
Arrested
GGwwaalliioorr::  A dacoit with
more than 30 cases
against his name was held
after an encounter with
police in Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh left him
with a leg injury, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Gudda Gujjar, with a
bounty of Rs 60,000 on his
head, was held on
Wednesday following the
encounter in a forested
patch near Ghatigaon
under Bhanwarpura police
station limits, he said.

Sealed 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Authorities in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Shopian district on
Thursday sealed nine
properties worth more
than Rs 2.58 crore belong-
ing to banned terrorist out-
fit Jamaat-e-Islami, the
State Investigation Agency
(SIA) said. “Today in
Shopian district, properties
at nine locations worth Rs
2,58,03,333 after being
notified by district magis-
trate on the recommenda-
tion of SIA have been
sealed with restrictions on
usage and entry,” a
spokesman of the SIA said.

Busted 
FFaarriiddaabbaadd::  Police have
busted an interstate ATM
fraud gang here and
arrested two persons in
this connection, an offi-
cial said. The arrested
accused have been identi-
fied as Akram and
Mohammad Amar, both
from Raniyala village in
Palwal district. They had
been active since 2014
and ran similar frauds in
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Haryana, said the official.

Close
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The National
Green Tribunal has direct-
ed the Central Pollution
Control Board to expedi-
tiously close all tyre
pyrolysis units (TPUs)
functioning without fol-
lowing environment
norms. Pyrolysis is the
method of recycling old
tyres through thermo-
chemical treatment under
high temperature to pro-
duce industrial oil and
other matters.

Vice Chancellor
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Eminent astro-
physicist Somak
Raychaudhury has been
appointed as vice chan-
cellor of Ashoka
University, officials said
on Thursday.
Raychaudhury, who is
currently director of the
Inter-University Centre
for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCAA), will
take over from Professor
Malabika Sarkar who has
been serving as the VC
since August 2019.

SCENIC BEAUTY

View of snow-covered Himalayan mountain ranges after a fresh spell of snowfall, at Keylong in Lahaul and
Spiti district, Thursday.

BRIEF

A vendor blows soap bubbles
as he waits for customers
during a fair, on the out-

skirts of Jammu, Thursday.
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Puri, Nov 10 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu Thursday walked
about one km on the
Grand Road here to the
12th century Lord
Jagannath Temple and of-
fered prayers for the well-
being of the nation.

The temple was closed
to the common people
from 10.30 am to 1 pm in
view of Murmu’s visit but
hundreds of devotees who
had lined up on both sides
of the road greeted her as
she walked past them.

Murmu, who hails from
a tribal community in
Mayurbhanj district,
touched the Aruna
Stambha, the 16 -sided 34
feet tall monolithic chlo-
rite stone pillar in front of
the Lion’s Gate
(Singhadwara) of the tem-
ple and knelt down before
the gate. She also knelt
down before the sibling
deities Lord Jagannath,
Devi Subhadra and Lord
Balaram in the sanctum

sanctorum in obeisance.
The president, who ar-

rived in Bhubaneswar ear-
lier in the day, surprised
the security personnel ac-
companying her as she
stopped her carcade at
Balagandi Chhak and
walked down to the temple
like a common devotee.
She kept both her hands
raised invoking Lord

Jagannath and also waved
to the waiting people. On
the way to the temple,
Murmu, who had worked
as a teacher in the 1990s,
reached out to the students
of Utkal Hindi Vidyalaya
waiting on the side of the
Grand Road and mingled
with them and their teach-
ers. She was photographed
with the children before

proceeding towards the
temple. On her arrival at
the Lion’s Gate, the presi-
dent was welcomed by
Gajapati Maharaja Dibya
Singh Deb of Puri, the
priests and government of-
ficers. Deb presented a
Patachitra painting to her
on behalf of the temple.
“You are the first servitor
of Lord Jagannath and are

the living God,” Murmu
told Gajapati Maharaj
when he appeared uncom-
fortable for being told
Namaste’ by the president.

Murmu knelt down at
the Lion’s Gate as a mark
of respect to the deity and
entered the shrine after
properly washing her feet
like common devotees. She
touched all the 22 steps
leading to the temple with
her hands as a sign of her
devotion to the deities, her
family priest Raj Ratan
Mahapatra said. “We ac-
companied President
Murmu to the sanctum
sanctorum where she of-
fered a diya (lamp) to the
Lord and prayed for about
15 minutes,” the priest.

Murmu, who was ac-
companied by her daugh-
ter Itishree, offered a
Tulsi’ garland to Lord
Jagannath, another made
of lotus at the Mahalaxmi
temple and another of hi-
biscus flowers at the Maa
Bimala temple, Mahapatra
said.

Chennai, Nov 10 (PTI):
Five workers were killed
on Thursday after an ex-
plosion at a firecracker
manufacturing unit in
southern Madurai district
and a number of others
were injured, authorities
said.

Expressing grief, Chief
Minister M K Stalin an-
nounced a solatium of Rs 5
lakh to the kin of the de-
ceased.

An official release here
said that five workers were
killed due to an explosion,
that occurred all of a sud-
den, at a fireworks factory
in Azhagusirai village
near Tirumangalam in
Madurai district. The CM

deputed Minister for
Commercial Taxes, P
Moorthy to speed up res-
cue and relief work and
ordered best treatment fa-
cilities to the injured
workers at the Madurai
Government Rajaji
Medical College Hospital,
the government said.

Conveying his condo-
lences to the families of
the deceased, Stalin an-
nounced a solatium of Rs
five lakh from the CM’s
Public Relief Fund to each
of the families of the five
dead workers.

Jagdalpur, Nov 10: 

A police constable
was shot dead by sus-
pected Maoists in
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar
district on Thursday, an
official said.

The incident took
place at around 4.30 am
in Marikodri village
under Mardoom police
station limits, located
around 300 km from
state capital Raipur, he
said.

Constable Nevru
Benjam, posted at
Rekha Ghati police
camp in the same area,
had gone to the village
along with his family to
attend a social func-
tion, the official said.

Some unidentified
persons fired at him
when he was at the
function venue. The
constable died on the
spot, he said.

The assailants imme-
diately fled into a dense
forest, the official said.

“Prima facie, the in-

cident seems to be the
handiwork of Maoists,
but an investigation is
underway into it,” he
said.

After being alerted, a
police team reached the
spot. Search was on for
the assailants, he
added.

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI):

The CBI has arrested
seven more people, includ-
ing some CRPF and police
personnel, in connection
with the police sub-inspec-
tor recruitment scam in
Jammu and Kashmir
Police, officials said
Thursday. They said the
agency had questioned
them in Jammu before
taking them into custody.

Those arrested were
CRPF Head Constable
Pawan Kumar, CRPF
Constables Atul Kumar,
Amit Kumar Sharma and
Sunil Sharma, Jammu
and Kashmir Police
Assistant Sub-Inspector

Jaisuriya Sharma, and
private individuals
Tarsem Lal and Asheesh
Yadav, they said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had
conducted searches on
Tuesday at seven locations
in Jammu, Pathankot,
Rewari and Karnal in con-

nection with the recruit-
ment scam.

The CBI took over the
investigation into the case
on August 3 on a reference
from the Jammu and
Kashmir government.

It had arrested 13 per-
sons in connection with
the case earlier. Out of 13

accused arrested earlier,
nine are in judicial cus-
tody and four in police cus-
tody. The case pertains to
the leak of the question
paper for the examination
through which 1,200 posts
of sub-inspectors were to
be filled by the Jammu
and Kashmir Services
Selection Board.

“Investigation had re-
vealed that the alleged
payment of Rs 20 to 30
lakh (approximately) was
made by willing candi-
dates and their families to
the accused for accessing
the question paper before
the commencement of the
examination,” the CBI
spokesperson said.

Mumbai, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case accused
Gautam Navlakha, whose
plea seeking to be placed
under house arrest was al-
lowed by the Supreme
Court on Thursday, was
not released from prison
till late in the evening as
formalities could not be
completed.

Navlakha’s partner
Sahba Husain said the ac-
tivist would not be able to
leave the Taloja jail, locat-
ed in Navi Mumbai, dur-
ing the day. “The Supreme
Court has given 48 hours
(for implementing the
order). There is a lot of pa-

perwork to be done includ-
ing furnishing local surety
as directed by the apex
court and also the deposit
amount,” she told PTI.

If the formalities are
completed, then Navlakha
may walk out of jail on
Friday, said one of his
lawyers. Earlier in the day,
Husain expressed happi-
ness over the Supreme
Court order allowing 70-

year-old Navlakha to be
placed under house arrest
for one month.

“We are happy even if it
is for a month. The order
says he will have to be in
Mumbai. We have seen
certain places... but we are
yet to zero in. We have to
make arrangements now,”
she said.

The activist has been
lodged in the Taloja prison
since his arrest in the case
in August 2018.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed
Navlakha’s request for
house arrest, saying that
prima facie there was no
reason to reject his med-
ical report.

Korba, Nov 10: 

A purported video of a
doctor hitting a woman pa-
tient at a government hos-
pital in Chhattisgarh’s
Korba district has gone
viral on social media,
prompting authorities to
launch a probe.

The alleged incident
happened in the interven-
ing night of Sunday and
Monday (November 6 and
7) in the Medical College
Hospital (MCH) Korba, of-
ficials said. “After the
video came to light on
Wednesday, Dr Ganesh

Kanwar, who was on duty
in the hospital that time,
has been issued a show
cause notice. A probe has

been launched and action
will be taken against the
guilty,” Dr Gopal Kanwar,
medical superintendent of
the hospital, said. As per
some local media reports,
Sukhmati Bai (56) of
Gerwani village was
brought to MCH Korba by
her husband Janakram
Manjhwar and son Shyam
for treatment. In the video,
the woman is seen lying
on a stretcher and a man
treating her is seen slap-
ping her multiple times.
The face of the man hit-
ting the woman is, howev-
er, not visible in the video.

Guwahati, Nov 10 (PTI):

The BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) on Thursday
bagged 12 of the 22 seats in
the Deori autonomous
council elections, an offi-
cial statement said.

The saffron party won
11 seats while its ally
Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) secured one, the
statement issued by the of-
fice of the secretary of the
Assam State Election
Commission (ASEC) said.

Opposition Congress
managed to win two seats,
while Independent candi-
dates emerged victorious
in eight constituencies

after the completion of
counting during the day, it
said. An estimated 80 per
cent of the 43,595 voters
had exercised their fran-
chise during the polling on
Tuesday.

The 22 constituencies
are spread across six dis-
tricts and four sub-divi-
sions of other districts.

Reacting to the poll re-
sults, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
tweeted: “The resounding
victory of @BJP4Assam &
allies in Deori
Autonomous Council elec-
tion revalidates popular
trust in our Govt guided
by vision of Adarniya PM
Shri @narendramodi ji.”

Thiruvananthapuram,
Nov 10 (PTI): The LDF
government on
Thursday amended the
rules of Kerala
Kalamandalam deemed
university to remove the
Governor as its
Chancellor, a position
which would now be
filled with an eminent
person from the field of
Art and Culture.

Suiting action to its
words that it no longer
wants Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan at the
helm of universities in
the state, the Pinarayi
Vijayan headed dispensa-

tion issued an order
amending the rules and
regulations of the
deemed university of
Art and Culture.

Khan is presently
Chancellor of the Kerala
Kalamandalam accord-
ing to its website.

The move comes
amidst the government’s
ongoing tussle with
Khan over functioning of
universities, including
appointment of Vice
Chancellors, in the state
and its announcement
that it will come out with
an ordinance to replace
him with eminent acade-
micians at the helm of
varsities in Kerala.

LDF govt amends 
varsity rules to remove Guv 
 As its Chancellor

Deori Autonomous Council Polls

NDA wins 12 of 22 seats 
SC okays Navlakha’s house arrest, conditions apply

To be released from jail today

Video goes viral

Doctor hits a woman 
patient in Govt hospital

Maoists kill police constable 
About the incident

The incident took place at around 4.30 am
in Marikodri village under Mardoom police
station limits, located around 300 km from
state  capital  Raipur. Constable  Nevru
Benjam, posted at Rekha Ghati police camp
in the same area, had gone to the village
along with his family to attend a social func-
tion. Some unidentified persons fired at him
when he was at the function venue. The con-
stable died on the spot.

J&K Police SI Recruitment Scam

About earlier arrests
The CBI took over the investigation into the case on August 3
on a reference from the Jammu and Kashmir government. It
had arrested 13 persons in connection with the case earlier.
Out of 13 accused arrested earlier, nine are in judicial custody
and four in police custody. The case pertains to the leak of the
question paper for the examination through which 1,200 posts
of sub-inspectors were to be filled by the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board.

CBI arrests 7 more people 

Five killed in blast 
in TN fireworks unit

Police personnel at the site after an explosion at a
firecracker manufacturing unit, in Madurai district,
Thursday.

 Stalin announces
solatium

President walks down 
to Shree Jaganath Temple

Probe ordered
“After the video came to
light on Wednesday, Dr
Ganesh Kanwar, who was on
duty in the hospital that
time, has been issued a
show cause notice. A probe
has been launched and
action will be taken against
the guilty,” Dr Gopal
Kanwar, medical superin-
tendent of the hospital, said.

Kneels down at Lion’s Gate

President Droupadi Murmu during her visit to offer
prayers at the Jagannath Temple, in Puri, Thursday. 

Ajeet Ram Sahu

Bhilai: Dhanora resi-
dent Ajeet Ram Sahu
left for heavenly abode
at the age of 72 years on
Thursday. Last rites of
the mortal remains
were performed at
Dhanora Muktidham.
He was the father of
BMC PRO staff Ravish
Sahu.

OBITUARYMaintenance in intake yard

Water supply to remain
affected in BMC area

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: Necessary
maintenance work will be
taken up by the Electricity
Department at the
Sheonath river Intake
Yard on November 11,
2022. To execute the main-
tenance work, power shut
down will be done from
11:00 hrs to 15:30 hrs at the
Intake Well.

As a result, water supply
to 77 MLD and 66 MLD
Filter Plant from Sheonath
Intake well not be possible
due to the power cut.
Giving information,
Executive Engineer, Water

Department, Sanjay
Sharma said that due to
power blockage, the water
supply from 77 MLD and 66
MLD is likely to remain af-
fected in areas under
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation in the evening
on November 11 and de-
layed supply in the morn-
ing of November 12.

To meet the water crisis,
alternative arrangement
of water supply through
other resources would be
made by the zone area. It
has been appealed to the
citizens to store water for
essential work before the
water supply is affected.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: On the oc-
casion of Legal Services
Day on 09 November,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, organised
Legal Awareness Camps at
various locations. It was a
part of the pan India cam-
paign being run by
National Legal Services
Authority New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur during October 31
to November 13 for legal
awareness and empower-
ment of citizens.

The events in Durg were
organised under the guid-
ance of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal (Chairman,

District Legal Services
Authority). According to
the instructions of the
National Legal Services
Authority, New Delhi, a spe-
cial campaign "Haq
Hamara Bhi Toh Hai @75"
is underway for the prison-
ers. On the occasion of
National Legal Services
Day, a special awareness
camp was organised in the
Central Jail Durg for the

prisoners. They were given
information about their
rights and the free legal
services available for them.
Judges and Panel Lawyers
conducted the awareness
programme. Another pro-
gramme was organized at
Bharti University, Durg.
Ashish Dahria, Secretary,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, gave infor-
mation about the

Fundamental Rights /
Fundamental Duties of citi-
zens as well as various
schemes of NALSA.
Information was given
about the beneficiary ori-
ented schemes of the gov-
ernment. At other legal lit-
eracy camps, the Judges of
Durg Court asked the com-
mon people not to use the
vehicle without driving li-
cense and without insur-

ance. Women were detailed
about the provisions of sec-
tion 125 CrPC and legal
remedies for maintenance.
Information was given
about free legal aid provid-
ed to women, elderly and
prisoners detained in jail by
the Legal Services
Authority. They were fur-
ther informed that free ad-
vocates are provided with
legal aid in Supreme Court
and High Court and District
Court level. Advocates ap-
pearing in the cases before
the court are paid fees by
the government. On the oc-
casion of Legal Services
Day, Legal Literacy Camps
were conducted by the
Judges at Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Charoda and sev-
eral gram panchayats.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: Hemchand
Yadav University (Durg
University) is all set to or-
ganise an exhibition fo-
cused on the topic 'Hamar
Chhattisgarh' on
November 24. About 25 col-
leges affiliated to the uni-
versity are participating in
this exhibition. Dr
Prashant Srivastava, Dean,
Student Welfare sharing
this information explained
that due to space con-
straints in the university
campus, in the first phase,
25 colleges have been select-
ed to participate in this ex-
hibition. The remaining
colleges will be given op-
portunities in the upcom-
ing programs organised by
the university.

According to Dr

Srivastava, in this exhibi-
tion the college will give its
presentation on various
topics related to
Chhattisgarh in the stall al-
lotted by the university.
The topics include
Chhattisgarh's mineral
wealth, agriculture, forest,
tribe, dress, culture, water-
shed, fast and festivals, mu-
sical instruments, wildlife,
cuisine, industrial land-
scape, Ramvangamanpath,
higher education, saints
and religious places,
sports, sightseeing places,
freedom fighters, etc.

The colleges participat-
ing in this exhibition will
be rewarded on the basis of
the judgements given by
the panel of judges.
Ministers and other digni-
taries of Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment will be present at

the inauguration and clos-
ing of the exhibition. Dr
Srivastava informed that
this month a certificate
course on the subject of
Hamar Chhattisgarh is
also being conducted by
the university.

During this course, it is
also mandatory for all the
participants to make a proj-
ect focused on the subject of
Chhattisgarh, therefore,
this exhibition will prove to
be a milestone for these
participants and the candi-
dates appearing in the com-
petitive examinations. The
Vice Chancellor of the
University Dr Aruna Palta
and Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep urged all the col-
leges to motivate their staff
and students to observe
this exhibition to be organ-
ized on November 24.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1100::  OHP, RMP,
Blast Furnaces and URM of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant have
set new records in production
as well as techno-economics.
For these achievements,
Anirban Dasgupta, Director-
in-Charge of Bhilai Steel Plant
congratulated the employees
and officers for their excel-
lent performance. He also ex-
tended his best wishes to the
associate departments of
these record breaking depart-
ments.

The Ore Handling Plant of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
recorded the highest ever dis-
patch of raw material on
November 09, 2022. The en-
tire team of Ore Handling
Plant in collaboration with the
supporting departments has
dispatched 41,820 tonnes of
raw material to various pro-

duction shops of the plant,
registering the highest ever
daily dispatch of raw materi-
al, breaking the previous
record of 40,282 tonnes set on
September 23, 2022. 

Material handling of 77,635
tonnes on November 09,
2022, registered a new record
for the best ever daily materi-
al handling, surpassing the
record of 77,258 tonnes set on
February 05, 2022.

Along with this, Ore
Handling Plant unloaded 266

wagons in night shift on
November 09, 2022 and
recording a new shift record,
it surpassed the record of un-
loading of 252 wagons
recorded in first shift of
February 05, 2022.

In line with the record, the
Refractory Material Plant
(RMP) of the plant recorded a
new record of best daily flux
production on November 09,
2022, producing 1740 tonnes
which is much higher than
the previous production

record of 1715 tonnes set on
November 06, 2022. 

SAIL-BSP's Blast Furnaces
created a new record by in-
creasing the highest ever
daily Coal Dust Injection
(CDI) rate. By injecting Coal
dust of 147 kgs per ton of hot
metal on November 09, 2022,
setting a new record for the
highest daily Coal dust injec-
tion, surpassed the record of
129 kgs per tonne of hot
metal, set on November 07,
2022.

In this sequence, Blast
Furnace-7 of Bhilai Steel Plant
has recorded the best coal
dust injection rate of 143 kg
per ton hot metal on
November 09, 2022 and creat-
ing a new record by surpass-
ing the previous record of 129
kg per ton hot metal set on
November 07, 2022.

Creating a new record in
the inspection of welding
joints, SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Universal Rail Mill
broke the previous record of
272 joints by inspecting 297
joints. Along with this, Rail
and Structural Mill has shown
record performance in in-
spection of welding joints.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director-in-Charge, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, congratu-
lated the URM fraternity and
also congratulated the other
concerned departments in-
cluding RCL, RITES etc.

Big savings on meds purchased
through Dhanwanti medical stores

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: The open-
ing of Medical Stores
under Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme in the city about
two years ago has proved
to be advantageous for the
people. As per reports,
lakhs of people have taken
benefit of this new avenue
and purchased generic
medicines through stores
located within the Bhilai
Nagar Municipal
Corporation limits, which
in turn helped them save
money.

The collective savings
amount to crores of ru-
pees which has become
possible because of the
55% discount in medicines
available at Dhanwantri
Medical Stores. The suc-
cess of the Stores has es-
tablished that the thought

behind launching the
scheme is viable.

Here it needs a mention
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
launched the Shri
Dhanwantri Medical
Stores Scheme to make
available high quality
branded generic medicines
at affordable rates for the
people. Five Dhanwantri

Medical Stores are operat-
ing in Bhilai to provide es-
sential medicines to the
people. Generic medicines
of high quality can be easi-
ly obtained at these stores
located at Mother's Market
Power House, T Market,
Subhash Nagar Shastri
Market, Bhagwa Chowk
Kailash Nagar Kurud, near
Anganwadi Center on 18

No Road and Government
Shastri Hospital Supela.
104018 people have pur-
chased medicines to get
health benefits, and from
the discount, these people
have saved crores of ru-
pees. Dhanwantri Medical
Stores is also providing
medicines for mobile med-
ical units.

Due to health benefits,
people's trust and confi-
dence in the medicines of
Dhanwantri Medical has
increased even more as
people are able to avail
huge benefits due to 55%
discount. For the people of
the middle class and weak-
er section, this scheme is
nothing less than a boon.
Bhilai residents are getting
benefits of the scheme due
to continuous monitoring
by Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: As per the
instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
sustained efforts are being
made to protect the inter-
ests of the investors who
have invested their hard
earned money in chit fund
companies. Under the guid-
ance of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu, Durg Police is arrest-
ing the directors / officers
of the chit fund companies
against whom FIRs are
lodged at various police sta-

tions. The property and as-
sets of these chit fund com-
panies are being attached
and auctioned so that the
money could be returned to
the investors.

In this sequence, one
Meghnath Deshlare had
lodged a complaint
against the chit fund com-
pany Sunshine Hitech
Infracon Ltd at Police
Station Utai in the year
2017 under sections 420, 34
of IPC and Section 10 of
Chhattisgarh Protection
of Depositors Interest Act.
After investigation, Police
arrested four directors /
officers of Sunshine
Hitech Infracon Ltd and
they were sent to jail.

The arrested director of
the company,
Rameshchandra Nayak (37)
son of Ganpat Nayak a resi-
dent of Ranapur Jhabua
(MP), owned 0.62 hectare
land at village Balodgahan,

Tehsil Gurur of District
Balod. The report was sent
to the Competent
A u t h o r i t y / D i s t r i c t
Magistrate, District-Balod
on February 11, 2022 for is-
suing interim orders for at-
tachment of the property.

Thereafter, an interim
order was issued for attach-
ment of the properties of
the arrested directors of
the company and was sent
to the Special Court,
District-Balod for final or-
ders. Sessions
Judge/Special Judge, Balod
(Chhattisgarh) issued the
final orders for attachment
of the property on August
10, 2022.

On receiving the final
order for attachment of
property from the Special
Court of Balod District, the
Collector and District
Magistrate (District-Balod)
through Tehsildar of
Gurur auctioned the said

property for 1,40,00,000/-
(one crore forty lakh ru-
pees). As soon as the auc-
tion amount is received
from District Collector
Balod, it will be distributed
among the investors. The
process of attachment of
the company's property lo-
cated in the district
Dhamtari is also being con-
ducted by the District
Collector of Dhamtari. It is
expected that the process
will be completed soon.

So far, Rs 2,92,78,102 / -
has been received from the
auction / compromise of 03
chit fund companies in the
district, out of which Rs
33,84,000 / - has been re-
turned to 21 investors. The
district administration has
collected Rs 2,56,97,102 by
auctioning the property of
Sushk India Company.
This amount will be re-
turned to the investors
after verification.

CCM College gets batch
admission permission

on 150 MBBS seats

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: National
Medical Commission
(NMC), Delhi has given
permission to Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Government Medical
College, Kachandur for
batch admission on annu-
al intake of 150 MBBS
seats for the academic ses-
sion 2022-23. The grant has
been given on the request
made by the College, in-
formed a press commu-
nique. The Out Patient
Department (OPD) has
been started in this med-
ical college after the
College was acquired by
the State Government on

September 09, 2021. Free
services of emergency
medical and IPD admis-
sion and surgeries will
also be started here soon.
This medical college is
continuously organizing
programs and camps to
bring awareness about
health among the general
public. The college organ-
ised several camps at
Nagpura, Kachandur and
Kohka in which more
than 2000 patients got free
medical consultation and
medicines. The decision
was taken at a virtual
meeting after detailed de-
liberations with the
College held under the
Chairmanship of
President, Medical
Assessment and Rating
Board, on November 07,
2022. Accordingly, Medical
Assessment & Rating

Board (MARB) of National
Medical Commission
(NMC) has decided to issue
permission for admission
against the annual intake
of 150 MBBS students at
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Govt. Medical
College, Durg "u/s 11(2) of
the IMC Act, 1956 to I read
with section 61(2) of the
NMC Act, 2019" for the aca-
demic Year 2022-23. The
Permission is valid for one
year and for admitting
only one batch of MBBS
students against the annu-
al intake of 150 MBBS
seats during the academic
year 2022-23. The next
batch students in MBBS
course will be admitted in
the college only after per-
mission of Medical
Assessment & Rating
Board of NMC for renew-
al/recognition.

SDM / SDOP to inspect mishap
sites to assess cause of accident

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: In case of
any road accident, the
concerned SDM and
SDOP will inspect the
mishap site. The circum-
stances under which the
accident occurred will be
thoroughly investigated
and reviewed to assess
the human or technical
error responsible for the
accident so that measures
can be taken to rectify the
fault.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena gave these
instructions to the offi-
cials in this regard during
the Road Safety Meeting
held on Thursday. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava was
also present in the meet-
ing. While directing the
officers, the SP said that
the report of 59 points
was collected after the ac-

cidents.
It is very important to

take corrective steps. The
Collector and SP directed
the officials to prepare a
case study in each case for
a thorough review of the
causes of death due to ac-
cident every month so that
the errors could be recti-
fied. Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, SDM Vipul
Gupta, Mukesh Rawate,
Traffic DSP Satish
Thakur, Deputy Collector
Lovekesh Dhruv, CMHO
Dr JP Meshram, PWD EE
Ashok Shrivas, RTO
Officer Anubhav Sharma
and other officers were
present in the meeting.

Collector said that
through safety audits,
such places will be identi-
fied where there is a high
risk of accidents. The
safety audit team will con-
sist of officers associated

with the construction
agency, police and revenue
officials. Safety audit team
will be trained and they
will be specially informed
about the equipment relat-
ed to road safety.

Along with this, techni-
cal points related to road
safety will also be taken
into consideration. Team
officials will reach the
spots and give suggestions
regarding reflectors,
blinkers etc. Where break-
ers, rumble strips etc are

needed, will also be men-
tioned. The Collector said
that there should be
mandatory speed warning
boards prior to public
places like schools.

Where there is a blind
turn, the officials of the
PWD and other concerned
construction agencies
should take necessary
measures to rectify. Along
with black spots and gray
spots, those areas will also
be identified where the
number of accidents is

more than other places
and corrective work will
be done.

Collector and SP said
that after the accident, the
response time is also very
important. Time taken by
ambulance to reach the
mishap site after the acci-
dent; commencement of
treatment at hospital,
need of referring the vic-
tim to another hospital,
etc will be thoroughly re-
viewed so that no error is
missed at any point.

Instructions were also
given for regular monitor-
ing of drunk drivers.
Instructions were given
for intensive checking
through breath analyzer.
It was also decided in the
meeting to inform the BSP
Management to take nec-
essary corrective work at
the identified six gray
spots in the BSP township.
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Safety audit of roads to be done by joint team of construction agency, police and revenue department

p Currently for
Academic Session
2022-23

Investors of Sunshine Hitech
Infracon Ltd to get relief soon 

p Rs 1.40 crore collected
from auction of
assets 

p 04 directors of the
company arrested
and jailed

Record production in Bhilai Steel Plant 
OHP, RMP, Blast Furnaces, URM set new records in Best Production

Durg University: Exhibition with theme
‘Humar Chhattisgarh’ on November 24

Awareness camps organised at various places on Legal Services Day
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Govt’s ‘Tuhar Dwar’ program
commendable:  Umesh Patel

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100: In Raigarh dis-
trict, a large number of peo-
ple’s problems were resolved
in the Samadhan camp organ-
ized for speedy redressal of
the problems of the common
people. Along with resolving
public problems, a mega
health camp was also organ-
ized in the camp set up in vil-
lage Supa, Pusaur develop-
ment block. Terming the
‘Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’ program
being run on the initiative of
the district administration as
useful, the Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel
appealed to the people to take
advantage of such camps in
maximum numbers. On this
occasion, he distributed pen-
sion certificates to the vil-
lagers under social security
schemes in the camp, free
cycles to school children, pat-
tas to farmers and minikits of
seeds of various crops to the

farmers. Along with the solu-
tion camp in village Supa, 3361
patients were examined in the
mega health camp set up
there. Ayushman cards of 60
people were made in the
camp. 809 people were given a
booster dose of Covid. 94
Divyang registered. In mega
camp, heart diseases, pedi-
atrics, orthopedics, skin dis-
eases, neurologist, ophthal-
mology, urology, nose-ear-
throat disease, audiologist,
mental health were examined
by specialist doctors. Patients
of serious cases were referred
to the district hospital for bet-
ter treatment. Free medicines
were distributed to the
patients in the health camp.
Apart from this, applications
related to every department
including ration card, destitute
pension, Prime Minister’s
house, Divyang letter, pension,
Ayushman card, caste, resi-
dence, income certificate were
resolved. On this occasion,
District Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel, District
Panchayat CEO Mahesh Patel,
CEO District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer  Abinash
Mishra along with departmen-
tal officers-employees and
local public representatives
were present.

Effective steps taken for quality
education in schools: Dr. Tekam

Raipur, Nov 10: School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam in-
augurated the two-day
state level cultural pro-
grams of schools operated
under Swami Atmanand
Scheme in the auditorium
of Pranawanand Academy
in Raipur. 321 students are
participating in the state
level cultural program.
These include 88 students
from Raipur division, 61
from Bastar division, 77
from Surguja division, 50
from Bilaspur division and
45 from Durg division.
Along with this, 30 teach-
ers have also joined as
guides of these children.
The participating children
will get a chance to show-
case their talent in drama,
solo dance, group dance,
solo and group singing and
instrumental arts. School
Education Minister Dr.
Tekam said in the inaugu-

ral session that the colours
of cultural diversity have
been engraved in our
hearts and minds. From
Sukma to Surajpur, we are
a unique example of a
golden link of language,
costumes and customs, not
only for Chhattisgarhia
but for the country and the
world.

Dr. Tekam said that
many effective steps have
been taken by the
Chhattisgarh government
for the quality of educa-
tion, which is well support-
ed by the common citizens.
This is the reason that
today there is a constant
demand to open Atmanand
School in all areas of the
society and positive steps
are being taken by the gov-

ernment in this
area.

He said that on
the occasion of
State Foundation
Day  the exchange
of cultures of 28
states and 10 coun-
tries in the tribal
festival were seen
recentlty. Dr.
Tekam said that
the culture of

Chhattisgarh paves the
way for development and
social justice by connect-
ing with its roots. All this
can happen only when chil-
dren are given proper op-
portunities and platforms.
In this series, students of
279 English and Hindi
medium schools operating
in the state have been
given an opportunity to
develop and display their
inner art through cultural
programs from school
level to state level under
Swami Atmanand Yojana.
He said that in this two-
day event, the participat-
ing children and teachers
would also exchange living
habits, food, language and
dialect of different regions
of the state.

Caste certificates will
be issued only once
instead of annually

Raipur, Nov 10:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has taken a
major decision in the in-
terest of students. Now,
the caste certificates will
be issued to students only
once instead of issuing
the same every year. The
caste certificate issued to
the students will serve as
a permanent record. The
General Administration
Department has issued in-
structions in this regard
to all the district collec-
tors.

It has been clarified in
the instructions issued
that the validity of caste
certificates will not be
time bounded instead it
will be valid for a lifetime.
It will be a permanent
record. Now, there will be
no need to issue these cer-
tificates time and again.

In case the caste certifi-
cate is lost, its duplicate
copy can also be issued by
the authorized officer.

The district collectors
have been instructed to
ensure that the perma-
nent caste and domicile
certificates of students
belonging to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward
Classes studying from
class VI to XII in all gov-
ernment, private schools,
and central board schools
located in the state of
Chhattisgarh should be
prepared and distributed
in their schools only.
Camps for the same
should be organized in
schools every year.
Pending certificates
should be issued till the
next academic session.
Collectors have also been
instructed to compulsori-
ly send monthly progress
reports in this regard to
the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department (Reservation
Cell).

Selection trials for 65th
National Shooting from Nov 20
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100::  Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Rifle Association is
going to organize and con-
duct a trial selection/ coach-
ing camp.  All those who have
qualified for the Nationals
will be representing in the
forthcoming 65th National
Shooting Championship meet
in Small Bore Rifle and Pistol
events. This event is sched-
uled from 20.11.22 to
12.12.22. The Rifle events will
be conducted in Trivandrum
as well as pistol events will be
there in Bhopal. 

All the qualified shooters
will be required to contest in
the trial selection.  Shooters
will be selected for the
Chhattisgarh team on the
basis of merit i.e. score
attained in 03 rounds of trial
selection scheduled from
13.11.22 to 15.11.22.  Rest all
the shooters will be partici-
pating independently. Asides
we are going to organize a
coaching camp also for all the
shooters participating in the
National Shooting champi-
onship meet. 

These all events will be
conducted in 10 meter Air
Rifle, 10-metre Air pistol, and
50-meter rifle. Rakesh Gupta
(General Secretary of CPRA)
has given information. The
event is organized under
Jindal steel and power Ltd. 

Round table discussions on the National Legal Service Camp 

Raipur, Nov 10:
Commemorating the National
Legal Services Day,
Hidayatullah National Law
University successfully organ-
ised a round table discussion
on “Strengthening Legal Aid –
Opportunities and
Challenges” on the 9th
November, 2022, and formally
inaugurated the Pro-Bono
Club headed by Dr.Balwinder
Kaur in the august presence of
dignitaries.

Prof (Dr.) VC
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor, HNLU in his open-

ing remarks emphasized that
legal aid is a fundamental
right and not a charity. He also
said the legal regime complex
keeps a majority without ac-
cess and there cannot be a
Just society if the process de-
pends on the economy which
the individual possesses.

Dr. Kaumudhi Challa, facul-
ty coordinator of legal aid
committee presented her
views on the role of law stu-

dents in promoting legal aid.
She highlighted the various
activities conducted by the
legal aid committee of HNLU
and quoted from the words of
Robert Frost, the woods are
lovely dark and deep but we
have promises to keep and
miles to go before we sleep.

Smt. R. Sangeetha, IAS,
Secretary, Department of
Technical Education,
Employment and Forest,

Government of Chhattisgarh
graced the occasion as the
chief guest. She emphasised
on the link between adminis-
tration and law and the role of
bureaucracy and interpreta-
tional skills in strengthening
legal aid while sharing her ex-
periences during the discus-
sion. She made multiple sug-
gestions for higher education-
al institutions for increasing
the efficiency of legal aid ini-
tiatives.

The Raipur Legal Services
Authority was represented by
Ms. Soumya Rai,Civil
Judge,Chhattisgarh Judicial
Services. She assured the
University of future collabo-

rations with authority to col-
lectively strengthen access to
Justice.

Prof Dr. Uday
Shankar,Registrar, HNLU dis-
cussed the significance of ef-
fective branding in making
legal aid at institutions more
fruitful. Other discussants
also enlightened the audience
with their diverse and out-
come-oriented opinions.

The event was organized
under the supervision of the
Legal Aid Committee and Pro
Bono Club, HNLU, and the
able guidance of Prof (Dr.)
Yogendra K Srivastava, Dean,
Outreach and Regulatory
Affairs (External).

Session of AI and Data Science Best Emerging
Trends in Earth Science inaugurated

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100:: Department of
Computer Science and
Technology (CSE) and
Department of Information
Technology (IT), National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur is organizing an ATAL
FDP on Artificial Intelligence
and Data Science with AICTE
for 2 weeks from 7th
November to 18th November
2022. Dr. (Mrs) A. B. Soni,
Director (I/c), NIT Raipur is
the chief patron and Dr.
Prabhat Diwan, Dean(R&C),
NIT Raipur is the Patron of the
FDP.

The first phase of the pro-
gram will be organized virtu-
ally from 7th to 12th
November, and in offline
mode from 14th to 18th
November, 2022. The opening
ceremony began with the
introduction of guests. Dr.

Dilip Singh Sisodia, HoD, CSE
and Dr. R. Tripathi, Assistant
Professor, IT addressed the
program.

This program is divided into
14 sessions and each session
has two sub-sessions.
Lectures will be delivered by
professors from higher insti-
tutions of the country in vari-
ous subjects including Multi-
Sensor Remote Sensing Data
Processing, Future Research
Trends in AI, Data Science and
Earth Science, Data Collection
and Data Interpretation in
Hydrogeology, Indian Values
??and Ethos, Classroom
Conduct and Behaviour,
Teaching Practice in Lab, Life
and Stress Management etc.
The farewell ceremony of this
program, held for two weeks,
has been scheduled on
November 18.

Smriti Irani to lead BJP’s
Hunkar rally today

Raipur, Nov 10: Union
Minister Smriti Irani
would be leading the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Mahila Hunkar
rally against the Congress
government on Friday at
Bilaspur to register
protest against the rising
crime against women.

According to the infor-
mation received, Union
Minister Smriti Irani
would be reaching Raipur
Airport in the morning
and would depart for
Bilaspur by road. After a
brief stay at Chhattisgarh
Bhawan in Bilaspur, she
would be leading the agita-
tion against Congress gov-

ernment at Nehru Chowk
and would also be address-
ing a public meeting.

Meanwhile, the BJP
MLA and Spokesperson

Ranjana Sahu and BJP
Mahila Morcha President
Shalini Rajput said that
the Friday agitation would
pave way for the departure
of Congress regime. In a
joint statement issued
here, both the senior lead-
ers said that the Congress
had come to power with
the promise to deliver
liquor prohibition across
Chhattisgarh but has
failed to fulfill the 
promise.

They said that the
Congress government has
betrayed the Women on
the issue of liquor prohibi-
tion which they would reg-
ister protest. Notification issued for special

session of CG Assembly
Raipur, Nov 10:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat on
Thursday issued notifica-
tion for the two-day spe-
cial session from
December 1. As per the no-
tification issued by the
Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma, the spe-
cial session would contin-
ue on December 2.

It is notable that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel had requested the
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant to con-
vene a two-day session.
Subsequently, Governor

too had given her consent
for the same.

According to the infor-
mation received, the state
government would come
up with the Legislation to
restore the reservation for

Scheduled Tribe commu-
nity which was recently
reduced by the
Chhattisgarh High Court
on the grounds of exceed-
ed limits of reservation
with more than 50%.

While the ruling
Congress would try to re-
gain the lost ground
among the ST community,
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would corner the
Treasury bench on the
above issue. The two-day
session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly is
likely to be stormy.

Judicial remand of
Sameer Bishoni, Agrawal

and Tiwari extended

Raipur, Nov 10: The judi-
cial remand of the suspend-
ed  IAS officer Sameer
Bishnoi, coal trader Sunil
Agrawal and Laxmikant
Tiwari has been extended
and the Court has given
one-days time ED and hear-
ing into the entire case will
be held once again tomor-
row.

It is notable here that ED
conducted raids in the resi-
dence and establishments of
many IAS officers, busi-
nessmen and coal traders
last on Oct 11 and during
this there was information
about illegal trading and ex-
change of coal in the re-
gion. ED had conducted in-
quiry for two days and on
Oct 13 took into arrest the

then CEO CHiPS and IAS of-
ficer Sameer Bishnoi,
Director of Coal Washery
Sunil Agrawal and  busi-
nessman Laxmikant
Tiwari. They were pro-
duced in the Court and
were sent on judicial re-
mand for 8 days and then for
6 days later. After interroga-
tion, all the above three
were sent jail for 14 days
after taking them into ju-
dicial remand last on Oct

27. In this case, business-
man Suryakant Tiwari
was made as the key per-
son, but ED could not lo-
cate his whereabouts and
was never sent any sum-
mon. But it was on Oct 29
that all of sudden
Suryakant Tiwari surren-
dered before the ED’s spe-
cial court and after taking
him into arrest, ED sent
him to judicial remand for
12 days.

Proper efforts should be made to
prevent road accidents: CS

Raipur, Nov 10: A meet-
ing of the committee con-
stituted regarding road
safety through video con-
ferencing under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
was held at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here on
Thursday. The Chief
Secretary has instructed
the officers that proper ef-
forts should be made to en-
sure that road accidents
should not occur. He in-
structed the departmental
officers to take action
under the action plan to
make comprehensive man-
agement for road safety.
The Chief Secretary has
said that analysis should
be done to know the causes
of road accidents. Jain has
directed to organize regu-
lar meetings of the Road
Safety Committee at the
district level and review
the progress of proceed-
ings regarding road safety.
In the meeting, the meas-
ures and efforts to control

road accidents and road
safety awareness cam-
paign were discussed in de-
tail. In the meeting, in the
context of road safety, pres-
entation of efforts and fu-
ture action plan for road
accident control was given
by the Inter-departmental
Lead Agency (Road Safety)
Police Headquarters
Complex, Nava Raipur.

In the meeting, D.G.P.
Ashok Juneja and
Transport Commissioner
Dipanshu Kabra also par-
ticipated. In relation to the
road safety scenario, the
officials of the Inter-de-

partmental Lead Agency
(Road Safety) informed
about the accident control
efforts and action plan that
from January to October,
2022 this year, about three
lakh eight thousand 559
cases of violation of traffic
rules were registered in
the state. Recovery challan
action of Rs 74 lakh 54
thousand 690 crore was
taken. 6 lakh 48 thousand
430 recovery challan was
taken by the Transport
Department. This led to ef-
forts to control accidents.
Similarly, in the year 2021,
4458 awareness programs

for the control of road ac-
cidents were organized
across the state. About 11
lakh 77 thousand 700 peo-
ple participated in this. In
the awareness program,
various programs includ-
ing Road Safety Word
Cricket Series, Road
Safety Mitan, Road Safety
based short film festival,
Road Safety based song,
NCC, Scoud guide and
wide awareness program
were organized. Similarly,
this year, out of about 104
black spots of various ac-
cidents in the state, im-
provement work has been
completed in 50 and 54
works are in progress. In
the meeting, the collector
and superintendent of po-
lice of the respective dis-
tricts gave detailed infor-
mation regarding the over-
all road safety scenario of
seven districts with maxi-
mum number of accidents
namely Raipur, Durg,
Bilaspur, Rajnandgaon,
Raigarh, Janjgir-Champa

and Korba. In the meeting,
it was informed about the
trauma center that seven
medical colleges and dis-
trict hospitals operating in
different districts of the
state are being upgraded
at different levels.
Similarly, a provision of
eight crore rupees has
been made in the budget
for the establishment of
city scan machines in
Rajnandgaon, Janjgir-
Champa, Balod and
Dhamtari. For the treat-
ment of the injured in
road accidents, free facili-
ties are being provided in
all medical colleges and
district hospitals. All the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners, IGs and
District Collectors and
Superintendents of Police,
including the Secretary of
the Transport
Department, Mr. S.
Prakash, and officers of
the Police and Transport
Department attended the
meeting.

SHIV MAHAPURAN KATHA

Former Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh inaugurated the second day of Shri Shiv

Mahapuran Katha program by lighting the lamp on Thursday.

Final hearing into
the case tomorrow

 Held at HNLU

Caste certificate
issued to students
will be a permanent
record

Colorful inaugura-
tion of state level
cultural programs
of Atmanand
Schools

Row over Buddhist convention vows in Chh’garh
Rajnandgaon, Nov 10: A
controversy has erupted
over a Buddhist conven-
tion held in Chhattisgarh
where vows were purport-
edly taken to not follow the
Hindu religion and offer
prayers to gods and god-
desses.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal
have complained to the po-
lice seeking action against
organisers of the pro-
gramme held in
Rajnandgaon district on
November 7 after a video
went viral.

Congress leaders name-
ly Rajnandgaon Mayor
Hema Deshmukh and
chairman of Late Rani
Suryamukhi Devi
Rajgami Sampada Nyas,
Vivek Wasnik, were seen
on the stage at the event in
a video along with others.
Leaders of the BJP also at-
tended.

According to

Rajnandgaon MP Santosh
Pandey of BJP, the Nyas
also manages several tem-
ples in the state.

The former chief minis-
ter and BJP leader Raman
Singh told PTI that he had
left the event before such
vows were administered.

On November 8, a video
clip of the function went
viral in which people can
be heard taking vows that
they will not follow the
Hindu religion and offer
rituals to gods and god-
desses.

VHP, Bajrang Dal, and
other organisations staged
a protest in front of the of-
fice of Wasnik, who hails
from the Buddhist com-
munity, in Raipur on
Wednesday.

They later submitted
complaints to the police
seeking action against the
organisers claiming an at-
tempt is being made to vi-
tiate the social fabric.

Mayor Deshmukh said
she was invited to the
function but was unaware
of such a pledge which she
does not support.

“I was not alone in the
programme. Former CM
Raman Singh, and ex-MP
Madhusudan Yadav were
also there. I have complete
faith in Hindu gods and
goddesses. I don’t support
such anti-religious ideolo-
gy. I didn’t take the pledge
when it was being admin-
istered and left the venue
later”, she added.

MP Santosh Pandey has
demanded the resignation
of Wasnik as the chair-
man of the Nyas.

“Rajgami Sampada
Nyas also manages several
temples. How a person
with such a mindset can
hold the position of its
chairman?” Pandey asked.

Wasnik could not be
contacted for the com-
ment.

Govt putting additional burden 
on common men: Bohara

Kabirdham, Nov 10: After
undeclared power cut in
many parts of Chhattisgrh,
the people of state taken for
shock with two-three times
higher electricity bills in
the name of security fees
by the electricity depart-
ment. The people of
Kawardha city are in
dilemma and there is great
deal of resentment amogn
them. BJP Mahila Morha
State Secy and District
Panchayat Kabirdham
‘Sabhapati’- Bhavana
Bohara said that prior to
the elections, Congress has
promised to reduce the
electricity bills to half and
waive off the loan. But in-
stead of this, they have

gone against it and have
put the people of state
under additional burden by
hiking the electricity
charges and adding high se-
curity fees.

Bhawana Bohara said
that the people of the re-
gion were already troubled
with undeclared power cut
and now in the name of
high security fees, they are
putting the people of state
under additional financial
burden and filling their cof-
fers. Hike of 30 Paisa per

unit in the electricity bills
speaks of tall claims of the
state government to reduce
the power tariff. In the last
few years, the state govern-
ment has so far hiked the
power tariff four times. Set
aside this with number of
faults in the electricity bills
and its calculation, the peo-
ple are made to wander the
offices of the electricity de-
partment on daily basis
and the state government is
not finding any solution to
the same. Bohara charged
that the promises made by
the state government in the
last four years have not
being fulfilled and are mak-
ing only time-gap arrange-
ments in the name of pro-
viding services and facili-
ties to the general public.
On top of this with unde-
clared power cuts the farm-
ers and industrialists too
are made to face lots of

problems.BJP Mahila
Morcha State Secy
Bhawana Bohra charged
that all the promises of the
state government as per its
election manifesto have not
being fulfilled and the
farmers are made to com-
mit suicide not getting loan
waiver on agriculture and
with undeclared power cut
they are made to face prob-
lems in having good crop
production. The business-
men and traders are made
to use generators and this
is putting additional bur-
den on them and with all
such problems, the
Congress led government
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel is least
bothered about the prob-
lems being faced and are
only busy in increasing the
power tariff and increasing
revenue generation
through such procedures.

Total 1773 eligible beneficiaries
provided ‘patta’

Kawardha, Nov 10:
Minister for Climate
Change, Housing and
Environment and MLA
Kawardha Mohammed
Akbar convened a meeting
through video-conferenc-
ing with the Nagar Palika
Parishad Kawardha about
land-lease (patta) distribu-
tion under Rajiv Gandhi
Ashray Yojana (RGAY)
here on Wednesday.
Meeting was attended by
Nagar Palika Parishad
(NPP) Kawardha President
Rishi Kumar Sharma,
Nagar Palika V-P Jamil
Khan, corporators of dif-
ferent wards and Nazul of-
ficer Sandeep Thakur,
Nazul Tehsildar Ravi

Pandey and other officers
and employees of the
Nazul department.

In the above meeting
‘nazul’ officer informed
that under RGAY a survey
of eligible persons resid-
ing in Kawardha city was
carried out in 2018 and in
this total 4373 beneficiaries
were surveyed and only
1773 were found eligible
and 2600 were ineligible.
Out of the 1774 eligible
beneficiaries, 1051 deposit-
ed the requisite fees and
out of which 1020 benefici-
aries have been distributed
‘patta’ (land-lease). The
work of rest of the 31 bene-
ficiaries too has been com-
pleted and they would be
alloted ‘patta’ in 2-3 days.
Out of 1773 eligible benefi-
ciaries, 722 have so far not
deposited the required fees

till date and in context of
which they have been sent
notices twice and since
they have not shown inter-
est in getting ‘patta’, their
procedure has not being
completed. Presently all
the ward corporators have
been provided the list of el-
igible and ineligible benefi-
cairies. During discus-
sions it came to fore that
few persons who have en-
croached upon the land of
Police and WRD cannot be
provided ‘patta’ and there
is information about
‘patta’ being alloted to
some ineligible beneficiar-
ies as well.

Minister Mohammed
Akbar in the meeting after
the discussions instructed
the NPP Kawardha offi-
cers and employees to pro-
vide one-week’s time to re-

maining 722 eligible bene-
ficiaries and the benefici-
aries who are residing on
more than the required
land area then they are eli-
gible should be provided
‘patta’ with land area as
per their eligibility. Akbar
said that the peopple who
have encroached upon the
‘nallah’ area, their videog-
raphy should be done and
in this way the person who
are residingi or en-
croached upon the land or
are living on rent, can be
provided ‘patta’ as per
their eligiblity at the right
place. He also instructed to
provide more and more
‘pattas’ to eligible persons
under RGAY and those
who have been provided
‘patta’ earlier, their renew-
al too should be done as
per the rules.

Cadets of All-India Vayu
Sainik camp felicitated

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10: Cadets
of 3 CG Air NCC who
took part in All-India
Vayu Sainik Camp held
at Jodhpur were felicitat-
ed by the Commanding
Officer, Wing
Commander Rajat
Gupta. A total of 10
cadets from Chhattisgarh
participated in the camp
as a part of MP &
Chhattisgarh Contingent
and achieved third posi-
tion. AIVSC is a national
level camp held at
Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
every year and a total of
600 cadets of Air Wing
from all over the country
participate in various
events like
Aeromodelling, Firing,
Drill, Tent Pitching and
Flying.

Two cadets of the unit,
from Durga College, won
Bronze medal in
Aeromodelling Remote
Control flying. Both
cadets, Cadet Under-offi-
cer Ganga Sagar Tiwari
and Cadet Tarun Sagar
Dewan were rewarded

with a medal, cash prize
and a token of apprecia-
tion each by the
Commanding Officer. All
participating Cadets of
the unit were compli-
mented by Wing
Commander Rajat Gupta
and praised for bringing
laurels to the Directorate
and Chhatisgarh State.
The Aeromodelling in-

structor Mr Deepak
Bhurle played a vital role
in training of the cadets
in aeromodelling inspite
of the limited resources.
During the ceremony,
Squadron Leader (Dr)
Vijay Kumar Choubey,
Junior Warrant Officer
Paul were present along
with the other Staff of 3
CG Air NCC.

Govt aim is to strengthen the condition
of the farmers: Dr. Kamalpreet Singh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10:
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh on
Wednesday reviewed the
Kharif year 2022 at New
Circuit House by taking a
meeting of senior officers of
Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries Department in-
cluding Collectors of
Districts of Raipur and Durg
divisions, Chief Executive
Officers of District
Panchayats and reviewed
the scheduling of Rabi sea-
son 2022-23. The progress of
flagship schemes of the gov-
ernment related to agricul-
ture and related depart-
ments was also reviewed in
the meeting.

In the meeting,
Commissioner of Raipur
Division  Yashwant Kumar,
Commissioner of Durg
Division Mahadev Kanwre
and Director Agriculture Dr.
Ayaz Tamboli, Horticulture
Director Shri Matheswaran
V. along with other senior of-

ficers were present.
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh while ad-
dressing in the meeting said
that benefiting the farmers
from agriculture and allied
sector and strengthening
their position is included in

the priority of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel. To improve the con-
dition of the farmers, culti-
vation of paddy as well as
other commercial crops
should be promoted in the
state. In order to promote the
cultivation of other crops, a

provision has been made to
provide input subsidy by
covering all Kharif crops in
the Kisan Nyay Yojana.
Agriculture Production
Commissioner directed to
promote palm plantation
and encourage wheat culti-
vation in irrigated areas. He
said that the state has re-
ceived good rains this year.
There is still good moisture
in the fields, taking advan-
tage of this, the area under
Rabi crops can be increased.

It should be the effort of
all of us that, farmers
should produce such crops
which are in demand in the
market, this will benefit the
farmers. In the meeting,
progress of beneficiary ori-
ented schemes of Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Millet Mission,
organic farming, cultivation
of maize and other crops in-
stead of summer paddy,
Integrated Watershed
Management Program,
Community Garden,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries
Department were reviewed.

BJP protests against reservation cut on NH-30 
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 10: In
protest against cut in the
reservation percentage of
tribals, a demonstration
was organized by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Scheduled Tribe
(ST) Morcha at Amaguda
Chowk, National Highway
No.30 from 1 noon against
the Congress government.
The protest continued till
3:30 pm. BJP leaders
charged that due to the
negligence and conspiracy
of the Congress govern-
ment, the reduction in
reservation of tribals is

being protested from
Bastar to Surguja in the
state-wide call.

Mahesh Kashyap of
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Scheduled Tribes

(ST) Morcha said that due
to the gross negligence of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s Congress govern-
ment on 32% reservation
for tribals, 10% reserva-
tion was cut. From which
it is clear that Bhupesh
Sarkar has never been
friendly to the tribals. The
BJP ST Morcha is agitat-
ing against the Congress
government to fight for the
rights of tribals. During
this, along with BJP ST
Morcha, BJP Yuva
Morcha, Mahila Morcha
and other cells, office bear-
ers and workers were pres-
ent in large numbers.

No encroachments allowed in Devguri areas: Collector
Jagdalpur, Nov 10:
Collector Chandan Kumar
directed to preserve the site
to prevent encroachment in
the area of ??Devgudi. He
said that for the necessary
progress in the develop-
ment works of Devguri, Rs
5 lakh is being given by the
administration from DMFT
head for development
work. The Collector said
that the development work
of Devgudi should be given
priority. He also instructed
to do the documentation of
every Devgudi. Collector
Kumar directed the officers
in the meeting of the time-
limit held in the Prerna
Cell of the District Office
on Wednesday. Chief
Executive Officer Prakash
Sarve, Additional Collector
Haresh Mandavi and other
district level officers were
present in the meeting.

In the meeting, Collector
Kumar said that the pend-
ing cases related to pension

of officers-employees be-
longing to the departments
should be resolved prompt-
ly. The officers of the de-
partment should ensure
that the pension benefici-
ary takes equitable action
from a human point of
view. Reviewing the electri-
fication work of CREDA,
he said that continuous
monitoring of the guaran-

teed equipment installed
should be done. Maintain
continuous maintenance of
solar equipment installed
in government buildings
including hospitals, hos-
tels.

Instructions were given
to complete the approved
works in the Rural
Industrial Park on time. He
said that the construction

of infrastructure in rural
industrial parks is going on
at a fast pace and all the de-
partments concerned
should make necessary
preparations for conduct-
ing employment oriented
activities in them. He re-
viewed the progress of
Amrit Sarovar. He also re-
viewed the work being
done under Jal Shakti
Abhiyan. Instructions were
given to complete the work
of Amrit Mission in the
municipal corporation
area expeditiously and
after laying the pipeline,
the work of reconstruction
of the road should also be
completed expeditiously.

During the review of re-
curring grazing Gothans of
the Forest Department, he
directed to bring progress
in the construction work of
Gothans. Instructions were
given to the forest depart-
ment officer to take neces-
sary action on the applica-

tion made under section 3-2
for recurring grazing.
Instructions were given to
the officers to make an ap-
peal to make paradan for
the Gothans in the Gram
Sabha to be held in the
coming days. He also em-
phasized on getting
Shramdaan done in
Gothans. Instructions were
given to increase the pur-
chase in the Gothans hav-
ing less cow dung.

The Collector said that
the construction work of
fair price shops and
Anganwadi centers should
be completed soon. While
reviewing the purchase of
paddy, he directed to ensure
the availability of gunny
bags in sufficient quantity
in all the committees.
During the discussion on
the issue of time-limit in
the meeting, the action
being taken on the applica-
tions of community forest
rights was discussed.

RMC forms probe committee
into beautification work

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) administration on
Wednesday formed a
joint probe committee to
investigate into reported
irregularities in the vari-
ous works from Untided
Fund for beautification

work on Road Divider
from the Telibandha
Police Station to VIP
Turning Point.

RMC Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi has
also cancelled the Tender
issued for the said work
on the basis of the com-
plaint received. He has
constituted a three-mem-
ber committee. Chief
Engineer RK Choubey,
Joint Director Finance
SP Sahu and
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer Hemant
Sharma would be con-

ducting investigation
and submit the report
within 7 days. RMC Zone
10 has been directed to
submit the essential doc-
uments to the three-
member investigation
committee.

It is notable that the
Lok Sabha member from
Raipur Sunil Soni had ex-
posed the above irregu-
larity and had said to reg-
ister complaint with
Union Ministry as well as
to the Standing
Committee of
Parliament.
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Commissioner cancels
the Tender of
Telibandha Divider
work

With hike in security
fees and undeclared
power cuts

Under RGAY in
Kawardha city

Agriculture Production
Commissioner took
meeting of officers of
Raipur and Durg divi-
sions

Satya Devi Sudan

Raipur: Satya Devi
S u d a n ,
R / o
Shankar
N a g a r -
Sector-1,
R a i p u r,
breathed

her last here on
Thursday. She was 90.
The final journey will
leave from her resi-
dence tomorrow at
11:00 am to Devendra
Nagar crematorium.
She was mother of
Rakesh Sudan and
grand-mother of
Girish Sudan.

OBITUARY



Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Nov 10:
General domestic power
consumers are made to
wander the office of
Electricity department on
getting exorbitant electric-
ity bills for the month of
October and in protest
against the same the BJP
Kawardha city Mandal
party workers pasted a
poster bearing name 'Loot
Karyalaya' outside the
Electricity department of-
fice here on Wednesday.

BJP City Mandal
P r e s i d e n t
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Chandravanshi  coming
down heavily against the
electricity department on
charging of security fees
from consumer charged
that the Congress govern-
ment is trying to 'loot' gen-

eral public in the name of
security fees and there is
great deal of resentment
among the general public.

Chandravanshi further
charged that on receiving
high electricity bill with
security fees, the domes-
tic power consumers are
in state- of-shock and ma-
jority of the consumers
are wandering to office of
the electricity board in
the city.

C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Chandravanshi charged
that the Congress govern-
ment has hiked the secu-
rity fees exorbitantly and
the party is going against

the promises made in its
election manifesto,
wherein they have prom-
ised to reduce the elec-
tricity bill to half. But
here instead of reducing
they have hiked it in
terms of security fees
after increasing the
power tariff.

BJYM District
President Piyush Singh
charged that due to lack-
adaisical an attitude and
exploitive tendency of the
state government, the do-
mestic power consumers
in state and city are
forced to pay higher elec-
tricity bills. He charged

that the Bhupesh govern-
ment is anti-farmer and
anti-poor and have not
provided any relief to
poor, labourers and farm-
ers for power consump-
tion and the people are
ready to teach them a les-
son in the coming days.

On this occasion BJP
SC, ST Cell Mandal
President Bihari Dhurve,
BJYM District Secy. Ajay
Thakur, Urban Secy Tilak
Kurre, Santosh Sinha,
Kamlesh Dwivedi,
Durgesh Awasthi, Deepak
Thakur, Sanjay Chouhan,
Panch Ram Kosale,
Prakash Soni, Neelkamal
Dhawalkar and Top Singh
Ghurve were present.

Shortage of laborers problem for farmers 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli: Nov 10: As
paddy procurement sea-
son has started, but the
shortage of laborers has
become a big problem for
the farmers, as many
farms and fields lay va-
cant, due to non availabili-
ty of labourers.

On the other hand, due
to increase in demand, the
wage rate has also in-
creased, and the farmers
have to bear extra cost.
Farmers Shivkumar,
Sadaram, Umesh, Harish
and others who are
presently harvesting
paddy in their respective
fields, told that these days
the rate of wages is run-

ning from Rs 120 to 140.
On the other hand, rates

of thresher and harvester
have also increased and
the hourly rent of thresh-
er is running from Rs 800
to 1000 and that of har-
vester is from Rs 2200 to
2500 per acre.

However the procedure

of threshing and harvest-
ing is at hold as moisture
and water is still accumu-
lated in majority of the
fields, due to which
wheeled harvesters are
not able to harvest paddy
in the fields, while the de-
mand for harvesters has
increased rapidly.

Daily commuters troubled due
to cancellation of local trains 

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Nov 10:
The work of connecting
the third railway line in
the Salva railway section
between Kamathi and
Bhandara under South
East Central Railway is to
be done, due to which
other local trains includ-
ing Express trains have
been canceled, owing to
which daily commuters
on this route are facing a
lot of problem.

According to informa-
tion received from rail-
way sources, the work of
connecting the third rail-
way line at Salva railway

station is to be ensured
from November 06 to 09,
due to which more than a
dozen trains running in
the direction of up and
down will be affected. In
particular, Intercity
Express and Shivnath
Express running between
Korba-Itwari have been
cancelled.

The operation of Tarsa
local train will also be af-
fected, while the local
train running between
Raipur-Itwari will be can-
celed in Gondia. Due to
the cancellation of 20
trains, the problems of
the passengers have in-
creased as many as seven

trains are being canceled
mid-way. Hundreds of
passengers have canceled
tickets by reaching the
ticket counter of
Nandgaon railway station
today due to change of
route of more than half a
dozen trains.

Cong govt has hiked electricity bill 
charging high security fees: Chandravanshi

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 10: The
birth anniversary of Shri
Guru Nanakji was ob-
served with religious fer-
vour and gaiety by the Sikh
brethren.

At one place where the
'Aagaman parv' of 'Guru'
by the Sikh Samaj was ob-
served on Wednesday and
under this MLA Ranjana
Deependra Sahu paid obei-
sance visiting Baba
Choithram's darbar and

Baba Jaganram Darbar in
the morning and took
blessings of Baba
Choithram and brother
Ashok Kumarji. On this oc-
casion the 'Gurus' felicitat-
ed MLA by presenting her
with 'shawl' and 'pakkhar'.
Addressing the gathering
MLA Ranjana Deependra

Sahu said that with teach-
ings of humanity, peace
and equality by Shri Guru
Nanak Devji, he showed
the path of truth, hard
work and sympathy for fel-
low human-beings to all in
the country and entire
world. His life dedicated for
the humanity without any

selfishness has become
source of inspiration to all
the people in this world.
The teachings and guid-
ance by Shri Gurunank
Devji would continue to
guide the humanity to ren-
der selfless services to-
wards fellow human beings
and it is following upon his

teachings that Sindhi com-
munity has established
new records. Senior advo-
cate Parvati Vaghwani said
that Baba Nanakshahji
showed the path of servic-
es through selfless services
to humans and his
thoughts always inspires
one to stay united and have
concern for others. On this
occasion BJYM State work-
ing committee member Jai
Hinduja, BJYM Mandal V-
P Daulat Vadhwani,
Manish Aaswani, Mamta
Sinha, Nilu Rajak, Deepak
Lalwani, and people from
Sikh and Sindhi Samaj
were present in large 
number.

DCC felicitates
Aryan Sonkar,
Ayush Golcha

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 10: Youth of
city Aryan Sonkar and his
friend Ayush Golcha were fe-
licitated for their courage
and bravery by DCC
Dhamtari on saving three
persons from drowning in
Rudri Barrage main canal.
They were felicitated by per-
snting them with shawl and
srifal and garlanding them
by Congmen.

During this DCC District
President Sharad Lohana,
Divya Gajan, Advisory
Board Prsident Mohan
Lalwani, Mayor Vijay
Dewangan, DCC general
secy. Alok Jadhav, BCC
President Ishwar Dewangan,
Aakash Golcha, Nagar
Nigam Alderman Suryarao
Pawar, NSUI District
President Raja Dewangan,
BCC General Secy. Ambar
Chandrakar, Ashutosh
Khare, Nagar Nigam corpo-
rator Suraj Gaharwar, YC
general secy. Geetam Sinha
and others were present.

CSLSA comes to rescue of patient Rajendra

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 10: On the
occasion of Legal Services
Day, as per the instruc-
tions of the Executive
Chairman of CG State
Legal Services
A u t h o r i t y ( C S L S A ) ,
Bilaspur, Justice Gautam
Bhaduri awareness pro-
grams were organized at
Kaushalendra Rao Law
College, Central Jail and
Halfway Home. On this oc-
casion, Member
Secretary,.

Anand Prakash Warial,
Mrs. Kamini Jaiswal,
Under Secretary,
Shashank Shekhar Dubey,
Legal Aid Officer, went to
the Half Way Home to
meet the mentally ill pa-
tients who had become
healthy. After recovering
from mental hospital, such
patients are kept in half
way home and after some

time arrangements
are made to send
them home. On this
occasion fruits were
distributed by the
authority.

Anand Prakash
Wariyal, said that
the Legal Services
Authority has been
working to send all
the mentally ill pa-
tients who have be-
come healthy to their
homes as soon as
possible and will
continue to try. On
the basis of the infor-
mation received from the
Halfway Home, the State
Legal Services Authority
contacts such patients and
their families located out-
side the state and makes
arrangements to send
them home.

In this regard, the State
Legal Services Authority
is conducting the cam-
paign Umeed. So far 56
mental patients have been
sent to their homes, which
included patients from

outside the state as well.
Rajendra, a person who
had recovered during the
inspection today, request-
ed that he has recovered
and he should be sent
home soon. He also said
that he wants to meet his
wife and children and
wants to talk to his broth-
er.

SLSA  Member Secy.
Wariyal, called his broth-
er, and  conversation was
made possible through

mobile. His brother as-
sured that he would soon
bring the patient's wife
and the children to visit
him and also take him
back home if the doctor al-
lows it. It is noteworthy
that after getting healthy
from mental hospital, 60
men and 100 men have
been sent to their respec-
tive homes.

The authority is prepar-
ing the data of about 20000
prisoners confined in the

jails of the state
under campaign
"Haq Hamara Bhi To
Hai@75". Anand
Prakash Wariyal,
Member Secretary,
C.G. addressing at
Central Jail
Bilaspur, gave de-
tailed information
about the ongoing
campaign in "Haq
Hamara Bhi To
Hai/75." he ex-
plained that the
scheme is being run
by NALSA for two
weeks for the prison-

ers.
The advocates, their

families were informed
about the information and
the status of their cases
and also after checking the
data and action being
taken by the District Legal
Services Authority
through Para Legal
Volunteers and Panel
Advocates, they should be
given according to the
guidelines of NALSA
within the time period.

Under the scheme those
prisioners who have un-
dergone 40% or 50% of
their total sentence, in
case of offence punishable
upto 7 years, can be given
benefit under the  scheme
on a condition that in the
future they will not in-
dulge in any other crime
and they will live their
normal life and live happi-
ly with their family mem-
bers. He also informed
that as per the instruc-
tions of NALSA, data of
about 20,000 prisoners is
being collected while con-
ducting campaign in all
the jails of the state.

In today's program, C.G.
Member Secretary, State
Legal Services Authority,
Bilaspur Anand Prakash
Warial, Mrs Kamini
Jaiswal, Under Secretary,
Shashank Shekhar Dubey,
Legal Aid Officer, Central
Jail Superintendent, SS
Tigga, District Legal
Services Authority,
Secretary Rakesh Singh
Sori was present.
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p Gurunanak Dev's
Jayanti celebrated
with fervour

p For paddy harvest

p BJP city Mandal
party workers 
register stiff protest

p Recovered from
mentally ill condition

For saving lives of three
from drowning in Rudri
Barrage main canal

Gurunank Devji’s showed path 
of truth and sympathy: Sahu

Chhattisgarh Express, Bhagat-ki-Kothi, Bikaner Express running on changed route 

What officer says
Express trains as well as

other trains have been can-
celed for a few days due to
non-interlocking work
being done at Salva railway
station. RK Burman, Station
Master, Nandgaon railway
station.
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Campaigning ends in HP,
over to voters now

Shimla, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The Congress and the
BJP on Thursday wound
up their assembly poll
campaigns for Himachal
Pradesh, which saw high
profile leaders descending
on it with promises that
ranged from implementa-
tion of a common civil
code to scooters for col-
lege-going women.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, which is contesting
to return to power in the
Jai Ram Thakur-led state,
scored on bringing in the
big names. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
twice, addressing a series
of rallies the last two on
Wednesday.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, who is
busy leading a Bharat
Jodo Yatra, has skipped
campaigning in the state.
But Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra made up for him to
an extent.

Her last rally was held
in Sirmaur, just hours be-
fore electioneering closed
at 5 pm as mandated by the
Election Commission. For
the BJP, Union Home

Minister Amit Shah and
party president J P Nadda
were among those ad-
dressed public meetings
on the last day of the cam-
paign.

Polling for the 68 assem-
bly constituencies takes
place on Saturday.
Counting of votes is on
December 8.

In the outgoing assem-
bly, the ruling BJP holds 43
states. The state has alter-
nated between the
Congress and the BJP in
every election since 1982
and the opposition party
says it is its “turn” now.

If that happens it would
be a morale booster for the
party that has lost state
after state since the BJP
came to power at the
Centre in 2014.

Apart from this
Himachal “rivaj” (conven-
tion) of booting out the in-
cumbent each time, the op-
position party is counting
on the apparent dissatis-
faction over the BJP gov-
ernment s implementa-
tion of the new pension
scheme.

In its 52-page election
manifesto, the Congress

promised a return to the
old pension scheme (OPS),
which costs the govern-
ment much more.

Taking a leaf out of the
Aam Aadmi Party s book
Arvind Kejriwal s Party
too hopes to make a dent
in the state the Congress
manifesto also offered 300
units of free electricity.
The party has assured a Rs
1,500 per month stipend to
women aged between 18
and 60.

The BJP manifesto re-
leased by party president J
P Nadda promised bring-
ing in a Uniform Civil
Code and 33 per cent reser-
vation for women in gov-
ernment jobs and educa-
tional institutions.

Nadda promised cre-
ation of 8 lakh jobs, in-
cluding the government
ones, bicycles for girl stu-
dents in classes six to 12
and scooters for girls in
colleges.

But more than any-
thing, the party is banking
on Narendra Modi.

“Today, under Modi ji’s
leadership, the Indian
economy is at the fifth po-
sition in the world.

Anganwadi workers’ union calls
for boycott of MCD polls

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

A union of Anganwadi
workers here on
Thursday announced
that it would boycott the
upcoming Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
elections and campaign
against the BJP and the
AAP over the “abrupt”
termination of 884 of
their counterparts.

The 250-ward
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi goes to polls on
December 4 and the re-
sults will be declared on
December 7.

Shivani Kaul, presi-
dent of the Delhi State
Anganwadi Workers and
Helpers Union, said all
22,000 Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers under its
ambit and their family
members would not cast
their votes. The union
will also hold a ‘vote

bandi’ campaign against
the two parties, she said.

“Not only will the
22,000 Anganwadi work-
ers (in the union) not
vote for either of these
two parties but their fam-
ilies and friends will ac-
tively boycott them. We
will also hold campaigns
for a complete ‘vote
bandi’ of these two par-
ties,” Kaul said.

She alleged that politi-
cal parties had always
“used” Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers as “vote
banks” and “tools” in
their campaigns.

“All the parties have
used Anganwadi workers
as a vote bank and a tool
for their campaigns as
they are aware that we
have access to every nook
and corner. We will tar-
get all those parties who
terminated our workers
instead of listening to
their constitutional de-
mands,” she said.

Anita, another
Anganwadi helper, said
the Congress was no ex-
ception as senior party

leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi represented the
Delhi government in a
case against the termi-
nated workers at the high
court.

“We saw the true
colours of all the parties
during our strike. Both
the BJP and the AAP
worked hand-in-glove
against us. And the
Congress is no excep-
tion,” she alleged.

“The Delhi govern-
ment is being represent-
ed by senior Congress
leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi in the high
court.”

Anita added that the
Anganwadi workers
would not allow BJP and
AAP leaders to campaign
in their areas.

The union said the
Delhi government issued
termination notices to
884 Anganwadi workers
and show-cause notices
to another 11,942 for tak-
ing part in a 39-day strike
to press for a hike in min-
imum wage and re-
spectable work hours.

Psychologist Sneha Shah to pen guide to ‘knowing yourself’
New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Psycholo gist -coach
Sneha Shah will explore
different aspects of
human personality using
geometric ‘shapes’ in her
debut book which will be
published next February.

Co-written by Susan
Dellinger, founder of
PsychoGeometrics, “What
Shape Are You?” will be
published by Westland

Books. Shah says the book
is filled with little stories
and each chapter ap-
proaches and explores dif-

ferent aspects of human
personality using geomet-
ric ‘shapes’. “My hope is
that you will be left with a
greater understanding of
yourself and your sur-
roundings. By the time
you reach the end of this
book, you’ll be endowed
with skills to build deeper
connections, have better
conversations, suffer less,
and engage more effective-
ly with others,” she says.

CBI To Delhi HC

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The CBI Thursday assured
the Delhi High Court that all
efforts are being made to as-
certain the whereabouts of
self-styled spiritual preacher
Virender Dev Dixit who is
facing rape cases and has
been absconding for several
years.

The agency said raids have
been carried out at Dixit’s
farm houses and ashrams
and special teams have been
constituted to arrest him. A
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad asked
the CBI to file within four
weeks a fresh status report
giving details of the steps
taken by it to locate Dixit. The
CBI, in its status report filed
on November 7, said various
video clips pertaining to the
accused available on
YouTube are being looked
into to trace the location or
the persons who have up-
loaded them.

“All efforts are being made
to ascertain the whereabouts
of accused Virender Dev
Dixit by deploying various
sources/ informers, by verify-

ing the information received
about his presence, by mount-
ing surveillance at suspected
places and by CDR analysis of
the mobile numbers of his
close associates as well as
sending teams at various lo-
cations including his possible
hideouts and mounting sur-
veillance,” the report said.
The CBI, which said that
there is a possibility that
Dixit might have fled the
country, added that a reward
of Rs 5 lakh has also been an-
nounced for giving any infor-
mation regarding Dixit and
his name has been sent to the
fugitive cell of CBI to trace
his present location. In 2017,
NGO Foundation for Social
Empowerment, represented
by lawyer Sravan Kumar, had
moved the high court alleging
that several minors and
women were allegedly being
illegally confined at the “spir-
itual university” and were
not allowed to meet their par-
ents. The high court had then
asked the CBI to trace the
founder of the ashram Dixit
and directed the agency to
probe the alleged illegal con-
finement of girls and women
in the ashram where it was

claimed they were kept in
“animal-like” conditions be-
hind metal doors in a
“fortress” surrounded by
barbed wire.

During the hearing, the pe-
titioner’s counsel said if the
CBI is able to locate the
source of videos which have
been uploaded on YouTube,
they may be of some help.

The bench asked the CBI to
find out the URLs from where
the videos have been up-
loaded. The high court had
earlier sought assistance
from retired IPS officer Kiran
Bedi on the matter concern-
ing the welfare of women liv-
ing in the ashram founded by
Dixit in Rohini here. The
court had earlier constituted
a committee under her super-
vision to monitor the func-
tioning of the ashram —
Adhyatmik Vidhyalaya,
Rohini. It had also set up a
committee, comprising
lawyers and Delhi
Commission for Women chief
Swati Maliwal, to inspect the
premises of the institute.

The committee, compris-
ing lawyers Ajay Verma and
Nandita Rao, had then given
a report detailing the “horri-

ble” living conditions of the
over 100 girls and women who
were housed in “animal-like
conditions with no privacy
even for bathing.”

Earlier this year, the court
had asked the ashram to
show cause as to why it
should not be taken over by
the Delhi government and
said it was difficult to accept
that the inmates were living
there of their free will. It had
also said that while it cannot
force the women living in the
ashram under “shocking”
conditions to live with their
parents, no institution has
the licence to conduct its af-
fairs in a manner that vio-
lates fundamental rights of
the inmates. In April, it had
constituted a committee
under the supervision of the
retired IPS officer to monitor
the welfare and protection of
rights of women living there
while stating that the institu-
tion shall be free to pursue its
religious and spiritual prac-
tices and the committee shall
ensure that no woman inmate
or child, if any, in the ashram
is subjected to a treatment
which is in breach of their
fundamental or legal rights.

‘India on way to reclaim past glory’
New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

India is on the rise as
never before and is on the
way to “reclaim the glory”
it had enjoyed ages ago,
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar said here on
Thursday.

Addressing a gathering
at the opening ceremony
of a three-day conference
on ‘Infrastructure,
Information and
Innovation for Building
New Bharat’, he said that
after 34 years a “revolu-
tionary step” has been
taken by introduction of
the National Education
Policy 2020, and added this
policy will be a “game-
changer”.

The conference has been
organised as part of the
centenary celebrations of
the Delhi University.

“I congratulate the
Delhi University for com-
pleting 100 years. It is a
milestone in the journey
of any organisation,” he
said.

The vice president said
India is “on the rise as
never before” and the rise
of the country is “unstop-
pable”.

“We have now more uni-
corns than in China. Our
youngsters are doing mir-
acles. All of this has taken
place because there has
been a transformation in
policy ecosystem. All ef-

forts are being made to en-
sure that everyone should
be able to exploit his or her
talent to the optimum
level,” Dhankhar said.

And, this means, “we
are on the way to reclaim
the glory” India enjoyed
ages ago, he asserted.

Today it a matter of
pride to be an Indian.
“Anywhere you go, honour
of Indian and Indianness
is different,” he said.

“Our leadership, diplo-
mats and our functionar-
ies, they talk only one lan-
guage, and that is the lan-
guage which is in the in-
terest of the country. The
voice of Indian Prime
Minister is heard in world
fora more than ever be-
fore. All this has come
about...because India has a
great demographic divi-
dend. The future belongs
to the youngsters and they
have to shape the destiny
of this country. It is their

directions, their attitude
that will define the course
of history,” he said.

He also hailed various
initiatives of the govern-
ment and mentioned the
COVID-19 vaccination
drive.

Dhankhar said it also
troubled him as to why
some people “could not di-
gest the growth story of
India, that Bharat is on the
rise”.

He cited how India
fought against the COVID-
19 pandemic when cities
like New York and
London, and Europe was
overburdened with pa-
tients.

The vice president said
time has come when the
youth of the country, espe-
cially students, become
“authentic opinion mak-
ers”.

On the National
Education Policy, he said,
“First time this policy has
lent a new dimension to
our thinking.”

Addressing the event,
DU Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh said, “DU
has completed 100 years of
successful and accom-
plished journey, and India
completed 75 years since
Independence. From three
colleges which were estab-
lished before the setting
up of DU (in 1922), now it
has 90 colleges.”

Also, the number of

girls in the university has
significantly grown over
the decades, he said.

In 1931, there were only
82 girls in the university;
340 in 1941; 1,737 in 1951,
and 3,24,067 in 2021. And,
today, more than 50 per
cent of its students are
girls, which is a “matter of
pride,” the VC said.

This year, admissions
were held through
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET), in-
stead of Plus-2 marks.
Many were sceptical, num-
ber of girls may get re-
duced. But, this time, the
number of girls admitted
has been more than 50 per
cent, he said.

The organisers said dur-
ing the three-day interna-
tional conference, 500 dele-
gates from across the
country will take part.
And, 150 research papers
have been received.

Besides, thematic ses-
sions will be held on
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
National Education Policy
of India 2020, building
‘New Bharat’, libraries as
temples of knowledge.

Former Union minister
Vijay Goel said under the
leadership of Prime
Minster Narendra Modi,
cultural and religious sites
such as Kashi Vishwanath
Dham, Kedarnarth Dham
and Mahakal Lok have
been revived.

POLL PREPARATION

Polling officials wait to collect election materials at a distribution centre ahead of Himachal Pradesh Assembly

elections, in Palampur, Thursday.

SPLENDID DANCE PERFORMANCE

Bollywood actress and BJP MP Hema Malini dressed as Goddess Radha performs
during ‘Braj Kartik Raas Mahostav’ at Jawahar Bagh, in Mathura on Wednesday night.

BRIEF

Blow 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The ruling Left front
in Kerala suffered a
blow on Thursday as
the Congress-led UDF
won the byelections in
15 of the 29 local wards
in 11 districts of the
State and even wrested
some seats from the
CPI(M) and BJP.
Leader of Opposition
in the State Assembly
V D Satheesan, on a so-
cial media platform,
said it was a resound-
ing victory for the
UDF and also the pub-
lic response to the al-
leged arrogance of
LDF.

Seized 
 Chandigarh: Gold

worth Rs 8.44 lakh was
seized from a passen-
ger who arrived at
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
International Airport
here from Dubai, the
Customs department
said on Thursday.
Customs officials in-
tercepted the passen-
ger when he was try-
ing to cross the ‘green
channel’, it said in a
statement. A search of
his two trolley bags led
to the recovery of 160.5
grams of gold.

Reunited 
 New Delhi: A 13-year-

old girl who was al-
legedly kidnapped was
reunited with her fam-
ily in south Delhi after
over two months, po-
lice said on Thursday.
Jitender Kumar (19)
has been arrested in
connection with the al-
leged kidnapping, the
police said.

Shot dead 
 Shillong: Two heavily

armed kidnappers were
shot dead on Thursday
in West Garo Hills dis-
trict of Meghalaya and
their two victims were
rescued, police said.
The incident took place
in the early hours at
Dibru Hill Reserve
Forest. The kidnappers
were chased by the po-
lice and killed in retal-
iatory firing, it added.

Electrification 
 New Delhi: The rail-

ways has achieved
1,223 route km of
electrification in the
2022-23 financial year
till October 2022, as
compared to 895
RKMs during the cor-
responding period of
FY 2021-22, the min-
istry said in a state-
ment on Thursday.
This is 36.64 per cent
more than the previ-
ous year figures of
the corresponding 
period.

Rejected
 Port Blair: A local

court on Thursday re-
jected the anticipato-
ry bail application of
former Andaman
and Nicobar chief
secretary Jitendra
Narain in a gang rape
case. Soon after the
verdict, a team of po-
licemen reached a
private resort where
Narain is staying and
took him to the Police
Line amid heavy 
security.

108 feet statue of
N a d a p r a b h u
Kempegowda at
K e m p e g o w d a
International Airport in
Bengaluru, Thursday.

Jagdeep Dhankhar

‘Making efforts to trace self-styled preacher Dixit’

To run ‘vote bandi’
campaign against
AAP, BJP
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Kabul, Nov 10 (AP):

The Taliban is banning women
from using gyms in Afghanistan,
an official said on Thursday, the
religious group’s latest edict
cracking down on women’s rights
and freedoms since they took
power more than a year ago. The
Taliban overran the country last
year, seizing power in August 2021.

They have banned girls from mid-
dle school and high school, despite
initial promises to the country,
restricted women from most
fields of employment, and or-
dered them to wear head-to-toe
clothing in public. A spokesman
from the Ministry of Virtue and
Vice said the ban was being in-
troduced because people were
ignoring gender segregation or-

ders and that women were not
wearing the required hijab, or

head covering. Women are also
banned from parks.

Taliban official: Women banned from Afghanistan’s gyms
Washington, Nov 10 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said he is looking for
competition and not con-
flict with China.

Biden is likely to meet
his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of
the G-20 Summit in Bali,
Indonesia, later this month.
During the meeting, Biden
told reporters here on
Wednesday, the two leaders

are expected to talk to each
other about their national
interests and the “red line”.

“I’ve met with him many

times. And I’ve told him I’m
looking for competition,
not conflict. So, what I want
to do with him when we
talk is lay out what kind of
each of our red lines are,
understand what he be-
lieves to be in the critical
national interests of China,
what I know to be the criti-
cal interests of the United
States and to determine
whether or not they con-
flict with one another,” he
said in response to a ques-
tion. “And if they do, how
do we resolve it and how to

work it out. The Taiwan
doctrine has not changed at
all from the very begin-
ning, the very beginning.
So, I’m sure we’ll discuss a
number of other issues, in-
cluding fair trade and rela-
tionships relating to his re-
lationship with other coun-
tries in the region,” the US
President said. In response
to another question, Biden
said he does not think
there is a lot of respect
that China has for Russia
or for its President
Vladimir Putin.

Looking for competition, not conflict with China: Biden

Islamabad, Nov 10 (PTI):

Imran Khan has said
that his relations with
Pakistan’s Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa nosedived after dif-
ferences arose over the
appointment of the
Punjab province chief
minister, according to a
media report on
Thursday.

The 70-year-old former
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian, who is recovering
from injuries sustained
during an assassination
bid last week, has an-
nounced resumption of
the long march on
Tuesday but later his
party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
changed the decision and
rescheduled it for
Thursday.

“I always imagined
that, because the Army is
so powerful and organ-
ised, when I would try to
bring rule of law in the
country, they would play
an important part,” Khan
said in an interview to
the Dawn newspaper.

When asked when it all
began to go wrong be-
tween him and Pakistan’s
powerful Army, Khan
said his government’s
failure to convict those
whom he alleged of cor-

ruption was the first sign.
The second, he said, was
the choice of Punjab
chief minister.

“The army chief want-
ed me to have Aleem
Khan [as CM Punjab] and
I wouldn’t. Because not
only were there National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) cases against him,
he had occupied and sold
land worth millions be-
longing to the govern-
ment,” the PTI chief said.

When asked why he in-
cluded Khan in his party
if he suspected wrongdo-
ing, Khan said, “We al-
ways thought they were
just allegations. And he
defended himself. But
when I asked the vice-
chairman of the Lahore
Development Authority
[about Aleem], he showed
me on a map how he had

occupied government
land. This was around
the end of my second
year, and the beginning of
the third year of my gov-
ernment.” Khan was un-
equivocal that until the
time Gen Bajwa asked
him to make Khan the
Punjab chief minister,
things were fine.

“They were organised,
you could get their help,
we were on the same page
regarding foreign policy.
It was just the last six
months, the issue of
them making deals with
these crooks when they
should be behind bars.”

To emphasise his point
about the military’s influ-
ence over accountability
cases, he said: “The army
was going after these peo-
ple before I came to
power. 95 per cent of

these cases preceded my
government. The Nawaz
Sharif case, the Avenfield
case he would not have
got convicted had the
army not provided the
two brigadiers in the JITs
that was before me.”

Khan quelled allega-
tions that the 2018 elec-
tions were rigged, insist-
ing that he came to power
because of his popularity
and not because he was
the “military’s darling.”
“The army did not back
me in the 2018 election. I
believe we won freely and
fairly,” he added. Gen
Bajwa, 61, is expected to
retire on November 29
after getting a three-year
extension when Khan
was the prime minister.
Khan has been at the log-
gerheads with the Army
for a few months after his
ouster as the prime min-
ister in April.

Khan, who was injured
in an assassination bid
on Thursday, alleged that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah and
Major General Faisal
Naseer were part of a sin-
ister plot to assassinate
him in the same way for-
mer Punjab governor
Salman Taseer was killed
in 2011 by a religious ex-
tremist.

Ties with Gen Bajwa strained after differences arose over
appointment of Punjab province chief minister: Imran 

Male, Nov 10 (PTI):

Eight Indians were
among 10 people who died
early Thursday when a
major fire broke out in the
garage below a cramped
living quarters that
housed foreign workers
here in the Maldivian capi-
tal, an Indian High
Commission official said.

The fire broke out in the
M. Nirufehi area near the
Maaveyo Mosque around
12:30 am.

“Ten people were con-
firmed dead, of which
eight were Indian nation-
als. We are yet to ascertain
the nationalities of the two
other victims,” Ramdhir
Singh, Welfare Officer,
working in the Indian
High Commission here
told PTI.

In a tweet, the Indian
High Commission said
Maldivian authorities
have confirmed the loss of
10 lives in the unfortunate
incident. The process of
identification of the de-
ceased is ongoing.

“We are deeply saddened
by the tragic fire incident
in Male which has caused
loss of lives,” it said,
adding that the mission is

in close contact with the
local authorities.

It said that the High
Commission is reaching
out to the families of the
affected Indian nationals.

“For any assistance, HCI
can be reached on the fol-
lowing numbers:
+9607361452 ; +9607790701,”
the mission added.

Maldivian Foreign
Minister Abdulla Shahid
said he was “deeply sad-
dened” by the tragic news
of fire in Male that has
taken the lives of 10 expa-
triate workers and affected
several families.

“Our thoughts and
prayers are with families
of the deceased and affect-
ed. A full investigation is
underway,” he added.

The garage is located on

the ground floor of the
building, while the first-
floor housed migrant
workers. The living quar-
ters had only a single win-
dow, according to news
portal SunOnline interna-
tional.

There were 38 migrant
workers from Bangladesh,
India and Sri Lanka living
in the building, with a gas
cylinder next to each bed,
Maldives National Defence
Force said.

Maldives National
Disaster Authority
(MNDA)’s chief Hisan
Hassan said 28 people were
rescued from the building.

He said 19 of them had
been taken away by their
employers while nine peo-
ple remain under MNDA’s
care - six women and three

men.
Colonel Ibrahim

Rasheed, Commandant,
MNDF Fire and Rescue
Service said the garage
had been the scene of a
previous fire - which re-
sulted from negligence
while working with gas
cutters. He said there were
gas cylinders placed next
to beds inside the migrant
quarters.

“Therefore, (we have
been informed) there were
gas cylinders placed next
to practically each bed,” he
was quoted as saying by
the SunOnline. “There
were a lot of gas cylinders
here. Different types of
gas. The garage was locat-
ed on the ground floor. We
therefore found it very
challenging to fight the
fire.” The fire was doused
at 04:34 am, he said.
Ibrahim said the dead bod-
ies recovered from the
scene were severely burnt,
making it difficult to iden-
tify them or even deter-
mine their sex. Foreign
workers constitute about
half of Male’s 250,000-
strong population, who are
mostly from Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka.

8 Indians among 10 killed
in Maldives garage fire Chronicle
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Highly appreciable
move by center

The Central government
made it mandatory for all tele-
vision channels across the
country has to comply it’s gen-
eral advisory from time to
time for telecasting of content
in national interest and air pro-
grammes on themes of nation-
al importance and of social rel-
evance for at least 30 minutes
every day,as per new guide-
lines, keeping in mind that the
airwave like television is a
public property and needs to
be used in the best interest of
the society. This move by cen-
tral government is highly ap-
preciable. Television channels
has to board cast according to
guidelines on the topics of na-
tional significance and social
relevance particularly in eight
areas which include education
and the promotion of literacy,
agriculture and rural develop-
ment, health and family wel-
fare, science and technology,
welfare of women, welfare of
the weaker segments of socie-
ty, and protection of the envi-
ronment. However centre
might have incorporated areas
like consumer awareness, wel-
fare of Transgender, empow-
erment of person with disabili-
ties also. Further it's good that
the new guidelines have ex-
empted categories like sports
channels were it is not feasible
to obey the guidelines related
to obligation of public service
broadcasting. 

iijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Modify policy
Since reservation was envis-

aged for a limited period,
there is a dire need for redefin-
ing it in accordance with the
current social realities.
Allowing reservation on the
basis of caste, creed and com-
munity to perpetuate is not
justifiable. We need to address
the problems of those people
under the reserved category
whose plight has remained the
same. Requisite modifications
in reservation policy can also
go a long way in overcoming
the problem of brain drain, as
brilliant youths from the gen-
eral category will get jobs on
merit.

VViimmaall  SSeetthhii,,  KKaappuurrtthhaallaa

EWS quota
The Supreme Court’s judg-

ment on the constitutional va-
lidity of the103rd Amendment,
excluding SCs/STs/OBCs from
the EWS category, may be ju-
ristically correct, but for a
layperson, it is discriminatory
to the excluded sections. The
financially better-off in these
castes enjoy the benefits of
reservation, but others remain
where they were decades ago.
I remember when an average
General Category candidate
was selected over a brilliant
SC candidate, who happened
to be the son of a poor farmer,
for the post of a lecturer in DU.
The argument given was that
he could avail of his quota
seat. This logic makes social
mobility impossible for these
communities, and for all prac-
tical purposes, ‘reserves’ 50
per cent seats for ‘forward’
castes!

KKuussuumm  CChhaaddddaa,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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President Droupadi Murmu eats 'Mahaprasad' during her visit to the Jagannath Temple, in Puri, Thursday, Nov. 10.

PRESIDENT MURMU AT JAGANNATH TEMPLE

A lmost four years after the enactment of the
Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, which provides

for 10 per cent quota for Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) in admissions and government jobs within the general
category, the Supreme Court has upheld the validity of this
legislation. In a 3:2 verdict, the apex court has observed that
the Act does not violate essential features of the Constitution.
The judgment is expected to benefit millions of EWS families
whose gross annual income is below Rs 8 lakh. The split ver-
dict, however, has laid bare lack of unanimity among the
Bench’s judges on the contentious issue. Justice S Ravindra
Bhathas observed:  ‘Reservation on economic criterion is per
se not violative. (but) by excluding the poor among
SC/ST/OBC from economically backward classes, the amend-
ment practices constitutionally prohibited forms of discrimi-
nation. The exclusion neglects this principle and strikes at the
heart of the equality code.’ Outgoing CJI UU Lalit has con-
curred with Justice Bhat’s view ‘in its entirety’. Though Justice
Pardiwala   has   upheld   the   EWS amendment,   he   has
made   it   clear   that ‘reservation is not an end, it is a means; it
should not be allowed to become a vested interest.' The basic
purpose of reservation is to reduce inequality and help out dis-
advantaged groups. The EWS quota also has a key role to play
in pulling people out of  poverty, even as there will undoubted-
ly be fewer opportunities now for general-category candi-
dates who don’t belong to EWS. The onus is on the lawmakers
to extend the economic criterion to reservation in SC/ST/OBC
categories. It’s lamentable that families which are no longer
economically backward continue to enjoy the fruits of reserva-
tion, generation after generation. It is imperative to review
quotas from time to time to assess whether they are actually
benefiting the needy or not. Uplifting the underprivileged calls
for amulti-pronged strategy, this should include both short-
term and long-term welfare schemes. Parties that claim the
legacy of social justice movements such as the DMK and Dalit
groups have   raised   the   apprehension   that   the introduc-
tion of a 10% EWS quota could impinge on the opportunities
available for Dalits and OBCs, suggesting that the move is po-
litically fraught with the potential to polarise on caste lines.
Both the BJP and the Congress sought to take credit. The BJP
saw in the verdict a victory for  Prime  Minister  Narendra
Modi  in  his "mission"  to  provide  social  justice  to  the coun-
try's   poor.   The   Congress   said   the amendment providing
for it was the result of a process initiated by the Manmohan
Singh government. Senior Trinamool Congress leader and MP
Saugata Roy hailed the top court's verdict as "historic".

T he assassination attempt
on Imran Khan last week

enhanced instability in the
country. Imran had been stating,
since the beginning of his cur-
rent agitation, that he was ex-
pecting an attempt on his life.
This announcement was not
based on intelligence but reality.
In Pakistan, anyone threatening
status quo will be removed from
the scene, Imran being no excep-
tion. Reporters who are privy to
the army’s secrets, activists who
accuse the army or politicians
who can threaten their power
have been killed. Benazir
Bhutto, Fatima Jinnah, Karima
Baloch and Arshad Sharif are
few examples. Even those
abroad are not safe. Never has
any investigation into their
deaths been successfully com-
pleted nor anyone held account-
able.

A warning was given to
Imran by the DG ISI, General
Nadeem Anjum, when he ad-
dressed a press conference, but
Imran refused to bite. On the
contrary, Imran rebuked
Nadeem, believing he was un-
touchable. Imran had also
threatened to reveal secrets
which could embarrass the
army, considering this as an in-
surance. He had to be handled.
The issue was who would be
tasked to take out Imran. The
army would never be directly in-
volved. It would be too much of
a risk. Religious groups such as
the TLP (Tehreek-e-Labbaik)

which were supported and ex-
ploited by the deep state were an
ideal choice. It is always easy to
term any killing in Pakistan as a
case of religious extremism.

The fact that Imran survived
with minor injuries took con-
frontation between him and
state institutions to unexpected
levels. Imran immediately ac-
cused the current leadership,
PM Shehbaz Sharif and Interior
Minister, Rana Sanaullah Khan,
alongside Major General Faisal
of the ISI as being behind his at-
tack. The lodging of an FIR to
begin investigation is held up
due to the naming of a serving
army official.

With accusations made pub-
lic, Imran has closed all doors
for negotiations. He cannot back
down from his statements as it
would show him in poor light.
Never has any Pakistani politi-
cian threatened, insulted and
challenged the army hierarchy
in a manner Imran has done.
The army, on its part, has denied
all involvement in the incident
and demanded that Imran be
legally prosecuted for tarnish-
ing its image. Imran believed
that since he has the support of
the middle and lower ranks of
the army as also a few generals,
the army would treat him with
kid gloves. However, the unex-
pected happened. Now all gloves
are off.

Imran and his party leaders
have instigated the public and
violent protests have begun.
These will stem after a while.
They cannot be sustained for
long. Imran has been advised
medical rest for about six weeks
and hence cannot continue his
grand march to Islamabad. His
only option is to keep tempera-
tures on the boil by ranting and
sticking to his accusations.

This six-week period will give
the establishment and the gov-
ernment time to devise future
strategies. During this phase the
next army chief will be appoint-

ed, something Imran desperate-
ly wanted to stop. The army will
need to plan the permanent
ouster of Imran Khan from poli-
tics. The government had earli-
er banned Imran’s speeches
from national network, thereby
increasing his credibility. By re-
versing it, they are sending the
message that he is no threat.

Imran’s anti-army raving has
impacted Rawalpindi’s control
over Islamabad. It has severely
dented the carefully crafted na-
tional image of the army, which
could in the long term be damag-
ing. If Imran returns in next
elections, he will ensure that the
generals no longer have the
power to interfere in his gover-
nance. This would be unaccept-
able to the coterie of generals.
Imran is hoping that the army
chief imposes martial law fur-
ther impacting the image of
Pakistan globally and of the
army internally. The army is
unlikely to oblige.

Had the assassination suc-
ceeded, there would have been a
few days of violent protests after
which the political scenario
would have returned to normal.
There is no other leader within
the PTI who can carry the mass-
es as Imran has done. It would
have signalled the demise of the
PTI. Imran’s survival would give
credence to his leadership and
claims of conspiracy. The leaked
video of the confession of the at-
tacker has put at rest any con-
spiracy theories involving the
US or India.

China, which has been
Pakistan’s main backer will also
desire stability but without
Imran. For China, assurance
over its investments flow from
Rawalpindi, not Islamabad.
Hence, before further invest-
ments it would need assurance
from GHQ, Rawalpindi. A solu-
tion to satisfy the Chinese will
flow from the next army chief. It
is for this reason that the army
is contemplating an operation

against the TTP (Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan).

Imran winning in almost all
seats in which he recently con-
tested has boosted his confi-
dence. Any elections in the fore-
seeable future would bring
Imran to power, unless massive-
ly rigged. He might gain an
overwhelming majority which
would be difficult to counter. It
would provide him with unbri-
dled power adding to concern of
the generals. Democratic legal
actions to bar him from politics
are being pushed, but slowly.
They are being contested in
courts. It was possibly this that
prompted the deep state to act.

Imran has proved that he re-
mains least concerned about
the impact of the floods, the suf-
fering of the masses, the eco-
nomic slowdown and the global
image of Pakistan. For him, the
only concern is regaining
power. His fake narrative is
being lapped up because the
government has no politician
who can match Imran’s charis-
ma. Imran’s image received a
boost with the assassination at-
tempt. He has emerged from the
attack far stronger and nation-
ally popular.

He is being seen as an individ-
ual who has challenged the
might of the army and sur-
vived. The anti-army protests in
Peshawar and other places, im-
mediately after the assassina-
tion attempt, were release of
pent-up anger against the estab-
lishment. Imran will now
steadily work to channelize this
hatred amongst the populace.
Simultaneously, the establish-
ment will work to derail him.
While the battle for power con-
tinues, Pakistan’s economy will
keep sliding as investor confi-
dence will be impacted by inter-
nal instability. Pak will lose
globally.

The author is Major 
General (Retd)

A team of scientists and sur-
geons has for the first time val-

idated a safe surgical access to the
central core of the human cochlea, a
hollow, spiral-shaped bone found in
the inner ear which plays a key role
in the sense of hearing. An interna-
tional team of researchers from
Guy's and St Thomas's NHS
Foundation Trust in London, and the
universities of Sheffield, Uppsala
(Sweden), Nottingham, and
Western University in Canada, has
proven and confirmed a secure clini-
cal pathway to the cochlea in the
inner ear, which will enable the ap-
plication of a range of regenerative
therapies to restore hearing.

The human cochlea lies in the
base of the skull, encased by the
hardest bone in the human body.
This has hampered the progress of
discovering new treatments for
hearing loss, a release by the
University of Sheffield said on
Wednesday. The study was funded
by Rinri Therapeutics, a biotechnol-
ogy company developing regenera-
tive cell therapies for sensorineural
hearing loss (SNHL). Using a de-
tailed representation of the mi-

croanatomy of the
peripheral auditory
neural structure, sur-
geons have now
been able to reach
the human cochlea
safely with a routine
surgical approach.

Marcelo Rivolta,
Professor of Sensory
Stem Cell Biology at
the University of
Sheffield and
Founder of Rinri
Therapeutics, said,
"Until now this region of the inner
ear has been inaccessible in hu-
mans. This means that the pioneer-
ing advanced therapies to repair the
auditory nerve, which have already
proved successful in animal models,
have been hampered by limited
anatomical knowledge and the lack
of a safe access to Rosenthal's canal
- the compartment that houses the
auditory neurons within the central
core of the cochlea.

"We believe these findings will
have immediate impact on both our
understanding of the microstruc-
ture of the inner ear and the first in-

human trials of new cell, gene and
drug therapies to improve hearing
loss and deafness." Dr Simon
Chandler, CEO of Rinri
Therapeutics, said, "We are de-
lighted to have been able to collab-
orate with teams across the world
to fund this ground-breaking re-
search. "People with severe hear-
ing loss often suffer an enormous
negative impact on their quality of
life, withdrawing from their com-
munities because their disability in-
hibits interactions with others.

"This research now paves the
way for the successful delivery of

our regenerative cell
therapy for hearing
loss, that will bring
significant positive
impacts to health-
care systems and
economies across
the globe." Professor
Dan Jiang, Director
of the Hearing
Implant Centre at
Guy's and St.
Thomas' Hospital,
and Chief
Investigator on the

project, said, "This research pro-
vides intuitive knowledge to ear
surgeons about the targets of the
future cell, gene and drug thera-
pies, and will allow them to reach
those targets safely, as they have
been trained to do." Gerry
O'Donoghue, Professor of Otology
and Neurotology at the University
of Nottingham, and Clinical Advisor
to Rinri Therapeutics, said, "The in-
accessibility of the human cochlea
has hampered the progress of cura-
tive treatments for SNHL to date.

"However, these findings will
enable the safe delivery of regen-

erative therapeutics to their target
structures within the relatively im-
penetrable human cochlea, de-
risking future clinical interventions
and paving the way for clinical tri-
als." Professor Sumit Agrawal,
from Western University in
Canada, said, "We are delighted
that our data was able to con-
tribute to such a vital piece of re-
search, which will enable signifi-
cant advancements in the clinical
trials and treatment of sen-
sorineural hearing loss."

The study, published in the latest
issue of Scientific Reports, was
funded by a grant from Rinri
Therapeutics in collaboration with
the Swedish Hearing Research
Foundation. Scientists at the
University of Nottingham led the in-
vestigation with support from the
universities of Sheffield and
Uppsala in Sweden, who conducted
all the modelling and imaging for
the project. Surgical validation was
led by surgeons at Guy's and St.
Thomas' Hospital in London. The
project relied heavily on scan data
made available by Western
University in Canada.

Human cochlea surgically accessed for the first time
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

11 th November is celebrated as National Education Day
to commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana

Abul Kalam Azad, the first education minister of independent
India, who served from 15 August 1947 until 2 February 1958.
The entire nation honors the contributions made by Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad on this day, which is also known as Rashtriya
Shiksha Diwas. National education day celebrates the improve-
ments of the national education system in the country. Maulana
Abul Kalam was a scholar, activist and leader of the Congress
party. He served as the Education Minister for eleven years. As
a freedom fighter, Azad was the leader of the Khilafat
Movement and helped organise the non-co-operation move-
ment in 1919. Azad was a follower of the Gandhian philosophy.
He also served as the President of the Congress party in 1923
and then from 1940 to 1945. Maulana has authored several
books including India Wins Freedom and Ghubar-e-Khatir.
There are many great men who made their invaluable contribu-
tions to make the country independent. Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad’s name comes in such a great man whose sacrifice always
reminds us of the unique and commendable work that he did
for our society. He was unable to tolerate the word Ghulam with
his name in any way, so he changed his name from Mohiuddin
Haider to Abul Kalam Azad. This self-given name later went on
so that the real name was completely lost. He started the edit-
ing work of a literary magazine ‘Lisanussidak’ in 1902 at the age
of 14. At that time, this magazine had created a great surprise.
Apart from this, Azad did efficient editing of magazines like ‘Un
Nadav’, ‘Vakil’, ‘Darul Sultanate’, etc. The magazine became so
popular that not a single copy of it survived. It contained arti-
cles of national ideology. Ultimately ‘Al Hilal’ and Maulana Azad
himself became the victims of the British. When India became
independent, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was elected the Prime
Minister of the country. Impressed by the intense scholarship of
Maulana Azad, Nehru appointed him the education minister of
the country because the progress of any country depends on
the education there. Azad had a pure philosophy for India’s edu-
cation. He played a significant role in the establishment of vari-
ous educational institutions. Some of these are Indian Institute
of Science and Jamia Milia Islamia. His most significant contri-
bution was the establishment of the first Indian Institute of
Technology in 1951. He was also responsible for creating and
setting up the University Grants Commission in 1953 and em-
phasized setting up the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore.
Over the past few decades, a number of IITs have come up. The
objective of celebrating National Education Day is described as
strengthening India's educational institutions. We need to  raise
the quality of education and also to  evaluate the country's cur-
rent performance in the field. It is also seen as an opportunity
to improve the current situation of education in India.
Education is one of the fundamental human rights given to all
citizens by the constitution of India. Without knowledge and ed-
ucation, society cannot progress, which hampers the nation's
overall progress. Maulana’s heart was deeply pained by the
horrific massacre of 1947. Maulana came after winning both
the general elections of the Lok Sabha and remained the educa-
tion minister of the country. During his tenure, Maulana laid the
foundation of education policy for the progress of the country,
he will always be remembered.  People know him as a warrior
of a pen. He established higher education institutions and also
worked for free education in India. Several leaders have re-
membered the contribution of Azad in building the foundation
of a strong education system in the country. His invaluable con-
tribution towards laying the foundation of a strong education
system in independent India will be remembered forever. Let
this day be a realization to motivate the young generation to
strive for excellence in the field of education for the overall de-
velopment of the country.

Remembering the Great Indian
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

Confrontation to continue in Pakistan

EWS quota survives

HARSHA KAKAR
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Flight service

Mumbai:

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde said the state
government will re-
quest the Centre to
start an air service be-
tween Mumbai and
Birmingham. A state-
ment from the Chief
Minister’s Office
(CMO) said a delega-
tion led by the Mayor
of West Midlands,
Andy Street, visited
the chief minister at
his official residence
‘Varsha’ in Mumbai. It
was decided at the
meeting with the dele-
gation to sign a
Memorandum of
Understanding for in-
vestment and coopera-
tion between the two
states, the statement
said. Shinde urged the
visitors to explore in-
vestment opportuni-
ties in the state from
West Midlands which
has companies like
Jaguar, Cadbury, and
JCB. Mayor Street
asked Shinde to work
on expanding coopera-
tion between the two
states for investment
to boost employment
opportunities.

MCLR raised
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Maharashtra on
Wednesday said it has
increased its marginal
cost of funds based
lending rate (MCLR)
for select tenor loans.
The benchmark one-
year MCLR, used to
price most of con-
sumer loans such as
auto, personal and
home, has been re-
vised upwards to 7.90
per cent from 7.80 per
cent, the lender said
in a regulatory filing.
The revised MCLR
has come to effect
from November 7,
2022. The one-month
MCLR has been raised
by 5 basis points to
7.50 per cent. Rates for
other tenor loans like
overnight, three and
six months have been
kept unchanged. Bank
of Maharashtra stock
traded at Rs 24.25
apiece on BSE, up by
4.08 per cent.

Fertilizer plant 

New Delhi: With
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi set to
inaugurate a fertilizer
plant in Telangana’s
Ramagundam, offi-
cials  said his focus
has been on increas-
ing indigenous fer-
tiliser production and
timely supply of fertil-
izers to farmers. Since
2014, they noted, Modi
has taken special ef-
forts to revive fertilis-
er plants lying closed
for many years. The
driving force behind
the revival of the fer-
tilizer plants across
the country is the
PM’s vision to achieve
self-sufficiency in pro-
duction of urea, they
said. Prime Minister
Modi will inaugurate
the fertilizer plant at
Ramagundam in
Telangana on
November 12.

KASHMIR EXPO

Union MoS for Prime Minister’s Office and Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Department of Atomic
Energy and Space, Jitendra Singh with Department of Science & Technology, Secretary S. Chandrashekhar
(left) and Saurabh Bhagat (right) during ‘Kashmir Expo Start-ups for Livelihood’, in Srinagar.

Indore, Nov 10: 

Union coal minister
Pralhad Joshi exuded con-
fidence that the country
would be largely self-suffi-
cient in thermal coal pro-
duction by the financial
year 2024-25. “We will be
largely self-sufficient in
thermal coal production
by 2024-25 and the country
will not face any problem
in the thermal energy sec-
tor,” Joshi said while inter-
acting with the media dur-
ing the investors’ conclave
on ‘opportunities in the
coal sector’. He said that in
the sixth phase, commer-
cial auction is being con-
ducted for 141 coal mines
across the country, includ-
ing 28 blocks of Madhya
Pradesh. According to the
minister, for the first time
in the country’s history,
such a large number of
coal blocks are being auc-
tioned. He said that the

government is expected to
get a revenue of Rs 25,000
crore from this auction,
while two lakh people will
get employment after the
start of production. Joshi
appealed to the investors
to actively participate in
the coal mine auction. “We
have made mine allocation
rules and regulations
more liberal and transpar-
ent for investors to boost
coal production in the
country,” he said. Asked

about the alleged “artifi-
cial crisis” of coal short-
age in the country during
summer season when the
government had directed
all thermal power produc-
ers to import coal to fulfil
their fuel requirement, the
minister said: “We had
taken precautionary meas-
ures in view of sudden in-
crease in demand for coal
amid waterlogging in coal
mines and rain-related
transportation con-
straints. “We had said that
all necessary arrange-
ments should be made for
adequate availability of
coal in the country and
some part of it should be
imported.” The minister
added that these instruc-
tions were only for one-
and-a-half months and
later withdrawn when the
government was con-
vinced of meeting the coal
demand from domestic re-
serves.

India to be self-sufficient
in thermal coal production

by FY25: Coal minister

New Delhi, Nov 10: 

Brick makers, which
are on a strike for nearly
four months, have urged
the government to bring
down the GST rate on
bricks from 6 per cent to
the earlier level of 1 per
cent.

The new GST rate is ef-
fective April 1, 2022,
Omvir Singh Bhati,
General Secretary of the
All India Brick and Tile
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Federation (AIBTMF) told
PTI on the sidelines of an
event here. Earlier, GST of
1 per cent was levied on
brick manufacturers
under the composition
scheme.

“We are facing a tough
time.Our kilns all over the
country are shut at the
moment as we are finding
it difficult to do business
in absence of demand and

high input cost. We de-
mand the government to
reduce back the GST,” he
said. Kiln owners are on a
nationwide strike for the
past three to four months,
he said, citing reasons for
shutdown of the units.
There was 1 per cent GST

on businesses with
turnover of up to Rs 1.5
crore. Most of the
AIBTMF members have
turnover in this range.
However, the government
has increased the GST to 6
per cent for the bricks in-
dustry only and it remains

the same for others, Bhati
said explaining the issue.

The decision to hike
GST rate was taken in a
GST Council meeting last
year, he said adding coal,
which is one of the raw
materials for bricks also
attracts a higher GST of
12 per cent as compared to
5 per cent earlier.

It is a labour-intensive
industry and the govern-
ment must rethink its de-
cision of increasing the
GST. There are about over
1.5 lakh brick kilns in
India.

Around 3 crore workers
are away from work due to
shutdown, Bhati noted.
“We have already given
representations to min-
istries of Finance, Labour,
Coal etc to analyse our
concern and take a deci-
sion accordingly,”
AIBTMF Vice President
Atul Kumar Singh said.

Brick makers urge govt to ‘reduce back GST to 1 pc

London, Nov 10:

The tourism sector was
hugely impacted due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
but it has “bounced back”
from various adversities
and crises with “great re-
silience,” a senior official
of the Indian government
has said. Additional
Secretary in the Ministry
of Tourism, Rakesh
Verma, part of the Indian
delegation that is taking
part in the three-day
World Travel Market
(WTM) in London, also
said the delegation is
showcasing varied
tourism offerings of India
to the global tourism in-
dustry stakeholders such
as tour operators, travel

agents and media, among
others. India is also being
promoted as a “safe
tourist destination post-
COVID-19”, at the WTM,
the ministry said in a
statement issued on
Wednesday. During a
press meet here on
Tuesday, Verma said India

is also gearing up for the
G20 Presidency which is
scheduled to start from
December 1. Under its
Presidency, the country is
expected to host over 200
meetings across 55 cities
of the country.

The G20 Presidency will
give India’s tourism sector
an “unparalleled opportu-
nity” to highlight India’s
tourism offerings and
share India’s tourism suc-
cess stories on a global
stage, he said.

“The tourism sector
was hugely impacted due
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, however, tourism is one
sector which has great re-
silience and it has
bounced back from vari-
ous adversities and crises.

Tourism sector was hugely 
hit due to Covid: MoT Official

Bounced back with great resilience

Mumbai, Nov 10: 

Skoda Auto India cele-
brated the last quarter of
2022 with an international
congregationin the pictur-
esque backdrop of the
Himalayas in Dehradun.
The Peak-to-Peak
Driveshowcased the
achievements of the com-
pany and its India-made
products to a large gather-
ing consisting of automo-
tive experts from India and
around the world. Skoda
Auto India also commemo-
rated the full 5-starcrash
safety ratings for the
Kushaq at the recently-
conducted GNCAP crash
tests.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Mr. PetrŠolc, Brand
Director, Skoda Auto  India
said, “Usually, we call the
world to our Mlada
Boleslav headquarters and

showcase our products. It
gives me great pleasure
and pride to invite the
world to India to showcase
our India-developed and
India-made products,
whichhave proven them-
selves on the world stage. It
was an incredible few days
for all of us at ŠKODA
AUTO India,interacting
with experts from India
and the world. Our INDIA
2.0 heroes were in their ele-
ment in the beautiful

foothills of the Himalayas.
2022 has been a remarkable
year for us. With the re-
sponse we have received,
we are confident of carry-
ing forward this momentu-
minto 2023, and beyond.”
The congregation saw auto
enthusiasts from India,
Germany, Slovakia,
Ireland, Belgium, France,
Austria, and the Czech
Republic. Skoda Auto
India also announced the
introduction of the

Anniversary Edition of
the Kushaq, with Model
Year 2023 updates to both
the Kushaq and the Slavia
to follow. The year 2022,
with more than a month to
go, has already seen Skoda
Auto India record its
Biggest Year in India with
the sale of 44,500cars from
January to October this
year. Within this time, the
company also witnessed
record-breaking sales
months, sales quarters and
H1, showcasing the suc-
cess of its India 2.0 project
and the Made-in-India,
Made-for-India MQB-A0-IN
platform.

The Kushaq SUV,
launched in July 2021 and
the Slavia sedan launched
in March 2022 are based on
this platformand have ac-
celerated the company’s
growth and stature in the
Indian market.

Skoda Auto India marks new peaks with India as growth hub

Bangalore, Nov 10: 

Keeping in-line with its
Customer-First philosophy,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today announced its
foray into the CNG seg-
ment, thereby providing
more options in both the
Toyota Glanzaas well as the
Urban Cruiser Hyryder
model line-up, for cus-
tomers to choose from.

The Toyota Glanza,
which was launched earlier
this year, will now be avail-
able with a CNG variant in
the S & G grades, along
with a Manual
Transmission powertrain.

The first of its kind in
the segment, the Urban
Cruiser Hyrydertoo will
now be available with a fac-
tory fitted CNG kit in both

S & G grades. Equipped
with a Manual
Transmission (MT) power-
train in both the grades, the
CNG variant will be in ad-
dition to the Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric as
well as the Neo Drive vari-
ants, which are already
available in the market and
havereceived very encour-
aging response from cus-

tomers. The introduction
of CNG grades in both the
Toyota models will further
enable TKM to enhance its
range of sustainable vehi-
cle technology offerings, as
well as offer more eco-
friendly & economical op-
tions for customers to
choose from. Thus, cater-
ing to a varied range of mo-
bility needs of Indian con-

sumers. Expressing his de-
light at the occasion, Mr.
Atul Sood, Associate Vice
President, Sales, and
Strategic Marketing,
TKM,said, “Being a cus-
tomer centric company,
TKM believes in placing
customer’s interest at the
forefront. Our goal at
Toyota has always been to
serve the markets needs
with a clear focus on cus-
tomers’ aspirations, and by
providing the most viable
products and services to
our customers. With the
same vision in mind, we
are delighted to announce
our foray in the CNG seg-
ment, driving in CNG vari-
ants for two of our much
sought- after offerings, the
Toyota Glanza& the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor announces
its foray into CNG segment

Mumbai, Nov 08:

Mr S M Vaidya,
Chairman, IndianOil, felic-
itated the six inmates from
Yerawada Prison, Pune,
who secured Bronze medal
for India at the recently
c o n c l u d e d
Intercontinental’ Chess for
Freedom’ Online
Championship for
Prisoners, organised by
World Chess Federation
(FIDE). This was the first
time the tournament wit-
nessed the participation of
Indian Prison Teams, who
competed with more than
85 teams from 46 countries.
The participating Indian
teams were groomed and
trained under IndianOil’s
“Parivartan- Prison to
Pride” initiative which is

the brainchild of Mr
Vaidya. Under this out-
reach, IndianOil is facili-
tating training programs
in various sports such as
chess, basketball, bad-
minton, volleyball and car-
rom across prisons in
India to help improve the
physical and mental well-
being of inmates. During
the occasion, Mr Vaidya fe-

licitated Mr Ketan Khaire,
who played an instrumen-
tal role by imparting train-
ing to the jail inmates
under the supervision of
IndianOil. Mr Vaidya also
honoured Mr Shivshankar
Patil, Superintendent of
Yerwada Jail and two
other senior jail officials
for supporting this unique
cause.

Indian Oil felicitates six inmates
from Yerawada Prison 

Who secured Bronze medal for India

Mumbai, Nov 10:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex declined over 410
points to close below the
61,000-mark on Thursday,
tracking weakness in
M&M, Bajaj Finserv and
Reliance Industries amid
widespread selling pres-
sure in global markets. A
depreciating rupee also
put pressure on domestic
equities, traders said. In a
subdued session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex ended
419.85 points or 0.69 per
cent lower at 60,613.70. The
index moved between a
high of 60,848.73 and a low
of 60,425.47. On similar
lines, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 128.80 points or
0.71 per cent to end at
18,028.20. Axis Bank was
the biggest loser in the

Sensex pack, shedding 3.54
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, Titan, M&M,
Bajaj Finance and
IndusInd Bank. In con-
trast, HDFC twins, Bharti
Airtel, Kotak Bank, Dr
Reddy’s and HUL were the
gainers, climbing up to
1.13 per cent. Elsewhere in
Asia, bourses in Shanghai,

Tokyo, Seoul and Hong
Kong closed with signifi-
cant losses.

Stock exchanges in
Europe too were trading in
the negative territory dur-
ing the afternoon session.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude slipped
0.06 per cent to USD 92.59
per barrel.

Sensex falls over 410 pts to slip 
below 61k-level; Nifty retains 18,000 AA ctress Mrunal Thakur

made her Telugu debut
with 'Sita Ramam' and
received unanimous praise
for her work in the film. But,
not everything on the film
set was a smooth sail for the
actress. She had to learn a
new language and emote in
a completely alien territory.
But, what kept her going was
the reward of playing a
"beautifully written charac-
ter" of Sita Mahalakshmi,
who is revealed to be
princess Noor Jahan in the
movie.

Elaborating on the same,
the actress said: "Being part
of an enigmatic story was
the biggest lucrative reason
for me to be part of Sita
Ramam. Despite whatever
small hurdles that I had to
adapt to and learn from, I

was so elated to be part of
this film. Learning a new lan-
guage seemed like a small
hike in exchange for this
beautifully written character
by Hanu sir."

The other reward for her
was to share the screen with
an actor like Dulquer
Salman: "To be with such an
incredible team and working
alongside Dulquer was
rewarding, to see what an
impeccable performer he is.
I knew we were making
something special, and that
elevated with the warm and
tremendous welcome you
got for my Telugu debut."

After its successful the-
atrical run and dropping on
Prime Video, 'Sita Ramam'
will release in Hindi on OTT
platform Disney+ Hotstar on
November 18, 2022.

BB ollywood actress Yami Gautam's upcoming

film 'Lost' will be having its premiere at the

coveted International Film Festival of India (IFFI) for

an Asian Premiere Gala. Helmed by Aniruddha Roy

Chowdhury, 'Lost' is a gripping investigative drama

thriller that depicts a higher quest, a search for lost

values of empathy and integrity. Director Aniruddha

Roy Chowdhury shares, "I feel happy that the film

opened to such a tremendous reception at the dif-

ferent film festivals, and I am honoured for the film's

grand premiere now at a prestigious platform like

IFFI." Inspired by true events, 'Lost' is a story of an

enthusiastic young woman crime reporter in her

relentless search for the truth behind the sudden

disappearance of a young theatre activist. The

intriguing drama boasts a powerful cast - Along with

Yami, the film will feature Pankaj Kapur, Rahul

Khanna, and an ensemble of younger talent, includ-

ing Neil Bhoopalam, Pia Bajpiee, and Tushar Pandey,

in prominent roles. CBO of Zee Studios, Shariq Patel,

said: "'LOST' is certainly a unique film, a story of

humanity under the guise of a thriller. We look for-

ward to its reception at the festival and then its the-

atrical release in India." The story is written by

Shyamal Sengupta and Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury,

the screenplay is written by Shyamal Sengupta and

the dialogues are by Ritesh Shah. Avik

Mukhopadhyay is the Director of Photography. The

music is composed by Shantanu Moitra, and the

lyrics are penned by Swanand Kirkire. 'Lost' is pro-

duced by Zee Studios, Shareen Mantri Kedia, Kishor

Arora, Sam, and Indrani Mukherjee. Shareen Mantri

Kedia, Producer - Namah Pictures, said - "IFFI is

indeed a prestigious platform to showcase 'Lost'. We

have always believed in bringing forth compelling

narratives and post the encouraging reception of the

film at various international festivals."

ACROSS

1. Over

5. Sprint

9. The British ____

14. Flaring star

15. Butter substitute

16. Mink wrap

17. Temporary

19. Long gun

20. Slippery fish

21. Andes native

22. Tooth deposit

23. Entreat

24. Becomes weary

26. Forest growths

29. Atoll material

30. Fourth mo.

33. Metal bolt

34. Singer ____ Clapton

35. Scheme

36. Comprehensive

38. Muscle-building drug

40. The Red Planet

41. Lotion ingredient

43. Rope loop

44. Layer

45. Nature’s bandages

46. Deduce

47. Malicious looks

48. Birthday count

49. All ____!

52. Composed

54. Certain grain

57. Perceive

58. Four-sided figure

60. Corroded

61. Get ____ trouble

62. Bullring cheers

63. Love, in Rome

64. Army meal

65. Sunset direction

DOWN

1. Feed the kitty

2. Ripped

3. Track shape

4. Cooking vessel

5. Accomplishing

6. Baldwin or Guinness

7. Ted Kennedy, e.g.

8. Torrid

9. Tel Aviv’s locale

10. Mixes

11. Storage area

12. Singer ____ Fitzgerald

13. Soothsayer

18. Afternoon snooze

22. Digestive ____

23. Bar drinks

25. Spring blooms
26. Walk heavily
27. Opponent
28. Each
29. Basement
30. Emotionally distant
31. Composure
32. Winona ____ of “Little Women”
35. Apt
37. Fastened shoestrings
39. Mystery
42. Vulgar
45. Unruffled
47. Intense beam
48. Singing voices
49. Between continents
50. Smile radiantly
51. Wise about
53. Deeds
54. Leer
55. Pub potables
56. Experiment
58. Lip
59. At once
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You shouldn’t have any problem getting

your way in most areas of life, Aquarius.

The time is ripe for you to take the lead.

Unfortunately, there may be one important

part of your life that isn’t going exactly to

plan, and this is love and romance. It’s like-

ly that you will run into a tremendously

stubborn attitude that you can’t seem to

break through. It could be your own.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have fun with loved ones, Pisces. Put your wor-

ries aside. Don’t think of the possible negative

consequences of having a good time. Focus on

the fun and excitement of the moment. You

have the ability to create fantastically strong

bonds between you and your romantic partner.

Love is in your favor, so act with confidence.

There is no reason to feel bad or insecure in any

way. Hold your head high.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You’re the secret jewel, Aries. You’re apt to be

extremely loving and devoted to those who

recognize this in you. There is no reason to

shrink back and hide. Put on your royal air and

flaunt your stuff. Your peaceful, charming

nature shines through, and you radiate the

god-like qualities you have within. Whoever

shares your company tonight is extremely

lucky. Make sure this person is worthy of you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may feel locked in a bind of deep emo-
tion and stubborn attitudes with close
friends or lovers, Taurus. Perhaps it’s hard
for you to say what you really feel. You may
be under the impression that you’re being
tested and judged by everyone else. Try not
to let your ego get in the way of a good
time. Say what you feel without getting
worried about how others will react.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your spirit sparkles, Gemini. You may feel

filled with tremendous energy as you go

about your day. Your sense of adventure is

high, and there’s very little that gets you

down. One area that might be difficult to

deal with right now is love and romance.

You may feel like this is the one domain in

which things aren’t going the way you’d

like them to. Patience is the secret.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel yourself slipping into a deeper

understanding with a close friend or loved one,

Cancer. Romantic situations are heating up, and

you’re slowly letting your inhibitions fade away

so they’re completely absent. You realize the

exuberance and excitement that come when you

come out of hiding and let your playful spirit

charm the world. Put serious subjects aside and

make time to have fun and be more social.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Most of the time it’s good to have strong opin-

ions and be independent and willful, Leo. But

there are other times when this attitude turns

people away you’re hoping to draw closer.

There’s a stubborn yet sensitive attitude in

your world of romance that may be difficult

for you to deal with. Perhaps you’re taking a

more rational approach to things while your

loved one is taking a more emotional one.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Sensual, passionate lovemaking is definitely

on the agenda of activities for tonight, Virgo.

Fun, excitement, romance, and love are all key

themes likely to take precedence if you have

anything to say about it - and you do. Don’t let

someone else dictate your path for you. You

know what you want, so don’t say you don’t

care when you do. Love is coming your way.

Learn how to grab it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may feel like the brakes have been

slammed in the romance department, Libra.

Realize that this doesn’t mean you have to

stop having fun. Laughter and good times

are in store for you today as long as you

don’t get hung up on the slow pace of your

love life. You can have a good time while tak-

ing things one step at a time. Savor each

moment. Don’t try to rush to the next.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The stars indicate that love and romance
are in your favor, Scorpio. You will find
that this area of your life is going well.
Shower your partner with affection. You
honey’s ego needs to be stroked.
However, don’t spoil him or her to the
point that your mate becomes self-cen-
tered and ends up disregarding all of your
wants and needs.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your sensitive, sensual side is being drawn

out, Sagittarius. You may feel like your

romantic side is on display. You’re like a

dancer onstage, and you accept this role with

pleasure! There’s a great combination of

energies at work letting you become more

realistic about love and approach it with dra-

matic flair and courage. Be more expressive

when it comes to your needs and desires.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Come out of your shell and be proud of your sen-

sitive side, Capricorn. Although you may feel

vulnerable when it comes to love and romance,

this doesn’t mean that you have to hide it. You

may think that everyone else has it together in

this department, but don’t be fooled. They’re

just as insecure as you are! Go ahead and let this

side of your personality shine. Admitting your

vulnerability is wonderfully attractive.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Yami Gautam
starrer 'LOST' to
premiere at IFFI

D
irector  Vi v ek Ranjan Agnihotri , whose  'The  Kashmir  Files '
emerged as a surprise hit this year, is ready with yet another

film. This time, the subject of the film is indigenous Covid vaccine
and the challenges that it faced. Vivek revealed the title of the film,

'The Vaccine War' on Thursday on his social media. Talking about
how the film was conceived, he said, "When 'The Kashmir Files'
was postponed during COVID lockdown, I started researching on
it. Then we started researching with the scientists  of ICMR &
NIV who made our own vaccine possible. Their story of struggle

and sacrifice was overwhelming and while researching we un-
derstood how these scientists fought a war waged against India

not just by foreign agencies but even our own people (sic)".
The film in his opinion is India's first science film about a

bio-war, "Yet, we won against superpowers by making the
fastest, cheapest and safest vaccine. I thought this story

must be told so that every Indian can feel proud of their
c o u n t r y. Th i s  w i l l  b e  I n d i a ' s  f i rs t  p u re  s c i e n c e  f i l m

about a bio-war we had no idea about". The film, which
i s  s e t  t o  g o  o n  fl o o rs  t h i s  m o n t h , h a s  a p p a re n t l y

booked August 15, 2023 for the film's global release.
It will be released in 10 plus languages including

H i n d i , E n gl i s h , Te l u g u , Ta m i l , M a l a y a l a m ,
Kannada, Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi,
a n d  B e n g a l i . T h e  f i l m  w i l l  b e  p r o d u c e d  b y

Pallavi Joshi of 'I Am Buddha' productions.
The makers have not announced the cast yet.

Agnihotri is making India's first film
on bio-war, ‘The Vaccine War’

Vivek Ranjan Playing a beautifully written 
character in ‘Sita Ramam’ was biggest

reward for Mrunal Thakur

Sony Entertainment Television’s singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ is all set to bring yet another musical weekend for its view-
ers. Saluting the mothers on Saturday at 8:00 PM in the presence of
the cast of ‘Bhediya’ - Varun Dhawan and Kriti Sanon will be the 'Thank
you Maa' special episode. And on Sunday, bringing alive the essence
of love will be the cast of the evergreen film ‘Aashiqui’ with veteran
actors Rahul Roy, Deepak Tijori and Anu Aggarwal. Not only this but
joining the judges – Himesh Reshammiya and Vishal Dadlani will be
Manoj Muntashir for the ‘Thank You Maa’ special episode and for
‘Celebrating Aashiqui,’ legendary singer Kumar Sanu will grace the
panel! The ‘fashion queen Kavya Limaye from Vadodara will be seen
giving a soulful performance on the song 'Dilbaro'. Post Kavya's mind
blowing performance judge Himesh Reshammiya shares that before
the show ends he will be releasing a song with Kavya and her mother,
and Aditya Narayan is grateful as he feels Himesh Reshammiya always
encourages the new talents from the show. Adding to it Kavya's moth-
er will be seen singing the last tune line of the song 'Dilbaro' for her
daughter Kavya and it will be an emotional moment for everyone in the
show. Adding to it Himesh Reshmmiyan shares, "I feel Kavya's mother
has sung more beautifully than her and undoubtedly was briliant. It
felt like its the replica of Kavya tonal quality. I was surprised to hear
her mother's voice and his father is a star in Gujarat, you are out-
standing. The freshness in the voice was amazing. kavya your dedica-
tion in this song for your mother was so genuine which is not easy."
Not only this but Kavya will be seen sharing a small secret where she
will reveal how her mother is her best friend and Kavya has taken her
mother to the disco once to make her experience that vibe on which
she was appreciated by everyone in the show. To watch this adorable
moment, be sure to tune in this Sunday at 8:00 pm where the top 13
contestants Rishi Singh, Bidipta Chakraborty, Anushka Patra,
Debosmita Roy, Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das, Sanchari Sengupta, Chirag
Kotwal, Vineet Singh, Navdeep Wadali, Shivam Singh,  and Rupam
Bharnarhia will sway the viewers by their voice. 
BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinn  ttoo  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  --  SSeeaassoonn  1133,,  tthhiiss  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy
aatt  88::0000  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn

Kavya’s mother to receive a 

special gift from Judge Himesh 

Kamna Pathak
visits Kashi Nagri 
The immensely popular Jodi from &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Daroga Happu Singh (Yogesh Tripathi), and his "Dabangg
Dulhania" Rajesh (Kamna Pathak) visited Varanasi to enjoy the
local festive fervour of Dev Deepawali, explore several ghats, enjoy
boat rides at the banks of the Ganga river, gorge on finger-licking
street food, and shop at the city’s famous stores. Kamna Pathak
describes her excitement at visiting Kashi Nagri for the first time
and exploring the city during the grand festival of Dev Deepawali.

EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerreevviieeww
HHooww  wwaass  yyoouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee  vviissiittiinngg  VVaarraannaassii  dduurriinngg  DDeevv  DDeeeeppaawwaallii??

I am delighted we got this opportunity to visit the city during the
Dev Deepawali celebrations. The entire Kashi was decorated with
lights, and there was so much excitement among the people. I had
heard so much about the Dev Deepawali celebration and seen sev-
eral videos on social media but never had the opportunity to see it
live. Catching glimpses of it from afar was such a surreal experi-
ence. It was my first visit, and I was mesmerised by the spectacu-
lar views of so many diyas lighting up at the ghats, making for a
breathtaking view. Assi Ghat was a visual delight. In fact, all the
ghats looked spectacular. We had an amazing boat ride. I was in
awe of the place's beauty and the celebration's magnitude. It is one
experience that I will always cherish and remember for a long time.
WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  yyoouurr  vviissiitt  ttoo  VVaarraannaassii  ccuurrrreennttllyy??

Our show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, with its funny potbellied
Happu Singh, his Dabangg Dulhaniya, Rajjo, and their incredible
comic timing and fun banters with Kanpuria quirks and dialect, has
struck a chord with the audience, making it one of their most
favourite shows. So, this year, to give an extra dose of laughter and
witness the city’s festive fervour, we decided to visit Kashi to meet
and interact with our audience.
TTeellll  uuss  mmoorree  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  sshhooww  aanndd  yyoouurr  cchhaarraacctteerr..

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan is a "Gharelu Comedy" that narrates the
escapades of Daroga Happu Singh, his "Dabangg Dulhaniya"
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), an obstinate mother, Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), and his nine notorious children. My character
Rajesh has a strong personality and confidently expresses her
opinions. She always speaks her mind and does not take things
lying down. No one can mess with her. Her Bundelkhand accent,
nok-jhok with her mother-in-law, and the fact that she is the moth-
er of nine notorious children have the audience in splits.
WWaattcchh  KKaammnnaa  PPaatthhaakk  aass  RRaajjeesshh  iinn  &&TTVV’’ss  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann,,
aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  1100::0000  ppmm!!’’
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Adelaide, Nov 10 (PTI):

A thoroughly profes-
sional England annihilat-
ed an out-of- sync India by
10 wickets to sail into the
World Cup final as Alex
Hales and Jos Buttler’s re-
lentless hitting mortified
Rohit Sharma’s clueless
attack, here on Thursday.

England seemed to have
saved their best for the
grand stage as they re-
duced the semifinal to a
lop-sided affair, courtesy a
splendid bowling effort
which they complement-
ed with some breathtak-
ing stroke-making.

It was Hardik Pandya
(68 off 33 balls), whose
fearless hitting took India
to 168 for six but it was
just about a par-score at
the Adelaide Oval.

England captain Buttler
(80 not out) set the tone
with three boundaries off
Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s
opening over but it was
Hales (86 not out off) who
butchered the Indian at-
tack into submission.

The target was achieved
in just 16 overs as
England batting line-up
clicked for the first time

in the tourney and what a
day it chose to brings its A
game to the fore.

The England opening
duo gave India’s star-stud-
ded line-up a lesson in
how to build a T20 in-
nings: that there is only
one way, the offensive way.

It was one match that
was decided in Powerplay
as India managed only 38
runs in six overs as the ar-
chaic style of safety-first
approach hurt them terri-
bly.

In complete contrast,
England’s top order which
looked shaky throughout
the league stage, smashed
63 in their six overs. The
match was won and lost
then and there.

Hales hit as many as
seven sixes in his 47-ball
knock and his approach
showed that there were no
demons in the track. He
deployed the old-fash-
ioned ‘Sanath Jayasuriya
school’ of hitting in the
first six overs.

When Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma were bat-
ting, they were looking to
hit through the line un-
like Hales and Buttler.

Against lesser opposi-

tion like Bangladesh,
they could make it up
with a total of 168 but it
was never enough for a
side like England which
has reinvented the
grammar of T20 batting.

Bhuvneshwar and
Arshdeep Singh didn’t
get enough swing up
front and team manage-
ment’s fascination to
play Axar Patel (0/30 in
4 overs) and
Ravichandran Ashwin
(0/27 in 2 overs) ahead of
Yuzvendra Chahal back-
fired badly. The success
England spinner Adil
Rashid (1/20 in 4 overs)
on the same track added
insult to the injury.

By the time, Buttler
hit Mohammed Shami
(0/39 in 3 overs) down
the ground for one of
his three sixes, the
Adelaide Oval stands
wore a desolate half-
empty look. And the
over-throws and the
dropped catch by
Suryakumar Yadav typi-
fied a day when every-
thing that could go
wrong went wrong for
India. This Indian team
never had all its bases

covered and paid the
price. But even in this
defeat, the T20 captain-
in-waiting Pandya rev-
elled in the role of a fin-
isher with a sensational
knock that gave India a
chance to fight.

Virat Kohli (50 off 40
balls) occasionally dis-
played his regal array of
strokes but it was the
flamboyant Baroda man
whose unbelievable end-
over pyrotechnics took
India to a fighting total,
which had looked dis-
tinctly impossible after
the first 10 overs.

In the last four overs,
India scored 58 runs,
courtesy four fours and
five astonishing sixes
from Pandya with a
drop-dead gorgeous flick
behind the square off
Chris Jordan (3/43)
being the stand out one.

Brief Scores:
India: 168 for 6 in 20

overs (Hardik Pandya
63, Virat Kohli 50; Chris
Jordan 3/43, Adil
Rashid 1/20).

England: 170 for no
loss in 16 overs (Alex
Hales 86, Jos Buttler 80;
Arshdeep Singh 15/0).

India humiliated, England
cruise into World Cup final

England crush India by 10 wickets

England’s Jos Buttler, left, and Alex Hales celebrate
after the T20 World Cup cricket semifinal between
England and India in Adelaide, Australia, Thursday,
Nov. 10. England defeated India by ten wickets.

Adelaide, Nov 10 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma on Thursday
said that his players
crumbled under pres-
sure in a high-stakes T20
World Cup semifinal
against England. He
blamed their insipid
bowling performance for
the humiliating 10-wick-
et loss.

Defending 169, Indian
bowlers cut a sorry fig-
ure as England openers
Alex Hales and Jos
Buttler made a mockery
of the chase, completing
the task with four overs
to spare.

“Pretty disappointed
how it turned out today.
We batted well at the
back end to get that
score. We were not up to
the mark with the ball. It
was definitely not a wick-
et where a team can
come and chase it down
in 16 overs. With the ball
we couldn’t turn up
today,” Rohit said at the
post-match presentation.

“When it comes to
knockout stages, it’s all
about handling the pres-
sure. Depends on the in-
dividual as well. You
can’t teach anyone to
handle pressure. When
these guys play the play-
offs in the IPL and all
that, those are high-pres-
sure games, and they’re
able to handle it.

“The way we started
with the ball was not
ideal. We were a little
nervy.”

Hales and Buttler did-
n’t put a foot wrong and
the India skipper praised
the English openers for
their flawless knock.

“You got to give credit
to their openers, they
played really well. I
thought it swung a bit in
the first over, but not
from the right areas. We
know the runs are scored
square of the wicket, we
were aware about it.

“When we won the
first game, it showed a lot
of character. The game
against Bangladesh, it
was a tricky one. I
thought we held our
nerve and kept executing
our plans. Couldn’t do
that today.”

England skipper Jos
Buttler lauded the team
for scripting a remark-
able turnaround after
the shocking loss to
Ireland early in the tour-
nament.

“The character we
have shown since then
(England’s loss against
Ireland) - it has been
amazing. We came here
very excited, there was a
very good feeling,” he
said.

“Everyone from 1 to 11
- stood up today. We al-
ways want to start fast
and aggressive.

You can’t teach
anyone to handle
pressure: Rohit

England’s Captain Jos Buttler (R) walks past the
India’s Captain Rohit Sharma after the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 semi-final cricket match
between England and India at The Adelaide Oval on
November 10 in Adelaide.

Johannesburg,Nov 10 (PTI):
India will feature in a

women’s T20I tri-series, in-
volving hosts South Africa
and the West Indies from
January 19 to February 2,
as part of the teams’
preparation for the 2023
T20 World Cup, which will
be hosted in the African
nation.

All the matches of the
tri-series will be held at
the Buffalo Park Cricket
Stadium in East London.

West Indies are the 2016
T20 world champions,
while India finished run-
ners-up in the 2020 edition
of the women’s event.

All the teams will play
two T20I matches against
each other in a battle for a
place in the final, before
they switch their focus to
the World Cup, to be held
from February 10 to 26 in
Cape Town, Paarl and
Gqeberha.

“With the eyes of the
cricketing world set to con-
verge on South Africa for
the 2023 ICC Women’s T20
World Cup, we are pleased

to welcome India and the
West Indies to our shores
as head coach Hilton
Moreeng and the team
complete their readiness
for the global showpiece in
February,” Cricket South
Africa (CSA) Director of
Cricket, Enoch Nkwe said
in a statement.

“These two sides are up
there with the most talent-
ed and entertaining na-
tions in women’s T20
cricket, having featured in
two of the last four finals,
with the West Indies lift-
ing the trophy in 2016.”

CSA chief executive
Pholetsi Moseki added:
“This is a very exciting
time for cricket fans in
South Africa. These seven
T20 matches hosted at
Buffalo Park in East
London will provide an ex-
citing opportunity for the
public to witness the
ladies in action once
again, in their own back-
yard, as an appetizer for
what’s to come a month
later in Cape Town,
Gqeberha and Paarl.

“On behalf of Cricket
South Africa, I would like

to extend my gratitude to
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India and
Cricket West Indies for
their collaboration in or-
ganising the series at a
critical stage of the sea-
son.”

India will face South
Africa in the tri-series
opener on January 19, fol-
lowed by matches against
West Indies (January 23),
South Africa (January 28)
and again the Caribbean
side (January 30). The
final is scheduled for
February 2.

Schedule:
January 19, 2023: India vs

South Africa
January 21, 2023: South
Africa vs West Indies

January 23, 2023: India vs
West Indies

January 25, 2023: South
Africa vs West Indies

January 28, 2023: India vs
South Africa

January 30, 2023: India vs
West Indies

February 2, 2023: Tri-
Series Final.

Indian women’s team to play tri-series in
South Africa ahead of next year’s T20 WC

Johannesburg, Nov 10 (PTI):

Cricket South Africa
will form a panel to “clini-
cally review” their early
ouster from the T20 World
Cup in Australia and the
focus would be on hitting
the reset button ahead of
the ODI showpiece in
India next year, director of
cricket Enoch Nkwe has
said. Living up to their
‘perennial chokers’ tag,
South Africa lost to the
Netherlands in their con-
cluding Super 12 match to
crash out of the T20 World
Cup. “It is important that
we review what has hap-
pened. We are in the
process of putting a panel
together to ensure the re-
view is very clinical,”
Nkwe was quoted as say-
ing by ESPNcricinfo after
the team’s arrival from
Australia.

“But the focus is hitting
the reset button and not
dwelling on the past. It’s
important that we close a
chapter and look at what
lies ahead.” The CSA offi-

cial further said the main
focus going forward would
be to provide the best pos-
sible support to win an
elusive World Cup in the
ODI format next year in
India.

“There will be a clear
strategy going forward.
How do we prepare better
for the upcoming World
Cups. “There’s a lot of
work behind the scenes
and what we are all work-
ing towards is getting our
national teams to reach
No.1 and win World Cups.

We are now at the point
where we can make a dif-
ference and that will be
our focus.

“There’re so many op-
portunities as an organisa-
tion to change it all.
Hopefully next year we
can be in a different posi-
tion celebrating our team
winning a World Cup,” he
added. Always a pre-tour-
nament favourite, the
Proteas have never man-
aged to make the final in
either ODI or T20 format
of the World Cup. In ODI

format, they have lost at
semifinal stages in 1992,
1999, 2007 and 2015. They
were also knocked out
twice in the semifinals of
the T20 World Cup in 2009
and 2014.

Nkwe however stood by
his side and said: “We will
always take full accounta-
bility. When the results are
poor, there will be fingers
pointed at the organisa-
tion in terms of what has
happened in the past and
whether there was enough
support.

CSA to review debacle, hit ‘reset button’
ahead of India ODI World Cup

Sydney, Nov 10 (AP):

Rafael Nadal and world
No 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
were among the top play-
ers who had their pre-
Australian Open tourna-
ment destinations set
when the draw was held
for the new United Cup
mixed teams event on
Thursday. Nadal, who will
team with world No 13
Paula Badosa for Spain, is
headed to Sydney and will
play in Group D with
Australia and Britain.
Swiatek and her No 11-

ranked teammate Hubert
Hurkacz from Poland will
play in Group B in
Brisbane with Switzerland
and a yet-to-be-determined
qualifier. Top-seeded
Greece, led by No 3
Stefanos Tsitsipas and the
sixth-ranked Maria
Sakkari, is headed to the
Western Australian state
capital of Perth where
they’ll play in Group A
with Belgium and another
qualifier. The 18-country
team competition from
December 29 to January 8
will open the 2023 tennis

season ahead of the
Australian Open, which
begins in Melbourne on
January 16. The third-seed-
ed United States team, in-
cluding No 3 Jessica
Pegula, ninth-ranked
Taylor Fritz, No 11
Madison Keys and US
Open semifinalist Frances
Tiafoe, will play in Group
C at Sydney with Germany
and Czech Republic.
Rounding out the groups
are France, Croatia and
Argentina in Group F in
Perth and Italy, Brazil and
Norway in Group E in
Brisbane. Nick Kyrgios,
Ajla Tomljanovic and Alex
de Minaur will be among
the players representing
Australia. The host coun-
try was guaranteed a spot
in the field. Round-robin
matches will be played in
Brisbane, Sydney and
Perth with each city host-
ing two groups of three
countries before the top
four the three group win-
ners and the next-best
placed team play in
Sydney in the finals from
January 6-8.

Nadal in Sydney, Swiatek in
Brisbane before Australian Open

Sydney, Nov 10 (PTI):

New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson has no
plans to give up any for-
mat of the game  despite
losing a chance to lift the
T20 World Cup title for the
second consecutive year.

Williamson’s place in
the T20 squad will come
under review after the
right-hander looked far
from fluent in the ongoing
showpiece, as New
Zealand returned empty-
handed from a fifth succes-
sive white-ball World Cup,
despite making the semifi-
nals in all of them.

“Yeah, I certainly love
playing in all the formats.
There’s a lot of cricket,
and so that needs to be
managed a little bit,” the
32-year-old said after New
Zealand’s seven-wicket
loss to Pakistan in the first
semifinal here on
Wednesday. “It’s a chang-
ing landscape with players
all around the world at the
moment, and we’ve seen it
in our camp, as well. “After
these sorts of events you
sort of sit down and give
yourself a chance to re-
flect and sort of look at
what’s coming up,” he
added.

Williamson wants to continue
in all formats despite yet

another World Cup debacle

Lovlina and 3 others
march into finals of

Asian Boxing C’ships

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1100  ((PPTTII))::
Olympics bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain was among
four Indian woman boxers to
proceed to the finals while two
others signed off with bronze
medals at the Asian
Championships in Amman,
Jordan. While Lovlina (75kg),
Alfiya Pathan (81+kg),
Minakshi (52kg) and Parveen
(63kg) continued their quest
for gold, Ankushita Boro
(66kg) and Preeti’s (57kg)
campaign ended at the last
four stage. Up against Seong
Suyeon of South Korea in her
semifinal bout, Lovlina, who is
competing in her maiden com-
petition in the 75kg category,
effectively utilised her clever
techniques and strategies to
clinch a 5-0 victory by unani-
mous decision.

SP fields Dimple Yadav
Lucknow, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party on
Thursday announced the
name of party chief
Akhilesh Yadav's wife
Dimple Yadav as its candi-
date for Mainpuri parlia-
mentary seat, which fell
vacant after the death of
Mulayam Singh Yadav.
The bypoll on the seat will
be held on December 5 and
the result will be declared
on December 8.

"The party declares
Dimple Yadav as candi-
date for Mainpuri bypoll,"
Samajwadi Party (SP) said
on its official Twitter han-
dle. Dimple Yadav, 44, had
lost the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2019 to BJP candi-
date Subrat Pathak from
Kannauj.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, BJP said the SP can-
not come out of dynastic
politics and added that
people would vote for the

party this time seeing
good work under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Shivpal Yadav's
Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party-Lohia (PSPL) said a
final decision on this seat
will be taken by the party
leadership. "We have yet to
decide on this seat. The
party leadership will
make a decision in this re-
gard soon," a PSPL
spokesperson said.

In 2019, SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav
won the seat by a margin
of more than 94 thousand
votes over his nearest
rival BJP's Prem Singh
Shakya.

Name of Mulayam's
grandson Tej Pratap
Yadav, former MP from
Mainpuri, was doing the
rounds as the probable SP
candidate from the seat,
but the choice ultimately

fell on Dimple Yadav.
Dimple Yadav's candida-

ture is seen as the SP's ef-
forts to carry forward the
legacy of her father-in-law
on the seat, considered a
stronghold of the party
since 1996. Her selection is
also seen as an attempt to
unite party cadres ahead
of the bypoll.

Akhiklesh's Karhal as-
sembly seat is part of
Mainpuri Lok Sabha con-
stituency and so is
Jaswant Nagar represent-
ed by Shivpal Yadav..

Dimple Yadav was elect-
ed unopposed from the
Kannauj constituency to
the Lok Sabha in 2012
after Akhilesh became the
chief minister and re-
signed from the seat to
enter the Uttar Pradesh
legislative council.

The declaration of
Dimple Yadav's candida-
ture would put a tough
challenge to the BJP

which is yet to announce
its candidate for the seat.

BJP spokesperson
Rakesh Tripathi said,
"What else could you ex-
pect from the SP, which
only gives preference to its
family. The people of
Mainpuri will this time
elect a BJP MP."

SP leader and former
MLC Rajpal Kashyap said
that his party candidate
will win by a record mar-
gin. "People of Mainpuri
have always supported the
SP. After the death of
Netaji, people will once
again support the party
and give us a chance to
serve them," Kashyap said.

According to sources in
parties, Yadavs account
for about 35 per cent of the
total 12.13 lakh voters in
Mainpuri Lok Sabha con-
stituency while the rest in-
clude Shakyas, Thakurs,
Brahmins, Scheduled
Castes and Muslims.
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Railway officials demolish illegally constructed houses during an eviction drive in Nagaon district, Thursday.

EVICTION DRIVE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in a group photograph during the convocation ceremony of National Defence College, in New Delhi, Thursday.

CONVOCATION CEREMONY

For Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll

‘No connection with 
Travancore House sale deal’

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

A group of persons, re-
portedly belonging to a
branch of the erstwhile
Travancore Royal family,
has entered into an
agreement with a
Chennai-based realtor to
sell a prime elite proper-
ty worth a few hundreds
of crores of rupees at
Lutyens' Delhi, currently
in the possession of the
Kerala government.

The Travancore
House, categorised as a
heritage building by the
New Delhi Municipal
Council, is the former
residence of the
Maharaja of Travancore
in the national capital.

The Bengaluru-based
royal family members,

claimed to be current
legal heirs of a senior

Maharani of
Travancore, has signed
the agreement with a
Chennai-based real es-
tate and builders firm to
sell the famous
Travancore House, the
palatial property and
8.195 acres of land in the
heart of the national cap-
ital, at Kasturba Gandhi
Marg, and a property in
Bengaluru for Rs 250
crore.

However, the Kowdiar
Palace in
Thiruvananthapuram
where the head of the
Travancore Royal family
resides said it has no con-
nection with the said
deal and asserted nobody
had the right to sell it.

NSA Doval conferred ‘Scroll of Honour’ 

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval has
been conferred with 'Scroll
of Honour' by the presti-
gious National Defence
College (NDC). Doval re-
ceived the award when he
visited the premier insti-
tute in the national capital
on Wednesday.

He is an alumnus of the
NDC. In his address to
those who were part of the
institute's 62nd course,
Doval also spoke on the
subject 'India@2050:
Potential & Relevance'.

He underscored India's
bright future due to its
growing economy and
powerful human capital.
He also said that India is a provider of geopolitical stability and security.

Shimla, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The presence of several
chief ministerial faces in
Himachal Pradesh is not
the Congress' weakness
but its strength, party
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said on Thursday
as the campaign for assem-
bly elections in the hill
state drew to a close.

The ruling BJP, in con-
trast, is going into elec-
tions banking just on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's face because it is
"aware of the failures of
the chief minister (Jairam
Thakur) and the state gov-
ernment", Kharge, who is
overseeing his first elec-
tions after assuming
charge as Congress presi-
dent last month, said.

"The PM is saying don't
look at the candidate, vote
for me. This attitude belit-
tles the people of
Himachal Pradesh. They

know the prime minister
will not be there in the
state after the voting
ends," the Congress veter-
an told PTI in an inter-
view, referring to Modi's
campaign speeches.

Confident that the
Congress will wrest power
from the BJP because the
people were determined to
bring in change, Kharge
said his party is going into
the elections on November
12 under a collective lead-

ership.
The state has not re-elect-

ed a government since the
1980s. "The BJP has noth-
ing to show in the form of
governance, that is why it
is continuously attacking
the Congress on non issues.
We have several capable
leaders who can be chief
ministers. We see it as our
strength and not weak-
ness," Congress chief said.

Himachal Pradesh
Congress Committee pres-
ident Pratibha Singh, the
wife of six-time chief min-
ister Virbhadra Singh,
Congress Legislature
Party leader Mukesh
Agnihotri and former PCC
president Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu are among
the top contenders to helm
the state if the party is
voted to power. Six-term
MLA Asha Kumari and
party stalwart Kaul Singh
Thakur are also in 
the race.

Candidate list shows ‘generational shift’

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The BJP has heralded a
"generational shift" in its
Gujarat unit with the
party dropping more three
dozen of its sitting MLAs
and several veteran lead-
ers bowing out of the up-
coming electoral contest,
its state unit president C R
Patil said on Thursday.

Patil claimed the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) was
nowhere to be seen on the
ground and, at best, will
corner some votes of other
parties, eventually helping
the BJP. The assembly elec-

tions will see a bipolar con-
test between the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
Congress, he added. The
BJP released its first list of
160 candidates out of a
total of 182 on Thursday.

Eyeing a consecutive
seventh term in the home
state of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the party
dropped as many as 38 sit-
ting MLAs, some of whom
voluntarily announced
that they will not contest
the assembly elections slat-
ed for December 1 and 5.

"Thirty-eight MLAs
have been replaced.... BJP
usually changes 20 per
cent of its MLAs. In elec-
toral democracy change
is necessary, otherwise it
will lead to stagnation.
We have given tickets to

several youngsters. This
list shows a generational
shift in Gujarat BJP,"
Patil told PTI.

Several senior leaders,
including former chief
minister Vijay Rupani,
former deputy chief min-
ister Nitin Patel, former
ministers Bhupendrasinh

Chudasama, Pradeepsinh
Jadeja and a few others
have withdrawn them-
selves from the electoral
fight.

Asked why these senior
leaders are not contest-
ing, Patil said, "They vol-
untarily decided not to
contest. They all have oc-
cupied top posts, includ-
ing that of chief minister
and deputy chief minis-
ter. So now they want to
work for the organisa-
tion."

Patil said the party has
given tickets to several
youngsters -- Harsh
Sanghavi from Majura,
Kushikbhai Kantibhai
Vekariya from Amreli,
Mahesh Kashwala from
Savarkundla and
Janakbhai Punabhai

Talaviya from Lathi.
On the BJP giving tick-

et to cricketer Ravindra
Jadeja's wife Rivaba
Ravindrasinh Jadeja, he
said, "Rivaba has been ac-
tively working for the
party in that constituency
and all tickets have been
given on the basis of
winnability."

Talking about the
AAP's entry into Gujurat,
Patil said it will merely
cut some votes of other
parties and eventually
help the BJP.

"There is no triangular
contest in Gujarat, the
fight is between BJP and
Congress. AAP is not a
challenge for us. At best, it
will cut votes of other par-
ties and will eventually
benefit BJP," he said.

‘Multiple CM faces our
strength, not weakness’

Bhubaneswar, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday said
his government is aiming
at making Odisha slum-
free by the end of 2023. He
launched a survey using
drones to facilitate a
process to provide land
deeds to slum-dwellers in
five municipal areas across
the state.

The land survey was
taken in Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Berhampur,
Rourkela and Sambalpur
civic body areas under the

state government's Jaga
Mission' programme.
During an event here,
Patnaik declared Hinjili
and Digapahandi towns in
Gajman district as "slum
free" and dedicated 707 Biju

Adarsh Colonies' in 33
urban areas. "All the slums
in the state will be convert-
ed into model colonies and
Odisha will be made slum-
free by December 2023," he
said. Patnaik also stated
that land rights will be
given to 2.5 lakh slum fami-
lies of the state by the next
year. For the land survey
using drones, the authori-
ties of Jaga Misson' also
signed an MoU with Tata
Steel Foundation to identi-
fy slum dwellers and areas
under the jurisdiction of
the five municipal corpora-
tions. Tata Steel
Foundation will provide
technical support for the
purpose, Patnaik said.

‘Aim to making Odisha
slum-free by 2023’

Sabarimala
declared 'liquor

and drug-free zone'
PPaatthhaannaammtthhiittttaa  ((KKeerraallaa)),,  NNoovv  1100
((PPTTII))::  The Kerala government
on Thursday declared the
premises of Lord Ayyappa
Temple at Sabarimala and its
nearby areas as "liquor and
drug-free zone" as the annual
two-month-long Mandalam-
Makaravilakku festival is just
days away. 

The annual festival, which
used to attract millions of
devotees from and outside the
country to the hill shrine, be-
gins on November 17 and con-
cludes on January 15, 2023.
Besides the "Sannidhanam"
(temple complex), Pamba,
Triveni, Marakoottam, Sabari
Peedam and so on, several
areas in Perinadu and
Kollamula villages in Ranni
taluk here were declared as
the liquor and drug-free zones,
official sources here said.

̈ Claims AAP’s
entry will help
party

C R Patil 

Naveen Patnaik

Mallikarjun Kharge

p Launches land 
survey using drones

By National Defence College

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval being received
by Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Mago during his visit
to National Defence College, Delhi. 

The Travancore House, former residence of the Maharaja
of Travancore, in New Delhi. A group of persons, reportedly
belonging to a branch of the erstwhile Travancore Royal
family, has entered into an agreement with a Chennai-
based realtor to sell the property that is currently in the
possession of the Kerala government. 



Arrested
GGwwaalliioorr::  A dacoit with
more than 30 cases
against his name was held
after an encounter with
police in Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh left him
with a leg injury, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Gudda Gujjar, with a
bounty of Rs 60,000 on his
head, was held on
Wednesday following the
encounter in a forested
patch near Ghatigaon
under Bhanwarpura police
station limits, he said.

Sealed 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Authorities in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Shopian district on
Thursday sealed nine
properties worth more
than Rs 2.58 crore belong-
ing to banned terrorist out-
fit Jamaat-e-Islami, the
State Investigation Agency
(SIA) said. “Today in
Shopian district, properties
at nine locations worth Rs
2,58,03,333 after being
notified by district magis-
trate on the recommenda-
tion of SIA have been
sealed with restrictions on
usage and entry,” a
spokesman of the SIA said.

Busted 
FFaarriiddaabbaadd::  Police have
busted an interstate ATM
fraud gang here and
arrested two persons in
this connection, an offi-
cial said. The arrested
accused have been identi-
fied as Akram and
Mohammad Amar, both
from Raniyala village in
Palwal district. They had
been active since 2014
and ran similar frauds in
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Haryana, said the official.

Close
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The National
Green Tribunal has direct-
ed the Central Pollution
Control Board to expedi-
tiously close all tyre
pyrolysis units (TPUs)
functioning without fol-
lowing environment
norms. Pyrolysis is the
method of recycling old
tyres through thermo-
chemical treatment under
high temperature to pro-
duce industrial oil and
other matters.

Vice Chancellor
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Eminent astro-
physicist Somak
Raychaudhury has been
appointed as vice chan-
cellor of Ashoka
University, officials said
on Thursday.
Raychaudhury, who is
currently director of the
Inter-University Centre
for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCAA), will
take over from Professor
Malabika Sarkar who has
been serving as the VC
since August 2019.

SCENIC BEAUTY

View of snow-covered Himalayan mountain ranges after a fresh spell of snowfall, at Keylong in Lahaul and
Spiti district, Thursday.

BRIEF

A vendor blows soap bubbles
as he waits for customers
during a fair, on the out-

skirts of Jammu, Thursday.
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Puri, Nov 10 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu Thursday walked
about one km on the
Grand Road here to the
12th century Lord
Jagannath Temple and of-
fered prayers for the well-
being of the nation.

The temple was closed
to the common people
from 10.30 am to 1 pm in
view of Murmu’s visit but
hundreds of devotees who
had lined up on both sides
of the road greeted her as
she walked past them.

Murmu, who hails from
a tribal community in
Mayurbhanj district,
touched the Aruna
Stambha, the 16 -sided 34
feet tall monolithic chlo-
rite stone pillar in front of
the Lion’s Gate
(Singhadwara) of the tem-
ple and knelt down before
the gate. She also knelt
down before the sibling
deities Lord Jagannath,
Devi Subhadra and Lord
Balaram in the sanctum

sanctorum in obeisance.
The president, who ar-

rived in Bhubaneswar ear-
lier in the day, surprised
the security personnel ac-
companying her as she
stopped her carcade at
Balagandi Chhak and
walked down to the temple
like a common devotee.
She kept both her hands
raised invoking Lord

Jagannath and also waved
to the waiting people. On
the way to the temple,
Murmu, who had worked
as a teacher in the 1990s,
reached out to the students
of Utkal Hindi Vidyalaya
waiting on the side of the
Grand Road and mingled
with them and their teach-
ers. She was photographed
with the children before

proceeding towards the
temple. On her arrival at
the Lion’s Gate, the presi-
dent was welcomed by
Gajapati Maharaja Dibya
Singh Deb of Puri, the
priests and government of-
ficers. Deb presented a
Patachitra painting to her
on behalf of the temple.
“You are the first servitor
of Lord Jagannath and are

the living God,” Murmu
told Gajapati Maharaj
when he appeared uncom-
fortable for being told
Namaste’ by the president.

Murmu knelt down at
the Lion’s Gate as a mark
of respect to the deity and
entered the shrine after
properly washing her feet
like common devotees. She
touched all the 22 steps
leading to the temple with
her hands as a sign of her
devotion to the deities, her
family priest Raj Ratan
Mahapatra said. “We ac-
companied President
Murmu to the sanctum
sanctorum where she of-
fered a diya (lamp) to the
Lord and prayed for about
15 minutes,” the priest.

Murmu, who was ac-
companied by her daugh-
ter Itishree, offered a
Tulsi’ garland to Lord
Jagannath, another made
of lotus at the Mahalaxmi
temple and another of hi-
biscus flowers at the Maa
Bimala temple, Mahapatra
said.

Chennai, Nov 10 (PTI):
Five workers were killed
on Thursday after an ex-
plosion at a firecracker
manufacturing unit in
southern Madurai district
and a number of others
were injured, authorities
said.

Expressing grief, Chief
Minister M K Stalin an-
nounced a solatium of Rs 5
lakh to the kin of the de-
ceased.

An official release here
said that five workers were
killed due to an explosion,
that occurred all of a sud-
den, at a fireworks factory
in Azhagusirai village
near Tirumangalam in
Madurai district. The CM

deputed Minister for
Commercial Taxes, P
Moorthy to speed up res-
cue and relief work and
ordered best treatment fa-
cilities to the injured
workers at the Madurai
Government Rajaji
Medical College Hospital,
the government said.

Conveying his condo-
lences to the families of
the deceased, Stalin an-
nounced a solatium of Rs
five lakh from the CM’s
Public Relief Fund to each
of the families of the five
dead workers.

Jagdalpur, Nov 10: 

A police constable
was shot dead by sus-
pected Maoists in
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar
district on Thursday, an
official said.

The incident took
place at around 4.30 am
in Marikodri village
under Mardoom police
station limits, located
around 300 km from
state capital Raipur, he
said.

Constable Nevru
Benjam, posted at
Rekha Ghati police
camp in the same area,
had gone to the village
along with his family to
attend a social func-
tion, the official said.

Some unidentified
persons fired at him
when he was at the
function venue. The
constable died on the
spot, he said.

The assailants imme-
diately fled into a dense
forest, the official said.

“Prima facie, the in-

cident seems to be the
handiwork of Maoists,
but an investigation is
underway into it,” he
said.

After being alerted, a
police team reached the
spot. Search was on for
the assailants, he
added.

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI):

The CBI has arrested
seven more people, includ-
ing some CRPF and police
personnel, in connection
with the police sub-inspec-
tor recruitment scam in
Jammu and Kashmir
Police, officials said
Thursday. They said the
agency had questioned
them in Jammu before
taking them into custody.

Those arrested were
CRPF Head Constable
Pawan Kumar, CRPF
Constables Atul Kumar,
Amit Kumar Sharma and
Sunil Sharma, Jammu
and Kashmir Police
Assistant Sub-Inspector

Jaisuriya Sharma, and
private individuals
Tarsem Lal and Asheesh
Yadav, they said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had
conducted searches on
Tuesday at seven locations
in Jammu, Pathankot,
Rewari and Karnal in con-

nection with the recruit-
ment scam.

The CBI took over the
investigation into the case
on August 3 on a reference
from the Jammu and
Kashmir government.

It had arrested 13 per-
sons in connection with
the case earlier. Out of 13

accused arrested earlier,
nine are in judicial cus-
tody and four in police cus-
tody. The case pertains to
the leak of the question
paper for the examination
through which 1,200 posts
of sub-inspectors were to
be filled by the Jammu
and Kashmir Services
Selection Board.

“Investigation had re-
vealed that the alleged
payment of Rs 20 to 30
lakh (approximately) was
made by willing candi-
dates and their families to
the accused for accessing
the question paper before
the commencement of the
examination,” the CBI
spokesperson said.

Mumbai, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case accused
Gautam Navlakha, whose
plea seeking to be placed
under house arrest was al-
lowed by the Supreme
Court on Thursday, was
not released from prison
till late in the evening as
formalities could not be
completed.

Navlakha’s partner
Sahba Husain said the ac-
tivist would not be able to
leave the Taloja jail, locat-
ed in Navi Mumbai, dur-
ing the day. “The Supreme
Court has given 48 hours
(for implementing the
order). There is a lot of pa-

perwork to be done includ-
ing furnishing local surety
as directed by the apex
court and also the deposit
amount,” she told PTI.

If the formalities are
completed, then Navlakha
may walk out of jail on
Friday, said one of his
lawyers. Earlier in the day,
Husain expressed happi-
ness over the Supreme
Court order allowing 70-

year-old Navlakha to be
placed under house arrest
for one month.

“We are happy even if it
is for a month. The order
says he will have to be in
Mumbai. We have seen
certain places... but we are
yet to zero in. We have to
make arrangements now,”
she said.

The activist has been
lodged in the Taloja prison
since his arrest in the case
in August 2018.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed
Navlakha’s request for
house arrest, saying that
prima facie there was no
reason to reject his med-
ical report.

Korba, Nov 10: 

A purported video of a
doctor hitting a woman pa-
tient at a government hos-
pital in Chhattisgarh’s
Korba district has gone
viral on social media,
prompting authorities to
launch a probe.

The alleged incident
happened in the interven-
ing night of Sunday and
Monday (November 6 and
7) in the Medical College
Hospital (MCH) Korba, of-
ficials said. “After the
video came to light on
Wednesday, Dr Ganesh

Kanwar, who was on duty
in the hospital that time,
has been issued a show
cause notice. A probe has

been launched and action
will be taken against the
guilty,” Dr Gopal Kanwar,
medical superintendent of
the hospital, said. As per
some local media reports,
Sukhmati Bai (56) of
Gerwani village was
brought to MCH Korba by
her husband Janakram
Manjhwar and son Shyam
for treatment. In the video,
the woman is seen lying
on a stretcher and a man
treating her is seen slap-
ping her multiple times.
The face of the man hit-
ting the woman is, howev-
er, not visible in the video.

Guwahati, Nov 10 (PTI):

The BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) on Thursday
bagged 12 of the 22 seats in
the Deori autonomous
council elections, an offi-
cial statement said.

The saffron party won
11 seats while its ally
Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) secured one, the
statement issued by the of-
fice of the secretary of the
Assam State Election
Commission (ASEC) said.

Opposition Congress
managed to win two seats,
while Independent candi-
dates emerged victorious
in eight constituencies

after the completion of
counting during the day, it
said. An estimated 80 per
cent of the 43,595 voters
had exercised their fran-
chise during the polling on
Tuesday.

The 22 constituencies
are spread across six dis-
tricts and four sub-divi-
sions of other districts.

Reacting to the poll re-
sults, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
tweeted: “The resounding
victory of @BJP4Assam &
allies in Deori
Autonomous Council elec-
tion revalidates popular
trust in our Govt guided
by vision of Adarniya PM
Shri @narendramodi ji.”

Thiruvananthapuram,
Nov 10 (PTI): The LDF
government on
Thursday amended the
rules of Kerala
Kalamandalam deemed
university to remove the
Governor as its
Chancellor, a position
which would now be
filled with an eminent
person from the field of
Art and Culture.

Suiting action to its
words that it no longer
wants Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan at the
helm of universities in
the state, the Pinarayi
Vijayan headed dispensa-

tion issued an order
amending the rules and
regulations of the
deemed university of
Art and Culture.

Khan is presently
Chancellor of the Kerala
Kalamandalam accord-
ing to its website.

The move comes
amidst the government’s
ongoing tussle with
Khan over functioning of
universities, including
appointment of Vice
Chancellors, in the state
and its announcement
that it will come out with
an ordinance to replace
him with eminent acade-
micians at the helm of
varsities in Kerala.

LDF govt amends 
varsity rules to remove Guv 
 As its Chancellor

Deori Autonomous Council Polls

NDA wins 12 of 22 seats 
SC okays Navlakha’s house arrest, conditions apply

To be released from jail today

Video goes viral

Doctor hits a woman 
patient in Govt hospital

Maoists kill police constable 
About the incident

The incident took place at around 4.30 am
in Marikodri village under Mardoom police
station limits, located around 300 km from
state  capital  Raipur. Constable  Nevru
Benjam, posted at Rekha Ghati police camp
in the same area, had gone to the village
along with his family to attend a social func-
tion. Some unidentified persons fired at him
when he was at the function venue. The con-
stable died on the spot.

J&K Police SI Recruitment Scam

About earlier arrests
The CBI took over the investigation into the case on August 3
on a reference from the Jammu and Kashmir government. It
had arrested 13 persons in connection with the case earlier.
Out of 13 accused arrested earlier, nine are in judicial custody
and four in police custody. The case pertains to the leak of the
question paper for the examination through which 1,200 posts
of sub-inspectors were to be filled by the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board.

CBI arrests 7 more people 

Five killed in blast 
in TN fireworks unit

Police personnel at the site after an explosion at a
firecracker manufacturing unit, in Madurai district,
Thursday.

 Stalin announces
solatium

President walks down 
to Shree Jaganath Temple

Probe ordered
“After the video came to
light on Wednesday, Dr
Ganesh Kanwar, who was on
duty in the hospital that
time, has been issued a
show cause notice. A probe
has been launched and
action will be taken against
the guilty,” Dr Gopal
Kanwar, medical superin-
tendent of the hospital, said.

Kneels down at Lion’s Gate

President Droupadi Murmu during her visit to offer
prayers at the Jagannath Temple, in Puri, Thursday. 

Ajeet Ram Sahu

Bhilai: Dhanora resi-
dent Ajeet Ram Sahu
left for heavenly abode
at the age of 72 years on
Thursday. Last rites of
the mortal remains
were performed at
Dhanora Muktidham.
He was the father of
BMC PRO staff Ravish
Sahu.

OBITUARYMaintenance in intake yard

Water supply to remain
affected in BMC area

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: Necessary
maintenance work will be
taken up by the Electricity
Department at the
Sheonath river Intake
Yard on November 11,
2022. To execute the main-
tenance work, power shut
down will be done from
11:00 hrs to 15:30 hrs at the
Intake Well.

As a result, water supply
to 77 MLD and 66 MLD
Filter Plant from Sheonath
Intake well not be possible
due to the power cut.
Giving information,
Executive Engineer, Water

Department, Sanjay
Sharma said that due to
power blockage, the water
supply from 77 MLD and 66
MLD is likely to remain af-
fected in areas under
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation in the evening
on November 11 and de-
layed supply in the morn-
ing of November 12.

To meet the water crisis,
alternative arrangement
of water supply through
other resources would be
made by the zone area. It
has been appealed to the
citizens to store water for
essential work before the
water supply is affected.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: On the oc-
casion of Legal Services
Day on 09 November,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, organised
Legal Awareness Camps at
various locations. It was a
part of the pan India cam-
paign being run by
National Legal Services
Authority New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur during October 31
to November 13 for legal
awareness and empower-
ment of citizens.

The events in Durg were
organised under the guid-
ance of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal (Chairman,

District Legal Services
Authority). According to
the instructions of the
National Legal Services
Authority, New Delhi, a spe-
cial campaign "Haq
Hamara Bhi Toh Hai @75"
is underway for the prison-
ers. On the occasion of
National Legal Services
Day, a special awareness
camp was organised in the
Central Jail Durg for the

prisoners. They were given
information about their
rights and the free legal
services available for them.
Judges and Panel Lawyers
conducted the awareness
programme. Another pro-
gramme was organized at
Bharti University, Durg.
Ashish Dahria, Secretary,
District Legal Services
Authority, Durg, gave infor-
mation about the

Fundamental Rights /
Fundamental Duties of citi-
zens as well as various
schemes of NALSA.
Information was given
about the beneficiary ori-
ented schemes of the gov-
ernment. At other legal lit-
eracy camps, the Judges of
Durg Court asked the com-
mon people not to use the
vehicle without driving li-
cense and without insur-

ance. Women were detailed
about the provisions of sec-
tion 125 CrPC and legal
remedies for maintenance.
Information was given
about free legal aid provid-
ed to women, elderly and
prisoners detained in jail by
the Legal Services
Authority. They were fur-
ther informed that free ad-
vocates are provided with
legal aid in Supreme Court
and High Court and District
Court level. Advocates ap-
pearing in the cases before
the court are paid fees by
the government. On the oc-
casion of Legal Services
Day, Legal Literacy Camps
were conducted by the
Judges at Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Charoda and sev-
eral gram panchayats.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: Hemchand
Yadav University (Durg
University) is all set to or-
ganise an exhibition fo-
cused on the topic 'Hamar
Chhattisgarh' on
November 24. About 25 col-
leges affiliated to the uni-
versity are participating in
this exhibition. Dr
Prashant Srivastava, Dean,
Student Welfare sharing
this information explained
that due to space con-
straints in the university
campus, in the first phase,
25 colleges have been select-
ed to participate in this ex-
hibition. The remaining
colleges will be given op-
portunities in the upcom-
ing programs organised by
the university.

According to Dr

Srivastava, in this exhibi-
tion the college will give its
presentation on various
topics related to
Chhattisgarh in the stall al-
lotted by the university.
The topics include
Chhattisgarh's mineral
wealth, agriculture, forest,
tribe, dress, culture, water-
shed, fast and festivals, mu-
sical instruments, wildlife,
cuisine, industrial land-
scape, Ramvangamanpath,
higher education, saints
and religious places,
sports, sightseeing places,
freedom fighters, etc.

The colleges participat-
ing in this exhibition will
be rewarded on the basis of
the judgements given by
the panel of judges.
Ministers and other digni-
taries of Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment will be present at

the inauguration and clos-
ing of the exhibition. Dr
Srivastava informed that
this month a certificate
course on the subject of
Hamar Chhattisgarh is
also being conducted by
the university.

During this course, it is
also mandatory for all the
participants to make a proj-
ect focused on the subject of
Chhattisgarh, therefore,
this exhibition will prove to
be a milestone for these
participants and the candi-
dates appearing in the com-
petitive examinations. The
Vice Chancellor of the
University Dr Aruna Palta
and Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep urged all the col-
leges to motivate their staff
and students to observe
this exhibition to be organ-
ized on November 24.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  1100::  OHP, RMP,
Blast Furnaces and URM of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant have
set new records in production
as well as techno-economics.
For these achievements,
Anirban Dasgupta, Director-
in-Charge of Bhilai Steel Plant
congratulated the employees
and officers for their excel-
lent performance. He also ex-
tended his best wishes to the
associate departments of
these record breaking depart-
ments.

The Ore Handling Plant of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
recorded the highest ever dis-
patch of raw material on
November 09, 2022. The en-
tire team of Ore Handling
Plant in collaboration with the
supporting departments has
dispatched 41,820 tonnes of
raw material to various pro-

duction shops of the plant,
registering the highest ever
daily dispatch of raw materi-
al, breaking the previous
record of 40,282 tonnes set on
September 23, 2022. 

Material handling of 77,635
tonnes on November 09,
2022, registered a new record
for the best ever daily materi-
al handling, surpassing the
record of 77,258 tonnes set on
February 05, 2022.

Along with this, Ore
Handling Plant unloaded 266

wagons in night shift on
November 09, 2022 and
recording a new shift record,
it surpassed the record of un-
loading of 252 wagons
recorded in first shift of
February 05, 2022.

In line with the record, the
Refractory Material Plant
(RMP) of the plant recorded a
new record of best daily flux
production on November 09,
2022, producing 1740 tonnes
which is much higher than
the previous production

record of 1715 tonnes set on
November 06, 2022. 

SAIL-BSP's Blast Furnaces
created a new record by in-
creasing the highest ever
daily Coal Dust Injection
(CDI) rate. By injecting Coal
dust of 147 kgs per ton of hot
metal on November 09, 2022,
setting a new record for the
highest daily Coal dust injec-
tion, surpassed the record of
129 kgs per tonne of hot
metal, set on November 07,
2022.

In this sequence, Blast
Furnace-7 of Bhilai Steel Plant
has recorded the best coal
dust injection rate of 143 kg
per ton hot metal on
November 09, 2022 and creat-
ing a new record by surpass-
ing the previous record of 129
kg per ton hot metal set on
November 07, 2022.

Creating a new record in
the inspection of welding
joints, SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Universal Rail Mill
broke the previous record of
272 joints by inspecting 297
joints. Along with this, Rail
and Structural Mill has shown
record performance in in-
spection of welding joints.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director-in-Charge, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, congratu-
lated the URM fraternity and
also congratulated the other
concerned departments in-
cluding RCL, RITES etc.

Big savings on meds purchased
through Dhanwanti medical stores

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: The open-
ing of Medical Stores
under Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme in the city about
two years ago has proved
to be advantageous for the
people. As per reports,
lakhs of people have taken
benefit of this new avenue
and purchased generic
medicines through stores
located within the Bhilai
Nagar Municipal
Corporation limits, which
in turn helped them save
money.

The collective savings
amount to crores of ru-
pees which has become
possible because of the
55% discount in medicines
available at Dhanwantri
Medical Stores. The suc-
cess of the Stores has es-
tablished that the thought

behind launching the
scheme is viable.

Here it needs a mention
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
launched the Shri
Dhanwantri Medical
Stores Scheme to make
available high quality
branded generic medicines
at affordable rates for the
people. Five Dhanwantri

Medical Stores are operat-
ing in Bhilai to provide es-
sential medicines to the
people. Generic medicines
of high quality can be easi-
ly obtained at these stores
located at Mother's Market
Power House, T Market,
Subhash Nagar Shastri
Market, Bhagwa Chowk
Kailash Nagar Kurud, near
Anganwadi Center on 18

No Road and Government
Shastri Hospital Supela.
104018 people have pur-
chased medicines to get
health benefits, and from
the discount, these people
have saved crores of ru-
pees. Dhanwantri Medical
Stores is also providing
medicines for mobile med-
ical units.

Due to health benefits,
people's trust and confi-
dence in the medicines of
Dhanwantri Medical has
increased even more as
people are able to avail
huge benefits due to 55%
discount. For the people of
the middle class and weak-
er section, this scheme is
nothing less than a boon.
Bhilai residents are getting
benefits of the scheme due
to continuous monitoring
by Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: As per the
instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
sustained efforts are being
made to protect the inter-
ests of the investors who
have invested their hard
earned money in chit fund
companies. Under the guid-
ance of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu, Durg Police is arrest-
ing the directors / officers
of the chit fund companies
against whom FIRs are
lodged at various police sta-

tions. The property and as-
sets of these chit fund com-
panies are being attached
and auctioned so that the
money could be returned to
the investors.

In this sequence, one
Meghnath Deshlare had
lodged a complaint
against the chit fund com-
pany Sunshine Hitech
Infracon Ltd at Police
Station Utai in the year
2017 under sections 420, 34
of IPC and Section 10 of
Chhattisgarh Protection
of Depositors Interest Act.
After investigation, Police
arrested four directors /
officers of Sunshine
Hitech Infracon Ltd and
they were sent to jail.

The arrested director of
the company,
Rameshchandra Nayak (37)
son of Ganpat Nayak a resi-
dent of Ranapur Jhabua
(MP), owned 0.62 hectare
land at village Balodgahan,

Tehsil Gurur of District
Balod. The report was sent
to the Competent
A u t h o r i t y / D i s t r i c t
Magistrate, District-Balod
on February 11, 2022 for is-
suing interim orders for at-
tachment of the property.

Thereafter, an interim
order was issued for attach-
ment of the properties of
the arrested directors of
the company and was sent
to the Special Court,
District-Balod for final or-
ders. Sessions
Judge/Special Judge, Balod
(Chhattisgarh) issued the
final orders for attachment
of the property on August
10, 2022.

On receiving the final
order for attachment of
property from the Special
Court of Balod District, the
Collector and District
Magistrate (District-Balod)
through Tehsildar of
Gurur auctioned the said

property for 1,40,00,000/-
(one crore forty lakh ru-
pees). As soon as the auc-
tion amount is received
from District Collector
Balod, it will be distributed
among the investors. The
process of attachment of
the company's property lo-
cated in the district
Dhamtari is also being con-
ducted by the District
Collector of Dhamtari. It is
expected that the process
will be completed soon.

So far, Rs 2,92,78,102 / -
has been received from the
auction / compromise of 03
chit fund companies in the
district, out of which Rs
33,84,000 / - has been re-
turned to 21 investors. The
district administration has
collected Rs 2,56,97,102 by
auctioning the property of
Sushk India Company.
This amount will be re-
turned to the investors
after verification.

CCM College gets batch
admission permission

on 150 MBBS seats

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: National
Medical Commission
(NMC), Delhi has given
permission to Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Government Medical
College, Kachandur for
batch admission on annu-
al intake of 150 MBBS
seats for the academic ses-
sion 2022-23. The grant has
been given on the request
made by the College, in-
formed a press commu-
nique. The Out Patient
Department (OPD) has
been started in this med-
ical college after the
College was acquired by
the State Government on

September 09, 2021. Free
services of emergency
medical and IPD admis-
sion and surgeries will
also be started here soon.
This medical college is
continuously organizing
programs and camps to
bring awareness about
health among the general
public. The college organ-
ised several camps at
Nagpura, Kachandur and
Kohka in which more
than 2000 patients got free
medical consultation and
medicines. The decision
was taken at a virtual
meeting after detailed de-
liberations with the
College held under the
Chairmanship of
President, Medical
Assessment and Rating
Board, on November 07,
2022. Accordingly, Medical
Assessment & Rating

Board (MARB) of National
Medical Commission
(NMC) has decided to issue
permission for admission
against the annual intake
of 150 MBBS students at
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Govt. Medical
College, Durg "u/s 11(2) of
the IMC Act, 1956 to I read
with section 61(2) of the
NMC Act, 2019" for the aca-
demic Year 2022-23. The
Permission is valid for one
year and for admitting
only one batch of MBBS
students against the annu-
al intake of 150 MBBS
seats during the academic
year 2022-23. The next
batch students in MBBS
course will be admitted in
the college only after per-
mission of Medical
Assessment & Rating
Board of NMC for renew-
al/recognition.

SDM / SDOP to inspect mishap
sites to assess cause of accident

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 10: In case of
any road accident, the
concerned SDM and
SDOP will inspect the
mishap site. The circum-
stances under which the
accident occurred will be
thoroughly investigated
and reviewed to assess
the human or technical
error responsible for the
accident so that measures
can be taken to rectify the
fault.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena gave these
instructions to the offi-
cials in this regard during
the Road Safety Meeting
held on Thursday. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava was
also present in the meet-
ing. While directing the
officers, the SP said that
the report of 59 points
was collected after the ac-

cidents.
It is very important to

take corrective steps. The
Collector and SP directed
the officials to prepare a
case study in each case for
a thorough review of the
causes of death due to ac-
cident every month so that
the errors could be recti-
fied. Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, SDM Vipul
Gupta, Mukesh Rawate,
Traffic DSP Satish
Thakur, Deputy Collector
Lovekesh Dhruv, CMHO
Dr JP Meshram, PWD EE
Ashok Shrivas, RTO
Officer Anubhav Sharma
and other officers were
present in the meeting.

Collector said that
through safety audits,
such places will be identi-
fied where there is a high
risk of accidents. The
safety audit team will con-
sist of officers associated

with the construction
agency, police and revenue
officials. Safety audit team
will be trained and they
will be specially informed
about the equipment relat-
ed to road safety.

Along with this, techni-
cal points related to road
safety will also be taken
into consideration. Team
officials will reach the
spots and give suggestions
regarding reflectors,
blinkers etc. Where break-
ers, rumble strips etc are

needed, will also be men-
tioned. The Collector said
that there should be
mandatory speed warning
boards prior to public
places like schools.

Where there is a blind
turn, the officials of the
PWD and other concerned
construction agencies
should take necessary
measures to rectify. Along
with black spots and gray
spots, those areas will also
be identified where the
number of accidents is

more than other places
and corrective work will
be done.

Collector and SP said
that after the accident, the
response time is also very
important. Time taken by
ambulance to reach the
mishap site after the acci-
dent; commencement of
treatment at hospital,
need of referring the vic-
tim to another hospital,
etc will be thoroughly re-
viewed so that no error is
missed at any point.

Instructions were also
given for regular monitor-
ing of drunk drivers.
Instructions were given
for intensive checking
through breath analyzer.
It was also decided in the
meeting to inform the BSP
Management to take nec-
essary corrective work at
the identified six gray
spots in the BSP township.
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Safety audit of roads to be done by joint team of construction agency, police and revenue department

p Currently for
Academic Session
2022-23

Investors of Sunshine Hitech
Infracon Ltd to get relief soon 

p Rs 1.40 crore collected
from auction of
assets 

p 04 directors of the
company arrested
and jailed

Record production in Bhilai Steel Plant 
OHP, RMP, Blast Furnaces, URM set new records in Best Production

Durg University: Exhibition with theme
‘Humar Chhattisgarh’ on November 24

Awareness camps organised at various places on Legal Services Day
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Govt’s ‘Tuhar Dwar’ program
commendable:  Umesh Patel

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100: In Raigarh dis-
trict, a large number of peo-
ple’s problems were resolved
in the Samadhan camp organ-
ized for speedy redressal of
the problems of the common
people. Along with resolving
public problems, a mega
health camp was also organ-
ized in the camp set up in vil-
lage Supa, Pusaur develop-
ment block. Terming the
‘Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’ program
being run on the initiative of
the district administration as
useful, the Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel
appealed to the people to take
advantage of such camps in
maximum numbers. On this
occasion, he distributed pen-
sion certificates to the vil-
lagers under social security
schemes in the camp, free
cycles to school children, pat-
tas to farmers and minikits of
seeds of various crops to the

farmers. Along with the solu-
tion camp in village Supa, 3361
patients were examined in the
mega health camp set up
there. Ayushman cards of 60
people were made in the
camp. 809 people were given a
booster dose of Covid. 94
Divyang registered. In mega
camp, heart diseases, pedi-
atrics, orthopedics, skin dis-
eases, neurologist, ophthal-
mology, urology, nose-ear-
throat disease, audiologist,
mental health were examined
by specialist doctors. Patients
of serious cases were referred
to the district hospital for bet-
ter treatment. Free medicines
were distributed to the
patients in the health camp.
Apart from this, applications
related to every department
including ration card, destitute
pension, Prime Minister’s
house, Divyang letter, pension,
Ayushman card, caste, resi-
dence, income certificate were
resolved. On this occasion,
District Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel, District
Panchayat CEO Mahesh Patel,
CEO District Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer  Abinash
Mishra along with departmen-
tal officers-employees and
local public representatives
were present.

Effective steps taken for quality
education in schools: Dr. Tekam

Raipur, Nov 10: School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam in-
augurated the two-day
state level cultural pro-
grams of schools operated
under Swami Atmanand
Scheme in the auditorium
of Pranawanand Academy
in Raipur. 321 students are
participating in the state
level cultural program.
These include 88 students
from Raipur division, 61
from Bastar division, 77
from Surguja division, 50
from Bilaspur division and
45 from Durg division.
Along with this, 30 teach-
ers have also joined as
guides of these children.
The participating children
will get a chance to show-
case their talent in drama,
solo dance, group dance,
solo and group singing and
instrumental arts. School
Education Minister Dr.
Tekam said in the inaugu-

ral session that the colours
of cultural diversity have
been engraved in our
hearts and minds. From
Sukma to Surajpur, we are
a unique example of a
golden link of language,
costumes and customs, not
only for Chhattisgarhia
but for the country and the
world.

Dr. Tekam said that
many effective steps have
been taken by the
Chhattisgarh government
for the quality of educa-
tion, which is well support-
ed by the common citizens.
This is the reason that
today there is a constant
demand to open Atmanand
School in all areas of the
society and positive steps
are being taken by the gov-

ernment in this
area.

He said that on
the occasion of
State Foundation
Day  the exchange
of cultures of 28
states and 10 coun-
tries in the tribal
festival were seen
recentlty. Dr.
Tekam said that
the culture of

Chhattisgarh paves the
way for development and
social justice by connect-
ing with its roots. All this
can happen only when chil-
dren are given proper op-
portunities and platforms.
In this series, students of
279 English and Hindi
medium schools operating
in the state have been
given an opportunity to
develop and display their
inner art through cultural
programs from school
level to state level under
Swami Atmanand Yojana.
He said that in this two-
day event, the participat-
ing children and teachers
would also exchange living
habits, food, language and
dialect of different regions
of the state.

Caste certificates will
be issued only once
instead of annually

Raipur, Nov 10:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has taken a
major decision in the in-
terest of students. Now,
the caste certificates will
be issued to students only
once instead of issuing
the same every year. The
caste certificate issued to
the students will serve as
a permanent record. The
General Administration
Department has issued in-
structions in this regard
to all the district collec-
tors.

It has been clarified in
the instructions issued
that the validity of caste
certificates will not be
time bounded instead it
will be valid for a lifetime.
It will be a permanent
record. Now, there will be
no need to issue these cer-
tificates time and again.

In case the caste certifi-
cate is lost, its duplicate
copy can also be issued by
the authorized officer.

The district collectors
have been instructed to
ensure that the perma-
nent caste and domicile
certificates of students
belonging to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward
Classes studying from
class VI to XII in all gov-
ernment, private schools,
and central board schools
located in the state of
Chhattisgarh should be
prepared and distributed
in their schools only.
Camps for the same
should be organized in
schools every year.
Pending certificates
should be issued till the
next academic session.
Collectors have also been
instructed to compulsori-
ly send monthly progress
reports in this regard to
the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department (Reservation
Cell).

Selection trials for 65th
National Shooting from Nov 20
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100::  Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Rifle Association is
going to organize and con-
duct a trial selection/ coach-
ing camp.  All those who have
qualified for the Nationals
will be representing in the
forthcoming 65th National
Shooting Championship meet
in Small Bore Rifle and Pistol
events. This event is sched-
uled from 20.11.22 to
12.12.22. The Rifle events will
be conducted in Trivandrum
as well as pistol events will be
there in Bhopal. 

All the qualified shooters
will be required to contest in
the trial selection.  Shooters
will be selected for the
Chhattisgarh team on the
basis of merit i.e. score
attained in 03 rounds of trial
selection scheduled from
13.11.22 to 15.11.22.  Rest all
the shooters will be partici-
pating independently. Asides
we are going to organize a
coaching camp also for all the
shooters participating in the
National Shooting champi-
onship meet. 

These all events will be
conducted in 10 meter Air
Rifle, 10-metre Air pistol, and
50-meter rifle. Rakesh Gupta
(General Secretary of CPRA)
has given information. The
event is organized under
Jindal steel and power Ltd. 

Round table discussions on the National Legal Service Camp 

Raipur, Nov 10:
Commemorating the National
Legal Services Day,
Hidayatullah National Law
University successfully organ-
ised a round table discussion
on “Strengthening Legal Aid –
Opportunities and
Challenges” on the 9th
November, 2022, and formally
inaugurated the Pro-Bono
Club headed by Dr.Balwinder
Kaur in the august presence of
dignitaries.

Prof (Dr.) VC
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor, HNLU in his open-

ing remarks emphasized that
legal aid is a fundamental
right and not a charity. He also
said the legal regime complex
keeps a majority without ac-
cess and there cannot be a
Just society if the process de-
pends on the economy which
the individual possesses.

Dr. Kaumudhi Challa, facul-
ty coordinator of legal aid
committee presented her
views on the role of law stu-

dents in promoting legal aid.
She highlighted the various
activities conducted by the
legal aid committee of HNLU
and quoted from the words of
Robert Frost, the woods are
lovely dark and deep but we
have promises to keep and
miles to go before we sleep.

Smt. R. Sangeetha, IAS,
Secretary, Department of
Technical Education,
Employment and Forest,

Government of Chhattisgarh
graced the occasion as the
chief guest. She emphasised
on the link between adminis-
tration and law and the role of
bureaucracy and interpreta-
tional skills in strengthening
legal aid while sharing her ex-
periences during the discus-
sion. She made multiple sug-
gestions for higher education-
al institutions for increasing
the efficiency of legal aid ini-
tiatives.

The Raipur Legal Services
Authority was represented by
Ms. Soumya Rai,Civil
Judge,Chhattisgarh Judicial
Services. She assured the
University of future collabo-

rations with authority to col-
lectively strengthen access to
Justice.

Prof Dr. Uday
Shankar,Registrar, HNLU dis-
cussed the significance of ef-
fective branding in making
legal aid at institutions more
fruitful. Other discussants
also enlightened the audience
with their diverse and out-
come-oriented opinions.

The event was organized
under the supervision of the
Legal Aid Committee and Pro
Bono Club, HNLU, and the
able guidance of Prof (Dr.)
Yogendra K Srivastava, Dean,
Outreach and Regulatory
Affairs (External).

Session of AI and Data Science Best Emerging
Trends in Earth Science inaugurated

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  1100:: Department of
Computer Science and
Technology (CSE) and
Department of Information
Technology (IT), National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur is organizing an ATAL
FDP on Artificial Intelligence
and Data Science with AICTE
for 2 weeks from 7th
November to 18th November
2022. Dr. (Mrs) A. B. Soni,
Director (I/c), NIT Raipur is
the chief patron and Dr.
Prabhat Diwan, Dean(R&C),
NIT Raipur is the Patron of the
FDP.

The first phase of the pro-
gram will be organized virtu-
ally from 7th to 12th
November, and in offline
mode from 14th to 18th
November, 2022. The opening
ceremony began with the
introduction of guests. Dr.

Dilip Singh Sisodia, HoD, CSE
and Dr. R. Tripathi, Assistant
Professor, IT addressed the
program.

This program is divided into
14 sessions and each session
has two sub-sessions.
Lectures will be delivered by
professors from higher insti-
tutions of the country in vari-
ous subjects including Multi-
Sensor Remote Sensing Data
Processing, Future Research
Trends in AI, Data Science and
Earth Science, Data Collection
and Data Interpretation in
Hydrogeology, Indian Values
??and Ethos, Classroom
Conduct and Behaviour,
Teaching Practice in Lab, Life
and Stress Management etc.
The farewell ceremony of this
program, held for two weeks,
has been scheduled on
November 18.

Smriti Irani to lead BJP’s
Hunkar rally today

Raipur, Nov 10: Union
Minister Smriti Irani
would be leading the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Mahila Hunkar
rally against the Congress
government on Friday at
Bilaspur to register
protest against the rising
crime against women.

According to the infor-
mation received, Union
Minister Smriti Irani
would be reaching Raipur
Airport in the morning
and would depart for
Bilaspur by road. After a
brief stay at Chhattisgarh
Bhawan in Bilaspur, she
would be leading the agita-
tion against Congress gov-

ernment at Nehru Chowk
and would also be address-
ing a public meeting.

Meanwhile, the BJP
MLA and Spokesperson

Ranjana Sahu and BJP
Mahila Morcha President
Shalini Rajput said that
the Friday agitation would
pave way for the departure
of Congress regime. In a
joint statement issued
here, both the senior lead-
ers said that the Congress
had come to power with
the promise to deliver
liquor prohibition across
Chhattisgarh but has
failed to fulfill the 
promise.

They said that the
Congress government has
betrayed the Women on
the issue of liquor prohibi-
tion which they would reg-
ister protest. Notification issued for special

session of CG Assembly
Raipur, Nov 10:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat on
Thursday issued notifica-
tion for the two-day spe-
cial session from
December 1. As per the no-
tification issued by the
Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma, the spe-
cial session would contin-
ue on December 2.

It is notable that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel had requested the
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant to con-
vene a two-day session.
Subsequently, Governor

too had given her consent
for the same.

According to the infor-
mation received, the state
government would come
up with the Legislation to
restore the reservation for

Scheduled Tribe commu-
nity which was recently
reduced by the
Chhattisgarh High Court
on the grounds of exceed-
ed limits of reservation
with more than 50%.

While the ruling
Congress would try to re-
gain the lost ground
among the ST community,
the principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would corner the
Treasury bench on the
above issue. The two-day
session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly is
likely to be stormy.

Judicial remand of
Sameer Bishoni, Agrawal

and Tiwari extended

Raipur, Nov 10: The judi-
cial remand of the suspend-
ed  IAS officer Sameer
Bishnoi, coal trader Sunil
Agrawal and Laxmikant
Tiwari has been extended
and the Court has given
one-days time ED and hear-
ing into the entire case will
be held once again tomor-
row.

It is notable here that ED
conducted raids in the resi-
dence and establishments of
many IAS officers, busi-
nessmen and coal traders
last on Oct 11 and during
this there was information
about illegal trading and ex-
change of coal in the re-
gion. ED had conducted in-
quiry for two days and on
Oct 13 took into arrest the

then CEO CHiPS and IAS of-
ficer Sameer Bishnoi,
Director of Coal Washery
Sunil Agrawal and  busi-
nessman Laxmikant
Tiwari. They were pro-
duced in the Court and
were sent on judicial re-
mand for 8 days and then for
6 days later. After interroga-
tion, all the above three
were sent jail for 14 days
after taking them into ju-
dicial remand last on Oct

27. In this case, business-
man Suryakant Tiwari
was made as the key per-
son, but ED could not lo-
cate his whereabouts and
was never sent any sum-
mon. But it was on Oct 29
that all of sudden
Suryakant Tiwari surren-
dered before the ED’s spe-
cial court and after taking
him into arrest, ED sent
him to judicial remand for
12 days.

Proper efforts should be made to
prevent road accidents: CS

Raipur, Nov 10: A meet-
ing of the committee con-
stituted regarding road
safety through video con-
ferencing under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
was held at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here on
Thursday. The Chief
Secretary has instructed
the officers that proper ef-
forts should be made to en-
sure that road accidents
should not occur. He in-
structed the departmental
officers to take action
under the action plan to
make comprehensive man-
agement for road safety.
The Chief Secretary has
said that analysis should
be done to know the causes
of road accidents. Jain has
directed to organize regu-
lar meetings of the Road
Safety Committee at the
district level and review
the progress of proceed-
ings regarding road safety.
In the meeting, the meas-
ures and efforts to control

road accidents and road
safety awareness cam-
paign were discussed in de-
tail. In the meeting, in the
context of road safety, pres-
entation of efforts and fu-
ture action plan for road
accident control was given
by the Inter-departmental
Lead Agency (Road Safety)
Police Headquarters
Complex, Nava Raipur.

In the meeting, D.G.P.
Ashok Juneja and
Transport Commissioner
Dipanshu Kabra also par-
ticipated. In relation to the
road safety scenario, the
officials of the Inter-de-

partmental Lead Agency
(Road Safety) informed
about the accident control
efforts and action plan that
from January to October,
2022 this year, about three
lakh eight thousand 559
cases of violation of traffic
rules were registered in
the state. Recovery challan
action of Rs 74 lakh 54
thousand 690 crore was
taken. 6 lakh 48 thousand
430 recovery challan was
taken by the Transport
Department. This led to ef-
forts to control accidents.
Similarly, in the year 2021,
4458 awareness programs

for the control of road ac-
cidents were organized
across the state. About 11
lakh 77 thousand 700 peo-
ple participated in this. In
the awareness program,
various programs includ-
ing Road Safety Word
Cricket Series, Road
Safety Mitan, Road Safety
based short film festival,
Road Safety based song,
NCC, Scoud guide and
wide awareness program
were organized. Similarly,
this year, out of about 104
black spots of various ac-
cidents in the state, im-
provement work has been
completed in 50 and 54
works are in progress. In
the meeting, the collector
and superintendent of po-
lice of the respective dis-
tricts gave detailed infor-
mation regarding the over-
all road safety scenario of
seven districts with maxi-
mum number of accidents
namely Raipur, Durg,
Bilaspur, Rajnandgaon,
Raigarh, Janjgir-Champa

and Korba. In the meeting,
it was informed about the
trauma center that seven
medical colleges and dis-
trict hospitals operating in
different districts of the
state are being upgraded
at different levels.
Similarly, a provision of
eight crore rupees has
been made in the budget
for the establishment of
city scan machines in
Rajnandgaon, Janjgir-
Champa, Balod and
Dhamtari. For the treat-
ment of the injured in
road accidents, free facili-
ties are being provided in
all medical colleges and
district hospitals. All the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners, IGs and
District Collectors and
Superintendents of Police,
including the Secretary of
the Transport
Department, Mr. S.
Prakash, and officers of
the Police and Transport
Department attended the
meeting.

SHIV MAHAPURAN KATHA

Former Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh inaugurated the second day of Shri Shiv

Mahapuran Katha program by lighting the lamp on Thursday.

Final hearing into
the case tomorrow

 Held at HNLU

Caste certificate
issued to students
will be a permanent
record

Colorful inaugura-
tion of state level
cultural programs
of Atmanand
Schools

Row over Buddhist convention vows in Chh’garh
Rajnandgaon, Nov 10: A
controversy has erupted
over a Buddhist conven-
tion held in Chhattisgarh
where vows were purport-
edly taken to not follow the
Hindu religion and offer
prayers to gods and god-
desses.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal
have complained to the po-
lice seeking action against
organisers of the pro-
gramme held in
Rajnandgaon district on
November 7 after a video
went viral.

Congress leaders name-
ly Rajnandgaon Mayor
Hema Deshmukh and
chairman of Late Rani
Suryamukhi Devi
Rajgami Sampada Nyas,
Vivek Wasnik, were seen
on the stage at the event in
a video along with others.
Leaders of the BJP also at-
tended.

According to

Rajnandgaon MP Santosh
Pandey of BJP, the Nyas
also manages several tem-
ples in the state.

The former chief minis-
ter and BJP leader Raman
Singh told PTI that he had
left the event before such
vows were administered.

On November 8, a video
clip of the function went
viral in which people can
be heard taking vows that
they will not follow the
Hindu religion and offer
rituals to gods and god-
desses.

VHP, Bajrang Dal, and
other organisations staged
a protest in front of the of-
fice of Wasnik, who hails
from the Buddhist com-
munity, in Raipur on
Wednesday.

They later submitted
complaints to the police
seeking action against the
organisers claiming an at-
tempt is being made to vi-
tiate the social fabric.

Mayor Deshmukh said
she was invited to the
function but was unaware
of such a pledge which she
does not support.

“I was not alone in the
programme. Former CM
Raman Singh, and ex-MP
Madhusudan Yadav were
also there. I have complete
faith in Hindu gods and
goddesses. I don’t support
such anti-religious ideolo-
gy. I didn’t take the pledge
when it was being admin-
istered and left the venue
later”, she added.

MP Santosh Pandey has
demanded the resignation
of Wasnik as the chair-
man of the Nyas.

“Rajgami Sampada
Nyas also manages several
temples. How a person
with such a mindset can
hold the position of its
chairman?” Pandey asked.

Wasnik could not be
contacted for the com-
ment.

Govt putting additional burden 
on common men: Bohara

Kabirdham, Nov 10: After
undeclared power cut in
many parts of Chhattisgrh,
the people of state taken for
shock with two-three times
higher electricity bills in
the name of security fees
by the electricity depart-
ment. The people of
Kawardha city are in
dilemma and there is great
deal of resentment amogn
them. BJP Mahila Morha
State Secy and District
Panchayat Kabirdham
‘Sabhapati’- Bhavana
Bohara said that prior to
the elections, Congress has
promised to reduce the
electricity bills to half and
waive off the loan. But in-
stead of this, they have

gone against it and have
put the people of state
under additional burden by
hiking the electricity
charges and adding high se-
curity fees.

Bhawana Bohara said
that the people of the re-
gion were already troubled
with undeclared power cut
and now in the name of
high security fees, they are
putting the people of state
under additional financial
burden and filling their cof-
fers. Hike of 30 Paisa per

unit in the electricity bills
speaks of tall claims of the
state government to reduce
the power tariff. In the last
few years, the state govern-
ment has so far hiked the
power tariff four times. Set
aside this with number of
faults in the electricity bills
and its calculation, the peo-
ple are made to wander the
offices of the electricity de-
partment on daily basis
and the state government is
not finding any solution to
the same. Bohara charged
that the promises made by
the state government in the
last four years have not
being fulfilled and are mak-
ing only time-gap arrange-
ments in the name of pro-
viding services and facili-
ties to the general public.
On top of this with unde-
clared power cuts the farm-
ers and industrialists too
are made to face lots of

problems.BJP Mahila
Morcha State Secy
Bhawana Bohra charged
that all the promises of the
state government as per its
election manifesto have not
being fulfilled and the
farmers are made to com-
mit suicide not getting loan
waiver on agriculture and
with undeclared power cut
they are made to face prob-
lems in having good crop
production. The business-
men and traders are made
to use generators and this
is putting additional bur-
den on them and with all
such problems, the
Congress led government
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel is least
bothered about the prob-
lems being faced and are
only busy in increasing the
power tariff and increasing
revenue generation
through such procedures.

Total 1773 eligible beneficiaries
provided ‘patta’

Kawardha, Nov 10:
Minister for Climate
Change, Housing and
Environment and MLA
Kawardha Mohammed
Akbar convened a meeting
through video-conferenc-
ing with the Nagar Palika
Parishad Kawardha about
land-lease (patta) distribu-
tion under Rajiv Gandhi
Ashray Yojana (RGAY)
here on Wednesday.
Meeting was attended by
Nagar Palika Parishad
(NPP) Kawardha President
Rishi Kumar Sharma,
Nagar Palika V-P Jamil
Khan, corporators of dif-
ferent wards and Nazul of-
ficer Sandeep Thakur,
Nazul Tehsildar Ravi

Pandey and other officers
and employees of the
Nazul department.

In the above meeting
‘nazul’ officer informed
that under RGAY a survey
of eligible persons resid-
ing in Kawardha city was
carried out in 2018 and in
this total 4373 beneficiaries
were surveyed and only
1773 were found eligible
and 2600 were ineligible.
Out of the 1774 eligible
beneficiaries, 1051 deposit-
ed the requisite fees and
out of which 1020 benefici-
aries have been distributed
‘patta’ (land-lease). The
work of rest of the 31 bene-
ficiaries too has been com-
pleted and they would be
alloted ‘patta’ in 2-3 days.
Out of 1773 eligible benefi-
ciaries, 722 have so far not
deposited the required fees

till date and in context of
which they have been sent
notices twice and since
they have not shown inter-
est in getting ‘patta’, their
procedure has not being
completed. Presently all
the ward corporators have
been provided the list of el-
igible and ineligible benefi-
cairies. During discus-
sions it came to fore that
few persons who have en-
croached upon the land of
Police and WRD cannot be
provided ‘patta’ and there
is information about
‘patta’ being alloted to
some ineligible beneficiar-
ies as well.

Minister Mohammed
Akbar in the meeting after
the discussions instructed
the NPP Kawardha offi-
cers and employees to pro-
vide one-week’s time to re-

maining 722 eligible bene-
ficiaries and the benefici-
aries who are residing on
more than the required
land area then they are eli-
gible should be provided
‘patta’ with land area as
per their eligibility. Akbar
said that the peopple who
have encroached upon the
‘nallah’ area, their videog-
raphy should be done and
in this way the person who
are residingi or en-
croached upon the land or
are living on rent, can be
provided ‘patta’ as per
their eligiblity at the right
place. He also instructed to
provide more and more
‘pattas’ to eligible persons
under RGAY and those
who have been provided
‘patta’ earlier, their renew-
al too should be done as
per the rules.

Cadets of All-India Vayu
Sainik camp felicitated

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10: Cadets
of 3 CG Air NCC who
took part in All-India
Vayu Sainik Camp held
at Jodhpur were felicitat-
ed by the Commanding
Officer, Wing
Commander Rajat
Gupta. A total of 10
cadets from Chhattisgarh
participated in the camp
as a part of MP &
Chhattisgarh Contingent
and achieved third posi-
tion. AIVSC is a national
level camp held at
Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
every year and a total of
600 cadets of Air Wing
from all over the country
participate in various
events like
Aeromodelling, Firing,
Drill, Tent Pitching and
Flying.

Two cadets of the unit,
from Durga College, won
Bronze medal in
Aeromodelling Remote
Control flying. Both
cadets, Cadet Under-offi-
cer Ganga Sagar Tiwari
and Cadet Tarun Sagar
Dewan were rewarded

with a medal, cash prize
and a token of apprecia-
tion each by the
Commanding Officer. All
participating Cadets of
the unit were compli-
mented by Wing
Commander Rajat Gupta
and praised for bringing
laurels to the Directorate
and Chhatisgarh State.
The Aeromodelling in-

structor Mr Deepak
Bhurle played a vital role
in training of the cadets
in aeromodelling inspite
of the limited resources.
During the ceremony,
Squadron Leader (Dr)
Vijay Kumar Choubey,
Junior Warrant Officer
Paul were present along
with the other Staff of 3
CG Air NCC.

Govt aim is to strengthen the condition
of the farmers: Dr. Kamalpreet Singh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10:
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh on
Wednesday reviewed the
Kharif year 2022 at New
Circuit House by taking a
meeting of senior officers of
Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries Department in-
cluding Collectors of
Districts of Raipur and Durg
divisions, Chief Executive
Officers of District
Panchayats and reviewed
the scheduling of Rabi sea-
son 2022-23. The progress of
flagship schemes of the gov-
ernment related to agricul-
ture and related depart-
ments was also reviewed in
the meeting.

In the meeting,
Commissioner of Raipur
Division  Yashwant Kumar,
Commissioner of Durg
Division Mahadev Kanwre
and Director Agriculture Dr.
Ayaz Tamboli, Horticulture
Director Shri Matheswaran
V. along with other senior of-

ficers were present.
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh while ad-
dressing in the meeting said
that benefiting the farmers
from agriculture and allied
sector and strengthening
their position is included in

the priority of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel. To improve the con-
dition of the farmers, culti-
vation of paddy as well as
other commercial crops
should be promoted in the
state. In order to promote the
cultivation of other crops, a

provision has been made to
provide input subsidy by
covering all Kharif crops in
the Kisan Nyay Yojana.
Agriculture Production
Commissioner directed to
promote palm plantation
and encourage wheat culti-
vation in irrigated areas. He
said that the state has re-
ceived good rains this year.
There is still good moisture
in the fields, taking advan-
tage of this, the area under
Rabi crops can be increased.

It should be the effort of
all of us that, farmers
should produce such crops
which are in demand in the
market, this will benefit the
farmers. In the meeting,
progress of beneficiary ori-
ented schemes of Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Millet Mission,
organic farming, cultivation
of maize and other crops in-
stead of summer paddy,
Integrated Watershed
Management Program,
Community Garden,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries
Department were reviewed.

BJP protests against reservation cut on NH-30 
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 10: In
protest against cut in the
reservation percentage of
tribals, a demonstration
was organized by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Scheduled Tribe
(ST) Morcha at Amaguda
Chowk, National Highway
No.30 from 1 noon against
the Congress government.
The protest continued till
3:30 pm. BJP leaders
charged that due to the
negligence and conspiracy
of the Congress govern-
ment, the reduction in
reservation of tribals is

being protested from
Bastar to Surguja in the
state-wide call.

Mahesh Kashyap of
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Scheduled Tribes

(ST) Morcha said that due
to the gross negligence of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s Congress govern-
ment on 32% reservation
for tribals, 10% reserva-
tion was cut. From which
it is clear that Bhupesh
Sarkar has never been
friendly to the tribals. The
BJP ST Morcha is agitat-
ing against the Congress
government to fight for the
rights of tribals. During
this, along with BJP ST
Morcha, BJP Yuva
Morcha, Mahila Morcha
and other cells, office bear-
ers and workers were pres-
ent in large numbers.

No encroachments allowed in Devguri areas: Collector
Jagdalpur, Nov 10:
Collector Chandan Kumar
directed to preserve the site
to prevent encroachment in
the area of ??Devgudi. He
said that for the necessary
progress in the develop-
ment works of Devguri, Rs
5 lakh is being given by the
administration from DMFT
head for development
work. The Collector said
that the development work
of Devgudi should be given
priority. He also instructed
to do the documentation of
every Devgudi. Collector
Kumar directed the officers
in the meeting of the time-
limit held in the Prerna
Cell of the District Office
on Wednesday. Chief
Executive Officer Prakash
Sarve, Additional Collector
Haresh Mandavi and other
district level officers were
present in the meeting.

In the meeting, Collector
Kumar said that the pend-
ing cases related to pension

of officers-employees be-
longing to the departments
should be resolved prompt-
ly. The officers of the de-
partment should ensure
that the pension benefici-
ary takes equitable action
from a human point of
view. Reviewing the electri-
fication work of CREDA,
he said that continuous
monitoring of the guaran-

teed equipment installed
should be done. Maintain
continuous maintenance of
solar equipment installed
in government buildings
including hospitals, hos-
tels.

Instructions were given
to complete the approved
works in the Rural
Industrial Park on time. He
said that the construction

of infrastructure in rural
industrial parks is going on
at a fast pace and all the de-
partments concerned
should make necessary
preparations for conduct-
ing employment oriented
activities in them. He re-
viewed the progress of
Amrit Sarovar. He also re-
viewed the work being
done under Jal Shakti
Abhiyan. Instructions were
given to complete the work
of Amrit Mission in the
municipal corporation
area expeditiously and
after laying the pipeline,
the work of reconstruction
of the road should also be
completed expeditiously.

During the review of re-
curring grazing Gothans of
the Forest Department, he
directed to bring progress
in the construction work of
Gothans. Instructions were
given to the forest depart-
ment officer to take neces-
sary action on the applica-

tion made under section 3-2
for recurring grazing.
Instructions were given to
the officers to make an ap-
peal to make paradan for
the Gothans in the Gram
Sabha to be held in the
coming days. He also em-
phasized on getting
Shramdaan done in
Gothans. Instructions were
given to increase the pur-
chase in the Gothans hav-
ing less cow dung.

The Collector said that
the construction work of
fair price shops and
Anganwadi centers should
be completed soon. While
reviewing the purchase of
paddy, he directed to ensure
the availability of gunny
bags in sufficient quantity
in all the committees.
During the discussion on
the issue of time-limit in
the meeting, the action
being taken on the applica-
tions of community forest
rights was discussed.

RMC forms probe committee
into beautification work

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 10: Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) administration on
Wednesday formed a
joint probe committee to
investigate into reported
irregularities in the vari-
ous works from Untided
Fund for beautification

work on Road Divider
from the Telibandha
Police Station to VIP
Turning Point.

RMC Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi has
also cancelled the Tender
issued for the said work
on the basis of the com-
plaint received. He has
constituted a three-mem-
ber committee. Chief
Engineer RK Choubey,
Joint Director Finance
SP Sahu and
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer Hemant
Sharma would be con-

ducting investigation
and submit the report
within 7 days. RMC Zone
10 has been directed to
submit the essential doc-
uments to the three-
member investigation
committee.

It is notable that the
Lok Sabha member from
Raipur Sunil Soni had ex-
posed the above irregu-
larity and had said to reg-
ister complaint with
Union Ministry as well as
to the Standing
Committee of
Parliament.
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Commissioner cancels
the Tender of
Telibandha Divider
work

With hike in security
fees and undeclared
power cuts

Under RGAY in
Kawardha city

Agriculture Production
Commissioner took
meeting of officers of
Raipur and Durg divi-
sions

Satya Devi Sudan

Raipur: Satya Devi
S u d a n ,
R / o
Shankar
N a g a r -
Sector-1,
R a i p u r,
breathed

her last here on
Thursday. She was 90.
The final journey will
leave from her resi-
dence tomorrow at
11:00 am to Devendra
Nagar crematorium.
She was mother of
Rakesh Sudan and
grand-mother of
Girish Sudan.

OBITUARY



Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 10: Five
miscreants have been ar-
rested from the bridge
built on the Goria Bahar
Nala under the Kotwali po-
lice station area of the dis-
trict on charges of threat-
ening the passers-by by
waving swords. This in-
clude  miscreants Alfaz
Ali, Hare Krishna Pandey,
Mohd. Saifuddin, Ritesh
Patwa and Moinuddin
alias Monu and they all
have been arrested by the
police.

Along with this, the po-
lice have also seized a car
bearing No. CG 07 M 6655
and sharp sword. While
registering an offense
under Section 25, 27 of the
Arms Act against the ar-

rested miscreants, all the
accused have been sent to
judicial custody.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
Kotwali police, a video had
gone viral on social media
in the past. In the above
video, some anti-social ele-
ments were trying to in-

timidate the passers-by by
waving a sword on top of
the bridge built on the
Goria Bahar drain with
the intention of spreading
panic.

Meanwhile, a victim
had lodged a complaint
with the Kotwali police
station regarding this mat-

ter. As soon as the com-
plaint was received, the
police started tracing the
accused.

During the investiga-
tion, police arrested 5 ac-
cused Alfaz Ali resident
Itwari Bazar, Hare
Krishna Pandey resident
Hikmipara, Moh.

Saifuddin resident
Danteshwari Ward, Ritesh
Patwa resident Chandni
Chowk and Moinuddin
alias Monu resident Itwari
Bazar and all the accused
confessed their crime dur-
ing interrogation. In the
social media video, it was
seen that the youth were
waving a sword on the on-
coming passers-by and car
drivers.

Soon the video went
viral in the entire area.
After which the police
swung into action and
traced the accused.
Earlier, boys of the same
age had also carried out a
fight with a journalist.
People say about this kind
of act by doing youth with-
out any reason, it is the
main root of drug spread
in the city. These youths
who have fallen in the
hands of these drugs are
becoming uncontrollable.

CRS inspects new line work

Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Nov 10:
A.M. Chowdhary,
Commissioner of Railway
Safety,South Eastern
Circle inspected  the new
line work between
Bichhupali to Jhartarbha
stations  of Khurda Road -
Balangir new line project
of Sambalpur Division on
10.11.2022.

Chowdhary, inspected
safety-related aspects like
overhead equipments,
Bridges, Signal &
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
equipments, Railway
track, etc. and also con-
ducted a speed trial be-
tween Jhartarbha to
Bichhupali stations. After
new line & electrification
of this section in the divi-
sion it will further facili-
tate the smooth running of

trains. Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Vineet Singh, Chief
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Officer(Con), East Coast
Railway, Amar Prakash

Dwivedi and other senior
officials from ECoR
Headquarters &
Sambalpur Division were
also accompanied during
the inspection.

Shortage of laborers problem for farmers 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli: Nov 10: As
paddy procurement sea-
son has started, but the
shortage of laborers has
become a big problem for
the farmers, as many
farms and fields lay va-
cant, due to non availabili-
ty of labourers.

On the other hand, due
to increase in demand, the
wage rate has also in-
creased, and the farmers
have to bear extra cost.
Farmers Shivkumar,
Sadaram, Umesh, Harish
and others who are
presently harvesting
paddy in their respective
fields, told that these days
the rate of wages is run-

ning from Rs 120 to 140.
On the other hand, rates

of thresher and harvester
have also increased and
the hourly rent of thresh-
er is running from Rs 800
to 1000 and that of har-
vester is from Rs 2200 to
2500 per acre.

However the procedure

of threshing and harvest-
ing is at hold as moisture
and water is still accumu-
lated in majority of the
fields, due to which
wheeled harvesters are
not able to harvest paddy
in the fields, while the de-
mand for harvesters has
increased rapidly.

Daily commuters troubled
due to cancellation 

of local trains 
Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Nov 10:
The work of connecting
the third railway line in
the Salva railway section
between Kamathi and
Bhandara under South
East Central Railway is to
be done, due to which
other local trains includ-
ing Express trains have
been canceled, owing to
which daily commuters
on this route are facing a
lot of problem.

According to informa-
tion received from rail-
way sources, the work of
connecting the third rail-
way line at Salva railway
station is to be ensured

from November 06 to 09,
due to which more than a
dozen trains running in
the direction of up and
down will be affected. In
particular, Intercity
Express and Shivnath
Express running between
Korba-Itwari have been
cancelled.

The operation of Tarsa
local train will also be af-
fected, while the local
train running between
Raipur-Itwari will be can-
celed in Gondia. Due to
the cancellation of 20
trains, the problems of
the passengers have in-
creased as many as seven
trains are being canceled
mid-way. Hundreds of

passengers have canceled
tickets by reaching the
ticket counter of
Nandgaon railway station
today due to change of
route of more than half a
dozen trains.

Cong govt has hiked electricity bill 
charging high security fees: Chandravanshi

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 10: The
birth anniversary of Shri
Guru Nanakji was ob-
served with religious fer-
vour and gaiety by the Sikh
brethren.

At one place where the
'Aagaman parv' of 'Guru'
by the Sikh Samaj was ob-
served on Wednesday and
under this MLA Ranjana
Deependra Sahu paid obei-
sance visiting Baba
Choithram's darbar and

Baba Jaganram Darbar in
the morning and took
blessings of Baba
Choithram and brother
Ashok Kumarji. On this oc-
casion the 'Gurus' felicitat-
ed MLA by presenting her
with 'shawl' and 'pakkhar'.
Addressing the gathering
MLA Ranjana Deependra

Sahu said that with teach-
ings of humanity, peace
and equality by Shri Guru
Nanak Devji, he showed
the path of truth, hard
work and sympathy for fel-
low human-beings to all in
the country and entire
world. His life dedicated for
the humanity without any

selfishness has become
source of inspiration to all
the people in this world.
The teachings and guid-
ance by Shri Gurunank
Devji would continue to
guide the humanity to ren-
der selfless services to-
wards fellow human beings
and it is following upon his

teachings that Sindhi com-
munity has established
new records. Senior advo-
cate Parvati Vaghwani said
that Baba Nanakshahji
showed the path of servic-
es through selfless services
to humans and his
thoughts always inspires
one to stay united and have
concern for others. On this
occasion BJYM State work-
ing committee member Jai
Hinduja, BJYM Mandal V-
P Daulat Vadhwani,
Manish Aaswani, Mamta
Sinha, Nilu Rajak, Deepak
Lalwani, and people from
Sikh and Sindhi Samaj
were present in large 
number.

DCC felicitates
Aryan Sonkar,
Ayush Golcha

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Nov 10: Youth of
city Aryan Sonkar and his
friend Ayush Golcha were fe-
licitated for their courage
and bravery by DCC
Dhamtari on saving three
persons from drowning in
Rudri Barrage main canal.
They were felicitated by per-
snting them with shawl and
srifal and garlanding them
by Congmen.

During this DCC District
President Sharad Lohana,
Divya Gajan, Advisory
Board Prsident Mohan
Lalwani, Mayor Vijay
Dewangan, DCC general
secy. Alok Jadhav, BCC
President Ishwar Dewangan,
Aakash Golcha, Nagar
Nigam Alderman Suryarao
Pawar, NSUI District
President Raja Dewangan,
BCC General Secy. Ambar
Chandrakar, Ashutosh
Khare, Nagar Nigam corpo-
rator Suraj Gaharwar, YC
general secy. Geetam Sinha
and others were present.

CSLSA comes to rescue of patient Rajendra

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 10: On the
occasion of Legal Services
Day, as per the instruc-
tions of the Executive
Chairman of CG State
Legal Services
A u t h o r i t y ( C S L S A ) ,
Bilaspur, Justice Gautam
Bhaduri awareness pro-
grams were organized at
Kaushalendra Rao Law
College, Central Jail and
Halfway Home. On this oc-
casion, Member
Secretary,.

Anand Prakash Warial,
Mrs. Kamini Jaiswal,
Under Secretary,
Shashank Shekhar Dubey,
Legal Aid Officer, went to
the Half Way Home to
meet the mentally ill pa-
tients who had become
healthy. After recovering
from mental hospital, such
patients are kept in half
way home and after some

time arrangements
are made to send
them home. On this
occasion fruits were
distributed by the
authority.

Anand Prakash
Wariyal, said that
the Legal Services
Authority has been
working to send all
the mentally ill pa-
tients who have be-
come healthy to their
homes as soon as
possible and will
continue to try. On
the basis of the infor-
mation received from the
Halfway Home, the State
Legal Services Authority
contacts such patients and
their families located out-
side the state and makes
arrangements to send
them home.

In this regard, the State
Legal Services Authority
is conducting the cam-
paign Umeed. So far 56
mental patients have been
sent to their homes, which
included patients from

outside the state as well.
Rajendra, a person who
had recovered during the
inspection today, request-
ed that he has recovered
and he should be sent
home soon. He also said
that he wants to meet his
wife and children and
wants to talk to his broth-
er.

SLSA  Member Secy.
Wariyal, called his broth-
er, and  conversation was
made possible through

mobile. His brother as-
sured that he would soon
bring the patient's wife
and the children to visit
him and also take him
back home if the doctor al-
lows it. It is noteworthy
that after getting healthy
from mental hospital, 60
men and 100 men have
been sent to their respec-
tive homes.

The authority is prepar-
ing the data of about 20000
prisoners confined in the

jails of the state
under campaign
"Haq Hamara Bhi To
Hai@75". Anand
Prakash Wariyal,
Member Secretary,
C.G. addressing at
Central Jail
Bilaspur, gave de-
tailed information
about the ongoing
campaign in "Haq
Hamara Bhi To
Hai/75." he ex-
plained that the
scheme is being run
by NALSA for two
weeks for the prison-

ers.
The advocates, their

families were informed
about the information and
the status of their cases
and also after checking the
data and action being
taken by the District Legal
Services Authority
through Para Legal
Volunteers and Panel
Advocates, they should be
given according to the
guidelines of NALSA
within the time period.

Under the scheme those
prisioners who have un-
dergone 40% or 50% of
their total sentence, in
case of offence punishable
upto 7 years, can be given
benefit under the  scheme
on a condition that in the
future they will not in-
dulge in any other crime
and they will live their
normal life and live happi-
ly with their family mem-
bers. He also informed
that as per the instruc-
tions of NALSA, data of
about 20,000 prisoners is
being collected while con-
ducting campaign in all
the jails of the state.

In today's program, C.G.
Member Secretary, State
Legal Services Authority,
Bilaspur Anand Prakash
Warial, Mrs Kamini
Jaiswal, Under Secretary,
Shashank Shekhar Dubey,
Legal Aid Officer, Central
Jail Superintendent, SS
Tigga, District Legal
Services Authority,
Secretary Rakesh Singh
Sori was present.
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p Gurunanak Dev's
Jayanti celebrated
with fervour

p For paddy harvest

p Recovered from
mentally ill condition

For saving lives of three
from drowning in Rudri
Barrage main canal

Gurunank Devji’s showed path 
of truth and sympathy: Sahu

Chhattisgarh Express, Bhagat-ki-Kothi, Bikaner Express running on changed route 

Between Bichhupali to Jhartarbha

What officer says
Express trains as

well as other trains
have been canceled
for a few days due to
non-interlocking
work being done at
Salva railway sta-
tion. RK Burman,
Station Master,
Nandgaon railway
station.

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Nov 10:
General domestic power
consumers are made to
wander the office of
Electricity department on
getting exorbitant electrici-
ty bills for the month of
October and in protest
against the same the BJP
Kawardha city Mandal
party workers pasted a
poster bearing name 'Loot
Karyalaya' outside the
Electricity department of-
fice here on Wednesday.

BJP City Mandal
President Chandraprakash
Chandravanshi  coming
down heavily against the
electricity department on

charging of security fees
from consumer charged
that the Congress govern-
ment is trying to 'loot' gen-
eral public in the name of
security fees and there is
great deal of resentment
among the general public.

Chandravanshi further
charged that on receiving
high electricity bill with se-
curity fees, the domestic

power consumers are in
state- of-shock and majori-
ty of the consumers are
wandering to office of the
electricity board in the city.

C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Chandravanshi charged
that the Congress govern-
ment has hiked the securi-
ty fees exorbitantly and the
party is going against the
promises made in its elec-

tion manifesto, wherein
they have promised to re-
duce the electricity bill to
half. But here instead of re-
ducing they have hiked it
in terms of security fees
after increasing the power
tariff.

BJYM District President
Piyush Singh charged that
due to lackadaisical an atti-
tude and exploitive tenden-

cy of the state government,
the domestic power con-
sumers in state and city
are forced to pay higher
electricity bills. He
charged that the Bhupesh
government is anti-farmer
and anti-poor and have not
provided any relief to poor,
labourers and farmers for
power consumption and
the people are ready to
teach them a lesson in the
coming days.

On this occasion BJP SC,
ST Cell Mandal President
Bihari Dhurve, BJYM
District Secy. Ajay Thakur,
Urban Secy Tilak Kurre,
Santosh Sinha, Kamlesh
Dwivedi, Durgesh Awasthi,
Deepak Thakur, Sanjay
Chouhan, Panch Ram
Kosale, Prakash Soni,
Neelkamal Dhawalkar and
Top Singh Ghurve were
present.

p BJP city Mandal
party workers 
register stiff protest

p In Goria Bahar 
Nala bridge

5 miscreants arrested for waving sword 
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Campaigning ends in HP,
over to voters now

Shimla, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The Congress and the
BJP on Thursday wound
up their assembly poll
campaigns for Himachal
Pradesh, which saw high
profile leaders descending
on it with promises that
ranged from implementa-
tion of a common civil
code to scooters for col-
lege-going women.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, which is contesting
to return to power in the
Jai Ram Thakur-led state,
scored on bringing in the
big names. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
twice, addressing a series
of rallies the last two on
Wednesday.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, who is
busy leading a Bharat
Jodo Yatra, has skipped
campaigning in the state.
But Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra made up for him to
an extent.

Her last rally was held
in Sirmaur, just hours be-
fore electioneering closed
at 5 pm as mandated by the
Election Commission. For
the BJP, Union Home

Minister Amit Shah and
party president J P Nadda
were among those ad-
dressed public meetings
on the last day of the cam-
paign.

Polling for the 68 assem-
bly constituencies takes
place on Saturday.
Counting of votes is on
December 8.

In the outgoing assem-
bly, the ruling BJP holds 43
states. The state has alter-
nated between the
Congress and the BJP in
every election since 1982
and the opposition party
says it is its “turn” now.

If that happens it would
be a morale booster for the
party that has lost state
after state since the BJP
came to power at the
Centre in 2014.

Apart from this
Himachal “rivaj” (conven-
tion) of booting out the in-
cumbent each time, the op-
position party is counting
on the apparent dissatis-
faction over the BJP gov-
ernment s implementa-
tion of the new pension
scheme.

In its 52-page election
manifesto, the Congress

promised a return to the
old pension scheme (OPS),
which costs the govern-
ment much more.

Taking a leaf out of the
Aam Aadmi Party s book
Arvind Kejriwal s Party
too hopes to make a dent
in the state the Congress
manifesto also offered 300
units of free electricity.
The party has assured a Rs
1,500 per month stipend to
women aged between 18
and 60.

The BJP manifesto re-
leased by party president J
P Nadda promised bring-
ing in a Uniform Civil
Code and 33 per cent reser-
vation for women in gov-
ernment jobs and educa-
tional institutions.

Nadda promised cre-
ation of 8 lakh jobs, in-
cluding the government
ones, bicycles for girl stu-
dents in classes six to 12
and scooters for girls in
colleges.

But more than any-
thing, the party is banking
on Narendra Modi.

“Today, under Modi ji’s
leadership, the Indian
economy is at the fifth po-
sition in the world.

Anganwadi workers’ union calls
for boycott of MCD polls

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

A union of Anganwadi
workers here on
Thursday announced
that it would boycott the
upcoming Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
elections and campaign
against the BJP and the
AAP over the “abrupt”
termination of 884 of
their counterparts.

The 250-ward
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi goes to polls on
December 4 and the re-
sults will be declared on
December 7.

Shivani Kaul, presi-
dent of the Delhi State
Anganwadi Workers and
Helpers Union, said all
22,000 Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers under its
ambit and their family
members would not cast
their votes. The union
will also hold a ‘vote

bandi’ campaign against
the two parties, she said.

“Not only will the
22,000 Anganwadi work-
ers (in the union) not
vote for either of these
two parties but their fam-
ilies and friends will ac-
tively boycott them. We
will also hold campaigns
for a complete ‘vote
bandi’ of these two par-
ties,” Kaul said.

She alleged that politi-
cal parties had always
“used” Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers as “vote
banks” and “tools” in
their campaigns.

“All the parties have
used Anganwadi workers
as a vote bank and a tool
for their campaigns as
they are aware that we
have access to every nook
and corner. We will tar-
get all those parties who
terminated our workers
instead of listening to
their constitutional de-
mands,” she said.

Anita, another
Anganwadi helper, said
the Congress was no ex-
ception as senior party

leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi represented the
Delhi government in a
case against the termi-
nated workers at the high
court.

“We saw the true
colours of all the parties
during our strike. Both
the BJP and the AAP
worked hand-in-glove
against us. And the
Congress is no excep-
tion,” she alleged.

“The Delhi govern-
ment is being represent-
ed by senior Congress
leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi in the high
court.”

Anita added that the
Anganwadi workers
would not allow BJP and
AAP leaders to campaign
in their areas.

The union said the
Delhi government issued
termination notices to
884 Anganwadi workers
and show-cause notices
to another 11,942 for tak-
ing part in a 39-day strike
to press for a hike in min-
imum wage and re-
spectable work hours.

Psychologist Sneha Shah to pen guide to ‘knowing yourself’
New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Psycholo gist -coach
Sneha Shah will explore
different aspects of
human personality using
geometric ‘shapes’ in her
debut book which will be
published next February.

Co-written by Susan
Dellinger, founder of
PsychoGeometrics, “What
Shape Are You?” will be
published by Westland

Books. Shah says the book
is filled with little stories
and each chapter ap-
proaches and explores dif-

ferent aspects of human
personality using geomet-
ric ‘shapes’. “My hope is
that you will be left with a
greater understanding of
yourself and your sur-
roundings. By the time
you reach the end of this
book, you’ll be endowed
with skills to build deeper
connections, have better
conversations, suffer less,
and engage more effective-
ly with others,” she says.

CBI To Delhi HC

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The CBI Thursday assured
the Delhi High Court that all
efforts are being made to as-
certain the whereabouts of
self-styled spiritual preacher
Virender Dev Dixit who is
facing rape cases and has
been absconding for several
years.

The agency said raids have
been carried out at Dixit’s
farm houses and ashrams
and special teams have been
constituted to arrest him. A
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad asked
the CBI to file within four
weeks a fresh status report
giving details of the steps
taken by it to locate Dixit. The
CBI, in its status report filed
on November 7, said various
video clips pertaining to the
accused available on
YouTube are being looked
into to trace the location or
the persons who have up-
loaded them.

“All efforts are being made
to ascertain the whereabouts
of accused Virender Dev
Dixit by deploying various
sources/ informers, by verify-

ing the information received
about his presence, by mount-
ing surveillance at suspected
places and by CDR analysis of
the mobile numbers of his
close associates as well as
sending teams at various lo-
cations including his possible
hideouts and mounting sur-
veillance,” the report said.
The CBI, which said that
there is a possibility that
Dixit might have fled the
country, added that a reward
of Rs 5 lakh has also been an-
nounced for giving any infor-
mation regarding Dixit and
his name has been sent to the
fugitive cell of CBI to trace
his present location. In 2017,
NGO Foundation for Social
Empowerment, represented
by lawyer Sravan Kumar, had
moved the high court alleging
that several minors and
women were allegedly being
illegally confined at the “spir-
itual university” and were
not allowed to meet their par-
ents. The high court had then
asked the CBI to trace the
founder of the ashram Dixit
and directed the agency to
probe the alleged illegal con-
finement of girls and women
in the ashram where it was

claimed they were kept in
“animal-like” conditions be-
hind metal doors in a
“fortress” surrounded by
barbed wire.

During the hearing, the pe-
titioner’s counsel said if the
CBI is able to locate the
source of videos which have
been uploaded on YouTube,
they may be of some help.

The bench asked the CBI to
find out the URLs from where
the videos have been up-
loaded. The high court had
earlier sought assistance
from retired IPS officer Kiran
Bedi on the matter concern-
ing the welfare of women liv-
ing in the ashram founded by
Dixit in Rohini here. The
court had earlier constituted
a committee under her super-
vision to monitor the func-
tioning of the ashram —
Adhyatmik Vidhyalaya,
Rohini. It had also set up a
committee, comprising
lawyers and Delhi
Commission for Women chief
Swati Maliwal, to inspect the
premises of the institute.

The committee, compris-
ing lawyers Ajay Verma and
Nandita Rao, had then given
a report detailing the “horri-

ble” living conditions of the
over 100 girls and women who
were housed in “animal-like
conditions with no privacy
even for bathing.”

Earlier this year, the court
had asked the ashram to
show cause as to why it
should not be taken over by
the Delhi government and
said it was difficult to accept
that the inmates were living
there of their free will. It had
also said that while it cannot
force the women living in the
ashram under “shocking”
conditions to live with their
parents, no institution has
the licence to conduct its af-
fairs in a manner that vio-
lates fundamental rights of
the inmates. In April, it had
constituted a committee
under the supervision of the
retired IPS officer to monitor
the welfare and protection of
rights of women living there
while stating that the institu-
tion shall be free to pursue its
religious and spiritual prac-
tices and the committee shall
ensure that no woman inmate
or child, if any, in the ashram
is subjected to a treatment
which is in breach of their
fundamental or legal rights.

‘India on way to reclaim past glory’
New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

India is on the rise as
never before and is on the
way to “reclaim the glory”
it had enjoyed ages ago,
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar said here on
Thursday.

Addressing a gathering
at the opening ceremony
of a three-day conference
on ‘Infrastructure,
Information and
Innovation for Building
New Bharat’, he said that
after 34 years a “revolu-
tionary step” has been
taken by introduction of
the National Education
Policy 2020, and added this
policy will be a “game-
changer”.

The conference has been
organised as part of the
centenary celebrations of
the Delhi University.

“I congratulate the
Delhi University for com-
pleting 100 years. It is a
milestone in the journey
of any organisation,” he
said.

The vice president said
India is “on the rise as
never before” and the rise
of the country is “unstop-
pable”.

“We have now more uni-
corns than in China. Our
youngsters are doing mir-
acles. All of this has taken
place because there has
been a transformation in
policy ecosystem. All ef-

forts are being made to en-
sure that everyone should
be able to exploit his or her
talent to the optimum
level,” Dhankhar said.

And, this means, “we
are on the way to reclaim
the glory” India enjoyed
ages ago, he asserted.

Today it a matter of
pride to be an Indian.
“Anywhere you go, honour
of Indian and Indianness
is different,” he said.

“Our leadership, diplo-
mats and our functionar-
ies, they talk only one lan-
guage, and that is the lan-
guage which is in the in-
terest of the country. The
voice of Indian Prime
Minister is heard in world
fora more than ever be-
fore. All this has come
about...because India has a
great demographic divi-
dend. The future belongs
to the youngsters and they
have to shape the destiny
of this country. It is their

directions, their attitude
that will define the course
of history,” he said.

He also hailed various
initiatives of the govern-
ment and mentioned the
COVID-19 vaccination
drive.

Dhankhar said it also
troubled him as to why
some people “could not di-
gest the growth story of
India, that Bharat is on the
rise”.

He cited how India
fought against the COVID-
19 pandemic when cities
like New York and
London, and Europe was
overburdened with pa-
tients.

The vice president said
time has come when the
youth of the country, espe-
cially students, become
“authentic opinion mak-
ers”.

On the National
Education Policy, he said,
“First time this policy has
lent a new dimension to
our thinking.”

Addressing the event,
DU Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh said, “DU
has completed 100 years of
successful and accom-
plished journey, and India
completed 75 years since
Independence. From three
colleges which were estab-
lished before the setting
up of DU (in 1922), now it
has 90 colleges.”

Also, the number of

girls in the university has
significantly grown over
the decades, he said.

In 1931, there were only
82 girls in the university;
340 in 1941; 1,737 in 1951,
and 3,24,067 in 2021. And,
today, more than 50 per
cent of its students are
girls, which is a “matter of
pride,” the VC said.

This year, admissions
were held through
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET), in-
stead of Plus-2 marks.
Many were sceptical, num-
ber of girls may get re-
duced. But, this time, the
number of girls admitted
has been more than 50 per
cent, he said.

The organisers said dur-
ing the three-day interna-
tional conference, 500 dele-
gates from across the
country will take part.
And, 150 research papers
have been received.

Besides, thematic ses-
sions will be held on
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
National Education Policy
of India 2020, building
‘New Bharat’, libraries as
temples of knowledge.

Former Union minister
Vijay Goel said under the
leadership of Prime
Minster Narendra Modi,
cultural and religious sites
such as Kashi Vishwanath
Dham, Kedarnarth Dham
and Mahakal Lok have
been revived.

POLL PREPARATION

Polling officials wait to collect election materials at a distribution centre ahead of Himachal Pradesh Assembly

elections, in Palampur, Thursday.

SPLENDID DANCE PERFORMANCE

Bollywood actress and BJP MP Hema Malini dressed as Goddess Radha performs
during ‘Braj Kartik Raas Mahostav’ at Jawahar Bagh, in Mathura on Wednesday night.

BRIEF

Blow 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The ruling Left front
in Kerala suffered a
blow on Thursday as
the Congress-led UDF
won the byelections in
15 of the 29 local wards
in 11 districts of the
State and even wrested
some seats from the
CPI(M) and BJP.
Leader of Opposition
in the State Assembly
V D Satheesan, on a so-
cial media platform,
said it was a resound-
ing victory for the
UDF and also the pub-
lic response to the al-
leged arrogance of
LDF.

Seized 
 Chandigarh: Gold

worth Rs 8.44 lakh was
seized from a passen-
ger who arrived at
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
International Airport
here from Dubai, the
Customs department
said on Thursday.
Customs officials in-
tercepted the passen-
ger when he was try-
ing to cross the ‘green
channel’, it said in a
statement. A search of
his two trolley bags led
to the recovery of 160.5
grams of gold.

Reunited 
 New Delhi: A 13-year-

old girl who was al-
legedly kidnapped was
reunited with her fam-
ily in south Delhi after
over two months, po-
lice said on Thursday.
Jitender Kumar (19)
has been arrested in
connection with the al-
leged kidnapping, the
police said.

Shot dead 
 Shillong: Two heavily

armed kidnappers were
shot dead on Thursday
in West Garo Hills dis-
trict of Meghalaya and
their two victims were
rescued, police said.
The incident took place
in the early hours at
Dibru Hill Reserve
Forest. The kidnappers
were chased by the po-
lice and killed in retal-
iatory firing, it added.

Electrification 
 New Delhi: The rail-

ways has achieved
1,223 route km of
electrification in the
2022-23 financial year
till October 2022, as
compared to 895
RKMs during the cor-
responding period of
FY 2021-22, the min-
istry said in a state-
ment on Thursday.
This is 36.64 per cent
more than the previ-
ous year figures of
the corresponding 
period.

Rejected
 Port Blair: A local

court on Thursday re-
jected the anticipato-
ry bail application of
former Andaman
and Nicobar chief
secretary Jitendra
Narain in a gang rape
case. Soon after the
verdict, a team of po-
licemen reached a
private resort where
Narain is staying and
took him to the Police
Line amid heavy 
security.

108 feet statue of
N a d a p r a b h u
Kempegowda at
K e m p e g o w d a
International Airport in
Bengaluru, Thursday.

Jagdeep Dhankhar

‘Making efforts to trace self-styled preacher Dixit’

To run ‘vote bandi’
campaign against
AAP, BJP
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Kabul, Nov 10 (AP):

The Taliban is banning women
from using gyms in Afghanistan,
an official said on Thursday, the
religious group’s latest edict
cracking down on women’s rights
and freedoms since they took
power more than a year ago. The
Taliban overran the country last
year, seizing power in August 2021.

They have banned girls from mid-
dle school and high school, despite
initial promises to the country,
restricted women from most
fields of employment, and or-
dered them to wear head-to-toe
clothing in public. A spokesman
from the Ministry of Virtue and
Vice said the ban was being in-
troduced because people were
ignoring gender segregation or-

ders and that women were not
wearing the required hijab, or

head covering. Women are also
banned from parks.

Taliban official: Women banned from Afghanistan’s gyms
Washington, Nov 10 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said he is looking for
competition and not con-
flict with China.

Biden is likely to meet
his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of
the G-20 Summit in Bali,
Indonesia, later this month.
During the meeting, Biden
told reporters here on
Wednesday, the two leaders

are expected to talk to each
other about their national
interests and the “red line”.

“I’ve met with him many

times. And I’ve told him I’m
looking for competition,
not conflict. So, what I want
to do with him when we
talk is lay out what kind of
each of our red lines are,
understand what he be-
lieves to be in the critical
national interests of China,
what I know to be the criti-
cal interests of the United
States and to determine
whether or not they con-
flict with one another,” he
said in response to a ques-
tion. “And if they do, how
do we resolve it and how to

work it out. The Taiwan
doctrine has not changed at
all from the very begin-
ning, the very beginning.
So, I’m sure we’ll discuss a
number of other issues, in-
cluding fair trade and rela-
tionships relating to his re-
lationship with other coun-
tries in the region,” the US
President said. In response
to another question, Biden
said he does not think
there is a lot of respect
that China has for Russia
or for its President
Vladimir Putin.

Looking for competition, not conflict with China: Biden

Islamabad, Nov 10 (PTI):

Imran Khan has said
that his relations with
Pakistan’s Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa nosedived after dif-
ferences arose over the
appointment of the
Punjab province chief
minister, according to a
media report on
Thursday.

The 70-year-old former
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian, who is recovering
from injuries sustained
during an assassination
bid last week, has an-
nounced resumption of
the long march on
Tuesday but later his
party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
changed the decision and
rescheduled it for
Thursday.

“I always imagined
that, because the Army is
so powerful and organ-
ised, when I would try to
bring rule of law in the
country, they would play
an important part,” Khan
said in an interview to
the Dawn newspaper.

When asked when it all
began to go wrong be-
tween him and Pakistan’s
powerful Army, Khan
said his government’s
failure to convict those
whom he alleged of cor-

ruption was the first sign.
The second, he said, was
the choice of Punjab
chief minister.

“The army chief want-
ed me to have Aleem
Khan [as CM Punjab] and
I wouldn’t. Because not
only were there National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) cases against him,
he had occupied and sold
land worth millions be-
longing to the govern-
ment,” the PTI chief said.

When asked why he in-
cluded Khan in his party
if he suspected wrongdo-
ing, Khan said, “We al-
ways thought they were
just allegations. And he
defended himself. But
when I asked the vice-
chairman of the Lahore
Development Authority
[about Aleem], he showed
me on a map how he had

occupied government
land. This was around
the end of my second
year, and the beginning of
the third year of my gov-
ernment.” Khan was un-
equivocal that until the
time Gen Bajwa asked
him to make Khan the
Punjab chief minister,
things were fine.

“They were organised,
you could get their help,
we were on the same page
regarding foreign policy.
It was just the last six
months, the issue of
them making deals with
these crooks when they
should be behind bars.”

To emphasise his point
about the military’s influ-
ence over accountability
cases, he said: “The army
was going after these peo-
ple before I came to
power. 95 per cent of

these cases preceded my
government. The Nawaz
Sharif case, the Avenfield
case he would not have
got convicted had the
army not provided the
two brigadiers in the JITs
that was before me.”

Khan quelled allega-
tions that the 2018 elec-
tions were rigged, insist-
ing that he came to power
because of his popularity
and not because he was
the “military’s darling.”
“The army did not back
me in the 2018 election. I
believe we won freely and
fairly,” he added. Gen
Bajwa, 61, is expected to
retire on November 29
after getting a three-year
extension when Khan
was the prime minister.
Khan has been at the log-
gerheads with the Army
for a few months after his
ouster as the prime min-
ister in April.

Khan, who was injured
in an assassination bid
on Thursday, alleged that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah and
Major General Faisal
Naseer were part of a sin-
ister plot to assassinate
him in the same way for-
mer Punjab governor
Salman Taseer was killed
in 2011 by a religious ex-
tremist.

Ties with Gen Bajwa strained after differences arose over
appointment of Punjab province chief minister: Imran 

Male, Nov 10 (PTI):

Eight Indians were
among 10 people who died
early Thursday when a
major fire broke out in the
garage below a cramped
living quarters that
housed foreign workers
here in the Maldivian capi-
tal, an Indian High
Commission official said.

The fire broke out in the
M. Nirufehi area near the
Maaveyo Mosque around
12:30 am.

“Ten people were con-
firmed dead, of which
eight were Indian nation-
als. We are yet to ascertain
the nationalities of the two
other victims,” Ramdhir
Singh, Welfare Officer,
working in the Indian
High Commission here
told PTI.

In a tweet, the Indian
High Commission said
Maldivian authorities
have confirmed the loss of
10 lives in the unfortunate
incident. The process of
identification of the de-
ceased is ongoing.

“We are deeply saddened
by the tragic fire incident
in Male which has caused
loss of lives,” it said,
adding that the mission is

in close contact with the
local authorities.

It said that the High
Commission is reaching
out to the families of the
affected Indian nationals.

“For any assistance, HCI
can be reached on the fol-
lowing numbers:
+9607361452 ; +9607790701,”
the mission added.

Maldivian Foreign
Minister Abdulla Shahid
said he was “deeply sad-
dened” by the tragic news
of fire in Male that has
taken the lives of 10 expa-
triate workers and affected
several families.

“Our thoughts and
prayers are with families
of the deceased and affect-
ed. A full investigation is
underway,” he added.

The garage is located on

the ground floor of the
building, while the first-
floor housed migrant
workers. The living quar-
ters had only a single win-
dow, according to news
portal SunOnline interna-
tional.

There were 38 migrant
workers from Bangladesh,
India and Sri Lanka living
in the building, with a gas
cylinder next to each bed,
Maldives National Defence
Force said.

Maldives National
Disaster Authority
(MNDA)’s chief Hisan
Hassan said 28 people were
rescued from the building.

He said 19 of them had
been taken away by their
employers while nine peo-
ple remain under MNDA’s
care - six women and three

men.
Colonel Ibrahim

Rasheed, Commandant,
MNDF Fire and Rescue
Service said the garage
had been the scene of a
previous fire - which re-
sulted from negligence
while working with gas
cutters. He said there were
gas cylinders placed next
to beds inside the migrant
quarters.

“Therefore, (we have
been informed) there were
gas cylinders placed next
to practically each bed,” he
was quoted as saying by
the SunOnline. “There
were a lot of gas cylinders
here. Different types of
gas. The garage was locat-
ed on the ground floor. We
therefore found it very
challenging to fight the
fire.” The fire was doused
at 04:34 am, he said.
Ibrahim said the dead bod-
ies recovered from the
scene were severely burnt,
making it difficult to iden-
tify them or even deter-
mine their sex. Foreign
workers constitute about
half of Male’s 250,000-
strong population, who are
mostly from Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka.

8 Indians among 10 killed
in Maldives garage fire Chronicle
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Highly appreciable
move by center

The Central government
made it mandatory for all tele-
vision channels across the
country has to comply it’s gen-
eral advisory from time to
time for telecasting of content
in national interest and air pro-
grammes on themes of nation-
al importance and of social rel-
evance for at least 30 minutes
every day,as per new guide-
lines, keeping in mind that the
airwave like television is a
public property and needs to
be used in the best interest of
the society. This move by cen-
tral government is highly ap-
preciable. Television channels
has to board cast according to
guidelines on the topics of na-
tional significance and social
relevance particularly in eight
areas which include education
and the promotion of literacy,
agriculture and rural develop-
ment, health and family wel-
fare, science and technology,
welfare of women, welfare of
the weaker segments of socie-
ty, and protection of the envi-
ronment. However centre
might have incorporated areas
like consumer awareness, wel-
fare of Transgender, empow-
erment of person with disabili-
ties also. Further it's good that
the new guidelines have ex-
empted categories like sports
channels were it is not feasible
to obey the guidelines related
to obligation of public service
broadcasting. 

iijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Modify policy
Since reservation was envis-

aged for a limited period,
there is a dire need for redefin-
ing it in accordance with the
current social realities.
Allowing reservation on the
basis of caste, creed and com-
munity to perpetuate is not
justifiable. We need to address
the problems of those people
under the reserved category
whose plight has remained the
same. Requisite modifications
in reservation policy can also
go a long way in overcoming
the problem of brain drain, as
brilliant youths from the gen-
eral category will get jobs on
merit.

VViimmaall  SSeetthhii,,  KKaappuurrtthhaallaa

EWS quota
The Supreme Court’s judg-

ment on the constitutional va-
lidity of the103rd Amendment,
excluding SCs/STs/OBCs from
the EWS category, may be ju-
ristically correct, but for a
layperson, it is discriminatory
to the excluded sections. The
financially better-off in these
castes enjoy the benefits of
reservation, but others remain
where they were decades ago.
I remember when an average
General Category candidate
was selected over a brilliant
SC candidate, who happened
to be the son of a poor farmer,
for the post of a lecturer in DU.
The argument given was that
he could avail of his quota
seat. This logic makes social
mobility impossible for these
communities, and for all prac-
tical purposes, ‘reserves’ 50
per cent seats for ‘forward’
castes!

KKuussuumm  CChhaaddddaa,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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President Droupadi Murmu eats 'Mahaprasad' during her visit to the Jagannath Temple, in Puri, Thursday, Nov. 10.

PRESIDENT MURMU AT JAGANNATH TEMPLE

A lmost four years after the enactment of the
Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, which provides

for 10 per cent quota for Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) in admissions and government jobs within the general
category, the Supreme Court has upheld the validity of this
legislation. In a 3:2 verdict, the apex court has observed that
the Act does not violate essential features of the Constitution.
The judgment is expected to benefit millions of EWS families
whose gross annual income is below Rs 8 lakh. The split ver-
dict, however, has laid bare lack of unanimity among the
Bench’s judges on the contentious issue. Justice S Ravindra
Bhathas observed:  ‘Reservation on economic criterion is per
se not violative. (but) by excluding the poor among
SC/ST/OBC from economically backward classes, the amend-
ment practices constitutionally prohibited forms of discrimi-
nation. The exclusion neglects this principle and strikes at the
heart of the equality code.’ Outgoing CJI UU Lalit has con-
curred with Justice Bhat’s view ‘in its entirety’. Though Justice
Pardiwala   has   upheld   the   EWS amendment,   he   has
made   it   clear   that ‘reservation is not an end, it is a means; it
should not be allowed to become a vested interest.' The basic
purpose of reservation is to reduce inequality and help out dis-
advantaged groups. The EWS quota also has a key role to play
in pulling people out of  poverty, even as there will undoubted-
ly be fewer opportunities now for general-category candi-
dates who don’t belong to EWS. The onus is on the lawmakers
to extend the economic criterion to reservation in SC/ST/OBC
categories. It’s lamentable that families which are no longer
economically backward continue to enjoy the fruits of reserva-
tion, generation after generation. It is imperative to review
quotas from time to time to assess whether they are actually
benefiting the needy or not. Uplifting the underprivileged calls
for amulti-pronged strategy, this should include both short-
term and long-term welfare schemes. Parties that claim the
legacy of social justice movements such as the DMK and Dalit
groups have   raised   the   apprehension   that   the introduc-
tion of a 10% EWS quota could impinge on the opportunities
available for Dalits and OBCs, suggesting that the move is po-
litically fraught with the potential to polarise on caste lines.
Both the BJP and the Congress sought to take credit. The BJP
saw in the verdict a victory for  Prime  Minister  Narendra
Modi  in  his "mission"  to  provide  social  justice  to  the coun-
try's   poor.   The   Congress   said   the amendment providing
for it was the result of a process initiated by the Manmohan
Singh government. Senior Trinamool Congress leader and MP
Saugata Roy hailed the top court's verdict as "historic".

T he assassination attempt
on Imran Khan last week

enhanced instability in the
country. Imran had been stating,
since the beginning of his cur-
rent agitation, that he was ex-
pecting an attempt on his life.
This announcement was not
based on intelligence but reality.
In Pakistan, anyone threatening
status quo will be removed from
the scene, Imran being no excep-
tion. Reporters who are privy to
the army’s secrets, activists who
accuse the army or politicians
who can threaten their power
have been killed. Benazir
Bhutto, Fatima Jinnah, Karima
Baloch and Arshad Sharif are
few examples. Even those
abroad are not safe. Never has
any investigation into their
deaths been successfully com-
pleted nor anyone held account-
able.

A warning was given to
Imran by the DG ISI, General
Nadeem Anjum, when he ad-
dressed a press conference, but
Imran refused to bite. On the
contrary, Imran rebuked
Nadeem, believing he was un-
touchable. Imran had also
threatened to reveal secrets
which could embarrass the
army, considering this as an in-
surance. He had to be handled.
The issue was who would be
tasked to take out Imran. The
army would never be directly in-
volved. It would be too much of
a risk. Religious groups such as
the TLP (Tehreek-e-Labbaik)

which were supported and ex-
ploited by the deep state were an
ideal choice. It is always easy to
term any killing in Pakistan as a
case of religious extremism.

The fact that Imran survived
with minor injuries took con-
frontation between him and
state institutions to unexpected
levels. Imran immediately ac-
cused the current leadership,
PM Shehbaz Sharif and Interior
Minister, Rana Sanaullah Khan,
alongside Major General Faisal
of the ISI as being behind his at-
tack. The lodging of an FIR to
begin investigation is held up
due to the naming of a serving
army official.

With accusations made pub-
lic, Imran has closed all doors
for negotiations. He cannot back
down from his statements as it
would show him in poor light.
Never has any Pakistani politi-
cian threatened, insulted and
challenged the army hierarchy
in a manner Imran has done.
The army, on its part, has denied
all involvement in the incident
and demanded that Imran be
legally prosecuted for tarnish-
ing its image. Imran believed
that since he has the support of
the middle and lower ranks of
the army as also a few generals,
the army would treat him with
kid gloves. However, the unex-
pected happened. Now all gloves
are off.

Imran and his party leaders
have instigated the public and
violent protests have begun.
These will stem after a while.
They cannot be sustained for
long. Imran has been advised
medical rest for about six weeks
and hence cannot continue his
grand march to Islamabad. His
only option is to keep tempera-
tures on the boil by ranting and
sticking to his accusations.

This six-week period will give
the establishment and the gov-
ernment time to devise future
strategies. During this phase the
next army chief will be appoint-

ed, something Imran desperate-
ly wanted to stop. The army will
need to plan the permanent
ouster of Imran Khan from poli-
tics. The government had earli-
er banned Imran’s speeches
from national network, thereby
increasing his credibility. By re-
versing it, they are sending the
message that he is no threat.

Imran’s anti-army raving has
impacted Rawalpindi’s control
over Islamabad. It has severely
dented the carefully crafted na-
tional image of the army, which
could in the long term be damag-
ing. If Imran returns in next
elections, he will ensure that the
generals no longer have the
power to interfere in his gover-
nance. This would be unaccept-
able to the coterie of generals.
Imran is hoping that the army
chief imposes martial law fur-
ther impacting the image of
Pakistan globally and of the
army internally. The army is
unlikely to oblige.

Had the assassination suc-
ceeded, there would have been a
few days of violent protests after
which the political scenario
would have returned to normal.
There is no other leader within
the PTI who can carry the mass-
es as Imran has done. It would
have signalled the demise of the
PTI. Imran’s survival would give
credence to his leadership and
claims of conspiracy. The leaked
video of the confession of the at-
tacker has put at rest any con-
spiracy theories involving the
US or India.

China, which has been
Pakistan’s main backer will also
desire stability but without
Imran. For China, assurance
over its investments flow from
Rawalpindi, not Islamabad.
Hence, before further invest-
ments it would need assurance
from GHQ, Rawalpindi. A solu-
tion to satisfy the Chinese will
flow from the next army chief. It
is for this reason that the army
is contemplating an operation

against the TTP (Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan).

Imran winning in almost all
seats in which he recently con-
tested has boosted his confi-
dence. Any elections in the fore-
seeable future would bring
Imran to power, unless massive-
ly rigged. He might gain an
overwhelming majority which
would be difficult to counter. It
would provide him with unbri-
dled power adding to concern of
the generals. Democratic legal
actions to bar him from politics
are being pushed, but slowly.
They are being contested in
courts. It was possibly this that
prompted the deep state to act.

Imran has proved that he re-
mains least concerned about
the impact of the floods, the suf-
fering of the masses, the eco-
nomic slowdown and the global
image of Pakistan. For him, the
only concern is regaining
power. His fake narrative is
being lapped up because the
government has no politician
who can match Imran’s charis-
ma. Imran’s image received a
boost with the assassination at-
tempt. He has emerged from the
attack far stronger and nation-
ally popular.

He is being seen as an individ-
ual who has challenged the
might of the army and sur-
vived. The anti-army protests in
Peshawar and other places, im-
mediately after the assassina-
tion attempt, were release of
pent-up anger against the estab-
lishment. Imran will now
steadily work to channelize this
hatred amongst the populace.
Simultaneously, the establish-
ment will work to derail him.
While the battle for power con-
tinues, Pakistan’s economy will
keep sliding as investor confi-
dence will be impacted by inter-
nal instability. Pak will lose
globally.

The author is Major 
General (Retd)

A team of scientists and sur-
geons has for the first time val-

idated a safe surgical access to the
central core of the human cochlea, a
hollow, spiral-shaped bone found in
the inner ear which plays a key role
in the sense of hearing. An interna-
tional team of researchers from
Guy's and St Thomas's NHS
Foundation Trust in London, and the
universities of Sheffield, Uppsala
(Sweden), Nottingham, and
Western University in Canada, has
proven and confirmed a secure clini-
cal pathway to the cochlea in the
inner ear, which will enable the ap-
plication of a range of regenerative
therapies to restore hearing.

The human cochlea lies in the
base of the skull, encased by the
hardest bone in the human body.
This has hampered the progress of
discovering new treatments for
hearing loss, a release by the
University of Sheffield said on
Wednesday. The study was funded
by Rinri Therapeutics, a biotechnol-
ogy company developing regenera-
tive cell therapies for sensorineural
hearing loss (SNHL). Using a de-
tailed representation of the mi-

croanatomy of the
peripheral auditory
neural structure, sur-
geons have now
been able to reach
the human cochlea
safely with a routine
surgical approach.

Marcelo Rivolta,
Professor of Sensory
Stem Cell Biology at
the University of
Sheffield and
Founder of Rinri
Therapeutics, said,
"Until now this region of the inner
ear has been inaccessible in hu-
mans. This means that the pioneer-
ing advanced therapies to repair the
auditory nerve, which have already
proved successful in animal models,
have been hampered by limited
anatomical knowledge and the lack
of a safe access to Rosenthal's canal
- the compartment that houses the
auditory neurons within the central
core of the cochlea.

"We believe these findings will
have immediate impact on both our
understanding of the microstruc-
ture of the inner ear and the first in-

human trials of new cell, gene and
drug therapies to improve hearing
loss and deafness." Dr Simon
Chandler, CEO of Rinri
Therapeutics, said, "We are de-
lighted to have been able to collab-
orate with teams across the world
to fund this ground-breaking re-
search. "People with severe hear-
ing loss often suffer an enormous
negative impact on their quality of
life, withdrawing from their com-
munities because their disability in-
hibits interactions with others.

"This research now paves the
way for the successful delivery of

our regenerative cell
therapy for hearing
loss, that will bring
significant positive
impacts to health-
care systems and
economies across
the globe." Professor
Dan Jiang, Director
of the Hearing
Implant Centre at
Guy's and St.
Thomas' Hospital,
and Chief
Investigator on the

project, said, "This research pro-
vides intuitive knowledge to ear
surgeons about the targets of the
future cell, gene and drug thera-
pies, and will allow them to reach
those targets safely, as they have
been trained to do." Gerry
O'Donoghue, Professor of Otology
and Neurotology at the University
of Nottingham, and Clinical Advisor
to Rinri Therapeutics, said, "The in-
accessibility of the human cochlea
has hampered the progress of cura-
tive treatments for SNHL to date.

"However, these findings will
enable the safe delivery of regen-

erative therapeutics to their target
structures within the relatively im-
penetrable human cochlea, de-
risking future clinical interventions
and paving the way for clinical tri-
als." Professor Sumit Agrawal,
from Western University in
Canada, said, "We are delighted
that our data was able to con-
tribute to such a vital piece of re-
search, which will enable signifi-
cant advancements in the clinical
trials and treatment of sen-
sorineural hearing loss."

The study, published in the latest
issue of Scientific Reports, was
funded by a grant from Rinri
Therapeutics in collaboration with
the Swedish Hearing Research
Foundation. Scientists at the
University of Nottingham led the in-
vestigation with support from the
universities of Sheffield and
Uppsala in Sweden, who conducted
all the modelling and imaging for
the project. Surgical validation was
led by surgeons at Guy's and St.
Thomas' Hospital in London. The
project relied heavily on scan data
made available by Western
University in Canada.

Human cochlea surgically accessed for the first time
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

11 th November is celebrated as National Education Day
to commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana

Abul Kalam Azad, the first education minister of independent
India, who served from 15 August 1947 until 2 February 1958.
The entire nation honors the contributions made by Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad on this day, which is also known as Rashtriya
Shiksha Diwas. National education day celebrates the improve-
ments of the national education system in the country. Maulana
Abul Kalam was a scholar, activist and leader of the Congress
party. He served as the Education Minister for eleven years. As
a freedom fighter, Azad was the leader of the Khilafat
Movement and helped organise the non-co-operation move-
ment in 1919. Azad was a follower of the Gandhian philosophy.
He also served as the President of the Congress party in 1923
and then from 1940 to 1945. Maulana has authored several
books including India Wins Freedom and Ghubar-e-Khatir.
There are many great men who made their invaluable contribu-
tions to make the country independent. Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad’s name comes in such a great man whose sacrifice always
reminds us of the unique and commendable work that he did
for our society. He was unable to tolerate the word Ghulam with
his name in any way, so he changed his name from Mohiuddin
Haider to Abul Kalam Azad. This self-given name later went on
so that the real name was completely lost. He started the edit-
ing work of a literary magazine ‘Lisanussidak’ in 1902 at the age
of 14. At that time, this magazine had created a great surprise.
Apart from this, Azad did efficient editing of magazines like ‘Un
Nadav’, ‘Vakil’, ‘Darul Sultanate’, etc. The magazine became so
popular that not a single copy of it survived. It contained arti-
cles of national ideology. Ultimately ‘Al Hilal’ and Maulana Azad
himself became the victims of the British. When India became
independent, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was elected the Prime
Minister of the country. Impressed by the intense scholarship of
Maulana Azad, Nehru appointed him the education minister of
the country because the progress of any country depends on
the education there. Azad had a pure philosophy for India’s edu-
cation. He played a significant role in the establishment of vari-
ous educational institutions. Some of these are Indian Institute
of Science and Jamia Milia Islamia. His most significant contri-
bution was the establishment of the first Indian Institute of
Technology in 1951. He was also responsible for creating and
setting up the University Grants Commission in 1953 and em-
phasized setting up the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore.
Over the past few decades, a number of IITs have come up. The
objective of celebrating National Education Day is described as
strengthening India's educational institutions. We need to  raise
the quality of education and also to  evaluate the country's cur-
rent performance in the field. It is also seen as an opportunity
to improve the current situation of education in India.
Education is one of the fundamental human rights given to all
citizens by the constitution of India. Without knowledge and ed-
ucation, society cannot progress, which hampers the nation's
overall progress. Maulana’s heart was deeply pained by the
horrific massacre of 1947. Maulana came after winning both
the general elections of the Lok Sabha and remained the educa-
tion minister of the country. During his tenure, Maulana laid the
foundation of education policy for the progress of the country,
he will always be remembered.  People know him as a warrior
of a pen. He established higher education institutions and also
worked for free education in India. Several leaders have re-
membered the contribution of Azad in building the foundation
of a strong education system in the country. His invaluable con-
tribution towards laying the foundation of a strong education
system in independent India will be remembered forever. Let
this day be a realization to motivate the young generation to
strive for excellence in the field of education for the overall de-
velopment of the country.

Remembering the Great Indian
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

Confrontation to continue in Pakistan

EWS quota survives

HARSHA KAKAR
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Flight service

Mumbai:

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde said the state
government will re-
quest the Centre to
start an air service be-
tween Mumbai and
Birmingham. A state-
ment from the Chief
Minister’s Office
(CMO) said a delega-
tion led by the Mayor
of West Midlands,
Andy Street, visited
the chief minister at
his official residence
‘Varsha’ in Mumbai. It
was decided at the
meeting with the dele-
gation to sign a
Memorandum of
Understanding for in-
vestment and coopera-
tion between the two
states, the statement
said. Shinde urged the
visitors to explore in-
vestment opportuni-
ties in the state from
West Midlands which
has companies like
Jaguar, Cadbury, and
JCB. Mayor Street
asked Shinde to work
on expanding coopera-
tion between the two
states for investment
to boost employment
opportunities.

MCLR raised
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Maharashtra on
Wednesday said it has
increased its marginal
cost of funds based
lending rate (MCLR)
for select tenor loans.
The benchmark one-
year MCLR, used to
price most of con-
sumer loans such as
auto, personal and
home, has been re-
vised upwards to 7.90
per cent from 7.80 per
cent, the lender said
in a regulatory filing.
The revised MCLR
has come to effect
from November 7,
2022. The one-month
MCLR has been raised
by 5 basis points to
7.50 per cent. Rates for
other tenor loans like
overnight, three and
six months have been
kept unchanged. Bank
of Maharashtra stock
traded at Rs 24.25
apiece on BSE, up by
4.08 per cent.

Fertilizer plant 

New Delhi: With
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi set to
inaugurate a fertilizer
plant in Telangana’s
Ramagundam, offi-
cials  said his focus
has been on increas-
ing indigenous fer-
tiliser production and
timely supply of fertil-
izers to farmers. Since
2014, they noted, Modi
has taken special ef-
forts to revive fertilis-
er plants lying closed
for many years. The
driving force behind
the revival of the fer-
tilizer plants across
the country is the
PM’s vision to achieve
self-sufficiency in pro-
duction of urea, they
said. Prime Minister
Modi will inaugurate
the fertilizer plant at
Ramagundam in
Telangana on
November 12.

KASHMIR EXPO

Union MoS for Prime Minister’s Office and Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Department of Atomic
Energy and Space, Jitendra Singh with Department of Science & Technology, Secretary S. Chandrashekhar
(left) and Saurabh Bhagat (right) during ‘Kashmir Expo Start-ups for Livelihood’, in Srinagar.

Indore, Nov 10: 

Union coal minister
Pralhad Joshi exuded con-
fidence that the country
would be largely self-suffi-
cient in thermal coal pro-
duction by the financial
year 2024-25. “We will be
largely self-sufficient in
thermal coal production
by 2024-25 and the country
will not face any problem
in the thermal energy sec-
tor,” Joshi said while inter-
acting with the media dur-
ing the investors’ conclave
on ‘opportunities in the
coal sector’. He said that in
the sixth phase, commer-
cial auction is being con-
ducted for 141 coal mines
across the country, includ-
ing 28 blocks of Madhya
Pradesh. According to the
minister, for the first time
in the country’s history,
such a large number of
coal blocks are being auc-
tioned. He said that the

government is expected to
get a revenue of Rs 25,000
crore from this auction,
while two lakh people will
get employment after the
start of production. Joshi
appealed to the investors
to actively participate in
the coal mine auction. “We
have made mine allocation
rules and regulations
more liberal and transpar-
ent for investors to boost
coal production in the
country,” he said. Asked

about the alleged “artifi-
cial crisis” of coal short-
age in the country during
summer season when the
government had directed
all thermal power produc-
ers to import coal to fulfil
their fuel requirement, the
minister said: “We had
taken precautionary meas-
ures in view of sudden in-
crease in demand for coal
amid waterlogging in coal
mines and rain-related
transportation con-
straints. “We had said that
all necessary arrange-
ments should be made for
adequate availability of
coal in the country and
some part of it should be
imported.” The minister
added that these instruc-
tions were only for one-
and-a-half months and
later withdrawn when the
government was con-
vinced of meeting the coal
demand from domestic re-
serves.

India to be self-sufficient
in thermal coal production

by FY25: Coal minister

New Delhi, Nov 10: 

Brick makers, which
are on a strike for nearly
four months, have urged
the government to bring
down the GST rate on
bricks from 6 per cent to
the earlier level of 1 per
cent.

The new GST rate is ef-
fective April 1, 2022,
Omvir Singh Bhati,
General Secretary of the
All India Brick and Tile
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Federation (AIBTMF) told
PTI on the sidelines of an
event here. Earlier, GST of
1 per cent was levied on
brick manufacturers
under the composition
scheme.

“We are facing a tough
time.Our kilns all over the
country are shut at the
moment as we are finding
it difficult to do business
in absence of demand and

high input cost. We de-
mand the government to
reduce back the GST,” he
said. Kiln owners are on a
nationwide strike for the
past three to four months,
he said, citing reasons for
shutdown of the units.
There was 1 per cent GST

on businesses with
turnover of up to Rs 1.5
crore. Most of the
AIBTMF members have
turnover in this range.
However, the government
has increased the GST to 6
per cent for the bricks in-
dustry only and it remains

the same for others, Bhati
said explaining the issue.

The decision to hike
GST rate was taken in a
GST Council meeting last
year, he said adding coal,
which is one of the raw
materials for bricks also
attracts a higher GST of
12 per cent as compared to
5 per cent earlier.

It is a labour-intensive
industry and the govern-
ment must rethink its de-
cision of increasing the
GST. There are about over
1.5 lakh brick kilns in
India.

Around 3 crore workers
are away from work due to
shutdown, Bhati noted.
“We have already given
representations to min-
istries of Finance, Labour,
Coal etc to analyse our
concern and take a deci-
sion accordingly,”
AIBTMF Vice President
Atul Kumar Singh said.

Brick makers urge govt to ‘reduce back GST to 1 pc

London, Nov 10:

The tourism sector was
hugely impacted due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
but it has “bounced back”
from various adversities
and crises with “great re-
silience,” a senior official
of the Indian government
has said. Additional
Secretary in the Ministry
of Tourism, Rakesh
Verma, part of the Indian
delegation that is taking
part in the three-day
World Travel Market
(WTM) in London, also
said the delegation is
showcasing varied
tourism offerings of India
to the global tourism in-
dustry stakeholders such
as tour operators, travel

agents and media, among
others. India is also being
promoted as a “safe
tourist destination post-
COVID-19”, at the WTM,
the ministry said in a
statement issued on
Wednesday. During a
press meet here on
Tuesday, Verma said India

is also gearing up for the
G20 Presidency which is
scheduled to start from
December 1. Under its
Presidency, the country is
expected to host over 200
meetings across 55 cities
of the country.

The G20 Presidency will
give India’s tourism sector
an “unparalleled opportu-
nity” to highlight India’s
tourism offerings and
share India’s tourism suc-
cess stories on a global
stage, he said.

“The tourism sector
was hugely impacted due
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, however, tourism is one
sector which has great re-
silience and it has
bounced back from vari-
ous adversities and crises.

Tourism sector was hugely 
hit due to Covid: MoT Official

Bounced back with great resilience

Mumbai, Nov 10: 

Skoda Auto India cele-
brated the last quarter of
2022 with an international
congregationin the pictur-
esque backdrop of the
Himalayas in Dehradun.
The Peak-to-Peak
Driveshowcased the
achievements of the com-
pany and its India-made
products to a large gather-
ing consisting of automo-
tive experts from India and
around the world. Skoda
Auto India also commemo-
rated the full 5-starcrash
safety ratings for the
Kushaq at the recently-
conducted GNCAP crash
tests.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Mr. PetrŠolc, Brand
Director, Skoda Auto  India
said, “Usually, we call the
world to our Mlada
Boleslav headquarters and

showcase our products. It
gives me great pleasure
and pride to invite the
world to India to showcase
our India-developed and
India-made products,
whichhave proven them-
selves on the world stage. It
was an incredible few days
for all of us at ŠKODA
AUTO India,interacting
with experts from India
and the world. Our INDIA
2.0 heroes were in their ele-
ment in the beautiful

foothills of the Himalayas.
2022 has been a remarkable
year for us. With the re-
sponse we have received,
we are confident of carry-
ing forward this momentu-
minto 2023, and beyond.”
The congregation saw auto
enthusiasts from India,
Germany, Slovakia,
Ireland, Belgium, France,
Austria, and the Czech
Republic. Skoda Auto
India also announced the
introduction of the

Anniversary Edition of
the Kushaq, with Model
Year 2023 updates to both
the Kushaq and the Slavia
to follow. The year 2022,
with more than a month to
go, has already seen Skoda
Auto India record its
Biggest Year in India with
the sale of 44,500cars from
January to October this
year. Within this time, the
company also witnessed
record-breaking sales
months, sales quarters and
H1, showcasing the suc-
cess of its India 2.0 project
and the Made-in-India,
Made-for-India MQB-A0-IN
platform.

The Kushaq SUV,
launched in July 2021 and
the Slavia sedan launched
in March 2022 are based on
this platformand have ac-
celerated the company’s
growth and stature in the
Indian market.

Skoda Auto India marks new peaks with India as growth hub

Bangalore, Nov 10: 

Keeping in-line with its
Customer-First philosophy,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today announced its
foray into the CNG seg-
ment, thereby providing
more options in both the
Toyota Glanzaas well as the
Urban Cruiser Hyryder
model line-up, for cus-
tomers to choose from.

The Toyota Glanza,
which was launched earlier
this year, will now be avail-
able with a CNG variant in
the S & G grades, along
with a Manual
Transmission powertrain.

The first of its kind in
the segment, the Urban
Cruiser Hyrydertoo will
now be available with a fac-
tory fitted CNG kit in both

S & G grades. Equipped
with a Manual
Transmission (MT) power-
train in both the grades, the
CNG variant will be in ad-
dition to the Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric as
well as the Neo Drive vari-
ants, which are already
available in the market and
havereceived very encour-
aging response from cus-

tomers. The introduction
of CNG grades in both the
Toyota models will further
enable TKM to enhance its
range of sustainable vehi-
cle technology offerings, as
well as offer more eco-
friendly & economical op-
tions for customers to
choose from. Thus, cater-
ing to a varied range of mo-
bility needs of Indian con-

sumers. Expressing his de-
light at the occasion, Mr.
Atul Sood, Associate Vice
President, Sales, and
Strategic Marketing,
TKM,said, “Being a cus-
tomer centric company,
TKM believes in placing
customer’s interest at the
forefront. Our goal at
Toyota has always been to
serve the markets needs
with a clear focus on cus-
tomers’ aspirations, and by
providing the most viable
products and services to
our customers. With the
same vision in mind, we
are delighted to announce
our foray in the CNG seg-
ment, driving in CNG vari-
ants for two of our much
sought- after offerings, the
Toyota Glanza& the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor announces
its foray into CNG segment

Mumbai, Nov 08:

Mr S M Vaidya,
Chairman, IndianOil, felic-
itated the six inmates from
Yerawada Prison, Pune,
who secured Bronze medal
for India at the recently
c o n c l u d e d
Intercontinental’ Chess for
Freedom’ Online
Championship for
Prisoners, organised by
World Chess Federation
(FIDE). This was the first
time the tournament wit-
nessed the participation of
Indian Prison Teams, who
competed with more than
85 teams from 46 countries.
The participating Indian
teams were groomed and
trained under IndianOil’s
“Parivartan- Prison to
Pride” initiative which is

the brainchild of Mr
Vaidya. Under this out-
reach, IndianOil is facili-
tating training programs
in various sports such as
chess, basketball, bad-
minton, volleyball and car-
rom across prisons in
India to help improve the
physical and mental well-
being of inmates. During
the occasion, Mr Vaidya fe-

licitated Mr Ketan Khaire,
who played an instrumen-
tal role by imparting train-
ing to the jail inmates
under the supervision of
IndianOil. Mr Vaidya also
honoured Mr Shivshankar
Patil, Superintendent of
Yerwada Jail and two
other senior jail officials
for supporting this unique
cause.

Indian Oil felicitates six inmates
from Yerawada Prison 

Who secured Bronze medal for India

Mumbai, Nov 10:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex declined over 410
points to close below the
61,000-mark on Thursday,
tracking weakness in
M&M, Bajaj Finserv and
Reliance Industries amid
widespread selling pres-
sure in global markets. A
depreciating rupee also
put pressure on domestic
equities, traders said. In a
subdued session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex ended
419.85 points or 0.69 per
cent lower at 60,613.70. The
index moved between a
high of 60,848.73 and a low
of 60,425.47. On similar
lines, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 128.80 points or
0.71 per cent to end at
18,028.20. Axis Bank was
the biggest loser in the

Sensex pack, shedding 3.54
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, Titan, M&M,
Bajaj Finance and
IndusInd Bank. In con-
trast, HDFC twins, Bharti
Airtel, Kotak Bank, Dr
Reddy’s and HUL were the
gainers, climbing up to
1.13 per cent. Elsewhere in
Asia, bourses in Shanghai,

Tokyo, Seoul and Hong
Kong closed with signifi-
cant losses.

Stock exchanges in
Europe too were trading in
the negative territory dur-
ing the afternoon session.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude slipped
0.06 per cent to USD 92.59
per barrel.

Sensex falls over 410 pts to slip 
below 61k-level; Nifty retains 18,000 AA ctress Mrunal Thakur

made her Telugu debut
with 'Sita Ramam' and
received unanimous praise
for her work in the film. But,
not everything on the film
set was a smooth sail for the
actress. She had to learn a
new language and emote in
a completely alien territory.
But, what kept her going was
the reward of playing a
"beautifully written charac-
ter" of Sita Mahalakshmi,
who is revealed to be
princess Noor Jahan in the
movie.

Elaborating on the same,
the actress said: "Being part
of an enigmatic story was
the biggest lucrative reason
for me to be part of Sita
Ramam. Despite whatever
small hurdles that I had to
adapt to and learn from, I

was so elated to be part of
this film. Learning a new lan-
guage seemed like a small
hike in exchange for this
beautifully written character
by Hanu sir."

The other reward for her
was to share the screen with
an actor like Dulquer
Salman: "To be with such an
incredible team and working
alongside Dulquer was
rewarding, to see what an
impeccable performer he is.
I knew we were making
something special, and that
elevated with the warm and
tremendous welcome you
got for my Telugu debut."

After its successful the-
atrical run and dropping on
Prime Video, 'Sita Ramam'
will release in Hindi on OTT
platform Disney+ Hotstar on
November 18, 2022.

BB ollywood actress Yami Gautam's upcoming

film 'Lost' will be having its premiere at the

coveted International Film Festival of India (IFFI) for

an Asian Premiere Gala. Helmed by Aniruddha Roy

Chowdhury, 'Lost' is a gripping investigative drama

thriller that depicts a higher quest, a search for lost

values of empathy and integrity. Director Aniruddha

Roy Chowdhury shares, "I feel happy that the film

opened to such a tremendous reception at the dif-

ferent film festivals, and I am honoured for the film's

grand premiere now at a prestigious platform like

IFFI." Inspired by true events, 'Lost' is a story of an

enthusiastic young woman crime reporter in her

relentless search for the truth behind the sudden

disappearance of a young theatre activist. The

intriguing drama boasts a powerful cast - Along with

Yami, the film will feature Pankaj Kapur, Rahul

Khanna, and an ensemble of younger talent, includ-

ing Neil Bhoopalam, Pia Bajpiee, and Tushar Pandey,

in prominent roles. CBO of Zee Studios, Shariq Patel,

said: "'LOST' is certainly a unique film, a story of

humanity under the guise of a thriller. We look for-

ward to its reception at the festival and then its the-

atrical release in India." The story is written by

Shyamal Sengupta and Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury,

the screenplay is written by Shyamal Sengupta and

the dialogues are by Ritesh Shah. Avik

Mukhopadhyay is the Director of Photography. The

music is composed by Shantanu Moitra, and the

lyrics are penned by Swanand Kirkire. 'Lost' is pro-

duced by Zee Studios, Shareen Mantri Kedia, Kishor

Arora, Sam, and Indrani Mukherjee. Shareen Mantri

Kedia, Producer - Namah Pictures, said - "IFFI is

indeed a prestigious platform to showcase 'Lost'. We

have always believed in bringing forth compelling

narratives and post the encouraging reception of the

film at various international festivals."

ACROSS

1. Over

5. Sprint

9. The British ____

14. Flaring star

15. Butter substitute

16. Mink wrap

17. Temporary

19. Long gun

20. Slippery fish

21. Andes native

22. Tooth deposit

23. Entreat

24. Becomes weary

26. Forest growths

29. Atoll material

30. Fourth mo.

33. Metal bolt

34. Singer ____ Clapton

35. Scheme

36. Comprehensive

38. Muscle-building drug

40. The Red Planet

41. Lotion ingredient

43. Rope loop

44. Layer

45. Nature’s bandages

46. Deduce

47. Malicious looks

48. Birthday count

49. All ____!

52. Composed

54. Certain grain

57. Perceive

58. Four-sided figure

60. Corroded

61. Get ____ trouble

62. Bullring cheers

63. Love, in Rome

64. Army meal

65. Sunset direction

DOWN

1. Feed the kitty

2. Ripped

3. Track shape

4. Cooking vessel

5. Accomplishing

6. Baldwin or Guinness

7. Ted Kennedy, e.g.

8. Torrid

9. Tel Aviv’s locale

10. Mixes

11. Storage area

12. Singer ____ Fitzgerald

13. Soothsayer

18. Afternoon snooze

22. Digestive ____

23. Bar drinks

25. Spring blooms
26. Walk heavily
27. Opponent
28. Each
29. Basement
30. Emotionally distant
31. Composure
32. Winona ____ of “Little Women”
35. Apt
37. Fastened shoestrings
39. Mystery
42. Vulgar
45. Unruffled
47. Intense beam
48. Singing voices
49. Between continents
50. Smile radiantly
51. Wise about
53. Deeds
54. Leer
55. Pub potables
56. Experiment
58. Lip
59. At once
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You shouldn’t have any problem getting

your way in most areas of life, Aquarius.

The time is ripe for you to take the lead.

Unfortunately, there may be one important

part of your life that isn’t going exactly to

plan, and this is love and romance. It’s like-

ly that you will run into a tremendously

stubborn attitude that you can’t seem to

break through. It could be your own.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have fun with loved ones, Pisces. Put your wor-

ries aside. Don’t think of the possible negative

consequences of having a good time. Focus on

the fun and excitement of the moment. You

have the ability to create fantastically strong

bonds between you and your romantic partner.

Love is in your favor, so act with confidence.

There is no reason to feel bad or insecure in any

way. Hold your head high.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You’re the secret jewel, Aries. You’re apt to be

extremely loving and devoted to those who

recognize this in you. There is no reason to

shrink back and hide. Put on your royal air and

flaunt your stuff. Your peaceful, charming

nature shines through, and you radiate the

god-like qualities you have within. Whoever

shares your company tonight is extremely

lucky. Make sure this person is worthy of you.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may feel locked in a bind of deep emo-
tion and stubborn attitudes with close
friends or lovers, Taurus. Perhaps it’s hard
for you to say what you really feel. You may
be under the impression that you’re being
tested and judged by everyone else. Try not
to let your ego get in the way of a good
time. Say what you feel without getting
worried about how others will react.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your spirit sparkles, Gemini. You may feel

filled with tremendous energy as you go

about your day. Your sense of adventure is

high, and there’s very little that gets you

down. One area that might be difficult to

deal with right now is love and romance.

You may feel like this is the one domain in

which things aren’t going the way you’d

like them to. Patience is the secret.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel yourself slipping into a deeper

understanding with a close friend or loved one,

Cancer. Romantic situations are heating up, and

you’re slowly letting your inhibitions fade away

so they’re completely absent. You realize the

exuberance and excitement that come when you

come out of hiding and let your playful spirit

charm the world. Put serious subjects aside and

make time to have fun and be more social.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Most of the time it’s good to have strong opin-

ions and be independent and willful, Leo. But

there are other times when this attitude turns

people away you’re hoping to draw closer.

There’s a stubborn yet sensitive attitude in

your world of romance that may be difficult

for you to deal with. Perhaps you’re taking a

more rational approach to things while your

loved one is taking a more emotional one.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Sensual, passionate lovemaking is definitely

on the agenda of activities for tonight, Virgo.

Fun, excitement, romance, and love are all key

themes likely to take precedence if you have

anything to say about it - and you do. Don’t let

someone else dictate your path for you. You

know what you want, so don’t say you don’t

care when you do. Love is coming your way.

Learn how to grab it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may feel like the brakes have been

slammed in the romance department, Libra.

Realize that this doesn’t mean you have to

stop having fun. Laughter and good times

are in store for you today as long as you

don’t get hung up on the slow pace of your

love life. You can have a good time while tak-

ing things one step at a time. Savor each

moment. Don’t try to rush to the next.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The stars indicate that love and romance
are in your favor, Scorpio. You will find
that this area of your life is going well.
Shower your partner with affection. You
honey’s ego needs to be stroked.
However, don’t spoil him or her to the
point that your mate becomes self-cen-
tered and ends up disregarding all of your
wants and needs.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your sensitive, sensual side is being drawn

out, Sagittarius. You may feel like your

romantic side is on display. You’re like a

dancer onstage, and you accept this role with

pleasure! There’s a great combination of

energies at work letting you become more

realistic about love and approach it with dra-

matic flair and courage. Be more expressive

when it comes to your needs and desires.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Come out of your shell and be proud of your sen-

sitive side, Capricorn. Although you may feel

vulnerable when it comes to love and romance,

this doesn’t mean that you have to hide it. You

may think that everyone else has it together in

this department, but don’t be fooled. They’re

just as insecure as you are! Go ahead and let this

side of your personality shine. Admitting your

vulnerability is wonderfully attractive.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Yami Gautam
starrer 'LOST' to
premiere at IFFI

D
irector  Vi v ek Ranjan Agnihotri , whose  'The  Kashmir  Files '
emerged as a surprise hit this year, is ready with yet another

film. This time, the subject of the film is indigenous Covid vaccine
and the challenges that it faced. Vivek revealed the title of the film,

'The Vaccine War' on Thursday on his social media. Talking about
how the film was conceived, he said, "When 'The Kashmir Files'
was postponed during COVID lockdown, I started researching on
it. Then we started researching with the scientists  of ICMR &
NIV who made our own vaccine possible. Their story of struggle

and sacrifice was overwhelming and while researching we un-
derstood how these scientists fought a war waged against India

not just by foreign agencies but even our own people (sic)".
The film in his opinion is India's first science film about a

bio-war, "Yet, we won against superpowers by making the
fastest, cheapest and safest vaccine. I thought this story

must be told so that every Indian can feel proud of their
c o u n t r y. Th i s  w i l l  b e  I n d i a ' s  f i rs t  p u re  s c i e n c e  f i l m

about a bio-war we had no idea about". The film, which
i s  s e t  t o  g o  o n  fl o o rs  t h i s  m o n t h , h a s  a p p a re n t l y

booked August 15, 2023 for the film's global release.
It will be released in 10 plus languages including

H i n d i , E n gl i s h , Te l u g u , Ta m i l , M a l a y a l a m ,
Kannada, Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi,
a n d  B e n g a l i . T h e  f i l m  w i l l  b e  p r o d u c e d  b y

Pallavi Joshi of 'I Am Buddha' productions.
The makers have not announced the cast yet.

Agnihotri is making India's first film
on bio-war, ‘The Vaccine War’

Vivek Ranjan Playing a beautifully written 
character in ‘Sita Ramam’ was biggest

reward for Mrunal Thakur

Sony Entertainment Television’s singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ is all set to bring yet another musical weekend for its view-
ers. Saluting the mothers on Saturday at 8:00 PM in the presence of
the cast of ‘Bhediya’ - Varun Dhawan and Kriti Sanon will be the 'Thank
you Maa' special episode. And on Sunday, bringing alive the essence
of love will be the cast of the evergreen film ‘Aashiqui’ with veteran
actors Rahul Roy, Deepak Tijori and Anu Aggarwal. Not only this but
joining the judges – Himesh Reshammiya and Vishal Dadlani will be
Manoj Muntashir for the ‘Thank You Maa’ special episode and for
‘Celebrating Aashiqui,’ legendary singer Kumar Sanu will grace the
panel! The ‘fashion queen Kavya Limaye from Vadodara will be seen
giving a soulful performance on the song 'Dilbaro'. Post Kavya's mind
blowing performance judge Himesh Reshammiya shares that before
the show ends he will be releasing a song with Kavya and her mother,
and Aditya Narayan is grateful as he feels Himesh Reshammiya always
encourages the new talents from the show. Adding to it Kavya's moth-
er will be seen singing the last tune line of the song 'Dilbaro' for her
daughter Kavya and it will be an emotional moment for everyone in the
show. Adding to it Himesh Reshmmiyan shares, "I feel Kavya's mother
has sung more beautifully than her and undoubtedly was briliant. It
felt like its the replica of Kavya tonal quality. I was surprised to hear
her mother's voice and his father is a star in Gujarat, you are out-
standing. The freshness in the voice was amazing. kavya your dedica-
tion in this song for your mother was so genuine which is not easy."
Not only this but Kavya will be seen sharing a small secret where she
will reveal how her mother is her best friend and Kavya has taken her
mother to the disco once to make her experience that vibe on which
she was appreciated by everyone in the show. To watch this adorable
moment, be sure to tune in this Sunday at 8:00 pm where the top 13
contestants Rishi Singh, Bidipta Chakraborty, Anushka Patra,
Debosmita Roy, Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti Das, Sanchari Sengupta, Chirag
Kotwal, Vineet Singh, Navdeep Wadali, Shivam Singh,  and Rupam
Bharnarhia will sway the viewers by their voice. 
BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinn  ttoo  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  --  SSeeaassoonn  1133,,  tthhiiss  SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy
aatt  88::0000  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn

Kavya’s mother to receive a 

special gift from Judge Himesh 

Kamna Pathak
visits Kashi Nagri 
The immensely popular Jodi from &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Daroga Happu Singh (Yogesh Tripathi), and his "Dabangg
Dulhania" Rajesh (Kamna Pathak) visited Varanasi to enjoy the
local festive fervour of Dev Deepawali, explore several ghats, enjoy
boat rides at the banks of the Ganga river, gorge on finger-licking
street food, and shop at the city’s famous stores. Kamna Pathak
describes her excitement at visiting Kashi Nagri for the first time
and exploring the city during the grand festival of Dev Deepawali.

EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerreevviieeww
HHooww  wwaass  yyoouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee  vviissiittiinngg  VVaarraannaassii  dduurriinngg  DDeevv  DDeeeeppaawwaallii??

I am delighted we got this opportunity to visit the city during the
Dev Deepawali celebrations. The entire Kashi was decorated with
lights, and there was so much excitement among the people. I had
heard so much about the Dev Deepawali celebration and seen sev-
eral videos on social media but never had the opportunity to see it
live. Catching glimpses of it from afar was such a surreal experi-
ence. It was my first visit, and I was mesmerised by the spectacu-
lar views of so many diyas lighting up at the ghats, making for a
breathtaking view. Assi Ghat was a visual delight. In fact, all the
ghats looked spectacular. We had an amazing boat ride. I was in
awe of the place's beauty and the celebration's magnitude. It is one
experience that I will always cherish and remember for a long time.
WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  yyoouurr  vviissiitt  ttoo  VVaarraannaassii  ccuurrrreennttllyy??

Our show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, with its funny potbellied
Happu Singh, his Dabangg Dulhaniya, Rajjo, and their incredible
comic timing and fun banters with Kanpuria quirks and dialect, has
struck a chord with the audience, making it one of their most
favourite shows. So, this year, to give an extra dose of laughter and
witness the city’s festive fervour, we decided to visit Kashi to meet
and interact with our audience.
TTeellll  uuss  mmoorree  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  sshhooww  aanndd  yyoouurr  cchhaarraacctteerr..

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan is a "Gharelu Comedy" that narrates the
escapades of Daroga Happu Singh, his "Dabangg Dulhaniya"
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), an obstinate mother, Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri), and his nine notorious children. My character
Rajesh has a strong personality and confidently expresses her
opinions. She always speaks her mind and does not take things
lying down. No one can mess with her. Her Bundelkhand accent,
nok-jhok with her mother-in-law, and the fact that she is the moth-
er of nine notorious children have the audience in splits.
WWaattcchh  KKaammnnaa  PPaatthhaakk  aass  RRaajjeesshh  iinn  &&TTVV’’ss  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann,,
aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  1100::0000  ppmm!!’’
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Adelaide, Nov 10 (PTI):

A thoroughly profes-
sional England annihilat-
ed an out-of- sync India by
10 wickets to sail into the
World Cup final as Alex
Hales and Jos Buttler’s re-
lentless hitting mortified
Rohit Sharma’s clueless
attack, here on Thursday.

England seemed to have
saved their best for the
grand stage as they re-
duced the semifinal to a
lop-sided affair, courtesy a
splendid bowling effort
which they complement-
ed with some breathtak-
ing stroke-making.

It was Hardik Pandya
(68 off 33 balls), whose
fearless hitting took India
to 168 for six but it was
just about a par-score at
the Adelaide Oval.

England captain Buttler
(80 not out) set the tone
with three boundaries off
Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s
opening over but it was
Hales (86 not out off) who
butchered the Indian at-
tack into submission.

The target was achieved
in just 16 overs as
England batting line-up
clicked for the first time

in the tourney and what a
day it chose to brings its A
game to the fore.

The England opening
duo gave India’s star-stud-
ded line-up a lesson in
how to build a T20 in-
nings: that there is only
one way, the offensive way.

It was one match that
was decided in Powerplay
as India managed only 38
runs in six overs as the ar-
chaic style of safety-first
approach hurt them terri-
bly.

In complete contrast,
England’s top order which
looked shaky throughout
the league stage, smashed
63 in their six overs. The
match was won and lost
then and there.

Hales hit as many as
seven sixes in his 47-ball
knock and his approach
showed that there were no
demons in the track. He
deployed the old-fash-
ioned ‘Sanath Jayasuriya
school’ of hitting in the
first six overs.

When Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma were bat-
ting, they were looking to
hit through the line un-
like Hales and Buttler.

Against lesser opposi-

tion like Bangladesh,
they could make it up
with a total of 168 but it
was never enough for a
side like England which
has reinvented the
grammar of T20 batting.

Bhuvneshwar and
Arshdeep Singh didn’t
get enough swing up
front and team manage-
ment’s fascination to
play Axar Patel (0/30 in
4 overs) and
Ravichandran Ashwin
(0/27 in 2 overs) ahead of
Yuzvendra Chahal back-
fired badly. The success
England spinner Adil
Rashid (1/20 in 4 overs)
on the same track added
insult to the injury.

By the time, Buttler
hit Mohammed Shami
(0/39 in 3 overs) down
the ground for one of
his three sixes, the
Adelaide Oval stands
wore a desolate half-
empty look. And the
over-throws and the
dropped catch by
Suryakumar Yadav typi-
fied a day when every-
thing that could go
wrong went wrong for
India. This Indian team
never had all its bases

covered and paid the
price. But even in this
defeat, the T20 captain-
in-waiting Pandya rev-
elled in the role of a fin-
isher with a sensational
knock that gave India a
chance to fight.

Virat Kohli (50 off 40
balls) occasionally dis-
played his regal array of
strokes but it was the
flamboyant Baroda man
whose unbelievable end-
over pyrotechnics took
India to a fighting total,
which had looked dis-
tinctly impossible after
the first 10 overs.

In the last four overs,
India scored 58 runs,
courtesy four fours and
five astonishing sixes
from Pandya with a
drop-dead gorgeous flick
behind the square off
Chris Jordan (3/43)
being the stand out one.

Brief Scores:
India: 168 for 6 in 20

overs (Hardik Pandya
63, Virat Kohli 50; Chris
Jordan 3/43, Adil
Rashid 1/20).

England: 170 for no
loss in 16 overs (Alex
Hales 86, Jos Buttler 80;
Arshdeep Singh 15/0).

India humiliated, England
cruise into World Cup final

England crush India by 10 wickets

England’s Jos Buttler, left, and Alex Hales celebrate
after the T20 World Cup cricket semifinal between
England and India in Adelaide, Australia, Thursday,
Nov. 10. England defeated India by ten wickets.

Adelaide, Nov 10 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma on Thursday
said that his players
crumbled under pres-
sure in a high-stakes T20
World Cup semifinal
against England. He
blamed their insipid
bowling performance for
the humiliating 10-wick-
et loss.

Defending 169, Indian
bowlers cut a sorry fig-
ure as England openers
Alex Hales and Jos
Buttler made a mockery
of the chase, completing
the task with four overs
to spare.

“Pretty disappointed
how it turned out today.
We batted well at the
back end to get that
score. We were not up to
the mark with the ball. It
was definitely not a wick-
et where a team can
come and chase it down
in 16 overs. With the ball
we couldn’t turn up
today,” Rohit said at the
post-match presentation.

“When it comes to
knockout stages, it’s all
about handling the pres-
sure. Depends on the in-
dividual as well. You
can’t teach anyone to
handle pressure. When
these guys play the play-
offs in the IPL and all
that, those are high-pres-
sure games, and they’re
able to handle it.

“The way we started
with the ball was not
ideal. We were a little
nervy.”

Hales and Buttler did-
n’t put a foot wrong and
the India skipper praised
the English openers for
their flawless knock.

“You got to give credit
to their openers, they
played really well. I
thought it swung a bit in
the first over, but not
from the right areas. We
know the runs are scored
square of the wicket, we
were aware about it.

“When we won the
first game, it showed a lot
of character. The game
against Bangladesh, it
was a tricky one. I
thought we held our
nerve and kept executing
our plans. Couldn’t do
that today.”

England skipper Jos
Buttler lauded the team
for scripting a remark-
able turnaround after
the shocking loss to
Ireland early in the tour-
nament.

“The character we
have shown since then
(England’s loss against
Ireland) - it has been
amazing. We came here
very excited, there was a
very good feeling,” he
said.

“Everyone from 1 to 11
- stood up today. We al-
ways want to start fast
and aggressive.

You can’t teach
anyone to handle
pressure: Rohit

England’s Captain Jos Buttler (R) walks past the
India’s Captain Rohit Sharma after the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 semi-final cricket match
between England and India at The Adelaide Oval on
November 10 in Adelaide.

Johannesburg,Nov 10 (PTI):
India will feature in a

women’s T20I tri-series, in-
volving hosts South Africa
and the West Indies from
January 19 to February 2,
as part of the teams’
preparation for the 2023
T20 World Cup, which will
be hosted in the African
nation.

All the matches of the
tri-series will be held at
the Buffalo Park Cricket
Stadium in East London.

West Indies are the 2016
T20 world champions,
while India finished run-
ners-up in the 2020 edition
of the women’s event.

All the teams will play
two T20I matches against
each other in a battle for a
place in the final, before
they switch their focus to
the World Cup, to be held
from February 10 to 26 in
Cape Town, Paarl and
Gqeberha.

“With the eyes of the
cricketing world set to con-
verge on South Africa for
the 2023 ICC Women’s T20
World Cup, we are pleased

to welcome India and the
West Indies to our shores
as head coach Hilton
Moreeng and the team
complete their readiness
for the global showpiece in
February,” Cricket South
Africa (CSA) Director of
Cricket, Enoch Nkwe said
in a statement.

“These two sides are up
there with the most talent-
ed and entertaining na-
tions in women’s T20
cricket, having featured in
two of the last four finals,
with the West Indies lift-
ing the trophy in 2016.”

CSA chief executive
Pholetsi Moseki added:
“This is a very exciting
time for cricket fans in
South Africa. These seven
T20 matches hosted at
Buffalo Park in East
London will provide an ex-
citing opportunity for the
public to witness the
ladies in action once
again, in their own back-
yard, as an appetizer for
what’s to come a month
later in Cape Town,
Gqeberha and Paarl.

“On behalf of Cricket
South Africa, I would like

to extend my gratitude to
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India and
Cricket West Indies for
their collaboration in or-
ganising the series at a
critical stage of the sea-
son.”

India will face South
Africa in the tri-series
opener on January 19, fol-
lowed by matches against
West Indies (January 23),
South Africa (January 28)
and again the Caribbean
side (January 30). The
final is scheduled for
February 2.

Schedule:
January 19, 2023: India vs

South Africa
January 21, 2023: South
Africa vs West Indies

January 23, 2023: India vs
West Indies

January 25, 2023: South
Africa vs West Indies

January 28, 2023: India vs
South Africa

January 30, 2023: India vs
West Indies

February 2, 2023: Tri-
Series Final.

Indian women’s team to play tri-series in
South Africa ahead of next year’s T20 WC

Johannesburg, Nov 10 (PTI):

Cricket South Africa
will form a panel to “clini-
cally review” their early
ouster from the T20 World
Cup in Australia and the
focus would be on hitting
the reset button ahead of
the ODI showpiece in
India next year, director of
cricket Enoch Nkwe has
said. Living up to their
‘perennial chokers’ tag,
South Africa lost to the
Netherlands in their con-
cluding Super 12 match to
crash out of the T20 World
Cup. “It is important that
we review what has hap-
pened. We are in the
process of putting a panel
together to ensure the re-
view is very clinical,”
Nkwe was quoted as say-
ing by ESPNcricinfo after
the team’s arrival from
Australia.

“But the focus is hitting
the reset button and not
dwelling on the past. It’s
important that we close a
chapter and look at what
lies ahead.” The CSA offi-

cial further said the main
focus going forward would
be to provide the best pos-
sible support to win an
elusive World Cup in the
ODI format next year in
India.

“There will be a clear
strategy going forward.
How do we prepare better
for the upcoming World
Cups. “There’s a lot of
work behind the scenes
and what we are all work-
ing towards is getting our
national teams to reach
No.1 and win World Cups.

We are now at the point
where we can make a dif-
ference and that will be
our focus.

“There’re so many op-
portunities as an organisa-
tion to change it all.
Hopefully next year we
can be in a different posi-
tion celebrating our team
winning a World Cup,” he
added. Always a pre-tour-
nament favourite, the
Proteas have never man-
aged to make the final in
either ODI or T20 format
of the World Cup. In ODI

format, they have lost at
semifinal stages in 1992,
1999, 2007 and 2015. They
were also knocked out
twice in the semifinals of
the T20 World Cup in 2009
and 2014.

Nkwe however stood by
his side and said: “We will
always take full accounta-
bility. When the results are
poor, there will be fingers
pointed at the organisa-
tion in terms of what has
happened in the past and
whether there was enough
support.

CSA to review debacle, hit ‘reset button’
ahead of India ODI World Cup

Sydney, Nov 10 (AP):

Rafael Nadal and world
No 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
were among the top play-
ers who had their pre-
Australian Open tourna-
ment destinations set
when the draw was held
for the new United Cup
mixed teams event on
Thursday. Nadal, who will
team with world No 13
Paula Badosa for Spain, is
headed to Sydney and will
play in Group D with
Australia and Britain.
Swiatek and her No 11-

ranked teammate Hubert
Hurkacz from Poland will
play in Group B in
Brisbane with Switzerland
and a yet-to-be-determined
qualifier. Top-seeded
Greece, led by No 3
Stefanos Tsitsipas and the
sixth-ranked Maria
Sakkari, is headed to the
Western Australian state
capital of Perth where
they’ll play in Group A
with Belgium and another
qualifier. The 18-country
team competition from
December 29 to January 8
will open the 2023 tennis

season ahead of the
Australian Open, which
begins in Melbourne on
January 16. The third-seed-
ed United States team, in-
cluding No 3 Jessica
Pegula, ninth-ranked
Taylor Fritz, No 11
Madison Keys and US
Open semifinalist Frances
Tiafoe, will play in Group
C at Sydney with Germany
and Czech Republic.
Rounding out the groups
are France, Croatia and
Argentina in Group F in
Perth and Italy, Brazil and
Norway in Group E in
Brisbane. Nick Kyrgios,
Ajla Tomljanovic and Alex
de Minaur will be among
the players representing
Australia. The host coun-
try was guaranteed a spot
in the field. Round-robin
matches will be played in
Brisbane, Sydney and
Perth with each city host-
ing two groups of three
countries before the top
four the three group win-
ners and the next-best
placed team play in
Sydney in the finals from
January 6-8.

Nadal in Sydney, Swiatek in
Brisbane before Australian Open

Sydney, Nov 10 (PTI):

New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson has no
plans to give up any for-
mat of the game  despite
losing a chance to lift the
T20 World Cup title for the
second consecutive year.

Williamson’s place in
the T20 squad will come
under review after the
right-hander looked far
from fluent in the ongoing
showpiece, as New
Zealand returned empty-
handed from a fifth succes-
sive white-ball World Cup,
despite making the semifi-
nals in all of them.

“Yeah, I certainly love
playing in all the formats.
There’s a lot of cricket,
and so that needs to be
managed a little bit,” the
32-year-old said after New
Zealand’s seven-wicket
loss to Pakistan in the first
semifinal here on
Wednesday. “It’s a chang-
ing landscape with players
all around the world at the
moment, and we’ve seen it
in our camp, as well. “After
these sorts of events you
sort of sit down and give
yourself a chance to re-
flect and sort of look at
what’s coming up,” he
added.

Williamson wants to continue
in all formats despite yet

another World Cup debacle

Lovlina and 3 others
march into finals of

Asian Boxing C’ships

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  1100  ((PPTTII))::
Olympics bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain was among
four Indian woman boxers to
proceed to the finals while two
others signed off with bronze
medals at the Asian
Championships in Amman,
Jordan. While Lovlina (75kg),
Alfiya Pathan (81+kg),
Minakshi (52kg) and Parveen
(63kg) continued their quest
for gold, Ankushita Boro
(66kg) and Preeti’s (57kg)
campaign ended at the last
four stage. Up against Seong
Suyeon of South Korea in her
semifinal bout, Lovlina, who is
competing in her maiden com-
petition in the 75kg category,
effectively utilised her clever
techniques and strategies to
clinch a 5-0 victory by unani-
mous decision.

SP fields Dimple Yadav
Lucknow, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party on
Thursday announced the
name of party chief
Akhilesh Yadav's wife
Dimple Yadav as its candi-
date for Mainpuri parlia-
mentary seat, which fell
vacant after the death of
Mulayam Singh Yadav.
The bypoll on the seat will
be held on December 5 and
the result will be declared
on December 8.

"The party declares
Dimple Yadav as candi-
date for Mainpuri bypoll,"
Samajwadi Party (SP) said
on its official Twitter han-
dle. Dimple Yadav, 44, had
lost the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2019 to BJP candi-
date Subrat Pathak from
Kannauj.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, BJP said the SP can-
not come out of dynastic
politics and added that
people would vote for the

party this time seeing
good work under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Shivpal Yadav's
Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party-Lohia (PSPL) said a
final decision on this seat
will be taken by the party
leadership. "We have yet to
decide on this seat. The
party leadership will
make a decision in this re-
gard soon," a PSPL
spokesperson said.

In 2019, SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav
won the seat by a margin
of more than 94 thousand
votes over his nearest
rival BJP's Prem Singh
Shakya.

Name of Mulayam's
grandson Tej Pratap
Yadav, former MP from
Mainpuri, was doing the
rounds as the probable SP
candidate from the seat,
but the choice ultimately

fell on Dimple Yadav.
Dimple Yadav's candida-

ture is seen as the SP's ef-
forts to carry forward the
legacy of her father-in-law
on the seat, considered a
stronghold of the party
since 1996. Her selection is
also seen as an attempt to
unite party cadres ahead
of the bypoll.

Akhiklesh's Karhal as-
sembly seat is part of
Mainpuri Lok Sabha con-
stituency and so is
Jaswant Nagar represent-
ed by Shivpal Yadav..

Dimple Yadav was elect-
ed unopposed from the
Kannauj constituency to
the Lok Sabha in 2012
after Akhilesh became the
chief minister and re-
signed from the seat to
enter the Uttar Pradesh
legislative council.

The declaration of
Dimple Yadav's candida-
ture would put a tough
challenge to the BJP

which is yet to announce
its candidate for the seat.

BJP spokesperson
Rakesh Tripathi said,
"What else could you ex-
pect from the SP, which
only gives preference to its
family. The people of
Mainpuri will this time
elect a BJP MP."

SP leader and former
MLC Rajpal Kashyap said
that his party candidate
will win by a record mar-
gin. "People of Mainpuri
have always supported the
SP. After the death of
Netaji, people will once
again support the party
and give us a chance to
serve them," Kashyap said.

According to sources in
parties, Yadavs account
for about 35 per cent of the
total 12.13 lakh voters in
Mainpuri Lok Sabha con-
stituency while the rest in-
clude Shakyas, Thakurs,
Brahmins, Scheduled
Castes and Muslims.
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Railway officials demolish illegally constructed houses during an eviction drive in Nagaon district, Thursday.

EVICTION DRIVE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in a group photograph during the convocation ceremony of National Defence College, in New Delhi, Thursday.

CONVOCATION CEREMONY

For Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll

‘No connection with 
Travancore House sale deal’

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

A group of persons, re-
portedly belonging to a
branch of the erstwhile
Travancore Royal family,
has entered into an
agreement with a
Chennai-based realtor to
sell a prime elite proper-
ty worth a few hundreds
of crores of rupees at
Lutyens' Delhi, currently
in the possession of the
Kerala government.

The Travancore
House, categorised as a
heritage building by the
New Delhi Municipal
Council, is the former
residence of the
Maharaja of Travancore
in the national capital.

The Bengaluru-based
royal family members,

claimed to be current
legal heirs of a senior

Maharani of
Travancore, has signed
the agreement with a
Chennai-based real es-
tate and builders firm to
sell the famous
Travancore House, the
palatial property and
8.195 acres of land in the
heart of the national cap-
ital, at Kasturba Gandhi
Marg, and a property in
Bengaluru for Rs 250
crore.

However, the Kowdiar
Palace in
Thiruvananthapuram
where the head of the
Travancore Royal family
resides said it has no con-
nection with the said
deal and asserted nobody
had the right to sell it.

NSA Doval conferred ‘Scroll of Honour’ 

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval has
been conferred with 'Scroll
of Honour' by the presti-
gious National Defence
College (NDC). Doval re-
ceived the award when he
visited the premier insti-
tute in the national capital
on Wednesday.

He is an alumnus of the
NDC. In his address to
those who were part of the
institute's 62nd course,
Doval also spoke on the
subject 'India@2050:
Potential & Relevance'.

He underscored India's
bright future due to its
growing economy and
powerful human capital.
He also said that India is a provider of geopolitical stability and security.

Shimla, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The presence of several
chief ministerial faces in
Himachal Pradesh is not
the Congress' weakness
but its strength, party
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said on Thursday
as the campaign for assem-
bly elections in the hill
state drew to a close.

The ruling BJP, in con-
trast, is going into elec-
tions banking just on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's face because it is
"aware of the failures of
the chief minister (Jairam
Thakur) and the state gov-
ernment", Kharge, who is
overseeing his first elec-
tions after assuming
charge as Congress presi-
dent last month, said.

"The PM is saying don't
look at the candidate, vote
for me. This attitude belit-
tles the people of
Himachal Pradesh. They

know the prime minister
will not be there in the
state after the voting
ends," the Congress veter-
an told PTI in an inter-
view, referring to Modi's
campaign speeches.

Confident that the
Congress will wrest power
from the BJP because the
people were determined to
bring in change, Kharge
said his party is going into
the elections on November
12 under a collective lead-

ership.
The state has not re-elect-

ed a government since the
1980s. "The BJP has noth-
ing to show in the form of
governance, that is why it
is continuously attacking
the Congress on non issues.
We have several capable
leaders who can be chief
ministers. We see it as our
strength and not weak-
ness," Congress chief said.

Himachal Pradesh
Congress Committee pres-
ident Pratibha Singh, the
wife of six-time chief min-
ister Virbhadra Singh,
Congress Legislature
Party leader Mukesh
Agnihotri and former PCC
president Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu are among
the top contenders to helm
the state if the party is
voted to power. Six-term
MLA Asha Kumari and
party stalwart Kaul Singh
Thakur are also in 
the race.

Candidate list shows ‘generational shift’

New Delhi, Nov 10 (PTI): 

The BJP has heralded a
"generational shift" in its
Gujarat unit with the
party dropping more three
dozen of its sitting MLAs
and several veteran lead-
ers bowing out of the up-
coming electoral contest,
its state unit president C R
Patil said on Thursday.

Patil claimed the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) was
nowhere to be seen on the
ground and, at best, will
corner some votes of other
parties, eventually helping
the BJP. The assembly elec-

tions will see a bipolar con-
test between the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the
Congress, he added. The
BJP released its first list of
160 candidates out of a
total of 182 on Thursday.

Eyeing a consecutive
seventh term in the home
state of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the party
dropped as many as 38 sit-
ting MLAs, some of whom
voluntarily announced
that they will not contest
the assembly elections slat-
ed for December 1 and 5.

"Thirty-eight MLAs
have been replaced.... BJP
usually changes 20 per
cent of its MLAs. In elec-
toral democracy change
is necessary, otherwise it
will lead to stagnation.
We have given tickets to

several youngsters. This
list shows a generational
shift in Gujarat BJP,"
Patil told PTI.

Several senior leaders,
including former chief
minister Vijay Rupani,
former deputy chief min-
ister Nitin Patel, former
ministers Bhupendrasinh

Chudasama, Pradeepsinh
Jadeja and a few others
have withdrawn them-
selves from the electoral
fight.

Asked why these senior
leaders are not contest-
ing, Patil said, "They vol-
untarily decided not to
contest. They all have oc-
cupied top posts, includ-
ing that of chief minister
and deputy chief minis-
ter. So now they want to
work for the organisa-
tion."

Patil said the party has
given tickets to several
youngsters -- Harsh
Sanghavi from Majura,
Kushikbhai Kantibhai
Vekariya from Amreli,
Mahesh Kashwala from
Savarkundla and
Janakbhai Punabhai

Talaviya from Lathi.
On the BJP giving tick-

et to cricketer Ravindra
Jadeja's wife Rivaba
Ravindrasinh Jadeja, he
said, "Rivaba has been ac-
tively working for the
party in that constituency
and all tickets have been
given on the basis of
winnability."

Talking about the
AAP's entry into Gujurat,
Patil said it will merely
cut some votes of other
parties and eventually
help the BJP.

"There is no triangular
contest in Gujarat, the
fight is between BJP and
Congress. AAP is not a
challenge for us. At best, it
will cut votes of other par-
ties and will eventually
benefit BJP," he said.

‘Multiple CM faces our
strength, not weakness’

Bhubaneswar, Nov 10 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday said
his government is aiming
at making Odisha slum-
free by the end of 2023. He
launched a survey using
drones to facilitate a
process to provide land
deeds to slum-dwellers in
five municipal areas across
the state.

The land survey was
taken in Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Berhampur,
Rourkela and Sambalpur
civic body areas under the

state government's Jaga
Mission' programme.
During an event here,
Patnaik declared Hinjili
and Digapahandi towns in
Gajman district as "slum
free" and dedicated 707 Biju

Adarsh Colonies' in 33
urban areas. "All the slums
in the state will be convert-
ed into model colonies and
Odisha will be made slum-
free by December 2023," he
said. Patnaik also stated
that land rights will be
given to 2.5 lakh slum fami-
lies of the state by the next
year. For the land survey
using drones, the authori-
ties of Jaga Misson' also
signed an MoU with Tata
Steel Foundation to identi-
fy slum dwellers and areas
under the jurisdiction of
the five municipal corpora-
tions. Tata Steel
Foundation will provide
technical support for the
purpose, Patnaik said.

‘Aim to making Odisha
slum-free by 2023’

Sabarimala
declared 'liquor

and drug-free zone'
PPaatthhaannaammtthhiittttaa  ((KKeerraallaa)),,  NNoovv  1100
((PPTTII))::  The Kerala government
on Thursday declared the
premises of Lord Ayyappa
Temple at Sabarimala and its
nearby areas as "liquor and
drug-free zone" as the annual
two-month-long Mandalam-
Makaravilakku festival is just
days away. 

The annual festival, which
used to attract millions of
devotees from and outside the
country to the hill shrine, be-
gins on November 17 and con-
cludes on January 15, 2023.
Besides the "Sannidhanam"
(temple complex), Pamba,
Triveni, Marakoottam, Sabari
Peedam and so on, several
areas in Perinadu and
Kollamula villages in Ranni
taluk here were declared as
the liquor and drug-free zones,
official sources here said.

̈ Claims AAP’s
entry will help
party
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By National Defence College

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval being received
by Lieutenant General Manoj Kumar Mago during his visit
to National Defence College, Delhi. 

The Travancore House, former residence of the Maharaja
of Travancore, in New Delhi. A group of persons, reportedly
belonging to a branch of the erstwhile Travancore Royal
family, has entered into an agreement with a Chennai-
based realtor to sell the property that is currently in the
possession of the Kerala government. 


