadodara and also won the highest
award of "Par- Excellence" in the
National Convention on Quality
Concepts (NCQC) held at
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. By win-
ning "Par -Excellence Award", he
was eligible to go to the

International Convention. 
This team has increased the

availability of SMS-3 Timing Ladle
Transfer Car-3 through its modifi-
cation. Its average availability is
now increased to 95 percent. Chief
General Manager (BE & HRD)
Sanjay Dhar while congratulating
the Navodaya Lean Quality Circle
team of SMS-3 of BSP said that you
are the brand ambassador of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in this interna-
tional competition. You increase
the honour and glory of BSP with

your creativity. 
Make SAIL and BSP proud by

winning this international competi-
tion. Expressing confidence in the
women members of the team, Dhar
said that BSP gives equal opportu-
nity to everyone to progress. You
are a unique example of women
empowerment. You become a
source of inspiration to others.
Appreciating the efforts of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, Dhar said that
with the efforts of BE Department,
the LQC team from the plant is
going abroad for the first time. 

The specialty of this team is that
it has all new and young employees
who proved that even a new team
can get the eligibility to participate
in international competition on the
strength of creativity. I am sure
that this team will bring laurels to
Bhilai by winning at the interna-
tional level.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1133:: A large number of
people from Durg Rural
Assembly Constituency area are
taking membership of BJP. Few
days ago some villagers joined
the BJP from this area and on
Sunday more than 50 villagers
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Among them, the number
of women was very high. MP
Vijay Baghel gave membership
of the party to these people. 

They pledged to maintain loy-
alty to the party's traditions,
policies and principles. MP Vijay
Baghel said that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP is continu-
ously working to make the coun-
try strong and united. BJP is the
only party in the country that is
concerned about the national in-
terest.

According to the information,

many of the villagers
who joined BJP were
earlier associated
with Congress. The
villagers said that
they did not get the
importance they de-
served in the
Congress. MP Vijay
Baghel said that these
Congress workers
worked to make the
cabinet minister win
in the assembly elec-
tions and thereafter
they worked hard to
ensure victory of
Congress in the civic body polls. 

These workers did not get re-
spect from the party due to
which they left the Congress. He
asserted that resentment is in-
creasing among the common
people against the Congress
government. The people in-
volved in the illegal liquor trade

are working without any fear.
Baghel alleged that corruption
has reached its peak in every de-
partment. 

The coal scam and accumu-
lating unaccounted wealth is ex-
posed now. In such a situation,
the common public is fed up
with the Congress. Baghel said

that on the other hand, the deci-
sions taken by the Central
Government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
strengthen the country and pro-
vide employment to the youth
has increased the prosperity and
self-reliance in the country.

Bhilai District BJP President

Brijesh Bijpuria also attended
the programme. He welcomed
the villagers in the BJP. Led by
Raja Dehariya and Rukmani
Bundela, the people who joined
BJP are Sumati Manikpuri,
Kalyani Yadav, Firan Bai, Asha
Singraul, Rekha Ghritalhare,
Shatrupa Yadav, Hemin Nishad,
Nirmal Pathode, Jyoti
Dhritalhare, Meena Yadav, Om
Bai, Hemlata Gautam, Saroj
Sahu, Shyam Barbade, Usha
Sahu and others. 

BJP leaders Lalit Chandrakar,
Dilip Patel, Councilor Firoz
Farooqui, Khilavan Verma,
Councilor Vidhi Yadav, Anupam,
Sonu, Ram Singh, Vicky Yadav,
Vicky Singh, Bobby Das,
Durgesh Yadav, Dikesh Sen,
Sanju Devangan, Sandeep,
Sanjay Vicky were also present.
Later the women also met Rajni
Vijay Baghel and appraised her
about the problems of their area.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The
newly appointed
Chairman of District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg, Rajendra
Sahu reviewed the activi-
ties of various cooperative
societies. He also reviewed
the process of paddy pro-
curement done so far and
sought information about
the Godhan Nyay Yojna.

Former President Ashok
Aggarwal and senior
Director Ravi Prakash
Tamarkar were present in
the meeting. Later he at-
tended the felicitation func-
tion organised at Sewa
Sahkari Samiti Badnara
and Sewa Sahkari Samiti
Kunwara of Nawagarh.

Addressing the function,
Sahu spoke about the state

government's ambitious
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana and Godhan Nyaya
Yojana. He assured to re-
solve any problem arising
in providing benefits to the
entitled people through
these schemes.

He said that according to
the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,

farmers are being honored
through various schemes.
New committees were
formed to facilitate the
farmers in selling paddy.
Farmers are now getting to-
kens while sitting at home
through the state govern-
ment's Token Tuhar Dwar
scheme.

During the programme,

the farmers of each de-
pendent village of the com-
mittee were honoured.
MLA and Parliamentary
Secretary Gurudayal Singh
Banjare, Janpad President
Anjali Markande, Vice
President Ritesh Sharma,
Presidents of committees,
public representatives and
bank officers and employ-
ees were present. Sahu par-
ticipated in the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Bharat
Mata Chowk in Bemetara.

Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra honored Sahu on
his appointment as DCC
Bank President. During his
stay in Bemetara, Sahu in-
spected the nodal office of
the bank. Public represen-
tatives, PSC member Dr
Praveen Verma and other
officers and employees
were present.

Chief Minister to attend
concluding ceremony of
District Olympic Festival

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The grand
finale of the District
Olympic Festival will be
held on November 14,
where Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will grace
the event as chief guest.
The closing ceremony will
be organised at Pt Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Stadium,
Khursipar.

On coming to know that
CM Bhupesh Baghel is ar-
riving at the closing cere-
mony, Bhilai Nagar MLA
and District Olympic
Association President
Devendra Yadav, Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal, General
Secretary Sumit Pawar and
all other office bearers
reached the stadium on
Saturday afternoon to see
the arrangements.
Necessary instructions
were given regarding clean-
ing of the stadium.

It may be noted that the
District Olympic Festival is
being organised under the
aegis of District Olympic
Association. Competitions
were organised for more

than 15 sports at various
sports grounds of city. The
sports ranging from cricket
to volleyball, football, bad-
minton, tennis, boxing,
karate etc are being organ-
ized and the winning play-
ers of first, second, third fe-
male and male category

will be given prizes and ho-
nours.

During the inspection,
Bashir Ahmed, Sairam
Jakar, Giri Rao, Rakesh
Goswami, Krishna Sahu
Mohan and all the people
associated with the sports
association were present.

DLSA’s legal awareness 
campaign concludes with rally

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Durg organised
multifarious programmes
under the Pan India cam-
paign "Empowerment of
citizens through Legal
Awareness and Outreach.

This two-week Pan India
Campaign was conducted
under the directions of
National Legal Services
Authority from October 31
to November 13 for bridg-
ing the gap between the in-
stitutions and the under-
privileged by spreading
legal awareness and ensur-
ing delivery of legal enti-

tlement to eligible benefici-
aries.

Under this campaign,
door-to-door awareness
programmes were held to
cover all the village pan-
chayats and subdivisions
within the districts. Mega
legal awareness camps on
NALSA modules were also
organised in every district.
Information, education
and communication mate-
rial were distributed
among people; awareness
was spread in collabora-
tion with print and elec-
tronic media to reach larg-
er audiences and an exhi-
bition was organised at
district headquarters por-

traying the function of
Legal Services Institution.

Here in Durg, the cam-
paign was organised under
the guidance of District
and Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal
(Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority). The
campaign came to an end
with an "awareness rally"
which was organised with
the aim of creating legal
awareness among the citi-
zens.

For legal awareness and
empowerment of citizens,
related work is being done
by NALSA at village level,
panchayat level and taluka
level to take legal aware-

ness to the last person of
the society. During this
campaign, people were
made aware about the ben-
efits of legal aid and the
ways of getting free legal
aid. Citizens were empow-
ered by creating awareness
about welfare legal points
and schemes of the gov-
ernment.

A special awareness
campaign was conducted
in the last two weeks to
provide information to the
public regarding the fun-
damental rights and duties
mentioned in the
Constitution of India, the
rights available within the
ambit of the law, etc.

The special awareness
rally was taken out from
the premises of the
District Court, Durg to the
Nyay Sadan, Durg by the
NCC Cadets. The rally was
flagged off by Family
Court Judge Narendra
Singh Chawla, Special
Judge Shailesh Tiwari,
and Bar Association
President Neeta Jain.

Judges, Advocates,
Secretary District Legal
Services Authority Durg -
Ashish Dahriya and para-
legal volunteers were
present in the awareness
rally. In addition, about
350 cadets participated in
the rally.
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CM to perform Bhoomi pujan of Congress Bhavan today
On the same day, Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel will
also be performing bhoomi
pujan for the construction of
Congress Bhavan. The
Congressmen in view of the
same, organised a meeting at
the party office in Sector 5. It
needs a mention that the party workers have since long been raising the demand for a
Congress Bhavan in the city of Bhilai. It is reported that taking note of the demand, the
party office will be constructed soon and for this the party workers have also selected the
land in Radhika Nagar. After getting information about this, a meeting of Congress people
was held at the dome shed near the residence of Mayor. Mayor Neeraj Pal, MLA Devendra
Yadav, State General Secretary Jitendra Sahu, District President Mukesh Chandrakar, all
Congress councilors of the city, MIC members, block presidents, booth in-charge and all
office bearers were present in the meeting. In the meeting, detailed discussion was held
on preparation for the arrival of the CM to the Bhoomi Pujan of the Congress Bhavan. 

DCC Bank President reviews 
works of cooperative societies

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: The BSP
Officer Association has al-
ways been opposing the
tendency of many former
"influential people" and
high officials of
Chhattisgarh to retain the
possession of accommo-
dation allotted to them in
township even after retire-
ment and transfer.

It has been noted that
during the last 15-20 years
in Bhilai Township, a spe-
cial group has encroached
upon the houses by bring-
ing in political patronage,
due to which BSP officials
are not getting allotment
of good houses, stated a

press communique by the
OA-BSP.

It further mentioned
that BSP's property is a
national property and it is
mandatory that the same
should be used properly
and judiciously, therefore,
OA BSP after discussing it
with the Town Services
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant, is going to
start a campaign to get va-
cated the big houses of the
company from the posses-
sion of former hon-
ourable officers living
under third party allot-
ment.

In this context, the OA-
BSP delegation will in-
form the Union Steel

Minister, Prime Minister's
Office and Chief
Secretary Chhattisgarh
Government and Chief
Minister Chhattisgarh
Government about the
present condition of
Bhilai Township and will
appeal for their coopera-
tion in getting rid of en-
croachment.

OA's effort has always
been law-abiding imple-
mentation and reminded
the local leaders that
Bhilai's intelligent people
are watching, so it is ex-
pected from them to make
efforts for the upliftment
of Bhilai by supporting
according to the law and
thereby end the interfer-

ence of mafias.
Under the leadership of

OA-BSP President
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, officials have
cooperated and supported
all legal processes con-
ducted by the Town
Services Department for
the safety and smooth
management of Bhilai
Steel Plant in the past and
will do so in the future as
well.

OA-BSP is determined
for a clean, beautiful and
safe Bhilai and hopes that
all local leaders will ex-
tend full cooperation to
the campaign to remove il-
legal encroachments in
the coming times.

OA-BSP for getting vacated
retained accommodation even

after transfer or retirement

Janpad level sports 
competition organized in Purai

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 13: Janpad
level sports competition
" C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympic" was organised at
Purai during 11 to 13
November. Home and
PWD Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu graced
the function as chief
guest. District
Cooperative Central Bank
Limited Durg President
Rajendra Sahu was pres-
ent as special guests.
While addressing the gath-
ering, the speakers said
that Chhattisgarh state

has been successful in re-
establishing its own iden-
tity in the field of art and
culture. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel led state
government has made an
important contribution in
preserving the rich art
and culture and promoting
the same. CM took a big
initiative by introducing
the Chhattisgarhiya
Olympic. Through this
event, efforts are being
made to promote and rec-
ognize the traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also

participated in the sports
competitions. In the pro-
gramme, the Home
Minister spoke about vari-
ous public welfare
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. He mentioned
that the paddy purchase
has commenced in the
state from 01 November.
The farmers, who have
sold paddy, will get the
money soon in their bank
accounts. District
Panchayat member Yogita
Chandrakar and other
public representatives
along with officers and
employees were present.

Over 50 villagers of Durg Rural take BJP membership

To participate in International Quality Concepts Competition-2022
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Health care system in the country is one of

the greatest revolutions: Prof. Bhargava

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  The fourth
National Conference and
Workshop on Antimicrobial
Stewardship in India, ‘ASPI-
CON-2022’, was inaugurated in
All India Institutes of Medical
Sciences on Sunday. Experts
from premier medical institu-
tions stated that there is an
increase in antimicrobial
resistance post-COVID-19 and
asked for more data-driven
studies, specifically from the
Indian perspective. Padma Shri
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava

termed the Indian healthcare
revolution is one of the most
incredible things that hap-
pened during the last 75 years
and urged Indian healthcare
professionals to lead the world
in combating the pandemic.

While inaugurating the
Conference ‘Bad Bugs, No
Drugs: Time to Escalate AMSP
Measures’, Chief Guest Prof.
Bhargava discussed a compre-
hensive view on the topic ‘India
Fights COVID-19: Unfolding
Challenges and Facts’. Prof.
Bhargava said that apart from
IT, the Mobile revolution, or
Bollywood and cricket, there
are numerous other fields to
which India has contributed
tremendously. It includes
space science, nuclear pro-
gram, green revolution, white

revolution, blue revolution,
and healthcare facilities pro-
vided in remote areas during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘India is providing 60% of
generic drugs and 60% of
total vaccines across the
globe. Every 6th doctor and
every 5th nurse is from India.
Our healthcare institutions
have resources and infrastruc-
ture to boost the research to
develop newer solutions dur-
ing challenging times, he said.

Prof. Bhargava elaborated
on India’s tryst with COVID-19
from the very beginning of
2019 up to 2022. ‘Strong
Indian leadership gave cali-
brated, proactive, pre-emp-
tive, and graded responses to
test-track and treat COVID-19.
It resulted in the countrywide
scaling up of diagnostic labs
from one to more than 3000
within a year, the production
of diagnostic kits, and four
rounds of Sero surveys. We
have prepared
treatment/diagnostic guide-
lines and public health advi-
sories and designed innova-
tive service delivery of vac-
cines through drones in
remote areas. The challenging
time of the pandemic has
proved our vaccine manufac-
turing superpower, IT
prowess, and citizen participa-
tion through self-help groups
and local government, he said.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said that
there is a need to conduct
Indian-specific research in
antimicrobial resistance after
COVID-19. ‘Young profession-
als should come forward and
lead new research and devel-
opment for the betterment of
society, Prof. Nagarkar said.
Earlier, Prof. Padma Das,
Organizing Chairperson, wel-
comed all the guests.
Organizing Secretary Dr.
Tushar Jagzape presented a
vote of thanks. The
Conference discussed various
aspects, including the
Pharmacology perspective on
AMSP: Antibiotic consump-
tion and audits by Dr. Nusrat
Shafiq from PGI Chandigarh
and Antimicrobial Resistance
increase in post-COVID-19 by
Dr. Debabrata Dash from
AIIMS, Manglagiri.

Prof. Bhargava, Prof.
Nagarkar, and other guests
also released a souvenir on
this occasion. Prof. Nagarkar
felicitated Prof. Bhargava dur-
ing the Conference. The inau-
gural session and Different
scientific sessions were
attended by Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean (Academics),
Prof. Vinay R. Pandit, Prof.
Anudita Bhargava, and Dr.
Ujjwala Gaikwad along with
500 delegates from across the
country in hybrid mode.

School bus turns turtle, 10 injured, 7 critical

Central Chronicle News

Kabirdham, Nov 13: A
school bus with students
and teachers met with an
accident in Gram Talpur
on Sunday morning. The
bus belonged to Alpha
School of newly formed
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chuikhadan –Gandai dis-
trict. It was just at 2 kms
distance from Lohara
that the bus went out of

control and turned turtle
and in this 10 persons got
injured and 7 are report-

ed to be critical.
As per reports in this

regard, teachers, stu-

dents and staff of Alpha
School left for picnic to
Bhoramdev in Kawardha
on Sunday morning. A
total of 17 persons were
travelling in the small
bus and there were chil-
dren along with teachers
in the bus. No sooner the
bus reached Talpur vil-
lage, it went out of con-
trol on speed-breaker
near Gram Talpur and
thereafter turned turtle.

In this 10 persons have
got injured and 7 are re-
ported to be critical and
they all have been admit-
ted in Lohara Hospital
and those seriously in-

jured have been referred
to Kawardha Hospital for
treatment. On hearing
about this incident,
Sahaslpur – Lohara
thana police also reached
the site and with help of
the villagers started re-
lief works.

Police informed that
out of total 17 persons,
only two were male per-
sons and women were in
large number. In this four
students have also got in-
jured.

Police has reached the
hospital and took state-
ment of those injured.

Iron Bars became cheaper, 
dips Rs 2000 in 10 days

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  It is a matter of
relief for the people preparing to
build a house. There is a decline in
the price of Iron bars. In the last 10
days, rebar has become cheaper by
Rs 2,000 per tonne. On Saturday,
Iron rebar remained at Rs 62 thou-
sand per tonne in retail. Traders said
that there are signs of further
decline in its price in the coming
days. Industrialists said that after
the e-auction of coal to be held in
late November, they will get coal in
sufficient quantity, which will fur-
ther bring down the price of bars. It
is expected that the price of bars in
the market may fall to Rs 5000 per
tonne. Anil Nacharani, president of
Chhattisgarh Sponge Iron
Association, said that if coal is avail-
able in sufficient quantity, the price

will fall further.  The reason behing
the dip in price of Iron bar is demand
in the market remains weak, con-
sumers are waiting for a drop in
prices, industries are expected to
get sufficient quantity of coal soon.
and the e-auction of coal is going to
happen at the end of this month, due
to which the industry is happy. In
March this year, the prices of Iron
bard had reached the highest level
and touched Rs 80,400 per ton. After
that the price started fluctuating.
The prices of sand have also gone
these days. The cost of sand (700
feet) has come down from Rs 12
thousand to Rs 10 thousand. Traders
said that due to lack of demand,
there is a declining trend in the price
of sand. On the other hand there is
no increase in the prices of cement.

OBC Mahasabha takes decision
for public meeting

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  OBC
Mahasabha organized a virtual
meeting on November 11 and
was attended by office bear-
ers of the organization from
the block to state level. The
meeting discussed on OBC
reservation as per the popula-
tion of OBC community. State
President Radheshyam said,
OBC are back bone of the
economy in this state. Even
the present Chief Minister and
other ministers of state cabi-
net are from OBC community

but still OBC rights have been
hijacked and they have not
been given reservation as per
their population. The meeting
demanded that the state gov-
ernment should take immedi-
ate steps for OBC reservation.
The office bearers present
took a decision that on
November 15 memorandum
will be submitted all over the
state at district headquarters.
Even after if the government
will not take any initiative,
OBC Mahasabha will organize
a mass meeting on November
22 in state capital in support of
their demand, informs divi-
sional president Raipur divi-
sion Hemant Kumar. 

Sanjay Singh re-elected INTUC state president
Raipur, Nov 13:
Consequent upon holding
of Fifth State INTUC
Session at in presence of
Dr.C.D.Mahant Speaker of
Vidhansabha, Jay Singh
Agrawal Minister for
Revenue Govt. of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
R.Chandrasekharan, Vice
President (INTUC) &
President-Kerla INTUC,
C.P.Singh, Vice President
(INTUC) completed the
election process of state
INTUC body. Sanjay Singh
was once again unani-
mously elected as state
president. The other office

bearers include Senior
Vice Presidents- K.S.
Murthy, Ram Avtar
Algamkar, P K Rai, Shiv
Dayal Karsh and Piyush
Kar. Vice Presidents are
Ram Iqbal Singh, S K

Baghel, K V S Y Rao.
Secretary General is
Ashish Yadav. General
Secretaries are Jay
Prakash Yadav, Vansh
Bahadur Singh, Sanjay
Sahu, Sameer Pandey,
Naresh Dewangan and
Abhay Singh. Treasurer is
Tapas Dutta. Senior
Secretaries are K P
Chandravanshi, J K
Rathore, Vinod Shrivastav,
Ashish Pandey, Mrs Jaya
Kashyap, Puran Varma, P
V Rao, Shankar Rao,
Tapas Chakraborty,
Mangla Singh Yadav and
Vimlesh Sao.

Aim of forming smaller districts
is to benefit general public: CM

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel chairing
a review meeting of offi-
cials at Dongargaon
Circuit House said that the
aim of reorganizing and
forming a smaller district
is to benefit the general
public and hence the offi-
cials should ensure that
people get maximum bene-
fits of the government
schemes and effective ad-
ministration.

The challenge now is
paddy procurement,
weighing, and transporta-
tion. The arrangement of
gunny bags should be
taken care of. There
should be no jam in the
paddy procurement cen-
ter, procurement of Kodo
Kutki Ragi should also be
done with priority.

In the meeting, Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
took information about
the lease in Lal Bahadur
Nagar from the officers.
He inquired about the
pending loan cases of self-
help groups. Baghel asked
the officers about the
progress in loan distribu-
tion process. Officials in-
formed that so far, loans
have been sanctioned in
2160.

Chief Minister inquired
about the problem of low
voltage in the region, to
which the official in-
formed that the situation
is under control now.

Capacity has been in-
creased in Amlidih.
Technical measures have
been taken. Chief
Minister directed the offi-
cial concerned to make
every possible arrange-
ment to avoid the recur-
rence of problem in fu-
ture.

Baghel took informa-
tion about Bharatmala
from SDM. Chief Minister
addressed the public de-
mand to remove the liquor
shop in Jhitia. He in-
structed the officials to
prevent illegal plotting at
all cost.

CM takes blessings from Pt. Pradeep Mishra

Raipur, Nov 13: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended by Shiv
Mahapuran by Katha re-
citer Pt. Pradeep Mishra in
‘Dahi Handi’ ground in
Gudhiyari and offering
obeisance to ‘Vyaspeet’, he
took blessings from Pt.
Mishra and sought bless-
ings for peace & prosperity
of all in the state On this
occasion Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat,
Parliamentary Secy. Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman
F&CSC Ramgopal Agrawal
and Chairman CMDC
Girish Dewangan.

CM Baghel raising slo-
gans on ‘Har Har
Mahadeva’ said to the devo-
tees that they all are listen-
ing to ‘Shiv Katha
Mahpuran’ by well-known
Katha reciter Pt. Pradeep

Mishra for last four days
and he greeted all for the
same. Baghel termed Lord
Shiva as the most knowl-
edgeable, intelligent and
benevolent of all and it was
‘Mahadev’ who established
the institution of marriage
in the world and was the
first to create the music
and dance and the famous
‘Tandav nritya’ of Lord
Shiva is known to all.

CM Baghel said that
Lord Shiva is established in
all the directions and it was
Lord Shri Ram who trav-
elled from North to South,
Lord Krishna from North
to West, but it was only

Lord Shiva who is seated in
every corner of the coun-
try. In villages He is either
known as Lord Shiva,
somebody as ‘Shankar’,
others as ‘Mahadev’ and
few term him as
‘Budhadev’, but in any
form he is offered prayers
as Lord Shiva. There can-
not be recital of
‘Ramkatha’ or that of Lord
Krishna without Shiva’s
mention. There is no exis-
tence of any person with-
out the Lord Shiva and
therefore lakhs of people
have turned out today to
hear ‘Shiv Mahapuran’
today. Baghel said that Lord

Shiva holds a ‘damru’ in
his hand along with
‘Trishul’ in another and
there is snake in his neck
and ‘Nandi’ holds special
place. CM Baghel said that
it is sad that ‘Nandi’ is left
as stray cattle, just because
cow gives milk, she is taken
care of. But the
Chhattisgarh government
has taken care of both the
cow and the ‘Nandi’.
Presently there is problem
of pollution to burning of
leftover of paddy crop in
Punjab, Haryana, UP and
this cause massive pollu-
tion. But in Chhattisgarh,
the government has made

an appeal to all the farmers
to donate ‘paira’ (paddy
husk), so that the pollution
can be avoided and it can
act as fodder for stray cattle
in the ‘Gouthans’ prepared.

CM Baghel said that his
government is developing
religious tourism of places
of importance of Lord Shri
Ram’s visit to Chhattisgarh
under ‘Shri Ram
Vangaman Paripath’.
Under this in the first leg,
renovation of only
Kaushalya Mata’s temple
has been done and every
Saturday and Sunday there
are lakhs of devotees visit-
ing to pay obeisance there.
In the same series,
Sheorinarayan Temple was
developed last year and a 51
feet high statues of Lord
Shri Ram was constructed
there. This year govern-
ment has selected Rajim
and is developing perma-
nent tents for the Sadhu-
Sants, devotees, tourist, of-
ficers and security person-
nel visiting there and for
his 55 acre land has been
identified and being devel-
oped.

Padma Shri Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, Ex-Director General,

ICMR addressing ‘ASPICON-2022’ at AIIMS Raipur.5

During post
Independence

Three days ‘ASPI-
CON-2022’ inaugu-
rated in AIIMS

Holds review of
paddy procurement
and others in
Dongargaon

To demand OBC
reservation as per
population

In Gram Talpur;
were going for pic-
nic to Bhoramdev 

Visits ‘Shiv
Mahapuran Katha’
venue in Gudhiyari;
seeks blessings for
peace & prosperity
of all

Police declared a reward of Rs 10K on absconding rape accused

Jagdalpur, Nov 13:
Accused Vicky Nag, a resi-
dent of Atal Awas, forcibly
raped a minor girl resident
of Avantika Colony under
Bodhghat police station
area of ??the district by
taking her to Odisha by al-
luring her in a love trap
and assurances for mar-

riage. The ac-
cused has ab-
sconded after
the rape. Police
is investigating
by registering
a crime

against the absconding ac-
cused. The police has also
announced a reward of Rs
10,000 on the accused as
prize money for anyone
giving information about
him.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the accused Vicky

Nag, a resident of Atal
Awas, trapped a minor in a
love trap. On the pretext of
marrying the minor, the
accused made her sit in a
train and took her away to
Similiguda, Odisha. After
being taken to Odisha, he
outraged her modesty and
left her there and ran
away. The family of the
victim lodged a complaint
against the accused Vicky
Nag in the police station.
Based upon this a case has
been registered by the po-
lice against the accused

under 6 POCSO Act in-
cluding sections 366 and
376 of IPC.

The accused is abscond-
ing since this incident. In
view of the seriousness of
the matter, SP Jitendra
Singh Meena has got the
information sought
against the accused. A re-
ward of Rs 10,000 has been
placed on the accused. The
police has announced that
a reward of Rs 10,000 will
be given to the person giv-
ing information regarding
the accused.

BJP workers deny joining Cong, terms is as false propaganda
Jagdalpur, Nov 13: BJP
workers of village
Sonarpal of the district
met former Bastar MP
Dinesh Kashyap have out-
rightly denied that they
are joining the Congress
and informed about the
truth. The workers in-
formed as to how Congress
workers are offering the
party’s cloth (gamchha)
and spreading the photo
and likewise a false propa-
ganda. Former Bastar MP
Dinesh Kashyap said that
by providing fake

Congress entry in front of
the MLA, no one would
have thought that
Congmen would resort
such low level politics in
the race to get ahead of
other Congmen. The BJP
workers need to be alert
and aware of this type of
false propaganda, he
warned.

BJP workers had gone to
the MLA’s office of the re-
gional MLA Chandan
Kashyap to apprise about
various problems. Half a
dozen BJP workers, includ-

ing Sonarpal Dy. Sarpanch,
were coerced by
Congressman Bablu
Baghel and forcibly
dressed in a Congress
party’s stole and false prop-
aganda was done by releas-
ing the photos. Refuting the
Congress entry, BJP leader
Sonarpal Deputy Sarpanch
Kailash Maurya, Lakhmu
Maurya said that there is
no fault in our faith for the
party and all are already
staunch BJP supporters
and would continue to be
for times to come.

CM inaugurates mobile public service vehicle

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today, has taken an-
other citizen friendly initia-
tive in the direction of pub-
lic service through Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club in the
Bhent Mulaqat program of
Arjuni village in

Dongargaon development
block of Rajnandgaon dis-
trict. A mobile public serv-

ice vehicle will be run to
provide health services to
the villagers and common

citizens. In this mobile
unit, services like eye
check-up and blood dona-
tion will be provided by the
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club by organizing
camps in the villages and
other places.

Under this, Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club has been provid-
ed with a mobile public
service vehicle by the state
government In which work
will be done to collect blood
for blood donation and eye
check up camps will be or-

ganised. For eye examina-
tion, the vehicle has manual
lens examination as well as
state-of-the-art machines
like autoref and slit lamp,
which will also provide
computerized eye checkup
and internal eye examina-
tion. Along with this, Remi
Company’s blood storage is
also available in the unit, in
which blood will be collect-
ed after screening the blood
donor and stored in this
storage and then sent to the
blood banks.

CM sanctions crores for development
works in Dongargaon VS

Dongargaon, Nov 13:
During his Bhent-
Mulaqat visit in
Dongargaon today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel sanctioned crores
for the development of
Dongargaon assembly
constituency. Chief
Minister Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid stone for
development works
worth Rs 80.27 cr for the
assembly constituency at
Circuit House
Dongargaon. These in-
clude laying of stone for
61 works worth Rs 74.81
cr and inauguration of 5
works worth Rs 5.46 cr.
The development works
for which stone was laid
include 50 works worth
Rs 40.40 cr under Jal
Jeevan Mission of Public
Health Engineering
Division Rajnandgaon
Department, one work
worth Rs 15 lakh under
Executive Engineer
Rural Engineering
Services Division
R a j n a n d g a o n
Department, eight works
worth Rs 2 crore under

Executive Engineer
Water Resources
Division Rajnandgaon
Department, one work
worth Rs 18.66 cr under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, one work
worth Rs 10.60 cr under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, one work
worth 68.37 lakh under
Executive Engineer
Public Works
Department, 3 works
worth Rs 1 crore 3 lakh 64
thousand under the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer’s Department and
three works worth Rs
93.52 lakh under the
Executive Engineer
Project Implementation
Unit Number-1

R a j n a n d g a o n
Department.

Likewise, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has inaugurated
following works on the
occasion- one develop-
ment work of Rs. 2.85 cr
under Executive
Engineer, Water
Resources Division,
R a j n a n d g a o n
Department, one work
worth Rs 75.23 lakh
under Executive
Engineer Public Works
Department, one work
worth Rs 73.73 lakh
under Executive
Engineer Public Works
Department and works
worth Rs 62 lakh under
Chief Medical and
Health Officer
Department.

‘Important Role of NSS Volunteers in
Nation Building’ : Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 13: The in-
auguration of a ten-day pre-
Republic Day Parade Camp
(Central Region) of
National Service Scheme
took place at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a Central
University), under the
Chairmanship of
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal and
Rajneesh Singh, MLA,
Beltara Assembly. On this
occasion, A.S. Kabir,
Regional Director of NSS
(M.P.-Chhattisgarh region)
and Dr. Dilip Jha,
Coordinator of the National
Service Scheme unit of the
University, were present.
This ten-day (12 to 21
November, 2022) pre-RDC
camp was organized under

the joint aegis of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
Bilaspur and Regional
Directorate of National
Service Scheme, Bhopal at
the Rajat Jayanti Sabhagar
of the University.

Presiding over at the in-
auguration function of the
camp, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
who is also the patron of the
camp, said that Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
is one of the leading univer-
sities in the country where
NSS and NCC have been in-
cluded as subjects under the
National Education Policy
2020. Applauding the volun-
teers dressed in traditional
costumes of their respective
states on the occasion of in-

auguration, he said that it
seems as if the stars have
come down from the sky.
This picture shows the
unity in diversity of India.
Referring to the volunteers
as “precious heritage of the
country”, Professor
Chakrawal said that the vol-
unteers of the National
Service Scheme have an im-
portant role in building a
strong nation.

The Chief Guest of the
inaugural session, Rajneesh
Singh, Beltara MLA, said
that this training will infuse
positive energy in the lives
of the volunteers. He said
that the students who have
reached here after hard
work and discipline, they all
deserve congratulations. He
said that under the leader-
ship of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Chakrawal, Guru
Ghasidas University is set-
ting many standards at the
international level. This is
evidenced by such efforts of
Professor Chakrawal such
as the establishment of the
prestigious “Mahima Guru
Shodh Peeth” here, for the
first time in this region and
having the National Service

Scheme pre-Republic Day
Camp (Central Region)
which is being organized
and many other initiatives
by the university in the last
one year which have created
standards, which will shine
like the sun on the interna-
tional stage. Mr Singh con-
gratulated all the students
who have come for selection
and extended his best wish-
es to them.

A.S. Kabir, Regional
Director of National
Service Scheme (Central
Region) said in the wel-
come address that the main
objective of this 10-day pre-
Republic Day camp is to
make selections of volun-
teers for the parade of the
Republic Day celebrations
organized on the Kartavya
Path. Have to choose. Out of
200 volunteers participat-
ing in this camp, 40 will be
selected to participate in
the Republic Day parade.
Expressing gratitude to the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University for organizing
the pre-Republic Day pa-
rade camp, the Regional
Director, Mr. Kabir said
that under his patronage

we are getting constant
support and guidance
everyday.

The Registrar of the
University, Professor
Manish Srivastava said in
his address that the
National Service Scheme is
a complete life philosophy
whose main objective is to
serve others by going be-
yond oneself with the
motto of “You, not I” i.e.
selfless service of others
and this is also a universal
philosophy.

The dignitaries were
honored by presenting me-
mentos. At the end of the
program, Dr. Dilip Jha,
Coordinator of the
National Service Scheme of
the University, presented
the vote of thanks. The pro-
gram was conducted by Dr.
Sonia Sthapak, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education. On this occa-
sion, officials of PIB, NSS
officials from other univer-
sities, Deans of various
Schools of the university,
heads of departments, offi-
cers, teaching staff and a
large number of students
were present.

Intelligence Fest-2022 celebrated in KPS Dunga
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1133::  Krishna Public
School, (KPS) Dunda, organised
intelligence fest in the school
premises on November 11 and
12. The School has been provid-
ing this platform since 2012 that
offers the young talents a junc-
ture for the imagination, expres-
sion, inquisition and exploration.
The competition was cate-
gorised in 3 Groups- A , B, C 
and D.

Spell Bee Competition was
conducted to shoot up the lin-
guistic talent. Students were
appraised for interpersonal
intelligence through debate. The
poem recitation was the medium
to enhance the Musical
Intelligence of the learners. The
logical intelligence of the stu-
dents were marked through
Brain Wave and Numerical
Inquest. Drawing and Painting
Snapshot and Heritage Quiz-
’Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ were
held to judge the  Spatial intelli-
gence. Web-O- Gaming-
Codeathlon was organised to
encourage students to build
original and functional prototype
of an application. The naturalis-
tic intelligence of the students
emerged through ‘Paryavaran
Paheli’.

The two days landmark
authenticated the participation
from 25 renowned schools name-
ly Dronacharya Public School ,
KPS Sarona, Pranavanada
Academy, Aadarsh Vidyalaya,
Shivam Educational Academy
Chhattisgarh Public School Gyan
Ganga Academy, Shri Gujarati
English medium School, KPS
international Theresian
Academy, KPS Tulsi, Shivam
Educational Academy, Aditya

Birla Public School, Abhyuday
School, Vicon School, Shankar
Nagar, Brighton international,
NH Goel World School, KPS
Avanti Vihar,Delhi Public School
KPS Dunda, KPS Tulssi, KPS
Tendua markedly their presence
with high enthusiasm and desire
to earn glare and glory.

The recital of the aspirants in
the Poem Recitation was cher-
ished by Ms. Priya Khurana and
Ms. Anupama Lama who hon-
oured the judgement desk.
Saransh Sinha DPS Raipur, Nidhi
Kumari Vicon School Amayra
Sarang, DPS Raipur, were
declared as winners. Mridul
Gilda of KPS Pulgaon bagged the
Runner -Up Position in Poem
Recitation.

Ms. Anjali Mule and
Mohammed Faiz Khan honoured
the judgement desk and assisted
the participants of Debate
Competition. Group C Akshita
Jain, NH Goel World School and
Group D Ekansh NS
Sharma,KPSDunda were
declared as the winner of Debate
Competition. Peehul Chaudhary
and Samarth Kalwani of KPS
Tulssi bagged Runner up posi-
tion.

Story Telling Competition was
judged by ProtimaGoswami.
Group B, Rajshri Nanda was
declared as winner. Advita

Agrawal bagged the Runner Up
Position.Group B,Sarthak Mehta
was declared as winner and
Rishika Patel bagged Runner Up
Position.

In Spell Bee Competition
Group C, DPS Raipur was
declared as winner. KPS Dunda
bagged Runner-Up Position. In
Heritage Quiz-’Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav,’Junior, Group C
Lekhraj Mahant and Srijan
Bhimseria of  KPS Tulssi was
declared as winner. Snighdha
Mohanty and Mahek Jain bagged
Runner Up Position. Group D
Shreeansh Naidu and Utkarsh
Dewangan of KPS Dunda were
declared winners. Shubhaukar
Bamalia and Khushi Dubey of N
H GOEL bagged Runner-Up
Position.

In Paryavaran Paheli’ Group B
,KPS Dunda was declared as the
winner. Group D Abhyuday
School bagged the Runner Up
Position.

Ms. Vibha Choubey graced
the judgement desk and encour-
aged the participants of Drawing
Competition.

Group A ,1st Position was
bagged by Amrita Mandal of
KPS Dunda. Raghuram of
Dronacharya secured 2nd
Position. Group B,1st Position
was bagged by Patleen Gill ,KPS
Dunda. Second postion was

secured by Aditi
V i s h v a k a r m a , S h i v a m
Educational Academy. In Face
Painting Soumya Yadav of
Gujrati English School bagged
1st position. Second position
was secured by Roopansh
Kashyab of AadarshVidyalaya.

Vivekanand Tiwari graced the
judgement desk and motivated
the participants of Brain Wave.

Group C ,Sachpreet Kaur NH
Goel, bagged 1st position. Shristi
Bhujbal of KPS Dunda secured
2nd position. Group D, Bhumika
Singh of N.H. Goel bagged 1st
position and Sneegdha Dubey
secured 2nd position.

In Numerical Inquest from
Senior Group KPS Dunda was
declared as the winner. Aadarsh
Vidyalaya bagged the Runner Up
Position. Junior Group, Aditi
Gupta and Sarav Pinjani of DPS
Raipur were declared as the win-
ner. Runner Ups were kalash
Kumar and Chaitanya of
Brighton International School.

In Web-O-Gaming-
Codeathlon, Group D, Rahul
Pandey and Kaveri Pately of KPS
International were declared as
the winner.

One of our core beliefs about
academic success is that hard
work, determination, and consis-
tent effort are key elements in
achieving success. All of the
above is only possible within a
firm but fair code of discipline.

The Principal, Krishna Public
School, Priyanka Tripathi
expressed her deep felt grati-
tude to the judges, escorting
teachers of the participating
schools and congratulated all
winners for competing in the
global market.

E ducation is key to the
global integrated frame-

work of sustainable develop-
ment goals. Education is at
the heart of the efforts to
adapt to change and to trans-
form the world within which
we live. A quality basic educa-
tion is the necessary founda-
tion for learning throughout
life in a complex and rapidly
changing world, and plays a
pivotal role in driving the
development of the region
and nation at large. 

Facilitating the fulfillment
of sustainable development
goal 4 that aims to ‘Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote life-
long learning opportunities
for all’ by 2030, BALCO is
enabling a transformative
change in the region of
Chhattisgarh through its vari-
ous interventions to spread
education. The company’s
endeavors in the field of edu-
cation range from pre-primary
education through NandGhars
to higher education with spe-
cial emphasis on technical
education and promoting digi-
tal education through Project
Connect and vocational edu-
cation through Vedanta Skill
School.  
NNaannddGGhhaarr  ffaacciilliittaattiinngg  hhoolliissttiicc

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  
iinn  eeaarrllyy  ssttaaggeess

NandGhars are a transfor-
mative leap dedicated to ben-
efit rural children and women
in India. A measure undertak-
en by Vedanta under the Anil
Agarwal Foundation Initiative,
together with the Ministry of
Women and Child
Development (MoWCD), the
project aims to ensure that
rural India is not left behind in
India’s march towards
progress. The state-of-the-art
Anganwadis in the form of
NandGhars are proving to be a
model resource centre for the
community. 

Through NandGhars BALCO
is striving to facilitate a con-
ducive learning environment
with the help of multiple inter-
ventions in order to ensure
that a child can develop to its
full potential and contribute

towards the socio-economic
development of the country. 

Aiming to ensure the holis-
tic development of children
during their formative years,
NandGhars are also educating
females regarding the ways
and means to cook nutritious
meals and importance of
nutrition to prevent malnour-
ishment. Over 3100 pregnant
and lactating women have
been educated till now in
Chhattisgarh. 

PPrroojjeecctt  CCoonnnneecctt  iimmpprroovviinngg
sscchhooooll  eedduuccaattiioonn  

Inclusive development
hinges upon ensuring quality
education. Proper schooling
prepares individuals for social
and civic responsibility, builds
social capital and encourages
effective cognitive develop-
ment. In line with this, Project
Connect initiated in the year
2016, is supplementing the
community’s needs for quality
education especially in
Science, English,
Mathematics and
Accountancy (SEMA) through
field instructors and volun-
teers from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The Project main-
ly focuses on improving the
learning environment in gov-
ernment schools by working
on improving students’
grades, capacity building of
teachers and career coun-
selling through employee vol-
unteerism. 

Strengthening students’
academic and extracurricular
performance the project inter-
venes through a fourfold
strategy of conducting regular
classes, remedial classes,
working with dropout stu-
dents and organizing summer
and winter camps. 

The regular classes have

benefitted over 2500 students
through direct intervention in
six government schools on
SEMA (Science, English, Math
& Accountancy) subjects. The
remedial classes have benefit-
ted over 200 students from
neighbouring communities
through regular doubt ses-
sions in evening. 
VVeeddaannttaa  SSkkiillll  SScchhooooll  lliinnkkiinngg

eedduuccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  lliivveelliihhoooodd
With objective of empower-

ing youth with employability
skills, through imparting skill
development education to
them, BALCO partnered with
Learnet Skills Limited to
establish the Vedanta Skill
School in Korba, in 2010. 

The Vedanta Skill School
imparts free residential train-
ing in six trades, including
food & beverage, welding,
sewing machine operation,
solar PV technician, electri-
cian and fitter. The 45-65 days
training programme is
designed as per the National
Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) guide-
lines, and Vedanta Skill School
imparts these trainings in con-
vergence with government
schemes like Mukhya Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(MMKVY), NABARD, Skill
India Impact Bond (SIIB) and
National institute of Solar
Energy (NISE). The success of
the skill school at Korba led to
the established of two more
centres at Mainpat and
Kawardha in year 2017 and
2018 respectively. Till date,
more than 10,000 youth from
Chhattisgarh have been
trained at the three skill
schools and have found
employment in various indus-
tries across the country.  

The organization is also

making quality education
accessible in Balconagar,
Korba through BALCO sup-
ported Delhi Public School
which was established in the
year 2012 to provide quality
education to the children liv-
ing in and around Balco
Township. The school is affili-
ated to the Central Board of
Secondary Education, New
Delhi. 

Talking about BALCO’s
intervention towards making
education accessible, Mr.
Abhijit Pati, CEO & Director,
BALCO, said, “At BALCO, edu-
cation is a key pillar in our
community development
endeavours. With the right
skills and education, our
youth can play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India.
Through the multiple proj-
ects, we aim to foster educa-
tion for different age groups
along with promoting
avenues for skill development
among the local youth, help-
ing them avail opportunities
to learn employable skills,
thus paving way for their
financial security and holistic
development. BALCO believes
in enabling each individual in
the community with the
resources they need to
empower themselves, and our
various community develop-
ment programmes are aligned
to that vision.” 

Sharing her opinions, Riny
Dubey, Principal, Government
School, Godhi, said, “BALCO
is helping us to create a con-
ducive learning environment
for our students which is
highly commendable. Our
student will certainly reap the
benefits of these interven-
tions and will further lead the
development in the region.”

Sharing her experience,
Amrita Pando, Vedanta Skill
School Student, said, “Joining
skill school is a major mile-
stone in my professional jour-
ney as the institute has played
a crucial role in building my
skill set. I feel extremely
thankful to BALCO for
enabling me to support

my family financially.”
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Police declared a
reward of Rs 10 K on
absconding rape
accused

Members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club to provide
their services in this
vehicle

Inaugurates and lays
stone for devp works
worth Rs 80.27 cr

‘Central University is
creating high-level
standards’: Rajneesh
Singh

Ten-day pre-Republic
Day Parade camp
(Central Zone) of NSS
begins in CU

BALCO is driving development in Chhattisgarh
by transforming education for all age groups
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Camp in schools to provide caste certificates 
Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, Nov 13:
According to the instruc-
tions of the state govern-
ment, camps are being or-
ganized in the schools to
provide important docu-
ments and caste certifi-
cates to the children in the
district.

As per the instructions
of District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, caste cer-
tificates are being made
available to the children
by organizing special
camps in 11 centers of de-
velopment block
Baikunthpur.

The duty of principal,
headmasters, teachers and
patwaris has been im-
posed for arrangements in
the camp, due to which
necessary documents for

certification are being pre-
pared at the camp site. The
camp being organized for
the purpose of providing

100 percent caste certifi-
cates to the children is to
be organized from 09 to 30
November.

Jyotsna Mahant takes part in Bharat Jodo Padyatra
Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 13: MP
Jyotsna Mahant also took
part in Bharat Jodo
Padyatra, from village
Dumdum near Kotmi,
moving forward in the
same link as that of,
Bharat Jodo Padyatra
started by INC leader
Rahul Gandhi.

In this padyatra under
the leadership of Korba
Lok Sabha MP Jyotsna
Mahant, Marwahi MLA
Dr. KK Dhruv and Tana
Khar MLA Mohit
Kerketta and
Manendragarh MLA
Gulab Kamro, Marwahi
district in-charge Vishnu
Yadav, Youth Commission
members Uttam Vasudev
and Archana Porte as well
as District Congress

Committee President
Manoj Gupta and Youth
Congress district presi-
dent Aman Sharma and
Mahila Congress district

president Gajmoti Bhanu,
Chhattisgarh Congress
Seva Dal State Secretary
Ratan Kesarwani Nagar
Panchayat President

Pendra Rakesh Jalan,
Pendra Block President
Prashant Shriwas
Marwahi Block President
Bechu Ahiresh and others
took part.

In her address at the
said closing programme,
Jyotsna Mahant, speaking
about the double charac-
ter of the BJP along with
the information about the
public welfare schemes of
the Chhattisgarh state
government, said, people
are suffering due to the ex-
orbitant rate of inflation
by pretending to be good
days.

Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhurva in his address
also said there is a lot of
difference in the state-
ment of BJP; and it works
only opposite to what it
speaks.

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Nov 13: In
Janpad Panchayat Kasdol,
the former president
Gauridevi Singh was re-
moved by passing a no-
confidence motion by the
members last month by
making several allega-
tions, after which under
the Panchayat Act, letter
number 10 / sub-section.
Panch / Panchayat
Election / 2022.
Balodabazar, under sec-

tion 28 of the Chhattisgarh
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993,
proceedings of by-election
for the post of President
has been declared.

The bye-election will be
held on November 14 at 11
am in the office of Janpad
Panchayat Kasdol. It is
worth mentioning that as
soon as the notification
has been issued for the by-
election for the post of
President in Kasdol
Janpad Panchayat, there
has been an increase in

the activism among the
public representatives and
for the post of President,
25 district members will
exercise their vote.

If sources are to be be-
lieved, district member
Siddhant Mishra is from
BJP and district member
Ishwar Patel from BJP is
in front as a strong con-
tender for the post of pres-
ident.

Here it's worth to men-
tion that in such a situa-
tion, the claimants for the

post of Speaker may in-
crease and differences
may increase which is not
good for the health of the
Janpad Panchayat, and in
this regard, most of the
members have opined that
that if former Legislative
Assembly Speaker, former
MLA Gaurishankar
Agarwal intervenes and
decides the name of any
one, then the election can
go smoothly, as both the
candidates are workers of
Aggarwal.

Raut Nacha Mahotsav mesmerizes audience
Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Nov 13: Raut
Nacha Mahotsav was or-
ganized at the local high
school ground on Friday.
In thus event dance teams
from different regions par-
ticipated and presented
Raut Nacha in their own
style. The team of Sirgitti
Tar Bahar got the first
place in the program or-
ganized by Raut Nacha
Mahotsav Samiti Masturi
this year.

On the other hand,
Parsada Bharni got sec-
ond place, Khamtarai
third place, Bharni fourth
place, Kekati fifth place,
Padhar sixth place and
Darrighat and Mopka's
dance troupe got seventh
place.

Former MLA Dilip
Lahariya, a guest in this
Rawat dance festival,
while addressing the gath-
ering said that the ancient
tradition is still celebrated
harmoniously with mutu-
al brotherhood. As a de-
scendant of King Nandraj,
you people have an invalu-

able contribution in sav-
ing nature.

Today Yaduvanshi
Nitya has a different iden-
tity not only in the country
but also in foreign coun-
tries. Ramesh Yadu
presided over the pro-
gramme. Dr. Somnath

Yadav, Block President
Nagendra Rai, Jayant
Manhar, Premchand Jaisi,
District Panchayat
Member Kiran Santosh
Yadav, Nitesh Singh,
Ashok Rajwal,
Chandraprakash Surya,
Ramnarayan Rathore,

Rajju Bhargava, Sunil
Patel, Vinod Singh were
special guest. Yadav fami-
ly including Dilip Kumar
Yadav, President Kanhaiya
Yadav, Rahul, Manoj,Bijul,
Shubham, Raghu, Ajay,
Rupesh Yadav were pres-
ent on this occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 13: Under
the paddy procurement
campaign that started
from November 1 in the
district, the purchase of
paddy is going on from the
farmers of the district at
support price. Paddy pro-
curement has started in all
123 procurement centers of
the district. So far 8478
farmers have sold
308862.00 quintals of paddy
in the district. Its total
amount is Rs 63.10 crores.

Initially, the arrival of
thick and thin variety of
paddy in the committees is
more in the committees.
All arrangements have
been made in the procure-
ment centers for the con-
venience of the farmers.
Token is being issued by
the committee and mobile
app Token Tumhar Hath
for the convenience of the
farmers.

Farmers are getting to-
kens sitting at home, due
to which there is joy in
them. Now they do not
have to make rounds of the

committee for tokens.
Tokens have been issued to
2439 farmers for 14
November 2022, out of
which 468 tokens have

been received by farmers
from their mobiles.

More than 106818.00
quintals of paddy will be
procured through the token

issued. The nodal officer of
the cooperative bank, DD
Dehare said that necessary
arrangements have been
made for the farmers in all
the centers so that they do
not face any problems in
selling their paddy.

The amount of paddy
sold on support price is
being paid to the farmers
through all the 19 bank
branches of the district.
So far, 1421 farmers have
been paid more than 10
crores through online.
Loans of 18 crores have
also been recovered from
the farmers.

The lifting of paddy
from the committees has
also started. Paddy is
being transported by the
millers of Durg and
Raipur. So far 11576 quin-
tals of paddy have been
lifted in 33 procurement
centers. The lifting from
the remaining centers will
start soon.

Guru Nanak Jayanti 
celebrated with gaiety

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Nov 13: The
553rd Prakash Parv of
Guru Nanak Dev was cele-
brated with great pomp by
the revered Sindhi
Panchayat at Gaurela, the
headquarters of district
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi.
Prabhat pheri was taken
out in the whole city by

Sindhi society, starting
from the 1st of this month.
The day ended on Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

Langar Prasad was or-
ganized after Bhog Sahib
and Bhajan Kirtan at 10:00
in the morning. The oath
was administered to all
the newly appointed mem-
bers by Leelaram
Shivdasani and former
President Rajkumar

Methwani.
President Jaiprakash

Shivdasani, Vice
President Raja Tharwani
and Kishor Manwani,
Secretary Mahesh
Shivdasani, Co-Secretary
Vijay Rama and Treasurer
Gopi Saamani were ap-
pointed. There was full co-
operation of all the people
of the society in the said
program.

CKVGS celebrates Maharshi
Kashyap Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Seepat, Nov 13: Shri
C h a n d r a p u r i h a
Kasaundhan Vaishya
Gupta Samaj (CKVGS) cele-
brated Maharshi Kashyap
Jayanti on Tuesday with
devotion. With the attrac-
tive Karma dance team a
procession was taken out
from Shivdayal Bhavan and
after passing through
Navadih Square reached
Mangal Bhavan where it
culminated into a mass
meeting.

The procession was wel-
comed on the way through
bursting of crackers and
showering of flowers.
Masturi MLA Dr
Krishnamurti Bandhi was
the chief guest.
Congratulating the com-

munity as a whole Dr
Bandhi Vaishya Gupta
Samaj is an asset for the
Chhattisgarh and unity is
their biggest strength. He
announced a grant of Rs 6
lakh for the community.

Special Guest and Zilla
Panchayat speaker Rahul
Sonwani was also all praise
for the unity and organiza-
tional strength of the com-
munity. He announced for a
crematorium and one bor-

ing for the community.
Fishman Welfare Board

vice president Rajendra
Dheewar chaired over the
programme. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
the secretary Himanshu
Gupta and joint secretary
Harish Gupta proposed
vote of thanks. Earlier the
children presented attrac-
tive dance to present a rich
cultural heritage of the
community.

The senior members of
the community were hon-
oured with shreefal and
garlanded in the pro-
gramme. In memory of
Late Santosh Gupta, father
Late Jagdish Gupta who
had donated his body for
the medical science, his son
Satyam was honoured with
shreefal and memento.
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Road patch work commences
from Chaubebandha Bridge

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 13: The effect
of the instructions and an-
nouncements of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is visible at the ground
level. In the district, about
153 km of roads are to be
repaired on various
routes in Gariaband dis-
tric and 50 km of roads
are to be repaired on dif-
ferent routes of Public
Works Sub-division Rajim
alone, which is in very di-
lapidated condition.

The distance of 3 km
from Rajim to Rajim
Parswani Chaubebandha
bridge had become very
dilapidated and after the
news published promi-
nently in the administra-
tion swung into action and
the statement of the re-

sponsible officials
emerged that the roads
would be improved after
the rains ended. The roads
are being packed with bal-
last and though its creat-
ing problem for com-
muters, people are happy
that the roads and pits will
be filled.

It is noteworthy that
Chaubebandha is a single

road, and accordingly, the
roads should be main-
tained as hundreds of ve-
hicles are running day
and night from Amlidih
and Doomkadih in
Dhamtari district and
Sindhauri and
Chaubebandha at high
speed filled with sand and
as colonies are formed
along there is also infor-

mation that  people espe-
cially kids are getting dis-
turbed due to movement
of heavy movers at night
hours.Nita Ramteke, SDO,
Public Works Sub-
Division, Rajim, said that
funds have been approved
for the repair of 153 km of
dilapidated roads in the
district, whose work has
started.

Total 30,886 quintal paddy procured so far in the district

By-election for President declared
Janpad Panchayat Kasdol
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Broken roads, waterlogging, garbage mismanagement among key issues
New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Broken roads, waterlog-
ging and garbage misman-
agement are some of the
key issues that the resi-
dents in the national capi-
tal have been facing for
years, according to the
Residents’ Welfare
Association (RWA) of
north, east and south
Delhi.

President of north Delhi
RWA, Ashok Bhasin said
80 per cent of the roads in
their area are broken and
sewer lines around the
slums need to be fixed.

“The biggest issue that
we have been facing for the
last 3 to 4 years is broken
roads. Condition of these
roads and gullies (streets)
are pathetic and 80 per
cent of the roads need to

be repaired. Even the
sewer lines around the
slum area are in the same
condition,” Bhasin told
PTI.

He also mentioned the
rise in property taxes, user
charges for cleanliness in
the society and “ineffi-
cient” management of
problems raised by the so-
cieties as other issues of
concern among the resi-

dents.
“What has the

Municipal Corporation in
Delhi (MCD) given the res-
idents in the last 15 years?
They have provided us
with zero benefits.
Residents are being threat-
ened and charged fines in
the name of pollution by
the authorities. Politicians
are busy focusing on pub-
licity rather than working

for development for the
public,” he said.

B S Vohra, president of
east Delhi RWA said the
civic body needs to focus
mainly on the civic infra-
structure in the eastern
part of the union territory.

He said due to improper
drainage systems, resi-
dents face waterlogging is-
sues during the rainy sea-
son.

100 new colleges in next 5 years
by upgrading dist hospitals

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI): 

The Union Health
Ministry has drawn a pro-
posal to set up 100 new med-
ical colleges by 2027 by up-
grading district hospitals
under the fourth phase of a
scheme that aims to boost
the availability of human re-
sources for the health sector.
The colleges will be set up
under the centrally spon-
sored scheme for the “estab-
lishment of new medical col-
leges by upgrading district
or referral hospitals” at an
estimated cost of Rs 325
crore per college on the basis
of central and state share of
60:40, official sources told
PTI. The funding pattern for
the northeastern and special
category states is in the ratio
of 90:10 between the Centre
and the state. The
Department of Expenditure

has approved the proposal of
the Health ministry, and a
cabinet note in this regard
has already been drafted, of-
ficial sources said. In the last
three phases, 157 medical col-
leges were approved, and 93
of them have become func-
tional while others are at dif-
ferent stages of construc-
tion. These proposed 100
medical colleges will be set
up in 100 districts which
have a population of more
than 10 lakhs and where
there is no private or govern-
ment medical colleges. “The
proposal to set up 100 med-
ical colleges by upgrading
district hospitals in the
fourth phase of the scheme
has been approved by the
Expenditure Finance
Committee (EFC), after
which a Cabinet note has
been prepared,” an official
source said.

Family of brain dead 8-yr-old girl donates organs

New Delhi,Nov 13 (PTI): 

In less than 24 hours,
AIIMS Delhi saw a second
instance in which a family
donated the organs of a
brain dead girl, giving a
new lease of life to two chil-
dren, officials said on
Sunday.

Earlier, the family mem-
bers of an 18-month-old girl
who was declared brain
dead, donated her organs,
offering life to two and vi-
sion to two other children.

Mansi from Mathura in
Uttar Pradesh had fallen
down from a height at her
home on November 2. The
eight-year-old girl suffered
severe brain damage and
was declared brain dead on

November 11, Professor of
Neurosurgery at AIIMS, Dr
Deepak Gupta told PTI.

With the consent of her
parents, her liver and a kid-
ney were transplanted in a
five-year-old who was un-
dergoing treatment at
Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences Hospital
here. The other kidney was
given to a child aged 12
years, who was on peri-
toneal dialysis for over five
years and there was no suit-
able donor in the family. She
had been undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS.

Mansi’s corneas and
heart valves have been pre-
served to be used in other
children.

“During the counselling,
Mansi’s parents were told
about Rolly’s story of organ
donation after which they
understood the concept of
brain death and the need for
organ donation,” he said.

The parents of 6-year-old
Rolly Prajapati, who was de-
clared brain dead following
a gunshot injury, had donat-
ed her vital organs — heart,
liver, kidneys and corneas
— in April this year.

In Mansi’s case, organ
procurement team from Jai
Prakash Narayan Apex
Trauma Centre and Organ
Retreival Banking
Organisation, AIIMS and
National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
came together in facilitat-
ing the organ retrieval and
transplantation process.

Dr Rajendra Prasad
Centre for Ophthalmic
Sciences, AIIMS will do the
corneal transplant in the
coming weeks, Dr Gupta
said. “I believe Rolly’s case
has given a clear message to
everyone to increase sensiti-
sation in families towards
this noble case. After that
case, donations from chil-

dren have been taking place
at AIIMS,” he said. He ad-
vised parents to ensure that
their balconies are at least
twice the height of their
children, saying fall from a
height is the biggest killer
among them in India.
“Children often end up
climbing the railing in bal-
cony unprotected and fall
over many such children
die or sustain severe head
injuries. Such deaths and
injuries are completely pre-
ventable,” he told PTI.
Awareness on organ dona-
tion in rural background is
still lacking big time. Most
refusals come from senior
members of the family who
haven’t heard of organ do-
nations, he said.

India has 0.4 per million
organ donation rates ( low-
est in the world). USA and
Spain have 50 per million
population organ donation
rates currently.

Rains to recede, Stalin
to inspect delta region

Chennai, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Sunday said he would
soon be inspecting rain-
affected areas in the
Cauvery delta region.

After inspecting areas
in north Chennai, Stalin
said he would be visiting
Sirkazhi in
Mayilduthurai district
on November 14. “People
said there is no rain
water stagnation in most
(North Chennai) areas,”
the Chief Minister said
on his visit to city areas.
From Monday, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department has forecast
a significant decrease in
rainfall activity in Tamil
Nadu and nearby
Puducherry.

Sirkazhi in the
Cauvery delta district of
Mayiladuthirai wit-
nessed extremely heavy
rainfall affecting stand-
ing crops and normal
life. Electricity distribu-
tion infrastructure was
hit. Sirkazhi saw a
record 44 CM, all-time
high for this specific re-
gion and highest in
Tamil Nadu during the
24-hour period that
ended on the morning of
November 12. Several
other areas in the delta
zone has recorded heavy
rainfall.

Electricity Minister
Senthil Balaji inspected
repair and restoration
work in Sirkazhi and
lauded the state-run elec-
tricity corporation work-
ers for their dedication to
restore uninterrupted
power supply.

In a bulletin, the IMD
said: “Significant reduc-
tion in rainfall over
south peninsular India
from November 14.” The
Saturday’s low pressure
area over north coastal
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
& neighbourhood “now
lies over southeast
Arabian sea off Kerala
coast.”

The associated cy-
clonic circulation ex-
tends up to mid tropos-
pheric levels and a
trough runs over south-
west Bay of Bengal in
lower levels, it said.
Intermittent rainfall con-
tinued on Sunday as well
in many regions of the
State. In view of the
showers, areas here and
those on the outskirts,
several regions across
Tamil Nadu were inun-
dated and reservoirs re-
ceived copious inflows.

The IMD has already
predicted the likelihood
of a fresh low pressure
area forming over south-
east Bay of Bengal and
adjoining Andaman sea
by November 16 or after.

SP leader targets BJP for
raising UCC issue 

Sambhal (UP), Nov 13 (PTI): 

Targeting the BJP, Lok
Sabha member and
Samajwadi Party leader
Shafiqur Rahman Barq
on Sunday alleged that
they are raising divisive
issues such as the
Uniform Civil Code to
benefit in the 2024 general
elections.

The MP from Sambhal,
without naming the BJP,
also said this time, they
will hardly win 50 seats as
the Opposition will fight
unitedly.

“They (BJP) term a
mosque a temple and
raise issues such as the

Uniform Civil Code that is
of hatred and does not
unite hearts... Since the
2024 elections are there,
they are doing it so that
all Hindus associate them-
selves with it in the name
of Hindu-Muslim ha-
tred,” Barq said.

The 92-year-old told re-
porters that all Hindus
are not bad. “The one in
the Congress and under-
taking the Bharat Jodo
Yatra (apparently refer-
ring to Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi). Is Sharad
Pawar not a Hindu? Is
Akhilesh Yadav not a
Hindu?” he said.

They (the BJP) wants
Hindus who are associat-
ed with other parties to
also join them in the 2024
polls, Barq said.

Asked about temple-
mosque dispute cases, the
Samajwadi Party MP
said, “They see a temple
in every mosque. Muslims
are not so weak that they
will allow their mosques
to be made into temples.”

He was apparently re-
ferring to the Gyanvapi
mosque-Shringar Gauri
case of Varanasi and the
Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi
Masjid case of Mathura.

“It is our mosque and
the responsibility to
guard (it) is that of our
community. It has to be
protected as it is dearer to
us than our lives. We have
to answer to allah after
our death, if there is any
injustice to it (mosque),”
the MP said.

Preparations underway for
Prez’s two-day J’khand visit
R a n c h i / D e o g h a r
(Jharkhand), Nov 13
(PTI): Preparations are un-
derway in full swing for
President Droupadi
Murmu’s two-day visit to
Jharkhand from Monday.

Murmu, in her first visit
to the state after becoming
the President, will visit
Birsa Munda’s village in
Khunti district on the occa-
sion of the legendary tribal
freedom fighter’s birth an-
niversary on Tuesday and
also take part in the
Jharkhand Foundation Day

celebrations on the same
day. The former Jharkhand
governor will arrive at
Deoghar Airport on
Monday afternoon and offer
prayers at Baba Badiyanath
Dham Temple, a district of-
ficial said, adding she will
then fly to Ranchi. Deoghar
Deputy Commissioner
Manjunath Bhajantri, in an
official statement, said that
the administration has en-
sured elaborate security
arrangements in view of
the President’s visit and
entry of devotees to the tem-

ple has been prohibited
from 9 am to 3.30 pm.

District Superintendent
of Police Subhash Chandra
Jat told PTI, “We are fully
prepared for the President’s
visit to the temple town.”
After reaching Ranchi, she
will stay the night at Raj
Bhavan. Roads from Ranchi
Airport to Raj Bhavan have
been cleaned, street lights
repaired, dividers freshly
painted, and unwarranted
banners and hoardings re-
moved, another official
said.

Four Ladakh girls pursuing NEET dreams
Srinagar, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Kargil native Taslima
Naaz is currently undergo-
ing a rigorous academic
coaching in Kashmir as
part of the Army’s presti-
gious Super 50 pro-
gramme, and the 18-year-
old says she is determined
to secure admission in a
good medical college for
an MBBS course before
going back to her home-
town.

She is among the four
girls from Ladakh Union
Territory — three from
Kargil and one from Leh
— who have been chosen
this year after a tough
screening process under
the educational pro-
gramme of the Army that
coaches 50 youths for the
competitive NEET exami-
nation.

“I always knew that I
wanted to become a doctor,
and pursuing that dream
brought me from Kargil to
Srinagar. After qualifying
in the written exam, I was
called for an interview and
then finally selected. I got
to know about the Super 50
programme through an
advertisement,” Naaz told
PTI. She says her father
runs a shop in Kargil and
mother is a housewife. She
has an elder sister and a
younger brother who is in
primary school.

“I finished by class 12
this year from a private

school. My sister is an en-
gineer and she is my first
and closest inspiration to
do well in life. I will make
her and my family proud,”
Naaz said.

PTI recently visited the
Army facility located in
Haft Chinar in Srinagar,
where the programme is
being run, and interacted
with some of the students,
and a representative of the
Kanpur-based NGO, which
is a partner in this pro-
gramme, along with a PSU
through its corporate so-
cial responsibility-related
activity.

The current programme
evolved out of the Super 30
initiative that began in
2018 and initially only 30
boys from Jammu and
Kashmir were selected
and trained for the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for
the undergraduate-level,
the representative of the
NGO said.

“Since 2021, 20 girls have
also been added to it, and
so it is called Super 50. Out
of these 20 girls, four are
from Ladakh region, three
from Jammu and rest 13
from Kashmir region.
Maximum number (seven)
of girl students, who have
joined are from
Ganderbal, and five are
from Kupwara, and one
from Shopian,” he told
PTI.

The programme intends

to make the candidates
“supremely focussed” on
their goals, and before
signing up, they have to
leave their mobile phones
behind with their family
members.

Social media turns out
to be a big distraction for
them, so phones are not al-
lowed, he said.

But, there is a landline
phone in the campus,
which can be accessed at a
designated time or for any
emergency situation, the
representative added.

“We focus on our stud-
ies, which is what we are
here for. Our parents have
big hopes from us.
Sacrificing use of mobile
phone for a certain dura-
tion, if it helps in building
our career, it is fine,” said
Ruksana Batool, 19, who
also hails from Kargil.

Girls from Kashmir val-
ley who are part of the
‘Army HPCL Kashmir
Super 50’ say they interact
with their Ladakhi coun-
terparts in English or
Hindi. “Language is not a
barrier at all, we do not
understand each other’s
native language, but as
girls we have bonded well,
as we share the same class-
room, same routine and
same hostel,” said
Shamina Akhtar, 19, who
hails from Kupwara.

A regular day for these
students starts early. They
gather for an assembly,

after which the first class
begins at 8:30 am followed
by a lunch break at 1:30 pm
and then classes resume
again at 2:30 pm and go on
till 5 pm.

“There is a tea break
and then doubt clearing
session happens at 6 pm.
Our teachers are good and
help us in all subjects. At
7:30 pm, we go for our din-
ner and then to our hos-
tel,” said Syed Mobarak
Ali, 19, a native of
Baramulla.

On Sundays, regular
tests are held from 10 am
to 1 pm, and monthly tests
are also held which assess
their preparedness fully,
the representative of the
NGO said.

Among the 30 boys,
eight are from Ganderbal
district, four each from
Kargil, Kupwara and
Baramulla, two from
Pulwama, and seven from
Budgam, he said.

Ladakh — with Kargil
and Leh districts — was
earlier part of the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre abrogated provi-
sions of Article 370 that ac-
corded special status to
Jammu and Kashmir, and
bifurcated the state into
Union Territories —
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh — following which
Kashmir Valley was under
lockdown for a long time.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY COMMEMORATION

Representatives of various consulates and officials pose for group photo after laying
wreath at the Glorious Dead Cenotaph memorial during the ‘Remembrance Sunday
Commemoration’ in Kolkata, Sunday. 

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Vehicles ply through a waterlogged road following heavy rain, near Chennai, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Nabbed  
 Jabalpur: The police

on Sunday appre-
hended a 16-year-old
boy who allegedly
punched women and
fled on a motorcycle
in a locality in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur city, an offi-
cial said. The boy had
been targeting
women in Sanjeevani
Nagar locality for the
last few days, he said.
The motorcycle-
borne accused would
allegedly get off the
vehicle, punch
women on their
backs and speed
away, the official said.

Suspended 
 Lucknow: A traffic

sub-inspector and
two constables were
suspended for al-
legedly demanding a
bribe from a truck
driver in the Sushant
Golf City area, ac-
cording to a state-
ment issued here. A
departmental in-
quiry was ordered
against them, it said.
In the statement,
Joint Commissioner
of Police Piyush
Mordia said he came
across a stranded
truck near the
Ahimamau under-
pass of the city on
Saturday night.

Suicide
 Mumbai: A 25-year-

old Indian Navy
sailor allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
shooting himself
with his service pis-
tol on a ship in the
Mumbai harbour, a
police official said on
Sunday. The incident
took place on
Saturday afternoon
on the naval warship
INS Chennai, a
Kolkata-class stealth
guided missile de-
stroyer, after which
the Navy ordered an
inquiry into the inci-
dent, he said.

Procure 
 Jammu: The Jammu

and Kashmir Police
is all set to procure
seven mine-protected
vehicles (MPVs), five
remotely operated ve-
hicles (RoVs), and 18
under-vehicle surveil-
lance systems (UVSS),
officials said on
Sunday. The special ve-
hicles and equipment
will boost the security
and surveillance abili-
ties of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police en-
gaged in counter-ter-
rorism operations,
they said.

Join
 New Delhi: A

Supreme Court
lawyer who worked
as a legal advisor to
governors of several
states joined the BJP
here on Sunday.
Vikas Bansode joined
the party at its head-
quarters in the pres-
ence of its national
general secretary C T
Ravi. Ravi told re-
porters that Bansode
had worked as a legal
advisor to former
governors, including
late Congress leader
Hansraj Bhardwaj, of
states of Karnataka,
Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and
Telangana.

A butterfly perches on a
flower at a park in
Gurugram, Sunday.

SUPER 50 PROJECT

Ahead of 2024 LS
polls

AIIMS Delhi

Second case in 24
hours

MCD POLLS



CHOLERA VACCINE 

A Syrian child receives the Cholera vaccine at a Syrian refugee camp in Bhanine village, in the North Lebanon
province, Lebanon. Lebanon and many neighboring countries are facing an outbreak of cases. The Lebanese gov-
ernment with the World Health Organization pledged 600,000 doses to combat the disease.
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Mykolaiv (Ukraine), Nov 13 (AP):

Ukraine’s president
vowed to keep pushing
Russian forces out of his
country after they with-
drew from Kherson, leav-
ing behind devastation,
hunger and booby traps in
the southern Ukrainian
city.

The Russian retreat
from Kherson marked a
triumphant milestone in
Ukraine’s pushback
against Moscow’s inva-
sion almost nine months
ago. Kherson residents
hugged and kissed the ar-

riving Ukrainian troops in
rapturous scenes.

“We will see many more
such greetings” of
Ukrainian soldiers liber-
ating Russian-held territo-
ry,” President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in his
nightly video address on
Saturday.

He pledged to the people
in Ukrainian cities and
villages that are still
under occupation: “We
don’t forget anyone; we
won’t leave anyone.”

Ukraine’s retaking of
Kherson was a significant
setback for the Kremlin

and the latest in a series of
battlefield embarrass-
ments. It came some six
weeks after Russian
President Vladimir Putin
annexed the Kherson re-
gion and three other
provinces in southern and
eastern Ukraine in breach
of international law and
declared them Russian
territory.

Driving toward
Kherson from the
Mykolaiv region, AP re-
porters saw downed elec-
trical lines, used projectile
casings and the decom-
posed carcass of a cow.

Several destroyed tanks
lined the muddy road.

As Ukrainian forces on
Sunday consolidated their
hold on Kherson, authori-
ties contemplated the
daunting task of clearing
out explosive devices and
restoring basic public
services in the city.

One Ukrainian official
described the situation in
Kherson as “a humanitar-
ian catastrophe.” The re-
maining residents in the
city are said to lack water,
medicine and food. There
are shortages of key ba-
sics such as bread because

of a lack of electricity.
Ukrainian police called

on residents to help identi-
fy collaborators with
Russian forces during the
eight-month occupation.
Ukrainian police officers
returned to the city on
Saturday, along with pub-
lic broadcasting services,
following the departure of
Russian troops.

The national police
chief of Ukraine, Ihor
Klymenko, said on
Saturday on Facebook
that about 200 officers
were at work in the city,
setting up checkpoints

and documenting evi-
dence of possible war
crimes. In what could per-
haps be the next district to
fall in Ukraine’s march on
territory illegally annexed
by Moscow, the Russian-
appointed administration
of the Kakhovka district,
east of Kherson city, an-
nounced Saturday it was
evacuating its employees.

“Today, the administra-
tion is the number one tar-
get for Ukrainian at-
tacks,” said the Moscow-
installed leader of
Kakhovka, Pavel
Filipchuk.

After Kherson success, Kyiv vows to keep driving out Russia

Rome, Nov 13 (AP):

Pope Francis denounced
the “sirens of populism” on
Sunday as he called for a re-
newed commitment to help-
ing the poor, homeless and
migrants amid Italy’s latest
migration debate.

Francis celebrated the
Catholic Church’s World
Day of the Poor by inviting
hundreds of poor and
homeless people and mi-
grants into the Vatican for a
special Mass and luncheon.
He denounced the indiffer-
ence the world shows them
as well as the “prophets of
doom” who fuel fear and
conspiracies about them for
personal gain. “Let us not
be enchanted by the sirens
of populism, which exploit
people’s real needs by facile

and hasty solutions,”
Francis said. This year’s
commemoration takes
place as Italy once again is
at the heart of a European
debate over migration, with
the far-right-led govern-
ment of Premier Giorgia
Meloni going head-to-head
with France over the fate of
people rescued in the
Mediterranean.

Italy kept four rescue
boats at sea for days until fi-
nally allowing three to dis-
embark last week and forc-
ing France to take in the
fourth.

The standoff sparked a
diplomatic row that result-
ed in France suspending its
participation in a European
redistribution program and
reinforcing its border cross-
ings with Italy.

Pope denounces ‘sirens of populism’
as he marks day for poor

London, Nov 13 (PTI):

It has been anything but
a smooth ride for the Rishi
Sunak led UK govern-
ment, with the latest offi-
cial data released this
week reflecting a shrink-
ing economy and a loom-
ing two-year-long reces-
sion. The British Indian
former finance minister,
who took charge at 10
Downing Street last month
with the promise to fix the
fiscal errors of predeces-
sor Liz Truss’ disastrous
mini-budget, has pledged
to get a grip on the soaring
inflation as a priority and
warned of tough tax and
spending decisions ahead.

Economic experts agree
on the massive scale of the

challenge, even as they
hold out the prospect of a
free trade agreement
(FTA) with India as a po-
tential generator of much-
needed economic growth.

“The economic crisis in
the UK is caused by some
new and some longstand-
ing factors,” explains Dr
Anna Valero, Senior
Policy Fellow at the
London School of
Economics (LSE) Centre
for Economic
Performance.

“High inflation, high in-
terest rates and tightening
fiscal policy occurs
against the backdrop of
particularly poor produc-
tivity growth in the UK
since the financial crisis
which has been a drag on

real wages,” she says.
“There are also large

and persistent inequalities
in the UK. Combined, poor
growth and high inequali-
ties have made the UK a
Stagnation Nation’, in ur-
gent need of a new eco-
nomic strategy to move
the country onto a
stronger, fairer and more
sustainable growth path,”
she adds.

Asked how an India-UK
FTA might impact this sce-
nario, the analyst wel-
comed the fact that Sunak
was committed to an
agreement.

“Such a deal could gen-
erate growth opportuni-
ties for the UK, particular-
ly if there is potential to
export services the UK’s

key area of comparative
advantage to a market that
is expected to grow signifi-
cantly over time,” she
notes.

The energy crisis trig-
gered by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict is seen as
a dominating factor be-
hind Britain’s current
cost-of-living crisis of
mounting household bills.
A weak post-COVID recov-
ery, hangover effect of the
uncertainties of Brexit
since the UK left the
European Union (EU) in
2016 and years of underin-
vestment as a result of
austerity in the aftermath
of the 2008 financial crash
stand out as the key ingre-
dients behind today’s
mess.

UK economy: A crisis in the making for some
time, with India trade deal offering hope

Phnom Penh (Cambodia), Nov 13 (AP):

Cambodian leader Hun
Sen called for unity on
Sunday, telling a gathering
including Russia, China
and the United States that
current global tensions
have been taking a toll on
everyone.

The prime minister,
whose country holds the ro-
tating chair of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, said at the
opening of the East Asia
Summit that it was in the
world’s common interest to
cooperate to solve differ-
ences peacefully.

The comments come as
regional tensions remain
high between the United
States and China over
Taiwan and Beijing’s grow-
ing regional aspirations,
and while the Russia inva-
sion of Ukraine has dis-
rupted global supply
chains, causing rising ener-
gy and food prices far be-
yond Europe.

Without singling out any
nation by name, Hun Sen
said he hoped leaders
would embrace a “spirit of
togetherness in upholding
open and inclusive multilat-
eralism, pragmatism and
mutual respect in address-
ing the existential and
strategic challenges we all
face.” “Many current chal-
lenges and tensions have
been hindering our past
hard-earned efforts to pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment and causing greater
hardship to people’s lives,”

he said as he opened the
meeting, which is running
in parallel to the ASEAN
group’s main summit.

Participants included US
President Joe Biden and
Chinese Prime Minister Li
Keqiang, and it comes just a
day before the highly antici-
pated meeting between
Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at the
Group of 20 summit in Bali.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
was also taking part in the
meetings, which also in-
cluded the leaders of
Australia, New Zealand,
South Korea, Japan and
others.

On Saturday, Biden prom-
ised that the US would work
with ASEAN, telling lead-
ers of the strategically vital
coalition that “we’re going
to build a better future that
we all want to see” in the re-
gion where US rival China
is also working to expand
its influence.

He promised to collabo-
rate to build a region that is
“free and open, stable and
prosperous, resilient and
secure.” “I look forward to
continuing our work to-
gether with ASEAN and
with each one of you to
deepen peace and prosperi-
ty throughout the region to
resolve challenges from the
South China Sea to
Myanmar and to find inno-
vative solutions to shared
challenges,” Biden said, cit-
ing climate and health secu-
rity among areas of collabo-
ration.

Southeast Asian leaders call for
unity amid global tensions

Phnom Penh, Nov 13 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on
Sunday and discussed the
Ukraine conflict, the
strategic Indo-Pacific re-
gion and bilateral rela-
tions on the sidelines of
the ASEAN-India summit
here in the Cambodian
capital.

Jaishankar is accompa-
nying Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who is
leading the Indian delega-
tion to the ASEAN-India
Commemorative Summit
and the 17th East Asia
Summit here.

“A good meeting with
US Secretary of State
@SecBlinken. Discussed
Ukraine, Indo-Pacific, en-
ergy, G20 and bilateral re-
lations,” Jaishankar said
in a tweet.

He also met UN chief
Ant nio Guterres at the
end of the ASEAN gala
dinner on Saturday.

Jaishankar held also
talks with his counterpart
from Thailand Don
Pramudwinai. “Always
nice to catch up with DPM
& FM Don Pramudwinai
of Thailand. Discussed
our shared regional con-
cerns and the strengthen-
ing partnership with
ASEAN,” he said.

Jaishankar discusses Ukraine
conflict, Indo-Pacific with US

Secretary of State Blinken
Phnom Penh (Cambodia), Nov 13 (AP):

President Joe Biden is set
to meet on Sunday with the
leaders of Japan and South
Korea to coordinate their re-
sponse to North Korea’s
threatening nuclear and
ballistic missile programs,
as well as to seek input on
managing China’s assertive
posture in the Pacific region
on the eve of his planned
face-to-face with President
Xi Jinping.

Biden will hold separate
meetings with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol.
The three leaders will then
sit down together on the
sidelines of the East Asia
Summit in Cambodia.

The meetings come as
North Korea has fired
dozens of missiles in recent
weeks, including an inter-
continental ballistic missile
10 days ago that triggered
evacuation alerts in north-
ern Japan, and as the allies
warn of a looming risk of
the isolated country con-
ducting its seventh nuclear
test in the coming weeks.

US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan told
reporters on Saturday that
Biden aims to use the meet-
ings to strengthen the three
countries’ joint response to
the dangers posed by North
Korea, officially known as
the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

“What we would really
like to see is enhanced tri-
lateral security cooperation
where the three countries
are all coming together,” he
said.

“That’s acutely true with
respect to the DPRK be-
cause of the common threat
and challenge we all face,
but it’s also true, more
broadly, about our capacity
to work together to enhance
overall peace and stability
in the region.” Tensions on
the Korean peninsula have

skyrocketed in recent
months as the North contin-
ues its weapons demonstra-
tions and the US and South
Korea launched stepped-up
joint defense exercises.

Earlier this month, the
South Korean military said
two B-1B bombers trained
with four US F-16 fighter
jets and four South Korean
F-35 jets during the last day
of “Vigilant Storm” joint
air force drills.

It was the first time since
December 2017 that the
bombers were deployed to
the Korean Peninsula. The
exercise involved a total of
roughly 240 warplanes, in-
cluding advanced F-35 fight-
er jets from both countries.

North Korea responded
with its own display of
force, flying large numbers
of warplanes inside its ter-
ritory.

The Biden administra-
tion has said it has sent re-
peated requests to negotiate
with North Korea without
preconditions on constrain-
ing its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs, but that
Kim Jong Un’s government
has not responded.

Biden huddles with Asian allies
on N Korea threat, China

London, Nov 13 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has pledged
to “call out Putin’s
regime” at this year’s G20
over the Russia-Ukraine
conflict as he leaves for
Indonesia for the annual
summit on Sunday.

The Group of 20 (G20) of
the world’s biggest
economies will bring to-
gether world leaders,
where Sunak is expected
to hold his first meeting
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi since tak-
ing charge as the UK’s first
Indian-origin Prime
Minister last month.

India’s presidency of
the G20 will kick off fol-
lowing the Heads of State
and Government Summit
in Bali from December 1.

“(Vladimir) Putin’s war
has caused devastation
around the world destroy-
ing lives and plunging the
international economy
into turmoil,” said Sunak
in a statement before set-
ting off for Bali.

“This G20 summit will
not be business as usual.

We will call out Putin’s
regime, and lay bare their
utter contempt for the
kind of international co-
operation and respect for
sovereignty forums like
the G20 represent. In clear
contrast to Putin’s disrup-
tion, the UK and our allies
will work together to make
meaningful progress solv-
ing the economic chal-
lenges we face and making
lives better for our peo-
ple,” he said.

Sunak will confront
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in a speech
during the G20’s first ple-
nary session, when all
members are expected to
attend, on Tuesday.

According to reports,
Downing Street had pre-
pared for the summit as-

suming Russia’s President
would be there. But
Moscow revealed last
week he wouldn’t be at-
tending and that the
Kremlin would be sending
Russia’s foreign minister,
Sergei Lavrov, instead.

The annual gatherings
were initially established
in response to the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis, cementing
the summit as the main
global forum for economic
cooperation. The meeting
next week will take place
as the world faces another
significant set of econom-
ic challenges since 2008
caused or exacerbated by
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict.

Talks are set to be domi-
nated by the fallout of G20
member-state Russia’s ac-
tions, which the western
economies believe has un-
leashed chaos in the global
economy and seen energy
and food prices skyrocket.

Russia’s top diplomat
previously walked out of a
meeting of G20 foreign
ministers in July when
challenged over Moscow’s
actions in Ukraine.

UK PM Rishi Sunak sets off for G20
with pledge to call out Russia

Siem Reap, Nov 13 (PTI):

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday
said he felt like home in
Cambodia, which is part
of India’s “extended fami-

ly”, as he inaugurated the
completed conservation
work of ‘Haal of Dancers’
in Ta Prohm Temple here.

Dhankhar, accompa-
nied by his wife Sudesh
Dhankhar and External

Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, visited the Ta
Prohm Temple and of-
fered prayers. He also vis-
ited Angkor Wat Temple
on the last leg of his
three-day visit to the

country.
“We are not in the coun-

try of our extended neigh-
bourhood, we are in our
extended family,”
Dhankhar said while in-
augurating the restored
Hall of Dancers at Ta
Prohm Temple in the
Angkor archaeological
complex.

‘The Hall of Dancers’ at
Ta Prohm temple is part
of a USD 4 million worth
collaboration project be-
tween India and
Cambodia on preserva-
tion and restoration of
cultural heritage in
Cambodia. Angkor Wat
temple, built in the 12th
century by King
Suryavarman II, is the
world’s largest religious
structure and it marks
the high point of Khmer
architecture. Ta Prohm is
one of the most visited
complexes in Cambodia’s
Angkor region.

We are in our extended family, Vice President
Dhankhar says in Cambodia

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with his wife Sudesh Dhankhar, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and other dignitaries poses for photographs during his visit to
the Angkor Wat temple at Angkor Archaeological Park, in Siem Reap, Cambodia,
Sunday, Nov. 13.
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Heart-breaking 
judgement

A heart-breaking news that
Nalini, Ravichandran,
Jayakumar, Murugan,
Suthenthiraraja @ Santhan and
Robert Pius, serving life sen-
tence in the assassination case
of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi and 36 others are now
walk free. The Supreme Court
Bench, comprising Justices B.R.
Gavai and B.V. Nagarathna, or-
dered this while taking into con-
sideration the case of A.G.
Perarivalan, another convict
who was released in May. But as
a law-abiding citizen of India
can’t digest it. Just like two
months back convicts in Bilkis
Banu’s case, who were convict-
ed for gangraping a pregnant
woman and for killing seven oth-
ers and a child of three years be-
fore her mother’s own eyes,
could be released after 14 years
in prison with multiple parole
and furlough releases ranging
up to four years within the said
14 years spent as prison term for
“good behavior” (?) followed by
the perversity of distributing
laddoos by their supporters (and
one of them now Godhra BJP
MLA C K Raulji who had courted
controversy by saying the con-
victs in the Bilkis Bano case,
who were released, were
Brahmins and had good ‘sam-
skara’ was granted ticket by the
BJP from the Godhra seat on
coming Gujarat election) for
doing the ‘exceptional national
service’! It appears like the con-
stitution has become a cobweb
that neither the judges nor the
politicians are able to negotiate
by applying their mind and it has
become a death trap for ordi-
nary citizens. Did the judges
make any attempt to under-
stand how the victims would
feel? Whatsoever, perhaps as-
sassination of a former PM is a
lesser crime in the eyes of the
court. Regarding the politicians,
all are the same. Whether Tamil
Nadu Dravida model or Gujarat
Aryan model. Votes and people's
perception mean everything.
BJP is no exception. The SC de-
cisions give terrorists the bold-
ness to attack us. Attack on a
PM or former PM should mean
an act of terror against a coun-
try and they should have been
shot long ago irrespective of
they having children or not..

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Euphoria 
Euphoria in English means a

false sense of well-being which
is rather harmful. In the mean-
time, the results of the DAC
polls are out. BJP, the ruling
party, launched an all-out of-
fensive to win the DAC poll
hands down. Most of the front-
ranking leaders of the BJP, in-
cluding MLAs, ministers were
camping and canvassing for
their party's candidates day in,
and day out and criticized
Congress for the low-profile
campaign. They were very con-
fident to win all 22 seats in the
DAC poll. But the results proved
otherwise. JPP, an ally of the
Congress, gave the BJP a fitting
reply. The DAC poll simply
proves that the BJP is suffering
from euphoria. Their leaders
namely Pijush Hazarika,
Prasanta Phukan, Jayanta
Mallabaruah and a few others
should learn to restrain them-
selves. It is time for them to in-
trospect. Else the writings are
there on the walls. 

JJooeell  GGaayyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa
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Tamil Nadu Fire and Rescue Services (TNFRS) personnel evacuate people from a waterlogged residential area following heavy
rains, near Chennai, Sunday, Nov. 13.

RAIN HAVOC

M uch ado about nothing! That is the sum total of another petition in
Delhi High Court last week to grant equal respect to the beautiful and

melodious national song Vande Mataram as given to national anthem Jana
Gana Mana. But like the proverbial bad penny it continues to pop up intermit-
tently, notwithstanding, that this issue has been dealt with thrice earlier.
Albeit with a rider: Frame guidelines for the national song, giving it the same
honour and status at par with the national anthem. In its response, the Centre
underscored the national song occupies a unique and special place in peoples’
emotions and psyche and both have their sanctity and stand on equal footing.
It’s reply was based on Supreme Court’s order February 2017, which averred
Article 51A (a) does not refer to ‘national song’ but only to the national flag
and national anthem and the court would not enter into debate on the national
song. Pointing out that in November 1950, President of the Constituent
Assembly adopted Jana Gana Mana as the national anthem and orders were
issued regarding the manner and circumstances in which it has to be played or
sung. However, similar penal provisions were not made vis-à-vis Vande
Mataram and no instructions issued laying down circumstances in which it
may be sung or played, In fact, in 1971 the action of prevention of singing of
national anthem or causing disturbances to any assembly engaged in such
singing was made punishable offence by way of an Enactment of the
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. To be fair, perhaps, the pe-
titioner was only taking a leaf from the Constituent Assembly debate on 24
January 1950 which resolved that Vande Mataram would enjoy “equal status”
with Jana Gana Mana. Given it ignited patriotism, galvanised Indians to gang
up against the British, threw out the firangis and won India its freedom. But
many assert that the national song is just another prop to celebrate the nation
State and undue importance mustn’t be given to it. Others aver that singing
Vande Mataram must neither be made a test case of patriotism nor should
people be obstinate about not singing it. Though it is compulsorily played at
the end of every Parliament session. Remember, the UPA Government had got
into an unseemly controversy when the Education Ministry issued an innocu-
ous order to all State Governments in August 2006, making singing of Vande
Mataram compulsory in all schools on 7 September to mark completion of its
centenary celebrations as national song. Little realizing, that it would have
Muslims up in arms and lead to a cacophony of discordant political notes. UP’s
Muslim clerics opposed it by asserting singing it was anti-Islamic and amount-
ed to worshipping the motherland. This went against the concept of tawheed
(oneness of God), according to which a Muslim cannot supplicate to anyone
except Allah. Expectedly, the Government retracted the order, making the
song’s recitation voluntary. Again in 2009 the Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind (JUH) out of
the blue issued a fatwa against singing Vande Mataram. In a resolution at UP’s
Deoband clerics reiterated their 2006 position. Adding, patriotism didn’t re-
quire singing it in schools. Pertinently, set in 19th Century India, Vande
Mataram was written in 1875 and published for the first time in Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee’s novel, Anandamatha in 1882. The story starts with a
group of sadhus who call themselves santan, the children of Bharat Mata
whose leader Satyanand is imprisoned by the Nawab. The sadhus vow to set
their guru free, shout that they would throw the Muslims into the river and set
their houses on fire. They not only succeed in freeing their guru but welcome
British rule in India. Succinctly, atrocities against Muslims, is a recurrent
theme in the novel. When Bengal was ravaged by 1770 famine, then under de
facto rule of East India Company, it forced farmers to cultivate neel (cloth
whitener) instead of food grains as it was a big export earner. But its cultiva-
tion made fields uncultivable for the next crop, triggering an anti-gora peasant
revolt. From fields to streets, Vande Mataram soon became the popular battle
cry for freedom from British Raj. Large rallies were held shouting it across the
country, many were jailed and the song was banned. But it failed to stop the
patriotic fervour. Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore sang it in 1896 at the
Calcutta Congress Session and Lala Lajpat Rai started a journal called Vande
Mataram from Lahore. The Congress formally adopted it as national song at
its Varanasi Session on 7 September 1905. Thereafter, it became the opening
note for all Congress meetings and sessions. Subhash Chandra Bose made it
the Indian National Army’s principal song and his Singapore-based radio sta-
tion regularly broadcast it. In October 1937, some Muslim leaders objected to
Vande Mataram on grounds that it contained verses that were in direct con-
flict with Islam. True, the first two stanzas of the hymn eulogise Mother India
and its beautiful natural bounties with “hurrying streams, gleaming or-
chards…..” But the fourth stanza addressed Mother India as, “Thou art Durga,
Lady and Queen, with her hands that strike and her swords of sheen, Thou art
Lakshmi lotus-throned….” which was against Islamic tenets.  True, two songs
cannot make or mar the future of a nation or its people, even as we respect
Vande Mataram as our national song and symbol of national pride, on par with
Jana Gana Mana. High time this frivolous and needless controversy is put to
rest once and for all. There are more pressing issues which need our leaders
and judiciary’s attention.

G lobal health organi-
sations are missing

many of the voices affected by
their decisions. The COVID-19
pandemic has been a chaotic
dress rehearsal for more seri-
ous health crises in the fu-
ture. And the blunders of the
past few years revealed what
is missing from the politics of
intertwining domestic and
foreign policy with global
health. The failure to ensure
universal access to vaccines
especially in low- and middle-
income countries highlights
some nations' selfishness. The
existential threat of climate
change presents new health
problems that will require
more international collabora-
tion and consensus. There is a
way to do this. And it involves
bringing in the views of those
not currently dominating
global health discussions.

The climate emergency is a
global health issue that has
dramatic consequences for
the health of the world's popu-
lation from rising dengue
fever and heat-related illness,
to worsening undernutrition
and climate anxiety', especial-
ly among young people. It af-
fects every health arena and
every agenda item of the an-
nual World Health Assembly.
But because climate is seen as
a tomorrow' problem and is
also not seen as being linked
to healthcare, it barely fea-
tures in World Health
Organisation negotiations,
government relations or
boardroom discussions. But
the health sector needs to be
ready to respond to the health

impacts of climate change
and be able to develop a strat-
egy on how to influence other
sectors (for example energy
and agriculture) that primari-
ly drive climate change
through their emissions.
Therefore the climate crisis
must be a top issue for health
diplomacy, integrated into all
aspects of global health delib-
erations.

Protecting the planet im-
proves human health in re-
turn. Future health diploma-
cy should begin caring not
only about the health of peo-
ple but also the planet.
Keeping the focus on people
and forgetting about the plan-
et will lead to the continuation
of rapid and damaging global
environmental change that
will in turn affect the health of
people. This concept of plane-
tary health has only recently
become popular among the
scientific community but its
message that the health of
people and the planet are inex-
tricably intertwined is some-
thing many indigenous com-
munities across the world
have been embracing for cen-
turies. Ignoring health in cli-
mate discussions means
health impacts are not consid-
ered in decisions on mitiga-
tion, adaptation or financing.
Climate change, after all, is an
issue of human survival.
Framing climate change as a
public health emergency will
help create a greater sense of
urgency on climate action.

The Paris Agreement,
which the WHO once de-
scribed as a public health
treaty', only mentioned health
once in the preamble. Last
year's COP26 in Glasgow,
which was postponed 12
months because of COVID-19,
featured a health pavilion
while more than 50 countries
made a commitment to build
climate-resilient and low-car-
bon national health systems.
It is perhaps a sign that health
will be more than a footnote
or a side event at future COP
meetings. Health diplomacy

could also be fairer. At the mo-
ment, the voices, needs and in-
terests of the powerless and
poor (people and countries
alike) aren't given as much
consideration in global health
decisions (for example in rela-
tion to vaccines); global health
policy continues to favour the
rich and powerful.
Discussions are growing
around the idea of decolonis-
ing global health'. This recog-
nises that the global health
sector evolved from colonial
roots and continues to reflect
that power imbalance in edu-
cation and research, gover-
nance and financing, diploma-
cy and policy making. Health
leadership is entrenched in
the Global North it's very
white and very male.

The annual Global Health
50/50 reports have document-
ed the uneven distribution of
power and opportunities for
global health leadership.
Academia is the same there
are still global health journals
whose Global North-dominat-
ed editorial boards remain far
from truly global while jour-
nal articles about health is-
sues in Africa some still con-
ducted through parachute, sa-
fari, or parasitic research'
continue to be published de-
spite the absence of African
scientists as lead authors.
Aside from vaccine
apartheid', global health pro-
fessionals from the Global
South have also been endur-
ing 'visa apartheid' marred by
long waits, humiliating inter-
views, and visa denials, which
further limit their participa-
tion in global health confer-
ences. Even in the era of
Zoom, when discussing health
issues affecting poor black
women in Africa, manels' (all-
male panels), whanels' (all-
white panels) and "HICanels"
(high-income country panels)
continue to dominate.

The voices, perspectives,
needs and lived experiences
of non-male, non-white and
non-HIC need to be taken into
account in discussions and

decisions. Health diplomacy
could involve young people
and even incorporate the per-
spectives of generations not
yet born. A youthful contribu-
tion to discussions is being
missed, while neglecting the
perspectives of future genera-
tions leads to policies that are
short-term, destroy the planet
and steal their ability to live
and thrive in the future.
Decision-makers are becom-
ing increasingly receptive to
youth participation in health
diplomacy. This year, the
WHO launched its first youth
council, consisting of repre-
sentatives from major inter-
national youth and student
networks. Youth organisa-
tions such as the annual
Youth Pre-World Health
Assembly of the
International Federation of
Medical Students'
Associations, which com-
memorates its 10th year in
2023, have been proactive in
advocating to WHO and other
global health agencies.

The highly influential
Lancet Commissions are also
beginning to include young
people. A decade ago, the first
Lancet Youth Commission fo-
cused on global governance
for health. One of the propos-
als then was for the UN mem-
bers to appoint an ombudsper-
son for future generations.
Next year, the first Global
Model WHO will be held and
it is possible health diploma-
cy may eventually move be-
yond youth simulations and
instead engage true young
diplomats in actual negotia-
tions. Caring for the Earth,
dismantling inequitable
power structures and mean-
ingfully engaging young peo-
ple should be the new tenets
of post-pandemic health
diplomacy. A greener, fairer
and younger future requires
demolishing colonial mind-
sets towards the planet, mar-
ginalised groups and youth
and replacing them with hu-
mility, commitment to inclu-
sivity and reverence for all.

F ine pollution parti-
cles (PM2.5) may be

responsible for 1.5 million
additional premature deaths
around the globe each year,
according to a study which
found that low levels of air
pollution are dangerous
than previously thought.
The World Health
Organization's most recent
estimates are that over 4.2
million people die prema-
turely each year due to long-
term exposure to fine partic-
ulate outdoor air pollution
referred to as PM2.5. The lat-
est study, published in the
journal Science Advances,

suggests that the annual
global death toll from out-
door PM2.5 may be signifi-
cantly higher than previous-
ly thought.

That is because the re-
searchers found that mortali-
ty risk was increased even at
very low levels of outdoor
PM2.5, which had not previ-
ously been recognised as
being potentially deadly.
These microscopic toxins
cause a range of cardiovas-
cular and respiratory dis-
eases and cancers. "We found
that outdoor PM2.5 may be
responsible for as many as
1.5 million additional deaths

around the globe each year
because of effects at very-low
concentrations that were not
previously appreciated," said
Scott Weichenthal, Associate
Professor at McGill
University in Canada and
the lead author on the paper.

The researchers combined
health and mortality data for
seven million Canadians
gathered over a twenty-five-
year period with informa-
tion about the levels of out-
door PM2.5 concentrations
across the country. Canada is
a country with low levels of
outdoor PM2.5, making it the
perfect place to study health

impacts at low concentra-
tions. Knowledge gained in
Canada was then used to up-
date the lower end of the
scale that is used to describe
how mortality risk changes
with outdoor PM2.5 levels.

The study found an im-
proved understanding of
how air pollution impacts
health on a global scale. The
WHO recently set out ambi-
tious new guidelines for an-
nual average outdoor fine
particulate air pollution, cut-
ting its earlier recommenda-
tions in half, from concentra-
tions of 10 to 5 micro-
grammes (ug) per cubic

metre. "One take away is that
the global health benefits of
meeting the new WHO
guideline are likely much
larger than previously as-
sumed," said Weichenthal.

"The next steps are to stop
focussing only on particle
mass and start looking more
closely at particle composi-
tion because some particles
are likely more harmful
than others," he added. A
better understanding may
allow us to be much more ef-
ficient in designing regulato-
ry interventions to improve
population health, the re-
searchers added.

Air pollution behind additional 1.5 million 
premature deaths annually
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

14 th November is observed as World Diabetes Day every year that was
first created in 1991 by the International Diabetes Foundation and

the World Health Organization. Understanding diabetes is the first step to-
wards managing and preventing it. Diabetes has now become a major public
health concern especially in India because of several reasons. Today, over 300
million people live with diabetes. A similar number is at high risk. Diabetes is a
major health issue in our country. One of the important barriers in handling this
issue is the change in behaviour of the people and awareness on the impor-
tance of lifestyle modification. Diabetes makes people prone to heart disease,
kidney failure and infectious diseases like tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV/AIDS,
among others, leading to premature death. Sugar is the new tobacco, experts,
medical studies and health organizations have declared. The belief is that dia-
betes is an urban and rich man’s disease but we now know that the annual in-
crease in the numbers of those with diabetes is much higher in the rural areas,
poor individuals and those less educated. Diabetes isn't deadly, it just needs
regular monitoring and medication and disciplined living. It is a major cause of
blindness, kidney failure, heart attack, stroke and lower limb amputation.
Healthy diet, physical activity and avoiding tobacco use can prevent or delay
type 2 diabetes. In addition diabetes can be treated and its consequences
avoided or delayed with medication, regular screening and treatment for com-
plications. Regular exercise and healthy eating are the only ways to control
blood sugar levels and stay fit. Diabetes is not a disease but a metabolic disor-
der. Acceptance of the problem is the first step to dealing with it. We need to
take to heart the statement that "strengthening primary care is imperative".
This is true of not only diabetes, but for all widely prevalent and enduring ail-
ments. Many patients think that mere changes in food habits and taking alter-
native therapy can control diabetes but that's impossible. Lifestyle correction
is a must, but one cannot stop insulin intake. Not taking insulin leads to forma-
tion of ulcers, infections and high sugar levels. Excessive urine, thirst and
hunger, unexplained weight loss and fatigue are some of the common symp-
toms. All of these occur due to insulin deficiency. 100 years after the discovery
of insulin, millions of people with diabetes around the world cannot access the
care they need. People with diabetes require ongoing care and support to man-
age their condition and avoid complications. According to the Diabetes
Foundation of India, about 50.9 million people in India suffer from diabetes, and
this figure is likely to go up to 80 million by 2025, making it the ‘Diabetes
Capital’ of the world.  Unhealthy diet is one major cause of the disorder. People
focus on reducing the quantity of food but are unaware of the caloric value of
food items they consume. The medical fraternity needs to gear up to the chal-
lenge of preventing, diagnosing and treating diabetes in society and people.
Several institutes have initiated in-service programmes to enhance the knowl-
edge, skills and core competencies of primary care physicians to deliver stan-
dardised care. We need to work collaboratively with governments, civil society,
private sectors, schools, workplaces, media and other local partners. We all
have a role to play to ensure healthier environment for a healthy living. Walking
is perhaps the simplest and the most effective way to maintain one’s health,
and for diabetics to manage the chronic disease as it doesn’t require any train-
ing or special equipment, which means it can be done without a break. Living
with diabetes may not be easy but it isn’t impossible either. A few lifestyle and
dietary changes is all it takes to keep the disease in control.

Diabetes education 
and prevention

Making global health greener, fairer, and younger

Vande Mataram Parity
What’s in a song?

RENZO R GUINTO
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BRIEF

Payworld
New Delhi: Fintech
firm Payworld ex-
pects to double the
gross transaction
value on its platform
to Rs 22,000 crore in a
year on account of
foray into new seg-
ments like data-based
credit services, a sen-
ior company official
said. The company
claims to have gross
transaction value
(GTV) of around Rs
11,000 crore at pres-
ent. "Our annualized
GTV run rate is
around Rs 11,000
crore. We expect to
double this in the next
12 months to around
Rs 22,000 crore,"
Payworld CEO Amit
Tyagi told PTI.

EID Parry
Chennai: EID Parry
(India) Ltd, a part of
the Murugappa
Group, has reported
a standalone profit
after tax (PAT) of Rs
85.13 crore for the
July-September
quarter, the company
said on Sunday. The
company made Rs
73.19 crore last year.
The standalone PAT
for the six-month pe-
riod ending
September 30, 2022
grew to Rs 98.27 crore
from Rs 40.09 crore
last financial year.
The Chennai-head-
quartered company
is focused on various
segments with sugar-
manufacturing ac-
counting for most of
the business followed
by distillery and
nutra-ceuticals.

IREDA 
New Delhi: The
Indian Renewable
Energy Development
Agency (IREDA) on
Saturday posted 67 per
cent jump in net profit
at Rs 184.30 crore for
September quarter
2022-23, mainly due to
higher revenues. In
the year-ago period,
the profit after tax was
Rs 110.27 crore, ac-
cording to a statement
from Ministry of New
& Renewable Energy.
Gross income rose to
Rs 791.56 crore from
Rs 682.94 crore.

Manappuram
Finance 

New Delhi:

Manappuram Finance
on Saturday reported
a 10.7 per cent rise in
consolidated net profit
at Rs 409.48 crore for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The non-banking fi-
nance company,
which is mainly into
gold loans, had posted
a net profit of Rs
369.88 crore in the
year-ago quarter.
Sequentially, profit
grew by 45 per cent
from the June 2022
quarter. The compa-
ny's consolidated as-
sets under manage-
ment (AUM) grew by
7.89 per cent to Rs
30,664.96 crore from Rs
28,421.63 crore a year
ago, Manappuram
Finance said in a re-
lease.

Aurobindo Pharma
New Delhi:

Aurobindo Pharma on
Saturday reported a 41
per cent decline in its
consolidated net profit
at Rs 409 crore for the
second quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The Hyderabad-based
drug firm had posted
a net profit of Rs 697
crore in the July-
September period of
last fiscal. Revenue
from operations also
declined to Rs 5,739
crore in the
September quarter as
against Rs 5,942 crore
in the year-ago period.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

On the outskirts of the
national capital, a group of
people patiently separate
piles of cigarette butts
into paper, brown fibre
and tobacco powder. And
over a period of time, each
separated item is churned
into products ranging
from soft toys to diaries.

Focused on sustainabili-
ty, startup Code Effort is
recycling cigarette butts
into different products for
more than four years now
and is even exploring the
possibility of making air
purifiers with recycled
butts.

"We pay Rs 200 to 400 per
kilogram of cigarette
butts that we procure from
various entities. We have
more than 200 collection
centres in different parts
of the country," the start-
up's founder and Director

Naman Gupta told PTI.
The cigarette butts,

which end up as litter, are
collected by Code Effort
through various means,
including with the help of
more than 2,000 ragpick-
ers from different parts of
the country.

The laborious process of
recycling cigarette butts is
not only helping in boost-
ing sustainability efforts
but is also providing addi-
tional income for women
in the nearby areas in
these times of price rise.

Sitting at his facility in
Noida, which is in the na-
tional capital region,
Gupta said that since in-
ception, Code Effort has
recycled more than 1.2 bil-
lion cigarette butts and
plans are afoot to expand
its procurement and recy-
cling capacity from 30 to
300 tonnes per month by
2025.

"We employ and provide
a livelihood to 100 plus
women and local artisans
at our factory in Noida,
Uttar Pradesh," Gupta

said.
Poonam, one of the

ladies who are into mak-
ing products from recy-
cled cigarette butts for

Code Effort, said the work
provides her with addi-
tional income, especially
in these times of high in-
flation.

There is also the flexibil-
ity of managing house-
hold chores and looking
after children as work is
done from home, she
added.

Coming to the elaborate
recycling process, the ciga-
rette butts are first sepa-
rated into fibre, paper and
tobacco powder. The fibre
or cigarette filters made of
cellulose acetate are
soaked in water and are
then grinded. Later, they
are treated with
biodegradable chemicals
and kept in a solution for
24 to 36 hours. The result-
ant white cotton material
is dried for around an
hour and processed to
make them softer. This
material is mainly used
for making soft toys.

The paper separated
from the cigarette butts is
treated with chemicals
such as an organic binder,

essential oils, and fra-
grance for recycling while
the remaining tobacco
powder is collected in a
rectangular tank and is
left to decay for about a
month. The resultant com-
post is supplied as manure
in the nearby villages.

In Gupta's words, "It is
basically a complete end-
to-end recycling and an ex-
ample of a circular econo-
my".

Code Effort claims to re-
cycle about 1,000 kilo-
grams or equivalent to 3.5
million cigarette butts
daily. Currently, it is sell-
ing the products through
its website and by way of
white labelling for various
companies.

"The products include
paper sheets, paper bags,
soft toys, key chains, di-
aries, and mosquito repel-
lent made from compost,"
he said.

From recycled cigarette butts, Code Effort now plans to make air purifiers

A worker processes cotton retrieved from recycled cigarette butts in Noida.

Mumbai, Nov 13 (PTI):

The ongoing energy cri-
sis in Europe is expected to
benefit Reliance Industries
and Nayara Energy as
these are among the Asian
refiners that produce win-
ter-specification diesel for
the European Union, ac-
cording to a report.

State-owned oil compa-
nies are not into exports
and that gives an advan-
tage to Reliance -- the
largest importer of
Russian crude and also the
largest exporter of diesel
from the country -- and
Russia's Rosneft-owned
Nayara.

The energy crisis will
only get further aggravat-
ed going forward as from
next month Opec's 2-mil-
lion barrel per day produc-
tion cut comes into force,
and from February 5 the
ban on Russian imports of
refined products comes
into force, say oil analysts

at LSG group's market data
provider Refinitiv.

According to them, since
the war began in Ukraine,
Reliance and Nayara have
imported almost 10 times
more Russian crude from
the pre-invasion levels, at
2.82 million tonnes per
month during March-
September.

Already, Indian exports
to Europe have been north-
ward after Russia invaded
Ukraine late February.

Indian refiners have
taken advantage of the
strong diesel margins after
the invasion and raised
their exports to Europe, av-
eraging at 7,30,000 tonnes
per month, or 21 per cent of
their total exports of 2.64
million tonnes/month,
that peaked at 1.1 million
tonnes in March against
the pre-invasion period av-
erage of 5,70,000 tonnes per
month, the analysts said.

Domestic refiners have

been averaging at 99.86 per
cent of their 5.14 million
barrel per day (bpd) capac-
ity since the war as
against the pre-war aver-
age of 94.26 per cent. Their
gasoline output averaged
at 9.75 million
tonnes/month for the
March-August period and
hit a high of 10.57 million
tonnes in March, well
above the pre-invasion av-
erage of 8.95 million
tonnes a month.

Reliance's 5.68 million
tonnes per month
Jamnagar refinery has
been running at 93.8 per
cent capacity post-inva-
sion, above the pre-inva-
sion average of 92.3 per
cent, but still below the
pre-Covid average of 110
per cent. This signals that
there is an upside to
Reliance's diesel produc-
tion. The Rosneft-owned
Nayara has a 1.67-million
tonnes per month refinery
at nearby Hazira.

Reliance, Nayara to gain
from European energy crisis New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance Jio is
India's strongest telecom
brand in India, ahead of
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone
Idea Ltd, according to
brand intelligence and data
insights company TRA.

TRA, formerly Trust
Research Advisory, in its
'India's Most Desired
Brands 2022' ranked compa-
nies according to their
brand strength.

Reliance Jio topped the
telecom category, followed
by Bharti Airtel, Vodafone
Idea Ltd and BSNL.

In the apparel category,
Adidas was the top brand
followed by Nike, Raymond,
Allen Solly and Peter
England.

BMW topped the automo-
bile list, followed by Toyota,
Hyundai and Honda, while
LIC was ranked 1 on the
banking and financial serv-
ices index that had State
Bank of India at number 2
and ICICI Bank at 3rd.

Kent topped the con-
sumer appliances ranking,

followed by Livpure and
Okaya. In consumer elec-
tronics, LG, Sony and
Samsung were the top three
brands.

ITC topped the diversi-
fied conglomerate list, fol-
lowed by Tata and Reliance.

Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
topped the energy list, fol-
lowed by Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) and
Adani. In the food and bev-
erages category, Amul was
the top brand, followed by
Nescafe while Fogg was the
top FMCG brand, followed
by Lakme, Nivea and
Colgate. Philips topped the
fast-moving electrical goods
list, Mi on the gadgetry list,
Himalaya in healthcare,
ITC Hotels in hospitality,
ACC in manufacturing,
KFC in retail and Dell in
technology.

Jio strongest telecom
brand in India: TRA

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Edtech major BYJU's ex-
pects to register a three-
fold growth in revenue and
losses to be halved in fi-
nancial year 2022, accord-
ing to a top company offi-
cial.

BYJU's Founder and
CEO Byju Raveendran, at
a startup event on Friday,
also defended roping in
football star Lionel Messi
as its global ambassador
amid job cuts at the com-
pany, saying the decision
was taken six months ago.

"Addressing a gathering
of entrepreneurs and in-
vestors at Tech Sparks
2022, Raveendran said that
the company with over 150
million learners, is well on
its path to profitability as

it expects revenue growth
of 3 times and losses to be
more than halved in
FY'22," as per an excerpt of
the event shared by
BYJU's with PTI.

BYJU's had booked a
loss of Rs 4,588 crore and
revenue of Rs 2,428 crore
for the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2021.

BYJU's co-founder
Divya Gokulnath had an-
nounced laying off around
2,500 people from the com-
pany as it chalks out a

path to profitability by
March 2023 and hires
10,000 more teachers in the
coming year, adding to its
current strength of 20,000
teachers.

Raveendran said India
deserves more than 75,000
startups and he sees poten-
tial for a million entrepre-
neurs in the country.

He further espoused
that if each of these mil-
lion startups employs only
100 people, there will be
100 million new jobs in
India. "When pressed on
the current environment
around the company, Byju
alluded that 261 of the
company's 300 founding
employees are still with
the company and are com-
mitted to the mission of
BYJU'S.

BYJU's expects 3-fold revenue
growth in FY'22

Bandhan Bank
offers 8%

interest on FD
Mumbai, Nov 13: 

Bandhan Bank, one of
the leading universal
banks has launched a
special limited-period
offer of higher interest
rates on fixed deposits.
These rates are applica-
ble for retail deposits of
up to Rs 2 crores and are
effective from November
7, 2022. This will be appli-
cable to fresh deposits as
well as renewals of ma-
turing deposits. With this
new offer, Bank is offer-
ing one of the highest in-
terest rates on Fixed
Deposits across the
Banking sector

With this increase, cus-
tomers will get an interest
rate of as high as 7.5% on
deposits for a tenure of 600
days. Senior Citizens can
reap the benefit of 0.50%
or 50 bps more, which will
take their returns to as
high as 8% for a 600-day
tenure FD. The Bank of-
fers 0.75% or 75 bps higher
interest rates to senior citi-
zens for FDs of tenure less
than 1 year.

Bangalore, Nov 13: 

India’s fastest growing JobTech
institute, Masai School, has
announced their latest
fundraise, where the company
has raised $10 million in a
Series B round led by Omidyar
Network India along with exist-
ing investors including India
Quotient and Unitus Ventures,
with the addition of Alteria
Capital. The round also saw
participation from 2 of Indian
sports stalwarts, the face of
women’s cricket, Mithali Raj
and the legendary footballer
Bhaichung Bhutia, as investors
and partners for an undisclosed
amount. The latest fund infu-
sion will enable the company,
currently India’s leading Pay-
After-Placement institute, to
launch 2 new course categories
while also enabling the expan-
sion of their flagship “zero-to-
one” skilling course in Software
Development and Data
Analytics. Speaking of the

fundraise, Prateek Shukla, CEO
and Co-founder, commented,
“This is an opportune time for
us to pick up our series B fund-
ing, and we are excited to work
with our new partners and our
current investors alike. Our mis-
sion remains to build the coun-
try’s largest employable tech
workforce. The last 3 years have
been proof of our competency
in bridging the tech skill gap for
over 800 tech companies who
have hired more than 2000
alumni. These programs, along
with Masai’s existing offering,
Masai 0NE, will be supported by
2 scholarships that are being
enabled by Bhaichung Bhutia
and Mithali Raj, who joined
forces with Masai because of
their shared interest in reimag-
ining higher education in India
Speaking at the press event,
Mithali Raj said, “The common
thought in India is that when a
woman chooses her sporting
career, her personal life takes a
backseat. 

Masai enters upskilling market 

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

State-owned Punjab &
Sind Bank would take a
call on raising equity capi-
tal through qualified insti-
tutional placement (QIP)
after taking into account
third quarter numbers
and pace of loan growth,
the bank's managing di-
rector Swarup Kumar
Saha said.

As far as capital adequa-
cy is concerned, the bank
is well-capitalised at 15.68
per cent and it can easily
take care of business
growth this year, he told
PTI in an interaction.

However, he said, "There
is a need to build some
buffer on the equity side.
So, we would plan a small

amount of capital mobili-
sation either through equi-
ty or bonds, say Rs 250
crore or Rs 300 crore.

"We will watch our third
quarter performance and
momentum of credit de-
mand and based on that
make a decision with re-
gard to QIP or other
means."

Punjab & Sind Bank to take
call on Rs 300 crore QIP in
fourth quarter: MD Saha

Swarup Kumar Saha

ANNUAL REPORT 2022

HCL Tech Chief Marketing Officer Jill Kouri (left) with HCL Foundation Vice President
and Director Nidhi Pundhir unveils the Annual Report 2022 of HCL Foundation.

Chennai, Nov 13 (PTI):

Hinduja Group flagship Ashok
Leyland is in advanced stage
of discussions with investors
for its electric vehicle business
and the delay was largely to
ensure that the company has
the 'right partner' to support
its growth plans. The city-
headquartered company of the
Hinduja Group is planning to
raise around USD 200-250 mil-
lion to support its electric
vehicles (EV) arm -- Switch
Mobility. Explaining the rea-
sons for the delay in finding
the right partner, Ashok
Leyland executive chairman
Dheeraj Hinduja said there has
been a slowdown globally on
EVs as a lot of people raised

money and were not able to
deliver. "We (Switch Mobility)
are in a very different position
because we have a number of
products operating in India,
the United Kingdom. The main
reason why we have been
delayed in fundraise is
because we really want to
make sure that we get the
right partner who supports the
business plan and we get the
correct valuation as well," he
told PTI in an brief interaction.

Delay in expansion plans as
we want right partner for

EV business: Ashok Leyland

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

No-frills carrier
SpiceJet on Saturday start-
ed non-stop flight between
Pune and Bangkok. The
airline also operates
flights to Bangkok from
Delhi and Kolkata. It has
also added another flight
on the Delhi-Bangkok
route from November 11. It
operates two daily non-
stop flights from Kolkata
to Bangkok, according to a
release. Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya

Scindia inaugurated the
Pune-Bangkok flight virtu-
ally. "The launch of this
new flight is a significant
step in strengthening
Pune's international con-
nectivity and we will soon
have a new flight connect-
ing Pune with Singapore
as well.

"We have been working
relentlessly towards mak-
ing Pune a world class air-
port a new terminal build-
ing is under construction
and should be ready by
next year, a new interna-
tional cargo terminal is
being built, an integrated
cargo terminal is also
being built and a multi-
level parking is ready and
is being tested," Scindia
said.

SpiceJet launches flight
between Pune, Bangkok

Happu Singh visits Kashi Nagri during Dev Deepawali 

T
he immensely popu-
lar Jodi from &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan, Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi),
and his "Dabangg
Dulhania" Rajesh
(Kamna Pathak) visited
Kashi Nagri to enjoy the
local festive fervour of
Dev Deepawali, explore
several ghats, enjoy boat
rides at the banks of the
Ganga River, gorge on
finger-licking street
food, and shop at the
city’s famous stores. We
caught up with Yogesh
Tripathi, from Uttar
Pradesh, and spoke to him

about his recent visit, his
experience exploring the

city and meeting his fans
and audience.

Excerpts of interview:
How was your experience

visiting Varanasi during Dev
Deepawali?

Dev Deepawali is undoubted-
ly one of the grandest festivals in

India, attended by millions across
the country. And I believe that
everyone from here has witnessed
this event at some point in their
lives. It is my second visit. I was a
teenager when I first saw the cele-
brations, and it was one of my life's

most memorable and magnificent
experiences! I had previously wit-
nessed the Dev Deepawali celebra-
tions at Assi Ghat, and I have to say
that it was all worthwhile. Every
step of the staircases at Varanasi
ghats was glittering with thou-
sands of diyas. The sparkling re-
flection of Diyas lit across the bank
of Ganga created a spectacular and
spellbinding view. The sky works
were breathtakingly beautiful and
a must-see! The entire city appears
picturesque and full of positive
vibes that day, as if you are in a dif-
ferent world.

What was the reason for your
visit to Varanasi at this time?

Our show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
enjoys a loyal fanbase in Uttar
Pradesh, which is why we decided
to visit Varanasi, the city of Ghats,
to meet and interact with our audi-
ence here. Varanasi is one of the
oldest cities in India and home to
world-famous temples, which at-
tract millions of devotees. We had a
great time interacting with our au-
dience during our visit. And what
better time than Dev Deepawali, as
one can witness unique and mes-
merising celebrations! Wherever
we travel, our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues and my catch-
phrases, "Arre Dada!" which makes
me very happy. I feel grateful to the
audience for always appreciating
our work, and we wish to continue
amusing all our viewers with many
more hilarious tracks.

Tell us more about your show
and your character.

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan is a
"Gharelu Comedy" that narrates
the escapades of Daroga Happu
Singh, his "Dabangg Dulhaniya"
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), an obsti-
nate mother, Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), and his nine
notorious children. He is a corrupt
policeman and keeps demanding a
bribe in the name of ‘nyochhavar’
but loves his family very much. My

character, Daroga Happu Singh,
with the oil-slicked hair that per-
fectly twirls on his forehead and
his goofy paan-stained grin that
highlights his typical moustache
and his funny potbelly, has made
viewers laugh like no other. My
character is immensely popular
with the audience, and wherever I
go, people call out to me as ‘Daroga
Happu Singh’ than Yogesh. They
even try to replicate my expression
fondly and the popular catchphrase
Arre Dada! Seeing their love and af-
fection towards my character
makes me happy and proud.

What do you look forward to
most when travelling to a new
place?

I would say food, and this trip
was no different. Ever since I land-
ed in the city, I made sure to feast
on the local cuisine and trust me,
even while talking with you, I can
feel the taste in my mouth. We
gorged ourselves on the city's delec-
table treats, such as Tamatar chaat,
Litti Chokha, Kulhad Ki Chai, and,
most importantly, a variety of
sweets such as Rajbhog, Kheer
Kadam, and jalebis. I grew up eat-
ing these delicacies because I am
from the same state and have visit-
ed the city many times, but my love
for them grows with each bite, and
I thoroughly enjoy them every time
(laughs).

Sadaa’s advice:
Choose solitude over
forced connections

A
ctress Sadaa, who was among the top ac-
tresses of the Tamil and Telugu film indus-
tries a while ago, has said that it is better to

remain alone than trying to be close to those that
don't like you. Taking to Instagram, the actress
penned a lengthy post on the topic.

She wrote: "Why is it that most of us are scared
of losing people from our lives, even if that
means being stuck in friendships/relation-
ships that are either dead or toxic or are
retained only for benefits?" "What we fail
to understand (is that) people are noth-
ing but energies and if you don't get good
vibes even if it's from someone who was
once very close to you, then it's in the best
interest of your own energy to cut the
chord with them and move on." "When you
know you have given it your all, but it still
don't feel good or right within, then it's time to
listen to your gut and choose yourself over a re-
lationship that's sucking you out of your energy.
After all, you only have yourself till the end of
your life. People come and go!" "Don't clutter
your life with people, trying to be close to
those that don't like you or the ones you
don't like. By being people's pleaser and
pretending to be nice to someone whom
you actually can't stand or someone
who doesn't mean well for you, you
are only harming yourself."

ACROSS

1. Stately trees

5. Camera glass

9. Appraises

14. Racetrack fence

15. Butter substitute

16. Put forth

17. Maryland's capital

19. Hair coloring

20. Fishing nets

21. Come in last

23. Polite address

24. Sycamore or oak

26. Profession

28. Paddle's kin

31. Aggravate

34. Push down

36. Bard of ____

37. Church benches

41. Molars

42. Brother's sib

43. Reef material

44. Rice wine

45. Average grades

46. Make amends

47. Restore confidence

50. Stitch

51. Contaminates

54. Former

56. Lump

57. Cut wood

60. Dried grape

64. ____ setter

66. Conclude

68. Loop of rope

69. Bargain

70. Caribous' kin

71. Door sign

72. Peppy

73. "Friends" character

DOWN

1. Historic times

2. Rural road

3. Skirt length

4. Slope

5. Not as tight

6. Building section

7. Rocker ____ Young

8. Middling (hyph.)

9. Microwave again

10. Cutting tool

11. High-strung

12. Tennessee ____ Ford

13. Beatle Ringo ____

18. Expire

22. Skim over

25. Rubs out

27. Plant again

28. Selects
29. Zone
30. Smell
32. Climbing plants
33. 50-50 chance (hyph.)
35. Howard ____ of radio
38. God of love
39. Subside
40. Large amount
43. Roman general
45. Ready money
48. Engraver
49. Hardly ever
51. Strong string
52. Baseball great Hank ____
53. Dolt
55. Oven gadget
58. Chances
59. Chick's sound
61. Grain tower
62. Pen fluids
63. Loch ____ monster
65. NNW's opposite
67. Asphalt
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A
ctress Sobhita
Dhulipala, who made
a mark with the

streaming show 'Made in
Heaven', seems to be teasing
her fans with a spoiler from
the show's upcoming second
season. The actress recently
graced an award ceremony
in Mumbai for which she
wore a Goth, look sporting a
velvet gown, a veil, gloves
and a cap. Taking to the story
section of her Instagram, the
actress also posted an image
with 'Made in Heaven' co-star
Jim Sarbh. In the image,
Sobhita has her hand on
Sarbh's neck and it's left
everyone speculating on
whether the actress. She
wrote on the picture: "Mih
(Made in Heaven) szn (sea-
son) 2 spoiler lol iykyk (if
you know, you know)." The
picture seems to point to the
friction between Sobhita's
character Tara and Jim's
Adil Khanna in the series
this season. After a success-
ful first season, 'Made in
Heaven 2' set against the
backdrop of lavish Indian
weddings, reportedly char-
ters into international wa-
ters this season. The actress
has been a part of successful
projects like 'Major' and
'Ponniyin Selvan'. She will be
next seen in 'Made in Heaven'
season 2 and in 'Night
Manager' with Aditya Roy
Kapur and Anil Kapoor.

Sobhita
Dhulipala

drops major
spoiler from

‘Made in
Heaven’ 

season 2

A
asif Sheikh, who
plays Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra in

&TV's cult comedy show
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, has
played numerous charac-
ters, and has a career
spanning three decades;
he ruled the 80s, 90s, and
20s in terms of comedy
shows and films. Aasif
Sheikh has always nailed
his performances and
made the audience believe
in him because of his
sheer talent, conviction,
and experience. Aasif
Sheikh, who will soon be
celebrating his 58th birth-
day, talks about the cele-
bration plans, his journey
in the industry and up-
coming projects.

Excerpts of interview:
How are you celebrat-

ing your birthday this
year?

Birthdays have always

been special to me be-
cause they remind me of
all the amazing years I
spent with incredible peo-
ple. This year's birthday
will be a working birthday
for me as I will be shooting
for a film. However, I in-
tend to take my family out
for dinner the next day. If
my shooting schedule al-
lows, I would also like to
do a live Instagram ses-
sion for my devoted fans,
who have always been
there for me every step of

the way. So, any celebra-
tion for me would be in-
complete without their
presence.

Any special gifts you
have received so far?

My family and my show
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai are
two of the most precious
gifts I have ever received,
and I don't think anything
could be more special.

When did you begin
your career as an actor?
Did you anticipate such
a successful journey?

I never considered be-
coming an actor. I was a
sportsman who competed
at the state and national
levels. Due to board
exams, I could not attend
selections, and my father
did not see a future in
sports, so my sporting ca-
reer ended. I got into hotel
management after finish-
ing intermediate, but it

wasn't exciting enough. I
had a few friends who
were doing theatre at the
time at the Sri Ram
Centre. That's how I be-
came interested in drama.
I worked as a theatre assis-
tant in plays and played
extremely small roles, all
to get my acting career in
shape. I was only 18 when I
began working on my first
show. There was no
money to buy food or a
place to stay. Now when I
look back, I feel the strug-
gle was well worth it.

Do you consider your
role as Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra a watershed mo-
ment in your career?

The team wanted a
younger actor to play
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
in Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai.
They looked at actors aged
between 35–40, so I didn’t
fit into their scheme.

Aasif Sheikh’s low-key 58th birthday celebration

A
ctress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu has penned a post
of gratitude to her trainer

Junaid Shaikh for not letting her
give up during testing times.

Taking to Instagram, the actress
wrote: "Junaid Shaikh has never
ever thought I did enough to de-
serve my favourite Jalebi. But
today, he did, to celebrate
Yashoda's success and especially
the action scenes."

"The last few months you have
been among the few people who
have seen it all... my lowest of
lows, through the weakness,
through the tears, through the
high dose steroid therapies,
through it all." "You didn't let me
give up and I know you won't let
me ever give up. Thank you," she
wrote. Samantha is currently un-
dergoing treatment for an auto-im-
mune condition called Myositis.
Myositis is a condition wherein
one's own immune system attacks
one's own muscles.

Samantha
thanks trainer
Junaid Shaikh
for not letting

her give up

A
ctress Sanya Malhotra, is
celebrating the second
anniversary of her black

comedy film 'Ludo'. The multi-
starrer film, directed by Anurag
Basu, was released directly on
OTT owing to the first year of
the pandemic.

On Saturday, Sanya took to
the story section of her
Instagram to share throwback
pictures and videos from the
film's set. The videos and pic-
tures show her in the company

of her co-stars Aditya Roy
Kapur and Rohit Saraf, with
whom she can be seen dancing
on the 'O beta ji' song, which was
reprised for 'Ludo'. 'Ludo', which
was released exactly 2 years ago
on Netflix, was received well by
the audience for its finely craft-
ed screenplay interspersed with
humour and signature Anurag
Basu treatment, who is known
for his off-beat style of direction
much like his namesake Anurag
Kashyap.

Sanya Malhotra celebrates
2nd anniversary of ‘Ludo’
with throwback pictures
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Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

England's golden gener-
ation of white ball crick-
eters overcame a spirited
Pakistan to lift the T20
World Cup trophy with a
comfortable five-wicket
victory here on Sunday.

The Pakistani fans were
longing for an encore of
1992 when Imran Khan's
team created history at
this very venue but bat-
ting let Babar Azam's side
down as 137 for 8 was
never going to be good
enough.

The seasoned Ben
Stokes (52 not out off 49
balls) just like the 2019
ODI World Cup, anchored
the chase despite occa-
sional scratchiness and
had a calm Moeen Ali (19)
as an ideal foil.

They chased down the
target in 19 overs to re-
gain the title they had
won in 2010 in the West
Indies.

Experienced Haris Rauf
and young Nasim Shah
bowled their hearts out to
prevent it from becoming
a one-sided game but
Stokes soaked the pres-
sure along with Ali as the
duo put on a 48-run stand
for the fifth wicket to nail
the win that avenged
England's loss to the same

rivals in the '92 World Cup
final.

Shaheen Shah Afridi
also could not bowl his
full quota of overs after
suffering a hamstring in-
jury while fielding and
that too helped England.

But player of the
evening certainly was left-

arm seamer Sam Curran,
whose couple of spells
had heavily tilted the
game in the favour
England.

Shane Warne had tor-
mented Pakistan at the
Lord's in the 1999 final and
it was turn of another leg-
gie Adil Rashid to flum-

mox them.
Stokes took 30 balls to

measure the Pakistani at-
tack but with no score-
board pressure, the south-
paw pressed the accelera-
tor just when needed to
finish the match.

England's depth in re-
sources could be gauged

from the fact that they be-
came the champions de-
spite not having Dawid
Malan, Mark Wood in the
knock-out games and
Jonny Bairstow, a T20 su-
perstar in the form of his
life, was not available for
the tournament.

It was seven years back

in this very country that
England's limited overs
cricket lay in tatters with
a dated approach and lack
of intent being pointed as
the reason for a group
league exit from the ODI
World Cup.

The core of the team
was changed along with

the mindset and in three
years time, England now
have both the white ball ti-
tles in their closet having
identified match-winners
in this format.

The revolution was
started by an Irishman
who responded to the
name of Eoin Morgan. He

moulded the ODI team
into a champion outfit
and handed the T20 baton
to an able Gen-Next leader
in Jos Buttler.

A champion T20 player
in his own right, Buttler
in the past few months,
has proved to be a leader
of men and in fact put
Pakistan under immense
pressure with his heart-
warming humility.

The MCG rooted for
Pakistan but no one
grudged when Stokes
pumped his fists after
what had been an incredi-
bly difficult few years, bat-
tling depression and men-
tal health issues.

In front of an audience
of 80,462, two highly-rated
but not enough celebrated
T20 bowlers Curran and
Rashid scripted the win.
The duo put relentless
pressure on the Pakistan
batting line-up to restrict
the opposition to a below-
par 137 for eight.

ENGLAND WIN SECOND T20 WC TITLE
Pakistan: 137 for 8 in 20
overs (Shan Masood 38;
Sam Curran 3/12).
England: 138 for 5 wick-
ets in 19 overs (Ben
Stokes 52 not out; Haris
Rauf 2/23).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

The shock loss to
Ireland did hurt but the
players moved on quickly
from that 'little blip' to
focus on the road ahead,
said star England all-
rounder Ben Stokes after
scoring a match-winning
52 in the T20 World Cup
final against Pakistan
here on Sunday.

Stokes showed his big
match prowess once again
with a gritty fifty under
extreme pressure to help
England to their second
T20 World Cup title. He
looked back on the team's
memorable campaign.

"With that (defeat to
Ireland) being so early in
the competition we obvi-
ously had to address it, say
what had to be said and
then let it go," Stokes, who
was also instrumental in
England's 2019 World Cup
triumph, said after the
five-wicket win.

"In tournaments like
these you can't carry bag-
gage with you, that was a
little blip on the way, credit
to Ireland for turning up
and beating us, but the
best teams learn from
their mistakes and not let
it affect them," said Stokes.

England skipper Jos
Buttler, who was made
white-ball captain earlier
this year, was all praise for
his team which has set the
benchmark in limited over
cricket. "To win the T20
World Cup now, immense-
ly proud of everyone here.
It has been a long journey
and few changes but we
are reaping the rewards of
how we have played in the
last few years.

"It's been a fantastic
tournament. We went to
Pakistan before coming
here, which was a valuable
time for the group and this
felt a long way after the
Ireland match but the
character we showed from
thereon in must-win
games is amazing.

"He (coach Matty Motts)
has fitted in really well.
We have got a few
Australians in the coach-
ing staff with us in this
tournament and he has led
the coaching staff really
well, gives the players
great freedom."

Sam Curran became the
first specialist bowler to
win the Player of the tour-
nament award for taking
13 wickets in six matches.

Besides Curran, Buttler
also lauded leggie Adil
Rashid, who delivered
with wickets in the middle
overs throughout the tour-
nament including in the
final.

"Huge swing in the
game, that was a fantastic
over from Adil. He has
been outstanding for us in
the last three games, just
the guy who makes things
happen and his perform-
ance was outstanding," the
England skipper said.

You can’t carry baggage
of defeat: Stokes

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

England left-arm pacer
Sam Curran was named the
player of the tournament
following his team's five
wicket win over Pakistan in
the T20 World Cup final
here on Sunday.

Curran, who made a
comeback from injury earli-
er this year, was also the
player of the match for his
remarkable figures of three
for 12 in four overs in the
summit clash. He ended the
tournament with 13 wickets
at an impressive economy
rate of 6.52 runs per over.

"MCG has big square
boundaries, so I knew my
into the wicket type bowl-
ing would work and try to
make them hit square of
the wicket. We felt the wick-

et was not as good as we
thought it would be.

"It was nipping around
everywhere and it was chal-
lenge to chase. I go into the
wicket with my slower balls
and try to keep the batsmen
guessing," Curran said
after the game.

England had restricted
Pakistan to 137 for eight in
20 overs. Ben Stokes then
scored an unbeaten 52 off
49 balls to help England lift
their second T20 World Cup
title. "We are World
Champions, how good.
Incredibly special (to have
Stokes). He is someone I
look up to and always turns
up when the team needs
him, people question him
but there's no questioning
him, he's the man," said
Curran.

England’s Sam Curran
named player of tournament

Melbourne, Nov 13 (PTI):

Australian all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell could miss
the India tour next year
after fracturing his leg in a
"freak accident" at a birth-
day party here. The 34-year-
old underwent a surgery on
Sunday after fracturing his
left fibula at a friend's 50th
birthday celebration. It is
understood the incident
took place on Saturday in a
backyard, where Maxwell
and his friend were run-
ning around. "Both slipped
and fell, with Maxwell's leg
becoming trapped under
the other person's, under-
stood to be a friend of
Maxwell's," cricket.com.au
reported. "Neither were in-
toxicated and the other per-
son is not believed to have
sustained an injury."
Australia are slated to play
four Tests and three ODIs
during their tour of India
in February-March next
year. It remains to be seen if
he recovers in time to par-
ticipate in the fixtures.

New Delhi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Indian shooters continued their
gold rush in the 15th Asian
Airgun Championship in
Daegu, Korea, sweeping all the
four team event golds on offer
on Sunday.
They have so far won as many
as 10 gold medals from the
competition. The day began
with the men's air rifle trio of
Arjun Babuta, Kiran Ankush
Jadhav and Rudrankksh
Balasaheb Patil beating
Kazakhstan 17-11 in the men's
10m air rifle team competition.
The women emulated their
male counterparts when
Mehuli Ghosh, Elavenil
Valarivan and Meghana
Sajjanar overcame hosts Korea
16-10 in their team event title

decider. The junior men's team
was not to be left behind as
Divyansh Singh Panwar, Sri
Karthik Sabari Raj Ravishankar
and Vidit Jain got the better of
hosts Korea with a 16-10 mar-
gin. The junior women's air
rifle team comprising Nancy,
Ramita and Tilottama Sen then
added the icing on the cake
when they crushed yet another
Korean team, 16-2, in the final.
On Saturday, Sheersh Kashyap,
Parth Mane and Abhinav Shaw
had claimed the men's 10m air
rifle team youth title with a 16-
8 victory over hosts Korea.
It was India-Korea yet again on
Saturday, in the women's
youth team final as Gautami
Bhanot, Hazel and Yukthi
Rajendra bagged the gold 16-6
in the final.

Maxwell fractures leg 
in freak accident, might

miss tour of India

Gold rush continues for
India at Asian Airgun

Championship

Liverpool, Nov 13 (AP):

Darwin Nunez signed
off for the World Cup in
style by scoring twice in
Liverpool's 3-1 win
against Southampton in
the Premier League.

The Uruguay interna-
tional took his season's
total to nine goals in all
competitions, which is
one more than Sadio
Mane at the same stage
last year.

Nunez's strikes under-
lined his growing influ-
ence on Liverpool, with
seven goals in his last 10
appearances.

It also ensured Jurgen
Klopp's team headed into
the Premier League's
break for the World Cup
in high spirits after such
an uncertain start to the
season.

Back-to-back league
wins against Tottenham

and Southampton will lift
the mood around Anfield
after losing four times al-

ready. With qualification
to the round of 16 of the
Champions League also

secured, it means
Liverpool can look ahead
to the resumption of the
campaign in December
with some optimism.

A title challenge may
already look beyond
Klopp's team but the
German will see green
shoots of hope, not least
in the form of his major
summer acquisition,
Nunez.

The former Benfica for-
ward was signed for an
initial fee of 75 million to
replace Mane, who joined
Bayern Munich. That fig-
ure could rise as high as
104 million.

But despite coming in
with such a large price
tag, Nunez had looked far
from the finished article,
while Mane's absence has
been felt.

Nunez's double against
Southampton will be so
encouraging for Klopp,

Dubai, Nov 13 (PTI):

The ICC on Sunday said
the Afghanistan govern-
ment supports the world
body's constitution and
has "in principle" agreed to
resuming women's cricket
in the country.

Afghanistan cricket, es-
pecially the women's game,
had plunged into uncer-
tainty last year due to the
drastic changes in the po-
litical landscape following
the takeover of the coun-
try by the Taliban.

There were reports that
Afghan women, including
the country's women's
cricket team, were banned
from playing sport under
the Taliban administra-
tion. The ICC had then set
up a Working Group to re-
view the status of cricket
in the country.

The Board received an
update from the
Afghanistan Working

Group detailing a recent
meeting with a representa-
tive of the Afghanistan
government and the
Afghanistan Cricket Board
in Doha. The government
official reiterated their
commitment to fully re-
spect and comply with the
ICC constitution, in partic-
ular the need for diversity
and inclusivity and for the
ACB to operate independ-
ent from government in-
terference, the ICC said.

"The meeting was posi-
tive and respectful and the
government representa-
tive was clear in his sup-
port for the ICC constitu-
tion including in principle
for women's cricket in
Afghanistan," Working
Group Chair Imran
Khwaja said.

"There are obviously
challenges for it to resume
but we will continue to
work with the ACB to take
this forward.

Afghanistan govt has in
principle agreed to resume
women’s cricket, says ICC

Nunez double secures Liverpool
win against Southampton

Liverpool's Uruguayan striker Darwin Nunez celebrates scoring
his team's second goal during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Liverpool and Southampton at Anfield in
Liverpool, north west England.

Ranchi, Nov 13 (PTI):

Openers Shubam
Rohilla and Ravi Chauhan
hammered centuries as
Services trounced a formi-
dable Mumbai by eight
wickets, reaching the tar-
get of 265 in 45.3 overs in a
Group E match of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here
on Sunday.

Sent in to bat by
Services, Mumbai rode on
a superb century by young
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
(104, 122 balls, 13 fours)
and useful knocks of by
Shams Mulani 48 (58 balls,
5 fours) and skipper
Ajinkya Rahane 43 (67
balls, 3 fours) to post 264
for nine in 50 overs.

After a stuttering start,
Jaiswal and Rahane stead-
ied the innings, adding 105
runs for the third wicket.
The left-handed Jaiswal
was then involved in a 47-
run stand with Mulani for
the sixth wicket. Some late

hitting by Tanush Kotian
(26, 16 balls, 2 fours, 2
sixes) took the Mumbai
score to 264 though they
lost wickets at regular in-
tervals. In reply, the
Services openers -- left-
handed Rohilla and right-
handed batter Chuahan --
dominated the Mumbai at-
tack. He smacked 15
boundaries and hit 4 sixes
to send the opposition
bowling on a leather hunt.
The opening duo put on
231 runs before Chauhan
fell to Aman Khan. Rohilla
continued to torment the
Mumbai bowling further
and took the score to 261
before being bowled by
Royston H Dias for 135.

Rahul Singh Gahlaut (19
not out) and Amit
Pachhara (5 not out) took
Services past the finish
line in the 46th over.

Mumbai had opened the
tournament with a facile
win over Bengal on
Saturday.

Rohilla, Chauhan hammer
tons as Services beat
Mumbai by 8 wickets

‘Safeguarding national interests 
is the main focus of Govt’

Chandigarh, Nov 13 (PTI):  

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
asserted that safeguarding
national interests is the
main focus of the BJP-led
government and anyone
casting an evil eye on
India is now given a befit-
ting reply. "India is no
longer weak. We believe in
peace," Singh said, adding
that a befitting reply is
now given if anyone tries
to harm us.

Our soldiers have
proved this time and
again, Singh said referring
to the 2016 surgical strikes
and 2019 Balakot
airstrikes. He also men-
tioned about the bravery
shown by soldiers during

the Galwan Valley standoff
in eastern Ladakh. Singh
was addressing a gather-
ing after unveiling the stat-
ue of legendary warrior
Prithviraj Chauhan in
Haryana's Jhajjar. Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and State BJP
chief O P Dhankar were
also present.

He said to get rid of the
colonial mindset, the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has taken a number
of initiatives, including a
new Indian Navy ensign
inspired from Maratha
warrior Chhatrapati
Shivaji, abolition of
around 1,500 obsolete
British-era laws, renam-
ing of Rajpath as Kartavya
Path and installation of a

grand statue of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at
India Gate. More than
1,500 archaic laws dating
back to the British rule,
whose relevance was com-

pletely over, have been
abolished. There are many
such laws for which we are
preparing a scheme, he
said. We will scrap these
too, the minister said.

Without naming the
Congress, Singh also at-
tacked the grand old party
for creating a needless
controversy over the pres-
ence of a lotus image on
the G20 logo, unveiled by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently.

The Congress has ac-
cused the BJP of promot-
ing its poll symbol while
the ruling party claimed its
rival was denigrating
India's national flower.
India will assume the pres-
idency of the powerful
grouping from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an intergov-
ernmental forum of the
world's major developed
and developing economies.
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‘Restore statehood 
to J&K at the earliest’

Jammu, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Seeking early restora-
tion of Jammu and
Kashmir's statehood and
installation of an elected
government, the AAP on
Sunday claimed that pro-

longed central rule in the
erstwhile state was a nega-
tion of the Constitutional
guarantees.

Chairman Jammu and
Kashmir AAP state co-or-
dination committee Harsh
Dev Singh made the re-
marks at a function here
in which several
sarpanches and panches
joined the party.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre had abrogated
Article 370, which accord-
ed special status to the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir, and bifurcat-
ed it into union territories
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh, which came
into existence on October
31 that year.

Indian Army’s ‘Dil Maange More’
short film festival begins 

Udhampur, Nov 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Army has
started a short film festival
'Dil Maange More', aimed
at empowering young film-
makers from Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. The
Dil Maange More Short
Film Festival (DMMSFF)
is an initiative of the
Northern Command of the
Indian Army.

On the opening day of
the festival on Saturday,
masterclasses by award-
winning and renowned
filmmakers like Imtiaz Ali
and Rahul Mittra were or-
ganised, officials said.
"The first ever 'Dil Maange

More' short film festival
conducted by the Northern
Command opened to a fan-
tastic response by the
youth of Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh at Udhampur,"
General officer
Commanding (GoC) 71-sub
area, Major General S S
Patil told reporters here.

The month-long festival,
curated by Captain Rahul
Bali, is being organised in
association with
Innovations India. Major
Gen Patil said Indian
Army is steadfast in its en-
deavour of nation building
and lending all the support
possible to the youth of
J&K and Ladakh for their

growth and development.
The short film festival is a
step in that direction, he
added.

The interactive work-
shops and masterclasses
by filmmakers Rahul
Mittra, Imtiaz Ali, Umesh
Shukla, Rahat Kazmi
along with acclaimed ac-
tors Sara Khan and Tariq
Khan were attended by
more than 15,000 youth
both in online and offline
mode, officials said.

"Dil Maange More Short
Film Festival is dedicated
to the independent, talent-
ed and discerning film
makers from J&K and
Ladakh, who crave to

showcase their deftness
and craft of film making to
the world via short films,"
Ali said.

According to officials,
the participants would be
required to make short
films of 5-15 minutes dura-
tion on the given themes
and submit their entries
online by December 10.
The finale of the festival
would be held in
Udhampur on December
16, 2022. The top three win-
ners would be awarded
cash prizes, trophies and
merit certificates by the
Indian Army. They would
also be mentored by Ali,
Mittra and Shukla.

Birds swim in the Ana Sagar Lake during sunrise in Ajmer district, Sunday.

SCENIC BEAUTY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaks during the unveiling
ceremony of a statue of Prithviraj Chauhan, in Jhajjar, Sunday. 

Harsh Dev Singh

‘J-K victim of Centre’s
wrong policies’

Srinagar, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir is the
victim of "wrong policies" of
the BJP-led Central govern-
ment which is out to "destroy"
the very foundation of democ-
racy, senior Congress leader
Ghulam Ahmad Mir said on
Sunday.

"Only Congress party is ca-
pable enough to defeat divisive
and anti-people policies of the
BJP. The Congress will remain
committed to the cause of
working and strengthening
people of all shades living in
the country," the former J&K
Pradesh Congress Committee
(JKPCC) president said.

Mir was addressing booth-
level delegates of Sagam block
of Kokernag area in South

Kashmir's Anantnag district.
"BJP government at the

Centre is out to destroy the
very foundation of the democ-
racy in the country as it has
done in Jammu and Kashmir
aiming to rule it through re-
mote control," he said.

Ghulam Ahmad Mir 


