
New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Sanjay Prasad broke
down in tears as he point-
ed to a juice corner at the
bustling Sarojini Nagar
market where his elder
brother was found dead
after a bomb explosion on
October 29, 2005.

Some lost a sibling,
some their parents and
some, like Manisha
Michael, lost both.

It has been 17 years
since the terror attack, but
survivors and families of
the deceased victims who

gathered at a memorial on
Saturday say that time has
not been a healer and they

are still living their ordeal.
Serial blasts had ripped

through crowded market-
places of Sarojini Nagar,
Kalkaji, and Paharganj,
leaving 67 people dead and
over 225 injured in 2005
two days before Diwali
when the area was teem-
ing with shoppers. "The
day remains vivid in my
mind. Barely 10 minutes
before the blast, I met my
brother who worked at a
shop and walked past the
market. "When I heard the
noise of the blast and
turned around, I saw a

thick blanket of smoke
and stench of burning
flesh," Prasad, 34, said, as
he paid homage to his
elder brother at Sarojini
Nagar. Prasad lives with
his parents and younger
brother and is the sole
earner of the family. "The
absence of my elder broth-
er is always felt in the
house," Prasad said.

Manisha Michael, who
was eight years old when
she lost her parents and
brother in the blast, said
that the trauma persist
even today.

Condemn
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India on
Saturday strongly con-
demned the terror attack
at Iran's Shah-e-Cherag
shrine and said it is yet
another reminder that
terrorism continues to
pose one of the biggest
threats to international
peace and security.
According to reports
from Iran, at least 15
people were killed and 40
others injured in the
attack on the shrine in
the city of Shiraz on
Wednesday evening.

Rescued
MMuummbbaaii:: More than 50
animals, birds and rep-
tiles were rescued by the
forest department during
Diwali festivities in
Mumbai and neighbour-
ing Thane district, an
official said on Saturday.
The forest department in
coordination with
Resqink Association for
Wildlife Welfare (RAWW)
rescued animals and
birds after attending
more than 110 distress
calls over a period of five
days, he said.

Homage
BBeennggaalluurruu:: The Maratha
Light Infantry Regimental
Centre (MLIRC) in
Belagavi district of
Karnataka observed the
114th 'Sharqat Day' to
pay homage to the sol-
diers who sacrificed their
lives on this day in 1918
during the First World
War in erstwhile
Mesopotamia, now in
present day Iraq.

Dedicate 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will dedicate two key
railway lines in poll-
bound Gujarat to the
nation on Monday, offi-
cials said. These are the
section of the Asarva
(Ahmedabad)-
Himmatnaga-Udaipur
Gauge Converted Line
and the Lunidhar-Jetalsar
Gauge Converted Line.
The entire 299-km stretch
of the Ahmedabad
(Asarva) Himmatnagar
Udaipur section has been
completed at Rs 2,482.38
crore. Major stations on
this section are
Ahmedabad, Shamlaji
Road, Himmatnagar,
Nandol Dahegam,
Dungarpur, Prantij and
Udaipur.
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Devotees perform rituals before
'Kharna Puja' on the second day
of the 'Chhath Puja' festivities, 

in Ranchi, Saturday. 
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Gandhinagar, Oct 29 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said his govern-
ment was working on pro-
viding ten lakh jobs.

In a video message to a
`Rozgar Mela' (employ-
ment fair) organized by
the Gujarat government
here, he also said that the
number of government
jobs for the youth will rise.

As many as 5,000 per-
sons got appointment let-
ters from the Gujarat
Panchayat Service Board

while 8,000 persons were
given appointment letters
by the Gujarat Sub

Inspector Recruitment
Board and Lokrakshak
Recruitment Board dur-
ing the event, held ahead
of Assembly elections in
the BJP-ruled state.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel distrib-
uted the appointment let-
ters.

"On the auspicious day
of Dhanteras, we held a
Rozgar Mela at the nation-
al level where we distrib-
uted appointment letters
to 75,000 candidates," PM
Modi said in his address.

Such Melas will contin-

ue to be organised at the
national and state levels
in the coming months, he
said. "The Central govern-
ment is working on pro-
viding ten lakh jobs, the
states and Union territo-
ries are also getting asso-
ciated with the campaign.
The number of govern-
ment jobs given to the
youth will rise significant-
ly," he said.

"Your appointment will
hugely reinforce the cam-
paigns for last-mile deliv-
ery and saturation of cov-
erage of government

schemes," he told the new
recruits.

Modi credited the new
industrial policy of
Gujarat for creating job
opportunities and praised
reforms like the abolition
of interview process for
Class 3 and 4 government
posts.

"Our goal is to make
India a developed nation
by 2047. Next 25 years are
very critical for the coun-
try. We need a lot of devel-
opment and you should
fulfil your duty to society
and the country," he said.

Kolkata, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Bangladesh Information
Minister Hasan Mahmud
Saturday said the Sheikh
Hasina government is com-
mitted to the safety of its
Hindu minorities and the
peaceful Durga Puja cele-
brations in the country
this year is a testimony to
it.

Mahamud, who is in the
city to inaugurate
Bangladesh Film Festival,
said the Indo-Bangla rela-
tion is not dependent only
on the Teesta water shar-
ing agreement between the
two nations. "The Sheikh
Hasina government is com-
mitted to protecting the
rights of Hindu minorities
in Bangladesh. The recent
peaceful Durga Puja cele-
bration in the country is a

testimony to it. This year
the number of Durga Pujas
held in Bangladesh was
much higher than last

year," Mahmud said at a
press conference at the
Press Club here. Referring
to the communal violence
in Bangladesh during
Durga Puja in 2021, he said
the country's government
was extra cautious to avoid
any untoward incident this
year. "Those who had tried
to create problems during
Durga Puja stand exposed.
We have taken special
measures to ensure no un-
toward incident takes
place," he said.

Speaking on India-
Bangladesh relations, the
minister said more than
the government to govern-
ment relations it is the
people-to-people associa-
tions between the two
countries that have helped
strengthen the diplomatic
relations.

Raipur, Oct 29: 

Three men have been
apprehended for allegedly
killing the 23-year-old
nephew of a Congress cor-
porator and burying his
body at an isolated place in
Raipur city, police said on
Saturday.

The police on Friday de-
tained three men for the
murder of Wahazuddin
alias Babu, who had been
reported missing since
September 25, an official
said.

The incident took place
on September 25 at WRS
Colony under Khamtarai
police station limits, and it
came to light on Friday
evening when the victim's
body was exhumed and
the trio were detained, he
said. Preliminary investi-

gations revealed that
Babu, who was the
nephew of a Congress cor-
porator in the Birgaon
Municipal Corporation,
was in a relationship with
the daughter of one of the
accused. This may be the
reason for the murder, the
official said.

On September 25, Babu
went missing, following
which a missing person's
report was lodged with
Urla police station, he
said. During the investiga-
tion, the police detained
the trio, who revealed that
they had killed Babu and
buried his body at WRS
Colony, the official said.

The exhumed body has
been sent for autopsy and
an offence has been regis-
tered in this regard, he
added.

Bengaluru, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The flight acceptance hot test
of CE-20 engine has been suc-
cessfully carried out in the
High Altitude Test facility of
ISRO Propulsion Complex
(IPRC) at Mahendragiri in
Tamil Nadu for a duration of
25 seconds.
The engine is earmarked for
the LVM3-M3 mission identi-
fied for launching the next 36
OneWeb India-1 satellites, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation said.
Sources said these satellites of
OneWeb, the London-based
satellite communications com-
pany, are expected to be
launched by the NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL), the
ISRO's commercial arm,

aboard LVM3 during January-
February next year.
Friday's flight acceptance test
comes within days of the
launch of the first set of 36
OneWeb satellites by the NSIL
from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC- SHAR) in
Sriharikota on October 23.
"The cryogenic upper stage of
the LVM3 vehicle (C25 stage)
is powered by a CE-20 engine
working with the LOX-LH2 pro-
pellants combination. This
engine develops a nominal
thrust of 186.36 kN in vacu-
um", an ISRO statement noted
on Saturday.
"The major objectives of the
flight acceptance test were to
confirm the integrity of the
hardware, assessment of sub-
systems' performance and
tune the engine for meeting
the mission requirements
parameters for engine tuning
for flight operation", it said.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
on Saturday released an
audio clip of an alleged
BJP man purportedly dis-
cussing the party's bid to
poach AAP MLAs in the
capital and demanded
Home Minister Amit
Shah's arrest and ouster if
he was involved in the
matter.

There was no immedi-
ate reaction from the BJP
or Shah. The senior AAP
leader played the audio

tape at a press conference
and claimed the BJP
"dalal" (broker) heard in
the clip was one of the
three people arrested in
Telangana over an alleged

bid to poach that state's
ruling party Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
MLAs. Ramachandra
Bharati aka Satish
Sharma, Nanda Kumar
and Simhayaji Swamy
were arrested by
Telangana Police earlier
this week for allegedly try-
ing to coax four TRS legis-
lators into defecting to the
BJP. He also showed their
pictures with a senior RSS
leader and two Union min-
isters and said their con-
nection with the BJP rank
and file was evident.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The UN Security
Council's Counter-
Terrorism Committee on
Saturday called on mem-
ber-countries to ensure
"zero tolerance" towards
terrorist activities and
vowed to deal with the
scourge more vigorously
at the end of its two-day
special conclave in
India.

The meeting, attended
by representatives of 15
member-countries of the

UN Security Council and
global counter-terror ex-
perts, adopted the "Delhi
Declaration" listing the
council's priorities in
combating the challenge
of terrorism and terror-
financing.

In the declaration, the
global body expressed
concerns over the in-
creasing use of Internet
and other information
and communications
technologies, including
social media platforms,
for terrorist purposes.

Ahmedabad, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The Gujarat govern-
ment has decided to form a
committee to implement
the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), it said on Saturday.

The decision was taken
at a cabinet meeting which
could be the last meeting
under the present BJP
government as Assembly
elections are expected to
be announced in the state
by the next week.

Gujarat Minister of
State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi and Union min-
ister Parshottam Rupala
informed the reporters
about the decision.

17 YEARS AFTER SERIAL BLASTS

Survivors live with trauma, loss

‘Govt working on providing 10 lakh jobs’

PM Modi addresses at the
Gujarat Rozgar Mela via video

message, in New Delhi.

ISRO successfully
carries out key test
̈ Of its heaviest

rocket's engine

‘B’desh govt committed to safety and
security of Hindu minorities’

Minister of Information of
Bangladesh Muhammad Hasan
Mahmud pays floral tribute to

Bangladeshi politician
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman during the
'Development of Bangladesh'
seminar, in Kolkata, Saturday.

Three held for killing Cong 
corporator’s nephew, burying body

MLA-Poaching In T’gana

Arrest Amit Shah: Sisodia

Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
during a press conference, 

in New Delhi, Saturday.

Guj forms panel for

implementing UCC

Delhi Declaration

UN Security Council for ‘zero
tolerance’ towards terrorism
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Raipur, Oct 29:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reviewed the prepa-
rations for paddy procure-
ment today, in a meeting held
at his residence office. He di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to ensure that the
farmers coming to sell paddy
should not have to face any
kind of inconvenience at the
committees and procure-
ment centers. Under the
leadership of the Chief
Secretary, the Secretaries
and Collectors in-charge of
the districts should be ready
to maintain all the arrange-
ments for procurement of
paddy. He said that a meeting
of farmers should be held at
committee-level on
November 1 and planning for
movement/transportation of
paddy should be done at com-
mittee-level in consent with
the farmers. Chief Minister
said that due to unseasonal
rains in many areas of the
state, paddy harvesting has
yet not begun in full swing.
Officials were directed to
sensitize the farmers to
bring the paddy dry, so as to
avoid any kind of inconven-
ience while selling. Chief
Minister said that as per the

guidelines of the
Government of India, the
percentage of moisture in
the paddy procured every
year should be less than 17

percent. This information
should be widely publicized
among the farmers. Chief
Minister has directed the of-
ficials to expedite the regis-

tration of rice mills for
milling of paddy. Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, Secretary to
Chief Minister Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi,
Finance Secretary
Alarmelmangai D, Secretary
to Chief Minister DD Singh,
Food Secretary Topeshwar
Verma, Deputy Secretary to
Chief Minister Soumya
Chaurasia and other officers
were present at the meeting.

In the meeting held today,
Chief Minister reviewed in
detail the status of farmers’
registration, gunny bag
arrangements, preparations
for transportation of paddy,
preparations made in collec-
tion centers and the status of
registration of mills. It was
informed in the meeting
that the arrangements for
transportation of paddy
have been completed. DMO,
Assistant Accounts Officer
and Field Assistant have
been appointed in all the five
newly-formed districts.
Chief Minister directed that
the check posts on the inter-
state borders should be
alerted to prevent the illegal
transportation of paddy
from the bordering states.

Make it convenient for the farmers to
sell paddy at support price: Baghel

Check posts on inter-state borders should be alerted to prevent the illegal transportation of paddy

Road construction work be completed with strict
adherence to quality standards

Baghel also chaired a review meeting of the Public Works
Department. He directed the officials concerned to complete the
ongoing road constructions works at the earliest while strictly adher-
ing to the quality standards. Chief Minister said that there is no
dearth of budget for road repairs. So far, road construction works
worth nearly Rs 1,000 crore have been completed in the state. The
construction work of other roads is underway on a war footing. Chief
Minister said that the patchwork roads should be repaired on priority.
He instructed the Collectors to monitor the repairing work of dilapi-
dated roads. It was informed in the meeting that the Chhattisgarh
Road and Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited has set a
target of completing 165 construction works of roads and bridges by
December 2022, 180 works by March 2023, 99 works by June 2023, 39
works by July 2023. In this way, a total of 483 roads and bridge con-
struction works are to be completed by July 2023. 

Raipur, Oct 29:

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
on Saturday raised question on
significance of organizing
Tribal Dance festival stating
that the tribal community are
agitated against the state gov-
ernment over the decrease of
reservations to them from pre-
vailing 32% to 20% following re-
cent High Court verdict.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at BJP office situated at
Ekatma Parishar, the BJP
General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap claimed that the trib-
als have announced to boycott
the scheduled Dance Festival
being organized to celebrate the
Foundation Day event. On
grounds of reported anguish
against the state government
over the reservation, the BJP

leader asked for whom the state
government is organizing
Dance Festival as the entire 32%
tribals are come up with the
protest. He reiterated that the
tribal reservation of 32% has
been reduced due to negli-
gence on part of the state gov-

ernment as it had not put up
the fact during the hearing in
High Court. BJP leader said
that the tribals would continue
to fight for the rights of tribals
and would keep on holding
demonstration till the 32%
reservation is restored.

BJP raises question over organizing Tribal Dance festival

Diwali Milan programme by Sewa Welfare Samiti
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::  

Sewa Welfare Samiti organ-
ised the Diwali Milan pro-
gramme for needy children
and women on October 22 at
Bhanpuri, Raipur. Sewa
Welfare Samiti, President
Manish Tikariha said that
sweets, fruits and crackers
were distributed to more than
50 childrens. On the occasion

‘Sua Dance’ was performed by
the women and children of
Bhanpuri area which was
much appreciated. Sewa
Welfare Samiti President,
Manish Tikariha, General
Secretary Devendra
Chandrakar, Praveen Tikariha,
Patron Dilip Singh, KL Sahu,
Lalit Sahu, Bhanpuri incharge
Mr Lucky were present to make
the event successful.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: BJP
District President Brajesh
Bichpuria on Saturday
visited all the ponds before
Chhath festival and asked
the concerned officials to
complete the cleaning
work of the pond anyhow

by evening. Here it needs a
mention that women
would perform the ritual
of evening Surya Aragya
on October 30. During the
visit Brijesh Bijpuria was
accompanied by Ward
Councilors Mukesh
Agarwal, Priyanka Bhola
Sahu , Chandeshwari

Bandhe, representative of
MP Pramod Singh, Vijay
Shukla, Nitesh Mishra,
Amit Mishra, Ashok Jain,
Pradeep Pandey, Mandal
President Vijay Jaiswal,
Dhaneshwar Sahu, Vicky
Singh, Chumman Sahu,
Saurabh Chatterjee and
other BJP workers.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: A large
number of devotees par-
ticipated in Skandasasthi
Mahayajna at
Skandashram in Hudco.
The fourth day of
Skandasasthi silver ju-
bilee celebrations started
with Vancha Ganpati
Havan, which was con-
ducted for fulfillment of
wishes, crushing all evil
forces and spiritual awak-
ening as well as success in
artistic fields.

Varahi Havan took place
at 08:30 for the destruction
of evil forces and protec-
tion from accidents, pro-
tection from infectious dis-
eases, freedom from fami-
ly tensions, getting perma-
nent jobs and getting or-
ders from government de-
partments.

At 11:00 hrs, Nakshatra

Havan was performed for
attainment of positive
thoughts, life force, self-
confidence and favorable
situations. At 12:15 hrs,
Shri Santan Gopal
Krishna Havan took place,
which was conducted for

getting son, family, avoid-
ing miscarriage, etc. After
Deep Aradhana, Prasad
was distributed among
devotees. In the evening,
the Mahayajna com-
menced with Shri
Dakshinamurthy Havan,

which was conducted to
generate interest in the
pursuit of education and
to improve the memory so
that the desire for higher
studies could be completed
easily.

This was followed by

Shri Sudarshan Havan
which was conducted for
industrial development,
highly successful profit
and relief from labour is-
sues. Shri Shutuni Durga
Havan was conducted for
the removal of Kshetra
Dosha, relief from official
obstacles, removal of ob-
stacles in permanent em-
ployment and praise from
management. After deep
aradhana, Prasad was dis-
tributed among devotees.

On October 30, the cere-
mony will begin with the
Rinhara Ganpati Havan,
which will be conducted to
improve the quality of life
and debt relief. Shri
S u b r a m a n y a
Panchadakshasari Mool
Mantra Havan,
Vadugaraja Kanya
Suhasani Puja and
Vasudhara Havan, etc will
be held.

Bhilai, Oct 29: Cathlab
upgradation work at SAIL-
BSP's JLN Hospital and
RC began on May 27, 2022.
The 100th Angiography
procedure was completed
at JLN Hospital & RC on
October 28, 2022. SAIL
Chairman Soma Mondal,
AK Singh, Director
(Technical), Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) visited the Cathlab.
Detailed information on
Angiography and
Angioplasty procedure
and heart attack was given
by Cardiologists present at
the Cathlab.

Earlier, Cardiologists
used to visit JLN Hospital
and RC from Delhi once or
twice a month. Now, the
system has been upgraded

and Cardiologists from 3
hospitals from Raipur give
their services every week
at JLN Hospital and RC.

SAIL Chairman Soma
Mondal appreciated the
work carried out at

Cathlab and stated that it
is beneficial for BSP em-
ployees, their dependants
and retired employees.
She went to say that it will
be a boon for heart pa-
tients.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Ot 29: Mother's
Market located at Power
House has become a cen-
tre point of providing
quality products. To fur-
ther improve Mother's
Market, Mayor Neeraj Pal
took a meeting of the CO
and officers of National
Urban Livelihood Mission
and took information
about the products being
put up for sale and how to
make it better.

The women giving de-
tails, said that the Market
is catering to the business
requirement of flowers,
bouquets through the
shops, food items through
Garh Kaleva, incense
sticks, phenyl, pickles, pa-

pads, and similar dry
items, all items related to
boutiques, all kinds dry
sweet items, and those re-
lated to domestic needs are
all being put up for sale.

Apart from this, women
have shown amazing skill
and artistry in the home
decorative items. These
products are very popular
and people are reaching
Mother's Market for shop-
ping. It is noteworthy that
MLA Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal had
taken a meeting of offi-
cials for better operation
of Mother's Market.

The formation of a
steering committee to take
Mother's Market towards a
new direction and promot-
ing the products for better

marketing and selecting
them and organizing
training was also dis-
cussed. Women have been
able to find a place for
business through Mother's
Market.

It is worth mentioning
that women are moving to-

wards empowerment and
economic progress by get-
ting employment through
18 shops of Mother's
Market. Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
has also given instructions
to the officers for better
implementation of the

schemes during the re-
view of the works of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission.

The shops in this mar-
ket is decorated and set up
by women. There is also
adequate arrangement of
parking as well as one can
also enjoy Chowpatty.

Those present at the
meeting were MiC mem-
ber and in-charge of pub-
lic works Ekansh Banchor,
personal secretary of the
Mayor Wasim Khan and
personal assistant Gend
Ram Sinha, assistant proj-
ect officer Phanindra
Bose, mission manager
Sheeba Robert and women
of National Urban
Livelihood Mission in
large numbers.

DMC Commissioner
inspects statue site of Dau

Vasudev Chandrakar 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: Under the
auspices of Durg Municipal
Corporation, a special event
will be organised on the
death anniversary of
Congress leader Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar, also
known as Chanakya, in poli-
tics of the undivided Madhya
Pradesh. October 30 is the
death anniversary of
Vasudev Chandrakar and
this year it happens to be the
15th one. In view of this, the
MiC has taken decision to
hold a tribute meeting. The
two hour long programme
will begin at 10:00 hrs at the
statue site at Malviya Nagar
Chowk. The eminent persons
present at the meeting will
throw light on the personali-

ty of Vasudev Chandrakar.
Ahead of the programme,
Durg Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar along with
Health Officer Javed Ali vis-
ited the spot on Saturday and
gave necessary instructions
regarding arrangement
along with the extensive
cleaning of the area. It needs
a mention that on the day of
Hareli festival, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had unveiled the life size stat-
ue of Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar at the Malviya
Nagar Chowk.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: A One
Day Faculty Development
Programme was organ-
ized at St Thomas College,
Bhilai on "Publication in
Quality Journals" with
MoU partner Jaipuria
Institute of Management,
Indore. The FDP was de-
livered by resource per-
son Dr Sahil Singh
Jasrotia, Assistant Dean

of Research from the
partner institution.

During this interactive
session, several aspects
like recognition of re-
puted and authentic
journals, code of con-
duct for writing a re-
search work, publication
ethics, dos and don'ts for
scholastic publication
were thoroughly dis-
cussed.

Earlier Dr MG Roymon,

Principal, St Thomas
College, delivered the wel-
come address and shared
his views on importance
of quality research work
in today's scenario. The
programme was conduct-
ed by S Nidhi, Faculty, PG
Department of
Commerce while the vote
of thanks was proposed
by Dr Suruchi Parkhey,
Assistant Professor, PG
Department of Botany.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) and
Airport Authority of India
(AAI) Limited have signed
an Operation and
Management (O & M)
agreement on Saturday in
New Delhi for facilitating
commercial operations
from Rourkela in the state
of Odisha. SAIL, in 2018,
had signed a MOU for use
of its own Airport, under
the UDAN scheme, for op-
eration of commercial
flights.

Now, SAIL has signed
the O&M contract with
AAI, through its Rourkela

Steel Plant, for facilitating
commencement of com-
mercial flight from
Rourkela. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation has provid-
ed financial support for
the up-gradation of this
Airport.

The Government of
Odisha will provide the se-
curity, fire services and
ambulance services be-
sides helping with other
local clearances. AAI, on
behalf of SAIL - Rourkela
Steel Plant, will operate
and manage the airport,
informed a press commu-
nique from the local SAIL
unit- the Bhilai Steel
Plant.

The Airport will provide
relief to all air travellers
from the industrial town
of Rourkela and the sur-
rounding areas. The com-

mencement of air services
is also important in view
of forthcoming Hockey
World Cup where 20 out of
the total 44 matches are
being held at Rourkela
during January 2023. This
global event will witness a
huge footfall to Rourkela
during the period and the
requirement of air con-
nectivity to the city will be
a major necessity for logis-
tical reasons.

SAIL, one of the largest
steel companies in the
country and a 'Maharatna'
CPSE has been actively
participating in the devel-
opment of peripheral
areas around its produc-
tion facilities. This en-
deavour, in the public in-
terest, is likely to boost
economic activities in this
region.

Counselling arrangements to be
made at paddy procurement centres

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: All neces-
sary preparations are
being closely monitored for
purchase of paddy on sup-
port price from November
01 in Durg district.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired a
meeting with the officials
of Revenue Department,
Food Department and
District Co-operative Bank
to ensure that the prepara-
tions are properly done.

In the meeting, the
Collector asked to set up all
facilities for the farmers
who visit the centre to sell
paddy. He said that a coun-
selling system would also
be made to the farmers so
that they do not face any
problem in the centre.
Often, farmers face prob-
lems due to errors in regis-

tration and entry of
acreage. In such a situation,
to overcome their problem,
they will be provided infor-
mation about the rules in
easy language by the coun-
sellor and the concerned of-
ficers will try their best to
solve their problem. Apart
from this, the Collector
asked the officials to ensure
preparation according to
the check list in all 94 paddy
procurement centers before
the launch of paddy pro-
curement in the Kharif sea-
son 2022-23. The Collector

said that the registered
farmers coming for the sale
of paddy should not face
any problem. Along with
this, there should be no
problem of gunny bags in
the procurement centers
and it will be the responsi-
bility of the concerned offi-
cer to ensure the entry and
review of the paddy pro-
cured daily. Apart from this,
he instructed the nodal offi-
cers of the paddy procure-
ment to conduct continuous
inspection. The Collector
asked the officers to make

arrangements for registra-
tion of old and new farm-
ers, acreage verification,
token system, availability
of gunny bags and pur-
chase of paddy by establish-
ing mutual coordination.
This year also the millers
will directly lift the paddy
procured from the centers.

A meeting will be held
soon with the representa-
tives of the rice miller so
that the paddy is lifted
quickly from the centres.
Along with this, the check
posts will be set up in the
border areas of the district
to check illegal storage and
transportation of paddy.
Similarly, to take action
against Kochiyas and mid-
dlemen and to maintain
law and order, the sub-divi-
sional officers have been
directed to take appropri-
ate actions.

Govt policies encourage people
return towards farming

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29:
Preparations for procure-
ment of paddy have been
completed in 94 procure-
ment centers of the dis-
trict. One of the nearest
procurement centers from
Durg city is the procure-
ment center of village
Kolihapuri. Detailing
about preparations being
made for the purchase of
paddy, the Managers in-
formed that this year 52
new farmers have been
added to the center.

He said that due to the
encouraging policies of
the government for farm-
ing and due to schemes
like Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, many people
have returned to farming

again. The economic pros-
perity has also attracted
those farmers who had
given up farming. Now
they have started finding
profit again in agriculture.
Apart from this, farmers
are getting a lot of benefits
due to other schemes of
rural development of the
government.

The Manager further in-
formed that every year the
number of farmers is in-
creasing and accordingly
they make a strategy for
the procurement. This
year also arrangements
for gunny bags, stacking
arrangements etc have
been made.

Along with this, on the

instructions of the nodal
officer, they will also en-
sure timely lifting. The
manager stated that they
have worked to improve
the token system in the
procurement centres. All
registers are being main-
tained. Basic facilities for
farmers are available in
the collection centre.

The officials have also
conducted a meeting in
this regard and have ap-
prised about the updated
instructions related to the
purchase. The Manager
added that the nodal offi-
cer appointed for the pur-
chase has also inspected
the collection center and
has been satisfied with the
arrangements. It needs to
be mentioned here that in
addition to Kolihapuri, the
paddy of farmers from
Kasaridih, Pulgaon,
Pisegaon etc is also pro-
cured here.
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Collector chairs meeting of concerned officials p 52 new farmers added
in Kolihapuri center

SAIL & AAI sign agreement for 
facilitating commercial operation 

of Airport at Rourkela
p Under RCS UDAN

scheme

p Ahead of death 
anniversary programme
on October 30

One Day FDP organised 
at St Thomas College

Bhilai Mayor holds meeting with women 
of National Urban Livelihood Mission

100th Angiography procedure 
completed at JLN Hospital & RC

Devotees participate in Skandasasthi Mahayajna Bichpuria inspects 
preparation at ponds
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Bilaspur, Oct 28:
Divisional Commissioner
Bilaspur Dr Sanajy Alang
under the annual inspec-
tion of roaster and strength-
ening of revenue adminis-
tration in newly formed
Sarangarh- Bhilaigarh dis-
trict, conducted surprise in-
spection of SDM and
Tehsil's office in Bhilaigarh
and Bhatgaon Tehsil office
and during which Collector
D Rahul Venkat was also
present.

Divisional Commissioner

Dr Alang inspecting
all the revenue and
land records in the
Tehsil office took in-
formation about the
pending cases related
to controversial, mu-
tation, division, de-
marcation of land and
those sorted out and
gave instructions to
solve the pending
cases withini the time limit.
During this he checked the
the presence register, serv-
ice book and record room,
WVN, 'Mal-Jamdar', 'Nakal
branch', 'Nayab Nazir', rev-
enue court, 'reader branch',
'Kanungo branch', 'Najarat
branch' and registers of
other branches and directed
the concerned to update the
registers in each branch.

Further the Divisional

Commissioner also took in-
formation about the maps
updating work, digital sig-
nature, map, 'Khasara', B-1
copies. During inspection
he also took information
about 'income register', is-
suing of Notice and gave
necessary instructions to
the Tehsildar.

On this occasion he gave
instructions to work upon
mission mode for updation

of maps and other records.
On asking about the inspec-
tion by the journalists in
Bhilaigarh, Dr Alang in-
formed that this inspection
is being carried out as part
of annual inspection and
strengthening of revenue
administrative work proce-
dure, so that the farmers do
not face any problems in
selling of their paddy.

During this he also held
talks with the parties and
advocates and took infor-
mation about work of the
tehsil office. On this ocac-
sion ADM Nishtha Pandey
Tiwari, Jt. Collector Dr
Singdha Tiwari, SDM
Sarangarh Monika Verma,
SDM Bhilaigarh KL Sori
and other Tehsildar and
Revenue officers were
present.

Divisional Comm directs to 
update land, revenue records

Rajyotsava should be celebrated
with enthusiasm: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 29: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh gave necessary
guidelines on the prepara-
tions for Rajyotsava in the
weekly deadline meeting
here and said that a one-
day Rajyotsava program is
to be organized in the dis-
trict as per the instruc-
tions of the government.

The district level
Rajyotsava program
should be celebrated with
dignity and attractiveness,
wherein live models of
government schemes and
programs should be dis-
played on departmental
stalls so that the general
public can get complete in-

formation about the
schemes.

The Collector, after re-
viewing the preparations
for the upcoming paddy

procurement, also gave in-
structions to ensure
CCTV for all facilities and
security in the procure-
ment centers and took in-

formation from the Food
Officer about the procure-
ment centers and commit-
tees.

The Collector also dis-
cussed in detail the estab-
lishment of Rural
Industrial Park and said
that the government's am-
bitious plan to strengthen
the rural economy should
be ensured through the ac-
tion plan of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Industrial
Park and should be imple-
mented on the ground at
the earliest.

CEO District Panchayat
Namrata Jain, Joint
Collector Anil Sidar, SDM
and district level officers
were present in the 
meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Oct 29: As per
instructions by the
Collector Richa Prakash
Choudhary, in order to
spruce up the health insti-
tutions and to provide bet-
ter health services to peo-

ple, the health centres are
being regularly moni-
tored.

CHMO Dr Prabhat
Chandra Prabhakar con-
ducted inspection of PHC
Kodmar, Aamadanda and
Navagaon on Friday. He
gave instructions to all the
doctors, medical staff and
rural health assistants to
come to PHCs well on time
and provide best of the

health services to general
public. Apart from this he
also asked to ensure prop-
er cleaning in the hospital
premises and ensure prop-
er disposal of bio-medical
waste and its manage-
ment. During this inspec-
tion Block Medical officer
Pendra Dr AI Minj, and
Block Prog Manager
Arvind Soni were also
present.

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Oct 29: The elec-
tricity department has
once again started the
campaign of power cut of
those who have not
cleared their electricity
bills and in this context
the department's employ-
ees are visiting door-to-
door and snapping off
power connection of de-
faulters of electricity
bill.

On occasion of
Dussehra and 'Navami'
on Oct 7, the long relax-
ation given to the default-
ers came to an end. The

Senior Engineer
Kotmikala Power
Distribution Centre
under Pendra Road divi-
sion Meena Kanwar
launched a campaign to
cut-off the connection of
high power bill default-
ers in different villages of
Kotmi power distribu-
tion centres.

In this the employees of
the Power Distribution
Department apprised
consumers about the im-
portant scheme of 'half-
electricity' bill for con-
sumption upto 400 units
as launched by the state
government.

Under the campaign, a
total of Rs 40000 was re-
covered from 8 power
consumers who have not
paid their electricity bills
earlier and connection of
10 others were snapped
off for failing to pay their

outstanding electricity
bills.

These customers even
refused to pay the out-
standing amount in in-
stallment to the
Department. Senior
Engineer Kotmi Power
Distribution Centre
Meena Knwar and staff
assistant Lineman Dev
Kumar Mandava, KK
Netam, Jagdish Sarota
were present in this ac-
tion.

Meena Kanwar in-
formed that they in-
formed the power con-
sumers with outstanding
power bill of Rs 2000 and
above by issuing them
notice twice and even if
they do not pay the bills,
then their power connec-
tion is snapped off after
approaching them per-
sonally for clearing their
outstanding bills.

Farewell to pass out batch

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 29:
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce
under Chouksey Group of
Colleges organized the con-
vocation ceremony of the
students passed in B. Com.,
B. Sc, and P.G.D.C.A. in the
session 2021-22, on 29
October 2022 in the main
building, Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium
of the Choksey Group of
Colleges.

The programme started
by garlanding the picture
of Mata Saraswati. The
chief guest of the pro-
gramme, M.D. of
Chouksey Group of
Colleges Shri Ashish
Jaiswal ji, in his address,
gave guidance to the stu-
dents to be disciplined in
life, to earn special abilities
in the course, and to build
their bright future, as well
as wished them well to
move forward and succeed
in new life.

Dr. Mantosh Sinha, the
principal of the college
presiding over the pro-
gramme, in his remarks,
gave a message to the stu-
dents to be ready for their
goals in new life and to be
focused in education.

The convener of the pro-
gramme, Ashutosh Pandey,
Registrar, Chouksey
College of Science and
Commerce Provided guid-
ance to the students to
focus on their careers with
the facilities available in

the college, new courses
and inspired them to get
employment-oriented edu-
cation in the future.

V.S. Kharshan, Training
and placement officer,
Chouksey Group of
Colleges shows the path for
best career opportunities
and fulfilling student's
goal.

On the basis of the
achievements of the alum-
ni in the program, the
award for the best student
and student in the college

(Abhijeet Tandon
Commerce, Ramnewaj
Science and Kalpana Patel
PGDCA) was given by Mr.

Ashish Jaiswal, MD of
the institute. Various
sports and cultural activi-
ties were organized by the
students in the program
and prizes were distributed
to the winners by the
Hon'ble Managing
Director.

The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Abhishek
Agrawal (Head of the
Department, Faculty of
Arts) and the vote of
thanks was delivered by
Mr. Saurabh Singh
Banafar, Head of the
Department of Commerce,
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce.

Officers of the Chouksey
Group of Colleges attended
the program as well as all
the teachers, staff and a
large number of students
of the Chouksey college of
Science and Commerce
were also present.
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At Chouksey College of Science and Commerce

p Of electricity bills
from Kotmi Power
Distribution centre

p Power connection of
10 others snapped off

p Conducts annual
inspection of newly
formed Sarangarh-
Bhilaigarh District 

Cash of 40000 recovered from defaulters

CHMO conducts surprise
inspection of PHCs

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Oct 29: The fes-
tival of 'Dhanteras' was ob-
served last on Saturday in
different villages of the
tehsil with great enthusi-
asm. The devotees offered
prayers to Lord
Dhanwantari and sought
blessings for good health
and peace and prosperity of
all. On this occasion 13
'earthen diyas' were lighted
up and prayers were per-
formed. With 'diyas' lit in
all the houses, illuminated
the entire region with
sparkling natural lights.

Sarikab Verma informed
that the festival of
'Dhanteras' brings prosper-
ity in the lives of every per-
son. It is by offering
prayers and obeisance to
Lord Dhanwantari that
blessings are sought for

good health and happiness
for all. It is by placing 13
'diyas' on the 'pidha' along
with coconut fruit, incense
stick and 'prasad' that
prayers are performed by
all the family and slogans

in favour of Lord
Dhanwantari are raised.
On this occasion there is lot
of enthusiasm in lives of
all and walls and paints
shine with new paints and
white-wash.

‘Dhanteras’ celebrated 
with religious fervour

p In GPM district

Unity Run by
NYK on Oct 31

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Oct 29: As
per instructions by the
GoI Youth Programme
and Sports Ministry,
every year on occasion
of birth anniversary
of Srdar Vallabh Bhai
Patel on Oct 31 is ob-
served as National
Unity Dayt. Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel
was known for his pa-
triotism, firm will and
confidence and
courage.

N a t o i n a l
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee (NIC) will
be holding 75000 Unity
Runs on Oct 31 all over
India from 7:00 am to
9:00 am and in this

from every district 100
'U nity Run' can take
part.

On this day, cycle
and Bike rally too will
be organised and to
make this programme
successful, Nehru
Yuwa Kendra (NYK)
and NSS workers will
give active participa-
tion. This Unity Run
will be organised joint-
ly by the Higher
E d u c a t i o n
Department and
School Education de-
partment.

Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary
has given instructions
to all the concerned
departments to make
this Unity Run of Oct
31 successful.

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299:: Chhath Vratis will
offer Sandhya Arghya to setting
Sun on the third day of Chhath Puja
at over 50 Ghats including
Mahadev Ghat of Kharun river, on
Sunday evening. Kharna and
Lohanda rituals were performed by
Chhath Vratis on the second day of
Chhath Puja, on Saturday evening.
Usha Arghya will be offered on
October 31. 

Chief of the Chhath Mahaparva
Aayojan Samiti (CMAS) Mahadev
Ghat Raipur Rajesh Kumar Singh
said that over 10,000 Chhath Vratis
would offer Sandhya Arghya to set-
ting Sun at Mahadev Ghat on
Sunday evening. Thousands of
people will gather at Mahadev
Ghat, along Kharun River to cele-
brate Chhath festival this year. 

In Raipur city, Chhath Puja will
be celebrated at over 50 places in-
cluding Mahadev Ghat, Vyas Talab,
Chhuhiya Talab, Urla Talab, Jhanjh
Lake Naya Raipur and others.
Mahadev Ghat has bee beautifully
decked up by the Samiti. All
arrangements have been made for
Chhath Puja at Mahadev Ghat.
Lighting, changing rooms for
Chhath Vratis, parking and other
arrangements have been made at
the Mahadev Ghat, he added.
Members of the CMAS Ravindra

Singh, Sunil Singh, Ramkumar
Singh, Parmanand Singh, Shashi
Singh, Satyendra Singh Gautam, R
P Singh, Mayor-in-Council Member
of Raipur Municipal Corporation
Nagbhushan Rao, Kanhaiya Singh,
Satya Prakash Singh, Ram Vilas
Singh, Jayant Singh, Brijesh Singh,
Amarjeet Singh, Santosh Singh,
Jaiprakash Singh, Mukul
Srivastava, Chandrashekhar Singh,
Saroj Singh, Ajay Sharma, Sanjay
Singh and other members are im-
parting their services to make the
Chhath Puja successful at
Mahadev Ghat.  Renowned

Bhojpuri singer and Sur Sangram
winner Mohan Rathore,
Chhattisgarhi folk singer Dilip
Shadangi and Bhojpuri singer
Priyanka Pandey will enthral
Raipurians at Mahadev Ghat on
Sunday. Dancers Sonali and Tarun
Chopra of international acclaimed
dance Group Dharohar Kala
Sangam Sanstha Prayagraj will
perform ‘Nritya Natika’ in the cul-
tural programme. The cultural pro-
gramme is scheduled to begin at 2
pm. Governor Ansuiya Uike has ac-
cepted the invitation to be part of
Chhath Puja at Mahadeo Ghat.

‘Chhath Vratis’ to 
offer ‘Sandhya Arghya’

Chhath Vratis Indu Singh and Kiran Singh perform Kharna
as part of rituals.

̈ To setting Sun

Bemetara, Oct 29:  

Under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojna, the work of
water catchment is
being conducted in the
new project  Dehri
Nala and Hardas Nala
approved in the devel-
opment block Saja.
Under this project,
from 28 October to 1
November, a total of 5
days educational tour
cum training of the
chair men and mem-
bers of the Watershed

Committee, to observe
the structures built
under water conserva-
tion, water conserva-
tion and active self -
help g roups of
Ralegan Siddhi Hirwe
market of
Maharashtra state.
Huh. Under which, on
Friday 28 October, the
Collectorate was
flagged of f by
Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla and
Deputy Director
Ag riculture cum
Project Manager.
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Raipur, Oct 29: 

R a s h t r i y a
Swayamsevak Sangh chief
Mohan Bhagwat is on two-
day visit to Chhattisgarh
on November 14 and 15. As
per information received
from Sangh sources,
Bhagwat will attend the
programs to be held in
Jashpur on November 14
and Ambikapur on
November 15. On
November 14, Bhagwat
will unveil the statue of
BJP leader Dilip Singh
Judev in Jashpur. After
this, on November 15, he
will attend the najor pro-
gram of the  Sangh in
Ambikapur. Here a large
number of volunteers will
gather from all over the
state in the uniform of the
Sangh. Union members
can also reach from other
states. Two months ago,
Bhagwat held an impor-
tant meeting of the organi-
sations associated with the

Sangh, staying in Raipur
for about a week. The pro-
gram is being organised
by Van Vasi Kalyan
Ashram in Jashpur.
Especially the Judeo fami-
ly will also be present in
this program. Sangh chief
will address the people of
the tribal community.
After this, there is a pro-
gram of gathering the vol-
unteers of the Sangh in
Ambikapur program the
next day. Senior leaders as-

sociated with BJP are also
reported to be participate
in this program. Tribal
Pride Day is celebrated on
this day in the country.

The unveiling of the
statue of Dilip Singh
Judeo has been stalled for
the past 9 years. This time
this work is being  com-
pleted. The Judeo family is
associated with the BJP
and their influence is con-
sidered throughout the re-
gion. Dilip Singh Judeo is

known for the Ghar Wapsi
(return of Christian-
turned-tribals to
Hinduism) in this area.
Now son Prabal Pratap is
also associated with this
campaign in this area. The
Sangh has also been fully
supportive of Ghar Wapsi
programmes. In such a sit-
uation, this visit of
Bhagwat in a tribal area
like Jashpur can give em-
phasis to the campaign of
Hindutva and conversion
which will obviously have
a political impact in terms
of the upcoming elections.

Bhagwat will stay in
Ambikapur on November
15. Last year, the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center had
approved the celebration
of ‘Tribal Pride Day’ on
November 15 as a part of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations on
the birth anniversary of
eminent tribal freedom
fighter and leader Birsa
Munda.

Mohan Bhagwat on two-day
visit to state on Nov14-15

Will unveil the statue of Dilip Singh Judeo

Bemetara, Oct 29:

J a g a t g u r u
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati attended the in-
auguration ceremony of
Parshuram Chowk under
Bemetara, Municipality
area as the chief guest.
On the first arrival of
Shankaracharya ji,
Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari, State
President Sarva Brahmin
Samaj Lalit Mishra,
District President Sarva
Brahmin Samaj Jitendra
Shukla, Vice President
Sarva Brahmin Samaj
Lekhmani Pandey, under
the leadership of Vipra
Jan, people of all society
accorded  a grand wel-
come to him .

A procession was taken
out from the Bemetara
MLA office and riding on
a chariot decorated with
flowers, the procession
reached Parashuram

Chowk via Signal Chowk.
During this, artists were
presenting a beautiful
Chhattisgarhi traditional
dance. Hundreds of peo-
ple from all communities
participated in the
Shobha Yatra and it was
welcomed everywhere.

At the Old Bus Stand of
the city, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari and his
supporters welcomed him
with flower petals on the
Shobha Yatra. After be-
coming the
Shankaracharya of
Jyotish Peeth, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati on his arrival
at Bemetara for the first
time said that Goddess

Bhadrakali has a Holy
land. Therefore, happi-
ness spreads in the mind.
He said that Goddess
Bhagwati is worshiped in
Shri Math, she has come
from the place of Goddess
to the place of Goddess.

Chief Guest inaugu-
rates the Chowk:

The ceremony began
with the worship of Lord
Parashurama. After this,
the chief guest inaugurat-

ed Parshuram Chowk
and unveiled the idol of
Lord Parashuram in the
presence of Vipra people.
During this Shakuntala
Mangat Sahu President
Municipality, Panchu
Sahu Vice President
Municipality, Avinash
Tiwari, Rajkumar Dubey,
Yogesh Mishra
Thaneshwar Dewan,
Bharat Dewan, Jeev Dhan
Tiwari, Srijan Dewan,

Manoj Sharma, Sajni
Yadav, Shivam Tiwari,
Ankur Tiwari and
Viprajan were present. .

MLA and farmer leader
took blessings of
Shankaracharya by wor-
shiping paduka

On this occasion,
Bemetara MLA received
the blessings of family
Shankaracharya Swami
Shri 1008
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati Maharaj by
performing ‘padukapu-
jan’ on his arrival at his
residence. On this occa-
sion, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari offered
prayers to
Shankaracharya ji and
bowed to his feet. The
farmer leader said that
S w a m i
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati Maharaj is a
block scholar of Vedas
and Puranas and has al-
ways benefited from the
association of Jagatguru
Shankaracharya.

Denizens accord grand welcome to Shankaracharyaji
 On his maiden

arrival at 
Bemetara

 At the inauguration
of Parashuram
Chowk

Educational tour of water catchment committee

Raipur, Oct 29: 

With the end of Diwali
festival, the cold wave has
started increasing in the
state. On Friday, the mini-
mum temperature of
Ambikapur reached 14.3
degree Celsius. At the
same time, the minimum
temperature in Raipur
was 18.7 degrees Celsius,
which is one degree
Celsius below normal. The
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said that due
to the effect of cold waves
coming from the north,
now the cold waves will in-
crease further exacerbat-
ing the chilly conditions.
Also, the minimum tem-
perature will drop further
in the coming days.
Kawardha recorded the
highest minimum temper-
ature of 11.8 degree
Celsius. In addition to this
the cold waves has in-
creased further in the
outer areas at night.

Meteorologist HP
Chandra said that dry and
cold waves are coming in
the state from the north.
Due to this, the weather
will be dry now and the
sky will be clear. Along
with this, the minimum
temperature will further
drop in the state. With the
onset of winter, the mar-
ket of warm clothes has

started decorating in vari-
ous areas including
Pandri, Motibagh,
Santoshinagar and
Amapara. Along with this,
the stock of woolen
clothes is also coming. It is
being told that the prices
of hot clothes have in-
creased by up to 10 percent
this year as compared to
last year.

Cold wave prevails in state, min temp
reaches 11.8 degree in Kawardha

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::

Chhattisgarh Government’s
ambitious Godhan Nyay
Yojana has become a prece-
dent for the nation and the
world. Chhattisgarh’s Godhan
Nyay Yojana is being praised
as a successful and strong
scheme in the field of agricul-
ture in our country. The inces-
sant purchase of cow dung in
villages and continuous
improvement and use of
organic manure are encourag-
ing organic farming in the
state. 

The Godhan Nyaya Yojana
has achieved all the important
goals in a short time that it
had set out to achieve during
its inception. This scheme has
resulted in happiness and
prosperity in villages. 

Godhan Nyay Yojana, the
pride of Chhattisgarh, is gar-
nering praise nationwide. The
Standing Agriculture
Committee of the Parliament
has praised the scheme and
requested the implementation
of the scheme throughout the
nation. 

Under the Godhan Nyay
Yojana in the last 2 and a
quarter years, 87.28 lakh
Quintal of cow dung has been
purchased from livestock
farmers and villagers, which
is being used for the manufac-
ture of organic manure and
other items in Gauthans by
Women Self-help groups. 

So far, cow dung dealers
have received a payment of
Rs. 174.56 crores in exchange
for the purchased cow dung.
This cow dung has been used
by women self-help groups in
Gauthans to produce 24 lakh
Quintals of vermicompost,
super compost, and super
compost plus, out of which 20
lakh Quintals of compost
manure has been used by

farmers in their fields. This
has encouraged organic farm-
ing in the state.  The Godhan
Nyay Yojana started in
Chhattisgarh on 20 July 20202
on the occasion of the Hareli
festival. Under this scheme,
till March 2021, i.e. within 9
months, 45.81 lakh Quintals of
cow dung was purchased,
which was used to manufac-
ture vermicompost succes-
sively. In the year 2021-22,
21.28 lakh Quintals cow dung
was purchased in the state.
Regular monitoring of the
scheme and the portal has
resulted in the hike of regis-
tered cow dung dealers in the
state. The number of regis-
tered cow dung dealers
increased from 2,45,831 in
2020-21 to 3,12,647 in 2021-
22, thus benefitting cow dung
dealers directly. 

Regular monitoring and
supervision have led to an
increase in the number of cow
dung dealers to 2,93,496 in
the year 2022-23 and cow
dung is being purchased con-
tinuously. During the first six
months of the current year,
21.81 lakh Quintals of cow
dung have been purchased,
which is expected to double
by the end of the year. 

The officers connected to
the Godhan Nyaya Yojana
have said that the purchase of
cow dung is being carried out
with complete transparency in

the state. The facility for the
proper and secure storage of
the purchased cow dung is
also available in the
Gauthans. The news of 2 thou-
sand Quintals of cow dung
being flushed away in Bijapur
has surfaced. Along with the
regular monitoring of the
implementation of the
Godhan Nyay Yojana, com-
plaints are being resolved
promptly as well. Resolution
of complaints regarding the
scheme in Bilaspur and
Dhamtari districts has been
done. The case involving the
sale of 6400 Quintals of cow
dung by farmers owning two
bulls, purchasing cow dung
from neighboring regions, and
paying money worth lakhs
without the purchase of cow
dung is baseless. 

The officers also said that
in the year 2020-21, 1,14,603
Quintals of cow dung were
purchased in the Gariyaband
district and 77,147 Quintals of
cow dung were used to manu-
facture manure. Similarly, in
the districts, Surajpur and
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi ,
93870 and 119024 Quintals of
cow dung were purchased
respectively. In the two dis-
tricts, respectively 68,524 and
46,384 Quintals of cow dung
were used to produce manure. 

The production of vermi-
compost is a continuous
process that is influenced by
the amount of purchased cow
dung in Gauthans, the rate of
compost manufacture, and
the weather. 

So far, 138384 Quintals of
cow dung have been provided
to women self-help groups in
the Sarguja district for the
manufacture of vermicom-
post, from which 57248
Quintals of Vermicompost
have been produced, compris-
ing 48 percent. 

Bemetara, Oct 29: 

The district adminis-
tration has started prepa-
rations for the purchase
of paddy on support price
starting from November
1. On Thursday Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla
took a joint meeting of
the nodal officers of the
paddy procurement cen-
ters in connection with
the purchase of paddy in
the district panchayat
meeting room.

In the meeting, the
Collector gave necessary
instructions regarding
registration of farmers,
issue of tokens to farm-
ers, availability of gunny
bags, arrangement of
phad platform, generator,

dunnage system, tarpau-
lin to avoid rain etc. The
Collector instructed the
officers to do physical
verification of human re-
sources, hygrometer
equipment, distribution
of weight in the procure-
ment center, drinking
water power system, cap
cover etc. in the procure-
ment centres.

The Collector said that
the land for the paddy
procurement center
should not have a low pit,
in which the situation of
paddy stored in the event
of untimely rains should
not be created. It was in-
formed in the meeting
that 805 bales of PDS

gunny bags have been
sent to 70 procurement
centers and 2450 bags of
new gunny bags to 49 pro-
curement centers by the
District Marketing
Officer. At the end of
every week, on Saturday,
the procurement center
wise review of gunny
bags used in paddy pro-
curement will be done in
the coming week so that
there is no disruption in
the purchase.

The Collector asked the
Tehsildars to take regular
information about
measles, keep the list of
paddy procurement cen-
ters in his knowledge and
instructed not to procure

paddy from any govern-
ment area of the village.
He said that farmers
should not have to wan-
der for their registra-
tion, take this work on
priority. He said that the
work of buying paddy on
support price is included
in the top priority of the
government, the farmers
coming for the sale of
paddy should not face
any kind of problem.

This year a target of 7
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been set in the
district. Collector
Shukla said that for
quality procurement of
paddy, it is necessary
that the paddy should be

purchased only after
stacking it. In view of
the average number of
farmers, tokens are to be
issued in paddy pur-
chase. Keeping in view
the supply situation,
first of all, farmers will
ensure to make gunny
bags, then plastic gunny
bags, then old and new
gunny bags.

The complete conven-
ience of the farmers
should be taken care of
in the purchase of paddy.
They should feel good at
the time of selling paddy.
For the convenience of
the farmers, arrange-
ment of meeting
arrangements and
drinking water should
be made mandatory.
Paddy should not be
staked without dunnage
under any circum-
stances. Officials of
Agriculture, Co-opera-
tive, Food, Markfed,
Civil Supplies
Corporation were pres-
ent in the meeting. ,

Paddy purchased on minimum support price from Nov 1
 Paddy will be pur-

chased in 123 centers

of 102 cooperative

societies of the district 

 Collector took meeting

of nodal officers

Ch’garh govt’s Godhan Nyay
Yojana becomes a precedent

 Cow dung is being 

purchased incessantly

from cattle ranchers 

in the state

 Villagers received a medi-

um of employment and

extra wages

 Livestock rearing and

organic farming are being

encouraged in the state

Raipur, Oct 29: 

Two days workshop on
POCSO Act 2012 was con-
ducted at Shree Shankara
Sen. Sec. School on
October 28-29. Dr. Jaya
Vasudevan (Dean, UG Law,
Controller of
Examination, HNLU, Naya
Raipur ) and Ms. Parvati
Nambiar (Law Aspirant,
HNLU, Naya Raipur) were
the resource person.
Whole Staff and students
have attended the work-
shop and were guided
about it. Both the resource
person has reiterated the

importance of the role
played by educators in the
safety and security of chil-
dren. The teachers were
also made aware about the
various forms of sexual
harassment that are often
overlooked. This work-
shop also provided infor-
mation to all the teachers
and students on various
preventive steps to be un-
dertaken for identifying
signs of abuse and the rel-
evance of POCSO Act.

Resource persons havee-
ducated the participants
on the importance of
knowing these laws – The

Child Rights – Right to
Survival, Protection,
Development, and
Participation, Juvenile
Justice Act and POCSO
ACT – 2012 for prevention
of Child Sexual Abuse and
understand both psycho-
logical and legal implica-
tions of the Act. Session
was  graced by President,
Adv. B. Gopa Kumar,
Treasurer, Mr. K
Vishambharan Nair, Joint
Treasurer, Mr. Manmohan
Pillai, Principal Dr. (Mrs.)
Nitee Singh Yaduvanshi
and Vice Principal Mrs.
Ritu Choudhary.

Workshop on POCSO Act 2012
at Shree Shankara School

National Unity Day
will be celebrated
on Oct 31 October 

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  OOcctt  2299:: Under the
chairmanship of Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla, a meet-
ing of officers was organized in
connection with the organiza-
tion of National Unity
Sadbhavna Diwas in the Disha
Sabha Hall of the Collectorate
on Friday. The Collector was
informed that instructions have
been given by the government to
celebrate National Unity Day on
October 31 on the occasion of
birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. National
Unity Day will be celebrated in
the entire district.  On the occa-
sion of Sadbhavna Diwas, unity
run will be organized in urban
and rural areas at 7 am. In
Bemetara, Sadbhavna Run will
be organized from Jai Stambh
Chowk to Parshuram Chowk,
Pratap Chowk to Bharat Mata
Chowk to Jai Stambh Chowk. In
which class 9th to 12th, college
students, girl students, scout
guides, NCC, city army person-
nel, members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, local public repre-
sentatives, sarpanch, officers,
employees including panch will
be included. The Collector
instructed the concerned officer
to provide medical facilities
including cleanliness, water,
traffic and cleanliness of Jai
Stambh Chowk.



Karachi, Oct 29 (PTI):
An irate mob has lynched
two employees of a mobile
company here after ru-
mours spread that they
were kidnappers, in yet
another instance of street
crime that has now be-
come a common feature in
Pakistan’s commercial
hub.

The incident took place
on Friday afternoon in
Karachi’s Machar Colony.

According to Keamari
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Fida Hussain
Janwari, the deceased
were visiting the low-in-
come area, apparently, to
“check an antenna for sig-
nals”.

Police said they have ar-
rested two suspects who

had allegedly instigated
the mob. “We have identi-
fied eight other people and
will scan cctv cameras in
the neighbourhood and in-
terrogate witnesses to nab
the other suspects,”
Janwari said.

“As the two employees of
a cellular were seen in the
neighbourhood in their ve-
hicle, some people started
shouting and spreading
rumours that they were
kidnappers who had come
to kidnap children,” he
said.

Janwari said that the
situation in the neighbour-
hood was tense after in-
stances of children going
missing in the recent past.

According to initial in-
vestigation conducted by

the police, the mob consti-
tuted of around 500 people.

“The men had passed
away when they were
brought to the hospital as
they had extensive in-
juries and their skulls had
multiple fractures. There
were multiple bruises of
varying sizes and severity
all over the bodies and
multiple fractures in the
skull vault,” Police
Surgeon Dr Summaiya
Syed.

Syed said the post-
mortem examination of
the two mobile company
employees were complet-
ed, and they had injury
marks on their swollen
faces and bodies.

Street crimes have been
rampant in Karachi, and

in recent times, authori-
ties have tried to systemat-
ically quell this menace,
but they have met with lit-
tle or no success.

GAY PRIDE PARADE

LGBT rights activists take part in the Gay Pride Parade in Taipei on October 29.
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Islamabad, Oct 29 (PTI):

In an unusual move,
Islamabad police on
Saturday barred hotels
and guest houses in the
federal capital from pro-
viding accommodation to
the participants of the
long march led by former
Pakistan premier Imran
Khan to force the govern-
ment to announce a date
for early general elections.

The Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) has
also directed television
channels not to live tele-
cast PTI leaders’ speeches
and the long march, ac-
cording to its notification
of October 28. The
PEMRA said it was ob-
served during a speech
that “statements against

state institutions were
aired live” in violation of
the code of conduct and
court orders. It warned
that legal action, leading
to suspensions and revoca-
tion of licences, would be
initiated in case of non-
compliance.

The long march dubbed
as ‘Haqeeqi Azadi March’
began from the Liberty
Chowk area in Lahore on

late Friday afternoon and
the participants moved
slowly as his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party held power shows at
Ichhra, Mozang, Data
Sahib and Azadi Chowk
areas of Lahore. The
march stopped at Data
Darbar last night and will
resume its journey on
Saturday. It plans to travel

on the historic GT Road
and arrive in Islamabad
on November 4 to hold a
big protest rally, which
may be transformed into a
sit-in.

Khan has said no one
can stop the PTI’s long
march, adding his sup-
porters must wait for his
next decision when he
reaches Islamabad.

“As to what will happ-

when we reach Islamabad,
you have to wait as to what
I decide after reaching
Islamabad,” he told a jour-
nalist in a video tweeted
by Aaj TV. On the second
day, the convoy will march
to Kamoke via Muridke,
where the PTI chairman
was expected to address
his supporters, according
to the organisers.

Then the rally will pro-
ceed towards Gujranwala
City where Khan will ad-
dress a public gathering.

From Gujranwala, the
rally will proceed to
Sialkot via Daska and
Sambrial, and it will con-
clude at Wazirabad for an
overnight stay.

The next morning, as
per the itinerary of the
long march, the convoy

will head towards Gujarat,
the home town of Punjab
Chief Minister Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi who will
welcome it. Khan will ad-
dress a public gathering
there.

Convoys from north and
south of Punjab will also
join the long march at
Rawat in the suburbs of
Islamabad from there to

march into the capital city.
Islamabad police barred

hotels and guest houses in
the federal capital from
providing accommodation
to the participants of the
march. The directive came
with an official notifica-
tion issued by the police. It
said hotels and guest hous-
es will be checked daily.
Non-compliers will have to
face strict action.

According to Khan, 70,
the purpose of the protest
was to achieve real free-
dom by forcing the govern-
ment to announce snap
elections. He promised to
remain peaceful, and stay
away from the high-securi-
ty Red Zone housing state
buildings and embassies.
But many doubt his pro-
nouncements due to his
history of U-turns.

Islamabad police bars hotels from accommodating
participants of      Imran Khan’s long march

Manila, Oct 29 (AP):

Flash floods and land-
slides set off by torrential
rains left at least 50 people
dead, including in a hard-
hit southern Philippine
province, where as many
as 60 villagers are feared
missing and buried in a
huge mudslide laden with
rocks, trees and debris, of-
ficials said Saturday.

At least 42 people were
swept away by rampaging
floodwaters and drowned
or were hit by debris-filled
mudslides in three towns
in Maguindanao province
from Thursday night to
early Friday, said Naguib
Sinarimbo, the interior
minister for a five-
province Muslim au-
tonomous region governed
by former separatist guer-
rillas. Eight other people
died elsewhere in the coun-
try from the onslaught of
Tropical Storm Nalgae,
which slammed into the
eastern province of

Camarines Sur early
Saturday, the govern-
ment’s disaster response
agency said. But the worst
storm impact so far was a
mudslide that buried
dozens of houses with as
many as 60 people in the
tribal village of Kusiong in
Maguindanao’s Datu Odin
Sinsuat town, Sinarimbo

told The Associated Press
by telephone, citing ac-
counts from Kusiong vil-
lagers who survived the
flash flood and mudslide.
Army Lt. Col. Dennis
Almorato, who went to the
mudslide-hit community
Saturday, said the muddy
deluge buried about 60
rural houses in about 5

hectares (12 acres) section
of the community. He gave
no estimate of how many
villagers may have been
buried in the mudslide,
which he described as
“overwhelming.” At least
13 bodies, mostly of chil-
dren, were dug up Friday
and Saturday by rescuers
in Kusiong, Sinarimbo
said. “That community
will be our ground zero
today,” he said, adding that
heavy equipment and
more rescue workers had
been deployed to intensify
the search and rescue
work. “It was hit by tor-
rents of rainwater with
mud, rocks and trees that
washed out houses,”
Sinarimbo said. The
coastal village, which lies
at the foot of a mountain,
is accessible by road, al-
lowing more rescuers to be
deployed Saturday to deal
with one of the worst
weather-related disasters
to hit the country’s south
in decades, he said.

50 dead, dozens feared missing 
as storm lashes Philippines

A man walks along a flooded street in Manila on October
29, following heavy rain brought by Tropical Storm Nalgae.
Severe Tropical Storm Nalgae whipped the Philippines on
October 29 after unleashing flash floods and landslides
that officials said left at least 50 people dead.

San Francisco, Oct 29 (AP):

The husband of House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was
attacked and severely beat-
en with a hammer by an
assailant who broke into
the couple’s San Francisco
home early Friday, search-
ing for the Democratic
leader and shouting,
“Where is Nancy, where is
Nancy?”

The assault on the 82-
year-old Paul Pelosi inject-
ed new uneasiness into the
nation’s already toxic po-
litical climate, just 11 days
before the midterm elec-
tions.

It carried chilling
echoes of the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the
Capitol, when rioters
chanted menacingly for
the speaker as they ram-
paged through the halls
trying to halt certification
of Joe Biden’s victory over
Donald Trump. Speaker
Pelosi, who was in
Washington at the time of

the California attack, ar-
rived in San Francisco late
Friday and went straight
to the hospital where her
husband was being treated
for injuries.

“This was not a random
act. This was intentional.
And it’s wrong,” said San
Francisco Police Chief
William Scott. He said the
emergency 911 dispatch-
er’s intuition was “lifesav-

ing,” and the police chief
appeared to hold back
emotion as strongly reject-
ed the violence in politics.

“Our elected officials
are here to do the business
of their cities and their
counties and their states.
Their families don’t sign
up for this,” Scott said.
“Everybody should be dis-
gusted about what hap-
pened this morning.”

Forty-two-year-old David
DePape was arrested on
suspicion of attempted
murder, elder abuse and
burglary, and remained in
the hospital late Friday, po-
lice said.

Paul Pelosi underwent
surgery to repair a skull
fracture and serious in-
juries to his right arm and
hands, the speaker’s office
said. His doctors expect a
full recovery.

Biden quickly called
Speaker Pelosi with sup-
port and later delivered a
full-throated condemna-
tion of the “despicable” at-
tack that he said had no
place in America.

“There’s too much vio-
lence, political violence.
Too much hatred. Too
much vitriol,” Biden said
Friday night at a
Democratic rally in
Pennsylvania. “What
makes us think it’s not
going to corrode the politi-
cal climate? Enough is
enough is enough.”

Intruder attacks Pelosi’s husband,
calling, ‘Where is Nancy’

San Francisco police officers and F.B.I. agents gather in
front of the home of U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi (D-CA)  in San Francisco, California. Paul Pelosi, the
husband of U.S. Speaker of the house Nancy Pelosi, was
violently attacked in their home by an intruder.

Washington, Oct 29 (PTI):

Researchers have iden-
tified in humans a pan-
variant neutralising anti-
body, named S2X324,
whose neutralizing poten-
cy was largely unaffected
by any of the Omicron
strains of the coron-
avirus, according to a
study.

The scientists show that
this monoclonal antibody
prevents binding to the re-
ceptor on host cells that
the pandemic coronavirus
usually commandeers.

They also suggested
that combining this anti-
body with others in a
cocktail might reduce the
chances of the virus be-
coming antibody treat-
ment resistant. The inter-
national team from

University of Washington
and Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, and
Humabs BioMed SA of
Vir Biotechnology in
Switzerland looked at sev-
eral aspects of the effects
of exposure to earlier
forms of the SARS-CoV-2
spike antigen or immune-
provoking protein — on
the immune system’s re-
action to the Omicron
variants. Their findings
have been published in
the journal Science.

Omicron variants of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus ap-
peared at the end of 2021
and have marked genetic
differences from the an-
cestral SARS-CoV-2. The
many, distinct mutations
in their infection machin-
ery have enabled them to
escape from antibodies

elicited from the original
series of vaccines, from a
history of infection, or
from both of those two im-
mune-system training
events.

Past studies from the
same team, according to
the study, have noted that
the BA.1 Omicron variant
emerged as a “major anti-
genic shift due to the un-
precedented magnitude of
immune evasion associat-
ed with this variant of
concern”.

They explained that
mutations in two of the
main antibody targets in
the virus explain why
there is a markedly re-
duced antibody neutraliz-
ing ability against these
variants, especially in
people who have not re-
ceived booster doses.

Scientists identify in humans neutralising
antibody to Omicron variants

New York, Oct 29 (PTI):

Twitter’s new owner bil-
lionaire Elon Musk has
said the social media com-
pany will form a “content
moderation council” and
any major content deci-
sions or account reinstate-
ments will happen after
such a body has convened.

Musk’s comments came
a day after he completed
the USD 44 billion acquisi-
tion of the social media
giant. “Twitter will be
forming a content modera-
tion council with widely
diverse viewpoints. No
major content decisions or
account reinstatements
will happen before that
council convenes,” Musk,
51, tweeted on Friday.

“To be super clear, we
have not yet made any
changes to Twitter’s con-
tent moderation policies,”
he added. Musk has not
yet offered details about

how his content modera-
tion council will work.

Twitter CEO Parag
Agrawal, legal executive
Vijaya Gadde, Chief
Financial Officer Ned
Segal and General
Counsel Sean Edgett were
ousted as Musk’s acquisi-
tion was completed.

Within hours of taking
over the reins at Twitter,
the Tesla CEO posted a se-
ries of tweets. “The bird is
freed”, “Spoiler Alert. Let
the good times roll”,
“Living the Dream.

Comedy is now legal on
Twitter”. After initially
agreeing to buy the com-
pany in April, Musk spent
months attempting to get
out of the deal, first citing
concerns about the num-
ber of bots on the platform
and later allegations
raised by a company
whistleblower.

Agrawal, 38, was ap-
pointed Twitter CEO in
November last year after
the social media site’s co-
founder Jack Dorsey had
stepped down.

Elon Musk says Twitter will form
‘content moderation council’

Two mobile company employees
lynched in Pakistan’s Karachi city

Pakistan: Oldest 
prisoner freed from

Guantanamo, 
back home

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  OOcctt  2299  ((AAPP))::  A 74-
year-old from Pakistan who
was the oldest prisoner at the
Guantanamo Bay detention
centre was released and
returned to Pakistan on
Saturday, the foreign ministry
in Islamabad said. Saifullah
Paracha was reunited with his
family after more than 17 years
in custody in the US base in
Cuba, the ministry added.
Paracha had been held on sus-
picion of ties to al-Qaida since
2003, but was never charged
with a crime. Last year in May,
he was notified that he had
been been approved for
release. He was cleared by the
prisoner review board, along
with two other men in
November 2020. As is custom-
ary, the notification did not pro-
vide detailed reasoning for the
decision and concluded only
that Paracha is “not a continu-
ing threat” to the United States,
according to Shelby Sullivan-
Bennis, who represented him at
his hearing at the time.
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Equal pay for men
and women

Happy to hear the Indian
women's cricketers will now re-
ceive Rs 15 lakh per Test, Rs 6
lakh per ODI, and Rs 3 lakh per
T20I, the same as their male
counterparts. They deserve it
because Indian women have
had significant success in re-
cent months. They followed
their silver-medal finish at the
2022 Commonwealth Games in
August with a record 3-0 ODI se-
ries sweep of England in
England in September. In
October, India beat Sri Lanka to
clinch a record seventh Asia
Cup crown in Bangladesh.
Hence BCCI’s decision is a sig-
nificant step forward for
women's cricket and the game
overall. Particularly when the
women cricketers do not get
revenue on par (the tickets are
not sold at equal rate, the spon-
sorship rates are not equal) with
men it is correct to encourage
women with more fee as this
would attract more and more
women to play cricket which
would definitely increase the
standard in the long run. So,
paying the same match fee for
the women's team is a tricky
good step ahead.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Stop animal violence
Isolation chambers, restraint

chairs, and guillotines are some
of the horrifying torture meth-
ods that one can't imagine being
used on a dog, a cat, cows, buf-
faloes, sheep, goats,ducks,hens,
monkey, donkeys or another
sensitive animal for so called ex-
perimental research. It sounds
like something out of the Middle
Ages. The majority of public and
private laboratories currently
subject cats, dogs, monkeys,
cows, buffaloes, and other indi-
viduals to painful procedures.
However, these are tools found
in the torture chambers of mod-
ern animal experimenters. For
instance, stereotaxic devices are
steel, vice-like machines used to
confine animals by the head,
often while they're fully con-
scious, are some of the tech-
niques experimenters employ to
torture the weak animals. Cows,
buffaloes,donkeys etc are fre-
quently held in abnormal posi-
tions for long periods of time in
restraint chairs. Their waists
and necks are cinched, inflicting
excruciating pain.Metal rods
called cranial implants are in-
serted into the heads of sheep,
goats, monkeys, dogs, cats and
other animals to further man-
age their suffering. Animals that
are completely conscious may
have gavage tubes are thick
plastic tubes forced down their
throats and up their nostrils to
administer drugs. Animals are
compelled onto tiny, electric de-
vices known as shock plates.
They are repeatedly shocked
after which, in primitive tests
that might persist for days or
even weeks, they may experi-
ence feelings of helplessness,
dread, and depression. As a re-
sult, our legislation or judiciary
must take action immediately to
demote animal torture devices
in order to keep these defence-
less animals out of the annals of
history. Science is not a place
for violence.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr
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Agra: Visitors at the crowded Taj Mahal in Agra, Saturday, Oct. 29.

CROWD AT TAJ MAHAL

R
ising inflation, price rise and unemployment have hit hard many
countries of the world, bringing in their wake economic crises they

have had never faced before. United Kingdom's economy has been devas-
tated and it brought down the government headed by Liz Truss within a
short span. Several countries of Europe are reeling under the impact of eco-
nomic crises. Powerful countries like USA are no exception. The Covid pan-
demic that literally hit the economies of many countries so badly for two
years does not seem to have gone away. The Russia-Ukraine war that shows
no signs of abating and threatening to snowball into World War-III has
added to the litany of woes - political and economic instability. Against this
gloomy global scenario, India's economy has maintained comparative sta-
bility, though the cascading effect of inflation and the war in Ukraine has
been felt with rise in prices of essentials, cooking gas, adding to rise in cost
of living. The resilience of India's economy has to be acknowledged given
the fact that the crises seen world over have not impacted our economy the
way it should have, thanks to the slew of economic reforms, fiscal manage-
ment and discipline taken by the Modi Government at the Centre that have
insulated our economy from further external shocks. The monthly economic
review for September that came out with interesting facts at the half-way
mark of 2023 financial year is a pointer to the fact that though India has
emerged as one of the 'bright spots in an otherwise gloomy global scenario'.
The economy faces newer challenges against a soaring dollar and sliding
rupee, higher interest rates, and external financing. Treading cautiously, the
Ministry of Finance made an optimistic assessment at the mid-way mark of
FY23, called on the country's fiscal and monetary authorities to remain
watchful as 'dark clouds of recession gather'. The report states, "The glob-
alized nature of India's economy portends that even as inflationary pres-
sures abate, another challenge to macroeconomic stability will rear its head
in the form of external sector pressures." The US Federal Reserve's aggres-
sive fight against inflation, thereby signalling further interest rate hikes,
may lower capital inflows, increase pressure on the rupee to depreciate, and
make imports of essential commodities costlier. It is to be noted that an un-
favourable global economic outlook is bound to moderate the growth of ex-
ports, thus affecting the country's trade balance. Hemmed in by the chal-
lenges confronting the country even as inflationary pressures abate, comes
in the Reserve Bank of India's latest weekly report that showed foreign ex-
change reserves at $528 billion, down from over $642 billion at the end of
October last year. Amid all this, the Finance Ministry's report has a silver lin-
ing. The report said the country should be able to ward off the challenges
and keep the economy growing steadily, banking on the strengths of some
key sectors. "The one big strength that India has compared to other coun-
tries is the strength of its balance sheet in the household, corporate, and
banking sectors," said the report, estimating India's medium-term growth
at 6. It must be admitted that the stability the country imparts in these tur-
bulent times is noteworthy. And here the RBI and the Government have the
wherewithal to steer the economic ship through choppy waters and keep
the economy growing at a steady pace. With the expected real economic
growth of 6.8 for the country in 2022-2023 the second highest in G20 and at
6.1 for 2023-2024, the highest in G20, India is poised to be one of the fastest
growing economies this year, helped by both Government and private capi-
tal investment. Even as International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
have lowered India's GDP forecasts this year to 6.8 from 7.4% and to 6.5%
from 7.5%, respectively, they have acknowledged India's strength. The
World Bank has stated that India is not as vulnerable to the global economic
downturn as other regional economies. IMF has pointed out that India is set
to become the world's third largest economy by 2028, with a GDP of around
$5.36 trillion, overtaking Japan. The projections estimate that India will
catch up with Germany by 2026. The country surpassed UK (economically in
the red) in the last quarter to claim the 5th position in the world's largest
economies. Moreover, the global developments in recent times have further
bolstered the relative attractiveness of India as an investment destination.
Be that as it may, India that has withstood several litmus tests and is rela-
tively better placed than major economies, after at least half a decade of fi-
nancial stress followed by the pandemic, will be able to ward off the exter-
nal conditions as is inherent in the strong fundamentals of the economy, to
sustain a growth rate of 6-7% even in a worst-case scenario.

Chhath festival is celebrated im-
mediately after celebrating Diwali
on the new moon of Kartik month.
This festival is celebrated twice a
year. First time in Chaitra month
and second time in Kartik month.
The Chhath festival celebrated on
Chaitra Shukla Paksha Shashti is
called Chaiti Chhath and the festi-
val celebrated on Kartik Shukla
Paksha Shashthi is called Kartik
Chhath. This festival is celebrated
for family happiness and prosperity
and to get desired results. There is
a tradition of singing folk songs
during Chhath festival, for exam-
ple, while making prasad, during
Kharna, while going for offering
Arghya, at the time of offering
Arghya and while returning home
from Ghat. This year i.e., in the year
2022, the first day of Chhath
Nahay-Khai was on 28 October
(Friday), whereas Kharna was on
29 October (Saturday). Arghya will
be given to the Astachalgami Sun
on 30 October (Sunday) and
Arghya will be given to the rising
Sun on 31 October (Monday). The
fourth day of this Mahaparva is the
most special and on this day this
Mahavrat ends. This festival is cele-
brated with pomp for four days.
This festival starts from the third
day of Bhaiya Dooj.

In this festival, first the house is
cleaned and made holy.
Thereafter, the Chhath Vrat starts
with the fast by taking a holy bath
and eating pure vegetarian food.
Pumpkin-lentil of gram and rice
are taken as food. On the second
day of Kartik Shukla Panchami, the
fasting devotees take food in the
evening after fasting for the whole
day. It is called 'Kharna'.

Invitations are sent to friends,
neighbours, and relatives to re-
ceive the prasad of Kharna. As
prasad, rice kheer, rice pitha and
roti made in sugarcane juice and
milk are prepared. Both sides of
the roti are greased with ghee. No

salt or sugar is used in it. During
this, special care is taken of the
cleanliness of the whole house.
Chhath Prasad is made on the third
day of Kartik Shukla Shashthi.

In the form of prasad, thekua,
which is also called tikri in some
areas of Bihar, apart from rice lad-
dus, also known as ladua, are
made. Apart from this, sugar-made
batases, molds made of sugar,
fruits, sugarcane etc. are also in-
cluded as Chhath Prasad. In the
evening, Arghya soup is decorated
in a bamboo basket and the vrati’s
family and all the people of the
neighbourhood start to go towards
the Ghat to offer Arghya to the set-
ting sun. All Chhathvrati gather on
the banks of the pond or river and
perform Arghya donation collec-
tively. Now people also offer

Ardhya to the Sun by making a
hauda (place to keep water) in the
house Angan or on the top of house
or top of the apartment. Water and
milk are offered to the Sun and
Chhathi Maiya is worshiped with a
soup filled with prasad. Arghya is
offered to the rising sun on the
morning of Kartik Shukla on the
fourth day. The devotees gather
again at the place where they had
offered Arghya in the evening of
the third day. Again, the evening
process is repeated. In the end, the
Vratis complete the fast by drinking
raw milk or sarbat and eating
prasad.

Even in today's modern times,
Chhath fast remains synonymous
with hard penance. Earlier, women
who wished for a son and for the

well-being of the son generally
used to keep this fast, because it
was believed that women who ob-
serve the fast of Chhath festival get
the son. However, in the changing
environment, this festival is done
for the fulfilment of any wish. Now
even men do this fast with full de-
votion for the fulfilment of any
wish.

A woman observing a fast is also
called Parvaitin. In this fast of four
days, the fasting has to be done
continuously. Along with food, a
pleasant bed is also sacrificed. In
the room made for the festival, the
devotees spend the night on the
floor with the help of a simple
sheet. In this festival, the devotees
wear such clothes, which do not
have any kind of sewing. Women
perform Chhath by wearing saris

and men wearing dhoti. Usually
after starting the Chhath festival, it
has to be done every year until the
next generation of married women
or men are ready to do it. This fes-
tival is not done when someone
dies in the house.

There are many mythological
and folk tales presenting the tradi-
tion and importance of Chhath
Puja. According to a belief, Lord
Rama and Mother Sita fasted on
Kartik Shukla Shashthi on the day
of the establishment of Ram Rajya
after the Lanka conquest and wor-
shiped the Sun God. On Saptami,
the rituals were performed again at
sunrise and received blessings
from the Sun God. According to an-
other belief, Chhath festival started
in the Mahabharata period. First of
all, Surya's son Karna started wor-
shiping the Sun God. Karna was an
ardent devotee of Lord Surya. He
used to offer Arghya to the sun by
standing in water for hours every
day. It was by the grace of the sun
that he became a great warrior.
Even today this method of offering
Arghya is prevalent in Chhath.

Some stories also mention the
worship of the Sun by Draupadi,
the wife of the Pandavas. She used
to pray for the good health of her
family and regularly do Surya Puja
for her long life. According to a leg-
end, King Priyavad did not have
any children, then Maharishi
Kashyap performed Putreshti
Yagya. Due to effect of Putreshti
Yagya, he had a son, but he was
born dead. Priyavad went to the
crematorium with his son and the
son started sacrificing his life in
separation. At the same time God's
Manas Kanya Devasena appeared
and said that I am called Shashthi
because of being born from the
sixth part of the original nature of
the universe. Rajan, you worship
me and inspire other people too.
The king fasted on Goddess
Shashthi with the desire of a son,
and he got the son. This puja was
done on Kartik Shukla Shashthi.

((MMrr..  SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  aa  SSeenniioorr
CCoolluummnniisstt..  HHee  ccaann  bbee  rreeaacchheedd  bbyy

ssaattiisshh55224499@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  &&  CCeellll
NNoo..88229944558866889922))

Gareth Dorrian

A ll stars, including the
Sun, have a finite life-

time. Stars shine by the process
of nuclear fusion in which
lighter atoms, such as hydrogen,
fuse together to create heavier
ones. This process releases vast
quantities of energy which
counteracts the ever-present in-
ward pull of the star's gravity.
Ultimately, fusion helps stars to
resist gravitational collapse.
This balance of forces is called
"hydrostatic equilibrium".
However, there will come a time
when the supply of fuel in the
core of a star starts to run out
and it eventually dies.

Stars with more than about
eight times the mass of the Sun
will typically burn through their
fuel in less than 100 million
years. Once fusion ceases, the
star collapses generating a mas-
sive instantaneous final burst of
nuclear fusion which causes the

star to explode as a supernova.
Supernovas release enough en-
ergy to outshine the entire
galaxy in which they occur.
What's left afterwards are col-
lapsed, dead stellar cores called
neutron stars or, if the progeni-
tor star was massive enough, a
black hole. Any planets orbiting
a star when it goes supernova
would be obliterated.
Mysteriously though, a handful
of "zombie planets" have been
detected orbiting neutron stars.
And they are some of the weird-
est worlds in the cosmos.
Neutron stars are extremely
dense, containing as much mass
as the Sun squashed into a
sphere only a few miles across.
Some neutron stars emit beams
of radio waves into space and it
is around these "pulsar" stars
that planets have been found.

PPhhoobbeettoorr,,  DDrraauuggrr  aanndd
PPoolltteerrggeeiisstt

Some 2,300 light years from
Earth lies the pulsar PSR

B1257+12. It flashes 161 times
per second and has been nick-
named "Lich" after an undead
creature in western folklore. It is
orbited by three rocky, terrestri-
al planets named Phobetor,
Draugr and Poltergeist. These
planets hold a special place in
the history of astronomy, as
they were the first beyond our
Solar System (exoplanets) to be
discovered back in 1991. A few
years ago, Nasa released this
"zombie worlds" poster of them:

Their discovery challenged
ideas about planetary forma-
tion, which normally takes place
as a new star forms. In contrast,
these planets must have formed
after the dying star's supernova.
It is not yet known with certain-
ty how this happened. Material
in a disk of debris orbiting the
pulsar may have coalesced into
planets after the supernova.
Draugr, named after an undead
creature in Norse mythology, is
the innermost of the three. It

has about twice the mass of the
Moon and is the least-massive
planet currently known, orbiting
Lich every 25 days. Its larger
cousins, Poltergeist and
Phobetor, orbit every 67 and 98
days respectively, and are each
about four times the mass of
Earth. Pulsars have powerful
magnetic fields which may
allow electric currents to arc
through space between the pul-
sar and an orbiting planet. 

So if any of these planets
have atmospheres, they might
constantly be bathed in the un-
earthly light of powerful aurora
(similar to our northern lights).
If you were to stand on the sur-
face of one of these zombie
worlds, you would see, through
the powerful hue of the aurora,
the incandescent Lich in the
sky projecting two powerful
and tightly confined beams of
light outwards in opposite di-
rections into the blackness of
space.

DDiiaammoonndd  wwoorrlldd
Planet PSR J1719-1438b or-

bits a pulsar some 4,000 light
years away, hurtling around its
host in just over two hours. It is
the densest planet yet discov-
ered so dense, in fact, that it is
thought to be composed largely
of diamond. 

This "diamond world" is the
remnant core of a dead star
called a white dwarf. These are
known to have a high carbon
content (diamond is made of
carbon) but this particular
white dwarf has lost 99.9 per
cent of its original mass, con-
sumed by the powerful gravity
of its nearby host pulsar. This
sphere of diamond is about half
the size of Jupiter, and orbits
PSR J1719-1438 at a distance of
600,000km (just 1.5 times fur-
ther away than our Moon is
from Earth). At such a close dis-
tance from its host pulsar, it is
likely that this world has a very
hot surface.

Zombie worlds: Five spooky planets orbiting dead stars
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Kajal Chatterjee

T he very set of "nationalists" who can't tolerate the possibility of any
"European"/ "Italian" bagging the post of Prime minister in India

amusingly seem to touch the sky in delight and "pride" if any ethnic "Indian"
(might be of mixed parentage also) goes all the way up to don high/ highest
political chair in Europe/UK/USA. Interprepreting the announcement of Rishi
Sunak as the Prime minister of UK as "triumph of an Indian", by the "nation-
alist" section of Indian public and media, is bizarre to say the least. The same
ridiculous euphoria got witnessed when Kamala Harris got elected to the US
Vice-presidential chair. Yes, at the end of the day, the fact remains that just
like Harris, Sunak is also not an Indian citizen. In contrast, actual Indians are
the much-humiliated mother-son duo of Sonia and Rahul Gandhi,  the creden-
tial of whom as full-fledged citizens of this country are not an iota lesser than
say Amit Shah, Yogi Adityanath or any hardcore HIndutva leader/Bhakt. The
moral democratic legal right of "foreigner" Sonia Gandhi to sit on the Prime
ministerial Chair of India is again not an iota lesser than "son of the soil"
Narendra Modi. Yet how "amusingly" on the one hand, our own citizens get
racially taunted as "Italian /half-Italian" and their credibility to don the Prime
ministerial Chair gets questioned; while on the other, "proud" Indians prefer
to go gaga over the accession of British Sunak or American Harris to high or
highest Chairs in their respective countries of birth/citizenship! What a gem
of blatant hypocrisy and staunch racism. Without casting minimum asper-
sions upon the quality or efficiency of Rishi Sunak, the ultimate truth also re-
quires to be acknowledged that the South Asians or ethnic /religious minori-
ties can go way up to the top in UK/USA just because the British/Americans
are liberal enough to offer fertile ground and opportunities to all for prosperi-
ty and growth with due honour to persons of quality without taking into con-
sideration whether the person is British/ American/ Indian/ English/ Punjabi/
European/Asian/Hindu/ Muslim/Christian/White/Black etc.   In contrast,
apart from the blatant racist attitude towards the "Italians" in India; it is even
get heard (thanks to the "nationalists") in alarming tone that one day "a
Muslim will become the Indian Prime minister" (as if those who profess Islam
do not form part of India or are not Indian citizens). Even the Chief ministers
of various Indian states get determined on the basis of sheer caste identity
(Vokkaliga/Lingayat, Jat/Gujjar, Maratha/Brahmin/Dalit, Yadav/Rajput, Patel
/Kshatriya).  And this hard reality in India(divided in thousands of divisive
identities based on language religion caste race) repeatedly proves how liber-
al and neutral Britain/USA is. There one and only quality of the concerned in-
dividual gets acknowledged, not his/her demographic equation. Had Britain
also walked on racist path akin to many Asian/African nations; the ethnic/reli-
gious /coloured minorities couldn't have settled there in the first place,  don-
ning highest Chair beyond all limits of imagination.  Instead of beating the
bankrupt trumpet of "Indian pride" revolving British Rishi Sunak, "national-
ist" Indians should engage in a sincere introspection and try to clean up their
own backyard first and perceive each and every Indian citizen as fellow
Indians only. Also India should learn to draw few lessons from the leaf of
Britain/US how to embrace people from all around the globe (specially the
persecuted refugees) irrespective of their race religion colour. The "national-
ist" flag-bearers who zealously utter "India is not Dharmshala" in shrillest
voice possible to keep the hapless persecuted Rohingyas at bay should adopt
the British mindset which had enabled the ancestors of Rishi Sunak(displaced
from Africa) to settle in Britain with absolute equal rights and honour as enti-
tled to indigenous people of White Christian English stock. 

Draw Inspiration 
from the British

Chhath, a festival of faith and enthusiasm

India's economy resilient
to ward off global turmoil

SATISH SINGH
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Industrial visit

Srinagar: The Union
government is com-
mitted to providing an
atmosphere which is
congenial for entre-
preneurship, Union
Minister of State for
Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma
said. During his visit
to Industrial Growth
Centre Lassipora,
Pulwama, Verma said
that the ease of doing
business policy of the
government has led to
flourishing of indus-
try and entrepreneur-
ship. The minister
had gone to the IGC to
review the industrial
scenario there. He was
accompanied by
Deputy
Commissioner,
Pulwama, Baseer-ul-
Haq Chaudhary and
SSP, Pulwama
Ghulam Jeelani.

Steel output
Surat: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said
India has set a target
to double the crude
steel production ca-
pacity from 154 mil-
lion tonnes per
annum now to 300 mil-
lion tonnes per
annum in the next 9 to
10 years in an order to
boost indigenous ca-
pabilities. In his virtu-
al address as the chief
guest at the "bhoomi
pujan" of expansion of
ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India's flagship
plant at Hazira in
Gujarat's Surat dis-
trict, Modi said in the
past, India had to im-
port high grade steel
for the defence sector,
but scenario has
changed now. Now,
however, steel used in
making 'INS Vikrant'
(first indigenous air-
craft carrier) was
made in India, said
the prime minister.

Defence 
manufacturing 

Bhubaneswar:
Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik has suggested
to Larsen and Toubro
(L&T) to set-up units
in aerospace and de-
fence manufacturing
and green hydrogen
sectors in the state.
Patnaik made several
suggestions when
L&T's CEO & MD SN
Subramaniyan called
him here. "As the L&T
has an eminent pres-
ence in Odisha, the
company may explore
an option to set-up
units in aerospace and
defence manufactur-
ing and green hydro-
gen sectors," Patnaik
told Subramaniyam.
The chief minister
also told the L&T CEO
that it may explore op-
portunities to develop
common industrial fa-
cilities such as water
and effluent treatment
plant for upcoming in-
dustrial hubs such as
Paradip, Gopalpur,
and Dhamra. In the
minerals and metals
sector, Patnaik said
the metallurgical and
material handling
arm of L&T can also
set up office in
Bhubaneswar.

IPO ANNOUNCEMENT

Chairman & Managing Director of Medanta Naresh Trehan addresses media during
the announcement of the IPO of Global Health Limited (Medanta), in Mumbai.

Kakinada (AP), Oct 29: 

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked States to adopt a
multi-modal approach and
ensure logistics did not be-
come a burden on ex-
porters. She said the PM
Gati Shakti was a beauti-
ful protocol with which a
synergy could be brought
in.

Delivering the inaugu-
ral address after inaugu-
rating the third campus of
the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade in
Kakinada, Sitharaman re-
ferred to 'One District-One
Product' and 'Vocal for
Local', initiatives, aimed at
promoting local products
and creating their export
markets. She said the
Commerce Ministry was

working on getting an ex-
port policy that would help
the exporters by giving
them incentives and pro-
moting many things.

"There's a repetitive and
very relevant line that the
Commerce Minister refers
to We can't be exporting
taxes.' We also should
identify ways in which
those taxes whether
Centre, State or local that
are on these products
should be removed so that

we don't burden their ex-
porters," the Finance
Minister said.

The governments did
not get much revenue
from those products but
burdened the exporters
nevertheless, she noted.
She said the growing cost
of electricity and logistics
was also affecting the ex-
ports. "With better roads
and ports coming elec-
tronic facilitation for the
customs operations com-
ing surely, the logistics ele-
ment is being addressed
little by little. State gov-
ernments should also
spend some time to see
that logistics doesn't be-
come a burden on ex-
porters," Sitharaman said.

The Finance Minister
referred to the Prime
Minister's suggestion that

States should open export
promotion offices in
Indian embassies abroad.
"If you have the capacity
to tell the kind of things
you produce that are inter-
national class our em-
bassies are the place
where you should be and
target the markets there.
Some of our States are the
size of some European
countries. We have the ca-
pacity even as a district to
capture the market out-
side," she said. "The 'One
District-One Product' is an
attempt to identify such
products in each district
that have a natural capaci-
ty, organic capacity. And
'Vocal for Local.' Those are
the kind of products that
capture international
imagination and need to
be supported," she added.

FM asks States to ease logistics
burden on exporters Mumbai, Oct 29: 

Union Minister, Nitin
Gadkari has sought invest-
ments from the Tata
Group in and around
Nagpur, citing strengths
like infrastructure, land
availability and connectiv-
ity in his home city. In a
letter to Tata Sons,
Chairman, N
Chandrasekaran on
October 7, Gadkari, who
handles the road transport
and highways portfolio,
said group companies en-
gaged in businesses like
steel, auto, consumer prod-
ucts, IT services and avia-
tion can choose to invest in
Nagpur. The letter shared
with the media on
Saturday comes amid
Maharashtra losing sever-
al big-ticket projects to
neighbouring Gujarat,
like the over Rs 1.5 lakh
crore investment from
Foxconn-Vedanta on chip

manufacturing and the Rs
22,000 crore aircraft manu-
facturing project where
the Tata Group has tied up
with Airbus.

At a recent event,
Chandrasekaran had said
the Tata Group is explor-
ing investments in elec-
tronics, renewable energy,
electric vehicles and other
modern sectors, and is en-
gaged with the newly
formed state government
under Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde for the
same. In the letter,
Gadkari said there are
over 3,000 acres of land in
the Multi-modal interna-

tional Hub Airport at
Nagpur (MIHAN) SEZ and
non-SEZ area, and added
that already a lot of com-
panies have set base in the
vicinity. "All Tata Group
companies like Tata Steel,
Tata Motors, Tata
Consumer Products,
Voltas, Titan Industries,
Big Basket may enjoy the
strengths of Nagpur like
overnight connectivity
with 350 districts of six
states, lower rates of land,
manpower and warehous-
ing," the minister said in
the letter. Underlining that
the group companies have
already been present in
central India's Nagpur for
over a century, Gadkari
told Chandrasekaran that
the Tata Group's airline
ventures Air India,
Vistara and AirAsia India
can cut costs by making
Nagpur as a hub of their
operations and choosing to
park aircraft at night.

Gadkari pitches for investments
from Tata Group in Nagpur

Hyderabad, Oct 28: 

The country needs 108 million
tonnes of foodgrains every
year to support 80 crore poor
people who get 10 kg of rice
or wheat every month, under
the Prime Minister Garib
Kalyan Yojana, said Union Food
Minister Piyush Goyal.
In an interactive session at the
Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Goyal said there is a
fear that production of food-
grains may drop in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, though it is
not confirmed yet due to
untimely rain.
The Minister said 80 crore
people were already getting
food security with foodgrains
(of) about 5 kg per person or
35 kg for the very poor
Antyodaya families and under
the Prime Minister Garib
Kalyan Yojana, the quota was
doubled with an additional 5
kg. " I need 40 lakh tonnes
every month for additional
foodgrains. We already need

50 lakh tonnes in addition to
that. So that means 90 lakh
tonnes of food grains -wheat
and rice every month we
require. So, in a year, it
becomes 1080 lakh tonnes.
Poor people almost get it
free," he said. He said until
last month, India encouraged
export of the commodity. But
as the whole world today is in
crisis, the government has to
ensure food security for the
people, Goyal said justifying
the 20 per cent levy on rice
exports. According to him,
prices of rice have remained
stable and, therefore, the gov-
ernment did not stop the
exports of the foodgrain.

India needs 108 mn ton of 
foodgrains a year to be distributed

to the poor: Piyush Goyal

Jodhpur, Oct 29: 

Ombudsmen and the
regulated entities need to
identify the root causes of
persisting customer com-
plaints and take necessary
systemic measures to cor-
rect them, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. Speaking at the annu-
al conference of RBI om-
budsmen, Das said the res-
olution of customer com-
plaints by the regulated en-
tities (REs) and the RBI
ombudsmen have to be fair
and quick. "Even as the fi-
nancial landscape evolves
and transforms, the under-
lying principles for good
customer service and cus-
tomer protection namely,
transparency, fair pricing,
honest dealings, responsi-
ble business conduct, pro-
tection of consumer data
and privacy, etc continue to
be relevant. Together, we
can all make a difference

to the customers," he said.
Observing that the om-
budsman can bring about
far-reaching and meaning-
ful changes in enhancing
customer experience, he
said, it also demands ex-
ceptional vigilance and
preparedness on their part
to identify speedily the
causes of concern, novel
modus operandi of frauds
and address the issues.

"We also need to strive
harder to further reduce
turnaround times (TATs)
without compromising on
the quality of our resolu-

tion. There needs to be a
proper and deep evalua-
tion of the facts and evi-
dence of a case to ensure a
fair settlement. While we
encourage our regulated
entities to excel, we too
must match their efforts
and ensure timely and just
resolution," he said.
Banking ombudsman is a
quasi judicial authority
functioning under the
Banking Ombudsman
Scheme, 2006. The authori-
ty was created to enable
resolution of complaints of
customers of banks relat-
ing to services rendered by
the lenders. Noting that
while the pandemic has
left behind several scars,
there are some silver lin-
ings. In particular, he said,
the pandemic has acceler-
ated the push towards digi-
talisation and catalysed
the ongoing technology
driven transformation of
financial services.

Ombudsmen must take action 
to eliminate root causes of

customers’ complaints: RBI governor
New Delhi, Oct 29: 

The government  notified
rules under which it will set
up appellate panels to re-
dress grievances that users
may have against decisions
of social media platforms
like Twitter and Facebook
on hosting contentious con-
tent. The three-member
Grievance Appellate
Committee(s) will be set in
three months, a gazette no-
tification issued by MeitY
(Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology) said. The gov-
ernment has, in the new
rules, added objectionable
religious content (with in-
tent to incite violence)
alongside pornography,
trademark infringements,
fake information and some-
thing that could be a threat
to sovereignty of the nation
that users can flag to social
media platforms. Their de-
cisions on such flaggings

can be challenged in the
grievance committees.

While big tech companies
had been advocating self-
regulation, the government
seems to have taken a view
that users' concerns about
content on social media
platforms need to be ad-
dressed by a grievance ap-
pellate body. The govern-
ment had, in February 2021,
notified IT rules that pro-
vided for social media plat-
forms to appoint a griev-
ance officer. Users at the
first stage flag complaints
against content or another
user, to the grievance offi-
cer. The rules have now
been amended through the
Friday's notification to
strengthen grievance re-
dressal mechanism. The
amendments provide for so-
cial media platforms to ac-
knowledge user complaints
within 24 hours, and re-
solve them within 15 days
thereafter.

Govt notifies rules for
social media grievance
appellate committees

Mumbai/New Delhi, Oct 29: 

Diwali comes with the aura of
colourful diyas& fairy lights,
vibrant rangolis, mommy
made diwali sweets, and the
happy vibes with family. Now,
amongst all this imagine the
soothing fragrance of nature
geranium, alluring kesar rose
fragrance or traditional diwali-
special sandal warming up the
ambience of your home. Zed
Black Agarbatti, from the
house of Mysore Deep
Perfumery House is adding a
pinch of happiness into your
homes with its latest aro-
matherapy range of incense
sticks and reversedhoop cones
infused with organic herbs
with the brand 'Iksha' and
'Backflow Dhoop Cones'

respectively.  Dating back to
ancient Greeks and Egyptians,
aroma essential oil has been
used for both religious and
therapeutic purposes, this
diwali bring home happiness
and elevate the ambience with
these perfect, budget-friendly
aromatherapy incense variants
made for the Indian con-
sumers from Zed Black.
"'Iksha means 'sight' and we
wanted Iksha to be a sight
that reflected inwards, a
place where people could
gain a deeper understanding
of themselves and gain peace
and self-awareness through
aromatherapy. We have
launched Iksha in three mes-
merising variants, Purple
Star, Kesar Rose and
Nature's Geranium.

Geranium, infact is a very
popular export product due
to its floral accent that helps
to uplift the mood and create
calmness. This Diwali for
agarbatti and dhoopbatti, the
market sentiment looks quite
promising and the industry
will grow at 7 to 8 per cent.
The launch of the latest series
is in line with company’s
focus on accelerating innova-
tion as one of the largest
retailers and manufacturers of
incense sticks & prayer essen-
tials with multiple offerings,
strengthening our puja sama-
gri portfolio, and expanding
our presence across all forms
of retail market", shared Ankit
Agrawal, Director, Mysore
Deep Perfumery House & Zed
Black.

Zed Black brings soothing aromatherapy
incense sticks for the Indian market

Hazira, Oct 29: 

ArcelorMittal's arm
AMNS India will invest Rs
60,000 crore to scale up ca-
pacity of its steel plant
here to 15 million tonnes
(MT), the company's chair-
man Aditya Mittal said.

The existing capacity of
the plant is 9 MT. "We will
invest Rs 60,000 crore to in-
crease capacity of our
plant to 15 MT," Mittal said
after performing the
"Bhoomi Pujan" at the
plant, which marked the
start of the expansion
project. The investment
will also be for installation
of new steel making tech-
nologies, setting up new-

age machineries and in-
crease product mix, he
said. Mittal said a round-
the-clock renewable ener-
gy source will also be set
up to supply green energy
to the plant. The invest-
ment will create over
60,000 job opportunities
across the country in vari-
ous verticals of the compa-
ny, the chairman said.
Mittal is also the CEO of
parent company
ArcelorMittal which holds
60 per cent equity in
AMNS India.

ArcelorMittal arm AMNS
India to invest Rs 60,000

crore: Aditya Mittal
̈ To expand 

Hazira plant

Mumbai, Oct 29: 

The U.S. - India Strategic
Partnership Forum
(USISPF), a bilateral non-
profit organization focused
on building the strategic re-
lationship between India
and the United States, felici-
tated Shiv Nadar, Founder,
HCL and Shiv Nadar
Foundation,with the
USISPF Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
contribution to the technol-
ogy industry andhis philan-
thropic initiatives to trans-
form lives through access to
educational opportunities.
Shiv Nadar is the Founder
of HCL and the Shiv Nadar
Foundation. Under his
guidance, HCL has contin-
ued to ride the waves of the
changing IT landscape for
over 45 years and remains
at the forefront of the tech-
nological revolution since
1976.Throughout his career,

he has acknowledged that
successful institution build-
ing is dependent on forging
result-oriented partner-
ships and creating new
knowledge. In addition to
being a successful entrepre-
neur, Mr. Nadar has invest-
ed US$1.1 billion through
the Shiv Nadar Foundation
towards philanthropic ini-
tiatives, particularly in the
area of education. The im-
pact of the Shiv Nadar
Foundation institutions is
reflected in the aspirations

of meritorious students
who started their journeys
from humble, geographical-
ly, remote backgrounds, but
are today pursuing their
dreams in India as well as
other countries.
Commenting on receiving
the award, Mr. Shiv Nadar
said: “I am humbled to be
recognized for what has
been a deeply enriching
journey that I embarked
upon 47 years ago when I es-
tablished HCL.

Today, HCLTech is
amongst the top technology
companies in the world
that operates across vari-
ous sectors. During my
journey of building HCL, I
realized that we also need
to create leaders and inno-
vators for tomorrow.With
this belief and my mother’s
encouragement, I started
my philanthropic efforts
through the Shiv Nadar
Foundation.

USISPF honours Shiv Nadar with
Lifetime Achievement Award 2022

New Delhi, Oct 29: 

The Indian passenger
vehicles segment is expect-
ed to touch record sales
this fiscal and follow it up
in 2023-24 with an 8 per
cent growth, Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd
Chairman R C Bhargava
said. In a virtual press con-
ference on the company's
second-quarter earnings,
Bhargava said several fac-
tors such as easing of
semiconductor shortage,
restoration of supply
chain after the disruption
by COVID-19 pandemic be-
sides a better economic
growth prospect in India
are propelling automobile
sales although small cars
sales are gradually declin-
ing.

"The (India) economy is
doing pretty well better

than anywhere else...the
automobile sector (passen-
ger vehicles) has now got
to a stage this year where
it will be close to the levels
which we had reached in
2018-19, which are the
highest ever," he said.
Bhargava further said for
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
(MSIL), it "will be roughly
in the same order as they
were in 2018-19" and "the
industry will be ahead of
2018-19" as the smaller car
segment has had a de-
growth while the bigger
SUVs have grown.

Maruti chairman expects record
PV sales for auto industry this

fiscal, 8% growth in FY24

Forex reserves drop

USD 3.847 billion to

USD 524.52 billion
Mumbai, Oct 29: 

India's forex reserves
dropped by USD 3.847 bil-
lion to USD 524.52 billion
for the week ended
October 21, the RBI said.
The overall reserves had
dropped by USD 4.50 bil-
lion to USD 528.37 billion
in the previous reporting
week, and have been de-
clining for many months
now. In October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The re-
serves have been declining
as the central bank de-
ploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments.

This weekend at 8:00pm,
Sony Entertainment

Television's prestigious
singing reality show
Indian Idol - Season 13 will
witness Amit Kumar,
grace the ‘Kishore Kumar
Special’ episode and fur-
ther making the ‘mausam
musicana’ will also be the
cast of ‘Double XL’ -
Sonakshi Sinha, Huma
Qureshi along with
Mudassar Aziz and Vipul
D Shah. Together Along
with the special guests,
further enjoying and moti-
vating the contestants will

be judges Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani. Not only this,
adding wit, charm and
humor to the weekend
episodes will be none
other than everyone’s fa-
vorite, Harsh
Limbachiyaa. Talking
about the contestants,
‘padhaku bachchi.’
Anushka Patra from
Kolkata will be seen giving
a spellbinding perform-
ance but with a twist!

F
URO Sports Shoes,
from the house of
Red Chief Shoes, re-

cently launched their cam-
paign starring brand am-
bassador Shahid Kapoor
with a youth-enticing
TVC.

Shahid Kapoor can be
seen running, walking,
jumping and grooving to a
rather catchy beat of kab-
badi- kabbadi with a finish
that encourages viewers to
‘kass ke pakad, jam ke
jakad’. The film is the
opening act of a campaign
that wants to focus on pro-
moting shoes that allow
you to get everyday life
with élan. Elaborating on
a Hi-Grip technology that
allows easier and better
grip on surfaces, FURO
Sports is aspiring to trans-
form the space of ath-
leisure lifestyle.

When asked about the
objective of the campaign,

Manoj Gyanchandani, the
Managing Director, com-
mented, “Our goal is to
take athleisure lifestyle
and sports wear shoes to
the next level. Nowadays,
it’s all about fashion – but
function is equally impor-
tant. Our shoes have been
designed keeping opti-
mum usability in mind,
without compromising on
style and comfort.”

Kolkata has

always had a very

special place in

my heart:

Anushka Sharma

Actress Anushka Sharma is
currently shooting for

'Chakda Xpress' in Kolkata and
several parts of West Bengal
that is significant in Jhulan
Goswami's journey to reach the
summit of global glory. She
reveals how the City of Joy has
always had a significant place
in her heart.
"Kolkata has always had a very
special place in my heart. The
warmth of the city and the peo-
ple, the delicious food, the
beautiful architecture - I love
everything about Kolkata and it
is a pleasure to be back in the
city of joy for Chakda Xpress,"
she says.
"The last time I shot a film here
was for Pari and I have several
fond memories from shooting
that project here. I had also
shot the announcement video
of 'Chakda Xpress' at the Eden
Gardens and Jhulan had
dropped by for the same. It was
amazing to have her on the set
and interact with her."
"She is such a positive soul. So,
coming back here is like life
coming to a full circle for me
and the team."
The hugely-mounted Netflix
Film, which is tracing the glo-
rious journey of one of the
fastest female pacers in the
history of world cricket,
Jhulan, will showcase how
the pacer moves up the
ladder despite countless
hindrances to fulfil her
only dream: to play
cricket. Anushka says,
"We had a great shooting expe-
rience and made memories that
will last a lifetime. Jhulan is an
icon of India, as well as of West
Bengal, and shooting the film in
Kolkata and various parts of the
state, is a fitting tribute to her
legacy and her journey that
started here." Jhulan went on
to captain the Indian women's
national cricket team and is a
role model for aspiring crick-
eters in the country. 

ACROSS

1. Cry of sorrow

5. Expensive fur

10. The ____ of March

14. Luxurious

15. Directional symbol

16. Uncluttered

17. Better half

18. Throw

19. Zoo enclosure

20. Free of doubt

21. Penny ____

22. Oscar winner ____ Berry

23. "Aida," for one

25. Annoy

26. Family member

28. More flavorful

31. Author ____ Asimov

33. Educational

38. Oversupply

39. More parched

41. Stood up

42. System of symbols

44. Internet pest

45. Bureaucratic delay (2 wds.)

48. Court divider

49. Do again

53. Camp shelters

55. Ahead of time

56. Religious ceremony

58. Throat-clearing sound

61. Mexican water

62. Hazard

63. Royal address

64. Penny

65. Love greatly

66. Make socks

67. Dogwood or palm

68. Recluse

69. Observes

DOWN

1. Gifts to charity

2. Hawaiian cookout

3. Space station worker

4. Grown lambs

5. Largest desert

6. Coliseums

7. Spoiled child

8. Adoration

9. Flock mother

10. Native Peruvians

11. Handed out cards

12. National bird

13. Direct

22. Cow crowd

24. List-ending abbr.

25. Fleshy fruit

26. Endorse

27. Scandinavian capital
29. Pollute
30. Polar sight
32. One ____ time (2 wds.)
34. Be mistaken
35. Illegally made booze
36. Capri or Man
37. Highland Scot
39. Weight loss plan
40. Singer ____ Stewart
43. Serving aid
44. Hamilton bill
46. Apparel
47. Kitchen gadget
49. Respond
50. Ardent
51. Dried plum
52. Make happy
54. Chores
56. Renovate
57. Treat pleats
59. Toledo's lake
60. New York baseball team
62. Sidekick
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If you find that you aren't necessarily
thinking like the rest of the group, don't
panic, Aquarius. In fact, this is probably a
good thing. By going along with the
crowd, you may be expected to act a cer-
tain way in some situations. Pretty soon
you're living like a marionette strung up
to a couple of sticks and manipulated by
an unknown hand. Think for yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your words may fall sharply on someone's
ears today, so be aware of the impact you
can have, Pisces. However, this doesn't
mean that you need to dilute your message
with lies in order to avoid the true topic of
conversation. Just be conscious of the fact
that a strong emotional response is apt to
result when you open up to the truth and tell
it like it is.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Be careful of being hypocritical, Aries. You
may not want to disappoint people you
meet, so you end up stretching the truth to
suit what they want to hear. You may catch
yourself a minute later telling someone
else the opposite in order to protect his or
her estimation of you. Figure out who you
are and stick to it. If other people don't like
you, that's their problem not yours.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may find that someone approaches you
with harsh words that are apt to have a sig-
nificant impact on your state of mind. You
could even find that you're paralyzed in the
sense that you begin to question your cur-
rent actions or ones you plan to take in the
future. Spend some time alone in order to
sort things out before you go ahead and
make any drastic life-changing moves.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have to make an important
decision today, Gemini. It has come to
the point where someone draws a line
in the sand and challenges you to cross
it. Do you stay where you are and con-
tinue on without that person, or do you
join them and support their goals and
actions? The conflict today is between
your head and your gut. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

As you take another step upward today,
Cancer, you may realize that there's a large
part of the mountain you hadn't accounted
for before. Perhaps this steep portion of the
climb wasn't visible from below when you
started the trip. Don't panic. By overreacting
to the unknown, you may lose your balance
and go sliding down the face of the mountain. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Try not to overanalyze your actions, Leo. If
you continue to pick apart every aspect, you
will end up getting nowhere. This principle
applies to your emotions, too. Be sure that
you aren't trying to make rational sense out
of every feeling that comes your way.
Feelings are there for you to experience.
Allow them to flow through your heart and
not necessarily your head.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your actions may go against your rational
thinking, but this isn't necessarily a bad
thing, Virgo. Thoughts and feelings are apt
to aggressively clash today, but that doesn't
mean you have to be a victim of the resulting
demolition. Note the big pieces that survive
after the initial impact. Recognize these as
your strengths and work to build them back
up while leaving the smaller pieces behind.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may have the perfect plan all laid out,
Libra. You've communicated to the right
people, you've traveled to the appropriate
spots to gather data, and you have all your
resources in line. For some reason, howev-
er, every time you start to implement this
plan, you run into emotional difficulties
that seem too challenging to surmount. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

What you think may happen today is apt
to be the opposite of what actually hap-
pens, Scorpio. It could be that you have
a strong mental picture of how things
should proceed but end up taking a com-
pletely different action. Try to engage
every part of your body, mind, and spirit
so that all are on the same page regard-
less of what activity you actually do.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Emotions may cloud your thoughts as
things start to heat up in a heavy way,
Sagittarius. In an effort to keep things
light and energetic, you may be missing
the core of the situation. Don't glance too
quickly over all the issues. The answer to
the riddle is right there in front of you.
Stop for a minute to catch your breath and
you will find the solutions that you seek.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Magical events may occur today in the
most unlikely places, Capricorn. Perhaps
you're expecting to see someone in a cer-
tain environment. Even if you don't see
him or her there, you will end up meeting
at a special event in an entirely different
place. Let your goal be your main focus.
Let the details of the journey fall into
place however they will.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he talented actor
Aditi Sharma and
Adnan Khan will

now be seen in the Hindi
remake of the globally ac-
claimed Turkish series
1001 Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries with actor
Adnan Khan.

Bringing forth another
intriguing story, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television unveils the
first look of ‘Katha
Ankahee’, the Hindi re-
make of the globally ac-
claimed Turkish series
1001 Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries.

The Hindi remake of
the show will star Aditi
Sharma and Adnan
Khan. With its captivat-
ing narrative and charac-
ters, the show will tug at

your heartstrings just
like the remarkable im-
pression it etched in the
hearts of millions across
the world. Inki kahaani
mein hai kasak nafrat ki,
ya kashish pyaar ki?
Jaaniye the channel takes
pride in bringing forth
the Hindi remake of the
globally acclaimed
Turkish series 1001

Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries, titled ‘Katha
Ankahee’.

The show with its capti-
vating narrative and
characters will tug at
your heartstrings just
like the remarkable im-
pression it etched in the
hearts of millions across
the world.

Aditi and Adnan in Hindi remake
of ‘Turkish series 1001 Nights’

T
he wolves are howl-
ing in unison as
after 'Param

Sundari', Kriti Sanon is
back to shaking a leg on
the first song from her up-
coming movie 'Bhediya', ti-
tled 'Thumkeshwari'.

The funky dance num-
ber sees Varun Dhawan
and Kriti Sanon swaying
to Ganesh Acharya's cho-
reography. But, the major
takeaway from the song is
Shraddha Kapoor, who
also features grooving to
the upbeat number.

Sharing his thoughts on
the track, Varun Dhawan
said in a statement:
"Thumkeshwari is a num-
ber that's tailor made to
burn the dance floor. I
thoroughly enjoyed per-
forming to its funky tune.
The song's lyrics are a
catchy delight, and I am

sure fans are going to have
a gala time dancing to the
track."

'Bhediya' belongs to the
horror-comedy universe of
producer Dinesh Vijan's
Maddock Films and

Shraddha featuring in the
song takes the viewers
back to the 'Stree' days and
piques the interest of the
audience behind this ap-
pearance of her in the
song and if she will have a

cameo in the film as well.
About working on the

song, Kriti said: "I had an
absolute ball shooting for
'Thumkeshwari'. I was
sharing screen space with
Varun after a very long

time and we have never
worked on this kind of a
grand track together. This
was quite the memorable
experience." Composed by
Sachin-Jigar and penned
by Amitabh Bhattacharya,
who also wrote the lyrics
for 'Param Sundari',
Thumkeshwari is a peppy
number crooned by the
music directors them-
selves along with Ash
King and Rashmeet Kaur.

Presented by Jio
Studios and Dinesh Vijan,
'Bhediya' is a Maddock
Films production, directed
by Amar Kaushik, pro-
duced by Dinesh Vijan.

The film, which also
stars Deepak Dobriyal and
Abhishek Banerjee, will
have a pan-India theatrical
release in Hindi, Telugu
and Tamil in 2D and 3D on
November 25.

Shraddha appears in ‘Thumkeshwari’,
raises curiosity bar for ‘Bhediya’

A
ctress Rakul Preet
Singh, who has had
back-to-back re-

leases this year with
'Thank God' being her lat-
est, has jetted off to
Maldives for a brief vaca-
tion after a busy schedule
of promotions, shoots,
and juggling multiple
projects.

Taking to her social
media, the actress

dropped a super hot photo
from her vacation in the
Maldives. She can be seen
rocking an orange swim-
suit, with her hair tied up
in a high bun while sitting
by the beach. She cap-
tioned the picture as,
"#thankgod for a holiday"

A source close to the
actor also revealed that
this is Rakul's first vaca-
tion in the last 8 to 10

months as she has been
continuously shooting,
promoting and working
on her films and brands.
So, this time around she
squeezed in time for a 4-
day vacation for herself.

After having impressed
everyone with her role as
a pilot, robotics engineer,
teacher, Rakul is garner-
ing positive response for
her work in 'Thank God'.

Rakul Preet Singh’s vacay
pics from Maldives have

set mercury soaring

Shahid Kapoor made
brand ambassador

Anushka stuns everyone
with her ‘Big B’ avatar
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Sydney, Oct 29 (PTI):

Glenn Phillips rode his
luck to smash a special
hundred as New Zealand
put their poor start behind
to register a crucial 65-run
win over Sri Lanka in the
T20 World Cup, here on
Saturday. New Zealand
found themselves tottering
at 15 for three inside the
powerplay before Phillips
(104 off 64) shared an 84-
run stand with Daryl
Mitchell (22 off 24) to sta-
bilise the innings. The 25-
year-old, who was dropped
twice including early on in
his innings, played some
sensational strokes en
route to his second T20
hundred. His knock com-
prised four sixes and 10
boundaries.

Sri Lanka too lost early
wickets but, unlike New
Zealand, could not recover
from there to end at 102 all
out in 19.2 overs. Trent
Boult caused the maxi-
mum damage with the
new ball and ended up
with career-best figures of
four for 13 in four overs. It
was New Zealand's second
win in three games, with
their previous game

against Afghanistan being
a total washout. The semi-
final passage gets a lot
tougher for Asia Cup
champions Sri Lanka, who
suffered their second loss
in three games.

The game was as good
as over with Sri Lanka
slipping to 24 for five in the
seventh over.

The veteran pace of duo
of Boult and Tim Southee
ran through Sri Lanka's
top-order with the former
picking up three wickets
in his opening spell. Left-
arm spinner Mitchell
Santer (2/21) and Ish
Sodhi (2/21) also chipped
in with couple of wickets.

Barring Bhanuka
Rajapaksa's breezy 34 off
22 balls, none of the Sri
Lankan batters could get
going against a formidable
Kiwi attack.

Skipper Dasun Shanaka
(35 off 32), who has bailed
his team out of tough situ-
ations, could not do so on
Saturday.

It was New Zealand's
first game since their win
over Australia a week ago
but it did not take long for
them to operate at their op-
timal best.

Phillips, Boult power New
Zealand to big win over Sri Lanka

Perth, Oct 29:

Kagiso Rabada and
Anrich Nortje are expect-
ed to spit fire on a track
that will offer steep
bounce as India's top-order
gears up for its toughest
test in adverse conditions
against a top-notch South
African side in the T20
World Cup on Sunday. The
match, in all likelihood,
will decide the Group 2
topper and India's proba-
ble semi-final venue. The
WACA in Perth has been
the traditional venue for
many decades but now the
newly-built concrete jun-
gle called Optus Stadium
hosts the international
games.

While it looks like any
other modern cricket sta-
dium devoid of the
WACA's old world charm,
what is similar to both
grounds is spicy nature of
its track and the good
bounce on offer that could
make life difficult for bat-
ters.

In this backdrop,
Rabada and Nortje, two of
world's most fearsome
speed merchants are ex-
pected to pose some tough
questions for Rohit

Sharma, KL Rahul, Virat
Kohli and Suryakumar
Yadav. While Rabada will
bowl full and get the ball to
seam and swing at 145
clicks, expect Nortje to
mix it up with either back
of length or the hard
lengths at 150-plus speed.

Both Rohit and Virat are
fabulous horizontal bat
players and the Powerplay
overs will be all about how
well the hand-eye co-ordi-
nation of the top-order
works. The extra pace off
the track will give batters
that split second less time
to react and it will be inter-
esting to see what will be

the approach of the Indian
batters. Will they start to
attack from the word 'go'
or, like it has been a trend
in this T20 World Cup, play
the first 10 overs cautious-
ly and take the attack back
to the opposition during
the back-10? While left-
handed Rishabh Pant,
with his audacious stroke-
play, would have been a
good foil for Rohit at the
top of the order, it is un-
derstood that head coach
Rahul Dravid, for the time
being, does not want to
look beyond an out-of-form
Rahul. The other alterna-
tive to include Pant is to

drop Dinesh Karthik,
whose keeping in the two
matches has been below
par. The Netherlands
game isn't a good enough
indication to provide how
well Indian team is ready
for the Proteas Test. The
last series between the two
sides was played on low
bounce Indian belters, on
which, hitting through the
line and plonking one's
front-foot was meat and
drink for batters.

The only problem in the
South African top-order is
its skipper Temba
Bavuma, whose game isn't
suited to the needs of T20
cricket and is looking com-
pletely out of place.

However, with two of
the most exciting players
in Tristan Stubbs and
Rossouw, South Africa will
have the upperhand on an
Indian bowling attack
where only Mohammed
Shami has the ability to
bowl northwards of 140
kmph. Rossouw will come
into the match with rarest
of rare back-to-back T20I
hundreds (only other
being France's Gustav
McKeon) and will be the
biggest threat to Indian
bowlers.

India’s top-order faces
stern test from SA quicks

Can't drop Rahul on basis of two bad innings: Rathour
Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

KL Rahul might have
failed in a couple of games
but that's not a big enough
"sample size" to drop him
and include Rishabh Pant
at the top of the order,
India batting coach
Vikram Rathour said on
eve of the T20 World Cup
match against South

Africa on Sunday. Rahul
scored 1 off 4 balls against
Pakistan while a touch
and go leg before decision

saw him get dismissed for
9 off 12 balls against the
Netherlands.

While Pant has shown a
lot of intent as Rohit
Sharma's opening partner
in the brief chances that
he has got, Rathour made
it clear that the talented
Rourkee man will have to
wait for now. "No. We
aren't really not thinking

about that," Rathour dis-
missed the idea of Pant's
inclusion for the time
being.

"I don't think that's a
good enough sample size
anyway. He's been batting
really well and also batted
well in practice games. So
we aren't changing any-
thing," he was categorical
in his reply.

Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah can't
afford to play all three
formats if he has to pro-
long his career since bur-
dening the body with too
much cricket will keep
him injury prone, says
Jeff Thomson, one of the
greatest fast bowlers the
world cricket has seen.

Bumrah, easily one of
world's premier fast
bowlers in contemporary
cricket, missed the T20
World Cup due to a stress
fracture on his back. It
might keep him away for
months. Thomson, who
himself hurled 95mph
thunderbolts with an
awkward slinging action
in the '70s and '80s, wants
Bumrah to decide which
of the three formats he
would like to let go.
"Bumrah puts too much
weight on his body and

because he plays all for-
mats, he is bound to get
injured. It is now upon
him to decide what he
wants to do," Thomson
told PTI during an inter-
action. Call it being politi-
cally correct, no player
worth his salt would ever
say that he wouldn't play
Test cricket and opt for
shorter versions. "The
crowd wants him to play
white ball cricket and
comes to the stadium to
see him bowl in white ball
cricket. It is just 60 balls
(ODI) or 24 balls (T20) de-
pending on which format
he plays.

Bumrah can’t play all formats
for too long: Jeff Thomson

Karthik does special drills,
Pant bats like man possessed
Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

At 37, Dinesh Karthik
could well be playing his
last ICC tournament,
having been a part of
global event squad for
the first time back in
2007.

At 25, Rishabh Pant
has years of top flight
cricket left in him. He
batted from start to fin-
ish during the nets but a
place in the playing
eleven still looks like a
distant reality.

Both are at different
stages of their lives --
Karthik doing some spe-
cial 'blind drills' so that
people don't criticise his
keeping in what could be
his last big tournament.

While gathering a
powerful throw, he
seemed to be in pain and
took off his main gloves
and looked at his 'in-
ners'.

In case of Pant, there
was passion and anger of
a youth in his batting
session as Rahul Dravid
spent the maximum time
looking at his batting.

At times he treated
Shardul Thakur and
Mohammed Siraj with
utter disdain. At other
times, he played and
missed but didn't leave
the nets.

Blind Drills
On one of the coldest

days in Perth, the focus
of India's net session

was Karthik's unique
keeping drills under su-
pervision of fielding
coach T Dilip. Blind Drill
is a specific keeping ex-
ercise done to increase
alertness as keepers get
blindsided by batters
when the ball comes to
them at last the moment.

How it works?
Dilip kept a couple of

red and white markers at
least four feet apart and
put a white towel on
them. As Karthik
crouched behind the
imaginary stumps, Dilip
from the other kept an
inclined plane used for
giving sharp catches and
hit the balls between the
two road markers and in
a manner that it gets de-
flected by the towel. The
towel is like a batter,
who is covering the ball,
and even if he misses it,
the keeper would get a
sight of the delivery at
the last moment. This
training is specially
done to get the reflexes
in order if someone like
an Axar Patel, who
bowls his deliveries at a
quicker pace beats the

bat. Karthik had
missed an easy

stumping chance
against the
Netherlands as could

watch the ball only when
it had come near him at
the last moment. The
drill has two-fold bene-
fits it helps in making
the reflexes quick and
improves footwork.

As Karthik did his
drills, Pant batted and
batted at the other nets.
One could gauge he is
hurting. You are not a
champion player if you
are not hurt by snub.

After the two-hour ses-
sion, when everyone
thought he was packing
his kits, he took out his
keeping gear and asked
Nuwan Senaviratne to
give him throwdowns for
another 15 minutes. It
seemed he didn't want to
leave the Optus Stadium
even if the temperature
was around 10-12 de-
grees. He obliged the self-
ie hunters as well as the
journalists.

Shook hands with fa-
miliar faces and ex-
changed pleasantries.
But it was clear, he was
hurt at being left out of
playing XI. "Rishabh bhai
open kaarlo, India ki zin-
daagi badal jayegi," a fan
shouted from the other
side of the fence. Rishabh
looked back and started
walking. Even he wants
to open but is the team
management listening.

Satwik-Chirag
duo enters

French Open final

Paris, Oct 29 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
champion Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty progressed to the
men's doubles final of the
French Open Super 750
badminton tournament
with a commanding
straight-game win over
Korean pair of Choi Sol
Gyu and Kim Won Ho,
here on Saturday. The
world number 8 Indian
pair dished out an attack-
ing game and also con-
trolled the net well to out-
wit the Korean combina-
tion, ranked 18th, 21-18 21-
14 in the semifinals that
lasted 45 minutes. The
Indian pair, seeded sev-
enth, thus reached its sec-
ond final of a BWF world
tour event in 2022, having
won the India Open Super
500 tournament in
January earlier this year.

Satwik and Chirag, who
had won a bronze medal at
the World Championships
in August, will play the
winner of the other semifi-
nal between England's Ben
Lane and Sean Vendy and
Chinese Taipei's Lu Ching
Yao and Yang Po Han.

Sultan Johor Cup: India
crowned champions

Beats Australia in shootout

Johor, (Malaysia), Oct 29:

India, on Saturday, won their
third Sultan of Johor Cup title
after defeating Australia in the
final. They overcame a resilient
Australian side on the penalties
after full time ended on 1-1. In
the regulation time, India took
the lead in the first quarter
after Chirmako Sudeep scored
a brilliant field goal. Australia
responded in the second quar-
ter when Holland drove
through Indian defence to
equalize. Both teams tried their
best for next 30 minutes but
failed to score anything, forc-
ing the match into a penalty
shootout. The penalty shoot-
out started with Vishnukant
Singh putting India into lead
with the very first shot.
Multiple players from both
sides, including India's star
Boby Dhami Singh, missed
chances in what was a rather
strange shootout. After the first

five shots, both teams were
level at 3-3. With the shootout
going into sudden death,
Chirmako Sudeep scored for
India and Shashikumar Mohit
saved the penalty from Joshua
Brooks to ensure that India win
the title after last time's heart-
break. This is India's third title
after winning it consecutively in
2013 and 2014. Earlier, India
had finished second in the
group stages behind Australia
with two draws, two wins and a
loss against South Africa in five
matches.

Agra resident ensures
respectful disposal of idols

Agra, Oct 29 (PTI): 

With an aim to respect-
fully dispose idols of
deities after Diwali, a local
man here has taken up the
responsibility of collect-
ing them from designated
sites and immersing them
in river Yamuna with
Vedic rituals. Sunil Dubey,
45, said he was hurt to see
the idols being thrown on
streets and temple premis-
es after the festival and
hence came up with the
initiative.

"I was pained to see
idols of Laxmi and
Ganesh being kept under
trees, temple premises, on
walls and near footpaths
among other places,"
Dubey told PTI. "It shows
how selfish we are. After
worshipping the idols, we
put them outside and do
not care," he added. Dubey

said 101 places have been
earmarked where people
have been asked to keep
the idols and that he and
his team spend about five
to six hours everyday in
collecting them.

"Being a member of the
Brahmin Parishad, I
shared the idea of dispos-
ing the idols at a 'kund' in
Hathi Ghat on the banks
of the Yamuna. They not
only appreciated the plan
but also extended support.
Since then, I have been
carrying out this work,"
he said.

"We also received sup-
port from Agra Municipal
Corporation," Dubey
added. Anish Chaturvedi,
who supports the initia-
tive, said he had seen sev-
eral idols thrown on roads
and being run over by ve-
hicles. "Such practices
should be discouraged
and awareness be creat-
ed," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Top commanders of the
Indian Navy will carry
out a comprehensive re-
view of the country's
maritime security at a
four-day conclave begin-
ning Monday in the back-
drop of the geo-political
turmoil triggered by the
Ukraine conflict and
China's increasing forays
into the Indian Ocean re-
gion. The commanders
are also expected to delve
into the overall situation
in the Indo-Pacific, offi-
cials said.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan, Army Chief
Gen Manoj Pande and Air
Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari are scheduled
to address the command-

ers on a range of subjects
including tri-services
convergence and combat
readiness. "The confer-
ence would also dwell
upon the dynamics of the
geostrategic situation of
the region and the Navy's
readiness to deal with the
same," the Indian Navy
said.

It said the Indian
Navy's standing as the
'preferred security part-
ner' in the region has also
grown concomitantly in
recent times and it is
poised to "counter" all
maritime security chal-
lenges emerging due to
uncertain geo-strategic
situations in the Indian
Ocean and beyond.

The conference serves
as a platform for naval
commanders to discuss
important maritime mat-
ters at the military-strate-
gic level through an insti-
tutionalised forum.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
P Chidambaram on
Saturday attacked the
Centre over the issue of
unemployment, alleging
that the legacy of the Modi
government after eight
years is "no jobs".

The Congress has been
attacking the government
over alleged lack of jobs
for the youth and rising
unemployment.

"After 37 lakhs in Uttar
Pradesh applying for
Grade 'C' jobs, we have 35
lakh applicants for 40,000
Agniveer jobs. Is the gov-
ernment listening to the
anguished voices of the
young men: 'we are desper-
ate, we have no choice',"
Chidambaram said in a

tweet. "That is the legacy
of the Modi government
after 8 years: NO JOBS,"
the former finance minis-
ter asserted. The unem-
ployment rate is eight per
cent, which is understated
because of massive dis-
guised employment, he
added. "The September

Monthly Review of the
Ministry of Finance does
not utter a word on unem-
ployment!" Chidambaram
said. The senior Congress
leader has been alleging
that the government's poli-
cies have resulted in wors-
ening the economic situa-
tion of the country.

NGT directs closure of commercial establishments in UP 

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Groundwater vests in the
state and its extraction is
not permissible without
consent, the National
Green Tribunal has said
while directing the closure
of all establishments in
Uttar Pradesh which are
operating without manda-
tory permissions and with-
drawing water illegally.

The NGT said that ac-
cording to the Central
Ground Water Authority's
report, more than 70 per
cent of hotels or commer-
cial establishments across
nine districts in Uttar
Pradesh were found to be
extracting groundwater il-

legally. "Under the circum-
stances, case appears to be
made out for directing seal-
ing of all establishments
operating without manda-
tory consents to operate as
per Water Act, till compli-
ance and registering crimi-
nal cases for theft of
groundwater against own-
ers of the establishments.

"The groundwater vests
in the State and extraction
is not permissible without
consent of the State.
Further, such extraction
can only be on payment of
laid down charges," the tri-
bunal said.

A bench headed by chair-
person Justice A K Goel
said that the situation was
alarming as shown by ram-
pant violations, defeating
the directions of the
Supreme Court for control
and regulation of ground-
water extractions.

"There is a grey area of

about 25 per cent for want
of information being fur-
nished or collected," the
bench said, adding, "We
have no other option but to
hold that there is an all-
round failure of the statu-
tory authorities in comply-
ing with the mandate of the
judgement of the Supreme
Court."

The approvals for
groundwater extraction
were being granted me-
chanically, while alterna-
tives to groundwater ex-
traction were not being
considered, resulting in a
shortage of potable water
for drinking purposes, the
bench said.

"Under the circum-
stances, the case appears to
be made out to direct seal-
ing of all establishments
operating without manda-
tory consent to operate as
per the Water Act, till com-
pliance and registering

criminal cases for theft of
groundwater against own-
ers of the establishments,"
the green panel said.

Determining the amount
of interim compensation,
the bench said it was Rs 50
lakh per establishment
having more than 100
rooms, Rs 25 lakh per estab-
lishment having 50-100
rooms and Rs 10 lakh per
establishment having up to
50 rooms.

"We direct interim com-
pensation at the above rate
be deposited by all the es-
tablishments identified as
extracting groundwater
without permission as well
those not having consent to
operate under the Water
Act," the NGT said.

The deposit has to be
made within one month
with the respective District
Magistrates, failing which
theft cases would be regis-
tered against the establish-

ments concerned and
borewells sealed, the NGT
said. The already constitut-
ed joint committee of the
Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) had to
assess the final compensa-
tion after giving an oppor-
tunity to the establish-
ments concerned, within
three months, it said.

The committee also had
to verify the compliance for
non-verified establish-
ments within one month,
the NGT said. "We further
direct that while granting
consents, the requirement
of installing digital water
meters connected to central
servers may be laid down
and in respect of establish-
ments having water supply
from the local bodies and
also extracting groundwa-
ter, there should be sepa-
rate digital meters in re-
spect of both sources," the
NGT said.

Ex-Andaman CS grilled
for second day

Port Blair, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Former chief sec-
retary of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands
Jitendra Narain was
on Saturday grilled
for the second con-
secutive day in con-
nection with the al-
leged gangrape of a

21-year-old woman, an offi-
cial said. A Special
Investigation Team (SIT) of
the Andaman and Nicobar
Police started questioning
the senior official around
11 AM at Police Lines in
Port Blair.

The interrogation was
underway for more than
six hours. Narain was
brought inside the Police
Lines premises through a
rear gate to avoid protest-

ers. The practice was fol-
lowed on Friday as well as
agitators carrying placards
staged a protest at the main
gate. The SIT, headed by
senior IPS officer Monika
Bhardwaj of the Andaman
and Nicobar Police, had
questioned Narain for over
eight hours on Friday.

The investigation team
was constituted to probe al-
legations that the woman
was lured to the chief sec-
retary's residence with the
promise of a government
job and then raped by top
officials including Narain.

Labour Commissioner R
L Rishi was also accused of
raping the woman while a
police inspector and a hotel
owner were named in the
FIR as accomplices in the
crime. The police inspector

was also interrogated by
the SIT on Friday.

Narain is being kept at
private resort here. The
senior official arrived here
to face questioning follow-
ing a Calcutta High Court
order. The FIR was regis-
tered on October 1 when
Narain was posted as the
chairman and managing
director of the Delhi
Financial Corporation. The
government suspended
him on October 17 with im-
mediate effect.

The woman said as her fa-
ther and stepmother did not
take care of her financial
needs, she needed a job and
was introduced by some
people to the labour com-
missioner as he was close to
the then chief secretary. She
claimed in the FIR that the

chief secretary appointed
"7,800 candidates" in vari-
ous departments in the ad-
ministration of the islands
"on the basis of recommen-
dation only" and without
any "formal interview". The
woman alleged that she was
lured to the chief secre-
tary's home with the prom-
ise of a government job, and
then raped there on April 14
and May 1.

A vacation bench of the
Calcutta High Court com-
prising justices Bibek
Chaudhuri and Prasenjit
Biswas has granted interim
protection against arrest to
Narain till a date that will
be fixed by the circuit
bench in Port Blair on
November 14, on its first
date of sitting after the
Durga Puja vacation.

p At 4-day conclave
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Chief Operation Officer of the Royal Bhutan Army (COO) Lt. General Batoo Tshering addresses during the Passing
Out Parade at Officers Training Academy (OTA), in Chennai, Saturday. 

PASSING OUT PARADE

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during the foundation stone laying ceremony of CM Rise
school, in Indore, Saturday. 

STONE LAYING CEREMONY
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‘Legacy of Modi govt 
after 8 years no jobs’

P Chidambaram

After Diwali

Top naval commanders to
review maritime security

Flock of migratory Amur Falcon
arrives in Arunachal 

Itanagar, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Much to the delight of
locals and forest officials
in Tirap district of
Arunachal Pradesh, a
flock of over a hundred
Amur Falcons have ar-
rived in the easternmost
district as part of their an-
nual migration, a senior
forest official said.

The migratory avian
species arrived at Nuisa
village in the district on
October 18, covering an
aerial distance of over
3,700 kilometres from
south-eastern Siberia and
will fly to South Africa
after reposing in the dis-
trict for more than two
weeks, the official said.

The Amur falcon (Falco
amurensis) is a small rap-
tor of the falcon family. It
breeds in south-eastern
Siberia and Northern
China before migrating in
large flocks across India

and over the Arabian Sea
to winter in Southern and
East Africa. "Besides
Nuisa, we have also record-
ed the presence of the
birds at nearby sites like
Mintong, Pangchau and
Wakka in the district,"
Chief Conservator of
Forest of Southern
Arunachal circle Chimoy
Simai said.

Simai has been visiting
all the roosting sites since
October 18. "Every
evening, these avian preda-
tors engage in a feeding
frenzy on certain types of
termites that surface only
on sunny days," the official
said. The chief conserva-
tor has instructed the
Kanubari forest division to

carry out an awareness
drive to protect the roost-
ing ground from any
human interference.

Simai said that he is con-
fident that the local people
will understand the signifi-
cance of it and participate
in the conservation process
as it will also create a scope
to generate income
through the eco-tourism
prospects.

As a preventive measure,
the forest department has
seized 28 catapults from
nearby villages. "On sunny
days, termites are available
and the birds come down to
feed on the insects or else
they stay atop hills at an el-
evation of 1,090 metres as
we recorded," Simai said.

ASI seeks permission to 
undertake excavation at Nindaur

Patna, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI),
Patna Circle has submit-
ted a proposal to its Delhi
headquarters to conduct
an excavation at 'Nindaur'
in Bihar's Kaimur district
for its probable connec-
tion with Nanda kings of
Magadha.

The Nanda dynasty
ruled Magadha in north-
ern India between 343 and
321 BCE (Before Common
Era) and the capital was
Pataliputra (modern-day
Patna).

"The geographical posi-
tion of the site (Nindaur)
is very important. It is sit-
uated on the ancient route
between Pataliputra to
Kashi via the Son river
Sasaram-Bhabhua. It was
the largest city settlement
in between ancient
Magadha and Kashi ma-

hajanapada," Goutami
B h a t t a c h a r y a ,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archaeologist (ASI, Patna
circle) told PTI.

The site may have
served as an administra-
tive and trade centre of
the early historic period.
The site deserves a thor-

ough probe by archaeolo-
gists and archaeological
excavation here will be
"extremely rewarding",
Bhattacharya said.

Nindaur is about 220
km from Patna.

"We recently submitted
a proposal to the ASI
headquarters for conduct-
ing an excavation at
Nindaur' for its probable
connection with Nanda
kings of Magadha", she
said.

The mound of histori-
cal importance of the vil-
lage was first noticed by F
Buchanan in the year
1812-13 and then referred
to by W W Hunter in the
year 1877, Bhattacharya
explained.

p For its connection
with Nanda kings



New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Sanjay Prasad broke
down in tears as he point-
ed to a juice corner at the
bustling Sarojini Nagar
market where his elder
brother was found dead
after a bomb explosion on
October 29, 2005.

Some lost a sibling,
some their parents and
some, like Manisha
Michael, lost both.

It has been 17 years
since the terror attack, but
survivors and families of
the deceased victims who

gathered at a memorial on
Saturday say that time has
not been a healer and they

are still living their ordeal.
Serial blasts had ripped

through crowded market-
places of Sarojini Nagar,
Kalkaji, and Paharganj,
leaving 67 people dead and
over 225 injured in 2005
two days before Diwali
when the area was teem-
ing with shoppers. "The
day remains vivid in my
mind. Barely 10 minutes
before the blast, I met my
brother who worked at a
shop and walked past the
market. "When I heard the
noise of the blast and
turned around, I saw a

thick blanket of smoke
and stench of burning
flesh," Prasad, 34, said, as
he paid homage to his
elder brother at Sarojini
Nagar. Prasad lives with
his parents and younger
brother and is the sole
earner of the family. "The
absence of my elder broth-
er is always felt in the
house," Prasad said.

Manisha Michael, who
was eight years old when
she lost her parents and
brother in the blast, said
that the trauma persist
even today.

Condemn
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India on
Saturday strongly con-
demned the terror attack
at Iran's Shah-e-Cherag
shrine and said it is yet
another reminder that
terrorism continues to
pose one of the biggest
threats to international
peace and security.
According to reports
from Iran, at least 15
people were killed and 40
others injured in the
attack on the shrine in
the city of Shiraz on
Wednesday evening.

Rescued
MMuummbbaaii:: More than 50
animals, birds and rep-
tiles were rescued by the
forest department during
Diwali festivities in
Mumbai and neighbour-
ing Thane district, an
official said on Saturday.
The forest department in
coordination with
Resqink Association for
Wildlife Welfare (RAWW)
rescued animals and
birds after attending
more than 110 distress
calls over a period of five
days, he said.

Homage
BBeennggaalluurruu:: The Maratha
Light Infantry Regimental
Centre (MLIRC) in
Belagavi district of
Karnataka observed the
114th 'Sharqat Day' to
pay homage to the sol-
diers who sacrificed their
lives on this day in 1918
during the First World
War in erstwhile
Mesopotamia, now in
present day Iraq.

Dedicate 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will dedicate two key
railway lines in poll-
bound Gujarat to the
nation on Monday, offi-
cials said. These are the
section of the Asarva
(Ahmedabad)-
Himmatnaga-Udaipur
Gauge Converted Line
and the Lunidhar-Jetalsar
Gauge Converted Line.
The entire 299-km stretch
of the Ahmedabad
(Asarva) Himmatnagar
Udaipur section has been
completed at Rs 2,482.38
crore. Major stations on
this section are
Ahmedabad, Shamlaji
Road, Himmatnagar,
Nandol Dahegam,
Dungarpur, Prantij and
Udaipur.
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Devotees perform rituals before
'Kharna Puja' on the second day
of the 'Chhath Puja' festivities, 

in Ranchi, Saturday. 
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Gandhinagar, Oct 29 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said his govern-
ment was working on pro-
viding ten lakh jobs.

In a video message to a
`Rozgar Mela' (employ-
ment fair) organized by
the Gujarat government
here, he also said that the
number of government
jobs for the youth will rise.

As many as 5,000 per-
sons got appointment let-
ters from the Gujarat
Panchayat Service Board

while 8,000 persons were
given appointment letters
by the Gujarat Sub

Inspector Recruitment
Board and Lokrakshak
Recruitment Board dur-
ing the event, held ahead
of Assembly elections in
the BJP-ruled state.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel distrib-
uted the appointment let-
ters.

"On the auspicious day
of Dhanteras, we held a
Rozgar Mela at the nation-
al level where we distrib-
uted appointment letters
to 75,000 candidates," PM
Modi said in his address.

Such Melas will contin-

ue to be organised at the
national and state levels
in the coming months, he
said. "The Central govern-
ment is working on pro-
viding ten lakh jobs, the
states and Union territo-
ries are also getting asso-
ciated with the campaign.
The number of govern-
ment jobs given to the
youth will rise significant-
ly," he said.

"Your appointment will
hugely reinforce the cam-
paigns for last-mile deliv-
ery and saturation of cov-
erage of government

schemes," he told the new
recruits.

Modi credited the new
industrial policy of
Gujarat for creating job
opportunities and praised
reforms like the abolition
of interview process for
Class 3 and 4 government
posts.

"Our goal is to make
India a developed nation
by 2047. Next 25 years are
very critical for the coun-
try. We need a lot of devel-
opment and you should
fulfil your duty to society
and the country," he said.

Kolkata, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Bangladesh Information
Minister Hasan Mahmud
Saturday said the Sheikh
Hasina government is com-
mitted to the safety of its
Hindu minorities and the
peaceful Durga Puja cele-
brations in the country
this year is a testimony to
it.

Mahamud, who is in the
city to inaugurate
Bangladesh Film Festival,
said the Indo-Bangla rela-
tion is not dependent only
on the Teesta water shar-
ing agreement between the
two nations. "The Sheikh
Hasina government is com-
mitted to protecting the
rights of Hindu minorities
in Bangladesh. The recent
peaceful Durga Puja cele-
bration in the country is a

testimony to it. This year
the number of Durga Pujas
held in Bangladesh was
much higher than last

year," Mahmud said at a
press conference at the
Press Club here. Referring
to the communal violence
in Bangladesh during
Durga Puja in 2021, he said
the country's government
was extra cautious to avoid
any untoward incident this
year. "Those who had tried
to create problems during
Durga Puja stand exposed.
We have taken special
measures to ensure no un-
toward incident takes
place," he said.

Speaking on India-
Bangladesh relations, the
minister said more than
the government to govern-
ment relations it is the
people-to-people associa-
tions between the two
countries that have helped
strengthen the diplomatic
relations.

Raipur, Oct 29: 

Three men have been
apprehended for allegedly
killing the 23-year-old
nephew of a Congress cor-
porator and burying his
body at an isolated place in
Raipur city, police said on
Saturday.

The police on Friday de-
tained three men for the
murder of Wahazuddin
alias Babu, who had been
reported missing since
September 25, an official
said.

The incident took place
on September 25 at WRS
Colony under Khamtarai
police station limits, and it
came to light on Friday
evening when the victim's
body was exhumed and
the trio were detained, he
said. Preliminary investi-

gations revealed that
Babu, who was the
nephew of a Congress cor-
porator in the Birgaon
Municipal Corporation,
was in a relationship with
the daughter of one of the
accused. This may be the
reason for the murder, the
official said.

On September 25, Babu
went missing, following
which a missing person's
report was lodged with
Urla police station, he
said. During the investiga-
tion, the police detained
the trio, who revealed that
they had killed Babu and
buried his body at WRS
Colony, the official said.

The exhumed body has
been sent for autopsy and
an offence has been regis-
tered in this regard, he
added.

Bengaluru, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The flight acceptance hot test
of CE-20 engine has been suc-
cessfully carried out in the
High Altitude Test facility of
ISRO Propulsion Complex
(IPRC) at Mahendragiri in
Tamil Nadu for a duration of
25 seconds.
The engine is earmarked for
the LVM3-M3 mission identi-
fied for launching the next 36
OneWeb India-1 satellites, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation said.
Sources said these satellites of
OneWeb, the London-based
satellite communications com-
pany, are expected to be
launched by the NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL), the
ISRO's commercial arm,

aboard LVM3 during January-
February next year.
Friday's flight acceptance test
comes within days of the
launch of the first set of 36
OneWeb satellites by the NSIL
from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC- SHAR) in
Sriharikota on October 23.
"The cryogenic upper stage of
the LVM3 vehicle (C25 stage)
is powered by a CE-20 engine
working with the LOX-LH2 pro-
pellants combination. This
engine develops a nominal
thrust of 186.36 kN in vacu-
um", an ISRO statement noted
on Saturday.
"The major objectives of the
flight acceptance test were to
confirm the integrity of the
hardware, assessment of sub-
systems' performance and
tune the engine for meeting
the mission requirements
parameters for engine tuning
for flight operation", it said.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
on Saturday released an
audio clip of an alleged
BJP man purportedly dis-
cussing the party's bid to
poach AAP MLAs in the
capital and demanded
Home Minister Amit
Shah's arrest and ouster if
he was involved in the
matter.

There was no immedi-
ate reaction from the BJP
or Shah. The senior AAP
leader played the audio

tape at a press conference
and claimed the BJP
"dalal" (broker) heard in
the clip was one of the
three people arrested in
Telangana over an alleged

bid to poach that state's
ruling party Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
MLAs. Ramachandra
Bharati aka Satish
Sharma, Nanda Kumar
and Simhayaji Swamy
were arrested by
Telangana Police earlier
this week for allegedly try-
ing to coax four TRS legis-
lators into defecting to the
BJP. He also showed their
pictures with a senior RSS
leader and two Union min-
isters and said their con-
nection with the BJP rank
and file was evident.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The UN Security
Council's Counter-
Terrorism Committee on
Saturday called on mem-
ber-countries to ensure
"zero tolerance" towards
terrorist activities and
vowed to deal with the
scourge more vigorously
at the end of its two-day
special conclave in
India.

The meeting, attended
by representatives of 15
member-countries of the

UN Security Council and
global counter-terror ex-
perts, adopted the "Delhi
Declaration" listing the
council's priorities in
combating the challenge
of terrorism and terror-
financing.

In the declaration, the
global body expressed
concerns over the in-
creasing use of Internet
and other information
and communications
technologies, including
social media platforms,
for terrorist purposes.

Ahmedabad, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The Gujarat govern-
ment has decided to form a
committee to implement
the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), it said on Saturday.

The decision was taken
at a cabinet meeting which
could be the last meeting
under the present BJP
government as Assembly
elections are expected to
be announced in the state
by the next week.

Gujarat Minister of
State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi and Union min-
ister Parshottam Rupala
informed the reporters
about the decision.

17 YEARS AFTER SERIAL BLASTS

Survivors live with trauma, loss

‘Govt working on providing 10 lakh jobs’

PM Modi addresses at the
Gujarat Rozgar Mela via video

message, in New Delhi.

ISRO successfully
carries out key test
̈ Of its heaviest

rocket's engine

‘B’desh govt committed to safety and
security of Hindu minorities’

Minister of Information of
Bangladesh Muhammad Hasan
Mahmud pays floral tribute to

Bangladeshi politician
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman during the
'Development of Bangladesh'
seminar, in Kolkata, Saturday.

Three held for killing Cong 
corporator’s nephew, burying body

MLA-Poaching In T’gana

Arrest Amit Shah: Sisodia

Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
during a press conference, 

in New Delhi, Saturday.

Guj forms panel for

implementing UCC

Delhi Declaration

UN Security Council for ‘zero
tolerance’ towards terrorism
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Bhilai, Oct 29: BJP
District President Brajesh
Bichpuria on Saturday
visited all the ponds before
Chhath festival and asked
the concerned officials to
complete the cleaning
work of the pond anyhow

by evening. Here it needs a
mention that women
would perform the ritual
of evening Surya Aragya
on October 30. During the
visit Brijesh Bijpuria was
accompanied by Ward
Councilors Mukesh
Agarwal, Priyanka Bhola
Sahu , Chandeshwari

Bandhe, representative of
MP Pramod Singh, Vijay
Shukla, Nitesh Mishra,
Amit Mishra, Ashok Jain,
Pradeep Pandey, Mandal
President Vijay Jaiswal,
Dhaneshwar Sahu, Vicky
Singh, Chumman Sahu,
Saurabh Chatterjee and
other BJP workers.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: A large
number of devotees par-
ticipated in Skandasasthi
Mahayajna at
Skandashram in Hudco.
The fourth day of
Skandasasthi silver ju-
bilee celebrations started
with Vancha Ganpati
Havan, which was con-
ducted for fulfillment of
wishes, crushing all evil
forces and spiritual awak-
ening as well as success in
artistic fields.

Varahi Havan took place
at 08:30 for the destruction
of evil forces and protec-
tion from accidents, pro-
tection from infectious dis-
eases, freedom from fami-
ly tensions, getting perma-
nent jobs and getting or-
ders from government de-
partments.

At 11:00 hrs, Nakshatra

Havan was performed for
attainment of positive
thoughts, life force, self-
confidence and favorable
situations. At 12:15 hrs,
Shri Santan Gopal
Krishna Havan took place,
which was conducted for

getting son, family, avoid-
ing miscarriage, etc. After
Deep Aradhana, Prasad
was distributed among
devotees. In the evening,
the Mahayajna com-
menced with Shri
Dakshinamurthy Havan,

which was conducted to
generate interest in the
pursuit of education and
to improve the memory so
that the desire for higher
studies could be completed
easily.

This was followed by

Shri Sudarshan Havan
which was conducted for
industrial development,
highly successful profit
and relief from labour is-
sues. Shri Shutuni Durga
Havan was conducted for
the removal of Kshetra
Dosha, relief from official
obstacles, removal of ob-
stacles in permanent em-
ployment and praise from
management. After deep
aradhana, Prasad was dis-
tributed among devotees.

On October 30, the cere-
mony will begin with the
Rinhara Ganpati Havan,
which will be conducted to
improve the quality of life
and debt relief. Shri
S u b r a m a n y a
Panchadakshasari Mool
Mantra Havan,
Vadugaraja Kanya
Suhasani Puja and
Vasudhara Havan, etc will
be held.

Bhilai, Oct 29: Cathlab
upgradation work at SAIL-
BSP's JLN Hospital and
RC began on May 27, 2022.
The 100th Angiography
procedure was completed
at JLN Hospital & RC on
October 28, 2022. SAIL
Chairman Soma Mondal,
AK Singh, Director
(Technical), Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) visited the Cathlab.
Detailed information on
Angiography and
Angioplasty procedure
and heart attack was given
by Cardiologists present at
the Cathlab.

Earlier, Cardiologists
used to visit JLN Hospital
and RC from Delhi once or
twice a month. Now, the
system has been upgraded

and Cardiologists from 3
hospitals from Raipur give
their services every week
at JLN Hospital and RC.

SAIL Chairman Soma
Mondal appreciated the
work carried out at

Cathlab and stated that it
is beneficial for BSP em-
ployees, their dependants
and retired employees.
She went to say that it will
be a boon for heart pa-
tients.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Ot 29: Mother's
Market located at Power
House has become a cen-
tre point of providing
quality products. To fur-
ther improve Mother's
Market, Mayor Neeraj Pal
took a meeting of the CO
and officers of National
Urban Livelihood Mission
and took information
about the products being
put up for sale and how to
make it better.

The women giving de-
tails, said that the Market
is catering to the business
requirement of flowers,
bouquets through the
shops, food items through
Garh Kaleva, incense
sticks, phenyl, pickles, pa-

pads, and similar dry
items, all items related to
boutiques, all kinds dry
sweet items, and those re-
lated to domestic needs are
all being put up for sale.

Apart from this, women
have shown amazing skill
and artistry in the home
decorative items. These
products are very popular
and people are reaching
Mother's Market for shop-
ping. It is noteworthy that
MLA Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal had
taken a meeting of offi-
cials for better operation
of Mother's Market.

The formation of a
steering committee to take
Mother's Market towards a
new direction and promot-
ing the products for better

marketing and selecting
them and organizing
training was also dis-
cussed. Women have been
able to find a place for
business through Mother's
Market.

It is worth mentioning
that women are moving to-

wards empowerment and
economic progress by get-
ting employment through
18 shops of Mother's
Market. Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
has also given instructions
to the officers for better
implementation of the

schemes during the re-
view of the works of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission.

The shops in this mar-
ket is decorated and set up
by women. There is also
adequate arrangement of
parking as well as one can
also enjoy Chowpatty.

Those present at the
meeting were MiC mem-
ber and in-charge of pub-
lic works Ekansh Banchor,
personal secretary of the
Mayor Wasim Khan and
personal assistant Gend
Ram Sinha, assistant proj-
ect officer Phanindra
Bose, mission manager
Sheeba Robert and women
of National Urban
Livelihood Mission in
large numbers.

DMC Commissioner
inspects statue site of Dau

Vasudev Chandrakar 
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Bhilai, Oct 29: Under the
auspices of Durg Municipal
Corporation, a special event
will be organised on the
death anniversary of
Congress leader Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar, also
known as Chanakya, in poli-
tics of the undivided Madhya
Pradesh. October 30 is the
death anniversary of
Vasudev Chandrakar and
this year it happens to be the
15th one. In view of this, the
MiC has taken decision to
hold a tribute meeting. The
two hour long programme
will begin at 10:00 hrs at the
statue site at Malviya Nagar
Chowk. The eminent persons
present at the meeting will
throw light on the personali-

ty of Vasudev Chandrakar.
Ahead of the programme,
Durg Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar along with
Health Officer Javed Ali vis-
ited the spot on Saturday and
gave necessary instructions
regarding arrangement
along with the extensive
cleaning of the area. It needs
a mention that on the day of
Hareli festival, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had unveiled the life size stat-
ue of Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar at the Malviya
Nagar Chowk.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: A One
Day Faculty Development
Programme was organ-
ized at St Thomas College,
Bhilai on "Publication in
Quality Journals" with
MoU partner Jaipuria
Institute of Management,
Indore. The FDP was de-
livered by resource per-
son Dr Sahil Singh
Jasrotia, Assistant Dean

of Research from the
partner institution.

During this interactive
session, several aspects
like recognition of re-
puted and authentic
journals, code of con-
duct for writing a re-
search work, publication
ethics, dos and don'ts for
scholastic publication
were thoroughly dis-
cussed.

Earlier Dr MG Roymon,

Principal, St Thomas
College, delivered the wel-
come address and shared
his views on importance
of quality research work
in today's scenario. The
programme was conduct-
ed by S Nidhi, Faculty, PG
Department of
Commerce while the vote
of thanks was proposed
by Dr Suruchi Parkhey,
Assistant Professor, PG
Department of Botany.
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Bhilai, Oct 29: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) and
Airport Authority of India
(AAI) Limited have signed
an Operation and
Management (O & M)
agreement on Saturday in
New Delhi for facilitating
commercial operations
from Rourkela in the state
of Odisha. SAIL, in 2018,
had signed a MOU for use
of its own Airport, under
the UDAN scheme, for op-
eration of commercial
flights.

Now, SAIL has signed
the O&M contract with
AAI, through its Rourkela

Steel Plant, for facilitating
commencement of com-
mercial flight from
Rourkela. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation has provid-
ed financial support for
the up-gradation of this
Airport.

The Government of
Odisha will provide the se-
curity, fire services and
ambulance services be-
sides helping with other
local clearances. AAI, on
behalf of SAIL - Rourkela
Steel Plant, will operate
and manage the airport,
informed a press commu-
nique from the local SAIL
unit- the Bhilai Steel
Plant.

The Airport will provide
relief to all air travellers
from the industrial town
of Rourkela and the sur-
rounding areas. The com-

mencement of air services
is also important in view
of forthcoming Hockey
World Cup where 20 out of
the total 44 matches are
being held at Rourkela
during January 2023. This
global event will witness a
huge footfall to Rourkela
during the period and the
requirement of air con-
nectivity to the city will be
a major necessity for logis-
tical reasons.

SAIL, one of the largest
steel companies in the
country and a 'Maharatna'
CPSE has been actively
participating in the devel-
opment of peripheral
areas around its produc-
tion facilities. This en-
deavour, in the public in-
terest, is likely to boost
economic activities in this
region.

Counselling arrangements to be
made at paddy procurement centres

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29: All neces-
sary preparations are
being closely monitored for
purchase of paddy on sup-
port price from November
01 in Durg district.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired a
meeting with the officials
of Revenue Department,
Food Department and
District Co-operative Bank
to ensure that the prepara-
tions are properly done.

In the meeting, the
Collector asked to set up all
facilities for the farmers
who visit the centre to sell
paddy. He said that a coun-
selling system would also
be made to the farmers so
that they do not face any
problem in the centre.
Often, farmers face prob-
lems due to errors in regis-

tration and entry of
acreage. In such a situation,
to overcome their problem,
they will be provided infor-
mation about the rules in
easy language by the coun-
sellor and the concerned of-
ficers will try their best to
solve their problem. Apart
from this, the Collector
asked the officials to ensure
preparation according to
the check list in all 94 paddy
procurement centers before
the launch of paddy pro-
curement in the Kharif sea-
son 2022-23. The Collector

said that the registered
farmers coming for the sale
of paddy should not face
any problem. Along with
this, there should be no
problem of gunny bags in
the procurement centers
and it will be the responsi-
bility of the concerned offi-
cer to ensure the entry and
review of the paddy pro-
cured daily. Apart from this,
he instructed the nodal offi-
cers of the paddy procure-
ment to conduct continuous
inspection. The Collector
asked the officers to make

arrangements for registra-
tion of old and new farm-
ers, acreage verification,
token system, availability
of gunny bags and pur-
chase of paddy by establish-
ing mutual coordination.
This year also the millers
will directly lift the paddy
procured from the centers.

A meeting will be held
soon with the representa-
tives of the rice miller so
that the paddy is lifted
quickly from the centres.
Along with this, the check
posts will be set up in the
border areas of the district
to check illegal storage and
transportation of paddy.
Similarly, to take action
against Kochiyas and mid-
dlemen and to maintain
law and order, the sub-divi-
sional officers have been
directed to take appropri-
ate actions.

Govt policies encourage people
return towards farming

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 29:
Preparations for procure-
ment of paddy have been
completed in 94 procure-
ment centers of the dis-
trict. One of the nearest
procurement centers from
Durg city is the procure-
ment center of village
Kolihapuri. Detailing
about preparations being
made for the purchase of
paddy, the Managers in-
formed that this year 52
new farmers have been
added to the center.

He said that due to the
encouraging policies of
the government for farm-
ing and due to schemes
like Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, many people
have returned to farming

again. The economic pros-
perity has also attracted
those farmers who had
given up farming. Now
they have started finding
profit again in agriculture.
Apart from this, farmers
are getting a lot of benefits
due to other schemes of
rural development of the
government.

The Manager further in-
formed that every year the
number of farmers is in-
creasing and accordingly
they make a strategy for
the procurement. This
year also arrangements
for gunny bags, stacking
arrangements etc have
been made.

Along with this, on the

instructions of the nodal
officer, they will also en-
sure timely lifting. The
manager stated that they
have worked to improve
the token system in the
procurement centres. All
registers are being main-
tained. Basic facilities for
farmers are available in
the collection centre.

The officials have also
conducted a meeting in
this regard and have ap-
prised about the updated
instructions related to the
purchase. The Manager
added that the nodal offi-
cer appointed for the pur-
chase has also inspected
the collection center and
has been satisfied with the
arrangements. It needs to
be mentioned here that in
addition to Kolihapuri, the
paddy of farmers from
Kasaridih, Pulgaon,
Pisegaon etc is also pro-
cured here.
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Collector chairs meeting of concerned officials p 52 new farmers added
in Kolihapuri center

SAIL & AAI sign agreement for 
facilitating commercial operation 

of Airport at Rourkela
p Under RCS UDAN

scheme

p Ahead of death 
anniversary programme
on October 30

One Day FDP organised 
at St Thomas College

Bhilai Mayor holds meeting with women 
of National Urban Livelihood Mission

100th Angiography procedure 
completed at JLN Hospital & RC

Devotees participate in Skandasasthi Mahayajna Bichpuria inspects 
preparation at ponds
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Raipur, Oct 29:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reviewed the prepa-
rations for paddy procure-
ment today, in a meeting held
at his residence office. He di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to ensure that the
farmers coming to sell paddy
should not have to face any
kind of inconvenience at the
committees and procure-
ment centers. Under the
leadership of the Chief
Secretary, the Secretaries
and Collectors in-charge of
the districts should be ready
to maintain all the arrange-
ments for procurement of
paddy. He said that a meeting
of farmers should be held at
committee-level on
November 1 and planning for
movement/transportation of
paddy should be done at com-
mittee-level in consent with
the farmers. Chief Minister
said that due to unseasonal
rains in many areas of the
state, paddy harvesting has
yet not begun in full swing.
Officials were directed to
sensitize the farmers to
bring the paddy dry, so as to
avoid any kind of inconven-
ience while selling. Chief
Minister said that as per the

guidelines of the
Government of India, the
percentage of moisture in
the paddy procured every
year should be less than 17

percent. This information
should be widely publicized
among the farmers. Chief
Minister has directed the of-
ficials to expedite the regis-

tration of rice mills for
milling of paddy. Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, Secretary to
Chief Minister Siddharth
Komal Singh Pardeshi,
Finance Secretary
Alarmelmangai D, Secretary
to Chief Minister DD Singh,
Food Secretary Topeshwar
Verma, Deputy Secretary to
Chief Minister Soumya
Chaurasia and other officers
were present at the meeting.

In the meeting held today,
Chief Minister reviewed in
detail the status of farmers’
registration, gunny bag
arrangements, preparations
for transportation of paddy,
preparations made in collec-
tion centers and the status of
registration of mills. It was
informed in the meeting
that the arrangements for
transportation of paddy
have been completed. DMO,
Assistant Accounts Officer
and Field Assistant have
been appointed in all the five
newly-formed districts.
Chief Minister directed that
the check posts on the inter-
state borders should be
alerted to prevent the illegal
transportation of paddy
from the bordering states.

Make it convenient for the farmers to
sell paddy at support price: Baghel

Check posts on inter-state borders should be alerted to prevent the illegal transportation of paddy

Road construction work be completed with strict
adherence to quality standards

Baghel also chaired a review meeting of the Public Works
Department. He directed the officials concerned to complete the
ongoing road constructions works at the earliest while strictly adher-
ing to the quality standards. Chief Minister said that there is no
dearth of budget for road repairs. So far, road construction works
worth nearly Rs 1,000 crore have been completed in the state. The
construction work of other roads is underway on a war footing. Chief
Minister said that the patchwork roads should be repaired on priority.
He instructed the Collectors to monitor the repairing work of dilapi-
dated roads. It was informed in the meeting that the Chhattisgarh
Road and Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited has set a
target of completing 165 construction works of roads and bridges by
December 2022, 180 works by March 2023, 99 works by June 2023, 39
works by July 2023. In this way, a total of 483 roads and bridge con-
struction works are to be completed by July 2023. 

Raipur, Oct 29:

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
on Saturday raised question on
significance of organizing
Tribal Dance festival stating
that the tribal community are
agitated against the state gov-
ernment over the decrease of
reservations to them from pre-
vailing 32% to 20% following re-
cent High Court verdict.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at BJP office situated at
Ekatma Parishar, the BJP
General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap claimed that the trib-
als have announced to boycott
the scheduled Dance Festival
being organized to celebrate the
Foundation Day event. On
grounds of reported anguish
against the state government
over the reservation, the BJP

leader asked for whom the state
government is organizing
Dance Festival as the entire 32%
tribals are come up with the
protest. He reiterated that the
tribal reservation of 32% has
been reduced due to negli-
gence on part of the state gov-

ernment as it had not put up
the fact during the hearing in
High Court. BJP leader said
that the tribals would continue
to fight for the rights of tribals
and would keep on holding
demonstration till the 32%
reservation is restored.

BJP raises question over organizing Tribal Dance festival

Diwali Milan programme by Sewa Welfare Samiti
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::  

Sewa Welfare Samiti organ-
ised the Diwali Milan pro-
gramme for needy children
and women on October 22 at
Bhanpuri, Raipur. Sewa
Welfare Samiti, President
Manish Tikariha said that
sweets, fruits and crackers
were distributed to more than
50 childrens. On the occasion

‘Sua Dance’ was performed by
the women and children of
Bhanpuri area which was
much appreciated. Sewa
Welfare Samiti President,
Manish Tikariha, General
Secretary Devendra
Chandrakar, Praveen Tikariha,
Patron Dilip Singh, KL Sahu,
Lalit Sahu, Bhanpuri incharge
Mr Lucky were present to make
the event successful.

Bemetara, Oct 29:  

Under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojna, the work of
water catchment is
being conducted in the
new project  Dehri
Nala and Hardas Nala
approved in the devel-
opment block Saja.
Under this project,
from 28 October to 1
November, a total of 5
days educational tour
cum training of the
chair men and mem-
bers of the Watershed

Committee, to observe
the structures built
under water conserva-
tion, water conserva-
tion and active self -
help g roups of
Ralegan Siddhi Hirwe
market of
Maharashtra state.
Huh. Under which, on
Friday 28 October, the
Collectorate was
flagged of f by
Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla and
Deputy Director
Ag riculture cum
Project Manager.
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Raipur, Oct 29: 

R a s h t r i y a
Swayamsevak Sangh chief
Mohan Bhagwat is on two-
day visit to Chhattisgarh
on November 14 and 15. As
per information received
from Sangh sources,
Bhagwat will attend the
programs to be held in
Jashpur on November 14
and Ambikapur on
November 15. On
November 14, Bhagwat
will unveil the statue of
BJP leader Dilip Singh
Judev in Jashpur. After
this, on November 15, he
will attend the najor pro-
gram of the  Sangh in
Ambikapur. Here a large
number of volunteers will
gather from all over the
state in the uniform of the
Sangh. Union members
can also reach from other
states. Two months ago,
Bhagwat held an impor-
tant meeting of the organi-
sations associated with the

Sangh, staying in Raipur
for about a week. The pro-
gram is being organised
by Van Vasi Kalyan
Ashram in Jashpur.
Especially the Judeo fami-
ly will also be present in
this program. Sangh chief
will address the people of
the tribal community.
After this, there is a pro-
gram of gathering the vol-
unteers of the Sangh in
Ambikapur program the
next day. Senior leaders as-

sociated with BJP are also
reported to be participate
in this program. Tribal
Pride Day is celebrated on
this day in the country.

The unveiling of the
statue of Dilip Singh
Judeo has been stalled for
the past 9 years. This time
this work is being  com-
pleted. The Judeo family is
associated with the BJP
and their influence is con-
sidered throughout the re-
gion. Dilip Singh Judeo is

known for the Ghar Wapsi
(return of Christian-
turned-tribals to
Hinduism) in this area.
Now son Prabal Pratap is
also associated with this
campaign in this area. The
Sangh has also been fully
supportive of Ghar Wapsi
programmes. In such a sit-
uation, this visit of
Bhagwat in a tribal area
like Jashpur can give em-
phasis to the campaign of
Hindutva and conversion
which will obviously have
a political impact in terms
of the upcoming elections.

Bhagwat will stay in
Ambikapur on November
15. Last year, the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center had
approved the celebration
of ‘Tribal Pride Day’ on
November 15 as a part of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations on
the birth anniversary of
eminent tribal freedom
fighter and leader Birsa
Munda.

Mohan Bhagwat on two-day
visit to state on Nov14-15

Will unveil the statue of Dilip Singh Judeo

Bemetara, Oct 29:

J a g a t g u r u
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati attended the in-
auguration ceremony of
Parshuram Chowk under
Bemetara, Municipality
area as the chief guest.
On the first arrival of
Shankaracharya ji,
Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari, State
President Sarva Brahmin
Samaj Lalit Mishra,
District President Sarva
Brahmin Samaj Jitendra
Shukla, Vice President
Sarva Brahmin Samaj
Lekhmani Pandey, under
the leadership of Vipra
Jan, people of all society
accorded  a grand wel-
come to him .

A procession was taken
out from the Bemetara
MLA office and riding on
a chariot decorated with
flowers, the procession
reached Parashuram

Chowk via Signal Chowk.
During this, artists were
presenting a beautiful
Chhattisgarhi traditional
dance. Hundreds of peo-
ple from all communities
participated in the
Shobha Yatra and it was
welcomed everywhere.

At the Old Bus Stand of
the city, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari and his
supporters welcomed him
with flower petals on the
Shobha Yatra. After be-
coming the
Shankaracharya of
Jyotish Peeth, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati on his arrival
at Bemetara for the first
time said that Goddess

Bhadrakali has a Holy
land. Therefore, happi-
ness spreads in the mind.
He said that Goddess
Bhagwati is worshiped in
Shri Math, she has come
from the place of Goddess
to the place of Goddess.

Chief Guest inaugu-
rates the Chowk:

The ceremony began
with the worship of Lord
Parashurama. After this,
the chief guest inaugurat-

ed Parshuram Chowk
and unveiled the idol of
Lord Parashuram in the
presence of Vipra people.
During this Shakuntala
Mangat Sahu President
Municipality, Panchu
Sahu Vice President
Municipality, Avinash
Tiwari, Rajkumar Dubey,
Yogesh Mishra
Thaneshwar Dewan,
Bharat Dewan, Jeev Dhan
Tiwari, Srijan Dewan,

Manoj Sharma, Sajni
Yadav, Shivam Tiwari,
Ankur Tiwari and
Viprajan were present. .

MLA and farmer leader
took blessings of
Shankaracharya by wor-
shiping paduka

On this occasion,
Bemetara MLA received
the blessings of family
Shankaracharya Swami
Shri 1008
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati Maharaj by
performing ‘padukapu-
jan’ on his arrival at his
residence. On this occa-
sion, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari offered
prayers to
Shankaracharya ji and
bowed to his feet. The
farmer leader said that
S w a m i
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati Maharaj is a
block scholar of Vedas
and Puranas and has al-
ways benefited from the
association of Jagatguru
Shankaracharya.

Denizens accord grand welcome to Shankaracharyaji
 On his maiden

arrival at 
Bemetara

 At the inauguration
of Parashuram
Chowk

Educational tour of water catchment committee

Raipur, Oct 29: 

With the end of Diwali
festival, the cold wave has
started increasing in the
state. On Friday, the mini-
mum temperature of
Ambikapur reached 14.3
degree Celsius. At the
same time, the minimum
temperature in Raipur
was 18.7 degrees Celsius,
which is one degree
Celsius below normal. The
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said that due
to the effect of cold waves
coming from the north,
now the cold waves will in-
crease further exacerbat-
ing the chilly conditions.
Also, the minimum tem-
perature will drop further
in the coming days.
Kawardha recorded the
highest minimum temper-
ature of 11.8 degree
Celsius. In addition to this
the cold waves has in-
creased further in the
outer areas at night.

Meteorologist HP
Chandra said that dry and
cold waves are coming in
the state from the north.
Due to this, the weather
will be dry now and the
sky will be clear. Along
with this, the minimum
temperature will further
drop in the state. With the
onset of winter, the mar-
ket of warm clothes has

started decorating in vari-
ous areas including
Pandri, Motibagh,
Santoshinagar and
Amapara. Along with this,
the stock of woolen
clothes is also coming. It is
being told that the prices
of hot clothes have in-
creased by up to 10 percent
this year as compared to
last year.

Cold wave prevails in state, min temp
reaches 11.8 degree in Kawardha

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2299::

Chhattisgarh Government’s
ambitious Godhan Nyay
Yojana has become a prece-
dent for the nation and the
world. Chhattisgarh’s Godhan
Nyay Yojana is being praised
as a successful and strong
scheme in the field of agricul-
ture in our country. The inces-
sant purchase of cow dung in
villages and continuous
improvement and use of
organic manure are encourag-
ing organic farming in the
state. 

The Godhan Nyaya Yojana
has achieved all the important
goals in a short time that it
had set out to achieve during
its inception. This scheme has
resulted in happiness and
prosperity in villages. 

Godhan Nyay Yojana, the
pride of Chhattisgarh, is gar-
nering praise nationwide. The
Standing Agriculture
Committee of the Parliament
has praised the scheme and
requested the implementation
of the scheme throughout the
nation. 

Under the Godhan Nyay
Yojana in the last 2 and a
quarter years, 87.28 lakh
Quintal of cow dung has been
purchased from livestock
farmers and villagers, which
is being used for the manufac-
ture of organic manure and
other items in Gauthans by
Women Self-help groups. 

So far, cow dung dealers
have received a payment of
Rs. 174.56 crores in exchange
for the purchased cow dung.
This cow dung has been used
by women self-help groups in
Gauthans to produce 24 lakh
Quintals of vermicompost,
super compost, and super
compost plus, out of which 20
lakh Quintals of compost
manure has been used by

farmers in their fields. This
has encouraged organic farm-
ing in the state.  The Godhan
Nyay Yojana started in
Chhattisgarh on 20 July 20202
on the occasion of the Hareli
festival. Under this scheme,
till March 2021, i.e. within 9
months, 45.81 lakh Quintals of
cow dung was purchased,
which was used to manufac-
ture vermicompost succes-
sively. In the year 2021-22,
21.28 lakh Quintals cow dung
was purchased in the state.
Regular monitoring of the
scheme and the portal has
resulted in the hike of regis-
tered cow dung dealers in the
state. The number of regis-
tered cow dung dealers
increased from 2,45,831 in
2020-21 to 3,12,647 in 2021-
22, thus benefitting cow dung
dealers directly. 

Regular monitoring and
supervision have led to an
increase in the number of cow
dung dealers to 2,93,496 in
the year 2022-23 and cow
dung is being purchased con-
tinuously. During the first six
months of the current year,
21.81 lakh Quintals of cow
dung have been purchased,
which is expected to double
by the end of the year. 

The officers connected to
the Godhan Nyaya Yojana
have said that the purchase of
cow dung is being carried out
with complete transparency in

the state. The facility for the
proper and secure storage of
the purchased cow dung is
also available in the
Gauthans. The news of 2 thou-
sand Quintals of cow dung
being flushed away in Bijapur
has surfaced. Along with the
regular monitoring of the
implementation of the
Godhan Nyay Yojana, com-
plaints are being resolved
promptly as well. Resolution
of complaints regarding the
scheme in Bilaspur and
Dhamtari districts has been
done. The case involving the
sale of 6400 Quintals of cow
dung by farmers owning two
bulls, purchasing cow dung
from neighboring regions, and
paying money worth lakhs
without the purchase of cow
dung is baseless. 

The officers also said that
in the year 2020-21, 1,14,603
Quintals of cow dung were
purchased in the Gariyaband
district and 77,147 Quintals of
cow dung were used to manu-
facture manure. Similarly, in
the districts, Surajpur and
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi ,
93870 and 119024 Quintals of
cow dung were purchased
respectively. In the two dis-
tricts, respectively 68,524 and
46,384 Quintals of cow dung
were used to produce manure. 

The production of vermi-
compost is a continuous
process that is influenced by
the amount of purchased cow
dung in Gauthans, the rate of
compost manufacture, and
the weather. 

So far, 138384 Quintals of
cow dung have been provided
to women self-help groups in
the Sarguja district for the
manufacture of vermicom-
post, from which 57248
Quintals of Vermicompost
have been produced, compris-
ing 48 percent. 

Bemetara, Oct 29: 

The district adminis-
tration has started prepa-
rations for the purchase
of paddy on support price
starting from November
1. On Thursday Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla
took a joint meeting of
the nodal officers of the
paddy procurement cen-
ters in connection with
the purchase of paddy in
the district panchayat
meeting room.

In the meeting, the
Collector gave necessary
instructions regarding
registration of farmers,
issue of tokens to farm-
ers, availability of gunny
bags, arrangement of
phad platform, generator,

dunnage system, tarpau-
lin to avoid rain etc. The
Collector instructed the
officers to do physical
verification of human re-
sources, hygrometer
equipment, distribution
of weight in the procure-
ment center, drinking
water power system, cap
cover etc. in the procure-
ment centres.

The Collector said that
the land for the paddy
procurement center
should not have a low pit,
in which the situation of
paddy stored in the event
of untimely rains should
not be created. It was in-
formed in the meeting
that 805 bales of PDS

gunny bags have been
sent to 70 procurement
centers and 2450 bags of
new gunny bags to 49 pro-
curement centers by the
District Marketing
Officer. At the end of
every week, on Saturday,
the procurement center
wise review of gunny
bags used in paddy pro-
curement will be done in
the coming week so that
there is no disruption in
the purchase.

The Collector asked the
Tehsildars to take regular
information about
measles, keep the list of
paddy procurement cen-
ters in his knowledge and
instructed not to procure

paddy from any govern-
ment area of the village.
He said that farmers
should not have to wan-
der for their registra-
tion, take this work on
priority. He said that the
work of buying paddy on
support price is included
in the top priority of the
government, the farmers
coming for the sale of
paddy should not face
any kind of problem.

This year a target of 7
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been set in the
district. Collector
Shukla said that for
quality procurement of
paddy, it is necessary
that the paddy should be

purchased only after
stacking it. In view of
the average number of
farmers, tokens are to be
issued in paddy pur-
chase. Keeping in view
the supply situation,
first of all, farmers will
ensure to make gunny
bags, then plastic gunny
bags, then old and new
gunny bags.

The complete conven-
ience of the farmers
should be taken care of
in the purchase of paddy.
They should feel good at
the time of selling paddy.
For the convenience of
the farmers, arrange-
ment of meeting
arrangements and
drinking water should
be made mandatory.
Paddy should not be
staked without dunnage
under any circum-
stances. Officials of
Agriculture, Co-opera-
tive, Food, Markfed,
Civil Supplies
Corporation were pres-
ent in the meeting. ,

Paddy purchased on minimum support price from Nov 1
 Paddy will be pur-

chased in 123 centers

of 102 cooperative

societies of the district 

 Collector took meeting

of nodal officers

Ch’garh govt’s Godhan Nyay
Yojana becomes a precedent

 Cow dung is being 

purchased incessantly

from cattle ranchers 

in the state

 Villagers received a medi-

um of employment and

extra wages

 Livestock rearing and

organic farming are being

encouraged in the state

Raipur, Oct 29: 

Two days workshop on
POCSO Act 2012 was con-
ducted at Shree Shankara
Sen. Sec. School on
October 28-29. Dr. Jaya
Vasudevan (Dean, UG Law,
Controller of
Examination, HNLU, Naya
Raipur ) and Ms. Parvati
Nambiar (Law Aspirant,
HNLU, Naya Raipur) were
the resource person.
Whole Staff and students
have attended the work-
shop and were guided
about it. Both the resource
person has reiterated the

importance of the role
played by educators in the
safety and security of chil-
dren. The teachers were
also made aware about the
various forms of sexual
harassment that are often
overlooked. This work-
shop also provided infor-
mation to all the teachers
and students on various
preventive steps to be un-
dertaken for identifying
signs of abuse and the rel-
evance of POCSO Act.

Resource persons havee-
ducated the participants
on the importance of
knowing these laws – The

Child Rights – Right to
Survival, Protection,
Development, and
Participation, Juvenile
Justice Act and POCSO
ACT – 2012 for prevention
of Child Sexual Abuse and
understand both psycho-
logical and legal implica-
tions of the Act. Session
was  graced by President,
Adv. B. Gopa Kumar,
Treasurer, Mr. K
Vishambharan Nair, Joint
Treasurer, Mr. Manmohan
Pillai, Principal Dr. (Mrs.)
Nitee Singh Yaduvanshi
and Vice Principal Mrs.
Ritu Choudhary.

Workshop on POCSO Act 2012
at Shree Shankara School

National Unity Day
will be celebrated
on Oct 31 October 

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  OOcctt  2299:: Under the
chairmanship of Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla, a meet-
ing of officers was organized in
connection with the organiza-
tion of National Unity
Sadbhavna Diwas in the Disha
Sabha Hall of the Collectorate
on Friday. The Collector was
informed that instructions have
been given by the government to
celebrate National Unity Day on
October 31 on the occasion of
birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. National
Unity Day will be celebrated in
the entire district.  On the occa-
sion of Sadbhavna Diwas, unity
run will be organized in urban
and rural areas at 7 am. In
Bemetara, Sadbhavna Run will
be organized from Jai Stambh
Chowk to Parshuram Chowk,
Pratap Chowk to Bharat Mata
Chowk to Jai Stambh Chowk. In
which class 9th to 12th, college
students, girl students, scout
guides, NCC, city army person-
nel, members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, local public repre-
sentatives, sarpanch, officers,
employees including panch will
be included. The Collector
instructed the concerned officer
to provide medical facilities
including cleanliness, water,
traffic and cleanliness of Jai
Stambh Chowk.
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Oct 29: As per
instructions by the
Collector Richa Prakash
Choudhary, in order to
spruce up the health insti-
tutions and to provide bet-

ter health services to peo-
ple, the health centres are
being regularly moni-
tored.

CHMO Dr Prabhat
Chandra Prabhakar con-
ducted inspection of PHC
Kodmar, Aamadanda and
Navagaon on Friday. He
gave instructions to all the
doctors, medical staff and
rural health assistants to

come to PHCs well on time
and provide best of the
health services to general
public. Apart from this he
also asked to ensure prop-
er cleaning in the hospital
premises and ensure prop-
er disposal of bio-medical
waste and its manage-
ment. During this inspec-
tion Block Medical officer
Pendra Dr AI Minj, and
Block Prog Manager
Arvind Soni were also
present.
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Bilaspur, Oct 28:
Divisional Commissioner
Bilaspur Dr Sanajy Alang
under the annual inspec-
tion of roaster and strength-
ening of revenue adminis-
tration in newly formed
Sarangarh- Bhilaigarh dis-
trict, conducted surprise in-
spection of SDM and
Tehsil's office in Bhilaigarh
and Bhatgaon Tehsil office
and during which Collector
D Rahul Venkat was also
present.

Divisional Commissioner

Dr Alang inspecting
all the revenue and
land records in the
Tehsil office took in-
formation about the
pending cases related
to controversial, mu-
tation, division, de-
marcation of land and
those sorted out and
gave instructions to
solve the pending
cases withini the time limit.
During this he checked the
the presence register, serv-
ice book and record room,
WVN, 'Mal-Jamdar', 'Nakal
branch', 'Nayab Nazir', rev-
enue court, 'reader branch',
'Kanungo branch', 'Najarat
branch' and registers of
other branches and directed
the concerned to update the
registers in each branch.

Further the Divisional

Commissioner also took in-
formation about the maps
updating work, digital sig-
nature, map, 'Khasara', B-1
copies. During inspection
he also took information
about 'income register', is-
suing of Notice and gave
necessary instructions to
the Tehsildar.

On this occasion he gave
instructions to work upon
mission mode for updation

of maps and other records.
On asking about the inspec-
tion by the journalists in
Bhilaigarh, Dr Alang in-
formed that this inspection
is being carried out as part
of annual inspection and
strengthening of revenue
administrative work proce-
dure, so that the farmers do
not face any problems in
selling of their paddy.

During this he also held
talks with the parties and
advocates and took infor-
mation about work of the
tehsil office. On this ocac-
sion ADM Nishtha Pandey
Tiwari, Jt. Collector Dr
Singdha Tiwari, SDM
Sarangarh Monika Verma,
SDM Bhilaigarh KL Sori
and other Tehsildar and
Revenue officers were
present.

Divisional Comm directs to 
update land, revenue records

Rajyotsava should be celebrated
with enthusiasm: Collector
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Koriya, Oct 29: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh gave necessary
guidelines on the prepara-
tions for Rajyotsava in the
weekly deadline meeting
here and said that a one-
day Rajyotsava program is
to be organized in the dis-
trict as per the instruc-
tions of the government.

The district level
Rajyotsava program
should be celebrated with
dignity and attractiveness,
wherein live models of
government schemes and
programs should be dis-
played on departmental
stalls so that the general
public can get complete in-

formation about the
schemes.

The Collector, after re-
viewing the preparations
for the upcoming paddy

procurement, also gave in-
structions to ensure
CCTV for all facilities and
security in the procure-
ment centers and took in-

formation from the Food
Officer about the procure-
ment centers and commit-
tees.

The Collector also dis-
cussed in detail the estab-
lishment of Rural
Industrial Park and said
that the government's am-
bitious plan to strengthen
the rural economy should
be ensured through the ac-
tion plan of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Industrial
Park and should be imple-
mented on the ground at
the earliest.

CEO District Panchayat
Namrata Jain, Joint
Collector Anil Sidar, SDM
and district level officers
were present in the 
meeting.
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Kotmi, Oct 29: The elec-
tricity department has
once again started the
campaign of power cut of
those who have not
cleared their electricity
bills and in this context
the department's employ-
ees are visiting door-to-
door and snapping off
power connection of de-
faulters of electricity
bill.

On occasion of
Dussehra and 'Navami'
on Oct 7, the long relax-
ation given to the default-
ers came to an end. The

Senior Engineer
Kotmikala Power
Distribution Centre
under Pendra Road divi-
sion Meena Kanwar
launched a campaign to
cut-off the connection of
high power bill default-
ers in different villages of
Kotmi power distribu-
tion centres.

In this the employees of
the Power Distribution
Department apprised
consumers about the im-
portant scheme of 'half-
electricity' bill for con-
sumption upto 400 units
as launched by the state
government.

Under the campaign, a
total of Rs 40000 was re-
covered from 8 power
consumers who have not
paid their electricity bills
earlier and connection of
10 others were snapped
off for failing to pay their

outstanding electricity
bills.

These customers even
refused to pay the out-
standing amount in in-
stallment to the
Department. Senior
Engineer Kotmi Power
Distribution Centre
Meena Knwar and staff
assistant Lineman Dev
Kumar Mandava, KK
Netam, Jagdish Sarota
were present in this ac-
tion.

Meena Kanwar in-
formed that they in-
formed the power con-
sumers with outstanding
power bill of Rs 2000 and
above by issuing them
notice twice and even if
they do not pay the bills,
then their power connec-
tion is snapped off after
approaching them per-
sonally for clearing their
outstanding bills.

Sports competitions 
should be organised at 

rural level: Kashyap
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Bhond, Oct 29: At the
conclusion of the
'Kabaddi' competition held
in Gram Panchayat
Churavand under Bastar
block, Janpad Panchayat
member Nilay Kashyap
was the chief guest. The
frist prize of Rs 20001 was
presented to Yodha Bastar

team; second prize of Rs
10001 to Vishrampuri team
and third prize of Rs 2501
to Belgaon team and
fourth prize of Rs 1051 to
another team.

On this occasion Nilay
Kashyap in his address
said that such competi-
tions should be organised
in rural areas in order to
tap budding players, so
that the players can exhib-
it their talent at district
and state-level and bring
laurels to their village.

To organise such compe-

titions, he assured full as-
sistance from regional
MLA Chandan Kashyap
and self. On this occasion
YC block President Anil
Baghel, social media
MLA's rep Dharma Padhi,
Balsingh Thakur,
Sarpanch Sukhbati
Kashyap, Hemchand
Kashyap, Deenbandhu
Poyam, Khemraj Patel,
Ramnath Baghel, Mangal
Poyam, Dayaram, Kamo
Ram, Laxminath Kashyap,
Shobharam Poyam and
others were present.

Farewell to pass out batch

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 29:
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce
under Chouksey Group of
Colleges organized the con-
vocation ceremony of the
students passed in B. Com.,
B. Sc, and P.G.D.C.A. in the
session 2021-22, on 29
October 2022 in the main
building, Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium
of the Choksey Group of
Colleges.

The programme started
by garlanding the picture
of Mata Saraswati. The
chief guest of the pro-
gramme, M.D. of
Chouksey Group of
Colleges Shri Ashish
Jaiswal ji, in his address,
gave guidance to the stu-
dents to be disciplined in
life, to earn special abilities
in the course, and to build
their bright future, as well
as wished them well to
move forward and succeed
in new life.

Dr. Mantosh Sinha, the
principal of the college
presiding over the pro-
gramme, in his remarks,
gave a message to the stu-
dents to be ready for their
goals in new life and to be
focused in education.

The convener of the pro-
gramme, Ashutosh Pandey,
Registrar, Chouksey
College of Science and
Commerce Provided guid-
ance to the students to
focus on their careers with
the facilities available in

the college, new courses
and inspired them to get
employment-oriented edu-
cation in the future.

V.S. Kharshan, Training
and placement officer,
Chouksey Group of
Colleges shows the path for
best career opportunities
and fulfilling student's
goal.

On the basis of the
achievements of the alum-
ni in the program, the
award for the best student
and student in the college

(Abhijeet Tandon
Commerce, Ramnewaj
Science and Kalpana Patel
PGDCA) was given by Mr.

Ashish Jaiswal, MD of
the institute. Various
sports and cultural activi-
ties were organized by the
students in the program
and prizes were distributed
to the winners by the
Hon'ble Managing
Director.

The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Abhishek
Agrawal (Head of the
Department, Faculty of
Arts) and the vote of
thanks was delivered by
Mr. Saurabh Singh
Banafar, Head of the
Department of Commerce,
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce.

Officers of the Chouksey
Group of Colleges attended
the program as well as all
the teachers, staff and a
large number of students
of the Chouksey college of
Science and Commerce
were also present.
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At Chouksey College of Science and Commerce

p Bastar team emerges
champion in Kabaddi
competition

p Of electricity bills
from Kotmi Power
Distribution centre

p Power connection of
10 others snapped off

p Conducts annual
inspection of newly
formed Sarangarh-
Bhilaigarh District 

Cash of 40000 recovered from defaulters

CHMO conducts surprise
inspection of PHCs
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Kharora, Oct 29: The fes-
tival of 'Dhanteras' was ob-
served last on Saturday in
different villages of the
tehsil with great enthusi-
asm. The devotees offered
prayers to Lord
Dhanwantari and sought
blessings for good health
and peace and prosperity of
all. On this occasion 13
'earthen diyas' were lighted
up and prayers were per-
formed. With 'diyas' lit in
all the houses, illuminated
the entire region with
sparkling natural lights.

Sarikab Verma informed
that the festival of
'Dhanteras' brings prosperi-
ty in the lives of every per-
son. It is by offering prayers
and obeisance to Lord
Dhanwantari that blessings
are sought for good health
and happiness for all. It is
by placing 13 'diyas' on the
'pidha' along with coconut

fruit, incense stick and
'prasad' that prayers are
performed by all the family
and slogans in favour of
Lord Dhanwantari are

raised. On this occasion
there is lot of enthusiasm
in lives of all and walls and
paints shine with new
paints and white-wash.

‘Dhanteras’ celebrated 
with religious fervour

p In GPM district

Unity Run by
NYK on Oct 31

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Oct 29: As
per instructions by the
GoI Youth Programme
and Sports Ministry,
every year on occasion
of birth anniversary
of Srdar Vallabh Bhai
Patel on Oct 31 is ob-
served as National
Unity Dayt. Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel
was known for his pa-
triotism, firm will and
confidence and
courage.

N a t o i n a l
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee (NIC) will
be holding 75000 Unity
Runs on Oct 31 all over
India from 7:00 am to
9:00 am and in this

from every district 100
'U nity Run' can take
part.

On this day, cycle
and Bike rally too will
be organised and to
make this programme
successful, Nehru
Yuwa Kendra (NYK)
and NSS workers will
give active participa-
tion. This Unity Run
will be organised joint-
ly by the Higher
E d u c a t i o n
Department and
School Education de-
partment.

Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary
has given instructions
to all the concerned
departments to make
this Unity Run of Oct
31 successful.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30,  2022

CHHATH PUJA PURCHASE

Women buy puja material for the ‘Chhath Puja’ festivities, in Noida, Saturday. 

TRIBUTE TO VICTIMS

Family members and relatives of victims of the 2005 Delhi serial blasts pay tribute at a memorial in Sarojini Nagar,
New Delhi, Saturday. 

BRIEF

Lifer
Mathura: A fast court
here has sent a man to
life imprisonment for
killing a lady doctor
over four years ago, an
official said here on
Saturday. Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Neeru Sharma
on Friday also im-
posed a fine of Rs
10,000 on Ravindra
after convicting him
for the murder.

Drone
Ferozepur: A drone
from Pakistan was
spotted close to the in-
ternational border
here, said officials on
Saturday. The un-
manned aerial vehicle
flew back to Pakistan
after the Border
Security Force troops
fired at it, they said.
The BSF personnel
fired at least 18 rounds
towards the drone,
they said. A search op-
eration is underway,
they said.

Deliver
Alipurduar: Indian
Railways has deliv-
ered its first consign-
ment of goods to
Bhutan through a
multi-modal route, of-
ficials said on
Saturday. Seventy-five
utility vehicles bought
by Bhutan were trans-
ported from Chennai
to Hasimara Railway
Station in West
Bengal by a goods
train.

Fire
Mumbai: A blaze
broke out at a soap fac-
tory in Boisar area of
Maharashtra’s
Palghar district on
Saturday and no casu-
alties were reported in
the incident, police
said. The fire erupted
in the factory around
3.30 pm, following
which the fire brigade
and local police 
were alerted, an 
official said.

Judicial custody
Asansol (WB): A spe-
cial CBI court here on
Saturday rejected the
bail plea of TMC
leader Anubrata
Mondal in a cattle
smuggling case and
extended his judicial
custody for 14 days till
November 11.
Claiming that Mondal
was unwell and need-
ed proper treatment,
his lawyers had
moved the bail plea.

Murder
Muzaffarnagar: A
40-year-old woman
was found murdered
in a sugarcane field on
Saturday, with her
family members alleg-
ing that she was gan-
graped before being
killed. Shamli
Superintendent of
Police Abhishek
Kumar told reporters
that on the complaint
of family members of
the woman, a case has
been registered
against four people,
identified as
Shantanu, Sonu, Ravi
and Roopchand. The
accused are abscond-
ing.

Family members wail after a
6-year-old girl was killed

when a building collapsed at
Becon Ganj area in Kanpur,

Saturday.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The need for addressing
environmental concerns
has been an integral part
of Modi government’s pol-
icy, Minister of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri has said.

He was speaking at a
summit ‘The Leaders for
Inclusive and Progressive
Change’ organised by
ILead Global Foundation
to celebrate Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav on
Friday. Delegates from 11
countries, renowned
think tanks, academic or-
ganisations and universi-
ties participated in the
summit. “The need to ad-
dress environmental con-
cerns has been an integral
part of govt policy. From
announcing an
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
SolarAlliance in 2015 to
the #PanchAmrit strategy
in 2021, PM Modi Ji laid
out a roadmap for India’s

energy transition from
the day he assumed of-
fice,” Puri later said on
Twitter.

Minister of State for
Defence and Tourism Ajay
Bhatt spoke on “India, the
Cultural Centre of the
World”.

He also threw light on
India’s cultural and his-
torical lineage and empha-
sized how the country
propagates the concept of
the whole world as a fami-

ly. A visit to the Prime
Ministers’ Museum was
organised for the foreign
delegates to portray the
political and cultural her-
itage of post-independent
India.

An interactive session
was organised for the at-
tendees with MP and na-
tional president of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha Tejaswi Surya on
“India@75” during which
he spoke about how
India’s role in the “Asian
Century” is evolving and
expanding.

He also emphasised
India’s evolving relation-
ship with new geogra-
phies and its engagements
with new domains of glob-
al governance.

In the first session, BJP
vice president Baijayant
Jay Panda addressed the
summit on
“Multilateralism and
Youth” as a keynote
speaker.

‘Modi Govt addresses
environmental concerns’

Hardeep Singh Puri

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI):
Amid worsening pollution
levels in Delhi, the Centre’s
air quality panel Saturday
directed authorities in the
National Capital Region to
implement curbs such as a
ban on construction and
demolition activities under
the Graded Response
Action Plan stage III. The
restrictions will not be ap-
plicable on essential proj-
ects concerning national
security, defence, railways
and metro rail among oth-
ers. Mining activities will
also not be allowed in the
region. The Commission
for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) fur-
ther said states might im-
pose restrictions on the
plying of BS III petrol and
BS IV diesel four-wheelers
in the NCR considering the
worsening air quality. This
direction is non-binding on

authorities. The ban on
construction activities is
likely to affect housing
projects in Noida,
Ghaziabad, Gurugram and
other areas. Delhi’s 24-hour
average air quality index
stood at 397 at 4 pm, the
worst since January. It was
354 on Thursday, 271 on
Wednesday, 302 on Tuesday
and 312 on Monday
(Diwali). GRAP is a set of
anti-air pollution measures

followed in the capital and
its vicinity according to the
severity of the situation. It
classifies the air quality in
the Delhi-NCR under four
different stages: Stage I -
‘Poor’ (AQI 201-300); Stage
II - ‘Very Poor’ (AQI 301-
400); Stage III - ‘Severe’
(AQI 401-450); and Stage IV -
‘Severe Plus’ (AQI >450). At
an emergency meeting on
Saturday evening, the sub-
committee of the commis-
sion noted that due to un-
favourable meteorological
conditions and a sudden
spike in incidents of farm
fire, “it is considered neces-
sary to implement Stage III
of GRAP with immediate
effect in the entire NCR’’.
Under stage III, the author-
ities have been asked to en-
force a strict ban on con-
struction and demolition
activities in the NCR, ex-
cept for essential projects
and non-polluting activi-
ties such as plumbing, car-
pentry, interior decoration
and electrical works.

Construction activities
banned in Delhi-NCR 

An elderly person wearing
a mask walks at Anand

Vihar amid smog, in New
Delhi, Saturday.

 As air quality nears
‘severe’ category

Mohali, Oct 29 (PTI):

Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan on Saturday ex-
horted farmers not to
burn stubble so as to keep
the environment clean and
pollution free.

He was addressing a
gathering here in an event
in which 150 progressive
farmers from across the
state were honoured for
not setting the crop
residue on fire for the last
five years, according to an
official release here.

Sandhwan said crop
residue burning causes
damage to other microor-
ganisms present in the
upper layer of the soil as
well as its organic quality.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Environment
Minister Gurmeet Singh
Meet Hayer said it is a
matter of happiness that
farmers are giving up
stubble burning practice.

Due to pollution, not
only the lungs are dam-

aged, many other type of
health diseases affect the
human being, he stated.

Hayer appealed to pro-
gressive farmers to spread
the message of not burn-
ing crop residue in vil-
lages.

The minister also ex-
pressed happiness that the
young generation is now
participating in plantation
campaigns in a big way.

He also spoke about the
state government’s cam-
paign in which mini
forests are being set up at
various places in the state.

In the event, experts
from the Agriculture
Department sensitised the
public about the ill-effects
of stubble burning, its al-
ternative methods and
about the efforts being
made by the government
to control the same.

A “nukkad natak” was
performed by the artistes
illustrating the effects of
pollution caused by stub-
ble burning on health and
the environment.

150 farmers honoured for
not burning crop residue

Kolkata, Oct 29 (PTI):

Homage was paid to
Sister Nivedita, 19th cen-
tury social worker, author
and disciple of Swami
Vivekananda, on her
155th birth anniversary at
her family grave at Great
Torrington, Devonshire
in UK and local authori-
ties placed garlands at her
statue there for the first
time.

Sarada Sarkar, of the
Sister Nivedita
Celebrations committee
UK told PTI on Saturday
the birthday celebrations
of Sister Nivedita on
October 28 was remark-
able in that it was mainly
organised by Torridge dis-
trict and Great
Torrington district coun-
cils on behalf of the com-
mittee.

“Devonshire is far from
London and devotees
could not join the celebra-
tions this time. Hence the
district council organised
it here on our behalf,”
Sarkar said.

The statue of Sister
Nivedita was placed in the
Great Torrington ceme-
tery by Ramakrishna
Mission and Sister
Nivedita Celebrations, UK
in 2019 at the spot where
her ashes were interred in
1912. The bronze statue
has added to the attrac-
tion of Great Torrington,
a serene spot and pictur-
esque holiday spot, and a
large number visitors
flock to it.

Nivedita has spent a
considerable period of
her childhood at Great
Torrington and her ashes
had been sent from India
by eminent scientist Sir J
C Bose to May Wilson
here in the U.K. about a
century ago. She had died
in Darjeeling in 1911.

Born as Margaret
Elizabeth Noble, she was
named Nivedita, which
means dedicated to the
Gods, by Swami
Vivekananda when she
was formally initiated
into ‘Brahmacharya’ in
1898.

Sister Nivedita’s 155th birth
anniversary celebrated 

Kaziranga (Assam), Oct
29 (PTI): Union Law and
Justice Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Saturday said
that protection of jobs in
India is a concern while
safeguarding the environ-
ment during economic
progress. The per capita
GDP in India is still very
less compared to other
mid-level and developed
nations, Rijiju said after
inaugurating a seminar
here. “When we talk about
growth of the economy, we
only talk about protection
of the environment. But
we are also concerned
about protection of jobs,”
he said. Addressing the
seminar on ‘Environment

and Sustainable
Development - Role of
Judiciary’ and
‘Digitisation of Indian
Judiciary - its Impact in
Dispensation of Justice’,
Rijiju said all stakeholders
must come together to de-
liberate on the issues.

“Today, the per capita GDP
of India is 2,100 dollars
and it is very less, but
India as a whole, when we
calculate, it’s close to a 3.23
trillion dollar economy. It
is the fifth largest econo-
my (in the world),” he said.

The international stan-
dard of development for
“middle-level countries” is
a per capita income of
USD 12,000, the Union
minister said in presence
of Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
and senior Supreme Court
and High Court judges.
“So, we have to reach the
position of a middle-level
country before attaining
developed status.

‘Along with environment, 
job protection is a concern’

Kiren Rijiju 



Karachi, Oct 29 (PTI):
An irate mob has lynched
two employees of a mobile
company here after ru-
mours spread that they
were kidnappers, in yet
another instance of street
crime that has now be-
come a common feature in
Pakistan’s commercial
hub.

The incident took place
on Friday afternoon in
Karachi’s Machar Colony.

According to Keamari
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Fida Hussain
Janwari, the deceased
were visiting the low-in-
come area, apparently, to
“check an antenna for sig-
nals”.

Police said they have ar-
rested two suspects who

had allegedly instigated
the mob. “We have identi-
fied eight other people and
will scan cctv cameras in
the neighbourhood and in-
terrogate witnesses to nab
the other suspects,”
Janwari said.

“As the two employees of
a cellular were seen in the
neighbourhood in their ve-
hicle, some people started
shouting and spreading
rumours that they were
kidnappers who had come
to kidnap children,” he
said.

Janwari said that the
situation in the neighbour-
hood was tense after in-
stances of children going
missing in the recent past.

According to initial in-
vestigation conducted by

the police, the mob consti-
tuted of around 500 people.

“The men had passed
away when they were
brought to the hospital as
they had extensive in-
juries and their skulls had
multiple fractures. There
were multiple bruises of
varying sizes and severity
all over the bodies and
multiple fractures in the
skull vault,” Police
Surgeon Dr Summaiya
Syed.

Syed said the post-
mortem examination of
the two mobile company
employees were complet-
ed, and they had injury
marks on their swollen
faces and bodies.

Street crimes have been
rampant in Karachi, and

in recent times, authori-
ties have tried to systemat-
ically quell this menace,
but they have met with lit-
tle or no success.

GAY PRIDE PARADE

LGBT rights activists take part in the Gay Pride Parade in Taipei on October 29.
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Islamabad, Oct 29 (PTI):

In an unusual move,
Islamabad police on
Saturday barred hotels
and guest houses in the
federal capital from pro-
viding accommodation to
the participants of the
long march led by former
Pakistan premier Imran
Khan to force the govern-
ment to announce a date
for early general elections.

The Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) has
also directed television
channels not to live tele-
cast PTI leaders’ speeches
and the long march, ac-
cording to its notification
of October 28. The
PEMRA said it was ob-
served during a speech
that “statements against

state institutions were
aired live” in violation of
the code of conduct and
court orders. It warned
that legal action, leading
to suspensions and revoca-
tion of licences, would be
initiated in case of non-
compliance.

The long march dubbed
as ‘Haqeeqi Azadi March’
began from the Liberty
Chowk area in Lahore on

late Friday afternoon and
the participants moved
slowly as his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party held power shows at
Ichhra, Mozang, Data
Sahib and Azadi Chowk
areas of Lahore. The
march stopped at Data
Darbar last night and will
resume its journey on
Saturday. It plans to travel

on the historic GT Road
and arrive in Islamabad
on November 4 to hold a
big protest rally, which
may be transformed into a
sit-in.

Khan has said no one
can stop the PTI’s long
march, adding his sup-
porters must wait for his
next decision when he
reaches Islamabad.

“As to what will happ-

when we reach Islamabad,
you have to wait as to what
I decide after reaching
Islamabad,” he told a jour-
nalist in a video tweeted
by Aaj TV. On the second
day, the convoy will march
to Kamoke via Muridke,
where the PTI chairman
was expected to address
his supporters, according
to the organisers.

Then the rally will pro-
ceed towards Gujranwala
City where Khan will ad-
dress a public gathering.

From Gujranwala, the
rally will proceed to
Sialkot via Daska and
Sambrial, and it will con-
clude at Wazirabad for an
overnight stay.

The next morning, as
per the itinerary of the
long march, the convoy

will head towards Gujarat,
the home town of Punjab
Chief Minister Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi who will
welcome it. Khan will ad-
dress a public gathering
there.

Convoys from north and
south of Punjab will also
join the long march at
Rawat in the suburbs of
Islamabad from there to

march into the capital city.
Islamabad police barred

hotels and guest houses in
the federal capital from
providing accommodation
to the participants of the
march. The directive came
with an official notifica-
tion issued by the police. It
said hotels and guest hous-
es will be checked daily.
Non-compliers will have to
face strict action.

According to Khan, 70,
the purpose of the protest
was to achieve real free-
dom by forcing the govern-
ment to announce snap
elections. He promised to
remain peaceful, and stay
away from the high-securi-
ty Red Zone housing state
buildings and embassies.
But many doubt his pro-
nouncements due to his
history of U-turns.

Islamabad police bars hotels from accommodating
participants of      Imran Khan’s long march

Manila, Oct 29 (AP):

Flash floods and land-
slides set off by torrential
rains left at least 50 people
dead, including in a hard-
hit southern Philippine
province, where as many
as 60 villagers are feared
missing and buried in a
huge mudslide laden with
rocks, trees and debris, of-
ficials said Saturday.

At least 42 people were
swept away by rampaging
floodwaters and drowned
or were hit by debris-filled
mudslides in three towns
in Maguindanao province
from Thursday night to
early Friday, said Naguib
Sinarimbo, the interior
minister for a five-
province Muslim au-
tonomous region governed
by former separatist guer-
rillas. Eight other people
died elsewhere in the coun-
try from the onslaught of
Tropical Storm Nalgae,
which slammed into the
eastern province of

Camarines Sur early
Saturday, the govern-
ment’s disaster response
agency said. But the worst
storm impact so far was a
mudslide that buried
dozens of houses with as
many as 60 people in the
tribal village of Kusiong in
Maguindanao’s Datu Odin
Sinsuat town, Sinarimbo

told The Associated Press
by telephone, citing ac-
counts from Kusiong vil-
lagers who survived the
flash flood and mudslide.
Army Lt. Col. Dennis
Almorato, who went to the
mudslide-hit community
Saturday, said the muddy
deluge buried about 60
rural houses in about 5

hectares (12 acres) section
of the community. He gave
no estimate of how many
villagers may have been
buried in the mudslide,
which he described as
“overwhelming.” At least
13 bodies, mostly of chil-
dren, were dug up Friday
and Saturday by rescuers
in Kusiong, Sinarimbo
said. “That community
will be our ground zero
today,” he said, adding that
heavy equipment and
more rescue workers had
been deployed to intensify
the search and rescue
work. “It was hit by tor-
rents of rainwater with
mud, rocks and trees that
washed out houses,”
Sinarimbo said. The
coastal village, which lies
at the foot of a mountain,
is accessible by road, al-
lowing more rescuers to be
deployed Saturday to deal
with one of the worst
weather-related disasters
to hit the country’s south
in decades, he said.

50 dead, dozens feared missing 
as storm lashes Philippines

A man walks along a flooded street in Manila on October
29, following heavy rain brought by Tropical Storm Nalgae.
Severe Tropical Storm Nalgae whipped the Philippines on
October 29 after unleashing flash floods and landslides
that officials said left at least 50 people dead.

San Francisco, Oct 29 (AP):

The husband of House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was
attacked and severely beat-
en with a hammer by an
assailant who broke into
the couple’s San Francisco
home early Friday, search-
ing for the Democratic
leader and shouting,
“Where is Nancy, where is
Nancy?”

The assault on the 82-
year-old Paul Pelosi inject-
ed new uneasiness into the
nation’s already toxic po-
litical climate, just 11 days
before the midterm elec-
tions.

It carried chilling
echoes of the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the
Capitol, when rioters
chanted menacingly for
the speaker as they ram-
paged through the halls
trying to halt certification
of Joe Biden’s victory over
Donald Trump. Speaker
Pelosi, who was in
Washington at the time of

the California attack, ar-
rived in San Francisco late
Friday and went straight
to the hospital where her
husband was being treated
for injuries.

“This was not a random
act. This was intentional.
And it’s wrong,” said San
Francisco Police Chief
William Scott. He said the
emergency 911 dispatch-
er’s intuition was “lifesav-

ing,” and the police chief
appeared to hold back
emotion as strongly reject-
ed the violence in politics.

“Our elected officials
are here to do the business
of their cities and their
counties and their states.
Their families don’t sign
up for this,” Scott said.
“Everybody should be dis-
gusted about what hap-
pened this morning.”

Forty-two-year-old David
DePape was arrested on
suspicion of attempted
murder, elder abuse and
burglary, and remained in
the hospital late Friday, po-
lice said.

Paul Pelosi underwent
surgery to repair a skull
fracture and serious in-
juries to his right arm and
hands, the speaker’s office
said. His doctors expect a
full recovery.

Biden quickly called
Speaker Pelosi with sup-
port and later delivered a
full-throated condemna-
tion of the “despicable” at-
tack that he said had no
place in America.

“There’s too much vio-
lence, political violence.
Too much hatred. Too
much vitriol,” Biden said
Friday night at a
Democratic rally in
Pennsylvania. “What
makes us think it’s not
going to corrode the politi-
cal climate? Enough is
enough is enough.”

Intruder attacks Pelosi’s husband,
calling, ‘Where is Nancy’

San Francisco police officers and F.B.I. agents gather in
front of the home of U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi (D-CA)  in San Francisco, California. Paul Pelosi, the
husband of U.S. Speaker of the house Nancy Pelosi, was
violently attacked in their home by an intruder.

Washington, Oct 29 (PTI):

Researchers have iden-
tified in humans a pan-
variant neutralising anti-
body, named S2X324,
whose neutralizing poten-
cy was largely unaffected
by any of the Omicron
strains of the coron-
avirus, according to a
study.

The scientists show that
this monoclonal antibody
prevents binding to the re-
ceptor on host cells that
the pandemic coronavirus
usually commandeers.

They also suggested
that combining this anti-
body with others in a
cocktail might reduce the
chances of the virus be-
coming antibody treat-
ment resistant. The inter-
national team from

University of Washington
and Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, and
Humabs BioMed SA of
Vir Biotechnology in
Switzerland looked at sev-
eral aspects of the effects
of exposure to earlier
forms of the SARS-CoV-2
spike antigen or immune-
provoking protein — on
the immune system’s re-
action to the Omicron
variants. Their findings
have been published in
the journal Science.

Omicron variants of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus ap-
peared at the end of 2021
and have marked genetic
differences from the an-
cestral SARS-CoV-2. The
many, distinct mutations
in their infection machin-
ery have enabled them to
escape from antibodies

elicited from the original
series of vaccines, from a
history of infection, or
from both of those two im-
mune-system training
events.

Past studies from the
same team, according to
the study, have noted that
the BA.1 Omicron variant
emerged as a “major anti-
genic shift due to the un-
precedented magnitude of
immune evasion associat-
ed with this variant of
concern”.

They explained that
mutations in two of the
main antibody targets in
the virus explain why
there is a markedly re-
duced antibody neutraliz-
ing ability against these
variants, especially in
people who have not re-
ceived booster doses.

Scientists identify in humans neutralising
antibody to Omicron variants

New York, Oct 29 (PTI):

Twitter’s new owner bil-
lionaire Elon Musk has
said the social media com-
pany will form a “content
moderation council” and
any major content deci-
sions or account reinstate-
ments will happen after
such a body has convened.

Musk’s comments came
a day after he completed
the USD 44 billion acquisi-
tion of the social media
giant. “Twitter will be
forming a content modera-
tion council with widely
diverse viewpoints. No
major content decisions or
account reinstatements
will happen before that
council convenes,” Musk,
51, tweeted on Friday.

“To be super clear, we
have not yet made any
changes to Twitter’s con-
tent moderation policies,”
he added. Musk has not
yet offered details about

how his content modera-
tion council will work.

Twitter CEO Parag
Agrawal, legal executive
Vijaya Gadde, Chief
Financial Officer Ned
Segal and General
Counsel Sean Edgett were
ousted as Musk’s acquisi-
tion was completed.

Within hours of taking
over the reins at Twitter,
the Tesla CEO posted a se-
ries of tweets. “The bird is
freed”, “Spoiler Alert. Let
the good times roll”,
“Living the Dream.

Comedy is now legal on
Twitter”. After initially
agreeing to buy the com-
pany in April, Musk spent
months attempting to get
out of the deal, first citing
concerns about the num-
ber of bots on the platform
and later allegations
raised by a company
whistleblower.

Agrawal, 38, was ap-
pointed Twitter CEO in
November last year after
the social media site’s co-
founder Jack Dorsey had
stepped down.

Elon Musk says Twitter will form
‘content moderation council’

Two mobile company employees
lynched in Pakistan’s Karachi city

Pakistan: Oldest 
prisoner freed from

Guantanamo, 
back home

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  OOcctt  2299  ((AAPP))::  A 74-
year-old from Pakistan who
was the oldest prisoner at the
Guantanamo Bay detention
centre was released and
returned to Pakistan on
Saturday, the foreign ministry
in Islamabad said. Saifullah
Paracha was reunited with his
family after more than 17 years
in custody in the US base in
Cuba, the ministry added.
Paracha had been held on sus-
picion of ties to al-Qaida since
2003, but was never charged
with a crime. Last year in May,
he was notified that he had
been been approved for
release. He was cleared by the
prisoner review board, along
with two other men in
November 2020. As is custom-
ary, the notification did not pro-
vide detailed reasoning for the
decision and concluded only
that Paracha is “not a continu-
ing threat” to the United States,
according to Shelby Sullivan-
Bennis, who represented him at
his hearing at the time.
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Equal pay for men
and women

Happy to hear the Indian
women's cricketers will now re-
ceive Rs 15 lakh per Test, Rs 6
lakh per ODI, and Rs 3 lakh per
T20I, the same as their male
counterparts. They deserve it
because Indian women have
had significant success in re-
cent months. They followed
their silver-medal finish at the
2022 Commonwealth Games in
August with a record 3-0 ODI se-
ries sweep of England in
England in September. In
October, India beat Sri Lanka to
clinch a record seventh Asia
Cup crown in Bangladesh.
Hence BCCI’s decision is a sig-
nificant step forward for
women's cricket and the game
overall. Particularly when the
women cricketers do not get
revenue on par (the tickets are
not sold at equal rate, the spon-
sorship rates are not equal) with
men it is correct to encourage
women with more fee as this
would attract more and more
women to play cricket which
would definitely increase the
standard in the long run. So,
paying the same match fee for
the women's team is a tricky
good step ahead.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Stop animal violence
Isolation chambers, restraint

chairs, and guillotines are some
of the horrifying torture meth-
ods that one can't imagine being
used on a dog, a cat, cows, buf-
faloes, sheep, goats,ducks,hens,
monkey, donkeys or another
sensitive animal for so called ex-
perimental research. It sounds
like something out of the Middle
Ages. The majority of public and
private laboratories currently
subject cats, dogs, monkeys,
cows, buffaloes, and other indi-
viduals to painful procedures.
However, these are tools found
in the torture chambers of mod-
ern animal experimenters. For
instance, stereotaxic devices are
steel, vice-like machines used to
confine animals by the head,
often while they're fully con-
scious, are some of the tech-
niques experimenters employ to
torture the weak animals. Cows,
buffaloes,donkeys etc are fre-
quently held in abnormal posi-
tions for long periods of time in
restraint chairs. Their waists
and necks are cinched, inflicting
excruciating pain.Metal rods
called cranial implants are in-
serted into the heads of sheep,
goats, monkeys, dogs, cats and
other animals to further man-
age their suffering. Animals that
are completely conscious may
have gavage tubes are thick
plastic tubes forced down their
throats and up their nostrils to
administer drugs. Animals are
compelled onto tiny, electric de-
vices known as shock plates.
They are repeatedly shocked
after which, in primitive tests
that might persist for days or
even weeks, they may experi-
ence feelings of helplessness,
dread, and depression. As a re-
sult, our legislation or judiciary
must take action immediately to
demote animal torture devices
in order to keep these defence-
less animals out of the annals of
history. Science is not a place
for violence.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr
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Agra: Visitors at the crowded Taj Mahal in Agra, Saturday, Oct. 29.

CROWD AT TAJ MAHAL

R
ising inflation, price rise and unemployment have hit hard many
countries of the world, bringing in their wake economic crises they

have had never faced before. United Kingdom's economy has been devas-
tated and it brought down the government headed by Liz Truss within a
short span. Several countries of Europe are reeling under the impact of eco-
nomic crises. Powerful countries like USA are no exception. The Covid pan-
demic that literally hit the economies of many countries so badly for two
years does not seem to have gone away. The Russia-Ukraine war that shows
no signs of abating and threatening to snowball into World War-III has
added to the litany of woes - political and economic instability. Against this
gloomy global scenario, India's economy has maintained comparative sta-
bility, though the cascading effect of inflation and the war in Ukraine has
been felt with rise in prices of essentials, cooking gas, adding to rise in cost
of living. The resilience of India's economy has to be acknowledged given
the fact that the crises seen world over have not impacted our economy the
way it should have, thanks to the slew of economic reforms, fiscal manage-
ment and discipline taken by the Modi Government at the Centre that have
insulated our economy from further external shocks. The monthly economic
review for September that came out with interesting facts at the half-way
mark of 2023 financial year is a pointer to the fact that though India has
emerged as one of the 'bright spots in an otherwise gloomy global scenario'.
The economy faces newer challenges against a soaring dollar and sliding
rupee, higher interest rates, and external financing. Treading cautiously, the
Ministry of Finance made an optimistic assessment at the mid-way mark of
FY23, called on the country's fiscal and monetary authorities to remain
watchful as 'dark clouds of recession gather'. The report states, "The glob-
alized nature of India's economy portends that even as inflationary pres-
sures abate, another challenge to macroeconomic stability will rear its head
in the form of external sector pressures." The US Federal Reserve's aggres-
sive fight against inflation, thereby signalling further interest rate hikes,
may lower capital inflows, increase pressure on the rupee to depreciate, and
make imports of essential commodities costlier. It is to be noted that an un-
favourable global economic outlook is bound to moderate the growth of ex-
ports, thus affecting the country's trade balance. Hemmed in by the chal-
lenges confronting the country even as inflationary pressures abate, comes
in the Reserve Bank of India's latest weekly report that showed foreign ex-
change reserves at $528 billion, down from over $642 billion at the end of
October last year. Amid all this, the Finance Ministry's report has a silver lin-
ing. The report said the country should be able to ward off the challenges
and keep the economy growing steadily, banking on the strengths of some
key sectors. "The one big strength that India has compared to other coun-
tries is the strength of its balance sheet in the household, corporate, and
banking sectors," said the report, estimating India's medium-term growth
at 6. It must be admitted that the stability the country imparts in these tur-
bulent times is noteworthy. And here the RBI and the Government have the
wherewithal to steer the economic ship through choppy waters and keep
the economy growing at a steady pace. With the expected real economic
growth of 6.8 for the country in 2022-2023 the second highest in G20 and at
6.1 for 2023-2024, the highest in G20, India is poised to be one of the fastest
growing economies this year, helped by both Government and private capi-
tal investment. Even as International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
have lowered India's GDP forecasts this year to 6.8 from 7.4% and to 6.5%
from 7.5%, respectively, they have acknowledged India's strength. The
World Bank has stated that India is not as vulnerable to the global economic
downturn as other regional economies. IMF has pointed out that India is set
to become the world's third largest economy by 2028, with a GDP of around
$5.36 trillion, overtaking Japan. The projections estimate that India will
catch up with Germany by 2026. The country surpassed UK (economically in
the red) in the last quarter to claim the 5th position in the world's largest
economies. Moreover, the global developments in recent times have further
bolstered the relative attractiveness of India as an investment destination.
Be that as it may, India that has withstood several litmus tests and is rela-
tively better placed than major economies, after at least half a decade of fi-
nancial stress followed by the pandemic, will be able to ward off the exter-
nal conditions as is inherent in the strong fundamentals of the economy, to
sustain a growth rate of 6-7% even in a worst-case scenario.

Chhath festival is celebrated im-
mediately after celebrating Diwali
on the new moon of Kartik month.
This festival is celebrated twice a
year. First time in Chaitra month
and second time in Kartik month.
The Chhath festival celebrated on
Chaitra Shukla Paksha Shashti is
called Chaiti Chhath and the festi-
val celebrated on Kartik Shukla
Paksha Shashthi is called Kartik
Chhath. This festival is celebrated
for family happiness and prosperity
and to get desired results. There is
a tradition of singing folk songs
during Chhath festival, for exam-
ple, while making prasad, during
Kharna, while going for offering
Arghya, at the time of offering
Arghya and while returning home
from Ghat. This year i.e., in the year
2022, the first day of Chhath
Nahay-Khai was on 28 October
(Friday), whereas Kharna was on
29 October (Saturday). Arghya will
be given to the Astachalgami Sun
on 30 October (Sunday) and
Arghya will be given to the rising
Sun on 31 October (Monday). The
fourth day of this Mahaparva is the
most special and on this day this
Mahavrat ends. This festival is cele-
brated with pomp for four days.
This festival starts from the third
day of Bhaiya Dooj.

In this festival, first the house is
cleaned and made holy.
Thereafter, the Chhath Vrat starts
with the fast by taking a holy bath
and eating pure vegetarian food.
Pumpkin-lentil of gram and rice
are taken as food. On the second
day of Kartik Shukla Panchami, the
fasting devotees take food in the
evening after fasting for the whole
day. It is called 'Kharna'.

Invitations are sent to friends,
neighbours, and relatives to re-
ceive the prasad of Kharna. As
prasad, rice kheer, rice pitha and
roti made in sugarcane juice and
milk are prepared. Both sides of
the roti are greased with ghee. No

salt or sugar is used in it. During
this, special care is taken of the
cleanliness of the whole house.
Chhath Prasad is made on the third
day of Kartik Shukla Shashthi.

In the form of prasad, thekua,
which is also called tikri in some
areas of Bihar, apart from rice lad-
dus, also known as ladua, are
made. Apart from this, sugar-made
batases, molds made of sugar,
fruits, sugarcane etc. are also in-
cluded as Chhath Prasad. In the
evening, Arghya soup is decorated
in a bamboo basket and the vrati’s
family and all the people of the
neighbourhood start to go towards
the Ghat to offer Arghya to the set-
ting sun. All Chhathvrati gather on
the banks of the pond or river and
perform Arghya donation collec-
tively. Now people also offer

Ardhya to the Sun by making a
hauda (place to keep water) in the
house Angan or on the top of house
or top of the apartment. Water and
milk are offered to the Sun and
Chhathi Maiya is worshiped with a
soup filled with prasad. Arghya is
offered to the rising sun on the
morning of Kartik Shukla on the
fourth day. The devotees gather
again at the place where they had
offered Arghya in the evening of
the third day. Again, the evening
process is repeated. In the end, the
Vratis complete the fast by drinking
raw milk or sarbat and eating
prasad.

Even in today's modern times,
Chhath fast remains synonymous
with hard penance. Earlier, women
who wished for a son and for the

well-being of the son generally
used to keep this fast, because it
was believed that women who ob-
serve the fast of Chhath festival get
the son. However, in the changing
environment, this festival is done
for the fulfilment of any wish. Now
even men do this fast with full de-
votion for the fulfilment of any
wish.

A woman observing a fast is also
called Parvaitin. In this fast of four
days, the fasting has to be done
continuously. Along with food, a
pleasant bed is also sacrificed. In
the room made for the festival, the
devotees spend the night on the
floor with the help of a simple
sheet. In this festival, the devotees
wear such clothes, which do not
have any kind of sewing. Women
perform Chhath by wearing saris

and men wearing dhoti. Usually
after starting the Chhath festival, it
has to be done every year until the
next generation of married women
or men are ready to do it. This fes-
tival is not done when someone
dies in the house.

There are many mythological
and folk tales presenting the tradi-
tion and importance of Chhath
Puja. According to a belief, Lord
Rama and Mother Sita fasted on
Kartik Shukla Shashthi on the day
of the establishment of Ram Rajya
after the Lanka conquest and wor-
shiped the Sun God. On Saptami,
the rituals were performed again at
sunrise and received blessings
from the Sun God. According to an-
other belief, Chhath festival started
in the Mahabharata period. First of
all, Surya's son Karna started wor-
shiping the Sun God. Karna was an
ardent devotee of Lord Surya. He
used to offer Arghya to the sun by
standing in water for hours every
day. It was by the grace of the sun
that he became a great warrior.
Even today this method of offering
Arghya is prevalent in Chhath.

Some stories also mention the
worship of the Sun by Draupadi,
the wife of the Pandavas. She used
to pray for the good health of her
family and regularly do Surya Puja
for her long life. According to a leg-
end, King Priyavad did not have
any children, then Maharishi
Kashyap performed Putreshti
Yagya. Due to effect of Putreshti
Yagya, he had a son, but he was
born dead. Priyavad went to the
crematorium with his son and the
son started sacrificing his life in
separation. At the same time God's
Manas Kanya Devasena appeared
and said that I am called Shashthi
because of being born from the
sixth part of the original nature of
the universe. Rajan, you worship
me and inspire other people too.
The king fasted on Goddess
Shashthi with the desire of a son,
and he got the son. This puja was
done on Kartik Shukla Shashthi.

((MMrr..  SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  aa  SSeenniioorr
CCoolluummnniisstt..  HHee  ccaann  bbee  rreeaacchheedd  bbyy

ssaattiisshh55224499@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  &&  CCeellll
NNoo..88229944558866889922))

Gareth Dorrian

A ll stars, including the
Sun, have a finite life-

time. Stars shine by the process
of nuclear fusion in which
lighter atoms, such as hydrogen,
fuse together to create heavier
ones. This process releases vast
quantities of energy which
counteracts the ever-present in-
ward pull of the star's gravity.
Ultimately, fusion helps stars to
resist gravitational collapse.
This balance of forces is called
"hydrostatic equilibrium".
However, there will come a time
when the supply of fuel in the
core of a star starts to run out
and it eventually dies.

Stars with more than about
eight times the mass of the Sun
will typically burn through their
fuel in less than 100 million
years. Once fusion ceases, the
star collapses generating a mas-
sive instantaneous final burst of
nuclear fusion which causes the

star to explode as a supernova.
Supernovas release enough en-
ergy to outshine the entire
galaxy in which they occur.
What's left afterwards are col-
lapsed, dead stellar cores called
neutron stars or, if the progeni-
tor star was massive enough, a
black hole. Any planets orbiting
a star when it goes supernova
would be obliterated.
Mysteriously though, a handful
of "zombie planets" have been
detected orbiting neutron stars.
And they are some of the weird-
est worlds in the cosmos.
Neutron stars are extremely
dense, containing as much mass
as the Sun squashed into a
sphere only a few miles across.
Some neutron stars emit beams
of radio waves into space and it
is around these "pulsar" stars
that planets have been found.

PPhhoobbeettoorr,,  DDrraauuggrr  aanndd
PPoolltteerrggeeiisstt

Some 2,300 light years from
Earth lies the pulsar PSR

B1257+12. It flashes 161 times
per second and has been nick-
named "Lich" after an undead
creature in western folklore. It is
orbited by three rocky, terrestri-
al planets named Phobetor,
Draugr and Poltergeist. These
planets hold a special place in
the history of astronomy, as
they were the first beyond our
Solar System (exoplanets) to be
discovered back in 1991. A few
years ago, Nasa released this
"zombie worlds" poster of them:

Their discovery challenged
ideas about planetary forma-
tion, which normally takes place
as a new star forms. In contrast,
these planets must have formed
after the dying star's supernova.
It is not yet known with certain-
ty how this happened. Material
in a disk of debris orbiting the
pulsar may have coalesced into
planets after the supernova.
Draugr, named after an undead
creature in Norse mythology, is
the innermost of the three. It

has about twice the mass of the
Moon and is the least-massive
planet currently known, orbiting
Lich every 25 days. Its larger
cousins, Poltergeist and
Phobetor, orbit every 67 and 98
days respectively, and are each
about four times the mass of
Earth. Pulsars have powerful
magnetic fields which may
allow electric currents to arc
through space between the pul-
sar and an orbiting planet. 

So if any of these planets
have atmospheres, they might
constantly be bathed in the un-
earthly light of powerful aurora
(similar to our northern lights).
If you were to stand on the sur-
face of one of these zombie
worlds, you would see, through
the powerful hue of the aurora,
the incandescent Lich in the
sky projecting two powerful
and tightly confined beams of
light outwards in opposite di-
rections into the blackness of
space.

DDiiaammoonndd  wwoorrlldd
Planet PSR J1719-1438b or-

bits a pulsar some 4,000 light
years away, hurtling around its
host in just over two hours. It is
the densest planet yet discov-
ered so dense, in fact, that it is
thought to be composed largely
of diamond. 

This "diamond world" is the
remnant core of a dead star
called a white dwarf. These are
known to have a high carbon
content (diamond is made of
carbon) but this particular
white dwarf has lost 99.9 per
cent of its original mass, con-
sumed by the powerful gravity
of its nearby host pulsar. This
sphere of diamond is about half
the size of Jupiter, and orbits
PSR J1719-1438 at a distance of
600,000km (just 1.5 times fur-
ther away than our Moon is
from Earth). At such a close dis-
tance from its host pulsar, it is
likely that this world has a very
hot surface.

Zombie worlds: Five spooky planets orbiting dead stars
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Kajal Chatterjee

T he very set of "nationalists" who can't tolerate the possibility of any
"European"/ "Italian" bagging the post of Prime minister in India

amusingly seem to touch the sky in delight and "pride" if any ethnic "Indian"
(might be of mixed parentage also) goes all the way up to don high/ highest
political chair in Europe/UK/USA. Interprepreting the announcement of Rishi
Sunak as the Prime minister of UK as "triumph of an Indian", by the "nation-
alist" section of Indian public and media, is bizarre to say the least. The same
ridiculous euphoria got witnessed when Kamala Harris got elected to the US
Vice-presidential chair. Yes, at the end of the day, the fact remains that just
like Harris, Sunak is also not an Indian citizen. In contrast, actual Indians are
the much-humiliated mother-son duo of Sonia and Rahul Gandhi,  the creden-
tial of whom as full-fledged citizens of this country are not an iota lesser than
say Amit Shah, Yogi Adityanath or any hardcore HIndutva leader/Bhakt. The
moral democratic legal right of "foreigner" Sonia Gandhi to sit on the Prime
ministerial Chair of India is again not an iota lesser than "son of the soil"
Narendra Modi. Yet how "amusingly" on the one hand, our own citizens get
racially taunted as "Italian /half-Italian" and their credibility to don the Prime
ministerial Chair gets questioned; while on the other, "proud" Indians prefer
to go gaga over the accession of British Sunak or American Harris to high or
highest Chairs in their respective countries of birth/citizenship! What a gem
of blatant hypocrisy and staunch racism. Without casting minimum asper-
sions upon the quality or efficiency of Rishi Sunak, the ultimate truth also re-
quires to be acknowledged that the South Asians or ethnic /religious minori-
ties can go way up to the top in UK/USA just because the British/Americans
are liberal enough to offer fertile ground and opportunities to all for prosperi-
ty and growth with due honour to persons of quality without taking into con-
sideration whether the person is British/ American/ Indian/ English/ Punjabi/
European/Asian/Hindu/ Muslim/Christian/White/Black etc.   In contrast,
apart from the blatant racist attitude towards the "Italians" in India; it is even
get heard (thanks to the "nationalists") in alarming tone that one day "a
Muslim will become the Indian Prime minister" (as if those who profess Islam
do not form part of India or are not Indian citizens). Even the Chief ministers
of various Indian states get determined on the basis of sheer caste identity
(Vokkaliga/Lingayat, Jat/Gujjar, Maratha/Brahmin/Dalit, Yadav/Rajput, Patel
/Kshatriya).  And this hard reality in India(divided in thousands of divisive
identities based on language religion caste race) repeatedly proves how liber-
al and neutral Britain/USA is. There one and only quality of the concerned in-
dividual gets acknowledged, not his/her demographic equation. Had Britain
also walked on racist path akin to many Asian/African nations; the ethnic/reli-
gious /coloured minorities couldn't have settled there in the first place,  don-
ning highest Chair beyond all limits of imagination.  Instead of beating the
bankrupt trumpet of "Indian pride" revolving British Rishi Sunak, "national-
ist" Indians should engage in a sincere introspection and try to clean up their
own backyard first and perceive each and every Indian citizen as fellow
Indians only. Also India should learn to draw few lessons from the leaf of
Britain/US how to embrace people from all around the globe (specially the
persecuted refugees) irrespective of their race religion colour. The "national-
ist" flag-bearers who zealously utter "India is not Dharmshala" in shrillest
voice possible to keep the hapless persecuted Rohingyas at bay should adopt
the British mindset which had enabled the ancestors of Rishi Sunak(displaced
from Africa) to settle in Britain with absolute equal rights and honour as enti-
tled to indigenous people of White Christian English stock. 

Draw Inspiration 
from the British

Chhath, a festival of faith and enthusiasm

India's economy resilient
to ward off global turmoil

SATISH SINGH
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Industrial visit

Srinagar: The Union
government is com-
mitted to providing an
atmosphere which is
congenial for entre-
preneurship, Union
Minister of State for
Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma
said. During his visit
to Industrial Growth
Centre Lassipora,
Pulwama, Verma said
that the ease of doing
business policy of the
government has led to
flourishing of indus-
try and entrepreneur-
ship. The minister
had gone to the IGC to
review the industrial
scenario there. He was
accompanied by
Deputy
Commissioner,
Pulwama, Baseer-ul-
Haq Chaudhary and
SSP, Pulwama
Ghulam Jeelani.

Steel output
Surat: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said
India has set a target
to double the crude
steel production ca-
pacity from 154 mil-
lion tonnes per
annum now to 300 mil-
lion tonnes per
annum in the next 9 to
10 years in an order to
boost indigenous ca-
pabilities. In his virtu-
al address as the chief
guest at the "bhoomi
pujan" of expansion of
ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India's flagship
plant at Hazira in
Gujarat's Surat dis-
trict, Modi said in the
past, India had to im-
port high grade steel
for the defence sector,
but scenario has
changed now. Now,
however, steel used in
making 'INS Vikrant'
(first indigenous air-
craft carrier) was
made in India, said
the prime minister.

Defence 
manufacturing 

Bhubaneswar:
Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik has suggested
to Larsen and Toubro
(L&T) to set-up units
in aerospace and de-
fence manufacturing
and green hydrogen
sectors in the state.
Patnaik made several
suggestions when
L&T's CEO & MD SN
Subramaniyan called
him here. "As the L&T
has an eminent pres-
ence in Odisha, the
company may explore
an option to set-up
units in aerospace and
defence manufactur-
ing and green hydro-
gen sectors," Patnaik
told Subramaniyam.
The chief minister
also told the L&T CEO
that it may explore op-
portunities to develop
common industrial fa-
cilities such as water
and effluent treatment
plant for upcoming in-
dustrial hubs such as
Paradip, Gopalpur,
and Dhamra. In the
minerals and metals
sector, Patnaik said
the metallurgical and
material handling
arm of L&T can also
set up office in
Bhubaneswar.

IPO ANNOUNCEMENT

Chairman & Managing Director of Medanta Naresh Trehan addresses media during
the announcement of the IPO of Global Health Limited (Medanta), in Mumbai.

Kakinada (AP), Oct 29: 

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked States to adopt a
multi-modal approach and
ensure logistics did not be-
come a burden on ex-
porters. She said the PM
Gati Shakti was a beauti-
ful protocol with which a
synergy could be brought
in.

Delivering the inaugu-
ral address after inaugu-
rating the third campus of
the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade in
Kakinada, Sitharaman re-
ferred to 'One District-One
Product' and 'Vocal for
Local', initiatives, aimed at
promoting local products
and creating their export
markets. She said the
Commerce Ministry was

working on getting an ex-
port policy that would help
the exporters by giving
them incentives and pro-
moting many things.

"There's a repetitive and
very relevant line that the
Commerce Minister refers
to We can't be exporting
taxes.' We also should
identify ways in which
those taxes whether
Centre, State or local that
are on these products
should be removed so that

we don't burden their ex-
porters," the Finance
Minister said.

The governments did
not get much revenue
from those products but
burdened the exporters
nevertheless, she noted.
She said the growing cost
of electricity and logistics
was also affecting the ex-
ports. "With better roads
and ports coming elec-
tronic facilitation for the
customs operations com-
ing surely, the logistics ele-
ment is being addressed
little by little. State gov-
ernments should also
spend some time to see
that logistics doesn't be-
come a burden on ex-
porters," Sitharaman said.

The Finance Minister
referred to the Prime
Minister's suggestion that

States should open export
promotion offices in
Indian embassies abroad.
"If you have the capacity
to tell the kind of things
you produce that are inter-
national class our em-
bassies are the place
where you should be and
target the markets there.
Some of our States are the
size of some European
countries. We have the ca-
pacity even as a district to
capture the market out-
side," she said. "The 'One
District-One Product' is an
attempt to identify such
products in each district
that have a natural capaci-
ty, organic capacity. And
'Vocal for Local.' Those are
the kind of products that
capture international
imagination and need to
be supported," she added.

FM asks States to ease logistics
burden on exporters Mumbai, Oct 29: 

Union Minister, Nitin
Gadkari has sought invest-
ments from the Tata
Group in and around
Nagpur, citing strengths
like infrastructure, land
availability and connectiv-
ity in his home city. In a
letter to Tata Sons,
Chairman, N
Chandrasekaran on
October 7, Gadkari, who
handles the road transport
and highways portfolio,
said group companies en-
gaged in businesses like
steel, auto, consumer prod-
ucts, IT services and avia-
tion can choose to invest in
Nagpur. The letter shared
with the media on
Saturday comes amid
Maharashtra losing sever-
al big-ticket projects to
neighbouring Gujarat,
like the over Rs 1.5 lakh
crore investment from
Foxconn-Vedanta on chip

manufacturing and the Rs
22,000 crore aircraft manu-
facturing project where
the Tata Group has tied up
with Airbus.

At a recent event,
Chandrasekaran had said
the Tata Group is explor-
ing investments in elec-
tronics, renewable energy,
electric vehicles and other
modern sectors, and is en-
gaged with the newly
formed state government
under Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde for the
same. In the letter,
Gadkari said there are
over 3,000 acres of land in
the Multi-modal interna-

tional Hub Airport at
Nagpur (MIHAN) SEZ and
non-SEZ area, and added
that already a lot of com-
panies have set base in the
vicinity. "All Tata Group
companies like Tata Steel,
Tata Motors, Tata
Consumer Products,
Voltas, Titan Industries,
Big Basket may enjoy the
strengths of Nagpur like
overnight connectivity
with 350 districts of six
states, lower rates of land,
manpower and warehous-
ing," the minister said in
the letter. Underlining that
the group companies have
already been present in
central India's Nagpur for
over a century, Gadkari
told Chandrasekaran that
the Tata Group's airline
ventures Air India,
Vistara and AirAsia India
can cut costs by making
Nagpur as a hub of their
operations and choosing to
park aircraft at night.

Gadkari pitches for investments
from Tata Group in Nagpur

Hyderabad, Oct 28: 

The country needs 108 million
tonnes of foodgrains every
year to support 80 crore poor
people who get 10 kg of rice
or wheat every month, under
the Prime Minister Garib
Kalyan Yojana, said Union Food
Minister Piyush Goyal.
In an interactive session at the
Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Goyal said there is a
fear that production of food-
grains may drop in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, though it is
not confirmed yet due to
untimely rain.
The Minister said 80 crore
people were already getting
food security with foodgrains
(of) about 5 kg per person or
35 kg for the very poor
Antyodaya families and under
the Prime Minister Garib
Kalyan Yojana, the quota was
doubled with an additional 5
kg. " I need 40 lakh tonnes
every month for additional
foodgrains. We already need

50 lakh tonnes in addition to
that. So that means 90 lakh
tonnes of food grains -wheat
and rice every month we
require. So, in a year, it
becomes 1080 lakh tonnes.
Poor people almost get it
free," he said. He said until
last month, India encouraged
export of the commodity. But
as the whole world today is in
crisis, the government has to
ensure food security for the
people, Goyal said justifying
the 20 per cent levy on rice
exports. According to him,
prices of rice have remained
stable and, therefore, the gov-
ernment did not stop the
exports of the foodgrain.

India needs 108 mn ton of 
foodgrains a year to be distributed

to the poor: Piyush Goyal

Jodhpur, Oct 29: 

Ombudsmen and the
regulated entities need to
identify the root causes of
persisting customer com-
plaints and take necessary
systemic measures to cor-
rect them, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. Speaking at the annu-
al conference of RBI om-
budsmen, Das said the res-
olution of customer com-
plaints by the regulated en-
tities (REs) and the RBI
ombudsmen have to be fair
and quick. "Even as the fi-
nancial landscape evolves
and transforms, the under-
lying principles for good
customer service and cus-
tomer protection namely,
transparency, fair pricing,
honest dealings, responsi-
ble business conduct, pro-
tection of consumer data
and privacy, etc continue to
be relevant. Together, we
can all make a difference

to the customers," he said.
Observing that the om-
budsman can bring about
far-reaching and meaning-
ful changes in enhancing
customer experience, he
said, it also demands ex-
ceptional vigilance and
preparedness on their part
to identify speedily the
causes of concern, novel
modus operandi of frauds
and address the issues.

"We also need to strive
harder to further reduce
turnaround times (TATs)
without compromising on
the quality of our resolu-

tion. There needs to be a
proper and deep evalua-
tion of the facts and evi-
dence of a case to ensure a
fair settlement. While we
encourage our regulated
entities to excel, we too
must match their efforts
and ensure timely and just
resolution," he said.
Banking ombudsman is a
quasi judicial authority
functioning under the
Banking Ombudsman
Scheme, 2006. The authori-
ty was created to enable
resolution of complaints of
customers of banks relat-
ing to services rendered by
the lenders. Noting that
while the pandemic has
left behind several scars,
there are some silver lin-
ings. In particular, he said,
the pandemic has acceler-
ated the push towards digi-
talisation and catalysed
the ongoing technology
driven transformation of
financial services.

Ombudsmen must take action 
to eliminate root causes of

customers’ complaints: RBI governor
New Delhi, Oct 29: 

The government  notified
rules under which it will set
up appellate panels to re-
dress grievances that users
may have against decisions
of social media platforms
like Twitter and Facebook
on hosting contentious con-
tent. The three-member
Grievance Appellate
Committee(s) will be set in
three months, a gazette no-
tification issued by MeitY
(Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology) said. The gov-
ernment has, in the new
rules, added objectionable
religious content (with in-
tent to incite violence)
alongside pornography,
trademark infringements,
fake information and some-
thing that could be a threat
to sovereignty of the nation
that users can flag to social
media platforms. Their de-
cisions on such flaggings

can be challenged in the
grievance committees.

While big tech companies
had been advocating self-
regulation, the government
seems to have taken a view
that users' concerns about
content on social media
platforms need to be ad-
dressed by a grievance ap-
pellate body. The govern-
ment had, in February 2021,
notified IT rules that pro-
vided for social media plat-
forms to appoint a griev-
ance officer. Users at the
first stage flag complaints
against content or another
user, to the grievance offi-
cer. The rules have now
been amended through the
Friday's notification to
strengthen grievance re-
dressal mechanism. The
amendments provide for so-
cial media platforms to ac-
knowledge user complaints
within 24 hours, and re-
solve them within 15 days
thereafter.

Govt notifies rules for
social media grievance
appellate committees

Mumbai/New Delhi, Oct 29: 

Diwali comes with the aura of
colourful diyas& fairy lights,
vibrant rangolis, mommy
made diwali sweets, and the
happy vibes with family. Now,
amongst all this imagine the
soothing fragrance of nature
geranium, alluring kesar rose
fragrance or traditional diwali-
special sandal warming up the
ambience of your home. Zed
Black Agarbatti, from the
house of Mysore Deep
Perfumery House is adding a
pinch of happiness into your
homes with its latest aro-
matherapy range of incense
sticks and reversedhoop cones
infused with organic herbs
with the brand 'Iksha' and
'Backflow Dhoop Cones'

respectively.  Dating back to
ancient Greeks and Egyptians,
aroma essential oil has been
used for both religious and
therapeutic purposes, this
diwali bring home happiness
and elevate the ambience with
these perfect, budget-friendly
aromatherapy incense variants
made for the Indian con-
sumers from Zed Black.
"'Iksha means 'sight' and we
wanted Iksha to be a sight
that reflected inwards, a
place where people could
gain a deeper understanding
of themselves and gain peace
and self-awareness through
aromatherapy. We have
launched Iksha in three mes-
merising variants, Purple
Star, Kesar Rose and
Nature's Geranium.

Geranium, infact is a very
popular export product due
to its floral accent that helps
to uplift the mood and create
calmness. This Diwali for
agarbatti and dhoopbatti, the
market sentiment looks quite
promising and the industry
will grow at 7 to 8 per cent.
The launch of the latest series
is in line with company’s
focus on accelerating innova-
tion as one of the largest
retailers and manufacturers of
incense sticks & prayer essen-
tials with multiple offerings,
strengthening our puja sama-
gri portfolio, and expanding
our presence across all forms
of retail market", shared Ankit
Agrawal, Director, Mysore
Deep Perfumery House & Zed
Black.

Zed Black brings soothing aromatherapy
incense sticks for the Indian market

Hazira, Oct 29: 

ArcelorMittal's arm
AMNS India will invest Rs
60,000 crore to scale up ca-
pacity of its steel plant
here to 15 million tonnes
(MT), the company's chair-
man Aditya Mittal said.

The existing capacity of
the plant is 9 MT. "We will
invest Rs 60,000 crore to in-
crease capacity of our
plant to 15 MT," Mittal said
after performing the
"Bhoomi Pujan" at the
plant, which marked the
start of the expansion
project. The investment
will also be for installation
of new steel making tech-
nologies, setting up new-

age machineries and in-
crease product mix, he
said. Mittal said a round-
the-clock renewable ener-
gy source will also be set
up to supply green energy
to the plant. The invest-
ment will create over
60,000 job opportunities
across the country in vari-
ous verticals of the compa-
ny, the chairman said.
Mittal is also the CEO of
parent company
ArcelorMittal which holds
60 per cent equity in
AMNS India.

ArcelorMittal arm AMNS
India to invest Rs 60,000

crore: Aditya Mittal
̈ To expand 

Hazira plant

Mumbai, Oct 29: 

The U.S. - India Strategic
Partnership Forum
(USISPF), a bilateral non-
profit organization focused
on building the strategic re-
lationship between India
and the United States, felici-
tated Shiv Nadar, Founder,
HCL and Shiv Nadar
Foundation,with the
USISPF Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
contribution to the technol-
ogy industry andhis philan-
thropic initiatives to trans-
form lives through access to
educational opportunities.
Shiv Nadar is the Founder
of HCL and the Shiv Nadar
Foundation. Under his
guidance, HCL has contin-
ued to ride the waves of the
changing IT landscape for
over 45 years and remains
at the forefront of the tech-
nological revolution since
1976.Throughout his career,

he has acknowledged that
successful institution build-
ing is dependent on forging
result-oriented partner-
ships and creating new
knowledge. In addition to
being a successful entrepre-
neur, Mr. Nadar has invest-
ed US$1.1 billion through
the Shiv Nadar Foundation
towards philanthropic ini-
tiatives, particularly in the
area of education. The im-
pact of the Shiv Nadar
Foundation institutions is
reflected in the aspirations

of meritorious students
who started their journeys
from humble, geographical-
ly, remote backgrounds, but
are today pursuing their
dreams in India as well as
other countries.
Commenting on receiving
the award, Mr. Shiv Nadar
said: “I am humbled to be
recognized for what has
been a deeply enriching
journey that I embarked
upon 47 years ago when I es-
tablished HCL.

Today, HCLTech is
amongst the top technology
companies in the world
that operates across vari-
ous sectors. During my
journey of building HCL, I
realized that we also need
to create leaders and inno-
vators for tomorrow.With
this belief and my mother’s
encouragement, I started
my philanthropic efforts
through the Shiv Nadar
Foundation.

USISPF honours Shiv Nadar with
Lifetime Achievement Award 2022

New Delhi, Oct 29: 

The Indian passenger
vehicles segment is expect-
ed to touch record sales
this fiscal and follow it up
in 2023-24 with an 8 per
cent growth, Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd
Chairman R C Bhargava
said. In a virtual press con-
ference on the company's
second-quarter earnings,
Bhargava said several fac-
tors such as easing of
semiconductor shortage,
restoration of supply
chain after the disruption
by COVID-19 pandemic be-
sides a better economic
growth prospect in India
are propelling automobile
sales although small cars
sales are gradually declin-
ing.

"The (India) economy is
doing pretty well better

than anywhere else...the
automobile sector (passen-
ger vehicles) has now got
to a stage this year where
it will be close to the levels
which we had reached in
2018-19, which are the
highest ever," he said.
Bhargava further said for
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
(MSIL), it "will be roughly
in the same order as they
were in 2018-19" and "the
industry will be ahead of
2018-19" as the smaller car
segment has had a de-
growth while the bigger
SUVs have grown.

Maruti chairman expects record
PV sales for auto industry this

fiscal, 8% growth in FY24

Forex reserves drop

USD 3.847 billion to

USD 524.52 billion
Mumbai, Oct 29: 

India's forex reserves
dropped by USD 3.847 bil-
lion to USD 524.52 billion
for the week ended
October 21, the RBI said.
The overall reserves had
dropped by USD 4.50 bil-
lion to USD 528.37 billion
in the previous reporting
week, and have been de-
clining for many months
now. In October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The re-
serves have been declining
as the central bank de-
ploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments.

This weekend at 8:00pm,
Sony Entertainment

Television's prestigious
singing reality show
Indian Idol - Season 13 will
witness Amit Kumar,
grace the ‘Kishore Kumar
Special’ episode and fur-
ther making the ‘mausam
musicana’ will also be the
cast of ‘Double XL’ -
Sonakshi Sinha, Huma
Qureshi along with
Mudassar Aziz and Vipul
D Shah. Together Along
with the special guests,
further enjoying and moti-
vating the contestants will

be judges Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani. Not only this,
adding wit, charm and
humor to the weekend
episodes will be none
other than everyone’s fa-
vorite, Harsh
Limbachiyaa. Talking
about the contestants,
‘padhaku bachchi.’
Anushka Patra from
Kolkata will be seen giving
a spellbinding perform-
ance but with a twist!

F
URO Sports Shoes,
from the house of
Red Chief Shoes, re-

cently launched their cam-
paign starring brand am-
bassador Shahid Kapoor
with a youth-enticing
TVC.

Shahid Kapoor can be
seen running, walking,
jumping and grooving to a
rather catchy beat of kab-
badi- kabbadi with a finish
that encourages viewers to
‘kass ke pakad, jam ke
jakad’. The film is the
opening act of a campaign
that wants to focus on pro-
moting shoes that allow
you to get everyday life
with élan. Elaborating on
a Hi-Grip technology that
allows easier and better
grip on surfaces, FURO
Sports is aspiring to trans-
form the space of ath-
leisure lifestyle.

When asked about the
objective of the campaign,

Manoj Gyanchandani, the
Managing Director, com-
mented, “Our goal is to
take athleisure lifestyle
and sports wear shoes to
the next level. Nowadays,
it’s all about fashion – but
function is equally impor-
tant. Our shoes have been
designed keeping opti-
mum usability in mind,
without compromising on
style and comfort.”

Kolkata has

always had a very

special place in

my heart:

Anushka Sharma

Actress Anushka Sharma is
currently shooting for

'Chakda Xpress' in Kolkata and
several parts of West Bengal
that is significant in Jhulan
Goswami's journey to reach the
summit of global glory. She
reveals how the City of Joy has
always had a significant place
in her heart.
"Kolkata has always had a very
special place in my heart. The
warmth of the city and the peo-
ple, the delicious food, the
beautiful architecture - I love
everything about Kolkata and it
is a pleasure to be back in the
city of joy for Chakda Xpress,"
she says.
"The last time I shot a film here
was for Pari and I have several
fond memories from shooting
that project here. I had also
shot the announcement video
of 'Chakda Xpress' at the Eden
Gardens and Jhulan had
dropped by for the same. It was
amazing to have her on the set
and interact with her."
"She is such a positive soul. So,
coming back here is like life
coming to a full circle for me
and the team."
The hugely-mounted Netflix
Film, which is tracing the glo-
rious journey of one of the
fastest female pacers in the
history of world cricket,
Jhulan, will showcase how
the pacer moves up the
ladder despite countless
hindrances to fulfil her
only dream: to play
cricket. Anushka says,
"We had a great shooting expe-
rience and made memories that
will last a lifetime. Jhulan is an
icon of India, as well as of West
Bengal, and shooting the film in
Kolkata and various parts of the
state, is a fitting tribute to her
legacy and her journey that
started here." Jhulan went on
to captain the Indian women's
national cricket team and is a
role model for aspiring crick-
eters in the country. 

ACROSS

1. Cry of sorrow

5. Expensive fur

10. The ____ of March

14. Luxurious

15. Directional symbol

16. Uncluttered

17. Better half

18. Throw

19. Zoo enclosure

20. Free of doubt

21. Penny ____

22. Oscar winner ____ Berry

23. "Aida," for one

25. Annoy

26. Family member

28. More flavorful

31. Author ____ Asimov

33. Educational

38. Oversupply

39. More parched

41. Stood up

42. System of symbols

44. Internet pest

45. Bureaucratic delay (2 wds.)

48. Court divider

49. Do again

53. Camp shelters

55. Ahead of time

56. Religious ceremony

58. Throat-clearing sound

61. Mexican water

62. Hazard

63. Royal address

64. Penny

65. Love greatly

66. Make socks

67. Dogwood or palm

68. Recluse

69. Observes

DOWN

1. Gifts to charity

2. Hawaiian cookout

3. Space station worker

4. Grown lambs

5. Largest desert

6. Coliseums

7. Spoiled child

8. Adoration

9. Flock mother

10. Native Peruvians

11. Handed out cards

12. National bird

13. Direct

22. Cow crowd

24. List-ending abbr.

25. Fleshy fruit

26. Endorse

27. Scandinavian capital
29. Pollute
30. Polar sight
32. One ____ time (2 wds.)
34. Be mistaken
35. Illegally made booze
36. Capri or Man
37. Highland Scot
39. Weight loss plan
40. Singer ____ Stewart
43. Serving aid
44. Hamilton bill
46. Apparel
47. Kitchen gadget
49. Respond
50. Ardent
51. Dried plum
52. Make happy
54. Chores
56. Renovate
57. Treat pleats
59. Toledo's lake
60. New York baseball team
62. Sidekick

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  30,  2022

If you find that you aren't necessarily
thinking like the rest of the group, don't
panic, Aquarius. In fact, this is probably a
good thing. By going along with the
crowd, you may be expected to act a cer-
tain way in some situations. Pretty soon
you're living like a marionette strung up
to a couple of sticks and manipulated by
an unknown hand. Think for yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your words may fall sharply on someone's
ears today, so be aware of the impact you
can have, Pisces. However, this doesn't
mean that you need to dilute your message
with lies in order to avoid the true topic of
conversation. Just be conscious of the fact
that a strong emotional response is apt to
result when you open up to the truth and tell
it like it is.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Be careful of being hypocritical, Aries. You
may not want to disappoint people you
meet, so you end up stretching the truth to
suit what they want to hear. You may catch
yourself a minute later telling someone
else the opposite in order to protect his or
her estimation of you. Figure out who you
are and stick to it. If other people don't like
you, that's their problem not yours.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may find that someone approaches you
with harsh words that are apt to have a sig-
nificant impact on your state of mind. You
could even find that you're paralyzed in the
sense that you begin to question your cur-
rent actions or ones you plan to take in the
future. Spend some time alone in order to
sort things out before you go ahead and
make any drastic life-changing moves.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have to make an important
decision today, Gemini. It has come to
the point where someone draws a line
in the sand and challenges you to cross
it. Do you stay where you are and con-
tinue on without that person, or do you
join them and support their goals and
actions? The conflict today is between
your head and your gut. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

As you take another step upward today,
Cancer, you may realize that there's a large
part of the mountain you hadn't accounted
for before. Perhaps this steep portion of the
climb wasn't visible from below when you
started the trip. Don't panic. By overreacting
to the unknown, you may lose your balance
and go sliding down the face of the mountain. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Try not to overanalyze your actions, Leo. If
you continue to pick apart every aspect, you
will end up getting nowhere. This principle
applies to your emotions, too. Be sure that
you aren't trying to make rational sense out
of every feeling that comes your way.
Feelings are there for you to experience.
Allow them to flow through your heart and
not necessarily your head.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your actions may go against your rational
thinking, but this isn't necessarily a bad
thing, Virgo. Thoughts and feelings are apt
to aggressively clash today, but that doesn't
mean you have to be a victim of the resulting
demolition. Note the big pieces that survive
after the initial impact. Recognize these as
your strengths and work to build them back
up while leaving the smaller pieces behind.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may have the perfect plan all laid out,
Libra. You've communicated to the right
people, you've traveled to the appropriate
spots to gather data, and you have all your
resources in line. For some reason, howev-
er, every time you start to implement this
plan, you run into emotional difficulties
that seem too challenging to surmount. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

What you think may happen today is apt
to be the opposite of what actually hap-
pens, Scorpio. It could be that you have
a strong mental picture of how things
should proceed but end up taking a com-
pletely different action. Try to engage
every part of your body, mind, and spirit
so that all are on the same page regard-
less of what activity you actually do.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Emotions may cloud your thoughts as
things start to heat up in a heavy way,
Sagittarius. In an effort to keep things
light and energetic, you may be missing
the core of the situation. Don't glance too
quickly over all the issues. The answer to
the riddle is right there in front of you.
Stop for a minute to catch your breath and
you will find the solutions that you seek.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Magical events may occur today in the
most unlikely places, Capricorn. Perhaps
you're expecting to see someone in a cer-
tain environment. Even if you don't see
him or her there, you will end up meeting
at a special event in an entirely different
place. Let your goal be your main focus.
Let the details of the journey fall into
place however they will.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he talented actor
Aditi Sharma and
Adnan Khan will

now be seen in the Hindi
remake of the globally ac-
claimed Turkish series
1001 Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries with actor
Adnan Khan.

Bringing forth another
intriguing story, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television unveils the
first look of ‘Katha
Ankahee’, the Hindi re-
make of the globally ac-
claimed Turkish series
1001 Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries.

The Hindi remake of
the show will star Aditi
Sharma and Adnan
Khan. With its captivat-
ing narrative and charac-
ters, the show will tug at

your heartstrings just
like the remarkable im-
pression it etched in the
hearts of millions across
the world. Inki kahaani
mein hai kasak nafrat ki,
ya kashish pyaar ki?
Jaaniye the channel takes
pride in bringing forth
the Hindi remake of the
globally acclaimed
Turkish series 1001

Nights (Binbir Gece)
that’s adapted in over 50
countries, titled ‘Katha
Ankahee’.

The show with its capti-
vating narrative and
characters will tug at
your heartstrings just
like the remarkable im-
pression it etched in the
hearts of millions across
the world.

Aditi and Adnan in Hindi remake
of ‘Turkish series 1001 Nights’

T
he wolves are howl-
ing in unison as
after 'Param

Sundari', Kriti Sanon is
back to shaking a leg on
the first song from her up-
coming movie 'Bhediya', ti-
tled 'Thumkeshwari'.

The funky dance num-
ber sees Varun Dhawan
and Kriti Sanon swaying
to Ganesh Acharya's cho-
reography. But, the major
takeaway from the song is
Shraddha Kapoor, who
also features grooving to
the upbeat number.

Sharing his thoughts on
the track, Varun Dhawan
said in a statement:
"Thumkeshwari is a num-
ber that's tailor made to
burn the dance floor. I
thoroughly enjoyed per-
forming to its funky tune.
The song's lyrics are a
catchy delight, and I am

sure fans are going to have
a gala time dancing to the
track."

'Bhediya' belongs to the
horror-comedy universe of
producer Dinesh Vijan's
Maddock Films and

Shraddha featuring in the
song takes the viewers
back to the 'Stree' days and
piques the interest of the
audience behind this ap-
pearance of her in the
song and if she will have a

cameo in the film as well.
About working on the

song, Kriti said: "I had an
absolute ball shooting for
'Thumkeshwari'. I was
sharing screen space with
Varun after a very long

time and we have never
worked on this kind of a
grand track together. This
was quite the memorable
experience." Composed by
Sachin-Jigar and penned
by Amitabh Bhattacharya,
who also wrote the lyrics
for 'Param Sundari',
Thumkeshwari is a peppy
number crooned by the
music directors them-
selves along with Ash
King and Rashmeet Kaur.

Presented by Jio
Studios and Dinesh Vijan,
'Bhediya' is a Maddock
Films production, directed
by Amar Kaushik, pro-
duced by Dinesh Vijan.

The film, which also
stars Deepak Dobriyal and
Abhishek Banerjee, will
have a pan-India theatrical
release in Hindi, Telugu
and Tamil in 2D and 3D on
November 25.

Shraddha appears in ‘Thumkeshwari’,
raises curiosity bar for ‘Bhediya’

A
ctress Rakul Preet
Singh, who has had
back-to-back re-

leases this year with
'Thank God' being her lat-
est, has jetted off to
Maldives for a brief vaca-
tion after a busy schedule
of promotions, shoots,
and juggling multiple
projects.

Taking to her social
media, the actress

dropped a super hot photo
from her vacation in the
Maldives. She can be seen
rocking an orange swim-
suit, with her hair tied up
in a high bun while sitting
by the beach. She cap-
tioned the picture as,
"#thankgod for a holiday"

A source close to the
actor also revealed that
this is Rakul's first vaca-
tion in the last 8 to 10

months as she has been
continuously shooting,
promoting and working
on her films and brands.
So, this time around she
squeezed in time for a 4-
day vacation for herself.

After having impressed
everyone with her role as
a pilot, robotics engineer,
teacher, Rakul is garner-
ing positive response for
her work in 'Thank God'.

Rakul Preet Singh’s vacay
pics from Maldives have

set mercury soaring

Shahid Kapoor made
brand ambassador

Anushka stuns everyone
with her ‘Big B’ avatar
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Sydney, Oct 29 (PTI):

Glenn Phillips rode his
luck to smash a special
hundred as New Zealand
put their poor start behind
to register a crucial 65-run
win over Sri Lanka in the
T20 World Cup, here on
Saturday. New Zealand
found themselves tottering
at 15 for three inside the
powerplay before Phillips
(104 off 64) shared an 84-
run stand with Daryl
Mitchell (22 off 24) to sta-
bilise the innings. The 25-
year-old, who was dropped
twice including early on in
his innings, played some
sensational strokes en
route to his second T20
hundred. His knock com-
prised four sixes and 10
boundaries.

Sri Lanka too lost early
wickets but, unlike New
Zealand, could not recover
from there to end at 102 all
out in 19.2 overs. Trent
Boult caused the maxi-
mum damage with the
new ball and ended up
with career-best figures of
four for 13 in four overs. It
was New Zealand's second
win in three games, with
their previous game

against Afghanistan being
a total washout. The semi-
final passage gets a lot
tougher for Asia Cup
champions Sri Lanka, who
suffered their second loss
in three games.

The game was as good
as over with Sri Lanka
slipping to 24 for five in the
seventh over.

The veteran pace of duo
of Boult and Tim Southee
ran through Sri Lanka's
top-order with the former
picking up three wickets
in his opening spell. Left-
arm spinner Mitchell
Santer (2/21) and Ish
Sodhi (2/21) also chipped
in with couple of wickets.

Barring Bhanuka
Rajapaksa's breezy 34 off
22 balls, none of the Sri
Lankan batters could get
going against a formidable
Kiwi attack.

Skipper Dasun Shanaka
(35 off 32), who has bailed
his team out of tough situ-
ations, could not do so on
Saturday.

It was New Zealand's
first game since their win
over Australia a week ago
but it did not take long for
them to operate at their op-
timal best.

Phillips, Boult power New
Zealand to big win over Sri Lanka

Perth, Oct 29:

Kagiso Rabada and
Anrich Nortje are expect-
ed to spit fire on a track
that will offer steep
bounce as India's top-order
gears up for its toughest
test in adverse conditions
against a top-notch South
African side in the T20
World Cup on Sunday. The
match, in all likelihood,
will decide the Group 2
topper and India's proba-
ble semi-final venue. The
WACA in Perth has been
the traditional venue for
many decades but now the
newly-built concrete jun-
gle called Optus Stadium
hosts the international
games.

While it looks like any
other modern cricket sta-
dium devoid of the
WACA's old world charm,
what is similar to both
grounds is spicy nature of
its track and the good
bounce on offer that could
make life difficult for bat-
ters.

In this backdrop,
Rabada and Nortje, two of
world's most fearsome
speed merchants are ex-
pected to pose some tough
questions for Rohit

Sharma, KL Rahul, Virat
Kohli and Suryakumar
Yadav. While Rabada will
bowl full and get the ball to
seam and swing at 145
clicks, expect Nortje to
mix it up with either back
of length or the hard
lengths at 150-plus speed.

Both Rohit and Virat are
fabulous horizontal bat
players and the Powerplay
overs will be all about how
well the hand-eye co-ordi-
nation of the top-order
works. The extra pace off
the track will give batters
that split second less time
to react and it will be inter-
esting to see what will be

the approach of the Indian
batters. Will they start to
attack from the word 'go'
or, like it has been a trend
in this T20 World Cup, play
the first 10 overs cautious-
ly and take the attack back
to the opposition during
the back-10? While left-
handed Rishabh Pant,
with his audacious stroke-
play, would have been a
good foil for Rohit at the
top of the order, it is un-
derstood that head coach
Rahul Dravid, for the time
being, does not want to
look beyond an out-of-form
Rahul. The other alterna-
tive to include Pant is to

drop Dinesh Karthik,
whose keeping in the two
matches has been below
par. The Netherlands
game isn't a good enough
indication to provide how
well Indian team is ready
for the Proteas Test. The
last series between the two
sides was played on low
bounce Indian belters, on
which, hitting through the
line and plonking one's
front-foot was meat and
drink for batters.

The only problem in the
South African top-order is
its skipper Temba
Bavuma, whose game isn't
suited to the needs of T20
cricket and is looking com-
pletely out of place.

However, with two of
the most exciting players
in Tristan Stubbs and
Rossouw, South Africa will
have the upperhand on an
Indian bowling attack
where only Mohammed
Shami has the ability to
bowl northwards of 140
kmph. Rossouw will come
into the match with rarest
of rare back-to-back T20I
hundreds (only other
being France's Gustav
McKeon) and will be the
biggest threat to Indian
bowlers.

India’s top-order faces
stern test from SA quicks

Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

At 37, Dinesh Karthik
could well be playing his
last ICC tournament, hav-
ing been a part of global
event squad for the first
time back in 2007.

At 25, Rishabh Pant has
years of top flight cricket
left in him. He batted from
start to finish during the
nets but a place in the play-
ing eleven still looks like a
distant reality.

Both are at different
stages of their lives --
Karthik doing some spe-
cial 'blind drills' so that
people don't criticise his
keeping in what could be
his last big tournament.

While gathering a pow-
erful throw, he seemed to
be in pain and took off his
main gloves and looked at
his 'inners'.

In case of Pant, there
was passion and anger of
a youth in his batting ses-
sion as Rahul Dravid spent
the maximum time look-
ing at his batting.

At times he treated
Shardul Thakur and
Mohammed Siraj with
utter disdain. At other
times, he played and
missed but didn't leave the

nets.

Blind Drills
On one of the coldest

days in Perth, the focus of
India's net session was
Karthik's unique keeping
drills under supervision of
fielding coach T Dilip.
Blind Drill is a specific
keeping exercise done to
increase alertness as keep-
ers get blindsided by bat-
ters when the ball comes
to them at last the mo-
ment.

How it works?
Dilip kept a couple of

red and white markers at
least four feet apart and
put a white towel on them.
As Karthik crouched be-
hind the imaginary

stumps, Dilip from the
other kept an inclined
plane used for giving
sharp catches and hit the
balls between the two road
markers and in a manner
that it gets deflected by the
towel. The towel is like a
batter, who is covering the
ball, and even if he misses
it, the keeper would get a
sight of the delivery at the
last moment. This train-
ing is specially done to get
the reflexes in order if
someone like an Axar
Patel, who bowls his deliv-
eries at a quicker pace
beats the bat. Karthik had
missed an easy stumping
chance against the
Netherlands as could
watch the ball only when it
had come near him at the

last moment. The drill has
two-fold benefits it helps in
making the reflexes quick
and improves footwork.

As Karthik did his
drills, Pant batted and bat-
ted at the other nets. One
could gauge he is hurting.
You are not a champion
player if you are not hurt
by snub.

After the two-hour ses-
sion, when everyone
thought he was packing
his kits, he took out his
keeping gear and asked
Nuwan Senaviratne to
give him throwdowns for
another 15 minutes. It
seemed he didn't want to
leave the Optus Stadium
even if the temperature
was around 10-12 degrees.
He obliged the selfie
hunters as well as the jour-
nalists. Shook hands with
familiar faces and ex-
changed pleasantries. But
it was clear, he was hurt at
being left out of playing
XI. "Rishabh bhai open
kaarlo, India ki zindaagi
badal jayegi," a fan shout-
ed from the other side of
the fence. Rishabh looked
back and started walking.
Even he wants to open but
is the team management
listening.

Karthik does special drills,
Pant bats like man possessed

Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah can't af-
ford to play all three for-
mats if he has to prolong
his career since burdening
the body with too much
cricket will keep him in-
jury prone, says Jeff
Thomson, one of the great-
est fast bowlers the world
cricket has seen.

Bumrah, easily one of
world's premier fast
bowlers in contemporary
cricket, missed the T20
World Cup due to a stress
fracture on his back. It
might keep him away for
months. Thomson, who
himself hurled 95mph
thunderbolts with an awk-
ward slinging action in the
'70s and '80s, wants
Bumrah to decide which of
the three formats he would
like to let go. "Bumrah puts
too much weight on his
body and because he plays
all formats, he is bound to
get injured. It is now upon
him to decide what he
wants to do," Thomson told
PTI during an interaction.
Call it being politically cor-
rect, no player worth his
salt would ever say that he
wouldn't play Test cricket
and opt for shorter ver-
sions. "The crowd wants
him to play white ball

cricket and comes to the
stadium to see him bowl in
white ball cricket. It is just
60 balls (ODI) or 24 balls
(T20) depending on which
format he plays.

"In Test cricket, he needs
to bowl 15 overs in a day.
You can well understand
which formats he needs to
play to prolong his career.
And with World Cups
every year, white ball for-
mats are no less impor-
tant," he explained.

But with one ICC tour-
nament pencilled in the
FTP for the next seven
years, the pace ace wants
Bumrah to weigh in all
practical possibilities.

"In a player's career, it is
only a decade that you can
bowl at the top. So more
than emotion, it is about
what works for you. What
makes your career work
better and what helps you
serve your country for
longer," said Thomson,
who took 200 Tests wickets
in 51 games.

Bumrah can’t play all formats
for too long: Jeff Thomson

Paris, Oct 29 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
champion Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty progressed to the
men's doubles final of the
French Open Super 750
badminton tournament
with a commanding
straight-game win over
Korean pair of Choi Sol
Gyu and Kim Won Ho,
here on Saturday.

The world number 8
Indian pair dished out an
attacking game and also
controlled the net well to
outwit the Korean combi-
nation, ranked 18th, 21-18
21-14 in the semifinals
that lasted 45 minutes.

The Indian pair, seeded
seventh, thus reached its
second final of a BWF
world tour event in 2022,
having won the India
Open Super 500 tourna-
ment in January earlier
this year.

Satwik and Chirag,
who had won a bronze
medal at the World
Championships in
August, will play the win-
ner of the other semifinal
between England's Ben

Lane and Sean Vendy and
Chinese Taipei's Lu
Ching Yao and Yang Po
Han.

Up against opponents
whom they have never
played before, Chirag was
relentless at the front
court, while Satwik un-
leashed his booming
smashes from the back as
the Indians put up a clini-
cal show at Stade Pierre
de Coubertin.

Satwik and Chirag, the
2019 edition's runner-up
pair, never looked in trou-
ble as they kept things in
their grip right from the
start. The Indians came

up with an all-out attack
and were up 2-0 early on
and despite the Koreans
managing to claw back at
7-7, Satwik and Chirag en-
sured they were four
points ahead at the mid
game interval.

After the break, the
Koreans briefly tried to
dictate the pace of the ral-
lies with their returns
getting steeper. Soon they
were 16-13 up, but an alert
Chirag produced a pre-
cise return to keep mov-
ing ahead.

With the Indians hit-
ting the net and out of the
court on a number of oc-

casions, the Koreans
brought the equation
down to 18-19 but Choi
then committed an un-
forced error to hand two
game points to their oppo-
nents. Chirag then sealed
the opening game with a
precise smash.

The Indian combina-
tion continued with their
aggressive game plan in
the second game which
saw some good rallies
early on. After 3-3, Satwik
and Chirag moved to a 7-4
lead.

The Koreans, however,
rallied their way back to
9-10 after a slew of ex-
changes but Chirag un-
leashed a smash to give
themselves a two-point
cushion at the interval.

Chirag took control of
the front court as he was
more alert and produced
some good shots even as
the Korean pair found the
going tough to lag 10-15.

Two net errors from
Korea took the Indian
pair to 18-12. A deceptive
return-to-serve gave the
Koreans one more point
but Chirag responded
with a body return.

Satwik-Chirag duo enters French Open final
Port of Spain, Oct 29 (PTI):

West Indies white-ball
captain Nicholas Pooran is
in no mood to quit in the
aftermath of their T20
World Cup debacle, and
vowed to bounce back
strongly by taking the first
round ouster as "motiva-
tion".

Two-time champions
West Indies were eliminat-
ed in the qualifiers for the
first time in the history of
the ongoing showpiece.

West Indies, the most
successful T20 World Cup
team, failed to qualify for
the Super 12 stage, follow-
ing which head coach Phil
Simmons has decided to
step down, with the two-
Test series in Australia,
starting November 30 in
Perth set to be his last as-
signment. "Playing cricket
is my dream and obvious-
ly I have had my test in life
as well and this is another
test for me," Pooran said
ahead of leading defend-
ing champions Trinidad
and Tobago in the Super50
Cup, a regional List A
tournament. "I am a per-
son that embraces chal-

lenges and this was just
another one for me. It is
not going to stop me. I am
going to continue to learn
from my experiences and
again, I am happy I can
wake up in the morning
and see that I have an op-
portunity to play cricket
again," he added.

Pooran was forced into
captaincy after Kieron
Pollard's surprise retire-
ment in May this year and
his next big challenge
would be the ODI World
Cup in India next year.

Pooran vows to
bounce back strongly

Perth, Oct 29 (PTI):

KL Rahul might have
failed in a couple of games
but that's not a big enough
"sample size" to drop him
and include Rishabh Pant
at the top of the order,
India batting coach
Vikram Rathour said on
eve of the T20 World Cup
match against South
Africa on Sunday.

Rahul scored 1 off 4
balls against Pakistan
while a touch and go leg
before decision saw him
get dismissed for 9 off 12
balls against the
Netherlands.

While Pant has shown a
lot of intent as Rohit
Sharma's opening partner
in the brief chances that

he has got, Rathour made
it clear that the talented
Rourkee man will have to
wait for now. "No. We
aren't really not thinking
about that," Rathour dis-
missed the idea of Pant's
inclusion for the time
being.

"I don't think that's a
good enough sample size
anyway. He's been batting
really well and also batted
well in practice games. So
we aren't changing any-
thing," he was categorical
in his reply. While Pant is
an absolute match winner,
it is difficult to fit in both
Dinesh Karthik and him
in same playing XI. Also
with team roping in
Karthik for a specific role,
there is no chance that the
37 year old will be kept out
of the playing XI.

"Only 11 can play unfor-
tunately and I know and
understand Rishabh is a
fantastic player and we
know he can be destruc-
tive against any opposi-
tion," said Rathour. While
Rathour wanted to soften
the blow but it was clear
they are not even thinking
about Pant.

Can't drop Rahul on basis
of two bad innings: Rathour

Johor, (Malaysia), Oct 29:

India, on Saturday, won their
third Sultan of Johor Cup title
after defeating Australia in the
final. They overcame a resilient
Australian side on the penalties
after full time ended on 1-1. In
the regulation time, India took
the lead in the first quarter
after Chirmako Sudeep scored
a brilliant field goal. Australia
responded in the second quar-
ter when Holland drove
through Indian defence to
equalize. Both teams tried their
best for next 30 minutes but
failed to score anything, forc-
ing the match into a penalty
shootout. The penalty shoot-
out started with Vishnukant
Singh putting India into lead

with the very first shot.
Multiple players from both
sides, including India's star
Boby Dhami Singh, missed
chances in what was a rather
strange shootout. After the first
five shots, both teams were
level at 3-3. With the shootout
going into sudden death,
Chirmako Sudeep scored for
India and Shashikumar Mohit
saved the penalty from Joshua
Brooks to ensure that India win
the title after last time's heart-
break. This is India's third title
after winning it consecutively in
2013 and 2014. Earlier, India
had finished second in the
group stages behind Australia
with two draws, two wins and a
loss against South Africa in five
matches.

Sultan Johor Cup: India
crowned champions

Beats Australia in shootout

Agra resident ensures
respectful disposal of idols

Agra, Oct 29 (PTI): 

With an aim to respect-
fully dispose idols of
deities after Diwali, a local
man here has taken up the
responsibility of collect-
ing them from designated
sites and immersing them
in river Yamuna with
Vedic rituals. Sunil Dubey,
45, said he was hurt to see
the idols being thrown on
streets and temple premis-
es after the festival and
hence came up with the
initiative.

"I was pained to see
idols of Laxmi and
Ganesh being kept under
trees, temple premises, on
walls and near footpaths
among other places,"
Dubey told PTI. "It shows
how selfish we are. After
worshipping the idols, we
put them outside and do
not care," he added. Dubey

said 101 places have been
earmarked where people
have been asked to keep
the idols and that he and
his team spend about five
to six hours everyday in
collecting them.

"Being a member of the
Brahmin Parishad, I
shared the idea of dispos-
ing the idols at a 'kund' in
Hathi Ghat on the banks
of the Yamuna. They not
only appreciated the plan
but also extended support.
Since then, I have been
carrying out this work,"
he said.

"We also received sup-
port from Agra Municipal
Corporation," Dubey
added. Anish Chaturvedi,
who supports the initia-
tive, said he had seen sev-
eral idols thrown on roads
and being run over by ve-
hicles. "Such practices
should be discouraged
and awareness be creat-
ed," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Top commanders of the
Indian Navy will carry
out a comprehensive re-
view of the country's
maritime security at a
four-day conclave begin-
ning Monday in the back-
drop of the geo-political
turmoil triggered by the
Ukraine conflict and
China's increasing forays
into the Indian Ocean re-
gion. The commanders
are also expected to delve
into the overall situation
in the Indo-Pacific, offi-
cials said.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan, Army Chief
Gen Manoj Pande and Air
Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari are scheduled
to address the command-

ers on a range of subjects
including tri-services
convergence and combat
readiness. "The confer-
ence would also dwell
upon the dynamics of the
geostrategic situation of
the region and the Navy's
readiness to deal with the
same," the Indian Navy
said.

It said the Indian
Navy's standing as the
'preferred security part-
ner' in the region has also
grown concomitantly in
recent times and it is
poised to "counter" all
maritime security chal-
lenges emerging due to
uncertain geo-strategic
situations in the Indian
Ocean and beyond.

The conference serves
as a platform for naval
commanders to discuss
important maritime mat-
ters at the military-strate-
gic level through an insti-
tutionalised forum.

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
P Chidambaram on
Saturday attacked the
Centre over the issue of
unemployment, alleging
that the legacy of the Modi
government after eight
years is "no jobs".

The Congress has been
attacking the government
over alleged lack of jobs
for the youth and rising
unemployment.

"After 37 lakhs in Uttar
Pradesh applying for
Grade 'C' jobs, we have 35
lakh applicants for 40,000
Agniveer jobs. Is the gov-
ernment listening to the
anguished voices of the
young men: 'we are desper-
ate, we have no choice',"
Chidambaram said in a

tweet. "That is the legacy
of the Modi government
after 8 years: NO JOBS,"
the former finance minis-
ter asserted. The unem-
ployment rate is eight per
cent, which is understated
because of massive dis-
guised employment, he
added. "The September

Monthly Review of the
Ministry of Finance does
not utter a word on unem-
ployment!" Chidambaram
said. The senior Congress
leader has been alleging
that the government's poli-
cies have resulted in wors-
ening the economic situa-
tion of the country.

NGT directs closure of commercial establishments in UP 

New Delhi, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Groundwater vests in the
state and its extraction is
not permissible without
consent, the National
Green Tribunal has said
while directing the closure
of all establishments in
Uttar Pradesh which are
operating without manda-
tory permissions and with-
drawing water illegally.

The NGT said that ac-
cording to the Central
Ground Water Authority's
report, more than 70 per
cent of hotels or commer-
cial establishments across
nine districts in Uttar
Pradesh were found to be
extracting groundwater il-

legally. "Under the circum-
stances, case appears to be
made out for directing seal-
ing of all establishments
operating without manda-
tory consents to operate as
per Water Act, till compli-
ance and registering crimi-
nal cases for theft of
groundwater against own-
ers of the establishments.

"The groundwater vests
in the State and extraction
is not permissible without
consent of the State.
Further, such extraction
can only be on payment of
laid down charges," the tri-
bunal said.

A bench headed by chair-
person Justice A K Goel
said that the situation was
alarming as shown by ram-
pant violations, defeating
the directions of the
Supreme Court for control
and regulation of ground-
water extractions.

"There is a grey area of

about 25 per cent for want
of information being fur-
nished or collected," the
bench said, adding, "We
have no other option but to
hold that there is an all-
round failure of the statu-
tory authorities in comply-
ing with the mandate of the
judgement of the Supreme
Court."

The approvals for
groundwater extraction
were being granted me-
chanically, while alterna-
tives to groundwater ex-
traction were not being
considered, resulting in a
shortage of potable water
for drinking purposes, the
bench said.

"Under the circum-
stances, the case appears to
be made out to direct seal-
ing of all establishments
operating without manda-
tory consent to operate as
per the Water Act, till com-
pliance and registering

criminal cases for theft of
groundwater against own-
ers of the establishments,"
the green panel said.

Determining the amount
of interim compensation,
the bench said it was Rs 50
lakh per establishment
having more than 100
rooms, Rs 25 lakh per estab-
lishment having 50-100
rooms and Rs 10 lakh per
establishment having up to
50 rooms.

"We direct interim com-
pensation at the above rate
be deposited by all the es-
tablishments identified as
extracting groundwater
without permission as well
those not having consent to
operate under the Water
Act," the NGT said.

The deposit has to be
made within one month
with the respective District
Magistrates, failing which
theft cases would be regis-
tered against the establish-

ments concerned and
borewells sealed, the NGT
said. The already constitut-
ed joint committee of the
Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) had to
assess the final compensa-
tion after giving an oppor-
tunity to the establish-
ments concerned, within
three months, it said.

The committee also had
to verify the compliance for
non-verified establish-
ments within one month,
the NGT said. "We further
direct that while granting
consents, the requirement
of installing digital water
meters connected to central
servers may be laid down
and in respect of establish-
ments having water supply
from the local bodies and
also extracting groundwa-
ter, there should be sepa-
rate digital meters in re-
spect of both sources," the
NGT said.

Ex-Andaman CS grilled
for second day

Port Blair, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Former chief sec-
retary of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands
Jitendra Narain was
on Saturday grilled
for the second con-
secutive day in con-
nection with the al-
leged gangrape of a

21-year-old woman, an offi-
cial said. A Special
Investigation Team (SIT) of
the Andaman and Nicobar
Police started questioning
the senior official around
11 AM at Police Lines in
Port Blair.

The interrogation was
underway for more than
six hours. Narain was
brought inside the Police
Lines premises through a
rear gate to avoid protest-

ers. The practice was fol-
lowed on Friday as well as
agitators carrying placards
staged a protest at the main
gate. The SIT, headed by
senior IPS officer Monika
Bhardwaj of the Andaman
and Nicobar Police, had
questioned Narain for over
eight hours on Friday.

The investigation team
was constituted to probe al-
legations that the woman
was lured to the chief sec-
retary's residence with the
promise of a government
job and then raped by top
officials including Narain.

Labour Commissioner R
L Rishi was also accused of
raping the woman while a
police inspector and a hotel
owner were named in the
FIR as accomplices in the
crime. The police inspector

was also interrogated by
the SIT on Friday.

Narain is being kept at
private resort here. The
senior official arrived here
to face questioning follow-
ing a Calcutta High Court
order. The FIR was regis-
tered on October 1 when
Narain was posted as the
chairman and managing
director of the Delhi
Financial Corporation. The
government suspended
him on October 17 with im-
mediate effect.

The woman said as her fa-
ther and stepmother did not
take care of her financial
needs, she needed a job and
was introduced by some
people to the labour com-
missioner as he was close to
the then chief secretary. She
claimed in the FIR that the

chief secretary appointed
"7,800 candidates" in vari-
ous departments in the ad-
ministration of the islands
"on the basis of recommen-
dation only" and without
any "formal interview". The
woman alleged that she was
lured to the chief secre-
tary's home with the prom-
ise of a government job, and
then raped there on April 14
and May 1.

A vacation bench of the
Calcutta High Court com-
prising justices Bibek
Chaudhuri and Prasenjit
Biswas has granted interim
protection against arrest to
Narain till a date that will
be fixed by the circuit
bench in Port Blair on
November 14, on its first
date of sitting after the
Durga Puja vacation.

p At 4-day conclave
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Chief Operation Officer of the Royal Bhutan Army (COO) Lt. General Batoo Tshering addresses during the Passing
Out Parade at Officers Training Academy (OTA), in Chennai, Saturday. 

PASSING OUT PARADE

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during the foundation stone laying ceremony of CM Rise
school, in Indore, Saturday. 

STONE LAYING CEREMONY
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‘Legacy of Modi govt 
after 8 years no jobs’

P Chidambaram

After Diwali

Top naval commanders to
review maritime security

Flock of migratory Amur Falcon
arrives in Arunachal 

Itanagar, Oct 29 (PTI): 

Much to the delight of
locals and forest officials
in Tirap district of
Arunachal Pradesh, a
flock of over a hundred
Amur Falcons have ar-
rived in the easternmost
district as part of their an-
nual migration, a senior
forest official said.

The migratory avian
species arrived at Nuisa
village in the district on
October 18, covering an
aerial distance of over
3,700 kilometres from
south-eastern Siberia and
will fly to South Africa
after reposing in the dis-
trict for more than two
weeks, the official said.

The Amur falcon (Falco
amurensis) is a small rap-
tor of the falcon family. It
breeds in south-eastern
Siberia and Northern
China before migrating in
large flocks across India

and over the Arabian Sea
to winter in Southern and
East Africa. "Besides
Nuisa, we have also record-
ed the presence of the
birds at nearby sites like
Mintong, Pangchau and
Wakka in the district,"
Chief Conservator of
Forest of Southern
Arunachal circle Chimoy
Simai said.

Simai has been visiting
all the roosting sites since
October 18. "Every
evening, these avian preda-
tors engage in a feeding
frenzy on certain types of
termites that surface only
on sunny days," the official
said. The chief conserva-
tor has instructed the
Kanubari forest division to

carry out an awareness
drive to protect the roost-
ing ground from any
human interference.

Simai said that he is con-
fident that the local people
will understand the signifi-
cance of it and participate
in the conservation process
as it will also create a scope
to generate income
through the eco-tourism
prospects.

As a preventive measure,
the forest department has
seized 28 catapults from
nearby villages. "On sunny
days, termites are available
and the birds come down to
feed on the insects or else
they stay atop hills at an el-
evation of 1,090 metres as
we recorded," Simai said.

ASI seeks permission to 
undertake excavation at Nindaur

Patna, Oct 29 (PTI): 

The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI),
Patna Circle has submit-
ted a proposal to its Delhi
headquarters to conduct
an excavation at 'Nindaur'
in Bihar's Kaimur district
for its probable connec-
tion with Nanda kings of
Magadha.

The Nanda dynasty
ruled Magadha in north-
ern India between 343 and
321 BCE (Before Common
Era) and the capital was
Pataliputra (modern-day
Patna).

"The geographical posi-
tion of the site (Nindaur)
is very important. It is sit-
uated on the ancient route
between Pataliputra to
Kashi via the Son river
Sasaram-Bhabhua. It was
the largest city settlement
in between ancient
Magadha and Kashi ma-

hajanapada," Goutami
B h a t t a c h a r y a ,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archaeologist (ASI, Patna
circle) told PTI.

The site may have
served as an administra-
tive and trade centre of
the early historic period.
The site deserves a thor-

ough probe by archaeolo-
gists and archaeological
excavation here will be
"extremely rewarding",
Bhattacharya said.

Nindaur is about 220
km from Patna.

"We recently submitted
a proposal to the ASI
headquarters for conduct-
ing an excavation at
Nindaur' for its probable
connection with Nanda
kings of Magadha", she
said.

The mound of histori-
cal importance of the vil-
lage was first noticed by F
Buchanan in the year
1812-13 and then referred
to by W W Hunter in the
year 1877, Bhattacharya
explained.

p For its connection
with Nanda kings


