
Announce
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Election
Commission is likely to
announce schedule for
the Gujarat Assembly
polls this week. Citing
convention followed in
2017, the poll panel had
not announced the
Gujarat poll schedule
when it came out with
Himachal Pradesh elec-
tion dates earlier this
month. While election in
HP will be held in a single
phase on November 12,
the counting will take
place on December 8.

Praise 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday praised Odia
woman Kunni Deori who
has made solar energy a
medium of employment
for herself and others. In
his monthly radio pro-
gramme Mann Ki Baat,
Modi also hailed the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Bhubaneswar, for devel-
oping a battery-operated
portable ventilator for
newborn babies, that can
be used in remote areas.

Hire 
JJaammmmuu:: Jammu and
Kashmir Police has invited
bids from registered avia-
tion companies for renting
helicopters to ensure faster
mobility of its force, offi-
cials said on Sunday. Flight
operations are required for
carrying police officers and
central armed paramilitary
force (CAPF) officials in all
sectors of J-K, as well as
for other emergent pur-
pose, they said.

Shop fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 40-year-old
man was charred to death
after a fire broke out at
his shop in west Delhi's
Baba Haridas Nagar area
in the early hours of
Sunday, police said.
Information about the fire
was received at around
2.20 am, they said. 

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 26-year-old
woman allegedly hanged
herself in Delhi's
Sultanpuri area, with her
family members alleging
that she was killed over
dowry, police said on
Sunday. A case was regis-
tered against the woman's
husband Rajesh and he has
been arrested, a senior
police officer said.

Ban
NNooiiddaa:: Noida Police on
Sunday banned use of
drones by any individual
or organisation till
November 2 in view of
President Droupadi
Murmu and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's proposed
visit to the city, an official
statement said. "The pro-
gramme of seventh edi-
tion of the India Water
Week is proposed in
Gautam Buddh Nagar on
November 1 in which the
president is proposed to
participate while the UP
chief minister is also
scheduled to visit on
October 30 or 31," the
statement read.
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A devotee performs rituals of
Chhath Puja festival in Tawi river

in Jammu, Sunday.
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Vadodara, Oct 30 (PTI): 

India will now become a
major producer of trans-
port aircraft, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday after laying
the foundation stone of a
manufacturing facility for
European C-295 medium
transport plane for the
Indian Air Force.

The prime minister said
India has become a major
manufacturing hub and a
new saga of economic re-
forms is being written in the
country as his government's
policies are "stable, pre-
dictable and futuristic".
"Today, India is working
with a new mindset and
new work culture," he said
in his address at the ceremo-

ny in this city in Gujarat.
The prime minister said
India is going to become a
major producer of trans-
port aircraft and that he
could see the day when big
commercial planes would
be made in the country. He

said India, with its 'Make-in-
India' and 'Make-for-World'
approach, is enhancing its
strength further and that
the country has emerged as
a major manufacturing hub
globally. The prime minis-
ter said the manufacturing

of C295 aircraft in
Vadodara will not only give
strength to the military but
it will also create an aero-
space ecosystem.

Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India U
U Lalit on Sunday advised
students passing out of law
schools to keep their minds
open to every suggestion
and to have compassion for
mankind and society.

Delivering his address at
the 14th convocation of
West Bengal National
University of Juridical
Sciences (WBNUJS), of
which he is the chancellor,
the CJI said that capacity
building of a person never
stops and one continues to
learn till death.

"Keep your mind open to
every suggestion, that's
where you will be drawing
great inspiration," Justice
Lalit told the graduates.

He exhorted them to con-
tinue to study and add di-
mensions to their personal-
ity. Attributes of capacity
building in different

spheres and compassion
for mankind will never fail

a person in finding a solu-
tion to any problem, the
CJI said. As a lawyer, one
never ceases to be a student
of law, he said adding that
as a professional, as an aca-
demician and as a judge,
one keeps learning every
passing day and year, but
the foundation is there in
law school.

Justice Lalit said that
after stepping out of the
walls of the university and
embracing the world, law
graduates should strive to
give back to society some-
thing greater than what
they have received.

Chief Justice of
Bangladesh, Justice Hasan
Foez Siddique, the guest of
honour at the convocation,
said in his address that the
graduates, who may choose
different professions from
law to civil service, should
do it with passion, dignity
and a sense of honour.

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, the chief guest at
the convocation, congratu-
lated the pass outs, terming
the day as historical for
them.

She said that lawyers
should come forward to en-
sure liberty and freedom of
speech.

Professor Subhasis
Chaudhuri, director,
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bombay,
delivered the convocation
address. WBNUJS Vice-
Chancellor Nirmal Kanti
Chakrabarti said that 400
students got their degrees,
of whom 270 were present.

About 80 students are
medal winners, he said,
adding that among the re-
cipients of degrees are
PhD (Doctorate of
Philosophy), LLM (Master
of Laws) and BA LLB
(Hons.).

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

As India eyes setting up
its own space station by
2035, the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) has proposed to the
industry to collaborate
with it in developing a
reusable rocket capable of
carrying heavier payloads
into orbit.

Dubbed as the Next-
Generation Launch Vehicle
(NGLV), ISRO Chairman S
Somanath said the space
agency was working on the
design of the rocket and
would like the industry to
collaborate with it in the
development.

"The intent is to bring in-
dustry along in the develop-
ment process. All the
money need not be invested
by us. We want the industry
to invest to create this rock-
et for all of us," Somanath
told PTI here. He said the

rocket is planned to carry a
10 tonne payload in the
Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO) or 20 tonnes to
the low earth orbit.

Another ISRO official
said the new rocket would
be helpful as India plans to
have its own space station
by 2035 and was also eyeing
deep space missions,
human space flights, cargo
missions and putting multi-
ple communication satel-
lites into orbit at the same
time. The NGLV is envi-
sioned as a simple, robust
machine designed for bulk
manufacturing that will
make space transportation
more cost effective.

Somanath said the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV), ISRO's warhorse
rocket, was based on the
technology developed in the
1980's and cannot be used to
launch rockets in the fu-
ture. ISRO plans to have the

design of the NGLV ready
within a year and offer it to
the industry for production,
with the first launch tenta-
tively scheduled for 2030.
The NGLV could be a three-
stage rocket powered by
green fuel combinations
such as methane and liquid
oxygen or kerosene and liq-
uid oxygen. According to a
presentation made by
Somanath at a conference
earlier this month, the
NGLV could offer launch
costs of USD 1900 per kg of
payload in the reusable
form and USD 3,000 per kg
in the expendable format.

India's space economy
was pegged at USD 9.6 bil-
lion in 2020 and is expected
to touch USD 12.8 billion by
2025, according to the ISpA-
E&Y report titled
'Developing the Space
Ecosystem in India:
Focusing on Inclusive
Growth'.

Jammu, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Four people, including a
policeman, were killed
and six injured after land-
slides struck near the
under-construction Ratle
power project in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kishtwar
district on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

An operation to find and
rescue survivors trapped
under the debris has con-
cluded, they said.

Labourers were work-
ing on the construction of
a link road near the Ratle
power project site and a
JCB machine was digging
when a big boulder rolled
down, trapping the work-
ers, Kishtwar Deputy
Commissioner (DC)

Devansh Yadav told PTI.
As an operation team com-
prising six people rushed
to the spot to rescue those
trapped under the debris,
another landslide hit the
area, burying more people,
the officials said. Yadav
said a rescue operation
was launched immediate-

ly and six people, includ-
ing an assistant sub-in-
spector of police, were
pulled out from the debris
and taken to the hospital.

Four people, including a
policeman and the JCB op-
erator, were killed in the
incident. The JCB opera-
tor was identified as

Manoj Kumar, he said.
Earlier, Yadav had said
five people were trapped
under the debris.

Of the six injured, the
officials said, three were
rushed to the Government
Medical College in Doda,
two to the Thathri hospital
and one was sent to
Jammu.

Jitendra Singh, Union
minister and MP from
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur, said he spoke
to Yadav after receiving a
report on the landslide at
the Ratle power project
site. "The JCB driver un-
fortunately died on the
spot," he said.

"Further assistance, as
required, (is) being provid-
ed. I am in constant touch
with the district adminis-
tration," he said.

Coimbatore, Oct 30 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Sunday officially
commenced the probe into
a cylinder explosion in car
in which one person was
killed in front of a temple
in the city on October 23.

Led by NIA SP, Srijith, a
team of NIA officials went
to the spot and inspected
the area in the vicinity of
the temple and to collect
further evidence, police
said. They inquired about
the incident with the priest
of the Kottai Eswaran
Temple, Sundareshan, po-
lice said.

The team has plans to
visit the house of Jamesha

Mubin, the victim of the
explosion, a few metres
away from the spot. The
City Police who have inves-
tigated the case have hand-
ed over to NIA all the evi-
dence and documents with
regard to the explosion on
Saturday, days after the
Tamil Nadu government
decided to hand over the
probe to the premier inves-
tigation agency that probes
terror-related matters.

An office space has been
allotted to NIA on the prem-
ises of Armed Reserve at
the Police Recruits School
on Avanashi Road tem-
porarily. There are 7 offi-
cials led by by an Inspector
as the investigating officer,
police said.

Port Blair, Oct 30 (PTI): 

A homestay in Port
Blair's Dollygunj was
searched by the police on
Sunday as part of the in-
vestigation into the gang
rape of a 21-year-old
woman in which former
chief secretary of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Jitendra Narain is
an accused, officials said.

The gang rape survivor
accompanied members of
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT), formed to
probe the case, to the
homestay during the

search, they said. The SIT
along with a forensic team
and the survivor reached
the homestay around 12.30
pm for the search opera-
tion, they added. The room
where the woman was
taken to by the homestay's
owner was examined by
the investigators, officials
said. Besides Narain, the
homestay's owner, Labour
Commissioner RL Rishi
and a police inspector
were named in the police
case lodged in connection
with the gang rape.

The team was seen com-
ing out of the homestay
with envelopes. When ap-
proached by journalists,
the investigators refused
to make any comment.

‘Big step for India’
̈ PM launches 

Rs 22,000 crore 
plane project

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying
ceremony of C-295 transport aircraft manufacturing plant, in
Vadodara, Sunday.

CJI TO LAW GRADUATES

‘Have compassion for mankind’

Chief Justice of India Justice Uday
Umesh Lalit addresses the 14th
convocation ceremony of West
Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences (NUJS), in

Kolkata, Sunday. 

ISRO eyes next generation launch
vehicle for heavier payloads

ON FOOTSTEPS OF HUSBAND

Cadet Harveen Kahlon, whose husband Maj KPS Kahlon of 129 SATA Regt laid down
his life in the line of duty, with her son during the Passing Out Parade in Officers
Training Academy (OTA) Chennai. 

NIA begins probe in
to TN car explosion

Port Blair homestay
raided in gang rape case
̈ Involving 

ex-chief secy

Four killed in landslides 
̈ In J-K’s Kishtwar

Family members and relatives of a victim, who died after a 
landslide at Ratle Power Project site on Saturday, perform his last
rites, in Kishtwar district, Sunday.

Morbi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Known to be a British en-
gineering marvel, the 140-
year-old suspension cable
bridge in Gujarat’s Morbi
collapsed on Sunday. Close
to 400 people were on the
bridge at the time of the in-
cident and about 100 fell
into the river. There are no
casualties so far, while res-
cue operations are under-
way

The bridge, which was
recently reopened for pub-
lic after renovation, col-
lapsed as it could not bear
the weight of the people
standing on it, officials
said.

"Due to the bridge col-
lapse, several people fell
into the river. A rescue op-
eration is underway. There
are reports that several peo-
ple have suffered injuries.
They are being rushed to
hospitals," local MLA and
state minister Brijesh

Merja said. According to
eyewitnesses, there were
several women and chil-
dren on the hanging bridge
when it snapped. Videos

recorded by onlookers
showed many people hang-
ing onto the cables of the
bridge, while many in the
shallow parts of the river
were submerged in waist-
deep water. Others were
seen rescuing people who
had fallen into the river.

The famous suspension
bridge over the Machchhu
river near Mani Mandir
was reopened only five days
ago after being closed for
renovation for six months.
The bridge was renovated
at the cost of Rs 2 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

The Union Home
Ministry has sought urgent
strict action by law enforce-
ment agencies against
predatory lending apps as
harassment, blackmail and
harsh recovery practices by
such Chinese-controlled en-
tities have led to multiple in-
cidents of suicides. In a
communication to all states
and Union territories, the
home ministry said the
issue has caused a serious
impact on national security,
economy and citizen safety.

It said a large number of
complaints have been re-
ported across India related

to illegal digital lending
apps that provide short-
term loans or micro-credits
at exorbitant interest rates
with processing or hidden
charges, especially to vul-
nerable and low-income
group people. The lenders
use the borrowers' confiden-
tial personal data like con-
tacts, location, photos and
videos for blackmail and ha-
rassment. "Harsh recovery
practices followed by these
illegal lending apps have
claimed many lives across
India. "This issue has
caused a serious impact on
national security, economy
and citizen safety," the com-
munication said. The home

ministry said these illegal
lending apps that may not be
Regulated Entities (RE) by
the Reserve Bank of India
are using bulk SMS, digital
advertisement, chat messen-
gers and mobile app stores
on a massive scale.

The borrower has to pro-
vide mandatory access to
contacts, location, and
phone storage in order to
avail loans. "This data is mis-
used to harass and black-
mail the citizens using mor-
phed images and other abu-
sive practices by recovery
agents located in India as
well as overseas violating
RBI's Fair Practices Code,"
the states and UTs were told.

CENTRE TO STATES, UTs

‘Take urgent action against
predatory Chinese lending apps’

Suspension bridge collapses,
about 100 fall in river

Taking cognizance of the
mishap, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke to
Gujarat chief minister
Bhupendra Patel and other
officials. He sought urgent
mobilisation of rescue teams
and directed that the situation
should be closely and continu-
ously monitored. The prime
minister has asked the CM to
extend all possible help to
those affected.

PM assures all help

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called on
global defence majors to
manufacture military hard-
ware in India for the world
after laying the foundation
stone of a facility here for
the production of European
C-295 military transport air-
craft. The prime minister
said the manufacturing
facility would help India
become a hub for produc-
tion of transport aircraft
and that he could envision
the day when big commer-
cial planes would be made
in the country bearing the
words 'Make-in-India'.

‘Make India 
manufacturing hub’

Chhath Puja Means, 
A Universal Appeal

C hhath Puja, a unique
festival, is celebrated

twice a year in the months
of Chaitra and Kartike. In
Kartike, it begins after six
days of Dipawali festival.
It is dedicated to Sun-God
and is celebrated in Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Nepal, and several parts of
India and abroad with full
devotion and dedication.
This festival continues for
four days with no priest to
chant the hymns and com-
plete the rituals. The first
day is known as Nahaiya
Khaiye (bathing and eat-
ing); the second day
Kharna; the third day
ladies mostly wear yellow
sarees, prepare food which
is later, offered to the Sun.
This goes without eating
and drinking anything as
a part of the 36 hours long
fast. The ladies take a dip
into the water and offer
fruits to the setting Sun.
The fourth and the last
day, people gather on the
banks of rivers during
sunrise and Prasad is of-
fered to the Rising Sun
and performing all rituals,
people break their fast by

eating Prasad.
As per the legends,

Chhath Puja stems from
the early Vedic Period
where sages would fast for
days and perform the puja
with mantras from the
Vedas aiming to venerate
the Surya (the Sun God)
and Chhathi Maiya for
their bestowing life on this
earth. It is believed that
this Puja helps increasing
immunity of the body, the
four days fast offers great
mental benefits to the
devotees, and reduces the
negative energy such as
hate, fear and anger.
Chhathi Maiya also pro-
tects children from dis-

eases and problems and
gives them long life and
good health. In this way,
this festival is totally and
uniquely dedicated to Sun
God as this God sustains
life on this earth.

Thinking scientifically,
we can remember Aldous
Huxley who reminds us of
the dying sun through his
write up The Dying Sun,
in his book entitled as The
Mysterious Universe.

His concern is, if he sun
goes on discharging its en-
ergy day by day and is get-
ting no energy from any
other sources, the sun will
die one day, thereafter
what about life on this
earth? It is a great lesson
for us observed by the
writer long back, and so is
this puja an inspiration for
us to save energy, seek the
blessings of Sun God, live
unprejudiced and a neat
and clean life universally.
JAI CHHATHI MAIYA.

By M Rai, Head - Dept.
of English, Counselor &

English Language
Teaching Expert

IBT Group of Colleges,
Ahiwara

BMC Mayor extends  greetings and
best wishes for Chhath festival

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300:: In view of Chhath
festival, a massive campaign for
cleaning the ponds was launched
by the Bhilai Municipal Corporation
and the Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Rohit Vyas reached
the ponds to see the completed
work on Sunday morning as the
devotees would reach the ponds in
the evening to offer prayers to the
setting sun. They expressed satis-
faction at the clean ghats of the
ponds and improved lighting sys-
tem, as well as the facility of
changing rooms have been made
available at many places.

Arrangements have also been
made to ensure that the devotees
do not go deeper. Temporarily im-
mersion pools have also been pre-
pared for the worship material in
various ponds. The duo took stock
of the Sector 7 pond, Sector 2
pond, pond located at Baba Balak
Nath temple, Laxman Nagar
Chhawni pond and other ponds.
Mayor Neeraj Pal has extended
greetings and best wishes to all the
devotees on the occasion of
Chhath festival. During today's in-
spection, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and the Health
Officer of the concerned zone were
present.

Mini Crime Control Unit 
recovers stolen truck from Siltara

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300:: On the initiatives of
CSP (Chhawani) Prabhat Kumar
(IPS), a 14-member mini crime
control unit has been constituted
in Chhawani Sub Division by in-
cluding two-two personnel from
the five police stations and one of-
ficer each from Chhawani and Old
Bhilai Police Stations. This unit has
been formed to tighten noose
around the thieves’ active in the
Chhawani area. This unit success-
fully recovered a truck from Siltara
which was stolen from Jamul on
October 22.

According to information, a
12-wheel truck of one Videshi lal
was stolen by unidentified
thieves from Jamul on October
22. The mini crime control unit
was entrusted with the task of
searching the stolen truck and
trapping the thieves. The unit ex-
amined the CCTV footage and
found that the thieves had taken
the truck towards Raipur. Police
collected the digital footprints
and recovered the vehicle from
Siltara in Raipur. Constable R
Samuel, Amit Singh and Rajendra
Yadav played a vital role in recov-
ering the stolen truck.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 30: The statue
of Late Shri Panthram
Verma, former President of
Madhya Pradesh Bhoodan
Board and associated with
Sarvodaya movement for
universal upliftment or
progress of all, was un-
veiled by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in village
Matang on Sunday.

In the presence of family
and villagers, he offered
flowers to the idol of Late
Shri Panthram Verma.
Thereafter, he visited the
residence of Late Shri
Panthram Varma and got
acquainted with his family
members. After meeting
the family members, he
again met the village peo-

ple and public representa-
tives and shared his child-
hood experience with
them. He told that he is one
of the fortunate persons to
have received love and
guidance from such a
learned and simple natured
soul like Late Shri
Panthram Verma.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that Late Shri
Panthram Verma also used
to share his experience
with him in which he had
once shared the details of
Mahatma Gandhi's pres-
ence at Indira Market in
Durg.

He had shared how sit-
ting on his father's shoul-
ders he saw Mahatma
Gandhi, which was a very
memorable moment for

him. Baghel described Late
Verma as a writer,
Gandhian, a person who
did not crave for any posi-
tion and a major pillar of
Sarvodaya movement.
Along with this, he de-
scribed Verma as a person

who was active in every so-
cial and cultural work.

Towards the end of the
program, the Chief
Minister extended his best
wishes to the villagers for
the upcoming festival of
Dev Uthni Ekadashi and

reminded the farmers to
keep in mind the 17: mois-
ture guidelines of the
Government of India and
take the paddy to procure-
ment centres so that they
do not face any problem.

The life of Late Shri
Panthram Varma, who em-
bodied the ideas of
Mahatma Gandhi, the
Father of the Nation of the
country, popularly known
as Bapu, was dedicated to
the cause of truth, non-vio-
lence and the India of
Gandhi's dreams.

Along with this he was
also in love with Vinoba
Bhave's ideas and Khadi.
Also, during the pro-
gramme Panchayat
Bhawan, Community Hall,
Kala Manch, Rang Manch,

Shala Bhawan were dedi-
cated to public in village
Matang.

Among those present
were Ashish Verma OSD,
Chief Minister, Mehtar
Ram Verma, Kaushal
Chandrakar of Khadigram
Commission, Government
of Chhattisgarh, Devendra
Chandravanshi, Vice
President, District
Panchayat Patan, Durga
Kamlesh Netam, Member,
District Panchayat,
Khilesh Yadav, District
Member, Devesh
Chandrakar, Sector In-
charge and Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
SDM Patan, Vipul Gupta
and other public represen-
tatives and officials.

Awareness important for successful
management of sickle cell disease: CM

Bhilai, Oct 30: The priori-
ty of the government is to
control sickle cell disease
through successful man-
agement of this genetic
disease, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while inaugurating the
Sickle Cell Management
Centre virtually and
added that soon the facili-
ties at the centre would be
expanded.

In this way, the
Chhattisgarh government
has added another mile-
stone in the field of health
facilities for common citi-
zens. He described devel-
oping awareness as the
most important for con-
trol of any disease.

The Chief Minister
mentioned that the cost of
treatment, investigation

and medicines is so high
that there is a need to pro-
vide basic health facilities
so centres like
Dhanwantri Medical
Store and Hamar Lab have
been opened by the gov-
ernment.

From the city to the
rural areas, efforts are
being made by the govern-
ment to further improve

the standard of medical
facilities through medical
staff and mitaninis,
which will definitely bene-
fit the common man in the
coming future.

He made a special ap-
peal to the citizens regard-
ing sickle cell that they
should not ignore this dis-
ease, everyone should be
aware that if there is a his-

tory of sickle cell in any
family or if any of its
symptoms are seen, then
they should come to the
sickle cell management
centre and check it up for
free, get treatment and
counseling and live nor-
mal life with successful
management skills.

In the virtual inaugura-
tion programme, Durg
MLA Arun Vora,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, Civil
Surgeon Dr YK Sharma,
Dr Akhilesh Yadav, Dr RK
Khandelwal, Dr RK
Malhotra, Dr Devendra
Sahu, Dr Jigyasa, Dr
Arun Pawar, member of
Jeevandeep Committee
Dilip Thakur and other
medical staff were also
present.

St Thomas College conducts Guest
Lecture on Web Journalism

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 30:
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of St
Thomas College, Bhilai
organised a guest lecture
on Web Journalism for all
students of BAJMC de-
partment. The insightful
lecture was given by Tej
Sahu, a freelance journal-
ist. The Principal of St
Thomas College, Dr MG
Roymon delivered his
opening statement and in-
augurated the guest lec-
ture session.

The  Incharge
(BAJMC Department) Dr
Reema Dewangan ad-
dressed the students as
well on the importance of
the topic and gave a
warm welcome to the
guest lecturer. The facul-
ty members Amitabh

Sharma, Soumya
Dwivedi and Chhavi
Sahu were present as
well on the occasion.

The guest, Tej Sahu,
hosted a very interactive
session with the students
explaining how wide-
spread and influential

web journalism is in the
current digital age. He
also encouraged students
to engage with the emerg-
ing forms of web journal-
ism and create their own
blogs to attain more expe-
rience and skill in writ-
ing.

He made the students
aware about the various
opportunities that are
available in the field of
journalism when they
would graduate.
Furthermore, he shared
multiple anecdotes from
being on the field as a
journalist. Towards the
end he involved the stu-
dents in a written exercise
to identify their future
ambitions and what they
are doing to achieve their
respective ambitions.

In the feedback session
the students described
the session as very in-
formative and enjoyable.
The event reached its con-
clusion with a vote of
gratitude given by
Soumya Dwivedi and
everyone thanked the
guest lecturer for sparing
some time to share his in-
sights.
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Sickle Cell Management Centre inaugurated at District Hospital

Statue of Late Panthram Verma unveiled in village Matang

M Rai 

Over 150 participate
in National Unity Run

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300::    “Police Flag Day”
and “National Unity Day” are
being celebrated at the state
level from 21st October to 31st
October in the memory of mar-
tyred police personnel. In this
sequel, the National Unity Run
was organised on Sunday under
the instructions of Dr Abhishek
Pallav, Superintendent of Police,
Durg. This run was organised in
the memory of the martyred po-
lice personnel. Shaheed Smriti
Ekta Run was flagged off by
Vishwas Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) from Traffic Park in
Civic Centre. The participants
moved across Berozgar Tiraha,
Globe Chowk to Miraj Talkies
Tiraha, TA Building and conclud-
ed at Traffic Park in Civic Centre.
On this occasion, Satish Thakur,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic), Nilesh Dwivedi,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Lines), Anish Sarathi,
Reserve Inspector (Traffic),
Tripti Singh, Subedar, Sub-
Inspector Babulal Rai and teach-
ers of various schools were
present. A total of 150 athletes
from Sankalp Academy
Khamharia, Lakshya Academy
Sector 07, Madoda Athletics
Club, and Karate Club Khursipar
participated in the race.
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Baghel govt rewards those who
deprive tribals of their rights: BJP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 30: Bhupesh
government’s decision to
appoint KP Khande as
State Scheduled Caste
Commission Chairman
has evoked strong reac-
tion from Bharatiya
Janata Party. Wearing
black clothes, BJP leaders
Kedar Kashyap, Lata
Usendi, Vikram Usendi
and Vikas Markam held a
press conference here on
Sunday and raised voice
against Khande’s appoint-
ment as SC Commission
Chairman. They alleged
dirty politics of Congress
to deceive tribals and cre-
ate caste discrimination.

Congress on Saturday
appointed heads in corpo-
rations, boards and com-
missions. KP Khande was
given the post of chair-
man of the State
Scheduled Castes
Commission. Former
Minister Kedar Kashyap
said that people belonging
to tribal community were
disappointed with the ap-
pointment of Khande ‘s
appointment as SC
Commission chairman.
The High Court ordered
to curtail the reservation
of tribals of the state from
32 to 20 percent and KP
Khande, was the main pe-
titioner of this case in the
High Court and advocated

curtailment of reserva-
tion for the tribals, he
said. The Congressmen
are following divide and
rule policy of the British,
Kashyap said.

Kedar Kashyap, Vikram
Usendi, Lata Usendi and
Vikas Markam said that
appointment of Khande
as State SC Commission
chairman was like a slap
on the faces of tribals. It is
an example of double
standard of Bhupesh
Government, they al-
leged.

While Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel claimed
to be working for the wel-
fare of tribals, on the
other those responsible
for depriving tribals of
their constitutional rights
are being rewarded, said
the BJP leaders. Earlier
Bhupesh Government
had talked of giving 27%
reservation to OBC but
later it appointed Kunal
Shukla its advocate to
seek stay on this case.
Later the Bhupesh
Government deceived the
OBC by appointing Kunal
Shukla as head of Kabir
Shodh Peeth, they said.

Police seizes tobacco-based

‘Gutka’ worth Rs 18.58 lakh

Rajnandgaon, Oct 30:
Chichola Police of
Rajnandgaon District
took action against ille-
gal trade and smuggling
of intoxicants including
‘Gutka’ and seized tobac-
co based ‘Gutka’ worth
Rs 18 lakh here on

Sunday.
It was on tip from an in-

former that the Chichola
thana TI Chetan Singh
Chandrakar along with
his team stopped on
Eicher vehicle coming
from Nagpur  and when
the police checked the ve-
hicle they found tobacco
based ‘Gutka’ and ‘pan-
masala’ worth Rs 18.58
lakh hidden inside. When

the vehicle driver was
asked about the docu-
ments, he could not pro-
duced any. The vehicle
driver Vikrant Tirpude
on interrogation in-
formed that he was given
the load from one vehicle
of Nagpur and was not is-
sued any documents ei-
ther. The police has
seized the tobacco based
‘Gutka’ and ‘pan-masala’
from his possession and
is now searching for the
Nagpur links supplying
the materials.

SP Rajnandgaon ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence informed that they
are trying find out the

king-pin behind such a
huge stock of banned to-
bacco-based ‘Gutka’ and
‘pan-masala’ coming
from Maharashtra and
who is the actual receiver.
At the same time the
Rajnandgaon police is on
the alert related to supply
of Brown Sugar from
Maharashtra. It is few
smugglers from
Maharashtra who are in-
volved in spreading this
business of supply of
drugs and banned items
in Chhattisgarh. The po-
lice is taking action
against this illegal lot of
‘gutka’ and investigating
into the matter.

Chhatt Vratis offer Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun 

Raipur, Oct 30:
Thousands of Chhath
Vratis offered Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun on
the third day of Chhath
Puja at over 50 Ghats in-
cluding Mahadev Ghat of
Kharun river, on Sunday
evening. Usha Arghya
will be offered on Monday
morning.

Governor Anusuiya
Uikey, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh, Raipur Lok Sabha
Member Sunil Soni, MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal, Vikas
Upadhyay, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Congress
leader R P Singh partici-
pated in Chhath Puja pro-
gramme at Mahadev Ghat.

Chief of the Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) Mahadev
Ghat Raipur Rajesh
Kumar Singh said that
thousands of Chhath
Vratis offered Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun at
Mahadev Ghat on Sunday
evening. Thousands of

people gathered at
Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River and partici-
pated in Chhath Puja pro-
gramme on Sunday
evening. After Sandhya
Argya, Maha-arti ritual
was performed at
Mahadev Ghat. Bhandara
programme will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on Monday
morning.

A mesmerizing cultural
programme was held at
Mahadev Ghat on Sunday
evening. Renowned
Bhojpuri singer and Sur
Sangram winner Mohan
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi
folk singer Dilip Shadangi
and Bhojpuri singer
Priyanka Pandey en-
thralled Raipurians
through their exciting per-
formances at Mahadev
Ghat. Dancers Sonali and
Tarun Chopra of interna-
tional acclaimed dance
Group Dharohar Kala
Sangam Sanstha
Prayagraj performed
‘Nritya Natika’ and mes-
merized the audience.

In Raipur city, Chhath
Vratis offered ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ to setting Sun at
over 50 places including

Mahadev Ghat, Vyas
Talab, Chhuhiya Talab,
Urla Talab, Jhanjh Lake
Naya Raipur and others.
Mahadev Ghat was bee
beautifully decked up by
the Samiti. All arrange-
ments were made for
Chhath Puja at Mahadev
Ghat. Lighting, changing
rooms for Chhath Vratis,
parking and other
arrangements were made
at the Mahadev Ghat, he
added. Members of the
CMAS Ravindra Singh,
Sunil Singh, Ramkumar
Singh, Parmanand Singh,
Shashi Singh, Satyendra
Singh Gautam, R P Singh,
Mayor-in-Council Member
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation Nagbhushan
Rao, Kanhaiya Singh,
Satya Prakash Singh, Ram
Vilas Singh, Jayant Singh,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet
Singh, Santosh Singh,
Jaiprakash Singh, Mukul
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Saroj Singh, Ajay Sharma,
Sanjay Singh and other
members imparted their
services to make the
Chhath Puja successful at
Mahadev Ghat.

National-level Sickle Cell Research
Center in Ch’garh soon: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that a na-
tional level Sickle Cell
Research Center will be
established in
Chhattisgarh soon. Chief
Minister made this an-
nouncement while inau-
gurating the new Sickle
Cell Management
Centers, which have
been set up in medical
colleges and district hos-
pitals of the state. In a
virtual program organ-
ized at his residence of-
fice here today, Chief
Minister inaugurated
the Sickle Cell
Management Centers in

28 districts of the state.
With the inauguration of
these centres, facilities
of free of cost Sickle Cell
examination, treatment
and consultation are
now available in 24 dis-
trict hospitals, nine med-
ical colleges and Sickle
Cell Institute
Chhattisgarh located in
the capital city Raipur.
Health Minister TS
Singhdeo was also pres-
ent in the program.

In his address to the
program, Chief
MinisterBaghel said that
sickle cell is a serious ge-
netic disease and to save
the future generations
from this disease, it is ex-
tremely important to
create public awareness.
Early diagnosis of sickle
cell patients with proper
medical management
and medications can re-

duce its physical side ef-
fects to a great extent
and can also lead to a
longer life span. Hence,
it is important to make
these facilities of treat-
ment, medication and
consultation easily ac-
cessible to the patients.
Also, identification of
the individuals with the
genetic trait of sickle
cell before their mar-
riage and providing
them the necessary
counseling on the subject
can help in preventing
this disease to the future
generations.

Health and Family
Welfare Department has
established Sickle Cell
Management Centers to
effectively combat the
problem of sickle cell.
These centers will be op-
erated in all the medical
college hospitals and all

the district hospitals of
the state. These centers
will provide the facilities
of sickle cell test and
treatment, including the
screening by Salubrity
Test and confirmation by
electrophoresis and new
method point of care
(CHB) test through hos-
pital laboratory. Chief
Minister expressed hope
that these sickle cell
management centers op-
erating in medical col-
leges and district hospi-
tals will prove to be bene-
ficial for the sickle cell
patients of the state.

Chief Minister said
that the new method of
sickle cell diagnosis is
the Point of Care (CWB)
test, which can be done
by Mitanin as well. A
sickle cell test drive
should be launched to
identify the patients
through this method. On
the occasion, Chief
Minister commenced the
distribution of digital
cards to the people suf-
fering from sickle cell.
Chief Minister handed
over the digital cards to
seven-year-old Pratik
Das Manikpuri of
Rajendra Nagar Raipur
and 17-year-old Oshika
Ramteke of Gudhiyari.
Chief Minister spoke to
Nisha Chakradhari, a
sickle cell patient, and
asked her about the treat-
ment facilities available
in Sickle Cell
Management Center in
Raigarh. He asked
Sargam Rajwade, a class
12 student present in
Surajpur’s center about
the facilities available
there. Both of these pa-

tients informed that they
are being provided quali-
ty medical treatment,
which has significantly
improved their health
condition.

Health Minister TS
Singhdeo said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is determined to
provide better treatment
facilities to sickle cell pa-
tients in the state, and
consistent efforts are
being made in this direc-
tion. Soon, a national
level sickle cell research
center will be established
in Chhattisgarh.

At the programme,
Secretary, Health
Department, Prasanna R
informed that 10% the
sickle cell carriers and
one percent patients
have been found in the
recent survey of the pop-
ulation in Chhattisgarh.
The electronic entry list
of each sickle cell patient
receiving specific treat-
ment at the sickle cell
management centers
will be maintained on
the sickle cell institute’s
portal and these patients
will be contacted for reg-
ular follow-up and med-
ication.

The welcome address
was given by Health
Director Bheem Singh.
Director General of
Police Ashok Juneja,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan, CGMSC
Managing Director
Abhijeet Singh, Director
Medical Education Dr.
Vishnu Dutt along with
officials of Health
Department were pres-
ent in the program.

Creating public
awareness is
extremely impor-
tant to win this fight
against Sickle Cell

CM inaugurates sickle
cell management 
centers in 28 districts

Free Sickle Cell test,
treatment, medi-
cines and counsel-
ing will be provided
in these centers

Unity Run on National
Unity Day today

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  3300:: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
informed that unity run will
be organized on the occasion
of National Unity Day on 31
October. National Unity Day
is observed to mark birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. Unity run
organized by District
Administration and Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department Raipur will begin
at 7 am from Collectorate
Chowk to Telibandha Chowk
Raipur. Local citizens, public
representatives, sportsper-
sons, school and college stu-
dents, NCC cadets, volun-
teers of NSS, volunteers of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, members
of Rajiv Mitan Club, police
personnel, officers and
employees and home guards
will participate in the run.

Describing the role of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as
important in the unity and
integrity of the country,
Collector Dr Bhure has
appealed to participate in the
run organized in his memory.
The Collector informed that
an oath will be taken at
Telibandha Chowk to main-
tain the unity, integrity and
security of the nation and to
contribute towards ensuring
the internal security of the
country.

Usha Arghya to be
offered today 

Was coming from
Nagpur

MODELS IN MAKING

The employees of particular department are working day-n-night to prepare models
for the three-day Rajyotsav starting from Nov 1.

National Tribal Dance Festival and Rajyotsav to highlight
development story of Chhattisgarh

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::  Chhattisgarh is
going to host the National Tribal
Dance Festival and Rajyotsava
from November 1 to 3 at the
Science College Ground in the
state capital Raipur. The rich cul-
ture, traditions, and folk arts of
numerous tribes from around the
nation and overseas, including
those from Chhattisgarh, will be
witnessed during this festival
hosted by Chhattisgarh for the
third time. This exhibition will
also showcase the public welfare
programs of the government in
Chhattisgarh and will depict the
growth story of the state during
past years. Shilpgram emphasiz-
ing tribal folk arts and crafts will

be constructed in the central
area. Additionally, a culinary
area featuring a variety of
mouthwatering delicacies,
including Chhattisgarhi dishes,
will be present. The theme
Hangar at the Science College
will be decked up with booths
from various industries and pub-
lic undertakings.There will be
healthcare center available at
the place along with ‘book fair
stalls’ and  commerial booth.
During the Rajyotsava at the sci-
ence college ground, the 21 stalls
to be put up by various State gov-
ernment departments highlight-
ing their schemes and pro-
grammes. These include the

Agriculture Department –
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry,
Horticulture Department and
associated departments,  the
Department of Energy, the
Department of Panchayat and
Rural Development, the
Department of Urban
Administration and Development,
the Department of Public
Relations, the Department of
Culture and Tourism, the
Department of Tribal, Scheduled
Caste and Development, and the
Department of Backward Classes
and Minorities Development
Department, Women and Child
Development Department, Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer

Protection Department, Social
Welfare Department, Education
Department, Water Resources
Department, Labor Department,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Housing and
Environment Department, Public
Works Department, Mineral
Resources Department, Sports,
and Youth Welfare Department,
CHIPS, Forest Department,
Transport Department. Various
models, pictures, and audio-video
short films of departmental
schemes will be showcased in the
stalls. People will be informed
about departmental schemes and
achievements through pamphlets
and brochures.

Prachi wins Chess tournament

Raipur, Oct 30: Prachi
Yadav from Raipur se-
cured 4.5 points to win the
Chhattisgarh-level Women

Chess tournament being
organized at Ambikapur.

Apart from her, Pari
Tiwari from Korba and

Yashashi Upadhaya from
Raipur too secured 4
points to secured second
and third position respec-
tively. Sanjana Dharmraj
from Raipur also secured
3.5 points to hold the 7th
position in the tourna-
ment. Top four players
would be representing
Chhattisgarh in the
National championship to
be held at Kolhapur soon.
Raipur District Chess
Association (RDCA)
President Ashutosh
Sharma and Secretary
Navin Shukla have con-
gratulated the successful
players and extended best
wishes to them for future
endeavor.

Reconstitution of
Svavalambi Ch’garh

Committee
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 30: In the
order vide official memo-
randum number
194/Development/2022,
dated 12.05.2022 of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University’s, a committee
was constituted for
preparing a detailed plan
with the aim of making
the students of
Chhattisgarh, along with
those of this university,
self-reliant and financial-
ly strong during their
studies. After request to
competent authority, the
committee has been re-
constituted now as fol-
lows. The Core committee
comprises of - Dr. Ratnesh
Singh – Convener; Prof.
A.S. Ranadive – Member;

Prof. Manisha Dubey –
Member; Dr. B.D. Mishra
– Member; Dr. Pushpraj
Singh – Member; Dr. Rohit
Raja – Member; Dr. D.K.
Pal- member; Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar – Member; Dr.
Ganesh Prasad Shukla
Member; Training and
Placement Officer –
Member; Dr. Alok Kumar
Singh Kushwaha –
Member; Dilip Kumar
Jha – Member. The mem-
bers of the Advisory
Committee are -all
Deans, School of Studies
and Dean, Student
Welfare. The above com-
mittees will submit a
draft proposal at the ear-
liest. This official mem-
orandum has been issued
by the Development
Section.

Superintendents appointed
at new IT centre

Bilaspur, Oct 30: Center
Superintendent, Assistant
Center Superintendent,
class three staff and MTS
employees are appointed
at Guru Ghasidas Central
University to conduct the
examinations of B.Tech-
fifth and seventh semes-
ters of the session 2022-23
and all other examina-
tions (odd and even semes-
ters) to be conducted in the
academic session 2022-23
at New I.T. Examination
Centre/building, as fol-
lows:-

Centre Superintendent:
Dr. Anil Kumar
Chandrakar - Associate
Professor, Department of
Chemical Engineering.
The Asst. Superintendents
are – Raksha Pandey (CSE
Department), Pankaj
Chandra (IT deptt),
Prateek Gupta (ME Deptt);
Amit Dewangan (IT

Deptt), Dr Amit Devangan
(IT Deptt). The office assis-
tants are – Surendra
Chandrakar (Chemical
dept); SK Kaushik (Dept of
CS), Ram Avatar Kashyap
(Deptt of Electroics) and
Vinod Devangan (IT Dept).
MTS are – Lomas Shinde
(E&TDean Office dept);
Govardhan (ECE Deptt);
Durga (IPE dept); Tekes
Ram (Workshop); Laxmi
Narayan Pandey (Civil)
and Joseph Francis (IT
Deptt).

The above mentioned
A s s i s t a n t
Superintendents, Office
Assistants and MTS em-
ployees will get their leave
applications forwarded to
the Head of the
Department after the rec-
ommendation of the
Senior Centre
Superintendent before tak-
ing any kind of leave.

Freedom biker rally gets a grand applause

Raipur, Oct 30: ‘If there is
positive thinking with pas-
sion and a desire to do
something, then one can
overcome all difficulties
and achieve his destina-
tion.’

On the occasion of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, in the second
week of September, the
iconic pan-India Bike Ride
by 75 bikers from Delhi
was flagged off by the top
ministers of the Central
Government to travel
across the country for
three months. The Moto
expedition will visit 75
iconic places across India
in 75 days. It also aims to
create awareness regard-
ing physical and mental
fitness among citizens
under the Fit India cam-
paign.

Under this campaign,
bike riders will visit
Siachen Base Camp,
Kargil, Nathu La Pass,
Statue of Unity, Sabarmati
Ashram and snowy peaks
of various places of na-
tional importance. This
bike campaign has been
planned by the govern-
ment in collaboration with
the organization ‘All India
Motorbike Campaign’.
This is a long campaign of
about 3 months. These bik-
ers will cover a distance of
about 21,000 km in more
than 250 districts of all the
states and union territo-

ries of the country.
When these bikers

reached Raipur during the
bike rally campaign, they
were warmly welcomed
and greeted by the govern-
ment and the general pub-
lic. There was tremendous
enthusiasm among the
people.

As soon as the bike rid-
ers stepped into the KPS
premises, the contingent
was greeted with high
spirits in a very enthusias-
tic atmosphere. The event
was organised in by Sports
Authority of India, at
Krishna Public School
Kamal Vihar, Dunda
Raipur on Saturday, Oct
29, 2022, to mark the 75th
year of India’s
Independence Day or
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. The Chief
Guest of this program was
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, IAS, District
Collector and District

Magistrate, Mayank
C h a t u r v e d i , I A S ,
Commissioner Nagar
Nigam Raipur and
Rustam Sarangi,
Company Commander 3rd
Battalion Durg as the spe-
cial guest.

The program was inau-
gurated with lamp light-
ing and a sapling presenta-
tion. A colourful cultural
program was presented by
the students of KPS.
Showcasing the art and
culture of Chhattisgarh, a
‘melodious state song’ was
presented. The welcome
dance mesmerized every-
one with its grandeur. The
song based on National
Integration enthralled
everyone with the spirit of
‘Unity in Diversity. The
presentation of the
Chhattisgarhi dance on oc-
casion captivated the spec-
tators.

The Executive Director ,
Krishna Public School,

Raipur Region, Ashutosh
warmly welcomed the
guests with his astounding
welcome speech. The pro-
gram was introduced by
Nitish Garg, Assistant
Director Chhattisgarh in-
charge of SAI Training
Center Raipur
Chhattisgarh. In the next
sequence of the ceremony,
the biker from
Chhattisgarh Dr Namrata
Singh shared her experi-
ence. Special guest
Rustom Sarangi also ad-
dressed the gathering. On
this special occasion,
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, IAS
District Collector and
District Magistrate  ad-
dressed the gathering   and
congratulated all the rid-
ers for their  patriotic zeal.
The Principal , Krishna
Public School , Priyanka
felicitated  the guests and
the riders with memento.

International Conference on Housing: Challenges,
Policies & Strategies of 21st Century held

Raipur, Oct 30:
Department of
Architecture, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organized a
two-day virtual
International Conference
on Housing: Challenges,
Policies & Strategies of 21st
Century (HCPS). Dr. Shrish
Verma, Dean (Academics)
and Dr. P. Y. Dhekne, Dean
(Student Welfare) were the
guest of honours at the in-
auguration of the program.

Dr. Aleksandra
JadachSepiolo, Deputy
Director of the Institute of
Urban and Regional
Development, Warsaw,
Mazowieckie, Poland, and
Dr. C. (Christian) Zuidema,
Associate Professor,
Department of Planning,
University of Groningen,
Netherlands were the
keynote speakers for the
event. Dr. Mohan K.,
Director, Gitam School of
Architecture, Dr. G.

Subbaiyan, Professor, NIT
Tiruchirappalli, Dr.
Nirmita Mehrotra,
Assistant Professor,
Gautam Buddha
University, and Dr. Kalpana
Pandit, Associate Professor,
MNIT Jaipur were the ex-
pert speakers for the pro-
gram.

The keynote speaker of
the event, Dr. Aleksandra
JadachSepiolo, Deputy
Director of the Institute of
Urban and Regional
Development, Warsaw,
Mazowieckie, Poland high-
lighted the various aspects
and limitations associated
with the urban housing
system of the 21st century.
She enlightened about the
major challenges to the
housing system with in-
creasing population in
cities, the lack of suitable

land for housing and the
rising cost of construction
materials and its shortage.
On the basis of her re-
search on the different
cities of the world, she gave
some invaluable sugges-
tions to solve housing relat-
ed problems including con-
struction of cheap and sub-
sidized houses, rainwater
harvesting system in all the
houses, construction of
eco-friendly houses and
maximum use of technolo-
gy that reduce energy con-
sumption.

The conference wit-
nessed active participation
from 45 participants from
various prestigious institu-
tions including SPA
Bhopal, IITs and NITs from
across the country, who
presented their research
papers.

Baghel govt gives political
appointments to 152 Congmen

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  3300::  With the objec-
tive to rejuvenate the party
leaders ahead of the next
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions, the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday
made political appointments
in various government Boards
and Corporations.

According to the informa-
tion received, Scheduled
Caste leader KP Khande from
Raipur has been appointed as
Chairman of Scheduled Caste
Commission, Baloda Bazar-
Bhatapara resident
Vidyabhushan Shukla has
been appointed as Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Animal
Welfare Board, Dhamtari resi-

dent Mohan Lalwani as
Chairperson of Destitute
Advisory Board, Minority
leader Idrish Gandhi as
Chairman of Urdu Academy
Board, Raipur resident Ram
Gidlani as Chairman of Sindhi
Academy Board, Durg resident
Altaf Ahmed as Madrasha
Board Chairman and Dr Suresh
Kumar Sharma from Raipur as
Chairperson of Chhattisgarh
Sanskrit Education Board.

Apart from them, several
other Congress leaders have
been appointed as Vice
President as well as Members
in various state-run Boards
and Corporation.

Dwarika Sahu from Raipur,
Shanker Sodhi from Bastar,
Ajay Bansal from Sarguja and
Rakesh Thakur from Durg have
been appointed as members in

Apex Bank.
Few including Ajay Sahu has

been removed from Youth
Commission whereas Pravin
Dongre from Bijapur would
replace him in the Commission
whereas Tulsi Sahu too has
been removed from Women
Commission whereas Bako
Baghel from Bastar has been
nominated in her place.
Prominent leaders who have
been given appointments
include Kuldeep Sharma from
Raipur as member in Food
Commission, Chandrawati
Sahu in Raipur Development
Authority (RDA) as Member
whereas Ankit Baghbahra
from Mahasamund, Naina
Gabhel from Raigarh and Niti
Singh from Surajpur have been
appointed as members in
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board.

Centre should increase the amount
for the modernization of CPF: HM

Raipur, Oct  30: Under
the chairmanship of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, the Home
Ministers of all the states
of the country attended a
two-day ‘Chintan shivir’
held at Surajkund in
Haryana. On the second
day of the Chintan Shivir,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also joined and ad-
dressed the meeting. The
Home Minister of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
participated in the chintan
shivir which mainly cov-
ers Civil Defence,
Modernization of Police,
Women’s Security, Border
Management, Illegal
Foreigners Related Issues,
Cyber issues, Prisons and
Forensics, Drugs
Trafficking and National
Security, Human Resource
Development, Civil
Registration, Conviction
Rate Agenda, etc.

While speaking on be-
half of Chhattisgarh on
these subjects, State Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu put forward his point
before the Union Home
Minister on the issue of
police modernization.
Sahu said that
Chhattisgarh government
is providing modern

weapons, security equip-
ments, necessary training
and vehicles to the police
to curb Naxalites in the
state. Sahu said that in the
year 2013-14, Chhattisgarh
state had received 50
crores for police modern-
ization from the Centre,
whereas at present this
amount has come down to
less than 20 crores, which
needs to be increased.

Giving information to
the Union Home Minister,
Sahu said that in the last
three and a half years,
continuous work is being
done to eradicate
Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh. During this,
schools in Naxal-affected
areas were restarted, hos-
pitals were opened in such
areas, basic facilities like
water and electricity were
provided to the villagers.
Ration shops have been
opened in every village.
Forest rights pattas have
been distributed to farm-
ers in Naxal-affected areas
and tribals have been
given their land back.

Expansion of jail 
facilities

Giving information in
the Chintan Shivir in this
regard, Mr. Sahu said that
there are 33 jails in
Chhattisgarh out of which
05 are central, 20 are dis-
trict and 8 are sub-jails.
New barracks are being

constructed in jails, along
with starting new jails in
Raipur and Bilaspur, jail
courts are also being or-
ganized. Shri Sahu said
that in view of the good be-
havior of the prisoners,
885 prisoners have been
waived and released and
643 accused have been
tried in 321 cases of tribal
atrocities in Chhattisgarh.
Intoxicants are coming
from neighboring states

While discussing the
agenda of drug eradica-
tion, Sahu informed the
Union Home Minister that
there is no hemp cultiva-
tion anywhere in
Chhattisgarh, but intoxi-
cants come to the state
from neighboring states
like Odisha, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.
Sahu said that 23 police
stations of the border area
have been identified to
stop this and continuous
action is being taken. To
prevent drug trafficking ,
continuous action is being
taken against drug abuse
by confiscating more than
1 lakh kg of ganja and
more than 20 lakh intoxi-
cating syrups, tablets, cap-
sules injections in the last
3 years.

Moreover, de-addiction
centres through Bharat
Mata Vahini and Nijat
Abhiyan have also been es-
tablished in the state and

public awareness cam-
paign is also being run for
this.
The state is dedicated to
ensure  women’s safety

Talking on the issue of
women’s safety, Mr. Sahu
said that under the Humar
Beti-Humar Maan Yojana,
women police goes on
rounds of the schools and
colleges of the state and
raises awareness on sub-
jects like  good touch, bad
touch, cyber crime, social
media awareness, self de-
fense and legal rights.
Along with this, women in
distress are being helped
by the ‘Abhivyakti’ Women
Safety App. Mr. Sahu in-
formed that women cells
have also been constituted
in every police station and
outposts of the state.

Giving information
about cyber crime, Sahu
said that at present cyber
crime is increasing rapid-
ly due to the use of inter-
net and cyber police sta-
tion is also being operated
in Raipur for the preven-
tion of cyber crimes.
Along with this, Anti
Crime and Cyber ??Unit
has also been constituted
in Raipur-Durg-Bilaspur.
Through the Cyber
??Police Help Line No
1930,. an amount of Rs 3.72
crore has been put on hold
in the cases of cyber crime
till now.
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Khande appointed SC
Commission Chairman

Ch’garh recieved 50 cr
from the Center for
police modernization in
2013-14 and at present
less than 20 cr have
been received 

Home Minister of
Ch’garh put forward his
point in front of the PM
and the Union Home
Minister.

Intoxicants come to
Ch’garh from neighboring
states, more than 1 lakh
kg of cannabis has been
confiscated in 3 years:
Sahu

Women’s cell is formed
in every police station
and outpost of
Chhattisgarh to ensure
women’s security.
Chhattisgarh is also
moving swiftly towards
eradicating Naxalites.

 At KPS Raipur

Ishan climbs 2 spots in
World Ranking Badminton

Raipur, Oct 30: The pair
of Ishan Bhatnagar from
Raipur and Tanisha
Christo from Goa have
climbed two spots to reach
29th position in the World
Ranking of Mixed Double
players released recently.
Raipur Badminton
Association Secretary
Anurag Dixit has congrat-
ulated him over the suc-
cess.



CHHATH FESTIVITY

Chhath Vratis offering Sandhya Arghya to setting Sun on the third day of Chhath Puja at Chhath Ghat of Arpa river,
on Sunday evening.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Oct 30: For the
past one month, women of
Bhatapara village Tekari,
who have been vocal
against anti-social ele-
ments in the village, took
out a rally on the occasion
of Diwali festival and
toured the entire village,
with the support of the vil-
lagers.

To encourage these
women, not only the village
chiefs participated in the
rally, but the representa-
tives of the Mandir Hasaud
police station administra-
tion also praised the aware-
ness of women along with

visiting the rally.
According to the villagers,
the villagers in Tekari have
banned not only the sale of
illicit liquor but also gam-
bling from Dhanteras to
Govardhan Puja, Kartik
Ekadashi and Poornima.

In view of the festival,

the women took out a rally
in the evening, a day before
Lakshmi Puja, and with the
consent of the village
heads, to warn the anti-so-
cial elements which was
taken part by Rural
Assembly President
Ramanand Patel,treasurer

Ashok Verma, former pres-
idents Bhupendra Sharma
and Hulas Ram Verma, for-
mer vice president
Chhedan Verma,Assistant
Sub Inspector Vinod Singh,
Principal constable Amit
Mishra, and hundreds of
women.

Suva and Raut dance programs
held in Govardhan Puja

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 30: Under the
aegis of Hamar Chinchari
Cultural Forum,
Dootkaiya Khapri, people
from all age groups of
seven years to fifty years
participated with tremen-
dous participation to cele-
brate Govardhan Puja.

Various cultural activi-
ties and competitions were
held to mark the day,
which included rangoli,
sua and raut dance per-
formances. The winners
were given attractive
prizes.

The program was con-
ducted by Chaggu Adil

and Shravan Kumar Sahu
"Prakhar". Ramavatar
Yadav, Hem Kumar Sahu
and Madan Lal Sahu per-
formed the responsibility
as judges. Ghanshyam
Sahu, Shobhit Ram Sahu,
Patiram Sahu, addressed
the gathering.

Bhagwat Sahu, Madan
Lal of Hamar Chinchari
Cultural Forum
Dootkainya made the pro-
gram a success. Birju
Dhruv, Bodhan Sahu,
Hemkumar Sahu,
Gopichand Sahu,
Thaneshwar Sahu, Doman
Sahu, Girdhar Sahu and
others also paid their co-
operation.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Oct 30:
Action is being taken by
the traffic police in the
district headquarters
against the bikers who
create ruckus in the city
with three rides, vehicles
without number and vehi-
cles with loud noise.

The traffic police is
looking tough vehicles
this time on the persons
making loud sound like
firecrackers through the
modified silencers in the
bikes and drivers who do
not apply the number
plates on the front and
rear of their vehicles as
per the norms set by the
transport department.

While taking challan
action against 50 drivers
violating traffic rules, a
mitigation fee of Rs 20000
has also been recovered.

Traffic in-charge
Shivshankar Gendle said
that by installing modi-
fied silencers in the city,
there were frequent com-
plaints of people roaming

around in the
city, without
number vehicles
and triple riding
motorcyclists,
which is a viola-
tion of the
Motor Vehicle
Act. Action is
being taken by
Bastar Police to
crack down on
it.

On the other
hand, the traffic
situation inside
the city has be-
come bad. Due
to erratic vehi-
cles parked on
both sides of the
road, people are
facing a lots of
difficulties in
m o v e m e n t .
Traffic is being
disrupted to a
great extent due
to the roadside
stalls.

In which
mainly the
momos cart to
be set up in front

of Bastar High School and
people coming in other
stalls in the same line are
parking vehicles on the
roads.

Due to which the move-
ment of vehicles on the
road is becoming very dif-
ficult. Traffic jam is being
created due to vehicles
parked in front of the
handcarts, on which no
action is being taken by
the traffic department.

The traffic situation in
Sanjay Market, Gol
Bazaar and main road is
the worst, even here peo-
ple are facing a lot of diffi-
culties due to the arbitrar-
ily parked vehicles, due to
the increasing crowd, the
situation of jam is being
created day by day, on the
other hand, stray bikers
have become enemies of
people's lives by driving
loud sound vehicles at
high speed.

By tampering with the
silencer of the bike, some
bikers are running on un-
bridled roads by making
its sound very loud.

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 30:
Chhattisgarh Foundation
Day which is falling on
November 1 will be cele-
brated in a grand manner
in the district and a one-day
Rajyotsava program is
being organized at Korea
District Headquarters.

For the smooth operation
of the district level pro-
gram, Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh himself vis-
ited the Rajyotsav site along
with SP Trilok Bansal and
CEO District Panchayat
Namrata Jain and gave nec-

essary directions to the de-
partmental officers. He has
also given necessary in-
structions to all the officers
for the arrangements relat-
ed to the operation of the
programme. A variety of
cultural presentations will
be given by artists of the
district and for the same
elaborate arrangements are
being done. The Collector
has entrusted the responsi-
bility to the Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development Department,
Korea to ensure the selec-
tion of parties for cultural
programs and other neces-

sary arrangements for cul-
tural parties. Along with
this, instructions have been
given to the officials of the
Electricity Department to
ensure smooth availability
of electricity in the venue
and to arrange generators
of sufficient capacity for
other contingency arrange-
ments. Instructions have
been given to the officials of
the Municipal Council and
the city army to ensure the
arrangement of fire extin-
guishers, adequate water
tankers and necessary
arrangements for cleanli-
ness at the venue.

Deserted offices speak 
of festive continuity

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Oct 30: Festive
season is still prevailing in
the region, as many gov-
ernment offices and trade
units gave a deserted look
post the festival season.
Most of the officers and
employees remained ab-
sent from their offices,
which also included the
Collectorate office, howev-
er as compared to other
days, the number of citi-
zens coming to the
Collectorate office was
also less.

Even after two days of
Diwali holiday, the govern-
ment officials and employ-
ees have not returned to
work and the public is
bearing the brunt of this
as many important depart-
ment in the gallery of the
Collectorate were locked.

Though the state gov-
ernment had issued or-
ders to government em-

ployees to work regularly
from 10.30 am to 5 pm for
five days a week and to
give holiday on Saturdays,
to increase the efficiency
of the employees and to
provide adequate comfort,
but the employees are
availing the benefit in no
serious plan, as the desert-
ed offices stand proof to

the situation.
The Collectorate Office,

Land Records Branch,
Tehsil Office,
Municipality, District
Education Officer Office,
District E-Governance
Society, Food Department,
Veterinary Department,
Tribal Development
Department, Excise

Department, Water
Resources, Public Works
Department, Forest
Department, are some of
the many departments
showing deserted looks,
however also major school
classrooms also showed
vacant benches owing to
children too submerged in
festive spirit still.
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Rajyotsava to be celebrated
in grand manner: Collector

Traffic police collected Rs 20000 
as mitigation fee on 50 drivers

Women take out rally against anti-social elements
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After two-year hiatus, Raj
sees wedding boom

Jaipur, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Around 1.5 lakh wed-
dings are estimated to be
solemnised across
Rajasthan in November,
the highest in over two
years after the coron-
avirus outbreak.

Wedding planners and
all those involved in the in-
dustry are upbeat and ex-
pecting a full-scale busi-
ness this time as there are
no restrictions like the
past due to the pandemic.

“People are now ready
to celebrate weddings on a
full-scale like before. As
per an estimate, nearly 1.5
marriages will take place
across Rajasthan in the
month of November. The
season begins on
November 4, the auspi-
cious occasion of Dev
Uthni Gyaras,” said Ravi

Jindal, chairman of the
Rajasthan Tent Dealers’
Association.

“This is the highest
number of weddings in
two years. Most of the
marriage halls and wed-
ding venues are booked for
almost next five months.

Apart from wedding halls,
hotels, resorts and farm-
houses have booked for
wedding functions,” he
said.

Jindal said the number
of wedding last November
was around 40,000 to
50,000.

PM, TN Guv, Stalin pay tributes
to Muthuramalinga Thevar

Chennai, Oct 30 (PTI): 

P a s u m p o n
Muthuramalinga Thevar
was remembered on
Sunday on the occasion of
his 115th birth anniver-
sary, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi
and Chief Minister M K
Stalin among a host of
leaders paying rich trib-

utes to the late freedom
fighter.

Rival AIADMK leaders
K Palaniswami and O
Panneerselvam were
among those who paid
tributes to Thevar. “I bow
to the great Pasumpon
Muthuramalinga Thevar
on the occasion of his
Guru Pooja. I also recall
his outstanding contribu-
tion to our nation, particu-

larly in furthering social
empowerment, farmer
welfare and removing
poverty. His ideals will al-
ways inspire us,” Modi
tweeted. Thevar com-
mands great respect in
Tamil Nadu, especially in
the southern parts. Ravi
paid floral tributes to the
portrait of the leader at
Raj Bhavan here. The
Governor “hailed the yeo-
man services of
P a s u m p o n
Muthuramalinga Thevar,
who was a revolutionary
freedom fighter, a vision-
ary nationalist-spiritual
leader and an iconic social
reformer,” a Raj Bhavan
release said.

Thevar’s contribution to
India’s freedom struggle
and association with
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose in strengthening the
Indian National Army
(INA) inspired many
youth from Tamil Nadu to
join the Indian national
freedom movement, it
said.

BROTHER MAC TO STUDENTS

‘Emphasise on value of love, forgiveness’
Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Hang on to love, said
Brother Brendan
MacCarthaigh, as he left
for his hometown in
Dublin, bidding farewell to
the city, where he spent
over six decades of his life,
teaching students and
building lives.

The educator, 84, had to
leave India due to visa-re-
lated issues.

His current and former
students of St Joseph’s
College, Bowbazar, some of
whom are teenagers and
some senior citizens now,
fondly recalled their asso-
ciation with Brother Mac,
as he is fondly called.

“When we got to know
that brother was notified
to leave the country be-
cause he inadvertently
missed filing some visa
documents, many of us of-
fered him assistance from
authorities.

“He told us that ‘I am a
teacher and I would not
like to arm-twist anybody’.

This sense of righteous-
ness is so rare these days,
but so natural to him,”
said Rajesh Arora, one of
his former students.

In his parting message
to the students, Brother
Mac emphasised the value
of love and forgiveness, es-
pecially at a time “when
some politicians are split-
ting the country and
spreading hatred”.

During the farewell pro-
gramme organised in the
city on the eve of his de-
parture, he asked people to
make love an inevitable
part of their value system.

“If you hate Muslims

being a Hindu, you are
wrong, If you hate Hindus
being a Muslim, you are
wrong. If you dislike any-
body, you are wrong,” he
asserted.

“Ask yourself important
questions. In my country,
Protestants were trained
to hit Catholics, and
Catholics trained to hit
Protestants. To some ex-
tent, that still goes on. In
India, some politicians are
splitting the country and
spreading hatred,” the ed-
ucator stated.

Religion is only a social
construct, with different
people adopting different
ways to offer prayers, he
said.

Arora, a 1985-batch stu-
dent, said that Brother
Mac has, over the years,
also worked for the welfare
of underprivileged people,
trying to touch their lives
with education.

“Brother Brendan
MacCarthiagh went quick-
ly from being my teacher
in middle school to being a

friend, philosopher and
guide. He has been a con-
stant source of inspiration
not only to me, but to any-
body who has had the
pleasure of knowing
him,” Arora, an entrepre-
neur in the medical field,
added.

Another alumnus,
Imran Zaki of the 1984
batch, too, fondly recalled
his association with
Brother Mac.

He was not just a good
educator, but someone
who treated all his stu-
dents with empathy, com-
passion, supporting them
in every way. His children
are spread all over the
world and their messages
kept pouring at his
farewell ceremony, Zaki
said.

“However, we should not
call it a farewell as Brother
Brendan will continue to
guide us with his teach-
ings, even if he is not phys-
ically present in India,”
the city-based social entre-
preneur said.

Tripura CM thanks PM for 

highlighting bio-village project 

Agartala, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Manik
Saha heaped praise on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for highlighting the
country’s first bio-village
in Tripura in his monthly
Mann Ki Baat’ radio
broadcast on Sunday.

Tripura Renewable
Energy Development
Authority (TREDA) in as-
sociation with the Bio-
Technology department
has established the coun-
try’s first bio-village at
Daspara, in Sepahijala dis-
trict, about 25 km from
here.

“I am very happy to see
the Prime Minister high-
lighting and promoting
the state’s first bio-village
on which work had started
around two years ago. The

concept of bio-village is
environment-friendly.
Water pumps for irriga-
tion and lighting system
are solar-powered”, the
chief minister told jour-
nalists.

Sixty-four families re-
siding at Daspara meet
their energy requirement
from solar power.

The Bio-Technology de-
partment has extended
help to the villagers, who
were solely dependent on
agriculture and fishery, by
encouraging them to set
up piggeries and take up
goat-rearing as well.

The Prime Minister in
the radio programme on
Sunday made a special ref-
erence to the successful
implementation of the
concept of bio-village in
the northeastern state and
applauded the efforts by
the authorities.

‘Govt schools to get
new infrastructure’

Guwahati, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday said that all gov-
ernment schools in the
state will soon get new in-
frastructure. More than
4,000 schools will be cov-
ered under the initiative,
he said. Sarma, along with
Education Minister Ranoj
Pegu, the state govern-
ment’s education advisor
Nani Gopal Mahanta and

senior officials, visited sev-
eral old government
schools in Guwahati and
inspected the existing facil-
ities. “We are trying to con-
vert educational institutes
of our State into centres
for human resources devel-
opment,” Sarma tweeted
later. “All Govt schools will
get new infrastructure. As
a part of this, 10 schools in
Guwahati will get new
buildings in 1st phase, be-
fore 4,000 more schools are
covered,” he added. Among
the schools, he visited was
Kamrup Academy, where
he had studied. “Visited
Kamrup Academy,
Guwahati, and reviewed
its infrastructure.
Established in 1930, I had
the privilege of seeking ed-
ucation from this histori-
cal institute in my child-
hood.

Bhojpuri actor’s wife alleges
mental harassment

Ballia (UP) Oct 30 (PTI): 

Bhojpuri film actor
Pawan Singh’s wife Jyoti
Singh has accused him of
causing mental harass-
ment, forcing her to go for
an abortion and instigat-
ing to commit suicide.

Ballia city police station
incharge Inspector
Praveen Kumar Singh on
Sunday said a complaint
from Jyoti Singh has been
received and they are in-
vestigating the matter.
Actor Pawan Singh did
not respond to the calls.

Jyoti Singh, a resident
of Middhi locality here,
said in her complaint that
she was married to the

actor on Mar 6, 2018.
A few days after their

marriage, Pawan Singh,
his mother Pratima Devi
and sister started taunt-
ing her for her looks, she
alleged.

Jyoti claimed that her
mother-in-law took away
about Rs 50 lakh she got
from her maternal uncle
and started abusing her
every day.

She alleged that apart
from being tortured in
various ways, she was
being instigated to com-
mit suicide.

According to the com-
plaint, when she was
pregnant, she was given a
medicine, which led to her
miscarriage.

She alleged that her
husband started abusing
and assaulting her after

getting drunk and insti-
gating her to commit sui-
cide.

Alleging mental harass-
ment by her husband, she
said a Mercedes car was
demanded from her.

Jyoti told PTI that she
had all proof of her com-
plaint and will make it
public at the right time.

She had filed a mainte-
nance suit against the
actor in a family court on
April 22, on which Pawan
Singh was served a notice
by the court and told to be
present in the hearing on
November 5.

Pawan Singh, 36, is a
Bhojpuri actor and shot to
fame with song “Lollipop
Lagelu” in 2014. He had
earlier married to Neelam
in 2014 and in 2015, she
had committed suicide.

‘BJP trying to buy 20-30
TRS MLAs, topple Govt’

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Sunday alleged that the
BJP was trying to ‘buy’ 20
or 30 MLAs of the ruling
TRS and topple his govern-
ment.

Addressing a poll rally
at bypoll-bound Munugode
Rao segment, Rao referred
to the TRS MLAs case and
said “brokers” from Delhi
came and attempted to
bribe the MLAs by offer-
ing Rs 100 crore each.
However, the legislators,
who are real sons of the

soil, rebuffed the offer.
“You have seen yester-

day. (BJP thinks) KCR is
talking loudly. Let’s see his

(political) end. They have
sent brokers to buy each
MLA for Rs 100 crore.
They wanted to buy 20 or
30 MLAs and topple KCR’s
government and encroach
Telangana so that they can
implement privatisation
as per their will,” Rao al-
leged. His statement
comes a day after three
people who tried to
“poach” four TRS legisla-
tors were arrested and re-
manded to judicial cus-
tody. Rao paraded all the
four legislators in the pub-
lic meeting. Based on a
complaint by P Rohith
Reddy, one of the TRS leg-

islators, cases under rele-
vant sections - criminal
conspiracy, offering bribe
and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 - were filed
against Ramachandra
Bharati alias Satish
Sharma, Nanda Kumar
and Simhayaji Swamy —
on October 26 night.

According to the FIR
copy, Rohith Reddy alleged
that the accused offered
him Rs 100 crore and in re-
turn the legislator had to
leave the TRS and contest
as a BJP candidate in the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions.

EX-SERVICEMEN RALLY

Army personnel perform during an ex-servicemen rally, in Bikaner, Sunday. 

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Commuters wade through a waterlogged road during heavy rain in Kochi, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Seized
 Thane: The Anti-

Narcotics Cell (ANC)
has seized banned
gutka worth Rs 10.16
lakh from a tempo in
Taloja area of Navi
Mumbai and arrested
the vehicle driver, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, the
Navi Mumbai police’s
ANC intercepted the
tempo coming from
Bhiwandi in Thane
district at Dansar toll
plaza in Taloja area of
Maharashtra on
Friday, the police said
in a release.

Mishap
 Aizawl: At least 4 peo-

ple were killed and 18
others injured when a
petrol tanker caught
fire and exploded in
Mizoram’s Aizawl dis-
trict on Saturday
evening, police said.
The incident occurred
at Tuirial village,
about 18 kilometres
east of the state capi-
tal, at around 6 pm
when the tanker was
going to Champhai.

Arrested
 Jajpur: Three minor

boys were arrested on
the charge of raping a 12-
year-old girl and upload-
ing a video they made of
the act on social media
platforms in Odisha’s
Jajpur district, police
said Saturday. The ac-
cused boys, who were in
the age group of 14-17,
and the victim live in the
same village under
Jenapur police station
limits.

Gold 
 Chennai: Over 900 gm

of gold ingots, mobile
phones and foreign
cigarettes have been
seized in two different
incidents at the inter-
national airport here,
said the Customs on
Sunday. In the first in-
cident, the sleuths de-
tected the ingots con-
cealed in a portable
digital video disc
(DVD) writer kept in
the bag of a passenger
who arrived from
Dubai on October 29.

Factory fire
 Dehradun: A fire

broke out on Sunday in
an gooseberry candy
factory located on the
premises of a resort
linked to the Ankita
Bhandari murder case
in Uttarakhand’s
Rishikesh. The incident
took place at 10 am in
the Yamkeshwar area
of Pauri district, offi-
cials said.

Swept away 
 Dehradun: Two men

from Delhi were swept
away by the strong cur-
rent of the River Ganga
near Rishikesh, police
said. The two — Vansh
Kaushal, a resident of
Delhi’s Prashant Vihar
area, and Kumar
Gaurav, a resident of
Chhatarpur area, got
down into the Ganga
after rafting at Neem
Beach area and were
swept away by the strong
current on Saturday, the
police said.

A young supporter 
holding a photograph of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his mother 
welcomes PM Modi 
during his visit to
Vadodara, Sunday.

K Chandrasekhar Rao

Says instigated to
commit suicide

Himanta Biswa Sarma

 In Maan Ki Baat

Brother Brendan MacCarthaigh

Former Tamil Nadu chief minister O. Panneerselvam pays

tribute to freedom fighter Muthuramalinga Thevar on his

birth anniversary, in Madurai, Sunday.

A groom tries on a ‘sherwani’ while shopping for his 
upcoming nuptials during the wedding season, at Badi
Chuapar in Jaipur. 



CAR BOMB ATTACK

People walk amidst destruction at the scene, a day after a double car bomb attack at a busy junction in Mogadishu,
Somalia Sunday, Oct. 30. Somalia’s president says multiple people were killed in Saturday’s attacks and the toll could rise
in the country’s deadliest attack since a truck bombing at the same spot five years ago killed more than 500. 
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Islamabad, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan has
quashed “rumours” that he
is abandoning the long
march to hold talks with the
government, saying no dia-
logue will be held until au-
thorities announced a date
for snap elections.

The long march dubbed
as ‘Haqeeqi Azadi March’
began on Friday.

On its second day on
Saturday, the marchers
failed to reach their prom-
ised destination in Kamoke
where Khan was scheduled
to address his supporters.

The rumours of Khan
abandoning the march
spread after he returned to
Lahore when the long
march reached Kala Shah
Kaku.

His Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party’s
Secretary General Asad
Umar said that their Khan
left for Lahore to attend a
“very important meeting”.

Khan took to Twitter to
quash rumours that a high-
level meeting was being

held in Lahore between PTI
and the government. “For
all those spreading rumours

about my meeting in
Lahore, the reason we re-
turned was because Lahore
was closer and we had al-
ready decided not to move
at night. The only demand I
have had for six months is a
date for early fair and free
elections. That will be the
only demand if talks are to
be held,” Khan, the PTI
chief, tweeted on Saturday.

PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry told Bol News
channel that the move-
ment of protestors was
slow because “thousands
of people” were walking
alongside Khan’s contain-
er.

“No PTI leader is hold-
ing any talks with the gov-
ernment as this task has
been entrusted to
President Arif Alvi. We
will accept the consensus
or solution Dr Alvi finds
out,” he said.

He also said that the
talks would be held with
the powerful establish-
ment and not the govern-

ment and the focus of the
talks would be elections.

“Dialogue will happen
only when the coalition gov-
ernment accepts the de-
mand of snap polls,”
Chaudhry said.

Imran Khan quashes rumours about abandoning long march

London, Oct 30 (AP):

The British government
insisted on Sunday it has
robust cybersecurity for
government officials, after
a newspaper reported that
former Prime Minister Liz
Truss’ phone was hacked
while she was UK foreign
minister.

The Mail on Sunday
said that the hack was dis-
covered when Truss was
running to become
Conservative Party leader
and prime minister in the

summer.
It said the security

breach was kept secret by
then-Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and the head of
the civil service.

The newspaper, citing
unnamed sources, said
Russian spies were sus-
pected of the hack. It said
the hackers gained access
to sensitive information,
including discussions
about the Ukraine war
with foreign officials, as
well as private conversa-
tions between Truss and a

political ally, former
Treasury chief Kwasi
Kwarteng.

The UK government
spokesperson declined to
comment on security
arrangements, but said it
had “robust systems in
place to protect against
cyber threats,” including
regular security briefings
for ministers.

Opposition parties de-
manded an independent
investigation into the
hack, and into the leak of
the information to a news-

paper.
“Was Liz Truss’s phone

hacked by Russia, was
there a news blackout and
if so why?” said Liberal
Democrat foreign affairs
spokesperson Layla
Moran.

“If it turns out this in-
formation was withheld
from the public to protect
Liz Truss’ leadership bid,
that would be unforgiv-
able.”

Labour Party law-and-
order spokesperson Yvette
Cooper said “the story

raises issues around cy-
bersecurity.”

“It’s why cybersecurity
has to be taken so serious-
ly by everyone across gov-
ernment, the role of hos-
tile states,” she told Sky
News.

“But also the allegations
about whether a Cabinet
minister has been using a
personal phone for serious
government business, and
serious questions about
why this information or
this story has been leaked
or briefed right now.”

UK politicians demand probe into Liz Truss phone hack claim

Washington, Oct 30 (PTI):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken held a
telephonic conversation
with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
and discussed the ongoing
Ukraine war, counterter-
rorism and other regional
and global issues.

Jaishankar thanked
Blinken for his “strong
and clear message” on
counter-terrorism as well
as his call for holding
those responsible for the
26/11 Mumbai attacks ac-
countable. The two lead-
ers spoke on Saturday.

“The two discussed re-
gional and global issues,
including counterterror-
ism cooperation and

Russia’s continuing ag-
gression against
Ukraine,” Ned Price,
spokesperson of the State
Department said in a
readout of the call on
Saturday.

“Good to speak to US
Secretary of State
@SecBlinken. Thanked
him for his strong and
clear message yesterday
on counter-terrorism and
26/11 accountability.
Discussed the Ukraine
conflict and other region-
al issues,” Jaishankar
tweeted on Saturday.

Blinken, while address-
ing an informal session of
the UN Security Council’s
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee (CTC) in
Mumbai via video mes-
sage on Friday, said allow-
ing the architects of the
Mumbai attacks to go un-
punished will send wrong
message. “We have a re-
sponsibility to the victims
and to people everywhere
to bring to justice the per-
petrators of the Mumbai
attacks, including their
masterminds,” Blinken
added.

Blinken speaks to EAM 
Jaishankar; discuss Ukraine war

Seoul, Oct 30 (AP):

Concerned relatives
raced to hospitals in
search of their loved ones
Sunday as South Korea
mourned the deaths of at
least 151 people, mostly in
their teens and 20s, who
got trapped and crushed
after a huge Halloween
party crowd surged into a
narrow alley in a nightlife
district in Seoul.

Tens of thousands of
people were believed to
have gathered in Itaewon
for festivities on Saturday
night.

Witnesses say the
streets were so densely
clogged with people and
slow-moving vehicles that
it was practically impossi-
ble for emergency workers
and ambulances to reach
the alley near Hamilton
Hotel, as the situation
quickly developed into one
of the country’s worst dis-
asters in years.

Officials say the death
toll could grow as 19 peo-
ple among the 82 being
treated for injuries are in
critical condition.

Seoul’s city government
said more than 2,000 peo-
ple have called a city office
in nearby Hannam-dong
as of midday Saturday, re-

porting their relatives as
out of contact and asking
officials to confirm
whether they were among
those injured or dead after
the crush.

The dead included 19
foreigners, said Choi
Seong-beom, chief of
Seoul’s Yongsan fire de-
partment. Their nationali-
ties weren’t immediately
released.

An estimated 100,000
people had gathered in
Itaewon for the country’s
biggest outdoor Halloween
festivities since the pan-
demic began and strict
rules on gatherings were
enforced. The South
Korean government eased
COVID-19 restrictions in
recent months and this
was the first big chance to
get out and party for many
young people. While
Halloween isn’t a tradi-
tional holiday in South
Korea, where children
rarely go trick-or-treating,

it’s still a major attraction
for young adults, and cos-
tume parties at bars and
clubs have become hugely
popular in recent years.

Itaewon, near where the
former headquarters of
US military forces in
South Korea operated be-
fore moving out of the cap-
ital in 2018, is an expat-
friendly district known for
its trendy bars, clubs and
restaurants and it’s the
city’s marquee Halloween
destination.

Officials initially said
150 people were injured as
of Sunday morning before
later lowering their tally.
National Fire Agency offi-
cials didn’t immediately
explain why the tally was
reduced but said emer-
gency workers would have
had a more accurate idea
of the casualties as rescue
operations proceeded and
that some of the injured
would have been convert-
ed to deaths.

SK in shock, grief as 151 die in Halloween crowd surge

Washington, Oct 30 (PTI):

The US wants to make
sure that it is partnering
with India in its defence
modernisation plans and
to better enable it to play a
“broader stabilising role”
in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region, according
to a senior Pentagon offi-
cial. The Biden adminis-
tration has taken several
steps to strengthen the
India-US defence relation-
ship since it assumed
power in January 2021.

“As India is taking a look
at how it accelerates its
own defence modernisa-
tion, in order to expand the
role that it already plays as
what I would describe as a
net security provider in
the Indian Ocean region,
but more broadly in the
Indo-Pacific, the United
States wants to make sure

that we are partnering
with India to better enable
it to play that broader sta-
bilising role in the region,”
the senior defence official
told PTI on Saturday.

“We have been very fo-
cused on ways that we are
advancing interoperability
between the US and the
Indian military,” the offi-
cial from the Pentagon
said on condition of
anonymity.

“Obviously, the signa-
ture initiative I would
highlight here is the tri-
service exercise that we
have between, which from
our view is better equip-
ping both of our militaries
to be prepared for the
kinds of challenges we will
face in the future, which
will require joint respons-
es on both sides,” the offi-
cial said. The official, how-
ever, refrained from de-

scribing the kind of re-
sponses that the two coun-
tries would have to their
common challenges,
amidst China’s aggressive
posturing in the Indo-
Pacific. The militaries of
the two countries have co-
ordinated in the past dur-
ing several natural disas-
ters. “A lot of the exercises
we’re talking about are re-
ally focused on a lot of the
disasters and other kinds
of crises that we would see
happening all of the time
in the Indo-Pacific region,”
the official said.

“In addition, as we oper-
ate operationally, we are
looking at what we do to-
gether in emerging techno-
logical domains, which I
think we both recognise
are increasingly important
to the modern way of war-
fare,” said the senior 
official.

‘US partnering with India to enable it play
‘broader stabilising role’ in Indo-Pacific’

Kyiv, Oct 30 (AP):

US President Joe Biden
warned that global hunger
could increase because of
Russia’s suspension of a
UN-brokered deal to allow
safe passage for ships car-
rying Ukrainian grain.

“It’s really outrageous,”
said Biden speaking in
Wilmington, Delaware, on
Saturday. “There’s no
merit to what they’re
doing. The UN negotiated
that deal and that should
be the end of it.”

Biden spoke hours after
Russia announced it
would immediately halt
participation in the agree-
ment, alleging that
Ukraine staged a drone at-
tack Saturday against
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet
ships off the coast of occu-
pied Crimea. Ukraine has
denied the attack.

The grain initiative has
allowed more than 9 mil-
lion tons of grain in 397
ships to safely leave
Ukrainian ports since it
was signed in July. It was
to be renewed in late
November. The grain
agreement has succeeded

in bringing down global
food prices, which have
fallen by approximately 15
per cent from their peak in
March, according to the
United Nations.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
called the decision pre-
dictable and said Russia
has been deliberately ag-
gravating the food crisis
since September.
Currently, some 176 ships
loaded with grain are pre-
vented from sailing from

Ukraine’s ports, he said.
“This is food for more

than 7 million consumers.
Why is it that some hand-
ful of people somewhere
in the Kremlin can decide
whether there will be food
on the tables of people in
Egypt or Bangladesh?” he
said in his nightly address
to the nation Saturday.

Russia’s action is facing
international condemna-
tion. European Union for-
eign policy chief Josep
Borrell urged Russia to re-

verse its decision, in a
tweet Sunday.

Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for the UN sec-
retary general, said the
world body is in touch
with Russian authorities
and it is vital all parties re-
frain from any action that
would impede the grain
initiative.

Russia had been setting
conditions to withdraw
from the deal for some
time, the Institute for the
Study of War, a
Washington think tank
said. Even if Ukraine did
order the attack on
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, it
would have been propor-
tionate to Russia’s bomb-
ing campaign on
Ukrainian civilian targets
and infrastructure in re-
cent weeks, it added.
Earlier this month,
Moscow intensified its
missile and drone strikes
on Ukraine’s power sta-
tions, waterworks and
other key infrastructure,
damaging 40 per cent of
Ukraine’s electric system
and forcing the govern-
ment to implement rolling
blackouts.

Global concern on Russia’s 
suspension of Ukraine grain deal

US President Joe Biden (C) poses for a photo with a child
as he departs Saint Joseph on the Brandywine Roman
Catholic Church after attending Mass in Wilmington,
Delaware.

South Korea’s South Korea’s President Yoon Suk-yeol
(front 2nd L) visits the scene of a Halloween stampede in
the capital’s popular Itaewon district, in Seoul on October
30. At least 151 people were killed and scores more were
injured in a stampede at a packed Halloween event in 
central Seoul late on October 29, officials said, in one of
South Korea’s worst peacetime accidents.

Former Pakistan prime minister Imran Khan (C) addresses
his supporters during an anti-government long march 
towards Islamabad to demand early elections, in Lahore.
Khan launched a so-called “long march” on October 28 in
the capital Islamabad to demand early elections, piling
pressure on a government already in crisis.
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Will bridge 
gender gap

BCCI’s landmark de-
cision with regard to
gender pay parity for in-
ternational cricket
matches deserves un-
stinted appreciation
and adulation. The dif-
ference in the earnings
of male and female
cricketers is staggering-
ly unfair. The decision
will help bridge the gen-
der gap considerably
and inspire more girls
with latent talent to join
professional cricket.
Such incentives will
equip our cricket team
with more talented and
dedicated players, en-
hancing our competi-
tive mettle and prowess.

Roshan Lal Goel,
by mail

Attempt to 
sow fear

Terrorists resorting
to killing Kashmiri
Pandits, non-Kashmiri
Hindus and Muslims
and even security per-
sonnel shows a concert-
ed attempt to sow fear
among residents of
Kashmir and challenge
the efforts to attain nor-
malcy since the nullifi-
cation of Article 370.
Targeted killings are
difficult to prevent as
security personnel have
no way of knowing who
will be the next target of
militants. This is in con-
trast to bigger terror op-
erations that can be
tracked through effec-
tive intelligence gather-
ing. Earlier, Kashmiri
Muslim civilians were
targeted, but in recent
months there has been
a clear attempt to ter-
rorise Kashmiri
Pandits and
Hindus/Sikhs in J&K.
Their objective is to
give a clear message to
these minorities that
they are not welcome in
the Valley.

EL Singh, By mail

Bring in private
players

Contrary to the tall
claim by Punjab state
officials, incidents of
straw burning have sur-
passed last year’s fig-
ures with paddy harvest
likely to peak in most of
the areas under cultiva-
tion. The state govern-
ment’s soft approach
against farmers in such
cases has sent wrong
signals and deflated all
means and measures
taken by the govern-
ment, including equip-
ment subsidy, to contain
farm fires. Time has
come to hand over stub-
ble management to pri-
vate players. This will
not only help the gov-
ernment in contain-
ment of farm fires, but
will also give monetary
benefit to farmers by
selling stubble residue
to private firms.

Anil Vinayak,
Amritsar
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Devotees perform rituals during Chhath Puja festivities, at the bank of the Ganga river, in Patna, Sunday, Oct. 30.

CHHATH PUJA FESTIVITIES

D elhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has created a political flutter
with his appeal to incorporate images of Goddess Lakshmi and

Lord Ganesha on currency notes. He has written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra  Modi  pushing  forward  the demand, noting that
since the Indian economy  was  not  in  good  shape,  the country needed
a lot of effort to get the economy back on track along with the "blessings
of our gods and goddesses". It's a wish of 130 crore Indians that there
should a picture of Mahatma Gandhi on one side of currency notes and
the photos of Lord Ganesha and Goddess Lakshmi on the other side, he
wrote to PM Modi, claiming "tremendous support" he has received on
this issue. There is massive enthusiasm among the people and everyone
wants this to be implemented immediately, Kejriwal asserted, adding
that the country will progress only with a confluence of correct policy,
hard work and blessings of  the gods.The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) con-
vener said in the letter that Indian economy is passing through a very bad
phase and India and is listed among developing countries despite 75
years of Independence. Citing Indonesia's example, Kejriwal said, “If
Indonesia can do it; choose Ganesh Ji, so can we... Indonesia is a Muslim
country. There are 85 per cent Muslims and only 2 per cent Hindus, but
there is a picture of Shri Ganesh ji on the currency." Indonesia has a
20,000 rupiah note on which Lord Ganesha is inscribed. It is the only
country to have Lord Ganesha on a currency note. But, with his unusual
appeal, Kejriwal soon found himself in the midst of a big controversy with
his political opponent straining their guns at him. Quick to react, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has described  Kejriwal's  demand  as  an
unsuccessful attempt to hide the "anti-Hindu face" of his party in poll-
bound Gujarat and  Himachal  Pradesh.  The amajwadi Party has accused
Kejriwal of championing RSS and BJP agenda by his advocating of  gods'
pictures on Indian banknotes. Senior Congress leader and Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel too slammed his Delhi counterpart for de-
manding images of Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Ganesh on currency notes
and dubbed his statement as a tactic to garner votes. Delhi Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia, however, backed Kejriwal's appeal to print photos of
Hindu deities on currency notes for prosperity. Lakshmi, the Goddess of
wealth, and Ganesh, the remover of obstacles, are worshipped on Diwali
to usher prosperity. With an election season ahead, political parties too
need heavenly blessings for success.

I t is widely known that
the aquarium industry

is currently worth around 15
billion dollars
worldwide.Thousands of new
fish keepers discover the natu-
ral wonder of aquariums each
year.The trade arose globally
in the 1930's, and has been
growing since. Despite being a
relatively new market, the
aquarium trade is an expand-
ing market globally. Millions
of marine fishes and inverte-
brates are removed from coral
reefs and associated habitats
each year. The capture and
marketing of live reef species
provides a significant income
source in remote communi-
ties. Fishery trade plays an
important role in the econo-
my of many Asian, African
and other low-income coun-
tries. The majority are im-
ported into the United States,
the remainder sent to Europe,
Japan, and a handful of other
countries. Nearly half the
world aquarium fish market
is in the United States.

After the Second World War,
trade in tropical ornamental
fish increased significantly,
and it was common practice
to collect fish directly at the
source to be sold for ornamen-
tal purposes. Since the late
1950s, the ornamental fish
trade has undergone major
changes. Some countries in
Southeast Asia (Singapore,
Thailand, Hong Kong and
Indonesia) have a highly de-
veloped ornamental fish
breeding industry, and more
than 90% of freshwater orna-
mental fish are now bred in

captivity. The major exporters
of ornamental fish are Asian
countries, the United States of
America (Hawaii), the
Netherlands, Germany and
some Central and Eastern
European countries (Czech
Republic and Russia). The or-
namental fish category in-
cludes tropical fish, goldfish,
koi and may other marine
aquatic fishes.Marine orna-
mental species have greater
potential for export trade be-
cause of their most exquisite
colours and attention-grab-
bing behaviour.

Ornamental fish trade is a
multibillion-dollar industry
in which approximately more
than 125 countries involve the
trade. It has been estimated
that approximately one bil-
lion ornamental fish are com-
mercialized every year with a
value in the order of US $6 bil-
lion dollars. The European
Union as a whole is the
world’s largest market for or-
namental fish, but the United
States (US) is the leading pro-
ducer of ornamental
fish.Major markets are still in
North America and Europe,
with emerging markets in
Brazil, China, and India.
Globally, over 46,000,000 aquat-
ic organisms are traded annu-
ally in the ornamental fish
trade.Trade in fish involves
more than 2500 species, more
than 60% of which are fresh-
water-born. Developing coun-
tries are the major producers
and suppliers in the world
supplying more than 60% of
the ornamental fish.
Currently about 280 exotic

species and about 100 indige-
nous species of ornamental
fish are being produced and
traded. Although exact num-
bers on the decorative fish in-
dustry’s worth and commerce
are unavailable, the value of
ornamental fish and inverte-
brates imported into various
countries globally is estimat-
ed to be over $278 million US
dollars.

According to pet industry
surveys, the aquarium market
is valued at about 1,000 mil-
lion dollars. The marine orna-
mental fish trade is operated
from South-East countries
Philippines, Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, Maldives and major
pacific Island countries like
Solomon Island, Australia,
Fiji and Palau. These coun-
tries together supply more
than 98% of the total marine
ornamental fishes involved in
trade. Singapore serves as the
largest worldwide center and
clearinghouse for the import,
and export of both fresh and
marine ornamental fish.
Global trade in marine orna-
mental species includes nu-
merous countries; however,
80% of the trade involves ex-
ports from the Philippines
and Indonesia to the USA. The
worldwide import value of
marine ornamentals is esti-
mated at US$ 200–330 million
annually. Major markets are
still in North America and
Europe, with emerging mar-
kets in Brazil, China, and
India. Millions of saltwater
fish are caught in Indonesia
and other countries to fill
aquariums around the
world.An estimated 30 million
fish and other creatures are
caught annually to supply the
home aquarium market, tak-
ing a toll on some reef ecosys-
tems.

Europe is the region with
the largest share of the global
reef aquarium market rev-
enue, at 32.2% in 2020.In 2020,
the world exports of "Live or-
namental fish" exceeded $322
million (according to external
trade statistics of 71 coun-

tries). It was $323 million in
the previous year (according
to merchandise trade statis-
tics of 73 countries). The
value of live ornamental fish
trade (exports and imports)
was $330 million globally in
2020.Japan exported the most
live ornamental fish of all
countries, exporting 13.1% of
the global total, valued at $43.2
million in 2020.The United
States of America imported
the most live ornamental fish
of all countries, importing
19.3% of the global total, val-
ued at $63.7 million in 2020.
The world's largest exporters
of Live ornamental fish in
2020 are Japan, Spain,
Singapore, Indonesia and
Netherlands and the world’s
largest importers of this
group are USA, China, UK,
Germany and Japan.The or-
namental fish market size was
valued at USD 5.4 billion in
2021 and is anticipated to ex-
pand at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 8.5%
from 2022 to 2030. The top 5
countries exporting the most
live ornamental fish are
Japan (13.1%), Indonesia
(11.7%), Singapore (10.2%),
Netherlands (6.65%),
Thailand (6.64%).

The market for aquarium
fish is expected to grow signif-
icantly between 2022 and 2028,
over the projected period.The
market for aquarium fish is
expected to grow significantly
between 2022 and 2028, over
the projected period. In South
America, 85% of ornamental
fish are exported from priori-
ty regions, including the
Amazon and Orinoco rivers in
Brazil, Colombia and Peru.
Global aquaculture market
will reach $411.04 billion by
2030, growing by 5.6% annual-
ly over 2020-2030 considering
the impact of COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to the ex-
perts.Therefore, the global or-
namental fish market is ex-
panding as a result of the
growing use of ornamental
fish in commercial, residen-
tial, and other industries.

Pranay Dhar Diwan 

A mbitious dream of
egalitarian society

sparked into eyes of our con-
stitutional forefathers. A so-
ciety with immense social &
educational inequality has to
be brought out from the evils
of mass illiteracy, social in-
justice & unemployment.
Idea of affirmative action got
its legitimacy from the age
long disparities prevalent
within social structure.
Special provisions imbibed
into our constitution outline
a proportionate balance be-
tween competition & affirma-
tive action.

In late eighties & early nin-
ties populist pressure started
to propound reservation in

proportion to categorical pop-
ulation. Bunch of petitions
moved toward apex court &
finally in Indra Sahney vs
Union of India competitive
ceiling acquired a consolidat-
ed ground. Instead of the
writ order many states
brought special statutes to at-
tain populist mileage for cate-
gorical mobilisation which
suffers from jurisprudential
defect & social injustice.

Now let us try to conceive
how the affirmative action
policy works. Reservation not
only appears at services it
starts from school education
and extends upto promotions.
Keeping political reservation
aside if we observe the entire
competitive process vacan-
cies meant for unreserved cat-

egory invites every meritori-
ous student from reserved
categories as well. When it
comes to vacancies for state
cadre even backward classes
from other states participate
into open competition pool
i.e. UR vacancies.

If we overlook this legiti-
mate balance it not only con-
stitutes a regionalist bias
with in services at the same
time it hurts the federal na-
ture of union polity. A society
whose constitutional founda-
tion rests upon democratic
socialism if opts for reserva-
tion within categorical pro-
portion fails it's very exis-
tence. Later or sooner it over-
rides commitment shown by
constituent assembly & tends
to transform into caste based

political mobilisation. Apart
from that if we contracts
competitive ceiling it also
fails our educational system
which attempts to build stu-
dent mass for a competent so-
cial order.

Services are the bedrock of
welfare state. It strives for
policy planning, implementa-
tion & monitoring. In age of
globalisation we not only en-
tered in a post COVID era we
also breath in an era where
competition act & competi-
tion commision exists.
Through competitive process
we try to consolidate, organ-
ise & train meritorious
minds from our democratic
society. Contracting this com-
petitive pool will demoralise
the development of meritori-

ous minds. While discussing
this sensitive issue we should
not undermine Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar. Dr
Ambedkar never got any
reservation. His own struggle
was struggle for merit as-
cending through competition
within critically limited re-
sources. In a recent writ
order Chhattisgarh High
Court reaffirmed the compet-
itive ceiling for a larger good.
Most of the political parties
have tried to put the onus of
verdict upon other. This very
hour give us a call to under-
stand the depth of judicious
learnings in this regard.
(Writer is UGC NET (JMC),

Policy Research, Former
Lecturer, Kalyan College

Bhilai (C.G.) 

Competitive Ceiling & Subtle Connotations

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

H.W. Long fellow said that - “Lives of great men all remind us, we 
can make our lives sublime, And, departing, leave behind

us, Footprints in the sands of time”. On October 31st we will be celebrat-
ing the 147th Birth anniversary of Iron man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Today, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is a historical figure who moves us to
tears but it seems India has forgotten this precious stone because
today’s young generation of India only knows him as a freedom fighter.
The younger generation has little understanding of the Sardar’s monu-
mental contribution in stitching together a united India from disparate
princely States. Though Sardar Patel’s contribution in bringing the na-
tion together was great,his memories are fading away gradually and
thus he has become a silent icon. Sardar Patel was a great political
leader with exemplary qualities. Straightforward and outspoken, his
commitment to secular India was true and well-defined. Blessed with
extraordinary qualities of courage, integrity and an iron determination,
Patel played an important role in the freedom movement. He was, thus,
able to win their unstinted support in the endeavor of nation building.
The genuine qualities of leadership he had shown as leader of
Satyagraha, flowered in greater way in the administration of the coun-
try, maintenance of law and order and ensuring stability of the country
and making it invulnerable.  Here, I would like to point out that if our
country is such a well built & multifarious, then one can carefullyguess
that Sardar Patel is the chief engineer for it.He emerged an astute
leader and a perceptive statesman acknowledged as the ‘Iron Man’ and
a founder of modern India. As a nation-builder, he was a key leader in
the framing of the Constitution, consolidated the nascent state by inte-
grating the Princely states and reorganising the bureaucracy. His efforts
to change the Hindu religion and protect the people of other faiths re-
flected his longing for the right to religion. He was a person of independ-
ent nature who brought together the farmers and encouraged them and
hence got the title of 'Sardar'. The British government considered him
as a threat and his lectures were considered anti-government and he
was imprisoned several times. In 1942, he took part in the Quit India
Movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. With great wis-
dom and political foresight, he strengthened the small kingdoms. There
were a lot of problems connected with the reunion of the copious states
into India. The impact of Gandhiji's personality on Patel was tremendous
which gave him a new mission in life.  Sardar Patel's unrelenting efforts
towards the unity of the country brought success.   A man of iron will
and absolute fearlessnessintegrated 553 princely Indian States into the
Indian Union.Due to the achievement of this massive task, Sardar Patel
got the title of 'Iron Man'. ‘He is one of the prestigious leaders of the
world who became immortal by uniting a scattered nation without any
bloodshed. He took over as the nascent nation's Home Minister at a very
crucial juncture in history and devoted himself whole heartedly to en-
sure that the country which was already partitioned remained intact and
united. As soon as he came in contact with the Mahatma he decided to
discard his foreign clothes and follow the rules of Satyagraha as laid
down by Gandhiji. He showed a genuine interest in the welfare of his
companions, by constantly enquiring about their needs and problems
and helping them as best he could. I would like to quote one incident of
Gujarat. When Hindus and Muslims rioted in Ahmedabad in 1941, Patel
was in jail. On his release from jail he told Gujaratis that on his release:
“The wounds that were inflicted on me, deep down within me, when I
heard of what took place during the riots in this city, have still not
healed. If even 10 had been bold enough to stand up to the miscreants,
this would not have happened. In future, do not ever run away. Put up
the defence. Face your enemy with a superior force: Gandhiji’s path of
non-violence.” Today,  ourcountry frantically needs a leader like Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, who was not just an inspiration but was also a hope
for our country.  It is crystal clear that a person who has high moral stan-
dards is bound to take decisions, which are also in the public interest. As
it is rightly said in Bhagwad Geeta that this mortal frame is perishable
but the spirit within it is never dead so when we say that Sardar Patel
was dead in 1950, we simply mean that he was physically dead but he is
spiritually alive and his spirit must not be dead.With the statement of
our PM Shri Narendra Modi, I would conclude that “Through his skill, vi-
sion and patriotism Sardar Patel integrated the nation. We can never
forget his contribution in uniting free India.” It is hard to find a leader
like him who dedicated himself to the service of the nation and its peo-
ple.Let us hope we find a determined leader like him with depth and vi-
sion. Following up the footsteps of Sardar Vallabh bhai Patel to inculcate
integrity in Public life, let us remember him with veneration and bow to
him. Let us imitate his admirable qualities.

Legacy of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Ornamental fish trade - A flourishing industry

Lakshmi-Ganesh blessings
on banknotes

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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BRIEF

Bike sales decline
Amaravati: The
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is in a
quandary with sale of
motorbikes plummet-
ing by 6.52 per cent in
the first half of the
2022-23 financial year
in the state when the
national average
recorded positive
growth during the
same period. AP is the
only state in the coun-
try that has shown neg-
ative growth in this
segment, leaving
everyone concerned
baffled over the situa-
tion. Two-wheeler
sales grew by 26.05 per
cent across the country
in the first half of this
financial year, com-
pared to the correspon-
ding period last year,
official data showed.

Reliance Cap
resolution enters
final stage

New Delhi: Suitors
have raised concerns
over the bidding
process, including the
introduction of 'chal-
lenge mechanism', as
the resolution process
of debt-ridden Reliance
Capital Ltd (RCL) en-
ters the final stage.
According to sources,
the decision of the
Committee of
Creditors (CoC) to in-
troduce a new clause
'Challenge Mechanism'
in the bidding process
has upset the bidders.
The 'Challenge
Mechanism' gives
lenders the power to
oppose any resolution
plan as and when they
want. Bidders have
raised concerns about
the introduction of this
new clause at this late
stage of the bidding
process, sources said,
adding there was no
mention of this mecha-
nism in the Request for
Resolution Plan
(RFRP) document.

Bima Sugam
New Delhi:

Insurance regulator
IRDAI is working on
Bima Sugam, which
will act as a game
changer in the insur-
ance sector by provid-
ing a one-stop plat-
form for multiple
services including the
sale of policy, renewal,
and settlement of
claims. This tech-led
portal will help in ex-
panding insurance
penetration in the
country by ensuring a
hassle-free experience
for customers across
the country. Insurance
Regulatory and
Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) chairman
Debasish Panda in an
interview with PTI
said Bima Sugam
should be a UPI mo-
ment for the insur-
ance industry.

DCX Systems
New Delhi: DCX
Systems, manufactur-
er of cables and wire
harness assemblies,
on Friday said it has
raised Rs 225 crore
from anchor investors
days ahead of its ini-
tial public offering
(IPO). The company
has decided to allocate
over 1.08 crore equity
shares to anchor in-
vestors at Rs 207
apiece, aggregating
the transaction size to
Rs 225 crore, accord-
ing to a circular up-
loaded on BSE web-
site. HDFC Mutual
Fund, Motilal Oswal
Mutual Fund and
BNP Paribas
Arbitrage are among
the anchor investors.
The company has cut
the size of its fresh
issue of equity shares
to Rs 400 crore from Rs
500 crore planned ear-
lier.

EMPLOYEES AT WORK

Employees work at a chicory processing factory in Fins, northern France. Suffocated
by soaring energy prices, nearly a third of France's 400 chicory producers are due to
sign their future contracts with suppliers before October 31 but the proposed tariffs
are jeopardising their business.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Richest Asian Gautam
Adani's group will invest
over USD 150 billion
across businesses ranging
from green energy to data
centres to airports and
healthcare as it chases the
dream to join the elite
global club of companies
with USD 1 trillion valua-
tions.

On October 10, Adani
Group Chief Financial
Officer Jugeshinder
'Robbie' Singh detailed the
growth plans of the group,
which started off as a trad-
er in 1988 and expanded
rapidly into ports, air-
ports, roads, power, renew-
able energy, power trans-
mission, gas distribution
and FMCG and more re-
cently into data centres,
airports, petrochemicals,
cement and media, at an
investor meet organised

by Ventura Securities Ltd
in New Delhi.

The group plans to in-
vest USD 50-70 billion in
green hydrogen business
and another USD 23 billion
in green energy over the
next 5-10 years, he said. It
will invest USD 7 billion in
electricity transmission,
USD 12 billion in transport
utility and USD 5 billion in
the road sector.

Its foray into data centre
business with cloud serv-
ices would entail an invest-

ment of USD 6.5 billion in
partnership with Edge
ConneX and another USD
9-10 billion is planned for
airports, where it is al-
ready the largest private
operator. Its foray into the
cement sector with the ac-
quisition of ACC and
Ambuja cement entailed
USD 10 billion investment.

It is foraying into the
petrochemical business
with plans to set up a 1 mil-
lion tonnes per annum
PVC manufacturing facili-

ty at an investment of USD
2 billion and would enter
the copper sector with a
0.5 million tonnes a year
smelter at an investment
of USD 1 billion, he said.

The healthcare sector
foray that will include in-
surance, hospitals and di-
agnostic and pharma
would see an investment of
USD 7-10 billion, with
some coming from Adani
Foundation.

"Whatever you see today,
it might look like it has
just happened in the last
one or two years, but in re-
ality what we have done,
both GSA (Gautam
Shantilal Adani) and my-
self discussed this in
2015," Singh said at the in-
vestor meeting adding the
conglomerate is a result of
a well-thought-out busi-
ness plan that entailed for-
aying into adjacencies of
existing business.

Adani group to invest USD 150 bn in
pursuit of USD 1 trillion valuation

Chief Financial Officer Jugeshinder 'Robbie' Singh

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) member countries
are expected to start nego-
tiations for a free trade
agreement next month
with an aim to boost eco-
nomic ties between the
two regions, an official
said.

GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion -- Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain.

"Terms of reference for
the agreement are being fi-
nalised and we expect to
launch the negotiations
next month," the official
said. India has already im-
plemented a free trade
pact with the UAE in May
this year.

According to experts,
the GCC region holds huge
trade potential and a trade
agreement would help in
further boosting India's

exports to that market.
Rakesh Mohan Joshi,

Director, Indian Institute
of Plantation
Management, Bangalore,
said the GCC market is un-
exploited by domestic ex-
porters and it holds huge
potential.

"GCC is a major import
dependent region. We can
increase our exports of
food items, clothing and
several other goods. Duty
concessions under a trade
agreement will help in tap-
ping that market. It will be
a win-win situation for
both sides," Joshi said.

Mumbai-based exporter
and founder chairman of
Techno-craft Industries
India, Sharad Kumar
Saraf said the GCC has
emerged as a major trad-
ing partner for India and
there is huge potential for
increasing investments be-
tween the two regions.
"FTA will have a major
benefit for both the sides,"

Saraf said. Sharing simi-
lar views, Federation of
Indian Exports
Organisation (FIEO) Vice
Chairman Khalid Khan
said sectors like chemi-
cals, textiles, gems and
jewellery and leather will
get a major impetus by
this agreement. India im-
ports predominately crude
oil and natural gas from
the Gulf nations like
Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
and exports pearls, pre-
cious and semi-precious
stones; metals; imitation
jewellery; electrical ma-
chinery; iron and steel;
and chemicals to these
countries. India's exports
to the GCC increased by
58.26 per cent to about USD
44 billion in 2021-22
against USD 27.8 billion in
2020-21, according to data
of the commerce ministry.

The share of these six
countries in India's total
exports has risen to 10.4
per cent in 2021-22 from

9.51 per cent in 2020-21.
Similarly, imports rose by
85.8 per cent to USD 110.73
billion compared to USD
59.6 billion in 2020-21, the
data showed. The share of
GCC members in India's
total imports rose to 18 per
cent in 2021-22 from 15.5
per cent in 2020-21.
Bilateral trade has in-
creased to USD 154.73 bil-
lion in 2021-22 from USD
87.4 billion in 2020-21.
Besides trade, Gulf na-
tions are host to a sizeable
Indian population. Out of
about 32 million non-resi-
dent Indians (NRIs), near-
ly half are estimated to be
working in Gulf countries.
These NRIs send a signifi-
cant amount of money
back home. According to a
November 2021 report of
the World Bank, India got
USD 87 billion in foreign
remittances in 2021. Of
this, a sizeable portion
came from the GCC na-
tions.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Nine of the 10 most valued
domestic firms together added
Rs 90,318.74 crore in market
valuation last week amid a pos-
itive trend in equities, with
Reliance Industries emerging
as the biggest winner.
Last week, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex climbed
652.7 points or 1.10 per cent.
Markets had a special one-hour
Muhurat trading session on
Monday to mark the beginning
of Hindu Samvat year 2079.
Stock markets were closed on
Wednesday for 'Diwali
Balipratipada'.
Barring Hindustan Unilever,
rest nine companies witnessed
addition in their market valua-
tion, including Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
HDFC Bank, Infosys and State
Bank of India (SBI). The market
valuation of Reliance Industries
rallied Rs 36,566.82 crore to
reach Rs 17,08,932.42 crore.
The market capitalisation

(mcap) of HDFC Bank advanced
Rs 11,195.61 crore to Rs
8,12,378.52 crore. Bharti
Airtel's market valuation
jumped Rs 10,792.67 crore to
Rs 4,54,404.76 crore and that of
SBI climbed Rs 8,879.98 crore
to Rs 5,09,372.21 crore. TCS
added Rs 8,617.06 crore, taking
its valuation to Rs 11,57,339.65
crore. The mcap of HDFC
surged Rs 8,214.27 crore to Rs
4,36,240.27 crore and that of
Infosys zoomed Rs 5,259.92
crore to Rs 6,36,476.13 crore.
ICICI Bank's valuation climbed
Rs 568.37 crore to Rs
6,32,832.76 crore and that of
ITC Rs 224.04 crore to Rs
4,28,677.66 crore. However, the
market valuation of Hindustan
Unilever tanked Rs 30,509.44
crore to stand at Rs 5,93,318.79
crore. Reliance Industries
remained the most valued firm
in terms of market capitalisa-
tion, followed by TCS, HDFC
Bank, Infosys, ICICI Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, SBI, Airtel,
HDFC and ITC.

Nine of top-10 firms add
Rs 90,319 cr in market

valuation; RIL leads pack

India, GCC group likely to start free
trade pact negotiations next month

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
is recalling 9,925 units of
its three models, Wagon R,
Celerio and Ignis, to recti-
fy a possible defect in rear
brake assembly pin, ac-
cording to a regulatory fil-
ing by the company.

The affected vehicles are
manufactured between
August 3 and September 1,
2022.

"It is suspected that
there is a possible defect in
the rear brake assembly
pin ('Part'), which in a cer-
tain case, may break and
cause a peculiar noise.
There may be a possibility
of impact on brake per-

formance in the long run,"
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
said in a filing on BSE.

Considering the safety
of customers and out of
abundant precaution, the
company has decided to
recall the suspected vehi-
cles for inspection and re-
placement of the faulty

part, free of cost, it added.
Parts for replacement

are being arranged and
authorised workshops
shall be contacting the cus-
tomers for attending their
vehicles, the company said
adding "necessary repair,
if required, will be under-
taken post inspection".

Maruti Suzuki recalls 9,925 units
3 models to rectify possible defect

in brake assembly

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (PTI):

The valuation of the start-
up ecosystem in the country
is nearly Rs three lakh
crore, Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.

"...the fact that we are
probably 110-plus unicorns,
about 75 or so soonicorns
which are on their way to
become unicorns, is truly a
remarkable achievement.
The last time we did a valua-
tion of our startup ecosys-
tem, it came to about USD
368 billion, that's nearly
three lakh crore rupees," he
said. Goyal said there are
over 80,000 startups in the
country registered with the
Industry Ministry.

"We have about over a mil-
lion people directly engaged

by them. Must be many mil-
lion more who are indirectly
involved in the entire start-
up ecosystem. Over a 110
unicorns," he said. He spoke
about the various initiatives
taken by the government to
promote the startups.

The government is also
strengthening the patent of-
fices and everything is going
to be online, he said.

He was replying to a
query on what is being done
to boost the startup ecosys-
tem, among others.

Mumbai, Oct 30 (PTI):

With the country mov-
ing towards clean fuels,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday
urged IITians to focus
their research on the use
of biotechnology for the
production of bio-CNG,
bio-LNG and green hydro-
gen from biomass.

Green hydrogen will be
used in various industries
like chemicals, fertilizers,
and also in the transporta-
tion sector in the future,
Gadkari said, urging the
young engineering man-
power of the country to do
research on manufactur-
ing green hydrogen from
electrolysis of sewage

water and bio-digestion of
organic wastes.

This will also help mu-
nicipalities of the country
in implementing the
'Swachh Bharat Mission'
along with value-addition
in the form of waste to
wealth, the minister said
while speaking at
Alankar-2022, a global
leadership summit organ-
ised by Shailesh J Mehta
School of Management in
IIT Bombay. "We require
prioritising needs-based

research... research
should come up with im-
port substitute, cost-effec-
tive, pollution free, indige-
nous solutions. We need to
identify the commodities
being imported into the
country and then focus on
developing 'Swadeshi' al-
ternatives for those. This
will lead to a decrease in
imports, increase in ex-
ports and making our
economy stronger," the
minister said.

Proven technology, eco-
nomic viability, availabili-
ty of raw materials and
marketability should be
considered for all research
projects, Gadkari added.

The minister also said
65 per cent of the country's

population depends on
agriculture, though agri-
culture GDP is only 12 per
cent. He urged the IITians
to focus on research for
forest-based industries,
agriculture and rural tech-
nology, and tribal sectors
in those districts.

"We need to identify the
rural, agricultural raw
materials which have the
potential to bring about a
revolution. It will bring
about a lot of development
and create employment
opportunities," he added.

Stating that research or-
ganisations should not
work in silos, Nitin
Gadkari urged that re-
search papers should be
made public.

Gadkari urges IITians to focus their
research on use of bio-technology

Valuation of startup ecosystem nearly
Rs 3 lakh crore: Piyush Goyal

CHRISTMAS SHOWROOM

Decorations are displayed at a Christmas decoration showroom of the National Tree
Company in North Plainfield, New Jersey. US retailers are hustling to sell their stock-
piles of Christmas decorations as the festive season approaches, after tangled supply
chains caused many shipments to arrive only after the holidays last year.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

After withdrawing over
Rs 7,600 crore last month,
foreign investors have
slowed down the pace of
equity selling in India in
October so far, as they
pulled out Rs 1,586 crore
from capital markets.

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) were net
buyers of Rs 51,200 crore
in August. The month of
November is expected to
have net inflow of more or
less similar to this, K
Dileep, Head of PMS at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. According to the data
from the depositories,
FPIs withdrew Rs 1,586
crore from equities in
October (till 28). The one
trading session is left for
the month. However, in the
last few days, FPIs slowed
down on selling substan-
tially. In fact, they invested
more than Rs 6,000 crore
in the last four trading ses-
sions.

FPIs selloff at slow
pace; pull out 

Rs 1,586 cr from
equities in Oct

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Beer maker United
Breweries Ltd, controlled
by Dutch multinational
brewing company
Heineken, plans to infuse
around Rs 350 crore as cap-
ital expenditure in 2023 to
meet the expected volume
growth in the country, ac-
cording to a top company
official.

The company has "good
capex plans" in place for
its breweries to meet antic-
ipated volume growth
going into 2023, said its
Chief Financial Officer
Radovan Sikorsky in its
latest earning conference

call. "We remain opti-
mistic on the long-term
growth of the industry," he
said adding the evolving
consumer trends will
drive premiumisation.

When asked about the
Capex plan, the CFO
replied: "For the coming
January to December the
capex spend we are look-
ing at somewhere in the
region of Rs 350 crore."

Moreover, the leading
beer maker expects infla-
tionary pressure to contin-
ue and it would pursue
price increases, in combi-
nation with cost measures
to mitigate these cost im-
pacts.

UBL plans Rs 350 cr capex
in 2023 to meet expected

volume growth

Mira Rajput
Kapoor’s tips 
to get wedding 
season ready

W
e are all prepared to anticipate the impending wed-
ding season after Diwali. Most of us are eager to fully
enjoy the rituals and functions with our loved ones

while also looking our best because this wedding season comes
after spending the previous two years confined to our homes
and virtually attending weddings. Mira Rajput Kapoor is here
with us, ready from head to toe for the approaching wedding
festivities. She is passionate about wellbeing and supports eat-
ing for both the body and the soul. In order to get that inner glow
and be prepared for the wedding,she makes sure she nurtures her
body and mind properly.Some of her secrets are listed below.

Practicing Yoga Everyday
It's widely known how yoga benefits the body's strength, flex-

ibility, and balance. It also helps your body relax and sleep well
at night, aiding that inner glow. Therefore, no matter where
she is, she makes sure not to miss her 45-minute yoga ses-
sion.

Conscious eating
Being a Delhi-ite, Mira is a big-time foodie but she is

also mindful of her food habits. She is a vegetarian and
makes sure she consumes a balanced diet and has sea-
sonal fruits and vegetables that give her the right pro-
portion of nutrients and macros, keeping her in
shape.

Hair Supplements
The constant change in Mumbai weather can

lead to hair fall and dull hair. To fix this, one of the
newest additions to Mira's health regime are
Melts® Healthy Hair and Hair Fall Control by
Wellbeing Nutrition.

Cold Therapy
Rubbing ice over the face, commonly re-

ferred to as cold therapy, boosts blood circu-
lation in the face and makes it radiant. If
done from time to time, it removes toxins from
the body, heals and prevents acne, reduces
puffy eyes, eliminates dark circles, exfoliates
the skin, and slows the aging process. Doing
this before the festive season is bound to
boost the glow of your skin on that special
day.

Hydration
Our body consists of more than 75

percent water making it the most im-
portant essence to attaining glowing
skin and a healthy body. Drinking
plenty of water throughout the day
not only keeps her hydrated but also
boosts the natural process of detoxification in
her body, helps flush out toxins, and makes her
skin hydrated and plump from within.

Parineeti: Learnt 
something from each 
one of these stalwarts 

in ‘Uunchai’

A
ctress Parineeti Chopra, who is a part of
Sooraj Barjatya's next film 'Uunchai'
which also casts Amitabh Bachchan,

Anupam Kher, Boman Irani, Danny
Denzongpa, Neena Gupta and Sarika, feels

blessed to have gotten the opportunity to
work with the stalwarts of the industry.

Parineeti says, "Uunchai is going to be
one of the most special films of my life as

I got the opportunity to work with such leg-
endary actors of our industry. Everyday I

would be super excited to go on the sets and
learn something new from these talented actors."
"Their passion, their dedication, their commit-
ment towards the craft only motivated me to not

only be a better actor but a better person as well."
Parineeti goes on to say something for all her

co-stars, "When I got to know Anupam Sir will
be a part of the cast I was thrilled as he is one

of the closest friends I have in the industry
and I have been wanting to work with him
ever since we shared screen space in
Daawat-e-Ishq." "I also got to work with
Neena Ji again after 'Sandeep Aur
Pinky Faraar', she is a powerhouse of
talent and it's always fun to have her
on set. Sarika Ma'am was one of the
sweetest people on set and would al-
ways look out for everyone."

"It was my first experience with
Amitabh sir and I was a bit nerv-
ous initially given the megastar
that he is but it was a dream
come true for me to work with
him. I have worked with
Boman Sir for 4 years con-
secutively for a commer-
cial, he surprises me
every single time with

his versatile perform-
ances and always has
the biggest smile on
his face."

"I didn't have
many scenes with
Danny Sir, but the
little that I got to
meet him, he is
such a wonder-
ful human
being and ex-

t r e m e l y
humble."

ACROSS

1. 50%

5. She, in Marseille

9. Writing assignment

14. Sleeping

15. Ore beds

16. ____ diver

17. Honed

19. Desert animal

20. Election mo.

21. Wrinkle remover

22. Sullen

23. Part of NATO

25. Headliner

27. Asian country

29. Most favorable

34. Hemingway's nickname

37. Head gestures

39. Night sound

40. Spanish cheers

41. Wipe away

43. Pork cut

44. Looks for

46. Adam's home

47. No ifs, ____, or buts

48. Filled pastries

50. Toward the floor

52. Shower alternative

54. What Moses parted (2 wds.)

58. Reduce

62. Graceful trees

64. Hosiery shade

65. Movie star

66. Most snobbish

68. Spicy dish

69. Light brown

70. Expires

71. Seoul's country

72. Marries

73. Merely

DOWN

1. Common contraction

2. Despise

3. Depart

4. 32nd pres.

5. All people

6. Letterman's rival

7. Mortgages

8. Conclusion

9. Accompanies

10. Blemish

11. Japanese wrestling

12. Lincoln and Vigoda

13. Connecticut university

18. Flat bread

22. Tourist's aid

24. Nome's state

26. Threw

28. Most tender
30. Away from the coast
31. Heavenly body
32. Moistureless
33. Telescope glass
34. Sit for a painting
35. Guinness of "Star Wars"
36. Rind
38. Father
42. Huge
45. Cold Russian region
49. Moved swiftly
51. Sunset direction
53. From this time
55. Pub mug
56. Artist's prop
57. Restless
58. Shortcoming
59. Mimic
60. Agitate
61. Food fish
63. British nobleman
66. Make a seam
67. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY,  OCTOBER  31,  2022

This is one of those days when you just
can't wait for someone to stop talking so
you can say something, Aquarius. It's like-
ly you won't even wait. Don't be surprised
if friction results from such strongly held
opposing views. People could blow things
out of proportion, since everyone is con-
vinced that they are right. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your mind could be going in many direc-
tions, Pisces. Direct your energy toward
small projects that require intellect. Your
energy is likely to come in waves, so use it
wisely when you have it, and feel free to
take a break when you don't. Tell your boss
that you will be much more productive if you
have a 20-minute break in the afternoon in
order to recharge.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

People will listen to you much more than
usual, Aries. Sometimes when you say
something, people hear you but minutes
later forget what you said. Today is differ-
ent. Your words will penetrate more deeply
and end up being disseminated much more
widely than ever before. Don't be stingy
with what you have to say. Give people
your full opinion on the situation. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're apt to disagree sharply with infor-
mation you receive, Taurus. Perhaps your
attitude is a bit selfish, so you aren't able to
appreciate ideas that are more humanitar-
ian in nature. Expand your way of thinking
to include the people around you. You will
find that the more you offer yourself to oth-
ers, the more respected and happier you
will be overall.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Climactic events are apt to occur in
your life, Gemini. It's time to condense
and solidify your grand schemes and
bright ideas in such a way that makes
them more practical. Things may be
spinning so quickly that you aren't
quite sure where to jump on. Worry
about that later. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's time to take your communication to the
next level, Cancer. Expand outward and
upward. For the last three weeks you've gone
through a serious mental process that has
helped you define what you stand for and
believe in. Now you're in a phase that urges
you to put these ideas into motion. The
expansive quality of the day is profound, so
take advantage of it and get moving.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A new cycle is beginning for you in which
you may find yourself throwing away old
beliefs and mental processes, Leo. Out with
the old and in with the new. This time of
housecleaning is extremely important, for
you will find that the same tired old speech
that you've been working on is suddenly
defunct. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may feel like you're on a cliff with your
legs dangling over the edge, Virgo. You're
searching for handholds while your feet
struggle to support you on a tiny ledge. You
may be swearing that when you get out of
this predicament, you will never come this
way again. Take heart. This is all part of the
cycle. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has suddenly put the fan on
high, Libra, and papers are blowing every-
where. Neat piles whisked into large swirls
of chaos. Everyone is shouting opinions
about what should be done about it.
Meanwhile, there are people making
demands on you that you just can't handle.
Slow down and communicate your situa-
tion to others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Try not to get tangled in other people's
words, Scorpio. It could be that you're
accidentally misconstruing their state-
ments because you aren't listening
closely. Rather, your mind is focused on
your own thoughts, even though you
snap to attention when something hits
you wrong. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

There's a terrific expansive feeling to the
day, Sagittarius, which you will appreciate
more than anyone. For other people, this
energy might expand into a headache. For
you, it's apt to expand your feeling of suc-
cess. It also might expand your stomach,
so be careful that you don't overindulge.
Other than that, don't hold back on your
activities. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There might be some unexpected communi-
cation coming from a long-lost friend or old
roommate today, Capricorn. You never know
whom you might run into when you leave the
house, so stay alert. An old teacher could be
just around the corner. Perhaps a bizarre news
story in the paper catches your attention,
because there on the page is a photo of the kid
who lived next door to your childhood home.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
his week, there is a
Diwali special
across &TV shows

Doosri Maa, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Rajesh shares,
“Happu's (Yogesh
Tripathi) family expects a
lot of Diwali gifts from
him. Meanwhile, the
Commissioner (Kishore
Bhanushali) informs him
that the Diwali bonus has
been deposited into his
bank account. Given the
demands, Beni
(Vishwanath Chatterjee)
advises him to gamble
and double the money.
Beni and Happu gamble
at a club. They win some
money at first but then
lose the entire amount.
Hritik (Aryan Prajapati),
Chamchi (Zaara Warsi),
and Ranbir (Somya
Azad), on the other hand,
see a child sitting sadly on

their way home from
school and decide to share
their happiness with him
by fulfilling his Diwali
wish.” About &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “In the modern
colony, Diwali prepara-
tions are in full swing,
and a suspicious man is
spotted. As everyone
gathers at Anita's

(Vidisha Srivastava)
house to play shagun ka
jua a day before Diwali,
Masterji (Vijay Kumar
Singh) and Prem
(Vishwajeet Soni) notice
Saxena (Saanand Verma)
walking towards a grave-
yard. The next day,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Anita start talk-
ing about wretchedness,
which shocks Tiwari

(Rohitashv Gour) and
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh).
They decide to find out
the reason. When
Angoori and Anita leave
their bedrooms in the
middle of the night, they
follow them and overhear
them conversing with
that suspicious man.
They try to apprehend the
man, but he flees towards
the graveyard, where they
see Saxena emerge. They
suspect they have a con-
nection when they ask
why he doesn't respond
properly. Later, they see
Saxena approaching
them and saying,
'Khushiya baatne se bad-
hti hai maine khushiyan
baat di,' which takes them
by surprise.” Watch
Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Diwali special across &TV shows

Every year on October
31st, Halloween is cel-

ebrated all over the world,
and the tradition contin-
ues with full fervour and
excitement in India as
well. With everyone don-
ning costumes, serving
each other "trick-or-treat",
carving jack-o-lanterns,
and generally engaging in
festive gatherings to ward

off all evil. &TV actors
Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa),
Ashna Kishore (Kate
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
share their experience of
spooky and fun-filled
Halloween parties.

Ashna Kishore, who
plays Kate Singh in &TV
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, shares, “During
my school days, my
brother and I had organ-
ised a Halloween party
for our friends. First,
with the help of our
mother, we planned
Halloween-themed food
and drinks, including
eateries shaped like mon-
sters and cupcakes ooz-
ing blood-coloured jam.
In the background, eerie
music was played, creat-
ing the ideal Halloween
atmosphere.

Actors talk about fun-filled
Halloween parties

Stating that fans had a
great responsibility,

actor Kamal Haasan said
that they must make it a
point to call good films
good and bad films bad.

Speaking at the audio
launch event of director
Prabhu Solomon's
'Sembi', featuring Kovai
Sarala and Ashwin in the
titular roles, Kamal
Haasan said: "During
those days while seeking
a chance, I would carry a
photo album with my pics
from the film '16
Vayadhinile'.

"I would keep showing
it to people saying, 'I am
acting in this film as its
hero'. Some would have
good words to say. There
were others who would
say, 'Don't you feel
ashamed carrying a book
in which you have a pic-
ture of yourself in a loin
cloth?' I remember all
those words today when

one of the speakers here
praised me saying I attend
the audio launches of
both big and small films."

"One cannot decide
which is a big film or a
small film from here," he
said and then pointing to
the audience, he added:
"They are the ones who
decide."

Audiences should call out bad
films, says Kamal Haasan



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  MONDAY,  OCTOBER  31,  2022

Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

South Africa defeated
India by five wickets in
their T20 World Cup match
here on Sunday.
Suryakumar Yadav lifted
India to 133 for nine with a
40-ball 68 after a batting
collapse. In reply, South
Africa completed the
chase in 19.4 overs. Aiden
Markram and David
Miller made 52 and 59 runs
respectively, the latter re-
maining not out.

Opting to bat, skipper
Rohit Sharma was the first
batter to get dismissed, fol-
lowing which India kept
losing wickets at regular
intervals. Returning to the
team at the expense of
Tabraiz Shamsi, pacer
Lungi Ngidi was the
wrecker-in-chief as he ran
through the famed Indian
top-order with four wick-
ets during an incisive spell
of fast bowling on a pacy
track.

Earlier Suryakumar
Yadav produced his most
accomplished knock in ex-
tremely adverse condi-
tions. Perhaps the world's
most decorated T20I batter
in recent times, Surya's
pulled six and a bowler's
back-drive boundary off
Lungi Ngidi to complete
his half-century will be re-
membered for times to
come.

His 68 off 40 balls will be
in ICC's T20 Hall Of Fame'
and how he looked like
batter from another planet
was evident with the sec-
ond best score being 15.

Those were the only
boundaries scored off
Ngidi, who enjoyed a won-
derful evening with fig-
ures of 4 for 29 that laid
bare the frailties of the

Indian top-order when
there is pace off the track
and the ball starts rearing
up from back of length.

On a track where good
technique and steely tem-
perament was needed,
Surya added another com-
ponent to it swagger. At 49
for 5, India looked deep
down the barrel as some of
the top-order players were
failing to get their bats
down in time as the ball
reached the keeper's
gloves.

In a stand of 52, he
shielded veteran Dinesh
Karthik (6 off 15 balls),
who is not exactly known
for sound technique on
bowler friendly tracks.

On a bouncy track, the

key element is to shuffle
and come inside the line of
deliveries and ride the
bounce. The Mumbaikar
exactly did that time and
again on Sunday night.

He didn't try to counter
the pace but used it to play
behind the square mostly.
When the lone spinner
Keshav Maharaj came into
operation, he used the
extra bounce to first play
the late cut and then a lap
sweep over deep fine leg
for a maximum.

Rohit Sharma's (15) deci-
sion to bat first on a spicy
deck looked brave and
while all eyes were on
Kagiso Rabada and
Anrich Nortje, it was re-
serve pacer Ngidi who did

bulk of the damage.
But it all started when a

horribly out-of-form KL
Rahul (9 off 14 balls)
played a maiden over off
Wayne Parnell's bowling.
The windy and cold condi-
tions helped Parnell to
pitch it full and get enough
deviations to beat Rahul's
bat multiple times.

That increased the pres-
sure on skipper Rohit, who
first tried to relieve pres-
sure with a hooked six and
flicked boundary off
Rabada but Ngidi bowled
the 'heavy ball' that was
pitched back of length and
climbed on him.

Rahul has full support of
management but he has
never shown enough gusto
in difficult conditions and
important games. It con-
tinued as Test match
length, shade away move-
ment and extra bounce
outside the off-stump be-
came his undoing.

Virat Kohli (12) had first
low score in the tourna-
ment. Poor Deepak Hooda
had not played on a track
as pacy as this one and the
first ball he faced, he
couldn't bring his bat
down. The second delivery,
he could barely edge and
was back in the dug-out.

It was Surya who saved
India from blushes with a
knock that had six fours
and three sixes.

Ngidi, Markram and Miller lead
South Africa past India

South Africa's David Miller plays a shot during the ICC men's
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between India and South
Africa at the Perth Stadium in Perth on October 30.

IInnddiiaa:: 133/9 in 20 overs
(Suryakumar Yadav 68;
Lungi Ngidi 4/29, Wayne
Parnell 3/15).
SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa:: 137/5 in 19.4
overs (Aiden Markram 52,
David Miller 59 not out;
Arshdeep Singh 2/25).

Brief scores

Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan were once
again scrappy with the bat
but managed to eke out a
six-wicket victory over the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on Sunday
to keep their slim semifi-
nal hopes alive.

The Dutchmen found
Pakistan's world class pace
attack too hot to handle on
a bowlers' friendly Optus
Stadium track, managing
only 91 for 9 in their 20
overs.

One of the batters, Bas
de Leede (6) retired hurt
after being hit below the
eye by a snorter from
Haris Rauf.

The target of 92 was
never going to be an issue
for Pakistan but even then
it took them 13.5 overs to
complete the chase with
ICC's No. 1 ranked T20 bat-
ter Mohammed Rizwan
managing 49 off 39 balls at

an unimpressive strike-
rate of 125.64.

With Bangladesh also
getting the better of
Zimbabwe in a thriller,
Pakistan's chances of re-
maining alive in the tour-
nament increased.

The full credit for this
win will go to the bowlers,
who hardly put a foot
wrong on the day as
Shaheen Shah Afridi (1/19

in 4 overs) and Naseem
Shah (1/11 in 4 overs)
choked the run flow in the
Powerplay and the Dutch
could never break the
shackles.

Mohammed Wasim
(2/15 in 3 overs) was very
brisk during the back end
while Shadab Khan reaped
the fruits of this relentless
pressure by the speed mer-
chants with best figures of

3/10. For the Dutch, the
kind of extreme pace that
they faced on the day isn't
something that they are
accustomed to at the
Associate level.

It was inevitable that
they couldn't really man-
age to get on top of the
bowling as Powerplay
overs yielded only 18 runs.
It was ball hitting the bat
rather than other way
round.

De Leede got a nasty one
from Rauf and was on all
fours before he had to be
rushed off the field. One
saw a big swelling under
his right eye as he walked
off the field.

The short ball also
played into the psyche of
the batters as Colin
Ackermann's run-a-ball 27
was their top score. The
only other batter to reach
double figures was skipper
Scott Edwards (15 off 20
balls). Such was the domi-

nation of the Pakistani
pace attack that the
Netherlands managed a
cumulative total of only
five boundaries in 20
overs.

While batting, Babar
Azam's (4) run-out was un-
fortunate as he couldn't
beat a direct throw from
from former Proteas spin-
ner Roelof van der Merwe
(playing for his country of
birth) while Fakhar
Zaman (20 off 16 balls)
smashed three fours be-
fore Edwards took a diving
catch off seamer Brandon
Glover's delivery. But
Rizwan completed the
chase with minimum fuss.

Brisbane, Oct 30 (PTI):

Bangladesh survived a
dramatic final over to pull
off a narrow three-run
win against Zimbabwe in
T20 World Cup, where the
officials, in a rare inci-
dent, called the players
back from dug out to com-
plete the contest after real-
ising that Nurul Hasan's
stumping in the final ball
was not clean, here
Sunday.

Bangladeshi players
were celebrating after
Zimbabwe's Blessing
Muzarabani, who was re-
quired to his a six in the
final ball for a famous win,
missed the ball and was
stumped by Nurul Hasan.

However TV replays
showed that Hasan had
collected the ball in front
of the wicket, which is
against the rules, hence
Zimbabwe were awarded a
free hit and all the players
were called back for final
action. Zimbabwe now
needed four runs to win.

The nonplussed players,
who had walked off the
field after shaking hands,
thinking that Bangladesh
had won, assembled again.
Zimbabwe could not cash
in on the chance and no
further drama followed as
Muzarabani again missed
the ball again and finally
Bangladesh rejoiced the
victory. Zimbabwe were
chasing 151 and fell short
by three runs.

It was opener Najmul
Hossain Shanto who
smashed seven fours and
one maximum in his 55-
ball 71-run knock and sin-
gle-handedly powered
Bangladesh to a competi-
tive 150 for 7.

In reply, Zimbabwe lost
too many wickets to find

themselves in the dumps
at 35 for 4 in the sixth over
but Sean Williams con-
jured up a magnificent 42-
ball 64-run innings to re-
vive the chase. He was dis-
missed in the 19th over,
leaving Zimbabwe to get 16
in the last six balls.

Hossain then bowled the
most important over of his
career as he dismissed
Brad Evans (2) in the sec-
ond ball but Richard
Ngarava slammed him for
a four and a six in the next
two balls to keep them in
the hunt. Hossain, howev-
er, had Ngarava stumped
in the next ball as
Zimbabwe needed five off
the last ball. The unprece-
dented scenes followed
after that but eventually
Bangladesh survived. It
was Bangladesh's second
win in the tournament fol-
lowing their 104-run loss

to South Africa, while
Zimbabwe suffered their
first loss in the super 12
stage.

Bangladesh (4) are now
in the second spot in the
points table with two more
games to go, while
Zimbabwe (3) find them-
selves in the fourth posi-
tion.

Earlier, pacer
Muzarabani dismissed
Soumya Sarkar (0) and
Litton Das (14 off 12) in his
opening spell to give
Zimbabwe a great start.

Shanto, who had a ham-
string trouble in the initial
stage and also survived a
run-out scare, forged a 54-
run stand with skipper
Shakib Al Hasan (23 off 20)
before adding 36 runs with
Afif Hossain (29 off 19).

The duo punished the
bowlers whenever they
bowled short or too full

and Zimbabwe fielders
also looked sloppy as
Bangladesh managed to
find the boundaries easily.

Zimbabwe had an awe-
ful day on the field as they
were guilty of miss-field-
ing, missing run-out
chances and dropping
catches.

They took a gamble by
introducing left-arm spin-
ner Sean Williams into the
attack and it paid off as he
got rid of Shakib, who top-
edged a slog-sweep and
was caught by a diving
Muzarabani.

Shanto, however, contin-
ued to dominate as he com-
pleted his maiden fifty in
T20 format in the 13th over
with a single.

He sent Evans for a
leather hunt, clobbering
him over long-on for the
first six of the innings, be-
fore picking up two more
fours to accumulate 17
runs in the 16th over.

It was Sikandar Raza,
who got rid off Shanto
with skipper Craig Ervine
taking the catch.

While Richard Ngarava
bowled a tight next over,
Afif was dropped by
Evans at deep mid-wicket
in the 19th over off
Sikandar Raza and the bat-
ter made good use of the
chance, producing a big
slog-sweep for a six as 12
runs came of the over.

In the last over,
Bangladesh lost three
wickets.

In total, Bangladesh
scored 87 runs in the last
10 overs.

Defending the total,
Taskin Ahmed (3/19) and
Mustafizur Rahman (2/15)
did most of the damage
early on before Hossain
picked up two wickets in
the final over.

Bangladesh survive dramatic last over
to edge past Zimbabwe by three runs

Pakistan keep semi-final hopes alive
with scrappy win over Netherlands

NNeetthheerrllaannddss:: 91 for 2 in 20
overs (Colin Ackermann 27;
Shadab Khan 3/22).
PPaakkiissttaann:: 95 for 4 in 13.5
overs (Mohammad Rizwan
49; Brandon Glover 2/22).

Brief scores

Brisbane, Oct 30 (PTI):

Veteran Zimbabwe bat-
ter Sean Williams de-
scribed the last- ball
drama as "extremely
weird" after Bangladesh
pulled off a win in a game
of changing fortunes in
the T20 World Cup here on
Sunday.

In an unprecedented in-
cident, players of both the
teams were called back
from the dugout after the
game's last delivery was
deemed a no-ball by the
umpires at the Gabba.

"It was extremely weird.
Obviously I've never expe-
rienced something like
that in a cricket match be-
fore, but again, it just goes
to show in a T20 game,
there's always a little bit of
hope; anything can hap-
pen," Williams said.

Requiring five in the last

ball, Blessing Muzarabani
was stumped by wicket-
keeper Nurul Hasan off
Mosaddek Hossain's bowl-
ing, as the Bangladeshi
players and fans broke
into a celebration.

Stumps were uprooted
and the players were back
in the dugout after shak-
ing hands but just then the
TV umpires declared the
final ball as a no-ball after
finding Nurul to be guilty
of collecting the ball frac-
tionally in front of the
stumps, making the
stumping invalid.

Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam was a relieved man
after finally getting a win
in the T20 World Cup but
said the batters could have
done better while chasing
a small total against the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on Sunday.

Pakistan bowlers set the
tone by dismissing
Netherlands for a lowly 91
for 9 but their batting was
not as clinical as they lost
four wickets to achieve the
target in 13.5 overs.

"I am very happy. Team
did well with the ball and
bat. I think the length was
crucial. They needed to
bowl on a good length be-
cause there was bounce on
the surface. Everyone exe-
cuted well," Azam said
during the post-match
presentation.

"In my opinion we could
chase better than this. But
win always gives you con-
fidence. We are taking the
good things forward to the
next game."

Despite being blown
away by the Pakistan
bowlers, Netherland skip-
per Scott Edwards justi-
fied his decision to bat
first.

Paris, Oct 30 (AP):

Lionel Messi, Kylian
Mbappe and Neymar all
scored as defending cham-
pions Paris St-Germain
twice came from behind to
beat Troyes in Ligue 1.

Messi and Neymar each
scored and assisted one
goal as Carlos Soler bagged
one and Mbappe netted a
penalty at the Parc des
Princes. The star trio have
scored 43 goals between
them already this season.
The victory restored PSG’s
five-point advantage over
second-placed Lens at the
top of Ligue 1. Troyes
opened the scoring in the
third minute as Mama
Balde lashed home a volley
before Neymar’s clipped
pass found Soler to level
proceedings. Balde got a
second for Troyes, who are
11th in the French top
flight, with a low strike to

regain their lead against
the run of play. But in the
space of seven minutes,
seven-time Ballon d’Or
winner Messi hammered
home his 12th goal of the
campaign from 25 yards out

and threaded a pinpoint
pass through to Neymar,
who fired past Troyes keep-
er Gauthier Gallon to make
it 3-2. Mbappe drilled home
a penalty to extend PSG’s
lead before Ante Palaversa

pulled one back for the visi-
tors late on. All four
goalscorers also scored in
PSG’s 7-2 victory over
Maccabi Haifa as the team
reached the Champions
League last 16 on Tuesday.

Toronto, Oct 30 (AP):

Katie Ledecky is having a great
time in her first competitive
event of the season at this
week's FINA Swimming World
Cup.
Ledecky set a world record in
the 1,500-meter freestyle on
Saturday night at the Toronto
Pan Am Sports Centre.
"I knew that record was within
reach just based on some things
I've done in training, especially
my distance stuff (as it) has felt
really good this fall," Ledecky
said. "So I felt locked into the
pace." The 10-time Olympic

medalist who doesn't compete
in short-course events very
often finished in 15:08.24, taking
nearly 10 seconds off the previ-
ous record set by Germany's
Sarah Wellbrock (15:18.01) in
2019. Canada's Summer
McIntosh, who also set a world
junior mark when she edged
Ledecky in the 400 free on
Friday, finished first in the 400
medley in 4:21.49 to lead a
Canadian sweep. "Throughout
the entire race I felt really in
control and strong so I'm really
happy," she said. Sydney
Pickrem was second in 4:28.45,
and Bailey Andison was third in
4:29.36. McIntosh, a 16-year-old
from Toronto, trimmed nearly
two seconds off the previous
world junior mark set by China's
Shiwen Ye (4:23.33) in 2012.
Ledecky took gold ahead of
Beatriz Dizotti of Brazil
(15:48.82) and Laila Oravsky of
Canada, who was third in
16:16.86.

Extremely weird: Williams
on no-ball drama

Messi, Neymar and Mbappe all score in PSG win
Paris 
Saint-Germain's
Argentine 
forward Lionel
Messi (C) fights
for the ball with
Troyes' US
defender Erik
Palmer Browen
(R) during the
French L1 
football match
between Paris
Saint-Germain
(PSG) and ES
Troyes AC at
The Parc des
Princes
Stadium in
Paris.

Katie Ledecky sets world
record in 1,500-meter freestyle

We could chase better
than this: Babar Azam

Chonburi , Oct 30 (PTI):

Aryan Roopa Anand rounded
off the week with 1-under 71
to finish as the best placed
Indian in tied 38th spot at the
13th Asia Pacific Amateur
Championships at the Amata
Spring Country Club here on
Sunday. While Aryan was the
best Indian finisher of the
week, Krishnav Nikhil Chopraa
(76) and Shaurya Bhattacharya
(75) ended in tied 44th and
47th place respectively. Aryan
totalled 1-over 289, while
Krishnav aggregated 5-over
293 and Shaurya had a 6-over
294 total. The other four
Indians, who started this week
-- Milind Soni, Rayhan Thomas,
Shat Mishra and Arjun Gupta --
missed the halfway cut.
Harrison Crowe, who admitted
it was extremely challenging
to come back earlier this year
after a strict lockdown in
Australia, virtually snatched
away the coveted Asia Pacific
Trophy from China's Bo Jin,
who was hoping to emulate his
brother Cheng Jin's 2015 feat.

Aryan best Indian
in Asia Pacific
Amateur golf, 
finishes T-38

Agartala, Oct 30 (PTI): 

An non-governmental or-
ganisation in Tripura
which rescues street ani-
mals and feeds them, hopes
to set up a permanent shel-
ter for homeless and in-
jured animals in the state
capital Agartala.

'Pawsome', Tripura's
first animal welfare organ-
ization feeds rescued
street animals, provides
medical care through
trained veterinarian doc-
tors to injured animals
and also finds adopters for
the animals. It also con-
ducts anti-rabies vaccina-
tion drive and sterilization
to control the population
of stray dogs since its in-
ception in 2015.

Secretary of Pawsome,
Wrighbed Datta said the or-
ganization is run and fund-
ed by its 40 members. It cur-
rently maintains a tempo-
rary shelter to treat injured
street animals but they are

actively pursuing the
idea to build a perma-
nent animal shelter
with the hope of receiv-
ing some assistance
from the state govern-
ment.

"We hope to build
Tripura's first ever per-
manent shelter for
homeless and injured
animals as there are
many homeless, in-
jured animals that are
paralyzed and the shelter
will be a home to those
helpless, mute beings", he
told PTI.

Dutta said, "Animals
have the right to live. But
homeless animals are tor-
tured, neglected and people
see them as worthless. But
we differ from it. So our
motive is to work for those
animals, find a proper shel-
ter, take care, and feed them
as there is nobody to help
them."

A police officer said the
NGO had helped to check

trafficking of stray dogs
and other animals to other
north eastern states.

"They (the NGO) them-
selves caught many vehi-
cles running with stray
dogs or other wild animals
and handed them over to
police or they informed po-
lice about smuggling with
authentic information", the
officer said.

The organization is also
involved in spreading
awareness and educating
common people about ani-
mals and common igno-

rance in people's behaviour
while dealing with ani-
mals. Pawsome organise
many awareness cam-
paigns across Tripura and
in neighbouring states.

Datta claimed that
Pawsome had organized
the biggest animal sensiti-
zation programme in
North East in collaboration
with a US-based organiza-
tion Human Society
International (HSI) in 2019
to make police officers, mu-
nicipal workers, forest de-
partment, animal resource
development department
employees aware of animal
laws and how to protect an-
imals and handle cases of
animal cruelty.

In 2022 Pawsome organ-
ized awareness pro-
grammes in many schools
across Agartala with the
help of Animal Resource
Development Department
(ARDD) where they taught
students about laws and
rights of animals.

The tiger widows’ of Sundarbans: Caught
between the jungle and the rising sea

Sundarbans, Oct 30 (PTI): 

With both his sons jobless
and money running out,
Biswajit Mistry left home
one summer morning to
venture deep into the dense
jungles of the Sundarbans
in search of raw honey that
would fetch a better price.
His body was recovered two
days later, mauled and bear-
ing unmistakable signs of a
tiger attack.

More than a year on, his
wife mourns the unhappy
collision of circumstances
that led her 68-year-old hus-
band quite literally into the
jaws of death climate
change that turned the wa-
ters saline, making agricul-
ture unviable, shrinking
tiger habitat in the ecologi-
cally fragile region and the

Covid aftermath that
robbed her children of
their work.

"My husband went so
deep into the jungle to earn
more. My sons are migrant
workers and they had to re-
turn from Chennai during
the pandemic after losing
their jobs. It was becoming
very difficult to support the
family. Their father went
without telling anyone so
that he could collect honey
to sell in the market,"
Lakshmi told PTI.

The 52-year-old, who has
joined the rank of the
marshland's tiger widows'
with her husband's tragic
death, said he left his home
in the Sundarbans'
Kakmari village to go into
the restricted Marichjhapi
jungle, home to many

tigers, to collect better qual-
ity raw honey. "It is believed
the deeper you go into the
jungle, the purer is the
honey you get," Biswajit's
son, 24-year-old Somitra
Mistry, said.

The family has received
no compensation because
Biswajit was killed in a re-
stricted jungle and is strug-
gling for survival. They can
barely manage two meals a

day, said Lakshmi, one of
the many who lost their
husbands to tiger attacks in
the last few years.

The Indian part of the
Sunderbans with 54 islands
has a population of about 40
lakh and around 100 tigers,
according to government
data. With one of the
largest single populations
of tigers in one area, it is
called a global hotspot for

human-tiger conflict. About
40 per cent of the
Sundarbans lies in India
while the rest is in
Bangladesh. Nihar Ranjan
Raptan, director of the
NGO Goranbose Gram
Bikash Kendra (GGBK)
who works in the
Sundarbans, spelt out the
problem.

Tiger attacks were once
very frequent but the num-
bers reduced when many
locals migrated from the
region in search of liveli-
hood. This changed during
the pandemic. According
to data collated by GGBK,
30 tiger attacks took place
in 2019, the year before the
pandemic. This went up
sharply to 78 in 2020, the
first year of Covid, and 60
in 2021.

23 years on, Odisha Super Cyclone
horrors still haunt survivors

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Khokan Parmanik can
vividly recall what he had
seen as a child 23 years
ago huge tidal waves lash-
ing his village, people in-
cluding his parents and
brothers getting swept
away by the turbulent sea
and houses being de-
stroyed by a wall of water.

The lives of Pramanik
and thousands of other
people living in villages
and towns near the coast
of Odisha changed on
that day, October 29 of
1999. They lost near and
dear ones and were ren-
dered homeless as a Super
Cyclone barrelled
through the state causing
insuperable damage.

"When the tidal surge
entered our village, my
grandmother and I

climbed a banyan tree
nearby. My father helped
us because I was a child
and my grandmother an
elderly person," said
Pramanik, now a 29-year-
old man.

A resident of Kankana
village under Erasama
block in Jagatsinghpur
district, he said, "We were
saved. But the next morn-
ing, we found my father,
mother and brother
dead."

The Super Cyclone
made landfall near
Paradip with the highest
wind speed of 260 kmph.
It was the most intense
tropical cyclone that
crossed the Indian coast
after satellites started
monitoring storms.

Torrential rain, tidal
waves as high as 6-7 me-
tres and flood wreaked

havoc across the Odisha
coast killing 9,843 people
officially, mostly in
Jagatsinghpur district.

Rescuers had found car-
casses of cattle and bodies
of human beings lying
side by side in many
places.

"I even saw human bod-
ies stuck on trees after
tidal water receded.
Volunteers of
Anandmarg fished out
bodies from accumulated
water and undertook
mass cremation by pour-
ing kerosene oil," said
Biswadas Mohanty, a
Physics professor who vis-
ited Japa village under
Erasama block.

There was no vulture to
eat corpses as the big
birds flew away due to
high-velocity wind,
Mohanty said.

Total lunar eclipse on Nov 08
Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

A fortnight after the par-
tial solar eclipse, Kolkata
as well as other parts of
India and the globe will
witness a total lunar
eclipse on November 8, an
eminent astrophysicist
said.

Besides India and neigh-
bouring Pakistan,
Afghanistan and parts of
Russia, residents of other
parts of Asia, North and
South America, Australia,
North Atlantic Ocean,
Pacific Ocean will be able
to see the celestial event,
said astrophysicist Debi
Prasad Duari.

The lunar eclipse in its
totality will not be ob-
served from everywhere,
Duari said, adding that the
beginning of the partial
phase of the eclipse will be
seen from some countries
of Latin America.

On November 8, the par-
tial eclipse of the moon
will begin at around 14:39
hours (IST) and will reach
its totality phase around
15:46 hours. The eclipse in
terms of the darkness of
the moon will be maxi-
mum, at 16:29 hours. when
the moon will be deep in-
side the shadow of the
earth.

The total eclipse will
end at around 17:11 hours
and ultimately the partial
eclipse will end around
18:19 hours, he said.

"The eclipse will be visi-
ble from all parts of India
from the moonrise time,
but the beginning phase
both the partial and total
eclipse will not be visible
because both the event be-
gins when the moon is
below the horizon every-
where in India," Duari
said.

Some parts of eastern

India including Kolkata,
will experience the total
phase of the lunar eclipse,
whereas in rest of the
country people will only
be able to see the progres-
sion of the partial phase of
the eclipse which will end
at around 18:19 hours, he
elaborated.

In the city, the moon will
start rising from the east-
ern horizon at around
16:52 hours and will be
completely visible by 16:54
hours. "So, till 17:11 hours
it will be total lunar
eclipse after which the
moon will enter the partial
eclipse phase and will be-
come more illuminated as
time progresses," he said.

Cities in the eastern
part of the country like
Kohima, Agartala,
Guwahati will observe the
total eclipse earlier than
Kolkata because of their
position.

Patna, Oct 30 (PTI): 

In a shot in the arm for
the BJP in Bihar, Chirag
Paswan on Sunday cast
aside his ambivalence and
announced that he will
campaign for the saffron
party in by-polls to two as-
sembly segments in the
state. Paswan, who heads
a splinter group of the
Lok Janshakti Party
founded by his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan, was
talking to reporters at the
airport here upon his ar-
rival from Delhi.

The 39-year-old MP
from Jamui went into a
huddle with party col-
leagues soon after landing
before telling journalists
"Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) will cam-
paign for the BJP in the
by-elections to Mokama
and Gopalganj. The deci-

sion has been taken after
a long meeting Saturday
night with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah with
whom I have been in
touch for quite 
some time".

Paswan ducked
queries as to whether he
had given up the insis-
tence on expulsion from
NDA of his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras,
whose rebellion last year
had caused a split in the
party founded by his 
father.

"I am right now speak-
ing only about the by-
elections for Mokama
and Gopalganj. It took a
long time for us to arrive
at a decision. Only two
days are left before the
campaign comes to an
end. Our party will do its
best to ensure the victory
of the BJP candidates",

said Paswan.
There have been specula-

tions that Paswan, whose
father held a berth in the
Union Council of Ministers
till his death, may also be
considered for the same in
the next reshuffle in a bid to
assuage the humiliation he
felt upon Paras entering the

cabinet after splitting LJP.
Paswan did not make

any direct reference to
any "reward" that may be
waiting for him but
dropped some hints say-
ing "there were a number
of points that I discussed
with Shah. A meeting
with him and our respect-

ed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is sched-
uled next month".

He also continued with
his diatribe against Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, whose JD(U) has
been alleging that "Chirag
model" was used by the
BJP to weaken it in the
2020 assembly polls.

"I have always believed
that Nitish Kumar does
not have the vision to pull
my home state out of the
morass of backwardness.
His 'saat nishchay' pro-
gramme is an eyewash.

Basic necessities like
piped water and pucca
roads cannot be held up as
an indicator of progress",
said Paswan, who, then as
the president of the undi-
vided LJP, had caused
JD(U)'s tally to plummet
by fielding candidates,
many of them BJP rebels,

‘RSS real coffee, BJP just the frothy top’
Patna, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Political strategist
turned activist Prashant
Kishor on Sunday com-
pared the BJP-RSS com-
bine to a cup of coffee in
which the party was like
the frothy top and the par-
ent body was the real
thing underneath.

Kishor, who is on a 3,500
kilometres long "pada-
yatra" in Bihar, came up
with the colourful analogy
at Lauria in West
Champaran district which
he has been covering on
foot since October 2.

Kishor lamented that it
took him long to realise
that "the ideology of
(Nathuram) Godse can be
defeated only by reviving
Gandhi's Congress" and "it
would have been better
had I worked in that direc-
tion instead of helping
people like Nitish Kumar
and Jagan Mohan Reddy

realise their ambitions".
The IPAC founder, who

has been sceptical of a
united opposition's effica-
cy in halting the Narendra
Modi juggernaut, empha-
sised that one cannot de-
feat the BJP unless one
understands what it is.

"Have you ever looked at
a cup of coffee? There is
froth at the top. BJP is like
that. Below that there is
the deep structure of the
RSS. The Sangh has

wormed its way into the
social fabric. It cannot
now be beaten with short-
cuts," said Kishor.

The political strategist's
first claim to fame was his
handling of Modi's poll
campaign in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, a spectacular
success that helped the
BJP get a majority on its
own.

Kishor also continued
to hurl barbs at Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, whose JD(U) has
been calling him a "BJP
agent".

"I was the JD(U) nation-
al vice president when the
nation was on the boil
against CAA-NPR-NRC. I
was appalled to learn that
MPs of my party had
voted in favour of the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill in Parliament," re-
called the 45-year-old,
often perceived to be as
ideologically agnostic.

"I confronted Nitish
Kumar, who was then our
national president. He
claimed he was away on a
tour and not aware of the
development but glibly as-
sured me that he will not
allow NRC in Bihar. The
duplicity made me realise
I cannot work with this
man," said Kishor who
was expelled from JD(U)
over the spat with Kumar.

Kishor, whose much-an-
ticipated entry into the
Congress could not fructi-
fy last year despite meet-
ings with its top leaders,
hinted that he still ad-
mired the organisation
but in its old avatar under
the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi.

"Godse's ideology can be
defeated only by reviving
the Congress of Gandhi,"
said Kishor, in an oblique
reference to alleged RSS
links of the Mahatma's as-
sassin.
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Devotees offers prayers to setting sun during Chhath Puja festival, at Har Ki Pauri ghat in Haridwar, Sunday.

CHHATH RITUALS

People show their identification cards as they wait in a queue to cast their votes at a polling booth during the first
phase of Haryana panchayat elections, at Teek village in Kaithal district, Sunday.

EXERCISING RIGHTS

‘Will campaign for BJP in Bihar by-polls’

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan
speaks to the media, in Patna, Sunday.

NGO which rescues street animals & feeds them



Announce
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Election
Commission is likely to
announce schedule for
the Gujarat Assembly
polls this week. Citing
convention followed in
2017, the poll panel had
not announced the
Gujarat poll schedule
when it came out with
Himachal Pradesh elec-
tion dates earlier this
month. While election in
HP will be held in a single
phase on November 12,
the counting will take
place on December 8.

Praise 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday praised Odia
woman Kunni Deori who
has made solar energy a
medium of employment
for herself and others. In
his monthly radio pro-
gramme Mann Ki Baat,
Modi also hailed the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Bhubaneswar, for devel-
oping a battery-operated
portable ventilator for
newborn babies, that can
be used in remote areas.

Hire 
JJaammmmuu:: Jammu and
Kashmir Police has invited
bids from registered avia-
tion companies for renting
helicopters to ensure faster
mobility of its force, offi-
cials said on Sunday. Flight
operations are required for
carrying police officers and
central armed paramilitary
force (CAPF) officials in all
sectors of J-K, as well as
for other emergent pur-
pose, they said.

Shop fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 40-year-old
man was charred to death
after a fire broke out at
his shop in west Delhi's
Baba Haridas Nagar area
in the early hours of
Sunday, police said.
Information about the fire
was received at around
2.20 am, they said. 

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 26-year-old
woman allegedly hanged
herself in Delhi's
Sultanpuri area, with her
family members alleging
that she was killed over
dowry, police said on
Sunday. A case was regis-
tered against the woman's
husband Rajesh and he has
been arrested, a senior
police officer said.

Ban
NNooiiddaa:: Noida Police on
Sunday banned use of
drones by any individual
or organisation till
November 2 in view of
President Droupadi
Murmu and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's proposed
visit to the city, an official
statement said. "The pro-
gramme of seventh edi-
tion of the India Water
Week is proposed in
Gautam Buddh Nagar on
November 1 in which the
president is proposed to
participate while the UP
chief minister is also
scheduled to visit on
October 30 or 31," the
statement read.
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BRIEF

A devotee performs rituals of
Chhath Puja festival in Tawi river

in Jammu, Sunday.
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Vadodara, Oct 30 (PTI): 

India will now become a
major producer of trans-
port aircraft, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday after laying
the foundation stone of a
manufacturing facility for
European C-295 medium
transport plane for the
Indian Air Force.

The prime minister said
India has become a major
manufacturing hub and a
new saga of economic re-
forms is being written in the
country as his government's
policies are "stable, pre-
dictable and futuristic".
"Today, India is working
with a new mindset and
new work culture," he said
in his address at the ceremo-

ny in this city in Gujarat.
The prime minister said
India is going to become a
major producer of trans-
port aircraft and that he
could see the day when big
commercial planes would
be made in the country. He

said India, with its 'Make-in-
India' and 'Make-for-World'
approach, is enhancing its
strength further and that
the country has emerged as
a major manufacturing hub
globally. The prime minis-
ter said the manufacturing

of C295 aircraft in
Vadodara will not only give
strength to the military but
it will also create an aero-
space ecosystem.

Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India U
U Lalit on Sunday advised
students passing out of law
schools to keep their minds
open to every suggestion
and to have compassion for
mankind and society.

Delivering his address at
the 14th convocation of
West Bengal National
University of Juridical
Sciences (WBNUJS), of
which he is the chancellor,
the CJI said that capacity
building of a person never
stops and one continues to
learn till death.

"Keep your mind open to
every suggestion, that's
where you will be drawing
great inspiration," Justice
Lalit told the graduates.

He exhorted them to con-
tinue to study and add di-
mensions to their personal-
ity. Attributes of capacity
building in different

spheres and compassion
for mankind will never fail

a person in finding a solu-
tion to any problem, the
CJI said. As a lawyer, one
never ceases to be a student
of law, he said adding that
as a professional, as an aca-
demician and as a judge,
one keeps learning every
passing day and year, but
the foundation is there in
law school.

Justice Lalit said that
after stepping out of the
walls of the university and
embracing the world, law
graduates should strive to
give back to society some-
thing greater than what
they have received.

Chief Justice of
Bangladesh, Justice Hasan
Foez Siddique, the guest of
honour at the convocation,
said in his address that the
graduates, who may choose
different professions from
law to civil service, should
do it with passion, dignity
and a sense of honour.

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, the chief guest at
the convocation, congratu-
lated the pass outs, terming
the day as historical for
them.

She said that lawyers
should come forward to en-
sure liberty and freedom of
speech.

Professor Subhasis
Chaudhuri, director,
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bombay,
delivered the convocation
address. WBNUJS Vice-
Chancellor Nirmal Kanti
Chakrabarti said that 400
students got their degrees,
of whom 270 were present.

About 80 students are
medal winners, he said,
adding that among the re-
cipients of degrees are
PhD (Doctorate of
Philosophy), LLM (Master
of Laws) and BA LLB
(Hons.).

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

As India eyes setting up
its own space station by
2035, the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) has proposed to the
industry to collaborate
with it in developing a
reusable rocket capable of
carrying heavier payloads
into orbit.

Dubbed as the Next-
Generation Launch Vehicle
(NGLV), ISRO Chairman S
Somanath said the space
agency was working on the
design of the rocket and
would like the industry to
collaborate with it in the
development.

"The intent is to bring in-
dustry along in the develop-
ment process. All the
money need not be invested
by us. We want the industry
to invest to create this rock-
et for all of us," Somanath
told PTI here. He said the

rocket is planned to carry a
10 tonne payload in the
Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO) or 20 tonnes to
the low earth orbit.

Another ISRO official
said the new rocket would
be helpful as India plans to
have its own space station
by 2035 and was also eyeing
deep space missions,
human space flights, cargo
missions and putting multi-
ple communication satel-
lites into orbit at the same
time. The NGLV is envi-
sioned as a simple, robust
machine designed for bulk
manufacturing that will
make space transportation
more cost effective.

Somanath said the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV), ISRO's warhorse
rocket, was based on the
technology developed in the
1980's and cannot be used to
launch rockets in the fu-
ture. ISRO plans to have the

design of the NGLV ready
within a year and offer it to
the industry for production,
with the first launch tenta-
tively scheduled for 2030.
The NGLV could be a three-
stage rocket powered by
green fuel combinations
such as methane and liquid
oxygen or kerosene and liq-
uid oxygen. According to a
presentation made by
Somanath at a conference
earlier this month, the
NGLV could offer launch
costs of USD 1900 per kg of
payload in the reusable
form and USD 3,000 per kg
in the expendable format.

India's space economy
was pegged at USD 9.6 bil-
lion in 2020 and is expected
to touch USD 12.8 billion by
2025, according to the ISpA-
E&Y report titled
'Developing the Space
Ecosystem in India:
Focusing on Inclusive
Growth'.

Jammu, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Four people, including a
policeman, were killed
and six injured after land-
slides struck near the
under-construction Ratle
power project in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kishtwar
district on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

An operation to find and
rescue survivors trapped
under the debris has con-
cluded, they said.

Labourers were work-
ing on the construction of
a link road near the Ratle
power project site and a
JCB machine was digging
when a big boulder rolled
down, trapping the work-
ers, Kishtwar Deputy
Commissioner (DC)

Devansh Yadav told PTI.
As an operation team com-
prising six people rushed
to the spot to rescue those
trapped under the debris,
another landslide hit the
area, burying more people,
the officials said. Yadav
said a rescue operation
was launched immediate-

ly and six people, includ-
ing an assistant sub-in-
spector of police, were
pulled out from the debris
and taken to the hospital.

Four people, including a
policeman and the JCB op-
erator, were killed in the
incident. The JCB opera-
tor was identified as

Manoj Kumar, he said.
Earlier, Yadav had said
five people were trapped
under the debris.

Of the six injured, the
officials said, three were
rushed to the Government
Medical College in Doda,
two to the Thathri hospital
and one was sent to
Jammu.

Jitendra Singh, Union
minister and MP from
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur, said he spoke
to Yadav after receiving a
report on the landslide at
the Ratle power project
site. "The JCB driver un-
fortunately died on the
spot," he said.

"Further assistance, as
required, (is) being provid-
ed. I am in constant touch
with the district adminis-
tration," he said.

Coimbatore, Oct 30 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Sunday officially
commenced the probe into
a cylinder explosion in car
in which one person was
killed in front of a temple
in the city on October 23.

Led by NIA SP, Srijith, a
team of NIA officials went
to the spot and inspected
the area in the vicinity of
the temple and to collect
further evidence, police
said. They inquired about
the incident with the priest
of the Kottai Eswaran
Temple, Sundareshan, po-
lice said.

The team has plans to
visit the house of Jamesha

Mubin, the victim of the
explosion, a few metres
away from the spot. The
City Police who have inves-
tigated the case have hand-
ed over to NIA all the evi-
dence and documents with
regard to the explosion on
Saturday, days after the
Tamil Nadu government
decided to hand over the
probe to the premier inves-
tigation agency that probes
terror-related matters.

An office space has been
allotted to NIA on the prem-
ises of Armed Reserve at
the Police Recruits School
on Avanashi Road tem-
porarily. There are 7 offi-
cials led by by an Inspector
as the investigating officer,
police said.

Port Blair, Oct 30 (PTI): 

A homestay in Port
Blair's Dollygunj was
searched by the police on
Sunday as part of the in-
vestigation into the gang
rape of a 21-year-old
woman in which former
chief secretary of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Jitendra Narain is
an accused, officials said.

The gang rape survivor
accompanied members of
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT), formed to
probe the case, to the
homestay during the

search, they said. The SIT
along with a forensic team
and the survivor reached
the homestay around 12.30
pm for the search opera-
tion, they added. The room
where the woman was
taken to by the homestay's
owner was examined by
the investigators, officials
said. Besides Narain, the
homestay's owner, Labour
Commissioner RL Rishi
and a police inspector
were named in the police
case lodged in connection
with the gang rape.

The team was seen com-
ing out of the homestay
with envelopes. When ap-
proached by journalists,
the investigators refused
to make any comment.

‘Big step for India’
̈ PM launches 

Rs 22,000 crore 
plane project

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying
ceremony of C-295 transport aircraft manufacturing plant, in
Vadodara, Sunday.

CJI TO LAW GRADUATES

‘Have compassion for mankind’

Chief Justice of India Justice Uday
Umesh Lalit addresses the 14th
convocation ceremony of West
Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences (NUJS), in

Kolkata, Sunday. 

ISRO eyes next generation launch
vehicle for heavier payloads

ON FOOTSTEPS OF HUSBAND

Cadet Harveen Kahlon, whose husband Maj KPS Kahlon of 129 SATA Regt laid down
his life in the line of duty, with her son during the Passing Out Parade in Officers
Training Academy (OTA) Chennai. 

NIA begins probe in
to TN car explosion

Port Blair homestay
raided in gang rape case
̈ Involving 

ex-chief secy

Four killed in landslides 
̈ In J-K’s Kishtwar

Family members and relatives of a victim, who died after a 
landslide at Ratle Power Project site on Saturday, perform his last
rites, in Kishtwar district, Sunday.

Morbi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Known to be a British en-
gineering marvel, the 140-
year-old suspension cable
bridge in Gujarat’s Morbi
collapsed on Sunday. Close
to 400 people were on the
bridge at the time of the in-
cident and about 100 fell
into the river. There are no
casualties so far, while res-
cue operations are under-
way

The bridge, which was
recently reopened for pub-
lic after renovation, col-
lapsed as it could not bear
the weight of the people
standing on it, officials
said.

"Due to the bridge col-
lapse, several people fell
into the river. A rescue op-
eration is underway. There
are reports that several peo-
ple have suffered injuries.
They are being rushed to
hospitals," local MLA and
state minister Brijesh

Merja said. According to
eyewitnesses, there were
several women and chil-
dren on the hanging bridge
when it snapped. Videos

recorded by onlookers
showed many people hang-
ing onto the cables of the
bridge, while many in the
shallow parts of the river
were submerged in waist-
deep water. Others were
seen rescuing people who
had fallen into the river.

The famous suspension
bridge over the Machchhu
river near Mani Mandir
was reopened only five days
ago after being closed for
renovation for six months.
The bridge was renovated
at the cost of Rs 2 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI): 

The Union Home
Ministry has sought urgent
strict action by law enforce-
ment agencies against
predatory lending apps as
harassment, blackmail and
harsh recovery practices by
such Chinese-controlled en-
tities have led to multiple in-
cidents of suicides. In a
communication to all states
and Union territories, the
home ministry said the
issue has caused a serious
impact on national security,
economy and citizen safety.

It said a large number of
complaints have been re-
ported across India related

to illegal digital lending
apps that provide short-
term loans or micro-credits
at exorbitant interest rates
with processing or hidden
charges, especially to vul-
nerable and low-income
group people. The lenders
use the borrowers' confiden-
tial personal data like con-
tacts, location, photos and
videos for blackmail and ha-
rassment. "Harsh recovery
practices followed by these
illegal lending apps have
claimed many lives across
India. "This issue has
caused a serious impact on
national security, economy
and citizen safety," the com-
munication said. The home

ministry said these illegal
lending apps that may not be
Regulated Entities (RE) by
the Reserve Bank of India
are using bulk SMS, digital
advertisement, chat messen-
gers and mobile app stores
on a massive scale.

The borrower has to pro-
vide mandatory access to
contacts, location, and
phone storage in order to
avail loans. "This data is mis-
used to harass and black-
mail the citizens using mor-
phed images and other abu-
sive practices by recovery
agents located in India as
well as overseas violating
RBI's Fair Practices Code,"
the states and UTs were told.

CENTRE TO STATES, UTs

‘Take urgent action against
predatory Chinese lending apps’

Suspension bridge collapses,
about 100 fall in river

Taking cognizance of the
mishap, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke to
Gujarat chief minister
Bhupendra Patel and other
officials. He sought urgent
mobilisation of rescue teams
and directed that the situation
should be closely and continu-
ously monitored. The prime
minister has asked the CM to
extend all possible help to
those affected.

PM assures all help

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called on
global defence majors to
manufacture military hard-
ware in India for the world
after laying the foundation
stone of a facility here for
the production of European
C-295 military transport air-
craft. The prime minister
said the manufacturing
facility would help India
become a hub for produc-
tion of transport aircraft
and that he could envision
the day when big commer-
cial planes would be made
in the country bearing the
words 'Make-in-India'.

‘Make India 
manufacturing hub’

Chhath Puja Means, 
A Universal Appeal

C hhath Puja, a unique
festival, is celebrated

twice a year in the months
of Chaitra and Kartike. In
Kartike, it begins after six
days of Dipawali festival.
It is dedicated to Sun-God
and is celebrated in Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Nepal, and several parts of
India and abroad with full
devotion and dedication.
This festival continues for
four days with no priest to
chant the hymns and com-
plete the rituals. The first
day is known as Nahaiya
Khaiye (bathing and eat-
ing); the second day
Kharna; the third day
ladies mostly wear yellow
sarees, prepare food which
is later, offered to the Sun.
This goes without eating
and drinking anything as
a part of the 36 hours long
fast. The ladies take a dip
into the water and offer
fruits to the setting Sun.
The fourth and the last
day, people gather on the
banks of rivers during
sunrise and Prasad is of-
fered to the Rising Sun
and performing all rituals,
people break their fast by

eating Prasad.
As per the legends,

Chhath Puja stems from
the early Vedic Period
where sages would fast for
days and perform the puja
with mantras from the
Vedas aiming to venerate
the Surya (the Sun God)
and Chhathi Maiya for
their bestowing life on this
earth. It is believed that
this Puja helps increasing
immunity of the body, the
four days fast offers great
mental benefits to the
devotees, and reduces the
negative energy such as
hate, fear and anger.
Chhathi Maiya also pro-
tects children from dis-

eases and problems and
gives them long life and
good health. In this way,
this festival is totally and
uniquely dedicated to Sun
God as this God sustains
life on this earth.

Thinking scientifically,
we can remember Aldous
Huxley who reminds us of
the dying sun through his
write up The Dying Sun,
in his book entitled as The
Mysterious Universe.

His concern is, if he sun
goes on discharging its en-
ergy day by day and is get-
ting no energy from any
other sources, the sun will
die one day, thereafter
what about life on this
earth? It is a great lesson
for us observed by the
writer long back, and so is
this puja an inspiration for
us to save energy, seek the
blessings of Sun God, live
unprejudiced and a neat
and clean life universally.
JAI CHHATHI MAIYA.

By M Rai, Head - Dept.
of English, Counselor &

English Language
Teaching Expert

IBT Group of Colleges,
Ahiwara

BMC Mayor extends  greetings and
best wishes for Chhath festival

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300:: In view of Chhath
festival, a massive campaign for
cleaning the ponds was launched
by the Bhilai Municipal Corporation
and the Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Commissioner Rohit Vyas reached
the ponds to see the completed
work on Sunday morning as the
devotees would reach the ponds in
the evening to offer prayers to the
setting sun. They expressed satis-
faction at the clean ghats of the
ponds and improved lighting sys-
tem, as well as the facility of
changing rooms have been made
available at many places.

Arrangements have also been
made to ensure that the devotees
do not go deeper. Temporarily im-
mersion pools have also been pre-
pared for the worship material in
various ponds. The duo took stock
of the Sector 7 pond, Sector 2
pond, pond located at Baba Balak
Nath temple, Laxman Nagar
Chhawni pond and other ponds.
Mayor Neeraj Pal has extended
greetings and best wishes to all the
devotees on the occasion of
Chhath festival. During today's in-
spection, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and the Health
Officer of the concerned zone were
present.

Mini Crime Control Unit 
recovers stolen truck from Siltara

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300:: On the initiatives of
CSP (Chhawani) Prabhat Kumar
(IPS), a 14-member mini crime
control unit has been constituted
in Chhawani Sub Division by in-
cluding two-two personnel from
the five police stations and one of-
ficer each from Chhawani and Old
Bhilai Police Stations. This unit has
been formed to tighten noose
around the thieves’ active in the
Chhawani area. This unit success-
fully recovered a truck from Siltara
which was stolen from Jamul on
October 22.

According to information, a
12-wheel truck of one Videshi lal
was stolen by unidentified
thieves from Jamul on October
22. The mini crime control unit
was entrusted with the task of
searching the stolen truck and
trapping the thieves. The unit ex-
amined the CCTV footage and
found that the thieves had taken
the truck towards Raipur. Police
collected the digital footprints
and recovered the vehicle from
Siltara in Raipur. Constable R
Samuel, Amit Singh and Rajendra
Yadav played a vital role in recov-
ering the stolen truck.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 30: The statue
of Late Shri Panthram
Verma, former President of
Madhya Pradesh Bhoodan
Board and associated with
Sarvodaya movement for
universal upliftment or
progress of all, was un-
veiled by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in village
Matang on Sunday.

In the presence of family
and villagers, he offered
flowers to the idol of Late
Shri Panthram Verma.
Thereafter, he visited the
residence of Late Shri
Panthram Varma and got
acquainted with his family
members. After meeting
the family members, he
again met the village peo-

ple and public representa-
tives and shared his child-
hood experience with
them. He told that he is one
of the fortunate persons to
have received love and
guidance from such a
learned and simple natured
soul like Late Shri
Panthram Verma.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that Late Shri
Panthram Verma also used
to share his experience
with him in which he had
once shared the details of
Mahatma Gandhi's pres-
ence at Indira Market in
Durg.

He had shared how sit-
ting on his father's shoul-
ders he saw Mahatma
Gandhi, which was a very
memorable moment for

him. Baghel described Late
Verma as a writer,
Gandhian, a person who
did not crave for any posi-
tion and a major pillar of
Sarvodaya movement.
Along with this, he de-
scribed Verma as a person

who was active in every so-
cial and cultural work.

Towards the end of the
program, the Chief
Minister extended his best
wishes to the villagers for
the upcoming festival of
Dev Uthni Ekadashi and

reminded the farmers to
keep in mind the 17: mois-
ture guidelines of the
Government of India and
take the paddy to procure-
ment centres so that they
do not face any problem.

The life of Late Shri
Panthram Varma, who em-
bodied the ideas of
Mahatma Gandhi, the
Father of the Nation of the
country, popularly known
as Bapu, was dedicated to
the cause of truth, non-vio-
lence and the India of
Gandhi's dreams.

Along with this he was
also in love with Vinoba
Bhave's ideas and Khadi.
Also, during the pro-
gramme Panchayat
Bhawan, Community Hall,
Kala Manch, Rang Manch,

Shala Bhawan were dedi-
cated to public in village
Matang.

Among those present
were Ashish Verma OSD,
Chief Minister, Mehtar
Ram Verma, Kaushal
Chandrakar of Khadigram
Commission, Government
of Chhattisgarh, Devendra
Chandravanshi, Vice
President, District
Panchayat Patan, Durga
Kamlesh Netam, Member,
District Panchayat,
Khilesh Yadav, District
Member, Devesh
Chandrakar, Sector In-
charge and Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
SDM Patan, Vipul Gupta
and other public represen-
tatives and officials.

Awareness important for successful
management of sickle cell disease: CM

Bhilai, Oct 30: The priori-
ty of the government is to
control sickle cell disease
through successful man-
agement of this genetic
disease, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while inaugurating the
Sickle Cell Management
Centre virtually and
added that soon the facili-
ties at the centre would be
expanded.

In this way, the
Chhattisgarh government
has added another mile-
stone in the field of health
facilities for common citi-
zens. He described devel-
oping awareness as the
most important for con-
trol of any disease.

The Chief Minister
mentioned that the cost of
treatment, investigation

and medicines is so high
that there is a need to pro-
vide basic health facilities
so centres like
Dhanwantri Medical
Store and Hamar Lab have
been opened by the gov-
ernment.

From the city to the
rural areas, efforts are
being made by the govern-
ment to further improve

the standard of medical
facilities through medical
staff and mitaninis,
which will definitely bene-
fit the common man in the
coming future.

He made a special ap-
peal to the citizens regard-
ing sickle cell that they
should not ignore this dis-
ease, everyone should be
aware that if there is a his-

tory of sickle cell in any
family or if any of its
symptoms are seen, then
they should come to the
sickle cell management
centre and check it up for
free, get treatment and
counseling and live nor-
mal life with successful
management skills.

In the virtual inaugura-
tion programme, Durg
MLA Arun Vora,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, Civil
Surgeon Dr YK Sharma,
Dr Akhilesh Yadav, Dr RK
Khandelwal, Dr RK
Malhotra, Dr Devendra
Sahu, Dr Jigyasa, Dr
Arun Pawar, member of
Jeevandeep Committee
Dilip Thakur and other
medical staff were also
present.

St Thomas College conducts Guest
Lecture on Web Journalism

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 30:
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication of St
Thomas College, Bhilai
organised a guest lecture
on Web Journalism for all
students of BAJMC de-
partment. The insightful
lecture was given by Tej
Sahu, a freelance journal-
ist. The Principal of St
Thomas College, Dr MG
Roymon delivered his
opening statement and in-
augurated the guest lec-
ture session.

The  Incharge
(BAJMC Department) Dr
Reema Dewangan ad-
dressed the students as
well on the importance of
the topic and gave a
warm welcome to the
guest lecturer. The facul-
ty members Amitabh

Sharma, Soumya
Dwivedi and Chhavi
Sahu were present as
well on the occasion.

The guest, Tej Sahu,
hosted a very interactive
session with the students
explaining how wide-
spread and influential

web journalism is in the
current digital age. He
also encouraged students
to engage with the emerg-
ing forms of web journal-
ism and create their own
blogs to attain more expe-
rience and skill in writ-
ing.

He made the students
aware about the various
opportunities that are
available in the field of
journalism when they
would graduate.
Furthermore, he shared
multiple anecdotes from
being on the field as a
journalist. Towards the
end he involved the stu-
dents in a written exercise
to identify their future
ambitions and what they
are doing to achieve their
respective ambitions.

In the feedback session
the students described
the session as very in-
formative and enjoyable.
The event reached its con-
clusion with a vote of
gratitude given by
Soumya Dwivedi and
everyone thanked the
guest lecturer for sparing
some time to share his in-
sights.
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Sickle Cell Management Centre inaugurated at District Hospital

Statue of Late Panthram Verma unveiled in village Matang

M Rai 

Over 150 participate
in National Unity Run

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  3300::    “Police Flag Day”
and “National Unity Day” are
being celebrated at the state
level from 21st October to 31st
October in the memory of mar-
tyred police personnel. In this
sequel, the National Unity Run
was organised on Sunday under
the instructions of Dr Abhishek
Pallav, Superintendent of Police,
Durg. This run was organised in
the memory of the martyred po-
lice personnel. Shaheed Smriti
Ekta Run was flagged off by
Vishwas Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) from Traffic Park in
Civic Centre. The participants
moved across Berozgar Tiraha,
Globe Chowk to Miraj Talkies
Tiraha, TA Building and conclud-
ed at Traffic Park in Civic Centre.
On this occasion, Satish Thakur,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic), Nilesh Dwivedi,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Lines), Anish Sarathi,
Reserve Inspector (Traffic),
Tripti Singh, Subedar, Sub-
Inspector Babulal Rai and teach-
ers of various schools were
present. A total of 150 athletes
from Sankalp Academy
Khamharia, Lakshya Academy
Sector 07, Madoda Athletics
Club, and Karate Club Khursipar
participated in the race.
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Baghel govt rewards those who
deprive tribals of their rights: BJP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 30: Bhupesh
government’s decision to
appoint KP Khande as
State Scheduled Caste
Commission Chairman
has evoked strong reac-
tion from Bharatiya
Janata Party. Wearing
black clothes, BJP leaders
Kedar Kashyap, Lata
Usendi, Vikram Usendi
and Vikas Markam held a
press conference here on
Sunday and raised voice
against Khande’s appoint-
ment as SC Commission
Chairman. They alleged
dirty politics of Congress
to deceive tribals and cre-
ate caste discrimination.

Congress on Saturday
appointed heads in corpo-
rations, boards and com-
missions. KP Khande was
given the post of chair-
man of the State
Scheduled Castes
Commission. Former
Minister Kedar Kashyap
said that people belonging
to tribal community were
disappointed with the ap-
pointment of Khande ‘s
appointment as SC
Commission chairman.
The High Court ordered
to curtail the reservation
of tribals of the state from
32 to 20 percent and KP
Khande, was the main pe-
titioner of this case in the
High Court and advocated

curtailment of reserva-
tion for the tribals, he
said. The Congressmen
are following divide and
rule policy of the British,
Kashyap said.

Kedar Kashyap, Vikram
Usendi, Lata Usendi and
Vikas Markam said that
appointment of Khande
as State SC Commission
chairman was like a slap
on the faces of tribals. It is
an example of double
standard of Bhupesh
Government, they al-
leged.

While Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel claimed
to be working for the wel-
fare of tribals, on the
other those responsible
for depriving tribals of
their constitutional rights
are being rewarded, said
the BJP leaders. Earlier
Bhupesh Government
had talked of giving 27%
reservation to OBC but
later it appointed Kunal
Shukla its advocate to
seek stay on this case.
Later the Bhupesh
Government deceived the
OBC by appointing Kunal
Shukla as head of Kabir
Shodh Peeth, they said.

Police seizes tobacco-based

‘Gutka’ worth Rs 18.58 lakh

Rajnandgaon, Oct 30:
Chichola Police of
Rajnandgaon District
took action against ille-
gal trade and smuggling
of intoxicants including
‘Gutka’ and seized tobac-
co based ‘Gutka’ worth
Rs 18 lakh here on

Sunday.
It was on tip from an in-

former that the Chichola
thana TI Chetan Singh
Chandrakar along with
his team stopped on
Eicher vehicle coming
from Nagpur  and when
the police checked the ve-
hicle they found tobacco
based ‘Gutka’ and ‘pan-
masala’ worth Rs 18.58
lakh hidden inside. When

the vehicle driver was
asked about the docu-
ments, he could not pro-
duced any. The vehicle
driver Vikrant Tirpude
on interrogation in-
formed that he was given
the load from one vehicle
of Nagpur and was not is-
sued any documents ei-
ther. The police has
seized the tobacco based
‘Gutka’ and ‘pan-masala’
from his possession and
is now searching for the
Nagpur links supplying
the materials.

SP Rajnandgaon ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence informed that they
are trying find out the

king-pin behind such a
huge stock of banned to-
bacco-based ‘Gutka’ and
‘pan-masala’ coming
from Maharashtra and
who is the actual receiver.
At the same time the
Rajnandgaon police is on
the alert related to supply
of Brown Sugar from
Maharashtra. It is few
smugglers from
Maharashtra who are in-
volved in spreading this
business of supply of
drugs and banned items
in Chhattisgarh. The po-
lice is taking action
against this illegal lot of
‘gutka’ and investigating
into the matter.

Chhatt Vratis offer Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun 

Raipur, Oct 30:
Thousands of Chhath
Vratis offered Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun on
the third day of Chhath
Puja at over 50 Ghats in-
cluding Mahadev Ghat of
Kharun river, on Sunday
evening. Usha Arghya
will be offered on Monday
morning.

Governor Anusuiya
Uikey, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh, Raipur Lok Sabha
Member Sunil Soni, MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal, Vikas
Upadhyay, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Congress
leader R P Singh partici-
pated in Chhath Puja pro-
gramme at Mahadev Ghat.

Chief of the Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) Mahadev
Ghat Raipur Rajesh
Kumar Singh said that
thousands of Chhath
Vratis offered Sandhya
Arghya to setting Sun at
Mahadev Ghat on Sunday
evening. Thousands of

people gathered at
Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River and partici-
pated in Chhath Puja pro-
gramme on Sunday
evening. After Sandhya
Argya, Maha-arti ritual
was performed at
Mahadev Ghat. Bhandara
programme will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on Monday
morning.

A mesmerizing cultural
programme was held at
Mahadev Ghat on Sunday
evening. Renowned
Bhojpuri singer and Sur
Sangram winner Mohan
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi
folk singer Dilip Shadangi
and Bhojpuri singer
Priyanka Pandey en-
thralled Raipurians
through their exciting per-
formances at Mahadev
Ghat. Dancers Sonali and
Tarun Chopra of interna-
tional acclaimed dance
Group Dharohar Kala
Sangam Sanstha
Prayagraj performed
‘Nritya Natika’ and mes-
merized the audience.

In Raipur city, Chhath
Vratis offered ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ to setting Sun at
over 50 places including

Mahadev Ghat, Vyas
Talab, Chhuhiya Talab,
Urla Talab, Jhanjh Lake
Naya Raipur and others.
Mahadev Ghat was bee
beautifully decked up by
the Samiti. All arrange-
ments were made for
Chhath Puja at Mahadev
Ghat. Lighting, changing
rooms for Chhath Vratis,
parking and other
arrangements were made
at the Mahadev Ghat, he
added. Members of the
CMAS Ravindra Singh,
Sunil Singh, Ramkumar
Singh, Parmanand Singh,
Shashi Singh, Satyendra
Singh Gautam, R P Singh,
Mayor-in-Council Member
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation Nagbhushan
Rao, Kanhaiya Singh,
Satya Prakash Singh, Ram
Vilas Singh, Jayant Singh,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet
Singh, Santosh Singh,
Jaiprakash Singh, Mukul
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Saroj Singh, Ajay Sharma,
Sanjay Singh and other
members imparted their
services to make the
Chhath Puja successful at
Mahadev Ghat.

National-level Sickle Cell Research
Center in Ch’garh soon: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that a na-
tional level Sickle Cell
Research Center will be
established in
Chhattisgarh soon. Chief
Minister made this an-
nouncement while inau-
gurating the new Sickle
Cell Management
Centers, which have
been set up in medical
colleges and district hos-
pitals of the state. In a
virtual program organ-
ized at his residence of-
fice here today, Chief
Minister inaugurated
the Sickle Cell
Management Centers in

28 districts of the state.
With the inauguration of
these centres, facilities
of free of cost Sickle Cell
examination, treatment
and consultation are
now available in 24 dis-
trict hospitals, nine med-
ical colleges and Sickle
Cell Institute
Chhattisgarh located in
the capital city Raipur.
Health Minister TS
Singhdeo was also pres-
ent in the program.

In his address to the
program, Chief
MinisterBaghel said that
sickle cell is a serious ge-
netic disease and to save
the future generations
from this disease, it is ex-
tremely important to
create public awareness.
Early diagnosis of sickle
cell patients with proper
medical management
and medications can re-

duce its physical side ef-
fects to a great extent
and can also lead to a
longer life span. Hence,
it is important to make
these facilities of treat-
ment, medication and
consultation easily ac-
cessible to the patients.
Also, identification of
the individuals with the
genetic trait of sickle
cell before their mar-
riage and providing
them the necessary
counseling on the subject
can help in preventing
this disease to the future
generations.

Health and Family
Welfare Department has
established Sickle Cell
Management Centers to
effectively combat the
problem of sickle cell.
These centers will be op-
erated in all the medical
college hospitals and all

the district hospitals of
the state. These centers
will provide the facilities
of sickle cell test and
treatment, including the
screening by Salubrity
Test and confirmation by
electrophoresis and new
method point of care
(CHB) test through hos-
pital laboratory. Chief
Minister expressed hope
that these sickle cell
management centers op-
erating in medical col-
leges and district hospi-
tals will prove to be bene-
ficial for the sickle cell
patients of the state.

Chief Minister said
that the new method of
sickle cell diagnosis is
the Point of Care (CWB)
test, which can be done
by Mitanin as well. A
sickle cell test drive
should be launched to
identify the patients
through this method. On
the occasion, Chief
Minister commenced the
distribution of digital
cards to the people suf-
fering from sickle cell.
Chief Minister handed
over the digital cards to
seven-year-old Pratik
Das Manikpuri of
Rajendra Nagar Raipur
and 17-year-old Oshika
Ramteke of Gudhiyari.
Chief Minister spoke to
Nisha Chakradhari, a
sickle cell patient, and
asked her about the treat-
ment facilities available
in Sickle Cell
Management Center in
Raigarh. He asked
Sargam Rajwade, a class
12 student present in
Surajpur’s center about
the facilities available
there. Both of these pa-

tients informed that they
are being provided quali-
ty medical treatment,
which has significantly
improved their health
condition.

Health Minister TS
Singhdeo said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is determined to
provide better treatment
facilities to sickle cell pa-
tients in the state, and
consistent efforts are
being made in this direc-
tion. Soon, a national
level sickle cell research
center will be established
in Chhattisgarh.

At the programme,
Secretary, Health
Department, Prasanna R
informed that 10% the
sickle cell carriers and
one percent patients
have been found in the
recent survey of the pop-
ulation in Chhattisgarh.
The electronic entry list
of each sickle cell patient
receiving specific treat-
ment at the sickle cell
management centers
will be maintained on
the sickle cell institute’s
portal and these patients
will be contacted for reg-
ular follow-up and med-
ication.

The welcome address
was given by Health
Director Bheem Singh.
Director General of
Police Ashok Juneja,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan, CGMSC
Managing Director
Abhijeet Singh, Director
Medical Education Dr.
Vishnu Dutt along with
officials of Health
Department were pres-
ent in the program.

Creating public
awareness is
extremely impor-
tant to win this fight
against Sickle Cell

CM inaugurates sickle
cell management 
centers in 28 districts

Free Sickle Cell test,
treatment, medi-
cines and counsel-
ing will be provided
in these centers

Unity Run on National
Unity Day today

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  3300:: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
informed that unity run will
be organized on the occasion
of National Unity Day on 31
October. National Unity Day
is observed to mark birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. Unity run
organized by District
Administration and Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department Raipur will begin
at 7 am from Collectorate
Chowk to Telibandha Chowk
Raipur. Local citizens, public
representatives, sportsper-
sons, school and college stu-
dents, NCC cadets, volun-
teers of NSS, volunteers of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, members
of Rajiv Mitan Club, police
personnel, officers and
employees and home guards
will participate in the run.

Describing the role of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as
important in the unity and
integrity of the country,
Collector Dr Bhure has
appealed to participate in the
run organized in his memory.
The Collector informed that
an oath will be taken at
Telibandha Chowk to main-
tain the unity, integrity and
security of the nation and to
contribute towards ensuring
the internal security of the
country.

Usha Arghya to be
offered today 

Was coming from
Nagpur

MODELS IN MAKING

The employees of particular department are working day-n-night to prepare models
for the three-day Rajyotsav starting from Nov 1.

National Tribal Dance Festival and Rajyotsav to highlight
development story of Chhattisgarh

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::  Chhattisgarh is
going to host the National Tribal
Dance Festival and Rajyotsava
from November 1 to 3 at the
Science College Ground in the
state capital Raipur. The rich cul-
ture, traditions, and folk arts of
numerous tribes from around the
nation and overseas, including
those from Chhattisgarh, will be
witnessed during this festival
hosted by Chhattisgarh for the
third time. This exhibition will
also showcase the public welfare
programs of the government in
Chhattisgarh and will depict the
growth story of the state during
past years. Shilpgram emphasiz-
ing tribal folk arts and crafts will

be constructed in the central
area. Additionally, a culinary
area featuring a variety of
mouthwatering delicacies,
including Chhattisgarhi dishes,
will be present. The theme
Hangar at the Science College
will be decked up with booths
from various industries and pub-
lic undertakings.There will be
healthcare center available at
the place along with ‘book fair
stalls’ and  commerial booth.
During the Rajyotsava at the sci-
ence college ground, the 21 stalls
to be put up by various State gov-
ernment departments highlight-
ing their schemes and pro-
grammes. These include the

Agriculture Department –
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry,
Horticulture Department and
associated departments,  the
Department of Energy, the
Department of Panchayat and
Rural Development, the
Department of Urban
Administration and Development,
the Department of Public
Relations, the Department of
Culture and Tourism, the
Department of Tribal, Scheduled
Caste and Development, and the
Department of Backward Classes
and Minorities Development
Department, Women and Child
Development Department, Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer

Protection Department, Social
Welfare Department, Education
Department, Water Resources
Department, Labor Department,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Housing and
Environment Department, Public
Works Department, Mineral
Resources Department, Sports,
and Youth Welfare Department,
CHIPS, Forest Department,
Transport Department. Various
models, pictures, and audio-video
short films of departmental
schemes will be showcased in the
stalls. People will be informed
about departmental schemes and
achievements through pamphlets
and brochures.

Prachi wins Chess tournament

Raipur, Oct 30: Prachi
Yadav from Raipur se-
cured 4.5 points to win the
Chhattisgarh-level Women

Chess tournament being
organized at Ambikapur.

Apart from her, Pari
Tiwari from Korba and

Yashashi Upadhaya from
Raipur too secured 4
points to secured second
and third position respec-
tively. Sanjana Dharmraj
from Raipur also secured
3.5 points to hold the 7th
position in the tourna-
ment. Top four players
would be representing
Chhattisgarh in the
National championship to
be held at Kolhapur soon.
Raipur District Chess
Association (RDCA)
President Ashutosh
Sharma and Secretary
Navin Shukla have con-
gratulated the successful
players and extended best
wishes to them for future
endeavor.

Reconstitution of
Svavalambi Ch’garh

Committee
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 30: In the
order vide official memo-
randum number
194/Development/2022,
dated 12.05.2022 of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University’s, a committee
was constituted for
preparing a detailed plan
with the aim of making
the students of
Chhattisgarh, along with
those of this university,
self-reliant and financial-
ly strong during their
studies. After request to
competent authority, the
committee has been re-
constituted now as fol-
lows. The Core committee
comprises of - Dr. Ratnesh
Singh – Convener; Prof.
A.S. Ranadive – Member;

Prof. Manisha Dubey –
Member; Dr. B.D. Mishra
– Member; Dr. Pushpraj
Singh – Member; Dr. Rohit
Raja – Member; Dr. D.K.
Pal- member; Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar – Member; Dr.
Ganesh Prasad Shukla
Member; Training and
Placement Officer –
Member; Dr. Alok Kumar
Singh Kushwaha –
Member; Dilip Kumar
Jha – Member. The mem-
bers of the Advisory
Committee are -all
Deans, School of Studies
and Dean, Student
Welfare. The above com-
mittees will submit a
draft proposal at the ear-
liest. This official mem-
orandum has been issued
by the Development
Section.

Superintendents appointed
at new IT centre

Bilaspur, Oct 30: Center
Superintendent, Assistant
Center Superintendent,
class three staff and MTS
employees are appointed
at Guru Ghasidas Central
University to conduct the
examinations of B.Tech-
fifth and seventh semes-
ters of the session 2022-23
and all other examina-
tions (odd and even semes-
ters) to be conducted in the
academic session 2022-23
at New I.T. Examination
Centre/building, as fol-
lows:-

Centre Superintendent:
Dr. Anil Kumar
Chandrakar - Associate
Professor, Department of
Chemical Engineering.
The Asst. Superintendents
are – Raksha Pandey (CSE
Department), Pankaj
Chandra (IT deptt),
Prateek Gupta (ME Deptt);
Amit Dewangan (IT

Deptt), Dr Amit Devangan
(IT Deptt). The office assis-
tants are – Surendra
Chandrakar (Chemical
dept); SK Kaushik (Dept of
CS), Ram Avatar Kashyap
(Deptt of Electroics) and
Vinod Devangan (IT Dept).
MTS are – Lomas Shinde
(E&TDean Office dept);
Govardhan (ECE Deptt);
Durga (IPE dept); Tekes
Ram (Workshop); Laxmi
Narayan Pandey (Civil)
and Joseph Francis (IT
Deptt).

The above mentioned
A s s i s t a n t
Superintendents, Office
Assistants and MTS em-
ployees will get their leave
applications forwarded to
the Head of the
Department after the rec-
ommendation of the
Senior Centre
Superintendent before tak-
ing any kind of leave.

Freedom biker rally gets a grand applause

Raipur, Oct 30: ‘If there is
positive thinking with pas-
sion and a desire to do
something, then one can
overcome all difficulties
and achieve his destina-
tion.’

On the occasion of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, in the second
week of September, the
iconic pan-India Bike Ride
by 75 bikers from Delhi
was flagged off by the top
ministers of the Central
Government to travel
across the country for
three months. The Moto
expedition will visit 75
iconic places across India
in 75 days. It also aims to
create awareness regard-
ing physical and mental
fitness among citizens
under the Fit India cam-
paign.

Under this campaign,
bike riders will visit
Siachen Base Camp,
Kargil, Nathu La Pass,
Statue of Unity, Sabarmati
Ashram and snowy peaks
of various places of na-
tional importance. This
bike campaign has been
planned by the govern-
ment in collaboration with
the organization ‘All India
Motorbike Campaign’.
This is a long campaign of
about 3 months. These bik-
ers will cover a distance of
about 21,000 km in more
than 250 districts of all the
states and union territo-

ries of the country.
When these bikers

reached Raipur during the
bike rally campaign, they
were warmly welcomed
and greeted by the govern-
ment and the general pub-
lic. There was tremendous
enthusiasm among the
people.

As soon as the bike rid-
ers stepped into the KPS
premises, the contingent
was greeted with high
spirits in a very enthusias-
tic atmosphere. The event
was organised in by Sports
Authority of India, at
Krishna Public School
Kamal Vihar, Dunda
Raipur on Saturday, Oct
29, 2022, to mark the 75th
year of India’s
Independence Day or
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. The Chief
Guest of this program was
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, IAS, District
Collector and District

Magistrate, Mayank
C h a t u r v e d i , I A S ,
Commissioner Nagar
Nigam Raipur and
Rustam Sarangi,
Company Commander 3rd
Battalion Durg as the spe-
cial guest.

The program was inau-
gurated with lamp light-
ing and a sapling presenta-
tion. A colourful cultural
program was presented by
the students of KPS.
Showcasing the art and
culture of Chhattisgarh, a
‘melodious state song’ was
presented. The welcome
dance mesmerized every-
one with its grandeur. The
song based on National
Integration enthralled
everyone with the spirit of
‘Unity in Diversity. The
presentation of the
Chhattisgarhi dance on oc-
casion captivated the spec-
tators.

The Executive Director ,
Krishna Public School,

Raipur Region, Ashutosh
warmly welcomed the
guests with his astounding
welcome speech. The pro-
gram was introduced by
Nitish Garg, Assistant
Director Chhattisgarh in-
charge of SAI Training
Center Raipur
Chhattisgarh. In the next
sequence of the ceremony,
the biker from
Chhattisgarh Dr Namrata
Singh shared her experi-
ence. Special guest
Rustom Sarangi also ad-
dressed the gathering. On
this special occasion,
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, IAS
District Collector and
District Magistrate  ad-
dressed the gathering   and
congratulated all the rid-
ers for their  patriotic zeal.
The Principal , Krishna
Public School , Priyanka
felicitated  the guests and
the riders with memento.

International Conference on Housing: Challenges,
Policies & Strategies of 21st Century held

Raipur, Oct 30:
Department of
Architecture, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organized a
two-day virtual
International Conference
on Housing: Challenges,
Policies & Strategies of 21st
Century (HCPS). Dr. Shrish
Verma, Dean (Academics)
and Dr. P. Y. Dhekne, Dean
(Student Welfare) were the
guest of honours at the in-
auguration of the program.

Dr. Aleksandra
JadachSepiolo, Deputy
Director of the Institute of
Urban and Regional
Development, Warsaw,
Mazowieckie, Poland, and
Dr. C. (Christian) Zuidema,
Associate Professor,
Department of Planning,
University of Groningen,
Netherlands were the
keynote speakers for the
event. Dr. Mohan K.,
Director, Gitam School of
Architecture, Dr. G.

Subbaiyan, Professor, NIT
Tiruchirappalli, Dr.
Nirmita Mehrotra,
Assistant Professor,
Gautam Buddha
University, and Dr. Kalpana
Pandit, Associate Professor,
MNIT Jaipur were the ex-
pert speakers for the pro-
gram.

The keynote speaker of
the event, Dr. Aleksandra
JadachSepiolo, Deputy
Director of the Institute of
Urban and Regional
Development, Warsaw,
Mazowieckie, Poland high-
lighted the various aspects
and limitations associated
with the urban housing
system of the 21st century.
She enlightened about the
major challenges to the
housing system with in-
creasing population in
cities, the lack of suitable

land for housing and the
rising cost of construction
materials and its shortage.
On the basis of her re-
search on the different
cities of the world, she gave
some invaluable sugges-
tions to solve housing relat-
ed problems including con-
struction of cheap and sub-
sidized houses, rainwater
harvesting system in all the
houses, construction of
eco-friendly houses and
maximum use of technolo-
gy that reduce energy con-
sumption.

The conference wit-
nessed active participation
from 45 participants from
various prestigious institu-
tions including SPA
Bhopal, IITs and NITs from
across the country, who
presented their research
papers.

Baghel govt gives political
appointments to 152 Congmen

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  3300::  With the objec-
tive to rejuvenate the party
leaders ahead of the next
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions, the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday
made political appointments
in various government Boards
and Corporations.

According to the informa-
tion received, Scheduled
Caste leader KP Khande from
Raipur has been appointed as
Chairman of Scheduled Caste
Commission, Baloda Bazar-
Bhatapara resident
Vidyabhushan Shukla has
been appointed as Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Animal
Welfare Board, Dhamtari resi-

dent Mohan Lalwani as
Chairperson of Destitute
Advisory Board, Minority
leader Idrish Gandhi as
Chairman of Urdu Academy
Board, Raipur resident Ram
Gidlani as Chairman of Sindhi
Academy Board, Durg resident
Altaf Ahmed as Madrasha
Board Chairman and Dr Suresh
Kumar Sharma from Raipur as
Chairperson of Chhattisgarh
Sanskrit Education Board.

Apart from them, several
other Congress leaders have
been appointed as Vice
President as well as Members
in various state-run Boards
and Corporation.

Dwarika Sahu from Raipur,
Shanker Sodhi from Bastar,
Ajay Bansal from Sarguja and
Rakesh Thakur from Durg have
been appointed as members in

Apex Bank.
Few including Ajay Sahu has

been removed from Youth
Commission whereas Pravin
Dongre from Bijapur would
replace him in the Commission
whereas Tulsi Sahu too has
been removed from Women
Commission whereas Bako
Baghel from Bastar has been
nominated in her place.
Prominent leaders who have
been given appointments
include Kuldeep Sharma from
Raipur as member in Food
Commission, Chandrawati
Sahu in Raipur Development
Authority (RDA) as Member
whereas Ankit Baghbahra
from Mahasamund, Naina
Gabhel from Raigarh and Niti
Singh from Surajpur have been
appointed as members in
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board.

Centre should increase the amount
for the modernization of CPF: HM

Raipur, Oct  30: Under
the chairmanship of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, the Home
Ministers of all the states
of the country attended a
two-day ‘Chintan shivir’
held at Surajkund in
Haryana. On the second
day of the Chintan Shivir,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also joined and ad-
dressed the meeting. The
Home Minister of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
participated in the chintan
shivir which mainly cov-
ers Civil Defence,
Modernization of Police,
Women’s Security, Border
Management, Illegal
Foreigners Related Issues,
Cyber issues, Prisons and
Forensics, Drugs
Trafficking and National
Security, Human Resource
Development, Civil
Registration, Conviction
Rate Agenda, etc.

While speaking on be-
half of Chhattisgarh on
these subjects, State Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu put forward his point
before the Union Home
Minister on the issue of
police modernization.
Sahu said that
Chhattisgarh government
is providing modern

weapons, security equip-
ments, necessary training
and vehicles to the police
to curb Naxalites in the
state. Sahu said that in the
year 2013-14, Chhattisgarh
state had received 50
crores for police modern-
ization from the Centre,
whereas at present this
amount has come down to
less than 20 crores, which
needs to be increased.

Giving information to
the Union Home Minister,
Sahu said that in the last
three and a half years,
continuous work is being
done to eradicate
Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh. During this,
schools in Naxal-affected
areas were restarted, hos-
pitals were opened in such
areas, basic facilities like
water and electricity were
provided to the villagers.
Ration shops have been
opened in every village.
Forest rights pattas have
been distributed to farm-
ers in Naxal-affected areas
and tribals have been
given their land back.

Expansion of jail 
facilities

Giving information in
the Chintan Shivir in this
regard, Mr. Sahu said that
there are 33 jails in
Chhattisgarh out of which
05 are central, 20 are dis-
trict and 8 are sub-jails.
New barracks are being

constructed in jails, along
with starting new jails in
Raipur and Bilaspur, jail
courts are also being or-
ganized. Shri Sahu said
that in view of the good be-
havior of the prisoners,
885 prisoners have been
waived and released and
643 accused have been
tried in 321 cases of tribal
atrocities in Chhattisgarh.
Intoxicants are coming
from neighboring states

While discussing the
agenda of drug eradica-
tion, Sahu informed the
Union Home Minister that
there is no hemp cultiva-
tion anywhere in
Chhattisgarh, but intoxi-
cants come to the state
from neighboring states
like Odisha, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.
Sahu said that 23 police
stations of the border area
have been identified to
stop this and continuous
action is being taken. To
prevent drug trafficking ,
continuous action is being
taken against drug abuse
by confiscating more than
1 lakh kg of ganja and
more than 20 lakh intoxi-
cating syrups, tablets, cap-
sules injections in the last
3 years.

Moreover, de-addiction
centres through Bharat
Mata Vahini and Nijat
Abhiyan have also been es-
tablished in the state and

public awareness cam-
paign is also being run for
this.
The state is dedicated to
ensure  women’s safety

Talking on the issue of
women’s safety, Mr. Sahu
said that under the Humar
Beti-Humar Maan Yojana,
women police goes on
rounds of the schools and
colleges of the state and
raises awareness on sub-
jects like  good touch, bad
touch, cyber crime, social
media awareness, self de-
fense and legal rights.
Along with this, women in
distress are being helped
by the ‘Abhivyakti’ Women
Safety App. Mr. Sahu in-
formed that women cells
have also been constituted
in every police station and
outposts of the state.

Giving information
about cyber crime, Sahu
said that at present cyber
crime is increasing rapid-
ly due to the use of inter-
net and cyber police sta-
tion is also being operated
in Raipur for the preven-
tion of cyber crimes.
Along with this, Anti
Crime and Cyber ??Unit
has also been constituted
in Raipur-Durg-Bilaspur.
Through the Cyber
??Police Help Line No
1930,. an amount of Rs 3.72
crore has been put on hold
in the cases of cyber crime
till now.
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Khande appointed SC
Commission Chairman

Ch’garh recieved 50 cr
from the Center for
police modernization in
2013-14 and at present
less than 20 cr have
been received 

Home Minister of
Ch’garh put forward his
point in front of the PM
and the Union Home
Minister.

Intoxicants come to
Ch’garh from neighboring
states, more than 1 lakh
kg of cannabis has been
confiscated in 3 years:
Sahu

Women’s cell is formed
in every police station
and outpost of
Chhattisgarh to ensure
women’s security.
Chhattisgarh is also
moving swiftly towards
eradicating Naxalites.

 At KPS Raipur

Ishan climbs 2 spots in
World Ranking Badminton

Raipur, Oct 30: The pair
of Ishan Bhatnagar from
Raipur and Tanisha
Christo from Goa have
climbed two spots to reach
29th position in the World
Ranking of Mixed Double
players released recently.
Raipur Badminton
Association Secretary
Anurag Dixit has congrat-
ulated him over the suc-
cess.



CHHATH FESTIVITY

Chhath Vratis offering Sandhya Arghya to setting Sun on the third day of Chhath Puja at Chhath Ghat of Arpa river,
on Sunday evening.

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Oct 30:
According to the intention
of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, on the occasion of
Govardhan Puja, Gouthan
Diwas was celebrated in
the Gouthans of the dis-
trict on Wednesday.

Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla participated
in the Gouthan Day pro-
gram organized in village
Gangpur of Bemetara de-
velopment block on the oc-
casion of Govardhan Puja
and fed fodder and khichdi
to the cows in the tradition-

al Govardhan Puja of
Chhattisgarh and encour-
aged the villagers.

In the district level pro-
gramme organized in

Gouthan, the
members of the
Gauthan com-
mittee and the
women of self-
help groups
worshiped the
cow. He fed
them khichdi
and fodder and
wished for the
happiness and
prosperity of
the district and

the state. In Gouthans on
Wednesday, on the day of
Govardhan Puja, the tradi-
tion of feeding khichdi to
the cow dynasty is being

followed with full enthusi-
asm in rural areas by wor-
shiping the mother cow.

The women of the group
thanked Chief Minister
Baghel and said that the
Chief Minister has brought
alive the glorious tradition
of Chhattisgarh. He is mak-
ing people especially
women self-reliant through
livelihood activities in
Gouthans to strengthen the
rural economy under the
Godhan Nyay Yojana.
Villagers including
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpayee were present
on this occasion.

Software update 
completed in PPC Rewa
Central Chronicle News

Arang, Oct 30: Software
update preparation has
been completed in Paddy
Procurement Center Rewa
and for this financial year
the paddy procurement will
accommodate 65000 quin-
tals of paddy, from 1474
farmers.

The procurement is to
start from November one
and Daulat Ram Sahu,
President of Procurement
Center Rewa, is continu-
ously directing the meeting
of the concerned employ-
ees regarding the prepara-
tion of paddy procurement.
Addressing the need of a
good flow of procurement,

he told the employees that
the purchase of paddy is
the priority work of the
government.

He also informed that
about 65 thousand quintals
of paddy will be purchased
from 1474 registered farm-
ers from 1808.40 hectare
area from November 01,
2022 to January 31, 2023, as
compared to 1434 last year
on support price at the
paddy procurement center
Rewa. The maximum limit
for purchase of paddy on
support price from farmers
has been fixed at 15 quin-
tals per acre with linking,
except on the days of gov-
ernment holidays from
Monday to Friday.

Idol of Goddess 
Laxmi immersed

Central Chronicle News

Khaora, Oct 30: Idol of
Goddess Laxmi installed
near Azad Chowk by
Laxmi Utsav Samiti in
Gram Chadia was im-
mersed with great fervour
and religious procession.
The rally passed through
different lanes in the vil-
lage and then the idol of
Goddess Laxmi was im-
mersed as per rituals.

On this occasion Laxmi
Utsav Samiti members viz.
Suraj Verma, Hemraj
Verma, Devendra Verma,
Praod Verma, Rishi
Verma, Dani
Vishwakarma and vil-

lagers were present in
large number.
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Arang, Oct 30: For the
past one month, women of
Bhatapara village Tekari,
who have been vocal
against anti-social ele-
ments in the village, took
out a rally on the occasion
of Diwali festival and
toured the entire village,
with the support of the vil-
lagers.

To encourage these
women, not only the village
chiefs participated in the
rally, but the representa-
tives of the Mandir Hasaud
police station administra-
tion also praised the aware-
ness of women along with

visiting the rally.
According to the villagers,
the villagers in Tekari have
banned not only the sale of
illicit liquor but also gam-
bling from Dhanteras to
Govardhan Puja, Kartik
Ekadashi and Poornima.

In view of the festival,

the women took out a rally
in the evening, a day before
Lakshmi Puja, and with the
consent of the village
heads, to warn the anti-so-
cial elements which was
taken part by Rural
Assembly President
Ramanand Patel,treasurer

Ashok Verma, former pres-
idents Bhupendra Sharma
and Hulas Ram Verma, for-
mer vice president
Chhedan Verma,Assistant
Sub Inspector Vinod Singh,
Principal constable Amit
Mishra, and hundreds of
women.

Suva and Raut dance programs
held in Govardhan Puja

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 30: Under the
aegis of Hamar Chinchari
Cultural Forum,
Dootkaiya Khapri, people
from all age groups of
seven years to fifty years
participated with tremen-
dous participation to cele-
brate Govardhan Puja.

Various cultural activi-
ties and competitions were
held to mark the day,
which included rangoli,
sua and raut dance per-
formances. The winners
were given attractive
prizes.

The program was con-
ducted by Chaggu Adil

and Shravan Kumar Sahu
"Prakhar". Ramavatar
Yadav, Hem Kumar Sahu
and Madan Lal Sahu per-
formed the responsibility
as judges. Ghanshyam
Sahu, Shobhit Ram Sahu,
Patiram Sahu, addressed
the gathering.

Bhagwat Sahu, Madan
Lal of Hamar Chinchari
Cultural Forum
Dootkainya made the pro-
gram a success. Birju
Dhruv, Bodhan Sahu,
Hemkumar Sahu,
Gopichand Sahu,
Thaneshwar Sahu, Doman
Sahu, Girdhar Sahu and
others also paid their co-
operation.
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Jagdalpur, Oct 30:
Action is being taken by
the traffic police in the
district headquarters
against the bikers who
create ruckus in the city
with three rides, vehicles
without number and vehi-
cles with loud noise.

The traffic police is
looking tough vehicles
this time on the persons
making loud sound like
firecrackers through the
modified silencers in the
bikes and drivers who do
not apply the number
plates on the front and
rear of their vehicles as
per the norms set by the
transport department.

While taking challan
action against 50 drivers
violating traffic rules, a
mitigation fee of Rs 20000
has also been recovered.

Traffic in-charge
Shivshankar Gendle said
that by installing modi-
fied silencers in the city,
there were frequent com-
plaints of people roaming

around in the
city, without
number vehicles
and triple riding
motorcyclists,
which is a viola-
tion of the
Motor Vehicle
Act. Action is
being taken by
Bastar Police to
crack down on
it.

On the other
hand, the traffic
situation inside
the city has be-
come bad. Due
to erratic vehi-
cles parked on
both sides of the
road, people are
facing a lots of
difficulties in
m o v e m e n t .
Traffic is being
disrupted to a
great extent due
to the roadside
stalls.

In which
mainly the
momos cart to
be set up in front

of Bastar High School and
people coming in other
stalls in the same line are
parking vehicles on the
roads.

Due to which the move-
ment of vehicles on the
road is becoming very dif-
ficult. Traffic jam is being
created due to vehicles
parked in front of the
handcarts, on which no
action is being taken by
the traffic department.

The traffic situation in
Sanjay Market, Gol
Bazaar and main road is
the worst, even here peo-
ple are facing a lot of diffi-
culties due to the arbitrar-
ily parked vehicles, due to
the increasing crowd, the
situation of jam is being
created day by day, on the
other hand, stray bikers
have become enemies of
people's lives by driving
loud sound vehicles at
high speed.

By tampering with the
silencer of the bike, some
bikers are running on un-
bridled roads by making
its sound very loud.
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Koriya, Oct 30:
Chhattisgarh Foundation
Day which is falling on
November 1 will be cele-
brated in a grand manner
in the district and a one-day
Rajyotsava program is
being organized at Korea
District Headquarters.

For the smooth operation
of the district level pro-
gram, Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh himself vis-
ited the Rajyotsav site along
with SP Trilok Bansal and
CEO District Panchayat
Namrata Jain and gave nec-

essary directions to the de-
partmental officers. He has
also given necessary in-
structions to all the officers
for the arrangements relat-
ed to the operation of the
programme. A variety of
cultural presentations will
be given by artists of the
district and for the same
elaborate arrangements are
being done. The Collector
has entrusted the responsi-
bility to the Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development Department,
Korea to ensure the selec-
tion of parties for cultural
programs and other neces-

sary arrangements for cul-
tural parties. Along with
this, instructions have been
given to the officials of the
Electricity Department to
ensure smooth availability
of electricity in the venue
and to arrange generators
of sufficient capacity for
other contingency arrange-
ments. Instructions have
been given to the officials of
the Municipal Council and
the city army to ensure the
arrangement of fire extin-
guishers, adequate water
tankers and necessary
arrangements for cleanli-
ness at the venue.

Deserted offices speak 
of festive continuity
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Mungeli, Oct 30: Festive
season is still prevailing in
the region, as many gov-
ernment offices and trade
units gave a deserted look
post the festival season.
Most of the officers and
employees remained ab-
sent from their offices,
which also included the
Collectorate office, howev-
er as compared to other
days, the number of citi-
zens coming to the
Collectorate office was
also less.

Even after two days of
Diwali holiday, the govern-
ment officials and employ-
ees have not returned to
work and the public is
bearing the brunt of this
as many important depart-
ment in the gallery of the
Collectorate were locked.

Though the state gov-
ernment had issued or-
ders to government em-

ployees to work regularly
from 10.30 am to 5 pm for
five days a week and to
give holiday on Saturdays,
to increase the efficiency
of the employees and to
provide adequate comfort,
but the employees are
availing the benefit in no
serious plan, as the desert-
ed offices stand proof to

the situation.
The Collectorate Office,

Land Records Branch,
Tehsil Office,
Municipality, District
Education Officer Office,
District E-Governance
Society, Food Department,
Veterinary Department,
Tribal Development
Department, Excise

Department, Water
Resources, Public Works
Department, Forest
Department, are some of
the many departments
showing deserted looks,
however also major school
classrooms also showed
vacant benches owing to
children too submerged in
festive spirit still.
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Rajyotsava to be celebrated
in grand manner: Collector

Traffic police collected Rs 20000 
as mitigation fee on 50 drivers

Women take out rally against anti-social elements Gouthan Day celebrated in Gangpur Gauthan 
Collector got involved in Gouthan Day program
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After two-year hiatus, Raj
sees wedding boom

Jaipur, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Around 1.5 lakh wed-
dings are estimated to be
solemnised across
Rajasthan in November,
the highest in over two
years after the coron-
avirus outbreak.

Wedding planners and
all those involved in the in-
dustry are upbeat and ex-
pecting a full-scale busi-
ness this time as there are
no restrictions like the
past due to the pandemic.

“People are now ready
to celebrate weddings on a
full-scale like before. As
per an estimate, nearly 1.5
marriages will take place
across Rajasthan in the
month of November. The
season begins on
November 4, the auspi-
cious occasion of Dev
Uthni Gyaras,” said Ravi

Jindal, chairman of the
Rajasthan Tent Dealers’
Association.

“This is the highest
number of weddings in
two years. Most of the
marriage halls and wed-
ding venues are booked for
almost next five months.

Apart from wedding halls,
hotels, resorts and farm-
houses have booked for
wedding functions,” he
said.

Jindal said the number
of wedding last November
was around 40,000 to
50,000.

PM, TN Guv, Stalin pay tributes
to Muthuramalinga Thevar

Chennai, Oct 30 (PTI): 

P a s u m p o n
Muthuramalinga Thevar
was remembered on
Sunday on the occasion of
his 115th birth anniver-
sary, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi
and Chief Minister M K
Stalin among a host of
leaders paying rich trib-

utes to the late freedom
fighter.

Rival AIADMK leaders
K Palaniswami and O
Panneerselvam were
among those who paid
tributes to Thevar. “I bow
to the great Pasumpon
Muthuramalinga Thevar
on the occasion of his
Guru Pooja. I also recall
his outstanding contribu-
tion to our nation, particu-

larly in furthering social
empowerment, farmer
welfare and removing
poverty. His ideals will al-
ways inspire us,” Modi
tweeted. Thevar com-
mands great respect in
Tamil Nadu, especially in
the southern parts. Ravi
paid floral tributes to the
portrait of the leader at
Raj Bhavan here. The
Governor “hailed the yeo-
man services of
P a s u m p o n
Muthuramalinga Thevar,
who was a revolutionary
freedom fighter, a vision-
ary nationalist-spiritual
leader and an iconic social
reformer,” a Raj Bhavan
release said.

Thevar’s contribution to
India’s freedom struggle
and association with
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose in strengthening the
Indian National Army
(INA) inspired many
youth from Tamil Nadu to
join the Indian national
freedom movement, it
said.

BROTHER MAC TO STUDENTS

‘Emphasise on value of love, forgiveness’
Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Hang on to love, said
Brother Brendan
MacCarthaigh, as he left
for his hometown in
Dublin, bidding farewell to
the city, where he spent
over six decades of his life,
teaching students and
building lives.

The educator, 84, had to
leave India due to visa-re-
lated issues.

His current and former
students of St Joseph’s
College, Bowbazar, some of
whom are teenagers and
some senior citizens now,
fondly recalled their asso-
ciation with Brother Mac,
as he is fondly called.

“When we got to know
that brother was notified
to leave the country be-
cause he inadvertently
missed filing some visa
documents, many of us of-
fered him assistance from
authorities.

“He told us that ‘I am a
teacher and I would not
like to arm-twist anybody’.

This sense of righteous-
ness is so rare these days,
but so natural to him,”
said Rajesh Arora, one of
his former students.

In his parting message
to the students, Brother
Mac emphasised the value
of love and forgiveness, es-
pecially at a time “when
some politicians are split-
ting the country and
spreading hatred”.

During the farewell pro-
gramme organised in the
city on the eve of his de-
parture, he asked people to
make love an inevitable
part of their value system.

“If you hate Muslims

being a Hindu, you are
wrong, If you hate Hindus
being a Muslim, you are
wrong. If you dislike any-
body, you are wrong,” he
asserted.

“Ask yourself important
questions. In my country,
Protestants were trained
to hit Catholics, and
Catholics trained to hit
Protestants. To some ex-
tent, that still goes on. In
India, some politicians are
splitting the country and
spreading hatred,” the ed-
ucator stated.

Religion is only a social
construct, with different
people adopting different
ways to offer prayers, he
said.

Arora, a 1985-batch stu-
dent, said that Brother
Mac has, over the years,
also worked for the welfare
of underprivileged people,
trying to touch their lives
with education.

“Brother Brendan
MacCarthiagh went quick-
ly from being my teacher
in middle school to being a

friend, philosopher and
guide. He has been a con-
stant source of inspiration
not only to me, but to any-
body who has had the
pleasure of knowing
him,” Arora, an entrepre-
neur in the medical field,
added.

Another alumnus,
Imran Zaki of the 1984
batch, too, fondly recalled
his association with
Brother Mac.

He was not just a good
educator, but someone
who treated all his stu-
dents with empathy, com-
passion, supporting them
in every way. His children
are spread all over the
world and their messages
kept pouring at his
farewell ceremony, Zaki
said.

“However, we should not
call it a farewell as Brother
Brendan will continue to
guide us with his teach-
ings, even if he is not phys-
ically present in India,”
the city-based social entre-
preneur said.

Tripura CM thanks PM for 

highlighting bio-village project 

Agartala, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Manik
Saha heaped praise on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for highlighting the
country’s first bio-village
in Tripura in his monthly
Mann Ki Baat’ radio
broadcast on Sunday.

Tripura Renewable
Energy Development
Authority (TREDA) in as-
sociation with the Bio-
Technology department
has established the coun-
try’s first bio-village at
Daspara, in Sepahijala dis-
trict, about 25 km from
here.

“I am very happy to see
the Prime Minister high-
lighting and promoting
the state’s first bio-village
on which work had started
around two years ago. The

concept of bio-village is
environment-friendly.
Water pumps for irriga-
tion and lighting system
are solar-powered”, the
chief minister told jour-
nalists.

Sixty-four families re-
siding at Daspara meet
their energy requirement
from solar power.

The Bio-Technology de-
partment has extended
help to the villagers, who
were solely dependent on
agriculture and fishery, by
encouraging them to set
up piggeries and take up
goat-rearing as well.

The Prime Minister in
the radio programme on
Sunday made a special ref-
erence to the successful
implementation of the
concept of bio-village in
the northeastern state and
applauded the efforts by
the authorities.

‘Govt schools to get
new infrastructure’

Guwahati, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday said that all gov-
ernment schools in the
state will soon get new in-
frastructure. More than
4,000 schools will be cov-
ered under the initiative,
he said. Sarma, along with
Education Minister Ranoj
Pegu, the state govern-
ment’s education advisor
Nani Gopal Mahanta and

senior officials, visited sev-
eral old government
schools in Guwahati and
inspected the existing facil-
ities. “We are trying to con-
vert educational institutes
of our State into centres
for human resources devel-
opment,” Sarma tweeted
later. “All Govt schools will
get new infrastructure. As
a part of this, 10 schools in
Guwahati will get new
buildings in 1st phase, be-
fore 4,000 more schools are
covered,” he added. Among
the schools, he visited was
Kamrup Academy, where
he had studied. “Visited
Kamrup Academy,
Guwahati, and reviewed
its infrastructure.
Established in 1930, I had
the privilege of seeking ed-
ucation from this histori-
cal institute in my child-
hood.

Bhojpuri actor’s wife alleges
mental harassment

Ballia (UP) Oct 30 (PTI): 

Bhojpuri film actor
Pawan Singh’s wife Jyoti
Singh has accused him of
causing mental harass-
ment, forcing her to go for
an abortion and instigat-
ing to commit suicide.

Ballia city police station
incharge Inspector
Praveen Kumar Singh on
Sunday said a complaint
from Jyoti Singh has been
received and they are in-
vestigating the matter.
Actor Pawan Singh did
not respond to the calls.

Jyoti Singh, a resident
of Middhi locality here,
said in her complaint that
she was married to the

actor on Mar 6, 2018.
A few days after their

marriage, Pawan Singh,
his mother Pratima Devi
and sister started taunt-
ing her for her looks, she
alleged.

Jyoti claimed that her
mother-in-law took away
about Rs 50 lakh she got
from her maternal uncle
and started abusing her
every day.

She alleged that apart
from being tortured in
various ways, she was
being instigated to com-
mit suicide.

According to the com-
plaint, when she was
pregnant, she was given a
medicine, which led to her
miscarriage.

She alleged that her
husband started abusing
and assaulting her after

getting drunk and insti-
gating her to commit sui-
cide.

Alleging mental harass-
ment by her husband, she
said a Mercedes car was
demanded from her.

Jyoti told PTI that she
had all proof of her com-
plaint and will make it
public at the right time.

She had filed a mainte-
nance suit against the
actor in a family court on
April 22, on which Pawan
Singh was served a notice
by the court and told to be
present in the hearing on
November 5.

Pawan Singh, 36, is a
Bhojpuri actor and shot to
fame with song “Lollipop
Lagelu” in 2014. He had
earlier married to Neelam
in 2014 and in 2015, she
had committed suicide.

‘BJP trying to buy 20-30
TRS MLAs, topple Govt’

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Sunday alleged that the
BJP was trying to ‘buy’ 20
or 30 MLAs of the ruling
TRS and topple his govern-
ment.

Addressing a poll rally
at bypoll-bound Munugode
Rao segment, Rao referred
to the TRS MLAs case and
said “brokers” from Delhi
came and attempted to
bribe the MLAs by offer-
ing Rs 100 crore each.
However, the legislators,
who are real sons of the

soil, rebuffed the offer.
“You have seen yester-

day. (BJP thinks) KCR is
talking loudly. Let’s see his

(political) end. They have
sent brokers to buy each
MLA for Rs 100 crore.
They wanted to buy 20 or
30 MLAs and topple KCR’s
government and encroach
Telangana so that they can
implement privatisation
as per their will,” Rao al-
leged. His statement
comes a day after three
people who tried to
“poach” four TRS legisla-
tors were arrested and re-
manded to judicial cus-
tody. Rao paraded all the
four legislators in the pub-
lic meeting. Based on a
complaint by P Rohith
Reddy, one of the TRS leg-

islators, cases under rele-
vant sections - criminal
conspiracy, offering bribe
and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 - were filed
against Ramachandra
Bharati alias Satish
Sharma, Nanda Kumar
and Simhayaji Swamy —
on October 26 night.

According to the FIR
copy, Rohith Reddy alleged
that the accused offered
him Rs 100 crore and in re-
turn the legislator had to
leave the TRS and contest
as a BJP candidate in the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions.

EX-SERVICEMEN RALLY

Army personnel perform during an ex-servicemen rally, in Bikaner, Sunday. 

WATERLOGGED ROAD

Commuters wade through a waterlogged road during heavy rain in Kochi, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Seized
 Thane: The Anti-

Narcotics Cell (ANC)
has seized banned
gutka worth Rs 10.16
lakh from a tempo in
Taloja area of Navi
Mumbai and arrested
the vehicle driver, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, the
Navi Mumbai police’s
ANC intercepted the
tempo coming from
Bhiwandi in Thane
district at Dansar toll
plaza in Taloja area of
Maharashtra on
Friday, the police said
in a release.

Mishap
 Aizawl: At least 4 peo-

ple were killed and 18
others injured when a
petrol tanker caught
fire and exploded in
Mizoram’s Aizawl dis-
trict on Saturday
evening, police said.
The incident occurred
at Tuirial village,
about 18 kilometres
east of the state capi-
tal, at around 6 pm
when the tanker was
going to Champhai.

Arrested
 Jajpur: Three minor

boys were arrested on
the charge of raping a 12-
year-old girl and upload-
ing a video they made of
the act on social media
platforms in Odisha’s
Jajpur district, police
said Saturday. The ac-
cused boys, who were in
the age group of 14-17,
and the victim live in the
same village under
Jenapur police station
limits.

Gold 
 Chennai: Over 900 gm

of gold ingots, mobile
phones and foreign
cigarettes have been
seized in two different
incidents at the inter-
national airport here,
said the Customs on
Sunday. In the first in-
cident, the sleuths de-
tected the ingots con-
cealed in a portable
digital video disc
(DVD) writer kept in
the bag of a passenger
who arrived from
Dubai on October 29.

Factory fire
 Dehradun: A fire

broke out on Sunday in
an gooseberry candy
factory located on the
premises of a resort
linked to the Ankita
Bhandari murder case
in Uttarakhand’s
Rishikesh. The incident
took place at 10 am in
the Yamkeshwar area
of Pauri district, offi-
cials said.

Swept away 
 Dehradun: Two men

from Delhi were swept
away by the strong cur-
rent of the River Ganga
near Rishikesh, police
said. The two — Vansh
Kaushal, a resident of
Delhi’s Prashant Vihar
area, and Kumar
Gaurav, a resident of
Chhatarpur area, got
down into the Ganga
after rafting at Neem
Beach area and were
swept away by the strong
current on Saturday, the
police said.

A young supporter 
holding a photograph of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his mother 
welcomes PM Modi 
during his visit to
Vadodara, Sunday.

K Chandrasekhar Rao

Says instigated to
commit suicide

Himanta Biswa Sarma

 In Maan Ki Baat

Brother Brendan MacCarthaigh

Former Tamil Nadu chief minister O. Panneerselvam pays

tribute to freedom fighter Muthuramalinga Thevar on his

birth anniversary, in Madurai, Sunday.

A groom tries on a ‘sherwani’ while shopping for his 
upcoming nuptials during the wedding season, at Badi
Chuapar in Jaipur. 



CAR BOMB ATTACK

People walk amidst destruction at the scene, a day after a double car bomb attack at a busy junction in Mogadishu,
Somalia Sunday, Oct. 30. Somalia’s president says multiple people were killed in Saturday’s attacks and the toll could rise
in the country’s deadliest attack since a truck bombing at the same spot five years ago killed more than 500. 
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Islamabad, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan has
quashed “rumours” that he
is abandoning the long
march to hold talks with the
government, saying no dia-
logue will be held until au-
thorities announced a date
for snap elections.

The long march dubbed
as ‘Haqeeqi Azadi March’
began on Friday.

On its second day on
Saturday, the marchers
failed to reach their prom-
ised destination in Kamoke
where Khan was scheduled
to address his supporters.

The rumours of Khan
abandoning the march
spread after he returned to
Lahore when the long
march reached Kala Shah
Kaku.

His Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party’s
Secretary General Asad
Umar said that their Khan
left for Lahore to attend a
“very important meeting”.

Khan took to Twitter to
quash rumours that a high-
level meeting was being

held in Lahore between PTI
and the government. “For
all those spreading rumours

about my meeting in
Lahore, the reason we re-
turned was because Lahore
was closer and we had al-
ready decided not to move
at night. The only demand I
have had for six months is a
date for early fair and free
elections. That will be the
only demand if talks are to
be held,” Khan, the PTI
chief, tweeted on Saturday.

PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry told Bol News
channel that the move-
ment of protestors was
slow because “thousands
of people” were walking
alongside Khan’s contain-
er.

“No PTI leader is hold-
ing any talks with the gov-
ernment as this task has
been entrusted to
President Arif Alvi. We
will accept the consensus
or solution Dr Alvi finds
out,” he said.

He also said that the
talks would be held with
the powerful establish-
ment and not the govern-

ment and the focus of the
talks would be elections.

“Dialogue will happen
only when the coalition gov-
ernment accepts the de-
mand of snap polls,”
Chaudhry said.

Imran Khan quashes rumours about abandoning long march

London, Oct 30 (AP):

The British government
insisted on Sunday it has
robust cybersecurity for
government officials, after
a newspaper reported that
former Prime Minister Liz
Truss’ phone was hacked
while she was UK foreign
minister.

The Mail on Sunday
said that the hack was dis-
covered when Truss was
running to become
Conservative Party leader
and prime minister in the

summer.
It said the security

breach was kept secret by
then-Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and the head of
the civil service.

The newspaper, citing
unnamed sources, said
Russian spies were sus-
pected of the hack. It said
the hackers gained access
to sensitive information,
including discussions
about the Ukraine war
with foreign officials, as
well as private conversa-
tions between Truss and a

political ally, former
Treasury chief Kwasi
Kwarteng.

The UK government
spokesperson declined to
comment on security
arrangements, but said it
had “robust systems in
place to protect against
cyber threats,” including
regular security briefings
for ministers.

Opposition parties de-
manded an independent
investigation into the
hack, and into the leak of
the information to a news-

paper.
“Was Liz Truss’s phone

hacked by Russia, was
there a news blackout and
if so why?” said Liberal
Democrat foreign affairs
spokesperson Layla
Moran.

“If it turns out this in-
formation was withheld
from the public to protect
Liz Truss’ leadership bid,
that would be unforgiv-
able.”

Labour Party law-and-
order spokesperson Yvette
Cooper said “the story

raises issues around cy-
bersecurity.”

“It’s why cybersecurity
has to be taken so serious-
ly by everyone across gov-
ernment, the role of hos-
tile states,” she told Sky
News.

“But also the allegations
about whether a Cabinet
minister has been using a
personal phone for serious
government business, and
serious questions about
why this information or
this story has been leaked
or briefed right now.”

UK politicians demand probe into Liz Truss phone hack claim

Washington, Oct 30 (PTI):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken held a
telephonic conversation
with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
and discussed the ongoing
Ukraine war, counterter-
rorism and other regional
and global issues.

Jaishankar thanked
Blinken for his “strong
and clear message” on
counter-terrorism as well
as his call for holding
those responsible for the
26/11 Mumbai attacks ac-
countable. The two lead-
ers spoke on Saturday.

“The two discussed re-
gional and global issues,
including counterterror-
ism cooperation and

Russia’s continuing ag-
gression against
Ukraine,” Ned Price,
spokesperson of the State
Department said in a
readout of the call on
Saturday.

“Good to speak to US
Secretary of State
@SecBlinken. Thanked
him for his strong and
clear message yesterday
on counter-terrorism and
26/11 accountability.
Discussed the Ukraine
conflict and other region-
al issues,” Jaishankar
tweeted on Saturday.

Blinken, while address-
ing an informal session of
the UN Security Council’s
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee (CTC) in
Mumbai via video mes-
sage on Friday, said allow-
ing the architects of the
Mumbai attacks to go un-
punished will send wrong
message. “We have a re-
sponsibility to the victims
and to people everywhere
to bring to justice the per-
petrators of the Mumbai
attacks, including their
masterminds,” Blinken
added.

Blinken speaks to EAM 
Jaishankar; discuss Ukraine war

Seoul, Oct 30 (AP):

Concerned relatives
raced to hospitals in
search of their loved ones
Sunday as South Korea
mourned the deaths of at
least 151 people, mostly in
their teens and 20s, who
got trapped and crushed
after a huge Halloween
party crowd surged into a
narrow alley in a nightlife
district in Seoul.

Tens of thousands of
people were believed to
have gathered in Itaewon
for festivities on Saturday
night.

Witnesses say the
streets were so densely
clogged with people and
slow-moving vehicles that
it was practically impossi-
ble for emergency workers
and ambulances to reach
the alley near Hamilton
Hotel, as the situation
quickly developed into one
of the country’s worst dis-
asters in years.

Officials say the death
toll could grow as 19 peo-
ple among the 82 being
treated for injuries are in
critical condition.

Seoul’s city government
said more than 2,000 peo-
ple have called a city office
in nearby Hannam-dong
as of midday Saturday, re-

porting their relatives as
out of contact and asking
officials to confirm
whether they were among
those injured or dead after
the crush.

The dead included 19
foreigners, said Choi
Seong-beom, chief of
Seoul’s Yongsan fire de-
partment. Their nationali-
ties weren’t immediately
released.

An estimated 100,000
people had gathered in
Itaewon for the country’s
biggest outdoor Halloween
festivities since the pan-
demic began and strict
rules on gatherings were
enforced. The South
Korean government eased
COVID-19 restrictions in
recent months and this
was the first big chance to
get out and party for many
young people. While
Halloween isn’t a tradi-
tional holiday in South
Korea, where children
rarely go trick-or-treating,

it’s still a major attraction
for young adults, and cos-
tume parties at bars and
clubs have become hugely
popular in recent years.

Itaewon, near where the
former headquarters of
US military forces in
South Korea operated be-
fore moving out of the cap-
ital in 2018, is an expat-
friendly district known for
its trendy bars, clubs and
restaurants and it’s the
city’s marquee Halloween
destination.

Officials initially said
150 people were injured as
of Sunday morning before
later lowering their tally.
National Fire Agency offi-
cials didn’t immediately
explain why the tally was
reduced but said emer-
gency workers would have
had a more accurate idea
of the casualties as rescue
operations proceeded and
that some of the injured
would have been convert-
ed to deaths.

SK in shock, grief as 151 die in Halloween crowd surge

Washington, Oct 30 (PTI):

The US wants to make
sure that it is partnering
with India in its defence
modernisation plans and
to better enable it to play a
“broader stabilising role”
in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region, according
to a senior Pentagon offi-
cial. The Biden adminis-
tration has taken several
steps to strengthen the
India-US defence relation-
ship since it assumed
power in January 2021.

“As India is taking a look
at how it accelerates its
own defence modernisa-
tion, in order to expand the
role that it already plays as
what I would describe as a
net security provider in
the Indian Ocean region,
but more broadly in the
Indo-Pacific, the United
States wants to make sure

that we are partnering
with India to better enable
it to play that broader sta-
bilising role in the region,”
the senior defence official
told PTI on Saturday.

“We have been very fo-
cused on ways that we are
advancing interoperability
between the US and the
Indian military,” the offi-
cial from the Pentagon
said on condition of
anonymity.

“Obviously, the signa-
ture initiative I would
highlight here is the tri-
service exercise that we
have between, which from
our view is better equip-
ping both of our militaries
to be prepared for the
kinds of challenges we will
face in the future, which
will require joint respons-
es on both sides,” the offi-
cial said. The official, how-
ever, refrained from de-

scribing the kind of re-
sponses that the two coun-
tries would have to their
common challenges,
amidst China’s aggressive
posturing in the Indo-
Pacific. The militaries of
the two countries have co-
ordinated in the past dur-
ing several natural disas-
ters. “A lot of the exercises
we’re talking about are re-
ally focused on a lot of the
disasters and other kinds
of crises that we would see
happening all of the time
in the Indo-Pacific region,”
the official said.

“In addition, as we oper-
ate operationally, we are
looking at what we do to-
gether in emerging techno-
logical domains, which I
think we both recognise
are increasingly important
to the modern way of war-
fare,” said the senior 
official.

‘US partnering with India to enable it play
‘broader stabilising role’ in Indo-Pacific’

Kyiv, Oct 30 (AP):

US President Joe Biden
warned that global hunger
could increase because of
Russia’s suspension of a
UN-brokered deal to allow
safe passage for ships car-
rying Ukrainian grain.

“It’s really outrageous,”
said Biden speaking in
Wilmington, Delaware, on
Saturday. “There’s no
merit to what they’re
doing. The UN negotiated
that deal and that should
be the end of it.”

Biden spoke hours after
Russia announced it
would immediately halt
participation in the agree-
ment, alleging that
Ukraine staged a drone at-
tack Saturday against
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet
ships off the coast of occu-
pied Crimea. Ukraine has
denied the attack.

The grain initiative has
allowed more than 9 mil-
lion tons of grain in 397
ships to safely leave
Ukrainian ports since it
was signed in July. It was
to be renewed in late
November. The grain
agreement has succeeded

in bringing down global
food prices, which have
fallen by approximately 15
per cent from their peak in
March, according to the
United Nations.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
called the decision pre-
dictable and said Russia
has been deliberately ag-
gravating the food crisis
since September.
Currently, some 176 ships
loaded with grain are pre-
vented from sailing from

Ukraine’s ports, he said.
“This is food for more

than 7 million consumers.
Why is it that some hand-
ful of people somewhere
in the Kremlin can decide
whether there will be food
on the tables of people in
Egypt or Bangladesh?” he
said in his nightly address
to the nation Saturday.

Russia’s action is facing
international condemna-
tion. European Union for-
eign policy chief Josep
Borrell urged Russia to re-

verse its decision, in a
tweet Sunday.

Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for the UN sec-
retary general, said the
world body is in touch
with Russian authorities
and it is vital all parties re-
frain from any action that
would impede the grain
initiative.

Russia had been setting
conditions to withdraw
from the deal for some
time, the Institute for the
Study of War, a
Washington think tank
said. Even if Ukraine did
order the attack on
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, it
would have been propor-
tionate to Russia’s bomb-
ing campaign on
Ukrainian civilian targets
and infrastructure in re-
cent weeks, it added.
Earlier this month,
Moscow intensified its
missile and drone strikes
on Ukraine’s power sta-
tions, waterworks and
other key infrastructure,
damaging 40 per cent of
Ukraine’s electric system
and forcing the govern-
ment to implement rolling
blackouts.

Global concern on Russia’s 
suspension of Ukraine grain deal

US President Joe Biden (C) poses for a photo with a child
as he departs Saint Joseph on the Brandywine Roman
Catholic Church after attending Mass in Wilmington,
Delaware.

South Korea’s South Korea’s President Yoon Suk-yeol
(front 2nd L) visits the scene of a Halloween stampede in
the capital’s popular Itaewon district, in Seoul on October
30. At least 151 people were killed and scores more were
injured in a stampede at a packed Halloween event in 
central Seoul late on October 29, officials said, in one of
South Korea’s worst peacetime accidents.

Former Pakistan prime minister Imran Khan (C) addresses
his supporters during an anti-government long march 
towards Islamabad to demand early elections, in Lahore.
Khan launched a so-called “long march” on October 28 in
the capital Islamabad to demand early elections, piling
pressure on a government already in crisis.
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Will bridge 
gender gap

BCCI’s landmark de-
cision with regard to
gender pay parity for in-
ternational cricket
matches deserves un-
stinted appreciation
and adulation. The dif-
ference in the earnings
of male and female
cricketers is staggering-
ly unfair. The decision
will help bridge the gen-
der gap considerably
and inspire more girls
with latent talent to join
professional cricket.
Such incentives will
equip our cricket team
with more talented and
dedicated players, en-
hancing our competi-
tive mettle and prowess.

Roshan Lal Goel,
by mail

Attempt to 
sow fear

Terrorists resorting
to killing Kashmiri
Pandits, non-Kashmiri
Hindus and Muslims
and even security per-
sonnel shows a concert-
ed attempt to sow fear
among residents of
Kashmir and challenge
the efforts to attain nor-
malcy since the nullifi-
cation of Article 370.
Targeted killings are
difficult to prevent as
security personnel have
no way of knowing who
will be the next target of
militants. This is in con-
trast to bigger terror op-
erations that can be
tracked through effec-
tive intelligence gather-
ing. Earlier, Kashmiri
Muslim civilians were
targeted, but in recent
months there has been
a clear attempt to ter-
rorise Kashmiri
Pandits and
Hindus/Sikhs in J&K.
Their objective is to
give a clear message to
these minorities that
they are not welcome in
the Valley.

EL Singh, By mail

Bring in private
players

Contrary to the tall
claim by Punjab state
officials, incidents of
straw burning have sur-
passed last year’s fig-
ures with paddy harvest
likely to peak in most of
the areas under cultiva-
tion. The state govern-
ment’s soft approach
against farmers in such
cases has sent wrong
signals and deflated all
means and measures
taken by the govern-
ment, including equip-
ment subsidy, to contain
farm fires. Time has
come to hand over stub-
ble management to pri-
vate players. This will
not only help the gov-
ernment in contain-
ment of farm fires, but
will also give monetary
benefit to farmers by
selling stubble residue
to private firms.

Anil Vinayak,
Amritsar
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Devotees perform rituals during Chhath Puja festivities, at the bank of the Ganga river, in Patna, Sunday, Oct. 30.

CHHATH PUJA FESTIVITIES

D elhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has created a political flutter
with his appeal to incorporate images of Goddess Lakshmi and

Lord Ganesha on currency notes. He has written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra  Modi  pushing  forward  the demand, noting that
since the Indian economy  was  not  in  good  shape,  the country needed
a lot of effort to get the economy back on track along with the "blessings
of our gods and goddesses". It's a wish of 130 crore Indians that there
should a picture of Mahatma Gandhi on one side of currency notes and
the photos of Lord Ganesha and Goddess Lakshmi on the other side, he
wrote to PM Modi, claiming "tremendous support" he has received on
this issue. There is massive enthusiasm among the people and everyone
wants this to be implemented immediately, Kejriwal asserted, adding
that the country will progress only with a confluence of correct policy,
hard work and blessings of  the gods.The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) con-
vener said in the letter that Indian economy is passing through a very bad
phase and India and is listed among developing countries despite 75
years of Independence. Citing Indonesia's example, Kejriwal said, “If
Indonesia can do it; choose Ganesh Ji, so can we... Indonesia is a Muslim
country. There are 85 per cent Muslims and only 2 per cent Hindus, but
there is a picture of Shri Ganesh ji on the currency." Indonesia has a
20,000 rupiah note on which Lord Ganesha is inscribed. It is the only
country to have Lord Ganesha on a currency note. But, with his unusual
appeal, Kejriwal soon found himself in the midst of a big controversy with
his political opponent straining their guns at him. Quick to react, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has described  Kejriwal's  demand  as  an
unsuccessful attempt to hide the "anti-Hindu face" of his party in poll-
bound Gujarat and  Himachal  Pradesh.  The amajwadi Party has accused
Kejriwal of championing RSS and BJP agenda by his advocating of  gods'
pictures on Indian banknotes. Senior Congress leader and Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel too slammed his Delhi counterpart for de-
manding images of Goddess Lakshmi and Lord Ganesh on currency notes
and dubbed his statement as a tactic to garner votes. Delhi Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia, however, backed Kejriwal's appeal to print photos of
Hindu deities on currency notes for prosperity. Lakshmi, the Goddess of
wealth, and Ganesh, the remover of obstacles, are worshipped on Diwali
to usher prosperity. With an election season ahead, political parties too
need heavenly blessings for success.

I t is widely known that
the aquarium industry

is currently worth around 15
billion dollars
worldwide.Thousands of new
fish keepers discover the natu-
ral wonder of aquariums each
year.The trade arose globally
in the 1930's, and has been
growing since. Despite being a
relatively new market, the
aquarium trade is an expand-
ing market globally. Millions
of marine fishes and inverte-
brates are removed from coral
reefs and associated habitats
each year. The capture and
marketing of live reef species
provides a significant income
source in remote communi-
ties. Fishery trade plays an
important role in the econo-
my of many Asian, African
and other low-income coun-
tries. The majority are im-
ported into the United States,
the remainder sent to Europe,
Japan, and a handful of other
countries. Nearly half the
world aquarium fish market
is in the United States.

After the Second World War,
trade in tropical ornamental
fish increased significantly,
and it was common practice
to collect fish directly at the
source to be sold for ornamen-
tal purposes. Since the late
1950s, the ornamental fish
trade has undergone major
changes. Some countries in
Southeast Asia (Singapore,
Thailand, Hong Kong and
Indonesia) have a highly de-
veloped ornamental fish
breeding industry, and more
than 90% of freshwater orna-
mental fish are now bred in

captivity. The major exporters
of ornamental fish are Asian
countries, the United States of
America (Hawaii), the
Netherlands, Germany and
some Central and Eastern
European countries (Czech
Republic and Russia). The or-
namental fish category in-
cludes tropical fish, goldfish,
koi and may other marine
aquatic fishes.Marine orna-
mental species have greater
potential for export trade be-
cause of their most exquisite
colours and attention-grab-
bing behaviour.

Ornamental fish trade is a
multibillion-dollar industry
in which approximately more
than 125 countries involve the
trade. It has been estimated
that approximately one bil-
lion ornamental fish are com-
mercialized every year with a
value in the order of US $6 bil-
lion dollars. The European
Union as a whole is the
world’s largest market for or-
namental fish, but the United
States (US) is the leading pro-
ducer of ornamental
fish.Major markets are still in
North America and Europe,
with emerging markets in
Brazil, China, and India.
Globally, over 46,000,000 aquat-
ic organisms are traded annu-
ally in the ornamental fish
trade.Trade in fish involves
more than 2500 species, more
than 60% of which are fresh-
water-born. Developing coun-
tries are the major producers
and suppliers in the world
supplying more than 60% of
the ornamental fish.
Currently about 280 exotic

species and about 100 indige-
nous species of ornamental
fish are being produced and
traded. Although exact num-
bers on the decorative fish in-
dustry’s worth and commerce
are unavailable, the value of
ornamental fish and inverte-
brates imported into various
countries globally is estimat-
ed to be over $278 million US
dollars.

According to pet industry
surveys, the aquarium market
is valued at about 1,000 mil-
lion dollars. The marine orna-
mental fish trade is operated
from South-East countries
Philippines, Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, Maldives and major
pacific Island countries like
Solomon Island, Australia,
Fiji and Palau. These coun-
tries together supply more
than 98% of the total marine
ornamental fishes involved in
trade. Singapore serves as the
largest worldwide center and
clearinghouse for the import,
and export of both fresh and
marine ornamental fish.
Global trade in marine orna-
mental species includes nu-
merous countries; however,
80% of the trade involves ex-
ports from the Philippines
and Indonesia to the USA. The
worldwide import value of
marine ornamentals is esti-
mated at US$ 200–330 million
annually. Major markets are
still in North America and
Europe, with emerging mar-
kets in Brazil, China, and
India. Millions of saltwater
fish are caught in Indonesia
and other countries to fill
aquariums around the
world.An estimated 30 million
fish and other creatures are
caught annually to supply the
home aquarium market, tak-
ing a toll on some reef ecosys-
tems.

Europe is the region with
the largest share of the global
reef aquarium market rev-
enue, at 32.2% in 2020.In 2020,
the world exports of "Live or-
namental fish" exceeded $322
million (according to external
trade statistics of 71 coun-

tries). It was $323 million in
the previous year (according
to merchandise trade statis-
tics of 73 countries). The
value of live ornamental fish
trade (exports and imports)
was $330 million globally in
2020.Japan exported the most
live ornamental fish of all
countries, exporting 13.1% of
the global total, valued at $43.2
million in 2020.The United
States of America imported
the most live ornamental fish
of all countries, importing
19.3% of the global total, val-
ued at $63.7 million in 2020.
The world's largest exporters
of Live ornamental fish in
2020 are Japan, Spain,
Singapore, Indonesia and
Netherlands and the world’s
largest importers of this
group are USA, China, UK,
Germany and Japan.The or-
namental fish market size was
valued at USD 5.4 billion in
2021 and is anticipated to ex-
pand at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 8.5%
from 2022 to 2030. The top 5
countries exporting the most
live ornamental fish are
Japan (13.1%), Indonesia
(11.7%), Singapore (10.2%),
Netherlands (6.65%),
Thailand (6.64%).

The market for aquarium
fish is expected to grow signif-
icantly between 2022 and 2028,
over the projected period.The
market for aquarium fish is
expected to grow significantly
between 2022 and 2028, over
the projected period. In South
America, 85% of ornamental
fish are exported from priori-
ty regions, including the
Amazon and Orinoco rivers in
Brazil, Colombia and Peru.
Global aquaculture market
will reach $411.04 billion by
2030, growing by 5.6% annual-
ly over 2020-2030 considering
the impact of COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to the ex-
perts.Therefore, the global or-
namental fish market is ex-
panding as a result of the
growing use of ornamental
fish in commercial, residen-
tial, and other industries.

Pranay Dhar Diwan 

A mbitious dream of
egalitarian society

sparked into eyes of our con-
stitutional forefathers. A so-
ciety with immense social &
educational inequality has to
be brought out from the evils
of mass illiteracy, social in-
justice & unemployment.
Idea of affirmative action got
its legitimacy from the age
long disparities prevalent
within social structure.
Special provisions imbibed
into our constitution outline
a proportionate balance be-
tween competition & affirma-
tive action.

In late eighties & early nin-
ties populist pressure started
to propound reservation in

proportion to categorical pop-
ulation. Bunch of petitions
moved toward apex court &
finally in Indra Sahney vs
Union of India competitive
ceiling acquired a consolidat-
ed ground. Instead of the
writ order many states
brought special statutes to at-
tain populist mileage for cate-
gorical mobilisation which
suffers from jurisprudential
defect & social injustice.

Now let us try to conceive
how the affirmative action
policy works. Reservation not
only appears at services it
starts from school education
and extends upto promotions.
Keeping political reservation
aside if we observe the entire
competitive process vacan-
cies meant for unreserved cat-

egory invites every meritori-
ous student from reserved
categories as well. When it
comes to vacancies for state
cadre even backward classes
from other states participate
into open competition pool
i.e. UR vacancies.

If we overlook this legiti-
mate balance it not only con-
stitutes a regionalist bias
with in services at the same
time it hurts the federal na-
ture of union polity. A society
whose constitutional founda-
tion rests upon democratic
socialism if opts for reserva-
tion within categorical pro-
portion fails it's very exis-
tence. Later or sooner it over-
rides commitment shown by
constituent assembly & tends
to transform into caste based

political mobilisation. Apart
from that if we contracts
competitive ceiling it also
fails our educational system
which attempts to build stu-
dent mass for a competent so-
cial order.

Services are the bedrock of
welfare state. It strives for
policy planning, implementa-
tion & monitoring. In age of
globalisation we not only en-
tered in a post COVID era we
also breath in an era where
competition act & competi-
tion commision exists.
Through competitive process
we try to consolidate, organ-
ise & train meritorious
minds from our democratic
society. Contracting this com-
petitive pool will demoralise
the development of meritori-

ous minds. While discussing
this sensitive issue we should
not undermine Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar. Dr
Ambedkar never got any
reservation. His own struggle
was struggle for merit as-
cending through competition
within critically limited re-
sources. In a recent writ
order Chhattisgarh High
Court reaffirmed the compet-
itive ceiling for a larger good.
Most of the political parties
have tried to put the onus of
verdict upon other. This very
hour give us a call to under-
stand the depth of judicious
learnings in this regard.
(Writer is UGC NET (JMC),

Policy Research, Former
Lecturer, Kalyan College

Bhilai (C.G.) 

Competitive Ceiling & Subtle Connotations

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

H.W. Long fellow said that - “Lives of great men all remind us, we 
can make our lives sublime, And, departing, leave behind

us, Footprints in the sands of time”. On October 31st we will be celebrat-
ing the 147th Birth anniversary of Iron man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Today, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is a historical figure who moves us to
tears but it seems India has forgotten this precious stone because
today’s young generation of India only knows him as a freedom fighter.
The younger generation has little understanding of the Sardar’s monu-
mental contribution in stitching together a united India from disparate
princely States. Though Sardar Patel’s contribution in bringing the na-
tion together was great,his memories are fading away gradually and
thus he has become a silent icon. Sardar Patel was a great political
leader with exemplary qualities. Straightforward and outspoken, his
commitment to secular India was true and well-defined. Blessed with
extraordinary qualities of courage, integrity and an iron determination,
Patel played an important role in the freedom movement. He was, thus,
able to win their unstinted support in the endeavor of nation building.
The genuine qualities of leadership he had shown as leader of
Satyagraha, flowered in greater way in the administration of the coun-
try, maintenance of law and order and ensuring stability of the country
and making it invulnerable.  Here, I would like to point out that if our
country is such a well built & multifarious, then one can carefullyguess
that Sardar Patel is the chief engineer for it.He emerged an astute
leader and a perceptive statesman acknowledged as the ‘Iron Man’ and
a founder of modern India. As a nation-builder, he was a key leader in
the framing of the Constitution, consolidated the nascent state by inte-
grating the Princely states and reorganising the bureaucracy. His efforts
to change the Hindu religion and protect the people of other faiths re-
flected his longing for the right to religion. He was a person of independ-
ent nature who brought together the farmers and encouraged them and
hence got the title of 'Sardar'. The British government considered him
as a threat and his lectures were considered anti-government and he
was imprisoned several times. In 1942, he took part in the Quit India
Movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. With great wis-
dom and political foresight, he strengthened the small kingdoms. There
were a lot of problems connected with the reunion of the copious states
into India. The impact of Gandhiji's personality on Patel was tremendous
which gave him a new mission in life.  Sardar Patel's unrelenting efforts
towards the unity of the country brought success.   A man of iron will
and absolute fearlessnessintegrated 553 princely Indian States into the
Indian Union.Due to the achievement of this massive task, Sardar Patel
got the title of 'Iron Man'. ‘He is one of the prestigious leaders of the
world who became immortal by uniting a scattered nation without any
bloodshed. He took over as the nascent nation's Home Minister at a very
crucial juncture in history and devoted himself whole heartedly to en-
sure that the country which was already partitioned remained intact and
united. As soon as he came in contact with the Mahatma he decided to
discard his foreign clothes and follow the rules of Satyagraha as laid
down by Gandhiji. He showed a genuine interest in the welfare of his
companions, by constantly enquiring about their needs and problems
and helping them as best he could. I would like to quote one incident of
Gujarat. When Hindus and Muslims rioted in Ahmedabad in 1941, Patel
was in jail. On his release from jail he told Gujaratis that on his release:
“The wounds that were inflicted on me, deep down within me, when I
heard of what took place during the riots in this city, have still not
healed. If even 10 had been bold enough to stand up to the miscreants,
this would not have happened. In future, do not ever run away. Put up
the defence. Face your enemy with a superior force: Gandhiji’s path of
non-violence.” Today,  ourcountry frantically needs a leader like Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, who was not just an inspiration but was also a hope
for our country.  It is crystal clear that a person who has high moral stan-
dards is bound to take decisions, which are also in the public interest. As
it is rightly said in Bhagwad Geeta that this mortal frame is perishable
but the spirit within it is never dead so when we say that Sardar Patel
was dead in 1950, we simply mean that he was physically dead but he is
spiritually alive and his spirit must not be dead.With the statement of
our PM Shri Narendra Modi, I would conclude that “Through his skill, vi-
sion and patriotism Sardar Patel integrated the nation. We can never
forget his contribution in uniting free India.” It is hard to find a leader
like him who dedicated himself to the service of the nation and its peo-
ple.Let us hope we find a determined leader like him with depth and vi-
sion. Following up the footsteps of Sardar Vallabh bhai Patel to inculcate
integrity in Public life, let us remember him with veneration and bow to
him. Let us imitate his admirable qualities.

Legacy of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Ornamental fish trade - A flourishing industry

Lakshmi-Ganesh blessings
on banknotes

DR. KRISHNA KUMAR VEPAKOMMA
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Bike sales decline
Amaravati: The
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is in a
quandary with sale of
motorbikes plummet-
ing by 6.52 per cent in
the first half of the
2022-23 financial year
in the state when the
national average
recorded positive
growth during the
same period. AP is the
only state in the coun-
try that has shown neg-
ative growth in this
segment, leaving
everyone concerned
baffled over the situa-
tion. Two-wheeler
sales grew by 26.05 per
cent across the country
in the first half of this
financial year, com-
pared to the correspon-
ding period last year,
official data showed.

Reliance Cap
resolution enters
final stage

New Delhi: Suitors
have raised concerns
over the bidding
process, including the
introduction of 'chal-
lenge mechanism', as
the resolution process
of debt-ridden Reliance
Capital Ltd (RCL) en-
ters the final stage.
According to sources,
the decision of the
Committee of
Creditors (CoC) to in-
troduce a new clause
'Challenge Mechanism'
in the bidding process
has upset the bidders.
The 'Challenge
Mechanism' gives
lenders the power to
oppose any resolution
plan as and when they
want. Bidders have
raised concerns about
the introduction of this
new clause at this late
stage of the bidding
process, sources said,
adding there was no
mention of this mecha-
nism in the Request for
Resolution Plan
(RFRP) document.

Bima Sugam
New Delhi:

Insurance regulator
IRDAI is working on
Bima Sugam, which
will act as a game
changer in the insur-
ance sector by provid-
ing a one-stop plat-
form for multiple
services including the
sale of policy, renewal,
and settlement of
claims. This tech-led
portal will help in ex-
panding insurance
penetration in the
country by ensuring a
hassle-free experience
for customers across
the country. Insurance
Regulatory and
Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) chairman
Debasish Panda in an
interview with PTI
said Bima Sugam
should be a UPI mo-
ment for the insur-
ance industry.

DCX Systems
New Delhi: DCX
Systems, manufactur-
er of cables and wire
harness assemblies,
on Friday said it has
raised Rs 225 crore
from anchor investors
days ahead of its ini-
tial public offering
(IPO). The company
has decided to allocate
over 1.08 crore equity
shares to anchor in-
vestors at Rs 207
apiece, aggregating
the transaction size to
Rs 225 crore, accord-
ing to a circular up-
loaded on BSE web-
site. HDFC Mutual
Fund, Motilal Oswal
Mutual Fund and
BNP Paribas
Arbitrage are among
the anchor investors.
The company has cut
the size of its fresh
issue of equity shares
to Rs 400 crore from Rs
500 crore planned ear-
lier.

EMPLOYEES AT WORK

Employees work at a chicory processing factory in Fins, northern France. Suffocated
by soaring energy prices, nearly a third of France's 400 chicory producers are due to
sign their future contracts with suppliers before October 31 but the proposed tariffs
are jeopardising their business.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Richest Asian Gautam
Adani's group will invest
over USD 150 billion
across businesses ranging
from green energy to data
centres to airports and
healthcare as it chases the
dream to join the elite
global club of companies
with USD 1 trillion valua-
tions.

On October 10, Adani
Group Chief Financial
Officer Jugeshinder
'Robbie' Singh detailed the
growth plans of the group,
which started off as a trad-
er in 1988 and expanded
rapidly into ports, air-
ports, roads, power, renew-
able energy, power trans-
mission, gas distribution
and FMCG and more re-
cently into data centres,
airports, petrochemicals,
cement and media, at an
investor meet organised

by Ventura Securities Ltd
in New Delhi.

The group plans to in-
vest USD 50-70 billion in
green hydrogen business
and another USD 23 billion
in green energy over the
next 5-10 years, he said. It
will invest USD 7 billion in
electricity transmission,
USD 12 billion in transport
utility and USD 5 billion in
the road sector.

Its foray into data centre
business with cloud serv-
ices would entail an invest-

ment of USD 6.5 billion in
partnership with Edge
ConneX and another USD
9-10 billion is planned for
airports, where it is al-
ready the largest private
operator. Its foray into the
cement sector with the ac-
quisition of ACC and
Ambuja cement entailed
USD 10 billion investment.

It is foraying into the
petrochemical business
with plans to set up a 1 mil-
lion tonnes per annum
PVC manufacturing facili-

ty at an investment of USD
2 billion and would enter
the copper sector with a
0.5 million tonnes a year
smelter at an investment
of USD 1 billion, he said.

The healthcare sector
foray that will include in-
surance, hospitals and di-
agnostic and pharma
would see an investment of
USD 7-10 billion, with
some coming from Adani
Foundation.

"Whatever you see today,
it might look like it has
just happened in the last
one or two years, but in re-
ality what we have done,
both GSA (Gautam
Shantilal Adani) and my-
self discussed this in
2015," Singh said at the in-
vestor meeting adding the
conglomerate is a result of
a well-thought-out busi-
ness plan that entailed for-
aying into adjacencies of
existing business.

Adani group to invest USD 150 bn in
pursuit of USD 1 trillion valuation

Chief Financial Officer Jugeshinder 'Robbie' Singh

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) member countries
are expected to start nego-
tiations for a free trade
agreement next month
with an aim to boost eco-
nomic ties between the
two regions, an official
said.

GCC is a union of six
countries in the Gulf re-
gion -- Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and
Bahrain.

"Terms of reference for
the agreement are being fi-
nalised and we expect to
launch the negotiations
next month," the official
said. India has already im-
plemented a free trade
pact with the UAE in May
this year.

According to experts,
the GCC region holds huge
trade potential and a trade
agreement would help in
further boosting India's

exports to that market.
Rakesh Mohan Joshi,

Director, Indian Institute
of Plantation
Management, Bangalore,
said the GCC market is un-
exploited by domestic ex-
porters and it holds huge
potential.

"GCC is a major import
dependent region. We can
increase our exports of
food items, clothing and
several other goods. Duty
concessions under a trade
agreement will help in tap-
ping that market. It will be
a win-win situation for
both sides," Joshi said.

Mumbai-based exporter
and founder chairman of
Techno-craft Industries
India, Sharad Kumar
Saraf said the GCC has
emerged as a major trad-
ing partner for India and
there is huge potential for
increasing investments be-
tween the two regions.
"FTA will have a major
benefit for both the sides,"

Saraf said. Sharing simi-
lar views, Federation of
Indian Exports
Organisation (FIEO) Vice
Chairman Khalid Khan
said sectors like chemi-
cals, textiles, gems and
jewellery and leather will
get a major impetus by
this agreement. India im-
ports predominately crude
oil and natural gas from
the Gulf nations like
Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
and exports pearls, pre-
cious and semi-precious
stones; metals; imitation
jewellery; electrical ma-
chinery; iron and steel;
and chemicals to these
countries. India's exports
to the GCC increased by
58.26 per cent to about USD
44 billion in 2021-22
against USD 27.8 billion in
2020-21, according to data
of the commerce ministry.

The share of these six
countries in India's total
exports has risen to 10.4
per cent in 2021-22 from

9.51 per cent in 2020-21.
Similarly, imports rose by
85.8 per cent to USD 110.73
billion compared to USD
59.6 billion in 2020-21, the
data showed. The share of
GCC members in India's
total imports rose to 18 per
cent in 2021-22 from 15.5
per cent in 2020-21.
Bilateral trade has in-
creased to USD 154.73 bil-
lion in 2021-22 from USD
87.4 billion in 2020-21.
Besides trade, Gulf na-
tions are host to a sizeable
Indian population. Out of
about 32 million non-resi-
dent Indians (NRIs), near-
ly half are estimated to be
working in Gulf countries.
These NRIs send a signifi-
cant amount of money
back home. According to a
November 2021 report of
the World Bank, India got
USD 87 billion in foreign
remittances in 2021. Of
this, a sizeable portion
came from the GCC na-
tions.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Nine of the 10 most valued
domestic firms together added
Rs 90,318.74 crore in market
valuation last week amid a pos-
itive trend in equities, with
Reliance Industries emerging
as the biggest winner.
Last week, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex climbed
652.7 points or 1.10 per cent.
Markets had a special one-hour
Muhurat trading session on
Monday to mark the beginning
of Hindu Samvat year 2079.
Stock markets were closed on
Wednesday for 'Diwali
Balipratipada'.
Barring Hindustan Unilever,
rest nine companies witnessed
addition in their market valua-
tion, including Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
HDFC Bank, Infosys and State
Bank of India (SBI). The market
valuation of Reliance Industries
rallied Rs 36,566.82 crore to
reach Rs 17,08,932.42 crore.
The market capitalisation

(mcap) of HDFC Bank advanced
Rs 11,195.61 crore to Rs
8,12,378.52 crore. Bharti
Airtel's market valuation
jumped Rs 10,792.67 crore to
Rs 4,54,404.76 crore and that of
SBI climbed Rs 8,879.98 crore
to Rs 5,09,372.21 crore. TCS
added Rs 8,617.06 crore, taking
its valuation to Rs 11,57,339.65
crore. The mcap of HDFC
surged Rs 8,214.27 crore to Rs
4,36,240.27 crore and that of
Infosys zoomed Rs 5,259.92
crore to Rs 6,36,476.13 crore.
ICICI Bank's valuation climbed
Rs 568.37 crore to Rs
6,32,832.76 crore and that of
ITC Rs 224.04 crore to Rs
4,28,677.66 crore. However, the
market valuation of Hindustan
Unilever tanked Rs 30,509.44
crore to stand at Rs 5,93,318.79
crore. Reliance Industries
remained the most valued firm
in terms of market capitalisa-
tion, followed by TCS, HDFC
Bank, Infosys, ICICI Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, SBI, Airtel,
HDFC and ITC.

Nine of top-10 firms add
Rs 90,319 cr in market

valuation; RIL leads pack

India, GCC group likely to start free
trade pact negotiations next month

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
is recalling 9,925 units of
its three models, Wagon R,
Celerio and Ignis, to recti-
fy a possible defect in rear
brake assembly pin, ac-
cording to a regulatory fil-
ing by the company.

The affected vehicles are
manufactured between
August 3 and September 1,
2022.

"It is suspected that
there is a possible defect in
the rear brake assembly
pin ('Part'), which in a cer-
tain case, may break and
cause a peculiar noise.
There may be a possibility
of impact on brake per-

formance in the long run,"
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
said in a filing on BSE.

Considering the safety
of customers and out of
abundant precaution, the
company has decided to
recall the suspected vehi-
cles for inspection and re-
placement of the faulty

part, free of cost, it added.
Parts for replacement

are being arranged and
authorised workshops
shall be contacting the cus-
tomers for attending their
vehicles, the company said
adding "necessary repair,
if required, will be under-
taken post inspection".

Maruti Suzuki recalls 9,925 units
3 models to rectify possible defect

in brake assembly

Hyderabad, Oct 30 (PTI):

The valuation of the start-
up ecosystem in the country
is nearly Rs three lakh
crore, Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.

"...the fact that we are
probably 110-plus unicorns,
about 75 or so soonicorns
which are on their way to
become unicorns, is truly a
remarkable achievement.
The last time we did a valua-
tion of our startup ecosys-
tem, it came to about USD
368 billion, that's nearly
three lakh crore rupees," he
said. Goyal said there are
over 80,000 startups in the
country registered with the
Industry Ministry.

"We have about over a mil-
lion people directly engaged

by them. Must be many mil-
lion more who are indirectly
involved in the entire start-
up ecosystem. Over a 110
unicorns," he said. He spoke
about the various initiatives
taken by the government to
promote the startups.

The government is also
strengthening the patent of-
fices and everything is going
to be online, he said.

He was replying to a
query on what is being done
to boost the startup ecosys-
tem, among others.

Mumbai, Oct 30 (PTI):

With the country mov-
ing towards clean fuels,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday
urged IITians to focus
their research on the use
of biotechnology for the
production of bio-CNG,
bio-LNG and green hydro-
gen from biomass.

Green hydrogen will be
used in various industries
like chemicals, fertilizers,
and also in the transporta-
tion sector in the future,
Gadkari said, urging the
young engineering man-
power of the country to do
research on manufactur-
ing green hydrogen from
electrolysis of sewage

water and bio-digestion of
organic wastes.

This will also help mu-
nicipalities of the country
in implementing the
'Swachh Bharat Mission'
along with value-addition
in the form of waste to
wealth, the minister said
while speaking at
Alankar-2022, a global
leadership summit organ-
ised by Shailesh J Mehta
School of Management in
IIT Bombay. "We require
prioritising needs-based

research... research
should come up with im-
port substitute, cost-effec-
tive, pollution free, indige-
nous solutions. We need to
identify the commodities
being imported into the
country and then focus on
developing 'Swadeshi' al-
ternatives for those. This
will lead to a decrease in
imports, increase in ex-
ports and making our
economy stronger," the
minister said.

Proven technology, eco-
nomic viability, availabili-
ty of raw materials and
marketability should be
considered for all research
projects, Gadkari added.

The minister also said
65 per cent of the country's

population depends on
agriculture, though agri-
culture GDP is only 12 per
cent. He urged the IITians
to focus on research for
forest-based industries,
agriculture and rural tech-
nology, and tribal sectors
in those districts.

"We need to identify the
rural, agricultural raw
materials which have the
potential to bring about a
revolution. It will bring
about a lot of development
and create employment
opportunities," he added.

Stating that research or-
ganisations should not
work in silos, Nitin
Gadkari urged that re-
search papers should be
made public.

Gadkari urges IITians to focus their
research on use of bio-technology

Valuation of startup ecosystem nearly
Rs 3 lakh crore: Piyush Goyal

CHRISTMAS SHOWROOM

Decorations are displayed at a Christmas decoration showroom of the National Tree
Company in North Plainfield, New Jersey. US retailers are hustling to sell their stock-
piles of Christmas decorations as the festive season approaches, after tangled supply
chains caused many shipments to arrive only after the holidays last year.

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

After withdrawing over
Rs 7,600 crore last month,
foreign investors have
slowed down the pace of
equity selling in India in
October so far, as they
pulled out Rs 1,586 crore
from capital markets.

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) were net
buyers of Rs 51,200 crore
in August. The month of
November is expected to
have net inflow of more or
less similar to this, K
Dileep, Head of PMS at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. According to the data
from the depositories,
FPIs withdrew Rs 1,586
crore from equities in
October (till 28). The one
trading session is left for
the month. However, in the
last few days, FPIs slowed
down on selling substan-
tially. In fact, they invested
more than Rs 6,000 crore
in the last four trading ses-
sions.

FPIs selloff at slow
pace; pull out 

Rs 1,586 cr from
equities in Oct

New Delhi, Oct 30 (PTI):

Beer maker United
Breweries Ltd, controlled
by Dutch multinational
brewing company
Heineken, plans to infuse
around Rs 350 crore as cap-
ital expenditure in 2023 to
meet the expected volume
growth in the country, ac-
cording to a top company
official.

The company has "good
capex plans" in place for
its breweries to meet antic-
ipated volume growth
going into 2023, said its
Chief Financial Officer
Radovan Sikorsky in its
latest earning conference

call. "We remain opti-
mistic on the long-term
growth of the industry," he
said adding the evolving
consumer trends will
drive premiumisation.

When asked about the
Capex plan, the CFO
replied: "For the coming
January to December the
capex spend we are look-
ing at somewhere in the
region of Rs 350 crore."

Moreover, the leading
beer maker expects infla-
tionary pressure to contin-
ue and it would pursue
price increases, in combi-
nation with cost measures
to mitigate these cost im-
pacts.

UBL plans Rs 350 cr capex
in 2023 to meet expected

volume growth

Mira Rajput
Kapoor’s tips 
to get wedding 
season ready

W
e are all prepared to anticipate the impending wed-
ding season after Diwali. Most of us are eager to fully
enjoy the rituals and functions with our loved ones

while also looking our best because this wedding season comes
after spending the previous two years confined to our homes
and virtually attending weddings. Mira Rajput Kapoor is here
with us, ready from head to toe for the approaching wedding
festivities. She is passionate about wellbeing and supports eat-
ing for both the body and the soul. In order to get that inner glow
and be prepared for the wedding,she makes sure she nurtures her
body and mind properly.Some of her secrets are listed below.

Practicing Yoga Everyday
It's widely known how yoga benefits the body's strength, flex-

ibility, and balance. It also helps your body relax and sleep well
at night, aiding that inner glow. Therefore, no matter where
she is, she makes sure not to miss her 45-minute yoga ses-
sion.

Conscious eating
Being a Delhi-ite, Mira is a big-time foodie but she is

also mindful of her food habits. She is a vegetarian and
makes sure she consumes a balanced diet and has sea-
sonal fruits and vegetables that give her the right pro-
portion of nutrients and macros, keeping her in
shape.

Hair Supplements
The constant change in Mumbai weather can

lead to hair fall and dull hair. To fix this, one of the
newest additions to Mira's health regime are
Melts® Healthy Hair and Hair Fall Control by
Wellbeing Nutrition.

Cold Therapy
Rubbing ice over the face, commonly re-

ferred to as cold therapy, boosts blood circu-
lation in the face and makes it radiant. If
done from time to time, it removes toxins from
the body, heals and prevents acne, reduces
puffy eyes, eliminates dark circles, exfoliates
the skin, and slows the aging process. Doing
this before the festive season is bound to
boost the glow of your skin on that special
day.

Hydration
Our body consists of more than 75

percent water making it the most im-
portant essence to attaining glowing
skin and a healthy body. Drinking
plenty of water throughout the day
not only keeps her hydrated but also
boosts the natural process of detoxification in
her body, helps flush out toxins, and makes her
skin hydrated and plump from within.

Parineeti: Learnt 
something from each 
one of these stalwarts 

in ‘Uunchai’

A
ctress Parineeti Chopra, who is a part of
Sooraj Barjatya's next film 'Uunchai'
which also casts Amitabh Bachchan,

Anupam Kher, Boman Irani, Danny
Denzongpa, Neena Gupta and Sarika, feels

blessed to have gotten the opportunity to
work with the stalwarts of the industry.

Parineeti says, "Uunchai is going to be
one of the most special films of my life as

I got the opportunity to work with such leg-
endary actors of our industry. Everyday I

would be super excited to go on the sets and
learn something new from these talented actors."
"Their passion, their dedication, their commit-
ment towards the craft only motivated me to not

only be a better actor but a better person as well."
Parineeti goes on to say something for all her

co-stars, "When I got to know Anupam Sir will
be a part of the cast I was thrilled as he is one

of the closest friends I have in the industry
and I have been wanting to work with him
ever since we shared screen space in
Daawat-e-Ishq." "I also got to work with
Neena Ji again after 'Sandeep Aur
Pinky Faraar', she is a powerhouse of
talent and it's always fun to have her
on set. Sarika Ma'am was one of the
sweetest people on set and would al-
ways look out for everyone."

"It was my first experience with
Amitabh sir and I was a bit nerv-
ous initially given the megastar
that he is but it was a dream
come true for me to work with
him. I have worked with
Boman Sir for 4 years con-
secutively for a commer-
cial, he surprises me
every single time with

his versatile perform-
ances and always has
the biggest smile on
his face."

"I didn't have
many scenes with
Danny Sir, but the
little that I got to
meet him, he is
such a wonder-
ful human
being and ex-

t r e m e l y
humble."

ACROSS

1. 50%

5. She, in Marseille

9. Writing assignment

14. Sleeping

15. Ore beds

16. ____ diver

17. Honed

19. Desert animal

20. Election mo.

21. Wrinkle remover

22. Sullen

23. Part of NATO

25. Headliner

27. Asian country

29. Most favorable

34. Hemingway's nickname

37. Head gestures

39. Night sound

40. Spanish cheers

41. Wipe away

43. Pork cut

44. Looks for

46. Adam's home

47. No ifs, ____, or buts

48. Filled pastries

50. Toward the floor

52. Shower alternative

54. What Moses parted (2 wds.)

58. Reduce

62. Graceful trees

64. Hosiery shade

65. Movie star

66. Most snobbish

68. Spicy dish

69. Light brown

70. Expires

71. Seoul's country

72. Marries

73. Merely

DOWN

1. Common contraction

2. Despise

3. Depart

4. 32nd pres.

5. All people

6. Letterman's rival

7. Mortgages

8. Conclusion

9. Accompanies

10. Blemish

11. Japanese wrestling

12. Lincoln and Vigoda

13. Connecticut university

18. Flat bread

22. Tourist's aid

24. Nome's state

26. Threw

28. Most tender
30. Away from the coast
31. Heavenly body
32. Moistureless
33. Telescope glass
34. Sit for a painting
35. Guinness of "Star Wars"
36. Rind
38. Father
42. Huge
45. Cold Russian region
49. Moved swiftly
51. Sunset direction
53. From this time
55. Pub mug
56. Artist's prop
57. Restless
58. Shortcoming
59. Mimic
60. Agitate
61. Food fish
63. British nobleman
66. Make a seam
67. Bride's vow (2 wds.)
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This is one of those days when you just
can't wait for someone to stop talking so
you can say something, Aquarius. It's like-
ly you won't even wait. Don't be surprised
if friction results from such strongly held
opposing views. People could blow things
out of proportion, since everyone is con-
vinced that they are right. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your mind could be going in many direc-
tions, Pisces. Direct your energy toward
small projects that require intellect. Your
energy is likely to come in waves, so use it
wisely when you have it, and feel free to
take a break when you don't. Tell your boss
that you will be much more productive if you
have a 20-minute break in the afternoon in
order to recharge.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

People will listen to you much more than
usual, Aries. Sometimes when you say
something, people hear you but minutes
later forget what you said. Today is differ-
ent. Your words will penetrate more deeply
and end up being disseminated much more
widely than ever before. Don't be stingy
with what you have to say. Give people
your full opinion on the situation. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're apt to disagree sharply with infor-
mation you receive, Taurus. Perhaps your
attitude is a bit selfish, so you aren't able to
appreciate ideas that are more humanitar-
ian in nature. Expand your way of thinking
to include the people around you. You will
find that the more you offer yourself to oth-
ers, the more respected and happier you
will be overall.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Climactic events are apt to occur in
your life, Gemini. It's time to condense
and solidify your grand schemes and
bright ideas in such a way that makes
them more practical. Things may be
spinning so quickly that you aren't
quite sure where to jump on. Worry
about that later. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's time to take your communication to the
next level, Cancer. Expand outward and
upward. For the last three weeks you've gone
through a serious mental process that has
helped you define what you stand for and
believe in. Now you're in a phase that urges
you to put these ideas into motion. The
expansive quality of the day is profound, so
take advantage of it and get moving.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A new cycle is beginning for you in which
you may find yourself throwing away old
beliefs and mental processes, Leo. Out with
the old and in with the new. This time of
housecleaning is extremely important, for
you will find that the same tired old speech
that you've been working on is suddenly
defunct. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may feel like you're on a cliff with your
legs dangling over the edge, Virgo. You're
searching for handholds while your feet
struggle to support you on a tiny ledge. You
may be swearing that when you get out of
this predicament, you will never come this
way again. Take heart. This is all part of the
cycle. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Someone has suddenly put the fan on
high, Libra, and papers are blowing every-
where. Neat piles whisked into large swirls
of chaos. Everyone is shouting opinions
about what should be done about it.
Meanwhile, there are people making
demands on you that you just can't handle.
Slow down and communicate your situa-
tion to others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Try not to get tangled in other people's
words, Scorpio. It could be that you're
accidentally misconstruing their state-
ments because you aren't listening
closely. Rather, your mind is focused on
your own thoughts, even though you
snap to attention when something hits
you wrong. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

There's a terrific expansive feeling to the
day, Sagittarius, which you will appreciate
more than anyone. For other people, this
energy might expand into a headache. For
you, it's apt to expand your feeling of suc-
cess. It also might expand your stomach,
so be careful that you don't overindulge.
Other than that, don't hold back on your
activities. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There might be some unexpected communi-
cation coming from a long-lost friend or old
roommate today, Capricorn. You never know
whom you might run into when you leave the
house, so stay alert. An old teacher could be
just around the corner. Perhaps a bizarre news
story in the paper catches your attention,
because there on the page is a photo of the kid
who lived next door to your childhood home.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
his week, there is a
Diwali special
across &TV shows

Doosri Maa, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Rajesh shares,
“Happu's (Yogesh
Tripathi) family expects a
lot of Diwali gifts from
him. Meanwhile, the
Commissioner (Kishore
Bhanushali) informs him
that the Diwali bonus has
been deposited into his
bank account. Given the
demands, Beni
(Vishwanath Chatterjee)
advises him to gamble
and double the money.
Beni and Happu gamble
at a club. They win some
money at first but then
lose the entire amount.
Hritik (Aryan Prajapati),
Chamchi (Zaara Warsi),
and Ranbir (Somya
Azad), on the other hand,
see a child sitting sadly on

their way home from
school and decide to share
their happiness with him
by fulfilling his Diwali
wish.” About &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “In the modern
colony, Diwali prepara-
tions are in full swing,
and a suspicious man is
spotted. As everyone
gathers at Anita's

(Vidisha Srivastava)
house to play shagun ka
jua a day before Diwali,
Masterji (Vijay Kumar
Singh) and Prem
(Vishwajeet Soni) notice
Saxena (Saanand Verma)
walking towards a grave-
yard. The next day,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Anita start talk-
ing about wretchedness,
which shocks Tiwari

(Rohitashv Gour) and
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh).
They decide to find out
the reason. When
Angoori and Anita leave
their bedrooms in the
middle of the night, they
follow them and overhear
them conversing with
that suspicious man.
They try to apprehend the
man, but he flees towards
the graveyard, where they
see Saxena emerge. They
suspect they have a con-
nection when they ask
why he doesn't respond
properly. Later, they see
Saxena approaching
them and saying,
'Khushiya baatne se bad-
hti hai maine khushiyan
baat di,' which takes them
by surprise.” Watch
Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Diwali special across &TV shows

Every year on October
31st, Halloween is cel-

ebrated all over the world,
and the tradition contin-
ues with full fervour and
excitement in India as
well. With everyone don-
ning costumes, serving
each other "trick-or-treat",
carving jack-o-lanterns,
and generally engaging in
festive gatherings to ward

off all evil. &TV actors
Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa),
Ashna Kishore (Kate
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
share their experience of
spooky and fun-filled
Halloween parties.

Ashna Kishore, who
plays Kate Singh in &TV
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, shares, “During
my school days, my
brother and I had organ-
ised a Halloween party
for our friends. First,
with the help of our
mother, we planned
Halloween-themed food
and drinks, including
eateries shaped like mon-
sters and cupcakes ooz-
ing blood-coloured jam.
In the background, eerie
music was played, creat-
ing the ideal Halloween
atmosphere.

Actors talk about fun-filled
Halloween parties

Stating that fans had a
great responsibility,

actor Kamal Haasan said
that they must make it a
point to call good films
good and bad films bad.

Speaking at the audio
launch event of director
Prabhu Solomon's
'Sembi', featuring Kovai
Sarala and Ashwin in the
titular roles, Kamal
Haasan said: "During
those days while seeking
a chance, I would carry a
photo album with my pics
from the film '16
Vayadhinile'.

"I would keep showing
it to people saying, 'I am
acting in this film as its
hero'. Some would have
good words to say. There
were others who would
say, 'Don't you feel
ashamed carrying a book
in which you have a pic-
ture of yourself in a loin
cloth?' I remember all
those words today when

one of the speakers here
praised me saying I attend
the audio launches of
both big and small films."

"One cannot decide
which is a big film or a
small film from here," he
said and then pointing to
the audience, he added:
"They are the ones who
decide."

Audiences should call out bad
films, says Kamal Haasan
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Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

South Africa defeated
India by five wickets in
their T20 World Cup match
here on Sunday.
Suryakumar Yadav lifted
India to 133 for nine with a
40-ball 68 after a batting
collapse. In reply, South
Africa completed the
chase in 19.4 overs. Aiden
Markram and David
Miller made 52 and 59 runs
respectively, the latter re-
maining not out.

Opting to bat, skipper
Rohit Sharma was the first
batter to get dismissed, fol-
lowing which India kept
losing wickets at regular
intervals. Returning to the
team at the expense of
Tabraiz Shamsi, pacer
Lungi Ngidi was the
wrecker-in-chief as he ran
through the famed Indian
top-order with four wick-
ets during an incisive spell
of fast bowling on a pacy
track.

Earlier Suryakumar
Yadav produced his most
accomplished knock in ex-
tremely adverse condi-
tions. Perhaps the world's
most decorated T20I batter
in recent times, Surya's
pulled six and a bowler's
back-drive boundary off
Lungi Ngidi to complete
his half-century will be re-
membered for times to
come.

His 68 off 40 balls will be
in ICC's T20 Hall Of Fame'
and how he looked like
batter from another planet
was evident with the sec-
ond best score being 15.

Those were the only
boundaries scored off
Ngidi, who enjoyed a won-
derful evening with fig-
ures of 4 for 29 that laid
bare the frailties of the

Indian top-order when
there is pace off the track
and the ball starts rearing
up from back of length.

On a track where good
technique and steely tem-
perament was needed,
Surya added another com-
ponent to it swagger. At 49
for 5, India looked deep
down the barrel as some of
the top-order players were
failing to get their bats
down in time as the ball
reached the keeper's
gloves.

In a stand of 52, he
shielded veteran Dinesh
Karthik (6 off 15 balls),
who is not exactly known
for sound technique on
bowler friendly tracks.

On a bouncy track, the

key element is to shuffle
and come inside the line of
deliveries and ride the
bounce. The Mumbaikar
exactly did that time and
again on Sunday night.

He didn't try to counter
the pace but used it to play
behind the square mostly.
When the lone spinner
Keshav Maharaj came into
operation, he used the
extra bounce to first play
the late cut and then a lap
sweep over deep fine leg
for a maximum.

Rohit Sharma's (15) deci-
sion to bat first on a spicy
deck looked brave and
while all eyes were on
Kagiso Rabada and
Anrich Nortje, it was re-
serve pacer Ngidi who did

bulk of the damage.
But it all started when a

horribly out-of-form KL
Rahul (9 off 14 balls)
played a maiden over off
Wayne Parnell's bowling.
The windy and cold condi-
tions helped Parnell to
pitch it full and get enough
deviations to beat Rahul's
bat multiple times.

That increased the pres-
sure on skipper Rohit, who
first tried to relieve pres-
sure with a hooked six and
flicked boundary off
Rabada but Ngidi bowled
the 'heavy ball' that was
pitched back of length and
climbed on him.

Rahul has full support of
management but he has
never shown enough gusto
in difficult conditions and
important games. It con-
tinued as Test match
length, shade away move-
ment and extra bounce
outside the off-stump be-
came his undoing.

Virat Kohli (12) had first
low score in the tourna-
ment. Poor Deepak Hooda
had not played on a track
as pacy as this one and the
first ball he faced, he
couldn't bring his bat
down. The second delivery,
he could barely edge and
was back in the dug-out.

It was Surya who saved
India from blushes with a
knock that had six fours
and three sixes.

Ngidi, Markram and Miller lead
South Africa past India

South Africa's David Miller plays a shot during the ICC men's
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between India and South
Africa at the Perth Stadium in Perth on October 30.

IInnddiiaa:: 133/9 in 20 overs
(Suryakumar Yadav 68;
Lungi Ngidi 4/29, Wayne
Parnell 3/15).
SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa:: 137/5 in 19.4
overs (Aiden Markram 52,
David Miller 59 not out;
Arshdeep Singh 2/25).

Brief scores

Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan were once
again scrappy with the bat
but managed to eke out a
six-wicket victory over the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on Sunday
to keep their slim semifi-
nal hopes alive.

The Dutchmen found
Pakistan's world class pace
attack too hot to handle on
a bowlers' friendly Optus
Stadium track, managing
only 91 for 9 in their 20
overs.

One of the batters, Bas
de Leede (6) retired hurt
after being hit below the
eye by a snorter from
Haris Rauf.

The target of 92 was
never going to be an issue
for Pakistan but even then
it took them 13.5 overs to
complete the chase with
ICC's No. 1 ranked T20 bat-
ter Mohammed Rizwan
managing 49 off 39 balls at

an unimpressive strike-
rate of 125.64.

With Bangladesh also
getting the better of
Zimbabwe in a thriller,
Pakistan's chances of re-
maining alive in the tour-
nament increased.

The full credit for this
win will go to the bowlers,
who hardly put a foot
wrong on the day as
Shaheen Shah Afridi (1/19

in 4 overs) and Naseem
Shah (1/11 in 4 overs)
choked the run flow in the
Powerplay and the Dutch
could never break the
shackles.

Mohammed Wasim
(2/15 in 3 overs) was very
brisk during the back end
while Shadab Khan reaped
the fruits of this relentless
pressure by the speed mer-
chants with best figures of

3/10. For the Dutch, the
kind of extreme pace that
they faced on the day isn't
something that they are
accustomed to at the
Associate level.

It was inevitable that
they couldn't really man-
age to get on top of the
bowling as Powerplay
overs yielded only 18 runs.
It was ball hitting the bat
rather than other way
round.

De Leede got a nasty one
from Rauf and was on all
fours before he had to be
rushed off the field. One
saw a big swelling under
his right eye as he walked
off the field.

The short ball also
played into the psyche of
the batters as Colin
Ackermann's run-a-ball 27
was their top score. The
only other batter to reach
double figures was skipper
Scott Edwards (15 off 20
balls). Such was the domi-

nation of the Pakistani
pace attack that the
Netherlands managed a
cumulative total of only
five boundaries in 20
overs.

While batting, Babar
Azam's (4) run-out was un-
fortunate as he couldn't
beat a direct throw from
from former Proteas spin-
ner Roelof van der Merwe
(playing for his country of
birth) while Fakhar
Zaman (20 off 16 balls)
smashed three fours be-
fore Edwards took a diving
catch off seamer Brandon
Glover's delivery. But
Rizwan completed the
chase with minimum fuss.

Brisbane, Oct 30 (PTI):

Bangladesh survived a
dramatic final over to pull
off a narrow three-run
win against Zimbabwe in
T20 World Cup, where the
officials, in a rare inci-
dent, called the players
back from dug out to com-
plete the contest after real-
ising that Nurul Hasan's
stumping in the final ball
was not clean, here
Sunday.

Bangladeshi players
were celebrating after
Zimbabwe's Blessing
Muzarabani, who was re-
quired to his a six in the
final ball for a famous win,
missed the ball and was
stumped by Nurul Hasan.

However TV replays
showed that Hasan had
collected the ball in front
of the wicket, which is
against the rules, hence
Zimbabwe were awarded a
free hit and all the players
were called back for final
action. Zimbabwe now
needed four runs to win.

The nonplussed players,
who had walked off the
field after shaking hands,
thinking that Bangladesh
had won, assembled again.
Zimbabwe could not cash
in on the chance and no
further drama followed as
Muzarabani again missed
the ball again and finally
Bangladesh rejoiced the
victory. Zimbabwe were
chasing 151 and fell short
by three runs.

It was opener Najmul
Hossain Shanto who
smashed seven fours and
one maximum in his 55-
ball 71-run knock and sin-
gle-handedly powered
Bangladesh to a competi-
tive 150 for 7.

In reply, Zimbabwe lost
too many wickets to find

themselves in the dumps
at 35 for 4 in the sixth over
but Sean Williams con-
jured up a magnificent 42-
ball 64-run innings to re-
vive the chase. He was dis-
missed in the 19th over,
leaving Zimbabwe to get 16
in the last six balls.

Hossain then bowled the
most important over of his
career as he dismissed
Brad Evans (2) in the sec-
ond ball but Richard
Ngarava slammed him for
a four and a six in the next
two balls to keep them in
the hunt. Hossain, howev-
er, had Ngarava stumped
in the next ball as
Zimbabwe needed five off
the last ball. The unprece-
dented scenes followed
after that but eventually
Bangladesh survived. It
was Bangladesh's second
win in the tournament fol-
lowing their 104-run loss

to South Africa, while
Zimbabwe suffered their
first loss in the super 12
stage.

Bangladesh (4) are now
in the second spot in the
points table with two more
games to go, while
Zimbabwe (3) find them-
selves in the fourth posi-
tion.

Earlier, pacer
Muzarabani dismissed
Soumya Sarkar (0) and
Litton Das (14 off 12) in his
opening spell to give
Zimbabwe a great start.

Shanto, who had a ham-
string trouble in the initial
stage and also survived a
run-out scare, forged a 54-
run stand with skipper
Shakib Al Hasan (23 off 20)
before adding 36 runs with
Afif Hossain (29 off 19).

The duo punished the
bowlers whenever they
bowled short or too full

and Zimbabwe fielders
also looked sloppy as
Bangladesh managed to
find the boundaries easily.

Zimbabwe had an awe-
ful day on the field as they
were guilty of miss-field-
ing, missing run-out
chances and dropping
catches.

They took a gamble by
introducing left-arm spin-
ner Sean Williams into the
attack and it paid off as he
got rid of Shakib, who top-
edged a slog-sweep and
was caught by a diving
Muzarabani.

Shanto, however, contin-
ued to dominate as he com-
pleted his maiden fifty in
T20 format in the 13th over
with a single.

He sent Evans for a
leather hunt, clobbering
him over long-on for the
first six of the innings, be-
fore picking up two more
fours to accumulate 17
runs in the 16th over.

It was Sikandar Raza,
who got rid off Shanto
with skipper Craig Ervine
taking the catch.

While Richard Ngarava
bowled a tight next over,
Afif was dropped by
Evans at deep mid-wicket
in the 19th over off
Sikandar Raza and the bat-
ter made good use of the
chance, producing a big
slog-sweep for a six as 12
runs came of the over.

In the last over,
Bangladesh lost three
wickets.

In total, Bangladesh
scored 87 runs in the last
10 overs.

Defending the total,
Taskin Ahmed (3/19) and
Mustafizur Rahman (2/15)
did most of the damage
early on before Hossain
picked up two wickets in
the final over.

Bangladesh survive dramatic last over
to edge past Zimbabwe by three runs

Pakistan keep semi-final hopes alive
with scrappy win over Netherlands

NNeetthheerrllaannddss:: 91 for 2 in 20
overs (Colin Ackermann 27;
Shadab Khan 3/22).
PPaakkiissttaann:: 95 for 4 in 13.5
overs (Mohammad Rizwan
49; Brandon Glover 2/22).

Brief scores

Brisbane, Oct 30 (PTI):

Veteran Zimbabwe bat-
ter Sean Williams de-
scribed the last- ball
drama as "extremely
weird" after Bangladesh
pulled off a win in a game
of changing fortunes in
the T20 World Cup here on
Sunday.

In an unprecedented in-
cident, players of both the
teams were called back
from the dugout after the
game's last delivery was
deemed a no-ball by the
umpires at the Gabba.

"It was extremely weird.
Obviously I've never expe-
rienced something like
that in a cricket match be-
fore, but again, it just goes
to show in a T20 game,
there's always a little bit of
hope; anything can hap-
pen," Williams said.

Requiring five in the last

ball, Blessing Muzarabani
was stumped by wicket-
keeper Nurul Hasan off
Mosaddek Hossain's bowl-
ing, as the Bangladeshi
players and fans broke
into a celebration.

Stumps were uprooted
and the players were back
in the dugout after shak-
ing hands but just then the
TV umpires declared the
final ball as a no-ball after
finding Nurul to be guilty
of collecting the ball frac-
tionally in front of the
stumps, making the
stumping invalid.

Perth, Oct 30 (PTI):

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam was a relieved man
after finally getting a win
in the T20 World Cup but
said the batters could have
done better while chasing
a small total against the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on Sunday.

Pakistan bowlers set the
tone by dismissing
Netherlands for a lowly 91
for 9 but their batting was
not as clinical as they lost
four wickets to achieve the
target in 13.5 overs.

"I am very happy. Team
did well with the ball and
bat. I think the length was
crucial. They needed to
bowl on a good length be-
cause there was bounce on
the surface. Everyone exe-
cuted well," Azam said
during the post-match
presentation.

"In my opinion we could
chase better than this. But
win always gives you con-
fidence. We are taking the
good things forward to the
next game."

Despite being blown
away by the Pakistan
bowlers, Netherland skip-
per Scott Edwards justi-
fied his decision to bat
first.

Paris, Oct 30 (AP):

Lionel Messi, Kylian
Mbappe and Neymar all
scored as defending cham-
pions Paris St-Germain
twice came from behind to
beat Troyes in Ligue 1.

Messi and Neymar each
scored and assisted one
goal as Carlos Soler bagged
one and Mbappe netted a
penalty at the Parc des
Princes. The star trio have
scored 43 goals between
them already this season.
The victory restored PSG’s
five-point advantage over
second-placed Lens at the
top of Ligue 1. Troyes
opened the scoring in the
third minute as Mama
Balde lashed home a volley
before Neymar’s clipped
pass found Soler to level
proceedings. Balde got a
second for Troyes, who are
11th in the French top
flight, with a low strike to

regain their lead against
the run of play. But in the
space of seven minutes,
seven-time Ballon d’Or
winner Messi hammered
home his 12th goal of the
campaign from 25 yards out

and threaded a pinpoint
pass through to Neymar,
who fired past Troyes keep-
er Gauthier Gallon to make
it 3-2. Mbappe drilled home
a penalty to extend PSG’s
lead before Ante Palaversa

pulled one back for the visi-
tors late on. All four
goalscorers also scored in
PSG’s 7-2 victory over
Maccabi Haifa as the team
reached the Champions
League last 16 on Tuesday.

Toronto, Oct 30 (AP):

Katie Ledecky is having a great
time in her first competitive
event of the season at this
week's FINA Swimming World
Cup.
Ledecky set a world record in
the 1,500-meter freestyle on
Saturday night at the Toronto
Pan Am Sports Centre.
"I knew that record was within
reach just based on some things
I've done in training, especially
my distance stuff (as it) has felt
really good this fall," Ledecky
said. "So I felt locked into the
pace." The 10-time Olympic

medalist who doesn't compete
in short-course events very
often finished in 15:08.24, taking
nearly 10 seconds off the previ-
ous record set by Germany's
Sarah Wellbrock (15:18.01) in
2019. Canada's Summer
McIntosh, who also set a world
junior mark when she edged
Ledecky in the 400 free on
Friday, finished first in the 400
medley in 4:21.49 to lead a
Canadian sweep. "Throughout
the entire race I felt really in
control and strong so I'm really
happy," she said. Sydney
Pickrem was second in 4:28.45,
and Bailey Andison was third in
4:29.36. McIntosh, a 16-year-old
from Toronto, trimmed nearly
two seconds off the previous
world junior mark set by China's
Shiwen Ye (4:23.33) in 2012.
Ledecky took gold ahead of
Beatriz Dizotti of Brazil
(15:48.82) and Laila Oravsky of
Canada, who was third in
16:16.86.

Extremely weird: Williams
on no-ball drama

Messi, Neymar and Mbappe all score in PSG win
Paris 
Saint-Germain's
Argentine 
forward Lionel
Messi (C) fights
for the ball with
Troyes' US
defender Erik
Palmer Browen
(R) during the
French L1 
football match
between Paris
Saint-Germain
(PSG) and ES
Troyes AC at
The Parc des
Princes
Stadium in
Paris.

Katie Ledecky sets world
record in 1,500-meter freestyle

We could chase better
than this: Babar Azam

Chonburi , Oct 30 (PTI):

Aryan Roopa Anand rounded
off the week with 1-under 71
to finish as the best placed
Indian in tied 38th spot at the
13th Asia Pacific Amateur
Championships at the Amata
Spring Country Club here on
Sunday. While Aryan was the
best Indian finisher of the
week, Krishnav Nikhil Chopraa
(76) and Shaurya Bhattacharya
(75) ended in tied 44th and
47th place respectively. Aryan
totalled 1-over 289, while
Krishnav aggregated 5-over
293 and Shaurya had a 6-over
294 total. The other four
Indians, who started this week
-- Milind Soni, Rayhan Thomas,
Shat Mishra and Arjun Gupta --
missed the halfway cut.
Harrison Crowe, who admitted
it was extremely challenging
to come back earlier this year
after a strict lockdown in
Australia, virtually snatched
away the coveted Asia Pacific
Trophy from China's Bo Jin,
who was hoping to emulate his
brother Cheng Jin's 2015 feat.

Aryan best Indian
in Asia Pacific
Amateur golf, 
finishes T-38

Agartala, Oct 30 (PTI): 

An non-governmental or-
ganisation in Tripura
which rescues street ani-
mals and feeds them, hopes
to set up a permanent shel-
ter for homeless and in-
jured animals in the state
capital Agartala.

'Pawsome', Tripura's
first animal welfare organ-
ization feeds rescued
street animals, provides
medical care through
trained veterinarian doc-
tors to injured animals
and also finds adopters for
the animals. It also con-
ducts anti-rabies vaccina-
tion drive and sterilization
to control the population
of stray dogs since its in-
ception in 2015.

Secretary of Pawsome,
Wrighbed Datta said the or-
ganization is run and fund-
ed by its 40 members. It cur-
rently maintains a tempo-
rary shelter to treat injured
street animals but they are

actively pursuing the
idea to build a perma-
nent animal shelter
with the hope of receiv-
ing some assistance
from the state govern-
ment.

"We hope to build
Tripura's first ever per-
manent shelter for
homeless and injured
animals as there are
many homeless, in-
jured animals that are
paralyzed and the shelter
will be a home to those
helpless, mute beings", he
told PTI.

Dutta said, "Animals
have the right to live. But
homeless animals are tor-
tured, neglected and people
see them as worthless. But
we differ from it. So our
motive is to work for those
animals, find a proper shel-
ter, take care, and feed them
as there is nobody to help
them."

A police officer said the
NGO had helped to check

trafficking of stray dogs
and other animals to other
north eastern states.

"They (the NGO) them-
selves caught many vehi-
cles running with stray
dogs or other wild animals
and handed them over to
police or they informed po-
lice about smuggling with
authentic information", the
officer said.

The organization is also
involved in spreading
awareness and educating
common people about ani-
mals and common igno-

rance in people's behaviour
while dealing with ani-
mals. Pawsome organise
many awareness cam-
paigns across Tripura and
in neighbouring states.

Datta claimed that
Pawsome had organized
the biggest animal sensiti-
zation programme in
North East in collaboration
with a US-based organiza-
tion Human Society
International (HSI) in 2019
to make police officers, mu-
nicipal workers, forest de-
partment, animal resource
development department
employees aware of animal
laws and how to protect an-
imals and handle cases of
animal cruelty.

In 2022 Pawsome organ-
ized awareness pro-
grammes in many schools
across Agartala with the
help of Animal Resource
Development Department
(ARDD) where they taught
students about laws and
rights of animals.

The tiger widows’ of Sundarbans: Caught
between the jungle and the rising sea

Sundarbans, Oct 30 (PTI): 

With both his sons jobless
and money running out,
Biswajit Mistry left home
one summer morning to
venture deep into the dense
jungles of the Sundarbans
in search of raw honey that
would fetch a better price.
His body was recovered two
days later, mauled and bear-
ing unmistakable signs of a
tiger attack.

More than a year on, his
wife mourns the unhappy
collision of circumstances
that led her 68-year-old hus-
band quite literally into the
jaws of death climate
change that turned the wa-
ters saline, making agricul-
ture unviable, shrinking
tiger habitat in the ecologi-
cally fragile region and the

Covid aftermath that
robbed her children of
their work.

"My husband went so
deep into the jungle to earn
more. My sons are migrant
workers and they had to re-
turn from Chennai during
the pandemic after losing
their jobs. It was becoming
very difficult to support the
family. Their father went
without telling anyone so
that he could collect honey
to sell in the market,"
Lakshmi told PTI.

The 52-year-old, who has
joined the rank of the
marshland's tiger widows'
with her husband's tragic
death, said he left his home
in the Sundarbans'
Kakmari village to go into
the restricted Marichjhapi
jungle, home to many

tigers, to collect better qual-
ity raw honey. "It is believed
the deeper you go into the
jungle, the purer is the
honey you get," Biswajit's
son, 24-year-old Somitra
Mistry, said.

The family has received
no compensation because
Biswajit was killed in a re-
stricted jungle and is strug-
gling for survival. They can
barely manage two meals a

day, said Lakshmi, one of
the many who lost their
husbands to tiger attacks in
the last few years.

The Indian part of the
Sunderbans with 54 islands
has a population of about 40
lakh and around 100 tigers,
according to government
data. With one of the
largest single populations
of tigers in one area, it is
called a global hotspot for

human-tiger conflict. About
40 per cent of the
Sundarbans lies in India
while the rest is in
Bangladesh. Nihar Ranjan
Raptan, director of the
NGO Goranbose Gram
Bikash Kendra (GGBK)
who works in the
Sundarbans, spelt out the
problem.

Tiger attacks were once
very frequent but the num-
bers reduced when many
locals migrated from the
region in search of liveli-
hood. This changed during
the pandemic. According
to data collated by GGBK,
30 tiger attacks took place
in 2019, the year before the
pandemic. This went up
sharply to 78 in 2020, the
first year of Covid, and 60
in 2021.

23 years on, Odisha Super Cyclone
horrors still haunt survivors

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Khokan Parmanik can
vividly recall what he had
seen as a child 23 years
ago huge tidal waves lash-
ing his village, people in-
cluding his parents and
brothers getting swept
away by the turbulent sea
and houses being de-
stroyed by a wall of water.

The lives of Pramanik
and thousands of other
people living in villages
and towns near the coast
of Odisha changed on
that day, October 29 of
1999. They lost near and
dear ones and were ren-
dered homeless as a Super
Cyclone barrelled
through the state causing
insuperable damage.

"When the tidal surge
entered our village, my
grandmother and I

climbed a banyan tree
nearby. My father helped
us because I was a child
and my grandmother an
elderly person," said
Pramanik, now a 29-year-
old man.

A resident of Kankana
village under Erasama
block in Jagatsinghpur
district, he said, "We were
saved. But the next morn-
ing, we found my father,
mother and brother
dead."

The Super Cyclone
made landfall near
Paradip with the highest
wind speed of 260 kmph.
It was the most intense
tropical cyclone that
crossed the Indian coast
after satellites started
monitoring storms.

Torrential rain, tidal
waves as high as 6-7 me-
tres and flood wreaked

havoc across the Odisha
coast killing 9,843 people
officially, mostly in
Jagatsinghpur district.

Rescuers had found car-
casses of cattle and bodies
of human beings lying
side by side in many
places.

"I even saw human bod-
ies stuck on trees after
tidal water receded.
Volunteers of
Anandmarg fished out
bodies from accumulated
water and undertook
mass cremation by pour-
ing kerosene oil," said
Biswadas Mohanty, a
Physics professor who vis-
ited Japa village under
Erasama block.

There was no vulture to
eat corpses as the big
birds flew away due to
high-velocity wind,
Mohanty said.

Total lunar eclipse on Nov 08
Kolkata, Oct 30 (PTI): 

A fortnight after the par-
tial solar eclipse, Kolkata
as well as other parts of
India and the globe will
witness a total lunar
eclipse on November 8, an
eminent astrophysicist
said.

Besides India and neigh-
bouring Pakistan,
Afghanistan and parts of
Russia, residents of other
parts of Asia, North and
South America, Australia,
North Atlantic Ocean,
Pacific Ocean will be able
to see the celestial event,
said astrophysicist Debi
Prasad Duari.

The lunar eclipse in its
totality will not be ob-
served from everywhere,
Duari said, adding that the
beginning of the partial
phase of the eclipse will be
seen from some countries
of Latin America.

On November 8, the par-
tial eclipse of the moon
will begin at around 14:39
hours (IST) and will reach
its totality phase around
15:46 hours. The eclipse in
terms of the darkness of
the moon will be maxi-
mum, at 16:29 hours. when
the moon will be deep in-
side the shadow of the
earth.

The total eclipse will
end at around 17:11 hours
and ultimately the partial
eclipse will end around
18:19 hours, he said.

"The eclipse will be visi-
ble from all parts of India
from the moonrise time,
but the beginning phase
both the partial and total
eclipse will not be visible
because both the event be-
gins when the moon is
below the horizon every-
where in India," Duari
said.

Some parts of eastern

India including Kolkata,
will experience the total
phase of the lunar eclipse,
whereas in rest of the
country people will only
be able to see the progres-
sion of the partial phase of
the eclipse which will end
at around 18:19 hours, he
elaborated.

In the city, the moon will
start rising from the east-
ern horizon at around
16:52 hours and will be
completely visible by 16:54
hours. "So, till 17:11 hours
it will be total lunar
eclipse after which the
moon will enter the partial
eclipse phase and will be-
come more illuminated as
time progresses," he said.

Cities in the eastern
part of the country like
Kohima, Agartala,
Guwahati will observe the
total eclipse earlier than
Kolkata because of their
position.

Patna, Oct 30 (PTI): 

In a shot in the arm for
the BJP in Bihar, Chirag
Paswan on Sunday cast
aside his ambivalence and
announced that he will
campaign for the saffron
party in by-polls to two as-
sembly segments in the
state. Paswan, who heads
a splinter group of the
Lok Janshakti Party
founded by his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan, was
talking to reporters at the
airport here upon his ar-
rival from Delhi.

The 39-year-old MP
from Jamui went into a
huddle with party col-
leagues soon after landing
before telling journalists
"Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) will cam-
paign for the BJP in the
by-elections to Mokama
and Gopalganj. The deci-

sion has been taken after
a long meeting Saturday
night with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah with
whom I have been in
touch for quite 
some time".

Paswan ducked
queries as to whether he
had given up the insis-
tence on expulsion from
NDA of his uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras,
whose rebellion last year
had caused a split in the
party founded by his 
father.

"I am right now speak-
ing only about the by-
elections for Mokama
and Gopalganj. It took a
long time for us to arrive
at a decision. Only two
days are left before the
campaign comes to an
end. Our party will do its
best to ensure the victory
of the BJP candidates",

said Paswan.
There have been specula-

tions that Paswan, whose
father held a berth in the
Union Council of Ministers
till his death, may also be
considered for the same in
the next reshuffle in a bid to
assuage the humiliation he
felt upon Paras entering the

cabinet after splitting LJP.
Paswan did not make

any direct reference to
any "reward" that may be
waiting for him but
dropped some hints say-
ing "there were a number
of points that I discussed
with Shah. A meeting
with him and our respect-

ed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is sched-
uled next month".

He also continued with
his diatribe against Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, whose JD(U) has
been alleging that "Chirag
model" was used by the
BJP to weaken it in the
2020 assembly polls.

"I have always believed
that Nitish Kumar does
not have the vision to pull
my home state out of the
morass of backwardness.
His 'saat nishchay' pro-
gramme is an eyewash.

Basic necessities like
piped water and pucca
roads cannot be held up as
an indicator of progress",
said Paswan, who, then as
the president of the undi-
vided LJP, had caused
JD(U)'s tally to plummet
by fielding candidates,
many of them BJP rebels,

‘RSS real coffee, BJP just the frothy top’
Patna, Oct 30 (PTI): 

Political strategist
turned activist Prashant
Kishor on Sunday com-
pared the BJP-RSS com-
bine to a cup of coffee in
which the party was like
the frothy top and the par-
ent body was the real
thing underneath.

Kishor, who is on a 3,500
kilometres long "pada-
yatra" in Bihar, came up
with the colourful analogy
at Lauria in West
Champaran district which
he has been covering on
foot since October 2.

Kishor lamented that it
took him long to realise
that "the ideology of
(Nathuram) Godse can be
defeated only by reviving
Gandhi's Congress" and "it
would have been better
had I worked in that direc-
tion instead of helping
people like Nitish Kumar
and Jagan Mohan Reddy

realise their ambitions".
The IPAC founder, who

has been sceptical of a
united opposition's effica-
cy in halting the Narendra
Modi juggernaut, empha-
sised that one cannot de-
feat the BJP unless one
understands what it is.

"Have you ever looked at
a cup of coffee? There is
froth at the top. BJP is like
that. Below that there is
the deep structure of the
RSS. The Sangh has

wormed its way into the
social fabric. It cannot
now be beaten with short-
cuts," said Kishor.

The political strategist's
first claim to fame was his
handling of Modi's poll
campaign in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, a spectacular
success that helped the
BJP get a majority on its
own.

Kishor also continued
to hurl barbs at Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, whose JD(U) has
been calling him a "BJP
agent".

"I was the JD(U) nation-
al vice president when the
nation was on the boil
against CAA-NPR-NRC. I
was appalled to learn that
MPs of my party had
voted in favour of the
Citizenship Amendment
Bill in Parliament," re-
called the 45-year-old,
often perceived to be as
ideologically agnostic.

"I confronted Nitish
Kumar, who was then our
national president. He
claimed he was away on a
tour and not aware of the
development but glibly as-
sured me that he will not
allow NRC in Bihar. The
duplicity made me realise
I cannot work with this
man," said Kishor who
was expelled from JD(U)
over the spat with Kumar.

Kishor, whose much-an-
ticipated entry into the
Congress could not fructi-
fy last year despite meet-
ings with its top leaders,
hinted that he still ad-
mired the organisation
but in its old avatar under
the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi.

"Godse's ideology can be
defeated only by reviving
the Congress of Gandhi,"
said Kishor, in an oblique
reference to alleged RSS
links of the Mahatma's as-
sassin.
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Devotees offers prayers to setting sun during Chhath Puja festival, at Har Ki Pauri ghat in Haridwar, Sunday.

CHHATH RITUALS

People show their identification cards as they wait in a queue to cast their votes at a polling booth during the first
phase of Haryana panchayat elections, at Teek village in Kaithal district, Sunday.

EXERCISING RIGHTS

‘Will campaign for BJP in Bihar by-polls’

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan
speaks to the media, in Patna, Sunday.

NGO which rescues street animals & feeds them


