
New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar has writ-
ten to the Delhi Lt.
Governor alleging that
AAP leader Satyendar Jain
'extorted' Rs 10 crore from
him in 2019 to ensure his
safety in prison, his lawyer
said on Tuesday.

The letter written by
Chandrashekhar, who is
lodged in Mandoli jail here,
on October 7 was submit-
ted to LG V K Saxena on
October 8 by his advocate
Ashok K Singh.

Rubbishing the allega-
tions, Delhi Chief Minister
and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal said it was an at-
tempt to divert attention
from the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident in Gujarat.

The letter alleged that
more than Rs 50 crore was
given to the AAP for giving
Chandrashekhar an impor-
tant post in the party in
South Zone, and also to
help him get nominated to
the Rajya Sabha.

Chandrashekhar alleged
that after his arrest in 2017
in the 'two leaf symbol cor-
ruption case' he was lodged
in Tihar Jail and was visit-
ed by Jain, who held the
portfolio of Jail ministry,
asking him if he had dis-
closed anything to the
probe agency related to his
contribution to AAP.
"Thereafter in 2019 again I
was visited by Satyendar
Jain and his secretary and
his close friend Sushil in

jail, asking me to pay Rs
two crore every month to
him as protection money to
live safely in jail, and to get
even basic facilities," he al-
leged.

Jain "asked me to pay Rs
1.50 crore to DG prison
Sandeep Goel, who, he
said, was a loyal associate
of his. He forced me to pay
and an amount of Rs 10
crore was 'extorted' from
me through constant pres-
sure in a matter of two-
three months," he alleged.

He claimed the the
amounts were collected in
Kolkata through Jain's as-
sociate. "Hence a total
amount of Rs 10 crore was
paid to Satyendar Jain, and
Rs 12.50 crore to DG prison
Sandeep Goel," the letter al-
leged, adding that

Chandrashekhar had given
this information to the ED.

There was no immediate
reaction available from
Goel to the allegations.

Chandrasekhar further
said that he also filed a pe-
tition before the Delhi High
Court seeking a CBI in-
quiry, and the court has is-
sued notice and the matter
is scheduled for hearing
next month.

"As now Jain is lodged in
Tihar, he is been threaten-
ing me through DG Prison
and the jail administra-
tion, asking me to with-
draw the complaint filed in
the high court, and I have
been severally harassed
and threatened," he al-
leged, urging the LG to di-
rect the probe agencies to
investigate the matter.

Declare
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday announced its
eighth list of 22 candi-
dates for the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly polls,
taking the number of con-
testants declared so far
to 108. The AAP is the
only party in poll-bound
Gujarat which has
declared more than 100
candidates so far.

Explosion 
JJaallnnaa:: At least six workers
were injured after a boiler
exploded at a steel rod
manufacturing plant in cen-
tral Maharashtra's Jalna dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.
Three of them were in criti-
cal condition, officials said.
A boiler exploded and hot
molten iron fell on workers
at Geetai Steel Company
located in Maharashtra
Industrial Development
Corporation (MIDC) area
near Jalna, they said.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: A 30-year-old man
was arrested on Tuesday
when he was trying to
deliver charas worth Rs 86
lakh in Wadala area of
Mumbai, police said. The
accused works as a private
cab driver. He was inter-
cepted when he reached a
spot in Deen Bandhu Nagar
on his motorcycle on
Monday night to deliver 17
kg high-quality charas, a
police official said.

Opened
BBaarriippaaddaa:: The Similipal
National Park in Odisha's
Mayurbhanj district was
opened for tourists on
Tuesday after remaining
closed for five months
due to monsoon, an offi-
cial said. The park was
closed to tourists from
June 16. Similipal, spread
over 2750 square kilome-
tres is one of the largest
Tiger Reserves in India.

BRIEF

Fire Brigade personnel try to
evacuate people after a fire

broke out in a plastic factory in
the Narela Industrial area, in

New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Morbi (Gujarat), Nov 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said a "detailed
and extensive" inquiry to
identify all aspects relat-
ing to the Morbi bridge
collapse tragedy is the
need of the hour, as he
chaired a high-level meet-
ing here to review the sit-
uation.

He asserted that key
learnings from the in-
quiry must be implement-
ed at the earliest, officials
said.

Authorities must stay
in touch with the affected
families and ensure that
they receive all possible

help in this tragic hour, he
said after he was briefed
on the rescue operation
and the assistance provid-
ed to the affected families.

Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and
Gujarat's Home Minister
Harsh Sanghavi, who
holds the rank of minis-
ter of state, were among
those who attended the
meeting.

Earlier, Modi visited the
site of the bridge collapse
and also went to the local
hospital where the in-
jured are recovering. He
also interacted with those
involved in rescue and re-
lief work and lauded their
efforts.

Raipur, Nov 01: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday said the
wrong concept of develop-
ment has become a threat to
nature and the rights of trib-
als.

Speaking at the inaugural
function of the three-day
'National Tribal Dance
Festival' and Rajyotsav (state-
hood) 2022 celebration at the
Government Science College
ground in Raipur, Baghel said
the festival is aimed at protect-
ing the age-old traditions and
rights of tribals and promot-
ing it across the world.

Chhattisgarh came into ex-
istence on November 1, 2000
after the bifurcation of
Madhya Pradesh. The
Chhattisgarh Sarva Adivasi
Samaj (CSAS), an umbrella
organisation of 42 tribal com-
munities of the state, had an-
nounced a boycott of the
dance festival accusing the
government of failing to pro-
tect their reservation rights.

The CM said 1,500 tribal
artists from India and 10 other
countries - Mozambique,
Mongolia, Tongo, Russia,
Indonesia, Maldives, Serbia,
New Zealand, Rwanda and
Egypt - will participate in the
third edition of the national
tribal dance fest.He welcomed
all the participants to the festi-
val and extended his greetings
to the people of Chhattisgarh

on the statehood day. "The
changing times have brought
a transformation to people's
lifestyle. Today, our thinking
of development has been di-
vided into two ways. In one
way of thinking, our primi-
tive values persist even today,
while the other way which
calls itself modern has be-
come an enemy of our na-
ture," Baghel said.

Raipur, Nov 01: 

In light of the protest
against clearance given to
coal mines in the biodiver-
sity-rich Hasdeo Arand re-
gion, the Chhattisgarh
government has urged the
Centre to cancel the ap-
proval for diversion of for-
est land for Parsa opencast
coal mine in the area, an
official said on Tuesday.

In a letter to the director
general of forests, Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change on Monday, the
state forest department
sought to cancel the ap-
proval of non-forestry use
of 841.548 hectare of forest
land for Parsa coal mine
allotted to Rajasthan

Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), the official
said.

The letter stated that the
widespread public protest
in Hasdeo Arand Coalfield
has resulted in a law and
order situation.

"Keeping in view the
protest, law and order and
public interest, please take
appropriate action to can-
cel the diversion (of forest
land) approval issued for
the Parsa mine project,"
KP Rajput, under
Secretary of state forest
and climate change de-
partment, said in the let-
ter. Notably, the state gov-
ernment had granted per-
mission for non-forestry
use of 841.548 hectare of

forest land for the Parsa
mine (Surguja and
Surajpur districts) and

1,136.328 hectares for
PEKKB phase-II mine
(Surguja), allotted to
RRVUNL, after Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot met his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel here in
March, seeking to clear
hurdles in the develop-
ment of the coal blocks al-
lotted to the former's state.

Another coal block,
Kente extension allotted to
RRVUNL in the same
Hasdeo Arand region, is
pending for public hear-
ing.

Locals under the banner
of Hasdeo Arand Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti have
been protesting against al-
lotment of these mines for
the last several months.

Greater Noida, Nov 01 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu has appealed to
scientists, town planners
and innovators to try to de-
velop techniques that help
conserve water resources,
noting that technology can
play a key role in ensuring
India's water security.

Speaking at the seventh
edition of the India Water
Week, Murmu said provid-
ing clean water is a big
challenge which requires
cooperation from all sec-
tions of the society. "There
will be a need to effectively
conserve water to meet the
demands of our future
generation and technology
will play an important role
in it. Hence, it is my appeal
to scientists, town plan-

ners and innovators that
they try to develop tech-
niques for conservation of
water resources," she said.

She also appealed to the

common people, farmers,
industrialists and espe-
cially children to make
water conservation a part
of their ethics.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said the pleas against
the practice of political parties
promising pre-election free-
bies will be heard "in entirety"
by a three-judge bench.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justice Bela M Trivedi said it
was sitting in a combination of
two and according to a refer-
ence order on the matter, it
should go before a bench of
three judges for disposal.
"Once there is a reference
order that the matter has to
be heard by a three judges
bench then it will be heard by
a three judges bench," the CJI
said, adding the judicial
records be placed before the
Chief Justice in his administra-

tive capacity for listing these
cases before an appropriate
bench.
Considering the nature of the
controversy and submissions
made by the parties in the ear-
lier hearings, the matter
would be listed as early as
possible, the bench said.
Ashwini Upadhayay, one of the
PIL petitioners, said the mat-
ter has to be heard by a larger
bench with an aim to examine
the earlier judgement in the
Subramaniam Balaji case.
The lawyer also suggested
that a committee of experts
be set up to control irrational
freebies in larger public inter-
est and to ensure free and fair
election and suggested that
the Chief Election
Commissioner be made head
of the panel.

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Tuesday granted bail to
former Maharashtra
home minister Anil
Deshmukh's son Salil
Deshmukh after he ap-
peared before it in connec-
tion with a money laun-
dering case.

A special court designat-
ed to hear cases related to
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
had in February issued a
summons to Salil
Deshmukh after the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) submitted its com-

plaint (charge sheet) in the
case. Salil Deshmukh, the
elder son of Anil
Deshmukh, was arraigned
as an accused in the case.

After appearing before
the court on Tuesday, Salil
Deshmukh filed an appli-
cation through his advo-
cate Aniket Nikam re-
questing the court to ac-
cept his appearance and
grant him bail.

The court accepted this
application and granted
bail. The application said
the accusations levelled
against Salil Deshmukh
were "absolutely unfound-
ed".

‘I bribed minister Satyendar Jain’
Rubbishing the allegations,
Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal
said it was an attempt to
divert attention from the
Morbi bridge collapse inci-
dent in Gujarat.

False allegations: AAP

Sukesh Chandrashekhar

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Anil Deshmukh’s
son granted bail

3-judge bench to hear pleas
against poll freebies: SC

MORBI BRIDGE TRAGEDY

‘Detailed probe need of hour’

PM Narendra Modi meets a victim injured the collapse of a 
suspension bridge over the Machchhu river, at Civil Hospital in
Morbi district, Tuesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday visited the Morbi bridge collapse site in Gujarat, met some of the injured persons

and held a meeting with local police and district officials. Officials briefed the prime minister about the rescue operations at

the site where 135 people were killed on Sunday when a British-era suspension bridge on the Machchhu river collapsed.

Before reaching the spot, the prime minister conducted an aerial survey of the location. Later he visited the hospital where

those injured in the incident are undergoing treatment. He spent around 15 minutes in the hospital and spoke with at least

six injured victims, officials said. "Prime Minister Modi met the victims and asked them about the incident with sympathy. He

also asked them about the treatment they received in the hospital," Gujarat health secretary Manoj Agarwal told reporters.

PM visits collapse site; speaks to survivors, officials

Nat’l Tribal Dance Event

‘Fest to protect traditions
and rights of tribals’

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel with Culture Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat and others during the inauguration of National Tribal
Dance Festival, in Raipur, Tuesday.

STATE GOVT TO CENTRE

‘Cancel forest clearance given for Parsa coal mine’

In a letter to the director
general of forests, Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
on Monday, the state forest
department sought to can-
cel the approval of non-
forestry use of 841.548
hectare of forest land for
Parsa coal mine allotted to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), the official said.
The letter stated that the
widespread public protest in
Hasdeo Arand Coalfield has
resulted in a law and order
situation.

What letter stated.....

PREZ TO SCIENTISTS

‘Develop techniques to conserve water’

President Droupadi Murmu being presented a memento by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during the inauguration of
the 7th India Water Week, in Greater Noida, Tuesday.

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0011:: The first RT
Ramachandran memorial inter-
school tennis ball cricket tourna-
ment organized by Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sec-X, was inaugurated
on Tuesday in the school premises.
Anish Kumar Bhatta, Ex-ED,
Materials Management, Bhilai
Steel Plant graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest. V
Ramachandran, President, SSES; S
Swaminathan, Secretary, SSES;
Venkatraman, Treasurer, SSES and
members of management graced
the occasion. The programme
started with lighting of the lamp
and garlanding the portrait of
Goddess Saraswati, His Holiness
Sri Sri Chandrasekharendra
Saraswathi Swamigal of Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam and Late RT
Ramachandran, Former President,
SSES and an international cricket
umpire. The school choir sang
Saraswati Vandana and State
Anthem on the occasion of
Chhattisgarh Foundation Day. The

trophies were unveiled by the dig-
nitaries. The Chief Guest, Anish
Kumar Bhatta declared the tourna-
ment open. Pigeons and balloons
were released to celebrate the
occasion. The atmosphere rever-
berated with firecrackers. 16
teams representing different
schools from the twin city of Durg-
Bhilai are participating in the tour-
nament. The inaugural match
was played between Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg and Shri
Shankaracharya Vidyalaya, Hudco,
Bhilai. In his address, Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal, SSV, wel-
comed the dignitaries and the
teams. He encouraged the players
to be filled with energy and vibran-
cy. V Ramachandran paid rich trib-
utes to Late RT Ramachandran and
wished for the success of the tour-
nament. S Swaminathan, in his
address, applauded the partici-
pants and coaches for their enthu-
siasm. Anish Kumar Bhatta, Chief
Guest, in his address congratulat-

ed the organisers for the tourna-
ment and wished all success. The

programme was ably compered by
Anita Verma.
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Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Paddy procurement was
launched in the entire dis-
trict on Tuesday. To exam-
ine the arrangements
made for the purchase of
paddy, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected the
Kuthrel and Anda commit-
tees on the first day. He
met farmers who had
come to sell paddy. The
Collector spoke to the
farmer Gaukaran Sahu in
Anda. Sahu said that this
time the government has
taken a very good decision
for the farmers. Due to the
commencement of paddy
purchase from November
1, the farmers who culti-
vated an early ripening va-
riety of paddy have got a
lot of relief. Earlier, due to
delayed procurement of
paddy, such farmers faced
problems. He added that

the token distribution sys-
tem was free and fair. He
got the opportunity to sell
the paddy on the very first
day. Sahu added that he
did not face any problem
and anticipated that the
crowd will increase in the
coming days. Gaukaran
opined that due to one
month’s extra time, there

will be no problem in lift-
ing of paddy and there will
be no overcrowding of
farmers at the committees.

The Collector also over-
saw the gunny bags. The
committee manager in
Kuthrel informed that a
sufficient number of
gunny bags are available.
The Collector said that all

gunny bags should be in
good condition and the
damaged bags should not
be used. The use of dam-
age bags causes a lot of
loss. He also saw the condi-
tion of gunny bags. The
Collector inspected the
weighing, measuring in-
struments, registers etc at
the paddy procurement
center and gave necessary
instructions regarding lift-
ing and stacking.

Instructions have been
given to provide special fa-
cilities for farmers in all
procurement centers in-
cluding arrangement of
drinking water etc along
with a convenient place for
them to sit.

In Kuthrel and Anda
committees, the Collector
inspected these facilities.
Collector also visited the
Savings Bank in Kuthrel
and interacted with the
farmers.

189 farmers sell 5739 quintals
of paddy on the first day

Collector inspects procurement centres, interacts with farmers

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Four miscreants on bike
distracted a man and de-
camped with cash Rs 2.70
lakh from his bike’s dickey
on Tuesday. One of the ac-
cused distracted 42-year-
old Mohammad Naseem
outside the SBI Branch sit-
uated in Station Road in
Durg.

In the meanwhile, his
accomplices broke the
dickey lock of Naseem’s
bike and burgled the cash.
All the accused escaped
from the spot after com-
mitting the crime. Police
examined the CCTV
footage and found that one
of the accused was arrest-
ed earlier also in connec-
tion with similar crimes.
He was recently released
from jail. Police have
launched search opera-
tions to trap the accused.

According to informa-
tion, the victim
Mohammad Naseem (42)
son of Mohammad Saleem
a resident of Ganjpara,

Durg had visited the SBI
Branch located on Station
Road in Durg to withdraw
some cash. He withdrew
Rs 2.70 lakh against a
cheque and came out from
the bank premises. He was

locking the cash in his
bike’s dickey when a man
approached and informed
Naseem that some curren-
cy notes fell from his bag
on the way.

Naseem got distracted
and walked back towards
the bank’s main gate. The
accused had dropped some
currency notes near a car
parked at the entrance of
the bank.

Naseem spotted the
notes and when he was
picking the dropped notes,
the accused burgled cash

from his bike’s dickey and
escaped.

On information, Police
team reached the spot and
examined the CCTV
footage. The entire inci-
dent was recorded on
CCTV. Police have identi-
fied one of the suspects as
Mallikarjun Pitla, a resi-
dent of Telangana, who
was earlier arrested in
connection with similar
offences.

The accused had dis-
tracted and stolen cash
from three persons in a
single day at Raipur after
which he was arrested by
Raipur Police. He had ap-
plied the same modus
operandi to steal cash
from the people outside
the banks in his previous
offences.

The accused was recent-
ly released from Raipur
Jail. Police have launched
search operations to trap
the accused. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava claimed
that the accused will be ar-
rested soon.

Man distracted: Rs 2.70 lakh 
stolen from bike’s dickey

Suspect caught on CCTV

Suspect’s photo 
in police records

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Christian College of
Engineering and
Technology (CCET) or-
ganized Alumni Meet at
the College campus on
October 29. The program
started with lighting of
lamps by all dignitaries,
followed by a welcome
speech by Principal Dr
Dipali Soren. Executive
Vice Chairman Rev Fr
Dr PS Varghese ad-
dressed the alumni. He
exhorted the students to
take career related guid-
ance from reputed
Alumnis and reminded
everyone to serve the so-
ciety in their given capa-
bilities and capacities.
“Man making Education
is a great Ancient Indian
concept, one should give
back to the society, else
he or she will be a loot-
er.” Kashish Shukla,

President of Alumni
Association in his presi-
dential address briefed
about the activities of
CCET alumni associa-
tion that was carried out
last year. He highlighted
that a strong Alumni is
the backbone of any col-
lege. The felicitation ad-
dress was delivered by
Secretary, Mushtaq Alam
The program was

adorned by cultural pre-
sentations by students
Ashish Saini, Arin
Malaki, Jailseen Sahota
and Sultana Khatun.
Alumni members also
shared their memories
with the audience.

Further, the business
session was conducted as
a post lunch program.
An interaction of the
current batches and

Alumni members were
organized which was
worthwhile. It has
helped the students to
know about life outside
the four walls of the col-
lege.

During the interactive
session, Alumnus gave
beneficial and valuable
advice to the current
batch students. They also
answered their queries.

Future plans were dis-
cussed and drafted for
the better execution for
the welfare of the stu-
dent community in
which a decision was
made to create meritori-
ous awards for toppers
and scholarships for fi-
nancially weaker stu-
dents from the next aca-
demic year.

All the Alumni mem-
bers were taken for cam-
pus tours to reminisce
their old days. The pro-
gram concluded with a
vote of thanks by Lincy
Mendonza, Asst Prof,
CSE and Staff Alumni
coordinator. Thereafter
group photos were taken.
The overall program was
coordinated and con-
ducted under the super-
vision of Staff Alumni
Coordinators Lincy
Mendonza and Richa
Sahu.

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In Charge, SAIL
BSP visited various de-
partments of the plant
which achieved records in
several parameters in
October 2022.

There have been a num-
ber of production records
created in November 2022.

Best ever monthly crude
steel production of 265530
Tonnes was recorded from
its Modex Unit, Steel
Melting Shop 3 in October
2022, surpassing previous
best of 260891 T in March
2022. The Plant’s Steel
Melting Shop 2 also
recorded the best ever
monthly production of 741
heats from Caster #6 as
against previous best of
713 heats achieved in the

month of September 2022.
Total tonnage from 741
heats was 88549.5 Tonnes.
The average tundish life
recorded was 25.5 heats as
against guaranteed life by
the supplier of 17 heats.

URM has achieved the
ever best monthly produc-
tion record in the month of
Oct’2022 by producing a
finished tonnage of 75,539
T, prime production of
71,125T, 260mtr panel pro-
duction of 4,576 Nos and
EUR-Rakes dispatch of 75

no’s surpassing the previ-
ous best of 70 rakes that
had been achieved in the
month of Sep’2022. Indian
Railways has also ensured
the timely availability of
260 mtr EUR rakes for
loading of panels.

In addition to this, URM
had made a record in the
month of Oct’2022 on
21.10.2022 by loading 242
nos. of 260 mtr- panels in
wagons, which is an ever-
best day record and sur-
passed the previous best of

240 panels on 26.12.2021.
Another Modex Unit,

the Bar & Rod Mill record-
ed best ever monthly pro-
duction of 78,924 T in Oct
2022, surpassing previous
best figures of 75212 T in
July 2022.

Plate mill created a
record by despatching
more than 9000 tonnes cre-
ating a daily record on
October 31, 2022.

Bhilai Steel Plant’s Blast
Furnaces have recorded
best ever monthly coal

dust injection rate of 138
kg/THM in Oct 2022, sur-
passing previous best CDI
rate of 111 kg/THM in
June 2022.

Director-in-Change of
the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta,
Anjani Kumar, ED (W) of
BSP and other senior offi-
cers visited the Plant, and
congratulated the teams
on their excellent perform-
ance.

Dasgupta exhorted
them to strive for newer
heights but to maintain
technological discipline
and ensure safety at all
times. This feat has been
achieved with the help of
associated departments
like PPC, RCL, INCOS,
Traffic, C&IT and
Instrumentation along
with other allied agencies.

Dasgupta visits departments creating new production records

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

The initiative of main-
taining cleanliness in one
of the areas of SAIL-BSP’s
SP-2 department under
Special Swachhta cam-
paign 2.0 was undertaken
by the Personnel
Department and commu-
nicated the same to Acting

HoD of SP-2 department
on October 28 for identify-
ing the date/location for
carrying out the task.

Jagendra Kumar, Acting
HoD along with Umesh
Oudhia, GM of the depart-
ment promptly came for-
ward for execution of this
task. They identified the
location and coordinated

other officials & con-
cerned workers for execu-
tion of the task at the iden-
tified spot on 29/10/2022.

The task and location
identified was removing
the Spillage Material near
Junction House of SP-2 on
29/10/2022. The team was
led by Anup Kumar Dutta,
CGM(SPs). The officials

present at the identified
spot were Jagendra
Kumar (Acting HoD),
Umesh Oudhia (GM),
Bijurkar (GM), MM Anis
(GM), Ch VV Prasad, GM
(SP), Sajeev Varghese
(GM), Jaidev Das (GM) &
GP Thakur, Shift I/c. From
the Personnel
Department, V Rama Rao,
Sr Mgr & RK Sahu, ALWO
were present. Besides
this, the workers of the
concerned area were also
present. Dutta, CGM(SPs)
came forward with a shov-
el to remove the spillage
material which was fol-
lowed by others also pres-
ent at the spot. The entire
spillage material was re-
moved within two hours
and cleanliness of the area
was thus ensured. So,
under Special Swacchhta
campaign 2.0, the task of
cleanliness near the
Junction House on
29/10/2022 was carried out
successfully.

Special Swachhta campaign 2.0 organised at SP-2 

Alumni Meet-2022 held at CCET

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0011::  

On the spot drawing and
painting competition was
organised by the Vigilance
Department, BSP for the stu-
dents of the schools of Bhilai
and its vicinity. The competi-
tion was held in 2 categories.
Junior category from class 6 to
8 and Senior category from
class 9 to 12. The venue for the
competition was Maitri Baag,
Bhilai.  The registration process
started at 9:30 AM. More than
220 students participated in the
competition. The theme of the
competition was Corruption
free India for a developed
Nation)”. Students of all cate-
gories showed great enthusi-
asm in participation as more
than 100 participation was
received in each category. All
the participants were felicitat-
ed with on the spot participa-

tion prize. The chief guest of
the function was AC Rathi,
CGM (Vigilance) and ACVO of
Bhilai Steel Plant. After the
competition was over, the eval-
uation was done by a jury of 2
judges who are eminent draw-
ing teachers. The Winners of
First, Second, Third &
Consolation Prizes in Junior
Category are Tanishka
Tamrakar, Class 8th , DPS,
Bhilai, Ayush Sahu, Class 7th ,

KPS, Bhilai, Gautami Lahre,
Class 8th , EMMS-7, Bhilai and
Kashish, Class 6th , EMMS-I,
Bhilai respectively. The
Winners of First, Second, Third
& Consolation Prizes of the
Competition in Senior Category
are Advika Ogale, Class 10th ,
DPS, Bhilai, Vidhi Ramteke,
Class 10th , DPS, Bhilai,
Agnibala Sahu, Class 12th, SSS-
7 , Bhilai and Divyanshu Ghosh,
Class 12th , DAV School, Bhilai
respectively. The prize distribu-
tion ceremony will be held on
5th November at Kala Mandir,
Civic Centre, Bhilai.

Drawing and painting competition
organised at Maitri Baag

 Under Vigilance

Awareness Week 2022

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

The NSS Unit of St
Thomas College,
Ruabandha in associa-
tion with IQAC celebrat-
ed National Unity Day to
commemorate the birth
anniversary of Iron Man
Sardar Vallabh Bhai
Patel on October 31. First
of all, Principal of the
college Dr MG Roymon

said that today is the
birthday of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel and
the death anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi and we
celebrate this day as na-
tional unity day by re-
membering these two
great leaders. The
Principal conducted the
Oath for National Unity,
Integrity and

Brotherhood to all the
students and staff mem-
bers. After the oath all
the NSS unit of the col-
lege organized a Mini
Marathon from college
campus to NSPCL colony
in which 87 students and
20 faculties participated
with enthusiasm. The
whole program was con-
ducted by NSS program
officer Mahendra Ikhar.

St Thomas College celebrates National Unity Day

RT Ramachandran memorial inter-school tennis ball cricket tournament inaugurated 
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Governor presents awards in Rajyotsav-22

Raipur, Nov 01:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey today
honored various personal-
ities of Chhattisgarh for
their achievements and
contribution in the devel-
opment of the state on the
occasion of state founda-
tion day. As many as 33
awards were presented to
personalities for their out-
standing services in dif-
ferent fields. The
Governor presented
awards at Rajya
Alankaran Samaroh held
at the conclusion of
Rajyotsav (state founda-
tion day celebrations).
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel presided over the
function. Opposition
leader Narayan Chandel
along with cabinet mem-
bers, parliamentary secre-
taries, MPs, MLAs and
heads of boards and cor-
porations were present on
the occasion.

Narayan Markam was

given Shahid Veer
Narayan Singh award on
behalf of tribal welfare
department for working
towards upliftment of
tribal and backward class.
Laxmi Prasad Jaiswal was
given Pt Lakhan Lal
Mishra award on behalf of
home (police) department
for his contribution in
crime research. Yati
Yatanlal award was given
to Madan Mohan
Goushala Kharsia on be-
half of general adminis-
tration department for
working towards cow pro-
tection. Gundadhur award
was given to Amitesh
Mishra on behalf of
sports and youth welfare
department for excellent
performance in sports.
Award in the memory of
Minimata was given to Dr
Meera Shukla on behalf of
woman and child develop-
ment department for
working towards women’s
upliftment. Khemchand
Bharti was given award in
the memory of Guru
Ghasidas on behalf of
tribal welfare department
for working towards social
awareness and upliftment
of dalits. Thakur Pyarelal
award was given to Ashok
Agrawal on behalf of co-

operative department for
his contribution in the
field of cooperative.

Sanskrit language
award was goven to Dr
Balkrishna Tiwari on be-
half of higher education
department for his works
in the field of Sanskrit
language. Bhanwar Singh
Porte award was given to
Tukeshwar Kanwar on be-
half of tribal welfare de-
partment for his services
for tribal upliftment.
Dwarika Burman was
presented award in the
field of folk art in the
memory of Devdas
Banjare on behalf of cul-

ture department. Devdas
Smriti Panthi Nritya
Purashkar was presented
to Milap Das Banjare on
behalf of culture depart-
ment. The Dhanvantari
award was conferred on
Dr Manoj Choukse on be-
half of the Health
Department for his re-
markable work in the field
of Ayurveda medical edu-
cation and research.
Barrister Thakur Chedilal
award was given jointly to
Dr Priya Rao and Vivek
Saraswat on behalf of law
and legal affairs depart-
ment for their outstanding
works in the field of law.

Chandulal Chandrakar
memorial journalism
award was given on behalf
of public relations depart-
ment to Dhananjay Verma
for his works in Hindi
print media. Pandey and
Dr Vaibhav Shiv Pandey
were jointly given this
award for their works in
Hindi electronic media.
Madhukar Kher memori-
al journalism award was
given to KN Kishor for his
work in English print
media. Sudip Thakur was
given award in memory of
Pt Madhav Rao Sapre
National creativity award
for creative writing.

Preserving primitive cultural values will
help us maintain our solidarity: Baghel

Raipur, Nov 01: While in-
augurating the grand
event of Rajyotsav and
National Tribal Dance
Festival at Science College
Ground, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
we can strengthen our sol-
idarity and make the de-
velopment sustainable
only by preserving  the
primitive cultural values
across the world. The
main objective of organiz-
ing the National Tribal
Dance Festival is to create
solidarity for the rights of
tribals all over the world.

Chief Minister Baghel
inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the
traditional lamp and by

playing the tribal musical
instrument ‘Nagada’.
Chief Minister heartily
welcomed dance troupes
from various states of
India and abroad. He con-
gratulated the people of
the state on the occasion of
the State Foundation Day
and the third National
Tribal Dance Festival.

At the welcome pro-
gram, artists from 28
states, 7 union territories
of the country and 10
other nations including
Mozambique, Togo, Egypt,
Mongolia, Indonesia,
Russia, New Zealand,
Serbia, Rwanda and
Maldives performed and
mesmerized the audience
with their tribal dance.
Around 1500 domestic and
foreign artists are partici-
pating in this event.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister released postal
stamps and envelopes is-
sued by the Postal
Department and several
table books of National
Tribal Dance Festival for
the year 2021. In the pro-
gram, tribal dancers from
Mozambique, Russia and
Mongolia presented beau-
tiful dance in their own
distinctive style.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that the history of
dance is as old as the histo-

ry of man. There is a simi-
larity in the dance style
and musical instruments
of the tribals around the
world. It is a wonderful co-
incidence that there are
many similarities in the
style, rhythm, and move-
ments of the tribal dances
around the world. This is
because the tribals across
the world share the same
love and connection with
the nature, they have simi-
lar dreams, hopes and de-
sires. The objective of the
National Tribal Dance
Festival is to preserve the
primitive culture.

Chief Minister said that
this National Tribal Dance
Festival was started as a
platform to present the
cultural beauty of
Chhattisgarh to the whole
world. But the very first
event turned out to be
such a massive success
that it gradually took a
shape of international
event.

Chief Minister said that
today is the state founda-
tion day of Chhattisgarh.
Today is our victory day,
because on this day the
dream of our forefathers
came true and their strug-
gles bore the fruit of suc-
cess. State Foundation Day
of Chhattisgarh on Nov 1
is the day when every

Chhattisgarhia celebrates
the formation of the state
and takes pride in the
unique indigenous cul-
ture. Chief Minister
thanked all the states,
union territories of India
and tribal artists from all
over the world and said
that the tribal artists of
the country and the world
have come to join in our
celebration. The National
Tribal Dance Festival is
also a great opportunity to
share each other’s
thoughts and experiences.
We will all learn from each
other, learn, understand
and think together about
how to make the world bet-
ter a better place.

He said that a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed between the
State Government and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, New
Delhi to provide an oppor-
tunity and platform to the
tribal artists of
Chhattisgarh to perform
abroad, which will in-
crease the scope for pro-
motion and exchange of
tribal culture.

Speaker of the Vidhan
Sabha, Dr. Charandas
Mahant presiding over the
program, said that today is
a proud day for

Chhattisgarh. National
Tribal Dance Festival is
being organized with the
aim of acknowleding the
importance and beauty of
the tribals and the tribal
cultures across the coun-
try and abroad. Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel, the
state government is work-
ing very well for the
progress of Chhattisgarh,
Chhattisgarhia and
Chhattisgarhi. State
Government’s schemes
are bringing justice to the
farmers, poor and back-
ward. He said that to make
Chhattisgarh a developed
state, everyone has to
move forward with the re-
solve of ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. Tourism
and Home Minister Mr.
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that in the last four years,
State Government is mov-
ing ahead with the vision
of ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’ and work-
ing to preserve and pro-
mote its culture and tradi-
tion.

Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said that
Chhattisgarh Government
has given the due respect
to the tribals and their cul-
ture by declaring a holiday
on World Tribal Day and
by organizing the National
Tribal Dance Festival.
Today, Chhattisgarh has a
new identity in the coun-
try and the world. At the
programme, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
gave the welcome address
and the vote of thanks was
proposed by Culture
Secretary Anbalagan P. On
this occasion all the cabi-
net ministers, many
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretaries, MLAs,
President of Corporation
Board, Councilor of Egypt
Mr. Image, Mr. Maza of
Togo, Principal Secretary
Culture of Haryana Mr. D.
Suresh and many public
representatives and citi-
zens were present.

NATIONAL TRIBAL DANCE FESTIVAL

Dance troupe from Mangolia performed their traditional tribal dance and the tribal

artists from Kerala performed their traditional ‘Pania Nirutham’ at the inauguration of

3-day National Tribal Dance Festival in Raipur here on Tuesday.

Participation of the
tribal artists from
across the country
and abroad has
doubled the joy of
Rajyotsav 

Artists from 28
states, 7 union terri-
tories and 10 coun-
tries enthralled the
audience with their
performance at
National Tribal
Dance Festival

Personalities
awarded for their
achievements and
roles in develop-
ment of state

BJP demands to reinstate of
Primary Societies Board

Raipur, Nov 01:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday submit-
ted memorandum to
Governor seeking immedi-
ate reinstating of Board of
Primary Agriculture
Credit Co-operative
Societies and also to con-
duct elections.

According to informa-

tion received, a delegation
of BJP’s Co-operative Cell
and Kissan Morcha sub-
mitted memorandum to
Governor at Rajbhawan
here. In the memorandum
submitted, the BJP leaders
told that all the 1333
Primary Agriculture
Credit Societies (PACS)
were abolished in July
2019 on grounds of reor-
ganization of the soci-
eties by the state govern-
ment. Against the above

decision, majority of the
societies have filed peti-
tion in High Court which
had given the verdict in
November 2019 to reiniti-
ate the Board abolished.
Subsequently, the state
government had appoint-
ed Administrators in the
Board which is against
the co-operative rules,
the memorandum stated.

BJP leaders alleged
that co-operative rules
have been changed only
to accommodate the
Congress leaders in the
PACS.

BJP Co-operative Cell
Convenor Sashikant
Dwevedi, Kissan Morcha
President Pawan Sahu,
Dwarkadhish pandey,
Somesh Pandey, Vikas
Agrawal and Sishir
Tiwari have also urged
action against the offi-
cials who have been de-
liberately changed the co-
operative rules.

Delegation submits
memo to Governor

Raman questions stand of Congress
govt on liquor prohibition

Raipur, Nov 01: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
on Tuesday questioned the
stand of Congress govern-
ment over liquor prohibi-
tion in Chhattisgarh.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the former CM
Dr Raman Singh said that
while the Congress had
promised to go for liquor
prohibition in the election
manifesto before the last

Assembly polls, but in pres-
ent scenario, the sale of
liquor has been extended to
every corner of
Chhattisgarh which raises
question on the intention of
present Congress regime,
he added.

Dr Singh also questioned
the development of
Chhattisgarh stating that
while the previous regime
had laid the road network
across Chhattisgarh, the
present regime is battling
hard to even ensure proper
maintenance during the
last four years. He claimed
that the previous govern-
ments had double the budg-

et of Chhattisgarh in every
five years, the Congress gov-
ernment has so far failed to
ensure development where-
as addition Rs 50 thousand
crore loan has been bur-
dened upon Chhattisgarh
state.

He alleged that the
Chhattisgarh had been pre-
viously moving on the path
of development but present-
ly it is battling hard on the
issue of corruption includ-
ing the recent action by
Enforcement Directorate.
He said that the govern-
ment has lost to remain in
power after the disclosure of
ED in recent raids.

Present govt 
failed to ensure
development

RAJYOTSAV 

CM Bhupesh Baghel conducted inspection of stalls of different department at the

Rajyotsav and National Tribal Dance festival inaugurated at Science College ground

here on Tuesday.

Farmers of state getting highest

MSP on paddy: Chhabra

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  0011::    Addressing the
farmer and villagers, MLA Ashish
Chhabra said that today November
1, Tuesday, is no less than a festi-
val for the paddy producing farm-
ers in Chhattisgarh, which is also
known as ‘bowl rice of the coun-
try’, because from today onwards
paddy will be purchase on MSP. It
has started, it is no less than a fes-
tival for the farmer. Under the suc-
cessful leadership of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, the gov-

ernment is working to provide best
of the facilities to the farmers, so
that farmers are able to sell their
paddy without any problems.
Paddy procurement centers have
been set up nearby to the villages
and farmers are the foundation
and economy of this state and
country and if the farmers are
strong then the village and the
state will be strong and the coun-
try will also remain strong. CM
Baghel has taken this decision in

the interest of the farmers. MLA
further said that the state govern-
ment waived the short-term agri-
cultural loans of the farmers as
well as decided to buy paddy at a
support price of Rs 2500 per quin-
tal, as a result of the welfare
schemes implemented in the
state, the income of the farmers of
the state has increased and the
farmers are moving ahead on the
path of prosperity. He said that the
government of the state is the gov-
ernment of the farmers, here the
maximum number of farmers
exists. The government is working
continuously for their welfare, as
soon as the government was
formed, the first thing was loan
waiver and under Rajiv Gandhi
Nyay Yojana, paddy was pur-
chased for 25 hundred rupees. The
support price of paddy is not Rs
2500  per quintal in the entire
country and Chhattisgarh state is
the first state where paddy is
being procured at the rate of Rs
2500 per quintal and this year the
farmer paddy will be purchased at
Rs 2640 to Rs 2660 per quintal. 

Three nabbed in betting
and cash of Rs 1.54 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Bemetar, Nov 01:
Bemetara police is taking
action against persons in-
volved in illegal trades and
smuggling of drugs and
banned cough syrups and
tablets. Under this cam-
paign, 3 bookies who
were practicing betting
in cricket matches
were nabbed and 8 mo-
biles phones of differ-
ent companies and
cash amount of Rs
1,54,500/- and betting
amount of Rs 3 lakh
was seized.

Continuous action is
being taken by
Bemetara police on sale
of illicit liquor, gam-
bling, betting, sale of
ganja and under this on
Oct 31, under the direc-
tion of SP Bemetara I.
Kalyan Alicela (I.P.S.)
and under the leader-
ship of SP Pankaj

Patel, action is been
taken against 3 accused
under 4 (A) of
Gambling Act by regis-
tering 1 case of betting
in police station
Kotwali Bemetara. In
which cash amount of
Rs. 1,07,500/- and 8
number of mobiles of
various companies and
cash of Rs 4700 and
total goods worth lakhs
were seized. The three
accused arrested are
Deepak Sahu S/o
Santosh Sahu (21 yrs)
R/o Baba Mohtra police
station and district
Bemetara and Vicky
Sharma S/o
Balmukund Sharma (30
yrs) R/o Murta Police
Station Nawagarh
District Bemetara and
Chitren Sahu S/o
Budhram Sahu (24 yrs)
R/o Mohabhta Police
Station Saja District
Bemetara.

SGBS honours talented students

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 01: Shri
Gujarati Brahma Samaj
(SGBS) organized Diwali
get-together and felicita-
tion of last year’s talent-
ed students at a pro-
gramme on Sunday at
Daya Bhavan in presence
of BJP District President
Jayanti Patel. The pro-
gramme started with the
lighting of ceremonial
lamp in front of Goddess
Saraswati and chanting
of Gayatri Mantra. On
this occasion SGBS presi-
dent Kirti Vyas congratu-

lated all the talented stu-
dents and wished them
for their bright future. He
asked the parents to dis-
charge their duties with
honesty and impart qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren along with ethics
and moral. Chief Guest
Jayanti Patel in his
speech asked the stu-
dents to gain knowledge
about their mother
tongue and also about the
culture and history of
Gujarat and its people.

The talented students
were divided into three
categories and one spe-

cial category. In the first
category Mihir Sharma
was first, Vanshika Joshi
in the second category
and Shreya Trivedi in the
third category. For the
highest mark at school
level Shreya Trivedi was
honoured, Vanshika
Joshi for the highest
mark in board exams,
Shreya Trivedi bagged
gold medal sponsored by
Ishwar Group, Vanshika
Trivedi bagged gold
medal in memory of Late
Baba Bhai Patel, Mihir
Sharma bagged gold
medal given by Brahma
Samaj while Mrs Rakhi
Joshi received Matoshree
Award sponsored by
Vijay Dave family and
Yashaswi Vyas received
award in the field of
music and art sponsored
by Deepak Vyas family.
The programme was con-
ducted by Mrs Pragya
Trivedi while Hitesh
Vyas proposed vote of
thanks, informs Kirti
Vyas president of SGBS.

Collector flags off ‘Unity Run’

Kondagaon, Nov 01: On
the birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
the first Deputy Prime
Minister of the country, a
District-level ‘Unity Run’
was organized by the dis-
trict administration and
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department from local
NCC ground to Civil Line-
Main Road to NCC
Ground. In this solidarity
run, the distinguished citi-
zens along with the repre-
sentatives of the people, of-
ficers and employees of
the district administra-
tion, police and other de-
partments, school teach-
ers and students, NCC
cadets and NSS workers
participated enthusiasti-
cally. Collector Deepak

Soni and District
Panchayat Vice President
Bhagwati Patel and other
public representatives in-
augurated the ‘Ekta Run’
by showing the green flag
to participants. During
this all the participants
took an oath to maintain
the unity-integrity and se-
curity of the nation.

On this occasion,
District Panchayat Vice
President Bhagwati Patel
administered oath to all
the participants and peo-
ple present to contribute
for internal security of the
nation including main-
taining the unity-integrity
and security of the coun-
try. During this a large
number of dignitaries
were present along with
public representatives, dis-
trict administration offi-
cers and employees, police
officers and jawans, media
representatives.

Seven days’ workshop begins in CU

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  0011:: A seven-day
DST Stuti training workshop,
funded by the Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India, is being
organized from November 01 to
07, 2022 in the Department of
Pure and Applied Physics under
the School of Physical Sciences
of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a Central
University).

The Chief Guest of the opening
ceremony of the workshop organ-
ized on the topic of Material
Characterization Techniques on 1
November at 10 a.m. was
Professor Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor, Saurashtra
University Rajkot, Gujarat  while
the programe was presided over
by Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the University. The
Registrar of the university,
Professor Manish Srivastava,
Coordinator, Prof. P.K. Bajpai,
Convener, Prof. M.N. Tripathi and
Prof. H.S. Tiwari were among
those seated at the dais. The
guests on stage first lit the lamp
and offered flowers in front of the
statue of Maa Saraswati and Sant
Guru Ghasidas. Thereafter, the
guests were welcomed with

saplings. The workshop
Coordinator, Prof. P.K. Bajpai
gave the welcome address, while
the Convener, Prof. M.N. Tripathi
elaborated upon the theme of the
workshop.

The Chief Guest, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot Gujarat said
that this is a valuable opportunity
for the students to explore and
carry out research whereby they
can gain experience, experiment-
ing with highly sensitive devices.
Through this workshop, the path
of quality research will be paved
for the students. Extending best
wishes to all the young partici-
pants, she said that priority
should be given to interdiscipli-
nary research by making full use
of resources.

Presiding over the inaugural
program, the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
Professor Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that this workshop being
organized under the Stuti scheme
run by the DST Department of the

Government of India will benefit
the emerging young scientists.
Students will be inspired to inno-
vate by understanding the
nuances of research and honing
their research skills. He said that
students should recognize their
potential and pursue their
research on the basis of determi-
nation, complete self-confidence,
and logic, while keeping them-
selves free from inhibitions of any
kind. Youth will have to find per-
manent and positive solutions to
various problems through new
and innovative research.

The guests were honored by
presenting shawls, quince and
mementos. The University
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava proposed the vote of
thanks and the event was emceed
by Dr. T.G. Reddy, Assistant
Professor, Department of  Pure
and Applied Physics. More than
300 candidates from various
higher educational institutions of
the country had applied for the 30
seats for participants in the work-
shop.

Mega cleanliness drive by
NYK at Mahadev Ghat

Raipur, Nov 01: Nehru
Yuva Kendra (NYK),
Raipur, Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports,
Government of India, or-
ganised mega cleanliness
drive at Mahadev Ghat,
Kharoon Ganga to reduce
the single-use plastic
usage in the community.
This drive is being contin-
uously organised by NYK
since October 1, 2022.

More than 500 kg of
plastic and other waste
was collected from the sur-
rounding area. The pro-
gram was supported by
UNICEF. Vikas Upadhyay,
MLA, Raipur (West) who
was the special guest on
the occasion motivated
youth to play active role in
nation building and com-
munity development. He
appreciated the efforts of
Nehru Yuva Kendra and
other organizations in
keeping the city clean and
beautiful.

Chhattisgarhi Theatre
Actor and folk singer Dr
Purushottam Chandrakar
apprised that he has been
associated with NYK for
the last 18 years and ac-

tively engaged in the
youth welfare activities of
NYK. Arpit Tiwari,
District Youth Officer,
Nehru Yuva Kendra said
that this cleanliness drive
is being organized all over
the country to create
awareness about the sin-
gle use plastic and limit its
usage. He further said that
its usage is extremely
harmful for our environ-
ment, and disrupts the nat-
ural cycle of our mother
earth. Sunita Chansoria,
Professor, Durga
Mahavidyalaya apprised
that all the volunteers of
NYK, NSS and Eco Club

are doing unprecedented
work on cleanliness in the
entire city for the past
three years.

In this cleanliness cam-
paign, more than 150 vol-
unteers of NYK, NSS,
Green Army, Eco Club,
Social worker Shubhangi
Apte, Ratri Lahiri, NR
Naidu from Green Army
of Raipur, Krishna Kumar
Verma, Dilip Tiwari,
Chandrakant Devangan,
Padmini Verma, Punita
Chandra, Lalita Verma,
Deepa Parganiha, along
with other volunteers
were instrumental in mak-
ing this drive successful.

Paddy procurement drive begins in Ch’garh

Raipur, Nov 01: Food
Minister Amarjit Bhagat
inaugurated the paddy pro-
curement driveby worship-
ing Maa Annapurna Devi
at Mandir Hasaud
Cooperative Society in
Raipur district. Paddy pro-
curement has started from
the registered farmers of
the state with Rajyotsav
(state anniversary celebra-
tions) from today.

Extending best wishes to
the farmers and the people
of the state on the paddy
procurement drive starting
from today Minister
Bhagat said that farmer-
friendly schemes being run
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, infused enthusi-
asm in agriculture in the
state. The farmers moving
away from the fields have
now returned to the fields
and the area under cultiva-
tion has also increased, he
said.

Procurement of paddy
has started from the regis-
tered farmers of the state
at support price in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23. Procurement of
about 110 lakh metric
paddy is estimated this
year. For selling paddy on

support price, 25.72 lakh
farmers have been regis-
tered in the Integrated

Farmer Portal in which
there are more than one
lakh 67 thousand new farm-

ers. Total 2497 procurement
centers have been set up
across the state for the pro-

curement of paddy on sup-
port price. This year, nor-
mal paddy will be procured
from farmers at the rate of
Rs 2040 per quintal and
grade-A paddy at Rs 2060
per quintal.

Bhagat said that all nec-
essary preparations and
arrangements had been
made by the state govern-
ment for easy procurement
of paddy from the farmers.
In order to ensure that
farmers do not face any
problem in selling paddy,
better arrangements have
been made in all the cen-
ters. Moreover Officers and
employees have been put
on duty for monitoring the
system. Arrangements
have been made for gunny
bags for the procurement of
paddy.

Registration of millers is
being done for custom
milling of procured paddy.
Nodal officers have been
deputed to check illegal ar-
rival of paddy in the state
and to monitor sensitive
procurement centers.
Special vigil is being kept
on the societies in border
areas. Checkposts have also
been set up to prevent ille-
gal transportation of paddy
from other states to
Chhattisgarh. To this end a
team of officers will keep a
close watch on the goods
carriers. MARKFED MD
Manoj K Soni, society
chairman Pratap Singh
Dhruv, Mandir Hasaud
Nagar Panchayat President
Om Prakash Yadav and
other public representa-
tives and concerned offi-
cers were present on the oc-
casion.
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Based on ‘Material
Characterization
Techniques’ 

On birth anniv of
Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel

Food Minister inaugu-
rates paddy procure-
ment by worshiping
Maa Annapurna Devi

Procurement of 110
lakh MT of paddy 
estimated this year

25.72 lakh farmers 
registered

Raipur, Nov 01: As
many as 775 procure-
ment centres procured
10,257 metric ton paddy
on the first day of paddy
procurement on Tuesday
in Chhattisgarh in
Kharif Marketing Year
2022-23. As many as 3,951
farmers sold their paddy
on the first day. A new
record is being set every
year through Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana, which was start-
ed under the leadership
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. The
paddy procurement will
continue till January 31,
2023. The state govern-
ment has made prepara-
tions for procurement of
110 lakh metric ton
paddy this year. Total
2497 procurement cen-
tres have been set up
across the state this year.

Moreover 25 lakh 93 thou-
sand farmers have got
themselves registered for
selling paddy. On first
day  5341 tokens were is-
sued and 268 of them
were issued through
Tunhar Hath App. An
amount of Rs 279 crore
was released by MARK-
FED to Apex Bank to
make payment to farm-
ers for first day paddy
procurement.

Paddy procurement: 3,951 farmers
sell 10,257 MT paddy on first day
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Bijapur, Nov 01:

C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Minister of Commerce
and Excise and in-charge
of Bijapur Kawasi
Lakhma, was on a one-
day visit to the Madded
area of ??Bijapur and
gave a big gift to the
Madded area by perform-
ing stone laying ceremo-
ny of more than Rs 15 cr
worth of development
works for the Madded
area. In which basic de-
velopment works like tap
water, CC road, bridge
culverts, Devgudi, Mata
Gudi, electricity, school,
hospital, Anganwadi will
be undertaken. Lakhma
also visited the exhibi-
tion put up by the gov-
ernment departments.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Kawasi Lakhma said
that his life has been full
of struggle and hardly
anybody else would have
struggled so much as he
had to face. He said that
ever since CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s government has
been formed in the state,
closed schools are re-
opening, farmers’ in-
come is increasing,
money is coming in the
hands of the people and
this did not happen dur-
ing the BJP rule. Lakhma
further said that due to
the efforts of CM Baghel,
Bastar is marching to-
wards peace. Hospitals,
schools, Anganwadi and
ration shops are opening
in the interior areas
which remained closed

for last fifteen years of
BJP rule.

While addressing the
gathering, he charged
that the BJP is mislead-
ing the tribal society in
the matter of reserva-
tion, while the truth is

that the BJP and Dr.
Raman Singh’s govern-
ment deliberately did not
present the facts before
the Court so that the trib-
al community does not
get reservation. Due to
which the tribal commu-

nity in the state is suffer-
ing, he alleged. Minister
Lakhma further said that
reservation is the right of
the tribals and they will
get 32 ??percent reserva-
tion if the state govern-
ment approaches
Supreme Court against
the decision of the High
Court.

Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar
Area Tribal Development
Authority Vikram
Mandavi addressed the
gathering and said that
after the formation of
Bhupesh Baghel’s gov-
ernment in the state,
Swami Atmanand
School, sub-tehsil and
Bus Stand have been
given in Maddad. Vikram
Mandavi further said

that the previous BJP
government closed three
hundred schools in
Bijapur district so that
tribal children could not
go to school, but after the
formation of Baghel’s
government, it is work-
ing to open closed
schools.

During this, District
Panchayat President PCC
member Shankar
Kudiyam, District
Collector Rajendra
Katara, SP A. Varshney,
District Congress
Committee President
Lalu Rathore, DFO
Ashok Patel other dele-
gates and officer employ-
ees of the area, besides a
large number of farmers
and villagers were pres-
ent in the meeting.

BJP is misleading people in the matter of reservation: Lakhma
Minister extends gift worth Rs 15 cr to Madded area

Kotmi, Nov 01: 

YC State President on
his maiden arrival in the
state after assuming the
post of state president was
welcomed by Shivli Miraz
along with Vidhan Sabha
coordinator of
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sports Bhola Nayak, zone
coordinator Tapeshwar
Chandra and seva dal state
secretary Ratan

Kesharwani. The others
present were YC State GS
Sudhanshu Mishra, state
secretary Adil Khairani,
Bilaspur City President
Sheru Aslam along with
YC office bearers from dif-
ferent areas. YC President
was welcomed by bursting
of crackers. Ravi Rai
Districy GS YC GPM, Pal
Paikra District VP GPM
and Sufiyan Ansari were
present.

YC state president
accorded welcome

Bemetara, Nov 01: 

It was on the report of
Dinesh Yadav S/o Baliram
Yadav (55 yrs), R/o
Ghoghra police station,
Nawagarh district
Bemetara, a case number
41/2022 under section 174
of IPC was filed regarding
the death of deceased
Rahi Yadav father
Prakash Yadav (4 months)
and found in suspicious

condition last on Oct 22
and was taken into inves-
tigation.

The case was investigat-
ed at the place of incident
in village Ghoghra nd it
revealed that Mrs. Babita
Yadav was upset with the
behavior of her husband
Chandraprakash Yadav at
11.10 pm on Oct 21 and the
accused by picking up her
daughter, Rahi Yadav of
just 4 months, from her

sleep threw her into the
well and tried to hide the
evidence. An offense
under section 302, 201 was
registered and taken up
for discussion.

Accused Babita Yadav,
W/o Chandraprakash
Yadav, age 25 years, R/o
Ghoghra police station,
Nawagarh district,
Bemetara, was duly ar-
rested on Oct 30 and pre-
sented in the court and
sent to judicial custody.

Under the direction of
senior officers, the in-
charge of the police sta-
tion Nawagarh and other
police station staff played
a commendable role in
solving this crime.

Mother turns out to be the main accused
In throwing her 4 month old daughter into well

 Nawagarh police
solves blind-murder
mystery 

Rajim, Nov 01: The liter-
ary circle and intellectual
of the State, including the
district have demanded
from the state government
that on the occasion of
Rajyotsava, there should
be a Kavi Sammelan as
part of the program itiner-
ary. According to informa-
tion, the literary circle
members are demanding
the same as there is void in
constant association of
these poets in circles other

than the district and they
have alleged of not getting
enough opportunities in
showcasing their talent.
Poet and litterateur
Santosh Kumar and
Sonkar Mandal said that
Gariaband district is very
rich in the field of litera-
ture and apart from late
writers many poets of the
younger generation, are
continuously pursuing lit-
erary activities by forming
different literary commit-

tees, thereby they should
be given a forum during
the Reajyotsav.

Literary writer also said
that Tukaram Kansari on
the occasion of state festi-
val, wherever literary
committees have been
formed in the district,
there should be a Kavi
Sammelan and literary
seminar in the form of a
literary program, as this
will send a good message
to the society.

Poets of the State demand 
Kavi Sammelan on Rajyotsav

Masturi, Nov 01:

Probationary Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Ms. Nupur Upadhyay
took charge as the station
in-charge. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Nupur Upadhyay, posted
in the district by
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government Home Police
Department, has been en-
trusted by DIG Parul
Mathur to discharge the
post of station in-charge
at Masturi police station
in the district for practi-
cal training / district
training. Ms Upadhyay,
after assuming the
charge of the police sta-
tion, said that the maxi-
mum number of thefts,
fights, road accidents are
the major complaints in
the area, taking which se-
riously, I will work in har-
mony between the police
and the general public.
At the same time, I will
try my best to maintain
peace and order in the
area while making every
effort to remove the fear
created in the minds of
the public towards the po-
lice.

DSP Nupur Upadhyay
takes charge of Masturi PS

Jagdalpur, Nov 01: 

In the last one year, we
have seen how the con-
sumption of banned
cough syrups has in-
creased in Jagdalpur city.
Police is also fulfilling its
responsibility by catching
these drug peddlers. This
city did not even know
when this intoxication
took the people into its
custody. Throughout the
year, huge quantities of
banned cough syrups have
been seized continuously.
When such a consignment
of intoxicants was caught,
how much quantity would
have been supplied is yet
to be found out. The statis-
tics of consumption of
cough syrup is worth con-
sidering for the city
dwellers. The people of the

city are also curious to
know who is the kingpin
behind this business and
why he is at large. It is not
that people or the people
do not know who is run-
ning this business after
all!

However, information
was received from the
Bodhghat police station of
the district that, in

Nayamunda area, a person
has collected banned
drugs and syrup with the
intention of selling it. On
the morning of Oct 31, on
search of Nitesh alias
Bhuvneshwar Thakur
from Nayamunda,
Monacuff plus cough
syrup 100 ml, 50 no’s (5
liters) was found in his
possession. In respect of

which, on inquiry, no legal
document was presented
in relation to the posses-
sion of the said banned
and intoxicating syrup.
The estimated market
value of confiscated intox-
icant syrup has been esti-
mated at Rs. 9000. In this
case, Monacuff Plus
Cough Syrup 100 ml 50
no’s (5 liters) has been re-
covered from the posses-
sion of Nitesh alias
Bhuvneshwar Thakur.
After the act of the ac-
cused comes under the
purview of NDPS Act,
after registering an of-
fense under Section 21
NDPS Act against the ac-
cused, accused Nitesh
alias Bhuvneshwar
Thakur is being arrested
and sent to jail on judicial
remand today.

One accused arrested with 50 no’s of banned drug
Future of youth is in danger due to indiscriminate consumption of banned cough syrup

Mandir Hasoud, Nov 01:
Dance forms like Sua,
Karma, Dadaria, Panthi
and Raut are an important
part of the culture and we
need to save our culture,
said Raipur MP Sunil
Soni, who arrived as the
chief guest in the Sua
dance competition organ-
ized at Mahamaya Chowk,
village Ghivra here. He
also said that we want that
there are as many other
types of artists of
Chhattisgarh as Sua dance
in rural areas, which iden-
tifies our culture and shat-

ters the shade of our cul-
ture and their skills should
be brought forward at the
government level so that
all these artists can be re-
spected in their respective
fields. Apart from Raipur
MP Sunil Soni, Devji Bhai
Patel, former MLA,
Dharsiwa Vidhan Sabha
presided over the program.
In the program, also
Urmila Umesh Verma,
Sarpanch Gram. Ghivra,
Shekhar Yadav, Lakhan
Sahu, Roshan Chandrakar
and many others including
villagers were present.

Sua dance is an important
part of our culture: Soni 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  NNoovv  0011::  

It has been decided to pro-
vide AC First Class Service in
Puri-Durg-Puri Express and
Bhubaneswar-Jagadalpur-
Bhubaneswar Hirakhand
Express w.e.f. first week of
March, 2023. Augmentation
of AC First Class Service in
the above trains will provide
benefit to the passengers of
Northern AP, South &
Western Odisha people.

Members of Parliament dur-
ing the Divisional Committee
Meetings of MPs had
demanded to provide 1st
Class AC service in the above
trains. Keeping in view the
demands and aspirations of
the public, especially passen-
gers; East Coast Railway has
decided to provide 1st Class
AC Service in the above
trains.     18425/18426 Puri-
Durg-Puri Express from Puri
w.e.f. 3rd March 2023 and

from Durg w.e.f. 4th March,
2023 will be augmented with
One AC First Class Coach by
replacing the composite
Coach of both 1st & 2nd AC.

1 8 4 4 7 / 1 8 4 4 8
Bhubaneswar-Jagadalpur-
Bhubaneswar Hirakhand
Express from Bhubaneswar
w.e.f. 7th March 2023 and
from Jagadalpur w.e.f. 8th
March, 2023 will be augment-
ed with One AC First Class
Coach.

First Class AC coach service in Puri-Durg ExpressMass power 

disconnection 

campaign conducted 

Mungeli, Nov 01:
Electricity department
recovered Rs 71,860 from
various arrears after re-
covery of electricity bill
dues and formation of
various investigation
teams, under the guide-
lines of Executive
Director Sanjay Patel
and under the leader-
ship of Superintending
Engineer PK Kamejwar.

In the same vein, the
department had given
earlier information re-
garding the payment of
electricity bill to the
electricity bill default-
ers, but as dues were not
paid by them mass dis-
connection campaign
was conducted by the
members under Lormi
district. It is to be
known that since the
last months, the depart-
ment is continuously
taking action for recov-
ery and line disconnec-
tion against the electric-
ity defaulters, due to
which there is an atmos-
phere of panic among
the electricity bill de-
faulters of the district.

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  0011::  

The program of Matar
Milan was organized in Samta
Club Fingeshwar by the local
Yadav society on the occasion
of Deepawali here. The chief
guest of the program was
Raja Neelendra Bahadur
Singh, and the program was
presided over by Jagdish Yadu
Nagar Panchayat President
and Bhagwat Harit Bisoha as
the special guest. The chief

guest of the program,
Nilendra Bahadur, congratu-
lated and thanked Yadav
Samaj and all the workers for
the event and said in his
address that maintaining your
tradition and rituals is
mandatory in today’s
age.Gopesh Yadu, Vinod Yadu,
Manoj Yadu, Dileep Yadu,
Balwant Yadu, Balmukund
Yadu, Narendra Yadu, Jayant
Yadu, Ramesh Yadu and many
others were present. 

‘Deepawali matar’
meeting organized 
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Campaign ends for by-polls
to 2 Bihar assembly seats

Patna, Nov 01 (PTI) 

Campaign ended on
Tuesday for by-polls to
Gopalganj and Mokama
assembly seats of Bihar
— the first electoral test
for the Nitish Kumar-led
‘Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment, formed less
than three months ago.

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who remained
conspicuous by his ab-
sence during campaigns
owing to “injuries suf-
fered in a recent mishap”,
issued a video message
urging people of Mokama
to vote for RJD candidate
Neelam Devi, whose hus-
band Anant Singh’s dis-
qualification necessitated
the by-poll to the seat.

Deputy CM and RJD
heir apparent Tejashwi
Yadav, however, led from
the front as he addressed
rallies in Mokama as well
as in Gopalganj, situated

in his eponymous native
district and which he
seeks to wrest from the
BJP that bagged it for
four consecutive terms.

The BJP has fielded
Kusum Devi, wife of four-
term MLA Subhash
Singh, whose death neces-
sitated the by-poll in
Gopalganj.

Yadav, whose campaign
for RJD’s Gopanlganj
candidate Mohan Gupta
was peppered with caus-
tic attacks on the BJP,
also took potshots at the
saffron party’s ‘B team’,
an allusion to his own
aunt Indira Yadav who is
in the fray on a BSP tick-
et, and Asaduddin
Owaisi’s AIMIM, which
has for long been accused
of being a “spoiler” that
cuts into “secular” votes.

The JD(U) sought to
make up for the absence
of Kumar, its de facto
leader, with active can-

vassing by top office-
bearers like national
president Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan and
parliamentary board
chairman Upendra
Kushwaha.

The BJP campaign was
steered by its leaders be-
longing to the state and it
received a boost in the
last couple of days when
Chirag Paswan, an es-
tranged ally, canvassed in
support of its candi-
dates. Chirag’s rebellious
uncle Pashupati Kumar
Paras, a Union minister,
is already with the NDA,
and the two leaders’
backing, in spite of mu-
tual differences, has
made the BJP hopeful of
garnering a sizeable
chunk of Dalit votes.

A curious aspect of the
BJP’s campaign was the
blitzkrieg launched in
Mokama by Suraj Bhan
Singh, a former MP and

ex-local MLA who is with
the Lok Janshakti
Party’s splinter group
headed by Paras.

The BJP has nominat-
ed from the seat green-
horn Sonam Devi, wife of
a local muscleman Lalan
Singh, who has been op-
posed to Anant Singh,
currently lodged in jail
after conviction in Arms
Act case.

Suraj Bhan Singh, a
dreaded gangster-
turned-politician, had
made his electoral debut
in 2000 assembly elec-
tions when he wrested
Mokama by an astound-
ing margin, contesting as
an Independent and de-
feating Anant Singh’s
elder brother Dilip
Singh, who was a minis-
ter in the Rabri Devi gov-
ernment. His rivalry
with the brother duo has
been the stuff of legend
in Mokama.

‘Voters are being paid to
choose NOTA in Andheri

East Assly bypoll’
Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI) 

The Shiv Sena Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray
party on Tuesday alleged
that voters were being
paid to choose None Of
The Above or NOTA op-
tion in the November 3
Andheri East Assembly
byelection in the city.

The campaigning for
the byelection came to an
end at 5 pm.

The party has raised
this issue with the
Election Commission as
well as the police, said its
senior leader Anil Parab

The election will have
ramifications in the com-
ing Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) election too as for
the first time it will see
the combined strength of
Maha Vikas Aghadi allies
(Thackeray-led Sena, NCP
and Congress), Parab
said.

“Some people are being
paid money to choose
NOTA,” the former
Maharashtra minister al-
leged.

His party has video
clips showing purported
workers of the
Republican Party of India
(RPI) indulging in such
acts, he said. The RPI
(Athawale faction) is part
of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance.

Indigenous spices of
N-E gain popularity 

Dimapur, Nov 01:  

After foodgrains, tea and
pulses, mjunction services
limited, India’s largest B2B
e-commerce company, takes
another step forward in the
agro-commodities space
with setting up an e-market-
place of large cardamom
for producers and sellers
registered with the Spices
Board of India. As part of a
licence issued by Spices
Board, mjunction will facil-
itate e-selling of large car-
damom on its platform to
buyers all over India.

This is the first time that
large cardamom will be
sold on an online platform,
marking a big step towards
digitisation and trans-
parency in this space. The
formal launch of the e-sell-
ing project happened last
week at a seminar organ-
ised by Spices Board of
India at Dimapur in
Nagaland, and the first on-
line event will be conducted

soon for a Farmer-Producer
Company (FPC) of Phek,
Nagaland.

According to mjunction
MD  Vinaya Varma, “We
are happy to be a part of
this digitisation initiative of
Spices Board. In fact, we
plan to extend our platform
to other FPCs as well so that
more buyers can take ad-
vantage of our transparent
and efficient processes.”

Secretary of Spices
Board Shri D Sathiyan, IFS,
said that: “This platform is
expected to bring in better
price realization, raise
quality consciousness,
usher in transparency and
efficiency in the trade and
facilitate other value-added
services for large car-
damom growers of the
north-east region. I appreci-
ate mjunction’s interest in
associating with the Board
on this initiative, and hope
that the maiden pilot event
will be conducted by early
December.”

Puneeth Rajkumar conferred
‘Karnataka Ratna’ posthumously

Bengaluru, Nov 01 (PTI) 

Karnataka’s highest
civilian award the
‘Karnataka Ratna’ was
conferred posthumously
on late actor Puneeth
Rajkumar on Tuesday, on
the occasion of the 67th
Kannada Rajyotsava (the
state formation day).

He is the 9th recipient of
this prestigious honour.

The event on the
foresteps of Vidhana
Soudha, the seat of state
legislature and secretariat
here, was shortened and
held in a hurried manner,
due to sudden rains.

Cine actors Rajinikanth
and Junior NTR, and
Infosys Foundation
Chairperson Sudha Murty
were guests at the event in
which Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai con-
ferred Karnataka Ratna
on Puneeth Rajkumar.

The Karnataka Ratna

award consisting a full sil-
ver plaque and a 50 gram
gold medal, was received
by the late actor’s wife
Ashwini Puneeth
Rajkumar, in the presence
of his actor brother
Shivarajkumar and other
family members.

Several noted personali-
ties from the film and liter-
ary world, Ministers, polit-
ical leaders, legislators,
among others are likely to
be present at the event.

Ahead of the perform-
ances there was perfor-

mence by several noted
singers including Vijay
Prakash.

With a large number of
people descending at the
venue, the Ambedkar
Road in front of the
Vidhana Soudha was jam-
packed despite rains, and
was closed for traffic.
Commuters were advised
to use alternate routes by
the traffic police.
Considered the Kannada
cinema’s reigning star,
Puneeth, youngest of five
children of thespian and
matinee idol Dr Rajkumar,
had died of a cardiac ar-
rest on October 29, 2021, at
the age of 46. Karnataka
Ratna was last awarded to
Dr. Virendra Heggade for
social service in 2009.

Interestingly, Puneeth’s
late father Rajkumar is
among the first recipients
of Karnataka Ratna award
in 1992, along with noted
poet Kuvempu.

CLEANLINESS DRIVE

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI) 

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has
said nearly 21,000 square
feet of space was freed and
Rs 4 lakh revenue earned
during a month-long spe-
cial cleanliness drive.

Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya re-
viewed the progress of the
Special Campaign 2.0 for
Disposal of Pending
Matters and Swachhata
Drive at a meeting with
senior officials on 
October 31.

Mandaviya said tremen-
dous enthusiasm was wit-
nessed in the ministry
headquarters and its at-

tached subordinate offices
and autonomous bodies
for institutionalising
“swachhata” and minimiz-
ing pendency.

“During the campaign
period, 21,600 files were re-
viewed, 8,416 public griev-
ances and their appeals
were redressed, over 1,100
cleanliness campaigns
were conducted and ap-
proximately 21,000 sq. ft. of
space has been freed and
Rs 4,06,315 revenue has
been generated,” accord-
ing to a statement.

The objectives of the
campaign were to mini-
mize pendency, institu-
tionalize swachhata,
strengthen internal moni-

toring mechanism, train
officers in records man-
agement, and digitize
physical records for im-
proved records manage-
ment, the ministry said in
the statement.

The Special Campaign
2.0 for Disposal of Pending
Matters and Swachhata
Drive was launched on
October 1 and implement-
ed from October 2 to
October 31. Third party
evaluations will take place
between November 14 and
30, which will be followed
by presentations of best
practices on Good
Governance Day on
December 24 and 25, it
said.

‘Repeat BJP govt in HP 
by breaking tradition’

Chamba (HP), Nov 01 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
and senior BJP leader
Amit Shah launched an
attack on Tuesday on the
“ma-beta” Congress party
both in Himachal Pradesh
and in Delhi, wondering
how can those facing a
chargesheet provide a
good government in the
hill state.

Shah also said gone are
the days of “raja-rani”
and it is the time of com-
mon people in a democra-
cy like India.

Addressing a public
rally here in favour of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate in the
November 12 Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls
and Bhattiyat MLA
Bikram Singh Jaryal, he
urged the voters to re-
elect the saffron party to
power in the state by
breaking the tradition of
not repeating a govern-
ment.

Shah said he has heard
the speeches of Congress
leaders and they have
nothing to say apart from
banking on the tradition
of alternative govern-
ments in the hill state.

“Change this tradition
of alternative govern-
ments and repeat the BJP
in the state. Form a BJP
government for the sec-
ond time by breaking this

tradition and we will en-
sure a drugs-free
Himachal by putting an
end to the business of nar-
cotics here. (Prime
Minister Narendra)
Modiji has taken a pledge
for a drugs-free India in
the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav,” the home min-
ister said to a roaring au-
dience.

“I have heard the
speeches of Congress
leaders. They have noth-
ing to say except stressing
on the ‘riwaz’ (tradition),”
he said, coining a new slo-
gan — “Ek bar BJP, bar
bar BJP”. Accusing the
Congress of trying to cre-
ate divisions between
upper and lower
Himachal, Shah said,
“But Rahul baba, upper
Himachal and lower
Himachal both belong to
the BJP and so does every
nook and corner of the
state.” Alleging that the
Congress was responsible
for “scams” involving a

total amount Rs 12 lakh
crore during its govern-
ment at the Centre, the
home minister said, “Still
not satiated, they have
now come to Himachal
Pradesh. How can those
facing a chargesheet give
a good government in the
state?”

“There is democracy in
the country and gone are
the days of raja-rani. It is
the time of common peo-
ple. We have to elect a gov-
ernment that works for
the development of the
state,” he quipped.

Noting that there is
nothing in the name of de-
velopment in the speeches
of the Congress leaders,
Shah said, “In Delhi, it is
a ma-beta party and here
too, it is a ma-beta party,
where there is no place for
youngsters. Youngsters
have a place only in the
BJP.” His remarks came
in an apparent reference
to Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul

Gandhi in Delhi and
Pratibha Singh and her
son Vikramaditya Singh
in Himachal Pradesh.

Stressing on Modi’s de-
velopment plank and his
fondness for Himachal
Pradesh, he said the
prime minister has
worked here for years and
that is why he is familiar
with every corner of the
state.

Shah also recalled that
the BJP has laid a web of
roads in the state and that
a medical college is com-
ing up in Chamba.

“When there is a dou-
ble-engine government, it
has its own strength. If
anyone has benefitted the
most during the Modi gov-
ernment, it is the 80 crore
poor people of the coun-
try,” he said enumerating
a number of central
schemes.

Shah alleged that dur-
ing the previous UPA rule
in the country, terrorists
used to behead Indian sol-
diers every now and then
but the Congress leaders
would not even say a word
as they feared losing their
vote bank. “But now, it is
the Modi government and
not that of mauni baba
Manmohan Singh,” he
said, referring to the sur-
gical strikes inside
Pakistan.

Shah also reminded
people of the abrogation
of Article 370 of the
Constitution and the con-
struction of a Ram temple
in Ayodhya, saying it was
Modi who made these
things possible.

PUSHKAR FAIR

A young woman with a decorated camel during the annual Pushkar Fair, in Pushkar, Tuesday. 

GOPASTAMI RITUALS

Devotees perform rituals of ‘Gopastami’ festival, at Durgiana Temple in Amritsar, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Watery grave
 Jaisalmer: A married

woman and her six-
year-old daughter died
after they allegedly
jumped into a pond
built on a farm in
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The incident
occurred under the
Phalsund police station
area limits. Station
House Officer
Bhanwarlal said
Lakshmi (30) along with
her daughter Kunjan (6)
jumped into the pond
leading to their death.

Suspend
 Shimla: Days ahead of

Assembly polls in
Himachal Pradesh, the
ruling BJP on Monday
suspended five of its
rebel leaders from the
primary membership of
the party for contesting
the election as
Independents. Those sus-
pended include former
MLAs — Tejwant Singh
Negi (Kinnaur), Kishori
Lal (Anni), Manohar
Dhiman (Indora), K L
Thakur (Nalagarh) —
and the BJP’s Himachal
unit vice-president
Kripal Parmar.

Detained 
 Kolkata: Nearly 100

teaching job aspirants
demanding appoint-
ment in schools were
detained in the Salt
Lake area here on
Tuesday for blocking a
thoroughfare here with-
out informing the au-
thorities, a police offi-
cer said. The protestors
claimed to have been de-
prived of teaching jobs
in state-run and state-
aided upper primary,
secondary and higher
secondary schools de-
spite having qualified
in the recruitment tests
conducted by the School
Service Commission
(SSC).

Bus fire
 Pune: Forty two pas-

sengers of a state trans-
port bus had a narrow
escape after it caught
fire in Maharashtra’s
Pune city on Tuesday,
officials said. The inci-
dent took place at
around 11.30 am at
Shastri Chowk in
Yerawada area when
the bus was on way to
Pune from Yavatmal, a
fire official said.

Revamped
 Aurangabad: The

premises of the famous
Tulja Bhavani temple
in Maharashtra’s
Osmanabad district
will be revamped and
the sanctum will be in-
layed with gold and sil-
ver, a district official
said. Speaking to re-
porters on Monday, dis-
trict collector Sachin
Ombase said a detailed
project report for re-
vamping the temple
will be made in the next
three months.

Mishap
 Saharanpur: Three

labourers were killed
on Tuesday after being
hit by a truck in this
district, police said.
Sushil (55) and Bhopal
(52) — both labourers —
were returning to their
home when a truck hit
their bike in Gagalhedi
area, killing them on
the spot, they said.

A student dressed in
Yakshagana during the
67th Kannada Rajyotsava
celebration at Kanteerava
stadium in Bengaluru,
Tuesday.

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah 
addresses a public meeting in Karsog, Himachal Pradesh,
Tuesday.

Shah targets Cong
with ‘ma-beta
party’ barb’

‘21,000 sq ft of space freed, 
Rs 4 lakh revenue earned’

Anil Parab



ALL SAINTS DAY

Bouquets of flowers adorn graves in the Westerbegraafplaats cemetary on All Saints Day, in Gent, on November 1.
Belgians celebrate the Catholic All Saints’ Day on November 1, visiting tombstones to honour the memory of 
deceased relatives.
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Washington, Nov 01 (PTI):

Hundreds of Indian
Americans worshipped
the Sun God on Sunday
evening and Monday night
at several places in the
country, ranging from the
Potomac river in a suburb
of this city and Query
Lake front in Fremont, to a
makeshift pond in
Connecticut and
Donaldson Park in New
Jersey.

In New Jersey, India’s
Consul General in New
York Randhir Jaiswal and
his spouse Dr Abha
Jaiswal joined the
“Morning Arag” or the
worship of the rising sun
at Donaldson Park,
Highland, along with near-
ly a thousand Indian
Americans from the New

York and New Jersey area.
Organised by the Bihar

and Jharkhand
Association of North
America and Bihar
Foundation, one of the
largest Chhath celebra-
tions in the US saw the
participation of families
of top corporate leaders.

In his brief remarks,
Jaiswal highlighted the
significance of the dias-
pora community in cele-
brating Indian festivals
thousands of miles away
from the country of their
origin.

Pushpa Mishra from
New Jersey celebrated
Chhath with friends and
family. A first time
“Vrati” or faster, she cel-
ebrated the festival with
her spouse, Nirmal
Mishra, a Director at

Centroid Systems.
Among those who

joined the celebrations in
New Jersey were Manish
Varma, Global VP at
GlaxoSmithKline, Amit
Choudhry, COO of
Wipro, Vikas Varma, Dr
Director at Johnson &
Johnson.

“All families came to-
gether to prepare Chhath
Prasad and celebrate the
puja at the ghaat, ex-
tremely well organised
by BAJANA and their
never tiring executive
committee and their vol-
unteers,” said Alok
Kumar, chairman Bihar
Foundation.

Braving the biting cold,
a large number of Indian
American gathered on
the banks of the Potomac
River, in a Virginia sub-
urb of Washington DC, to
participate in what is
now considered as one of
the oldest Chhath cele-
brations in the country.

It was a community ef-
fort led by software engi-
neer Kripa Shankar
Singh, who along with
his wife Manisha started
the celebrations in a
small way in 2006.

Hundreds of Indian Americans celebrate
Chhath at over dozen places in US San Francisco, Nov 01 (AP):

The man accused of at-
tacking House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s husband
with a hammer told po-
lice he wanted to hold the
Democratic leader
hostage and “break her
kneecaps” to show other
members of Congress
there were “conse-
quences to actions,” au-
thorities have said.

In a chilling federal
complaint, officials say
David DePape, 42, carry-
ing zip ties, tape and a
rope in a backpack,
broke into the couple’s
San Francisco home
early on Friday morn-
ing, went upstairs where
82-year-old Paul Pelosi
was sleeping, and de-
manded to talk to
“Nancy.”

“This house and the
speaker herself were
specifically targets,” San
Francisco District

Attorney Brooke Jenkins
said at a Monday evening
news conference an-
nouncing state charges
against DePape, includ-
ing attempted murder.

“This was politically
motivated,” Jenkins said.
She implored the public
to “watch the words that

we say and to turn down
the volume of our politi-
cal rhetoric.”

Investigators believe
DePape had been re-
searching in advance to
target Pelosi, Jenkins
said in an interview with
The Associated Press.

“This was not some-

thing that he did at the
spur of the moment,” she
said.

In a statement late
Monday, Speaker Pelosi
said her family was “most
grateful” for “thousands
of messages conveying
concern, prayers and
warm wishes.”

Police: Pelosi suspect wanted to break speaker’s knees

United Nations, Nov 01 (PTI):

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has ex-
pressed deep sadness
over a tragic bridge col-
lapse in Gujarat’s Morbi
city and expressed condo-
lences to the families of
the victims and injured.

At least 134 people lost
their lives in the tragedy
which took place in
Morbi town of the
Saurashtra region when
the British-era suspen-
sion bridge came crash-
ing down on Sunday
evening.

“The Secretary-

General is deeply sad-
dened by the tragic news
of the collapse of the
Morbi bridge in
Gujarat,” a statement is-
sued by Stephane
Dujarric, Spokesman for
the Secretary-General,
said on Monday.

Guterres expressed his
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims, as
well as the people and
government of India, and
wished a quick recovery
to those injured, the
statement said.

President of the 77th
session of the UN
General Assembly Csaba
Korosi said in a tweet
“Deep sorrow at the
bridge collapse in
Gujarat, India. My
thoughts and prayers are
with the victims, their
families and with the
emergency services.”

UN chief Guterres deeply
saddened by Morbi

bridge collapse tragedyKathmandu, Nov 01 (PTI):

Tika Dutta Pokharel, a
centenarian freedom fight-
er, will be the oldest candi-
date in Nepal’s parliamen-
tary election to be held on
November 20, contesting
against former prime min-
ister Pushpakamal Dahal
“Prachanda” and aims to
turn the Himalayan na-
tion into a Hindu state
again.

Pokharel, born in
Gorkha district, filed can-
didacy from Gorkha 2 con-
stituencies along with 11
other candidates against
67-year-old Prachanda, ac-
cording to Sushil Man
Serchan, President of
Nepali Congress (BP), a
breakaway faction of the
ruling Nepali Congress.

The Election
Commission has regis-
tered his name as the can-
didate at the age of 99.
Pokharel turned 100 on
Monday.

His health is sound, can
walk and talk very well
and is active in politics,
said Serchan.

A father of seven chil-
dren, Pokharel is contest-
ing the election on behalf
of the Nepali Congress
(BP) with the symbol
water vessel.

He is the oldest candi-
date contesting the
November 20 elections.
Nepal will hold elections
for the federal Parliament

and provincial assembly
in a single phase on
November 20.

“There is no real leader
in the country and those
who claim themselves as
leaders have come just to
earn money,” Serchan
quoted Pokharel as saying.

“I have filed my candida-
cy to give rights to the peo-
ple and to turn our coun-
try into a Hindu state
again,” said Pokharel, who
is contesting the election
for the first time.

Nepal abolished its 239-
year-old Hindu monarchy
in 2008.

Talking to people, who
came to his house to ex-
tend good wishes on his
birthday, Pokharel
claimed that he will win
the election by defeating
Prachanda saying “the
stone and soil of Gorkha
knows what kind of per-
son I am, and the people
are well aware of my oppo-
nent.”

100-year-old freedom fighter to be oldest
candidate in Nepal’s parliamentary election

Chicago, Nov 01 (AP):

As many as 15 people
were injured in a drive-by
shooting, including three
children, in the city’s
Garfield Park neighbour-
hood on Halloween night,
Chicago police said.

According to WLS-TV,
Chicago Police
Superintendent David
Brown said there are three
juvenile victims: a 3-year-
old, an 11-year-old and a
teenager who may be 13
years old. The others
wounded by gunfire are
adults ranging in age from
their 30s to their 50s. One
person was struck by a car.
The Chicago Fire
Department said it sent at
least 10 ambulances to the
scene.

Brown said the drive-by
shooting happened around
9:30 pm and was over in a
matter of seconds. It was
captured on police surveil-

lance video, which investi-
gators are reviewing.

Preliminary informa-
tion indicates there were
at least two shooters seen
on the video, firing indis-
criminately into the
crowd.

Brown said the victims’
conditions range from
non-life threatening in-
juries to critical condition.
No fatalities were immedi-
ately reported. Police were
waiting for their emer-
gency treatment to be re-
solved so they can inter-

view them.
Investigators are trying

to determine a motive and
get a description of the car
and those responsible,
Brown said. No one was in
custody.

Brown said there were
no known conflicts at the
corner Monday night.
Brown said there were sev-
eral large groups at the
corner, which is a popular
gathering spot in the
neighbourhood. Some
were reportedly attending
a vigil.

15 hurt, including 3 children, in
Chicago Halloween shooting

Jerusalem, Nov 01 (PTI):

Israelis began voting on
Tuesday in the general
elections, the fifth in less
than four years, to break
the political stalemate that
has paralysed the country.

Polling booths opened at
7 am local time. Polls will
close at 10 pm but official
results are not expected
until Wednesday. The
process of forming the
government could drag on
for weeks.

About 6.78 million eligi-
ble Israeli citizens will
elect their 25th Knesset
(Israeli Parliament).

Opinion polls predict an
incredibly close race with
mostly predicting another
stalemate, but some giving
an edge to the right-wing
formation led by former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu looking to
make a comeback.

The prospect of the next
government seems to be
largely hinging on two fac-
tors the level of right-wing
polarisation, not necessar-
ily in favour of veteran
politician Netanyahu but
for him to lead the coali-
tion, and the extent of
voter apathy, surprisingly,

in the Arab sector.
Netanyahu, 73, Israel’s

longest-serving prime
minister and among one of
the most polarising ones
whose leadership plagued
by charges of graft has

been at the centre of cur-
rent instability, is facing a
battle of political survival.

He has so far enjoyed
the unflinching loyalty of
his Likud party and other
right-wing parties that

have firmly stood behind
him.

There were times when
the bloc led by him came
tantalisingly close to the
magical 61 number in the
120-member Knesset,
falling short by just one
member.

His main rival, caretak-
er Prime Minister Yair
Lapid, is looking for a
strong show for his Yesh
Atid party that could help
him mobilise those politi-
cal formations opposed to
a Netanyahu comeback.

Lapid last time out man-
aged to cobble such a gov-
ernment bringing in
strange bedfellows togeth-
er, including parties from
Left, right and Centre
backed for the first time
with the support of even
an Arab party in an exper-
iment that many saw as
historical. About 40 par-
ties which are contesting
are unlikely to get passed
the threshold figure of 3.25
per cent votes required to
get an entry into the
Knesset. Some 210,720 new
voters will be able to vote
for the first time, account-
ing for about four to five
seats, adding an interest-
ing dimension to the polls.

Israelis vote in general elections
to end political stalemate

A voter undergoes verification process before casting his
vote during the general elections, at a polling booth in
Jerusalem, Tuesday, Nov. 1.
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Fix responsibility
On the face of it, iit ap-
pears that the Morbi
bridge has collapsed due
to negligence in repair-
ing the British-era
bridge and allowing
over 400 persons to cross
at one time, putting an
extra load on it. The
trust that maintains the
bridge charges Rs 17 for
adults and Rs 12 for chil-
dren for sight-seeing
across the bridge.
Responsibility should be
fixed and the culprits
punished.

DK WIG, by mail

Who checked
bridge?

The century-old bridge
in Gujarat  has col -
lapsed due to the negli-
gence of the gover n-
ment. How did a private
company open the
bridge for  the public
without a  f itness cer-
tificate? Some bridges
built by the British are
sti l l  in a  good condi-
tion. But this  bridge
collapsed within days
of its renovation. What
material was used and
why did engineers not
examine it thoroughly?
The load-bearing capac-
ity of the bridge was
also not considered be-
fore allowing people to
go on it . Money mat-
ters, but not at the cost
of human lives. Simply
setting up an inquiry
committee to examine
the tragedy is  not
enough.

Lk Handa, by mail

End veto power
Years after the 26/11
P a k i s t a n - o r i g i n a t e d
Mumbai terror attacks
the plotters remain un-
punished. The UN
Security Council has in-
deed proved to be a paper
tiger and its helplessness
could largely be attrib-
uted to the irrational
concept of veto power
being misused by its per-
manent members. Such
extant unbridled powers
should be given a quick
burial and all hot-bedded
global issues should sole-
ly be decided by majority
consensus.

Vinayak G, by mail

Girls on sale
It is unfortunate that
in these modern times,
when girls are outshin-
ing boys in every field,
girls are becoming vic-
tims of poverty and
undergoing maltreat-
ment and sexual abuse.
India claims to be the
fifth in the world as far
as economic growth is
concer ned, but at the
same time, poverty is
playing havoc in our
society, where girls are
being sold like ani-
mals. The NHRC and
the NCW should make
all-out ef forts to end
this menace and en-
sure that the guilty are
awarded exemplary
punishment.

Raj Kumar Kapoor,
Ropar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Students stand in a formation depicting the Kerala state as part of an anti-drug campaign, in Thrissur, Tuesday, Nov. 1.

ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGN

TT he Morbi bridge tragedy that claimed 132 lives and left about 93
injured when a pedestrian suspension bridge over River Machchhu

in Gujarat’s Morbi town crammed with people collapsed on Sunday night,
is one of the worst disasters of recent times. The bridge was closed to
public for several months for renovation and was opened on Gujrati New
Year’s Day on October 26 reportedly without proper safety assessment.
The horrific tragedy is a wake-up call for states in the Northeast region
to undertake a comprehensive survey of the safety status of every sus-
pension bridge in the region. A criminal case has been registered under
sections of culpable homicide and Gujarat government has appointed a
Special Investigation Team to probe the incident. Preliminary reports
suggest gross negligence of opening the bridge for public without
obtaining without fitness certificate and safety clearance from authori-
ties concerned after completion of repair and maintenance work. The SIT
investigation will ascertain the veracity of this allegation. Survivors’
accounts reveal another anomaly of issuing tickets to visitors about four
to five times the capacity of more than a century-old bridge with no
mechanism to regulate the flow of people. The suspension bridge with
233-meter span and 1.25-meter wide is showcased by Morbi district
authorities as well as Gujarat Tourism Department as a place of interest
for tourists and describe it as “an engineering marvel.” A safety over-
sight mechanism for such a place of tourism importance could have
ensured the checks against any act of negligence during maintenance
and operation of the bridge. Opening of the bridge of prime attraction to
tourists to the public escaping attention of the district and municipal
authorities for consecutive four days till the occurrence of the tragedy
speaks volume about the gaps in the disaster management plan for the
city. The SIT probe is also expected to shed light if the private company
had any technical expertise of undertaking maintenance and repair of a
suspension bridge and whether Morbi municipality authorities consid-
ered this while awarding the contract. National and State Disaster
Management Authorities drawing lessons from such institutional gaps
will go a long way in devising mechanism to improve coordination over
safety at public places including bridges, roads, highways, markets and
shopping places on real time basis. Improving safety surveillance by
command centres equipped with live footages from CCTV camera scan
prevent many such disasters waiting to happen for lack of proper sur-
veillance and safety oversight mechanism. The Morbi tragedy has
revived sad memories of a similar tragedy in Arunachal Pradesh in 2011
which claimed 15 lives when an old wire suspension foot bridge over
Kameng River in East Kameng district collapsed due to excessive load on
account of overcrowding beyond carrying capacity. Suspension bridges
over fast flowing hilly rivers in the border state and other states in the
Northeast serve as lifeline for many remote villagers and regular main-
tenance and repair of these bridges is vital to ensure safe connectivity.
Regular and frequent safety audit of these bridges for strength evalua-
tion needs to be prioritized in disaster management. Mere display of cau-
tion on maximum load carrying capacity cannot prevent a disaster with-
out a proper system in place to regulate the flow and to enforce the max-
imum load limit. Roping in local ward residents, villagers in enforcement
of safety oversight mechanism and safety audit will go a long way in pre-
venting disasters and undertaking timely maintenance and repair. The
National Disaster Management Authority issuing a comprehensive
guideline on safety aspects of foot suspension bridges will help State
Disaster Management Authorities in the region as well as other states to
undertake mapping of such bridges and what’s required to be done to
ensure that Morbi-bridge collapse or Seppa-bridge tragedies do not
recur. It is hoped that Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who heads the
NDMA, will take up the larger issue of safety of suspension foot bridges
and for undertaking necessary measures to bridge the gaps in their
maintenance and safe operation. The tragedy also sounds alarm bell
against overcrowding on living root bridges of Meghalaya and strictly
regulating the number of tourists on them at a time after a proper safety
audit of such bridges. These living root bridges are marvel of traditional
and indigenous engineering skills but unregulated footfall of tourists
beyond carrying capacity of these bridges could be disastrous. Odisha
government closing an old suspension bridge over Mahanadi connecting
Dhabaleswar island shrine on Tuesday for repair and evaluation for safe-
ty and strength for maximum load, following the Morbi tragedy is a wise
move. States in the northeast region undertaking a similar exercise will
help local administration identify weak bridges, cap the number of pedes-
trians depending on assessment of the bridge status. Alternative arrange-
ments will also be required to be undertaken in the event imposing of new
caps on pedestrians’ movement becomes necessary for safety.

D etecting cancer early be-
fore it spreads throughout

the body can be lifesaving. This
is why doctors recommend reg-
ular screening for several com-
mon cancer types, using a vari-
ety of methods. Colonoscopies,
for example, screen for colon
cancer, while mammograms
screen for breast cancer.

While important, getting all
these tests done can be logisti-
cally challenging, expensive
and sometimes uncomfortable
for patients. But what if a sin-
gle blood test could screen for
most common cancer types all
at once?

This is the promise of multi-
cancer early detection tests, or
MCEDs. This year, President
Joe Biden identified developing
MCED tests as a priority for the
Cancer Moonshot, a US 1.8 bil-
lion federal effort to reduce the
cancer death rate and improve
the quality of life of cancer sur-
vivors and those living with
cancer.

As a laboratory medicine
physician and researcher who
develops molecular tests for
cancer, I believe MCED tests
are likely to transform cancer
screening in the near future,
particularly if they receive
strong federal support to en-
able rapid innovation.

How MCED tests work
All cells in the body, includ-

ing tumor cells, shed DNA into
the bloodstream when they die.
MCED tests look for the trace
amounts of tumor DNA in the
bloodstream. This circulating
“cell-free” DNA contains infor-
mation about what type of tis-

sue it came from and whether it
is normal or cancerous.

Testing to look for circulat-
ing tumor DNA in the blood is
not new. These liquid biopsies a
fancy way of saying blood tests
are already widely used for pa-
tients with advanced-stage can-
cer. Doctors use these blood
tests to look for mutations in
the tumor DNA that help guide
treatment. Because patients
with late-stage cancer tend to
have a large amount of tumor
DNA circulating in the blood,
it’s relatively easy to detect the
presence of these genetic
changes.

MCED tests are different
from existing liquid biopsies
because they are trying to de-
tect early-stage cancer, when
there aren’t that many tumor
cells yet. Detecting these can-
cer cells can be challenging
early on because noncancer
cells also shed DNA into the
bloodstream. Since most of the
circulating DNA in the blood-
stream comes from noncancer
cells, detecting the presence of
a few molecules of cancer DNA
is like finding a needle in a
haystack. Making things even
more difficult, blood cells shed
abnormal DNA naturally with
aging, and these strands can be
confused for circulating cancer
DNA. This phenomenon,
known as clonal
hematopoiesis, confounded
early attempts at developing
MCED tests, with too many
false positive results.
Fortunately, newer tests are
able to avoid blood cell interfer-
ence by focusing on a type of
“molecular barcode” embed-
ded in the cancer DNA that
identifies the tissue it came
from. These barcodes are a re-
sult of DNA methylation, natu-
rally existing modifications to
the surface of DNA that vary
for each type of tissue in the
body. For example, lung tissue
has a different DNA methyla-
tion pattern than breast tissue.
Furthermore, cancer cells have
abnormal DNA methylation
patterns that correlate with

cancer type. By cataloging dif-
ferent DNA methylation pat-
terns, MCED tests can focus on
the sections of DNA that distin-
guish between cancerous and
normal tissue and pinpoint the
cancer’s origin site.

Testing options
There are currently several

MCED tests in development
and in clinical trials. No MCED
test is currently FDA-approved
or recommended by medical so-
cieties. In 2021, the biotech com-
pany GRAIL launched the first
commercially available MCED
test in the U.S. Its Galleri test
claims to detect over 50 differ-
ent types of cancers. At least
two other U.S.-based compa-
nies, Exact Sciences and
Freenome, and one Chinese
company, Singlera Genomics,
have tests in development.
Some of these tests use differ-
ent cancer detection methods
in addition to circulating
tumor DNA, such as looking
for cancer-associated proteins
in blood. MCED tests are not
yet typically covered by insur-
ance. GRAIL’s Galleri test is
currently priced at

949, and the company offers a
payment plan for people who
have to pay out of pocket.
Legislators have introduced a
bill in Congress to provide
Medicare coverage for MCED
tests that obtain FDA approval.
It is unusual for Congress to
consider legislation devoted to
a single lab test, and this high-
lights both the scale of the med-
ical market for MCED and con-
cerns about disparities in ac-
cess without coverage for these
expensive tests.

How should MCED tests be
used?

Figuring out how MCED
tests should be implemented in
the clinic will take many years.
Researchers and clinicians are
just beginning to address ques-
tions on who should be tested,
at what age, and how past med-
ical and family history should
be taken into account. Setting
guidelines for how doctors will
further evaluate positive

MCED results is just as impor-
tant. There is also concern that
MCED tests may result in over-
diagnoses of low-risk, asympto-
matic cancers better left unde-
tected. This happened with
prostate cancer screening.
Previously, guidelines recom-
mended that all men ages 55 to
69 regularly get blood tests to
determine their levels of PSA,
a protein produced by cancer-
ous and noncancerous prostate
tissue. But now the recommen-
dation is more nuanced, with
screening suggested on an indi-
vidual basis that takes into ac-
count personal preferences.

Another concern is that fur-
ther testing to confirm positive
MCED results will be costly
and a burden to the medical
system, particularly if a full-
body scan is required. The out-
of-pocket cost for an MRI, for
example, can run up to thou-
sands of dollars. And patients
who get a positive MCED result
but are unable to confirm the
presence of cancer after exten-
sive imaging and other follow-
up tests may develop lifelong
anxiety about a potentially
missed diagnosis and continue
to take expensive tests in fruit-
less search for a tumor.

Despite these concerns,
early clinical studies show
promise. A 2020 study of over
10,000 previously undiagnosed
women found 26 of 134 women
with a positive MCED test
were confirmed to have cancer.
A 2021 study sponsored by
GRAIL found that half of the
over 2,800 patients with a
known cancer diagnosis had a
positive MCED test and only
0.5% of people confirmed to
not have cancer had a false
positive test. The test per-
formed best for patients with
more advanced cancers but did
detect about 17% of the pa-
tients who had very-early-
stage disease. MCED tests may
soon revolutionise the way cli-
nicians approach cancer
screening. The question is
whether the health care sys-
tem is ready for them.

II n early 2020, as province after
province in Canada declared pub-

lic health emergencies, and pandemic
restrictions came into force, routine
grocery runs changed dramatically.
Faced with the uncertainty caused by
COVID-19, many people across
Canada and around the world began
to stockpile food and other products.
This was the beginning of a series of
impacts that the pandemic had on our
experiences with food. To better
understand food-related decisions
during the pandemic, our research
team conducted an online survey
among a sample of adults from the
province of Qu bec. This survey
spanned three different time points
between the initial lockdown in the
spring of 2020 and the curfew period
in Qu bec in the winter of 2021. Our
study showed that people reduced
their frequency of shopping for food

in store at the beginning of the pan-
demic. This reduction occurred in tan-
dem with a rise in curbside pick-up
and delivery. The general rise in pop-
ularity of no-contact grocery methods
was not unique to Canada, and was
likely due to people seeking to limit
their exposure to the virus. Our sur-
vey suggests that in-store shopping
frequency had returned to its pre-
pandemic level by mid-2020.
However, the use of no-contact gro-
cery methods is expected to persist
among a considerable portion of the
population. The pandemic not only
changed the way we purchased food,
but also the motivations behind those
purchases. As shown in our upcoming
research, more than three-quarters of
our survey respondents expressed an
increased desire to support local food
retailers compared to 2019.
Furthermore, 68 per cent of them

placed increased importance on the
country of origin of food products.
Respondents also stated that their
purchasing decisions were motivated
by the safety and price of food prod-
ucts as well as the environmental and
ethical impact. Major societal
changes like restaurant closures,
home schooling and teleworking
came with an increase in frequency of
cooking at home and improved food-
related skills like cooking and meal
planning. Many Canadians have
learned new recipes, and the much-
reported rise in the popularity of bak-
ing is corroborated by a drastic
increase in online searches for bread
recipes in the first weeks of the pan-
demic (which remained higher than
pre-pandemic until well into 2021).
Improved food-related skills were
most pronounced among families,
which is likely due to an increase in

children’s participation in cooking
activities during lockdowns. In addi-
tion, more than one-third of survey
respondents in our upcoming study
identified increased time and motiva-
tion to cook, comfort and enjoyment
derived from food, and interest in
food as reasons for enhanced skills in
their household. While better cooking
skills and more frequent home cook-
ing may be considered beneficial,
they came with a downside. Some
people seemed to become fatigued of
preparing meals over the course of
the pandemic, which was reflected in
an increase in take-out or delivery
orders for prepared foods in early
2021 compared with 2020. The effect
of the pandemic on eating behaviours
varied across individuals. On the one
hand, food appears to have been used
as a source of comfort and a way to
avoid boredom during the pandemic

lockdowns. More than one-quarter of
our respondents reported an
increased desire to eat during the
pandemic compared to before, as (in
their own words) they were at home
and around food all the time. On the
other hand, a small proportion of
respondents reported that their
desire to eat had decreased. The main
reasons for this change were feelings
of stress and anxiety as well as
decreased motivation to cook.
Lockdowns also had mixed effects on
the healthiness of food choices. A
study summarizing data collected
worldwide found that, overall, people
reported consuming more unhealthy
foods like snacks and sweets during
pandemic lockdowns. However, some
individuals also seem to have taken
advantage of the pandemic lock-
downs to make healthier food choic-
es.

COVID-19 reshaped the way we buy, prepare and consume food
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editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
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TT he Tamil Nadu government’s decision to recommend a probe by
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) into the Coimbatore

car-blast case is indeed welcome. The NIA has already started its
investigation and already shocking information has been revealed
linked to the car blast. The one deceased in the blast and those
arrested according to police sources have hardcore terror links and
what might have resulted in major serial blasts was thwarted due to
timely intervention of the police and Intelligence personnel. The
explosion in a car killing its driver some days ago in the Ukkadam
area of the city had spread fear and panic among the people as they
reminisced the horrendous serial bomb blasts that rocked Tamil
Nadu’s second-largest metropolis in 1998, killing many people and
injuring hundreds. The blasts then were conspired and triggered by a
fundamentalist group and was a consequence of communal clashes
and killings that occurred in the city in 1997. The blasts occurred on
a day when the then BJP supremo LK Advani was to visit the city for
an election campaign. A delay in his flight averted a major mishap
then, but serial bomb blasts killed so many. Also Read - Morbi
tragedy a wake-up call for Northeast The recent car blast has raised
curiosity and a number of questions linking the same to terror and
fundamental activities which has national and international connec-
tions. The WhatsApp status of the deceased, the finding of explosives
and bomb-making materials, the arrest of the accomplices of the
deceased and their connection with hardcore terror outfits including
ISIS, the documents including details of vital public spots and places
of worship in the city, go to show that undoubtedly a conspiracy was
being hatched for a terrible terror attack. The alertness and the time-
ly action of the police department have definitely thwarted a major
attack. Also Read - Corrupt officers This commercial blue-chip city of
the South took four to five years after the 1998 blasts to limp back to
its present form. The Stalin government has come in for severe criti-
cism after the blast for its lackadaisical way of handling the situation
and also for appeasement. The criticism comes as the same DMK
regime was in power during the 1998 serial blasts and was at that
time severely lambasted for being soft on those allegedly linked to
terror and fundamental activities. The Tamil Nadu Governor has said
that there should be no politics on terrorism and no leniency to ter-
rorists as they are enemies of the nation and friends of none. Let us
hope that the NIA’s investigation bring out the facts behind this con-
spiracy and the state government deals severely with the plotters,
while not providing scope for communalizing and politicizing terror-
ism as already different factions and parties have began milking the
car blast incident for political gain. 

Coimbatore car blast 

MCED tests promises to boost 
early detection of cancer

Morbi tragedy a wake-up
call for Northeast

COLIN PRITCHARD
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BRIEF

Whirlpool
New Delhi: Consumer
durables firm
Whirlpool of India Ltd
on Tuesday reported a
decline of 88.13 per cent
in its consolidated net
profit at Rs 49.02 crore
for the second quarter
ended September 2022
on account of commodi-
ty headwinds and a one-
time gain last fiscal. The
company had posted a
net profit of Rs 413.19
crore during the July-
September period of the
previous fiscal,
Whirlpool of India, a
subsidiary of Whirlpool
Corporation, said in a
regulatory filing.

Wheels India
Chennai: Wheels India
Ltd, manufacturer of
steel wheels for automo-
biles has reported net
profit at Rs 15.14 crore
during the quarter end-
ing September 30, 2022,
the company said on
Tuesday. The company
had reported net profits
at Rs 21.2 crore during
corresponding quarter
previous year. For the
half year ending
September 30, 2022, the
net profits of the com-
pany stood at Rs 25.8
crore as against Rs 31.3
crore registered in the
corresponding period
last year.

Flipkart
New Delhi: E-com-
merce major Flipkart
India's consolidated
net loss widened to Rs
3,413 crore in the fi-
nancial year 2021-22
despite increase in
revenues, according to
financial data ac-
cessed by business in-
telligence platform
Tofler. The Walmart
group-owned firm had
reported a net loss of
Rs 2,445.6 crore in the
previous financial
year 2020-21.

PNB shares 
New Delhi: Shares of
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) on Tuesday fell
over 6 per cent after
the firm reported a 63
per cent decline in
standalone net profit
for the September
quarter. The stock de-
clined 5.87 per cent to
settle at Rs 40.10 on the
BSE. During the day, it
tanked 6.33 per cent to
Rs 39.90. At the NSE, it
fell 6.21 per cent to end
at Rs 40. In traded vol-
ume terms, 80.60 lakh
shares of the firm
were traded at the
BSE and over 14.61
crore shares at the
NSE during the day.

MakeMyTrip
New Delhi: Online
travel service
provider
MakeMyTrip Ltd on
Tuesday reported an
over two-fold rise in
adjusted operating
profit at USD 15.1 mil-
lion for the second
quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The NASDAQ-listed
firm had posted an ad-
justed operating profit
of USD 6.6 million in
the same quarter a
year ago. Gross book-
ings also increased
over two-fold to USD
1.5 billion from USD
734.1 million in the
year-ago period.

Hero MotoCorp
New Delhi: The coun-
try's largest two-wheel-
er maker Hero
MotoCorp on Tuesday
reported a 17 per cent
dip in its total sales at
4,54,582 units last
month as compared
with 5,47,970 units in
October 2021. In the do-
mestic market the com-
pany's dispatches to
dealers stood at 4,42,825
units, down 16 per cent
from 5,27,779 units in
the year-ago period.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

India will press for collec-
tive efforts to deal with the
spillovers of happenings in
advanced economies as well
as global regulation of cryp-
to assets to check terror
funding under its G20 presi-
dency, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Tuesday.

The minister outlined
eight priority areas, includ-
ing reforms in multilateral
institutions and food and
energy security, for discus-
sion under its G20 presiden-
cy which will begin from
December 1.

India will take over the
presidency of G20, which is
a grouping of 20 developed
and developing nations,
from Indonesia.

India is taking over the
presidency at a crucial junc-
ture when the world is fac-
ing multiple headwinds on

account of the Russia-
Ukraine war, increasing
crude oil prices, rising in-
terest rates and slowdown
in global demand.

"We are probably at a
very comfortable stage in
the sense of comparing
with other economies, our
macroeconomic fundamen-
tals are fine," Sitharaman

said, adding that emerging
markets always face the col-
lateral and unintended
spillovers of happenings in
the developed countries.

She said at the G20 forum
India is constantly main-
taining its position and
voicing the concerns of
emerging markets and low-
and middle-income coun-

tries. "Particularly at a time
when we are also facing the
collateral spillovers which
are unintended ... How
much countries like India
or in the middle or low in-
come bracket or emerging
markets can bear the brunt
of spillovers? Can you at all
be ready for unpredictable
spillovers, and how much
can you be ready?

"Therefore, (discussions
on) spillovers will be (a) pri-
ority," Sitharaman said at
ICRIER's G20 conference.

Warning of a recession in
advanced economies, IMF
last month lowered global
growth projections to 3.2 per
cent for 2022 and 2.9 per cent
for 2023.

The World Trade
Organisation (WTO) ex-
pects global trade growth to
slow down to 1 per cent in
2023, from 3.5 per cent this
year, due to global uncer-
tainties.

India to press for collective efforts
to deal with spillovers of actions

by rich nations at G20: FM

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks during ICRIER's
14th Annual International G-20 Conference, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

GST revenues regis-
tered the second highest
collection ever at Rs 1.52
lakh crore in October, re-
flecting pick up in econom-
ic activity in the festive
season.

The collections in
October this year recorded
a 16.6 per cent rise over Rs
1.30 lakh crore collected in
the same month last year.

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collection had
touched a record high of
nearly Rs 1.68 lakh crore
in April. In September, it
was Rs 1.48 lakh crore.

"The gross GST collect-
ed in the month of
October 2022 is Rs 1,51,718
crore, of which central
GST is Rs 26,039 crore,
state GST is Rs 33,396
crore, integrated GST is
Rs 81,778 crore (including
Rs 37,297 crore collected on
import of goods) and cess
is Rs 10,505 crore (includ-
ing Rs 825 crore collected
on import of goods),
which is second highest

till date," an official state-
ment said. The total rev-
enue of the Centre and the
states after regular as well
as adhoc settlements in
the month of October 2022
is Rs 74,665 crore for CGST
and Rs 77,279 crore for the
SGST. GST mop-up has
been over Rs 1.40 lakh
crore for eight months in a
row, while for two months
it has crossed the Rs 1.50
lakh crore-mark.

During the month of
September 2022, 8.3 crore
e-way bills were generat-
ed, which was significant-
ly higher than 7.7 crore e-
way bills generated in
August 2022. ICRA chief
economist Aditi Nayar
said the sharp sequential
pickup in the headline
GST collections in October
2022 reflects a combina-
tion of quarter-end flows
relating to the transac-
tions in the previous
month, as well as the surge
in GST e-way bills ahead of
a robust festive season.
"With the festive season in
October 2022, the genera-
tion of GST e-way bills is
expected to have remained

high, which should bolster
the GST collections in the
month of November 2022,"
Nayar said. ICRA expects
the CGST collections to ex-
ceed the FY23 Budget
Estimates by Rs 1.3-1.4
lakh crore. N. A. Shah
Associates Partner
Indirect Tax Parag Mehta
said October was also a
month of festivals and hol-
idays wherein people have
splurged on real estate, ve-
hicles, holidays and other
necessities. "It now looks
that GST collections will
surely cross Rs 1.50 lakh
crore on monthly basis
from November 2022,"
Mehta said. Deloitte India
Partner M S Mani said
major states have reported
impressive increase in col-
lections indicating that it
is a broad based phenome-
non across the country.

EY LLP Tax Partner
Saurabh Agarwal said
that with both the revenue
wings -- CBDT and CBIC --
charged up with increas-
ing the tax collection,
healthy collection can be
expected in the coming
months too.

GST collection at 
Rs 1.52 lakh crore in October
̈ Second highest ever

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Automaker Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) on
Tuesday reported a 21 per
cent increase in total sales
at 1,67,520 units in October.

The company had sold a
total of 1,38,335 units in the
same month last year, it
said in a statement.

Total domestic passen-
ger vehicle sales were at
1,47,072 units in October as
compared to 1,17,013 units
in the year-ago month, reg-
istering a growth of 26 per
cent. Sales of mini seg-
ment cars, comprising
Alto and S-Presso, grew to
24,936 units as against
21,831 units in October
2021. Sales of compact
cars, including Baleno,
Celerio, Dzire, Ignis, Swift,
Tour S and WagonR, rose
to 73,685 units last month
as compared to 48,690 units

in the year-ago month.
According to the state-
ment, utility vehicles con-
sisting of Brezza, Ertiga, S-
Cross and XL6 clocked
sales of 30,971 units last
month as compared to
27,081 units in the same pe-
riod a year ago.

Last month, sales of
Eeco were at 8,861 units as

against 10,320 units in
October 2021 while that of
light commercial vehicle
Super Carry stood at 2,913
units as against 3,797 units
during the same period.

MSIL said its exports in
October stood at 20,448
units as compared to 21,322
units in the same month
last year.

Maruti Suzuki’s total sales rise 
21 pc to 1,67,520 units in October

Cars on display at Maruti Suzuki showroom in Gurugram, Tuesday,
Nov. 1. Automaker Maruti Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) on Tuesday report-
ed a 21 per cent increase in total sales at 1,67,520 units in October. 

Chennai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras
Incubation Cell has signed a
partnership withN Incubation
Foundation (SSN iFound)
aimed at supporting budding
entrepreneurs in Tamil Nadu,
the company said on Tuesday.
Through the partnership, IIT-M
Incubation Cell would
supportN iFound in developing
an ecosystem that nurtures a
culture of building things and
provides incubation support to
promising entrepreneurial ven-
tures.
"As a first step in this direc-
tion, IITM Incubation Cell will
supportN iFound in setting up
Build Club - a student only run
club, and managed by them
that aims to create a culture
of building products among
students," a company state-
ment said here.
IIT-M Incubation Cell would

also supportN iFound in con-
ducting training, motivational
and experiential talks and
events to strengthen the
entrepreneurial ecosystem.
"India needs young entrepre-
neurs more than ever before
given their ability to con-
tribute actively to economic
development. We want to help
them nurture this entrepre-
neurial curiosity at an early
stage through Build Clubs...,"
IITM Incubation Cell, IIT
Madras Research Park, presi-
dent professor Ashok
Jhunjhunwala said. "Through
partnering with institutions
likeN, we believe that we can
achieve this. We are looking
forward to jointly nurturing
the next-generation wealth
creators and entrepreneurs to
strengthen India's startup
ecosystem", he said. IITMIC
andN iFound would periodical-
ly select start-ups with poten-
tial for co-incubation.

IITM Incubation Cell inks
pact with SSN iFound

New Delhi, Nov 01: 

Following a successful
run on its original content,
Watcho is expanding its of-
fering by providing bun-
dled packages of the most
popular OTT platforms,
thus providing its sub-
scribers with a whole new
world of digital content
along with the convenience
of a single subscription.

WATCHO will offer OTT
content from Disney+
Hotstar, Zee5, Sony LIV,
Lionsgate Play, Hungama
Play, HoiChoi, Klikk,
EpicOn, Chaupal, and Oho
Gujarati via a single login
and subscription model.
Additionally, subscribers
will also be able to enjoy
the massive library of orig-
inal content including 35+
enthralling web series,
Swag (UGC content),
snackable shows, and live
TV from WATCHO exclu-

sives. DishTV will further
enhance its plans as more
OTT platforms are in the
pipeline to join Watcho to
make it a comprehensive
entertainment destination.
Indian OTT viewers strug-
gle to keep up with the lat-
est content by juggling
multiple platforms.
Watcho's latest OTT aggre-
gation service lives up to
its promise of "One Hai
Toh Done Hai," which
seeks to deliver the conven-
ience of one plan and one
payment package to con-
tribute to the ease of access
to maximum content in
one place while improving
the viewing experience.
Further, as an introductory
offer (available for a limit-
ed period), DishTV, D2H,
and Siti Cable subscribers
can avail of and enjoy the
new service for a month,
without paying any addi-
tional cost.

Dish TV India launches its one-stop
OTT entertainment solution

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

Equity indices darted
up for the fourth day run-
ning on Tuesday to close at
over nine-month highs,
buoyed by positive macro-
economic data and a bull-
ish trend overseas. A re-
covering rupee and contin-
uous foreign fund inflows
added to the momentum,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 374.76
points or 0.62 per cent to
settle at 61,121.35 -- closing
above the 61,000-level for
the first time since
January 17 this year. On
similar lines, the broader
NSE Nifty advanced 133.20
points or 0.74 per cent to
end at 18,145.40.

NTPC was the top gain-
er among the Sensex con-
stituents, spurting 5 per
cent, followed by

PowerGrid, Dr Reddy's,
Infosys, TCS, UltraTech
Cement, HCL
Technologies, Sun
Pharma and Asian Paints.

Only four stocks logged
losses -- Axis Bank,
Maruti, Reliance
Industries and Tata Steel,
dropping as much as 3.76
per cent. "The bulls are
driving the trend in the do-
mestic market with back-
ing from FIIs and the glob-
al markets. The PMI num-

bers show that manufac-
turing activity in India re-
mained strong in October
and that pricing pressures
were kept in check as new
orders and production in-
creased, albeit slowly.
"Investors are keeping an
eye on the central banks'
policy meetings for any in-
dications of a slowdown in
the pace of rate hikes,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Manufacturing activi-
ties in India remained ro-
bust and price pressures
were contained in October
as new orders and produc-
tion rose, according to a
monthly survey released
on Tuesday. The seasonal-
ly-adjusted S&P Global
India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) was up from
55.1 in September to 55.3 in

October.
GST revenues regis-

tered the second highest
collection ever at Rs 1.52
lakh crore in October, re-
flecting pick up in econom-
ic activity in the festive
season, official data
showed. The collections in
October this year recorded
a 16.6 per cent rise over Rs
1.30 lakh crore collected in
the same month last year.

"Despite several events
lined up during the week
including Fed policy meet-
ing, global markets surged
on back of healthy quar-
terly results. Positive mo-
mentum continued in the
Indian equities as well
with Nifty gaining anoth-
er 133 points to close at
18145 -- its highest closing
since 17th January 2022.
Sector wise, action was
seen in metal and pharma
stocks.

Sensex rallies for 4th day, breaches 61,000-mark

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Tuesday said retirement
fund body EPFO's cover-
age will be expanded to 10
crore subscribers from the
existing level of 6.5 crore.

At a function to mark
the 70th foundation day of
the Employees Provident
Fund Organization
(EPFO), Yadav said,
"EPFO social security
schemes ambit will be ex-
panded. It will be in-
creased from 6.5 crore
subscribers to 10 crore."
He also launched the
EPFO Vision 2047 docu-
ment.

According to him, it is
the biggest responsibility
of the EPFO to reduce its
litigations and increase
the coverage. "We have
subsumed 29 labour laws
into four broad codes.
These codes provide for
expansion of social secu-
rity schemes, including
EPFO," the minister said.

This rationalisation

and simplification of laws
will minimize litigations
and bring in ease of doing
business. The minister ex-
pressed happiness over
the way EPFO has grown
in the years gone by and
the way it is managing its
huge corpus of savings of
the members.

As per a statement is-
sued by the labour min-
istry, the five objectives of
Chintan Shivir namely
Mission 10 crore, ease of
compliance, EPFO
Karmayogi, Satisfied
members and Preparing
for the future have been
identified as mission
areas for work to be taken
up by EPFO.

NAYAN XI

Newly launched high-speed catamaran named 'NAYAN XI', in Mumbai, Tuesday, Nov.
1. The new vessel sails between domestic cruise terminus and Mandwa near Alibaug,
and has a seating capacity of 140 passengers on the lower deck and another 60 pas-
sengers on the upper / business class deck. 

EPFO coverage to be expanded to 10 cr
subscribers: Bhupender Yadav

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The rupee appreciated
10 paise to close at 82.71
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, as
the greenback retreated
from its elevated levels.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.74
and witnessed a high of
82.59 and a low of 82.79.

It finally settled at 82.71
against the American cur-
rency, registering a rise of
10 paise over its previous
close amid a positive trend
in domestic equities.

On Monday, the rupee
had settled 34 paise lower
at 82.81.

Meanwhile, the dollar

index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.49 per
cent to 110.98.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
1.42 per cent to USD 94.13
per barrel.

Rupee gains 10 paise to close
at 82.71 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Vetsa Ramakrishna
Gupta on Tuesday assumed
additional charge as chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) --
the second 'Maharatna' oil
PSU to get an interim head
in the absence of a regular
appointment. Gupta,
Director (Finance) at
BPCL, succeeds Arun
Kumar Singh, who super-
annuated on October 31, a
company statement said.

Government headhunter
Public Enterprises
Selection Board (PESB)

had in March this year ad-
vertised for the post of
chairman and managing
director of BPCL to look for
a successor for Singh.

The applications for the
job closed on June 1 but
PESB is yet to recommend
a candidate, necessitating
the appointment of an in-
terim head. Singh retired
after serving as chairman
and managing director of
BPCL for 13 months. His
successor, Gupta, 51, is the
senior most director on the
company board and has
thus been given the addi-
tional charge. He will su-
perannuate in June 2031.

After ONGC, BPCL gets
interim head in absence
of regular appointment

B
ollywood actress Huma
Qureshi, who will soon be
seen in the upcoming

streaming movie 'Monica, O My
Darling', has said that no actress
should attempt to dance to the
tune of the iconic song 'Piya Tu
Ab Toh Aa Jaa' as a mark of
respect for veteran dancer-
actress Helen.
The actress was speaking at the
trailer launch of 'Monica, O My
Darling' in Mumbai. In the trail-
er, the audience can hear 'Piya
Tu Ab Toh Aa Jaa' playing in the
background as it flawlessly ties
the events in the trailer as it
slowly gives way to the title
'Monica, O My Darling', which is
an expression taken from the
track. When asked about the
usage of the retro song in the
film and the legalities involved,
Huma said that the film's team
had already sorted out the nec-
essary legal proceedings.
She further mentioned that since
it's a special track and carries

the massive weight of the histo-
ry of mainstream Hindi cinema
no actress should attempt to
dance to the song for the cam-
era as it solely belongs to Helen
(screen writer Salim Khan's wife
and Salman Khan's stepmother).
"Not just me but no other
actress should attempt the song
for the camera as it's an iconic
track belonging to Helen ji and
we must give due respect to her
craft and her performance in the
song which has swayed genera-
tions." The track in question was
composed by music director R.D.
Burman for the film 'Caravan'
which was directed by
Bollywood superstar Aamir
Khan's uncle, Nasir Hussain.
Speaking of 'Monica, O My
Darling', the film, produced by
Sarita Patil, Sanjay Routray,
Dikssha Jyote Routray and Vishal
Bajaj under the banner of
Matchbox Shots, is dropping
exclusively on Netflix on
November 11.

ACROSS

1. Frequently

6. Folding beds

10. Pound sounds

14. 747, e.g.

15. Fail to include

16. Perform alone

17. Portrayals

18. Put money in a bank

20. Right you ____!

21. Now and ____

23. Rents

24. Bother

26. Made haste

28. Poetic contraction

30. Former (hyph.)

35. Destiny

38. For fear that

40. Sped

41. Got it! (2 wds.)

42. Stairs

44. Tractor-trailer

45. Raises children

47. Depart

48. Horse's gait

49. Fire ____ (fire chief)

51. Relieve

53. She, in Bordeaux

55. Scoundrel

59. Small hound

63. Legendary story

65. George Gershwin's brother

66. Lack of knowledge

68. Garret

70. Athletic group

71. Whirl

72. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"

73. Border

74. Trickle

75. Totaled

DOWN

1. Actress ____ Winfrey

2. ____ and fauna

3. Yarns

4. Wind direction (abbr.)

5. Snuggle

6. ZIP ____

7. Prophetic signs

8. Waiter's reward

9. Obtained illegally

10. Vietnam's continent

11. Decomposes

12. Run for it

13. Repairs lawns

19. Hebrew feast

22. Shoe parts

25. Expresses scorn

27. Savory pastry (2 wds.)
29. Relate again
31. Sips
32. Bakery employee
33. Office message
34. Correct copy
35. Unyielding
36. On a cruise
37. Eye drop
39. Male or female
43. Begin
46. Transparent
50. Communion tables
52. Largest desert
54. Roast host
56. Used footnotes
57. Get up
58. Fastened shoestrings
59. Nip
60. Old
61. Obstacle
62. Indefinite number
64. Sharp bark
67. Born
69. Turner or Koppel
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You could feel extremely passionate
today, Aquarius. You might want to con-
nect with a love partner but be prevented
by circumstances. You might be attracted
to racier novels or movies. Repressed
anger could bubble up from your subcon-
scious and seek an outlet. This is a great
day to channel that anger into some artis-
tic activity. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Electrical or plumbing problems with your
house might come up. Call a professional,
Pisces. Don't try to fix it yourself, because
you could make it worse. Friends might
want to visit but tell them to wait until
another day. Discussions could quickly dete-
riorate into arguments today. This is a great
day to work quietly alone on whatever inter-
ests you the most.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Stay close to home today, Aries. Spending
too much time in the car could lead to
stress or, in extreme cases, minor acci-
dents. On the job, this could turn out to be
one of those days. Avoid office politics and
stay out of arguments. Try to sequester
yourself and do your work alone. Days like
this are best used to take care of your
affairs quickly and efficiently.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Money matters might take a turn for the
worse today. Don't fly off the handle
because of this, Taurus. Use every bit of
financial savvy you have to put things
straight. Try to remain calm and collected
when dealing with stubborn people. Don't
be drawn into arguments. You will be able
to pull everything together again, but only
by your ingenuity. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Gemini, check your house to make cer-
tain everything is in working order.
There are indications that small haz-
ards could exist that need correcting.
Tension might run high among family
members, and quarrels could result.
Don't waste time trying to mediate.
They will have to work it out for them-
selves. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Short visits in your neighborhood could
catapult you into some negative situa-
tions, Cancer. It's best to stay close to
home if you can. An angry letter or call
could put you in a shaky mood. This isn't a
day to socialize. Days like this are best
spent keeping to yourself and throwing
your energy into taking care of whatever
you're working on.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might be a bit worried about your
financial affairs, Leo. A past mistake could
have led to some rather upsetting conse-
quences. Now you need to harness every bit
of skill you have in order to set things
straight. Your knowledge of modern tech-
nology could help. A friend might try to pick
a quarrel with you, but it's best to stay cool,
neutral, and out of the discussion.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your physical energy is very high today,
Virgo. You're likely to want to get out and
exercise, perhaps jog through the park or
attend a virtual aerobics class. Be careful!
You might not be as fit as you think and try-
ing too hard could cause minor injuries.
Someone you know professionally might not
be in a great mood. You could get swept up
in their anger. Try to stay out of it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Uncertainty about spiritual matters and
doubt about your insights might have you
down in the dumps today. Don't try to
force any solutions - it won't work. This
isn't a good day to be out and about,
because travel of any kind could pose
problems. This is also a bad day to plan or
start a vacation. Stay close to home and
take care of practicalities, Libra. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If a friend or acquaintance gives you
advice about money or investments
today, don't take it. To follow this
unknowledgeable person's lead might
prove to be disastrous. Participation in
group activities also isn't advisable.
They could get out of hand, and you
could find end up in the middle of an
angry crowd. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Gossip and bad feelings among co-work-
ers or in a group could occur today, and
there might be some political shenanigans
that it would be in your best interests to
avoid. This isn't a good day to go to lunch
with co-workers. Get away by yourself.
Don't believe anything you hear. Chances
are it isn't true. Keep to yourself and don't
offer any opinions, Sagittarius. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Too much running around might have you
feeling exhausted and under the weather
today, Capricorn. You may have been exer-
cising a little too much. Therefore, this is a
good day to avoid exercise and get some
rest. Don't push yourself too hard! This
isn't a good day to plan or start a vacation.
Wait a few days, as trips planned at this
time could be fraught with glitches.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'B
igg Boss 14' fame
Jasmin Bhasin
shared her view on

honeymoon and said that
for most people, it is about
the place they are travelling
to, but for her, it is more
about the accompanying
person. She is seen in the
film 'Honeymoon' opposite
Gippy Grewal. The 32-year-
old actress is quite famous
for her role in 'Tashan-e-
Ishq' and 'Dil Se Dil Tak'.
She was initially seen in
South movies including
Tamil film 'Vaanam',
Telugu films 'Veta' and oth-
ers. Jasmin often makes
headlines for her relation-
ship with Aly Goni post
their stint in 'Bigg Boss 14'.

While talking about the
film and what 'Honeymoon'
is means to her, she said:
"People always talk about a
fancy destination or a long
blissful holiday when it
comes to the term
'Honeymoon'. Personally
for me, when it comes to a
honeymoon it's not the des-
tination but the person
you're with that matters."
Directed by Amarpreet
Chhabra, 'Honeymoon' is
about a young couple that
decides to go for a honey-
moon but the story takes a
hilarious and interesting
turn when their family
joins them as they are un-
aware of its literal mean-
ing. Directed by Amarpreet
G. S. Chhabra, the Punjabi
film stars Gippy Grewal
and Jasmin Bhasin as lead
actors. The movie is writ-
ten by Naresh Kathooria.
The music is given by B.
Praak and it is produced by
T-Series Films and Baweja
Studios Production.

Jasmin Bhasin:
Honeymoon 

is more about 
the person than

destination
A

fter a brilliant
first season that
fired up India's

business growth engine
and changed the way
India looks at entrepre-
neurship, the Indian
adaptation of the World’s
No.1 Business Reality
format is coming back
with the second season of
Shark Tank India,
brought by Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and Sony LIV.
Shark Tank India will
once again provide a
platform for business as-
pirants to chase their en-
trepreneurial dream
with their business ideas
to experienced investors
& business experts a.k.a
The Sharks.

As the promo suggests,
Shark Tank India season
1 gave the audience a
fresh perspective on
their own businesses
along with a whole lot of
entrepreneurial vocabu-
laries like equity, valua-
tion, shares, and what-
not! The season was the
talk of the town with
some innovative startups

and attractive invest-
ments. The promo is di-
rected by Abhinav
Pratiman and produced
by Early Man Films. It’s
written by Tanmay Bhat,
Devaiah Bopanna,
Puneet Chadha, and
Deep Joshi.

Geared up to invest in
potential businesses this
season, are sharks of sea-
son 1  - Anupam Mittal
(Founder and CEO of
Shaadi.com – People
Group), Aman Gupta

(Co-Founder and CMO of
boAt), Namita Thapar
(Executive Director of
E m c u r e
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ) ,
Vineeta Singh (Co-
Founder and CEO of
SUGAR Cosmetics),
Peyush Bansal (Founder
& CEO of Lenskart.com),
along with new shark -
Amit Jain CEO and Co-
founder – CarDekho
G r o u p ,
InsuranceDekho.com.
The show will be hosted

by the extremely talented
stand-up comedian
Rahul Dua, who will add
the tickle to the complex
business discussions.

So, fasten your seat-
belts and get ready to hop
on the Shark Tank India
2 train, and witness fer-
tile Indian brains crop-
ping up innovative busi-
ness ideas.

Shark Tank India 2
will stream soon on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and Sony LIV!

Meet the Sharks of ‘Shark Tank India 2’

No actress should attempt
dancing to ‘Piya Tu Ab Toh

Aa Jaa’, says Huma

T
he immensely popu-
lar show on Indian
television, &TV’s Ek

Mahanayak – Dr B. R.
Ambedkar, continues to be
the audience’s favourite
for its compelling story-
line and strong characters.
Speaking of fans, recently,
the cast and crew were in
for a surprise when
Padma Shri awardee
Bimal Kumar, known for
his remarkable work as a
social worker, visited the
show's set in Mumbai.
Bimal Kumar has been an
avid follower of the show
since its inception in Dec
2019.

This is what Padma Shri
Bimal Kumar had to say
about his recent visit to
the show’s sets. “Being a
social worker and an art
lover, Ek Mahanayak – Dr

B.R. Ambedkar captured
my attention from day one.
What stands out about the
show are its characters, di-
alogues, screenplay,
scenes, and most impor-
tantly, its storyline, which
narrates the life story of
Babasaheb, one of India’s

greatest social reformers.
The writer of the show is
doing a fabulous job. It
continues to be one of my
favourite shows on Indian
television. I never miss an
episode, and my entire
family watches it fervently.
I wanted to meet the cast

and congratulate the en-
tire team in person for a
long time. I was given a
warm welcome and shown
around the sets. It was
wonderful interacting
with the actors, who nar-
rated their journey on the
show to me and even
thanked me for my love
and support. I want to
thank Bhimrao (Atharva),
Ramji Sakpal (Jagganath
Nivangune), Ramabai
(Narayani Mahesh Varne),
along with the rest of the
cast and the show's direc-
tor, who truly made me
feel at home and spent con-
siderable time with me. I
convey my best wishes to
the entire team.”

Watch Ek Mahanayak -
Dr B.R. Ambedkar airing
every Monday to Friday at
8:30 pm only on &TV!

Bimal Kumar  praises the cast of
‘Ek Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar’

A
ctress Ananya Panday
chanelled her inner
Kareena Kapoor Khan for

inspiration and dressed up as Poo,
the popular character from Karan
Johar's 'Kabhi Khushi Kabhi
Gham' for a Halloween party.

The 'Liger' actress shared a clip
on Instagram mouthing dialogues
from the iconic film, recreating
scenes of Poo. In the video, Ananya
wore a pink top with a short skirt
paired with a pink jacket and a fur
scarf wrapped around her neck.
The 'Liger' actress went on to
mouth dialogues like: "Tumhara

koi haq nahi banta ki tum itni sun-
dar lago. Not fair," among many
other dialogues. Ananya captioned
the image: "It's my birthday today
and it's Halloween tomorrow so ob-
viously I had to dress as my all time
favourite POO! Obviously not even
a patch on @kareenakapoorkhan
I'm just a fan having a gala time
don't shout at me @karanjohar
@spacemuffin27 @stacygomes
@kajal._komal killed it." On the
acting front, Ananya will be seen in
'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan' and
Ayushmann Khurrana's 'Dream
Girl 2'.

Ananya Panday turns Poo from
‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham’ 

for Halloween party
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Brisbane, Nov 01 (PTI):

Captain Jos Buttler led
by example with a scintil-
lating knock before his
bowlers held their nerves
and powered England to a
crucial 20-run win against
New Zealand in the T20
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

As far as New Zealand
were concerned, Glenn
Phillips continued his red-
hot form to smash a fiery
half-century, but that was
not enough as England
kept their semi-final hopes
alive in the competition.

England rode on a solid
start by Alex Hales (52; 40
balls) and Buttler (73; 47
balls) to post 179 for six.
The openers added 81 runs
in 62 balls after England
opted to bat. In reply, New
Zealand ended at 159 for
six.

The win took England
past defending champions
Australia to second spot.

On a surface that aided a
bit of spin, Phillips (62;
36b; 4x4, 3x6) took on
England leg-spinner Adil
Rashid, smashing him for
two successive sixes as
New Zealand needed 54
runs from the last four
overs.

But the English pace at-
tack made a strong come-
back. Mark Wood (3-0-25-1)
was superb at the back-

end before Sam Curran
(2/34) and Chris Woakes
(2/34) restricted New
Zealand.

Curran took the prized
scalp of Phillips in the
18th over, almost sealing
the game in his team's
favour.

It was the first defeat for
the Group 1 leaders after
four matches, and they
will face Ireland in their
final Super 12 league fix-
ture on Friday.

A rain-marred loss to
Ireland, followed by a
washout against
Australia had left
Buttler's side in a spot of
bother.

England now have to go
past Sri Lanka in their con-
cluding group match on
Saturday to make the last-
four. Coming off a scorch-
ing century against Sri
Lanka, Phillips made
England pay for a dropped
chance as the Kiwi No. 4
cruised to a 25-ball half-cen-
tury in their chase of 180.

Buttler, Curran fire as England
ignite World Cup campaign

EEnnggllaanndd:: 179 for 6 in 20
overs (Jos Buttler 73, Alex
Hales 52; Lockie Ferguson
2/45, Ish Sodhi 1/23)
NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd:: 159 for 6 in 20
overs (Glenn Phillips 62,
Kane Williamson 40; Sam
Curran 2/26 Chris Woakes
2/33).

Brief scores

England’s Captain Jos Buttler plays a shot for four runs.

Brisbane, Nov 01 (PTI):

Wanindu Hasaranga led
an inspired bowling effort
before Dhananjaya de
Silva hit a fine fifty as Sri
Lanka kept their semifi-
nals hopes alive with a six-
wicket win over
Afghanistan in the T20
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

Mystery spinner
Hasaranga (3/13) and
pacer Lahiru Kumara
(2/30) shared five wickets
among themselves to re-
strict Afghanistan to 144
for 8.

Dhananjaya then took
control of the Sri Lankan
innings with a strokeful
unbeaten 66 off 42 balls as
the reigning Asia Cup
champions crossed the
line with nine balls to
spare. With the win, Sri
Lanka climb up to the
third spot in group 1.
Afghanistan, on the other
hand, dropped out of semi-
final contention.

Defending a modest
total, Sri Lanka started off
well but Mujeeb ur
Rahman (2/24) produced a
leading edge to mark the
end of Pathum Nissanka
(10) putting the Sri
Lankans under pressure.
Fazalhaq Farooqi (1/22)
bowled a maiden in the fol-
lowing over to tighten the
screws.

However, Kusal Mendis

(25) hit back-to-back
boundaries in the next
over, both over midwicket
as Sri Lanka dallied to 28
for 1 in the Powerplay.

Rashid Khan (2/31)
struck in his first over as
Mendis went for a premed-
itated sweep but top-edged
for the keeper to catch it.

While the Afghans tried
to build pressure by bowl-
ing dots, Sri Lanka contin-
ued to score at a healthy
rate, milking boundaries
and sixes every now and
then.

Rashid's second over
went for 14 runs as de
Silva hit a four down fine
leg before slogsweeping
the star spinner over deep
mid-wicket for a six.

Dhananjaya continued
the onslaught with a six
off Mohammad Nabi in
the next over to keep the
required run rate within
seven. Together with
Charith Asalanka (19),
Dhananjaya stitched a 54-
run stand followed by a 42-
run partnership with
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (18) to
take Sri Lanka to victory.

Hasaranga, Dhananjaya,
keep SL’s campaign alive

AAffgghhaanniissttaann:: 144/8 in 20
overs (Gurbaz 28, Ghani 27;
Kumara 2/30, Hasaranga
3/13).
SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 148/4 in 18.3
overs (Dhananjaya de Silva
66 not out; Mujeeb 2/24).

Brief scores

Sri Lanka's Hasaranga de Silva (L) shouts an Leg-Before-Wicket
(LBW) appeal against Afghanistan's Ibrahim Zadran (R) during the
ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka at The Gabba on November 1 in Brisbane.

Adelaide, Nov 01 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant's flair and
chutzpah at the top might
be in demand but India
could still persist with an
out-of-form KL Rahul
when it takes on a rela-
tively weaker Bangladesh
in the T20 World Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Matches against
Bangladesh across for-
mats are always like a
proverbial banana peel
where slipping remains a
possibility but India
would certainly start
favourite in their penulti-
mate Super 12 match.

The rude jolt the famed
Indian batting line-up got
on the paciest of tracks in
Perth would have left the
coaching staff, especially
coach Rahul Dravid, pon-
dering a few points.

The 22 runs in three

matches with flop show
against big teams like
Pakistan and South
Africa has once again
raised questions about KL
Rahul's big-match tem-
perament and technique
against quality attacks.

However, KL Rahul
might continue as opener
as Dravid has unshake-
able faith in the fellow
Bengaluru player's ability.
Bangladesh, not the most
decorated of T20 sides in
this competition due to
their mediocre bowling at-
tack, might just be the
ideal opposition for Rahul
to gain some form.

The attack comprising
Mustafizur Rahaman,
Taskin Ahmed, Mehidy
Hasan Miraj, skipper
Shakib al Hasan and
Hasan Mahmud is decent
but certainly not world
class by any standards.

Suryakumar Yadav and
Virat Kohli have already
played brilliant knocks
while Rohit Sharma
looked good in his fifty
against the Netherlands.

However, Pant's exclu-
sion from the playing XI is
pretty baffling as he and
Suryakumar Yadav bring
that x-factor in the batting
line-up.

Dinesh Karthik's back
spasms issue might just
be a blessing in disguise
for the Indian team. It
may open up the opportu-
nity for Pant's inclusion
in the playing XI for the
Bangladesh game.

Bangladesh have four
left-handers in their bat-
ting line-up, including
skipper Shakib, openers
Soumya Sarkar and
Najmul Hossain Shanto
and middle-order batter
Afif Hossain Dhrubo and
it will be interesting to see
if India continue with
Ravichandran Ashwin,
who was mauled by David
Miller in the previous
game, or play Axar Patel.

India's attack may not
struggle much in dealing
with Bangladesh as the
troika of Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Arshdeep Singh
and Mohammed Shami
holds a distinct edge over
rival side's batting line-up.

Despite facing min-
nows, Shakib's batters
have struggled on bowler-
friendly Australian pitch-
es. After three games,
opener Shanto is the only
batter to have aggregated
more than 100 runs and
that too at a strike-rate of
125 which isn't commend-
able at all for an opener.
The second highest run
getter is Afif, the middle-
order enforcer. A lot will
depend on how Afif and
Mosaddek Hossain bat to-
wards the back-end but
against an Indian attack
of this quality, they will
be under pressure. The
team that opts to bowl
first might make the best
use of the famous
Adelaide evening twilight
when the ball swings a
wee bit more than usual.

India brace themselves
for Bangladesh with 

an eye on semis
Match Starts 1:30 pm IST.

India's Virat Kohli (R) and KL Rahul attend a net practice session
with teammates ahead of the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between India and Bangladesh at the
Adelaide Oval on November 1,  in Adelaide.

Paris, Nov 01 (AP):

Lionel Messi is back in
supreme form, just in
time for the World Cup.
With 12 goals in his last 10
games for his club and his
country, the Argentina
forward is delivering his
best run of performances
since joining Paris Saint-
Germain after an emo-
tional departure from
Barcelona in the off-sea-
son of 2021.

The stats speak for
themselves: Seven goals
in the French league,
more than he had in his
entire first season at PSG;
four goals in four games
in the Champions League;
nine goals in his last three
games for Argentina, in-
cluding all five in a rout of
Estonia in June. His latest
in PSG's 4-3 win over
Troyes on Saturday was
just classic Messi.

Drifting deeper and
away from defenders as
his teammates passed the
ball around, Messi some-
how created space for
himself outside the penal-

ty area. Looking over his
shoulder before the ball
arrived at his feet, he
knew he had time to take
one touch then nudge it
forward before unleash-
ing a fierce, low drive
from 25 meters (yards)
into the corner. Messi cel-
ebrated with a big fist
pump. It's not just the
sheer weight of goals or
even assists he has a com-
petition-high nine in the
French league and three
more in the Champions
League that is reviving
memories of Messi in his
Barcelona prime. It's the
style he is doing it in. And
with a smile on his face,
too. Messi is enjoying his
soccer again, having re-
cently acknowledged that
last season his first in
France was "bad" while
he adapted to a new club
after 21 years at
Barcelona and all the
emotions that came with
leaving his home of two
decades.

"I arrived with a differ-
ent mindset," Messi said
in September about his

return to PSG ahead of
this season, "more adapt-
ed to the club, to the lock-
er room, to the game, to
my teammates."

The World Cup certain-
ly focuses the mind.
Especially when, as is
surely the case with
Messi, it's your last one
and it's the tournament
that, to some, could define
your legacy.

The 35-year-old Messi is
also in a good place with
Argentina, the focal point
of a well-balanced team
assembled by coach
Lionel Scaloni that has
gone 35 games without de-
feat. That run takes in a
title-winning campaign in
last year's Copa America
Argentina's first major
title in 28 years and a 3-0
victory over Italy in the
Finalissima on June 1.
Messi didn't score that
day against Italy at
Wembley Stadium but he
ran the game. A few days
later, he produced that
five-goal showing against
Estonia. It was a sign
Messi was back.

WORLD CUP WATCH: Messi back in supreme form ahead of Qatar

Adelaide, Nov 01 (PTI):

Shakib Al Hasan has
no qualms in admitting
that Bangladesh are not
title contenders in the
T20 World Cup and a win
against India will be con-
sidered an upset. Both
Bangladesh and India are
on four points from three
games.

"We haven't come here
to win the World Cup, but
India have. If we win to-
morrow, it will be an
upset victory. India are
favourites tomorrow,"
Shakib told reporters on
the eve of the game. The
cold conditions in
Adelaide does create a
problem but the key will
be adaptability.

"It is a little difficult.
Hobart was very cold and
here it's cold. It is diffi-
cult to adjust to this cold
but most players have at
some point played here.
You can't change the
weather but we have to
manage it," he said.

While Shakib had no
hesitation in calling
Suryakumar Yadav
India's No. 1 batter in

T20Is over the past year
but he believed
Bangladesh will need to
concentrate on each and
every Indian batter. "If
you aren't good, you
won't be playing World
Cup for India. It is a phe-
nomenal batting order,"
he said. Shakib didn't
spell out his plans for the
match.

"We will have our plans
in place, but not necessar-
ily, those solutions will
work. All eleven players
are capable and we have
to do with resources that
we have," said the skip-
per, whose team till date
has lost 10 T20Is to the
neighbouring nation.

India have come to win
Cup, we haven’t: Shakib

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

Mithali Raj has predicted an
India-New Zealand final in the
ongoing T20 World Cup. The
former India captain's semifi-
nalists include South Africa and
either England or defending
champions Australia.
"My predictions for semi-final
spot, that is four spots will be
India and South Africa from
Group 2. From Group 1, it will be
New Zealand and a toss-up
between England and Australia.
And the finalists, there is no
doubt, India has to be there,
and New Zealand," she told Star
Sports. Mithali, who retired
from international cricket after
a glittering career, made her
commentary debut with the
India-South Africa clash on
Sunday. With two wins in three
games, India are placed second
in Group 2 behind South Africa.
The final will be played at the
MCG on November 13.

Mithali predicts
India-New

Zealand final in
T20 World Cup

Paris, Nov 01 (AP):

Taylor Fritz of the
United States stayed in con-
tention for one of the two
remaining ATP Finals
spots by beating Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina of
Spain 7-5, 6-2 in the first
round of the Paris Masters.

The ninth-seeded Fritz
rallied from a 4-2 deficit in
the opening set and took the
second by winning the last

four games. Davidovich
Fokina made 24 unforced
errors to just nine for Fritz.

Carlos Alcaraz, Rafael
Nadal, Stefanos Tsitsipas,
Casper Ruud, Daniil
Medvedev and Novak
Djokovic have already qual-
ified for the ATP Finals.

Fritz, Felix Auger-
Aliassime, Andrey Rublev
and Hubert Hurkacz are in
the running to round out
the eight-player field.

"It's been the best season
ever," Fritz said. "No pres-
sure. I'm just trying to have
the best result I possibly
can. I played well here last
year, so I don't see why I
can't do it again this year."

Fritz has won titles in
Tokyo, Eastbourne and
Indian Wells this season. He
lost to eventual champion
Djokovic in the Paris
Masters quarterfinals last
year.

No. 13 Matteo Berrettini
withdrew because of a left
foot injury and was re-
placed by lucky loser Fabio
Fognini in the main draw.

Fritz wins in Paris
to remain in hunt
for ATP Finals spot

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  02,  2022

People feed migratory birds from a boat on the Yamuna river during sunrise, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Kolkata, Nov 01 (PTI):

Eastern Army
Commander Lt General R
P Kalita on Tuesday said
civil-military cooperation
has helped accelerate in-
frastructure in the north-
east, where India shares
borders with five coun-
tries. Noting that infra-
structural development is
taking place in the north-
eastern states, he said
such activities constitute
two categories - certain
things which are confiden-
tial in nature, and basic in-
frastructure which can be
used by all. “As of now, we
have reached a very good
stage as far as synergy and
civil-military fusion is

concerned... towards infra-
structure development,”
he said while speaking to
media persons after a
wreath-laying ceremony at
the Eastern Command
headquarters here on its

Raising Day. Lt Gen Kalita,
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Command, said
that various agencies are
involved in infrastructure
development in the north-

east region. “In addition to
whatever the Ministry of
Defence develops, we have
the Ministry of Home
Affairs because of the bor-
der guarding forces, and
the state governments
which come out with vari-
ous projects and propos-
als,” he said.

Apart from these, infra-
structure development in
the NE region is driven by
the North Eastern Council
(NEC), which is part of the
Doner (Development of
North Eastern Region)
ministry, Kalita said. They
together decide what
should be the priority in
projects that are being
driven by various agen-
cies.

‘Civil-military cooperation has
helped push NE infra building’

GOC-in-C of Eastern Command Lt. General RP Kalita lays a
wreath at Vijay Smarak on the occasion of Raising Day of
Headquarters Eastern Command, in Kolkata, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on Tuesday
pitched for better connec-
tivity in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) region, but at the
same time underlined that
such projects should re-
spect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of
member states.

In an address at a virtu-
al meeting of SCO Council
of Heads of Government
(CHG), Jaishankar said
the Chabahar port and the
International North South
Transport Corridor could
become enablers for con-
nectivity in the region.

“Represented India at
the meeting of SCO
Council of Heads of
Government which has

just concluded.
Underlined that we need
better connectivity in the
SCO region built on cen-
trality of interests of
Central Asian states,” he
tweeted.

The external affairs
minister said “connectivi-
ty projects should respect
the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of member
states and respect interna-
tional law”. His remarks
are seen as a reference to
China’s Belt and Road ini-
tiative.

“Our total trade with
SCO Members is only 141
billion, which has poten-
tial to increase manifold.
Fair market access is to
our mutual benefit and
only way to move for-
ward,” Jaishankar said.

EAM pitches for better 
connectivity in SCO region

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment will issue a white
paper in the next 30 days
on some mega projects
going out of the state and
if any steps were taken by
the previous MVA govern-
ment to retain them,
Industries Minister Uday
Samant said here on
Tuesday.

The Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment is under fire from
the Opposition which has
accused the ruling dispen-
sation of failing to retain
big-ticket Vedanta-
Foxconn and Tata-Airbus
projects in the state. Both
projects chose Gujarat
over Maharashtra to set

up their units. The state
government had alleged
that the projects went out
of Maharashtra due to in-
action by the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment.

“The Maharashtra in-
dustries department will
bring out a white paper in
the next 30 days which will
focus on why mega invest-
ment projects like
Vedanta-Foxconn, Tata-
Airbus among others went
to other states. What steps
were taken by the previous
government to keep these
projects in Maharashtra?”
Samant told reporters.

He said the white paper
will throw light on all the
facts. “Some people are de-
liberately spreading lies

about these projects. It will
be clear once and for all
after the white paper will
be issued,” he said.

A white paper is an in-
formational document
that highlights the fea-
tures of a solution, prod-
uct, or service.

Amid a row over the
projects, Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had
said that officials of the
Tata-Airbus consortium
had last year rued the
“lack of conducive” at-
mosphere in the state, a
claim refuted by former
minister Aaditya
Thackeray who hinted at
the Centre’s hand in
Gujarat landing the proj-
ect.

Maha govt to bring white paper on
mega projects going to other states

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):
The Delhi government on
Tuesday issued a notice to
stop work at the BJP head-
quarters here and im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
on private firm Larsen &
Toubro Ltd for violating

the ban on construction
and demolition work im-
posed in view of worsen-
ing air quality in the city,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said on Tuesday.

Officials said the minis-
ter noticed construction

work at the BJP headquar-
ters on Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg while he
was returning after in-
specting a construction
site of the Unique
Identification Authority of
India.

“The workers said the
work concerned the BJP’s
national headquarters. It
is a complete violation of
CAQM’s orders. We have
issued an order to stop
work at the site and im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
on the construction
agency L&T,” Rai told re-
porters.

‘Order issued to stop 
construction work at BJP HQ’

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai at the site after a
fine of Rs 5 lakh was imposed on construction agency
Larsen & Toubro Ltd for allegedly violating the ban on
construction and demolition work imposed because of
worsening air quality in the city, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

 Agency fined
Rs 5 lakh



New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar has writ-
ten to the Delhi Lt.
Governor alleging that
AAP leader Satyendar Jain
'extorted' Rs 10 crore from
him in 2019 to ensure his
safety in prison, his lawyer
said on Tuesday.

The letter written by
Chandrashekhar, who is
lodged in Mandoli jail here,
on October 7 was submit-
ted to LG V K Saxena on
October 8 by his advocate
Ashok K Singh.

Rubbishing the allega-
tions, Delhi Chief Minister
and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal said it was an at-
tempt to divert attention
from the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident in Gujarat.

The letter alleged that
more than Rs 50 crore was
given to the AAP for giving
Chandrashekhar an impor-
tant post in the party in
South Zone, and also to
help him get nominated to
the Rajya Sabha.

Chandrashekhar alleged
that after his arrest in 2017
in the 'two leaf symbol cor-
ruption case' he was lodged
in Tihar Jail and was visit-
ed by Jain, who held the
portfolio of Jail ministry,
asking him if he had dis-
closed anything to the
probe agency related to his
contribution to AAP.
"Thereafter in 2019 again I
was visited by Satyendar
Jain and his secretary and
his close friend Sushil in

jail, asking me to pay Rs
two crore every month to
him as protection money to
live safely in jail, and to get
even basic facilities," he al-
leged.

Jain "asked me to pay Rs
1.50 crore to DG prison
Sandeep Goel, who, he
said, was a loyal associate
of his. He forced me to pay
and an amount of Rs 10
crore was 'extorted' from
me through constant pres-
sure in a matter of two-
three months," he alleged.

He claimed the the
amounts were collected in
Kolkata through Jain's as-
sociate. "Hence a total
amount of Rs 10 crore was
paid to Satyendar Jain, and
Rs 12.50 crore to DG prison
Sandeep Goel," the letter al-
leged, adding that

Chandrashekhar had given
this information to the ED.

There was no immediate
reaction available from
Goel to the allegations.

Chandrasekhar further
said that he also filed a pe-
tition before the Delhi High
Court seeking a CBI in-
quiry, and the court has is-
sued notice and the matter
is scheduled for hearing
next month.

"As now Jain is lodged in
Tihar, he is been threaten-
ing me through DG Prison
and the jail administra-
tion, asking me to with-
draw the complaint filed in
the high court, and I have
been severally harassed
and threatened," he al-
leged, urging the LG to di-
rect the probe agencies to
investigate the matter.

Declare
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday announced its
eighth list of 22 candi-
dates for the upcoming
Gujarat Assembly polls,
taking the number of con-
testants declared so far
to 108. The AAP is the
only party in poll-bound
Gujarat which has
declared more than 100
candidates so far.

Explosion 
JJaallnnaa:: At least six workers
were injured after a boiler
exploded at a steel rod
manufacturing plant in cen-
tral Maharashtra's Jalna dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.
Three of them were in criti-
cal condition, officials said.
A boiler exploded and hot
molten iron fell on workers
at Geetai Steel Company
located in Maharashtra
Industrial Development
Corporation (MIDC) area
near Jalna, they said.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: A 30-year-old man
was arrested on Tuesday
when he was trying to
deliver charas worth Rs 86
lakh in Wadala area of
Mumbai, police said. The
accused works as a private
cab driver. He was inter-
cepted when he reached a
spot in Deen Bandhu Nagar
on his motorcycle on
Monday night to deliver 17
kg high-quality charas, a
police official said.

Opened
BBaarriippaaddaa:: The Similipal
National Park in Odisha's
Mayurbhanj district was
opened for tourists on
Tuesday after remaining
closed for five months
due to monsoon, an offi-
cial said. The park was
closed to tourists from
June 16. Similipal, spread
over 2750 square kilome-
tres is one of the largest
Tiger Reserves in India.

BRIEF

Fire Brigade personnel try to
evacuate people after a fire

broke out in a plastic factory in
the Narela Industrial area, in

New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Morbi (Gujarat), Nov 01 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said a "detailed
and extensive" inquiry to
identify all aspects relat-
ing to the Morbi bridge
collapse tragedy is the
need of the hour, as he
chaired a high-level meet-
ing here to review the sit-
uation.

He asserted that key
learnings from the in-
quiry must be implement-
ed at the earliest, officials
said.

Authorities must stay
in touch with the affected
families and ensure that
they receive all possible

help in this tragic hour, he
said after he was briefed
on the rescue operation
and the assistance provid-
ed to the affected families.

Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and
Gujarat's Home Minister
Harsh Sanghavi, who
holds the rank of minis-
ter of state, were among
those who attended the
meeting.

Earlier, Modi visited the
site of the bridge collapse
and also went to the local
hospital where the in-
jured are recovering. He
also interacted with those
involved in rescue and re-
lief work and lauded their
efforts.

Raipur, Nov 01: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday said the
wrong concept of develop-
ment has become a threat to
nature and the rights of trib-
als.

Speaking at the inaugural
function of the three-day
'National Tribal Dance
Festival' and Rajyotsav (state-
hood) 2022 celebration at the
Government Science College
ground in Raipur, Baghel said
the festival is aimed at protect-
ing the age-old traditions and
rights of tribals and promot-
ing it across the world.

Chhattisgarh came into ex-
istence on November 1, 2000
after the bifurcation of
Madhya Pradesh. The
Chhattisgarh Sarva Adivasi
Samaj (CSAS), an umbrella
organisation of 42 tribal com-
munities of the state, had an-
nounced a boycott of the
dance festival accusing the
government of failing to pro-
tect their reservation rights.

The CM said 1,500 tribal
artists from India and 10 other
countries - Mozambique,
Mongolia, Tongo, Russia,
Indonesia, Maldives, Serbia,
New Zealand, Rwanda and
Egypt - will participate in the
third edition of the national
tribal dance fest.He welcomed
all the participants to the festi-
val and extended his greetings
to the people of Chhattisgarh

on the statehood day. "The
changing times have brought
a transformation to people's
lifestyle. Today, our thinking
of development has been di-
vided into two ways. In one
way of thinking, our primi-
tive values persist even today,
while the other way which
calls itself modern has be-
come an enemy of our na-
ture," Baghel said.

Raipur, Nov 01: 

In light of the protest
against clearance given to
coal mines in the biodiver-
sity-rich Hasdeo Arand re-
gion, the Chhattisgarh
government has urged the
Centre to cancel the ap-
proval for diversion of for-
est land for Parsa opencast
coal mine in the area, an
official said on Tuesday.

In a letter to the director
general of forests, Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change on Monday, the
state forest department
sought to cancel the ap-
proval of non-forestry use
of 841.548 hectare of forest
land for Parsa coal mine
allotted to Rajasthan

Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), the official
said.

The letter stated that the
widespread public protest
in Hasdeo Arand Coalfield
has resulted in a law and
order situation.

"Keeping in view the
protest, law and order and
public interest, please take
appropriate action to can-
cel the diversion (of forest
land) approval issued for
the Parsa mine project,"
KP Rajput, under
Secretary of state forest
and climate change de-
partment, said in the let-
ter. Notably, the state gov-
ernment had granted per-
mission for non-forestry
use of 841.548 hectare of

forest land for the Parsa
mine (Surguja and
Surajpur districts) and

1,136.328 hectares for
PEKKB phase-II mine
(Surguja), allotted to
RRVUNL, after Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot met his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel here in
March, seeking to clear
hurdles in the develop-
ment of the coal blocks al-
lotted to the former's state.

Another coal block,
Kente extension allotted to
RRVUNL in the same
Hasdeo Arand region, is
pending for public hear-
ing.

Locals under the banner
of Hasdeo Arand Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti have
been protesting against al-
lotment of these mines for
the last several months.

Greater Noida, Nov 01 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu has appealed to
scientists, town planners
and innovators to try to de-
velop techniques that help
conserve water resources,
noting that technology can
play a key role in ensuring
India's water security.

Speaking at the seventh
edition of the India Water
Week, Murmu said provid-
ing clean water is a big
challenge which requires
cooperation from all sec-
tions of the society. "There
will be a need to effectively
conserve water to meet the
demands of our future
generation and technology
will play an important role
in it. Hence, it is my appeal
to scientists, town plan-

ners and innovators that
they try to develop tech-
niques for conservation of
water resources," she said.

She also appealed to the

common people, farmers,
industrialists and espe-
cially children to make
water conservation a part
of their ethics.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said the pleas against
the practice of political parties
promising pre-election free-
bies will be heard "in entirety"
by a three-judge bench.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justice Bela M Trivedi said it
was sitting in a combination of
two and according to a refer-
ence order on the matter, it
should go before a bench of
three judges for disposal.
"Once there is a reference
order that the matter has to
be heard by a three judges
bench then it will be heard by
a three judges bench," the CJI
said, adding the judicial
records be placed before the
Chief Justice in his administra-

tive capacity for listing these
cases before an appropriate
bench.
Considering the nature of the
controversy and submissions
made by the parties in the ear-
lier hearings, the matter
would be listed as early as
possible, the bench said.
Ashwini Upadhayay, one of the
PIL petitioners, said the mat-
ter has to be heard by a larger
bench with an aim to examine
the earlier judgement in the
Subramaniam Balaji case.
The lawyer also suggested
that a committee of experts
be set up to control irrational
freebies in larger public inter-
est and to ensure free and fair
election and suggested that
the Chief Election
Commissioner be made head
of the panel.

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Tuesday granted bail to
former Maharashtra
home minister Anil
Deshmukh's son Salil
Deshmukh after he ap-
peared before it in connec-
tion with a money laun-
dering case.

A special court designat-
ed to hear cases related to
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
had in February issued a
summons to Salil
Deshmukh after the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) submitted its com-

plaint (charge sheet) in the
case. Salil Deshmukh, the
elder son of Anil
Deshmukh, was arraigned
as an accused in the case.

After appearing before
the court on Tuesday, Salil
Deshmukh filed an appli-
cation through his advo-
cate Aniket Nikam re-
questing the court to ac-
cept his appearance and
grant him bail.

The court accepted this
application and granted
bail. The application said
the accusations levelled
against Salil Deshmukh
were "absolutely unfound-
ed".

‘I bribed minister Satyendar Jain’
Rubbishing the allegations,
Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal
said it was an attempt to
divert attention from the
Morbi bridge collapse inci-
dent in Gujarat.

False allegations: AAP

Sukesh Chandrashekhar

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Anil Deshmukh’s
son granted bail

3-judge bench to hear pleas
against poll freebies: SC

MORBI BRIDGE TRAGEDY

‘Detailed probe need of hour’

PM Narendra Modi meets a victim injured the collapse of a 
suspension bridge over the Machchhu river, at Civil Hospital in
Morbi district, Tuesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday visited the Morbi bridge collapse site in Gujarat, met some of the injured persons

and held a meeting with local police and district officials. Officials briefed the prime minister about the rescue operations at

the site where 135 people were killed on Sunday when a British-era suspension bridge on the Machchhu river collapsed.

Before reaching the spot, the prime minister conducted an aerial survey of the location. Later he visited the hospital where

those injured in the incident are undergoing treatment. He spent around 15 minutes in the hospital and spoke with at least

six injured victims, officials said. "Prime Minister Modi met the victims and asked them about the incident with sympathy. He

also asked them about the treatment they received in the hospital," Gujarat health secretary Manoj Agarwal told reporters.

PM visits collapse site; speaks to survivors, officials

Nat’l Tribal Dance Event

‘Fest to protect traditions
and rights of tribals’

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel with Culture Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat and others during the inauguration of National Tribal
Dance Festival, in Raipur, Tuesday.

STATE GOVT TO CENTRE

‘Cancel forest clearance given for Parsa coal mine’

In a letter to the director
general of forests, Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
on Monday, the state forest
department sought to can-
cel the approval of non-
forestry use of 841.548
hectare of forest land for
Parsa coal mine allotted to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), the official said.
The letter stated that the
widespread public protest in
Hasdeo Arand Coalfield has
resulted in a law and order
situation.

What letter stated.....

PREZ TO SCIENTISTS

‘Develop techniques to conserve water’

President Droupadi Murmu being presented a memento by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during the inauguration of
the 7th India Water Week, in Greater Noida, Tuesday.

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0011:: The first RT
Ramachandran memorial inter-
school tennis ball cricket tourna-
ment organized by Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sec-X, was inaugurated
on Tuesday in the school premises.
Anish Kumar Bhatta, Ex-ED,
Materials Management, Bhilai
Steel Plant graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest. V
Ramachandran, President, SSES; S
Swaminathan, Secretary, SSES;
Venkatraman, Treasurer, SSES and
members of management graced
the occasion. The programme
started with lighting of the lamp
and garlanding the portrait of
Goddess Saraswati, His Holiness
Sri Sri Chandrasekharendra
Saraswathi Swamigal of Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam and Late RT
Ramachandran, Former President,
SSES and an international cricket
umpire. The school choir sang
Saraswati Vandana and State
Anthem on the occasion of
Chhattisgarh Foundation Day. The

trophies were unveiled by the dig-
nitaries. The Chief Guest, Anish
Kumar Bhatta declared the tourna-
ment open. Pigeons and balloons
were released to celebrate the
occasion. The atmosphere rever-
berated with firecrackers. 16
teams representing different
schools from the twin city of Durg-
Bhilai are participating in the tour-
nament. The inaugural match
was played between Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg and Shri
Shankaracharya Vidyalaya, Hudco,
Bhilai. In his address, Bipin
Deshmukh, Principal, SSV, wel-
comed the dignitaries and the
teams. He encouraged the players
to be filled with energy and vibran-
cy. V Ramachandran paid rich trib-
utes to Late RT Ramachandran and
wished for the success of the tour-
nament. S Swaminathan, in his
address, applauded the partici-
pants and coaches for their enthu-
siasm. Anish Kumar Bhatta, Chief
Guest, in his address congratulat-

ed the organisers for the tourna-
ment and wished all success. The

programme was ably compered by
Anita Verma.
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Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Paddy procurement was
launched in the entire dis-
trict on Tuesday. To exam-
ine the arrangements
made for the purchase of
paddy, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected the
Kuthrel and Anda commit-
tees on the first day. He
met farmers who had
come to sell paddy. The
Collector spoke to the
farmer Gaukaran Sahu in
Anda. Sahu said that this
time the government has
taken a very good decision
for the farmers. Due to the
commencement of paddy
purchase from November
1, the farmers who culti-
vated an early ripening va-
riety of paddy have got a
lot of relief. Earlier, due to
delayed procurement of
paddy, such farmers faced
problems. He added that

the token distribution sys-
tem was free and fair. He
got the opportunity to sell
the paddy on the very first
day. Sahu added that he
did not face any problem
and anticipated that the
crowd will increase in the
coming days. Gaukaran
opined that due to one
month’s extra time, there

will be no problem in lift-
ing of paddy and there will
be no overcrowding of
farmers at the committees.

The Collector also over-
saw the gunny bags. The
committee manager in
Kuthrel informed that a
sufficient number of
gunny bags are available.
The Collector said that all

gunny bags should be in
good condition and the
damaged bags should not
be used. The use of dam-
age bags causes a lot of
loss. He also saw the condi-
tion of gunny bags. The
Collector inspected the
weighing, measuring in-
struments, registers etc at
the paddy procurement
center and gave necessary
instructions regarding lift-
ing and stacking.

Instructions have been
given to provide special fa-
cilities for farmers in all
procurement centers in-
cluding arrangement of
drinking water etc along
with a convenient place for
them to sit.

In Kuthrel and Anda
committees, the Collector
inspected these facilities.
Collector also visited the
Savings Bank in Kuthrel
and interacted with the
farmers.

189 farmers sell 5739 quintals
of paddy on the first day

Collector inspects procurement centres, interacts with farmers

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Four miscreants on bike
distracted a man and de-
camped with cash Rs 2.70
lakh from his bike’s dickey
on Tuesday. One of the ac-
cused distracted 42-year-
old Mohammad Naseem
outside the SBI Branch sit-
uated in Station Road in
Durg.

In the meanwhile, his
accomplices broke the
dickey lock of Naseem’s
bike and burgled the cash.
All the accused escaped
from the spot after com-
mitting the crime. Police
examined the CCTV
footage and found that one
of the accused was arrest-
ed earlier also in connec-
tion with similar crimes.
He was recently released
from jail. Police have
launched search opera-
tions to trap the accused.

According to informa-
tion, the victim
Mohammad Naseem (42)
son of Mohammad Saleem
a resident of Ganjpara,

Durg had visited the SBI
Branch located on Station
Road in Durg to withdraw
some cash. He withdrew
Rs 2.70 lakh against a
cheque and came out from
the bank premises. He was

locking the cash in his
bike’s dickey when a man
approached and informed
Naseem that some curren-
cy notes fell from his bag
on the way.

Naseem got distracted
and walked back towards
the bank’s main gate. The
accused had dropped some
currency notes near a car
parked at the entrance of
the bank.

Naseem spotted the
notes and when he was
picking the dropped notes,
the accused burgled cash

from his bike’s dickey and
escaped.

On information, Police
team reached the spot and
examined the CCTV
footage. The entire inci-
dent was recorded on
CCTV. Police have identi-
fied one of the suspects as
Mallikarjun Pitla, a resi-
dent of Telangana, who
was earlier arrested in
connection with similar
offences.

The accused had dis-
tracted and stolen cash
from three persons in a
single day at Raipur after
which he was arrested by
Raipur Police. He had ap-
plied the same modus
operandi to steal cash
from the people outside
the banks in his previous
offences.

The accused was recent-
ly released from Raipur
Jail. Police have launched
search operations to trap
the accused. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava claimed
that the accused will be ar-
rested soon.

Man distracted: Rs 2.70 lakh 
stolen from bike’s dickey

Suspect caught on CCTV

Suspect’s photo 
in police records

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Christian College of
Engineering and
Technology (CCET) or-
ganized Alumni Meet at
the College campus on
October 29. The program
started with lighting of
lamps by all dignitaries,
followed by a welcome
speech by Principal Dr
Dipali Soren. Executive
Vice Chairman Rev Fr
Dr PS Varghese ad-
dressed the alumni. He
exhorted the students to
take career related guid-
ance from reputed
Alumnis and reminded
everyone to serve the so-
ciety in their given capa-
bilities and capacities.
“Man making Education
is a great Ancient Indian
concept, one should give
back to the society, else
he or she will be a loot-
er.” Kashish Shukla,

President of Alumni
Association in his presi-
dential address briefed
about the activities of
CCET alumni associa-
tion that was carried out
last year. He highlighted
that a strong Alumni is
the backbone of any col-
lege. The felicitation ad-
dress was delivered by
Secretary, Mushtaq Alam
The program was

adorned by cultural pre-
sentations by students
Ashish Saini, Arin
Malaki, Jailseen Sahota
and Sultana Khatun.
Alumni members also
shared their memories
with the audience.

Further, the business
session was conducted as
a post lunch program.
An interaction of the
current batches and

Alumni members were
organized which was
worthwhile. It has
helped the students to
know about life outside
the four walls of the col-
lege.

During the interactive
session, Alumnus gave
beneficial and valuable
advice to the current
batch students. They also
answered their queries.

Future plans were dis-
cussed and drafted for
the better execution for
the welfare of the stu-
dent community in
which a decision was
made to create meritori-
ous awards for toppers
and scholarships for fi-
nancially weaker stu-
dents from the next aca-
demic year.

All the Alumni mem-
bers were taken for cam-
pus tours to reminisce
their old days. The pro-
gram concluded with a
vote of thanks by Lincy
Mendonza, Asst Prof,
CSE and Staff Alumni
coordinator. Thereafter
group photos were taken.
The overall program was
coordinated and con-
ducted under the super-
vision of Staff Alumni
Coordinators Lincy
Mendonza and Richa
Sahu.

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In Charge, SAIL
BSP visited various de-
partments of the plant
which achieved records in
several parameters in
October 2022.

There have been a num-
ber of production records
created in November 2022.

Best ever monthly crude
steel production of 265530
Tonnes was recorded from
its Modex Unit, Steel
Melting Shop 3 in October
2022, surpassing previous
best of 260891 T in March
2022. The Plant’s Steel
Melting Shop 2 also
recorded the best ever
monthly production of 741
heats from Caster #6 as
against previous best of
713 heats achieved in the

month of September 2022.
Total tonnage from 741
heats was 88549.5 Tonnes.
The average tundish life
recorded was 25.5 heats as
against guaranteed life by
the supplier of 17 heats.

URM has achieved the
ever best monthly produc-
tion record in the month of
Oct’2022 by producing a
finished tonnage of 75,539
T, prime production of
71,125T, 260mtr panel pro-
duction of 4,576 Nos and
EUR-Rakes dispatch of 75

no’s surpassing the previ-
ous best of 70 rakes that
had been achieved in the
month of Sep’2022. Indian
Railways has also ensured
the timely availability of
260 mtr EUR rakes for
loading of panels.

In addition to this, URM
had made a record in the
month of Oct’2022 on
21.10.2022 by loading 242
nos. of 260 mtr- panels in
wagons, which is an ever-
best day record and sur-
passed the previous best of

240 panels on 26.12.2021.
Another Modex Unit,

the Bar & Rod Mill record-
ed best ever monthly pro-
duction of 78,924 T in Oct
2022, surpassing previous
best figures of 75212 T in
July 2022.

Plate mill created a
record by despatching
more than 9000 tonnes cre-
ating a daily record on
October 31, 2022.

Bhilai Steel Plant’s Blast
Furnaces have recorded
best ever monthly coal

dust injection rate of 138
kg/THM in Oct 2022, sur-
passing previous best CDI
rate of 111 kg/THM in
June 2022.

Director-in-Change of
the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta,
Anjani Kumar, ED (W) of
BSP and other senior offi-
cers visited the Plant, and
congratulated the teams
on their excellent perform-
ance.

Dasgupta exhorted
them to strive for newer
heights but to maintain
technological discipline
and ensure safety at all
times. This feat has been
achieved with the help of
associated departments
like PPC, RCL, INCOS,
Traffic, C&IT and
Instrumentation along
with other allied agencies.

Dasgupta visits departments creating new production records

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

The initiative of main-
taining cleanliness in one
of the areas of SAIL-BSP’s
SP-2 department under
Special Swachhta cam-
paign 2.0 was undertaken
by the Personnel
Department and commu-
nicated the same to Acting

HoD of SP-2 department
on October 28 for identify-
ing the date/location for
carrying out the task.

Jagendra Kumar, Acting
HoD along with Umesh
Oudhia, GM of the depart-
ment promptly came for-
ward for execution of this
task. They identified the
location and coordinated

other officials & con-
cerned workers for execu-
tion of the task at the iden-
tified spot on 29/10/2022.

The task and location
identified was removing
the Spillage Material near
Junction House of SP-2 on
29/10/2022. The team was
led by Anup Kumar Dutta,
CGM(SPs). The officials

present at the identified
spot were Jagendra
Kumar (Acting HoD),
Umesh Oudhia (GM),
Bijurkar (GM), MM Anis
(GM), Ch VV Prasad, GM
(SP), Sajeev Varghese
(GM), Jaidev Das (GM) &
GP Thakur, Shift I/c. From
the Personnel
Department, V Rama Rao,
Sr Mgr & RK Sahu, ALWO
were present. Besides
this, the workers of the
concerned area were also
present. Dutta, CGM(SPs)
came forward with a shov-
el to remove the spillage
material which was fol-
lowed by others also pres-
ent at the spot. The entire
spillage material was re-
moved within two hours
and cleanliness of the area
was thus ensured. So,
under Special Swacchhta
campaign 2.0, the task of
cleanliness near the
Junction House on
29/10/2022 was carried out
successfully.

Special Swachhta campaign 2.0 organised at SP-2 

Alumni Meet-2022 held at CCET

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  0011::  

On the spot drawing and
painting competition was
organised by the Vigilance
Department, BSP for the stu-
dents of the schools of Bhilai
and its vicinity. The competi-
tion was held in 2 categories.
Junior category from class 6 to
8 and Senior category from
class 9 to 12. The venue for the
competition was Maitri Baag,
Bhilai.  The registration process
started at 9:30 AM. More than
220 students participated in the
competition. The theme of the
competition was Corruption
free India for a developed
Nation)”. Students of all cate-
gories showed great enthusi-
asm in participation as more
than 100 participation was
received in each category. All
the participants were felicitat-
ed with on the spot participa-

tion prize. The chief guest of
the function was AC Rathi,
CGM (Vigilance) and ACVO of
Bhilai Steel Plant. After the
competition was over, the eval-
uation was done by a jury of 2
judges who are eminent draw-
ing teachers. The Winners of
First, Second, Third &
Consolation Prizes in Junior
Category are Tanishka
Tamrakar, Class 8th , DPS,
Bhilai, Ayush Sahu, Class 7th ,

KPS, Bhilai, Gautami Lahre,
Class 8th , EMMS-7, Bhilai and
Kashish, Class 6th , EMMS-I,
Bhilai respectively. The
Winners of First, Second, Third
& Consolation Prizes of the
Competition in Senior Category
are Advika Ogale, Class 10th ,
DPS, Bhilai, Vidhi Ramteke,
Class 10th , DPS, Bhilai,
Agnibala Sahu, Class 12th, SSS-
7 , Bhilai and Divyanshu Ghosh,
Class 12th , DAV School, Bhilai
respectively. The prize distribu-
tion ceremony will be held on
5th November at Kala Mandir,
Civic Centre, Bhilai.

Drawing and painting competition
organised at Maitri Baag

 Under Vigilance

Awareness Week 2022

Bhilai, Nov 01: 

The NSS Unit of St
Thomas College,
Ruabandha in associa-
tion with IQAC celebrat-
ed National Unity Day to
commemorate the birth
anniversary of Iron Man
Sardar Vallabh Bhai
Patel on October 31. First
of all, Principal of the
college Dr MG Roymon

said that today is the
birthday of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel and
the death anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi and we
celebrate this day as na-
tional unity day by re-
membering these two
great leaders. The
Principal conducted the
Oath for National Unity,
Integrity and

Brotherhood to all the
students and staff mem-
bers. After the oath all
the NSS unit of the col-
lege organized a Mini
Marathon from college
campus to NSPCL colony
in which 87 students and
20 faculties participated
with enthusiasm. The
whole program was con-
ducted by NSS program
officer Mahendra Ikhar.

St Thomas College celebrates National Unity Day

RT Ramachandran memorial inter-school tennis ball cricket tournament inaugurated 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 02,  2022

Governor presents awards in Rajyotsav-22

Raipur, Nov 01:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey today
honored various personal-
ities of Chhattisgarh for
their achievements and
contribution in the devel-
opment of the state on the
occasion of state founda-
tion day. As many as 33
awards were presented to
personalities for their out-
standing services in dif-
ferent fields. The
Governor presented
awards at Rajya
Alankaran Samaroh held
at the conclusion of
Rajyotsav (state founda-
tion day celebrations).
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel presided over the
function. Opposition
leader Narayan Chandel
along with cabinet mem-
bers, parliamentary secre-
taries, MPs, MLAs and
heads of boards and cor-
porations were present on
the occasion.

Narayan Markam was

given Shahid Veer
Narayan Singh award on
behalf of tribal welfare
department for working
towards upliftment of
tribal and backward class.
Laxmi Prasad Jaiswal was
given Pt Lakhan Lal
Mishra award on behalf of
home (police) department
for his contribution in
crime research. Yati
Yatanlal award was given
to Madan Mohan
Goushala Kharsia on be-
half of general adminis-
tration department for
working towards cow pro-
tection. Gundadhur award
was given to Amitesh
Mishra on behalf of
sports and youth welfare
department for excellent
performance in sports.
Award in the memory of
Minimata was given to Dr
Meera Shukla on behalf of
woman and child develop-
ment department for
working towards women’s
upliftment. Khemchand
Bharti was given award in
the memory of Guru
Ghasidas on behalf of
tribal welfare department
for working towards social
awareness and upliftment
of dalits. Thakur Pyarelal
award was given to Ashok
Agrawal on behalf of co-

operative department for
his contribution in the
field of cooperative.

Sanskrit language
award was goven to Dr
Balkrishna Tiwari on be-
half of higher education
department for his works
in the field of Sanskrit
language. Bhanwar Singh
Porte award was given to
Tukeshwar Kanwar on be-
half of tribal welfare de-
partment for his services
for tribal upliftment.
Dwarika Burman was
presented award in the
field of folk art in the
memory of Devdas
Banjare on behalf of cul-

ture department. Devdas
Smriti Panthi Nritya
Purashkar was presented
to Milap Das Banjare on
behalf of culture depart-
ment. The Dhanvantari
award was conferred on
Dr Manoj Choukse on be-
half of the Health
Department for his re-
markable work in the field
of Ayurveda medical edu-
cation and research.
Barrister Thakur Chedilal
award was given jointly to
Dr Priya Rao and Vivek
Saraswat on behalf of law
and legal affairs depart-
ment for their outstanding
works in the field of law.

Chandulal Chandrakar
memorial journalism
award was given on behalf
of public relations depart-
ment to Dhananjay Verma
for his works in Hindi
print media. Pandey and
Dr Vaibhav Shiv Pandey
were jointly given this
award for their works in
Hindi electronic media.
Madhukar Kher memori-
al journalism award was
given to KN Kishor for his
work in English print
media. Sudip Thakur was
given award in memory of
Pt Madhav Rao Sapre
National creativity award
for creative writing.

Preserving primitive cultural values will
help us maintain our solidarity: Baghel

Raipur, Nov 01: While in-
augurating the grand
event of Rajyotsav and
National Tribal Dance
Festival at Science College
Ground, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
we can strengthen our sol-
idarity and make the de-
velopment sustainable
only by preserving  the
primitive cultural values
across the world. The
main objective of organiz-
ing the National Tribal
Dance Festival is to create
solidarity for the rights of
tribals all over the world.

Chief Minister Baghel
inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the
traditional lamp and by

playing the tribal musical
instrument ‘Nagada’.
Chief Minister heartily
welcomed dance troupes
from various states of
India and abroad. He con-
gratulated the people of
the state on the occasion of
the State Foundation Day
and the third National
Tribal Dance Festival.

At the welcome pro-
gram, artists from 28
states, 7 union territories
of the country and 10
other nations including
Mozambique, Togo, Egypt,
Mongolia, Indonesia,
Russia, New Zealand,
Serbia, Rwanda and
Maldives performed and
mesmerized the audience
with their tribal dance.
Around 1500 domestic and
foreign artists are partici-
pating in this event.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister released postal
stamps and envelopes is-
sued by the Postal
Department and several
table books of National
Tribal Dance Festival for
the year 2021. In the pro-
gram, tribal dancers from
Mozambique, Russia and
Mongolia presented beau-
tiful dance in their own
distinctive style.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that the history of
dance is as old as the histo-

ry of man. There is a simi-
larity in the dance style
and musical instruments
of the tribals around the
world. It is a wonderful co-
incidence that there are
many similarities in the
style, rhythm, and move-
ments of the tribal dances
around the world. This is
because the tribals across
the world share the same
love and connection with
the nature, they have simi-
lar dreams, hopes and de-
sires. The objective of the
National Tribal Dance
Festival is to preserve the
primitive culture.

Chief Minister said that
this National Tribal Dance
Festival was started as a
platform to present the
cultural beauty of
Chhattisgarh to the whole
world. But the very first
event turned out to be
such a massive success
that it gradually took a
shape of international
event.

Chief Minister said that
today is the state founda-
tion day of Chhattisgarh.
Today is our victory day,
because on this day the
dream of our forefathers
came true and their strug-
gles bore the fruit of suc-
cess. State Foundation Day
of Chhattisgarh on Nov 1
is the day when every

Chhattisgarhia celebrates
the formation of the state
and takes pride in the
unique indigenous cul-
ture. Chief Minister
thanked all the states,
union territories of India
and tribal artists from all
over the world and said
that the tribal artists of
the country and the world
have come to join in our
celebration. The National
Tribal Dance Festival is
also a great opportunity to
share each other’s
thoughts and experiences.
We will all learn from each
other, learn, understand
and think together about
how to make the world bet-
ter a better place.

He said that a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed between the
State Government and the
Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, New
Delhi to provide an oppor-
tunity and platform to the
tribal artists of
Chhattisgarh to perform
abroad, which will in-
crease the scope for pro-
motion and exchange of
tribal culture.

Speaker of the Vidhan
Sabha, Dr. Charandas
Mahant presiding over the
program, said that today is
a proud day for

Chhattisgarh. National
Tribal Dance Festival is
being organized with the
aim of acknowleding the
importance and beauty of
the tribals and the tribal
cultures across the coun-
try and abroad. Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel, the
state government is work-
ing very well for the
progress of Chhattisgarh,
Chhattisgarhia and
Chhattisgarhi. State
Government’s schemes
are bringing justice to the
farmers, poor and back-
ward. He said that to make
Chhattisgarh a developed
state, everyone has to
move forward with the re-
solve of ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. Tourism
and Home Minister Mr.
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that in the last four years,
State Government is mov-
ing ahead with the vision
of ‘Gadbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’ and work-
ing to preserve and pro-
mote its culture and tradi-
tion.

Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said that
Chhattisgarh Government
has given the due respect
to the tribals and their cul-
ture by declaring a holiday
on World Tribal Day and
by organizing the National
Tribal Dance Festival.
Today, Chhattisgarh has a
new identity in the coun-
try and the world. At the
programme, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
gave the welcome address
and the vote of thanks was
proposed by Culture
Secretary Anbalagan P. On
this occasion all the cabi-
net ministers, many
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretaries, MLAs,
President of Corporation
Board, Councilor of Egypt
Mr. Image, Mr. Maza of
Togo, Principal Secretary
Culture of Haryana Mr. D.
Suresh and many public
representatives and citi-
zens were present.

NATIONAL TRIBAL DANCE FESTIVAL

Dance troupe from Mangolia performed their traditional tribal dance and the tribal

artists from Kerala performed their traditional ‘Pania Nirutham’ at the inauguration of

3-day National Tribal Dance Festival in Raipur here on Tuesday.

Participation of the
tribal artists from
across the country
and abroad has
doubled the joy of
Rajyotsav 

Artists from 28
states, 7 union terri-
tories and 10 coun-
tries enthralled the
audience with their
performance at
National Tribal
Dance Festival

Personalities
awarded for their
achievements and
roles in develop-
ment of state

BJP demands to reinstate of
Primary Societies Board

Raipur, Nov 01:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday submit-
ted memorandum to
Governor seeking immedi-
ate reinstating of Board of
Primary Agriculture
Credit Co-operative
Societies and also to con-
duct elections.

According to informa-

tion received, a delegation
of BJP’s Co-operative Cell
and Kissan Morcha sub-
mitted memorandum to
Governor at Rajbhawan
here. In the memorandum
submitted, the BJP leaders
told that all the 1333
Primary Agriculture
Credit Societies (PACS)
were abolished in July
2019 on grounds of reor-
ganization of the soci-
eties by the state govern-
ment. Against the above

decision, majority of the
societies have filed peti-
tion in High Court which
had given the verdict in
November 2019 to reiniti-
ate the Board abolished.
Subsequently, the state
government had appoint-
ed Administrators in the
Board which is against
the co-operative rules,
the memorandum stated.

BJP leaders alleged
that co-operative rules
have been changed only
to accommodate the
Congress leaders in the
PACS.

BJP Co-operative Cell
Convenor Sashikant
Dwevedi, Kissan Morcha
President Pawan Sahu,
Dwarkadhish pandey,
Somesh Pandey, Vikas
Agrawal and Sishir
Tiwari have also urged
action against the offi-
cials who have been de-
liberately changed the co-
operative rules.

Delegation submits
memo to Governor

Raman questions stand of Congress
govt on liquor prohibition

Raipur, Nov 01: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
on Tuesday questioned the
stand of Congress govern-
ment over liquor prohibi-
tion in Chhattisgarh.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the former CM
Dr Raman Singh said that
while the Congress had
promised to go for liquor
prohibition in the election
manifesto before the last

Assembly polls, but in pres-
ent scenario, the sale of
liquor has been extended to
every corner of
Chhattisgarh which raises
question on the intention of
present Congress regime,
he added.

Dr Singh also questioned
the development of
Chhattisgarh stating that
while the previous regime
had laid the road network
across Chhattisgarh, the
present regime is battling
hard to even ensure proper
maintenance during the
last four years. He claimed
that the previous govern-
ments had double the budg-

et of Chhattisgarh in every
five years, the Congress gov-
ernment has so far failed to
ensure development where-
as addition Rs 50 thousand
crore loan has been bur-
dened upon Chhattisgarh
state.

He alleged that the
Chhattisgarh had been pre-
viously moving on the path
of development but present-
ly it is battling hard on the
issue of corruption includ-
ing the recent action by
Enforcement Directorate.
He said that the govern-
ment has lost to remain in
power after the disclosure of
ED in recent raids.

Present govt 
failed to ensure
development

RAJYOTSAV 

CM Bhupesh Baghel conducted inspection of stalls of different department at the

Rajyotsav and National Tribal Dance festival inaugurated at Science College ground

here on Tuesday.

Farmers of state getting highest

MSP on paddy: Chhabra

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  NNoovv  0011::    Addressing the
farmer and villagers, MLA Ashish
Chhabra said that today November
1, Tuesday, is no less than a festi-
val for the paddy producing farm-
ers in Chhattisgarh, which is also
known as ‘bowl rice of the coun-
try’, because from today onwards
paddy will be purchase on MSP. It
has started, it is no less than a fes-
tival for the farmer. Under the suc-
cessful leadership of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, the gov-

ernment is working to provide best
of the facilities to the farmers, so
that farmers are able to sell their
paddy without any problems.
Paddy procurement centers have
been set up nearby to the villages
and farmers are the foundation
and economy of this state and
country and if the farmers are
strong then the village and the
state will be strong and the coun-
try will also remain strong. CM
Baghel has taken this decision in

the interest of the farmers. MLA
further said that the state govern-
ment waived the short-term agri-
cultural loans of the farmers as
well as decided to buy paddy at a
support price of Rs 2500 per quin-
tal, as a result of the welfare
schemes implemented in the
state, the income of the farmers of
the state has increased and the
farmers are moving ahead on the
path of prosperity. He said that the
government of the state is the gov-
ernment of the farmers, here the
maximum number of farmers
exists. The government is working
continuously for their welfare, as
soon as the government was
formed, the first thing was loan
waiver and under Rajiv Gandhi
Nyay Yojana, paddy was pur-
chased for 25 hundred rupees. The
support price of paddy is not Rs
2500  per quintal in the entire
country and Chhattisgarh state is
the first state where paddy is
being procured at the rate of Rs
2500 per quintal and this year the
farmer paddy will be purchased at
Rs 2640 to Rs 2660 per quintal. 

Three nabbed in betting
and cash of Rs 1.54 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Bemetar, Nov 01:
Bemetara police is taking
action against persons in-
volved in illegal trades and
smuggling of drugs and
banned cough syrups and
tablets. Under this cam-
paign, 3 bookies who
were practicing betting
in cricket matches
were nabbed and 8 mo-
biles phones of differ-
ent companies and
cash amount of Rs
1,54,500/- and betting
amount of Rs 3 lakh
was seized.

Continuous action is
being taken by
Bemetara police on sale
of illicit liquor, gam-
bling, betting, sale of
ganja and under this on
Oct 31, under the direc-
tion of SP Bemetara I.
Kalyan Alicela (I.P.S.)
and under the leader-
ship of SP Pankaj

Patel, action is been
taken against 3 accused
under 4 (A) of
Gambling Act by regis-
tering 1 case of betting
in police station
Kotwali Bemetara. In
which cash amount of
Rs. 1,07,500/- and 8
number of mobiles of
various companies and
cash of Rs 4700 and
total goods worth lakhs
were seized. The three
accused arrested are
Deepak Sahu S/o
Santosh Sahu (21 yrs)
R/o Baba Mohtra police
station and district
Bemetara and Vicky
Sharma S/o
Balmukund Sharma (30
yrs) R/o Murta Police
Station Nawagarh
District Bemetara and
Chitren Sahu S/o
Budhram Sahu (24 yrs)
R/o Mohabhta Police
Station Saja District
Bemetara.

SGBS honours talented students

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 01: Shri
Gujarati Brahma Samaj
(SGBS) organized Diwali
get-together and felicita-
tion of last year’s talent-
ed students at a pro-
gramme on Sunday at
Daya Bhavan in presence
of BJP District President
Jayanti Patel. The pro-
gramme started with the
lighting of ceremonial
lamp in front of Goddess
Saraswati and chanting
of Gayatri Mantra. On
this occasion SGBS presi-
dent Kirti Vyas congratu-

lated all the talented stu-
dents and wished them
for their bright future. He
asked the parents to dis-
charge their duties with
honesty and impart qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren along with ethics
and moral. Chief Guest
Jayanti Patel in his
speech asked the stu-
dents to gain knowledge
about their mother
tongue and also about the
culture and history of
Gujarat and its people.

The talented students
were divided into three
categories and one spe-

cial category. In the first
category Mihir Sharma
was first, Vanshika Joshi
in the second category
and Shreya Trivedi in the
third category. For the
highest mark at school
level Shreya Trivedi was
honoured, Vanshika
Joshi for the highest
mark in board exams,
Shreya Trivedi bagged
gold medal sponsored by
Ishwar Group, Vanshika
Trivedi bagged gold
medal in memory of Late
Baba Bhai Patel, Mihir
Sharma bagged gold
medal given by Brahma
Samaj while Mrs Rakhi
Joshi received Matoshree
Award sponsored by
Vijay Dave family and
Yashaswi Vyas received
award in the field of
music and art sponsored
by Deepak Vyas family.
The programme was con-
ducted by Mrs Pragya
Trivedi while Hitesh
Vyas proposed vote of
thanks, informs Kirti
Vyas president of SGBS.

Collector flags off ‘Unity Run’

Kondagaon, Nov 01: On
the birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
the first Deputy Prime
Minister of the country, a
District-level ‘Unity Run’
was organized by the dis-
trict administration and
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department from local
NCC ground to Civil Line-
Main Road to NCC
Ground. In this solidarity
run, the distinguished citi-
zens along with the repre-
sentatives of the people, of-
ficers and employees of
the district administra-
tion, police and other de-
partments, school teach-
ers and students, NCC
cadets and NSS workers
participated enthusiasti-
cally. Collector Deepak

Soni and District
Panchayat Vice President
Bhagwati Patel and other
public representatives in-
augurated the ‘Ekta Run’
by showing the green flag
to participants. During
this all the participants
took an oath to maintain
the unity-integrity and se-
curity of the nation.

On this occasion,
District Panchayat Vice
President Bhagwati Patel
administered oath to all
the participants and peo-
ple present to contribute
for internal security of the
nation including main-
taining the unity-integrity
and security of the coun-
try. During this a large
number of dignitaries
were present along with
public representatives, dis-
trict administration offi-
cers and employees, police
officers and jawans, media
representatives.

Seven days’ workshop begins in CU

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  0011:: A seven-day
DST Stuti training workshop,
funded by the Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India, is being
organized from November 01 to
07, 2022 in the Department of
Pure and Applied Physics under
the School of Physical Sciences
of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a Central
University).

The Chief Guest of the opening
ceremony of the workshop organ-
ized on the topic of Material
Characterization Techniques on 1
November at 10 a.m. was
Professor Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor, Saurashtra
University Rajkot, Gujarat  while
the programe was presided over
by Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the University. The
Registrar of the university,
Professor Manish Srivastava,
Coordinator, Prof. P.K. Bajpai,
Convener, Prof. M.N. Tripathi and
Prof. H.S. Tiwari were among
those seated at the dais. The
guests on stage first lit the lamp
and offered flowers in front of the
statue of Maa Saraswati and Sant
Guru Ghasidas. Thereafter, the
guests were welcomed with

saplings. The workshop
Coordinator, Prof. P.K. Bajpai
gave the welcome address, while
the Convener, Prof. M.N. Tripathi
elaborated upon the theme of the
workshop.

The Chief Guest, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot Gujarat said
that this is a valuable opportunity
for the students to explore and
carry out research whereby they
can gain experience, experiment-
ing with highly sensitive devices.
Through this workshop, the path
of quality research will be paved
for the students. Extending best
wishes to all the young partici-
pants, she said that priority
should be given to interdiscipli-
nary research by making full use
of resources.

Presiding over the inaugural
program, the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
Professor Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that this workshop being
organized under the Stuti scheme
run by the DST Department of the

Government of India will benefit
the emerging young scientists.
Students will be inspired to inno-
vate by understanding the
nuances of research and honing
their research skills. He said that
students should recognize their
potential and pursue their
research on the basis of determi-
nation, complete self-confidence,
and logic, while keeping them-
selves free from inhibitions of any
kind. Youth will have to find per-
manent and positive solutions to
various problems through new
and innovative research.

The guests were honored by
presenting shawls, quince and
mementos. The University
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava proposed the vote of
thanks and the event was emceed
by Dr. T.G. Reddy, Assistant
Professor, Department of  Pure
and Applied Physics. More than
300 candidates from various
higher educational institutions of
the country had applied for the 30
seats for participants in the work-
shop.

Mega cleanliness drive by
NYK at Mahadev Ghat

Raipur, Nov 01: Nehru
Yuva Kendra (NYK),
Raipur, Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports,
Government of India, or-
ganised mega cleanliness
drive at Mahadev Ghat,
Kharoon Ganga to reduce
the single-use plastic
usage in the community.
This drive is being contin-
uously organised by NYK
since October 1, 2022.

More than 500 kg of
plastic and other waste
was collected from the sur-
rounding area. The pro-
gram was supported by
UNICEF. Vikas Upadhyay,
MLA, Raipur (West) who
was the special guest on
the occasion motivated
youth to play active role in
nation building and com-
munity development. He
appreciated the efforts of
Nehru Yuva Kendra and
other organizations in
keeping the city clean and
beautiful.

Chhattisgarhi Theatre
Actor and folk singer Dr
Purushottam Chandrakar
apprised that he has been
associated with NYK for
the last 18 years and ac-

tively engaged in the
youth welfare activities of
NYK. Arpit Tiwari,
District Youth Officer,
Nehru Yuva Kendra said
that this cleanliness drive
is being organized all over
the country to create
awareness about the sin-
gle use plastic and limit its
usage. He further said that
its usage is extremely
harmful for our environ-
ment, and disrupts the nat-
ural cycle of our mother
earth. Sunita Chansoria,
Professor, Durga
Mahavidyalaya apprised
that all the volunteers of
NYK, NSS and Eco Club

are doing unprecedented
work on cleanliness in the
entire city for the past
three years.

In this cleanliness cam-
paign, more than 150 vol-
unteers of NYK, NSS,
Green Army, Eco Club,
Social worker Shubhangi
Apte, Ratri Lahiri, NR
Naidu from Green Army
of Raipur, Krishna Kumar
Verma, Dilip Tiwari,
Chandrakant Devangan,
Padmini Verma, Punita
Chandra, Lalita Verma,
Deepa Parganiha, along
with other volunteers
were instrumental in mak-
ing this drive successful.

Paddy procurement drive begins in Ch’garh

Raipur, Nov 01: Food
Minister Amarjit Bhagat
inaugurated the paddy pro-
curement driveby worship-
ing Maa Annapurna Devi
at Mandir Hasaud
Cooperative Society in
Raipur district. Paddy pro-
curement has started from
the registered farmers of
the state with Rajyotsav
(state anniversary celebra-
tions) from today.

Extending best wishes to
the farmers and the people
of the state on the paddy
procurement drive starting
from today Minister
Bhagat said that farmer-
friendly schemes being run
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, infused enthusi-
asm in agriculture in the
state. The farmers moving
away from the fields have
now returned to the fields
and the area under cultiva-
tion has also increased, he
said.

Procurement of paddy
has started from the regis-
tered farmers of the state
at support price in the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23. Procurement of
about 110 lakh metric
paddy is estimated this
year. For selling paddy on

support price, 25.72 lakh
farmers have been regis-
tered in the Integrated

Farmer Portal in which
there are more than one
lakh 67 thousand new farm-

ers. Total 2497 procurement
centers have been set up
across the state for the pro-

curement of paddy on sup-
port price. This year, nor-
mal paddy will be procured
from farmers at the rate of
Rs 2040 per quintal and
grade-A paddy at Rs 2060
per quintal.

Bhagat said that all nec-
essary preparations and
arrangements had been
made by the state govern-
ment for easy procurement
of paddy from the farmers.
In order to ensure that
farmers do not face any
problem in selling paddy,
better arrangements have
been made in all the cen-
ters. Moreover Officers and
employees have been put
on duty for monitoring the
system. Arrangements
have been made for gunny
bags for the procurement of
paddy.

Registration of millers is
being done for custom
milling of procured paddy.
Nodal officers have been
deputed to check illegal ar-
rival of paddy in the state
and to monitor sensitive
procurement centers.
Special vigil is being kept
on the societies in border
areas. Checkposts have also
been set up to prevent ille-
gal transportation of paddy
from other states to
Chhattisgarh. To this end a
team of officers will keep a
close watch on the goods
carriers. MARKFED MD
Manoj K Soni, society
chairman Pratap Singh
Dhruv, Mandir Hasaud
Nagar Panchayat President
Om Prakash Yadav and
other public representa-
tives and concerned offi-
cers were present on the oc-
casion.
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Based on ‘Material
Characterization
Techniques’ 

On birth anniv of
Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel

Food Minister inaugu-
rates paddy procure-
ment by worshiping
Maa Annapurna Devi

Procurement of 110
lakh MT of paddy 
estimated this year

25.72 lakh farmers 
registered

Raipur, Nov 01: As
many as 775 procure-
ment centres procured
10,257 metric ton paddy
on the first day of paddy
procurement on Tuesday
in Chhattisgarh in
Kharif Marketing Year
2022-23. As many as 3,951
farmers sold their paddy
on the first day. A new
record is being set every
year through Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana, which was start-
ed under the leadership
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. The
paddy procurement will
continue till January 31,
2023. The state govern-
ment has made prepara-
tions for procurement of
110 lakh metric ton
paddy this year. Total
2497 procurement cen-
tres have been set up
across the state this year.

Moreover 25 lakh 93 thou-
sand farmers have got
themselves registered for
selling paddy. On first
day  5341 tokens were is-
sued and 268 of them
were issued through
Tunhar Hath App. An
amount of Rs 279 crore
was released by MARK-
FED to Apex Bank to
make payment to farm-
ers for first day paddy
procurement.

Paddy procurement: 3,951 farmers
sell 10,257 MT paddy on first day



Bhubaneswar, Nov 01: 

It has been decided to
provide AC First Class
Service in Puri-Durg-
Puri Express and
B h u b a n e s w a r -
J a g a d a l p u r -
B h u b a n e s w a r
Hirakhand Express
w.e.f. first week of
March, 2023.
Augmentation of AC
First Class Service in
the above trains will pro-
vide benefit to the pas-
sengers of Northern AP,
South & Western Odisha
people. Members of
Parliament during the
Divisional Committee
Meetings of MPs had
demanded to provide 1st
Class AC service in the
above trains. Keeping in
view the demands and
aspirations of the pub-
lic, especially passen-
gers; East Coast Railway
has decided to provide
1st Class AC Service in
the above trains.
18425/18426 Puri-Durg-
Puri Express from Puri
w.e.f. 3rd March 2023 and
from Durg w.e.f. 4th
March, 2023 will be aug-
mented with One AC

First Class Coach by re-
placing the composite
Coach of both 1st & 2nd
AC. 18447/18448
B h u b a n e s w a r -
J a g a d a l p u r -
Bhubaneswar Hirakhand

Express from
Bhubaneswar w.e.f. 7th
March 2023 and from
Jagadalpur w.e.f. 8th
March, 2023 will be aug-
mented with One AC
First Class Coach.

First Class AC coach service in Puri-Durg Express
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Bijapur, Nov 01:

C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Minister of Commerce
and Excise and in-charge
of Bijapur Kawasi
Lakhma, was on a one-
day visit to the Madded
area of ??Bijapur and
gave a big gift to the
Madded area by perform-
ing stone laying ceremo-
ny of more than Rs 15 cr
worth of development
works for the Madded
area. In which basic de-
velopment works like tap
water, CC road, bridge
culverts, Devgudi, Mata
Gudi, electricity, school,
hospital, Anganwadi will
be undertaken. Lakhma
also visited the exhibi-
tion put up by the gov-
ernment departments.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Kawasi Lakhma said
that his life has been full
of struggle and hardly
anybody else would have
struggled so much as he
had to face. He said that
ever since CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s government has
been formed in the state,
closed schools are re-
opening, farmers’ in-
come is increasing,
money is coming in the
hands of the people and
this did not happen dur-
ing the BJP rule. Lakhma
further said that due to
the efforts of CM Baghel,
Bastar is marching to-
wards peace. Hospitals,
schools, Anganwadi and
ration shops are opening
in the interior areas
which remained closed

for last fifteen years of
BJP rule.

While addressing the
gathering, he charged
that the BJP is mislead-
ing the tribal society in
the matter of reserva-
tion, while the truth is

that the BJP and Dr.
Raman Singh’s govern-
ment deliberately did not
present the facts before
the Court so that the trib-
al community does not
get reservation. Due to
which the tribal commu-

nity in the state is suffer-
ing, he alleged. Minister
Lakhma further said that
reservation is the right of
the tribals and they will
get 32 ??percent reserva-
tion if the state govern-
ment approaches
Supreme Court against
the decision of the High
Court.

Bijapur MLA and Vice-
Chairman of Bastar
Area Tribal Development
Authority Vikram
Mandavi addressed the
gathering and said that
after the formation of
Bhupesh Baghel’s gov-
ernment in the state,
Swami Atmanand
School, sub-tehsil and
Bus Stand have been
given in Maddad. Vikram
Mandavi further said

that the previous BJP
government closed three
hundred schools in
Bijapur district so that
tribal children could not
go to school, but after the
formation of Baghel’s
government, it is work-
ing to open closed
schools.

During this, District
Panchayat President PCC
member Shankar
Kudiyam, District
Collector Rajendra
Katara, SP A. Varshney,
District Congress
Committee President
Lalu Rathore, DFO
Ashok Patel other dele-
gates and officer employ-
ees of the area, besides a
large number of farmers
and villagers were pres-
ent in the meeting.

BJP is misleading people in the matter of reservation: Lakhma
Minister extends gift worth Rs 15 cr to Madded area

Kotmi, Nov 01: 

YC State President on
his maiden arrival in the
state after assuming the
post of state president was
welcomed by Shivli Miraz
along with Vidhan Sabha
coordinator of
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Sports Bhola Nayak, zone
coordinator Tapeshwar
Chandra and seva dal state
secretary Ratan

Kesharwani. The others
present were YC State GS
Sudhanshu Mishra, state
secretary Adil Khairani,
Bilaspur City President
Sheru Aslam along with
YC office bearers from dif-
ferent areas. YC President
was welcomed by bursting
of crackers. Ravi Rai
Districy GS YC GPM, Pal
Paikra District VP GPM
and Sufiyan Ansari were
present.

YC state president
accorded welcome

Bemetara, Nov 01: 

It was on the report of
Dinesh Yadav S/o Baliram
Yadav (55 yrs), R/o
Ghoghra police station,
Nawagarh district
Bemetara, a case number
41/2022 under section 174
of IPC was filed regarding
the death of deceased
Rahi Yadav father
Prakash Yadav (4 months)
and found in suspicious

condition last on Oct 22
and was taken into inves-
tigation.

The case was investigat-
ed at the place of incident
in village Ghoghra nd it
revealed that Mrs. Babita
Yadav was upset with the
behavior of her husband
Chandraprakash Yadav at
11.10 pm on Oct 21 and the
accused by picking up her
daughter, Rahi Yadav of
just 4 months, from her

sleep threw her into the
well and tried to hide the
evidence. An offense
under section 302, 201 was
registered and taken up
for discussion.

Accused Babita Yadav,
W/o Chandraprakash
Yadav, age 25 years, R/o
Ghoghra police station,
Nawagarh district,
Bemetara, was duly ar-
rested on Oct 30 and pre-
sented in the court and
sent to judicial custody.

Under the direction of
senior officers, the in-
charge of the police sta-
tion Nawagarh and other
police station staff played
a commendable role in
solving this crime.

Mother turns out to be the main accused
In throwing her 4 month old daughter into well

 Nawagarh police
solves blind-murder
mystery 

Rajim, Nov 01: The liter-
ary circle and intellectual
of the State, including the
district have demanded
from the state government
that on the occasion of
Rajyotsava, there should
be a Kavi Sammelan as
part of the program itiner-
ary. According to informa-
tion, the literary circle
members are demanding
the same as there is void in
constant association of
these poets in circles other

than the district and they
have alleged of not getting
enough opportunities in
showcasing their talent.
Poet and litterateur
Santosh Kumar and
Sonkar Mandal said that
Gariaband district is very
rich in the field of litera-
ture and apart from late
writers many poets of the
younger generation, are
continuously pursuing lit-
erary activities by forming
different literary commit-

tees, thereby they should
be given a forum during
the Reajyotsav.

Literary writer also said
that Tukaram Kansari on
the occasion of state festi-
val, wherever literary
committees have been
formed in the district,
there should be a Kavi
Sammelan and literary
seminar in the form of a
literary program, as this
will send a good message
to the society.

Poets of the State demand 
Kavi Sammelan on Rajyotsav

Masturi, Nov 01:

Probationary Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Ms. Nupur Upadhyay
took charge as the station
in-charge. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Nupur Upadhyay, posted
in the district by
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government Home Police
Department, has been en-
trusted by DIG Parul
Mathur to discharge the
post of station in-charge
at Masturi police station
in the district for practi-
cal training / district
training. Ms Upadhyay,
after assuming the
charge of the police sta-
tion, said that the maxi-
mum number of thefts,
fights, road accidents are
the major complaints in
the area, taking which se-
riously, I will work in har-
mony between the police
and the general public.
At the same time, I will
try my best to maintain
peace and order in the
area while making every
effort to remove the fear
created in the minds of
the public towards the po-
lice.

DSP Nupur Upadhyay
takes charge of Masturi PS

Jagdalpur, Nov 01: 

In the last one year, we
have seen how the con-
sumption of banned
cough syrups has in-
creased in Jagdalpur city.
Police is also fulfilling its
responsibility by catching
these drug peddlers. This
city did not even know
when this intoxication
took the people into its
custody. Throughout the
year, huge quantities of
banned cough syrups have
been seized continuously.
When such a consignment
of intoxicants was caught,
how much quantity would
have been supplied is yet
to be found out. The statis-
tics of consumption of
cough syrup is worth con-
sidering for the city
dwellers. The people of the

city are also curious to
know who is the kingpin
behind this business and
why he is at large. It is not
that people or the people
do not know who is run-
ning this business after
all!

However, information
was received from the
Bodhghat police station of
the district that, in

Nayamunda area, a person
has collected banned
drugs and syrup with the
intention of selling it. On
the morning of Oct 31, on
search of Nitesh alias
Bhuvneshwar Thakur
from Nayamunda,
Monacuff plus cough
syrup 100 ml, 50 no’s (5
liters) was found in his
possession. In respect of

which, on inquiry, no legal
document was presented
in relation to the posses-
sion of the said banned
and intoxicating syrup.
The estimated market
value of confiscated intox-
icant syrup has been esti-
mated at Rs. 9000. In this
case, Monacuff Plus
Cough Syrup 100 ml 50
no’s (5 liters) has been re-
covered from the posses-
sion of Nitesh alias
Bhuvneshwar Thakur.
After the act of the ac-
cused comes under the
purview of NDPS Act,
after registering an of-
fense under Section 21
NDPS Act against the ac-
cused, accused Nitesh
alias Bhuvneshwar
Thakur is being arrested
and sent to jail on judicial
remand today.

One accused arrested with 50 no’s of banned drug
Future of youth is in danger due to indiscriminate consumption of banned cough syrup

Mandir Hasoud, Nov 01:
Dance forms like Sua,
Karma, Dadaria, Panthi
and Raut are an important
part of the culture and we
need to save our culture,
said Raipur MP Sunil
Soni, who arrived as the
chief guest in the Sua
dance competition organ-
ized at Mahamaya Chowk,
village Ghivra here. He
also said that we want that
there are as many other
types of artists of
Chhattisgarh as Sua dance
in rural areas, which iden-
tifies our culture and shat-

ters the shade of our cul-
ture and their skills should
be brought forward at the
government level so that
all these artists can be re-
spected in their respective
fields. Apart from Raipur
MP Sunil Soni, Devji Bhai
Patel, former MLA,
Dharsiwa Vidhan Sabha
presided over the program.
In the program, also
Urmila Umesh Verma,
Sarpanch Gram. Ghivra,
Shekhar Yadav, Lakhan
Sahu, Roshan Chandrakar
and many others including
villagers were present.

Sua dance is an important
part of our culture: Soni 

Mass power 

disconnection 

campaign conducted 

Mungeli, Nov 01:
Electricity department
recovered Rs 71,860 from
various arrears after re-
covery of electricity bill
dues and formation of
various investigation
teams, under the guide-
lines of Executive
Director Sanjay Patel
and under the leader-
ship of Superintending
Engineer PK Kamejwar.

In the same vein, the
department had given
earlier information re-
garding the payment of
electricity bill to the
electricity bill default-
ers, but as dues were not
paid by them mass dis-
connection campaign
was conducted by the
members under Lormi
district. It is to be
known that since the
last months, the depart-
ment is continuously
taking action for recov-
ery and line disconnec-
tion against the electric-
ity defaulters, due to
which there is an atmos-
phere of panic among
the electricity bill de-
faulters of the district.

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  0011::  

The program of Matar
Milan was organized in Samta
Club Fingeshwar by the local
Yadav society on the occasion
of Deepawali here. The chief
guest of the program was
Raja Neelendra Bahadur
Singh, and the program was
presided over by Jagdish Yadu
Nagar Panchayat President
and Bhagwat Harit Bisoha as
the special guest. The chief

guest of the program,
Nilendra Bahadur, congratu-
lated and thanked Yadav
Samaj and all the workers for
the event and said in his
address that maintaining your
tradition and rituals is
mandatory in today’s
age.Gopesh Yadu, Vinod Yadu,
Manoj Yadu, Dileep Yadu,
Balwant Yadu, Balmukund
Yadu, Narendra Yadu, Jayant
Yadu, Ramesh Yadu and many
others were present. 

‘Deepawali matar’
meeting organized 

Bemetara, Nov 01: 

Chief guest Ashish
Chhabra, MLA Bemetara,
attended the Mandal level
Lord Sahastrabahu
Jayanti celebrations or-
ganized by Chhattisgarh
Dadsena (Sinha) Kalar
Samaj in Berla under
Bemetara assembly con-
stituency. Garhwa Baja by
the people, accorded a
grand welcome with heavy
fireworks.

First the guests started
the programme by wor-
shiping Lord
Sahastrabahu. On this
occasion, MLA Ashish
Chhabra while addressing

the community said that
today it is a matter of
great joy that
Chhattisgarh Dadsena
(Sinha) Kalar Samaj is cel-
ebrating the birth anniver-
sary of Mandal level Lord
Sahastrabahu with great
pomp at the market square
of Berla.

The history of
Sahastrabahu Arjun and
Mata Bahadur Kalrin is
glorious, Kalaar (Sinha)
society is strong in eco-
nomically, socially and in
political terms. (Sinha)
Kalaar Samaj is a society
that stands in the first line
all the time for the service
of all human society.

(Sinha) Kalar Samaj is not
a single society but an ex-
ample for the entire
human society, spends
their whole life in human
service. We all get to see,
(Sinha) Kalar Samaj’s rep-
resentation, cooperation
continuously in every
field.

It is seen, whether it is a
matter of development or
in the field of politics, or
ins social, religious works,
where the support of
(Sinha) Kalar Samaj is di-
rectly or indirectly pour-
ing in.Along with this,
Bhoomipujan of Lord
Sahastrabahu Arjun
Chowk was completed at

the hands of MLA Ashish
Chhabra in Berla.

On this occasion, Dr.
Ishwar Sinha
(Mandaleshwar Berla)
presided over the program
along with Rash Behari
Kurre President Nagar
Panchayat Berla, Bharat
Bhushan Sahu Vice
President Nagar
Panchayat Berla, Daman
Lal Sinha State Treasurer,
Bharatlal Sinha, Pintu
Sinha, Rajesh Dubey
Chairman Service
Cooperative Society. Berla,
Sunil Jain Chairman,
Shivjhari Sinha Councilor,
Kamta Sinha, Madan Lal
Sinha, Anujram Jaiswal,
Keshav Sinha, Raghav
Sinha, Santosh Sinha,
Chhagan Lal Sinha,
Rajesh Sinha, Vinod
Sinha, Umashankar
Jaiswal, Ramesh Sinha in-
cluding a large number of
social and people from city
were present.

Unity of Sarva Samaj is the 
identity of Ch’garh: Chhabra

 Lays stone for 
Lord Sahastrabahu
Arjun Chowk 
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Campaign ends for by-polls
to 2 Bihar assembly seats

Patna, Nov 01 (PTI) 

Campaign ended on
Tuesday for by-polls to
Gopalganj and Mokama
assembly seats of Bihar
— the first electoral test
for the Nitish Kumar-led
‘Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment, formed less
than three months ago.

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who remained
conspicuous by his ab-
sence during campaigns
owing to “injuries suf-
fered in a recent mishap”,
issued a video message
urging people of Mokama
to vote for RJD candidate
Neelam Devi, whose hus-
band Anant Singh’s dis-
qualification necessitated
the by-poll to the seat.

Deputy CM and RJD
heir apparent Tejashwi
Yadav, however, led from
the front as he addressed
rallies in Mokama as well
as in Gopalganj, situated

in his eponymous native
district and which he
seeks to wrest from the
BJP that bagged it for
four consecutive terms.

The BJP has fielded
Kusum Devi, wife of four-
term MLA Subhash
Singh, whose death neces-
sitated the by-poll in
Gopalganj.

Yadav, whose campaign
for RJD’s Gopanlganj
candidate Mohan Gupta
was peppered with caus-
tic attacks on the BJP,
also took potshots at the
saffron party’s ‘B team’,
an allusion to his own
aunt Indira Yadav who is
in the fray on a BSP tick-
et, and Asaduddin
Owaisi’s AIMIM, which
has for long been accused
of being a “spoiler” that
cuts into “secular” votes.

The JD(U) sought to
make up for the absence
of Kumar, its de facto
leader, with active can-

vassing by top office-
bearers like national
president Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan and
parliamentary board
chairman Upendra
Kushwaha.

The BJP campaign was
steered by its leaders be-
longing to the state and it
received a boost in the
last couple of days when
Chirag Paswan, an es-
tranged ally, canvassed in
support of its candi-
dates. Chirag’s rebellious
uncle Pashupati Kumar
Paras, a Union minister,
is already with the NDA,
and the two leaders’
backing, in spite of mu-
tual differences, has
made the BJP hopeful of
garnering a sizeable
chunk of Dalit votes.

A curious aspect of the
BJP’s campaign was the
blitzkrieg launched in
Mokama by Suraj Bhan
Singh, a former MP and

ex-local MLA who is with
the Lok Janshakti
Party’s splinter group
headed by Paras.

The BJP has nominat-
ed from the seat green-
horn Sonam Devi, wife of
a local muscleman Lalan
Singh, who has been op-
posed to Anant Singh,
currently lodged in jail
after conviction in Arms
Act case.

Suraj Bhan Singh, a
dreaded gangster-
turned-politician, had
made his electoral debut
in 2000 assembly elec-
tions when he wrested
Mokama by an astound-
ing margin, contesting as
an Independent and de-
feating Anant Singh’s
elder brother Dilip
Singh, who was a minis-
ter in the Rabri Devi gov-
ernment. His rivalry
with the brother duo has
been the stuff of legend
in Mokama.

‘Voters are being paid to
choose NOTA in Andheri

East Assly bypoll’
Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI) 

The Shiv Sena Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray
party on Tuesday alleged
that voters were being
paid to choose None Of
The Above or NOTA op-
tion in the November 3
Andheri East Assembly
byelection in the city.

The campaigning for
the byelection came to an
end at 5 pm.

The party has raised
this issue with the
Election Commission as
well as the police, said its
senior leader Anil Parab

The election will have
ramifications in the com-
ing Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) election too as for
the first time it will see
the combined strength of
Maha Vikas Aghadi allies
(Thackeray-led Sena, NCP
and Congress), Parab
said.

“Some people are being
paid money to choose
NOTA,” the former
Maharashtra minister al-
leged.

His party has video
clips showing purported
workers of the
Republican Party of India
(RPI) indulging in such
acts, he said. The RPI
(Athawale faction) is part
of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance.

Indigenous spices of
N-E gain popularity 

Dimapur, Nov 01:  

After foodgrains, tea and
pulses, mjunction services
limited, India’s largest B2B
e-commerce company, takes
another step forward in the
agro-commodities space
with setting up an e-market-
place of large cardamom
for producers and sellers
registered with the Spices
Board of India. As part of a
licence issued by Spices
Board, mjunction will facil-
itate e-selling of large car-
damom on its platform to
buyers all over India.

This is the first time that
large cardamom will be
sold on an online platform,
marking a big step towards
digitisation and trans-
parency in this space. The
formal launch of the e-sell-
ing project happened last
week at a seminar organ-
ised by Spices Board of
India at Dimapur in
Nagaland, and the first on-
line event will be conducted

soon for a Farmer-Producer
Company (FPC) of Phek,
Nagaland.

According to mjunction
MD  Vinaya Varma, “We
are happy to be a part of
this digitisation initiative of
Spices Board. In fact, we
plan to extend our platform
to other FPCs as well so that
more buyers can take ad-
vantage of our transparent
and efficient processes.”

Secretary of Spices
Board Shri D Sathiyan, IFS,
said that: “This platform is
expected to bring in better
price realization, raise
quality consciousness,
usher in transparency and
efficiency in the trade and
facilitate other value-added
services for large car-
damom growers of the
north-east region. I appreci-
ate mjunction’s interest in
associating with the Board
on this initiative, and hope
that the maiden pilot event
will be conducted by early
December.”

Puneeth Rajkumar conferred
‘Karnataka Ratna’ posthumously

Bengaluru, Nov 01 (PTI) 

Karnataka’s highest
civilian award the
‘Karnataka Ratna’ was
conferred posthumously
on late actor Puneeth
Rajkumar on Tuesday, on
the occasion of the 67th
Kannada Rajyotsava (the
state formation day).

He is the 9th recipient of
this prestigious honour.

The event on the
foresteps of Vidhana
Soudha, the seat of state
legislature and secretariat
here, was shortened and
held in a hurried manner,
due to sudden rains.

Cine actors Rajinikanth
and Junior NTR, and
Infosys Foundation
Chairperson Sudha Murty
were guests at the event in
which Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai con-
ferred Karnataka Ratna
on Puneeth Rajkumar.

The Karnataka Ratna

award consisting a full sil-
ver plaque and a 50 gram
gold medal, was received
by the late actor’s wife
Ashwini Puneeth
Rajkumar, in the presence
of his actor brother
Shivarajkumar and other
family members.

Several noted personali-
ties from the film and liter-
ary world, Ministers, polit-
ical leaders, legislators,
among others are likely to
be present at the event.

Ahead of the perform-
ances there was perfor-

mence by several noted
singers including Vijay
Prakash.

With a large number of
people descending at the
venue, the Ambedkar
Road in front of the
Vidhana Soudha was jam-
packed despite rains, and
was closed for traffic.
Commuters were advised
to use alternate routes by
the traffic police.
Considered the Kannada
cinema’s reigning star,
Puneeth, youngest of five
children of thespian and
matinee idol Dr Rajkumar,
had died of a cardiac ar-
rest on October 29, 2021, at
the age of 46. Karnataka
Ratna was last awarded to
Dr. Virendra Heggade for
social service in 2009.

Interestingly, Puneeth’s
late father Rajkumar is
among the first recipients
of Karnataka Ratna award
in 1992, along with noted
poet Kuvempu.

CLEANLINESS DRIVE

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI) 

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has
said nearly 21,000 square
feet of space was freed and
Rs 4 lakh revenue earned
during a month-long spe-
cial cleanliness drive.

Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya re-
viewed the progress of the
Special Campaign 2.0 for
Disposal of Pending
Matters and Swachhata
Drive at a meeting with
senior officials on 
October 31.

Mandaviya said tremen-
dous enthusiasm was wit-
nessed in the ministry
headquarters and its at-

tached subordinate offices
and autonomous bodies
for institutionalising
“swachhata” and minimiz-
ing pendency.

“During the campaign
period, 21,600 files were re-
viewed, 8,416 public griev-
ances and their appeals
were redressed, over 1,100
cleanliness campaigns
were conducted and ap-
proximately 21,000 sq. ft. of
space has been freed and
Rs 4,06,315 revenue has
been generated,” accord-
ing to a statement.

The objectives of the
campaign were to mini-
mize pendency, institu-
tionalize swachhata,
strengthen internal moni-

toring mechanism, train
officers in records man-
agement, and digitize
physical records for im-
proved records manage-
ment, the ministry said in
the statement.

The Special Campaign
2.0 for Disposal of Pending
Matters and Swachhata
Drive was launched on
October 1 and implement-
ed from October 2 to
October 31. Third party
evaluations will take place
between November 14 and
30, which will be followed
by presentations of best
practices on Good
Governance Day on
December 24 and 25, it
said.

‘Repeat BJP govt in HP 
by breaking tradition’

Chamba (HP), Nov 01 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
and senior BJP leader
Amit Shah launched an
attack on Tuesday on the
“ma-beta” Congress party
both in Himachal Pradesh
and in Delhi, wondering
how can those facing a
chargesheet provide a
good government in the
hill state.

Shah also said gone are
the days of “raja-rani”
and it is the time of com-
mon people in a democra-
cy like India.

Addressing a public
rally here in favour of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidate in the
November 12 Himachal
Pradesh Assembly polls
and Bhattiyat MLA
Bikram Singh Jaryal, he
urged the voters to re-
elect the saffron party to
power in the state by
breaking the tradition of
not repeating a govern-
ment.

Shah said he has heard
the speeches of Congress
leaders and they have
nothing to say apart from
banking on the tradition
of alternative govern-
ments in the hill state.

“Change this tradition
of alternative govern-
ments and repeat the BJP
in the state. Form a BJP
government for the sec-
ond time by breaking this

tradition and we will en-
sure a drugs-free
Himachal by putting an
end to the business of nar-
cotics here. (Prime
Minister Narendra)
Modiji has taken a pledge
for a drugs-free India in
the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav,” the home min-
ister said to a roaring au-
dience.

“I have heard the
speeches of Congress
leaders. They have noth-
ing to say except stressing
on the ‘riwaz’ (tradition),”
he said, coining a new slo-
gan — “Ek bar BJP, bar
bar BJP”. Accusing the
Congress of trying to cre-
ate divisions between
upper and lower
Himachal, Shah said,
“But Rahul baba, upper
Himachal and lower
Himachal both belong to
the BJP and so does every
nook and corner of the
state.” Alleging that the
Congress was responsible
for “scams” involving a

total amount Rs 12 lakh
crore during its govern-
ment at the Centre, the
home minister said, “Still
not satiated, they have
now come to Himachal
Pradesh. How can those
facing a chargesheet give
a good government in the
state?”

“There is democracy in
the country and gone are
the days of raja-rani. It is
the time of common peo-
ple. We have to elect a gov-
ernment that works for
the development of the
state,” he quipped.

Noting that there is
nothing in the name of de-
velopment in the speeches
of the Congress leaders,
Shah said, “In Delhi, it is
a ma-beta party and here
too, it is a ma-beta party,
where there is no place for
youngsters. Youngsters
have a place only in the
BJP.” His remarks came
in an apparent reference
to Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul

Gandhi in Delhi and
Pratibha Singh and her
son Vikramaditya Singh
in Himachal Pradesh.

Stressing on Modi’s de-
velopment plank and his
fondness for Himachal
Pradesh, he said the
prime minister has
worked here for years and
that is why he is familiar
with every corner of the
state.

Shah also recalled that
the BJP has laid a web of
roads in the state and that
a medical college is com-
ing up in Chamba.

“When there is a dou-
ble-engine government, it
has its own strength. If
anyone has benefitted the
most during the Modi gov-
ernment, it is the 80 crore
poor people of the coun-
try,” he said enumerating
a number of central
schemes.

Shah alleged that dur-
ing the previous UPA rule
in the country, terrorists
used to behead Indian sol-
diers every now and then
but the Congress leaders
would not even say a word
as they feared losing their
vote bank. “But now, it is
the Modi government and
not that of mauni baba
Manmohan Singh,” he
said, referring to the sur-
gical strikes inside
Pakistan.

Shah also reminded
people of the abrogation
of Article 370 of the
Constitution and the con-
struction of a Ram temple
in Ayodhya, saying it was
Modi who made these
things possible.

PUSHKAR FAIR

A young woman with a decorated camel during the annual Pushkar Fair, in Pushkar, Tuesday. 

GOPASTAMI RITUALS

Devotees perform rituals of ‘Gopastami’ festival, at Durgiana Temple in Amritsar, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Watery grave
 Jaisalmer: A married

woman and her six-
year-old daughter died
after they allegedly
jumped into a pond
built on a farm in
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The incident
occurred under the
Phalsund police station
area limits. Station
House Officer
Bhanwarlal said
Lakshmi (30) along with
her daughter Kunjan (6)
jumped into the pond
leading to their death.

Suspend
 Shimla: Days ahead of

Assembly polls in
Himachal Pradesh, the
ruling BJP on Monday
suspended five of its
rebel leaders from the
primary membership of
the party for contesting
the election as
Independents. Those sus-
pended include former
MLAs — Tejwant Singh
Negi (Kinnaur), Kishori
Lal (Anni), Manohar
Dhiman (Indora), K L
Thakur (Nalagarh) —
and the BJP’s Himachal
unit vice-president
Kripal Parmar.

Detained 
 Kolkata: Nearly 100

teaching job aspirants
demanding appoint-
ment in schools were
detained in the Salt
Lake area here on
Tuesday for blocking a
thoroughfare here with-
out informing the au-
thorities, a police offi-
cer said. The protestors
claimed to have been de-
prived of teaching jobs
in state-run and state-
aided upper primary,
secondary and higher
secondary schools de-
spite having qualified
in the recruitment tests
conducted by the School
Service Commission
(SSC).

Bus fire
 Pune: Forty two pas-

sengers of a state trans-
port bus had a narrow
escape after it caught
fire in Maharashtra’s
Pune city on Tuesday,
officials said. The inci-
dent took place at
around 11.30 am at
Shastri Chowk in
Yerawada area when
the bus was on way to
Pune from Yavatmal, a
fire official said.

Revamped
 Aurangabad: The

premises of the famous
Tulja Bhavani temple
in Maharashtra’s
Osmanabad district
will be revamped and
the sanctum will be in-
layed with gold and sil-
ver, a district official
said. Speaking to re-
porters on Monday, dis-
trict collector Sachin
Ombase said a detailed
project report for re-
vamping the temple
will be made in the next
three months.

Mishap
 Saharanpur: Three

labourers were killed
on Tuesday after being
hit by a truck in this
district, police said.
Sushil (55) and Bhopal
(52) — both labourers —
were returning to their
home when a truck hit
their bike in Gagalhedi
area, killing them on
the spot, they said.

A student dressed in
Yakshagana during the
67th Kannada Rajyotsava
celebration at Kanteerava
stadium in Bengaluru,
Tuesday.

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah 
addresses a public meeting in Karsog, Himachal Pradesh,
Tuesday.

Shah targets Cong
with ‘ma-beta
party’ barb’

‘21,000 sq ft of space freed, 
Rs 4 lakh revenue earned’

Anil Parab



ALL SAINTS DAY

Bouquets of flowers adorn graves in the Westerbegraafplaats cemetary on All Saints Day, in Gent, on November 1.
Belgians celebrate the Catholic All Saints’ Day on November 1, visiting tombstones to honour the memory of 
deceased relatives.
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Washington, Nov 01 (PTI):

Hundreds of Indian
Americans worshipped
the Sun God on Sunday
evening and Monday night
at several places in the
country, ranging from the
Potomac river in a suburb
of this city and Query
Lake front in Fremont, to a
makeshift pond in
Connecticut and
Donaldson Park in New
Jersey.

In New Jersey, India’s
Consul General in New
York Randhir Jaiswal and
his spouse Dr Abha
Jaiswal joined the
“Morning Arag” or the
worship of the rising sun
at Donaldson Park,
Highland, along with near-
ly a thousand Indian
Americans from the New

York and New Jersey area.
Organised by the Bihar

and Jharkhand
Association of North
America and Bihar
Foundation, one of the
largest Chhath celebra-
tions in the US saw the
participation of families
of top corporate leaders.

In his brief remarks,
Jaiswal highlighted the
significance of the dias-
pora community in cele-
brating Indian festivals
thousands of miles away
from the country of their
origin.

Pushpa Mishra from
New Jersey celebrated
Chhath with friends and
family. A first time
“Vrati” or faster, she cel-
ebrated the festival with
her spouse, Nirmal
Mishra, a Director at

Centroid Systems.
Among those who

joined the celebrations in
New Jersey were Manish
Varma, Global VP at
GlaxoSmithKline, Amit
Choudhry, COO of
Wipro, Vikas Varma, Dr
Director at Johnson &
Johnson.

“All families came to-
gether to prepare Chhath
Prasad and celebrate the
puja at the ghaat, ex-
tremely well organised
by BAJANA and their
never tiring executive
committee and their vol-
unteers,” said Alok
Kumar, chairman Bihar
Foundation.

Braving the biting cold,
a large number of Indian
American gathered on
the banks of the Potomac
River, in a Virginia sub-
urb of Washington DC, to
participate in what is
now considered as one of
the oldest Chhath cele-
brations in the country.

It was a community ef-
fort led by software engi-
neer Kripa Shankar
Singh, who along with
his wife Manisha started
the celebrations in a
small way in 2006.

Hundreds of Indian Americans celebrate
Chhath at over dozen places in US San Francisco, Nov 01 (AP):

The man accused of at-
tacking House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s husband
with a hammer told po-
lice he wanted to hold the
Democratic leader
hostage and “break her
kneecaps” to show other
members of Congress
there were “conse-
quences to actions,” au-
thorities have said.

In a chilling federal
complaint, officials say
David DePape, 42, carry-
ing zip ties, tape and a
rope in a backpack,
broke into the couple’s
San Francisco home
early on Friday morn-
ing, went upstairs where
82-year-old Paul Pelosi
was sleeping, and de-
manded to talk to
“Nancy.”

“This house and the
speaker herself were
specifically targets,” San
Francisco District

Attorney Brooke Jenkins
said at a Monday evening
news conference an-
nouncing state charges
against DePape, includ-
ing attempted murder.

“This was politically
motivated,” Jenkins said.
She implored the public
to “watch the words that

we say and to turn down
the volume of our politi-
cal rhetoric.”

Investigators believe
DePape had been re-
searching in advance to
target Pelosi, Jenkins
said in an interview with
The Associated Press.

“This was not some-

thing that he did at the
spur of the moment,” she
said.

In a statement late
Monday, Speaker Pelosi
said her family was “most
grateful” for “thousands
of messages conveying
concern, prayers and
warm wishes.”

Police: Pelosi suspect wanted to break speaker’s knees

United Nations, Nov 01 (PTI):

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has ex-
pressed deep sadness
over a tragic bridge col-
lapse in Gujarat’s Morbi
city and expressed condo-
lences to the families of
the victims and injured.

At least 134 people lost
their lives in the tragedy
which took place in
Morbi town of the
Saurashtra region when
the British-era suspen-
sion bridge came crash-
ing down on Sunday
evening.

“The Secretary-

General is deeply sad-
dened by the tragic news
of the collapse of the
Morbi bridge in
Gujarat,” a statement is-
sued by Stephane
Dujarric, Spokesman for
the Secretary-General,
said on Monday.

Guterres expressed his
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims, as
well as the people and
government of India, and
wished a quick recovery
to those injured, the
statement said.

President of the 77th
session of the UN
General Assembly Csaba
Korosi said in a tweet
“Deep sorrow at the
bridge collapse in
Gujarat, India. My
thoughts and prayers are
with the victims, their
families and with the
emergency services.”

UN chief Guterres deeply
saddened by Morbi

bridge collapse tragedyKathmandu, Nov 01 (PTI):

Tika Dutta Pokharel, a
centenarian freedom fight-
er, will be the oldest candi-
date in Nepal’s parliamen-
tary election to be held on
November 20, contesting
against former prime min-
ister Pushpakamal Dahal
“Prachanda” and aims to
turn the Himalayan na-
tion into a Hindu state
again.

Pokharel, born in
Gorkha district, filed can-
didacy from Gorkha 2 con-
stituencies along with 11
other candidates against
67-year-old Prachanda, ac-
cording to Sushil Man
Serchan, President of
Nepali Congress (BP), a
breakaway faction of the
ruling Nepali Congress.

The Election
Commission has regis-
tered his name as the can-
didate at the age of 99.
Pokharel turned 100 on
Monday.

His health is sound, can
walk and talk very well
and is active in politics,
said Serchan.

A father of seven chil-
dren, Pokharel is contest-
ing the election on behalf
of the Nepali Congress
(BP) with the symbol
water vessel.

He is the oldest candi-
date contesting the
November 20 elections.
Nepal will hold elections
for the federal Parliament

and provincial assembly
in a single phase on
November 20.

“There is no real leader
in the country and those
who claim themselves as
leaders have come just to
earn money,” Serchan
quoted Pokharel as saying.

“I have filed my candida-
cy to give rights to the peo-
ple and to turn our coun-
try into a Hindu state
again,” said Pokharel, who
is contesting the election
for the first time.

Nepal abolished its 239-
year-old Hindu monarchy
in 2008.

Talking to people, who
came to his house to ex-
tend good wishes on his
birthday, Pokharel
claimed that he will win
the election by defeating
Prachanda saying “the
stone and soil of Gorkha
knows what kind of per-
son I am, and the people
are well aware of my oppo-
nent.”

100-year-old freedom fighter to be oldest
candidate in Nepal’s parliamentary election

Chicago, Nov 01 (AP):

As many as 15 people
were injured in a drive-by
shooting, including three
children, in the city’s
Garfield Park neighbour-
hood on Halloween night,
Chicago police said.

According to WLS-TV,
Chicago Police
Superintendent David
Brown said there are three
juvenile victims: a 3-year-
old, an 11-year-old and a
teenager who may be 13
years old. The others
wounded by gunfire are
adults ranging in age from
their 30s to their 50s. One
person was struck by a car.
The Chicago Fire
Department said it sent at
least 10 ambulances to the
scene.

Brown said the drive-by
shooting happened around
9:30 pm and was over in a
matter of seconds. It was
captured on police surveil-

lance video, which investi-
gators are reviewing.

Preliminary informa-
tion indicates there were
at least two shooters seen
on the video, firing indis-
criminately into the
crowd.

Brown said the victims’
conditions range from
non-life threatening in-
juries to critical condition.
No fatalities were immedi-
ately reported. Police were
waiting for their emer-
gency treatment to be re-
solved so they can inter-

view them.
Investigators are trying

to determine a motive and
get a description of the car
and those responsible,
Brown said. No one was in
custody.

Brown said there were
no known conflicts at the
corner Monday night.
Brown said there were sev-
eral large groups at the
corner, which is a popular
gathering spot in the
neighbourhood. Some
were reportedly attending
a vigil.

15 hurt, including 3 children, in
Chicago Halloween shooting

Jerusalem, Nov 01 (PTI):

Israelis began voting on
Tuesday in the general
elections, the fifth in less
than four years, to break
the political stalemate that
has paralysed the country.

Polling booths opened at
7 am local time. Polls will
close at 10 pm but official
results are not expected
until Wednesday. The
process of forming the
government could drag on
for weeks.

About 6.78 million eligi-
ble Israeli citizens will
elect their 25th Knesset
(Israeli Parliament).

Opinion polls predict an
incredibly close race with
mostly predicting another
stalemate, but some giving
an edge to the right-wing
formation led by former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu looking to
make a comeback.

The prospect of the next
government seems to be
largely hinging on two fac-
tors the level of right-wing
polarisation, not necessar-
ily in favour of veteran
politician Netanyahu but
for him to lead the coali-
tion, and the extent of
voter apathy, surprisingly,

in the Arab sector.
Netanyahu, 73, Israel’s

longest-serving prime
minister and among one of
the most polarising ones
whose leadership plagued
by charges of graft has

been at the centre of cur-
rent instability, is facing a
battle of political survival.

He has so far enjoyed
the unflinching loyalty of
his Likud party and other
right-wing parties that

have firmly stood behind
him.

There were times when
the bloc led by him came
tantalisingly close to the
magical 61 number in the
120-member Knesset,
falling short by just one
member.

His main rival, caretak-
er Prime Minister Yair
Lapid, is looking for a
strong show for his Yesh
Atid party that could help
him mobilise those politi-
cal formations opposed to
a Netanyahu comeback.

Lapid last time out man-
aged to cobble such a gov-
ernment bringing in
strange bedfellows togeth-
er, including parties from
Left, right and Centre
backed for the first time
with the support of even
an Arab party in an exper-
iment that many saw as
historical. About 40 par-
ties which are contesting
are unlikely to get passed
the threshold figure of 3.25
per cent votes required to
get an entry into the
Knesset. Some 210,720 new
voters will be able to vote
for the first time, account-
ing for about four to five
seats, adding an interest-
ing dimension to the polls.

Israelis vote in general elections
to end political stalemate

A voter undergoes verification process before casting his
vote during the general elections, at a polling booth in
Jerusalem, Tuesday, Nov. 1.
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Fix responsibility
On the face of it, iit ap-
pears that the Morbi
bridge has collapsed due
to negligence in repair-
ing the British-era
bridge and allowing
over 400 persons to cross
at one time, putting an
extra load on it. The
trust that maintains the
bridge charges Rs 17 for
adults and Rs 12 for chil-
dren for sight-seeing
across the bridge.
Responsibility should be
fixed and the culprits
punished.

DK WIG, by mail

Who checked
bridge?

The century-old bridge
in Gujarat  has col -
lapsed due to the negli-
gence of the gover n-
ment. How did a private
company open the
bridge for  the public
without a  f itness cer-
tificate? Some bridges
built by the British are
sti l l  in a  good condi-
tion. But this  bridge
collapsed within days
of its renovation. What
material was used and
why did engineers not
examine it thoroughly?
The load-bearing capac-
ity of the bridge was
also not considered be-
fore allowing people to
go on it . Money mat-
ters, but not at the cost
of human lives. Simply
setting up an inquiry
committee to examine
the tragedy is  not
enough.

Lk Handa, by mail

End veto power
Years after the 26/11
P a k i s t a n - o r i g i n a t e d
Mumbai terror attacks
the plotters remain un-
punished. The UN
Security Council has in-
deed proved to be a paper
tiger and its helplessness
could largely be attrib-
uted to the irrational
concept of veto power
being misused by its per-
manent members. Such
extant unbridled powers
should be given a quick
burial and all hot-bedded
global issues should sole-
ly be decided by majority
consensus.

Vinayak G, by mail

Girls on sale
It is unfortunate that
in these modern times,
when girls are outshin-
ing boys in every field,
girls are becoming vic-
tims of poverty and
undergoing maltreat-
ment and sexual abuse.
India claims to be the
fifth in the world as far
as economic growth is
concer ned, but at the
same time, poverty is
playing havoc in our
society, where girls are
being sold like ani-
mals. The NHRC and
the NCW should make
all-out ef forts to end
this menace and en-
sure that the guilty are
awarded exemplary
punishment.

Raj Kumar Kapoor,
Ropar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Students stand in a formation depicting the Kerala state as part of an anti-drug campaign, in Thrissur, Tuesday, Nov. 1.

ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGN

TT he Morbi bridge tragedy that claimed 132 lives and left about 93
injured when a pedestrian suspension bridge over River Machchhu

in Gujarat’s Morbi town crammed with people collapsed on Sunday night,
is one of the worst disasters of recent times. The bridge was closed to
public for several months for renovation and was opened on Gujrati New
Year’s Day on October 26 reportedly without proper safety assessment.
The horrific tragedy is a wake-up call for states in the Northeast region
to undertake a comprehensive survey of the safety status of every sus-
pension bridge in the region. A criminal case has been registered under
sections of culpable homicide and Gujarat government has appointed a
Special Investigation Team to probe the incident. Preliminary reports
suggest gross negligence of opening the bridge for public without
obtaining without fitness certificate and safety clearance from authori-
ties concerned after completion of repair and maintenance work. The SIT
investigation will ascertain the veracity of this allegation. Survivors’
accounts reveal another anomaly of issuing tickets to visitors about four
to five times the capacity of more than a century-old bridge with no
mechanism to regulate the flow of people. The suspension bridge with
233-meter span and 1.25-meter wide is showcased by Morbi district
authorities as well as Gujarat Tourism Department as a place of interest
for tourists and describe it as “an engineering marvel.” A safety over-
sight mechanism for such a place of tourism importance could have
ensured the checks against any act of negligence during maintenance
and operation of the bridge. Opening of the bridge of prime attraction to
tourists to the public escaping attention of the district and municipal
authorities for consecutive four days till the occurrence of the tragedy
speaks volume about the gaps in the disaster management plan for the
city. The SIT probe is also expected to shed light if the private company
had any technical expertise of undertaking maintenance and repair of a
suspension bridge and whether Morbi municipality authorities consid-
ered this while awarding the contract. National and State Disaster
Management Authorities drawing lessons from such institutional gaps
will go a long way in devising mechanism to improve coordination over
safety at public places including bridges, roads, highways, markets and
shopping places on real time basis. Improving safety surveillance by
command centres equipped with live footages from CCTV camera scan
prevent many such disasters waiting to happen for lack of proper sur-
veillance and safety oversight mechanism. The Morbi tragedy has
revived sad memories of a similar tragedy in Arunachal Pradesh in 2011
which claimed 15 lives when an old wire suspension foot bridge over
Kameng River in East Kameng district collapsed due to excessive load on
account of overcrowding beyond carrying capacity. Suspension bridges
over fast flowing hilly rivers in the border state and other states in the
Northeast serve as lifeline for many remote villagers and regular main-
tenance and repair of these bridges is vital to ensure safe connectivity.
Regular and frequent safety audit of these bridges for strength evalua-
tion needs to be prioritized in disaster management. Mere display of cau-
tion on maximum load carrying capacity cannot prevent a disaster with-
out a proper system in place to regulate the flow and to enforce the max-
imum load limit. Roping in local ward residents, villagers in enforcement
of safety oversight mechanism and safety audit will go a long way in pre-
venting disasters and undertaking timely maintenance and repair. The
National Disaster Management Authority issuing a comprehensive
guideline on safety aspects of foot suspension bridges will help State
Disaster Management Authorities in the region as well as other states to
undertake mapping of such bridges and what’s required to be done to
ensure that Morbi-bridge collapse or Seppa-bridge tragedies do not
recur. It is hoped that Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who heads the
NDMA, will take up the larger issue of safety of suspension foot bridges
and for undertaking necessary measures to bridge the gaps in their
maintenance and safe operation. The tragedy also sounds alarm bell
against overcrowding on living root bridges of Meghalaya and strictly
regulating the number of tourists on them at a time after a proper safety
audit of such bridges. These living root bridges are marvel of traditional
and indigenous engineering skills but unregulated footfall of tourists
beyond carrying capacity of these bridges could be disastrous. Odisha
government closing an old suspension bridge over Mahanadi connecting
Dhabaleswar island shrine on Tuesday for repair and evaluation for safe-
ty and strength for maximum load, following the Morbi tragedy is a wise
move. States in the northeast region undertaking a similar exercise will
help local administration identify weak bridges, cap the number of pedes-
trians depending on assessment of the bridge status. Alternative arrange-
ments will also be required to be undertaken in the event imposing of new
caps on pedestrians’ movement becomes necessary for safety.

D etecting cancer early be-
fore it spreads throughout

the body can be lifesaving. This
is why doctors recommend reg-
ular screening for several com-
mon cancer types, using a vari-
ety of methods. Colonoscopies,
for example, screen for colon
cancer, while mammograms
screen for breast cancer.

While important, getting all
these tests done can be logisti-
cally challenging, expensive
and sometimes uncomfortable
for patients. But what if a sin-
gle blood test could screen for
most common cancer types all
at once?

This is the promise of multi-
cancer early detection tests, or
MCEDs. This year, President
Joe Biden identified developing
MCED tests as a priority for the
Cancer Moonshot, a US 1.8 bil-
lion federal effort to reduce the
cancer death rate and improve
the quality of life of cancer sur-
vivors and those living with
cancer.

As a laboratory medicine
physician and researcher who
develops molecular tests for
cancer, I believe MCED tests
are likely to transform cancer
screening in the near future,
particularly if they receive
strong federal support to en-
able rapid innovation.

How MCED tests work
All cells in the body, includ-

ing tumor cells, shed DNA into
the bloodstream when they die.
MCED tests look for the trace
amounts of tumor DNA in the
bloodstream. This circulating
“cell-free” DNA contains infor-
mation about what type of tis-

sue it came from and whether it
is normal or cancerous.

Testing to look for circulat-
ing tumor DNA in the blood is
not new. These liquid biopsies a
fancy way of saying blood tests
are already widely used for pa-
tients with advanced-stage can-
cer. Doctors use these blood
tests to look for mutations in
the tumor DNA that help guide
treatment. Because patients
with late-stage cancer tend to
have a large amount of tumor
DNA circulating in the blood,
it’s relatively easy to detect the
presence of these genetic
changes.

MCED tests are different
from existing liquid biopsies
because they are trying to de-
tect early-stage cancer, when
there aren’t that many tumor
cells yet. Detecting these can-
cer cells can be challenging
early on because noncancer
cells also shed DNA into the
bloodstream. Since most of the
circulating DNA in the blood-
stream comes from noncancer
cells, detecting the presence of
a few molecules of cancer DNA
is like finding a needle in a
haystack. Making things even
more difficult, blood cells shed
abnormal DNA naturally with
aging, and these strands can be
confused for circulating cancer
DNA. This phenomenon,
known as clonal
hematopoiesis, confounded
early attempts at developing
MCED tests, with too many
false positive results.
Fortunately, newer tests are
able to avoid blood cell interfer-
ence by focusing on a type of
“molecular barcode” embed-
ded in the cancer DNA that
identifies the tissue it came
from. These barcodes are a re-
sult of DNA methylation, natu-
rally existing modifications to
the surface of DNA that vary
for each type of tissue in the
body. For example, lung tissue
has a different DNA methyla-
tion pattern than breast tissue.
Furthermore, cancer cells have
abnormal DNA methylation
patterns that correlate with

cancer type. By cataloging dif-
ferent DNA methylation pat-
terns, MCED tests can focus on
the sections of DNA that distin-
guish between cancerous and
normal tissue and pinpoint the
cancer’s origin site.

Testing options
There are currently several

MCED tests in development
and in clinical trials. No MCED
test is currently FDA-approved
or recommended by medical so-
cieties. In 2021, the biotech com-
pany GRAIL launched the first
commercially available MCED
test in the U.S. Its Galleri test
claims to detect over 50 differ-
ent types of cancers. At least
two other U.S.-based compa-
nies, Exact Sciences and
Freenome, and one Chinese
company, Singlera Genomics,
have tests in development.
Some of these tests use differ-
ent cancer detection methods
in addition to circulating
tumor DNA, such as looking
for cancer-associated proteins
in blood. MCED tests are not
yet typically covered by insur-
ance. GRAIL’s Galleri test is
currently priced at

949, and the company offers a
payment plan for people who
have to pay out of pocket.
Legislators have introduced a
bill in Congress to provide
Medicare coverage for MCED
tests that obtain FDA approval.
It is unusual for Congress to
consider legislation devoted to
a single lab test, and this high-
lights both the scale of the med-
ical market for MCED and con-
cerns about disparities in ac-
cess without coverage for these
expensive tests.

How should MCED tests be
used?

Figuring out how MCED
tests should be implemented in
the clinic will take many years.
Researchers and clinicians are
just beginning to address ques-
tions on who should be tested,
at what age, and how past med-
ical and family history should
be taken into account. Setting
guidelines for how doctors will
further evaluate positive

MCED results is just as impor-
tant. There is also concern that
MCED tests may result in over-
diagnoses of low-risk, asympto-
matic cancers better left unde-
tected. This happened with
prostate cancer screening.
Previously, guidelines recom-
mended that all men ages 55 to
69 regularly get blood tests to
determine their levels of PSA,
a protein produced by cancer-
ous and noncancerous prostate
tissue. But now the recommen-
dation is more nuanced, with
screening suggested on an indi-
vidual basis that takes into ac-
count personal preferences.

Another concern is that fur-
ther testing to confirm positive
MCED results will be costly
and a burden to the medical
system, particularly if a full-
body scan is required. The out-
of-pocket cost for an MRI, for
example, can run up to thou-
sands of dollars. And patients
who get a positive MCED result
but are unable to confirm the
presence of cancer after exten-
sive imaging and other follow-
up tests may develop lifelong
anxiety about a potentially
missed diagnosis and continue
to take expensive tests in fruit-
less search for a tumor.

Despite these concerns,
early clinical studies show
promise. A 2020 study of over
10,000 previously undiagnosed
women found 26 of 134 women
with a positive MCED test
were confirmed to have cancer.
A 2021 study sponsored by
GRAIL found that half of the
over 2,800 patients with a
known cancer diagnosis had a
positive MCED test and only
0.5% of people confirmed to
not have cancer had a false
positive test. The test per-
formed best for patients with
more advanced cancers but did
detect about 17% of the pa-
tients who had very-early-
stage disease. MCED tests may
soon revolutionise the way cli-
nicians approach cancer
screening. The question is
whether the health care sys-
tem is ready for them.

II n early 2020, as province after
province in Canada declared pub-

lic health emergencies, and pandemic
restrictions came into force, routine
grocery runs changed dramatically.
Faced with the uncertainty caused by
COVID-19, many people across
Canada and around the world began
to stockpile food and other products.
This was the beginning of a series of
impacts that the pandemic had on our
experiences with food. To better
understand food-related decisions
during the pandemic, our research
team conducted an online survey
among a sample of adults from the
province of Qu bec. This survey
spanned three different time points
between the initial lockdown in the
spring of 2020 and the curfew period
in Qu bec in the winter of 2021. Our
study showed that people reduced
their frequency of shopping for food

in store at the beginning of the pan-
demic. This reduction occurred in tan-
dem with a rise in curbside pick-up
and delivery. The general rise in pop-
ularity of no-contact grocery methods
was not unique to Canada, and was
likely due to people seeking to limit
their exposure to the virus. Our sur-
vey suggests that in-store shopping
frequency had returned to its pre-
pandemic level by mid-2020.
However, the use of no-contact gro-
cery methods is expected to persist
among a considerable portion of the
population. The pandemic not only
changed the way we purchased food,
but also the motivations behind those
purchases. As shown in our upcoming
research, more than three-quarters of
our survey respondents expressed an
increased desire to support local food
retailers compared to 2019.
Furthermore, 68 per cent of them

placed increased importance on the
country of origin of food products.
Respondents also stated that their
purchasing decisions were motivated
by the safety and price of food prod-
ucts as well as the environmental and
ethical impact. Major societal
changes like restaurant closures,
home schooling and teleworking
came with an increase in frequency of
cooking at home and improved food-
related skills like cooking and meal
planning. Many Canadians have
learned new recipes, and the much-
reported rise in the popularity of bak-
ing is corroborated by a drastic
increase in online searches for bread
recipes in the first weeks of the pan-
demic (which remained higher than
pre-pandemic until well into 2021).
Improved food-related skills were
most pronounced among families,
which is likely due to an increase in

children’s participation in cooking
activities during lockdowns. In addi-
tion, more than one-third of survey
respondents in our upcoming study
identified increased time and motiva-
tion to cook, comfort and enjoyment
derived from food, and interest in
food as reasons for enhanced skills in
their household. While better cooking
skills and more frequent home cook-
ing may be considered beneficial,
they came with a downside. Some
people seemed to become fatigued of
preparing meals over the course of
the pandemic, which was reflected in
an increase in take-out or delivery
orders for prepared foods in early
2021 compared with 2020. The effect
of the pandemic on eating behaviours
varied across individuals. On the one
hand, food appears to have been used
as a source of comfort and a way to
avoid boredom during the pandemic

lockdowns. More than one-quarter of
our respondents reported an
increased desire to eat during the
pandemic compared to before, as (in
their own words) they were at home
and around food all the time. On the
other hand, a small proportion of
respondents reported that their
desire to eat had decreased. The main
reasons for this change were feelings
of stress and anxiety as well as
decreased motivation to cook.
Lockdowns also had mixed effects on
the healthiness of food choices. A
study summarizing data collected
worldwide found that, overall, people
reported consuming more unhealthy
foods like snacks and sweets during
pandemic lockdowns. However, some
individuals also seem to have taken
advantage of the pandemic lock-
downs to make healthier food choic-
es.

COVID-19 reshaped the way we buy, prepare and consume food
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MM  PPrraaddyyuu

TT he Tamil Nadu government’s decision to recommend a probe by
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) into the Coimbatore

car-blast case is indeed welcome. The NIA has already started its
investigation and already shocking information has been revealed
linked to the car blast. The one deceased in the blast and those
arrested according to police sources have hardcore terror links and
what might have resulted in major serial blasts was thwarted due to
timely intervention of the police and Intelligence personnel. The
explosion in a car killing its driver some days ago in the Ukkadam
area of the city had spread fear and panic among the people as they
reminisced the horrendous serial bomb blasts that rocked Tamil
Nadu’s second-largest metropolis in 1998, killing many people and
injuring hundreds. The blasts then were conspired and triggered by a
fundamentalist group and was a consequence of communal clashes
and killings that occurred in the city in 1997. The blasts occurred on
a day when the then BJP supremo LK Advani was to visit the city for
an election campaign. A delay in his flight averted a major mishap
then, but serial bomb blasts killed so many. Also Read - Morbi
tragedy a wake-up call for Northeast The recent car blast has raised
curiosity and a number of questions linking the same to terror and
fundamental activities which has national and international connec-
tions. The WhatsApp status of the deceased, the finding of explosives
and bomb-making materials, the arrest of the accomplices of the
deceased and their connection with hardcore terror outfits including
ISIS, the documents including details of vital public spots and places
of worship in the city, go to show that undoubtedly a conspiracy was
being hatched for a terrible terror attack. The alertness and the time-
ly action of the police department have definitely thwarted a major
attack. Also Read - Corrupt officers This commercial blue-chip city of
the South took four to five years after the 1998 blasts to limp back to
its present form. The Stalin government has come in for severe criti-
cism after the blast for its lackadaisical way of handling the situation
and also for appeasement. The criticism comes as the same DMK
regime was in power during the 1998 serial blasts and was at that
time severely lambasted for being soft on those allegedly linked to
terror and fundamental activities. The Tamil Nadu Governor has said
that there should be no politics on terrorism and no leniency to ter-
rorists as they are enemies of the nation and friends of none. Let us
hope that the NIA’s investigation bring out the facts behind this con-
spiracy and the state government deals severely with the plotters,
while not providing scope for communalizing and politicizing terror-
ism as already different factions and parties have began milking the
car blast incident for political gain. 

Coimbatore car blast 

MCED tests promises to boost 
early detection of cancer

Morbi tragedy a wake-up
call for Northeast

COLIN PRITCHARD
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Whirlpool
New Delhi: Consumer
durables firm
Whirlpool of India Ltd
on Tuesday reported a
decline of 88.13 per cent
in its consolidated net
profit at Rs 49.02 crore
for the second quarter
ended September 2022
on account of commodi-
ty headwinds and a one-
time gain last fiscal. The
company had posted a
net profit of Rs 413.19
crore during the July-
September period of the
previous fiscal,
Whirlpool of India, a
subsidiary of Whirlpool
Corporation, said in a
regulatory filing.

Wheels India
Chennai: Wheels India
Ltd, manufacturer of
steel wheels for automo-
biles has reported net
profit at Rs 15.14 crore
during the quarter end-
ing September 30, 2022,
the company said on
Tuesday. The company
had reported net profits
at Rs 21.2 crore during
corresponding quarter
previous year. For the
half year ending
September 30, 2022, the
net profits of the com-
pany stood at Rs 25.8
crore as against Rs 31.3
crore registered in the
corresponding period
last year.

Flipkart
New Delhi: E-com-
merce major Flipkart
India's consolidated
net loss widened to Rs
3,413 crore in the fi-
nancial year 2021-22
despite increase in
revenues, according to
financial data ac-
cessed by business in-
telligence platform
Tofler. The Walmart
group-owned firm had
reported a net loss of
Rs 2,445.6 crore in the
previous financial
year 2020-21.

PNB shares 
New Delhi: Shares of
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) on Tuesday fell
over 6 per cent after
the firm reported a 63
per cent decline in
standalone net profit
for the September
quarter. The stock de-
clined 5.87 per cent to
settle at Rs 40.10 on the
BSE. During the day, it
tanked 6.33 per cent to
Rs 39.90. At the NSE, it
fell 6.21 per cent to end
at Rs 40. In traded vol-
ume terms, 80.60 lakh
shares of the firm
were traded at the
BSE and over 14.61
crore shares at the
NSE during the day.

MakeMyTrip
New Delhi: Online
travel service
provider
MakeMyTrip Ltd on
Tuesday reported an
over two-fold rise in
adjusted operating
profit at USD 15.1 mil-
lion for the second
quarter ended
September 30, 2022.
The NASDAQ-listed
firm had posted an ad-
justed operating profit
of USD 6.6 million in
the same quarter a
year ago. Gross book-
ings also increased
over two-fold to USD
1.5 billion from USD
734.1 million in the
year-ago period.

Hero MotoCorp
New Delhi: The coun-
try's largest two-wheel-
er maker Hero
MotoCorp on Tuesday
reported a 17 per cent
dip in its total sales at
4,54,582 units last
month as compared
with 5,47,970 units in
October 2021. In the do-
mestic market the com-
pany's dispatches to
dealers stood at 4,42,825
units, down 16 per cent
from 5,27,779 units in
the year-ago period.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

India will press for collec-
tive efforts to deal with the
spillovers of happenings in
advanced economies as well
as global regulation of cryp-
to assets to check terror
funding under its G20 presi-
dency, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Tuesday.

The minister outlined
eight priority areas, includ-
ing reforms in multilateral
institutions and food and
energy security, for discus-
sion under its G20 presiden-
cy which will begin from
December 1.

India will take over the
presidency of G20, which is
a grouping of 20 developed
and developing nations,
from Indonesia.

India is taking over the
presidency at a crucial junc-
ture when the world is fac-
ing multiple headwinds on

account of the Russia-
Ukraine war, increasing
crude oil prices, rising in-
terest rates and slowdown
in global demand.

"We are probably at a
very comfortable stage in
the sense of comparing
with other economies, our
macroeconomic fundamen-
tals are fine," Sitharaman

said, adding that emerging
markets always face the col-
lateral and unintended
spillovers of happenings in
the developed countries.

She said at the G20 forum
India is constantly main-
taining its position and
voicing the concerns of
emerging markets and low-
and middle-income coun-

tries. "Particularly at a time
when we are also facing the
collateral spillovers which
are unintended ... How
much countries like India
or in the middle or low in-
come bracket or emerging
markets can bear the brunt
of spillovers? Can you at all
be ready for unpredictable
spillovers, and how much
can you be ready?

"Therefore, (discussions
on) spillovers will be (a) pri-
ority," Sitharaman said at
ICRIER's G20 conference.

Warning of a recession in
advanced economies, IMF
last month lowered global
growth projections to 3.2 per
cent for 2022 and 2.9 per cent
for 2023.

The World Trade
Organisation (WTO) ex-
pects global trade growth to
slow down to 1 per cent in
2023, from 3.5 per cent this
year, due to global uncer-
tainties.

India to press for collective efforts
to deal with spillovers of actions

by rich nations at G20: FM

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks during ICRIER's
14th Annual International G-20 Conference, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

GST revenues regis-
tered the second highest
collection ever at Rs 1.52
lakh crore in October, re-
flecting pick up in econom-
ic activity in the festive
season.

The collections in
October this year recorded
a 16.6 per cent rise over Rs
1.30 lakh crore collected in
the same month last year.

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collection had
touched a record high of
nearly Rs 1.68 lakh crore
in April. In September, it
was Rs 1.48 lakh crore.

"The gross GST collect-
ed in the month of
October 2022 is Rs 1,51,718
crore, of which central
GST is Rs 26,039 crore,
state GST is Rs 33,396
crore, integrated GST is
Rs 81,778 crore (including
Rs 37,297 crore collected on
import of goods) and cess
is Rs 10,505 crore (includ-
ing Rs 825 crore collected
on import of goods),
which is second highest

till date," an official state-
ment said. The total rev-
enue of the Centre and the
states after regular as well
as adhoc settlements in
the month of October 2022
is Rs 74,665 crore for CGST
and Rs 77,279 crore for the
SGST. GST mop-up has
been over Rs 1.40 lakh
crore for eight months in a
row, while for two months
it has crossed the Rs 1.50
lakh crore-mark.

During the month of
September 2022, 8.3 crore
e-way bills were generat-
ed, which was significant-
ly higher than 7.7 crore e-
way bills generated in
August 2022. ICRA chief
economist Aditi Nayar
said the sharp sequential
pickup in the headline
GST collections in October
2022 reflects a combina-
tion of quarter-end flows
relating to the transac-
tions in the previous
month, as well as the surge
in GST e-way bills ahead of
a robust festive season.
"With the festive season in
October 2022, the genera-
tion of GST e-way bills is
expected to have remained

high, which should bolster
the GST collections in the
month of November 2022,"
Nayar said. ICRA expects
the CGST collections to ex-
ceed the FY23 Budget
Estimates by Rs 1.3-1.4
lakh crore. N. A. Shah
Associates Partner
Indirect Tax Parag Mehta
said October was also a
month of festivals and hol-
idays wherein people have
splurged on real estate, ve-
hicles, holidays and other
necessities. "It now looks
that GST collections will
surely cross Rs 1.50 lakh
crore on monthly basis
from November 2022,"
Mehta said. Deloitte India
Partner M S Mani said
major states have reported
impressive increase in col-
lections indicating that it
is a broad based phenome-
non across the country.

EY LLP Tax Partner
Saurabh Agarwal said
that with both the revenue
wings -- CBDT and CBIC --
charged up with increas-
ing the tax collection,
healthy collection can be
expected in the coming
months too.

GST collection at 
Rs 1.52 lakh crore in October
̈ Second highest ever

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Automaker Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) on
Tuesday reported a 21 per
cent increase in total sales
at 1,67,520 units in October.

The company had sold a
total of 1,38,335 units in the
same month last year, it
said in a statement.

Total domestic passen-
ger vehicle sales were at
1,47,072 units in October as
compared to 1,17,013 units
in the year-ago month, reg-
istering a growth of 26 per
cent. Sales of mini seg-
ment cars, comprising
Alto and S-Presso, grew to
24,936 units as against
21,831 units in October
2021. Sales of compact
cars, including Baleno,
Celerio, Dzire, Ignis, Swift,
Tour S and WagonR, rose
to 73,685 units last month
as compared to 48,690 units

in the year-ago month.
According to the state-
ment, utility vehicles con-
sisting of Brezza, Ertiga, S-
Cross and XL6 clocked
sales of 30,971 units last
month as compared to
27,081 units in the same pe-
riod a year ago.

Last month, sales of
Eeco were at 8,861 units as

against 10,320 units in
October 2021 while that of
light commercial vehicle
Super Carry stood at 2,913
units as against 3,797 units
during the same period.

MSIL said its exports in
October stood at 20,448
units as compared to 21,322
units in the same month
last year.

Maruti Suzuki’s total sales rise 
21 pc to 1,67,520 units in October

Cars on display at Maruti Suzuki showroom in Gurugram, Tuesday,
Nov. 1. Automaker Maruti Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) on Tuesday report-
ed a 21 per cent increase in total sales at 1,67,520 units in October. 

Chennai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras
Incubation Cell has signed a
partnership withN Incubation
Foundation (SSN iFound)
aimed at supporting budding
entrepreneurs in Tamil Nadu,
the company said on Tuesday.
Through the partnership, IIT-M
Incubation Cell would
supportN iFound in developing
an ecosystem that nurtures a
culture of building things and
provides incubation support to
promising entrepreneurial ven-
tures.
"As a first step in this direc-
tion, IITM Incubation Cell will
supportN iFound in setting up
Build Club - a student only run
club, and managed by them
that aims to create a culture
of building products among
students," a company state-
ment said here.
IIT-M Incubation Cell would

also supportN iFound in con-
ducting training, motivational
and experiential talks and
events to strengthen the
entrepreneurial ecosystem.
"India needs young entrepre-
neurs more than ever before
given their ability to con-
tribute actively to economic
development. We want to help
them nurture this entrepre-
neurial curiosity at an early
stage through Build Clubs...,"
IITM Incubation Cell, IIT
Madras Research Park, presi-
dent professor Ashok
Jhunjhunwala said. "Through
partnering with institutions
likeN, we believe that we can
achieve this. We are looking
forward to jointly nurturing
the next-generation wealth
creators and entrepreneurs to
strengthen India's startup
ecosystem", he said. IITMIC
andN iFound would periodical-
ly select start-ups with poten-
tial for co-incubation.

IITM Incubation Cell inks
pact with SSN iFound

New Delhi, Nov 01: 

Following a successful
run on its original content,
Watcho is expanding its of-
fering by providing bun-
dled packages of the most
popular OTT platforms,
thus providing its sub-
scribers with a whole new
world of digital content
along with the convenience
of a single subscription.

WATCHO will offer OTT
content from Disney+
Hotstar, Zee5, Sony LIV,
Lionsgate Play, Hungama
Play, HoiChoi, Klikk,
EpicOn, Chaupal, and Oho
Gujarati via a single login
and subscription model.
Additionally, subscribers
will also be able to enjoy
the massive library of orig-
inal content including 35+
enthralling web series,
Swag (UGC content),
snackable shows, and live
TV from WATCHO exclu-

sives. DishTV will further
enhance its plans as more
OTT platforms are in the
pipeline to join Watcho to
make it a comprehensive
entertainment destination.
Indian OTT viewers strug-
gle to keep up with the lat-
est content by juggling
multiple platforms.
Watcho's latest OTT aggre-
gation service lives up to
its promise of "One Hai
Toh Done Hai," which
seeks to deliver the conven-
ience of one plan and one
payment package to con-
tribute to the ease of access
to maximum content in
one place while improving
the viewing experience.
Further, as an introductory
offer (available for a limit-
ed period), DishTV, D2H,
and Siti Cable subscribers
can avail of and enjoy the
new service for a month,
without paying any addi-
tional cost.

Dish TV India launches its one-stop
OTT entertainment solution

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

Equity indices darted
up for the fourth day run-
ning on Tuesday to close at
over nine-month highs,
buoyed by positive macro-
economic data and a bull-
ish trend overseas. A re-
covering rupee and contin-
uous foreign fund inflows
added to the momentum,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 374.76
points or 0.62 per cent to
settle at 61,121.35 -- closing
above the 61,000-level for
the first time since
January 17 this year. On
similar lines, the broader
NSE Nifty advanced 133.20
points or 0.74 per cent to
end at 18,145.40.

NTPC was the top gain-
er among the Sensex con-
stituents, spurting 5 per
cent, followed by

PowerGrid, Dr Reddy's,
Infosys, TCS, UltraTech
Cement, HCL
Technologies, Sun
Pharma and Asian Paints.

Only four stocks logged
losses -- Axis Bank,
Maruti, Reliance
Industries and Tata Steel,
dropping as much as 3.76
per cent. "The bulls are
driving the trend in the do-
mestic market with back-
ing from FIIs and the glob-
al markets. The PMI num-

bers show that manufac-
turing activity in India re-
mained strong in October
and that pricing pressures
were kept in check as new
orders and production in-
creased, albeit slowly.
"Investors are keeping an
eye on the central banks'
policy meetings for any in-
dications of a slowdown in
the pace of rate hikes,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Manufacturing activi-
ties in India remained ro-
bust and price pressures
were contained in October
as new orders and produc-
tion rose, according to a
monthly survey released
on Tuesday. The seasonal-
ly-adjusted S&P Global
India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) was up from
55.1 in September to 55.3 in

October.
GST revenues regis-

tered the second highest
collection ever at Rs 1.52
lakh crore in October, re-
flecting pick up in econom-
ic activity in the festive
season, official data
showed. The collections in
October this year recorded
a 16.6 per cent rise over Rs
1.30 lakh crore collected in
the same month last year.

"Despite several events
lined up during the week
including Fed policy meet-
ing, global markets surged
on back of healthy quar-
terly results. Positive mo-
mentum continued in the
Indian equities as well
with Nifty gaining anoth-
er 133 points to close at
18145 -- its highest closing
since 17th January 2022.
Sector wise, action was
seen in metal and pharma
stocks.

Sensex rallies for 4th day, breaches 61,000-mark

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Tuesday said retirement
fund body EPFO's cover-
age will be expanded to 10
crore subscribers from the
existing level of 6.5 crore.

At a function to mark
the 70th foundation day of
the Employees Provident
Fund Organization
(EPFO), Yadav said,
"EPFO social security
schemes ambit will be ex-
panded. It will be in-
creased from 6.5 crore
subscribers to 10 crore."
He also launched the
EPFO Vision 2047 docu-
ment.

According to him, it is
the biggest responsibility
of the EPFO to reduce its
litigations and increase
the coverage. "We have
subsumed 29 labour laws
into four broad codes.
These codes provide for
expansion of social secu-
rity schemes, including
EPFO," the minister said.

This rationalisation

and simplification of laws
will minimize litigations
and bring in ease of doing
business. The minister ex-
pressed happiness over
the way EPFO has grown
in the years gone by and
the way it is managing its
huge corpus of savings of
the members.

As per a statement is-
sued by the labour min-
istry, the five objectives of
Chintan Shivir namely
Mission 10 crore, ease of
compliance, EPFO
Karmayogi, Satisfied
members and Preparing
for the future have been
identified as mission
areas for work to be taken
up by EPFO.

NAYAN XI

Newly launched high-speed catamaran named 'NAYAN XI', in Mumbai, Tuesday, Nov.
1. The new vessel sails between domestic cruise terminus and Mandwa near Alibaug,
and has a seating capacity of 140 passengers on the lower deck and another 60 pas-
sengers on the upper / business class deck. 

EPFO coverage to be expanded to 10 cr
subscribers: Bhupender Yadav

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The rupee appreciated
10 paise to close at 82.71
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, as
the greenback retreated
from its elevated levels.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.74
and witnessed a high of
82.59 and a low of 82.79.

It finally settled at 82.71
against the American cur-
rency, registering a rise of
10 paise over its previous
close amid a positive trend
in domestic equities.

On Monday, the rupee
had settled 34 paise lower
at 82.81.

Meanwhile, the dollar

index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.49 per
cent to 110.98.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
1.42 per cent to USD 94.13
per barrel.

Rupee gains 10 paise to close
at 82.71 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):

Vetsa Ramakrishna
Gupta on Tuesday assumed
additional charge as chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) --
the second 'Maharatna' oil
PSU to get an interim head
in the absence of a regular
appointment. Gupta,
Director (Finance) at
BPCL, succeeds Arun
Kumar Singh, who super-
annuated on October 31, a
company statement said.

Government headhunter
Public Enterprises
Selection Board (PESB)

had in March this year ad-
vertised for the post of
chairman and managing
director of BPCL to look for
a successor for Singh.

The applications for the
job closed on June 1 but
PESB is yet to recommend
a candidate, necessitating
the appointment of an in-
terim head. Singh retired
after serving as chairman
and managing director of
BPCL for 13 months. His
successor, Gupta, 51, is the
senior most director on the
company board and has
thus been given the addi-
tional charge. He will su-
perannuate in June 2031.

After ONGC, BPCL gets
interim head in absence
of regular appointment

B
ollywood actress Huma
Qureshi, who will soon be
seen in the upcoming

streaming movie 'Monica, O My
Darling', has said that no actress
should attempt to dance to the
tune of the iconic song 'Piya Tu
Ab Toh Aa Jaa' as a mark of
respect for veteran dancer-
actress Helen.
The actress was speaking at the
trailer launch of 'Monica, O My
Darling' in Mumbai. In the trail-
er, the audience can hear 'Piya
Tu Ab Toh Aa Jaa' playing in the
background as it flawlessly ties
the events in the trailer as it
slowly gives way to the title
'Monica, O My Darling', which is
an expression taken from the
track. When asked about the
usage of the retro song in the
film and the legalities involved,
Huma said that the film's team
had already sorted out the nec-
essary legal proceedings.
She further mentioned that since
it's a special track and carries

the massive weight of the histo-
ry of mainstream Hindi cinema
no actress should attempt to
dance to the song for the cam-
era as it solely belongs to Helen
(screen writer Salim Khan's wife
and Salman Khan's stepmother).
"Not just me but no other
actress should attempt the song
for the camera as it's an iconic
track belonging to Helen ji and
we must give due respect to her
craft and her performance in the
song which has swayed genera-
tions." The track in question was
composed by music director R.D.
Burman for the film 'Caravan'
which was directed by
Bollywood superstar Aamir
Khan's uncle, Nasir Hussain.
Speaking of 'Monica, O My
Darling', the film, produced by
Sarita Patil, Sanjay Routray,
Dikssha Jyote Routray and Vishal
Bajaj under the banner of
Matchbox Shots, is dropping
exclusively on Netflix on
November 11.

ACROSS

1. Frequently

6. Folding beds

10. Pound sounds

14. 747, e.g.

15. Fail to include

16. Perform alone

17. Portrayals

18. Put money in a bank

20. Right you ____!

21. Now and ____

23. Rents

24. Bother

26. Made haste

28. Poetic contraction

30. Former (hyph.)

35. Destiny

38. For fear that

40. Sped

41. Got it! (2 wds.)

42. Stairs

44. Tractor-trailer

45. Raises children

47. Depart

48. Horse's gait

49. Fire ____ (fire chief)

51. Relieve

53. She, in Bordeaux

55. Scoundrel

59. Small hound

63. Legendary story

65. George Gershwin's brother

66. Lack of knowledge

68. Garret

70. Athletic group

71. Whirl

72. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"

73. Border

74. Trickle

75. Totaled

DOWN

1. Actress ____ Winfrey

2. ____ and fauna

3. Yarns

4. Wind direction (abbr.)

5. Snuggle

6. ZIP ____

7. Prophetic signs

8. Waiter's reward

9. Obtained illegally

10. Vietnam's continent

11. Decomposes

12. Run for it

13. Repairs lawns

19. Hebrew feast

22. Shoe parts

25. Expresses scorn

27. Savory pastry (2 wds.)
29. Relate again
31. Sips
32. Bakery employee
33. Office message
34. Correct copy
35. Unyielding
36. On a cruise
37. Eye drop
39. Male or female
43. Begin
46. Transparent
50. Communion tables
52. Largest desert
54. Roast host
56. Used footnotes
57. Get up
58. Fastened shoestrings
59. Nip
60. Old
61. Obstacle
62. Indefinite number
64. Sharp bark
67. Born
69. Turner or Koppel
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You could feel extremely passionate
today, Aquarius. You might want to con-
nect with a love partner but be prevented
by circumstances. You might be attracted
to racier novels or movies. Repressed
anger could bubble up from your subcon-
scious and seek an outlet. This is a great
day to channel that anger into some artis-
tic activity. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Electrical or plumbing problems with your
house might come up. Call a professional,
Pisces. Don't try to fix it yourself, because
you could make it worse. Friends might
want to visit but tell them to wait until
another day. Discussions could quickly dete-
riorate into arguments today. This is a great
day to work quietly alone on whatever inter-
ests you the most.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Stay close to home today, Aries. Spending
too much time in the car could lead to
stress or, in extreme cases, minor acci-
dents. On the job, this could turn out to be
one of those days. Avoid office politics and
stay out of arguments. Try to sequester
yourself and do your work alone. Days like
this are best used to take care of your
affairs quickly and efficiently.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Money matters might take a turn for the
worse today. Don't fly off the handle
because of this, Taurus. Use every bit of
financial savvy you have to put things
straight. Try to remain calm and collected
when dealing with stubborn people. Don't
be drawn into arguments. You will be able
to pull everything together again, but only
by your ingenuity. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Gemini, check your house to make cer-
tain everything is in working order.
There are indications that small haz-
ards could exist that need correcting.
Tension might run high among family
members, and quarrels could result.
Don't waste time trying to mediate.
They will have to work it out for them-
selves. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Short visits in your neighborhood could
catapult you into some negative situa-
tions, Cancer. It's best to stay close to
home if you can. An angry letter or call
could put you in a shaky mood. This isn't a
day to socialize. Days like this are best
spent keeping to yourself and throwing
your energy into taking care of whatever
you're working on.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might be a bit worried about your
financial affairs, Leo. A past mistake could
have led to some rather upsetting conse-
quences. Now you need to harness every bit
of skill you have in order to set things
straight. Your knowledge of modern tech-
nology could help. A friend might try to pick
a quarrel with you, but it's best to stay cool,
neutral, and out of the discussion.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your physical energy is very high today,
Virgo. You're likely to want to get out and
exercise, perhaps jog through the park or
attend a virtual aerobics class. Be careful!
You might not be as fit as you think and try-
ing too hard could cause minor injuries.
Someone you know professionally might not
be in a great mood. You could get swept up
in their anger. Try to stay out of it.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Uncertainty about spiritual matters and
doubt about your insights might have you
down in the dumps today. Don't try to
force any solutions - it won't work. This
isn't a good day to be out and about,
because travel of any kind could pose
problems. This is also a bad day to plan or
start a vacation. Stay close to home and
take care of practicalities, Libra. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If a friend or acquaintance gives you
advice about money or investments
today, don't take it. To follow this
unknowledgeable person's lead might
prove to be disastrous. Participation in
group activities also isn't advisable.
They could get out of hand, and you
could find end up in the middle of an
angry crowd. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Gossip and bad feelings among co-work-
ers or in a group could occur today, and
there might be some political shenanigans
that it would be in your best interests to
avoid. This isn't a good day to go to lunch
with co-workers. Get away by yourself.
Don't believe anything you hear. Chances
are it isn't true. Keep to yourself and don't
offer any opinions, Sagittarius. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Too much running around might have you
feeling exhausted and under the weather
today, Capricorn. You may have been exer-
cising a little too much. Therefore, this is a
good day to avoid exercise and get some
rest. Don't push yourself too hard! This
isn't a good day to plan or start a vacation.
Wait a few days, as trips planned at this
time could be fraught with glitches.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'B
igg Boss 14' fame
Jasmin Bhasin
shared her view on

honeymoon and said that
for most people, it is about
the place they are travelling
to, but for her, it is more
about the accompanying
person. She is seen in the
film 'Honeymoon' opposite
Gippy Grewal. The 32-year-
old actress is quite famous
for her role in 'Tashan-e-
Ishq' and 'Dil Se Dil Tak'.
She was initially seen in
South movies including
Tamil film 'Vaanam',
Telugu films 'Veta' and oth-
ers. Jasmin often makes
headlines for her relation-
ship with Aly Goni post
their stint in 'Bigg Boss 14'.

While talking about the
film and what 'Honeymoon'
is means to her, she said:
"People always talk about a
fancy destination or a long
blissful holiday when it
comes to the term
'Honeymoon'. Personally
for me, when it comes to a
honeymoon it's not the des-
tination but the person
you're with that matters."
Directed by Amarpreet
Chhabra, 'Honeymoon' is
about a young couple that
decides to go for a honey-
moon but the story takes a
hilarious and interesting
turn when their family
joins them as they are un-
aware of its literal mean-
ing. Directed by Amarpreet
G. S. Chhabra, the Punjabi
film stars Gippy Grewal
and Jasmin Bhasin as lead
actors. The movie is writ-
ten by Naresh Kathooria.
The music is given by B.
Praak and it is produced by
T-Series Films and Baweja
Studios Production.

Jasmin Bhasin:
Honeymoon 

is more about 
the person than

destination
A

fter a brilliant
first season that
fired up India's

business growth engine
and changed the way
India looks at entrepre-
neurship, the Indian
adaptation of the World’s
No.1 Business Reality
format is coming back
with the second season of
Shark Tank India,
brought by Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and Sony LIV.
Shark Tank India will
once again provide a
platform for business as-
pirants to chase their en-
trepreneurial dream
with their business ideas
to experienced investors
& business experts a.k.a
The Sharks.

As the promo suggests,
Shark Tank India season
1 gave the audience a
fresh perspective on
their own businesses
along with a whole lot of
entrepreneurial vocabu-
laries like equity, valua-
tion, shares, and what-
not! The season was the
talk of the town with
some innovative startups

and attractive invest-
ments. The promo is di-
rected by Abhinav
Pratiman and produced
by Early Man Films. It’s
written by Tanmay Bhat,
Devaiah Bopanna,
Puneet Chadha, and
Deep Joshi.

Geared up to invest in
potential businesses this
season, are sharks of sea-
son 1  - Anupam Mittal
(Founder and CEO of
Shaadi.com – People
Group), Aman Gupta

(Co-Founder and CMO of
boAt), Namita Thapar
(Executive Director of
E m c u r e
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ) ,
Vineeta Singh (Co-
Founder and CEO of
SUGAR Cosmetics),
Peyush Bansal (Founder
& CEO of Lenskart.com),
along with new shark -
Amit Jain CEO and Co-
founder – CarDekho
G r o u p ,
InsuranceDekho.com.
The show will be hosted

by the extremely talented
stand-up comedian
Rahul Dua, who will add
the tickle to the complex
business discussions.

So, fasten your seat-
belts and get ready to hop
on the Shark Tank India
2 train, and witness fer-
tile Indian brains crop-
ping up innovative busi-
ness ideas.

Shark Tank India 2
will stream soon on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and Sony LIV!

Meet the Sharks of ‘Shark Tank India 2’

No actress should attempt
dancing to ‘Piya Tu Ab Toh

Aa Jaa’, says Huma

T
he immensely popu-
lar show on Indian
television, &TV’s Ek

Mahanayak – Dr B. R.
Ambedkar, continues to be
the audience’s favourite
for its compelling story-
line and strong characters.
Speaking of fans, recently,
the cast and crew were in
for a surprise when
Padma Shri awardee
Bimal Kumar, known for
his remarkable work as a
social worker, visited the
show's set in Mumbai.
Bimal Kumar has been an
avid follower of the show
since its inception in Dec
2019.

This is what Padma Shri
Bimal Kumar had to say
about his recent visit to
the show’s sets. “Being a
social worker and an art
lover, Ek Mahanayak – Dr

B.R. Ambedkar captured
my attention from day one.
What stands out about the
show are its characters, di-
alogues, screenplay,
scenes, and most impor-
tantly, its storyline, which
narrates the life story of
Babasaheb, one of India’s

greatest social reformers.
The writer of the show is
doing a fabulous job. It
continues to be one of my
favourite shows on Indian
television. I never miss an
episode, and my entire
family watches it fervently.
I wanted to meet the cast

and congratulate the en-
tire team in person for a
long time. I was given a
warm welcome and shown
around the sets. It was
wonderful interacting
with the actors, who nar-
rated their journey on the
show to me and even
thanked me for my love
and support. I want to
thank Bhimrao (Atharva),
Ramji Sakpal (Jagganath
Nivangune), Ramabai
(Narayani Mahesh Varne),
along with the rest of the
cast and the show's direc-
tor, who truly made me
feel at home and spent con-
siderable time with me. I
convey my best wishes to
the entire team.”

Watch Ek Mahanayak -
Dr B.R. Ambedkar airing
every Monday to Friday at
8:30 pm only on &TV!

Bimal Kumar  praises the cast of
‘Ek Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar’

A
ctress Ananya Panday
chanelled her inner
Kareena Kapoor Khan for

inspiration and dressed up as Poo,
the popular character from Karan
Johar's 'Kabhi Khushi Kabhi
Gham' for a Halloween party.

The 'Liger' actress shared a clip
on Instagram mouthing dialogues
from the iconic film, recreating
scenes of Poo. In the video, Ananya
wore a pink top with a short skirt
paired with a pink jacket and a fur
scarf wrapped around her neck.
The 'Liger' actress went on to
mouth dialogues like: "Tumhara

koi haq nahi banta ki tum itni sun-
dar lago. Not fair," among many
other dialogues. Ananya captioned
the image: "It's my birthday today
and it's Halloween tomorrow so ob-
viously I had to dress as my all time
favourite POO! Obviously not even
a patch on @kareenakapoorkhan
I'm just a fan having a gala time
don't shout at me @karanjohar
@spacemuffin27 @stacygomes
@kajal._komal killed it." On the
acting front, Ananya will be seen in
'Kho Gaye Hum Kahan' and
Ayushmann Khurrana's 'Dream
Girl 2'.

Ananya Panday turns Poo from
‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham’ 

for Halloween party
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Brisbane, Nov 01 (PTI):

Captain Jos Buttler led
by example with a scintil-
lating knock before his
bowlers held their nerves
and powered England to a
crucial 20-run win against
New Zealand in the T20
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

As far as New Zealand
were concerned, Glenn
Phillips continued his red-
hot form to smash a fiery
half-century, but that was
not enough as England
kept their semi-final hopes
alive in the competition.

England rode on a solid
start by Alex Hales (52; 40
balls) and Buttler (73; 47
balls) to post 179 for six.
The openers added 81 runs
in 62 balls after England
opted to bat. In reply, New
Zealand ended at 159 for
six.

The win took England
past defending champions
Australia to second spot.

On a surface that aided a
bit of spin, Phillips (62;
36b; 4x4, 3x6) took on
England leg-spinner Adil
Rashid, smashing him for
two successive sixes as
New Zealand needed 54
runs from the last four
overs.

But the English pace at-
tack made a strong come-
back. Mark Wood (3-0-25-1)
was superb at the back-

end before Sam Curran
(2/34) and Chris Woakes
(2/34) restricted New
Zealand.

Curran took the prized
scalp of Phillips in the
18th over, almost sealing
the game in his team's
favour.

It was the first defeat for
the Group 1 leaders after
four matches, and they
will face Ireland in their
final Super 12 league fix-
ture on Friday.

A rain-marred loss to
Ireland, followed by a
washout against
Australia had left
Buttler's side in a spot of
bother.

England now have to go
past Sri Lanka in their con-
cluding group match on
Saturday to make the last-
four. Coming off a scorch-
ing century against Sri
Lanka, Phillips made
England pay for a dropped
chance as the Kiwi No. 4
cruised to a 25-ball half-cen-
tury in their chase of 180.

Buttler, Curran fire as England
ignite World Cup campaign

EEnnggllaanndd:: 179 for 6 in 20
overs (Jos Buttler 73, Alex
Hales 52; Lockie Ferguson
2/45, Ish Sodhi 1/23)
NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd:: 159 for 6 in 20
overs (Glenn Phillips 62,
Kane Williamson 40; Sam
Curran 2/26 Chris Woakes
2/33).

Brief scores

England’s Captain Jos Buttler plays a shot for four runs.

Brisbane, Nov 01 (PTI):

Wanindu Hasaranga led
an inspired bowling effort
before Dhananjaya de
Silva hit a fine fifty as Sri
Lanka kept their semifi-
nals hopes alive with a six-
wicket win over
Afghanistan in the T20
World Cup here on
Tuesday.

Mystery spinner
Hasaranga (3/13) and
pacer Lahiru Kumara
(2/30) shared five wickets
among themselves to re-
strict Afghanistan to 144
for 8.

Dhananjaya then took
control of the Sri Lankan
innings with a strokeful
unbeaten 66 off 42 balls as
the reigning Asia Cup
champions crossed the
line with nine balls to
spare. With the win, Sri
Lanka climb up to the
third spot in group 1.
Afghanistan, on the other
hand, dropped out of semi-
final contention.

Defending a modest
total, Sri Lanka started off
well but Mujeeb ur
Rahman (2/24) produced a
leading edge to mark the
end of Pathum Nissanka
(10) putting the Sri
Lankans under pressure.
Fazalhaq Farooqi (1/22)
bowled a maiden in the fol-
lowing over to tighten the
screws.

However, Kusal Mendis

(25) hit back-to-back
boundaries in the next
over, both over midwicket
as Sri Lanka dallied to 28
for 1 in the Powerplay.

Rashid Khan (2/31)
struck in his first over as
Mendis went for a premed-
itated sweep but top-edged
for the keeper to catch it.

While the Afghans tried
to build pressure by bowl-
ing dots, Sri Lanka contin-
ued to score at a healthy
rate, milking boundaries
and sixes every now and
then.

Rashid's second over
went for 14 runs as de
Silva hit a four down fine
leg before slogsweeping
the star spinner over deep
mid-wicket for a six.

Dhananjaya continued
the onslaught with a six
off Mohammad Nabi in
the next over to keep the
required run rate within
seven. Together with
Charith Asalanka (19),
Dhananjaya stitched a 54-
run stand followed by a 42-
run partnership with
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (18) to
take Sri Lanka to victory.

Hasaranga, Dhananjaya,
keep SL’s campaign alive

AAffgghhaanniissttaann:: 144/8 in 20
overs (Gurbaz 28, Ghani 27;
Kumara 2/30, Hasaranga
3/13).
SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 148/4 in 18.3
overs (Dhananjaya de Silva
66 not out; Mujeeb 2/24).

Brief scores

Sri Lanka's Hasaranga de Silva (L) shouts an Leg-Before-Wicket
(LBW) appeal against Afghanistan's Ibrahim Zadran (R) during the
ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka at The Gabba on November 1 in Brisbane.

Adelaide, Nov 01 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant's flair and
chutzpah at the top might
be in demand but India
could still persist with an
out-of-form KL Rahul
when it takes on a rela-
tively weaker Bangladesh
in the T20 World Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Matches against
Bangladesh across for-
mats are always like a
proverbial banana peel
where slipping remains a
possibility but India
would certainly start
favourite in their penulti-
mate Super 12 match.

The rude jolt the famed
Indian batting line-up got
on the paciest of tracks in
Perth would have left the
coaching staff, especially
coach Rahul Dravid, pon-
dering a few points.

The 22 runs in three

matches with flop show
against big teams like
Pakistan and South
Africa has once again
raised questions about KL
Rahul's big-match tem-
perament and technique
against quality attacks.

However, KL Rahul
might continue as opener
as Dravid has unshake-
able faith in the fellow
Bengaluru player's ability.
Bangladesh, not the most
decorated of T20 sides in
this competition due to
their mediocre bowling at-
tack, might just be the
ideal opposition for Rahul
to gain some form.

The attack comprising
Mustafizur Rahaman,
Taskin Ahmed, Mehidy
Hasan Miraj, skipper
Shakib al Hasan and
Hasan Mahmud is decent
but certainly not world
class by any standards.

Suryakumar Yadav and
Virat Kohli have already
played brilliant knocks
while Rohit Sharma
looked good in his fifty
against the Netherlands.

However, Pant's exclu-
sion from the playing XI is
pretty baffling as he and
Suryakumar Yadav bring
that x-factor in the batting
line-up.

Dinesh Karthik's back
spasms issue might just
be a blessing in disguise
for the Indian team. It
may open up the opportu-
nity for Pant's inclusion
in the playing XI for the
Bangladesh game.

Bangladesh have four
left-handers in their bat-
ting line-up, including
skipper Shakib, openers
Soumya Sarkar and
Najmul Hossain Shanto
and middle-order batter
Afif Hossain Dhrubo and
it will be interesting to see
if India continue with
Ravichandran Ashwin,
who was mauled by David
Miller in the previous
game, or play Axar Patel.

India's attack may not
struggle much in dealing
with Bangladesh as the
troika of Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Arshdeep Singh
and Mohammed Shami
holds a distinct edge over
rival side's batting line-up.

Despite facing min-
nows, Shakib's batters
have struggled on bowler-
friendly Australian pitch-
es. After three games,
opener Shanto is the only
batter to have aggregated
more than 100 runs and
that too at a strike-rate of
125 which isn't commend-
able at all for an opener.
The second highest run
getter is Afif, the middle-
order enforcer. A lot will
depend on how Afif and
Mosaddek Hossain bat to-
wards the back-end but
against an Indian attack
of this quality, they will
be under pressure. The
team that opts to bowl
first might make the best
use of the famous
Adelaide evening twilight
when the ball swings a
wee bit more than usual.

India brace themselves
for Bangladesh with 

an eye on semis
Match Starts 1:30 pm IST.

India's Virat Kohli (R) and KL Rahul attend a net practice session
with teammates ahead of the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between India and Bangladesh at the
Adelaide Oval on November 1,  in Adelaide.

Paris, Nov 01 (AP):

Lionel Messi is back in
supreme form, just in
time for the World Cup.
With 12 goals in his last 10
games for his club and his
country, the Argentina
forward is delivering his
best run of performances
since joining Paris Saint-
Germain after an emo-
tional departure from
Barcelona in the off-sea-
son of 2021.

The stats speak for
themselves: Seven goals
in the French league,
more than he had in his
entire first season at PSG;
four goals in four games
in the Champions League;
nine goals in his last three
games for Argentina, in-
cluding all five in a rout of
Estonia in June. His latest
in PSG's 4-3 win over
Troyes on Saturday was
just classic Messi.

Drifting deeper and
away from defenders as
his teammates passed the
ball around, Messi some-
how created space for
himself outside the penal-

ty area. Looking over his
shoulder before the ball
arrived at his feet, he
knew he had time to take
one touch then nudge it
forward before unleash-
ing a fierce, low drive
from 25 meters (yards)
into the corner. Messi cel-
ebrated with a big fist
pump. It's not just the
sheer weight of goals or
even assists he has a com-
petition-high nine in the
French league and three
more in the Champions
League that is reviving
memories of Messi in his
Barcelona prime. It's the
style he is doing it in. And
with a smile on his face,
too. Messi is enjoying his
soccer again, having re-
cently acknowledged that
last season his first in
France was "bad" while
he adapted to a new club
after 21 years at
Barcelona and all the
emotions that came with
leaving his home of two
decades.

"I arrived with a differ-
ent mindset," Messi said
in September about his

return to PSG ahead of
this season, "more adapt-
ed to the club, to the lock-
er room, to the game, to
my teammates."

The World Cup certain-
ly focuses the mind.
Especially when, as is
surely the case with
Messi, it's your last one
and it's the tournament
that, to some, could define
your legacy.

The 35-year-old Messi is
also in a good place with
Argentina, the focal point
of a well-balanced team
assembled by coach
Lionel Scaloni that has
gone 35 games without de-
feat. That run takes in a
title-winning campaign in
last year's Copa America
Argentina's first major
title in 28 years and a 3-0
victory over Italy in the
Finalissima on June 1.
Messi didn't score that
day against Italy at
Wembley Stadium but he
ran the game. A few days
later, he produced that
five-goal showing against
Estonia. It was a sign
Messi was back.

WORLD CUP WATCH: Messi back in supreme form ahead of Qatar

Adelaide, Nov 01 (PTI):

Shakib Al Hasan has
no qualms in admitting
that Bangladesh are not
title contenders in the
T20 World Cup and a win
against India will be con-
sidered an upset. Both
Bangladesh and India are
on four points from three
games.

"We haven't come here
to win the World Cup, but
India have. If we win to-
morrow, it will be an
upset victory. India are
favourites tomorrow,"
Shakib told reporters on
the eve of the game. The
cold conditions in
Adelaide does create a
problem but the key will
be adaptability.

"It is a little difficult.
Hobart was very cold and
here it's cold. It is diffi-
cult to adjust to this cold
but most players have at
some point played here.
You can't change the
weather but we have to
manage it," he said.

While Shakib had no
hesitation in calling
Suryakumar Yadav
India's No. 1 batter in

T20Is over the past year
but he believed
Bangladesh will need to
concentrate on each and
every Indian batter. "If
you aren't good, you
won't be playing World
Cup for India. It is a phe-
nomenal batting order,"
he said. Shakib didn't
spell out his plans for the
match.

"We will have our plans
in place, but not necessar-
ily, those solutions will
work. All eleven players
are capable and we have
to do with resources that
we have," said the skip-
per, whose team till date
has lost 10 T20Is to the
neighbouring nation.

India have come to win
Cup, we haven’t: Shakib

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

Mithali Raj has predicted an
India-New Zealand final in the
ongoing T20 World Cup. The
former India captain's semifi-
nalists include South Africa and
either England or defending
champions Australia.
"My predictions for semi-final
spot, that is four spots will be
India and South Africa from
Group 2. From Group 1, it will be
New Zealand and a toss-up
between England and Australia.
And the finalists, there is no
doubt, India has to be there,
and New Zealand," she told Star
Sports. Mithali, who retired
from international cricket after
a glittering career, made her
commentary debut with the
India-South Africa clash on
Sunday. With two wins in three
games, India are placed second
in Group 2 behind South Africa.
The final will be played at the
MCG on November 13.

Mithali predicts
India-New

Zealand final in
T20 World Cup

Paris, Nov 01 (AP):

Taylor Fritz of the
United States stayed in con-
tention for one of the two
remaining ATP Finals
spots by beating Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina of
Spain 7-5, 6-2 in the first
round of the Paris Masters.

The ninth-seeded Fritz
rallied from a 4-2 deficit in
the opening set and took the
second by winning the last

four games. Davidovich
Fokina made 24 unforced
errors to just nine for Fritz.

Carlos Alcaraz, Rafael
Nadal, Stefanos Tsitsipas,
Casper Ruud, Daniil
Medvedev and Novak
Djokovic have already qual-
ified for the ATP Finals.

Fritz, Felix Auger-
Aliassime, Andrey Rublev
and Hubert Hurkacz are in
the running to round out
the eight-player field.

"It's been the best season
ever," Fritz said. "No pres-
sure. I'm just trying to have
the best result I possibly
can. I played well here last
year, so I don't see why I
can't do it again this year."

Fritz has won titles in
Tokyo, Eastbourne and
Indian Wells this season. He
lost to eventual champion
Djokovic in the Paris
Masters quarterfinals last
year.

No. 13 Matteo Berrettini
withdrew because of a left
foot injury and was re-
placed by lucky loser Fabio
Fognini in the main draw.

Fritz wins in Paris
to remain in hunt
for ATP Finals spot
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People feed migratory birds from a boat on the Yamuna river during sunrise, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Kolkata, Nov 01 (PTI):

Eastern Army
Commander Lt General R
P Kalita on Tuesday said
civil-military cooperation
has helped accelerate in-
frastructure in the north-
east, where India shares
borders with five coun-
tries. Noting that infra-
structural development is
taking place in the north-
eastern states, he said
such activities constitute
two categories - certain
things which are confiden-
tial in nature, and basic in-
frastructure which can be
used by all. “As of now, we
have reached a very good
stage as far as synergy and
civil-military fusion is

concerned... towards infra-
structure development,”
he said while speaking to
media persons after a
wreath-laying ceremony at
the Eastern Command
headquarters here on its

Raising Day. Lt Gen Kalita,
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Command, said
that various agencies are
involved in infrastructure
development in the north-

east region. “In addition to
whatever the Ministry of
Defence develops, we have
the Ministry of Home
Affairs because of the bor-
der guarding forces, and
the state governments
which come out with vari-
ous projects and propos-
als,” he said.

Apart from these, infra-
structure development in
the NE region is driven by
the North Eastern Council
(NEC), which is part of the
Doner (Development of
North Eastern Region)
ministry, Kalita said. They
together decide what
should be the priority in
projects that are being
driven by various agen-
cies.

‘Civil-military cooperation has
helped push NE infra building’

GOC-in-C of Eastern Command Lt. General RP Kalita lays a
wreath at Vijay Smarak on the occasion of Raising Day of
Headquarters Eastern Command, in Kolkata, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on Tuesday
pitched for better connec-
tivity in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) region, but at the
same time underlined that
such projects should re-
spect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of
member states.

In an address at a virtu-
al meeting of SCO Council
of Heads of Government
(CHG), Jaishankar said
the Chabahar port and the
International North South
Transport Corridor could
become enablers for con-
nectivity in the region.

“Represented India at
the meeting of SCO
Council of Heads of
Government which has

just concluded.
Underlined that we need
better connectivity in the
SCO region built on cen-
trality of interests of
Central Asian states,” he
tweeted.

The external affairs
minister said “connectivi-
ty projects should respect
the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of member
states and respect interna-
tional law”. His remarks
are seen as a reference to
China’s Belt and Road ini-
tiative.

“Our total trade with
SCO Members is only 141
billion, which has poten-
tial to increase manifold.
Fair market access is to
our mutual benefit and
only way to move for-
ward,” Jaishankar said.

EAM pitches for better 
connectivity in SCO region

Mumbai, Nov 01 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment will issue a white
paper in the next 30 days
on some mega projects
going out of the state and
if any steps were taken by
the previous MVA govern-
ment to retain them,
Industries Minister Uday
Samant said here on
Tuesday.

The Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis gov-
ernment is under fire from
the Opposition which has
accused the ruling dispen-
sation of failing to retain
big-ticket Vedanta-
Foxconn and Tata-Airbus
projects in the state. Both
projects chose Gujarat
over Maharashtra to set

up their units. The state
government had alleged
that the projects went out
of Maharashtra due to in-
action by the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment.

“The Maharashtra in-
dustries department will
bring out a white paper in
the next 30 days which will
focus on why mega invest-
ment projects like
Vedanta-Foxconn, Tata-
Airbus among others went
to other states. What steps
were taken by the previous
government to keep these
projects in Maharashtra?”
Samant told reporters.

He said the white paper
will throw light on all the
facts. “Some people are de-
liberately spreading lies

about these projects. It will
be clear once and for all
after the white paper will
be issued,” he said.

A white paper is an in-
formational document
that highlights the fea-
tures of a solution, prod-
uct, or service.

Amid a row over the
projects, Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had
said that officials of the
Tata-Airbus consortium
had last year rued the
“lack of conducive” at-
mosphere in the state, a
claim refuted by former
minister Aaditya
Thackeray who hinted at
the Centre’s hand in
Gujarat landing the proj-
ect.

Maha govt to bring white paper on
mega projects going to other states

New Delhi, Nov 01 (PTI):
The Delhi government on
Tuesday issued a notice to
stop work at the BJP head-
quarters here and im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
on private firm Larsen &
Toubro Ltd for violating

the ban on construction
and demolition work im-
posed in view of worsen-
ing air quality in the city,
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said on Tuesday.

Officials said the minis-
ter noticed construction

work at the BJP headquar-
ters on Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg while he
was returning after in-
specting a construction
site of the Unique
Identification Authority of
India.

“The workers said the
work concerned the BJP’s
national headquarters. It
is a complete violation of
CAQM’s orders. We have
issued an order to stop
work at the site and im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
on the construction
agency L&T,” Rai told re-
porters.

‘Order issued to stop 
construction work at BJP HQ’

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai at the site after a
fine of Rs 5 lakh was imposed on construction agency
Larsen & Toubro Ltd for allegedly violating the ban on
construction and demolition work imposed because of
worsening air quality in the city, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

 Agency fined
Rs 5 lakh


