
DEV DEEPAWALI

Devotees gather on the banks of Ganga river for a ‘holy dip’ on the occasion of
‘Dev Deepawali’ during Kartik Purnima, in Varanasi, Monday.
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Hybrid militants 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Two hybrid mili-
tants, who were involved
in planting an improvised
explosive device in
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir last
month, have been arrest-
ed from Baramulla, police
said on Monday. The
police have also recov-
ered two remote-con-
trolled improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDs) from
their possession. “Sopore
Police has cracked the
recent IED blast incident
at Kenusa Bandipora. 02
hybrid terrorists namely
Irshad Ganaie @ Shahid &
Waseem Raja of Kenusa
Bandipora arrested. 02
remote controlled IEDs
with detonators recov-
ered,” Additional Director
General of Police,
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
said in a tweet.

Recruitment scam
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested four people,
including a Jammu and
Kashmir police assistant
sub-inspector and a CRPF
constable, in connection
with sub-inspectors’
recruitment scam in the
Union Territory, officials
said Monday. The CBI has
taken into custody Ashok
Kumar, ASI, J&K Police,
Surender Singh, Constable,
CRPF, and two private indi-
viduals — Pradeep Kumar,
packing in-charge at the
printing press where
papers were getting print-
ed and one Bajinder Singh,
they said. All the accused
were called in Jammu
where they were arrested
and produced before a
special court after ques-
tioning, they said.

Exotic snakes 
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: A woman
passenger onboard a
Delhi-bound train was
detained at Tatanagar
railway station here after
Railway Protection Force
seized exotic breeds of
poisonous snakes, lizards
and insects from her pos-
session, an RPF official
said on Monday. Acting
on a rip-off, the RPF per-
sonnel conducted a
search in the general
compartment of Delhi-
bound Neelanchal Express
on Sunday night and
seized the snakes, lizards
and insects stuffed in
plastic bags. The official
said 29 snakes of foreign
breed were seized and a
Google search revealed
that three of them are
valued at Rs 25 crore
each in the international
market. The coost of the
seized lizards was found
to be in the range od Rs
10,000 to Rs 20,000.

BRIEF

President Droupadi Murmu
presents National Florence

Nightingale Award 2021 to a
nursing personnel, at

Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi, Monday.
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New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

In a landmark verdict,
the Supreme Court by a
majority view of 3:2 on
Monday upheld the validi-
ty of the 103rd
Constitution amendment
providing 10 per cent
reservation to people be-
longing to the economical-
ly weaker sections (EWS)
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs. The court said
the quota does not violate
the basic structure of the
Constitution.

A five-judge constitution
bench headed by Chief
Justice U U Lalit pro-
nounced four separate ver-
dicts on 40 petitions chal-
lenging the validity of the
103rd Constitution amend-
ment promulgated by the
Centre in 2019.

While Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari, Bela M
Trivedi and J B Pardiwala
upheld the law, Justice S
Ravindra Bhat along with
the CJI shot down the
same in their minority

view. The judges read four
separate judgements for
over 35 minutes in the
courtroom. Justice
Maheshwari, who read the
judgement for himself,
said the 103rd constitu-
tional amendment cannot
said to breach the basic
structure of the
Constitution. He said
reservation is an instru-
ment of affirmative action
so as to ensure an all inclu-
sive march towards goals
of egalitarian society and
it is a means of inclusion
of any class or section so
disadvantaged. Justice
Trivedi said the 103rd con-
stitutional amendment
cannot be struck down on

grounds of being discrimi-
natory. She said the 103rd
Constitution amendment
has to be treated as an af-
firmative action by
Parliament for the benefit
of EWS class.

Justice J B Pardiwala
concurred with their
views and upheld the va-
lidity of the amendment.

Justice Pardiwala, how-
ever, said reservation is
meant to secure social jus-
tice but it should not con-
tinue for indefinite time so
that it becomes vested in-
terest. Justice S Ravindra
Bhat, in a minority view,
dissented and struck down
the constitution amend-
ment on EWS quota. He

declared the 103rd
Amendment Act as uncon-
stitutional and void on
grounds that it is violative
of basic structure of the
Constitution. CJI Lalit
concurred with the view of
Justice Bhat. The apex
court had on September 27
reserved the verdict on the
legal question of whether
the EWS quota violated
the basic structure of the
Constitution after hearing
a battery of senior
lawyers, including the
then Attorney General K
K Venugopal and Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, in
a marathon hearing that
had lasted for six-and-half-
days.

SC majority verdict upholds
10 per cent reservation to EWS

Srinagar, Nov 07 (PTI):

Police on Monday filed
a chargesheet against five
persons, including four
Lashkar-e-Taiba terror-
ists, in a case related to the
murder of an army man
in Budgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir ear-
lier this year.

“Police today produced
a chargesheet against fol-
lowing five accused per-
sons in a case of terror in-
cident in which one army

man on leave was abduct-
ed and murdered at
Lokipora Khag in
Budgam,” a police
spokesman said.

Those named in the
chargesheet included
three terrorists who were
killed in an encounter
with security forces a
month after the soldier’s
murder. While one over-
ground worker (OGW) of
the terrorists is in jail, the
other accused — a
Pakistani terrorist who

goes by aliases Ghazi Bhai,
Pathan and Usman Bhai
— is at large.

According to the
chargesheet, at around
21:30 hours on March 7,
2022, Khag police station
received a missing com-
plaint of an in-service
army soldier Mohammad
Sameer Malla, who was on
leave. “After three days on
March 10, upon specific in-
formation, body of the
missing army man was re-
covered.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

The Election
Commission on Monday
told Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
that state governor Ramesh
Bais has not sought a sec-
ond opinion from it on the
issue of his disqualifica-
tion, sources said. The com-
mission has sent a letter to
Soren noting that it has not
received any such commu-
nication from the governor,
they said. Chief Minister
Soren had said in Ranchi
on Sunday that he has
through his counsel sought
a copy from the Election
Commission (EC) of
Governor Bais’ request for
a second opinion in a case
related to his disqualifica-
tion as MLA for allegedly
leasing a mine to himself
in violation of election law
provisions. Soren’s com-
ment had come in the wake
of the governor saying on
October 27 that he has
sought a “second opinion”
in the case and claimed that

an “atom bomb could ex-
plode any time in
Jharkhand”, apparently in-
dicating to his pending de-
cision in the matter. “I have
sought a copy from the EC

of Governor Ramesh Bais’
request for a second opin-
ion in the office-of-profit
case through my counsel,”
the chief minister had told
PTI on Sunday.

HC takes suo
motu cognisance
of Morbi bridge

collapse tragedy
Ahmedabad:The Gujarat
High Court on Monday
took suo motu cognisance
of the Morbi bridge col-
lapse tragedy and issued
notices to the state gov-
ernment and local author-
ities and also sought a sta-
tus report in the matter
by November 14.

The collapse of the
British-era suspension
bridge in Morbi on
October 30 claimed 135
lives.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Aravind
Kumar and Justice
Ashutosh Shastri issued
notices to the Gujarat gov-
ernment through the
chief secretary, state
home department, com-
missioner of municipali-
ties, Morbi municipality,
district collector and
State Human Rights
Commission and relisted
the matter on November
14.

It also sought a status
report from the chief sec-
retary and home secre-
tary by next Monday
when the matter will
come up for hearing.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Assets of a former
project director in the Manipur
government have been attached
under the anti-money laundering
law in a case linked to alleged
embezzlement of government
funds, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on Monday.
Six immovable properties worth
Rs 3.04 crore and Rs 8.20 lakh
kept in bank accounts of Y
Ningthem Singh, a former project
director in the Manipur
Development Society (MDS),
have been provisionally attached
under sections of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act

(PMLA), it said in a statement.
The money laundering case
stems from a September 2017 FIR
filed by the state police against
MDS officials and others in an
allegation of “misappropriation”
of MDS funds to the tune of over
Rs 169 crore. “Huge amount of
funds were embezzled and mis-
appropriated from MDS account
by Y Ningthem Singh in criminal
connivance with his associates
and these diverted funds were
transferred and laundered into
various shell firm accounts and
other individual/associates
accounts,” the ED alleged.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

The government needs
to come out with a codi-
fied data protection
regime at the earliest to
ensure data protection, en-
forcement mechanisms
and also address privacy
risks associated with fa-
cial recognition technolo-
gy (FRT), says a recent
NITI Aayog discussion
paper.

The Aayog, in the paper
titled ‘Responsible AI for
All’, recommended that
rigorous standards for
data processing, as well as

the storage and retention
of sensitive biometric
data should be adequately
addressed in any proposed
data protection regime.

“It is pertinent to men-
tion that FRT like other
intelligent algorithms, is
fundamentally a data in-
tensive technology. In
order to ensure propriety
and legality in the manner
in which data processing
happens to train and de-
velop FRT systems, it is
imperative to have a codi-
fied data protection
regime in the country at
the earliest,” it said. In

2019, the government in-
troduced the Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill
in parliament, which was
subsequently withdrawn
this year.

The government has
clarified that this with-
drawal is temporary, and a
new data protection bill
will be tabled in parlia-
ment.

“The new data protec-
tion bill must retain the
framework to ensure data
protection, including obli-
gations, enforcement
mechanisms, a regulatory
agency, penalties, and

remedies from the PDP
Bill, 2019,” the Aayog
added. FRT refers to an ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)
system that allows identi-
fication or verification of
a person based on certain
images or video data in-
terfacing with the under-
lying algorithm. FRT pri-
marily seeks to accom-
plish three functions — fa-
cial detection, feature ex-
traction and facial recog-
nition.

FRT has garnered do-
mestic and international
debate around its poten-
tial benefits of efficient

and timely execution of
existing processes in dif-
ferent sectors; yet also the
risks it poses to basic
human and fundamental
rights like individual pri-
vacy, equality, free speech
and freedom of move-
ment, to name a few.

According to the
Aayog’s discussion paper,
such a regime must not be
limited to regulating data
processing by private enti-
ties but must adequately
codify protections for fun-
damental right to privacy
against state agencies (in-
cluding law enforcement).

Indore, Nov 07 (PTI):

An offence has been
registered against three
women in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore after a
video of them kicking
and punching a 25-year-
old woman surfaced on
social media, police said
on Monday.

The alleged incident
took place around 1 am
on November 4 in front
of an eatery at LIG in-
tersection in the city,
MIG police station in-
charge Ajay Verma
said.

Priya Verma, an em-
ployee of a pesticide
shop, was beaten up by
a group of women, who
were in the age group of
18 to 22 years, over a
sudden altercation, he
said.

The area where the
incident took place has
commercial establish-
ments that are allowed
to operate 24/7 hours by
the local administra-
tion. The accused

kicked and punched the
victim and attacked her
with a belt. They also
broke her mobile phone
by slamming it on the
road, the official said.

Three of the accused
were brought to the po-
lice station on Monday
and they were warned
not to get involved in
such attacks in the fu-
ture, he said.

An FIR has been reg-
istered against the ac-
cused under sections
294 (obscene act), 323
(voluntarily causing
hurt), 506 (intimidation)
and other relevant pro-
visions of the Indian
Penal Code, the official
said, adding that no ar-
rests have been made.

In a viral video of the
incident, four women
can be seen assaulting
the victim.

However, the com-
plainant has named
only three women in the
FIR and a detailed in-
vestigation is underway,
the official said.

Reservation for EWS is allowed but excluding SCs,
STs and OBCs is to heap fresh injustice: SC

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Introducing reservation for economically weaker
sections in admissions and government jobs is permissible but
excluding SCs, STs and OBCs as they enjoy pre-existing bene-
fits is to heap fresh injustice, the Supreme Court said in its
minority verdict on Monday, striking down the 103rd
Constitution amendment.

EC to Soren on disqualification issue

‘Jharkhand Governor 
has not sought second opinion’

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren  during

‘Sarkar Aapke Dwar’ pro-
gramme, in East

Singhbhum district,
Monday.

UPA seeks Prez intervention to 
stop attempts to topple alliance govt 

RRaanncchhii::  The ruling UPA in Jharkhand Monday sought President
Droupadi Murmu’s intervention to stop alleged attempts to topple
its government in the state with the help of central agencies. The
UPA in its letter to Murmu held the opposition BJP of hatching the
conspiracy to topple the elected UPA government since it started
working to meet the people’s expectation after the pandemic. The
UPA said that it came to power in Jharkhand in December 2019
with immense public support as people were fed up with previous
BJP government’s failures, corruption and misgovernance. 

SC judgment on mining charges strengthens my 
resolve to work for people: Soren

Ranchi, Nov 7 (PTI) Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren on Monday welcomed the Supreme
Court judgment which held that the PILs filed before the high court praying for investigations
against him in an alleged illegal mining case were not maintainable. Soren, who was accused of
granting himself a mining lease as the state’s mining minister, told PTI that the judgment setting
aside the June 3 order of the high court accepting maintainability of the public interest litigations
(PILs) has strengthened his resolve to work for the people tirelessly.

Three booked after
viral video shows them

beating up woman 

Police file chargesheet against
LeT terrorists for killing soldier 

ED attaches assets of
ex-Manipur govt project director

in money laundering case

‘Govt needs to bring codified data protection regime at earliest’

Director I/c congratulates teams of RMP-3, 
BF-8, SMS-3 for setting new records

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0077::  SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's RMP-3, SMS-3 and Blast
Furnace-8 have set new records in
production as well as in techno-eco-
nomics. For this achievement,
Director-in-charge of the plant

Anirban Dasgupta visited these de-
partments and congratulated the
employees and officers of the de-
partment for their excellent per-
formance. Along with this, he also
expressed his best wishes to the as-
sociate departments of these per-
forming departments. SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's

Refractory Material Plant-3
(RMP-3) recorded the best daily
production record on November
06, 2022 by producing 1705
tonnes and left behind the previ-
ous production record of 1611
tonnes set on October 27, 2022.
Similarly, Caster-1 of Modex unit
Steel Melting Shop-3 (SMS-3) of
Bhilai Steel Plant produced 30
heats on November 06, 2022 and
broke the production record of
29 heats recorded on October 09,
2022. SAIL-BSP Blast Furnaces
created a new record by increas-
ing the highest ever daily Coal
Dust Injection (CDI) volume, by

injecting 2429 tonnes of coal dust
on November 05, 2022, setting a
new record for highest daily coal
dust injection, surpassing the previ-
ous record of 2381 tonnes of coal
dust injection. Apart from this, Blast
Furnace-08 (Mahamaya) achieved
192 kg per ton hot metal in coal
dust injection rate on November 05,
2022 making another daily record
which is much higher than the pre-
vious coal dust injection rate of 182
kg per ton hot metal. Along with
this, Blast Furnace-08 has sur-
passed its old record of 1431 tonnes
of coal dust injection, setting a new
daily record by injecting 1472
tonnes of coal dust.

Central Chronicle News

Bhila, Nov 07: The clos-
ing ceremony of 1st RT
Ramachandran Memorial
Inter - School Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament 2022 -
23 was held on November
06 at Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sector - X. The
programme started with
lighting of the lamp and
garlanding the portrait of
Goddess Saraswati, His
Holiness Sri Sri
Chandrasekharendra
Saraswathi Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
and Late RT
Ramachandran, Former
President, SSES and an in-
ternational cricket um-
pire. Satish Singh Thakur,
DSP (Traffic), graced the
occasion as chief Guest. V
R a m a c h a n d r a n ,
President, SSES, S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, school management
committee members,
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, Harish
Chandra Chhatwani, Vice
Principal, Shobha Nair
and S Usha Head Mistress,

school staff and prefectori-
al body were also present.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, welcomed
the dignitaries by giving
the briefing of the tourna-
ment. The school choir
sang welcome song. The
Chief Guest, in his ad-
dress congratulated both
the teams for their out-
standing performance in
the match and wished all
success by saying that
they should be in disci-
pline to achieve the goal.
SSV honoured the Chief
Guest Satish Singh
Thakur with a memento.

16 teams representing
different schools from the
twin city of Durg-Bhilai
participated in the tourna-
ment. The match started
with the quarter final
from Nov 01- 4. The semi
final was on Nov 05. The
Final match was between
Shri Shankaracharya
Vidyalaya, Hudco and
Krishna Public School,
Nehru Nagar. KPS Nehru
Nagar won the toss and
choose to ball first. The
match started at 9:00 hrs.

Shri Shankaracharya
Vidyalaya, Hudco won the
final match by 61 runs.
The 14 winning players
were : Himanshu
Kanojiya, Sahil Rajat
Shariff, Vedant Singh,
Sujeet Kumar Rai, Ritwik
Thakur, Shivanshu
Tiwari, Shivendra Tiwari,
Shaklen Ali, M Shadab,
Brijendra Parmar, G Sahil,
Rajat Sinha, Ashutosh
Singh and Poorab
Khandelwal. The prize dis-
tribution ceremony was
conducted in which Man
of the Matches were given
to the 15 players.
Individual Tournament
Prizes: Best Bowler:
Shivanshu (SSAV Hudco),

Best Batsman: Sahil Rajat
(SSAV Hudco), Best
Wicket Keeper: Aaditya
(Heritage), Best Fielder:
Wahid (BSP Sector - 7),
Best All Rounder: Manish
Yadav (KPS Sunder
Nagar) and Man of the
Series: Sahil Rajat (SSAV,
Hudco) were awarded by
Dhirendra. Runner up
team was Krishna Public
School, Nehru Nagar. The
players of the runner up
team were: Gaurav Singh,
Pushpendra Sahu,
Jayanandan Rao,
Siddharth Singh Rajput,
Sourabh Pandey, Shree
Chandravanshi, Jigyashu
Sahu, Chandrabhushan
Sahu, Lakshya Rao,

Mayank Yadav, Yogi Patel,
Lakshya Tiwari, Yash
Verma and Garv Singh,
were awarded with a run-
ner up team trophy was
presented to all team and
coaches. Participation
Trophies and Kits were
given to all the participat-
ing team, coach and man-
ager. Special Prize:
Mementos were given to
the official Umpires
Shantanu Ghosh, KPS
Nehru Nagar and
Rajendra KPS Sunder
Nagar. Gopal Rao, techni-
cal committee head was
presented with Memento
and Kit. Memento and
recognition were awarded
to support ground staff ,
official and organizing
committee.

A vote of thanks was
proposed by Naman
Sharma CAO, SSV, Bhilai.
The program was ably
compered by Anita
Verma, Pranita Ashtikar,
Bhumika Joshi and
Deepika Jain Ekka. The
closing ceremony culmi-
nated with the retreat and
National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: District
Cooperative Central (DCC)
Bank Limited Durg
President Jawahar Verma
has been removed from his
post. Senior Congress
leader and Pradesh
Congress Committee
General Secretary
Rajendra Sahu has been
entrusted with the respon-
sibility as new President
of this bank.

On Monday, the
Registrar of Firms and
Societies issued an order
in this regard. The order
states that following the
resignation of Jawahar
Verma, the committee
constituted under the
rules, recommended the
name of Rajendra Sahu
for the post of the DCC
Bank President.
Accordingly, the
Registrar issued orders
in this regard on
Monday. The incumbent
President was not avail-

able to clarify the reason
for his resignation.
According to insiders,
there were some corrup-

tion charges on him. Some
complaints were made
against him at the CM's of-
fice also.

It is supposed that some
irregularities were found
in his working after which
he was asked to resign
from the post. It needs to
be mentioned here that
Jawahar Verma is a BSP
employee and was ap-
pointed as the President of
DCC Bank Limited Durg
on July 19, 2021. He contin-
ued at this post till
November 04.

BSP's URM makes multiple
production records

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: URM has
made records on two pro-
duction parameters on
November 03. First one by
inspecting 180 nos. of
260m welded panels sur-
passing previous best of
170 Panels that was in-
spected on November 01.

At the same time the
SHOP has made a record
as regards to inspection of
welded joints. 245 nos. of
joints were inspected ok
surpassing the previous
best of 227 on November
02. With all these inspec-
tion records the plant has
assured a production of
one rake per shift that is
to be dispatched to Indian
Railways.

This was possible due to
continuous effort made by
URM, RCL and other asso-
ciated departments en-

gaged for rail production
at URM.

Director-in-Change of
the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta
congratulated the team
on this achievement.
Anjani Kumar, ED (W) of
BSP also congratulated
the URM and other asso-

ciated agencies for this
excellent performance.

Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM) gave credits to his
team and other associated
departments for the
splendid achievement. He
also thanked the inspect-
ing agency RITES for 
the feat.

Devendra joins Bharat Jodo Yatra;
walks beside Rahul Gandhi

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: Bhilai
nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav joined the foot
march "Bharat Jodo
Yatra" led by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi the
other day. Devendra
Yadav will be participat-
ing in the yatra for the
next couple of days.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that Rahul
Gandhi embarked on the
ambitious Bharat Jodo
Yatra from Kanyakumari
on 7th September and
after walking 3750 kms, he
will reach Kashmir in
about 150 days. MLA
Devendra Yadav is walk-
ing beside Rahul Gandhi
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The yatra covers almost
25 kilometers in a day.
After walking for the en-
tire day, MLA Devendra

Yadav along with his col-
leagues practiced yoga in
the camp. He conducted
discussion on various top-
ics with the Congress
leaders of other states.
Devendra Yadav said that
by breaking the differ-
ences and hatred to con-
nect the people of India,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is travelling
across the nation to
spread the message of
mutual love and brother-
hood.

"Rahul Gandhi is living
this journey with austeri-
ty and I am able to feel
boundless energy within
myself by walking with
Rahul Gandhi, who has
become the voice of the
common people",
Devendra said.

Bharat Jodo Yatra cov-
ers almost 25 kilometers
everyday. MLA Devendra

Yadav is walking 25 kms
daily with Rahul Gandhi.
On the one hand, the BJP

is building a wall of ha-
tred between Hindus and
Muslims in the country.

Bypassing the unity
and integrity of the coun-
try and democracy, BJP is
busy dividing the country.
In such a situation, Rahul
Gandhi is trying to demol-
ish the wall of hatred and
is extending the hand of
love and brotherhood
among the countrymen
from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari.

Rahul Gandhi is meet-
ing the people during the
course of yatra. They are
also planting saplings to
make the journey memo-
rable. They are further col-
lecting the soil of different
places from where the
journey is passing.
Collecting the soil of each
and every village / city is a
very emotional moment.
The yatra is receiving
enormous response and
love from across the coun-
try, Devendra said.
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Rajendra Sahu replaces
Jawahar Verma as DCC
Bank’s new President

RT Ramachandran Memorial Inter School
Tennis Ball Cricket Tournament concludes
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TB test must be done after
recovery from covid

Raipur, Nov 07: Patients
of corona infection are
falling prey to other dis-
eases after recovery. Many
patients are showing
symptoms of TB after re-
covering from corona.
Keeping in mind the far-
reaching consequences of
covid, experts say that
even after recovery, the pa-
tient must undergo a spu-
tum test. Both TB and
COVID are infectious dis-
eases that primarily dam-
age the lungs. Symptoms
such as cough, fever and
shortness of breath are
similar in both diseases.
However, in TB the disease
duration is long and the
disease onset is slow.

State Tuberculosis
Officer (TB Eradication
Programme) Dr.
Dharmendra Gahvai said
that the mode and symp-
toms of infection of coro-
na virus and tuberculosis
(TB) are almost similar. In
such a situation, it is very

important to take precau-
tions to prevent infection.

This disease is highly
spread in the air. Even
after recovering from
covid, if the problem of
persistent cough persists,
then TB must be tested. Dr.
Gahvai said that TB can
also occur after covid-19
because the infection dam-
ages the lungs, due to
which the chances of get-
ting TB increase.

Dr. Gahvai said that it is
necessary for the patients
suffering from TB to get
the vaccine of Covid.
Those TB patients who
have high fever or are hav-
ing symptoms of covid
should not get this vac-
cine. Such people should
get the Covid vaccine
when the symptoms are
cured. Even after vaccina-
tion, it is necessary to
strictly follow the protocol
related to prevention from
Covid. TB patients have to
get the precaution dose
along with both the doses
of the vaccine. TB test and
treatment is available free
of cost in government hos-
pitals.

Saurav Sahu wins in all three categories

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077::  

In the state-level Badminton
tournament (Under-17) held at
Korba, Saurav Sahu won the
Boy’s Single title defeating
Manas in three sets with 21-19,
14-21 and 14-21. Similarly in
the mixed double’s also team
of Saurav & Tanu Chandra
defeated Arnav and Vanshika
Shrivastava by 21-15, 18-21
and 21-11 and won the coveted
title. 

The above competition was
held at Sports Area of Nagar
Nigam Colony Niharika and on
the concluding day Upper

Collector Korba Virendra Patle
was the chief guest. First the
President of District
Badminton Association Ashok
Sharma welcomed the chief
guest with the flower bouquet
and the players sung the
state’s song. On this occasion
President of Association Ashok
Sharma presented the five-day
report of the tournament. In
the Boy’s double- Saurav and
Rounak Chouhan defeated

Bilaspur team in straight sets.
In the Under-15 category-
Divyansh Agrawal  defeated
Aman Khan and in the Girl’s the
pairing team of Rashi and Mahi
defeated Ishiika & Shweta and
won the title.

Akshay & Aman’s team in
Under-15 tourney won the
Doubles title. All the above
players viz. Saurav, Rounak,
Tanu, Manas and Akshay are
obtaining training from famous
coach Mr. Sanjay Mishra at
ITM Badminton Academy in
Naya Raipur. This state-level
badminton tournament was
held from Nov -2-6, 2022.

Shiv Mahapuran Katha by Pt. Pradeep Mishra from Nov 9
Raipur, Nov 07: A grand
event of Shri
Champeshwar Shiv
Mahapuran Katha to be
recited by  Pt. Pradeep
Mishra (Sehore Wale) is
going to be held at Dahi
Handi Maidan, Hanuman
Mandir, Srinagar Road,
Gudhiyari, Raipur from
November 9 to 13 from  1
pm to 4 pm. Lakh of devo-
tees are expected to gather
not only from
Chhattisgarh but from all
corners of the country,
said Basant Agarwal the
main organiser of the
event while speaking to
the scribes here. Pt.
Pradeep Mishra will be
greeted with a grand wel-
come after his arrival at
Mana Airport on

November 8, 2022.
Thereafter, from 5 pm on-
wards, a grand procession
will be taken out from
Bharat Mata Chowk locat-
ed at Gudhiyari, which
will culminate at the
venue where the event
will be organised. This
event is going to be the
biggest religious event not
only in Raipur but in the
entire Chhattisgarh till
date, he said. The main or-
ganizers of Champeshwar
Shivmahapuran Katha
are Mrs. Madhuri

Lakhiprasad Agarwal,
Mrs. Anita Chandan
Agrawal, Mrs. Ritu
Basant Agrawal and the
entire Berliya family,
Thankhamharia. Proper
seating arrangements
have been made for the
guest of honor, elderly and
women. The event is get-
ting wide support from all
caste, religion organiza-
tion, community particu-
larly, women’s are giving
special contribution.

Basant Agarwal and his
entire team, who are en-

gaged in field prepara-
tions for this event for last
two months. In this event,
18 main gates have been
constructed by Karma
Decoration of Nagpur.
Women and men toilets,
bathrooms and free
arrangements for accom-
modation and food for the
devotees coming from out-
side have been made by or-
ganiser Basant Agarwal
and the organizing com-
mittee.

Along with the team of
doctors, 50 medical staff
and a whole team of vol-
unteers are also engaged
for every kind of safety
and convenience of the
devotees coming from out-
side and free parking facil-
ities provided at WRS

Ravan Ground, 40 acres in
front of Kota Vidyapeeth
and many other small and
big places. E-rickshaws
(battery operated vehi-
cles) facility is also there
from parking to venue
site. From the point of
view of security the entire
venue is under CCTV. The
camera is kept under sur-
veillance. In order to make
the event successful, all
political parties, social or-
ganizations, state govern-
ment, administration,
railway department, mu-
nicipal corporation,
health department, fire
department, electricity de-
partment and public rep-
resentatives of the area
have extended their coop-
eration.

CM extends greetings on Guru
Nanak Dev’s birth anniv

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
extended greetings on the
birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev to the people of
the state, especially the peo-
ple of the Sikh community.
In a message addressing to
the state’s people, Baghel
said that the birth anniver-
sary of the first Sikh Guru
and founder of Sikhism,
Nanak Devji, is celebrated
with gaiety in the form of
Guru Parab and Prakash

Parv. To mark the celebra-
tions, a unique combination
of Guruvani, Ardas,
Keertans (holy processions),
Langar, and service to hu-
manity is seen on this day in
Gurudwaras across the
country. Guru Nanakji has
spread the message of love,
unity, equality, and brother-
hood to the world. His teach-
ings are relevant even today
and inspire people to live a
life of service to humanity
with love and harmony.

Vigilance Awareness Week observed at IIT Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07: Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai observed the
Vigilance Awareness
Week as per guidelines
from the Central
Vigilance Commission
(CVC), between October
31 to November 6, 2022.
The theme of this year
was “Corruption free
India for a developed
Nation”. On the inaugu-
ral day, faculty and staff

members took an integri-
ty pledge, led by Prof.
Rajiv Prakash, Director,
IIT Bhilai. Various
events including a quiz
and essay competitions
were conducted during
the week-long pro-
gramme.

During the valedictory
session, Prof. Rajiv
Prakash, Director, IIT
Bhilai addressed the au-
dience. Prof. Prakash ad-
vised all present to stay
alert and say no to cor-

rupt or cheating activi-
ties. He added, “In our
day-to-day lives, corrup-
tion is visible, but we are
moving forward and
overcoming these chal-
lenges.

We successfully cele-
brated Vigilance
Awareness Week, and the
number of participants
will increase in the com-
ing days.

There is no lack of
honesty in our country.”
Video clips were dis-
played on “Vigilance
Awareness” to inspire
the audience present. In
the end there was prize
distribution followed by a
vote of thanks by Dr.
Rishi Ranjan Singh,
Chief Vigilance Officer
(Part-Time), IIT Bhilai.

Golden Jubilee Alumni meet of Chemistry Deptt

Raipur, Nov 07: School
of Studies in Chemistry
under Pt RSU Raipur suc-
cessfully organized its
golden jubilee alumni
meet. In this meet about
150 former students from
1975-2021 were present
and refreshed their gold-
en years in the depart-
ment. With a bang HOD
Dr Kalol Ghosh wel-
comed all the partici-
pants along with senior
professors Prof Manas

Kani Deb, Prof Shams
Parvez, Prof Manish Rai
and Prof Kamlesh
Shrivas. The programme
coordinator Dr
Manmohan Satnami and
Dr Indrapal Karbhal ap-
prised about the achieve-
ments of this 50 years.
The former students re-
membered the contribu-
tions of former profes-

sors which include for-
mer HOD Shiv Gopal
Tandon, Professor Raja
Mishra, Prof Vinay
Gupta, Prf G L Mundra
and others. On this occa-
sion 26 former students of
the department who got
selected on Chhattisgarh
Public  Service
Commission 2021 exami-
nation were separately fe-

licitated in the meet. The
retired professors Prof
Rama Pandey and Prof K
S Patel were honoured
with memento. The for-
mer students from New
Delhi, Noida, Mumbai,
Patna, Ujjain and Madhya
Pradesh were present in
the alumni meet. The pro-
gramme was conducted
by Dr Bhanushree Gupta
and Shubhra Sinha. The
prominent among those
present include former
IAS Officer Narendra
Shukla, former Deputy
Commissioner Excise
Sanjay Parikh, District
Excise Officer
Lakshmikant Gaikwad,
principals Dr Shaliesh
Sharma, Dr Pankaj tam-
rakar, Dr Deepak Sinha
and others. All of them
expressed their views on
this occasion.

Scorpio turns turtle, 3 injured

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07:
In a major accident in
front of Gurukul School
in Kalibadi in the early
morning hours, a speedi-
ly driven Scorpio vehicle
turned turtle after hit-
ting the divider. In this

three persons sitting in-
side the vehicle got in-
jured and have been ad-
mitted in the hospital.

As per reports the
speed of this Scorpio ve-
hicle was so high that it
got badly damaged and
here Sayyed Umer along
with his colleagues was
busy in getting the
Scorpio vehicle removed
from the place using
crane.

Congress will definitely win
Bhanupratapur by-poll: CM

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on his return from tour to
Himachal Pradesh said
that there is air of change
this time in HP and people
of HP are very much en-
thusiastic about the
Chhattisgarh model of de-
velopment. On BJP’s claim
of contesting the by-poll of
Bhanupratapur on reser-
vation issue, Baghel
charged that the very sin
of reservation which got
reduced to20% is the gift of

the BJP.
Speaking to section of

media persons at the
Mana Airport on his re-
turn, CM Baghel said that
it is  his government
which will sort out this
issue. To a delegation of
tribal samaj who visited
him, CM informed that he
has assured them of the
benefit of reservation pro-
vided to them as per the
Constitution of India.

Over the statements
made by the PM Narendra
Modi in HP, CM Baghel
said that the promises
made by BJP in last five
years have not been ful-
filled in Himachal Pradesh
(HP). The ‘double-engine’
government had promised
to construct 69 National
Highways, apart from dou-
bling of income of the
farmers and others. Here
the income of farmers has

not double, rather their ex-
penditure have gone up
manifold, he added.

Speaking further CM
said that the farmers who
were into Apple produc-
tion have handed over
their fields to business-
men and the employees
and officers there are de-
manding Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) and on
which the present govern-
ment is keeping mum.
Further CM said that the
SCs, STs should get reser-
vation in proportion to
their population and as
per the Mandal Aayog re-
port, they should get 27%
reservation. EWS should
get 10% reservation and
the state government is in
its favour.

Speaking about the pro-
posed ‘Hunkar Rally’ by

BJP, CM Baghel said that
in Madhya Pradesh also
the BJP leaders are de-
manding ban on sale of
liquor and apart from
liquor the dry intoxicants
(drugs) which is being sup-
plied from Mundra port is
spreading all over the
country and those who
have been caught there
will face action or not, he
questioned Smriti Irani.
Congress has so far won in
all the by-polls conducted
in last four years and on
BJP’s claims of victory
this time, Baghel said that
he is confident that people
of Bhanupratapur will
favour Congress. The
party had won from
Marwahi and Dantewada
by-poll and in the next by-
poll also Congress will
win, he added.

LAXMAN JHULA

Laxman Jhula on Kharun River has been illuminated with colourful lights and people
are enjoying boat ride even during night hours. 

As party has won
by-polls in
Marwahi,
Dantewada earlier

An air of change
this time in HP

Near Gurukul
School, in Kalibadi

 At RSU Raipur

CM remembers Martyr Nand Kumar Patel 

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
paid tribute to former Home Minister Shaheed Nand
Kumar Patel on his birthday which falls on November 8.
Chief Minister Baghel said that Patel had a dream to
take Chhattisgarh to new heights of development. He
was a popular and skilled mass leader. The emptiness
created by his absence will be felt forever in
Chhattisgarh politics.

Higher chances 
of getting infected
due to weak immunity

In the Under-17 
State-level Badminton
Tournament in Korba

Pitch the Peculiar- Hackathon
Conducted at NIT Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Sahyog- The
Mentorship Club conducted a
Hackathon named “Pitch The
Peculiar” on 3rd November
2022. The primary motive
behind the Hackathon was to
stage a platform for the highly
inquisitive minds of the insti-
tute to showcase their prob-
lem-solving skills by present-
ing pragmatic solutions to
some of the most intriguing
issues faced by the students on
the campus. 

A couple of problem state-
ments were shared and partici-
pants were given the liberty to
choose one according to their
niche. Teams of 2-3 partici-
pants were allowed. The
Hackathon concluded in 3
rounds, starting from idea sub-
mission to online mini project
submission to offline project
solutions presentation by top
participants. The winning team
was Team Runtime Error, who
proposed the idea of a face
attendance system using deep
learning. The 1st and the 2nd
runner ups were Team MHP
and Team Elex Code respec-
tively. 

The Hackathon was success-
fully conducted under the guid-
ance of Dr. Ravi Jade, Faculty
In-Charge, Sahyog.

Vivekanand College 
student council takes oath

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07: The nom-
inated student council
members of Vivekanand
College were administered
oath by the college princi-
pal Dr Manoj Mishra at a
function in the seminar
hall of the college on
Monday.

Bhoomi Golcha M Com
III Semester took oath as
president, Leena
Bherwani B Com III as
vice president,
Mohammed Alauddin B
Com III as secretary and
Alfia BBA as joint secre-
tary respectively. In addi-
tion all class representa-
tives were also adminis-
tered oath. Speaking on

this occasion Principal Dr
Mishra reminded them of
their responsibilities and
asked them to discharge
their duties with honesty
and sincerity. Bhoomi
Golcha who took  oath as
president recalled her
struggle to earn a place in
the university merit list
and thanked all the profes-
sors for their contribution
which helped her to find
place in the merit list. The
programmme was con-
ducted by Mrs Shilpi
Lunawat Taunk of the
Management Department.
Student Council in-charge
DR Ashish Dubey of
Commerce Department
declared the conclusion of
programme at the end.

Ranas clinch the inter-set Cookery trophy 2022-23

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: Following the
rich tradition, the Inter Set
Cookery Competition of 2022-
23 was held at Sarangarh
Dining Hall, Rajkumar College,
Raipur (C.G.) from 2pm to 6pm
on 6th Nov., 2022. The contest-
ants from the 4 sets Aryans,
Bikrams, Rajputs and Ranas
showcased their culinary skills
on the theme of this year
“Authentic Delicacies of
Marwar.

All the four sets competed
for the Best Table Set with deli-
cacies of Marwar completed
the Razzmatazz of Rajasthan.
The cynosure of the eye was the
Cookery Trophy. Each of the
sets had 3 teams of 4 cooks

each with a leader. Aryans had
3 teams led by Liesha Ann Jacob
(Team 1), Ananya Sharma
(Team 2) and Tanisha Sharma
(Team 3). Bikrams had 3 teams
led by Jiya Jain (Team 1),
Suman Jain (Team 2) and Arnav
Jain (Team 3). Rajputs had 3
teams led by Kaushiki Pal
(Team 1), Kanak Nandini Singh
(Team 2) and Pavitra Nathani
(Team 3). Ranas had 3 teams
led by Archie Agrawal (Team 1),
Bhumika Navlani (Team 2) and
Megha Agrawal (Team 3).
These 12 teams competed for
the Best Table in the Inter Set
Cookery Competition, 2022-23
and the Trophy was adjudged
on the score of the combined

points of the three teams of the
winning set. Although a non-
competitive section, 3 students
each of the set 4 sets did their
job of decorating the table very
well with the Marwar,
Rajasthan theme commend-
ably. Aryans set’s decorators
were Vidhi Ahuja and Namrata
Mourya led by Divyaraj Shukla.
Bikrams set’s decorators were
Yukta Keswani and Aashi
Agrawal and Akash Agrawal was
leading them. Similarly, Lorita
Ahsan and Aakriti Jain of Rajputs
decorated their table under the
leadership of Nandita Paikra.
Ranas set comprising the deco-
rators Kirat Kaur and Tanmay
Daga were led by Saniya Khan

decorated their respective tables
to complete the decorations of
the 4 sets for the competition.

The judges of the Competition
were Mr. Shivendra Nath Shah
Deo, Vice Principal, MrsChitwan
Singh, Headmistress, Mrs Seema
F. Siddiqui, Asst Headmistress
and Mrs Sunita Bora, Asst
Headmistress.At the end of the
competition, Col. Avinash Singh,
Principal, Rajkumar College,
praised the culinary skills of the
students and remarked that the
best way to reach the heart of a
man is through his stomach.

Megha Agrawal with her team
of 3 other cooks viz. Abhishekh
Agrawal, Sunishka Kumar and
Ananya Bharti of Ranas Set on
table No. 6 was adjudged as Best
Table. The overall position of the
Inter Set Cookery Competition,
2022 was as follows: 1st Ranas
(703 points); 2nd Aryans (683
points); 3rd Bikrams (641
points); 4th Rajputs (621
points). The Late Rani Sahiba
Soudamini Devi of Khandpara
Memorial Inter-Set Cookery
Trophy for the year 2022-23,
presented by Raja Bibhuti
Bhushan Singh Mardraj of
Khandpara went to the Ranas,
informs a press release issued
by Shivendra Nath Shah Deo,
Vice Principal, Rajkumar
College, Raipur (C.G.).

International webinar on Gender
Sensitization held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07:
Chhattisgarh Educational
Social and Cultural
Organisation (CESCO),
Raipur (C.G.), in collabora-
tion with Columbia
College, Raipur (C.G.) and
Sandipani College,
Achhoti, Durg (C.G.) or-
ganised an international
webinar on the topic
“Creating Conscious
about Gender
Sensitization: Equity not
Equality”. The aim of the
webinar was to sensitize
people towards gender
consciousness as well as to
develop knowledge, skills,
values and attitude to-
wards gender equity.

In this International we-
binar eminent resource
persons like Prof.
Hrushikesh Senapaty,

Former Director, NCERT,
New Delhi, Mr. Tanumoy
Kumar Ghosh, Assistant
Professor, Faculty of Law,
The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda and
Dr. Tariq Ramadan,
Emeritus Professor,
Oxford University were in-
vited as the keynote speak-
ers while Dr. K. L. Verma,
Vice-Chancellor, Pt.
Ravishankar Shukla
University was invited as
the chief guest.

The webinar was co-or-
dinated by Dr. Abha
Dubey, Advisor Sandipani
Academy, Mr. Ojas Dubey,
Founder, The Universal
Talks and Dhawal
Tripathi. The webinar
begun with the welcome
speech by Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey, Principal,
Columbia College and
Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary, Janpragti
Education Society in
which they focused on the

necessity of creating
awareness on gender sen-
sitization.

In this three session we-
binar eminent resource
persons shared their valu-
able thoughts on the con-
cept of gender equity.
They addressed that
awareness on gender equi-
ty can only change the atti-
tude, behaviour and belief
towards gender equity and
equality. They also said
that discussion, talks, sem-
inars on gender awareness
can generate favourable at-
mosphere towards creat-
ing a gender sensitize soci-
ety. The webinar was fol-
lowed by a lively interac-
tive session and was ended
with the vote of thanks by
Dr. Sandhya Pujari, HOD,
Sandipani Academy.
Around 30 participants at-
tended the webinar
through the Zoom plat-
form while hundreds of
participants have joined
through the live streamed
YouTube channel making
the programme a great
success.

HNLU launches the CLAT
outreach prog in Ch’garh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU)
has launched an
Outreach Programme on
behalf of the CLAT
Consortium to spread
awareness amongst the
school community based
out of Raipur, Bhilai and
Bilaspur regarding legal
education and career
prospects in law. The out-
reach programme that
targets the students of
Class XI and Class XII,
the prospective student
group appearing for the
Common Law Admission
Test (CLAT) aims to edu-
cate students on Law as a
profession and the di-
verse career avenues at-
tached to the same.

Towards this end, the
programme also apprises
the students about legal

education, its benefits
and the structure of legal
education in India, the
public, private and the
national law universities
which are offering legal
education and further
guides the students on
the CLAT exam which is
the only exam through
which a student can be
selected to get admitted
to a National Law
University.

This initiative has
been the brainchild of
the  Consortium of
National Law
Universities who intend
to create awareness
about Law as a lucrative
career option and more
particularly on the pat-
tern of Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT)
which is a competitive
examination conducted
towards admissions
across 22 National Law

Universities located
across the country.

HNLU has undertaken
this initiative for the
state of Chhattisgarh
and the first programme
was conducted by a team
comprising of Dr.
Balwinder Kaur and
Jeevan Sagar, Assistant
Professors and coordinat-
ed by Anita Singh, HNLU
coordinator for
Consortium of NLUs. As
part of the programme
three students of HNLU
visited Krishna Public
School (KPS) in Naya
Raipur for the inaugural
session. HNLU will be
reaching out to a maxi-
mum number of govern-
ment and private schools,
in person, by poster cam-
paign and multimedia
campaign in order to en-
sure that the  programme
gets maximum coverage
in Chhattisgarh.

The Vice Chancellor,
HNLU, Prof. Dr. VC
Vivekanandan while
speaking on this novel
initiative  said  “This out-
reach is aimed at sensiti-
zation and dissemination
to bright young students
on the legal avenues  and
also will help the margin-
alized and deprived sec-
tions to understand the
opportunities in legal
field especially with
HNLU Means and Merit
Scholarship introduced
from 2023.”

Discussion on implementation of Juvenile
Justice Act 2015, POCSO Act 2012 

Raipur, Nov 07: For the
first time, the District
Juvenile Justice Boards,
heads of child welfare com-
mittees, District Legal
Services Authorities and
the District Child
Protection Units came to-
gether to discuss imple-
mentation of Juvenile
Justice Act (Care and
Protection of Children)
2015 and POCSO Act
(Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act)
2012 and their provisions at
first quarterly review
meeting cum workshop or-
ganized by the Child
Protection Commission at
Naya Raipur Road hotel
today. All these institu-
tions came together on the
initiative of Chhattisgarh
State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,
UNICEF and the Legal
Services Authority.

Chhattisgarh High
Court Judge and Executive
Chairman of Chhattisgarh

State Legal Services
Authority Gautam
Bhaduri, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh State Child
Protection Commission
Tejkunwar Netam,
UNICEF State Chief Job
Zakaria, IG Police Dr
Sanjeev Shukla and
Women and Child
Development Department
Special Secretary, Poshan
Chandrakar were also
present.

During the discussion,

necessary suggestions
were given for disposal of
pending cases. The judges
and officials made several
suggestions like direct flow
of budget, video conferenc-
ing facility in the Juvenile
Justice Board, timely sub-
mission of challans by the
police, non-disclosure of
the identity of the victim,
etc. to protect the interests
of children.

Mrs Tejkunwar Netam
said that children should

be given their full rights.
According to her safety, ed-
ucation and nutrition are
the rights of every child.
The state government has
made arrangements for the
safety and nutrition of
children, but for this the so-
ciety will also have to come
forward, she said, adding
that safety of girls should
be priority. She requested
the Judge Bhaduri to con-
trol the increasing mobile
and drug addiction among

the children.
Justice Bhaduri appreci-

ated the Child Protection
Commission for bringing
together all the concerned
institutions and units
working for the cause of
children and congratulated
them for the event. Laws
have been made by the gov-
ernment but its benefits
should also reach the peo-
ple, he said. Earlier, moti-
vational books of moral
stories were in the hands of
children but now mobile
has taken its place, he said,
adding that ill effects of
mobile have to be stopped.
He asked the judges and
the officials concerned to
move ahead and devise
new avenues to solve the
problems of the people. Job
Zakaria stressed the need
for collective effort to se-
cure the rights of children.
For this a change in behav-
ior and thinking is neces-
sary, he said. In the second
session of the meeting, dis-
trict-wise review of pend-
ing cases in the Juvenile
Justice Boards of the dis-
tricts was done. Judicial
Officers, officers of
District Legal Services
Authorities, Special
Juvenile Police Units and
Child Welfare Committees
presented the reports of
their districts and in-
formed about the cases re-
lated to children.

NTPC Raising Day celebrated at Lara

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: The 48th
Raising Day of NTPC Limited was
celebrated enthusiastically at
NTPC Lara on 7th November
2022. The NTPC flag was
unfurled by Diwakar Kaushik,
BUH (NTPC Lara) followed by
reciting of NTPC Geet by all
employees. Kaushik addressed
the gathering, highlighting the
various milestones that NTPC
and Lara station achieved recent-
ly. He also expressed his happi-
ness by proactive effort of all
employees to achieve better gen-
eration parameters by their con-
sistent effort. Kaushik thanked
all employees for achieving 100
percent availability in the month
of October 2022 and highest
monthly DC of 103.95% amongst
NTPC stations. On this occasion a
cake-cutting ceremony was
organized. All General Managers
Head of Departments, Additional

General Managers, representa-
tives of unions and associations
were present on this occasion.

Programme was conducted by
Diwakar Kaushik in the presence
of all General Managers, Head of
Departments, Additional General
Managers, representatives of
unions and associations.

Just after completion of rais-
ing day ceremony at station, all
employees witnessed the
address of Gurdeep Singh, CMD,
NTPC Limited to all employees. 

It is pertinent to mention that
NTPC Limited, the largest power
utility of India formed on 7th
November 1975 to meet the
power demand of country. In the
journey of 47 years NTPC has
become a company of 70254
megawatt with the presence of
entire value chain of power pro-
duction, distribution, consultan-
cy and coal mining. 

Bastar IG administered oath
to the new constables 

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: In the 38th
Passing-out-Parade ceremony
of the new constables, Bastar
IG Sundarraj P, after inspect-
ing the parade, administered
an oath to the new constables
to serve the country and soci-
ety honestly and faithfully.
The new constables who per-
formed excellently during the
training were rewarded by the
Bastar IG. For the last 10
months, 40 new constables of
different corps of
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
have been imparted training
in subjects like law and order,
police and society, police pro-
cedure, map reading, PT
parade, yoga, drill, skillful
handling of weapons etc. has
been thoroughly skilled.
Bastar IG Sundarraj P.  said
that the new constables
involved in the passing-out
parade were exhorted to work
dedicatedly for discharging

their duties, protecting the
life and property of the pub-
lic, law and peace and pro-
tecting the integrity and unity
of the nation. Congratulating
all the new constables for
successfully completing the
training, IG wished them all
the best for their bright
future.

It is noteworthy that after
the establishment of Police
Training School Lalbagh
Jagdalpur in the year 1993,
38th basic training has been
conducted till date and a total
of 6302 new constables have
been trained.

Inspector General of Police,
Bastar Range Sundarraj P.,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces B.S. Dhruv, Fighter
Police Training School
Lalbagh, Jagdalpur MR.
Mandavi and other officers
and jawans were present.

Illegal felling of trees and corruption in 
construction works be investigated: Shukla

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077::  Senior
Congress leader of Bastar and
State Congress Working
Committee member Pt.
Umashankar Shukla has made
serious allegations regarding
illegal felling of trees in the
name of pruning in the forest
area Bakwand and corruption
rampant in the construction
works. He raised demand from t
the state government to con-
duct inquiry into the illegal
felling of trees in the Bakavand
Forest Range and should also
investigate all the construction
works under the supervision of
the Forest Range Officer and
action against the Forest Range
Officer.

He charged that illegal
felling of trees of valuable
species is going on in full swing
under the guise of pruning the
dried branches of trees in the
forests of Junavani, Jhar
Umargaon, Ulnar, Kosmi etc.
Forest Range Officer Rajkumar
Dhruv and other senior person-
nel are working in connivance.
Under the protection of this
officer, the wood mafia is rapid-

ly destroying the forests.
Ranger Rajkumar Dhruv is
ignoring the complaint of
Panchayat representatives and
office bearers of forest protec-
tion committees. Forests are
being turned into empty fields
and people have also started
illegally occupying this vacant
land.

Senior Congress leader Pt.
Umashankar Shukla has
expressed deep concern and
expressed anguish over the
destruction of forests. Shukla

has said that Bastar, which was
once covered with dense
forests, is becoming devoid of
trees due to the selfish desire of
the officials. The departmental
officers are bent on destroying
the forests by colluding with
timber mafia and smugglers.
Heavy damage is also being
done to the environment. Pt.
Umashankar Shukla justified
the concern of the sarpanch
and the villagers regarding this
illegal harvesting and the dam-
age being caused to the envi-

ronment and said that now the
people of Bastar have become
aware, so the officials should
refrain from doing arbitrary.

Pt. Umashankar Shukla has
expressed strong displeasure
over the irregularities being
done by Ranger Rajkumar
Dhruv in various construction
works related to religious
places and department. He said
that a few days back, com-
plaints of gross irregularities in
the embankment work being
carried out by the Central
CAMPA for the protection of the
forests of Jharumargaon and
Asana forest, the Gram
Panchayat of Bakwand Forest
Range, had come to the fore.
Before this, the Ranger has
been accused of corruption in
Devgudi maintenance work in
Ektaguda Para of village Kosmi.
Pt Shukla has said that Ranger
Rajkumar Dhruv is working to
tarnish the image of the
Congress government. Strict
action should be taken against
such corrupt officer. Pt.
Umashankar Shukla said that
he would send a letter to the
state government and raise the
demand for setting up an
inquiry against the Ranger and
taking strict action.
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Jointly by CESCO,
Columbia College,
Sandipani College,
Durg

New initiative for pro-
tection of child rights

Juvenile Justice Boards,
Child Welfare
Committees, Legal
Services Authorities
and District Child
Protection Units come
together

 In the forest zone
Bakwand 



One nabbed with banned
capsules worth Rs 23,400

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Nov 07:
District Police has
seized 3600 pieces of
banned capsules and
psychotropic drugs in
possession of a person
travelling in a bus com-
ing from Maharashtra
in Gram Narayangarh
of Gram Lalbahadur
Nagar road in Chichola
area here on Sunday.

The cost of this
banned capsule is Rs
23400 and the police has

seized the entire lot. As
per instructions by the
SP PK Thakur, massive
drive has been launched
to put a check on smug-
gling of drugs and psy-
chotropic drugs, banned
cough syrups and cap-
sules and is getting huge
success.

It was in one such
drive by TI Chichola
thana Chetan Singh
Chandrakar that the po-
lice checked a person
alighting from a bus
near Gram
Narayangarh coming
from Maharashtra as
per tip from an informer
and found that he is

waiting to catch a bus to
Durg.

The accused Thakur
Ram Patel S/o Late
Mekhlal Patel, (24 yrs),
R/o Station Marouda,
Thana Navai, Durg was
gheraoed and nabbed by
the police and banned
3600 capsules pieces
worth Rs 23,400 and cash
of Rs 300 was seized
from his possession.

Action was taken
under section 31 (C) of
NDPS Act. On inquiry,
he informed that he
brought the drugs from
Devari of Maharashtra
and was trying to sell it
in Durg-Bhilai.
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Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 07:
Apart from studies in
'Roots to Roots', training
and motivation on art &
culture (through online

and physical workshop)
has been started and
which follows the NEP-
2020. This was started in
'Roots to Roots' after the
pandemic.

It is by covering various
Central Schools and JNVs
and government that phys-
ical workshops are being
organised in different

cities and under this an
artists from Central
School Dongargarh viz.
Pranav Kumar organised
a programme on
Hindustani Classical
singing, so that the stu-
dents can be caught the in-
tricacies of Indian
Classical singing.

This workshop was or-

ganised in the presence of
Principal J Prasad and in
this apart from students,
all the employees of the in-
stitution also took part.

It is notable here that
'Roots to Roots' is an NGO
working in the field of ex-
change of art & culture of
India with foreign coun-
tries and in India and is

working to create peace
through cultural ex-
changes.

This NGO is involved in
'Exchange for Change' and
in this total of 31 schools
are linked and it teaches to
more than 20000 students.

District President CSF forms new body

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 06:
The District President
Chhattisgarh Shikshak
Federation (CSF) Ramesh
Sahu informed that he has
appointed new office bear-
ers of CSF Dongargarh
and under this District
convener is Omprakash
Sahu, Mohan Lal Komare,
LP Singh, Atul Yadu. The
Vice Presidents are-
Bandish Nempande, BL
Sahu, Moman Sahu, NK
Sahu. The media in-charge
are Amitesh Dufare,
Soneshri Patil. The secre-
taries is Bhagwani Ram
Kanouje.

For post of general sec-

retary- Mukesh
Dewangan, DK Sahu,
Chetan Dubey, JK Hirwani
and for post of
'Mahamantri'-  Amrut Das
Sahu, Rajkumar Thakur,
Srikant Vaishnav, Gopal
Sahu have been elected.
For post of spokesman
Ameen Qureshi,
Treasurer- Rajesh
D e w a n g a n ,
Organisational Secy-
Nehatram Sonkar, BK
Yadav, SP Sharma, Vijay
Barai; for post of Jt.Secy-
Krishnarao Dekate,
Makhan Ratre, Prahlad
Dewangan, Gajanand
Patil, organisationl secy-
Mohanlal Sahu, LS Sahu,
Puneet Ram Sahu, Puran
Kothari, Asst. Secy-
Suryakant Thakur,
Khilwan Thakur, YK

Sahu, RK Sahu have been
appointed.

As chief advisor-
Bhuneshwar Sen, TL
Nishad, Bhekaj Sahu,
Mahendra Deshlare; Legal
Advisors- Suhash Randive,
as working committee
members are - Mukesh
Chandravanshi, HD
Manikpuri, Heeralal
Shabar, Mukesh Nayak,
Akhilesh Sinha, Kishore
Bharti, Mahendra Gadhe,
Sonhan Sahu, Sewa
Verma, Basant Sahu,
Tuleshwar Sahu, Kirtan
Thakur, Dinaram Sonkar,
Vidhyabhushan Sonkar,
Priyanka Nagdeve,
Khilesh Sahu, Sarita
Verma, Seema Verma,
Anju Sahu, Sharda Sinha,
Manish Deshlahre, Durga
Uike have been appointed.

Police putting radium strips
in the necks of stray cattle

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 07: In view of
the road accidents taking
place in GPM district, the
GPM police are putting ra-
dium strips on the neck of
stray cattle moving on the
roads and trying to reduce
such accidents.

During night hours gen-
erally the stray cattle sit-
ting on the road are not
visible and with radium
strips in their neck they
can be easily spotted and
can avoid accidents.

For this complying with

orders by GPM SP U Uday
Kiran, TI Pendra
Dharamnarayan Tiwari
and staff immediately im-
plemented it and have
started the work of put-

ting radium strips in the
necks of stray cattle, so as
to reduce road accidents
and this particular initia-
tive on part of the GPM
police.

Five killed in separate road accidents
Central Chronicle News

Korba/Mahasamund,
Nov 07: Five persons were
killed in separate road ac-
cidents in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi and
Mahasamund districts ,
police said on Monday.

Three persons died after
their motorcycle rammed
into a stationary container
vehicle on Kotmi Road,
under Pendra police sta-
tion limits in Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
on Sunday night, an offi-
cial said. The accident
took place around 110 km
from Korba district, it was
stated.

The victims Subham
Manikpuri (22), Suraj
Prajapati (23) and Basant

Prajapati alias Chintu (26),
were residents of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, he said.

The trio was heading to-
wards Pendra when their
two-wheeler hit the con-
tainer vehicle and they
died on the spot, the offi-

cial said.
In another accident, two

men were killed when
their car hit a tree under
Kotwali police station lim-
its in Mahasamund dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. The victims Vikas

alias Chotu Sahu (21) and
Aryan Mishra (22) were
travelling from Ghodari
when their speeding car
hit a tree on the side of the
road, an official said,
adding that the duo were
killed on the spot.

p To reduce road 
accidents

p Of CSF Dongargarh

p In ‘Roots to Roots’ 
at KV Dongargarh

JDKS Diwali
Milan today

Rajim, Nov 07: Diwali
Milan and 'Kavi
Sammelan' by Jila Ujjwal
Divyang Kalyan Sangh
(JUDKS) will be held on
Nov 8 and in this pro-
gramme chief guest will
be Rohit Sahu, District
Panchayat member and it
will be chaired by
Chandrashekhar Sahu,
District Panchayat mem-
ber. Special guests on the
occasion will be
Bhuneshwar Sahu V-P
Pradesh Sahu Sangh,
Roopsing Sahu social
worker, Doman Sahu
President Sarpanch
Sangh, Praveen Sahu
Sachiv Sangh, Ishwari
Sahu ex-Jt. Secy.PSS, in-
forms president JDKS
Jageshwar Sahu in a press
release.

Hindustani Classical Vocal workshop held

‘Matri Sammelan’ held at SSM

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 07: 'Matri
Sammelan' was organised
in the Saraswati Shishu

Mandir (SSM) Rajim
run by Shri Kuleshwar
Nath Bal Kalyan Samiti
(SKNBKS) an in this
chief guest was Puja
Bansal SDM Rajim and
Sandhya Sharma
Principal Shri Harihar
Govt Best School

Navapara was also pres-
ent.

In this programme the
mothers of students of
Class 1 to 5 took part and
under this musical chair,
'bindi lagaon', 'deepak
jalao' and other such com-
petitions were organised.
In the musical chair com-
petition, Menka Sahu
came first; Pushpa in
'Bindi Lagao', Nageshwari
Sahu came first in the

'Mombatti Jalao' competi-
tion. Apart from this dis-
cussiosn were held for
overall development of
students of SSM. Ajay
Sahu in his address said
that mothers hold the top-
most place ini this world.
Ms Chhaya Rahi said that
one gets success only after
putting in hard work with
commitment and there-
fore one should always
strive for the same. In this

programme SKNBKS
President Raghoba
Mahadik, organiser Ajay
Sahu, treasurer
Ramkumar Goswami,
Shivkumar Singh Thakur,
Kaluram Dhruv, Chhaya
Rahi, Palak Samiti mem-
ber JL Sahu, Yogesh
Shukla, Principal, GR
Choudhary head master
and Namds Lahare,
Roshan Shukla and Anil
Sahu were present.

p From Narayangarh
village

Seven gamblers
nabbed

AAmmbbaaggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  0077:: It was on
tip from an informer that
Manpur police conducted raid
and nabbed 7 gamblers while
gambling in Gram Thalitola.
The seven accused nabbed
are- Bhanuram Rana, Dulesh
Nirmalkar, Mukesh Nirmalkar,
Mannu Ram, and others and
cash of Rs 1260 and pack of
cards were  seized from their
possession. In this Asst. SI
Kartik Ram Chandravanshi and
constables played an impor-
tant role.
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‘Power is centralized in Rajasthan’
Jaipur, Nov 07: Rajasthan
minister Rajendra Gudha,
now considered close to for-
mer deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot, on Monday
said power is centralized in
the state and one has to go
to the chief minister’s office
even for the transfer of a
constable.

Gudha, the minister of
state for soldiers’ welfare,
made the remarks while re-
acting to the point made re-
cently by food and civil
supplies minister Pratap
Singh Khachariawas that

ministers should have the
right to write annual confi-
dential reports (ACR) of
IAS officers. Gudha, one of

the six BSP-turned-
Congress MLAs, was in the
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot’s camp but he
switched sides in
September and gave state-
ments in support of mak-
ing Pilot the next chief
minister when Gehlot was
in the race for Congress
president. “The question
(about writing ACR of IAS
officers) was raised by
Pratap Singh
Khachariawas and since
then there has been a dis-
cussion on this matter.

Mysterious 15th-century rock 
carvings dot Kalajhari Hills 

Devtamura (Tripura), Nov 07 (PTI) 

Devtamura, a nonde-
script place in Tripura
where panels of 15th-cen-
tury rock carvings exist on
the steep slopes of a hill
along the banks of the
Gomati river, is poised to
welcome tourists, thanks
to an initiative of the state
government.

The carvings have 37
sculptures of Hindu
deities like Shiva,
Ganesha, Kartikeya,
Mahisasur Mardini, and
Durga on the Kalajhari
Hills.

It is not known who
carved the figures of gods
and goddesses in this re-
mote place inhabited by
Jamatiya and Reang
tribes.

The chiselled wonder
also known as Chabimura,
75 km from the state capi-
tal Agartala, had been
pushed to obscurity by
decades-old insurgency
and a lack of proper infra-
structures like roads and
accommodation facilities.

State Tourism minister
Pranajit Singha Roy said
the tourism infrastructure
of the state is being devel-
oped so that footfalls of
visitors increase to the ar-
chaeological site at
Devtamura.

“Tourism brings togeth-
er different cultures and
creates good people-to-peo-
ple relationships. We are
attaching maximum im-
portance to this sector and
creating more infrastruc-
ture to increase footfalls of
tourists”, he said.

The state is witnessing a
steady rise in the number
of tourists after the coron-
avirus pandemic, the min-
ister said.

The complete stretch of
12 km between Amarpur, a
sub-divisional town, to
Devtamura in the Gomati

district was recently
widened, a tourist lodge
was constructed and a
boating facility was intro-
duced to attract more visi-
tors, Singha Roy said.

One can reach the banks
of the Gomati river in a
car and then undertake
the rest of the journey by
boat.

Historian Jahar
Acharjee, who studied the
carvings for his article on
rock-cut sculpture, wrote
that available evidence
suggests that some sol-
diers, who were hiding in
the area during a Muslim
attack in the 15th century,
had made them.

However, writer Panna
Lal Roy, who also studied
the sculptures, contradict-
ed Acharjee’s contention,
saying “there is no histori-
cal evidence to support it
and that it needs more re-
search to find the creators’
‘. In ‘Rajmala’, a historical
chronicle of Tripura, it
was mentioned that the
local Reang tribes, who re-
belled against the
Manikya kings, named the
place Devtamura.

The tribes later became
loyal to the Mankiya
kings, Roy said.

The area also deserves
to find a place in the
tourists’ diary for its lush
green vegetation dotted
with beautiful bamboo-
straw huts of tribals.

PM pays tributes to Tamil writer Valliappa 

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Monday paid tributes
to Azha. Valliappa, a Tamil
writer, feted for his literary
work for children, on his
100th birth anniversary.

His (Tamil writer) efforts
continue to inspire several
people in today’s era, Modi
said.

The Prime Minister tweet-
ed: “I pay homage to Azha.
Valliappa on his birth cente-
nary. He is not only remem-
bered for his outstanding
writing and poetry but also
for his efforts to popularise
history, culture, and litera-
ture among children. His ef-
forts continue to inspire sev-
eral people in today’s era.”
Born in Rayavaram in
Pudukottai district of Tamil
Nadu, Azha. Valliappa

(November 7, 1922 March 16,
1989) was a prominent chil-
dren’s poet. He started writ-
ing poems from the age of 13.

He is hailed as the father
of Tamil children’s litera-
ture and has authored over a
1,000 poems and more than
55 books. He devoted his
writing skills to creating
children’s literature and was
instrumental in the develop-
ment and growth of many
children-writers. He founded
the Children’s Writers’
Association in 1950 to bring
together writers for chil-
dren. He was the editor-in-
chief of five children’s maga-
zines for over 16 years. After
a stint in Shakti, a magazine,
he joined Indian Bank. He
started writing poems and
essays while working at the
bank and continued to write
even after his retirement
from the bank in November
1982.

This prolific writer was

honorary editor of Balar
Malar, Damaram, Sanghu,
Pooncholai and Gokulam
newspapers and magazines.
He was conferred the titles of
“Pillai Kaviarasu” and
“Mazalai Kavi Chemmal” by
various organisations.

He is popularly known as
Kuzhanthai Kavignar (chiel-
dren’s poet) and was said to
have conveyed philosophical
ideas for children through
simple rhymes. Valliappa’s
first collection of 23 poems
“Malarum Ullam” was pub-
lished in 1944 and “Sirikkum
Pookal” is the second vol-
ume. In 1982, the Madurai
Kamaraj University con-
ferred the title of “Tamil
Pervaich Chemmal” on him

“Azha Valliappa’s litera-
ture for children integrated
spirituality, ahimsa and pa-
triotism and it is our duty to
take his work across our na-
tion,” said BJP State chief K
Annamalai.

‘CBI among agencies exempt from RTI purview’
Kochi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

The Kerala High Court
has held that the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) was exempted from
furnishing information
under the Right to
Information Act (RTI) as
CBI is one of several intel-
ligence and security agen-
cies which have been ex-
empted from the purview
of the transparency law.

The October 31 ruling by
a Bench of Chief Justice S
Manikumar and Justice
Shaji P Chaly came on a
plea moved by a retired as-
sistant commissioner of
Central Excise and
Customs against a single-
judge decision upholding
the Central Information
Commission’s order de-
clining his request under
RTI for a CBI enquiry re-
port on some Customs offi-
cials. The appellant-peti-

tioner contended that he
needed the report to prove
his innocence in a case
lodged against him alleg-
ing that in 2012 while
clearing certain sundry
goods baggage of NRI
labourers, proper assess-
ment was not done by him
for monetary benefits.

He was working in the
unaccompanied baggage
section, Air Cargo,
Trivandrum, at that time.

The case lodged against
him by one of the Customs
officials is pending before
the Special Judge,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The appellant claimed
that while the allegations
were made against all
Customs officials working
at the airport, however, an
officer of CBI’s Anti
Corruption Bureau “with
ulterior/corrupt motives,
manipulated the state-
ments under Section 161 of

Cr.P.C of three passengers
as prosecution version
and department version”
and based on the same
managed exemption from
prosecution for two in-
spectors.

The appellant claimed
also that he had submitted
a complaint before the di-
rector, CBI, for an enquiry
against the Investigating
Officer of the case and the
same was ordered and
completed and a report
submitted.

But, when he sought the
enquiry report to prove
his innocence, the same
was not provided to him.

CBI, represented by
Deputy Solicitor General
Manu S, said the informa-
tion sought by the appel-
lant comes under one of
the exempted categories
provided under section 8
of the RTI Act and, there-
fore, the agency was privi-

leged to withhold informa-
tion by virtue of the pro-
tection granted under sec-
tion 24 of the Act.

He contended that the
appellant was not entitled
to seek discharge from the
case against him by rely-
ing upon a third party doc-
ument.

The Bench, after hear-
ing both sides, said the
CBI was one of the agen-
cies included in the second
schedule of the RTI Act
which contains a list of se-
curity and intelligence
agencies exempted from
purview of the trans-
parency law.

“Therefore, it can be
seen that once CBI is in-
cluded in the second
schedule in contemplation
of section 24 of the Act,
the said organisation is
not liable to furnish any
information,” the Bench
said.

CHHAWALA GANGRAPE-MURDER

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Monday acquitted three
men sentenced to death
for the gangrape and mur-
der of a 19-year-old
woman in Delhi’s
Chhawla area in 2012.

The three men are ac-
cused of abducting, gan-
graping and brutally
killing the woman in
February 2012. Her muti-
lated body was found
three days after she was
abducted.

In 2014, a trial court
awarded death penalty to

the three accused,
terming the case “rarest-
of-rare”.

The judgment was later
upheld by the Delhi High
Court. According to the
prosecution, the woman
worked in Gurgaon’s
Cyber City area and be-
longed to Uttarakhand.
She was returning from
her workplace and was
near her home when the
three men abducted her in
a car. When she didn’t re-
turn home, her parents
lodged a missing person
report, the prosecution
said, adding that the

woman’s mutilated and
decomposing body was
found in a village in
Rewari, Haryana.

The police found multi-
ple injuries on the
woman’s body. Further in-
vestigation and autopsy
revealed she was attacked
with car tools, glass bot-
tles, metal objects, and
other weapons. She was
also raped, they said.

Police arrested the
three men involved in the
crime and said one of the
accused allegedly took re-
venge after the woman
turned down his proposal.

‘AAP and BJP same team’
Ahmedabad, Nov 07 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections,
Congress leader Kanhaiya
Kumar has claimed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) are the same
team with one following
the other.

In an interview with
PTI, Kumar also said the
BJP is an ideological and
cadre-based party and the
Congress is its only natu-
ral opponent which can
provide an alternate ideol-
ogy in the country.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP has been trying to
project itself as the BJP’s
main contender in the
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions.

The state polls will be
held in two phases on
December 1 and 5 and the
counting of votes will be
taken up on December 8.

Kumar said the percep-
tion in the country is
“what Gujarat thinks
today, India thinks tomor-
row.”

“Many new things start
from here (Gujarat). We
hope there will be a politi-
cal messaging from here. If
people are happy with the
BJP, let them choose it, but
if people want a change
then they will give a
chance to the Congress, I
hope so,” the former JNU
student leader said.

Gujarat can give a “mile-
stone” result in the 2022
Assembly elections, added

Kumar, who was in the
BJP-ruled state last week
to participate in the
Congress’s ‘Parivartan
Sankalp Yatra’.

“The BJP realised in
2017 that it would not win
the next Gujarat elections,
so it has brought the AAP
here. There is no question
of A and B team, the BJP
and AAP are the same
team. One is following the
other,” he claimed.

“When (Prime
Minister) Modi and
Kejriwal have the same
dreams, what is the ideo-
logical difference between
them? Amidst the politics
of hate, violence and po-
larisation, you want to do
your politics by remain-
ing mum on it, so where is
the ideological differ-
ence?” said Kumar, who
was in the Communist
Party of India (CPI) be-
fore joining the Congress
last year.

Kumar is of the firm
opinion that the Congress
need not budge an inch

from its core ideology as
the present surge in
favour of the BJP will
subside soon and people
will realise that to go on
the path of religious divi-
sion is not the right way
for the nation.

The Congress leader
also said that with the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in
which he is also partici-
pating, the negative per-
ception about Rahul
Gandhi created by the op-
ponents is going away.

“The BJP is an ideolog-
ical and cadre-based
party. We have to under-
stand that if a party is
not ideological or cadre-
based it cannot challenge
the BJP in India, it can-
not be an alternative to
the BJP,” Kumar said.

“The Congress is the
natural opponent of the
BJP in the country. The
Congress is the only
party which has taken
power back from the BJP
in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh,” he said to
a question on the likeli-
hood of the AAP eating
into the Congress votes in
a three-cornered contest
in Gujarat.

What happened in the
recent elections in Goa
and Uttarakhand? The
BJP benefitted due to the
division of votes, he said.

In Goa, anti-incumben-
cy against the chief min-
ister was very high, but
they (BJP) won, he said.

“In Uttarakhand, we

managed to defeat the
chief minister but even
then we lost,” Kumar
noted.

“One idea of India is
the Congress’s idea
where it wants to take
every section of society
forward. The spirit of the
Constitution says the
vote of Ambani and his
driver has the same
value. But, the idea of
India of the BJP is to loot
the driver’s wealth and
bring it to the safe deposit
vault of Ambani,” he
claimed.

Kumar said that only
the Congress give an alter-
nate ideology in the coun-
try.

“The Congress need not
budge a bit from its core
ideology, even though the
party may face chal-
lenges. The BJP’s surge is
temporary and when peo-
ple will realise that we
cannot live on Hindu-
Muslim politics forever,
they will soon return to
the basic issues of unem-
ployment, price rise, and
will shun that party,” he
said. Kumar said he is
part of the ongoing
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, led by
senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, from day
one and that they they
walk for 20 to 25 kms in a
day. “This is a unique ex-
perience, what impact the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ will
have on elections is a
thing of future, but it does
have an impact on your
emotions,” he said.

RELIGIOUS TRADITION

Devotees cover Yamuna river with sarees during ‘Chunari Manorath’ on the 
occasion of ‘Kartik Purnima’, in Mathura, Monday.

GURU PARV PREPARATION

People from the Sikh community prepare ‘langar’ for the birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev, in Kanpur, Monday, 

BRIEF

Last rites 
 Itanagar: The last

rites of sitting BJP
MLA Jambey Tashi
was performed at
Muyu village in
Arunachal Pradesh on
Monday. Thousands of
people from across the
state, including Chief
Minister Pema
Khandu, Deputy Chief
Minister Chowna
Mein, Speaker
Passang Dorjee Sona,
ministers and MLAs,
attended the last rites
of the MLA near his
residence at Muyu vil-
lage.

Seized 
 Jamshedpur: A

woman passenger on-
board a Delhi-bound
train was detained at
Tatanagar railway sta-
tion here after Railway
Protection Force
seized exotic breeds of
poisonous snakes,
lizards and insects
from her possession,
an RPF official said on
Monday.

Booked 
 Indore: An offence has

been registered against
three women in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore after a video of
them kicking and
punching a 25-year-old
woman surfaced on so-
cial media, police said
on Monday. The alleged
incident took place
around 1 am on
November 4 in front of
an eatery at LIG inter-
section in the city, MIG
police station in-charge
Ajay Verma said.

Schools shut 
 Jammu: The Jammu

and Kashmir adminis-
tration on Monday or-
dered the closure of
primary and middle
schools in Ramban
and Kishtwar districts
in view of harsh
weather conditions, of-
ficials said. Snowfall
in the upper reaches
and heavy rains in
lower areas have trig-
gered cold conditions
in the districts.

Lead
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
said people from Punjab
and West Bengal had
taken the lead in the
fight against British
rule. The CM, partici-
pating in a ceremony to
commemorate the 553rd
birth anniversary of
Sikhism founder Guru
Nanak at Shahid Minar
Grounds, noted that
Punjabis and Bengalis
share a deep bond.

Collision
 Muzaffarnagar: A 23-

year-old man was
killed and four others
were injured when a
car collided with a
tractor-trolley in an
area under Bhopa
Police Station of the
district, police said on
Monday. SHO Sanjiv
Saini said that the ac-
cident took place on
Sunday late night on
the Bhopa-Morna
road, when a tractor-
trolley carrying woods
collided with the car.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi holds a trident
during a public meeting,
ahead of the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions, at Haroli in Una dis-
trict, Monday.

Kanhaiya Kumar

SC acquits 3 men facing death sentence

 On birth centenary

People visit Devtamura, a nondescript place in Tripura
where panels of 15th-century rock carvings exist on the
steep slopes of a hill along the banks of the Gomati river. 

 In Tripura

Rajendra Gudha
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Cape Canaveral, Nov 07:  

Better catch the moon’s
disappearing act Tuesday
there won’t be another
like it for three years.

The total lunar eclipse
will be visible throughout
North America in the
predawn hours the far-
ther west, the better and
across Asia, Australia
and the rest of the Pacific
after sunset. As an extra
treat, Uranus will be visi-
ble just a finger’s width
above the moon, resem-
bling a bright star.
Totality will last nearly 1

1/2 hours from 5:16 a.m.
to 6:41 a.m. EST as Earth
passes directly between
the moon and sun.

Known as a blood
moon, it will appear a red-
dish-orange from the light
of Earth’s sunsets and
sunrises. At the peak of
the eclipse, the moon will
be 242,740 miles (390,653
kilometers) away, accord-
ing to NASA scientists.
Binoculars and telescopes
will enhance viewing,
provided the skies are
clear. South America will
get a glimpse of
Tuesday’s lunar eclipse,

weather permitting.
Striking out altogether,
Africa, the Middle East
and most of Europe will
have to wait until 2025.
Among those providing a
livestream of Tuesday’s
lunar extravaganza:
Griffith Observatory in
Los Angeles and the
Italian-based Virtual
Telescope Project. It’s the
second total lunar eclipse
this year; the first was in
May. The next one won’t
be until 2025. Plenty of
partial lunar eclipses
will be available in the
meantime.

Last total lunar eclipse for three years arrives Tuesday

Beijing, Nov 07:  

China, which has offered a
USD 9 billion bailout package
to Pakistan, on Monday
pledged more support for the
cash-strapped nation, saying
that it has done its “utmost” to
stabilise the financial situa-
tion of its all-weather ally
and will continue to do so.

Pakistan had been engag-
ing with China and Saudi
Arabia for financial support,
including rolling over ma-
turing loans as part of
arrangements for about USD
35 billion putouts against
debt and liabilities during
the current fiscal year.
Pakistan’s Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar on Saturday last
said that Islamabad would
be getting about USD 9 bil-
lion from China and USD 4
billion from Saudi as the
government tries to steady
the nation’s weak economy.
Quoting Xi Jinping, Dar said

the Chinese President in his
meeting with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif during his re-
cent visit to Beijing on
November 3 had assured him,
“don’t worry, we will not let
you down”. Replying to a
query on his reactions to Dar’s

assertions, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing
here, “China has done its ut-
most to help Pakistan stabilise
its financial situation. We
have been doing so, and we
will continue to do so.”

China says done ‘utmost’ and will continue to
do so to stabilise Pakistan’s weak economy

Islamabad, Nov 07: 

Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan has
called on President Arif
Alvi to “act now” and stop
the massive “abuse” of citi-
zens at the hands of “rogue
elements” in the govern-
ment. In a letter to the pres-
ident on Sunday, Khan stat-
ed that since the removal of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government,
the country has been “con-
fronted with an ever-in-
creasing scale of false alle-
gations, harassment, ar-
rests, and custodial tor-
ture”. Khan, 70, has alleged
that Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah has “repeatedly
issued death threats” to
him and that he was in-

formed of an assassination
plot “hatched by Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif,
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah” and a senior
military official, the
Express Tribune newspa-
per reported. “The plot was
operationalised earlier this
week during our long
march, but Allah saved me
and the assassination at-
tempt failed,” he said.
Imran requested that as the

head of the State of
Pakistan and “also as the
Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces” of the
Constitution, President
Alvi take note of the “fol-
lowing serious wrongdo-
ings that undermine
Pakistan’s national securi-
ty”. He further asked Alvi,
who also hails from Khan’s
PTI, to lead an inquiry to
identify the guilty “and
hold them accountable”.
The deposed premier reit-
erated that the country was
observing a “massive
abuse of citizens at the
hands of rogue elements
within state organisations,
including custodial tor-
ture and abductions”, all of
which he claimed was
“carried out with impuni-

ty”. “You hold the highest
Office of State and I am re-
questing you to act now to
stop the abuse of power
and violations of our laws
and of the Constitution,
which ensures the funda-
mental rights of every citi-
zen,” he further added.
During his long march on
Thursday, Khan nearly es-
caped an assassination at-
tempt after being shot. He
sustained bullet injuries
in the right leg and under-
went a surgery.

‘Act now’ to stop ‘abuse’ of power: Imran in a letter to Prez Alvi

Moschun, Nov 07: Standing
amid the wreckage of his
home, Vadym Zherdetsky
shows photos on his phone of
how it once looked: hand-
some rooms, a hand-carved
wooden bed and a chest of
drawers he intended to leave
to his grandchildren. When
Russia invaded Ukraine in
February, two missiles
struck the house in the tiny
village of Moschun on the
outskirts of the capital, rip-
ping off the roof and nearly
killing four family members.
The town was recaptured
from Russian forces in April,
but Zherdetsky’s house, like
many others in the Kyiv re-
gion, remains in ruins.
“Everything changed. Our
lives changed,” the 51-year-
old said, wiping away tears.
“Thank God it was only
property, and we are alive
and healthy. ... I don’t know
where our kids and grand-
kids will live. I don’t know
anything.”

More than six months
after Russian forces retreat-
ed from the towns around
Kyiv, residents of those com-
munities are still struggling
to rebuild their lives.

An estimated 1 million
people half the number who
fled the region have re-
turned, according to local au-
thorities. But many no
longer have jobs, cannot af-
ford to fix their houses and
say they need more assis-
tance. Nearly USD 350 billion
is needed for reconstruction

across the war-ravaged coun-
try, and that amount is ex-
pected to grow, according to a
report issued in September
by Ukraine’s government,
the European Commission
and the World Bank.
Burdened with the fighting
and frequent Russian attacks
on the country’s power sys-
tem, the Ukrainian govern-
ment strains to carry out the
most urgent repairs to civil-
ian residences. This month it
plans to send 1,000 crews to
do as much work as possible

before winter, including fix-
ing 117 high-rise buildings in
the Kyiv region, the area’s
military administration
said. People submit photos of
their destroyed homes to a
government app to receive
compensation. However,
large-scale reconstruction
such as the USD 300,000 that
Zherdetsky estimates is
needed to repair his house
has yet to begin. Moschun,
with a population of about
1,000, was hit hard at the
start of the war.
Approximately 37 people
were killed and 160 homes
destroyed, residents say. The
town was occupied by
Russian troops for nearly six
weeks. Walking through the
debris, Zherdetsky nostalgi-
cally points to the carefully
constructed archways he de-
signed to allow two of his
grandchildren to ride
through on their scooters at
the same time, he said. He
and his wife have moved to a

cramped space above a con-
venience store they own on
the edge of town. He’s now
earning about 10 times less
than he did before Russia’s
invasion because prices have
spiked and people don’t have
money to spend, he said. The
drop in income has prevent-
ed him from buying building
materials and warm clothes
ahead of winter, he said.
Reconstruction is challeng-
ing, especially since 60 per
cent of the country’s budget
is allocated for the war,
Oleksiy Kuleba, head of the
Kyiv region military admin-
istration, told The
Associated Press.

“The Kyiv region is bom-
barded with missiles and
drones ... We understand that
everything is not happening
as quickly as we would like,
but 28,000 objects were dam-
aged in the region. We will
rebuild them all,” said
Kuleba, who said housing is
a priority.

Kyiv region still struggles 6 months after Russian retreat

Seoul, Nov 07: North
Korea’s military said on
Monday its recent barrage
of missile tests were prac-
tices to “mercilessly”
strike key South Korean
and US targets such as air
bases and operation com-
mand systems with a vari-
ety of missiles that likely
included nuclear-capable
weapons. The North’s an-
nouncement underscored
leader Kim Jong Un’s de-
termination not to back
down in the face of his ri-
vals’ push to expand their
military exercises. But
some experts say Kim also
used their drills as an ex-
cuse to modernise his nu-
clear arsenal and increase
his leverage in future deal-
ings with Washington and
Seoul. North Korea fired
dozens of missiles and
flew warplanes toward the
sea last week triggering
evacuation alerts in some
South Korean and
Japanese areas in protest
of massive US-South
Korean air force drills that
the North views as an in-
vasion rehearsal. US and
South Korean officials re-
sponded they would fur-
ther enhance their joint
training events and
warned the North that the
use of nuclear weapons
would result in the end of
Kim’s regime. 1”The re-
cent corresponding mili-

tary operations by the
Korean People’s Army are
a clear answer of (North
Korea) that the more per-
sistently the enemies’
provocative military
moves continue, the more
thoroughly and merciless-
ly the KPA will counter
them,” the General Staff
of North Korea’s military
said in a statement carried
by state media.

It said the weapons tests
involved ballistic missiles
loaded with dispersion
warheads and under-
ground infiltration war-
heads meant to launch
strikes on enemy air
bases; ground-to-air mis-
siles designed to “annihi-
late” enemy aircraft at dif-
ferent altitudes and dis-
tances; and strategic
cruise missiles that fell in

international waters
about 80 kilometres (50
miles) off South Korea’s
southeastern costal city of
Ulsan.

The North’s military
said it also carried out an
important test of a ballis-
tic missile with a special
functional warhead mis-
sioned with “paralysing
the operation command
system of the enemy.”

North Korea: Missile tests were
practice to attack South, US

Sharm el-Sheikh
(Egypt), Nov 07: More
than 100 world leaders are
about to discuss a worsen-
ing problem that scientists’
call Earth’s biggest chal-
lenge, yet observers say it
will be hard to make
progress given all that is
happening in the world.
Nearly 50 heads of states or
governments on Monday
will take the stage in the
first day of “high-level” in-
ternational climate talks in
Egypt with more to come
in the following days.

Much of the focus will be
on national leaders telling

their stories of being dev-
astated by climate disas-
ters, culminating on
Tuesday with a speech by
Pakistan Prime Minister
Muhammad Sharif, whose
country’s summer flood
caused at least

40 billion in damage and
displaced millions of peo-
ple. But it may not quite
have the drama or head-
lines that past such meet-
ings have had.

Why? Because of bad
timing and who isn’t show-
ing up, is coming late or are
dithering about it. Most of
the leaders are meeting

Monday and Tuesday, just
as the United States has a
potentially policy-shifting
midterm election. Then the
leaders of the world’s 20
wealthiest nations will
have their powerful-only
club confab in Bali in
Indonesia days later. Add
to that, “there are big cli-
mate summits and little cli-
mate summits and this was
never expected to be a big
one,” said Climate
Advisers CEO Nigel
Purvis, a former US nego-
tiator. Leaders of two of
the three biggest nations -
China and India - appear to

be skipping the climate
talks, although underlings
are here negotiating. The
leader of one of the top-
most polluting countries -
US President Joe Biden - is
coming days later than
most of the other presi-
dents and prime ministers
on his way to Bali.

United Kingdom Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak was
initially going to avoid the
negotiations, but public
pressure and predecessor
Boris Johnson’s plans to
come changed his mind.
New King Charles III, a
longtime environment ad-
vocate, won’t attend be-
cause of his new role. And
Russia’s leader Vladimir
Putin, whose invasion of
Ukraine created energy
chaos that reverberates in
the world of climate nego-
tiations, won’t be here.

“We always want more”
leaders, United Nations cli-
mate chief Simon Stiell
said in a Sunday news con-
ference. “But I believe
there is sufficient (leader-
ship) right now for us to
have a very productive out-
come.” In addition to
speeches given by the lead-
ers, the negotiations in-
clude “innovative” round-
table discussions that “we
are confident, will generate
some very powerful in-
sights,” Stiell said.

World leaders gather to talk climate
amid many distractions

Sameh Shoukry, president of the COP27 climate summit, front left, and Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi, front center, prepares with other leaders for a group
photo at the COP27 U.N. Climate Summit, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, Monday, Nov. 7.

This combination of photos provided by the North Korean government, shows what they
say military operation held during Nov. 2-5, 2022, in North Korea. Independent journalists
were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North
Korean government. 
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Faces of the 
same coin

Recently GST Council's
Law Committee  talked with
technical domain special-
ists about the definitions of
"games of skill" and "games
of chance." As per my opin-
ion the GST of 28% must be
the same for both games
since games of skill and
games of chance are two
sides of the same coin &
since they don't have much
difference. More than a year
ago, many states have been
arguing for a reduced tax
rate on those online games
that demand skill. They be-
lieve that skill-based games
shouldn't be viewed equally
with chance-based ones.
Lack of a defined term fre-
quently results in tax no-
tices being made to online
game sites and subsequent
legal action.Policy level
clarity from the GST
Council is the need of the
hour to fuel growth in the
entire online gaming sector.

VijayKumar H.K.
Raichur

Opinion poll 
Notwithstanding the fact

that the opinion poll has
projected that the ruling
BJP looks set to sweep the
forthcoming Assembly elec-
tions by winning as many
as 131-139 seats in the 182-
member Gujarat Assembly,
the BJP should not be over-
confident. One never knows
what may truly lie in the
hearts and minds of the vot-
ers, who have, of late, be-
come more conscious about
their electoral choices.
Moreover, it would be im-
prudent to ignore AAP’s
fast-growing popularity
graph.

Kumar Gupt, by mail

Gujarat election
The outcome will be of

great importance, particu-
larly to the BJP which has
ruled the state since 1995.
With PM Modi being virtu-
ally every week in Gujarat
unveiling new development
schemes, the BJP is using
all its firepower to continue
its unbeaten streak. The
outcome will be a challenge
for the Congress and a test
for its non-Gandhi presi-
dent Kharge. AAP’s entry
has introduced excitement
in the three-cornered con-
test. Though the party is an
outsider in Gujarat politics,
its success in the Surat MC
polls indicates that it may
be in the reckoning. It has
been running an aggressive
campaign with Kejriwal
matching Modi’s visits and
investment of time in the
state. After the AAP’s spec-
tacular performance in
Punjab, the party can win a
respectable number of seats
in the Gujarat Assembly,
even if it can’t topple the
BJP.

SK Singh, by mail
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Sikh devotees participate in martial art skills during a ‘nagar kirtan’ (religious procession) on the eve of birth anniversary of
Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev, at Golden Temple in Amritsar, Monday,

‘NAGAR KIRTAN’

Er. Rajesh Pathak

‘K now the light within the man, not his caste. At the time
of death when your destiny would finally be determined,

nobody would ask your caste then. (janhu jyoti, na puchhahu
jaati, aage jaati na hai).’ One to preach this was Guru Nanakdev,
the Founder of Sikhism. Going ahead  according to  what he
preached, he initiated the tradition of sangat [religious mass-
congregation] and pangat [religious mass-feast] in order to
eliminate the distinction made on the basis of rich and poor;
and, high and low caste.  Former president Pratibha Patil was
once invited in  the ceremony organised on occasion of
Maharana Pratap Jyanti in the premise of Udaipur Municipal
Corporation on 17th June, 2007.  Addressing the crowd she said-
‘The practice of putting on  the veil came into being to protect
the women folk from the  Mughal invaders’.  What initiated to
deal with the exigency of the time  rooted as  a so-called indeli-
ble injunction  of some ‘sacred’ scripture with the time. But this
inequity could not escape from the divine vision of Nanakdev,
and he disapproved  the  parda pratha [practice of keeping
women in the the veil) Sikh-philosophy. Guru Nanakdev held
idol-worship as an aberration from the true Dharma. However,
he believed in the existence of God, and esteemed ‘Harinama’
as a basic mantra [hymn]- Guru Grantha Sahib P-1040. He was
strongly opposed to the begging, no matter whatever be the
circumstances. Not only he but all the other later Sikh Gurus
laid great emphasis on the significance of physical- labor, and
held it on high esteem. It is because of this no Sikh is found to
be a beggar. Guru Nanakdev was predominantly a singer
adopting Samvedic [a branch of Veda consists of religious
teaching in verse  form] ways of composition. Guru-Vani is more
notably based only on Samved genre, which later gained the
form of  holy book, Shri Guru Granth Sahib.  Shri Guru Granth
Sahib begins with ‘Oum’ preceded by ‘One’ [?\] , preaching that
God is one. When he entered the last phase of his life he felt the
need for his successor. In quest of which he took the tests  of
his disciples and sons several times. Among the disciples was
Lahinaji  who always emerged successful in the tests.
Therefore, giving precedence to him over his own eldest son
Shri Chandji, he decided to consecrate him as the next Guru of
Sikhism. Twenty days before his death, after having elevated
him [Lahinaji] to his seat, he ritually placed 5 paisa coin and co-
conut before him and, after taking a round of him, lay bodily on
the ground to pay salutation to him. Then, he took the rosary
out of his neck and garlanded new Guru with it. Bhai Buddaji,
an associate of Nanakdev, marked a tilak [sacred-mark] on his
forehead. Lastly, fulfilling the last rite of the ceremony, Nanakji
uttered to Lahinaji- “You are Angad born of my body.” The cere-
mony so adopted for the consecration of the Gurupad [seat of
master] was in  accordance to that one followed in Hindu prac-
tice. Not only this but all the later Gurus elevated to the seat of
Guru by following the same ritual of consecration.  Shri Guru
Nanakdev, thus, proved that the criterion of achieving Gurupad
is not one to be a Guruputra[master’s son] but one to  possess
required ability. Unmarried and detached, Shri Chandji was free
from worldly bondage, yet Nanak offered the Gurupad to
Angadji[Lahinaji], who was married but possessed all the
virtues required to be the Guru.

I t is highly deplorable that
despite decades of global

hunger reduction, advancement
has almost completely stalled. A
severe hunger crisis is currently
affecting the entire world. Millions
of children and their families are at
risk of starvation. According to the
reports of World Vision, nearly 50
million people in 45 countries are
on the edge of famine. Since 2014,
the number of hungry people has
increased. The war in Ukraine is
causing the biggest global food
crisis since the Second World War,
which is further upsetting food
supply chains all over the world.
Global food, fuel, and fertilizer
prices have increased, and it is
predicted that hunger will worsen
in 2023 and beyond due to interna-
tional conflicts, climate change,
and the economic effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The majority of the world's hun-
gry people live in developing na-
tions, where malnutrition is fre-
quently caused by extreme pover-
ty and a lack of access to nourish-
ing food. Particularly at risk are
women and children. People are
being evicted from their homes,
their livelihoods are being de-
stroyed, and communities are be-
coming more and more hungry as
a result of drought, floods, fires,

heatwaves, and other climate
shocks. Millions of people are
going hungry as a result of climate
change.

The Global Hunger Index (GHI),
which measures and tracks hunger
at the global, regional, and nation-
al level, indicates that progress in
eradicating global hunger has
largely stagnated in
2022.According to GHI scores from
2022, hunger is at alarming levels
in five nations—the Central African
Republic, Chad, Democratic
Republic of the Congo,
Madagascar, and Yemen—and is
tentatively regarded as alarming
in four more nations—Burundi,
Somalia, South Sudan, and Syria.
Another 35 nations consider
hunger to be significant. Despite
major within-country variation,
the 2022 Global Hunger Index re-
port shows that 44 countries cur-
rently experience serious or
alarming levels of hunger.
According to the report, there are
currently 828 million people who
are undernourished, with the most
hungry people living in South Asia
and regions of Africa south of the
Sahara, which are also the most
vulnerable to future shocks. 

Global Hunger Index has been
accessible since the year 2000.It is
a tool designed to comprehensive-

ly measure and track hunger at
global, regional, and national lev-
els. GHI scores are calculated each
year to assess progress and set-
backs in combating hunger. The
GHI is designed to raise awareness
and understanding of the struggle
against hunger, provide a way to
compare levels of hunger between
countries and regions, and call at-
tention to those areas of the world
where hunger levels are highest
and where the need for additional
efforts to eliminate hunger is
greatest In order to ensure that
the world achieves "Zero Hunger
by 2030," one of the Sustainable
Development Goals outlined by the
United Nations, it is necessary to
map hunger. The GHI measures
hunger using four different met-
rics: undernourishment, stunting,
wasting, and child mortality. The
GHI is scored on a 100-point GHI
Severity Scale, with 0 representing
the best result (no hunger) and
100 representing the worst. In ac-
tuality, neither of these extremes
is reached. The severity of each
nation's GHI score is categorized,
ranging from low to extremely
alarming. According to the possi-
ble GHI scores, the severity of
hunger is as follows: low (9.9),
moderate (10.0-19.9), serious
(20.0-34.9), alarming (3.0-49.9),
and extremely alarming (50). 44
nations currently have "serious" or
"alarming" levels of hunger, ac-
cording to the data. 

Based on data from 2019-2021,
16.3 percent of India’s population
was undernourished. India has a
severe level of hunger with a score
of 29.1.On the Global Hunger Index
(GHI) 2022,India slips to 107th po-
sition among 121 countries.The
Indian government claims bias and
criticizes the approach. There are
many underlying causes of hunger,
and its effects are widespread.

With a growth rate of more than
6%, India has one of the best
economies in the world. The chief
economist of the International
Monetary Fund, Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, recently stated  that
"India has been doing fairly well in
2022 and is expected to continue
growing fairly robustly in 2023."
The central government is solely in
charge of administering programs
like the National Nutrition Mission
(NNM), the National Food Security
Mission, the Zero Hunger
Programme, the Eat Right India
Movement, and initiatives to end
hunger and ensure food fortifica-
tion. The government has also
launched a number of programs,
such as the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY), to
reverse this tendency and hasten
the abolition of famine and malnu-
trition. The program was recently
extended for three months, from
October to December 2022, so that
beneficiaries could continue to
benefit from the simple availability
of food grains without experienc-
ing any financial hardship.

Hunger is a multifaceted issue
with numerous underlying causes
and wide-ranging effects.
Understanding the reasons and
potential solutions to the global
hunger epidemic is the first step in
finding a solution. Governments
must therefore increase financing
for social safety programs and
provide people who are hungry
with prompt food assistance. The
development of an efficient data
management system, encourage-
ment of accountability in the food
distribution system, efficient re-
source management, extensive
nutrition education, and strict
oversight are all needed.Action
must be taken right away to
reestablish food security on a
fresh, long-term basis.

A significant proportion of people
who contract COVID are left

with ongoing symptoms, commonly
termed "long COVID". The nature of
these symptoms and the duration of
the illness differ between people.
While some people are still suffering
more than two years after their initial
infection, others have recovered, or at
least improved. As you're recovering
from long COVID, you may begin to
feel motivated to get back to the phys-
ical activity you once enjoyed. While
this might be possible at some stage,
it's important that you take your time
with your recovery, accept your limi-
tations, and make a slow return to ex-
ercise.

So if you were an active person be-
fore who, for example, ran half
marathons or attended high-intensity
interval training (HIIT) classes, don't
go straight back to these things. This
is likely to exacerbate your symptoms
and could set you back in your recov-
ery. A good first step is to speak with
your GP or healthcare professional to
see what's available to help you with
your recovery. For example, they
might be able to direct you to commu-
nity-supported programmes like exer-
cise rehabilitation or walking and talk-

ing groups.
SSllooww  aanndd  sstteeaaddyy

The UK's National Institute for
Health Research recommends a
symptom-led approach to exercise
during your recovery. This is where
you structure your exercise plan
based on the severity of your symp-
toms, rather than following a typical
exercise programme that gradually in-
creases intensity and volume over
time. It's important to recognise that
your progress is unlikely to consistent-
ly improve each week, and sometimes
you may need to pull back on the
amount of exercise you're attempting
to complete. The key is to pace your-
self by tailoring the volume and inten-
sity of the exercise you do and priori-
tising rest in between sessions.

Make sure you only expend the
amount of energy you think you have
in your tank and don't power through
gruelling workouts with the view that
it will be good for you afterwards.
During and after exercise, take note of
your symptoms and particularly your
level of fatigue or post-exertional
malaise. Post-exertional malaise is
when your chronic symptoms worsen
after exertion (in this case, exercise).
This should be a cue to pull back on

the amount or intensity of exercise
you're doing. If your levels of post-ex-
ertional malaise become moderate to
severe and occur about half of the
times you exercise, you should rest
and speak with your doctor.

TTyyppeess  ooff  eexxeerrcciissee
Exercise doesn't need to be some-

thing very difficult. You could begin
with some simple chair-based exercis-
es, such as standing leg curls or over-
head punches (using the chair for sup-
port or sitting). You could then move
towards sit-to-stand exercises or
squats, and gradually build up to
walking and light household tasks.
Once you're further along in your re-
covery, try a combination of en-
durance and strength training.
Strength training is useful as it avoids
large increases in breathing rate and
improves muscle strength. 

We know the latter can decline dur-
ing a COVID infection and recovery.
Though evidence is still emerging,
some studies have found exercise can
offer benefits for long COVID patients.
One study found that a six-week pul-
monary rehabilitation programme
(education and exercise) improved
respiratory and cardiovascular fitness,
reduced shortness of breath and

boosted quality of life. 
This agrees with a similar, more re-

cent study where long COVID patients
completed an eight-week programme
of three exercise sessions per week
(including both strength and en-
durance training). They reported sig-
nificant improvements in quality of
life, fatigue, muscle strength and car-
dio fitness compared with a control
group who didn't take part in the exer-
cise programme. Notably, the exercise
sessions in this study were supervised
and individualised to each patient. 

Qualified practitioners made
amendments throughout to manage
symptoms. Where possible, it's a
good idea to seek support from an ap-
propriate rehabilitation service in your
area that can assist with creating your
exercise plan or supervising your ex-
ercise sessions. If this isn't possible,
the World Health Organization offers
useful information on how to safely
return to exercise while recovering
from COVID symptoms.

OOtthheerr  bbeenneeffiittss
Exercise, along with a healthy

lifestyle, can boost immunity and
therefore offer some protection
against future COVID infections and
other pathogens. In particular, physi-

cal activity and good nutrition pro-
vide our bodies with more anti-in-
flammatory proteins, which reduce
the storm of inflammation that can
ensue from a COVID infection and
make us very sick. 

A new study, meanwhile, has
found that regular physical activity is
linked to COVID vaccines being more
effective against severe disease. It's
worth thinking about what sports you
enjoy and attempting to join a com-
munity of people, such as a walking
and talking group. This has been
shown to improve adherence to exer-
cise. Regardless of the exercise you
choose, don't overdo it or attempt to
rush back to what you could do be-
fore COVID.

Finally, it's important to recognise
how unpredictable this condition is,
and that long COVID can appear in
many forms, from mild to very severe.
Exercise will not be suitable for those
who have more severe symptoms. It's
more appropriate, and indeed could
be beneficial, for people with mild
symptoms or who are recovering.

LLeewwiiss  GGoouugghh,,  SSeenniioorr  LLeeccttuurreerr  iinn
SSppoorrtt  aanndd  EExxeerrcciissee  SScciieennccee,,

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm  CCiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  UUKK

Go slow and accept your limitations how to 
exercise if you’re recovering from long COVID

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Atul Malikram

I ndia has always been known for its beliefs and age-old tra-
ditions. Since ancient times, respect for animal life has

been a key prospect in Hinduism. And when it comes to cows, it
is more than a belief. Cows are considered to be the representa-
tive of divine and natural beneficence and should be protected
at all costs. Even scientifically, cows are considered to be a
unique species in the animal kingdom because of their distinc-
tive characteristics. The origin of the veneration of the cow can
be traced to the Vedic period. The cow is considered a symbol of
the Earth, the nourisher, the ever-giving, undemanding
provider. It represents life and the sustenance of life and is a
symbol of grace and abundance. According to the book, "The
COW IS A WONDERFUL LABORATORY" published by the US
Department of Agriculture, among all cattle and dairy animals,
it is a cow to whom nature has given a 180 feet (2160 inches)
long intestine. So whatever the cow eats or drinks, it goes to the
very last end. A cow does not give milk until it has fed its milk to
its child, but you can easily take milk from a buffalo or a Jersey
Hollisten if you feed him. This signifies the maternal nature of a
cow, teaching the world the power of humanity, peace, and love.
For 15 days after delivering a baby, the amount of mineral ele-
ments in cow milk is more than protein, with a low amount of
lactose, fat, and water. It also contains twice the albumin, 12-15
times the globulin, and 6 times more aluminum. About 87%
water, 4% fat, 4% protein, 5% sugar, and 1 to 2% percent are
found in cow's milk. There is another substance called
'carotene' which is ten times more than that of buffalo. On heat-
ing buffalo milk, most of its nutrients are lost, but the nutrients
of cow's milk remain safe even after heating. Further, the shape
of cow's horns is usually pyramid-like, which like powerful an-
tennae performs the function of storing cosmic energy. In Indian
mythology, the cow is known as “Kamadhenu”, meaning the
giver of all wishes or desires. This suits very well with the rela-
tionship of human beings with the sacred cow. Man gets multi-
ple purposes served by the cow. Cow milk is considered to be
the best because it produces fat-free butter. Also, cow's milk is
a good source of protein and calcium, as well as nutrients in-
cluding vitamin B12 and iodine, making it one of the best natural
remedies against diseases. Even from a medicinal point of view,
cow urine is a treasure of Ayurveda. It contains 'carbolic acid'
which is anti-bacterial and 'curcumin' which prevents cancer.
Other than these, nitrogen, phosphate, uric acid, potassium,
sodium, lactose, sulfur, ammonia, salt-free vitamins A, V, C, D, E,
enzymes, etc. are found in cow urine. Mainly 16 mineral ele-
ments are found in cow urine, which increases the body's immu-
nity. Also, the minerals present in the milk of breastfeeding
black cows can cure Tuberculosis. Propylene oxide is produced
from the dung-urine mixture of indigenous cows, which helps
bring rain. This mixture produces ethylene oxide' gas which is
used in the operation theatre. With a docile and tolerant nature,
the cow exemplifies the cardinal virtue of Hinduism. The cow
also symbolizes dignity, strength, endurance, maternity, and
selfless service. In Vedas, they represent wealth and joyous
Earthly life. Veneration of the cow instills in Hindus the virtues
of gentleness, humanity, and relationship with nature.

Holy animal cow and its 
significance in India

Keep an eye on hunger crisis

Preferring talent to heredity

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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Startup ecosystem

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala has the best
startup ecosystem in
Asia, State Industries
Minister P Rajeeve
said on Sunday while
launching the first out-
let of a virtual food
court, VendnGo,
which allows cus-
tomers to order food of
their choice from mul-
tiple restaurants on a
single bill. Speaking at
the launch event,
Rajeeve said startups
coming to India would
find Kerala as the most
conducive place to
enter straightaway
and flourish, he is
quoted as having said
in a release issued by
Versicles Technologies
which is promoting
the virtual food court.
“Kerala facilitates has-
sle-free entry for start-
ups, which is under-
scored by the signifi-
cant presence of big
global IT companies,”
he is also quoted as
having said at the
event held here.

Production mark
New Delhi, Nov 07:
Honda Cars India on
Monday said it has
crossed the 20 lakh cu-
mulative production
milestone in the coun-
try. The company has
rolled out its 2 mil-
lionth unit, a Honda
City sedan, from its
Tapukara (Rajasthan)
based manufacturing
plant. The automaker
began production op-
erations in December
1997 and has so far cu-
mulatively invested
over Rs 10,000 crore
since setting up its op-
erations in India.
“The historic mile-
stone of 2 Million
Production roll out in
India is a testimony to
Honda’s commitment
to the ‘Make in India’
initiative for the last
25 years,” Honda Cars
India President &
CEO Takuya
Tsumura said in a
statement. Besides,
selling in the domestic
market, the company
also exports City and
Amaze sedans to over
15 markets across the
globe. Honda Cars
India’s Tapukara-
based plant has an in-
stalled production ca-
pacity of 1,80,000 vehi-
cles per year.

Investment

Kolkata: West Bengal
Industry and
Commerce Minister
Shashi Panja urged
entrepreneurs from
the Jain community
to invest in the state,
promising all-round
support from the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment. Speaking at
an event organised by
the Jain International
Trade Organisation
(JITO) in Kolkata, she
said that Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee gives top pri-
ority to employment
generation and indus-
trialisation of the
state.

New Delhi, Nov 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the govern-
ment’s efforts to reduce
bad loans are yielding re-
sult with 12 public sector
banks reporting a 50 per
cent jump in combined net
profit at Rs 25,685 crore in
the second quarter ended
September.

In the first half of FY23,
the cumulative net profit
of all public sector banks
(PSBs) increased by 32 per
cent to Rs 40,991 crore.

During the second quar-
ter, the SBI reported the
highest-ever profit of Rs
13,265 crore. On year-on-
year basis, this was 74 per
cent higher than the same
quarter a year ago. “The
continuous efforts of our
govt for reducing the NPAs
and further strengthening

the health of PSBs are
now showing tangible re-
sults. All 12 PSBs declared
net profit of Rs 25,685 cr in
Q2FY23 & total Rs 40,991 cr
in H1FY23, up by 50% &
31.6%, respectively (y-o-
y),” Sitharaman said in a
tweet. She further said
Canara Bank reports an 89
per cent jump in profit to
Rs 2,525 crore as compared
to second quarter of the
previous fiscal. Kolkata-
based UCO Bank posted a
145 per cent surge in profit
to Rs 504 crore while Bank
of Baroda’s profit in-
creased by 58.70 per cent to
Rs 3,312.42 crore in the sec-
ond quarter, she said in an
another tweet.

Two of the 12 lenders —
Punjab National Bank
(PNB), and Bank of India
— reported profit declines
ranging from 9-63 per cent.
These lenders’ declining
profits have been ascribed
to higher provisioning for
bad loans.

PNB said the main rea-
son behind the decline in
the net profit was higher
provisioning towards bad
loans. The bank’s provi-
sioning for Q2FY23 rose to
Rs 3,556 crore, as against
Rs 2,693 crore in the year-
ago period.

Another state-owned
lender Bank of India (BoI)
said total provisions dou-
bled to Rs 1,912 crore in the
quarter from Rs 894 crore
a year ago.

A majority of the provi-
sions came on standard ac-
counts belonging to state
governments in which
payments were delayed
and hence provisions had
to be made after a Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in-
spection.

Efforts to bring down
NPAs bearing fruits: FM
 Profits of public

sector banks soar
to Rs 25,685 cr in Q2

DEMONETISATION ANNIVERSARY

In this Nov. 12, 2016 file photo, people exchange their old 500 and 1000 rupee notes at a special camp
organised by a public sector bank in Chennai . November 8, 2022 marks the sixth anniversary of demonetisa-
tion of old Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 banknotes.

New Delhi, Nov 07: 

High taxation is limit-
ing the expansion of the
super luxury car market
in India, which otherwise
is on a growth path, ac-
cording to Italian au-
tomaker Automobili
Lamborghini’s Chairman
and CEO Stephan
W i n k e l m a n n .
Lamborghini, which sells
a range of super luxury
cars with prices starting
from Rs 3.16 crore in India,
had recorded its best-ever
sales in the country in 2021
at 69 units, beating its pre-
vious record in 2019 when
it sold a total of 52 units.
“India is a market for us
which is on a growth path
like most of the markets
we have around the
world,” Winkelmann said
in a virtual interaction.

When asked what is limit-
ing the growth of super
luxury car sales in the
country, he said, “If we
come to the specific of the
Indian market, it’s clear
that the Indian market
has, like other high taxa-
tion markets, a limit in
growth. This is something
we have to understand, if
we look at what is happen-

ing in India.” However,
Winkelmann said, “We’re
very satisfied with (our)
performance as we always
said we are not running
for a certain number. We
want to keep momentum
also in the future.” At pres-
ent, automobiles are taxed
at 28 per cent GST with ad-
ditional cess ranging from
1 per cent to 22 per cent de-

pending on the type of ve-
hicle. Cars imported as
completely built units
(CBUs) attract customs
duty ranging between 60
per cent and 100 per cent
depending on engine size
and cost, insurance and
freight (CIF) value being
less or more than USD
40,000.

On the impact of the
global economic slow-
down, he said while India
is a huge market “in the
sense of population”,
Lamborghini is selling
less than 100 cars a year.

“So it’s not really a big
change even if the econo-
my is slowing down in
India, we will see what is
going to happen but for the
time being we are not see-
ing any negative impact in
respect of our brand,”
Winkelmann added.

High taxation limiting growth of super luxury
car market in India: Lamborghini Chairman

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  0077::  

The growth momentum
which has been witnessed by
India’s manufacturing sector
for the past few months is
likely to stay for the next six
to nine months, according to
the latest quarterly survey by
Ficci. According to the sur-
vey, the existing average
capacity utilisation in manu-
facturing is over 70 per cent,
which reflects a sustained
economic activity in the sec-
tor. 

The future investment out-
look also slightly improved as
compared to previous quarter
as close to 40 per cent
respondents reported plans
for capacity additions in the
next six months by over 15
per cent on an average.
However, global economic
uncertainty caused by the
Russia-Ukraine war and
increasing cases of various

mutations of COVID virus
worldwide have accentuated
the volatilities impacting
major economies.

High raw material prices,
increased cost of finance,
cumbersome regulations and
clearances, shortage of work-
ing capital, high logistics cost
due to rising fuel prices and
blocked shipping lanes, low
domestic and global demand,
excess capacities due to high
volume of cheap imports into
India, unstable market, and
other supply chain disrup-
tions are some major con-
straints affecting expansion
plans of the respondents.
Ficci’s latest quarterly survey
on manufacturing reveals
that after experiencing
revival of Indian economy in
FY22, momentum of growth
continued in subsequent
quarters — first and second
quarters of FY23— with over
61 per cent respondents

reported higher production
levels in Q2 (July-Sept 2022-
23), the industry chamber
stated. This is significantly
more than the percentage of
respondents experiencing
higher growth in the second
quarter of last few years,
including pre-Covid years, it
added. 

The survey assessed the
sentiments of manufacturers
for Q2 (2022-23) for ten
major sectors namely auto-
motive & auto components,
capital goods, cement, chem-
icals fertilisers and pharma-
ceuticals, electronics,
machine tools, metal & metal
products, paper products,
textiles, textile machinery
and miscellaneous.
Responses were drawn from
over 300 manufacturing units
from both large and SME seg-
ments with a combined annu-
al turnover of over Rs 2.8 lakh
crore.

India’s manufacturing sector to sustain growth
momentum for next 6-9 months: Survey

Mumbai, Nov 07:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex climbed over 230
points to reclaim the
61,000-mark on Monday,
propelled by robust buy-
ing in auto, energy and
metal stocks amid a firm
trend in global equities. A
strong rupee against the
US dollar and persistent
foreign capital inflows also
supported the domestic eq-
uities, traders said. In a
highly volatile session, the
30-share BSE Sensex
ended 234.79 points or 0.39
per cent higher at
61,185.15. The index wit-
nessed a high of 61,401.54
and a low of 60,714.36 dur-
ing the session. The broad-
er NSE Nifty rose by 85.65
points or 0.47 per cent to
end at 18,202.80 points.
State Bank of India topped

the Sensex gainers’ chart,
jumping 3.44 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tata Steel,
UltraTech Cement, ICICI
Bank, M&M, Maruti and
PowerGrid.

In contrast, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finserv, Sun
Pharma and Titan were
among the laggards, shed-
ding up to 2.37 per cent.
The market breadth was

in favour of the bulls, with
18 of the 30 Sensex coun-
ters closing in the green.
Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Tokyo,
Hong Kong and Seoul
logged gains. Stock ex-
changes in Europe too
were trading in the posi-
tive territory in mid-ses-
sion deals. Wall Street had
ended higher in the previ-
ous session on Friday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.19 per cent lower
at USD 98.38 per barrel.
The rupee appreciated by
45 paise to close at 81.90
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers on Friday as they
bought shares worth Rs
1,436.25 crore, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex revisits 61K on gains in auto, energy stocks

Mumbai, Nov 07: 

The rupee appreciated
by 45 paise to close at 81.90
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday amid
a weak American curren-
cy and sustained foreign
fund inflows. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local unit
opened at 82.14 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.90 and a low of 82.32
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.90, registering a
rise of 45 paise over its
previous close amid a posi-
tive trend in domestic eq-
uities. On Friday, the
rupee had appreciated by
53 paise to close at 82.35.

“Indian Rupee appreci-
ated on weak US Dollar

and positive domestic
markets. Asian markets
jumped today following a
surge in US and European
markets on Friday,” said
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. Choudhary fur-
ther said the rupee is ex-
pected to trade with a posi-
tive bias on rise in risk ap-

petite in global markets
and weak dollar. “FII in-
flows may also support
rupee. However, a surge in
crude oil prices may cap
sharp gains. Investors may
remain cautious ahead of
trade balance data from
India. “Market partici-
pants may remain vigilant
ahead of inflation data
from the US later this
week. USD-INR spot price
is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 81.25 to Rs
82.80,” Choudhary said.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.31 per
cent to 110.52. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.41 per cent to
USD 98.17 per barrel.

Rupee gains 45 paise to 
close at 81.90 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 07: 

Aided by robust festive
season offtake, automobile
retail sales in India wit-
nessed a 48 per cent annu-
al jump in October, auto-
motive dealers’ body
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Monday. The total retail
sales last month stood at
20,94,378 units, up 48 per
cent from 14,18,726 regis-
trations in October 2021.

The registrations last
month were even better by
8 per cent as against
October 2019, a pre-COVID
month.

The festive season this
year turned out to be the
best for the industry in the
last four years. Last
month, all the vehicle seg-

ments like passenger and
commercial vehicles, two-
wheelers, tractors and
three-wheelers performed
better as compared to the
year-ago period. Passenger
vehicle retails stood at
3,28,645 units last month,
up 41 per cent from 2,33,822
units in October 2021.
Similarly, two-wheeler reg-
istrations witnessed a 51
per cent jump last month

at 15,71,165 units com-
pared with 10,39,845 units
in October 2021.
Commercial vehicle retail
sales were up 25 per cent at
74,443 units last month, as
against 59,363 units in the
year-ago period. Three-
wheeler and tractor retails
were up 66 and 17 per cent
respectively over October
2021. “With most of the
month under festive peri-

od, the sentiments were
extremely positive across
all categories of dealer-
ship. Even when compared
to pre-covid month of 2019,
overall retail sales for the
first time closed in green,”
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA) President Manish
Raj Singhania said in a
statement.

The extremely robust
demand due to festivities
last month brought cheer
to the industry as cus-
tomers in every segment
came out in good numbers
making it the best in the
last four years, he added.

“As anticipated earlier,
the PV segment saw the
best year in a decade by
outgrowing 2020 numbers
by 2 per cent.

Festive fervour puts automobile
retail sales in fast lane in October Singapore, Nov 07: 

India is set to witness the
world’s largest roll-out of
5G infrastructure with
multi-billion-dollar being
spent by the country’s lead-
ing telcos over the next sev-
eral years, according to
Syed Shahid Hussain,
Managing Partner,
Financial Services Sector,
Asia Pacific, at IBM
Consulting. Additionally,
the government is expected
to lead in developing the
India stack, a network
building process that
would cover every segment
of the economy being digi-
tised with the latest ad-
vanced technologies, he
told PTI at the Singapore
Fintech Festival last week,
held from November 2-4,
2022. “This is a big play,” he
said of the advanced tech-

nologies adoption in India,
with IBM Consulting join-
ing international technolo-
gy groups participating in
the large-scale develop-
ment over several years
through strategic partner-
ships with telcos such as
Bharti Airtel and Reliance
Group. “We plan to work
with Indian telcos, where
we have strategic partner-
ships like Bharti Airtel to
bring secured hybrid cloud
services through the 5G
network to national enter-
prises.

The agreement with
Bharti Airtel is there to
launch it,” said Shahid, the
Singapore-based IBM exec-
utive. “For this, both the
parties will have to spend
billions of dollars. Huge
amount of money is being
spent by the stakeholders
in this ongoing process and

it will take over a couple of
years,” he underlined. “We
are particularly working
on securing hybrid cloud
services through the 5G
network.” Hybrid cloud is
a major shift in the evolu-
tion of enterprise IT. The
next big thing is to create
India stack for different
sectors of the Indian econ-
omy, he pointed out.

India stack is a set of
APIs that allows govern-
ments, businesses, startups
and developers to utilise a
unique digital infrastruc-
ture to solve India’s hard
problems towards pres-
ence-less, paperless and
cashless service delivery.
Shahid says the govern-
ment is to lead the India
stack and incentivise
banks and other stakehold-
ers in the ecosystem for the
benefits of consumers.

India set to witness 
multi-billion-dollar 5G infra roll-out

ACROSS

1. Catcher’s glove

5. Tropical tree

9. Loses fur

14. Thought

15. Tibet’s continent

16. Spring flower

17. Set right

19. Command

20. Shade source (2 wds.)

21. Assert

22. Put in order

25. Shad eggs

26. Angels’ headwear

30. Ships’ rears

32. Wed on the run

33. Golf gadget

34. Robbins and Allen

38. Additional

39. Move smoothly

41. Diva’s offering

42. Color changer

43. Broadcast

44. Satire

45. In dreamland

48. Transmits

49. “Welcome” rug

52. Curious woman of myth

54. Honolulu greetings

56. Harbor

61. More sensible

62. Tardy arriver

64. Prophetic signs

65. Track shape

66. Vocalist ____ Turner

67. From Oslo

68. Hardens

69. Cease

DOWN

1. Small rodents

2. Revered person

3. Semester

4. Small pie

5. Nervous walker

6. Fall flowers

7. Tall tale

8. Angry

9. Taken illegally

10. Throw

11. Senior

12. San ____ Padres

13. Buying frenzy

18. Delete

21. Concur

23. Dressed

24. Require

26. Listen to

27. Associate

28. Suffer defeat

29. “Carmen,” e.g.

31. Gape

35. Strong metal

36. “A Beautiful ____”

37. Utters

39. Festive events

40. Mortgage

44. Author ____ Asimov

46. Scanty

47. Of the mail

49. Stone worker

50. Texas landmark

51. Photocopier liquid

53. Film spools

55. Egg layers

57. Cooking vessels

58. Skip

59. Casino city

60. Pitfall

62. Pilot’s diary

63. Wide street (abbr.)
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&&  TV’s cult classic come-
dy show Bhabiji Ghar

Par Hai never fails to enter-
tain its audience with humor-
ous and enjoyable tracks.
Every time we see the char-
acters land themselves in
amusing situations, it makes
for a hearty laugh for the
audience. In a recent story-
line, the innocent and Bholi
Bhali Angoori Bhabi, played
by Shubhangi Atre, turned
into a bold and bindaas lady
bouncer. Her character has
always been seen in tradition-
al attire. But this time, the
audience will be in for a treat
as they will see their
favourite Angoori Bhabi in a
refreshing new avatar, in a
Dhakad look! Talking about
the recent track Shubhangi
Atre, aka Angoori Bhabi,
shares, “It is a very entertain-
ing track where Angoori will
be seen in a completely new
avatar. Angoori decides to be
self-reliant and work and
earn money. In a market,
while talking to Vibhuti, a
thief steals money from
Narang and tries to run.
Angoori grabs him and starts
beating him up. After being

impressed by her bravery,
Narang, the club owner, hires
Angoori as a female bouncer
at his club”.
Talking about this new avatar
of Angoori Bhabi, Shubhangi
adds, “I loved this particular
track and Angoori’s new
avatar. I always enjoy doing
something new and exciting.
And thanks to the show, I
always get to do different
things and experiment with
the look. I am grateful to
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai and the
producers for this fun track
that is bound to amuse the
audience. Essaying bold lady
bouncer has been a unique
experience for me. It was
exciting and thrilling because
it was a brief departure from
my usual look. And the most
fun part is that it did not
require too much makeup or
dressing up. It took only 5-10
minutes to get ready. I am
sure it surprised the audience
to see me in such a bindass
avatar, wearing a black T-
shirt, jeans, and boots,
punching and kicking people
with a Haryanvi accent. I had
a great time shooting this
because every time I changed

into my costume, I went off-
screen and started talking in
Haryanvi lingo with everyone,
and trust me, some got con-
fused with what I was saying
while others laughed loudly.
It was also entertaining for
me to practise boxing off-
screen. Not just me, but the
entire crew thoroughly
enjoyed this new transition.
They also started addressing
me as Angoori Bhai and Dada
(laughs). I am very outspoken
and fearless in real life, so it
was easy for me to relate to
this character. This bold look
of Angoori and the entire
track has a great message of
women empowerment for me
and the audience. It demon-
strates that women can be
bold and beautiful without
the need for a man to defend
them. I want to do many
more characters with such a
strong message in the
future— also, kudos to all the
ladies who perform such dar-
ing tasks in real life.”
WWaattcchh  SShhuubbhhaannggii  AAttrree  aass
AAnnggoooorrii  BBhhaabbii  iinn  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy
oonn  &&TTVV!!

‘Angoori Bhabi’ turns
into a lady bouncer

FF or the past two decades,
Sony SAB has entertained

audiences with shows catering
to viewers of all age groups.
Moving away from being a
comedy channel where there
was light-heartedness, frivoli-
ty, and fun, Sony SAB is at an
important stage of evolution
as it becomes a channel that
tells stories that echo with
people’s everyday lives while
catering to the entire family.
Its content is synonymous with
diverse storytelling and cap-
tures the commitment to
bringing real emotions and
slice-of-life stories. Cementing
this positioning, Sony SAB has
launched a new brand cam-
paign to mark a new chapter in
its journey as a channel and
brand. The channel aims to
strengthen its emotional con-
nection with its viewers
through a philosophy based on
the understanding that “Jo roz
choti khushiya dete hai, wohi
rishtey toh bade hote hai.”
Emerging as a forward-looking
brand that deals with real
problems of life, society and
people, Sony SAB’s content
approaches these issues with
dignity and hope. Inspiring
people to celebrate life by
highlighting the small yet
unforgettable moments, the
channel promises to spread

hope and positivity while
keeping in mind the dynamic
changes viewers are going
through. Catering to the needs
of every family member, as it
shifts gears, the channel is
steering towards offering
more progressive content and
will launch new shows in the
coming months to further
strengthen the brand’s posi-
tion as a living room brand.
Sumeet Raghavan, who plays
Rajesh Wagle in Sony SAB’s
Wagle Ki Duniya, shares,
“Sony SAB has made a mark in
all our lives with its quality
content and values driven con-
tent. It certainly delivers on its
promise of giving its audience
hope and positivity. Sony SAB
tells slice of life and meaning-
ful stories. Our stories come
from life – your life, my life,
our life. Wagle Ki Duniya deals
with such issues that people
go through in their daily lives
and in their households. It’s
truly heartwarming.” Karuna
Pandey, aka Pushpa of Pushpa
Impossible, comments, “Sony
SAB and its shows have been
ingrained in our way of life. I’m
confident that fans will appre-
ciate the brand’s content as it
undergoes a significant transi-
tion. The channel’s most
recent show, Pushpa
Impossible, in which I play the
title role, heartwarmingly
depicts a single mother’s life
and her family. The stories and
themes are about families,
relationships and are very real
and rooted, which appeals to
our audiences. We hope peo-
ple will continue to support us
as we put effort into fulfilling
our promise to captivate view-
ers’ attention every day.”

Sony SAB to build 
a strong emotional connection

with its audience

S tar Bharat has al-
ways delivered top-

notch content to their
viewers. The channel has
always strived the right
Chord of the audience
with their aim to always
deliver something differ-
ent yet relatable and yet
again the channel is all
set to launch a brand-new
show with a stellar cast.
Speaking of the same it’s
speculated that Kratika
Sengar will return to the
television world with this
new show marking her
comeback portraying a
strong character. Kratika
Sengar who was on a
long break from the TV
world is finalized by the

channel to play the fe-
male lead in the show.
Her character is said to
be very strong and relat-
able. It’ll be a surprise for
her fans to see her return
on television after a very
long time.
According to a source the
news is that the show is
based on a true story in-
spired by a real-life inci-
dent. With Kratika
Sengar playing the fe-
male lead while the male
lead is yet to be finalized.
The show will go on air
by the end of November
this year.

To know more about
the new show keep
watching Star Bharat.

Kratika Sengar 
returns to TV

S ony Entertainment
Television’s ‘knowl-

edge-based’ gameshow,
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati -
Season 14’ will see contest-
ant Bhupendra
Choudhary from Dahod,
Gujarat take over the hot
seat on 10th November at
9:00 PM. Originally from
Khurai, Madya Pradesh,
the 37-year-old Bhupendra
is a happy-go-lucky con-
testant who works as a
Program Executive in
N.M. Sadguru water and
development foundation.
He helps farmers under-
stand their land and makes
them aware of the right
kind of soil to use. Upon
gracing the hot seat, he
would be seen announcing
how happy is he to win the
FFF (fastest fingers first)

as he had made his son
proud because his son calls
him, “Google!” Further,
into the gameplay,
Bhupendra would not only
play the game with many
risks and intelligence to
make his son’s dreams
come true but will also en-
gage in interesting banters
with host Mr. Bachchan
much to the delight of
everyone present on set!

Talking to  Bachchan in

between enthralling game-
play, the contestant would
also be amusing the host
with his many tales. One
such instance would be
how girls in his college
would compare him to
Sharukh Khan!
Bhupendra shares,
“During my time in col-
lege, there were a few fe-
male batchmates who used
to call me, ‘Sharukh Khan,’
as back in the year 2004 –

2005, my built and my hair-
style used to resemble him.
Till date, I am not aware if
they would tease me or
not, that’s their angle.”

He then would ask the
host if he was also com-
pared to any actor in his
days of youth, to which the
Big B hilariously mentions
that he was never really
compared to any actor but
feels elated that
Bhupendra was indeed
compared to Bollywood’s
most lived star – Shahrukh
Khan! Tune in to watch
Bhupendra Choudhary
grace the hotseat of
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati
– Season 14’ on 10th
November at 9”00 PM
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television

Bhupendra to occupy 
hot seat of KBC-14 on Nov 10

T he audience is really
enjoying Star

Bharat’s show ‘Ajooni’ be-
cause of the unique plot
and amazing cast.
Additionally, the show’s
leads, Shoaib Ibrahim
and Ayushi Khurana,
have cemented a special
place in the hearts of the
viewers. Meanwhile, a
special news related to
this show is coming
which can disappoint the
fans and audience of
Shoaib Ibrahim. It is
being told that Shoaib is
preparing to say goodbye
to this show, but why he is
going to do this can upset
the audience.

Shoaib is very popular
with his fans, but he may
decide to leave the show
owing to some creative
differences with the cre-
ators of ‘Ajooni,’ accord-
ing to a report from a
source on the sets.
Rajveer, played by Shoaib,
is allegedly being under-
utilized while other char-
acters receive greater at-
tention. While the pro-
ducers are also getting
ready to introduce some
intriguing adjustments in
the show’s forthcoming
track. The love between
Ajooni and Rajveer is

blooming on one side of
the various twists and
turns the show is experi-
encing. However,
Rajveer’s household is
utilizing fresh strategies
to get over these two prob-
lems. The following
episodes of the show,
which also feature
Shoaib’s life, will provide
a lot of exciting content
for the audience. For the
audience, it will now be
quite interesting to see
how and why this will
occur.

We should point out
that Shoaib appears to be
very busy in his personal
life right now because of
Saba’s sister’s recent
close marriage. Shoaib’s
revelation is warranted
in upsetting his admirers
in the meantime. In such
a scenario, the audience
would find it intriguing to
watch the upcoming
track of the show and its
twists and turns. It is also
crucial to determine
whether Shoaib indeed
bid the show farewell or
not. No!

To know more, keep
watching the show
‘Ajooni’ every Monday-
Saturday at 8:30 pm
only on Star Bharat.

Shoaib bids farewell to show ‘Ajooni’

T he trailer of
ShemarooMe’s up-

coming web series Yamraj
Calling 2 was released on
3rd of November. The show

is a sequel of the block-
buster Gujarati web series
Yamraj Calling. The over
two-minute clip sees Deven
Bhojani the previously

workaholic and miser
turning a new leaf he is
now a fun-loving and
happy-go-lucky man his
motto in life is “live life

king size.” Speaking about
the return of Yamraj
Calling Deven Bhojani
says, “We decided to come
up with something more
unique and relatable for
our fans because the first
season of Yamraj Calling
received a really
favourable response from
the audiences and a huge
demand for the second sea-
son. I’m really enthusiastic
about the opening of the
second season. The trailer
is already out and I am re-
ceiving a lot of fans mes-
sages that they cannot wait
to watch all the episodes. I
hope we as a team have
lived up to the expectations
of our viewers.”

ShemarooMe drops a promising
trailer for ‘Yamraj Calling 2’

FF ilmmaker Madhur
Bhandarkar will be tack-

ling a hard-hitting subject with
feature film “India Lockdown”
for ZEE5, the streaming service
announced Tuesday. The
movie, inspired by true events,
will depict four parallel stories
and the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the
people of India.

The film will feature an
ensemble cast of Shweta Basu
Prasad, Aahana Kumra, Prateik
Babbar, Sai Tamhankar and
Prakash Belawadi. “Lockdown
was a tough phase for many as
people struggled to make ends
meet and that gave seed to a
thought to make a film on peo-
ple affected by the lockdown. “
India Lockdown’ is a product of
my observations, and it depicts

raw stories of real people
across various walks of life.
This is a film that will resonate
with many in some or the other
way and I am glad that it will
release on ZEE5 and reach out

to so many people across the
world,” Bhandarkar said in a
statement. The filmmaker,
known for critical hits such as
“Chandni Bar”, “Traffic Signal”,
“Corporate” and “Fashion”, has

penned the script of “India
Lockdown” with Amit Joshi and
Aradhana Sah. It will explore
the lives of disparate charac-
ters — a father-daughter duo
who are stuck in different
cities during a crucial high
point in the daughter’s life; a
sex worker and the hardships
she goes through in her per-
sonal and professional life due
to the lockdown; a migrant
worker who barely manages to
provide bread and butter for
his family; and an airhostess
who for the first time has some
downtime compelling her to
introspect. The film, which will
make its debut on ZEE5, will be
produced by Jayantilal Gada of
PEN Studios, Bhandarkar
Entertainment and Pranav
Jain’s PJ Motions Pictures.

Madhur Bhadarkar to direct ‘India Lockdown’ 
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Melbourne, Nov 07 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav’s
outrageous scoop shot off
Zimbabwe pacer Richard
Ngarava became a talking
point in the T20 World
Cup and the attacking
Indian batter says he
achieved mastery over the
unorthodox stroke after
years of practice with rub-
ber ball.

Suryakumar mese-
merised the 82,000-strong
MCG crowd with his his
stroke-making ability on
Sunday. His unbeaten 61-
run knock off just 25 balls
powered India to an im-
posing 186 for 5.

One shot that stood out
was from the last ball of
the Zimbabwe innings.
Going down on one knee,
Suryakumar picked up a
Richard Ngarava full toss
from outside the off
stump and scooped it on
the right of fine leg for an
unthinkable six.

The audacious shot be-
came instant hit with the
likes of Ravi Shastri and
legendary batter Sunil
Gavaskar lauding it. “You
got to understand what
the bowler is going to bowl
at that time, which is a lit-

tle pre-determined at that
moment. I have practiced

that stroke a lot when I
used to play rubber-ball

cricket,” Suryakumar, the
world number one T20

batter, said on Star Sports
show Follow the Blues’.

“So, you got to be think-
ing what the bowler is
thinking at that time and
if the field is in, I just
back myself to go there.
You got to know how long
the boundary behind is.
When I stand there, I feel
it’s just 60-65 meters and
with the pace of the ball I
just try and time it, take it
on the sweet spot of the
bat and if it hits, it just
goes out there.”

Suryakumar also spoke
about how he handles
pressure situations.

“When I go into bat, I
just I just try and look for
a few boundaries or even
if I don’t get that, I just try
and run as hard as possi-
ble between wickets. If
you have to bat with Virat
bhai then you have to run
hard as well.

“I try and do that, hit it
in the gaps and run hard.
But I know what strokes I
need to play at that time. I
try and play lot of per-
centage cricket. My
strokes are sweeps, over
cover, and cuts, if I am
succeeding in that, I just
take the game ahead from
there.”

Melbourne, Nov 07 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant’s disap-
pointing outing against
Zimbabwe isn’t a cause of
concern for head coach
Rahul Dravid, who hinted
that the flamboyant left-
hander could start in the
T20 World Cup semifinal
against England at
Adelaide on Thursday.

Pant didn’t get a look in
in the first four games
where veteran Dinesh
Karthik, who in all likeli-
hood is playing his last
global meet, was assigned
the role of a finisher.

With Karthik not being
able to deliver on bowler
friendly Australian tracks,
Pant is back in equation.

“I don’t think we judge
people on one game, and
sometimes whether we
play them or not is not
based on one game,”
Dravid said after India’s 71
run victory in which
Pant’s contribution was a
mere three.

After that, Dravid gave
good enough indication
that decision to field Pant
wasn’t taken in isolation
as the coach was potential-
ly looking at a match up
with leg spinner Adil
Rashid in the semifinals.

“Sometimes it’s just
matchups. We need to look
at what are the skills we

might need against the
kind of bowlers we might
come up against. So a lot of
things go into these kind of
decisions,” said Dravid.

He also firmly reiterated
that team management
had never lost faith in
Pant. “Yeah, in a sense it’s
not that we ever lost confi-
dence in Rishabh. We’ve
got confidence in all of our
15 players who play here.
It’s only 11 guys who can
play, and it depends on the
combinations that you
have. “The very fact that
they are here and they’re
part of the World Cup
means that we have a lot of
confidence in them. It
means that anytime they
can be called on to play in
the XI. “Yes, you can only

play 11 at a time and some
people sometimes miss out
and don’t have to play, but
again, Rishabh is someone
that as a lot of you would
have been seeing, has been
travelling with us.

“He’s been batting a lot
in the nets, he’s been hit-
ting a lot of balls, doing a
lot of fielding practice and
sort of keeping practice
and keeping himself
ready. The opportunity
came for us today
(Sunday) to give him an
opportunity,” he reasoned.

In fact, Dravid was
happy about Pant’s intent
against left arm spinner
Sean Williams but the exe-
cution was wrong.

“Obviously, it didn’t
kind of work out today, but
absolutely no — I’m not
bothered about that at all
because I think he took the
right option.

“His role was to take on
the left-arm spinner which
was there, and sometimes
it comes off and some-
times it doesn’t.”

Pant being a left hander
also gives the team varia-
tions among specialist bat-
ters. “Sometimes it gives
us the opportunity, as well,
to play Rishabh, keeping
obviously this game in
mind as well but just keep-
ing the future in mind, just
opening up our options.

Dubai, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Star batter Virat Kohli
was on Monday named the
ICC Men’s Player of the
Month for October follow-
ing a series of stellar per-
formances during India’s
charge to the T20 World
Cup semifinals in
Australia. Pakistan’s veter-
an all-rounder Nida Dar
won the honour in the
women’s category thanks
to her sensational form in
their Asia Cup campaign.
Dar edged out the Indian
duo of Jemimah Rodrigues
and Deepti Sharma, who
produced impressive dis-
plays in the same tourna-
ment which their side won.
Both Kohli and Dar were
declared winners following
a global vote conducted
among media representa-

tives, ICC Hall of Famers,
former international play-
ers and registered fans.
Kohli won his first Player
of the Month award after
scoring 205 runs with the
bat, showcasing the full
array of his batting talent
throughout October. Apart
from scoring a brilliant

half-century against
Netherlands in Sydney, he
produced an unforgettable
innings in the stunning
victory over Pakistan in
front of a capacity crowd at
the MCG to kick off their
campaign in style. The
India talisman secured the
award after being nominat-

ed for the first time, edging
out a competitive field
which included South
African finisher David
Miller and the in-form
Sikandar Raza of
Zimbabwe, who both en-
joyed key contributions at
the T20 World Cup in
Australia.

Adelaide, Nov 07 (PTI):

England batter Dawid
Malan is a doubtful starter
for his side’s T20 World
Cup semifinal against
India on Thursday after

picking up an injury dur-
ing the team’s final Super
12 game.

Malan sustained a groin
injury in England’s four-
wicket win over Sri Lanka
on Saturday. The former
world No. 1 T20I batter
hobbled off the field dur-
ing the Sri Lankan in-
nings and did not return to
bat in England’s run
chase.

Vice-captain Moeen Ali
said Malan’s injury does-
n’t look good.

“He is a big player and
has been for a number of
years,” Ali told the ‘BBC’.

“He has been one of our
best players. I don’t know
but it (Malan’s injury)
doesn’t look great.”

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

Suffering from a throat
infection, star Indian shut-
tler Lakshya Sen has with-
drawn from the upcoming
Australian Open Super 300
badminton tournament.

The 21-year-old from
Almora picked up the in-
fection just before the
Hylo Open, where he lost
in the opening round to
Hong Kong’s Ng Ka Long
Angus in Saarbrucken,
Germany.

The Australian Open is
scheduled to be held from
November 15 to 20 in
Sydney. “I had fever, throat
pain and weakness after I
reached Saarbrucken
ahead of Hylo Open. I
probably picked the infec-

tion while travelling from
Paris,” Sen, who has re-
turned to India, told PTI
on Sunday. “I thought it is
not that serious. I was
training last Sunday and
then on Monday, I felt it
had aggravated. I consult-
ed doctor online and took
medicine.

Fort Worth (US), Nov 07 (AP):

Aryna Sabalenka ended
top-ranked Iga Swiatek’s
15-match winning streak
against top-10 opponents,
winning 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 for a
spot in the championship
of the WTA Finals.

The stunner on Sunday
put Sabalenka in the final
against Caroline Garcia,
who beat Maria Sakkari 6-
3, 6-2 and has a chance to
be just the second
Frenchwoman to win the
title at the season-ending
event.

Swiatek, the French
Open and U.S. Open cham-
pion and runaway leader
with eight tour victories,
cruised through three
round-robin victories, los-
ing just 13 games to give

her the longest winning
run against top-10 oppo-
nents since Steffi Graf
won 17 straight in 1987.

Just like that, it was
over when the 21-year-old
from Poland lost the last
five games against a player
she had beaten in all four
meetings this season.

Sabalenka didn’t make
it to the semifinals with
the No. 1 ranking in the
eight-player event last
year. She was in as the sev-
enth-ranked player, and
showed how comfortable
she was on the temporary
indoor hard court at
Dickies Arena. Nine of
her 10 career victories
have come on hard courts.

“I just want to make
sure that every time she
plays against me, she

knows that she really has
to work hard to get a win,”
Sabalenka said.

“Only because of this
thinking, I was able to play
at this amazing level
tonight.”

Swiatek fell behind one
break in the final set with

two wide forehands before
another one put her down
two breaks.

Defending doubles
champs Barbora
Krejcikova and Katerina
Siniakova also advanced
to the title match with a 7-
6(5), 6-2 semifinal victory

over Lyudmyla Kichenok
and Jelena Ostapenko.

Just 24 hours after beat-
ing Daria Kasatkina in a
tense 80-minute third set
to secure the last spot in
the semifinals out of
group play, Garcia needed
just 74 minutes total for a
career-best fourth victory
over a top-five opponent
this season.

Garcia never trailed,
dominating the fifth-
ranked Sakkari in win-
ners (21-8) and aces (6-0).
Amelie Mauresmo (2005)
is the only woman from
France to win the WTA
Finals.

“I don’t know,” Garcia
said when asked where
she found the energy to
dominate after the quick
turnaround.

Sydney, Nov 07 (PTI): 

The anticipation,
drama, energy and fan-in-
volvement is completely
different in an India-
Pakistan game and the
possibility of a dream T20
World Cup final between
the two biggest rivals in
cricket has got former
Australia all-rounder
Shane Watson excited.

The Asian rivals have al-
ready clashed once in the
much talked-about Group
stage match of the ongo-
ing tournament at the
iconic Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG), where
Virat Kohli conjured up
one of the greatest T20

knocks. The close match
had millions of fans glued
to their TV sets while the
ones who watched the
heart-stopping action un-
fold before their eyes at the
venue, considered them-
selves the luckiest.

Now that the two teams
have reached the semifinal
stage, albeit by taking con-
trasting routes, an India-
Pakistan title clash is
being anticipated.

India will clash with
England on Thursday in
Adelaide, a day after New
Zealand take on Pakistan
in Sydney. “Everyone
would love to see Pakistan
and India in the final,” an
excited Watson was quot-

ed as saying by the official
website of the event.

“I unfortunately missed
that first (Super 12) game
at the MCG, as I commen-
tated the game previously
between Australia and
New Zealand.”

Watson said he knows
what he missed and would
love to see a re-match.

“But from all reports, all
the people that went along
to that game said it was
something very special
and the game was obvious-
ly an amazing game to
watch on TV as well. They
played in the T20 World
Cup final in 2007 and
everyone would love to see
it again,” he said.

London, Nov 07 (AP):

Mohamed Salah struck
twice to fire Liverpool to a
2-1 win at Tottenham in
the Premier League.

Jurgen Klopp’s team
had not won away from
home in the league all sea-
son and had to hold on in
the face of a second-half
fightback from Spurs with
Harry Kane halving the
deficit.

The Liverpool manager
could not hide his relief at
the final whistle, celebrat-
ing in front of the travel-
ing fans.

“We just kept fighting, it
was a big passion,” Klopp
told Sky Sports on Sunday.

“In the first half we
were the better side and
scored two wonderful

goals. It’s a long time ago
since we won away in the
Premier League so it was
relief at the end. “You
need to learn winning
again and that’s how it
starts, with massive resist-

ance. It was clear they
would come back but we
came through it and it’s all
good.” Salah put Liverpool
in front after 11 minutes
when Darwin Nunez con-
trolled Andy Robertson’s

pass and teed up his strike
partner. Salah swivelled
and fired into the bottom
corner to beat Hugo Lloris.

Salah, last season’s joint
Golden Boot winner with
Tottenham’s Son Heung-
min, doubled his tally in
the 40th minute. Eric Dier
mistimed his header from
Alisson Becker’s clearance
and Salah ran through on
goal to lob Lloris.

Kane fired Tottenham
back into the game in the
70th when finishing from a
tight angle to set up the
chance of a comeback.

But despite intense pres-
sure in the final stages,
Liverpool held on to take
all three points and move
up to eighth. Tottenham is
fourth, seven points ahead
of Liverpool.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 7 (PTI):
Krishan Bahadur Pathak
rose to the occasion under
the bar as India defeated
Spain 3-1 in shoot-out after
both the teams were
locked 2-2 at regulation
time in their FIH Pro
League match here on
Sunday.

Harmanpreet (12th,
32nd minutes) scored a
brace from penalty cor-
ners for India while skip-
per Marc Miralles (43rd)
and Pere Amat (55th)
found the net for Spain in
regulation time.

India had lost 2-3 against
Spain in the first match of
the two-leg tie.

Spain started brightly
and earned a penalty cor-

ner inside the first four
minutes of the match, but
failed to utilise the oppor-
tunity.

India got their act to-
gether and secured their
first penalty corner in the
10th minute, but Jugraj
Singh’s flick went inches
wide of the goal.

But it took India two
minutes to surge ahead
when skipper
Harmanpreet found the
back of the Spanish net
from a penalty corner
earned by Shamsher
Singh.

Spain made an attack-
ing start to the second
quarter, but failed to
breach Manpreet Singh,
who blocked a fine shot.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

India’s Shiva Thapa on
Sunday became the first-
ever male boxer in the his-
tory of Asian
Championships to win six
medals after he out-
punched Minsu Choi of
South Korea to the
progress to the semifinals
in Amman, Jordan.

The seasoned Thapa
(63.5kg) prevailed 4-1 over
Choi in the light welter-
weight quarterfinal to se-
cure his sixth consecutive
medal. The 28-year-old
dominated from the start
to the end, using his jabs to
great effect. With the win,
Thapa is assured of at
least a bronze medal in the
ongoing edition, bettering

his own position as the
most successful Indian
boxer in the tournament.

His haul includes a gold
(2013), two silvers (2017
and 2021) and as many
bronze medals (2015 and
2019). He overtook Kazakh
legend Vassiliy Levit, an
Olympic silver medallist
and two-time world bronze
medal winner, who was
the only other male
pugilist with five Asian
championship medals.

Women’s boxing legends
M.C. Mary Kom (7) and L
Sarita Devi (8) have more
Asian medals than Thapa,
with the latter having the
distinction of claiming six
successive, five of them
gold, at the peak of her
prowess.

‘I mastered scoop shot while
playing rubber-ball cricket’

If Suryakumar doesn’t fire then India will struggle: Gavaskar
New Delhi: Suryakumar Yadav has evolved into the new Mr 360 degree and India will struggle to
put up enough runs on the board if he fails to fire, says batting great Sunil Gavaskar. Suryakumar,
the world’s number one T20 batter at the moment, has dazzled in his maiden T20 World Cup, play-
ing scintillating innings in the Super 12 stage to help India reach the semifinals of the marquee
event. “Each of those innings was pretty much 360 degrees. He is the new Mr. 360 degree. There
was that one shot that he hit for a six just to the left of the wicketkeeper. Then he went a little
squarer in the final overs, for example, taking advantage of the angle that the bowler was trying
to aim at. “Then also the lofted extra cover drive, he has got every shot in the book. There was a
straight drive as well,” Gavaskar was quoted as saying on India Today. The former India captain
feels Suryakumar is the reason India has succeeded in scoring totals they could defend.

Pant might be needed in
games ahead, hints Dravid

Lakshya withdraws
from Australian Open

Kohli named ICC player of month for October
Will go down as one of most 

remembered shots in T20 WC history:
Ponting on Kohli’s straight six off Rauf

MMeellbboouurrnnee::    Virat Kohli’s sensational straight six
off a super quick Haris Rauf delivery will go down
as one of the best shots played in T20 World Cup
history, reckons Australian legend Ricky Ponting.
The special six in extreme pressure was followed
by a flick over fine leg, reducing the equation to
16 off the final over in one of the most memorable
Indo-Pak contests ever. With Kohli staying
unbeaten on a magical 83 at the other end, R
Ashwin hit the winning runs off the final ball, as
India pulled off a win for the ages.

Dawid Malan 
doubtful for England’s semifinal

clash against India

Sabalenka stuns Swiatek, faces Garcia for WTA Finals titleEveryone would love to see
India-Pakistan final: Watson

Salah double fires Liverpool to away win at Tottenham Shiva Thapa secures record sixth
Asian Championships medal

Goalkeeper Pathak’s 
brilliance hands India 3-1 win

in shoot-out over Spain
New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Outgoing Chief Justice
of India Uday Umesh Lalit
turned nostalgic on
Monday as he recalled his
journey of nearly 37 years
in the Supreme Court, say-
ing he enjoyed his stint
both as a lawyer and a
judge. CJI Lalit, who is set
to retire on November 8,
was speaking as he sat on
the ceremonial bench in
the apex court for the last
time with his designated
successor Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
Bela M Trivedi this after-
noon.

He said it was a great
feeling to pass on the
baton to the senior-most
judge, Justice

Chandrachud, as he began
his stint in the top court by
appearing before his fa-
ther and16th Chief Justice
Yeshwant Vishnu
Chandrachud.

"I have spent something
like 37 years in this court.
My journey in this court
began through Court
Number 1. I was practis-
ing in Bombay and then I
came here to mention a
case before CJI Y V
Chandrachud.

"My journey began from
this court and today it
ends in the same court.
The person before whom I
mentioned the matter, he
passed on the baton to sub-
sequent Chief Justices.

"I now pass the baton to
a very distinguished per-

son and the son of that
man himself. It is a beauti-
ful occasion for me and I
couldn't have asked for
anything greater than

that," CJI Lalit said.
Referring to forming

several Constitution
benches, CJI Lalit said it
has been a very memo-

rable and satisfactory feel-
ing "to have done some-
thing for the Bar".

"I feel a judge who gets
to be a judge of the
Supreme Court would be
good enough for every-
thing and he or she must
have an equal chance to be
part of the Constitution
benches. "The day I start-
ed, it was 30, today it is 29
and tomorrow it will be 28
so it is good for anything
and thus all of them can
be part of Constitution
benches. I have practised
here and I never saw two
Constitution benches sit-
ting simultaneously.

"But on a particular day,
there were three
Constitution benches si-
multaneously. It is very

memorable and gives me a
sense of great satisfaction.

"I am a product of this
Bar and at the same time, I
have a feeling that I was
able to do something for
the bar. That is a very
great feeling as I will be
walking out of this court
for the last time," CJI said.

Justice Chandrachud,
who is set to take over as
India's 50th CJI, said CJI
Lalit has the unique dis-
tinction of being called to
the senior advocateship by
this court and then rising
to become an SC judge.

"Today, we have the
three generations of the
Lalit family here. Father of
CJI Lalit, CJI himself and
the next generation. CJI
Lalit has the unique dis-

tinction of being called to
the senior advocateship by
this court and then becom-
ing an SC judge. Your
tenure as Chief Justice
saw a large number of re-
forms. The CJI-designate
assured him that there

would be a sense of conti-
nuity in the reforms adopt-
ed by him in the apex
court. "I have known the
Chief Justice for a long
time though I opposed him
on one only one matter," he
said, without elaborating.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Chief of Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari, on Monday
held wide-ranging talks
with his French counter-
part Gen Stephane Mille
here focusing on ways to
boost bilateral military co-
operation against the
backdrop of various
geopolitical developments.
The top-ranking French
military official is on a
visit to India.

"General St phane Mille,
Chief of Staff of the
French Air & Space Force,
called on Air Chief
Marshal V R Chaudhari,
#CAS at Air HQ, New Delhi
today. The two chiefs dis-
cussed ways & means to en-

hance bilateral ties &
strengthen cooperation in
areas of mutual interest,"
the Indian Air Force tweet-
ed. It is learnt that the over-

all situation in the Indo-
Pacific as well as the Indian
Ocean Region figured in
the talks between Air Chief
Marshal Chaudhari and

Gen Mille. The visit by Gen
Mille came amid an 18-day
military exercise between
the Indian and French air
forces in Jodhpur.

The 'Garuda VII' exer-
cise, involving a significant
number of combat jets
such as Rafale, Tejas,
Jaguar and Sukhoi-30s,
began on October 26 and
will culminate on
November 12. The French
military official also met
Indian Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande. "General
Manoj Pande #COAS inter-
acted with General
Stephane Mille, Chief of
Staff, French Air and Space
Force & discussed aspects
of #DefenceCooperation
between both the defence
forces," the Army tweeted.

Sheopur, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Two male cheetahs
brought from Namibia to
the Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh have
made their first kill within
24 hours of their release
from a quarantine area to a
larger acclimatisation en-
closure, an official said on
Monday. The cheetahs
hunted down a cheetal
(spotted deer) either on
Sunday night or in the wee
hours of Monday, Chief
Conservator of Forest
Uttam Kumar Sharma told
PTI.

The forest monitoring
team got this information
on Monday morning, he
said. This was the first
prey of the felines after
their translocation from
Namibia to India in mid-
September along with six
other cheetahs, the official
said. The cheetahs -
Freddie and Alton - were

the first pair to be released
into the larger enclosure
on Saturday after being
quarantined since
September 17.

The successful first
hunt by the cheetahs with-
in 24 hours of moving to
the larger enclosure has
also allayed the park man-
agement's concerns about
their prey hunting ability.
"The cheetahs eat their
prey within two hours of
hunting," Sharma said.

He said the two cheetahs
were released in the larger
enclosure spread over 98
hectares from a quaran-
tine zone on Saturday. The
other six cheetahs will
also be released (in the ac-
climatisation enclosure)
in a phased manner, he
said.

The eight cheetahs - five
females and three males in
the age group of 30-66
months - were released in
the dedicated quarantine

zones in the KNP on
September 17 at a function
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, heralding
the return of the big cats
to India 70 years after they
were declared extinct in
the country.

As per initial plans, the
cheetahs- named Freddy,
Alton, Savannah, Sasha,
Obaan, Asha, Cibili and
Saisa - were to be kept in
quarantine for a month.

According to interna-
tional norms, wild animals
must be kept in quarantine
for a month to check the
spread of any infection be-
fore and after their translo-
cation to another country,
experts had said.

Since their release on
September 17, the eight
cheetahs were housed in
six 'bomas' (enclosures),
two of which are 50 metres
x 30 metres while the rest
four measured 25 square
metres in area.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked Mainak
Mehta, the brother-in-law
of fugitive diamantaire
Nirav Modi who is an ac-
cused in the Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
fraud case, to write to the
banks where his accounts
have been probed by the
CBI and seek the state-
ments of transactions.

Mehta told the court
that his bank accounts, in-
cluding those in
Singapore, were frozen fol-
lowing a money-launder-
ing probe launched by the
ED.

A bench of justices D Y
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli told Mehta's counsel
Amit Desai that his client
should write to the banks,
requesting for the state-
ments of transactions for
the period sought to be
probed by the CBI.

The bench said the de-
tails of all the communica-
tion with the banks should
be shared with the investi-
gating agency.

Representing the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI),
Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju said
even if the accounts are
frozen, it does not preclude
Mehta from seeking bank
statements for the period
being probed by the feder-
al agency.

The bench said it will
allow Mehta to travel
abroad once he furnishes
the bank statements and
posted the matter for hear-
ing on November 14.

The court was hearing a
CBI plea challenging an
August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court that
allowed Mehta to travel to
Hong Kong and stay there
for three months.

On October 18, the top

court had asked the CBI
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to sit to-
gether within a week and
share material with re-
gard to the money transac-
tions and disclosures
made by Mehta with each
other.

It had also asked Mehta
to share with the CBI
whatever relevant infor-
mation he has on the bank
accounts being investigat-
ed by the agency.

The CBI had earlier
flagged issues with regard
to the non-disclosure of
transactions in bank ac-
counts, including one
based in Singapore, two
transactions of USD 8.9
million and USD 1.8 mil-
lion transferred by Modi's
father.

The agency had said
Mehta should share the de-
tails with it after which he
might be considered for
travelling abroad.

The top court had earli-
er noted that on October
13, 2021, a notice was is-
sued under section 91 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), direct-
ing Mehta to appear before
the additional superinten-
dent of police, CBI in
Mumbai with documents
related to his bank ac-
count in Singapore as well
as with the statement and
other details of an account
in the name of Pavilion
Point Corporation, a com-
pany controlled by Mehta,
on October 25, 2021.

The CBI has submitted
that Mehta is a British citi-
zen who has given certain
details but not made full
disclosures with regard to
the said bank accounts
and there is apprehension
that he may not return to
India.

It has pointed out that
an amount of USD 30 mil-
lion was sent by Modi,

which has allegedly been
diverted by Mehta, and
said it needs to know the
details in this regard.

Desai had earlier sub-
mitted that his client had
made a disclosure of the
records that were avail-
able with him to the ED
but could not furnish the
complete details as his
bank accounts were
frozen.

"We have given whatev-
er details that were avail-
able with us. The ED has
investigated the USD 30
million transaction and
found that we were not the
beneficiary.

Similarly, it has also in-
vestigated all other trans-
actions and therefore, the
agency did not oppose the
pardon granted by the
court," the senior advocate
had said. Mehta has
turned an approver in the
ED case and received 
pardon.

Probably forgot to fill fuel: Priyanka
takes dig at BJP’s ‘double engine’ pitch

Una (HP), Nov 07 (PTI): 

Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Monday said the BJP's
"double engine" govern-
ment was there in
Himachal Pradesh for the
last five years but it proba-
bly forgot to fill fuel in it,
as she sought to corner the
ruling party on the issues
of unemployment and the
old pension scheme.

Addressing a rally here
ahead of the assembly
polls, she also hit out at
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his re-
marks that changing
medicines frequently nei-
ther helps in curing the
ailment nor benefits any-
one, saying people are
being told that they are
sick and must keep hav-
ing the old medicine.

Making a strong pitch

for a change of govern-
ment in the state, she said
that if the Congress comes
to power it will approve 1
lakh jobs and return to the
old pension scheme in the
first cabinet meeting itself.

"Elections come every
five years so what is the
big deal, remember, these
polls will decide your fu-
ture. Why are people not
getting the old pension
scheme when they are get-

ting it in Congress-ruled
states, think about it,"
Gandhi said.

"The BJP leaders come
and say 'vote for us, you
will get a double engine
government', where were
they for five years, it (dou-
ble engine) was there for
the last five years also,
probably they forgot to fill
fuel in the engine," she
said taking a dig at the
BJP's 'double engine' pitch.

Double engine is a term
often used by BJP leaders
to refer to the party ruling
in the Centre and in the
state. Attacking the BJP
on the issue of unemploy-
ment, Gandhi said the gov-
ernment's first responsi-
bility is to ensure employ-
ment but despite the BJP
being in power in the state
and at the Centre, 63,000
posts are vacant in
Himachal.
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Devotees during the annual Jhiri Mela at Kanachack village on the outskirts of Jammu, Monday.

JHIRI MELA

Congress leaders Priyanka Gandhi and Bhupesh Baghel
during a public meeting, ahead of the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, at Haroli in Una district, Monday.

SC asks Nirav Modi's brother-in-law to seek
statements of accounts probed by CBI from banks

Cheetahs flown from Namibia
kill first prey on Indian soil

IAF chief Chaudhari holds talks
with French counterpart

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari in a meeting
with Chief of Staff of the French Air & Space Force General
Stéphane Mille, at Air headquarters in New Delhi, Monday.

Kotkhai (HP), Nov 07 (PTI): 

BJP president J P
Nadda claimed on Monday
that the AAP will lose the
security deposit in all the
68 constituencies of
Himachal Pradesh in the
November 12 Assembly
polls, asserting that the
people of the hill state will
change "riwaz, but not
raaj". Addressing a public
meeting in favour of
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate Chetan
Bragta from the Jubbal-
Kotkhai seat, Nadda said
the upcoming poll battle is
about protecting the rights
of the state's people and
not about individuals.

"This is the battle for
your rights and Chetan

will protect them very se-
riously. Protect Chetan till
November 12 and he will
protect your rights after
that," the BJP chief said.

He also lauded the role
of Chetan Bragta's father
Narinder Bragta, saying
as a former minister, he
protected the rights of the
farmers and horticultur-
ists of the region.

Jubbal-Kotkhai is a part
of the state's "apple belt".

Chetan Bragta lost the
2021 bypoll from Jubbal-
Kotkhai to Rohit Thakur
of the Congress. He had
contested the bypoll as an
independent nominee.
Bragta faces Thakur again
this time, with the Aam
Aadmi Party's (AAP)
Srikant Chauhan also in

the fray.
"They say governments

alternate every five years
in Himachal Pradesh, but
we have to change this
trend as we have done in
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
other states," Nadda said.

In Uttar Pradesh, he
said the saffron party was
elected to power twice in
succession after a gap of
38 years.

"I went to Goa and saw
the banners of the AAP.
People said it was contest-
ing in 39 of the 40 seats. It
lost the deposit in 35 of
those 39 seats in Goa. In
Uttar Pradesh, it lost the
deposit in 349 of the 350
seats it contested. In
Uttarakhand, the AAP
contested 69 seats and lost
the deposit in 65.

"In Himachal Pradesh
too, we have to ensure that
the AAP loses the deposit
in all the 68 constituen-
cies," Nadda said amid slo-
gans of "Ek bar BJP, bar
bar BJP".

AAP will lose deposit in all 68 seats 
in Himachal Pradesh: BJP chief 

J P Nadda

Enjoyed journey of 37 years in Supreme Court: CJI UU Lalit

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Justice Uday Umesh Lalit speaks 
during a farewell ceremony organised for him by Supreme Court
Bar Association, at Supreme Court in New Delhi, Monday.



DEV DEEPAWALI

Devotees gather on the banks of Ganga river for a ‘holy dip’ on the occasion of
‘Dev Deepawali’ during Kartik Purnima, in Varanasi, Monday.
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Hybrid militants 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Two hybrid mili-
tants, who were involved
in planting an improvised
explosive device in
Bandipora district of
Jammu and Kashmir last
month, have been arrest-
ed from Baramulla, police
said on Monday. The
police have also recov-
ered two remote-con-
trolled improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDs) from
their possession. “Sopore
Police has cracked the
recent IED blast incident
at Kenusa Bandipora. 02
hybrid terrorists namely
Irshad Ganaie @ Shahid &
Waseem Raja of Kenusa
Bandipora arrested. 02
remote controlled IEDs
with detonators recov-
ered,” Additional Director
General of Police,
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar
said in a tweet.

Recruitment scam
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested four people,
including a Jammu and
Kashmir police assistant
sub-inspector and a CRPF
constable, in connection
with sub-inspectors’
recruitment scam in the
Union Territory, officials
said Monday. The CBI has
taken into custody Ashok
Kumar, ASI, J&K Police,
Surender Singh, Constable,
CRPF, and two private indi-
viduals — Pradeep Kumar,
packing in-charge at the
printing press where
papers were getting print-
ed and one Bajinder Singh,
they said. All the accused
were called in Jammu
where they were arrested
and produced before a
special court after ques-
tioning, they said.

Exotic snakes 
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: A woman
passenger onboard a
Delhi-bound train was
detained at Tatanagar
railway station here after
Railway Protection Force
seized exotic breeds of
poisonous snakes, lizards
and insects from her pos-
session, an RPF official
said on Monday. Acting
on a rip-off, the RPF per-
sonnel conducted a
search in the general
compartment of Delhi-
bound Neelanchal Express
on Sunday night and
seized the snakes, lizards
and insects stuffed in
plastic bags. The official
said 29 snakes of foreign
breed were seized and a
Google search revealed
that three of them are
valued at Rs 25 crore
each in the international
market. The coost of the
seized lizards was found
to be in the range od Rs
10,000 to Rs 20,000.

BRIEF

President Droupadi Murmu
presents National Florence

Nightingale Award 2021 to a
nursing personnel, at

Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi, Monday.
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New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

In a landmark verdict,
the Supreme Court by a
majority view of 3:2 on
Monday upheld the validi-
ty of the 103rd
Constitution amendment
providing 10 per cent
reservation to people be-
longing to the economical-
ly weaker sections (EWS)
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs. The court said
the quota does not violate
the basic structure of the
Constitution.

A five-judge constitution
bench headed by Chief
Justice U U Lalit pro-
nounced four separate ver-
dicts on 40 petitions chal-
lenging the validity of the
103rd Constitution amend-
ment promulgated by the
Centre in 2019.

While Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari, Bela M
Trivedi and J B Pardiwala
upheld the law, Justice S
Ravindra Bhat along with
the CJI shot down the
same in their minority

view. The judges read four
separate judgements for
over 35 minutes in the
courtroom. Justice
Maheshwari, who read the
judgement for himself,
said the 103rd constitu-
tional amendment cannot
said to breach the basic
structure of the
Constitution. He said
reservation is an instru-
ment of affirmative action
so as to ensure an all inclu-
sive march towards goals
of egalitarian society and
it is a means of inclusion
of any class or section so
disadvantaged. Justice
Trivedi said the 103rd con-
stitutional amendment
cannot be struck down on

grounds of being discrimi-
natory. She said the 103rd
Constitution amendment
has to be treated as an af-
firmative action by
Parliament for the benefit
of EWS class.

Justice J B Pardiwala
concurred with their
views and upheld the va-
lidity of the amendment.

Justice Pardiwala, how-
ever, said reservation is
meant to secure social jus-
tice but it should not con-
tinue for indefinite time so
that it becomes vested in-
terest. Justice S Ravindra
Bhat, in a minority view,
dissented and struck down
the constitution amend-
ment on EWS quota. He

declared the 103rd
Amendment Act as uncon-
stitutional and void on
grounds that it is violative
of basic structure of the
Constitution. CJI Lalit
concurred with the view of
Justice Bhat. The apex
court had on September 27
reserved the verdict on the
legal question of whether
the EWS quota violated
the basic structure of the
Constitution after hearing
a battery of senior
lawyers, including the
then Attorney General K
K Venugopal and Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, in
a marathon hearing that
had lasted for six-and-half-
days.

SC majority verdict upholds
10 per cent reservation to EWS

Srinagar, Nov 07 (PTI):

Police on Monday filed
a chargesheet against five
persons, including four
Lashkar-e-Taiba terror-
ists, in a case related to the
murder of an army man
in Budgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir ear-
lier this year.

“Police today produced
a chargesheet against fol-
lowing five accused per-
sons in a case of terror in-
cident in which one army

man on leave was abduct-
ed and murdered at
Lokipora Khag in
Budgam,” a police
spokesman said.

Those named in the
chargesheet included
three terrorists who were
killed in an encounter
with security forces a
month after the soldier’s
murder. While one over-
ground worker (OGW) of
the terrorists is in jail, the
other accused — a
Pakistani terrorist who

goes by aliases Ghazi Bhai,
Pathan and Usman Bhai
— is at large.

According to the
chargesheet, at around
21:30 hours on March 7,
2022, Khag police station
received a missing com-
plaint of an in-service
army soldier Mohammad
Sameer Malla, who was on
leave. “After three days on
March 10, upon specific in-
formation, body of the
missing army man was re-
covered.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

The Election
Commission on Monday
told Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
that state governor Ramesh
Bais has not sought a sec-
ond opinion from it on the
issue of his disqualifica-
tion, sources said. The com-
mission has sent a letter to
Soren noting that it has not
received any such commu-
nication from the governor,
they said. Chief Minister
Soren had said in Ranchi
on Sunday that he has
through his counsel sought
a copy from the Election
Commission (EC) of
Governor Bais’ request for
a second opinion in a case
related to his disqualifica-
tion as MLA for allegedly
leasing a mine to himself
in violation of election law
provisions. Soren’s com-
ment had come in the wake
of the governor saying on
October 27 that he has
sought a “second opinion”
in the case and claimed that

an “atom bomb could ex-
plode any time in
Jharkhand”, apparently in-
dicating to his pending de-
cision in the matter. “I have
sought a copy from the EC

of Governor Ramesh Bais’
request for a second opin-
ion in the office-of-profit
case through my counsel,”
the chief minister had told
PTI on Sunday.

HC takes suo
motu cognisance
of Morbi bridge

collapse tragedy
Ahmedabad:The Gujarat
High Court on Monday
took suo motu cognisance
of the Morbi bridge col-
lapse tragedy and issued
notices to the state gov-
ernment and local author-
ities and also sought a sta-
tus report in the matter
by November 14.

The collapse of the
British-era suspension
bridge in Morbi on
October 30 claimed 135
lives.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Aravind
Kumar and Justice
Ashutosh Shastri issued
notices to the Gujarat gov-
ernment through the
chief secretary, state
home department, com-
missioner of municipali-
ties, Morbi municipality,
district collector and
State Human Rights
Commission and relisted
the matter on November
14.

It also sought a status
report from the chief sec-
retary and home secre-
tary by next Monday
when the matter will
come up for hearing.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Assets of a former
project director in the Manipur
government have been attached
under the anti-money laundering
law in a case linked to alleged
embezzlement of government
funds, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on Monday.
Six immovable properties worth
Rs 3.04 crore and Rs 8.20 lakh
kept in bank accounts of Y
Ningthem Singh, a former project
director in the Manipur
Development Society (MDS),
have been provisionally attached
under sections of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act

(PMLA), it said in a statement.
The money laundering case
stems from a September 2017 FIR
filed by the state police against
MDS officials and others in an
allegation of “misappropriation”
of MDS funds to the tune of over
Rs 169 crore. “Huge amount of
funds were embezzled and mis-
appropriated from MDS account
by Y Ningthem Singh in criminal
connivance with his associates
and these diverted funds were
transferred and laundered into
various shell firm accounts and
other individual/associates
accounts,” the ED alleged.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

The government needs
to come out with a codi-
fied data protection
regime at the earliest to
ensure data protection, en-
forcement mechanisms
and also address privacy
risks associated with fa-
cial recognition technolo-
gy (FRT), says a recent
NITI Aayog discussion
paper.

The Aayog, in the paper
titled ‘Responsible AI for
All’, recommended that
rigorous standards for
data processing, as well as

the storage and retention
of sensitive biometric
data should be adequately
addressed in any proposed
data protection regime.

“It is pertinent to men-
tion that FRT like other
intelligent algorithms, is
fundamentally a data in-
tensive technology. In
order to ensure propriety
and legality in the manner
in which data processing
happens to train and de-
velop FRT systems, it is
imperative to have a codi-
fied data protection
regime in the country at
the earliest,” it said. In

2019, the government in-
troduced the Personal
Data Protection (PDP) Bill
in parliament, which was
subsequently withdrawn
this year.

The government has
clarified that this with-
drawal is temporary, and a
new data protection bill
will be tabled in parlia-
ment.

“The new data protec-
tion bill must retain the
framework to ensure data
protection, including obli-
gations, enforcement
mechanisms, a regulatory
agency, penalties, and

remedies from the PDP
Bill, 2019,” the Aayog
added. FRT refers to an ar-
tificial intelligence (AI)
system that allows identi-
fication or verification of
a person based on certain
images or video data in-
terfacing with the under-
lying algorithm. FRT pri-
marily seeks to accom-
plish three functions — fa-
cial detection, feature ex-
traction and facial recog-
nition.

FRT has garnered do-
mestic and international
debate around its poten-
tial benefits of efficient

and timely execution of
existing processes in dif-
ferent sectors; yet also the
risks it poses to basic
human and fundamental
rights like individual pri-
vacy, equality, free speech
and freedom of move-
ment, to name a few.

According to the
Aayog’s discussion paper,
such a regime must not be
limited to regulating data
processing by private enti-
ties but must adequately
codify protections for fun-
damental right to privacy
against state agencies (in-
cluding law enforcement).

Indore, Nov 07 (PTI):

An offence has been
registered against three
women in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore after a
video of them kicking
and punching a 25-year-
old woman surfaced on
social media, police said
on Monday.

The alleged incident
took place around 1 am
on November 4 in front
of an eatery at LIG in-
tersection in the city,
MIG police station in-
charge Ajay Verma
said.

Priya Verma, an em-
ployee of a pesticide
shop, was beaten up by
a group of women, who
were in the age group of
18 to 22 years, over a
sudden altercation, he
said.

The area where the
incident took place has
commercial establish-
ments that are allowed
to operate 24/7 hours by
the local administra-
tion. The accused

kicked and punched the
victim and attacked her
with a belt. They also
broke her mobile phone
by slamming it on the
road, the official said.

Three of the accused
were brought to the po-
lice station on Monday
and they were warned
not to get involved in
such attacks in the fu-
ture, he said.

An FIR has been reg-
istered against the ac-
cused under sections
294 (obscene act), 323
(voluntarily causing
hurt), 506 (intimidation)
and other relevant pro-
visions of the Indian
Penal Code, the official
said, adding that no ar-
rests have been made.

In a viral video of the
incident, four women
can be seen assaulting
the victim.

However, the com-
plainant has named
only three women in the
FIR and a detailed in-
vestigation is underway,
the official said.

Reservation for EWS is allowed but excluding SCs,
STs and OBCs is to heap fresh injustice: SC

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Introducing reservation for economically weaker
sections in admissions and government jobs is permissible but
excluding SCs, STs and OBCs as they enjoy pre-existing bene-
fits is to heap fresh injustice, the Supreme Court said in its
minority verdict on Monday, striking down the 103rd
Constitution amendment.

EC to Soren on disqualification issue

‘Jharkhand Governor 
has not sought second opinion’

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren  during

‘Sarkar Aapke Dwar’ pro-
gramme, in East

Singhbhum district,
Monday.

UPA seeks Prez intervention to 
stop attempts to topple alliance govt 

RRaanncchhii::  The ruling UPA in Jharkhand Monday sought President
Droupadi Murmu’s intervention to stop alleged attempts to topple
its government in the state with the help of central agencies. The
UPA in its letter to Murmu held the opposition BJP of hatching the
conspiracy to topple the elected UPA government since it started
working to meet the people’s expectation after the pandemic. The
UPA said that it came to power in Jharkhand in December 2019
with immense public support as people were fed up with previous
BJP government’s failures, corruption and misgovernance. 

SC judgment on mining charges strengthens my 
resolve to work for people: Soren

Ranchi, Nov 7 (PTI) Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren on Monday welcomed the Supreme
Court judgment which held that the PILs filed before the high court praying for investigations
against him in an alleged illegal mining case were not maintainable. Soren, who was accused of
granting himself a mining lease as the state’s mining minister, told PTI that the judgment setting
aside the June 3 order of the high court accepting maintainability of the public interest litigations
(PILs) has strengthened his resolve to work for the people tirelessly.

Three booked after
viral video shows them

beating up woman 

Police file chargesheet against
LeT terrorists for killing soldier 

ED attaches assets of
ex-Manipur govt project director

in money laundering case

‘Govt needs to bring codified data protection regime at earliest’

Prize Distribution Ceremony of Vigilance
Awareness Week held at Kala Mandir

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: During
the week long observance
of Vigilance Awareness
Week, various competi-
tions viz Essay, Slogan,
Quiz, Extempore, Debate,
Speech and Drawing &
Painting were organised
by Vigilance Department
for the employees of
Bhilai Steel Plant, their
family members and stu-
dents of Schools and
Colleges in vicinity of
Bhilai to sensitise them to-
wards the ill effects of cor-
ruption and importance of
Integrity, transparency
and accountability in per-
sonal and public life.

To honour and felicitate
the winners and judges of
these various competi-
tions as well as partici-
pants of various pro-
grammes, Vigilance
Department organised a
Prize Distribution
Ceremony at Kala Mandir.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c Bhilai Steel
Plant was the Chief
Guests and GS Prasad, Ex
CEO (Rourkela Steel
Plant) was the Guest of ho-
nour of the function.
Other dignitaries present
on the occasion were MM
Gadre, ED (P&A), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), Dr
AK Panda, ED(F&A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
and AC Rathi, Ex ACVO

(BSP). Chief General
Managers, General
Managers, other Seniors
officials of Bhilai Steel
Plant, Prize winners in-
cluding School and
College students, partici-
pants of various pro-
grammes viz. Welcome
Song, Short Film on
PIDPI/Vigilance were also
present during the
Ceremony.

Ceremony began with
Welcome Song by School
Students of BSP Schools,
welcoming the guests by
flower bouquets. The same
was followed by garland-
ing the portrait of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel and
lighting the lamp by digni-
taries present on the dias.

Welcome address was de-
livered by Sandeep Gupta,
GM (Vigilance) and Actg
ACVO (BSP).

After the welcome ad-
dress, 1st prize winners of
debate competition illus-
trated their debate before
the gathering. Thereafter,
prizes were distributed to
all the winners, judges and
participants by the digni-
taries. In continuation of
the Ceremony, GS Prasad,
Ex CEO (RSP) addressed
the gathering with his in-
spirational notes.

In his address, he em-
phasized on the impor-
tance of Integrity,
Transparency and ac-
countability for the sus-
tainability and growth of

the Organisation. He stat-
ed that by eradicating cor-
ruption, we can bring Ram
Rajya in the Nation, which
is a symbol of ideal society
without any crime, cor-
ruption & endowed with
all the auspicious quali-
ties, the state of peace,
prosperity, justice & equal-
ity to common man and
complete well-being of the
subjects of the state in all
aspects etc. in other words
we can say the Model of a
Developed Country. He
also stated that we can
once again make our
Country the Golden bird
by adopting the culture of
Integrity and honesty.

Chief guest, Anirban
Dasgupta , Director I/c ex-

pressed his concern about
corrupt practices in high-
er level, he also showed his
worries about the unequal
distribution of wealth,
which is increasing in-
creased day by day due to
the corruption.

Due to corruption, rich
people are becoming rich-
er and poor people becom-
ing poorer, he added and
further stated that some
time poverty increases the
dissatisfaction and depres-
sion amongst the poor peo-
ple, due to lack of money
and other domestic needs
and comfort, they become
apathetic towards the so-
cial issues and sometime
become unethical in their
behaviour.

Hence, it is essential to
opt zero tolerance policy
towards corruption, so
that the inequality in soci-
ety can be reduced and the
country can be made truly
a developed Nation. For
this contribution of every-
one is required.

The Ceremony conclud-
ed with display of CVC's
video message against cor-
ruption and display of
Short Film on importance
of Vigilance & PIDPI
Resolution, made all with
in-house resources by BSP
employees. Vote of thanks
was given by Aniket S
Ojha, DGM (Vigilance)
and anchoring was done
by Md Naushad Alam,
AGM (Vigilance).

Director I/c congratulates 
teams of RMP-3, BF-8, SMS-3 

for setting new records

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's RMP-3,
SMS-3 and Blast Furnace-8
have set new records in
production as well as in
techno-economics. For
this achievement,
Director-in-charge of the
plant Anirban Dasgupta
visited these departments
and congratulated the em-
ployees and officers of the
department for their excel-
lent performance. Along
with this, he also ex-
pressed his best wishes to
the associate departments
of these performing de-
partments.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Refractory Material Plant-

3 (RMP-3) recorded the
best daily production
record on November 06,
2022 by producing 1705
tonnes and left behind the
previous production
record of 1611 tonnes set
on October 27, 2022.
Similarly, Caster-1 of
Modex unit Steel Melting
Shop-3 (SMS-3) of Bhilai
Steel Plant produced 30
heats on November 06,
2022 and broke the produc-
tion record of 29 heats
recorded on October 09,
2022. SAIL-BSP Blast
Furnaces created a new
record by increasing the
highest ever daily Coal
Dust Injection (CDI) vol-
ume, by injecting 2429
tonnes of coal dust on

November 05, 2022, setting
a new record for highest
daily coal dust injection,
surpassing the previous
record of 2381 tonnes of
coal dust injection. Apart
from this, Blast Furnace-
08 (Mahamaya) achieved
192 kg per ton hot metal in
coal dust injection rate on
November 05, 2022 making
another daily record
which is much higher
than the previous coal
dust injection rate of 182
kg per ton hot metal.
Along with this, Blast
Furnace-08 has surpassed
its old record of 1431
tonnes of coal dust injec-
tion, setting a new daily
record by injecting 1472
tonnes of coal dust.

Central Chronicle News

Bhila, Nov 07: The clos-
ing ceremony of 1st RT
Ramachandran Memorial
Inter - School Tennis Ball
Cricket Tournament 2022 -
23 was held on November
06 at Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sector - X. The
programme started with
lighting of the lamp and
garlanding the portrait of
Goddess Saraswati, His
Holiness Sri Sri
Chandrasekharendra
Saraswathi Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
and Late RT
Ramachandran, Former
President, SSES and an in-
ternational cricket um-
pire. Satish Singh Thakur,
DSP (Traffic), graced the
occasion as chief Guest. V
R a m a c h a n d r a n ,
President, SSES, S
Swaminathan, Secretary,
SSES, school management
committee members,
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, Harish
Chandra Chhatwani, Vice
Principal, Shobha Nair
and S Usha Head Mistress,
school staff and prefectori-
al body were also present.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV, welcomed
the dignitaries by giving
the briefing of the tourna-
ment. The school choir

sang welcome song. The
Chief Guest, in his ad-
dress congratulated both
the teams for their out-
standing performance in
the match and wished all
success by saying that
they should be in disci-
pline to achieve the goal.
SSV honoured the Chief
Guest Satish Singh
Thakur with a memento.

16 teams representing
different schools from the
twin city of Durg-Bhilai
participated in the tourna-
ment. The match started
with the quarter final
from Nov 01- 4. The semi
final was on Nov 05. The
Final match was between
Shri Shankaracharya

Vidyalaya, Hudco and
Krishna Public School,
Nehru Nagar. KPS Nehru
Nagar won the toss and
choose to ball first.

The match started at
9:00 hrs. Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Vidyalaya, Hudco won the
final match by 61 runs.
The 14 winning players
were : Himanshu
Kanojiya, Sahil Rajat
Shariff, Vedant Singh,
Sujeet Kumar Rai, Ritwik
Thakur, Shivanshu
Tiwari, Shivendra Tiwari,
Shaklen Ali, M Shadab,
Brijendra Parmar, G Sahil,
Rajat Sinha, Ashutosh
Singh and Poorab
Khandelwal. The prize dis-

tribution ceremony was
conducted in which Man
of the Matches were given
to the 15 players.
Individual Tournament
Prizes: Best Bowler:
Shivanshu (SSAV Hudco),
Best Batsman: Sahil Rajat
(SSAV Hudco), Best
Wicket Keeper: Aaditya
(Heritage), Best Fielder:
Wahid (BSP Sector - 7),
Best All Rounder: Manish
Yadav (KPS Sunder
Nagar) and Man of the
Series: Sahil Rajat (SSAV,
Hudco) were awarded by
Dhirendra. Runner up
team was Krishna Public
School, Nehru Nagar. The
players of the runner up
team were: Gaurav Singh,

Pushpendra Sahu,
Jayanandan Rao,
Siddharth Singh Rajput,
Sourabh Pandey, Shree
Chandravanshi, Jigyashu
Sahu, Chandrabhushan
Sahu, Lakshya Rao,
Mayank Yadav, Yogi Patel,
Lakshya Tiwari, Yash
Verma and Garv Singh,
were awarded with a run-
ner up team trophy was
presented to all team and
coaches. Participation
Trophies and Kits were
given to all the participat-
ing team, coach and man-
ager. Special Prize:
Mementos were given to
the official Umpires
Shantanu Ghosh, KPS
Nehru Nagar and
Rajendra KPS Sunder
Nagar. Gopal Rao, techni-
cal committee head was
presented with Memento
and Kit. Memento and
recognition were awarded
to support ground staff ,
official and organizing
committee.

A vote of thanks was
proposed by Naman
Sharma CAO, SSV, Bhilai.
The program was ably
compered by Anita
Verma, Pranita Ashtikar,
Bhumika Joshi and
Deepika Jain Ekka. The
closing ceremony culmi-
nated with the retreat and
National Anthem.

BSP's URM makes multiple
production records

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: URM has
made records on two pro-
duction parameters on
November 03. First one by
inspecting 180 nos. of
260m welded panels sur-
passing previous best of
170 Panels that was in-
spected on November 01.

At the same time the
SHOP has made a record
as regards to inspection of
welded joints. 245 nos. of
joints were inspected ok
surpassing the previous
best of 227 on November
02. With all these inspec-
tion records the plant has
assured a production of
one rake per shift that is
to be dispatched to Indian
Railways.

This was possible due to
continuous effort made by
URM, RCL and other asso-
ciated departments en-

gaged for rail production
at URM.

Director-in-Change of
the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta
congratulated the team
on this achievement.
Anjani Kumar, ED (W) of
BSP also congratulated
the URM and other asso-

ciated agencies for this
excellent performance.

Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM) gave credits to his
team and other associated
departments for the
splendid achievement. He
also thanked the inspect-
ing agency RITES for 
the feat.

Devendra joins Bharat Jodo Yatra;
walks beside Rahul Gandhi

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: Bhilai
nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav joined the foot
march "Bharat Jodo
Yatra" led by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi the
other day. Devendra
Yadav will be participat-
ing in the yatra for the
next couple of days.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that Rahul
Gandhi embarked on the
ambitious Bharat Jodo
Yatra from Kanyakumari
on 7th September and
after walking 3750 kms, he
will reach Kashmir in
about 150 days. MLA
Devendra Yadav is walk-
ing beside Rahul Gandhi
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The yatra covers almost
25 kilometers in a day.
After walking for the en-
tire day, MLA Devendra

Yadav along with his col-
leagues practiced yoga in
the camp. He conducted
discussion on various top-
ics with the Congress
leaders of other states.
Devendra Yadav said that
by breaking the differ-
ences and hatred to con-
nect the people of India,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is travelling
across the nation to
spread the message of
mutual love and brother-
hood.

"Rahul Gandhi is living
this journey with austeri-
ty and I am able to feel
boundless energy within
myself by walking with
Rahul Gandhi, who has
become the voice of the
common people",
Devendra said.

Bharat Jodo Yatra cov-
ers almost 25 kilometers
everyday. MLA Devendra

Yadav is walking 25 kms
daily with Rahul Gandhi.
On the one hand, the BJP

is building a wall of ha-
tred between Hindus and
Muslims in the country.

Bypassing the unity
and integrity of the coun-
try and democracy, BJP is
busy dividing the country.
In such a situation, Rahul
Gandhi is trying to demol-
ish the wall of hatred and
is extending the hand of
love and brotherhood
among the countrymen
from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari.

Rahul Gandhi is meet-
ing the people during the
course of yatra. They are
also planting saplings to
make the journey memo-
rable. They are further col-
lecting the soil of different
places from where the
journey is passing.
Collecting the soil of each
and every village / city is a
very emotional moment.
The yatra is receiving
enormous response and
love from across the coun-
try, Devendra said.
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RT Ramachandran Memorial Inter School
Tennis Ball Cricket Tournament concludes

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 07: District
Cooperative Central (DCC)
Bank Limited Durg
President Jawahar Verma
has been removed from his
post. Senior Congress
leader and Pradesh
Congress Committee
General Secretary
Rajendra Sahu has been en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility as new President of
this bank.

On Monday, the
Registrar of Firms and
Societies issued an order in
this regard. The order
states that following the
resignation of Jawahar
Verma, the committee con-
stituted under the rules,
recommended the name of
Rajendra Sahu for the post
of the DCC Bank President.

Accordingly, the
Registrar issued orders in
this regard on Monday. The
incumbent President was
not available to clarify the
reason for his resignation.

According to insiders,
there were some corrup-
tion charges on him. Some
complaints were made
against him at the CM's of-
fice also. It is supposed that
some irregularities were
found in his working after
which he was asked to re-
sign from the post. It needs
to be mentioned here that
Jawahar Verma is a BSP
employee and was appoint-
ed as the President of DCC
Bank Limited Durg on July
19, 2021. He continued at
this post till November 04.

Rajendra Sahu replaces
Jawahar Verma as DCC
Bank’s new President

Munishwar Prasad
BBhhiillaaii:: Munishwar Prasad, a resident of Tulip 300,
A Block, Talpuri International Colony passed away
on Sunday. He was 83 years old. He was father of
Atul Priyadarshi, Chief Rolling Stock Engineer
(Freight)/East Central Railway and Amulya
Priyadarshi, GM HRD, SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.
Funeral procession will be taken out from his resi-
dence on November 08 around 07:30 hrs and last

rites of the mortal remains will be performed at Ramnagar Muktidham.

OBITUARY
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TB test must be done after
recovery from covid

Raipur, Nov 07: Patients
of corona infection are
falling prey to other dis-
eases after recovery. Many
patients are showing
symptoms of TB after re-
covering from corona.
Keeping in mind the far-
reaching consequences of
covid, experts say that
even after recovery, the pa-
tient must undergo a spu-
tum test. Both TB and
COVID are infectious dis-
eases that primarily dam-
age the lungs. Symptoms
such as cough, fever and
shortness of breath are
similar in both diseases.
However, in TB the disease
duration is long and the
disease onset is slow.

State Tuberculosis
Officer (TB Eradication
Programme) Dr.
Dharmendra Gahvai said
that the mode and symp-
toms of infection of coro-
na virus and tuberculosis
(TB) are almost similar. In
such a situation, it is very

important to take precau-
tions to prevent infection.

This disease is highly
spread in the air. Even
after recovering from
covid, if the problem of
persistent cough persists,
then TB must be tested. Dr.
Gahvai said that TB can
also occur after covid-19
because the infection dam-
ages the lungs, due to
which the chances of get-
ting TB increase.

Dr. Gahvai said that it is
necessary for the patients
suffering from TB to get
the vaccine of Covid.
Those TB patients who
have high fever or are hav-
ing symptoms of covid
should not get this vac-
cine. Such people should
get the Covid vaccine
when the symptoms are
cured. Even after vaccina-
tion, it is necessary to
strictly follow the protocol
related to prevention from
Covid. TB patients have to
get the precaution dose
along with both the doses
of the vaccine. TB test and
treatment is available free
of cost in government hos-
pitals.

Saurav Sahu wins in all three categories

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077::  

In the state-level Badminton
tournament (Under-17) held at
Korba, Saurav Sahu won the
Boy’s Single title defeating
Manas in three sets with 21-19,
14-21 and 14-21. Similarly in
the mixed double’s also team
of Saurav & Tanu Chandra
defeated Arnav and Vanshika
Shrivastava by 21-15, 18-21
and 21-11 and won the coveted
title. 

The above competition was
held at Sports Area of Nagar
Nigam Colony Niharika and on
the concluding day Upper

Collector Korba Virendra Patle
was the chief guest. First the
President of District
Badminton Association Ashok
Sharma welcomed the chief
guest with the flower bouquet
and the players sung the
state’s song. On this occasion
President of Association Ashok
Sharma presented the five-day
report of the tournament. In
the Boy’s double- Saurav and
Rounak Chouhan defeated

Bilaspur team in straight sets.
In the Under-15 category-
Divyansh Agrawal  defeated
Aman Khan and in the Girl’s the
pairing team of Rashi and Mahi
defeated Ishiika & Shweta and
won the title.

Akshay & Aman’s team in
Under-15 tourney won the
Doubles title. All the above
players viz. Saurav, Rounak,
Tanu, Manas and Akshay are
obtaining training from famous
coach Mr. Sanjay Mishra at
ITM Badminton Academy in
Naya Raipur. This state-level
badminton tournament was
held from Nov -2-6, 2022.

Shiv Mahapuran Katha by Pt. Pradeep Mishra from Nov 9
Raipur, Nov 07: A grand
event of Shri
Champeshwar Shiv
Mahapuran Katha to be
recited by  Pt. Pradeep
Mishra (Sehore Wale) is
going to be held at Dahi
Handi Maidan, Hanuman
Mandir, Srinagar Road,
Gudhiyari, Raipur from
November 9 to 13 from  1
pm to 4 pm. Lakh of devo-
tees are expected to gather
not only from
Chhattisgarh but from all
corners of the country,
said Basant Agarwal the
main organiser of the
event while speaking to
the scribes here. Pt.
Pradeep Mishra will be
greeted with a grand wel-
come after his arrival at
Mana Airport on

November 8, 2022.
Thereafter, from 5 pm on-
wards, a grand procession
will be taken out from
Bharat Mata Chowk locat-
ed at Gudhiyari, which
will culminate at the
venue where the event
will be organised. This
event is going to be the
biggest religious event not
only in Raipur but in the
entire Chhattisgarh till
date, he said. The main or-
ganizers of Champeshwar
Shivmahapuran Katha
are Mrs. Madhuri

Lakhiprasad Agarwal,
Mrs. Anita Chandan
Agrawal, Mrs. Ritu
Basant Agrawal and the
entire Berliya family,
Thankhamharia. Proper
seating arrangements
have been made for the
guest of honor, elderly and
women. The event is get-
ting wide support from all
caste, religion organiza-
tion, community particu-
larly, women’s are giving
special contribution.

Basant Agarwal and his
entire team, who are en-

gaged in field prepara-
tions for this event for last
two months. In this event,
18 main gates have been
constructed by Karma
Decoration of Nagpur.
Women and men toilets,
bathrooms and free
arrangements for accom-
modation and food for the
devotees coming from out-
side have been made by or-
ganiser Basant Agarwal
and the organizing com-
mittee.

Along with the team of
doctors, 50 medical staff
and a whole team of vol-
unteers are also engaged
for every kind of safety
and convenience of the
devotees coming from out-
side and free parking facil-
ities provided at WRS

Ravan Ground, 40 acres in
front of Kota Vidyapeeth
and many other small and
big places. E-rickshaws
(battery operated vehi-
cles) facility is also there
from parking to venue
site. From the point of
view of security the entire
venue is under CCTV. The
camera is kept under sur-
veillance. In order to make
the event successful, all
political parties, social or-
ganizations, state govern-
ment, administration,
railway department, mu-
nicipal corporation,
health department, fire
department, electricity de-
partment and public rep-
resentatives of the area
have extended their coop-
eration.

CM extends greetings on Guru
Nanak Dev’s birth anniv

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
extended greetings on the
birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev to the people of
the state, especially the peo-
ple of the Sikh community.
In a message addressing to
the state’s people, Baghel
said that the birth anniver-
sary of the first Sikh Guru
and founder of Sikhism,
Nanak Devji, is celebrated
with gaiety in the form of
Guru Parab and Prakash

Parv. To mark the celebra-
tions, a unique combination
of Guruvani, Ardas,
Keertans (holy processions),
Langar, and service to hu-
manity is seen on this day in
Gurudwaras across the
country. Guru Nanakji has
spread the message of love,
unity, equality, and brother-
hood to the world. His teach-
ings are relevant even today
and inspire people to live a
life of service to humanity
with love and harmony.

Vigilance Awareness Week observed at IIT Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07: Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai observed the
Vigilance Awareness
Week as per guidelines
from the Central
Vigilance Commission
(CVC), between October
31 to November 6, 2022.
The theme of this year
was “Corruption free
India for a developed
Nation”. On the inaugu-
ral day, faculty and staff

members took an integri-
ty pledge, led by Prof.
Rajiv Prakash, Director,
IIT Bhilai. Various
events including a quiz
and essay competitions
were conducted during
the week-long pro-
gramme.

During the valedictory
session, Prof. Rajiv
Prakash, Director, IIT
Bhilai addressed the au-
dience. Prof. Prakash ad-
vised all present to stay
alert and say no to cor-

rupt or cheating activi-
ties. He added, “In our
day-to-day lives, corrup-
tion is visible, but we are
moving forward and
overcoming these chal-
lenges.

We successfully cele-
brated Vigilance
Awareness Week, and the
number of participants
will increase in the com-
ing days.

There is no lack of
honesty in our country.”
Video clips were dis-
played on “Vigilance
Awareness” to inspire
the audience present. In
the end there was prize
distribution followed by a
vote of thanks by Dr.
Rishi Ranjan Singh,
Chief Vigilance Officer
(Part-Time), IIT Bhilai.

Golden Jubilee Alumni meet of Chemistry Deptt

Raipur, Nov 07: School
of Studies in Chemistry
under Pt RSU Raipur suc-
cessfully organized its
golden jubilee alumni
meet. In this meet about
150 former students from
1975-2021 were present
and refreshed their gold-
en years in the depart-
ment. With a bang HOD
Dr Kalol Ghosh wel-
comed all the partici-
pants along with senior
professors Prof Manas

Kani Deb, Prof Shams
Parvez, Prof Manish Rai
and Prof Kamlesh
Shrivas. The programme
coordinator Dr
Manmohan Satnami and
Dr Indrapal Karbhal ap-
prised about the achieve-
ments of this 50 years.
The former students re-
membered the contribu-
tions of former profes-

sors which include for-
mer HOD Shiv Gopal
Tandon, Professor Raja
Mishra, Prof Vinay
Gupta, Prf G L Mundra
and others. On this occa-
sion 26 former students of
the department who got
selected on Chhattisgarh
Public  Service
Commission 2021 exami-
nation were separately fe-

licitated in the meet. The
retired professors Prof
Rama Pandey and Prof K
S Patel were honoured
with memento. The for-
mer students from New
Delhi, Noida, Mumbai,
Patna, Ujjain and Madhya
Pradesh were present in
the alumni meet. The pro-
gramme was conducted
by Dr Bhanushree Gupta
and Shubhra Sinha. The
prominent among those
present include former
IAS Officer Narendra
Shukla, former Deputy
Commissioner Excise
Sanjay Parikh, District
Excise Officer
Lakshmikant Gaikwad,
principals Dr Shaliesh
Sharma, Dr Pankaj tam-
rakar, Dr Deepak Sinha
and others. All of them
expressed their views on
this occasion.

Scorpio turns turtle, 3 injured

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07:
In a major accident in
front of Gurukul School
in Kalibadi in the early
morning hours, a speedi-
ly driven Scorpio vehicle
turned turtle after hit-
ting the divider. In this

three persons sitting in-
side the vehicle got in-
jured and have been ad-
mitted in the hospital.

As per reports the
speed of this Scorpio ve-
hicle was so high that it
got badly damaged and
here Sayyed Umer along
with his colleagues was
busy in getting the
Scorpio vehicle removed
from the place using
crane.

Congress will definitely win
Bhanupratapur by-poll: CM

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on his return from tour to
Himachal Pradesh said
that there is air of change
this time in HP and people
of HP are very much en-
thusiastic about the
Chhattisgarh model of de-
velopment. On BJP’s claim
of contesting the by-poll of
Bhanupratapur on reser-
vation issue, Baghel
charged that the very sin
of reservation which got
reduced to20% is the gift of

the BJP.
Speaking to section of

media persons at the
Mana Airport on his re-
turn, CM Baghel said that
it is  his government
which will sort out this
issue. To a delegation of
tribal samaj who visited
him, CM informed that he
has assured them of the
benefit of reservation pro-
vided to them as per the
Constitution of India.

Over the statements
made by the PM Narendra
Modi in HP, CM Baghel
said that the promises
made by BJP in last five
years have not been ful-
filled in Himachal Pradesh
(HP). The ‘double-engine’
government had promised
to construct 69 National
Highways, apart from dou-
bling of income of the
farmers and others. Here
the income of farmers has

not double, rather their ex-
penditure have gone up
manifold, he added.

Speaking further CM
said that the farmers who
were into Apple produc-
tion have handed over
their fields to business-
men and the employees
and officers there are de-
manding Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) and on
which the present govern-
ment is keeping mum.
Further CM said that the
SCs, STs should get reser-
vation in proportion to
their population and as
per the Mandal Aayog re-
port, they should get 27%
reservation. EWS should
get 10% reservation and
the state government is in
its favour.

Speaking about the pro-
posed ‘Hunkar Rally’ by

BJP, CM Baghel said that
in Madhya Pradesh also
the BJP leaders are de-
manding ban on sale of
liquor and apart from
liquor the dry intoxicants
(drugs) which is being sup-
plied from Mundra port is
spreading all over the
country and those who
have been caught there
will face action or not, he
questioned Smriti Irani.
Congress has so far won in
all the by-polls conducted
in last four years and on
BJP’s claims of victory
this time, Baghel said that
he is confident that people
of Bhanupratapur will
favour Congress. The
party had won from
Marwahi and Dantewada
by-poll and in the next by-
poll also Congress will
win, he added.

LAXMAN JHULA

Laxman Jhula on Kharun River has been illuminated with colourful lights and people
are enjoying boat ride even during night hours. 

As party has won
by-polls in
Marwahi,
Dantewada earlier

An air of change
this time in HP

Near Gurukul
School, in Kalibadi

 At RSU Raipur

CM remembers Martyr Nand Kumar Patel 

Raipur, Nov 07: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
paid tribute to former Home Minister Shaheed Nand
Kumar Patel on his birthday which falls on November 8.
Chief Minister Baghel said that Patel had a dream to
take Chhattisgarh to new heights of development. He
was a popular and skilled mass leader. The emptiness
created by his absence will be felt forever in
Chhattisgarh politics.

Higher chances 
of getting infected
due to weak immunity

In the Under-17 
State-level Badminton
Tournament in Korba

Pitch the Peculiar- Hackathon
Conducted at NIT Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Sahyog- The
Mentorship Club conducted a
Hackathon named “Pitch The
Peculiar” on 3rd November
2022. The primary motive
behind the Hackathon was to
stage a platform for the highly
inquisitive minds of the insti-
tute to showcase their prob-
lem-solving skills by present-
ing pragmatic solutions to
some of the most intriguing
issues faced by the students on
the campus. 

A couple of problem state-
ments were shared and partici-
pants were given the liberty to
choose one according to their
niche. Teams of 2-3 partici-
pants were allowed. The
Hackathon concluded in 3
rounds, starting from idea sub-
mission to online mini project
submission to offline project
solutions presentation by top
participants. The winning team
was Team Runtime Error, who
proposed the idea of a face
attendance system using deep
learning. The 1st and the 2nd
runner ups were Team MHP
and Team Elex Code respec-
tively. 

The Hackathon was success-
fully conducted under the guid-
ance of Dr. Ravi Jade, Faculty
In-Charge, Sahyog.

Vivekanand College 
student council takes oath
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Raipur, Nov 07: The nom-
inated student council
members of Vivekanand
College were administered
oath by the college princi-
pal Dr Manoj Mishra at a
function in the seminar
hall of the college on
Monday.

Bhoomi Golcha M Com
III Semester took oath as
president, Leena
Bherwani B Com III as
vice president,
Mohammed Alauddin B
Com III as secretary and
Alfia BBA as joint secre-
tary respectively. In addi-
tion all class representa-
tives were also adminis-
tered oath. Speaking on

this occasion Principal Dr
Mishra reminded them of
their responsibilities and
asked them to discharge
their duties with honesty
and sincerity. Bhoomi
Golcha who took  oath as
president recalled her
struggle to earn a place in
the university merit list
and thanked all the profes-
sors for their contribution
which helped her to find
place in the merit list. The
programmme was con-
ducted by Mrs Shilpi
Lunawat Taunk of the
Management Department.
Student Council in-charge
DR Ashish Dubey of
Commerce Department
declared the conclusion of
programme at the end.

Ranas clinch the inter-set Cookery trophy 2022-23

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: Following the
rich tradition, the Inter Set
Cookery Competition of 2022-
23 was held at Sarangarh
Dining Hall, Rajkumar College,
Raipur (C.G.) from 2pm to 6pm
on 6th Nov., 2022. The contest-
ants from the 4 sets Aryans,
Bikrams, Rajputs and Ranas
showcased their culinary skills
on the theme of this year
“Authentic Delicacies of
Marwar.

All the four sets competed
for the Best Table Set with deli-
cacies of Marwar completed
the Razzmatazz of Rajasthan.
The cynosure of the eye was the
Cookery Trophy. Each of the
sets had 3 teams of 4 cooks

each with a leader. Aryans had
3 teams led by Liesha Ann Jacob
(Team 1), Ananya Sharma
(Team 2) and Tanisha Sharma
(Team 3). Bikrams had 3 teams
led by Jiya Jain (Team 1),
Suman Jain (Team 2) and Arnav
Jain (Team 3). Rajputs had 3
teams led by Kaushiki Pal
(Team 1), Kanak Nandini Singh
(Team 2) and Pavitra Nathani
(Team 3). Ranas had 3 teams
led by Archie Agrawal (Team 1),
Bhumika Navlani (Team 2) and
Megha Agrawal (Team 3).
These 12 teams competed for
the Best Table in the Inter Set
Cookery Competition, 2022-23
and the Trophy was adjudged
on the score of the combined

points of the three teams of the
winning set. Although a non-
competitive section, 3 students
each of the set 4 sets did their
job of decorating the table very
well with the Marwar,
Rajasthan theme commend-
ably. Aryans set’s decorators
were Vidhi Ahuja and Namrata
Mourya led by Divyaraj Shukla.
Bikrams set’s decorators were
Yukta Keswani and Aashi
Agrawal and Akash Agrawal was
leading them. Similarly, Lorita
Ahsan and Aakriti Jain of Rajputs
decorated their table under the
leadership of Nandita Paikra.
Ranas set comprising the deco-
rators Kirat Kaur and Tanmay
Daga were led by Saniya Khan

decorated their respective tables
to complete the decorations of
the 4 sets for the competition.

The judges of the Competition
were Mr. Shivendra Nath Shah
Deo, Vice Principal, MrsChitwan
Singh, Headmistress, Mrs Seema
F. Siddiqui, Asst Headmistress
and Mrs Sunita Bora, Asst
Headmistress.At the end of the
competition, Col. Avinash Singh,
Principal, Rajkumar College,
praised the culinary skills of the
students and remarked that the
best way to reach the heart of a
man is through his stomach.

Megha Agrawal with her team
of 3 other cooks viz. Abhishekh
Agrawal, Sunishka Kumar and
Ananya Bharti of Ranas Set on
table No. 6 was adjudged as Best
Table. The overall position of the
Inter Set Cookery Competition,
2022 was as follows: 1st Ranas
(703 points); 2nd Aryans (683
points); 3rd Bikrams (641
points); 4th Rajputs (621
points). The Late Rani Sahiba
Soudamini Devi of Khandpara
Memorial Inter-Set Cookery
Trophy for the year 2022-23,
presented by Raja Bibhuti
Bhushan Singh Mardraj of
Khandpara went to the Ranas,
informs a press release issued
by Shivendra Nath Shah Deo,
Vice Principal, Rajkumar
College, Raipur (C.G.).

International webinar on Gender
Sensitization held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 07:
Chhattisgarh Educational
Social and Cultural
Organisation (CESCO),
Raipur (C.G.), in collabora-
tion with Columbia
College, Raipur (C.G.) and
Sandipani College,
Achhoti, Durg (C.G.) or-
ganised an international
webinar on the topic
“Creating Conscious
about Gender
Sensitization: Equity not
Equality”. The aim of the
webinar was to sensitize
people towards gender
consciousness as well as to
develop knowledge, skills,
values and attitude to-
wards gender equity.

In this International we-
binar eminent resource
persons like Prof.
Hrushikesh Senapaty,

Former Director, NCERT,
New Delhi, Mr. Tanumoy
Kumar Ghosh, Assistant
Professor, Faculty of Law,
The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda and
Dr. Tariq Ramadan,
Emeritus Professor,
Oxford University were in-
vited as the keynote speak-
ers while Dr. K. L. Verma,
Vice-Chancellor, Pt.
Ravishankar Shukla
University was invited as
the chief guest.

The webinar was co-or-
dinated by Dr. Abha
Dubey, Advisor Sandipani
Academy, Mr. Ojas Dubey,
Founder, The Universal
Talks and Dhawal
Tripathi. The webinar
begun with the welcome
speech by Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey, Principal,
Columbia College and
Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary, Janpragti
Education Society in
which they focused on the

necessity of creating
awareness on gender sen-
sitization.

In this three session we-
binar eminent resource
persons shared their valu-
able thoughts on the con-
cept of gender equity.
They addressed that
awareness on gender equi-
ty can only change the atti-
tude, behaviour and belief
towards gender equity and
equality. They also said
that discussion, talks, sem-
inars on gender awareness
can generate favourable at-
mosphere towards creat-
ing a gender sensitize soci-
ety. The webinar was fol-
lowed by a lively interac-
tive session and was ended
with the vote of thanks by
Dr. Sandhya Pujari, HOD,
Sandipani Academy.
Around 30 participants at-
tended the webinar
through the Zoom plat-
form while hundreds of
participants have joined
through the live streamed
YouTube channel making
the programme a great
success.

HNLU launches the CLAT
outreach prog in Ch’garh
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Raipur, Nov 07:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU)
has launched an
Outreach Programme on
behalf of the CLAT
Consortium to spread
awareness amongst the
school community based
out of Raipur, Bhilai and
Bilaspur regarding legal
education and career
prospects in law. The out-
reach programme that
targets the students of
Class XI and Class XII,
the prospective student
group appearing for the
Common Law Admission
Test (CLAT) aims to edu-
cate students on Law as a
profession and the di-
verse career avenues at-
tached to the same.

Towards this end, the
programme also apprises
the students about legal

education, its benefits
and the structure of legal
education in India, the
public, private and the
national law universities
which are offering legal
education and further
guides the students on
the CLAT exam which is
the only exam through
which a student can be
selected to get admitted
to a National Law
University.

This initiative has
been the brainchild of
the  Consortium of
National Law
Universities who intend
to create awareness
about Law as a lucrative
career option and more
particularly on the pat-
tern of Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT)
which is a competitive
examination conducted
towards admissions
across 22 National Law

Universities located
across the country.

HNLU has undertaken
this initiative for the
state of Chhattisgarh
and the first programme
was conducted by a team
comprising of Dr.
Balwinder Kaur and
Jeevan Sagar, Assistant
Professors and coordinat-
ed by Anita Singh, HNLU
coordinator for
Consortium of NLUs. As
part of the programme
three students of HNLU
visited Krishna Public
School (KPS) in Naya
Raipur for the inaugural
session. HNLU will be
reaching out to a maxi-
mum number of govern-
ment and private schools,
in person, by poster cam-
paign and multimedia
campaign in order to en-
sure that the  programme
gets maximum coverage
in Chhattisgarh.

The Vice Chancellor,
HNLU, Prof. Dr. VC
Vivekanandan while
speaking on this novel
initiative  said  “This out-
reach is aimed at sensiti-
zation and dissemination
to bright young students
on the legal avenues  and
also will help the margin-
alized and deprived sec-
tions to understand the
opportunities in legal
field especially with
HNLU Means and Merit
Scholarship introduced
from 2023.”

Discussion on implementation of Juvenile
Justice Act 2015, POCSO Act 2012 

Raipur, Nov 07: For the
first time, the District
Juvenile Justice Boards,
heads of child welfare com-
mittees, District Legal
Services Authorities and
the District Child
Protection Units came to-
gether to discuss imple-
mentation of Juvenile
Justice Act (Care and
Protection of Children)
2015 and POCSO Act
(Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act)
2012 and their provisions at
first quarterly review
meeting cum workshop or-
ganized by the Child
Protection Commission at
Naya Raipur Road hotel
today. All these institu-
tions came together on the
initiative of Chhattisgarh
State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,
UNICEF and the Legal
Services Authority.

Chhattisgarh High
Court Judge and Executive
Chairman of Chhattisgarh

State Legal Services
Authority Gautam
Bhaduri, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh State Child
Protection Commission
Tejkunwar Netam,
UNICEF State Chief Job
Zakaria, IG Police Dr
Sanjeev Shukla and
Women and Child
Development Department
Special Secretary, Poshan
Chandrakar were also
present.

During the discussion,

necessary suggestions
were given for disposal of
pending cases. The judges
and officials made several
suggestions like direct flow
of budget, video conferenc-
ing facility in the Juvenile
Justice Board, timely sub-
mission of challans by the
police, non-disclosure of
the identity of the victim,
etc. to protect the interests
of children.

Mrs Tejkunwar Netam
said that children should

be given their full rights.
According to her safety, ed-
ucation and nutrition are
the rights of every child.
The state government has
made arrangements for the
safety and nutrition of
children, but for this the so-
ciety will also have to come
forward, she said, adding
that safety of girls should
be priority. She requested
the Judge Bhaduri to con-
trol the increasing mobile
and drug addiction among

the children.
Justice Bhaduri appreci-

ated the Child Protection
Commission for bringing
together all the concerned
institutions and units
working for the cause of
children and congratulated
them for the event. Laws
have been made by the gov-
ernment but its benefits
should also reach the peo-
ple, he said. Earlier, moti-
vational books of moral
stories were in the hands of
children but now mobile
has taken its place, he said,
adding that ill effects of
mobile have to be stopped.
He asked the judges and
the officials concerned to
move ahead and devise
new avenues to solve the
problems of the people. Job
Zakaria stressed the need
for collective effort to se-
cure the rights of children.
For this a change in behav-
ior and thinking is neces-
sary, he said. In the second
session of the meeting, dis-
trict-wise review of pend-
ing cases in the Juvenile
Justice Boards of the dis-
tricts was done. Judicial
Officers, officers of
District Legal Services
Authorities, Special
Juvenile Police Units and
Child Welfare Committees
presented the reports of
their districts and in-
formed about the cases re-
lated to children.

NTPC Raising Day celebrated at Lara

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: The 48th
Raising Day of NTPC Limited was
celebrated enthusiastically at
NTPC Lara on 7th November
2022. The NTPC flag was
unfurled by Diwakar Kaushik,
BUH (NTPC Lara) followed by
reciting of NTPC Geet by all
employees. Kaushik addressed
the gathering, highlighting the
various milestones that NTPC
and Lara station achieved recent-
ly. He also expressed his happi-
ness by proactive effort of all
employees to achieve better gen-
eration parameters by their con-
sistent effort. Kaushik thanked
all employees for achieving 100
percent availability in the month
of October 2022 and highest
monthly DC of 103.95% amongst
NTPC stations. On this occasion a
cake-cutting ceremony was
organized. All General Managers
Head of Departments, Additional

General Managers, representa-
tives of unions and associations
were present on this occasion.

Programme was conducted by
Diwakar Kaushik in the presence
of all General Managers, Head of
Departments, Additional General
Managers, representatives of
unions and associations.

Just after completion of rais-
ing day ceremony at station, all
employees witnessed the
address of Gurdeep Singh, CMD,
NTPC Limited to all employees. 

It is pertinent to mention that
NTPC Limited, the largest power
utility of India formed on 7th
November 1975 to meet the
power demand of country. In the
journey of 47 years NTPC has
become a company of 70254
megawatt with the presence of
entire value chain of power pro-
duction, distribution, consultan-
cy and coal mining. 

Bastar IG administered oath
to the new constables 

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077:: In the 38th
Passing-out-Parade ceremony
of the new constables, Bastar
IG Sundarraj P, after inspect-
ing the parade, administered
an oath to the new constables
to serve the country and soci-
ety honestly and faithfully.
The new constables who per-
formed excellently during the
training were rewarded by the
Bastar IG. For the last 10
months, 40 new constables of
different corps of
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
have been imparted training
in subjects like law and order,
police and society, police pro-
cedure, map reading, PT
parade, yoga, drill, skillful
handling of weapons etc. has
been thoroughly skilled.
Bastar IG Sundarraj P.  said
that the new constables
involved in the passing-out
parade were exhorted to work
dedicatedly for discharging

their duties, protecting the
life and property of the pub-
lic, law and peace and pro-
tecting the integrity and unity
of the nation. Congratulating
all the new constables for
successfully completing the
training, IG wished them all
the best for their bright
future.

It is noteworthy that after
the establishment of Police
Training School Lalbagh
Jagdalpur in the year 1993,
38th basic training has been
conducted till date and a total
of 6302 new constables have
been trained.

Inspector General of Police,
Bastar Range Sundarraj P.,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces B.S. Dhruv, Fighter
Police Training School
Lalbagh, Jagdalpur MR.
Mandavi and other officers
and jawans were present.

Illegal felling of trees and corruption in 
construction works be investigated: Shukla

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  0077::  Senior
Congress leader of Bastar and
State Congress Working
Committee member Pt.
Umashankar Shukla has made
serious allegations regarding
illegal felling of trees in the
name of pruning in the forest
area Bakwand and corruption
rampant in the construction
works. He raised demand from t
the state government to con-
duct inquiry into the illegal
felling of trees in the Bakavand
Forest Range and should also
investigate all the construction
works under the supervision of
the Forest Range Officer and
action against the Forest Range
Officer.

He charged that illegal
felling of trees of valuable
species is going on in full swing
under the guise of pruning the
dried branches of trees in the
forests of Junavani, Jhar
Umargaon, Ulnar, Kosmi etc.
Forest Range Officer Rajkumar
Dhruv and other senior person-
nel are working in connivance.
Under the protection of this
officer, the wood mafia is rapid-

ly destroying the forests.
Ranger Rajkumar Dhruv is
ignoring the complaint of
Panchayat representatives and
office bearers of forest protec-
tion committees. Forests are
being turned into empty fields
and people have also started
illegally occupying this vacant
land.

Senior Congress leader Pt.
Umashankar Shukla has
expressed deep concern and
expressed anguish over the
destruction of forests. Shukla

has said that Bastar, which was
once covered with dense
forests, is becoming devoid of
trees due to the selfish desire of
the officials. The departmental
officers are bent on destroying
the forests by colluding with
timber mafia and smugglers.
Heavy damage is also being
done to the environment. Pt.
Umashankar Shukla justified
the concern of the sarpanch
and the villagers regarding this
illegal harvesting and the dam-
age being caused to the envi-

ronment and said that now the
people of Bastar have become
aware, so the officials should
refrain from doing arbitrary.

Pt. Umashankar Shukla has
expressed strong displeasure
over the irregularities being
done by Ranger Rajkumar
Dhruv in various construction
works related to religious
places and department. He said
that a few days back, com-
plaints of gross irregularities in
the embankment work being
carried out by the Central
CAMPA for the protection of the
forests of Jharumargaon and
Asana forest, the Gram
Panchayat of Bakwand Forest
Range, had come to the fore.
Before this, the Ranger has
been accused of corruption in
Devgudi maintenance work in
Ektaguda Para of village Kosmi.
Pt Shukla has said that Ranger
Rajkumar Dhruv is working to
tarnish the image of the
Congress government. Strict
action should be taken against
such corrupt officer. Pt.
Umashankar Shukla said that
he would send a letter to the
state government and raise the
demand for setting up an
inquiry against the Ranger and
taking strict action.
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Columbia College,
Sandipani College,
Durg

New initiative for pro-
tection of child rights

Juvenile Justice Boards,
Child Welfare
Committees, Legal
Services Authorities
and District Child
Protection Units come
together

 In the forest zone
Bakwand 
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KKhhaarroorraa,,  NNoovv  0077::  'Acharya
Vyatitva Vikas Varg' was held at
Saraswati Shishu Mandir HS
School, Kharora here on
Sunday. First the Principal
Ashwini Patkar and Acharya
Mul Shankar Manhare lighted
traditional 'Deepak' before
photo of Goddess Saraswati,

'Om' and 'Bharat Mata'. 
In the first session, Principal

imparted training on how to
make teacher aiding materials
and its  usage in education. In
the second phase, information
was given on why to have and
how to have Parent-Teacher
contact for overall development
of students of SSM. 

Parent's contact scheme
under Shishu Mandir Yojana
was termed as its backbone, as
on contacting one's parents, the

distance between students and
teachers gets reduced and it
also established positive confi-

dence in the minds of parents. 
In the third phase, physical

training was imparted and in

this 'Samta Vartan Vayayam
Yog' and 'Yogasan' was done.  In
the same way, information was
given about the second Parent
contact Yojana for 'Acharya ke
Vikas se he Bhaiya, behano ka
Vikas'. 

In this programme, all the
Acharyas and 'didis' of SSM
were present and this conclud-
ed with the 'Sanghatan
Mantra', informs Training head
Seema Pansari (didi) in a press
release.

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Nov 07: 'Matri
Sammelan' was organised
in the Saraswati Shishu
Mandir (SSM) Rajim run
by Shri Kuleshwar Nath
Bal Kalyan Samiti (SKN-
BKS) an in this chief guest
was Puja Bansal SDM
Rajim and Sandhya
Sharma Principal Shri
Harihar Govt Best School
Navapara was also pres-
ent.

In this programme the
mothers of students of
Class 1 to 5 took part and
under this musical chair,
'bindi lagaon', 'deepak
jalao' and other such com-
petitions were organised.

In the musical chair

competition, Menka Sahu
came first; Pushpa in
'Bindi Lagao', Nageshwari
Sahu came first in the
'Mombatti Jalao' competi-
tion. Apart from this dis-
cussiosn were held for
overall development of

students of SSM.
Ajay Sahu in his address

said that mothers hold the
topmost place ini this
world. Ms Chhaya Rahi
said that one gets success
only after putting in hard
work with commitment

and therefore one should
always strive for the same.

In this programme SKN-
BKS President Raghoba
Mahadik, organiser Ajay
Sahu, treasurer
Ramkumar Goswami,
Shivkumar Singh Thakur,

Kaluram Dhruv, Chhaya
Rahi, Palak Samiti mem-
ber JL Sahu, Yogesh
Shukla, Principal, GR
Choudhary head master
and Namds Lahare,
Roshan Shukla and Anil
Sahu were present.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 07:
Apart from studies in
'Roots to Roots', training
and motivation on art &
culture (through online

and physical workshop)
has been started and
which follows the NEP-
2020. This was started in
'Roots to Roots' after the
pandemic.

It is by covering vari-
ous Central Schools and
JNVs and government
that physical workshops
are being organised in

different cities and
under this an artists
from Central School
Dongargarh viz. Pranav
Kumar organised a pro-
gramme on Hindustani
Classical singing, so
that the students can be
caught the intricacies of
Indian Classical
singing.

This workshop was or-
ganised in the presence
of Principal J Prasad
and in this apart from
students, all the employ-
ees of the institution
also took part.

It is notable here that
'Roots to Roots' is an
NGO working in the
field of exchange of art

& culture of India with
foreign countries and in
India and is working to
create peace through
cultural exchanges.

This NGO is involved
in 'Exchange for Change'
and in this total of 31
schools are linked and it
teaches to more than
20000 students.

District President CSF forms new body

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 06:
The District President
Chhattisgarh Shikshak
Federation (CSF) Ramesh
Sahu informed that he has
appointed new office bear-
ers of CSF Dongargarh
and under this District
convener is Omprakash
Sahu, Mohan Lal Komare,
LP Singh, Atul Yadu. The
Vice Presidents are-
Bandish Nempande, BL
Sahu, Moman Sahu, NK
Sahu. The media in-charge
are Amitesh Dufare,
Soneshri Patil. The secre-
taries is Bhagwani Ram
Kanouje.

For post of general sec-

retary- Mukesh
Dewangan, DK Sahu,
Chetan Dubey, JK Hirwani
and for post of
'Mahamantri'-  Amrut Das
Sahu, Rajkumar Thakur,
Srikant Vaishnav, Gopal
Sahu have been elected.
For post of spokesman
Ameen Qureshi,
Treasurer- Rajesh
D e w a n g a n ,
Organisational Secy-
Nehatram Sonkar, BK
Yadav, SP Sharma, Vijay
Barai; for post of Jt.Secy-
Krishnarao Dekate,
Makhan Ratre, Prahlad
Dewangan, Gajanand
Patil, organisationl secy-
Mohanlal Sahu, LS Sahu,
Puneet Ram Sahu, Puran
Kothari, Asst. Secy-
Suryakant Thakur,
Khilwan Thakur, YK

Sahu, RK Sahu have been
appointed.

As chief advisor-
Bhuneshwar Sen, TL
Nishad, Bhekaj Sahu,
Mahendra Deshlare; Legal
Advisors- Suhash Randive,
as working committee
members are - Mukesh
Chandravanshi, HD
Manikpuri, Heeralal
Shabar, Mukesh Nayak,
Akhilesh Sinha, Kishore
Bharti, Mahendra Gadhe,
Sonhan Sahu, Sewa
Verma, Basant Sahu,
Tuleshwar Sahu, Kirtan
Thakur, Dinaram Sonkar,
Vidhyabhushan Sonkar,
Priyanka Nagdeve,
Khilesh Sahu, Sarita
Verma, Seema Verma,
Anju Sahu, Sharda Sinha,
Manish Deshlahre, Durga
Uike have been appointed.

Police putting radium strips
in the necks of stray cattle

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 07: In view of
the road accidents taking
place in GPM district, the
GPM police are putting ra-
dium strips on the neck of
stray cattle moving on the
roads and trying to reduce
such accidents.

During night hours gen-
erally the stray cattle sit-
ting on the road are not
visible and with radium
strips in their neck they
can be easily spotted and
can avoid accidents.

For this complying with

orders by GPM SP U Uday
Kiran, TI Pendra
Dharamnarayan Tiwari
and staff immediately im-
plemented it and have
started the work of put-

ting radium strips in the
necks of stray cattle, so as
to reduce road accidents
and this particular initia-
tive on part of the GPM
police.

Five killed in separate road accidents
Central Chronicle News

Korba/Mahasamund,
Nov 07: Five persons were
killed in separate road ac-
cidents in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi and
Mahasamund districts ,
police said on Monday.

Three persons died after
their motorcycle rammed
into a stationary container
vehicle on Kotmi Road,
under Pendra police sta-
tion limits in Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district,
on Sunday night, an offi-
cial said. The accident
took place around 110 km
from Korba district, it was
stated.

The victims Subham
Manikpuri (22), Suraj
Prajapati (23) and Basant

Prajapati alias Chintu (26),
were residents of Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, he said.

The trio was heading to-
wards Pendra when their
two-wheeler hit the con-
tainer vehicle and they
died on the spot, the offi-

cial said.
In another accident, two

men were killed when
their car hit a tree under
Kotwali police station lim-
its in Mahasamund dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. The victims Vikas

alias Chotu Sahu (21) and
Aryan Mishra (22) were
travelling from Ghodari
when their speeding car
hit a tree on the side of the
road, an official said,
adding that the duo were
killed on the spot.
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p To reduce road 
accidents

p Of CSF Dongargarh

p In ‘Roots to Roots’ 
at KV Dongargarh

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Nov 07:
District Police has seized
3600 pieces of banned cap-
sules and psychotropic
drugs in possession of a
person travelling in a bus
coming from Maharashtra
in Gram Narayangarh of
Gram Lalbahadur Nagar
road in Chichola area here
on Sunday. The cost of this
banned capsule is Rs 23400
and the police has seized

the entire lot.
As per instructions by

the SP PK Thakur, mas-
sive drive has been
launched to put a check on
smuggling of drugs and
psychotropic drugs,
banned cough syrups and
capsules and is getting
huge success.

It was in one such drive
by TI Chichola thana
Chetan Singh Chandrakar
that the police checked a
person alighting from a
bus near Gram
Narayangarh coming from
Maharashtra as per tip
from an informer and
found that he is waiting to

catch a bus to Durg.
The accused Thakur

Ram Patel S/o Late
Mekhlal Patel, (24 yrs),
R/o Station Marouda,
Thana Navai, Durg was
gheraoed and nabbed by
the police and banned 3600
capsules pieces worth Rs
23,400 and cash of Rs 300
was seized from his pos-
session.

Action was taken under
section 31 (C) of NDPS
Act. On inquiry, he in-
formed that he brought
the drugs from Devari of
Maharashtra and was try-
ing to sell it in Durg-
Bhilai.

p From Narayangarh
village

JDKS Diwali
Milan today

Rajim, Nov 07: Diwali
Milan and 'Kavi
Sammelan' by Jila Ujjwal
Divyang Kalyan Sangh
(JUDKS) will be held on
Nov 8 and in this pro-
gramme chief guest will
be Rohit Sahu, District
Panchayat member and it
will be chaired by
Chandrashekhar Sahu,
District Panchayat mem-
ber. Special guests on the
occasion will be
Bhuneshwar Sahu V-P
Pradesh Sahu Sangh,
Roopsing Sahu social
worker, Doman Sahu
President Sarpanch
Sangh, Praveen Sahu
Sachiv Sangh, Ishwari
Sahu ex-Jt. Secy.PSS, in-
forms president JDKS
Jageshwar Sahu in a press
release.

One nabbed with banned
capsules worth Rs 23,400

Hindustani Classical Vocal workshop held

‘Matri Sammelan’ held at SSM

PWD not getting 20 mts
patch madcadamized!

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Nov 07: The 20 mt
patch of road at Kotami
Sakola bus-stand is in bad
shape mainly due to patch-
work and repair work by
PWD earlier just using soil
and murrum and which
after the rains has once
again started causing huge
cloud of dust and posing
health related problems to
the denizens of city.

Actually from Kotami-
Sakola there is direct bus
service to Korba, Katghora,
A m b i k a p u r ,
Manendragarh, Chirmiri,
Bilaspur, Shahdol,
Praygraj and other places
and in addition to there is
movement of 300 and
above coal laden hywa and

trollies from Rani Atani
Coallery and driven at high
speed. Due to this entire
bus stand areas get en-
veloped in layer of dust
and it has come to its peak
after the rains, posing mas-
sive problems to the people.

There is hardly require-
ment of 20 mts road at Bus
Stand Kotami which will
solve the problem and it is
still beyond one's under-
standing as to whose sanc-
tion or permission PWD is
waiting for to carry out
such a small patch-work of
tarred road?

Not that the PWD is not
aware of this situation and
what is surprising that the
officers from the depart-
ment are daily traversing
on this road and are facing

bellows of dust and still
not solving the problem! 

Set aside the customers
visiting the bus-stand in
Kotami, even the shopkeep-
ers there are in trouble and
all are fighting to take
fresh breath once the road
construction is done. Set
aside this if one any Hywa
or coal laden big truck
passes, it just leaves entire
area in darkness due to
dust cloud and it takes lot
of times for atmosphere to
get clear.

So demand for tarred
road construction on 20
mts from Kotami bus stand
is what just the denizens of
the region are demanding
and would be big sigh of re-
lief for many once it is
completed earliest.

p In SSM Kharora

Training on personality development of ‘Acharyas’ held

Denizens facing cloud of dust daily at Kotami Bus Stand

Seven 
gamblers
nabbed

Ambagarh, Nov 07:
It was on tip from an
informer that
Manpur police con-
ducted raid and
nabbed 7 gamblers
while gambling in
Gram Thalitola.

The seven accused
nabbed are-
Bhanuram Rana,
Dulesh Nirmalkar,
Mukesh Nirmalkar,
Mannu Ram, and oth-
ers and cash of Rs
1260 and pack of
cards were  seized
from their posses-
sion. In this Asst.

SI Kartik Ram
Chandravanshi and
constables played an
important role.
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‘Power is centralized in Rajasthan’
Jaipur, Nov 07: Rajasthan
minister Rajendra Gudha,
now considered close to for-
mer deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot, on Monday
said power is centralized in
the state and one has to go
to the chief minister’s office
even for the transfer of a
constable.

Gudha, the minister of
state for soldiers’ welfare,
made the remarks while re-
acting to the point made re-
cently by food and civil
supplies minister Pratap
Singh Khachariawas that

ministers should have the
right to write annual confi-
dential reports (ACR) of
IAS officers. Gudha, one of

the six BSP-turned-
Congress MLAs, was in the
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot’s camp but he
switched sides in
September and gave state-
ments in support of mak-
ing Pilot the next chief
minister when Gehlot was
in the race for Congress
president. “The question
(about writing ACR of IAS
officers) was raised by
Pratap Singh
Khachariawas and since
then there has been a dis-
cussion on this matter.

Mysterious 15th-century rock 
carvings dot Kalajhari Hills 

Devtamura (Tripura), Nov 07 (PTI) 

Devtamura, a nonde-
script place in Tripura
where panels of 15th-cen-
tury rock carvings exist on
the steep slopes of a hill
along the banks of the
Gomati river, is poised to
welcome tourists, thanks
to an initiative of the state
government.

The carvings have 37
sculptures of Hindu
deities like Shiva,
Ganesha, Kartikeya,
Mahisasur Mardini, and
Durga on the Kalajhari
Hills.

It is not known who
carved the figures of gods
and goddesses in this re-
mote place inhabited by
Jamatiya and Reang
tribes.

The chiselled wonder
also known as Chabimura,
75 km from the state capi-
tal Agartala, had been
pushed to obscurity by
decades-old insurgency
and a lack of proper infra-
structures like roads and
accommodation facilities.

State Tourism minister
Pranajit Singha Roy said
the tourism infrastructure
of the state is being devel-
oped so that footfalls of
visitors increase to the ar-
chaeological site at
Devtamura.

“Tourism brings togeth-
er different cultures and
creates good people-to-peo-
ple relationships. We are
attaching maximum im-
portance to this sector and
creating more infrastruc-
ture to increase footfalls of
tourists”, he said.

The state is witnessing a
steady rise in the number
of tourists after the coron-
avirus pandemic, the min-
ister said.

The complete stretch of
12 km between Amarpur, a
sub-divisional town, to
Devtamura in the Gomati

district was recently
widened, a tourist lodge
was constructed and a
boating facility was intro-
duced to attract more visi-
tors, Singha Roy said.

One can reach the banks
of the Gomati river in a
car and then undertake
the rest of the journey by
boat.

Historian Jahar
Acharjee, who studied the
carvings for his article on
rock-cut sculpture, wrote
that available evidence
suggests that some sol-
diers, who were hiding in
the area during a Muslim
attack in the 15th century,
had made them.

However, writer Panna
Lal Roy, who also studied
the sculptures, contradict-
ed Acharjee’s contention,
saying “there is no histori-
cal evidence to support it
and that it needs more re-
search to find the creators’
‘. In ‘Rajmala’, a historical
chronicle of Tripura, it
was mentioned that the
local Reang tribes, who re-
belled against the
Manikya kings, named the
place Devtamura.

The tribes later became
loyal to the Mankiya
kings, Roy said.

The area also deserves
to find a place in the
tourists’ diary for its lush
green vegetation dotted
with beautiful bamboo-
straw huts of tribals.

PM pays tributes to Tamil writer Valliappa 

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Monday paid tributes
to Azha. Valliappa, a Tamil
writer, feted for his literary
work for children, on his
100th birth anniversary.

His (Tamil writer) efforts
continue to inspire several
people in today’s era, Modi
said.

The Prime Minister tweet-
ed: “I pay homage to Azha.
Valliappa on his birth cente-
nary. He is not only remem-
bered for his outstanding
writing and poetry but also
for his efforts to popularise
history, culture, and litera-
ture among children. His ef-
forts continue to inspire sev-
eral people in today’s era.”
Born in Rayavaram in
Pudukottai district of Tamil
Nadu, Azha. Valliappa

(November 7, 1922 March 16,
1989) was a prominent chil-
dren’s poet. He started writ-
ing poems from the age of 13.

He is hailed as the father
of Tamil children’s litera-
ture and has authored over a
1,000 poems and more than
55 books. He devoted his
writing skills to creating
children’s literature and was
instrumental in the develop-
ment and growth of many
children-writers. He founded
the Children’s Writers’
Association in 1950 to bring
together writers for chil-
dren. He was the editor-in-
chief of five children’s maga-
zines for over 16 years. After
a stint in Shakti, a magazine,
he joined Indian Bank. He
started writing poems and
essays while working at the
bank and continued to write
even after his retirement
from the bank in November
1982.

This prolific writer was

honorary editor of Balar
Malar, Damaram, Sanghu,
Pooncholai and Gokulam
newspapers and magazines.
He was conferred the titles of
“Pillai Kaviarasu” and
“Mazalai Kavi Chemmal” by
various organisations.

He is popularly known as
Kuzhanthai Kavignar (chiel-
dren’s poet) and was said to
have conveyed philosophical
ideas for children through
simple rhymes. Valliappa’s
first collection of 23 poems
“Malarum Ullam” was pub-
lished in 1944 and “Sirikkum
Pookal” is the second vol-
ume. In 1982, the Madurai
Kamaraj University con-
ferred the title of “Tamil
Pervaich Chemmal” on him

“Azha Valliappa’s litera-
ture for children integrated
spirituality, ahimsa and pa-
triotism and it is our duty to
take his work across our na-
tion,” said BJP State chief K
Annamalai.

‘CBI among agencies exempt from RTI purview’
Kochi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

The Kerala High Court
has held that the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) was exempted from
furnishing information
under the Right to
Information Act (RTI) as
CBI is one of several intel-
ligence and security agen-
cies which have been ex-
empted from the purview
of the transparency law.

The October 31 ruling by
a Bench of Chief Justice S
Manikumar and Justice
Shaji P Chaly came on a
plea moved by a retired as-
sistant commissioner of
Central Excise and
Customs against a single-
judge decision upholding
the Central Information
Commission’s order de-
clining his request under
RTI for a CBI enquiry re-
port on some Customs offi-
cials. The appellant-peti-

tioner contended that he
needed the report to prove
his innocence in a case
lodged against him alleg-
ing that in 2012 while
clearing certain sundry
goods baggage of NRI
labourers, proper assess-
ment was not done by him
for monetary benefits.

He was working in the
unaccompanied baggage
section, Air Cargo,
Trivandrum, at that time.

The case lodged against
him by one of the Customs
officials is pending before
the Special Judge,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The appellant claimed
that while the allegations
were made against all
Customs officials working
at the airport, however, an
officer of CBI’s Anti
Corruption Bureau “with
ulterior/corrupt motives,
manipulated the state-
ments under Section 161 of

Cr.P.C of three passengers
as prosecution version
and department version”
and based on the same
managed exemption from
prosecution for two in-
spectors.

The appellant claimed
also that he had submitted
a complaint before the di-
rector, CBI, for an enquiry
against the Investigating
Officer of the case and the
same was ordered and
completed and a report
submitted.

But, when he sought the
enquiry report to prove
his innocence, the same
was not provided to him.

CBI, represented by
Deputy Solicitor General
Manu S, said the informa-
tion sought by the appel-
lant comes under one of
the exempted categories
provided under section 8
of the RTI Act and, there-
fore, the agency was privi-

leged to withhold informa-
tion by virtue of the pro-
tection granted under sec-
tion 24 of the Act.

He contended that the
appellant was not entitled
to seek discharge from the
case against him by rely-
ing upon a third party doc-
ument.

The Bench, after hear-
ing both sides, said the
CBI was one of the agen-
cies included in the second
schedule of the RTI Act
which contains a list of se-
curity and intelligence
agencies exempted from
purview of the trans-
parency law.

“Therefore, it can be
seen that once CBI is in-
cluded in the second
schedule in contemplation
of section 24 of the Act,
the said organisation is
not liable to furnish any
information,” the Bench
said.

CHHAWALA GANGRAPE-MURDER

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Monday acquitted three
men sentenced to death
for the gangrape and mur-
der of a 19-year-old
woman in Delhi’s
Chhawla area in 2012.

The three men are ac-
cused of abducting, gan-
graping and brutally
killing the woman in
February 2012. Her muti-
lated body was found
three days after she was
abducted.

In 2014, a trial court
awarded death penalty to

the three accused,
terming the case “rarest-
of-rare”.

The judgment was later
upheld by the Delhi High
Court. According to the
prosecution, the woman
worked in Gurgaon’s
Cyber City area and be-
longed to Uttarakhand.
She was returning from
her workplace and was
near her home when the
three men abducted her in
a car. When she didn’t re-
turn home, her parents
lodged a missing person
report, the prosecution
said, adding that the

woman’s mutilated and
decomposing body was
found in a village in
Rewari, Haryana.

The police found multi-
ple injuries on the
woman’s body. Further in-
vestigation and autopsy
revealed she was attacked
with car tools, glass bot-
tles, metal objects, and
other weapons. She was
also raped, they said.

Police arrested the
three men involved in the
crime and said one of the
accused allegedly took re-
venge after the woman
turned down his proposal.

‘AAP and BJP same team’
Ahmedabad, Nov 07 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections,
Congress leader Kanhaiya
Kumar has claimed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) are the same
team with one following
the other.

In an interview with
PTI, Kumar also said the
BJP is an ideological and
cadre-based party and the
Congress is its only natu-
ral opponent which can
provide an alternate ideol-
ogy in the country.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP has been trying to
project itself as the BJP’s
main contender in the
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions.

The state polls will be
held in two phases on
December 1 and 5 and the
counting of votes will be
taken up on December 8.

Kumar said the percep-
tion in the country is
“what Gujarat thinks
today, India thinks tomor-
row.”

“Many new things start
from here (Gujarat). We
hope there will be a politi-
cal messaging from here. If
people are happy with the
BJP, let them choose it, but
if people want a change
then they will give a
chance to the Congress, I
hope so,” the former JNU
student leader said.

Gujarat can give a “mile-
stone” result in the 2022
Assembly elections, added

Kumar, who was in the
BJP-ruled state last week
to participate in the
Congress’s ‘Parivartan
Sankalp Yatra’.

“The BJP realised in
2017 that it would not win
the next Gujarat elections,
so it has brought the AAP
here. There is no question
of A and B team, the BJP
and AAP are the same
team. One is following the
other,” he claimed.

“When (Prime
Minister) Modi and
Kejriwal have the same
dreams, what is the ideo-
logical difference between
them? Amidst the politics
of hate, violence and po-
larisation, you want to do
your politics by remain-
ing mum on it, so where is
the ideological differ-
ence?” said Kumar, who
was in the Communist
Party of India (CPI) be-
fore joining the Congress
last year.

Kumar is of the firm
opinion that the Congress
need not budge an inch

from its core ideology as
the present surge in
favour of the BJP will
subside soon and people
will realise that to go on
the path of religious divi-
sion is not the right way
for the nation.

The Congress leader
also said that with the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in
which he is also partici-
pating, the negative per-
ception about Rahul
Gandhi created by the op-
ponents is going away.

“The BJP is an ideolog-
ical and cadre-based
party. We have to under-
stand that if a party is
not ideological or cadre-
based it cannot challenge
the BJP in India, it can-
not be an alternative to
the BJP,” Kumar said.

“The Congress is the
natural opponent of the
BJP in the country. The
Congress is the only
party which has taken
power back from the BJP
in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh,” he said to
a question on the likeli-
hood of the AAP eating
into the Congress votes in
a three-cornered contest
in Gujarat.

What happened in the
recent elections in Goa
and Uttarakhand? The
BJP benefitted due to the
division of votes, he said.

In Goa, anti-incumben-
cy against the chief min-
ister was very high, but
they (BJP) won, he said.

“In Uttarakhand, we

managed to defeat the
chief minister but even
then we lost,” Kumar
noted.

“One idea of India is
the Congress’s idea
where it wants to take
every section of society
forward. The spirit of the
Constitution says the
vote of Ambani and his
driver has the same
value. But, the idea of
India of the BJP is to loot
the driver’s wealth and
bring it to the safe deposit
vault of Ambani,” he
claimed.

Kumar said that only
the Congress give an alter-
nate ideology in the coun-
try.

“The Congress need not
budge a bit from its core
ideology, even though the
party may face chal-
lenges. The BJP’s surge is
temporary and when peo-
ple will realise that we
cannot live on Hindu-
Muslim politics forever,
they will soon return to
the basic issues of unem-
ployment, price rise, and
will shun that party,” he
said. Kumar said he is
part of the ongoing
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, led by
senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, from day
one and that they they
walk for 20 to 25 kms in a
day. “This is a unique ex-
perience, what impact the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ will
have on elections is a
thing of future, but it does
have an impact on your
emotions,” he said.

RELIGIOUS TRADITION

Devotees cover Yamuna river with sarees during ‘Chunari Manorath’ on the 
occasion of ‘Kartik Purnima’, in Mathura, Monday.

GURU PARV PREPARATION

People from the Sikh community prepare ‘langar’ for the birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev, in Kanpur, Monday, 

BRIEF

Last rites 
 Itanagar: The last

rites of sitting BJP
MLA Jambey Tashi
was performed at
Muyu village in
Arunachal Pradesh on
Monday. Thousands of
people from across the
state, including Chief
Minister Pema
Khandu, Deputy Chief
Minister Chowna
Mein, Speaker
Passang Dorjee Sona,
ministers and MLAs,
attended the last rites
of the MLA near his
residence at Muyu vil-
lage.

Seized 
 Jamshedpur: A

woman passenger on-
board a Delhi-bound
train was detained at
Tatanagar railway sta-
tion here after Railway
Protection Force
seized exotic breeds of
poisonous snakes,
lizards and insects
from her possession,
an RPF official said on
Monday.

Booked 
 Indore: An offence has

been registered against
three women in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore after a video of
them kicking and
punching a 25-year-old
woman surfaced on so-
cial media, police said
on Monday. The alleged
incident took place
around 1 am on
November 4 in front of
an eatery at LIG inter-
section in the city, MIG
police station in-charge
Ajay Verma said.

Schools shut 
 Jammu: The Jammu

and Kashmir adminis-
tration on Monday or-
dered the closure of
primary and middle
schools in Ramban
and Kishtwar districts
in view of harsh
weather conditions, of-
ficials said. Snowfall
in the upper reaches
and heavy rains in
lower areas have trig-
gered cold conditions
in the districts.

Lead
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
said people from Punjab
and West Bengal had
taken the lead in the
fight against British
rule. The CM, partici-
pating in a ceremony to
commemorate the 553rd
birth anniversary of
Sikhism founder Guru
Nanak at Shahid Minar
Grounds, noted that
Punjabis and Bengalis
share a deep bond.

Collision
 Muzaffarnagar: A 23-

year-old man was
killed and four others
were injured when a
car collided with a
tractor-trolley in an
area under Bhopa
Police Station of the
district, police said on
Monday. SHO Sanjiv
Saini said that the ac-
cident took place on
Sunday late night on
the Bhopa-Morna
road, when a tractor-
trolley carrying woods
collided with the car.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi holds a trident
during a public meeting,
ahead of the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions, at Haroli in Una dis-
trict, Monday.

Kanhaiya Kumar

SC acquits 3 men facing death sentence

 On birth centenary

People visit Devtamura, a nondescript place in Tripura
where panels of 15th-century rock carvings exist on the
steep slopes of a hill along the banks of the Gomati river. 

 In Tripura

Rajendra Gudha
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Cape Canaveral, Nov 07:  

Better catch the moon’s
disappearing act Tuesday
there won’t be another
like it for three years.

The total lunar eclipse
will be visible throughout
North America in the
predawn hours the far-
ther west, the better and
across Asia, Australia
and the rest of the Pacific
after sunset. As an extra
treat, Uranus will be visi-
ble just a finger’s width
above the moon, resem-
bling a bright star.
Totality will last nearly 1

1/2 hours from 5:16 a.m.
to 6:41 a.m. EST as Earth
passes directly between
the moon and sun.

Known as a blood
moon, it will appear a red-
dish-orange from the light
of Earth’s sunsets and
sunrises. At the peak of
the eclipse, the moon will
be 242,740 miles (390,653
kilometers) away, accord-
ing to NASA scientists.
Binoculars and telescopes
will enhance viewing,
provided the skies are
clear. South America will
get a glimpse of
Tuesday’s lunar eclipse,

weather permitting.
Striking out altogether,
Africa, the Middle East
and most of Europe will
have to wait until 2025.
Among those providing a
livestream of Tuesday’s
lunar extravaganza:
Griffith Observatory in
Los Angeles and the
Italian-based Virtual
Telescope Project. It’s the
second total lunar eclipse
this year; the first was in
May. The next one won’t
be until 2025. Plenty of
partial lunar eclipses
will be available in the
meantime.

Last total lunar eclipse for three years arrives Tuesday

Beijing, Nov 07:  

China, which has offered a
USD 9 billion bailout package
to Pakistan, on Monday
pledged more support for the
cash-strapped nation, saying
that it has done its “utmost” to
stabilise the financial situa-
tion of its all-weather ally
and will continue to do so.

Pakistan had been engag-
ing with China and Saudi
Arabia for financial support,
including rolling over ma-
turing loans as part of
arrangements for about USD
35 billion putouts against
debt and liabilities during
the current fiscal year.
Pakistan’s Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar on Saturday last
said that Islamabad would
be getting about USD 9 bil-
lion from China and USD 4
billion from Saudi as the
government tries to steady
the nation’s weak economy.
Quoting Xi Jinping, Dar said

the Chinese President in his
meeting with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif during his re-
cent visit to Beijing on
November 3 had assured him,
“don’t worry, we will not let
you down”. Replying to a
query on his reactions to Dar’s

assertions, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Zhao
Lijian told a media briefing
here, “China has done its ut-
most to help Pakistan stabilise
its financial situation. We
have been doing so, and we
will continue to do so.”

China says done ‘utmost’ and will continue to
do so to stabilise Pakistan’s weak economy

Islamabad, Nov 07: 

Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan has
called on President Arif
Alvi to “act now” and stop
the massive “abuse” of citi-
zens at the hands of “rogue
elements” in the govern-
ment. In a letter to the pres-
ident on Sunday, Khan stat-
ed that since the removal of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government,
the country has been “con-
fronted with an ever-in-
creasing scale of false alle-
gations, harassment, ar-
rests, and custodial tor-
ture”. Khan, 70, has alleged
that Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah has “repeatedly
issued death threats” to
him and that he was in-

formed of an assassination
plot “hatched by Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif,
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah” and a senior
military official, the
Express Tribune newspa-
per reported. “The plot was
operationalised earlier this
week during our long
march, but Allah saved me
and the assassination at-
tempt failed,” he said.
Imran requested that as the

head of the State of
Pakistan and “also as the
Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces” of the
Constitution, President
Alvi take note of the “fol-
lowing serious wrongdo-
ings that undermine
Pakistan’s national securi-
ty”. He further asked Alvi,
who also hails from Khan’s
PTI, to lead an inquiry to
identify the guilty “and
hold them accountable”.
The deposed premier reit-
erated that the country was
observing a “massive
abuse of citizens at the
hands of rogue elements
within state organisations,
including custodial tor-
ture and abductions”, all of
which he claimed was
“carried out with impuni-

ty”. “You hold the highest
Office of State and I am re-
questing you to act now to
stop the abuse of power
and violations of our laws
and of the Constitution,
which ensures the funda-
mental rights of every citi-
zen,” he further added.
During his long march on
Thursday, Khan nearly es-
caped an assassination at-
tempt after being shot. He
sustained bullet injuries
in the right leg and under-
went a surgery.

‘Act now’ to stop ‘abuse’ of power: Imran in a letter to Prez Alvi

Moschun, Nov 07: Standing
amid the wreckage of his
home, Vadym Zherdetsky
shows photos on his phone of
how it once looked: hand-
some rooms, a hand-carved
wooden bed and a chest of
drawers he intended to leave
to his grandchildren. When
Russia invaded Ukraine in
February, two missiles
struck the house in the tiny
village of Moschun on the
outskirts of the capital, rip-
ping off the roof and nearly
killing four family members.
The town was recaptured
from Russian forces in April,
but Zherdetsky’s house, like
many others in the Kyiv re-
gion, remains in ruins.
“Everything changed. Our
lives changed,” the 51-year-
old said, wiping away tears.
“Thank God it was only
property, and we are alive
and healthy. ... I don’t know
where our kids and grand-
kids will live. I don’t know
anything.”

More than six months
after Russian forces retreat-
ed from the towns around
Kyiv, residents of those com-
munities are still struggling
to rebuild their lives.

An estimated 1 million
people half the number who
fled the region have re-
turned, according to local au-
thorities. But many no
longer have jobs, cannot af-
ford to fix their houses and
say they need more assis-
tance. Nearly USD 350 billion
is needed for reconstruction

across the war-ravaged coun-
try, and that amount is ex-
pected to grow, according to a
report issued in September
by Ukraine’s government,
the European Commission
and the World Bank.
Burdened with the fighting
and frequent Russian attacks
on the country’s power sys-
tem, the Ukrainian govern-
ment strains to carry out the
most urgent repairs to civil-
ian residences. This month it
plans to send 1,000 crews to
do as much work as possible

before winter, including fix-
ing 117 high-rise buildings in
the Kyiv region, the area’s
military administration
said. People submit photos of
their destroyed homes to a
government app to receive
compensation. However,
large-scale reconstruction
such as the USD 300,000 that
Zherdetsky estimates is
needed to repair his house
has yet to begin. Moschun,
with a population of about
1,000, was hit hard at the
start of the war.
Approximately 37 people
were killed and 160 homes
destroyed, residents say. The
town was occupied by
Russian troops for nearly six
weeks. Walking through the
debris, Zherdetsky nostalgi-
cally points to the carefully
constructed archways he de-
signed to allow two of his
grandchildren to ride
through on their scooters at
the same time, he said. He
and his wife have moved to a

cramped space above a con-
venience store they own on
the edge of town. He’s now
earning about 10 times less
than he did before Russia’s
invasion because prices have
spiked and people don’t have
money to spend, he said. The
drop in income has prevent-
ed him from buying building
materials and warm clothes
ahead of winter, he said.
Reconstruction is challeng-
ing, especially since 60 per
cent of the country’s budget
is allocated for the war,
Oleksiy Kuleba, head of the
Kyiv region military admin-
istration, told The
Associated Press.

“The Kyiv region is bom-
barded with missiles and
drones ... We understand that
everything is not happening
as quickly as we would like,
but 28,000 objects were dam-
aged in the region. We will
rebuild them all,” said
Kuleba, who said housing is
a priority.

Kyiv region still struggles 6 months after Russian retreat

Seoul, Nov 07: North
Korea’s military said on
Monday its recent barrage
of missile tests were prac-
tices to “mercilessly”
strike key South Korean
and US targets such as air
bases and operation com-
mand systems with a vari-
ety of missiles that likely
included nuclear-capable
weapons. The North’s an-
nouncement underscored
leader Kim Jong Un’s de-
termination not to back
down in the face of his ri-
vals’ push to expand their
military exercises. But
some experts say Kim also
used their drills as an ex-
cuse to modernise his nu-
clear arsenal and increase
his leverage in future deal-
ings with Washington and
Seoul. North Korea fired
dozens of missiles and
flew warplanes toward the
sea last week triggering
evacuation alerts in some
South Korean and
Japanese areas in protest
of massive US-South
Korean air force drills that
the North views as an in-
vasion rehearsal. US and
South Korean officials re-
sponded they would fur-
ther enhance their joint
training events and
warned the North that the
use of nuclear weapons
would result in the end of
Kim’s regime. 1”The re-
cent corresponding mili-

tary operations by the
Korean People’s Army are
a clear answer of (North
Korea) that the more per-
sistently the enemies’
provocative military
moves continue, the more
thoroughly and merciless-
ly the KPA will counter
them,” the General Staff
of North Korea’s military
said in a statement carried
by state media.

It said the weapons tests
involved ballistic missiles
loaded with dispersion
warheads and under-
ground infiltration war-
heads meant to launch
strikes on enemy air
bases; ground-to-air mis-
siles designed to “annihi-
late” enemy aircraft at dif-
ferent altitudes and dis-
tances; and strategic
cruise missiles that fell in

international waters
about 80 kilometres (50
miles) off South Korea’s
southeastern costal city of
Ulsan.

The North’s military
said it also carried out an
important test of a ballis-
tic missile with a special
functional warhead mis-
sioned with “paralysing
the operation command
system of the enemy.”

North Korea: Missile tests were
practice to attack South, US

Sharm el-Sheikh
(Egypt), Nov 07: More
than 100 world leaders are
about to discuss a worsen-
ing problem that scientists’
call Earth’s biggest chal-
lenge, yet observers say it
will be hard to make
progress given all that is
happening in the world.
Nearly 50 heads of states or
governments on Monday
will take the stage in the
first day of “high-level” in-
ternational climate talks in
Egypt with more to come
in the following days.

Much of the focus will be
on national leaders telling

their stories of being dev-
astated by climate disas-
ters, culminating on
Tuesday with a speech by
Pakistan Prime Minister
Muhammad Sharif, whose
country’s summer flood
caused at least

40 billion in damage and
displaced millions of peo-
ple. But it may not quite
have the drama or head-
lines that past such meet-
ings have had.

Why? Because of bad
timing and who isn’t show-
ing up, is coming late or are
dithering about it. Most of
the leaders are meeting

Monday and Tuesday, just
as the United States has a
potentially policy-shifting
midterm election. Then the
leaders of the world’s 20
wealthiest nations will
have their powerful-only
club confab in Bali in
Indonesia days later. Add
to that, “there are big cli-
mate summits and little cli-
mate summits and this was
never expected to be a big
one,” said Climate
Advisers CEO Nigel
Purvis, a former US nego-
tiator. Leaders of two of
the three biggest nations -
China and India - appear to

be skipping the climate
talks, although underlings
are here negotiating. The
leader of one of the top-
most polluting countries -
US President Joe Biden - is
coming days later than
most of the other presi-
dents and prime ministers
on his way to Bali.

United Kingdom Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak was
initially going to avoid the
negotiations, but public
pressure and predecessor
Boris Johnson’s plans to
come changed his mind.
New King Charles III, a
longtime environment ad-
vocate, won’t attend be-
cause of his new role. And
Russia’s leader Vladimir
Putin, whose invasion of
Ukraine created energy
chaos that reverberates in
the world of climate nego-
tiations, won’t be here.

“We always want more”
leaders, United Nations cli-
mate chief Simon Stiell
said in a Sunday news con-
ference. “But I believe
there is sufficient (leader-
ship) right now for us to
have a very productive out-
come.” In addition to
speeches given by the lead-
ers, the negotiations in-
clude “innovative” round-
table discussions that “we
are confident, will generate
some very powerful in-
sights,” Stiell said.

World leaders gather to talk climate
amid many distractions

Sameh Shoukry, president of the COP27 climate summit, front left, and Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi, front center, prepares with other leaders for a group
photo at the COP27 U.N. Climate Summit, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, Monday, Nov. 7.

This combination of photos provided by the North Korean government, shows what they
say military operation held during Nov. 2-5, 2022, in North Korea. Independent journalists
were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North
Korean government. 
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Faces of the 
same coin

Recently GST Council's
Law Committee  talked with
technical domain special-
ists about the definitions of
"games of skill" and "games
of chance." As per my opin-
ion the GST of 28% must be
the same for both games
since games of skill and
games of chance are two
sides of the same coin &
since they don't have much
difference. More than a year
ago, many states have been
arguing for a reduced tax
rate on those online games
that demand skill. They be-
lieve that skill-based games
shouldn't be viewed equally
with chance-based ones.
Lack of a defined term fre-
quently results in tax no-
tices being made to online
game sites and subsequent
legal action.Policy level
clarity from the GST
Council is the need of the
hour to fuel growth in the
entire online gaming sector.

VijayKumar H.K.
Raichur

Opinion poll 
Notwithstanding the fact

that the opinion poll has
projected that the ruling
BJP looks set to sweep the
forthcoming Assembly elec-
tions by winning as many
as 131-139 seats in the 182-
member Gujarat Assembly,
the BJP should not be over-
confident. One never knows
what may truly lie in the
hearts and minds of the vot-
ers, who have, of late, be-
come more conscious about
their electoral choices.
Moreover, it would be im-
prudent to ignore AAP’s
fast-growing popularity
graph.

Kumar Gupt, by mail

Gujarat election
The outcome will be of

great importance, particu-
larly to the BJP which has
ruled the state since 1995.
With PM Modi being virtu-
ally every week in Gujarat
unveiling new development
schemes, the BJP is using
all its firepower to continue
its unbeaten streak. The
outcome will be a challenge
for the Congress and a test
for its non-Gandhi presi-
dent Kharge. AAP’s entry
has introduced excitement
in the three-cornered con-
test. Though the party is an
outsider in Gujarat politics,
its success in the Surat MC
polls indicates that it may
be in the reckoning. It has
been running an aggressive
campaign with Kejriwal
matching Modi’s visits and
investment of time in the
state. After the AAP’s spec-
tacular performance in
Punjab, the party can win a
respectable number of seats
in the Gujarat Assembly,
even if it can’t topple the
BJP.

SK Singh, by mail
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Sikh devotees participate in martial art skills during a ‘nagar kirtan’ (religious procession) on the eve of birth anniversary of
Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev, at Golden Temple in Amritsar, Monday,

‘NAGAR KIRTAN’

Er. Rajesh Pathak

‘K now the light within the man, not his caste. At the time
of death when your destiny would finally be determined,

nobody would ask your caste then. (janhu jyoti, na puchhahu
jaati, aage jaati na hai).’ One to preach this was Guru Nanakdev,
the Founder of Sikhism. Going ahead  according to  what he
preached, he initiated the tradition of sangat [religious mass-
congregation] and pangat [religious mass-feast] in order to
eliminate the distinction made on the basis of rich and poor;
and, high and low caste.  Former president Pratibha Patil was
once invited in  the ceremony organised on occasion of
Maharana Pratap Jyanti in the premise of Udaipur Municipal
Corporation on 17th June, 2007.  Addressing the crowd she said-
‘The practice of putting on  the veil came into being to protect
the women folk from the  Mughal invaders’.  What initiated to
deal with the exigency of the time  rooted as  a so-called indeli-
ble injunction  of some ‘sacred’ scripture with the time. But this
inequity could not escape from the divine vision of Nanakdev,
and he disapproved  the  parda pratha [practice of keeping
women in the the veil) Sikh-philosophy. Guru Nanakdev held
idol-worship as an aberration from the true Dharma. However,
he believed in the existence of God, and esteemed ‘Harinama’
as a basic mantra [hymn]- Guru Grantha Sahib P-1040. He was
strongly opposed to the begging, no matter whatever be the
circumstances. Not only he but all the other later Sikh Gurus
laid great emphasis on the significance of physical- labor, and
held it on high esteem. It is because of this no Sikh is found to
be a beggar. Guru Nanakdev was predominantly a singer
adopting Samvedic [a branch of Veda consists of religious
teaching in verse  form] ways of composition. Guru-Vani is more
notably based only on Samved genre, which later gained the
form of  holy book, Shri Guru Granth Sahib.  Shri Guru Granth
Sahib begins with ‘Oum’ preceded by ‘One’ [?\] , preaching that
God is one. When he entered the last phase of his life he felt the
need for his successor. In quest of which he took the tests  of
his disciples and sons several times. Among the disciples was
Lahinaji  who always emerged successful in the tests.
Therefore, giving precedence to him over his own eldest son
Shri Chandji, he decided to consecrate him as the next Guru of
Sikhism. Twenty days before his death, after having elevated
him [Lahinaji] to his seat, he ritually placed 5 paisa coin and co-
conut before him and, after taking a round of him, lay bodily on
the ground to pay salutation to him. Then, he took the rosary
out of his neck and garlanded new Guru with it. Bhai Buddaji,
an associate of Nanakdev, marked a tilak [sacred-mark] on his
forehead. Lastly, fulfilling the last rite of the ceremony, Nanakji
uttered to Lahinaji- “You are Angad born of my body.” The cere-
mony so adopted for the consecration of the Gurupad [seat of
master] was in  accordance to that one followed in Hindu prac-
tice. Not only this but all the later Gurus elevated to the seat of
Guru by following the same ritual of consecration.  Shri Guru
Nanakdev, thus, proved that the criterion of achieving Gurupad
is not one to be a Guruputra[master’s son] but one to  possess
required ability. Unmarried and detached, Shri Chandji was free
from worldly bondage, yet Nanak offered the Gurupad to
Angadji[Lahinaji], who was married but possessed all the
virtues required to be the Guru.

I t is highly deplorable that
despite decades of global

hunger reduction, advancement
has almost completely stalled. A
severe hunger crisis is currently
affecting the entire world. Millions
of children and their families are at
risk of starvation. According to the
reports of World Vision, nearly 50
million people in 45 countries are
on the edge of famine. Since 2014,
the number of hungry people has
increased. The war in Ukraine is
causing the biggest global food
crisis since the Second World War,
which is further upsetting food
supply chains all over the world.
Global food, fuel, and fertilizer
prices have increased, and it is
predicted that hunger will worsen
in 2023 and beyond due to interna-
tional conflicts, climate change,
and the economic effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The majority of the world's hun-
gry people live in developing na-
tions, where malnutrition is fre-
quently caused by extreme pover-
ty and a lack of access to nourish-
ing food. Particularly at risk are
women and children. People are
being evicted from their homes,
their livelihoods are being de-
stroyed, and communities are be-
coming more and more hungry as
a result of drought, floods, fires,

heatwaves, and other climate
shocks. Millions of people are
going hungry as a result of climate
change.

The Global Hunger Index (GHI),
which measures and tracks hunger
at the global, regional, and nation-
al level, indicates that progress in
eradicating global hunger has
largely stagnated in
2022.According to GHI scores from
2022, hunger is at alarming levels
in five nations—the Central African
Republic, Chad, Democratic
Republic of the Congo,
Madagascar, and Yemen—and is
tentatively regarded as alarming
in four more nations—Burundi,
Somalia, South Sudan, and Syria.
Another 35 nations consider
hunger to be significant. Despite
major within-country variation,
the 2022 Global Hunger Index re-
port shows that 44 countries cur-
rently experience serious or
alarming levels of hunger.
According to the report, there are
currently 828 million people who
are undernourished, with the most
hungry people living in South Asia
and regions of Africa south of the
Sahara, which are also the most
vulnerable to future shocks. 

Global Hunger Index has been
accessible since the year 2000.It is
a tool designed to comprehensive-

ly measure and track hunger at
global, regional, and national lev-
els. GHI scores are calculated each
year to assess progress and set-
backs in combating hunger. The
GHI is designed to raise awareness
and understanding of the struggle
against hunger, provide a way to
compare levels of hunger between
countries and regions, and call at-
tention to those areas of the world
where hunger levels are highest
and where the need for additional
efforts to eliminate hunger is
greatest In order to ensure that
the world achieves "Zero Hunger
by 2030," one of the Sustainable
Development Goals outlined by the
United Nations, it is necessary to
map hunger. The GHI measures
hunger using four different met-
rics: undernourishment, stunting,
wasting, and child mortality. The
GHI is scored on a 100-point GHI
Severity Scale, with 0 representing
the best result (no hunger) and
100 representing the worst. In ac-
tuality, neither of these extremes
is reached. The severity of each
nation's GHI score is categorized,
ranging from low to extremely
alarming. According to the possi-
ble GHI scores, the severity of
hunger is as follows: low (9.9),
moderate (10.0-19.9), serious
(20.0-34.9), alarming (3.0-49.9),
and extremely alarming (50). 44
nations currently have "serious" or
"alarming" levels of hunger, ac-
cording to the data. 

Based on data from 2019-2021,
16.3 percent of India’s population
was undernourished. India has a
severe level of hunger with a score
of 29.1.On the Global Hunger Index
(GHI) 2022,India slips to 107th po-
sition among 121 countries.The
Indian government claims bias and
criticizes the approach. There are
many underlying causes of hunger,
and its effects are widespread.

With a growth rate of more than
6%, India has one of the best
economies in the world. The chief
economist of the International
Monetary Fund, Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, recently stated  that
"India has been doing fairly well in
2022 and is expected to continue
growing fairly robustly in 2023."
The central government is solely in
charge of administering programs
like the National Nutrition Mission
(NNM), the National Food Security
Mission, the Zero Hunger
Programme, the Eat Right India
Movement, and initiatives to end
hunger and ensure food fortifica-
tion. The government has also
launched a number of programs,
such as the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY), to
reverse this tendency and hasten
the abolition of famine and malnu-
trition. The program was recently
extended for three months, from
October to December 2022, so that
beneficiaries could continue to
benefit from the simple availability
of food grains without experienc-
ing any financial hardship.

Hunger is a multifaceted issue
with numerous underlying causes
and wide-ranging effects.
Understanding the reasons and
potential solutions to the global
hunger epidemic is the first step in
finding a solution. Governments
must therefore increase financing
for social safety programs and
provide people who are hungry
with prompt food assistance. The
development of an efficient data
management system, encourage-
ment of accountability in the food
distribution system, efficient re-
source management, extensive
nutrition education, and strict
oversight are all needed.Action
must be taken right away to
reestablish food security on a
fresh, long-term basis.

A significant proportion of people
who contract COVID are left

with ongoing symptoms, commonly
termed "long COVID". The nature of
these symptoms and the duration of
the illness differ between people.
While some people are still suffering
more than two years after their initial
infection, others have recovered, or at
least improved. As you're recovering
from long COVID, you may begin to
feel motivated to get back to the phys-
ical activity you once enjoyed. While
this might be possible at some stage,
it's important that you take your time
with your recovery, accept your limi-
tations, and make a slow return to ex-
ercise.

So if you were an active person be-
fore who, for example, ran half
marathons or attended high-intensity
interval training (HIIT) classes, don't
go straight back to these things. This
is likely to exacerbate your symptoms
and could set you back in your recov-
ery. A good first step is to speak with
your GP or healthcare professional to
see what's available to help you with
your recovery. For example, they
might be able to direct you to commu-
nity-supported programmes like exer-
cise rehabilitation or walking and talk-

ing groups.
SSllooww  aanndd  sstteeaaddyy

The UK's National Institute for
Health Research recommends a
symptom-led approach to exercise
during your recovery. This is where
you structure your exercise plan
based on the severity of your symp-
toms, rather than following a typical
exercise programme that gradually in-
creases intensity and volume over
time. It's important to recognise that
your progress is unlikely to consistent-
ly improve each week, and sometimes
you may need to pull back on the
amount of exercise you're attempting
to complete. The key is to pace your-
self by tailoring the volume and inten-
sity of the exercise you do and priori-
tising rest in between sessions.

Make sure you only expend the
amount of energy you think you have
in your tank and don't power through
gruelling workouts with the view that
it will be good for you afterwards.
During and after exercise, take note of
your symptoms and particularly your
level of fatigue or post-exertional
malaise. Post-exertional malaise is
when your chronic symptoms worsen
after exertion (in this case, exercise).
This should be a cue to pull back on

the amount or intensity of exercise
you're doing. If your levels of post-ex-
ertional malaise become moderate to
severe and occur about half of the
times you exercise, you should rest
and speak with your doctor.

TTyyppeess  ooff  eexxeerrcciissee
Exercise doesn't need to be some-

thing very difficult. You could begin
with some simple chair-based exercis-
es, such as standing leg curls or over-
head punches (using the chair for sup-
port or sitting). You could then move
towards sit-to-stand exercises or
squats, and gradually build up to
walking and light household tasks.
Once you're further along in your re-
covery, try a combination of en-
durance and strength training.
Strength training is useful as it avoids
large increases in breathing rate and
improves muscle strength. 

We know the latter can decline dur-
ing a COVID infection and recovery.
Though evidence is still emerging,
some studies have found exercise can
offer benefits for long COVID patients.
One study found that a six-week pul-
monary rehabilitation programme
(education and exercise) improved
respiratory and cardiovascular fitness,
reduced shortness of breath and

boosted quality of life. 
This agrees with a similar, more re-

cent study where long COVID patients
completed an eight-week programme
of three exercise sessions per week
(including both strength and en-
durance training). They reported sig-
nificant improvements in quality of
life, fatigue, muscle strength and car-
dio fitness compared with a control
group who didn't take part in the exer-
cise programme. Notably, the exercise
sessions in this study were supervised
and individualised to each patient. 

Qualified practitioners made
amendments throughout to manage
symptoms. Where possible, it's a
good idea to seek support from an ap-
propriate rehabilitation service in your
area that can assist with creating your
exercise plan or supervising your ex-
ercise sessions. If this isn't possible,
the World Health Organization offers
useful information on how to safely
return to exercise while recovering
from COVID symptoms.

OOtthheerr  bbeenneeffiittss
Exercise, along with a healthy

lifestyle, can boost immunity and
therefore offer some protection
against future COVID infections and
other pathogens. In particular, physi-

cal activity and good nutrition pro-
vide our bodies with more anti-in-
flammatory proteins, which reduce
the storm of inflammation that can
ensue from a COVID infection and
make us very sick. 

A new study, meanwhile, has
found that regular physical activity is
linked to COVID vaccines being more
effective against severe disease. It's
worth thinking about what sports you
enjoy and attempting to join a com-
munity of people, such as a walking
and talking group. This has been
shown to improve adherence to exer-
cise. Regardless of the exercise you
choose, don't overdo it or attempt to
rush back to what you could do be-
fore COVID.

Finally, it's important to recognise
how unpredictable this condition is,
and that long COVID can appear in
many forms, from mild to very severe.
Exercise will not be suitable for those
who have more severe symptoms. It's
more appropriate, and indeed could
be beneficial, for people with mild
symptoms or who are recovering.

LLeewwiiss  GGoouugghh,,  SSeenniioorr  LLeeccttuurreerr  iinn
SSppoorrtt  aanndd  EExxeerrcciissee  SScciieennccee,,

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm  CCiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  UUKK

Go slow and accept your limitations how to 
exercise if you’re recovering from long COVID
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Atul Malikram

I ndia has always been known for its beliefs and age-old tra-
ditions. Since ancient times, respect for animal life has

been a key prospect in Hinduism. And when it comes to cows, it
is more than a belief. Cows are considered to be the representa-
tive of divine and natural beneficence and should be protected
at all costs. Even scientifically, cows are considered to be a
unique species in the animal kingdom because of their distinc-
tive characteristics. The origin of the veneration of the cow can
be traced to the Vedic period. The cow is considered a symbol of
the Earth, the nourisher, the ever-giving, undemanding
provider. It represents life and the sustenance of life and is a
symbol of grace and abundance. According to the book, "The
COW IS A WONDERFUL LABORATORY" published by the US
Department of Agriculture, among all cattle and dairy animals,
it is a cow to whom nature has given a 180 feet (2160 inches)
long intestine. So whatever the cow eats or drinks, it goes to the
very last end. A cow does not give milk until it has fed its milk to
its child, but you can easily take milk from a buffalo or a Jersey
Hollisten if you feed him. This signifies the maternal nature of a
cow, teaching the world the power of humanity, peace, and love.
For 15 days after delivering a baby, the amount of mineral ele-
ments in cow milk is more than protein, with a low amount of
lactose, fat, and water. It also contains twice the albumin, 12-15
times the globulin, and 6 times more aluminum. About 87%
water, 4% fat, 4% protein, 5% sugar, and 1 to 2% percent are
found in cow's milk. There is another substance called
'carotene' which is ten times more than that of buffalo. On heat-
ing buffalo milk, most of its nutrients are lost, but the nutrients
of cow's milk remain safe even after heating. Further, the shape
of cow's horns is usually pyramid-like, which like powerful an-
tennae performs the function of storing cosmic energy. In Indian
mythology, the cow is known as “Kamadhenu”, meaning the
giver of all wishes or desires. This suits very well with the rela-
tionship of human beings with the sacred cow. Man gets multi-
ple purposes served by the cow. Cow milk is considered to be
the best because it produces fat-free butter. Also, cow's milk is
a good source of protein and calcium, as well as nutrients in-
cluding vitamin B12 and iodine, making it one of the best natural
remedies against diseases. Even from a medicinal point of view,
cow urine is a treasure of Ayurveda. It contains 'carbolic acid'
which is anti-bacterial and 'curcumin' which prevents cancer.
Other than these, nitrogen, phosphate, uric acid, potassium,
sodium, lactose, sulfur, ammonia, salt-free vitamins A, V, C, D, E,
enzymes, etc. are found in cow urine. Mainly 16 mineral ele-
ments are found in cow urine, which increases the body's immu-
nity. Also, the minerals present in the milk of breastfeeding
black cows can cure Tuberculosis. Propylene oxide is produced
from the dung-urine mixture of indigenous cows, which helps
bring rain. This mixture produces ethylene oxide' gas which is
used in the operation theatre. With a docile and tolerant nature,
the cow exemplifies the cardinal virtue of Hinduism. The cow
also symbolizes dignity, strength, endurance, maternity, and
selfless service. In Vedas, they represent wealth and joyous
Earthly life. Veneration of the cow instills in Hindus the virtues
of gentleness, humanity, and relationship with nature.

Holy animal cow and its 
significance in India

Keep an eye on hunger crisis

Preferring talent to heredity

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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Startup ecosystem

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala has the best
startup ecosystem in
Asia, State Industries
Minister P Rajeeve
said on Sunday while
launching the first out-
let of a virtual food
court, VendnGo,
which allows cus-
tomers to order food of
their choice from mul-
tiple restaurants on a
single bill. Speaking at
the launch event,
Rajeeve said startups
coming to India would
find Kerala as the most
conducive place to
enter straightaway
and flourish, he is
quoted as having said
in a release issued by
Versicles Technologies
which is promoting
the virtual food court.
“Kerala facilitates has-
sle-free entry for start-
ups, which is under-
scored by the signifi-
cant presence of big
global IT companies,”
he is also quoted as
having said at the
event held here.

Production mark
New Delhi, Nov 07:
Honda Cars India on
Monday said it has
crossed the 20 lakh cu-
mulative production
milestone in the coun-
try. The company has
rolled out its 2 mil-
lionth unit, a Honda
City sedan, from its
Tapukara (Rajasthan)
based manufacturing
plant. The automaker
began production op-
erations in December
1997 and has so far cu-
mulatively invested
over Rs 10,000 crore
since setting up its op-
erations in India.
“The historic mile-
stone of 2 Million
Production roll out in
India is a testimony to
Honda’s commitment
to the ‘Make in India’
initiative for the last
25 years,” Honda Cars
India President &
CEO Takuya
Tsumura said in a
statement. Besides,
selling in the domestic
market, the company
also exports City and
Amaze sedans to over
15 markets across the
globe. Honda Cars
India’s Tapukara-
based plant has an in-
stalled production ca-
pacity of 1,80,000 vehi-
cles per year.

Investment

Kolkata: West Bengal
Industry and
Commerce Minister
Shashi Panja urged
entrepreneurs from
the Jain community
to invest in the state,
promising all-round
support from the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment. Speaking at
an event organised by
the Jain International
Trade Organisation
(JITO) in Kolkata, she
said that Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee gives top pri-
ority to employment
generation and indus-
trialisation of the
state.

New Delhi, Nov 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said the govern-
ment’s efforts to reduce
bad loans are yielding re-
sult with 12 public sector
banks reporting a 50 per
cent jump in combined net
profit at Rs 25,685 crore in
the second quarter ended
September.

In the first half of FY23,
the cumulative net profit
of all public sector banks
(PSBs) increased by 32 per
cent to Rs 40,991 crore.

During the second quar-
ter, the SBI reported the
highest-ever profit of Rs
13,265 crore. On year-on-
year basis, this was 74 per
cent higher than the same
quarter a year ago. “The
continuous efforts of our
govt for reducing the NPAs
and further strengthening

the health of PSBs are
now showing tangible re-
sults. All 12 PSBs declared
net profit of Rs 25,685 cr in
Q2FY23 & total Rs 40,991 cr
in H1FY23, up by 50% &
31.6%, respectively (y-o-
y),” Sitharaman said in a
tweet. She further said
Canara Bank reports an 89
per cent jump in profit to
Rs 2,525 crore as compared
to second quarter of the
previous fiscal. Kolkata-
based UCO Bank posted a
145 per cent surge in profit
to Rs 504 crore while Bank
of Baroda’s profit in-
creased by 58.70 per cent to
Rs 3,312.42 crore in the sec-
ond quarter, she said in an
another tweet.

Two of the 12 lenders —
Punjab National Bank
(PNB), and Bank of India
— reported profit declines
ranging from 9-63 per cent.
These lenders’ declining
profits have been ascribed
to higher provisioning for
bad loans.

PNB said the main rea-
son behind the decline in
the net profit was higher
provisioning towards bad
loans. The bank’s provi-
sioning for Q2FY23 rose to
Rs 3,556 crore, as against
Rs 2,693 crore in the year-
ago period.

Another state-owned
lender Bank of India (BoI)
said total provisions dou-
bled to Rs 1,912 crore in the
quarter from Rs 894 crore
a year ago.

A majority of the provi-
sions came on standard ac-
counts belonging to state
governments in which
payments were delayed
and hence provisions had
to be made after a Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in-
spection.

Efforts to bring down
NPAs bearing fruits: FM
 Profits of public

sector banks soar
to Rs 25,685 cr in Q2

DEMONETISATION ANNIVERSARY

In this Nov. 12, 2016 file photo, people exchange their old 500 and 1000 rupee notes at a special camp
organised by a public sector bank in Chennai . November 8, 2022 marks the sixth anniversary of demonetisa-
tion of old Rs 1,000 and Rs 500 banknotes.

New Delhi, Nov 07: 

High taxation is limit-
ing the expansion of the
super luxury car market
in India, which otherwise
is on a growth path, ac-
cording to Italian au-
tomaker Automobili
Lamborghini’s Chairman
and CEO Stephan
W i n k e l m a n n .
Lamborghini, which sells
a range of super luxury
cars with prices starting
from Rs 3.16 crore in India,
had recorded its best-ever
sales in the country in 2021
at 69 units, beating its pre-
vious record in 2019 when
it sold a total of 52 units.
“India is a market for us
which is on a growth path
like most of the markets
we have around the
world,” Winkelmann said
in a virtual interaction.

When asked what is limit-
ing the growth of super
luxury car sales in the
country, he said, “If we
come to the specific of the
Indian market, it’s clear
that the Indian market
has, like other high taxa-
tion markets, a limit in
growth. This is something
we have to understand, if
we look at what is happen-

ing in India.” However,
Winkelmann said, “We’re
very satisfied with (our)
performance as we always
said we are not running
for a certain number. We
want to keep momentum
also in the future.” At pres-
ent, automobiles are taxed
at 28 per cent GST with ad-
ditional cess ranging from
1 per cent to 22 per cent de-

pending on the type of ve-
hicle. Cars imported as
completely built units
(CBUs) attract customs
duty ranging between 60
per cent and 100 per cent
depending on engine size
and cost, insurance and
freight (CIF) value being
less or more than USD
40,000.

On the impact of the
global economic slow-
down, he said while India
is a huge market “in the
sense of population”,
Lamborghini is selling
less than 100 cars a year.

“So it’s not really a big
change even if the econo-
my is slowing down in
India, we will see what is
going to happen but for the
time being we are not see-
ing any negative impact in
respect of our brand,”
Winkelmann added.

High taxation limiting growth of super luxury
car market in India: Lamborghini Chairman

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  0077::  

The growth momentum
which has been witnessed by
India’s manufacturing sector
for the past few months is
likely to stay for the next six
to nine months, according to
the latest quarterly survey by
Ficci. According to the sur-
vey, the existing average
capacity utilisation in manu-
facturing is over 70 per cent,
which reflects a sustained
economic activity in the sec-
tor. 

The future investment out-
look also slightly improved as
compared to previous quarter
as close to 40 per cent
respondents reported plans
for capacity additions in the
next six months by over 15
per cent on an average.
However, global economic
uncertainty caused by the
Russia-Ukraine war and
increasing cases of various

mutations of COVID virus
worldwide have accentuated
the volatilities impacting
major economies.

High raw material prices,
increased cost of finance,
cumbersome regulations and
clearances, shortage of work-
ing capital, high logistics cost
due to rising fuel prices and
blocked shipping lanes, low
domestic and global demand,
excess capacities due to high
volume of cheap imports into
India, unstable market, and
other supply chain disrup-
tions are some major con-
straints affecting expansion
plans of the respondents.
Ficci’s latest quarterly survey
on manufacturing reveals
that after experiencing
revival of Indian economy in
FY22, momentum of growth
continued in subsequent
quarters — first and second
quarters of FY23— with over
61 per cent respondents

reported higher production
levels in Q2 (July-Sept 2022-
23), the industry chamber
stated. This is significantly
more than the percentage of
respondents experiencing
higher growth in the second
quarter of last few years,
including pre-Covid years, it
added. 

The survey assessed the
sentiments of manufacturers
for Q2 (2022-23) for ten
major sectors namely auto-
motive & auto components,
capital goods, cement, chem-
icals fertilisers and pharma-
ceuticals, electronics,
machine tools, metal & metal
products, paper products,
textiles, textile machinery
and miscellaneous.
Responses were drawn from
over 300 manufacturing units
from both large and SME seg-
ments with a combined annu-
al turnover of over Rs 2.8 lakh
crore.

India’s manufacturing sector to sustain growth
momentum for next 6-9 months: Survey

Mumbai, Nov 07:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex climbed over 230
points to reclaim the
61,000-mark on Monday,
propelled by robust buy-
ing in auto, energy and
metal stocks amid a firm
trend in global equities. A
strong rupee against the
US dollar and persistent
foreign capital inflows also
supported the domestic eq-
uities, traders said. In a
highly volatile session, the
30-share BSE Sensex
ended 234.79 points or 0.39
per cent higher at
61,185.15. The index wit-
nessed a high of 61,401.54
and a low of 60,714.36 dur-
ing the session. The broad-
er NSE Nifty rose by 85.65
points or 0.47 per cent to
end at 18,202.80 points.
State Bank of India topped

the Sensex gainers’ chart,
jumping 3.44 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tata Steel,
UltraTech Cement, ICICI
Bank, M&M, Maruti and
PowerGrid.

In contrast, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finserv, Sun
Pharma and Titan were
among the laggards, shed-
ding up to 2.37 per cent.
The market breadth was

in favour of the bulls, with
18 of the 30 Sensex coun-
ters closing in the green.
Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Tokyo,
Hong Kong and Seoul
logged gains. Stock ex-
changes in Europe too
were trading in the posi-
tive territory in mid-ses-
sion deals. Wall Street had
ended higher in the previ-
ous session on Friday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.19 per cent lower
at USD 98.38 per barrel.
The rupee appreciated by
45 paise to close at 81.90
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers on Friday as they
bought shares worth Rs
1,436.25 crore, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex revisits 61K on gains in auto, energy stocks

Mumbai, Nov 07: 

The rupee appreciated
by 45 paise to close at 81.90
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday amid
a weak American curren-
cy and sustained foreign
fund inflows. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the local unit
opened at 82.14 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.90 and a low of 82.32
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.90, registering a
rise of 45 paise over its
previous close amid a posi-
tive trend in domestic eq-
uities. On Friday, the
rupee had appreciated by
53 paise to close at 82.35.

“Indian Rupee appreci-
ated on weak US Dollar

and positive domestic
markets. Asian markets
jumped today following a
surge in US and European
markets on Friday,” said
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. Choudhary fur-
ther said the rupee is ex-
pected to trade with a posi-
tive bias on rise in risk ap-

petite in global markets
and weak dollar. “FII in-
flows may also support
rupee. However, a surge in
crude oil prices may cap
sharp gains. Investors may
remain cautious ahead of
trade balance data from
India. “Market partici-
pants may remain vigilant
ahead of inflation data
from the US later this
week. USD-INR spot price
is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 81.25 to Rs
82.80,” Choudhary said.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.31 per
cent to 110.52. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.41 per cent to
USD 98.17 per barrel.

Rupee gains 45 paise to 
close at 81.90 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 07: 

Aided by robust festive
season offtake, automobile
retail sales in India wit-
nessed a 48 per cent annu-
al jump in October, auto-
motive dealers’ body
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Monday. The total retail
sales last month stood at
20,94,378 units, up 48 per
cent from 14,18,726 regis-
trations in October 2021.

The registrations last
month were even better by
8 per cent as against
October 2019, a pre-COVID
month.

The festive season this
year turned out to be the
best for the industry in the
last four years. Last
month, all the vehicle seg-

ments like passenger and
commercial vehicles, two-
wheelers, tractors and
three-wheelers performed
better as compared to the
year-ago period. Passenger
vehicle retails stood at
3,28,645 units last month,
up 41 per cent from 2,33,822
units in October 2021.
Similarly, two-wheeler reg-
istrations witnessed a 51
per cent jump last month

at 15,71,165 units com-
pared with 10,39,845 units
in October 2021.
Commercial vehicle retail
sales were up 25 per cent at
74,443 units last month, as
against 59,363 units in the
year-ago period. Three-
wheeler and tractor retails
were up 66 and 17 per cent
respectively over October
2021. “With most of the
month under festive peri-

od, the sentiments were
extremely positive across
all categories of dealer-
ship. Even when compared
to pre-covid month of 2019,
overall retail sales for the
first time closed in green,”
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations
(FADA) President Manish
Raj Singhania said in a
statement.

The extremely robust
demand due to festivities
last month brought cheer
to the industry as cus-
tomers in every segment
came out in good numbers
making it the best in the
last four years, he added.

“As anticipated earlier,
the PV segment saw the
best year in a decade by
outgrowing 2020 numbers
by 2 per cent.

Festive fervour puts automobile
retail sales in fast lane in October Singapore, Nov 07: 

India is set to witness the
world’s largest roll-out of
5G infrastructure with
multi-billion-dollar being
spent by the country’s lead-
ing telcos over the next sev-
eral years, according to
Syed Shahid Hussain,
Managing Partner,
Financial Services Sector,
Asia Pacific, at IBM
Consulting. Additionally,
the government is expected
to lead in developing the
India stack, a network
building process that
would cover every segment
of the economy being digi-
tised with the latest ad-
vanced technologies, he
told PTI at the Singapore
Fintech Festival last week,
held from November 2-4,
2022. “This is a big play,” he
said of the advanced tech-

nologies adoption in India,
with IBM Consulting join-
ing international technolo-
gy groups participating in
the large-scale develop-
ment over several years
through strategic partner-
ships with telcos such as
Bharti Airtel and Reliance
Group. “We plan to work
with Indian telcos, where
we have strategic partner-
ships like Bharti Airtel to
bring secured hybrid cloud
services through the 5G
network to national enter-
prises.

The agreement with
Bharti Airtel is there to
launch it,” said Shahid, the
Singapore-based IBM exec-
utive. “For this, both the
parties will have to spend
billions of dollars. Huge
amount of money is being
spent by the stakeholders
in this ongoing process and

it will take over a couple of
years,” he underlined. “We
are particularly working
on securing hybrid cloud
services through the 5G
network.” Hybrid cloud is
a major shift in the evolu-
tion of enterprise IT. The
next big thing is to create
India stack for different
sectors of the Indian econ-
omy, he pointed out.

India stack is a set of
APIs that allows govern-
ments, businesses, startups
and developers to utilise a
unique digital infrastruc-
ture to solve India’s hard
problems towards pres-
ence-less, paperless and
cashless service delivery.
Shahid says the govern-
ment is to lead the India
stack and incentivise
banks and other stakehold-
ers in the ecosystem for the
benefits of consumers.

India set to witness 
multi-billion-dollar 5G infra roll-out

ACROSS

1. Catcher’s glove

5. Tropical tree

9. Loses fur

14. Thought

15. Tibet’s continent

16. Spring flower

17. Set right

19. Command

20. Shade source (2 wds.)

21. Assert

22. Put in order

25. Shad eggs

26. Angels’ headwear

30. Ships’ rears

32. Wed on the run

33. Golf gadget

34. Robbins and Allen

38. Additional

39. Move smoothly

41. Diva’s offering

42. Color changer

43. Broadcast

44. Satire

45. In dreamland

48. Transmits

49. “Welcome” rug

52. Curious woman of myth

54. Honolulu greetings

56. Harbor

61. More sensible

62. Tardy arriver

64. Prophetic signs

65. Track shape

66. Vocalist ____ Turner

67. From Oslo

68. Hardens

69. Cease

DOWN

1. Small rodents

2. Revered person

3. Semester

4. Small pie

5. Nervous walker

6. Fall flowers

7. Tall tale

8. Angry

9. Taken illegally

10. Throw

11. Senior

12. San ____ Padres

13. Buying frenzy

18. Delete

21. Concur

23. Dressed

24. Require

26. Listen to

27. Associate

28. Suffer defeat

29. “Carmen,” e.g.

31. Gape

35. Strong metal

36. “A Beautiful ____”

37. Utters

39. Festive events

40. Mortgage

44. Author ____ Asimov

46. Scanty

47. Of the mail

49. Stone worker

50. Texas landmark

51. Photocopier liquid

53. Film spools

55. Egg layers

57. Cooking vessels

58. Skip

59. Casino city

60. Pitfall

62. Pilot’s diary

63. Wide street (abbr.)
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&&  TV’s cult classic come-
dy show Bhabiji Ghar

Par Hai never fails to enter-
tain its audience with humor-
ous and enjoyable tracks.
Every time we see the char-
acters land themselves in
amusing situations, it makes
for a hearty laugh for the
audience. In a recent story-
line, the innocent and Bholi
Bhali Angoori Bhabi, played
by Shubhangi Atre, turned
into a bold and bindaas lady
bouncer. Her character has
always been seen in tradition-
al attire. But this time, the
audience will be in for a treat
as they will see their
favourite Angoori Bhabi in a
refreshing new avatar, in a
Dhakad look! Talking about
the recent track Shubhangi
Atre, aka Angoori Bhabi,
shares, “It is a very entertain-
ing track where Angoori will
be seen in a completely new
avatar. Angoori decides to be
self-reliant and work and
earn money. In a market,
while talking to Vibhuti, a
thief steals money from
Narang and tries to run.
Angoori grabs him and starts
beating him up. After being

impressed by her bravery,
Narang, the club owner, hires
Angoori as a female bouncer
at his club”.
Talking about this new avatar
of Angoori Bhabi, Shubhangi
adds, “I loved this particular
track and Angoori’s new
avatar. I always enjoy doing
something new and exciting.
And thanks to the show, I
always get to do different
things and experiment with
the look. I am grateful to
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai and the
producers for this fun track
that is bound to amuse the
audience. Essaying bold lady
bouncer has been a unique
experience for me. It was
exciting and thrilling because
it was a brief departure from
my usual look. And the most
fun part is that it did not
require too much makeup or
dressing up. It took only 5-10
minutes to get ready. I am
sure it surprised the audience
to see me in such a bindass
avatar, wearing a black T-
shirt, jeans, and boots,
punching and kicking people
with a Haryanvi accent. I had
a great time shooting this
because every time I changed

into my costume, I went off-
screen and started talking in
Haryanvi lingo with everyone,
and trust me, some got con-
fused with what I was saying
while others laughed loudly.
It was also entertaining for
me to practise boxing off-
screen. Not just me, but the
entire crew thoroughly
enjoyed this new transition.
They also started addressing
me as Angoori Bhai and Dada
(laughs). I am very outspoken
and fearless in real life, so it
was easy for me to relate to
this character. This bold look
of Angoori and the entire
track has a great message of
women empowerment for me
and the audience. It demon-
strates that women can be
bold and beautiful without
the need for a man to defend
them. I want to do many
more characters with such a
strong message in the
future— also, kudos to all the
ladies who perform such dar-
ing tasks in real life.”
WWaattcchh  SShhuubbhhaannggii  AAttrree  aass
AAnnggoooorrii  BBhhaabbii  iinn  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy
oonn  &&TTVV!!

‘Angoori Bhabi’ turns
into a lady bouncer

FF or the past two decades,
Sony SAB has entertained

audiences with shows catering
to viewers of all age groups.
Moving away from being a
comedy channel where there
was light-heartedness, frivoli-
ty, and fun, Sony SAB is at an
important stage of evolution
as it becomes a channel that
tells stories that echo with
people’s everyday lives while
catering to the entire family.
Its content is synonymous with
diverse storytelling and cap-
tures the commitment to
bringing real emotions and
slice-of-life stories. Cementing
this positioning, Sony SAB has
launched a new brand cam-
paign to mark a new chapter in
its journey as a channel and
brand. The channel aims to
strengthen its emotional con-
nection with its viewers
through a philosophy based on
the understanding that “Jo roz
choti khushiya dete hai, wohi
rishtey toh bade hote hai.”
Emerging as a forward-looking
brand that deals with real
problems of life, society and
people, Sony SAB’s content
approaches these issues with
dignity and hope. Inspiring
people to celebrate life by
highlighting the small yet
unforgettable moments, the
channel promises to spread

hope and positivity while
keeping in mind the dynamic
changes viewers are going
through. Catering to the needs
of every family member, as it
shifts gears, the channel is
steering towards offering
more progressive content and
will launch new shows in the
coming months to further
strengthen the brand’s posi-
tion as a living room brand.
Sumeet Raghavan, who plays
Rajesh Wagle in Sony SAB’s
Wagle Ki Duniya, shares,
“Sony SAB has made a mark in
all our lives with its quality
content and values driven con-
tent. It certainly delivers on its
promise of giving its audience
hope and positivity. Sony SAB
tells slice of life and meaning-
ful stories. Our stories come
from life – your life, my life,
our life. Wagle Ki Duniya deals
with such issues that people
go through in their daily lives
and in their households. It’s
truly heartwarming.” Karuna
Pandey, aka Pushpa of Pushpa
Impossible, comments, “Sony
SAB and its shows have been
ingrained in our way of life. I’m
confident that fans will appre-
ciate the brand’s content as it
undergoes a significant transi-
tion. The channel’s most
recent show, Pushpa
Impossible, in which I play the
title role, heartwarmingly
depicts a single mother’s life
and her family. The stories and
themes are about families,
relationships and are very real
and rooted, which appeals to
our audiences. We hope peo-
ple will continue to support us
as we put effort into fulfilling
our promise to captivate view-
ers’ attention every day.”

Sony SAB to build 
a strong emotional connection

with its audience

S tar Bharat has al-
ways delivered top-

notch content to their
viewers. The channel has
always strived the right
Chord of the audience
with their aim to always
deliver something differ-
ent yet relatable and yet
again the channel is all
set to launch a brand-new
show with a stellar cast.
Speaking of the same it’s
speculated that Kratika
Sengar will return to the
television world with this
new show marking her
comeback portraying a
strong character. Kratika
Sengar who was on a
long break from the TV
world is finalized by the

channel to play the fe-
male lead in the show.
Her character is said to
be very strong and relat-
able. It’ll be a surprise for
her fans to see her return
on television after a very
long time.
According to a source the
news is that the show is
based on a true story in-
spired by a real-life inci-
dent. With Kratika
Sengar playing the fe-
male lead while the male
lead is yet to be finalized.
The show will go on air
by the end of November
this year.

To know more about
the new show keep
watching Star Bharat.

Kratika Sengar 
returns to TV

S ony Entertainment
Television’s ‘knowl-

edge-based’ gameshow,
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati -
Season 14’ will see contest-
ant Bhupendra
Choudhary from Dahod,
Gujarat take over the hot
seat on 10th November at
9:00 PM. Originally from
Khurai, Madya Pradesh,
the 37-year-old Bhupendra
is a happy-go-lucky con-
testant who works as a
Program Executive in
N.M. Sadguru water and
development foundation.
He helps farmers under-
stand their land and makes
them aware of the right
kind of soil to use. Upon
gracing the hot seat, he
would be seen announcing
how happy is he to win the
FFF (fastest fingers first)

as he had made his son
proud because his son calls
him, “Google!” Further,
into the gameplay,
Bhupendra would not only
play the game with many
risks and intelligence to
make his son’s dreams
come true but will also en-
gage in interesting banters
with host Mr. Bachchan
much to the delight of
everyone present on set!

Talking to  Bachchan in

between enthralling game-
play, the contestant would
also be amusing the host
with his many tales. One
such instance would be
how girls in his college
would compare him to
Sharukh Khan!
Bhupendra shares,
“During my time in col-
lege, there were a few fe-
male batchmates who used
to call me, ‘Sharukh Khan,’
as back in the year 2004 –

2005, my built and my hair-
style used to resemble him.
Till date, I am not aware if
they would tease me or
not, that’s their angle.”

He then would ask the
host if he was also com-
pared to any actor in his
days of youth, to which the
Big B hilariously mentions
that he was never really
compared to any actor but
feels elated that
Bhupendra was indeed
compared to Bollywood’s
most lived star – Shahrukh
Khan! Tune in to watch
Bhupendra Choudhary
grace the hotseat of
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati
– Season 14’ on 10th
November at 9”00 PM
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television

Bhupendra to occupy 
hot seat of KBC-14 on Nov 10

T he audience is really
enjoying Star

Bharat’s show ‘Ajooni’ be-
cause of the unique plot
and amazing cast.
Additionally, the show’s
leads, Shoaib Ibrahim
and Ayushi Khurana,
have cemented a special
place in the hearts of the
viewers. Meanwhile, a
special news related to
this show is coming
which can disappoint the
fans and audience of
Shoaib Ibrahim. It is
being told that Shoaib is
preparing to say goodbye
to this show, but why he is
going to do this can upset
the audience.

Shoaib is very popular
with his fans, but he may
decide to leave the show
owing to some creative
differences with the cre-
ators of ‘Ajooni,’ accord-
ing to a report from a
source on the sets.
Rajveer, played by Shoaib,
is allegedly being under-
utilized while other char-
acters receive greater at-
tention. While the pro-
ducers are also getting
ready to introduce some
intriguing adjustments in
the show’s forthcoming
track. The love between
Ajooni and Rajveer is

blooming on one side of
the various twists and
turns the show is experi-
encing. However,
Rajveer’s household is
utilizing fresh strategies
to get over these two prob-
lems. The following
episodes of the show,
which also feature
Shoaib’s life, will provide
a lot of exciting content
for the audience. For the
audience, it will now be
quite interesting to see
how and why this will
occur.

We should point out
that Shoaib appears to be
very busy in his personal
life right now because of
Saba’s sister’s recent
close marriage. Shoaib’s
revelation is warranted
in upsetting his admirers
in the meantime. In such
a scenario, the audience
would find it intriguing to
watch the upcoming
track of the show and its
twists and turns. It is also
crucial to determine
whether Shoaib indeed
bid the show farewell or
not. No!

To know more, keep
watching the show
‘Ajooni’ every Monday-
Saturday at 8:30 pm
only on Star Bharat.

Shoaib bids farewell to show ‘Ajooni’

T he trailer of
ShemarooMe’s up-

coming web series Yamraj
Calling 2 was released on
3rd of November. The show

is a sequel of the block-
buster Gujarati web series
Yamraj Calling. The over
two-minute clip sees Deven
Bhojani the previously

workaholic and miser
turning a new leaf he is
now a fun-loving and
happy-go-lucky man his
motto in life is “live life

king size.” Speaking about
the return of Yamraj
Calling Deven Bhojani
says, “We decided to come
up with something more
unique and relatable for
our fans because the first
season of Yamraj Calling
received a really
favourable response from
the audiences and a huge
demand for the second sea-
son. I’m really enthusiastic
about the opening of the
second season. The trailer
is already out and I am re-
ceiving a lot of fans mes-
sages that they cannot wait
to watch all the episodes. I
hope we as a team have
lived up to the expectations
of our viewers.”

ShemarooMe drops a promising
trailer for ‘Yamraj Calling 2’

FF ilmmaker Madhur
Bhandarkar will be tack-

ling a hard-hitting subject with
feature film “India Lockdown”
for ZEE5, the streaming service
announced Tuesday. The
movie, inspired by true events,
will depict four parallel stories
and the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the
people of India.

The film will feature an
ensemble cast of Shweta Basu
Prasad, Aahana Kumra, Prateik
Babbar, Sai Tamhankar and
Prakash Belawadi. “Lockdown
was a tough phase for many as
people struggled to make ends
meet and that gave seed to a
thought to make a film on peo-
ple affected by the lockdown. “
India Lockdown’ is a product of
my observations, and it depicts

raw stories of real people
across various walks of life.
This is a film that will resonate
with many in some or the other
way and I am glad that it will
release on ZEE5 and reach out

to so many people across the
world,” Bhandarkar said in a
statement. The filmmaker,
known for critical hits such as
“Chandni Bar”, “Traffic Signal”,
“Corporate” and “Fashion”, has

penned the script of “India
Lockdown” with Amit Joshi and
Aradhana Sah. It will explore
the lives of disparate charac-
ters — a father-daughter duo
who are stuck in different
cities during a crucial high
point in the daughter’s life; a
sex worker and the hardships
she goes through in her per-
sonal and professional life due
to the lockdown; a migrant
worker who barely manages to
provide bread and butter for
his family; and an airhostess
who for the first time has some
downtime compelling her to
introspect. The film, which will
make its debut on ZEE5, will be
produced by Jayantilal Gada of
PEN Studios, Bhandarkar
Entertainment and Pranav
Jain’s PJ Motions Pictures.

Madhur Bhadarkar to direct ‘India Lockdown’ 
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Melbourne, Nov 07 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav’s
outrageous scoop shot off
Zimbabwe pacer Richard
Ngarava became a talking
point in the T20 World
Cup and the attacking
Indian batter says he
achieved mastery over the
unorthodox stroke after
years of practice with rub-
ber ball.

Suryakumar mese-
merised the 82,000-strong
MCG crowd with his his
stroke-making ability on
Sunday. His unbeaten 61-
run knock off just 25 balls
powered India to an im-
posing 186 for 5.

One shot that stood out
was from the last ball of
the Zimbabwe innings.
Going down on one knee,
Suryakumar picked up a
Richard Ngarava full toss
from outside the off
stump and scooped it on
the right of fine leg for an
unthinkable six.

The audacious shot be-
came instant hit with the
likes of Ravi Shastri and
legendary batter Sunil
Gavaskar lauding it. “You
got to understand what
the bowler is going to bowl
at that time, which is a lit-

tle pre-determined at that
moment. I have practiced

that stroke a lot when I
used to play rubber-ball

cricket,” Suryakumar, the
world number one T20

batter, said on Star Sports
show Follow the Blues’.

“So, you got to be think-
ing what the bowler is
thinking at that time and
if the field is in, I just
back myself to go there.
You got to know how long
the boundary behind is.
When I stand there, I feel
it’s just 60-65 meters and
with the pace of the ball I
just try and time it, take it
on the sweet spot of the
bat and if it hits, it just
goes out there.”

Suryakumar also spoke
about how he handles
pressure situations.

“When I go into bat, I
just I just try and look for
a few boundaries or even
if I don’t get that, I just try
and run as hard as possi-
ble between wickets. If
you have to bat with Virat
bhai then you have to run
hard as well.

“I try and do that, hit it
in the gaps and run hard.
But I know what strokes I
need to play at that time. I
try and play lot of per-
centage cricket. My
strokes are sweeps, over
cover, and cuts, if I am
succeeding in that, I just
take the game ahead from
there.”

Melbourne, Nov 07 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant’s disap-
pointing outing against
Zimbabwe isn’t a cause of
concern for head coach
Rahul Dravid, who hinted
that the flamboyant left-
hander could start in the
T20 World Cup semifinal
against England at
Adelaide on Thursday.

Pant didn’t get a look in
in the first four games
where veteran Dinesh
Karthik, who in all likeli-
hood is playing his last
global meet, was assigned
the role of a finisher.

With Karthik not being
able to deliver on bowler
friendly Australian tracks,
Pant is back in equation.

“I don’t think we judge
people on one game, and
sometimes whether we
play them or not is not
based on one game,”
Dravid said after India’s 71
run victory in which
Pant’s contribution was a
mere three.

After that, Dravid gave
good enough indication
that decision to field Pant
wasn’t taken in isolation
as the coach was potential-
ly looking at a match up
with leg spinner Adil
Rashid in the semifinals.

“Sometimes it’s just
matchups. We need to look
at what are the skills we

might need against the
kind of bowlers we might
come up against. So a lot of
things go into these kind of
decisions,” said Dravid.

He also firmly reiterated
that team management
had never lost faith in
Pant. “Yeah, in a sense it’s
not that we ever lost confi-
dence in Rishabh. We’ve
got confidence in all of our
15 players who play here.
It’s only 11 guys who can
play, and it depends on the
combinations that you
have. “The very fact that
they are here and they’re
part of the World Cup
means that we have a lot of
confidence in them. It
means that anytime they
can be called on to play in
the XI. “Yes, you can only

play 11 at a time and some
people sometimes miss out
and don’t have to play, but
again, Rishabh is someone
that as a lot of you would
have been seeing, has been
travelling with us.

“He’s been batting a lot
in the nets, he’s been hit-
ting a lot of balls, doing a
lot of fielding practice and
sort of keeping practice
and keeping himself
ready. The opportunity
came for us today
(Sunday) to give him an
opportunity,” he reasoned.

In fact, Dravid was
happy about Pant’s intent
against left arm spinner
Sean Williams but the exe-
cution was wrong.

“Obviously, it didn’t
kind of work out today, but
absolutely no — I’m not
bothered about that at all
because I think he took the
right option.

“His role was to take on
the left-arm spinner which
was there, and sometimes
it comes off and some-
times it doesn’t.”

Pant being a left hander
also gives the team varia-
tions among specialist bat-
ters. “Sometimes it gives
us the opportunity, as well,
to play Rishabh, keeping
obviously this game in
mind as well but just keep-
ing the future in mind, just
opening up our options.

Dubai, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Star batter Virat Kohli
was on Monday named the
ICC Men’s Player of the
Month for October follow-
ing a series of stellar per-
formances during India’s
charge to the T20 World
Cup semifinals in
Australia. Pakistan’s veter-
an all-rounder Nida Dar
won the honour in the
women’s category thanks
to her sensational form in
their Asia Cup campaign.
Dar edged out the Indian
duo of Jemimah Rodrigues
and Deepti Sharma, who
produced impressive dis-
plays in the same tourna-
ment which their side won.
Both Kohli and Dar were
declared winners following
a global vote conducted
among media representa-

tives, ICC Hall of Famers,
former international play-
ers and registered fans.
Kohli won his first Player
of the Month award after
scoring 205 runs with the
bat, showcasing the full
array of his batting talent
throughout October. Apart
from scoring a brilliant

half-century against
Netherlands in Sydney, he
produced an unforgettable
innings in the stunning
victory over Pakistan in
front of a capacity crowd at
the MCG to kick off their
campaign in style. The
India talisman secured the
award after being nominat-

ed for the first time, edging
out a competitive field
which included South
African finisher David
Miller and the in-form
Sikandar Raza of
Zimbabwe, who both en-
joyed key contributions at
the T20 World Cup in
Australia.

Adelaide, Nov 07 (PTI):

England batter Dawid
Malan is a doubtful starter
for his side’s T20 World
Cup semifinal against
India on Thursday after

picking up an injury dur-
ing the team’s final Super
12 game.

Malan sustained a groin
injury in England’s four-
wicket win over Sri Lanka
on Saturday. The former
world No. 1 T20I batter
hobbled off the field dur-
ing the Sri Lankan in-
nings and did not return to
bat in England’s run
chase.

Vice-captain Moeen Ali
said Malan’s injury does-
n’t look good.

“He is a big player and
has been for a number of
years,” Ali told the ‘BBC’.

“He has been one of our
best players. I don’t know
but it (Malan’s injury)
doesn’t look great.”

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

Suffering from a throat
infection, star Indian shut-
tler Lakshya Sen has with-
drawn from the upcoming
Australian Open Super 300
badminton tournament.

The 21-year-old from
Almora picked up the in-
fection just before the
Hylo Open, where he lost
in the opening round to
Hong Kong’s Ng Ka Long
Angus in Saarbrucken,
Germany.

The Australian Open is
scheduled to be held from
November 15 to 20 in
Sydney. “I had fever, throat
pain and weakness after I
reached Saarbrucken
ahead of Hylo Open. I
probably picked the infec-

tion while travelling from
Paris,” Sen, who has re-
turned to India, told PTI
on Sunday. “I thought it is
not that serious. I was
training last Sunday and
then on Monday, I felt it
had aggravated. I consult-
ed doctor online and took
medicine.

Fort Worth (US), Nov 07 (AP):

Aryna Sabalenka ended
top-ranked Iga Swiatek’s
15-match winning streak
against top-10 opponents,
winning 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 for a
spot in the championship
of the WTA Finals.

The stunner on Sunday
put Sabalenka in the final
against Caroline Garcia,
who beat Maria Sakkari 6-
3, 6-2 and has a chance to
be just the second
Frenchwoman to win the
title at the season-ending
event.

Swiatek, the French
Open and U.S. Open cham-
pion and runaway leader
with eight tour victories,
cruised through three
round-robin victories, los-
ing just 13 games to give

her the longest winning
run against top-10 oppo-
nents since Steffi Graf
won 17 straight in 1987.

Just like that, it was
over when the 21-year-old
from Poland lost the last
five games against a player
she had beaten in all four
meetings this season.

Sabalenka didn’t make
it to the semifinals with
the No. 1 ranking in the
eight-player event last
year. She was in as the sev-
enth-ranked player, and
showed how comfortable
she was on the temporary
indoor hard court at
Dickies Arena. Nine of
her 10 career victories
have come on hard courts.

“I just want to make
sure that every time she
plays against me, she

knows that she really has
to work hard to get a win,”
Sabalenka said.

“Only because of this
thinking, I was able to play
at this amazing level
tonight.”

Swiatek fell behind one
break in the final set with

two wide forehands before
another one put her down
two breaks.

Defending doubles
champs Barbora
Krejcikova and Katerina
Siniakova also advanced
to the title match with a 7-
6(5), 6-2 semifinal victory

over Lyudmyla Kichenok
and Jelena Ostapenko.

Just 24 hours after beat-
ing Daria Kasatkina in a
tense 80-minute third set
to secure the last spot in
the semifinals out of
group play, Garcia needed
just 74 minutes total for a
career-best fourth victory
over a top-five opponent
this season.

Garcia never trailed,
dominating the fifth-
ranked Sakkari in win-
ners (21-8) and aces (6-0).
Amelie Mauresmo (2005)
is the only woman from
France to win the WTA
Finals.

“I don’t know,” Garcia
said when asked where
she found the energy to
dominate after the quick
turnaround.

Sydney, Nov 07 (PTI): 

The anticipation,
drama, energy and fan-in-
volvement is completely
different in an India-
Pakistan game and the
possibility of a dream T20
World Cup final between
the two biggest rivals in
cricket has got former
Australia all-rounder
Shane Watson excited.

The Asian rivals have al-
ready clashed once in the
much talked-about Group
stage match of the ongo-
ing tournament at the
iconic Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG), where
Virat Kohli conjured up
one of the greatest T20

knocks. The close match
had millions of fans glued
to their TV sets while the
ones who watched the
heart-stopping action un-
fold before their eyes at the
venue, considered them-
selves the luckiest.

Now that the two teams
have reached the semifinal
stage, albeit by taking con-
trasting routes, an India-
Pakistan title clash is
being anticipated.

India will clash with
England on Thursday in
Adelaide, a day after New
Zealand take on Pakistan
in Sydney. “Everyone
would love to see Pakistan
and India in the final,” an
excited Watson was quot-

ed as saying by the official
website of the event.

“I unfortunately missed
that first (Super 12) game
at the MCG, as I commen-
tated the game previously
between Australia and
New Zealand.”

Watson said he knows
what he missed and would
love to see a re-match.

“But from all reports, all
the people that went along
to that game said it was
something very special
and the game was obvious-
ly an amazing game to
watch on TV as well. They
played in the T20 World
Cup final in 2007 and
everyone would love to see
it again,” he said.

London, Nov 07 (AP):

Mohamed Salah struck
twice to fire Liverpool to a
2-1 win at Tottenham in
the Premier League.

Jurgen Klopp’s team
had not won away from
home in the league all sea-
son and had to hold on in
the face of a second-half
fightback from Spurs with
Harry Kane halving the
deficit.

The Liverpool manager
could not hide his relief at
the final whistle, celebrat-
ing in front of the travel-
ing fans.

“We just kept fighting, it
was a big passion,” Klopp
told Sky Sports on Sunday.

“In the first half we
were the better side and
scored two wonderful

goals. It’s a long time ago
since we won away in the
Premier League so it was
relief at the end. “You
need to learn winning
again and that’s how it
starts, with massive resist-

ance. It was clear they
would come back but we
came through it and it’s all
good.” Salah put Liverpool
in front after 11 minutes
when Darwin Nunez con-
trolled Andy Robertson’s

pass and teed up his strike
partner. Salah swivelled
and fired into the bottom
corner to beat Hugo Lloris.

Salah, last season’s joint
Golden Boot winner with
Tottenham’s Son Heung-
min, doubled his tally in
the 40th minute. Eric Dier
mistimed his header from
Alisson Becker’s clearance
and Salah ran through on
goal to lob Lloris.

Kane fired Tottenham
back into the game in the
70th when finishing from a
tight angle to set up the
chance of a comeback.

But despite intense pres-
sure in the final stages,
Liverpool held on to take
all three points and move
up to eighth. Tottenham is
fourth, seven points ahead
of Liverpool.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 7 (PTI):
Krishan Bahadur Pathak
rose to the occasion under
the bar as India defeated
Spain 3-1 in shoot-out after
both the teams were
locked 2-2 at regulation
time in their FIH Pro
League match here on
Sunday.

Harmanpreet (12th,
32nd minutes) scored a
brace from penalty cor-
ners for India while skip-
per Marc Miralles (43rd)
and Pere Amat (55th)
found the net for Spain in
regulation time.

India had lost 2-3 against
Spain in the first match of
the two-leg tie.

Spain started brightly
and earned a penalty cor-

ner inside the first four
minutes of the match, but
failed to utilise the oppor-
tunity.

India got their act to-
gether and secured their
first penalty corner in the
10th minute, but Jugraj
Singh’s flick went inches
wide of the goal.

But it took India two
minutes to surge ahead
when skipper
Harmanpreet found the
back of the Spanish net
from a penalty corner
earned by Shamsher
Singh.

Spain made an attack-
ing start to the second
quarter, but failed to
breach Manpreet Singh,
who blocked a fine shot.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI):

India’s Shiva Thapa on
Sunday became the first-
ever male boxer in the his-
tory of Asian
Championships to win six
medals after he out-
punched Minsu Choi of
South Korea to the
progress to the semifinals
in Amman, Jordan.

The seasoned Thapa
(63.5kg) prevailed 4-1 over
Choi in the light welter-
weight quarterfinal to se-
cure his sixth consecutive
medal. The 28-year-old
dominated from the start
to the end, using his jabs to
great effect. With the win,
Thapa is assured of at
least a bronze medal in the
ongoing edition, bettering

his own position as the
most successful Indian
boxer in the tournament.

His haul includes a gold
(2013), two silvers (2017
and 2021) and as many
bronze medals (2015 and
2019). He overtook Kazakh
legend Vassiliy Levit, an
Olympic silver medallist
and two-time world bronze
medal winner, who was
the only other male
pugilist with five Asian
championship medals.

Women’s boxing legends
M.C. Mary Kom (7) and L
Sarita Devi (8) have more
Asian medals than Thapa,
with the latter having the
distinction of claiming six
successive, five of them
gold, at the peak of her
prowess.

‘I mastered scoop shot while
playing rubber-ball cricket’

If Suryakumar doesn’t fire then India will struggle: Gavaskar
New Delhi: Suryakumar Yadav has evolved into the new Mr 360 degree and India will struggle to
put up enough runs on the board if he fails to fire, says batting great Sunil Gavaskar. Suryakumar,
the world’s number one T20 batter at the moment, has dazzled in his maiden T20 World Cup, play-
ing scintillating innings in the Super 12 stage to help India reach the semifinals of the marquee
event. “Each of those innings was pretty much 360 degrees. He is the new Mr. 360 degree. There
was that one shot that he hit for a six just to the left of the wicketkeeper. Then he went a little
squarer in the final overs, for example, taking advantage of the angle that the bowler was trying
to aim at. “Then also the lofted extra cover drive, he has got every shot in the book. There was a
straight drive as well,” Gavaskar was quoted as saying on India Today. The former India captain
feels Suryakumar is the reason India has succeeded in scoring totals they could defend.

Pant might be needed in
games ahead, hints Dravid

Lakshya withdraws
from Australian Open

Kohli named ICC player of month for October
Will go down as one of most 

remembered shots in T20 WC history:
Ponting on Kohli’s straight six off Rauf

MMeellbboouurrnnee::    Virat Kohli’s sensational straight six
off a super quick Haris Rauf delivery will go down
as one of the best shots played in T20 World Cup
history, reckons Australian legend Ricky Ponting.
The special six in extreme pressure was followed
by a flick over fine leg, reducing the equation to
16 off the final over in one of the most memorable
Indo-Pak contests ever. With Kohli staying
unbeaten on a magical 83 at the other end, R
Ashwin hit the winning runs off the final ball, as
India pulled off a win for the ages.

Dawid Malan 
doubtful for England’s semifinal

clash against India

Sabalenka stuns Swiatek, faces Garcia for WTA Finals titleEveryone would love to see
India-Pakistan final: Watson

Salah double fires Liverpool to away win at Tottenham Shiva Thapa secures record sixth
Asian Championships medal

Goalkeeper Pathak’s 
brilliance hands India 3-1 win

in shoot-out over Spain
New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Outgoing Chief Justice
of India Uday Umesh Lalit
turned nostalgic on
Monday as he recalled his
journey of nearly 37 years
in the Supreme Court, say-
ing he enjoyed his stint
both as a lawyer and a
judge. CJI Lalit, who is set
to retire on November 8,
was speaking as he sat on
the ceremonial bench in
the apex court for the last
time with his designated
successor Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
Bela M Trivedi this after-
noon.

He said it was a great
feeling to pass on the
baton to the senior-most
judge, Justice

Chandrachud, as he began
his stint in the top court by
appearing before his fa-
ther and16th Chief Justice
Yeshwant Vishnu
Chandrachud.

"I have spent something
like 37 years in this court.
My journey in this court
began through Court
Number 1. I was practis-
ing in Bombay and then I
came here to mention a
case before CJI Y V
Chandrachud.

"My journey began from
this court and today it
ends in the same court.
The person before whom I
mentioned the matter, he
passed on the baton to sub-
sequent Chief Justices.

"I now pass the baton to
a very distinguished per-

son and the son of that
man himself. It is a beauti-
ful occasion for me and I
couldn't have asked for
anything greater than

that," CJI Lalit said.
Referring to forming

several Constitution
benches, CJI Lalit said it
has been a very memo-

rable and satisfactory feel-
ing "to have done some-
thing for the Bar".

"I feel a judge who gets
to be a judge of the
Supreme Court would be
good enough for every-
thing and he or she must
have an equal chance to be
part of the Constitution
benches. "The day I start-
ed, it was 30, today it is 29
and tomorrow it will be 28
so it is good for anything
and thus all of them can
be part of Constitution
benches. I have practised
here and I never saw two
Constitution benches sit-
ting simultaneously.

"But on a particular day,
there were three
Constitution benches si-
multaneously. It is very

memorable and gives me a
sense of great satisfaction.

"I am a product of this
Bar and at the same time, I
have a feeling that I was
able to do something for
the bar. That is a very
great feeling as I will be
walking out of this court
for the last time," CJI said.

Justice Chandrachud,
who is set to take over as
India's 50th CJI, said CJI
Lalit has the unique dis-
tinction of being called to
the senior advocateship by
this court and then rising
to become an SC judge.

"Today, we have the
three generations of the
Lalit family here. Father of
CJI Lalit, CJI himself and
the next generation. CJI
Lalit has the unique dis-

tinction of being called to
the senior advocateship by
this court and then becom-
ing an SC judge. Your
tenure as Chief Justice
saw a large number of re-
forms. The CJI-designate
assured him that there

would be a sense of conti-
nuity in the reforms adopt-
ed by him in the apex
court. "I have known the
Chief Justice for a long
time though I opposed him
on one only one matter," he
said, without elaborating.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Chief of Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari, on Monday
held wide-ranging talks
with his French counter-
part Gen Stephane Mille
here focusing on ways to
boost bilateral military co-
operation against the
backdrop of various
geopolitical developments.
The top-ranking French
military official is on a
visit to India.

"General St phane Mille,
Chief of Staff of the
French Air & Space Force,
called on Air Chief
Marshal V R Chaudhari,
#CAS at Air HQ, New Delhi
today. The two chiefs dis-
cussed ways & means to en-

hance bilateral ties &
strengthen cooperation in
areas of mutual interest,"
the Indian Air Force tweet-
ed. It is learnt that the over-

all situation in the Indo-
Pacific as well as the Indian
Ocean Region figured in
the talks between Air Chief
Marshal Chaudhari and

Gen Mille. The visit by Gen
Mille came amid an 18-day
military exercise between
the Indian and French air
forces in Jodhpur.

The 'Garuda VII' exer-
cise, involving a significant
number of combat jets
such as Rafale, Tejas,
Jaguar and Sukhoi-30s,
began on October 26 and
will culminate on
November 12. The French
military official also met
Indian Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande. "General
Manoj Pande #COAS inter-
acted with General
Stephane Mille, Chief of
Staff, French Air and Space
Force & discussed aspects
of #DefenceCooperation
between both the defence
forces," the Army tweeted.

Sheopur, Nov 07 (PTI): 

Two male cheetahs
brought from Namibia to
the Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh have
made their first kill within
24 hours of their release
from a quarantine area to a
larger acclimatisation en-
closure, an official said on
Monday. The cheetahs
hunted down a cheetal
(spotted deer) either on
Sunday night or in the wee
hours of Monday, Chief
Conservator of Forest
Uttam Kumar Sharma told
PTI.

The forest monitoring
team got this information
on Monday morning, he
said. This was the first
prey of the felines after
their translocation from
Namibia to India in mid-
September along with six
other cheetahs, the official
said. The cheetahs -
Freddie and Alton - were

the first pair to be released
into the larger enclosure
on Saturday after being
quarantined since
September 17.

The successful first
hunt by the cheetahs with-
in 24 hours of moving to
the larger enclosure has
also allayed the park man-
agement's concerns about
their prey hunting ability.
"The cheetahs eat their
prey within two hours of
hunting," Sharma said.

He said the two cheetahs
were released in the larger
enclosure spread over 98
hectares from a quaran-
tine zone on Saturday. The
other six cheetahs will
also be released (in the ac-
climatisation enclosure)
in a phased manner, he
said.

The eight cheetahs - five
females and three males in
the age group of 30-66
months - were released in
the dedicated quarantine

zones in the KNP on
September 17 at a function
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, heralding
the return of the big cats
to India 70 years after they
were declared extinct in
the country.

As per initial plans, the
cheetahs- named Freddy,
Alton, Savannah, Sasha,
Obaan, Asha, Cibili and
Saisa - were to be kept in
quarantine for a month.

According to interna-
tional norms, wild animals
must be kept in quarantine
for a month to check the
spread of any infection be-
fore and after their translo-
cation to another country,
experts had said.

Since their release on
September 17, the eight
cheetahs were housed in
six 'bomas' (enclosures),
two of which are 50 metres
x 30 metres while the rest
four measured 25 square
metres in area.

New Delhi, Nov 07 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked Mainak
Mehta, the brother-in-law
of fugitive diamantaire
Nirav Modi who is an ac-
cused in the Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
fraud case, to write to the
banks where his accounts
have been probed by the
CBI and seek the state-
ments of transactions.

Mehta told the court
that his bank accounts, in-
cluding those in
Singapore, were frozen fol-
lowing a money-launder-
ing probe launched by the
ED.

A bench of justices D Y
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli told Mehta's counsel
Amit Desai that his client
should write to the banks,
requesting for the state-
ments of transactions for
the period sought to be
probed by the CBI.

The bench said the de-
tails of all the communica-
tion with the banks should
be shared with the investi-
gating agency.

Representing the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI),
Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju said
even if the accounts are
frozen, it does not preclude
Mehta from seeking bank
statements for the period
being probed by the feder-
al agency.

The bench said it will
allow Mehta to travel
abroad once he furnishes
the bank statements and
posted the matter for hear-
ing on November 14.

The court was hearing a
CBI plea challenging an
August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court that
allowed Mehta to travel to
Hong Kong and stay there
for three months.

On October 18, the top

court had asked the CBI
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to sit to-
gether within a week and
share material with re-
gard to the money transac-
tions and disclosures
made by Mehta with each
other.

It had also asked Mehta
to share with the CBI
whatever relevant infor-
mation he has on the bank
accounts being investigat-
ed by the agency.

The CBI had earlier
flagged issues with regard
to the non-disclosure of
transactions in bank ac-
counts, including one
based in Singapore, two
transactions of USD 8.9
million and USD 1.8 mil-
lion transferred by Modi's
father.

The agency had said
Mehta should share the de-
tails with it after which he
might be considered for
travelling abroad.

The top court had earli-
er noted that on October
13, 2021, a notice was is-
sued under section 91 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), direct-
ing Mehta to appear before
the additional superinten-
dent of police, CBI in
Mumbai with documents
related to his bank ac-
count in Singapore as well
as with the statement and
other details of an account
in the name of Pavilion
Point Corporation, a com-
pany controlled by Mehta,
on October 25, 2021.

The CBI has submitted
that Mehta is a British citi-
zen who has given certain
details but not made full
disclosures with regard to
the said bank accounts
and there is apprehension
that he may not return to
India.

It has pointed out that
an amount of USD 30 mil-
lion was sent by Modi,

which has allegedly been
diverted by Mehta, and
said it needs to know the
details in this regard.

Desai had earlier sub-
mitted that his client had
made a disclosure of the
records that were avail-
able with him to the ED
but could not furnish the
complete details as his
bank accounts were
frozen.

"We have given whatev-
er details that were avail-
able with us. The ED has
investigated the USD 30
million transaction and
found that we were not the
beneficiary.

Similarly, it has also in-
vestigated all other trans-
actions and therefore, the
agency did not oppose the
pardon granted by the
court," the senior advocate
had said. Mehta has
turned an approver in the
ED case and received 
pardon.

Probably forgot to fill fuel: Priyanka
takes dig at BJP’s ‘double engine’ pitch

Una (HP), Nov 07 (PTI): 

Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Monday said the BJP's
"double engine" govern-
ment was there in
Himachal Pradesh for the
last five years but it proba-
bly forgot to fill fuel in it,
as she sought to corner the
ruling party on the issues
of unemployment and the
old pension scheme.

Addressing a rally here
ahead of the assembly
polls, she also hit out at
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his re-
marks that changing
medicines frequently nei-
ther helps in curing the
ailment nor benefits any-
one, saying people are
being told that they are
sick and must keep hav-
ing the old medicine.

Making a strong pitch

for a change of govern-
ment in the state, she said
that if the Congress comes
to power it will approve 1
lakh jobs and return to the
old pension scheme in the
first cabinet meeting itself.

"Elections come every
five years so what is the
big deal, remember, these
polls will decide your fu-
ture. Why are people not
getting the old pension
scheme when they are get-

ting it in Congress-ruled
states, think about it,"
Gandhi said.

"The BJP leaders come
and say 'vote for us, you
will get a double engine
government', where were
they for five years, it (dou-
ble engine) was there for
the last five years also,
probably they forgot to fill
fuel in the engine," she
said taking a dig at the
BJP's 'double engine' pitch.

Double engine is a term
often used by BJP leaders
to refer to the party ruling
in the Centre and in the
state. Attacking the BJP
on the issue of unemploy-
ment, Gandhi said the gov-
ernment's first responsi-
bility is to ensure employ-
ment but despite the BJP
being in power in the state
and at the Centre, 63,000
posts are vacant in
Himachal.
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Devotees during the annual Jhiri Mela at Kanachack village on the outskirts of Jammu, Monday.

JHIRI MELA

Congress leaders Priyanka Gandhi and Bhupesh Baghel
during a public meeting, ahead of the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly elections, at Haroli in Una district, Monday.

SC asks Nirav Modi's brother-in-law to seek
statements of accounts probed by CBI from banks

Cheetahs flown from Namibia
kill first prey on Indian soil

IAF chief Chaudhari holds talks
with French counterpart

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari in a meeting
with Chief of Staff of the French Air & Space Force General
Stéphane Mille, at Air headquarters in New Delhi, Monday.

Kotkhai (HP), Nov 07 (PTI): 

BJP president J P
Nadda claimed on Monday
that the AAP will lose the
security deposit in all the
68 constituencies of
Himachal Pradesh in the
November 12 Assembly
polls, asserting that the
people of the hill state will
change "riwaz, but not
raaj". Addressing a public
meeting in favour of
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate Chetan
Bragta from the Jubbal-
Kotkhai seat, Nadda said
the upcoming poll battle is
about protecting the rights
of the state's people and
not about individuals.

"This is the battle for
your rights and Chetan

will protect them very se-
riously. Protect Chetan till
November 12 and he will
protect your rights after
that," the BJP chief said.

He also lauded the role
of Chetan Bragta's father
Narinder Bragta, saying
as a former minister, he
protected the rights of the
farmers and horticultur-
ists of the region.

Jubbal-Kotkhai is a part
of the state's "apple belt".

Chetan Bragta lost the
2021 bypoll from Jubbal-
Kotkhai to Rohit Thakur
of the Congress. He had
contested the bypoll as an
independent nominee.
Bragta faces Thakur again
this time, with the Aam
Aadmi Party's (AAP)
Srikant Chauhan also in

the fray.
"They say governments

alternate every five years
in Himachal Pradesh, but
we have to change this
trend as we have done in
Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa and
other states," Nadda said.

In Uttar Pradesh, he
said the saffron party was
elected to power twice in
succession after a gap of
38 years.

"I went to Goa and saw
the banners of the AAP.
People said it was contest-
ing in 39 of the 40 seats. It
lost the deposit in 35 of
those 39 seats in Goa. In
Uttar Pradesh, it lost the
deposit in 349 of the 350
seats it contested. In
Uttarakhand, the AAP
contested 69 seats and lost
the deposit in 65.

"In Himachal Pradesh
too, we have to ensure that
the AAP loses the deposit
in all the 68 constituen-
cies," Nadda said amid slo-
gans of "Ek bar BJP, bar
bar BJP".

AAP will lose deposit in all 68 seats 
in Himachal Pradesh: BJP chief 

J P Nadda

Enjoyed journey of 37 years in Supreme Court: CJI UU Lalit

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Justice Uday Umesh Lalit speaks 
during a farewell ceremony organised for him by Supreme Court
Bar Association, at Supreme Court in New Delhi, Monday.


