
Convicted 
TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm::  A
local court here on Friday
convicted 11 RSS workers in
the murder case of Anavoor
Narayanan Nair that hap-
pened back in 2013. 

Dedicate
RRaammaagguunnddaamm:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday dedicated
Ramagundam Fertilizers and
Chemicals Ltd (RFCL) fertil-
izer plant here in Peddapalli
district that has been
revived at a cost of Rs 6,338
crore, to the nation.

Retirement
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former AIIMS
director Dr Randeep Guleria
has taken voluntary retire-
ment after serving at the
premier institute for more
than 30 years. His five-and-
a-half-year tenure as direc-
tor of the institute ended on
September 23 after which
he had applied for VRS,
which has been approved.
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Shimla, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Himachal Pradesh
recorded a voter turnout
of 65.92 per cent till 5 pm
on Saturday, the Election
Commission said, citing
provisional polling figures
for the state where the rul-
ing BJP and the opposi-
tion Congress are locked
in an aggressive fight.

Voting began at 8 am on
a slow note but picked up
as the day progressed and
the sun warmed the win-
ter chill. The assembly
election is a crucial test for
the BJP which is hoping to
beat precedent and return
to power while the

Congress has urged voters
to go by tradition of voting
out the incumbent.

Only around five per
cent polling was recorded
in the first hour, while till
11 am, it was 19.98 per
cent. It notched up to 37.19
per cent by 1 pm and 55.65
per cent till 3 pm.

Till 5 pm, a 65.92 per cent
turnout was recorded, the
Election Commission (EC)
said.

The highest polling of
72.35 per cent was record-
ed in Sirmour district fol-
lowed by 68.48 per cent in
Solan and 67.67 per cent in
Una and 67.5 per cent in
Lahaul and Spiti.

The high-altitude dis-
trict of Lahaul and Spiti

had recorded 21.95 per
cent, the lowest, till 1 pm,
but polling was brisk as
the sun came out.

Shillai recorded the
highest 77 per cent
turnout while Sarkaghat
recorded the lowest 55.40
per cent, among the 68 as-
sembly constituencies in
the hill state, the poll panel
said.

Seraj constituency in
Mandi district from where
Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur is contesting and
Sujanpur recorded 74 per
cent polling, according to
the provisional figures.
Among the other con-
stituencies, Anni recorded
polling of 63.65 per cent,
Arki 66 per cent, Churah

60.83 per cent and
Dalhousie 63 per cent.

Chief Minister Thakur
voted in Mandi along with
his wife and daughters
after offering prayers at a
local temple, while
Himachal Pradesh
Congress chief Pratibha
Singh and her son
Vikramaditya Singh voted
in Rampur.

Earlier in the day, the
Congress leader along
with her son paid obei-
sance at the Shani temple
in Shimla. Former chief
minister Prem Kumar
Dhumal and his son, and
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur voted in
Hamirpur along with fam-
ily members.

Hyderabad, Nov 12 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday made the "family
politics" jibe at the ruling
TRS in Telangana and said
the state needs a govern-
ment that works for all
families and not just one.

Seeking to make light of
criticism from his adver-
saries, Modi said the "2-3
kg" of abuses he receives
everyday keep him going
to serve people as such
words are the "nutrition"
that turns the harsh re-
marks into positive energy.

"The agenda in politics
should be service-orient-
ed. But in Telangana the
mandate of those who got
mandate--their entire
focus is to abuse Modi.

Sometimes people ask me,
Modiji, are you not tired.
Yesterday I was in Delhi in
the morning then
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and now
in Telangana. People ask
me whether I don't get

tired," he said at a public
meeting here. "Then I will
tell them that daily I con-
sume 2-3 kg of abusive
words. And God has creat-
ed me in such a way, God
has blessed me in such
way that all those abusive
words are processed and
converted as nutrition in
my system. It becomes
positive energy which will
be helped to serve the peo-
ple," the PM said.

He further stated that
some people, out of disap-
pointment, depression and
fear have 'exhausted' the
dictionary to abuse him.

He asked his supporters
not to be concerned with
such abusive language as
the rival was left with
nothing other than such
words.

Chennai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

An all-Legislative party
meeting, chaired by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday, said it
rejected the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment
providing 10 per cent EWS
quota by the Centre, saying
it created caste-discrimina-
tion among the poor.

The meeting, boycotted
by Principal opposition
AIADMK and its ally BJP,
urged the State government
to register its opinions
when a review petition is
filed.

The ruling DMK had an-
nounced it would file a re-
view petition against the
November 8 five-judge
Supreme Court Bench up-
holding the 10 per cent

reservation for the econom-
ically weaker sections
(EWS). The quota was up-
held 3-2 by the Bench.

"We reject the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment
providing 10 per cent reser-
vation to castes that have
progressed since it is
against the social justice en-
visioned by the
Constitution, against vari-
ous apex court verdicts, and
for creating caste discrimi-
nation among the poor," the
all-party meeting resolved.

"When a review petition
is filed in the Supreme
Court in this connection,
we request the Tamil Nadu
government to also strongly
place its opinions to ensure
social justice and equality,"
the resolution read.

While the participating

parties supported poverty
alleviation schemes, "we
will not allow the basic val-
ues of social justice concept
to be shattered."

Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, Higher
Education Minister K
Ponmudy said those who at-
tended the meeting extend-
ed support to the issue.

DMK's allies -- Congress,
Left parties, MDMK, and
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) -- besides
NDA constituent Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK) par-
ticipated in the meeting.

He questioned the ab-
sence of the AIADMK,
pointing out that its stal-
warts, the late chief minis-
ters MG Ramachandran
and J Jayalalithaa, always
stood for social justice.

Chennai, Nov 12 (PTI):  

Nalini Sriharan, her husband
and three other convicts in the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case were released from Tamil
Nadu prisons on Saturday
evening.
Immediately after she was
released from the special
prison for women in Vellore,
Nalini went to the Vellore cen-
tral prison from where her
husband V Sriharan alias
Murugan was released and
became emotional upon see-
ing him.
Murugan, along with Santhan,
both Sri Lankan nationals,
were taken in a police vehicle
following their release to the

special refugee camp in
Tiruchirappalli in the state.
Two other Lankan nationals --
Robert Payas and Jayakumar -
- released from the Puzhal
prison here, were taken to the
special refugee camp in
Tiruchirappalli to be lodged
there.
Earlier, another convict who
was set free in May earlier,
Perarivalan, along with his
mother Arputhammal received
the duo at the Puzhal prison.

Mumbai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan on
Saturday paid customs
duty of Rs 6.88 lakh after
personnel at Mumbai air-
port found Rs 18 lakh
worth watches in the com-
bined baggage of the actor
and five members of his
team on their arrival from
Dubai in a private jet.

The amount was paid
on the actor's behalf by
his bodyguard Ravi
Shankar Singh, the offi-
cial said.

Khan, his manager
Pooja Dadlani, Singh and
three other members of
the actor's entourage land-
ed at the General Aviation
Terminal of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport
around 12.30 am in a char-
tered flight.

During the screening of
their baggage, customs
personnel found six luxu-
ry watches in two of the
six bags of the entourage
members, the official said.

The watches were eval-
uated for Rs 17.86 lakh and
based on the prevailing
rate, customs duty of Rs
6.88 lakh was levied, he
said.
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Asha Kiran Parganiha

BBhhiillaaii::  Sector 2 resident Asha
Kiran Parganiha, wife of
Rajendra Parganiha left for
heavenly abode on Sunday.
Funeral procession will be
taken out from her residence
situated at 6-A, Avenue C,
Sector 2 on November 03
around 09:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal remains
will be performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She
was the mother of Shikhar
Parganiha.

OBITUARY
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Bhilai, Nov 12: Helper (at-
tendant) of a school van was
killed while the van driver
and a scooter rider were in-
jured in a mishap which oc-
curred at Arya Nagar in
Kohka on Saturday evening.
The incident occurred when
the school van was return-
ing back to school after

dropping the children. The
rashly moving van hit a
scooter rider and hopped
into a nullah.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
with the Tempo Trax
(school van) vehicle of
Krishna Public School,
Sundar Nagar. Kutelabhata
resident Dinesh Kumar
Daharia (35) was driving the

vehicle while Kohka
Bajrangpara resident
Mordhwaj Sahu (45) was
travelling with him as
helper (attendant). The
rashly moving vehicle
moved off road after hitting
a scooter rider. The driver
lost control over the vehicle
and it turned turtle after
jumping into a nullah.

Helper Mordhwaj Sahu

suffered fatal injuries and
was pronounced dead at the
hospital. Driver Dinesh
Kumar Daharia has also suf-
fered injuries and is recu-
perating in the hospital. On
the other hand, the scooter
rider was a Zomato Delivery
partner and has suffered a
fracture in his leg. Supela
Police lodged a complaint
and investigations are on.

Inter School MGM 
Fest from Nov 14

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1122::  The Diocesan-
Mission Education Board Bhilai of
MGM Group of Institutions is or-
ganising VIII th Inter MGM
Schools Fest - 2022 on November
14-15, 2022 in the CCET campus
jointly hosted by Mar Baselios
Vidhya Bhawan, Christian College
Of Engineering and Technology
and Saint Thomas College Kailash
Nagar. Opening ceremony will be
held on November 14, 2022 at 9:00
hrs. Chief Guest on the occasion
will be Thomas Chacko, DIG,
Sashatra Seema Bal, Bhilai. The
programme will be chaired by V
Rev Thomas Ramban, Vice
President St Thomas Mission,
Bhilai. Valedictory Function will be
held on November 15, 2022 at

14:00 hrs. Chief guest of this clos-
ing ceremony will be Abhay
Jaiswal, District Education Officer,
Durg and the function will be
chaired by His Grace Alexios Mar
Eusebius Manager Bishop, MGM
Group of Institutions. The theme
of this year's festival is 'Ajadi Ka
Mahotsava'. Around 2000 stu-
dents and 150 teachers from 26 in-
stitutions of MGM group from all
over the country will attend the
festival. Competitions will be con-
ducted in 36 cultural and 34 sports
events spread over 2 days. Online
festival for some events has al-
ready started from November 11.
Cultural Nite will be conducted on
evening of November 14 to pro-
vide platform to students to show-
case their hidden talent socially
interact with one another.

Constable suspended for
involvement in Mahadev Book  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: Constable
Sahdev Singh, posted at
Kumhari Police Station,
has been suspended due to
his active involvement in
illegal activities specifical-
ly supporting and partici-
pating in Mahadev Book
online betting app.
Considering his suspi-
cious activities and stay-
ing away from duty with-
out information, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava had is-
sued orders to conduct a
departmental inquiry
against him.

Investigation was con-
ducted by two IPS Officers
and it was discovered that

Constable Sahdev Singh
was actively participating
in Mahadev Book online
cricket betting racket and
was also leaking sensitive
police information to those
involved in organised
crimes. SP Dr Pallava in-
formed that Departmental
Inquiry has been initiated
and strict action will be
taken against errant police
personnel.

According to informa-
tion, Constable Sahdev
Singh was missing from
duty for several months
without giving any infor-
mation to his superiors.
He was in constant touch
with the kingpin of the
Mahadev Book racket.

Now the mobile phone call
details have confirmed
that he was actively in-
volved in this illegal activi-
ty. It could be recollected
here that in the month of
March this year, some po-
lice personnel were found
involved in Mahadev Book
racket after which some of
them were suspended
from the services. CSP
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) and
CSP Vaibhav Banker are
conducting a probe over
this matter. On the basis of
call details and other tech-
nical inputs, involvement
of Sahdev Singh was con-
firmed after which depart-
mental action was taken
against him.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: In view of
the upcoming birth an-
niversary of first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, fondly remem-
bered as Chacha Nehru,
free health check-up
camps are being organised
for children.

Through Regional
Clinical and Infectious
Diseases Laboratories
under Anaemia
Awareness Programme
the camps are being con-
ducted across the district.
In this sequel, the aware-
ness programme was con-
ducted in Shakuntala

School on Saturday, where
experts also arranged a
special health camp for the
children.

Dr Shrutika Tamarkar
Yadav (DNB) giving de-
tailed on the programme.
She explained through
Regional Clinical and
Infectious Diseases
Laboratories, Nandani
Road, Power House her
team is running an
awareness programme
on Anaemia. In this se-
quel, a free health check-
up camp was organised at
Shakuntala School,
Ramnagar, where around
1100 children got their
health check-up done.

Along with the health
test, the children were
also tested for blood
group and haemoglobin.
Apart from this, the team
of BDM MDS Dr Chinar
Fating examined the
teeth of the children dur-
ing the health camp.

Explaining why getting
tested for anaemia is im-
portant, Dr Shrutika said
that due to it children be-
come irritable, weak,
avoid playing and eating
food, last but not the
least, heart rate increases
and hands and feet be-
come cold. Also, nails and
hair get damaged. That's
why it is necessary to find

out whether the child is
suffering from the dis-
ease and also understand
the type of anaemia, so
that treatment can be
treated on time.

Dr Shrutika advocated
that children should
know their own blood
group because in times of
emergency every second
is important and it saves
preparation time in be-
ginning a treatment.

Dr Chinar Fating said
that lack of awareness in
dental hygiene is result-
ing in increase in dental
disease among children.
Children do have a sweet
tooth and in the recent
years there has been a
surge in eating chocolate,
sweet cheese, chips etc.

That's why it has be-
come essential to take
good care of teeth.
Children should brush
their teeth at least twice a
day. This habit needs to
be inculcated children.
The team was thankful to
the Director of
Shakuntala School
Sanjay Ojha, Principal
Vipin Ojha for extending
support in conducting
the camp.

Durg University Basketball women
team depart for Meghalaya 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: The Inter
University East Zone
Championship for
Basketball (women) is
scheduled to be held in
University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya
from November 15-18, 2022.
The twelve member
Basketball team (women) of
Hemchand Yadav
University (popular as
Durg University) departed
for Meghalaya to partici-
pate in the aforesaid tour-
nament.

All the  players, coach
and Manager were distrib-
uted track suit and neces-
sary material prior to the
departure. Here it needs a
mention, a seven day rig-
orous coaching camp was

conducted earlier for the
players to hone their tal-
ent. The University
Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep extended best
wishes to the players for
performance in the tour-
nament. Among those

present on the occasion
were Director Sports, Dr
Dinesh Namdeo; Dr
Prashant Shrivastava,
Dean, Student Welfare;
Team Manager Aafrin and
coach Vinay Kumar
Janbandhu.

Mother saves child from drowning in drain 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: A 6-year-
old girl had almost died
after falling in a cow dung
filled nullah in the Light
Industrial Area on
Saturday. Fortunately, her
mother spotted the drown-
ing child and rescued. As
the girl had swallowed a
large quantity of drain
water, she was immediate-
ly rushed to a hospital.

Her condition was re-
ported to be out of danger.
Locals staged demonstra-
tion at the byre, which
was releasing cow dung
mixed with water in the
drain. BMC officials im-
posed a hefty fine on the
byre owner.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
at Rajiv Nagar of

Industrial Area. Six-year-
old Navya, daughter of
Manoj Prasad fell in a cow
dung slurry filled nullah
due to a cow. Hearing
screams, her mother
Sandeepa rushed to rescue
the drowning child. She
jumped into the nullah
and saved her daughter.

However, the child had

already swallowed the
slurry and started vomit-
ing after coming out. She
was immediately rushed
to the hospital and given
first aid. Her condition
was reported to be out of
danger.

On information, Ward
Corporator and locals
reached the spot. Later,

the victim's family and lo-
cals created a scene in
front of the byre holding
the owner responsible for
the crime. The locals as-
serted that the byre owner
was unlawfully releasing
cow dung slurry in the
drain due to which the
drain got jammed.

The family demanded to

immediately seal and
close down the cattle byre.
A team of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
reached the spot and im-
posed a fine of Rs 50000 on
the byre owner Durbal
Yadav. He has been in-
structed to shift the cattle
byre to some other place
within seven days.
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Free health check-up to 1100 children
ahead of Chacha Nehru’s birthday

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: An
Industrial visit at "Parle
Company (Ganesh Bakery
Private Ltd) Raipur,
Chhattisgarh" was organ-
ised by the Department of
Management of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Professional University on
Wednesday November 09,
2022.

As a part of co-curricu-
lum activity under man-
agement courses, the in-
dustrial visit provides bet-
ter understanding of indus-
try working mechanism
and help relate theoretical
knowledge with practical

exposure. Parle company is
known for manufacturing
protein-based product with
very famous brand "Parle G
Biscuit" which is widely
available in the market.

Total 87 students from
MBA & BBA along with
four faculties (Dr Neha
Soni, Head of the
Department, Dr
Vaibhavshankar Soni,
Assistant Professor), V
Sudhakar Rao and Reshu
Chaurasia visited the com-
pany.

During the visit,
(Company Coordinator )
Naveen Singh addressed
the students about the
company establishment

story, its functioning and
business plans and future
projects. He also explained
about job opportunities for
management students in
the Company.

Students also learnt that
the company has major
shareholders, and is also
India's leading manufac-
turer of biscuits and con-
fectioneries since 1929.
The company representa-
tive guided the students
and explained the six-step
manufacturing process,
where students were
shown the inside perspec-
tive of the factory from the
initial input processing to
final packaging stage, and

how each step is carried
out mechanically. Some of
the basic steps like mix-
ing, moulding, baking and
cooling were also wit-
nessed by the students.

The team of Parle
Group assisted the stu-
dents of management dis-
cipline of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Professional University in
visiting their production
unit & also explained op-
portunities available for
the students in their or-
ganisation and also moti-
vated them to strengthen
skills and aptitude to be
part of the organisation in
future.

MBA & BBA students participate in
industrial visit to Parle Company

Regional Clinical and Infections Diseases Laboratories conducts anaemia awareness program

School van helper killed; two injured in mishap 
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State level youth festival to be organized from Jan 12 to 14

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 12: State
level Youth Festival 2022-
23 will be organised in
the state from  January
12 to 14, 2023. In view of
its preparation, Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
took a meeting at
Mahanadi Bhawan
Mantralaya.

Responsibilities were
given to the concerned
departments in the meet-
ing. Wide publicity
should be given through
other mediums including
social media. He directed
to make elaborate
arrangements for the
transportation of the
participants coming to
the state level event, food
and stay of the partici-
pants etc.

It may be noted that an
incentive amount of Rs

500 per participant will
be given to all the partici-
pants participating in the
youth festival.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel had announced
earlier in this regard.
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department was given
the responsibility of pro-
viding incentive money
to these participants,
prizes and certificates to
the winning participants,
selection of judges and
their other arrange-
ments.

It was told in the meet-
ing that for organizing
the state-level youth festi-
val, a local organizing
committee should be con-

stituted under the chair-
manship of Collector
Raipur like before. In
view of the cold weather,
the municipal corpora-
tion or municipality of
the concerned district
was asked to make avail-
able hot water, bonfire
and other necessary
arrangements for the
participants.

Along with this, in-
structions were given to
send the team of partici-
pants coming from the
district with bed, blanket
and torch for divisional
and state level events.

It was said in the meet-
ing that a large number
of participants will gath-
er in the state level youth
festival, so daily cleaning
should be done regularly
in the entire venue.
Arrangement of mobile
toilet should be made.
Along with this, a health
team should be constitut-
ed. Ambulance, medicine
first aid kit should also
be arranged.

Officers of various de-
partments were present
in the meeting.

More than 1.08 lakh cases disposed off

Raipur, Nov 12: In the
National Lok Adalat held
in all the courts from
‘Taluka’ level to HC level
here on Saturday received
good response and more
than 1.08 lakh cases were
disposed off. It was held
under guidance of Chief
Justice Chhattisgarh High
Court (HC) and Patron
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Service Authority (CSLSA)
Justice Arun Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Gautam Bhaduri of
Ch’garh HC and Executive
President CSLSA Bilaspur.
In this Lok Adalat the
cases with mutual accept-
ance were sorted out by en-
tering into mutual settle-
ment/ agreement between
both the parties and in this
Lok Adalat the cases were
finalised both in the physi-
cal and virtual medium
and also through special
sitting in petty offences.

National Lok Adalat was
held as per instructions
from National Legal
Service Authority (NLSA)
New Delhi from Tehsil
level to HC level. As per in-
structions by the President
DLSA Raipur and District
Judge Santosh Sharma,
the National Lok Adalat in
District Court Raipur
started with lighting of tra-
ditional lamp and all the
judges, advocates, parties,
bank officials, revenue offi-
cials and Nagar Nigam offi-
cials were present. This
time the National Lok
Adalat was organised in
Hybrid manner and in this
the cases were disposed off
both in the physical pres-
ence and virtual medium

on reaching into mutual
settlement/ agreement.

In this Adalat, free of
cost health camp was also
organised and in this all
the Lawyer, Advocates, em-
ployees and parties got
their health check-up done.

From the dais of Lok
Adalat of Raipur District,
the registration of unor-
ganised workers was done
through labour depart-
ment for the first time. It is
for the first time in the
National Lok Adalat that
Legal Awareness and
through outreach, under
the citizens empowerment
campaign, the registration
programme of unorgan-
ised workers was done by
President DLSA and

District Judge Santosh
Sharma under NALSA
Scheme 2015 (legal services
for unorganised workers).
This is first effort of its
type in the district and
uner this the unorganised
workers can avail benefits
of NALSA and govern-
ment schemes. This proved
to be a milestone, as regis-
tration of 510 unorganised
area workers was done on
the day of National Lok
Adalat and the District &
Session Judge Santosh
Sharma distributed the
registration certificates.

Old mother granted 
justice by Santosh Sharma

In the bench of District
& Session Judge Santosh
Sharma, the husband of
one Geeta Banjare of
Kuthrel died in a motor
accident and it is entering
into agreement with the
non-applicant Arjun
Nishad, an amount of Rs
14.80 lakh was provided.
In the same way, Mannu
Lal Kosare of Gram
Basin on death of his wife
in a motor accident was
provided an amount of Rs

3.60 lakh from non-appli-
cant Bharat Sahu
through an agreement. In
another cash, in an acci-
dent by the car driver
Rakesh Kumar by the ap-
plicant Bhanupratap
Verma was provided Rs
1.50 lakh.
Settlement of Rs 5.11 cr
held in bench of Justice

VK Minj
In this bench, a case re-

lated to land purchase
was held and in which the
opposite party was not
willing to give the land to
front party as per his
terms & conditions and
had even taken agree-
ment amount from the
party. Here the judge of
the bench explained it to
the applicant that the
thing on which he is not
having rights will not be
in his favour, if the case is
fought and even the God
does not grant justice in
such cases. On this the op-
posite party refunded Rs
5.11 cr to the applicant en-
tering into mutual agree-
ment in this Lok Adalat
through settlement.

Agreement will open new possibilities in
the field of culture and tourism: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 12: The
agreement between the
Government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
will open new possibilities
in the field of culture and
tourism in the state. An
agreement was signed be-
tween the Government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
in New Delhi on Thursday
in the presence of
Chhattisgarh’s Culture

Minister Amarjit Bhagat.
The main objective of this
agreement signed between
the Government of
Chhattisgarh and ICCR is
the development and ex-
pansion of cultural and
tourism related facilities
in the state with the active

participation of ICCR and
the State Government,
construction of strong in-
frastructure as well as to
develop bilateral cultural
relations with other coun-
tries. With this agreement,
the presentation of partic-
ipating artists from differ-

ent countries will be possi-
ble in various cultural and
tourism-related programs
organised in the state of
Chhattisgarh. Similarly,
exhibition of
Chhattisgarh state’s art
groups, art camps, semi-
nars, conferences, work-
shops of performing arts
will be organized abroad,
this will give international
recognition to the art cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh. It is
noteworthy that during
the National Tribal Dance
Festival and Rajyotsava
held in Raipur, ICCR has
played the most important
role in inviting dancers
from abroad and return-
ing them to their country
after the event.

Union Bank of India organises
104th Foundation Day Celebrations

Raipur, Nov 12: Union
Bank of India organised
its 104th Foundation Day
grandly at Lakhiram
Agarwal Auditorium.
Union Bank of India is
one of the five leading
banks in the country pro-
viding banking facilities
and services to the general
public with 8870 branches.
During the 104th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions, the Managing
Director and CEO of the
Bank, A. Manimekhalai
addressed all the staff
members and respected
customers of the bank

through virtual medium.
On the occasion, the cus-
tomers of the bank were
felicitated by Mr. Paramjit
Singh, the area head of
Bilaspur region. Various
colorful cultural programs
were presented by the staff
members of the bank on
the occasion of the founda-
tion day of the bank.
Deputy Sector Head of the
bank, Mr. Sitaram Bhoi,
Chief Manager Mr. Vishal
Singh, Rajesh Kumar,
Veena Prasad, Indranil
Ghosh and respected cus-
tomers of the bank were
present.

State Bank of India 
distributes Sanitary Pads

Raipur, Nov 12: President
of SBI Women’s Club,
Bhopal Division  Mrs.
Asha Mishra, members
Mrs. Neetu Sinha, Mrs.
Yadav, Mrs. Suchitra Jain
distributed sanitary pads
among the school girls and
inaugurated the sanitary
pad vending machine in
the school premises. In the
program organised on this
occasion, Mrs. Asha
Mishra, President of SBI
Women’s Club, while ex-
plaining the importance of

cleanliness to the girls,
called upon them to make
others aware about it and
assured the Principal of
the school, Smt. NP Khan
that State Bank of India
will continue to help the
school in future also to
make the life of the girl
child  better. At the end of
the programme, everyone
appreciated the cleanli-
ness awareness drama and
Chhattisgarhi dance pre-
sented by the girl students
of the school.

200 NSS volunteers from 6 states to take part

Bilaspur, Nov 12: Guru
Ghasidas (Central)
University (GGU) Bilaspur
is going to be centre of at-
traction in the Republic
Day (R-Day) parade to be
held at ‘Kartavya Path’ in
2023. A total of 200 volun-
teers from 6 states of NSS
of Youth Programme and
Sports Ministry of the
University will hold a 10-
day camp from Nov 12 to
21 for R-Day parade prepa-

rations in Delhi. The camp
will be formally inaugu-
rated by LS MP Bilaspur
Arun Sao, MLA Beltara
Rajneesh Kumar Singh
and NSS Regional
Director AS Kabir on Nov
13 and it will be chaired by
V-C GGU Prof. Alok
Chakrawal.

The volunteers taking
part will be imparted
training for the parade
and would be given tips on
‘Bharat Shrestha’, ‘Yog’
and on intellectual ses-
sion. In this regard, NSS
Regional Directorate

Bhopal- Director cum
camp Director AS Kabir in
a press conference by PIB
at Press Club Bilaspur in-
formed that it is after 10
yrs that central region
NSS workers are being in-
volved for R-Day parade.
In this 200 volunteers from
47 Universities and 175
Colleges from UP,
Uttarakhand, Bihar,
Jharkhand, MP and
Chhattisgarh and 10 pro-
gramme officers will be
taking part. In this the
ratio of both men and
women will be equal i:e 100

men and women volun-
teers. The 40 volunteers se-
lected in this camp will
perform the parade and
offer salute to the
President of India at
‘Kartavya Path’ on Jan 26,
2023.

In this camp the partici-
pants will be imparted
training daily and with
participants from differ-
ent states will have cultur-
al exchange with objective
to promote ‘Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat’.

It is notable here that
NSS objective is to carry
out personality develop-
ment among youth
through voluntary com-
munity services. There
are around 1.5 lakh NSS
voluteers registered in en-
tire Chhattisgarh.

To make Republic Day
parade successful, NSS
programme co-ordiantor
of GGU (Central) Dr Dilip
Jha and camp news co-or-
dinator Dr Dheeraj Shukla
will have active participa-
tion.

BJP forms panel comprising five names
for Bhanupratappur by-elections

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 12: Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Saturday evening held dis-
cussion to select the candi-
date for the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
elections. Report of the
four-member Observers
and their suggestions
were taken up for discus-
sion during the meeting of
Election Committee held
under the chairmanship
of Party President Arun
Sao during which the sen-
ior leaders including the
National General
Secretary Organization

Shivprakash was also
present.

Former MLA Devlal
Dugga, Parmanand Treta,
Dr Gambhir Singh
Thakur and his Hemant
Thakur have emerged as
probable candidate for the
December 5 by-elections.

According to the infor-

mation received, the party
have taken decision to
adopt wait and watch poli-
cy and would announce
the name of candidate
once the rival Congress
announces its candidate.

Talking to the media
persons after the meeting,
the State BJP President

Arun Sao said that panel
of five names has been
shortlisted out of the 17
names. Committee has
forwarded the panel for
final decision from
Central Election
Committee.

Party sources said that
the official announcement
of candidate would be
made next week.

Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh and other members
of Election Committee
were present during the
meeting held at
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises.

PRAYERS OFFERED

The organisers and other members of the organising committee along with MLA Raipur (West) Vikas Upadhyay
took part in the prayers held in the discourse by Katha reciter Pt. Pradeep Mishra in Gudhiyari here on Friday.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

An ambulance was struck in the rush mid-way from venue of Shiv Mahapuran Katha
venue in Gudhiyari and caused huge inconvenience to others as well.

Kartika Purnima Mahotsav
celebrations today

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1122::  Kalinga Shree
Jagannath Kalyan Samiti
Raipur will celebrate Kartika
Purnima Mahotsav on Sunday
at Hego Maa Durga Mandir,
Bhanpuri, Raipur. Renowned
Bhajan singer Shricharan
Mohanty, writer and actor
Saranananda Ojha and
Newsfews fame Hrushikesh
Dash will grace the occasion
and enthrall audience
through their performance.

As per schedule, the event
will start at 4 pm, said  Samiti
president B D Biswal and sec-
retary B K Barik. They said
that the celebration could not
be possible on the occasion of
Kartika Purnia on October 8
because of lunar eclipse.
People will feel like they are
in Odisha when these starts
of Odisha will perform. The
organisers have appealed the
people to enjoy the pro-
gramme.

In the 10-day camp
for finalising 40 vol-
unteers for R-Day
parade in Delhi

To be formally inau-
gurated by LS MP
Bilaspur Arun Sao
today

NSS volunteers
from central region
to take part in R-
Day parade for the
first time

 Chhattisgarh govt
and ICCR sign an
agreement

Chief Secretary
took the meeting,
the responsibility 
of the departments
was fixed

In the National Lok
Adalat held from Taluka
to District level

Villagers benefitted in Civic Action Plan

Dantewada, Nov 12:
Under the Civic Action
Plan (CAP) for villagers
of Gram Satdhar,
Hitalkumdam and
Mangnar by the 195th
Battalion of CRPF and
courtesy G/195 Battalion,
essential items and medi-
cines were distributed
free of cost.

This was inaugurated
by Commandant 195
Battalion, CRPF- V
Pratap Singh. In this pro-
gramme, villagers in-
cluding women, children
and students from
Satdhar and nearby vil-

lages took part.
Through this pro-

gramme, the villagers
were apprised about
the development
schemes of the country
and update on the pres-
ent-day situation in the
region and also about
the beneficial schemes
of GOi and state gov-
ernment, so as to bring
the youths who have
got diverted from main-
stream and appealed
them to give  up vio-
lence and follow on the
path of peace and de-
velopment. They were
also informed about the
naxal eradication cam-
paign Along with this
the team of doctors
along with Dr Vagish

Tripathi of Battalion
and para-medics exam-
ined the health of vil-
lagers and provided
them free of cost medi-
cines for the ailments
found and were distrib-
uted multi-vitamin
tablets and others.

On this occasion
Commandant 195th
CRPF Battalion V
Pratap Singh appealed
youth of the region to
quit path of violence
and join mainstream of
society and avail bene-
fits of the schemes run
by GoI and the state
government. The par-
ticipation by local vil-
lagers in this CAP was
appreciable and the vil-
lagers hailed this ini-
tiative by CRPF 195th
Battlion jawans and of-
ficers. On this occasion
195th CRPF Battalion’s
Rajiv Kumar 2nd
Command officer,
Rajesh Kumar Yadav,
Dy. Commandant Nitin
Tanwar, Asst.
Commandant and
other jawans were 
present.

GM IDBI conducts mass
campaign on ARBY

Raipur, Nov 12: The
General Manager of
IDBI Bank Raghu Bir
Singh conducted a mass
campaign on ‘Amrit
Mahotsav Rinn Bhuktan
Yojana’ (ARBY) at
Raipur, Bhatapara,
Bilaspur and Khapri vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh
state for the benefits of
Agriculture and MSME

borrowers of Bank on
Nov 9th and 10th, 2022.
During the campaign, 35
borrowers have been ben-
efited instantly from the
scheme and many more
borrowers have shown
their interest to settle
their loan dues through
this scheme.

The General Manager,
Raghu Bir Singh has in-
formed the waiver of 50-
90% of principal loan
amount by the Bank for
the needy and distressed

Agriculture/MSME bor-
rowers. During the cam-
paign Amitabh Bajpai,
Regional Head, Bilaspur,
Shubhranshu Sekhar
Sahoo, DGM, Ishwar
Dunedar, Branch Head,
Bhatapara Branch ad-
dressed the borrowers
and appealed them to
take benefits of the
scheme. In this campaign
around 150 borrowers
were present and appre-
ciated the scheme of the
Bank.

CM performs prayers in the
ancient Hanuman and Sai Temple 

Dongargarh, Nov 12:
The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today
performed worship in the
ancient Hanuman temple
and Sai temple after
reaching Dongargarh
Vidhansabha region’s
Lalbahadur Nagar in
Rajnandgaon district. He
prayed for the happiness
and prosperity of the
state’s residents. This
temple is about a hundred
years old and is a center of
faith for the local 

people.
The villagers said that

the temple is even older
than 100 years. The an-
cient Hanuman temple is
revered by the local peo-
ple for the fulfillment of
their wishes. They said
that in this region the
Hanuman temple has a
special religious signifi-
cance. The Chief Minister
also visited the Sri Sai
temple located here and
prayed for the happiness
of the state’s residents.

Complete the repair and renovation 
work of dilapidated roads by Dec: Sahu

Raipur, Nov 12: Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu has said that repair
and renovation work of
bad and dilapidated roads
of the state should be com-
pleted by the month of
December. He directed the
officers to prepare a work
plan for each road and the
work of maintenance of
roads should be completed
within the stipulated time
period. Home Minister
Sahu reviewed the work by
taking a meeting of depart-
mental officers here.

Minister directed the
Chief Engineer,
Superintending Engineer
and Executive Engineer to
conduct field inspections
and monitor 4 to 5 days a
week to expedite the repair
and renovation works
along with the construction

of roads. He said that road
maintenance work should
be done in a systematic
manner. In the meeting, the
Home Minister informed
that about 5000 km of road
is in normal condition in
the state. Minor patch work
is required on 5092 km of
road. Roads of 4700 km,
which are in a slightly bad
condition, are being re-
paired by doing minor
work. Only 433 km of roads
which is in worse condition
need to be renewed.

On this occasion Home
Minister  Sahu also flagged
off five running laboratory
vehicles to check the quali-
ty of the roads. These mo-
bile laboratory vehicles
have been sent to all the
five divisions. Minister
said that Naxal activities
have come down due to the
State Government follow-
ing the policy of trust, de-
velopment and security
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. The public’s confi-
dence in the state govern-

ment has increased due to
public friendly schemes, se-
curity of the general public
through credible policing.

He told that in 4 years
about 15 hundred Maoists
have surrendered. 459 cases
have been registered by the
department against 206 ca-
sual financial companies
(chit fund). Out of which
376 cases have been pre-
pared and presented in the
court. In these cases, 632 di-
rectors and office bearers
have been arrested. Home
Minister  Sahu said in the
meeting that with the aim
of bringing transparency
in the policing proceedings,
CCTVs are being installed
in the police stations. The
work of formation of
women’s cell is also being
done, for this a provision of
25 crores has been made.
Till now CC in 95 police sta-
tions of the state. TVs have
been installed and work
order has been issued for
installation of CCTVs in
373 police stations and 8
outposts.

Officers should discharge their duties
with utmost responsibility: Baghel

Janjgir-Champa, Nov
12: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday chaired a re-
view meeting of district-
level officials at Circuit
House in Janjgir as a part
of his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. Citing the inci-
dent of disciplinary ac-
tion taken against the
school principal that hap-
pened yesterday, he
stressed the need to give
special focus on the quali-
ty of education. He said
that such incidents
should not happen in fu-
ture. Baghel added saying
that the school teachers
should reach school on
time and not leave school
during working hours. He
asked the officials con-
cerned to monitor the
same and conduct sur-
prise inspections. Action
should be taken against
the teachers remaining
absent without permis-

sion.
Suggesting measures to

ensure quality education,
Chief Minister said that
various activities should
be conducted in this re-
gard by diving schools in
clusters. Regarding
Swami Atmanand
Schools, he gave direc-
tions to finish the recruit-
ment of teachers for the
vacant posts at the earli-
est. Besides, he asked to
ensure that the work of
infrastructure develop-
ment and other necessary
facilities is completed by
the upcoming academic
session in the newly
opened Swami Atmanand
Schools. Chief Minister
Baghel said that the work
of repair and improve-
ment of roads has to be

done by December, paying
special attention to quali-
ty in patch repair to make
them last longer. Joint ef-
forts should also be made
to prevent road accidents.
Necessary arrangements
should be made at the
black spot. He urged the
officials to discharge
their allocated duties
with utmost responsibili-
ty ensuring that no citi-
zen leave government of-
fices disappointed. All of-
ficers and employees
should mandatorily be
present in their head-
quarters.

Baghel asked the offi-
cials to start the pending
works under Jal Jeevan
Mission after taking its
approval. He asked the
revenue department to

free the encroached land
approved for building
Gauthans. The Rural
Industrial Park set up at
Gauthan aims at promot-
ing rural entrepreneur-
ship. Under this, work has
to be done according to
the interest of the locals,
availability of raw mate-
rials and current market
scenario. He suggested
that the work of mulber-
ry production can be done
here. He gave instruc-
tions that no eligible per-
son should be deprived of
the benefits under Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
Special attention has to
be paid to the renovation,
maintenance and cleanli-
ness of the Ashram
Hostel so that the chil-
dren living there can get a
better environment. The
youth involved in the
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
should be linked to the
public welfare schemes of
the state government.

While reviewing paddy
procurement, Baghel said
that the registration of all
millers has to be ensured.
He gave instructions to
pace up the work of
paddy lifting. He asked to
ensure that eligible peo-
ple get the benefit of pen-
sion schemes.
Instructions were also

given to make efforts to
boost the sale of medi-
cines in Dhanwantari
generic medical stores.
He asked aware people of
the welfare schemes
being run by the state
government to ensure
last-mile delivery of its
benefits. While reviewing
the implementation of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, he asked the of-
ficials concerned to adopt
a special targeted ap-
proach for severely mal-
nourished children;
preparing a weekly diet
plan and providing them
nutritious food. Regular
monitoring of the same
should be done to get
these children out of the
vicious cycle of malnutri-
tion at the earliest.
Women, especially those
who are pregnant, should
be regularly screened for
anaemia. Their proper
treatment should also be
ensured if found
anaemic.

Chief Minister’s
Special Secretary S.
Bharathidasan, Bilaspur
Divisional Commissioner
Dr Sanjay Alang, IG
Bilaspur Ratan Lal Dangi,
Collector Taran Prakash
Sinha, Superintendent of
Police Vijay Agrawal
along with the district
level officers were present
in the meeting.

RGKNY is designed to ensure that farmers
get fair prices for the crops: CM

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  1122::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressed the people present
in Bhent- Mulaqat, stating
that both representatives of
the public and government
officials are along with him. In
the Vidhan Sabha, a plan is
made and is closely worked on
at the secretariat, then it’s
implemented by the district
administration. In this regard,
I am here to determine
whether the process is being
carried out properly, he
added.

The Chief Minister Baghel
explained that the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
(RGKNY) is designed to
ensure that farmers receive
fair prices for their crops.
Kodo, Kutaki’s support price
has been fixed. It was benefi-
cial to everyone. Sugarcane
farmers are enjoying favor-
able prices.

In his remark on Ration
Card, the Chief Minister stat-
ed that the ration card has
been linked to everyone’s
Aadhar card. Everyone has a
ration card.

Nirupama Mali, one of the
recipients, stated that her
family consisted of nine mem-
bers. In total, they receive 63

kg of rice. Bringing salt and
sugar together sugar costs
Rs.17. The rest is available at
no cost. A total of three
installments for this year have
been received, said Karthik
Nandeshwar Bortalab. All of
us are delighted with your
plans. Our loan is also waived
off. Farmer Prakash Kumar
Gandharva of village
Narayangarh stated that the
Rajiv Gandhi Bhoomihin Krishi
Mazdoor Yojana provides
7,000 rupees to landless labor-
ers each year. This has also
helped landless laborers.

Kuleshwari stated that I
had sold cow dung valued at
Rs 13000. Never imagined that
even cow dung would bring in

cash. She stated that his
group sold vermi compost
worth Rs.93 thousand, as well
as 2 lakh earthworms. I pur-
chased items for the children
as well as jewelry for myself.

The jewelry market is
crowded because of this. chief
minister, said while smiling at
it. The chief minister empha-
sized earning a lot of money
and supporting your family via
productive employment.

Dubey Lal stated that he is
receiving free treatment via
the ‘Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic Yojana.’ He goes
to the Rengakathera weekly
market every Sunday because

of the free treatment.
Makhanlal Nirmalkar par-

ent of two kids said that both
of his children have hemophil-
ia, a condition in which blood
does not clot normally. Only
two people in Rajnandgaon
have this illness, and both are
my children. Even after treat-
ment, their condition is not
getting better.

He said that an operation
took place in Bangalore two
years ago. He is unable to
afford more treatment
because of his weak financial
situation. The Chief Minister
approved the funding for all
further medical care.

Empowered committee meeting 
of MGNEGS concludes

Raipur, Nov 11: A meet-
ing of the empowered
committee of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme was held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here. In the meet-
ing, the priority points of
the Chief Minister, the
progress of the average
man-day per family under
the scheme, the construc-
tion of ponds for fisheries
near Gauthans and the
arrangement of planting
saplings for mulberry
trees, medicinal plants,
fodder production, fruit
plants and pasture was re-
viewed. In addition to this
progress was reviewed on
the basis of important in-
dicators of Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA
(MGNEGS).

In the meeting, a de-
tailed review of the
progress of the financial
years 2021-22 and 2022-23
was done. The work done
by the convergence of
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA
with other schemes was

also reviewed. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat Sahoo
and PCCF Dr. Sanjay
Shukla were also present
in the meeting. In the
meeting, the officials told
that in the financial year
2022-23, under Mahatma
Gandhi Employment
Guarantee, an amount of
more than one hundred 66
crores was approved for a
total of two lakh 10 thou-
sand works. Under the
scheme, approval of Rs.11
crore 30 lakh 12 thousand
was given for 1016 works of
convergence under Water
Resources Department,

Agriculture, Forest,
Sericulture and
Horticulture Department.

In the meeting, the
progress of work of social
audit under MNREGA
2021-22 and 2022-23 was re-
viewed. Officials said that
in the year 2021-22, 7965
gram panchayats were au-
dited. In this year 2022-23,
social audit of 778 gram
panchayats has been done
till the month of October.
Officials said that under
Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA, two thousand 479
ponds have been proposed
for fisheries near
Gauthans. Out of which

two thousand 288 ponds
have been approved and
till now construction of
one thousand 853 ponds
has been completed.

Similarly, a total of
seven thousand 235 pas-
tures have been approved
under the scheme for
planting of mulberry
trees, medicinal plants,
fodder production and
fruit trees. In the meeting,
Secretary, Tribal and
Scheduled Castes
Development Department,
Mr. DD Singh, Secretary of
Labour Department Mr.
Amrit Khalkho, Secretary
of Health Department
Prasanna R., Secretary,
Revenue Department,
N.N.Akka, Secretary,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Dr. S.
B h a r a t i d a s a n ,
Commissioner, Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA Mr.
Mohammad Kaiser
Abdulhaq, Director of
Agriculture Department
Mr. Ayaz Tamboli, along
with officers of Rural
Development Department
and other departments
were present.
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Held in Satdhar,
Hitalkumdam by 
CRPF 195th Battalion

35 borrowers benefit-
ted from the scheme

Reduction in Naxal 
activities due to the policy
of trust, development
and security

CM urges officials to
give special focus on
quality education

Chairs review meeting
of district level officers
in Janjgir

Instructed officials to
mandatorily be present
in headquarters

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn::    Announcements
made by CM Bhupesh Baghel
in Bhent- Mulaqat organized
at Lal Bahadur Nagar of
Dongargaon Assembly con-
stituency includes, Kisan
Suvidha Kendra to be opened
in Aaalivara;

Lal Bahadur Nagar will be
established as a Nagar
Panchayat; Swami
Atmanand English-medium

school to be opened in Lal
Bahadur Nagar; High school
in the village of Aaalivara
will be upgraded to a higher
secondary school; made an
announcement to issue
administrative approval for
Mangi Khuta reservoir con-
struction and Jamari diver-
sion number 2; a bridge will
be constructed from
Pincapar to  Maatekasa.

Announcements made by 
CM in Lal Bahadur Nagar



Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 12: On the
first day of National
Tribal Scout Guide
Ranger Rover Carnival
2022 running in Mini
Stadium Ground, folk
song music singing com-
petitions were organized
for the Scout Guide and on
this occasion, Scouts &
Guides of the states and
districts, focusing on their
respective regions and re-
gional specialties, gave ex-
cellent presentations on
folk songs and music.

It is to be known that in
the said carnival, Union
Territories of Dadar
Nagar Haveli, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, South
Eastern Railway, Central

Railway, Odisha, besides
other districts of the state
like Kanker, Sukma,

Narayanpur, Kondagaon,
Bastar, Dantewada,
Mahasamund Scouts,

Guides and Rover Rangers
are participating.

Apart from this,

Chhattisgarh team per-
formed Halbi song "Bastar
Mocho Kay Sundar
Maati", Orissa team per-
formed Odia folk song,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli
Gujarati and Scouts
Guides of Central Railway
performed Marathi folk
song.

In the districts, the
Kondagaon team gave a
pleasing presentation of
"Jawan Jawan Re Dada
Didi Bastar Dakhuklay
Jawan, Bastaria Sang
Gothianwan" and Sua
Geet by Kanker. At the end
of the program, the guests
present were encouraged
by thanking the Scouts &
Guides from different
states and districts for
their enthusiastic partici-
pation.

Security personnel’s lacking in ATM’s
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 12: Most of
the security personnel are
seen missing in the major
ATM's here in the district,
which is diligently giving
rise to fraudsters lurking
around the banks. ATMs
have been installed by
banks in cities like
Patharia, Lormi, includ-
ing the city and security
guards have been de-
ployed in the ATMs of
many banks, but due to
the inaction of the bank,
the security personnel are
not serious and in most of
the operating ATMs there
is no security personnel
in any ATM except one or
two. Apart from this,
there is no cleanliness in
many ATM centers and
this is not being taken
care of by the bank man-
agement. People are trou-
bled by the stock of dung,

slip and other
filth, but stan-
dard instruc-
tions of the
police admin-
istration are
not being fol-
lowed by the
bank man-
agers. All the
bank man-
agers of the
city are aware
that instruc-
tions have
been issued to
follow the
safety stan-
dards, but
even after
this, the non-
compliance of
security stan-
dards in many
banks is be-
coming a chal-
lenge for the
administra-
tion.

Memorandum submitted to the BEO 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 12: Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
(JCC)-J Yuva Bastar
District President and
Bastar Adhikar Mukti
Morcha under the leader-
ship of District Vice
President Nilambar Sethia,
District Panchayat Vice
President Acharya
Ramanujan Mukti Morcha,
Block Vice President
Narpati Baghel, headed by
Sarpanch Virnath Baghel,
submitted a memorandum
to BEO Arun Devangan re-
garding shortage of teach-
ers in High School Mohalai.

In the said memoran-
dum, the demand for
teacher appointment has
been made, giving informa-
tion about the shortage of

teachers affecting the stud-
ies of the children.

Nilambar Sethia told
that a teacher is posted in
High School Mohalai, the
villagers put forth the de-
mand of the teacher in
front of regional MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel and
Bastar MP Deepak Baij and
local public representa-
tives. But till date the de-
mand of the teacher has
not been fulfilled. He said
that the local public repre-

sentatives are busy in cam-
paigning for the meeting.
The villagers of Mohalai
said that, in the Pre-
Secondary School and High
School, Mohalai, studies
are going on in the trust 
of God.

If the demand of the
teacher is not fulfilled with-
in a week, Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha, Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh J,
along with the villagers,
has warned to demonstrate

at the district headquarters.
During this Mukti

Morcha Block Vice
President Narpati Baghel,
Hira Ram Sethia, Sarpanch
Virnath Baghel, Prahlad
Chandrakar, Bhurnath,
Sundar, Jagkhi, Balchand,
Gulab, Gautam Binu Ram
Girdhar, Gambhir Salim,
Damodar, Mahadev,
Sukhram, Lakhichand, Bal
Singh, Nandkishore ,
Jagdish, Chaitan other vil-
lagers were present.

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 12:
Each child is blessed with
talents which are unique
and to bring out these hid-
den talents, a fancy dress
competition was held for
the students of Monnet
DAV Public School on 12-
11-2022.

Fancy dress competition
brings out the creativity
and ingenuity of the par-
ents and provides the little
ones an opportunity to
light the stage on fire with
their wonderful attire.
They also learn to over-
come their shyness and de-
velop a sense of confi-
dence to face an audience.
It is always a pleasure to
watch the kids dressed up
as different characters
building up their speech.

The various themes
were carefully selected ac-
cording to the relevant age
group. Nursery - Cartoon
Characters, LKG - Fruits

and Vegetables, UKG -
Animals and Birds, I -
Mythological Characters
and II - Leaders and
Players. The students
came forward displaying
their vibrant costumes.
The nursery kids looked

amazing dressed up as dif-
ferent cartoon characters.
All the tiny tots came on
stage with confidence and
tried to speak a few lines.

The creativity of the
parents was astounding
and the judges had a tough

time deciding the winners
for the competition.

It was a feast to the eyes
to watch the little ones per-
forming with such enthu-
siasm and confidence. All
the parents were over-
whelmed with their kids'

performance and they
thanked the teachers and
Principal Raj Kumar
Sharma for organizing
such events. The memo-
ries of such a mesmeriz-
ing event will be etched in
their minds forever.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 12: Saving
the lives of one family
drowning in Rudri barrage
main canal last on Tuesday,
the brave and courageous
youth Aryan Sonkar has be-
come talk-of-the-town these
day. Aryan informed that he
goes out for morning walk
near Rudri barrage daily
and it was on Tuesday that
he heard voice to save peo-
ple while drowning. So im-
mediately he stopped a pick-
up van passing nearby and
taking rope from it saved the
lives of those drowning in
the main canal of Rudri
Barrage.

MLA Ranaja Sahu when
came to know about the
same, she reached at the res-
idence of Aryan Sonkar to

felicitate him. While speak-
ing to media persons she
said that persons like Aryan
Sonkar are role-model for
youths.

With arrival of electronic
gadgets, the youth of today
are not taking part in the
outdoor physical activities
and there was a time when
youth generally used to go
out for swimming or jogging
or playing any sports or
games, keeping themselves
physically fit and which is
lacking in present-day
youth.

MLA Ranjana Sahu said
that it is surprising here
that Aryan does not swim-
ming and even after this he
took this courageous initia-
tive saving lives of the fami-
ly in drowning without
bothering about his own life.

Aryan has now become a
role-model for the society
and its youth, she added and
she honoured him for his
courage and valour for sav-
ing lives of others.

BJP senior corporator
Dhaniram Sonkar said that
Aryan is the role-model for
youth in the society and
every youth should try to
fulfill his obligation towards
the society in extending
help in whatever manner
they can to needy and those
in crisis.

On this occasion MLA
Ranjana Deependra Sahu,
Vijay Sahu, Vinod
Ransingh, Shivdutt
Upadhyay, Dhaniram
Sonkar, Aaaju Deshlahare,
Jai Hinduja, Dipendra
Sahu, Panna Thawait and
others were present.

Police seizes explosives
and Maoist literatures

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Nov 12: Under the
direction of. Superintendent
of Police Konta, Vijay Singh
Rajput SDOP Jagargunda,
Shikhar Maravi SDOP
Maraiguda ans as part of
Naxal eradication campaign
on 10.11.2022 Special Task
Force (STF) from Camp
Elmagunda under Police
Station Chintagufa area of
Konta block and Camp

Potkapalli under Police
Station Kistaram area),
District Force, Cobra 206, 208
Corps and 212, 241 CRPF
Joint Party Naxalites while
patrolling areas were headed
towards Chhotekedwal,
B a d e k e d w a l ,
Singanmangdu, Durma,
Bhattigudem areas known
as strongholds of Naxalites
during the operation. On
the morning of 11.11.2022,
the Naxalites fled under the

cover of the jungle hill
after seeing the security
forces coming towards
them in Chhotekedwal vil-
lage of Thana Chintagufa.
On subsequent search, 01
Naxalite monument and
explosives hidden by the
Naxalites and a large quan-
tity of Naxalite material
were recovered. For which
the materials were de-
stroyed at the scene from
the security point of view.

Illegal excavation of sand going on unabated
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 12: Illegal
excavation of sand from
the banks of Mahanadi
river has not stopped till
date and Mineral depart-
ment team in its raid had
seized two Hywa loaded
with sand and were taking
it without royalty receipt.

It is notable here that
there are total of 38 sanc-
tioned sand mines in
Dhamtari district and out
of which 25 are functional
and 13 others have not got
the clearance from CECB.

But despite all this there
is illegal excavation of
sand from banks of the
river in the rural areas of
the district. It was after
complaint by the villagers
that Mineral department
took action and in this just
two days back only Mining
Inspector Khawan Kurlaya
with his team stopped

Hywa vehicle bearing No.
CG 08 ZD 1267 from near
Vindhyavasani Temple in
city. It is learnt that the ve-
hicle was transporting the
sand without valid royalty
receipt and action was
taken against it.

Similarly another Hywa
was seized in Gram
Umarda of Kurud block ad
action was taken and both
the vehicles were brought
to the Collectorate premis-
es and seized. Action was
taken by both the vehicle

owners for illegal trans-
portation of sand ad fine
was imposed.

What is ironical here is
that the Mineral
Department is taking ac-
tion only for name sake
and are only stopping one

or two vehicles, whereas if
one visits Gram
Tendukonha, Kalartarai,
Karetha, Rudri, Achouta,
Parsuli, Darri,
Kaklartarai, Kharenga,
Devpur, Bharari, Botha,
Borsi, Ladera village, then
one can find out that there
is illegal exacavation of
sand openly from the
banks of Mahandi near
these villages. And even
after complaints by the vil-
lagers, this illegal excava-
tion of sand has not
stopped.

What officer says
To stop illegal excava-

tion of sand, the depart-
ment is taking action on
regular basis and just two
days back only two Hywa
were seized. Immediate ac-
tion is being taken on re-
ceiving any complaint,
says Kurlaya- Mining
Inspector
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p For appointment of
teacher in Mohalai

Two Hywa vehicles seized by Mineral deptt

Aryan is role-model for
youth of today: Ranjana

Felicitates him with bouquet and shawl

Monnet DAV hosts Fancy Dress competition

64 police personnel
from GPM transferred
GGoouurreellaa,,  PPeennddrraa,,  MMaarrwwaahhii,,  NNoovv
1122::  Large number of officers
and employees of the Police de-
partment have been transferred
and under this the newly ap-
pointed SP (GPM) Uday Kiran
along with total 64 police per-
sonnel have been given fresh
posting and many have been
line-attached as well. As per or-
ders by the SP GPM, highest of
the Head Constable and consta-
ble have been transferred from
police line to Thanas and others
have been sent from 'thanas' to
the Police Lines. Similarly in the
officer's grade- TI Marwahi Anil
Agrawal has been sent to Police
Line and Lata Choure appointed
as TI Marwahi thana. Along
with this the  TI Pendra Thana
Dharm Narayan Tiwari has been
associated with the SP's office
and Usha Sondhiya has been
appointed as TI Pendra Thana.
Kantilal Bani has been made in-
charge of Khodari Check-post
and Satyan Singh Bisen has
been appointed as in-charge of
Mahila cell.

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 12: A
Diwali Milan ceremony
was organized by
Chhattisgarh Pensioners
Welfare Association
(CGPWA) District Branch
and National Senior
Citizen District Unit here.
Presiding over the pro-
gram, President Sayeed
Khan wished for progres-
sive progress of the dis-
trict branch and congrat-
ulated all the colleagues
and Chief Guest Ratan

Lal Kaiwart Provincial
General Secretary, and
Jagat Singh Bais, the
founder wished all the
employees and senior citi-
zens all the best in all
their endeavors.

National Senior Citizen
President D.K. Solanki
discussed the importance
of National Senior
Citizen and many types of
rail insurance, medical,
aircraft facilities and ap-
pealed to the pensioners
to join membership.
Secretary Pramod

Pathak, President of
Lormi Ashok Tiwari,
Sukhnandan Gunsare,
Special Guest KR Tonde
Tehsil Vice President
Akaltara and Provincial
Treasurer congratulated
the pensioners present in
the meeting room.

A large number of pen-
sioners of Jarhagaon,
Patharia, Lormi, Mungeli
were present which in-
cluded Devlal Devangan,
Upasi Ram, O.K. Koshale,
Lalit Mohan Patre and
many others.

Diwali Milan held by CGPWA National Tribal Scouts Guides, 
Ranger Rover Carnival begins
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Kerala govt sends ordinance
to axe Guv as Chancellor

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 12 (PTI):

The CPI(M)-led govern-
ment in Kerala on
Saturday sent its ordi-
nance to remove the
Governor from the post of
Chancellor of universities
in the state, to the Raj
Bhavan for approval, days
after the cabinet had taken
a decision in this connec-
tion.

Raj Bhavan sources
confirmed that the ordi-
nance to replace the
Governor as Chancellor of
varsities and appoint emi-

nent academicians in that
role, has reached its office
for the assent of Arif
Mohammed Khan.

However, it is unlikely
for the Governor to prom-
ulgate the ordinance soon
as the tussle between him
and the state government
over the issue is yet to die
down, sources added.

The Pinarayi Vijayan-
headed government on
Wednesday had decided to
come out with the ordi-
nance, a move opposed by
both the Congress and
BJP.

The opposition parties
have alleged that the cabi-
net decision was aimed at

turning universities in
Kerala into “Communist
centres”.

Meanwhile, ministers
P Rajeeve and V
Sivankutty expressed
hope that the Governor
would promulgate the or-
dinance without any
delay.

When journalists point-
ed out the Governor’s re-
cent reported statement
that he would send the or-
dinance to the President,
Law Minister P Rajeeve
said he does not think
that a person upholding a
constitutional post would
say so without even see-
ing the document.

‘Pariksha’ comes to aid 
of Agniveer aspirants

Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Indian Air Force jobs are
one of the most aspirational
defence jobs for the Bharat
youth. With the IAF an-
nouncement of the recruit-
ment opportunity under the
Agniveer Vayu scheme for
the year 2023, Vi in partner-
ship with Pariksha is offer-
ing preparation material for
the Agniveer Air Force X&Y
group on Vi App. Specially
curated by the experts at
Pariksha, the pioneering in-
stitute for Govt. exam prepa-
ration, the course material

available on the Vi app, has
been prepared by the
renowned Cadets Defence
Academy. With this, Vi users
will get access to the
preparatory material for
IAF job exams such as live
Classes by best of teachers
from the Academy includ-
ing Sanjeev Thakur, mock
tests and others. Giving
wings to Govt jobs aspi-
rants, Vi Jobs & Education
offers preparation material
for Central/State Govt. jobs
including unlimited mock
tests across 150+ exams in
various categories such as

Staff Selection
Commission, Banking,
Teaching, Defense,
Railways etc. at a nominal
subscription fee of Rs.
249/year. To experience, Vi
Jobs & Education provides
one free mock test across
various categories.

The online registration
for Agniveer Vayu has start-
ed and the aspirants can
apply till November 23, 2022.
Online Examination date
for Agniveer Vayu intake
2023 has been scheduled
from 18th January 2023 to
24th January 2023.

Protest in Jammu for relocation 
of Kashmiri Pandit employees 

Jammu, Nov 12 (PTI): 

An organisation here on
Saturday held protest for
relocation of displaced
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees from valley in wake of
“selective killings.”

The protestors also de-
manded constitution of an
apex committee headed by
union home minister to
formulate and implement
the rehabilitation of KPs
in the valley with “securi-
ty, honour and dignity.”

Youth All India
Kashmiri Samaj (YAIKS)
said it is high time for gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to bring back the entire
Kashmiri Hindu commu-
nity living as “refugees in
various parts of the coun-
try to valley and rehabili-
tate them with security,
honour and dignity”.

Led by YAIKS president,

R K Bhat, young men and
women from the commu-
nity raised slogans in sup-
port of their demands and
held protest near press
club in the city.

The protestors were car-
rying placards that read—
“We are refugees in our
own country”, “Struggle
for existence continues”,
“I am a Kashmiri Pandit, I
love my Identity” and “KP
soul in exile.”

“The situation, that is
unfolding in Kashmir, it is
right time for the central
government to announce a
comprehensive package
for return and rehabilita-
tion of Kashmiri Pandits
to valley,” Bhat told re-
porters here.

He said the entire
Pandit community should
return back to valley
along with the employees
under the rehabilitation
plan.

“We demand setting up
of an apex committee
headed by the Union home

minister Amit Shah for
formulation of compre-
hensive road map on how
Kashmiri Pandits will re-
turn and be rehabilitated
back in valley,” Bhat said.

He said it will be true
tribute to “KP martyrs”
that the entire displaced
community returns back
to Kashmir and settles
there.

Bhat alleged that the re-
habilitation package for
Kashmiri Pandits an-
nounced by the Centre a
few years ago is an eye-
wash.

“We urge government
to restructure, redesign
and revise this package by
holding a proper dialogue
with KP representatives
immediately as a confi-
dence building measure,”
he said.

YAIKS is a Jammu-
based organisation advo-
cating for interest of the
youth, unemployed, edu-
cated persons from the
displaced Kashmiri

Pandit community.
The displaced Kashmiri

Pandit employees working
under PM special employ-
ment package in the valley
are on the protest for the
past over 6 months de-
manding relocation from
valley to Jammu in wake
of “their selective and tar-
geted killings.”

They also demanded re-
location of employees till
the entire community is
rehabilitated back in the
Kashmir.

‘Soren not bothered
about welfare of tribals’
Ranchi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

The Hemant Soren-led
government in Jharkhand
has nothing to do with the
welfare of tribals, and it
was working with the sole
intention of “making
money”, former chief
minister Babulal Marandi
of the BJP alleged on
Saturday.

Marandi, who led a rally
in Giridih district’s Tisri
block, said the law and
order situation in the state
was deteriorating while
development works came
to standstill.

“The Hemant Soren-led
UPA government has
nothing to do with the
poor and tribals as it was
working with the sole in-
tention of making
money,” alleged Marandi.

The statement comes a
day after Soren’s govern-
ment got a bill passed in
the state assembly that
proposes to use 1932 land
records to fix the domicile
status, in a bid to strength-
en his support base among
the tribals.

A bill to raise the total
reservations offered in
government jobs to STs,
SCs, EBCs, OBCs and eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions (EWS) from 60 per
cent to 77 per cent was also
passed in the assembly.

Marandi alleged that
cases of murder, rape and
loot have increased mani-
fold under the Soren gov-
ernment.

The people of
Jharkhand were facing a
shortage of sand but the
government was not able
to auction a single sand
ghat in the last three

years, he said.
“I told the government

that if it is not able to auc-
tion, it should make sand
ghats free for the people of
the state. But, he (Soren)
will not do it, as he has en-
gaged police to make
money from the tractors
and trucks that transport
sand,” the senior BJP
leader alleged.

Marandi’s rally was
part of a week-long
protest programme by the
BJP against the JMM-led
ruling coalition, which
started on November 7
and will continue till
November 13.

Such rallies were also
held in Ranchi,
Hazaribag, Gumla,
Saraikela-Kharswan and
other districts during the
day.

BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Aditya Sahu and MLA
Bhanu Pratap Sahi partic-
ipated in a rally in
Ranchi’s Ormanjhi block.

BJP MLA Manish
Jaiswal led a rally in
Katkamsandi block of
Hazaribag.

PROTEST MARCH

Tribal women with AITUC activists participate in a march to repeal labour codes, stop
disinvestment of public sector units, stop retrenchment of workers and demand
equal wages, in Kolkata, Saturday.

AIR SHOW

Indian Air Force’s Surya Kiran team performs during an air show in Jamnagar, Saturday.

BRIEF

Bribe  
 Alibag: A revenue of-

ficial and her associate
have been arrested for
allegedly accepting a
bribe from a man for
settling a land dispute
in Maharashtra’s
Raigad district, an offi-
cial from the Anti-
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) said on
Saturday. Based on a
complaint, a team
from ACB Navi
Mumbai on Friday
caught the associate of
the tehsildar of Alibag
accepting the bribe
amount on her behalf,
the official said.

Looted 
 Pune: A gang of rob-

bers opened fire and
looted Rs 25 lakh from
an angadia (courier) of-
fice in the Market Yard
area here on Saturday
morning, police said.
The incident took place
around 11.30 am.

Shot dead
 Itanagar: An India

Reserve Battalion
(IRBn) personnel de-
ployed at Rajiv Gandhi
University (RGU) in
Doimukh, near here,
shot dead one of his
colleagues, police said
on Saturday. The ac-
cused, head constable
of 2nd IRBn Diyun,
Wangru Taidong fired
two rounds with his
service rifle at consta-
ble Chingri Momai, re-
portedly after a heated
argument on Friday
night, Doimukh police
station officer in-
charge Inya Ete said.

Arrested 
 Unnao: A 28-year-old

man has been arrested
in connection with the
rape and subsequent
death of a BSc II year
student, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.
SHO of Kotwali police
station Rajesh Pathak
said the victim was all
alone at home when
the incident happened.
When her younger sis-
ter returned home, she
found her sister lying
on the bed in an un-
conscious state.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Two people, in-

cluding a teenager, were
killed on Saturday
when the jeep in which
they were travelling
turned turtle after one
of its tyres burst in
Rajasthan’s Dausa dis-
trict, police said. Five
people were also in-
jured in the accident
which occurred in
Manpur area of Dausa,
they said.

Shifted
 Chandigarh: In a

major reshuffle in the
police department, the
Punjab government
Saturday issued trans-
fer and posting orders
of 30 IPS and three PPS
officers with immediate
effect, according to an
official release. The
order of shifting police
officers including eight
senior superintendents
of police (SSPs) and
three commissioners of
police comes amid the
opposition parties tar-
geting the AAP govern-
ment over the law and
order issue in the state.

A voter shows her finger
marked with indelible ink
after casting her vote for
Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, in
Kullu, Saturday.

Babulal Marandi

 From valley

 To Raj Bhavan
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Mykolaiv (Ukraine), Nov 12 (AP):

The Ukrainian military
carried out “stabilisation
measures” near the south-
ern city of Kherson on
Saturday following the end
of an eight-month occupa-
tion by Russian forces, a re-
treat that cast a further pall
on President Vladimir
Putin’s designs to take over
large parts of Ukraine.

Residents of Kherson,
the only regional capital
captured by Russia’s mili-
tary during the ongoing in-
vasion, awoke from a night
of jubilant celebrating that
broke out in the city and
surrounding areas after
the Kremlin announced its
troops had withdrawn to
the other side of the
Dnieper River.

In a regular social media
update Saturday, the
General Staff of Ukraine’s
armed forces said the
Russians were fortifying
their battle lines on the
river’s eastern bank after
abandoning the capital.
About 70% of the Kherson
region remains under
Russian control.

Ukrainian officials from
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on down cau-
tioned that while special
military units had reached
Kherson city, a full deploy-
ment to reinforce the ad-
vance troops still was un-
derway. On Friday,
Ukraine’s intelligence
agency said it thought
some Russian soldiers
stayed behind, ditching
their uniforms for civilian

clothes to avoid detection.
“Even when the city is

not yet completely
cleansed of the enemy’s
presence, the people of
Kherson themselves are al-
ready removing Russian
symbols and any traces of
the occupiers’ stay in
Kherson from the streets
and buildings,” Zelenskyy
said in his nightly video
address late Friday.

Photos circulating
Saturday on social media
showed Ukrainian ac-
tivists removing memorial
plaques put up by the occu-
pation authorities the
Kremlin installed to run
the Kherson region. A
Telegram post on the chan-
nel of Yellow Ribbon, a
self-described Ukrainian
“public resistance” move-
ment, showed two people
in a park taking down
plaques picturing what
appeared to be Soviet-era
military figures.
Moscow’s announcement
that Russian forces
planned to withdraw
across the Dnieper River,
which divides both the
Kherson region and
Ukraine, followed a
stepped-up Ukrainian
counteroffensive in the
country’s south. In the
last two months,
Ukraine’s military
claimed to have re-
claimed dozens of towns
and villages north of
Kherson city, and the
Ukrainian General Staff
said that’s where the sta-
bilization activities were
taking place.

Ukraine works to stabilise
Kherson after Russian pullout

Shram El-Sheikh, Nov 12 (AP):

As the UN climate talks
in Egypt near the half-way
point, negotiators are
working hard to draft deals
on a wide range of issues
they’ll put to ministers
next week in the hope of
getting a substantial result
by the end.

The two-week meeting
in Sharm el-Sheikh started
with strong appeals from
world leaders for greater
efforts to curb greenhouse
gas emissions and help
poor nations cope with
global warming.

Scientists say the
amount of greenhouse
gases being pumped into
the atmosphere needs to be
halved by 2030 to meet the
goals of the Paris climate
accord.

The 2015 pact set a target
of ideally limiting temper-
ature rise to 1.5 Celsius (2.7
Fahrenheit) by the end of
the century, but left it up to
countries to decide how
they want to do so.

With impacts from cli-
mate change already felt
across the globe, particu-
larly by the world’s poor-
est, there has also been a
push by campaigners and
developing nations for rich
polluters to stump up
more cash.

This would be used to
help developing countries
shift to clean energy and
adapt to global warming;
increasingly there are also
calls for compensation to
pay for climate-related
losses.

Here is a look at the
main issues on the table at

the COP27 talks and how
they might be reflected in a
final agreement.

The hosts of last year’s
talks in Glasgow said they
managed to “keep 1.5
alive,” including by getting
countries to endorse the
target in the outcome docu-
ment. But UN chief
Antonio Guterres has
warned that the tempera-
ture goal is on life support
“and the machines are rat-

tling.” And campaigners
were disappointed that
agenda this year doesn’t
explicitly cite the thresh-
old after pushback from
some major oil and gas ex-
porting nations. The talks’
chair, Egypt, can still con-
vene discussions on put-
ting it in the final agree-
ment. Negotiators are try-
ing to put together a miti-
gation work program that
would capture the various

measures countries have
committed to reducing
emissions, including for
specific sectors such as en-
ergy and transport.

UN climate talks near halftime with key issues unresolved

Phnom Pehn, Nov 12 (AP):

President Joe Biden
promised on Saturday that
the United States would
work with a strategically
vital coalition of southeast
Asian nations, telling lead-
ers that “we’re going to
build a better future that we
all want to see” in the re-
gion where US rival China
is also working to expand
its influence.

Citing the three
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations summits
he’s participated in as presi-
dent, Biden said the 10-
country bloc is “at the heart

of my administration’s
Indo-Pacific strategy” and
promised to collaborate to
build a region that is “free
and open, stable and pros-
perous, resilient and se-
cure.”

“I look forward to contin-
uing our work together
with ASEAN and with each
one of you to deepen peace
and prosperity throughout
the region to resolve chal-
lenges from the South
China Sea to Myanmar and
to find innovative solutions
to shared challenges,”
Biden said, citing climate
and health security among
areas of collaboration.

Biden pledges US will work with
Southeast Asian nations

Washington, Nov 12 (PTI):

Indian spiritual
leader Sri Sri
Ravishankar was pre-
sented with the Gandhi
Peace Pilgrimage award
in Atlanta in recogni-
tion of his tireless ef-
forts to spread the mes-
sages of peace and non-

violence as espoused by
Mahatma Gandhi & Dr
Martin Luther King Jr.

The prestigious
award given by the
Gandhi Foundation of
the USA was presented
to Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
in the presence of Isaac
Farris, nephew of Dr
Martin Luther King Jr

and India’s Consul
General in Atlanta Dr
Swati Kulkarni.

The award was pre-
sented to the founder of
Art of Living for “his
outstanding service and
contribution for human-
ity to bring the change
we want to see in the
world”, through his wis-
dom, insight and inspi-
ration in the spirit of
Gandhi-King leaching
of Peace and Ahimsa”
said the citation.

“Certain messages
are timeless messages.
In this category, Martin
Luther King’s and
Mahatma Gandhi’s mes-
sages are very relevant.
They are fresh to every
age in every generation.
Sometimes it becomes
even more relevant. In
today’s world where we
are facing such polariza-
tion and tension, the
message of peace must
be heard loud and
clear,” Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar said in his ac-
ceptance speech.

Gandhi Peace Pilgrim Award presented
to Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in Atlanta

London/Islamabad, Nov
12 (PTI): A UK High Court
judge has ordered Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his son-in-law to
file a reply in a defamation
suit they brought against
the publisher of a leading
British newspaper and also
ordered the premier to pay
30,000 pounds in costs to the
defendant.

In 2019, the Mail On
Sunday published an arti-
cle alleging that Sharif had
stolen and laundered the
UK government’s aid
money while he was the
chief minister of
Pakistan’s Punjab
province.

Sharif filed a defamation
claim against the
“grotesque allegation” in
January 2020, claiming a
retraction, damages and an
apology. In March this year,
the newspaper submitted a
50-page response to
Sharif ’s defamation suit,
the Dawn newspaper re-
ported on Saturday.

According to an order is-
sued on November 9 by
Justice Nicklin of the
King’s Bench Division,
Sharif and his son-in-law

Imran Ali Yousaf ’s request
for a stay order on proceed-
ings was denied by the
court, which has demanded
that the two claimants re-
spond to the defence pre-
sented by the newspaper
and also pay the cost for
earlier litigation in-
curred by the paper for
the stay application, the
report said. “The first
claimant [Sharif] must
pay the defendant’s
[paper’s] costs of and oc-
casioned by a) the stay
application b) his origi-
nal reply (including the
costs arising from the
process by which exten-
sions of time were
sought and agreed in re-
spect of the same,” the
order read.

Sharif was ordered to
pay the sum of 30,000
pounds to the defendant
by November 23, the
Pakistani newspaper re-
ported. Pakistan’s
Minister for Information
Marriyum Aurangzeb
claimed on Friday that
the British newspaper
had failed to prove the al-
legations levelled in the
article against Sharif

about the alleged misappro-
priation of public funds.
She said the judge had fixed
December 13 for the next
hearing of the case.

Pak PM Shehbaz’s plea for stay on
defamation case denied by UK court

Phnom Penh, Nov 12 (PTI):

India and ASEAN
countries vowed to estab-
lish a comprehensive
strategic partnership and
enhance cooperation
against terrorism after
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar addressed the
19th ASEAN-India
Summit here on
Saturday.

Dhankhar is in
Cambodia for his three-
day visit. This year
marks the 30th anniver-
sary of ASEAN-India re-
lations and is being cele-
brated as the ASEAN-
India Friendship Year.

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is an interna-
tional organisation that
has 10 member countries
in Southeast Asia:
Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam.

The ASEAN member
states and India sought to
strengthen cooperation
on cybersecurity by es-

tablishing new dialogue
platforms between India
and the ten-member bloc.

In a joint statement,

they acknowledged the
deep civilisational link-
ages, maritime connectiv-
ity, and cross-cultural ex-
changes between
Southeast Asia and India
which have grown
stronger over the last 30
years, providing a strong
foundation for ASEAN-
India relations.

Before addressing the
summit, Dhankhar and
Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen held
discussions on ways to
further enhance bilateral
ties, including in areas
like human resources, de-
mining and development
projects.

In the joint statement,
India and ASEAN na-
tions declared to enhance
cooperation in the digital
economy through a series
of regional capacity-
building activities in digi-
tal transformation, digi-
tal trade, digital skills
and innovation, as well as
Hackathons.

India, ASEAN countries promise to
boost cooperation against terrorism

Phnom Penh, Nov 12 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday held a meeting
with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Dmytro Kuleba
and both the leaders dis-
cussed recent develop-
ments in the region, nu-
clear concerns and ways
to end Russia’s war on
Ukraine. Jaishankar met
Kuleba on the sidelines of
the ASEAN-India summit
here in the Cambodian
capital.

“Pleasure to meet FM
@DmytroKuleba of
Ukraine. Our discussions
covered recent develop-
ments in the conflict, the
grain initiative and nu-
clear concerns,” he 
tweeted. Jaishankar’s
meeting with Kuleba came
days after he went on a

two-day visit to Russia
amid growing global con-
cerns over increasing hos-

tilities between Russia and
Ukraine. It was
Jaishankar’s first visit to

Moscow after Russia
launched its invasion of
Ukraine in February.
Jaishankar is accompany-
ing Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar who is
leading the Indian delega-
tion to the ASEAN-India
Commemorative Summit
and the 17th East Asia
Summit here. Ukraine
Foreign Dmytro Kuleba
took to Twitter and said
that he discussed bilateral
cooperation and ways to
end Russia’s war on
Ukraine.

“My Indian counterpart
@DrSJaishankar and I
met to discuss bilateral co-
operation and ways to end
Russia’s war on Ukraine. I
emphasized that Russia
must immediately cease
deadly attacks, withdraw
all troops from Ukraine,
and commit to peace.

Jaishankar discusses ways to
end Russia-Ukraine conflict
with Ukrainian counterpart

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Ukraine
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba during a meeting on the
sidelines of the 19th ASEAN-India Summit, in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Saturday, Nov. 12.

PPhhnnoomm  PPeennhh::  Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with
Ambassador of India to Cambodia Devyani Uttam
Khobragade and Cambodian Senate President Samdech
Vibol Sena Pheakdey Say Chhum, in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Saturday, Nov. 12.

Consul General of India in Atlanta, Swati Kulkarni inter-
acts with spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravishankar during a
ceremony organised to present the Gandhi Peace
Pilgrimage award to the latter, in Atlanta. 

US President Joe Biden (C) attends the ASEAN-US Summit
during the 40th and 41st Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Summits in Phnom Penh on November 12.
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Congratulations to
England cricket team

Huge congratulations to
all England cricket team.
What an outstanding win!
Not in my wildest dreams
did I think England would
coast to victory over such a
much hyped good India
team. Brilliant perform-
ance by England! Its skip-
per Josh Butler is already a
legend in the IPL and peo-
ple pay extra pennies to see
him there. Now he showed
what he can do on the world
stage. On the other hand,
India skipper Rohit Sharma
did the exact opposite. His
failures as a batsman
rubbed off on his captaincy.
He lacked energy and could
not inspire his team. This is
not the day of India. If not
then why England’s three
previous run chases in the
competition, against
Afghanistan, Ireland and Sri
Lanka, were all uncomfort-
able but this was a team
transformed. They took a
quite different approach to
their innings to India,
England reached 170 with all
10 wickets and four overs to
spare, Hales (who scored 86
off 47) and Buttler (80 off 49)
producing not just the
largest but in any sense you
like the greatest opening
partnership in England’s
Twenty20 history. On the
other side taking into ac-
count all of its advantages,
including the size of the pop-
ulation, the dominance of
cricket in its sporting cul-
ture and the power and
wealth of the BCCI, India
must be one of the most
under-performing teams in
any sport on the planet.
Truly feeble effort from
them today. Largely passive
batting and fielding, particu-
larly I had to laugh at
Shami's fielding when his
relay throw went over the
other fielder's head -
summed up the game at that
point to be honest.
Whatsoever, for the finals, it
will be English batting
against Pakistan pace.
However the key players for
both sides will be their leg
spinners. Congrats England!
If Woods is fit, they are the
best team in the tournament.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Need new team
It was an international

shame for the Indian team
to timidly lose to England in
a knockout match. The
team was washed out and
lost their face for playing a
deciding match so irrespon-
sibly. The team needs over-
hauling. Younger, energetic
and settled players should
be roped in. Older players
are a spent force and should
call it a day. Even replacing
the captain and coach with
more talented ones is the
need of the hour.

Maheshwer Sharma,
by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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People show their identification cards as they travel via a ropeway to cast their votes during the Himachal Pradesh Assembly
elections, in Kullu, Saturday, Nov. 12.

HP ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

T he ongoing global climate summit, COP27, in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, is the first global climate summit to be held in

Africa since 2016 and the first to have a strong focus on food and
agriculture. The location and the focus are important. Africa today is
at the epicenter of an escalating series of humanitarian crises prima-
rily caused by the impact of  climate change on food production. To
put it very mildly, it is very unfortunate that agriculture and food are
neglected in climate negotiations. A meagre three per cent of public
funding for climate change is earmarked for agriculture and food,
even though this sector is responsible  for  one-third  of  greenhouse
gas emissions. It is often seen at every UN Climate Change
Conference, the NGOs, scientists and even international institutions
harp on the same criticism. In most debates, agriculture and food are
pushed to the background, even though the sector represents one-
third of man-made greenhouse gas emissions and agricultural pro-
ducers are among the populations most directly affected by climate
change. Both a victim of and contributor to climate change, the agri-
cultural sector cannot be ignored if the Paris Agreement's objective
of not exceeding +2°C compared to the pre-industrial era has to be
met. But far from the attention given to the transport or energy sec-
tors, food has so far only been addressed  marginally  at  institutional
discussions on climate change – on the sidelines or as a tangent to
debates on other subjects, say experts. For the first time, a day will
be dedicated to agriculture in the official COP schedule, on
November 12, it will be preceded by a round table with high-level po-
litical representatives. The  war  in  Ukraine  has  highlighted  the im-
balances in global food systems and this year's agricultural harvests
have also been affected by extreme drought in both the South and
the North and by devastating floods in Pakistan and Nigeria.
Unfortunately, climate negotiations have proven to be a missed op-
portunity to address those issues. But, this time there will be dedi-
cated discussions on food and agriculture at the first official Food
and  Agriculture Pavilion hosted by the United Nation’s Food and
Agriculture Organisation, CGIAR and The  Rockefeller  Foundation  at
the  climate conference. This comes at a crucial time. The unprece-
dented drought situation in Europe, the United States and Africa, the
heat wave that impacted India’s wheat crop and floods and droughts
in Pakistan and China are all stark evidence of how food production
is at risk from extreme    weather    events.    Organisations repre-
senting over  350  million  farmers  and producers wrote an open let-
ter to world leaders November 7. They warned that global food secu-
rity is at risk unless governments boost adaptation finance for small-
scale production and promote a shift to more diverse, low-input agri-
culture. Agriculture is, thus, a victim of climate change. But it is also
responsible for more than a third of all greenhouse gas emissions.
Experts blame the bulk of the emissions from the sector on industrial
agriculture and highlight a dire need to make a shift to agro-ecology.
That means working with nature and local communities to support
food security, livelihoods, biodiversity and help to buffer tempera-
ture extremes and sequester carbon.

T he world is on the
cusp of a solar revo-

lution. Not only is solar the
world’s most abundant and
clean energy source, with its
widespread acceptance, it
has become the common en-
ergy imperative to drive in-
ternational climate action.
Many countries now have
well-established policies and
regulations, giving it the
scale and affordability that
global climate action asks
for. Solar energy is playing a
key role not only in the de-
veloping world to tackle en-
ergy access and energy secu-
rity, but also in developed
countries to facilitate ener-
gy transition through inte-
gration with battery energy
storage, electric vehicle
charging infrastructure, and
hydrogen production.

Despite technological su-
periority over other energy
technologies in terms of
cost, simplicity and ease of
maintenance, modularity,
and range of applications,
solar is facing an important
challenge that needs to be ad-
dressed. The global photo-
voltaic (PV) manufacturing
supply chain is concentrated
in a handful of countries,

which resulted in recent
price surges because of the
choking of existing limited
supply chains. These disrup-
tions have raised important
questions.

The Covid-19 crisis, lead-
ing to record commodity
prices owing to multilateral
challenges, have all focused
attention on the high re-
liance on some countries for
imports of energy, raw mate-
rials and manufacturing
goods that are key to their
energy security. The added
challenge is in the procure-
ment of solar panels. It is es-
timated that the global de-
mand for solar PV, at the
very minimum, will need a
cumulative capacity of 5,000
gigawatts (GW) by 2030.
However, given the falling
prices of solar and initia-
tives being taken across the
world, the estimates could
be nearer 10,000 GW. This
means an annual capacity
addition of PV of about
800–1,000 GW each year,
which had until now been
limited to 200GW.

As we go to a future where
five times the current capac-
ity will need to be shipped,
we will need to build re-
silient, diversified supply
chains. Countries can im-
prove resilience by diversi-
fying their supply chains.
The best way to support the
development of solar PV
manufacturing projects is
direct support to upstream
actors, for instance through
financial incentives such as
tax exemptions, low-cost fi-
nancing or direct subsidies
(for example, land or infra-
structure investments).

Triggering demand and
stimulating downstream
players, therefore, is also an
efficient way to develop the
industry, but it must neces-
sarily be followed by further
investments. India has re-
cently conducted a success-
ful production-linked incen-
tives (PLI) scheme to en-
courage manufacturing in
solar PV. Bidders for proj-
ects under this would set up
and run manufacturing fa-
cilities that will span the en-
tire production cycle from
making polysilicon, ingots,
wafers, cells and panels of
high efficiency.

The long-term financial
sustainability of the solar
PV manufacturing sector is
critical for rapid and cost-ef-
fective clean energy transi-
tions. Rapid growth, com-
bined with long lead times
for projects, increases the
risk of supply and demand
mismatches, which can lead
to cost increases and supply
shortages. The net profitabil-
ity of the solar PV sector for
all supply chain segments
has been volatile. Thus, vul-
nerabilities across trading
routes need to be hedged by
supportive policies.

Increased cooperation
among countries will be the
backbone of energy transi-
tion, propelling investment
and creating millions of new
green jobs. While govern-
ments and stakeholders have
begun to pay increasing at-
tention to solar PV manufac-
turing, more needs to be
done. The strategic impor-
tance of this sector in a rap-
idly decarbonising world re-
quires like-minded coun-

tries to act together. It is ex-
pected that module manufac-
turing will be occurring
everywhere. There is need
for support in early years
and as a global community,
we need to support countries
in enabling an environment
for manufacturing. With 110
member and signatory coun-
tries, the International Solar
Alliance is making efforts to
bring about this change.

Newer technologies will
come into the market, in-
cluding solar-plus batteries
becoming competitive. New
solar PV manufacturing fa-
cilities along the supply
chain could attract billions
in investment by 2030.
Annual investment levels
need to double throughout
the supply chain.
Polysilicon, ingots and
wafers manufacturing are
the critical stages and would
need to attract the majority
of investments to support
growing demand. Solar ener-
gy is available in abundance,
there is no suitable technolo-
gy other than solar that al-
lows households and com-
munities to become self-suf-
ficient in terms of energy.
Grid-interactive mini grids
and community rooftop
solar installations will en-
able this shift. Solar energy
is the one which could be-
come the cornerstone of the
net-zero India that we are
aiming to see in 2070.

(Writer is the minister of
power and new & renewable
energy, India and president,

International Solar
Alliance. The views ex-
pressed are personal.) 

Sabyasachi Dutta

M etaphorically speaking
a tectonic shift has

been noticed in the business
world, post-Covid. The way
most of the companies success-
fully waded through the tur-
moil speaks volumes regarding
their ability to handle a crisis
of such enormous magnitude.
How companies recalibrated
themselves and ran through
their operations marrying
technology with innovation
also received wholesome
praise. Special laurels were
showered on those leaders who
rose to the occasion and dis-
played exemplary leadership
attributes. One concept that
gained traction during this
time was the ‘Servant
Leadership’ in which the com-
mon pyramidal corporate hier-
archies have been turned up-
side down and instead pro-
pounded a new one that puts
employees at the top with a
leader inspiring them from the
bottom.

Leaders in such a structure
are endowed with a serve-first
mindset that aims at empower-

ing people who work around
them. They believe in serving
instead of commanding, show-
ing humility instead of bran-
dishing unilateral authority,
and focussing on the needs of
others before their own. They
take care of their team’s pro-
fessional and personal goals,
involve them in the decision-
making process, and build a
sense of belongingness.
Noticeably this leads to higher
engagement, more trust, and
stronger bond between team
members and other stakehold-
ers. In short, a servant leader
acts beyond the transactional
aspects of management and
strives to merge employees’
sense of purpose with the com-
pany’s mission. The phrase
‘Servant Leadership’ was first
coined by Robert K. Greenleaf
in his 1970 essay, ‘The Servant
as Leader’. However, it's a
model that people have used for
centuries tracing its roots back
to the 5th century BC notes of
Chinese philosophers.

Some dominant traits
Servant Leaders display are:

1. Good Listening skill and
observing non-verbal cues.

These im-
bued qual-
ities could
help a per-
son read
any situa-
tion or
issue bet-
ter and
with sharper clarity.

2. Empathy: Valuing others'
perspectives and caring for
them helps the leader estab-
lish trust and rapport.

3. Healing: Servant leaders
should be supportive of
their teams both physically
and mentally. They should
look at the holistic wellness
of those they lead.

4. Awareness: One should be
aware to know inherent
strengths and weaknesses. It
is the ability to introspect,
check emotions and see how
their behaviour affects peo-
ple in the surrounding.

5. Persuasion: Effective use of
persuasion – rather than au-
thority – to encourage people
and build consensus around
a decision is a hallmark trait
of a servant leader.

6. Conceptualization: This

characteristic relates to
one’s ability to ‘dream great
dreams’ and lead members
beyond the mundane to the
ambitious realm.

7. Foresight: Ability to predict
the future from past experi-
ences and by identifying
what's happening at present.
Servant leaders need to keep
a constant eye on the crystal
ball and blow whistle at is-
sues that might impact the
organization.

8. Stewardship: It’s about the
leaders’ commitment and
accountability for their
teams as complete onus for
things that happen in a com-
pany, eventually lies with
them.

9. Fostering Growth: Servant
leaders should sincerely en-
deavour for the personal and
professional development of
their team members.

10.Building Community: To
develop a sense of kinship
by knitting diverse work-
forces into an egalitarian
community within an or-
ganization.
Having understood the

strong value proposition

Servant Leadership can her-
ald in the present context, it
is also important not to over-
look the cons by getting
swayed of its pros. Just like
any other leadership style
Servant Leadership too has
some downsides like:
• Servant Leaders can be per-

ceived as ‘weak’ or ‘shirker’
• If not strong willed they can

get influenced by manipula-
tive staff

• They should have the
strength to withstand emo-
tional bullying by those seek-
ing favours

• They should be competent
enough to draw a line and not
go overboard empowering
inept staff, if so noticed.

To conclude, it is
worth noting that servant
leaders ought to be both ser-
vant and leader morphed
into one individual who
could skilfully oscillate be-
tween two personae as situa-
tions demand.

(Writer is a Country General
Manager of a British MNC in

India. Views expressed here
are personal)

Servant Leadership: Putting people first
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KAJAL CHATTERJEE

A full-fledged human being writhing in pain after developing
labour. Yet the Karnataka hospital authorities insisted on the

identity of the Tamil Nadu woman in the form of Aadhaar and on fail-
ing to produce it, she was denied admission and allowed to die along
with her twin new-borns. Perhaps this heartlessly ridiculous scene
can get witnessed only in such a society where official formalities
can override all basic norms of minimum sense of humanity.  Didn't
Aadhaar get conceived merely as an instrument to transfer subsidies
to the eligible recipients. However, today production of Aadhaar is
being religiously demanded literally from hospital maternity ward to
cremation/burial ground! And of course without taking care to en-
sure that each and every Indian has been equipped with such a card
which has been turned into the "be all and end all" of an Indian's
identity. The insistence on Aadhaar and related technological for-
malities has taken the lives of many Indians in various parts of the
country. In the  later half of 2017, it was in Simdega district.
Jharkhand. Santoshi Kumari --- 11 year old little flower of a poorest
of poor family. School closed for the long festival season ---- Durga
Puja to Diwali. So no provision of mid-day meals also. Now, the fami-
ly could have collected ration at subsidised rate. Yet food items were
denied to the family because they had committed an "unpardonable
sin" in the technologically elite India of attaining Mars orbit! Their
ration card was yet to be linked to AADHAAR. So after suffering
pangs of acute hunger for a week, the little Santoshi breathed her
last in the last week of September 2017. Even many poor people of
remote areas often get deprived of subsidized grains(though Ration
cards linked with Aadhaar) from shops due to "failure of the System"
ie "link failure" day after day. Unable to provide food to innumerable
people including the vulnerable children, regularly coming up with
cracking "centuries" in World Hunger Index; yet no shame in getting
immersed in the blind zeal of technology even when the meal of the
hungry lot get scandalously snatched by the "system" ! So in this so-
ciety,  technology and formality is much more valuable than the lives
of helpless people and children (including that of unborn babies in
the womb). In a country where "Digital India" gets flaunted with
much celebration with "nationalists" boasting of "technological ad-
vancement"; compassion towards fellow human beings (specially
downtrodden section) seems to be the last thing in the conscious-
ness of this class-obsessed society. And not only remote Simdega of
"backward" Jharkhand, glittering "modern" glamour-imposed New
Delhi has also seen precious lives of three Ration Card-less poor chil-
dren getting nipped in the bud in August 2018. Now it is high time
stern questions need to be asked ---- "Are technology and official for-
malities for human beings? Or are human beings for technology and
formalities"? If the latter is true; then let Aadhaar, Ration cards, link-
age of various cards get officially declared as having precedence
over lives of common Indians as well and let us dance upon their
dead bodies by emitting shrill noise of our "technological leap"! But
if the former is true, then the "elite" Indians of Mars Orbit IT
Revolution or Sensex should hang their heads in shame following
such regular assault on humanity through the pretext of "absent" or
"non-linked" Aadhaar. Lastly, if possession of Ration card, Aadhaar
gets made mandatory in every possible sector to draw various serv-
ices, then at first it must be ensured that such cards have been is-
sued to every citizen of India. And even if digitisation and technologi-
cal advancement get implemented in crucial sectors like subsidised
food distribution (linkage of Ration card with Aadhaar); still the old
traditional procedures should not be discarded all together so that if
"The System" fails, the earlier more intimate human procedures
would do the job. Else it would be as suicidal as doing away with
staircase in a skyscraper "boasting" of high speed elevator.

LET  HUMANITY BE ACCORDED
HIGHEST PRIORITY 

Solar energy can help India achieve net zero

COP27: Agriculture sector
vs climate change

RK SINGH
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Green hydrogen 

Mumbai:Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
held talks with Avaada
Group for setting up a
green hydrogen project
worth Rs 45,000 crore in
the state.The project
can generate employ-
ment for 12,000 persons,
he said.The Eknath
Shinde-led
Maharashtra govern-
ment was recently
under fire after a semi-
conductor project by
Vedanta-Foxconn and
military aircraft project
of Tata-Airbus were
bagged by Gujarat.
"Had a very detailed
meeting with team
Avaada Group led by
Vineet Mittal on green
hydrogen,an important
anchor of future ener-
gy transition as a part
of Hon PM Narendra
Modi ji's vision,"
Fadnavis tweeted.

Logistics cost
New Delhi: The PM
Gati Shakti initiative
would help accelerate
transportation, cut lo-
gistics cost, and bring
synergy among min-
istries, Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said.
The PM GatiShakti -
National Master Plan
(NMP) was an-
nounced last year
with an aim to break
departmental silos
and bring in more ho-
listic and integrated
planning and execu-
tion of projects with a
view to addressing the
issues related to
multi-modal and last-
mile connectivity. It
aims at promoting in-
tegrated planning and
synchronised imple-
mentation of infra-
structure projects
across the country.

Double capacity

New Delhi: Union
power minister R K
Singh directed NTPC
to more than double
its capacity by 2030.
India's installed power
capacity will be at a
level of 800 GW by the
year 2030, he said at
the 48th Raising Day
of NTPC here. "NTPC
must contribute at
least 25 per cent to 800
GW level," he said.
NTPC's current in-
stalled capacity is
70,000 megawatt, in-
cluding thermal and
renewable sources.
NTPC must increase
its capacity as the de-
mand for power will
continue to grow in
India and the compa-
ny must eye for a larg-
er share in the mar-
ket, he said. On the
India's power sector,
he said, the country is
doing well in the ener-
gy space. Various
countries are facing
energy crisis. The cost
of power there have
grown by 6 times.
However, in India
there was no such
issue. "We have met
the demand in the
country. There was
not even load shed-
ding in India. We did
not see prices going
up here," the minister
said. NTPC, under the
ministry of power, is
the country's largest
power producing com-
pany.

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Saturday said there was
no need to change the in-
flation target despite the
central bank's failure to
keep it below the 6 per cent
upper tolerance level for 9
consecutive months while
exuding confidence that
the October print will be
less than 7 per cent.
Inflation has been trend-
ing above the RBI's upper
tolerance level of 6 per
cent since January this
year. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Act mandates

that in the case of the in-
flation target not being
met for three consecutive
quarters, the central bank
has to submit a report to
the government explain-
ing the reasons and detail
the remedial actions it will
be taking to check the
price rise. Earlier this
month, a special meeting

of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) was
held to finalise the report
explaining the reasons for
missing the inflation tar-
get for three quarters. This
was the first time since the
onset of the Monetary
Policy Framework which
came into effect in 2016
that the RBI explained its
actions in a report to the
government. Speaking at
the HT Leadership
Summit on Saturday, Das
said there is no need to
change the goal post for in-
flation targeting as higher
than 6 per cent inflation
would hurt growth. As per
the mandate given to the
Reserve Bank by the
Union Government, the
central bank is required to

ensure that retail inflation
remains at 4 per cent with
a margin of 2 per cent on
either side.

Quoting an RBI internal
research, Das said infla-
tion above 6 per cent for
India would be detrimen-
tal to growth. It will be
counterproductive be-
cause the financial savings
and investment climate
will be hit and India will
lose the confidence of in-
ternational investors if in-
flation remains above 6
per cent for a prolonged
period, he noted. The infla-
tion band of 2-6 per cent
also provides RBI enough
policy space to use during
times of stress, as was
done during the COVID-19
pandemic.

No need to change inflation
target of 2-6 pc: RBI Governor
̈ October print will be

less than 7 per cent

Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari  said the retail
component in NHAI's
InVIT bonds will be dou-
bled to 50 per cent.

Speaking at a meeting
held here virtually, the
Union minister for road
transport and highways
said the debut issue of the
National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)
infrastructure investment
trust (InVIT) got a good re-
sponse, and every com-
mon citizen of the country
can play a role in nation
building by helping fi-
nance the infrastructure.
"We have reserved 25 per
cent of InVIT bond for re-
tail investors. Now we are
planning to increase this
limit to 50 per cent,"
Gadkari said. Citizens can
invest anything upward of
Rs 10,000 and get a return

of 8.5 per cent per annum
on their investments,
Gadkari said, thanking
the investor community
for the over subscription
of seven times in the maid-
en bond issuance of Rs
1,500 crore which listed
last month. Speaking to an
audience comprising insti-
tutional investors, the
minister made a plea for
more money saying the
government's resources
are limited. He stressed

that all the projects being
brought before the in-
vestors are financially vi-
able ones with attractive
internal rates of returns,
and putting money into
them will also help in na-
tion building.

Citing various initia-
tives where there is a
thrust on domestic alter-
natives which substitute
imports, like mobile phone
manufacturing through
the production linked in-
centive scheme, Gadkari
said there is a need to
work together for "eco-
nomic nationalism".

"We wish to bring a cul-
tural shift among the
mindset of the people,"
Gadkari said. Stating that
students are going out of
the country for education,
he said, we should create
private institutions offer-
ing quality education
within the country.

Gadkari says govt mulling to double
retail component in NHAI InVIT bonds

New Delhi, Nov 11: 

India has emerged as
one of the fastest-growing
major economies in the
world and is expected to be
one of the top three eco-
nomic powers globally
over the next 10-15 years,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.
Speaking at the US-India
Businesses and
Investment Opportunities
event here, Sitharaman
said, the global economic
outlook remains challeng-
ing and the Indian econo-
my is not insulated from
the impact of global eco-
nomic developments.
However, she said, India
has carved out its growth
trajectory supported by
the above-normal south-
west monsoon, public in-
vestment, strong corpo-

rate balance sheets, up-
beat consumer and busi-
ness confidence and reced-
ing threat of the Covid
pandemic.

"India has emerged as
one of the fastest-growing
major economies in the
world. It has recently sur-
passed the UK to become
the fifth-largest economy
in the world and is expect-
ed to be one of the top
three economic powers
globally over the next 10-15
years," she said. Listing
out some of the important
measures taken by the

government to boost the
economy, the finance min-
ister mentioned about
Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes
across sectors, PM
GatiShakti programme
and semiconductor mis-
sion. "We recognise for-
eign capital flows as a vital
component of India's
growth story. Key reforms
include simplification and
rationalisation of the
Foreign Portfolio Investor
(FPI) regulations, increase
in aggregate foreign in-
vestment limit, introduc-
tion of Common
Application Form (CAF)
for registration of FPIs,
and opening of new chan-
nels of debt investments
like the Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR)
and Fully Accessible
Route (FAR)," she said.

India to be one of top three economic
powers in next 10-15 years: FM

New Delhi, Nov 12:  

US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen on Friday
said India is an indispen-
sable partner to the
United States, and
Washington is looking
forward to support New
Delhi's presidency in G20
to achieve shared global
priorities. She was speak-
ing at the US-India
Businesses and
Investment Opportunities
event here. Addressing
the event, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said India
has emerged as one of the
fastest-growing major
economies in the world.
India has recently sur-
passed the UK to become
the fifth-largest economy

in the world and is expect-
ed to be one of the top
three economic powers
globally over the next 10-
15 years, she said.

The economic ties be-

tween the two countries
are touching new heights.
The US is India's biggest
trading partner and the
bilateral trade has
reached an all-time high

of over USD 150 billion in
2021.

Yellen, who is on an of-
ficial visit to India, said
as US President Biden
said earlier this year,
India is an indispensable
partner to the United
States. "That's particular-
ly true today. I believe
that these urgent chal-
lenges are bringing India
and the United States
closer together than ever
before," she said. The bi-
lateral partnership is es-
pecially crucial as India
prepares to assume the
G20 presidency. Over the
next year, "we look for-
ward to supporting
India's presidency and
making progress on our
shared global priorities",
she said.

India indispensable partner to
United States, says Janet Yellen

US Secretary of Treasury Janet L. Yellen with Microsoft India
President Anant Maheshwari and others during an interaction
with business leaders amid a visit to the Microsoft India
Development Center, in Noida.

New Delhi, Nov 12:  

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday urged the
textiles industry to focus
on quality products to
meet the demands of the
global market, and called
for proactive steps to en-
sure that weavers and
craftsmen get better prices
for their products. Goyal
called for proactive action
including better designs,
higher quality, packaging
and marketing to ensure
weavers get better prices
for their products in the in-
ternational market, ac-
cording to a textile min-
istry statement. He said
this while interacting with
the stakeholders of hand-
loom, handicrafts and tex-
tiles industry at Deendayal
Hastkala in Varanasi. The

Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and Textiles,
inspected the trade facilita-
tion centre set up for
weavers and craftsmen of
Varanasi. He expressed
satisfaction over the facili-
ties available at the centre
and said tourists coming to
the city should be told
about this facility so that
they visit and shop from
here, benefitting the
weavers of Varanasi.

Goyal urges textiles industry
to focus on quality products
̈ To cater to global market Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Philanthropist Rohini
Nilekani on Friday said
that there is no backlash
against the wealthy in
India, despite the in-
equities in the society.
Nilekani, wife of Infosys
co-founder Nandan
Nilekani, said ideally, no
society or government will
tolerate runaway wealth
creation by a few, but
added that India is an ex-
ception to it. "I think in
India, there is not so much
backlash against the
wealthy. And the wealthy
therefore have even more
responsibility to use that
wealth wisely because of
so much inequity in the so-
ciety," Nilekani said speak-
ing at the annual Tata
Litlive here. The com-
ments come at a time
when multiple bodies, in-

cluding the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), have flagged con-
cerns over the rising in-
come inequality in the so-
ciety. Many observers have
said that India is undergo-
ing a 'K-shaped' growth
where the rich are getting
richer while the less fortu-
nate slide down towards
peril. Nilekani said
Indians are generally
more optimistic about

wealth creation and "we
ought to chase the goal as
well", but underlined that
the privileged also have to
do more by ensuring that
the wealth they have creat-
ed is used for larger public
good. There is also a need
for the privileged class to
engage more with public
services, she said, pointing
out that in the last few
decades the moneyed
classes have "seceded"
from such pursuits.

Nilekani pointed to the
recent flooding in
Bengaluru as an event be-
cause of such secession
from what ought to be
done. "The elite have just
seceded from public serv-
ices and quite happily over
the last several
decades...we have every-
thing private, from water
to electricity to schools to
healthcare.

No backlash against the wealthy in
India despite inequities: Rohini Nilekani

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

Gross collection of tax on
corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly 31
per cent so far in the cur-
rent fiscal year to Rs 10.54
lakh crore, the tax depart-
ment said on Friday. This
includes a 41 per cent
growth in personal income
tax (including Securities
Transaction Tax) mop up
and 22 per cent increase in
corporate tax revenues over
the same period last year.
After adjusting for refunds,
the net direct tax collec-
tions between April 1-
November 10 stood at Rs
8.71 lakh crore, which is
61.31 per cent of the Budget
estimates (BE) for the full-
year tax collection target,

the department said. The
Budget had estimated di-
rect tax collection at Rs
14.20 lakh crore this fiscal,
higher than Rs 14.10 lakh
crore collected last fiscal
(2021-22). Tax on corporate
and individual income
makes up for direct taxes.

"Direct Tax collections
up to 10th November, 2022
show that gross collections
are at Rs. 10.54 lakh crore
which is 30.69 per cent high-
er than the gross collections
for the corresponding peri-
od of last year," as per a
statement. Refunds
amounting to Rs 1.83 lakh
crore have been issued be-
tween April 1-November 10,
61 per cent higher than
what was issued in the cor-
responding period last year.
After adjusting for refunds,
net direct tax collection
stood at Rs 8.71 lakh crore,
25.71 per cent higher over
the year-ago period.

Gross direct tax revenue jumps
31 pc to Rs 10.54 lakh cr

̈ Net collections
cross 61 pc of
Budget target

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

Smart wearable de-
vices shipment in India
grew by over 56 per cent
to 37.2 million units in the
quarter ended September
2022, market research and
analysis firm IDC said on
Friday. Imagine
Marketing, which sells
products under the BoAT
brand name, led the mar-
ket with 32.1 per cent
market share. The wear-
able device segment,
which comprises smart-
watches, wrist band and
earwear, recorded 75 mil-
lion units of shipments
in the first nine months of
2022. "Vendors continued
to remain aggressive in
their shipments to build
inventory for the festive

season (August-October)
supported by high-decibel
marketing and promo-
tional activities across
channels. Heavy dis-
counting and offers were
also rolled out during on-
line sales events resulting
in a 13.6 per cent YoY de-
cline in average selling
price (ASP) in the third
quarter of 2022," IDC said
in its India Monthly
Wearable Device Tracker
report.

Smartwatch segment
grew by 178.8 per cent on
year-over-year (YoY)
basis to over 12 million
units in September 2022
quarter from 4.3 million.
"As smartwatches con-
tinue to be in high de-
mand across varied cus-
tomer segments, the need

for better specifica-
tions/accurate monitor-
ing will be key. We will
see bigger screen size (of
1.8 to 1.99 inch),
AMOLED display, physi-
cal or e-Sim connectivity
in the affordable seg-
ment, while the premium
segment moves towards
more offerings with
curved, edge-to-edge
screens and near filed
communications enabled
for payment," IDC India
Senior Market Analyst
for Client Devices Vikas
Sharma said.

Earwear shipment
grew by 33.6 per cent to
over 25 million units in
September quarter from
18.73 million units in the
year ago period.

"Earwear accounted

for 67.3 per cent of the
overall wearables catego-
ry. Truly wireless (TWS)
dominated with 57.6 per
cent share growing by
94.4 per cent YoY, teth-
ered grew by 2.5 per cent,
while over-the-ear de-
clined by more than 50
per cent in the third
quarter of 2022," the re-
port said. The growth in
the wearable segment
was mitigated by ear-
wears that recorded
about 81 per cent dip in
shipment to 1,42,000
units. Noise stood second
with a 13.8 per cent mar-
ket share while Fire Boltt
pipped OnePlus to occu-
py third place with 8.9
per cent share. OnePlus
had 8.2 per cent market
share during the quarter.

Varanasi, Nov 12:  

India's economy will not
be strong unless the logis-
tics system is improved, so
the government is speed-
ing up infrastructure proj-
ects, Union Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said. Addressing
the 'PM Gati Shakti
Multimodal Waterways
Summit 2022' here,
Sonowal said there are 111
waterways in the country
and the steps that the gov-
ernment has taken to im-
prove logistics have made
significant progress to-
wards making India self-
reliant.

Also speaking at the
event, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said the PM
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan is providing
the much needed impetus

to projects and has
emerged to be a key
growth driver. "No one has
an effective tool like PM
Gati Shakti, not even the
most developed nations in
the world," Goyal added.
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the entire country is
watching the progress that
is being made in every
field through the PM Gati
Shakti scheme. Uttar
Pradesh is a key benefici-

ary of the scheme and has
sufficient water resources
available which will accel-
erate the pace of develop-
ment, he added. At the
event, a new website for
Trade Facilitation Centre
for Inland Water and
Coastal Transport was
also launched for users of
waterways and coastal
shipping to access rele-
vant operational and com-
mercial information. A
memorandum of under-
standing between Inland
Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI) and Cochin
Shipyard Ltd for electric-
battery powered hybrid
catamarans for Assam
was also signed at the
summit. The PM Gati
Shakti National Master
Plan aims at providing
multimodal connectivity
infrastructure to various
SEZs and enhancing logis-
tical efficiency.

India wearable market grows 56 pc to 
37.2 million units in Jul-September: IDC

Govt speeding up infra projects to strengthen
logistics sector, boost economy, says Sonowal

D
irect-
or P.S
Mithr

an's superhit
spy thriller

'Sardar', featuring
Karthi in the lead, will

release on OTT on
November 18.

The Tamil and

Telugu versions of the
edgy, engrossing, and en-
tertaining spy thriller,
which also features
Raashii Khanna, Rajisha
Vijayan, Chunky Panday
and Laila in pivotal roles,
will release on the OTT
platform Aha.

'Sardar' revolves
around Vijay Prakash
(Karthi), a publicity-hun-
gry cop, haunted by the
spectre of being a trai-
tor's son. The turning
point in Vijay Prakash's
life comes when Samira
(Laila), an activist cam-
paigning against privati-
sation of water bodies
dies mysteriously.

Vijay Prakash tries to
find out the killers, only
to unearth a complex
web of lies and deceit. He

realises the gravi-
ty of the situation
and understands
that this could put
the nation in dan-
ger. At the centre
of it all is Rathore,
an evil business-

man (Chunky
Panday). Vijay Prakash

realises that the only per-
son who can foil
Rathore's nefarious plans
is his superspy father (co-
denamed Sardar), who is
living in exile... Karthi,
who plays a dual role in
the film, said: "Being part
of an enigmatic story
was the biggest lucrative
reason for me to be a part
of 'Sardar'. I knew we
were making something
special and huge which
was elevated with the au-
dience's warm and
tremendous reception.

Keerti Nagpure
learned Tandav in

a day for ‘Pyaar
Ka Pehla Naam’

T
V actress Keerti Nagpure, who is currently seen in
the show 'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan'
shared her experience of learning Tandav for a

sequence in the show.
She said: This was the first time I have performed Tandav

in my life. At first, when I got to know about this scene, I
was very nervous because I didn't know much about the
details. We all know that it is one of the toughest dance

forms and it takes years of practice to ace it."
Keerti was also seen in the shows 'Desh Ki Beti Nandini' and

'Parichay'. However, she never learned this dance form
which is associated with Lord Shiva and needs a

lot of energy and strength.
She reveals how she learned the steps in a

short span of time. "I had only one day
to rehearse it, so I decided to give my

hundred per cent and learn as much
as I could. Somehow, I managed to

give a one-take performance and
I must say, this dance form

needs a lot of strength, bal-
ance, and a high level of

emotions to express it
right. I really hope the

audience loves my per-
formance." The show

focuses on the love
story of Mohan

(Shabir
Ahluwalia), and
Radha
(Neeharika
Roy). 'Pyaar Ka
Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan'
airs on Zee
TV.

ACROSS

1. A sense

6. Con game

10. Ship's staff

14. Atlantic or Pacific

15. Advertising symbol

16. Golfer's goal

17. Form

18. Three feet

19. Alleviate

20. Large truck

21. Wobbled

23. Probabilities

27. Discharge

28. Very skinny

32. Prickly plants

36. Yearly (2 wds.)

37. Rhino feature

38. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

39. Spanish women

43. "Oh, give ____ home..." (2 wds.)

44. Play personnel

46. Amulet

48. Winter forecast

50. Bargain

51. Wine-producing valley

53. Visualized

54. Pilots

58. Military supplies

62. Inert gas

63. Tehran's land

65. Pub mug

66. Salamander

67. Aria

68. Wrathful

69. Memorable periods

70. Water container

71. Speaks wildly

DOWN

1. Hurl

2. Hurt

3. Fabric joint

4. Cassava starch

5. Opposite of WSW

6. Like a fox

7. Outerwear

8. Came to terms

9. Internet access device

10. Speedy cat

11. Jungle sound

12. If not

13. Unwanted plant

22. Nervous twitch

24. Uproars

25. Copenhagen native

26. Daze

28. Heroic tales

29. Olympic award

30. Moved upward

31. Ham it up

33. Punctuation mark

34. Goody

35. Silly

40. Scraps of cloth

41. Balm

42. Locale

45. Renters

47. Singer Frank ____

49. Create lace

50. Not wide

52. Self-assurance

54. Actress ____ Bancroft

55. Swerve

56. Midwest state

57. Discount event

59. Intend

60. Catcher's glove

61. Wallet stuffers

64. Neither's partner

65. Polite address
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I
magine being stuck
in a world where our
electronic devices

come to life? A world
where phones, laptops
and other gadgets con-
trol you and you are the
only hope to save hu-
manity! Well, ‘The
Mitchells’ are one such
unique family, who are
caught in this unfore-
seen situation as they
race against time to res-
cue the world! This
Children’s Day, &pic-
tures takes audiences
on a thrilling journey
as it brings to all, the
Hindi Television pre-
miere of the critically
acclaimed film, The
Mitchells Vs The
Machines on 14th
November at 11am.
Nominated for the Best
Animated Feature at
the 94th Academy
Awards and having
swept the Best
Animated Feature, at
the 49th Annie Awards,
the animated comedy
film is here to tickle
your funny bone and

take you on a joyous ad-
venture.

An animated comedy
film, The Mitchells Vs
The Machines brings to
light the story of a
young sweet girl, Katie
Mitchell who embarks
upon a road trip with
her proud parents,
younger brother and
her beloved dog. Their
plans to bond and spend
time together as a fami-
ly are disrupted when
all the electronic de-
vices of the world come
to life and are set to

stage an uprising. With
the sudden on-set of
machines taking over
the world and creating
unrest, the Mitchells
emerge as humanity’s
last hope to save the
planet. Finding them-
selves helpless in the
midst of robots and ma-
chines the quirky and
relatable Mitchell’s
stick together through
it all and gear up to
fight against the robots.
Packaged with ele-
ments of humour, ad-
venture and thrills, The

Mitchells Vs The
Machines is set to take
the audiences, kids and
their families on power-
packed adventure as
they try to save the
world and fight against
the machines.

Will The Mitchells
rescue the world from
the captivity of ma-
chines? Tune into &pic-
tures for the Hindi
Television premiere of
The Mitchells Vs The
Machines on 14th
November at 11am, to
find out.

&pictures to premiere ‘The Mitchells
Vs The Machines’ on Nov 14

G
one are the days when chil-
dren spent time outdoors
playing in the sun and run-

ning around. While kids play in the
playgrounds in their neighbour-
hood, it is mostly cricket, swings or
rides. Moreover, gadgets, smart-
phones and tablets have substituted
outdoor games, with children con-
stantly glued to online gaming. The
simple pleasure of playing outside
evokes nostalgia. Children running
around, playing games like Gilli
Danda, Kancha, Pithu etc., have
been lost somewhere. On Children’s
Day, &TV artists get nostalgic, talk
about these long-lost childhood
games, and encourage children to
go out and play! These include Neha
Joshi (Yashoda, Doosri Maa),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori Bhabi,

Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai). Neha Joshi,
essaying Yashoda in &TV’s show
Doosri Maa, shares, “My childhood
was fun. I used to stay in Nashik,
and many cousins used to stay
around. We had a long list of games
to play whenever we got together—
starting with Lukka Chhupi (Hide

and Seek). It was our favourite of
all time. Apart from that, kho-kho
and lagori were a few games we
used to enjoy. I recall our elders be-
coming irritated with us because
we were so engrossed in our games
that even after listening, they would
call us back home or request food,
and we would continue playing de-
spite this. The innocence of those
games will never come back. The
fun of a virtual world with elabo-
rate graphics and multi-players
cannot simply match the joy of
playing our hearts out, even if there
is dust, dirt, and scorching sun. So,
this Children's Day, I intend to play
these games on our sets with
Aayudh Bhanushali (Krishna) and
other children of our show, and
while giving them a glimpse of our
childhood days, I would like to re-
joice in those beautiful memories”.

&TV artists get nostalgic about
long-lost childhood games

‘I met my 
husband through

Ajay Devgn’

S
ony Entertainment Television’s
The Kapil Sharma Show, India’s
favorite weekend getaway, is set

for another weekend full of fun,
laughter and surprises. On Sunday,
13th November at 9:30 pm, the super
host Kapil Sharma will be seen
hosting the star cast of Drishyam
2 – Ajay Devgn, Tabu, Shriya
Saran, Ishita Dutta and Mrunal
Jadhav. Along with some candid
tales and hilarious gags, the en-
tire team of Drishyam 2 is in for
a gala time packed with endless
laughter with Kapil’s atrangi
parivaar. Ishita Dutta, will be
seen sharing some interesting an-
ecdotes from the movie and her person-
al life. In an amusing twist of events,
host Kapil will be asking Ishita Dutta
how she and her husband, Vatsal
Sheth met. Responding to this, Ishita
will go on to surprise everyone and
reveal, “I met my husband through
Ajay Sir. I am very happy that he was
our matchmaker.” Tune into The
Kapil Sharma Show, every Saturday
and Sunday at 9:30 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Karthi-starrer 'Sardar' to release
on OTT on November 18

'K
umkum Bhagya'
actress Richa
Rathore recalls au-

ditioning for the show
'Rabb Se Hai Dua' and get-
ting selected for the role of
Ghazal among 130 girls in
Shimla.

She says: "I was in
Shimla when I was offered
this role. Once I bagged
the role, I got to know that
they were auditioning for
Ghazal for a very long
time. In fact, they had au-
ditioned over 130 girls be-
fore choosing me as
Ghazal. To be honest, I was
quite flattered, over-
whelmed and grateful for
everything. I'm sure it will
be interesting for the view-
ers to watch Ghazal's jour-
ney in the show."

Richa Rathore recalls how she
grabbed her role in ‘Rabb Se Hai Dua’

Kangana Ranaut
takes early morning

dancing lessons

B
ollywood actress Kangana Ranaut loves to
utilise her morning the best way possible -
with a dance workout. The actress, who is

currently working on her upcoming directorial
'Emergency', shared a video of herself taking
dancing lessons. The 'Queen' actress took to the
story section of her Instagram on Saturday and
posted a video where she can be seen dancing in
choreographer Terence Lewis's dancing school.
Kangana wrote on the video: "Early morning foot
work with guruji @rajendrachaturvedi and
@seema_purohit". Kangana, who earlier delivered
a box-office debacle with 'Dhaakad', has also been
urging people in her home state of Himachal
Pradesh to cast their votes in the ongoing
Assembly election of the state. On the work front,
Kangana also has 'Tejas' in the pipeline in which
she will essay the role of an IAF fighter pilot. In ad-
dition, she will also be seen in 'Emergency' as the
former Prime Minister of India - Indira Gandhi.
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Melbourne, Nov 12:

A confident England
will look to deny Pakistan
a fairytale finish in
Sunday's Twenty20 World
Cup final and become the
first nation to hold both
global white-ball trophies -
if Melbourne's fickle
weather permits.

Heavy rain could dis-
rupt the Melbourne
Cricket Ground show-
down and even see the
teams crowned joint
champions if unable to
complete a match of at
least 10 overs per side by
the end of the reserve day
on Monday.

However, conditions
should hold up long
enough to deliver a contest
between the two nations
who played for the 50-overs
World Cup 30 years ago at
the MCG.

After shaky starts both
hit top gear in the semi-fi-
nals, with Pakistan easing
to a seven-wicket win over
New Zealand in Sydney
and England humiliating
India by 10 wickets in
Adelaide.

Pakistan, the 2009 cham-
pions, have had a charmed
tournament since pushed
to the brink of elimination
by Zimbabwe, with the
Netherlands helping them
into the semi-finals by
eliminating South Africa.

Thirty years after Imran

Khan's Pakistan claimed
the 1992 World Cup, Babar
Azam's team may feel it is
their destiny to deliver tro-
phy. "Of course the simi-
larities are (there)," Babar
told reporters of the 1992
final.

"But we will try to win
the trophy as it is an hon-
our for me to lead this
team, especially in this big
ground." England, the
reigning 50-overs world
champions, are looking to
win a second global T20
title after their 2010 tri-
umph and to build on the
legacy of former captain
Eoin Morgan, who trans-

formed the team into a
white-ball juggernaut.
New skipper Jos Buttler
had big shoes to fill follow-
ing Morgan's retirement
but has led from the front
with rehabilitated opener
Alex Hales.

Opening partnerships
were decisive in the semi-
finals, with Buttler and
Hales routing India with a
170-run stand the night
after Babar and
Mohammad Rizwan set up
victory over New Zealand
with a 105-run stand. Both
teams' bowlers will be
under pressure to strike
early, lest the game quickly

get away from them.
"Utilising the powerplay to
grab as many wickets will
be essential for the match,"
said Babar. There are few
secrets between the teams,
with Pakistan edged 4-3 by
England in a T20 series at
home. They also played a
rain-affected World Cup
warm-up in Brisbane,
which England won by six
wickets.

UNHAPPY HUNTING

GROUND

Neither have had suc-
cess in this tournament at
the MCG, though, with
Pakistan losing a Super 12
thriller to arch-rivals India

and England having their
sole blemish against
Ireland in a rain-hit upset.
"Obviously the Ireland
match is a big disappoint-
ment for us as a team
throughout this tourna-
ment, but certainly feels a
long time ago now," said
Buttler. "I think we've seen
a reaction to that game in
the rest of the cricket
we've played so far."

Pakistan are likely to be
unchanged but England
could opt to bring back ex-
press paceman Mark Wood
and number three bats-
man Dawid Malan if the
pair are fit. The final has
been billed as a battle be-
tween Pakistan's vaunted
pace attack and England's
top order, but both sides
boast other weapons.

England's Sam Curran
has been a fearless death
bowler while legspinner
Adil Rashid proved an un-
likely hero against India.
Pakistan all-rounder
Shadab Khan has captured
10 wickets at the tourna-
ment and their maligned
middle order carried the
team while Babar and
Rizwan struggled. The
crowd will be dominated
by an army of green-clad
Pakistan fans but it may
have little impact on
England, who delighted in
silencing the massive
crowd of India supporters
at Adelaide Oval.

T20 World Cup: Will England deny
Pakistan a fairytale finish?

Kolkata, Nov 12 (PTI):

Veterans Ishan Sharma and
Shikhar Dhawan contributed to
Delhi's five-wicket win over
Vidarbha in their opening Vijay
Hazare Trophy match here on
Saturday.
Ishant (3/24) struck thrice as
Delhi limited Vidarbha to 207 after
opting to field in a Group B game.
Ganesh Satish top-scored for
Vidarbha with 45 off 74 balls.
Delhi chased down the target in
44.5 overs with Dhawan making 47
off 64 balls. Lalit Yadav stayed
unbeaten till the end with 56 off
73 balls. Dhawan, who plays only
in ODIs for India, will captain the
national team in the three games
in New Zealand later this month
Batting at number three, Yash
Dhull smashed 37 off 27 balls.
Brief scores: Vidarbha 207 all out
in 47.2 overs (Ganesh Satish 45;
Ishant Sharma 3/24, Navdeep
Saini 3/64). Delhi 208/5 in 44.5
overs (Shikhar Dhawan 47, Lalit
Yadav 56 not out). Delhi win by
five wickets.
Other games in Group B
Karnataka 259 in 50 overs
(Shreyas Gopal 64, Mayank
Agarwal 15; Abhishek Kumar
3/54). Meghalya 144 all out in 46
overs (Surya Rai 38; Shreyas
Gopal 3/21). Karnataka win by 115
runs.
Jharkhand 309/3 in 50 overs (Virat
Singh 75, Saurabh Tiwary 63 not
out; Lee Yong Lepcha 2/38).
Sikkim 116 all out in 40.1 overs
(Sumit Singh 31; Rahul Shukla
5/19). Jharkhand won by 193 runs.

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam is "more excited
than nervous" as he stands
on the cusp of emulating
the iconic Imran Khan.
Pakistan take on England
in the summit clash of the
T20 World Cup at the MCG
on Sunday.

"I'm more excited than
nervous since we've per-
formed well in our last
three matches," Babar said
on Saturday.

"It is no doubt that pres-
sure exists but it can only
be suppressed with confi-
dence and belief in our-
selves. And for good re-
sults, it is pertinent that
one must do so," the skip-
per said.

He didn't hesitate in ad-
mitting that the pace quar-
tet of Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Naseem Shah,
Mohammed Wasim Jr and
Haris Rauf are his side's
strength.

"England is a competi-
tive team, their win to
reach the finals against
India was a proof of that.
Our strategy is to stick to
our plan and using our
pace attack as our strength
to win the final," he said.

For Babar, equalling the
class of 1992 (50-over
World Cup winning team
under Imran) will be an
honour.

"Yes. I believe we could-
n't start off well but we
came back with great mo-
mentum. In the previous 3-
4 matches, Pakistani team
has played very well on
both individual and team
level. "We've been working
really hard for this. It feels
like a dream come true to
reach the final."

Babar and his opening
partner Mohammed
Rizwan would like to seize
the initiative in the first
six overs. "Utilizing power
play to grab as many wick-
ets will be essential for the
match. Even when you bat,
you want to set a great
pace for the upcoming
batsmen. "We will try to
maintain and continuous-
ly build our momentum
hence ensuring better per-
formance," the skipper
said. For Babar, it was the
Almighty's will that the
team is in the final.

"...but this never stops
us from hard work.
Providing an opportunity
is indeed divine but mak-
ing good use of it is when
the ball is put in our court.

"I'm thankful for where I
stand today and I'll contin-
ue to work harder to
achieve what lies ahead."

Babar also admitted that
he was under great pres-
sure when he didn't score
big in five group league
games.

Ishant, Dhawan
star in Delhi’s win

over Vidarbha

I am more excited

than nervous: Babar

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

New Zealand's Greg
Barclay was on Saturday
unanimously re-elected as
chairman of the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) for a second
two-year term. Besides
Barclay's re-election, BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
elected as the head of
ICC's all powerful Finance
and Commercial Affairs
(F&CA) committee at the
board meeting.

Barclay was unopposed
following the withdrawal of
Zimabwe's Tavengwa
Mukuhlani from the
process, and the ICC Board
reaffirmed its full support
to the New Zealander to
continue at the helm. "It is
an honour to be re-elected
as the Chair of the
International Cricket
Council and I would like to
thank my fellow ICC
Directors for their sup-
port," said Barclay on his
re-appointment.

"Over the last two years
we have made significant

strides forward with the
launch of our global
growth strategy that pro-
vides clear direction to
build a successful and sus-
tainable future for our
sport. "It is an exciting time
to be involved in cricket
and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work closely
with our Members to
strengthen the game in our
core markets as well as
grow it beyond that, ensur-
ing more of the world can
enjoy cricket." Barclay, an

Auckland-based commer-
cial lawyer, was originally
appointed as the ICC Chair
in November 2020. He was
previously the Chair of
New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
and was a director of the

ICC Men's Cricket World
Cup in 2015. He being elect-
ed unopposed also means
that he had the backing of
the mighty BCCI in the 17-
member board. "I would
like to congratulate Greg

on his re-appointment as
ICC Chair, as the continuity
his leadership will provide
is in the best interests of
the sport. I therefore decid-
ed to withdraw my candida-
cy," said Mukuhlani.

Greg Barclay gets second term as ICC chairman,
Jay Shah to head F&CA committee

Ranchi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Tanush Kotian grabbed
a career-best 4 for 31 with
his off-spin as Mumbai
bowlers blew away the
Bengal batting line-up be-
fore cantering to an eight-
wicket win in a Group E
match of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy one-day tourna-
ment here on Saturday.

Fresh from his exploits
in Mumbai's maiden Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 triumph,
Kotian got down to busi-
ness after his pace col-
leagues Tushar
Desphande (2/23) and
Mohit Avasthi (1/29) hand-
ed Bengal early blows.

The 24-year-old Kotian
and his spin partner
Shams Mulani (2/14)
bagged six wickets be-
tween themselves as
Bengal were skittled out
for a paltry 121 in 31.3
overs after Mumbai elect-
ed to field.

Skipper Anjinkya
Rahane anchored the
Mumbai chase with an un-
beaten 59 from 72 balls
(6x4, 2x6) to take the team
home in 30.2 overs.

Bengal speedster

Mukesh Kumar (2/20) dis-
missed Mumbai openers
Prithiv Shaw (26) and
Yashasvi Jaiswal (10) for
the addition of just 10
runs, but Rahane held
their innings together in a
match-winning 75-run un-
broken partnership with
w i c k e t k e e p e r- b a t t e r
Hardik Tamore (18 not
out).

Earlier, Bengal batters
showed complete lack of
application and lost half of
their side inside 12 overs.

Seasoned opener
Writtick Chatterjee (1)
continued his horror show

with the bat and got out for
his seventh successive sin-
gle-digit score across for-
mats, after being trapped
by Deshpande.

Talented India 'A' batter
and Bengal skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (12)
got off to a good start but
continued his woeful run
with the bat, while the ex-
perienced Anustup
Majumdar also fell for a
single digit score with the
Mumbai pace attack rat-
ting the top-three.

Veteran Manoj Tiwary
held fort for Bengal with a
resolute 47 from 64 balls

(5x4, 1x6) but wickets kept
falling around him. He
somehow helped the team

get past the 100-run mark
with some useful contribu-
tion from No. 11 Mukesh
Kumar (10 not out).

Kotian, who had dished
out a fine all-round show
and hit the winning runs
for Mumbai in their maid-
en SMAT triumph, dried
up the runs in the middle
overs en route to his four-
wicket haul.

Left-arm spinner
Mulani ended the resist-
ance of Tiwary and
cleaned up Geet Puri in
his next over to terminate
Bengal innings.

After the opening day's
action, Puducherry, who
defeated Mizoram by
seven wickets, lead Group
E on net run-rate, while
Mumbai and Maharashtra
occupy second and third
spots respectively.

Maharashtra defeated
Railways by seven wickets
with opener Ruturaj
Gaikwad slamming a 124
not out. He and Rahul
Tripathi (75) put together
an opening partnership of
165 runs as Maharashtra
chased down the modest
target of 219 with 70 balls
to spare.

Shah will have the re-
sponsibility of heading
ICC's most important
committee. Al the major
financial policy decisions
are taken by the F&CA
committee before it is rat-
ified by the ICC board.
"Each and every member
accepted Jay as the head
of F&CA committee. This
is an equally powerful
sub committee apart from
the ICC chair (Greg
Barclay)," an ICC source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity. It includes the
revenue sharing among
the member nations and
also the various major
sponsorship deals that

the global body inks

through the year. The
F&CA committee is al-
ways headed by an ICC
Board member and
Shah's election makes it
clear that he will repre-
sent the BCCI on the ICC
Board. The F&CA head's
position used to be India's
during the N Srinivasan
era but during Shashank
Manohar's tenure as ICC

chairman, the BCCI's
power and might had sig-
nificantly reduced. In fact
during the Committee of
Administrators' tenure,
there was a point when
BCCI didn't even have
any representation in the
F&CA committee.

Former BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly was a
member of the F&CA
committee till last year.

"India is a commercial
hub of global cricket with
more than 70 percent
sponsorship coming from
the region. It is impera-
tive that an ICC F&CA
should always be headed
by BCCI," the ICC source
said.

Jay Shah to head F&CA committee

Kotian career-best 4/23 floors Bengal, Mumbai secure big win

Railways 218/8 in 50
overs (Shivam
Chaudhary 46, Karn
Sharma 40;
Shamshuzama Kazi 2/26)
lost to Maharashtra 219/3
in 38.2 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 124 not out,
Rahul Tripathi 75) by
seven wickets.

Bengal 121 in 31.3 overs
(Manoj Tiwary 47;
Tanush Kotian 4/31,
Shams Mulani 2/14,
Tushar Deshpande 2/23)
lost to Mumbai 123/3 in
30.2 overs (Ajinkya
Rahane 59 not out;
Mukesh Kumar 2/20) by
eight wickets.

Mizoram 156/8 in 50
overs (Shreevats
Goswami 63, Vikash
Kumar 41; Ankit Sharma
3/33) lost to Puducherry
158/3 in 29.4 overs (Arun
Karthik 59 not out,
R a m a c h a n d r a n
Ragupathy 47) by seven
wickets.

Brief Scores

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Mehuli Ghosh and
Tilottoma Sen picked two
gold medals for India in the
15th Asian Airgun
Championship in Daegu,
Korea on Saturday.

Mehuli won the gold in
the women's 10m air rifle
event, beating Cho
Eunyoung of Korea 16-12.
Le Alexandra of
Kazakhstan bagged the
bronze. It was one-two fin-
ish for India in the 10m
women's air rifle junior
event with Tilottama and
Nancy winning the gold
and silver respectively.

Tilottama defeated Nancy
17-12 in the final to claim
the top honours, while
Nobata Misaki of Japan
won the bronze. Indian
shooters began their cam-
paign in the tournament
on a positive note by bag-
ging a gold, silver and
bronze on Friday. The gold
came from Olympian
Divyansh Singh Panwar in
the men's 10m air rifle jun-
ior event, while Kiran
Ankush Jadhav shot a sil-
ver in the corresponding
senior competition. Sri
Karthik Sabari Raj
Ravishankar won a bronze
in the junior men's air rifle.

Mehuli, Tilottoma bag golds
Asian Airgun Championships

Tilotamma Sen and Mehuli Ghosh won the gold in junior and 
senior women's 10m air rifle at Asian Air Gun Championships.

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Shiva Thapa's (63.5kg)
Asian Championships cam-
paign came to a bittersweet
end after he was forced to
withdraw from the
final midway due
to an injury, bow-
ing out with an
unprecedented
sixth medal, a silver,
in Amman, Jordan on
Saturday.

The 28-year-old, who be-
came the most successful
male boxer in the tourna-
ment, sustained an injury
in his right knee in the
opening seconds of the sec-
ond round of the light wel-
terweight gold medal bout
against Abdullaev Ruslan
of Uzbekistan, suffering a
RSC (Referee stops the con-
test) loss.

Thapa, seeded third, was
trailing when the injury oc-
curred. He had lost the fast-
paced opening round 0-5. In
the opening three minutes,

both the boxers had tried to
assert their authority, even
resorting to body blows
with the Uzbek coming on
top.

In the second round,
while trying to make up
ground, Thapa fell on the
canvas after exchanging a
few punches. He managed
to rise up without any aid
as the referee gave a count
but the Indian looked in
pain as play remained halt-
ed. Thapa then received
medical attention as the
ringside doctor examined

his right knee. Eventually
the bout was called off as
Thapa hobbled away. The
seasoned boxer struggled to
even stand up while the ref-
eree announced the winner.

The final will leave a bad
taste, in an otherwise, flaw-
less campaign by Thapa.

His haul now includes a
gold (2013), three silvers
(2017, 2021 and 2022) and two
bronze medals (2015 and
2019). With the silver, Thapa
has overtaken Kazakh leg-
end Vassiliy Levit, an
Olympic silver medallist
and two-time world bronze
medal winner, who was the
only other male pugilist
with five Asian
Championship medals.

Six-time world champi-
ons M C Mary Kom (7) and
L Sarita Devi (8) have more
Asian medals than Thapa,
with the latter having the
distinction of claiming six
successive, five of them
gold, at the peak of her
prowess.

Asian Championships

Shiva Thapa signs off with
silver after sustaining injury

Let’s not judge
India by one

defeat: Tendulkar
New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Legendary batter Sachin
Tendulkar on Saturday said
he too was disappointed at
India's humiliating loss
against England in the T20
World Cup semifinal but
urged the critics not to
"judge" the side on the basis
of one defeat. England ham-
mered India by 10 wickets
after Rohit Sharma's much-
vaunted batting line-up
failed to fire in the first 10
overs to score a modest
168/6 at Adelaide Oval on
Thursday.

"I know the semi-final
was really, really disap-
pointing against England.
I'm of the same vote. We are
all the well-wishers of
Indian cricket," Tendulkar
was quoted as saying in a
video sent to media organi-
sation. "But also let us not
judge our team only by this
performance, because we
have been world No. 1 T20
side as well. To get to that
number one spot, it does
not happen overnight. You
have to play good cricket
over a period of time. That's
what the team has done," he
added.

Centenarians vote in
Himachal election

Shimla, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Dropping temperatures
and advancing years failed
to dampen the enthusiasm
of centenarians as they
came out to vote in assem-
bly elections in Himachal
Pradesh on Saturday, with
105-year-old Naro Devi ex-
ercising her franchise in
Churah in Chamba and
103-year-old Pyar Singh in
Shimla.

There are over 1.21 lakh
people above 80 years of
age in the hill state with
as many as 1,136 centenar-
ians. The Election
Commission had made
special arrangements for
the elderly and persons
with disabilities at polling
stations across the state.

"It was an honour to
meet and felicitate Sardar
Pyar Singh, 103 years old,

on International Day of
elderly persons. Here, he

is seen casting his
vote with his same
indomitable spirit
and zeal," said the
state's Chief
Electoral officer,
Maneesh Garg,
while sharing a
picture on the EC
Twitter handle.

Naro Devi, 105,
cast her vote in
the polling booth
in Churah con-
stituency of
Chamba, despite
the EC creating
special facilities
for the elderly to
cast their postal
ballot.

Himachal was
home to 106-year-
old Shyam Saran
Negi, India's first

voter, who died a few days
ago after casting his

postal ballot for this elec-
tion. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar had paid tributes
to Negi at his residence in
Kalpa in Kinnaur and had
said the real tribute to
him would be for all citi-
zens to take part in voting
and strengthen democra-
cy in the country.

The EC said Chasak
Bhatpri, an 83-year-old
woman, was among those
who cast their vote in the
remote Bharmaur con-
stituency in Chamba de-
spite heavy snow.

"Bharmour is the far-
thest in the state being at
a distance of 14 km from
the nearest road head.
Seeing huge response
from the voters despite
heavy snow," the EC said
sharing her picture 
in snow.
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Columbian artists perform during the 10th Amritsar International Folk Festival, Saturday.

INT’L FOLK FEST

Punjabi singer Gurdas Maan performs at the ‘Jashn-e-Virasat’ programme, in Bhatinda, Friday night.

JASHN-E-VIRASAT

PM opens onshore facilities
of ONGC’s U-field 

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday dedicated to the
nation Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Limited's U-
field onshore facilities at
Odalarevu in B R
Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh.

The project was dedicat-
ed to the nation along with
the inauguration/founda-
tion-stone laying of various
other development projects
worth over Rs 10,700 crore
in Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, a company state-
ment said. U-field is situat-

ed in Krishna Godavari
basin block KG-DWN-98/2
in Bay of Bengal. Natural
gas from the field will be
brought to the onshore fa-
cility through undersea
pipelines before being dis-
patched to users. ONGC,
however, did not say when
production from this field
will start.

The U-field is part of
ONGC's flagship deep-
water KG-DWN-98/2
Cluster-II development
project in the prolific
Krishna Godavari Basin. U-
field is the deepest gas dis-
covery of the project, with
gas production potential of
about 3 million standard
cubic metres of gas per day.

"The first well of the U
field - U-3-B is one of the
fastest deep-water well
monetized globally in a
record time of 11 months,"
the statement said. "The
gas from these wells is
evacuated through the sub-
sea facilities connected to
an Onshore Terminal at
Odalarevu."

ONGC said the subsea
structures for this project
are being fabricated for the
first time in the country at
Kattupalli Yard in Chennai,
a capability which proved a
boon for development of
the domestic exploration
and production (E&P)
ecosystem with extensive
skill development.

Noida, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Subhas Chandra Bose
was the first prime minis-
ter of undivided India,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh claimed Friday while
asserting that his contribu-
tions were either ignored
or undermined after the
country got Independence.
"There is a need to re-evalu-
ate Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose's role and vision.
Some people call it rewrit-
ing history. I call it course
correction," he said.
Addressing a programme
at a private university in
Greater Noida, Singh said,
"The Azad Hind Sarkar was
the first 'swadeshi' govern-

ment of India. I have zero
hesitation in calling it the
first 'swadeshi sarkar'.
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose had formed this gov-
ernment and taken oath as
prime minister on October
21, 1943." The senior BJP
leader said that ever since
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, efforts are
being made to accord Bose
"the respect he rightly de-
serves and is due to him".
"There was a time in inde-
pendent India when Bose's
contributions were either
deliberately ignored or un-
dermined. It was not evalu-
ated correctly. It was done
to the extent that several
documents related to him

were never made public,"
Singh said. "In 2014, when
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, he started
giving respect to Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
which he always and right-

ly deserved." Singh said
when he was the Union
home minister, he got to
meet the family members
of Bose after which over
300 documents related to
him were declassified and
dedicated to the people of
India. "Sometimes people
wonder what more is there
about Netaji that we do not
know. Most Indians know
him as a prominent free-
dom fighter, as the supreme
commander of the Azad
Hind Fauj, and a revolu-
tionary who underwent
several difficulties for
India's freedom. But very
few people know him as the
first prime minister of un-
divided India," he said.

‘Ready for polygraph test with Kejriwal’
New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar has said
he was ready to face a poly-
graph test but demanded
that it should be conducted
"face-to-face" with Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain and the
process be telecast live. In a
statement issued through
his lawyer, Chandrashe-
khar also insisted that his
allegations were true.

"The polygraph test
(should) be conducted as a
face-to-face confrontation
conducted in the presence
of all the three together
and the process be telecast-
ed live so that the whole
country can watch the
'pandora's box' of reality of
Mr Kejriwal and Mr Jain
unfold in the open," he said
in the statement dated
November 11. On Tuesday,
BJP MP and the party's for-
mer Delhi unit chief
Manoj Tiwari demanded a

televised lie detector test
for Kejriwal, Jain and
Chandrashekhar. Earlier
this week, Chandrashe-
khar wrote to Delhi
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena alleging that he
was receiving threats to
withdraw his complaints
against Kejriwal and AAP
leaders Jain and Kailash
Gehlot, and sought trans-
fer to a jail outside the city.
Chandrashekhar had earli-
er written to Saxena seek-
ing a CBI probe against
Kejriwal and others for al-

leged threat and corrup-
tion. He had alleged that
Jain extorted Rs 10 crore
from him in 2019 in ex-
change for his safety in
prison. Chandrashekhar
later issued a press release
alleging that he had deliv-
ered Rs 50 crore to Jain at
his farmhouse in Asola in
2016, after which Kejriwal
and others met him at a
hotel for dinner.

Earlier in the day,
Kejriwal said the BJP
should make Chandrashe-
khar its national president
as he was speaking the
same language as the saf-
fron party. During a press
conference, Kejriwal al-
leged that the BJP had
brought Chandrashekhar
into its fold as a star cam-
paigner. "The BJP de-
mands my lie-detector test
and even Sukesh
Chandrshekhar makes the
same demand. They speak
the same language. He is
fully trained to join the
BJP now," Kejriwal said.

‘Caste consciousness is
greater today than in 1950s’

Mumbai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

There is greater con-
sciousness of caste in
Indian society today com-
pared to the decade after
independence, Congress
MP and author Shashi
Tharoor said here on
Saturday. Speaking during
a discussion on "The lost
legacy of Ambedkar" at
the Tata Literature
Festival, he said now every
caste is conscious of its
identity, and this "identity
label has become a marker
for political mobilization."

Tharoor's book
"Ambedkar: A Life", a bi-
ography of Dr B R
Ambedkar, was launched
during the program.
"Ambedkar wanted to

completely destroy the
caste system and he will
probably be horrified to re-
alize that, if anything, the
caste system is more and
more entrenched in the po-
litical parties," he said.

To a question from the

audience, Tharoor, the
third-term MP from
Thiruvananthapuram,
noted that the political
parties which are against
discrimination or un-
touchability nonetheless
seek votes in the name of
caste. The caste system is
"far from annihilated", he
added.

Both Ambedkar and
Jawaharlal Nehru wanted
the caste system to disap-
pear from India and the
latter thought that with
modernisation it will dis-
appear, Tharoor said.
Ambedkar fought for "an-
nihilation of caste" be-
cause he felt that as long as
the consciousness of caste
system existed, oppression
would also exist, he said.

‘Will hire best lawyers to fight in SC’

Srinagar, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Apni Party chief Altaf
Bukhari on Saturday said
the party will hire the
country's best lawyers to
fight in the Supreme Court
for the restoration of
Articles 370 and 35A.
Addressing a public meet-
ing at Sher-e-Kashmir
cricket stadium here,
Bukhari also demanded
that Jammu and Kashmir's
statehood be restored.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre revoked the special
status granted to the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370

of the Constitution and di-
vided it into two union ter-
ritories -- Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh. It
also abrogated Article 35A
which allowed the state to
define its permanent resi-
dents. "We cannot restore
Articles 370 and 35A on
our own.

The issue is in the
Supreme Court and I prom-
ise you we will hire the best
lawyers of the country to
fight for their restoration
even if we have to spend
crores of rupees," Bukhari
told the gathering. "Our
state, as it existed on
August 5, 2019 (before the

Centre's decision), should
be restored. This is what
the people want. They want
me to take this up with the
prime minister and the
home minister," he said.

Bukhari further said the
JKAP will constitute a
team that will visit various
jails in Jammu and
Kashmir and outside to col-
lect details about youths
languishing there and the
cases against them.

Then, he said, the JKAP
will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and seek the release of
these youths. "We want an
opportunity for them to
start their lives afresh," he
said. Bukhari appealed to
the people to support him
to start a "new politics"
which has no place for vio-
lence and discrimination.

An elderly voter shows her finger
marked with indelible ink after cast-
ing her vote for Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, in Kullu,
Saturday.

̈ For restoration
of Articles 370,
35A

Apni Party President Altaf Bukhari waves at supporters
during a public rally at Sher-i-Kashmir Cricket Stadium, in
Srinagar, Saturday.

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor at the TATA literature
festival during the launch of
his book 'Ambedkar', in
Mumbai, Saturday.

Govt launches 
campaign for central

govt pensioners

BBhhooppaall,,  NNoovv  1122  ((PPTTII))::  The cen-
tral government on Saturday
launched a nationwide cam-
paign from here for the promo-
tion of digital life certificates for
pensioners. A one-day event for
central government pensioners
was conducted in collaboration
with State Bank of India (SBI) at
its main branch at Bada in
Gwalior, an official spokesper-
son said. Senior officers of the
department of pension and pen-
sioners welfare, Under
Secretary Rajesh Kumar and
Senior Translation Officer Anil
Kumar Koiri, explained that ear-
lier to give life certificate in
physical form the aged pension-
ers had to queue up for hours
outside banks but now, the same
has been made possible at the
click of a button from the com-
fort of their home.

From Madhya Pradesh

Sukesh Chandrashekhar

'Subhas Bose 1st PM of undivided
India, took oath in 1943'

Rajnath Singh

In KG block



Convicted 
TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm::  A
local court here on Friday
convicted 11 RSS workers in
the murder case of Anavoor
Narayanan Nair that hap-
pened back in 2013. 

Dedicate
RRaammaagguunnddaamm:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday dedicated
Ramagundam Fertilizers and
Chemicals Ltd (RFCL) fertil-
izer plant here in Peddapalli
district that has been
revived at a cost of Rs 6,338
crore, to the nation.

Retirement
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former AIIMS
director Dr Randeep Guleria
has taken voluntary retire-
ment after serving at the
premier institute for more
than 30 years. His five-and-
a-half-year tenure as direc-
tor of the institute ended on
September 23 after which
he had applied for VRS,
which has been approved.
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Shimla, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Himachal Pradesh
recorded a voter turnout
of 65.92 per cent till 5 pm
on Saturday, the Election
Commission said, citing
provisional polling figures
for the state where the rul-
ing BJP and the opposi-
tion Congress are locked
in an aggressive fight.

Voting began at 8 am on
a slow note but picked up
as the day progressed and
the sun warmed the win-
ter chill. The assembly
election is a crucial test for
the BJP which is hoping to
beat precedent and return
to power while the

Congress has urged voters
to go by tradition of voting
out the incumbent.

Only around five per
cent polling was recorded
in the first hour, while till
11 am, it was 19.98 per
cent. It notched up to 37.19
per cent by 1 pm and 55.65
per cent till 3 pm.

Till 5 pm, a 65.92 per cent
turnout was recorded, the
Election Commission (EC)
said.

The highest polling of
72.35 per cent was record-
ed in Sirmour district fol-
lowed by 68.48 per cent in
Solan and 67.67 per cent in
Una and 67.5 per cent in
Lahaul and Spiti.

The high-altitude dis-
trict of Lahaul and Spiti

had recorded 21.95 per
cent, the lowest, till 1 pm,
but polling was brisk as
the sun came out.

Shillai recorded the
highest 77 per cent
turnout while Sarkaghat
recorded the lowest 55.40
per cent, among the 68 as-
sembly constituencies in
the hill state, the poll panel
said.

Seraj constituency in
Mandi district from where
Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur is contesting and
Sujanpur recorded 74 per
cent polling, according to
the provisional figures.
Among the other con-
stituencies, Anni recorded
polling of 63.65 per cent,
Arki 66 per cent, Churah

60.83 per cent and
Dalhousie 63 per cent.

Chief Minister Thakur
voted in Mandi along with
his wife and daughters
after offering prayers at a
local temple, while
Himachal Pradesh
Congress chief Pratibha
Singh and her son
Vikramaditya Singh voted
in Rampur.

Earlier in the day, the
Congress leader along
with her son paid obei-
sance at the Shani temple
in Shimla. Former chief
minister Prem Kumar
Dhumal and his son, and
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur voted in
Hamirpur along with fam-
ily members.

Hyderabad, Nov 12 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday made the "family
politics" jibe at the ruling
TRS in Telangana and said
the state needs a govern-
ment that works for all
families and not just one.

Seeking to make light of
criticism from his adver-
saries, Modi said the "2-3
kg" of abuses he receives
everyday keep him going
to serve people as such
words are the "nutrition"
that turns the harsh re-
marks into positive energy.

"The agenda in politics
should be service-orient-
ed. But in Telangana the
mandate of those who got
mandate--their entire
focus is to abuse Modi.

Sometimes people ask me,
Modiji, are you not tired.
Yesterday I was in Delhi in
the morning then
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and now
in Telangana. People ask
me whether I don't get

tired," he said at a public
meeting here. "Then I will
tell them that daily I con-
sume 2-3 kg of abusive
words. And God has creat-
ed me in such a way, God
has blessed me in such
way that all those abusive
words are processed and
converted as nutrition in
my system. It becomes
positive energy which will
be helped to serve the peo-
ple," the PM said.

He further stated that
some people, out of disap-
pointment, depression and
fear have 'exhausted' the
dictionary to abuse him.

He asked his supporters
not to be concerned with
such abusive language as
the rival was left with
nothing other than such
words.

Chennai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

An all-Legislative party
meeting, chaired by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday, said it
rejected the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment
providing 10 per cent EWS
quota by the Centre, saying
it created caste-discrimina-
tion among the poor.

The meeting, boycotted
by Principal opposition
AIADMK and its ally BJP,
urged the State government
to register its opinions
when a review petition is
filed.

The ruling DMK had an-
nounced it would file a re-
view petition against the
November 8 five-judge
Supreme Court Bench up-
holding the 10 per cent

reservation for the econom-
ically weaker sections
(EWS). The quota was up-
held 3-2 by the Bench.

"We reject the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment
providing 10 per cent reser-
vation to castes that have
progressed since it is
against the social justice en-
visioned by the
Constitution, against vari-
ous apex court verdicts, and
for creating caste discrimi-
nation among the poor," the
all-party meeting resolved.

"When a review petition
is filed in the Supreme
Court in this connection,
we request the Tamil Nadu
government to also strongly
place its opinions to ensure
social justice and equality,"
the resolution read.

While the participating

parties supported poverty
alleviation schemes, "we
will not allow the basic val-
ues of social justice concept
to be shattered."

Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, Higher
Education Minister K
Ponmudy said those who at-
tended the meeting extend-
ed support to the issue.

DMK's allies -- Congress,
Left parties, MDMK, and
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) -- besides
NDA constituent Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK) par-
ticipated in the meeting.

He questioned the ab-
sence of the AIADMK,
pointing out that its stal-
warts, the late chief minis-
ters MG Ramachandran
and J Jayalalithaa, always
stood for social justice.

Chennai, Nov 12 (PTI):  

Nalini Sriharan, her husband
and three other convicts in the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case were released from Tamil
Nadu prisons on Saturday
evening.
Immediately after she was
released from the special
prison for women in Vellore,
Nalini went to the Vellore cen-
tral prison from where her
husband V Sriharan alias
Murugan was released and
became emotional upon see-
ing him.
Murugan, along with Santhan,
both Sri Lankan nationals,
were taken in a police vehicle
following their release to the

special refugee camp in
Tiruchirappalli in the state.
Two other Lankan nationals --
Robert Payas and Jayakumar -
- released from the Puzhal
prison here, were taken to the
special refugee camp in
Tiruchirappalli to be lodged
there.
Earlier, another convict who
was set free in May earlier,
Perarivalan, along with his
mother Arputhammal received
the duo at the Puzhal prison.

Mumbai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan on
Saturday paid customs
duty of Rs 6.88 lakh after
personnel at Mumbai air-
port found Rs 18 lakh
worth watches in the com-
bined baggage of the actor
and five members of his
team on their arrival from
Dubai in a private jet.

The amount was paid
on the actor's behalf by
his bodyguard Ravi
Shankar Singh, the offi-
cial said.

Khan, his manager
Pooja Dadlani, Singh and
three other members of
the actor's entourage land-
ed at the General Aviation
Terminal of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport
around 12.30 am in a char-
tered flight.

During the screening of
their baggage, customs
personnel found six luxu-
ry watches in two of the
six bags of the entourage
members, the official said.

The watches were eval-
uated for Rs 17.86 lakh and
based on the prevailing
rate, customs duty of Rs
6.88 lakh was levied, he
said.

BRIEF

A crowded platform at a railway 
station in Kolkata, Saturday.

Low29 16High

Weather

HP records 65.92 % turnout 
̈ Till 5 pm

‘Abuses are my nutrition’

SRK stopped at airport
over luxury watches

̈ Rs 18 lakh worth watches
attract Rs 6.8 lakh 
customs duty 

All-party meet ‘rejects’ 10% EWS quotaRajiv Gandhi Assassination Case

Nalini walk out from TN prisons
̈ After 31 years

Asit Saha, Satyabrata Kar
awarded at SAIL level

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: In the con-
cluding day ceremony of
Vigilance Awareness Week
-2022 held at SAIL
Corporate Office, New
Delhi, two officials of
Bhilai Steel Plant namely
Asit Saha, Chief General
Manager I/c (M&U) and
Satyabrata Kar, GM
(Vigilance) were felicitated
by PK Srivastava, Vigilance
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Government of India and
Soma Mondal, Chairman,
SAIL.

As per the communica-
tion received from CVC,
the nomination of Asit
Saha and Satyabrata Kar
were considered for recog-
nition by Management for
specific Preventive
Vigilance action taken by
them. The award ceremo-
ny was held at SAIL corpo-
rate office, New Delhi on
November 05, 2022, where-
in PK Srivastava,
Vigilance Commissioner,
Soma Mondal, Chairman,
SAIL and Vineet Pandey,
CVO, SAIL and other dig-

nitaries of CVC, BIS and
SAIL were also present.

Asit Saha, Chief
General Manager I/c
(M&U) at Bhilai Steel
Plant played a pivotal role
In Implementation of GPS
based Vehicle Tracking
System to track the vehi-
cle from entry to exit and
printing of invoice and e-
way bill for road dispatch
at kiosk near exit gates.

The system will provide
exact location of any vehi-
cle and intimate the posi-
tion to the concerned au-
thority in case vehicle de-
tours from normal route to

gain unfair advantages.
The preventive measure
will be highly useful to
check theft Situations in
transportation contracts.

Similarly, Satyabrata
Kar, GM (Vigilance) & cur-
rently Actg (ACVO) at
Bhilai Steel Plant played a
pivotal role in
Implementation of the sys-
tem wherein the vendors
are now required to sub-
mit financial documents
bearing Unique Document
Identification Number
(UDIN) for vendor regis-
tration as well as against
eligibility fulfilment in
Open tendering process.

As UDIN verification
can be readily done
through UDIN portal of
ICAI, implementation of
the Preventive Vigilance
measure will facilitate
scrutiny and cross check-
ing of genuineness of fi-
nancial documents sub-
mitted by vendors.
Preventive measure sug-
gested by Kar has been ex-
tended for implementation
to all Plants/Units 
of SAIL.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: In view of
the upcoming birth an-
niversary of first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, fondly remem-
bered as Chacha Nehru,
free health check-up
camps are being organised
for children.

Through Regional
Clinical and Infectious
Diseases Laboratories
under Anaemia
Awareness Programme
the camps are being con-
ducted across the district.
In this sequel, the aware-
ness programme was con-
ducted in Shakuntala

School on Saturday, where
experts also arranged a
special health camp for the
children.

Dr Shrutika Tamarkar
Yadav (DNB) giving de-
tailed on the programme.
She explained through
Regional Clinical and
Infectious Diseases
Laboratories, Nandani
Road, Power House her
team is running an
awareness programme
on Anaemia. In this se-
quel, a free health check-
up camp was organised at
Shakuntala School,
Ramnagar, where around
1100 children got their
health check-up done.

Along with the health
test, the children were
also tested for blood
group and haemoglobin.
Apart from this, the team
of BDM MDS Dr Chinar
Fating examined the
teeth of the children dur-
ing the health camp.

Explaining why getting
tested for anaemia is im-
portant, Dr Shrutika said
that due to it children be-
come irritable, weak,
avoid playing and eating
food, last but not the
least, heart rate increases
and hands and feet be-
come cold. Also, nails and
hair get damaged. That's
why it is necessary to find

out whether the child is
suffering from the dis-
ease and also understand
the type of anaemia, so
that treatment can be
treated on time.

Dr Shrutika advocated
that children should
know their own blood
group because in times of
emergency every second
is important and it saves
preparation time in be-
ginning a treatment.

Dr Chinar Fating said
that lack of awareness in
dental hygiene is result-
ing in increase in dental
disease among children.
Children do have a sweet
tooth and in the recent
years there has been a
surge in eating chocolate,
sweet cheese, chips etc.

That's why it has be-
come essential to take
good care of teeth.
Children should brush
their teeth at least twice a
day. This habit needs to
be inculcated children.
The team was thankful to
the Director of
Shakuntala School
Sanjay Ojha, Principal
Vipin Ojha for extending
support in conducting
the camp.

Durg University Basketball women
team depart for Meghalaya 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: The Inter
University East Zone
Championship for
Basketball (women) is
scheduled to be held in
University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya
from November 15-18, 2022.
The twelve member
Basketball team (women) of
Hemchand Yadav
University (popular as
Durg University) departed
for Meghalaya to partici-
pate in the aforesaid tour-
nament.

All the  players, coach
and Manager were distrib-
uted track suit and neces-
sary material prior to the
departure. Here it needs a
mention, a seven day rig-
orous coaching camp was

conducted earlier for the
players to hone their tal-
ent. The University
Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep extended best
wishes to the players for
performance in the tour-
nament. Among those

present on the occasion
were Director Sports, Dr
Dinesh Namdeo; Dr
Prashant Shrivastava,
Dean, Student Welfare;
Team Manager Aafrin and
coach Vinay Kumar
Janbandhu.

Mother saves child from drowning in drain 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: A 6-year-
old girl had almost died
after falling in a cow dung
filled nullah in the Light
Industrial Area on
Saturday. Fortunately, her
mother spotted the drown-
ing child and rescued. As
the girl had swallowed a
large quantity of drain
water, she was immediate-
ly rushed to a hospital.

Her condition was re-
ported to be out of danger.
Locals staged demonstra-
tion at the byre, which
was releasing cow dung
mixed with water in the
drain. BMC officials im-
posed a hefty fine on the
byre owner.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
at Rajiv Nagar of

Industrial Area. Six-year-
old Navya, daughter of
Manoj Prasad fell in a cow
dung slurry filled nullah
due to a cow. Hearing
screams, her mother
Sandeepa rushed to rescue
the drowning child. She
jumped into the nullah
and saved her daughter.

However, the child had

already swallowed the
slurry and started vomit-
ing after coming out. She
was immediately rushed
to the hospital and given
first aid. Her condition
was reported to be out of
danger.

On information, Ward
Corporator and locals
reached the spot. Later,

the victim's family and lo-
cals created a scene in
front of the byre holding
the owner responsible for
the crime. The locals as-
serted that the byre owner
was unlawfully releasing
cow dung slurry in the
drain due to which the
drain got jammed.

The family demanded to

immediately seal and
close down the cattle byre.
A team of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
reached the spot and im-
posed a fine of Rs 50000 on
the byre owner Durbal
Yadav. He has been in-
structed to shift the cattle
byre to some other place
within seven days.
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Free health check-up to 1100 children
ahead of Chacha Nehru’s birthday

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: An
Industrial visit at "Parle
Company (Ganesh Bakery
Private Ltd) Raipur,
Chhattisgarh" was organ-
ised by the Department of
Management of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Professional University on
Wednesday November 09,
2022.

As a part of co-curricu-
lum activity under man-
agement courses, the in-
dustrial visit provides bet-
ter understanding of indus-
try working mechanism
and help relate theoretical
knowledge with practical

exposure. Parle company is
known for manufacturing
protein-based product with
very famous brand "Parle G
Biscuit" which is widely
available in the market.

Total 87 students from
MBA & BBA along with
four faculties (Dr Neha
Soni, Head of the
Department, Dr
Vaibhavshankar Soni,
Assistant Professor), V
Sudhakar Rao and Reshu
Chaurasia visited the com-
pany.

During the visit,
(Company Coordinator )
Naveen Singh addressed
the students about the
company establishment

story, its functioning and
business plans and future
projects. He also explained
about job opportunities for
management students in
the Company.

Students also learnt that
the company has major
shareholders, and is also
India's leading manufac-
turer of biscuits and con-
fectioneries since 1929.
The company representa-
tive guided the students
and explained the six-step
manufacturing process,
where students were
shown the inside perspec-
tive of the factory from the
initial input processing to
final packaging stage, and

how each step is carried
out mechanically. Some of
the basic steps like mix-
ing, moulding, baking and
cooling were also wit-
nessed by the students.

The team of Parle
Group assisted the stu-
dents of management dis-
cipline of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Professional University in
visiting their production
unit & also explained op-
portunities available for
the students in their or-
ganisation and also moti-
vated them to strengthen
skills and aptitude to be
part of the organisation in
future.

MBA & BBA students participate in
industrial visit to Parle Company

Regional Clinical and Infections Diseases Laboratories conducts anaemia awareness program

Asha Kiran Parganiha

BBhhiillaaii::  Sector 2 resident Asha
Kiran Parganiha, wife of
Rajendra Parganiha left for
heavenly abode on Sunday.
Funeral procession will be
taken out from her residence
situated at 6-A, Avenue C,
Sector 2 on November 03
around 09:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal remains
will be performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She
was the mother of Shikhar
Parganiha.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: Helper (at-
tendant) of a school van was
killed while the van driver
and a scooter rider were in-
jured in a mishap which oc-
curred at Arya Nagar in
Kohka on Saturday evening.
The incident occurred when
the school van was return-
ing back to school after

dropping the children. The
rashly moving van hit a
scooter rider and hopped
into a nullah.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
with the Tempo Trax
(school van) vehicle of
Krishna Public School,
Sundar Nagar. Kutelabhata
resident Dinesh Kumar
Daharia (35) was driving the

vehicle while Kohka
Bajrangpara resident
Mordhwaj Sahu (45) was
travelling with him as
helper (attendant). The
rashly moving vehicle
moved off road after hitting
a scooter rider. The driver
lost control over the vehicle
and it turned turtle after
jumping into a nullah.

Helper Mordhwaj Sahu

suffered fatal injuries and
was pronounced dead at the
hospital. Driver Dinesh
Kumar Daharia has also suf-
fered injuries and is recu-
perating in the hospital. On
the other hand, the scooter
rider was a Zomato Delivery
partner and has suffered a
fracture in his leg. Supela
Police lodged a complaint
and investigations are on.

School van helper killed; two injured in mishap 

Inter School MGM 
Fest from Nov 14

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1122::  The Diocesan-
Mission Education Board Bhilai of
MGM Group of Institutions is or-
ganising VIII th Inter MGM
Schools Fest - 2022 on November
14-15, 2022 in the CCET campus
jointly hosted by Mar Baselios
Vidhya Bhawan, Christian College
Of Engineering and Technology
and Saint Thomas College Kailash
Nagar. Opening ceremony will be
held on November 14, 2022 at 9:00
hrs. Chief Guest on the occasion
will be Thomas Chacko, DIG,
Sashatra Seema Bal, Bhilai. The
programme will be chaired by V
Rev Thomas Ramban, Vice
President St Thomas Mission,
Bhilai. Valedictory Function will be
held on November 15, 2022 at

14:00 hrs. Chief guest of this clos-
ing ceremony will be Abhay
Jaiswal, District Education Officer,
Durg and the function will be
chaired by His Grace Alexios Mar
Eusebius Manager Bishop, MGM
Group of Institutions. The theme
of this year's festival is 'Ajadi Ka
Mahotsava'. Around 2000 stu-
dents and 150 teachers from 26 in-
stitutions of MGM group from all
over the country will attend the
festival. Competitions will be con-
ducted in 36 cultural and 34 sports
events spread over 2 days. Online
festival for some events has al-
ready started from November 11.
Cultural Nite will be conducted on
evening of November 14 to pro-
vide platform to students to show-
case their hidden talent socially
interact with one another.

Constable suspended for
involvement in Mahadev Book  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 12: Constable
Sahdev Singh, posted at
Kumhari Police Station,
has been suspended due to
his active involvement in
illegal activities specifical-
ly supporting and partici-
pating in Mahadev Book
online betting app.
Considering his suspi-
cious activities and stay-
ing away from duty with-
out information, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava had is-
sued orders to conduct a
departmental inquiry
against him.

Investigation was con-
ducted by two IPS Officers
and it was discovered that

Constable Sahdev Singh
was actively participating
in Mahadev Book online
cricket betting racket and
was also leaking sensitive
police information to those
involved in organised
crimes. SP Dr Pallava in-
formed that Departmental
Inquiry has been initiated
and strict action will be
taken against errant police
personnel.

According to informa-
tion, Constable Sahdev
Singh was missing from
duty for several months
without giving any infor-
mation to his superiors.
He was in constant touch
with the kingpin of the
Mahadev Book racket.

Now the mobile phone call
details have confirmed
that he was actively in-
volved in this illegal activi-
ty. It could be recollected
here that in the month of
March this year, some po-
lice personnel were found
involved in Mahadev Book
racket after which some of
them were suspended
from the services. CSP
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) and
CSP Vaibhav Banker are
conducting a probe over
this matter. On the basis of
call details and other tech-
nical inputs, involvement
of Sahdev Singh was con-
firmed after which depart-
mental action was taken
against him.

For their Specific Preventive Vigilance efforts in the Organisation at the behest of CVC.
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State level youth festival to be organized from Jan 12 to 14

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 12: State
level Youth Festival 2022-
23 will be organised in
the state from  January
12 to 14, 2023. In view of
its preparation, Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
took a meeting at
Mahanadi Bhawan
Mantralaya.

Responsibilities were
given to the concerned
departments in the meet-
ing. Wide publicity
should be given through
other mediums including
social media. He directed
to make elaborate
arrangements for the
transportation of the
participants coming to
the state level event, food
and stay of the partici-
pants etc.

It may be noted that an
incentive amount of Rs

500 per participant will
be given to all the partici-
pants participating in the
youth festival.

Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel had announced
earlier in this regard.
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department was given
the responsibility of pro-
viding incentive money
to these participants,
prizes and certificates to
the winning participants,
selection of judges and
their other arrange-
ments.

It was told in the meet-
ing that for organizing
the state-level youth festi-
val, a local organizing
committee should be con-

stituted under the chair-
manship of Collector
Raipur like before. In
view of the cold weather,
the municipal corpora-
tion or municipality of
the concerned district
was asked to make avail-
able hot water, bonfire
and other necessary
arrangements for the
participants.

Along with this, in-
structions were given to
send the team of partici-
pants coming from the
district with bed, blanket
and torch for divisional
and state level events.

It was said in the meet-
ing that a large number
of participants will gath-
er in the state level youth
festival, so daily cleaning
should be done regularly
in the entire venue.
Arrangement of mobile
toilet should be made.
Along with this, a health
team should be constitut-
ed. Ambulance, medicine
first aid kit should also
be arranged.

Officers of various de-
partments were present
in the meeting.

More than 1.08 lakh cases disposed off

Raipur, Nov 12: In the
National Lok Adalat held
in all the courts from
‘Taluka’ level to HC level
here on Saturday received
good response and more
than 1.08 lakh cases were
disposed off. It was held
under guidance of Chief
Justice Chhattisgarh High
Court (HC) and Patron
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Service Authority (CSLSA)
Justice Arun Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Gautam Bhaduri of
Ch’garh HC and Executive
President CSLSA Bilaspur.
In this Lok Adalat the
cases with mutual accept-
ance were sorted out by en-
tering into mutual settle-
ment/ agreement between
both the parties and in this
Lok Adalat the cases were
finalised both in the physi-
cal and virtual medium
and also through special
sitting in petty offences.

National Lok Adalat was
held as per instructions
from National Legal
Service Authority (NLSA)
New Delhi from Tehsil
level to HC level. As per in-
structions by the President
DLSA Raipur and District
Judge Santosh Sharma,
the National Lok Adalat in
District Court Raipur
started with lighting of tra-
ditional lamp and all the
judges, advocates, parties,
bank officials, revenue offi-
cials and Nagar Nigam offi-
cials were present. This
time the National Lok
Adalat was organised in
Hybrid manner and in this
the cases were disposed off
both in the physical pres-
ence and virtual medium

on reaching into mutual
settlement/ agreement.

In this Adalat, free of
cost health camp was also
organised and in this all
the Lawyer, Advocates, em-
ployees and parties got
their health check-up done.

From the dais of Lok
Adalat of Raipur District,
the registration of unor-
ganised workers was done
through labour depart-
ment for the first time. It is
for the first time in the
National Lok Adalat that
Legal Awareness and
through outreach, under
the citizens empowerment
campaign, the registration
programme of unorgan-
ised workers was done by
President DLSA and

District Judge Santosh
Sharma under NALSA
Scheme 2015 (legal services
for unorganised workers).
This is first effort of its
type in the district and
uner this the unorganised
workers can avail benefits
of NALSA and govern-
ment schemes. This proved
to be a milestone, as regis-
tration of 510 unorganised
area workers was done on
the day of National Lok
Adalat and the District &
Session Judge Santosh
Sharma distributed the
registration certificates.

Old mother granted 
justice by Santosh Sharma

In the bench of District
& Session Judge Santosh
Sharma, the husband of
one Geeta Banjare of
Kuthrel died in a motor
accident and it is entering
into agreement with the
non-applicant Arjun
Nishad, an amount of Rs
14.80 lakh was provided.
In the same way, Mannu
Lal Kosare of Gram
Basin on death of his wife
in a motor accident was
provided an amount of Rs

3.60 lakh from non-appli-
cant Bharat Sahu
through an agreement. In
another cash, in an acci-
dent by the car driver
Rakesh Kumar by the ap-
plicant Bhanupratap
Verma was provided Rs
1.50 lakh.
Settlement of Rs 5.11 cr
held in bench of Justice

VK Minj
In this bench, a case re-

lated to land purchase
was held and in which the
opposite party was not
willing to give the land to
front party as per his
terms & conditions and
had even taken agree-
ment amount from the
party. Here the judge of
the bench explained it to
the applicant that the
thing on which he is not
having rights will not be
in his favour, if the case is
fought and even the God
does not grant justice in
such cases. On this the op-
posite party refunded Rs
5.11 cr to the applicant en-
tering into mutual agree-
ment in this Lok Adalat
through settlement.

Agreement will open new possibilities in
the field of culture and tourism: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 12: The
agreement between the
Government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
will open new possibilities
in the field of culture and
tourism in the state. An
agreement was signed be-
tween the Government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
in New Delhi on Thursday
in the presence of
Chhattisgarh’s Culture

Minister Amarjit Bhagat.
The main objective of this
agreement signed between
the Government of
Chhattisgarh and ICCR is
the development and ex-
pansion of cultural and
tourism related facilities
in the state with the active

participation of ICCR and
the State Government,
construction of strong in-
frastructure as well as to
develop bilateral cultural
relations with other coun-
tries. With this agreement,
the presentation of partic-
ipating artists from differ-

ent countries will be possi-
ble in various cultural and
tourism-related programs
organised in the state of
Chhattisgarh. Similarly,
exhibition of
Chhattisgarh state’s art
groups, art camps, semi-
nars, conferences, work-
shops of performing arts
will be organized abroad,
this will give international
recognition to the art cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh. It is
noteworthy that during
the National Tribal Dance
Festival and Rajyotsava
held in Raipur, ICCR has
played the most important
role in inviting dancers
from abroad and return-
ing them to their country
after the event.

Union Bank of India organises
104th Foundation Day Celebrations

Raipur, Nov 12: Union
Bank of India organised
its 104th Foundation Day
grandly at Lakhiram
Agarwal Auditorium.
Union Bank of India is
one of the five leading
banks in the country pro-
viding banking facilities
and services to the general
public with 8870 branches.
During the 104th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions, the Managing
Director and CEO of the
Bank, A. Manimekhalai
addressed all the staff
members and respected
customers of the bank

through virtual medium.
On the occasion, the cus-
tomers of the bank were
felicitated by Mr. Paramjit
Singh, the area head of
Bilaspur region. Various
colorful cultural programs
were presented by the staff
members of the bank on
the occasion of the founda-
tion day of the bank.
Deputy Sector Head of the
bank, Mr. Sitaram Bhoi,
Chief Manager Mr. Vishal
Singh, Rajesh Kumar,
Veena Prasad, Indranil
Ghosh and respected cus-
tomers of the bank were
present.

State Bank of India 
distributes Sanitary Pads

Raipur, Nov 12: President
of SBI Women’s Club,
Bhopal Division  Mrs.
Asha Mishra, members
Mrs. Neetu Sinha, Mrs.
Yadav, Mrs. Suchitra Jain
distributed sanitary pads
among the school girls and
inaugurated the sanitary
pad vending machine in
the school premises. In the
program organised on this
occasion, Mrs. Asha
Mishra, President of SBI
Women’s Club, while ex-
plaining the importance of

cleanliness to the girls,
called upon them to make
others aware about it and
assured the Principal of
the school, Smt. NP Khan
that State Bank of India
will continue to help the
school in future also to
make the life of the girl
child  better. At the end of
the programme, everyone
appreciated the cleanli-
ness awareness drama and
Chhattisgarhi dance pre-
sented by the girl students
of the school.

200 NSS volunteers from 6 states to take part

Bilaspur, Nov 12: Guru
Ghasidas (Central)
University (GGU) Bilaspur
is going to be centre of at-
traction in the Republic
Day (R-Day) parade to be
held at ‘Kartavya Path’ in
2023. A total of 200 volun-
teers from 6 states of NSS
of Youth Programme and
Sports Ministry of the
University will hold a 10-
day camp from Nov 12 to
21 for R-Day parade prepa-

rations in Delhi. The camp
will be formally inaugu-
rated by LS MP Bilaspur
Arun Sao, MLA Beltara
Rajneesh Kumar Singh
and NSS Regional
Director AS Kabir on Nov
13 and it will be chaired by
V-C GGU Prof. Alok
Chakrawal.

The volunteers taking
part will be imparted
training for the parade
and would be given tips on
‘Bharat Shrestha’, ‘Yog’
and on intellectual ses-
sion. In this regard, NSS
Regional Directorate

Bhopal- Director cum
camp Director AS Kabir in
a press conference by PIB
at Press Club Bilaspur in-
formed that it is after 10
yrs that central region
NSS workers are being in-
volved for R-Day parade.
In this 200 volunteers from
47 Universities and 175
Colleges from UP,
Uttarakhand, Bihar,
Jharkhand, MP and
Chhattisgarh and 10 pro-
gramme officers will be
taking part. In this the
ratio of both men and
women will be equal i:e 100

men and women volun-
teers. The 40 volunteers se-
lected in this camp will
perform the parade and
offer salute to the
President of India at
‘Kartavya Path’ on Jan 26,
2023.

In this camp the partici-
pants will be imparted
training daily and with
participants from differ-
ent states will have cultur-
al exchange with objective
to promote ‘Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat’.

It is notable here that
NSS objective is to carry
out personality develop-
ment among youth
through voluntary com-
munity services. There
are around 1.5 lakh NSS
voluteers registered in en-
tire Chhattisgarh.

To make Republic Day
parade successful, NSS
programme co-ordiantor
of GGU (Central) Dr Dilip
Jha and camp news co-or-
dinator Dr Dheeraj Shukla
will have active participa-
tion.

BJP forms panel comprising five names
for Bhanupratappur by-elections

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 12: Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Saturday evening held dis-
cussion to select the candi-
date for the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
elections. Report of the
four-member Observers
and their suggestions
were taken up for discus-
sion during the meeting of
Election Committee held
under the chairmanship
of Party President Arun
Sao during which the sen-
ior leaders including the
National General
Secretary Organization

Shivprakash was also
present.

Former MLA Devlal
Dugga, Parmanand Treta,
Dr Gambhir Singh
Thakur and his Hemant
Thakur have emerged as
probable candidate for the
December 5 by-elections.

According to the infor-

mation received, the party
have taken decision to
adopt wait and watch poli-
cy and would announce
the name of candidate
once the rival Congress
announces its candidate.

Talking to the media
persons after the meeting,
the State BJP President

Arun Sao said that panel
of five names has been
shortlisted out of the 17
names. Committee has
forwarded the panel for
final decision from
Central Election
Committee.

Party sources said that
the official announcement
of candidate would be
made next week.

Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh and other members
of Election Committee
were present during the
meeting held at
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises.

PRAYERS OFFERED

The organisers and other members of the organising committee along with MLA Raipur (West) Vikas Upadhyay
took part in the prayers held in the discourse by Katha reciter Pt. Pradeep Mishra in Gudhiyari here on Friday.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

An ambulance was struck in the rush mid-way from venue of Shiv Mahapuran Katha
venue in Gudhiyari and caused huge inconvenience to others as well.

Kartika Purnima Mahotsav
celebrations today

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1122::  Kalinga Shree
Jagannath Kalyan Samiti
Raipur will celebrate Kartika
Purnima Mahotsav on Sunday
at Hego Maa Durga Mandir,
Bhanpuri, Raipur. Renowned
Bhajan singer Shricharan
Mohanty, writer and actor
Saranananda Ojha and
Newsfews fame Hrushikesh
Dash will grace the occasion
and enthrall audience
through their performance.

As per schedule, the event
will start at 4 pm, said  Samiti
president B D Biswal and sec-
retary B K Barik. They said
that the celebration could not
be possible on the occasion of
Kartika Purnia on October 8
because of lunar eclipse.
People will feel like they are
in Odisha when these starts
of Odisha will perform. The
organisers have appealed the
people to enjoy the pro-
gramme.

In the 10-day camp
for finalising 40 vol-
unteers for R-Day
parade in Delhi

To be formally inau-
gurated by LS MP
Bilaspur Arun Sao
today

NSS volunteers
from central region
to take part in R-
Day parade for the
first time

 Chhattisgarh govt
and ICCR sign an
agreement

Chief Secretary
took the meeting,
the responsibility 
of the departments
was fixed

In the National Lok
Adalat held from Taluka
to District level

Villagers benefitted in Civic Action Plan

Dantewada, Nov 12:
Under the Civic Action
Plan (CAP) for villagers
of Gram Satdhar,
Hitalkumdam and
Mangnar by the 195th
Battalion of CRPF and
courtesy G/195 Battalion,
essential items and medi-
cines were distributed
free of cost.

This was inaugurated
by Commandant 195
Battalion, CRPF- V
Pratap Singh. In this pro-
gramme, villagers in-
cluding women, children
and students from
Satdhar and nearby vil-

lages took part.
Through this pro-

gramme, the villagers
were apprised about
the development
schemes of the country
and update on the pres-
ent-day situation in the
region and also about
the beneficial schemes
of GOi and state gov-
ernment, so as to bring
the youths who have
got diverted from main-
stream and appealed
them to give  up vio-
lence and follow on the
path of peace and de-
velopment. They were
also informed about the
naxal eradication cam-
paign Along with this
the team of doctors
along with Dr Vagish

Tripathi of Battalion
and para-medics exam-
ined the health of vil-
lagers and provided
them free of cost medi-
cines for the ailments
found and were distrib-
uted multi-vitamin
tablets and others.

On this occasion
Commandant 195th
CRPF Battalion V
Pratap Singh appealed
youth of the region to
quit path of violence
and join mainstream of
society and avail bene-
fits of the schemes run
by GoI and the state
government. The par-
ticipation by local vil-
lagers in this CAP was
appreciable and the vil-
lagers hailed this ini-
tiative by CRPF 195th
Battlion jawans and of-
ficers. On this occasion
195th CRPF Battalion’s
Rajiv Kumar 2nd
Command officer,
Rajesh Kumar Yadav,
Dy. Commandant Nitin
Tanwar, Asst.
Commandant and
other jawans were 
present.

GM IDBI conducts mass
campaign on ARBY

Raipur, Nov 12: The
General Manager of
IDBI Bank Raghu Bir
Singh conducted a mass
campaign on ‘Amrit
Mahotsav Rinn Bhuktan
Yojana’ (ARBY) at
Raipur, Bhatapara,
Bilaspur and Khapri vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh
state for the benefits of
Agriculture and MSME

borrowers of Bank on
Nov 9th and 10th, 2022.
During the campaign, 35
borrowers have been ben-
efited instantly from the
scheme and many more
borrowers have shown
their interest to settle
their loan dues through
this scheme.

The General Manager,
Raghu Bir Singh has in-
formed the waiver of 50-
90% of principal loan
amount by the Bank for
the needy and distressed

Agriculture/MSME bor-
rowers. During the cam-
paign Amitabh Bajpai,
Regional Head, Bilaspur,
Shubhranshu Sekhar
Sahoo, DGM, Ishwar
Dunedar, Branch Head,
Bhatapara Branch ad-
dressed the borrowers
and appealed them to
take benefits of the
scheme. In this campaign
around 150 borrowers
were present and appre-
ciated the scheme of the
Bank.

CM performs prayers in the
ancient Hanuman and Sai Temple 

Dongargarh, Nov 12:
The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today
performed worship in the
ancient Hanuman temple
and Sai temple after
reaching Dongargarh
Vidhansabha region’s
Lalbahadur Nagar in
Rajnandgaon district. He
prayed for the happiness
and prosperity of the
state’s residents. This
temple is about a hundred
years old and is a center of
faith for the local 

people.
The villagers said that

the temple is even older
than 100 years. The an-
cient Hanuman temple is
revered by the local peo-
ple for the fulfillment of
their wishes. They said
that in this region the
Hanuman temple has a
special religious signifi-
cance. The Chief Minister
also visited the Sri Sai
temple located here and
prayed for the happiness
of the state’s residents.

Complete the repair and renovation 
work of dilapidated roads by Dec: Sahu

Raipur, Nov 12: Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu has said that repair
and renovation work of
bad and dilapidated roads
of the state should be com-
pleted by the month of
December. He directed the
officers to prepare a work
plan for each road and the
work of maintenance of
roads should be completed
within the stipulated time
period. Home Minister
Sahu reviewed the work by
taking a meeting of depart-
mental officers here.

Minister directed the
Chief Engineer,
Superintending Engineer
and Executive Engineer to
conduct field inspections
and monitor 4 to 5 days a
week to expedite the repair
and renovation works
along with the construction

of roads. He said that road
maintenance work should
be done in a systematic
manner. In the meeting, the
Home Minister informed
that about 5000 km of road
is in normal condition in
the state. Minor patch work
is required on 5092 km of
road. Roads of 4700 km,
which are in a slightly bad
condition, are being re-
paired by doing minor
work. Only 433 km of roads
which is in worse condition
need to be renewed.

On this occasion Home
Minister  Sahu also flagged
off five running laboratory
vehicles to check the quali-
ty of the roads. These mo-
bile laboratory vehicles
have been sent to all the
five divisions. Minister
said that Naxal activities
have come down due to the
State Government follow-
ing the policy of trust, de-
velopment and security
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. The public’s confi-
dence in the state govern-

ment has increased due to
public friendly schemes, se-
curity of the general public
through credible policing.

He told that in 4 years
about 15 hundred Maoists
have surrendered. 459 cases
have been registered by the
department against 206 ca-
sual financial companies
(chit fund). Out of which
376 cases have been pre-
pared and presented in the
court. In these cases, 632 di-
rectors and office bearers
have been arrested. Home
Minister  Sahu said in the
meeting that with the aim
of bringing transparency
in the policing proceedings,
CCTVs are being installed
in the police stations. The
work of formation of
women’s cell is also being
done, for this a provision of
25 crores has been made.
Till now CC in 95 police sta-
tions of the state. TVs have
been installed and work
order has been issued for
installation of CCTVs in
373 police stations and 8
outposts.

Officers should discharge their duties
with utmost responsibility: Baghel

Janjgir-Champa, Nov
12: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday chaired a re-
view meeting of district-
level officials at Circuit
House in Janjgir as a part
of his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. Citing the inci-
dent of disciplinary ac-
tion taken against the
school principal that hap-
pened yesterday, he
stressed the need to give
special focus on the quali-
ty of education. He said
that such incidents
should not happen in fu-
ture. Baghel added saying
that the school teachers
should reach school on
time and not leave school
during working hours. He
asked the officials con-
cerned to monitor the
same and conduct sur-
prise inspections. Action
should be taken against
the teachers remaining
absent without permis-

sion.
Suggesting measures to

ensure quality education,
Chief Minister said that
various activities should
be conducted in this re-
gard by diving schools in
clusters. Regarding
Swami Atmanand
Schools, he gave direc-
tions to finish the recruit-
ment of teachers for the
vacant posts at the earli-
est. Besides, he asked to
ensure that the work of
infrastructure develop-
ment and other necessary
facilities is completed by
the upcoming academic
session in the newly
opened Swami Atmanand
Schools. Chief Minister
Baghel said that the work
of repair and improve-
ment of roads has to be

done by December, paying
special attention to quali-
ty in patch repair to make
them last longer. Joint ef-
forts should also be made
to prevent road accidents.
Necessary arrangements
should be made at the
black spot. He urged the
officials to discharge
their allocated duties
with utmost responsibili-
ty ensuring that no citi-
zen leave government of-
fices disappointed. All of-
ficers and employees
should mandatorily be
present in their head-
quarters.

Baghel asked the offi-
cials to start the pending
works under Jal Jeevan
Mission after taking its
approval. He asked the
revenue department to

free the encroached land
approved for building
Gauthans. The Rural
Industrial Park set up at
Gauthan aims at promot-
ing rural entrepreneur-
ship. Under this, work has
to be done according to
the interest of the locals,
availability of raw mate-
rials and current market
scenario. He suggested
that the work of mulber-
ry production can be done
here. He gave instruc-
tions that no eligible per-
son should be deprived of
the benefits under Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
Special attention has to
be paid to the renovation,
maintenance and cleanli-
ness of the Ashram
Hostel so that the chil-
dren living there can get a
better environment. The
youth involved in the
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
should be linked to the
public welfare schemes of
the state government.

While reviewing paddy
procurement, Baghel said
that the registration of all
millers has to be ensured.
He gave instructions to
pace up the work of
paddy lifting. He asked to
ensure that eligible peo-
ple get the benefit of pen-
sion schemes.
Instructions were also

given to make efforts to
boost the sale of medi-
cines in Dhanwantari
generic medical stores.
He asked aware people of
the welfare schemes
being run by the state
government to ensure
last-mile delivery of its
benefits. While reviewing
the implementation of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, he asked the of-
ficials concerned to adopt
a special targeted ap-
proach for severely mal-
nourished children;
preparing a weekly diet
plan and providing them
nutritious food. Regular
monitoring of the same
should be done to get
these children out of the
vicious cycle of malnutri-
tion at the earliest.
Women, especially those
who are pregnant, should
be regularly screened for
anaemia. Their proper
treatment should also be
ensured if found
anaemic.

Chief Minister’s
Special Secretary S.
Bharathidasan, Bilaspur
Divisional Commissioner
Dr Sanjay Alang, IG
Bilaspur Ratan Lal Dangi,
Collector Taran Prakash
Sinha, Superintendent of
Police Vijay Agrawal
along with the district
level officers were present
in the meeting.

RGKNY is designed to ensure that farmers
get fair prices for the crops: CM

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  1122::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressed the people present
in Bhent- Mulaqat, stating
that both representatives of
the public and government
officials are along with him. In
the Vidhan Sabha, a plan is
made and is closely worked on
at the secretariat, then it’s
implemented by the district
administration. In this regard,
I am here to determine
whether the process is being
carried out properly, he
added.

The Chief Minister Baghel
explained that the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
(RGKNY) is designed to
ensure that farmers receive
fair prices for their crops.
Kodo, Kutaki’s support price
has been fixed. It was benefi-
cial to everyone. Sugarcane
farmers are enjoying favor-
able prices.

In his remark on Ration
Card, the Chief Minister stat-
ed that the ration card has
been linked to everyone’s
Aadhar card. Everyone has a
ration card.

Nirupama Mali, one of the
recipients, stated that her
family consisted of nine mem-
bers. In total, they receive 63

kg of rice. Bringing salt and
sugar together sugar costs
Rs.17. The rest is available at
no cost. A total of three
installments for this year have
been received, said Karthik
Nandeshwar Bortalab. All of
us are delighted with your
plans. Our loan is also waived
off. Farmer Prakash Kumar
Gandharva of village
Narayangarh stated that the
Rajiv Gandhi Bhoomihin Krishi
Mazdoor Yojana provides
7,000 rupees to landless labor-
ers each year. This has also
helped landless laborers.

Kuleshwari stated that I
had sold cow dung valued at
Rs 13000. Never imagined that
even cow dung would bring in

cash. She stated that his
group sold vermi compost
worth Rs.93 thousand, as well
as 2 lakh earthworms. I pur-
chased items for the children
as well as jewelry for myself.

The jewelry market is
crowded because of this. chief
minister, said while smiling at
it. The chief minister empha-
sized earning a lot of money
and supporting your family via
productive employment.

Dubey Lal stated that he is
receiving free treatment via
the ‘Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic Yojana.’ He goes
to the Rengakathera weekly
market every Sunday because

of the free treatment.
Makhanlal Nirmalkar par-

ent of two kids said that both
of his children have hemophil-
ia, a condition in which blood
does not clot normally. Only
two people in Rajnandgaon
have this illness, and both are
my children. Even after treat-
ment, their condition is not
getting better.

He said that an operation
took place in Bangalore two
years ago. He is unable to
afford more treatment
because of his weak financial
situation. The Chief Minister
approved the funding for all
further medical care.

Empowered committee meeting 
of MGNEGS concludes

Raipur, Nov 11: A meet-
ing of the empowered
committee of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme was held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here. In the meet-
ing, the priority points of
the Chief Minister, the
progress of the average
man-day per family under
the scheme, the construc-
tion of ponds for fisheries
near Gauthans and the
arrangement of planting
saplings for mulberry
trees, medicinal plants,
fodder production, fruit
plants and pasture was re-
viewed. In addition to this
progress was reviewed on
the basis of important in-
dicators of Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA
(MGNEGS).

In the meeting, a de-
tailed review of the
progress of the financial
years 2021-22 and 2022-23
was done. The work done
by the convergence of
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA
with other schemes was

also reviewed. Additional
Chief Secretary to Chief
Minister Mr. Subrat Sahoo
and PCCF Dr. Sanjay
Shukla were also present
in the meeting. In the
meeting, the officials told
that in the financial year
2022-23, under Mahatma
Gandhi Employment
Guarantee, an amount of
more than one hundred 66
crores was approved for a
total of two lakh 10 thou-
sand works. Under the
scheme, approval of Rs.11
crore 30 lakh 12 thousand
was given for 1016 works of
convergence under Water
Resources Department,

Agriculture, Forest,
Sericulture and
Horticulture Department.

In the meeting, the
progress of work of social
audit under MNREGA
2021-22 and 2022-23 was re-
viewed. Officials said that
in the year 2021-22, 7965
gram panchayats were au-
dited. In this year 2022-23,
social audit of 778 gram
panchayats has been done
till the month of October.
Officials said that under
Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA, two thousand 479
ponds have been proposed
for fisheries near
Gauthans. Out of which

two thousand 288 ponds
have been approved and
till now construction of
one thousand 853 ponds
has been completed.

Similarly, a total of
seven thousand 235 pas-
tures have been approved
under the scheme for
planting of mulberry
trees, medicinal plants,
fodder production and
fruit trees. In the meeting,
Secretary, Tribal and
Scheduled Castes
Development Department,
Mr. DD Singh, Secretary of
Labour Department Mr.
Amrit Khalkho, Secretary
of Health Department
Prasanna R., Secretary,
Revenue Department,
N.N.Akka, Secretary,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Dr. S.
B h a r a t i d a s a n ,
Commissioner, Mahatma
Gandhi NREGA Mr.
Mohammad Kaiser
Abdulhaq, Director of
Agriculture Department
Mr. Ayaz Tamboli, along
with officers of Rural
Development Department
and other departments
were present.
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Held in Satdhar,
Hitalkumdam by 
CRPF 195th Battalion

35 borrowers benefit-
ted from the scheme

Reduction in Naxal 
activities due to the policy
of trust, development
and security

CM urges officials to
give special focus on
quality education

Chairs review meeting
of district level officers
in Janjgir

Instructed officials to
mandatorily be present
in headquarters

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn::    Announcements
made by CM Bhupesh Baghel
in Bhent- Mulaqat organized
at Lal Bahadur Nagar of
Dongargaon Assembly con-
stituency includes, Kisan
Suvidha Kendra to be opened
in Aaalivara;

Lal Bahadur Nagar will be
established as a Nagar
Panchayat; Swami
Atmanand English-medium

school to be opened in Lal
Bahadur Nagar; High school
in the village of Aaalivara
will be upgraded to a higher
secondary school; made an
announcement to issue
administrative approval for
Mangi Khuta reservoir con-
struction and Jamari diver-
sion number 2; a bridge will
be constructed from
Pincapar to  Maatekasa.

Announcements made by 
CM in Lal Bahadur Nagar



Security personnel’s
lacking in ATM’s

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  NNoovv  1122::  Most of the
security personnel are seen
missing in the major ATM's
here in the district, which is
diligently giving rise to fraud-
sters lurking around the
banks. ATMs have been in-
stalled by banks in cities like
Patharia, Lormi, including
the city and security guards
have been deployed in the
ATMs of many banks, but
due to the inaction of the
bank, the security personnel
are not serious and in most
of the operating ATMs there
is no security personnel in
any ATM except one or two.
Apart from this, there is no
cleanliness in many ATM
centers and this is not being
taken care of by the bank
management. People are
troubled by the stock of
dung, slip and other filth, but
standard instructions of the
police administration are not

being followed by the bank
managers. All the bank man-
agers of the city are aware
that instructions have been
issued to follow the safety
standards, but even after
this, the non-compliance of
security standards in many
banks is becoming a chal-
lenge for the administration.

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 12: A
Diwali Milan ceremony
was organized by
Chhattisgarh Pensioners
Welfare Association
(CGPWA) District Branch
and National Senior
Citizen District Unit here.
Presiding over the pro-
gram, President Sayeed
Khan wished for progres-
sive progress of the dis-
trict branch and congrat-
ulated all the colleagues
and Chief Guest Ratan

Lal Kaiwart Provincial
General Secretary, and
Jagat Singh Bais, the
founder wished all the
employees and senior citi-
zens all the best in all
their endeavors.

National Senior Citizen
President D.K. Solanki
discussed the importance
of National Senior
Citizen and many types of
rail insurance, medical,
aircraft facilities and ap-
pealed to the pensioners
to join membership.
Secretary Pramod

Pathak, President of
Lormi Ashok Tiwari,
Sukhnandan Gunsare,
Special Guest KR Tonde
Tehsil Vice President
Akaltara and Provincial
Treasurer congratulated
the pensioners present in
the meeting room.

A large number of pen-
sioners of Jarhagaon,
Patharia, Lormi, Mungeli
were present which in-
cluded Devlal Devangan,
Upasi Ram, O.K. Koshale,
Lalit Mohan Patre and
many others.

Memorandum submitted to the BEO 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 12: Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
(JCC)-J Yuva Bastar
District President and
Bastar Adhikar Mukti
Morcha under the leader-
ship of District Vice
President Nilambar Sethia,
District Panchayat Vice
President Acharya
Ramanujan Mukti Morcha,
Block Vice President
Narpati Baghel, headed by
Sarpanch Virnath Baghel,
submitted a memorandum
to BEO Arun Devangan re-
garding shortage of teach-
ers in High School Mohalai.

In the said memoran-
dum, the demand for
teacher appointment has
been made, giving informa-
tion about the shortage of
teachers affecting the stud-
ies of the children.

Nilambar Sethia told

that a teacher is posted in
High School Mohalai, the
villagers put forth the de-
mand of the teacher in
front of regional MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel and
Bastar MP Deepak Baij and
local public representa-
tives. But till date the de-
mand of the teacher has
not been fulfilled. He said
that the local public repre-
sentatives are busy in cam-
paigning for the meeting.

The villagers of Mohalai
said that, in the Pre-
Secondary School and High
School, Mohalai, studies
are going on in the trust 
of God.

If the demand of the
teacher is not fulfilled with-
in a week, Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha, Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh J,
along with the villagers,
has warned to demonstrate
at the district headquarters.

During this Mukti
Morcha Block Vice
President Narpati Baghel,
Hira Ram Sethia, Sarpanch
Virnath Baghel, Prahlad
Chandrakar, Bhurnath,
Sundar, Jagkhi, Balchand,
Gulab, Gautam Binu Ram
Girdhar, Gambhir Salim,
Damodar, Mahadev,
Sukhram, Lakhichand, Bal
Singh, Nandkishore ,
Jagdish, Chaitan other vil-
lagers were present.

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasaud, Nov 12:
Each child is blessed with
talents which are unique
and to bring out these hid-
den talents, a fancy dress
competition was held for
the students of Monnet
DAV Public School on 12-
11-2022.

Fancy dress competition
brings out the creativity
and ingenuity of the par-
ents and provides the little
ones an opportunity to
light the stage on fire with
their wonderful attire.
They also learn to over-
come their shyness and de-
velop a sense of confi-
dence to face an audience.
It is always a pleasure to
watch the kids dressed up
as different characters
building up their speech.

The various themes
were carefully selected ac-
cording to the relevant age
group. Nursery - Cartoon
Characters, LKG - Fruits

and Vegetables, UKG -
Animals and Birds, I -
Mythological Characters
and II - Leaders and
Players. The students
came forward displaying
their vibrant costumes.
The nursery kids looked
amazing dressed up as dif-
ferent cartoon characters.
All the tiny tots came on
stage with confidence and

tried to speak a few lines.
The creativity of the par-

ents was astounding and
the judges had a tough time
deciding the winners for
the competition. It was a
feast to the eyes to watch
the little ones perform-
ing with such enthusi-
asm and confidence. All
the parents were over-
whelmed with their kids'

performance and they
thanked the teachers and
Principal Raj Kumar
Sharma for organizing

such events. The memories
of such a mesmerizing
event will be etched in
their minds forever.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 12: Saving
the lives of one family
drowning in Rudri barrage
main canal last on Tuesday,
the brave and courageous
youth Aryan Sonkar has be-
come talk-of-the-town these
day. Aryan informed that he
goes out for morning walk
near Rudri barrage daily
and it was on Tuesday that
he heard voice to save peo-
ple while drowning. So im-
mediately he stopped a pick-
up van passing nearby and
taking rope from it saved the
lives of those drowning in
the main canal of Rudri
Barrage.

MLA Ranaja Sahu when
came to know about the
same, she reached at the res-
idence of Aryan Sonkar to

felicitate him. While speak-
ing to media persons she
said that persons like Aryan
Sonkar are role-model for
youths.

With arrival of electronic
gadgets, the youth of today
are not taking part in the
outdoor physical activities
and there was a time when
youth generally used to go
out for swimming or jogging
or playing any sports or
games, keeping themselves
physically fit and which is
lacking in present-day
youth.

MLA Ranjana Sahu said
that it is surprising here
that Aryan does not swim-
ming and even after this he
took this courageous initia-
tive saving lives of the fami-
ly in drowning without
bothering about his own life.

Aryan has now become a
role-model for the society
and its youth, she added and
she honoured him for his
courage and valour for sav-
ing lives of others.

BJP senior corporator
Dhaniram Sonkar said that
Aryan is the role-model for
youth in the society and
every youth should try to
fulfill his obligation towards
the society in extending
help in whatever manner
they can to needy and those
in crisis.

On this occasion MLA
Ranjana Deependra Sahu,
Vijay Sahu, Vinod
Ransingh, Shivdutt
Upadhyay, Dhaniram
Sonkar, Aaaju Deshlahare,
Jai Hinduja, Dipendra
Sahu, Panna Thawait and
others were present.

Police seizes explosives
and Maoist literatures

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Nov 12: Under the
direction of. Superintendent
of Police Konta, Vijay Singh
Rajput SDOP Jagargunda,
Shikhar Maravi SDOP
Maraiguda ans as part of
Naxal eradication campaign
on 10.11.2022 Special Task
Force (STF) from Camp
Elmagunda under Police
Station Chintagufa area of
Konta block and Camp

Potkapalli under Police
Station Kistaram area),
District Force, Cobra 206, 208
Corps and 212, 241 CRPF
Joint Party Naxalites while
patrolling areas were headed
towards Chhotekedwal,
B a d e k e d w a l ,
Singanmangdu, Durma,
Bhattigudem areas known
as strongholds of Naxalites
during the operation. On
the morning of 11.11.2022,
the Naxalites fled under the

cover of the jungle hill
after seeing the security
forces coming towards
them in Chhotekedwal vil-
lage of Thana Chintagufa.
On subsequent search, 01
Naxalite monument and
explosives hidden by the
Naxalites and a large quan-
tity of Naxalite material
were recovered. For which
the materials were de-
stroyed at the scene from
the security point of view.

Illegal excavation of sand going on unabated
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 12: Illegal
excavation of sand from
the banks of Mahanadi
river has not stopped till
date and Mineral depart-
ment team in its raid had
seized two Hywa loaded
with sand and were taking
it without royalty receipt.

It is notable here that
there are total of 38 sanc-
tioned sand mines in
Dhamtari district and out
of which 25 are functional
and 13 others have not got
the clearance from CECB.

But despite all this there
is illegal excavation of
sand from banks of the
river in the rural areas of
the district. It was after
complaint by the villagers
that Mineral department
took action and in this just
two days back only Mining
Inspector Khawan Kurlaya
with his team stopped

Hywa vehicle bearing No.
CG 08 ZD 1267 from near
Vindhyavasani Temple in
city. It is learnt that the ve-
hicle was transporting the
sand without valid royalty
receipt and action was
taken against it.

Similarly another Hywa
was seized in Gram
Umarda of Kurud block ad
action was taken and both
the vehicles were brought
to the Collectorate premis-
es and seized. Action was
taken by both the vehicle

owners for illegal trans-
portation of sand ad fine
was imposed.

What is ironical here is
that the Mineral
Department is taking ac-
tion only for name sake
and are only stopping one

or two vehicles, whereas if
one visits Gram
Tendukonha, Kalartarai,
Karetha, Rudri, Achouta,
Parsuli, Darri,
Kaklartarai, Kharenga,
Devpur, Bharari, Botha,
Borsi, Ladera village, then
one can find out that there
is illegal exacavation of
sand openly from the
banks of Mahandi near
these villages. And even
after complaints by the vil-
lagers, this illegal excava-
tion of sand has not
stopped.

What officer says
To stop illegal excava-

tion of sand, the depart-
ment is taking action on
regular basis and just two
days back only two Hywa
were seized. Immediate ac-
tion is being taken on re-
ceiving any complaint,
says Kurlaya- Mining
Inspector
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p For appointment of
teacher in Mohalai

Two Hywa vehicles seized by Mineral deptt

Aryan is role-model for
youth of today: Ranjana

Felicitates him with bouquet and shawl

Monnet DAV hosts Fancy Dress competition

64 police personnel
from GPM transferred
GGoouurreellaa,,  PPeennddrraa,,  MMaarrwwaahhii,,  NNoovv
1122::  Large number of officers and
employees of the Police depart-
ment have been transferred and
under this the newly appointed
SP (GPM) Uday Kiran along with
total 64 police personnel have
been given fresh posting and
many have been line-attached as
well. As per orders by the SP
GPM, highest of the Head
Constable and constable have
been transferred from police line
to Thanas and others have been
sent from 'thanas' to the Police
Lines. Similarly in the officer's
grade- TI Marwahi Anil Agrawal
has been sent to Police Line and
Lata Choure appointed as TI
Marwahi thana. Along with this
the  TI Pendra Thana Dharm
Narayan Tiwari has been associ-
ated with the SP's office and Usha
Sondhiya has been appointed as
TI Pendra Thana. Kantilal Bani has
been made in-charge of Khodari
Check-post and Satyan Singh
Bisen has been appointed as in-
charge of Mahila cell.

Diwali Milan held by CGPWA

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13,  2022

Kerala govt sends ordinance
to axe Guv as Chancellor

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 12 (PTI):

The CPI(M)-led govern-
ment in Kerala on
Saturday sent its ordi-
nance to remove the
Governor from the post of
Chancellor of universities
in the state, to the Raj
Bhavan for approval, days
after the cabinet had taken
a decision in this connec-
tion.

Raj Bhavan sources
confirmed that the ordi-
nance to replace the
Governor as Chancellor of
varsities and appoint emi-

nent academicians in that
role, has reached its office
for the assent of Arif
Mohammed Khan.

However, it is unlikely
for the Governor to prom-
ulgate the ordinance soon
as the tussle between him
and the state government
over the issue is yet to die
down, sources added.

The Pinarayi Vijayan-
headed government on
Wednesday had decided to
come out with the ordi-
nance, a move opposed by
both the Congress and
BJP.

The opposition parties
have alleged that the cabi-
net decision was aimed at

turning universities in
Kerala into “Communist
centres”.

Meanwhile, ministers
P Rajeeve and V
Sivankutty expressed
hope that the Governor
would promulgate the or-
dinance without any
delay.

When journalists point-
ed out the Governor’s re-
cent reported statement
that he would send the or-
dinance to the President,
Law Minister P Rajeeve
said he does not think
that a person upholding a
constitutional post would
say so without even see-
ing the document.

‘Pariksha’ comes to aid 
of Agniveer aspirants

Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Indian Air Force jobs are
one of the most aspirational
defence jobs for the Bharat
youth. With the IAF an-
nouncement of the recruit-
ment opportunity under the
Agniveer Vayu scheme for
the year 2023, Vi in partner-
ship with Pariksha is offer-
ing preparation material for
the Agniveer Air Force X&Y
group on Vi App. Specially
curated by the experts at
Pariksha, the pioneering in-
stitute for Govt. exam prepa-
ration, the course material

available on the Vi app, has
been prepared by the
renowned Cadets Defence
Academy. With this, Vi users
will get access to the
preparatory material for
IAF job exams such as live
Classes by best of teachers
from the Academy includ-
ing Sanjeev Thakur, mock
tests and others. Giving
wings to Govt jobs aspi-
rants, Vi Jobs & Education
offers preparation material
for Central/State Govt. jobs
including unlimited mock
tests across 150+ exams in
various categories such as

Staff Selection
Commission, Banking,
Teaching, Defense,
Railways etc. at a nominal
subscription fee of Rs.
249/year. To experience, Vi
Jobs & Education provides
one free mock test across
various categories.

The online registration
for Agniveer Vayu has start-
ed and the aspirants can
apply till November 23, 2022.
Online Examination date
for Agniveer Vayu intake
2023 has been scheduled
from 18th January 2023 to
24th January 2023.

Protest in Jammu for relocation 
of Kashmiri Pandit employees 

Jammu, Nov 12 (PTI): 

An organisation here on
Saturday held protest for
relocation of displaced
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees from valley in wake of
“selective killings.”

The protestors also de-
manded constitution of an
apex committee headed by
union home minister to
formulate and implement
the rehabilitation of KPs
in the valley with “securi-
ty, honour and dignity.”

Youth All India
Kashmiri Samaj (YAIKS)
said it is high time for gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to bring back the entire
Kashmiri Hindu commu-
nity living as “refugees in
various parts of the coun-
try to valley and rehabili-
tate them with security,
honour and dignity”.

Led by YAIKS president,

R K Bhat, young men and
women from the commu-
nity raised slogans in sup-
port of their demands and
held protest near press
club in the city.

The protestors were car-
rying placards that read—
“We are refugees in our
own country”, “Struggle
for existence continues”,
“I am a Kashmiri Pandit, I
love my Identity” and “KP
soul in exile.”

“The situation, that is
unfolding in Kashmir, it is
right time for the central
government to announce a
comprehensive package
for return and rehabilita-
tion of Kashmiri Pandits
to valley,” Bhat told re-
porters here.

He said the entire
Pandit community should
return back to valley
along with the employees
under the rehabilitation
plan.

“We demand setting up
of an apex committee
headed by the Union home

minister Amit Shah for
formulation of compre-
hensive road map on how
Kashmiri Pandits will re-
turn and be rehabilitated
back in valley,” Bhat said.

He said it will be true
tribute to “KP martyrs”
that the entire displaced
community returns back
to Kashmir and settles
there.

Bhat alleged that the re-
habilitation package for
Kashmiri Pandits an-
nounced by the Centre a
few years ago is an eye-
wash.

“We urge government
to restructure, redesign
and revise this package by
holding a proper dialogue
with KP representatives
immediately as a confi-
dence building measure,”
he said.

YAIKS is a Jammu-
based organisation advo-
cating for interest of the
youth, unemployed, edu-
cated persons from the
displaced Kashmiri

Pandit community.
The displaced Kashmiri

Pandit employees working
under PM special employ-
ment package in the valley
are on the protest for the
past over 6 months de-
manding relocation from
valley to Jammu in wake
of “their selective and tar-
geted killings.”

They also demanded re-
location of employees till
the entire community is
rehabilitated back in the
Kashmir.

‘Soren not bothered
about welfare of tribals’
Ranchi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

The Hemant Soren-led
government in Jharkhand
has nothing to do with the
welfare of tribals, and it
was working with the sole
intention of “making
money”, former chief
minister Babulal Marandi
of the BJP alleged on
Saturday.

Marandi, who led a rally
in Giridih district’s Tisri
block, said the law and
order situation in the state
was deteriorating while
development works came
to standstill.

“The Hemant Soren-led
UPA government has
nothing to do with the
poor and tribals as it was
working with the sole in-
tention of making
money,” alleged Marandi.

The statement comes a
day after Soren’s govern-
ment got a bill passed in
the state assembly that
proposes to use 1932 land
records to fix the domicile
status, in a bid to strength-
en his support base among
the tribals.

A bill to raise the total
reservations offered in
government jobs to STs,
SCs, EBCs, OBCs and eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions (EWS) from 60 per
cent to 77 per cent was also
passed in the assembly.

Marandi alleged that
cases of murder, rape and
loot have increased mani-
fold under the Soren gov-
ernment.

The people of
Jharkhand were facing a
shortage of sand but the
government was not able
to auction a single sand
ghat in the last three

years, he said.
“I told the government

that if it is not able to auc-
tion, it should make sand
ghats free for the people of
the state. But, he (Soren)
will not do it, as he has en-
gaged police to make
money from the tractors
and trucks that transport
sand,” the senior BJP
leader alleged.

Marandi’s rally was
part of a week-long
protest programme by the
BJP against the JMM-led
ruling coalition, which
started on November 7
and will continue till
November 13.

Such rallies were also
held in Ranchi,
Hazaribag, Gumla,
Saraikela-Kharswan and
other districts during the
day.

BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Aditya Sahu and MLA
Bhanu Pratap Sahi partic-
ipated in a rally in
Ranchi’s Ormanjhi block.

BJP MLA Manish
Jaiswal led a rally in
Katkamsandi block of
Hazaribag.

PROTEST MARCH

Tribal women with AITUC activists participate in a march to repeal labour codes, stop
disinvestment of public sector units, stop retrenchment of workers and demand
equal wages, in Kolkata, Saturday.

AIR SHOW

Indian Air Force’s Surya Kiran team performs during an air show in Jamnagar, Saturday.

BRIEF

Bribe  
 Alibag: A revenue of-

ficial and her associate
have been arrested for
allegedly accepting a
bribe from a man for
settling a land dispute
in Maharashtra’s
Raigad district, an offi-
cial from the Anti-
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) said on
Saturday. Based on a
complaint, a team
from ACB Navi
Mumbai on Friday
caught the associate of
the tehsildar of Alibag
accepting the bribe
amount on her behalf,
the official said.

Looted 
 Pune: A gang of rob-

bers opened fire and
looted Rs 25 lakh from
an angadia (courier) of-
fice in the Market Yard
area here on Saturday
morning, police said.
The incident took place
around 11.30 am.

Shot dead
 Itanagar: An India

Reserve Battalion
(IRBn) personnel de-
ployed at Rajiv Gandhi
University (RGU) in
Doimukh, near here,
shot dead one of his
colleagues, police said
on Saturday. The ac-
cused, head constable
of 2nd IRBn Diyun,
Wangru Taidong fired
two rounds with his
service rifle at consta-
ble Chingri Momai, re-
portedly after a heated
argument on Friday
night, Doimukh police
station officer in-
charge Inya Ete said.

Arrested 
 Unnao: A 28-year-old

man has been arrested
in connection with the
rape and subsequent
death of a BSc II year
student, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.
SHO of Kotwali police
station Rajesh Pathak
said the victim was all
alone at home when
the incident happened.
When her younger sis-
ter returned home, she
found her sister lying
on the bed in an un-
conscious state.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Two people, in-

cluding a teenager, were
killed on Saturday
when the jeep in which
they were travelling
turned turtle after one
of its tyres burst in
Rajasthan’s Dausa dis-
trict, police said. Five
people were also in-
jured in the accident
which occurred in
Manpur area of Dausa,
they said.

Shifted
 Chandigarh: In a

major reshuffle in the
police department, the
Punjab government
Saturday issued trans-
fer and posting orders
of 30 IPS and three PPS
officers with immediate
effect, according to an
official release. The
order of shifting police
officers including eight
senior superintendents
of police (SSPs) and
three commissioners of
police comes amid the
opposition parties tar-
geting the AAP govern-
ment over the law and
order issue in the state.

A voter shows her finger
marked with indelible ink
after casting her vote for
Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, in
Kullu, Saturday.

Babulal Marandi

 From valley

 To Raj Bhavan
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Mykolaiv (Ukraine), Nov 12 (AP):

The Ukrainian military
carried out “stabilisation
measures” near the south-
ern city of Kherson on
Saturday following the end
of an eight-month occupa-
tion by Russian forces, a re-
treat that cast a further pall
on President Vladimir
Putin’s designs to take over
large parts of Ukraine.

Residents of Kherson,
the only regional capital
captured by Russia’s mili-
tary during the ongoing in-
vasion, awoke from a night
of jubilant celebrating that
broke out in the city and
surrounding areas after
the Kremlin announced its
troops had withdrawn to
the other side of the
Dnieper River.

In a regular social media
update Saturday, the
General Staff of Ukraine’s
armed forces said the
Russians were fortifying
their battle lines on the
river’s eastern bank after
abandoning the capital.
About 70% of the Kherson
region remains under
Russian control.

Ukrainian officials from
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on down cau-
tioned that while special
military units had reached
Kherson city, a full deploy-
ment to reinforce the ad-
vance troops still was un-
derway. On Friday,
Ukraine’s intelligence
agency said it thought
some Russian soldiers
stayed behind, ditching
their uniforms for civilian

clothes to avoid detection.
“Even when the city is

not yet completely
cleansed of the enemy’s
presence, the people of
Kherson themselves are al-
ready removing Russian
symbols and any traces of
the occupiers’ stay in
Kherson from the streets
and buildings,” Zelenskyy
said in his nightly video
address late Friday.

Photos circulating
Saturday on social media
showed Ukrainian ac-
tivists removing memorial
plaques put up by the occu-
pation authorities the
Kremlin installed to run
the Kherson region. A
Telegram post on the chan-
nel of Yellow Ribbon, a
self-described Ukrainian
“public resistance” move-
ment, showed two people
in a park taking down
plaques picturing what
appeared to be Soviet-era
military figures.
Moscow’s announcement
that Russian forces
planned to withdraw
across the Dnieper River,
which divides both the
Kherson region and
Ukraine, followed a
stepped-up Ukrainian
counteroffensive in the
country’s south. In the
last two months,
Ukraine’s military
claimed to have re-
claimed dozens of towns
and villages north of
Kherson city, and the
Ukrainian General Staff
said that’s where the sta-
bilization activities were
taking place.

Ukraine works to stabilise
Kherson after Russian pullout

Shram El-Sheikh, Nov 12 (AP):

As the UN climate talks
in Egypt near the half-way
point, negotiators are
working hard to draft deals
on a wide range of issues
they’ll put to ministers
next week in the hope of
getting a substantial result
by the end.

The two-week meeting
in Sharm el-Sheikh started
with strong appeals from
world leaders for greater
efforts to curb greenhouse
gas emissions and help
poor nations cope with
global warming.

Scientists say the
amount of greenhouse
gases being pumped into
the atmosphere needs to be
halved by 2030 to meet the
goals of the Paris climate
accord.

The 2015 pact set a target
of ideally limiting temper-
ature rise to 1.5 Celsius (2.7
Fahrenheit) by the end of
the century, but left it up to
countries to decide how
they want to do so.

With impacts from cli-
mate change already felt
across the globe, particu-
larly by the world’s poor-
est, there has also been a
push by campaigners and
developing nations for rich
polluters to stump up
more cash.

This would be used to
help developing countries
shift to clean energy and
adapt to global warming;
increasingly there are also
calls for compensation to
pay for climate-related
losses.

Here is a look at the
main issues on the table at

the COP27 talks and how
they might be reflected in a
final agreement.

The hosts of last year’s
talks in Glasgow said they
managed to “keep 1.5
alive,” including by getting
countries to endorse the
target in the outcome docu-
ment. But UN chief
Antonio Guterres has
warned that the tempera-
ture goal is on life support
“and the machines are rat-

tling.” And campaigners
were disappointed that
agenda this year doesn’t
explicitly cite the thresh-
old after pushback from
some major oil and gas ex-
porting nations. The talks’
chair, Egypt, can still con-
vene discussions on put-
ting it in the final agree-
ment. Negotiators are try-
ing to put together a miti-
gation work program that
would capture the various

measures countries have
committed to reducing
emissions, including for
specific sectors such as en-
ergy and transport.

UN climate talks near halftime with key issues unresolved

Phnom Pehn, Nov 12 (AP):

President Joe Biden
promised on Saturday that
the United States would
work with a strategically
vital coalition of southeast
Asian nations, telling lead-
ers that “we’re going to
build a better future that we
all want to see” in the re-
gion where US rival China
is also working to expand
its influence.

Citing the three
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations summits
he’s participated in as presi-
dent, Biden said the 10-
country bloc is “at the heart

of my administration’s
Indo-Pacific strategy” and
promised to collaborate to
build a region that is “free
and open, stable and pros-
perous, resilient and se-
cure.”

“I look forward to contin-
uing our work together
with ASEAN and with each
one of you to deepen peace
and prosperity throughout
the region to resolve chal-
lenges from the South
China Sea to Myanmar and
to find innovative solutions
to shared challenges,”
Biden said, citing climate
and health security among
areas of collaboration.

Biden pledges US will work with
Southeast Asian nations

Washington, Nov 12 (PTI):

Indian spiritual
leader Sri Sri
Ravishankar was pre-
sented with the Gandhi
Peace Pilgrimage award
in Atlanta in recogni-
tion of his tireless ef-
forts to spread the mes-
sages of peace and non-

violence as espoused by
Mahatma Gandhi & Dr
Martin Luther King Jr.

The prestigious
award given by the
Gandhi Foundation of
the USA was presented
to Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
in the presence of Isaac
Farris, nephew of Dr
Martin Luther King Jr

and India’s Consul
General in Atlanta Dr
Swati Kulkarni.

The award was pre-
sented to the founder of
Art of Living for “his
outstanding service and
contribution for human-
ity to bring the change
we want to see in the
world”, through his wis-
dom, insight and inspi-
ration in the spirit of
Gandhi-King leaching
of Peace and Ahimsa”
said the citation.

“Certain messages
are timeless messages.
In this category, Martin
Luther King’s and
Mahatma Gandhi’s mes-
sages are very relevant.
They are fresh to every
age in every generation.
Sometimes it becomes
even more relevant. In
today’s world where we
are facing such polariza-
tion and tension, the
message of peace must
be heard loud and
clear,” Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar said in his ac-
ceptance speech.

Gandhi Peace Pilgrim Award presented
to Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in Atlanta

London/Islamabad, Nov
12 (PTI): A UK High Court
judge has ordered Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his son-in-law to
file a reply in a defamation
suit they brought against
the publisher of a leading
British newspaper and also
ordered the premier to pay
30,000 pounds in costs to the
defendant.

In 2019, the Mail On
Sunday published an arti-
cle alleging that Sharif had
stolen and laundered the
UK government’s aid
money while he was the
chief minister of
Pakistan’s Punjab
province.

Sharif filed a defamation
claim against the
“grotesque allegation” in
January 2020, claiming a
retraction, damages and an
apology. In March this year,
the newspaper submitted a
50-page response to
Sharif ’s defamation suit,
the Dawn newspaper re-
ported on Saturday.

According to an order is-
sued on November 9 by
Justice Nicklin of the
King’s Bench Division,
Sharif and his son-in-law

Imran Ali Yousaf ’s request
for a stay order on proceed-
ings was denied by the
court, which has demanded
that the two claimants re-
spond to the defence pre-
sented by the newspaper
and also pay the cost for
earlier litigation in-
curred by the paper for
the stay application, the
report said. “The first
claimant [Sharif] must
pay the defendant’s
[paper’s] costs of and oc-
casioned by a) the stay
application b) his origi-
nal reply (including the
costs arising from the
process by which exten-
sions of time were
sought and agreed in re-
spect of the same,” the
order read.

Sharif was ordered to
pay the sum of 30,000
pounds to the defendant
by November 23, the
Pakistani newspaper re-
ported. Pakistan’s
Minister for Information
Marriyum Aurangzeb
claimed on Friday that
the British newspaper
had failed to prove the al-
legations levelled in the
article against Sharif

about the alleged misappro-
priation of public funds.
She said the judge had fixed
December 13 for the next
hearing of the case.

Pak PM Shehbaz’s plea for stay on
defamation case denied by UK court

Phnom Penh, Nov 12 (PTI):

India and ASEAN
countries vowed to estab-
lish a comprehensive
strategic partnership and
enhance cooperation
against terrorism after
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar addressed the
19th ASEAN-India
Summit here on
Saturday.

Dhankhar is in
Cambodia for his three-
day visit. This year
marks the 30th anniver-
sary of ASEAN-India re-
lations and is being cele-
brated as the ASEAN-
India Friendship Year.

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is an interna-
tional organisation that
has 10 member countries
in Southeast Asia:
Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam.

The ASEAN member
states and India sought to
strengthen cooperation
on cybersecurity by es-

tablishing new dialogue
platforms between India
and the ten-member bloc.

In a joint statement,

they acknowledged the
deep civilisational link-
ages, maritime connectiv-
ity, and cross-cultural ex-
changes between
Southeast Asia and India
which have grown
stronger over the last 30
years, providing a strong
foundation for ASEAN-
India relations.

Before addressing the
summit, Dhankhar and
Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen held
discussions on ways to
further enhance bilateral
ties, including in areas
like human resources, de-
mining and development
projects.

In the joint statement,
India and ASEAN na-
tions declared to enhance
cooperation in the digital
economy through a series
of regional capacity-
building activities in digi-
tal transformation, digi-
tal trade, digital skills
and innovation, as well as
Hackathons.

India, ASEAN countries promise to
boost cooperation against terrorism

Phnom Penh, Nov 12 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday held a meeting
with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Dmytro Kuleba
and both the leaders dis-
cussed recent develop-
ments in the region, nu-
clear concerns and ways
to end Russia’s war on
Ukraine. Jaishankar met
Kuleba on the sidelines of
the ASEAN-India summit
here in the Cambodian
capital.

“Pleasure to meet FM
@DmytroKuleba of
Ukraine. Our discussions
covered recent develop-
ments in the conflict, the
grain initiative and nu-
clear concerns,” he 
tweeted. Jaishankar’s
meeting with Kuleba came
days after he went on a

two-day visit to Russia
amid growing global con-
cerns over increasing hos-

tilities between Russia and
Ukraine. It was
Jaishankar’s first visit to

Moscow after Russia
launched its invasion of
Ukraine in February.
Jaishankar is accompany-
ing Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar who is
leading the Indian delega-
tion to the ASEAN-India
Commemorative Summit
and the 17th East Asia
Summit here. Ukraine
Foreign Dmytro Kuleba
took to Twitter and said
that he discussed bilateral
cooperation and ways to
end Russia’s war on
Ukraine.

“My Indian counterpart
@DrSJaishankar and I
met to discuss bilateral co-
operation and ways to end
Russia’s war on Ukraine. I
emphasized that Russia
must immediately cease
deadly attacks, withdraw
all troops from Ukraine,
and commit to peace.

Jaishankar discusses ways to
end Russia-Ukraine conflict
with Ukrainian counterpart

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Ukraine
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba during a meeting on the
sidelines of the 19th ASEAN-India Summit, in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Saturday, Nov. 12.

PPhhnnoomm  PPeennhh::  Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with
Ambassador of India to Cambodia Devyani Uttam
Khobragade and Cambodian Senate President Samdech
Vibol Sena Pheakdey Say Chhum, in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Saturday, Nov. 12.

Consul General of India in Atlanta, Swati Kulkarni inter-
acts with spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravishankar during a
ceremony organised to present the Gandhi Peace
Pilgrimage award to the latter, in Atlanta. 

US President Joe Biden (C) attends the ASEAN-US Summit
during the 40th and 41st Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Summits in Phnom Penh on November 12.
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Congratulations to
England cricket team

Huge congratulations to
all England cricket team.
What an outstanding win!
Not in my wildest dreams
did I think England would
coast to victory over such a
much hyped good India
team. Brilliant perform-
ance by England! Its skip-
per Josh Butler is already a
legend in the IPL and peo-
ple pay extra pennies to see
him there. Now he showed
what he can do on the world
stage. On the other hand,
India skipper Rohit Sharma
did the exact opposite. His
failures as a batsman
rubbed off on his captaincy.
He lacked energy and could
not inspire his team. This is
not the day of India. If not
then why England’s three
previous run chases in the
competition, against
Afghanistan, Ireland and Sri
Lanka, were all uncomfort-
able but this was a team
transformed. They took a
quite different approach to
their innings to India,
England reached 170 with all
10 wickets and four overs to
spare, Hales (who scored 86
off 47) and Buttler (80 off 49)
producing not just the
largest but in any sense you
like the greatest opening
partnership in England’s
Twenty20 history. On the
other side taking into ac-
count all of its advantages,
including the size of the pop-
ulation, the dominance of
cricket in its sporting cul-
ture and the power and
wealth of the BCCI, India
must be one of the most
under-performing teams in
any sport on the planet.
Truly feeble effort from
them today. Largely passive
batting and fielding, particu-
larly I had to laugh at
Shami's fielding when his
relay throw went over the
other fielder's head -
summed up the game at that
point to be honest.
Whatsoever, for the finals, it
will be English batting
against Pakistan pace.
However the key players for
both sides will be their leg
spinners. Congrats England!
If Woods is fit, they are the
best team in the tournament.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Need new team
It was an international

shame for the Indian team
to timidly lose to England in
a knockout match. The
team was washed out and
lost their face for playing a
deciding match so irrespon-
sibly. The team needs over-
hauling. Younger, energetic
and settled players should
be roped in. Older players
are a spent force and should
call it a day. Even replacing
the captain and coach with
more talented ones is the
need of the hour.

Maheshwer Sharma,
by mail
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People show their identification cards as they travel via a ropeway to cast their votes during the Himachal Pradesh Assembly
elections, in Kullu, Saturday, Nov. 12.

HP ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

T he ongoing global climate summit, COP27, in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, is the first global climate summit to be held in

Africa since 2016 and the first to have a strong focus on food and
agriculture. The location and the focus are important. Africa today is
at the epicenter of an escalating series of humanitarian crises prima-
rily caused by the impact of  climate change on food production. To
put it very mildly, it is very unfortunate that agriculture and food are
neglected in climate negotiations. A meagre three per cent of public
funding for climate change is earmarked for agriculture and food,
even though this sector is responsible  for  one-third  of  greenhouse
gas emissions. It is often seen at every UN Climate Change
Conference, the NGOs, scientists and even international institutions
harp on the same criticism. In most debates, agriculture and food are
pushed to the background, even though the sector represents one-
third of man-made greenhouse gas emissions and agricultural pro-
ducers are among the populations most directly affected by climate
change. Both a victim of and contributor to climate change, the agri-
cultural sector cannot be ignored if the Paris Agreement's objective
of not exceeding +2°C compared to the pre-industrial era has to be
met. But far from the attention given to the transport or energy sec-
tors, food has so far only been addressed  marginally  at  institutional
discussions on climate change – on the sidelines or as a tangent to
debates on other subjects, say experts. For the first time, a day will
be dedicated to agriculture in the official COP schedule, on
November 12, it will be preceded by a round table with high-level po-
litical representatives. The  war  in  Ukraine  has  highlighted  the im-
balances in global food systems and this year's agricultural harvests
have also been affected by extreme drought in both the South and
the North and by devastating floods in Pakistan and Nigeria.
Unfortunately, climate negotiations have proven to be a missed op-
portunity to address those issues. But, this time there will be dedi-
cated discussions on food and agriculture at the first official Food
and  Agriculture Pavilion hosted by the United Nation’s Food and
Agriculture Organisation, CGIAR and The  Rockefeller  Foundation  at
the  climate conference. This comes at a crucial time. The unprece-
dented drought situation in Europe, the United States and Africa, the
heat wave that impacted India’s wheat crop and floods and droughts
in Pakistan and China are all stark evidence of how food production
is at risk from extreme    weather    events.    Organisations repre-
senting over  350  million  farmers  and producers wrote an open let-
ter to world leaders November 7. They warned that global food secu-
rity is at risk unless governments boost adaptation finance for small-
scale production and promote a shift to more diverse, low-input agri-
culture. Agriculture is, thus, a victim of climate change. But it is also
responsible for more than a third of all greenhouse gas emissions.
Experts blame the bulk of the emissions from the sector on industrial
agriculture and highlight a dire need to make a shift to agro-ecology.
That means working with nature and local communities to support
food security, livelihoods, biodiversity and help to buffer tempera-
ture extremes and sequester carbon.

T he world is on the
cusp of a solar revo-

lution. Not only is solar the
world’s most abundant and
clean energy source, with its
widespread acceptance, it
has become the common en-
ergy imperative to drive in-
ternational climate action.
Many countries now have
well-established policies and
regulations, giving it the
scale and affordability that
global climate action asks
for. Solar energy is playing a
key role not only in the de-
veloping world to tackle en-
ergy access and energy secu-
rity, but also in developed
countries to facilitate ener-
gy transition through inte-
gration with battery energy
storage, electric vehicle
charging infrastructure, and
hydrogen production.

Despite technological su-
periority over other energy
technologies in terms of
cost, simplicity and ease of
maintenance, modularity,
and range of applications,
solar is facing an important
challenge that needs to be ad-
dressed. The global photo-
voltaic (PV) manufacturing
supply chain is concentrated
in a handful of countries,

which resulted in recent
price surges because of the
choking of existing limited
supply chains. These disrup-
tions have raised important
questions.

The Covid-19 crisis, lead-
ing to record commodity
prices owing to multilateral
challenges, have all focused
attention on the high re-
liance on some countries for
imports of energy, raw mate-
rials and manufacturing
goods that are key to their
energy security. The added
challenge is in the procure-
ment of solar panels. It is es-
timated that the global de-
mand for solar PV, at the
very minimum, will need a
cumulative capacity of 5,000
gigawatts (GW) by 2030.
However, given the falling
prices of solar and initia-
tives being taken across the
world, the estimates could
be nearer 10,000 GW. This
means an annual capacity
addition of PV of about
800–1,000 GW each year,
which had until now been
limited to 200GW.

As we go to a future where
five times the current capac-
ity will need to be shipped,
we will need to build re-
silient, diversified supply
chains. Countries can im-
prove resilience by diversi-
fying their supply chains.
The best way to support the
development of solar PV
manufacturing projects is
direct support to upstream
actors, for instance through
financial incentives such as
tax exemptions, low-cost fi-
nancing or direct subsidies
(for example, land or infra-
structure investments).

Triggering demand and
stimulating downstream
players, therefore, is also an
efficient way to develop the
industry, but it must neces-
sarily be followed by further
investments. India has re-
cently conducted a success-
ful production-linked incen-
tives (PLI) scheme to en-
courage manufacturing in
solar PV. Bidders for proj-
ects under this would set up
and run manufacturing fa-
cilities that will span the en-
tire production cycle from
making polysilicon, ingots,
wafers, cells and panels of
high efficiency.

The long-term financial
sustainability of the solar
PV manufacturing sector is
critical for rapid and cost-ef-
fective clean energy transi-
tions. Rapid growth, com-
bined with long lead times
for projects, increases the
risk of supply and demand
mismatches, which can lead
to cost increases and supply
shortages. The net profitabil-
ity of the solar PV sector for
all supply chain segments
has been volatile. Thus, vul-
nerabilities across trading
routes need to be hedged by
supportive policies.

Increased cooperation
among countries will be the
backbone of energy transi-
tion, propelling investment
and creating millions of new
green jobs. While govern-
ments and stakeholders have
begun to pay increasing at-
tention to solar PV manufac-
turing, more needs to be
done. The strategic impor-
tance of this sector in a rap-
idly decarbonising world re-
quires like-minded coun-

tries to act together. It is ex-
pected that module manufac-
turing will be occurring
everywhere. There is need
for support in early years
and as a global community,
we need to support countries
in enabling an environment
for manufacturing. With 110
member and signatory coun-
tries, the International Solar
Alliance is making efforts to
bring about this change.

Newer technologies will
come into the market, in-
cluding solar-plus batteries
becoming competitive. New
solar PV manufacturing fa-
cilities along the supply
chain could attract billions
in investment by 2030.
Annual investment levels
need to double throughout
the supply chain.
Polysilicon, ingots and
wafers manufacturing are
the critical stages and would
need to attract the majority
of investments to support
growing demand. Solar ener-
gy is available in abundance,
there is no suitable technolo-
gy other than solar that al-
lows households and com-
munities to become self-suf-
ficient in terms of energy.
Grid-interactive mini grids
and community rooftop
solar installations will en-
able this shift. Solar energy
is the one which could be-
come the cornerstone of the
net-zero India that we are
aiming to see in 2070.

(Writer is the minister of
power and new & renewable
energy, India and president,

International Solar
Alliance. The views ex-
pressed are personal.) 

Sabyasachi Dutta

M etaphorically speaking
a tectonic shift has

been noticed in the business
world, post-Covid. The way
most of the companies success-
fully waded through the tur-
moil speaks volumes regarding
their ability to handle a crisis
of such enormous magnitude.
How companies recalibrated
themselves and ran through
their operations marrying
technology with innovation
also received wholesome
praise. Special laurels were
showered on those leaders who
rose to the occasion and dis-
played exemplary leadership
attributes. One concept that
gained traction during this
time was the ‘Servant
Leadership’ in which the com-
mon pyramidal corporate hier-
archies have been turned up-
side down and instead pro-
pounded a new one that puts
employees at the top with a
leader inspiring them from the
bottom.

Leaders in such a structure
are endowed with a serve-first
mindset that aims at empower-

ing people who work around
them. They believe in serving
instead of commanding, show-
ing humility instead of bran-
dishing unilateral authority,
and focussing on the needs of
others before their own. They
take care of their team’s pro-
fessional and personal goals,
involve them in the decision-
making process, and build a
sense of belongingness.
Noticeably this leads to higher
engagement, more trust, and
stronger bond between team
members and other stakehold-
ers. In short, a servant leader
acts beyond the transactional
aspects of management and
strives to merge employees’
sense of purpose with the com-
pany’s mission. The phrase
‘Servant Leadership’ was first
coined by Robert K. Greenleaf
in his 1970 essay, ‘The Servant
as Leader’. However, it's a
model that people have used for
centuries tracing its roots back
to the 5th century BC notes of
Chinese philosophers.

Some dominant traits
Servant Leaders display are:

1. Good Listening skill and
observing non-verbal cues.

These im-
bued qual-
ities could
help a per-
son read
any situa-
tion or
issue bet-
ter and
with sharper clarity.

2. Empathy: Valuing others'
perspectives and caring for
them helps the leader estab-
lish trust and rapport.

3. Healing: Servant leaders
should be supportive of
their teams both physically
and mentally. They should
look at the holistic wellness
of those they lead.

4. Awareness: One should be
aware to know inherent
strengths and weaknesses. It
is the ability to introspect,
check emotions and see how
their behaviour affects peo-
ple in the surrounding.

5. Persuasion: Effective use of
persuasion – rather than au-
thority – to encourage people
and build consensus around
a decision is a hallmark trait
of a servant leader.

6. Conceptualization: This

characteristic relates to
one’s ability to ‘dream great
dreams’ and lead members
beyond the mundane to the
ambitious realm.

7. Foresight: Ability to predict
the future from past experi-
ences and by identifying
what's happening at present.
Servant leaders need to keep
a constant eye on the crystal
ball and blow whistle at is-
sues that might impact the
organization.

8. Stewardship: It’s about the
leaders’ commitment and
accountability for their
teams as complete onus for
things that happen in a com-
pany, eventually lies with
them.

9. Fostering Growth: Servant
leaders should sincerely en-
deavour for the personal and
professional development of
their team members.

10.Building Community: To
develop a sense of kinship
by knitting diverse work-
forces into an egalitarian
community within an or-
ganization.
Having understood the

strong value proposition

Servant Leadership can her-
ald in the present context, it
is also important not to over-
look the cons by getting
swayed of its pros. Just like
any other leadership style
Servant Leadership too has
some downsides like:
• Servant Leaders can be per-

ceived as ‘weak’ or ‘shirker’
• If not strong willed they can

get influenced by manipula-
tive staff

• They should have the
strength to withstand emo-
tional bullying by those seek-
ing favours

• They should be competent
enough to draw a line and not
go overboard empowering
inept staff, if so noticed.

To conclude, it is
worth noting that servant
leaders ought to be both ser-
vant and leader morphed
into one individual who
could skilfully oscillate be-
tween two personae as situa-
tions demand.

(Writer is a Country General
Manager of a British MNC in

India. Views expressed here
are personal)

Servant Leadership: Putting people first
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KAJAL CHATTERJEE

A full-fledged human being writhing in pain after developing
labour. Yet the Karnataka hospital authorities insisted on the

identity of the Tamil Nadu woman in the form of Aadhaar and on fail-
ing to produce it, she was denied admission and allowed to die along
with her twin new-borns. Perhaps this heartlessly ridiculous scene
can get witnessed only in such a society where official formalities
can override all basic norms of minimum sense of humanity.  Didn't
Aadhaar get conceived merely as an instrument to transfer subsidies
to the eligible recipients. However, today production of Aadhaar is
being religiously demanded literally from hospital maternity ward to
cremation/burial ground! And of course without taking care to en-
sure that each and every Indian has been equipped with such a card
which has been turned into the "be all and end all" of an Indian's
identity. The insistence on Aadhaar and related technological for-
malities has taken the lives of many Indians in various parts of the
country. In the  later half of 2017, it was in Simdega district.
Jharkhand. Santoshi Kumari --- 11 year old little flower of a poorest
of poor family. School closed for the long festival season ---- Durga
Puja to Diwali. So no provision of mid-day meals also. Now, the fami-
ly could have collected ration at subsidised rate. Yet food items were
denied to the family because they had committed an "unpardonable
sin" in the technologically elite India of attaining Mars orbit! Their
ration card was yet to be linked to AADHAAR. So after suffering
pangs of acute hunger for a week, the little Santoshi breathed her
last in the last week of September 2017. Even many poor people of
remote areas often get deprived of subsidized grains(though Ration
cards linked with Aadhaar) from shops due to "failure of the System"
ie "link failure" day after day. Unable to provide food to innumerable
people including the vulnerable children, regularly coming up with
cracking "centuries" in World Hunger Index; yet no shame in getting
immersed in the blind zeal of technology even when the meal of the
hungry lot get scandalously snatched by the "system" ! So in this so-
ciety,  technology and formality is much more valuable than the lives
of helpless people and children (including that of unborn babies in
the womb). In a country where "Digital India" gets flaunted with
much celebration with "nationalists" boasting of "technological ad-
vancement"; compassion towards fellow human beings (specially
downtrodden section) seems to be the last thing in the conscious-
ness of this class-obsessed society. And not only remote Simdega of
"backward" Jharkhand, glittering "modern" glamour-imposed New
Delhi has also seen precious lives of three Ration Card-less poor chil-
dren getting nipped in the bud in August 2018. Now it is high time
stern questions need to be asked ---- "Are technology and official for-
malities for human beings? Or are human beings for technology and
formalities"? If the latter is true; then let Aadhaar, Ration cards, link-
age of various cards get officially declared as having precedence
over lives of common Indians as well and let us dance upon their
dead bodies by emitting shrill noise of our "technological leap"! But
if the former is true, then the "elite" Indians of Mars Orbit IT
Revolution or Sensex should hang their heads in shame following
such regular assault on humanity through the pretext of "absent" or
"non-linked" Aadhaar. Lastly, if possession of Ration card, Aadhaar
gets made mandatory in every possible sector to draw various serv-
ices, then at first it must be ensured that such cards have been is-
sued to every citizen of India. And even if digitisation and technologi-
cal advancement get implemented in crucial sectors like subsidised
food distribution (linkage of Ration card with Aadhaar); still the old
traditional procedures should not be discarded all together so that if
"The System" fails, the earlier more intimate human procedures
would do the job. Else it would be as suicidal as doing away with
staircase in a skyscraper "boasting" of high speed elevator.

LET  HUMANITY BE ACCORDED
HIGHEST PRIORITY 

Solar energy can help India achieve net zero

COP27: Agriculture sector
vs climate change

RK SINGH



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  13,  2022

BRIEF

Green hydrogen 

Mumbai:Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
held talks with Avaada
Group for setting up a
green hydrogen project
worth Rs 45,000 crore in
the state.The project
can generate employ-
ment for 12,000 persons,
he said.The Eknath
Shinde-led
Maharashtra govern-
ment was recently
under fire after a semi-
conductor project by
Vedanta-Foxconn and
military aircraft project
of Tata-Airbus were
bagged by Gujarat.
"Had a very detailed
meeting with team
Avaada Group led by
Vineet Mittal on green
hydrogen,an important
anchor of future ener-
gy transition as a part
of Hon PM Narendra
Modi ji's vision,"
Fadnavis tweeted.

Logistics cost
New Delhi: The PM
Gati Shakti initiative
would help accelerate
transportation, cut lo-
gistics cost, and bring
synergy among min-
istries, Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said.
The PM GatiShakti -
National Master Plan
(NMP) was an-
nounced last year
with an aim to break
departmental silos
and bring in more ho-
listic and integrated
planning and execu-
tion of projects with a
view to addressing the
issues related to
multi-modal and last-
mile connectivity. It
aims at promoting in-
tegrated planning and
synchronised imple-
mentation of infra-
structure projects
across the country.

Double capacity

New Delhi: Union
power minister R K
Singh directed NTPC
to more than double
its capacity by 2030.
India's installed power
capacity will be at a
level of 800 GW by the
year 2030, he said at
the 48th Raising Day
of NTPC here. "NTPC
must contribute at
least 25 per cent to 800
GW level," he said.
NTPC's current in-
stalled capacity is
70,000 megawatt, in-
cluding thermal and
renewable sources.
NTPC must increase
its capacity as the de-
mand for power will
continue to grow in
India and the compa-
ny must eye for a larg-
er share in the mar-
ket, he said. On the
India's power sector,
he said, the country is
doing well in the ener-
gy space. Various
countries are facing
energy crisis. The cost
of power there have
grown by 6 times.
However, in India
there was no such
issue. "We have met
the demand in the
country. There was
not even load shed-
ding in India. We did
not see prices going
up here," the minister
said. NTPC, under the
ministry of power, is
the country's largest
power producing com-
pany.

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Saturday said there was
no need to change the in-
flation target despite the
central bank's failure to
keep it below the 6 per cent
upper tolerance level for 9
consecutive months while
exuding confidence that
the October print will be
less than 7 per cent.
Inflation has been trend-
ing above the RBI's upper
tolerance level of 6 per
cent since January this
year. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Act mandates

that in the case of the in-
flation target not being
met for three consecutive
quarters, the central bank
has to submit a report to
the government explain-
ing the reasons and detail
the remedial actions it will
be taking to check the
price rise. Earlier this
month, a special meeting

of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) was
held to finalise the report
explaining the reasons for
missing the inflation tar-
get for three quarters. This
was the first time since the
onset of the Monetary
Policy Framework which
came into effect in 2016
that the RBI explained its
actions in a report to the
government. Speaking at
the HT Leadership
Summit on Saturday, Das
said there is no need to
change the goal post for in-
flation targeting as higher
than 6 per cent inflation
would hurt growth. As per
the mandate given to the
Reserve Bank by the
Union Government, the
central bank is required to

ensure that retail inflation
remains at 4 per cent with
a margin of 2 per cent on
either side.

Quoting an RBI internal
research, Das said infla-
tion above 6 per cent for
India would be detrimen-
tal to growth. It will be
counterproductive be-
cause the financial savings
and investment climate
will be hit and India will
lose the confidence of in-
ternational investors if in-
flation remains above 6
per cent for a prolonged
period, he noted. The infla-
tion band of 2-6 per cent
also provides RBI enough
policy space to use during
times of stress, as was
done during the COVID-19
pandemic.

No need to change inflation
target of 2-6 pc: RBI Governor
̈ October print will be

less than 7 per cent

Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari  said the retail
component in NHAI's
InVIT bonds will be dou-
bled to 50 per cent.

Speaking at a meeting
held here virtually, the
Union minister for road
transport and highways
said the debut issue of the
National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)
infrastructure investment
trust (InVIT) got a good re-
sponse, and every com-
mon citizen of the country
can play a role in nation
building by helping fi-
nance the infrastructure.
"We have reserved 25 per
cent of InVIT bond for re-
tail investors. Now we are
planning to increase this
limit to 50 per cent,"
Gadkari said. Citizens can
invest anything upward of
Rs 10,000 and get a return

of 8.5 per cent per annum
on their investments,
Gadkari said, thanking
the investor community
for the over subscription
of seven times in the maid-
en bond issuance of Rs
1,500 crore which listed
last month. Speaking to an
audience comprising insti-
tutional investors, the
minister made a plea for
more money saying the
government's resources
are limited. He stressed

that all the projects being
brought before the in-
vestors are financially vi-
able ones with attractive
internal rates of returns,
and putting money into
them will also help in na-
tion building.

Citing various initia-
tives where there is a
thrust on domestic alter-
natives which substitute
imports, like mobile phone
manufacturing through
the production linked in-
centive scheme, Gadkari
said there is a need to
work together for "eco-
nomic nationalism".

"We wish to bring a cul-
tural shift among the
mindset of the people,"
Gadkari said. Stating that
students are going out of
the country for education,
he said, we should create
private institutions offer-
ing quality education
within the country.

Gadkari says govt mulling to double
retail component in NHAI InVIT bonds

New Delhi, Nov 11: 

India has emerged as
one of the fastest-growing
major economies in the
world and is expected to be
one of the top three eco-
nomic powers globally
over the next 10-15 years,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.
Speaking at the US-India
Businesses and
Investment Opportunities
event here, Sitharaman
said, the global economic
outlook remains challeng-
ing and the Indian econo-
my is not insulated from
the impact of global eco-
nomic developments.
However, she said, India
has carved out its growth
trajectory supported by
the above-normal south-
west monsoon, public in-
vestment, strong corpo-

rate balance sheets, up-
beat consumer and busi-
ness confidence and reced-
ing threat of the Covid
pandemic.

"India has emerged as
one of the fastest-growing
major economies in the
world. It has recently sur-
passed the UK to become
the fifth-largest economy
in the world and is expect-
ed to be one of the top
three economic powers
globally over the next 10-15
years," she said. Listing
out some of the important
measures taken by the

government to boost the
economy, the finance min-
ister mentioned about
Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes
across sectors, PM
GatiShakti programme
and semiconductor mis-
sion. "We recognise for-
eign capital flows as a vital
component of India's
growth story. Key reforms
include simplification and
rationalisation of the
Foreign Portfolio Investor
(FPI) regulations, increase
in aggregate foreign in-
vestment limit, introduc-
tion of Common
Application Form (CAF)
for registration of FPIs,
and opening of new chan-
nels of debt investments
like the Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR)
and Fully Accessible
Route (FAR)," she said.

India to be one of top three economic
powers in next 10-15 years: FM

New Delhi, Nov 12:  

US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen on Friday
said India is an indispen-
sable partner to the
United States, and
Washington is looking
forward to support New
Delhi's presidency in G20
to achieve shared global
priorities. She was speak-
ing at the US-India
Businesses and
Investment Opportunities
event here. Addressing
the event, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said India
has emerged as one of the
fastest-growing major
economies in the world.
India has recently sur-
passed the UK to become
the fifth-largest economy

in the world and is expect-
ed to be one of the top
three economic powers
globally over the next 10-
15 years, she said.

The economic ties be-

tween the two countries
are touching new heights.
The US is India's biggest
trading partner and the
bilateral trade has
reached an all-time high

of over USD 150 billion in
2021.

Yellen, who is on an of-
ficial visit to India, said
as US President Biden
said earlier this year,
India is an indispensable
partner to the United
States. "That's particular-
ly true today. I believe
that these urgent chal-
lenges are bringing India
and the United States
closer together than ever
before," she said. The bi-
lateral partnership is es-
pecially crucial as India
prepares to assume the
G20 presidency. Over the
next year, "we look for-
ward to supporting
India's presidency and
making progress on our
shared global priorities",
she said.

India indispensable partner to
United States, says Janet Yellen

US Secretary of Treasury Janet L. Yellen with Microsoft India
President Anant Maheshwari and others during an interaction
with business leaders amid a visit to the Microsoft India
Development Center, in Noida.

New Delhi, Nov 12:  

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday urged the
textiles industry to focus
on quality products to
meet the demands of the
global market, and called
for proactive steps to en-
sure that weavers and
craftsmen get better prices
for their products. Goyal
called for proactive action
including better designs,
higher quality, packaging
and marketing to ensure
weavers get better prices
for their products in the in-
ternational market, ac-
cording to a textile min-
istry statement. He said
this while interacting with
the stakeholders of hand-
loom, handicrafts and tex-
tiles industry at Deendayal
Hastkala in Varanasi. The

Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and Textiles,
inspected the trade facilita-
tion centre set up for
weavers and craftsmen of
Varanasi. He expressed
satisfaction over the facili-
ties available at the centre
and said tourists coming to
the city should be told
about this facility so that
they visit and shop from
here, benefitting the
weavers of Varanasi.

Goyal urges textiles industry
to focus on quality products
̈ To cater to global market Mumbai, Nov 12: 

Philanthropist Rohini
Nilekani on Friday said
that there is no backlash
against the wealthy in
India, despite the in-
equities in the society.
Nilekani, wife of Infosys
co-founder Nandan
Nilekani, said ideally, no
society or government will
tolerate runaway wealth
creation by a few, but
added that India is an ex-
ception to it. "I think in
India, there is not so much
backlash against the
wealthy. And the wealthy
therefore have even more
responsibility to use that
wealth wisely because of
so much inequity in the so-
ciety," Nilekani said speak-
ing at the annual Tata
Litlive here. The com-
ments come at a time
when multiple bodies, in-

cluding the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), have flagged con-
cerns over the rising in-
come inequality in the so-
ciety. Many observers have
said that India is undergo-
ing a 'K-shaped' growth
where the rich are getting
richer while the less fortu-
nate slide down towards
peril. Nilekani said
Indians are generally
more optimistic about

wealth creation and "we
ought to chase the goal as
well", but underlined that
the privileged also have to
do more by ensuring that
the wealth they have creat-
ed is used for larger public
good. There is also a need
for the privileged class to
engage more with public
services, she said, pointing
out that in the last few
decades the moneyed
classes have "seceded"
from such pursuits.

Nilekani pointed to the
recent flooding in
Bengaluru as an event be-
cause of such secession
from what ought to be
done. "The elite have just
seceded from public serv-
ices and quite happily over
the last several
decades...we have every-
thing private, from water
to electricity to schools to
healthcare.

No backlash against the wealthy in
India despite inequities: Rohini Nilekani

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

Gross collection of tax on
corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly 31
per cent so far in the cur-
rent fiscal year to Rs 10.54
lakh crore, the tax depart-
ment said on Friday. This
includes a 41 per cent
growth in personal income
tax (including Securities
Transaction Tax) mop up
and 22 per cent increase in
corporate tax revenues over
the same period last year.
After adjusting for refunds,
the net direct tax collec-
tions between April 1-
November 10 stood at Rs
8.71 lakh crore, which is
61.31 per cent of the Budget
estimates (BE) for the full-
year tax collection target,

the department said. The
Budget had estimated di-
rect tax collection at Rs
14.20 lakh crore this fiscal,
higher than Rs 14.10 lakh
crore collected last fiscal
(2021-22). Tax on corporate
and individual income
makes up for direct taxes.

"Direct Tax collections
up to 10th November, 2022
show that gross collections
are at Rs. 10.54 lakh crore
which is 30.69 per cent high-
er than the gross collections
for the corresponding peri-
od of last year," as per a
statement. Refunds
amounting to Rs 1.83 lakh
crore have been issued be-
tween April 1-November 10,
61 per cent higher than
what was issued in the cor-
responding period last year.
After adjusting for refunds,
net direct tax collection
stood at Rs 8.71 lakh crore,
25.71 per cent higher over
the year-ago period.

Gross direct tax revenue jumps
31 pc to Rs 10.54 lakh cr

̈ Net collections
cross 61 pc of
Budget target

New Delhi, Nov 12: 

Smart wearable de-
vices shipment in India
grew by over 56 per cent
to 37.2 million units in the
quarter ended September
2022, market research and
analysis firm IDC said on
Friday. Imagine
Marketing, which sells
products under the BoAT
brand name, led the mar-
ket with 32.1 per cent
market share. The wear-
able device segment,
which comprises smart-
watches, wrist band and
earwear, recorded 75 mil-
lion units of shipments
in the first nine months of
2022. "Vendors continued
to remain aggressive in
their shipments to build
inventory for the festive

season (August-October)
supported by high-decibel
marketing and promo-
tional activities across
channels. Heavy dis-
counting and offers were
also rolled out during on-
line sales events resulting
in a 13.6 per cent YoY de-
cline in average selling
price (ASP) in the third
quarter of 2022," IDC said
in its India Monthly
Wearable Device Tracker
report.

Smartwatch segment
grew by 178.8 per cent on
year-over-year (YoY)
basis to over 12 million
units in September 2022
quarter from 4.3 million.
"As smartwatches con-
tinue to be in high de-
mand across varied cus-
tomer segments, the need

for better specifica-
tions/accurate monitor-
ing will be key. We will
see bigger screen size (of
1.8 to 1.99 inch),
AMOLED display, physi-
cal or e-Sim connectivity
in the affordable seg-
ment, while the premium
segment moves towards
more offerings with
curved, edge-to-edge
screens and near filed
communications enabled
for payment," IDC India
Senior Market Analyst
for Client Devices Vikas
Sharma said.

Earwear shipment
grew by 33.6 per cent to
over 25 million units in
September quarter from
18.73 million units in the
year ago period.

"Earwear accounted

for 67.3 per cent of the
overall wearables catego-
ry. Truly wireless (TWS)
dominated with 57.6 per
cent share growing by
94.4 per cent YoY, teth-
ered grew by 2.5 per cent,
while over-the-ear de-
clined by more than 50
per cent in the third
quarter of 2022," the re-
port said. The growth in
the wearable segment
was mitigated by ear-
wears that recorded
about 81 per cent dip in
shipment to 1,42,000
units. Noise stood second
with a 13.8 per cent mar-
ket share while Fire Boltt
pipped OnePlus to occu-
py third place with 8.9
per cent share. OnePlus
had 8.2 per cent market
share during the quarter.

Varanasi, Nov 12:  

India's economy will not
be strong unless the logis-
tics system is improved, so
the government is speed-
ing up infrastructure proj-
ects, Union Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said. Addressing
the 'PM Gati Shakti
Multimodal Waterways
Summit 2022' here,
Sonowal said there are 111
waterways in the country
and the steps that the gov-
ernment has taken to im-
prove logistics have made
significant progress to-
wards making India self-
reliant.

Also speaking at the
event, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said the PM
Gati Shakti National
Master Plan is providing
the much needed impetus

to projects and has
emerged to be a key
growth driver. "No one has
an effective tool like PM
Gati Shakti, not even the
most developed nations in
the world," Goyal added.
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the entire country is
watching the progress that
is being made in every
field through the PM Gati
Shakti scheme. Uttar
Pradesh is a key benefici-

ary of the scheme and has
sufficient water resources
available which will accel-
erate the pace of develop-
ment, he added. At the
event, a new website for
Trade Facilitation Centre
for Inland Water and
Coastal Transport was
also launched for users of
waterways and coastal
shipping to access rele-
vant operational and com-
mercial information. A
memorandum of under-
standing between Inland
Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI) and Cochin
Shipyard Ltd for electric-
battery powered hybrid
catamarans for Assam
was also signed at the
summit. The PM Gati
Shakti National Master
Plan aims at providing
multimodal connectivity
infrastructure to various
SEZs and enhancing logis-
tical efficiency.

India wearable market grows 56 pc to 
37.2 million units in Jul-September: IDC

Govt speeding up infra projects to strengthen
logistics sector, boost economy, says Sonowal

D
irect-
or P.S
Mithr

an's superhit
spy thriller

'Sardar', featuring
Karthi in the lead, will

release on OTT on
November 18.

The Tamil and

Telugu versions of the
edgy, engrossing, and en-
tertaining spy thriller,
which also features
Raashii Khanna, Rajisha
Vijayan, Chunky Panday
and Laila in pivotal roles,
will release on the OTT
platform Aha.

'Sardar' revolves
around Vijay Prakash
(Karthi), a publicity-hun-
gry cop, haunted by the
spectre of being a trai-
tor's son. The turning
point in Vijay Prakash's
life comes when Samira
(Laila), an activist cam-
paigning against privati-
sation of water bodies
dies mysteriously.

Vijay Prakash tries to
find out the killers, only
to unearth a complex
web of lies and deceit. He

realises the gravi-
ty of the situation
and understands
that this could put
the nation in dan-
ger. At the centre
of it all is Rathore,
an evil business-

man (Chunky
Panday). Vijay Prakash

realises that the only per-
son who can foil
Rathore's nefarious plans
is his superspy father (co-
denamed Sardar), who is
living in exile... Karthi,
who plays a dual role in
the film, said: "Being part
of an enigmatic story
was the biggest lucrative
reason for me to be a part
of 'Sardar'. I knew we
were making something
special and huge which
was elevated with the au-
dience's warm and
tremendous reception.

Keerti Nagpure
learned Tandav in

a day for ‘Pyaar
Ka Pehla Naam’

T
V actress Keerti Nagpure, who is currently seen in
the show 'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan'
shared her experience of learning Tandav for a

sequence in the show.
She said: This was the first time I have performed Tandav

in my life. At first, when I got to know about this scene, I
was very nervous because I didn't know much about the
details. We all know that it is one of the toughest dance

forms and it takes years of practice to ace it."
Keerti was also seen in the shows 'Desh Ki Beti Nandini' and

'Parichay'. However, she never learned this dance form
which is associated with Lord Shiva and needs a

lot of energy and strength.
She reveals how she learned the steps in a

short span of time. "I had only one day
to rehearse it, so I decided to give my

hundred per cent and learn as much
as I could. Somehow, I managed to

give a one-take performance and
I must say, this dance form

needs a lot of strength, bal-
ance, and a high level of

emotions to express it
right. I really hope the

audience loves my per-
formance." The show

focuses on the love
story of Mohan

(Shabir
Ahluwalia), and
Radha
(Neeharika
Roy). 'Pyaar Ka
Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan'
airs on Zee
TV.

ACROSS

1. A sense

6. Con game

10. Ship's staff

14. Atlantic or Pacific

15. Advertising symbol

16. Golfer's goal

17. Form

18. Three feet

19. Alleviate

20. Large truck

21. Wobbled

23. Probabilities

27. Discharge

28. Very skinny

32. Prickly plants

36. Yearly (2 wds.)

37. Rhino feature

38. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

39. Spanish women

43. "Oh, give ____ home..." (2 wds.)

44. Play personnel

46. Amulet

48. Winter forecast

50. Bargain

51. Wine-producing valley

53. Visualized

54. Pilots

58. Military supplies

62. Inert gas

63. Tehran's land

65. Pub mug

66. Salamander

67. Aria

68. Wrathful

69. Memorable periods

70. Water container

71. Speaks wildly

DOWN

1. Hurl

2. Hurt

3. Fabric joint

4. Cassava starch

5. Opposite of WSW

6. Like a fox

7. Outerwear

8. Came to terms

9. Internet access device

10. Speedy cat

11. Jungle sound

12. If not

13. Unwanted plant

22. Nervous twitch

24. Uproars

25. Copenhagen native

26. Daze

28. Heroic tales

29. Olympic award

30. Moved upward

31. Ham it up

33. Punctuation mark

34. Goody

35. Silly

40. Scraps of cloth

41. Balm

42. Locale

45. Renters

47. Singer Frank ____

49. Create lace

50. Not wide

52. Self-assurance

54. Actress ____ Bancroft

55. Swerve

56. Midwest state

57. Discount event

59. Intend

60. Catcher's glove

61. Wallet stuffers

64. Neither's partner

65. Polite address
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I
magine being stuck
in a world where our
electronic devices

come to life? A world
where phones, laptops
and other gadgets con-
trol you and you are the
only hope to save hu-
manity! Well, ‘The
Mitchells’ are one such
unique family, who are
caught in this unfore-
seen situation as they
race against time to res-
cue the world! This
Children’s Day, &pic-
tures takes audiences
on a thrilling journey
as it brings to all, the
Hindi Television pre-
miere of the critically
acclaimed film, The
Mitchells Vs The
Machines on 14th
November at 11am.
Nominated for the Best
Animated Feature at
the 94th Academy
Awards and having
swept the Best
Animated Feature, at
the 49th Annie Awards,
the animated comedy
film is here to tickle
your funny bone and

take you on a joyous ad-
venture.

An animated comedy
film, The Mitchells Vs
The Machines brings to
light the story of a
young sweet girl, Katie
Mitchell who embarks
upon a road trip with
her proud parents,
younger brother and
her beloved dog. Their
plans to bond and spend
time together as a fami-
ly are disrupted when
all the electronic de-
vices of the world come
to life and are set to

stage an uprising. With
the sudden on-set of
machines taking over
the world and creating
unrest, the Mitchells
emerge as humanity’s
last hope to save the
planet. Finding them-
selves helpless in the
midst of robots and ma-
chines the quirky and
relatable Mitchell’s
stick together through
it all and gear up to
fight against the robots.
Packaged with ele-
ments of humour, ad-
venture and thrills, The

Mitchells Vs The
Machines is set to take
the audiences, kids and
their families on power-
packed adventure as
they try to save the
world and fight against
the machines.

Will The Mitchells
rescue the world from
the captivity of ma-
chines? Tune into &pic-
tures for the Hindi
Television premiere of
The Mitchells Vs The
Machines on 14th
November at 11am, to
find out.

&pictures to premiere ‘The Mitchells
Vs The Machines’ on Nov 14

G
one are the days when chil-
dren spent time outdoors
playing in the sun and run-

ning around. While kids play in the
playgrounds in their neighbour-
hood, it is mostly cricket, swings or
rides. Moreover, gadgets, smart-
phones and tablets have substituted
outdoor games, with children con-
stantly glued to online gaming. The
simple pleasure of playing outside
evokes nostalgia. Children running
around, playing games like Gilli
Danda, Kancha, Pithu etc., have
been lost somewhere. On Children’s
Day, &TV artists get nostalgic, talk
about these long-lost childhood
games, and encourage children to
go out and play! These include Neha
Joshi (Yashoda, Doosri Maa),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori Bhabi,

Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai). Neha Joshi,
essaying Yashoda in &TV’s show
Doosri Maa, shares, “My childhood
was fun. I used to stay in Nashik,
and many cousins used to stay
around. We had a long list of games
to play whenever we got together—
starting with Lukka Chhupi (Hide

and Seek). It was our favourite of
all time. Apart from that, kho-kho
and lagori were a few games we
used to enjoy. I recall our elders be-
coming irritated with us because
we were so engrossed in our games
that even after listening, they would
call us back home or request food,
and we would continue playing de-
spite this. The innocence of those
games will never come back. The
fun of a virtual world with elabo-
rate graphics and multi-players
cannot simply match the joy of
playing our hearts out, even if there
is dust, dirt, and scorching sun. So,
this Children's Day, I intend to play
these games on our sets with
Aayudh Bhanushali (Krishna) and
other children of our show, and
while giving them a glimpse of our
childhood days, I would like to re-
joice in those beautiful memories”.

&TV artists get nostalgic about
long-lost childhood games

‘I met my 
husband through

Ajay Devgn’

S
ony Entertainment Television’s
The Kapil Sharma Show, India’s
favorite weekend getaway, is set

for another weekend full of fun,
laughter and surprises. On Sunday,
13th November at 9:30 pm, the super
host Kapil Sharma will be seen
hosting the star cast of Drishyam
2 – Ajay Devgn, Tabu, Shriya
Saran, Ishita Dutta and Mrunal
Jadhav. Along with some candid
tales and hilarious gags, the en-
tire team of Drishyam 2 is in for
a gala time packed with endless
laughter with Kapil’s atrangi
parivaar. Ishita Dutta, will be
seen sharing some interesting an-
ecdotes from the movie and her person-
al life. In an amusing twist of events,
host Kapil will be asking Ishita Dutta
how she and her husband, Vatsal
Sheth met. Responding to this, Ishita
will go on to surprise everyone and
reveal, “I met my husband through
Ajay Sir. I am very happy that he was
our matchmaker.” Tune into The
Kapil Sharma Show, every Saturday
and Sunday at 9:30 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Karthi-starrer 'Sardar' to release
on OTT on November 18

'K
umkum Bhagya'
actress Richa
Rathore recalls au-

ditioning for the show
'Rabb Se Hai Dua' and get-
ting selected for the role of
Ghazal among 130 girls in
Shimla.

She says: "I was in
Shimla when I was offered
this role. Once I bagged
the role, I got to know that
they were auditioning for
Ghazal for a very long
time. In fact, they had au-
ditioned over 130 girls be-
fore choosing me as
Ghazal. To be honest, I was
quite flattered, over-
whelmed and grateful for
everything. I'm sure it will
be interesting for the view-
ers to watch Ghazal's jour-
ney in the show."

Richa Rathore recalls how she
grabbed her role in ‘Rabb Se Hai Dua’

Kangana Ranaut
takes early morning

dancing lessons

B
ollywood actress Kangana Ranaut loves to
utilise her morning the best way possible -
with a dance workout. The actress, who is

currently working on her upcoming directorial
'Emergency', shared a video of herself taking
dancing lessons. The 'Queen' actress took to the
story section of her Instagram on Saturday and
posted a video where she can be seen dancing in
choreographer Terence Lewis's dancing school.
Kangana wrote on the video: "Early morning foot
work with guruji @rajendrachaturvedi and
@seema_purohit". Kangana, who earlier delivered
a box-office debacle with 'Dhaakad', has also been
urging people in her home state of Himachal
Pradesh to cast their votes in the ongoing
Assembly election of the state. On the work front,
Kangana also has 'Tejas' in the pipeline in which
she will essay the role of an IAF fighter pilot. In ad-
dition, she will also be seen in 'Emergency' as the
former Prime Minister of India - Indira Gandhi.
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Melbourne, Nov 12:

A confident England
will look to deny Pakistan
a fairytale finish in
Sunday's Twenty20 World
Cup final and become the
first nation to hold both
global white-ball trophies -
if Melbourne's fickle
weather permits.

Heavy rain could dis-
rupt the Melbourne
Cricket Ground show-
down and even see the
teams crowned joint
champions if unable to
complete a match of at
least 10 overs per side by
the end of the reserve day
on Monday.

However, conditions
should hold up long
enough to deliver a contest
between the two nations
who played for the 50-overs
World Cup 30 years ago at
the MCG.

After shaky starts both
hit top gear in the semi-fi-
nals, with Pakistan easing
to a seven-wicket win over
New Zealand in Sydney
and England humiliating
India by 10 wickets in
Adelaide.

Pakistan, the 2009 cham-
pions, have had a charmed
tournament since pushed
to the brink of elimination
by Zimbabwe, with the
Netherlands helping them
into the semi-finals by
eliminating South Africa.

Thirty years after Imran

Khan's Pakistan claimed
the 1992 World Cup, Babar
Azam's team may feel it is
their destiny to deliver tro-
phy. "Of course the simi-
larities are (there)," Babar
told reporters of the 1992
final.

"But we will try to win
the trophy as it is an hon-
our for me to lead this
team, especially in this big
ground." England, the
reigning 50-overs world
champions, are looking to
win a second global T20
title after their 2010 tri-
umph and to build on the
legacy of former captain
Eoin Morgan, who trans-

formed the team into a
white-ball juggernaut.
New skipper Jos Buttler
had big shoes to fill follow-
ing Morgan's retirement
but has led from the front
with rehabilitated opener
Alex Hales.

Opening partnerships
were decisive in the semi-
finals, with Buttler and
Hales routing India with a
170-run stand the night
after Babar and
Mohammad Rizwan set up
victory over New Zealand
with a 105-run stand. Both
teams' bowlers will be
under pressure to strike
early, lest the game quickly

get away from them.
"Utilising the powerplay to
grab as many wickets will
be essential for the match,"
said Babar. There are few
secrets between the teams,
with Pakistan edged 4-3 by
England in a T20 series at
home. They also played a
rain-affected World Cup
warm-up in Brisbane,
which England won by six
wickets.

UNHAPPY HUNTING

GROUND

Neither have had suc-
cess in this tournament at
the MCG, though, with
Pakistan losing a Super 12
thriller to arch-rivals India

and England having their
sole blemish against
Ireland in a rain-hit upset.
"Obviously the Ireland
match is a big disappoint-
ment for us as a team
throughout this tourna-
ment, but certainly feels a
long time ago now," said
Buttler. "I think we've seen
a reaction to that game in
the rest of the cricket
we've played so far."

Pakistan are likely to be
unchanged but England
could opt to bring back ex-
press paceman Mark Wood
and number three bats-
man Dawid Malan if the
pair are fit. The final has
been billed as a battle be-
tween Pakistan's vaunted
pace attack and England's
top order, but both sides
boast other weapons.

England's Sam Curran
has been a fearless death
bowler while legspinner
Adil Rashid proved an un-
likely hero against India.
Pakistan all-rounder
Shadab Khan has captured
10 wickets at the tourna-
ment and their maligned
middle order carried the
team while Babar and
Rizwan struggled. The
crowd will be dominated
by an army of green-clad
Pakistan fans but it may
have little impact on
England, who delighted in
silencing the massive
crowd of India supporters
at Adelaide Oval.

T20 World Cup: Will England deny
Pakistan a fairytale finish?

Kolkata, Nov 12 (PTI):

Veterans Ishan Sharma and
Shikhar Dhawan contributed to
Delhi's five-wicket win over
Vidarbha in their opening Vijay
Hazare Trophy match here on
Saturday.
Ishant (3/24) struck thrice as
Delhi limited Vidarbha to 207 after
opting to field in a Group B game.
Ganesh Satish top-scored for
Vidarbha with 45 off 74 balls.
Delhi chased down the target in
44.5 overs with Dhawan making 47
off 64 balls. Lalit Yadav stayed
unbeaten till the end with 56 off
73 balls. Dhawan, who plays only
in ODIs for India, will captain the
national team in the three games
in New Zealand later this month
Batting at number three, Yash
Dhull smashed 37 off 27 balls.
Brief scores: Vidarbha 207 all out
in 47.2 overs (Ganesh Satish 45;
Ishant Sharma 3/24, Navdeep
Saini 3/64). Delhi 208/5 in 44.5
overs (Shikhar Dhawan 47, Lalit
Yadav 56 not out). Delhi win by
five wickets.
Other games in Group B
Karnataka 259 in 50 overs
(Shreyas Gopal 64, Mayank
Agarwal 15; Abhishek Kumar
3/54). Meghalya 144 all out in 46
overs (Surya Rai 38; Shreyas
Gopal 3/21). Karnataka win by 115
runs.
Jharkhand 309/3 in 50 overs (Virat
Singh 75, Saurabh Tiwary 63 not
out; Lee Yong Lepcha 2/38).
Sikkim 116 all out in 40.1 overs
(Sumit Singh 31; Rahul Shukla
5/19). Jharkhand won by 193 runs.

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam is "more excited
than nervous" as he stands
on the cusp of emulating
the iconic Imran Khan.
Pakistan take on England
in the summit clash of the
T20 World Cup at the MCG
on Sunday.

"I'm more excited than
nervous since we've per-
formed well in our last
three matches," Babar said
on Saturday.

"It is no doubt that pres-
sure exists but it can only
be suppressed with confi-
dence and belief in our-
selves. And for good re-
sults, it is pertinent that
one must do so," the skip-
per said.

He didn't hesitate in ad-
mitting that the pace quar-
tet of Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Naseem Shah,
Mohammed Wasim Jr and
Haris Rauf are his side's
strength.

"England is a competi-
tive team, their win to
reach the finals against
India was a proof of that.
Our strategy is to stick to
our plan and using our
pace attack as our strength
to win the final," he said.

For Babar, equalling the
class of 1992 (50-over
World Cup winning team
under Imran) will be an
honour.

"Yes. I believe we could-
n't start off well but we
came back with great mo-
mentum. In the previous 3-
4 matches, Pakistani team
has played very well on
both individual and team
level. "We've been working
really hard for this. It feels
like a dream come true to
reach the final."

Babar and his opening
partner Mohammed
Rizwan would like to seize
the initiative in the first
six overs. "Utilizing power
play to grab as many wick-
ets will be essential for the
match. Even when you bat,
you want to set a great
pace for the upcoming
batsmen. "We will try to
maintain and continuous-
ly build our momentum
hence ensuring better per-
formance," the skipper
said. For Babar, it was the
Almighty's will that the
team is in the final.

"...but this never stops
us from hard work.
Providing an opportunity
is indeed divine but mak-
ing good use of it is when
the ball is put in our court.

"I'm thankful for where I
stand today and I'll contin-
ue to work harder to
achieve what lies ahead."

Babar also admitted that
he was under great pres-
sure when he didn't score
big in five group league
games.

Ishant, Dhawan
star in Delhi’s win

over Vidarbha

I am more excited

than nervous: Babar

Melbourne, Nov 12 (PTI):

New Zealand's Greg
Barclay was on Saturday
unanimously re-elected as
chairman of the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) for a second
two-year term. Besides
Barclay's re-election, BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
elected as the head of
ICC's all powerful Finance
and Commercial Affairs
(F&CA) committee at the
board meeting.

Barclay was unopposed
following the withdrawal of
Zimabwe's Tavengwa
Mukuhlani from the
process, and the ICC Board
reaffirmed its full support
to the New Zealander to
continue at the helm. "It is
an honour to be re-elected
as the Chair of the
International Cricket
Council and I would like to
thank my fellow ICC
Directors for their sup-
port," said Barclay on his
re-appointment.

"Over the last two years
we have made significant

strides forward with the
launch of our global
growth strategy that pro-
vides clear direction to
build a successful and sus-
tainable future for our
sport. "It is an exciting time
to be involved in cricket
and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work closely
with our Members to
strengthen the game in our
core markets as well as
grow it beyond that, ensur-
ing more of the world can
enjoy cricket." Barclay, an

Auckland-based commer-
cial lawyer, was originally
appointed as the ICC Chair
in November 2020. He was
previously the Chair of
New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
and was a director of the

ICC Men's Cricket World
Cup in 2015. He being elect-
ed unopposed also means
that he had the backing of
the mighty BCCI in the 17-
member board. "I would
like to congratulate Greg

on his re-appointment as
ICC Chair, as the continuity
his leadership will provide
is in the best interests of
the sport. I therefore decid-
ed to withdraw my candida-
cy," said Mukuhlani.

Greg Barclay gets second term as ICC chairman,
Jay Shah to head F&CA committee

Ranchi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Tanush Kotian grabbed
a career-best 4 for 31 with
his off-spin as Mumbai
bowlers blew away the
Bengal batting line-up be-
fore cantering to an eight-
wicket win in a Group E
match of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy one-day tourna-
ment here on Saturday.

Fresh from his exploits
in Mumbai's maiden Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 triumph,
Kotian got down to busi-
ness after his pace col-
leagues Tushar
Desphande (2/23) and
Mohit Avasthi (1/29) hand-
ed Bengal early blows.

The 24-year-old Kotian
and his spin partner
Shams Mulani (2/14)
bagged six wickets be-
tween themselves as
Bengal were skittled out
for a paltry 121 in 31.3
overs after Mumbai elect-
ed to field.

Skipper Anjinkya
Rahane anchored the
Mumbai chase with an un-
beaten 59 from 72 balls
(6x4, 2x6) to take the team
home in 30.2 overs.

Bengal speedster

Mukesh Kumar (2/20) dis-
missed Mumbai openers
Prithiv Shaw (26) and
Yashasvi Jaiswal (10) for
the addition of just 10
runs, but Rahane held
their innings together in a
match-winning 75-run un-
broken partnership with
w i c k e t k e e p e r- b a t t e r
Hardik Tamore (18 not
out).

Earlier, Bengal batters
showed complete lack of
application and lost half of
their side inside 12 overs.

Seasoned opener
Writtick Chatterjee (1)
continued his horror show

with the bat and got out for
his seventh successive sin-
gle-digit score across for-
mats, after being trapped
by Deshpande.

Talented India 'A' batter
and Bengal skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (12)
got off to a good start but
continued his woeful run
with the bat, while the ex-
perienced Anustup
Majumdar also fell for a
single digit score with the
Mumbai pace attack rat-
ting the top-three.

Veteran Manoj Tiwary
held fort for Bengal with a
resolute 47 from 64 balls

(5x4, 1x6) but wickets kept
falling around him. He
somehow helped the team

get past the 100-run mark
with some useful contribu-
tion from No. 11 Mukesh
Kumar (10 not out).

Kotian, who had dished
out a fine all-round show
and hit the winning runs
for Mumbai in their maid-
en SMAT triumph, dried
up the runs in the middle
overs en route to his four-
wicket haul.

Left-arm spinner
Mulani ended the resist-
ance of Tiwary and
cleaned up Geet Puri in
his next over to terminate
Bengal innings.

After the opening day's
action, Puducherry, who
defeated Mizoram by
seven wickets, lead Group
E on net run-rate, while
Mumbai and Maharashtra
occupy second and third
spots respectively.

Maharashtra defeated
Railways by seven wickets
with opener Ruturaj
Gaikwad slamming a 124
not out. He and Rahul
Tripathi (75) put together
an opening partnership of
165 runs as Maharashtra
chased down the modest
target of 219 with 70 balls
to spare.

Shah will have the re-
sponsibility of heading
ICC's most important
committee. Al the major
financial policy decisions
are taken by the F&CA
committee before it is rat-
ified by the ICC board.
"Each and every member
accepted Jay as the head
of F&CA committee. This
is an equally powerful
sub committee apart from
the ICC chair (Greg
Barclay)," an ICC source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity. It includes the
revenue sharing among
the member nations and
also the various major
sponsorship deals that

the global body inks

through the year. The
F&CA committee is al-
ways headed by an ICC
Board member and
Shah's election makes it
clear that he will repre-
sent the BCCI on the ICC
Board. The F&CA head's
position used to be India's
during the N Srinivasan
era but during Shashank
Manohar's tenure as ICC

chairman, the BCCI's
power and might had sig-
nificantly reduced. In fact
during the Committee of
Administrators' tenure,
there was a point when
BCCI didn't even have
any representation in the
F&CA committee.

Former BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly was a
member of the F&CA
committee till last year.

"India is a commercial
hub of global cricket with
more than 70 percent
sponsorship coming from
the region. It is impera-
tive that an ICC F&CA
should always be headed
by BCCI," the ICC source
said.

Jay Shah to head F&CA committee

Kotian career-best 4/23 floors Bengal, Mumbai secure big win

Railways 218/8 in 50
overs (Shivam
Chaudhary 46, Karn
Sharma 40;
Shamshuzama Kazi 2/26)
lost to Maharashtra 219/3
in 38.2 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 124 not out,
Rahul Tripathi 75) by
seven wickets.

Bengal 121 in 31.3 overs
(Manoj Tiwary 47;
Tanush Kotian 4/31,
Shams Mulani 2/14,
Tushar Deshpande 2/23)
lost to Mumbai 123/3 in
30.2 overs (Ajinkya
Rahane 59 not out;
Mukesh Kumar 2/20) by
eight wickets.

Mizoram 156/8 in 50
overs (Shreevats
Goswami 63, Vikash
Kumar 41; Ankit Sharma
3/33) lost to Puducherry
158/3 in 29.4 overs (Arun
Karthik 59 not out,
R a m a c h a n d r a n
Ragupathy 47) by seven
wickets.

Brief Scores

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Mehuli Ghosh and
Tilottoma Sen picked two
gold medals for India in the
15th Asian Airgun
Championship in Daegu,
Korea on Saturday.

Mehuli won the gold in
the women's 10m air rifle
event, beating Cho
Eunyoung of Korea 16-12.
Le Alexandra of
Kazakhstan bagged the
bronze. It was one-two fin-
ish for India in the 10m
women's air rifle junior
event with Tilottama and
Nancy winning the gold
and silver respectively.

Tilottama defeated Nancy
17-12 in the final to claim
the top honours, while
Nobata Misaki of Japan
won the bronze. Indian
shooters began their cam-
paign in the tournament
on a positive note by bag-
ging a gold, silver and
bronze on Friday. The gold
came from Olympian
Divyansh Singh Panwar in
the men's 10m air rifle jun-
ior event, while Kiran
Ankush Jadhav shot a sil-
ver in the corresponding
senior competition. Sri
Karthik Sabari Raj
Ravishankar won a bronze
in the junior men's air rifle.

Mehuli, Tilottoma bag golds
Asian Airgun Championships

Tilotamma Sen and Mehuli Ghosh won the gold in junior and 
senior women's 10m air rifle at Asian Air Gun Championships.

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI):

Shiva Thapa's (63.5kg)
Asian Championships cam-
paign came to a bittersweet
end after he was forced to
withdraw from the
final midway due
to an injury, bow-
ing out with an
unprecedented
sixth medal, a silver,
in Amman, Jordan on
Saturday.

The 28-year-old, who be-
came the most successful
male boxer in the tourna-
ment, sustained an injury
in his right knee in the
opening seconds of the sec-
ond round of the light wel-
terweight gold medal bout
against Abdullaev Ruslan
of Uzbekistan, suffering a
RSC (Referee stops the con-
test) loss.

Thapa, seeded third, was
trailing when the injury oc-
curred. He had lost the fast-
paced opening round 0-5. In
the opening three minutes,

both the boxers had tried to
assert their authority, even
resorting to body blows
with the Uzbek coming on
top.

In the second round,
while trying to make up
ground, Thapa fell on the
canvas after exchanging a
few punches. He managed
to rise up without any aid
as the referee gave a count
but the Indian looked in
pain as play remained halt-
ed. Thapa then received
medical attention as the
ringside doctor examined

his right knee. Eventually
the bout was called off as
Thapa hobbled away. The
seasoned boxer struggled to
even stand up while the ref-
eree announced the winner.

The final will leave a bad
taste, in an otherwise, flaw-
less campaign by Thapa.

His haul now includes a
gold (2013), three silvers
(2017, 2021 and 2022) and two
bronze medals (2015 and
2019). With the silver, Thapa
has overtaken Kazakh leg-
end Vassiliy Levit, an
Olympic silver medallist
and two-time world bronze
medal winner, who was the
only other male pugilist
with five Asian
Championship medals.

Six-time world champi-
ons M C Mary Kom (7) and
L Sarita Devi (8) have more
Asian medals than Thapa,
with the latter having the
distinction of claiming six
successive, five of them
gold, at the peak of her
prowess.

Asian Championships

Shiva Thapa signs off with
silver after sustaining injury

Let’s not judge
India by one

defeat: Tendulkar
New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Legendary batter Sachin
Tendulkar on Saturday said
he too was disappointed at
India's humiliating loss
against England in the T20
World Cup semifinal but
urged the critics not to
"judge" the side on the basis
of one defeat. England ham-
mered India by 10 wickets
after Rohit Sharma's much-
vaunted batting line-up
failed to fire in the first 10
overs to score a modest
168/6 at Adelaide Oval on
Thursday.

"I know the semi-final
was really, really disap-
pointing against England.
I'm of the same vote. We are
all the well-wishers of
Indian cricket," Tendulkar
was quoted as saying in a
video sent to media organi-
sation. "But also let us not
judge our team only by this
performance, because we
have been world No. 1 T20
side as well. To get to that
number one spot, it does
not happen overnight. You
have to play good cricket
over a period of time. That's
what the team has done," he
added.

Centenarians vote in
Himachal election

Shimla, Nov 13 (PTI): 

Dropping temperatures
and advancing years failed
to dampen the enthusiasm
of centenarians as they
came out to vote in assem-
bly elections in Himachal
Pradesh on Saturday, with
105-year-old Naro Devi ex-
ercising her franchise in
Churah in Chamba and
103-year-old Pyar Singh in
Shimla.

There are over 1.21 lakh
people above 80 years of
age in the hill state with
as many as 1,136 centenar-
ians. The Election
Commission had made
special arrangements for
the elderly and persons
with disabilities at polling
stations across the state.

"It was an honour to
meet and felicitate Sardar
Pyar Singh, 103 years old,

on International Day of
elderly persons. Here, he

is seen casting his
vote with his same
indomitable spirit
and zeal," said the
state's Chief
Electoral officer,
Maneesh Garg,
while sharing a
picture on the EC
Twitter handle.

Naro Devi, 105,
cast her vote in
the polling booth
in Churah con-
stituency of
Chamba, despite
the EC creating
special facilities
for the elderly to
cast their postal
ballot.

Himachal was
home to 106-year-
old Shyam Saran
Negi, India's first

voter, who died a few days
ago after casting his

postal ballot for this elec-
tion. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar had paid tributes
to Negi at his residence in
Kalpa in Kinnaur and had
said the real tribute to
him would be for all citi-
zens to take part in voting
and strengthen democra-
cy in the country.

The EC said Chasak
Bhatpri, an 83-year-old
woman, was among those
who cast their vote in the
remote Bharmaur con-
stituency in Chamba de-
spite heavy snow.

"Bharmour is the far-
thest in the state being at
a distance of 14 km from
the nearest road head.
Seeing huge response
from the voters despite
heavy snow," the EC said
sharing her picture 
in snow.
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Columbian artists perform during the 10th Amritsar International Folk Festival, Saturday.

INT’L FOLK FEST

Punjabi singer Gurdas Maan performs at the ‘Jashn-e-Virasat’ programme, in Bhatinda, Friday night.

JASHN-E-VIRASAT

PM opens onshore facilities
of ONGC’s U-field 

New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday dedicated to the
nation Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Limited's U-
field onshore facilities at
Odalarevu in B R
Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh.

The project was dedicat-
ed to the nation along with
the inauguration/founda-
tion-stone laying of various
other development projects
worth over Rs 10,700 crore
in Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, a company state-
ment said. U-field is situat-

ed in Krishna Godavari
basin block KG-DWN-98/2
in Bay of Bengal. Natural
gas from the field will be
brought to the onshore fa-
cility through undersea
pipelines before being dis-
patched to users. ONGC,
however, did not say when
production from this field
will start.

The U-field is part of
ONGC's flagship deep-
water KG-DWN-98/2
Cluster-II development
project in the prolific
Krishna Godavari Basin. U-
field is the deepest gas dis-
covery of the project, with
gas production potential of
about 3 million standard
cubic metres of gas per day.

"The first well of the U
field - U-3-B is one of the
fastest deep-water well
monetized globally in a
record time of 11 months,"
the statement said. "The
gas from these wells is
evacuated through the sub-
sea facilities connected to
an Onshore Terminal at
Odalarevu."

ONGC said the subsea
structures for this project
are being fabricated for the
first time in the country at
Kattupalli Yard in Chennai,
a capability which proved a
boon for development of
the domestic exploration
and production (E&P)
ecosystem with extensive
skill development.

Noida, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Subhas Chandra Bose
was the first prime minis-
ter of undivided India,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh claimed Friday while
asserting that his contribu-
tions were either ignored
or undermined after the
country got Independence.
"There is a need to re-evalu-
ate Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose's role and vision.
Some people call it rewrit-
ing history. I call it course
correction," he said.
Addressing a programme
at a private university in
Greater Noida, Singh said,
"The Azad Hind Sarkar was
the first 'swadeshi' govern-

ment of India. I have zero
hesitation in calling it the
first 'swadeshi sarkar'.
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose had formed this gov-
ernment and taken oath as
prime minister on October
21, 1943." The senior BJP
leader said that ever since
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, efforts are
being made to accord Bose
"the respect he rightly de-
serves and is due to him".
"There was a time in inde-
pendent India when Bose's
contributions were either
deliberately ignored or un-
dermined. It was not evalu-
ated correctly. It was done
to the extent that several
documents related to him

were never made public,"
Singh said. "In 2014, when
Narendra Modi became
prime minister, he started
giving respect to Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
which he always and right-

ly deserved." Singh said
when he was the Union
home minister, he got to
meet the family members
of Bose after which over
300 documents related to
him were declassified and
dedicated to the people of
India. "Sometimes people
wonder what more is there
about Netaji that we do not
know. Most Indians know
him as a prominent free-
dom fighter, as the supreme
commander of the Azad
Hind Fauj, and a revolu-
tionary who underwent
several difficulties for
India's freedom. But very
few people know him as the
first prime minister of un-
divided India," he said.

‘Ready for polygraph test with Kejriwal’
New Delhi, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar has said
he was ready to face a poly-
graph test but demanded
that it should be conducted
"face-to-face" with Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain and the
process be telecast live. In a
statement issued through
his lawyer, Chandrashe-
khar also insisted that his
allegations were true.

"The polygraph test
(should) be conducted as a
face-to-face confrontation
conducted in the presence
of all the three together
and the process be telecast-
ed live so that the whole
country can watch the
'pandora's box' of reality of
Mr Kejriwal and Mr Jain
unfold in the open," he said
in the statement dated
November 11. On Tuesday,
BJP MP and the party's for-
mer Delhi unit chief
Manoj Tiwari demanded a

televised lie detector test
for Kejriwal, Jain and
Chandrashekhar. Earlier
this week, Chandrashe-
khar wrote to Delhi
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena alleging that he
was receiving threats to
withdraw his complaints
against Kejriwal and AAP
leaders Jain and Kailash
Gehlot, and sought trans-
fer to a jail outside the city.
Chandrashekhar had earli-
er written to Saxena seek-
ing a CBI probe against
Kejriwal and others for al-

leged threat and corrup-
tion. He had alleged that
Jain extorted Rs 10 crore
from him in 2019 in ex-
change for his safety in
prison. Chandrashekhar
later issued a press release
alleging that he had deliv-
ered Rs 50 crore to Jain at
his farmhouse in Asola in
2016, after which Kejriwal
and others met him at a
hotel for dinner.

Earlier in the day,
Kejriwal said the BJP
should make Chandrashe-
khar its national president
as he was speaking the
same language as the saf-
fron party. During a press
conference, Kejriwal al-
leged that the BJP had
brought Chandrashekhar
into its fold as a star cam-
paigner. "The BJP de-
mands my lie-detector test
and even Sukesh
Chandrshekhar makes the
same demand. They speak
the same language. He is
fully trained to join the
BJP now," Kejriwal said.

‘Caste consciousness is
greater today than in 1950s’

Mumbai, Nov 12 (PTI): 

There is greater con-
sciousness of caste in
Indian society today com-
pared to the decade after
independence, Congress
MP and author Shashi
Tharoor said here on
Saturday. Speaking during
a discussion on "The lost
legacy of Ambedkar" at
the Tata Literature
Festival, he said now every
caste is conscious of its
identity, and this "identity
label has become a marker
for political mobilization."

Tharoor's book
"Ambedkar: A Life", a bi-
ography of Dr B R
Ambedkar, was launched
during the program.
"Ambedkar wanted to

completely destroy the
caste system and he will
probably be horrified to re-
alize that, if anything, the
caste system is more and
more entrenched in the po-
litical parties," he said.

To a question from the

audience, Tharoor, the
third-term MP from
Thiruvananthapuram,
noted that the political
parties which are against
discrimination or un-
touchability nonetheless
seek votes in the name of
caste. The caste system is
"far from annihilated", he
added.

Both Ambedkar and
Jawaharlal Nehru wanted
the caste system to disap-
pear from India and the
latter thought that with
modernisation it will dis-
appear, Tharoor said.
Ambedkar fought for "an-
nihilation of caste" be-
cause he felt that as long as
the consciousness of caste
system existed, oppression
would also exist, he said.

‘Will hire best lawyers to fight in SC’

Srinagar, Nov 12 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Apni Party chief Altaf
Bukhari on Saturday said
the party will hire the
country's best lawyers to
fight in the Supreme Court
for the restoration of
Articles 370 and 35A.
Addressing a public meet-
ing at Sher-e-Kashmir
cricket stadium here,
Bukhari also demanded
that Jammu and Kashmir's
statehood be restored.

On August 5, 2019, the
Centre revoked the special
status granted to the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370

of the Constitution and di-
vided it into two union ter-
ritories -- Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh. It
also abrogated Article 35A
which allowed the state to
define its permanent resi-
dents. "We cannot restore
Articles 370 and 35A on
our own.

The issue is in the
Supreme Court and I prom-
ise you we will hire the best
lawyers of the country to
fight for their restoration
even if we have to spend
crores of rupees," Bukhari
told the gathering. "Our
state, as it existed on
August 5, 2019 (before the

Centre's decision), should
be restored. This is what
the people want. They want
me to take this up with the
prime minister and the
home minister," he said.

Bukhari further said the
JKAP will constitute a
team that will visit various
jails in Jammu and
Kashmir and outside to col-
lect details about youths
languishing there and the
cases against them.

Then, he said, the JKAP
will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and seek the release of
these youths. "We want an
opportunity for them to
start their lives afresh," he
said. Bukhari appealed to
the people to support him
to start a "new politics"
which has no place for vio-
lence and discrimination.

An elderly voter shows her finger
marked with indelible ink after cast-
ing her vote for Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, in Kullu,
Saturday.

̈ For restoration
of Articles 370,
35A

Apni Party President Altaf Bukhari waves at supporters
during a public rally at Sher-i-Kashmir Cricket Stadium, in
Srinagar, Saturday.

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor at the TATA literature
festival during the launch of
his book 'Ambedkar', in
Mumbai, Saturday.

Govt launches 
campaign for central

govt pensioners

BBhhooppaall,,  NNoovv  1122  ((PPTTII))::  The cen-
tral government on Saturday
launched a nationwide cam-
paign from here for the promo-
tion of digital life certificates for
pensioners. A one-day event for
central government pensioners
was conducted in collaboration
with State Bank of India (SBI) at
its main branch at Bada in
Gwalior, an official spokesper-
son said. Senior officers of the
department of pension and pen-
sioners welfare, Under
Secretary Rajesh Kumar and
Senior Translation Officer Anil
Kumar Koiri, explained that ear-
lier to give life certificate in
physical form the aged pension-
ers had to queue up for hours
outside banks but now, the same
has been made possible at the
click of a button from the com-
fort of their home.

From Madhya Pradesh

Sukesh Chandrashekhar

'Subhas Bose 1st PM of undivided
India, took oath in 1943'

Rajnath Singh

In KG block


