
Jaipur, Nov 08 (PTI) 

A 29-year-old physical
training instructor in
Rajasthan's Bharatpur
underwent a gender reas-
signment surgery to
marry his student.

Meera, who now identi-
fies as Aarav Kuntal, had
been in a relationship
with Kalpna, whom he
met during one of his
classes, for five years. The
couple finally married on
Sunday with the consent
of their families. Meera's
transformation into

Aarav was accepted by his
family, based in Deeg
town, and now the couple
is excited about their new
journey together.

"I wanted to change my
gender because I found it
difficult to accept my
body. I read a news article
about gender change in
2010. Since then, I started
searching for ways to
change my gender and
made up my mind to get
surgery," Aarav said.

According to a video
available online, Aarav
came to know about the

Delhi doctor who per-
formed his surgery
through YouTube.

"I contacted the doctor
and the treatment started.
The first survey was done
on December 25, 2019. The
final surgery was per-
formed in December
2021," he said.

He said Kalapna was a
student in his school and
a family bond also devel-
oped.

"When I was going for
the surgery, I asked her if
she would like to go with
me and she agreed,"

Aarav said. "I have a
friend in Delhi and he
asked Kalpna about mar-
riage and she accepted,"
he said.

Later, Kalpna told her
family about the relation-
ship and her family in-
stantly accepted the pro-
posal.

Kalpna, a kabaddi play-
er, credited all her
achievements in the sport
to Aarav. It was his sup-
port that allowed her to
play three state-level and
one national-level game,
she said.

Mishap
PPhhaaggwwaarraa:: Two people
were killed while one sus-
tained injuries after their
car hit a road divider here,
said police on Tuesday. The
accident occurred on
Monday night near Mehtan
village and the three were
going from Mohali to
Jalandhar, they said.

Fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
on Tuesday under a fly-
over on the Western
Express Highway at Vile
Parle in Mumbai, an offi-
cial said. Nobody was
injured in the incident.
The Fire Brigade official
said the blaze engulfed
some scrap vehicles
parked under the
Andheri-Vile Parle bridge
near Sahara Hotel a little
before 4 pm.

Arrested 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Tuesday arrested a sus-
pected "hybrid" terrorist
of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in
Pulwama district of Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said. Abid Ahmad Sheikh
was in touch with LeT
commanders and involved
in transportation of arms
and ammunition, he said.
"Police alongwith security
forces have arrested a
hybrid terrorist of pro-
scribed terrorist outfit LeT
in Awantipora and recov-
ered incriminating materi-
al, including ammunition,
from his possession," a
police spokesperson said.
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An artist performs during the
traditional Pushkar Fair, in

Pushkar, Tuesday.

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Wednesday, November 09,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

Sukoon ki neend, machharon ke bin.

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

India's upcoming presi-
dency of the G20 grouping
is a matter of pride and a
great opportunity for the
country in its 75th year of
Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday.

Modi made the remarks
after unveiling the logo,
theme and website of
India's G20 presidency
during an online event.

India will assume the
presidency of the powerful
grouping from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an intergov-
ernmental forum of the
world's major developed
and developing
economies. In his re-
marks, Modi delved into
India's development jour-
ney and said all govern-
ments and people con-

tributed in their own way
in taking India forward
after the Independence.

He also said that India
can show the world that
the scope of conflict can
come to an end when
democracy becomes a cul-
ture. The prime minister
also said that development
and the environment

(Pragati and Prakriti) can
walk together while em-
phasising sustainable de-
velopment. "It is a matter
of pride for all Indians; it
will bring greater glory for
all Indians," Modi said on
India's upcoming presi-
dency of G20.

The logo, theme and
website of India's G20

presidency reflected the
country's "message and
overarching priorities" to
the world. The G20 com-
prises Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK, the
US and the European
Union (EU).

The G20 summit is tak-
ing place on November 15
and 16 in Bali and Modi is
set to be among top leaders
attending it.

The G20 is the premier
forum for international
economic cooperation rep-
resenting around 85 per
cent of the global GDP,
over 75 per cent of the
global trade, and about
two-thirds of the world
population. India is cur-
rently part of the G20
Troika (current, previous
and incoming G20 presi-
dencies) comprising
Indonesia, Italy and India.

Raipur, Nov 08: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday wrote
to the Enforcement
Directorate seeking a
probe alleging a "scam"
into state-run Civil Supply
Corporation and "irregu-
larities" by chit fund firms
which he claimed had
taken place when Raman
Singh-led BJP government
was in power.

Baghel tweeted two let-
ters he has written to the
Director of the federal
anti-money laundering
agency and said if ED does
not take up the investiga-
tion into the two "scams",
the court will be ap-
proached.

Reacting sharply,
Raman Singh asked why
Bhupesh Baghel is afraid

of the "truth", apparently
referring to the ED's ac-
tion currently underway
in the state.

The ED is probing a
money laundering case
linked to the alleged extor-
tion of money from coal
and mining transporters
in Chhattisgarh and ar-
rested four persons includ-
ing a Chhattisgarh-cadre
IAS officer so far.

In the letter seeking a
probe into the Nagrik
Apurti Nigam (NAN) or
civil supply corporation

"scam", Baghel said the
state's Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) had raided
the Nigam's office and its
officials and recovered
cash and unearthed docu-
ments of disproportionate
assets to the tune of
crores.

A case was registered
against 28 people. 16 of
them got a clean chit in
court later, he said.

PM unveils logo, theme website 

Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation ap-
pears set for the first run-
way landing experiment
(RLV-LEX) of Reusable
Launch Vehicle -
Technology Demonstrator
(RLV-TD) from aeronauti-
cal test range in
Karnataka's Chitradurga
district, with its
Chairman S Somanath in-
dicating that weather is
being monitored.

"We are looking at the
climate. Climate is still not
good. So, we are waiting
for the wind and other sys-
tems to become benign.
We will do that,"

Somanath, also Secretary
in the Department of
Space, told PTI here.

According to ISRO offi-
cials, the RLV wing body
will be carried using a hel-
icopter to an altitude of
three to five km and re-
leased at a distance of
about four to five km
ahead of the runway with
a horizontal velocity. After
the release, the RLV will
glide, navigate towards the
runway and land au-
tonomously with a landing
gear in the defence airfield
near Chitradurga.

Sources in the national
space agency headquar-
tered here earlier said new
systems like landing gear,
parachute, hook beam as-
sembly, radar altimeter
and pseudolite have been
developed and qualified.

Dantewada, Nov 08: 

A 27-year-old pharma-
cist drowned after a boat
carrying a team of health
department workers cap-
sized in a river in  Bijapur
district, officials said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place
late Monday evening when
the workers were return-
ing after holding a medical
camp in the remote
Kosalnar village of the dis-
trict located on the other
side of the Indravati river,
Bijapur's district pro-
gramme manager (health
department) Sandip
Tamrakar said.

Health department
teams often have to use
boats to cross rivers and
rivulets in the interior
areas of Bastar division,

comprising seven districts
including Dantewada and
Bijapur, to provide health-
care facilities in remote
villages. Tamrakar, who

was also part of the team
that visited Kosalnar, said
after the camp concluded,
he and a doctor crossed
the river on a boat and re-
turned. Later, another doc-
tor, two women health
workers and a pharmacist
were crossing the river in
another boat when it cap-
sized midway, he said.

The person who was
rowing the boat shouted
and asked its occupants to
hold on to the vessel, the
official said. While three
healthcare workers man-
aged to hold on to the boat
and reached to safety,
pharmacist Pradip
Kaushik got swept away in
the strong river current,
he said. As the area lies on
the border of Dantewada
and Bijapur districts, the
nearby Barsoor police sta-
tion (in Dantewada) was
immediately contacted.

Balodabazar, Nov 08: 

An elephant died of
electrocution in
Balodabazar district after
it came in contact with a
live wire laid by poachers,
one of whom has been ar-
rested, a forest official said
on Tuesday.

The carcass of a male
jumbo, aged around 26
years, was found near
Pakrid village under
Devpur forest range on
Monday, divisional forest
officer (DFO) of
Balodabazar division
Mayank Agrawal told PTI.

A post-mortem conduct-
ed by a team of veterinari-
ans revealed that the ele-
phant died of electrocu-
tion, he said.

As per preliminary in-
vestigations, poachers had
laid the electric wire trap
to kill wild animals and
the pachyderm stepped on
it and got electrocuted, he
said.

A man from Pakrid has
been arrested, while ef-
forts are on to trace other
suspects allegedly in-
volved in the offence, the
official added.

Rocket engine of
startup Agnikul

Cosmos test-fired
Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI) 

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC), the lead centre of Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
for the development of launch vehi-
cles, facilitated the hot testing of a
rocket engine developed by Indian
space startup Agnikul Cosmos.
VSSC successfully conducted the 15
seconds hot test of Agnilet Engine at
its Vertical Test Facility, Thumba
Equatorial Rocket Launching Station
(TERLS), Thiruvananthapuram.

The test was carried out as part of an

MoU signed between ISRO and

Agnikul Cosmos to provide opportuni-

ty for Indian space start-ups to use

facilities of ISRO through IN-SPACe

(Indian National Space Promotion and

Authorisation Centre), a single-win-

dow autonomous government agency

to promote, permit, and oversee pri-

vate sector space-based activities, an

ISRO statement said on Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that demonetisation
was the "biggest destroyer of
livelihoods and small business-
es", as it demanded a white
paper from the Modi govern-
ment on the 2016 move.
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said it has been six
years of "organized loot and
legalized plunder", and claimed
that it "killed aspirations" and
plunged India's growth.
"Tribute to those 150 people
who lost their lives due to
demonetisation disaster. As we
observe six years of this epic
failure, it is important to remind
the PM about the ill-conceived
calamity which he thrust upon

the nation," Kharge said.
"India's growth plunged, crores
of jobs lost, small businesses
destroyed, savings extin-
guished, the poor suffered the
most. PM wanted 50
days...Nation has given him six
years. But, none of the DeMo
claims has been realized.
Instead, people are still suffer-
ing!" the Congress president
said in a series of tweets.
The Modi government claimed
in the Supreme Court that Rs 3
to Rs 4 lakh crore of demone-
tised currency will not return to
the system and that this black
money shall be wiped off,
Kharge said, adding that the
reality was that 99.3 per cent of
demonetised currency was back
in the system.

̈ Of India’s G20 
presidency

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils logo, theme and website of
India’s G20 Presidency, via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

‘ISRO set for 1st runway
landing experiment’

̈ Of reusable 
launch vehicle

Elephant dies of
electrocution

̈ One poacher held

As per preliminary investi-
gations, poachers had laid
the electric wire trap to kill
wild animals and the pachy-
derm stepped on it and got
electrocuted. A man from
Pakrid has been arrested,
while efforts are on to trace
other suspects allegedly
involved in the offence.

About the incident

Boat carrying health workers capsize
̈ One person drowns

The incident took place late
Monday evening when the
workers were returning after
holding a medical camp in
the remote Kosalnar village
of the district located on the
other side of the Indravati
river, Bijapur's district pro-
gramme manager (health
department). Tamrakar, who
was also part of the team
that visited Kosalnar, said
after the camp concluded, he
and a doctor crossed the river
on a boat and returned. Later,
another doctor, two women
health workers and a pharma-
cist were crossing the river in
another boat when it cap-
sized midway.

About the incident

SURPRISING BUT TRUE

Raj teacher undergoes gender
change surgery to marry student

DEMONETISATION ANNIV

Biggest destroyer of
livelihoods: Cong

‘Scam in NAN under
previous BJP Govt’

̈ Baghel for ED probe
within fortnight

In another letter claiming
irregularities by chit fund
companies, Baghel claimed
that between 2009 and
2017, the then BJP govern-
ment had organised employ-
ment fairs of chit fund com-
panies in every district
wherein the then CM Raman
Singh and his cabinet col-
leagues and senior officials
took part as guests. 

Probe irregularities by
chit fund companies

TRADITIONAL PUSHKAR FAIR

People visit the traditional Pushkar Fair, in Pushkar, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, Nov 08:

With the arrest of two
juveniles, police claimed
to have solved the brutal
murder case of a 10-year-
old child - Sameer Sahu in
village Ruda of Anda
Police Station limits. Both
the accused were friends
of the deceased. The ac-
cused had made a proper
plan to kill Sameer and a
couple of days before com-
mitting the crime, had
arranged a sack, rope and
needle to pack the body.
The accused disliked
Sameer as he was a better
kabaddi player and often
abused them. Initially the
accused tried to mislead
the cops by narrating an
imaginary story of
Sameer’s murder by an
elderly couple of the vil-
lage. But during sustained
interrogation, they spilled
the beans and confessed to
have murdered Sameer.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that on October
21, Anda Police Station
had received a complaint
from Khileshwar Prasad
Sahu of village Ruda re-
garding missing of his
100-year-old son Sameer
Sahu alias Santu. Initially
a case was lodged under

section 363 of IPC and
search operations were
launched. Meanwhile, on
October 24, the body of the
kidnapped child Samir
Sahu was found tied with
a rope and stuffed in a
sack at a nursery near vil-
lage Ruda.

Taking this sensational
incident into serious cog-
nizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav visited the scene of
crime and gave instruc-
tions to trace and arrest
the unknown accused.
Under the supervision of
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu,
CSP (Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar (IPS), SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Rathore
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, a special team
led by ACCU I/c Inspector
Santosh. Mishra and
Inspector Ambika Prasad
Dhruv (SHO, Anda)
launched investigations.

The team camped in the
village Ruda and collected

the footage of CCTV cam-
eras installed around the
incident site. The CCTV
footage were minutely ex-
amined and more than 50
mobile numbers were
carefully analyzed. They
quizzed the relatives of
the deceased child, his
classmates and the chil-
dren who played with
him. About 250 people
from nearby villages were
also questioned. The team
discovered that the de-
ceased Sameer was last
seen with his 02 minor
friends of the village. On
suspicion, these minors
were interrogated.
Initially they stated that
after playing, they had left
Sameer on the road and
went to their respective
homes. But the villagers
informed that they had
seen the trio together later
on also. Finding contra-
dictions in the statements,
both the minors were in-

terrogated again. Now the
minors narrated another
story and accused an eld-
erly couple of the village
of killing Sameer for steal-
ing custard apple (Sitafal)
from their tree. The mi-
nors kept misleading the
cops but on factual and
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to have
murdered Sameer.

The accused stated that
they used to play regularly
with Sameer Sahu. He ex-
celled in raiding in the
game of Kabaddi and used
to abuse both of them
very often. For this reason
only, they disliked Sameer
and on October 19, they
plot the conspiracy to kill
Sameer. They arranged
plastic bags, ropes and
sacks from the grocery
stores of the village. When
the other kids had left
after playing on October
21, the accused took Samir
to the nursery at the out-

skirts of the village itself
and killed him by inflict-
ing injury on the back of
head with a stone and
choking him to death.
Then they tied the hands
and feet of the body with a
rope and packed the body
in a plastic sack. They
threw the items used in
the crime and returned
back home. After commit-
ting the crime, they had
planned to narrate the
story of stealing Sitafal on
being questioned by the
police.

ASI Sundar Lal Netam,
Dinesh Verma, Jhaggar
Singh Tandon,
Chandrashekhar Soni,
Head Constable Jesmika,
Kamlesh Sahu, Dhannu
Ram, Constable Ajay
Dhimar, Rameshwar
Koma, Himmat Singh,
Bhawani Jagat and
Constable Trupti Dhruve
from police station Anda
and ASI Purna Bahadur,
Shamit Mishra, Head
C o n s t a b l e
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Roman Sonwani,
Constable Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Rajkumar
Chandra, Ashwini Yadu,
Jugnu Singh, Shahbaz
Khan, Vikrant Kumar and
Anup Sharma from ACCU
played a vital role in solv-
ing this blind murder
case.

Juveniles arrested for 
murdering 10-year-old child

Bhilai, Nov 08: 

The two-day DAV
National sports tourna-
ment 2022 Chhattisgarh
Zone concluded in true
spirit on November 07,
2022. The chief guest for
the occasion was Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam
(Minister of School
Education, Tribal Welfare
Govt of Chhattisgarh).
Among the distinguished
dignitaries present were
AM Banjare (District
Education Officer).
Priyamvada Ramteke
(Assistant Commissioner
Adiwasi Development,
Durg). Praveen
Shrivastava (Assistant
Director, DPI, Raipur), NP
Dixit (Educationist and
Ex-vice Chancellor),
AbhayJaiswal (DEO,
Durg), Amit Ghosh
(Assistant Director, Durg)
who graced the occasion
and felicitated the win-
ners. The closing ceremo-
ny started with the warm

welcome of chief guest by
Prashant Kumar (Deputy
Regional Officer DAV
Schools, Chhattisgarh
Zone and Zonal Co-ordina-
tor, DAV National Sports).
Cultural programmes pre-
sented by around 350 stu-
dents of DAV PS HUDCO,
DAV PS Dallirajhara, DAV
PS Jamul, DAV MNIPS
Sankari, DAV PS Sector-2
enthralled everyone.
Acknowledging the
achievements of students
in the sports sector,
Prashant Kumar while
reading the Annual Report
of the schools highlighted
the achievements made by
the students in various
sports competitions. He
expressed immense grati-
tude to the members of the
management of the school
for their consistent coop-
eration in every way. He
had word of appreciation
for the consistent efforts
put in by Physical
Education Department.

Addressing the audi-

ence, the chief guest for
the occasion discussed the
importance of sports in
life. He further said that
the commendable achieve-
ment made by the students
speak volumes of the ef-
forts put in by the physical
education department of
the school. Congratulating

the organisers of the show
the chief guest said that
the students and the teach-
ers sweat out throughout
the year to clinch laurels.

In Discus Throw (boys),
Aditya Choubey of DAV
PS HUDCO bagged the
first prize, Yashwant
Rathia of DAV MMPS,

Badmar, Korba got the sec-
ond prize and Keshav
Kumar Korsha of DAV
MMPS, Bhairamgarh,
Bijapur bagged the third
prize. ln the same event in
girls category, Deepika
Chalki of DAV PS,
Nagarnar bagged the first
prize, Minakshi Singh of
DAV MMPS Patratu,
Balarampur bagged the
second prize and the third
prize was bagged by Anjali
Singh of DAV PS SECL,
Bishrampur.

In High Jump (boys),
Aditya Kumar of DAV PS
Kirandul bagged the first
prize, Siddharth Lakra of
DAV MMPS, Balrampur
bagged the second prize
and Khemchandra of DAV
MMPS, Sulenga,
Narayanpur bagged the
third prize the same event
in girls category, the first
prize was bagged by Riya
Bhagat of DAV PS SECL,
Bishrampur, second prize
was won by Nikita Sandew
of DAV MMPS, Birgaon,

Fulwari and Avani Singh
of DAV PS SECL,
Chirimiri bagged the third
prize. The individual
champion (boys) trophy
was bagged by Ayush
Pandey of DAV Public
School, Hudco and the in-
dividual champion trophy
(girls) was bagged by
Pushpa Sihag of DAV PS
SECL, Gevra Korba. The
cluster champion trophy
was bagged by cluster-4
with 327 points which was
led by Manisha Agarawal
(Principal DAV PS, Gevra).

BP Sahu (ARO cum
Principal DAV lspat,
Nandini) in his vote of
thanks thanked all the
guests for gracing the oc-
casion, sparing their valu-
able time and making this
event a great success. The
chief guest lowered the
flag and announced the
closing of two day sports
tournament. The event
met its conclusion with
the beats of National
Anthem.

Two Day DAV National Sports Tournament culminates
Bhilai, Nov 08: 

National cancer aware-
ness day was celebrated
under the aegis of
Department of
Microbiology and
Biotechnology at St
Thomas College. This day
is celebrated every year on
November 07. On this oc-
casion, Principal Dr MG
Roymon spoke about the
importance of creating
awareness on such dread-
ful disease and signifi-
cance of celebrating this
day. Also, he made stu-
dents aware of the term
“Cancer” and its types.
The program was organ-
ised with the help of PG
students of the depart-
ment, where some stu-
dents created awareness
by presenting their PPT.
Sharon Sunil (MSc 3 rd
sem Biotechnology) creat-
ed awareness on Biology
of cancer, its types and ori-
gin. Arpana (MSc 1 st sem
Biotechnology) helped the

audience in creating
awareness on various can-
cer-causing agents. And fi-
nally Shikhar Mathur of
MSc 3 rd sem
Biotechnology, elaborated
on various preventive
measures, diagnostic tools
and treatment process
with recent advancements
in cancer therapy.

The department cele-
brated this day mainly to
educate the student and
staff about this dreadful

disease. Neha Toppo,
faculty of the department
conducted the program
which was attended by 55
students.

National Cancer Awareness Day
celebrated at St Thomas College

Bhilai, Nov 08: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s OHP, Blast
Furnaces, SMS-3 and
BRM have set new
records on November
07,2022 in production as
well as in techno-eco-
nomics. Director- in -
charge of SAIL-BSP
Anirban Dasgupta visit-
ed these departments on
Tuesday morning and
congratulated the em-
ployees and officers of
the department for their
excellent performance.
Along with this, he also
expressed his best wishes
to the associated depart-
ments of these record-
breaking departments.

OHP Records Highest
Shift Material Handling:
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Ore Handling Plant has
recorded its highest shift

material handling on
November 07, 2022. The
entire team of Ore
Handling Plant in associ-
ation with supporting de-
partments recorded high-
est ever shift material
handling of 26,755
Tonnes in A-Shift on 7th
November 2022 as
against previous best
shift record of 26,430
tonnes recorded on
February 05, 2022.

Blast Furnaces created
a new record in CDI:
SAIL-BSP Blast
Furnaces created a new
record by increasing the
highest ever daily Coal
Dust Injection (CDI) vol-
ume, by injecting 2537
tonnes of coal dust on
November 07, 2022, set-
ting a new record for
highest daily coal dust
injection, surpassing the
previous record of 2435

tonnes of coal dust injec-
tion on November 05,
2022.

SMS-3 Produced
Highest Day Production:
Modex unit Steel Melting
Shop-3 (SMS-3) of Bhilai
Steel Plant produced
Highest day production
of 69 heats on November
07, 2022 and broke the
production record of
Previous highest 66 heats
recorded on July 18, 2022.

Bar & Rod Mill’s New
Production Record:
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Modex Unit, Bar & Rod
Mill has once again cre-
ated a new daily record.
Bar & Rod Mill recorded
best daily production in
the rolling of 12 mm
TMT bars of 2882 Ton on
November 07, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best
of 2867 Ton created on
July 12, 2022.

OHP, Blast Furnace, SMS-3 & BRM
set new records for best production

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0088::  

Bhilai Steel Plant observed
the Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022 from October 31 to
November 06 with great zeal.
During the week long obser-
vance of the VAW, various
competitions, workshops and
sensitization programmes
were conducted by Vigilance
Department for the employ-
ees of Bhilai Steel Plant, their
family members and students
of Schools and Colleges in
vicinity of Bhilai. Objective of
the various activities was to
sensitise the employees, stu-
dents and the citizens towards
the ill effects of corruption
and importance of Integrity,
transparency and accounta-
bility in personal and public
life.  Vigilance and ethics are
the two momentous words
and complementary of each
other. Bhilai Steel Plant has
already had an Ethics Club

which comprises of young stu-
dents of the Schools of Bhilai
Steel Plants. The motto of the
Ethics Club is ‘living a life of
values’ so that every member
becomes a role model in
moral values. Children are
the future of the nation and
the citizens of tomorrow, if
the ethical values will be
inculcated in the children at
the very beginning, we can
ensure the Culture of Ethics,
Integrity and Honesty in the
society, which is very impor-
tant for a developed Country.
Hence, to motivate the young
minds of our surroundings,
some ethical activities were
performed by the Young
Champions of Ethics Club of
BSP in association with
Vigilance Department on
November 06 at Suniti Udyan,
Sector-8 as a concluding
remark of Vigilance
Awareness Week. At the start
of the Programme, Young

Champions welcome the
Guests of the Occasion
Sandeep Gupta, GM
(Vigilance) and Aniket Ojha,
DGM (Vigilance). After that
Flag of Ethics Club was hoist-
ed by Sandeep Gupta, GM
(Vigilance) which was fol-
lowed by Niti Gan by the stu-
dents. During the occasion,
Ethics Pledge was adminis-
tered by all the gathering
present over there.

During the Programme, 12
Monuments of Ethics which
represents Integrity,
Patriotism, Tolerance,
Secularism, Simplicity,
Honesty, Love, Compassion,
Responsibility, Respect,
Non–violence and Unity were
visited by the dignitaries.
During the visit Young
Champions of Ethics Club very
well elaborated about these
12 Monuments to the guests
which are also the 12 values
adopted by Ethics Club. 

At the end of the
Programme, Sandeep Gupta,
GM (Vigilance) enlightened
the Young Champions by his
motivational thoughts. He
elaborated them the impor-
tant of the ethical values in
the life including Integrity and
Honesty and encouraged
them to adopt the 12 values of
ethics as a mantra of their life
and set the examples for oth-
ers.

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0088::  

This year also Kota Study
Circle is conducting the
entrance exam for class 8, 9,
10, 11, and class 12 on Sunday,
November 27. Questions will
be asked from the students
from the syllabus of their cur-
rent class. Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Maths and Mental
Ability based questions will be
asked. Based on the perform-
ance of the student, they will
get attractive discounts in fees
and will also get various
prizes. The confidence level is
clearly seen among the partic-
ipating students. The IQ level
of the students will be
assessed through this test and
accordingly batches will be
made and counselling will be
given to them. The students
will be prepared for the exami-
nations like IIT, NEET, NTSC,
Olympiad etc along with the
school syllabus through sub-
ject experts and teachers
trained at Kota. Due to this
reason only, the students are

not only able to score excellent
marks in the school exams but
also succeed in cracking the
competitive exams. They do
not need to make extra prepa-
ration for school exams. The
specialty of Kota Study Circle
is that the syllabus is complet-
ed on time. Other specialties
of Kota Study Circle include
Original Kota Study Material,
Daily Classes, Weekly Tests,
Personal Counselling,
Motivational Classes, Extreme
Doubt Clearing Classes,
Furnished Classrooms and
Discipline etc. Before taking
admission anywhere else, one
must visit the Kota Study
Circle and attend the classes.
Due to this reason only the stu-
dents from the states of
Orissa, Chhattisgarh, MP,
Bihar, UP etc also stay in the
hostel and study in Kota Study
Circle Branch Bhilai and touch
the heights of life. Interested
students can visit the Kota
Study Circle Branch Bhilai
located at building no 150 and
183 to collect the form.

Bhilai, Nov 08: On
Tuesday, the birthday of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji was
celebrated with religious
fervour and devotion.
Guru Purab celebrations
were held at all the
Gurudwaras of the city. It
is one of the most sacred
festivals in Sikhism. This
year marks the 553rd
birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

The celebrations began
with Kirtans on the day.
Earlier to this, Akhand
Path of Guru Granth
Sahib was conducted at
the Gurudwaras. Grand
Langars were served to
the devotees at the
Gurudwaras. The
Gurudwara committees

ensured that no visitor
leaves hungry. The Ragi
Jatthas of various
Gurudwaras conducted
the Kirtans and spoke
about the teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. They
spoke about Guru Nanak
Dev Ji’s message of Ek
Omkar, which means God
is one and present every-

where. He showed the
path of a compassionate
virtuous life and an inclu-
sive society. His message
guides on the path of cre-
ating a kind and peaceful
world. Local political
leaders also visited the
Gurudwaras and ex-
changed the Guru Purab
greetings with the people.

Guru Nanak Jayanti 
celebrated with devotion 

Registration begins for 
Kota Study Circle’s Scholarship

cum Admission Test

VAW-2022 of BSP concludes with
Ethics activities at Suniti Udyan
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NIT Raipur visits Schools under AIM

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088::  National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur’s Entrepreneurship Cell
(E-Cell) visited Delhi Public
School (DPS), Raipur, and
Krishna Public School(KPS),
Raipur under the Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM) under the guid-
ance of Dr. Chandrakant Thakur,
Faculty In charge, E-Cell, and Dr.
Sanjeev Rajput, Assistant
Professor, Mechanical
Engineering.

The AIM aims to foster an
innovative and entrepreneurial
culture throughout the nation.
Under this mission, school stu-
dents are exposed to upcoming
technologies to increase their
creative boundaries. AIM also
offers platforms and opportuni-
ties for stakeholder collabora-
tions. The aim of the E-Cell team
was to brief students to give
exposure to school students to

innovative concepts ranging
from business to technical
domains.

At DPS Raipur the topic of dis-
cussion was Machine Learning
and its types, use cases, and
what can be achieved with it.
The event began with a warm
welcome of the team which was
followed by the introduction to
E-cell, start-up culture as well as
new programs and policies for
fostering innovation in various
economic sectors. Then, they
were exposed to Machine
Learning explaining how they
can learn it and how Machine
Learning can be used in various
sectors ranging from agriculture
to medicine. They discussed cre-
ative projects which can be
made with the help of this tech-
nology and which programming
languages are used to make
them(Python and R).

Chhattisgarh’s Kiran Agarwal becomes
coach of Indian chess team

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088:: Eminent interna-
tional chess player from
Chhattisgarh, Ms. Kiran Agarwal
has been appointed as the coach
of Indian chess team by All India
Chess Federation. Ms. Kiran will
be participating as a coach in the
16-member Indian team to be
included in the Commonwealth
Chess Championship to be held
in Sri Lanka from November 13 to
23. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel congratulated her on
being appointed as the coach
and said that his sportsmanship
and experience will benefit the
Indian team. Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister Umesh Patel
congratulated her and said that
she has been instrumental in nur-
turing new sports talents. Under
her guidance, the Indian chess
team will definitely do its best.
Earlier in 2004, Kiran Agarwal of
Bhilai, Durg district had achieved
the distinction of becoming the
coach of the Indian chess team.
Chess players of the state are

happy on the appointment of
Kiran Agarwal as the coach. It is
noteworthy that at the time of
Chess Olympiad, torch relay was
brought in Chhattisgarh and
Kiran also got the good fortune
of holding torch. Besides Ms.
Kiran, Praveen Thipsay, V.
Ravichandran and Prasannajit
Dutta have also been appointed
as the coaches of the Indian
chess team. Ms. Kiran Agarwal is
the only female chess player
from the state, who has been
conferred the title of Women’s
FIDE Master by the World Chess
Federation. Kiran has represent-
ed India in more than 15 major
countries like London, Dubai,
Germany, Yugoslavia,
Bangladesh, Doha (Qatar) and
has made her opponents stand
out. In view of her achievements,
the then Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment had awarded her
Vikram Award in 1986.

Atharv wins two medals in All India
Karate championship

Raipur, Nov 08: City-based
NH Goel World School’s
Atharv Poddar brought lau-
rels to Chhattisgarh by win-
ning two medals in the All
India Open Karate
Championships held at
Ganchibowli Indoor
Stadium, Hyderabad recent-
ly.

According to the informa-
tion received, in Individual
Kumite Event, Atharv
Poddar secured Second
Position to win Silver Medal
in 10 years age group and 45
Kg weight group. Also, in

Individual Kata Event -
Atharv won Bronze medal
to make it two for himself.

Ramesh Pradhan is the
Coach under whom he has
excelled the skills.

He said that he is grateful
to the school management
and teachers to motivate
him and also give him per-
mission to participate in the
event.

Work for human welfare by adopting
thoughts of Guru Nanak Dev: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 08: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey on
Tuesday participated in
the Prakash Parv, the birth
anniversary program of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the
founder of the Sikh Panth.
Speaking on the occasion,
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji
dedicated his life for the
welfare of mankind by
eradicating the distinction
of religion and caste.
Service to mankind was
the main focus of his
thoughts. She said that fol-
lowing the teachings of
Sikh religious leaders, peo-
ple should engage them-
selves in  human service

work. Governor Ms. Uikey
attended the program of
Guru Nanak’s birth an-
niversary organized at
Khalsa School, Raipur on
Tuesday. Addressing the
Sikh community gather-
ing in the program, the
Governor said that the
teachings of Shri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji have become
more relevant for the socie-
ty today. The acceptance of
his teachings is beyond re-
ligions to all mankind. She
said that we all should im-
bibe his teachings. The
Governor said that Sri
Guru Nanak Dev was not
only a great thinker and
philosopher but also a so-
cial reformer. He was a
supporter of hard work
and honesty. Uikey said
that we should always earn
money by hard work and
honesty in our life. Along
with this, it should also be
used for public welfare.
Guru Nanak Dev Ji started
the practice of langar in

Sikhism to eradicate dis-
crimination from the soci-
ety.

In langars, Sikh commu-
nity serve food to every-
one, whether rich or poor,
with love. We do not find
such a system anywhere
else in the world. The light
of knowledge is spread
through his teachings. By
removing the evils from
the society through his
messages, Guru Nanak
Dev Ji  also worked to give
a new direction to the soci-
ety, said Governor. He in-
spired people to walk on
the path of love, goodwill
and brotherhood for world
peace and human welfare.
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that today we need to take
a pledge that we will al-
ways follow the thoughts of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. By
creating mutual harmony
and love, we will play our
part in the development of
the country. On this occa-
sion, the Sikh community
felicitated the Governor.
The students of National
Association for the Blind
also sang ‘Shabad’ in the
program.

On this occasion, an
overview of the medical
camp organised in the
school premises was also
done by Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey. Sikh
community including
MLA duo Mr. Kuldeep
Juneja and Mr. Vikas
Upadhyay, Mr.
Gurucharan Singh Hora

Cycle rally today to encourage youth to register as voters
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088::  To motivate
young voters to get their names
included in the voter list, a cycle
rally has been organized by the
office of the Chief Electoral
Officer on November 9. Chief
Electoral Officer Mrs Reena
Babasaheb Kangale will lead the
rally from Telibandha Talab to
Ghari Chowk. The rally being
organized on the theme of
‘Pedal for Participative
Elections’, this cycle rally will
start from Telibandha Talab in
Raipur at 7 am and reach Ghari
Chowk.

Chief Electoral Officer Smt.
Reena Babasaheb Kangale,
Additional Chief Electoral
Officer Smt. Shikha Rajput
Tiwari and Raipur Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure,
officers-employees of Chief
Electoral Officer’s office will
also participate in the cycle
rally. Chief Electoral Officer
Smt. Kangale has appealed to
the residents of the city to moti-
vate and make the young voters
aware by participating in the
cycle rally in large numbers.

The Election Commission of

India is starting a special brief
revision of electoral rolls from
9th November across the coun-
try. This work will start with the
initial publication of voter list in
Chhattisgarh and across the
country on 9th November. At
the national level, this drive is
being started from Pune,
Maharashtra. Chief Election
Commissioner of the country
Rajiv Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anoop Chandra
Pandey will participate in vari-
ous programs organized on 9th
November.

BJP to stage road blockade on
ST reservation issue today

Raipur, Nov 08:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would stage road
blockade on November 9 at
the district headquarters
to register protest against
the decrease of Scheduled
Tribe (ST) reservations
from prevailing 32% to
20% following the High
Court verdict.

However, the opposition
BJP terms it be a conspira-
cy of Congress govern-
ment to reduce the reser-
vations of ST community.

BJP Tribal Morcha

President Vikas Markam
said that the Congress gov-
ernment had even failed to
protect the promotion of
thousands of government
officials and employees
from ST community and
added that with the
change in Reservation
Roster, several of the ST
employees are now denied
with promotion.

He said that senior
Tribal leader Nand Kumar
Sai would be leading the
agitation against the state
government on

Wednesday at Raipur near
Lalpur Overbridge where-
as former Union Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai would be
holding demonstration at
Jashpur, BJP General
Secretary Kedar Kashyap
at Narayanpur, Lata
Usendi at Kondagaon,
Mahesh Gagda at Bijapur,
Kamalbhan Singh at
Ambikapur, Ramsewak
Paikra at Surajpur,
Nankiram Kanwar at
Korba, Damrudhar Pujari
at Gariabandh and Vikas
Markam at Dhamtari.

Sikh community has set a great
example of selfless services: CM

Raipur, Nov 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday attended a pro-
gramme organized at
Khalsa School in Raipur to
mark the occasion of Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

Addressing the gathering
on the occasion he greeted
everyone on the auspicious
occasion of the 553rd Birth

Anniversary of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji. “Guru Nanak
Ji gave the message that the
master of the entire uni-
verse is one, and all are his
servants. Sikhism believes
in ‘Seva-Bhav’ or a sense of
service for others”, he said.
In this programme, he
bowed his head in front of
Guru Granth Sahib.
Besides, the Sikh society
honored the Chief Minister
by presenting him with a
shawl and a ‘kirpan’.

He added saying that not
just people belonging to the
Sikh community in the

country and the world, but
people from other communi-
ties as well also visit the
Gurdwara on this auspi-
cious day to offer prayers
and seek the blessings of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He said
that the Sikh community
has always extended a help-
ing hand to people in need in
difficult times. They are
known for their selfless
service and the best exam-
ple of this is during the
Covid-19 pandemic times.
They offered ‘langar’ to all
the people in need besides
providing them with other

necessary stuff including
medicines and oxygen cylin-
ders.

Speaking about the efforts
made by the Sikh communi-
ty in Delhi, the Chief
Minister said that the
Gurdwara committees gave
full cooperation in making
available oxygen cylinders
to the needy in many parts
of the national capital by
setting up ‘oxygen langars’.
Saluting the Sikh’s spirit of
selfless service, he said that
the community has set a
great example of selfless
service for the rest of the

world to follow. Baghel noted
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji also
visited Chhattisgarh, he
traveled from Kabir
Chabutra of Amarkantak to
Garhphuljhar. On the de-
mand of people belonging to
the Sikh community, the
state government an-
nounced to development of
Garhphuljhar as a popular
tourist attraction.

The Chief Minister said I
also had the privilege of of-
fering flowers at Guru
Nanak Dev Ji’s feet. On this
occasion, the Chief Minister
also visited the health camp
and released a collection of
poems by Manpreet Kaur.
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board President and MLA
Kuldeep Juneja,
Chhattisgarh Minorities
Commission Chairman
Mahendra Chhabra,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Vikas Upadhyay,
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar and
representatives of Sikh soci-
ety were present on the oc-
casion.

Baghel takes holy dip at Mahadev Ghat 
of Kharun River on Kartik Purnima

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 08: On the
auspicious occasion of
Kartik Punni, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Mahadev Ghat of
Raipur in the morning
and took a holy dip in the

Kharun river. He prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the people
of the state by taking
Kartik Purnima
Snan(bath). He also ex-
tended his greeting to all
the people of the state on
the occasion of Kartik
Punni Mela.

On this occasion, he
said “ We are following
our religious, cultural
and social traditions.
People from all the sur-
rounding villages take
part in Punni Mela.
Punni Mela is our ancient
tradition, it belongs to the
traditions of both our vil-
lages and cities of
Chhattisgarh. There has
been a tradition of taking

snan(bath) in the morn-
ing and offering
Jal(water) to Shiva in the
month of Kartik, and
from this day onwards
the fair starts in the ghats
of the villages”. “Today
we are also celebrating
the auspicious day of
Prakash Parv, the birth
anniversary of Guru
Nanak Ji, across the
country. He had an old re-
lationship with
Chhattisgarh, so we have
decided to develop
Garhphuljhar in the
Mahasamund district as a
tourist destination”, he
added.

He said that announce-
ment was made for the de-
velopment of the Kharun

river Ghat last year, and
now with the provision in
the budget, the develop-
ment work of the Ghat
will start soon. The farm-
ers have started harvest-
ing paddy in the state.
The procurement of
paddy has also started
from November 1, the
farmers are selling paddy
at a support price and
they are also getting paid
on time. Before Diwali,
the third instalment of
the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana was trans-
ferred to the farmers.

He further said that to
save the culture and tradi-
tion of Chhattisgarh, the
National Tribal Dance
Festival on the occasion

of Rajyotsava was organ-
ised recently. The state
government is persistent-
ly working for the preser-
vation and development
of Chhattisgarh’s culture
along with education,
health and employment
and the people of the state
have equally participated
in it. Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman of
Gau Seva Aayog Mahant
Ram Sundar Das, Advisor
to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Mayor
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation Aijaz
Dhebar, public represen-
tatives and a large num-
ber of devotees were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Programme organ-
ized to mark the
occasion of Guru
Nanak Jayanti

Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey
attended the 
program organised
on the occasion of
Guru Nanak  Jayanti

Prays for the 

happiness and 

prosperity of the 

people of the state

Says efforts are being

made to preserve and 

promote rich culture

of Chhattisgarh 

BJP to start search
of candidate for
by-polls today

Raipur, Nov 08: While the
ruling Congress has already
held meeting to choose can-
didate for the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
elections, the principal op-
position Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would hold de-
liberation for the same on
Wednesday.

According to the informa-
tion received, the former
Rajya Sabha member
Ramvichar Netam would be
interacting with the party
rank and file on Wednesday
during his visit to Kanker
on Wednesday. Member of
Parliament Santosh Pandey,
MLAs Shivratan Sharma
and Ranjana Sahu are the
other Observers appointed
by the BJP President for the
selection of candidates for
the by-elections. All these
senior leaders would sub-
mit their report on the basis
of which a panel would be
prepared to select candi-
date. BJP Election
Committee would be an-
nouncing the candidate for
the by-elections within next
three-four days.

Raipur, Nov 08:
The three-day 7th
Sub Junior
National Kurash
c h a m p i o n s h i p
being organized
under the aegis of
K u r a s h
Association of
Chhattisgarh at
Balbeer Juneja
Indoor Stadium,
concluded here on
Tuesday.

According to the infor-
mation received, more
than 500 players and offi-
cials participated in the
mega event. Speaking at
the virtual ceremony, the

Patron of the Kurash
Association Jagdish
Tytler encouraged the
players to work hard for
medal in the forthcom-
ing Asian Games.

Sub Jr National Kurash
championship concludes

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated and
extended his best
wishes

CM hails SC verdict on EWS reservation,
bats for population-based SC/ST quota

Raipur, Nov 08:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
welcomed the Supreme
Court’s verdict upholding
the validity of the reserva-
tion to the economically
weaker sections (EWS) and
said Scheduled Tribes (ST)
and Scheduled Castes (SC)
should get benefit of the
existing quota for them on
the basis of their popula-
tion.

Talking to reporters at
the Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Raipur after re-
turning from campaigning
in the poll-bound Himachal
Pradesh, Baghel said a po-
litical “change” is in-
evitable in the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-ruled
northern state and the
promise of ‘10 guarantees’
made by his party
Congress in the hill state
has started showing im-
pact.

Asked about the apex
court’s landmark judge-
ment upholding the consti-

tutionality of the 10 per
cent reservation granted
by the Centre to EWS in ad-
missions and government
jobs, the senior Congress
leader said, “We welcome
the verdict. We want that
as per the provision of the
Constitution, ST and SC
communities should get
reservation on the basis of
their population.”

“As per the Mandal
Commission report, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
should get 27 per cent
reservation. We support 10
per cent reservation to
EWS,” he added.

Notably, the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in September this year had
set aside the state govern-
ment’s 2012 order (when
BJP was in power) to raise
the quota to 58 per cent in
government jobs and ad-
missions in educational in-
stitutions and held that
overall reservation exceed-
ing the apex court-mandat-
ed 50 per cent ceiling was

unconstitutional.
Following the HC deci-

sion, reservation for tribal
communities, which com-
prise about 32 per cent of
Chhattisgarh’s population,
declined to 20 per cent from
32 per cent.

Queried about the reser-
vation benefits for STs in
the Congress-ruled state,
Baghel said, “This decline
in reservation of tribals to
20 per cent happened due to
the BJP and now we will
rectify it.”

“I have clearly told tribal
communities that whatev-
er is provisioned in the
Constitution (for reserva-
tion), they will get it and no
one can stop it,” the CM
said. Baghel, senior
Congress observer for the
Assembly polls in
Himachal Pradesh, said a
“wave of change” is sweep-
ing the BJP-ruled state and
the impact of his party’s
promise of 10 guarantees
in the manifesto is visible
on the ground.

Bapu’s vision of ‘self-dependent villages’
is now turning into reality: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088:: “Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi’s
vision of ‘Gram Swaraj’ is turn-
ing into reality in
Chhattisgarh”, Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel. Among
all the Gauthans built in vil-
lages under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, 3089 Gauthans have
become self-supporting. From
October 15 to October 31,
2022, about 50 percent of the
amount paid in lieu of dung
procured in Gauthans has
been paid by self-supporting
Gauthans. This is a welcome
change. The self-supporting
Gauthans have so far procured
cow dung worth Rs 24.15 crore
from their own resources.

Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
was addressing a program

organized at his residence
office here today for the trans-
fer of payment against the
dung procurement, release of
dividend amount to women
self-help groups and Gauthan
committees and sugarcane
incentive amount to the sugar-
cane-producing farmers. Chief
Minister directed the officers
to promote the use of vermi
compost in Rabi season and to
encourage the procurement of
Gaumutra in Gauthans.

It is worth mentioning that
in lieu of the cow dung pur-
chased in the last fortnight of
October, a total of Rs 4.69
crore has been paid to the vil-

lagers and cattle owners
today. This includes payment
of Rs 2.37 crore by the depart-
ment and Rs 2.32 crore by the
self-supporting Gauthans.
Chief Minister said that this is
a positive change and State
Government aims to empower
all the gauthans and make
them self-supporting in near
future. Gauthan committees
have been empowered to con-
duct the activities in gauthans
from their own resources.

At the program, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
released an amount of Rs. 5
crore 35 lakh online to dung
vendors, cattle rearing vil-

lagers, women self-help
groups associated with
Gauthans and Gauthan com-
mittees. An amount of Rs 4.69
crore was paid in the Gauthans
from October 15 to October 31
against the procurement of
2.35 lakh quintals of cow dung
from cattle rearing villagers
and farmers. Likewise, the div-
idend amount of Rs.39 lakh
was paid to Gauthan commit-
tees and Rs.27 lakh was
released to the women groups.
Agriculture Minister Mr.
Ravindra Choubey, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Mineral Development
Corporation Mr. Girish
Devangan, Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Pradeep Sharma,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh were also present in the
program. Chief Minister fur-
ther said in his address to the

programme that including the
amount paid today under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, a total of
Rs 179.28 crore has been paid
to dung vendors since the
launch of the scheme.
Similarly, a total of Rs 164.24
crore has been paid to the
Gauthan committees and the
women self-help groups so far.
He said that so far 76 thou-
sand 820 liters of Gaumutra
(cow urine) has been pur-
chased at the rate of Rs.4 per
liter in 83 Gauthans of the
state. In Gauthans, 24,348
liters of pesticide ‘Brahmastra’
and 18,722 liters of growth
enhancer ‘Jeevamrut’ have
been prepared by women self-
help groups, and they have
earned Rs 15 lakh from the
sale both the aforementioned
products. This activity should
be further encouraged. An
amount of Rs 68.90 crore paid
to the sugarcane-producing
farmers    

1,293 youth received on-spot
learning license in Rajyotsava

Raipur, Nov 08: People
were very excited by avail-
ing the advantage of the
on-spot facility of license
issuance in the stalls of the
Transport Department
during the Rajyotsava at
Science College ground in
the capital Raipur as 1
thousand 293 youth were
given on-spot learning li-
censes in six days from
November 01 to 06. These
include 103 licenses on Nov
1, 178 on Nov 2, 219 on Nov
3, 189 on Nov 4, 279 on Nov
5 and 325 on Nov 6.

It is worth mentioning
that as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, transport related

services in Chhattisgarh
are being made easier and
user friendly by the
Department under the
guidance of Transport
Minister Shri Mohammad
Akbar. Moreover, an im-
portant facility namely
“Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwar” which means
Government at your
doorstep is being operated
efficiently by the
Transport Department.
Under this, people have
received about 14 lakh
smart card based registra-
tion certificates and driv-
ing licenses sitting at
home .

In order to make the
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more acces-
sible, a helpline number
75808-08030 has been issued
by the department, which
provides information and
is operational from 10 am
to 5.30 pm on all working

days. Applicants can also
get the desired informa-
tion by contacting the e-
mail id cgparivahandis-
patch@gmail.com. By call-
ing on the above helpline
number, applicants can get
all the desired information
related to the dispatch of
their driving license and
registration certificate.

Similarly, in order to
make availing of transport
related services easy and
in the vicinity of people’s
homes, transport facility
centers are being opened
in Chhattisgarh. Under
this, 235 transport facility
centers have been estab-
lished in the state so far.
Through the exhibition in
the stalls put up by the
Transport Department
during the Rajyotsav, infor-
mation was also given on
the following; security reg-
istration plates, one-time
settlement scheme, panic
button facility for women’s
safety in passenger vehi-
cles, traffic rules and road
safety and Electric Vehicle
Policy-2022 etc. Under this,
the facilities of road tax
wavier under Electric
Vehicle Policy 2022, DBT,
facilities of subsidy, ex-
emption from permit and
exemption from conven-
tional fuel and 10 percent
subsidy (maximum up to
1.50 lakh) are also 
available.

‘Technovate’concludes at IIIT-NR

Raipur, Nov 08:
Technovate, a three day
long annual techno-cultur-
al fest of IIIT Naya Raipur,
concluded here on Sunday.
During the three days, var-
ious, events and celebrity
nights were organized in
the institute campus.
Students were invited
from around the country
to be part of Technovate.

Out of three days, day
one was marked with the
inaugural session ad-
dressed by Dr. Pradeep K
Sinha, Director IIIT Naya
Raipur. The events lined
up on the first day were
ConquerThe Space - a quiz
based on science and tech-
nology, whose winners
were‘PS-1’ from IIIT-NR
and1st runner ups

‘SHABS’ from NIT Raipur,
2ndRunnerups were team
‘Not Found’ from IIIT-
NR.Next was Hacknovate-
which consisted of hack-
ing competition, ‘Hack
Crypto’-a Ethereum smart
contract hacking game,
whose winners were
Yathin Prakash
Kethepalli, Shyam
Agarwal and Vinay
Agarwal all from IIIT-NR,
and ‘Bugbash’- a platform
to improve debugging and
analytical skills, whose
winners were Varun
Joshi, Ankit Sharma and
Yogesh Kumar, all from II-
ITNR.

On the second day,
Technovate was full of
cultural activities like
Nukkad Natak, a musical

event and a robotics event.
They were namely Awaaz-
A Nukkad Natak competi-
tion in the form of street
play, based on social and
women empowerment
themes. Robolution-a plat-
form to test robot-making
skills, which further had
Roborush, Robofutsal, and
Game changer type
events. RaagRaatri-a mu-
sical competition to show-
case the power of voice in
a melodious way and
Battle of Bands-a musical
competition that was per-
formed in a group to en-
tertain the mass with the
sound of the band.

The last day was full of
enthusiasm and relishing
events like fashion show,
dance events, and many

more like Infinity Perplex-
a competition to deter-
mine analytical skills to
solve problems in given
scenarios with coding
skills. For this the first
prize was bagged by
Yogesh Kumar,second by
Varun Joshi, and third by
Dhaval Kumar.
ElectroBlitz- a sensor-
based project development
competition, had winners
as first prize bagged by
Team Sighted, second was
Team Pikachu.
Rangostav-a painting com-
petition to bring out the
artist passion in science
and superstitions, God in
us, art in music, and mod-
ern art. The first prize
was bagged by Riya
Dhawas, second by

Abhilash Dutta, and third
by Sonali Banjare. Next
was Nacho-a dance com-
petition to show the colors
and energy of youth
through dance. In solo
first prize was bagged by
Pranay, second by VS
Anagha and third by
Sakshi and in group per-
formance, first was ‘Spirit
of Dance Studio’, second
‘Team Nrityam’, and third
‘Duet from AIIMS’. Next
was ‘The New Vogue’-a
fashion show to present
grace with some fashion-
able attires depicting mod-
ern and traditional cul-
ture. The winners in the
western theme were first
AmoghDubey and second
Surjit Gill, and among
girls first was
AmishaSaytode.In tradi-
tional theme, first Jai
Vardhan and Miral
Kumar Ratre and in girls
first was Geetika Malewar
and second Sonali Tudu.

Apart from the above,
this year, Technovate em-
braced the presence of
various eminent personal-
ities. The fashion show
was judged by Harshali
Chauhan Miss
Chhattisgarh 2014, DJ
Carnivore set the dance
floor to dance and last but
not the least, famous
Bollywood singer Ash
King performed on the
last day with his mesmer-
izing songs that made the
night fully enjoyable.

Annual Literary Fest Calamus 3.0 at PtJNMC

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 08: Annual
literary fest Calamus 3.0
was organised at Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College (PtJNMC)
Raipur. Poetry recitation
and impromptu speech
competition was held
under the fest on
November 5. Dr Arvind
Neral was present as
chief guest on the occa-
sion. Contestants for im-
promptu speech competi-
tion were given three
minutes of time to think
and deliver speech. All
the participants per-
formed well in the com-
petition.

In poem recital compe-
tition the participants
had to present their own
poetry or a poem written
by someone else in a
unique way.

In both the competi-
tions, the participants

were given marks on the
basis of their presenta-
tion style, confidence and
subject. In impromptu
speech, first position was
given to Anjali Mishra
(2020), second position to
Madhulika Ganguly (2021)
and third position to Dr
Shreyas Srivastava (1017).
Anjali Mishra again got
the first position in poetry
recitation while second po-
sition was given to
Divyansh Bajaj (2018) and
third position to Pragati
Satpati (2021). Today quiz
and speech competition
was organised with the
sponsorship by
Chhattisgarh Tourism.

The speech competition
was based on the theme
‘Privacy - is it still possi-
ble’. A total of four rounds
were held in this competi-
tion.

The first round of quiz
was conducted on General
Science, the second round
on current affairs, the

third round on
Chhattisgarh Tourism and
the last round on
Bollywood. Finally a
hackathon was organized
in which different types of
problem statements were
given to the students. This
program was conducted in
groups of 5-5. The partici-
pants were given 1 minute
to think for this and 2 min-
utes to tell the solution of
the problem.

In the speech competi-
tion, first prize was given
to Anjali Mishra (2020),
second prize to Pragati
Satpati (2021) and third
prize to Dr. Anvesha
Moharana (2017). In quiz
competition was given to
2017 batch, second prize to
2021 batch and third prize
to 2021 batch.

First prize was
hackathon was bagged by
Harshita Sahu, Sujata
Sahu, Harshita Talandi,
Sahil Dhadha of 2021
batch.

1.11 lakh MT paddy purchased in the first week 

Raipur, Nov 08: The cam-
paign of paddy procure-
ment in Chhattisgarh
which was started on
November 01 by the state
government under the
able leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is in full swing and this
campaign will continue
till 31 January 2023. It is
worth mentioning that
just in the last seven days,
1 lakh 10 thousand 196 MT
of paddy has been pro-
cured from farmers in the
state on support price.
Today on 7th November,
39,946 MT of paddy were

purchased from the farm-
ers. In lieu of this, a pay-
ment of Rs 295.65 cr has
been released to the farm-
ers under the bank linking
system so far.

Food Department
Secretary Topeshwar
Verma informed that
16589 tokens were issued
to the paddy-selling farm-
ers. In which 1857 tokens
were issued by the Tuhar
Haath App. Moreover, for
the purchase of paddy in
the coming days, 21,804 to-
kens have been issued for
the procurement of paddy
in the state and 2,269 to-
kens have been issued
through Tuhar Hath App.
Due to such measures,
Paddy procurement con-
tinues uninterrupted in
the state and Officials are
continuously monitoring
the process of paddy pro-
curement. No complaint
has been received from
anywhere regarding the
purchase of paddy.

Officials of the Food
Department informed that
this year around 110 lakh
metric paddy is expected
to be procured. Also,25.92
lakh farmers have been
registered in the state for

selling paddy on support
price, out of which about
1.86 lakh are newly regis-
tered farmers. 2497 pro-
curement centers have
been set up for the pur-
chase of paddy on support

price in the state and this
year, normal paddy is
being purchased from
farmers at the rate of Rs
2040 per quintal and grade-
A paddy at the rate of Rs
2060 per quintal.
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Chief Minister paid Rs
68.90 crore to farmers
under sugarcane pro-
motion scheme

From 37,641 farmers; 
a total of Rs 295.65 cr
paid to farmers

2497 procurement cen-
ters for selling paddy

Tokens are also being
issued through Token
Tuhar Hath App

People were excited by
the convenience of
availing license in the
stall of the Transport
Department

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh
government has complet-
ed the contracting process
with 720 millers for lifting
and custom milling of
paddy that are being pro-
cured from farmers on
support price in the state.
Direct lifting of paddy for
custom milling by con-
tracted millers from pro-
curement centers has also
been started.

In compliance with the
directions of Chief
Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel, along with the pro-
curement of paddy in the
state, parallel arrange-
ments for lifting and cus-
tom milling have been en-
sured by the Food
Department. So that the
procured paddy can be dis-

posed of in time-limit. The
custom milling contract
process with the millers
was started by the
Chhattisgarh government
from about a month and a
half ago. Till now 720
millers of the state have
signed the contract for lift-
ing of paddy, custom
milling, and deposition of
rice under the
Chhattisgarh quota in the
central pool of the state,
and the process of con-
tracting with the remain-
ing millers is under
progress.

Till now against pro-
cured paddy, milling per-
mission for about 13.32
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been issued,
and the contract has been
issued for 7.93 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy for cus-
tom milling, which is
much higher than the
paddy procured so far.
Issuing DO for the lifting
of procured paddy and
lifting of paddy from cen-
ters has also been started.

It is worth mentioning

that in Chhattisgarh, the
registered area of 25.89
lakh farmers of the state
is 31.32 lakh hectares for
the sale of paddy at the
minimum support price,
which is the highest regis-
tration ever since the for-
mation of the state. For
the Kharif marketing
year 2022-23, in the inter-
est of the farmers of the
state, paddy procurement
has started in the state
from November 1, 2022,
and will continue till
January 31, 2023.
Guidelines regarding mill
registration for speedy
lifting and disposal of pro-
cured paddy in the state
were also circulated by the
state government on
September 27, 2022, before
the commencement of
paddy procurement. The
process of registration,
permission, and contract-
ing of mills for lifting, dis-
posal, and custom milling
of paddy in the state has
also been started with the
commencement of paddy
procurement.

720 millers signed the contract for custom milling

Millers get milling per-
mission for 13.32 lakh
MT of paddy

Contract issued for
7.93 lakh MT of paddy
for custom milling



Mungeli, Nov 08: 

District Collector Rahul
Deo here reviewed the law
and order situation in the
district in detail by taking a
joint meeting of officers of
Revenue and Police
Department.

In the meeting, he direct-
ed to strengthen the infor-
mation system to maintain
law and order in the dis-
trict and for this, he told
the team of officers of the
district administration and
police administration to
work in coordination with
each other. Talking about
paddy procurement, he
said that it is a high priori-
ty task of the government
and for this, during the pro-
curement of paddy, in-
structions were given to
keep a strict vigil on the
coaches and middlemen

and take strict action
against those selling ille-
gally paddy. Similarly, he
also instructed the pa-
trolling team to visit the
paddy procurement cen-
ters continuously and said
that the amount of farmers
selling paddy on support
price is getting deposited
in their bank accounts. He
directed to eliminate the

cases registered in the po-
lice station, and to take ac-
tion against those who are
gambling and against ille-
gal liquor sellers. On this
occasion SDM, DSP,
Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildar
and SHO of all the sub-divi-
sions were present.

Arang, Nov 08: 

After the police action
on the complaint made
before Diwali festival, due
to the illegal liquor sale,
in village Kathia, police
personals and in-charge
of Mandir Hasaud police
station Virendra Chandra
reached the village, and
urged the villagers for
fearless cooperation in
dealing with criminals
into the illegal liquor
sale.

According to the deci-
sion taken in the village,
a memorandum was
handed over to the in-
charge of the station and
a demand was made to
bring it to the attention of
the police station and con-
crete action was asked to
stop sale of liquor, which
according to villagers is
creating unrest among
the surrounding villages
too, which includes vil-
lage Budeni, Asoda and
Ameri. On this occa-

sion, the women of vil-
lage Kathia also decided
to be vigilant in Kathia
like the women of village
Tekari. Apart from felici-
tating Mr. Chandra for
better police arrange-
ments on Diwali festival,
villagers also honored
Bhukhau Verma, Jhangal
Kurre and Shankar
Verma, residents of
Kathia, who stayed away
from alcohol consump-

tion. On this occasion
Sarpanch of village
Kathia Rupendra Verma,
Deputy Sarpanch
Radhika Kannauje,
Panch Sevakram Kurre,
Mahrin Bai, Jamin Bai
Verma, Govardhan
Verma, representatives of
regional district panchay-
at members Lalita Verma
Krishna Verma and Anita
Thansingh Sahu were
also present.
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Bilaspur, Nov 08: 

One day State level
workshop was organized
in the auditorium of
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bilaspur by Juvenile
Justice Committee,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bilaspur in collaboration
with Chhattisgarh State
Judicial Academy and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority re-
garding the effective im-
plementation of POCSO
Act, 2012, with the major
stakeholders of POCSO
Act, namely DLSA
Secretaries, Depatment of
Education, Police, Health,
Women and Child welfare
and Commission for pro-
tection of Children.

The above workshop
was inaugurated by
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief Justice,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Justice Gautam Bhaduri,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Executive

Chairman, State Legal
Services Authority,
Justice Sanjay K.
Agarwal, Judge,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Justice P.Sam Koshi,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Chairman
Juvenile Justice
Committee, Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel,
Judge, Chhattisgarh High
Court, and Member
Juvenile Justice
Committee Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel by
lighting the lamp.

Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami address-
ing the program said that
today we are reviewing
the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act, which was
enacted in 2012, we have
to consider the challenges
in its implementation,
the shortcomings, he di-
rected all the stakeholders
to play their role serious-
ly, for the benefit of the
children. He further said

that whatever we do in
life, it must be done with
all seriousness and dedi-
cation with heart, and
good work will yield good
results.

In his address Justice
Gautam Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Executive Chairman
State Legal Services
Authority said that the so-
ciety has to come out of
such mentality that only
small girls are unsafe in
the country, but according
to the figures small boys
is also at risk. It is also
worth mentioning here

that men are considered
to be the culprits for these
crimes, while sometimes
women also have equal
participation in it. He also
said in his address that
only women doctors have
been authorized for
health examination in the
Act, the same must be
taken seriously.

Keynote address was
given by  Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Chairman,
Governing Body,
Chhattisgarh State Nyaya
Academy. Introductory

speech and welcome
speech by Justice P.Sam
Koshi, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and President Juvenile
Justice Committee, in
connection with the pro-
gram The vote of thanks
of innaugural session
was done by  Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwari,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Chairman
Juvenile Justice
Committee. Justice P.Sam
Koshi, Judge of
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Chairman, Juvenile
Justice Committee, said

that sexual crime against
children is not discussed
openly in India and it is
considered as a taboo sub-
ject. Good touch, bad
touch, lack of communi-
cation regarding sexual
consent and non-report-
ing of crimes in this re-
gard increase these
crimes. He said that it is
the duty of all of us under
the Constitution that any
kind of violence against
children are not be just
and forgivable. The first
session of the workshop
was presided over by
Justice P. Sam Koshi and

as members, Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel,
Mrs Tejkunwar Netam,
Chairperson, Child State
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights, Mrs Divya Umesh
Mishra, Director, Women
and The Child
Development Department
. In the second session
presentations were given
by A.P Wariyal, Member
Secy. Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority,
Department of Women
and Child Development,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, UNICEF,
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights, Special Courts,
POCSO Act.

The third session have
been presided over by
Justice Arvind Singh
Chandel and Members
Justice Deepak Kumar
Tiwari, Arun Dev
Gautam, Secretary, Home
Department and Job
Zakaria, Chief Officer,

UNICEF. The closing ad-
dress was given by
Justice Deepak Kumar
Tiwari, Member, High
Court Juvenile Justice
Committee, Chhattisgarh.
Presentations were pre-
sented on this occasion by
Mrs Sushma Sawant,
Director, State Judicial
Academy, Department of
education, health and po-
lice. The discussion in the
program was done by Dr.
Sanjeev Shukla, IG, Dr.
VR Bhagat, Deputy
Tyrector, Health
Department, Rajkumar
Tiwari, Assistant
Director, Public
Education.

The concluding address
was delivered by  Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwar,
vote of thasnks for the
event was delivered by
Smt Sushma Sawant,
Director CSJA and pro-
gram was conducted by
Mrs  Garima Sharma,
Additional Director,
Academy.

Workshop discusses on effective implementation of POCSO Act
Hosted by Juvenile Justice Committee, HC Bilaspur

Bhubaneswar, Nov 08:  

Roop Narayan Sunkar,
an officer of Indian
Railway Service of
Engineering (IRSE) of 1985
batch has joined in East
Coast Railway as General
Manager, today.
Prior to the new posting
Sunkar was working as
Chief Administrative
Officer (Construction) of
South East Central
Railway (SECR) at
Bilaspur. He also worked as
Chief Project Director
(CPD)/Bridge Work in
West Central Railway,
Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM)/ Ratlam,
Chief Bridge Engineer in
North Central Railway &
West Central Railway,
Chief Engineer
(Construction) at Bilaspur.
After completing his
Engineering Graduation
from Barkatullah
University, Bhopal, Sunkar
has joined in Indian
Railways in 1985. He has

vast experience in
Construction of Projects
and commissioning.
During 2020-21, 228 kms of
Railway projects were com-
missioned that includes
new line and doubling &
3rd Line which is the high-
est progress amongst all
zonal railways of Indian
Railways.

Apart from this, asset
construction and mainte-
nance like Bridge Work
and execution of other
projects by adopting proac-
tive approach and has been
praised from all corners.

Sunkar is highly commit-
ted and devoted officer hav-
ing brilliant knowledge
and command on Bridge
Works, always willing to
shoulder extra responsibil-
ity. He is also highly moti-
vational officer who dis-
plays exceptional leader-
ship skills and earns the
loyalty. Taking every task
as a challenge, Sunkar al-
ways strives to move for-
ward in fulfilling the mis-
sion of Indian Railways.
Apart from his Degree in
BTech along with vast
knowledge in construction
and maintenance of infra-
structure / assets, Sunkar
has completed his LLB
from Rani Durgavati
Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur
in 2005, Post Graduate
Diploma in Environment
and Sustainable
Development and also
having Post Graduate
Diploma in Disaster
Management from Indira
Gandhi National Open
University, Delhi.

Roop Narayan 
Sunkar, new GM ECoR

TI reaches village 
Kathia to meet villagers

Bemetara, Nov 08: 

Certificate of partici-
pation was given to
Kulbhushan Taram by
Chhattisgarh School
Games &Directorate of
Public Instruction
Raipur, Chhattisgarh for
his participation in the
team of Soft Ball Under-
19 Boys, 22nd State Level
School, Games 2022-23
from the Durg Zone of
Chhattisgarh. The team
got the first position in
the competition and re-
ceived the Gold Medal.
The games were organ-

ized in
R a i g a r h
from Nov

2-5. Dr.
S at ya j i t
H o t a ,

Principal pre-
sented his certifi-

cate of being a
State Champion to

him in the morning as-
sembly for inspiring him
and other aspirants of
sports from the school
and extended thanks to
his coach Kishan Mandle.

The students of the
school were inspired to
participate in the games
and sports with the en-
deavour of Kulbhushan
Taram. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal admired him to
participate in all the com-
petitions. All of the
teachers and students
praised Kulbhushan
Taram.

Shri Kamaljeet Arora,
Chairman, Shri Pushkal
Arora, Director and Shri
Sunil Sharma ,
Administrator congratu-
lated him.

Kulbhushan Taram is the
State Champion from Allons

Mungeli, Nov 08: 

Training cum
Deepawali Milan of
newly appointed head
masters was organized
in Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Stadium in
Mungeli-nagar. The
chief guest of the pro-
gram was the Minister
of Public Health,
Engineering and
Village Industries and
the Minister in charge
of the district, Guru
Rudrakumar.

The program was
presided over by
Thaneshwar Sahu,
Chairman, State
Backward Classes
Commission. President
Hemendra Goswami,
District Panchayat Vice
President Sanjit
Banerjee, President of
A d a r s h ? ? K r i s h i
Produce Market
Committee Atma Singh
Kshatriya, District
Panchayat member cou-
ple Jageshwari
Ghanshyam Verma,
senior citizens Rakesh
Patre and Sagar Singh
Bais also participated.
While congratulating

and congratulating the
newly appointed head
readers, the Minister
in-charge of the dis-
trict, Guru
Rudrakumar, said that
the role of teachers is
not only in building a
better future for the stu-
dents, but also they play
an important role in the
development of society,
state and nation. He
also announced to give
Rs. 5 lakh for Shikshak
Sadan.

Earlier in the train-
ing program, the
Assistant Program
Coordinator Ashok
Kashyap, District
Education Officer
Savita Rajput, Senior
Citizen Ruplal Kosare,
District Vice President
of Teachers
Association Baldau
Sahu, Provincial
General Secretary of
Teachers Association
Sanjay Upadhyay,
District of Joint
Teachers Association
President Mohan
L a h i r i , D i s t r i c t
Secretary of Teachers
Association, Poshan
Sahu and a large num-

Training cum Deepawali
Milan of newly appointed

HMs organized

Strict action to be taken against 
middlemen in paddy procurement: Collector
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People float miniature boats 
on Kartik Purnima

Bhubaneswar, Nov 08 (PTI) 

People of all ages
thronged water bodies
across Odisha on the occa-
sion of Kartik Purnima on
Tuesday and floated minia-
ture boats to commemorate
the ancient maritime histo-
ry of Kalinga.

Water bodies from ponds
to sea beaches wore a
colourful look as people
ranging from children to the
elderly observed the tradi-
tion of ‘Boita Bandana’ or
worship of boats on the oc-
casion.

They also placed lit ‘diyas’
(earthen lamps) and kept
betel leaves and nuts on the
miniature boats.

The annual ritual was ob-
served with much enthusi-
asm after two years sans
COVID restrictions.

Governor Ganeshi Lal
and Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik were among several
dignitaries who greeted peo-
ple.

As the day coincided with
lunar eclipse, people com-
pleted the rituals before 5.50
am in accordance with the
Hindu almanac.

Huge congregations were
seen at Gadagadia ghat of
Mahanadi river in Cuttack
and Bindu Sagar tank near
Shree Lingaraj temple in
Bhubaneswar.

The festival is also cele-
brated in a big way in Shree
Jagannath temple in Puri,
where the sibling deities
Lord Balabhadra, Goddess
Subhadra and Lord
Jagannath adorn golden at-

tire, also known as ‘Raja
Rajeswari Bhesa’.

The boat floating tradi-
tion celebrates the ancient
maritime history of Kalinga
when traders, called
‘Sadhabas’, used to embark
on voyages to islands in
southeast Asia as Java,
Sumatra and Bali for busi-
ness.

When the traders went on
a voyage, their family mem-
bers performed ‘Boita
Bandana’ for their safe re-
turn. “Even though traders
from Odisha no longer go on
voyages to other countries
on wind-powered boats,
Odias continue to celebrate
the spirit of Kalinga’s past
glory by symbolically float-
ing miniature boats on
water bodies,” Asit
Mohanty, a researcher of
Odisha’s culture and tradi-
tion, said.

Court acquits man of charges of voyeurism
New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI) 

A court here has acquit-
ted a man of the charges
of voyeurism and assault-
ing a woman with an in-
tent to disrobe her, observ-
ing that the case appeared
to be based on a premedi-
tated complaint without
any element of truth.

The court was hearing
a case against Babu Sahab
Rai, who was accused of
assaulting the com-
plainant with the inten-
tion of disrobing her, be-
sides capturing her im-
ages while she was
bathing between July 2012
and November 11, 2016.

According to the com-
plainant, Rai had also in-
sulted her modesty.

“It can conclusively be
held that the complainant
has failed to prove the
case against the accused
beyond reasonable doubt
and therefore, the accused
is acquitted of the of-
fences under sections
354B (assault or use of
criminal force to woman
with intent to disrobe

her), 354C (voyeurism)
and 509 (word, gesture or
act intended to insult the
modesty of a woman) of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC),” Metropolitan
Magistrate Alka Singh
said in a recent order.

The court said the com-
plainant had alleged that
Rai had assaulted her and
beaten her up on several
occasions, but no medical
records were submitted as
evidence.

Apart from the husband
of the complainant, no
other witness was exam-
ined by the prosecution,
the court said.

Further, it said there
was nothing on record to
substantiate the allega-
tion that Rai took pictures
of the complainant while
she was bathing and the
claims were merely
“empty and hollow oral
imputations”.

Noting that no such
photographs were re-
trieved by police, the
court said in the absence
of evidence, it would be
“highly unjustifiable to

hold the accused liable for
the alleged act of
voyeurism”.

It also said the com-
plainant’s role in the en-
tire sequence of events
appeared to be “dubious”.

“What is more bizarre
here is the fact that the
complainant admitted to
having written letters to
the accused, although
claiming it to be under
pressure, but such an
averment appears to be a
pretence...(and) a volition-
al act,” the court said.

Noting that the com-
plainant had first alleged
that she was raped by Rai
and later said the accused,
on various occasions, at-
tempted to rape her, the
court said her version
was “contradictory”.

“Thus, she herself was
not consistent and forth-
right in her assevera-
tions...and if it was in-
deed a case of rape then
again, no charges for the
said offence were pressed
against the accused at the
time,” the magistrate
said.

‘PM’s remark on CAA aimed at Guj, LS polls’
Kolkata, Nov 08 (PTI) 

Trinamool Congress
Tuesday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for his recent remarks on
CAA and said it is a hoax
aimed at creating a com-
munal narrative ahead of
the Gujarat assembly and
Lok Sabha polls.

TMC iterated that it will
never allow the implemen-
tation of the Act in West
Bengal.

TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said, “The
BJP tries to come up with
new tricks every time elec-
tions come up”.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Monday
said by giving citizenship
in Gujarat to persecuted
Sikh families from abroad
it has been underlined that
no matter where the Sikhs
may be, India is their
home.

As a tribute to the sacri-
fices made by the people of
Punjab The Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day has been started on

August 14, he said.
“We have also tried to

create a way to give citi-
zenship to the Hindu and
Sikh families affected by
the Partition by bringing
in the CAA,” he said.

Ghosh said those who
had come to India from
Pakistan and erstwhile
East Pakistan have al-
ready got their citizenship.

“This issue of CAA is a
complete hoax aimed at
fooling the people. Every
time there is an election,

BJP brings up this issue to
create a communal narra-
tive. This has become an
old trick.

“As Gujarat election is
now knocking at the door,
BJP is again trying to flare
up the issue. It should now
stop using such lies to cre-
ate narratives,” Ghosh,
who is also the TMC state
general secretary, said.

The Centre recently de-
cided to grant Indian citi-
zenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians who left
Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan and settled
in two districts of Gujarat
under the Citizenship Act,
1955.

“What citizenship is
BJP talking about? Those
who have come to India
post-partition, are they not
citizens of the country?
Will BJP now decide who
is a citizen and who is not?
The TMC will never allow
implementation of CAA in
West Bengal,” he said.

Reacting to Ghosh’s re-
mark, state BJP general

secretary Agnimitra Paul
said the party is known to
keep its promise and CAA
won’t be an exception.

“ BJP always keeps its
promise. The CAA too will
be implemented in West
Bengal,” she said.

The promise of imple-
menting the controversial
CAA had been a major poll
plank of the BJP in the
last Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls. The saf-
fron party’s leaders con-
sider it a plausible factor
that led to the rise of the
party in Bengal and had
helped it to bag all five
Matua-dominated Lok
Sabha seats in 2019, be-
sides at least 29 assembly
seats in 2021.

Matuas, who make up
for a large chunk of the
state’s Scheduled Caste
population, had been mi-
grating to West Bengal
from Bangladesh since the
1950s ostensibly due to re-
ligious persecution.

The Act came into being
in 2019 but the rule is yet to
be framed.

GUJARAT CAMPAIGN

Keshod (Guj), Nov 08 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday said the BJP has
ruled in Gujarat for 27
years and people should
now give a chance to his
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
for five years.

Holding roadshows in
Junagadh district on the
last day of his five-day
tour of the election-bound
state, he said he would not
ask for votes next time if
an AAP government did
not fulfil its promises.

“When we form a gov-
ernment in Gujarat, I will
take the responsibility of
your family as your broth-
er and a member of your
family. The first thing
needed to be done is to end
inflation. Neither the BJP
nor Congress talk about
inflation,” he told a gather-
ing at Keshod in the dis-

trict. The AAP govern-
ment will pay people’s
electricity bills, he said,
adding that in Delhi and
Punjab people get electric-
ity round-the-clock with
“zero bills”.

“I just have one request
to make. You have given
them (the BJP) 27 years,
give me five years. I am
only asking for five
years....if I do not work,
next time I will not come
to ask for a vote,” Kejriwal
said. He did not have
money to contest the elec-
tion and despite being the
chief Minister of Delhi for
seven years he has not
made a single penny, he
said. “I am an educated,
honest man who knows
how to build schools and
hospitals. If you want
dirty politics and hooli-
ganism, then go to them
(the BJP). If you want
schools and hospitals,

then come to me, I am an
engineer, I know how to
work,” Kejriwal further
said.

He has provided schools
in Delhi where the chil-
dren of both the rich and
the poor study together
and he will do the same in
Gujarat, he said.

An AAP government
will also construct hospi-
tals where people can
avail of free treatment, he
added. “No party talks
about schools, hospitals,
electricity, jobs. AAP is the
only party that does that,”
Kejriwal said.

Before Keshod, Kejriwal
held a roadshow in
Junagadh city. He was also
scheduled to take part in
another roadshow in
Mangrol later. He held
roadshows at several
places in the last five days
ahead of the next month’s
Assembly elections.

Cong leader Mohansinh Rathva
quits, joins BJP

Ahmedabad, Nov 08 (PTI) 

In a jolt to the opposition
Congress ahead of the
Assembly polls in Gujarat,
senior MLA Mohansinh
Rathva on Tuesday re-
signed as a party member
and legislator and joined
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

Rathva, 78, sent his res-
ignation letter to state
Congress chief Jagdish
Thakor.

A prominent tribal
leader, Rathva is a ten-
time Member of the
Legislative Assembly and
currently represents the
Chhota Udaipur (ST) con-
stituency in central
Gujarat. Before 2012, he
had represented Pavi-
Jetpur (ST) constituency
in the Chhota Udepur
district.

Recently, Rathva had
announced that he

would not seek a ticket
for the next month’s
Assembly elections but
wanted the party to field
his son Rajendrasinh
Rathva from his seat in-
stead.

Congress Rajya Sabha
MP Naran Rathva has
also reportedly sought a
ticket for his son from
the same seat.

Gujarat will vote in
two phases on December
1 and 5. The counting of

votes will be taken up on
December 8.

After sending his res-
ignation letter, Rathva
reached the Gujarat BJP
office in Ahmedabad
where he was inducted
into the party by state
general secretaries
Bhargav Bhatt and
Pradeepsinh Vaghela.

Rathva’s sons
Rajendrasinh and
Ranjitsinh also joined
the BJP at the function.

When asked if the BJP
will give him a ticket for
the Assembly polls,
Rathva claimed he is
“100 per cent” sure.

“However, I have not
sought a ticket. I am get-
ting old now. My son
Rajendrasinh is an engi-
neer. He is BE civil. He
was having a feeling that
we should join BJP,”
Rathva told reporters at
the BJP headquarters.

‘Anyone can lead Cong in HP’
Shimla, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Congress on Tuesday
said a new line of leadership
has emerged in Himachal
Pradesh and anyone can lead
the party after the assembly
election results are an-
nounced.

Claiming that the party
was headed towards a two-
thirds majority in the state,
Congress general secretary
Randeep Surjewala said Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
would have difficulty in win-
ning his own seat.

Commenting on the poten-
tial challenge being faced by
the Congress in the absence of
stalwart Virbhadra Singh,
who was a six-term chief min-
ister, Surjewala said change is

the law of nature. “A new line
of leadership has already
emerged in the Congress and
anyone can lead the party,” he
told reporters at a press con-
ference here. The Congress
general secretary said the
party was fighting the assem-
bly polls under a collective
leadership and the victory of

the party would be the victory
of each Congress person.

Asked about AICC general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra being the face of the
party in the elections in the
hill state, he said, “She is our
national leader and is spear-
heading the campaign. All
other senior leaders are cam-
paigning. Ours is a collective
leadership.” Asked about
Rahul Gandhi’s absence from
the poll campaign, Surjewala
said he will be here when
the Congress government
will be formed in Himachal
Pradesh. “Why is the BJP so
afraid of Rahul Gandhi?
Why is the BJP so afraid of
even Rahul Gandhi’s name
and his shadow?” he asked,
noting that “the very fact

that the BJP is so scared of
him proves the point”.

Asked about the BJP’s at-
tack on the Congress for
making promises without
considering its financial im-
plications, he said, “The
truth is that the pot is call-
ing the kettle black.”

“The Congress has the
economic wisdom, political
sensibilities and a sense of
proportionality. We know
how to run governments
and we have run govern-
ments in the past successful-
ly and we shall be able to
suitably implement our
promises and guarantees.
Those who are known as
‘jumlebaaz’ across the world
should stop giving ‘gyan’ to
us,” he said.

ADVANI B’DAY CELEBRATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets veteran BJP leader LK Advani on the 

latter’s birthday, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PREZ OFFERS PRAYERS

President Droupadi Murmu offers prayers to Guru Nanak Dev on the occasion of
Gurpurab, at President’s Bodyguard Regimental Gurudwara in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Set aside 
ii Bengaluru: A division

bench of the High
Court of Karnataka has
set aside an order of a
designated economic
court that ordered
blocking of @INCIndia
and @BharatJodo
Twitter handles calling
it “punitive action.”
The order is subject to
the Congress party re-
moving the offending
content before noon on
Wednesday.The
Congress agreed to re-
move the 45-second clip
that used the copyright-
ed song before noon on
Wednesday from all its
social media accounts.

Run over 
ii Anand: A 54-year-old

woman died after being
run over by the
Mumbai-bound semi
high-speed Vande
Bharat Express train
near Anand railway sta-
tion in Gujarat on
Tuesday, Railway Police
said. The victim, identi-
fied as Beatrice
Archibald Peter, was
crossing the track when
the accident took place
at 4.37 pm, said an offi-
cial here.

Holy dip 
ii Haridwar: Scores of

devotees took a holy
dip in the Ganga at
Har ki Pairi and other
ghats on Kartik
Purnima on Tuesday.
A ritual bath on
Kartik Purnima is
considered sacred as
Lord Vishnu is be-
lieved to have been
born on this day, said
astrologer Pandit
Manoj Tripathi.
Coinciding with the
year’s last lunar
eclipse, the day as-
sumes even greater
significance, he said.

Arrested
ii Indore: An employee of

a government hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore was arrested on
Tuesday for allegedly in-
dulging in unnatural sex
with a 25-year-old patient
at the facility, police said.
The incident had taken
place at the government-
run Maharaja
Yeshwantrao Hospital
(MYH), Sanyogitaganj
police station in-charge
Tehzeeb Qazi said.

Flesh trade 
i Thane: Two persons,

including an auto-rick-
shaw driver, have been
arrested for allegedly
pushing women into
flesh trade in Thane dis-
trict of Maharashtra,
police said on Tuesday.
A woman pushed into
flesh trade was rescued,
they said.

Decamp 
ii Hoshiarpur: A group

of armed miscreants
forcibly entered a
dera’ here on Tuesday
and decamped with Rs
20 lakh cash and some
documents, police
said. At least 45 people
carrying pistols and
some sharp-edged
weapons broke into
Dera Santgarh located
in Harkhowal village
in the early hours of
the day, said police.

A devotee takes a dip in
the holy ‘sarovar’ at
Gurudwara Bangla Sahib
on the occasion of the
553rd birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev, in New
Delhi, Tuesday. 

Randeep Surjewala

Assam witnesses year’s
last lunar eclipse

GGuuwwaahhaattii,,  NNoovv  0088  ((PPTTII))  Assam,
like several other parts of the
country, witnessed the year’s
last lunar eclipse on Tuesday.

As the time of the moonrise
in the state was later than that
of the start of the eclipse, the
initial phase of it was not visi-
ble here, Guwahati
Planetarium curator Babul
Bora said. “The lunar eclipse
began at 2.39 PM and the total
eclipse phase at 3.36 PM. But
the moonrise in Guwahati was
at 4.34 PM, hence the phenom-
enon was visible only after that
here,” he said.

“The total eclipse till 5.12
PM as well as the partial
eclipse till 6.19 PM was visible
from Guwahati,” he added.
Bora said the towns further
east of Guwahati, such as
Dibrugarh and Jorhat, wit-
nessed the eclipse for a longer
duration as the moon rose ear-
lier in those parts. He also said
that no special arrangements
were made for viewing the
event as a lunar eclipse can be
seen without any eye protec-
tive gear.

Kejriwal holds roadshows

Kunal Ghosh

To celebrate
Odisha’s maritime
history



JAISHANKAR AND LAVROV IN TALKS

Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, left, and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov talk to each

other after a joint news conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 8.
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Islamabad, Nov 08 (PTI):

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday condemned the as-
sassination attempt on for-
mer premier Imran Khan,
and demanded a “free, fair
and impartial” probe in the
case to “bring the facts for-
ward”. Khan, 70, suffered bul-
let injuries in the right leg on
November 3 when two gun-
men fired a volley of bullets
at him and others in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab
province, where he was lead-
ing a protest march against
the Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. “I was hit by 4 bullets,”
Khan said in his address to
the nation from a hospital in
Lahore on November 4, a day
after he was shot during a
rally in Punjab province.

Pakistan’s Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah has

repeatedly questioned the na-
ture of Khan’s injuries.

“I’d like to utter my con-
demnation [ ] absolutely
there needs to be free and fair
investigation. An attack on
the former prime minister or
anyone needs to be probed in
an impartial manner,”
Bilawal said in an interview
to CNN, adding that the in-
vestigation should be con-
ducted in a proper manner to
“bring the facts forward”.

Meanwhile, Fawad
Chaudhry, a former federal

minister and a senior leader
in Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party praised
Bilawal for giving a “ma-
ture statement” on the for-
mer cricketer-turned-politi-
cian. “Who can feel the pain
of terrorism more than
Bilawal,” he said, refer-
ring to the assassiation of
his mother and former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto during an election
rally in 2007. Chaudhry
also urged the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) chair-
man to release the de-
tained PTI workers in
Sindh “who were also just
demanding a free and fair
probe” into the attack on
Khan.

Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on
Tuesday registered an FIR
in the assassination at-
tempt on the PTI chief,

days after the incident, and
named the assailant Naveed

Mohammad Basheer, as the
prime accused in the case.

Bilawal demands ‘impartial’ probe into Imran Khan assassination attempt case

Kyiv, Nov 08 (AP):

Ukraine’s president has
hinted at the possibility of
peace talks with Russia, a
shift from his earlier re-
fusal to negotiate with
President Vladimir Putin
that came on the eve of
crucial elections in the
United States.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
urged the international
community late Monday
to “force Russia into real
peace talks” and listed his
usual conditions for dia-
logue: the return of all of
Ukraine’s occupied lands,
compensation for damage
caused by the war and the
prosecution of war
crimes. That is a change in

rhetoric at least from a
man who signed a decree
in late September stating
“the impossibility of hold-
ing talks” with Putin. But
since his preconditions ap-
pear to be non-starters for
Moscow, it’s hard to see
how that would advance
any talks. Western
weapons and aid have
been key to Ukraine’s abil-
ity to fight off Russia’s in-

vasion, which some ini-
tially expected would
more easily roll through
the country. But US
midterm elections
Tuesday will define the
amount and the shape of
Washington’s future politi-
cal and financial support
for Ukraine. If
Republicans win control of
Congress, it could become
more difficult for
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration to push for-
ward large packages of
military and other aid for
Ukraine. Russia and
Ukraine held several
rounds of talks in Belarus
and Turkey early on in the
war, which is now nearing
its nine-month mark.

Zelenskyy: Talks with Russia 
possible on Ukraine’s terms

London, Nov 08 (PTI):

Nearly one in six people
living in England and
Wales last year were born
outside the country and
Indians constituted the
largest chunk at 1.5 per
cent of residents, accord-
ing to latest statistics
based on the country’s
2021 census data.

The UK’s Office for
National Statistics (ONS)
found that India remained
the most common country
of birth outside of the UK
last year at 920,000 people,
followed by Poland at
743,000 people or 1.2 per
cent of residents and
Pakistan at 624,000 (1 per
cent).

“One in six usual resi-
dents of England and
Wales were born outside
the UK, an increase of 2.5
million since 2011, from 7.5
million (13.4 per cent) to 10

million (16.8 per cent),” the
ONS said in a release.

“India remained the
most common country of
birth outside the UK in
2021,” it said.

The top three countries
of birth outside the UK for
England and Wales re-
main unchanged as India,
Poland and Pakistan since
the last census 10 years
ago, with the numbers ris-
ing across all categories
India from 694,000, Poland
from 579,000 and Pakistan
from 482,000 in 2011.

The census data also
shows that Polish (760,000,
1.3 per cent), Romanian
(550,000, 0.9 per cent) and
Indian (369,000, 0.6 per
cent) were the three most
common non-UK pass-
ports held by residents in
England and Wales in
2021.

London remained the
region with both the

largest proportion of peo-
ple born outside the UK
and the largest proportion
of people with non-UK
passports.

In 2021, more than four
in 10 (40.6 per cent) usual
residents in London were
non-UK born, and more
than one in five (23.3 per
cent) had a non-UK pass-
port.

This is a marginal in-
crease since 2011, when
36.7 per cent of London
residents were non-UK
born and 21.0 per cent had
a non-UK passport.

The number of people
who listed Romania as
their country of birth
grew by 576 per cent since
the previous census, from
80,000 in 2011 to 539,000 in
2021 marking the highest
out of any country, driven
by working restrictions
for Romanian citizens
being lifted in 2014.

“The census paints a
picture of how the make-
up of the population has
changed in the past
decade. That decade, of
course, saw us leave the
EU as well as live with the
pandemic,” said Jon
Wroth-Smith, Census
Deputy Director.

“While these events
may have had an impact
on people’s decisions or
ability to migrate or travel
at a given time, the census
tells us about the change
over the whole decade
who was living here in
March 2021, compared
with March 2011. We can
see Romanians have been
a big driver in this change,
while there have also been
increases due to migra-
tion from India, Pakistan
and Poland, as well as
southern European coun-
tries such as Italy,” he
said.

Indians make up largest foreign-born 
residents in England and Wales: Census

Dubai, Nov 08 (AP):

Iran’s official news
agency said Monday that
the gunman who killed 13
people at a major Shiite
shrine last month was a
citizen of Tajikistan.

The militant Islamic
State group has claimed
responsibility for the Oct.
26 attack on Shah Cheragh
in the city of Shiraz, one of
Iran’s top five Shiite
shrines. But the govern-
ment has tried to blame
the attack on the largely
peaceful anti-government
protests, without offering
evidence.

Iran initially said 15
were killed in Shiraz but
later revised the number
to 13 over double-counting.

The report on IRNA
identified the gunman as
Sobhan Komrouni. He
died in a hospital in south-
ern Iran, days after the
Oct. 26 attack, from in-
juries sustained during
his arrest.

Citing Iran’s

Intelligence Ministry,
Monday’s report said the
gunman’s accomplice was
an Afghan citizen,
Mohammad Ramez
Rashidi. A third suspect,
from neighboring
Azerbaijan, was allegedly
the “main coordinator” of
the attack from Iran’s capi-
tal, Tehran, the report
said.

IRNA said authorities
have arrested 26 suspects
purportedly with links to
extremist groups over the
shrine attack, all reported-
ly nationals of Azerbaijan,
Tajikistan and
Afghanistan.

It said, without elaborat-
ing, that some of the sus-
pects were planning a sim-
ilar attack in the city of
Zahedan in the restive
southeastern province of
Sistan and Baluchestan,
the scene of the deadliest
unrest since the protests
began. Iran is embroiled
in weeks of anti-govern-
ment protests that erupted
after a 22-year-old Kurdish

woman, detained after al-
legedly violating the coun-
try’s strict dress code for
women, died in custody in
September.

On Monday, authorities
restricted access to Iran’s
beach soccer team when it
returned to the country
after defeating Brazil at
the International Beach
Soccer Cup in Dubai on
Sunday.

One of the players had
celebrated after scoring a
goal by mimicking a fe-
male protester cutting off
her hair, a gesture that ap-
peared to express support
for the demonstrations.

Iran’s football federation
threatened to punish play-
ers who had “disrespected
professional and sports
ethics,” citing a ban on on-
field political demonstra-
tions, without elaborating.

Last month, Iranian
rock climber Elnaz Rekabi
competed in South Korea
without wearing Iran’s
mandatory Islamic head-
scarf, known as the hijab,

a move that was widely in-
terpreted as expressing
support for the protests. A
huge crowd of supporters
gave her a hero’s welcome
at the airport.

In an interview with
state television upon her
return to Iran she said the
act was “unintentional,”
but it was unclear if she
spoke under duress.

The BBC’s Persian serv-
ice, which has extensive
contacts within Iran de-
spite being banned from
operating there, reported
that Iranian officials had
seized both Rekabi’s mo-
bile phone and passport,
and that her flight had
been moved up unexpect-
edly. The Iranian Embassy
in Seoul denied what it
said was “false news and
disinformation” regard-
ing Rekabi’s departure.

The International
Olympic Committee said it
received assurances from
Iranian officials that she
would not suffer any con-
sequences.

Gunman behind shrine attack was from Tajikistan: Iran

Los Angeles, Nov 08 (AP):

Chris Evans may have
put down Captain
America’s shield but he’s
got a new badge of honour:
he’s been named People
magazine’s Sexiest Man
Alive.

People’s selection was an-
nounced Monday night on
Stephen Colbert’s late night
show and on the magazine’s
website.

Evans, who for nearly a
decade played Captain
America in Marvel’s
sprawling superhero films,
takes the baton from anoth-
er Avenger, Paul Rudd.

“My mom will be so
happy,” he told the maga-
zine for its cover story,
which hits newsstands on
Friday. “She’s proud of
everything I do but this is
something she can really
brag about.” He also knows
that he’s likely to be teased
by close friends. “Really this

will just be a point of bully-
ing,” he joked in an inter-
view. “It’s ripe for harass-
ment.” Among those likely
to heckle him are co-stars
and previous Sexiest Man
Alive winners like Rudd,
Ryan Reynolds and Chris
Hemsworth. (Hemsworth,
who plays Thor in the
Marvel films, was the first
Avenger to win People’s an-
nual honour, which was
first handed out to Mel
Gibson in 1985.) Other past

honourees include John
Legend, Dwayne Johnson,
Idris Elba, Adam Levine,
Richard Gere, Channing
Tatum and David Beckham.

People interviewed
Evans, 41, at a Georgia
farmhouse, where the actor
talked about finding a better
work-life balance. “The
most enjoyable aspect of my
career right now is feeling
secure enough to take my
foot off the gas,” he said.

Evans’ first film role
came in 2000’s “The New
Comers” and he played su-
perhero Johnny Storm in
two “Fantastic Four” films
released in 2005 and 2007.
But he gained widespread
fame in 2011 with the re-
lease of “Captain America:
The First Avenger”.

Since then, he’s played
the wholesome superhero
in 10 Marvel films, laying
down his shield after saving
the universe in “Avengers:
Endgame” in 2019.

Chris Evans named Sexiest Man
Alive by People magazine

London/Islamabad, Nov 08 (PTI):

A supporter of former
Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan has spray
painted on the wall of the
building here where
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharif ’s son
Hussain has an office, in
an act that constitutes
“criminal vandalism”
under law in the UK.

On Monday evening, a
British Pakistani support-
er of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf ’s (PTI) Chairman
Khan, posted a photo on
Twitter where he was seen
standing against the
boundary wall of
Stanhope House, which
was spray painted with the
words: “You can’t kill IK
chor”.

The phrase is being con-
strued by many on social

media as being targeted at
the Sharifs. The slogan ap-
peared just days after
Khan was shot and injured
at his rally in Wazirabad.

Khan has repeatedly al-
leged that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the
younger brother of Nawaz
Sharif, is among the three
people who plotted to as-
sassinate him. Shehbaz
Sharif has dismissed
Khan’s allegations.

Khan, 70, suffered bullet
injuries in the leg on
Thursday when two gun-
men fired a volley of bul-
lets at him while leading a
protest march against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. He underwent suc-
cessful surgery and has
now been shifted to a pri-
vate residence in Lahore.

Ali is routinely seen out-
side Avenfield House and
Stanhope House, shouting

anti-Nawaz slogans, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed.

Some Twitter users
praised Ali, however, oth-
ers pointed out that his ac-
tion falls under criminal
vandalism in the UK.
Under the Criminal
Damage Act 1971, a person
caught doing graffiti can
face a prison sentence of
up to ten years or a fine if
the damage costs more
than 5,000 pounds.

If the damage caused is
less than 5,000 pounds, an
offender could face three
months in prison or a fine
of 2,500 pounds. Offenders
can also be prosecuted
under the Anti-Social
Behaviour Act, of 2003.

However, there was no
word on whether a com-
plaint or charges had been
filed. Nawaz Sharif, 72,
who was convicted in the

Avenfield properties case
and sentenced to ten years
in prison, has been in
London since November
2019 after arriving there
for a medical emergency.

His sons, Hassan Nawaz
and Hussain Nawaz who
live in London, were de-
clared as ‘absconders’ by a
Pakistani court after they
failed to appear in any of
the three corruption cases
lodged against them along
with their father after a
Supreme Court decision in
July 2017.

Sharif was disqualified
as prime minister in July
2017 by the Supreme Court
following a challenge to
his office by cricketer-
turned-politician Imran
Khan on the basis of the
publication of the Panama
Papers, which alleged that
the Sharif family stashed
away assets in London.

Imran Khan’s supporter spray paints 
outside Sharifs’ office in London

Sharm-el-Sheikh, Nov 08 (AP):

World leaders are mak-
ing the case for tougher
action to tackle global
warming Tuesday, as this
year’s international cli-
mate talks in Egypt heard
growing calls for fossil
fuel companies to help
pay for the damage they
have helped cause to the
planet.

United Nations chief
Antonio Guterres warned
Monday that humanity
was on “a highway to cli-
mate hell with our foot on
the accelerator,” urging
countries to “cooperate or
perish.”

He and leaders such as
Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley said it was time to make fossil fuel companies contribute to

funds which would pro-
vide vulnerable countries
with financial aid for the
climate-related losses
they are suffering.

The idea of a windfall
tax on carbon profits has
gained traction in recent
months amid sky-high
earnings for oil and gas
majors even as consumers
struggle to pay the cost of
heating their homes and
filling their cars.

The U.S. mid-term elec-
tions were hanging over
the talks Tuesday, with
many environmental
campaigners worried that
defeat for the Democrats
could make it harder for
President Joe Biden to
pursue his ambitious cli-
mate agenda.

Leaders push for climate
action, fossil tax at UN talks

Egyptian member of parliament Amr Darwish (C) is es-
corted outside by United Nations security during a press
conference hosted by the Global Campaign to Demand
Climate Justice and attended by Sanaa Seif, sister of im-
prisoned British-Egyptian activist Alaa Abdel Fattah, on
the sidelines of the COP27 climate conference in Egypt’s
Red Sea resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh on November 8.
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AAP’s appeasement

Arvind Kejriwal’s running-
with-the-hare-and-hunting-
with-the-hounds approach is
adversely impacting the
health of the citizens of
north India. The Punjab
Government’s inaction
against errant farmers who
are burning stubble may ap-
pease the small section of the
farmers’ fraternity, but grow-
ing resentment and backlash
against the AAP for the
alarming pollution levels
cannot be wished away by it
when it is trying to spread its
wings across India. The BJP,
which is pulling out all stops
to clip its wings, shall contin-
ue to confront the AAP on
the pollution front in Delhi
and the adjoining areas.
Seemingly, the AAP is trying
to punch above its weight
and the mandate for gover-
nance in Delhi and Punjab is
being frittered away.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

People will decide
Every person and party in
any contest puts their best
foot forward. Economic and
emotional ties forge life
force as an organic whole in
society. Gujarat is not the
sole example of this phe-
nomenon. Other states have
shown this proclivity many
a time. Right-wing or left-
wing politics has nothing to
do with the masses. These
terms are intellectuals’ ac-
robatics to which the elec-
toral outcomes are immune.
People in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat have
their own immediate con-
cerns to attend to, and that
will decide the fate of the
political parties and indi-
viduals.

DV Sharma, by mail

An Environment savvy
At negotiations on halting
global warming recently in
Egypt, UN chief Antonio
Guterres sentence that hu-
manity must “cooperate or
perish” in the face of escalat-
ing climate change repercus-
sions was a truly an environ-
ment savvy.Its true that globe
is currently engaged in the
struggle of our life,amid a bar-
rage of geopolitical catastro-
phes, including the Covid pan-
demic, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and weather ex-
tremes that are destroying
economies and upending in-
ternational relations.
Guterres describes global
warming as “It’s either a
Collective Suicide Pact or a
Climate Solidarity Pact”.Its
imperative that the deal be-
tween rich countries and
emerging economies that
would aim to reduce emis-
sions and keep the tempera-
ture rise to the more ambi-
tious as per Paris Agreement
target of 1.5 degrees Celsius in
this era.We are  definitely on a
highway to climatic hell with
our foot still on the accelerator.

Vijaykumar H K,Raichur 
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President Droupadi Murmu offers prayers to Guru Nanak Dev on the occasion of Gurpurab, at President’s Bodyguard
Regimental Gurudwara in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 8.

MURMU OFFERS PRAYERS

The talks on tackling climate change in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt) is
being held at a time when the planet appears to be heading toward
irreversible “climate chaos” unless countries find a way to put the
world back on track to cut emissions and help poor countries cope
with the impacts of  global warming. Envoys from around the globe
have descended on the Egyptian seaside resort for talks on tackling
climate change, which come as the world also grapples with multi-
ple crises, including the war in Ukraine, high inflation, food short-
ages and an energy crunch.  More  than  40,000  participants  have
been registered for this year’s talks, reflecting the sense of urgency
as major weather events around the world impact many people and
cost billions of dollars in repairs. Over 120 world leaders will attend,
many of them speaking ata high-level event. But many top figures,
including China’s  President  Xi  Jinping  and  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi of India, were not planning to come, casting doubt
on whether the talks in Egypt could result in any major deals to cut
emissions without these two countries. Unlike the previous climate
summit in Glasgow last year, the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting is not
expected to produce headline-grabbing outcomes. But there are
important matters to be taken care of, nonetheless. Rights groups
criticised Egypt for restricting protests and stepping up surveillance
during the summit. New York-based Human Rights Watch, citing
Egyptian media, said authorities had also arrested dozens of people
for calling for protests. It’s a fact that the talks are being overshad-
owed by Russia’s attack on Ukraine that has triggered political and
economic upheaval around the world. But 2022 must not become a
lost year for climate protection. For many states, it’s about the sur-
vival of their population and their culture. For them, the climate cri-
sis remains the most important security issue, not Russia’s war in
Europe. Germany has said that it was willing to show solidarity with
poor countries, including on the thorny issue of compensation for
losses resulting from climate change caused by rich countries’ emis-
sions. Smaller countries have for long been arguing that they are
suffering for no fault  of  theirs.  While  their  contribution  to  glob-
al emissions are meagre, they face the worst impacts of climate
change. The consequences of the war on global climate action is not
the only thing on the top of the minds of climate negotiators. This
year has seen unprecedented climate disasters — a historic heat
wave in Europe, the worst flooding ever in Pakistan, and a wave of
droughts and floods in several parts of the world. The pre-monsoon
period was exceptionally hot in India and Pakistan. Pakistan had its
hottest March and April on record. The heat caused a decline in crop
yields. This combined with the banning of wheat exports and restric-
tions on rice exports in India are threatening the international food
markets and posing risks to countries already affected by shortages
of staple foods. Record-breaking rain in July and August led to
extensive flooding in Pakistan. There were at least 1,700 deaths and
33 million people affected while 7.9 million people were displaced.
India also reported significant flooding at various stages during the
monsoon season, particularly in the northeast in June. Around 700
people died due to floods and landslides, and another 900 from light-
ning. Floods also triggered 6,63,000 displacements in Assam. In any
case, it’s an important COP, politically as Pakistan is the chair of
Group of 77, Indonesia is head of the G20, and India is the next chair.
It could be a big moment for South Asia.

II t is a matter of deep satisfaction
for all citizens that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has amidst
his enormous responsibilities of han-
dling international relations, issues
of economic development and the
challenges of national security,
found time to address matters per-
taining to national cohesion and
internal stability at the strategic
level and take the initiative of
spelling out measures that would
help to get the states and the Centre
on the same grid on non-political
aspects of governance in the interest
of national unity and in furtherance
of ‘cooperative federalism.
Addressing a conference of Chief
Ministers, Home Secretaries, DGPs,
heads of CPOs and CPMFs organized
by the Ministry of Home Affairs at
Surajkund in Haryana on October 28
for an exchange of ideas on techno-
logical advancement for policing in
the country, Prime Minister Modi
invited attention to the need for
sending out the message that the
police have the same duty towards
the citizens across the country and
considering adoption of a common
uniform by all states to achieve the
objective of ‘one nation one police
uniform’. Just as the IPS uniform is
the same everywhere, officers and
men of the state police could wear
the same uniform with the insignia
of the state on their shoulders. The
BPR&D has already worked out well-
researched designs of uniforms

catering to weather conditions and
physical comfort and carrying the
institutional sign POLICE printed at
the back to distinguish the officer
from any other liveried personnel.
The functional stamp of a common
uniform upgrades the police as a
Constitutional entity performing
perhaps the most important duty of
the State of protecting the citizens
against lawless elements. A common
uniform fits in with the philosophy of
policing in a democratic country.
India as the largest democracy in the
world runs on the classic concept of
equality rooted in ‘one man one
vote’, provides equal opportunities
to all and ensures the same protec-
tion of law to the citizens. The last of
these three most important funda-
mental rights - political, economic
and security related - is almost
entirely looked after by the police.
The Constitution of India rightly con-
fers the responsibility of maintaining
law & order and taking legal action
against lawbreakers in the states
because this function is best per-
formed closer to the ground through
decentralization. There cannot be
different standards in the perform-
ance of the police, however, and just
as citizens can move to and work in
any part of India they also look for-
ward to being served by the police
machinery of India at the same level
of efficiency everywhere. Uniformity
of appearance will add to the confi-
dence of the people in police across
the length and breadth of the coun-
try and also inculcate in policemen a
higher sense of commitment
towards a national duty. It does not
detract from the administrative con-
trol of the police or the autonomy
about deploying the personnel that
was totally vested in the states. The
Prime Minister’s idea about the uni-
formity of the dress for policemen
reflects his high-level thinking on
crucial matters of national impor-
tance. To the extent, the police

implement the sovereign function of
preventing violence and investigat-
ing a cognizable crime, any initiative
that helps to improve that function is
in the national interest as law &
order management like security is
above party politics. Chinese drones
have reportedly been used by
Pakistan for its covert operations in
Kashmir and Punjab. The two adver-
saries are also working together in
building anti-India narratives within
the country and abroad and collud-
ing at international forums against
this country. The upshot of all of this
is the rising importance of local
Intelligence and the emergence of
the role of state Police as the first
responder to threats to internal
security. The function of Policing
thus goes beyond the maintenance
of law & order to the safeguarding of
national security and it is therefore
crucial that Central agencies had
complete functional coordination
with state and district Police and
acted as a guiding hand for the latter
in matters of handling security. ‘One
nation one police uniform’ is con-
ducive to this new function of the
police that was transnational by its
very nature. In the fitness of things,
the funding of police ‘modernization’
schemes by the Centre should be
devoted to the strengthening of
police communications, mobility in
identified ‘sensitive’ districts and
special training of selected officers
of police stations in counter-
Intelligence. A reason why the police
have generally not performed as well
as they should have in the areas of
crime prevention and maintenance
of order is the politician-bureaucrat-
criminal nexus that was continuing
to operate in many places and in
many ways.  The Central Vigilance
Commission which now has a func-
tional link with state vigilance organ-
izations as a national guide would do
well to scan the state police more
closely for any stark professional

failures on the latter’s part to stand
up to this unholy alliance of people in
governance. There is a general
weakening of supervision in the
police which should not be put up
with - considering the procedural
law that lays down that every senior
officer in the field would be deemed
to be the Station House Officer of all
police stations in his or her jurisdic-
tion. One feature of the functioning
of the Army that police needed to
emulate was to hold the supervisory
officer - in a case of serious derelic-
tion of duty by a policeman - implic-
itly responsible too unless cleared by
the enquiry. The power that the law
gives to even a police constable
makes the function of supervision
doubly important in Indian condi-
tions.  The Centre’s legitimate
authority of keeping track of the per-
formance of IPS officers even after
their allocation to states needs to be
exercised more effectively to get the
leadership of the state Police to
measure up to the responsibility of
exercising close supervision down
the line. In the final analysis, Prime
Minister Modi’s brilliant idea shared
by him at the Home Minister’s
Chintan Shivir (Ideation camp) at
Surajkund will serve the purpose of
promoting national unity, ensuring
uniformity of governance throughout
the country and putting the concept
of ‘cooperative federalism’ on a
deeper footing. 

With so much of the responsibility
of safeguarding internal security
falling on the shoulders of police, it
would be advisable to deliberate on
this important aspect of policing at
the annual conference of DGPs
chaired by Director IB and evolve a
consensus also on ‘one nation, one
police uniform’ that would enhance
the pan-India spirit needed for this
new role of policemen across the
country.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr
IInntteelllliiggeennccee  BBuurreeaauu))..

OO n the sandy banks of the
Indus River, which flows top

to toe through Pakistan and into
its southern Sindh province,
Hindus waited for brightly
coloured boats to ferry them to a
peaceful island that has housed a
temple for almost 200 years.
Cheers rang out across the water
as the marble and sandalwood
Sadhu Bela temple complex
heaved into view. “Long live Sadhu
Bela!” the boat’s passengers
cried. The temple attracts tens of
thousands of Hindus from within
Muslim-majority Pakistan every
year for festivals and rituals,
including the recent celebrations
of Diwali. The island was gifted to
the Hindu community by wealthy
Muslim landlords in Sindh two
centuries ago. It would have been
an unthinkable act in modern-day
Pakistan, where Hindus are often
marginalised, persecuted, and
even killed. Around 4 million
Hindus live in Pakistan, or about
1.9 per cent of the country’s popu-
lation, and 1.4 million are in Sindh.
There is no ban on Hindu worship
in Pakistan, but Hindus say openly
practicing the faith is not a matter
of routine. Decades of political

hostility between India and
Pakistan present a challenge for
the minority community, as many
in Pakistan equate Hindus with
India. The reverse exists in India
where Muslims complain of dis-
crimination. But the landscape of
Pakistan, and Sindh in particular,
retains their imprint. It has tem-
ples, although their numbers have
plummeted. There are Hindu-run
businesses as well as education
and healthcare institutions, many
established before the country
was created in 1947. They are part
of Pakistan’s heritage, even as
Hindus are forced into the shad-
ows. As Sadhu Bela came alive
with the delight of devotees
exploring the courtyards and gar-
dens, Dewan Chand Chawla, a
local politician and general secre-
tary of the Pakistan Hindu Temple
Management Committee, spoke
proudly of the temple’s origins
and features. The shrine, which
celebrates its bicentennial in 2023,
was built by craftsmen from the
Indian city of Jodhpur and reflects
the architectural style of the Taj
Mahal. “A large part of the Hindu
population migrated to India after
Pakistan came into being, but

those who stayed here are happy
and prosperous,” Chawla said,
keen to stress the harmonious
relationship between the Muslim
majority and Hindu minority. “I am
thankful to the Muslim community
of Pakistan, which fully supports
us on all occasions. We follow the
law and we are supported by the
government.” His assertion about
a happy and prosperous Hindu
community is not the majority
view, however. Rights groups have
long alleged that Pakistan is not
doing enough to protect Hindus’
freedom of religion and belief.
They cite temple desecrations,
attacks on businesses, homes, and
individuals and the abduction,
forced conversion, and forced
marriage of young Hindu women.
Chawla is not the only politician to
emphasise an image of religious
coexistence in Pakistan. “Most of
the Hindu population of the coun-
try live in Sindh province satisfac-
torily, peacefully and without any
fear or threat,” said Waqar Mahdi,
a senior advisor to Sindh’s chief
minister. Mahdi said provincial
officials have prioritized protect-
ing the rights of minorities like
Hindus and Christians. But Zahida

Rehman Jatt, a University of Sindh
lecturer in anthropology and
social sciences, said there has
been a surge in discrimination and
marginalization of Hindus because
of rising extremism and funda-
mentalism in the country. This
intolerance risks undermining
Pakistan’s ties to its Hindu her-
itage, she said. “It’s sad because
their (Hindus’) contribution is
huge to Pakistan,” she said. “Most
Pakistanis are not aware of the
importance of Hindu heritage or
the contribution that Hindus and
Sikhs made for the betterment of
Pakistani society.” Some Hindu-
founded institutions had their
names changed after Pakistan
was created, she said, citing
Hyderabad’s Kundan Mal Girls’
School as an example. It was
founded in 1914 by Hindu philan-
thropist Saith Kundan Mal, but is
now known as Jamia Arabia Girls
School. Such changes are one rea-
son why Pakistanis don’t know
about the contribution of minority
faiths, she said. Other institutions
still bear the names of their Hindu
benefactors, including a red brick
college and two hospitals in the
city Shikarpur, around 35 kilome-

ters from Sukkur. On the first
night of Diwali, one of the most
important festivals in Hinduism,
clay lamps subtly illuminated
doorways and windowsills in
Shikarpur. But there were no elab-
orate light displays or street fes-
tivities, and traditional Diwali fire-
cracker fun took place away from
the public gaze. The city of about
200,000 people has a rich Hindu
history and traditions, now gradu-
ally fading. One of the keepers of
that history can be found in a vast
courtyard off a side road. On a
recent day in late October, sweet
shop owner Dewan Narain Das, 67,
enjoyed the cool air. Vats of food
bubbled away, children ran and
played outdoors, and people gath-
ered to exchange Diwali gifts and
good wishes on the holy occasion.
His family has owned a business
in Shikarpur since the late 19th
century. It started as a soft drink
store and, after partition, became
a sweet shop. It is famous in the
city for falooda, an ice-cream-
based dessert with noodles. Das is
so well-known in the city that it is
easy to find him just by asking for
“Dewan Sahib, who owns the
falooda shop.”

In Pakistan’s Sindh province, Hindu culture fights the odds
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Central Vigilance Commission is celebrating Vigilance Awareness
Week and PM Modi actively attended the function at New Delhi
with a clear cut message to deal strictly with the corrupt without
any fear, interference or influence despite hue and cry by those
who are in line of fire now to derail CVC efforts to clean the sys-
tem. Factually cancer of corruption is nothing new but prevalent
for ages now, perpetuated not overnight but spreading like a wild-
fire engulfing each and every sphere of our life. The mere presence
of corruption means destruction of society and nation as a corrupt
society can never stand for nation, typically immoral with least
fear of law, abuse of power for personnel gain. Bribery, extortion,
fraud, embezzlement, misuse of public funds, cronyism and influ-
encing decisions are all different faces of corruption. It is impor-
tant to mention here that Indian economy was more or less under
socialist regime ever since independence with Government run
institutions running the show and polices drafted to suite and
favour themselves with practically no competition , creating virtu-
al scarcity and then using corrupt practices in guise of red tapism,
licenses and what not were prevalent. With liberalisation of 80s,
this virtual control was partially removed but then corruption
came in shape of tendering process to award national resources
like setting up different manufacturing plants, mobile spec-
trum(2G-3G), coal auctions to name a few. Present regime has
changed the game and applecart of corruption is right now on
shaky ground, not weeded out but gasping to survive. CVC has
unbridled powers parallel to judicial system in place as such pun-
ishing the guilty should not be a difficult task. Rules and regula-
tions are quite clear even to appoint CVOs in various offices. It is
not only important to detect and punish the corrupt, focus is not
only to hunt the guilty but put preventive measures well in place
as such roles of CVC is preventive as well as punitive. Annual prop-
erty returns, bank transactions of officials, benami transactions
and an eye on relatives getting employed in private firms as quid
pro are the things to be consistently watched for. As far as puni-
tive role, CVC has to ensure all witnesses, documents and adher-
ence to due procedures so that culprit doesn’t go scot-free. Each
and every case has to be an exemplary one, a deterrent for others
with visible consequences of corrupt practices. Generally CVOs
are appointed from within the department and in majority of
cases, it is a common practice among departments to delay the
proceedings, create nonexistent smoke screens for investigators,
pressure from various quarters, unions of concerned organisations
interfering thereby influencing the outcome of complaints.
Numerous pending cases by complainants all over country are tes-
timony that system put up by CVC is not fool proof. Keeping in
view of all this CVC has to look into various corrective measures to
checkmate corrupt practices in official circles. Strategies are
being constantly made, Government is putting sincere efforts but
everyone has to contribute on its own to check this menace of cor-
ruption. Onus is with CVC to deliver without any interference, prej-
udice or deliberate intentions. However, administrations’ resolve is
an assurance that we are moving in right direction and will suc-
ceed in our efforts one day.

CVC’s fight 
against  corruption

Law & order management is a national requirement

UN climate talks amid 
grim scenario

DC PATHAK
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Elected

New Delhi: Global in-
dustry body GSMA
has elected Bharti
Airtel Group CEO
Gopal Vittal as deputy
chair of its board for a
two-year term begin-
ning January 1, the
telecom operator said
on Monday. Telefonica
Group CEO Jose
Maria Alvarez-Pallete
Lopez continues to be
the chair of the
GSMA board. "The
GSMA has elected
new members of the
GSMA Board of
Directors for a two-
year term beginning 1
January 2023 through
31 December 2024. The
GSMA Board elected
Gopal Vittal, CEO of
Bharti Airtel Group,
as Deputy Chair,"
Airtel said in a state-
ment. Bharti
Enterprises founder
and chairman Sunil
Mittal has served as
GSMA Chairman
from January 2017 to
December 2018.

Appointment
New Delhi: State-
owned Union Bank of
India on Monday said
the government has
appointed Srinivasan
Varadarajan as non-
executive chairman of
the bank for three
years with immediate
effect. The central gov-
ernment vide its noti-
fication dated
November 7, 2022 has
appointed
Varadarajan as part-
time non-official di-
rector as well as non-
executive chairman of
the bank for a period
of three years or until
further orders,
whichever is earlier,
the bank said in a reg-
ulatory filing. He has
more than three
decades of experience
in banking and finan-
cial services.
Varadarajan last
served as the deputy
managing director of
Axis Bank before set-
ting up his own advi-
sory practice in 2019.

GST regime

New Delhi: Tamil
Nadu Finance
Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan on
Monday said there is
room for improve-
ment in the function-
ing of the GST
regime. Speaking at
the TIOL Tax
Congress, 2022, he said
there are "sincere con-
cerns" on whether the
Goods and Services
Tax (GST) is moving
to its best possible
state by dedicating
right amount of re-
sources, human and
technology as well as
data analytics. "I must
say there is still a lot of
room for improve-
ment I have no politi-
cal or personal com-
plaints about how the
GST Council func-
tions but I do think
that we could be im-
plementing this a lot
better with a lot more
resources and a lot
more diligence and at-
tention than we spend
today," he said. Thiaga
Rajan said that even
though the Council is
supposed to meet
every three months, it
does not meet every
three months.

Kolkata, Nov 08: 

Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA) to the gov-
ernment V Anantha
Nageswaran said that
India is in a stable situa-
tion and the growth mo-
mentum is good despite
the multiple crises taking
place simultaneously and
getting entangled with
each other. Speaking at the
annual session of the
Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) virtually,
the CEA said that the
world is passing through a
'polycrisis', which is multi-
ple crises of high inflation,
tightening of monetary
policy, high interest rates,
slowdown in China which
affected global supply
chain, and the Russia-
Ukraine war.

"The challenges that the

country is facing are un-
precedented since World
War II. But India is in a
stable situation and the
growth momentum is
good. India will have a
growth rate of 6.5 per cent
to seven per cent in 2022-
23, which is considered to
be good despite a high in-
flation rate of 7.4 per cent,"
he said. Nageswaran said
that what India needs at
the moment is to maintain

macroeconomic stability,
augment foreign exchange
reserves and their judi-
cious use, and finance the
trade deficit due to high
imports of crude oil.

"Financing the trade
deficit is a challenge for
the country caused by
high crude imports. The
flow of FDI is steady while
portfolio investments have
become volatile as the
USD is becoming attrac-
tive due to high interest
rates in the United States,"
he added.

The CEA said that al-
though India has become
the fifth-largest economy
in the world, the country's
per capita income needs to
increase.

Nageswaran said there
are signs of recovery of
employment in the formal
sector and there are indi-

cations that investments
are picking up.

"The balance sheets of
banks and corporates look
better and trimmed and
not bloated," he said
adding that NPAs of
lenders has also declined.
The banks are lending now
and credit is rising at 17
per cent, Nageswaran said.
He said that in the immedi-
ate past, the MSME sector
had been given targeted
support in the form of
credit guarantees, while
several government
schemes like the PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana ensured so-
cial stability in the coun-
try. Nageswaran said pri-
vatisation has come back
into the lexicon of policy-
makers after 20 years.
"Privatisation has come
back into the policy frame-
work after 20 years.

India in stable economic
situation, growth

momentum is good: CEA
New Delhi, Nov 08:  

To increase India's cotton
productivity, supply of good
quality seeds is the need of
the hour and requires some
concrete action from relat-
ed ministries on a war foot-
ing, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal has said. He also
stressed the need to intro-
duce advanced technologies
related to high-yielding cot-
ton seeds and innovative
agronomy, such as high-
density planting systems, to
enhance the productivity of
cotton.

Goyal called upon the tex-
tile industry to self-regulate
towards branding and certi-
fying Indian cotton 'Kasturi'
and assured that the gov-
ernment will support the
initiative with funds match-
ing the industry contribu-
tion. The textiles minister
held the third interactive
meeting with the Textile
Advisory Group (TAG) on
Monday. He also empha-
sised the strengthening
testing facility needed to
conform to Kasturi stan-

dards, DNA testing and
traceability. Goyal assured
that adequate modern test-
ing facilities would be creat-
ed through the Bureau of
Indian Standards and
Textile Research
Associations. He appreciat-
ed the action taken by the
industry and its nominated
body to work on the quality,
traceability and branding
of Kasturi Cotton.

The minister pointed out
that the quality of Indian
cotton fibre is paramount,
therefore implementation
of cotton bales quality con-
trol order under the BIS
Act 2016 is a must for the
standardisation of cotton
bales. Chairing the meet-

ing, Goyal reviewed the ac-
tions initiated subsequent
to the last interactive meet-
ing held in New Delhi. A
holistic plan for increasing
cotton productivity was
presented by ICAR-Central
Institute for Cotton
Research - (CICR), Nagpur,
for improving cotton pro-
ductivity through a farmer
awareness programme,
HDPS and global best farm
practices. He urged that
the textile industry and in-
dustry associations should
join hands to promote
handheld kapas plucker
machines.

"The Confederation of
Indian Textile Industry
(CITI) will take up this
project in mission mode
with distribution support
from Cotton Corporation of
India Ltd. Industry
Associations and Industry
leaders together agreed to
fund 75,000 handheld kapas
plucker machines.
Additionally, FPOs may be
actively involved to em-
power cotton farmers," the
textile ministry said.

Need good quality cotton seeds
to boost productivity: Goyal

New Delhi, Nov 08: 

The new business pre-
mium income of India's
life insurance companies
rose by 15.3 per cent to Rs
24,916.58 crore in October
2022, data from the Life
Insurance Council
showed. All the 24 life in-
surers had a collective
new business premium
income of Rs 21,606.25
crore in the same month a
year ago (October 2021).
LIC -- the only state-
owned and the largest life
insurer in the country --
recorded 18 per cent rise
in its new business premi-
um at Rs 15,920.13 crore

during the month, as
against Rs 13,500.78 crore
a year ago.

The rest 23 players in
the private sector wit-
nessed their combined
new business premium in-
creasing by 11 per cent to
Rs 8,996.45 crore, as
against Rs 8,105.46 crore
in October 2021. On a cu-
mulative basis, all the 24
players registered 35 per
cent increase in new busi-
ness premium income
during April-October peri-
od of 2022-23 at Rs
2,06,893.51 crore as against
Rs 1,53,588.14 crore in the
same period of 2021-22, as
per the data.

Life insurers register 15 pc
rise in new biz premium at

Rs 24,916 cr in Oct
Mumbai, Nov 08: 

Higher raw material and
logistics costs could dent
profit margins of apparel
exporters this year, accord-
ing to a report.

Domestic rating agency
Icra said there has been a
sharp surge in yarn prices
since September 2020,
which has touched an all-
time high during May-June
this year. "We expect large-
mid-scale apparel exporting
companies to report a
healthy growth in revenues
in FY'23. While high realisa-
tions are expected to sup-
port the revenue growth for
the year, higher raw materi-

al and logistics costs could
dent apparel exporters'
profitability for the year,"
Icra Senior Vice President
and Group Head, Corporate
Sector Ratings, Jayanta Roy
said. The report also said
apparel exporters are likely
to witness 14-15 per cent
revenue growth this fiscal.
About demand, Icra stated
that it has remained en-
couraging so far. Citing ex-
amples, it said apparel im-
ports by the European
Union and the US, which
account for 55 per cent of
the global apparel trade,
grew by 20 per cent year-on-
year in the first five months
of 2022.

High costs can dent 
profitability of apparel

exporters in FY23: ReportMandla/Jabalpur , Nov 08:

Union Minister of Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari  said a new
technique will be
launched in the next two
to three months under
which crop stubble will be
used to prepare bio-bitu-
men at farmlands using a
tractor-mounted machine.
He said farmers have the
capacity to expand their
role beyond being food-
grain producers and they
can become manufactures
of bio-bitumen which can
be used in construction of
roads. "I have introduced a
new technique which we
will be launching in two to
three months under which

tractor-mounted unit will
go to farmers' land to
make bio-bitumen with
'parali' (crop straws that
remain after grains such
as rice & wheat have been
harvested) which will be
used for construction of
roads," Gadkari said. The
Union minister was ad-
dressing a programme or-
ganised to lay foundation

stones of road projects
worth Rs 1,261 crore in the
tribal Mandla district
(part of Jabalpur division)
of Madhya Pradesh. He
spoke about the changing
role of farmers. "I have
been saying for a long time
that farmers of the coun-
try are capable of produc-
ing power. Our farmers
should not remain only
foodgrain producers, but
also energy providers and
now they can produce bio-
bitumen for making roads
and ethanol for making
fuel," Gadkari said.
Bitumen is a black sub-
stance produced through
the distillation of crude oil
and is widely used for mak-
ing roads and roofs.

Technique to make bio-bitumen using stubble
to be unveiled in 2 to 3 months: Gadkari

TECHNICAL TRAINING INSTITUTE LAUNCH

Indian women cricketer Mithali Raj, football player Baichung Bhutia and others during 'Masai Technical Training
Institute' press meet, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Mumbai, Nov 08: 

Amazon Pay unveiled
the second leg of its digi-
tal campaign
#AbHarDinHuaAasan to
celebrate the way digital
payments simplify lives of
millions of merchants
across the country. Over
50 Lakh merchants have
now signed up for the
Amazon Pay for Business
app since its launch. The
campaign film portrays
day-to-day instances
where merchants experi-
ence the convenience of
Amazon Pay and under-
scores the simplicity of
using payment tools to en-
able customers to pay
anyone, anywhere, effort-
lessly, and get instant re-
wards.

Speaking about the
campaign, Vikas Bansal,

Whole Time Director -
Amazon Pay India said,
“Our aim is to simplify
lives and fulfil aspira-
tions by solving the pay-
ments and financial
needs of every Indian. We
make digital payments
trusted, convenient, fast
and frictionless, and en-
able the widest choice of
payment options for both
our merchants and cus-
tomers. Our continued
focus is to empower SMBs
and micro-merchants
through payment tools
and solutions which help
enhance their digital pay-
ment experience across
multiple customer touch-
p o i n t s .
#AbHarDinHuaAasan is
our endeavor to raise
awareness and further
strengthens the need of
adoption of digital pay-

ments and encourage
every merchant, cus-
tomer, old or young to
transact seamlessly.”

T h e
#AbHarDinHuaAasan
campaign film reflects on
how business owners ex-
perience the ease of pay-
ment acceptance amidst
the hustle and bustle in
their stores and manage
their business efficiently.
It also shows the ease of
credit access via the
Amazon Pay ICICI Co-
Branded Credit Card that
enables its customers to
expand their budget in-
stantly. Furthermore, it
showcases how local store
owners can grow their
businesses with the
Amazon Pay for Business
App through features
such as accounts reconcil-
iation and more.

Amazon Pay unveils second leg of
its digital campaign for merchants

Bengaluru, Nov 08 : 

Azim Premji University
has opened admissions for
the programme Post gradu-
ate Diploma in Research for
Social Action.

This one-year part-time
programme is offered in a
blended mode, combining
on-campus and online com-
ponents. Participants have
the flexibility to join the
one-year Postgraduate
Diploma programme or
choose standalone
Certificate courses. Early to
mid-career professionals
with 2-10 years of work ex-
perience from social sector
organisations, social move-
ments, thematic action net-
works, activist groups, and
development media. This
programme will help par-
ticipants to - carry out basic
and advanced quantitative
and qualitative research,

build competency in under-
taking and steering the en-
tire research process, from
conceptualization to analy-
sis and enhance research
capacities of the social sec-
tor to use of research in
planning, communication,
mobilisation and advocacy.

Richa Govil, Director,
School of Development,
Azim Premji University,
said, “During the pandem-
ic period, social sector or-
ganisations recognised the
value of field studies for
designing and improving
their grassroots action, for
building general aware-
ness or for advocacy pur-
poses. In doing so, many or-
ganisations realised their
limitations in designing
and conducting research
that can provide reliable,
actionable and deep in-
sights. Our program aims
to fill this need.”

Azim Premji University opens 
admissions for Post graduate course

New Delhi, Nov 08: 

Taxpayers should check their
annual information statement
every quarter and flag any dis-
crepancies to help curb
instances of wrongful HRA
deductions, a senior finance
ministry official said. The
income tax department had in
November last year rolled out
a new Annual Information
Statement (AIS) on its portal
that provides a comprehensive
view of taxpayer information
and an option to submit feed-
back. It includes additional
information related to interest,
dividend, securities transac-
tions, mutual fund transac-
tions and foreign remittance
information. "You must keep
on checking your AIS not only
at the time of return filing, but
quarterly. You should check

your AIS and (report) if any-
thing wrong is reported so
that the other person who is
wrongly claiming some kind of
benefit should be caught,"
Joint Secretary in the finance
ministry Kamlesh Varshney
said at an event here. He said
AIS has played an important
role in ensuring voluntary
compliance as it provides
details of all financial transac-
tions to assessees while filing
their income tax returns (ITR).
"We all know how people have
started showing saving bank
interest (in ITR) after AIS.
There is another big leakage
which happens in House Rent
Allowance (HRA)," Varshney
said. Giving example, the tax
officer said many people give
false declaration to their
employer regarding house rent
paid to claim HRA deductions.

Taxpayers should check 
AIS quarterly, report 

discrepancies: FinMin officialNew Delhi, Nov 08:  

The government needs
to come out with a codified
data protection regime at
the earliest to ensure data
protection, enforcement
mechanisms and also ad-
dress privacy risks associ-
ated with facial recogni-
tion technology (FRT),
says a recent NITI Aayog
discussion paper. The
Aayog, in the paper titled
'Responsible AI for All',
recommended that rigor-
ous standards for data pro-
cessing, as well as the stor-
age and retention of sensi-
tive biometric data should
be adequately addressed
in any proposed data pro-
tection regime.

"It is pertinent to men-
tion that FRT like other in-
telligent algorithms, is
fundamentally a data in-

tensive technology. In
order to ensure propriety
and legality in the manner
in which data processing
happens to train and de-
velop FRT systems, it is
imperative to have a codi-
fied data protection
regime in the country at
the earliest," it said. In
2019, the government in-
troduced the Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill
in parliament, which was
subsequently withdrawn
this year. The government
has clarified that this
withdrawal is temporary,
and a new data protection
bill will be tabled in parlia-
ment. "The new data pro-
tection bill must retain the
framework to ensure data
protection, including obli-
gations, enforcement
mechanisms, a regulatory
agency, penalties, and

remedies from the PDP
Bill, 2019," the Aayog
added.

FRT refers to an artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) sys-
tem that allows identifica-
tion or verification of a
person based on certain
images or video data inter-
facing with the underlying
algorithm. FRT primarily
seeks to accomplish three
functions -- facial detection,
feature extraction and fa-
cial recognition. FRT has
garnered domestic and in-
ternational debate around
its potential benefits of effi-
cient and timely execution
of existing processes in dif-
ferent sectors; yet also the
risks it poses to basic
human and fundamental
rights like individual pri-
vacy, equality, free speech
and freedom of movement,
to name a few.

Govt needs to bring codified data protection
regime at earliest: NITI paper

A
c t r e s s
Swarnamalya, who
is best known for

her roles in Tamil super-
hit films like director
Mani Ratnam's
'Alaipayuthey' and direc-
tor Radha Mohan's
'Mozhi', says she is looking
to be kind to herself.

Taking to Instagram to
pen her thoughts,
Swarnamalya, who is also
a seasoned classical
dancer, wrote, "Being kind
to one's own self. I was
born in an era where self
love was not appreciated.
But I grew into an era
where 'the self' is at the
centre of life."

She also spoke about
battling an injury that has

taken a toll on her, "Old
habits die hard. So for

me, showing self

love is always an effort.
But, as I'm battling an in-
jury that has emotionally
and physically drained
me- I am taking a renewed
look at my ability for self
love."

She further mentioned,
"I still don't know how,
quite frankly, but I have
lovely people around me to
show me how. As they say,
happiness doubles when
shared and pain halves. I
will start there."

"I hope those of you out
there who also struggle
with self love can find a
small way to smile for
yourself today," she con-
cluded.

ACROSS

1. Canvas cover

5. No ifs, ____, or buts

9. ____ Witherspoon of "Sweet Home

Alabama"

14. Send out

15. Jump

16. Actress ____ Barkin

17. Get even

19. Mixed greens

20. Wind direction (abbr.)

21. Concur

22. Things

23. Delicate

24. Guy

26. Root for

29. Elevate

31. Drink like a dog

34. Foot part

35. In the ____ (until then)

37. Noblemen

39. Possessive pronoun

40. Prongs

41. Pilots

43. Carson's successor

44. Casual shirt

45. Enthusiastic

47. Tears apart

48. Facts

49. In the middle of

51. Coat part

54. Snouts

56. A Gershwin

59. "____ of Two Cities" (2 wds.)

60. Enlarged

62. Grinding tooth

63. Remain

64. Mirth

65. Television awards

66. Bridge charge

67. Turner and Kennedy

DOWN

1. Gull's kin

2. So be it!

3. ____ of passage

4. School gp.

5. Adjust

6. More adjacent

7. Escort

8. Swifter

9. Occupant

10. Thrill

11. Model ____ Macpherson

12. Garment juncture

13. Concludes

18. Wild animal's home

23. Gent (sl.)

25. UN member

26. Swindle
27. Throw
28. Weird
30. Entertain
31. Flax product
32. Alter
33. Coins from Mexico
36. Laid bathroom flooring
38. Thieves
39. Church instrumentalist
42. Certain grain
46. Mischievous one
47. Go up
48. Hold up
50. Actress ____ Streep
51. Gold fabric
52. Minute particle
53. Tropical tree
55. Aware of
56. Man or Wight
57. Marsh grass
58. Summer coolers
61. FBI employee (abbr.)
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Although your current mood is somewhat
reserved and modest, you probably feel
tempted to strut your stuff every once in
a while. However, if you try to show off
today, Aquarius, you may not be very
pleased with your reception. It's natural
for you to want to impress people, but you
must try to do it with genuine qualities
and simplicity. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Obviously, you have an important role to
play, Pisces. The mood today may be some-
what frustrating, but the way you handle it
will earn you rewards and recognition in
your workplace or at school. Your strength,
self-control, and stability made the differ-
ence between success and failure. You can
and should be proud of yourself.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You will feel as though your back is against
the wall, Aries. And this particular wall is
impeding your progress. Others will ask
you questions and ask for your opinion.
You may want to tell them the "truth" as
you understand it, and you could be
tempted to do so humorously. Humor isn't
your forte right now. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today is likely to be a bit gray, Taurus. You
won't be able to see how you can get out of
your current situation. You may have some
financial or physical problems at the
moment. If this is the case, it's because you
don't rely enough on your abilities and
good sense to pull you through. It's possi-
ble that you don't take care of your body as
well as you should. That's easily remedied.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You're wasting your energy, Gemini,
and you know it. You try your best to go
about your everyday routine, but you're
never really present. You listen to peo-
ple but what they're saying doesn't
interest you in any fundamental way.
Yes, you're bored, and you're afraid to
admit it to yourself. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It isn't always easy to think about how
your life is going, Cancer. Imagine if you
were alone in the world, with nothing to
hold you back or force you to do anything.
At least once a month dedicate an hour to
visualizing what your life would be like
under these conditions. This will help you
figure out what's impeding you today.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Now is the time to be thinking about your
professional orientation, Leo. You may
need to get some more fun in your life
and experience pleasures that you've
never had before. You have a certain ten-
dency to separate the two worlds of work
and play, but there's no need. In fact, your
work will prosper once you discover ways
to make it more playful.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may be worn out, Virgo, but you will
have to push forward anyway. You're
entering a long period of work and perse-
verance. This definitely isn't the moment
to be late or balk. If you're still in your
pajamas at noon, you should be ashamed!
Do what you can to wake yourself from
your recent daze. It's time to get up and
get moving!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

In a series of days that have tested your
patience to the limit, here comes the
moment of truth that could make or
break you. You can expect a high-pres-
sure day when you will be induced to
express your deepest motivations. A
confrontation with an authority figure
could trigger an outburst. Do your best
to remain levelheaded, Libra.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you hankering for a little fun and
longing for a little experimentation and
perhaps even childish play? Tempting as
these prospects are, you will have to
ignore them. Scorpio, you simply don't
have the time, at least not today. You will
be too busy coping with numerous little
emergencies that crop up and having to
justify your decisions throughout the day.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Do you feel as though your self-expres-
sion is being stifled, Sagittarius? Perhaps
you need more time to choose a direction
in life. Today, you can expect to feel a lot
of pressure from someone close to you.
You will feel forced to satisfy this person's
demands. Annoying as this may be, you
can take comfort in the knowledge that
he or she has your best interests at heart.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Is there someone persecuting you,
Capricorn? Is there a situation that feels
unbearably oppressive? Today you won't
have any trouble identifying the source of
your problems. And the great news is that
is the first step toward obtaining release
from them. But you can't expect it to be
easy. The day ahead may feel somewhat
overwhelming.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

HOROSCOPE WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 09

I am taking a
renewed look at my
ability for self love,
says Swarnamalya

&
TV’s ‘Gharelu
Comedy’ Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan is one

of the most loved comedy
shows on Indian televi-
sion. From the oil-slicked
hair that perfectly twirls
on his forehead to his
goofy paan-stained grin
that highlights his atypi-
cal moustache – the funny
potbellied Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi)
has made viewers laugh
like none other. The show
narrates the escapades of
Daroga Happu Singh, his
‘Dabangg Dulhaniya’
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak),
an obstinate mother,
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) and his nine no-
torious children. The im-
mensely popular Dabangg
Jodi visited Kashi Nagri
to enjoy the local festive
fervour of Dev Deepawali,
explore several ghats,
enjoy boat rides at the
banks of the Ganga river,
gorge on finger-licking
street food, and shop at

the city’s famous stores.
Talking about his visit

to Varanasi, Yogesh
Tripathi, aka Daroga
Happu Singh, said, “Sabhi
Kashi Vaasiyon Ko Dev
Deepawali Ke Afsar Par
H a r d i k
Shubhkamanayein! Our
show, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, enjoys a loyal fan-
base in Uttar Pradesh,
which is why we decided
to visit Varanasi, the city
of Ghats, to meet and in-

teract with our audience
here. Varanasi is one of
the oldest cities in India
and home to world-fa-
mous temples, which at-
tract millions of devotees.
And what better time
than Dev Deepawali, as
one can witness unique
and mesmerizing celebra-
tions! Wherever we travel,
our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues and my
catchphrases – Arre
Dada! which makes me

very happy. I feel grateful
to the audience for always
appreciating our work,
and we wish to continue
amusing all our viewers
with many more hilari-
ous tracks. We had a great
time interacting with our
audience during our visit
to famous temples here,
local hot spots for street
food and shopping, and
the memorable boat ride
to the ghats. We binged on
the city’s mouth-watering
delicacies, such as
Tamatar chaat and Litti
Chokha with Kulhad Ki
Chai. Shiv ki Nagri ne
mujhe ek baar phir mohit
kar diya. However, it was
my second visit to the city
in years. I can never get
enough of it. And I will
keep coming back here for
more. Har Har
Mahadev!”. Talking about
her first-ever visit to
Varanasi, Kamna Pathak,
aka Rajesh Singh, shared,
“Dev Deepawali Ki
Humare Sabhi Darshakon

Ko Bahut Saari Shubh
Kamanayein! Our show,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
with its funny potbellied
Happu Singh, his
Dabangg Dulhaniya,
Rajjo, and their incredible
comic timing and fun ban-
ters with Kanpuria quirks
and dialect, has struck a
chord with the audience,
making it one of their
most favourite shows. So,
this year, to give an extra
dose of laughter and wit-
ness the city’s festive fer-
vour, we decided to visit
Kashi to meet and interact
with our audience.

I had heard so much
about Varanasi but never
had an opportunity to
visit. It was my first visit,
and I was mesmerized by
its culture, people, food,
shopping, and overall
vibe. There’s much to see
in Varanasi, from the
ghats to palaces, and all
this sightseeing goes
hand-in-hand with an
early morning boat ride.

A
ctress Samantha, who is currently under-
going treatment for an auto-immune con-
dition called Myositis, has chosen to take

a day off from her treatment to promote her up-
coming pan-Indian film, 'Yashoda'.

Taking to Instagram, Samantha wrote, "Like
my good friend Raj Nidimoru says, no matter
what the day is like and how shitty things are, his
motto is to shower, shave, show up!! I borrowed it
for a day for 'Yashoda' movie promotions. See you
on the Eleventh."

The brave decision by the actress to promote
her film despite her difficult circumstances has
come in for widespread praise.

Actress Ammu Abhirami, who played a piv-
otal role in critically acclaimed superhit film
'Asuran', responded to Samantha's post by call-
ing her a 'Queen'.

Director Nandini Reddy, for her part, com-
mented, "And she's back".

Samantha's effort is admirable considering the
fact that Myositis is a condition that is caused by
one's own immune system attacking one's mus-
cles. The condition can cause inflammation of
various muscles in the body.

Interestingly, Samantha has done some de-
manding action sequences in the film, without
disclosing that she was battling the condition.
The film that has been made on a lavish scale,
has acclaimed Hollywood action director
Yannick Ben choreographing its action se-
quences.

Samantha plays a surrogate mother, unravel-
ling the secrets of the medical world in the film.

Besides Samantha, the film will also feature
actors Varalaxmi Sarathkumar, Unni
Mukundan, Rao Ramesh, Murali Sharma,
Sampath Raj, Shatru, Madhurima, Kalpika
Ganesh, Divya Sripada and Priyanka Sharma
among others. Directed by Hari and Harish,
'Yashoda' has been produced by Sivalenka
Krishna Prasad for Sridevi Movies and is set to
release on November 11.

Unmindful of
treatment,
Samantha

opts to pro-
mote her film

‘Yashoda’

Happu Singh and Rajjo visits Kashi Nagri Anushka Sharma
starts shooting last

schedule for 
‘Chakda Xpress’

Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma has
started shooting the last schedule of

her next film 'Chakda Xpress' in Mumbai.
A source reveals: "Yes, it is true that

Anushka has started shooting the last
schedule of Chakda Xpress. She has been
shooting non-stop for 'Chakda Xpress' for
the past few months. As we all know that
she has always strived to be a perfectionist
and she has left no stones unturned for this
film." "Anushka has put in months of
preparation to get into the skin of the cele-
brated fast bowler. She now has a gruelling
schedule in Mumbai."

The Netflix film, which is based on the
life and times of one of the fastest female
pacers in the history of world cricket,
Jhulan, will showcase how the pacer moves
up the ladder despite countless hindrances
to fulfil her only dream -- to play cricket.

Jhulan went on to captain the Indian
women's national cricket team and is a role
model for aspiring cricketers in the coun-
try. In 2018, an Indian postage stamp was is-
sued in her honour. Jhulan holds the world
record for the highest number of wickets
taken by a woman in an international ca-
reer.
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Sydney, Nov 08 (PTI):

Formidable New
Zealand appear strong on
paper, but they have to
defy history when they
clash with an unpre-
dictable and upbeat
Pakistan in the first T20
World Cup semifinal here
on Wednesday.

Unlike Pakistan's roller-
coaster and miraculous
journey into the last-four,
the Kiwis had a straight-
forward passage into the
knockout stage as they fin-
ished on top of Group 1 fol-
lowing wins over reigning
champions Australia, Sri
Lanka and Ireland in a
group of 'death'.

Babar Azam and his
team mates, who had lost
two key Super 12 clashes
against India and
Zimbabwe up front, were
probably thinking of their
departure plans when the
Netherlands favoured
them by eliminating South
Africa on a dramatic
Sunday. All Pakistan had
to do was to beat
Bangladesh in the second
match of the day to make a
dream semi-final.

It's giving a sense of
'deja vu' as Pakistan had
clashed against New
Zealand in the 1992 World
Cup semi-final, coming
from nowhere, and went

on to win the match and
later trophy. Pakistan also
have history backing them

as New Zealand have lost
all their previous World
Cup semifinals to them in

ODI (1992, 1999) and T20
(2007) formats.

New Zealand's propensi-
ty to falter at the big stage
of a white-ball tourna-
ment is also a no secret.
They have consistently
reached the semis in the
last four World Cups but
never managed to last the
distance. The Black Caps
have lost three World Cup
finals in seven years (2015,
2019 in ODI and 2021 in
T20).

Under conditions better
suited to them,
Williamson will look to
strike early against the
Pakistani batting lineup
which has not been in its
elements.

Skipper Babar is still
struggling while
Mohammad Rizwan is
also far from his ominous
best. They were in panic
mode even while chasing a
modest 128 against
Bangladesh. Kiwi pace
duo of Trent Boult and
Tim Southee will be back
at the same venue where
they rattled Australia and
Sri Lanka top-order en
route easy wins as they
would look for a strong
start. Incidentally,
Pakistan too have their
strong point in their bowl-
ing and the key would be
to seize the battle with the
bat. Daryl Mitchell looked

in full flow on his return
from a finger injury. He
along with skipper their
man-in-form Glenn
Phillips would look to
shoulder the responsibili-
ty in the middle.

Phillips has been a reve-
lation for the Black Caps
having scored a century
and a half-century both
coming in last three
matches.

After a quiet start, skip-
per Williamson has got
some runs under his belt
in the last two matches as
he would look to steer his
side to yet another final.

Pakistan on the other
hand would be desperate to
prove that their journey to
the semis is not a fluke.

Luck apart, it's
Pakistan's bowling, su-
perbly spearheaded by
Shaheen Afridi and Haris
Rauf, that has been the in-
strumental in their suc-
cess. Making a return from
an injury layoff, Shaheen
has hit the straps, especial-
ly in the last outing when
he returned with a career-
best four-wicket haul to
stall Bangladesh progress.
With a fair knowledge of
the conditions, Rauf has
been their 'silent assassin',
going about his job meticu-
lously.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain and Shiva
Thapa will spearhead the
Indian challenge as 12 pugilists
from the country aim to seal
their berth in the the Asian
Boxing Championships finals in
Amman, Jordan here from
Wednesday.
The semi-final bouts for the
women's category will begin
on Wednesday and will be fol-
lowed by the men's last-four
contests on Thursday.
The Tokyo Olympic bronze
medallist Lovlina (75kg), who is
contesting in this weight cate-
gory at an international tourna-
ment for the first time, will
take on Seong Suyeon of the
Korea in her semi-final bout.
Alongside Lovlina, the 2022
world championships bronze
medallist Parveen (63kg) will
be up against Uranbileg

Shinetsetseg of Mongolia while
competition debutant Preeti
(57kg) will be involved in a
tough match-up against the
Tokyo Olympics gold medallist
Irie Sena of Japan.
The other four women in semi-
final action will be Alfiya
Pathan (81+kg), Saweety
(81kg), Ankushita Boro (75kg),
and Minakshi (52kg).
In the men's category, Shiva
Thapa (63.5kg) who became
the most decorated Asian
champion after ensuring his
sixth medal in the competition
will face two-time Asian
Championships medallist
Bakhodur Usmonov of
Tajikistan. Two-time
Commonwealth bronze medal-
list Mohammad Hussamuddin
(57kg) will go head to head
against the 2021 world champi-
onships silver medallist Serik
Temirzhanov of Kazakhstan.
The other three men in semi-

final action will be Narender
(92+kg), Sumit (75kg), and
Govind Kumar Sahani (48kg).
Narender (92+kg) dominated
his way to the semis by com-
fortably defeating Iman
Ramezanpourdelavar of Iran
with a unanimous 5:0 verdict
late on Monday night.
India's total medal count of 12
in this year's edition of the
tournament is the third highest
among all competing nations.
The women pugilists of the
country have secured seven
medals which ranks them sec-
ond in the standings among all
nations while the men's total
tally of five medals places
them joint third alongside
Jordan and Mongolia in their
respective rankings.
The final of the tournament for
the women's category will take
place on Friday and the men's
final bouts will be conducted
on Saturday.

Lovlina, Shiva to lead
India’s gold medal charge

Unpredictable Pakistan to
test consistent New Zealand

Match starts: 1.30pm IST.

New Zealand's Trent Boult attends a training session, ahead of the first
ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket semifinal match between
Pakistan and New Zealand, at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG).

Sydney, Nov 08 (PTI):

Pakistan team mentor
Matthew Hayden has backed
his under-fire skipper Babar
Azam to produce "some-
thing very special" in the
knockout stages of the T20
World Cup.

The fourth-highest run-
scorer in T20Is since the last
World Cup, Babar has failed
to fire in the ongoing show-
piece, with a 33-ball 25
against Bangladesh being
his best in the last five
matches. "...don't be sur-
prised whatsoever if you
don't see some fireworks be-
cause very special players
don't often stay down for
long," Hayden said during
the pre-match press confer-
ence ahead of Wednesday's
semifinal against New
Zealand. "There's no ques-
tion that Babar has been
under some adversity. That
will make him not only an
even greater player...You
can't continue to keep on
punching out hundreds and
50s and strike rates of 140-
plus. "There's got to be mo-
ments in time where there's
a lull. And as we all know
about the weather, once
there's a lull, there's often a
storm that follows. So look

out, rest of the world, be-
cause I think you're about to
see something very special
from Babar." Pakistan were
staring at an exit after losing
to India and Zimbabwe, but
Netherlands' shocking win
over South Africa opened up
the door and they beat
Bangladesh in their final
Super 12 match to seal the
semifinal spot.

"It has been a rollercoast-
er ride but I wouldn't have it
any other way, because the
last World Cup we went into
the semi-final undefeated,
and Australia pipped us,"
Hayden said. "So, yeah,
there's ups and downs in this
tournament, but I really be-
lieve yet with our best game,
which is a huge threat to our
opposition. "The way the
middle order has stepped up
to the plate has been excel-
lent and those fast bowlers,

man, there's four of them
and they come at great pace."

Babar and his opening
partner Mohammad Rizwan
have struggled at the top but
Hayden was impressed with
how the middle order con-
tributed to the team's cause.

The former Australian
opener singled out the con-
tribution of Mohammad
Haris, who made 59 runs in
two innings. "Whilst it (bat-
ting) hasn't gone absolutely
to plan, it's meant that our
middle order players have
had to step up, and young
Haris has been one of those.

"Great story, really signifi-
cant story of any World Cup.
Not even in the squad and
now performing like he
should have been there from
the start." Hayden feels
Haris' net sessions against
the pacers helped.

"It's no surprise to see how
he came in and played so
beautifully. He's got a very
good technique on our fast
bouncy wickets. He's got a
freshness," he said.

"One of the things as an
outsider coming into this
tournament is pretty much
the entire cricketing com-
munity with the amount of
programme is fatigued to
some degree.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games cham-
pion Lakshya Sen on Tuesday
jumped two spots to achieve a
career-best sixth in the latest
BWF World Rankings.
The 21-year-old from Almora,
who has been in sensational
form this season, has 76,424
points from 25 tournaments.
Newly-crowned French Open
champions Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
also climbed one spot to
return to their career best
ranking of seven in men's dou-
bles.
The Indian duo won two BWF
world tour titles -- India Open
super 500 and French Open
super 750, claimed gold at
Birmingham Games besides
securing a first-ever bronze at

World Championships. They
also played a pivotal role in
India winning the Thomas
Cup. Women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand and mixed doubles
pair of Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Crasto also moved up
to achieve their career-high
rankings of 23 and 28 respec-
tively. While Treesa and
Gayatri jumped five places,
Tanisha and Ishaan improved
two spots in the latest chart.
Double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, who hasn't played any
tournament since the
Birmingham Games due to an
ankle injury, also moved up a
place to become world num-
ber five. Kidambi Srikanth and
H S Prannoy remained static
at world number 11 and 12
respectively.

Lakshya Sen reaches career-best
sixth in BWF rankings

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Singh is
happy that his team could
maintain composure de-
spite making errors
against strong opponents
at the FIH Pro League but
said one area where they
need to work on is to avoid
getting cards.

The Indian men's hock-
ey team produced a solid
showing at the Pro League
last week, defeating New
Zealand 7-4 and then going
past Spain 3-1 in shootout
at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar.

Harmanpreet, who led
India in the tournament,
insisted that there are still
certain areas where the
team can improve as they
prepare for the upcoming
World Cup, to be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela, from January 13
next year.

"The team's efforts have
been quite good in these
matches but we can avoid
getting cards. Because
even if we lose one player
on the field, then everyone
has to run twice as much,"

he said in a release issued
by Hockey India (HI).

"We do train for how we
have to create our forma-
tion and structure if we
are a man short. Hence,
despite getting the cards,
we were able to defend
well. But still, it is impor-
tant for us to avoid getting
cards."

Surender Kumar and
Manpreet Singh had re-
ceived green cards in the
14th and 21st minutes, re-
spectively, during the sec-
ond match against Spain.

The Indian drag flicker
said the team can gain
confidence from the fact
that they were able to held

their nerves in pressure
situation against strong
teams. "It is good that we
are making errors in these
matches from which we
can learn from and im-
prove as we move on to-
wards the World Cup. We
are still able to settle down
despite the errors and not
lose our composure.

"It definitely helps us in
building our confidence in
each other, and improving
the team," he said.

Placed in Pool D along
with Wales and England at
the World Cup, India and
Spain will meet each other
in their opening match on
January 13.

You’re about to see something
very special from Babar: Hayden

We can avoid getting
cards, says Harmanpreet

Adelaide, Nov 08 (PTI):

England all-rounder
Ben Stokes is hopeful that
his bowling attack can
contain the rampaging
Suryakumar Yadav in the
T20 World Cup semi-final
against India even
though his shots have
forced him to scratch
his head in awe.

He was also lavish
in his praise for
Indian legend Virat
Kohli, who he
thinks has "earned
the right to be never
written off".

England's top all-
rounder is cautiously op-
timistic about his team's
chances in the big semi-
final on Thursday.

"Suryakumar obviously
came in and set the world
alight. He is a fantastic
player and plays some
shots where you sort of
just scratching the head
sometimes.

"He is in great form, but
hopefully, we can try and
shut him down and not

allow him to get on one of
his rampages," Stokes,
who has been impressive
with the ball, told re-
porters in an interaction
organised by the England
& Wales Cricket Board.

Talking about Kohli,
with whom Stokes has

shared a healthy rivalry
over the years, the
Durham man was at his
wits end that a player of
that stature could be writ-
ten off so easily after a
downward spiral.

"I think with Virat he
could have four unbeliev-
able years like he had,
and then have a not so
loud couple of months
and then for some rea-
son plays like that and
gets written off, we
have got no idea why. I
think he has earned the
right to never be written
off."
As far as Kohli is con-

cerned, his numbers
speak for itself, said
Stokes.

"You don't produce the
numbers and produce the
innings that he (Kohli)
does in all three formats
and it's fine. We as players
and people who play
against him a lot, we
never take anything he
has done in the game be-
fore into the game we have
got here," said Stokes.

Hopefully we can shut Surya, Kohli has
earned right to be never written off: Stokes

Adelaide, Nov 08 (PTI):

The Indian cricket team
survived a scare ahead of
the T20 World Cup semifi-
nal against England as
skipper Rohit Sharma sus-
tained a powerful blow on
his forearm during train-
ing on Tuesday, but it did
not turn out to be a serious
injury. Rohit was undergo-
ing usual practice drills as

he faced team's throw-
down expert S Raghu at
the Adelaide Oval when a
short ball jumped off the
length area and hit his
right forearm.

The captain, who was at-
tempting a pull shot and
missed the ball, was visi-
bly in pain. After applying
ice pack on the injured
arm and resting for a
while, Rohit resumed his

training.
Team sources said the

skipper is doing fine and
should play the semifinal
against England on
Thursday. "He didn't feel
much discomfort when he
batted for the second time.
CT scan or x-ray might not
be needed. Also we have
one day in the middle
which is also optional ses-
sion. It doesn't look seri-
ous as of now," a source
privy to development told
PTI. Rohit looked desolate
and in considerable pain
when he was watching the
training session from a
distance, sitting on an ice
box, after being hit.

Mental conditioning
coach Paddy Upton was
seen talking to him for a
considerable amount of
time. Rohit resumed his
training after some time
but throwdown experts
were told not to go full
throttle as he mostly
played defensive shots to
check if his movements
were okay.

Rohit gets hit on arm during training
but no serious injury caused New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

New IPL chairman
Arun Dhumal sees crick-
et's premier T20 tourna-
ment becoming the biggest
sporting league in the
world in the next five years
and says the board also
has a clear vision for
Women's IPL.

Speaking to PTI,
Dhumal talked about his
long term plans for the
IPL, why there can't be
more than 10 teams and
why the BCCI will stick to
its longtime stance on not
allowing the Indian play-
ers to take part in overseas
leagues.

IPL has become the sec-
ond most valued sporting
league globally in terms of
per match value after the
media rights for the 2023-
2027 cycle fetched a stag-
gering Rs 48,390 crore.

Though it has a much
shorter window compared
to football leagues like
EPL or the NFL in the
United States, the IPL is
likely to have a two and
half month exclusive win-

dow comprising a maxi-
mum of 94 games with 10
teams.

Dhumal said constant
innovation is the need of
the hour and there is no
reason why IPL can't be-
come the biggest sporting
league worldwide.

"The IPL will be much
bigger than what it is and
will be the number one
sports league in the
world," Dhumal told PTI
when asked about how the
BCCI plans to raise the bar
for the crown jewel of
Indian cricket.

Fans have contributed
most to what the IPL has
become and Dhumal said
plans are in place to sub-
stantially improve their
viewing experience.

IPL will become world’s biggest
sporting league: Dhumal

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

The Supreme Court ac-
quitted three men sen-
tenced to death for the
gangrape and murder of a
19-year-old woman in
Delhi’s Chhawla area in
2012, noting the prosecu-
tion failed to provide lead-
ing, cogent, clinching and
clear evidence, including
those related to DNA pro-
filing and call detail
records (CDRs), against
the accused.

The three men were ac-
cused of abducting, gan-
graping and brutally
killing the woman in
February 2012. Her muti-
lated body was found three
days after she was abduct-
ed. A bench of Chief
Justice U U Lalit and

Justices S Ravindra Bhat
and Bela M Trivedi acquit-
ted the convicts in a 40-
page order passed on
Monday.

“The evidence with re-
gard to the arrest of the
accused, their identifica-
tion, discoveries and re-
coveries of the incrimi-
nating articles, identity of
the car, the seizures and
sealing of the articles and
collection of samples, the
medical and scientific evi-

dence, the report of DNA
profiling, the evidence
with regard to the CDRs
etc. were not proved by the
prosecution by leading, co-
gent, clinching and clear
evidence much less unerr-
ingly pointing the guilt of
the accused,” the bench
said.

It said that the possibili-
ty of tampering with the
samples collected also
could not be ruled out.
“The prosecution has to

bring home the charges
levelled against them be-
yond reasonable doubt,
which the prosecution has
failed to do in the instant
case, resultantly, the court
is left with no alternative
but to acquit the accused,
though involved in a very
heinous crime,” it said.

It may be true that if the
accused involved in the
heinous crime go unpun-
ished or are acquitted, a
kind of agony and frustra-
tion may be caused to the
society in general and to
the family of the victim in
particular, however the
law does not permit the
courts to punish the ac-
cused on the basis of
moral conviction or on
suspicion alone, the bench
said.
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2012 Chhawla Gangrape-Murder 

‘Prosecution failed to provide clear evidence’

Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI):

A division bench of the
High Court of Karnataka
has set aside an order of a
designated economic
court that ordered block-
ing of @INCIndia and
@BharatJodo Twitter han-
dles calling it “punitive ac-
tion.”

The order is subject to
the Congress party remov-
ing the offending content
before noon on Wednesday.

The Congress agreed to
remove the 45-second clip
that used the copyrighted
song before noon on
Wednesday from all its so-
cial media accounts.

The HC ordered the
party to provide screen-
shots of the Twitter han-
dle and the other social

media accounts before the
contentious material was
removed. The HC ordered,
“We are of the opinion
that prayer deserves to be
allowed to set aside im-
pugned order, subject to
appellant taking down of-
fending material.”

The lower court had
given the order on Monday
in a suit filed by MRT
Studios which claimed 45
seconds of its copyrighted
music from ‘KGF Chapter
2’ movie was used in a
‘Bharat Jodo’ song by the
Congress party.

The Division bench of
Justices G Narendar and
Justice PN Desai heard the
petition by the Congress in
an emergency hearing on
Tuesday evening. Senior
advocate Abhishek

Singhvi argued the case
for the party challenging
the lower court’s Monday
order.

Allowing the appeal, the
HC said, “Appeal is al-
lowed in part, subject to
appellants (INC) removing
it from their social media
accounts. This order shall
not come in the way of the
plaintiff making any re-
quest to court to protect
their copyrights.”

Before that the senior
advocate in his arguments
pointed out that the
Commercial Court had no
urgent reason to pass the
interim order and unless it
is stayed Twitter would
take down the party’s ac-
counts. He submitted that
the party was ready to
take down the 45 seconds

of the alleged clip which
infringed on MRT’s copy-
right. To block Twitter ac-
counts for the 45-second
clip has ulterior motives,
he told the court.

“Blocking Twitter han-
dles will not help the re-
spondents unless they
have any ulterior motive,”
he told the court.

The alleged infringed
music clip was on the
Twitter handle from
October itself but the
copyright owner filed the
petition on November 2
which was heard on
November 5 and the lower
court gave the order on
November 7. An ex-parte
injunction was passed
without issuing notice or
recording reasons, he told
the division bench.

HC sets aside lower court order 
On INC Twitter handles

Itanagar, Nov 08 (PTI):

Union Minister Dr
Subhas Sarkar on
Tuesday said that under
the National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020, the
focus is on promoting
mother tongue and re-
gional languages.

The NEP does not in-
tend to impose Hindi, the
minister said while pre-
siding over a meeting at
Namsai district in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The Union Minister of
State for Education was in
the state to review NITI
Aayog’s aspirational dis-
trict programme.

Namsai is one of the 112
districts of the country
under the Aspirational
District Programme

(ADP) of the NITI Aayog,
which was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in January 2018.

The aspirational dis-
tricts have been identified
by Niti AAYOG based
upon indicators from
health and nutrition, edu-
cation, agriculture and

water resources, financial
inclusion and skill devel-
opment which have an im-
pact on human develop-
ment index (HDI).

The minister lauded the
district administration for
achieving various targets
and took a comprehensive
sector-wise review of the
ADP, an official statement
said.

During his interaction
with the officers, the min-
ister sought information
on the gaps and observa-
tions made in the field
that needed to be focused
on.

On the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the minister
urged the officials to cre-
ate awareness among the
masses to instil in them a
sense of ownership.

‘NEP promoting mother
tongue, regional languages’

Dr Subhas Sarkar



Jaipur, Nov 08 (PTI) 

A 29-year-old physical
training instructor in
Rajasthan's Bharatpur
underwent a gender reas-
signment surgery to
marry his student.

Meera, who now identi-
fies as Aarav Kuntal, had
been in a relationship
with Kalpna, whom he
met during one of his
classes, for five years. The
couple finally married on
Sunday with the consent
of their families. Meera's
transformation into

Aarav was accepted by his
family, based in Deeg
town, and now the couple
is excited about their new
journey together.

"I wanted to change my
gender because I found it
difficult to accept my
body. I read a news article
about gender change in
2010. Since then, I started
searching for ways to
change my gender and
made up my mind to get
surgery," Aarav said.

According to a video
available online, Aarav
came to know about the

Delhi doctor who per-
formed his surgery
through YouTube.

"I contacted the doctor
and the treatment started.
The first survey was done
on December 25, 2019. The
final surgery was per-
formed in December
2021," he said.

He said Kalapna was a
student in his school and
a family bond also devel-
oped.

"When I was going for
the surgery, I asked her if
she would like to go with
me and she agreed,"

Aarav said. "I have a
friend in Delhi and he
asked Kalpna about mar-
riage and she accepted,"
he said.

Later, Kalpna told her
family about the relation-
ship and her family in-
stantly accepted the pro-
posal.

Kalpna, a kabaddi play-
er, credited all her
achievements in the sport
to Aarav. It was his sup-
port that allowed her to
play three state-level and
one national-level game,
she said.

Mishap
PPhhaaggwwaarraa:: Two people
were killed while one sus-
tained injuries after their
car hit a road divider here,
said police on Tuesday. The
accident occurred on
Monday night near Mehtan
village and the three were
going from Mohali to
Jalandhar, they said.

Fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
on Tuesday under a fly-
over on the Western
Express Highway at Vile
Parle in Mumbai, an offi-
cial said. Nobody was
injured in the incident.
The Fire Brigade official
said the blaze engulfed
some scrap vehicles
parked under the
Andheri-Vile Parle bridge
near Sahara Hotel a little
before 4 pm.

Arrested 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Security forces
on Tuesday arrested a sus-
pected "hybrid" terrorist
of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in
Pulwama district of Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said. Abid Ahmad Sheikh
was in touch with LeT
commanders and involved
in transportation of arms
and ammunition, he said.
"Police alongwith security
forces have arrested a
hybrid terrorist of pro-
scribed terrorist outfit LeT
in Awantipora and recov-
ered incriminating materi-
al, including ammunition,
from his possession," a
police spokesperson said.
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An artist performs during the
traditional Pushkar Fair, in

Pushkar, Tuesday.
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Sukoon ki neend, machharon ke bin.

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

India's upcoming presi-
dency of the G20 grouping
is a matter of pride and a
great opportunity for the
country in its 75th year of
Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday.

Modi made the remarks
after unveiling the logo,
theme and website of
India's G20 presidency
during an online event.

India will assume the
presidency of the powerful
grouping from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an intergov-
ernmental forum of the
world's major developed
and developing
economies. In his re-
marks, Modi delved into
India's development jour-
ney and said all govern-
ments and people con-

tributed in their own way
in taking India forward
after the Independence.

He also said that India
can show the world that
the scope of conflict can
come to an end when
democracy becomes a cul-
ture. The prime minister
also said that development
and the environment

(Pragati and Prakriti) can
walk together while em-
phasising sustainable de-
velopment. "It is a matter
of pride for all Indians; it
will bring greater glory for
all Indians," Modi said on
India's upcoming presi-
dency of G20.

The logo, theme and
website of India's G20

presidency reflected the
country's "message and
overarching priorities" to
the world. The G20 com-
prises Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK, the
US and the European
Union (EU).

The G20 summit is tak-
ing place on November 15
and 16 in Bali and Modi is
set to be among top leaders
attending it.

The G20 is the premier
forum for international
economic cooperation rep-
resenting around 85 per
cent of the global GDP,
over 75 per cent of the
global trade, and about
two-thirds of the world
population. India is cur-
rently part of the G20
Troika (current, previous
and incoming G20 presi-
dencies) comprising
Indonesia, Italy and India.

Raipur, Nov 08: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday wrote
to the Enforcement
Directorate seeking a
probe alleging a "scam"
into state-run Civil Supply
Corporation and "irregu-
larities" by chit fund firms
which he claimed had
taken place when Raman
Singh-led BJP government
was in power.

Baghel tweeted two let-
ters he has written to the
Director of the federal
anti-money laundering
agency and said if ED does
not take up the investiga-
tion into the two "scams",
the court will be ap-
proached.

Reacting sharply,
Raman Singh asked why
Bhupesh Baghel is afraid

of the "truth", apparently
referring to the ED's ac-
tion currently underway
in the state.

The ED is probing a
money laundering case
linked to the alleged extor-
tion of money from coal
and mining transporters
in Chhattisgarh and ar-
rested four persons includ-
ing a Chhattisgarh-cadre
IAS officer so far.

In the letter seeking a
probe into the Nagrik
Apurti Nigam (NAN) or
civil supply corporation

"scam", Baghel said the
state's Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) had raided
the Nigam's office and its
officials and recovered
cash and unearthed docu-
ments of disproportionate
assets to the tune of
crores.

A case was registered
against 28 people. 16 of
them got a clean chit in
court later, he said.

PM unveils logo, theme website 

Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation ap-
pears set for the first run-
way landing experiment
(RLV-LEX) of Reusable
Launch Vehicle -
Technology Demonstrator
(RLV-TD) from aeronauti-
cal test range in
Karnataka's Chitradurga
district, with its
Chairman S Somanath in-
dicating that weather is
being monitored.

"We are looking at the
climate. Climate is still not
good. So, we are waiting
for the wind and other sys-
tems to become benign.
We will do that,"

Somanath, also Secretary
in the Department of
Space, told PTI here.

According to ISRO offi-
cials, the RLV wing body
will be carried using a hel-
icopter to an altitude of
three to five km and re-
leased at a distance of
about four to five km
ahead of the runway with
a horizontal velocity. After
the release, the RLV will
glide, navigate towards the
runway and land au-
tonomously with a landing
gear in the defence airfield
near Chitradurga.

Sources in the national
space agency headquar-
tered here earlier said new
systems like landing gear,
parachute, hook beam as-
sembly, radar altimeter
and pseudolite have been
developed and qualified.

Dantewada, Nov 08: 

A 27-year-old pharma-
cist drowned after a boat
carrying a team of health
department workers cap-
sized in a river in  Bijapur
district, officials said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place
late Monday evening when
the workers were return-
ing after holding a medical
camp in the remote
Kosalnar village of the dis-
trict located on the other
side of the Indravati river,
Bijapur's district pro-
gramme manager (health
department) Sandip
Tamrakar said.

Health department
teams often have to use
boats to cross rivers and
rivulets in the interior
areas of Bastar division,

comprising seven districts
including Dantewada and
Bijapur, to provide health-
care facilities in remote
villages. Tamrakar, who

was also part of the team
that visited Kosalnar, said
after the camp concluded,
he and a doctor crossed
the river on a boat and re-
turned. Later, another doc-
tor, two women health
workers and a pharmacist
were crossing the river in
another boat when it cap-
sized midway, he said.

The person who was
rowing the boat shouted
and asked its occupants to
hold on to the vessel, the
official said. While three
healthcare workers man-
aged to hold on to the boat
and reached to safety,
pharmacist Pradip
Kaushik got swept away in
the strong river current,
he said. As the area lies on
the border of Dantewada
and Bijapur districts, the
nearby Barsoor police sta-
tion (in Dantewada) was
immediately contacted.

Balodabazar, Nov 08: 

An elephant died of
electrocution in
Balodabazar district after
it came in contact with a
live wire laid by poachers,
one of whom has been ar-
rested, a forest official said
on Tuesday.

The carcass of a male
jumbo, aged around 26
years, was found near
Pakrid village under
Devpur forest range on
Monday, divisional forest
officer (DFO) of
Balodabazar division
Mayank Agrawal told PTI.

A post-mortem conduct-
ed by a team of veterinari-
ans revealed that the ele-
phant died of electrocu-
tion, he said.

As per preliminary in-
vestigations, poachers had
laid the electric wire trap
to kill wild animals and
the pachyderm stepped on
it and got electrocuted, he
said.

A man from Pakrid has
been arrested, while ef-
forts are on to trace other
suspects allegedly in-
volved in the offence, the
official added.

Rocket engine of
startup Agnikul

Cosmos test-fired
Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI) 

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC), the lead centre of Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
for the development of launch vehi-
cles, facilitated the hot testing of a
rocket engine developed by Indian
space startup Agnikul Cosmos.
VSSC successfully conducted the 15
seconds hot test of Agnilet Engine at
its Vertical Test Facility, Thumba
Equatorial Rocket Launching Station
(TERLS), Thiruvananthapuram.

The test was carried out as part of an

MoU signed between ISRO and

Agnikul Cosmos to provide opportuni-

ty for Indian space start-ups to use

facilities of ISRO through IN-SPACe

(Indian National Space Promotion and

Authorisation Centre), a single-win-

dow autonomous government agency

to promote, permit, and oversee pri-

vate sector space-based activities, an

ISRO statement said on Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that demonetisation
was the "biggest destroyer of
livelihoods and small business-
es", as it demanded a white
paper from the Modi govern-
ment on the 2016 move.
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said it has been six
years of "organized loot and
legalized plunder", and claimed
that it "killed aspirations" and
plunged India's growth.
"Tribute to those 150 people
who lost their lives due to
demonetisation disaster. As we
observe six years of this epic
failure, it is important to remind
the PM about the ill-conceived
calamity which he thrust upon

the nation," Kharge said.
"India's growth plunged, crores
of jobs lost, small businesses
destroyed, savings extin-
guished, the poor suffered the
most. PM wanted 50
days...Nation has given him six
years. But, none of the DeMo
claims has been realized.
Instead, people are still suffer-
ing!" the Congress president
said in a series of tweets.
The Modi government claimed
in the Supreme Court that Rs 3
to Rs 4 lakh crore of demone-
tised currency will not return to
the system and that this black
money shall be wiped off,
Kharge said, adding that the
reality was that 99.3 per cent of
demonetised currency was back
in the system.

̈ Of India’s G20 
presidency

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils logo, theme and website of
India’s G20 Presidency, via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

‘ISRO set for 1st runway
landing experiment’

̈ Of reusable 
launch vehicle

Elephant dies of
electrocution

̈ One poacher held

As per preliminary investi-
gations, poachers had laid
the electric wire trap to kill
wild animals and the pachy-
derm stepped on it and got
electrocuted. A man from
Pakrid has been arrested,
while efforts are on to trace
other suspects allegedly
involved in the offence.

About the incident

Boat carrying health workers capsize
̈ One person drowns

The incident took place late
Monday evening when the
workers were returning after
holding a medical camp in
the remote Kosalnar village
of the district located on the
other side of the Indravati
river, Bijapur's district pro-
gramme manager (health
department). Tamrakar, who
was also part of the team
that visited Kosalnar, said
after the camp concluded, he
and a doctor crossed the river
on a boat and returned. Later,
another doctor, two women
health workers and a pharma-
cist were crossing the river in
another boat when it cap-
sized midway.

About the incident

SURPRISING BUT TRUE

Raj teacher undergoes gender
change surgery to marry student

DEMONETISATION ANNIV

Biggest destroyer of
livelihoods: Cong

‘Scam in NAN under
previous BJP Govt’

̈ Baghel for ED probe
within fortnight

In another letter claiming
irregularities by chit fund
companies, Baghel claimed
that between 2009 and
2017, the then BJP govern-
ment had organised employ-
ment fairs of chit fund com-
panies in every district
wherein the then CM Raman
Singh and his cabinet col-
leagues and senior officials
took part as guests. 

Probe irregularities by
chit fund companies

TRADITIONAL PUSHKAR FAIR

People visit the traditional Pushkar Fair, in Pushkar, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, Nov 08:

With the arrest of two
juveniles, police claimed
to have solved the brutal
murder case of a 10-year-
old child - Sameer Sahu in
village Ruda of Anda
Police Station limits. Both
the accused were friends
of the deceased. The ac-
cused had made a proper
plan to kill Sameer and a
couple of days before com-
mitting the crime, had
arranged a sack, rope and
needle to pack the body.
The accused disliked
Sameer as he was a better
kabaddi player and often
abused them. Initially the
accused tried to mislead
the cops by narrating an
imaginary story of
Sameer’s murder by an
elderly couple of the vil-
lage. But during sustained
interrogation, they spilled
the beans and confessed to
have murdered Sameer.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that on October
21, Anda Police Station
had received a complaint
from Khileshwar Prasad
Sahu of village Ruda re-
garding missing of his
100-year-old son Sameer
Sahu alias Santu. Initially
a case was lodged under

section 363 of IPC and
search operations were
launched. Meanwhile, on
October 24, the body of the
kidnapped child Samir
Sahu was found tied with
a rope and stuffed in a
sack at a nursery near vil-
lage Ruda.

Taking this sensational
incident into serious cog-
nizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav visited the scene of
crime and gave instruc-
tions to trace and arrest
the unknown accused.
Under the supervision of
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu,
CSP (Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar (IPS), SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Rathore
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, a special team
led by ACCU I/c Inspector
Santosh. Mishra and
Inspector Ambika Prasad
Dhruv (SHO, Anda)
launched investigations.

The team camped in the
village Ruda and collected

the footage of CCTV cam-
eras installed around the
incident site. The CCTV
footage were minutely ex-
amined and more than 50
mobile numbers were
carefully analyzed. They
quizzed the relatives of
the deceased child, his
classmates and the chil-
dren who played with
him. About 250 people
from nearby villages were
also questioned. The team
discovered that the de-
ceased Sameer was last
seen with his 02 minor
friends of the village. On
suspicion, these minors
were interrogated.
Initially they stated that
after playing, they had left
Sameer on the road and
went to their respective
homes. But the villagers
informed that they had
seen the trio together later
on also. Finding contra-
dictions in the statements,
both the minors were in-

terrogated again. Now the
minors narrated another
story and accused an eld-
erly couple of the village
of killing Sameer for steal-
ing custard apple (Sitafal)
from their tree. The mi-
nors kept misleading the
cops but on factual and
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to have
murdered Sameer.

The accused stated that
they used to play regularly
with Sameer Sahu. He ex-
celled in raiding in the
game of Kabaddi and used
to abuse both of them
very often. For this reason
only, they disliked Sameer
and on October 19, they
plot the conspiracy to kill
Sameer. They arranged
plastic bags, ropes and
sacks from the grocery
stores of the village. When
the other kids had left
after playing on October
21, the accused took Samir
to the nursery at the out-

skirts of the village itself
and killed him by inflict-
ing injury on the back of
head with a stone and
choking him to death.
Then they tied the hands
and feet of the body with a
rope and packed the body
in a plastic sack. They
threw the items used in
the crime and returned
back home. After commit-
ting the crime, they had
planned to narrate the
story of stealing Sitafal on
being questioned by the
police.

ASI Sundar Lal Netam,
Dinesh Verma, Jhaggar
Singh Tandon,
Chandrashekhar Soni,
Head Constable Jesmika,
Kamlesh Sahu, Dhannu
Ram, Constable Ajay
Dhimar, Rameshwar
Koma, Himmat Singh,
Bhawani Jagat and
Constable Trupti Dhruve
from police station Anda
and ASI Purna Bahadur,
Shamit Mishra, Head
C o n s t a b l e
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Roman Sonwani,
Constable Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Rajkumar
Chandra, Ashwini Yadu,
Jugnu Singh, Shahbaz
Khan, Vikrant Kumar and
Anup Sharma from ACCU
played a vital role in solv-
ing this blind murder
case.

Juveniles arrested for 
murdering 10-year-old child

Bhilai, Nov 08: 

The two-day DAV
National sports tourna-
ment 2022 Chhattisgarh
Zone concluded in true
spirit on November 07,
2022. The chief guest for
the occasion was Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam
(Minister of School
Education, Tribal Welfare
Govt of Chhattisgarh).
Among the distinguished
dignitaries present were
AM Banjare (District
Education Officer).
Priyamvada Ramteke
(Assistant Commissioner
Adiwasi Development,
Durg). Praveen
Shrivastava (Assistant
Director, DPI, Raipur), NP
Dixit (Educationist and
Ex-vice Chancellor),
AbhayJaiswal (DEO,
Durg), Amit Ghosh
(Assistant Director, Durg)
who graced the occasion
and felicitated the win-
ners. The closing ceremo-
ny started with the warm

welcome of chief guest by
Prashant Kumar (Deputy
Regional Officer DAV
Schools, Chhattisgarh
Zone and Zonal Co-ordina-
tor, DAV National Sports).
Cultural programmes pre-
sented by around 350 stu-
dents of DAV PS HUDCO,
DAV PS Dallirajhara, DAV
PS Jamul, DAV MNIPS
Sankari, DAV PS Sector-2
enthralled everyone.
Acknowledging the
achievements of students
in the sports sector,
Prashant Kumar while
reading the Annual Report
of the schools highlighted
the achievements made by
the students in various
sports competitions. He
expressed immense grati-
tude to the members of the
management of the school
for their consistent coop-
eration in every way. He
had word of appreciation
for the consistent efforts
put in by Physical
Education Department.

Addressing the audi-

ence, the chief guest for
the occasion discussed the
importance of sports in
life. He further said that
the commendable achieve-
ment made by the students
speak volumes of the ef-
forts put in by the physical
education department of
the school. Congratulating

the organisers of the show
the chief guest said that
the students and the teach-
ers sweat out throughout
the year to clinch laurels.

In Discus Throw (boys),
Aditya Choubey of DAV
PS HUDCO bagged the
first prize, Yashwant
Rathia of DAV MMPS,

Badmar, Korba got the sec-
ond prize and Keshav
Kumar Korsha of DAV
MMPS, Bhairamgarh,
Bijapur bagged the third
prize. ln the same event in
girls category, Deepika
Chalki of DAV PS,
Nagarnar bagged the first
prize, Minakshi Singh of
DAV MMPS Patratu,
Balarampur bagged the
second prize and the third
prize was bagged by Anjali
Singh of DAV PS SECL,
Bishrampur.

In High Jump (boys),
Aditya Kumar of DAV PS
Kirandul bagged the first
prize, Siddharth Lakra of
DAV MMPS, Balrampur
bagged the second prize
and Khemchandra of DAV
MMPS, Sulenga,
Narayanpur bagged the
third prize the same event
in girls category, the first
prize was bagged by Riya
Bhagat of DAV PS SECL,
Bishrampur, second prize
was won by Nikita Sandew
of DAV MMPS, Birgaon,

Fulwari and Avani Singh
of DAV PS SECL,
Chirimiri bagged the third
prize. The individual
champion (boys) trophy
was bagged by Ayush
Pandey of DAV Public
School, Hudco and the in-
dividual champion trophy
(girls) was bagged by
Pushpa Sihag of DAV PS
SECL, Gevra Korba. The
cluster champion trophy
was bagged by cluster-4
with 327 points which was
led by Manisha Agarawal
(Principal DAV PS, Gevra).

BP Sahu (ARO cum
Principal DAV lspat,
Nandini) in his vote of
thanks thanked all the
guests for gracing the oc-
casion, sparing their valu-
able time and making this
event a great success. The
chief guest lowered the
flag and announced the
closing of two day sports
tournament. The event
met its conclusion with
the beats of National
Anthem.

Two Day DAV National Sports Tournament culminates
Bhilai, Nov 08: 

National cancer aware-
ness day was celebrated
under the aegis of
Department of
Microbiology and
Biotechnology at St
Thomas College. This day
is celebrated every year on
November 07. On this oc-
casion, Principal Dr MG
Roymon spoke about the
importance of creating
awareness on such dread-
ful disease and signifi-
cance of celebrating this
day. Also, he made stu-
dents aware of the term
“Cancer” and its types.
The program was organ-
ised with the help of PG
students of the depart-
ment, where some stu-
dents created awareness
by presenting their PPT.
Sharon Sunil (MSc 3 rd
sem Biotechnology) creat-
ed awareness on Biology
of cancer, its types and ori-
gin. Arpana (MSc 1 st sem
Biotechnology) helped the

audience in creating
awareness on various can-
cer-causing agents. And fi-
nally Shikhar Mathur of
MSc 3 rd sem
Biotechnology, elaborated
on various preventive
measures, diagnostic tools
and treatment process
with recent advancements
in cancer therapy.

The department cele-
brated this day mainly to
educate the student and
staff about this dreadful

disease. Neha Toppo,
faculty of the department
conducted the program
which was attended by 55
students.

National Cancer Awareness Day
celebrated at St Thomas College

Bhilai, Nov 08: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s OHP, Blast
Furnaces, SMS-3 and
BRM have set new
records on November
07,2022 in production as
well as in techno-eco-
nomics. Director- in -
charge of SAIL-BSP
Anirban Dasgupta visit-
ed these departments on
Tuesday morning and
congratulated the em-
ployees and officers of
the department for their
excellent performance.
Along with this, he also
expressed his best wishes
to the associated depart-
ments of these record-
breaking departments.

OHP Records Highest
Shift Material Handling:
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Ore Handling Plant has
recorded its highest shift

material handling on
November 07, 2022. The
entire team of Ore
Handling Plant in associ-
ation with supporting de-
partments recorded high-
est ever shift material
handling of 26,755
Tonnes in A-Shift on 7th
November 2022 as
against previous best
shift record of 26,430
tonnes recorded on
February 05, 2022.

Blast Furnaces created
a new record in CDI:
SAIL-BSP Blast
Furnaces created a new
record by increasing the
highest ever daily Coal
Dust Injection (CDI) vol-
ume, by injecting 2537
tonnes of coal dust on
November 07, 2022, set-
ting a new record for
highest daily coal dust
injection, surpassing the
previous record of 2435

tonnes of coal dust injec-
tion on November 05,
2022.

SMS-3 Produced
Highest Day Production:
Modex unit Steel Melting
Shop-3 (SMS-3) of Bhilai
Steel Plant produced
Highest day production
of 69 heats on November
07, 2022 and broke the
production record of
Previous highest 66 heats
recorded on July 18, 2022.

Bar & Rod Mill’s New
Production Record:
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Modex Unit, Bar & Rod
Mill has once again cre-
ated a new daily record.
Bar & Rod Mill recorded
best daily production in
the rolling of 12 mm
TMT bars of 2882 Ton on
November 07, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best
of 2867 Ton created on
July 12, 2022.

OHP, Blast Furnace, SMS-3 & BRM
set new records for best production

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0088::  

Bhilai Steel Plant observed
the Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022 from October 31 to
November 06 with great zeal.
During the week long obser-
vance of the VAW, various
competitions, workshops and
sensitization programmes
were conducted by Vigilance
Department for the employ-
ees of Bhilai Steel Plant, their
family members and students
of Schools and Colleges in
vicinity of Bhilai. Objective of
the various activities was to
sensitise the employees, stu-
dents and the citizens towards
the ill effects of corruption
and importance of Integrity,
transparency and accounta-
bility in personal and public
life.  Vigilance and ethics are
the two momentous words
and complementary of each
other. Bhilai Steel Plant has
already had an Ethics Club

which comprises of young stu-
dents of the Schools of Bhilai
Steel Plants. The motto of the
Ethics Club is ‘living a life of
values’ so that every member
becomes a role model in
moral values. Children are
the future of the nation and
the citizens of tomorrow, if
the ethical values will be
inculcated in the children at
the very beginning, we can
ensure the Culture of Ethics,
Integrity and Honesty in the
society, which is very impor-
tant for a developed Country.
Hence, to motivate the young
minds of our surroundings,
some ethical activities were
performed by the Young
Champions of Ethics Club of
BSP in association with
Vigilance Department on
November 06 at Suniti Udyan,
Sector-8 as a concluding
remark of Vigilance
Awareness Week. At the start
of the Programme, Young

Champions welcome the
Guests of the Occasion
Sandeep Gupta, GM
(Vigilance) and Aniket Ojha,
DGM (Vigilance). After that
Flag of Ethics Club was hoist-
ed by Sandeep Gupta, GM
(Vigilance) which was fol-
lowed by Niti Gan by the stu-
dents. During the occasion,
Ethics Pledge was adminis-
tered by all the gathering
present over there.

During the Programme, 12
Monuments of Ethics which
represents Integrity,
Patriotism, Tolerance,
Secularism, Simplicity,
Honesty, Love, Compassion,
Responsibility, Respect,
Non–violence and Unity were
visited by the dignitaries.
During the visit Young
Champions of Ethics Club very
well elaborated about these
12 Monuments to the guests
which are also the 12 values
adopted by Ethics Club. 

At the end of the
Programme, Sandeep Gupta,
GM (Vigilance) enlightened
the Young Champions by his
motivational thoughts. He
elaborated them the impor-
tant of the ethical values in
the life including Integrity and
Honesty and encouraged
them to adopt the 12 values of
ethics as a mantra of their life
and set the examples for oth-
ers.

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0088::  

This year also Kota Study
Circle is conducting the
entrance exam for class 8, 9,
10, 11, and class 12 on Sunday,
November 27. Questions will
be asked from the students
from the syllabus of their cur-
rent class. Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Maths and Mental
Ability based questions will be
asked. Based on the perform-
ance of the student, they will
get attractive discounts in fees
and will also get various
prizes. The confidence level is
clearly seen among the partic-
ipating students. The IQ level
of the students will be
assessed through this test and
accordingly batches will be
made and counselling will be
given to them. The students
will be prepared for the exami-
nations like IIT, NEET, NTSC,
Olympiad etc along with the
school syllabus through sub-
ject experts and teachers
trained at Kota. Due to this
reason only, the students are

not only able to score excellent
marks in the school exams but
also succeed in cracking the
competitive exams. They do
not need to make extra prepa-
ration for school exams. The
specialty of Kota Study Circle
is that the syllabus is complet-
ed on time. Other specialties
of Kota Study Circle include
Original Kota Study Material,
Daily Classes, Weekly Tests,
Personal Counselling,
Motivational Classes, Extreme
Doubt Clearing Classes,
Furnished Classrooms and
Discipline etc. Before taking
admission anywhere else, one
must visit the Kota Study
Circle and attend the classes.
Due to this reason only the stu-
dents from the states of
Orissa, Chhattisgarh, MP,
Bihar, UP etc also stay in the
hostel and study in Kota Study
Circle Branch Bhilai and touch
the heights of life. Interested
students can visit the Kota
Study Circle Branch Bhilai
located at building no 150 and
183 to collect the form.

Bhilai, Nov 08: On
Tuesday, the birthday of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji was
celebrated with religious
fervour and devotion.
Guru Purab celebrations
were held at all the
Gurudwaras of the city. It
is one of the most sacred
festivals in Sikhism. This
year marks the 553rd
birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

The celebrations began
with Kirtans on the day.
Earlier to this, Akhand
Path of Guru Granth
Sahib was conducted at
the Gurudwaras. Grand
Langars were served to
the devotees at the
Gurudwaras. The
Gurudwara committees

ensured that no visitor
leaves hungry. The Ragi
Jatthas of various
Gurudwaras conducted
the Kirtans and spoke
about the teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. They
spoke about Guru Nanak
Dev Ji’s message of Ek
Omkar, which means God
is one and present every-

where. He showed the
path of a compassionate
virtuous life and an inclu-
sive society. His message
guides on the path of cre-
ating a kind and peaceful
world. Local political
leaders also visited the
Gurudwaras and ex-
changed the Guru Purab
greetings with the people.

Guru Nanak Jayanti 
celebrated with devotion 

Registration begins for 
Kota Study Circle’s Scholarship

cum Admission Test

VAW-2022 of BSP concludes with
Ethics activities at Suniti Udyan
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NIT Raipur visits Schools under AIM

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088::  National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur’s Entrepreneurship Cell
(E-Cell) visited Delhi Public
School (DPS), Raipur, and
Krishna Public School(KPS),
Raipur under the Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM) under the guid-
ance of Dr. Chandrakant Thakur,
Faculty In charge, E-Cell, and Dr.
Sanjeev Rajput, Assistant
Professor, Mechanical
Engineering.

The AIM aims to foster an
innovative and entrepreneurial
culture throughout the nation.
Under this mission, school stu-
dents are exposed to upcoming
technologies to increase their
creative boundaries. AIM also
offers platforms and opportuni-
ties for stakeholder collabora-
tions. The aim of the E-Cell team
was to brief students to give
exposure to school students to

innovative concepts ranging
from business to technical
domains.

At DPS Raipur the topic of dis-
cussion was Machine Learning
and its types, use cases, and
what can be achieved with it.
The event began with a warm
welcome of the team which was
followed by the introduction to
E-cell, start-up culture as well as
new programs and policies for
fostering innovation in various
economic sectors. Then, they
were exposed to Machine
Learning explaining how they
can learn it and how Machine
Learning can be used in various
sectors ranging from agriculture
to medicine. They discussed cre-
ative projects which can be
made with the help of this tech-
nology and which programming
languages are used to make
them(Python and R).

Chhattisgarh’s Kiran Agarwal becomes
coach of Indian chess team

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088:: Eminent interna-
tional chess player from
Chhattisgarh, Ms. Kiran Agarwal
has been appointed as the coach
of Indian chess team by All India
Chess Federation. Ms. Kiran will
be participating as a coach in the
16-member Indian team to be
included in the Commonwealth
Chess Championship to be held
in Sri Lanka from November 13 to
23. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel congratulated her on
being appointed as the coach
and said that his sportsmanship
and experience will benefit the
Indian team. Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister Umesh Patel
congratulated her and said that
she has been instrumental in nur-
turing new sports talents. Under
her guidance, the Indian chess
team will definitely do its best.
Earlier in 2004, Kiran Agarwal of
Bhilai, Durg district had achieved
the distinction of becoming the
coach of the Indian chess team.
Chess players of the state are

happy on the appointment of
Kiran Agarwal as the coach. It is
noteworthy that at the time of
Chess Olympiad, torch relay was
brought in Chhattisgarh and
Kiran also got the good fortune
of holding torch. Besides Ms.
Kiran, Praveen Thipsay, V.
Ravichandran and Prasannajit
Dutta have also been appointed
as the coaches of the Indian
chess team. Ms. Kiran Agarwal is
the only female chess player
from the state, who has been
conferred the title of Women’s
FIDE Master by the World Chess
Federation. Kiran has represent-
ed India in more than 15 major
countries like London, Dubai,
Germany, Yugoslavia,
Bangladesh, Doha (Qatar) and
has made her opponents stand
out. In view of her achievements,
the then Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment had awarded her
Vikram Award in 1986.

Atharv wins two medals in All India
Karate championship

Raipur, Nov 08: City-based
NH Goel World School’s
Atharv Poddar brought lau-
rels to Chhattisgarh by win-
ning two medals in the All
India Open Karate
Championships held at
Ganchibowli Indoor
Stadium, Hyderabad recent-
ly.

According to the informa-
tion received, in Individual
Kumite Event, Atharv
Poddar secured Second
Position to win Silver Medal
in 10 years age group and 45
Kg weight group. Also, in

Individual Kata Event -
Atharv won Bronze medal
to make it two for himself.

Ramesh Pradhan is the
Coach under whom he has
excelled the skills.

He said that he is grateful
to the school management
and teachers to motivate
him and also give him per-
mission to participate in the
event.

Work for human welfare by adopting
thoughts of Guru Nanak Dev: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 08: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey on
Tuesday participated in
the Prakash Parv, the birth
anniversary program of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the
founder of the Sikh Panth.
Speaking on the occasion,
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji
dedicated his life for the
welfare of mankind by
eradicating the distinction
of religion and caste.
Service to mankind was
the main focus of his
thoughts. She said that fol-
lowing the teachings of
Sikh religious leaders, peo-
ple should engage them-
selves in  human service

work. Governor Ms. Uikey
attended the program of
Guru Nanak’s birth an-
niversary organized at
Khalsa School, Raipur on
Tuesday. Addressing the
Sikh community gather-
ing in the program, the
Governor said that the
teachings of Shri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji have become
more relevant for the socie-
ty today. The acceptance of
his teachings is beyond re-
ligions to all mankind. She
said that we all should im-
bibe his teachings. The
Governor said that Sri
Guru Nanak Dev was not
only a great thinker and
philosopher but also a so-
cial reformer. He was a
supporter of hard work
and honesty. Uikey said
that we should always earn
money by hard work and
honesty in our life. Along
with this, it should also be
used for public welfare.
Guru Nanak Dev Ji started
the practice of langar in

Sikhism to eradicate dis-
crimination from the soci-
ety.

In langars, Sikh commu-
nity serve food to every-
one, whether rich or poor,
with love. We do not find
such a system anywhere
else in the world. The light
of knowledge is spread
through his teachings. By
removing the evils from
the society through his
messages, Guru Nanak
Dev Ji  also worked to give
a new direction to the soci-
ety, said Governor. He in-
spired people to walk on
the path of love, goodwill
and brotherhood for world
peace and human welfare.
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that today we need to take
a pledge that we will al-
ways follow the thoughts of
Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. By
creating mutual harmony
and love, we will play our
part in the development of
the country. On this occa-
sion, the Sikh community
felicitated the Governor.
The students of National
Association for the Blind
also sang ‘Shabad’ in the
program.

On this occasion, an
overview of the medical
camp organised in the
school premises was also
done by Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey. Sikh
community including
MLA duo Mr. Kuldeep
Juneja and Mr. Vikas
Upadhyay, Mr.
Gurucharan Singh Hora

Cycle rally today to encourage youth to register as voters
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088::  To motivate
young voters to get their names
included in the voter list, a cycle
rally has been organized by the
office of the Chief Electoral
Officer on November 9. Chief
Electoral Officer Mrs Reena
Babasaheb Kangale will lead the
rally from Telibandha Talab to
Ghari Chowk. The rally being
organized on the theme of
‘Pedal for Participative
Elections’, this cycle rally will
start from Telibandha Talab in
Raipur at 7 am and reach Ghari
Chowk.

Chief Electoral Officer Smt.
Reena Babasaheb Kangale,
Additional Chief Electoral
Officer Smt. Shikha Rajput
Tiwari and Raipur Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure,
officers-employees of Chief
Electoral Officer’s office will
also participate in the cycle
rally. Chief Electoral Officer
Smt. Kangale has appealed to
the residents of the city to moti-
vate and make the young voters
aware by participating in the
cycle rally in large numbers.

The Election Commission of

India is starting a special brief
revision of electoral rolls from
9th November across the coun-
try. This work will start with the
initial publication of voter list in
Chhattisgarh and across the
country on 9th November. At
the national level, this drive is
being started from Pune,
Maharashtra. Chief Election
Commissioner of the country
Rajiv Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anoop Chandra
Pandey will participate in vari-
ous programs organized on 9th
November.

BJP to stage road blockade on
ST reservation issue today

Raipur, Nov 08:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would stage road
blockade on November 9 at
the district headquarters
to register protest against
the decrease of Scheduled
Tribe (ST) reservations
from prevailing 32% to
20% following the High
Court verdict.

However, the opposition
BJP terms it be a conspira-
cy of Congress govern-
ment to reduce the reser-
vations of ST community.

BJP Tribal Morcha

President Vikas Markam
said that the Congress gov-
ernment had even failed to
protect the promotion of
thousands of government
officials and employees
from ST community and
added that with the
change in Reservation
Roster, several of the ST
employees are now denied
with promotion.

He said that senior
Tribal leader Nand Kumar
Sai would be leading the
agitation against the state
government on

Wednesday at Raipur near
Lalpur Overbridge where-
as former Union Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai would be
holding demonstration at
Jashpur, BJP General
Secretary Kedar Kashyap
at Narayanpur, Lata
Usendi at Kondagaon,
Mahesh Gagda at Bijapur,
Kamalbhan Singh at
Ambikapur, Ramsewak
Paikra at Surajpur,
Nankiram Kanwar at
Korba, Damrudhar Pujari
at Gariabandh and Vikas
Markam at Dhamtari.

Sikh community has set a great
example of selfless services: CM

Raipur, Nov 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday attended a pro-
gramme organized at
Khalsa School in Raipur to
mark the occasion of Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

Addressing the gathering
on the occasion he greeted
everyone on the auspicious
occasion of the 553rd Birth

Anniversary of Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji. “Guru Nanak
Ji gave the message that the
master of the entire uni-
verse is one, and all are his
servants. Sikhism believes
in ‘Seva-Bhav’ or a sense of
service for others”, he said.
In this programme, he
bowed his head in front of
Guru Granth Sahib.
Besides, the Sikh society
honored the Chief Minister
by presenting him with a
shawl and a ‘kirpan’.

He added saying that not
just people belonging to the
Sikh community in the

country and the world, but
people from other communi-
ties as well also visit the
Gurdwara on this auspi-
cious day to offer prayers
and seek the blessings of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He said
that the Sikh community
has always extended a help-
ing hand to people in need in
difficult times. They are
known for their selfless
service and the best exam-
ple of this is during the
Covid-19 pandemic times.
They offered ‘langar’ to all
the people in need besides
providing them with other

necessary stuff including
medicines and oxygen cylin-
ders.

Speaking about the efforts
made by the Sikh communi-
ty in Delhi, the Chief
Minister said that the
Gurdwara committees gave
full cooperation in making
available oxygen cylinders
to the needy in many parts
of the national capital by
setting up ‘oxygen langars’.
Saluting the Sikh’s spirit of
selfless service, he said that
the community has set a
great example of selfless
service for the rest of the

world to follow. Baghel noted
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji also
visited Chhattisgarh, he
traveled from Kabir
Chabutra of Amarkantak to
Garhphuljhar. On the de-
mand of people belonging to
the Sikh community, the
state government an-
nounced to development of
Garhphuljhar as a popular
tourist attraction.

The Chief Minister said I
also had the privilege of of-
fering flowers at Guru
Nanak Dev Ji’s feet. On this
occasion, the Chief Minister
also visited the health camp
and released a collection of
poems by Manpreet Kaur.
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board President and MLA
Kuldeep Juneja,
Chhattisgarh Minorities
Commission Chairman
Mahendra Chhabra,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Vikas Upadhyay,
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar and
representatives of Sikh soci-
ety were present on the oc-
casion.

Baghel takes holy dip at Mahadev Ghat 
of Kharun River on Kartik Purnima

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 08: On the
auspicious occasion of
Kartik Punni, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Mahadev Ghat of
Raipur in the morning
and took a holy dip in the

Kharun river. He prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the people
of the state by taking
Kartik Purnima
Snan(bath). He also ex-
tended his greeting to all
the people of the state on
the occasion of Kartik
Punni Mela.

On this occasion, he
said “ We are following
our religious, cultural
and social traditions.
People from all the sur-
rounding villages take
part in Punni Mela.
Punni Mela is our ancient
tradition, it belongs to the
traditions of both our vil-
lages and cities of
Chhattisgarh. There has
been a tradition of taking

snan(bath) in the morn-
ing and offering
Jal(water) to Shiva in the
month of Kartik, and
from this day onwards
the fair starts in the ghats
of the villages”. “Today
we are also celebrating
the auspicious day of
Prakash Parv, the birth
anniversary of Guru
Nanak Ji, across the
country. He had an old re-
lationship with
Chhattisgarh, so we have
decided to develop
Garhphuljhar in the
Mahasamund district as a
tourist destination”, he
added.

He said that announce-
ment was made for the de-
velopment of the Kharun

river Ghat last year, and
now with the provision in
the budget, the develop-
ment work of the Ghat
will start soon. The farm-
ers have started harvest-
ing paddy in the state.
The procurement of
paddy has also started
from November 1, the
farmers are selling paddy
at a support price and
they are also getting paid
on time. Before Diwali,
the third instalment of
the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana was trans-
ferred to the farmers.

He further said that to
save the culture and tradi-
tion of Chhattisgarh, the
National Tribal Dance
Festival on the occasion

of Rajyotsava was organ-
ised recently. The state
government is persistent-
ly working for the preser-
vation and development
of Chhattisgarh’s culture
along with education,
health and employment
and the people of the state
have equally participated
in it. Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas
Upadhyay, Chairman of
Gau Seva Aayog Mahant
Ram Sundar Das, Advisor
to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Mayor
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation Aijaz
Dhebar, public represen-
tatives and a large num-
ber of devotees were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Programme organ-
ized to mark the
occasion of Guru
Nanak Jayanti

Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey
attended the 
program organised
on the occasion of
Guru Nanak  Jayanti

Prays for the 

happiness and 

prosperity of the 

people of the state

Says efforts are being

made to preserve and 

promote rich culture

of Chhattisgarh 

BJP to start search
of candidate for
by-polls today

Raipur, Nov 08: While the
ruling Congress has already
held meeting to choose can-
didate for the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
elections, the principal op-
position Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would hold de-
liberation for the same on
Wednesday.

According to the informa-
tion received, the former
Rajya Sabha member
Ramvichar Netam would be
interacting with the party
rank and file on Wednesday
during his visit to Kanker
on Wednesday. Member of
Parliament Santosh Pandey,
MLAs Shivratan Sharma
and Ranjana Sahu are the
other Observers appointed
by the BJP President for the
selection of candidates for
the by-elections. All these
senior leaders would sub-
mit their report on the basis
of which a panel would be
prepared to select candi-
date. BJP Election
Committee would be an-
nouncing the candidate for
the by-elections within next
three-four days.

Raipur, Nov 08:
The three-day 7th
Sub Junior
National Kurash
c h a m p i o n s h i p
being organized
under the aegis of
K u r a s h
Association of
Chhattisgarh at
Balbeer Juneja
Indoor Stadium,
concluded here on
Tuesday.

According to the infor-
mation received, more
than 500 players and offi-
cials participated in the
mega event. Speaking at
the virtual ceremony, the

Patron of the Kurash
Association Jagdish
Tytler encouraged the
players to work hard for
medal in the forthcom-
ing Asian Games.

Sub Jr National Kurash
championship concludes

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated and
extended his best
wishes

CM hails SC verdict on EWS reservation,
bats for population-based SC/ST quota

Raipur, Nov 08:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
welcomed the Supreme
Court’s verdict upholding
the validity of the reserva-
tion to the economically
weaker sections (EWS) and
said Scheduled Tribes (ST)
and Scheduled Castes (SC)
should get benefit of the
existing quota for them on
the basis of their popula-
tion.

Talking to reporters at
the Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Raipur after re-
turning from campaigning
in the poll-bound Himachal
Pradesh, Baghel said a po-
litical “change” is in-
evitable in the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-ruled
northern state and the
promise of ‘10 guarantees’
made by his party
Congress in the hill state
has started showing im-
pact.

Asked about the apex
court’s landmark judge-
ment upholding the consti-

tutionality of the 10 per
cent reservation granted
by the Centre to EWS in ad-
missions and government
jobs, the senior Congress
leader said, “We welcome
the verdict. We want that
as per the provision of the
Constitution, ST and SC
communities should get
reservation on the basis of
their population.”

“As per the Mandal
Commission report, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
should get 27 per cent
reservation. We support 10
per cent reservation to
EWS,” he added.

Notably, the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in September this year had
set aside the state govern-
ment’s 2012 order (when
BJP was in power) to raise
the quota to 58 per cent in
government jobs and ad-
missions in educational in-
stitutions and held that
overall reservation exceed-
ing the apex court-mandat-
ed 50 per cent ceiling was

unconstitutional.
Following the HC deci-

sion, reservation for tribal
communities, which com-
prise about 32 per cent of
Chhattisgarh’s population,
declined to 20 per cent from
32 per cent.

Queried about the reser-
vation benefits for STs in
the Congress-ruled state,
Baghel said, “This decline
in reservation of tribals to
20 per cent happened due to
the BJP and now we will
rectify it.”

“I have clearly told tribal
communities that whatev-
er is provisioned in the
Constitution (for reserva-
tion), they will get it and no
one can stop it,” the CM
said. Baghel, senior
Congress observer for the
Assembly polls in
Himachal Pradesh, said a
“wave of change” is sweep-
ing the BJP-ruled state and
the impact of his party’s
promise of 10 guarantees
in the manifesto is visible
on the ground.

Bapu’s vision of ‘self-dependent villages’
is now turning into reality: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0088:: “Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi’s
vision of ‘Gram Swaraj’ is turn-
ing into reality in
Chhattisgarh”, Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel. Among
all the Gauthans built in vil-
lages under Godhan Nyay
Yojana, 3089 Gauthans have
become self-supporting. From
October 15 to October 31,
2022, about 50 percent of the
amount paid in lieu of dung
procured in Gauthans has
been paid by self-supporting
Gauthans. This is a welcome
change. The self-supporting
Gauthans have so far procured
cow dung worth Rs 24.15 crore
from their own resources.

Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
was addressing a program

organized at his residence
office here today for the trans-
fer of payment against the
dung procurement, release of
dividend amount to women
self-help groups and Gauthan
committees and sugarcane
incentive amount to the sugar-
cane-producing farmers. Chief
Minister directed the officers
to promote the use of vermi
compost in Rabi season and to
encourage the procurement of
Gaumutra in Gauthans.

It is worth mentioning that
in lieu of the cow dung pur-
chased in the last fortnight of
October, a total of Rs 4.69
crore has been paid to the vil-

lagers and cattle owners
today. This includes payment
of Rs 2.37 crore by the depart-
ment and Rs 2.32 crore by the
self-supporting Gauthans.
Chief Minister said that this is
a positive change and State
Government aims to empower
all the gauthans and make
them self-supporting in near
future. Gauthan committees
have been empowered to con-
duct the activities in gauthans
from their own resources.

At the program, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
released an amount of Rs. 5
crore 35 lakh online to dung
vendors, cattle rearing vil-

lagers, women self-help
groups associated with
Gauthans and Gauthan com-
mittees. An amount of Rs 4.69
crore was paid in the Gauthans
from October 15 to October 31
against the procurement of
2.35 lakh quintals of cow dung
from cattle rearing villagers
and farmers. Likewise, the div-
idend amount of Rs.39 lakh
was paid to Gauthan commit-
tees and Rs.27 lakh was
released to the women groups.
Agriculture Minister Mr.
Ravindra Choubey, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Mineral Development
Corporation Mr. Girish
Devangan, Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Pradeep Sharma,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh were also present in the
program. Chief Minister fur-
ther said in his address to the

programme that including the
amount paid today under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, a total of
Rs 179.28 crore has been paid
to dung vendors since the
launch of the scheme.
Similarly, a total of Rs 164.24
crore has been paid to the
Gauthan committees and the
women self-help groups so far.
He said that so far 76 thou-
sand 820 liters of Gaumutra
(cow urine) has been pur-
chased at the rate of Rs.4 per
liter in 83 Gauthans of the
state. In Gauthans, 24,348
liters of pesticide ‘Brahmastra’
and 18,722 liters of growth
enhancer ‘Jeevamrut’ have
been prepared by women self-
help groups, and they have
earned Rs 15 lakh from the
sale both the aforementioned
products. This activity should
be further encouraged. An
amount of Rs 68.90 crore paid
to the sugarcane-producing
farmers    

1,293 youth received on-spot
learning license in Rajyotsava

Raipur, Nov 08: People
were very excited by avail-
ing the advantage of the
on-spot facility of license
issuance in the stalls of the
Transport Department
during the Rajyotsava at
Science College ground in
the capital Raipur as 1
thousand 293 youth were
given on-spot learning li-
censes in six days from
November 01 to 06. These
include 103 licenses on Nov
1, 178 on Nov 2, 219 on Nov
3, 189 on Nov 4, 279 on Nov
5 and 325 on Nov 6.

It is worth mentioning
that as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, transport related

services in Chhattisgarh
are being made easier and
user friendly by the
Department under the
guidance of Transport
Minister Shri Mohammad
Akbar. Moreover, an im-
portant facility namely
“Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwar” which means
Government at your
doorstep is being operated
efficiently by the
Transport Department.
Under this, people have
received about 14 lakh
smart card based registra-
tion certificates and driv-
ing licenses sitting at
home .

In order to make the
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more acces-
sible, a helpline number
75808-08030 has been issued
by the department, which
provides information and
is operational from 10 am
to 5.30 pm on all working

days. Applicants can also
get the desired informa-
tion by contacting the e-
mail id cgparivahandis-
patch@gmail.com. By call-
ing on the above helpline
number, applicants can get
all the desired information
related to the dispatch of
their driving license and
registration certificate.

Similarly, in order to
make availing of transport
related services easy and
in the vicinity of people’s
homes, transport facility
centers are being opened
in Chhattisgarh. Under
this, 235 transport facility
centers have been estab-
lished in the state so far.
Through the exhibition in
the stalls put up by the
Transport Department
during the Rajyotsav, infor-
mation was also given on
the following; security reg-
istration plates, one-time
settlement scheme, panic
button facility for women’s
safety in passenger vehi-
cles, traffic rules and road
safety and Electric Vehicle
Policy-2022 etc. Under this,
the facilities of road tax
wavier under Electric
Vehicle Policy 2022, DBT,
facilities of subsidy, ex-
emption from permit and
exemption from conven-
tional fuel and 10 percent
subsidy (maximum up to
1.50 lakh) are also 
available.

‘Technovate’concludes at IIIT-NR

Raipur, Nov 08:
Technovate, a three day
long annual techno-cultur-
al fest of IIIT Naya Raipur,
concluded here on Sunday.
During the three days, var-
ious, events and celebrity
nights were organized in
the institute campus.
Students were invited
from around the country
to be part of Technovate.

Out of three days, day
one was marked with the
inaugural session ad-
dressed by Dr. Pradeep K
Sinha, Director IIIT Naya
Raipur. The events lined
up on the first day were
ConquerThe Space - a quiz
based on science and tech-
nology, whose winners
were‘PS-1’ from IIIT-NR
and1st runner ups

‘SHABS’ from NIT Raipur,
2ndRunnerups were team
‘Not Found’ from IIIT-
NR.Next was Hacknovate-
which consisted of hack-
ing competition, ‘Hack
Crypto’-a Ethereum smart
contract hacking game,
whose winners were
Yathin Prakash
Kethepalli, Shyam
Agarwal and Vinay
Agarwal all from IIIT-NR,
and ‘Bugbash’- a platform
to improve debugging and
analytical skills, whose
winners were Varun
Joshi, Ankit Sharma and
Yogesh Kumar, all from II-
ITNR.

On the second day,
Technovate was full of
cultural activities like
Nukkad Natak, a musical

event and a robotics event.
They were namely Awaaz-
A Nukkad Natak competi-
tion in the form of street
play, based on social and
women empowerment
themes. Robolution-a plat-
form to test robot-making
skills, which further had
Roborush, Robofutsal, and
Game changer type
events. RaagRaatri-a mu-
sical competition to show-
case the power of voice in
a melodious way and
Battle of Bands-a musical
competition that was per-
formed in a group to en-
tertain the mass with the
sound of the band.

The last day was full of
enthusiasm and relishing
events like fashion show,
dance events, and many

more like Infinity Perplex-
a competition to deter-
mine analytical skills to
solve problems in given
scenarios with coding
skills. For this the first
prize was bagged by
Yogesh Kumar,second by
Varun Joshi, and third by
Dhaval Kumar.
ElectroBlitz- a sensor-
based project development
competition, had winners
as first prize bagged by
Team Sighted, second was
Team Pikachu.
Rangostav-a painting com-
petition to bring out the
artist passion in science
and superstitions, God in
us, art in music, and mod-
ern art. The first prize
was bagged by Riya
Dhawas, second by

Abhilash Dutta, and third
by Sonali Banjare. Next
was Nacho-a dance com-
petition to show the colors
and energy of youth
through dance. In solo
first prize was bagged by
Pranay, second by VS
Anagha and third by
Sakshi and in group per-
formance, first was ‘Spirit
of Dance Studio’, second
‘Team Nrityam’, and third
‘Duet from AIIMS’. Next
was ‘The New Vogue’-a
fashion show to present
grace with some fashion-
able attires depicting mod-
ern and traditional cul-
ture. The winners in the
western theme were first
AmoghDubey and second
Surjit Gill, and among
girls first was
AmishaSaytode.In tradi-
tional theme, first Jai
Vardhan and Miral
Kumar Ratre and in girls
first was Geetika Malewar
and second Sonali Tudu.

Apart from the above,
this year, Technovate em-
braced the presence of
various eminent personal-
ities. The fashion show
was judged by Harshali
Chauhan Miss
Chhattisgarh 2014, DJ
Carnivore set the dance
floor to dance and last but
not the least, famous
Bollywood singer Ash
King performed on the
last day with his mesmer-
izing songs that made the
night fully enjoyable.

Annual Literary Fest Calamus 3.0 at PtJNMC

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 08: Annual
literary fest Calamus 3.0
was organised at Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College (PtJNMC)
Raipur. Poetry recitation
and impromptu speech
competition was held
under the fest on
November 5. Dr Arvind
Neral was present as
chief guest on the occa-
sion. Contestants for im-
promptu speech competi-
tion were given three
minutes of time to think
and deliver speech. All
the participants per-
formed well in the com-
petition.

In poem recital compe-
tition the participants
had to present their own
poetry or a poem written
by someone else in a
unique way.

In both the competi-
tions, the participants

were given marks on the
basis of their presenta-
tion style, confidence and
subject. In impromptu
speech, first position was
given to Anjali Mishra
(2020), second position to
Madhulika Ganguly (2021)
and third position to Dr
Shreyas Srivastava (1017).
Anjali Mishra again got
the first position in poetry
recitation while second po-
sition was given to
Divyansh Bajaj (2018) and
third position to Pragati
Satpati (2021). Today quiz
and speech competition
was organised with the
sponsorship by
Chhattisgarh Tourism.

The speech competition
was based on the theme
‘Privacy - is it still possi-
ble’. A total of four rounds
were held in this competi-
tion.

The first round of quiz
was conducted on General
Science, the second round
on current affairs, the

third round on
Chhattisgarh Tourism and
the last round on
Bollywood. Finally a
hackathon was organized
in which different types of
problem statements were
given to the students. This
program was conducted in
groups of 5-5. The partici-
pants were given 1 minute
to think for this and 2 min-
utes to tell the solution of
the problem.

In the speech competi-
tion, first prize was given
to Anjali Mishra (2020),
second prize to Pragati
Satpati (2021) and third
prize to Dr. Anvesha
Moharana (2017). In quiz
competition was given to
2017 batch, second prize to
2021 batch and third prize
to 2021 batch.

First prize was
hackathon was bagged by
Harshita Sahu, Sujata
Sahu, Harshita Talandi,
Sahil Dhadha of 2021
batch.

1.11 lakh MT paddy purchased in the first week 

Raipur, Nov 08: The cam-
paign of paddy procure-
ment in Chhattisgarh
which was started on
November 01 by the state
government under the
able leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is in full swing and this
campaign will continue
till 31 January 2023. It is
worth mentioning that
just in the last seven days,
1 lakh 10 thousand 196 MT
of paddy has been pro-
cured from farmers in the
state on support price.
Today on 7th November,
39,946 MT of paddy were

purchased from the farm-
ers. In lieu of this, a pay-
ment of Rs 295.65 cr has
been released to the farm-
ers under the bank linking
system so far.

Food Department
Secretary Topeshwar
Verma informed that
16589 tokens were issued
to the paddy-selling farm-
ers. In which 1857 tokens
were issued by the Tuhar
Haath App. Moreover, for
the purchase of paddy in
the coming days, 21,804 to-
kens have been issued for
the procurement of paddy
in the state and 2,269 to-
kens have been issued
through Tuhar Hath App.
Due to such measures,
Paddy procurement con-
tinues uninterrupted in
the state and Officials are
continuously monitoring
the process of paddy pro-
curement. No complaint
has been received from
anywhere regarding the
purchase of paddy.

Officials of the Food
Department informed that
this year around 110 lakh
metric paddy is expected
to be procured. Also,25.92
lakh farmers have been
registered in the state for

selling paddy on support
price, out of which about
1.86 lakh are newly regis-
tered farmers. 2497 pro-
curement centers have
been set up for the pur-
chase of paddy on support

price in the state and this
year, normal paddy is
being purchased from
farmers at the rate of Rs
2040 per quintal and grade-
A paddy at the rate of Rs
2060 per quintal.
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Chief Minister paid Rs
68.90 crore to farmers
under sugarcane pro-
motion scheme

From 37,641 farmers; 
a total of Rs 295.65 cr
paid to farmers

2497 procurement cen-
ters for selling paddy

Tokens are also being
issued through Token
Tuhar Hath App

People were excited by
the convenience of
availing license in the
stall of the Transport
Department

Raipur: The Chhattisgarh
government has complet-
ed the contracting process
with 720 millers for lifting
and custom milling of
paddy that are being pro-
cured from farmers on
support price in the state.
Direct lifting of paddy for
custom milling by con-
tracted millers from pro-
curement centers has also
been started.

In compliance with the
directions of Chief
Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel, along with the pro-
curement of paddy in the
state, parallel arrange-
ments for lifting and cus-
tom milling have been en-
sured by the Food
Department. So that the
procured paddy can be dis-

posed of in time-limit. The
custom milling contract
process with the millers
was started by the
Chhattisgarh government
from about a month and a
half ago. Till now 720
millers of the state have
signed the contract for lift-
ing of paddy, custom
milling, and deposition of
rice under the
Chhattisgarh quota in the
central pool of the state,
and the process of con-
tracting with the remain-
ing millers is under
progress.

Till now against pro-
cured paddy, milling per-
mission for about 13.32
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been issued,
and the contract has been
issued for 7.93 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy for cus-
tom milling, which is
much higher than the
paddy procured so far.
Issuing DO for the lifting
of procured paddy and
lifting of paddy from cen-
ters has also been started.

It is worth mentioning

that in Chhattisgarh, the
registered area of 25.89
lakh farmers of the state
is 31.32 lakh hectares for
the sale of paddy at the
minimum support price,
which is the highest regis-
tration ever since the for-
mation of the state. For
the Kharif marketing
year 2022-23, in the inter-
est of the farmers of the
state, paddy procurement
has started in the state
from November 1, 2022,
and will continue till
January 31, 2023.
Guidelines regarding mill
registration for speedy
lifting and disposal of pro-
cured paddy in the state
were also circulated by the
state government on
September 27, 2022, before
the commencement of
paddy procurement. The
process of registration,
permission, and contract-
ing of mills for lifting, dis-
posal, and custom milling
of paddy in the state has
also been started with the
commencement of paddy
procurement.

720 millers signed the contract for custom milling

Millers get milling per-
mission for 13.32 lakh
MT of paddy

Contract issued for
7.93 lakh MT of paddy
for custom milling



Mungeli, Nov 08: 

District Collector
Rahul Deo here reviewed
the law and order situa-
tion in the district in de-
tail by taking a joint
meeting of officers of
Revenue and Police
Department.

In the meeting, he di-
rected to strengthen the
information system to
maintain law and order
in the district and for
this, he told the team of
officers of the district ad-
ministration and police
administration to work
in coordination with each
other. Talking about
paddy procurement, he
said that it is a high pri-
ority task of the govern-
ment and for this, during
the procurement of
paddy, instructions were

given to keep a strict vigil
on the coaches and mid-
dlemen and take strict ac-
tion against those selling
illegally paddy. Similarly,
he also instructed the pa-
trolling team to visit the
paddy procurement cen-
ters continuously and
said that the amount of
farmers selling paddy on
support price is getting

deposited in their bank
accounts. He directed to
eliminate the cases regis-
tered in the police sta-
tion, and to take action
against those who are
gambling and against il-
legal liquor sellers. On
this occasion SDM, DSP,
Tehsildar, Naib Tehsildar
and SHO of all the sub-di-
visions were present.

Arang, Nov 08: 

After the police action
on the complaint made
before Diwali festival,
due to the illegal liquor
sale, in village Kathia, po-
lice personals and in-
charge of Mandir Hasaud
police station Virendra
Chandra reached the vil-
lage, and urged the vil-
lagers for fearless cooper-
ation in dealing with
criminals into the illegal
liquor sale.

According to the deci-
sion taken in the village,
a memorandum was
handed over to the in-
charge of the station and
a demand was made to
bring it to the attention of
the police station and
concrete action was
asked to stop sale of
liquor, which according
to villagers is creating
unrest among the sur-
rounding villages too,
which includes village
Budeni, Asoda and

Ameri. On this occasion,
the women of village
Kathia also decided to be
vigilant in Kathia like the
women of village Tekari.
Apart from felicitating
Mr. Chandra for better
police arrangements on
Diwali festival, villagers
also honored Bhukhau
Verma, Jhangal Kurre
and Shankar Verma, resi-
dents of Kathia, who
stayed away from alcohol

consumption. On this oc-
casion Sarpanch of vil-
lage Kathia Rupendra
Verma, Deputy Sarpanch
Radhika Kannauje,
Panch Sevakram Kurre,
Mahrin Bai, Jamin Bai
Verma, Govardhan
Verma, representatives of
regional district pan-
chayat members Lalita
Verma Krishna Verma
and Anita Thansingh
Sahu were also present.
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Bilaspur, Nov 08: 

One day State level
workshop was organized
in the auditorium of
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bilaspur by Juvenile
Justice Committee,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bilaspur in collaboration
with Chhattisgarh State
Judicial Academy and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority re-
garding the effective im-
plementation of POCSO
Act, 2012, with the major
stakeholders of POCSO
Act, namely DLSA
Secretaries, Depatment of
Education, Police, Health,
Women and Child welfare
and Commission for pro-
tection of Children.

The above workshop
was inaugurated by
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief Justice,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Justice Gautam Bhaduri,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Executive

Chairman, State Legal
Services Authority,
Justice Sanjay K.
Agarwal, Judge,
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Justice P.Sam Koshi,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Chairman
Juvenile Justice
Committee, Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel,
Judge, Chhattisgarh High
Court, and Member
Juvenile Justice
Committee Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel by
lighting the lamp.

Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami address-
ing the program said that
today we are reviewing
the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act, which was
enacted in 2012, we have
to consider the challenges
in its implementation,
the shortcomings, he di-
rected all the stakeholders
to play their role serious-
ly, for the benefit of the
children. He further said

that whatever we do in
life, it must be done with
all seriousness and dedi-
cation with heart, and
good work will yield good
results.

In his address Justice
Gautam Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Executive Chairman
State Legal Services
Authority said that the so-
ciety has to come out of
such mentality that only
small girls are unsafe in
the country, but according
to the figures small boys
is also at risk. It is also
worth mentioning here

that men are considered
to be the culprits for these
crimes, while sometimes
women also have equal
participation in it. He also
said in his address that
only women doctors have
been authorized for
health examination in the
Act, the same must be
taken seriously.

Keynote address was
given by  Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Chairman,
Governing Body,
Chhattisgarh State Nyaya
Academy. Introductory

speech and welcome
speech by Justice P.Sam
Koshi, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and President Juvenile
Justice Committee, in
connection with the pro-
gram The vote of thanks
of innaugural session
was done by  Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwari,
Judge Chhattisgarh High
Court and Chairman
Juvenile Justice
Committee. Justice P.Sam
Koshi, Judge of
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Chairman, Juvenile
Justice Committee, said

that sexual crime against
children is not discussed
openly in India and it is
considered as a taboo sub-
ject. Good touch, bad
touch, lack of communi-
cation regarding sexual
consent and non-report-
ing of crimes in this re-
gard increase these
crimes. He said that it is
the duty of all of us under
the Constitution that any
kind of violence against
children are not be just
and forgivable. The first
session of the workshop
was presided over by
Justice P. Sam Koshi and

as members, Justice
Arvind Singh Chandel,
Mrs Tejkunwar Netam,
Chairperson, Child State
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights, Mrs Divya Umesh
Mishra, Director, Women
and The Child
Development Department
. In the second session
presentations were given
by A.P Wariyal, Member
Secy. Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority,
Department of Women
and Child Development,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, UNICEF,
Commission for
Protection of Child
Rights, Special Courts,
POCSO Act.

The third session have
been presided over by
Justice Arvind Singh
Chandel and Members
Justice Deepak Kumar
Tiwari, Arun Dev
Gautam, Secretary, Home
Department and Job
Zakaria, Chief Officer,

UNICEF. The closing ad-
dress was given by
Justice Deepak Kumar
Tiwari, Member, High
Court Juvenile Justice
Committee, Chhattisgarh.
Presentations were pre-
sented on this occasion by
Mrs Sushma Sawant,
Director, State Judicial
Academy, Department of
education, health and po-
lice. The discussion in the
program was done by Dr.
Sanjeev Shukla, IG, Dr.
VR Bhagat, Deputy
Tyrector, Health
Department, Rajkumar
Tiwari, Assistant
Director, Public
Education.

The concluding address
was delivered by  Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwar,
vote of thasnks for the
event was delivered by
Smt Sushma Sawant,
Director CSJA and pro-
gram was conducted by
Mrs  Garima Sharma,
Additional Director,
Academy.

Workshop discusses on effective implementation of POCSO Act
Hosted by Juvenile Justice Committee, HC Bilaspur

Bhubaneswar, Nov 08:  

Roop Narayan Sunkar,
an officer of Indian
Railway Service of
Engineering (IRSE) of 1985
batch has joined in East
Coast Railway as General
Manager, today.
Prior to the new posting
Sunkar was working as
Chief Administrative
Officer (Construction) of
South East Central
Railway (SECR) at
Bilaspur. He also worked as
Chief Project Director
(CPD)/Bridge Work in
West Central Railway,
Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM)/ Ratlam,
Chief Bridge Engineer in
North Central Railway &
West Central Railway,
Chief Engineer
(Construction) at Bilaspur.
After completing his
Engineering Graduation
from Barkatullah
University, Bhopal, Sunkar
has joined in Indian
Railways in 1985. He has

vast experience in
Construction of Projects
and commissioning.
During 2020-21, 228 kms of
Railway projects were com-
missioned that includes
new line and doubling &
3rd Line which is the high-
est progress amongst all
zonal railways of Indian
Railways.

Apart from this, asset
construction and mainte-
nance like Bridge Work
and execution of other
projects by adopting proac-
tive approach and has been
praised from all corners.

Sunkar is highly commit-
ted and devoted officer hav-
ing brilliant knowledge
and command on Bridge
Works, always willing to
shoulder extra responsibil-
ity. He is also highly moti-
vational officer who dis-
plays exceptional leader-
ship skills and earns the
loyalty. Taking every task
as a challenge, Sunkar al-
ways strives to move for-
ward in fulfilling the mis-
sion of Indian Railways.
Apart from his Degree in
BTech along with vast
knowledge in construction
and maintenance of infra-
structure / assets, Sunkar
has completed his LLB
from Rani Durgavati
Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur
in 2005, Post Graduate
Diploma in Environment
and Sustainable
Development and also
having Post Graduate
Diploma in Disaster
Management from Indira
Gandhi National Open
University, Delhi.

Roop Narayan 
Sunkar, new GM ECoR

TI reaches village 
Kathia to meet villagers

Bemetara, Nov 08: 

Certificate of partici-
pation was given to
Kulbhushan Taram by
Chhattisgarh School
Games &Directorate of
Public Instruction
Raipur, Chhattisgarh for
his participation in the
team of Soft Ball Under-
19 Boys, 22nd State Level
School, Games 2022-23
from the Durg Zone of
Chhattisgarh. The team
got the first position in
the competition and re-
ceived the Gold Medal.
The games were organ-

ized in
R a i g a r h
from Nov

2-5. Dr.
S at ya j i t
H o t a ,

Principal pre-
sented his certifi-

cate of being a
State Champion to

him in the morning as-
sembly for inspiring him
and other aspirants of
sports from the school
and extended thanks to
his coach Kishan Mandle.

The students of the
school were inspired to
participate in the games
and sports with the en-
deavour of Kulbhushan
Taram. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal admired him to
participate in all the com-
petitions. All of the
teachers and students
praised Kulbhushan
Taram.

Shri Kamaljeet Arora,
Chairman, Shri Pushkal
Arora, Director and Shri
Sunil Sharma ,
Administrator congratu-
lated him.

Kulbhushan Taram is the
State Champion from Allons

Mungeli, Nov 08: 

Training cum
Deepawali Milan of
newly appointed head
masters was organized
in Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Stadium in
Mungeli-nagar. The
chief guest of the pro-
gram was the Minister
of Public Health,
Engineering and
Village Industries and
the Minister in charge
of the district, Guru
Rudrakumar.

The program was
presided over by
Thaneshwar Sahu,
Chairman, State
Backward Classes
Commission. President
Hemendra Goswami,
District Panchayat Vice
President Sanjit
Banerjee, President of
A d a r s h ? ? K r i s h i
Produce Market
Committee Atma Singh
Kshatriya, District
Panchayat member cou-
ple Jageshwari
Ghanshyam Verma,
senior citizens Rakesh
Patre and Sagar Singh
Bais also participated.
While congratulating

and congratulating the
newly appointed head
readers, the Minister
in-charge of the dis-
trict, Guru
Rudrakumar, said that
the role of teachers is
not only in building a
better future for the stu-
dents, but also they play
an important role in the
development of society,
state and nation. He
also announced to give
Rs. 5 lakh for Shikshak
Sadan.

Earlier in the train-
ing program, the
Assistant Program
Coordinator Ashok
Kashyap, District
Education Officer
Savita Rajput, Senior
Citizen Ruplal Kosare,
District Vice President
of Teachers
Association Baldau
Sahu, Provincial
General Secretary of
Teachers Association
Sanjay Upadhyay,
District of Joint
Teachers Association
President Mohan
L a h i r i , D i s t r i c t
Secretary of Teachers
Association, Poshan
Sahu and a large num-

Training cum Deepawali
Milan of newly appointed

HMs organized

Strict action to be taken against 
middlemen in paddy procurement: Collector

Dhamtari, Nov 08:

The stone for many
construction works in
the dairy run by ‘Maa
Angar Moti Godham
Samiti’ in Dhamtari VS
area was laid at the
hands of Rajya Sabha
MP Saroj Pandey and
under this stone was
laid for shed construc-
tion work by RS MP as
well. RS MP Saroj
Pandey was the chief
guest of the stone laying
programme and in this
regional MLA Ranjana
Dipendra Sahu was also
present.

First the leader duo
Saroj Pandey and RD
Sahu offered prayers to
cow and laid stone for

shed construction work
amidst the rituals.
Speakign on the occa-
sion RS MP Saroj
Pandey said that she got
an honour to render
service to mother cow
and it would remain
memorable to her for en-
tire lifetime. Therefore
she urged the Samiti
members to allow her to
offer prayers and rituals
to 33 ‘Koti Devi-Devatas’.

MLA Ranjana Sahu
said that by offering
prayers to ‘Gaumata’,
majority of the troubles

and sins are rooted out
and the person gets the
blessings of all the Gods
and Goddesses and
‘devi-devatas’. This also
helps one relieved of
diseases and sadness.
She also expressed grati-
tude for getting opportu-
nity to offer prayers to
‘Gaumata’.

On this occasion office
bearers of Samaj and
Gau Sewa Samiti were
present in large number
along with members of
Maa Angor Moti
Godham Samiti.

RS MP Pandey lays stone for shed 
 In ‘Gaushala’ run

by Maa Angar Moti
Godham Samiti

AAmmaarrkkaannttaakk,,  NNoovv  0088:: Vigilance
Awareness Week (VAW) was
observed from Oct 31 to Nov 6,
with the motto “Corruption
Free India – Developed India”.
In this Vigilance Awareness
Week, various programs were
organized at Indira Gandhi
National Tribal University
(IGNTU(, Amarkantak in which
rally was taken out.  Paintings,
posters, speeches and lecture
series were organized to make
local villagers aware and rally
was taken out in Haat Bazar
near the university. This
awareness campaign was
organized in honor of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth

anniversary on 31st October.
The purpose of which is to con-
sider the concern of the grow-
ing menace of corruption and
its consequences. 
On this occasion, Vice
Chancellor of the University,
Professor Sriprakash Mani
Tripathi, in his speech said that
“This week is important
because vigilance and aware-

ness is the growing need of
developing countries.  which
focuses on social upliftment
and transformation.  As a citi-
zen, it becomes our responsi-
bility to follow this theme and
maintain the integrity of our
nation by exposing and report-
ing the malpractices within our
system.  We should report such
practices through various

channels to the Central
Vigilance Commission as it is
an appropriate place to lodge
complaints against Central
Government employees.  
The Central Vigilance
Commission is an apex Indian
government body, established
in the year 1964 to address
government corruption.  It was
given statutory status in 2003
by an Act of Parliament.  It is
an autonomous body and is
free from the control of any
executive authority.  All the
members of the Mandal,
including the President of
Srishil Mandal, Smt. Sheela
Tripathi, along with the offi-
cers, staff and students of
Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak, cele-
brated this week with enthusi-
asm.

Rajnandgaon, Nov 08:

Under the aegis of
National Legal Services
Authority and State
Legal Services Authority
Chhattisgarh, a mega
camp was organized
under the guidance of
District Judge and
Chairman of District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Rajnandgaon
with the aim of spread-
ing awareness in judicial
process for all citizens.

The mega Camp is or-
ganized in Village
Manki, Tornakatta,
Khuteri, Ira, Sankara,
where the Judicial
Magistrate of the
District Court

Rajnandgaon, Ashish
Bhagat and Judicial
Magistrate Ruchi
Mishra, went among the
general public and made
them aware of the infor-
mation related to the law.

Information was also
given regarding the up-
coming National Lok
Adalat which is going to
be organized on 12
November 2022.

The general public
was made aware of the
various provisions of the
above Act regarding fine
and imprisonment and
the scheme of free legal
service and NALSA
helpline numbers 15100
and 14567 have been pro-
vided.

Vigilance & awareness is growing need of developing countries: V-C
 VAW observed in

IGNTU from Oct 31
to Nov 6

DLSA organizes mega camp
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People float miniature boats 
on Kartik Purnima

Bhubaneswar, Nov 08 (PTI) 

People of all ages
thronged water bodies
across Odisha on the occa-
sion of Kartik Purnima on
Tuesday and floated minia-
ture boats to commemorate
the ancient maritime histo-
ry of Kalinga.

Water bodies from ponds
to sea beaches wore a
colourful look as people
ranging from children to the
elderly observed the tradi-
tion of ‘Boita Bandana’ or
worship of boats on the oc-
casion.

They also placed lit ‘diyas’
(earthen lamps) and kept
betel leaves and nuts on the
miniature boats.

The annual ritual was ob-
served with much enthusi-
asm after two years sans
COVID restrictions.

Governor Ganeshi Lal
and Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik were among several
dignitaries who greeted peo-
ple.

As the day coincided with
lunar eclipse, people com-
pleted the rituals before 5.50
am in accordance with the
Hindu almanac.

Huge congregations were
seen at Gadagadia ghat of
Mahanadi river in Cuttack
and Bindu Sagar tank near
Shree Lingaraj temple in
Bhubaneswar.

The festival is also cele-
brated in a big way in Shree
Jagannath temple in Puri,
where the sibling deities
Lord Balabhadra, Goddess
Subhadra and Lord
Jagannath adorn golden at-

tire, also known as ‘Raja
Rajeswari Bhesa’.

The boat floating tradi-
tion celebrates the ancient
maritime history of Kalinga
when traders, called
‘Sadhabas’, used to embark
on voyages to islands in
southeast Asia as Java,
Sumatra and Bali for busi-
ness.

When the traders went on
a voyage, their family mem-
bers performed ‘Boita
Bandana’ for their safe re-
turn. “Even though traders
from Odisha no longer go on
voyages to other countries
on wind-powered boats,
Odias continue to celebrate
the spirit of Kalinga’s past
glory by symbolically float-
ing miniature boats on
water bodies,” Asit
Mohanty, a researcher of
Odisha’s culture and tradi-
tion, said.

Court acquits man of charges of voyeurism
New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI) 

A court here has acquit-
ted a man of the charges
of voyeurism and assault-
ing a woman with an in-
tent to disrobe her, observ-
ing that the case appeared
to be based on a premedi-
tated complaint without
any element of truth.

The court was hearing
a case against Babu Sahab
Rai, who was accused of
assaulting the com-
plainant with the inten-
tion of disrobing her, be-
sides capturing her im-
ages while she was
bathing between July 2012
and November 11, 2016.

According to the com-
plainant, Rai had also in-
sulted her modesty.

“It can conclusively be
held that the complainant
has failed to prove the
case against the accused
beyond reasonable doubt
and therefore, the accused
is acquitted of the of-
fences under sections
354B (assault or use of
criminal force to woman
with intent to disrobe

her), 354C (voyeurism)
and 509 (word, gesture or
act intended to insult the
modesty of a woman) of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC),” Metropolitan
Magistrate Alka Singh
said in a recent order.

The court said the com-
plainant had alleged that
Rai had assaulted her and
beaten her up on several
occasions, but no medical
records were submitted as
evidence.

Apart from the husband
of the complainant, no
other witness was exam-
ined by the prosecution,
the court said.

Further, it said there
was nothing on record to
substantiate the allega-
tion that Rai took pictures
of the complainant while
she was bathing and the
claims were merely
“empty and hollow oral
imputations”.

Noting that no such
photographs were re-
trieved by police, the
court said in the absence
of evidence, it would be
“highly unjustifiable to

hold the accused liable for
the alleged act of
voyeurism”.

It also said the com-
plainant’s role in the en-
tire sequence of events
appeared to be “dubious”.

“What is more bizarre
here is the fact that the
complainant admitted to
having written letters to
the accused, although
claiming it to be under
pressure, but such an
averment appears to be a
pretence...(and) a volition-
al act,” the court said.

Noting that the com-
plainant had first alleged
that she was raped by Rai
and later said the accused,
on various occasions, at-
tempted to rape her, the
court said her version
was “contradictory”.

“Thus, she herself was
not consistent and forth-
right in her assevera-
tions...and if it was in-
deed a case of rape then
again, no charges for the
said offence were pressed
against the accused at the
time,” the magistrate
said.

‘PM’s remark on CAA aimed at Guj, LS polls’
Kolkata, Nov 08 (PTI) 

Trinamool Congress
Tuesday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for his recent remarks on
CAA and said it is a hoax
aimed at creating a com-
munal narrative ahead of
the Gujarat assembly and
Lok Sabha polls.

TMC iterated that it will
never allow the implemen-
tation of the Act in West
Bengal.

TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said, “The
BJP tries to come up with
new tricks every time elec-
tions come up”.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Monday
said by giving citizenship
in Gujarat to persecuted
Sikh families from abroad
it has been underlined that
no matter where the Sikhs
may be, India is their
home.

As a tribute to the sacri-
fices made by the people of
Punjab The Partition
Horrors Remembrance
Day has been started on

August 14, he said.
“We have also tried to

create a way to give citi-
zenship to the Hindu and
Sikh families affected by
the Partition by bringing
in the CAA,” he said.

Ghosh said those who
had come to India from
Pakistan and erstwhile
East Pakistan have al-
ready got their citizenship.

“This issue of CAA is a
complete hoax aimed at
fooling the people. Every
time there is an election,

BJP brings up this issue to
create a communal narra-
tive. This has become an
old trick.

“As Gujarat election is
now knocking at the door,
BJP is again trying to flare
up the issue. It should now
stop using such lies to cre-
ate narratives,” Ghosh,
who is also the TMC state
general secretary, said.

The Centre recently de-
cided to grant Indian citi-
zenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians who left
Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan and settled
in two districts of Gujarat
under the Citizenship Act,
1955.

“What citizenship is
BJP talking about? Those
who have come to India
post-partition, are they not
citizens of the country?
Will BJP now decide who
is a citizen and who is not?
The TMC will never allow
implementation of CAA in
West Bengal,” he said.

Reacting to Ghosh’s re-
mark, state BJP general

secretary Agnimitra Paul
said the party is known to
keep its promise and CAA
won’t be an exception.

“ BJP always keeps its
promise. The CAA too will
be implemented in West
Bengal,” she said.

The promise of imple-
menting the controversial
CAA had been a major poll
plank of the BJP in the
last Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls. The saf-
fron party’s leaders con-
sider it a plausible factor
that led to the rise of the
party in Bengal and had
helped it to bag all five
Matua-dominated Lok
Sabha seats in 2019, be-
sides at least 29 assembly
seats in 2021.

Matuas, who make up
for a large chunk of the
state’s Scheduled Caste
population, had been mi-
grating to West Bengal
from Bangladesh since the
1950s ostensibly due to re-
ligious persecution.

The Act came into being
in 2019 but the rule is yet to
be framed.

GUJARAT CAMPAIGN

Keshod (Guj), Nov 08 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday said the BJP has
ruled in Gujarat for 27
years and people should
now give a chance to his
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
for five years.

Holding roadshows in
Junagadh district on the
last day of his five-day
tour of the election-bound
state, he said he would not
ask for votes next time if
an AAP government did
not fulfil its promises.

“When we form a gov-
ernment in Gujarat, I will
take the responsibility of
your family as your broth-
er and a member of your
family. The first thing
needed to be done is to end
inflation. Neither the BJP
nor Congress talk about
inflation,” he told a gather-
ing at Keshod in the dis-

trict. The AAP govern-
ment will pay people’s
electricity bills, he said,
adding that in Delhi and
Punjab people get electric-
ity round-the-clock with
“zero bills”.

“I just have one request
to make. You have given
them (the BJP) 27 years,
give me five years. I am
only asking for five
years....if I do not work,
next time I will not come
to ask for a vote,” Kejriwal
said. He did not have
money to contest the elec-
tion and despite being the
chief Minister of Delhi for
seven years he has not
made a single penny, he
said. “I am an educated,
honest man who knows
how to build schools and
hospitals. If you want
dirty politics and hooli-
ganism, then go to them
(the BJP). If you want
schools and hospitals,

then come to me, I am an
engineer, I know how to
work,” Kejriwal further
said.

He has provided schools
in Delhi where the chil-
dren of both the rich and
the poor study together
and he will do the same in
Gujarat, he said.

An AAP government
will also construct hospi-
tals where people can
avail of free treatment, he
added. “No party talks
about schools, hospitals,
electricity, jobs. AAP is the
only party that does that,”
Kejriwal said.

Before Keshod, Kejriwal
held a roadshow in
Junagadh city. He was also
scheduled to take part in
another roadshow in
Mangrol later. He held
roadshows at several
places in the last five days
ahead of the next month’s
Assembly elections.

Cong leader Mohansinh Rathva
quits, joins BJP

Ahmedabad, Nov 08 (PTI) 

In a jolt to the opposition
Congress ahead of the
Assembly polls in Gujarat,
senior MLA Mohansinh
Rathva on Tuesday re-
signed as a party member
and legislator and joined
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

Rathva, 78, sent his res-
ignation letter to state
Congress chief Jagdish
Thakor.

A prominent tribal
leader, Rathva is a ten-
time Member of the
Legislative Assembly and
currently represents the
Chhota Udaipur (ST) con-
stituency in central
Gujarat. Before 2012, he
had represented Pavi-
Jetpur (ST) constituency
in the Chhota Udepur
district.

Recently, Rathva had
announced that he

would not seek a ticket
for the next month’s
Assembly elections but
wanted the party to field
his son Rajendrasinh
Rathva from his seat in-
stead.

Congress Rajya Sabha
MP Naran Rathva has
also reportedly sought a
ticket for his son from
the same seat.

Gujarat will vote in
two phases on December
1 and 5. The counting of

votes will be taken up on
December 8.

After sending his res-
ignation letter, Rathva
reached the Gujarat BJP
office in Ahmedabad
where he was inducted
into the party by state
general secretaries
Bhargav Bhatt and
Pradeepsinh Vaghela.

Rathva’s sons
Rajendrasinh and
Ranjitsinh also joined
the BJP at the function.

When asked if the BJP
will give him a ticket for
the Assembly polls,
Rathva claimed he is
“100 per cent” sure.

“However, I have not
sought a ticket. I am get-
ting old now. My son
Rajendrasinh is an engi-
neer. He is BE civil. He
was having a feeling that
we should join BJP,”
Rathva told reporters at
the BJP headquarters.

‘Anyone can lead Cong in HP’
Shimla, Nov 08 (PTI) 

The Congress on Tuesday
said a new line of leadership
has emerged in Himachal
Pradesh and anyone can lead
the party after the assembly
election results are an-
nounced.

Claiming that the party
was headed towards a two-
thirds majority in the state,
Congress general secretary
Randeep Surjewala said Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
would have difficulty in win-
ning his own seat.

Commenting on the poten-
tial challenge being faced by
the Congress in the absence of
stalwart Virbhadra Singh,
who was a six-term chief min-
ister, Surjewala said change is

the law of nature. “A new line
of leadership has already
emerged in the Congress and
anyone can lead the party,” he
told reporters at a press con-
ference here. The Congress
general secretary said the
party was fighting the assem-
bly polls under a collective
leadership and the victory of

the party would be the victory
of each Congress person.

Asked about AICC general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra being the face of the
party in the elections in the
hill state, he said, “She is our
national leader and is spear-
heading the campaign. All
other senior leaders are cam-
paigning. Ours is a collective
leadership.” Asked about
Rahul Gandhi’s absence from
the poll campaign, Surjewala
said he will be here when
the Congress government
will be formed in Himachal
Pradesh. “Why is the BJP so
afraid of Rahul Gandhi?
Why is the BJP so afraid of
even Rahul Gandhi’s name
and his shadow?” he asked,
noting that “the very fact

that the BJP is so scared of
him proves the point”.

Asked about the BJP’s at-
tack on the Congress for
making promises without
considering its financial im-
plications, he said, “The
truth is that the pot is call-
ing the kettle black.”

“The Congress has the
economic wisdom, political
sensibilities and a sense of
proportionality. We know
how to run governments
and we have run govern-
ments in the past successful-
ly and we shall be able to
suitably implement our
promises and guarantees.
Those who are known as
‘jumlebaaz’ across the world
should stop giving ‘gyan’ to
us,” he said.

ADVANI B’DAY CELEBRATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets veteran BJP leader LK Advani on the 

latter’s birthday, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PREZ OFFERS PRAYERS

President Droupadi Murmu offers prayers to Guru Nanak Dev on the occasion of
Gurpurab, at President’s Bodyguard Regimental Gurudwara in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Set aside 
ii Bengaluru: A division

bench of the High
Court of Karnataka has
set aside an order of a
designated economic
court that ordered
blocking of @INCIndia
and @BharatJodo
Twitter handles calling
it “punitive action.”
The order is subject to
the Congress party re-
moving the offending
content before noon on
Wednesday.The
Congress agreed to re-
move the 45-second clip
that used the copyright-
ed song before noon on
Wednesday from all its
social media accounts.

Run over 
ii Anand: A 54-year-old

woman died after being
run over by the
Mumbai-bound semi
high-speed Vande
Bharat Express train
near Anand railway sta-
tion in Gujarat on
Tuesday, Railway Police
said. The victim, identi-
fied as Beatrice
Archibald Peter, was
crossing the track when
the accident took place
at 4.37 pm, said an offi-
cial here.

Holy dip 
ii Haridwar: Scores of

devotees took a holy
dip in the Ganga at
Har ki Pairi and other
ghats on Kartik
Purnima on Tuesday.
A ritual bath on
Kartik Purnima is
considered sacred as
Lord Vishnu is be-
lieved to have been
born on this day, said
astrologer Pandit
Manoj Tripathi.
Coinciding with the
year’s last lunar
eclipse, the day as-
sumes even greater
significance, he said.

Arrested
ii Indore: An employee of

a government hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore was arrested on
Tuesday for allegedly in-
dulging in unnatural sex
with a 25-year-old patient
at the facility, police said.
The incident had taken
place at the government-
run Maharaja
Yeshwantrao Hospital
(MYH), Sanyogitaganj
police station in-charge
Tehzeeb Qazi said.

Flesh trade 
i Thane: Two persons,

including an auto-rick-
shaw driver, have been
arrested for allegedly
pushing women into
flesh trade in Thane dis-
trict of Maharashtra,
police said on Tuesday.
A woman pushed into
flesh trade was rescued,
they said.

Decamp 
ii Hoshiarpur: A group

of armed miscreants
forcibly entered a
dera’ here on Tuesday
and decamped with Rs
20 lakh cash and some
documents, police
said. At least 45 people
carrying pistols and
some sharp-edged
weapons broke into
Dera Santgarh located
in Harkhowal village
in the early hours of
the day, said police.

A devotee takes a dip in
the holy ‘sarovar’ at
Gurudwara Bangla Sahib
on the occasion of the
553rd birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev, in New
Delhi, Tuesday. 

Randeep Surjewala

Assam witnesses year’s
last lunar eclipse

GGuuwwaahhaattii,,  NNoovv  0088  ((PPTTII))  Assam,
like several other parts of the
country, witnessed the year’s
last lunar eclipse on Tuesday.

As the time of the moonrise
in the state was later than that
of the start of the eclipse, the
initial phase of it was not visi-
ble here, Guwahati
Planetarium curator Babul
Bora said. “The lunar eclipse
began at 2.39 PM and the total
eclipse phase at 3.36 PM. But
the moonrise in Guwahati was
at 4.34 PM, hence the phenom-
enon was visible only after that
here,” he said.

“The total eclipse till 5.12
PM as well as the partial
eclipse till 6.19 PM was visible
from Guwahati,” he added.
Bora said the towns further
east of Guwahati, such as
Dibrugarh and Jorhat, wit-
nessed the eclipse for a longer
duration as the moon rose ear-
lier in those parts. He also said
that no special arrangements
were made for viewing the
event as a lunar eclipse can be
seen without any eye protec-
tive gear.

Kejriwal holds roadshows

Kunal Ghosh

To celebrate
Odisha’s maritime
history



JAISHANKAR AND LAVROV IN TALKS

Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, left, and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov talk to each

other after a joint news conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 8.
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Islamabad, Nov 08 (PTI):

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday condemned the as-
sassination attempt on for-
mer premier Imran Khan,
and demanded a “free, fair
and impartial” probe in the
case to “bring the facts for-
ward”. Khan, 70, suffered bul-
let injuries in the right leg on
November 3 when two gun-
men fired a volley of bullets
at him and others in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab
province, where he was lead-
ing a protest march against
the Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. “I was hit by 4 bullets,”
Khan said in his address to
the nation from a hospital in
Lahore on November 4, a day
after he was shot during a
rally in Punjab province.

Pakistan’s Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah has

repeatedly questioned the na-
ture of Khan’s injuries.

“I’d like to utter my con-
demnation [ ] absolutely
there needs to be free and fair
investigation. An attack on
the former prime minister or
anyone needs to be probed in
an impartial manner,”
Bilawal said in an interview
to CNN, adding that the in-
vestigation should be con-
ducted in a proper manner to
“bring the facts forward”.

Meanwhile, Fawad
Chaudhry, a former federal

minister and a senior leader
in Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party praised
Bilawal for giving a “ma-
ture statement” on the for-
mer cricketer-turned-politi-
cian. “Who can feel the pain
of terrorism more than
Bilawal,” he said, refer-
ring to the assassiation of
his mother and former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto during an election
rally in 2007. Chaudhry
also urged the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) chair-
man to release the de-
tained PTI workers in
Sindh “who were also just
demanding a free and fair
probe” into the attack on
Khan.

Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on
Tuesday registered an FIR
in the assassination at-
tempt on the PTI chief,

days after the incident, and
named the assailant Naveed

Mohammad Basheer, as the
prime accused in the case.

Bilawal demands ‘impartial’ probe into Imran Khan assassination attempt case

Kyiv, Nov 08 (AP):

Ukraine’s president has
hinted at the possibility of
peace talks with Russia, a
shift from his earlier re-
fusal to negotiate with
President Vladimir Putin
that came on the eve of
crucial elections in the
United States.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
urged the international
community late Monday
to “force Russia into real
peace talks” and listed his
usual conditions for dia-
logue: the return of all of
Ukraine’s occupied lands,
compensation for damage
caused by the war and the
prosecution of war
crimes. That is a change in

rhetoric at least from a
man who signed a decree
in late September stating
“the impossibility of hold-
ing talks” with Putin. But
since his preconditions ap-
pear to be non-starters for
Moscow, it’s hard to see
how that would advance
any talks. Western
weapons and aid have
been key to Ukraine’s abil-
ity to fight off Russia’s in-

vasion, which some ini-
tially expected would
more easily roll through
the country. But US
midterm elections
Tuesday will define the
amount and the shape of
Washington’s future politi-
cal and financial support
for Ukraine. If
Republicans win control of
Congress, it could become
more difficult for
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration to push for-
ward large packages of
military and other aid for
Ukraine. Russia and
Ukraine held several
rounds of talks in Belarus
and Turkey early on in the
war, which is now nearing
its nine-month mark.

Zelenskyy: Talks with Russia 
possible on Ukraine’s terms

London, Nov 08 (PTI):

Nearly one in six people
living in England and
Wales last year were born
outside the country and
Indians constituted the
largest chunk at 1.5 per
cent of residents, accord-
ing to latest statistics
based on the country’s
2021 census data.

The UK’s Office for
National Statistics (ONS)
found that India remained
the most common country
of birth outside of the UK
last year at 920,000 people,
followed by Poland at
743,000 people or 1.2 per
cent of residents and
Pakistan at 624,000 (1 per
cent).

“One in six usual resi-
dents of England and
Wales were born outside
the UK, an increase of 2.5
million since 2011, from 7.5
million (13.4 per cent) to 10

million (16.8 per cent),” the
ONS said in a release.

“India remained the
most common country of
birth outside the UK in
2021,” it said.

The top three countries
of birth outside the UK for
England and Wales re-
main unchanged as India,
Poland and Pakistan since
the last census 10 years
ago, with the numbers ris-
ing across all categories
India from 694,000, Poland
from 579,000 and Pakistan
from 482,000 in 2011.

The census data also
shows that Polish (760,000,
1.3 per cent), Romanian
(550,000, 0.9 per cent) and
Indian (369,000, 0.6 per
cent) were the three most
common non-UK pass-
ports held by residents in
England and Wales in
2021.

London remained the
region with both the

largest proportion of peo-
ple born outside the UK
and the largest proportion
of people with non-UK
passports.

In 2021, more than four
in 10 (40.6 per cent) usual
residents in London were
non-UK born, and more
than one in five (23.3 per
cent) had a non-UK pass-
port.

This is a marginal in-
crease since 2011, when
36.7 per cent of London
residents were non-UK
born and 21.0 per cent had
a non-UK passport.

The number of people
who listed Romania as
their country of birth
grew by 576 per cent since
the previous census, from
80,000 in 2011 to 539,000 in
2021 marking the highest
out of any country, driven
by working restrictions
for Romanian citizens
being lifted in 2014.

“The census paints a
picture of how the make-
up of the population has
changed in the past
decade. That decade, of
course, saw us leave the
EU as well as live with the
pandemic,” said Jon
Wroth-Smith, Census
Deputy Director.

“While these events
may have had an impact
on people’s decisions or
ability to migrate or travel
at a given time, the census
tells us about the change
over the whole decade
who was living here in
March 2021, compared
with March 2011. We can
see Romanians have been
a big driver in this change,
while there have also been
increases due to migra-
tion from India, Pakistan
and Poland, as well as
southern European coun-
tries such as Italy,” he
said.

Indians make up largest foreign-born 
residents in England and Wales: Census

Dubai, Nov 08 (AP):

Iran’s official news
agency said Monday that
the gunman who killed 13
people at a major Shiite
shrine last month was a
citizen of Tajikistan.

The militant Islamic
State group has claimed
responsibility for the Oct.
26 attack on Shah Cheragh
in the city of Shiraz, one of
Iran’s top five Shiite
shrines. But the govern-
ment has tried to blame
the attack on the largely
peaceful anti-government
protests, without offering
evidence.

Iran initially said 15
were killed in Shiraz but
later revised the number
to 13 over double-counting.

The report on IRNA
identified the gunman as
Sobhan Komrouni. He
died in a hospital in south-
ern Iran, days after the
Oct. 26 attack, from in-
juries sustained during
his arrest.

Citing Iran’s

Intelligence Ministry,
Monday’s report said the
gunman’s accomplice was
an Afghan citizen,
Mohammad Ramez
Rashidi. A third suspect,
from neighboring
Azerbaijan, was allegedly
the “main coordinator” of
the attack from Iran’s capi-
tal, Tehran, the report
said.

IRNA said authorities
have arrested 26 suspects
purportedly with links to
extremist groups over the
shrine attack, all reported-
ly nationals of Azerbaijan,
Tajikistan and
Afghanistan.

It said, without elaborat-
ing, that some of the sus-
pects were planning a sim-
ilar attack in the city of
Zahedan in the restive
southeastern province of
Sistan and Baluchestan,
the scene of the deadliest
unrest since the protests
began. Iran is embroiled
in weeks of anti-govern-
ment protests that erupted
after a 22-year-old Kurdish

woman, detained after al-
legedly violating the coun-
try’s strict dress code for
women, died in custody in
September.

On Monday, authorities
restricted access to Iran’s
beach soccer team when it
returned to the country
after defeating Brazil at
the International Beach
Soccer Cup in Dubai on
Sunday.

One of the players had
celebrated after scoring a
goal by mimicking a fe-
male protester cutting off
her hair, a gesture that ap-
peared to express support
for the demonstrations.

Iran’s football federation
threatened to punish play-
ers who had “disrespected
professional and sports
ethics,” citing a ban on on-
field political demonstra-
tions, without elaborating.

Last month, Iranian
rock climber Elnaz Rekabi
competed in South Korea
without wearing Iran’s
mandatory Islamic head-
scarf, known as the hijab,

a move that was widely in-
terpreted as expressing
support for the protests. A
huge crowd of supporters
gave her a hero’s welcome
at the airport.

In an interview with
state television upon her
return to Iran she said the
act was “unintentional,”
but it was unclear if she
spoke under duress.

The BBC’s Persian serv-
ice, which has extensive
contacts within Iran de-
spite being banned from
operating there, reported
that Iranian officials had
seized both Rekabi’s mo-
bile phone and passport,
and that her flight had
been moved up unexpect-
edly. The Iranian Embassy
in Seoul denied what it
said was “false news and
disinformation” regard-
ing Rekabi’s departure.

The International
Olympic Committee said it
received assurances from
Iranian officials that she
would not suffer any con-
sequences.

Gunman behind shrine attack was from Tajikistan: Iran

Los Angeles, Nov 08 (AP):

Chris Evans may have
put down Captain
America’s shield but he’s
got a new badge of honour:
he’s been named People
magazine’s Sexiest Man
Alive.

People’s selection was an-
nounced Monday night on
Stephen Colbert’s late night
show and on the magazine’s
website.

Evans, who for nearly a
decade played Captain
America in Marvel’s
sprawling superhero films,
takes the baton from anoth-
er Avenger, Paul Rudd.

“My mom will be so
happy,” he told the maga-
zine for its cover story,
which hits newsstands on
Friday. “She’s proud of
everything I do but this is
something she can really
brag about.” He also knows
that he’s likely to be teased
by close friends. “Really this

will just be a point of bully-
ing,” he joked in an inter-
view. “It’s ripe for harass-
ment.” Among those likely
to heckle him are co-stars
and previous Sexiest Man
Alive winners like Rudd,
Ryan Reynolds and Chris
Hemsworth. (Hemsworth,
who plays Thor in the
Marvel films, was the first
Avenger to win People’s an-
nual honour, which was
first handed out to Mel
Gibson in 1985.) Other past

honourees include John
Legend, Dwayne Johnson,
Idris Elba, Adam Levine,
Richard Gere, Channing
Tatum and David Beckham.

People interviewed
Evans, 41, at a Georgia
farmhouse, where the actor
talked about finding a better
work-life balance. “The
most enjoyable aspect of my
career right now is feeling
secure enough to take my
foot off the gas,” he said.

Evans’ first film role
came in 2000’s “The New
Comers” and he played su-
perhero Johnny Storm in
two “Fantastic Four” films
released in 2005 and 2007.
But he gained widespread
fame in 2011 with the re-
lease of “Captain America:
The First Avenger”.

Since then, he’s played
the wholesome superhero
in 10 Marvel films, laying
down his shield after saving
the universe in “Avengers:
Endgame” in 2019.

Chris Evans named Sexiest Man
Alive by People magazine

London/Islamabad, Nov 08 (PTI):

A supporter of former
Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan has spray
painted on the wall of the
building here where
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharif ’s son
Hussain has an office, in
an act that constitutes
“criminal vandalism”
under law in the UK.

On Monday evening, a
British Pakistani support-
er of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf ’s (PTI) Chairman
Khan, posted a photo on
Twitter where he was seen
standing against the
boundary wall of
Stanhope House, which
was spray painted with the
words: “You can’t kill IK
chor”.

The phrase is being con-
strued by many on social

media as being targeted at
the Sharifs. The slogan ap-
peared just days after
Khan was shot and injured
at his rally in Wazirabad.

Khan has repeatedly al-
leged that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the
younger brother of Nawaz
Sharif, is among the three
people who plotted to as-
sassinate him. Shehbaz
Sharif has dismissed
Khan’s allegations.

Khan, 70, suffered bullet
injuries in the leg on
Thursday when two gun-
men fired a volley of bul-
lets at him while leading a
protest march against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. He underwent suc-
cessful surgery and has
now been shifted to a pri-
vate residence in Lahore.

Ali is routinely seen out-
side Avenfield House and
Stanhope House, shouting

anti-Nawaz slogans, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed.

Some Twitter users
praised Ali, however, oth-
ers pointed out that his ac-
tion falls under criminal
vandalism in the UK.
Under the Criminal
Damage Act 1971, a person
caught doing graffiti can
face a prison sentence of
up to ten years or a fine if
the damage costs more
than 5,000 pounds.

If the damage caused is
less than 5,000 pounds, an
offender could face three
months in prison or a fine
of 2,500 pounds. Offenders
can also be prosecuted
under the Anti-Social
Behaviour Act, of 2003.

However, there was no
word on whether a com-
plaint or charges had been
filed. Nawaz Sharif, 72,
who was convicted in the

Avenfield properties case
and sentenced to ten years
in prison, has been in
London since November
2019 after arriving there
for a medical emergency.

His sons, Hassan Nawaz
and Hussain Nawaz who
live in London, were de-
clared as ‘absconders’ by a
Pakistani court after they
failed to appear in any of
the three corruption cases
lodged against them along
with their father after a
Supreme Court decision in
July 2017.

Sharif was disqualified
as prime minister in July
2017 by the Supreme Court
following a challenge to
his office by cricketer-
turned-politician Imran
Khan on the basis of the
publication of the Panama
Papers, which alleged that
the Sharif family stashed
away assets in London.

Imran Khan’s supporter spray paints 
outside Sharifs’ office in London

Sharm-el-Sheikh, Nov 08 (AP):

World leaders are mak-
ing the case for tougher
action to tackle global
warming Tuesday, as this
year’s international cli-
mate talks in Egypt heard
growing calls for fossil
fuel companies to help
pay for the damage they
have helped cause to the
planet.

United Nations chief
Antonio Guterres warned
Monday that humanity
was on “a highway to cli-
mate hell with our foot on
the accelerator,” urging
countries to “cooperate or
perish.”

He and leaders such as
Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley said it was time to make fossil fuel companies contribute to

funds which would pro-
vide vulnerable countries
with financial aid for the
climate-related losses
they are suffering.

The idea of a windfall
tax on carbon profits has
gained traction in recent
months amid sky-high
earnings for oil and gas
majors even as consumers
struggle to pay the cost of
heating their homes and
filling their cars.

The U.S. mid-term elec-
tions were hanging over
the talks Tuesday, with
many environmental
campaigners worried that
defeat for the Democrats
could make it harder for
President Joe Biden to
pursue his ambitious cli-
mate agenda.

Leaders push for climate
action, fossil tax at UN talks

Egyptian member of parliament Amr Darwish (C) is es-
corted outside by United Nations security during a press
conference hosted by the Global Campaign to Demand
Climate Justice and attended by Sanaa Seif, sister of im-
prisoned British-Egyptian activist Alaa Abdel Fattah, on
the sidelines of the COP27 climate conference in Egypt’s
Red Sea resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh on November 8.
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AAP’s appeasement

Arvind Kejriwal’s running-
with-the-hare-and-hunting-
with-the-hounds approach is
adversely impacting the
health of the citizens of
north India. The Punjab
Government’s inaction
against errant farmers who
are burning stubble may ap-
pease the small section of the
farmers’ fraternity, but grow-
ing resentment and backlash
against the AAP for the
alarming pollution levels
cannot be wished away by it
when it is trying to spread its
wings across India. The BJP,
which is pulling out all stops
to clip its wings, shall contin-
ue to confront the AAP on
the pollution front in Delhi
and the adjoining areas.
Seemingly, the AAP is trying
to punch above its weight
and the mandate for gover-
nance in Delhi and Punjab is
being frittered away.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

People will decide
Every person and party in
any contest puts their best
foot forward. Economic and
emotional ties forge life
force as an organic whole in
society. Gujarat is not the
sole example of this phe-
nomenon. Other states have
shown this proclivity many
a time. Right-wing or left-
wing politics has nothing to
do with the masses. These
terms are intellectuals’ ac-
robatics to which the elec-
toral outcomes are immune.
People in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat have
their own immediate con-
cerns to attend to, and that
will decide the fate of the
political parties and indi-
viduals.

DV Sharma, by mail

An Environment savvy
At negotiations on halting
global warming recently in
Egypt, UN chief Antonio
Guterres sentence that hu-
manity must “cooperate or
perish” in the face of escalat-
ing climate change repercus-
sions was a truly an environ-
ment savvy.Its true that globe
is currently engaged in the
struggle of our life,amid a bar-
rage of geopolitical catastro-
phes, including the Covid pan-
demic, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and weather ex-
tremes that are destroying
economies and upending in-
ternational relations.
Guterres describes global
warming as “It’s either a
Collective Suicide Pact or a
Climate Solidarity Pact”.Its
imperative that the deal be-
tween rich countries and
emerging economies that
would aim to reduce emis-
sions and keep the tempera-
ture rise to the more ambi-
tious as per Paris Agreement
target of 1.5 degrees Celsius in
this era.We are  definitely on a
highway to climatic hell with
our foot still on the accelerator.

Vijaykumar H K,Raichur 
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President Droupadi Murmu offers prayers to Guru Nanak Dev on the occasion of Gurpurab, at President’s Bodyguard
Regimental Gurudwara in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 8.

MURMU OFFERS PRAYERS

The talks on tackling climate change in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt) is
being held at a time when the planet appears to be heading toward
irreversible “climate chaos” unless countries find a way to put the
world back on track to cut emissions and help poor countries cope
with the impacts of  global warming. Envoys from around the globe
have descended on the Egyptian seaside resort for talks on tackling
climate change, which come as the world also grapples with multi-
ple crises, including the war in Ukraine, high inflation, food short-
ages and an energy crunch.  More  than  40,000  participants  have
been registered for this year’s talks, reflecting the sense of urgency
as major weather events around the world impact many people and
cost billions of dollars in repairs. Over 120 world leaders will attend,
many of them speaking ata high-level event. But many top figures,
including China’s  President  Xi  Jinping  and  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi of India, were not planning to come, casting doubt
on whether the talks in Egypt could result in any major deals to cut
emissions without these two countries. Unlike the previous climate
summit in Glasgow last year, the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting is not
expected to produce headline-grabbing outcomes. But there are
important matters to be taken care of, nonetheless. Rights groups
criticised Egypt for restricting protests and stepping up surveillance
during the summit. New York-based Human Rights Watch, citing
Egyptian media, said authorities had also arrested dozens of people
for calling for protests. It’s a fact that the talks are being overshad-
owed by Russia’s attack on Ukraine that has triggered political and
economic upheaval around the world. But 2022 must not become a
lost year for climate protection. For many states, it’s about the sur-
vival of their population and their culture. For them, the climate cri-
sis remains the most important security issue, not Russia’s war in
Europe. Germany has said that it was willing to show solidarity with
poor countries, including on the thorny issue of compensation for
losses resulting from climate change caused by rich countries’ emis-
sions. Smaller countries have for long been arguing that they are
suffering for no fault  of  theirs.  While  their  contribution  to  glob-
al emissions are meagre, they face the worst impacts of climate
change. The consequences of the war on global climate action is not
the only thing on the top of the minds of climate negotiators. This
year has seen unprecedented climate disasters — a historic heat
wave in Europe, the worst flooding ever in Pakistan, and a wave of
droughts and floods in several parts of the world. The pre-monsoon
period was exceptionally hot in India and Pakistan. Pakistan had its
hottest March and April on record. The heat caused a decline in crop
yields. This combined with the banning of wheat exports and restric-
tions on rice exports in India are threatening the international food
markets and posing risks to countries already affected by shortages
of staple foods. Record-breaking rain in July and August led to
extensive flooding in Pakistan. There were at least 1,700 deaths and
33 million people affected while 7.9 million people were displaced.
India also reported significant flooding at various stages during the
monsoon season, particularly in the northeast in June. Around 700
people died due to floods and landslides, and another 900 from light-
ning. Floods also triggered 6,63,000 displacements in Assam. In any
case, it’s an important COP, politically as Pakistan is the chair of
Group of 77, Indonesia is head of the G20, and India is the next chair.
It could be a big moment for South Asia.

II t is a matter of deep satisfaction
for all citizens that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has amidst
his enormous responsibilities of han-
dling international relations, issues
of economic development and the
challenges of national security,
found time to address matters per-
taining to national cohesion and
internal stability at the strategic
level and take the initiative of
spelling out measures that would
help to get the states and the Centre
on the same grid on non-political
aspects of governance in the interest
of national unity and in furtherance
of ‘cooperative federalism.
Addressing a conference of Chief
Ministers, Home Secretaries, DGPs,
heads of CPOs and CPMFs organized
by the Ministry of Home Affairs at
Surajkund in Haryana on October 28
for an exchange of ideas on techno-
logical advancement for policing in
the country, Prime Minister Modi
invited attention to the need for
sending out the message that the
police have the same duty towards
the citizens across the country and
considering adoption of a common
uniform by all states to achieve the
objective of ‘one nation one police
uniform’. Just as the IPS uniform is
the same everywhere, officers and
men of the state police could wear
the same uniform with the insignia
of the state on their shoulders. The
BPR&D has already worked out well-
researched designs of uniforms

catering to weather conditions and
physical comfort and carrying the
institutional sign POLICE printed at
the back to distinguish the officer
from any other liveried personnel.
The functional stamp of a common
uniform upgrades the police as a
Constitutional entity performing
perhaps the most important duty of
the State of protecting the citizens
against lawless elements. A common
uniform fits in with the philosophy of
policing in a democratic country.
India as the largest democracy in the
world runs on the classic concept of
equality rooted in ‘one man one
vote’, provides equal opportunities
to all and ensures the same protec-
tion of law to the citizens. The last of
these three most important funda-
mental rights - political, economic
and security related - is almost
entirely looked after by the police.
The Constitution of India rightly con-
fers the responsibility of maintaining
law & order and taking legal action
against lawbreakers in the states
because this function is best per-
formed closer to the ground through
decentralization. There cannot be
different standards in the perform-
ance of the police, however, and just
as citizens can move to and work in
any part of India they also look for-
ward to being served by the police
machinery of India at the same level
of efficiency everywhere. Uniformity
of appearance will add to the confi-
dence of the people in police across
the length and breadth of the coun-
try and also inculcate in policemen a
higher sense of commitment
towards a national duty. It does not
detract from the administrative con-
trol of the police or the autonomy
about deploying the personnel that
was totally vested in the states. The
Prime Minister’s idea about the uni-
formity of the dress for policemen
reflects his high-level thinking on
crucial matters of national impor-
tance. To the extent, the police

implement the sovereign function of
preventing violence and investigat-
ing a cognizable crime, any initiative
that helps to improve that function is
in the national interest as law &
order management like security is
above party politics. Chinese drones
have reportedly been used by
Pakistan for its covert operations in
Kashmir and Punjab. The two adver-
saries are also working together in
building anti-India narratives within
the country and abroad and collud-
ing at international forums against
this country. The upshot of all of this
is the rising importance of local
Intelligence and the emergence of
the role of state Police as the first
responder to threats to internal
security. The function of Policing
thus goes beyond the maintenance
of law & order to the safeguarding of
national security and it is therefore
crucial that Central agencies had
complete functional coordination
with state and district Police and
acted as a guiding hand for the latter
in matters of handling security. ‘One
nation one police uniform’ is con-
ducive to this new function of the
police that was transnational by its
very nature. In the fitness of things,
the funding of police ‘modernization’
schemes by the Centre should be
devoted to the strengthening of
police communications, mobility in
identified ‘sensitive’ districts and
special training of selected officers
of police stations in counter-
Intelligence. A reason why the police
have generally not performed as well
as they should have in the areas of
crime prevention and maintenance
of order is the politician-bureaucrat-
criminal nexus that was continuing
to operate in many places and in
many ways.  The Central Vigilance
Commission which now has a func-
tional link with state vigilance organ-
izations as a national guide would do
well to scan the state police more
closely for any stark professional

failures on the latter’s part to stand
up to this unholy alliance of people in
governance. There is a general
weakening of supervision in the
police which should not be put up
with - considering the procedural
law that lays down that every senior
officer in the field would be deemed
to be the Station House Officer of all
police stations in his or her jurisdic-
tion. One feature of the functioning
of the Army that police needed to
emulate was to hold the supervisory
officer - in a case of serious derelic-
tion of duty by a policeman - implic-
itly responsible too unless cleared by
the enquiry. The power that the law
gives to even a police constable
makes the function of supervision
doubly important in Indian condi-
tions.  The Centre’s legitimate
authority of keeping track of the per-
formance of IPS officers even after
their allocation to states needs to be
exercised more effectively to get the
leadership of the state Police to
measure up to the responsibility of
exercising close supervision down
the line. In the final analysis, Prime
Minister Modi’s brilliant idea shared
by him at the Home Minister’s
Chintan Shivir (Ideation camp) at
Surajkund will serve the purpose of
promoting national unity, ensuring
uniformity of governance throughout
the country and putting the concept
of ‘cooperative federalism’ on a
deeper footing. 

With so much of the responsibility
of safeguarding internal security
falling on the shoulders of police, it
would be advisable to deliberate on
this important aspect of policing at
the annual conference of DGPs
chaired by Director IB and evolve a
consensus also on ‘one nation, one
police uniform’ that would enhance
the pan-India spirit needed for this
new role of policemen across the
country.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr
IInntteelllliiggeennccee  BBuurreeaauu))..

OO n the sandy banks of the
Indus River, which flows top

to toe through Pakistan and into
its southern Sindh province,
Hindus waited for brightly
coloured boats to ferry them to a
peaceful island that has housed a
temple for almost 200 years.
Cheers rang out across the water
as the marble and sandalwood
Sadhu Bela temple complex
heaved into view. “Long live Sadhu
Bela!” the boat’s passengers
cried. The temple attracts tens of
thousands of Hindus from within
Muslim-majority Pakistan every
year for festivals and rituals,
including the recent celebrations
of Diwali. The island was gifted to
the Hindu community by wealthy
Muslim landlords in Sindh two
centuries ago. It would have been
an unthinkable act in modern-day
Pakistan, where Hindus are often
marginalised, persecuted, and
even killed. Around 4 million
Hindus live in Pakistan, or about
1.9 per cent of the country’s popu-
lation, and 1.4 million are in Sindh.
There is no ban on Hindu worship
in Pakistan, but Hindus say openly
practicing the faith is not a matter
of routine. Decades of political

hostility between India and
Pakistan present a challenge for
the minority community, as many
in Pakistan equate Hindus with
India. The reverse exists in India
where Muslims complain of dis-
crimination. But the landscape of
Pakistan, and Sindh in particular,
retains their imprint. It has tem-
ples, although their numbers have
plummeted. There are Hindu-run
businesses as well as education
and healthcare institutions, many
established before the country
was created in 1947. They are part
of Pakistan’s heritage, even as
Hindus are forced into the shad-
ows. As Sadhu Bela came alive
with the delight of devotees
exploring the courtyards and gar-
dens, Dewan Chand Chawla, a
local politician and general secre-
tary of the Pakistan Hindu Temple
Management Committee, spoke
proudly of the temple’s origins
and features. The shrine, which
celebrates its bicentennial in 2023,
was built by craftsmen from the
Indian city of Jodhpur and reflects
the architectural style of the Taj
Mahal. “A large part of the Hindu
population migrated to India after
Pakistan came into being, but

those who stayed here are happy
and prosperous,” Chawla said,
keen to stress the harmonious
relationship between the Muslim
majority and Hindu minority. “I am
thankful to the Muslim community
of Pakistan, which fully supports
us on all occasions. We follow the
law and we are supported by the
government.” His assertion about
a happy and prosperous Hindu
community is not the majority
view, however. Rights groups have
long alleged that Pakistan is not
doing enough to protect Hindus’
freedom of religion and belief.
They cite temple desecrations,
attacks on businesses, homes, and
individuals and the abduction,
forced conversion, and forced
marriage of young Hindu women.
Chawla is not the only politician to
emphasise an image of religious
coexistence in Pakistan. “Most of
the Hindu population of the coun-
try live in Sindh province satisfac-
torily, peacefully and without any
fear or threat,” said Waqar Mahdi,
a senior advisor to Sindh’s chief
minister. Mahdi said provincial
officials have prioritized protect-
ing the rights of minorities like
Hindus and Christians. But Zahida

Rehman Jatt, a University of Sindh
lecturer in anthropology and
social sciences, said there has
been a surge in discrimination and
marginalization of Hindus because
of rising extremism and funda-
mentalism in the country. This
intolerance risks undermining
Pakistan’s ties to its Hindu her-
itage, she said. “It’s sad because
their (Hindus’) contribution is
huge to Pakistan,” she said. “Most
Pakistanis are not aware of the
importance of Hindu heritage or
the contribution that Hindus and
Sikhs made for the betterment of
Pakistani society.” Some Hindu-
founded institutions had their
names changed after Pakistan
was created, she said, citing
Hyderabad’s Kundan Mal Girls’
School as an example. It was
founded in 1914 by Hindu philan-
thropist Saith Kundan Mal, but is
now known as Jamia Arabia Girls
School. Such changes are one rea-
son why Pakistanis don’t know
about the contribution of minority
faiths, she said. Other institutions
still bear the names of their Hindu
benefactors, including a red brick
college and two hospitals in the
city Shikarpur, around 35 kilome-

ters from Sukkur. On the first
night of Diwali, one of the most
important festivals in Hinduism,
clay lamps subtly illuminated
doorways and windowsills in
Shikarpur. But there were no elab-
orate light displays or street fes-
tivities, and traditional Diwali fire-
cracker fun took place away from
the public gaze. The city of about
200,000 people has a rich Hindu
history and traditions, now gradu-
ally fading. One of the keepers of
that history can be found in a vast
courtyard off a side road. On a
recent day in late October, sweet
shop owner Dewan Narain Das, 67,
enjoyed the cool air. Vats of food
bubbled away, children ran and
played outdoors, and people gath-
ered to exchange Diwali gifts and
good wishes on the holy occasion.
His family has owned a business
in Shikarpur since the late 19th
century. It started as a soft drink
store and, after partition, became
a sweet shop. It is famous in the
city for falooda, an ice-cream-
based dessert with noodles. Das is
so well-known in the city that it is
easy to find him just by asking for
“Dewan Sahib, who owns the
falooda shop.”

In Pakistan’s Sindh province, Hindu culture fights the odds
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Central Vigilance Commission is celebrating Vigilance Awareness
Week and PM Modi actively attended the function at New Delhi
with a clear cut message to deal strictly with the corrupt without
any fear, interference or influence despite hue and cry by those
who are in line of fire now to derail CVC efforts to clean the sys-
tem. Factually cancer of corruption is nothing new but prevalent
for ages now, perpetuated not overnight but spreading like a wild-
fire engulfing each and every sphere of our life. The mere presence
of corruption means destruction of society and nation as a corrupt
society can never stand for nation, typically immoral with least
fear of law, abuse of power for personnel gain. Bribery, extortion,
fraud, embezzlement, misuse of public funds, cronyism and influ-
encing decisions are all different faces of corruption. It is impor-
tant to mention here that Indian economy was more or less under
socialist regime ever since independence with Government run
institutions running the show and polices drafted to suite and
favour themselves with practically no competition , creating virtu-
al scarcity and then using corrupt practices in guise of red tapism,
licenses and what not were prevalent. With liberalisation of 80s,
this virtual control was partially removed but then corruption
came in shape of tendering process to award national resources
like setting up different manufacturing plants, mobile spec-
trum(2G-3G), coal auctions to name a few. Present regime has
changed the game and applecart of corruption is right now on
shaky ground, not weeded out but gasping to survive. CVC has
unbridled powers parallel to judicial system in place as such pun-
ishing the guilty should not be a difficult task. Rules and regula-
tions are quite clear even to appoint CVOs in various offices. It is
not only important to detect and punish the corrupt, focus is not
only to hunt the guilty but put preventive measures well in place
as such roles of CVC is preventive as well as punitive. Annual prop-
erty returns, bank transactions of officials, benami transactions
and an eye on relatives getting employed in private firms as quid
pro are the things to be consistently watched for. As far as puni-
tive role, CVC has to ensure all witnesses, documents and adher-
ence to due procedures so that culprit doesn’t go scot-free. Each
and every case has to be an exemplary one, a deterrent for others
with visible consequences of corrupt practices. Generally CVOs
are appointed from within the department and in majority of
cases, it is a common practice among departments to delay the
proceedings, create nonexistent smoke screens for investigators,
pressure from various quarters, unions of concerned organisations
interfering thereby influencing the outcome of complaints.
Numerous pending cases by complainants all over country are tes-
timony that system put up by CVC is not fool proof. Keeping in
view of all this CVC has to look into various corrective measures to
checkmate corrupt practices in official circles. Strategies are
being constantly made, Government is putting sincere efforts but
everyone has to contribute on its own to check this menace of cor-
ruption. Onus is with CVC to deliver without any interference, prej-
udice or deliberate intentions. However, administrations’ resolve is
an assurance that we are moving in right direction and will suc-
ceed in our efforts one day.

CVC’s fight 
against  corruption

Law & order management is a national requirement

UN climate talks amid 
grim scenario

DC PATHAK
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Elected

New Delhi: Global in-
dustry body GSMA
has elected Bharti
Airtel Group CEO
Gopal Vittal as deputy
chair of its board for a
two-year term begin-
ning January 1, the
telecom operator said
on Monday. Telefonica
Group CEO Jose
Maria Alvarez-Pallete
Lopez continues to be
the chair of the
GSMA board. "The
GSMA has elected
new members of the
GSMA Board of
Directors for a two-
year term beginning 1
January 2023 through
31 December 2024. The
GSMA Board elected
Gopal Vittal, CEO of
Bharti Airtel Group,
as Deputy Chair,"
Airtel said in a state-
ment. Bharti
Enterprises founder
and chairman Sunil
Mittal has served as
GSMA Chairman
from January 2017 to
December 2018.

Appointment
New Delhi: State-
owned Union Bank of
India on Monday said
the government has
appointed Srinivasan
Varadarajan as non-
executive chairman of
the bank for three
years with immediate
effect. The central gov-
ernment vide its noti-
fication dated
November 7, 2022 has
appointed
Varadarajan as part-
time non-official di-
rector as well as non-
executive chairman of
the bank for a period
of three years or until
further orders,
whichever is earlier,
the bank said in a reg-
ulatory filing. He has
more than three
decades of experience
in banking and finan-
cial services.
Varadarajan last
served as the deputy
managing director of
Axis Bank before set-
ting up his own advi-
sory practice in 2019.

GST regime

New Delhi: Tamil
Nadu Finance
Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan on
Monday said there is
room for improve-
ment in the function-
ing of the GST
regime. Speaking at
the TIOL Tax
Congress, 2022, he said
there are "sincere con-
cerns" on whether the
Goods and Services
Tax (GST) is moving
to its best possible
state by dedicating
right amount of re-
sources, human and
technology as well as
data analytics. "I must
say there is still a lot of
room for improve-
ment I have no politi-
cal or personal com-
plaints about how the
GST Council func-
tions but I do think
that we could be im-
plementing this a lot
better with a lot more
resources and a lot
more diligence and at-
tention than we spend
today," he said. Thiaga
Rajan said that even
though the Council is
supposed to meet
every three months, it
does not meet every
three months.

Kolkata, Nov 08: 

Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA) to the gov-
ernment V Anantha
Nageswaran said that
India is in a stable situa-
tion and the growth mo-
mentum is good despite
the multiple crises taking
place simultaneously and
getting entangled with
each other. Speaking at the
annual session of the
Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) virtually,
the CEA said that the
world is passing through a
'polycrisis', which is multi-
ple crises of high inflation,
tightening of monetary
policy, high interest rates,
slowdown in China which
affected global supply
chain, and the Russia-
Ukraine war.

"The challenges that the

country is facing are un-
precedented since World
War II. But India is in a
stable situation and the
growth momentum is
good. India will have a
growth rate of 6.5 per cent
to seven per cent in 2022-
23, which is considered to
be good despite a high in-
flation rate of 7.4 per cent,"
he said. Nageswaran said
that what India needs at
the moment is to maintain

macroeconomic stability,
augment foreign exchange
reserves and their judi-
cious use, and finance the
trade deficit due to high
imports of crude oil.

"Financing the trade
deficit is a challenge for
the country caused by
high crude imports. The
flow of FDI is steady while
portfolio investments have
become volatile as the
USD is becoming attrac-
tive due to high interest
rates in the United States,"
he added.

The CEA said that al-
though India has become
the fifth-largest economy
in the world, the country's
per capita income needs to
increase.

Nageswaran said there
are signs of recovery of
employment in the formal
sector and there are indi-

cations that investments
are picking up.

"The balance sheets of
banks and corporates look
better and trimmed and
not bloated," he said
adding that NPAs of
lenders has also declined.
The banks are lending now
and credit is rising at 17
per cent, Nageswaran said.
He said that in the immedi-
ate past, the MSME sector
had been given targeted
support in the form of
credit guarantees, while
several government
schemes like the PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana ensured so-
cial stability in the coun-
try. Nageswaran said pri-
vatisation has come back
into the lexicon of policy-
makers after 20 years.
"Privatisation has come
back into the policy frame-
work after 20 years.

India in stable economic
situation, growth

momentum is good: CEA
New Delhi, Nov 08:  

To increase India's cotton
productivity, supply of good
quality seeds is the need of
the hour and requires some
concrete action from relat-
ed ministries on a war foot-
ing, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal has said. He also
stressed the need to intro-
duce advanced technologies
related to high-yielding cot-
ton seeds and innovative
agronomy, such as high-
density planting systems, to
enhance the productivity of
cotton.

Goyal called upon the tex-
tile industry to self-regulate
towards branding and certi-
fying Indian cotton 'Kasturi'
and assured that the gov-
ernment will support the
initiative with funds match-
ing the industry contribu-
tion. The textiles minister
held the third interactive
meeting with the Textile
Advisory Group (TAG) on
Monday. He also empha-
sised the strengthening
testing facility needed to
conform to Kasturi stan-

dards, DNA testing and
traceability. Goyal assured
that adequate modern test-
ing facilities would be creat-
ed through the Bureau of
Indian Standards and
Textile Research
Associations. He appreciat-
ed the action taken by the
industry and its nominated
body to work on the quality,
traceability and branding
of Kasturi Cotton.

The minister pointed out
that the quality of Indian
cotton fibre is paramount,
therefore implementation
of cotton bales quality con-
trol order under the BIS
Act 2016 is a must for the
standardisation of cotton
bales. Chairing the meet-

ing, Goyal reviewed the ac-
tions initiated subsequent
to the last interactive meet-
ing held in New Delhi. A
holistic plan for increasing
cotton productivity was
presented by ICAR-Central
Institute for Cotton
Research - (CICR), Nagpur,
for improving cotton pro-
ductivity through a farmer
awareness programme,
HDPS and global best farm
practices. He urged that
the textile industry and in-
dustry associations should
join hands to promote
handheld kapas plucker
machines.

"The Confederation of
Indian Textile Industry
(CITI) will take up this
project in mission mode
with distribution support
from Cotton Corporation of
India Ltd. Industry
Associations and Industry
leaders together agreed to
fund 75,000 handheld kapas
plucker machines.
Additionally, FPOs may be
actively involved to em-
power cotton farmers," the
textile ministry said.

Need good quality cotton seeds
to boost productivity: Goyal

New Delhi, Nov 08: 

The new business pre-
mium income of India's
life insurance companies
rose by 15.3 per cent to Rs
24,916.58 crore in October
2022, data from the Life
Insurance Council
showed. All the 24 life in-
surers had a collective
new business premium
income of Rs 21,606.25
crore in the same month a
year ago (October 2021).
LIC -- the only state-
owned and the largest life
insurer in the country --
recorded 18 per cent rise
in its new business premi-
um at Rs 15,920.13 crore

during the month, as
against Rs 13,500.78 crore
a year ago.

The rest 23 players in
the private sector wit-
nessed their combined
new business premium in-
creasing by 11 per cent to
Rs 8,996.45 crore, as
against Rs 8,105.46 crore
in October 2021. On a cu-
mulative basis, all the 24
players registered 35 per
cent increase in new busi-
ness premium income
during April-October peri-
od of 2022-23 at Rs
2,06,893.51 crore as against
Rs 1,53,588.14 crore in the
same period of 2021-22, as
per the data.

Life insurers register 15 pc
rise in new biz premium at

Rs 24,916 cr in Oct
Mumbai, Nov 08: 

Higher raw material and
logistics costs could dent
profit margins of apparel
exporters this year, accord-
ing to a report.

Domestic rating agency
Icra said there has been a
sharp surge in yarn prices
since September 2020,
which has touched an all-
time high during May-June
this year. "We expect large-
mid-scale apparel exporting
companies to report a
healthy growth in revenues
in FY'23. While high realisa-
tions are expected to sup-
port the revenue growth for
the year, higher raw materi-

al and logistics costs could
dent apparel exporters'
profitability for the year,"
Icra Senior Vice President
and Group Head, Corporate
Sector Ratings, Jayanta Roy
said. The report also said
apparel exporters are likely
to witness 14-15 per cent
revenue growth this fiscal.
About demand, Icra stated
that it has remained en-
couraging so far. Citing ex-
amples, it said apparel im-
ports by the European
Union and the US, which
account for 55 per cent of
the global apparel trade,
grew by 20 per cent year-on-
year in the first five months
of 2022.

High costs can dent 
profitability of apparel

exporters in FY23: ReportMandla/Jabalpur , Nov 08:

Union Minister of Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari  said a new
technique will be
launched in the next two
to three months under
which crop stubble will be
used to prepare bio-bitu-
men at farmlands using a
tractor-mounted machine.
He said farmers have the
capacity to expand their
role beyond being food-
grain producers and they
can become manufactures
of bio-bitumen which can
be used in construction of
roads. "I have introduced a
new technique which we
will be launching in two to
three months under which

tractor-mounted unit will
go to farmers' land to
make bio-bitumen with
'parali' (crop straws that
remain after grains such
as rice & wheat have been
harvested) which will be
used for construction of
roads," Gadkari said. The
Union minister was ad-
dressing a programme or-
ganised to lay foundation

stones of road projects
worth Rs 1,261 crore in the
tribal Mandla district
(part of Jabalpur division)
of Madhya Pradesh. He
spoke about the changing
role of farmers. "I have
been saying for a long time
that farmers of the coun-
try are capable of produc-
ing power. Our farmers
should not remain only
foodgrain producers, but
also energy providers and
now they can produce bio-
bitumen for making roads
and ethanol for making
fuel," Gadkari said.
Bitumen is a black sub-
stance produced through
the distillation of crude oil
and is widely used for mak-
ing roads and roofs.

Technique to make bio-bitumen using stubble
to be unveiled in 2 to 3 months: Gadkari

TECHNICAL TRAINING INSTITUTE LAUNCH

Indian women cricketer Mithali Raj, football player Baichung Bhutia and others during 'Masai Technical Training
Institute' press meet, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Mumbai, Nov 08: 

Amazon Pay unveiled
the second leg of its digi-
tal campaign
#AbHarDinHuaAasan to
celebrate the way digital
payments simplify lives of
millions of merchants
across the country. Over
50 Lakh merchants have
now signed up for the
Amazon Pay for Business
app since its launch. The
campaign film portrays
day-to-day instances
where merchants experi-
ence the convenience of
Amazon Pay and under-
scores the simplicity of
using payment tools to en-
able customers to pay
anyone, anywhere, effort-
lessly, and get instant re-
wards.

Speaking about the
campaign, Vikas Bansal,

Whole Time Director -
Amazon Pay India said,
“Our aim is to simplify
lives and fulfil aspira-
tions by solving the pay-
ments and financial
needs of every Indian. We
make digital payments
trusted, convenient, fast
and frictionless, and en-
able the widest choice of
payment options for both
our merchants and cus-
tomers. Our continued
focus is to empower SMBs
and micro-merchants
through payment tools
and solutions which help
enhance their digital pay-
ment experience across
multiple customer touch-
p o i n t s .
#AbHarDinHuaAasan is
our endeavor to raise
awareness and further
strengthens the need of
adoption of digital pay-

ments and encourage
every merchant, cus-
tomer, old or young to
transact seamlessly.”

T h e
#AbHarDinHuaAasan
campaign film reflects on
how business owners ex-
perience the ease of pay-
ment acceptance amidst
the hustle and bustle in
their stores and manage
their business efficiently.
It also shows the ease of
credit access via the
Amazon Pay ICICI Co-
Branded Credit Card that
enables its customers to
expand their budget in-
stantly. Furthermore, it
showcases how local store
owners can grow their
businesses with the
Amazon Pay for Business
App through features
such as accounts reconcil-
iation and more.

Amazon Pay unveils second leg of
its digital campaign for merchants

Bengaluru, Nov 08 : 

Azim Premji University
has opened admissions for
the programme Post gradu-
ate Diploma in Research for
Social Action.

This one-year part-time
programme is offered in a
blended mode, combining
on-campus and online com-
ponents. Participants have
the flexibility to join the
one-year Postgraduate
Diploma programme or
choose standalone
Certificate courses. Early to
mid-career professionals
with 2-10 years of work ex-
perience from social sector
organisations, social move-
ments, thematic action net-
works, activist groups, and
development media. This
programme will help par-
ticipants to - carry out basic
and advanced quantitative
and qualitative research,

build competency in under-
taking and steering the en-
tire research process, from
conceptualization to analy-
sis and enhance research
capacities of the social sec-
tor to use of research in
planning, communication,
mobilisation and advocacy.

Richa Govil, Director,
School of Development,
Azim Premji University,
said, “During the pandem-
ic period, social sector or-
ganisations recognised the
value of field studies for
designing and improving
their grassroots action, for
building general aware-
ness or for advocacy pur-
poses. In doing so, many or-
ganisations realised their
limitations in designing
and conducting research
that can provide reliable,
actionable and deep in-
sights. Our program aims
to fill this need.”

Azim Premji University opens 
admissions for Post graduate course

New Delhi, Nov 08: 

Taxpayers should check their
annual information statement
every quarter and flag any dis-
crepancies to help curb
instances of wrongful HRA
deductions, a senior finance
ministry official said. The
income tax department had in
November last year rolled out
a new Annual Information
Statement (AIS) on its portal
that provides a comprehensive
view of taxpayer information
and an option to submit feed-
back. It includes additional
information related to interest,
dividend, securities transac-
tions, mutual fund transac-
tions and foreign remittance
information. "You must keep
on checking your AIS not only
at the time of return filing, but
quarterly. You should check

your AIS and (report) if any-
thing wrong is reported so
that the other person who is
wrongly claiming some kind of
benefit should be caught,"
Joint Secretary in the finance
ministry Kamlesh Varshney
said at an event here. He said
AIS has played an important
role in ensuring voluntary
compliance as it provides
details of all financial transac-
tions to assessees while filing
their income tax returns (ITR).
"We all know how people have
started showing saving bank
interest (in ITR) after AIS.
There is another big leakage
which happens in House Rent
Allowance (HRA)," Varshney
said. Giving example, the tax
officer said many people give
false declaration to their
employer regarding house rent
paid to claim HRA deductions.

Taxpayers should check 
AIS quarterly, report 

discrepancies: FinMin officialNew Delhi, Nov 08:  

The government needs
to come out with a codified
data protection regime at
the earliest to ensure data
protection, enforcement
mechanisms and also ad-
dress privacy risks associ-
ated with facial recogni-
tion technology (FRT),
says a recent NITI Aayog
discussion paper. The
Aayog, in the paper titled
'Responsible AI for All',
recommended that rigor-
ous standards for data pro-
cessing, as well as the stor-
age and retention of sensi-
tive biometric data should
be adequately addressed
in any proposed data pro-
tection regime.

"It is pertinent to men-
tion that FRT like other in-
telligent algorithms, is
fundamentally a data in-

tensive technology. In
order to ensure propriety
and legality in the manner
in which data processing
happens to train and de-
velop FRT systems, it is
imperative to have a codi-
fied data protection
regime in the country at
the earliest," it said. In
2019, the government in-
troduced the Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill
in parliament, which was
subsequently withdrawn
this year. The government
has clarified that this
withdrawal is temporary,
and a new data protection
bill will be tabled in parlia-
ment. "The new data pro-
tection bill must retain the
framework to ensure data
protection, including obli-
gations, enforcement
mechanisms, a regulatory
agency, penalties, and

remedies from the PDP
Bill, 2019," the Aayog
added.

FRT refers to an artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) sys-
tem that allows identifica-
tion or verification of a
person based on certain
images or video data inter-
facing with the underlying
algorithm. FRT primarily
seeks to accomplish three
functions -- facial detection,
feature extraction and fa-
cial recognition. FRT has
garnered domestic and in-
ternational debate around
its potential benefits of effi-
cient and timely execution
of existing processes in dif-
ferent sectors; yet also the
risks it poses to basic
human and fundamental
rights like individual pri-
vacy, equality, free speech
and freedom of movement,
to name a few.

Govt needs to bring codified data protection
regime at earliest: NITI paper

A
c t r e s s
Swarnamalya, who
is best known for

her roles in Tamil super-
hit films like director
Mani Ratnam's
'Alaipayuthey' and direc-
tor Radha Mohan's
'Mozhi', says she is looking
to be kind to herself.

Taking to Instagram to
pen her thoughts,
Swarnamalya, who is also
a seasoned classical
dancer, wrote, "Being kind
to one's own self. I was
born in an era where self
love was not appreciated.
But I grew into an era
where 'the self' is at the
centre of life."

She also spoke about
battling an injury that has

taken a toll on her, "Old
habits die hard. So for

me, showing self

love is always an effort.
But, as I'm battling an in-
jury that has emotionally
and physically drained
me- I am taking a renewed
look at my ability for self
love."

She further mentioned,
"I still don't know how,
quite frankly, but I have
lovely people around me to
show me how. As they say,
happiness doubles when
shared and pain halves. I
will start there."

"I hope those of you out
there who also struggle
with self love can find a
small way to smile for
yourself today," she con-
cluded.

ACROSS

1. Canvas cover

5. No ifs, ____, or buts

9. ____ Witherspoon of "Sweet Home

Alabama"

14. Send out

15. Jump

16. Actress ____ Barkin

17. Get even

19. Mixed greens

20. Wind direction (abbr.)

21. Concur

22. Things

23. Delicate

24. Guy

26. Root for

29. Elevate

31. Drink like a dog

34. Foot part

35. In the ____ (until then)

37. Noblemen

39. Possessive pronoun

40. Prongs

41. Pilots

43. Carson's successor

44. Casual shirt

45. Enthusiastic

47. Tears apart

48. Facts

49. In the middle of

51. Coat part

54. Snouts

56. A Gershwin

59. "____ of Two Cities" (2 wds.)

60. Enlarged

62. Grinding tooth

63. Remain

64. Mirth

65. Television awards

66. Bridge charge

67. Turner and Kennedy

DOWN

1. Gull's kin

2. So be it!

3. ____ of passage

4. School gp.

5. Adjust

6. More adjacent

7. Escort

8. Swifter

9. Occupant

10. Thrill

11. Model ____ Macpherson

12. Garment juncture

13. Concludes

18. Wild animal's home

23. Gent (sl.)

25. UN member

26. Swindle
27. Throw
28. Weird
30. Entertain
31. Flax product
32. Alter
33. Coins from Mexico
36. Laid bathroom flooring
38. Thieves
39. Church instrumentalist
42. Certain grain
46. Mischievous one
47. Go up
48. Hold up
50. Actress ____ Streep
51. Gold fabric
52. Minute particle
53. Tropical tree
55. Aware of
56. Man or Wight
57. Marsh grass
58. Summer coolers
61. FBI employee (abbr.)
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SOLUTION 472

Although your current mood is somewhat
reserved and modest, you probably feel
tempted to strut your stuff every once in
a while. However, if you try to show off
today, Aquarius, you may not be very
pleased with your reception. It's natural
for you to want to impress people, but you
must try to do it with genuine qualities
and simplicity. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Obviously, you have an important role to
play, Pisces. The mood today may be some-
what frustrating, but the way you handle it
will earn you rewards and recognition in
your workplace or at school. Your strength,
self-control, and stability made the differ-
ence between success and failure. You can
and should be proud of yourself.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You will feel as though your back is against
the wall, Aries. And this particular wall is
impeding your progress. Others will ask
you questions and ask for your opinion.
You may want to tell them the "truth" as
you understand it, and you could be
tempted to do so humorously. Humor isn't
your forte right now. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today is likely to be a bit gray, Taurus. You
won't be able to see how you can get out of
your current situation. You may have some
financial or physical problems at the
moment. If this is the case, it's because you
don't rely enough on your abilities and
good sense to pull you through. It's possi-
ble that you don't take care of your body as
well as you should. That's easily remedied.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You're wasting your energy, Gemini,
and you know it. You try your best to go
about your everyday routine, but you're
never really present. You listen to peo-
ple but what they're saying doesn't
interest you in any fundamental way.
Yes, you're bored, and you're afraid to
admit it to yourself. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It isn't always easy to think about how
your life is going, Cancer. Imagine if you
were alone in the world, with nothing to
hold you back or force you to do anything.
At least once a month dedicate an hour to
visualizing what your life would be like
under these conditions. This will help you
figure out what's impeding you today.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Now is the time to be thinking about your
professional orientation, Leo. You may
need to get some more fun in your life
and experience pleasures that you've
never had before. You have a certain ten-
dency to separate the two worlds of work
and play, but there's no need. In fact, your
work will prosper once you discover ways
to make it more playful.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may be worn out, Virgo, but you will
have to push forward anyway. You're
entering a long period of work and perse-
verance. This definitely isn't the moment
to be late or balk. If you're still in your
pajamas at noon, you should be ashamed!
Do what you can to wake yourself from
your recent daze. It's time to get up and
get moving!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

In a series of days that have tested your
patience to the limit, here comes the
moment of truth that could make or
break you. You can expect a high-pres-
sure day when you will be induced to
express your deepest motivations. A
confrontation with an authority figure
could trigger an outburst. Do your best
to remain levelheaded, Libra.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you hankering for a little fun and
longing for a little experimentation and
perhaps even childish play? Tempting as
these prospects are, you will have to
ignore them. Scorpio, you simply don't
have the time, at least not today. You will
be too busy coping with numerous little
emergencies that crop up and having to
justify your decisions throughout the day.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Do you feel as though your self-expres-
sion is being stifled, Sagittarius? Perhaps
you need more time to choose a direction
in life. Today, you can expect to feel a lot
of pressure from someone close to you.
You will feel forced to satisfy this person's
demands. Annoying as this may be, you
can take comfort in the knowledge that
he or she has your best interests at heart.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Is there someone persecuting you,
Capricorn? Is there a situation that feels
unbearably oppressive? Today you won't
have any trouble identifying the source of
your problems. And the great news is that
is the first step toward obtaining release
from them. But you can't expect it to be
easy. The day ahead may feel somewhat
overwhelming.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

HOROSCOPE WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 09

I am taking a
renewed look at my
ability for self love,
says Swarnamalya

&
TV’s ‘Gharelu
Comedy’ Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan is one

of the most loved comedy
shows on Indian televi-
sion. From the oil-slicked
hair that perfectly twirls
on his forehead to his
goofy paan-stained grin
that highlights his atypi-
cal moustache – the funny
potbellied Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi)
has made viewers laugh
like none other. The show
narrates the escapades of
Daroga Happu Singh, his
‘Dabangg Dulhaniya’
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak),
an obstinate mother,
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) and his nine no-
torious children. The im-
mensely popular Dabangg
Jodi visited Kashi Nagri
to enjoy the local festive
fervour of Dev Deepawali,
explore several ghats,
enjoy boat rides at the
banks of the Ganga river,
gorge on finger-licking
street food, and shop at

the city’s famous stores.
Talking about his visit

to Varanasi, Yogesh
Tripathi, aka Daroga
Happu Singh, said, “Sabhi
Kashi Vaasiyon Ko Dev
Deepawali Ke Afsar Par
H a r d i k
Shubhkamanayein! Our
show, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, enjoys a loyal fan-
base in Uttar Pradesh,
which is why we decided
to visit Varanasi, the city
of Ghats, to meet and in-

teract with our audience
here. Varanasi is one of
the oldest cities in India
and home to world-fa-
mous temples, which at-
tract millions of devotees.
And what better time
than Dev Deepawali, as
one can witness unique
and mesmerizing celebra-
tions! Wherever we travel,
our fans greet us with our
funny dialogues and my
catchphrases – Arre
Dada! which makes me

very happy. I feel grateful
to the audience for always
appreciating our work,
and we wish to continue
amusing all our viewers
with many more hilari-
ous tracks. We had a great
time interacting with our
audience during our visit
to famous temples here,
local hot spots for street
food and shopping, and
the memorable boat ride
to the ghats. We binged on
the city’s mouth-watering
delicacies, such as
Tamatar chaat and Litti
Chokha with Kulhad Ki
Chai. Shiv ki Nagri ne
mujhe ek baar phir mohit
kar diya. However, it was
my second visit to the city
in years. I can never get
enough of it. And I will
keep coming back here for
more. Har Har
Mahadev!”. Talking about
her first-ever visit to
Varanasi, Kamna Pathak,
aka Rajesh Singh, shared,
“Dev Deepawali Ki
Humare Sabhi Darshakon

Ko Bahut Saari Shubh
Kamanayein! Our show,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
with its funny potbellied
Happu Singh, his
Dabangg Dulhaniya,
Rajjo, and their incredible
comic timing and fun ban-
ters with Kanpuria quirks
and dialect, has struck a
chord with the audience,
making it one of their
most favourite shows. So,
this year, to give an extra
dose of laughter and wit-
ness the city’s festive fer-
vour, we decided to visit
Kashi to meet and interact
with our audience.

I had heard so much
about Varanasi but never
had an opportunity to
visit. It was my first visit,
and I was mesmerized by
its culture, people, food,
shopping, and overall
vibe. There’s much to see
in Varanasi, from the
ghats to palaces, and all
this sightseeing goes
hand-in-hand with an
early morning boat ride.

A
ctress Samantha, who is currently under-
going treatment for an auto-immune con-
dition called Myositis, has chosen to take

a day off from her treatment to promote her up-
coming pan-Indian film, 'Yashoda'.

Taking to Instagram, Samantha wrote, "Like
my good friend Raj Nidimoru says, no matter
what the day is like and how shitty things are, his
motto is to shower, shave, show up!! I borrowed it
for a day for 'Yashoda' movie promotions. See you
on the Eleventh."

The brave decision by the actress to promote
her film despite her difficult circumstances has
come in for widespread praise.

Actress Ammu Abhirami, who played a piv-
otal role in critically acclaimed superhit film
'Asuran', responded to Samantha's post by call-
ing her a 'Queen'.

Director Nandini Reddy, for her part, com-
mented, "And she's back".

Samantha's effort is admirable considering the
fact that Myositis is a condition that is caused by
one's own immune system attacking one's mus-
cles. The condition can cause inflammation of
various muscles in the body.

Interestingly, Samantha has done some de-
manding action sequences in the film, without
disclosing that she was battling the condition.
The film that has been made on a lavish scale,
has acclaimed Hollywood action director
Yannick Ben choreographing its action se-
quences.

Samantha plays a surrogate mother, unravel-
ling the secrets of the medical world in the film.

Besides Samantha, the film will also feature
actors Varalaxmi Sarathkumar, Unni
Mukundan, Rao Ramesh, Murali Sharma,
Sampath Raj, Shatru, Madhurima, Kalpika
Ganesh, Divya Sripada and Priyanka Sharma
among others. Directed by Hari and Harish,
'Yashoda' has been produced by Sivalenka
Krishna Prasad for Sridevi Movies and is set to
release on November 11.

Unmindful of
treatment,
Samantha

opts to pro-
mote her film

‘Yashoda’

Happu Singh and Rajjo visits Kashi Nagri Anushka Sharma
starts shooting last

schedule for 
‘Chakda Xpress’

Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma has
started shooting the last schedule of

her next film 'Chakda Xpress' in Mumbai.
A source reveals: "Yes, it is true that

Anushka has started shooting the last
schedule of Chakda Xpress. She has been
shooting non-stop for 'Chakda Xpress' for
the past few months. As we all know that
she has always strived to be a perfectionist
and she has left no stones unturned for this
film." "Anushka has put in months of
preparation to get into the skin of the cele-
brated fast bowler. She now has a gruelling
schedule in Mumbai."

The Netflix film, which is based on the
life and times of one of the fastest female
pacers in the history of world cricket,
Jhulan, will showcase how the pacer moves
up the ladder despite countless hindrances
to fulfil her only dream -- to play cricket.

Jhulan went on to captain the Indian
women's national cricket team and is a role
model for aspiring cricketers in the coun-
try. In 2018, an Indian postage stamp was is-
sued in her honour. Jhulan holds the world
record for the highest number of wickets
taken by a woman in an international ca-
reer.
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Sydney, Nov 08 (PTI):

Formidable New
Zealand appear strong on
paper, but they have to
defy history when they
clash with an unpre-
dictable and upbeat
Pakistan in the first T20
World Cup semifinal here
on Wednesday.

Unlike Pakistan's roller-
coaster and miraculous
journey into the last-four,
the Kiwis had a straight-
forward passage into the
knockout stage as they fin-
ished on top of Group 1 fol-
lowing wins over reigning
champions Australia, Sri
Lanka and Ireland in a
group of 'death'.

Babar Azam and his
team mates, who had lost
two key Super 12 clashes
against India and
Zimbabwe up front, were
probably thinking of their
departure plans when the
Netherlands favoured
them by eliminating South
Africa on a dramatic
Sunday. All Pakistan had
to do was to beat
Bangladesh in the second
match of the day to make a
dream semi-final.

It's giving a sense of
'deja vu' as Pakistan had
clashed against New
Zealand in the 1992 World
Cup semi-final, coming
from nowhere, and went

on to win the match and
later trophy. Pakistan also
have history backing them

as New Zealand have lost
all their previous World
Cup semifinals to them in

ODI (1992, 1999) and T20
(2007) formats.

New Zealand's propensi-
ty to falter at the big stage
of a white-ball tourna-
ment is also a no secret.
They have consistently
reached the semis in the
last four World Cups but
never managed to last the
distance. The Black Caps
have lost three World Cup
finals in seven years (2015,
2019 in ODI and 2021 in
T20).

Under conditions better
suited to them,
Williamson will look to
strike early against the
Pakistani batting lineup
which has not been in its
elements.

Skipper Babar is still
struggling while
Mohammad Rizwan is
also far from his ominous
best. They were in panic
mode even while chasing a
modest 128 against
Bangladesh. Kiwi pace
duo of Trent Boult and
Tim Southee will be back
at the same venue where
they rattled Australia and
Sri Lanka top-order en
route easy wins as they
would look for a strong
start. Incidentally,
Pakistan too have their
strong point in their bowl-
ing and the key would be
to seize the battle with the
bat. Daryl Mitchell looked

in full flow on his return
from a finger injury. He
along with skipper their
man-in-form Glenn
Phillips would look to
shoulder the responsibili-
ty in the middle.

Phillips has been a reve-
lation for the Black Caps
having scored a century
and a half-century both
coming in last three
matches.

After a quiet start, skip-
per Williamson has got
some runs under his belt
in the last two matches as
he would look to steer his
side to yet another final.

Pakistan on the other
hand would be desperate to
prove that their journey to
the semis is not a fluke.

Luck apart, it's
Pakistan's bowling, su-
perbly spearheaded by
Shaheen Afridi and Haris
Rauf, that has been the in-
strumental in their suc-
cess. Making a return from
an injury layoff, Shaheen
has hit the straps, especial-
ly in the last outing when
he returned with a career-
best four-wicket haul to
stall Bangladesh progress.
With a fair knowledge of
the conditions, Rauf has
been their 'silent assassin',
going about his job meticu-
lously.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain and Shiva
Thapa will spearhead the
Indian challenge as 12 pugilists
from the country aim to seal
their berth in the the Asian
Boxing Championships finals in
Amman, Jordan here from
Wednesday.
The semi-final bouts for the
women's category will begin
on Wednesday and will be fol-
lowed by the men's last-four
contests on Thursday.
The Tokyo Olympic bronze
medallist Lovlina (75kg), who is
contesting in this weight cate-
gory at an international tourna-
ment for the first time, will
take on Seong Suyeon of the
Korea in her semi-final bout.
Alongside Lovlina, the 2022
world championships bronze
medallist Parveen (63kg) will
be up against Uranbileg

Shinetsetseg of Mongolia while
competition debutant Preeti
(57kg) will be involved in a
tough match-up against the
Tokyo Olympics gold medallist
Irie Sena of Japan.
The other four women in semi-
final action will be Alfiya
Pathan (81+kg), Saweety
(81kg), Ankushita Boro (75kg),
and Minakshi (52kg).
In the men's category, Shiva
Thapa (63.5kg) who became
the most decorated Asian
champion after ensuring his
sixth medal in the competition
will face two-time Asian
Championships medallist
Bakhodur Usmonov of
Tajikistan. Two-time
Commonwealth bronze medal-
list Mohammad Hussamuddin
(57kg) will go head to head
against the 2021 world champi-
onships silver medallist Serik
Temirzhanov of Kazakhstan.
The other three men in semi-

final action will be Narender
(92+kg), Sumit (75kg), and
Govind Kumar Sahani (48kg).
Narender (92+kg) dominated
his way to the semis by com-
fortably defeating Iman
Ramezanpourdelavar of Iran
with a unanimous 5:0 verdict
late on Monday night.
India's total medal count of 12
in this year's edition of the
tournament is the third highest
among all competing nations.
The women pugilists of the
country have secured seven
medals which ranks them sec-
ond in the standings among all
nations while the men's total
tally of five medals places
them joint third alongside
Jordan and Mongolia in their
respective rankings.
The final of the tournament for
the women's category will take
place on Friday and the men's
final bouts will be conducted
on Saturday.

Lovlina, Shiva to lead
India’s gold medal charge

Unpredictable Pakistan to
test consistent New Zealand

Match starts: 1.30pm IST.

New Zealand's Trent Boult attends a training session, ahead of the first
ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket semifinal match between
Pakistan and New Zealand, at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG).

Sydney, Nov 08 (PTI):

Pakistan team mentor
Matthew Hayden has backed
his under-fire skipper Babar
Azam to produce "some-
thing very special" in the
knockout stages of the T20
World Cup.

The fourth-highest run-
scorer in T20Is since the last
World Cup, Babar has failed
to fire in the ongoing show-
piece, with a 33-ball 25
against Bangladesh being
his best in the last five
matches. "...don't be sur-
prised whatsoever if you
don't see some fireworks be-
cause very special players
don't often stay down for
long," Hayden said during
the pre-match press confer-
ence ahead of Wednesday's
semifinal against New
Zealand. "There's no ques-
tion that Babar has been
under some adversity. That
will make him not only an
even greater player...You
can't continue to keep on
punching out hundreds and
50s and strike rates of 140-
plus. "There's got to be mo-
ments in time where there's
a lull. And as we all know
about the weather, once
there's a lull, there's often a
storm that follows. So look

out, rest of the world, be-
cause I think you're about to
see something very special
from Babar." Pakistan were
staring at an exit after losing
to India and Zimbabwe, but
Netherlands' shocking win
over South Africa opened up
the door and they beat
Bangladesh in their final
Super 12 match to seal the
semifinal spot.

"It has been a rollercoast-
er ride but I wouldn't have it
any other way, because the
last World Cup we went into
the semi-final undefeated,
and Australia pipped us,"
Hayden said. "So, yeah,
there's ups and downs in this
tournament, but I really be-
lieve yet with our best game,
which is a huge threat to our
opposition. "The way the
middle order has stepped up
to the plate has been excel-
lent and those fast bowlers,

man, there's four of them
and they come at great pace."

Babar and his opening
partner Mohammad Rizwan
have struggled at the top but
Hayden was impressed with
how the middle order con-
tributed to the team's cause.

The former Australian
opener singled out the con-
tribution of Mohammad
Haris, who made 59 runs in
two innings. "Whilst it (bat-
ting) hasn't gone absolutely
to plan, it's meant that our
middle order players have
had to step up, and young
Haris has been one of those.

"Great story, really signifi-
cant story of any World Cup.
Not even in the squad and
now performing like he
should have been there from
the start." Hayden feels
Haris' net sessions against
the pacers helped.

"It's no surprise to see how
he came in and played so
beautifully. He's got a very
good technique on our fast
bouncy wickets. He's got a
freshness," he said.

"One of the things as an
outsider coming into this
tournament is pretty much
the entire cricketing com-
munity with the amount of
programme is fatigued to
some degree.

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games cham-
pion Lakshya Sen on Tuesday
jumped two spots to achieve a
career-best sixth in the latest
BWF World Rankings.
The 21-year-old from Almora,
who has been in sensational
form this season, has 76,424
points from 25 tournaments.
Newly-crowned French Open
champions Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
also climbed one spot to
return to their career best
ranking of seven in men's dou-
bles.
The Indian duo won two BWF
world tour titles -- India Open
super 500 and French Open
super 750, claimed gold at
Birmingham Games besides
securing a first-ever bronze at

World Championships. They
also played a pivotal role in
India winning the Thomas
Cup. Women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand and mixed doubles
pair of Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Crasto also moved up
to achieve their career-high
rankings of 23 and 28 respec-
tively. While Treesa and
Gayatri jumped five places,
Tanisha and Ishaan improved
two spots in the latest chart.
Double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, who hasn't played any
tournament since the
Birmingham Games due to an
ankle injury, also moved up a
place to become world num-
ber five. Kidambi Srikanth and
H S Prannoy remained static
at world number 11 and 12
respectively.

Lakshya Sen reaches career-best
sixth in BWF rankings

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Singh is
happy that his team could
maintain composure de-
spite making errors
against strong opponents
at the FIH Pro League but
said one area where they
need to work on is to avoid
getting cards.

The Indian men's hock-
ey team produced a solid
showing at the Pro League
last week, defeating New
Zealand 7-4 and then going
past Spain 3-1 in shootout
at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar.

Harmanpreet, who led
India in the tournament,
insisted that there are still
certain areas where the
team can improve as they
prepare for the upcoming
World Cup, to be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela, from January 13
next year.

"The team's efforts have
been quite good in these
matches but we can avoid
getting cards. Because
even if we lose one player
on the field, then everyone
has to run twice as much,"

he said in a release issued
by Hockey India (HI).

"We do train for how we
have to create our forma-
tion and structure if we
are a man short. Hence,
despite getting the cards,
we were able to defend
well. But still, it is impor-
tant for us to avoid getting
cards."

Surender Kumar and
Manpreet Singh had re-
ceived green cards in the
14th and 21st minutes, re-
spectively, during the sec-
ond match against Spain.

The Indian drag flicker
said the team can gain
confidence from the fact
that they were able to held

their nerves in pressure
situation against strong
teams. "It is good that we
are making errors in these
matches from which we
can learn from and im-
prove as we move on to-
wards the World Cup. We
are still able to settle down
despite the errors and not
lose our composure.

"It definitely helps us in
building our confidence in
each other, and improving
the team," he said.

Placed in Pool D along
with Wales and England at
the World Cup, India and
Spain will meet each other
in their opening match on
January 13.

You’re about to see something
very special from Babar: Hayden

We can avoid getting
cards, says Harmanpreet

Adelaide, Nov 08 (PTI):

England all-rounder
Ben Stokes is hopeful that
his bowling attack can
contain the rampaging
Suryakumar Yadav in the
T20 World Cup semi-final
against India even
though his shots have
forced him to scratch
his head in awe.

He was also lavish
in his praise for
Indian legend Virat
Kohli, who he
thinks has "earned
the right to be never
written off".

England's top all-
rounder is cautiously op-
timistic about his team's
chances in the big semi-
final on Thursday.

"Suryakumar obviously
came in and set the world
alight. He is a fantastic
player and plays some
shots where you sort of
just scratching the head
sometimes.

"He is in great form, but
hopefully, we can try and
shut him down and not

allow him to get on one of
his rampages," Stokes,
who has been impressive
with the ball, told re-
porters in an interaction
organised by the England
& Wales Cricket Board.

Talking about Kohli,
with whom Stokes has

shared a healthy rivalry
over the years, the
Durham man was at his
wits end that a player of
that stature could be writ-
ten off so easily after a
downward spiral.

"I think with Virat he
could have four unbeliev-
able years like he had,
and then have a not so
loud couple of months
and then for some rea-
son plays like that and
gets written off, we
have got no idea why. I
think he has earned the
right to never be written
off."
As far as Kohli is con-

cerned, his numbers
speak for itself, said
Stokes.

"You don't produce the
numbers and produce the
innings that he (Kohli)
does in all three formats
and it's fine. We as players
and people who play
against him a lot, we
never take anything he
has done in the game be-
fore into the game we have
got here," said Stokes.

Hopefully we can shut Surya, Kohli has
earned right to be never written off: Stokes

Adelaide, Nov 08 (PTI):

The Indian cricket team
survived a scare ahead of
the T20 World Cup semifi-
nal against England as
skipper Rohit Sharma sus-
tained a powerful blow on
his forearm during train-
ing on Tuesday, but it did
not turn out to be a serious
injury. Rohit was undergo-
ing usual practice drills as

he faced team's throw-
down expert S Raghu at
the Adelaide Oval when a
short ball jumped off the
length area and hit his
right forearm.

The captain, who was at-
tempting a pull shot and
missed the ball, was visi-
bly in pain. After applying
ice pack on the injured
arm and resting for a
while, Rohit resumed his

training.
Team sources said the

skipper is doing fine and
should play the semifinal
against England on
Thursday. "He didn't feel
much discomfort when he
batted for the second time.
CT scan or x-ray might not
be needed. Also we have
one day in the middle
which is also optional ses-
sion. It doesn't look seri-
ous as of now," a source
privy to development told
PTI. Rohit looked desolate
and in considerable pain
when he was watching the
training session from a
distance, sitting on an ice
box, after being hit.

Mental conditioning
coach Paddy Upton was
seen talking to him for a
considerable amount of
time. Rohit resumed his
training after some time
but throwdown experts
were told not to go full
throttle as he mostly
played defensive shots to
check if his movements
were okay.

Rohit gets hit on arm during training
but no serious injury caused New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

New IPL chairman
Arun Dhumal sees crick-
et's premier T20 tourna-
ment becoming the biggest
sporting league in the
world in the next five years
and says the board also
has a clear vision for
Women's IPL.

Speaking to PTI,
Dhumal talked about his
long term plans for the
IPL, why there can't be
more than 10 teams and
why the BCCI will stick to
its longtime stance on not
allowing the Indian play-
ers to take part in overseas
leagues.

IPL has become the sec-
ond most valued sporting
league globally in terms of
per match value after the
media rights for the 2023-
2027 cycle fetched a stag-
gering Rs 48,390 crore.

Though it has a much
shorter window compared
to football leagues like
EPL or the NFL in the
United States, the IPL is
likely to have a two and
half month exclusive win-

dow comprising a maxi-
mum of 94 games with 10
teams.

Dhumal said constant
innovation is the need of
the hour and there is no
reason why IPL can't be-
come the biggest sporting
league worldwide.

"The IPL will be much
bigger than what it is and
will be the number one
sports league in the
world," Dhumal told PTI
when asked about how the
BCCI plans to raise the bar
for the crown jewel of
Indian cricket.

Fans have contributed
most to what the IPL has
become and Dhumal said
plans are in place to sub-
stantially improve their
viewing experience.

IPL will become world’s biggest
sporting league: Dhumal

New Delhi, Nov 08 (PTI):

The Supreme Court ac-
quitted three men sen-
tenced to death for the
gangrape and murder of a
19-year-old woman in
Delhi’s Chhawla area in
2012, noting the prosecu-
tion failed to provide lead-
ing, cogent, clinching and
clear evidence, including
those related to DNA pro-
filing and call detail
records (CDRs), against
the accused.

The three men were ac-
cused of abducting, gan-
graping and brutally
killing the woman in
February 2012. Her muti-
lated body was found three
days after she was abduct-
ed. A bench of Chief
Justice U U Lalit and

Justices S Ravindra Bhat
and Bela M Trivedi acquit-
ted the convicts in a 40-
page order passed on
Monday.

“The evidence with re-
gard to the arrest of the
accused, their identifica-
tion, discoveries and re-
coveries of the incrimi-
nating articles, identity of
the car, the seizures and
sealing of the articles and
collection of samples, the
medical and scientific evi-

dence, the report of DNA
profiling, the evidence
with regard to the CDRs
etc. were not proved by the
prosecution by leading, co-
gent, clinching and clear
evidence much less unerr-
ingly pointing the guilt of
the accused,” the bench
said.

It said that the possibili-
ty of tampering with the
samples collected also
could not be ruled out.
“The prosecution has to

bring home the charges
levelled against them be-
yond reasonable doubt,
which the prosecution has
failed to do in the instant
case, resultantly, the court
is left with no alternative
but to acquit the accused,
though involved in a very
heinous crime,” it said.

It may be true that if the
accused involved in the
heinous crime go unpun-
ished or are acquitted, a
kind of agony and frustra-
tion may be caused to the
society in general and to
the family of the victim in
particular, however the
law does not permit the
courts to punish the ac-
cused on the basis of
moral conviction or on
suspicion alone, the bench
said.
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Artists perform during the traditional Pushkar Fair, in Pushkar, Tuesday.
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2012 Chhawla Gangrape-Murder 

‘Prosecution failed to provide clear evidence’

Bengaluru, Nov 08 (PTI):

A division bench of the
High Court of Karnataka
has set aside an order of a
designated economic
court that ordered block-
ing of @INCIndia and
@BharatJodo Twitter han-
dles calling it “punitive ac-
tion.”

The order is subject to
the Congress party remov-
ing the offending content
before noon on Wednesday.

The Congress agreed to
remove the 45-second clip
that used the copyrighted
song before noon on
Wednesday from all its so-
cial media accounts.

The HC ordered the
party to provide screen-
shots of the Twitter han-
dle and the other social

media accounts before the
contentious material was
removed. The HC ordered,
“We are of the opinion
that prayer deserves to be
allowed to set aside im-
pugned order, subject to
appellant taking down of-
fending material.”

The lower court had
given the order on Monday
in a suit filed by MRT
Studios which claimed 45
seconds of its copyrighted
music from ‘KGF Chapter
2’ movie was used in a
‘Bharat Jodo’ song by the
Congress party.

The Division bench of
Justices G Narendar and
Justice PN Desai heard the
petition by the Congress in
an emergency hearing on
Tuesday evening. Senior
advocate Abhishek

Singhvi argued the case
for the party challenging
the lower court’s Monday
order.

Allowing the appeal, the
HC said, “Appeal is al-
lowed in part, subject to
appellants (INC) removing
it from their social media
accounts. This order shall
not come in the way of the
plaintiff making any re-
quest to court to protect
their copyrights.”

Before that the senior
advocate in his arguments
pointed out that the
Commercial Court had no
urgent reason to pass the
interim order and unless it
is stayed Twitter would
take down the party’s ac-
counts. He submitted that
the party was ready to
take down the 45 seconds

of the alleged clip which
infringed on MRT’s copy-
right. To block Twitter ac-
counts for the 45-second
clip has ulterior motives,
he told the court.

“Blocking Twitter han-
dles will not help the re-
spondents unless they
have any ulterior motive,”
he told the court.

The alleged infringed
music clip was on the
Twitter handle from
October itself but the
copyright owner filed the
petition on November 2
which was heard on
November 5 and the lower
court gave the order on
November 7. An ex-parte
injunction was passed
without issuing notice or
recording reasons, he told
the division bench.

HC sets aside lower court order 
On INC Twitter handles

Itanagar, Nov 08 (PTI):

Union Minister Dr
Subhas Sarkar on
Tuesday said that under
the National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020, the
focus is on promoting
mother tongue and re-
gional languages.

The NEP does not in-
tend to impose Hindi, the
minister said while pre-
siding over a meeting at
Namsai district in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The Union Minister of
State for Education was in
the state to review NITI
Aayog’s aspirational dis-
trict programme.

Namsai is one of the 112
districts of the country
under the Aspirational
District Programme

(ADP) of the NITI Aayog,
which was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in January 2018.

The aspirational dis-
tricts have been identified
by Niti AAYOG based
upon indicators from
health and nutrition, edu-
cation, agriculture and

water resources, financial
inclusion and skill devel-
opment which have an im-
pact on human develop-
ment index (HDI).

The minister lauded the
district administration for
achieving various targets
and took a comprehensive
sector-wise review of the
ADP, an official statement
said.

During his interaction
with the officers, the min-
ister sought information
on the gaps and observa-
tions made in the field
that needed to be focused
on.

On the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the minister
urged the officials to cre-
ate awareness among the
masses to instil in them a
sense of ownership.

‘NEP promoting mother
tongue, regional languages’

Dr Subhas Sarkar


