
Counting
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Counting of
votes will be held on
Sunday in the by-election
to seven assembly con-
stituencies in six states
including former 
chief minister Bhajan
Lal’s family bastion
Admapur in Haryana. 

Train fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
in a parcel van of the
Mumbai-bound Shalimar
Express at Nashik Road
station in Maharashtra on
Saturday morning, but
nobody was injured in
the incident, railway offi-
cials said. 

Suicide
JJooddhhppuurr::  A civil contrac-
tor ended his life by
hanging himself in his
house in village Dhabar
under Rohet police sta-
tion here, police said on
Saturday. The deceased
was identified as
Hanuman Singh
Rajpurohit (55).

BRIEF

IAF’s Surya Kiran team
perform during an air
show in Vadodara,
Saturday. 
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Sundernagar (HP), Nov
05 (PTI): In a scathing at-
tack on the Congress,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday accused
it of neglecting Himachal
Pradesh as it was a small
state that sends only four
MPs to Lok Sabha and
playing with many lives by
indulging in corruption in
defence deals.

Stressing that every sin-
gle vote cast on November
12 will define the develop-
ment journey of the hill
state for the next 25 years,
Modi, at an election rally
here, urged the people to
start a new tradition by
voting back the BJP into
power to ensure stability
and progress.

With the state having
the precedent of the in-

cumbent being voted out,
Modi said whenever
Congress came back, all

development works came
to a standstill. Changing
medicines frequently nei-
ther helps in curing the
ailment nor benefits any-
one, he said, while seeking
another term for the rul-
ing BJP.

“If you want to seek ac-
countability and answers
from the government, you
should give it a chance
again. Together, we will
take Himachal forward,
start new ‘riwaaz’ (cus-
tom), and bring BJP back
to power.” Making false
promises and giving false
guarantees has been the
Congress’ old trick, he al-
leged, adding that it never
even opened its manifesto
while the BJP is known for
toiling day and night to
fulfil what it says and re-

ferred to the abrogation of
Article 370 from Jammu
and Kashmir and building
Ram Temple at Ayodhya.

“Did we not fulfill the
promise of abrogation of
370? We had promised
Ram Temple. Today, Ram
Mandir is being built,” he
said. After Independence,
Congress committed the
country’s first scam in the
defence sector, Prime
Minister Modi alleged.

During its regime,
Congress always took com-
missions in defence deals.
It committed scams of
thousands of crores, he al-
leged at the poll rally in
Sundernagar in Mandi
district which is the home
district of Chief Minister
Jairam Thakur, who also
addressed the gathering.

‘Cong ignored HP as it is small state’

PM Modi addresses 
during a public meeting
ahead of the Himachal

Pradesh Assembly 
elections, at Sundar

Nagar in Mandi district,
Saturday.

BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  0055::  

Two alleged Naxalites,
including one member of a
supply team, surrendered in
Bijapur in Chhattisgarh on
Saturday, a police official said.

The two, in their early 20s,
are residents of Bijapur and
have said they decided to sur-
render due to exploitation and
discrimination in the outlawed
outfit, the official said.

One of them is part of the
supply team of the self-styled
‘Pamed area committee’ of the
proscribed movement, while

the second accused is a militia
member, he said. “Supply team
member Madvi Pojja joined the
movement in 2011, while
Madvi Mahesh had joined as a
Bal Sangham member in 2015.
The two are allegedly involved
in an attack on security per-
sonnel between Putkel and
Polampali in Sukma, in which
one CRPF jawan was killed,”
the official said.

The two have been given Rs
10,000 as financial assistance
as per the surrender and reha-
bilitation policy of the state
government, he added.

Two Naxalites surrender

New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate has arrested
Abbas Ansari, Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
MLA from Mau and son of
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari, in a
money laundering case, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

Abbas Ansari, 30, was ar-
rested after a long question-
ing session at the federal
agency’s office in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
they said. He has been ar-
rested in the money laun-
dering case being investi-
gated against his father and
family, they said. Last
month, the ED had attached

seven immovable assets of
Mukhtar Ansari worth Rs
1.48 crore (registry value).
Mukhtar Ansari, a five-
time former MLA, is cur-
rently lodged in jail in Uttar

Pradesh’s Banda. The 59-
year-old was questioned by
the ED in this case last year.
The agency had also raided
the official residence of his
elder brother and BSP MP
Afzal Ansari in Delhi and
some locations in Ghazipur,
Mohammadabad (in
Ghazipur district), Mau
and Lucknow in August.

The money laundering
case against Mukhtar
Ansari stems from multiple
FIRs registered by the Uttar
Pradesh Police apart from
two lodged against a compa-
ny called Vikas
Constructions (a partner-
ship firm) that was run by
his wife, two brothers-in-
law and others.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Abbas Ansari, Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
MLA ,being produced to a
court after his arrest,in
Prayagraj, Saturday.

ED arrests Mukhtar Ansari’s MLA son 

New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI):

Bypoll to the Mainpuri
Lok Sabha seat which fell
vacant following the
death of Samajwadi Party
leader Mulayam Singh
Yadav will be held on
December 5 along with by-
elections to five assembly
constituencies spread
across as many states, the
Election Commission said
on Saturday.

Yadav had passed away
last month following pro-
longed illness.

The Rampur assembly
seat in Uttar Pradesh
which fell vacant follow-

ing the disqualification of
SP leader Mohammad
Azam Khan is one of the
five seats going for the by-
polls.

Khan, who was the
Rampur MLA, was dis-
qualified by the speaker
after he was convicted
and sentenced to three-
year imprisonment in a
case of hate speech regis-
tered against him in April
2019.

The counting of votes
for the single parliamen-
tary and five assembly
seats will be held on
December 8 to coincide
with the Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh ballot
count.

Bypoll to one LS, 
5 Assly seats on Dec 05
 Counting on Dec 8 New Delhi, Nov 05:

The Centre has told
the Delhi high court
that the national an-
them ‘Jana Gana

Mana’ and the national
song ‘Vande Mataram’
“stand on the same level”
and citizens should show
equal respect to both.

While unlike the nation-
al anthem there are no
penal provisions or official
instructions about singing
or playing ‘Vande
Mataram’, the song occu-
pies a unique place in the
emotions and psyche of
Indians and all directions
of the high courts and the
Supreme Court concern-
ing the song are being fol-

lowed, it said. The submis-
sion was made by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
on an affidavit filed in re-
sponse to a public interest
litigation by lawyer
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay to ensure that
the song ‘Vande Mataram’
is as honoured and given
equal status as the nation-
al anthem.

Emphasising that both
the national song and the
national anthem have
their own sanctity and de-
serve equal respect, the
Centre stated that the sub-
ject matter of the present
proceedings can never be a
subject matter of a writ
petition.
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C ‘Jana Gana Mana’,

‘Vande Mataram’ equal

MODEL CODE VIOLATION

Rita Bahuguna
Joshi convicted 

LLuucckknnooww,,  NNoovv  0044  ((PPTTII)):: A spe-
cial court on Friday held BJP
MP Rita Bahuguna Joshi and
four others guilty of violation
of the model code of conduct
during the 2012 assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. The spe-
cial court for cases involving
MPs and MLAs later ordered
their release on probation for a
period of six months. Joshi was
a Congress leader in 2012 and
joined the BJP in 2016. The four
other convicts are Prabha
Srivastava, Ram Singh, Manoj
Chaurasia and Sanjai Yadav.
According to the prosecution,
the FIR in the case was lodged
at Krishna Nagar police station
against Joshi, who was con-
testing the election on a
Congress ticket, for addressing
a public rally in Bajranj Nagar
mohalla even after the time for
campaigning had ended.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: A
Workshop on the Topic of
"Preventive Vigilance and
Check points on common
irregularities" was organ-
ised by Vigilance
Department, Bhilai Steel
Plant in association with
Nandini Mines, for the col-
lective of Nandini Lime
Stone Mines on November
03 as a part of observance
of Vigilance Awareness
Week -2022. Around 25 per-
sons attended the work-
shop including Executives
and Non-Executives of
Nandini Mines. The pres-

entation on the subject
was given by Satyabrat
Kar, GM (Vigilance).
During the presentation,
Kar has explained about
Preventive Vigilance and
various check points,
which may be used by
Indenters/Operating
Authorities and
C o n t r a c t / P u r c h a s e
Officers to avoid common
irregularities in the
process of Procurement
and Contracts. The whole
program was coordinated
by Sudhakar Jamulkar,
GM (Nandini Mines) and
P Ekka, GM (Nandini
Mines).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: His Grace
Dr Stephanos Mar
Theodosius widely known
as Bhilai Thirumeni or
Bada Baba was born on
October 02, 1924 to Chacko
Kurian and Mariamma of
Kayalath Family in
P a t h a m o o t h o m ,
Kottayam, Kerala.
Ordained as Decon and
Priest by His Holiness
Geevarghese II, the
Catholicose; he started his
humanitarian services
from Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh as the Parish
Priest in 1952. Having

obtained his Bachelors
and Master's Degree from
Jabalpur University, he
also acquired his degrees
of BD and STM in
Theology from the United
States. He also served as
Vicar of Bombay,
Malaysia, Singapore,

Bahrain and many other
parishes at different times.
In 1972, he was appointed
as the Director of St
Thomas Orthodox Church
Mission at Bhilai.

In 1975, he was conse-
crated as a Bishop at
Niranam Valiyapalli and
was given the charge of
Madras Diocese. He was
ordained as the First
Metropolitan of Diocese of
Calcutta in 1979. For his
meritorious services to
the church, he was be-
stowed with the dignity of
Doctor of Divinity by
General Theological
Seminary, New York in
1990.

A man of Godly Ordain
with utmost devotion and
commitment; his positive
aura spread in every di-
mension. He devoted his
entire life for the Christian
witness and laid the foun-
dation for the first village

mission movement in
North India. He left for his
heavenly abode on
November 05, 2017 and is
laid to rest at St Thomas
Ashram, Bhilai.

When he arrived in
North India as a young
Priest with high ideals and
ambitions, he recognized
the poverty and supersti-
tious practices prevalent
in the villages.

To combat the hurdles
in rigid social system, his
remedy was to impart
quality education to the
society at large. Thus real-
ization dawned upon him
to set up schools alongside
churches. He was the pivot
behind the establishment
of educational institutions
from Madhya Pradesh to
Nagaland be it Balawadis
or Schools or an
Engineering College. His
continuous efforts helped
set up two dozen schools

and a PG college. The edu-
cational Institutions were
designed in helping and
developing the economi-
cally weaker sections of
the society. His humane
commitment to the society
gave a purpose and aim for
his philanthropic work.
His motto of 'Imparting
Value-based quality educa-
tion at affordable cost' to
the down-trodden and
weaker sections of the so-
ciety led to the establish-
ment of various educa-
tional institutions in
India.

Being a social reformer,
he undertook the task of
the betterment of the soci-
ety through his education-
al motives which provided
employment to many peo-
ple. His motto of impart-
ing education was tem-
pered with his devotion,
affection and selfless dedi-
cation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: As a part of
observance of Vigilance
Awareness Week-2022
(VAW-2022) an extempore
competition was organised
on November 04 at General
Conference Hall, 2nd Floor,
Ispat Bhavan by Vigilance
Department, BSP for the
employees of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The programme
started with administering
the Integrity Pledge to all
the participants, judges

and guests present.
There were number of

relevant topics conceptu-
alised by Vigilance depart-
ment from which every
participant had to random-
ly pick and speak. The
judges for the competition
were Shivani Jatrele, DGM
(C&IT) and Somit Aich,
DGM (C&IT). An over-
whelming response was re-
ceived from the partici-
pants. The content, presen-
tation style by the partici-
pants were exemplary. The

first, second, third and con-
solation prizes were bagged
by Amrita Gangrade, DGM
(C&IT), Jaya Tiwari, AGM
(Projects), RK Gupta,
Senior Manager (TSD) and
SP Nigam, Senior Manager
(ACWE) respectively. The
programme ended with in-
spiring address by the re-
spected Judges. The whole
program was coordinated
by Rakhi Tiwari, AGM
(Vigilance) and SK Biswal,
Senior Manager
(Vigilance).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Bhilai
Steel Plant is observing
the Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022 from October 31
to November 06. During
this week long celebration,
various inbound as well as
outreach activities are
being organised for sesitis-
ing the employees as well
as the stake holders to-
wards the ill effects of cor-
ruption and the joint ef-
forts to fight against it.

In the series of these ac-
tivities, an awareness
Gram-Sabha was also or-
ganised by Vigilance
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant in association
with the Nandini Mines
Organisation at
Government Primary
School, Medesara Village,
Near Nandini Mines.
Satyabrat Kar, GM
(Vigilance) and Acting
ACVO and Sudhakar

Jamulkar, GM (Nandini
Mines) graced the occa-
sion along with the other
officials of Nandini
Mines. From the
Medesara Village MK
Sahu, Head Master,
Government Middle
School, Medesara Village,
Sunil Banchhor, Head
Master, Government

Primary School, Medesara
Village, Villagers of
Medesara Village and
School Students were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Program began with
Saraswati Pooja and ad-
ministering the Integrity
Pledge to the gathering.
The same was followed by
various performances by

School Children such as
Folk Dance of
Chhattisgarh including
themes of corruption and
environment, Nukkad
Natak, Poems and speech
on corruption. Efforts of
the children was great and
same was appreciated by
all.

Satyabrat Kar, GM

(Vigilance) enlightened
the gathering with his in-
spirational words. In his
address he expressed the
importance of Villagers
and Children in fight
against corruption, which
is important for a devel-
oped nation. He stated that
role of every citizen is im-
portant in this mission
and together we can make
our Country Corruption
Free and surely a devel-
oped Nation.

At the end of the pro-
gram token gifts were dis-
tributed to all the partici-
pating children and the
teachers. The entire pro-
gram was concluded suc-
cessfully due to the efforts
put in by SK Biswal, SM
(Vigilance), Anurag
Mittal, Manager
(Vigilance), Ajay Singh,
Senior Inspector
(Vigilance) and the
Officials of Nandini
Mines.

Farmers get tokens through 
‘Token Tumhar Haath’ to sell paddy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
inspected the ongoing con-
struction work in Bada
Talab in Kumhari. Along
with this, he also inspected
the paddy procurement
center in Kumhari. During
the inspection of the pro-
curement centre, he ques-
tioned the manager at the
Kumhari Procurement cen-
ter regarding the token dis-
tribution through "Token
Tumhar Haath".

The manager replied
that two farmers have
taken tokens through this
online system. The
Collector said that this spe-
cial arrangement has been

launched as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
to provide convenience to
the farmers. Paddy sellers
can get the token online. He
instructed the officials to
publicise information
about this facility.

He spoke to the farmers
and inquired about other
facilities at the paddy pro-
curement center. The farm-
ers informed the Collector
that this year the farmers
who cultivated the early
ripening variety have got a
big relief due to the early
commencement of paddy
procurement.

Early commencement of
paddy procurement will re-
duce crowding in the pro-

curement centers and
farmers will be able to sell
their paddy with ease. The
Collector also saw the
Paddy Moisture Device and
weighing machines at the
paddy procurement center.

Along with this, he also
inquired about the acreage
error etc. He also inquired

about the condition of
gunny bags and said that in
any case, damaged gunny
bags should not be used.
Collector further instruct-
ed to ensure regular lifting
of paddy.

Collector also inspected
the ongoing beautification
work in Bada Talab.

Officials said that the civil
work has been completed
and now only the finishing
work is left which is being
done at a fast pace.
Collector instructed to
complete the project within
15 days.

The Collector also gave
instructions to organize
special camps for caste cer-
tificates. He instructed
them to organise special
camps and make public an-
nouncements so that the
maximum number of peo-
ple can get caste certifi-
cates. He added that this
work should be done on top
priority. He asked to pre-
pare a schedule for the
camps and instructed the
SDM to monitor the camps.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Durg
Police is conducting a spe-
cial operation against
those who consume liquor
in public places. On the
second day of the drive, ac-
tion was taken against an
illegally operated Ahata
(place that serves liquor)
and people found boozing
in public places. Police tar-
geted the illegal ahatas
near English Wine Shop in
Dhanora and Country
Liquor Shops in Potiya.

On the instructions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and guidance of ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, a
team led by CSP Vaibhav
Banker (IPS) raided illegal
Ahatas near English Wine

Shop in Dhanora and
Country Liquor Shop in
Potiya. They found ten
persons consuming liquor
at these Ahatas.

Ten other people in-
volved in serving liquor
were also taken into cus-
tody. Action was taken
against them under sec-
tion 36 (f) and 36 (C) of

Chhattisgarh Excise Act.
Tables, chairs, water

bottles, snacks packets,
disposable glass, liquor
bottles and Rs 8500 cash
were seized from this
place. Sub Inspector
Rajeev Tiwari (SHO,
Padmanabhpur) and staff
of Padmanabhpur Chowki
conducted the drive.

Collector inspects under construction roads 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is focussing on the
basic facilities for the peo-
ple in the district. In this
episode, he took stock of
the under construction
roads at various spots.
Engineers of the PWD de-
partment accompanied
him during the inspec-
tion.

The contractors were
instructed to stay present
at the construction sites
during the Collector's
visit. Meena took stock of
the road condition from
Jail Triangle to Pulgaon
Chowk and upto Anda,
the last border of the
Public Works
Department, Durg.

Expressing concern
over the pace of road con-
struction work, he gave
clear instructions to the
engineers and contractors

of PWD to speed up the
work and complete the
projects at the earliest.

While inspecting the
road widening works of

Pulgaon - Anda Road, he
asked the contractor to
give a deadline and asked
the officers to regularly
submit the progress re-
port of the work. He made
it clear to the engineers
and contractors that he
would conduct surprise
inspections any time.

During the visit, the
Collector also inspected
the bridge on the Pulgaon
Bypass road. He took in-
formation from the offi-
cials regarding the aver-
age daily traffic on this
route and the load-carry-
ing capacity of the bridge.
He directed the officers to
conduct technical analy-
sis and submit a report re-
garding the strength and
technical aspects of the
bridge.

CAF jawan commits suicide
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: A jawan
of Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging self at his resi-
dence on the intervening
night of Saturday. The in-
cident was an outcome of
a marital dispute. The
jawan allegedly quar-
relled with his wife till
late night on Friday.

Later he hanged himself
at his residence. The inci-
dent came into light on
Saturday morning. Supela
Police lodged a case and
investigations are on.
Police have recovered a
suicide note in which the
Jawan has levelled allega-
tions on his wife.

According to informa-

tion, the deceased jawan
was Vijay Kumar (30). He
was posted as a constable

in CAF 1st Battalion,
Bhilai. He resided with
his wife and 3 year old

daughter at Police
Quarters near the Post
Office in CAF 1st
Battalion premises.

The couple entered into
an argument over some
issue on Friday late
evening. The argument
continued till late night
and the Constable beat his
wife also. On Saturday
morning, he was found
hanging with a nylon rope
to the ceiling fan.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the spot
and conducted crime
scene investigation. A sui-
cide note was recovered
from the scene of crime.
After preparing an in-
quest, the body was sent
for autopsy. Supela Police
lodged an FIR and investi-
gations are on.
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Instructs to conduct technical analysis of Pulgaon Bypass bridge 

Crackdown continues on illegal
Ahata and public boozers

Awareness Gram Sabha at Medesara Village
under Vigilance Awareness Week-2022

VAW-2022: Extempore Competition
organised for employees of BSP

Late Lamented HG 
Dr Stephanos Mar Theodosius

Workshop organised
at Nandini Mines 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0055::  Bhilai Mayor Neeraj
Pal and Corporation Commissioner
Rohit Vyas took an assessment
meeting in the office auditorium to
review the departmental work and
the work being done on major
schemes of the government.
During this, information about the
progress of schemes and depart-
mental works was collected. The
meeting reviewed on Chief
Minister Slum Health Scheme, Shri
Dhanwantri Generic Medical Store
Scheme, Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
Mitan Yojana, Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Roka Cheka Abhiyan, Krishna Kunj
Yojana, revenue recovery, illegal
encroachment and illegal plotting,
cleaning in ward areas and street
mohallas. 

Also assessment was done for
action on single use plastic, work
of pipeline distribution and drink-
ing water system, lighting, infra-

structure items, state promoted,
centrally promoted, 14th finance
and 15th finance commission
works, status of yet to be started,
already underway and in progress
works, Chief Minister, Minister
and MLA fund, Mayor's fund,
Councilor's fund, status of works
of Alderman fund, status of repair
and maintenance of roads, in rela-
tion to establishment of vending
zone, beautification of dividers
and square-intersections,
Atmanand School etc. While dis-
cussing in detail, necessary in-
structions were given to do the
work keeping in mind the time
limit. Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh Sharma,
Executive Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
Assistant Engineer Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Deputy Engineer and
other officers/employees were
present in the meeting.

BMC Mayor, Commissioner
conduct review meeting 
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Timely intervention and continuous
training needed in Pediatric Emergency

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: To dis-
cuss technical advances,
trauma and toxicology,
psychiatry, education, and
research in Pediatric
Emergency, the first
National Conference of
the Indian Academy of
Pediatrics on Pediatric
Emergency was inaugu-
rated at All India Institute
of Medical Sciences on
Saturday. Experts praised
resources provided by the
government to reduce
mortality in Pediatric
Emergencies and suggest-
ed timely intervention
and continuous training
for better outcomes. The
Conference has reiterated

to achieve zero death rates
by 2025 due to acute kid-
ney injury in Pediatrics.

Prof. (Dr.) George A
D’Souza, President of
AIIMS, Raipur, inaugurat-
ed the Conference and
congratulated the organ-
izing committee for cover-
ing all vital aspects of
Pediatric Emergency.
‘AIIMS-R is the first to
identify the importance of
Pediatric Emergency, and
the Institute introduces
DM in Pediatric
Emergency. The health of
our children is a reflec-

tion of our nation’s
health. We have achieved
much in this area but still
have more to accomplish.
The pediatric emergency
is one such area. The
Conference will help
young doctors to handle
Pediatric emergency
more effectively, he said.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said
that Pediatric Emergency
could save many more
lives with timely interven-
tion. ‘There is a need to
develop it as a super spe-
cialty branch. Conference

and Workshop will un-
doubtedly be helpful to
young professionals to
learn from the Stalwarts,
he said.

Prof. Anil Kumar Goel
presented the annual re-
port of the IAP-PEM
chapter and hoped that
the topics discussed at the
Conference would lead to
further research in
Pediatric Emergency.
Chairperson Dr. Suresh
Gupta and Dr. Sunit
Singhi discussed the IAP’s
various initiatives to
strengthen Pediatric

Emergency in the country.
Organizing Secretary Dr.
Tushar B Jagzape and Dr.
Santosh Rathia informed
that a pre-conference
workshop was also organ-
ized on Friday. The
Workshop witnessed 100
delegates from different
parts of the country. The
Conference discussed the
point of care in
Ultrasound, triage, and
Pediatric Trauma and Life
Support.

Prof. Abhijeet Saha dis-
cussed various aspects of
acute kidney injury in pe-
diatric patients and vari-
ous reasons for AKI in low,
middle and high-income
countries and elaborated
on multiple clinical meth-
ods during treatment. The
three days conference will
cover emerging issues, in-
cluding Pediatric Trauma
Life Support and Scope of
Pediatric Emergency
Medicine in India. A sou-
venir was also released
during the Conference.

Online application process begins
for admission in Physiotherapy

graduate course

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05:
Applications can be sub-
mitted till November 9 for
admission in graduate
physiotherapy course
being run in government
and private physiothera-
py colleges of the state in
the year 2022. All partici-
pants of NEED are eligi-
ble to appear in the
process of admission in
graduate physiotherapy
course. No minimum
qualifying marks has
been set for this course.
The online application fee
is fixed at Rs 1000 for unre-
served category and other
category, Rs 500 for sched-
uled tribe and scheduled
caste category and Rs
10,000 for non-resident
Indians.

Director Medical

Education said that appli-
cants who have earlier ap-
plied online in MBBS or
BDS in the admission
year 2022, will not be re-
quired to pay online appli-
cation fee again. The
process of online applica-
tion has started from 04
November at 5 PM, which
will continue till 09
November at 3 PM. In case
of error in the online ap-
plication, the facility of
reset application will be
available to the candi-
dates only once.

On selection of the
reset application by the
candidates, the old online
application form will be
canceled and the appli-
cants will be able to fill
the new online applica-
tion. The reset application
fee of Rs 1000 has to be de-
posited online. The rules
for the admission process
can be seen in
Chhattisgarh Medical,
Dental and Physiotherapy
Physiotherapy Graduate
Admission Rules 2018.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: In com-
pliance to the announce-
ment of Chief Minister
Mr Bhupesh Baghel, the
mega drive of paddy
procurement has been
started in Chhattisgarh.
In the last four days of
this drive, around 69
thousand 783 metric
tons of paddy has been

procured from farmers
at support price. On
November 4, nearly 23
thousand 089 metric
tons of paddy was pro-
cured from the farmers,
and an amount of Rs
283.07 crore was released
to the farmers through
Bank linking arrange-
ment, as payment for the
paddy procured.

Officers of the Food
Department informed
that on November 4, 8671
tokens have been issued
to the registered farm-
ers. This includes the
606 tokens released

through ‘Tunhar Hath’
app. On November 5,
12,577 tokens were re-
leased in the state for
procurement of paddy,
including the 1428 to-
kens released through
‘Tunhan Hath’ app. The
process of paddy.
Officers concerned are
continuously monitor-
ing the process of paddy
procurement to ensure
maximum convenience
for the farmers.

Food Secretary Mr.
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that this year,
procurement of nearly

110 lakh metric tons of
paddy has been estimat-
ed.

As many as 25.92 lakh
farmers have registered
for selling paddy, and
1.86 lakh of these are
new farmers. 2497 pro-
curement centers have
been set up in the state
for procurement of
paddy at support price.
This year, the support
price of paddy has been
fixed at Rs 2040 per quin-
tal and the support price
of Grade A paddy  has
been fixed at Rs 2060 per
quintal.

BJP chalks out strategy for
November 11 agitation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: A large
number of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) work-
ers from Raipur District
would be participating in
the proposed “Hunkar
Rally” of Mahila Morcha
against the ruling
Congress government in
Bilaspur on November 11.

Raipur West Legislative
Assembly segment work-
ers on Saturday chalked
out strategy for the
November 11 agitation.
Raipur BJP Mahila
Morcha President Seema
Sahu informed that the list
of the party workers, who

would be participating in
the agitation, has been
submitted to the
Organization to make es-
sential arrangements.
Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) Leader

of Opposition Meenal
Choubey claimed that the
women are agitated
against the Congress gov-
ernment due to increase in
crime and sale of illegal
liquor. She further stated

that women are also agitat-
ed as no steps have been
taken by the Congress gov-
ernment to deliver the
promise on liquor prohibi-
tion across Chhattisgarh.

Addressing the meeting
here, the BJP
Spokesperson and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
said that more than 1 lakh
BJP workers would strong-
ly register protest against
the Congress government
through “Hunkar Rally” in
Bilaspur on November 11.

BJP Raipur Unit
President Jayanti Patel
and other office-bearers
were also present during
the meeting here.

Vigilance awareness week concludes at NIT Raipur
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: NIT
Raipur’s vigilance
awareness week con-
cluded on 5th November
2022 with a prize distri-
bution ceremony for the
events conducted
throughout the week.
The Chief Guest for the
event was Dr. PY
Dhekne, Dean (Student
Welfare), who elaborat-
ed on fight against cor-
ruption making people
aware about the same.
Dr. S. Sthapak, Chief
Vigilance Officer, NIT
Raipur gave her opinion
on the importance of
vigilance awareness
week.

Abhinay - The
Dramatics Club present-
ed a Nukkad natak for
raising consciousness
on Vigilance Awareness
Week, on 4th November

2022. The theme of the
nukkad was  “Baat
Pyaar Se Bhi to Ki Jaa
Sakti Hai”. The street
play wonderfully por-
trayed the significance
of a vigilant mind while
depicting various social
circumstances, enlight-

ening the attendees. Dr.
Govardhan Bhatt, ad-
dressed everyone in at-
tendance, and urged
them to be vigilant
against corruption for
the betterment of the
nation. The team of
Abhinay also performed

the street play in the
Nukkad Natak competi-
tion - Awaaz at the
Technovate fest at IIIT
Naya Raipur on 5th
November 2022, for
which they won the 2nd
runner ups position.

For the Essay Writing

Competition held on 1st
November, Dr. Ayush
Khare, Department of
Physics, Sachin
Kotwani and Deepak
Sagar, Information
Technology won the 1st
2nd and 3rd prize in the
Faculty category where-
as Prashant Shukla,
Aditya Tiwari and
Devendra Kumar Singh
won the 1st 2nd and 3rd
prizes in the student cat-
egory. For the debate
competition held on 2nd
November, the 1st 2nd
and 3rd prizes were
earned by Vanshika
Gupta, Lakhan Sharma
and Bhumika
Dewangan respectively.
The poster design com-
petition held on 3rd
November was won by
Isha Khobragade,
Azhaan Mahmood Baig
and Ritwik Halder as
1st, 2nd and 3rd winners.

RDA admn removes encroachment
from Adarsh Bazar complex
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Raipur, Nov 05: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) administration on
Saturday removed en-
croachment from 25 shops
in the Adarsh Bazar
Scheme with the help of
administration.

According to the infor-
mation received, these 25
shops were creating hur-
dles to the renovation and
strengthening of the exist-
ing infrastructure of the
Complex.

Officials said that apart
from repairing, the neno-
vation of first floor and D
Block would be carried out
after clearing the en-
croachment.

RDA administration has
prepared the drawing and
design of the Building
from National Institute of

Technology on the direc-
tives of RDA Chairman
Subhash Dhuppad.

Officials informed that
the shop keepers had con-
structed additional shed
before their shops. With no
response from them after
serving notices, the RDA

officials reached the spot
with Administrative team
to remove the encroach-
ment. Superintendent
Engineer Anil Gupta,
Executive Engineer RK
Jain and other officials
were present during the
eviction drive.

BJP alleges political patronage in acquisition
of Chandulal Medical College

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday ques-
tioned the Acquisition
process of Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College of Durg by the
Congress government by
claiming that the amount
of Rs 278 crore has been
given to the outgoing
Directors for the pur-
chase against the actual
valuation amount of Rs
139 crore.

Addressing a press
conference at party office
situated at Ekatma
Parishar, the BJP
Spokesperson Devlal
Thakur said that the
state government has
failed to re-start the

Medical College this year
again as Medical Council
of India (MCI) has not
given fresh recognition
to College for admission
to the students. He held
the lacunae on part of
the state government to
get MCI inspection for

recognition for admis-
sions which resulted in
Zero Year once again.
Thakur alleged that
College has been ac-
quired to give undue ben-
efits to the Directors of
College under political
patronage. He also smells

corruption in the entire
process of acquisition of
College.

BJP Media in-charge
Amit Chimnani and
other members of media
panel were also present
during the press confer-
ence.

Bypoll for Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat to be held on Dec 5

Raipur, Nov 05: The by-
poll to the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in
Chhattisgarh, which fell
vacant last month follow-
ing the death of Congress
MLA and Deputy
Assembly Speaker Manoj
Singh Mandavi, will be
held on December 5, poll
authorities said on
Saturday.

Mandavi (58), who rep-
resented Maoist-hit
Bhanupratappur in
Kanker district for three
terms, died on October 16
following a heart attack.

With the announce-
ment of the bypoll, the
Model Code of Conduct
has come into force with
immediate effect in

B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly segment, which
is reserved for the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) cate-
gory, State Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Reena
Babasaheb Kangale told
reporters.

“The gazette notifica-
tion for the bypoll will be
issued on November 10.
Filing of nominations

will begin on the same
day. The last date of filing
nominations is November
17, while the scrutiny of
nomination forms will be
held the next day.
Candidates can withdraw
their names from the fray
till November 21,” she
said.

Polling will be held on
December 5, while count-
ing of votes will take
place on December 8, she
added. “There are 1,95,678
voters, comprising 95,186
males, 1,00,491 females
and one third gender per-
son. There will be 356
polling stations in the con-
stituency, of which 239 are
in rural areas and the re-
maining 17 are urban
ones. All COVID-19 pre-

vention protocols will be
followed during the by-
poll,” Kangale added.

In the 2018 Assembly
poll, the Congress had
registered a landslide vic-
tory winning 68 seats in
the 90-member House,
while subsequent bypolls
took the tally to 71.

Meanwhile, the opposi-
tion BJP’s spokesperson
Kedar Gupta said people
will give a befitting reply
to the Congress govern-
ment for not being able to
protect tribal quota,
which reduced from 32
per cent to 20 percent fol-
lowing a High Court
order, and due to the dete-
riorating law and order
situation. He said the BJP
will win the bypoll.

Nearly 69,783 metric tons of paddy procured
in the state in a short span of four days

As many as 25,493
farmers have sold
paddy so far

Submission of
applications till 3
pm on November 9

Dr. Suresh Gupta, Chairperson, IAP-PEM addressing national Conference in AIIMS-R.

First Conference of
IAP-PEM inaugurated
in AIIMS-R

More than 200 
delegates participate

Chhattisgarh sees 19

COVID-19 cases, no death;

active tally now 146

Raipur, Nov 05:
Chhattisgarh on Friday
reported 19 COVID-19
cases at a positivity rate
of 0.63 per cent, taking
the tally to 11,77,607,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,143, an official said.
The recovery count in-
creased by 29 during the
day and reached
11,63,318, leaving the
state with 146 active
cases, he said. “Durg led
with four cases. No coro-
navirus case was report-
ed in 18 districts. With
3,007 samples examined
during the day, the tally
of COVID-19 tests car-
ried out so far in the
state went up to
1,87,50,340,” he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,607, new cases 19,
death toll 14,143, recov-
ered 11,63,318, active
cases 146, today tests
3,007, total tests
1,87,50,340.

Kabaddi competition organized
by District Administration and

Police Department
Gariaband, Nov 05: District
Collector Prabhat Malik and
Superintendent of Police Amit
Tukaram Kamble distributed
prizes to the players of the win-
ning team in Kabaddi competi-
tion, collectively organized by
District Administration and
Police Department Gariaband
at Tehsil Headquarter Mainpur
Nagar.18 Kabaddi teams from
all over Mainpur Development
Block area participated in two
Kabaddi codes and a large
number of youth, elderly and
rural women from rural areas
including the city had also
come to see the competition,
amidst great enthusiasm.
President of District Congress
Committee Gariaband
Bhavsinh Sahu, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Chandresh Thakur, SDOP
Police Mainpur Anuj Kumar

Gupta, Chief of District
Panchayat Mainpur Executive
Officer Ashish Anupam Toppo,
Forest Department SDO
Rajendra Sori and other digni-
taries were present.Best raider
award was given to Diggu of
Khamharipara, best defender
award to Laxman Yadav
Khamharipara and best all-
rounder Nikesh Dewan
Mainpur were also given tro-
phy and cash prizesby the
Collector and SP.On this occa-
sion, prominently senior citi-
zens Komal Singh Thakur,
Youth Congress President
Shahid Memon, Rudeshwar
Sahu, Sanjay Gupta, Tikam
Patel, Mukesh Thakur, employ-
ees of various departments in-
cluding sarpanch of village
panchayats, public representa-
tives and local staff of police
department were present.

DC inspects under construction roads

Koriya, Nov 05: According
to the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the work of maintenance of
roads is being done expedi-
tiously in the district. The
roads are being upgraded
with the intention of pro-
viding better transporta-
tion facilities to the people
and in this sequence,
District Collector Vinay

Kumar Langeh here in-
spected 19 km upgradation
and renovation work of
Kendai-Chotia-Bardar-
Kharagwan-Baikunthpur-
Sonhat-Ramgarh road in
Ramgarh area of ??Sonhat
by the Public Works
Department. The Collector
took detailed information
about the progress of the
construction work from

the officials present and
while directing the offi-
cers, he said that the main-
tenance works of the roads
should be completed in a
quality manner within the
time limit, otherwise strict
action would be ensured.
The Collector also, while
closely inspecting the
maintenance work, fur-
ther inspected the 7 km
under construction road
including the bridge-cul-
vert at Vikrampur-Karri-
Podi in Karri village.
During the inspection, the
Collector talked to the vil-
lagers present and took
feedback on the road con-
struction work, for which
the villagers expressed
happiness and told that
there was a great need of
road her and commuting
will be very convenient for
the coming paddy procure-
ment season.

‘Goods made by women’s groups attract massive crowd’

Raipur, Nov 05: The
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has put up stalls of
the exhibition and sales
center at the Rajyotsava
that was commenced on
November 1 in Science
College ground of Raipur.
These sales centers have
attracted massive crowd
to purchase goods manu-
factured by women’s
groups. The goods made
by SHGs include mobile
pockets, bags made from
banana fiber, cookies,
earthen lamps, decora-
tion items, candles, floor
cleaners, handwash, and

soaps. Artists from all
over the country and
abroad, who have partici-
pated in the National
Tribal Dance Festival,
have also visited the
stalls and understood the
rural development plans
in the state. The artists of
Mozambique visited the
stall of the Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department on
November 3 and took in-

formation about various
schemes run by the de-
partment.

The exhibition of the
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department at Rajyotsav
introduced the depart-
mental schemes through
attractive models based
on activities of Narva
Treatment, Swachh
Bharat Mission, and
Mahatma Gandhi Rural

Industrial Park. The ex-
hibition also depicted
about the road construc-
tion in the state under
Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana. This exhi-
bition also displayed the
achievements made by
MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme) in the state.

Massive crowds of youth turn out in Transport Department’s stall

Raipur, Nov 04: The
youth of the state are
showing great enthusi-

asm to avail the advan-
tage of the on-spot facili-
ty provided in the
Transport Department’s
stall during the
Rajyotsava organised at
Science College Ground
in the capital Raipur. On-
the-spot learning licenses
were provided to 500
youths in just three days
from 1 to 3 November.
These include 103
Licensed   on November
1, 178 on November 2 and
219 on November 3 and
this process of facilitat-
ing the grant of learning
license in the stall will
continue till November 6.

According to the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, trans-
port related services in
Chhattisgarh are being
made easier and conven-
ient for the citizens day

by day by the Department
under the guidance of
Transport Minister Mr.
In this regard, an impor-

tant facility “Tuhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar” is
being operated efficiently
by the Transport

Department. Under this,
so far, about 14 lakh
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and

driving licenses have
been delivered to people
sitting at home. These in-
clude 9 lakh 27 thousand
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and 4
lakh 56 thousand driving
licenses.

In order to make the
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more acces-
sible, a helpline number
75808-08030 has been is-
sued by the department,
which provides informa-
tion and this helpline is
operational from 10 am to
5.30 pm on all working
days. Applicants can also
get the desired informa-
tion by sending an e-mail
to the e-mail id cgpariva-
handispatch@gmail.com.
By calling on the above
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the infor-
mation related to the dis-

patch of their driving li-
cense and registration
certificate.

It is worth mentioning
that in order to make
transport related services
even more easy and in the
vicinity of people’s
homes , transport facility
centers are being opened
in Chhattisgarh at a
rapid pace. Under this,
235 transport facility cen-
ters have been estab-
lished in the state so far.
After this facility, people
will not need to make
rounds of unauthorized
agents for transport relat-
ed facilities, while trans-
port related facilities will
be available near the
homes of people.
According to the an-
nouncement made by the
Chief Minister, the estab-
lishment of 1000 trans-

port facility centers in
the state is likely to create
employment for about 5
thousand youth.

In the transport depart-
ment’s stall information
on High security registra-
tion plates, one-time set-
tlement scheme, facility
of panic button for safety
of women in passenger
vehicles, road safety quiz
related to traffic rules
and road safety and
Electric Vehicle Policy-
2022 etc was also given to
visitors. Moreover, under
the Electric Vehicle
Policy 2022, services such
as Road tax fee waiver,
DBT, facilities of subsidy,
exemption from permit
and exemption from con-
ventional fuel and 10 per-
cent subsidy (maximum
up to 1.50 lakh) are also
available.

‘Strict action to be taken against 
middlemen in paddy procurement’ 
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Mungeli, Nov 05:
District Collector Rahul
Deo here reviewed the
law and order situation
in the district in detail
by taking a joint meeting
of officers of Revenue
and Police Department.
In the meeting, he direct-
ed to strengthen the in-
formation system to
maintain law and order
in the district and for
this, he told the team of
officers of the district
administration and po-
lice administration to
work in coordination
with each other. Talking
about paddy procure-
ment, he said that it is a
high priority task of the
government and for this,

during the procurement
of paddy, instructions
were given to keep a
strict vigil on the coach-
es and middlemen and
take strict action against
those selling illegally
paddy. Similarly, he also
instructed the patrolling
team to visit the paddy
procurement centers
continuously and said
that the amount of farm-
ers selling paddy on sup-

port price is getting de-
posited in their bank ac-
counts. He directed to
eliminate the cases reg-
istered in the police sta-
tion, and to take action
against those who are
gambeling and against
illegal liquor sellers. On
this occasion SDM, DSP,
Tehsildar, Naib
Tehsildar and SHO of all
the sub-divisions were
present.
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There is a lot of enthu-
siasm and satisfaction
among the people due
to the availability of 
on-spot facilities

500 youth got learning
license 

General public can avail
the services of Tunhar
sarkar, Tunhar dwaar’
by calling on the
helpline number 75808-
08030

Electric Vehicle Policy
2022: Waiver of road
tax fee and exemption
from permit etc

Panchayat and Rural
Development
Department put up
stalls of exhibition and
sales center at
Rajyotsava

Artists of Mozambique
also understood the
plans of rural develop-
ment
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Raipur, Nov 05:
National Institute of
Technology Raipur’s
Click Club - The
Photography Club had
organised an exclusive
photography exhibition
called “Aura” from 2nd
November to 4th
November 2022.

The exhibition com-
menced with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony fol-

lowed by lamp lighting.
Dr. P. Y. Dhekne, Dean
(Faculty Welfare), Dr.
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(Research &
Consultancy), and Dr. S.
Sanyal, Faculty In-
Charge, Click Club were
the distinguished guests
who inaugurated the
event.

The exhibition was
successfully organised
under the guidance of Dr.
S. Sanyal. Various capti-

vating photographic gen-
res were put on display
that not only provided a
glimpse into the genre
but also conveyed the
sense of the occasion on
which the shot was
taken. Different images
were showcased on dif-
ferent days. The viewers
carefully examined the
images taken by Click
Club members and high-
ly praised them for their
mesmerising clicks.

Apart from the exhibi-
tion, the official website
of Click Club was also
launched by the es-
teemed guests.

Furthermore, a feed-
back section was con-
ducted wherein the visi-
tors could comment on
the photographs. The
event concluded with full
enthusiasm and captivat-
ing experiences plaster-
ing the memories of all
the visitors.

Photography Exhibition at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Nov 06:Indian
Institute of Management
Raipur, launched its flag-
ship Industry Interaction
event, “Leadership
Summit 2022” on 5th
November 2021 with great
enthusiasm. The theme of
the summit is ‘India’s New
Stride : Building For The
Future’. The summit aims
to provide a unique plat-
form for industry experts
and students to interact
and discuss key ideas
which would help the up-
coming management pro-
fessionals in tackling fu-
ture challenges in a profi-
cient manner. The inaugu-
ral ceremony was graced
by Chief Guest Sandeep
Upadhyay, Managing
Director & Chief
Executive Officer,
Centrum Capital; Prof.
Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur and
Prof. Parikshit Charan,
Chairperson, Corporate
Relations, IIM Raipur.
Prof. Parikshit Charan

welcomed the Chief Guest
and introduced other
panel members. He shared
his views on leadership.
He stated that leadership
is a perilous expense
worth the cost. It is worth
the risk because the goal
extends beyond what one
can imagine. Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani highlight-
ed the importance of cog-
nitive skills, conative
skills, and emotive skills
that makes a leader stand
out from the crowd.

Sharing some impor-
tant statistical figures re-
lated to the Indian econo-
my Chief Guest, Sandeep
Upadhyay in his keynote
address predicted India
being the 3rd largest econ-
omy in the next 3-4 years.
According to him
Government policies have
been aiding this growth,
starting with GST and
more overarching
changes on the policy
front. In the last 5 years,
India emerged as the

ground for start-ups to
grow and have developed
more unicorns than any
country in such a short
span of time. The Guest of
Honor, Rakesh Sinha,
Senior Executive Vice
President - National Head
- Acquisition & ROCE at
Kotak Mahindra Bank, en-
couraged students to fig-
ure out their own unique-
ness, develop awareness,
remain focused, and build
wealth. Prof. Kamal K
Jain, Dean - Academics,
IIM Raipur concluded the
inauguration ceremony
with a vote of thanks.

The inauguration cere-
mony was followed by
panel discussions. The
first-panel discussion saw
insights on the topic
‘Building Agility for
Volatile Business
Scenarios’, which was
moderated by Prof. Pankaj
Singh, Associate
Professor, HRM &
Organizational Behaviour,
IIM Raipur. He gave a brief

introduction to this inter-
esting topic and initiated
the discussion.

Sandeep Upadhyay, MD
& CEO, Centrum India
stated that the underlying
need should be defined to
have flexibility around the
organization’s business
model.

The second panel’s dis-
cussion was on the topic
‘Building Leadership
Talent from Grass Roots’,
moderated by Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar,Professor
- Marketing, IIM Raipur.
The last panel of the day
was on the topic “Driving
Business Value through
T e c h n o l o g i c a l
Innovation” moderated by
Prof. Sumeet Gupta, Dean
– External & ERP, IIM
Raipur. The event came to
a close with the students
of the PGP batch thank-
ing the third panel and
other speakers, thereby
concluding the first day of
the 6th Leadership
Summit.

IIM Raipur hosts the 6th Leadership Summit 2022
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Raipur, Nov 05:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has writ-
ten to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel seeking
details of the steps taken
by the state government to
restore the reservation
benefits of tribals as their
quota has reduced to 20
per cent from 32 per cent
following a recent High
Court order, an official
said on Friday.

The governor has asked
that immediate action be
taken to resolve the issue
by passing a bill after con-
vening a special session
of the Assembly or by
bringing an ordinance,
the Raj Bhawan official

said. The Chhattisgarh
High Court in September
set aside the state govern-
ment’s 2012 order to raise
the quota to 58 per cent in
government jobs and ad-
missions in educational
institutions, holding that
the quota limit breaching
the 50 per cent ceiling was
unconstitutional.

Following the HC’s de-
cision, reservation for
tribal communities de-
clined to 20 percent from
32 percent, leading to re-
cruitment for govern-
ment posts being put on
hold, the governor’s letter
said.

Various tribal outfits as
well as government em-
ployees’ associations have
been protesting over over

this issue, the letter said,
adding that dissatisfac-
tion among tribal com-
munities was leading to a
law and order situation.

“As Chhattisgarh is a
tribal-dominated state, it
is my responsibility as
Governor to protect their
interests and uphold the
basic spirit of the
Constitution,” the gover-
nor said in the letter.

“The governor has
asked the CM to provide
details of steps taken by
the state government to
restore the 32 percent
reservation benefit. She
has also sought the de-
tails of future course of
action to be taken by the
state government in this
regard,” the official said.

Guv writes to CM seeking
steps to restore tribal quota

benefits post HC order

Amla Navami celebrated
in traditional way 

KKhhaarroorraa,,  NNoovv  0055::  In village
Bhadaha, the festival of Amla
Navami was celebrated with
great pomp and traditional way
by the entire Chandrakar
Samaj .After worshiping collec-
tively by law, the people of the
whole society gathered at one
place and the unity in the soci-
ety was clearly visible along
with the religious atmosphere.
At present, Ghanshyam
Chandrakar has been appoint-
ed as the central representa-
tive in the society. On this
occasion Ghanshyam
Chandrakar Sukdev Sharma,
Secretary Anil Chandrakar,
Gulzari Chandrakar Bisoha
Chandrakar, who is a member
of the society, Roshan
Chandrakar, Kamlesh
Chandrakar, Vishnu
Chandrakar, Tenu Chandrakar,
and other villagers were pres-
ent.
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Kharora, Nov 05: ON oc-
casion of the 22nd an-
niversary of the State's
Foundation Day, the party
workers of BJP Kharora

Mandal observed the foun-
dation day here on Friday.
At the ward No. 14 of city's
Shikshak Colony,
Chhattisgarh State
Foundation day was ob-
served by the intelli-

gentsia and public repre-
sentatives. On this occa-
sion peoplpe garlanded
the photo of 'Chhattisgarh
Mahatari' and Bharat
Mata and former PM Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

On this occasion
Nagar Panchayat
President Anil Soni,
senior social worker
Sitaram Yadav, BJP
Mandal President NK
Thakur gave informa-
tion about the develop-
ment works right after
the formation of state.

During this retired
teacher Mahesh
Verma, Ram Singh
G i l h a r e ,
C h a n d r a k u m a r
Dadsena, Vikas
Thakur in their ad-
dress remembered the

founder of Chhattisgarh
former PM late Shri Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Sweets
were also distributed
among the people to celer-
bate the occasion.

During this Nagar
Panchayat President Anil
Soni, senior social worker
Sitaram Yadav, BJP
Mandal President NK
Thakur, Roshan
Chandrakar, Sanjeev
D e w a n g a n ,
Chandrakumar Dadsena,
retired teacher AK
Dewangan, Mahesh
Verma, Ramsingh
Gilhare, Vikas Thakur,
Sunil Nayak, Bisoha Ram
Dewangan, corporator
Rashmi Verma,
Panchram Yada, Deepak
Dhankar, and others were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Nov 05: The
roads not only link the
habitats, but also pave way
for development works in
the region. So as per in-
structions by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the work that of construc-

tion and repair of culverts,
roads, and bridges is being
done on priority basis.

In this context, Collector
Harris S. took stock of
progress in the road repair
works in rural areas of
Chindgarh and Sukma
block here on Friday.
During this PMGSY EE

Anil Rathore and SDO and
Sub-Engineer were pres-
ent. Collector took stock of
road repair work from
Neelawaram to
Phulbagdai, Nayanar to
Erpa, Gadiras to Tongras,
Badegurve to Kukanar,
Maharapara to Surbhiras
and checked the road from

Pakela to Aandumpal and
newly constructed belly-
bridge on river Dumam.
During this he issued in-
structions to the officers to
ensure quality construc-
tion work. In addition to
this on completion of
Nayanar-Erpa road in 2021,
a total of 32 km distance
will be saved for going to
Gadiras via Kukanar to
Sukma. With this move-
ment of villagers and
heavy vehicles has in-
creased from Nayanar to
Erpa. So seeing the need for
road repair work, Collector
Harris S. directed the offi-
cers to carry it out speedily.

Apart from this due to
heavy rains and flood situa-
tion in the region, he also
conducted inspection of
damaged culverts and
bridge at Pendalnar culvert
on Gadiras- Kukanar road
and on Leda to Chidpal
route.

ECoR felicitates 60 students
from various schools

Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Nov 05:
Students from various
Schools of Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack have been felic-
itated by East Coast
Railway, today; in an Award
giving function, held at it's
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,
Bhubaneswar. Certificates
and Prizes have been given
to the students for their out-
standing performance in
On-The-Spot Essay, Debate
& Painting Competitions to
mark Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022.

To mark Vigilance
Awareness Week-2022, East
Coast Railway organized
these competitions to
aware the general public,
especially Railway employ-
ees and Rail Users and also
to bring out transparency
which would ultimately
help in serving in a fair and

effective manner.
Gracing the occasion,

ECoR Principal Chief
Mechanical Engineer and
In Charge of Addl General
Manager, R. Raja Gopal dis-
tributed prizes to the
school students for their
outstanding performance
in different competitions to
mark Vigilance Awareness
Week. Altogether 60 stu-
dents from different

Schools and wards of
Railway Employees were
received prizes. A Street
Play (Nukkad Natak) was
also performed by the
Railway employees of
Waltair Division on
Corruption and their effect
in day to day life, to mark
the occasion.

Vigilance Bulletin has
also been released by Addl
General Manager (I/C) to
mark this occasion.
Principal Heads of
Departments of ECoR,
Senior Officials, Railway
Employees, School
Children and their parents
& Teachers were attended
the Award giving ceremo-
ny. Sanjay Kumar
Mohapatra, Chief
Vigilance Officer and
Senior Dy. General
Manager of East Coast
Railway coordinated the
function.

8 domestic power consumers clear
outstanding amount of Rs 2.22 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Nov 05: The
electricity department of
Pendra city has started
campaign against default-
ers of electricity bills with
the consumers and it was
as per instructions by ED
Bilaspur Sanjay Patel and
PK Komejwar (SE-
Bilaspur), EE UK Sonwani
snapped off mass power
connections in different
parts of the city on Friday.

In this disconnection
drive, Anubha Lakda JE-
Pendra, Bhuneshwar Sahu-
JE Pendra Road, Meena
Kanwar JE Kotamikala,
Faizan Khan (JE) Trainee
Marwahi and linemen
were present. In the action

taken the power consumers
from Purani Basti area,
Marwahi road, and Bus
Stand area were not paying
the electricity bill even
after frequent notices and
contact and in this power
connections of 15 default-
ers was snapped off and in

this action 8 of the con-
sumers paid their electrici-
ty bills totalling Rs 2,22,140.
EE UK Sonwani from
Pendra Road informed that
with domestic power con-
sumers not regularly pay-
ing their electricity bills,
they were unable to avail

benefit of half-bijili bill
scheme of the state govern-
ment. On this occasion all
the defaulters electricity
bills consumers were given
information about the
scheme and said that their
electricity bills will be re-
duced to half for reading
upto 400 units per month.
He informed that this work
of mass disconnection of
power lines would continue
in the near future till the en-
tire outstanding amount of
electricity bills of default-
ers is recovered.

On the other hand, he in-
formed that those getting
power connections done
even after disconnection
through private electrician
will face action under
Section 135 and 138 of
Electricity Act. A total of 22
cases have been booked in
the special court in Pendra
Road and Bilaspur and this
action has left the power
consumers with outstand-
ing amount in fear, specially
in view of festive season.

Plants grow on walls of
Inter-State Bus Stand building 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov   05: There
are thousands of passers-
passes by every day, and
on the other hand the offi-
cers sitting in the air-con-
ditioner room of the of-
fice do not even reach to
see around. All the limits
of neglect and careless-
ness are being seen in the
exceeding urban area.

The departmental offi-

cers engaged in tendering
and commissioning of
construction works worth
crores are shunning pub-
lic welfare works. Plants
have grown on the walls
of the Inter-State Bus
stand for months, which
are now grown and be-
comes into trees, but the
municipality is helpless
and careless.

At the same time, hun-
dreds and thousands of

passers-by who come
here daily are getting in-
convenienced due to the
stench of mutton-chicken
market near the bus
stand.

Garbage, dirt, defeca-
tion and stench are
spread around the bus
stand, which has not been
cleaned. In such a situa-
tion, the residents of the
nearby wards are also fac-
ing problems.
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Defecation, dirt and stench spread around the bus stand

What official says…
Municipal officer B L

Nureti said that the work of
the night shelter has been
given to the contractor
only. The maintenance
work of the night shelter
for three years is of the
contractor. But what if the
shopkeepers throw the
garbage there every day
what can be done? 

p When electricity
deptt started 
disconnection drive

p Action taken on total
15 power consumers

Ensure quality repair work of roads: Collector
Roads are equally important for villagers

‘Children informed about
corruption-free India’

KKhhaarroorraa,,  NNoovv  0055::  Under the
Vigilance Awareness week
(VAW) in 38th Battalion of
ITBF in Kharora, a vigilance
awareness week was observed
in Bharat Dewagan Govt HS
School last on Nov 3. Under
this the Dy. Commandant/GD
38th Battalion ITBF Sanjeev
Ratan delivered lecture to chil-
dren on 'corruption-free' India
and 'developed-India' and said
that the future of the country
now rests on their foundation
and added that irrespective of
the service, business or work
they will do in the near future,
please adhere to truth, hon-
esty and work with dedication
and commitment. The pro-
gramme was conducted and
compered by Harish
Dewangan Vice Principal,
Shahina Parveen, Lecturer. On
this occasion Inspector /GD
38th Battalion Premshankar
Kashyap and other office bear-
ers were present.

BJP Kharora mandal observe state’s foundation day
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‘Need to blend ancient knowledge
with modern science’

Dehradun, Nov 05 (PTI) 

Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh on
Saturday stressed on the
modernisation of indige-
nous texts of ancient knowl-
edge as India seeks to assert
its scientific prowess in the
world. Inaugurating the na-
tional conference on ‘Akash
Tattva Akash for Life’ here,
Singh said India’s indige-
nous knowledge and ancient
texts were ignored as stu-
dents of science pursued
their studies based on texts
written by authors of other
countries. “There is a scien-
tific basis to this linking of
ancient knowledge with
modern science. What India
has, others are not aware of

it. We are also not aware of
what we have because we
have been reading their lit-
erature,” Singh said at the
conference where former
RSS general secretary
Suresh ‘Bhaiyyaji’ Joshi,
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, sec-
retaries of science depart-
ments of the central govern-
ment were also present.

“Our textbooks were written
by authors of other coun-
tries. We did not have the
kind of resources and hence
could not appreciate our
own knowledge,” he said,
adding that the conference
could be a step in that direc-
tion. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been en-
couraging all streams of sci-
ences since he came to
power, Singh said.

Singh said the idea of a se-
ries of conferences blending
the ancient knowledge of
‘pancha maha bhoota’ or five
basic elements of life with
modern science was first
mooted by Joshi and it was a
challenge to ensure that the
message did not slip into the
realm of superstition.

Child-friendly libraries to
develop reading habit

Ranchi, Nov 05 (PTI) 

Students of government
primary schools in
Jharkhand will soon have
access to child-friendly li-
braries where they will get
books of their interest,
which would help develop
their reading habits and
enhance learning capacity,
officials said.

The Jharkhand
Education Project Council
(JEPC) has already piloted
50 such well-decorated li-
braries with low-height
chairs and tables in the
state in association with a
non-profit organisation
working for children’s lit-
eracy and girls’ education.

Reading and learning
ability among primary
students have been a con-
cern for the state educa-
tion department.

An analysis of the
Annual Status of
Education Report suggests

that reading ability among
students declined between
2008 and 2018. Notably, a
mere 29.4 per cent of chil-
dren in government
schools in Class 5 in
Jharkhand were able to
read a Class-2 level text-
book in 2018, while the
count was 51.9 per cent in
2008, according to an
ASER report. The ASER is
a citizen-led household
survey that aims at under-
standing whether children
in rural India are enrolled
in schools and whether
they are learning.

“We have tied up with
Room to Read’ for the li-
brary project. The organi-
sation is setting up li-
braries and providing
study materials at no cost
to the government. If the
project is successful, it will
be extended on a large
scale through a proper
scheme,” JEPC director
Kiran Kumari Pasi told
PTI. The objective of such
libraries is to develop a
habit of reading out of syl-
labi and inculcate reading
skills among students of
Classes 1 to 5, she said.

‘Inter-state water disputes favour none’
New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI) 

The time has come to
take proactive steps to re-
solve all inter-state water
disputes as these favour
none and are against the
interest of the country and
people at large, Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar said on
Saturday.

He also reminded people
that natural resources
such as water and fuel
should not be wasted as the
country can ill afford to do
so.

Addressing the valedic-
tory function of the 7th
India Water Week in
Greater Noida, Dhankhar
stressed the need to rejuve-
nate water bodies.

“In the true spirit of fed-
eralism, the time has come
now that we take proactive
initiatives to resolve inter-
state water disputes,” he
said underling that these

disputes are “in favour of
none” and go against the
interest of the country and
people at large.

The water disputes be-
tween states in the country
are settled under the provi-
sions of the Interstate
River Water Disputes Act,
1956, under which the
Centre sets up a tribunal
which hears the various
sides before adjudicating
the matter.

He said a country’s eco-
nomic strength cannot be

correlated to the consump-
tion of natural resources
such as water, petrol and
gas.

“We cannot exploit these
resources on the plank that
we can afford it,” he said
reminding the audience of
the Directive Principles of
State Policy which state
that there should an equi-
table distribution of natu-
ral resources.

He said we cannot be
“reckless” in rampant ex-
ploitation of resources.

Dhankhar said the reju-
venation of water bodies
will be “very impactful”.

With a view to conserv-
ing water for the future, the
prime minister launched
‘Mission Amrit Sarovar’ on
April 24 this year. The
Mission is aimed at devel-
oping and rejuvenating 75
water bodies in each dis-
trict of the country as a
part of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations.

RIO TO POLICE PERSONNEL

‘Be sensitive in dealing with public’
Chumoukedima(Nagala
nd), Nov 05 (PTI) :
Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio on Saturday
told the police personnel to
be sensitive while dealing
with the public and treat
everyone with dignity and
tolerance.

He said police should
have zero tolerance
against criminal activi-
ties.

Policing has become a
challenging responsibility
because with advance-
ment of modern technolo-
gy criminals are using so-
phisticated gadgets to
commit various kinds of
crime, Rio said after inau-

gurating the Sovima
Police Station at Sovima
village under the newly
created Chumoukedima
district. Police intelligence

is always there but com-
munity support and coop-
eration is a must to
achieve the very purpose
of setting up of police sta-
tion, he said.

Nagaland Deputy Chief
Minister Y Patton said the
role of the police is inte-
gral in the progress of any
society and a stable law
and order situation is the
most important aspect of
economic growth and so-
cial development of a
state. The primary duty
and responsibility of the
police is the maintenance
of law and order, Patton
said. Intelligence and in-
formation gathering

mechanisms need to be
strengthened to make it a
step ahead of the potential
offenders and that of any
possible law and order
problem, said the deputy
chief minister said.

The Sovima Police
Station will cover 14 vil-
lages. Commissioner of
Police, Dimapur, Rothihu
Tetseo said the Sovima po-
lice station will be manned
by 23 personnel including
a Sub Inspector and three
Assistant Sub-Inspectors.

DGP T John Longkumer
and Sovima Village
Council chairman
Sebastian Zumvu also at-
tended the function.

‘No curbs on woman’s right
to reproductive choice’

Kochi (Kerala), Nov 05 (PTI) 

There can be no restric-
tion on a woman’s right to
exercise her reproductive
choice to either procreate
or to abstain from procreat-
ing, Kerala High Court has
said while allowing a 23-
year-old student to med-
ically terminate her 26-
week pregnancy.

Justice V G Arun, in an
order on November 2, said
the medical board has
opined that the woman was
having acute stress reac-
tion and continuation of
the pregnancy may risk
her life.

The woman, an MBA
student, had conceived
from a consensual relation-

ship with her classmate.
According to her plea, she
became aware of her preg-
nancy only after an ultra-
sound scan was conducted
on the advice of the doctor
whom she had visited com-
plaining of irregular men-
strual periods and other
physical discomfort.

“There can be no restric-
tion on a woman’s right to
exercise her reproductive
choice to either procreate
or to abstain from procreat-
ing,” Justice Arun said in
his order.

Referring to previous
Supreme Court judge-
ments, the Kerala High
Court said a woman’s right
to make reproductive
choice comes under the di-

mension of her personal
liberty, under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

“A careful scrutiny of
the opinion shows that the
petitioner is having acute
stress reaction and contin-
uation of the pregnancy
may cause an exacerbation
of her medical distress
which may entail risk to
the petitioner’s life,” the
court noted.

The High Court permit-
ted the woman to get her
pregnancy terminated at
the government medical
college hospital or any
other hospital having facil-
ities mandated by the
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act.

The woman had told the

court that she had been suf-
fering from polycystic
ovarian disease, a condi-
tion characterised by irreg-
ular menstrual periods and
hence, she had no clue of
her pregnancy till the scan
report was received on
October 25.

Adding to her woes, the
classmate, with whom she
was in a relationship, had
left the country for higher
studies and she moved the
High Court seeking per-
mission to medically ter-
minate the pregnancy as
continuing with the preg-
nancy would aggravate her
stress and mental agony
and would impact her edu-
cation and ability for a
livelihood.

TRADITIONAL DANCE

Students perform a traditional dance to pay tribute to Bharat Ratna awardee 

musician Bhupen Hazarika on his death anniversary, in Tezpur, Saturday.

BRIEF

Firing
 Banda: Two members

of a family were al-
legedly shot dead and
two others injured
when some people in-
discriminately fired
upon them in an ine-
briated state, police
here said on Saturday.
Chhotelal Yadav (55)
and his cousin Sharda
(45) died on the spot
while Karan (25) and
Awadhesh (22) were
injured after being in-
discriminately fired
upon on Friday night
at Berarav village in
Baberu police station
limits, Additional
Superintendent of
Police Laxmi Niwas
Mishra said.

Mishaps
 Bhopal: Six persons

were killed and three
others injured in two
separate road acci-
dents that occurred in
Niwari and Shajapur
districts in Madhya
Pradesh in the last 24
hours, police officials
said on Saturday.

Shop fire
 Mumbai: At least 10

shops located on the
Fashion Street, a road-
side apparel market in
south Mumbai, were
gutted in a fire on
Saturday afternoon,
but nobody was in-
jured in the incident, a
civic official said. The
fire broke out in one of
the shops on the
Fashion Street near
Churchgate around 1
pm, and soon spread to
some of its adjoining
stores, he said.

Rescued 
 Nagaon: Two minor

brothers, who were al-
legedly kidnapped
from their house in
Assam’s Nagaon dis-
trict, were rescued
from the neighbouring
Karbi Anglong district
on Saturday, police
said. The father of the
missing boys had reg-
istered a complaint at
the Batadrava police
station in Nagaon on
Friday, they said.

Protest
 Ranchi: Differences

within the ruling UPA
in Jharkhand came to
the fore on Saturday
when its partners JMM
and Congress took to
the streets here against
the ED’s summons to
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren but RJD stayed
away. RJD, which has
only one member in the
state Assembly, said it
had not received any of-
ficial communication
on the protest.

Watery grave
 Hyderabad: Five stu-

dents of a Madrassa
here and their teacher
drowned in a lake
under Jawaharnagar
police station limits
on Saturday.
According to police,
the students entered
the lake to swim and
could not come out.
The teacher tried to
save the drowning
children also met with
the tragic end.

Members of All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU)
pay floral tribute to
Bharat Ratna awardee
musician Bhupen
Hazarika on his death an-
niversary, in Guwahati,
Saturday. 

Neiphiu Rio

Jagdeep Dhankhar

Among primary 
students in J’khand

A teacher conducts a class at a government primary school.

Jitendra Singh 



A CHILD WAVES A VATICAN FLAG

A child waves a Vatican flag as people wait for the arrival of Pope Francis arrives to celebrate mass at the Bahrain
National Stadium in Riffa, Bahrain, Saturday, Nov. 5. Pope Francis is making the November 3-6 visit to participate in
a government-sponsored conference on East-West dialogue and to minister to Bahrain’s tiny Catholic community,
part of his effort to pursue dialogue with the Muslim world. 
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Islamabad, Nov 05 (PTI):

The Pakistan Army has
rejected as “baseless and
irresponsible” the allega-
tions made by former pre-
mier Imran Khan that one
of its senior officers was
among the people involved
in the conspiracy to kill
him and demanded the
government to conduct a
probe and take legal action
against those maligning
the state institution.

The Army’s overnight
statement came in re-
sponse to an address by
Khan from the hospital in
which he alleged that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah and Major
General Faisal Naseer
were part of a sinister plot
to assassinate him in the
same way former Punjab
governor Salman Taseer
was killed in 2011 by a reli-

gious extremist.
Khan, 70, suffered a bul-

let injury in the right leg
when two gunmen fired a
volley of bullets at him
and others mounting on a
container-mounted truck
in the Wazirabad area of
Punjab province, where he
was leading a protest
march against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. “Four people plotted
to kill me. I made a video
and named those people
and have stashed it
abroad,” Khan, the chair-
man of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) said, adding
that it would be released in
case something untoward
happens to him. In its re-
sponse, the Army in a
statement said: “The base-
less and irresponsible alle-
gations by chairman PTI
against the institution and
particularly a senior army
officer are absolutely un-

acceptable and uncalled
for.” “The baseless allega-
tions hurled at the institu-
tion/officials today are
highly regrettable and
strongly condemned,” the
statement read.

“No one will be allowed
to defame the institution
or its soldiers with im-
punity. Keeping this in
view, the government of
Pakistan has been request-
ed to investigate the mat-
ter and initiate legal ac-
tion against those respon-
sible for defamation and
false accusations against
the institution and its offi-
cials without any evidence
whatsoever,” it said.

According to the state-
ment, the Pakistan Army
prides itself for being an
extremely professional
and well-disciplined or-
ganisation with a robust
and highly effective inter-
nal accountability system,

which is applicable across
the board for unlawful acts
against anything commit-
ted by uniformed person-
nel. If the honour, safety
and prestige of its rank
and file are being tar-
nished by vested interests
through frivolous allega-
tions, “the institution will
jealously safeguard its offi-
cers and soldiers no mat-
ter what”, it said. The pow-
erful Army, which has
ruled the coup-prone coun-
try for more than half of
its 75-plus years of exis-
tence, has hitherto wield-
ed considerable power in
the matters of security
and foreign policy. Earlier,
Khan repeated the names
of three persons for their
alleged involvement in the
attack. He urged his fol-
lowers to continue
protests across the coun-
try until the three of them
resigned.

Pak Army rejects ‘baseless’ and ‘irresponsible’ 
allegations by Imran Khan against senior officer

Moscow, Nov 05 (PTI):

For a second time with-
in a week, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has praised India’s
growth story and said its
people are “very talent-
ed” and “purposeful” and
will help the country to
achieve outstanding re-
sults in its development.

Putin’s comments
came just ahead of
External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s
visit to Moscow on
November 7 and 8.

Speaking at a meeting
on the occasion of the
10th anniversary of the
Russian Historical
Society on the National
Unity Day on Friday,
Putin said: “Let’s take a
look at India. Very talent-
ed people, purposeful,

with such a drive for in-
ternal development, will,
of course, achieve out-
standing results. India
will achieve outstanding
results in its develop-
ment.” Putin said there
was no doubt that India’s
population of almost 1.5
billion people will cer-
tainly achieve outstand-
ing results in their devel-
opment, according to a
Kremlin press release in
Russian.

Putin also spoke about
colonialism and Russia’s
civilisation and culture.

Putin last Thursday
too spoke about Russia’s
special ties with India.

“We have special ties
with India that are built
on the foundation of real-
ly close allied relations
for decades. We never
had any outstanding is-
sues with India, we have
always supported each
other and I’m positive
that’s how it will remain
in the future as well,”
Putin had said.

He had also praised
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for pur-
suing an “independent
foreign policy” in the in-
terest of his country.
Putin said India has
walked a great develop-
ment path from being a

British colony to its mod-
ern state.

Russia has been a time-
tested partner for India
and the country has been
a key pillar of New
Delhi’s foreign policy.

In the last few months,
India has increased the
import of discounted
crude oil from Russia
notwithstanding increas-
ing disquiet over it by
several Western powers.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine and it
has been maintaining
that the crisis must be re-
solved through diploma-
cy and dialogue.

At a bilateral meeting
with Putin in the Uzbek
city of Samarkand on
September 16, Modi told
him that “today’s era is
not of war”.

Putin praises India by calling its
people talented and purposeful

Lahore, Nov 05 (PTI):

Pakistan’s former
prime minister Imran
Khan who survived an as-
sassination attempt has
hailed the man who foiled
the attack and apprehend-
ed the shooter during his
long march in Punjab
province as the country’s
“hero”.

Khan, 70, suffered a bul-
let injury in the right leg
on Thursday when two
gunmen fired a volley of
bullets at him and others
mounting on a container-
mounted truck in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab
province, where he was
leading a protest march
against the Shehbaz
Sharif government.

A day later on Friday,
Khan met with Ibtisam,
who foiled the attack and
apprehended the shooter
during the march, at the
Shaukat Khanum
Hospital here where he is
being treated for the bullet
wounds which pierced
through his lower limbs,
causing a fracture, the

Geo News reported.
“You are Pakistan’s

hero. You showed im-
mense courage. It felt very
nice,” Khan told Ibtisam.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chairman also
signed an autograph for
his saviour on the same
shirt that he wore while
apprehending the shooter
who is currently in the
custody of Punjab Police.

Meanwhile, Khan’s ex-

wives have also con-
demned the assassination
attempt.

The cricketer-turned-
politician has married
thrice. His previous two
marriages have ended in
divorce.

His first marriage was
with Jemima Goldsmith,
daughter of a British bil-
lionaire, in 1995, which
lasted 9 years. Khan has
two sons from her. His sec-

ond marriage with TV an-
chor Reham Khan in 2015
ended after 10 months.

In 2018, Khan married
for the third time with his
“spiritual guide” Bushra
Maneka.

Goldsmith, the ex-wife
of Khan, expressed relief
as her former husband is
stable after the assassina-
tion attempt. She also
called Ibtisam a “hero”.

She also conveyed their
sons’ gratitude to the man
who caught the attacker.

“The news we dread...
Thank God he’s okay. And
thank you from his sons to
the heroic man in the
crowd who tackled the
gunman,” 48-year-old
Goldsmith, who separated
from Khan in 2004,
tweeted.

Reham Khan tweeted,
“Firing on PTI chairman
Imran Khan & other party
members is shocking &
condemnable. Security for
public events for all our
politicians must be en-
sured by provincial/feder-
al law enforcement & our
agencies.”

‘You are Pakistan’s hero’, says Imran
Khan as he meets his saviour

Ibtisam (white kurtha), who foiled the attempt to assassination
of PTI chief Imran Khan in meeting with the politician. 

Powderly (Texas), Nov 05 (AP):

Tornadoes ripped through
parts of Texas and
Oklahoma on Friday, flatten-

ing homes, a church and top-
pling trees, with local offi-
cials in one Texas county re-
porting at least two dozen
people injured. Oklahoma

Gov. Kevin Stitt said
search and rescue teams
as well as generators were
being sent to the Idabel
area in McCurtain
County, which state emer-
gency officials said was
the hardest-hit by the
storms.

“Praying for
Oklahomans impacted by
today’s tornadoes,” Stitt
said in a Twitter post.

Keli Cain of the
Oklahoma Emergency
Management Office said at
least three other counties
were also hit by storms, with
flash flooding in some areas.
Officials in Oklahoma did
not yet have official details
on any injuries or deaths.
The National Weather
Service had issued multiple
tornado warnings on Friday
stretching from the Dallas-

Fort Worth area into
Oklahoma. The storm sys-
tem was then headed toward
Arkansas and Louisiana. In
Texas, one community hit
hard was Powderly, near the
border with Oklahoma and
about 120 miles (193 kilome-

ters) northeast of Dallas.
Lamar County Judge
Brandon Bell — the highest
elected official in the county
that includes Powderly — de-
clared a disaster in the area,
a step in getting federal as-
sistance and funding.

Tornadoes rip through Texas and Oklahoma, causing injuries
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Eight jewels seeing
developments

It is encouraging to see the
Central government support-
ing the North-Eastern (NE) re-
gion's development. An exam-
ple of NE development is the
1.13-kilometer-long Atal Setu,
which connects the Himalayan
state with the rest of the coun-
try via West Bengal.It is an es-
sential component of the coun-
try's strategic framework.Our
President Murmu refers to the
eight states in the NE states re-
gion as the "Ashtaratnas"
(eight jewels) of India which is
a Pride feeling to NE
people.The central govern-
ment has started infrastruc-
ture projects to improve agri-
culture, education, and connec-
tivity in the North Eastern
states, among other sectors,
which appears to be helping
these states make significant
advancements. However, it
should also take a look at the
health and power sectors.Some
of the  initiatives will have a
significant impact on the NE
state's economic growth and
development, especially the
tourism industry, which ap-
pears to creates a lot of job op-
portunities for youngsters.

VijayKumar H K, Raichur

Pakistan in turmoil
The alleged assassination at-

tempt on former PM Imran
Khan indicates that Pakistan is
heading towards political in-
stability. Pakistan has a long
history of political assassina-
tions — the most recent being
the assassination of Benazir
Bhutto. The beginning of polit-
ical turmoil began after a
standoff between the military
establishment under General
Bajwa and the Imran Khan
government reached its climax
after Shehbaz Sharif assumed
office following a no-confi-
dence motion against Khan.
The possibility of a military
coup cannot be ruled out as the
Sharif government, too, has
not been on good terms with
Bajwa & Co. India should keep
a hawk’s eye on the develop-
ments.

Anil vinayak, by mail

Provide jobs, 
not freebies

The political parties, at the
time of elections, offer all
kinds of freebies to the people
to get votes: free ration, free
electricity, free water, free bus
travel, free books, free sta-
tionery and monthly pensions.
But no party talks about giving
employment. The parties are
converting hardworking peo-
ple into beggars who are al-
ways looking for freebies. The
freebie schemes have put a lot
of burden on the economy of
the states. No money is left for
development after paying for
these freebies. The govern-
ment has to borrow money for
the day-to-day expenditures.
Instead of giving freebies, the
government should provide
employment to all by investing
money on infrastructure, edu-
cation, health and giving in-
centives to the private sector.

BL Gohal, Nabha
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Ex-Garuda VII military exercise underway with the French Air and Space Force at an airbase.

EX-GARUDA VII MILITARY EXERCISE

US President Joe Biden's administration unveiled the US National
Defence Strategy 2022 on October 27. It lists plans to boost its

defence ties with India to deter Chinese aggression in the region. The
latest Defence Strategy states that China presents the most conse-
quential and systemic challenge, while Russia poses acute threats to
vital US national interests abroad and to the homeland. "The world is
changing. We're at a significant inflexion point in world history. And our
country and the world, the US have always been able to chart the fu-
ture in times of great change. We've been able to constantly renew
ourselves. And time and again, we've proven there's not a single thing
we cannot do as a nation when we do it together, and I mean that - not
a single solitary thing," President Biden stated in the introductory note
to the strategy. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin highlighted the differ-
ent challenges posed by China and Russia as he unveiled the strategy.
According to him, the dangers are both conventional – Moscow's ag-
gression toward its neighbours and Beijing's efforts to gain control of
Taiwan – and nuclear, with Russia possessing an extensive arsenal and
China's stocks of atomic weapons growing fast. The strategy likewise
places the primary emphasis on China. It further asserts that Beijing is
seeking to 'refashion the Indo-Pacific region and the international sys-
tem to suit its interests and authoritarian preferences,' describing this
dynamic as "the most comprehensive and serious challenge to US na-
tional security". The strategy says Chinese rhetoric about and "coer-
cive activity" towards Taiwan, which Beijing has vowed to take control
of, by force if necessary, is a destabilizing factor that risks miscalcula-
tion and threatens peace in the area. As for Russia, it says the "acute
threat" posed by Moscow has been most recently demonstrated by its
invasion of Ukraine. Though the strategy tries to portray the US ties in
the Indo-Pacific as the most important one, India as a whole is men-
tioned in the strategy only five times and that too in the context of the
Indo-Pacific, and there too it refers to China's campaigns to establish
control over the East China Sea, Taiwan Strait, South China Sea, and
disputed land borders such as with India. It proclaims to promote a
free-and-open Indo-Pacific, which could only be achieved if the US
builds collective capacity with other countries, like India. It further as-
serts that no region will be of more significance to the world and to
everyday Americans than the Indo-Pacific, yet it fails to demonstrate
India's importance to achieve this goal as a partner. The document lists
the US Vision, Washington's role in the global arena, and an overview of
its strategic approach to different regional issues. Focusing on the
Middle East, the strategy talks about tweaking its policy in the Middle
East and North Africa by eschewing grand designs in favour of more
practical steps that can advance US interests and help regional part-
ners lay the foundation for greater stability, prosperity, and opportuni-
ty for the people of the Middle East and for the American people. The
strategy sets forth a new framework for US policy in the region based
on America's unparalleled comparative advantage in building partner-
ships, coalitions, and alliances to strengthen deterrence while using
diplomacy to de-escalate tensions, reduce risks of new conflicts, and
set a long-term foundation for stability. However, it clearly states that
the United States will not allow foreign or regional powers to jeopardise
freedom of navigation through the Middle East's waterways, including
the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab al Mandab, nor tolerate efforts by any
country to dominate another, or the region, through military build-ups,
incursions, or threats. But if we scrutinize the strategy in a little more
detail then we realize the emerging contradictions present in the strat-
egy. When the strategy declares the US commitment to support coun-
tries "that subscribe to the rules-based international order," will it in-
clude those OPEC countries which recently snubbed the US demands
for increased oil production? When it talks about "military build-ups"
then does it really mean that the US will halt its longstanding efforts to
advance its partners' "military build-ups" in the face of the threat from
Iran? Further, how could the US achieve the Israeli "dominance" of
Hamas and Hezbollah? Further, the strategy lays stress on US diploma-
cy to reduce tensions "wherever possible," will it translate into normal-
izing ties with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, or meeting with
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah? All this double talk on various re-
gional and global issues and inherent contradictions of the strategy
leads one to surmise that it is more of a document to placate the
American public and not aimed at really achieving or changing sub-
stantially the US policies on these issues. Overall the National Security
Strategy 2022 comes out as a bit of a disappointment though perhaps
packaged coherently for the first time.

R ishi Sunak is probably
the biggest Star Wars fan

to hold the post of UK prime
minister. It has been reported
that he looks to the films for in-
spiration, both personally and
politically. One MP said, pre-
sumably with some hyperbole,
that much of Sunak's political
philosophy comes from the
trade wars in Star Wars.
Personal inspiration is easy to
find in Star Wars. It is a classic
hero's journey, with a call to ad-
venture for a reluctant young
protagonist who ultimately has
greatness thrust upon them.

Finding political inspiration
is a bit trickier. We have previ-
ously written about the lessons
for constitutionalism and
democracy sliding into tyran-
ny that can be learned from the
prequel trilogy. One hopes that
Sunak won't face such a chal-
lenge as PM. Star Wars may
not carry the same kind of
gravitas as The Art of War or
Machiavelli's The Prince as a
manual of political instruc-
tion. But it is nonetheless filled
with interesting lessons and
cautionary examples for those
seeking to promote peace,
order and good government in
this galaxy or any other. Here
are a few lessons Sunak should
take note of.
1. Incompetence leads to 
secession and strife

The main lesson of the pre-
quel films, which lead to the

rise of the Empire, is that polit-
ical dysfunction sows the seeds
of democratic decay. The inac-
tion of gridlocked legislative
bodies and slow, grinding bu-
reaucracies in the face of crisis
precipitates the rise of a strong
leader who promises to take
charge and restore order. The
Phantom Menace portrays a
Galactic Republic in turmoil,
with the squabbling senate and
incompetent Supreme
Chancellor unable to respond
effectively.

The situation reaches a
breaking point in Attack of the
Clones, as thousands of star
systems secede from the
Republic and go it alone. The
Chancellor raises a huge army
in response, and the galaxy is
at war. Sunak takes over a
country facing many prob-
lems, after a period of chaotic
leadership. War is unlikely of
course, but secession and na-
tional chaos are possible. The
UK supreme court has just
heard a case on the legality of
a second Scottish independ-
ence referendum.

The Northern Irish
Executive has failed to form
following elections earlier in
the year, an issue bound up
with Brexit and the Northern
Ireland protocol. Meanwhile,
discussion of unification refer-
endums in Ireland continue to
gather momentum. Sunak
should keep in mind that dys-
functional and incompetent
governments build centrifugal
forces that can break apart
even very old and established
unions.
2. Trade keeps the peace, but
bores people

The origin of the crisis for
the Galactic Republic, we are
told in The Phantom Menace,
is disputes about the "taxation
of trade routes to outlying star
systems". Notoriously, audi-
ences found this exceptionally

boring. Sunak could learn
from George Lucas's mistakes:
though people tend to like the
benefits of trade when it is
going well, they really don't
like hearing about trade dis-
putes and taxes. In a post-
Brexit world, where more and
better trade deals will be essen-
tial to Britain's future, avoiding
trade wars, quietly improving
trade and keeping it out of the
headlines would help avoid
public backlash.

The other lesson here is that
when trade is good it keeps the
peace, while trade disputes sow
the seeds of much more seri-
ous conflicts. This is one of the
founding principles of the EU
that trade interdependency
builds a basis for lasting peace.
Good trading arrangements
with the EU will be an essen-
tial part of keeping the peace
process on the rails in
Northern Ireland and building
good relations with the UK's
European neighbours.
3. Don't lead from the back-
ground

In A New Hope, the first
film in the original trilogy, we
don't see the Emperor.
Looming ominously in the
background, he relies on a
ragtag band of semi-compe-
tent subordinates who bicker
amongst themselves. Various
senior imperial officials sys-
tem governors, admirals,
Darth Vader jostle for control,
and in the end the Empire's
all-important Death Star is de-
stroyed by the rebels.

In The Empire Strikes Back,
Vader is in charge one imag-
ines the casualties from the
destruction of the Death Star
moved him quite far up the or-
ganisational chart. His aggres-
sive management style is
based on summary execution
of subordinates for poor per-
formance. But he doesn't get
the job done either, and in the

third film the Emperor has to
step forward. At this point, it
is too late and the rebel plan to
destroy the Empire succeeds.

This is great storytelling,
but it's not good governance.
For a would-be leader, the les-
son is clear: you need to be felt
as a political force, or a rebel
alliance will come to get you.
Having just toppled a prime
minister who lurked in the
background, this is a lesson
Sunak should know without
needing to learn it from his
favourite films.
4. Be careful altering 
the deal

In The Empire Strikes
Back, Darth Vader makes a
deal with Lando Calrissian,
administrator of Cloud City,
to have him turn over Luke
Skywalker and Han Solo in
exchange for a promise that
his city would be left alone by
the Empire. But Vader takes
Leia and Chewbacca prisoner,
and when Lando complains
that this was outside the
agreement, he responds: "I am
altering the deal. Pray I do not
alter it any further." Realising
what deals with Vader are
worth, Lando abandons their
agreement and helps our he-
roes escape Vader's clutches.

The obvious lesson is to be
careful when you renege on
your commitments. A crucial
challenge that Sunak will face
is attempting to renegotiate
aspects of the UK's withdraw-
al agreement with the EU, par-
ticularly the Northern Ireland
protocol. There are signs of
positive engagement between
the two sides, and hopefully
an agreeable compromise can
be reached. But if it cannot,
Sunak needs to be careful in
terms of the UK honouring its
promises, or its would-be part-
ners might, like Lando, come
to wonder what their deals are
worth.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

R ecently a renowned
women’s rights ac-

tivist, Gandhian and founder
of the Self Employed
Women’s Association (SEWA)
Ela Bhatt a recipient of the
Padma Bhushan, India’s
third-highest civilian award
passed away in
Ahmedabad.SEWA is a trade
union based in Ahmedabad
India, that promotes the
rights of low-income, inde-
pendently employed female
workers and is one of the
largest organization of infor-
mal workers in the world.

One of the main goals of
the organisation was to pro-
vide employment and self-re-
liance to its
members–women–by provid-
ing them with avenues to
work and curb poverty.She
grew up with the ideals of
Gandhi. Ela was all of 14
when India attained her free-
dom; and growing up in an en-
vironment that was so politi-
cally charged, Ela perhaps al-

ways had it in her to work for
the betterment of people, es-
pecially women.

She was born on September
7, 1933, in Ahmedabad, in a
family that engaged in social
causes. Her father, Sumant
Bhatt, was a lawyer who
served as a district judge and
was later appointed the
Charity Commissioner for
Bombay and then Gujarat,
where he supervised the work
of all charitable organisa-
tions, trusts and NGOs.

She had been a part of
other such organisations and
had also assisted the World
Bank on microfinancing. She
was a co-founding member of
The Elders, which comprises
of 12 world leaders. She was
known as the “Gentle
Revolutionary” who changed
the lives of lakhs of women
through her organisation,
providing them with mi-
croloans for five decades.

Bhatt is She was the chair-
person of the Sabarmati
Ashram Trust and until re-
cently, the chancellor of the

Gujarat Vidyapith, a universi-
ty that was established by
Mahatma Gandhi. She devot-
ed her life in empowering
them through grassroots en-
trepreneurship.In her pursuit
of women's economic welfare,
she founded India’s first
women’s bank, the
Cooperative Bank of SEWA
in 1973.

She also co-founded
Women’s World Banking in
1979.The recipient of national

and international awards, in-
cluding the Padma Bhushan,
the Ramon Magsaysay
Award, the Indira Gandhi
Peace Prize and many other
accolades, she was globally
recognised as a woman leader
. In 2012, she was praised by
then then U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton.

She was a prodigious
writer who penned in
Anasuya, our Gujarati
newsletter, a play on street
vendors.One of her famous
book was We are Poor But We
are Many.It was during the
acceptance speech for the
Ramon Magsaysay award in
1979 that Ela had said we
must ask ourselves three
questions, when at the cross-
roads of thought and action.
“What impact will my action
have on me? What impact will
my action have on our planet
and the people who live in it? 

And what impact will my
action—or inaction—have on
future generations and the
human spirit?” Ela Bhatt is
also known for her work with

The Elders — a global non-
governmental organisation of
senior statesmen, peace ac-
tivists and human rights ad-
vocates brought together by
Nelson Mandela in 2007. It
wouldn’t be amiss to say that
Ela Bhatt was the epitome of
what a gentle but effective
leader should be.

She took the cause of
women which was at a micro-
level and created an aware-
ness about it at a macro-level,
to help a silent community.
Her dedication to the cause of
empowering women has led
to millions of women becom-
ing self-employed and inde-
pendent.

This had not only helped
the female population, but
also the economy of the coun-
try. Her balanced take on
human ecosystem had made
her one of the strongest voic-
es of peace and non-violence
in the world. She is a sheer in-
spiration to the world, at a
stage where imbalance pre-
vails and we all strive for
equilibrium.

Homage to Ela Bhatt: Organizing Working Poor Women

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A third of the glaciers on the UNESCO World Heritage list are under
threat, regardless of efforts to limit temperature increases, a study

conducted by the UN body has found. However, the study said, it was
still possible to save the other two-thirds, if the rise in global tempera-
tures did not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to the pre-industrial
era. UNESCO said this would be a major challenge facing delegates at
the upcoming COP27. The 2022 United Nations Climate Change
Conference, more commonly referred to as Conference of the Parties of
the UNFCCC, or COP27, will be the 27th United Nations Climate Change
conference. It will be held from November 6-18, 2022 in Egypt's Sharm
El Sheikh. "This report is a call to action. Only a rapid reduction in our
CO2 emission levels can save glaciers and the exceptional biodiversity
that depends on them. "COP27 will have a crucial role to help find solu-
tions to this issue. UNESCO is determined to support states in pursuing
this goal," UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay said. In addition to
drastically reduced carbon emissions, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is advocating for the cre-
ation of a new international fund for glacier monitoring and preserva-
tion. Such a fund would support comprehensive research, promote ex-
change networks between all stakeholders and implement early warn-
ing and disaster risk reduction measures, the study said. Half of human-
ity depends directly or indirectly on glaciers as their water source for
domestic use, agriculture, and power. Glaciers are also pillars of biodi-
versity, feeding many ecosystems, it said. "When glaciers melt rapidly,
millions of people face water scarcity and the increased risk of natural
disasters such as flooding, and millions more may be displaced by the
resulting rise in sea levels," IUCN Director General Dr Bruno Oberle
said. "This study highlights the urgent need to cut greenhouse gas
emissions and invest in nature-based solutions, which can help miti-
gate climate change and allow people to better adapt to its impacts,"
he added. Fifty UNESCO World Heritage sites are home to glaciers, rep-
resenting almost 10 per cent of the Earth's total glacierised area. They
include the highest (next to Mt Everest), the longest (in Alaska), and
the last remaining glaciers in Africa. The UNESCO study, in partnership
with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
showed that these glaciers have been retreating at an accelerated rate
since 2000 due to CO2 emissions, which are warming temperatures.
They are currently losing 58 billion tons of ice every year equivalent to
the combined annual water use of France and Spain and are responsi-
ble for nearly five per cent of observed global sea-level rise. The gla-
ciers under threat are in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, North
America and Oceania, the study said.

Third of world heritage glaciers
under threat: UNESCO

Rishi Sunak and Star Wars: What the UK prime minister
can learn about governing from his favourite films

US prioritizes ties with India

DAVID KENNY

Ela Bhatt
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Research promotion

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar  said that with
the changing nature of
traditional farming,
peasants can earn
more income by
adopting new tech-
nologies in the agri-
culture sector. With
this objective, the gov-
ernment is taking con-
crete steps for promot-
ing research in the
agriculture sector,
which will prove bene-
ficial in the economic
upliftment of the
farmers, Khattar said.
He was interacting
with the farmers and
agricultural experts
after inaugurating
Dhanuka Agritech
Research and
Technology Center at
village Sihol in Palwal
district, an official
statement said here.
The chief minister
said that today two big
projects are dedicated
to Palwal district, of
which one project is
for water conserva-
tion and the other
project will motivate
the farmers towards
farming with new
technology.

Financial results
New Delhi: State
Bank of India (SBI) on
Saturday said its
standalone profit
jumped 74 per cent to
Rs 13,265 crore in the
second quarter of
FY23, aided by lower
bad loans and higher
interest income. The
country’s largest
lender had earned a
profit of Rs 7,627 crore
in the same quarter a
year ago. The public
sector lender’s total
income increased to
Rs 88,734 crore during
the quarter under re-
view from Rs 77,689.09
crore in the July-
September quarter of
last fiscal. The Net
Interest Income (NII)
during the period in-
creased by 13 per cent
to Rs 35,183 crore from
Rs 31,184 crore in the
same quarter a year
ago. The asset quality
of the bank improved
with the gross non-
performing assets
(NPAs) declining to
3.52 per cent of the
gross advances as on
September 30, 2022,
from 4.90 per cent a
year ago.

Wonderful 
experience

Bengaluru:
Starbucks co-founder
Zev Siegl enjoyed
‘masale dosa’ and fil-
ter coffee at
Bengaluru’s heritage
South Indian vegetar-
ian restaurant
‘Vidyarthi Bhavan’,
and said he “will take
back this wonderful
experience to
Seattle”. Siegl is in
the city to attend the
three-day “Invest
Karnataka” - Global
Investors Meet (GIM),
which concluded
here. “We were happy
and proud to have Mr.
Zev Siegl, Cofounder
of Starbucks at
Vidyarthi Bhavan.

Mumbai, Nov 05: 

Union Roads Minister
Nitin Gadkari said there is
a need to get best global
practices for road engi-
neering projects by giving
priority to entities having
joint ventures internation-
al consultants. Speaking at
an India Today event here,
Gadkari said he used to in-
sist on “swadeshi and
Indian” consultants for
preparing detailed project
reports but feels the need
to revisit the same. India
witnesses the highest num-
ber of road accidents in
the world and also the
number of fatalities at 1.5
lakh a year is the highest,
he said, adding that road
safety is his top priority. “I
used to insist on Swadeshi
and Indian DPR (Detailed
Project Report) makers,
but I told our secretary yes-
terday that for improve-
ments in road engineering,
we should give priority to
those who have joint ven-
tures with international

players so that world’s ex-
pertise comes with us,”
Gadkari said. Road engi-
neering has come to the
fore of late, especially after
the death of former Tata
Group chairman Cyrus
Mistry in a road crash ear-
lier this year. Gadkari said
his department has spent
Rs 40,000 crore to identify
‘black spots’ on highways
and efforts are on to im-
prove the same. He is also
targeting to halve the num-
ber of deaths and acci-
dents by 2024. He blamed
the high growth in motor
vehicles and people’s atti-
tudes for the dismal record

in this aspect. People have
no fear or respect for the
law, and at the same time,
there is an explosion in the
number of motor vehicles,
he rued. “India’s automo-
bile growth is so high we
have 17 crore vehicles. A
family of three has seven
cars in the home. How will
the roads be made (to ac-
commodate so many vehi-
cles),” the minister said.
He also said there is prob-
lem with parking and peo-
ple in big cities just keep
their cars on the roads.
Further, the minister out-
lined that auto engineer-
ing, road engineering, edu-
cation and awareness in
people, and emergency
help are essential to save
lives. When asked about
Maharashtra missing out
on large ticket investments
as projects are going to
Gujarat, Gadkari said an
investor has the right to
choose the destination and
said that “we need to avoid
politicizing such deci-
sions”.

Give priority to entities having
JVs with int’l players: Gadkari

To improve road safety

BRANAD AMBASSADOR

Argentinian footballer Lionel Messi poses for a photo
after becoming the first global brand ambassador of

edtech major BYJU’s social impact arm ‘Education For All’.

New Delhi, Nov 05:  

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
called for enhancing bilat-
eral trade between India
and Kyrgyzstan. He was
addressing the 10th ses-
sion of the India-Kyrgyz
Republic Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific and
T e c h n o l o g i c a l
Cooperation, an official
statement said. Goyal said
immense potential exists
for expansion of bilateral
trade between India and
Kyrgyzstan. Both sides
discussed mutual coopera-
tion in areas such as in-
vestment, digitalisation,
intellectual property, agri-
culture, healthcare and
pharmaceuticals, textiles,
education, environment,
standardisation and
metrology, banking, trans-
port, labour, mining and
power sectors. The com-
merce ministry on Friday
held discussions with
stakeholders of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) on
the issue of work from

home facility. The consul-
tations assume signifi-
cance as the ministry is
considering to allow 100
per cent Work From Home
(WFH) for employees of
units in SEZs. In a tweet,
the office of Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said, he
“held consultations with
SEZ stakeholders over
Work from Home facility.
With the hybrid model
here to stay, the govern-
ment is working to provide
flexibility and create jobs
in small cities to boost ex-
ports and fuel growth”. At
present, WFH is permitted
for a maximum period of
one year in a SEZ unit and
can be extended to 50 per
cent of the total employ-
ees.

Immense potential to
increase trade between India,

Kyrgyzstan: Goyal

Mumbai, Nov 05: 

The Blenders Pride
GlasswareFashion Tour
2022Curtain Raiser cap-
tured the essence, energy
and vision of the evolving
face of fashion &
lifestyle,promising four
exciting city chapters.
The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour, powered by
Fashion Design Council
of India, goes beyond cou-
ture & reimagines its
iconic legacy of 15 years.
This edition of the
Fashion Tour will bring
alive young, vibrant &
evolving expressions of
‘Pride& Authenticity’
through the lens of a
more sustainable, inclu-
sive and diverse world of
fashion & lifestyle. With
ace designer Ashish Soni

as curator-in-chief and its
continued partnership
with Fashion Design
Council of India
(FDCI),the Fashion
Touris set to travel
through four metro cities
ofKolkata,Hyderabad,
Mumbai and Gurugram.
In its cutting-edge new
avatar, itwill present a
spectacular collaboration
between leading fashion
designers &renowned per-

sonalities from diverse
fields, who are reshaping
the lifestyle interests of
today’s youth.

The Kolkata chapter
will be all about ‘Pride in
Bringing Twists in
Traditions’ where design-
ers Shantnu& Nikhil will
capture the spirit of crick-
et in their collection,
imagined together with
Harmanpreet Kaur, the
captain of India Women’s

National Cricket Team.
The Hyderabad chapter
will present‘Pride in
Sustainable Fashion’
wheredesigner Amit
Aggarwal will exhibit a
blend of modern sustain-
able techniques in fash-
ion, together with Nuru
Karim, one of 100 most in-
fluential architects in
India,committed to posi-
tively impacting the plan-
et.

Blenders Pride Glassware Fashion Tour unveils
young, inclusive & cutting-edge new avatar

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  0055:: The sales
value of  Rs 4,313 million
achieved for this quarter is
17% increase over the previous
year.  The Sales value for 3
quarters of 2022 is Rs 12,974
million which is about
23%increase over the same
period last year and achieved
13% ROS for the quarter
Commenting on the quarterly
performance, Mr. Farrokh
Bhathena, Director Sales and
Marketing, KSB Limited said,
“We have registered outstand-
ing Year on Year sales growth
of 17% for the third quarter
and also, 23% increase in the
cumulative sales for 3 quarters
with respect to last year.
Continuing the trend, we have
once again seen significant
order inflow from the
Petrochemical segment. This
quarter has seen the highest
order intake in a quarter which
includes orders from NPCIL
andCalikEnergie for Bazian

CCPP Project.” Mr. Milind
Khadilkar, Chief Financial
Office opens his remarks
informing the all time high
share price of the Company of
INR 2,000+ per equity share
during Q3. This has resulted in
highest ever market capitalisa-
tion of the Company. Mr.
Khadilkar is pleased to share
this value creation, for the
Company’s investors and
shareholders.  Mr. Khadilkar
then updated about the
Company’s proposed invest-
ment in the specified
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) of Bharat Pumps &
Compressors Limited (BPCL)
through e-tendering due to the
strategic planning during the
re-bidding process. Mr. Milind
Khadilkar informed that the
Company attended its physical
investors Meet post Covid, in
August, 2022 with a wonderful
response from the institutional
investors.

KSB Limited registers outstanding
growth in the third quarter

Celebrate Cricket
Fever with

Amazon.in’s Cricket
World Cup Festival

Mumbai, Nov 05: As the
cricket frenzy spreads
across the country, ge-
tready to experience the
game with your family
and friends from the com-
fort of your homeswith
the Cricket World Cup
Festivalon Amazon.in.
Cricket enthusiastscan
enjoy the ongoing World
Cup with exciting offers
on cricket accessories,
sportswear, TVs, appli-
ances, video
games,clothes, shoes, fur-
niture and much moreand
unlock great deals from
November 4 till
November6. Catch the
cricket fever by enjoying
exciting deals with up to
60% off on wide selection
of products from top
brands like DSC, SG, SS,
GM Puma, Adidas,
Nikeamong others.

New Delhi, Nov 05: Tata
Motors on Saturday said
it has increased prices of
its passenger vehicles
with effect from
November 7. The weight-
ed average increase will
be 0.9 per cent, depending

on the variant and model,
the auto major said in a
statement. The company
has been absorbing a sig-
nificant portion of the in-
creased costs but the
steep rise in overall input
costs has compelled it to

pass on some proportion
through this minimal
price hike, it added. The
company sells a range of
passenger vehicles like
Tiago, Punch, Nexon,
Harrier and Safari across
the country.

Tata Motors hikes 
passenger vehicle prices New Delhi, Nov 05: 

Telecom operator
Vodafone Idea (VIL) has
said telecom tariffs in
India continue to remain
at “unsustainable levels”
and the industry needs
“tariff correction” to sup-
port continued invest-
ments. VIL has seen aver-
age revenue per user
(ARPU) growth for five
consecutive quarters now.
Its average revenue or re-
alisation per user at Rs 131
in Q2 FY23 was 19.5 per
cent higher than the year-
ago period, aided mostly
by tariff hikes and sub-
scriber upgrades. ARPU
for the September quarter
was higher sequentially as
well, when compared to Rs
128 in Q1 FY23. “However,
it is important to note that

despite the price interven-
tion made in the last one
year, the tariffs in India
continue to remain at un-
sustainable levels. And we
believe that industry
needs further tariff cor-
rection to support the con-
tinued investments going
forward,” Vodafone Idea
CEO Akshaya Moondra
said during the company’s
analyst call on Q2 FY23
earnings on Friday. Over
the last one year, the com-
pany has taken several tar-
iff interventions includ-
ing for entry level plans,
he said, adding VIL contin-
ues to focus on getting
more customers on 4G and
unlimited plans. Citing the
previews of digital and fu-
turistic 5G use cases show-
cased by the company at
the recently-held India

Mobile Congress,
Moondra said: “We are
ready for the next journey
of 5G technology where
the connected world with
limitless digital solutions
will soon be new norm,
and we will be playing a
vital role in the same.” To
a specific question,
Moondra admitted that
both 4G coverage expan-

sion and 5G rollout will de-
pend on funding and fund
raise. The company is
ready with its plans and
“engaged” with vendors,
and once funding is in
place, it will be able to roll
out 5G and execute it
quickly.

“We believe once the
funding is in place, we
should be able to roll out
quite quickly. I do under-
stand that competition has
already started rolling out
so we will be behind
them...but given the way
5G handset ecosystem has
now started evolving and
it will take some time, we
don’t think it will be signif-
icant disadvantage if we
are able to have funding
done in a couple of
months, and roll out on
that basis.”

Tariffs at ‘unsustainable’ levels, industry needs price
correction for continued investments: VIL CEO

Kochi, Nov 05: 

Union minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Friday
India has the fifth-largest
metro system in the world
and will soon go past ad-
vanced economies such as
Japan and South Korea to
have the third-largest net-
work. Addressing a gather-
ing at the ‘Urban Mobility
India & Expo’ here, the
minister said these devel-
opments will lead to a sig-
nificant reduction in traffic
congestion and the associ-
ated air quality and emis-
sions concerns. Puri and
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan jointly in-
augurated the three-day
event in Kochi on Friday.
Senior officers from the

central and state govern-
ments, policy makers, man-
aging directors of metro
rail companies, chief exec-
utives of transport under-
takings, international ex-
perts, professionals, acade-
micians and students are
participating in the event.
Acknowledging the incor-
poration of best practices
and learnings from other
countries into the country’s
urban mobility systems,

Puri said, “We have been
able to learn from the expe-
rience of other countries.”
The metro lines that the
country is building today
are incorporating the best
practices from other coun-
tries. India can share its ex-
perience of indigenisation
with other countries placed
in the similar level of the
developmental ladder, he
added. Touching upon the
rapid progress of metro
lines in India in the global
context, Puri said that as of
September 2022, 810 km of
metro lines are operational
in 20 cities and a network of
more than 980 km of metro
network and rapid rail
transit system (RRTS) is
currently under construc-
tion in 27 cities.

India will soon overtake advanced
economies like Japan: Puri

To have third-largest metro network in world New Delhi, Nov 05:  

India is encountering
global shocks with a posi-
tion of strength backed by
far better household, cor-
porate and financial sector
balance sheets and its
medium term growth out-
look is good, said Chief
Economic Adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran.
“Overall, all things consid-
ered, including the risk of
oil price, I do believe that
the external situation will
be manageable, of course
with some anxious mo-
ments to come,” he said
while speaking at an event
organised by National
Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER) here. He further
said that given all the
short-term unknowns, it

was better to focus on
medium-term prospects
and what lies ahead of the
country in the next six
years until 2030.

“The medium-term
growth outlook is actually
constructive very simply
because we have paid our
growth dues last decade
and that was because we
had to undergo balance
sheet repair in the finan-
cial and non-financial sec-

tor. We are encountering
global shocks fortunately
with a far better house-
hold, corporate and finan-
cial sector balance sheet,”
he added. On the high
debt-to-GDP ratio,
Nageswaran said, it is sus-
tainable as India’s macro-
economic fundamentals
are strong. Even in the on-
going global turmoil
India’s borrowing cost is
lower than countries
which have better ratings
than India, he said.

“India’s bond yield has
not really spiked up. It is
doing better than coun-
tries that have better cred-
it ratings than India. That
tells us a little bit about the
overall macroeconomic
stability that is there
under the current circum-
stances,” he said.

India faces global shocks with better balance
sheets; medium-term growth outlook good: CEA

Forex kitty swells 

by USD 6.561 bn to 

USD 531.081 bn; biggest

weekly rise in a year

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  0055:: In the
biggest weekly increase in
over a year, India’s forex
reserves swelled by USD
6.561 billion to reach USD
531.081 billion for the week
ended October 28, RBI data
showed. The overall reserves,
which have been on a declin-
ing spree for many months
now, had dropped by USD
3.847 billion to USD 524.52
billion in the previous report-
ing week. The USD 6.5 billion
jump in the reporting week is
the highest since September
2021. In October 2021, the
country’s forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The reserves
have been declining as the
central bank deploys the kitty
to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused by global
developments.

ACROSS

1. Trimmed

6. Orangutans

10. Chats

14. Wipe out

15. Catcher’s glove

16. Scads (2 wds.)

17. Entice

18. Criminal’s helper

20. Not as hard

22. Artillery shell fragments

23. Metallic deposits

25. Lamprey

26. Before, in poems

27. Alert

30. Talking bird

32. Pavarotti solo

33. Time past

34. Shadowbox

38. Bell sound

39. Baker’s need

42. If not

43. Blade part

44. Snow runner

45. Enjoy a book

46. Showed feelings

49. Openings

50. Speck

53. Cozy place

54. Fade

56. Carbon and gold, e.g.

59. Detest

63. ____ span

65. Laker Shaquille ____

66. Behind schedule

67. Munitions, for short

68. Stem

69. Difficult journey

70. Ogle

71. Some curves

DOWN

1. Singer ____ Seeger

2. Locality

3. Male sheep

4. CIA activity

5. Discourage

6. MD’s group

7. Movies, for short

8. Engraver

9. Hi-fi

10. Struggle for breath

11. Unaccompanied

12. Termite, e.g.

13. Distinctive manner

19. Pepper’s mate

21. Settle a debt

24. Stuffing herb

27. Walk in water

28. Dry

29. Finger jewelry

31. ____ beef

34. Certain noncoms

35. Appeal

36. PDQ’s kin

37. Lipstick shades

40. Distort

41. Wave type

46. Biblical locale

47. Of the mind

48. Prompt (2 wds.)

50. Distributed cards

51. Communion table

52. Midler or Davis

55. Hangman’s loop

57. Submissive

58. Indefinite number

60. Steeped drinks

61. Healthy

62. BPOE members

64. Neither’s companion
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You may have your mind set on some big

plans that you’ve been working on for some

time now, Aquarius. The problem is that today

there is some conflict with something or

someone with a large ego who suddenly

wants a piece of the pie. Either that or this

person wants to burst your bubble. Don’t give

up hope on your dreams. Realize that this

opposition is just part of the adventure.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may have been feeling more emotion-
al lately, Pisces. Today a fanciful energy
could sweep you off your feet and into
another realm entirely. Feel free to take
off for at least a little while in order to
gain a better perspective on the issues at
hand. Strong, forceful powers are urging
you to let someone else take the reins on
a particular project.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

People and situations that you were
counting on may suddenly run into
opposition today, Aries. Don’t be sur-
prised if the seat you’re sitting on is
suddenly pulled out from under you.
Make sure you have some extra
padding, since it could be a rather hard
fall. More than likely, however, you will
be able to take it in stride.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ego has probably been feeling strong
lately, and you may feel an extra boost of
self-confidence, Taurus. Don’t be surprised
if your ego gets threatened by someone
who appears out of the blue with an
aggressive, opinionated attitude, someone
who isn’t on quite the same track as you.
You may find it hard to deal with people
today, since they could be a bit spacey.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you knew the truth of all the things that

are going on outside your world, you’d be

appalled, Gemini. You shouldn’t take

things at face value today. It’s important

to simply go and see things for yourself.

Don’t trust another’s word on what is true

and what isn’t. Question what you see.

Make sure you don’t let others pull the

wool over your eyes.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It isn’t a good idea to try to fit people into
a mold today, Cancer. This will only annoy
others and frustrate you. It’s important
that you relax and simply let people blos-
som into the people they want to be. If you
have a preconceived notion of who they
should be, you’re only setting yourself up
for failure and disappointment, as well as
anger from the other party.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Consider subscribing to an alternative
newsletter of some sort, Leo. You will
find some amazing information that the
general public doesn’t necessarily
know. Knowledge is power. For the
most part, common knowledge is quite
limited. Try to seek news from a wider
community. Some mainstream informa-
tion is pretty unreliable.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don’t expect others to take much notice of

your emotions today, Virgo. You’re more

respectful of theirs than they are of yours.

Find peace among all you encounter. This

could be difficult since other people’s wills

are involved. In that case, people aren’t like-

ly to back down. Others think they’re right

and refuse to see things any other way.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your aggressive attitude is likely to start a fight

that might be difficult to settle now, Libra.

There are extremely stubborn forces at work,

and you may find that no one is willing to budge

from their position. The thing that is apt to

make this even more difficult is that people may

misinterpret certain pieces of the puzzle. Try to

bring understanding to the situation instead of

more aggression.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

People may be difficult to deal with
today, Scorpio. You may soon discover
that they’re just as stubborn as you are.
Try to give others the benefit of the
doubt or there will be a stalemate in just
about every corner of your life. Don’t
consider it a loss or failure of character if
you find you need to make some conces-
sions in order to get things to work.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your ego may be under some stress today,
Sagittarius. The tricky part is that the
threat you feel is probably a result of
something that isn’t even completely real.
It could be that someone is acting on false
information that has no bearing on the
reality of the situation. You might be
swept away by someone else’s false
impression of who you really are.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You could develop a stomachache if you try

to sort out all the confused issues of the

day, Capricorn. There are apt to be too

many matters for you to handle alone, so

don’t even try. It’s one of those situations in

which you start to untangle one knot only

to create another somewhere down the

line. It’s best to just let the ball of string lie

where it is for now.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

HOROSCOPE SUNDAY NOVEMBER 06

S ony Entertainment
Television’ presti-

gious singing reality
show ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ has been pre-
senting some superlative
singing talent week-on-
week in the presence of
the judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani and esteemed
celebrity guests. Adding
on to the much-needed
charm and making your
‘mausam musicana,’ this
weekend, the Saturday
episode welcomed the
legendary and evergreen
actress Meenakshi
Seshadri ji who marked
her television debut after
27 years with the show.
Not only this, ‘watch-out’
for the Sunday episode
where for the first time
ever, the show will be cel-
ebrating ’75 years of
Rajshri Productions’ in
the presence the most
revered and respected di-
rector of the Hindi enter-
tainment industry -
Sooraj Barjatya ji fol-
lowed by the cast of

‘Uunchai’ – Boman Irani,
Neena Gupta and
Anupam Kher! Nostalgia
being the flavor of the
weekend, Meenakshi ji
humbled sharing her
heartfelt gratitude being
a part of the show. And
on Sunday, walking down
memory lane, Rajshri
Productions that came
into existence in the
same year as India re-
ceived Independence, the
show will leave no stone
unturned and highlight
how the esteemed pro-

duction house has been
at the forefront when it
comes to changing the
Indian cinema landscape
and family viewing expe-
rience. While the contest-
ants Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka
Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti
Das, Sanchari Sengupta
from Kolkata, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar,

Shivam Singh, Kavya
Limaye from Gujarat,
Rupam Bharnarhia from
Amritsar will certainly
make the ‘mausam musi-
cana,’ get ready to hear
some interesting trivia
from your favorite songs
and films that will leave
you mesmerized!

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol Season 13,
this Saturday and
Sunday at 8 PM only
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Indian Idol’ welcomes
Meenakshi Seshadri

After ‘Major’, 
Adivi Sesh reprises role

of cop with ‘Hit 2’
A ctress Aishwarya

Rajesh, best known
for having delivered spec-
tacular performances in
critically acclaimed su-
perhits such as 'Kaaka
Muttai', 'Kanaa' and
'Vada Chennai', will next
play the lead in a Tamil-
Hindi bilingual that's
been titled 'Manik'.

Endemol Shine India, a
leading production
house, has partnered
with Nutmeg
Productions to make this
film, which will be a psy-
chological thriller.

Aishwarya, who is
very popular in South
cinema, has already fea-
tured in a Hindi movie
called 'Daddy'. Samrat
Chakraborty, who has
penned films like 'Ludo',
'Jagga Jasoos' and
'Chhatrasal' is to direct
the film, which will also
feature actors
S a m y u k t h a
Shanmuganathan, Vivek
Prasanna, Sai Janani
and Svar Kamble in sup-
porting roles.

"The psychological
thriller genre is current-
ly hot in India and we are
seeing a huge audience
base for this kind of cine-
ma that engages the
viewer from start to fin-
ish. We are delighted to
bring 'Manik' to the audi-
ence with its gripping
plot brought to life by the
stellar star cast under the
fantastic direction of the

very talented Samrat.
Can't wait for the world
to see this film," said
Endemol Shine India
CEO Rishi Negi.

"We are delighted to
partner Endemol Shine
India for our second film.
When Samrat narrated
the story, we were ex-
tremely excited about the
project. With the talented
and award winning ac-
tress Aishwarya Rajesh
on board, the project has
all the makings of an ex-
citing film which we are
looking forward to bring
to the audience," said
Nutmeg Productions Co-
Founder Varun
Tripuraneni.

Shooting for the film
will begin in Nainital
this month. The film is
set to release in 2023.

Aishwarya Rajesh's to
play lead in Tamil-Hindi

bilingual ‘Manik’

BB ollywood star Nushrratt Bharuccha has kick-started the

preparation for the next "Chhorii 2". Taking to social

media, Nushrratt shared a picture of herself reading the script of

"Chhorii 2". She shared a picture of her laptop and one can see

her kitten Noah hiding behind it too. She writes: "Noah is scared

too ??" "Chhorii" is directed by Vishal Furia and produced by

Bhushan Kumar, Krishan Kumar, Vikram Malhotra, Jack Davis,

Shikhaa Sharma and Shiv Chanana. A remake of the Marathi-

language film "Lapachhapi" (2017), the film features Nushrratt

in the lead role, alongside Mita Vashisht, Rajesh Jais and

Saurabh Goyal. The film premiered on Amazon Prime Video

on November 26, 2021. Her latest release is "Ram Setu"

starring Akshay Kumar.  eanwhile, she has an interest-

ing lineup of films like "Selfiee" alongside Akshay

Kumar and Emraan Hashmi.

Nushrratt
Bharuccha 
kickstarts preps
for 'Chhorii 2'

AA ctress Malavika Mohanan, who will next be

seen in director Pa Ranjith's eagerly awaited

film, 'Thangalaan', has penned an adorable birthday

wish for her younger brother Aditya Mohanan.

Taking to Instagram, the actress posted a picture of

herself with her brother and wrote: "To my not-so-

baby brother- It's amazing and inspiring to see the

kind of person you've grown up to be. "Full of so

much wonder, passion, sensitivity, curiosity, love

and talent. So much talent. I remember how

much we used to fight when we were kids, and

it was finally when we both became adults

that we started getting close. "You're my

favourite listener, my biggest cheerleader

(giving major competition to Amma), my

human Wikipedia, my comfort pillow in any

bad situation and... just mine. Plain old mine.

"Happy happy birthday you incredible boy. I

wish you everything and more that your

heart desires!" Several actors including

actor Vicky Kaushal also wished

Malavika's brother on the occasion.

Malavika is now working on

'Thangalaan', featuring actor Vikram

in the lead. The film, set in pre-

Independence era, has triggered

huge expectations.

Malavika
Mohanan
pens
adorable
birthday
wish for
brother

AA ctor Adivi

Sesh is back

with the sequel of

his successful film

'HIT'. His last film

'Major' was appre-

ciated by critics, as

well as pan-Indian

audience and was

a huge hit across

all regions. 'HIT 2'

teaser shows a

rather calm Sesh

playing the role of

a police officer in

the Homicide

Intervention Team,

in the typically

crime-free town of

Visakhapatnam.

Things take a turn

for the worse when

he comes across a

murder where a

woman is found

dead with her body

chopped into parts.

Powerful dialogues

like "where women

are worshipped,

there blossoms

divinity" and

"where women are

not worshiped, all

actions remain

unfruitful" make

the movie a highly

thrilling watch. It

is expected that

'HIT 2' might also

have a dubbed

Hindi version soon,

to comply with

fans' demands.
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Sydney, Nov 05 (PTI):

England rode on the ex-
perience of Ben Stokes as
they scampered their way
to the T20 World Cup semi-
finals with a four-wicket
win over Sri Lanka, the re-
sult ending reigning
champions and hosts
Australia’s campaign in
the tournament.

Sri Lankan opener
Pathum Nissanka gave
them an explosive start
with a 45-ball 67 but the
English bowlers roared
back to restrict them to a
modest 141 for eight.

Chasing a tricky target
on a dry SCG wicket, Alex
Hales (47; 30b) and skipper
Jos Buttler (28; 23b) pro-
duced a ruthless opening
partnership of 75 runs
from 45 balls.

From there, they just
needed 67 from 75 balls but
in no time, half of the
English side were down
with crafty spinner
Wanindu Hasaranga (2/23)
once again triggering a
collapse.

He dismissed the
English openers in addi-
tion of just seven runs, be-
fore the likes of
Dhananjaya de Silva (2/24)
and Lahiru Kumara (2/24)
got into the act.

With their designated
No. 3 Dawid Malan injured
(groin), England had a re-
jigged batting order and
looked shaky, needing 31
runs in 33 balls when
Moeen Ali became
Dhananjaya de Silva’s sec-

ond victim.
But English Test skip-

per Stokes, looking to find
form in this tournament,
held his nerves and closed
out the chase with a com-
posed 42 not out from 36
balls. He was associated in
a nervy 15-run partner-
ship with Chris Woakes.

After rain proved to be a
dampener in the
Australia-England clash at
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground earlier in the

Super 12, the Aussies
ended their group stage
campaign with seven
points, and their semifinal
hopes rested on a Lankan
win over the Englishmen.

England finished second
behind New Zealand in
Group 1 and will take on
the Group 2 toppers in the
last-four. The top three
teams in the group fin-
ished on seven points each
and Australia missed out
by the thinnest of mar-

gins. It was a rollicking
start for England as Hales
played the role of the ag-
gressor while Buttler took
time to settle down.
Gradually, the English
skipper also got into the
act as he smashed the wily
Hasaranga for consecutive
fours and a six.

Earlier, Nissanka pro-
vided the perfect start as
he blazed his way to a 33-
ball fifty after his team
elected to bat.

The stylish opener took
the English attack to the
cleaners and slammed five
sixes and two fours, but
leg-spinner Adil Rashid (4-
0-16-1) brilliantly turned it
around by taking his
maiden wicket of the tour-
nament in the form of
Nissanka.

Seamer Sam Curran (4-
0-27-1) also bowled a tidy
spell in the middle overs
as Sri Lanka, who were
going at over eight runs
an over at the halfway
mark, faltered in the back-
end. The lack of power-
hitters cost the Lankans
dear as boundaries dried
up, and they could man-
age just 25 runs in the last
five overs, a phase where
they also lost five wickets.

Brief Score:

Sri Lanka: 141 for 8 in 20
overs (Pathum Nissanka
67; Mark Wood 3/26).

England: 144 for 6 in
19.4 overs (Alex Hales 47,
Ben Stokes 42; Wanindu
Hasaranga 2/23,
Dhananjaya de Silva
2/24).

England beat Sri Lanka, make 
semifinals at expense of hosts Australia

England’s Ben Stokes (L) celebrates after teammate
Chris Woakes hit the winning runs during the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
England and Sri Lanka at the Sydney Cricket Ground
(SCG) on November 5.

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

Skipper Rohit Sharma
will look to feast on a
Zimbabwe bowling attack
in his bid to play an in-
nings that is long overdue
in a must-win game of
the T20 World Cup here
on Sunday.

With Virat Kohli in im-
perious form and other
top-order batters such as
KL Rahul and
Suryakumar Yadav also
playing impactful knocks
each, the Indian captain
(74 runs in 4 games) is in
line to play one of his lit-
tle gems on a ground
where he has scored mul-
tiple white ball hundreds.

Rohit has been playing
some good shots but save
the game against the
Netherlands, he hasn’t
fired much in other
games. He is too good a
player to not get those
booming sixes going his
way. Exactly two weeks
back, the MCG witnessed
an epic Indo-Pak clash
and an innings of a life-
time from Kohli but the
match against Zimbabwe
is no less important as a
victory will clear the
pathway to the last four
stage.

In that context, the
match against Zimbabwe
is a must-win game for
the Indian team, which is
runaway favourites to
pummel Regis

Chakabva’s side whose
campaign started in style
but tapered off towards
the end.

Zimbabwe’s batting
hasn’t exactly fired and
against the current
Indian attack, it would be
difficult for them to put
up a stellar show as
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Arshdeep Singh and
Mohammed Shami have
been on the money.

The only man in the
Indian bowling attack,
who would expect to put
up a batter show than he
has done so far is R
Ashwin, who has been

steady but not extra-ordi-
nary. A win will put India
in pole position of group
2 but a loss might pave
the way for Pakistan, who
will go through to the
semifinals if they beat
Bangladesh in their last
super 12 match with bet-
ter net run-rate.

South Africa, who are
currently placed in sec-
ond position with five
points, will also make it
with a win against the
Netherlands but if they
lose and Pakistan win
then the latter alongwith
India will go through to
the final four. If India fin-

ish at the top then they
will face England in the
semifinals.

With Craig Ervine,
Sean Ervine, Ryan Burl
and Sean Williams in the
Zimbabwean batting line-
up, there is a possibility
that team management
might once again use
Deepak Hooda in the line-
up like the Proteas game.

However, the biggest
threat for India will be
Pakistan born Sikandar
Raza, who is in the midst
of a dream 2022 season
and would like to finish
the tournament on a
high.

Skipper Rohit and team
ready to fire on all cylinders

India’s Virat

Kohli (R) hands

a bat to 

teammate

Hardik Pandya

during a net

practice 

session at

Melbourne

Cricket Ground

(MCG) in

Melbourne on

November 5, on

the eve of their

ICC men’s

Twenty20 World

Cup 2022 

cricket match

against

Zimbabwe.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 05 (PTI):

India dished out an im-
pressive brand of attack-
ing hockey after trailing
1-3 at one stage to thrash
New Zealand 7-4 in a
high-scoring thriller in
the FIH Men’s Pro
League here.

The home side, who
had beaten the same op-
ponents 4-3 in the first
leg on October 28, strug-
gled in the first 15 min-
utes by conceding three
goals but turned the
match on its hand as they
struck two goals each in
the next three quarters.

New Zealand dominat-
ed the first quarter but
later withered under
India’s incessant on-
slaught as they could
score just one goal in the
next three 15-minute pe-
riods.

Captain Harmanpreet
Singh (7th and 19th
minute; both PCs),
Karthi Selvam (17th and
38th), Raj Kumar Pal
(31st), Sukhjeet Singh

(50th) and Jugraj Singh
(53rd) scored for India.

For New Zealand,
Simon Child (2nd), Sam
Lane (9th), Smith Jake
(14th) and Nic Woods
(54th) were the scorers.

India got 11 penalty
corners in the match
from which three were
converted.

In the final analysis, it
was a dominating per-

formance by the Indians
who produced a fine at-
tacking hockey with 29
circle penetrations as
against 13 by New
Zealand. India also had
56 per cent ball posses-
sion and 12 shots at oppo-
sition goal as against six
of the visiting team.

India head coach
Graham Reid had talked
about defensive lapses in

the earlier two matches
of the season and on
Friday also, the home
side committed blunders
to concede three goals in
the first 15 minutes
though they pulled one
back in that period.

India play Spain here
on Sunday in their sec-
ond leg match. India had
lost 2-3 to the European
side on October 30.

Rampaging India thrash New
Zealand 7-4 in FIH Men’s Pro League

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

A relaxed Virat Kohli
celebrated his 34th birth-
day at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground with the Indian
media and expressed a
not-so-secret birthday
wish — to cut an even big-
ger cake on November 13
night, after winning the
T20 World Cup for India.
As he walked up the stairs
of the MCG gallery, Kohli
sported a smile, shook
hands with everyone who
wished him. “Aapne kabhi
sarvajanik tarikhe se apna
janamdin manaya hai
Virat? (Did you ever cele-
brate your birthday with
the media Virat?” a senior
journalist enquired.

“Aap logon ne pahle toh
kabhi mujhe janamdin pe
cake bheja bhi naahin
(You people never sent me
a cake on my birthdays),”
he said with a beaming
smile. He was asked to give
a speech and the wry smile
was back. “I am not an-
swering any questions,”
he said and on the media’s

demand. “It’s nice to cut a
cake at the MCG.
Preferably, I would have
liked to cut one cake,” he
smiled and you knew what
he was talking about.

Next Sunday is the T20
World Cup final, and what
Kohli would like to cut is a

celebratory cake after win-
ning the final for India.
India had just finished
their net session and Kohli
had a good half an hour
batting session , facing the
net bowlers along with
Harshal Patel, Yuzvendra
Chahal and Mohammed

Siraj. Ravichandran
Ashwin had informed
during his media interac-
tion that the former cap-
tain did cut a cake in the
dressing room. “Yeah, we
got a cake. Rishabh had it.
Just before we came for
practice, yes,” Ashwin

had said in jest when
asked about how the team
is celebrating. Credit to
the Indian team’s media
wing and the ICC that
when a request was made
if Kohli would come for a
small celebration with the
Indian media contingent,
they readily agreed. One
of the travelling journal-
ists got a cake and another
senior scribe presented
him with a special paint-
ing bought from Jaipur of
a Rajasthani ‘King’. A
King’s potrait for ‘King
Kohli’.

“Bhai badi acchi cake
hain, kisne laya hain
(Brother, it’s a nice cake,
who got it?” he enquired
and thanked the reporter
who had arranged it in
quick time. “Thank you,
it’s very tasty.” Someone
requested for a group
photo and he immediately
agreed. The jostling to
stand right next to the
man of the hour and be
relevant was there to be
seen, as he patiently wait-
ed for the photo journal-
ists to take pictures.

Preferably I would have liked to cut one cake: Kohli

Cricketer
Virat Kohli and
Indian cricket
team’s  mental 

conditioning coach
Paddy Upton dur-
ing their birthday 

celebrations, 
in Australia,

Saturday, Nov. 5.

Paris, Nov 05 (AP):

Novak Djokovic stayed
on course for a record-ex-
tending seventh Paris
Masters title by dispatch-
ing Lorenzo Musetti 6-0, 6-
3 in the quarterfinals.
Djokovic, who has titles in
Israel and Kazakhstan this
season, is chasing a
record-extending 39th
Masters title. Musetti
caused Djokovic problems
in the French Open fourth
round last year, leading by
two sets before retiring in
the fifth. Not this time, as
the sixth-seeded Serb bull-
dozed the first set in 24
minutes against the un-
seeded Italian. They
swapped breaks at the
start of the second set as
Musetti briefly rallied for
2-2. Serving for the match,
Djokovic held to love and
clinched victory when
Musettei swiped a wild
forehand into the net.
Djokovic next faces
Stefanos Tsitsipas after

the fifth-seeded Greek won
6-2, 6-4 against unseeded
American Tommy Paul,
who knocked out Rafael
Nadal in the second round.

Djokovic leads Tsitsipas
8-2, with the past three of
Djokovic’s seven straight
wins all coming in finals
including a five-set thriller
at last year’s French Open,
where Djokovic rallied
from two sets down.

Earlier, top-ranked Carlos
Alcaraz was stopped by
unseeded Holger Rune of
Denmark, who reached his
first semis at Masters
level.

In a match pitting 19-
year-old former junior
doubles partners, Rune
was leading 6-3, 6-6 and 3-1
in the tiebreaker when the
U.S. Open champion
Alcaraz retired, a few min-
utes after having treat-
ment on an abdominal
muscle at the changeover.

“I thought it was a great
match. Unlucky for him,”
Rune said. “We both
played very well and I was
super focused. It was an
amazing crowd, amazing
tennis, so I’m super
pleased with how I han-
dled everything.”

Rune, who won both of
his career titles this year,
next faces eighth-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime. He
beat No. 16 Frances Tiafoe
6-1, 6-4 to stay on track for
a fourth straight title.

Djokovic and Tsitsipas
reach Paris semis

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin is
thorough with his process-
es and doesn’t want  to de-
pend too much on match-
ups, which has become a
vogue in T20 cricket.

India’s head coach
Rahul Dravid is a firm be-
liever in match-ups and
Men In Blue of late has
been more of a data driven
unit under the former
India captain. “I don’t
think players innately
have to necessarily believe
in matchups, but I think
it’s an area that teams and
tactical edges are happen-
ing around,” Ashwin said
during the pre-match
press conference.

Match-Ups are a concept
where based on data a
team decides as to which
bowler has a distinct edge
over a particular batter or
which batter at a particu-
lar time of the game is
more useful. “I think it’s

safe to say that one end of
the spectrum is to plan for
all those things (match-
ups), but as a bowler you
need to constantly bowl to
a lot of batters,” he said.
Ashwin doesn’t believe
that one particular bowler
should bowl to one partic-
ular batter. “I think it is a
feature that’s existing, and
it is definitely being devel-
oped.

Don’t think players
innately need to believe
in match-ups: Ashwin

Saarbrucken, Nov 05 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth oust-
ed world no. 7 Jonatan
Christie in the men’s sin-
gles quarterfinals of the
Hylo Open Super 300
here to stay on course for
his first title in five
years.

The Indian world num-
ber 11, who last won a
title way back in 2017,

dispatched the
Indonesian 21-13 21-19 in
39 minutes to extend his
head-to-head count to 6-5.

Srikanth, who had
clinched a historic silver
at the 2021 World
Championships, will face
world no. 6 Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting in the
semifinals later on
Saturday. Anthony has a
3-2 head-to-head count
against the Indian.

Srikanth sails into
Hylo Open semifinals

Rahul Gandhi booked
for unauthorised 

use of KGF-2 music

Bengaluru, Nov 05 (PTI):
A case has been registered
against three senior
Congress leaders including
Rahul Gandhi for alleged
unauthorised usage of the
music from the blockbuster
Kannada film 'KGF-2' during
the party's 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra'. The FIR was regis-
tered in the Yashwanthpur
police station on Friday
under the provisions of
Copyright Act, the
Information Technology Act
and the Indian Penal Code
against Gandhi, Jairam
Ramesh and Supriya for
using KGF-2 music for the
ongoing Bharat Jodo Yatra,
led by Rahul Gandhi on a
complaint lodged by M
Naveen Kumar, who man-
ages MRT music.

Kangra, Nov 05 (PTI): 

Battle lines have
been drawn in poll-
bound Himachal
Pradesh's Kangra
Assembly constituen-
cy but political lines
have blurred with

parties fielding turncoats.
Among the six candidates
in the fray is the BJP's
Pawan Kumar Kajal, who
won the 2017 elections from
Kangra on Congress ticket.
He joined the BJP in
August with Congress
MLA from Nalagarh
Lakhivinder Rana.

Kajal is pitted against
Congress nominee
Surinder Kumar Kaku,
who returned to the party
in September after a three-

year stint in the BJP.
Kangra is one of the five
constituencies in the
Kangra district, where the
BJP is facing a rebellion
due to the allocation of
tickets to turncoats. The
district sends 15 legislators
to the 68-member Assembly.

Kajal, 48, however, said
he has the support of
local BJP workers and
they are working for
'Mission Repeat' -- repeat-
ing the party's govern-
ment in the hill state.
National leaders of the
BJP are also campaigning
for Kajal. Congress' Kaku
alleged Kajal jumped ship
to avoid facing a probe
amid allegations of cor-
ruption against him.
There has been no devel-

opment in Kangra in the
last 10 years, the
Congress nominee
claimed. "Unemployment
is the biggest issue here.
People here also want the
Old Pension Scheme to
be restored. "There is a
need for a new market
yard for farmers and an
engineering college
should also be opened in
the area," he said.

Aam Aadmi Party's
(AAP) Raj Kumar and BJP
rebel Kulbhash Chand
Chaudhary are also in the
race. A four-time pradhan
of panchayat Jogipur, 68-
year-old Kumar said vot-
ers are looking for a
change. "Voters are very
smart. They want to get all
the facilities that the people
of Delhi and Punjab are
getting. We (AAP) have im-
plemented the Old Pension
Scheme in Punjab and will
implement it here also," he
said. Chaudhary is contest-
ing as an Independent and
exhorting voters to reject
turncoats in the elections.

Bargarh (Odisha), Nov 05 (PTI): 

The famed 'Dhanu Yatra'
here, known to be the
world's largest open-air
theatre, turns 75 this year
and one of its kind contest
is being keenly fought for
the role of the demon king
Kansa of Mahabharata as
57 actors have applied for
it. Gopal Sahoo, an Odisha
police officer who played
the role of the tyrannical
maternal uncle of Lord
Krishna for as many as 23
years, bows out this year as
he turns 60.

A man of large physique
and a stentorian voice, he is
famous across the state for
his acting in 'Dhanu Yatra'.
Two other actors in the fes-
tival too have reached the
age of superannuation and
will be replaced, the Dhanu
Yatra Mahotsav Committee

said. There are aspirants
for other roles too in the fes-

tival. In fact, a record 223
actors are vying for roles in

the 11-day festival that is set
to begin on December 27
after a gap of two years of
the COVID-19 pandemic, it
said. The 'Dhanu Yatra',
which marks the victory of
good over evil, came into
existence in this west
Odisha town in 1947-48 to
celebrate the country's
Independence and is held
annually since then.

Among the applicants
this time, 22 have applied to
play the role of
Mahamantri Vidur, four for
Satyaki, 17 for Akrura, 14
for Lord Narada, seven for
Ugrasen, the father of King
Kansa, eight for the role of
Devaki, Lord Krishna's bio-
logical mother, and 17 for
his father Vasudev. The se-
lection of the actor for
playing King Kansa will be
held on November 10,
while those for the other

roles will be held on that
day and also on November
7 and 9, said Mirdha Toppo,
the additional district mag-
istrate of Bargarh. The
artistes will be selected by
a jury on the basis of their
demo performance at the
Town Hall here.

The importance of the
role of King Kansa in
Dhanu Yatra' is that during
its duration of 11 days he
rules the town, which then
is transformed into his cap-
ital Mathura and its resi-
dents become his obedient
subjects. For an actor, the
lure of a role in 'Dhanu
Yatra' is due to its populari-
ty in the state and among
tourists and the opulence
of the programme.
Prabhas Tripathi, an
artiste, said the reason for
his interest for a role in
Dhanu Yatra' is because it

provides "a chance to act in
the open theatre". "Though
I do not have much experi-
ence, I hope that I get a
role," he said.

The plays in 'Dhanu
Yatra' festival start with
the dethroning of Emperor
Ugrasen of Mathura by the
angry Prince Kansa over
the marriage of his sister
Devaki with Vasudev and
end with the death of
Kansa and restoration of
the throne to Ugrasen.
There is, however, no writ-
ten script. The entire
drama is based on
'Harivamsa Purana' which
chronicles the early life of
Lord Krishna.

As Bargarh becomes
King Kansa's Mathura,
Amapali, located about
eight km away, becomes
Gopapura, where Lord
Krishna is said to have

spent his childhood. The
Jeera river which flows be-
tween the two places be-
comes the Yamuna river.

The rule of Kansa, his
death and the exploits of
Lord Krishna are enacted
in 14 places across the area
during the 11 days of the
open-air festival.
Politicians and govern-
ment officers get sucked
into the show as the rule of
King Kansa holds sway
during the duration of
'Dhanu Yatra'.

Once in the early 1990s,
Kansa had summoned the
then chief minister Biju
Patnaik to present himself
at his durbar. Patnaik had
sportingly flown down
from Bhubaneswar in a
chopper to Bargarh to ap-
pear before the 'king' and to
discuss the 'issues of the
kingdom'.

New Delhi, Nov 05: (PTI): 

Four out of every five
families in Delhi-NCR
have claimed to have ex-
perienced pollution-relat-
ed ailments in the last
few weeks, according to a
survey. Meanwhile, 18
per cent of the total
19,000 people surveyed by
LocalCircles have al-
ready visited a doctor.

The survey also found
that 80 per cent of the
surveyed families have at
least one member who is
experiencing some kind
of respiratory problem
due to air pollution.

The responses were
sought from the residents
of Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Gurugram
and Faridabad with 63
per cent of respondents

being male.
"Four in five Delhi-

NCR (National Capital
Region) families sur-
veyed have someone ex-
periencing pollution-re-
lated ailments: 18 per
cent have already visited
a doctor or a hospital,"
the survey mentioned.

Answering the ques-
tion on the nature of the
ailment, 80 per cent fami-
lies said their members
are "facing multiple is-
sues due to the pollu-
tion", while 7 per cent de-
nied having any issue at
all due to the pollution.

Meanwhile, 13 per cent
were said to be unaffect-
ed by air pollution as
they are not living in
Delhi-NCR at the time.

In effect, to avoid the
impact of air pollution,

some have temporarily
moved out of the nation-
al capital region, while
the majority of those re-
maining are paying a
price court ill health.

When a similar ques-
tion was asked five days
after Diwali, 70 per cent
citizens had complained
that someone in their
family was experiencing
the same pollution-relat-
ed illness.

This number has risen
by 10 per cent in a matter
of five days, during
which 13 per cent of the
respondents have left
Delhi-NCR temporarily.

LocalCircles is a com-
munity social media plat-
form that holds surveys
on issues of governance,
public and consumer in-
terest.

Shimla, Nov 05 (PTI): 

India's first voter Shyam
Saran Negi died on
Saturday morning at his
residence in Himachal
Pradesh's Kinnaur. He was
106. On November 2, Negi
had cast his vote for the
state's Assembly polls
through postal ballot, the
Election Commission said.

Expressing his condo-
lences at a poll rally in
Mandi district's
Sundarnagar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said, "I learnt about the
death of Shyam Saran
Negi when I was leaving
from New Delhi in the
morning. The 106-year-old
had voted more than 30
times in his life.

"Just a few days ago,
Negi had cast his vote
through postal ballot for

the Himachal Pradesh
polls. Even before his de-
mise, he discharged his
duty," Modi said, adding
Negi's outlook towards
democracy will inspire the
country's youth.

"With a heavy heart, I
bow my head to pay hom-
age and express my deep-
est condolences to his kin,"
the prime minister said.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur also took to
Twitter to condole the
death. "I am pained to
learn about the passing
away of India's first voter
Shyam Saran Negi.

Adhering to his duty, he
cast his vote for the 34th
time on November 2
though postal ballot. This
thought will always make
me emotional," he said.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Electoral Officer Maneesh

Garg said Negi was also
the brand ambassador for
the Election Commission.

An EC spokesperson
called him as a "man with
exceptional faith in democ-
racy". "He inspired mil-
lions to vote, even before
his demise, he voted for
Himachal Pradesh
Assembly Elections 2022
through postal ballot on
November 2, 2022," the poll
panel said on Twitter.

The BJP and Congress,
too, condoled Negi's death.

"The BJP expresses deep
sadness and condolences
on the demise of independ-
ent India's first voter
Shyam Saran Negi. May
God grant peace to the de-
parted soul," the party said
on its Twitter handle.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi wrote, "The demise
of India's first voter Shyam

Saran Negi is a sad news.
He has seen the country
take its first breath in a
free sky and held on to the
strings of democracy till
his last breath. Negi will al-
ways remind us of our obli-
gation towards the nation."

Congress national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
too, said he was pained to
hear the news. "The best
example of his unwavering
devotion towards democra-
cy is that he cast his vote
for the 34th time on
November 2. My condo-
lences to the departed
soul," Kharge said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said Negi gave a unique ex-
ample of his duty towards
democracy by voting in
every election. "His consci-
entious will always inspire
us," she said.

Selfish groups conspiring
to divide society: PM

Solan (HP), Nov 05 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday cautioned the peo-
ple of Himachal Pradesh
against "selfish groups",
saying they call themselves
'kattar imaandaar (very
honest)' but are the most
corrupt and conspire to di-
vide the society.

His remarks were seen by
many as an attack on the
Aam Aadmi Party which
often describes itself as
'kattar imaandaar' and is
also in the fray along with
the Congress to challenge
the BJP in the hill state.
Attacking the grand old
party, he alleged that the
Congress means a "guaran-
tee" of corruption, selfish
politics and nepotism.

The BJP's work and re-
solve are strong while in
the Congress there is uncer-
tainty, indecisiveness and
anarchy, Modi said.
Himachal Pradesh needs a
BJP government as that
will provide stability to it,
he asserted. Elections to the
68-member Himachal
Pradesh assembly will be
held on November 12 and
counting of votes will take
place on December 8.

"For three decades there
was instability in Delhi,
governments came and
went, thousands of crores
of rupees were wasted in
elections that happened re-
peatedly. People then decid-
ed that only a stable govern-
ment can change the for-
tunes of the country and in
2014, people voted for a sta-

ble government and we also
left no stone unturned to
fulfill people's aspirations,"
Modi said. He said small
states have had a history of
unstable governments but
now many of these states
are looking at stable gov-
ernments and the BJP is
being re-elected, he said, cit-
ing the example of Uttarak-
hand and Goa. During the
Congress rule, many selfish
and vested interest groups
emerged who wanted to see
instability in the country
and states like Himachal
Pradesh, he claimed.

"For this reason they stop
a stable government from
coming to power. Small
states have always been tar-
geted by these selfish
groups. They make false
promises, win a few seats

and work for their own in-
terests. They call them-
selves 'kattar imaandaar
(very honest)' but they are
the most corrupt and con-
spire to divide society,"
Modi said.

Himachal Pradesh
should be beware of such
groups, he cautioned. Solan
with such big response has
given a message that
Himachal Pradesh will
again have 'double engine'
government of the BJP, he
said. "You need not remem-
ber the BJP candidate, only
remember the symbol of
'Lotus' when you go to cast
your vote. I've come to you
with 'Lotus', wherever you
see the symbol of 'Lotus'
that means it's the BJP and
that Modi ji has come to
you," Modi said.

In Bharat Jodo Yatra
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Graduating students during the 53rd Annual Convocation of IIT in Delhi.

IIT CONVOCATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives at Sundar Nagar in Mandi district.

ELECTION CAMPAIGN

Political lines blur in Kangra
as parties bank on turncoats

‘Air pollution hits 4 in 5
Delhi-NCR families’

Local Circles Survey

Dhanu Yatra’ turns 75, keen contest for King Kansa’s role

Artists during ‘Dhanu Yatra’, an annual drama-based open
air theatrical performance in Bargarh.
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India’s first voter dies in HP



Counting
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Counting of
votes will be held on
Sunday in the by-election
to seven assembly con-
stituencies in six states
including former 
chief minister Bhajan
Lal’s family bastion
Admapur in Haryana. 

Train fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
in a parcel van of the
Mumbai-bound Shalimar
Express at Nashik Road
station in Maharashtra on
Saturday morning, but
nobody was injured in
the incident, railway offi-
cials said. 

Suicide
JJooddhhppuurr::  A civil contrac-
tor ended his life by
hanging himself in his
house in village Dhabar
under Rohet police sta-
tion here, police said on
Saturday. The deceased
was identified as
Hanuman Singh
Rajpurohit (55).

BRIEF

IAF’s Surya Kiran team
perform during an air
show in Vadodara,
Saturday. 
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Sundernagar (HP), Nov
05 (PTI): In a scathing at-
tack on the Congress,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday accused
it of neglecting Himachal
Pradesh as it was a small
state that sends only four
MPs to Lok Sabha and
playing with many lives by
indulging in corruption in
defence deals.

Stressing that every sin-
gle vote cast on November
12 will define the develop-
ment journey of the hill
state for the next 25 years,
Modi, at an election rally
here, urged the people to
start a new tradition by
voting back the BJP into
power to ensure stability
and progress.

With the state having
the precedent of the in-

cumbent being voted out,
Modi said whenever
Congress came back, all

development works came
to a standstill. Changing
medicines frequently nei-
ther helps in curing the
ailment nor benefits any-
one, he said, while seeking
another term for the rul-
ing BJP.

“If you want to seek ac-
countability and answers
from the government, you
should give it a chance
again. Together, we will
take Himachal forward,
start new ‘riwaaz’ (cus-
tom), and bring BJP back
to power.” Making false
promises and giving false
guarantees has been the
Congress’ old trick, he al-
leged, adding that it never
even opened its manifesto
while the BJP is known for
toiling day and night to
fulfil what it says and re-

ferred to the abrogation of
Article 370 from Jammu
and Kashmir and building
Ram Temple at Ayodhya.

“Did we not fulfill the
promise of abrogation of
370? We had promised
Ram Temple. Today, Ram
Mandir is being built,” he
said. After Independence,
Congress committed the
country’s first scam in the
defence sector, Prime
Minister Modi alleged.

During its regime,
Congress always took com-
missions in defence deals.
It committed scams of
thousands of crores, he al-
leged at the poll rally in
Sundernagar in Mandi
district which is the home
district of Chief Minister
Jairam Thakur, who also
addressed the gathering.

‘Cong ignored HP as it is small state’

PM Modi addresses 
during a public meeting
ahead of the Himachal

Pradesh Assembly 
elections, at Sundar

Nagar in Mandi district,
Saturday.

BBiijjaappuurr,,  NNoovv  0055::  

Two alleged Naxalites,
including one member of a
supply team, surrendered in
Bijapur in Chhattisgarh on
Saturday, a police official said.

The two, in their early 20s,
are residents of Bijapur and
have said they decided to sur-
render due to exploitation and
discrimination in the outlawed
outfit, the official said.

One of them is part of the
supply team of the self-styled
‘Pamed area committee’ of the
proscribed movement, while

the second accused is a militia
member, he said. “Supply team
member Madvi Pojja joined the
movement in 2011, while
Madvi Mahesh had joined as a
Bal Sangham member in 2015.
The two are allegedly involved
in an attack on security per-
sonnel between Putkel and
Polampali in Sukma, in which
one CRPF jawan was killed,”
the official said.

The two have been given Rs
10,000 as financial assistance
as per the surrender and reha-
bilitation policy of the state
government, he added.

Two Naxalites surrender

New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate has arrested
Abbas Ansari, Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
MLA from Mau and son of
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari, in a
money laundering case, of-
ficials said on Saturday.

Abbas Ansari, 30, was ar-
rested after a long question-
ing session at the federal
agency’s office in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
they said. He has been ar-
rested in the money laun-
dering case being investi-
gated against his father and
family, they said. Last
month, the ED had attached

seven immovable assets of
Mukhtar Ansari worth Rs
1.48 crore (registry value).
Mukhtar Ansari, a five-
time former MLA, is cur-
rently lodged in jail in Uttar

Pradesh’s Banda. The 59-
year-old was questioned by
the ED in this case last year.
The agency had also raided
the official residence of his
elder brother and BSP MP
Afzal Ansari in Delhi and
some locations in Ghazipur,
Mohammadabad (in
Ghazipur district), Mau
and Lucknow in August.

The money laundering
case against Mukhtar
Ansari stems from multiple
FIRs registered by the Uttar
Pradesh Police apart from
two lodged against a compa-
ny called Vikas
Constructions (a partner-
ship firm) that was run by
his wife, two brothers-in-
law and others.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Abbas Ansari, Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
MLA ,being produced to a
court after his arrest,in
Prayagraj, Saturday.

ED arrests Mukhtar Ansari’s MLA son 

New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI):

Bypoll to the Mainpuri
Lok Sabha seat which fell
vacant following the
death of Samajwadi Party
leader Mulayam Singh
Yadav will be held on
December 5 along with by-
elections to five assembly
constituencies spread
across as many states, the
Election Commission said
on Saturday.

Yadav had passed away
last month following pro-
longed illness.

The Rampur assembly
seat in Uttar Pradesh
which fell vacant follow-

ing the disqualification of
SP leader Mohammad
Azam Khan is one of the
five seats going for the by-
polls.

Khan, who was the
Rampur MLA, was dis-
qualified by the speaker
after he was convicted
and sentenced to three-
year imprisonment in a
case of hate speech regis-
tered against him in April
2019.

The counting of votes
for the single parliamen-
tary and five assembly
seats will be held on
December 8 to coincide
with the Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh ballot
count.

Bypoll to one LS, 
5 Assly seats on Dec 05
 Counting on Dec 8 New Delhi, Nov 05:

The Centre has told
the Delhi high court
that the national an-
them ‘Jana Gana

Mana’ and the national
song ‘Vande Mataram’
“stand on the same level”
and citizens should show
equal respect to both.

While unlike the nation-
al anthem there are no
penal provisions or official
instructions about singing
or playing ‘Vande
Mataram’, the song occu-
pies a unique place in the
emotions and psyche of
Indians and all directions
of the high courts and the
Supreme Court concern-
ing the song are being fol-

lowed, it said. The submis-
sion was made by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
on an affidavit filed in re-
sponse to a public interest
litigation by lawyer
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay to ensure that
the song ‘Vande Mataram’
is as honoured and given
equal status as the nation-
al anthem.

Emphasising that both
the national song and the
national anthem have
their own sanctity and de-
serve equal respect, the
Centre stated that the sub-
ject matter of the present
proceedings can never be a
subject matter of a writ
petition.
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 H
C ‘Jana Gana Mana’,

‘Vande Mataram’ equal

MODEL CODE VIOLATION

Rita Bahuguna
Joshi convicted 

LLuucckknnooww,,  NNoovv  0044  ((PPTTII)):: A spe-
cial court on Friday held BJP
MP Rita Bahuguna Joshi and
four others guilty of violation
of the model code of conduct
during the 2012 assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. The spe-
cial court for cases involving
MPs and MLAs later ordered
their release on probation for a
period of six months. Joshi was
a Congress leader in 2012 and
joined the BJP in 2016. The four
other convicts are Prabha
Srivastava, Ram Singh, Manoj
Chaurasia and Sanjai Yadav.
According to the prosecution,
the FIR in the case was lodged
at Krishna Nagar police station
against Joshi, who was con-
testing the election on a
Congress ticket, for addressing
a public rally in Bajranj Nagar
mohalla even after the time for
campaigning had ended.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: A
Workshop on the Topic of
"Preventive Vigilance and
Check points on common
irregularities" was organ-
ised by Vigilance
Department, Bhilai Steel
Plant in association with
Nandini Mines, for the col-
lective of Nandini Lime
Stone Mines on November
03 as a part of observance
of Vigilance Awareness
Week -2022. Around 25 per-
sons attended the work-
shop including Executives
and Non-Executives of
Nandini Mines. The pres-

entation on the subject
was given by Satyabrat
Kar, GM (Vigilance).
During the presentation,
Kar has explained about
Preventive Vigilance and
various check points,
which may be used by
Indenters/Operating
Authorities and
C o n t r a c t / P u r c h a s e
Officers to avoid common
irregularities in the
process of Procurement
and Contracts. The whole
program was coordinated
by Sudhakar Jamulkar,
GM (Nandini Mines) and
P Ekka, GM (Nandini
Mines).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: During
the week long observance
of Vigilance Awareness -
2022, various programmes
and competitions are
being organised by
Vigilance Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
the employees of Bhilai
Steel Plant, their family
members as well as for the
students of various col-
leges and schools around
the vicinity of Bhilai Steel
Plant. Objective of these
programmes and competi-
tions is to sensitize them
towards the issues related
to corruption, ethical be-
haviours in the workplace
as well as in the society
and importance of trans-
parency, ethical behaviour,
integrity and accountabili-
ty in the workplace and in
the governance.

In the various series of
the competition, a Mega

Quiz Competition named
Vig_Quest-2022 was organ-
ised in association with
HRDC Department of BSP
on 31.10.2022 for the em-
ployees of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The objective  of
this  quiz competition was
to  help BSP
Executives/Non-execu-
tives to develop their
knowledge and awareness
regarding the CVC, CBI,
other anti- corruption or-
ganisations/agencies, var-
ious anti corruption
drives, Vigilance and its
functions, Systems,
P r o c e d u r e s ,

Rules/Regulations of the
Organisations including
PCP, SAIL CDA Rules etc.

A great response was re-
ceived in this competition.
Before selection of the top
six teams for the Mega
Finale, a screening round
was held on the same day.
Finale was completed
with three thrilling
rounds. Vikas Piprani, SM
(SP-III) and Ashish
Agrawal, SM (T&D) were
the Quiz Masters of the
Vig_Quest-2022. During
the competition, quiz mas-
ters had also engaged the
audience by asking vari-

ous pass-on questions.
Team of Umesh

Malyath, SM (OP-II) and
NiveshVijyan, Mgr (Pers)
was the Winner of the
Vig_Quest-2022 while
Team of
HimanshuVerma, Mgr
(SMS-3), Aiman Ali, Mgr
(EMD) and Team of
Shalini Chaurasiya, AM
(Pers) and UmeshSahu,
SM (Projects) was respec-
tively the 1st and2nd
Runner-ups of the compe-
tition. Apart from the top
three slots, three consola-
tion prizes and various
audience prizes were also
awarded on the spot dur-
ing the quizzing.

The whole programme
was compared by
Subhash Patel, SM
(HRDD). In the last of the
Mega Quiz, words of mo-
tivation were delivered by
Satyabrat Kar, GM
(Vigilance) and Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRDD &BE).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: As a part of
observance of Vigilance
Awareness Week-2022
(VAW-2022) an extempore
competition was organised
on November 04 at General
Conference Hall, 2nd Floor,
Ispat Bhavan by Vigilance
Department, BSP for the
employees of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The programme
started with administering
the Integrity Pledge to all
the participants, judges

and guests present.
There were number of

relevant topics conceptu-
alised by Vigilance depart-
ment from which every
participant had to random-
ly pick and speak. The
judges for the competition
were Shivani Jatrele, DGM
(C&IT) and Somit Aich,
DGM (C&IT). An over-
whelming response was re-
ceived from the partici-
pants. The content, presen-
tation style by the partici-
pants were exemplary. The

first, second, third and con-
solation prizes were bagged
by Amrita Gangrade, DGM
(C&IT), Jaya Tiwari, AGM
(Projects), RK Gupta,
Senior Manager (TSD) and
SP Nigam, Senior Manager
(ACWE) respectively. The
programme ended with in-
spiring address by the re-
spected Judges. The whole
program was coordinated
by Rakhi Tiwari, AGM
(Vigilance) and SK Biswal,
Senior Manager
(Vigilance).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Bhilai
Steel Plant is observing
the Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022 from October 31
to November 06. During
this week long celebration,
various inbound as well as
outreach activities are
being organised for sesitis-
ing the employees as well
as the stake holders to-
wards the ill effects of cor-
ruption and the joint ef-
forts to fight against it.

In the series of these ac-
tivities, an awareness
Gram-Sabha was also or-
ganised by Vigilance
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant in association
with the Nandini Mines
Organisation at
Government Primary
School, Medesara Village,
Near Nandini Mines.
Satyabrat Kar, GM
(Vigilance) and Acting
ACVO and Sudhakar

Jamulkar, GM (Nandini
Mines) graced the occa-
sion along with the other
officials of Nandini
Mines. From the
Medesara Village MK
Sahu, Head Master,
Government Middle
School, Medesara Village,
Sunil Banchhor, Head
Master, Government

Primary School, Medesara
Village, Villagers of
Medesara Village and
School Students were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Program began with
Saraswati Pooja and ad-
ministering the Integrity
Pledge to the gathering.
The same was followed by
various performances by

School Children such as
Folk Dance of
Chhattisgarh including
themes of corruption and
environment, Nukkad
Natak, Poems and speech
on corruption. Efforts of
the children was great and
same was appreciated by
all.

Satyabrat Kar, GM

(Vigilance) enlightened
the gathering with his in-
spirational words. In his
address he expressed the
importance of Villagers
and Children in fight
against corruption, which
is important for a devel-
oped nation. He stated that
role of every citizen is im-
portant in this mission
and together we can make
our Country Corruption
Free and surely a devel-
oped Nation.

At the end of the pro-
gram token gifts were dis-
tributed to all the partici-
pating children and the
teachers. The entire pro-
gram was concluded suc-
cessfully due to the efforts
put in by SK Biswal, SM
(Vigilance), Anurag
Mittal, Manager
(Vigilance), Ajay Singh,
Senior Inspector
(Vigilance) and the
Officials of Nandini
Mines.

Farmers get tokens through 
‘Token Tumhar Haath’ to sell paddy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
inspected the ongoing con-
struction work in Bada
Talab in Kumhari. Along
with this, he also inspected
the paddy procurement
center in Kumhari. During
the inspection of the pro-
curement centre, he ques-
tioned the manager at the
Kumhari Procurement cen-
ter regarding the token dis-
tribution through "Token
Tumhar Haath".

The manager replied
that two farmers have
taken tokens through this
online system. The
Collector said that this spe-
cial arrangement has been

launched as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
to provide convenience to
the farmers. Paddy sellers
can get the token online. He
instructed the officials to
publicise information
about this facility.

He spoke to the farmers
and inquired about other
facilities at the paddy pro-
curement center. The farm-
ers informed the Collector
that this year the farmers
who cultivated the early
ripening variety have got a
big relief due to the early
commencement of paddy
procurement.

Early commencement of
paddy procurement will re-
duce crowding in the pro-

curement centers and
farmers will be able to sell
their paddy with ease. The
Collector also saw the
Paddy Moisture Device and
weighing machines at the
paddy procurement center.

Along with this, he also
inquired about the acreage
error etc. He also inquired

about the condition of
gunny bags and said that in
any case, damaged gunny
bags should not be used.
Collector further instruct-
ed to ensure regular lifting
of paddy.

Collector also inspected
the ongoing beautification
work in Bada Talab.

Officials said that the civil
work has been completed
and now only the finishing
work is left which is being
done at a fast pace.
Collector instructed to
complete the project within
15 days.

The Collector also gave
instructions to organize
special camps for caste cer-
tificates. He instructed
them to organise special
camps and make public an-
nouncements so that the
maximum number of peo-
ple can get caste certifi-
cates. He added that this
work should be done on top
priority. He asked to pre-
pare a schedule for the
camps and instructed the
SDM to monitor the camps.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Durg
Police is conducting a spe-
cial operation against
those who consume liquor
in public places. On the
second day of the drive, ac-
tion was taken against an
illegally operated Ahata
(place that serves liquor)
and people found boozing
in public places. Police tar-
geted the illegal ahatas
near English Wine Shop in
Dhanora and Country
Liquor Shops in Potiya.

On the instructions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and guidance of ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, a
team led by CSP Vaibhav
Banker (IPS) raided illegal
Ahatas near English Wine

Shop in Dhanora and
Country Liquor Shop in
Potiya. They found ten
persons consuming liquor
at these Ahatas.

Ten other people in-
volved in serving liquor
were also taken into cus-
tody. Action was taken
against them under sec-
tion 36 (f) and 36 (C) of

Chhattisgarh Excise Act.
Tables, chairs, water

bottles, snacks packets,
disposable glass, liquor
bottles and Rs 8500 cash
were seized from this
place. Sub Inspector
Rajeev Tiwari (SHO,
Padmanabhpur) and staff
of Padmanabhpur Chowki
conducted the drive.

Collector inspects under construction roads 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is focussing on the
basic facilities for the peo-
ple in the district. In this
episode, he took stock of
the under construction
roads at various spots.
Engineers of the PWD de-
partment accompanied
him during the inspec-
tion.

The contractors were
instructed to stay present
at the construction sites
during the Collector's
visit. Meena took stock of
the road condition from
Jail Triangle to Pulgaon
Chowk and upto Anda,
the last border of the
Public Works
Department, Durg.

Expressing concern
over the pace of road con-
struction work, he gave
clear instructions to the
engineers and contractors

of PWD to speed up the
work and complete the
projects at the earliest.

While inspecting the
road widening works of

Pulgaon - Anda Road, he
asked the contractor to
give a deadline and asked
the officers to regularly
submit the progress re-
port of the work. He made
it clear to the engineers
and contractors that he
would conduct surprise
inspections any time.

During the visit, the
Collector also inspected
the bridge on the Pulgaon
Bypass road. He took in-
formation from the offi-
cials regarding the aver-
age daily traffic on this
route and the load-carry-
ing capacity of the bridge.
He directed the officers to
conduct technical analy-
sis and submit a report re-
garding the strength and
technical aspects of the
bridge.

CAF jawan commits suicide
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 05: A jawan
of Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging self at his resi-
dence on the intervening
night of Saturday. The in-
cident was an outcome of
a marital dispute. The
jawan allegedly quar-
relled with his wife till
late night on Friday.

Later he hanged himself
at his residence. The inci-
dent came into light on
Saturday morning. Supela
Police lodged a case and
investigations are on.
Police have recovered a
suicide note in which the
Jawan has levelled allega-
tions on his wife.

According to informa-

tion, the deceased jawan
was Vijay Kumar (30). He
was posted as a constable

in CAF 1st Battalion,
Bhilai. He resided with
his wife and 3 year old

daughter at Police
Quarters near the Post
Office in CAF 1st
Battalion premises.

The couple entered into
an argument over some
issue on Friday late
evening. The argument
continued till late night
and the Constable beat his
wife also. On Saturday
morning, he was found
hanging with a nylon rope
to the ceiling fan.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the spot
and conducted crime
scene investigation. A sui-
cide note was recovered
from the scene of crime.
After preparing an in-
quest, the body was sent
for autopsy. Supela Police
lodged an FIR and investi-
gations are on.
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Instructs to conduct technical analysis of Pulgaon Bypass bridge 

Crackdown continues on illegal
Ahata and public boozers

Awareness Gram Sabha at Medesara Village
under Vigilance Awareness Week-2022

VAW-2022: Extempore Competition
organised for employees of BSP

Mega Quiz Competition organised under
Vigilance Awareness Week 2022

Workshop organised
at Nandini Mines 
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BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0055::  Bhilai Mayor Neeraj
Pal and Corporation Commissioner
Rohit Vyas took an assessment
meeting in the office auditorium to
review the departmental work and
the work being done on major
schemes of the government.
During this, information about the
progress of schemes and depart-
mental works was collected. The
meeting reviewed on Chief
Minister Slum Health Scheme, Shri
Dhanwantri Generic Medical Store
Scheme, Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
Mitan Yojana, Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Roka Cheka Abhiyan, Krishna Kunj
Yojana, revenue recovery, illegal
encroachment and illegal plotting,
cleaning in ward areas and street
mohallas. 

Also assessment was done for
action on single use plastic, work
of pipeline distribution and drink-
ing water system, lighting, infra-

structure items, state promoted,
centrally promoted, 14th finance
and 15th finance commission
works, status of yet to be started,
already underway and in progress
works, Chief Minister, Minister
and MLA fund, Mayor's fund,
Councilor's fund, status of works
of Alderman fund, status of repair
and maintenance of roads, in rela-
tion to establishment of vending
zone, beautification of dividers
and square-intersections,
Atmanand School etc. While dis-
cussing in detail, necessary in-
structions were given to do the
work keeping in mind the time
limit. Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh Sharma,
Executive Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
Assistant Engineer Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Deputy Engineer and
other officers/employees were
present in the meeting.

BMC Mayor, Commissioner
conduct review meeting 
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Timely intervention and continuous
training needed in Pediatric Emergency

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: To dis-
cuss technical advances,
trauma and toxicology,
psychiatry, education, and
research in Pediatric
Emergency, the first
National Conference of
the Indian Academy of
Pediatrics on Pediatric
Emergency was inaugu-
rated at All India Institute
of Medical Sciences on
Saturday. Experts praised
resources provided by the
government to reduce
mortality in Pediatric
Emergencies and suggest-
ed timely intervention
and continuous training
for better outcomes. The
Conference has reiterated

to achieve zero death rates
by 2025 due to acute kid-
ney injury in Pediatrics.

Prof. (Dr.) George A
D’Souza, President of
AIIMS, Raipur, inaugurat-
ed the Conference and
congratulated the organ-
izing committee for cover-
ing all vital aspects of
Pediatric Emergency.
‘AIIMS-R is the first to
identify the importance of
Pediatric Emergency, and
the Institute introduces
DM in Pediatric
Emergency. The health of
our children is a reflec-

tion of our nation’s
health. We have achieved
much in this area but still
have more to accomplish.
The pediatric emergency
is one such area. The
Conference will help
young doctors to handle
Pediatric emergency
more effectively, he said.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director, said
that Pediatric Emergency
could save many more
lives with timely interven-
tion. ‘There is a need to
develop it as a super spe-
cialty branch. Conference

and Workshop will un-
doubtedly be helpful to
young professionals to
learn from the Stalwarts,
he said.

Prof. Anil Kumar Goel
presented the annual re-
port of the IAP-PEM
chapter and hoped that
the topics discussed at the
Conference would lead to
further research in
Pediatric Emergency.
Chairperson Dr. Suresh
Gupta and Dr. Sunit
Singhi discussed the IAP’s
various initiatives to
strengthen Pediatric

Emergency in the country.
Organizing Secretary Dr.
Tushar B Jagzape and Dr.
Santosh Rathia informed
that a pre-conference
workshop was also organ-
ized on Friday. The
Workshop witnessed 100
delegates from different
parts of the country. The
Conference discussed the
point of care in
Ultrasound, triage, and
Pediatric Trauma and Life
Support.

Prof. Abhijeet Saha dis-
cussed various aspects of
acute kidney injury in pe-
diatric patients and vari-
ous reasons for AKI in low,
middle and high-income
countries and elaborated
on multiple clinical meth-
ods during treatment. The
three days conference will
cover emerging issues, in-
cluding Pediatric Trauma
Life Support and Scope of
Pediatric Emergency
Medicine in India. A sou-
venir was also released
during the Conference.

Online application process begins
for admission in Physiotherapy

graduate course

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05:
Applications can be sub-
mitted till November 9 for
admission in graduate
physiotherapy course
being run in government
and private physiothera-
py colleges of the state in
the year 2022. All partici-
pants of NEED are eligi-
ble to appear in the
process of admission in
graduate physiotherapy
course. No minimum
qualifying marks has
been set for this course.
The online application fee
is fixed at Rs 1000 for unre-
served category and other
category, Rs 500 for sched-
uled tribe and scheduled
caste category and Rs
10,000 for non-resident
Indians.

Director Medical

Education said that appli-
cants who have earlier ap-
plied online in MBBS or
BDS in the admission
year 2022, will not be re-
quired to pay online appli-
cation fee again. The
process of online applica-
tion has started from 04
November at 5 PM, which
will continue till 09
November at 3 PM. In case
of error in the online ap-
plication, the facility of
reset application will be
available to the candi-
dates only once.

On selection of the
reset application by the
candidates, the old online
application form will be
canceled and the appli-
cants will be able to fill
the new online applica-
tion. The reset application
fee of Rs 1000 has to be de-
posited online. The rules
for the admission process
can be seen in
Chhattisgarh Medical,
Dental and Physiotherapy
Physiotherapy Graduate
Admission Rules 2018.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: In com-
pliance to the announce-
ment of Chief Minister
Mr Bhupesh Baghel, the
mega drive of paddy
procurement has been
started in Chhattisgarh.
In the last four days of
this drive, around 69
thousand 783 metric
tons of paddy has been

procured from farmers
at support price. On
November 4, nearly 23
thousand 089 metric
tons of paddy was pro-
cured from the farmers,
and an amount of Rs
283.07 crore was released
to the farmers through
Bank linking arrange-
ment, as payment for the
paddy procured.

Officers of the Food
Department informed
that on November 4, 8671
tokens have been issued
to the registered farm-
ers. This includes the
606 tokens released

through ‘Tunhar Hath’
app. On November 5,
12,577 tokens were re-
leased in the state for
procurement of paddy,
including the 1428 to-
kens released through
‘Tunhan Hath’ app. The
process of paddy.
Officers concerned are
continuously monitor-
ing the process of paddy
procurement to ensure
maximum convenience
for the farmers.

Food Secretary Mr.
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that this year,
procurement of nearly

110 lakh metric tons of
paddy has been estimat-
ed.

As many as 25.92 lakh
farmers have registered
for selling paddy, and
1.86 lakh of these are
new farmers. 2497 pro-
curement centers have
been set up in the state
for procurement of
paddy at support price.
This year, the support
price of paddy has been
fixed at Rs 2040 per quin-
tal and the support price
of Grade A paddy  has
been fixed at Rs 2060 per
quintal.

BJP chalks out strategy for
November 11 agitation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: A large
number of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) work-
ers from Raipur District
would be participating in
the proposed “Hunkar
Rally” of Mahila Morcha
against the ruling
Congress government in
Bilaspur on November 11.

Raipur West Legislative
Assembly segment work-
ers on Saturday chalked
out strategy for the
November 11 agitation.
Raipur BJP Mahila
Morcha President Seema
Sahu informed that the list
of the party workers, who

would be participating in
the agitation, has been
submitted to the
Organization to make es-
sential arrangements.
Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) Leader

of Opposition Meenal
Choubey claimed that the
women are agitated
against the Congress gov-
ernment due to increase in
crime and sale of illegal
liquor. She further stated

that women are also agitat-
ed as no steps have been
taken by the Congress gov-
ernment to deliver the
promise on liquor prohibi-
tion across Chhattisgarh.

Addressing the meeting
here, the BJP
Spokesperson and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
said that more than 1 lakh
BJP workers would strong-
ly register protest against
the Congress government
through “Hunkar Rally” in
Bilaspur on November 11.

BJP Raipur Unit
President Jayanti Patel
and other office-bearers
were also present during
the meeting here.

Vigilance awareness week concludes at NIT Raipur
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: NIT
Raipur’s vigilance
awareness week con-
cluded on 5th November
2022 with a prize distri-
bution ceremony for the
events conducted
throughout the week.
The Chief Guest for the
event was Dr. PY
Dhekne, Dean (Student
Welfare), who elaborat-
ed on fight against cor-
ruption making people
aware about the same.
Dr. S. Sthapak, Chief
Vigilance Officer, NIT
Raipur gave her opinion
on the importance of
vigilance awareness
week.

Abhinay - The
Dramatics Club present-
ed a Nukkad natak for
raising consciousness
on Vigilance Awareness
Week, on 4th November

2022. The theme of the
nukkad was  “Baat
Pyaar Se Bhi to Ki Jaa
Sakti Hai”. The street
play wonderfully por-
trayed the significance
of a vigilant mind while
depicting various social
circumstances, enlight-

ening the attendees. Dr.
Govardhan Bhatt, ad-
dressed everyone in at-
tendance, and urged
them to be vigilant
against corruption for
the betterment of the
nation. The team of
Abhinay also performed

the street play in the
Nukkad Natak competi-
tion - Awaaz at the
Technovate fest at IIIT
Naya Raipur on 5th
November 2022, for
which they won the 2nd
runner ups position.

For the Essay Writing

Competition held on 1st
November, Dr. Ayush
Khare, Department of
Physics, Sachin
Kotwani and Deepak
Sagar, Information
Technology won the 1st
2nd and 3rd prize in the
Faculty category where-
as Prashant Shukla,
Aditya Tiwari and
Devendra Kumar Singh
won the 1st 2nd and 3rd
prizes in the student cat-
egory. For the debate
competition held on 2nd
November, the 1st 2nd
and 3rd prizes were
earned by Vanshika
Gupta, Lakhan Sharma
and Bhumika
Dewangan respectively.
The poster design com-
petition held on 3rd
November was won by
Isha Khobragade,
Azhaan Mahmood Baig
and Ritwik Halder as
1st, 2nd and 3rd winners.

RDA admn removes encroachment
from Adarsh Bazar complex

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) administration on
Saturday removed en-
croachment from 25 shops
in the Adarsh Bazar
Scheme with the help of
administration.

According to the infor-
mation received, these 25
shops were creating hur-
dles to the renovation and
strengthening of the exist-
ing infrastructure of the
Complex.

Officials said that apart
from repairing, the neno-
vation of first floor and D
Block would be carried out
after clearing the en-
croachment.

RDA administration has
prepared the drawing and
design of the Building
from National Institute of

Technology on the direc-
tives of RDA Chairman
Subhash Dhuppad.

Officials informed that
the shop keepers had con-
structed additional shed
before their shops. With no
response from them after
serving notices, the RDA

officials reached the spot
with Administrative team
to remove the encroach-
ment. Superintendent
Engineer Anil Gupta,
Executive Engineer RK
Jain and other officials
were present during the
eviction drive.

BJP alleges political patronage in acquisition
of Chandulal Medical College

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 05:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday ques-
tioned the Acquisition
process of Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical
College of Durg by the
Congress government by
claiming that the amount
of Rs 278 crore has been
given to the outgoing
Directors for the pur-
chase against the actual
valuation amount of Rs
139 crore.

Addressing a press
conference at party office
situated at Ekatma
Parishar, the BJP
Spokesperson Devlal
Thakur said that the
state government has
failed to re-start the

Medical College this year
again as Medical Council
of India (MCI) has not
given fresh recognition
to College for admission
to the students. He held
the lacunae on part of
the state government to
get MCI inspection for

recognition for admis-
sions which resulted in
Zero Year once again.
Thakur alleged that
College has been ac-
quired to give undue ben-
efits to the Directors of
College under political
patronage. He also smells

corruption in the entire
process of acquisition of
College.

BJP Media in-charge
Amit Chimnani and
other members of media
panel were also present
during the press confer-
ence.

Bypoll for Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat to be held on Dec 5

Raipur, Nov 05: The by-
poll to the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in
Chhattisgarh, which fell
vacant last month follow-
ing the death of Congress
MLA and Deputy
Assembly Speaker Manoj
Singh Mandavi, will be
held on December 5, poll
authorities said on
Saturday.

Mandavi (58), who rep-
resented Maoist-hit
Bhanupratappur in
Kanker district for three
terms, died on October 16
following a heart attack.

With the announce-
ment of the bypoll, the
Model Code of Conduct
has come into force with
immediate effect in

B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly segment, which
is reserved for the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) cate-
gory, State Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Reena
Babasaheb Kangale told
reporters.

“The gazette notifica-
tion for the bypoll will be
issued on November 10.
Filing of nominations

will begin on the same
day. The last date of filing
nominations is November
17, while the scrutiny of
nomination forms will be
held the next day.
Candidates can withdraw
their names from the fray
till November 21,” she
said.

Polling will be held on
December 5, while count-
ing of votes will take
place on December 8, she
added. “There are 1,95,678
voters, comprising 95,186
males, 1,00,491 females
and one third gender per-
son. There will be 356
polling stations in the con-
stituency, of which 239 are
in rural areas and the re-
maining 17 are urban
ones. All COVID-19 pre-

vention protocols will be
followed during the by-
poll,” Kangale added.

In the 2018 Assembly
poll, the Congress had
registered a landslide vic-
tory winning 68 seats in
the 90-member House,
while subsequent bypolls
took the tally to 71.

Meanwhile, the opposi-
tion BJP’s spokesperson
Kedar Gupta said people
will give a befitting reply
to the Congress govern-
ment for not being able to
protect tribal quota,
which reduced from 32
per cent to 20 percent fol-
lowing a High Court
order, and due to the dete-
riorating law and order
situation. He said the BJP
will win the bypoll.

Nearly 69,783 metric tons of paddy procured
in the state in a short span of four days

As many as 25,493
farmers have sold
paddy so far

Submission of
applications till 3
pm on November 9

Dr. Suresh Gupta, Chairperson, IAP-PEM addressing national Conference in AIIMS-R.

First Conference of
IAP-PEM inaugurated
in AIIMS-R

More than 200 
delegates participate

Chhattisgarh sees 19

COVID-19 cases, no death;

active tally now 146

Raipur, Nov 05:
Chhattisgarh on Friday
reported 19 COVID-19
cases at a positivity rate
of 0.63 per cent, taking
the tally to 11,77,607,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,143, an official said.
The recovery count in-
creased by 29 during the
day and reached
11,63,318, leaving the
state with 146 active
cases, he said. “Durg led
with four cases. No coro-
navirus case was report-
ed in 18 districts. With
3,007 samples examined
during the day, the tally
of COVID-19 tests car-
ried out so far in the
state went up to
1,87,50,340,” he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,607, new cases 19,
death toll 14,143, recov-
ered 11,63,318, active
cases 146, today tests
3,007, total tests
1,87,50,340.

Kabaddi competition organized
by District Administration and

Police Department
Gariaband, Nov 05: District
Collector Prabhat Malik and
Superintendent of Police Amit
Tukaram Kamble distributed
prizes to the players of the win-
ning team in Kabaddi competi-
tion, collectively organized by
District Administration and
Police Department Gariaband
at Tehsil Headquarter Mainpur
Nagar.18 Kabaddi teams from
all over Mainpur Development
Block area participated in two
Kabaddi codes and a large
number of youth, elderly and
rural women from rural areas
including the city had also
come to see the competition,
amidst great enthusiasm.
President of District Congress
Committee Gariaband
Bhavsinh Sahu, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Chandresh Thakur, SDOP
Police Mainpur Anuj Kumar

Gupta, Chief of District
Panchayat Mainpur Executive
Officer Ashish Anupam Toppo,
Forest Department SDO
Rajendra Sori and other digni-
taries were present.Best raider
award was given to Diggu of
Khamharipara, best defender
award to Laxman Yadav
Khamharipara and best all-
rounder Nikesh Dewan
Mainpur were also given tro-
phy and cash prizesby the
Collector and SP.On this occa-
sion, prominently senior citi-
zens Komal Singh Thakur,
Youth Congress President
Shahid Memon, Rudeshwar
Sahu, Sanjay Gupta, Tikam
Patel, Mukesh Thakur, employ-
ees of various departments in-
cluding sarpanch of village
panchayats, public representa-
tives and local staff of police
department were present.

DC inspects under construction roads

Koriya, Nov 05: According
to the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the work of maintenance of
roads is being done expedi-
tiously in the district. The
roads are being upgraded
with the intention of pro-
viding better transporta-
tion facilities to the people
and in this sequence,
District Collector Vinay

Kumar Langeh here in-
spected 19 km upgradation
and renovation work of
Kendai-Chotia-Bardar-
Kharagwan-Baikunthpur-
Sonhat-Ramgarh road in
Ramgarh area of ??Sonhat
by the Public Works
Department. The Collector
took detailed information
about the progress of the
construction work from

the officials present and
while directing the offi-
cers, he said that the main-
tenance works of the roads
should be completed in a
quality manner within the
time limit, otherwise strict
action would be ensured.
The Collector also, while
closely inspecting the
maintenance work, fur-
ther inspected the 7 km
under construction road
including the bridge-cul-
vert at Vikrampur-Karri-
Podi in Karri village.
During the inspection, the
Collector talked to the vil-
lagers present and took
feedback on the road con-
struction work, for which
the villagers expressed
happiness and told that
there was a great need of
road her and commuting
will be very convenient for
the coming paddy procure-
ment season.

‘Goods made by women’s groups attract massive crowd’

Raipur, Nov 05: The
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has put up stalls of
the exhibition and sales
center at the Rajyotsava
that was commenced on
November 1 in Science
College ground of Raipur.
These sales centers have
attracted massive crowd
to purchase goods manu-
factured by women’s
groups. The goods made
by SHGs include mobile
pockets, bags made from
banana fiber, cookies,
earthen lamps, decora-
tion items, candles, floor
cleaners, handwash, and

soaps. Artists from all
over the country and
abroad, who have partici-
pated in the National
Tribal Dance Festival,
have also visited the
stalls and understood the
rural development plans
in the state. The artists of
Mozambique visited the
stall of the Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department on
November 3 and took in-

formation about various
schemes run by the de-
partment.

The exhibition of the
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department at Rajyotsav
introduced the depart-
mental schemes through
attractive models based
on activities of Narva
Treatment, Swachh
Bharat Mission, and
Mahatma Gandhi Rural

Industrial Park. The ex-
hibition also depicted
about the road construc-
tion in the state under
Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana. This exhi-
bition also displayed the
achievements made by
MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme) in the state.

Massive crowds of youth turn out in Transport Department’s stall

Raipur, Nov 04: The
youth of the state are
showing great enthusi-

asm to avail the advan-
tage of the on-spot facili-
ty provided in the
Transport Department’s
stall during the
Rajyotsava organised at
Science College Ground
in the capital Raipur. On-
the-spot learning licenses
were provided to 500
youths in just three days
from 1 to 3 November.
These include 103
Licensed   on November
1, 178 on November 2 and
219 on November 3 and
this process of facilitat-
ing the grant of learning
license in the stall will
continue till November 6.

According to the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, trans-
port related services in
Chhattisgarh are being
made easier and conven-
ient for the citizens day

by day by the Department
under the guidance of
Transport Minister Mr.
In this regard, an impor-

tant facility “Tuhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar” is
being operated efficiently
by the Transport

Department. Under this,
so far, about 14 lakh
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and

driving licenses have
been delivered to people
sitting at home. These in-
clude 9 lakh 27 thousand
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and 4
lakh 56 thousand driving
licenses.

In order to make the
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more acces-
sible, a helpline number
75808-08030 has been is-
sued by the department,
which provides informa-
tion and this helpline is
operational from 10 am to
5.30 pm on all working
days. Applicants can also
get the desired informa-
tion by sending an e-mail
to the e-mail id cgpariva-
handispatch@gmail.com.
By calling on the above
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the infor-
mation related to the dis-

patch of their driving li-
cense and registration
certificate.

It is worth mentioning
that in order to make
transport related services
even more easy and in the
vicinity of people’s
homes , transport facility
centers are being opened
in Chhattisgarh at a
rapid pace. Under this,
235 transport facility cen-
ters have been estab-
lished in the state so far.
After this facility, people
will not need to make
rounds of unauthorized
agents for transport relat-
ed facilities, while trans-
port related facilities will
be available near the
homes of people.
According to the an-
nouncement made by the
Chief Minister, the estab-
lishment of 1000 trans-

port facility centers in
the state is likely to create
employment for about 5
thousand youth.

In the transport depart-
ment’s stall information
on High security registra-
tion plates, one-time set-
tlement scheme, facility
of panic button for safety
of women in passenger
vehicles, road safety quiz
related to traffic rules
and road safety and
Electric Vehicle Policy-
2022 etc was also given to
visitors. Moreover, under
the Electric Vehicle
Policy 2022, services such
as Road tax fee waiver,
DBT, facilities of subsidy,
exemption from permit
and exemption from con-
ventional fuel and 10 per-
cent subsidy (maximum
up to 1.50 lakh) are also
available.

‘Strict action to be taken against 
middlemen in paddy procurement’ 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 05:
District Collector Rahul
Deo here reviewed the
law and order situation
in the district in detail
by taking a joint meeting
of officers of Revenue
and Police Department.
In the meeting, he direct-
ed to strengthen the in-
formation system to
maintain law and order
in the district and for
this, he told the team of
officers of the district
administration and po-
lice administration to
work in coordination
with each other. Talking
about paddy procure-
ment, he said that it is a
high priority task of the
government and for this,

during the procurement
of paddy, instructions
were given to keep a
strict vigil on the coach-
es and middlemen and
take strict action against
those selling illegally
paddy. Similarly, he also
instructed the patrolling
team to visit the paddy
procurement centers
continuously and said
that the amount of farm-
ers selling paddy on sup-

port price is getting de-
posited in their bank ac-
counts. He directed to
eliminate the cases reg-
istered in the police sta-
tion, and to take action
against those who are
gambeling and against
illegal liquor sellers. On
this occasion SDM, DSP,
Tehsildar, Naib
Tehsildar and SHO of all
the sub-divisions were
present.
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There is a lot of enthu-
siasm and satisfaction
among the people due
to the availability of 
on-spot facilities

500 youth got learning
license 

General public can avail
the services of Tunhar
sarkar, Tunhar dwaar’
by calling on the
helpline number 75808-
08030

Electric Vehicle Policy
2022: Waiver of road
tax fee and exemption
from permit etc

Panchayat and Rural
Development
Department put up
stalls of exhibition and
sales center at
Rajyotsava

Artists of Mozambique
also understood the
plans of rural develop-
ment
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Raipur, Nov 05:
National Institute of
Technology Raipur’s
Click Club - The
Photography Club had
organised an exclusive
photography exhibition
called “Aura” from 2nd
November to 4th
November 2022.

The exhibition com-
menced with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony fol-

lowed by lamp lighting.
Dr. P. Y. Dhekne, Dean
(Faculty Welfare), Dr.
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(Research &
Consultancy), and Dr. S.
Sanyal, Faculty In-
Charge, Click Club were
the distinguished guests
who inaugurated the
event.

The exhibition was
successfully organised
under the guidance of Dr.
S. Sanyal. Various capti-

vating photographic gen-
res were put on display
that not only provided a
glimpse into the genre
but also conveyed the
sense of the occasion on
which the shot was
taken. Different images
were showcased on dif-
ferent days. The viewers
carefully examined the
images taken by Click
Club members and high-
ly praised them for their
mesmerising clicks.

Apart from the exhibi-
tion, the official website
of Click Club was also
launched by the es-
teemed guests.

Furthermore, a feed-
back section was con-
ducted wherein the visi-
tors could comment on
the photographs. The
event concluded with full
enthusiasm and captivat-
ing experiences plaster-
ing the memories of all
the visitors.

Photography Exhibition at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Nov 06:Indian
Institute of Management
Raipur, launched its flag-
ship Industry Interaction
event, “Leadership
Summit 2022” on 5th
November 2021 with great
enthusiasm. The theme of
the summit is ‘India’s New
Stride : Building For The
Future’. The summit aims
to provide a unique plat-
form for industry experts
and students to interact
and discuss key ideas
which would help the up-
coming management pro-
fessionals in tackling fu-
ture challenges in a profi-
cient manner. The inaugu-
ral ceremony was graced
by Chief Guest Sandeep
Upadhyay, Managing
Director & Chief
Executive Officer,
Centrum Capital; Prof.
Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur and
Prof. Parikshit Charan,
Chairperson, Corporate
Relations, IIM Raipur.
Prof. Parikshit Charan

welcomed the Chief Guest
and introduced other
panel members. He shared
his views on leadership.
He stated that leadership
is a perilous expense
worth the cost. It is worth
the risk because the goal
extends beyond what one
can imagine. Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani highlight-
ed the importance of cog-
nitive skills, conative
skills, and emotive skills
that makes a leader stand
out from the crowd.

Sharing some impor-
tant statistical figures re-
lated to the Indian econo-
my Chief Guest, Sandeep
Upadhyay in his keynote
address predicted India
being the 3rd largest econ-
omy in the next 3-4 years.
According to him
Government policies have
been aiding this growth,
starting with GST and
more overarching
changes on the policy
front. In the last 5 years,
India emerged as the

ground for start-ups to
grow and have developed
more unicorns than any
country in such a short
span of time. The Guest of
Honor, Rakesh Sinha,
Senior Executive Vice
President - National Head
- Acquisition & ROCE at
Kotak Mahindra Bank, en-
couraged students to fig-
ure out their own unique-
ness, develop awareness,
remain focused, and build
wealth. Prof. Kamal K
Jain, Dean - Academics,
IIM Raipur concluded the
inauguration ceremony
with a vote of thanks.

The inauguration cere-
mony was followed by
panel discussions. The
first-panel discussion saw
insights on the topic
‘Building Agility for
Volatile Business
Scenarios’, which was
moderated by Prof. Pankaj
Singh, Associate
Professor, HRM &
Organizational Behaviour,
IIM Raipur. He gave a brief

introduction to this inter-
esting topic and initiated
the discussion.

Sandeep Upadhyay, MD
& CEO, Centrum India
stated that the underlying
need should be defined to
have flexibility around the
organization’s business
model.

The second panel’s dis-
cussion was on the topic
‘Building Leadership
Talent from Grass Roots’,
moderated by Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar,Professor
- Marketing, IIM Raipur.
The last panel of the day
was on the topic “Driving
Business Value through
T e c h n o l o g i c a l
Innovation” moderated by
Prof. Sumeet Gupta, Dean
– External & ERP, IIM
Raipur. The event came to
a close with the students
of the PGP batch thank-
ing the third panel and
other speakers, thereby
concluding the first day of
the 6th Leadership
Summit.

IIM Raipur hosts the 6th Leadership Summit 2022
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Raipur, Nov 05:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has writ-
ten to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel seeking
details of the steps taken
by the state government to
restore the reservation
benefits of tribals as their
quota has reduced to 20
per cent from 32 per cent
following a recent High
Court order, an official
said on Friday.

The governor has asked
that immediate action be
taken to resolve the issue
by passing a bill after con-
vening a special session
of the Assembly or by
bringing an ordinance,
the Raj Bhawan official

said. The Chhattisgarh
High Court in September
set aside the state govern-
ment’s 2012 order to raise
the quota to 58 per cent in
government jobs and ad-
missions in educational
institutions, holding that
the quota limit breaching
the 50 per cent ceiling was
unconstitutional.

Following the HC’s de-
cision, reservation for
tribal communities de-
clined to 20 percent from
32 percent, leading to re-
cruitment for govern-
ment posts being put on
hold, the governor’s letter
said.

Various tribal outfits as
well as government em-
ployees’ associations have
been protesting over over

this issue, the letter said,
adding that dissatisfac-
tion among tribal com-
munities was leading to a
law and order situation.

“As Chhattisgarh is a
tribal-dominated state, it
is my responsibility as
Governor to protect their
interests and uphold the
basic spirit of the
Constitution,” the gover-
nor said in the letter.

“The governor has
asked the CM to provide
details of steps taken by
the state government to
restore the 32 percent
reservation benefit. She
has also sought the de-
tails of future course of
action to be taken by the
state government in this
regard,” the official said.

Guv writes to CM seeking
steps to restore tribal quota

benefits post HC order

Amla Navami celebrated
in traditional way 

KKhhaarroorraa,,  NNoovv  0055::  In village
Bhadaha, the festival of Amla
Navami was celebrated with
great pomp and traditional way
by the entire Chandrakar
Samaj .After worshiping collec-
tively by law, the people of the
whole society gathered at one
place and the unity in the soci-
ety was clearly visible along
with the religious atmosphere.
At present, Ghanshyam
Chandrakar has been appoint-
ed as the central representa-
tive in the society. On this
occasion Ghanshyam
Chandrakar Sukdev Sharma,
Secretary Anil Chandrakar,
Gulzari Chandrakar Bisoha
Chandrakar, who is a member
of the society, Roshan
Chandrakar, Kamlesh
Chandrakar, Vishnu
Chandrakar, Tenu Chandrakar,
and other villagers were pres-
ent.
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Sukma, Nov 05: State
Foundation Day was cel-
ebrated here in the dis-
trict marking colorful
events and congratulat-
ing the people of the dis-
trict Rekhchand Jain,
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary, Government
of Chhattisgarh, and
Chief Guest of the
Rajyotsav program, said
that continuous develop-
ment in vulnerable
areas, expansion of ad-
ministrative facilities,
access to basic resources
to the last mile and the
efforts of the govern-
ment to ensure self-re-
liance of the villagers
have been successful in
the last three-four years.

The intention of the
government has always
been the protection, pro-

motion and development
of tribal people and their
culture and tradition, for
which policies are being

made in the interest of
tribals continuously,
along with Garhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh, work is

being done to fulfill the
resolution of Garhbo
Nava Bastar and Garhbo
Nava Sukma, he said.
He said that today 65
types of minor forest
produce are being pro-
cured in the state on sup-
port price; Tendu leaves
collectors are being
given a remuneration of
Rs.4000 per standard
sack and the govern-
ment is working res-
olutely to meet the de-
mand of the people re-
siding in the vulnerable
area like Sukma, as a re-
sult of which today the
forest dwellers are get-
ting the benefit of better
education, better health,
better roads, right price
of forest produce, basic
facilities.

Kharora, Nov 05: ON oc-
casion of the 22nd an-
niversary of the State's
Foundation Day, the party
workers of BJP Kharora
Mandal observed the foun-
dation day here on Friday.
At the ward No. 14 of city's
Shikshak Colony,
Chhattisgarh State
Foundation day was ob-
served by the intelli-
gentsia and public repre-
sentatives.

On this occasion peo-
plpe garlanded the photo
of 'Chhattisgarh Mahatari'
and Bharat Mata and for-
mer PM Late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. On this occasion
Nagar Panchayat
President Anil Soni, sen-
ior social worker Sitaram
Yadav, BJP Mandal
President NK Thakur gave
information about the de-
velopment works right
after the formation of
state.

During this retired
teacher Mahesh Verma,
Ram Singh Gilhare,
Chandrakumar Dadsena,
Vikas Thakur in their ad-
dress remembered the
founder of Chhattisgarh
former PM late Shri Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Sweets
were also distributed
among the people to celer-
bate the occasion. During
this Nagar Panchayat
President Anil Soni, sen-
ior social worker Sitaram
Yadav, BJP Mandal
President NK Thakur,
Roshan Chandrakar,
Sanjeev Dewangan,
Chandrakumar Dadsena,
retired teacher AK
Dewangan, Mahesh
Verma, Ramsingh
Gilhare, Vikas Thakur,
Sunil Nayak, Bisoha Ram
Dewangan, corporator
Rashmi Verma, Panchram
Yada, Deepak Dhankar,
and others were present.
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Sukma, Nov 05: The
roads not only link the
habitats, but also pave way
for development works in
the region. So as per in-
structions by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the work that of construc-

tion and repair of culverts,
roads, and bridges is being
done on priority basis.

In this context, Collector
Harris S. took stock of
progress in the road repair
works in rural areas of
Chindgarh and Sukma
block here on Friday.
During this PMGSY EE

Anil Rathore and SDO and
Sub-Engineer were pres-
ent. Collector took stock of
road repair work from
Neelawaram to
Phulbagdai, Nayanar to
Erpa, Gadiras to Tongras,
Badegurve to Kukanar,
Maharapara to Surbhiras
and checked the road from

Pakela to Aandumpal and
newly constructed belly-
bridge on river Dumam.
During this he issued in-
structions to the officers to
ensure quality construc-
tion work. In addition to
this on completion of
Nayanar-Erpa road in 2021,
a total of 32 km distance
will be saved for going to
Gadiras via Kukanar to
Sukma. With this move-
ment of villagers and
heavy vehicles has in-
creased from Nayanar to
Erpa. So seeing the need for
road repair work, Collector
Harris S. directed the offi-
cers to carry it out speedily.

Apart from this due to
heavy rains and flood situa-
tion in the region, he also
conducted inspection of
damaged culverts and
bridge at Pendalnar culvert
on Gadiras- Kukanar road
and on Leda to Chidpal
route.

ECoR felicitates 60 students
from various schools

Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Nov 05:
Students from various
Schools of Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack have been felic-
itated by East Coast
Railway, today; in an Award
giving function, held at it's
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,
Bhubaneswar. Certificates
and Prizes have been given
to the students for their out-
standing performance in
On-The-Spot Essay, Debate
& Painting Competitions to
mark Vigilance Awareness
Week-2022.

To mark Vigilance
Awareness Week-2022, East
Coast Railway organized
these competitions to
aware the general public,
especially Railway employ-
ees and Rail Users and also
to bring out transparency
which would ultimately
help in serving in a fair and

effective manner.
Gracing the occasion,

ECoR Principal Chief
Mechanical Engineer and
In Charge of Addl General
Manager, R. Raja Gopal dis-
tributed prizes to the
school students for their
outstanding performance
in different competitions to
mark Vigilance Awareness
Week. Altogether 60 stu-
dents from different

Schools and wards of
Railway Employees were
received prizes. A Street
Play (Nukkad Natak) was
also performed by the
Railway employees of
Waltair Division on
Corruption and their effect
in day to day life, to mark
the occasion.

Vigilance Bulletin has
also been released by Addl
General Manager (I/C) to
mark this occasion.
Principal Heads of
Departments of ECoR,
Senior Officials, Railway
Employees, School
Children and their parents
& Teachers were attended
the Award giving ceremo-
ny. Sanjay Kumar
Mohapatra, Chief
Vigilance Officer and
Senior Dy. General
Manager of East Coast
Railway coordinated the
function.

8 domestic power consumers clear
outstanding amount of Rs 2.22 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Nov 05: The
electricity department of
Pendra city has started
campaign against default-
ers of electricity bills with
the consumers and it was
as per instructions by ED
Bilaspur Sanjay Patel and
PK Komejwar (SE-
Bilaspur), EE UK Sonwani
snapped off mass power
connections in different
parts of the city on Friday.

In this disconnection
drive, Anubha Lakda JE-
Pendra, Bhuneshwar Sahu-
JE Pendra Road, Meena
Kanwar JE Kotamikala,
Faizan Khan (JE) Trainee
Marwahi and linemen
were present. In the action

taken the power consumers
from Purani Basti area,
Marwahi road, and Bus
Stand area were not paying
the electricity bill even
after frequent notices and
contact and in this power
connections of 15 default-
ers was snapped off and in

this action 8 of the con-
sumers paid their electrici-
ty bills totalling Rs 2,22,140.
EE UK Sonwani from
Pendra Road informed that
with domestic power con-
sumers not regularly pay-
ing their electricity bills,
they were unable to avail

benefit of half-bijili bill
scheme of the state govern-
ment. On this occasion all
the defaulters electricity
bills consumers were given
information about the
scheme and said that their
electricity bills will be re-
duced to half for reading
upto 400 units per month.
He informed that this work
of mass disconnection of
power lines would continue
in the near future till the en-
tire outstanding amount of
electricity bills of default-
ers is recovered.

On the other hand, he in-
formed that those getting
power connections done
even after disconnection
through private electrician
will face action under
Section 135 and 138 of
Electricity Act. A total of 22
cases have been booked in
the special court in Pendra
Road and Bilaspur and this
action has left the power
consumers with outstand-
ing amount in fear, specially
in view of festive season.

Plants grow on walls of
Inter-State Bus Stand building 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Nov   05: There
are thousands of passers-
passes by every day, and
on the other hand the offi-
cers sitting in the air-con-
ditioner room of the of-
fice do not even reach to
see around. All the limits
of neglect and careless-
ness are being seen in the
exceeding urban area.

The departmental offi-

cers engaged in tendering
and commissioning of
construction works worth
crores are shunning pub-
lic welfare works. Plants
have grown on the walls
of the Inter-State Bus
stand for months, which
are now grown and be-
comes into trees, but the
municipality is helpless
and careless.

At the same time, hun-
dreds and thousands of

passers-by who come
here daily are getting in-
convenienced due to the
stench of mutton-chicken
market near the bus
stand.

Garbage, dirt, defeca-
tion and stench are
spread around the bus
stand, which has not been
cleaned. In such a situa-
tion, the residents of the
nearby wards are also fac-
ing problems.
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Defecation, dirt and stench spread around the bus stand

What official says…
Municipal officer B L

Nureti said that the work of
the night shelter has been
given to the contractor
only. The maintenance
work of the night shelter
for three years is of the
contractor. But what if the
shopkeepers throw the
garbage there every day
what can be done? 

p When electricity
deptt started 
disconnection drive

p Action taken on total
15 power consumers

Ensure quality repair work of roads: Collector
Roads are equally important for villagers

‘Children informed about
corruption-free India’

KKhhaarroorraa,,  NNoovv  0055::  Under the
Vigilance Awareness week
(VAW) in 38th Battalion of
ITBF in Kharora, a vigilance
awareness week was observed
in Bharat Dewagan Govt HS
School last on Nov 3. Under
this the Dy. Commandant/GD
38th Battalion ITBF Sanjeev
Ratan delivered lecture to chil-
dren on 'corruption-free' India
and 'developed-India' and said
that the future of the country
now rests on their foundation
and added that irrespective of
the service, business or work
they will do in the near future,
please adhere to truth, hon-
esty and work with dedication
and commitment. The pro-
gramme was conducted and
compered by Harish
Dewangan Vice Principal,
Shahina Parveen, Lecturer. On
this occasion Inspector /GD
38th Battalion Premshankar
Kashyap and other office bear-
ers were present.

BJP Kharora mandal
observe state’s 
foundation day

Rajyotsava celebrated with colourful events
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‘Need to blend ancient knowledge
with modern science’

Dehradun, Nov 05 (PTI) 

Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh on
Saturday stressed on the
modernisation of indige-
nous texts of ancient knowl-
edge as India seeks to assert
its scientific prowess in the
world. Inaugurating the na-
tional conference on ‘Akash
Tattva Akash for Life’ here,
Singh said India’s indige-
nous knowledge and ancient
texts were ignored as stu-
dents of science pursued
their studies based on texts
written by authors of other
countries. “There is a scien-
tific basis to this linking of
ancient knowledge with
modern science. What India
has, others are not aware of

it. We are also not aware of
what we have because we
have been reading their lit-
erature,” Singh said at the
conference where former
RSS general secretary
Suresh ‘Bhaiyyaji’ Joshi,
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, sec-
retaries of science depart-
ments of the central govern-
ment were also present.

“Our textbooks were written
by authors of other coun-
tries. We did not have the
kind of resources and hence
could not appreciate our
own knowledge,” he said,
adding that the conference
could be a step in that direc-
tion. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been en-
couraging all streams of sci-
ences since he came to
power, Singh said.

Singh said the idea of a se-
ries of conferences blending
the ancient knowledge of
‘pancha maha bhoota’ or five
basic elements of life with
modern science was first
mooted by Joshi and it was a
challenge to ensure that the
message did not slip into the
realm of superstition.

Child-friendly libraries to
develop reading habit

Ranchi, Nov 05 (PTI) 

Students of government
primary schools in
Jharkhand will soon have
access to child-friendly li-
braries where they will get
books of their interest,
which would help develop
their reading habits and
enhance learning capacity,
officials said.

The Jharkhand
Education Project Council
(JEPC) has already piloted
50 such well-decorated li-
braries with low-height
chairs and tables in the
state in association with a
non-profit organisation
working for children’s lit-
eracy and girls’ education.

Reading and learning
ability among primary
students have been a con-
cern for the state educa-
tion department.

An analysis of the
Annual Status of
Education Report suggests

that reading ability among
students declined between
2008 and 2018. Notably, a
mere 29.4 per cent of chil-
dren in government
schools in Class 5 in
Jharkhand were able to
read a Class-2 level text-
book in 2018, while the
count was 51.9 per cent in
2008, according to an
ASER report. The ASER is
a citizen-led household
survey that aims at under-
standing whether children
in rural India are enrolled
in schools and whether
they are learning.

“We have tied up with
Room to Read’ for the li-
brary project. The organi-
sation is setting up li-
braries and providing
study materials at no cost
to the government. If the
project is successful, it will
be extended on a large
scale through a proper
scheme,” JEPC director
Kiran Kumari Pasi told
PTI. The objective of such
libraries is to develop a
habit of reading out of syl-
labi and inculcate reading
skills among students of
Classes 1 to 5, she said.

‘Inter-state water disputes favour none’
New Delhi, Nov 05 (PTI) 

The time has come to
take proactive steps to re-
solve all inter-state water
disputes as these favour
none and are against the
interest of the country and
people at large, Vice
President Jagdeep
Dhankhar said on
Saturday.

He also reminded people
that natural resources
such as water and fuel
should not be wasted as the
country can ill afford to do
so.

Addressing the valedic-
tory function of the 7th
India Water Week in
Greater Noida, Dhankhar
stressed the need to rejuve-
nate water bodies.

“In the true spirit of fed-
eralism, the time has come
now that we take proactive
initiatives to resolve inter-
state water disputes,” he
said underling that these

disputes are “in favour of
none” and go against the
interest of the country and
people at large.

The water disputes be-
tween states in the country
are settled under the provi-
sions of the Interstate
River Water Disputes Act,
1956, under which the
Centre sets up a tribunal
which hears the various
sides before adjudicating
the matter.

He said a country’s eco-
nomic strength cannot be

correlated to the consump-
tion of natural resources
such as water, petrol and
gas.

“We cannot exploit these
resources on the plank that
we can afford it,” he said
reminding the audience of
the Directive Principles of
State Policy which state
that there should an equi-
table distribution of natu-
ral resources.

He said we cannot be
“reckless” in rampant ex-
ploitation of resources.

Dhankhar said the reju-
venation of water bodies
will be “very impactful”.

With a view to conserv-
ing water for the future, the
prime minister launched
‘Mission Amrit Sarovar’ on
April 24 this year. The
Mission is aimed at devel-
oping and rejuvenating 75
water bodies in each dis-
trict of the country as a
part of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations.

RIO TO POLICE PERSONNEL

‘Be sensitive in dealing with public’
Chumoukedima(Nagala
nd), Nov 05 (PTI) :
Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio on Saturday
told the police personnel to
be sensitive while dealing
with the public and treat
everyone with dignity and
tolerance.

He said police should
have zero tolerance
against criminal activi-
ties.

Policing has become a
challenging responsibility
because with advance-
ment of modern technolo-
gy criminals are using so-
phisticated gadgets to
commit various kinds of
crime, Rio said after inau-

gurating the Sovima
Police Station at Sovima
village under the newly
created Chumoukedima
district. Police intelligence

is always there but com-
munity support and coop-
eration is a must to
achieve the very purpose
of setting up of police sta-
tion, he said.

Nagaland Deputy Chief
Minister Y Patton said the
role of the police is inte-
gral in the progress of any
society and a stable law
and order situation is the
most important aspect of
economic growth and so-
cial development of a
state. The primary duty
and responsibility of the
police is the maintenance
of law and order, Patton
said. Intelligence and in-
formation gathering

mechanisms need to be
strengthened to make it a
step ahead of the potential
offenders and that of any
possible law and order
problem, said the deputy
chief minister said.

The Sovima Police
Station will cover 14 vil-
lages. Commissioner of
Police, Dimapur, Rothihu
Tetseo said the Sovima po-
lice station will be manned
by 23 personnel including
a Sub Inspector and three
Assistant Sub-Inspectors.

DGP T John Longkumer
and Sovima Village
Council chairman
Sebastian Zumvu also at-
tended the function.

‘No curbs on woman’s right
to reproductive choice’

Kochi (Kerala), Nov 05 (PTI) 

There can be no restric-
tion on a woman’s right to
exercise her reproductive
choice to either procreate
or to abstain from procreat-
ing, Kerala High Court has
said while allowing a 23-
year-old student to med-
ically terminate her 26-
week pregnancy.

Justice V G Arun, in an
order on November 2, said
the medical board has
opined that the woman was
having acute stress reac-
tion and continuation of
the pregnancy may risk
her life.

The woman, an MBA
student, had conceived
from a consensual relation-

ship with her classmate.
According to her plea, she
became aware of her preg-
nancy only after an ultra-
sound scan was conducted
on the advice of the doctor
whom she had visited com-
plaining of irregular men-
strual periods and other
physical discomfort.

“There can be no restric-
tion on a woman’s right to
exercise her reproductive
choice to either procreate
or to abstain from procreat-
ing,” Justice Arun said in
his order.

Referring to previous
Supreme Court judge-
ments, the Kerala High
Court said a woman’s right
to make reproductive
choice comes under the di-

mension of her personal
liberty, under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

“A careful scrutiny of
the opinion shows that the
petitioner is having acute
stress reaction and contin-
uation of the pregnancy
may cause an exacerbation
of her medical distress
which may entail risk to
the petitioner’s life,” the
court noted.

The High Court permit-
ted the woman to get her
pregnancy terminated at
the government medical
college hospital or any
other hospital having facil-
ities mandated by the
Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act.

The woman had told the

court that she had been suf-
fering from polycystic
ovarian disease, a condi-
tion characterised by irreg-
ular menstrual periods and
hence, she had no clue of
her pregnancy till the scan
report was received on
October 25.

Adding to her woes, the
classmate, with whom she
was in a relationship, had
left the country for higher
studies and she moved the
High Court seeking per-
mission to medically ter-
minate the pregnancy as
continuing with the preg-
nancy would aggravate her
stress and mental agony
and would impact her edu-
cation and ability for a
livelihood.

TRADITIONAL DANCE

Students perform a traditional dance to pay tribute to Bharat Ratna awardee 

musician Bhupen Hazarika on his death anniversary, in Tezpur, Saturday.

BRIEF

Firing
 Banda: Two members

of a family were al-
legedly shot dead and
two others injured
when some people in-
discriminately fired
upon them in an ine-
briated state, police
here said on Saturday.
Chhotelal Yadav (55)
and his cousin Sharda
(45) died on the spot
while Karan (25) and
Awadhesh (22) were
injured after being in-
discriminately fired
upon on Friday night
at Berarav village in
Baberu police station
limits, Additional
Superintendent of
Police Laxmi Niwas
Mishra said.

Mishaps
 Bhopal: Six persons

were killed and three
others injured in two
separate road acci-
dents that occurred in
Niwari and Shajapur
districts in Madhya
Pradesh in the last 24
hours, police officials
said on Saturday.

Shop fire
 Mumbai: At least 10

shops located on the
Fashion Street, a road-
side apparel market in
south Mumbai, were
gutted in a fire on
Saturday afternoon,
but nobody was in-
jured in the incident, a
civic official said. The
fire broke out in one of
the shops on the
Fashion Street near
Churchgate around 1
pm, and soon spread to
some of its adjoining
stores, he said.

Rescued 
 Nagaon: Two minor

brothers, who were al-
legedly kidnapped
from their house in
Assam’s Nagaon dis-
trict, were rescued
from the neighbouring
Karbi Anglong district
on Saturday, police
said. The father of the
missing boys had reg-
istered a complaint at
the Batadrava police
station in Nagaon on
Friday, they said.

Protest
 Ranchi: Differences

within the ruling UPA
in Jharkhand came to
the fore on Saturday
when its partners JMM
and Congress took to
the streets here against
the ED’s summons to
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren but RJD stayed
away. RJD, which has
only one member in the
state Assembly, said it
had not received any of-
ficial communication
on the protest.

Watery grave
 Hyderabad: Five stu-

dents of a Madrassa
here and their teacher
drowned in a lake
under Jawaharnagar
police station limits
on Saturday.
According to police,
the students entered
the lake to swim and
could not come out.
The teacher tried to
save the drowning
children also met with
the tragic end.

Members of All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU)
pay floral tribute to
Bharat Ratna awardee
musician Bhupen
Hazarika on his death an-
niversary, in Guwahati,
Saturday. 

Neiphiu Rio

Jagdeep Dhankhar

Among primary 
students in J’khand

A teacher conducts a class at a government primary school.

Jitendra Singh 



A CHILD WAVES A VATICAN FLAG

A child waves a Vatican flag as people wait for the arrival of Pope Francis arrives to celebrate mass at the Bahrain
National Stadium in Riffa, Bahrain, Saturday, Nov. 5. Pope Francis is making the November 3-6 visit to participate in
a government-sponsored conference on East-West dialogue and to minister to Bahrain’s tiny Catholic community,
part of his effort to pursue dialogue with the Muslim world. 
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Islamabad, Nov 05 (PTI):

The Pakistan Army has
rejected as “baseless and
irresponsible” the allega-
tions made by former pre-
mier Imran Khan that one
of its senior officers was
among the people involved
in the conspiracy to kill
him and demanded the
government to conduct a
probe and take legal action
against those maligning
the state institution.

The Army’s overnight
statement came in re-
sponse to an address by
Khan from the hospital in
which he alleged that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah and Major
General Faisal Naseer
were part of a sinister plot
to assassinate him in the
same way former Punjab
governor Salman Taseer
was killed in 2011 by a reli-

gious extremist.
Khan, 70, suffered a bul-

let injury in the right leg
when two gunmen fired a
volley of bullets at him
and others mounting on a
container-mounted truck
in the Wazirabad area of
Punjab province, where he
was leading a protest
march against the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. “Four people plotted
to kill me. I made a video
and named those people
and have stashed it
abroad,” Khan, the chair-
man of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) said, adding
that it would be released in
case something untoward
happens to him. In its re-
sponse, the Army in a
statement said: “The base-
less and irresponsible alle-
gations by chairman PTI
against the institution and
particularly a senior army
officer are absolutely un-

acceptable and uncalled
for.” “The baseless allega-
tions hurled at the institu-
tion/officials today are
highly regrettable and
strongly condemned,” the
statement read.

“No one will be allowed
to defame the institution
or its soldiers with im-
punity. Keeping this in
view, the government of
Pakistan has been request-
ed to investigate the mat-
ter and initiate legal ac-
tion against those respon-
sible for defamation and
false accusations against
the institution and its offi-
cials without any evidence
whatsoever,” it said.

According to the state-
ment, the Pakistan Army
prides itself for being an
extremely professional
and well-disciplined or-
ganisation with a robust
and highly effective inter-
nal accountability system,

which is applicable across
the board for unlawful acts
against anything commit-
ted by uniformed person-
nel. If the honour, safety
and prestige of its rank
and file are being tar-
nished by vested interests
through frivolous allega-
tions, “the institution will
jealously safeguard its offi-
cers and soldiers no mat-
ter what”, it said. The pow-
erful Army, which has
ruled the coup-prone coun-
try for more than half of
its 75-plus years of exis-
tence, has hitherto wield-
ed considerable power in
the matters of security
and foreign policy. Earlier,
Khan repeated the names
of three persons for their
alleged involvement in the
attack. He urged his fol-
lowers to continue
protests across the coun-
try until the three of them
resigned.

Pak Army rejects ‘baseless’ and ‘irresponsible’ 
allegations by Imran Khan against senior officer

Moscow, Nov 05 (PTI):

For a second time with-
in a week, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has praised India’s
growth story and said its
people are “very talent-
ed” and “purposeful” and
will help the country to
achieve outstanding re-
sults in its development.

Putin’s comments
came just ahead of
External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s
visit to Moscow on
November 7 and 8.

Speaking at a meeting
on the occasion of the
10th anniversary of the
Russian Historical
Society on the National
Unity Day on Friday,
Putin said: “Let’s take a
look at India. Very talent-
ed people, purposeful,

with such a drive for in-
ternal development, will,
of course, achieve out-
standing results. India
will achieve outstanding
results in its develop-
ment.” Putin said there
was no doubt that India’s
population of almost 1.5
billion people will cer-
tainly achieve outstand-
ing results in their devel-
opment, according to a
Kremlin press release in
Russian.

Putin also spoke about
colonialism and Russia’s
civilisation and culture.

Putin last Thursday
too spoke about Russia’s
special ties with India.

“We have special ties
with India that are built
on the foundation of real-
ly close allied relations
for decades. We never
had any outstanding is-
sues with India, we have
always supported each
other and I’m positive
that’s how it will remain
in the future as well,”
Putin had said.

He had also praised
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for pur-
suing an “independent
foreign policy” in the in-
terest of his country.
Putin said India has
walked a great develop-
ment path from being a

British colony to its mod-
ern state.

Russia has been a time-
tested partner for India
and the country has been
a key pillar of New
Delhi’s foreign policy.

In the last few months,
India has increased the
import of discounted
crude oil from Russia
notwithstanding increas-
ing disquiet over it by
several Western powers.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine and it
has been maintaining
that the crisis must be re-
solved through diploma-
cy and dialogue.

At a bilateral meeting
with Putin in the Uzbek
city of Samarkand on
September 16, Modi told
him that “today’s era is
not of war”.

Putin praises India by calling its
people talented and purposeful

Lahore, Nov 05 (PTI):

Pakistan’s former
prime minister Imran
Khan who survived an as-
sassination attempt has
hailed the man who foiled
the attack and apprehend-
ed the shooter during his
long march in Punjab
province as the country’s
“hero”.

Khan, 70, suffered a bul-
let injury in the right leg
on Thursday when two
gunmen fired a volley of
bullets at him and others
mounting on a container-
mounted truck in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab
province, where he was
leading a protest march
against the Shehbaz
Sharif government.

A day later on Friday,
Khan met with Ibtisam,
who foiled the attack and
apprehended the shooter
during the march, at the
Shaukat Khanum
Hospital here where he is
being treated for the bullet
wounds which pierced
through his lower limbs,
causing a fracture, the

Geo News reported.
“You are Pakistan’s

hero. You showed im-
mense courage. It felt very
nice,” Khan told Ibtisam.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chairman also
signed an autograph for
his saviour on the same
shirt that he wore while
apprehending the shooter
who is currently in the
custody of Punjab Police.

Meanwhile, Khan’s ex-

wives have also con-
demned the assassination
attempt.

The cricketer-turned-
politician has married
thrice. His previous two
marriages have ended in
divorce.

His first marriage was
with Jemima Goldsmith,
daughter of a British bil-
lionaire, in 1995, which
lasted 9 years. Khan has
two sons from her. His sec-

ond marriage with TV an-
chor Reham Khan in 2015
ended after 10 months.

In 2018, Khan married
for the third time with his
“spiritual guide” Bushra
Maneka.

Goldsmith, the ex-wife
of Khan, expressed relief
as her former husband is
stable after the assassina-
tion attempt. She also
called Ibtisam a “hero”.

She also conveyed their
sons’ gratitude to the man
who caught the attacker.

“The news we dread...
Thank God he’s okay. And
thank you from his sons to
the heroic man in the
crowd who tackled the
gunman,” 48-year-old
Goldsmith, who separated
from Khan in 2004,
tweeted.

Reham Khan tweeted,
“Firing on PTI chairman
Imran Khan & other party
members is shocking &
condemnable. Security for
public events for all our
politicians must be en-
sured by provincial/feder-
al law enforcement & our
agencies.”

‘You are Pakistan’s hero’, says Imran
Khan as he meets his saviour

Ibtisam (white kurtha), who foiled the attempt to assassination
of PTI chief Imran Khan in meeting with the politician. 

Powderly (Texas), Nov 05 (AP):

Tornadoes ripped through
parts of Texas and
Oklahoma on Friday, flatten-

ing homes, a church and top-
pling trees, with local offi-
cials in one Texas county re-
porting at least two dozen
people injured. Oklahoma

Gov. Kevin Stitt said
search and rescue teams
as well as generators were
being sent to the Idabel
area in McCurtain
County, which state emer-
gency officials said was
the hardest-hit by the
storms.

“Praying for
Oklahomans impacted by
today’s tornadoes,” Stitt
said in a Twitter post.

Keli Cain of the
Oklahoma Emergency
Management Office said at
least three other counties
were also hit by storms, with
flash flooding in some areas.
Officials in Oklahoma did
not yet have official details
on any injuries or deaths.
The National Weather
Service had issued multiple
tornado warnings on Friday
stretching from the Dallas-

Fort Worth area into
Oklahoma. The storm sys-
tem was then headed toward
Arkansas and Louisiana. In
Texas, one community hit
hard was Powderly, near the
border with Oklahoma and
about 120 miles (193 kilome-

ters) northeast of Dallas.
Lamar County Judge
Brandon Bell — the highest
elected official in the county
that includes Powderly — de-
clared a disaster in the area,
a step in getting federal as-
sistance and funding.

Tornadoes rip through Texas and Oklahoma, causing injuries
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Eight jewels seeing
developments

It is encouraging to see the
Central government support-
ing the North-Eastern (NE) re-
gion's development. An exam-
ple of NE development is the
1.13-kilometer-long Atal Setu,
which connects the Himalayan
state with the rest of the coun-
try via West Bengal.It is an es-
sential component of the coun-
try's strategic framework.Our
President Murmu refers to the
eight states in the NE states re-
gion as the "Ashtaratnas"
(eight jewels) of India which is
a Pride feeling to NE
people.The central govern-
ment has started infrastruc-
ture projects to improve agri-
culture, education, and connec-
tivity in the North Eastern
states, among other sectors,
which appears to be helping
these states make significant
advancements. However, it
should also take a look at the
health and power sectors.Some
of the  initiatives will have a
significant impact on the NE
state's economic growth and
development, especially the
tourism industry, which ap-
pears to creates a lot of job op-
portunities for youngsters.

VijayKumar H K, Raichur

Pakistan in turmoil
The alleged assassination at-

tempt on former PM Imran
Khan indicates that Pakistan is
heading towards political in-
stability. Pakistan has a long
history of political assassina-
tions — the most recent being
the assassination of Benazir
Bhutto. The beginning of polit-
ical turmoil began after a
standoff between the military
establishment under General
Bajwa and the Imran Khan
government reached its climax
after Shehbaz Sharif assumed
office following a no-confi-
dence motion against Khan.
The possibility of a military
coup cannot be ruled out as the
Sharif government, too, has
not been on good terms with
Bajwa & Co. India should keep
a hawk’s eye on the develop-
ments.

Anil vinayak, by mail

Provide jobs, 
not freebies

The political parties, at the
time of elections, offer all
kinds of freebies to the people
to get votes: free ration, free
electricity, free water, free bus
travel, free books, free sta-
tionery and monthly pensions.
But no party talks about giving
employment. The parties are
converting hardworking peo-
ple into beggars who are al-
ways looking for freebies. The
freebie schemes have put a lot
of burden on the economy of
the states. No money is left for
development after paying for
these freebies. The govern-
ment has to borrow money for
the day-to-day expenditures.
Instead of giving freebies, the
government should provide
employment to all by investing
money on infrastructure, edu-
cation, health and giving in-
centives to the private sector.

BL Gohal, Nabha
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Ex-Garuda VII military exercise underway with the French Air and Space Force at an airbase.

EX-GARUDA VII MILITARY EXERCISE

US President Joe Biden's administration unveiled the US National
Defence Strategy 2022 on October 27. It lists plans to boost its

defence ties with India to deter Chinese aggression in the region. The
latest Defence Strategy states that China presents the most conse-
quential and systemic challenge, while Russia poses acute threats to
vital US national interests abroad and to the homeland. "The world is
changing. We're at a significant inflexion point in world history. And our
country and the world, the US have always been able to chart the fu-
ture in times of great change. We've been able to constantly renew
ourselves. And time and again, we've proven there's not a single thing
we cannot do as a nation when we do it together, and I mean that - not
a single solitary thing," President Biden stated in the introductory note
to the strategy. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin highlighted the differ-
ent challenges posed by China and Russia as he unveiled the strategy.
According to him, the dangers are both conventional – Moscow's ag-
gression toward its neighbours and Beijing's efforts to gain control of
Taiwan – and nuclear, with Russia possessing an extensive arsenal and
China's stocks of atomic weapons growing fast. The strategy likewise
places the primary emphasis on China. It further asserts that Beijing is
seeking to 'refashion the Indo-Pacific region and the international sys-
tem to suit its interests and authoritarian preferences,' describing this
dynamic as "the most comprehensive and serious challenge to US na-
tional security". The strategy says Chinese rhetoric about and "coer-
cive activity" towards Taiwan, which Beijing has vowed to take control
of, by force if necessary, is a destabilizing factor that risks miscalcula-
tion and threatens peace in the area. As for Russia, it says the "acute
threat" posed by Moscow has been most recently demonstrated by its
invasion of Ukraine. Though the strategy tries to portray the US ties in
the Indo-Pacific as the most important one, India as a whole is men-
tioned in the strategy only five times and that too in the context of the
Indo-Pacific, and there too it refers to China's campaigns to establish
control over the East China Sea, Taiwan Strait, South China Sea, and
disputed land borders such as with India. It proclaims to promote a
free-and-open Indo-Pacific, which could only be achieved if the US
builds collective capacity with other countries, like India. It further as-
serts that no region will be of more significance to the world and to
everyday Americans than the Indo-Pacific, yet it fails to demonstrate
India's importance to achieve this goal as a partner. The document lists
the US Vision, Washington's role in the global arena, and an overview of
its strategic approach to different regional issues. Focusing on the
Middle East, the strategy talks about tweaking its policy in the Middle
East and North Africa by eschewing grand designs in favour of more
practical steps that can advance US interests and help regional part-
ners lay the foundation for greater stability, prosperity, and opportuni-
ty for the people of the Middle East and for the American people. The
strategy sets forth a new framework for US policy in the region based
on America's unparalleled comparative advantage in building partner-
ships, coalitions, and alliances to strengthen deterrence while using
diplomacy to de-escalate tensions, reduce risks of new conflicts, and
set a long-term foundation for stability. However, it clearly states that
the United States will not allow foreign or regional powers to jeopardise
freedom of navigation through the Middle East's waterways, including
the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab al Mandab, nor tolerate efforts by any
country to dominate another, or the region, through military build-ups,
incursions, or threats. But if we scrutinize the strategy in a little more
detail then we realize the emerging contradictions present in the strat-
egy. When the strategy declares the US commitment to support coun-
tries "that subscribe to the rules-based international order," will it in-
clude those OPEC countries which recently snubbed the US demands
for increased oil production? When it talks about "military build-ups"
then does it really mean that the US will halt its longstanding efforts to
advance its partners' "military build-ups" in the face of the threat from
Iran? Further, how could the US achieve the Israeli "dominance" of
Hamas and Hezbollah? Further, the strategy lays stress on US diploma-
cy to reduce tensions "wherever possible," will it translate into normal-
izing ties with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, or meeting with
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah? All this double talk on various re-
gional and global issues and inherent contradictions of the strategy
leads one to surmise that it is more of a document to placate the
American public and not aimed at really achieving or changing sub-
stantially the US policies on these issues. Overall the National Security
Strategy 2022 comes out as a bit of a disappointment though perhaps
packaged coherently for the first time.

R ishi Sunak is probably
the biggest Star Wars fan

to hold the post of UK prime
minister. It has been reported
that he looks to the films for in-
spiration, both personally and
politically. One MP said, pre-
sumably with some hyperbole,
that much of Sunak's political
philosophy comes from the
trade wars in Star Wars.
Personal inspiration is easy to
find in Star Wars. It is a classic
hero's journey, with a call to ad-
venture for a reluctant young
protagonist who ultimately has
greatness thrust upon them.

Finding political inspiration
is a bit trickier. We have previ-
ously written about the lessons
for constitutionalism and
democracy sliding into tyran-
ny that can be learned from the
prequel trilogy. One hopes that
Sunak won't face such a chal-
lenge as PM. Star Wars may
not carry the same kind of
gravitas as The Art of War or
Machiavelli's The Prince as a
manual of political instruc-
tion. But it is nonetheless filled
with interesting lessons and
cautionary examples for those
seeking to promote peace,
order and good government in
this galaxy or any other. Here
are a few lessons Sunak should
take note of.
1. Incompetence leads to 
secession and strife

The main lesson of the pre-
quel films, which lead to the

rise of the Empire, is that polit-
ical dysfunction sows the seeds
of democratic decay. The inac-
tion of gridlocked legislative
bodies and slow, grinding bu-
reaucracies in the face of crisis
precipitates the rise of a strong
leader who promises to take
charge and restore order. The
Phantom Menace portrays a
Galactic Republic in turmoil,
with the squabbling senate and
incompetent Supreme
Chancellor unable to respond
effectively.

The situation reaches a
breaking point in Attack of the
Clones, as thousands of star
systems secede from the
Republic and go it alone. The
Chancellor raises a huge army
in response, and the galaxy is
at war. Sunak takes over a
country facing many prob-
lems, after a period of chaotic
leadership. War is unlikely of
course, but secession and na-
tional chaos are possible. The
UK supreme court has just
heard a case on the legality of
a second Scottish independ-
ence referendum.

The Northern Irish
Executive has failed to form
following elections earlier in
the year, an issue bound up
with Brexit and the Northern
Ireland protocol. Meanwhile,
discussion of unification refer-
endums in Ireland continue to
gather momentum. Sunak
should keep in mind that dys-
functional and incompetent
governments build centrifugal
forces that can break apart
even very old and established
unions.
2. Trade keeps the peace, but
bores people

The origin of the crisis for
the Galactic Republic, we are
told in The Phantom Menace,
is disputes about the "taxation
of trade routes to outlying star
systems". Notoriously, audi-
ences found this exceptionally

boring. Sunak could learn
from George Lucas's mistakes:
though people tend to like the
benefits of trade when it is
going well, they really don't
like hearing about trade dis-
putes and taxes. In a post-
Brexit world, where more and
better trade deals will be essen-
tial to Britain's future, avoiding
trade wars, quietly improving
trade and keeping it out of the
headlines would help avoid
public backlash.

The other lesson here is that
when trade is good it keeps the
peace, while trade disputes sow
the seeds of much more seri-
ous conflicts. This is one of the
founding principles of the EU
that trade interdependency
builds a basis for lasting peace.
Good trading arrangements
with the EU will be an essen-
tial part of keeping the peace
process on the rails in
Northern Ireland and building
good relations with the UK's
European neighbours.
3. Don't lead from the back-
ground

In A New Hope, the first
film in the original trilogy, we
don't see the Emperor.
Looming ominously in the
background, he relies on a
ragtag band of semi-compe-
tent subordinates who bicker
amongst themselves. Various
senior imperial officials sys-
tem governors, admirals,
Darth Vader jostle for control,
and in the end the Empire's
all-important Death Star is de-
stroyed by the rebels.

In The Empire Strikes Back,
Vader is in charge one imag-
ines the casualties from the
destruction of the Death Star
moved him quite far up the or-
ganisational chart. His aggres-
sive management style is
based on summary execution
of subordinates for poor per-
formance. But he doesn't get
the job done either, and in the

third film the Emperor has to
step forward. At this point, it
is too late and the rebel plan to
destroy the Empire succeeds.

This is great storytelling,
but it's not good governance.
For a would-be leader, the les-
son is clear: you need to be felt
as a political force, or a rebel
alliance will come to get you.
Having just toppled a prime
minister who lurked in the
background, this is a lesson
Sunak should know without
needing to learn it from his
favourite films.
4. Be careful altering 
the deal

In The Empire Strikes
Back, Darth Vader makes a
deal with Lando Calrissian,
administrator of Cloud City,
to have him turn over Luke
Skywalker and Han Solo in
exchange for a promise that
his city would be left alone by
the Empire. But Vader takes
Leia and Chewbacca prisoner,
and when Lando complains
that this was outside the
agreement, he responds: "I am
altering the deal. Pray I do not
alter it any further." Realising
what deals with Vader are
worth, Lando abandons their
agreement and helps our he-
roes escape Vader's clutches.

The obvious lesson is to be
careful when you renege on
your commitments. A crucial
challenge that Sunak will face
is attempting to renegotiate
aspects of the UK's withdraw-
al agreement with the EU, par-
ticularly the Northern Ireland
protocol. There are signs of
positive engagement between
the two sides, and hopefully
an agreeable compromise can
be reached. But if it cannot,
Sunak needs to be careful in
terms of the UK honouring its
promises, or its would-be part-
ners might, like Lando, come
to wonder what their deals are
worth.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

R ecently a renowned
women’s rights ac-

tivist, Gandhian and founder
of the Self Employed
Women’s Association (SEWA)
Ela Bhatt a recipient of the
Padma Bhushan, India’s
third-highest civilian award
passed away in
Ahmedabad.SEWA is a trade
union based in Ahmedabad
India, that promotes the
rights of low-income, inde-
pendently employed female
workers and is one of the
largest organization of infor-
mal workers in the world.

One of the main goals of
the organisation was to pro-
vide employment and self-re-
liance to its
members–women–by provid-
ing them with avenues to
work and curb poverty.She
grew up with the ideals of
Gandhi. Ela was all of 14
when India attained her free-
dom; and growing up in an en-
vironment that was so politi-
cally charged, Ela perhaps al-

ways had it in her to work for
the betterment of people, es-
pecially women.

She was born on September
7, 1933, in Ahmedabad, in a
family that engaged in social
causes. Her father, Sumant
Bhatt, was a lawyer who
served as a district judge and
was later appointed the
Charity Commissioner for
Bombay and then Gujarat,
where he supervised the work
of all charitable organisa-
tions, trusts and NGOs.

She had been a part of
other such organisations and
had also assisted the World
Bank on microfinancing. She
was a co-founding member of
The Elders, which comprises
of 12 world leaders. She was
known as the “Gentle
Revolutionary” who changed
the lives of lakhs of women
through her organisation,
providing them with mi-
croloans for five decades.

Bhatt is She was the chair-
person of the Sabarmati
Ashram Trust and until re-
cently, the chancellor of the

Gujarat Vidyapith, a universi-
ty that was established by
Mahatma Gandhi. She devot-
ed her life in empowering
them through grassroots en-
trepreneurship.In her pursuit
of women's economic welfare,
she founded India’s first
women’s bank, the
Cooperative Bank of SEWA
in 1973.

She also co-founded
Women’s World Banking in
1979.The recipient of national

and international awards, in-
cluding the Padma Bhushan,
the Ramon Magsaysay
Award, the Indira Gandhi
Peace Prize and many other
accolades, she was globally
recognised as a woman leader
. In 2012, she was praised by
then then U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton.

She was a prodigious
writer who penned in
Anasuya, our Gujarati
newsletter, a play on street
vendors.One of her famous
book was We are Poor But We
are Many.It was during the
acceptance speech for the
Ramon Magsaysay award in
1979 that Ela had said we
must ask ourselves three
questions, when at the cross-
roads of thought and action.
“What impact will my action
have on me? What impact will
my action have on our planet
and the people who live in it? 

And what impact will my
action—or inaction—have on
future generations and the
human spirit?” Ela Bhatt is
also known for her work with

The Elders — a global non-
governmental organisation of
senior statesmen, peace ac-
tivists and human rights ad-
vocates brought together by
Nelson Mandela in 2007. It
wouldn’t be amiss to say that
Ela Bhatt was the epitome of
what a gentle but effective
leader should be.

She took the cause of
women which was at a micro-
level and created an aware-
ness about it at a macro-level,
to help a silent community.
Her dedication to the cause of
empowering women has led
to millions of women becom-
ing self-employed and inde-
pendent.

This had not only helped
the female population, but
also the economy of the coun-
try. Her balanced take on
human ecosystem had made
her one of the strongest voic-
es of peace and non-violence
in the world. She is a sheer in-
spiration to the world, at a
stage where imbalance pre-
vails and we all strive for
equilibrium.

Homage to Ela Bhatt: Organizing Working Poor Women

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

A third of the glaciers on the UNESCO World Heritage list are under
threat, regardless of efforts to limit temperature increases, a study

conducted by the UN body has found. However, the study said, it was
still possible to save the other two-thirds, if the rise in global tempera-
tures did not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to the pre-industrial
era. UNESCO said this would be a major challenge facing delegates at
the upcoming COP27. The 2022 United Nations Climate Change
Conference, more commonly referred to as Conference of the Parties of
the UNFCCC, or COP27, will be the 27th United Nations Climate Change
conference. It will be held from November 6-18, 2022 in Egypt's Sharm
El Sheikh. "This report is a call to action. Only a rapid reduction in our
CO2 emission levels can save glaciers and the exceptional biodiversity
that depends on them. "COP27 will have a crucial role to help find solu-
tions to this issue. UNESCO is determined to support states in pursuing
this goal," UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay said. In addition to
drastically reduced carbon emissions, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is advocating for the cre-
ation of a new international fund for glacier monitoring and preserva-
tion. Such a fund would support comprehensive research, promote ex-
change networks between all stakeholders and implement early warn-
ing and disaster risk reduction measures, the study said. Half of human-
ity depends directly or indirectly on glaciers as their water source for
domestic use, agriculture, and power. Glaciers are also pillars of biodi-
versity, feeding many ecosystems, it said. "When glaciers melt rapidly,
millions of people face water scarcity and the increased risk of natural
disasters such as flooding, and millions more may be displaced by the
resulting rise in sea levels," IUCN Director General Dr Bruno Oberle
said. "This study highlights the urgent need to cut greenhouse gas
emissions and invest in nature-based solutions, which can help miti-
gate climate change and allow people to better adapt to its impacts,"
he added. Fifty UNESCO World Heritage sites are home to glaciers, rep-
resenting almost 10 per cent of the Earth's total glacierised area. They
include the highest (next to Mt Everest), the longest (in Alaska), and
the last remaining glaciers in Africa. The UNESCO study, in partnership
with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
showed that these glaciers have been retreating at an accelerated rate
since 2000 due to CO2 emissions, which are warming temperatures.
They are currently losing 58 billion tons of ice every year equivalent to
the combined annual water use of France and Spain and are responsi-
ble for nearly five per cent of observed global sea-level rise. The gla-
ciers under threat are in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, North
America and Oceania, the study said.

Third of world heritage glaciers
under threat: UNESCO

Rishi Sunak and Star Wars: What the UK prime minister
can learn about governing from his favourite films

US prioritizes ties with India

DAVID KENNY

Ela Bhatt
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Research promotion

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar  said that with
the changing nature of
traditional farming,
peasants can earn
more income by
adopting new tech-
nologies in the agri-
culture sector. With
this objective, the gov-
ernment is taking con-
crete steps for promot-
ing research in the
agriculture sector,
which will prove bene-
ficial in the economic
upliftment of the
farmers, Khattar said.
He was interacting
with the farmers and
agricultural experts
after inaugurating
Dhanuka Agritech
Research and
Technology Center at
village Sihol in Palwal
district, an official
statement said here.
The chief minister
said that today two big
projects are dedicated
to Palwal district, of
which one project is
for water conserva-
tion and the other
project will motivate
the farmers towards
farming with new
technology.

Financial results
New Delhi: State
Bank of India (SBI) on
Saturday said its
standalone profit
jumped 74 per cent to
Rs 13,265 crore in the
second quarter of
FY23, aided by lower
bad loans and higher
interest income. The
country’s largest
lender had earned a
profit of Rs 7,627 crore
in the same quarter a
year ago. The public
sector lender’s total
income increased to
Rs 88,734 crore during
the quarter under re-
view from Rs 77,689.09
crore in the July-
September quarter of
last fiscal. The Net
Interest Income (NII)
during the period in-
creased by 13 per cent
to Rs 35,183 crore from
Rs 31,184 crore in the
same quarter a year
ago. The asset quality
of the bank improved
with the gross non-
performing assets
(NPAs) declining to
3.52 per cent of the
gross advances as on
September 30, 2022,
from 4.90 per cent a
year ago.

Wonderful 
experience

Bengaluru:
Starbucks co-founder
Zev Siegl enjoyed
‘masale dosa’ and fil-
ter coffee at
Bengaluru’s heritage
South Indian vegetar-
ian restaurant
‘Vidyarthi Bhavan’,
and said he “will take
back this wonderful
experience to
Seattle”. Siegl is in
the city to attend the
three-day “Invest
Karnataka” - Global
Investors Meet (GIM),
which concluded
here. “We were happy
and proud to have Mr.
Zev Siegl, Cofounder
of Starbucks at
Vidyarthi Bhavan.

Mumbai, Nov 05: 

Union Roads Minister
Nitin Gadkari said there is
a need to get best global
practices for road engi-
neering projects by giving
priority to entities having
joint ventures internation-
al consultants. Speaking at
an India Today event here,
Gadkari said he used to in-
sist on “swadeshi and
Indian” consultants for
preparing detailed project
reports but feels the need
to revisit the same. India
witnesses the highest num-
ber of road accidents in
the world and also the
number of fatalities at 1.5
lakh a year is the highest,
he said, adding that road
safety is his top priority. “I
used to insist on Swadeshi
and Indian DPR (Detailed
Project Report) makers,
but I told our secretary yes-
terday that for improve-
ments in road engineering,
we should give priority to
those who have joint ven-
tures with international

players so that world’s ex-
pertise comes with us,”
Gadkari said. Road engi-
neering has come to the
fore of late, especially after
the death of former Tata
Group chairman Cyrus
Mistry in a road crash ear-
lier this year. Gadkari said
his department has spent
Rs 40,000 crore to identify
‘black spots’ on highways
and efforts are on to im-
prove the same. He is also
targeting to halve the num-
ber of deaths and acci-
dents by 2024. He blamed
the high growth in motor
vehicles and people’s atti-
tudes for the dismal record

in this aspect. People have
no fear or respect for the
law, and at the same time,
there is an explosion in the
number of motor vehicles,
he rued. “India’s automo-
bile growth is so high we
have 17 crore vehicles. A
family of three has seven
cars in the home. How will
the roads be made (to ac-
commodate so many vehi-
cles),” the minister said.
He also said there is prob-
lem with parking and peo-
ple in big cities just keep
their cars on the roads.
Further, the minister out-
lined that auto engineer-
ing, road engineering, edu-
cation and awareness in
people, and emergency
help are essential to save
lives. When asked about
Maharashtra missing out
on large ticket investments
as projects are going to
Gujarat, Gadkari said an
investor has the right to
choose the destination and
said that “we need to avoid
politicizing such deci-
sions”.

Give priority to entities having
JVs with int’l players: Gadkari

To improve road safety

BRANAD AMBASSADOR

Argentinian footballer Lionel Messi poses for a photo
after becoming the first global brand ambassador of

edtech major BYJU’s social impact arm ‘Education For All’.

New Delhi, Nov 05:  

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
called for enhancing bilat-
eral trade between India
and Kyrgyzstan. He was
addressing the 10th ses-
sion of the India-Kyrgyz
Republic Inter-
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific and
T e c h n o l o g i c a l
Cooperation, an official
statement said. Goyal said
immense potential exists
for expansion of bilateral
trade between India and
Kyrgyzstan. Both sides
discussed mutual coopera-
tion in areas such as in-
vestment, digitalisation,
intellectual property, agri-
culture, healthcare and
pharmaceuticals, textiles,
education, environment,
standardisation and
metrology, banking, trans-
port, labour, mining and
power sectors. The com-
merce ministry on Friday
held discussions with
stakeholders of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) on
the issue of work from

home facility. The consul-
tations assume signifi-
cance as the ministry is
considering to allow 100
per cent Work From Home
(WFH) for employees of
units in SEZs. In a tweet,
the office of Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said, he
“held consultations with
SEZ stakeholders over
Work from Home facility.
With the hybrid model
here to stay, the govern-
ment is working to provide
flexibility and create jobs
in small cities to boost ex-
ports and fuel growth”. At
present, WFH is permitted
for a maximum period of
one year in a SEZ unit and
can be extended to 50 per
cent of the total employ-
ees.

Immense potential to
increase trade between India,

Kyrgyzstan: Goyal

Mumbai, Nov 05: 

The Blenders Pride
GlasswareFashion Tour
2022Curtain Raiser cap-
tured the essence, energy
and vision of the evolving
face of fashion &
lifestyle,promising four
exciting city chapters.
The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour, powered by
Fashion Design Council
of India, goes beyond cou-
ture & reimagines its
iconic legacy of 15 years.
This edition of the
Fashion Tour will bring
alive young, vibrant &
evolving expressions of
‘Pride& Authenticity’
through the lens of a
more sustainable, inclu-
sive and diverse world of
fashion & lifestyle. With
ace designer Ashish Soni

as curator-in-chief and its
continued partnership
with Fashion Design
Council of India
(FDCI),the Fashion
Touris set to travel
through four metro cities
ofKolkata,Hyderabad,
Mumbai and Gurugram.
In its cutting-edge new
avatar, itwill present a
spectacular collaboration
between leading fashion
designers &renowned per-

sonalities from diverse
fields, who are reshaping
the lifestyle interests of
today’s youth.

The Kolkata chapter
will be all about ‘Pride in
Bringing Twists in
Traditions’ where design-
ers Shantnu& Nikhil will
capture the spirit of crick-
et in their collection,
imagined together with
Harmanpreet Kaur, the
captain of India Women’s

National Cricket Team.
The Hyderabad chapter
will present‘Pride in
Sustainable Fashion’
wheredesigner Amit
Aggarwal will exhibit a
blend of modern sustain-
able techniques in fash-
ion, together with Nuru
Karim, one of 100 most in-
fluential architects in
India,committed to posi-
tively impacting the plan-
et.

Blenders Pride Glassware Fashion Tour unveils
young, inclusive & cutting-edge new avatar

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  0055:: The sales
value of  Rs 4,313 million
achieved for this quarter is
17% increase over the previous
year.  The Sales value for 3
quarters of 2022 is Rs 12,974
million which is about
23%increase over the same
period last year and achieved
13% ROS for the quarter
Commenting on the quarterly
performance, Mr. Farrokh
Bhathena, Director Sales and
Marketing, KSB Limited said,
“We have registered outstand-
ing Year on Year sales growth
of 17% for the third quarter
and also, 23% increase in the
cumulative sales for 3 quarters
with respect to last year.
Continuing the trend, we have
once again seen significant
order inflow from the
Petrochemical segment. This
quarter has seen the highest
order intake in a quarter which
includes orders from NPCIL
andCalikEnergie for Bazian

CCPP Project.” Mr. Milind
Khadilkar, Chief Financial
Office opens his remarks
informing the all time high
share price of the Company of
INR 2,000+ per equity share
during Q3. This has resulted in
highest ever market capitalisa-
tion of the Company. Mr.
Khadilkar is pleased to share
this value creation, for the
Company’s investors and
shareholders.  Mr. Khadilkar
then updated about the
Company’s proposed invest-
ment in the specified
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) of Bharat Pumps &
Compressors Limited (BPCL)
through e-tendering due to the
strategic planning during the
re-bidding process. Mr. Milind
Khadilkar informed that the
Company attended its physical
investors Meet post Covid, in
August, 2022 with a wonderful
response from the institutional
investors.

KSB Limited registers outstanding
growth in the third quarter

Celebrate Cricket
Fever with

Amazon.in’s Cricket
World Cup Festival

Mumbai, Nov 05: As the
cricket frenzy spreads
across the country, ge-
tready to experience the
game with your family
and friends from the com-
fort of your homeswith
the Cricket World Cup
Festivalon Amazon.in.
Cricket enthusiastscan
enjoy the ongoing World
Cup with exciting offers
on cricket accessories,
sportswear, TVs, appli-
ances, video
games,clothes, shoes, fur-
niture and much moreand
unlock great deals from
November 4 till
November6. Catch the
cricket fever by enjoying
exciting deals with up to
60% off on wide selection
of products from top
brands like DSC, SG, SS,
GM Puma, Adidas,
Nikeamong others.

New Delhi, Nov 05: Tata
Motors on Saturday said
it has increased prices of
its passenger vehicles
with effect from
November 7. The weight-
ed average increase will
be 0.9 per cent, depending

on the variant and model,
the auto major said in a
statement. The company
has been absorbing a sig-
nificant portion of the in-
creased costs but the
steep rise in overall input
costs has compelled it to

pass on some proportion
through this minimal
price hike, it added. The
company sells a range of
passenger vehicles like
Tiago, Punch, Nexon,
Harrier and Safari across
the country.

Tata Motors hikes 
passenger vehicle prices New Delhi, Nov 05: 

Telecom operator
Vodafone Idea (VIL) has
said telecom tariffs in
India continue to remain
at “unsustainable levels”
and the industry needs
“tariff correction” to sup-
port continued invest-
ments. VIL has seen aver-
age revenue per user
(ARPU) growth for five
consecutive quarters now.
Its average revenue or re-
alisation per user at Rs 131
in Q2 FY23 was 19.5 per
cent higher than the year-
ago period, aided mostly
by tariff hikes and sub-
scriber upgrades. ARPU
for the September quarter
was higher sequentially as
well, when compared to Rs
128 in Q1 FY23. “However,
it is important to note that

despite the price interven-
tion made in the last one
year, the tariffs in India
continue to remain at un-
sustainable levels. And we
believe that industry
needs further tariff cor-
rection to support the con-
tinued investments going
forward,” Vodafone Idea
CEO Akshaya Moondra
said during the company’s
analyst call on Q2 FY23
earnings on Friday. Over
the last one year, the com-
pany has taken several tar-
iff interventions includ-
ing for entry level plans,
he said, adding VIL contin-
ues to focus on getting
more customers on 4G and
unlimited plans. Citing the
previews of digital and fu-
turistic 5G use cases show-
cased by the company at
the recently-held India

Mobile Congress,
Moondra said: “We are
ready for the next journey
of 5G technology where
the connected world with
limitless digital solutions
will soon be new norm,
and we will be playing a
vital role in the same.” To
a specific question,
Moondra admitted that
both 4G coverage expan-

sion and 5G rollout will de-
pend on funding and fund
raise. The company is
ready with its plans and
“engaged” with vendors,
and once funding is in
place, it will be able to roll
out 5G and execute it
quickly.

“We believe once the
funding is in place, we
should be able to roll out
quite quickly. I do under-
stand that competition has
already started rolling out
so we will be behind
them...but given the way
5G handset ecosystem has
now started evolving and
it will take some time, we
don’t think it will be signif-
icant disadvantage if we
are able to have funding
done in a couple of
months, and roll out on
that basis.”

Tariffs at ‘unsustainable’ levels, industry needs price
correction for continued investments: VIL CEO

Kochi, Nov 05: 

Union minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Friday
India has the fifth-largest
metro system in the world
and will soon go past ad-
vanced economies such as
Japan and South Korea to
have the third-largest net-
work. Addressing a gather-
ing at the ‘Urban Mobility
India & Expo’ here, the
minister said these devel-
opments will lead to a sig-
nificant reduction in traffic
congestion and the associ-
ated air quality and emis-
sions concerns. Puri and
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan jointly in-
augurated the three-day
event in Kochi on Friday.
Senior officers from the

central and state govern-
ments, policy makers, man-
aging directors of metro
rail companies, chief exec-
utives of transport under-
takings, international ex-
perts, professionals, acade-
micians and students are
participating in the event.
Acknowledging the incor-
poration of best practices
and learnings from other
countries into the country’s
urban mobility systems,

Puri said, “We have been
able to learn from the expe-
rience of other countries.”
The metro lines that the
country is building today
are incorporating the best
practices from other coun-
tries. India can share its ex-
perience of indigenisation
with other countries placed
in the similar level of the
developmental ladder, he
added. Touching upon the
rapid progress of metro
lines in India in the global
context, Puri said that as of
September 2022, 810 km of
metro lines are operational
in 20 cities and a network of
more than 980 km of metro
network and rapid rail
transit system (RRTS) is
currently under construc-
tion in 27 cities.

India will soon overtake advanced
economies like Japan: Puri

To have third-largest metro network in world New Delhi, Nov 05:  

India is encountering
global shocks with a posi-
tion of strength backed by
far better household, cor-
porate and financial sector
balance sheets and its
medium term growth out-
look is good, said Chief
Economic Adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran.
“Overall, all things consid-
ered, including the risk of
oil price, I do believe that
the external situation will
be manageable, of course
with some anxious mo-
ments to come,” he said
while speaking at an event
organised by National
Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER) here. He further
said that given all the
short-term unknowns, it

was better to focus on
medium-term prospects
and what lies ahead of the
country in the next six
years until 2030.

“The medium-term
growth outlook is actually
constructive very simply
because we have paid our
growth dues last decade
and that was because we
had to undergo balance
sheet repair in the finan-
cial and non-financial sec-

tor. We are encountering
global shocks fortunately
with a far better house-
hold, corporate and finan-
cial sector balance sheet,”
he added. On the high
debt-to-GDP ratio,
Nageswaran said, it is sus-
tainable as India’s macro-
economic fundamentals
are strong. Even in the on-
going global turmoil
India’s borrowing cost is
lower than countries
which have better ratings
than India, he said.

“India’s bond yield has
not really spiked up. It is
doing better than coun-
tries that have better cred-
it ratings than India. That
tells us a little bit about the
overall macroeconomic
stability that is there
under the current circum-
stances,” he said.

India faces global shocks with better balance
sheets; medium-term growth outlook good: CEA

Forex kitty swells 

by USD 6.561 bn to 

USD 531.081 bn; biggest

weekly rise in a year

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  0055:: In the
biggest weekly increase in
over a year, India’s forex
reserves swelled by USD
6.561 billion to reach USD
531.081 billion for the week
ended October 28, RBI data
showed. The overall reserves,
which have been on a declin-
ing spree for many months
now, had dropped by USD
3.847 billion to USD 524.52
billion in the previous report-
ing week. The USD 6.5 billion
jump in the reporting week is
the highest since September
2021. In October 2021, the
country’s forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The reserves
have been declining as the
central bank deploys the kitty
to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused by global
developments.

ACROSS

1. Trimmed

6. Orangutans

10. Chats

14. Wipe out

15. Catcher’s glove

16. Scads (2 wds.)

17. Entice

18. Criminal’s helper

20. Not as hard

22. Artillery shell fragments

23. Metallic deposits

25. Lamprey

26. Before, in poems

27. Alert

30. Talking bird

32. Pavarotti solo

33. Time past

34. Shadowbox

38. Bell sound

39. Baker’s need

42. If not

43. Blade part

44. Snow runner

45. Enjoy a book

46. Showed feelings

49. Openings

50. Speck

53. Cozy place

54. Fade

56. Carbon and gold, e.g.

59. Detest

63. ____ span

65. Laker Shaquille ____

66. Behind schedule

67. Munitions, for short

68. Stem

69. Difficult journey

70. Ogle

71. Some curves

DOWN

1. Singer ____ Seeger

2. Locality

3. Male sheep

4. CIA activity

5. Discourage

6. MD’s group

7. Movies, for short

8. Engraver

9. Hi-fi

10. Struggle for breath

11. Unaccompanied

12. Termite, e.g.

13. Distinctive manner

19. Pepper’s mate

21. Settle a debt

24. Stuffing herb

27. Walk in water

28. Dry

29. Finger jewelry

31. ____ beef

34. Certain noncoms

35. Appeal

36. PDQ’s kin

37. Lipstick shades

40. Distort

41. Wave type

46. Biblical locale

47. Of the mind

48. Prompt (2 wds.)

50. Distributed cards

51. Communion table

52. Midler or Davis

55. Hangman’s loop

57. Submissive

58. Indefinite number

60. Steeped drinks

61. Healthy

62. BPOE members

64. Neither’s companion
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You may have your mind set on some big

plans that you’ve been working on for some

time now, Aquarius. The problem is that today

there is some conflict with something or

someone with a large ego who suddenly

wants a piece of the pie. Either that or this

person wants to burst your bubble. Don’t give

up hope on your dreams. Realize that this

opposition is just part of the adventure.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may have been feeling more emotion-
al lately, Pisces. Today a fanciful energy
could sweep you off your feet and into
another realm entirely. Feel free to take
off for at least a little while in order to
gain a better perspective on the issues at
hand. Strong, forceful powers are urging
you to let someone else take the reins on
a particular project.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

People and situations that you were
counting on may suddenly run into
opposition today, Aries. Don’t be sur-
prised if the seat you’re sitting on is
suddenly pulled out from under you.
Make sure you have some extra
padding, since it could be a rather hard
fall. More than likely, however, you will
be able to take it in stride.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ego has probably been feeling strong
lately, and you may feel an extra boost of
self-confidence, Taurus. Don’t be surprised
if your ego gets threatened by someone
who appears out of the blue with an
aggressive, opinionated attitude, someone
who isn’t on quite the same track as you.
You may find it hard to deal with people
today, since they could be a bit spacey.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you knew the truth of all the things that

are going on outside your world, you’d be

appalled, Gemini. You shouldn’t take

things at face value today. It’s important

to simply go and see things for yourself.

Don’t trust another’s word on what is true

and what isn’t. Question what you see.

Make sure you don’t let others pull the

wool over your eyes.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It isn’t a good idea to try to fit people into
a mold today, Cancer. This will only annoy
others and frustrate you. It’s important
that you relax and simply let people blos-
som into the people they want to be. If you
have a preconceived notion of who they
should be, you’re only setting yourself up
for failure and disappointment, as well as
anger from the other party.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Consider subscribing to an alternative
newsletter of some sort, Leo. You will
find some amazing information that the
general public doesn’t necessarily
know. Knowledge is power. For the
most part, common knowledge is quite
limited. Try to seek news from a wider
community. Some mainstream informa-
tion is pretty unreliable.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don’t expect others to take much notice of

your emotions today, Virgo. You’re more

respectful of theirs than they are of yours.

Find peace among all you encounter. This

could be difficult since other people’s wills

are involved. In that case, people aren’t like-

ly to back down. Others think they’re right

and refuse to see things any other way.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your aggressive attitude is likely to start a fight

that might be difficult to settle now, Libra.

There are extremely stubborn forces at work,

and you may find that no one is willing to budge

from their position. The thing that is apt to

make this even more difficult is that people may

misinterpret certain pieces of the puzzle. Try to

bring understanding to the situation instead of

more aggression.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

People may be difficult to deal with
today, Scorpio. You may soon discover
that they’re just as stubborn as you are.
Try to give others the benefit of the
doubt or there will be a stalemate in just
about every corner of your life. Don’t
consider it a loss or failure of character if
you find you need to make some conces-
sions in order to get things to work.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your ego may be under some stress today,
Sagittarius. The tricky part is that the
threat you feel is probably a result of
something that isn’t even completely real.
It could be that someone is acting on false
information that has no bearing on the
reality of the situation. You might be
swept away by someone else’s false
impression of who you really are.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You could develop a stomachache if you try

to sort out all the confused issues of the

day, Capricorn. There are apt to be too

many matters for you to handle alone, so

don’t even try. It’s one of those situations in

which you start to untangle one knot only

to create another somewhere down the

line. It’s best to just let the ball of string lie

where it is for now.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

HOROSCOPE SUNDAY NOVEMBER 06

S ony Entertainment
Television’ presti-

gious singing reality
show ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ has been pre-
senting some superlative
singing talent week-on-
week in the presence of
the judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani and esteemed
celebrity guests. Adding
on to the much-needed
charm and making your
‘mausam musicana,’ this
weekend, the Saturday
episode welcomed the
legendary and evergreen
actress Meenakshi
Seshadri ji who marked
her television debut after
27 years with the show.
Not only this, ‘watch-out’
for the Sunday episode
where for the first time
ever, the show will be cel-
ebrating ’75 years of
Rajshri Productions’ in
the presence the most
revered and respected di-
rector of the Hindi enter-
tainment industry -
Sooraj Barjatya ji fol-
lowed by the cast of

‘Uunchai’ – Boman Irani,
Neena Gupta and
Anupam Kher! Nostalgia
being the flavor of the
weekend, Meenakshi ji
humbled sharing her
heartfelt gratitude being
a part of the show. And
on Sunday, walking down
memory lane, Rajshri
Productions that came
into existence in the
same year as India re-
ceived Independence, the
show will leave no stone
unturned and highlight
how the esteemed pro-

duction house has been
at the forefront when it
comes to changing the
Indian cinema landscape
and family viewing expe-
rience. While the contest-
ants Rishi Singh from
Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka
Patra, Debosmita Roy,
Sonakshi Kar, Senjuti
Das, Sanchari Sengupta
from Kolkata, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar,

Shivam Singh, Kavya
Limaye from Gujarat,
Rupam Bharnarhia from
Amritsar will certainly
make the ‘mausam musi-
cana,’ get ready to hear
some interesting trivia
from your favorite songs
and films that will leave
you mesmerized!

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol Season 13,
this Saturday and
Sunday at 8 PM only
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Indian Idol’ welcomes
Meenakshi Seshadri

After ‘Major’, 
Adivi Sesh reprises role

of cop with ‘Hit 2’
A ctress Aishwarya

Rajesh, best known
for having delivered spec-
tacular performances in
critically acclaimed su-
perhits such as 'Kaaka
Muttai', 'Kanaa' and
'Vada Chennai', will next
play the lead in a Tamil-
Hindi bilingual that's
been titled 'Manik'.

Endemol Shine India, a
leading production
house, has partnered
with Nutmeg
Productions to make this
film, which will be a psy-
chological thriller.

Aishwarya, who is
very popular in South
cinema, has already fea-
tured in a Hindi movie
called 'Daddy'. Samrat
Chakraborty, who has
penned films like 'Ludo',
'Jagga Jasoos' and
'Chhatrasal' is to direct
the film, which will also
feature actors
S a m y u k t h a
Shanmuganathan, Vivek
Prasanna, Sai Janani
and Svar Kamble in sup-
porting roles.

"The psychological
thriller genre is current-
ly hot in India and we are
seeing a huge audience
base for this kind of cine-
ma that engages the
viewer from start to fin-
ish. We are delighted to
bring 'Manik' to the audi-
ence with its gripping
plot brought to life by the
stellar star cast under the
fantastic direction of the

very talented Samrat.
Can't wait for the world
to see this film," said
Endemol Shine India
CEO Rishi Negi.

"We are delighted to
partner Endemol Shine
India for our second film.
When Samrat narrated
the story, we were ex-
tremely excited about the
project. With the talented
and award winning ac-
tress Aishwarya Rajesh
on board, the project has
all the makings of an ex-
citing film which we are
looking forward to bring
to the audience," said
Nutmeg Productions Co-
Founder Varun
Tripuraneni.

Shooting for the film
will begin in Nainital
this month. The film is
set to release in 2023.

Aishwarya Rajesh's to
play lead in Tamil-Hindi

bilingual ‘Manik’

BB ollywood star Nushrratt Bharuccha has kick-started the

preparation for the next "Chhorii 2". Taking to social

media, Nushrratt shared a picture of herself reading the script of

"Chhorii 2". She shared a picture of her laptop and one can see

her kitten Noah hiding behind it too. She writes: "Noah is scared

too ??" "Chhorii" is directed by Vishal Furia and produced by

Bhushan Kumar, Krishan Kumar, Vikram Malhotra, Jack Davis,

Shikhaa Sharma and Shiv Chanana. A remake of the Marathi-

language film "Lapachhapi" (2017), the film features Nushrratt

in the lead role, alongside Mita Vashisht, Rajesh Jais and

Saurabh Goyal. The film premiered on Amazon Prime Video

on November 26, 2021. Her latest release is "Ram Setu"

starring Akshay Kumar.  eanwhile, she has an interest-

ing lineup of films like "Selfiee" alongside Akshay

Kumar and Emraan Hashmi.

Nushrratt
Bharuccha 
kickstarts preps
for 'Chhorii 2'

AA ctress Malavika Mohanan, who will next be

seen in director Pa Ranjith's eagerly awaited

film, 'Thangalaan', has penned an adorable birthday

wish for her younger brother Aditya Mohanan.

Taking to Instagram, the actress posted a picture of

herself with her brother and wrote: "To my not-so-

baby brother- It's amazing and inspiring to see the

kind of person you've grown up to be. "Full of so

much wonder, passion, sensitivity, curiosity, love

and talent. So much talent. I remember how

much we used to fight when we were kids, and

it was finally when we both became adults

that we started getting close. "You're my

favourite listener, my biggest cheerleader

(giving major competition to Amma), my

human Wikipedia, my comfort pillow in any

bad situation and... just mine. Plain old mine.

"Happy happy birthday you incredible boy. I

wish you everything and more that your

heart desires!" Several actors including

actor Vicky Kaushal also wished

Malavika's brother on the occasion.

Malavika is now working on

'Thangalaan', featuring actor Vikram

in the lead. The film, set in pre-

Independence era, has triggered

huge expectations.

Malavika
Mohanan
pens
adorable
birthday
wish for
brother

AA ctor Adivi

Sesh is back

with the sequel of

his successful film

'HIT'. His last film

'Major' was appre-

ciated by critics, as

well as pan-Indian

audience and was

a huge hit across

all regions. 'HIT 2'

teaser shows a

rather calm Sesh

playing the role of

a police officer in

the Homicide

Intervention Team,

in the typically

crime-free town of

Visakhapatnam.

Things take a turn

for the worse when

he comes across a

murder where a

woman is found

dead with her body

chopped into parts.

Powerful dialogues

like "where women

are worshipped,

there blossoms

divinity" and

"where women are

not worshiped, all

actions remain

unfruitful" make

the movie a highly

thrilling watch. It

is expected that

'HIT 2' might also

have a dubbed

Hindi version soon,

to comply with

fans' demands.
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Sydney, Nov 05 (PTI):

England rode on the ex-
perience of Ben Stokes as
they scampered their way
to the T20 World Cup semi-
finals with a four-wicket
win over Sri Lanka, the re-
sult ending reigning
champions and hosts
Australia’s campaign in
the tournament.

Sri Lankan opener
Pathum Nissanka gave
them an explosive start
with a 45-ball 67 but the
English bowlers roared
back to restrict them to a
modest 141 for eight.

Chasing a tricky target
on a dry SCG wicket, Alex
Hales (47; 30b) and skipper
Jos Buttler (28; 23b) pro-
duced a ruthless opening
partnership of 75 runs
from 45 balls.

From there, they just
needed 67 from 75 balls but
in no time, half of the
English side were down
with crafty spinner
Wanindu Hasaranga (2/23)
once again triggering a
collapse.

He dismissed the
English openers in addi-
tion of just seven runs, be-
fore the likes of
Dhananjaya de Silva (2/24)
and Lahiru Kumara (2/24)
got into the act.

With their designated
No. 3 Dawid Malan injured
(groin), England had a re-
jigged batting order and
looked shaky, needing 31
runs in 33 balls when
Moeen Ali became
Dhananjaya de Silva’s sec-

ond victim.
But English Test skip-

per Stokes, looking to find
form in this tournament,
held his nerves and closed
out the chase with a com-
posed 42 not out from 36
balls. He was associated in
a nervy 15-run partner-
ship with Chris Woakes.

After rain proved to be a
dampener in the
Australia-England clash at
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground earlier in the

Super 12, the Aussies
ended their group stage
campaign with seven
points, and their semifinal
hopes rested on a Lankan
win over the Englishmen.

England finished second
behind New Zealand in
Group 1 and will take on
the Group 2 toppers in the
last-four. The top three
teams in the group fin-
ished on seven points each
and Australia missed out
by the thinnest of mar-

gins. It was a rollicking
start for England as Hales
played the role of the ag-
gressor while Buttler took
time to settle down.
Gradually, the English
skipper also got into the
act as he smashed the wily
Hasaranga for consecutive
fours and a six.

Earlier, Nissanka pro-
vided the perfect start as
he blazed his way to a 33-
ball fifty after his team
elected to bat.

The stylish opener took
the English attack to the
cleaners and slammed five
sixes and two fours, but
leg-spinner Adil Rashid (4-
0-16-1) brilliantly turned it
around by taking his
maiden wicket of the tour-
nament in the form of
Nissanka.

Seamer Sam Curran (4-
0-27-1) also bowled a tidy
spell in the middle overs
as Sri Lanka, who were
going at over eight runs
an over at the halfway
mark, faltered in the back-
end. The lack of power-
hitters cost the Lankans
dear as boundaries dried
up, and they could man-
age just 25 runs in the last
five overs, a phase where
they also lost five wickets.

Brief Score:

Sri Lanka: 141 for 8 in 20
overs (Pathum Nissanka
67; Mark Wood 3/26).

England: 144 for 6 in
19.4 overs (Alex Hales 47,
Ben Stokes 42; Wanindu
Hasaranga 2/23,
Dhananjaya de Silva
2/24).

England beat Sri Lanka, make 
semifinals at expense of hosts Australia

England’s Ben Stokes (L) celebrates after teammate
Chris Woakes hit the winning runs during the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
England and Sri Lanka at the Sydney Cricket Ground
(SCG) on November 5.

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

Skipper Rohit Sharma
will look to feast on a
Zimbabwe bowling attack
in his bid to play an in-
nings that is long overdue
in a must-win game of
the T20 World Cup here
on Sunday.

With Virat Kohli in im-
perious form and other
top-order batters such as
KL Rahul and
Suryakumar Yadav also
playing impactful knocks
each, the Indian captain
(74 runs in 4 games) is in
line to play one of his lit-
tle gems on a ground
where he has scored mul-
tiple white ball hundreds.

Rohit has been playing
some good shots but save
the game against the
Netherlands, he hasn’t
fired much in other
games. He is too good a
player to not get those
booming sixes going his
way. Exactly two weeks
back, the MCG witnessed
an epic Indo-Pak clash
and an innings of a life-
time from Kohli but the
match against Zimbabwe
is no less important as a
victory will clear the
pathway to the last four
stage.

In that context, the
match against Zimbabwe
is a must-win game for
the Indian team, which is
runaway favourites to
pummel Regis

Chakabva’s side whose
campaign started in style
but tapered off towards
the end.

Zimbabwe’s batting
hasn’t exactly fired and
against the current
Indian attack, it would be
difficult for them to put
up a stellar show as
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Arshdeep Singh and
Mohammed Shami have
been on the money.

The only man in the
Indian bowling attack,
who would expect to put
up a batter show than he
has done so far is R
Ashwin, who has been

steady but not extra-ordi-
nary. A win will put India
in pole position of group
2 but a loss might pave
the way for Pakistan, who
will go through to the
semifinals if they beat
Bangladesh in their last
super 12 match with bet-
ter net run-rate.

South Africa, who are
currently placed in sec-
ond position with five
points, will also make it
with a win against the
Netherlands but if they
lose and Pakistan win
then the latter alongwith
India will go through to
the final four. If India fin-

ish at the top then they
will face England in the
semifinals.

With Craig Ervine,
Sean Ervine, Ryan Burl
and Sean Williams in the
Zimbabwean batting line-
up, there is a possibility
that team management
might once again use
Deepak Hooda in the line-
up like the Proteas game.

However, the biggest
threat for India will be
Pakistan born Sikandar
Raza, who is in the midst
of a dream 2022 season
and would like to finish
the tournament on a
high.

Skipper Rohit and team
ready to fire on all cylinders

India’s Virat

Kohli (R) hands

a bat to 

teammate

Hardik Pandya

during a net

practice 

session at

Melbourne

Cricket Ground

(MCG) in

Melbourne on

November 5, on

the eve of their

ICC men’s

Twenty20 World

Cup 2022 

cricket match

against

Zimbabwe.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 05 (PTI):

India dished out an im-
pressive brand of attack-
ing hockey after trailing
1-3 at one stage to thrash
New Zealand 7-4 in a
high-scoring thriller in
the FIH Men’s Pro
League here.

The home side, who
had beaten the same op-
ponents 4-3 in the first
leg on October 28, strug-
gled in the first 15 min-
utes by conceding three
goals but turned the
match on its hand as they
struck two goals each in
the next three quarters.

New Zealand dominat-
ed the first quarter but
later withered under
India’s incessant on-
slaught as they could
score just one goal in the
next three 15-minute pe-
riods.

Captain Harmanpreet
Singh (7th and 19th
minute; both PCs),
Karthi Selvam (17th and
38th), Raj Kumar Pal
(31st), Sukhjeet Singh

(50th) and Jugraj Singh
(53rd) scored for India.

For New Zealand,
Simon Child (2nd), Sam
Lane (9th), Smith Jake
(14th) and Nic Woods
(54th) were the scorers.

India got 11 penalty
corners in the match
from which three were
converted.

In the final analysis, it
was a dominating per-

formance by the Indians
who produced a fine at-
tacking hockey with 29
circle penetrations as
against 13 by New
Zealand. India also had
56 per cent ball posses-
sion and 12 shots at oppo-
sition goal as against six
of the visiting team.

India head coach
Graham Reid had talked
about defensive lapses in

the earlier two matches
of the season and on
Friday also, the home
side committed blunders
to concede three goals in
the first 15 minutes
though they pulled one
back in that period.

India play Spain here
on Sunday in their sec-
ond leg match. India had
lost 2-3 to the European
side on October 30.

Rampaging India thrash New
Zealand 7-4 in FIH Men’s Pro League

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

A relaxed Virat Kohli
celebrated his 34th birth-
day at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground with the Indian
media and expressed a
not-so-secret birthday
wish — to cut an even big-
ger cake on November 13
night, after winning the
T20 World Cup for India.
As he walked up the stairs
of the MCG gallery, Kohli
sported a smile, shook
hands with everyone who
wished him. “Aapne kabhi
sarvajanik tarikhe se apna
janamdin manaya hai
Virat? (Did you ever cele-
brate your birthday with
the media Virat?” a senior
journalist enquired.

“Aap logon ne pahle toh
kabhi mujhe janamdin pe
cake bheja bhi naahin
(You people never sent me
a cake on my birthdays),”
he said with a beaming
smile. He was asked to give
a speech and the wry smile
was back. “I am not an-
swering any questions,”
he said and on the media’s

demand. “It’s nice to cut a
cake at the MCG.
Preferably, I would have
liked to cut one cake,” he
smiled and you knew what
he was talking about.

Next Sunday is the T20
World Cup final, and what
Kohli would like to cut is a

celebratory cake after win-
ning the final for India.
India had just finished
their net session and Kohli
had a good half an hour
batting session , facing the
net bowlers along with
Harshal Patel, Yuzvendra
Chahal and Mohammed

Siraj. Ravichandran
Ashwin had informed
during his media interac-
tion that the former cap-
tain did cut a cake in the
dressing room. “Yeah, we
got a cake. Rishabh had it.
Just before we came for
practice, yes,” Ashwin

had said in jest when
asked about how the team
is celebrating. Credit to
the Indian team’s media
wing and the ICC that
when a request was made
if Kohli would come for a
small celebration with the
Indian media contingent,
they readily agreed. One
of the travelling journal-
ists got a cake and another
senior scribe presented
him with a special paint-
ing bought from Jaipur of
a Rajasthani ‘King’. A
King’s potrait for ‘King
Kohli’.

“Bhai badi acchi cake
hain, kisne laya hain
(Brother, it’s a nice cake,
who got it?” he enquired
and thanked the reporter
who had arranged it in
quick time. “Thank you,
it’s very tasty.” Someone
requested for a group
photo and he immediately
agreed. The jostling to
stand right next to the
man of the hour and be
relevant was there to be
seen, as he patiently wait-
ed for the photo journal-
ists to take pictures.

Preferably I would have liked to cut one cake: Kohli

Cricketer
Virat Kohli and
Indian cricket
team’s  mental 

conditioning coach
Paddy Upton dur-
ing their birthday 

celebrations, 
in Australia,

Saturday, Nov. 5.

Paris, Nov 05 (AP):

Novak Djokovic stayed
on course for a record-ex-
tending seventh Paris
Masters title by dispatch-
ing Lorenzo Musetti 6-0, 6-
3 in the quarterfinals.
Djokovic, who has titles in
Israel and Kazakhstan this
season, is chasing a
record-extending 39th
Masters title. Musetti
caused Djokovic problems
in the French Open fourth
round last year, leading by
two sets before retiring in
the fifth. Not this time, as
the sixth-seeded Serb bull-
dozed the first set in 24
minutes against the un-
seeded Italian. They
swapped breaks at the
start of the second set as
Musetti briefly rallied for
2-2. Serving for the match,
Djokovic held to love and
clinched victory when
Musettei swiped a wild
forehand into the net.
Djokovic next faces
Stefanos Tsitsipas after

the fifth-seeded Greek won
6-2, 6-4 against unseeded
American Tommy Paul,
who knocked out Rafael
Nadal in the second round.

Djokovic leads Tsitsipas
8-2, with the past three of
Djokovic’s seven straight
wins all coming in finals
including a five-set thriller
at last year’s French Open,
where Djokovic rallied
from two sets down.

Earlier, top-ranked Carlos
Alcaraz was stopped by
unseeded Holger Rune of
Denmark, who reached his
first semis at Masters
level.

In a match pitting 19-
year-old former junior
doubles partners, Rune
was leading 6-3, 6-6 and 3-1
in the tiebreaker when the
U.S. Open champion
Alcaraz retired, a few min-
utes after having treat-
ment on an abdominal
muscle at the changeover.

“I thought it was a great
match. Unlucky for him,”
Rune said. “We both
played very well and I was
super focused. It was an
amazing crowd, amazing
tennis, so I’m super
pleased with how I han-
dled everything.”

Rune, who won both of
his career titles this year,
next faces eighth-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime. He
beat No. 16 Frances Tiafoe
6-1, 6-4 to stay on track for
a fourth straight title.

Djokovic and Tsitsipas
reach Paris semis

Melbourne, Nov 05 (PTI):

India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin is
thorough with his process-
es and doesn’t want  to de-
pend too much on match-
ups, which has become a
vogue in T20 cricket.

India’s head coach
Rahul Dravid is a firm be-
liever in match-ups and
Men In Blue of late has
been more of a data driven
unit under the former
India captain. “I don’t
think players innately
have to necessarily believe
in matchups, but I think
it’s an area that teams and
tactical edges are happen-
ing around,” Ashwin said
during the pre-match
press conference.

Match-Ups are a concept
where based on data a
team decides as to which
bowler has a distinct edge
over a particular batter or
which batter at a particu-
lar time of the game is
more useful. “I think it’s

safe to say that one end of
the spectrum is to plan for
all those things (match-
ups), but as a bowler you
need to constantly bowl to
a lot of batters,” he said.
Ashwin doesn’t believe
that one particular bowler
should bowl to one partic-
ular batter. “I think it is a
feature that’s existing, and
it is definitely being devel-
oped.

Don’t think players
innately need to believe
in match-ups: Ashwin

Saarbrucken, Nov 05 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth oust-
ed world no. 7 Jonatan
Christie in the men’s sin-
gles quarterfinals of the
Hylo Open Super 300
here to stay on course for
his first title in five
years.

The Indian world num-
ber 11, who last won a
title way back in 2017,

dispatched the
Indonesian 21-13 21-19 in
39 minutes to extend his
head-to-head count to 6-5.

Srikanth, who had
clinched a historic silver
at the 2021 World
Championships, will face
world no. 6 Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting in the
semifinals later on
Saturday. Anthony has a
3-2 head-to-head count
against the Indian.

Srikanth sails into
Hylo Open semifinals

Rahul Gandhi booked
for unauthorised 

use of KGF-2 music

Bengaluru, Nov 05 (PTI):
A case has been registered
against three senior
Congress leaders including
Rahul Gandhi for alleged
unauthorised usage of the
music from the blockbuster
Kannada film 'KGF-2' during
the party's 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra'. The FIR was regis-
tered in the Yashwanthpur
police station on Friday
under the provisions of
Copyright Act, the
Information Technology Act
and the Indian Penal Code
against Gandhi, Jairam
Ramesh and Supriya for
using KGF-2 music for the
ongoing Bharat Jodo Yatra,
led by Rahul Gandhi on a
complaint lodged by M
Naveen Kumar, who man-
ages MRT music.

Kangra, Nov 05 (PTI): 

Battle lines have
been drawn in poll-
bound Himachal
Pradesh's Kangra
Assembly constituen-
cy but political lines
have blurred with

parties fielding turncoats.
Among the six candidates
in the fray is the BJP's
Pawan Kumar Kajal, who
won the 2017 elections from
Kangra on Congress ticket.
He joined the BJP in
August with Congress
MLA from Nalagarh
Lakhivinder Rana.

Kajal is pitted against
Congress nominee
Surinder Kumar Kaku,
who returned to the party
in September after a three-

year stint in the BJP.
Kangra is one of the five
constituencies in the
Kangra district, where the
BJP is facing a rebellion
due to the allocation of
tickets to turncoats. The
district sends 15 legislators
to the 68-member Assembly.

Kajal, 48, however, said
he has the support of
local BJP workers and
they are working for
'Mission Repeat' -- repeat-
ing the party's govern-
ment in the hill state.
National leaders of the
BJP are also campaigning
for Kajal. Congress' Kaku
alleged Kajal jumped ship
to avoid facing a probe
amid allegations of cor-
ruption against him.
There has been no devel-

opment in Kangra in the
last 10 years, the
Congress nominee
claimed. "Unemployment
is the biggest issue here.
People here also want the
Old Pension Scheme to
be restored. "There is a
need for a new market
yard for farmers and an
engineering college
should also be opened in
the area," he said.

Aam Aadmi Party's
(AAP) Raj Kumar and BJP
rebel Kulbhash Chand
Chaudhary are also in the
race. A four-time pradhan
of panchayat Jogipur, 68-
year-old Kumar said vot-
ers are looking for a
change. "Voters are very
smart. They want to get all
the facilities that the people
of Delhi and Punjab are
getting. We (AAP) have im-
plemented the Old Pension
Scheme in Punjab and will
implement it here also," he
said. Chaudhary is contest-
ing as an Independent and
exhorting voters to reject
turncoats in the elections.

Bargarh (Odisha), Nov 05 (PTI): 

The famed 'Dhanu Yatra'
here, known to be the
world's largest open-air
theatre, turns 75 this year
and one of its kind contest
is being keenly fought for
the role of the demon king
Kansa of Mahabharata as
57 actors have applied for
it. Gopal Sahoo, an Odisha
police officer who played
the role of the tyrannical
maternal uncle of Lord
Krishna for as many as 23
years, bows out this year as
he turns 60.

A man of large physique
and a stentorian voice, he is
famous across the state for
his acting in 'Dhanu Yatra'.
Two other actors in the fes-
tival too have reached the
age of superannuation and
will be replaced, the Dhanu
Yatra Mahotsav Committee

said. There are aspirants
for other roles too in the fes-

tival. In fact, a record 223
actors are vying for roles in

the 11-day festival that is set
to begin on December 27
after a gap of two years of
the COVID-19 pandemic, it
said. The 'Dhanu Yatra',
which marks the victory of
good over evil, came into
existence in this west
Odisha town in 1947-48 to
celebrate the country's
Independence and is held
annually since then.

Among the applicants
this time, 22 have applied to
play the role of
Mahamantri Vidur, four for
Satyaki, 17 for Akrura, 14
for Lord Narada, seven for
Ugrasen, the father of King
Kansa, eight for the role of
Devaki, Lord Krishna's bio-
logical mother, and 17 for
his father Vasudev. The se-
lection of the actor for
playing King Kansa will be
held on November 10,
while those for the other

roles will be held on that
day and also on November
7 and 9, said Mirdha Toppo,
the additional district mag-
istrate of Bargarh. The
artistes will be selected by
a jury on the basis of their
demo performance at the
Town Hall here.

The importance of the
role of King Kansa in
Dhanu Yatra' is that during
its duration of 11 days he
rules the town, which then
is transformed into his cap-
ital Mathura and its resi-
dents become his obedient
subjects. For an actor, the
lure of a role in 'Dhanu
Yatra' is due to its populari-
ty in the state and among
tourists and the opulence
of the programme.
Prabhas Tripathi, an
artiste, said the reason for
his interest for a role in
Dhanu Yatra' is because it

provides "a chance to act in
the open theatre". "Though
I do not have much experi-
ence, I hope that I get a
role," he said.

The plays in 'Dhanu
Yatra' festival start with
the dethroning of Emperor
Ugrasen of Mathura by the
angry Prince Kansa over
the marriage of his sister
Devaki with Vasudev and
end with the death of
Kansa and restoration of
the throne to Ugrasen.
There is, however, no writ-
ten script. The entire
drama is based on
'Harivamsa Purana' which
chronicles the early life of
Lord Krishna.

As Bargarh becomes
King Kansa's Mathura,
Amapali, located about
eight km away, becomes
Gopapura, where Lord
Krishna is said to have

spent his childhood. The
Jeera river which flows be-
tween the two places be-
comes the Yamuna river.

The rule of Kansa, his
death and the exploits of
Lord Krishna are enacted
in 14 places across the area
during the 11 days of the
open-air festival.
Politicians and govern-
ment officers get sucked
into the show as the rule of
King Kansa holds sway
during the duration of
'Dhanu Yatra'.

Once in the early 1990s,
Kansa had summoned the
then chief minister Biju
Patnaik to present himself
at his durbar. Patnaik had
sportingly flown down
from Bhubaneswar in a
chopper to Bargarh to ap-
pear before the 'king' and to
discuss the 'issues of the
kingdom'.

New Delhi, Nov 05: (PTI): 

Four out of every five
families in Delhi-NCR
have claimed to have ex-
perienced pollution-relat-
ed ailments in the last
few weeks, according to a
survey. Meanwhile, 18
per cent of the total
19,000 people surveyed by
LocalCircles have al-
ready visited a doctor.

The survey also found
that 80 per cent of the
surveyed families have at
least one member who is
experiencing some kind
of respiratory problem
due to air pollution.

The responses were
sought from the residents
of Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Gurugram
and Faridabad with 63
per cent of respondents

being male.
"Four in five Delhi-

NCR (National Capital
Region) families sur-
veyed have someone ex-
periencing pollution-re-
lated ailments: 18 per
cent have already visited
a doctor or a hospital,"
the survey mentioned.

Answering the ques-
tion on the nature of the
ailment, 80 per cent fami-
lies said their members
are "facing multiple is-
sues due to the pollu-
tion", while 7 per cent de-
nied having any issue at
all due to the pollution.

Meanwhile, 13 per cent
were said to be unaffect-
ed by air pollution as
they are not living in
Delhi-NCR at the time.

In effect, to avoid the
impact of air pollution,

some have temporarily
moved out of the nation-
al capital region, while
the majority of those re-
maining are paying a
price court ill health.

When a similar ques-
tion was asked five days
after Diwali, 70 per cent
citizens had complained
that someone in their
family was experiencing
the same pollution-relat-
ed illness.

This number has risen
by 10 per cent in a matter
of five days, during
which 13 per cent of the
respondents have left
Delhi-NCR temporarily.

LocalCircles is a com-
munity social media plat-
form that holds surveys
on issues of governance,
public and consumer in-
terest.

Shimla, Nov 05 (PTI): 

India's first voter Shyam
Saran Negi died on
Saturday morning at his
residence in Himachal
Pradesh's Kinnaur. He was
106. On November 2, Negi
had cast his vote for the
state's Assembly polls
through postal ballot, the
Election Commission said.

Expressing his condo-
lences at a poll rally in
Mandi district's
Sundarnagar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said, "I learnt about the
death of Shyam Saran
Negi when I was leaving
from New Delhi in the
morning. The 106-year-old
had voted more than 30
times in his life.

"Just a few days ago,
Negi had cast his vote
through postal ballot for

the Himachal Pradesh
polls. Even before his de-
mise, he discharged his
duty," Modi said, adding
Negi's outlook towards
democracy will inspire the
country's youth.

"With a heavy heart, I
bow my head to pay hom-
age and express my deep-
est condolences to his kin,"
the prime minister said.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur also took to
Twitter to condole the
death. "I am pained to
learn about the passing
away of India's first voter
Shyam Saran Negi.

Adhering to his duty, he
cast his vote for the 34th
time on November 2
though postal ballot. This
thought will always make
me emotional," he said.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Electoral Officer Maneesh

Garg said Negi was also
the brand ambassador for
the Election Commission.

An EC spokesperson
called him as a "man with
exceptional faith in democ-
racy". "He inspired mil-
lions to vote, even before
his demise, he voted for
Himachal Pradesh
Assembly Elections 2022
through postal ballot on
November 2, 2022," the poll
panel said on Twitter.

The BJP and Congress,
too, condoled Negi's death.

"The BJP expresses deep
sadness and condolences
on the demise of independ-
ent India's first voter
Shyam Saran Negi. May
God grant peace to the de-
parted soul," the party said
on its Twitter handle.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi wrote, "The demise
of India's first voter Shyam

Saran Negi is a sad news.
He has seen the country
take its first breath in a
free sky and held on to the
strings of democracy till
his last breath. Negi will al-
ways remind us of our obli-
gation towards the nation."

Congress national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
too, said he was pained to
hear the news. "The best
example of his unwavering
devotion towards democra-
cy is that he cast his vote
for the 34th time on
November 2. My condo-
lences to the departed
soul," Kharge said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said Negi gave a unique ex-
ample of his duty towards
democracy by voting in
every election. "His consci-
entious will always inspire
us," she said.

Selfish groups conspiring
to divide society: PM

Solan (HP), Nov 05 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday cautioned the peo-
ple of Himachal Pradesh
against "selfish groups",
saying they call themselves
'kattar imaandaar (very
honest)' but are the most
corrupt and conspire to di-
vide the society.

His remarks were seen by
many as an attack on the
Aam Aadmi Party which
often describes itself as
'kattar imaandaar' and is
also in the fray along with
the Congress to challenge
the BJP in the hill state.
Attacking the grand old
party, he alleged that the
Congress means a "guaran-
tee" of corruption, selfish
politics and nepotism.

The BJP's work and re-
solve are strong while in
the Congress there is uncer-
tainty, indecisiveness and
anarchy, Modi said.
Himachal Pradesh needs a
BJP government as that
will provide stability to it,
he asserted. Elections to the
68-member Himachal
Pradesh assembly will be
held on November 12 and
counting of votes will take
place on December 8.

"For three decades there
was instability in Delhi,
governments came and
went, thousands of crores
of rupees were wasted in
elections that happened re-
peatedly. People then decid-
ed that only a stable govern-
ment can change the for-
tunes of the country and in
2014, people voted for a sta-

ble government and we also
left no stone unturned to
fulfill people's aspirations,"
Modi said. He said small
states have had a history of
unstable governments but
now many of these states
are looking at stable gov-
ernments and the BJP is
being re-elected, he said, cit-
ing the example of Uttarak-
hand and Goa. During the
Congress rule, many selfish
and vested interest groups
emerged who wanted to see
instability in the country
and states like Himachal
Pradesh, he claimed.

"For this reason they stop
a stable government from
coming to power. Small
states have always been tar-
geted by these selfish
groups. They make false
promises, win a few seats

and work for their own in-
terests. They call them-
selves 'kattar imaandaar
(very honest)' but they are
the most corrupt and con-
spire to divide society,"
Modi said.

Himachal Pradesh
should be beware of such
groups, he cautioned. Solan
with such big response has
given a message that
Himachal Pradesh will
again have 'double engine'
government of the BJP, he
said. "You need not remem-
ber the BJP candidate, only
remember the symbol of
'Lotus' when you go to cast
your vote. I've come to you
with 'Lotus', wherever you
see the symbol of 'Lotus'
that means it's the BJP and
that Modi ji has come to
you," Modi said.

In Bharat Jodo Yatra
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Graduating students during the 53rd Annual Convocation of IIT in Delhi.

IIT CONVOCATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives at Sundar Nagar in Mandi district.

ELECTION CAMPAIGN

Political lines blur in Kangra
as parties bank on turncoats

‘Air pollution hits 4 in 5
Delhi-NCR families’

Local Circles Survey

Dhanu Yatra’ turns 75, keen contest for King Kansa’s role

Artists during ‘Dhanu Yatra’, an annual drama-based open
air theatrical performance in Bargarh.
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