
MPs attendance 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  To ensure
attendance of its MPs in
parliamentary committee
meetings, the BJP is
doing a "surprise check"
to see whether its MPs
are present in the meet-
ings or not, sources said
on Friday. As the commit-
tees take up contentious
issues, the BJP feels it is
important to ensure prop-
er attendance of the party
MPs to counter opposition
members in these panels,
they said. The
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister's office in tan-
dem with BJP's parlia-
mentary party office are
conducting these surprise
checks on MPs' atten-
dance in the committee
meetings, they said.

Sexual assault 
PPaallaakkkkaadd:: A 48-year-old
man has been sentenced
to 20 years imprisonment
by a Kerala court for sex-
ually assaulting a minor
girl at his residence in
Nattukal area of Palakkad
district of the state.
Pattambi Fast Track
Special Court Judge
Satish Kumar also
imposed a fine of Rs one
lakh on the convict and
directed that the amount,
if recovered, be paid to
the victim who was seven
years old at the time of
the sexual assault in 2020,
special public prosecutor
Nisha Vijayakumar said.

Tiger on prowl 
WWaayyaannaadd:: A tiger on the
prowl, which had been giv-
ing sleepless nights to local
residents in nearby Cheeral
for the past one month,
finally landed in a cage
placed by Forest officials in
the wee hours of Friday.
The stray big cat had
attacked at least 13 domes-
tic animals in one month
after its presence was
reported for the first time
in the forest-fringe area.
The 10-year old male tiger
fell into the trap placed
near the forest checkpost
amidst the protest staged
by anxious local people
alleging laxity in catching
the cattle-killer animal.

Toddler mauled
AAmmrreellii:: A three-year-old
boy was mauled to death
by a wild animal, suspect-
ed to be a lion, at a village
in Gir forest region in
Gujarat's Amreli district,
an official from the forest
department said on Friday.
The child's remains were
found on a field this morn-
ing, not far from where he
was attacked when he
was walking with his fami-
ly members at
Ghanshyamnagar village
of Savarkundla range in
Gir (East) division forest
on Thursday evening, the
official said.

‘CHHATH PUJA’

Devotees apply vermillion to each other during the first day of 'Chhath Puja' festival,
in Patna, Friday.
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Cadets perform during the 
combined display organised as
part of the Passing Out Parade
of Gentlemen and Lady Cadets,

at Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in Chennai, Friday.
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Mumbai, Oct 28 (PTI): 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday said key conspira-
tors and planners of the
26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks continue to remain
protected and unpunished.

Speaking at a special
meeting here on
'Countering the Use of
New and Emerging
Technologies for Terrorist
Purposes', he said, the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) has "re-
grettably" been unable to
act in some cases when it
comes to proscribing some
terrorists because of "po-
litical considerations".

"The key conspirators
and the planners of 26/11
terror attacks continue to
remain protected and un-
punished," he said.

This, Jaishankar said,
undermines the collective
credibility and collective
interest.

Jaishankar, along with
Michael Moussa,
Gabonese Foreign minis-
ter and president of the
UNSC, paid tributes to the
victims who lost their lives
in the 26/11 terror attack
at Taj Mahal Palace hotel
here.Jaishakar said the
"shocking" terror attack
was an attack not just on
Mumbai, but on the inter-
national community.

'Key conspirators and planners of
26/11 attacks continue to remain

protected and unpunished'

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
rapped the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for filing a
plea seeking cancellation of
bail of an accused suffering
from cancer, saying it
should not have wasted
"stationery, legal fees and
the court's time".

The man, an employee of
a private bank, was arrest-
ed in connection with an
embezzlement case of Rs 24
crore. A bench of Justices
M R Shah and M M
Sundresh imposed a cost of
Rs 1 lakh to be borne by the
officer concerned, who
granted the permission to
file the Special Leave
Petition. "The Department
ought not to have filed such
a Special Leave Petition

wasting the stationery, the
legal fees and Court's time.
The Special Leave Petition
stands dismissed with ex-
emplary cost, to be borne
by the concerned officer,
who granted the permis-
sion to file the Special
Leave Petition, quantified
at Rs 1,00,000, to be recov-
ered from the salary of
such an officer.

"The cost to be deposited
by the Department with the
Registry of this Court with-
in a period of four weeks
from today. On such de-
posit, Rs.50,000/- be trans-
ferred to National Legal
Services Authority, New
Delhi and Rs.50,000/- to
Mediation and Conciliation
Project Committee,
Supreme Court," the bench
said.

New York, Oct 28 (PTI): 

"Let the good times roll",
billionaire Elon Musk
tweeted on Friday, hours
after he completed his ac-
quisition of Twitter for a
whopping USD 44 billion
and started off as the social
media giant's new owner by
firing its top executives, in-
cluding CEO Parag
Agrawal.

"The bird is freed," Musk
had tweeted on Friday after
completing the takeover of
Twitter and firing the so-
cial media giant's four top
executives, including
Agrawal, legal executive
Vijaya Gadde, Chief

Financial Officer Ned
Segal and General Counsel
Sean Edgett. "Spoiler Alert.
Let the good times roll,"
Musk, 51, tweeted early
Friday morning after end-
ing Thursday night with
his acquisition of Twitter.

"I will be digging in more
today," Musk said in reply
to a tweet by a user called
Catturd' who tweeted that
he will be tweeting a mes-
sage "every day to see if
anything changes. As of
now, I'm still
Shadowbanned, ghost-
banned, searchbanned, and
Twitter removed 1200 fol-
lowers today - as usual.

Nothing has changed - I'll
report again tomorrow."

Musk, a self-styled "free
speech absolutist", has
been critical of Twitter's
management and its mod-
eration policies.

"At least one of the exec-
utives who was fired was
escorted out of Twitter's of-
fice," a report in the New
York Times reported.

The deal's closing re-
moves a cloud of uncer-
tainty that has hung over
Twitter's business, employ-
ees and shareholders for
much of the year, the CNN
commented.

After initially agreeing
to buy the company in
April, Musk spent months
attempting to get out of the
deal, first citing concerns
about the number of bots
on the platform and later
allegations raised by a com-
pany whistleblower.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The National Commission for
Women on Friday formed a
two-member fact-finding team
to look into allegations of auc-
tioning off of girls for loan
repayment in Rajasthan's
Bhilwara district, it said in a
release.
The women's panel said it had
come across several media
reports about girls being auc-
tioned off to settle disputes
over loan repayments in
Bhilwara.
It has been reported that in
many settlements, girls are
sold into prostitution on stamp
paper. In some cases, their
mothers are raped on the dik-
tat of 'khap' (caste) panchay-
ats for the settlement of dis-
putes, it said. In its statement,

the women's panel called the
reported crimes "extremely
appalling and traumatising"
and said it had constituted a
two member fact-finding team
to look into the matter.
National Commission for
Women Chairperson Rekha
Sharma has also written to the
Rajasthan chief secretary and
demanded urgent action.
Sharma has also asked the
chief secretary to apprise the
commission on the action
taken. The commission has
also written to the Director
General of Police in Rajasthan
to immediately lodge an FIR
under relevant sections and
arrest the accused at the earli-
est. A copy of the letter has
been sent to the
Superintendent of Police in
Bhilwara.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar pays tribute to 26/11 
victims at a memorial in Hotel Taj Mahal Palace, before a special
meeting of the United Nations Security Council’s Counter
Terrorism Committee (CTC) in Mumbai.

Surajkund , Oct 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday mooted the
idea of "One Nation, One
Uniform" for police, saying it
is just a suggestion for con-
sideration and he is not try-
ing to impose it on the states.

Addressing a "Chintan
Shivir" of state home minis-
ters through video-confer-
encing, Modi also warned of
forces that are increasing
their intellectual sphere to
push the youth towards ex-
tremism and pervert the
minds of coming genera-
tions. "Every form of
Naxalism, be it the one with
guns or the one with pens,
have to be uprooted to pre-
vent them from misleading
the youth of the country," he

said. Modi said for the sake
of the unity and integrity of
the nation and with the in-
spiration of Sardar Patel
"we can not allow any such
forces to flourish in our
country". He said such
forces get significant help in-
ternationally.

About his "One Nation,
One Uniform" suggestion,
the prime minister said he
thinks that the identity of
the police forces across the
country could be identical.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

A court here on Friday
sought response from the
CBI on the bail application
of businessman Vijay Nair,
arrested in connection with
the Delhi excise policy scam
case in which Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is
also an accused.

The court issued notice to
the agency and directed it to
file a reply by November 3,
when the court will further
hear the matter.

Nair claimed in his appli-
cation that there was no
purpose of keeping him in
further custody since he
was not required for custo-
dial interrogation any
more. According to the pros-
ecution, Nair, who is associ-

ated with the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), entered into a
criminal conspiracy with
others, and in furtherance
of the conspiracy, the excise
policy of the government of
the national capital territo-
ry of Delhi (GNCTD) of
2021-2022 was framed and
implemented.

The motive was to pro-
vide undue and illegal
favours to liquor manufac-
turers and distributors at
the cost of the government
exchequer and the policy re-
sulted in a huge revenue
loss to the government, the
prosecution said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had reg-
istered an FIR against the
accused along with some
public servants and excise

department officers, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, and other named
and unnamed accused per-
sons under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC and the
Prevention of Corruption
Act on allegations of vari-
ous irregularities in the
framing and implementa-
tion of the excise policy.

According to the FIR, the
accused public servants
were instrumental in rec-
ommending and taking de-
cisions about the excise pol-
icy, without getting ap-
proval from the competent
authority.

The intent of the accused
was to extend undue
favours to the liquor li-
censees for illegal pecu-
niary benefits, the FIR said.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The BJP on Friday urged
the Election Commission to
order a CBI probe into the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi's allegation that its
members tried to poach
some MLAs of the regional
party, claiming that the en-
tire event has been staged
to influence the Munugode
bypoll.

A BJP delegation, which
met the commission, also
accused Odisha's ruling
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) of

being behind a "sinister" at-
tempt to malign the "per-
sonal image" of Home
Minister Amit Shah
through a "fake and doc-
tored" audio clip with a
view to influence the
Dhamnagar bypoll. It
sought "deterrent" action
against the accused and
urged the Election
Commission (EC) to get an
FIR lodged against BJD
members allegedly behind
it. Both assembly bypolls are
due on November 3.

"A fake and doctored
audio clip has been released
through social media by
BJD functionaries of an al-
leged meeting between
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah and one independent
candidate of Dhamnagar
constituency. The fact is no
such meeting took place,"
the delegation said. It in-
cluded Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar, BJP
general secretary Arun
Singh and party chief
spokesperson Anil Baluni
besides another leader Om
Pathak. Chandrasekhar said
serious efforts at "intimida-
tion" and disrupting the by-
polls in Telangana and
Odisha are underway. Both
state governments have
been "unsettled" by growing
popularity of the BJP and
are resorting to illegal meth-
ods to influence outcomes of
the polls, he alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested director of
Ludhiana-based SEL Textiles
Neeraj Saluja in connection with
a Rs 1530.99 crore fraud case in
the Central Bank of India, offi-
cials said on Friday.
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had booked
the yarn and fabrics manufac-
turing company, which has units
at Malout and Nawanshahr in
Punjab, Nemrana in Rajasthan
and Hansi in Haryana, on August
6, 2020, along with its directors
on a complaint from the bank.
Saluja will be produced before a
special court in Mohali on
Saturday, the officials said.
"It was alleged that huge
amounts of bank loans were

diverted by the the accused to
its related parties and subse-
quently, adjustment entries were
made. It was also alleged that
the accused had shown procure-
ment of machineries from non-
reputed suppliers and thereby
over-invoiced the bills," a CBI
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. The spokesperson said
huge amount of primary security
against the credit limit such as
stock and finished goods were
allegedly disposed off by the
accused to misappropriate bank
money as sale proceeds of
goods were not deposited with
the bank. During investigation,
the CBI had examined several
persons and the director (Saluja)
was found to be evasive in his
replies, he said.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

A court here has slapped
the prosecution with Rs
5,000 costs while hearing a
case related to the 2020
northeast Delhi riots for
not submitting photo-
graphs with the requisite
certificate under Section
65B of the Indian
Evidence Act.

Section 65(B) of the
Indian Evidence Act says
that electronic records
need to be certified by a
person occupying a re-
sponsible official position
for being admissible as ev-
idence in any court pro-
ceedings.

Without the requisite
certificate, electronic

records such as photo-
graphs are inadmissible as
evidence.

The court was cross-ex-
amining the complainant
and prosecution witness
Sanjay Kumar Goyal in a
rioting case registered
against accused Noor
Mohammad.

"His (complainant's) fur-
ther examination is de-
ferred because, despite di-
rections given way back,
the prosecution did not ob-
tain a certificate under
Section 65B of the Indian
Evidence Act in respect of
photographs handed over
by the complainant,"
Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala said
in a recent order.

SC raps ED for seeking 
cancellation of bail of accused

suffering from cancer

‘Let the good times roll’
̈ Billionaire Elon

Musk tweets on
first morning as
new Twitter boss

NCW forms fact-finding
team to probe into ‘auction’

of girls in Bhilwara

PM moots idea of ‘One Nation, One Uniform’ for police
̈ Modi warns of

forces perverting
young minds

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses 'Chintan Shivir' of Home Ministers of states in Surajkund,
via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Friday.

SSuurraajjkkuunndd:: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said a
piece of single fake news has the capability to snowball into a
matter of national concern and emphasised the need to come
up with technological advancement to check them.
Addressing the 'Chintan Shivir' here, a gathering of home min-
isters of states to deliberate on issues of internal security,
Modi stressed on the need to educate people about analysing
and verifying any piece of information before forwarding it to
others. "One should think 10 times before forwarding any
information and verify it before believing it. Every platform
has tools to verify any information. 

Fake news capable of snowballing into matter
of national concern: PM

Delhi excise policy case

Court seeks CBI’s reply on 
businessman Vijay Nair’s bail plea

Delhi riots: Court imposes
Rs 5,000 costs on 

prosecution for ‘inaction’

BJP seeks CBI probe into
T’gana poaching claims
̈ Slams BJD for

attempt to malign
Amit Shah’s image

CBI arrests company’s
director in over Rs 1500-cr

bank fraud case Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2288:: Police have ar-
rested a man on charges of
killing his cousin. The deceased
was involved in the trade of
wood. The incident was the out-
come of a money dispute. Police
succeeded to arrest the accused
of this blind murder case within
few hours of the crime. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed that
the body of a man was found at
a quarry in the outskirts of vil-
lage Dhaurabhata (Parsahi) on
Friday morning. On information,
a team from Utai Police Station
reached the spot and investiga-
tions were launched. 

Police found injury marks on
the head and other parts of the
body. Soon the body was identi-
fied as Ishwar Sahu (36) son of
Panchram Sahu a resident of
Itwari Bazar Chowk, Anda.

Ishwar Sahu's in-laws' place is in
village Parsahi while his mater-
nal uncle's place was in
Dhaurabhata. Accordingly, police
interrogated the locals and came
to know that Ishwar had visited
Parsahi on Thursday to collect a
payment of Rs 30000 from a
wood trader. When the cops
questioned the trader, he con-
firmed that Ishwar had come to
his place and had departed after
receiving the payment. Police

further collected information
about the people with whom the
deceased was seen on Thursday.
On suspicion, Ishwar's cousin
Yogesh Kumar Sahu (23) was
taken into custody. Yogesh is a
resident of village Kodar Sakri
(PS Arjunda, Balod) and has
been staying in Bhopal to work
as Tiles Mason. During sustained
interrogation, he confessed to
have murdered Ishwar. 

Yogesh disclosed that he had
borrowed Rs 15000 from Ishwar
and he was pressuring him to re-
turn the money. On Thursday
evening, they consumed liquor in
the outskirts of village Parsahi.
Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, Yogesh bludgeoned Ishwar
to death and escaped from the
spot. He threw Yogesh's mobile
phone on the roadside, which
was later recovered by police.
Investigations are on.

Clash between two groups; car set on fire
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: Tension
prevailed in village
Ghughuwa of
Amleshwar Police
Station area following a
violent clash between two
groups. Car of the
sapanch's brother was set
on fire by some women of
the rival group. The clash
was the outcome of some
old rivalry.
Police team including
women personnel
reached the spot to diffuse
the tension. According to
information, the incident
occurred around 23:00 hrs
on Thursday. Police re-
ceived information about
a clash between two
groups after which ERV
of Dial 112 reached the
spot.

Sub Inspector Vijay

Mishra, Head Constable
Satish Kashyap,
Constables Deependra
Dewangan and Hasan Ali
reached the spot and
found that 20-25 people in-
cluding women had gath-
ered in front of the resi-
dence of the Sarpanch
Bhanu Sonkar. They were
hurling abuses at the
Sarpanch and his family.

On the other hand, the
Sarpanch and his family
members were at the roof
of their residence and
they were also using abu-
sive words for the people
of the rival group. Cops
tried to intervene but
were unable to control the
situation as the women
had come forward.

Meanwhile, some
women poured kerosene
on the car parked outside
Sarpanch's residence and

set it on fire. When
the cops tried to stop
them, they started ac-
cusing the cops also.
Considering the un-
controlled situation,
top cops were in-
formed after which
SDOP (Patan)
Dewansh Singh
Rathore accompanied
by SHOs of Patan and
Bhatti Police Station
reached there with a
police team.

A woman Inspector
and women person-
nel also reached the
spot to control the
women rioters. The
situation was brought
under control and
some of the people in-
volved in the incident
have been taken into
c u s t o d y .
Investigations are on.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: SAIL
Chairman Soma Mondal
visited Bhilai Steel Plant
on Friday. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
I/c(BSP) received Mondal
at the airport on her arrival
while all Executive
Directors at BSP welcomed
Mondal at Bhilai Niwas.
AK Singh, Director
(Technical), who was al-
ready at Bhilai since
October 27, accompanied
Mondal on her visit to
Bhilai Steel Plant.

At the outset, Mondal
visited Safety Excellence
Centre. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP), AK

Singh, Director
(Technical), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), MM Gadre, ED (P
& A), Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), Dr AK
Panda, ED (Finance), were
present during Mondal's

Plant visit. Mondal inaugu-
rated and dedicated to the
Nation the revamped Blast
Furnace 7 after its Capital
repair. BF 7 was blown-in
after capital repair on
October 26, 2022. Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron)
was present on the occa-

sion. This was followed by
visits to Plate Mill,
Sintering Plant III and Ore
Handling Plant B.

As part of the ongoing
digital transformation ini-
tiatives in Bhilai Steel
Plant, QR code-based
Drawing Retrieval System

was inaugurated in Sinter
Plant-III by Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL during
her visit. All the drawings
and manuals of any electri-
cal panel can be directly
downloaded in mobile
phones at site by scanning
the QR code pasted on that

panel with the help of this
system. Chairman SAIL
and all the senior officers
complimented the team for
this tremendous achieve-
ment and team work. They
said that this system will be
very useful and should be
implemented in other de-

partments / Plants of SAIL
also. The Chairman also
visited Devbaloda temple
monument, PCB Centre
and JLN Hospital and
Research Centre. Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c (M
& HS), Dr Pramod
Binayake, CMO (M & HS)

accompanied Chairman,
SAIL on her visit to the hos-
pital. In the afternoon she
chaired a Plant
Performance review on
Bhilai Steel Plant at Ispat
bhavan where Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP), AK Singh, Director
(Technical), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), MM Gadre, ED (P
& A), Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), Dr AK
Panda, ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c (M
& HS) & Senior officers of
Plant were also present.
She also met members of
Officers Association,
Union representatives and
members of SC/ST associa-
tion at Ispat Bhavan. SAIL
Chairman left for Rajhara
Mines in the evening.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: On Friday,
the four-day festival of
Chhath Puja began with
the ritual of Nahay Khay.
The women devotees ob-
served fast for the entire
day and consumed just
one salty meal. Right from
the early morning hours,
they were engaged in
cleaning their houses and
thereafter they had a holy
bath to begin the fast.

On the day, the devotees
did their last minute shop-
ping for the festival.
Chhath Puja is celebrated
in Steel City with great fer-
vour and enthusiasm. The
people of Jharkhand,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
who have settled in Bhilai
celebrate this festival with
great devotion.

People of other regions
and religions have also
started celebrating
Chhath Puja in which

Surya Devta (Sun God)
and Chhatthi Maiyya are
worshipped. The ritual of
Kharna will be conducted
on October 29. The formal
beginning of Chhath Puja
takes place with 'Kharna',
a ritual in which Kheer is
cooked and distributed
among relatives and
neighbours.

On October 30, Sandhya
Arghya will be offered and
on October 31, Suryodaya
Arghya will be offered.

After offering arghya to the
rising sun, the devotees
would break the 36-hour
long fast marking the cul-
mination of Chhath Puja.

The markets are flooded
with Chhath Puja shop-
pers. Women were seen
buying cosmetic items, new
clothes and bangles for the
festival. They also pur-
chased the items required
for the puja. Many women
were also seen getting
mehndi applied.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: District
Administration has re-
ceived an amount of Rs
2.56 crore for distribution
among the investors of
Shushk India. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena has given instruc-
tions to the officials to dis-
tribute the amount to the
investors as soon as the
amount becomes avail-
able.

On Friday, he convened
a special meeting in this
regard and thoroughly re-
viewed the progress in
other issues related to chit
funds along with distribu-
tion of funds to the in-
vestors of Shushk India.
This amount will be dis-
tributed to 3274 investors
of Shushk India.

The Collector gave spe-
cial instructions to the
District Treasury Officer
for distribution with

transparency according to
the ratio of investment.
The investors have been
asked to submit necessary
details for distribution of
funds. The investors can
contact Durg Tehsil office
and submit their details.

Documents like bank
passbook, aadhar card,
mobile number will have
to be shared by the in-
vestor. They can also log
on to the district website
and submit their details.
Collector also inquired
about the progress of re-
covery from chit fund com-
panies and gave necessary

instructions.
Additional Collector

Arvind Ekka detailed
about the action taken so
far in this direction.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Anant Sahu informed
about the action taken by
the police department so
far. The Collector said that
providing relief to the in-
vestors of chit fund com-
panies is one of the top
priorities of the adminis-
tration. He asked the offi-
cials to take fast action
and monitor the proceed-
ings continuously.

He also took detailed in-
formation from the offi-
cials regarding the pend-
ing applications. He asked
the officials to contact the
applicants directly and
dispose of the pending
cases at the earliest. He
said that clear instruc-
tions have been received
from the government in
this regard. Accordingly,
action should be taken on
such cases within the stip-
ulated time frame.

Continuous monitoring
should be done so that re-
lief can be provided to all
the investors at the earli-
est. All the SDM and rev-
enue officers were present
in the meeting. The
Collector asked the offi-
cials that their details
should be sought from all
the investors at the earli-
est so that the distribution
process could be complet-
ed to provide relief to the
investors.

St Thomas College 
students participate in

poster competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: Fifteen stu-
dents of PG Department of
Chemistry St Thomas
College, participated in
Poster Competition organ-
ized on October 22 by Pt
Ravishankar Shukla
University, Raipur to cele-
brate the Golden Jubilee
Year as part of the celebra-
tion of Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav. The theme for
PG students was "Science
and Technology for sus-
tainable Development".
Sakshi Yadav of M Sc 4th
Semester bagged the first
position and received the
amount of Rs 3000. On this
occasion more than 100 stu-
dents of various institution
participated actively. Rev
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese,
Administrator, St Thomas

College and Principal of
the college Dr MG Roymon
congratulated the students
for their participation and
achievement.

Head of the Department
Dr James Mathew appreci-
ated the efforts taken by the
faculties Dr Chanda
Verma, Dr Arvind Kumar
Sahu and Mohini Sharma
to prepare the students for
the Competition.

District's development to be displayed
through live models at Rajyotsava

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: On the oc-
casion of day-long
Rajyotsava, the residents
of the district will get
glimpses of development
through live models at
Ganjmandi campus in
Durg. On Friday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a meeting
of officers to review the
preparations. In the meet-
ing, he asked the officials
about the preparations for
the departmental exhibi-
tion. The Collector said
that models should be dis-

played in the departmen-
tal stalls to show the
ground impact of the
schemes of the govern-
ment. For example, in the
Narva scheme, he empha-
sized on making a model
of how the structures
made for the restoration of
drains increase the
ground water level.

The Collector said that
the state is moving ahead
on the path of rapid eco-
nomic development
through schemes like
Narva, Garuva, Ghurva,
Bari. The women of Self
Help Groups are engaged
in various livelihood activ-
ities in Gauthans. Such
achievements should be
displayed through models.
Giving his suggestions
about the health sector, he
said the model of the
health department must
display how the health in-

frastructure has been
strengthened by the poli-
cies of the government
and how the health servic-
es infrastructure in Durg
district has been strength-
ened.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka gave detailed
information about the
preparations made for the
Rajyotsava. He said that
all the departments will
complete the preparations
by the evening of October

31. The collector also dis-
cussed about the cultural
programs to be organised
during Rajyotsava. He said
that the cultural groups
which stage attractive pro-
grams should be selected
and the subjects should be
chosen according to the in-
terest of the people.

There should be a nice
cultural program accord-
ing to the dignity of the
Rajyotsava. The occasion
of Rajyotsava is also to

showcase the cultural tal-
ent of the budding talents
of the district. The
District Education Officer
said that the children of
BSP School Sector 7,
SAGES Kumhari and
Balajinagar, Khalsa Public
School, KPS Nehru Nagar,
Adarsh Kanya Durg, DPS
Risali will participate in
the programme. Apart
from this, the girl students
of the Kanya Parisar will
also take part in the pro-
gram.

It needs to be mentioned
here that this year 25 de-
partments will set up their
stalls. Apart from this,
there will be 9 food stalls
also. Chhattisgarhi cui-
sine will be available at
these stalls. In relation to
the program, the collector
reviewed in detail the
works assigned to all the
officers.
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Kalicharan appears before Raipur Court

Raipur, Oct 28:
Kalicharan, who made
controversial remarks
against Father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi last
year, appeared before the
court today. Sedition case
was registered against

Kalicharan in Raipur for
his derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi.
Even during the court ap-
pearance on Friday,
Kalicharan’s attitude did
not change.

Raipur court extended

the date of hearing. Now
the lawyers of Kalicharan
have got the date of
November 11. Kalicharan
was produced in the court
of CJM Bhupendra
Wasnikar. Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey
had lodged an FIR against
Kalicharan at Tikrapara
police station in the city
for making controversial
remarks against Mahatma
Gandhi. Kalicharan was
imprisoned in Raipur
Central Jail for 3 months
after his remarks on
Mahatma Gandhi.

The case pertains to
Dharma Sansad-2021 or-
ganized in the capital
Raipur. Sadhus and saints
from many states had ar-
rived in this event. Sant
Kalicharan, who came
from Maharashtra, had
made derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi
from the stage.

Run special awareness campaign to provide
benefits of Social Security: Pankaj

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 28:
Additional CPF
Commissioner (MP&CG)
Mr Pankaj has conducted
a detailed discussion with
the employees/employers
representatives of various
companies/institutions of
Chhattisgarh region to ex-
tend the PF and other so-
cial security benefits
framed under the EPF and
MP Act, 1952 for the work-
ers/employees of the
State on Friday. He also
discussed the upcoming
challenges as well as issue
of providing Social
Security benefit to the
workers engaged in vari-

ous construction work of
building and other infra-
structure sector.

Addressing the scribes
here, Additional CPF
Commissioner, Mr. Pankaj
and in-charge of
Chhattisgarh Regional
Office, Raipur, Mr.
Abhishek Kumar,
Regional Commissioner-I
said that at present, in the
state of Chhattisgarh, so-
cial security benefits are
being provided to more

than 10 lakhs
workers/members of the
various establishments
covered under the provi-
sion of EPF and MP Act,
1952. It was also informed
that a Help-Desk has also
been set up in the
Regional Office Raipur, to
assist the employees in
this regard.

Keeping in view the
construction work going
on in the state of
Chhattisgarh, the contract
laborers working in con-
struction work/related to
government offices or in
contract with any contrac-
tor or anywhere else,
where social security ben-
efits have not been provid-
ed by the organization,
Additional Central
Provident Fund
Commissioner informed

and motivated all the con-
cerns to run a special
awareness campaign to
provide the benefits of
Social Security to these
deprived workers.
Discussing on ‘Prayas’
Scheme, he directed to
Regional Office Raipur to
put all efforts to increase
the number of beneficiar-
ies and also motivated to
the Employers for taking
initiatives for this Prayas
Scheme successful. On
the issue of new employ-
ment generation through
‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat
RozgarYojana’ (ABRY), he
said that the new workers
already registered under
this scheme are getting
the provident fund bene-
fits and the contribution
of the employees are
being deposited by the

Central Govt. itself.
Highlighting the special
achievements of the
Chhattisgarh Regional
Office, he said that the
death claims in the office
are being settled within
07days and other types of
P.F. Claims are being set-
tled within 20working
days. During the discus-
sion, he also appealed  to
spread awareness among
all the members having
UAN to get the provident
fund and other allied ben-
efits easily, they are sup-
posed to Activate their
UAN and update their
KYC. Mr Pankaj said that
this would make it very
convenient for Online
transfer of PF accounts
and Online settlement of
other types of provident
fund claims.

Padma Shri Dr SN Subba
Rao remembered

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 28:
Chhattisgarh Sahitya
Sanskriti Sansthan, Raipur
organised a programme on
first death anniversary of
Padma Shri Dr SN Subba
Rao. Paying tribute to Dr
Subba Rao the MLA

Satnarayan Sharma said
that Dr SN Subba Rao was
influenced by the thoughts
of Gandhi ji. After the cre-
ation of Chhattisgarh, Dr
Subba Rao, a true patriot
came twice, Sharma said.

Dr Gautam
Bandopadhyay, the head of
the Narmada movement

said that Dr Dr Subba pro-
moted Gandhism at the in-
ternational level. Sushil
Trivedi Former IAS said
that Dr Subba Rao worked
to promote peace at a time
when  entire North Madhya
Pradesh was reeling under
violence.

He told that Dr Subba
Rao contributed in estab-
lishing peace in Madhya
Pradesh by working along
with Jai Prakash Narayan
for surrender of bandits.
Dr Trivedi also highlited
Dr Subba Rao’s contribu-
tion in cleanliness drive.
Mahant Laxminarayan Das
College Principal Dr
Debashish Mukherjee,
while paying tribute to Dr
SN Subba Rao described
him as a great personality
and highlighted his contri-
bution.

One of the piloting vehicle
of convoy hits divider, 1

jawan injured

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Oct 28: One
of the piloting vehicles of
the BJP State President
Arun Sao convoy got
damaged after hitting a
divider on the road. In
this incident, one jawan
got injured and the vehi-
cle got badly damaged.
The accident took place
when the convoy of the
BJP’s State President
was returning from
Dhamtari to Raipur.

As per information in
this regard, BJP State

President Arun Sao was
returning to Raipur after
paying tributes to Dy.
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi of Congress.

When the convoy of
the vehicles of Arun Sao
reached Gram Charra
near Kurud, one of the
speeding vehicles from
the convoy got damaged
after hitting a divider.
Sources informed that a
bike rider came in front
of the piloting vehicle
and due to which the
speedily driven Scorpio
vehicle went out of con-
trol and hit the divider
nearby.

In this one of the
jawan’s in the vehicle got
injured and he was taken
to nearby local hospital
for treatment.

Collector visits several 
villages of Abhanpur tehsil 

Raipur, Oct 28: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today visited sever-
al villages of Abhanpur
tehsil and observed the
process of harvesting ex-
periment being done by
the employees of Revenue
Department.

Crop harvesting experi-
ment was completed
through CCE AGRI APP
under PMFBY scheme in
Nimora and Bhelwadih
villages in presence of the
collector. On the basis of
harvesting experiment,
crop harvesting is used for
estimation of average
yield of paddy crop, deter-
mination of ‘Anavaari’
and crop insurance

amount.
The Collector asked all

the concerned officers and
employees to carefully fol-
low the rules and guide-
lines of the government in
the harvesting experi-
ment. After discussing
with the farmers, he also

inquired about their regis-
tration etc. in the context
of paddy procurement. On
this occasion, Abhanpur
SDM Nirbhay Sahu,
Tehsildar, Revenue
Inspector, Patwari, vil-
lagers and concerned
farmers were present.

IIT Bhilai organises an orientation program 

Raipur, Oct 28: A four-
day orientation program
commenced yesterday for
the incoming BTech
batch of 2022 at the
Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai. A
total of 207 students with
their parents reported to
the campus. Institute
buses were made avail-
able for students and par-
ents at various places in
the city to reach IIT
Bhilai.

Prof. Rajiv Prakash,
Director of IIT Bhilai, ad-
dressed the students and
their parents on this occa-
sion. He urged students to
study for their country
and to implement their
knowledge for the better-

ment of society and for
the people of the country.
He encouraged them to
become job creators
rather than job seekers,
with a focus on research,
start-ups and the indus-
try. He added,
“Sustainable energy, pre-
cision agriculture, addi-
tive manufacturing, E-ve-
hicle, cyber physical sys-
tem, IoT and healthcare
engineering are future

areas where IIT Bhilai is
working and students
should do research in
these areas.”

Different faculty mem-
bers in charge of the of-
fices of Dean of
Academic Affairs, Dean
of Student Affairs, Dean
of Research &
Development and the
Student Mentorship
Program also spoke to the
gathering about their re-

spective units. Several in-
teractions were organised
during the day with par-
ents and students separate-
ly, where their queries re-
lated to academic and hos-
tel life were answered by
institute functionaries.
Some highlights of the per-
manent campus were also
presented to apprise the
students and parents of
the swift progress of con-
struction.

Over the next three days,
as part of the orientation
program, the new students
will be guided through the
various formalities related
to academic registration.
Several sessions of team
building activities, physi-
cal exercises, and presenta-
tions about various as-
pects of student life at IIT
Bhilai will be conducted.
Laboratory and library
visits will also be organ-
ised for the students by
their respective student
mentors. On the last day of
the orientation program,
an interaction session
with members of the
Council of Student Affairs,
a student body, will take
place where students will
have the opportunity to get
to know the institute
through the experiences
of their peers.

PCC meets to discuss strategies, issues 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 28: The
Political Affairs
Committee of PCC held a
meeting on Friday to dis-
cuss strategies and issues
in view of Assembly polls
in the state later next
year.

All India Congress

Committee (AICC) in-
charge PL Punia chaired
the meeting that was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, state
minister and leaders, a
party functionary said.

“It was a meeting of the
political affairs commit-
tee during which several
important issues were
discussed, including the
strategies for the 2023
Assembly polls, issues to
focus on, coordination

etc,” Punia told reporters.
CM Baghel said a reso-

lution expressing grati-
tude to Sonia Gandhi for
her service towards the
party, as she served as
party president for a long
time, was passed in the
meeting, while a resolu-
tion stating the party was
ready to face challenges
under newly elected
AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge was
also passed.

Arrangements be made for proper treatment
of non-communicable diseases: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 28: Health
Minister TS Singh Deo
said that proper arrange-
ments should be made for
prevention and treatment
of non-communicable dis-
eases.

Addressing a review
meeting regarding
arrangements for treat-
ment of non-communica-
ble diseases under
Universal Health Care at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) here today he
said that quick arrange-
ments should be made for
the patients of non-com-
municable diseases like
cancer (oral, breast, cervi-
cal etc.), diabetes, blood
pressure, heart disease,
kidney disease in
Chhattisgarh. Delayed
treatment makes such dis-
eases complicated, caus-

ing trouble to the patients
and their relatives, he
added.

The action plan of
Universal Health
Coverage by PHFI was pre-
sented in detail through
presentation in the meet-
ing. Government of
Chhattisgarh is commit-
ted to provide quality
health services to the gen-
eral public in the state
through universal health,

informed PHFI represen-
tatives. The objective of
Universal Health Care in
Chhattisgarh is to provide
equal health facilities to
all. Availability of treat-
ment diagnostics medi-
cines is to be ensured in
quality health services so
that the common man
does not have to face finan-
cial difficulties. The Public
Health Plan report was
presented by the Public

Health Foundation of
India in the meeting.

The Public Health Plan
report was presented by
the Public Health
Foundation of India in the
meeting. It was informed
that efforts are being made
to increase community
participation and develop
feedback system for the ex-
pansion of health servic-
es. With this, the general
public can get information

about the schemes run by
health services.

A credible health infor-
mation technology system
is being put in place to
strengthen the overall
health administration and
management with estab-
lishment of State Health
by engaging and regulat-
ing the private health care
sector. Secretary, Health
Department, Prasanna R
gave detailed information
regarding various health
schemes and health facili-
ties of the state govern-
ment. Health Director
Bhim Singh, Mission
Director, National Health
Mission Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan, Dr Kamlesh
Jain, Dr Yogesh Jain at-
tended the meeting. Dr
Neel Gupta from NCDI
Poverty Commission
Howard virtually attended
the meeting.

‘CHHATH PUJA’

Devotees are purchasing materials for ‘Chhath Puja’ from the local market starting from Saturday.

As preparation for

2023 Assembly polls
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Chh’garhia Olympics till November 10

Raipur, Oct 28:
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
has now reached its third
phase Games are now or-
ganized at the develop-
ment block and urban
cluster levels. Children as
well as the elderly are par-
ticipating in these games
with great enthusiasm.
The upcoming phase will
continue until the 10th of
November.

This initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
accompanied the develop-
ment of a better environ-
ment for sports in the
state. People from rural
and urban areas show-
cased their sports talents
in the first and second
phases of the
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

Through such events,
People are given the
chance to connect with
traditional sports.

Following the successful
organization of Level-01
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
and Level-02 Zone level in
the Chhattisgarhia
Olympics, level-03 develop-
ment block and urban
cluster level competitions
will be held, followed by
district, divisional, and
state-level events. The win-
ner individual or team of

the zone level competition
will conduct a level three
competition in a remote
region. The leading player
or team from each game
will compete at the district
level, divided by age and
category. At the same time,
competitions at the urban
cluster level will take place
at the municipal corpora-
tion headquarters, which
will be compared to the
level of development
block, in the districts hav-
ing municipal corpora-

tions.
If the area is included

in the virtual municipal
corporation area, all of the
district’s Nagar panchay-
ats and the zone-level com-
petition winners for the
municipality area will
compete at the corpora-
tion level in the virtual
municipal corporation
created in a suitable urban
body. The winning player
or team from each game
will compete at the district
level in their age group
and category.

It is remarkable that the
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will feature 14 sports. This
includes team sports like
Gilli danda, Pitthul,
Sankhali, Langdi race,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, Tug of
war, and Bati (kancha),
while individual games in-
clude Billas, Fugdi, Gedi
race, Bhavara, 100meter
run, and long jump.

CM inaugurates and laid stone
for 127 different devp works

Kanker, Oct 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inaugurat-
ed 127 different develop-
ment works worth over
Rs 50.55 crore for the de-
velopment of the area
and performed Bhoomi
pujan in a program
staged at the mini stadi-
um in Charama, Kanker
District. In addition, he
addressed the general

meeting and issued
checks for items, and
gave money to beneficiar-
ies under beneficiary-ori-
ented programs.

On this occasion
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr. Charandas Mahant,
Excise Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, minister in
charge and Minister of
Women and Child
Development Anila
Bhendia, Culture
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Kanker Shishupal Sori,
former Rajya Sabha MP
P.L. Punia was present.

Journalist was attacked with a knife
and robbed of purse and mobile

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Oct 28: After
attacking journalist
Ritesh Pandey with a
knife by anti-social ele-
ments late on Wednesday
night, they robbed his mo-
bile and purse and fled
from the spot. On getting
information about the in-
cident, the officers and
members of the union
reached the hospital on
Thursday and went to the
hospital. Demanding the
arrest of the accused, the
journalists staged a silent
protest in the hospital
premises itself. In view of
the seriousness of the at-
tack on the journalist,
after the SP reached
Hospital in Bastar dis-
trict, he himself has given
necessary instructions
after taking complete in-
formation from the in-
jured journalist Ritesh
Pandey.

Injured journalist

Ritesh Pandey, who was
admitted to the hospital
informed that on
Wednesday night, while
going home after finish-
ing the office work, sud-
denly 4 to 5 youths
stopped him near
Vrindavan Colony and
snatched the mobile
phone. After that they
started abusing him. On
refusal, a youth came
from behind and fled after
attacking his hands, waist
and head with a knife. As
soon as the information

about this attack was re-
ceived, a team of journal-
ists union officials
reached the hospital and

inquired about their well
being.

At the same time, for-
mer MLAs Santosh Bafna,

Srinivas Maddi, Avinash
Srivastava, Bastar District
Congress Committee
President Rajiv Sharma,
Addl SP Crime Hemsagar
Sidar and top police offi-
cers reached Maharani
Hospital to know the con-
dition of Ritesh Pandey.

Addl SP Nivedita Paul
said that a crime has been
registered at Bodhghat po-
lice station regarding the
attack on the journalist.
The suspects are being
identified, as well as the
accused are said to be ap-
prehended soon.

HNLU introduces V-C’s Means
cum Merit Scholarship

Scheme VC(MS)2
Raipur, Oct 28: The
Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur
has launched the Vice
Chancellor’s Means cum
Merit Scholarship
Scheme. The Scheme aims
to provide financial assis-
tance to economically dis-
advantaged but meritori-
ous students of UG & PG
courses of the University.
The scheme will provide
scholarship to the tune of
50 % of the annual fees to
a total of 24 students of II
to V Year of B.A., LL.B.
(Hons) and 6 students of
LL.M. every year for the
second semester.

Speaking about the
scheme, Prof. (Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor, HNLU said

“this scheme will ensure
that students who are ad-
mitted through a competi-
tive entrance exam do not
discontinue for want of fi-
nancial help. The
University is earmarking
about 30 lakhs per annum
under this scheme and
will scale further based on
the availability of finance.
The University also plans
to create a corpus under
the VC(MS)2 scheme from
donors to the University”.

The scheme will be
rolled out from January
2023 and the previous two
semesters will be bench-
marked for the selection.
The eligibility details of
the scheme will be circu-
lated amongst the students
shortly.

Jagdalpur, Oct 28: A
married woman resident
of Tetarkhunti located in
Guru Govind Singh ward
under Bodhghat police
station suddenly went
missing a month ago. The
family members had
lodged a case report at
Bodhghat police station.
The police team was con-
tinuously searching for
the woman. A month
later, on Thursday morn-
ing, the police received in-
formation that a woman’s
body had been buried in
the forest behind a school
located between
Karitgaon and Gumdel.
On receiving the informa-
tion, the police team in-
formed the Executive
Magistrate about this.
After excavating the men-
tioned place in the pres-

ence of officials, the fami-
ly members have identi-
fied the missing woman
as Seema Yadav after ex-
tracting the body of a
woman.

Seema Yadav, age 24,
resident of Terkuti in the
city, went on a bike with
her husband Jaishankar
on 27 September to visit
Girola temple located in
Bakavand block. The hus-
band came back home
alone from the temple. He
had told his wife to leave
his friend’s house and

come. Seema Yadav’s fa-
ther Brijesh Yadav had
lodged a missing report of
his daughter Seema at
Bodhghat police station.
Even after the report, the
family members did a lot
of research, but no one
was found anywhere. The
police was continuously
searching for the woman.
The needle of suspicion of
Seema Yadav’s murder is
spinning on the close
ones. In this case, Addl.
SP Crime Hemsagar
Sidar said that the ac-
cused has not been identi-
fied yet. Police investiga-
tion still continues.
Seema’s husband is also
back. Police team, foren-
sic team and cyber cell are
engaged in intensive in-
vestigation and interroga-
tion in the matter. Police
is seriously investigating
every aspect of the case,
soon the matter will be 
revealed.

One-day event to be organized on Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 27: Like the
previous year, a one-day
event will be organized in
District Headquarters on
the occasion of State

Foundation Day. The
General Administration
Department has issued or-
ders to all the District
Collectors regarding the
one-day event to be held in
the District Headquarters
on the occasion of the
State Foundation Day on
Nov 1.

It has been mentioned in
the issued order that de-
partmental exhibitions of
various developmental de-

partments must be held in
the program center during
the one-day event. Special
achievements of various
departments must be high-
lighted. Relevant schemes
and successful projects of
different departments
under the State
Government should be ex-
hibited as well, including
the achievements in the
past year.

Cultural programs per-

formed by local artists at
the district level should be
presented on 1 November.
The cultural program
should be decorous. The
Government departments
of all district headquar-
ters should be illuminated
on the night of 1
November. Beneficiaries
must profit from the wel-
fare schemes of the
Government during the
program.

Chhath Puja commences with
rituals of ‘Nhay Khay’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2288:: Four-day
Chhath festival, also known as
Surya Shasthi, commenced
with the rituals of “Nhay Khay”
across the state on Friday. On
the first day of the Chhath Puja
dedicated to Sun god and
Chhathi Maiya, prasad of
Chana dal (split chickpeas),
Kaddoo (bottlegourd) Bhaat
(rice) was prepared on earthen
chulha.

Kharna and Lohanda rituals
will be performed on the sec-
ond day of the festival, on
Saturday evening. Sandhya
Arghya will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya will
be offered on October 31. Chief
of the Chhath Mahaparva
Aayojan Samiti Rajesh Kumar
Singh said that the four-day
Chhath festival is celebrating
with great zeal and traditional
fervour from October 28 to 31.

In Raipur city, Chhath Puja is
being celebrated at over 50
places including Mahadev
Ghat, Vyas Talab, Chhuhiya
Talab, Urla Talab, Jhanjh Lake
Naya Raipur and others.

Raipur Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
and Senior Superintendent of
Police Prashant Kumar
Agrawal inspected Mahadev
Ghat on Thursday evening and
inquired about the cleanliness
and other arrangements for
Chhath devotees.

The members of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan Samiti
(CMAS) Mahadev Ghat
informed the Collector about
the Chhath Puja preparations.
Collector Dr Bhure asked the
officials to complete the clean-
liness of the Ghat before
Chhath Puja. Commissioner of
Raipur Municipal Corporation
Mayank Chaturvedi and

Assistant Collector Jayant
Nahata were also present.

Volunteers of the CMAS
Mahadev Ghat Raipur cleaned
Kharun river and Mahadev
Ghat on the consecutive third
day on Friday morning.
Garbage in large quantity was
taken out from the Kharun
river. Sanitation workers of
Raipur Municipal Corporation
are also cleaning the Mahadev
Ghat.

Chief of CMAS Mahadev
Ghat Rajesh Kumar Singh, vol-
unteers of the CMAS Ravindra
Singh, Parmanand Singh, Sunil
Singh, Ramkumar Singh,
Satyendra Singh Gautam,
Shashi Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Satya Prakash Singh, Ram
Vilas Singh, Jayant Singh,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet Singh,
Santosh Singh, Jaiprakash
Singh, Mukul Srivastava,
Chandrashekhar Singh, Saroj
Singh, Ajay Sharma, Sanjay
Singh and other members par-
ticipated in the cleanliness
drive. Rajesh Kumar Singh

informed that Mahadev Ghat
along Kharun river is being
cleaned and decorated by the
Samiti. All kinds of facilities
like parking, lighting and other
facilities are being arranged
for devotees at Mahadev Ghat.

People in large number will
gather at Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River to celebrate
Chhath festival this year.
People, who migrated from
Bihar and eastern Uttar
Pradesh to Chhattisgarh, cele-
brate Chhath Puja in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Bhilai, Jagdalpur,
Korba and other parts of the
state.He further said that that
the Chhath festival is dedicat-
ed to the Sun God and his sis-
ter Chhathi Maiya in order to
thank them for bestowing the
bounties of life on earth and to
request the granting of certain
wishes. The rituals of the
Chhath are rigorous and are
observed over a period of four
days. The rituals of the festival
include holy bathing, fasting
and abstaining from drinking

water, standing in water for
long periods of time, and offer-
ing prasad and arghya to the
setting and rising Sun. Some
devotees also perform a pros-
tration march as they head for
the river banks. Chhath Puja is
celebrated in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Delhi,
Mumbai and other parts of the
country. Grand festival of
Chhath is as a means of purifi-
cation of body, mind and soul,
Singh described.

He informed that in Raipur
city, the Chhath festival is
being celebrated at over 50
places including Mahadev
Ghat. Maha-arti will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on October 30.
A cultural programme will be
held at Mahadev Ghat on
October 30. A grand
Bhandara will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on October 31
morning, informs Rajesh
Kumar Singh, President of
Chhath Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti Mahadev Ghat Raipur.

‘Tribal culture of Ch’garh is
gaining a new global identity’

Raipur, Oct 27: About
44% of land cover in
Chhattisgarh is dominat-
ed by forests. 42 types of
tribes reside in the state.
All these tribes have their
own festivals, cultures,
and artistic traditions.
Chhattisgarh’s beautiful
tradition and culture are
an amalgamation of all

these diversities. The trib-
al population in
Chhattisgarh accounts for
31% of its total population.
Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the tribal culture
of Chhattisgarh is gaining
a new identity at the inter-
national level. In this re-
gard, the Tribal Dance
Festival is being held in
the state for the third time.
At the initiative of Chief
Minister Baghel, a very
significant tradition in the
form of the International
Tribal Dance Festival has
been started in the state.
This endeavor is proving
to be very beneficial not
only for Chhattisgarh but
for the cultural interaction
of tribal communities
worldwide.

In this event, the teams

from the tribal communi-
ties of all the states and
union territories of India
along with those of 9 coun-
tries will participate. This
year, the event will start on
1 November, the
Chhattisgarh Foundation
Day. The International
Tribal Dance Festival will
be held for three days in
Raipur. In this event,
about 1500 tribal artists
will perform, out of which
1400 artists will be from
various states and Union
territories of India and
the remaining 100 will be
from other countries.

This is the third organi-
zation of the Tribal Dance
Festival. In the previous
year, 12 countries had
shown interest in this
event, out of which 7 had
participated. This year, 26
countries have shown in-
terest out of which 9 coun-
tries are going to partici-
pate. The tribal artists
hailing from Mozambique,
Mongolia, Tongo, Russia,
Indonesia, Maldives,
Serbia, New Zealand, and
Egypt will perform at the
festival. The International

Tribal Dance festival will
have competitions in two
categories. Prizes worth
Rs. 20 lakh will be distrib-
uted to the winners. Cash
prizes worth Rs. 5 lakh, Rs.
3 lakh, and Rs. 2 lakh will
be awarded to the first, sec-
ond, and third positions.
The dance festival will
start in the morning of 1
November and during the
evening, state ornamenta-
tion will be given on the
occasion of State
Foundation Day.

The Tribal Dance
Festival will conclude on
Nov 3. This festival will en-
able cultural and artistic
sharing between tribal
artists hailing from differ-
ent countries and civiliza-
tions at the national/inter-
national levels. Moreover,
these communities will
also become aware of each
other’s unique lifestyles,
cultures, and food habits.
Seminars will also be held
during this festival where
discussions about tribal
development will be en-
couraged. Eminent ex-
perts will participate in
the same.
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Games will be held at
the Block and Urban
Cluster levels

It was missing 
for a month

An amount of  Rs 50.55
cr was sanctioned for
the development of 
the area

In District Hq’s on the
occasion of Ch’garh
Foundation Day

Local artists will pres-
ent colorful perform-
ances

Rituals of Lohanda 
and Kharna to be 
performed today

Under leadership 
of CM Bhupesh Baghel

Int’nl Tribal Dance
Festival to be organized
from  Nov 1 to 3

1500 tribal artists hail-
ing from 9 countries,
including those from all
the states and union
territories of India, will
present spectacular
performances

Competitions will be
organized in two 
categories

Prizes worth Rs. 20 lakh
to be awarded to the
winners The volunteers preparing river bank for Chhath rituals on Friday.

Parliamentary Secretary and
local MLA Rekhchand Jain,
taking cognizance of the
attack on journalist Ritesh
Pandey, called up the
Superintendent of Police and
asked him to arrest the
accused at the earliest.
Rekhchand Jain said that the

Superintendent
of Police
informed him
that an accused
has been identi-
fied and he will

be caught at the earliest. He
said that attack on journalist
is unfortunate, the accused of

attack will be caught very
soon. It is to be known that at
present MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain are on their
stay in Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh, they have gone
there to given invitation for
the Rajyotsava.

Unfortunate to attack journalist, accused will be caught soon: Jain

Dead body of woman excavated
from the forest by digging a grave



Rajim, Oct 28: 

The festival of Diwali
was celebrated with great
pomp and people contin-
ued to shop even on the
day of Lakshmi Puja.
There was a good crowd in
the city markets after 12:00
noon of the day of Laxmi
Puja, and purchase was
done for all goods by peo-
ple from all walks of life.

Due to the arrival of
people in vehicles, the
traffic was completely
staggered in all these
routes including Raipur
Marg, Mahasamund

Marg, Gariaband Marg,
and Bus Stand. Houses
and trading houses both
small and big stood deco-
rated and after Laxmi
Pujan, people continued
in festivity till late night.

This year, Govardhan
Puja, which is celebrated
after the worship of the
solar eclipse, was celebrat-
ed on Wednesday. Cattle
farmers and farmers
bathed their cattle and of-
fered them khichdi after
offering prayers. On the
other hand Annakoot is
celebrated every year
after Govardhan Puja in

Lord Shri Rajivlochan
temple and during this, ac-
cording to tradition, 56
types of different delica-
cies were offered in front
of the statue of Lord Shri
Rajiv Lochan.

Establishment of Gauri
Gaura due to solar eclipse,
1 day before the day of
Dhanteras, was also wit-
nessed in all the squares
of the city, followed by im-
mersion. Gambling was
also reported in many
parts of the city which is
considered a part of the
tradition in completely
celebrating the festival.
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Mainpur, OOct 228:

In the entire Gariaband
district including Mainpur,
Taurenga, Akhlaghat and
Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve, elephant herds
are wandering and causing
a lot of loss to property and
standing crops. Their wan-

dering pattern has gone er-
ratic, for which experts
from Karnataka have
opined for installation of
Caller ID bands on the herd
members with priority to
keep a track of their move-
ments. A team of experts
under the leadership of
Ms. Richa, the head of the

Wildlife Elephant
Conservation Karnataka
team, have inspected the
elephant affected villages
which have been attacked
by three groups of herd
namely Rohasi,
Chandadal, and Sikasar,
also accommodating
tuskers. However the
process may take a year’s
time, as according to ex-
perts tranquilizing ele-
phants is a jumbo task.

Experts call for installing
Caller ID on elephants

What officer says
Due to the increase in the number
of elephants and moving pattern,
monitoring the herd is a chal-
lenge. Wildlife team from
Karnataka have reached the area
and studied the movement of ele-
phants, soon work will start in the
direction of setting up caller ID.

RRaajjeennddrraa  SSoorrii  --  SSDDOO,,  FFoorreesstt
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,,  MMaaiinnppuurr  

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  OOcctt  2277::

The festival of bond of love
between brother and sister
observed as ‘Bhai-Dooj’ was
celebrated with religious fer-
vour in Birkoni here on
Thursday. Sister by applying
‘tilak’ of ‘chandan’ on forehead
of her brother sought blessings
for his long-life and good
health.  As per the traditions,
brother and sister exchanged
gifts with each other and this
festive atmosphere continued
from morning till evening
hours.  On this occasion, as per
rituals, the sister placed a leaf
of ‘pan’ on the palm of her
brother and applied ‘tilak’ of
‘chandan’ and sought blessings
for his long-life and in turn the

bothers also promised their
sisters to help them in all times
of sadness or happiness and
act as their protector for years
to come. Here the sisters

offered a coconut fruit to her
brother and offered sweets to
celebrate the occasion. As such
the arrival of brothers to their
sister’s house continued from
morning till evening hours and
Acharya Laxmi Narayan
Vaishnav informed that as per
traditions, it is on the last-day
of five-day ‘deepotsav’ that
‘Bhai-Dooj’ is celebrated. On
this all sisters apply ‘roli’ and
‘tilak’ on forehead of their
brother and wish them bright
future. This festival is celebrat-
ed on second day of ‘Shukl
paksh’ of ‘kartik maas’ and it is
also known as ‘Yam Dwitiya’.
There is general belief that if
the brother takes lunch at his
sister’s house, then he gets to
live longer and happy life.

Sister applies ‘tilak’ 
and tie sacred thread

On occasion of ‘Bhai-dooj’ in Birkoni

Mungeli, Oct 28: 

The festival of Diwali
was celebrated with
pomp in all the regions
of the district including
the city, but spells of ele-
vated pollution owing to
rigorous burning of
crackers and other fire
works, has led to a high
pollution index leading
to poor air quality.
Patients of diseases re-
lated to cardiac and res-
piratory track disorder

too were in a suffering
state due to high decibel
sound of fireworks
bursting which contin-
ued till late night.

Apart from the pollu-
tion level going up, the
festival of light was cele-
brated with enthusiasm
by people of all walks of
life. Houses were
uniquely decorated with
Rangoli and lighting
along with lighting of
diyas, which followed
with worship of
Goddess Laxmi and
Kali.

After Chinese crack-
ers and other goods
going out of the market,
the region had a country
side décor with diyas
and earthen lamps tak-
ing place of electrical
goods. However except
for the pollution level
going up the festival was
seen as comeback of
prosperity after a long
spell of uncertainty.

Firework exaggerates 
air and sound pollutants 

Birkoni, Oct 28:

The youth members of
Birkoni who have installed
the idol of Goddess Laxmi
near Phool Chowk last in
‘Choudash’, was im-
mersed after offering
prayers for five days and
taking our massive im-

mersion rally with great
fanfare and enthusiasm
here on Thursday.

It is notable here that on
occasion of ‘Deep-parv’,
idols of Goddess Laxmi
and Lord Shri Ganesh
were offered obeisance in
the houses, shops, temples
and government offices.

The immersion rally
was taken out in the vil-

lage by the devotees and it
passed through main thor-
oughfares in the village.
The devotees have con-
structed welcome gate and
offered prayers and in this
devotees took out the pro-
cession amidst religious
songs and DJ.

As per rituals the idols
of Goddess Laxmi was im-
mersed by the villagers

amidst tears in their eyes
and this resulted in com-
pletely religious atmos-
phere in entire village on
Thursday.

On this occasion Aman
Chandrakar, Dushyant
Chandradhari, Durgesh
Sahu, Santosh
Chandrakar, Kamta
Chandrakar, Hemant Patel
and others were present.

Shobha Yatra marks immersion of Laxmi’s idols

 In Gram Birkoni

Rs.  5.06 lakh
seized in 220

gambling cases
Bemetara, Oct 28: 

In the last one
week, police regis-
tered 220 cases
of gambling in
Police Station
Kotwali Bemetara,
N a w a g a r h ,
N a n d g h a t ,
Khamharia, Saja,
Berla, Beard,
Parpodi, Chandnu
and Chowki Devkar,
D e v a r b i j a ,
Khandsara, Maro,
Kandarka and 13
gambling against 941
gamblers. Action has
been taken under the
Act. A total cash
amount of Rs 5.06
lakh and 52 pack of
cards have been con-
fiscated from gam-
blers and phad.

People celebrate Diwali festival with great pomp
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TOURIST PARAGLIDE

Tourist paraglide at Bir Billing in Dharamshala, Friday.

BRIEF

Man beaten up 
Khargone: A man
was allegedly tied to a
pole and beaten by a
group of people on
suspicion of stealing
cotton from a field in a
village in Madhya
Pradesh’s Khargone
district, police said on
Friday. A case was reg-
istered on Thursday
after a video of the in-
cident that took place
in Jamanya village
under Un police sta-
tion limits surfaced on
social media on
Wednesday, an 
official said.

Idols theft
Jalna: Two persons
have been arrested for
their alleged involve-
ment in the theft of
idols from an old and
well-patronised tem-
ple in Maharashtra’s
Jalna district, a police
official said on Friday.
The theft of 11 ‘panch
dhatu’ idols of a 480-
year-old temple in
Jamb Samarth vil-
lage, revered as the
birth place of saint
Ramdas Samarth, in
Ghansawangi tehsil
had taken place on
August 22.

Elephant 
electrocution

Ranchi: A male ele-
phant died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a high-
voltage wire in a vil-
lage in Jharkhand’s
Ranchi district, a for-
est official said on
Friday. The pachy-
derm was passing
through a paddy field
in Chogadih Barwadih
village, some 60 km
from state capital
Ranchi, late on
Thursday when the in-
cident occurred, he
said. “I received infor-
mation about the inci-
dent on Friday morn-
ing and visited the spot
to look into matter.

Official caught 
Bhind:A revenue offi-
cial was caught red-
handed while allegedly
taking a bribe of Rs
50,000 at his residence
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Bhind district on
Friday, an official said.
The revenue official
had demanded Rs 2
lakh from a man for
transferring the lease
papers of an ancestral
land in his name, a
Lokayukta official said.
After negotiations, the
accused official settled
for Rs 1.40 lakh, and the
complainant had al-
ready paid him Rs
20,000 as the first instal-
ment, he said.

Elderly woman
Mathura (UP): The
bodies of two elderly
women were recov-
ered from near an
ashram in Vrindavan,
police here said on
Friday. The deceased
have been identified
as a 61-year-old resi-
dent of Lucknow and
a 68-year-old Bihar na-
tive, Kotwali police
station SHO Suraj
Prakash said. Their
bodies were found 100
metres from an
ashram in Sant
Colony area. The po-
lice are trying to as-
certain how the bod-
ies reached the area.

A tiger inside a cage after
being caught by forest 

officials after a 26-day hunt,
in Wayanad district, Friday.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

Lack of infrastructure
development in Jammu
and Kashmir for decades
post Independence was
one of the reasons behind
the rise of terrorism in the
union territory, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Friday after un-
veiling 75 new projects in-
cluding bridges, roads and
helipads in border areas.

Singh dedicated the
projects costing Rs 2180
crore and spread across
border six states and two
Union territories at a func-
tion held at eastern
Ladakh’s strategic
Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg
Oldi (DS-DBO) road that
provides connectivity to
the India’s northernmost
outpost of Daulat Beg
Oldi.

The highlight of the
event was the onsite un-
veiling of 120-metre-long
‘class-70 Shyok Setu’ on
the DS-DBO road at an alti-
tude 14,000 feet and virtual

inauguration of two heli-
pads, one each in Hanle
and Thakung, in eastern
Ladakh, the defence min-
istry said. The bridge will
be of strategic importance
as it will facilitate logistics
movement of the armed

forces. Other projects in-
augurated virtually by
Singh included two heli-
pads, one each in Hanle
and Thakung, in eastern
Ladakh, it said. These heli-
pads will enhance the op-
erational capabilities of

the Indian Air Force in the
region. The 75 projects im-
plemented by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
included 45 bridges, 27
roads, two helipads and
one ‘Carbon Neutral
Habitat’.

Twenty of the projects
are in Jammu and
Kashmir, 18 each in
Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh, five in
Uttarakhand and 14 in
other border states of
Sikkim, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the defence minister
reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to en-
sure the progress of far-
flung areas to fulfil the se-
curity needs of the coun-
try. “Lack of infrastruc-
ture development in
Jammu and Kashmir for
decades post independ-
ence was one of the rea-
sons behind the rise of ter-
rorism in the Union
Territory.

Rajnath dedicates 75 infra
projects from eastern Ladakh

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during an event organised
by BRO for the inauguration of 75 BRO infrastructure
projects in Ladakh, Friday.

Patna, Oct 28 (PTI):

Bihar BJP president
Sanjay Jaiswal on Friday
asserted that Chirag
Paswan is an “NDA ally”
and he will be campaign-
ing for saffron party candi-
dates for the November 3
by-polls to Mokama and
Gopalganj assembly seats
in the state. Jaiswal made
the averment at a press
conference he addressed
here and claimed that
Paswan, who is a Lok
Sabha member from
Jamui, will canvass for
BJP candidates next week.
“We treat all parties that
have fought elections in al-
liance with us and support-
ed us in the Presidential
polls as NDA partners.
Chirag Paswan very much
fits the bill and he will be
campaigning on October 31
and November 1,” the BJP
leader said.

The son of Dalit stalwart
Ram Vilas Paswan, Chirag
Paswan headed the Lok
Janshakti Party founded
by his father till it came
apart last year following a
rebellion by uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras

who rallied along all other
LJP MPs. Chirag Paswan
had caused a flutter in the
2020 assembly polls when
he rebelled against Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
who was then still in the
NDA. Vowing to oust
Kumar’s JD(U) from power,
Paswan, who swears by his
loyalty towards Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
had fielded candidates,
many of them BJP rebels,
in all seats contested by the
chief minister’s party. The
JD(U), which is now with
the ‘Mahagathbandhan’
(Grand Alliance) that in-
cludes RJD, Congress and
the Left parties, alleges
that the “Chirag model”
was used by the BJP to
weaken it despite being an
alliance partner and a sim-
ilar attempt was made
through another “agent”,
former Union minister
RCP Singh. Jaiswal also
announced that the BJP
will file a petition in the
High Court seeking the
cancellation of the nomi-
nation of Mohan Gupta,
the RJD candidate in
Gopalganj where by-elec-
tion has been necessitated

by the death of Subhash
Singh, a four-term MLA be-
longing to the saffron party.
“We recently submitted a
memorandum to the
Election Commission high-
lighting that Gupta has
concealed information re-
lating to a case of liquor
smuggling lodged against
him in Jharkhand.
Contesting of an election
by him in a dry state is
scandalous. The EC, how-
ever, did not act on our
complaint. So we will move
the court when it reopens
on November 1,” the BJP
leader said. He also reiter-
ated that in Mokama, gang-
ster-tur ned-politician
Anant Kumar Singh,
whose wife seeks to retain
for RJD the seat falling va-
cant upon her husband’s
disqualification, attempts
were being made to “intim-
idate voters”. “Yesterday
there were a couple of da-
coities in the main market
of Mokama. The dacoits
were henchmen of Anant
Singh whose main inten-
tion was to warn people of
dire consequences if they
dared not to support their
leader,” alleged Jaiswal.

Chirag to campaign for BJP candidates
in Bihar by-polls: Sanjay Jaiswal

Ramgarh(Jharkhand),
Oct 28 (PTI): A 50-strong
of elephants blocked the
National highway number
23 connecting Ramgarh to
the steel city of Bokaro,
about 50 km from the state
capital of Ranchi as they
leisurely crossed the
tarred road holding up a
long line of vehicles and
trucks, with local youths
rushing to the spot to film
selfies and videos, a forest
official said on Friday.

The incident occurred
on Thursday night creat-
ing an `elephantine’ traffic
jam and keeping both po-
lice and forest depart-
ments officials on their
tenterhooks.

At least 50 elephants
from Jharkhand and West
Bengal blocked the NH 23

and later went on a ram-
page at Dulmi and
Chitarpur blocks destroy-
ing crops and attacking
people in which a 35-year
old villager was seriously
injured and is now under-
going treatment in a pri-
vate hospital.

Ved Prakash Kamboj,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO), Ramgarh told PTI
that an elephant calf also
fell into a well full of water
along the roadside but was
rescued by the herd.

Kamboj said the herd in-
cluding calves had crossed
neighbouring West Bengal
and been joined by ele-
phants from Jharkhand.

The elephants assem-
bled in a forest near Gola
block of Ramgarh district
a few days back and then

moved to Dulmi and
Chitarpur block of the dis-
trict late on Thursday
night.

Forest staff and quick
response teams, armed
with torches and other
equipment were deployed
around 9.30 pm near
Chitarpur to try ward off
the jumbos from densely
populated area.

Traffic on the busy high-
way came to a standstill
for nearly one hour near
Chitarpur, the officials
said.

The herd is now camp-
ing in a forest near
Murramkala along
Ranchi-Patna national
highway-33 close to
Ramgarh town and dis-
trict headquarters, the of-
ficials said.

Jubmbos block highway; 
rescue baby elephant from well

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

Three people got in-
jured after a man alleged-
ly drove his car into them
in north Delhi’s Alipur
area, police said on
Friday.

The driver has been ar-
rested, they said.

On Wednesday, Alipur
Police Station received in-
formation regarding the
incident, following which
they reached the spot at
Nehru Enclave but found
no one there.

Later, police found that
the people who were in-
jured had been taken to
hospital for the treatment,
a senior police officer
said. At Satyawadi Raja
Harish Chandra Hospital
in Narela where they

were taken, they found
that three persons had
been injured in the inci-
dent. According to the
statement of Raj Kumar,
the complainant, the inci-
dent happened around 9
pm when he along with
his family members was
standing outside his
house, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(outer north) Devesh
Kumar Mahla said.

A person, driving a
Hyundai Creta, started ar-
guing with a man, he said.

Seeing this, the com-
plainant went to the driv-
er and tried to pacify him
but the man in a rush to
get away drove his car
into the three people
standing there, police
said.

Man injures 3 people
driving car into them 

Mangaluru (K’taka), Oct
28 (PTI): The action com-
mittee against the toll gate
at Surathkal here began
its indefinite day-and-
night dharna on Friday
demanding the immediate
removal of the plaza.

The protesters shouted
slogans against the BJP
government and people’s
representatives belonging
to the ruling party, includ-
ing Dakshina Kannada
MP Nalin Kumar Kateel.

Addressing the protest-
ers, action committee con-
venor Muneer Katipalla
said BJP state chief and
Lok Sabha member
Kateel’s assurance two
weeks back that the plaza
will be closed within 20
days cannot be trusted as
he had made similar

promises earlier also. He
said Dakshina Kannada
Deputy Commissioner
Kumara had held a meet-
ing on Thursday which
showed their concern over
the delay in a decision by
the authorities. The BJP
MLAs from the region
have not done anything to
pressure the government
to resolve the issue, he
said.

Former ministers B
Ramanath Rai,
Abhayachandra Jain,
legal advisor Dinesh
Ulepadi, former MLAs
Mohiuddin Bava, Vinay
Kumar Sorake, action
committee leader M G
Hegde and KPCC coordi-
nator Prathibha Kulai are
among those participating
in the protest.

Anti-toll gate protest

Action committee begins
indefinite dharna in Surathka

Chennai, Oct 28 (PTI):

DMK women’s wing
secretary and party’s MP
Kanimozhi apologised to
a c t r e s s - p o l i t i c i a n
Khushbu Sundar over a
DMK functionary’s al-
leged derogatory remark
targeting BJP women
leaders in Tamil Nadu.

The Thoothukudi MP,
who is also deputy general
secretary of the DMK, said
neither the party nor its
chief M K Stalin would tol-
erate such remarks.

“I apologise as a woman
and human being for what
was said. This can never
be tolerated irrespective of
whoever did it, of the
space it was said or party
they adhere to. And I’m
able to openly apologise
for this because my leader

@mkstalin and my party
@arivalayam don’t con-
done this,” Kanimozhi
said in her tweet in re-
sponse to a post which the
actress tagged and asked if
insulting women was part
of the new Dravidian
model.

After a video of the
DMK functionary Saidai
Sidiq’s remark on the
women went viral in the
social media, Khushbu on
Thursday tagged
Kanimozhi and tweeted,
“When men abuse
women, it just shows
what kind of upbringing
they have had & the toxic
environment they were
brought up in. These men
insult the womb of a
woman. Such men call
themselves followers of
#Kalaignar Is this new

Dravidian model under
H’ble CM @mkstalin
rule?@Kanimozhi DMK.”
Condemning the com-
ments on the BJP office-
bearers: Khushbu
Sundar, Gautami,
Namitha, and Gayathri
Raghuram at a recent
public meeting in
Chennai, BJP State vice-
president Narayanan
Thirupathy demanded
stern action on Sidiq.

Though she responded
to Khusbhu’s tweet and
apologised for the com-
ments, Kanimozhi said
she had also expressed
that Stalin would not ac-
cept such comments or
abuse, Narayanan said
and wondered if a mere
apology and distancing
from the comment would
correct the wrong.

Kanimozhi apologises to 
Khushbu for partyman’s remark

Ahmedabad, Oct 28
(PTI): The Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Friday re-
leased its seventh list of 13
candidates for the upcom-
ing Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, taking the number of
nominees whose names
the party has declared so
far to 86. The list was re-
leased by the party’s state
unit president Gopal Italia.

Elections to the 182-
member Gujarat
Legislative Assembly are
due by the end of this year.
However, the poll schedule
is yet to be announced. Ten
out of these 13 seats are
currently held by the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), while the opposition
Congress holds three oth-
ers. Two seats - Kadi and
Kalavad - are reserved for

Scheduled Caste (SC) can-
didates, while three -
Sankheda, Mandvi and
Mahuva are reserved for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) can-
didates, he said. The candi-
dates include a retired gov-
ernment officer, doctor,
lawyer and industrialist,
Italia told reporters. The
seats on which the names
of candidates were an-
nounced on Friday are
Kadi (SC), Gandhinagar
(North), Wadhwan, Morbi,
Jasdan, Jetpur, Kalavad
(SC), Jamnagar (Rural),
Mehmedabad, Lunawada,
Sankheda (ST), Mandvi
(ST) and Mahuva (ST). The
candidates for these seats,
respectively, are H K Dabhi,
Mukesh Patel, Hitesh
Bajrang, Pankaj
Ransariya, Tejas Gajipara,
Rohit Bhuva, Dr Jignesh

Solanki, Prakash Donga,
Pramodbhai Chauhan,
Natwarsinh Solanki,
Ranjan Tadvi, Sanyaben
Gamit and Kunjan Patel
Dhodiya. Morbi, Jasdan,
and Jamnagar (Rural) are
those seats on which the
then Congress MLAs (who
had won the 2017 Assembly
polls) had resigned and
BJP candidates won in the
bye-elections that followed.
Neither the BJP nor the
Congress have released the
list of candidates for the
upcoming polls so far.
Asaduddin Owaisi-led All
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) has
so far released a list of five
candidates - from
Danilimda (SC), Jamalpur
Khadia, Surat-East,
Bapunagar and Limbayat
seats.

AAP releases seventh list of
13 candidates for Gujarat Assembly polls

Shahjahanpur (UP), Oct
28 (PTI): Police here
booked a BJP MLA and
three others for allegedly
falsifying public record
and criminal conspiracy
on a complaint lodged by a
daughter-in-law of a for-
mer legislator. The FIR
was lodged on the direc-
tion of the court.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Sanjay Kumar said the
FIR was lodged against
Tilhar BJP MLA Salona
Kushwaha, one Sarita
Yadav, clerk Danish and
another employee working
in the block office.

In her complaint, Ruchi
Verma alleged that
Kushwaha has been ha-
rassing her family finan-
cially and socially after
Sarita Yadav claimed that

she is the second wife of
one of former MLA
Roshanlal Verma’s sons
and wants a share in prop-
erty. She alleged that
Kushwaha took away a
register from the tehsil of-
fice and included the name
of Sarita Yadav as the wife
of Roshanlal Verma’s dead
son Vinod Verma. The for-
mer MLA’s family has re-
fused to accept Sarita
Yadav as their dead son’s
second wife. The FIR was
lodged at the Nigohi police
station under Sections
120B (criminal conspira-
cy) and 218 (formation of
false record by public ser-
vant) of the Indian Penal
Code. The BJP MLA had
earlier claimed that the al-
legations against him have
been levelled out of politi-
cal malice.

Case against BJP MLA, three 
others for falsifying public record

Ahmedabad, Oct 28 (PTI):
The Gujarat government
on Friday announced a re-
lief package of Rs 630.34
crore for farmers who suf-
fered losses due to heavy
rains this monsoon, the
move coming ahead of
Assembly polls likely to be
held by the end of the year.

The relief package was
cleared in the state cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
earlier in the day and is ex-
pected to benefit eight
lakh farmers in 2,554 vil-
lages in 14 districts, offi-
cials said. The package
was announced after a
loss-assessment survey
was carried out in these
districts, namely
Chhotaudepur, Narmada,
Panchmahal, Navsari,

Valsad, Dang, Tapi, Surat,
Kutch, Junagadh, Morbi,
Porbandar, Anand and
Kheda, they added.

An official release said
farmers, as part of the
package, will get compen-
sation of Rs 6,800 per
hectare with a limit of two
hectares if the crop loss
(except banana plantation)
was equal or above 33 per
cent due to excessive rain
during the previous
Kharif season in the state.

“The compensation will
be given from the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) and from the state
budget. The compensation
for the loss of banana
plantation has been kept
at 30,000 per hectare with a
limit of two hectares,” the
release added.

Gujarat govt announces 
Rs 630 cr relief package for

rain-affected farmers



AUTUMN IN WASHINGTON

A woman walks among colorful fall foliage in Rock Creek Park in Washington.
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Singapore, Oct 28 (PTI):

The High
Commissioner of India
in Singapore P
Kumaran, joined by
about 100 students and
Indian community lead-
ers, planted trees at the
East Coast Park here on
Friday as part of the on-
going Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, celebrating 75
years of India’s inde-
pendence.

South East District’s
Mayor Mohd Fahmi
Aliman also joined the
celebration.

“Trees are always dear
to everyone, given that
they are probably one of
the most efficient ways of
sequestering carbon. We
are very happy today to
raise greater awareness
about the environment.”
he said.

He added that tree
planting is seen as a sym-
bol of growing relation-
ships.

“We hope that the trees
we planted today will in
some ways represent
Singapore’s growth in
the coming years as well
as India’s growth. Also,
these trees will represent
the growths in our part-
nerships in the coming
years,” Mayor Aliman

said.
The tree planting also

contributed to
Singapore’s One Million
Trees movement which

aims to restore nature in
the city by planting a
million trees across
Singapore over the next
10 years.

Indian High Commissioner in Singapore celebrates
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav by planting trees

Islamabad, Oct 28 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
admitted that he offered
an extension in the tenure
of Army chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa in
March amid the opposi-
tion’s attempt to topple his
government.

Khan’s remarks came
after Pakistan’s ISI chief
Lt Gen Nadeem Najum re-
vealed at an unprecedent-
ed press conference that
the army chief was given
a “lucrative offer” for an
indefinite extension in his
tenure in March this year.

“It was made in front of
me. He (Gen Bajwa) reject-
ed it because he wanted
the institution to move for-
ward from a controversial
role to a constitutional
role,” the ISI chief said,
without naming former
premier Khan.

Khan told 92 News TV in
an interview on Thursday
that he told the army chief

that if the then opposition
was offering him an exten-
sion, then he could do the
same, The Express
Tribune newspaper re-
ported.

“I repeatedly warned
Gen Bajwa that if this no-
confidence motion suc-
ceeds, it will have a direct
impact on the economy
and no one would be able
to control it as the econo-
my will go into a tailspin,”
he said.

Khan said he also asked
the top military leaders
“as to why did they hold a
press conference to dis-
cuss political matters if

they were apolitical”.
Gen Anjum addressed

the first-ever media inter-
action by any ISI chief in
Pakistan’s history on
Thursday.

The press conference
came as the country was
grappling with different
versions about the killing
of journalist Arshad
Sharif in Kenya and indi-
rect allegations against
the armed forces.

Sharif was shot dead at
a police checkpoint at an
hour’s distance from
Nairobi on Sunday night,
creating a storm in the
country.

Imran admits he offered extension to Army chief Bajwa

Moscow, Oct 28 (PTI):

Russia has special ties
with India and they have
always supported each
other and will remain so
in the future, President
Vladimir Putin has said,
as he praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for pursuing an “inde-
pendent foreign policy” in
the interest of his country.

Putin’s remarks came at
a plenary session of the
Valdai International
Discussion Club, a
Moscow-based think-tank
on Thursday.

He said Russia and India
continue to cooperate in
the military and technical
areas.

“We have special ties
with India that are built on
the foundation of really
close allied relations for
decades. We never had any
outstanding issues with
India, we have always sup-
ported each other and I’m
positive that’s how it will

remain in the future as
well,” Russian state media
RT quoted Putin as saying.

Putin’s comments came
more than a month after
Prime Minister Modi told
him that today’s era is not
of war as they met on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organisation’s summit in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan in
September.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and it has
been maintaining that the
crisis must be resolved
through diplomacy and di-
alogue. “PM Modi is one of
those individuals in the

world who is able to pur-
sue an independent for-
eign policy in the interest
of his country, and his peo-
ple without any attempts
to stop him,” said Putin.

Russia has been a major
supplier of military hard-
ware to India. In October
2018, India signed a USD 5
billion deal with Russia to
buy five units of the S-400
air defence missile sys-
tems, notwithstanding a
warning by the US that
going ahead with the con-
tract may invite sanctions
under the provisions of
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA).

Putin said India has
walked a great develop-
ment path from being a
British colony to its mod-
ern state and this has
yielded significant results
for the country’s almost 1.5
billion people.

“It (India) attracts gen-
eral respect from everyone
in the world. A lot has
been done in recent years
under PM Modi’s leader-
ship. He is a true patriot of
his country. And this con-
cept of his, Make in India’,
is a significant effort.
(India) really has pro-
gressed in its develop-
ment. A great future lies
ahead of it,” Putin said,
according to a translation
of his remarks by the
Russian Embassy in India.

“(India) is not only the
largest democracy, in a
good sense of this word,
but it should be proud of
its growth rate, that’s the
basis of its progress and
development,” Putin
added.

The Russian leader said
that the economic coopera-
tion between Delhi and
Moscow is growing as
well.

Russian President Putin terms
ties with India special

Praises PM Modi for
pursuing ‘independent
foreign policy’

Vrikshmahotsav
High Commissioner of India
to Singapore P. Kumaran
(in striped shirt) with stu-
dents during
‘Vrikshmahotsav’, a tree
plantation drive celebrating
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
in Singapore, Friday, 
Oct. 28.
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US using Pakistan
China has been pursuing

the policy of expansionism
for decades and Pakistan’s
business is exporting ter-
rorism. After the creation of
Pakistan, there has never
been true democracy. The
ISI is the real ruler. After
facing defeat in all wars,
Pakistani Generals changed
the attack mode and started
using terrorists. Pakistan
has full support and protec-
tion of China in these activ-
ities. Its economy is in ruins
and it is surviving only
through loans and aid.
China and the US are using
Pakistan for their ulterior
motives. America occasion-
ally gives meaningless
statements such as
‘Pakistan is the most dan-
gerous country’ that ‘keeps
snakes in the backyard’,
and simultaneously, ex-
tends millions of dollars in
aid to it. There is no choice
for India but to adopt an of-
fensive defence strategy at
the LoC and LAC.

Subhash Vaid, by mail

One up on BJP
The BJP is unabashedly a

communal entity swearing
by Hindutva, though here
and there it uses the word
‘secular’ to remain on the
correct side of the
Constitution. In some other
time and clime, it would
have willingly printed pho-
tos of Lakshmi and Ganesh
on currency notes. But an as-
tute politician, Kejriwal has
wrested the initiative from
the BJP by suggesting the
ruling party to print
Lakshmi and Ganesha im-
ages on currency notes. The
BJP would have been de-
lighted, but since the idea
has come from Kejriwal,
party leaders are accusing
him of using the Hindu card.
Everything is fair in love
and war, and in politics as
well. Sly Kejriwal has beaten
the BJP at its own game.
Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

Xi’s China
There should be no room

for party ‘supremos’ and
‘life-long Presidents’ in a
democratically organised
Communist party. Even fa-
mous communist leaders in
the past committed avoid-
able mistakes in India,
China and Russia when
their individual prestige
and popularity overshad-
owed and dented central
committees, politburos and
state committees. Shocked
by the end of the seven-
decade-old rule of the
Communist Party of Soviet
Union, Deng Xiaoping reor-
ganised the CPC along dem-
ocratic lines. Xi Jinping’s
tremendous appeal among
the CPC cadres rests only
on his strong anti-
American stance and anti-
neoliberal model of eco-
nomic growth. The shoes of
Mao and Deng are too big to
fit Xi. Communist leaders
can also turn into dictators
in the absence of collective
leadership.

Raj Bahadur Yadav,
Fatehabad
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Citizens holding Kannada flags sing classic Kannada songs as part of 'Koti Kanta Gaayana', a programme organised to facilitate
mass singing of six classic Kannada songs including the state anthem, at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru, Friday, Oct. 28.

KOTI KANTA GAAYANA

T
he permission for environmental release of  genetically modi-
fied mustard has not gone down well with green experts. In

fact, Sangh Parivar too has opposed the move, joining their objections
after the approval given by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee under the Union  Environment  Ministry.  They  fear  that  the
commercial cultivation of  GM mustard could have an adverse impact on
human health and food security. Surprisingly, the Sangh Parivar too has
opposed the move, claiming it is  “neither Swadeshi, nor safe”. RSS-af-
filiate Swadeshi  Jagran  Manch  (SJM)  has  also  urged  the government
to take cognizance of the committee’s action when it knows there is so
much opposition to GM mustard introduction.The GEAC, the country's
regulator for genetically modified organisms, recommended the envi-
ronmental release of mustard hybrid DMH-11 for its seed production
and testing as per existing ICAR guidelines and other extant rules/regu-
lations before commercial release. The transgenic mustard hybrid DMH-
11 has been developed by the Centre for Genetic Manipulation of Crop
Plants (CGMCP) at Delhi University. The government has so far ap-
proved (in 2002) only one GM crop, Bt cotton, for commercial cultiva-
tion. Those supporting commercial cultivation of GM crops say its bene-
fits include greater food security due to increased yields, reduced costs
for food  production,  reduced  need  for  pesticides  and resistance to
pests and disease. Kavitha Kuruganti, the founder of  the Alliance for
Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture, said: "The claim that GM mustard
will increase yield is not supported by the  data  submitted  by  the  crop
developers  to  the regulator." Kuruganti, who is a member of  the
Coalition for  GM-free  India,  said  Union  Environment  Minister
Bhupender Yadav had earlier voiced his views against GM crops. "It is
the regulator which has given a green signal. The minister should not
approve it," she said. In a statement, the Coalition for a GM-Free India
said: "This compromises biosafety in serious and objectionable ways,
and we ask the government not to move forward in allowing this danger-
ous herbicide to lerant food crop in India." The coalition had recently
written to Yadav that GM  mustard  uses  the  pretext  of  creating  hybrid
technology in a plant like mustard but in effect is a herbicide tolerant
crop. The entire biosafety assessment of GM mustard so far has not
taken this fact into account. Also ignored in the regulatory tests is the
fact that a deadly herbicide like glufosinate will be used along with this
GMO (there is adequate evidence of adverse impacts of  this herbicide
on health and environment for this to have raised warning bells for our
regulators; this includes the emergence of 'superweeds'). GM mustard
is a herbicide tolerant and toxic hybrid that will dramatically increase
the presence of toxic chemicals in our food and soil and hence, impact
health, said  Rohin  Kynar,  Senior  Agriculture  Campaigner, Greenpeace
India. But, the president of the National Academy of Agricultural
Sciences Dr T Mohapatra has welcomed the government’s decision say-
ing the GM mustard is likely to play an important role in driving the
country towards self-sufficiency in edible oil production. Another BT I n this year of Azaadi Ka

Amrit Mahotsav, 16th
October will be written down with
golden letters. This day marked the
day of the renaissance of India's ed-
ucation system when the Madhya
Pradesh government launched med-
ical education in Hindi, thereby writ-
ing the first chapter of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's efforts to-
wards education in native lan-
guages. Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore had said, 'Indian culture is
like a fully bloomed lotus, each petal
of which is like our regional lan-
guages. Destroying any one petal
will destroy the beauty of the lotus. I
want regional languages to remain
the queens of states and Hindi
should be at the centre'. In these
words, Gurudev beautifully de-
scribed the richness of India's cul-
tural and linguistic diversity.
Similarly, Bhartendu Harichandji's
description of `Nij Bhasha', is all-in-
clusive in its connotation, encom-
passing all Indian languages from
the south to north and from the east
to west as our own. Languages are
deeply embedded, culturally and
historically, in the essence of India
and Indianness. It is the language
that connects an individual with the
essential spirit and being of the na-
tion and its culture.

It is in this context that we need
to understand, without any preju-
dice, that Hindi is not in conflict with
any other Indian language.
Sometimes a misconception that
Hindi runs counter to other Indian
languages is spread. Nothing can be
further from the truth. Hindi is
India's Rajbhasha and has no inher-
ent conflict with any other Indian

language. Hindi is a friend and com-
rade of all Indian languages.
However, in my view, Hindi and all
other Indian languages need to be a
little flexible. The flexibility will help
address differences among lan-
guages, if any, with a spirit of ac-
commodation and assimilation. This
will further enable languages to
flourish and expand in a cohesive
sense of progressive culture-linguis-
tic companionship.

Some people attach a sense of
superiority to those who are accom-
plished in the English language. The
truth is that language has nothing to
do with an individual's wisdom or in-
tellectual capabilities. Language is
only a medium of articulation and
expression. In fact, a person's intel-
lectual capability has a better
chance of sparkling brighter if edu-
cation is imparted in one's native
language. The education imparted
in a language other than the native
language can limit the intellectual
progress of a child because thinking
abilities are the most compelling in
his or her own native language.
Therefore, in my view, there is a
deep connection between the edu-
cational progress of a child and the
medium of instruction.

Due to the lack of options to study
in native languages, we have so far
been able to exploit not more than 5
per cent of our nation's potential in
research, science, humanities and
other academic fields. Therefore,
India's goal for Atmanirbharta will
receive a big push when education is
imparted in native languages en-
abling us to take full advantage of
our intellectual capabilities. That is
the reason why educationists across

the world are increasingly giving
greater primacy to native languages
as the main medium of teaching that
emboldens people's intellectual
thinking, research, and analytical
abilities.

The father of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi always favoured making
technical and specialised knowledge
more accessible to India's masses by
connecting these with Indian lan-
guages. Gandhi Ji said, "We should
have an army of chemists, engineers
and other experts who will be real
servants of the nation…all these ex-
perts will speak, not a foreign
tongue, but the language of the peo-
ple. The knowledge gained by them
will be the common property of the
people." Following Gandhi Ji's
thoughts, the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, under the New Education
Policy, is working towards imparting
education in native languages—from
primary to technical, to engineering
to law and medical education. The
government is unwavering in its
focus on this. Under this, Madhya
Pradesh has become the first state
to introduce MBBS courses in Hindi.

ndia is firmly marching on the
path of Atmanirbharta as envisioned
by Prime Minister Modi. It is impor-
tant to keep in mind that
Atmanirbharta is not just about busi-
ness, commerce, and services but
also about our languages. It is vital
to make our languages strong to
achieve the goal of Atmanirbharta.
Due to this, the new Education
Policy has laid emphasis on impart-
ing education in native languages.
As a result, Indian languages are
being accorded the deserved impor-
tance in the country's education sys-
tem. Initiatives have been taken to
impart engineering education in
eight Indian languages—Tamil,
Telugu, Malayalam, Gujarati,
Marathi, Bengali, Hindi and
Assamese—by translating books into
these languages. Examinations
under NEET and UGC are now also
being conducted in 12 languages. All
these exemplify the Modi govern-
ment's efforts and initiatives to
strengthen Indian languages.

In the 19th century, Dadbhai
Naoroji described the repatriation of

resources from India as a "drain of
wealth". Today, there is a "drain of
the brain" that we are witnessing in
the 21st century. The same forces
that oversaw the "drain of wealth"
are now involved in the "brain drain"
from India by inducing India's youth
through education in foreign lan-
guages. This situation of "brain
drain" will turn into a position of
"brain gain" when India's youth
start receiving education in their na-
tive languages. Today, measures are
being taken to impart education in
Indian languages that will prevent
India's youth from getting subjugat-
ed by foreign languages and cul-
tures. Instead, they will be empow-
ered to think and stoke their intel-
lectual curiosity in their native lan-
guages.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
whenever presented with an oppor-
tunity, has always worked towards
strengthening and emboldening
Indian languages. Even after the era
of colonisation ended, successive
governments in India, for long peri-
ods, subjected Indian languages to
a sense of inferiority. While most
leaders from India used to speak in
English on overseas and multilateral
platforms, Atal Behari Vajpayee, as
the country's foreign minister,
spoke in Hindi at the United
Nations, marking an occasion of
great honour for Indian languages.
Today, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also speaks in Hindi in over-
seas forums, carrying forward the
legacy of Mr Vajpayee. Modi Ji's
speeches in Hindi have not only
served to establish the honoured
identity of Indian languages but
also raised the self-confidence of
Indians. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's focus on imparting educa-
tion in native languages will not
only bolster Indian languages but
also qualitatively raise the intellec-
tual capabilities of our students. I
am fully confident that for genera-
tions to come Indian languages will
thrive and evolve with a strong fab-
ric of public interest and develop-
ment in a continuum of progressive
adaptability.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  HHoommee  MMiinniisstteerr))

Amy Brodtmann

A s Alzheimer's cases grow,
scientists have been deep in

debate over its causes. Now treat-
ments are on the horizon, the new
race is to ready the health system.
When the US Food and Drug
Administration approved
Alzheimer's drug aducanumab in
June 2021 against the advice of its
own expert committee it triggered
much hand-wringing in the re-
search and medical community.
One group of Australian experts
likened the drugmaker's approval
by the FDA to "winning a Texas
sharpshooter contest by drawing a
bullseye around a bullet hole". The
drug mopped up a protein associat-
ed with the disease but didn't ap-
pear to improve symptoms. More
than a year later, the discussion
has shifted from what has at times
been a nonsensical debate on the
different theories of what causes
Alzheimer's to other issues such as
who should be included in clinical

trials, when to inter-
vene and what out-
comes should be
measured.

Disease-modifying
therapies are now se-
riously on the horizon,
with at least one new
drug likely to gain FDA
approval next year.
Delivering such treat-
ments at scale will re-
quire a restructure of
healthcare delivery.
More than 55 million
people live with de-
mentia, a number reported to be
doubling every 20 years. Supportive
care, the current gold standard in
dementia treatment, is costing the
world more than US 600 billion a
year. Disease-modifying therapies
require in-hospital infusions and
regular scans, all of which come at
a cost, even without factoring in
the high cost of the drugs them-
selves. Despite a greater accept-
ance that late-life dementia is not

caused by just one thing and that
lifestyle risk factors can have a big
contribution, new drug treatments
are likely to change who comes for-
ward for treatment.

People are wary of visiting their
doctor with early symptoms for
fear they will be diagnosed with a
disease with no cure. By the time
they're diagnosed, they might have
progressed to a more advanced
stage. Surveys of GPs in Australia

have found few test
patients for dementia,
largely because their
patients don't want to
participate. Drug
treatments that hold
promise could change
this. With more people
seeking treatment,
awareness of the need
to change lifestyles
could also grow. If we
view dementia as
brain failure, like heart
failure, treatment and
prevention will shift to

be more nuanced. We don't say
there's one cause for heart failure,
or kidney failure or liver failure. As
scientists race against the clock to
find new Alzheimer's treatments,
dementia incidence in middle to
high income countries is actually
declining. But prevalence contin-
ues to grow thanks to ageing pop-
ulations. That incidence is declin-
ing in economically richer coun-
tries has been associated with

their increased interventions for
cardiovascular risk, such as im-
proved diet, reduced smoking and
better treatments of hypertension
and diabetes.

While treatments are still lag-
ging behind the growth in demen-
tia cases, we have turned a corner.
US Congress recently designated a
"National Brain Health Day", and
there has been progress in finding
agents that look like they're affect-
ing brain inflammation, opening
the door to other new treatments.
As with other diseases, it's likely
there will never be a silver bullet. A
combination of therapies, as ended
up being the case for the treatment
of HIV, could end up delivering the
greatest benefit. The focus will be
on prevention, prescribing lifestyle
interventions, such as diet and
physical activity, and then combin-
ing these with therapies that re-
move toxic brain proteins, reduce
brain inflammation and, one day,
restore brain functions affected by
the disease.

Preparing for a world with Alzheimer's treatment
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C
arbon credits, also known as carbon offsets are permits that
allow the owner to emit a certain amount of carbon dioxide or

other greenhouse gases. One credit permits the emission of one ton of
carbon dioxide or the equivalent in other greenhouse gases.The carbon
credit is half of a so-called cap-and-trade program. Companies that pol-
lute are awarded credits that allow them to continue to pollute up to a
certain limit, which is reduced periodically. Meanwhile, the company
may sell any unneeded credits to another company that needs them.
Private companies are thus doubly incentivized to reduce greenhouse
emissions. First, they must spend money on extra credits if their emis-
sions exceed the cap. Second, they can make money by reducing their
emissions and selling their excess allowances. The carbon credit ex-
change will play a key part as the national trading mechanism to moni-
tor and analyse country's greenhouse gas  emission reduction.Our coun-
try is one of the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitters and we are
aiming to reach net zero emissions by 2070. To achieve this the lower
house of parliament passed an Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill
2022 in August that seeks to establish carbon credits trading. Experts
say that Under a carbon trading scheme, government should encourage
more and more private entities so that they can earn carbon credits by
reducing their greenhouse gas emissions.The same credits can be
bought and sold in markets.India has to become an industrial power-
house while cutting emissions by 100 million tonnes a year by 2028,
highlighting the importance of a robust carbon trading market. A do-
mestic market that is formed in cooperation and close consultation with
relevant industry stakeholders can tremendously accelerate the coun-
try’s transition to become carbon neutral as per environmental studies.
India’s green energy companies, such as Adani Green and carbon offset-
ters like EKI Energy Services, Hero Future Energies, Ayana Renewable
Power and global private equity major, KKR’s Virescent Infra have come
together to develop a carbon credit market to help achieve energy tran-
sition goals. But more companies should come together to develop car-
bon credit market. The government has to take measures imperatively
to make our market more for carbon credit so that it can be utilised to
meet the country's Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) under the
Paris Agreement goals.Our country should have supporting platform
which will allow firms and government agencies to buy and sell carbon
credits and track their emissions on an online dashboard.The carbon
credits if generated it will be first used to meet the country's NDC goals
as per Indian Ministry of Renewable Energy. The remaining can be sold
outside the country. According to the updated NDC, India now stands
committed to reducing the emissions intensity of its GDP by 45 per cent
by 2030, from the 2005 level, and achieving about 50 per cent cumula-
tive electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel-based energy
resources by 2030.Our country should put a step forward towards its
long-term goal of reaching net zero by 2060 and not 2070.We should em-
phasize system of the carbon market. We have to have some sort of car-
bon market every year improving so that carbon credits improve. We
have to keep carbon credits to ourselves to achieve NDCs but anything
beyond that can be sold anywhere in the world. So other countries can
look forward to huge quantities of carbon credits being available in our
country we should take strict measures to diversify its supply chain in
the area of solar manufacturing.  Energy crisis in Europe is a concern. It
is something which is a result of the ongoing conflict (between Russia
and Ukraine) and supply chains getting disrupted. Such disruptions can
happen at any time. One needs to diversify supply chains that not only
go for petroleum products but also for polysilicon to solar modules. We
have take steps to ensure that supply chains are diversified do that it
leads to carbon credits. We have to came up with a Production Linked
Incentive for manufacturing polysilicon cells to solar modules. The activ-
ities should pave the way for India to try to become a carbon-trading
hub for Asia. India should join existing carbon exchanges in other Asian
markets including China and Singapore, which plans to launch futures
trading as early as possible so that the companies look to hedge risks
from greenhouse-gas emissions. Japan and Malaysia are planning simi-
lar exchanges. The another method, which will require changes in the
energy and transport sectors should be supported by  growing embrace
of electric vehicles. We have to make a pledge to achieve net zero emis-
sions by 2070 joining a global commitment to cap warming to less then 3
deg Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

It’s high time for 
Carbon credits

Education in native languages will boost Atmnirbharta

GM mustard neither
Swadeshi nor safe

AMIT SHAH
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BRIEF

Investor response

Mumbai: Enthused
by the overwhelming
retail investor re-
sponse to the recent
InvIT from NHAI,
wherein NCDs worth
Rs 1,430 crore were is-
sued, Union Highways
Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday
said the retail portion
will go up in new such
fund-raising ahead.
The minister was ad-
dressing a gathering
at BSE after listing the
second tranche of the
NHAI Infrastructure
Investment Trust
(InvIT) and NCD,
which earlier this
month raised Rs 1,430
crore and the issue
was oversubscribed
nearly seven times.

IPO price band
New Delhi: Fusion
Microfinance on
Friday said it has
fixed a price band of
Rs 350-368 a share for
its Rs 1,104 crore ini-
tial public offering
(IPO). The initial
share sale will open
for public subscrip-
tion on November 2
and conclude on
November 4. The bid-
ding for anchor in-
vestors will open on
November 1, accord-
ing to the company.
The IPO comprises
fresh issuance of equi-
ty shares worth Rs 600
crore and an offer of
sale of 1,36,95,466 equi-
ty shares by promot-
ers and existing 
shareholders.

Appointment

New Delhi: Adani
Green Energy said it
has received share-
holders’ approval to
appoint Ahlem Friga
Noy as a non-execu-
tive, nominee director
in the company.
Shareholders of the
company has ap-
proved the appoint-
ment of Ahlem Friga
Noy as a director (non-
executive, nominee di-
rector) in an
Extraordinary
General Meeting
(EGM) of the compa-
ny held on Wednesday,
October 26, 2022, a
BSE filing showed.

Deadline extended
New Delhi: The
Central Board of
Direct Taxes on
Thursday extended
the deadline for filing
quarterly TDS state-
ment in Form 26Q for
the June quarter by a
month till November
30. Form 26Q is used
for quarterly filing of
TDS returns on pay-
ments other than
salary. “Considering
the difficulties in fil-
ing of TDS statement
in the revised and up-
dated Form 26Q, the
Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
has extended the due
date of filing of Form
26Q for the second
quarter of financial
year 2022-23 from 31st
October, 2022 to 30th
November, 2022,”
CBDT said in a state-
ment.

LISTING CEREMONY

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari during listing ceremony of non-convertible debentures, at BSE in Mumbai,
Friday, Oct. 28.

Bengaluru, Oct 28: 

There is no country in
the world in terms of
“margin protection” bet-
ter than India where tech-
nology is extensively used
to protect clients’ securi-
ties, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch said
on Friday. The SEBI chief
said that foreign investors
often tell her that she was
fortunate to have in the
country a culture of data
and technology, which is
making the role of the
capital market regulator
effective.

“There is huge technol-
ogy change in the entire
market. It has never been
done anywhere in the
world ever...and we did it
in India. So, today in
terms of margin protec-
tion the protection of
client’s securities there is
nobody better in the world
than India,” Buch said in

her lecture on
‘Data and
Technology in
the Capital
Market’. The
event was or-
ganised by the
Indian Institute
o f
Management-
Bangalore to
mark its 49th
F o u n d a t i o n
Day celebrations on
Friday. Explaining how
data is used for surveil-
lance to check malprac-
tices during trading, the
SEBI chairperson said the
study of algorithm and
alerts make it easy to
study the trading pattern
of people and understand
that this is an ‘insider
trading’. SEBI has also
embedded a QR code
which, Buch said, was
quite radical. When it is
scanned, one can see a
video clip, which showed
the ‘Delta’ positions of the
particular individual

whose trading
pattern is re-
flected. “You
look at that
film, and you
say, ‘this is in-
sider trading.
This cannot be
anything else’.
So, we use data
in our surveil-
lance,” the
SEBI chief ex-

plained. The regulatory
body is also using tech-
nology to check ‘front
running’ in the mutual
fund market. She, howev-
er, said SEBI too had
some setbacks because
the regulation has not
kept pace with technolo-
gy but it is trying to fix
the problem in the next
few months. The SEBI
chief said the board is
now using ‘Suptech’ or
Supervisory Technology
as well to inspect and
make sure that every-
body’s following the
rules. Citing an example

from the mutual fund in-
dustry, she said SEBI
started collecting data
from all the 44 mutual
fund houses operating in
the country. As the data
started coming in, SEBI
told the industry that
they are going to develop
80 algorithms and ex-
plained to them the logic
and the interpretation of
SEBI laws in the light of
the algorithm emanating
from the data. According
to Buch, many of her col-
leagues were quite upset
as they were against re-
vealing the algorithm and
questioned the objective
behind it.

Buch, however, said she
gave an explanation that
satisfied them. “The ob-
jective of the regulator is
not to catch people doing
bad things but to prevent
them doing bad things.
So, we declared that we
are now going to make
these 80 algos,” she ex-
plained.

No country better than India in using tech
to protect clients’ securities: SEBI chief Kakinada (AP), Oct 28:

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal said here
on Friday that foreign
trade would become a
truly defining feature
that would help India be-
come a USD 30 trillion
economy in the Amrit
Kaal. “We have reached
that inflection point, we
are at the cusp, where we
are going to take off. If we
have the ambition to be at
least ten times in the next
25 years...we are looking
to cross the USD 30 tril-
lion economy with a per
capita GDP of 15,000 dol-
lar,” Goyal said. Speaking
as the guest of honour
after inaugurating the
third campus of the
Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade-Kakinada,
along with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
Goyal noted that foreign
trade would become a
truly defining feature in
the years to come “as we

work in the Amrit Kaal in
the next 25 years and
progress towards a devel-
oped India.” “Amrit Kaal,
leading to the 100 years of
Indian Independence,
will determine the future
of our children and gen-
erations to come. You are
the main stakeholders in
this journey,” he told the
IIFT students. Goyal said
foreign trade was going
to truly help in achieving
the USD 30 trillion ambi-
tious target. “This is the
path that we are going to
achieve. It’s very much
achievable and doable,”

he remarked. The
Commerce Minister
pointed out that the
Indian economy grew
11.8 times in dollar terms
in the last 30 years to USD
3.5 trillion today, from
less than USD 300 billion.
Goyal said India was a
bright spot in the world
today, where other coun-
tries were in recession,
where inflation was five
times high than was usu-
ally seen in some coun-
tries. He said the world
was seeking to engage
with India because it’s a
growing economy.
Political stability, deci-
sive leadership and deft
handling of the economy
have made the world look
up to India. “As we go into
a developed economy sta-
tus, our imports and ex-
ports are going to in-
crease manifold. We have
to have seamless foreign
trade, movement of goods
and services,” he noted.
Goyal said the world
wanted to do “more and
more business with us.”

Foreign trade to be a defining feature in making
India a USD 30 trillion economy: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, Oct 28: 

The high inflation rate in
the last three quarters is
mainly a consequence of
the ‘exogenous’ price
shocks, and addressing the
issue will require coordi-
nated policy efforts, RBI
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) member
Shashanka Bhide has said.
Bhide further said the infla-
tionary pressures are high
and it certainly is a test for
India’s inflation targeting
framework. “The high in-
flation rate in Q2 FY2022-23
follows high inflation in the
previous two quarters.

“High fuel and food
prices and their spillover to
other sectors have sus-
tained the high inflation
rate,” he said in an email
interview with PTI. The re-
tail inflation based on CPI
has remained above 6 per

cent since January 2022,
and it was 7.41 per cent in
September. The MPC fac-
tors in retail inflation while
deciding the RBI’s bi-
monthly monetary policy.
“While this pattern is
mainly a consequence of
the exogenous price
shocks, it is important to
take measures to limit the
spillover of the price
shocks to the rest of the
economy. “Addressing these

issues will require coordi-
nated policy effort, mone-
tary policy and other eco-
nomic policies,” Bhide
said. As per the mandate
given to the RBI by the
Union government, the
central bank is required to
ensure retail inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent with a
margin of 2 per cent on ei-
ther side. Noting that the
present global macroeco-
nomic environment is chal-
lenging in terms of infla-
tionary pressures and
growth, he said, “With its
diverse economic base and
prudent policies, India
should be able to meet these
challenges”. Bhide said the
monetary policy tightening
by the RBI aims to bring
down the inflationary pres-
sures as high inflation ad-
versely affects consump-
tion and investment de-
mand.

High inflation rate mainly a consequence of
exogenous price shocks: RBI MPC member

Mumbai, Oct 28: 

Bajaj Electricals Ltd –
India’s leading consumer
appliances company, un-
veiled its latest brand po-
sitioning – BAJAJ: BUILT
FOR LIFE. This is a large-
scale transformation cam-
paign for the brand
backed by consumer in-
sights, innovation, and ro-
bust R&D capabilities to
offer a strong product
portfolio to enhance the
customer experience. The
brand has released a film
encapsulating its brand
promise that comple-
ments the lives of its mod-
ern-day consumers.

BAJAJ takes pride in
being in tune with the
consumers’ changing
tastes and preferences
and invests in R&D that

helps translate need gaps
into products. Consumer
insights highlight that
today’s consumers are as-
pirers who have the abili-
ty to endure, be resilient
and consistently perform
to take on life’s challenges
that matter most. Their
time-constrained lifestyle
must be ably supported by
home appliances that per-
form seamlessly without
glitches or inefficiencies.
BAJAJ’s new product
portfolio and brand posi-
tioning are inspired by
Indian consumers’ spirit
to endure, not give up, per-
severe and keep perform-
ing. Additionally, the
brand’s category-wise, in-
depth research highlight-
ed multiple consumer
pain points in each cate-
gory, which have been ad-

dressed by considerable
investments in R&D and
product design. Thus, the
new positioning of BUILT
FOR LIFE is a promise of
durability and their re-
sultant portfolio of home
appliances is high en-
durance, aesthetically
pleasing and low mainte-
nance.

At the launch, Mr Anuj
Poddar, MD & CEO of
Bajaj Electricals Limited,
said, “At Bajaj Electricals,
our consumers are at the
heart of our business.
Our brand has always
stood for trust – our con-
sumers’ trust in our prod-
ucts and services for over
80 years. As we take this
legacy forward, we are at
the right juncture to take
the Bajaj brand to the
next level.

Bajaj Electricals unveils its
revamped brand positioning 

London, Oct 28: 

Britain’s newly-elected
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak  thanked his
Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi for con-
gratulating him on his
new role, saying he was
“excited” about what the
two great democracies
can achieve as they deep-
en their security, defence
and economic partner-
ship. His comment came
soon after Prime
Minister Modi spoke to
new him over phone and
congratulated him on as-
suming charge as
British Prime Minister.
“We will work together
to further strengthen
our Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.
We also agreed on the
importance of early con-
clusion of a comprehen-

sive and balanced FTA,”
Modi tweeted. Sunak
replied, “Thank you
Prime Minister
@NarendraModi for
your kind words as I get
started in my new role.
The UK and India share
so much. I’m excited
about what our two great
democracies can achieve
as we deepen our securi-
ty, defence and economic
partnership in the
months & years ahead.”
Sunak, 42, was elected
Conservative Party
leader on Monday, mark-
ing a very special Diwali
for the former
Chancellor of
Exchequer who entered
10 Downing Street as the
youngest British Prime
Minister in 210 years.
His vision for India-UK
bilateral ties has gone
beyond the opportunity

for the UK to sell things
in India, wanting
Britain to also “learn
from India”. India and
Britain launched negoti-
ations for the Free Trade
Agreement in January
with an aim to conclude
talks by Diwali but the
deadline was missed due
to a lack of consensus on
issues. The India-UK
free trade deal is likely
to get the much-needed
impetus with Sunak
moving into 10 Downing
Street as experts see po-
litical stability in the UK
giving momentum to ne-
gotiations. Sunak, in his
previous role as
Chancellor of the
Exchequer, had ex-
pressed support for the
FTA as he saw enormous
opportunities for both
countries in the fintech
and insurance sectors.

‘Excited’ about what UK, India can achieve as they
deepen partnership, PM Sunak tells PM Modi

Mumbai, Oct 28: 

Equity benchmarks
ended higher on Friday
helped by buying in index
major Reliance Industries
along with fresh foreign
fund inflows. Extending
its previous day’s rally, the
30-share BSE benchmark
climbed 203.01 points or
0.34 per cent to settle at
59,959.85. During the day, it
jumped 376.33 points or
0.62 per cent to 60,133.17.
On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 49.85 points or 0.28
per cent to end at 17,786.80
. In the Sensex pack,
Maruti, Reliance
Industries, NTPC, Power
Grid, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Bajaj Finserv,
Titan and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
major winners. Shares of

Maruti climbed nearly 5
per cent after the compa-
ny announced its earn-
ings.

Maruti Suzuki India on
Friday reported an over
four-fold increase in con-
solidated net profit to Rs
2,112.5 crore in the second
quarter ended on
September 30, 2022, riding
on record sales. Tech

Mahindra, Tata Steel, Sun
Pharma, ICICI Bank and
State Bank of India were
among the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower. Stock ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative
territory in mid-session
deals.

Markets log gains for 2nd day
on buying in Reliance

Record sales drive 

Maruti Suzuki Q2 net over

4-fold to Rs 2,112.5 cr

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  2288:: Maruti
Suzuki India on Friday
reported an over four-fold
increase in consolidated net
profit to Rs 2,112.5 crore in
the second quarter ended on
September 30, 2022, riding
on record sales. The compa-
ny had posted a consolidated
net profit of Rs 486.9 crore in
the same period last fiscal,
Maruti Suzuki India said in a
regulatory filing. Total rev-
enue from operations was at
Rs 29,942.5 crore as against
Rs 20,550.9 crore in the year-
ago period. Maruti Suzuki
said it sold a total of
5,17,395 vehicles during the
quarter, its highest ever in
any quarter. “Sales in the
domestic market stood at
4,54,200 units. Exports were
at 63,195 units. Shortage of
electronic components
impacted production by
about 35,000 vehicles in this
quarter,” it added. 

New Delhi, Oct 28: 

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC)  clarified
that electronically gener-
ated certificate of origin
(CoO) issued by the UAE
authority is a valid docu-
ment for claiming customs
duty benefits under India-
UAE free trade agreement.
However, it said that the
certificate has to be issued
in a prescribed format
bearing electronically
printed seal and signa-
tures of the authorised
signatory of the issuing
authority. The trade agree-
ment between India and
the UAE came into force
from May 1 this year.
Under this, domestic ex-
porters of over 6,000 goods
from sectors like textiles,
agriculture, dry fruits,
gem and jewellery get

duty-free access to the
UAE market. On the other
hand, India gives duty-free
access to 7,694 goods com-
ing from the UAE.

A trader has to submit a
‘certificate of origin’ at the
landing port of the import-
ing country to claim duty
concessions under free-
trade agreements. This
certificate is essential to
prove where their goods
come from.

In a communication to
its field formations, the
CBIC said that representa-
tions have been received
with regard to India-UAE
trade deal stating that the
importers are facing diffi-
culties in availing prefer-
ential tariff benefit on the
basis of e-CoO issued by
the issuing authority of
AUE. The agreement al-
ready has provisions for
the same.

E-certificate of origin valid paper
for claiming duty concessions

under India-UAE trade pact: CBIC
Mumbai, Oct 28: 

The rupee declined by 15
paise to close at 82.48 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday as a
stronger greenback in the
overseas markets weighed
on the local unit. However,
a positive trend in domes-
tic equities and fresh for-
eign fund inflows capped
the rupee’s loss, traders
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local currency opened
weak at 82.39 and wit-
nessed a high of 82.29 and
a low of 82.49. It finally set-
tled at 82.48 against the
American currency, regis-
tering 15 paise loss over its
previous close. In the pre-
vious session on Thursday,
the rupee jumped 48 paise
to close at 82.33 against the
dollar. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges

the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose by 0.25 per
cent to 110.86. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.91 per cent to
USD 96.08 per barrel. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rose 203.01 points
or 0.34 per cent to end at
59,959.85, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced
49.85 points or 0.28 per cent
to 17,786.80.

Rupee slips 15 paise to settle
at 82.48 against US dollar

Kajol to tour through

Indian cinema in 

‘The Journey of India’

B
ollywood actress Kajol will be seen
transporting viewers to
Bollywood's captivating legacy

against the backdrop of an actual film set
in action in the upcoming episode of the
hybrid show 'The Journey of India'.

Through the eyes of acclaimed Indian
directors and actors, the episode will
take viewers on an exciting journey to
celebrate the tradition of Indian cinema.
The history of Indian cinema goes back
more than a century - from Dadasaheb
Phalke's 'Raja Harishchandra' in 1913,
first ever dream sequence of 'Alam Ara' -
to awards on the world stage.

Talking about the upcoming episode,
Kajol said, "It's no secret that cinema is
my first love. Films are more than an art
form. It is a form of emotion - a way to
express passion with innovation, driving
audiences across diverse sectors to unite
under the umbrella of spectacular story-
telling. I'm honoured to be a part of a proj-
ect that celebrates the legacy of films and
their role in shaping culture. A big thank
you to the Warner Bros. Discovery team
for making me a part of 'The Journey of
India'." India's film industry is currently
the largest in the world making over 2,000
films every year. Indian movies are
watched around the world by different
cultures, and it is an inspiration for the
creative economy of the world.

The series' latest episode on the legacy
of Indian cinema will premiere on October

31, on discovery+ and Discovery's network of
channels in India in 12 languages including
English, Bengali, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Kannada, Assamese, Oriya,
Marathi, Punjabi and Gujarati.

ACROSS

1. Tribe

5. Emergency tire

10. Prehistoric dwelling

14. Nevada town

15. Artist's stand

16. Genesis locale

17. Cereal grains

18. Road curves

19. Ardent

20. Displace (a TV show)

22. Reduces

24. Secondhand

26. Egg source

27. Blouse

31. Rent contract

34. Make a doily

37. Religious beliefs

39. Enjoyment

41. Circle segments

42. Oklahoma city

44. Met solo

45. Turtle

47. Brawls

49. Compass pt.

50. Penned

52. Brief

53. Fawn's mom

55. Rocker ____ Clapton

57. Assumed names

61. Clung

66. City vehicles

67. Cowboy's tool

69. Explorer Marco ____

70. Not active

71. Prepare to propose

72. Capri or Wight

73. Stains

74. Future flowers

75. Mediocre grades

DOWN

1. Farmer's yield

2. Tragic king

3. Poker bet

4. Sniffer

5. Oozes

6. Pale color

7. Donkey

8. Whirl

9. In addition

10. Desist

11. Indiana Jones, e.g.

12. Blood vessel

13. Outcomes

21. Mongrel

23. Mets' old stadium

25. Exhaust

27. Say

28. Wading bird
29. Astonishing
30. Musical symbol
32. Capone and Pacino
33. Stitched line
35. Zodiac ram
36. Taunt
38. Recipe direction
40. Bargain bonanza
43. GI's club
46. Has creditors
48. Engrave with acid
51. Wiped clean
54. Fertile spots
56. Graven images
57. Sour
58. Lord's wife
59. Antlered animals
60. Sensible
62. Grand
63. Thorny bloom
64. Fashion magazine
65. Easy ____ it!
68. Watch
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Has a certain project been a drag for you
lately, Aquarius? Don't be surprised if
today you get your second wind. You're
looking at your tasks in a practical man-
ner, your interest in them is up, and you're
able to accomplish them quickly and effi-
ciently with minimal stress. Relationships
should also be going well. Make the most
of this while you can!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you could complete a creative project
that you've been working on for a while,
Pisces. You will be more than happy with the
results and inspired to move on to bigger
and better things. You will feel strong
enough to take on just about any type of
project. It's possible that you might get
started on the next one right away. Don't
wear yourself out!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Things seem to be returning to normal
after the hectic pace of late, Aries. Life
has slowed down, and the energy is lower
but more peaceful. There's also no rush to
get anything done. The deadlines can be
postponed to another day. You might take
whatever spare time you have to just lie
back and enjoy the quiet. Don't feel guilty.
You can work hard again tomorrow!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Have you been waiting for a letter or call
from a business or romantic partner for a
long time, Taurus? If so, you will probably
receive it today. Don't be surprised if it's
long! News and useful information could
be exchanged. You will feel energized and
determined once the communication is
completed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your time finally seems to be your own,
Gemini. There are probably no rush
jobs to finish, no urgent phone calls to
make, and no one looking over your
shoulder. This causes a significant
release of stress, and you're better able
than usual to focus on what you have in
front of you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A love relationship seems more stable than
usual today, Cancer. The security wraps itself
around you like a blanket as you consider the
events leading up to this new sense of com-
mitment. You and your partner may spend
the evening doing nothing more than being
together, which feels great! Mark this day in
your memory so you can recall it whenever
your insecurities get the better of you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you may not feel much like working,
and you might even decide to play hooky
from your responsibilities, Leo. If you have
nothing urgent to do, consider indulging
this whim. Relax with a good book and a
cup of tea. Watch a favorite movie. Take a
long walk in a beautiful park. In the evening,
cuddle with a love partner. Savor the day's
gentle energy.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A community issue may come up today
concerning you and your neighbors, Virgo.
Perhaps a virtual meeting will be held.
Something requires change in your neigh-
borhood, and most of you are probably
firmly united behind it. This bodes well for
your future, so you will probably feel good
about the entire situation after the gath-
ering breaks up. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A new opportunity could come your way
today, Libra. There's no promise or guar-
antee, but there is an indication that if you
devote yourself thoroughly, your chances
of progress are pretty good over the next
month for any activity that you begin
today. Keep up the good work and keep
smiling! The latter action is as important
as the former.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Have you wanted to take a certain
online course or workshop, Scorpio? If
so, this is a good day to consider all the
details, make some phone calls, or
enroll. As far as your educational goals
go, you're very focused. You're apt to
stick with any program you decide to
tackle. You're also apt to learn more
quickly and retain more. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Decisions regarding investments, sav-
ings, or other financial matters might
need attention today, Sagittarius. Don't
panic. You're in the right frame of mind
for this. Your business sense is at an all-
time high, as is your ability to focus on
the task at hand. Intuition plays a strong
role. Even if you don't feel like it, it's
important to get this done. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Have you and a friend been discussing the
possibility of going into business togeth-
er? If so, Capricorn, the two of you might
want to have some serious discussions
now about the nature of the business, how
it should be structured, and what the
financial arrangements may be. You're
both sharp enough to see both the prom-
ise and the downside of your enterprise. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sunny Leone
learnt sign 

language for
Vishnu

Manchu-starrer
‘Ginna’

F
or actress Sunny
Leone, it was an up-
hill task to work in

the Vishnu Manchu-star-
rer film 'Ginna'. In addition
to the language being unfa-
miliar to her, she essays a
deaf and mute woman in
the film. The actress put in
a lot of hard work to lend
authenticity to her part in
the film and not make it
look like a caricaturist de-
piction of disabilities on
screen.

The empathic portrayal
of the character was of
prime importance for
Sunny. She trained in sign
languages for a few weeks
with an acting coach, be-
fore the film's shoot began.

Revealing her process,
Sunny said, "My coach and
I sat and storyboarded the
character's graph. Along
with the director and
writer, we tried to under-
stand the backstory. Then
the real challenge of bring-
ing a true-to-reality por-
trayal on screen. My coach
helped me by providing
several reading materials
and videos for my under-
standing." It not only
helped her crack the psy-
che of the character better
but also gave her a peek
into the minds of people
who don't have the luxury
of voice and words."

S
he is just 23 and has
already created a
storm with her un-

filtered lyrics in songs
such as 'Chill Kinda Guy'
and 'Main Nahi Toh Koun'
-rapper Srushti Tawade,
who's a holds Master's de-
gree in English, started
off as a poetess and meta-
morphosed into a raging
rapper with her tracks.

The Mumbai-born
artiste did her schooling
from National English
High School and her col-
lege from SNDT Women's
college. It was her love for
rap and pop culture that
helped her reach where
she is today.

"Being from Mumbai I
have loved rap and pop
culture since childhood. I
like to spread my work
through social media and
so I use Instagram to ex-
pand myself with my un-
filtered lyrics. I am identi-
fied as a writer, poet, rap-
per, satirist," she said.

"On the other hand, I
am a writer whose con-
tent is renowned for being
caustic and unafraid," she
added.

She has also written a
lot of musical parodies.

"I had things to say and
I knew how to say them in
songs so I did that," said
the Internet sensation,
who is currently seen on
'MTV Hustle 2.0'.

Throwing light on her
journey, the rapper said:

"During the Covid epi-
demic, I discovered a new
gift for myself and start-
ed fusing poetry with
some rhythm and pulse.
After investing a lot of
time and energy into this
field, and by continually
working hard laid the
foundation for MTV
Hustle season 2, India's
first Rap/Hip-Hop reality
show."

She added: "Despite
having participated in
and won most of the poet-
ry competitions prior to
the lockdown, I only start-
ed rapping after that. I al-
ways believed that ex-
pressing your emotions
through creating poetry
and stories helps you un-
wind."

Srushti made a name
with her rap 'Chill Kinda
Guy'. The song is based
on God and religious fa-
natics. However, it is the
catchy lyrics and hip-
swaying music that has
caught the eyes of many.

"In 'Chill Kinda Guy', a
call from God is depicted.
Packaged by fanatics
(anti-fans?), God wishes
to clarify the facts so that
"Dikhawe ke liye woh
bhakti bhi na kar paaye
/Mandiron se masjidon
se apne apne ghar jaayein
(they leave the pretense of
devotion/head home
from temples and
mosques)." Then there is
'Main Nahi Toh Kaun?'

Srushti Tawade on her journey from
poetess to a raging ‘desi’ rapper

D
hai Kilo ke haath ke
saath 2 ghante ka
e n t e r t a i n m e n t

bilkul muft..muft..muft!
&pictures brings to you
the world television pre-
miere of Mohalla Assi on
29th October at 9.30pm. If
we recount characters
with full-on swag in the
90’s, we can think of only
one name, Sunny Deol!
His way with dialogues is
what made him a house-
hold name and with
Mohalla Assi, we see this
dumdaar side of Sunny
paaji give some tez-taraar
jawaab to those contesting
his belief system as a new-

age Sanskrit Scholar.
Debuting on the silver
screen, the household face
of TV and OTT platforms,
Sakshi Tanwar dons the
character of Pandit’s
witty and spirited wife. So,
mark your calendars for a
fun-filled night with the
World Television
Premiere of Mohalla Assi
on 29th October at 9.30pm.

Centred around the holy
city of Varanasi, a deter-
mined Sanskrit scholar is
adamant on changing age-
old practices, walking the
righteous path taking the
moral high ground by de-
ciding to take matters into

his own hands as the
world around him
changes and he struggles
to keep up. Based on
Kashinath Singh’s novel
Kashi Ka Assi, the film is
about the changing cul-
tural dynamics and social
fabric at Varanasi’s Assi
Ghat. Will our Pandit ji be
able to cope with this
transition? Will he aban-
don his morals or will he
defy odds to protect his
values?

Find out with the
World Television
Premiere of Mohalla Assi
on &pictures on 29th
October at 9:30 pm.

World TV premiere of
‘Mohalla Assi’ today

It is said that love has per-
fect timing. What happens

when fates are at odds with
love? Watch out for COL-
ORS’ new fiction show 'Pyar
Ke Saat Vachan Dharam
Patnii’. The channel ropes in
popular actors Fahmaan
Khan and Kritika Singh
Yadav in the lead roles of
business tycoon Ravi
Randhawa and school
teacher Pratiksha Parekh
respectively. The upcoming
show chronicles the lives of
two couples who belong to
different strata of society
but are bound by serendipi-
ty. Produced by Ekta
Kapoor’s Balaji Telefilms,
'Pyar Ke Saat Vachan
Dharam Patnii’ revolves
around a happy-go-lucky
girl, who celebrates the little

things in life, but is chal-
lenged by destiny.
On essaying the role of Ravi,
Fahmaan Khan says, “For me
as an actor, nothing beats
the excitement of being part
of a new story. I am excited
to essay the role of Ravi
Randhawa in 'Pyar Ke Saat
Vachan Dharam Patnii’. This
show outlines how challeng-
ing and brutal fate can be
when everything seems to be
on one’s side. The character I
essay has everything that it
takes to be successful, but
he's more than what meets
the eye. It feels wonderful to
be collaborating with one of
the most successful  televi-
sion creators Ekta Kapoor
and COLORS, a channel that
would mark another turning
point in my career.”

Fahmaan and Kritika
enter ‘Pyar Ke Saat

Vachan Dharam Patnii’
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Johor (Malaysia), Oct 28 (PTI):

The Indian junior men's
hockey team played out a
thrilling 5-5 draw against
Great Britain in its last
round-robin league match
of the Sultan of Johor Cup
to remain in contention for
a place in the final.

Poovanna CB (7th
minute), Amandeep (50th),
Araijeet Singh Hundal
(53rd) and Sharda Nand
Tiwari (56th, 58th) were on
target for India while Great
Britain scored through
Max Anderson (1st, 40th),
Harrison Stone (42nd) and
Jami Golden (54th, 56th).

India ended their round-
robin league engagements
on eight points from five
matches and they are cur-
rently at second spot be-
hind Australia who have
already qualified for the
final with 10 points from
four games.

Defending champions
Great Britain are out of
reckoning for the final as
they have collected just

seven points from five
games. South Africa -- also
on six points from four
matches but with far inferi-
or goal difference than
India -- can qualify for the
final if beat Australia later
on Friday. In that case,
India will be out of reckon-
ing.

Great Britain were out of
the blocks faster than
India, with Anderson scor-
ing the first goal of the
game early on. A few min-
utes later, India got on the

score board too, with mid-
fielder Poovanna finding
the back of the net.

The pacy and evenly con-
tested first quarter ended
at 1-1.

The second quarter saw
both the teams continue to
match each other play for
play, with neither allowing
the other a way through.
The match, which is a re-
peat of the final of the 2018
and 2019 editions, went into
the half-time break with
Great Britain and India all

square at 1-1. It was India
who had an early look at
the goal in the third quar-
ter, when they won a penal-
ty corner in the 32nd
minute, but weren't able to
convert. Great Britain
surged ahead five minutes
before the end of the quar-
ter as Anderson scored his
second of the game.

A couple of minutes
later, Harrison Stone added
another for Great Britain
as they took control of the
game, ending the third

quarter 3-1 ahead. India
needed a strong final quar-
ter and began on the front
foot. Five minutes in, India
halved the deficit as
Amandeep got himself on
the scoresheet.

Shortly after, the contest
was back on level terms
with Araijeet Singh
Hundal scored India's third
goal. Great Britain, howev-
er, went through gears in
the next few minutes with
Jami Golden finding the
target in quick succession
in the 54th and 56 minute,
restoring the two-goal ad-
vantage.

Sharda Nand Tiwari's
(56th) penalty corner
brought India right back
into the game. A couple of
minutes later, Tiwari con-
verted another penalty cor-
ner, levelling scores at 5-5.
Neither side could find a
winner and walked away
with a point each.

India's chances of sum-
mit clash berth depend on
the outcome of the
Malaysia versus Japan and
Australia versus South
Africa matches, both of
which will be played later
on Friday.

India play out 5-5 draw against Britain
̈ Sultan of Johor 

Cup hockey

Melbourne, Oct 28 (PTI):

The crucial T20 World
Cup clash between old ri-
vals Australia and
England was on Friday
called off without a ball
being bowled due to inter-
mittent rain, making the
race to semifinals tougher
for the two top teams.

After the Afghanistan-
Ireland game in the after-
noon was washed out at
the MCG, it was a double
whammy for the crowd as
weather played spoilsport
again.

Only two teams each
from the two groups quali-
fy for the semifinals. After
two rained out games on
Friday, England found
themselves in the number
two spot after sharing a
point with Australia. Title
favourites England had
suffered a shock loss to
Ireland in Super 12s.
Australia too have three
points from as many
games after losing their
tournament opener to
New Zealand. They are
fourth in the group with
the worst run rate among
four teams locked on three
points. New Zealand lead
the group and Ireland are

second. Rain has affected
most of the games at the
MCG barring the Indo-
Pak blockbuster played on
Sunday. "That's the wettest
I've ever seen in this stadi-
um. The run-ups were a
real issue and around the
inner circle, it was very
wet. It's more about play-
ers' safety," said Australia
skipper Aaron Finch.

"We saw one of the
Zimbabweans go down
the other day. If you are
trying to run there, it's
going to be a real issue.

Everyone was ready to
play, there was a great
turn-out, disappointing
not to get on. "The amount
of rain that Melbourne
has had has been amaz-
ing." When asked about
Matthew Wade, who was
down with COVID-19, he
added: " "He was going to
play tonight. He had few
symptoms yesterday but
he was good to go."
England skipper Jos
Buttler too expressed dis-
appointment after the sec-
ond no show of the day.

Sydney, Oct 28 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah's ab-
sence no doubt is a huge
loss but that never meant
that the current bowling
unit would deviate from

its individual plans to
over-compensate for the

premier bowler's
absence, senior

India seamer
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar said.

W h i l e
Bumrah was

ruled out of the
T20 World Cup

due to a back stress
f r a c t u r e ,

Bhuvneshwar him-
self had endured a

tough time during
Asia Cup and the sub-

sequent bilateral series
as his performance in
death overs came under
scanner.

However, the Meerut
man has been in excellent
rhythm overall and it was
his first spell of incisive
swing bowling that creat-
ed pressure on Pakistan,
helping young Arshdeep
Singh get wickets of
Mohammed Rizwan and
Babar Azam. So did the
bowling unit do anything
extra to compensate for
Bumrah's absence?

"The kind of bowler
Bumrah is, certainly its a

big loss for the team. It's
not as if we would have to
do something extra that
Bumrah isn't around,"
Bhuvneshwar told re-
porters in mixed zone
after another tight show
against the Netherlands.

"Even if Bumrah would
have been around, and if
needed, we would have
done those extra things.
We are doing exactly what
our strengths are."

When asked if the criti-
cism about his Asia Cup
death bowling had hurt
him having done ad-
mirably well for India for a
decade, Bhuvneshwar did
give an impression that he
wasn't amused.

"Itni saalon mein ek
baar ho gayi cheezein
kharab. So ho gayi. Baat
khatm. (In all these years,
I have had this one off
tournament. It's hap-
pened. It's done and dust-
ed).

"Media and commenta-
tors can say a lot of things
(about death bowling), but
as a team we knew that we
will have our share of ups
and downs.

Bumrah’s absence doesn’t mean we
start doing extra stuff: Bhuvneshwar

Rain washes out England-Australia clash

Australia's Pat Cummins poses for selfies with fans as the ICC
men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between Australia
and England was called off due to rain at Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on October 28.

Afghanistan's match against
Ireland in the T20 World Cup
was abandoned without a
ball being bowled due to
incessant rain at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
here on Friday. Persistent
showers fell across the MCG
for much of the day as
ground staff kept the covers
on and the toss could not be
held as the pitch remained
under wraps. Play was even-
tually called off just after
4.30pm local time, with both
Afghanistan and Ireland
receiving one-point apiece
to stay in contention for a
semi-final berth. The result
pushed Ireland to second
spot behind New Zealand on
net run-rate as both teams
have three points apiece
with Ireland playing one
match extra in Group 1
standings. "We'd played
good cricket and were look-
ing forward to this. Can't do
much about the weather," a
disappointed Ireland captain
Andy Balbirnie said. Ireland
next face Australia at
Brisbane on Monday.

Afghanistan, Ireland
also settle for one

point each

Basel, Oct 28 (AP):

Stan Wawrinka delighted
home fans again at the
Swiss Indoors, digging deep
to beat Brandon
Nakashima 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 in
the second round after fail-
ing to serve out the match
in the second set.

Two days after a straight-
set win over No. 3-ranked
Casper Ruud, the 37-year-
old Wawrinka wasted a
chance for another efficient
victory when he let slip a 5-3

lead and Nakashima took
four straight games to level
the match. Wawrinka hung
with the 21-year-old
American in the decider
then converted the only
break point of the set to
take a 5-4 lead.

The three-time Grand
Slam winner, now ranked
No. 194 after injury-hit sea-
sons, clinched the victory
with a backhand winner.

Wawrinka will face
Roberto Bautista Agut in
the quarterfinals on Friday
after the sixth-seeded
Spaniard eased to a 6-3, 6-2
win over another three-
time Grand Slam champi-
on, Andy Murray. Third-
seeded Felix Augur-
Aliassime cruised to a 6-1, 6-
0 win over Miomir
Kecmanovic as he searches
for his third straight title.
The No. 9-ranked Canadian
won tournaments in
Florence, Italy, and
Antwerp, Belgium over the
last two weeks. Augur-
Aliassime's quarterfinal op-
ponent is Alexander Bublik,
who won 6-3, 6-3 against
Alberto Ramos-Vinolas.

Wawrinka advances
with crowd-pleasing
win at Swiss Indoors

Paris, Oct 28 (PTI):

Indian shuttlers HS
Prannoy and Sameer
Verma suffered contrast-
ing losses to bow out of
the men's singles competi-
tion at the French Open
Super 750 tournament
here.

Prannoy, a Thomas Cup
winner, went down fight-
ing against China's Lu
Guang Zu 19-21 22-20 19-21,
while Sameer lost 18-21 11-
21 to Thailand's Kunlavut
Vitidsarn in the pre-quar-
terfinals stage on
Thursday night.

Kidambi Srikanth also

crashed out of the tourna-
ment after losing to
Rasmus Gemke of
Denmark 21-19 12-21 19-21
in a match that lasted one
hour and 15 minutes.

S e v e n t h - s e e d e d
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty are the
lone surviving Indians in
the tournament.

The duo beat the
Malaysian pair of Man
Wei Chong and Kai Wun
Tee 21-16 21-14 in a round
of 16 match and will face
top-seeded Japanese pair
of Takuro Hohi and Yugo
Kobayashi in the quarter-
finals later in the day.

Washington, Oct 28 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored on his return to the
Manchester United lineup
to seal a 3-0 victory over
Sheriff Tiraspol in the
Europa League that se-
cured a spot in the knock-

out round.
Ronaldo was brought

back into the fold by
United manager Erik Ten
Hag after he was left out of
the squad against Chelsea
in the Premier League for
refusing to come on as a
substitute in a 2-0 win over

Tottenham last week.
The Portugal star start-

ed against Sheriff and net-
ted the last goal nine min-
utes from time on a re-
bound after Sheriff goal-
keeper Maxym Koval
saved his initial header.

Earlier, defender Diogo

Dalot met a corner kick by
Christian Eriksen to head
in the opening goal a
minute before halftime as
United dominated posses-
sion.

Substitute forward
Marcus Rashford headed
home the second in the
second half following a
cross from another substi-
tute, Luke Shaw.

The victory against the
Moldovan club set up a
Nov. 3 decider against Real
Sociedad for first place in
Group E.

Sociedad recorded its
fifth straight victory in the
competition, 2-0 at
Omonoia, to stay three
points ahead of United.

PSV Eindhoven became
the first team to hold
Arsenal scoreless this sea-
son, beating the Gunners
2-0 to keep alive the fight
for first place in Group A.

Joey Veerman and sub-
stitute Luuk de Jong
scored in the second half
for PSV to hand Premier
League leader Arsenal
only its second loss of the
season in all competitions
and first in the Europa
League.

De Jong set up Veerman
to shoot past Aaron
Ramsdale from inside the
area in the 56th minute be-
fore heading in the second
seven minutes later.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

It will be a clash between
India's batting firepower and
South African pace attack
when the two teams meet in
the T20 World Cup on Sunday,
said former Proteas all-round-
er Lance Klusener.
India lead Group 2 with two
wins in as many games while
South Africa are second with
three points from two games
including a no result against
Zimbabwe.
"We might see another pacer
in Perth. I was really
impressed with the way
(Tabraiz) Shamsi bowled the
other night. He is a wicket-
taker. "It is about to change
the balance of the team a bit
with Dwaine (Pretorius) being
injured...the game there for
me will be how well the Indian
batsmen can handle the pace
of South Africa," said Klusener
during a virtual interaction
which also involved Ritesh
Patel, Owner of Morrisville
Samp Army.

Sydney, Oct 28 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja's void
is difficult to fill but the
Indian team management
has asked Axar Patel to be
mentally ready as he
would be asked to bat in
the top six as and when re-
quired.

With India's top six com-
prising of all right han-
ders and Rishabh Pant not
currently in the mix, the
need for a left-hand batter
to upset the rhythm of op-
position is paramount.

Axar was sent at No.5
against Pakistan but the
move didn't pay off as he
was run out for one.

"They (Pakistan) had
left-arm spinner Nawaz
and leg-spinner Shadab so
it was important to send a
left-hander and I was
asked to go," Axar, who
had a good performance
against the Netherlands,
told media persons in the
mixed zone.

"Since our top six are
right handers, I have been
told by management that if
need be I will be promoted
in the middle overs and I
should be ready for that.
That role is already as-
signed and I have per-
formed in practice games,"
said the Gujarat all-round-
er. After a nightmarish sin-
gle over against Pakistan
where he was hit for three
sixes by Iftikhar Ahmed,

Axar came back strongly
against the minnows with
a fine performance of 2/18
in 4 overs.

"The pitch was a bit dry
and the ball was stopping
and coming. The ball was-
n't exactly gripping so I
was told to hit the deck
hard as it was difficult to
hit through the line. So

that was the plan," Axar
said after the match as
both him and R Ashwin
bottled up the Dutch.

Axar said that when he
analyzed the Pakistan
match, he found that it was
one odd game where batter
had upperhand and he
needed to quickly get over
the disappointment.

Prannoy, Sameer
lose in French Open
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Ronaldo scores on return, Man
United beats Sheriff 3-0 in EL

Manchester United's Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo scores the team's third goal during the
UEFA Europa League Group E football match between Manchester United and Sheriff Tiraspol, at Old
Trafford stadium, in Manchester, north-west England.

It will come down 
to how well Indian

batters handle 
South African 

pacers: Klusener

Have been told that I will bat up
the order when need be: Axar

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Congress on Friday
said the Election
Commission does not have
the jurisdiction to regulate
issues such as freebies, and
urged the panel to focus on
ensuring free and fair polls
through proper implemen-
tation of Election Laws.

The poll panel on
October 4 had proposed
amending the model code
to ask political parties to
provide authentic informa-
tion to voters on the finan-
cial viability of their poll
promises, a move that came
amid the freebies versus
welfare measures debate
that had triggered a politi-
cal slugfest.

Such issues are part of
the dialectics of a vibrant
democratic system and de-
pend on wisdom, discern-
ment and analysis of the
electorate which should
never be taken to be less
than acute, the opposition
party said.

"It is really something
which is to be decided, be it
pre-election or post-elec-
tion, be it by way of elec-
toral punishment or elec-
toral acceptance and re-
ward that the electorate de-
cides the wisdom of such
poll promises or campaign
assurances and equally de-
cides their breach and non-
compliance," Congress gen-
eral secretary communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh wrote

to the Election Commission
(EC).

"Neither the Election
Commission, nor the gov-
ernment, nor indeed even
the courts, have jurisdic-
tion to justiciate and regu-
late such issues. It would
therefore be best for the
commission to desist from
doing so," he said.

The EC had also said
that empty poll promises
have far-reaching ramifica-
tions, adding it cannot
overlook the undesirable
impact inadequate disclo-
sures on election promises
have on financial sustain-
ability.

In a letter to all recog-
nised national and state
parties, the commission

had asked them to submit
their views on the propos-
als by October 19.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate told a
press conference that the
matter first came up when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 16 raised the
issue of "revris" (freebies),
after which the EC took up
the issue and wrote to par-
ties seeking their response.

She said the debate on
the issue of "revris" in a
democracy is distorted as it
is the duty of any govern-
ment to take care of the
poor and oppressed classes,
and evolve schemes for
their upliftment.

The Congress in its re-
sponse to the EC proposal

has said that "the issue
does not fall under the poll
body's jurisdiction" and
asked "how can the
Election Commission de-
cide on the definition of
freebies". "It should first
implement the existing poll
laws properly and there are
more burning issues that
need to be taken care," she
said.

Ramesh in the party's re-
sponse to the EC has noted
that the commission has in
the past demonstrated
great wisdom and restraint
in exercise of this power,
choosing to circumscribe
and limit campaign actions
which tilt the field in
favour of one party over
the other.

Former Gujarat CM’s son 
Mahendrasinh Vaghela joins Congress

Ahmedabad, Oct 28 (PTI):

M a h e n d r a s i n h
Vaghela, son of former
Gujarat Chief Minister
Shankersinh Vaghela,
joined the Congress on
Friday, ahead of the
state Assembly election.

The 58-year-old for-
mer MLA was wel-
comed into the fold by
Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Jagdish Thakor at
the party headquarters
here.

The development has
come ahead of the state
Assembly election,
which is expected to be
held by December.

Talking to reporters,
Mahendrasinh said he
was joining the
Congress without any
expectations and will
fight the polls if the
party wants.

Mahendrasinh, who

was a Congress MLA
from Bayad in north
Gujarat between 2012
and 2017, had quit the
party in August 2017, a
few months before the
Assembly elections,
and later joined the
BJP.

"The party leadership
will decide whether I
fight the polls or not. I
have joined the
Congress without any
expectations. I had
quit the BJP immedi-
ately after joining be-
cause I was not com-
fortable and that was
the reason why I had
not attended any of
their events," he said.

Mahendrasinh was
one of the eight
Congress MLAs, in-
cluding his father
Shankersinh, who
had crossvoted in the
Rajya Sabha polls in

favour of the BJP can-
didate in August 2017
and later resigned from
the party.

Despite the crossvot-
ing, Congress candi-
date, late Ahmed Patel,
had won the election by
defeating the BJP's
Balwantsinh Rajput.

N o t a b l y ,
Mahendrasinh had not
contested the 2017 state
Assembly election.

Mahendrasinh joined
the ruling BJP in July
2018 and resigned in
October, barely three
months after joining
the fold.

Without elaborating
much about his sudden
decision to quit the
party, he had stated at
the time in his resigna-
tion letter that he was
resigning due to some
"personal reasons".

SC to hear on Oct 31 plea seeking
appointment of chairperson, 

others in law panel
New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear on
October 31 a PIL seeking a
direction to the Centre to
declare the Law
Commission as a "statuto-
ry body" and appoint the
chairperson and members
to the panel. According to
the cause list of October 31
uploaded on the apex
court website, the petition
is slated to come up for
hearing before a bench
comprising Chief Justice
U U Lalit and Justices S R
Bhat and Bela M Trivedi.

In a reply to the PIL,
filed by the Ministry of
Law and Justice in
December 2021, it was said

that there was no proposal
under consideration to
make the Law
Commission a statutory
body. "It is submitted that
the 22nd Law Commission
was constituted on
February 21, 2020, and the
appointment of chairper-
son and members is under
consideration with con-
cerned authorities.
However, no proposal is
under consideration to
make the Law
Commission a statutory
body," the ministry had
said in its affidavit.

The Ministry had sub-
mitted that the petition
filed by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay is frivo-
lous and not maintainable

as being devoid of merits.
The PIL, which made

the ministries of Home
Affairs and Law and
Justice as well as the Law
Commission of India as
parties, said the cause of
action arose on August 31,
2018 and is still continuing
when the tenure of the
21st Law Commission
ended but the Centre has
neither extended the
tenure of its chairperson
and members nor notified
the 22nd Law Commission.

"Although on February
19, 2020, the Centre ap-
proved the constitution of
Twenty-second Law
Commission but it has not
appointed the chairperson
and members till date,"

Upadhyay said in the peti-
tion filed through advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey.
The plea, which sought a
direction to the Centre to
appoint the chairperson
and members to the 22nd
law panel, has also urged
the top court to do the
needful itself.

"Alternatively, being
custodian of the
Constitution and protector
of fundamental rights, the
Court may be pleased to
use its plenary constitu-
tional power to appoint the
chairperson and members
of the Twenty Second Law
Commission of India and
declare that the Law
Commission of India is a
statutory body," it said.
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School students sing classic Kannada songs as part of ‘Koti Kanta Gaayana’, a programme organised to facilitate
mass singing of six classic Kannada songs including the state anthem, in Chikmagalur, Friday.

MASS SINGING

Buddhist monks perform traditional puja at the foothill of Dhauli Peace Pagoda during its golden jubilee 
celebrations, in Bhubaneswar, Friday.

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Delhi University to announce 2nd
round of seat allocation list for

admission to UG courses on Sunday
New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

Delhi University will
announce the second
round of the seat alloca-
tion list for admission
to undergraduate pro-
grammes on Sunday,
varsity officials said.

The allotted seats for
candidates in the sec-
ond round will be open
for two days till
November 1, the univer-
sity said.

As many as 59,100
candidates secured ad-
mission in Delhi
University's first round

of seat allocations.
Following the conclu-
sion of the first round
of allocation, the uni-
versity displayed va-
cant seats for the sec-
ond round.

The candidates were
given two days window
to opt for an upgrade
and reorder their pref-
erences. Nearly 60 per
cent of them have opted
for an upgrade to their
h i g h e r
'programme+college
combination' prefer-
ence, a varsity official
said Thursday.

More than 25 per cent
of the 59,100 candidates
have frozen their seats,
he added

"Based on the avail-
ability of the seats, the
university will declare
CSAS Round-II on 05:00
P.M. Sunday, October 30,
2022. For the Second
Round of allocations,
the candidates should
accept the allocated
seat from 10:00 A.M.
Monday, October 31,
2022, to 04:59 P.M.
Tuesday, November 01,"
a senior varsity official
said.

Hyderabad, Oct 28 (PTI): 

Congress leaders from
various states on Friday
joined party leader Rahul
Gandhi in his ongoing
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' in
Telangana. Former
Union Minister Bhakta
Charan Das from Odisha
and Jitu Patwari from
Madhya Pradesh were
among the leaders who
took part in the yatra.

It was a 'mini Bharat
Jodo' yatra with leaders
from different states com-
ing to walk with Gandhi,
said Jairam Ramesh,
AICC General Secretary,

in charge of communica-
tions.

"During the morning
session today in the
#BharatJodoYatra in
Telangana, we witnessed
a mini @bharatjodo with
leaders coming from
Tripura, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Odisha,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Goa and Madhya Pradesh
to walk with
@RahulGandhi today,"
Ramesh tweeted.

The Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra re-
sumed from Yeligandla in
Narayanpet district of
Telangana on Friday and

it will halt at
Mahabubnagar for the
night. This is the third
day of the yatra in
Telangana.

The yatra kicked off at
around 6.10 AM with
Jairam Ramesh, AICC
leader KC Venugopal and
Telangana Congress pres-
ident A Revanth Reddy
and party leaders joining
Gandhi.

Gandhi called two
school girl students who
were waiting for him on
the roadside during the
yatra and walked with
them for some distance.

The Gandhi scion-led

yatra completed 26.7 km
on Thursday, before halt-
ing for the day at Sri
Balaji Factory, Makthal
for the night, according to
party sources.

The yatra will cover 19
Assembly and 7
Parliamentary con-
stituencies spanning a
total distance of 375 km,
before entering
Maharashtra on
November 7. The yatra
will take a one-day break
on November 4.

The Wayanad MP will
meet intellectuals, lead-
ers of various communi-
ties, including personali-

ties from the sporting,
business and entertain-
ment sectors.

He will also visit prayer
halls, mosques and tem-
ples across Telangana,
members of the
Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
said. The Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced on
September 7 from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu.

Gandhi completed the
marathon walk in Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka, before begin-
ning the Telangana leg of
the yatra.

Cong leaders from various states join
Rahul Gandhi in Bharat Jodo Yatra

EC doesn’t have jurisdiction to 
regulate issues like freebies: Cong

Haryana Police razes
illegal property of

drugs peddler
Chandigarh, Oct 28 (PTI):
In a crackdown against
people involved in drugs
trade, Haryana Police on
Friday demolished an ille-
gal house of a drug ped-
dler in Sirsa district. A
Haryana Police spokesper-
son said here that a joint
team of police and civil ad-
ministration bulldozed the
illegal construction of
Nirmal Singh, a resident
of village Ganga in Sirsa.
“Nirmal had built a house
on illegally occupying
about 200 yards of
Panchayati land, which
was demolished with the
help of local administra-
tion,” the spokesperson
said in a statement.
Presently, Singh is lodged
in district jail Sirsa,
he said.



MPs attendance 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  To ensure
attendance of its MPs in
parliamentary committee
meetings, the BJP is
doing a "surprise check"
to see whether its MPs
are present in the meet-
ings or not, sources said
on Friday. As the commit-
tees take up contentious
issues, the BJP feels it is
important to ensure prop-
er attendance of the party
MPs to counter opposition
members in these panels,
they said. The
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister's office in tan-
dem with BJP's parlia-
mentary party office are
conducting these surprise
checks on MPs' atten-
dance in the committee
meetings, they said.

Sexual assault 
PPaallaakkkkaadd:: A 48-year-old
man has been sentenced
to 20 years imprisonment
by a Kerala court for sex-
ually assaulting a minor
girl at his residence in
Nattukal area of Palakkad
district of the state.
Pattambi Fast Track
Special Court Judge
Satish Kumar also
imposed a fine of Rs one
lakh on the convict and
directed that the amount,
if recovered, be paid to
the victim who was seven
years old at the time of
the sexual assault in 2020,
special public prosecutor
Nisha Vijayakumar said.

Tiger on prowl 
WWaayyaannaadd:: A tiger on the
prowl, which had been giv-
ing sleepless nights to local
residents in nearby Cheeral
for the past one month,
finally landed in a cage
placed by Forest officials in
the wee hours of Friday.
The stray big cat had
attacked at least 13 domes-
tic animals in one month
after its presence was
reported for the first time
in the forest-fringe area.
The 10-year old male tiger
fell into the trap placed
near the forest checkpost
amidst the protest staged
by anxious local people
alleging laxity in catching
the cattle-killer animal.

Toddler mauled
AAmmrreellii:: A three-year-old
boy was mauled to death
by a wild animal, suspect-
ed to be a lion, at a village
in Gir forest region in
Gujarat's Amreli district,
an official from the forest
department said on Friday.
The child's remains were
found on a field this morn-
ing, not far from where he
was attacked when he
was walking with his fami-
ly members at
Ghanshyamnagar village
of Savarkundla range in
Gir (East) division forest
on Thursday evening, the
official said.

‘CHHATH PUJA’

Devotees apply vermillion to each other during the first day of 'Chhath Puja' festival,
in Patna, Friday.
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Cadets perform during the 
combined display organised as
part of the Passing Out Parade
of Gentlemen and Lady Cadets,

at Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in Chennai, Friday.
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Mumbai, Oct 28 (PTI): 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday said key conspira-
tors and planners of the
26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks continue to remain
protected and unpunished.

Speaking at a special
meeting here on
'Countering the Use of
New and Emerging
Technologies for Terrorist
Purposes', he said, the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) has "re-
grettably" been unable to
act in some cases when it
comes to proscribing some
terrorists because of "po-
litical considerations".

"The key conspirators
and the planners of 26/11
terror attacks continue to
remain protected and un-
punished," he said.

This, Jaishankar said,
undermines the collective
credibility and collective
interest.

Jaishankar, along with
Michael Moussa,
Gabonese Foreign minis-
ter and president of the
UNSC, paid tributes to the
victims who lost their lives
in the 26/11 terror attack
at Taj Mahal Palace hotel
here.Jaishakar said the
"shocking" terror attack
was an attack not just on
Mumbai, but on the inter-
national community.

'Key conspirators and planners of
26/11 attacks continue to remain

protected and unpunished'

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
rapped the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for filing a
plea seeking cancellation of
bail of an accused suffering
from cancer, saying it
should not have wasted
"stationery, legal fees and
the court's time".

The man, an employee of
a private bank, was arrest-
ed in connection with an
embezzlement case of Rs 24
crore. A bench of Justices
M R Shah and M M
Sundresh imposed a cost of
Rs 1 lakh to be borne by the
officer concerned, who
granted the permission to
file the Special Leave
Petition. "The Department
ought not to have filed such
a Special Leave Petition

wasting the stationery, the
legal fees and Court's time.
The Special Leave Petition
stands dismissed with ex-
emplary cost, to be borne
by the concerned officer,
who granted the permis-
sion to file the Special
Leave Petition, quantified
at Rs 1,00,000, to be recov-
ered from the salary of
such an officer.

"The cost to be deposited
by the Department with the
Registry of this Court with-
in a period of four weeks
from today. On such de-
posit, Rs.50,000/- be trans-
ferred to National Legal
Services Authority, New
Delhi and Rs.50,000/- to
Mediation and Conciliation
Project Committee,
Supreme Court," the bench
said.

New York, Oct 28 (PTI): 

"Let the good times roll",
billionaire Elon Musk
tweeted on Friday, hours
after he completed his ac-
quisition of Twitter for a
whopping USD 44 billion
and started off as the social
media giant's new owner by
firing its top executives, in-
cluding CEO Parag
Agrawal.

"The bird is freed," Musk
had tweeted on Friday after
completing the takeover of
Twitter and firing the so-
cial media giant's four top
executives, including
Agrawal, legal executive
Vijaya Gadde, Chief

Financial Officer Ned
Segal and General Counsel
Sean Edgett. "Spoiler Alert.
Let the good times roll,"
Musk, 51, tweeted early
Friday morning after end-
ing Thursday night with
his acquisition of Twitter.

"I will be digging in more
today," Musk said in reply
to a tweet by a user called
Catturd' who tweeted that
he will be tweeting a mes-
sage "every day to see if
anything changes. As of
now, I'm still
Shadowbanned, ghost-
banned, searchbanned, and
Twitter removed 1200 fol-
lowers today - as usual.

Nothing has changed - I'll
report again tomorrow."

Musk, a self-styled "free
speech absolutist", has
been critical of Twitter's
management and its mod-
eration policies.

"At least one of the exec-
utives who was fired was
escorted out of Twitter's of-
fice," a report in the New
York Times reported.

The deal's closing re-
moves a cloud of uncer-
tainty that has hung over
Twitter's business, employ-
ees and shareholders for
much of the year, the CNN
commented.

After initially agreeing
to buy the company in
April, Musk spent months
attempting to get out of the
deal, first citing concerns
about the number of bots
on the platform and later
allegations raised by a com-
pany whistleblower.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The National Commission for
Women on Friday formed a
two-member fact-finding team
to look into allegations of auc-
tioning off of girls for loan
repayment in Rajasthan's
Bhilwara district, it said in a
release.
The women's panel said it had
come across several media
reports about girls being auc-
tioned off to settle disputes
over loan repayments in
Bhilwara.
It has been reported that in
many settlements, girls are
sold into prostitution on stamp
paper. In some cases, their
mothers are raped on the dik-
tat of 'khap' (caste) panchay-
ats for the settlement of dis-
putes, it said. In its statement,

the women's panel called the
reported crimes "extremely
appalling and traumatising"
and said it had constituted a
two member fact-finding team
to look into the matter.
National Commission for
Women Chairperson Rekha
Sharma has also written to the
Rajasthan chief secretary and
demanded urgent action.
Sharma has also asked the
chief secretary to apprise the
commission on the action
taken. The commission has
also written to the Director
General of Police in Rajasthan
to immediately lodge an FIR
under relevant sections and
arrest the accused at the earli-
est. A copy of the letter has
been sent to the
Superintendent of Police in
Bhilwara.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar pays tribute to 26/11 
victims at a memorial in Hotel Taj Mahal Palace, before a special
meeting of the United Nations Security Council’s Counter
Terrorism Committee (CTC) in Mumbai.

Surajkund , Oct 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday mooted the
idea of "One Nation, One
Uniform" for police, saying it
is just a suggestion for con-
sideration and he is not try-
ing to impose it on the states.

Addressing a "Chintan
Shivir" of state home minis-
ters through video-confer-
encing, Modi also warned of
forces that are increasing
their intellectual sphere to
push the youth towards ex-
tremism and pervert the
minds of coming genera-
tions. "Every form of
Naxalism, be it the one with
guns or the one with pens,
have to be uprooted to pre-
vent them from misleading
the youth of the country," he

said. Modi said for the sake
of the unity and integrity of
the nation and with the in-
spiration of Sardar Patel
"we can not allow any such
forces to flourish in our
country". He said such
forces get significant help in-
ternationally.

About his "One Nation,
One Uniform" suggestion,
the prime minister said he
thinks that the identity of
the police forces across the
country could be identical.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

A court here on Friday
sought response from the
CBI on the bail application
of businessman Vijay Nair,
arrested in connection with
the Delhi excise policy scam
case in which Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is
also an accused.

The court issued notice to
the agency and directed it to
file a reply by November 3,
when the court will further
hear the matter.

Nair claimed in his appli-
cation that there was no
purpose of keeping him in
further custody since he
was not required for custo-
dial interrogation any
more. According to the pros-
ecution, Nair, who is associ-

ated with the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), entered into a
criminal conspiracy with
others, and in furtherance
of the conspiracy, the excise
policy of the government of
the national capital territo-
ry of Delhi (GNCTD) of
2021-2022 was framed and
implemented.

The motive was to pro-
vide undue and illegal
favours to liquor manufac-
turers and distributors at
the cost of the government
exchequer and the policy re-
sulted in a huge revenue
loss to the government, the
prosecution said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had reg-
istered an FIR against the
accused along with some
public servants and excise

department officers, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, and other named
and unnamed accused per-
sons under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC and the
Prevention of Corruption
Act on allegations of vari-
ous irregularities in the
framing and implementa-
tion of the excise policy.

According to the FIR, the
accused public servants
were instrumental in rec-
ommending and taking de-
cisions about the excise pol-
icy, without getting ap-
proval from the competent
authority.

The intent of the accused
was to extend undue
favours to the liquor li-
censees for illegal pecu-
niary benefits, the FIR said.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The BJP on Friday urged
the Election Commission to
order a CBI probe into the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi's allegation that its
members tried to poach
some MLAs of the regional
party, claiming that the en-
tire event has been staged
to influence the Munugode
bypoll.

A BJP delegation, which
met the commission, also
accused Odisha's ruling
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) of

being behind a "sinister" at-
tempt to malign the "per-
sonal image" of Home
Minister Amit Shah
through a "fake and doc-
tored" audio clip with a
view to influence the
Dhamnagar bypoll. It
sought "deterrent" action
against the accused and
urged the Election
Commission (EC) to get an
FIR lodged against BJD
members allegedly behind
it. Both assembly bypolls are
due on November 3.

"A fake and doctored
audio clip has been released
through social media by
BJD functionaries of an al-
leged meeting between
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah and one independent
candidate of Dhamnagar
constituency. The fact is no
such meeting took place,"
the delegation said. It in-
cluded Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar, BJP
general secretary Arun
Singh and party chief
spokesperson Anil Baluni
besides another leader Om
Pathak. Chandrasekhar said
serious efforts at "intimida-
tion" and disrupting the by-
polls in Telangana and
Odisha are underway. Both
state governments have
been "unsettled" by growing
popularity of the BJP and
are resorting to illegal meth-
ods to influence outcomes of
the polls, he alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested director of
Ludhiana-based SEL Textiles
Neeraj Saluja in connection with
a Rs 1530.99 crore fraud case in
the Central Bank of India, offi-
cials said on Friday.
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had booked
the yarn and fabrics manufac-
turing company, which has units
at Malout and Nawanshahr in
Punjab, Nemrana in Rajasthan
and Hansi in Haryana, on August
6, 2020, along with its directors
on a complaint from the bank.
Saluja will be produced before a
special court in Mohali on
Saturday, the officials said.
"It was alleged that huge
amounts of bank loans were

diverted by the the accused to
its related parties and subse-
quently, adjustment entries were
made. It was also alleged that
the accused had shown procure-
ment of machineries from non-
reputed suppliers and thereby
over-invoiced the bills," a CBI
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. The spokesperson said
huge amount of primary security
against the credit limit such as
stock and finished goods were
allegedly disposed off by the
accused to misappropriate bank
money as sale proceeds of
goods were not deposited with
the bank. During investigation,
the CBI had examined several
persons and the director (Saluja)
was found to be evasive in his
replies, he said.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

A court here has slapped
the prosecution with Rs
5,000 costs while hearing a
case related to the 2020
northeast Delhi riots for
not submitting photo-
graphs with the requisite
certificate under Section
65B of the Indian
Evidence Act.

Section 65(B) of the
Indian Evidence Act says
that electronic records
need to be certified by a
person occupying a re-
sponsible official position
for being admissible as ev-
idence in any court pro-
ceedings.

Without the requisite
certificate, electronic

records such as photo-
graphs are inadmissible as
evidence.

The court was cross-ex-
amining the complainant
and prosecution witness
Sanjay Kumar Goyal in a
rioting case registered
against accused Noor
Mohammad.

"His (complainant's) fur-
ther examination is de-
ferred because, despite di-
rections given way back,
the prosecution did not ob-
tain a certificate under
Section 65B of the Indian
Evidence Act in respect of
photographs handed over
by the complainant,"
Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala said
in a recent order.

SC raps ED for seeking 
cancellation of bail of accused

suffering from cancer

‘Let the good times roll’
̈ Billionaire Elon

Musk tweets on
first morning as
new Twitter boss

NCW forms fact-finding
team to probe into ‘auction’

of girls in Bhilwara

PM moots idea of ‘One Nation, One Uniform’ for police
̈ Modi warns of

forces perverting
young minds

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses 'Chintan Shivir' of Home Ministers of states in Surajkund,
via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Friday.

SSuurraajjkkuunndd:: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said a
piece of single fake news has the capability to snowball into a
matter of national concern and emphasised the need to come
up with technological advancement to check them.
Addressing the 'Chintan Shivir' here, a gathering of home min-
isters of states to deliberate on issues of internal security,
Modi stressed on the need to educate people about analysing
and verifying any piece of information before forwarding it to
others. "One should think 10 times before forwarding any
information and verify it before believing it. Every platform
has tools to verify any information. 

Fake news capable of snowballing into matter
of national concern: PM

Delhi excise policy case

Court seeks CBI’s reply on 
businessman Vijay Nair’s bail plea

Delhi riots: Court imposes
Rs 5,000 costs on 

prosecution for ‘inaction’

BJP seeks CBI probe into
T’gana poaching claims
̈ Slams BJD for

attempt to malign
Amit Shah’s image

CBI arrests company’s
director in over Rs 1500-cr

bank fraud case Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2288:: Police have ar-
rested a man on charges of
killing his cousin. The deceased
was involved in the trade of
wood. The incident was the out-
come of a money dispute. Police
succeeded to arrest the accused
of this blind murder case within
few hours of the crime. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed that
the body of a man was found at
a quarry in the outskirts of vil-
lage Dhaurabhata (Parsahi) on
Friday morning. On information,
a team from Utai Police Station
reached the spot and investiga-
tions were launched. 

Police found injury marks on
the head and other parts of the
body. Soon the body was identi-
fied as Ishwar Sahu (36) son of
Panchram Sahu a resident of
Itwari Bazar Chowk, Anda.

Ishwar Sahu's in-laws' place is in
village Parsahi while his mater-
nal uncle's place was in
Dhaurabhata. Accordingly, police
interrogated the locals and came
to know that Ishwar had visited
Parsahi on Thursday to collect a
payment of Rs 30000 from a
wood trader. When the cops
questioned the trader, he con-
firmed that Ishwar had come to
his place and had departed after
receiving the payment. Police

further collected information
about the people with whom the
deceased was seen on Thursday.
On suspicion, Ishwar's cousin
Yogesh Kumar Sahu (23) was
taken into custody. Yogesh is a
resident of village Kodar Sakri
(PS Arjunda, Balod) and has
been staying in Bhopal to work
as Tiles Mason. During sustained
interrogation, he confessed to
have murdered Ishwar. 

Yogesh disclosed that he had
borrowed Rs 15000 from Ishwar
and he was pressuring him to re-
turn the money. On Thursday
evening, they consumed liquor in
the outskirts of village Parsahi.
Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, Yogesh bludgeoned Ishwar
to death and escaped from the
spot. He threw Yogesh's mobile
phone on the roadside, which
was later recovered by police.
Investigations are on.

Clash between two groups; car set on fire
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: Tension
prevailed in village
Ghughuwa of
Amleshwar Police
Station area following a
violent clash between two
groups. Car of the
sapanch's brother was set
on fire by some women of
the rival group. The clash
was the outcome of some
old rivalry.
Police team including
women personnel
reached the spot to diffuse
the tension. According to
information, the incident
occurred around 23:00 hrs
on Thursday. Police re-
ceived information about
a clash between two
groups after which ERV
of Dial 112 reached the
spot.

Sub Inspector Vijay

Mishra, Head Constable
Satish Kashyap,
Constables Deependra
Dewangan and Hasan Ali
reached the spot and
found that 20-25 people in-
cluding women had gath-
ered in front of the resi-
dence of the Sarpanch
Bhanu Sonkar. They were
hurling abuses at the
Sarpanch and his family.

On the other hand, the
Sarpanch and his family
members were at the roof
of their residence and
they were also using abu-
sive words for the people
of the rival group. Cops
tried to intervene but
were unable to control the
situation as the women
had come forward.

Meanwhile, some
women poured kerosene
on the car parked outside
Sarpanch's residence and

set it on fire. When
the cops tried to stop
them, they started ac-
cusing the cops also.
Considering the un-
controlled situation,
top cops were in-
formed after which
SDOP (Patan)
Dewansh Singh
Rathore accompanied
by SHOs of Patan and
Bhatti Police Station
reached there with a
police team.

A woman Inspector
and women person-
nel also reached the
spot to control the
women rioters. The
situation was brought
under control and
some of the people in-
volved in the incident
have been taken into
c u s t o d y .
Investigations are on.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 28: SAIL
Chairman Soma Mondal
visited Bhilai Steel Plant
on Friday. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
I/c(BSP) received Mondal
at the airport on her arrival
while all Executive
Directors at BSP welcomed
Mondal at Bhilai Niwas.
AK Singh, Director
(Technical), who was al-
ready at Bhilai since
October 27, accompanied
Mondal on her visit to
Bhilai Steel Plant.

At the outset, Mondal
visited Safety Excellence
Centre. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP), AK

Singh, Director
(Technical), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), MM Gadre, ED (P
& A), Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), Dr AK
Panda, ED (Finance), were
present during Mondal's

Plant visit. Mondal inaugu-
rated and dedicated to the
Nation the revamped Blast
Furnace 7 after its Capital
repair. BF 7 was blown-in
after capital repair on
October 26, 2022. Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron)
was present on the occa-

sion. This was followed by
visits to Plate Mill,
Sintering Plant III and Ore
Handling Plant B.

As part of the ongoing
digital transformation ini-
tiatives in Bhilai Steel
Plant, QR code-based
Drawing Retrieval System

was inaugurated in Sinter
Plant-III by Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL during
her visit. All the drawings
and manuals of any electri-
cal panel can be directly
downloaded in mobile
phones at site by scanning
the QR code pasted on that

panel with the help of this
system. Chairman SAIL
and all the senior officers
complimented the team for
this tremendous achieve-
ment and team work. They
said that this system will be
very useful and should be
implemented in other de-

partments / Plants of SAIL
also. The Chairman also
visited Devbaloda temple
monument, PCB Centre
and JLN Hospital and
Research Centre. Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c (M
& HS), Dr Pramod
Binayake, CMO (M & HS)

accompanied Chairman,
SAIL on her visit to the hos-
pital. In the afternoon she
chaired a Plant
Performance review on
Bhilai Steel Plant at Ispat
bhavan where Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP), AK Singh, Director
(Technical), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), MM Gadre, ED (P
& A), Tapan Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), Dr AK
Panda, ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c (M
& HS) & Senior officers of
Plant were also present.
She also met members of
Officers Association,
Union representatives and
members of SC/ST associa-
tion at Ispat Bhavan. SAIL
Chairman left for Rajhara
Mines in the evening.
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Bhilai, Oct 28: On Friday,
the four-day festival of
Chhath Puja began with
the ritual of Nahay Khay.
The women devotees ob-
served fast for the entire
day and consumed just
one salty meal. Right from
the early morning hours,
they were engaged in
cleaning their houses and
thereafter they had a holy
bath to begin the fast.

On the day, the devotees
did their last minute shop-
ping for the festival.
Chhath Puja is celebrated
in Steel City with great fer-
vour and enthusiasm. The
people of Jharkhand,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
who have settled in Bhilai
celebrate this festival with
great devotion.

People of other regions
and religions have also
started celebrating
Chhath Puja in which

Surya Devta (Sun God)
and Chhatthi Maiyya are
worshipped. The ritual of
Kharna will be conducted
on October 29. The formal
beginning of Chhath Puja
takes place with 'Kharna',
a ritual in which Kheer is
cooked and distributed
among relatives and
neighbours.

On October 30, Sandhya
Arghya will be offered and
on October 31, Suryodaya
Arghya will be offered.

After offering arghya to the
rising sun, the devotees
would break the 36-hour
long fast marking the cul-
mination of Chhath Puja.

The markets are flooded
with Chhath Puja shop-
pers. Women were seen
buying cosmetic items, new
clothes and bangles for the
festival. They also pur-
chased the items required
for the puja. Many women
were also seen getting
mehndi applied.
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Bhilai, Oct 28: District
Administration has re-
ceived an amount of Rs
2.56 crore for distribution
among the investors of
Shushk India. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena has given instruc-
tions to the officials to dis-
tribute the amount to the
investors as soon as the
amount becomes avail-
able.

On Friday, he convened
a special meeting in this
regard and thoroughly re-
viewed the progress in
other issues related to chit
funds along with distribu-
tion of funds to the in-
vestors of Shushk India.
This amount will be dis-
tributed to 3274 investors
of Shushk India.

The Collector gave spe-
cial instructions to the
District Treasury Officer
for distribution with

transparency according to
the ratio of investment.
The investors have been
asked to submit necessary
details for distribution of
funds. The investors can
contact Durg Tehsil office
and submit their details.

Documents like bank
passbook, aadhar card,
mobile number will have
to be shared by the in-
vestor. They can also log
on to the district website
and submit their details.
Collector also inquired
about the progress of re-
covery from chit fund com-
panies and gave necessary

instructions.
Additional Collector

Arvind Ekka detailed
about the action taken so
far in this direction.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Anant Sahu informed
about the action taken by
the police department so
far. The Collector said that
providing relief to the in-
vestors of chit fund com-
panies is one of the top
priorities of the adminis-
tration. He asked the offi-
cials to take fast action
and monitor the proceed-
ings continuously.

He also took detailed in-
formation from the offi-
cials regarding the pend-
ing applications. He asked
the officials to contact the
applicants directly and
dispose of the pending
cases at the earliest. He
said that clear instruc-
tions have been received
from the government in
this regard. Accordingly,
action should be taken on
such cases within the stip-
ulated time frame.

Continuous monitoring
should be done so that re-
lief can be provided to all
the investors at the earli-
est. All the SDM and rev-
enue officers were present
in the meeting. The
Collector asked the offi-
cials that their details
should be sought from all
the investors at the earli-
est so that the distribution
process could be complet-
ed to provide relief to the
investors.

St Thomas College 
students participate in

poster competition
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Bhilai, Oct 28: Fifteen stu-
dents of PG Department of
Chemistry St Thomas
College, participated in
Poster Competition organ-
ized on October 22 by Pt
Ravishankar Shukla
University, Raipur to cele-
brate the Golden Jubilee
Year as part of the celebra-
tion of Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav. The theme for
PG students was "Science
and Technology for sus-
tainable Development".
Sakshi Yadav of M Sc 4th
Semester bagged the first
position and received the
amount of Rs 3000. On this
occasion more than 100 stu-
dents of various institution
participated actively. Rev
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese,
Administrator, St Thomas

College and Principal of
the college Dr MG Roymon
congratulated the students
for their participation and
achievement.

Head of the Department
Dr James Mathew appreci-
ated the efforts taken by the
faculties Dr Chanda
Verma, Dr Arvind Kumar
Sahu and Mohini Sharma
to prepare the students for
the Competition.

District's development to be displayed
through live models at Rajyotsava
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Bhilai, Oct 28: On the oc-
casion of day-long
Rajyotsava, the residents
of the district will get
glimpses of development
through live models at
Ganjmandi campus in
Durg. On Friday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a meeting
of officers to review the
preparations. In the meet-
ing, he asked the officials
about the preparations for
the departmental exhibi-
tion. The Collector said
that models should be dis-

played in the departmen-
tal stalls to show the
ground impact of the
schemes of the govern-
ment. For example, in the
Narva scheme, he empha-
sized on making a model
of how the structures
made for the restoration of
drains increase the
ground water level.

The Collector said that
the state is moving ahead
on the path of rapid eco-
nomic development
through schemes like
Narva, Garuva, Ghurva,
Bari. The women of Self
Help Groups are engaged
in various livelihood activ-
ities in Gauthans. Such
achievements should be
displayed through models.
Giving his suggestions
about the health sector, he
said the model of the
health department must
display how the health in-

frastructure has been
strengthened by the poli-
cies of the government
and how the health servic-
es infrastructure in Durg
district has been strength-
ened.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka gave detailed
information about the
preparations made for the
Rajyotsava. He said that
all the departments will
complete the preparations
by the evening of October

31. The collector also dis-
cussed about the cultural
programs to be organised
during Rajyotsava. He said
that the cultural groups
which stage attractive pro-
grams should be selected
and the subjects should be
chosen according to the in-
terest of the people.

There should be a nice
cultural program accord-
ing to the dignity of the
Rajyotsava. The occasion
of Rajyotsava is also to

showcase the cultural tal-
ent of the budding talents
of the district. The
District Education Officer
said that the children of
BSP School Sector 7,
SAGES Kumhari and
Balajinagar, Khalsa Public
School, KPS Nehru Nagar,
Adarsh Kanya Durg, DPS
Risali will participate in
the programme. Apart
from this, the girl students
of the Kanya Parisar will
also take part in the pro-
gram.

It needs to be mentioned
here that this year 25 de-
partments will set up their
stalls. Apart from this,
there will be 9 food stalls
also. Chhattisgarhi cui-
sine will be available at
these stalls. In relation to
the program, the collector
reviewed in detail the
works assigned to all the
officers.
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Kalicharan appears before Raipur Court

Raipur, Oct 28:
Kalicharan, who made
controversial remarks
against Father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi last
year, appeared before the
court today. Sedition case
was registered against

Kalicharan in Raipur for
his derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi.
Even during the court ap-
pearance on Friday,
Kalicharan’s attitude did
not change.

Raipur court extended

the date of hearing. Now
the lawyers of Kalicharan
have got the date of
November 11. Kalicharan
was produced in the court
of CJM Bhupendra
Wasnikar. Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey
had lodged an FIR against
Kalicharan at Tikrapara
police station in the city
for making controversial
remarks against Mahatma
Gandhi. Kalicharan was
imprisoned in Raipur
Central Jail for 3 months
after his remarks on
Mahatma Gandhi.

The case pertains to
Dharma Sansad-2021 or-
ganized in the capital
Raipur. Sadhus and saints
from many states had ar-
rived in this event. Sant
Kalicharan, who came
from Maharashtra, had
made derogatory remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi
from the stage.

Run special awareness campaign to provide
benefits of Social Security: Pankaj
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Raipur, Oct 28:
Additional CPF
Commissioner (MP&CG)
Mr Pankaj has conducted
a detailed discussion with
the employees/employers
representatives of various
companies/institutions of
Chhattisgarh region to ex-
tend the PF and other so-
cial security benefits
framed under the EPF and
MP Act, 1952 for the work-
ers/employees of the
State on Friday. He also
discussed the upcoming
challenges as well as issue
of providing Social
Security benefit to the
workers engaged in vari-

ous construction work of
building and other infra-
structure sector.

Addressing the scribes
here, Additional CPF
Commissioner, Mr. Pankaj
and in-charge of
Chhattisgarh Regional
Office, Raipur, Mr.
Abhishek Kumar,
Regional Commissioner-I
said that at present, in the
state of Chhattisgarh, so-
cial security benefits are
being provided to more

than 10 lakhs
workers/members of the
various establishments
covered under the provi-
sion of EPF and MP Act,
1952. It was also informed
that a Help-Desk has also
been set up in the
Regional Office Raipur, to
assist the employees in
this regard.

Keeping in view the
construction work going
on in the state of
Chhattisgarh, the contract
laborers working in con-
struction work/related to
government offices or in
contract with any contrac-
tor or anywhere else,
where social security ben-
efits have not been provid-
ed by the organization,
Additional Central
Provident Fund
Commissioner informed

and motivated all the con-
cerns to run a special
awareness campaign to
provide the benefits of
Social Security to these
deprived workers.
Discussing on ‘Prayas’
Scheme, he directed to
Regional Office Raipur to
put all efforts to increase
the number of beneficiar-
ies and also motivated to
the Employers for taking
initiatives for this Prayas
Scheme successful. On
the issue of new employ-
ment generation through
‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat
RozgarYojana’ (ABRY), he
said that the new workers
already registered under
this scheme are getting
the provident fund bene-
fits and the contribution
of the employees are
being deposited by the

Central Govt. itself.
Highlighting the special
achievements of the
Chhattisgarh Regional
Office, he said that the
death claims in the office
are being settled within
07days and other types of
P.F. Claims are being set-
tled within 20working
days. During the discus-
sion, he also appealed  to
spread awareness among
all the members having
UAN to get the provident
fund and other allied ben-
efits easily, they are sup-
posed to Activate their
UAN and update their
KYC. Mr Pankaj said that
this would make it very
convenient for Online
transfer of PF accounts
and Online settlement of
other types of provident
fund claims.

Padma Shri Dr SN Subba
Rao remembered

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 28:
Chhattisgarh Sahitya
Sanskriti Sansthan, Raipur
organised a programme on
first death anniversary of
Padma Shri Dr SN Subba
Rao. Paying tribute to Dr
Subba Rao the MLA

Satnarayan Sharma said
that Dr SN Subba Rao was
influenced by the thoughts
of Gandhi ji. After the cre-
ation of Chhattisgarh, Dr
Subba Rao, a true patriot
came twice, Sharma said.

Dr Gautam
Bandopadhyay, the head of
the Narmada movement

said that Dr Dr Subba pro-
moted Gandhism at the in-
ternational level. Sushil
Trivedi Former IAS said
that Dr Subba Rao worked
to promote peace at a time
when  entire North Madhya
Pradesh was reeling under
violence.

He told that Dr Subba
Rao contributed in estab-
lishing peace in Madhya
Pradesh by working along
with Jai Prakash Narayan
for surrender of bandits.
Dr Trivedi also highlited
Dr Subba Rao’s contribu-
tion in cleanliness drive.
Mahant Laxminarayan Das
College Principal Dr
Debashish Mukherjee,
while paying tribute to Dr
SN Subba Rao described
him as a great personality
and highlighted his contri-
bution.

One of the piloting vehicle
of convoy hits divider, 1

jawan injured
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Dhamtari, Oct 28: One
of the piloting vehicles of
the BJP State President
Arun Sao convoy got
damaged after hitting a
divider on the road. In
this incident, one jawan
got injured and the vehi-
cle got badly damaged.
The accident took place
when the convoy of the
BJP’s State President
was returning from
Dhamtari to Raipur.

As per information in
this regard, BJP State

President Arun Sao was
returning to Raipur after
paying tributes to Dy.
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi of Congress.

When the convoy of
the vehicles of Arun Sao
reached Gram Charra
near Kurud, one of the
speeding vehicles from
the convoy got damaged
after hitting a divider.
Sources informed that a
bike rider came in front
of the piloting vehicle
and due to which the
speedily driven Scorpio
vehicle went out of con-
trol and hit the divider
nearby.

In this one of the
jawan’s in the vehicle got
injured and he was taken
to nearby local hospital
for treatment.

Collector visits several 
villages of Abhanpur tehsil 

Raipur, Oct 28: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today visited sever-
al villages of Abhanpur
tehsil and observed the
process of harvesting ex-
periment being done by
the employees of Revenue
Department.

Crop harvesting experi-
ment was completed
through CCE AGRI APP
under PMFBY scheme in
Nimora and Bhelwadih
villages in presence of the
collector. On the basis of
harvesting experiment,
crop harvesting is used for
estimation of average
yield of paddy crop, deter-
mination of ‘Anavaari’
and crop insurance

amount.
The Collector asked all

the concerned officers and
employees to carefully fol-
low the rules and guide-
lines of the government in
the harvesting experi-
ment. After discussing
with the farmers, he also

inquired about their regis-
tration etc. in the context
of paddy procurement. On
this occasion, Abhanpur
SDM Nirbhay Sahu,
Tehsildar, Revenue
Inspector, Patwari, vil-
lagers and concerned
farmers were present.

IIT Bhilai organises an orientation program 

Raipur, Oct 28: A four-
day orientation program
commenced yesterday for
the incoming BTech
batch of 2022 at the
Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai. A
total of 207 students with
their parents reported to
the campus. Institute
buses were made avail-
able for students and par-
ents at various places in
the city to reach IIT
Bhilai.

Prof. Rajiv Prakash,
Director of IIT Bhilai, ad-
dressed the students and
their parents on this occa-
sion. He urged students to
study for their country
and to implement their
knowledge for the better-

ment of society and for
the people of the country.
He encouraged them to
become job creators
rather than job seekers,
with a focus on research,
start-ups and the indus-
try. He added,
“Sustainable energy, pre-
cision agriculture, addi-
tive manufacturing, E-ve-
hicle, cyber physical sys-
tem, IoT and healthcare
engineering are future

areas where IIT Bhilai is
working and students
should do research in
these areas.”

Different faculty mem-
bers in charge of the of-
fices of Dean of
Academic Affairs, Dean
of Student Affairs, Dean
of Research &
Development and the
Student Mentorship
Program also spoke to the
gathering about their re-

spective units. Several in-
teractions were organised
during the day with par-
ents and students separate-
ly, where their queries re-
lated to academic and hos-
tel life were answered by
institute functionaries.
Some highlights of the per-
manent campus were also
presented to apprise the
students and parents of
the swift progress of con-
struction.

Over the next three days,
as part of the orientation
program, the new students
will be guided through the
various formalities related
to academic registration.
Several sessions of team
building activities, physi-
cal exercises, and presenta-
tions about various as-
pects of student life at IIT
Bhilai will be conducted.
Laboratory and library
visits will also be organ-
ised for the students by
their respective student
mentors. On the last day of
the orientation program,
an interaction session
with members of the
Council of Student Affairs,
a student body, will take
place where students will
have the opportunity to get
to know the institute
through the experiences
of their peers.

PCC meets to discuss strategies, issues 
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Raipur, Oct 28: The
Political Affairs
Committee of PCC held a
meeting on Friday to dis-
cuss strategies and issues
in view of Assembly polls
in the state later next
year.

All India Congress

Committee (AICC) in-
charge PL Punia chaired
the meeting that was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, state
minister and leaders, a
party functionary said.

“It was a meeting of the
political affairs commit-
tee during which several
important issues were
discussed, including the
strategies for the 2023
Assembly polls, issues to
focus on, coordination

etc,” Punia told reporters.
CM Baghel said a reso-

lution expressing grati-
tude to Sonia Gandhi for
her service towards the
party, as she served as
party president for a long
time, was passed in the
meeting, while a resolu-
tion stating the party was
ready to face challenges
under newly elected
AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge was
also passed.

Arrangements be made for proper treatment
of non-communicable diseases: Singh Deo
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Raipur, Oct 28: Health
Minister TS Singh Deo
said that proper arrange-
ments should be made for
prevention and treatment
of non-communicable dis-
eases.

Addressing a review
meeting regarding
arrangements for treat-
ment of non-communica-
ble diseases under
Universal Health Care at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) here today he
said that quick arrange-
ments should be made for
the patients of non-com-
municable diseases like
cancer (oral, breast, cervi-
cal etc.), diabetes, blood
pressure, heart disease,
kidney disease in
Chhattisgarh. Delayed
treatment makes such dis-
eases complicated, caus-

ing trouble to the patients
and their relatives, he
added.

The action plan of
Universal Health
Coverage by PHFI was pre-
sented in detail through
presentation in the meet-
ing. Government of
Chhattisgarh is commit-
ted to provide quality
health services to the gen-
eral public in the state
through universal health,

informed PHFI represen-
tatives. The objective of
Universal Health Care in
Chhattisgarh is to provide
equal health facilities to
all. Availability of treat-
ment diagnostics medi-
cines is to be ensured in
quality health services so
that the common man
does not have to face finan-
cial difficulties. The Public
Health Plan report was
presented by the Public

Health Foundation of
India in the meeting.

The Public Health Plan
report was presented by
the Public Health
Foundation of India in the
meeting. It was informed
that efforts are being made
to increase community
participation and develop
feedback system for the ex-
pansion of health servic-
es. With this, the general
public can get information

about the schemes run by
health services.

A credible health infor-
mation technology system
is being put in place to
strengthen the overall
health administration and
management with estab-
lishment of State Health
by engaging and regulat-
ing the private health care
sector. Secretary, Health
Department, Prasanna R
gave detailed information
regarding various health
schemes and health facili-
ties of the state govern-
ment. Health Director
Bhim Singh, Mission
Director, National Health
Mission Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan, Dr Kamlesh
Jain, Dr Yogesh Jain at-
tended the meeting. Dr
Neel Gupta from NCDI
Poverty Commission
Howard virtually attended
the meeting.

‘CHHATH PUJA’

Devotees are purchasing materials for ‘Chhath Puja’ from the local market starting from Saturday.

As preparation for

2023 Assembly polls

For new B.Tech 
students
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that of BJP State
P resident Arun
Sao

To construction
workers

Chh’garhia Olympics till November 10

Raipur, Oct 28:
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
has now reached its third
phase Games are now or-
ganized at the develop-
ment block and urban
cluster levels. Children as
well as the elderly are par-
ticipating in these games
with great enthusiasm.
The upcoming phase will
continue until the 10th of
November.

This initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
accompanied the develop-
ment of a better environ-
ment for sports in the
state. People from rural
and urban areas show-
cased their sports talents
in the first and second
phases of the
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

Through such events,
People are given the
chance to connect with
traditional sports.

Following the successful
organization of Level-01
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
and Level-02 Zone level in
the Chhattisgarhia
Olympics, level-03 develop-
ment block and urban
cluster level competitions
will be held, followed by
district, divisional, and
state-level events. The win-
ner individual or team of

the zone level competition
will conduct a level three
competition in a remote
region. The leading player
or team from each game
will compete at the district
level, divided by age and
category. At the same time,
competitions at the urban
cluster level will take place
at the municipal corpora-
tion headquarters, which
will be compared to the
level of development
block, in the districts hav-
ing municipal corpora-

tions.
If the area is included

in the virtual municipal
corporation area, all of the
district’s Nagar panchay-
ats and the zone-level com-
petition winners for the
municipality area will
compete at the corpora-
tion level in the virtual
municipal corporation
created in a suitable urban
body. The winning player
or team from each game
will compete at the district
level in their age group
and category.

It is remarkable that the
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will feature 14 sports. This
includes team sports like
Gilli danda, Pitthul,
Sankhali, Langdi race,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, Tug of
war, and Bati (kancha),
while individual games in-
clude Billas, Fugdi, Gedi
race, Bhavara, 100meter
run, and long jump.

CM inaugurates and laid stone
for 127 different devp works

Kanker, Oct 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inaugurat-
ed 127 different develop-
ment works worth over
Rs 50.55 crore for the de-
velopment of the area
and performed Bhoomi
pujan in a program
staged at the mini stadi-
um in Charama, Kanker
District. In addition, he
addressed the general

meeting and issued
checks for items, and
gave money to beneficiar-
ies under beneficiary-ori-
ented programs.

On this occasion
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr. Charandas Mahant,
Excise Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, minister in
charge and Minister of
Women and Child
Development Anila
Bhendia, Culture
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Kanker Shishupal Sori,
former Rajya Sabha MP
P.L. Punia was present.

Journalist was attacked with a knife
and robbed of purse and mobile
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Jagdalpur, Oct 28: After
attacking journalist
Ritesh Pandey with a
knife by anti-social ele-
ments late on Wednesday
night, they robbed his mo-
bile and purse and fled
from the spot. On getting
information about the in-
cident, the officers and
members of the union
reached the hospital on
Thursday and went to the
hospital. Demanding the
arrest of the accused, the
journalists staged a silent
protest in the hospital
premises itself. In view of
the seriousness of the at-
tack on the journalist,
after the SP reached
Hospital in Bastar dis-
trict, he himself has given
necessary instructions
after taking complete in-
formation from the in-
jured journalist Ritesh
Pandey.

Injured journalist

Ritesh Pandey, who was
admitted to the hospital
informed that on
Wednesday night, while
going home after finish-
ing the office work, sud-
denly 4 to 5 youths
stopped him near
Vrindavan Colony and
snatched the mobile
phone. After that they
started abusing him. On
refusal, a youth came
from behind and fled after
attacking his hands, waist
and head with a knife. As
soon as the information

about this attack was re-
ceived, a team of journal-
ists union officials
reached the hospital and

inquired about their well
being.

At the same time, for-
mer MLAs Santosh Bafna,

Srinivas Maddi, Avinash
Srivastava, Bastar District
Congress Committee
President Rajiv Sharma,
Addl SP Crime Hemsagar
Sidar and top police offi-
cers reached Maharani
Hospital to know the con-
dition of Ritesh Pandey.

Addl SP Nivedita Paul
said that a crime has been
registered at Bodhghat po-
lice station regarding the
attack on the journalist.
The suspects are being
identified, as well as the
accused are said to be ap-
prehended soon.

HNLU introduces V-C’s Means
cum Merit Scholarship

Scheme VC(MS)2
Raipur, Oct 28: The
Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur
has launched the Vice
Chancellor’s Means cum
Merit Scholarship
Scheme. The Scheme aims
to provide financial assis-
tance to economically dis-
advantaged but meritori-
ous students of UG & PG
courses of the University.
The scheme will provide
scholarship to the tune of
50 % of the annual fees to
a total of 24 students of II
to V Year of B.A., LL.B.
(Hons) and 6 students of
LL.M. every year for the
second semester.

Speaking about the
scheme, Prof. (Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor, HNLU said

“this scheme will ensure
that students who are ad-
mitted through a competi-
tive entrance exam do not
discontinue for want of fi-
nancial help. The
University is earmarking
about 30 lakhs per annum
under this scheme and
will scale further based on
the availability of finance.
The University also plans
to create a corpus under
the VC(MS)2 scheme from
donors to the University”.

The scheme will be
rolled out from January
2023 and the previous two
semesters will be bench-
marked for the selection.
The eligibility details of
the scheme will be circu-
lated amongst the students
shortly.

Jagdalpur, Oct 28: A
married woman resident
of Tetarkhunti located in
Guru Govind Singh ward
under Bodhghat police
station suddenly went
missing a month ago. The
family members had
lodged a case report at
Bodhghat police station.
The police team was con-
tinuously searching for
the woman. A month
later, on Thursday morn-
ing, the police received in-
formation that a woman’s
body had been buried in
the forest behind a school
located between
Karitgaon and Gumdel.
On receiving the informa-
tion, the police team in-
formed the Executive
Magistrate about this.
After excavating the men-
tioned place in the pres-

ence of officials, the fami-
ly members have identi-
fied the missing woman
as Seema Yadav after ex-
tracting the body of a
woman.

Seema Yadav, age 24,
resident of Terkuti in the
city, went on a bike with
her husband Jaishankar
on 27 September to visit
Girola temple located in
Bakavand block. The hus-
band came back home
alone from the temple. He
had told his wife to leave
his friend’s house and

come. Seema Yadav’s fa-
ther Brijesh Yadav had
lodged a missing report of
his daughter Seema at
Bodhghat police station.
Even after the report, the
family members did a lot
of research, but no one
was found anywhere. The
police was continuously
searching for the woman.
The needle of suspicion of
Seema Yadav’s murder is
spinning on the close
ones. In this case, Addl.
SP Crime Hemsagar
Sidar said that the ac-
cused has not been identi-
fied yet. Police investiga-
tion still continues.
Seema’s husband is also
back. Police team, foren-
sic team and cyber cell are
engaged in intensive in-
vestigation and interroga-
tion in the matter. Police
is seriously investigating
every aspect of the case,
soon the matter will be 
revealed.

One-day event to be organized on Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 27: Like the
previous year, a one-day
event will be organized in
District Headquarters on
the occasion of State

Foundation Day. The
General Administration
Department has issued or-
ders to all the District
Collectors regarding the
one-day event to be held in
the District Headquarters
on the occasion of the
State Foundation Day on
Nov 1.

It has been mentioned in
the issued order that de-
partmental exhibitions of
various developmental de-

partments must be held in
the program center during
the one-day event. Special
achievements of various
departments must be high-
lighted. Relevant schemes
and successful projects of
different departments
under the State
Government should be ex-
hibited as well, including
the achievements in the
past year.

Cultural programs per-

formed by local artists at
the district level should be
presented on 1 November.
The cultural program
should be decorous. The
Government departments
of all district headquar-
ters should be illuminated
on the night of 1
November. Beneficiaries
must profit from the wel-
fare schemes of the
Government during the
program.

Chhath Puja commences with
rituals of ‘Nhay Khay’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2288:: Four-day
Chhath festival, also known as
Surya Shasthi, commenced
with the rituals of “Nhay Khay”
across the state on Friday. On
the first day of the Chhath Puja
dedicated to Sun god and
Chhathi Maiya, prasad of
Chana dal (split chickpeas),
Kaddoo (bottlegourd) Bhaat
(rice) was prepared on earthen
chulha.

Kharna and Lohanda rituals
will be performed on the sec-
ond day of the festival, on
Saturday evening. Sandhya
Arghya will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya will
be offered on October 31. Chief
of the Chhath Mahaparva
Aayojan Samiti Rajesh Kumar
Singh said that the four-day
Chhath festival is celebrating
with great zeal and traditional
fervour from October 28 to 31.

In Raipur city, Chhath Puja is
being celebrated at over 50
places including Mahadev
Ghat, Vyas Talab, Chhuhiya
Talab, Urla Talab, Jhanjh Lake
Naya Raipur and others.

Raipur Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
and Senior Superintendent of
Police Prashant Kumar
Agrawal inspected Mahadev
Ghat on Thursday evening and
inquired about the cleanliness
and other arrangements for
Chhath devotees.

The members of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan Samiti
(CMAS) Mahadev Ghat
informed the Collector about
the Chhath Puja preparations.
Collector Dr Bhure asked the
officials to complete the clean-
liness of the Ghat before
Chhath Puja. Commissioner of
Raipur Municipal Corporation
Mayank Chaturvedi and

Assistant Collector Jayant
Nahata were also present.

Volunteers of the CMAS
Mahadev Ghat Raipur cleaned
Kharun river and Mahadev
Ghat on the consecutive third
day on Friday morning.
Garbage in large quantity was
taken out from the Kharun
river. Sanitation workers of
Raipur Municipal Corporation
are also cleaning the Mahadev
Ghat.

Chief of CMAS Mahadev
Ghat Rajesh Kumar Singh, vol-
unteers of the CMAS Ravindra
Singh, Parmanand Singh, Sunil
Singh, Ramkumar Singh,
Satyendra Singh Gautam,
Shashi Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Satya Prakash Singh, Ram
Vilas Singh, Jayant Singh,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet Singh,
Santosh Singh, Jaiprakash
Singh, Mukul Srivastava,
Chandrashekhar Singh, Saroj
Singh, Ajay Sharma, Sanjay
Singh and other members par-
ticipated in the cleanliness
drive. Rajesh Kumar Singh

informed that Mahadev Ghat
along Kharun river is being
cleaned and decorated by the
Samiti. All kinds of facilities
like parking, lighting and other
facilities are being arranged
for devotees at Mahadev Ghat.

People in large number will
gather at Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River to celebrate
Chhath festival this year.
People, who migrated from
Bihar and eastern Uttar
Pradesh to Chhattisgarh, cele-
brate Chhath Puja in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Bhilai, Jagdalpur,
Korba and other parts of the
state.He further said that that
the Chhath festival is dedicat-
ed to the Sun God and his sis-
ter Chhathi Maiya in order to
thank them for bestowing the
bounties of life on earth and to
request the granting of certain
wishes. The rituals of the
Chhath are rigorous and are
observed over a period of four
days. The rituals of the festival
include holy bathing, fasting
and abstaining from drinking

water, standing in water for
long periods of time, and offer-
ing prasad and arghya to the
setting and rising Sun. Some
devotees also perform a pros-
tration march as they head for
the river banks. Chhath Puja is
celebrated in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Delhi,
Mumbai and other parts of the
country. Grand festival of
Chhath is as a means of purifi-
cation of body, mind and soul,
Singh described.

He informed that in Raipur
city, the Chhath festival is
being celebrated at over 50
places including Mahadev
Ghat. Maha-arti will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on October 30.
A cultural programme will be
held at Mahadev Ghat on
October 30. A grand
Bhandara will be held at
Mahadev Ghat on October 31
morning, informs Rajesh
Kumar Singh, President of
Chhath Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti Mahadev Ghat Raipur.

‘Tribal culture of Ch’garh is
gaining a new global identity’

Raipur, Oct 27: About
44% of land cover in
Chhattisgarh is dominat-
ed by forests. 42 types of
tribes reside in the state.
All these tribes have their
own festivals, cultures,
and artistic traditions.
Chhattisgarh’s beautiful
tradition and culture are
an amalgamation of all

these diversities. The trib-
al population in
Chhattisgarh accounts for
31% of its total population.
Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the tribal culture
of Chhattisgarh is gaining
a new identity at the inter-
national level. In this re-
gard, the Tribal Dance
Festival is being held in
the state for the third time.
At the initiative of Chief
Minister Baghel, a very
significant tradition in the
form of the International
Tribal Dance Festival has
been started in the state.
This endeavor is proving
to be very beneficial not
only for Chhattisgarh but
for the cultural interaction
of tribal communities
worldwide.

In this event, the teams

from the tribal communi-
ties of all the states and
union territories of India
along with those of 9 coun-
tries will participate. This
year, the event will start on
1 November, the
Chhattisgarh Foundation
Day. The International
Tribal Dance Festival will
be held for three days in
Raipur. In this event,
about 1500 tribal artists
will perform, out of which
1400 artists will be from
various states and Union
territories of India and
the remaining 100 will be
from other countries.

This is the third organi-
zation of the Tribal Dance
Festival. In the previous
year, 12 countries had
shown interest in this
event, out of which 7 had
participated. This year, 26
countries have shown in-
terest out of which 9 coun-
tries are going to partici-
pate. The tribal artists
hailing from Mozambique,
Mongolia, Tongo, Russia,
Indonesia, Maldives,
Serbia, New Zealand, and
Egypt will perform at the
festival. The International

Tribal Dance festival will
have competitions in two
categories. Prizes worth
Rs. 20 lakh will be distrib-
uted to the winners. Cash
prizes worth Rs. 5 lakh, Rs.
3 lakh, and Rs. 2 lakh will
be awarded to the first, sec-
ond, and third positions.
The dance festival will
start in the morning of 1
November and during the
evening, state ornamenta-
tion will be given on the
occasion of State
Foundation Day.

The Tribal Dance
Festival will conclude on
Nov 3. This festival will en-
able cultural and artistic
sharing between tribal
artists hailing from differ-
ent countries and civiliza-
tions at the national/inter-
national levels. Moreover,
these communities will
also become aware of each
other’s unique lifestyles,
cultures, and food habits.
Seminars will also be held
during this festival where
discussions about tribal
development will be en-
couraged. Eminent ex-
perts will participate in
the same.
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Games will be held at
the Block and Urban
Cluster levels

It was missing 
for a month

An amount of  Rs 50.55
cr was sanctioned for
the development of 
the area

In District Hq’s on the
occasion of Ch’garh
Foundation Day

Local artists will pres-
ent colorful perform-
ances

Rituals of Lohanda 
and Kharna to be 
performed today

Under leadership 
of CM Bhupesh Baghel

Int’nl Tribal Dance
Festival to be organized
from  Nov 1 to 3

1500 tribal artists hail-
ing from 9 countries,
including those from all
the states and union
territories of India, will
present spectacular
performances

Competitions will be
organized in two 
categories

Prizes worth Rs. 20 lakh
to be awarded to the
winners The volunteers preparing river bank for Chhath rituals on Friday.

Parliamentary Secretary and
local MLA Rekhchand Jain,
taking cognizance of the
attack on journalist Ritesh
Pandey, called up the
Superintendent of Police and
asked him to arrest the
accused at the earliest.
Rekhchand Jain said that the

Superintendent
of Police
informed him
that an accused
has been identi-
fied and he will

be caught at the earliest. He
said that attack on journalist
is unfortunate, the accused of

attack will be caught very
soon. It is to be known that at
present MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain are on their
stay in Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh, they have gone
there to given invitation for
the Rajyotsava.

Unfortunate to attack journalist, accused will be caught soon: Jain

Dead body of woman excavated
from the forest by digging a grave



Rajim, Oct 28: 

The festival of Diwali
was celebrated with great
pomp and people contin-
ued to shop even on the
day of Lakshmi Puja.
There was a good crowd in
the city markets after 12:00
noon of the day of Laxmi
Puja, and purchase was
done for all goods by peo-
ple from all walks of life.

Due to the arrival of
people in vehicles, the
traffic was completely
staggered in all these
routes including Raipur
Marg, Mahasamund
Marg, Gariaband Marg,
and Bus Stand.

Houses and trading
houses both small and big
stood decorated and after
Laxmi Pujan, people con-
tinued in festivity till late
night.

This year, Govardhan
Puja, which is celebrated
after the worship of the
solar eclipse, was celebrat-
ed on Wednesday. Cattle
farmers and farmers
bathed their cattle and of-
fered them khichdi after
offering prayers. On the
other hand Annakoot is
celebrated every year
after Govardhan Puja in
Lord Shri Rajivlochan
temple and during this, ac-
cording to tradition, 56

types of different delica-
cies were offered in front
of the statue of Lord Shri
Rajiv Lochan.
Establishment of Gauri
Gaura due to solar eclipse,
1 day before the day of
Dhanteras, was also wit-
nessed in all the squares
of the city, followed by im-
mersion. Gambling was
also reported in many
parts of the city which is
considered a part of the
tradition in completely
celebrating the festival.
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Mainpur, OOct 228:

In the entire Gariaband
district including Mainpur,
Taurenga, Akhlaghat and
Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve, elephant herds
are wandering and causing
a lot of loss to property and
standing crops. Their wan-

dering pattern has gone er-
ratic, for which experts
from Karnataka have
opined for installation of
Caller ID bands on the herd
members with priority to
keep a track of their move-
ments. A team of experts
under the leadership of
Ms. Richa, the head of the

Wildlife Elephant
Conservation Karnataka
team, have inspected the
elephant affected villages
which have been attacked
by three groups of herd
namely Rohasi,
Chandadal, and Sikasar,
also accommodating
tuskers. However the
process may take a year’s
time, as according to ex-
perts tranquilizing ele-
phants is a jumbo task.

Experts call for installing
Caller ID on elephants

What officer says
Due to the increase in the number
of elephants and moving pattern,
monitoring the herd is a chal-
lenge. Wildlife team from
Karnataka have reached the area
and studied the movement of ele-
phants, soon work will start in the
direction of setting up caller ID.

RRaajjeennddrraa  SSoorrii  --  SSDDOO,,  FFoorreesstt
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,,  MMaaiinnppuurr  

Birkoni, Oct 27:

The festival of bond of
love between brother and
sister observed as ‘Bhai-
Dooj’ was celebrated with
religious fervour in
Birkoni here on Thursday.
Sister by applying ‘tilak’
of ‘chandan’ on forehead
of her brother sought
blessings for his long-life
and good health. As per
the traditions, brother and
sister exchanged gifts
with each other and this
festive atmosphere contin-
ued from morning till
evening hours. On this oc-
casion, as per rituals, the
sister placed a leaf of
‘pan’ on the palm of her
brother and applied ‘tilak’
of ‘chandan’ and sought
blessings for his long-life
and in turn the bothers
also promised their sisters
to help them in all times of

sadness or happiness and
act as their protector for
years to come. Here the

sisters offered a coconut
fruit to her brother and of-
fered sweets to celebrate
the occasion. As such the
arrival of brothers to
their sister’s house contin-
ued from morning till
evening hours and
Acharya Laxmi Narayan
Vaishnav informed that as
per traditions, it is on the
last-day of five-day
‘deepotsav’ that ‘Bhai-
Dooj’ is celebrated. On
this all sisters apply ‘roli’
and ‘tilak’ on forehead of
their brother and wish
them bright future. This
festival is celebrated on
second day of ‘Shukl
paksh’ of ‘kartik maas’
and it is also known as
‘Yam Dwitiya’. There is
general belief that if the
brother takes lunch at his
sister’s house, then he gets
to live longer and happy
life.

Sister applies ‘tilak’ 
and tie sacred thread

On occasion of ‘Bhai-dooj’ in Birkoni

Mungeli, Oct 28: 

The festival of Diwali
was celebrated with
pomp in all the regions
of the district including
the city, but spells of ele-
vated pollution owing to
rigorous burning of
crackers and other fire
works, has led to a high
pollution index leading
to poor air quality.
Patients of diseases re-
lated to cardiac and res-
piratory track disorder

too were in a suffering
state due to high decibel
sound of fireworks
bursting which contin-
ued till late night.

Apart from the pollu-
tion level going up, the
festival of light was cele-
brated with enthusiasm
by people of all walks of
life. Houses were
uniquely decorated with
Rangoli and lighting
along with lighting of
diyas, which followed
with worship of
Goddess Laxmi and
Kali.

After Chinese crack-
ers and other goods
going out of the market,
the region had a country
side décor with diyas
and earthen lamps tak-
ing place of electrical
goods. However except
for the pollution level
going up the festival was
seen as comeback of
prosperity after a long
spell of uncertainty.

Firework exaggerates 
air and sound pollutants 

Birkoni, Oct 28:

The youth members of
Birkoni who have installed
the idol of Goddess Laxmi
near Phool Chowk last in
‘Choudash’, was im-
mersed after offering
prayers for five days and
taking our massive im-

mersion rally with great
fanfare and enthusiasm
here on Thursday.

It is notable here that on
occasion of ‘Deep-parv’,
idols of Goddess Laxmi
and Lord Shri Ganesh
were offered obeisance in
the houses, shops, temples
and government offices.

The immersion rally
was taken out in the vil-

lage by the devotees and it
passed through main thor-
oughfares in the village.
The devotees have con-
structed welcome gate and
offered prayers and in this
devotees took out the pro-
cession amidst religious
songs and DJ.

As per rituals the idols
of Goddess Laxmi was im-
mersed by the villagers

amidst tears in their eyes
and this resulted in com-
pletely religious atmos-
phere in entire village on
Thursday.

On this occasion Aman
Chandrakar, Dushyant
Chandradhari, Durgesh
Sahu, Santosh
Chandrakar, Kamta
Chandrakar, Hemant Patel
and others were present.

Shobha Yatra marks immersion of Laxmi’s idols

 In Gram Birkoni

Rs.  5.06 lakh
seized in 220

gambling cases
Bemetara, Oct 28: 

In the last one
week, police regis-
tered 220 cases
of gambling in
Police Station
Kotwali Bemetara,
N a w a g a r h ,
N a n d g h a t ,
Khamharia, Saja,
Berla, Beard,
Parpodi, Chandnu
and Chowki Devkar,
D e v a r b i j a ,
Khandsara, Maro,
Kandarka and 13
gambling against 941
gamblers. Action has
been taken under the
Act. A total cash
amount of Rs 5.06
lakh and 52 pack of
cards have been con-
fiscated from gam-
blers and phad.

People celebrate Diwali festival with great pomp

Sarangarh, Oct 28: 

Police have arrested a
52-year-old man for al-
legedly hoisting
Pakistan’s national flag
at his house in
Sarangarh-Bhilaigarh
district, an official said
on Thursday.

The action was taken
against Mustaq Khan, a
fruit vendor, on Tuesday
evening after police re-
ceived a complaint that
he had hoisted
Pakistan’s flag atop his
house in Atal Chowk
area of Saria town, the
official said.

A police team later re-
moved the flag and
seized it, he said.

Khan was booked
under Indian Penal Code

Section 153A (promoting
enmity between different
groups on ground of reli-
gion, race, etc, and doing
acts prejudicial to main-
tenance of harmony),
the official said, adding
that further investiga-
tion was underway.

Some local BJP leaders
staged a protest outside
the Saria police station
on Tuesday, demanding
that the man be booked
on the charge of sedi-
tion.

Man held for hoisting
Pakistan’s flag at home 

About the incident
The action was taken against Mustaq Khan, a fruit
vendor, on Tuesday evening after police received a
complaint that he had hoisted Pakistan’s flag atop his
house in Atal Chowk area of Saria town.A police
team later removed the flag and seized it.

Action taken
Accused Khan was

booked under Indian
Penal Code Section 153A
(promoting enmity be-
tween different groups
on ground of religion,
race, etc, and doing acts
prejudicial to mainte-
nance of harmony), the
official said, adding that
further investigation
was underway.

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  OOcctt  2288:: As per
instructions by the Collector
Nilesh Kumar Kshirsagar and
Controller Food & Drug
Administration Deptt KD Kunjam,
the Food & Drug Administration
department under leadership of
its officer and SDM Mahasamund
Rakesh Golcha is conducted raids
in the hotels and restaurants and
shops for the quality of food and
eatables being supplied to the
customers.

In one such move in view of
ongoing festive season, the Food
& Drug Administration conducted
raid at different places and took
samples of the food and sweets
and packed eating materials and
also carried out checking in
mobile laboratory. It is for this
reason that Mahasamund district
ranks in the top when it comes to
collection of ‘Vidhik’ samples in
entire state in last 3 months. And
when it comes to last 6 months
record, Mahasamund district
stood 2nd in the entire state
when it comes to collection of
food samples. From April 2022 till
date, the department has so far
collected total of 81 ‘Vidhik’ and
55 surveillance  samples. Out of
31 samples of ‘Vidhik’ were found
to be as per the standards and 2
were below standard and one
sample was found to be counter-
fiet type level. Reports of rest of
the 47 samples are still not
received by the department.
Among the list of below-standard

samples, the Dream Acqua
packed drinking water and
Krishna Rice Brand oil and the
sample of ‘Sprite 1 yr’ was found
to be ‘mithyachaap’ sample.

CChheecckkiinngg  ooff  ffoooodd  ssaammpplleess
ddoonnee  iinn  mmoobbiillee  llaabb::

District Food Officer and
mobile lab team conducted
checking of quality of food mate-
rials through mobile lab and so
far total of 269 food samples
have been checked since April
2022 onwards. Out of which 247
samples were found as per the
standard, 12 were below stan-
dard and 10 samples were found
to be ‘mithyachaap’. All the
below-standard samples were
destroyed on the spot . In the
same way a total of 5 cases were
put in the ADM Court by Food
Safety Officer Neelam Thakur
and Jyoti Bhanu from April 2022
till date and 1 case was put in the
court of 1st rank Judicial
Magistrate Basna by Neelam
Thakur. In view of the Diwali fes-
tival, it was under direction of
SDM Rakesh Kumar Golcha that
raids were conducted in sweets
shops for ‘bundi ladoo’, ‘Peda’,
‘Gulab Jamnun’, ‘besan ke ladoo’,
‘Kaju Katli’, chocolates,
‘Kalakand’, ‘Masoor Mixture’,
‘Savai’, tea-leafs, Gaya Ghee,
Gaya ‘Peda’, ‘edible oils’, ‘Maida’,
‘Sonpapadi’, and others and sam-
ples were collected and sent to
stte-level Laboratory in Raipur
for checking.

Food & Drug admn 
conducting regular checking

In Sweets shops, grocery and other places

GGaauurreellaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  OOcctt
2277::  Govardhan Puja and
Gouthan Foundation Day were
celebrated here in the presence
of GPM Collector and
Scheduled Tribes Commission
member Porte. It is to be known
that Porte, a member of the
Scheduled Tribes Commission,
has given greetings and good
wishes on the occasion of
Govardhan Puja and ‘Gotha Na
Diwas’ and prayed for happi-
ness, and prosperity of the dis-
trict. He further said that
Govardhan Puja is a festival
related to folk life and is known
as Annakoot in Chhattisgarh.
District Collector GPM Richa
Prakash Chaudhary said that
under the ongoing Suraji Gaon
scheme in the district, these
Gauthans being made in the dis-
trict are being developed as

“Multi-activity Centers and
efforts have been made to con-
nect, provide employment to
the people and promote organic
farming and an initiative has
been taken to make vermi com-
post and other useful items by
purchasing cow dung from the
farmers. Apart from this, along
with the security of the crop,
farmers are also getting an
opportunity to take double crop
due to the formation of
Gauthans. From this year
onwards, we have also started
the purchase of cow urine,
which is being used to make
pesticides. Farmers and live-
stock farmers have started get-
ting the benefit of this, she said.
Many dignitaries and public
representatives were present in
the program apart from vil-
lagers. 

Govardhan Puja and Gouthan
Foundation Day celebrated

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  OOcctt  2277:: Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla inspect-
ed the paddy procurement cen-
ter in Lolsara village of Bemetara
sub-division on Wednesday and
took stock of the preparations
for the purchase of paddy from
November 1. During this, he
gave instructions for the avail-
ability of new gunny bags in the
procurement center, verification
of scale weights, cleanliness of
the phad, arrangement of drink-
ing water, parking arrange-

ments. The Collector asked to
display the information of gov-
ernment land so that middlemen
etc. could not sell paddy.
Instructions have been given to
ensure that there is no distur-
bance in the paddy procurement
center, farmers do not face any
inconvenience. Additional
Collector Dr. Anil Bajpai, Sub-
Divisional Officer Revenue
Navagarh Praveen Tiwari and
nodal officers were present dur-
ing the inspection.

Collector inspects Lolsara
paddy purchase center
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TOURIST PARAGLIDE

Tourist paraglide at Bir Billing in Dharamshala, Friday.

BRIEF

Man beaten up 
Khargone: A man
was allegedly tied to a
pole and beaten by a
group of people on
suspicion of stealing
cotton from a field in a
village in Madhya
Pradesh’s Khargone
district, police said on
Friday. A case was reg-
istered on Thursday
after a video of the in-
cident that took place
in Jamanya village
under Un police sta-
tion limits surfaced on
social media on
Wednesday, an 
official said.

Idols theft
Jalna: Two persons
have been arrested for
their alleged involve-
ment in the theft of
idols from an old and
well-patronised tem-
ple in Maharashtra’s
Jalna district, a police
official said on Friday.
The theft of 11 ‘panch
dhatu’ idols of a 480-
year-old temple in
Jamb Samarth vil-
lage, revered as the
birth place of saint
Ramdas Samarth, in
Ghansawangi tehsil
had taken place on
August 22.

Elephant 
electrocution

Ranchi: A male ele-
phant died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a high-
voltage wire in a vil-
lage in Jharkhand’s
Ranchi district, a for-
est official said on
Friday. The pachy-
derm was passing
through a paddy field
in Chogadih Barwadih
village, some 60 km
from state capital
Ranchi, late on
Thursday when the in-
cident occurred, he
said. “I received infor-
mation about the inci-
dent on Friday morn-
ing and visited the spot
to look into matter.

Official caught 
Bhind:A revenue offi-
cial was caught red-
handed while allegedly
taking a bribe of Rs
50,000 at his residence
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Bhind district on
Friday, an official said.
The revenue official
had demanded Rs 2
lakh from a man for
transferring the lease
papers of an ancestral
land in his name, a
Lokayukta official said.
After negotiations, the
accused official settled
for Rs 1.40 lakh, and the
complainant had al-
ready paid him Rs
20,000 as the first instal-
ment, he said.

Elderly woman
Mathura (UP): The
bodies of two elderly
women were recov-
ered from near an
ashram in Vrindavan,
police here said on
Friday. The deceased
have been identified
as a 61-year-old resi-
dent of Lucknow and
a 68-year-old Bihar na-
tive, Kotwali police
station SHO Suraj
Prakash said. Their
bodies were found 100
metres from an
ashram in Sant
Colony area. The po-
lice are trying to as-
certain how the bod-
ies reached the area.

A tiger inside a cage after
being caught by forest 

officials after a 26-day hunt,
in Wayanad district, Friday.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

Lack of infrastructure
development in Jammu
and Kashmir for decades
post Independence was
one of the reasons behind
the rise of terrorism in the
union territory, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Friday after un-
veiling 75 new projects in-
cluding bridges, roads and
helipads in border areas.

Singh dedicated the
projects costing Rs 2180
crore and spread across
border six states and two
Union territories at a func-
tion held at eastern
Ladakh’s strategic
Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg
Oldi (DS-DBO) road that
provides connectivity to
the India’s northernmost
outpost of Daulat Beg
Oldi.

The highlight of the
event was the onsite un-
veiling of 120-metre-long
‘class-70 Shyok Setu’ on
the DS-DBO road at an alti-
tude 14,000 feet and virtual

inauguration of two heli-
pads, one each in Hanle
and Thakung, in eastern
Ladakh, the defence min-
istry said. The bridge will
be of strategic importance
as it will facilitate logistics
movement of the armed

forces. Other projects in-
augurated virtually by
Singh included two heli-
pads, one each in Hanle
and Thakung, in eastern
Ladakh, it said. These heli-
pads will enhance the op-
erational capabilities of

the Indian Air Force in the
region. The 75 projects im-
plemented by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
included 45 bridges, 27
roads, two helipads and
one ‘Carbon Neutral
Habitat’.

Twenty of the projects
are in Jammu and
Kashmir, 18 each in
Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh, five in
Uttarakhand and 14 in
other border states of
Sikkim, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the defence minister
reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to en-
sure the progress of far-
flung areas to fulfil the se-
curity needs of the coun-
try. “Lack of infrastruc-
ture development in
Jammu and Kashmir for
decades post independ-
ence was one of the rea-
sons behind the rise of ter-
rorism in the Union
Territory.

Rajnath dedicates 75 infra
projects from eastern Ladakh

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during an event organised
by BRO for the inauguration of 75 BRO infrastructure
projects in Ladakh, Friday.

Patna, Oct 28 (PTI):

Bihar BJP president
Sanjay Jaiswal on Friday
asserted that Chirag
Paswan is an “NDA ally”
and he will be campaign-
ing for saffron party candi-
dates for the November 3
by-polls to Mokama and
Gopalganj assembly seats
in the state. Jaiswal made
the averment at a press
conference he addressed
here and claimed that
Paswan, who is a Lok
Sabha member from
Jamui, will canvass for
BJP candidates next week.
“We treat all parties that
have fought elections in al-
liance with us and support-
ed us in the Presidential
polls as NDA partners.
Chirag Paswan very much
fits the bill and he will be
campaigning on October 31
and November 1,” the BJP
leader said.

The son of Dalit stalwart
Ram Vilas Paswan, Chirag
Paswan headed the Lok
Janshakti Party founded
by his father till it came
apart last year following a
rebellion by uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras

who rallied along all other
LJP MPs. Chirag Paswan
had caused a flutter in the
2020 assembly polls when
he rebelled against Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
who was then still in the
NDA. Vowing to oust
Kumar’s JD(U) from power,
Paswan, who swears by his
loyalty towards Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
had fielded candidates,
many of them BJP rebels,
in all seats contested by the
chief minister’s party. The
JD(U), which is now with
the ‘Mahagathbandhan’
(Grand Alliance) that in-
cludes RJD, Congress and
the Left parties, alleges
that the “Chirag model”
was used by the BJP to
weaken it despite being an
alliance partner and a sim-
ilar attempt was made
through another “agent”,
former Union minister
RCP Singh. Jaiswal also
announced that the BJP
will file a petition in the
High Court seeking the
cancellation of the nomi-
nation of Mohan Gupta,
the RJD candidate in
Gopalganj where by-elec-
tion has been necessitated

by the death of Subhash
Singh, a four-term MLA be-
longing to the saffron party.
“We recently submitted a
memorandum to the
Election Commission high-
lighting that Gupta has
concealed information re-
lating to a case of liquor
smuggling lodged against
him in Jharkhand.
Contesting of an election
by him in a dry state is
scandalous. The EC, how-
ever, did not act on our
complaint. So we will move
the court when it reopens
on November 1,” the BJP
leader said. He also reiter-
ated that in Mokama, gang-
ster-tur ned-politician
Anant Kumar Singh,
whose wife seeks to retain
for RJD the seat falling va-
cant upon her husband’s
disqualification, attempts
were being made to “intim-
idate voters”. “Yesterday
there were a couple of da-
coities in the main market
of Mokama. The dacoits
were henchmen of Anant
Singh whose main inten-
tion was to warn people of
dire consequences if they
dared not to support their
leader,” alleged Jaiswal.

Chirag to campaign for BJP candidates
in Bihar by-polls: Sanjay Jaiswal

Ramgarh(Jharkhand),
Oct 28 (PTI): A 50-strong
of elephants blocked the
National highway number
23 connecting Ramgarh to
the steel city of Bokaro,
about 50 km from the state
capital of Ranchi as they
leisurely crossed the
tarred road holding up a
long line of vehicles and
trucks, with local youths
rushing to the spot to film
selfies and videos, a forest
official said on Friday.

The incident occurred
on Thursday night creat-
ing an `elephantine’ traffic
jam and keeping both po-
lice and forest depart-
ments officials on their
tenterhooks.

At least 50 elephants
from Jharkhand and West
Bengal blocked the NH 23

and later went on a ram-
page at Dulmi and
Chitarpur blocks destroy-
ing crops and attacking
people in which a 35-year
old villager was seriously
injured and is now under-
going treatment in a pri-
vate hospital.

Ved Prakash Kamboj,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO), Ramgarh told PTI
that an elephant calf also
fell into a well full of water
along the roadside but was
rescued by the herd.

Kamboj said the herd in-
cluding calves had crossed
neighbouring West Bengal
and been joined by ele-
phants from Jharkhand.

The elephants assem-
bled in a forest near Gola
block of Ramgarh district
a few days back and then

moved to Dulmi and
Chitarpur block of the dis-
trict late on Thursday
night.

Forest staff and quick
response teams, armed
with torches and other
equipment were deployed
around 9.30 pm near
Chitarpur to try ward off
the jumbos from densely
populated area.

Traffic on the busy high-
way came to a standstill
for nearly one hour near
Chitarpur, the officials
said.

The herd is now camp-
ing in a forest near
Murramkala along
Ranchi-Patna national
highway-33 close to
Ramgarh town and dis-
trict headquarters, the of-
ficials said.

Jubmbos block highway; 
rescue baby elephant from well

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

Three people got in-
jured after a man alleged-
ly drove his car into them
in north Delhi’s Alipur
area, police said on
Friday.

The driver has been ar-
rested, they said.

On Wednesday, Alipur
Police Station received in-
formation regarding the
incident, following which
they reached the spot at
Nehru Enclave but found
no one there.

Later, police found that
the people who were in-
jured had been taken to
hospital for the treatment,
a senior police officer
said. At Satyawadi Raja
Harish Chandra Hospital
in Narela where they

were taken, they found
that three persons had
been injured in the inci-
dent. According to the
statement of Raj Kumar,
the complainant, the inci-
dent happened around 9
pm when he along with
his family members was
standing outside his
house, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(outer north) Devesh
Kumar Mahla said.

A person, driving a
Hyundai Creta, started ar-
guing with a man, he said.

Seeing this, the com-
plainant went to the driv-
er and tried to pacify him
but the man in a rush to
get away drove his car
into the three people
standing there, police
said.

Man injures 3 people
driving car into them 

Mangaluru (K’taka), Oct
28 (PTI): The action com-
mittee against the toll gate
at Surathkal here began
its indefinite day-and-
night dharna on Friday
demanding the immediate
removal of the plaza.

The protesters shouted
slogans against the BJP
government and people’s
representatives belonging
to the ruling party, includ-
ing Dakshina Kannada
MP Nalin Kumar Kateel.

Addressing the protest-
ers, action committee con-
venor Muneer Katipalla
said BJP state chief and
Lok Sabha member
Kateel’s assurance two
weeks back that the plaza
will be closed within 20
days cannot be trusted as
he had made similar

promises earlier also. He
said Dakshina Kannada
Deputy Commissioner
Kumara had held a meet-
ing on Thursday which
showed their concern over
the delay in a decision by
the authorities. The BJP
MLAs from the region
have not done anything to
pressure the government
to resolve the issue, he
said.

Former ministers B
Ramanath Rai,
Abhayachandra Jain,
legal advisor Dinesh
Ulepadi, former MLAs
Mohiuddin Bava, Vinay
Kumar Sorake, action
committee leader M G
Hegde and KPCC coordi-
nator Prathibha Kulai are
among those participating
in the protest.

Anti-toll gate protest

Action committee begins
indefinite dharna in Surathka

Chennai, Oct 28 (PTI):

DMK women’s wing
secretary and party’s MP
Kanimozhi apologised to
a c t r e s s - p o l i t i c i a n
Khushbu Sundar over a
DMK functionary’s al-
leged derogatory remark
targeting BJP women
leaders in Tamil Nadu.

The Thoothukudi MP,
who is also deputy general
secretary of the DMK, said
neither the party nor its
chief M K Stalin would tol-
erate such remarks.

“I apologise as a woman
and human being for what
was said. This can never
be tolerated irrespective of
whoever did it, of the
space it was said or party
they adhere to. And I’m
able to openly apologise
for this because my leader

@mkstalin and my party
@arivalayam don’t con-
done this,” Kanimozhi
said in her tweet in re-
sponse to a post which the
actress tagged and asked if
insulting women was part
of the new Dravidian
model.

After a video of the
DMK functionary Saidai
Sidiq’s remark on the
women went viral in the
social media, Khushbu on
Thursday tagged
Kanimozhi and tweeted,
“When men abuse
women, it just shows
what kind of upbringing
they have had & the toxic
environment they were
brought up in. These men
insult the womb of a
woman. Such men call
themselves followers of
#Kalaignar Is this new

Dravidian model under
H’ble CM @mkstalin
rule?@Kanimozhi DMK.”
Condemning the com-
ments on the BJP office-
bearers: Khushbu
Sundar, Gautami,
Namitha, and Gayathri
Raghuram at a recent
public meeting in
Chennai, BJP State vice-
president Narayanan
Thirupathy demanded
stern action on Sidiq.

Though she responded
to Khusbhu’s tweet and
apologised for the com-
ments, Kanimozhi said
she had also expressed
that Stalin would not ac-
cept such comments or
abuse, Narayanan said
and wondered if a mere
apology and distancing
from the comment would
correct the wrong.

Kanimozhi apologises to 
Khushbu for partyman’s remark

Ahmedabad, Oct 28
(PTI): The Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Friday re-
leased its seventh list of 13
candidates for the upcom-
ing Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, taking the number of
nominees whose names
the party has declared so
far to 86. The list was re-
leased by the party’s state
unit president Gopal Italia.

Elections to the 182-
member Gujarat
Legislative Assembly are
due by the end of this year.
However, the poll schedule
is yet to be announced. Ten
out of these 13 seats are
currently held by the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), while the opposition
Congress holds three oth-
ers. Two seats - Kadi and
Kalavad - are reserved for

Scheduled Caste (SC) can-
didates, while three -
Sankheda, Mandvi and
Mahuva are reserved for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) can-
didates, he said. The candi-
dates include a retired gov-
ernment officer, doctor,
lawyer and industrialist,
Italia told reporters. The
seats on which the names
of candidates were an-
nounced on Friday are
Kadi (SC), Gandhinagar
(North), Wadhwan, Morbi,
Jasdan, Jetpur, Kalavad
(SC), Jamnagar (Rural),
Mehmedabad, Lunawada,
Sankheda (ST), Mandvi
(ST) and Mahuva (ST). The
candidates for these seats,
respectively, are H K Dabhi,
Mukesh Patel, Hitesh
Bajrang, Pankaj
Ransariya, Tejas Gajipara,
Rohit Bhuva, Dr Jignesh

Solanki, Prakash Donga,
Pramodbhai Chauhan,
Natwarsinh Solanki,
Ranjan Tadvi, Sanyaben
Gamit and Kunjan Patel
Dhodiya. Morbi, Jasdan,
and Jamnagar (Rural) are
those seats on which the
then Congress MLAs (who
had won the 2017 Assembly
polls) had resigned and
BJP candidates won in the
bye-elections that followed.
Neither the BJP nor the
Congress have released the
list of candidates for the
upcoming polls so far.
Asaduddin Owaisi-led All
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) has
so far released a list of five
candidates - from
Danilimda (SC), Jamalpur
Khadia, Surat-East,
Bapunagar and Limbayat
seats.

AAP releases seventh list of
13 candidates for Gujarat Assembly polls

Shahjahanpur (UP), Oct
28 (PTI): Police here
booked a BJP MLA and
three others for allegedly
falsifying public record
and criminal conspiracy
on a complaint lodged by a
daughter-in-law of a for-
mer legislator. The FIR
was lodged on the direc-
tion of the court.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Sanjay Kumar said the
FIR was lodged against
Tilhar BJP MLA Salona
Kushwaha, one Sarita
Yadav, clerk Danish and
another employee working
in the block office.

In her complaint, Ruchi
Verma alleged that
Kushwaha has been ha-
rassing her family finan-
cially and socially after
Sarita Yadav claimed that

she is the second wife of
one of former MLA
Roshanlal Verma’s sons
and wants a share in prop-
erty. She alleged that
Kushwaha took away a
register from the tehsil of-
fice and included the name
of Sarita Yadav as the wife
of Roshanlal Verma’s dead
son Vinod Verma. The for-
mer MLA’s family has re-
fused to accept Sarita
Yadav as their dead son’s
second wife. The FIR was
lodged at the Nigohi police
station under Sections
120B (criminal conspira-
cy) and 218 (formation of
false record by public ser-
vant) of the Indian Penal
Code. The BJP MLA had
earlier claimed that the al-
legations against him have
been levelled out of politi-
cal malice.

Case against BJP MLA, three 
others for falsifying public record

Ahmedabad, Oct 28 (PTI):
The Gujarat government
on Friday announced a re-
lief package of Rs 630.34
crore for farmers who suf-
fered losses due to heavy
rains this monsoon, the
move coming ahead of
Assembly polls likely to be
held by the end of the year.

The relief package was
cleared in the state cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
earlier in the day and is ex-
pected to benefit eight
lakh farmers in 2,554 vil-
lages in 14 districts, offi-
cials said. The package
was announced after a
loss-assessment survey
was carried out in these
districts, namely
Chhotaudepur, Narmada,
Panchmahal, Navsari,

Valsad, Dang, Tapi, Surat,
Kutch, Junagadh, Morbi,
Porbandar, Anand and
Kheda, they added.

An official release said
farmers, as part of the
package, will get compen-
sation of Rs 6,800 per
hectare with a limit of two
hectares if the crop loss
(except banana plantation)
was equal or above 33 per
cent due to excessive rain
during the previous
Kharif season in the state.

“The compensation will
be given from the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) and from the state
budget. The compensation
for the loss of banana
plantation has been kept
at 30,000 per hectare with a
limit of two hectares,” the
release added.

Gujarat govt announces 
Rs 630 cr relief package for

rain-affected farmers



AUTUMN IN WASHINGTON

A woman walks among colorful fall foliage in Rock Creek Park in Washington.
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Singapore, Oct 28 (PTI):

The High
Commissioner of India
in Singapore P
Kumaran, joined by
about 100 students and
Indian community lead-
ers, planted trees at the
East Coast Park here on
Friday as part of the on-
going Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, celebrating 75
years of India’s inde-
pendence.

South East District’s
Mayor Mohd Fahmi
Aliman also joined the
celebration.

“Trees are always dear
to everyone, given that
they are probably one of
the most efficient ways of
sequestering carbon. We
are very happy today to
raise greater awareness
about the environment.”
he said.

He added that tree
planting is seen as a sym-
bol of growing relation-
ships.

“We hope that the trees
we planted today will in
some ways represent
Singapore’s growth in
the coming years as well
as India’s growth. Also,
these trees will represent
the growths in our part-
nerships in the coming
years,” Mayor Aliman

said.
The tree planting also

contributed to
Singapore’s One Million
Trees movement which

aims to restore nature in
the city by planting a
million trees across
Singapore over the next
10 years.

Indian High Commissioner in Singapore celebrates
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav by planting trees

Islamabad, Oct 28 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
admitted that he offered
an extension in the tenure
of Army chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa in
March amid the opposi-
tion’s attempt to topple his
government.

Khan’s remarks came
after Pakistan’s ISI chief
Lt Gen Nadeem Najum re-
vealed at an unprecedent-
ed press conference that
the army chief was given
a “lucrative offer” for an
indefinite extension in his
tenure in March this year.

“It was made in front of
me. He (Gen Bajwa) reject-
ed it because he wanted
the institution to move for-
ward from a controversial
role to a constitutional
role,” the ISI chief said,
without naming former
premier Khan.

Khan told 92 News TV in
an interview on Thursday
that he told the army chief

that if the then opposition
was offering him an exten-
sion, then he could do the
same, The Express
Tribune newspaper re-
ported.

“I repeatedly warned
Gen Bajwa that if this no-
confidence motion suc-
ceeds, it will have a direct
impact on the economy
and no one would be able
to control it as the econo-
my will go into a tailspin,”
he said.

Khan said he also asked
the top military leaders
“as to why did they hold a
press conference to dis-
cuss political matters if

they were apolitical”.
Gen Anjum addressed

the first-ever media inter-
action by any ISI chief in
Pakistan’s history on
Thursday.

The press conference
came as the country was
grappling with different
versions about the killing
of journalist Arshad
Sharif in Kenya and indi-
rect allegations against
the armed forces.

Sharif was shot dead at
a police checkpoint at an
hour’s distance from
Nairobi on Sunday night,
creating a storm in the
country.

Imran admits he offered extension to Army chief Bajwa

Moscow, Oct 28 (PTI):

Russia has special ties
with India and they have
always supported each
other and will remain so
in the future, President
Vladimir Putin has said,
as he praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for pursuing an “inde-
pendent foreign policy” in
the interest of his country.

Putin’s remarks came at
a plenary session of the
Valdai International
Discussion Club, a
Moscow-based think-tank
on Thursday.

He said Russia and India
continue to cooperate in
the military and technical
areas.

“We have special ties
with India that are built on
the foundation of really
close allied relations for
decades. We never had any
outstanding issues with
India, we have always sup-
ported each other and I’m
positive that’s how it will

remain in the future as
well,” Russian state media
RT quoted Putin as saying.

Putin’s comments came
more than a month after
Prime Minister Modi told
him that today’s era is not
of war as they met on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organisation’s summit in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan in
September.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and it has
been maintaining that the
crisis must be resolved
through diplomacy and di-
alogue. “PM Modi is one of
those individuals in the

world who is able to pur-
sue an independent for-
eign policy in the interest
of his country, and his peo-
ple without any attempts
to stop him,” said Putin.

Russia has been a major
supplier of military hard-
ware to India. In October
2018, India signed a USD 5
billion deal with Russia to
buy five units of the S-400
air defence missile sys-
tems, notwithstanding a
warning by the US that
going ahead with the con-
tract may invite sanctions
under the provisions of
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA).

Putin said India has
walked a great develop-
ment path from being a
British colony to its mod-
ern state and this has
yielded significant results
for the country’s almost 1.5
billion people.

“It (India) attracts gen-
eral respect from everyone
in the world. A lot has
been done in recent years
under PM Modi’s leader-
ship. He is a true patriot of
his country. And this con-
cept of his, Make in India’,
is a significant effort.
(India) really has pro-
gressed in its develop-
ment. A great future lies
ahead of it,” Putin said,
according to a translation
of his remarks by the
Russian Embassy in India.

“(India) is not only the
largest democracy, in a
good sense of this word,
but it should be proud of
its growth rate, that’s the
basis of its progress and
development,” Putin
added.

The Russian leader said
that the economic coopera-
tion between Delhi and
Moscow is growing as
well.

Russian President Putin terms
ties with India special

Praises PM Modi for
pursuing ‘independent
foreign policy’

Vrikshmahotsav
High Commissioner of India
to Singapore P. Kumaran
(in striped shirt) with stu-
dents during
‘Vrikshmahotsav’, a tree
plantation drive celebrating
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
in Singapore, Friday, 
Oct. 28.
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US using Pakistan
China has been pursuing

the policy of expansionism
for decades and Pakistan’s
business is exporting ter-
rorism. After the creation of
Pakistan, there has never
been true democracy. The
ISI is the real ruler. After
facing defeat in all wars,
Pakistani Generals changed
the attack mode and started
using terrorists. Pakistan
has full support and protec-
tion of China in these activ-
ities. Its economy is in ruins
and it is surviving only
through loans and aid.
China and the US are using
Pakistan for their ulterior
motives. America occasion-
ally gives meaningless
statements such as
‘Pakistan is the most dan-
gerous country’ that ‘keeps
snakes in the backyard’,
and simultaneously, ex-
tends millions of dollars in
aid to it. There is no choice
for India but to adopt an of-
fensive defence strategy at
the LoC and LAC.

Subhash Vaid, by mail

One up on BJP
The BJP is unabashedly a

communal entity swearing
by Hindutva, though here
and there it uses the word
‘secular’ to remain on the
correct side of the
Constitution. In some other
time and clime, it would
have willingly printed pho-
tos of Lakshmi and Ganesh
on currency notes. But an as-
tute politician, Kejriwal has
wrested the initiative from
the BJP by suggesting the
ruling party to print
Lakshmi and Ganesha im-
ages on currency notes. The
BJP would have been de-
lighted, but since the idea
has come from Kejriwal,
party leaders are accusing
him of using the Hindu card.
Everything is fair in love
and war, and in politics as
well. Sly Kejriwal has beaten
the BJP at its own game.
Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

Xi’s China
There should be no room

for party ‘supremos’ and
‘life-long Presidents’ in a
democratically organised
Communist party. Even fa-
mous communist leaders in
the past committed avoid-
able mistakes in India,
China and Russia when
their individual prestige
and popularity overshad-
owed and dented central
committees, politburos and
state committees. Shocked
by the end of the seven-
decade-old rule of the
Communist Party of Soviet
Union, Deng Xiaoping reor-
ganised the CPC along dem-
ocratic lines. Xi Jinping’s
tremendous appeal among
the CPC cadres rests only
on his strong anti-
American stance and anti-
neoliberal model of eco-
nomic growth. The shoes of
Mao and Deng are too big to
fit Xi. Communist leaders
can also turn into dictators
in the absence of collective
leadership.

Raj Bahadur Yadav,
Fatehabad
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Citizens holding Kannada flags sing classic Kannada songs as part of 'Koti Kanta Gaayana', a programme organised to facilitate
mass singing of six classic Kannada songs including the state anthem, at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru, Friday, Oct. 28.

KOTI KANTA GAAYANA

T
he permission for environmental release of  genetically modi-
fied mustard has not gone down well with green experts. In

fact, Sangh Parivar too has opposed the move, joining their objections
after the approval given by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee under the Union  Environment  Ministry.  They  fear  that  the
commercial cultivation of  GM mustard could have an adverse impact on
human health and food security. Surprisingly, the Sangh Parivar too has
opposed the move, claiming it is  “neither Swadeshi, nor safe”. RSS-af-
filiate Swadeshi  Jagran  Manch  (SJM)  has  also  urged  the government
to take cognizance of the committee’s action when it knows there is so
much opposition to GM mustard introduction.The GEAC, the country's
regulator for genetically modified organisms, recommended the envi-
ronmental release of mustard hybrid DMH-11 for its seed production
and testing as per existing ICAR guidelines and other extant rules/regu-
lations before commercial release. The transgenic mustard hybrid DMH-
11 has been developed by the Centre for Genetic Manipulation of Crop
Plants (CGMCP) at Delhi University. The government has so far ap-
proved (in 2002) only one GM crop, Bt cotton, for commercial cultiva-
tion. Those supporting commercial cultivation of GM crops say its bene-
fits include greater food security due to increased yields, reduced costs
for food  production,  reduced  need  for  pesticides  and resistance to
pests and disease. Kavitha Kuruganti, the founder of  the Alliance for
Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture, said: "The claim that GM mustard
will increase yield is not supported by the  data  submitted  by  the  crop
developers  to  the regulator." Kuruganti, who is a member of  the
Coalition for  GM-free  India,  said  Union  Environment  Minister
Bhupender Yadav had earlier voiced his views against GM crops. "It is
the regulator which has given a green signal. The minister should not
approve it," she said. In a statement, the Coalition for a GM-Free India
said: "This compromises biosafety in serious and objectionable ways,
and we ask the government not to move forward in allowing this danger-
ous herbicide to lerant food crop in India." The coalition had recently
written to Yadav that GM  mustard  uses  the  pretext  of  creating  hybrid
technology in a plant like mustard but in effect is a herbicide tolerant
crop. The entire biosafety assessment of GM mustard so far has not
taken this fact into account. Also ignored in the regulatory tests is the
fact that a deadly herbicide like glufosinate will be used along with this
GMO (there is adequate evidence of adverse impacts of  this herbicide
on health and environment for this to have raised warning bells for our
regulators; this includes the emergence of 'superweeds'). GM mustard
is a herbicide tolerant and toxic hybrid that will dramatically increase
the presence of toxic chemicals in our food and soil and hence, impact
health, said  Rohin  Kynar,  Senior  Agriculture  Campaigner, Greenpeace
India. But, the president of the National Academy of Agricultural
Sciences Dr T Mohapatra has welcomed the government’s decision say-
ing the GM mustard is likely to play an important role in driving the
country towards self-sufficiency in edible oil production. Another BT I n this year of Azaadi Ka

Amrit Mahotsav, 16th
October will be written down with
golden letters. This day marked the
day of the renaissance of India's ed-
ucation system when the Madhya
Pradesh government launched med-
ical education in Hindi, thereby writ-
ing the first chapter of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's efforts to-
wards education in native lan-
guages. Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore had said, 'Indian culture is
like a fully bloomed lotus, each petal
of which is like our regional lan-
guages. Destroying any one petal
will destroy the beauty of the lotus. I
want regional languages to remain
the queens of states and Hindi
should be at the centre'. In these
words, Gurudev beautifully de-
scribed the richness of India's cul-
tural and linguistic diversity.
Similarly, Bhartendu Harichandji's
description of `Nij Bhasha', is all-in-
clusive in its connotation, encom-
passing all Indian languages from
the south to north and from the east
to west as our own. Languages are
deeply embedded, culturally and
historically, in the essence of India
and Indianness. It is the language
that connects an individual with the
essential spirit and being of the na-
tion and its culture.

It is in this context that we need
to understand, without any preju-
dice, that Hindi is not in conflict with
any other Indian language.
Sometimes a misconception that
Hindi runs counter to other Indian
languages is spread. Nothing can be
further from the truth. Hindi is
India's Rajbhasha and has no inher-
ent conflict with any other Indian

language. Hindi is a friend and com-
rade of all Indian languages.
However, in my view, Hindi and all
other Indian languages need to be a
little flexible. The flexibility will help
address differences among lan-
guages, if any, with a spirit of ac-
commodation and assimilation. This
will further enable languages to
flourish and expand in a cohesive
sense of progressive culture-linguis-
tic companionship.

Some people attach a sense of
superiority to those who are accom-
plished in the English language. The
truth is that language has nothing to
do with an individual's wisdom or in-
tellectual capabilities. Language is
only a medium of articulation and
expression. In fact, a person's intel-
lectual capability has a better
chance of sparkling brighter if edu-
cation is imparted in one's native
language. The education imparted
in a language other than the native
language can limit the intellectual
progress of a child because thinking
abilities are the most compelling in
his or her own native language.
Therefore, in my view, there is a
deep connection between the edu-
cational progress of a child and the
medium of instruction.

Due to the lack of options to study
in native languages, we have so far
been able to exploit not more than 5
per cent of our nation's potential in
research, science, humanities and
other academic fields. Therefore,
India's goal for Atmanirbharta will
receive a big push when education is
imparted in native languages en-
abling us to take full advantage of
our intellectual capabilities. That is
the reason why educationists across

the world are increasingly giving
greater primacy to native languages
as the main medium of teaching that
emboldens people's intellectual
thinking, research, and analytical
abilities.

The father of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi always favoured making
technical and specialised knowledge
more accessible to India's masses by
connecting these with Indian lan-
guages. Gandhi Ji said, "We should
have an army of chemists, engineers
and other experts who will be real
servants of the nation…all these ex-
perts will speak, not a foreign
tongue, but the language of the peo-
ple. The knowledge gained by them
will be the common property of the
people." Following Gandhi Ji's
thoughts, the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, under the New Education
Policy, is working towards imparting
education in native languages—from
primary to technical, to engineering
to law and medical education. The
government is unwavering in its
focus on this. Under this, Madhya
Pradesh has become the first state
to introduce MBBS courses in Hindi.

ndia is firmly marching on the
path of Atmanirbharta as envisioned
by Prime Minister Modi. It is impor-
tant to keep in mind that
Atmanirbharta is not just about busi-
ness, commerce, and services but
also about our languages. It is vital
to make our languages strong to
achieve the goal of Atmanirbharta.
Due to this, the new Education
Policy has laid emphasis on impart-
ing education in native languages.
As a result, Indian languages are
being accorded the deserved impor-
tance in the country's education sys-
tem. Initiatives have been taken to
impart engineering education in
eight Indian languages—Tamil,
Telugu, Malayalam, Gujarati,
Marathi, Bengali, Hindi and
Assamese—by translating books into
these languages. Examinations
under NEET and UGC are now also
being conducted in 12 languages. All
these exemplify the Modi govern-
ment's efforts and initiatives to
strengthen Indian languages.

In the 19th century, Dadbhai
Naoroji described the repatriation of

resources from India as a "drain of
wealth". Today, there is a "drain of
the brain" that we are witnessing in
the 21st century. The same forces
that oversaw the "drain of wealth"
are now involved in the "brain drain"
from India by inducing India's youth
through education in foreign lan-
guages. This situation of "brain
drain" will turn into a position of
"brain gain" when India's youth
start receiving education in their na-
tive languages. Today, measures are
being taken to impart education in
Indian languages that will prevent
India's youth from getting subjugat-
ed by foreign languages and cul-
tures. Instead, they will be empow-
ered to think and stoke their intel-
lectual curiosity in their native lan-
guages.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
whenever presented with an oppor-
tunity, has always worked towards
strengthening and emboldening
Indian languages. Even after the era
of colonisation ended, successive
governments in India, for long peri-
ods, subjected Indian languages to
a sense of inferiority. While most
leaders from India used to speak in
English on overseas and multilateral
platforms, Atal Behari Vajpayee, as
the country's foreign minister,
spoke in Hindi at the United
Nations, marking an occasion of
great honour for Indian languages.
Today, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also speaks in Hindi in over-
seas forums, carrying forward the
legacy of Mr Vajpayee. Modi Ji's
speeches in Hindi have not only
served to establish the honoured
identity of Indian languages but
also raised the self-confidence of
Indians. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's focus on imparting educa-
tion in native languages will not
only bolster Indian languages but
also qualitatively raise the intellec-
tual capabilities of our students. I
am fully confident that for genera-
tions to come Indian languages will
thrive and evolve with a strong fab-
ric of public interest and develop-
ment in a continuum of progressive
adaptability.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  HHoommee  MMiinniisstteerr))

Amy Brodtmann

A s Alzheimer's cases grow,
scientists have been deep in

debate over its causes. Now treat-
ments are on the horizon, the new
race is to ready the health system.
When the US Food and Drug
Administration approved
Alzheimer's drug aducanumab in
June 2021 against the advice of its
own expert committee it triggered
much hand-wringing in the re-
search and medical community.
One group of Australian experts
likened the drugmaker's approval
by the FDA to "winning a Texas
sharpshooter contest by drawing a
bullseye around a bullet hole". The
drug mopped up a protein associat-
ed with the disease but didn't ap-
pear to improve symptoms. More
than a year later, the discussion
has shifted from what has at times
been a nonsensical debate on the
different theories of what causes
Alzheimer's to other issues such as
who should be included in clinical

trials, when to inter-
vene and what out-
comes should be
measured.

Disease-modifying
therapies are now se-
riously on the horizon,
with at least one new
drug likely to gain FDA
approval next year.
Delivering such treat-
ments at scale will re-
quire a restructure of
healthcare delivery.
More than 55 million
people live with de-
mentia, a number reported to be
doubling every 20 years. Supportive
care, the current gold standard in
dementia treatment, is costing the
world more than US 600 billion a
year. Disease-modifying therapies
require in-hospital infusions and
regular scans, all of which come at
a cost, even without factoring in
the high cost of the drugs them-
selves. Despite a greater accept-
ance that late-life dementia is not

caused by just one thing and that
lifestyle risk factors can have a big
contribution, new drug treatments
are likely to change who comes for-
ward for treatment.

People are wary of visiting their
doctor with early symptoms for
fear they will be diagnosed with a
disease with no cure. By the time
they're diagnosed, they might have
progressed to a more advanced
stage. Surveys of GPs in Australia

have found few test
patients for dementia,
largely because their
patients don't want to
participate. Drug
treatments that hold
promise could change
this. With more people
seeking treatment,
awareness of the need
to change lifestyles
could also grow. If we
view dementia as
brain failure, like heart
failure, treatment and
prevention will shift to

be more nuanced. We don't say
there's one cause for heart failure,
or kidney failure or liver failure. As
scientists race against the clock to
find new Alzheimer's treatments,
dementia incidence in middle to
high income countries is actually
declining. But prevalence contin-
ues to grow thanks to ageing pop-
ulations. That incidence is declin-
ing in economically richer coun-
tries has been associated with

their increased interventions for
cardiovascular risk, such as im-
proved diet, reduced smoking and
better treatments of hypertension
and diabetes.

While treatments are still lag-
ging behind the growth in demen-
tia cases, we have turned a corner.
US Congress recently designated a
"National Brain Health Day", and
there has been progress in finding
agents that look like they're affect-
ing brain inflammation, opening
the door to other new treatments.
As with other diseases, it's likely
there will never be a silver bullet. A
combination of therapies, as ended
up being the case for the treatment
of HIV, could end up delivering the
greatest benefit. The focus will be
on prevention, prescribing lifestyle
interventions, such as diet and
physical activity, and then combin-
ing these with therapies that re-
move toxic brain proteins, reduce
brain inflammation and, one day,
restore brain functions affected by
the disease.

Preparing for a world with Alzheimer's treatment
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Vijaykumar H K

C
arbon credits, also known as carbon offsets are permits that
allow the owner to emit a certain amount of carbon dioxide or

other greenhouse gases. One credit permits the emission of one ton of
carbon dioxide or the equivalent in other greenhouse gases.The carbon
credit is half of a so-called cap-and-trade program. Companies that pol-
lute are awarded credits that allow them to continue to pollute up to a
certain limit, which is reduced periodically. Meanwhile, the company
may sell any unneeded credits to another company that needs them.
Private companies are thus doubly incentivized to reduce greenhouse
emissions. First, they must spend money on extra credits if their emis-
sions exceed the cap. Second, they can make money by reducing their
emissions and selling their excess allowances. The carbon credit ex-
change will play a key part as the national trading mechanism to moni-
tor and analyse country's greenhouse gas  emission reduction.Our coun-
try is one of the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitters and we are
aiming to reach net zero emissions by 2070. To achieve this the lower
house of parliament passed an Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill
2022 in August that seeks to establish carbon credits trading. Experts
say that Under a carbon trading scheme, government should encourage
more and more private entities so that they can earn carbon credits by
reducing their greenhouse gas emissions.The same credits can be
bought and sold in markets.India has to become an industrial power-
house while cutting emissions by 100 million tonnes a year by 2028,
highlighting the importance of a robust carbon trading market. A do-
mestic market that is formed in cooperation and close consultation with
relevant industry stakeholders can tremendously accelerate the coun-
try’s transition to become carbon neutral as per environmental studies.
India’s green energy companies, such as Adani Green and carbon offset-
ters like EKI Energy Services, Hero Future Energies, Ayana Renewable
Power and global private equity major, KKR’s Virescent Infra have come
together to develop a carbon credit market to help achieve energy tran-
sition goals. But more companies should come together to develop car-
bon credit market. The government has to take measures imperatively
to make our market more for carbon credit so that it can be utilised to
meet the country's Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) under the
Paris Agreement goals.Our country should have supporting platform
which will allow firms and government agencies to buy and sell carbon
credits and track their emissions on an online dashboard.The carbon
credits if generated it will be first used to meet the country's NDC goals
as per Indian Ministry of Renewable Energy. The remaining can be sold
outside the country. According to the updated NDC, India now stands
committed to reducing the emissions intensity of its GDP by 45 per cent
by 2030, from the 2005 level, and achieving about 50 per cent cumula-
tive electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel-based energy
resources by 2030.Our country should put a step forward towards its
long-term goal of reaching net zero by 2060 and not 2070.We should em-
phasize system of the carbon market. We have to have some sort of car-
bon market every year improving so that carbon credits improve. We
have to keep carbon credits to ourselves to achieve NDCs but anything
beyond that can be sold anywhere in the world. So other countries can
look forward to huge quantities of carbon credits being available in our
country we should take strict measures to diversify its supply chain in
the area of solar manufacturing.  Energy crisis in Europe is a concern. It
is something which is a result of the ongoing conflict (between Russia
and Ukraine) and supply chains getting disrupted. Such disruptions can
happen at any time. One needs to diversify supply chains that not only
go for petroleum products but also for polysilicon to solar modules. We
have take steps to ensure that supply chains are diversified do that it
leads to carbon credits. We have to came up with a Production Linked
Incentive for manufacturing polysilicon cells to solar modules. The activ-
ities should pave the way for India to try to become a carbon-trading
hub for Asia. India should join existing carbon exchanges in other Asian
markets including China and Singapore, which plans to launch futures
trading as early as possible so that the companies look to hedge risks
from greenhouse-gas emissions. Japan and Malaysia are planning simi-
lar exchanges. The another method, which will require changes in the
energy and transport sectors should be supported by  growing embrace
of electric vehicles. We have to make a pledge to achieve net zero emis-
sions by 2070 joining a global commitment to cap warming to less then 3
deg Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

It’s high time for 
Carbon credits

Education in native languages will boost Atmnirbharta

GM mustard neither
Swadeshi nor safe

AMIT SHAH
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Investor response

Mumbai: Enthused
by the overwhelming
retail investor re-
sponse to the recent
InvIT from NHAI,
wherein NCDs worth
Rs 1,430 crore were is-
sued, Union Highways
Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday
said the retail portion
will go up in new such
fund-raising ahead.
The minister was ad-
dressing a gathering
at BSE after listing the
second tranche of the
NHAI Infrastructure
Investment Trust
(InvIT) and NCD,
which earlier this
month raised Rs 1,430
crore and the issue
was oversubscribed
nearly seven times.

IPO price band
New Delhi: Fusion
Microfinance on
Friday said it has
fixed a price band of
Rs 350-368 a share for
its Rs 1,104 crore ini-
tial public offering
(IPO). The initial
share sale will open
for public subscrip-
tion on November 2
and conclude on
November 4. The bid-
ding for anchor in-
vestors will open on
November 1, accord-
ing to the company.
The IPO comprises
fresh issuance of equi-
ty shares worth Rs 600
crore and an offer of
sale of 1,36,95,466 equi-
ty shares by promot-
ers and existing 
shareholders.

Appointment

New Delhi: Adani
Green Energy said it
has received share-
holders’ approval to
appoint Ahlem Friga
Noy as a non-execu-
tive, nominee director
in the company.
Shareholders of the
company has ap-
proved the appoint-
ment of Ahlem Friga
Noy as a director (non-
executive, nominee di-
rector) in an
Extraordinary
General Meeting
(EGM) of the compa-
ny held on Wednesday,
October 26, 2022, a
BSE filing showed.

Deadline extended
New Delhi: The
Central Board of
Direct Taxes on
Thursday extended
the deadline for filing
quarterly TDS state-
ment in Form 26Q for
the June quarter by a
month till November
30. Form 26Q is used
for quarterly filing of
TDS returns on pay-
ments other than
salary. “Considering
the difficulties in fil-
ing of TDS statement
in the revised and up-
dated Form 26Q, the
Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
has extended the due
date of filing of Form
26Q for the second
quarter of financial
year 2022-23 from 31st
October, 2022 to 30th
November, 2022,”
CBDT said in a state-
ment.

LISTING CEREMONY

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari during listing ceremony of non-convertible debentures, at BSE in Mumbai,
Friday, Oct. 28.

Bengaluru, Oct 28: 

There is no country in
the world in terms of
“margin protection” bet-
ter than India where tech-
nology is extensively used
to protect clients’ securi-
ties, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch said
on Friday. The SEBI chief
said that foreign investors
often tell her that she was
fortunate to have in the
country a culture of data
and technology, which is
making the role of the
capital market regulator
effective.

“There is huge technol-
ogy change in the entire
market. It has never been
done anywhere in the
world ever...and we did it
in India. So, today in
terms of margin protec-
tion the protection of
client’s securities there is
nobody better in the world
than India,” Buch said in

her lecture on
‘Data and
Technology in
the Capital
Market’. The
event was or-
ganised by the
Indian Institute
o f
Management-
Bangalore to
mark its 49th
F o u n d a t i o n
Day celebrations on
Friday. Explaining how
data is used for surveil-
lance to check malprac-
tices during trading, the
SEBI chairperson said the
study of algorithm and
alerts make it easy to
study the trading pattern
of people and understand
that this is an ‘insider
trading’. SEBI has also
embedded a QR code
which, Buch said, was
quite radical. When it is
scanned, one can see a
video clip, which showed
the ‘Delta’ positions of the
particular individual

whose trading
pattern is re-
flected. “You
look at that
film, and you
say, ‘this is in-
sider trading.
This cannot be
anything else’.
So, we use data
in our surveil-
lance,” the
SEBI chief ex-

plained. The regulatory
body is also using tech-
nology to check ‘front
running’ in the mutual
fund market. She, howev-
er, said SEBI too had
some setbacks because
the regulation has not
kept pace with technolo-
gy but it is trying to fix
the problem in the next
few months. The SEBI
chief said the board is
now using ‘Suptech’ or
Supervisory Technology
as well to inspect and
make sure that every-
body’s following the
rules. Citing an example

from the mutual fund in-
dustry, she said SEBI
started collecting data
from all the 44 mutual
fund houses operating in
the country. As the data
started coming in, SEBI
told the industry that
they are going to develop
80 algorithms and ex-
plained to them the logic
and the interpretation of
SEBI laws in the light of
the algorithm emanating
from the data. According
to Buch, many of her col-
leagues were quite upset
as they were against re-
vealing the algorithm and
questioned the objective
behind it.

Buch, however, said she
gave an explanation that
satisfied them. “The ob-
jective of the regulator is
not to catch people doing
bad things but to prevent
them doing bad things.
So, we declared that we
are now going to make
these 80 algos,” she ex-
plained.

No country better than India in using tech
to protect clients’ securities: SEBI chief Kakinada (AP), Oct 28:

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal said here
on Friday that foreign
trade would become a
truly defining feature
that would help India be-
come a USD 30 trillion
economy in the Amrit
Kaal. “We have reached
that inflection point, we
are at the cusp, where we
are going to take off. If we
have the ambition to be at
least ten times in the next
25 years...we are looking
to cross the USD 30 tril-
lion economy with a per
capita GDP of 15,000 dol-
lar,” Goyal said. Speaking
as the guest of honour
after inaugurating the
third campus of the
Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade-Kakinada,
along with Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
Goyal noted that foreign
trade would become a
truly defining feature in
the years to come “as we

work in the Amrit Kaal in
the next 25 years and
progress towards a devel-
oped India.” “Amrit Kaal,
leading to the 100 years of
Indian Independence,
will determine the future
of our children and gen-
erations to come. You are
the main stakeholders in
this journey,” he told the
IIFT students. Goyal said
foreign trade was going
to truly help in achieving
the USD 30 trillion ambi-
tious target. “This is the
path that we are going to
achieve. It’s very much
achievable and doable,”

he remarked. The
Commerce Minister
pointed out that the
Indian economy grew
11.8 times in dollar terms
in the last 30 years to USD
3.5 trillion today, from
less than USD 300 billion.
Goyal said India was a
bright spot in the world
today, where other coun-
tries were in recession,
where inflation was five
times high than was usu-
ally seen in some coun-
tries. He said the world
was seeking to engage
with India because it’s a
growing economy.
Political stability, deci-
sive leadership and deft
handling of the economy
have made the world look
up to India. “As we go into
a developed economy sta-
tus, our imports and ex-
ports are going to in-
crease manifold. We have
to have seamless foreign
trade, movement of goods
and services,” he noted.
Goyal said the world
wanted to do “more and
more business with us.”

Foreign trade to be a defining feature in making
India a USD 30 trillion economy: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, Oct 28: 

The high inflation rate in
the last three quarters is
mainly a consequence of
the ‘exogenous’ price
shocks, and addressing the
issue will require coordi-
nated policy efforts, RBI
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) member
Shashanka Bhide has said.
Bhide further said the infla-
tionary pressures are high
and it certainly is a test for
India’s inflation targeting
framework. “The high in-
flation rate in Q2 FY2022-23
follows high inflation in the
previous two quarters.

“High fuel and food
prices and their spillover to
other sectors have sus-
tained the high inflation
rate,” he said in an email
interview with PTI. The re-
tail inflation based on CPI
has remained above 6 per

cent since January 2022,
and it was 7.41 per cent in
September. The MPC fac-
tors in retail inflation while
deciding the RBI’s bi-
monthly monetary policy.
“While this pattern is
mainly a consequence of
the exogenous price
shocks, it is important to
take measures to limit the
spillover of the price
shocks to the rest of the
economy. “Addressing these

issues will require coordi-
nated policy effort, mone-
tary policy and other eco-
nomic policies,” Bhide
said. As per the mandate
given to the RBI by the
Union government, the
central bank is required to
ensure retail inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent with a
margin of 2 per cent on ei-
ther side. Noting that the
present global macroeco-
nomic environment is chal-
lenging in terms of infla-
tionary pressures and
growth, he said, “With its
diverse economic base and
prudent policies, India
should be able to meet these
challenges”. Bhide said the
monetary policy tightening
by the RBI aims to bring
down the inflationary pres-
sures as high inflation ad-
versely affects consump-
tion and investment de-
mand.

High inflation rate mainly a consequence of
exogenous price shocks: RBI MPC member

Mumbai, Oct 28: 

Bajaj Electricals Ltd –
India’s leading consumer
appliances company, un-
veiled its latest brand po-
sitioning – BAJAJ: BUILT
FOR LIFE. This is a large-
scale transformation cam-
paign for the brand
backed by consumer in-
sights, innovation, and ro-
bust R&D capabilities to
offer a strong product
portfolio to enhance the
customer experience. The
brand has released a film
encapsulating its brand
promise that comple-
ments the lives of its mod-
ern-day consumers.

BAJAJ takes pride in
being in tune with the
consumers’ changing
tastes and preferences
and invests in R&D that

helps translate need gaps
into products. Consumer
insights highlight that
today’s consumers are as-
pirers who have the abili-
ty to endure, be resilient
and consistently perform
to take on life’s challenges
that matter most. Their
time-constrained lifestyle
must be ably supported by
home appliances that per-
form seamlessly without
glitches or inefficiencies.
BAJAJ’s new product
portfolio and brand posi-
tioning are inspired by
Indian consumers’ spirit
to endure, not give up, per-
severe and keep perform-
ing. Additionally, the
brand’s category-wise, in-
depth research highlight-
ed multiple consumer
pain points in each cate-
gory, which have been ad-

dressed by considerable
investments in R&D and
product design. Thus, the
new positioning of BUILT
FOR LIFE is a promise of
durability and their re-
sultant portfolio of home
appliances is high en-
durance, aesthetically
pleasing and low mainte-
nance.

At the launch, Mr Anuj
Poddar, MD & CEO of
Bajaj Electricals Limited,
said, “At Bajaj Electricals,
our consumers are at the
heart of our business.
Our brand has always
stood for trust – our con-
sumers’ trust in our prod-
ucts and services for over
80 years. As we take this
legacy forward, we are at
the right juncture to take
the Bajaj brand to the
next level.

Bajaj Electricals unveils its
revamped brand positioning 

London, Oct 28: 

Britain’s newly-elected
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak  thanked his
Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi for con-
gratulating him on his
new role, saying he was
“excited” about what the
two great democracies
can achieve as they deep-
en their security, defence
and economic partner-
ship. His comment came
soon after Prime
Minister Modi spoke to
new him over phone and
congratulated him on as-
suming charge as
British Prime Minister.
“We will work together
to further strengthen
our Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.
We also agreed on the
importance of early con-
clusion of a comprehen-

sive and balanced FTA,”
Modi tweeted. Sunak
replied, “Thank you
Prime Minister
@NarendraModi for
your kind words as I get
started in my new role.
The UK and India share
so much. I’m excited
about what our two great
democracies can achieve
as we deepen our securi-
ty, defence and economic
partnership in the
months & years ahead.”
Sunak, 42, was elected
Conservative Party
leader on Monday, mark-
ing a very special Diwali
for the former
Chancellor of
Exchequer who entered
10 Downing Street as the
youngest British Prime
Minister in 210 years.
His vision for India-UK
bilateral ties has gone
beyond the opportunity

for the UK to sell things
in India, wanting
Britain to also “learn
from India”. India and
Britain launched negoti-
ations for the Free Trade
Agreement in January
with an aim to conclude
talks by Diwali but the
deadline was missed due
to a lack of consensus on
issues. The India-UK
free trade deal is likely
to get the much-needed
impetus with Sunak
moving into 10 Downing
Street as experts see po-
litical stability in the UK
giving momentum to ne-
gotiations. Sunak, in his
previous role as
Chancellor of the
Exchequer, had ex-
pressed support for the
FTA as he saw enormous
opportunities for both
countries in the fintech
and insurance sectors.

‘Excited’ about what UK, India can achieve as they
deepen partnership, PM Sunak tells PM Modi

Mumbai, Oct 28: 

Equity benchmarks
ended higher on Friday
helped by buying in index
major Reliance Industries
along with fresh foreign
fund inflows. Extending
its previous day’s rally, the
30-share BSE benchmark
climbed 203.01 points or
0.34 per cent to settle at
59,959.85. During the day, it
jumped 376.33 points or
0.62 per cent to 60,133.17.
On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 49.85 points or 0.28
per cent to end at 17,786.80
. In the Sensex pack,
Maruti, Reliance
Industries, NTPC, Power
Grid, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Bajaj Finserv,
Titan and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
major winners. Shares of

Maruti climbed nearly 5
per cent after the compa-
ny announced its earn-
ings.

Maruti Suzuki India on
Friday reported an over
four-fold increase in con-
solidated net profit to Rs
2,112.5 crore in the second
quarter ended on
September 30, 2022, riding
on record sales. Tech

Mahindra, Tata Steel, Sun
Pharma, ICICI Bank and
State Bank of India were
among the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower. Stock ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative
territory in mid-session
deals.

Markets log gains for 2nd day
on buying in Reliance

Record sales drive 

Maruti Suzuki Q2 net over

4-fold to Rs 2,112.5 cr

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  2288:: Maruti
Suzuki India on Friday
reported an over four-fold
increase in consolidated net
profit to Rs 2,112.5 crore in
the second quarter ended on
September 30, 2022, riding
on record sales. The compa-
ny had posted a consolidated
net profit of Rs 486.9 crore in
the same period last fiscal,
Maruti Suzuki India said in a
regulatory filing. Total rev-
enue from operations was at
Rs 29,942.5 crore as against
Rs 20,550.9 crore in the year-
ago period. Maruti Suzuki
said it sold a total of
5,17,395 vehicles during the
quarter, its highest ever in
any quarter. “Sales in the
domestic market stood at
4,54,200 units. Exports were
at 63,195 units. Shortage of
electronic components
impacted production by
about 35,000 vehicles in this
quarter,” it added. 

New Delhi, Oct 28: 

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC)  clarified
that electronically gener-
ated certificate of origin
(CoO) issued by the UAE
authority is a valid docu-
ment for claiming customs
duty benefits under India-
UAE free trade agreement.
However, it said that the
certificate has to be issued
in a prescribed format
bearing electronically
printed seal and signa-
tures of the authorised
signatory of the issuing
authority. The trade agree-
ment between India and
the UAE came into force
from May 1 this year.
Under this, domestic ex-
porters of over 6,000 goods
from sectors like textiles,
agriculture, dry fruits,
gem and jewellery get

duty-free access to the
UAE market. On the other
hand, India gives duty-free
access to 7,694 goods com-
ing from the UAE.

A trader has to submit a
‘certificate of origin’ at the
landing port of the import-
ing country to claim duty
concessions under free-
trade agreements. This
certificate is essential to
prove where their goods
come from.

In a communication to
its field formations, the
CBIC said that representa-
tions have been received
with regard to India-UAE
trade deal stating that the
importers are facing diffi-
culties in availing prefer-
ential tariff benefit on the
basis of e-CoO issued by
the issuing authority of
AUE. The agreement al-
ready has provisions for
the same.

E-certificate of origin valid paper
for claiming duty concessions

under India-UAE trade pact: CBIC
Mumbai, Oct 28: 

The rupee declined by 15
paise to close at 82.48 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday as a
stronger greenback in the
overseas markets weighed
on the local unit. However,
a positive trend in domes-
tic equities and fresh for-
eign fund inflows capped
the rupee’s loss, traders
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local currency opened
weak at 82.39 and wit-
nessed a high of 82.29 and
a low of 82.49. It finally set-
tled at 82.48 against the
American currency, regis-
tering 15 paise loss over its
previous close. In the pre-
vious session on Thursday,
the rupee jumped 48 paise
to close at 82.33 against the
dollar. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges

the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose by 0.25 per
cent to 110.86. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.91 per cent to
USD 96.08 per barrel. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rose 203.01 points
or 0.34 per cent to end at
59,959.85, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced
49.85 points or 0.28 per cent
to 17,786.80.

Rupee slips 15 paise to settle
at 82.48 against US dollar

Kajol to tour through

Indian cinema in 

‘The Journey of India’

B
ollywood actress Kajol will be seen
transporting viewers to
Bollywood's captivating legacy

against the backdrop of an actual film set
in action in the upcoming episode of the
hybrid show 'The Journey of India'.

Through the eyes of acclaimed Indian
directors and actors, the episode will
take viewers on an exciting journey to
celebrate the tradition of Indian cinema.
The history of Indian cinema goes back
more than a century - from Dadasaheb
Phalke's 'Raja Harishchandra' in 1913,
first ever dream sequence of 'Alam Ara' -
to awards on the world stage.

Talking about the upcoming episode,
Kajol said, "It's no secret that cinema is
my first love. Films are more than an art
form. It is a form of emotion - a way to
express passion with innovation, driving
audiences across diverse sectors to unite
under the umbrella of spectacular story-
telling. I'm honoured to be a part of a proj-
ect that celebrates the legacy of films and
their role in shaping culture. A big thank
you to the Warner Bros. Discovery team
for making me a part of 'The Journey of
India'." India's film industry is currently
the largest in the world making over 2,000
films every year. Indian movies are
watched around the world by different
cultures, and it is an inspiration for the
creative economy of the world.

The series' latest episode on the legacy
of Indian cinema will premiere on October

31, on discovery+ and Discovery's network of
channels in India in 12 languages including
English, Bengali, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Kannada, Assamese, Oriya,
Marathi, Punjabi and Gujarati.

ACROSS

1. Tribe

5. Emergency tire

10. Prehistoric dwelling

14. Nevada town

15. Artist's stand

16. Genesis locale

17. Cereal grains

18. Road curves

19. Ardent

20. Displace (a TV show)

22. Reduces

24. Secondhand

26. Egg source

27. Blouse

31. Rent contract

34. Make a doily

37. Religious beliefs

39. Enjoyment

41. Circle segments

42. Oklahoma city

44. Met solo

45. Turtle

47. Brawls

49. Compass pt.

50. Penned

52. Brief

53. Fawn's mom

55. Rocker ____ Clapton

57. Assumed names

61. Clung

66. City vehicles

67. Cowboy's tool

69. Explorer Marco ____

70. Not active

71. Prepare to propose

72. Capri or Wight

73. Stains

74. Future flowers

75. Mediocre grades

DOWN

1. Farmer's yield

2. Tragic king

3. Poker bet

4. Sniffer

5. Oozes

6. Pale color

7. Donkey

8. Whirl

9. In addition

10. Desist

11. Indiana Jones, e.g.

12. Blood vessel

13. Outcomes

21. Mongrel

23. Mets' old stadium

25. Exhaust

27. Say

28. Wading bird
29. Astonishing
30. Musical symbol
32. Capone and Pacino
33. Stitched line
35. Zodiac ram
36. Taunt
38. Recipe direction
40. Bargain bonanza
43. GI's club
46. Has creditors
48. Engrave with acid
51. Wiped clean
54. Fertile spots
56. Graven images
57. Sour
58. Lord's wife
59. Antlered animals
60. Sensible
62. Grand
63. Thorny bloom
64. Fashion magazine
65. Easy ____ it!
68. Watch
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Has a certain project been a drag for you
lately, Aquarius? Don't be surprised if
today you get your second wind. You're
looking at your tasks in a practical man-
ner, your interest in them is up, and you're
able to accomplish them quickly and effi-
ciently with minimal stress. Relationships
should also be going well. Make the most
of this while you can!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you could complete a creative project
that you've been working on for a while,
Pisces. You will be more than happy with the
results and inspired to move on to bigger
and better things. You will feel strong
enough to take on just about any type of
project. It's possible that you might get
started on the next one right away. Don't
wear yourself out!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Things seem to be returning to normal
after the hectic pace of late, Aries. Life
has slowed down, and the energy is lower
but more peaceful. There's also no rush to
get anything done. The deadlines can be
postponed to another day. You might take
whatever spare time you have to just lie
back and enjoy the quiet. Don't feel guilty.
You can work hard again tomorrow!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Have you been waiting for a letter or call
from a business or romantic partner for a
long time, Taurus? If so, you will probably
receive it today. Don't be surprised if it's
long! News and useful information could
be exchanged. You will feel energized and
determined once the communication is
completed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your time finally seems to be your own,
Gemini. There are probably no rush
jobs to finish, no urgent phone calls to
make, and no one looking over your
shoulder. This causes a significant
release of stress, and you're better able
than usual to focus on what you have in
front of you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A love relationship seems more stable than
usual today, Cancer. The security wraps itself
around you like a blanket as you consider the
events leading up to this new sense of com-
mitment. You and your partner may spend
the evening doing nothing more than being
together, which feels great! Mark this day in
your memory so you can recall it whenever
your insecurities get the better of you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you may not feel much like working,
and you might even decide to play hooky
from your responsibilities, Leo. If you have
nothing urgent to do, consider indulging
this whim. Relax with a good book and a
cup of tea. Watch a favorite movie. Take a
long walk in a beautiful park. In the evening,
cuddle with a love partner. Savor the day's
gentle energy.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A community issue may come up today
concerning you and your neighbors, Virgo.
Perhaps a virtual meeting will be held.
Something requires change in your neigh-
borhood, and most of you are probably
firmly united behind it. This bodes well for
your future, so you will probably feel good
about the entire situation after the gath-
ering breaks up. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A new opportunity could come your way
today, Libra. There's no promise or guar-
antee, but there is an indication that if you
devote yourself thoroughly, your chances
of progress are pretty good over the next
month for any activity that you begin
today. Keep up the good work and keep
smiling! The latter action is as important
as the former.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Have you wanted to take a certain
online course or workshop, Scorpio? If
so, this is a good day to consider all the
details, make some phone calls, or
enroll. As far as your educational goals
go, you're very focused. You're apt to
stick with any program you decide to
tackle. You're also apt to learn more
quickly and retain more. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Decisions regarding investments, sav-
ings, or other financial matters might
need attention today, Sagittarius. Don't
panic. You're in the right frame of mind
for this. Your business sense is at an all-
time high, as is your ability to focus on
the task at hand. Intuition plays a strong
role. Even if you don't feel like it, it's
important to get this done. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Have you and a friend been discussing the
possibility of going into business togeth-
er? If so, Capricorn, the two of you might
want to have some serious discussions
now about the nature of the business, how
it should be structured, and what the
financial arrangements may be. You're
both sharp enough to see both the prom-
ise and the downside of your enterprise. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sunny Leone
learnt sign 

language for
Vishnu

Manchu-starrer
‘Ginna’

F
or actress Sunny
Leone, it was an up-
hill task to work in

the Vishnu Manchu-star-
rer film 'Ginna'. In addition
to the language being unfa-
miliar to her, she essays a
deaf and mute woman in
the film. The actress put in
a lot of hard work to lend
authenticity to her part in
the film and not make it
look like a caricaturist de-
piction of disabilities on
screen.

The empathic portrayal
of the character was of
prime importance for
Sunny. She trained in sign
languages for a few weeks
with an acting coach, be-
fore the film's shoot began.

Revealing her process,
Sunny said, "My coach and
I sat and storyboarded the
character's graph. Along
with the director and
writer, we tried to under-
stand the backstory. Then
the real challenge of bring-
ing a true-to-reality por-
trayal on screen. My coach
helped me by providing
several reading materials
and videos for my under-
standing." It not only
helped her crack the psy-
che of the character better
but also gave her a peek
into the minds of people
who don't have the luxury
of voice and words."

S
he is just 23 and has
already created a
storm with her un-

filtered lyrics in songs
such as 'Chill Kinda Guy'
and 'Main Nahi Toh Koun'
-rapper Srushti Tawade,
who's a holds Master's de-
gree in English, started
off as a poetess and meta-
morphosed into a raging
rapper with her tracks.

The Mumbai-born
artiste did her schooling
from National English
High School and her col-
lege from SNDT Women's
college. It was her love for
rap and pop culture that
helped her reach where
she is today.

"Being from Mumbai I
have loved rap and pop
culture since childhood. I
like to spread my work
through social media and
so I use Instagram to ex-
pand myself with my un-
filtered lyrics. I am identi-
fied as a writer, poet, rap-
per, satirist," she said.

"On the other hand, I
am a writer whose con-
tent is renowned for being
caustic and unafraid," she
added.

She has also written a
lot of musical parodies.

"I had things to say and
I knew how to say them in
songs so I did that," said
the Internet sensation,
who is currently seen on
'MTV Hustle 2.0'.

Throwing light on her
journey, the rapper said:

"During the Covid epi-
demic, I discovered a new
gift for myself and start-
ed fusing poetry with
some rhythm and pulse.
After investing a lot of
time and energy into this
field, and by continually
working hard laid the
foundation for MTV
Hustle season 2, India's
first Rap/Hip-Hop reality
show."

She added: "Despite
having participated in
and won most of the poet-
ry competitions prior to
the lockdown, I only start-
ed rapping after that. I al-
ways believed that ex-
pressing your emotions
through creating poetry
and stories helps you un-
wind."

Srushti made a name
with her rap 'Chill Kinda
Guy'. The song is based
on God and religious fa-
natics. However, it is the
catchy lyrics and hip-
swaying music that has
caught the eyes of many.

"In 'Chill Kinda Guy', a
call from God is depicted.
Packaged by fanatics
(anti-fans?), God wishes
to clarify the facts so that
"Dikhawe ke liye woh
bhakti bhi na kar paaye
/Mandiron se masjidon
se apne apne ghar jaayein
(they leave the pretense of
devotion/head home
from temples and
mosques)." Then there is
'Main Nahi Toh Kaun?'

Srushti Tawade on her journey from
poetess to a raging ‘desi’ rapper

D
hai Kilo ke haath ke
saath 2 ghante ka
e n t e r t a i n m e n t

bilkul muft..muft..muft!
&pictures brings to you
the world television pre-
miere of Mohalla Assi on
29th October at 9.30pm. If
we recount characters
with full-on swag in the
90’s, we can think of only
one name, Sunny Deol!
His way with dialogues is
what made him a house-
hold name and with
Mohalla Assi, we see this
dumdaar side of Sunny
paaji give some tez-taraar
jawaab to those contesting
his belief system as a new-

age Sanskrit Scholar.
Debuting on the silver
screen, the household face
of TV and OTT platforms,
Sakshi Tanwar dons the
character of Pandit’s
witty and spirited wife. So,
mark your calendars for a
fun-filled night with the
World Television
Premiere of Mohalla Assi
on 29th October at 9.30pm.

Centred around the holy
city of Varanasi, a deter-
mined Sanskrit scholar is
adamant on changing age-
old practices, walking the
righteous path taking the
moral high ground by de-
ciding to take matters into

his own hands as the
world around him
changes and he struggles
to keep up. Based on
Kashinath Singh’s novel
Kashi Ka Assi, the film is
about the changing cul-
tural dynamics and social
fabric at Varanasi’s Assi
Ghat. Will our Pandit ji be
able to cope with this
transition? Will he aban-
don his morals or will he
defy odds to protect his
values?

Find out with the
World Television
Premiere of Mohalla Assi
on &pictures on 29th
October at 9:30 pm.

World TV premiere of
‘Mohalla Assi’ today

It is said that love has per-
fect timing. What happens

when fates are at odds with
love? Watch out for COL-
ORS’ new fiction show 'Pyar
Ke Saat Vachan Dharam
Patnii’. The channel ropes in
popular actors Fahmaan
Khan and Kritika Singh
Yadav in the lead roles of
business tycoon Ravi
Randhawa and school
teacher Pratiksha Parekh
respectively. The upcoming
show chronicles the lives of
two couples who belong to
different strata of society
but are bound by serendipi-
ty. Produced by Ekta
Kapoor’s Balaji Telefilms,
'Pyar Ke Saat Vachan
Dharam Patnii’ revolves
around a happy-go-lucky
girl, who celebrates the little

things in life, but is chal-
lenged by destiny.
On essaying the role of Ravi,
Fahmaan Khan says, “For me
as an actor, nothing beats
the excitement of being part
of a new story. I am excited
to essay the role of Ravi
Randhawa in 'Pyar Ke Saat
Vachan Dharam Patnii’. This
show outlines how challeng-
ing and brutal fate can be
when everything seems to be
on one’s side. The character I
essay has everything that it
takes to be successful, but
he's more than what meets
the eye. It feels wonderful to
be collaborating with one of
the most successful  televi-
sion creators Ekta Kapoor
and COLORS, a channel that
would mark another turning
point in my career.”

Fahmaan and Kritika
enter ‘Pyar Ke Saat

Vachan Dharam Patnii’
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Johor (Malaysia), Oct 28 (PTI):

The Indian junior men's
hockey team played out a
thrilling 5-5 draw against
Great Britain in its last
round-robin league match
of the Sultan of Johor Cup
to remain in contention for
a place in the final.

Poovanna CB (7th
minute), Amandeep (50th),
Araijeet Singh Hundal
(53rd) and Sharda Nand
Tiwari (56th, 58th) were on
target for India while Great
Britain scored through
Max Anderson (1st, 40th),
Harrison Stone (42nd) and
Jami Golden (54th, 56th).

India ended their round-
robin league engagements
on eight points from five
matches and they are cur-
rently at second spot be-
hind Australia who have
already qualified for the
final with 10 points from
four games.

Defending champions
Great Britain are out of
reckoning for the final as
they have collected just

seven points from five
games. South Africa -- also
on six points from four
matches but with far inferi-
or goal difference than
India -- can qualify for the
final if beat Australia later
on Friday. In that case,
India will be out of reckon-
ing.

Great Britain were out of
the blocks faster than
India, with Anderson scor-
ing the first goal of the
game early on. A few min-
utes later, India got on the

score board too, with mid-
fielder Poovanna finding
the back of the net.

The pacy and evenly con-
tested first quarter ended
at 1-1.

The second quarter saw
both the teams continue to
match each other play for
play, with neither allowing
the other a way through.
The match, which is a re-
peat of the final of the 2018
and 2019 editions, went into
the half-time break with
Great Britain and India all

square at 1-1. It was India
who had an early look at
the goal in the third quar-
ter, when they won a penal-
ty corner in the 32nd
minute, but weren't able to
convert. Great Britain
surged ahead five minutes
before the end of the quar-
ter as Anderson scored his
second of the game.

A couple of minutes
later, Harrison Stone added
another for Great Britain
as they took control of the
game, ending the third

quarter 3-1 ahead. India
needed a strong final quar-
ter and began on the front
foot. Five minutes in, India
halved the deficit as
Amandeep got himself on
the scoresheet.

Shortly after, the contest
was back on level terms
with Araijeet Singh
Hundal scored India's third
goal. Great Britain, howev-
er, went through gears in
the next few minutes with
Jami Golden finding the
target in quick succession
in the 54th and 56 minute,
restoring the two-goal ad-
vantage.

Sharda Nand Tiwari's
(56th) penalty corner
brought India right back
into the game. A couple of
minutes later, Tiwari con-
verted another penalty cor-
ner, levelling scores at 5-5.
Neither side could find a
winner and walked away
with a point each.

India's chances of sum-
mit clash berth depend on
the outcome of the
Malaysia versus Japan and
Australia versus South
Africa matches, both of
which will be played later
on Friday.

India play out 5-5 draw against Britain
̈ Sultan of Johor 

Cup hockey

Melbourne, Oct 28 (PTI):

The crucial T20 World
Cup clash between old ri-
vals Australia and
England was on Friday
called off without a ball
being bowled due to inter-
mittent rain, making the
race to semifinals tougher
for the two top teams.

After the Afghanistan-
Ireland game in the after-
noon was washed out at
the MCG, it was a double
whammy for the crowd as
weather played spoilsport
again.

Only two teams each
from the two groups quali-
fy for the semifinals. After
two rained out games on
Friday, England found
themselves in the number
two spot after sharing a
point with Australia. Title
favourites England had
suffered a shock loss to
Ireland in Super 12s.
Australia too have three
points from as many
games after losing their
tournament opener to
New Zealand. They are
fourth in the group with
the worst run rate among
four teams locked on three
points. New Zealand lead
the group and Ireland are

second. Rain has affected
most of the games at the
MCG barring the Indo-
Pak blockbuster played on
Sunday. "That's the wettest
I've ever seen in this stadi-
um. The run-ups were a
real issue and around the
inner circle, it was very
wet. It's more about play-
ers' safety," said Australia
skipper Aaron Finch.

"We saw one of the
Zimbabweans go down
the other day. If you are
trying to run there, it's
going to be a real issue.

Everyone was ready to
play, there was a great
turn-out, disappointing
not to get on. "The amount
of rain that Melbourne
has had has been amaz-
ing." When asked about
Matthew Wade, who was
down with COVID-19, he
added: " "He was going to
play tonight. He had few
symptoms yesterday but
he was good to go."
England skipper Jos
Buttler too expressed dis-
appointment after the sec-
ond no show of the day.

Sydney, Oct 28 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah's ab-
sence no doubt is a huge
loss but that never meant
that the current bowling
unit would deviate from

its individual plans to
over-compensate for the

premier bowler's
absence, senior

India seamer
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar said.

W h i l e
Bumrah was

ruled out of the
T20 World Cup

due to a back stress
f r a c t u r e ,

Bhuvneshwar him-
self had endured a

tough time during
Asia Cup and the sub-

sequent bilateral series
as his performance in
death overs came under
scanner.

However, the Meerut
man has been in excellent
rhythm overall and it was
his first spell of incisive
swing bowling that creat-
ed pressure on Pakistan,
helping young Arshdeep
Singh get wickets of
Mohammed Rizwan and
Babar Azam. So did the
bowling unit do anything
extra to compensate for
Bumrah's absence?

"The kind of bowler
Bumrah is, certainly its a

big loss for the team. It's
not as if we would have to
do something extra that
Bumrah isn't around,"
Bhuvneshwar told re-
porters in mixed zone
after another tight show
against the Netherlands.

"Even if Bumrah would
have been around, and if
needed, we would have
done those extra things.
We are doing exactly what
our strengths are."

When asked if the criti-
cism about his Asia Cup
death bowling had hurt
him having done ad-
mirably well for India for a
decade, Bhuvneshwar did
give an impression that he
wasn't amused.

"Itni saalon mein ek
baar ho gayi cheezein
kharab. So ho gayi. Baat
khatm. (In all these years,
I have had this one off
tournament. It's hap-
pened. It's done and dust-
ed).

"Media and commenta-
tors can say a lot of things
(about death bowling), but
as a team we knew that we
will have our share of ups
and downs.

Bumrah’s absence doesn’t mean we
start doing extra stuff: Bhuvneshwar

Rain washes out England-Australia clash

Australia's Pat Cummins poses for selfies with fans as the ICC
men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between Australia
and England was called off due to rain at Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on October 28.

Afghanistan's match against
Ireland in the T20 World Cup
was abandoned without a
ball being bowled due to
incessant rain at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
here on Friday. Persistent
showers fell across the MCG
for much of the day as
ground staff kept the covers
on and the toss could not be
held as the pitch remained
under wraps. Play was even-
tually called off just after
4.30pm local time, with both
Afghanistan and Ireland
receiving one-point apiece
to stay in contention for a
semi-final berth. The result
pushed Ireland to second
spot behind New Zealand on
net run-rate as both teams
have three points apiece
with Ireland playing one
match extra in Group 1
standings. "We'd played
good cricket and were look-
ing forward to this. Can't do
much about the weather," a
disappointed Ireland captain
Andy Balbirnie said. Ireland
next face Australia at
Brisbane on Monday.

Afghanistan, Ireland
also settle for one

point each

Basel, Oct 28 (AP):

Stan Wawrinka delighted
home fans again at the
Swiss Indoors, digging deep
to beat Brandon
Nakashima 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 in
the second round after fail-
ing to serve out the match
in the second set.

Two days after a straight-
set win over No. 3-ranked
Casper Ruud, the 37-year-
old Wawrinka wasted a
chance for another efficient
victory when he let slip a 5-3

lead and Nakashima took
four straight games to level
the match. Wawrinka hung
with the 21-year-old
American in the decider
then converted the only
break point of the set to
take a 5-4 lead.

The three-time Grand
Slam winner, now ranked
No. 194 after injury-hit sea-
sons, clinched the victory
with a backhand winner.

Wawrinka will face
Roberto Bautista Agut in
the quarterfinals on Friday
after the sixth-seeded
Spaniard eased to a 6-3, 6-2
win over another three-
time Grand Slam champi-
on, Andy Murray. Third-
seeded Felix Augur-
Aliassime cruised to a 6-1, 6-
0 win over Miomir
Kecmanovic as he searches
for his third straight title.
The No. 9-ranked Canadian
won tournaments in
Florence, Italy, and
Antwerp, Belgium over the
last two weeks. Augur-
Aliassime's quarterfinal op-
ponent is Alexander Bublik,
who won 6-3, 6-3 against
Alberto Ramos-Vinolas.

Wawrinka advances
with crowd-pleasing
win at Swiss Indoors

Paris, Oct 28 (PTI):

Indian shuttlers HS
Prannoy and Sameer
Verma suffered contrast-
ing losses to bow out of
the men's singles competi-
tion at the French Open
Super 750 tournament
here.

Prannoy, a Thomas Cup
winner, went down fight-
ing against China's Lu
Guang Zu 19-21 22-20 19-21,
while Sameer lost 18-21 11-
21 to Thailand's Kunlavut
Vitidsarn in the pre-quar-
terfinals stage on
Thursday night.

Kidambi Srikanth also

crashed out of the tourna-
ment after losing to
Rasmus Gemke of
Denmark 21-19 12-21 19-21
in a match that lasted one
hour and 15 minutes.

S e v e n t h - s e e d e d
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty are the
lone surviving Indians in
the tournament.

The duo beat the
Malaysian pair of Man
Wei Chong and Kai Wun
Tee 21-16 21-14 in a round
of 16 match and will face
top-seeded Japanese pair
of Takuro Hohi and Yugo
Kobayashi in the quarter-
finals later in the day.

Washington, Oct 28 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored on his return to the
Manchester United lineup
to seal a 3-0 victory over
Sheriff Tiraspol in the
Europa League that se-
cured a spot in the knock-

out round.
Ronaldo was brought

back into the fold by
United manager Erik Ten
Hag after he was left out of
the squad against Chelsea
in the Premier League for
refusing to come on as a
substitute in a 2-0 win over

Tottenham last week.
The Portugal star start-

ed against Sheriff and net-
ted the last goal nine min-
utes from time on a re-
bound after Sheriff goal-
keeper Maxym Koval
saved his initial header.

Earlier, defender Diogo

Dalot met a corner kick by
Christian Eriksen to head
in the opening goal a
minute before halftime as
United dominated posses-
sion.

Substitute forward
Marcus Rashford headed
home the second in the
second half following a
cross from another substi-
tute, Luke Shaw.

The victory against the
Moldovan club set up a
Nov. 3 decider against Real
Sociedad for first place in
Group E.

Sociedad recorded its
fifth straight victory in the
competition, 2-0 at
Omonoia, to stay three
points ahead of United.

PSV Eindhoven became
the first team to hold
Arsenal scoreless this sea-
son, beating the Gunners
2-0 to keep alive the fight
for first place in Group A.

Joey Veerman and sub-
stitute Luuk de Jong
scored in the second half
for PSV to hand Premier
League leader Arsenal
only its second loss of the
season in all competitions
and first in the Europa
League.

De Jong set up Veerman
to shoot past Aaron
Ramsdale from inside the
area in the 56th minute be-
fore heading in the second
seven minutes later.

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI):

It will be a clash between
India's batting firepower and
South African pace attack
when the two teams meet in
the T20 World Cup on Sunday,
said former Proteas all-round-
er Lance Klusener.
India lead Group 2 with two
wins in as many games while
South Africa are second with
three points from two games
including a no result against
Zimbabwe.
"We might see another pacer
in Perth. I was really
impressed with the way
(Tabraiz) Shamsi bowled the
other night. He is a wicket-
taker. "It is about to change
the balance of the team a bit
with Dwaine (Pretorius) being
injured...the game there for
me will be how well the Indian
batsmen can handle the pace
of South Africa," said Klusener
during a virtual interaction
which also involved Ritesh
Patel, Owner of Morrisville
Samp Army.

Sydney, Oct 28 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja's void
is difficult to fill but the
Indian team management
has asked Axar Patel to be
mentally ready as he
would be asked to bat in
the top six as and when re-
quired.

With India's top six com-
prising of all right han-
ders and Rishabh Pant not
currently in the mix, the
need for a left-hand batter
to upset the rhythm of op-
position is paramount.

Axar was sent at No.5
against Pakistan but the
move didn't pay off as he
was run out for one.

"They (Pakistan) had
left-arm spinner Nawaz
and leg-spinner Shadab so
it was important to send a
left-hander and I was
asked to go," Axar, who
had a good performance
against the Netherlands,
told media persons in the
mixed zone.

"Since our top six are
right handers, I have been
told by management that if
need be I will be promoted
in the middle overs and I
should be ready for that.
That role is already as-
signed and I have per-
formed in practice games,"
said the Gujarat all-round-
er. After a nightmarish sin-
gle over against Pakistan
where he was hit for three
sixes by Iftikhar Ahmed,

Axar came back strongly
against the minnows with
a fine performance of 2/18
in 4 overs.

"The pitch was a bit dry
and the ball was stopping
and coming. The ball was-
n't exactly gripping so I
was told to hit the deck
hard as it was difficult to
hit through the line. So

that was the plan," Axar
said after the match as
both him and R Ashwin
bottled up the Dutch.

Axar said that when he
analyzed the Pakistan
match, he found that it was
one odd game where batter
had upperhand and he
needed to quickly get over
the disappointment.

Prannoy, Sameer
lose in French Open
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Ronaldo scores on return, Man
United beats Sheriff 3-0 in EL

Manchester United's Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo scores the team's third goal during the
UEFA Europa League Group E football match between Manchester United and Sheriff Tiraspol, at Old
Trafford stadium, in Manchester, north-west England.

It will come down 
to how well Indian

batters handle 
South African 

pacers: Klusener

Have been told that I will bat up
the order when need be: Axar

New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Congress on Friday
said the Election
Commission does not have
the jurisdiction to regulate
issues such as freebies, and
urged the panel to focus on
ensuring free and fair polls
through proper implemen-
tation of Election Laws.

The poll panel on
October 4 had proposed
amending the model code
to ask political parties to
provide authentic informa-
tion to voters on the finan-
cial viability of their poll
promises, a move that came
amid the freebies versus
welfare measures debate
that had triggered a politi-
cal slugfest.

Such issues are part of
the dialectics of a vibrant
democratic system and de-
pend on wisdom, discern-
ment and analysis of the
electorate which should
never be taken to be less
than acute, the opposition
party said.

"It is really something
which is to be decided, be it
pre-election or post-elec-
tion, be it by way of elec-
toral punishment or elec-
toral acceptance and re-
ward that the electorate de-
cides the wisdom of such
poll promises or campaign
assurances and equally de-
cides their breach and non-
compliance," Congress gen-
eral secretary communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh wrote

to the Election Commission
(EC).

"Neither the Election
Commission, nor the gov-
ernment, nor indeed even
the courts, have jurisdic-
tion to justiciate and regu-
late such issues. It would
therefore be best for the
commission to desist from
doing so," he said.

The EC had also said
that empty poll promises
have far-reaching ramifica-
tions, adding it cannot
overlook the undesirable
impact inadequate disclo-
sures on election promises
have on financial sustain-
ability.

In a letter to all recog-
nised national and state
parties, the commission

had asked them to submit
their views on the propos-
als by October 19.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate told a
press conference that the
matter first came up when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 16 raised the
issue of "revris" (freebies),
after which the EC took up
the issue and wrote to par-
ties seeking their response.

She said the debate on
the issue of "revris" in a
democracy is distorted as it
is the duty of any govern-
ment to take care of the
poor and oppressed classes,
and evolve schemes for
their upliftment.

The Congress in its re-
sponse to the EC proposal

has said that "the issue
does not fall under the poll
body's jurisdiction" and
asked "how can the
Election Commission de-
cide on the definition of
freebies". "It should first
implement the existing poll
laws properly and there are
more burning issues that
need to be taken care," she
said.

Ramesh in the party's re-
sponse to the EC has noted
that the commission has in
the past demonstrated
great wisdom and restraint
in exercise of this power,
choosing to circumscribe
and limit campaign actions
which tilt the field in
favour of one party over
the other.

Former Gujarat CM’s son 
Mahendrasinh Vaghela joins Congress

Ahmedabad, Oct 28 (PTI):

M a h e n d r a s i n h
Vaghela, son of former
Gujarat Chief Minister
Shankersinh Vaghela,
joined the Congress on
Friday, ahead of the
state Assembly election.

The 58-year-old for-
mer MLA was wel-
comed into the fold by
Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Jagdish Thakor at
the party headquarters
here.

The development has
come ahead of the state
Assembly election,
which is expected to be
held by December.

Talking to reporters,
Mahendrasinh said he
was joining the
Congress without any
expectations and will
fight the polls if the
party wants.

Mahendrasinh, who

was a Congress MLA
from Bayad in north
Gujarat between 2012
and 2017, had quit the
party in August 2017, a
few months before the
Assembly elections,
and later joined the
BJP.

"The party leadership
will decide whether I
fight the polls or not. I
have joined the
Congress without any
expectations. I had
quit the BJP immedi-
ately after joining be-
cause I was not com-
fortable and that was
the reason why I had
not attended any of
their events," he said.

Mahendrasinh was
one of the eight
Congress MLAs, in-
cluding his father
Shankersinh, who
had crossvoted in the
Rajya Sabha polls in

favour of the BJP can-
didate in August 2017
and later resigned from
the party.

Despite the crossvot-
ing, Congress candi-
date, late Ahmed Patel,
had won the election by
defeating the BJP's
Balwantsinh Rajput.

N o t a b l y ,
Mahendrasinh had not
contested the 2017 state
Assembly election.

Mahendrasinh joined
the ruling BJP in July
2018 and resigned in
October, barely three
months after joining
the fold.

Without elaborating
much about his sudden
decision to quit the
party, he had stated at
the time in his resigna-
tion letter that he was
resigning due to some
"personal reasons".

SC to hear on Oct 31 plea seeking
appointment of chairperson, 

others in law panel
New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear on
October 31 a PIL seeking a
direction to the Centre to
declare the Law
Commission as a "statuto-
ry body" and appoint the
chairperson and members
to the panel. According to
the cause list of October 31
uploaded on the apex
court website, the petition
is slated to come up for
hearing before a bench
comprising Chief Justice
U U Lalit and Justices S R
Bhat and Bela M Trivedi.

In a reply to the PIL,
filed by the Ministry of
Law and Justice in
December 2021, it was said

that there was no proposal
under consideration to
make the Law
Commission a statutory
body. "It is submitted that
the 22nd Law Commission
was constituted on
February 21, 2020, and the
appointment of chairper-
son and members is under
consideration with con-
cerned authorities.
However, no proposal is
under consideration to
make the Law
Commission a statutory
body," the ministry had
said in its affidavit.

The Ministry had sub-
mitted that the petition
filed by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay is frivo-
lous and not maintainable

as being devoid of merits.
The PIL, which made

the ministries of Home
Affairs and Law and
Justice as well as the Law
Commission of India as
parties, said the cause of
action arose on August 31,
2018 and is still continuing
when the tenure of the
21st Law Commission
ended but the Centre has
neither extended the
tenure of its chairperson
and members nor notified
the 22nd Law Commission.

"Although on February
19, 2020, the Centre ap-
proved the constitution of
Twenty-second Law
Commission but it has not
appointed the chairperson
and members till date,"

Upadhyay said in the peti-
tion filed through advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey.
The plea, which sought a
direction to the Centre to
appoint the chairperson
and members to the 22nd
law panel, has also urged
the top court to do the
needful itself.

"Alternatively, being
custodian of the
Constitution and protector
of fundamental rights, the
Court may be pleased to
use its plenary constitu-
tional power to appoint the
chairperson and members
of the Twenty Second Law
Commission of India and
declare that the Law
Commission of India is a
statutory body," it said.
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School students sing classic Kannada songs as part of ‘Koti Kanta Gaayana’, a programme organised to facilitate
mass singing of six classic Kannada songs including the state anthem, in Chikmagalur, Friday.

MASS SINGING

Buddhist monks perform traditional puja at the foothill of Dhauli Peace Pagoda during its golden jubilee 
celebrations, in Bhubaneswar, Friday.

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Delhi University to announce 2nd
round of seat allocation list for

admission to UG courses on Sunday
New Delhi, Oct 28 (PTI): 

Delhi University will
announce the second
round of the seat alloca-
tion list for admission
to undergraduate pro-
grammes on Sunday,
varsity officials said.

The allotted seats for
candidates in the sec-
ond round will be open
for two days till
November 1, the univer-
sity said.

As many as 59,100
candidates secured ad-
mission in Delhi
University's first round

of seat allocations.
Following the conclu-
sion of the first round
of allocation, the uni-
versity displayed va-
cant seats for the sec-
ond round.

The candidates were
given two days window
to opt for an upgrade
and reorder their pref-
erences. Nearly 60 per
cent of them have opted
for an upgrade to their
h i g h e r
'programme+college
combination' prefer-
ence, a varsity official
said Thursday.

More than 25 per cent
of the 59,100 candidates
have frozen their seats,
he added

"Based on the avail-
ability of the seats, the
university will declare
CSAS Round-II on 05:00
P.M. Sunday, October 30,
2022. For the Second
Round of allocations,
the candidates should
accept the allocated
seat from 10:00 A.M.
Monday, October 31,
2022, to 04:59 P.M.
Tuesday, November 01,"
a senior varsity official
said.

Hyderabad, Oct 28 (PTI): 

Congress leaders from
various states on Friday
joined party leader Rahul
Gandhi in his ongoing
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' in
Telangana. Former
Union Minister Bhakta
Charan Das from Odisha
and Jitu Patwari from
Madhya Pradesh were
among the leaders who
took part in the yatra.

It was a 'mini Bharat
Jodo' yatra with leaders
from different states com-
ing to walk with Gandhi,
said Jairam Ramesh,
AICC General Secretary,

in charge of communica-
tions.

"During the morning
session today in the
#BharatJodoYatra in
Telangana, we witnessed
a mini @bharatjodo with
leaders coming from
Tripura, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Odisha,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Goa and Madhya Pradesh
to walk with
@RahulGandhi today,"
Ramesh tweeted.

The Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra re-
sumed from Yeligandla in
Narayanpet district of
Telangana on Friday and

it will halt at
Mahabubnagar for the
night. This is the third
day of the yatra in
Telangana.

The yatra kicked off at
around 6.10 AM with
Jairam Ramesh, AICC
leader KC Venugopal and
Telangana Congress pres-
ident A Revanth Reddy
and party leaders joining
Gandhi.

Gandhi called two
school girl students who
were waiting for him on
the roadside during the
yatra and walked with
them for some distance.

The Gandhi scion-led

yatra completed 26.7 km
on Thursday, before halt-
ing for the day at Sri
Balaji Factory, Makthal
for the night, according to
party sources.

The yatra will cover 19
Assembly and 7
Parliamentary con-
stituencies spanning a
total distance of 375 km,
before entering
Maharashtra on
November 7. The yatra
will take a one-day break
on November 4.

The Wayanad MP will
meet intellectuals, lead-
ers of various communi-
ties, including personali-

ties from the sporting,
business and entertain-
ment sectors.

He will also visit prayer
halls, mosques and tem-
ples across Telangana,
members of the
Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
said. The Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced on
September 7 from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu.

Gandhi completed the
marathon walk in Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka, before begin-
ning the Telangana leg of
the yatra.

Cong leaders from various states join
Rahul Gandhi in Bharat Jodo Yatra

EC doesn’t have jurisdiction to 
regulate issues like freebies: Cong

Haryana Police razes
illegal property of

drugs peddler
Chandigarh, Oct 28 (PTI):
In a crackdown against
people involved in drugs
trade, Haryana Police on
Friday demolished an ille-
gal house of a drug ped-
dler in Sirsa district. A
Haryana Police spokesper-
son said here that a joint
team of police and civil ad-
ministration bulldozed the
illegal construction of
Nirmal Singh, a resident
of village Ganga in Sirsa.
“Nirmal had built a house
on illegally occupying
about 200 yards of
Panchayati land, which
was demolished with the
help of local administra-
tion,” the spokesperson
said in a statement.
Presently, Singh is lodged
in district jail Sirsa,
he said.


