
Militant killed
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An unidentified
militant was killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on Sunday, police said. An
encounter broke out
between militants and
security forces in the
Asthan Marg area of
Kulgam in which one ter-
rorist was killed, a police
official said.

Rescue 
MMuummbbaaii:: Police here have
rescued a two-month-old
girl, who was allegedly
kidnapped two days back
from south Mumbai, and
arrested a couple in this
connection within 12
hours of the offence, a
senior official said on
Thursday. The accused
allegedly wanted to sell
the child, he said, adding
that police suspect the
couple might have been
involved in more cases of
child kidnapping.

Maoists arrested
LLaatteehhaarr:: Three Naxalites
were arrested in
Jharkhand's Latehar dis-
trict on Thursday, police
said. They were arrested
from Dakadiri forest in
Balumath police station
area, about 110 km from
capital Ranchi, a senior
police officer said. They
were identified as Tritiya
Sammelan Prastuti
Committee (TSPC) sub-
zonal commander Viraj
Ganjhu, who had a bounty
of Rs 5 lakh, area com-
mander Nathuni Singh and
Vijay Bhuiyan, he said.

Humiliated 
PPaattnnaa:: A 22-year-old Dalit
man, who fell in love with
a woman of another reli-
gious faith, was allegedly
humiliated by members of
her community in full
public glare in Bihar, a
senior police officer said
on Thursday. The incident
took place in Samastipur
district where the man
was forced to lick the
ground, and a video of the
act was uploaded by the
perpetrators,
Superintendent of Police
Hriday Kant said.

Arrested 
GGoonnddaa:: A doctor has been
arrested for allegedly rap-
ing a patient after admin-
istering an injection to
her, police said on
Wednesday. The matter
came to light after a pur-
ported video of the inci-
dent began doing the
rounds online. The
accused doctor, identified
as Ajmal of Khargupur
police station limits, ran a
private clinic. 
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Raipur, Oct 27: 

A special court here on
Thursday sent an Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer and two oth-
ers, including a business-
man, to 14-day judicial cus-
tody in a money launder-
ing case linked to alleged
extortion of money from
coal and mining trans-
porters in Chhattisgarh.

IAS officer Sameer
Vishnoi, businessman
Sunil Agrawal and advo-
cate Laxmikant Tiwari
were arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on October 13 follow-
ing their questioning after
the agency launched

multi-city raids in the
state on October 11.

The accused were pro-
duced before the court of
additional district and ses-
sions judge Ajay Singh
Rajput on Thursday on ex-
piry of their ED custody,
Tiwari's lawyer Faizal
Rizvi said. He said the

court sent them to 14-day
judicial custody and they
will be kept in jail.

On October 13, the court
had allowed custodial in-
terrogation of the trio by
the ED for eight days and
on October 21 extended
their remand for six more
days. The trio was arrest-
ed under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). Vishnoi, a
Chhattisgarh cadre IAS of-
ficer of the 2009-batch, was
earlier posted as chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) of
the Chhattisgarh Infotech
Promotion Society.

As per case details,
Laxmikant Tiwari, a
lawyer from Mahasamund
district, is the uncle of coal
businessman Suryakant
Tiwari (who is stated to be
absconding) whose proper-

ties were also covered dur-
ing searches carried out by
the ED. The anti-money
laundering agency had
also carried out searches
at Laxmikant Tiwari's resi-
dence in Mahasamund
town. Sunil Agrawal, di-
rector of the Indermani
Group, which is involved
in coal trading, is said to be
closely associated with
Suryakant Tiwari. In a re-
lease issued on October 14,
the ED had claimed a "mas-
sive scam" was taking
place in coal transporta-
tion in Chhattisgarh,
under which a "cartel" of
politicians, officers and
others was allegedly run-
ning a "parallel system of
extorting illegal levy",
which is generating about
Rs 2 crore to Rs 3 crore
daily.

Raipur, Oct 27: 

Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais has said he
has sought a "second opin-
ion" in a case of office-of-
profit that has triggered a
political crisis in the state,
amid the BJP's demand for
dismissal of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren.

Bais, who was in his
hometown Raipur on Diwali
festival, on Wednesday
claimed an "atom bomb
could explode any time in
Jharkhand", apparently in-
dicating towards his pend-
ing decision in the matter.

Following a petition by
the BJP seeking Soren's dis-
qualification from the
Assembly in the office-of-
profit case, the Election
Commission had sent its de-
cision to the Jharkhand gov-
ernor on August 25, spark-
ing a political crisis in the
state. Though the EC's deci-
sion has not yet been made
official, there is a buzz that
the poll panel has recom-
mended the chief minister's

disqualification as an MLA
in connection with a mining
lease.

Asked about Soren's cabi-
net colleagues accusing Bais
of acting with vendetta to
destabilise the Jharkhand
government, the governor
said, "Look, if my intention
was that, I could have taken
a decision based on the rec-
ommendation of the
Election Commission. But, I
didn't want to take any ac-
tion to defame anyone or
with an intention of vendet-
ta."

"I am holding a constitu-
tional post and I have to pro-
tect the Constitution. No one
should point fingers at me

saying I have acted out of re-
venge, therefore I have
asked for a second opinion,"
the governor told a news
channel. Bais, however, did
not elaborate on the EC's
recommendation and from
whom he has sought a sec-
ond opinion.

Asked whether a big deci-
sion will come to fore after
receiving the second opin-
ion, the governor said,
"...bursting crackers is
banned in Delhi but not in
Jharkhand. May be one
atom bomb could explode
there." On October 15, CM
Soren said his is an unprece-
dented case in which "a
criminal or an accused" is
pleading for punishment
while the constitutional au-
thorities that should have
pronounced judgment are
silent. The CM was refer-
ring to the threats of his dis-
qualification as an MLA on
the basis of the purported
EC advisory to Governor
Bais in the office-of-profit
case following a petition by
the BJP.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

The Indian Space
R e s e a r c h
Organisation (ISRO)
will start a series of
test flights for India's

maiden human space flight
mission from February
next year, a senior official
said here on Thursday.

The space agency also
plans to deploy the heavy
lift Chinook helicopter and
the C-17 Globemaster
transport aircraft for test-
ing the crew module,
which will carry astro-
nauts into the orbit for
three days as part of the
Gaganyaan human space
flight mission, R
U m a m a h e s h w a r a n ,
Director of ISRO's Human

Space Flight Centre said.
Addressing the India

Space Congress here, he
said scientists at ISRO had
completed the design of
the Environment Control
System, which will ensure
ambient living conditions
for astronauts in the crew

service module when they
are orbiting the earth.

At least 17 different tests
are planned by ISRO next
year before it carries out
the unmanned space flight
in December next year.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced the Gaganyaan
Mission in his
Independence Day address
in 2018 with a tentative tar-
get of achieving it in 2022,
when the country complet-
ed 75 years of freedom
from colonial rule.

However, the Covid pan-
demic led to several delays
and the first Indian astro-
nauts are likely to under-
take their maiden space-
flight by the end of 2024 or
early 2025.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday
decided to hand over to the
NIA the probe into the re-
cent blast near a temple in
Coimbatore, officials said.

The decision came after
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin rec-
ommended an investiga-
tion by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) into the Sunday
blast in which an engineer
was killed.

"The Union home min-
istry decided to hand over
the Coimbatore blast case
to the NIA," an official
said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment said the decision to
recommend the probe han-
dover to the central anti-

terror agency was taken as
there is involvement of
factors "extraneous to the
state" and "possible inter-
national links".

On Sunday, a car loaded
with two gas cylinders ex-
ploded near a temple in
Coimbatore. It was being
driven by one Jameesha
Mubin, a 29-year-old engi-
neering graduate.

Mubin had attempted to
get past a police check post
near the temple, but fled
after failing to do so, state
police chief C Sylendra
Babu told reporters on
Monday.

Police have arrested five
people who had been in
contact with Mubin, and
charged them under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The BJP on Thursday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
corrected "blunders" of
Jawaharlal Nehru related to
Jammu and Kashmir's acces-
sion to India by nullifying
Article 370 and demanded an
apology from the Congress.
Addressing a press confer-

ence on the 75th anniversary
of the region's accession, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
alleged that the first prime
minister committed five blun-
ders, including delaying
action on the accession pro-
posal of the region's king Hari
Singh. Jammu and Kashmir,
and the country in general
had to pay a price for it while
this allowed Pakistan to cap-
ture a part of the region
(Pakistan-occupied Kashmir),
he said. Bhatia quoted from
Nehru's statement to assert
that the king had first moot-
ed the idea in July 1947 but
the then prime minister
dithered and allegedly priori-
tised his and his friend's
interests, a reference to
Sheikh Abdullah, while
neglecting the country's.

Surajkund, Oct 27 (PTI): 

It is the collective re-
sponsibility of states and
the Centre to effectively
tackle trans-border
crimes, Home Minister
Amit Shah said on
Thursday.

"In our Constitution,
law and order is a state
subject...but we can be suc-
cessful against trans-bor-
der or borderless crimes
only when all states sit to-
gether to ponder over
them, make a common
strategy and (make) ef-
forts to curb them," he said
here. Shah was addressing
a two-day 'Chintan Shivir'
organised with the objec-
tive to prepare an action
plan for the implementa-

tion of 'Vision 2047' and
'Panch Pran' announced in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Independence Day
speech. The home minis-
ter said it is the collective
responsibility of states to
effectively tackle crimes
operating from across the
country's border or states'
borders or regional crimes
to make society free from
fear.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Sunday lay the
foundation stone of a manu-
facturing facility in
Gujarat's Vadodara for pro-
duction of C-295 transport
aircraft for the IAF by a con-
sortium of European de-
fence major Airbus and
Indian conglomerate Tata,
in what is billed as a major
boost to the domestic aero-
space sector. Making the an-
nouncement at a media
briefing, Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar said the facility
will cater to export of the
aircraft as well as for addi-
tional orders by the Indian
Air Force. In September last
year, India sealed an over Rs

21,000 crore deal with
Airbus Defence and Space
to procure 56 C-295 aircraft
to replace the ageing Avro-
748 planes of the IAF.

Under the agreement,
Airbus will deliver the first
16 aircraft in 'fly-away' con-
dition from its final assem-
bly line in Seville, Spain
within four years and the
subsequent 40 aircraft will
be manufactured and as-
sembled by the Tata
Advanced Systems (TASL)

in India as part of an indus-
trial partnership between
the two companies.

It is the first project of its
kind in which a military
aircraft will be manufac-
tured in India by a private
company. The total cost of
the project is Rs 21,935 crore.
The aircraft can be used for
civilian purposes as well.

Kumar said the indige-
nous content in the plane
will be as high as "96 per
cent of the work that Airbus
does at its facility in Spain
will be done in India",
adding it would not include
the engine of the aircraft.

Alappuzha (Ker), Oct 27 (PTI): 

With the outbreak of
avian influenza being con-
firmed among ducks in the
district, authorities on
Thursday began opera-
tions to cull over 20,000
birds in Vazhuthanam
ward in Haripad
Municipality here to
check spread of the dis-
ease.

The presence of the in-
fection was confirmed
after the samples of dead
birds were sent to the
National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases
in Bhopal for examina-
tion. From October 28

(Saturday), all birds locat-
ed within a km radius of
the epicentre of the dis-
ease, would be culled, dis-
trict authorities said here
in a statement.

As many as 20,471 ducks
would be killed and eight
Rapid Response Teams
(RRTs), with 10 members
each, are engaged in
culling operations as per
the directives of veterinar-
ians and adhering to the
central norms in this re-
gard, it said.

As the culling proce-
dures progressed under
District Animal
Protection Officer D S
Bindhu, people's represen-
tatives and officials of var-
ious departments includ-
ing revenue and health
visited the infected area.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

IAS Vishnoi in 14-day
judicial custody

̈ Along with 
two others  

Sameer Vishnoi
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Avian flu confirmed in
ducks in Alappuzha

̈ Over 20,000 birds
to be culled

TEARFUL ADIEU

Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Kali in the Ganga river after Kali Puja festival celebrations, in Kolkata, Thursday. 

‘Collective responsibility of states
and Centre to tackle crimes’

B
IG

 D
EA

L Gujarat lands mega 22,000-cr project
with Tatas and Airbus

̈ To manufacture C-295
transport aircraft 

‘Nehru made ‘blunders’ on
Kashmir, Modi corrected them’

Gaurav Bhatia

Bareilly (UP), Oct 27 (PTI):

A Rampur court on
Thursday sentenced
Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan to three years in
jail in a 2019 hate speech
case, a government lawyer
said.

However, the court grant-
ed bail to the Rampur MLA,
allowing him time to file an
appeal in a higher court. The
MP/MLA court also im-
posed a fine of Rs 25,000 on
Khan, advocate Ajay Tiwari
said. The case was registered
against Khan in Rampur in
April 2019 for levelling seri-
ous allegations against ad-
ministrative officials posted
in Rampur and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
during an election meeting.

The Special MP/MLA court
of Rampur found Khan
guilty under Section 153-A
(inciting religious feelings),
505-A (giving false statement
intended to create feelings of
enmity, hatred or animosity
between different communi-
ties) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and Section 125
(promoting animosity be-
tween different classes in
connection with elections) of
the Representation of the
People Act. The court sen-
tenced him to three years im-
prisonment and imposed a

fine of Rs 25,000 on him, gov-
ernment advocate Ajay
Tiwari said.

2019 HATE SPEECH CASE

Azam Khan gets three-year jail

The case was registered
against Khan in Rampur in
April 2019 for levelling seri-
ous allegations against
administrative officials post-
ed in Rampur and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath during an
election meeting.

Emerging out of the court
after the verdict, Khan in his
first comments said bail is a
mandatory provision of the
law. "I have firm belief in
justice," he told reporters.

What was the case....

What Khan said...

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) becomes
the first Central Public
Sector Enterprise (CPSE)
to achieve the major mile-
stone of procurement
value of Rs 10,000 (Ten
Thousand) Crore through
the Government-e-
Marketplace (GeM) since
inception, informed a
press communique from
the local SAIL unit- the
Bhilai Steel Plant.

It further stated that
SAIL has been at the fore-
front in partnering with
GeM and has played an ac-
tive role to create different
functionalities to enhance
the reach of the GeM por-
tal. From a small begin-
ning of Rs 2.7 Crore in
FY'18-19, it has already
crossed the total value of
Rs 10,000 Crore in this
year. Incidentally, SAIL
was the largest CPSE pro-

curer on GeM in the previ-
ous Financial Year with a
value of Rs 4,614 Crore. In
the current fiscal, SAIL
has already surpassed the
achievement of previous
year with procurement of
over Rs 5,250 Crore till date
and is committed to sub-
stantially increase the vol-
umes on GeM. SAIL is
proud to be a flag bearer of
this digital initiative of
the Government of India.

Chandramukhi Devi 
BBhhiillaaii::  Housing
Board Colony
r e s i d e n t
Chandramukhi
Devi, wife of
H a r e r a m
Mishra, left for

heavenly abode the other day.
Last rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of Late Mithilesh Mishra, Mohan
Mishra and Manoj Mishra.

OBITUARY

SAIL crosses Rs 10,000
Crore Procurement

Value on GeM

Durg mayor calls meeting
regarding preparedness

for Chhath Mahaparv

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2277:: Durg Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal on Thursday called a meet-
ing of Health Department at the
data centre to check on the pre-
paredness for the Chhath Mahaparv.
During the meeting the Durg Mayor
gave instructions to the Health
Department staff for cleanliness of
the ghats where people gather for
performing religious rituals. 

He said that in all the ponds,
Ward 3 Math Para Talab, Ward 57
Urla Talab , Ward 7 Luchki Talab,
Ward 29 Sheetla Mandir Talab, Ward
17 Shakti Nagar Talab, Ward 21
Pujari Talab, Ward 23 Deepak Nagar
Rewa Talab, Ward 50 Borsi Bhatha
Talab, Ward 52 Borsi Vrindavan
Talab including Borsi Sheetla Talab
Ward 53 Ward 59 and insisted on

spraying of lime and bleaching pow-
der. In the ponds and reservoirs
where there has been an increase in
the water level, there should be a
lifeguard deployed by the corpora-
tion so that the devotees do not go
to the depth area of the ponds and
reservoirs. 

Besides a total of 12 Chhath
Ghats in the municipal area, some
other Chhath Ghats has also been
added to the list. All Chhath Ghats
will be maintained before the begin-
ning of Chhath Mahaparv. Executive
Engineer Pramod Dubey, Shankar
Dayal Sharma, Health Officer Javed
Ali, Suresh Bharti, Raju Singh,
Manohar Shinde, Ramlal Bhatt,
Rajendra Sarathe, and others were
present. Better sanitation and illu-
mination facilities should be provid-
ed for Chhath Vratis.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: The sec-
ond day of Skandasasthi
silver jubilee celebrations
in Skandashram com-
menced with Gau Puja.
This was followed by Shri
Maha Ganapati and Shri
Haridra Ganpati Home for
increasing possibilities in
the fields of business and
for achieving good luck.

After that a havan was
performed for the removal
of Navagraha dosha,
peace of mind, debt elimi-
nation and relief in im-
prisonment. In the after-
noon, Aapamrityu yajna
was conducted for dosha
nivritti and relief from all
chronic diseases and
death fear.

The evening ceremony
began with the
Manyusukatam havan,
which was conducted for
the liberation from the
enemy's fear. At 07:30 in
the evening, Sarveshwar

Havan was conducted to
get rid of the evil eye, evil,
negative, destructive,
dark forces and fear.
Aghorarudra Havan was
performed at 08:30 in the
night for the removal of
vampire obstruction, re-
moval of evil house de-
fects and release from de-
pression. At 09:30, Deep
Aaradhana and prasad
distribution were held.

On October 28 morning,
Lakshmi Ganapati Havan

will be conducted for the
powerful remedy for
wealth, high financial sta-
tus, harmony and success
in family matters and to
remove all obstacles,
dasha problems. Shree
Sukta Havan will be held
at 08:30 in the morning,
which is organized to re-
move the crisis and re-
store peace in the family,
bring good luck and re-
move financial obstacles.
Saubhagya Mahalakshmi

Havan will be held at 10:00
in the morning, which
will be for the long life of
Suhagan, Lakshmi
Kataksham, prosperity
and peace in the family.

Shri Vidya Havan will
be held at 12:15 pm, which
will be conducted for
quick results in the efforts
to attain wealth. After
Deep Aradhana, the devo-
tees will receive the
prasad at 1:15 pm.

In the evening, Shri
Navchandi Parayanam
will be conducted for the
attainment of all the
wishes, elimination of
enemy and obstacle as
well as Sarvakaya
Vriddhi, the success in all
the government works,
victory in all legal mat-
ters, for the endless love
and affection in the fami-
ly. Chandi Havan will be
held at 07:00 pm and
Prasad will be distributed
after Deep Aradhana at
10:00 pm.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: On the
occasion of Goverdhan
Puja, the newly appoint-
ed BJP President Brijesh
Bichpuriya was accorded
a rousing welcome by the
BJP workers and mem-
bers of Radha Krishna
Mandir Sewa Samiti at
Kosa Nagar.

Led by Jai Prakash
Yadav, the BJPians wel-
comed Bichpuriya in a
traditional manner. He
exchanged Goverdhan
Puja greetings with the
locals. Ramkumar
Gupta, Corporator
Chandeshwari bandhe, A
Koteshwar Rao, Sharad
Bijwe, Mithila

Khicharia, Dr Ravi
Khicharia, Pradeep
Pandey, Meena Shukla,
Subhash Pandit,
Bhupesh Dwivedi, S
Rajan, Annapurna
Srivastava, Goverdhan

Sahu, Ramkumar Yadav,
Kamal Narayan Yadu,
Raj Thethwar, Rajendra
Yadav, Umend Yadav,
Horilal Yadav, Panchu
Yadav, Naresh Meshram
and others were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: Prajapita
B r a h m a k u m a r i
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya cele-
brated Diwali festival
with great gaiety and en-
thusiasm in Peace
Auditorium, Sector 7.
Speaking on the occasion
of the festival of lights,
Director of Bhilai Sewa
Kendras, Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi said Deepawali
is the festival of joy, ecsta-
sy, enthusiasm and we
have to fill the weak souls
with power through wel-
fare of all and the illumi-
nation from "Deepraj
Mahajyoti Parampita" i.e.
the divine lamp.

India has the tradition
of ending the old book-
keeping from Diwali and

start a new bookkeeping,
that is, we have to start a
new bookkeeping account
of blessings for the best
deeds. We have to attain
victory on the simplest of
the resolution. Be an ever-
awakening flame, use
sweet words, and do best
deeds to burst the fires of

happiness. Neither be self
extinguished (disappoint-
ed) nor give disappoint-
ment to others.

The golden age, the era
of Shri Lakshmi Narayan,
is coming in the new
India, which removes the
darkness of ignorance, de-
velops cooperation with

each other, has love of
heart, then the lamp in the
whole world will be a true
Diwali. Subjects will be
unaffected by disorders,
sorrows, disturbances,
fights, then there will be a
Happy Diwali.

The children of Divine
Group who had come

from different states of
India conveyed the mes-
sage of unity through a
beautiful cultural pro-
gram. Along with this, the
beautiful view of the "Raj
Darbar" of Shri Lakshmi
Narayan also remained
the center of attraction
for everyone.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2277::  On the occasion
of Bhai Dooj, Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav reached Balaji
Nagar where he met the locals
and inquired about their well
being. During his visit, the
women applied tilak and of-
fered aarti to Devendra Yadav to
celebrate Bhaidooj with him. As
a return gift, Devendra an-
nounced the construction of a
domeshed and also performed
Bhumipujan.

The rituals of Bhoomipujan
were conducted by elderly resi-
dents of the ward. MLA
Devendra Yadav assured the
residents that the construction
work of the dome shed would
be started soon. With the con-
struction of the Domeshed, the
citizens of the area will get a lot
of facilities to organize family,
religious and social events. MLA

Yadav said that the locals had
been demanding for a long time
to construct a domeshed in the
ward. On the public demand,
MLA Yadav took the initiative
and performed Bhoomipujan.
The citizens expressed their
heartfelt gratitude to Yadav.
They also thanked Yadav for
solving the water woes.  At the
outset, MLA Yadav visited the

temple of Lord Bholenath and
offered prayers for the happi-
ness, peace and prosperity of
the entire city. Then he ex-
changes diwali and bhai dooj
greetings with the locals. He
also offered floral tributes at
the statue of Indian independ-
ence movement revolutionary
Alluri Sitaram Raju and remem-
bered his struggle and sacrifice.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: District
Administration has taken
a major action against the
medical stores involved in
illegal trade of drugs.
Licenses of 7 medical
stores of the district have
been suspended for 3 to 10
days while the license of
Bharat Medical,
Kasarideeh has been can-
celled.

Under the directions of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, this ac-
tion is taken to curb ille-
gal purchase and sale of
narcotic and psychotrop-
ic drugs. For this pur-

pose, a joint team was
formed under the guid-
ance of the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer and Deputy
Director of the Food and
Drugs Department.

Various medical stores

were inspected in the last
few days. It was found
that eight firms were in-
volved in illegal purchase
and sale of narcotic and
psychotropic drugs.
Appropriate action was
taken against the firms in

view of the seriousness of
the matter.

Apart from these, show
cause notices have been
issued to four major
firms. On Thursday, 14
medical stores were in-
spected in Khursipar
area, in which 10 medical
stores were found to be
closed and 04 medical
stores were found open.

Show cause notices
were served to Sardar
Medical and Shri Ram
Medical Store as they did
not submit the purchase
and sale documents of
medicines. Police team
also assisted the inspec-
tion team in these pro-
ceedings. The officials
stated that continuous ac-
tion will be taken against
such illegal activities.

District level Rajyotsava
at Ganj Mandi

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: This year
the district level program
of Rajyotsava will be or-
ganized in the old Ganj
Mandi Ganjpara campus
on November 1 on the oc-
casion of the foundation
day of Chhattisgarh.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena has consti-
tuted a three-member pro-
gram steering committee
as per the instructions of
the state government for
the successful conduct of
the program.

Arvind Kumar Ekka
(Additional Collector),
Ashwini Devangan (Chief
Executive Officer, District
Panchayat) and Abhay
Jaiswal (District
Education Officer) have
been appointed by the dis-
trict administration.

Along with this, vari-
ous responsibilities have
been entrusted to the
nodal officers and other
district administration of-
ficers for the cooperation
of the organising com-
mittee.

This year also various
cultural programs will be
organized in the
Rajyotsava. District ad-
ministration has warmly
invited the citizens of the
district to attend the pro-
gramme.

Govardhan puja infuses new energy and
brotherhood in everyone’s life: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel celebrated
Goverdhan Puja at his
native place in village
Belaudi with great enthu-
siasm among his rela-
tives and villagers. The
Chief Minister interact-
ed with the villagers at
Kala Manch. CM and the
villagers worshipped the
cattle and performed the
religious rituals.

The villagers ex-
changed greetings with
the Chief Minister. On
this occasion, the Chief
Minister described
Govardhan Puja as a

symbol of love for nature
and benevolence.
Worship and protection
of nature is very impor-
tant for the future gener-
ations.

The CM advised every-
one to follow the basic
mantra of this festival.
He wished that this festi-
val of folk faith would in-
fuse new energy and

brotherhood in every-
one's life and every house
should be full of wealth.

The villagers of
Belaudi greeted the Chief
Minister according to the

rural culture. The Chief
Minister also visited the
village and met relatives
and villagers as well as
took selfies with children
and women.
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Baghel celebrates Govardhan Puja with relatives at native place 

License of seven medical stores 
suspended; one cancelled

p Major action against
illegal sale of drugs

Devendra celebrates Bhaidooj
with residents of Balaji Nagar

Body of youth recov-
ered from Sheonath

Bhilai, Oct 27: SDRF res-
cue team fished out the
body of a 24-year-old youth
from River Sheonath at Urla
Anicut on Thursday. The de-
ceased was a resident of
Shankar Nagar in Durg and
was a habitual drinker. The
deceased was identified as
Thanendra Dewangan (24)
son of Ramesh Dewangan a
resident of Ward 12,
Shankar Nagar, Durg. Jeora
Sirsa Chowki lodged a com-
plaint and investigations
are on. According to infor-
mation, Thanendra had left
home without informing
the family members on
Wednesday evening.
Around 22:30 hrs, he was
seen near the liquor shop.
On Thursday morning, lo-
cals spotted a body at Urla
Anicut of River Sheonath.
SDRF team reached the spot
and the body was fished out.
After preparing an inquest,
police sent the body for au-
topsy.

PBIV celebrates Diwali with gaiety in Peace AuditoriumNewly appointed BJP
President welcomed 

Skandasasthi Mahayajna 
underway in devotional mood
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Farmer’ suicide
exposes Cong govt

policies: Sao
Raipur, Oct 27: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday claimed that the
anti-farmer policy of
Congress government has
been exposed with the se-
ries of suicide committed
by the farmers in recent
past.

In a statement issued
here, the State BJP
President Arun Sao
sought the reason from the
state government over the
suicide of farmers includ-
ing Jashpur Nagar resi-
dent Ramkumar alias
Ujjawal Yadav. Sao further
claimed that the incidents
appears to be the scenario
in which the farmers have
lost faith on state govern-
ment. Sao claimed that the
26 year old Ramkumar had
committed suicide as he
has failed to clear the loan
of Rs 40,000. BJP chief fur-
ther stated that the erst-
while BJP government

had formulated the policy
of providing agricultural
loan at zero interest rate to
bring about prosperity
into the life of farmers. He
claimed that the farmers
are not getting any assis-
tance as the various
schemes introduced by the
erstwhile government
have been closed down by
the current regime.

Sai said that Congress
government had earlier
provided compensation of
Rs 50 lakh to farmer from
other states to gain politi-
cal mileage whereas inad-
equate compensations
have been provided by the
government to family
members of farmers who
had lost their life recently
in Chhattisgarh.

He further alleged that
the state government is
misleading by quoting var-
ious other reasons over
the farmers suicide.

Central India’s largest smart meter
testing lab to open in Nava Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: Under
the Revamped
Distribution Sector
Scheme of the Central
Government, the work of
installing smart meters
in the state will start
soon. As the power com-
pany should not face any
problem in checking
smart meters, so prepara-
tions have been made to
open the first central lab
of the state in Nava
Raipur to test smart me-
ters. This test lab will be
the largest in Central
India. Officials of the
power company said that
for the establishment of a
central lab, the power
company has signed an
MoU with Central Power
Research Institute,
Bangalore and the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment for the testing lab of
electrical equipment.

With the creation of this
lab, the technical prob-
lems of smart meters will
be caught and removed.
With the approval of this
lab, the state government
has given 10 acres of land
free of cost. Officials said
that apart from smart me-
ters in the lab, all electri-
cal equipment including
transformer, meter testing
and oil testing will be
done. At present, electri-
cal equipment is sent to
Bhopal for testing. The
creation of this lab will

save time and revenue.
The training center with-
in the laboratory will also
be given 20 percent conces-
sion in testing to power
companies in this labora-
tory. A training center will
be set up inside the labora-
tory. Here training will be
given to increase the effi-
ciency of the power work-
ers. The lab will be ready
in three years, the officials
of the power company
said that the lab will be
constructed at a cost of Rs
20.70 crore. The target of

completing the construc-
tion of the lab has been set
for three years. Till the lab
is not constructed, the
meter and equipment will
be tested in Bhopal and
Bangalore. Smart meters
will be installed in 56 lakh
houses, including Raipur,
smart meters will be in-
stalled in the homes of 56
lakh consumers of the
state from December-
January. Its tender
process is starting. It will
take at least a month to
complete it. After this, it
will take a month for the
work order to be issued.
According to this entire
schedule, a plan has been
prepared to install meters
in homes from December-
January. This is a big ex-
periment of the
Electricity Department re-
garding the facilities of
the people. This will bring
many changes in the 
system.

National Unity Day 
organized on 31 October

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277::  National Unity
Day is celebrated every year on
31 October to mark the birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel is known for
supreme patriotism, strong will
power, conviction and courage.
The Department of Sports and
Youth Welfare, Government of
Chhattisgarh has directed all
the District Collectors to take
necessary action in connection
with the National Unity Day.

District Collectors have been
told that in connection with the
National Unity Day, it has been

decided by the National
Implementation Committee to
organize 75000 Unity Runs
across India on 31 October
between 7 AM to 9 PM in which
100 unity races can be included
per district. Cycle and bike ral-
lies can also be organized.
There will be active participa-
tion of volunteers of Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan and
National Service Scheme to
make the program successful.
The Higher Education
Department and School
Education Department will also
make joint efforts in this event.

Chhattisgarh records 23
coronavirus cases, no new
death; active tally at 158

Raipur, Oct 27:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 23
new COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 1.75 per
cent, taking the overall
tally to 11,77,416, while no
fresh death linked to the
infection was registered
in the state, an official
said. The death toll re-
main unchanged at 14,141.

The recovery count rose
to 11,63,117 after 47 pa-
tients recuperated from
the respiratory illness
during the day, leaving the
state with 158 active cases,
he said.

Raipur led with 12

cases, followed by four in
Durg, among other dis-
tricts. No coronavirus
cases were reported in 22
of the 28 districts in the
state, informed the 
official.

With 1,313 swab samples
examined during the day,
the tally of coronavirus
tests conducted so far in
the state went up to
1,87,25,598, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,416, new cases 23,
death toll 14,141, recover-
ies 11,63,117, active cases
158, total tests 1,87,25,598.

Collector dismisses 

9 contractual officers-workers 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27:
Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure took action of
dismissal against offi-
cers and employees
working in contract in
District Child
Protection Unit, Nava
Bihan, Sakhi One Stop
Center, Children’s
Home and juvenile
home under the con-
tract rules.

District Program
Officer Ms Shail
Thakur informed that 9
o f f i c e r s - e m p l oye e s
working under the de-
partment were dis-

missed after complaints
of poor confidential re-
ports, regular absence
on work, misbehavior
with women were found
against them.

The action was taken
against them on the rec-
ommendation of dis-
trict level selection com-
mittee.

Thakur said that after
assessment of the suit-
ability of work by the
provisions of
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services Contract
Recruitment Rules 2012,
their services would be
considered terminated
automatically from
October 31, 2022.

Four arrested in connection 
with theft in grocery shop

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277::  Within 24
hours after registration of FIR
over incident of theft in a gro-
cery shop four suspects were
arrested by the police. Police
have recovered cash amount
of Rs 155250 from their pos-
session. The incident of theft
took place at a grocery shop in
Byran Bazar area falling under
jurisdiction of Kotwali Police
Station.

According to information
received from police one Vijay
Bajaj lodged a complaint with
Kotwal Police Station about
the incident. He runs his gro-
cer shop named Sri Ram Kiran
Shop beside Holy Cross
School. As usual he had gone
back home after shutting his
shop on Friday night. Next
morning when he opened his
shop he found both the locks
broken and goods scattered on
the floor of the shop.
Moreover  cash of Rs 3 lakh

kept in money box, cash of Rs
1 lakh kept in almirah were
found issing. Some unidenti-
fied thieves broke open the
shop and decamped with cash
of Rs 4 lakh. Police registered
offence under Section 380, 457
against unidentified theives
and interrogated people near-
by. Subsequently after exam-
ining CCTV foodage and col-
lecting information from
informer police searched his-
tory sheeters who were
recently released from jail.

On receiving tip off from an
informer police caught one
Virendra Nayak alias Bittu,
resident of Byron Bazar in con-
nection with the incident.
During interrogation Virendra
Nayak confessed involvement
in the incident and revealed
names of three others-Amit
Bag, Sawan Nayak and Pinku
Mahanand, residents of Byron
Bazar.

Raipur, Oct 27: After
holding talks with the
senior leaders of the
party over the measures
to strengthen the
Organization, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Regional General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal
on Thursday started dis-
cussion with party rank
and file to start prepara-
tions for the four
Legislative Assembly

segments from Raipur
Urban Unit.

According to the infor-
mation received, the cen-
tral leader held interac-
tion with the ground
workers like booth work-
ers on whom the respon-
sibility lies to garner
vote during the elections
and also to create atmos-
phere in favour of the
party including the can-
didates. Sources said
that the main objective
behind the above meet-
ing was to boost confi-
dence of party workers
at ground level. Major
changes on cards at

booth level volunteers to
further strengthen the
Organization.

BJP General Secretary
Pawan Sai, Lok Sabha
member from Raipur
segment Sunil Soni,
BJP’s Divisional in-
charge Sourabh Singh,
State BJP Vice President
Laxmi Verma, Raipur
BJP President Jayanti
Patel and others were
present on the occasion.

Raipur West seat level
meeting was held initial-
ly during which former
MLA Rajesh Munat and
other leaders from seg-
ment were present
which was followed with
the meeting of Raipur
Rural. Central leader
held talks with the work-
ers and also gave them
task ahead of the next
Legislative Assembly
polls.

BJP begins Assembly segment level talks for pollsWoman looted of
cash, jewellery

Raipur, Oct 27: A woman
lost her purse containing
cash and jewelry when she
came to Gol Bazar for
shopping in festive season.
Unidentified thieves de-
camped with her purse,
taking advantage of
crowd.

According to informa-
tion available victim Geeta
Kosle lodged complaint
with Gol Bazar police
Station saying that she
had come to Gol Bazar for
Diwali shopping. She told
police that she had
brought her necklace in
her purse for piercing.
Meanwhile two unidenti-
fied women stole the purse
containing the necklace
and cash, taking advan-
tage of crowd and fled.
Offence under Section 379,
34 has been registered

against unidentified
women thieves.

On the receipt of infor-
mation the Gol Bazar po-
lice team started search-
ing unidentified women
thieves. Meanwhile a tip
off was received from an
informer about two
women roaming around in
suspicious condition.
Acting on this tip off the
police and cyber cell team
went to the place revealed
by informer and caught
both the women.

During interrogation ar-
rested women revealed
their identity as Jyoti Bija
Khadse and Sarika Montu,
residents of Maharashtra.
Both confessed of their in-
volvement in theft. Police
recovered stolen necklace,
cash and documents from
both the women.

CM took stock of the preparations for
Rajyotsava and Tribal Dance Festival

Raipur, Oct 27: The prepa-
rations for the 23rd founda-
tion day of Chhattisgarh
are going on in full swing in
Raipur. The National
Tribal Dance Festival is
being organized from

November 1st to 3rd at
Science College ground.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached the Science
College ground on
Thursday evening to take
stock of the preparations
for the festival. Chief
Minister  Baghel also in-
spected the site of the stalls
to be set up by all the de-
partments of Chhattisgarh
Government and also gave
necessary directions to the
departmental officers re-
garding the preparations. It

is worth mentioning that
preparations are being
made to celebrate
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival or-
ganized from November 1
to 3 in a grand manner and
for this, preparations are in
full swing at Science
College ground. 1500 tribal
artists from 09 countries in-
cluding all states, union ter-
ritories are coming to
Chhattisgarh to perform
for the National Tribal
Dance Festival.

Complete all preparations for purchase of
paddy on support price: Chief Secretary

Raipur, Oct 27: Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
reviewed the implementa-
tion of important schemes
of the State Government
including purchase of
paddy on support price
through video conferenc-
ing from Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here
on Thursday. Divisional
Commissioner, Collector
and officers of various de-
partments participated in
the video conferencing.
The Chief Secretary re-
viewed in detail in relation
to the redressal of com-
plaints regarding pur-
chase of paddy in this

Kharif season including
custom milling, arrange-
ments for transportation
of paddy from committees.
The Chief Secretary has
directed the officers to
make all necessary
arrangements for the con-
venience of the farmers in
the paddy procurement
centers. In the meeting,
the Chief Secretary re-
viewed in detail the
progress of the action plan
for disposal of legacy
waste in urban bodies. He
took information about
the implementation of the
action plan for disposal of
legacy waste in Municipal
Corporation, Raipur,

Korba, Durg, Raigarh,
Jagdalpur, Dhamtari and
Rajnandgaon from the col-
lectors of the districts.
Along with this, informa-
tion about the operation
status of the polluted
water treatment plants op-
erating in the state was
also taken from the
Collectors. The Chief
Secretary took detailed in-
formation from the offi-
cers about the action plan
and progress of Solid
Waste Management in
Gram Panchayats. While
reviewing the implemen-
tation of the online con-
version scheme, the Chief
Secretary asked the offi-

cers of the Revenue
Department to start the
online transfer system as
soon as the land is regis-
tered. He directed the de-
partmental officers to pro-
vide necessary training to
the officers and employees
in this regard. Jain said
that the officers of the
Revenue and Agriculture
Department were given in-
structions regarding the
harvesting experiment
that as the officials accom-
pany the farmers in their
fields at the time of crop
‘girdawari’, similarly they
should accompany the
farmers at the time of har-
vesting.

CATTLE MENACE

Stray cattle have entered in the open divider on Ring Road with lot of greenery after

the rains and this may pose threat to vehicles driven in high –speed.

Review of 
implementation of
important schemes
including paddy
procurement

Two arrested with
stolen motorcycle
Raipur, Oct 27: Police
have arrested two youth
when they were search-
ing for buyers of stolen
motorcycle in Purani
Basti area. According to
information available
two youth roaming
around Bhathagaon
Chowk to sell stolen mo-
torcycle were arrested on
Wednesday. Police took
the action by acting on a
tip off from an informer
about the bike lifters.

During interrogation
both arrested youth re-
vealed their identity as
19-year old Amit Yadav
and 19-year old Rahul
Patel, residents of
Amleshwar Durg.
During strict interroga-
tion both confessed of in-
volvement in lifting mo-
torcycle from Kachna
Raipur. Police have re-
covered the stolen bike
(Reg No CG O4, 8349)
from their possession
and registered offence
under Section 379
against the.

Kejriwal always plays

emotional card for

election: Baghel

Raipur, Oct 27: CM
Bhupesh Baghel while
commenting upon the
statement made by
CM Kejriwal ques-
tioned that when he
(Arvind Kejriwal)
holds press confer-
ence with photo-
graphs of leaders like
Shri Ambedkar or
Shaheed Bhagat
Singh in the backdrop,
does it really resem-
bles AAP’s ideology?
Baghel said that the
place from Kejriwal
has to contest the elec-
tion he plays the emo-
tional card and never
fulfills what he prom-
ises.

Preparations in full
swing for Rajyotsava
and National Tribal
Dance Festival to be
held from  November
1st to 3rd

Regional GS Jamwal
holds meeting with
party rank and file

Cloth, dry fruit stolen from 
D-Mart, two arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277:: Police have arrested two persons in connection
with the incident of goods including jeans, shirts, dry fruits and
other goods from D-Mart Stores in 36 City Mall, located in the cap-
ital Raipur. Both the thieves have been arrested on the basis of
CCTV footage. One of the arrested persons was working as secu-
rity guard in D-Mart. He carried out plan to steal goods in D-Mart
with the support of another person residing in his neighbour-
hood.The incident took place in the area falling under jurisdiction
of Telibandha Police Station. Both the thieves have been identified
as Ishwar Prasad and Gulab Singh Dewangan. They stole goods
worth around Rs 20065. Both were produced before the court and
then sent to central jail.

MLA Chhabra attends ‘Gaura-Gauri’ festival
Bemetara, Oct 27: MLA
Ashish Chhabra prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the residents
of the area by worshiping
Gaura-Gauri installed in
different wards of the city
Bemetara under the as-
sembly constituency.
Reaching the Gauri-Gaura
festival, MLA Chhabra
greeted the people on
Diwali and said that this
festival of Diwali should
keep one’s life shining like
this. ‘I feel happy to be
among you all. The mind
becomes happy to come in
amidst all of you. Here
they travel with Gaura
and Gauri. What a beauti-
ful tradition, there should
be happiness in the lives of

the residents. This is the
wish that after visiting
Gaura-Gauri, Sheetala
Mata Mandir fulfilled the
Chhattisgarhia tradition
by eating Sota in Sighori

Basti.
According to the belief

of Chhattisgarh, if a stone
is struck on the occasion
of Gaura-Gauri Puja, it
averts evil. ,

World Mental Health promotion prog organized

Bacheli, Oct 27: The month
of October is being celebrat-
ed all over the world as
World Health Promotion and
Awareness month. Different
types of programmes for
mental health were also or-
ganised by DAV Public
School Bacheli, in which all
the students and teachers of
the school participated. The
programme lasted for six
days in the school premises
and it was observed as World
Mental Health Awareness
Week. Short films related to
mental health were shown to
the students, workshops and

group discussions were or-
ganized on different topics
related to mental health.
There were special classes of
yoga-asanas, pranayama
and meditation aimed at the
development of mental
health. Apart from this,
essay writing and poster

making competitions were
held, the theme of which
was the promotion of men-
tal health through
Ayurveda.

In Essay Competition,
Riddhi Dutta got first posi-
tion, second position Manavi
Mukherjee, third place

Niyati Singh and in poster
making first position
Nandini Sharma, second
positionRakhiBaghel and
third position was bagged by
SonalMandvi. All the stu-
dents and teachers actively
participated in the entire
programme and learnt the

ways to promote mental
health. The program was or-
ganised under the brilliant
guidance of the principal of
the school, Dr. Chetna
Sharma. She addressed the
students and teachers in an
awesome manner sharing
her inputs on the impor-
tance of mental health and
added that mental health is
as important for all of us as
physical, we all should try to
maintain our mental health
and learn its methods. The
in-charge of the program
Abhishek Mahobia, the stu-
dent Councellor, during the
session said that the quality
of one’s life can be increased
further if mental health is
managed properly

Variety of entertainment prog on Oct 30

Raipur, Oct 27: Renowned
Bhojpuri singer and Sur
Sangram winner Mohan
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi folk
singer Dilip Shadangi and
Bhojpuri singer Priyanka
Pandey will enthral
Raipurians at Mahadev
Ghat on the occasion of
third-day of Chhath Puja,
on October 30. Dancers
Sonali and Tarun Chopra
of international acclaimed
dance Group Dharohar
Kala Sangam Sanstha
Prayagraj will perform
‘Nritya Natika’ in the cul-

tural programme. The cul-
tural evening will be organ-
ised by Chhath Mahaparva
Aayojan Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat, said Chief
of the CMAS Rajesh
Kumar Singh.

Four-day Chhath festival,
also known as Surya
Shasthi, will commence
with “Nhay Khay” ritual
on Friday. Kharna ritual
will be performed on
October 29. ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya
will be offered on 
October 31.

Volunteers of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan Samiti
(CMAS) Mahadev Ghat

Raipur cleaned Kharun
river and Mahadev Ghat on
Thursday morning. The
members of the committee
reached Mahadev Ghat in
the morning hours at
Mahadev Ghat and donated
their labour to clean
Mahadev Ghat along the
Kharun river. Garbage in
large quantity was taken
out from the Kharun river.
Sanitation workers of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation are also clean-
ing the Mahadev Ghat.

All kinds of facilities like
parking, lighting and other
facilities are being
arranged for devotees at
Mahadev Ghat.

Raipur witnesses sudden spike
in Dengue with 49 fresh cases

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: With the
passing of the festival of
Diwali, dengue cases are
on the rise in
Chhattisgarh. Till
Tuesday evening, 49
cases of dengue have
been found in Raipur. Of
these, 30 patients are
from the various wards
and colonies of the city.
The remaining 19 people
are said to be from near-
by villages. The health
department is also on
alert after detection of so
many dengue patients in
city. The day after Diwali,
hundreds of people suf-
fering from fever were
tested. When the report
came, there was panic in
the health department.
Dengue was confirmed
in 49 people only in
Raipur. It is being in-
formed that three dengue
patients have been found
in Gudhiyari and
Shivanand Nagar areas

only. Patients have been
confirmed from rest part
of the city. Officials said
that with the end of the
monsoon, the cases of
dengue-malaria is on
rise. But this time due to
prolonged rain, fresh
water has accumulated.
Mosquitoes got a favor-
able environment for
breeding in this. Raipur’s
Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr.
Mithilesh Chaudhary
said that the team of
Health Department is
working to bring the situ-
ation under control. Why
there is suddenly so
many hike in cases, in-
vestigation is on. Team of
health department are
visiting the affected
areas, he said. According
to the health department

data, 859 dengue patients
were found from January
2022 to the first week of
August 2022. Out of this,
704 patients have come to
the fore only in Bastar
district. In the year 2020,
only 57 cases of dengue
were found during the
whole year. But in 2021,
one thousand 86 patients
were identified. Three-
four days ago the team of
Union Health Ministry
visited Chhattisgarh.
The team went to many
dengue-malaria affected
districts including
Jagdalpur, Dantewada in
Bastar and reviewed the
cases and the prepara-
tion of the Health
Department The same
team had also visited
Raipur. Later, in a meet-
ing with the state level of-
ficials, the team had sug-
gested to conduct an in-
tensive campaign
throughout the year for
the prevention of
dengue-malaria.

Artists from 9 foreign countries to
participate in Tribal Dance Festival

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: The pro-
posed National Tribal
Dance Festival in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh is going to
be more grand this year.
Apart from tribal artists
from all the states of the
country, artists from 9 for-
eign countries are also
going to participate in
this. In such a situation,
this time the artists will
showcase the culture of
New Zealand, Russia,
Serbia, Egypt and
Indonesia. Director of
Culture Department
Vivek Acharya said that
so far this year

Mozambique, Mongolia,
New Zealand, Serbia,
Tongo, Maldives, Russia,
Indonesia and Egypt have
sent their consent to par-
ticipate in this festival.
Artists from seven coun-
tries had come for the 2021
Tribal Dance Festival.

Cultural representatives
from five countries partic-
ipated in the first
National Tribal Dance
Festival held in 2019.
Apart from this, about
1400 artists from 28 states
and other union territo-
ries are also going to par-

ticipate in this festival.
The National Tribal
Dance Festival is to be or-
ganized in the Science
College ground of Raipur.
It will start with the
Rajyotsav on November 1.
The closing ceremony of
the dance festival is to be
held on November 3. The
state government had
started this dance festival
from the year 2019. In 2020,
the event was postponed
due to the severity of the
corona infection. This fes-
tival was organized for the
second time in 2021. This
year is the third year of
the event. For this,
Ministers, Parliamentary
Secretaries and MLAs
have invited Governors,
Chief Ministers and
Ambassadors of various
states and embassies on
behalf of the State
Government. Artists from

Nigeria, Swaziland,
Uganda, Male, Sri Lanka,
Uzbekistan and Palestine
participated in last year’s
Tribal Dance Festival. In
2019, artists from
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Uganda and
Belarus performed.
Artists from 9 countries
who are going to come this
time will be a part of this
festival for the first time.
Officials said, this time
two themes have been
kept in the tribal dance
festival. The first theme is
the tribal dance on the
harvest and the second
theme is the tribal tradi-
tions and customs. Prizes
worth Rs 20 lakh will be
distributed to the win-
ners. Prizes of Rs 5 lakh
will be given for the first
position, Rs 3 lakh for the
second position and Rs 2
lakh for the third position.

Preparations for Paddy purchase on support
price and  custom milling completed

Raipur, Oct 27:
Preparations have been
completed for the pur-
chase of paddy on sup-
port price from farmers
in the state. The purchase
is going to start from
November 1. This will be
completed by  January 31,
2023. The work of farmer
registration will be done
through the Integrated
Farmer Portal of the
Agriculture Department
till October 31. So far, the
registration of 24 lakh
5,288 farmers has been
checked and 95 thousand
new farmers have been

registered. Paddy pro-
curement policy and cus-
tom milling policy have
been issued by the state
government on October
21, according to which
the work of procurement
and disposal of paddy
will be done by the collec-
tors in the districts. It is
estimated that 110 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy
will be procured from
farmers in the Kharif
year 2022-23, for which
5.50 lakh bales of gunny
bags will be required.
According to the new
gunny bag policy of the

Government of India for
the purchase of paddy, the
purchase of paddy will be
done in new and old
gunny bags in the ratio of
50.50. Out of two lakh 97
thousand bales required
for rice procurement, the
Government of India has
given approval to pur-
chase two lakh 37 thou-
sand bales of gunny bags
from the Jute
Commissioner. So far, an
indent of two lakh 37
thousand bales has been
issued, against which one
lakh 45 thousand bales
have been received by the
state. Remaining 48 thou-
sand bales of new jute
gunny bags are available
from last year.
Reimbursement of gunny
bags falling short will be
purchased through the
JAM portal. Two lakh 53
thousand bales of old
gunny bags will be re-
quired, which are avail-
able with the millers and
committees in the state.

Candidates preparing for UPSC
can apply for coaching till Nov 7

Raipur, Oct 27: Under the
Rajiv Yuva Utthan Yojana
Rules, 2019, candidates be-
longing to Scheduled
Tribes, Scheduled Castes
and Other Backward
Classes of the state can
apply online for the prepa-
ration of Civil Services
Examination conducted by
the Union Public Service in
New Delhi. These applica-
tions will be accepted till 5
pm, November 7. For this 50
candidates will be selected.
In which 50 percent of the
Scheduled Tribes, 30 per-
cent of the Scheduled
Castes and 20 percent of the

Other Backward Classes
candidates will be selected.
In each category, 33 percent
will be reserved for women.
Eligible candidates willing
to prepare for the Civil
Services Examination con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission in
New Delhi, online applica-
tion and detailed informa-
tion related to advertise-
ment is available on the
website. Eligible candidates
related to this examination
can get information about
the examination centre, ex-
amination result  from the
departmental website.

Medical counseling date extended,
Edit option facility till October 28

Raipur, Oct 27: The date of
registration and correction
of mistakes in medical
counseling in Chhattisgarh
has been extended. Now the
counseling process will con-
tinue till the evening of
October 28. This  order was
issued after the meeting of
the counseling committee
chaired by Health secretary
R Prasanna. Under this
process, registration is
being done for admission to
MD, MS, MBBS, BDS,
Nursing and BPT courses.

Officials said, some stu-
dents had asked for the edit
option to rectify the mis-
takes made while applying.
In the counseling commit-
tee meeting, it was decided
that some mistakes made in
the application would be
given a chance to be edited,
corrected. In which the stu-
dents would be able to recti-
fy it. For this, the updation
in the software will be done

by Tuesday evening. Due to
this, the last date of regis-
tration has been extended
till October 28, 6.30 pm. A
grievance redressal cell has
also been set up in the
Directorate of Medical
Education. In this cell, Dr.
Pravin Banjare (
pravnbn@gmail.com ) will
resolve the complaints relat-
ed to the counseling process
and Dr. Arvind Neral 

(drarvind.neral@gmail.c
om) related to admission in
private medical colleges. 104
helpline number will be
started from October 28 for
guidance on various doubts
of students. After October
27, the fees of all private
medical colleges will be dis-
played in the website of the
department. The admission
process of BPT will be done
through online software.

Review of preparations for National
Conference of Chief Secretaries

Raipur, Oct 27: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
took a meeting of officers
of various departments of
the State Government in
connection with the neces-
sary preparations for the
National Conference of
Chief Secretaries to be
chaired by the Prime
Minister from January 5
to 7, 2023 next year at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on
Wednesday. In the meet-

ing, a detailed discussion
was held regarding the
progress and preparations
of various departments re-
garding the conference.
Jain instructed the offi-
cers regarding the neces-
sary information and
preparations for the
National Conference of
Chief Secretaries. In this
meeting, organized
through video conferenc-
ing, Principal Secretary,
Village Industries

Department, Mr. Alok
Shukla, Secretary
Planning Department, Mr.
Gaurav Dwivedi,
Secretary of Energy
Department Mr. Ankit
Anand, Secretary of
Health Department Mr.
Prasanna R, Secretary of
Department of Women
and Child Development
Mr. Bhuvnesh Yadav, offi-
cials of finance, urban ad-
ministration and other de-
partments participated.
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Artist to showcase 
culture of New Zealand,
Russia, Serbia, Egypt
and Indonesia 

In DAV Vidyalaya on
Oct 22

Mohan Rathore Dilip Shadangi Priyanka Pandey

 To mark Chhath
festival

Raipur, Oct 27: A delega-
tion of Chhath Mahaparv
Aayojan Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat Raipur led
by its President Rajesh
Kumar Singh called on for-
mer Chief Minsiter and
BJP National Vice
President Dr Raman
Singh at his residence in
the state capital. The dele-
gation invited former
Chief Minister Dr Raman

Singh to attend the Chhath
Puja programme at
Mahadev Ghat of Kharun
river.

Members of the
Committee Ravindra
Singh, Sunil Singh,
Ramkumar Singh, Shashi
Singh, Ajay Sharma,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet
Singh, Santosh Singh and
other members were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Raman Singh invited
for Chhath Puja



Collector purchases
cow dung made lamps

KKoorrbbaa,,  OOcctt  2277:: District Collector
Sanjeev Kumar Jha along with
Municipal Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey and Chief
Executive Officer of Zilla
Panchayat Nutan Kanwar
reached the local Budhwari mar-
ket and purchased diyas made of
dung and soil in the shops set up
by the potters on the side of the
road.  Along with this, the
Collector reached C-Mart locat-
ed in TP Nagar and purchased
the materials manufactured by
women self-help groups, rural
craftsmen, potters. It is worth
mentioning here that under the
'C-Mart Yojna' of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, indigenous
products of Chhattisgarh vil-
lages, women self-help groups,
craftsmen, weavers, artisans,
potters and other traditional and
cottage industries manufactured
products are being sold. 

Central Chronicle News

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  OOcctt  2277::  Jyotish
Peethadheeshwar Jagatguru
Shankara-charya Swami Shri
A v i m u k t e s h w a - r a n a n d
Saraswati Ji Maharaj is in the
region on his maiden visit and
the festival of Deepawali, here
has become more auspicious
owing to his coming. 

Addressing media person-
nel's and other dignitaries, the
seer discussed an array of top-
ics related to theology philoso-

phy and Gurukul system of edu-
cation and admonished the gov-
ernments of not enlightening
the students thorough rectifica-
tion in the modern syllabus of
education. He addressed the
need of dissolvent of Article 130
and seeked the amendment of
Gurukul based education in all
schools.  Also talking on River
Ganga, he asked for the river to

be called the National River, op-
posing the affluent like sewer
water being discarded into the
holy river. Citing examples and
philosophical thoughts the Seer
asked unification towards the
dream of a Hindu Rashtra. 

Here it needs a information
that the on Deepawali, at 10:30
am, Jyotishpeethadhishwar Sri
Jagadguru Shankara-charya

Swami Shri 1008
Avimukteshwaranand Ji
Maharaj had reached Swami
Avimukt Nagar, Lohara, which
included a variety of darshan
and worship programs, fol-
lowed by paduka worship at
the residence of erstwhile
King Late Devbrath Singh, in
Shantideep Colony, Kawardha
of Chandraprakash Upadhyay,
the principal trustee in Shri
Shankaracharya Jan 
Kalyan Nyas. 

Special Mahalakshmi Puja
was performed and meantime,
Jagadguru gave a lot of fire-
crackers as blessings to the visi-
tors who came to visit Shankara
Bhavan. People from far off
places came to pay their obei-
sance and were offered packet
of sweets made of special in-
gredients.

Dongargarh, Oct 26:
District President CJC (J)
Vishnu Lodhi said that the
way the neighbouring
Odisha and Rajasthan gov-
ernment have given
Diwali gift to contractual
employees by taking  his-
torical decision of regular-
ising them within a week's
time, in the same way
lakhs of adhoc and con-
tractual employees of
Chhattisgarh too needs to
be regularised by the
Chhattisgarh government
soon and CJC (J) raised de-
mand for the same.

Lodhi said that the

adhoc and contractual em-
ployees of Chhattisgarh
have staged protest right
from streets to the Vidhan

Sabha in support of their
regularisation. In this re-
gard, CJC (J) recalled that
Congress in its party's
election manifesto of 2018
have promised to regu-
larise the adhoc or con-
tractual employees in the
state.

Now the state govern-
ment has lost 4 years of its
rule and now only 1 yera is
left and in the last
Monsoon session of July
2021 CM Bhupesh Baghel
too had assured to regu-
larise the contractual em-
ployees, but till date it has
not being fulfilled.

Bijapur, Oct 27: Maoists
abducted and killed the
brother of a journalist on
suspicion of being a police
informer in  Bijapur dis-
trict, a senior police offi-
cial said.

The victim, Basant
Jhadi, was abducted by
Maoists on Friday and
killed on Monday after
they held a 'jan adalat'
(people's court or kanga-
roo court) in Kotapalli vil-
lage on the Chhattisgarh-
Telangana border,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P said on
Wednesday.

Jhadi, who was the
brother of a local journal-
ist, was killed on suspicion
of being a police informer,
he said.

"As per the information
received so far, the victim's
relatives have performed
his last rites, but they are
yet to lodge a police com-
plaint," the official said.

Maoists often hold 'jan

adalat' where persons sus-
pected to be loyal to the
state are killed in full pub-
lic view.

In the past also, there
have been a number of in-
cidents of Maoists killing
people on the suspicion of
being police informers in
south Bastar region,
which comprises Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma
districts.

Fire breaks out in
S’karmis house

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Oct 27: Fire
broke out in the house of
Shiksha Karmi Nakul
Dewangan at around 2:00
in the night on Tuesday
and all the goods in the
house were gutted in fire.
Mother-father and kids
sleeping inside the house
somehow managed to es-
cape unhurt.

As per information in
this regard, the fire started
in all the rooms of the
house and it seems as if it
has been deliberately done
and which will come after
police inquiry and investi-
gation. The villagers have
urged the public represen-
tatives of providing relief
to the affected family and
pay them ex-gratia for the
same.

Collector holds meeting regarding
preparations for Rajyotsava 

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Oct 27: On
completion of 22 years of
the establishment of the
state on November 1, a one-
day Rajyotsava program
will be organized in
Bemetara on Nov 1.

Parliamentary Secretary

and in-charge of the
District Vikas Upadhyay
will be the chief guest. An
exhibition based on the de-
velopment activities of
various departments and
public welfare schemes of
the state government will
be organized at the School
Ground in Bemetara.

Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla took a meet-
ing of district level officers
of various departments in

the Collectorate meeting
room and gave necessary
directions regarding the
preparation of the one-day
Rajyotsava. He said that a
cultural program would be
organized on November 1
by Chhattisgarhi artists
and school children in
Rajyotsava.

In the meeting, the con-
cerned departmental offi-
cers were informed about
the photo exhibition and

stalls to be organized in
the Rajyotsava and in-
structed to publicize the
schemes of the govern-
ment related to their re-
spective departments
through flex, banner,
poster, LED screen etc.
Apart from this, on
November 1, all the govern-
ment buildings of the dis-
trict headquarters will be
illuminated with colourful
lights in the night.

Vegetable growers demand stoppage of erratic power disruption
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 27: Vegetable
growing farmers are very
upset due to power cut in
Chaubebandha village ad-
joining the city in the re-
gion and as per informa-
tion, there are two types of
connections distributed,
out of which the first is
the domestic connection
and the second is the con-
nection meant for agrari-

an units.
As per information the

power supply disruption
at times run for 2-3 days
and sometimes as early as
six in the morning, the
power supply cut is being
recorded. Due to continues
and untimely power cut
farmers are facing a lot of
problems in irrigating
their farms, particularly
vegetable growing farm-
ers.

Farmers told that at
present farming has be-
come very expensive, from
plants to fertilizers, medi-
cines, laborers, tractor
plowing etc.and in such a
situation, the untimely
power supply disruption is
a challenge.

It is important to know
that this time due to the er-
ratic behavior of the
weather, the harvest is
thin and most of the veg-

etables coming to the mar-
kets are imported from
Raipur, Durg, Bhilai,
Rajnandgaon, Bangalore,
Nagpur etc as local ar-
rivals are negligible.

Highlighting the prob-
lems, the farming commu-
nities mainly indulged in
vegetable farming have re-
quested the government
not to disrupt the power
supply for long stretches
and erratic time periods.
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p Jagatguru
Shankaracharya
Swami Shri
Avimukteshwaran
and Saraswati on
maiden visit

p On suspicion of being
police informer

p To be held in School
Ground on Nov 1

All escape unhurt, all goods gutted in fire

Maoists abduct,
kill journalist's kin

What Maoists did...

The victim, Basant
Jhadi, was abducted by
Maoists on Friday and
killed on Monday after
they held a 'jan adalat'
(people's court or kanga-
roo court) in Kotapalli vil-
lage on the Chhattisgarh-
Telangana border. Jhadi,
who was the brother of a
local journalist, was
killed on suspicion of
being a police informer.
As per the information
received so far, the vic-
tim's relatives have per-
formed his last rites, but
they are yet to lodge a
police complaint.

CJC (J) demands regularisation
of contractual employees
In line with decision by Rajasthan and Odisha govt

Vishnu Lodhi

Seer holds need for amendments of ‘Gurukul’
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‘Married woman asked to do household
work for family not cruelty’

Mumbai, Oct 27 (PTI): 

If a married woman is
asked to do household
work for the family, the
same cannot be equated
to the work of a maid ser-
vant and would not
amount to cruelty, the
Aurangabad bench of the
Bombay High Court said
while quashing a case
lodged by a woman
against her estranged
husband and his parents
for domestic violence and
cruelty.

A division bench of
Justices Vibha

Kankanwadi and Rajesh
Patil, on October 21,
quashed the First
Information Report
lodged against the man
and his parents.

The woman, in her
complaint, had alleged
she was was treated prop-
erly for a month after
marriage, but thereafter,
they began treating her
like a maid servant.

She also claimed her
husband and his parents,
a month after the mar-
riage, started demanding

Rs 4 lakh to buy a four-
wheeler. In her com-
plaint, the woman said
she was then subjected to
mental and physical ha-
rassment by her husband
over this demand.

The HC, in its order,
noted the woman had
merely stated she was ha-
rassed but had not speci-
fied any such act in her
complaint.

“If a married lady is
asked to do household
work definitely for the
purpose of the family, it
cannot be said it is like a
maid servant. If she had

no wish to do her house-
hold activities, then she
ought to have told it ei-
ther prior to the mar-
riage so that the bride-
groom can rethink about
the marriage itself or if
it is after marriage, then
such problem ought to
have been sorted out ear-
lier,” the court said.

It further said mere
use of the words harass-
ment ‘mentally and phys-
ically’ is not sufficient to
attract Section 498A of
the Indian Penal Code
unless such acts are de-
scribed.

NMDC organises plantation
at Landscape Garden

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  2277::    India’s
Eco-Friendly Miner and the
country’s largest producer of
iron ore, NMDC organised a
plantation at Landscape
Garden and adopted two tigers
- a Royal Bengal Tiger and a
White Tiger on Oct 27, 2022 at
Nehru Zoological Park,
Hyderabad. 

NMDC has consistently been
a frontrunner in environment
conservation and sustainable
development. As part of
Swachhta 2.0, the company has
initiated various conservation
efforts to help protect the flora
and fauna of the country. Since
the start of the Swachhta cam-
paign on 2nd October, 2022
NMDC has conducted numer-
ous Cleanliness Drives,
Plantation Drives,
PrabhatPheri, Swachhta Run
and Awareness campaigns on
the importance of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. The Plantation
Drive at the zoo is a brainchild
of the Environment Division,
Resource Planning Department
at NMDC and is a step towards
reinforcing biodiversity conser-
vation efforts. The Plantation
and Tiger Adoption Drive was

conducted in the presence of
the Chief Guest Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC; Amitava
Mukherjee, Director (Finance);
S. Rajashekar (DCF) Curator,
Nehru Zoological Park and offi-
cials of NMDC, Nehru
Zoological Park and Forest
Department, Government of
Telangana. 

Amitava Mukherjee said, “A
sustainable future demands
aggregated efforts towards
combating desertification and
managing forests whilst pre-
venting biodiversity loss. NMDC
believes that our actions today
will determine the future of the
nation and is honoured to have
been a part of the plantation and
adoption initiatives at Nehru
Zoological Park.” Speaking on
the occasion, Sumit Deb said,

“NMDC has always been a
responsible miner and is com-
mitted to the protection of
endangered flora and fauna. As
Miners to the Nation, NMDC
holds significant accountability
in safeguarding the interests of
the people and making the plan-
et sustainable. The magnificent
Royal Bengal Tiger is our coun-
try’s national animal and the
White Tiger is a rare species. It
is imperative to note how impor-
tant biodiversity is in sustain-
ability for the people and planet.
As part of our efforts in preserv-
ing the planet through Swachhta
2.0, we hope to play our part in
biodiversity conservation
through the adoption of these
two tigers.” The adoption and
plantation drive was followed by
a visit to the zoo. 

INFANTRY DAY

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  OOcctt  2277  ((PPTTII))::    Exactly
75 years ago troops of the
Army’s 1 Sikh Regiment had
arrived at the old airfield of
Srinagar, carried in Dakota air-
craft, to protect Jammu and
Kashmir from Pakistani forces.

It was the first military oper-
ation of Independent India, a
move that changed the course
of the 1947-48 War. The first of
the Indian Army soldiers dis-
patched for the mission had
landed at then dusty airfield on
October 27, 1947 to repulse
Pakistani forces.

This day is celebrated as
Infantry Day by the Army to
commemorate the historic
event.

To mark the landmark occa-
sion, the Army is hosting
‘Shaurya Diwas’ at the old air-
field of Srinagar (Budgam air-
field). Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha on
Thursday arrived at the Air
Force Station in Srinagar to
attend the 75th anniversary of
Infantry Day.

Some of the key scenes of
the historic landings are sched-
uled to be reenacted there to
mark the landmark occasion.

At the venue, huge cut-outs
of Brig Rajinder Singh, Brig
Mohd Usman, Maj Somnath
Sharma and Maqbool Sherwani
were mounted, ‘Shaurya
Diwas’ posters were put up.

Usha Parmar, octogenarian
daughter of Brig Rajinder
Singh and family members of
other martyrs are also attend-
ing the event.

The Army on Thursday
morning in a tweet said, “
Infantry The Ultimate’. General
Manoj Pande #COAS and All
Ranks of #IndianArmy convey
best wishes to all ranks,
#Veterans, #VeerNaris and
families of the #Infantry on the
occasion of 76th
#InfantryDay.”

It also shared a small video
clip showcasing the strength of
the infantry, and also some
archival footage.

Srinagar-based Chinar
Corps also took to Twitter to
convey it’s wishes on the land-
mark occasion.

“#ChinarCorps extends
greetings and best wishes to
all ranks, veterans, veer naris
and families of #Infantry on
the occasion of 76th
#InfantryDay. We salute the
courage, valour and sacrifice
of our infantrymen in line of
duty for the Nation.” it tweet-
ed.

During the Infantry Day cel-
ebrations last year, some of the
major scenes from the historic
event were reenacted.The
Dakota, a Douglas DC-3 air-
craft, which had carried the
first forces personnel, was also
displayed

Douglas DC-3 aircraft, better
known as the Dakota, carried
the troops of the Army’s 1 Sikh

Regiment to Srinagar on
October 27, 1947, during the
first India-Pak War, besides
carrying supplies and refugees.

The Army had landed at the
airfield after the ‘instrument of
accession’ was signed on
October 26, 1947, between the
then Maharaja of Jammu and
Kashmir Hari Singh and the
Union of India.

The reenactment of the his-
toric event to be organised at
Old Air Field in Srinagar, is to
pay obeisance to the brave sol-
diers and people of Jammu and
Kashmir who laid down their
lives, and also to honour the
next of kin of war heroes who
participated in the 1947-48
war, an official said on
Wednesday.

Under command of
Lieutenant Colonel Dewan
Ranjit Rai, who later laid down
his life at Baramulla, changed
the course of the war, wherein
people and soldiers of State
Forces of Jammu and Kashmir
and the Indian Army fought
alongside valiantly, to evict
Pakistani forces, driving them
out of most of Jammu and
Kashmir till ceasefire on
January 5, 1949, the Army had
earlier said.

Gujarat Assembly Polls

Ahmedabad, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Thursday ini-
tiated a process to collect
feedback from party workers
at the local level in Gujarat
for selection of candidates for
the upcoming state Assembly
polls. Elections for the 182-
member Gujarat Assembly
are due in December, and the
state is likely to witness a
three-cornered fight - among
the BJP, opposition Congress
and the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) -
this time. Beginning
Thursday, a three-member
team of observers appointed
by the BJP for each of 33 dis-
tricts and five major cities in
Gujarat started meeting
party workers. The process
will go on for three days, dur-

ing which the teams will take
into account the views of the
ticket aspirants from every
constituency, party members
said. As part of the process, a
report will be prepared by the
observers on the basis of the
feedback, which will be sub-
mitted to the state BJP. It will
form the basis for the selec-
tion of candidates for the up-
coming polls, they added.

A total of 38 teams, which
include current and former
ministers, Members of
Parliament (MPs), senior of-
fice-bearers at the national,
state and district levels,
among others, have been
formed for the purpose, the
party leaders said.

“From today, the state BJP
began the process of inter-
acting with party workers in-
vited here for allocation of

tickets. Workers gathered
today to give their opinion for
Dholka, Dhandhuka and
Daskroi Assembly seats in
Ahmedabad district. The ob-
servers appointed by the
state BJP will hear the work-
ers one by one as their turn
comes,” BJP’s Ahmedabad
district president Harshad
Giri told reporters.
Jamnagar city BJP president
Vimal Kagathara said as per
the process followed by the
BJP, a panel of three ob-
servers will complete the
task of taking the opinion of
party workers for the two
seats of Jamnagar. Like the
last election, the BJP will win
both the seats in Jamnagar
through micro planning, he
said. Party workers gathered
in large numbers to meet the
observers, with some of

them expressing willingness
to contest the elections.
Vadodara Mayor Keyur
Rokadia said the collection of
feedback by observers is a
smooth democratic process
carried out by the BJP. “As
part of this, three observers
are visiting here. They will
interact with party workers
from different Assembly seg-
ments and collect their feed-
back.

They will also get a sense
of the political situation at
the ward level, so that the
process of selection of candi-
dates is carried out smoothly.
I am here as part of the
same,” Rokadia told re-
porters.

A corporator from
Vadodara said, “I am here to
claim my candidature on the
basis of my capability.

Exhibition to show glimpse 
of India’s art journey 

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

A new group exhibition
with artworks from the
likes of MF Husain, SH
Raza, Ram Kumar and oth-
ers will show a glimpse of
the journey of Indian
artists over the last 75
years.

Starting from November
1 at the India Habitat
Centre (IHC) here, the
“Colours of Freedom” will
feature as many as 53 vet-
erans and contemporary
artists of renown.

Organised by the Centre
of International Modern
Art (CIMA), Kolkata, the
exhibition aims to provide
a glimpse of the overall vi-
sual space shaped by 75
years of India’s independ-
ence.

The show will include
excerpts from Satyajit

Ray’s iconic film “Pather
Panchali”, textiles, indige-
nous subaltern art as well
as works by artists across
generations from post-in-
dependence India.

“Works by over 50 lead-
ing artists across genera-
tions, 1947 onwards, have
been featured in this exhi-
bition. While we have se-
lected some leading veter-
an modernists, we have
also featured seminal
works by relatively less ex-
hibited artists, unknown
weavers and daring visual
renderings by subaltern
and indigenous masters,”
Rakhi Sarkar, director and
curator, CIMA, said in a
statement.

Works by artists such as
Somnath Hore, Bhupen
Khakhar, Sanat Kar,
Manjit Bawa, Arpita
Singh, Paramjit Singh,
Ganesh Pyne, Jogen
Chowdhury, Lalu Prasad
Shaw and Paresh Maity,

among others will be ex-
hibited during the 10-day
show.

Other lesser exhibited
artists include Swarna
Chitrakar, Jaidev Baghel,
Sonal Varshneya,
Chandrapal Panjre,
Manish Moitra and
Swapnesh Vaigankar.

“Indian art has imbibed
the essence of various cul-
tures and civilisations and
created a fascinating visu-
al vocabulary which is
uniquely its own. This we
notice across creative gen-
res, crafts, weaving, cine-
ma and, of course, the vi-
sual arts. Colours of
Freedom is all about cele-
brating that wonderful
amalgamation of ideas,
forms, iconography and
colours, resulting in a
unique and magical expe-
rience,” Sarkar added.

The collective exhibi-
tion will come to a close on
November 10.

‘Rlys does not earn profit
through passenger trains’

Jalna (Maha), Oct 27 (PTI): 

Union minister
Raosaheb Danve has said
that running passenger
trains does not benefit the
railways in terms of rev-
enue, and added that the
central government runs
these services for the con-
venience of people.

The Minister of State
for Railways also said that
the national transporter
tries to make up for the
losses incurred due to pas-
senger trains from freight
services. He was speaking
after flagging off a weekly
special train from Jalna to
Chhapra Junction (in
Bihar) on Wednesday
night. “The railways does
not earn any profit by run-
ning daily (passenger)
trains. For every rupee

spent, it suffers a loss of 55
paise. There is no profit in
running passenger
trains...there is a loss. But
the Modi government does
not work for profit. (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi
ji says we have to operate
these services for the con-
venience of people,” he

said. “And we try to make
up for the losses (suffered
due to passenger trains) by
operating freight services
and through other sources
of revenue,” the minister
said. Danve said the train
connectivity between
Jalna and Chhapra via
Khandwa, Prayagraj and
Varanasi was a long-cher-
ished dream of the people
of the Marathwada re-
gion.

The inaugural service of
the (weekly special Jalna-
Chhapra) train has 96 per
cent passenger occupancy,
which is very encourag-
ing. The train is being run
as a weekly service, but de-
pending on the response
and the needs of the pas-
sengers, its frequency will
be increased in future, he
said.

One more special train,
which will run between
Jalna and Tirupati, will be
flagged off on October 29,
Danve added.

Divisional Railway
Manager of Nanded divi-
sion of the South Central
Railway, Upinder Singh,
who was also present on
the occasion said the rail-
ways has been continuous-
ly taking steps to fulfil the
aspirations of passengers
for better connectivity to
the destinations of their
choice.

“Accordingly, in order to
fulfil the demands of a
large section of passen-
gers from the Marathwada
region, this weekly special
train has been introduced
between Jalna and
Chhapra via Khandwa,
Prayagraj and Varanasi.

CHHATH RUSH

Crowded Patna Junction railway station as people leave for their hometown for the
upcoming ‘Chhath Puja’ festival, in Patna, Thursday.

BIKE RALLY

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan flags-in the Infantry Day bike rally at the
National War Memorial in New Delhi, Thursday.

BRIEF

Delay 
 Thane: Local train

services, considered
as the lifeline of
Mumbai and its sub-
urbs, were delayed
on Thursday morn-
ing due to a technical
issue, the Central
Railway (CR) said.
The problem was
later rectified, it said.
There was a techni-
cal problem in the S-3
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT)-Karjat local
between Ambarnath
and Badlapur (in
Thane district) on
the down line, the CR
said in a tweet.

Sick
 Bhopal: Seven peo-

ple fell sick after
chlorine gas leaked
from a cylinder at a
water filtration plant
in Bhopal, bringing
back grim memories
of the 1984 gas
tragedy in the
Madhya Pradesh cap-
ital. A 900 kg chlorine
cylinder leaked on
Wednesday at the
water treatment
plant of the Bhopal
Municipal
Corporation at the
Idgah Hills,
Shahjanabad area’s
Assistant
Commissioner of
Police Umesh Mishra
told PTI on Thursday.

Bird hit
 Mumbai: An Akasa

Air plane coming
from Ahmedabad to
Delhi suffered bird hit
on Thursday but land-
ed safely in the nation-
al capital and the air-
craft has been ground-
ed for a detailed in-
spection.

Mishap
 Mainpuri: Five persons,

including two children
and their father died on
Thursday here in a village
after drinking tea alleged-
ly spiked with a chemical,
police said. Shivanandan
(35), his sons Shivang (6)
and Divyansh (5), his fa-
ther-in-law Ravindra
Singh (55), and neighbour
Sobran (42) fell seriously
ill after drinking tea made
in his house in Nagla
Kanhai village,
Superintendent of Police
Kamlesh Dixit said.

Recover
 Jammu: Police on

Thursday recovered
18 detonators packed
in two boxes at
Jammu railway sta-
tion here, officials
said. Police were alert-
ed after some people
found an abandoned
bag at the premises,
they said.

Booked 
 Sambhal: A man has been

booked here for allegedly
making “objectionable re-
marks” against Hindu
gods in a video, police said
on Thursday. Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shrish Chandra said that
the matter was lodged at
Rajpura Police Station
area, after a video found
circulating on social
media in which the ac-
cused was allegedly seen
making remarks with po-
tential to fan religious 
hatred.

Actress and Trinamool
Congress MP Nusrat
Jahan applies ‘tika’ on the
forehead of West Bengal
Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas on the occasion of
the Bhai Dooj festival, in
Kolkata, Thursday

Raosaheb Danve

 Since independence

BJP begins process for selection of candidates

75 years of historic Indian Army
landing at Srinagar airfield

Artists perform during ‘Shaurya Diwas’ celebrations, in Srinagar, Thursday. 

And adopts two
tigers as part of
Swachhta 2.0 

HC RULING



FUNERAL PRAYER

People attend the funeral prayer of slain senior Pakistani journalist Arshad Sharif, in Islamabad, Pakistan,
Thursday, Oct. 27. Thousands of mourners in the capital, Islamabad on Thursday attended the funeral of the out-
spoken Pakistani journalist who was shot and killed by Nairobi police, as the spy chief and the military spokesman
paid tributes to him because of his journalistic work and demanded a probe into his killing. 
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Dubai, Oct 27 (AP):

Iran’s supreme leader
and its president tried
Thursday to link the nation-
wide protests roiling the
country to an Islamic State-
claimed gun attack on a fa-
mous mosque that killed 15
people.

The comments by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and
President Ebrahim Raisi
come as Iran’s theocracy
has been unable to contain
the demonstrations,
sparked by the death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini after
her detention by the coun-
try’s morality police.

The protests, the most se-
rious unrest to grip Iran
since its 2009 Green
Movement demonstrations,
have grown to encompass

anger over Iran’s cratered
economy and its theocracy
as well. Over 200 people
have been killed amid a
crackdown in Iran, with
thousands others arrested
by police, activists say.

On Wednesday, a gunman
opened fire on worshippers
at Shiraz’s Shah Cheragh
mosque, the second-holiest
site in Iran. State media
said at least 15 people had
been killed in the assault,
which authorities initially
attributed to multiple gun-
men.

Footage released
Thursday by authorities
showed the gunman walk-
ing near the mosque with a
large backpack, then later
moving into the mosque
with a Kalashnikov-style as-
sault rifle. Barefoot wor-
shippers inside try to flee as

the man opens fire, then
hunts those hiding behind
whatever they could find.
Blood could be seen on the
mosque’s floor. Riot police
later captured the man, who
authorities have yet to iden-
tify. The Islamic State group
late Wednesday claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack
on its Amaq news agency. It
said an armed IS militant
stormed the shrine and
opened fire on its visitors.
In a speech Thursday, Raisi
described the ongoing
protests as “riots” that al-
lowed for the shooting in
Shiraz. However, there is no
evidence linking extremist
groups to the widespread,
largely peaceful demonstra-
tions that have been repeat-
edly targeted by a heavy-
handed security force
crackdown in the country.

Iran leaders try to link protests to gun attack killing 15

The Hague, Oct 27 (AP):

China has reportedly es-
tablished dozens of “over-
seas police stations” in na-
tions around the world
that activists fear could be
used to track and harass
dissidents as part of
Beijing’s crackdown on
corruption.

Information about the
outposts underscored con-
cerns about the ruling
Chinese Communist
Party’s influence over its
citizens abroad, some-
times in ways deemed ille-
gal by other countries, as
well as the undermining of
democratic institutions
and the the theft of eco-

nomic and political secrets
by bodies affiliated with
the one-party state.

Spanish-based non-gov-
ernment group Safeguard
Defenders published a re-
port last month called “110
Overseas. Chinese
Transnational Policing
Gone Wild” that focused
on the foreign stations.

The Dutch government
said this week it was look-
ing into whether two such
stations one a virtual of-
fice in Amsterdam and the
other at a physical address
in Rotterdam were estab-
lished in the Netherlands.

“We are investigating
the activities of these so-
called police centers. Once

there is more clarity on
the matter, we will decide
on appropriate action,”
the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a
statement sent to The
Associated Press. “We
have not been informed
about these centers via
diplomatic channels.”

The ministry added: “If
the developments outlined
in the report by Safeguard
Defenders threaten to
strengthen the feelings of
intimidation and threats
among the Dutch Chinese
community, that is a bad
thing, and the government
is of the opinion that ac-
tion should be taken
against this.” Chinese

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
said Thursday that
“Chinese public security
authorities strictly ob-
serve the international
law and fully respect the
judicial sovereignty of
other countries.” A day
earlier, another ministry
spokesperson, Wang
Wenbin, also denied
Beijing was doing any-
thing wrong, calling the
outposts service stations
for Chinese people over-
seas. “Due to the impact of
COVID-19, many Chinese
overseas cannot return to
China in time to deal with
matters like driver’s li-
cense renewal.

China accused of using overseas bases to target dissidents

United Nations, Oct 27 (PTI):

Ahead of the 2-day UNSC
counter-terrorism confer-
ence to be hosted by India,
the US has described it as
an important meeting to
strengthen bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries to
combat the global menace.

India for the first time
will be hosting the special
meeting of the United
Nations Security Council’s
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee (CTC) which
will discuss the overarch-
ing theme of Countering
the use of new and emerg-
ing technologies for terror-
ist purposes’.

Senior American diplo-
mat Chris Lu is set to visit

India as the head of the US
delegation which will at-
tend the meeting in
Mumbai and New Delhi
from October 28-29.

Ahead of the key meet-
ing, Lu, the US
Representative for UN

Management and Reform
tweeted, “Looking for-
ward to representing
@USUN at this important
#UN counter-terrorism
convening, as well as
strengthening the ties be-
tween the US and India.”

Looking forward to key UNSC 
counter-terrorism meet in India: US

Washington, Oct 27 (PTI):

Former US President
Donald Trump has prom-
ised that he will take
America’s relationship
with India to the next level
again if he wins the presi-
dential election in 2024.

In a Diwali speech or-
ganised by Republican
Hindu Coalition (RHC) at
his Mar-a-Lago resort in
Florida, Trump told a
gathering of about 200
Indian-Americans that he
shared a great relation-
ship with Hindus, India
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He said he would nomi-
nate RHC founder Shalabh
Kumar as his ambassador
to India if he gets elected
as the US president in
2024. A video of Trump’s
speech at the Diwali recep-
tion last Friday was re-
leased by RHC on Tuesday,
in which the former presi-
dent says that he has not
yet announced if he will
run, but if he does, and
goes on to win in 2024, he
has certain commitments
towards the Indian
American community.

“We had support from

the Hindu population, the
great Hindu people both
times (2016 and 2020) and
great support from India,
people from India. I fully
endorsed the idea of build-
ing a Hindu Holocaust me-
morial in (Washington)
DC. I think it’s time We are
going to get that done,”
Trump said.

Trump said he proba-
bly would not have won
in 2016 but for the sup-
port from the Hindu
community in the battle-
ground States.

He vowed that he will
take America’s relation-
ship with India to the next
level again if he wins the
presidential election in
2024.

In his remarks, Kumar
said Trump has been a
strong friend to the Hindu
community and the RHC
is proud of the achieve-

ments it has made
throughout the years to
empower and embolden
the diaspora in America.

“Diwali is a time for all
of us to reflect upon the
victory of light over dark-
ness, and to look towards a
new year of prosperity
and peace,” he said.

Under Trump, US-India
relations had never been
stronger, as both sides fos-
tered a relationship rooted
in facing common threats
from Pakistan and China
and with respect and ad-
miration for each other,
the RHC said in a state-
ment. Indo-US relation-
ship made great strides in
2017, with President
Trump keeping his elec-
toral promise of being the
“best friend of India” in-
side the White House.

India was the only coun-
try for which the Trump
administration came out
with a 100-year plan; an
honour not accorded to
even America’s top allies.

Will take US-India ties to next level again: Trump

London, Oct 27 (PTI):

Extending Diwali greet-
ings to everyone, Britain’s
newly-appointed Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak has
vowed that he will do every-
thing to build a Britain
where children and grand-
children can light their
Diyas and look to the future
with hope.

Sunak, 42, attended a
Diwali reception at 10
Downing Street here on
Wednesday night, a day
after making history by be-
coming Britain’s first
Prime Minister of Indian
origin.

“Brilliant to drop into
tonight’s Diwali reception
in No10. I will do every-
thing I can in this job to
build a Britain where our
children and our grandchil-
dren can light their Diyas
and look to the future with
hope,” he said in a tweet
with a picture of himself
attending the Diwali recep-
tion at his official resi-
dence.

Sunak, Britain’s first
Indian-origin Prime
Minister, took office on
Tuesday with a pledge to
fix the “mistakes” his pred-
ecessor Liz Truss made

which left a blackhole in
government finances and
the markets in turmoil. He
became the new UK prime
minister after meeting
King Charles III at
Buckingham Palace.

Sunak on Tuesday un-
veiled his top team in place
with key Cabinet appoint-
ments and decided to keep
the new Chancellor,
Jeremy Hunt, in place for
economic stability and
brought back Indian-origin
Suella Braverman as Home

Secretary.
He has pledged to govern

with “integrity” and has
tried to unite the
Conservatives by including
people from different wings
of the party in his top team.

In his statement from 10
Downing Street, Sunak
said that he has been elect-
ed for the mistakes of his
predecessor.

“I want to pay tribute to
my predecessor Liz Truss.
She wasn’t wrong to want
to improve growth in this

country. It is a noble aim
and I admired her restless-
ness to create change but
some mistakes were made,
not born of bad intentions
but mistakes nonetheless,”
he said.

He said he will earn the
trust of Britons and assert-
ed that his government will
have integrity, professional-
ism and accountability at
every level.

“I stand here before you
ready to lead our country
into the future, to put your
needs above politics, to
reach out and build a gov-
ernment that represents
the very best traditions of
my party. Together we can
achieve incredible things,”
he said.

Sunak, a former invest-
ment banker-turned-politi-
cian, is the youngest
British prime minister in
210 years. He is also
Britain’s first Hindu Prime
Minister.

Sunak’s victory in the
Tory leadership race came
at the end of a dramatic few
days in Westminster after
Truss resigned last
Thursday in the wake of a
disastrous tax-cutting
mini-budget and several
policy U-turns.

Will build a Britain where our
children, grandchildren can
light their Diyas: PM Sunak

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaking during his
first Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) in the House of
Commons in London. In his first full day as Britain’s prime
minister, Rishi Sunak on Wednesday delayed a crunch
budget and rebuffed renewed demands for an early gen-
eral election as he began trying to rebuild the
Conservatives’ poll standing.

Former United States president Donald Trump lights a
lamp during an event for Diwali celebrations organised by
Republican Hindu Coalition (RHC), at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Florida, USA. RHC Founder Shalabh Kumar is also
seen. 
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Need strict action
Not at all surprised. The news

comes from Yogi Adityanath’s Uttar
Pradesh (UP), where a 32- year-old
dengue patient died after he al-
legedly transfused mosambi juice
instead of blood platelets at the
Global Hospital and Trauma Centre
in Prayagraj. The hospital has refut-
ed the allegations and said that the
platelets were procured by the rela-
tives of the patient themselves,
which was allegedly supplied with
sweet lime juice in a bag marked as
'plasma'. But this is a lame excuse
on the part of the hospital. Was it
not the duty of the hospital authori-
ty to check the plasma before
transfused mosambi juice? Though
local authorities will take strong ac-
tion to bulldoze the illegally con-
structed building, but not for the
loss of life of a youth. In the mean-
time, UP Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak ordered authorities
to seal the hospital. "Platelet pack-
ets have been sent for testing. If
found guilty, strict action will be
taken against the hospital," he
said. But why not against the seller
or supplier of sweet lime juice in a
bag marked as 'plasma'? But the
big question in a city like Prayagraj,
how an illegally constructed Global
Hospital and Trauma Centre dis-
obeys the district administration’s
order of the hospital was con-
structed without having proper ap-
proval of the building maps? It’s
clearly indicated that how corrup-
tion eats natural justice in the UP?
The UP government must take
strong action against those who
are unable to give satisfactory re-
sponse from the hospital adminis-
tration. Naturally people are not
unhappy to witness the bulldozing
of the illegally constructed build-
ing, but also want against those
authorities of the Prayagraj
Development Authority, who are
delayed to take action.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Not India’s 
achievement

Rishi Sunak has made it to the
office of the Prime Minister be-
cause the Conservative Party has
finally trusted his capability and
suitability after Liz Truss, its prior
choice, blundered her way out of
the office. His Indian origin or his
being a Hindu, which is being over-
played in India, has nothing to do
with his success. His priority would
be to put his country’s economy on
the right track. Those looking for
favours for India in bilateral ties,
trade, immigrant issues, etc., may
be disappointed. Dirty politics has
already started in India even on
this, coupled with senseless state-
ments from some politicians.
Better sense should prevail in our
country that does not mind the exo-
dus of youth, but projects every
achievement of any NRI or person
of Indian origin as a national
achievement.

HHiirraa  SShhaarrmmaa,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Sunak best for Britons
The rise of Indian-origin Rishi

Sunak as Britain’s 57th Prime
Minister is a matter of pride for us.
Born and brought up in Britain,
Sunak is a Briton for all purposes.
His patriotism lies in being a devout
Briton, which he no doubt is.
Religiosity practised within the four
walls of one’s home is a secondary
issue. Therefore, let’s hope and
wish that Sunak proves to be a true
Briton and brings about all good
that Britain at present needs for
ushering in economic development
and social and political well-being
of the Britons at large. Besides, if
he maintains good ties with India, it
will be the icing on the cake.

KKLL  NNooaattaayy,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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An artist performs 'Chathamballi Vishakandan' theyyam, at Kolachery Chathambali Vishakandan Temple in Kannur district.

THEYYAM ARTIST PERFORMS 

G rowing clamour for a separate "Frontier Nagaland" state comprising
six districts in Eastern Nagaland along with the call for the boycott of

forthcoming Assembly elections in these districts until the demand was met,
has triggered a political storm in the state. The pressure is mounting on both the
State and Central governments as these six districts have 20 of the total 60
Assembly seats in the state and the ENPO has clamped a ban on election-relat-
ed campaigns and programmes of announcement of candidates by political par-
ties in these constituencies. Extension of formal invitation by the Central gov-
ernment to the Eastern Nagaland People's Organization (ENPO), which has
been spearheading the statehood movement, for discussion ahead of elections
to the Nagaland Assembly which are due in February next year can prevent a
deadlock. Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio taking the initiative to facilitate discussion
between the ENPO and the Central government is a wise move. The ENPO is the
banner organization of six Naga tribes Konyak, Yimkhiung, Sangtam,
Khiamniungan, Chang and Phomliving in these six districts of Mon, Tuensang,
Kiphire, Longleng, Shamator and Noklak has considerable influence among
masses. Ruling parties are worried that ignoring this political reality might jeop-
ardize their electoral prospects. In the 2013 Nagaland Assembly polls, the
Congress managed to win only one of these 20 Assembly constituencies against
eight won in 2008 as the Manmohan Singh government rejected the ENPO's de-
mand for carving out a separate 'Frontier Nagaland' state from Nagaland. The
statehood demand is not new, and it was in 2010 when the ENPO raised it
through a memorandum submitted to the Congress government at the Centre.
The primary reason cited by the organization for seeking a separate state is the
backwardness and underdevelopment of these districts. Historically, the areas
in these districts were unadministered during colonial rule and in 1945 these
were brought under the erstwhile Tuensang Frontier Division governed by North
East Frontier Agency (NEFA) only in 1948 after India's independence, the first
administrative centre was established at Tuensang. In 1957, the erstwhile Naga
Hills district of Assam was merged with Tuensang Frontier Division and placed
under the central administration under a new administrative unit with the
nomenclature Naga Hills-Tuensang Area. Following the "16-Point agreement'
between the Naga People's Convention and the Central Government in 1960,
and the subsequent passage of the State of Nagaland Act 1962 by the parlia-
ment, the Naga Hills- Tuensang Area was inaugurated as a full-fledged state.
However, even after Nagaland became a full-fledged state, the Tuensang area
continued to have Regional Council with Deputy Commissioner as the
Chairman and there was a separate ministry for Tuensang affairs till 1973 for a
period of ten years. The Regional Council was abolished in 1973. The adminis-
trative experiments during the pre and post-independence era shaped the de-
velopment profile of these six districts and explained the "backwardness" and
"under-development" alleged by the statehood movement leaders. This has
given rise to the debate whether a separate state with these districts will be vi-
able or whether undertaking a massive development push and territorial au-
tonomy for self-governance like Bodoland Territorial Council for the six Naga
tribes under the amended provision of the Sixth Schedule is a viable option to
address the problems of underdevelopment. Such debates can be settled only
at tripartite-level talks between the ENPO, the Central Government and the
Nagaland Government for which the first thing that needs to be done by the
Central Government is to invite the statehood movement leaders for dis-
cussing their demands across the table. The ENPO has so far held two rounds
of talks with officials of the Ministry of Home Affairs, but they are yet to get a
response to their requests made twice for talks with the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. There are indications that the pressure could be mounting for 20
legislators from these six districts to quit to lend support to the statehood
movement if the response from the government is delayed. These political de-
velopments are coinciding with fresh initiatives by the Central Government to
resume the stalled Naga peace process with the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) triggering a plethora of unanswered questions. The
NSCN(IM) and the Naga National Political Groups (NNPG) agreeing to form a
Council of Naga Relationship and Cooperation has given rise to fresh hopes of
the signing of a single peace accord by the Government of India with all Naga
rebel groups if contentious issues of a separate flag and constitution for Nagas
could be resolved. There is no clarity from negotiating parties about likely
changes in governance and power-sharing following the signing of the final
Naga peace accord and if the final settlement will have provisions to address
issues raised by the ENPO. The six districts in question are strategically locat-
ed along the India-Myanmar border which puts the spotlight on the statehood
demand. The "Frontier Nagaland" issue will keep Nagaland's political pot boil-
ing ahead of assembly polls.

S pecies are going extinct at an
unusually high rate. Our ef-

forts now will prevent a future too
ghastly to contemplate. Mounting evi-
dence is pointing to the world having
entered a sixth mass extinction. If the
current rate of extinction continues
we could lose most species by 2200.
The implication for human health and
wellbeing is dire, but not inevitable. In
the timeline of fossil evidence going
right back to the first inkling of any
life on Earth over 3.5 billion years ago
almost 99 percent of all species that
have ever existed are now extinct.
That means that as species evolve
over time a process known as specia-
tion' they replace other species that
go extinct. Extinctions and speciations
do not happen at uniform rates
through time; instead, they tend to
occur in large pulses interspersed by
long periods of relative stability.
These extinction pulses are what sci-
entists refer to as mass extinction
events. The Cambrian explosion was a
burst of speciation some 540 million
years ago. Since then, at least five
mass extinction events have been
identified in the fossil record (and
probably scores of smaller ones).
Arguably the most infamous of these
was when a giant asteroid smashed
into Earth about 66 million years ago
in what is now the Gulf of Mexico. The
collision vapourised species immedi-
ately within the blast zone.

Later, species were killed off by cli-
mate change arising from pulverised
particulates suspended in the atmos-
phere, as well as intense volcano ac-
tivity stimulated by the buckling of

the Earth's crust from the asteroid's
impact. Together, about 76 percent of
all species around at the time went
extinct, of which the disappearance of
the dinosaurs is most well-known. But
dinosaurs didn't disappear altogether
the survivors just evolved into birds.
To be classified as a mass extinction,
at least 75 percent of all the species
on Earth must go extinct within a
short' geological period of less than
2.8 million years. That timeframe
seems long to us because modern hu-
mans have only existed for about
200,000 years so far. As a species, hu-
mans have been implicated in smaller
extinction events going back to the
late Pleistocene (around 50,000 years
ago) to the early Holocene (around
12,000 years ago) when most of the
megafauna', such as woolly mam-
moths, giant sloths, diprotodons, and
cave bears, disappeared from nearly
every continent over a few thousand
years. Much later, the expansion of
European colonists throughout the
world from about the 14th Century
precipitated an extinction cascade
first on islands, and then to areas of
continental mainland as the drive to
exploit natural resources accelerated.
Over the last 500 hundred years, there
have been more than 700 documented
extinctions of vertebrates and 600
plant species. These extinctions come
nowhere near the 75 percent thresh-
old to include the modern era among
the previous mass-extinction events.

But those are just the extinctions
humans have recorded. In fact, many
species go extinct before they are
even discovered perhaps as many as
25 percent of total extinctions are
never noticed by humans. Even ac-
counting for undetected extinctions,
the modern era still cannot be classi-
fied as a mass extinction event. But it's
not the total number of extinctions we
should focus on; rather, it's the extinc-
tion rate. If past mass extinctions took
nearly three million years to ensue,
then we should instead examine how
many species go extinct per unit of
time relative to the background' ex-
tinction rate that occurs between

mass-extinction events. According to
the fossil record, the average lifespan'
of a species is around one million
years, which equates to a background
rate of about 0.1 2.0 extinctions per
million species-years'. This makes the
number of observed extinctions in the
modern era 10 to 10,000 times higher
than the background rate. Even the
most conservative estimates that ig-
nore undetected extinctions firmly
place the modern era well within the
expected range to qualify as a mass
extinction. An optimist might contend
that surely the rate of loss will decline
with time, such that we'd be unlikely
to meet the 75 percent threshold.
However, the outlook is not at all rosy.
The devastation wrought to date
means the extinction rate is only likely
to accelerate. Most of the damage to
the Earth's life-support system has
happened over the last century. The
global human population has tripled
since 1950, and there are now approxi-
mately one million species threatened
with imminent extinction due to mas-
sive population declines, representing
about 10 15 percent of all complex life
on Earth. Since the start of agriculture
around 11,000 years ago, the total
amount of vegetation on Earth has
halved.

Less than 15 percent of all wetlands
recorded 300 years ago are still pres-
ent today, and more than two-thirds of
the world's oceans are compromised
to some extent by human activity. Not
to mention climate change. Recent
evidence suggests global warming
causes up to ten times more extinc-
tions than we might expect by looking
only at a species' upper temperature
limit. In fact, when we take the rela-
tionships between species into ac-
count such as predators depending on
their prey, parasites depending on
their hosts, or flowering plants de-
pending on their pollinators near-fu-
ture extinctions are expected to sky-
rocket. The IUCN Red List tracks
species most under threat. But it also
shows just how little we know about
species extinction. A truly indifferent
person might also claim that as long

as the species that provide resources
for modern societies survive, there's
no reason to consider extinction a
problem. The evidence suggests oth-
erwise. Species loss also erodes the
services biodiversity provides us.
These include reduced carbon se-
questration that exacerbates climate
change, reduced pollination and in-
creased soil degradation that compro-
mise our food production, poorer
water and air quality, more frequent
and intense flooding and fires, and
poorer human health. Even human
diseases like HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and
COVID-19 are the result of our collec-
tive indifference to the integrity of
natural ecosystems. You could be for-
given for thinking that in the presence
of overwhelming scientific evidence
supporting the necessity to change
our course, human societies and their
leaders would prioritise damage con-
trol. In fact, the opposite is occurring. 

Short-term interests, an economic
system that concentrates wealth
among a few individuals, the rise of
right-wing populism with anti-envi-
ronment agendas, and financed disin-
formation campaigns designed to pro-
tect short-term profits, mean it's un-
likely we'll be able to make changes at
sufficient scale to avoid environmen-
tal catastrophe. A ghastly future
seems almost assured. However, the
grim outlook does not justify inaction.
On the contrary, we could potentially
limit the damage if societies around
the globe embraced certain funda-
mental, yet achievable, changes. We
could abolish the goal of perpetual
economic growth, and force compa-
nies to restore the environment using
established mechanisms such as car-
bon pricing. We could limit undue cor-
porate influence on political decision-
making, and end corporate lobbying
of politicians. Educating and empow-
ering women, including providing
greater self-determination in family
planning, would help stem environ-
mental destruction. With a little effort
and longer-term planning, we could
make our future just that little bit less
ghastly. 

Claire Bessant

Over 40% of UK parents put photos or
videos of their children online. Showing
just how prevalent online sharing now is,
in June 2022 the word "sharenting" en-
tered the Oxford English Dictionary,
meaning when a parent shares news, im-
ages and videos of their children on so-
cial media. Parents engage in sharenting
for many reasons: because they're proud
of their children and want to tell family
and friends about their children's mile-
stones and daily lives; to seek support
from and offer advice to other parents;
and to store memories. It can also be a
source of income. Influencers may earn
substantial amounts from brand partner-
ships when sharing their family lives on-
line. Decisions about whether, where,
and how much to share pose a dilemma
for many parents. New parents may find
themselves confronted by an uncomfort-
able paradox: they know sharenting may
have implications for their children's pri-
vacy, but find social media to be an im-
portant source of support and connection
to other first-time parents. Some parents
may feel they have no real choice.
Increasingly parents are encouraged into
sharenting by third parties. This includes
family, friends, schools, community, the

media, and big brands. 
More research is still needed to

confirm exactly how sharenting im-
pacts upon children and their priva-
cy. However, sharenting does ap-
pear to pose some risks. Some par-
ents have stopped sharenting after
discovering their children's photos
have become the target of preda-
tors. Researchers have also discov-
ered that it is relatively easy for
third parties to obtain photographs,
names and birth dates of children
through parents' Facebook and
Instagram posts and to link this informa-
tion with other online and offline sources
to create detailed profiles. New parents
considering posting a birth announce-
ment on social media should keep in
mind that sharing this information may
expose their child to the risk of identity
fraud. Many popular social media
providers collect and share information
with each other. Sharented information
can be collected by other companies,
who monetise this information, profiling
children and their families, using their in-
terests and likes to target marketing.

WWhhaatt  ttoo  bbeeaarr  iinn  mmiinndd
There are ways to make sharing on so-

cial media more secure. You can turn off
geotagging on your smartphone's cam-

era app so location data does not attach
to photos. Another option is to review pri-
vacy settings and to limit who can see
your posts. On Instagram, for example,
by default, adult accounts are set to pub-
lic. Set your account to private if you
want your information to be available
only to your followers. Alternatively, con-
sider using one of the many private social
networks, designed for families who
don't want to share information beyond a
select group of people. Children's images
and information are increasingly shared
not just by parents, but also by family
members, friends and schools. New par-
ents may find it helpful to think about
how they want their children to be por-
trayed on social media and to have con-
versations with friends and family about

how their children's information will
be shared online before their child's
birth. This may avoid conflict at a
later stage. It's also worth thinking
about the impact your posts might
have in the future. Babies and tod-
dlers can't tell you what they think
about your posts so as their privacy
steward you need to consider how
your posts might affect them. When
you share your children's informa-
tion online you are creating your
child's digital identity, a digital foot-
print which will follow your child

their entire lives. Consider whether your
child will want friends or future employ-
ers to see the information you shared of
them as a baby. When teenagers start to
develop their own identity they may be-
come particularly concerned about their
privacy, and about how the way they are
portrayed online may affect their friend-
ships and relationships. Avoid informa-
tion that is over-revealing or private, or
that might upset or embarrass your child
in the future, such as potty training,
tantrums, nude or semi-clothed images,
and images that children might consider
make them look unattractive.

TThhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess
Some research has been carried out to

investigate what young people think of

sharenting. Some say it can be positive, if
they're portrayed well and the content
supports a positive online image or iden-
tity. Some children say their parents'
posts make them feel happy and proud,
while others like that it can help them
connect with extended family. One child
of a parent who blogged online about her
family said it can be "pretty cool... like
having a big family of people who've
been watching me grow up." Some chil-
dren, however, suggest sharenting may
cause embarrassment and anxiety. Many
want their parents to ask for their per-
mission before posting. Even one who did
not think that sharenting had a negative
impact on them said that it can mean "a
different type of growing up" and is not
something they would do as parents.
Once you feel your child is old enough to
express a view, speak to them. Finding
out what your child does and doesn't
want you to post can avoid irritation,
frustration, misunderstandings and con-
flict. Explain who you want to share infor-
mation with and why. The NSPCC's fami-
ly online agreement, which prompts par-
ents and children to agree a strategy be-
fore posting information online, could be
used to start conversations about shar-
enting from an early age.(The
Conversation)

What new parents need to know about sharenting?
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Jason Sharples

C limate change is creating a new kind of dangerous wildfire. It will
take all our tools to keep communities safe. Heatwaves have been

going through some extraordinary changes in recent history. Since midway
through the 20th century, their intensity, frequency and duration have in-
creased across the globe and these changes are happening faster and faster.
Research indicates that this is simply not possible without human influence
on the climate. A child born today could see an extra 30 to 50 heatwave days
every year by the time they are 80, up from roughly 4 to 10 days today.
Southern states of Australia, such as Victoria and South Australia, which al-
ready experience the country's hottest heatwaves, could see hot days be-
come hotter by up to 4 degrees Celsius. Across Europe, heatwaves may be-
come hotter by up to 10 degrees Celsius and some heatwaves will last up to
two months by the end of this century. In just the next 20 years, the US will
experience three to five more heatwaves every decade compared to the sec-
ond half of the 20th century. Heatwaves are closely linked to droughts.
Generally, a large amount of energy from the Sun goes into drying out mois-
ture in the landscape. But as the amount of moisture available for evapora-
tion declines during a drought, more energy is available for heating the air
and the temperature rises. This can become a vicious cycle of increasing
evaporation and desiccation of the land surface. And of course, during times
of heatwaves and droughts, wildfires will ignite more readily, burn more in-
tensely and spread faster. The link between wildfire and heatwaves has been
seen across the world in numerous examples. The Australian 2019-20 fire
season, known as the Black Summer', saw huge areas of the populated east-
ern seaboard dramatically ablaze. The fact that it coincided with Australia's
hottest and driest year on record was no accident. Extreme fire weather
rolled across the continent on an almost weekly basis. First a heatwave would
develop across southeast Australia, with hot and dry air funnelled from the
centre of the continent drying out dead litter and branches and even live veg-
etation. This, combined with strong north-westerly winds forming ahead of a
cold front, required just a spark to result in what became known as
firestorms'. Then, the cold front would arrive, further escalating fire behav-
iour and triggering thunderstorms and lightning strikes many of which would
flare into the next round of wildfires. Deep and extensive drought all but guar-
anteed the fires found fuel that was fully available to burn. In lock-step with
heatwaves, wildfires are a worsening global problem and extreme wildfires,
in particular, are affecting fire-prone regions such as western North America,
Eastern Russia, and Mediterranean Europe. For example, the Russian heat-
wave in 2010, when 300,000 hectares were destroyed by simultaneous wild-
fires; the 2016 western Canadian heatwave and the Fort McMurray wildfire;
and the more recent 2021 record heatwave in British Columbia where tem-
perature records were smashed by up to 5 C, and which was immediately fol-
lowed by the destruction of the town of Lytton by wildfire. With climate
change driving more heatwaves, associated weather and climate-related fac-
tors will increase the incidence of extreme wildfires. A Royal Commission ini-
tiated after Australia's Black Summer fire disaster pointed to an urgent need
to improve disaster management capabilities in order to respond to more fre-
quent, intense, complex and costly fires under a changing climate. This can
be done in all of three ways: first, limit the vulnerability of communities and
ecosystems to fire; second, limit communities and ecosystems exposure to
fire; third, limit the fire itself. For example, improving community information
and fire preparedness reduces vulnerability. Improved development planning,
building standards and management of the forest-urban boundary reduces
exposure. Land management that reduces the opportunity for large fires to
develop, or firefighting to extinguish fires once they start, reduces the fire it-
self. Information about forest dryness is useful for early warning and pre-
paredness for extreme fires. Pursuing ambitious global greenhouse gas miti-
gation alongside national and local measures to adapt to a climate changed
world, is a necessary strategy if we are to limit further increases in fire risk.

Climate change’s 
dangerous new fires

The Sixth Mass Extinction is happening 
now, and it doesn’t look good for us

A political potboiler 
in Nagaland 

COREY BRADSHAW
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Out of stock

New Delhi: Minister
of State For
Electronics and IT
Rajeev
Chandrasekhar  said
he has spoken to
Apple on reports of
stores in the national
capital running out of
stock of the firm's lat-
est phone offering
iPhone14 Pro. The
minister also said
there has been a surge
in demand for iPhone
14 Pro and Apple is ad-
dressing the supply
constraints. "I have
spoken with Apple
and they have said
while iPhone14 de-
mand is being met
also with India pro-
duction, the iPhone14
pro demand has
surged and is facing
supply constraints
which they are ad-
dressing," he tweeted.

Global conference
Panaji: Innovators
from across the globe
will participate in the
seventh edition of
India International
Innovation and
Invention Expo to be
held in Goa on
November 15-20, the
organisers said.
During a presser on
Tuesday, Chairman of
Goa State Innovation
Council Jose Manuel
Noronha said that the
innovators from
Poland, Saudi Arabia,
Croatia, Macau,
China, Malaysia and
Iran have confirmed
their participation for
the conference. More
countries are expected
to be added to the par-
ticipants' list in the
coming days. The con-
ference titled INEX
2022 will be held in as-
sociation with the Goa
government's
Department of
Science, Technology
and Waste
Management, Goa
State Innovation
Council, and Indian
Innovators'
Association in part-
nership with Polish
Company IBS Global.

Foundation stone

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to per-
form the ground-
breaking ceremony
and lay foundation
stone of
ArcelorMittal's
Hazira steel plant ex-
pansion project on
Friday in Gujarat,
sources said.
According to the
sources, "PM
Narendra Modi is the
chief guest for the
Bhoomi Pujan for
AMNS India's Hazira
plant expansion proj-
ect on October 28,
2022." Besides PM,
Union Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra
Patel, and
ArcelorMittal's
Executive Chairman
Lakshmi Mittal and
CEO Aditya Mittal
will be attending the
event, they said on
Wednesday.
Government and com-
pany officials are also
expected to attend the
event, the sources
added.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India's textiles sector
aims to hit USD 100 billion
exports in 5-6 years, which
would take the industry's
combined domestic and in-
ternational economic value
to USD 250 billion, Union
minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday. Outbound
shipments from the coun-
try's textiles segment stood
at around USD 42 billion in
2021-22. Addressing mem-
bers of Export Promotion
Councils through video
conference here, the
Minister of Textiles,
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution and
Commerce & Industry said
manufacturers should start
securing cotton to meet
their demands. Besides, all
those involved with cotton
industry should meet to dis-
cuss the strategy to trace

cotton and ensure value of
the cotton products.

The minister said that last
year, textile export was ap-
proximately USD 42 billion,
while the target is to achieve
USD 100 billion by next 5-6
years. He said that if
achieved, the economic
value of the sector will be
worth USD 250 billion collec-
tively, including its domestic
as well as international mar-
kets. Production of cotton is
estimated at 34.19 million
bales (of 170 kg each) in the

2022-23 crop year (July-June)
as against 31.20 million bales
in the previous year, as per
agriculture ministry's latest
data.

Cotton is one of the major
Kharif (summer-sown)
crops. The harvesting of cot-
ton crops has begun from
October. Goyal said that
funds are available under
the Textile Mission and
should be utilised in new
projects, adding that the po-
tential of textile sector may
be showcased in G-20.
Participation of industry
representatives in the shop-
ping festivals recently an-
nounced by the finance min-
ister may also be pursued,
the minister said. The virtu-
al meeting was convened
with senior representatives
of all the 11 Export
Promotion Councils under
the Ministry of Textiles, in-
cluding Apparel Export

Promotion Council, The
Cotton Textiles Export
Promotion Council, Carpet
Export Promotion Council,
Export Promotion Council
for Handicrafts. In addition,
representatives of industry
associations, including the
Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry, Tiruppur
Exporters Association and
The Southern India Mills'
Association also participat-
ed in the meeting. Goyal ob-
served that a two-day meet-
ing should be organised to
discuss new ideas on
strengthening the textile sec-
tor. At least 50 per cent par-
ticipants should be young-
sters and there should be in-
volvement of Quality
Control of India (QCI), com-
merce, DPIIT, finance, bank-
ing export insurance for ho-
listic engagement so that
overarching themes may be
discussed.

India’s textiles sector eyeing
USD 100-billion exports in

5-6 years: Goyal
New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India is likely to see the
world's biggest rise in en-
ergy demand this decade,
with demand climbing 3
per cent annually due to
urbanisation and industri-
alisation, the
International Energy
Agency (IEA) said in its
World Energy Outlook re-
leased on Thursday.

While the push for re-
newable energy will see it
meeting as much as 60 per
cent of the growth in de-
mand for power, coal will
continue to meet a third of
overall energy demand by
2030 and another quarter
will be met by oil. "India
becomes the world's most
populous country by 2025
and, combined with the
twin forces of urbanisa-
tion and industrialisation,
this underpins rapid
growth in energy demand,
which rises by more than 3
per cent per year in the
Stated Policies Scenario
(STEPS) from 2021 to 2030,"
IEA said. "It sees the

largest increase in energy
demand of any country."
Even though India contin-
ues to make great strides
with renewables deploy-
ment and efficiency poli-
cies, the sheer scale of its
development means that
the combined import bill
for fossil fuels doubles
over the next two decades,
with oil by far the largest
component.

"This points to contin-
ued risks to energy securi-
ty," IEA said. IEA said the
world is in the midst of the
first global energy crisis,
triggered by Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine.
"Pressures in markets pre-
dated Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, but Russia's ac-
tions have turned a rapid
economic recovery from
the pandemic -- which
strained all manner of
global supply chains, in-
cluding energy -- into full-
blown energy turmoil," it
said.

Russia has been by far
the world's largest ex-
porter of fossil fuels, but

its curtailments of natural
gas supply to Europe and
European sanctions on im-
ports of oil and coal from
Russia are severing one of
the main arteries of global
energy trade. All fuels are
affected, but gas markets
are the epicentre as Russia
seeks leverage by exposing
consumers to higher ener-
gy bills and supply short-
ages. In India, coal meets a
third of growth with de-
mand rising above 770 mil-
lion tonnes of coal equiva-
lent (Mtce) by 2030, and
continuing thereafter be-
fore peaking in the early
2030s.

Oil demand meets a fur-
ther quarter of the energy
demand growth and rises
to nearly 7 million barrels
per day by 2030 from 4.7
million bpd in 2021. Coal
generation is projected to
continue to expand in ab-
solute terms, peaking
around 2030, though its
share of electricity gener-
ation falls from just below
75 per cent to 55 per cent
over this period.

India to see biggest jump in
energy demand globally: IEA

Hyderabad, Oct 27: 

Air India Express, India's
first international budget
airline, on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of a di-
rect international flight
from Vijayawada to
Sharjah from October 31. A
press release from the oper-
ator said the inaugural
flight is scheduled to take
off on October 31 at 06.35
PM. The inaugural fares for
the Vijayawada-Sharjah
sector begin at Rs 13,669,
while those for the Sharjah-
Vijayawada sector begin at
AED 399. Aloke Singh, CEO
of Air India Express, said,
"We are happy to announce
the debut international
service of Air India
Express between
Vijayawada and Sharjah.
After the pandemic's two

arduous years, the India-
Gulf aviation sector has
seen a smart recovery,
bouncing back to almost
pre-pandemic levels. For
those travelling to UAE,
particularly to Dubai and
the Northern Emirates, the
direct service to Sharjah
will be a huge benefit, with
a well-timed flight."
Currently, Air India
Express is the only airline
that offers international
services in and out of
Vijayawada. In addition to
Sharjah, Air India Express
flies from Vijayawada to
Muscat and Kuwait with a
B737-800 NG aircraft, offer-
ing comfortable seats, a
buy-on-board meal service
besides pre-ordered hot
meals, and in-seat power
for charging mobile de-
vices.

Air India Express to launch
Vijayawada-Sharjah direct

flight from Oct 31 New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India  asked Beijing-
based multilateral lend-
ing agency AIIB to scale
up investments in priori-
ty areas like clean ener-
gy and infrastructure
sector with a special
focus on education and
health. Addressing the
annual meeting of the
Board of Governors of
the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB),
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said India has embarked
on the path of a self-re-
liant economy and there-
fore has been successful
in mitigating the nega-
tive effects of the pan-
demic.

As regards AIIB, she
said, it needs to scale-up
investments in key prior-
ity areas, including clean
energy and energy effi-

ciency, disaster resilient
infrastructure, social in-
frastructure with a spe-
cial focus on education
and health, and digital
infrastructure in order
to ensure a meaningful
impact is achieved and
resources are not scat-

tered in multiple areas.
As public resources
alone are insufficient to
meet the vast infrastruc-
ture needs of the mem-
bers, she advised that the
bank should not only
play a catalytic role in
mobilising diverse pri-
vate sector resources but
also explore mechanisms
to augment its own re-
sources, including
through early action on
the recommendations of
G20's Expert Panel's
Report on the multilater-
al development bank's
Capital Adequacy
Framework (CAF).

Referring to the Indian
economy, she said the
well-targeted policy mix
accompanied by major
structural reforms and a
sound external balance
sheet have aided its
growth despite exoge-
nous threats.

FM asks AIIB to scale up 
investments in clean energy, infra

Union Minister for Finance and
Corporate Affairs Nirmala

Sitharaman attends the 7th
Annual Meeting of Board of

Governors of Asian
Infrastructure Investment

Bank through video confer-
ence, from New Delhi.

Mumbai, Oct 27:  

India can accelerate
green investments to USD
12.1 trillion by 2050 and
reap a host of benefits, a
consultancy firm said on
Thursday. With the ongo-
ing rate, India's net Green
House Gas (GHG) emis-
sions will rise to 11.8 giga-
tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent by 2070 from
the 2.9 gigatons in 2019,
Mckinsey & Co said in a
report.

However, India has the
potential to create 287 gi-
gatons of carbon space for
the world if it accelerates
its efforts to fight climate
change, the report said,
adding that this amounts
to almost half of the glob-
al carbon budget for an
even chance at limiting
warming to 1.5 degree cel-

sius. "India's decarbonisa-
tion will require an esti-
mated USD 12.1 trillion (5.9
per cent of GDP) of green
investments until 2050 for
the 'accelerated' scenario,"
it said. India has commit-
ted to net zero emissions
by 2070. As per earlier esti-
mates, the shift to net zero
by 2070 will require USD
10 trillion worth invest-
ments. Mckinsey said
there are tailwinds which
would be of help to a coun-
try like India, including re-
ducing costs of renew-
ables, electric vehicles and
progressive policies.
However, there are chal-
lenges as well, including
renewable capacity addi-
tion of 10 GW increasing
to 40-50 GW per year, and
the reduction needed in
battery and hydrogen
costs, it added.

India can accelerate
green investments to USD

12.1 trillion by 2050

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty settled
on a positive note on
Thursday, helped by buy-
ing in metal and realty
stocks amid mixed global
market trends.

The 30-share BSE
benchmark climbed
212.88 points or 0.36 per
cent to settle at 59,756.84.
During the day, it jumped
415.98 points or 0.69 per
cent to 59,959.94. On simi-
lar lines, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 80.60
points or 0.46 per cent to
end at 17,736.95. In the
Sensex pack, Tata Steel,
Power Grid, Sun Pharma,
Bharti Airtel, Titan, Axis
Bank, Dr Reddy's and

NTPC were among the
major winners. On the
other hand, Bajaj
Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
Asian Paints, Tech
Mahindra and Nestle

were among the laggards.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul and Hong
Kong ended higher, while
Tokyo and Shanghai set-
tled lower.

Sensex climbs 212 points;
metal stocks sparkle

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

The rupee appreciated 34
paise to close at 82.47 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Thursday as the
greenback retreated from
its elevated levels. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened at 82.15 and wit-
nessed a high of 82.14 and a
low of 82.51. It finally set-
tled at 82.47 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a rise of 34 paise over
its last close. In the previ-
ous session on Tuesday, the
rupee appreciated by 7
paise to 82.81 against the
dollar. The forex market
was closed on Wednesday
on account of Diwali
Balipratipada. "Rupee rose

sharply as the dollar
plunged against its major
crosses. Weaker-than-ex-
pected economic data from
the US led to a retracement
in the dollar," said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex & Bullion
Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. The ex-

pectation is that the US
Federal Reserve will slow
the pace of its rate hiking
cycle. This sent the euro
back above parity with the
greenback for the first time
in a month, Somaiya added.

The pound extended its
gains on optimism that
Rishi Sunak and his team
will restore stability and
credibility in the UK. "We
expect the USD/INR(Spot)
to quote in the range of
82.10 and 82.50," Somaiya
said. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was quoted 0.36 per
cent higher at 110.09. Global
oil benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.06 per cent to
USD 95.63 per barrel.

Rupee rises 34 paise to close
at 82.47 against US dollarNew Delhi, Oct 27: 

PNB Housing Finance
on Thursday reported 11.7
per cent rise in net profit
at Rs 262.63 crore for
September quarter 2022-23
on a modest rise in core
income. The non-banking
finance company had
logged a net profit of Rs
235.21 crore in the year-
ago period. Total income
increased to Rs 1,683.43
crore from Rs 1,586.41
crore in the same period of
2021-22, PNB Housing
Finance said in a regulato-
ry filing. Core interest in-
come of the Delhi-based
housing finance company
rose 6.5 per cent in the
quarter to Rs 1,597.54
crore as against Rs
1,499.88 crore in the year-
ago period.

PNB Housing Finance
Q2 profit rises 12 pc

at Rs 263 crore

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Ola Electric, India’s
largest electric vehicles
company, has today made
a big push towards taking
India closer to ending the
era of petrol vehicles with
the launch of all-new Ola
S1 Air. Engineered to be a
world class electric scoot-
er, Ola’s latest expansion
of its S1 portfolio will take
India’s EV revolution to
the masses.

Bhavish Aggarwal,
Founder and CEO, Ola,
said, “The End of ICE Age
is closer to being a reality
than ever before. From
4000 units a month before
our entry into electric mo-
bility, EVs now stand for
15% of the entire scooter
segment, and in cities like
Delhi, Bengaluru and

Pune, is even higher at
40% of the new scooter
sales! To truly end the era
of ICE vehicles, India’s EV
revolution has to become a
mass movement, and the
S1 Air is a significant step
in that direction.

With the introduction of
the Ola S1 Air, we have
transformed the everyday
scooter from being merely
functional, to a sophisti-
cated and technologically
advanced product with
the latest MoveOS fea-
tures. Our mission of en-
suring all 2Ws in India are

electric by 2025 is in
sight!” The new S1 Air is
built on the S1 platform
and retains the same cut-
ting-edge design, but Ola
has re-engineered the
powertrain and battery
pack. Powered by a
2.5KWh battery pack and
a 4.5KW hub motor, the S1
Air weighs only 99 kgs, de-
livers a top-speed of
85Km/hr, goes from 0-40 in
just 4.3 seconds. It also
comes with an IDC range
of 100Km in Eco mode,
which makes it the perfect
urban scooter.

Ola Electric launches all-new Ola S1 Air
New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The government  un-
veiled new policy
reforms for satel-
lite communica-
tions services to
ease procedures
and streamline
clearance process-
es and nudged the
telecom industry
to substantially
speed up the deployment
of 5G towers. Telecom
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the
current pace of tower de-
ployment at only 2,500 per
week for 5G is "very less"
and needs to be increased
to at least 10,000 per week.

Vaishnaw pulled up the
telecom industry for the
slow deployment of 5G
towers, saying the gov-

ernment has done its bit
in ushering in sectoral re-
forms, and it is now up to

the industry to
step up and do its
bit in enabling
faster 5G roll out.
He, however,
stopped short of
spelling out what
the repercussions
will be for those
companies not

heeding the government's
call to speed up 5G tower
deployment.

On reforms, the minis-
ter said that for 5G anten-
na to be deployed on
street furniture, SACFA
(Standing Advisory
Committee on Frequency
Allocation) clearance will
not be required now, and
the process has been
made online.

Govt unveils Satcom reforms; nudges
telecom cos to deploy 5G towers fast

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Insurance sector regulator
Irdai has allowed foreign
reinsurance branches,
including Lloyd's India, to
repatriate up to 20 per cent
of the excess assigned capi-
tal to attract more players
and allow free movement of
capital. As part of the ease
of doing business in India,
various committees deliber-
ated on the repatriation of
excess assigned capital by
Foreign Reinsurance
Branches (FRB) and Lloyd's
India. As per Irdai norms, the
registration of branch offices
of foreign reinsurers other
than Lloyd's have 'assigned
capital' and net owned funds

(NOFs) as the capital
requirements for setting up
business in India. The appli-
cant's NOF should not be
less than the prescribed
amount of Rs 500 crore at
any time and should infuse a
minimum assigned capital of
Rs 100 crore into the branch
office.
After careful examination of
the recommendations of the
working groups, it is noted
that to ensure sufficient
reinsurance capacity in India
and to attract more reinsur-
ance players for offering
reinsurance at a competitive
price, the free movement of
assigned capital for foreign
reinsurance branches is
required. 

Foreign reinsurers can
repatriate up to 20 pc of
assigned capital: Irdai

A
ll set to spill some
beans about her up-
coming film –

‘Phone Bhoot’ and interest-
ing moments about her life
after marriage, the newly-
wed actress, Katrina Kaif
will be gracing the sets of
Sony Entertainment
Television’s, most adored
comedy show The Kapil
Sharma Show this
Saturday i.e. 29th October
at 9:30 pm along with her
co-stars Siddhant
Chaturvedi and Ishaan
Khatter. The episode prom-
ises to be a laugh riot with
candid banter, fun anec-
dotes, endless giggles and
amusing antics of Kapil’s
naya parivaar –  Sumona
(Bindu), Gaurav Dubey
(Majnu Bhai from
Welcome), Sidharth Sagar
(Uday Bhai from
Welcome), Rehmaan
(Saleem) and Kiku
(Akbar).

Katrina who will be
gracing the show for the
first time post her mar-
riage to Vicky Kaushal will
open up about her life after
marriage. In a candid con-
versation host, Kapil
Sharma will be seen ask-
ing Katrina by what name
her sasural people call her
as Punjabi moms have a
unique style while calling
people and his mother too

refers him as ‘Kapal’.
Responding to

this, Katrina
will go on to
s u r p r i s e

everyone as
she shares her

sasural people
fondly calls her

‘Kitto’.

ACROSS

1. Nothing more than

5. Tibetan monk

9. Edgar ____ Poe

14. Toaster ____

15. Platoon

16. Brownish gray

17. Orange's kin

19. Margins

20. Certain poem

21. Fictional clownfish

22. Sci-fi weapons

23. Married again

25. Opera tunes

27. Valley

29. More sharply inclined

34. Interior

37. Doctor's charge

38. Small or large, e.g.

39. Wild disorder

40. Transparent

42. Shore bird

43. Apex

44. Lawn starter

45. Biblical mount

47. Knitting rods

49. Bed support

50. Basketball's Shaquille ____

52. Brink

56. Tension

60. Hay unit

62. Everybody

63. Depart

64. Pertaining to plants

66. Zealous

67. Summer drinks

68. Hand over

69. Clothe

70. Williams and Kennedy

71. Eve's garden

DOWN

1. Engine

2. Avoid

3. Restore

4. School subj.

5. Tempt

6. Critter

7. Underage person

8. Consumed

9. Sergeant's command (2 wds.)

10. Young fellows

11. Sled

12. Copycat

13. Loch ____ monster

18. Terminated

22. Type of football pass

24. Rewrote

26. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)

28. Reduces
30. Landed manor
31. Marina sight
32. Poet ____ Pound
33. Lease
34. Tehran's land
35. Agreeable
36. Not all
37. Nourished
41. Stockings
46. Black bird
48. Defeated ones
49. Scheduled
51. Residence
53. Rushed
54. Forest clearing
55. Actress ____ Burstyn
56. Toboggan
57. Rip apart
58. Current fad
59. Preceding nights
61. Young lady
64. Flying mammal
65. Rink surface
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AquariusA temporary lack of belief in your
abilities might have you hesitating to start a
project or take on a task that you'd normal-
ly snap up. This could involve something
you've wanted to try or helping someone
else. Your faith in yourself should never
flag, but if it does, it's important to remem-
ber that hard work can be as important as
talent - and you aren't afraid of that!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A phone conversation with someone who
lives far away might have you feeling a bit
sad, reflecting on how much you miss that
person. This can lead to pondering about
your life. You might question the direction
you seem to be moving in and consider
other possible options. You're likely to be
cautious when it comes to making final deci-
sions, Pisces. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might be in a reflective and
meditative mood. You may think about
mundane matters, such as how to
increase your income, or more complex
issues, such as the purpose of life. You
aren't likely to want to do much socializ-
ing today, Aries. It's probably the perfect
day to stay in, relax, and enjoy your own
company. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Obligations to friends and groups could
interfere with time that you want to spend
with your partner. A number of people in
your home might demand more of your
time, energy, and attention, and you
might find this disconcerting. You're no
one's servant, Taurus. You're entitled to
enjoy yourself. Save some time for your
mate at the end of the day.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might wake up this morning and
decide your home is a total wreck. The
desire to spend the day cleaning and
sprucing up your house might prove
almost obsessive. Do what you have to
do, but don't get so caught up that you
forget about the big picture. Whatever
you do today, Gemini, view it in its
proper perspective. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Extra time and attention that you have
been devoting to your career should pay
off about now. You've worked hard to be
where you are, and you aren't through
climbing the ladder of success just yet.
You aren't likely to rest on your laurels.
Today you might spend a lot of time plan-
ning your next goal. A little ingenuity will
definitely pay off here, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An older male visitor could contact you,
possibly offering to help you with some
work that needs to be done. Family mem-
bers may have abandoned you for the day
to go out and do their own thing. You will
welcome the offer. Practical matters, such
as the household budget, might need atten-
tion, so set aside some time to work out the
details.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today you might perform some service to
people who live in your neighborhood.
Perhaps you will chauffeur people around
to do their shopping. Perhaps you will help
people with household tasks. Pets may
also need some attention. Whatever it is,
you will enjoy helping in whatever way is
possible, and be appreciated as well.
Expect to have a very busy day. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Meticulous and sincere effort on your part
may have led to a recent increase in
income. Today you might be thinking of
reworking your budget. While others
might throw caution to the wind at a time
like this, today you might go too far in the
opposite direction. Be careful and realistic,
Libra, but don't be overly frugal. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A sense of duty toward family mem-
bers, children, and your sweetheart
may cause you to take on responsibili-
ties today that you wouldn't normally
assume. Sincere efforts on behalf of
those you care about are likely to bring
the results you want. It won't just make
you happy but will also please those
you are helping. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Emotions stemming from past experi-
ences might cause you to assume undue
responsibilities, particularly concerning
family members. This is fine as long as
you realize what you're doing is as much
for you as for the other person. Whatever
tasks you assume may allow you to
release old traumas and give form to
your plans and ambitions. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Relatives or neighbors may come to you
today asking for favors. Some may know
exactly what buttons to push in order to
get you to do what they want. Don't be
sucked into guilt or other negative emo-
tions. Help others if you wish, Capricorn,
but recognize that you're doing it because
you want to and not because you feel you
have to. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘The Kaushal
family’ fondly
call her ‘Kitto’

K
aruna Pandey is an
actress. In 2022, she
played the lead role

of 'Pushpa' In the SAB TV
show “Pushpa Impossible"

Excerpts of interview:
Pushpa Impossible's

current track tackles the
subject of domestic abuse,
what is Pushpa's message
to individuals who face
this issue?

Domestic violence is a
very grave issue and its
heart wrenching to know
that even with changing
times, this has remained
constant. Domestic violence
is an evil that sees no gen-
der, age or class. In the show,
Pushpa stood up for Nilima
and helped her to fight
against this social evil. To
all the victims I would say,
help is always there so ask
without any worries. Be
brave and stand up against
the injustice you face, fight
back as it will only continue
if you remain silent. Please
confide in your friends and
family and take their sup-
port, but above all try to dis-
tance yourself from the per-
petrator as much as you
can.

How do you think we, as
society, can tackle this so-
cial issue of domestic
abuse?

One of the most impor-
tant things we can do is to
support victims in their
fight against their abusers
by encouraging them to
stand up to the abuser, as

otherwise the cycle will con-
tinue for years. Several
times, victims are so demo-
tivated by their situation
that they simply suffer
silently, and no person or
law can protect them be-
cause the issue is never
brought to light. We need to
raise awareness about how
help is always available
when needed and how it is
wrong to let someone de-
grade you in this way. Also,
self-defense is a great way to
protect yourself because
standing against abuse re-
quires not only a strong
mind and will, but also
physical strength to save
yourself from harm. So I
would encourage women to
learn self-defense, at the
very least some basic moves
that will aid in self-defense.

What are the similari-
ties between Pushpa and
Karuna? 

Karuna has a lot of simi-
larities to Pushpa. Pushpa
and I are very enthusiastic
and positive in life, we don't
hide our emotions and are
true to ourselves. I relate to
her unique approach to life
and her ways of tackling
problems. I believe, for a
character like Pushpa, if
you aren’t similar in mind-
set of the character it takes
you a lot more time to pre-
pare yourself. What would
have taken me six months, I
achieved in a couple of
months as a result of my
similarities with Pushpa.

‘Karuna has a lot of 
similarities with Pushpa’

B
ollywood actor
Akshay Kumar's
latest release 'Ram

Setu' has raked in Rs 15
crore on its opening day.
According to a statement
issued by the makers on
Wednesday, the film
opened with Rs 15.25
Crore on its first day. The
Abhishek Sharma direc-
torial also stars
Satyadev, Jacqueline
Fernandez and
Nushrratt Bharuccha.

The story of 'Ram
Setu' revolves around an
atheist archaeologist
turned believer, Dr.
Aryan Kulshrestha
(Akshay Kumar), who
must race against time
to prove the true exis-
tence of the legendary
Ram Setu before evil
forces destroy the pillar
of India's heritage.

'Ram Setu' is presented
by Prime Video in asso-
ciation with Cape of
Good Films and Lyca
Productions and is an
A b u n d a n t i a
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Production.

The film is produced
by Aruna Bhatia (Cape
of Good Films), Vikram
Malhotra (Abundantia
E n t e r t a i n m e n t ) ,
Subaskaran, Mahaveer
Jain, and Aashish Singh
(Lyca Productions) and

Prime Video with Dr.
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Dwivedi as the Creative

Producer. 'Ram Setu' is
distributed worldwide in
theatres by Zee Studios.

Akshay Kumar-starrer ‘Ram Setu’
earns Rs 15 crore on Day 1

Showering praise on producer
Lakshman Kumar, who has

produced his recent film 'Sardar'
which has become a hit, actor
Karthi said that he was a
relieved man as Lakshman, who
is his childhood friend, had
taken a huge risk for the film,
trusting just the hard work of
the unit. Speaking at the success
meet of the film, Karthi said:
"People have been asking me if I
am happy now that the film has
emerged a hit. I reply that I am
peaceful and relieved.
"People say it is very important
to have good friends. If you look
at producer Lakshman and me,
we are classmates from kinder-
garten." "He is someone who
enjoys seeing me succeed. I
have seen every single day the
amount of stress and pressure
he took upon himself for this
film. But he never showed it
out." "There would be major
issues going on, for instance, if
the day's call sheet extends by a
night, the budget would shoot
up by over 40 lakhs. But still, in
front of me, producer Laxman
would keep sporting a smile."
"I would be scared at the
amount of stress he was taking
upon himself. I need my friend
by my side. I would keep telling
him not to take so much stress. 

A
ctress Priyanka
Chopra Jonas cel-
ebrated a very spe-

cial Diwali with her hus-
band Nick Jonas and
their daughter, Malti
Marie, whom the couple
welcomed early this year.

Priyanka took to her
Instagram to share the
pictures of her Diwali
celebrations. She wrote
in the caption: "Love,
peace and prosperity to
all. From a heart truly
laden with gratitude, I
wish you all a Happy
Diwali. Sorry I'm a little
late but decided to stay in
the moment just a little
bit longer. Om Namah
Shivay. From ours to
yours. Love and light. PS:
missed u @siddharth-
chopra89"

In the pictures, the star

couple can be seen posing
with daughter and
Priyanka's mother,
Madhu Chopra.

Priyanka and Nick
welcomed their daughter
via surrogacy this year.
Announcing the arrival
of their baby, the star
couple shared a state-
ment in January. The
statement read: "We are
overjoyed to confirm that
we have welcomed a baby
via surrogate. We re-
spectfully ask for privacy
during this special time
as we focus on our family.
Thank you so much."

Since then, the couple
have been mindful of
their daughter's pictures
coming out on the
Internet and have always
concealed her face with
the emojis.

Priyanka Chopra shares
lovable Diwali pics of family

Karthi on 
‘Sardar’ 

success: 
I am relieved 
and at peace
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Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav bul-
lied an inexperienced at-
tack as the Indian team
not for once took its foot
off the pedal to thrash
Netherlands by 56 runs
for its second win in the
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

A target of 180, riding
on half-centuries from
skipper Rohit Sharma (53
off 39 balls), Virat Kohli
(62 not out off 44 balls)
and Surya (51 not out off
25 balls), was good enough
for the Dutchmen who
were never in the contest
once India's powerplay
overs ended.

The 'Orange Brigade'
huffed and puffed its way
to 123 for nine in 20 overs
as the relative slowness of
the track post the
Bangladesh-South Africa
game effected its ap-
proach.

The Netherlands was
the fourth team to bat on
the track, and although
there wasn't any consider-
able wear and tear, it
slowed down enough for
Axar Patel (2/18) and
Ravichandran Ashwin
(2/21) to tighten the
noose on the op-
position bat-
ters.

On expected
lines, Mohammed
Shami (1/27),
Arshdeep Singh (2/37)
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(2/9) had an easy day at
the office. Most of the

Netherlands batters are
not used to consistently
playing an attack of this
quality.

Indian origin opener
Vikramjit Singh (1),
whose roots are in
Punjab's Cheema Khurd,
didn't look like he be-
longed to this level before
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
ended his painstaking
stay with a perfectly
pitched length ball.

Once Ashwin and Axar
were pressed into the at-
tack, there was no chance
that the Duchmen would
make a match of it. Axar

didn't even turn a sin-
gle delivery but the
fast and tight wick-
et-to-wicket lines
was good enough.

When India bat-
ted, Suryakumar

once again provided
the final flourish with a
breathtaking knock and
overshadowed senior pros
Kohli and Sharma.

The Indian batting save
all but one fired in unison
as skipper Rohit became
the pace setter, while the
team's No. 1 batter Kohli
played the role of an an-
chor to perfection and
also ended as the game's
top-scorer.

Kohli conjured
two vital part-

nerships -- 73 for
the second wicket

with Rohit and 95 for the
unbroken third wicket
with Surya -- as KL
Rahul's (9 off 12 balls) sec-
ond successive failure

stuck out like a sore
thumb.

But Rahul can consider
himself a touch unlucky
as right-arm seamer Paul
van Meekeren's delivery
angled into his pads and
seemed like missing the
leg-stump, but he was ad-
vised against taking the
review by the skipper.

To be fair, the
Netherlands bowlers did a
reasonable job during the
powerplay, when India
scraped to 32 for one.

India were 67 for one at
the halfway stage, but
after Surya came in, the
Dutch bowling unit
looked intimidated, and
once Kohli started putting
pressure there was no es-
cape.

The back-10 yielded as
many as 112 runs, cour-
tesy Surya, who again hit
some breathtaking shots
including a lofted extra
cover drive and a lap
scoop over deep fine leg.

Surya lights up Sydney 
SKY-line in India’s 56-run win

India: 179 for 2 in 20
overs (Virat Kohli 62 not
out, Rohit Sharma 53,
Suryakumar Yadav 51
not out; Paul van
Meekeren 1/32).

The Netherlands: 123
for 9 in 20 overs (Tim
Pringle 20;
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
2/9, Axar Patel 2/18,
Ravichandran Ashwin
2/21, Arshdeep Singh
2/37).

Brief Score

India's Virat Kohli, left, and teammate Suryakumar Yadav walk
from the field at the end of their innings.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

In a landmark decision,
the BCCI on Thursday an-
nounced equal match fee
for its centrally-contracted
female and male players in
a bid to promote gender
equality in the country's
most popular sport.

As per the newly intro-
duced system, the Indian
women's cricketers will
now receive Rs 15 lakh per
Test, Rs 6 lakh per ODI, and
Rs 3 lakh per T20I, the
same as their male coun-
terparts.

Earlier, the women play-
ers received Rs one lakh
each for ODIs and T20Is
while the match fee for a
Test match was Rs four
lakh. The decision was
taken at the BCCI Apex
Council emergent meeting.

BCCI President Roger
Binny said, "This decision
sets the platform to grow
and develop cricket. I be-
lieve this is a significant
step forward for women's
cricket and the game over-
all." BCCI secretary Jay

Shah said pay equity is an
important step towards
tackling discrimination.

"This is a landmark deci-
sion as we enter a new era
in India Cricket. I would
like to thank my colleagues
in the BCCI Apex Council,"
he said.

Earlier this year, New
Zealand Cricket (NZC) had
struck a deal with the
country's players' associa-

tion, which enabled the
women cricketers to earn
as much as the male play-
ers, while Cricket
Australia (CA) is also work-
ing to do away with gender
disparity. India thus be-
came only the second coun-
try in international cricket
to implement equal pay.

In the last two years,
which included the shut-
down brought about by the

COVID-19 pandemic, the
India men's team has
played as many as 21 Tests
while in the same period,
the women's side has fea-
tured in only two one-off
Tests on the tour England
and Australia respectively.

The announcement
comes days after IPL chair-
man Arun Dhumal, who
served as the board's treas-
urer in the last dispensa-
tion, said the BCCI treas-
ury has increased by near-
ly Rs 6000 crore in the last
three years.

In his note to the mem-
bers at the last Annual
General Meeting (AGM),
Dhumal mentioned that
when the last team took
charge of the Board from
the CoA in 2019, the BCCI's
coffers had funds of Rs
3648 crores. "We are hand-
ing over an organisation
that sits over a treasury of
Rs 9629 crores of funds,
which is roughly thrice of
what we got at the time of
our taking over from CoA,"
Dhumal wrote in his note
as the outgoing treasurer.

Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

Rilee Roussow's belliger-
ent century was comple-
mented by a fiery spell
from Anrich Nortje (4/10)
as South Africa trounced
Bangladesh by 104-runs in
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

Rossouw showcased his
batting prowess, blasting
the first century of the on-
going showpiece with a 56-
ball 109, while Quinton de
Kock struck a fifty to power
South Africa to an impos-
ing 205 for 5.

Nortje then returned
with his best T20 figures as
the bowlers rallied to bowl
out Bangladesh for 101 in
16.3 overs. Chasing a 200
plus total, Bangladesh
openers looked up for the
task. Soumya Sarkar (15)
and Najmul Hossain (9)
pilled 26 runs off the first
two overs, including 17 of
the first Kagiso Rabada
(1/24) over. Skipper Temba
Bavuma's move to replace
Rabada with Nortje imme-
diately paid dividends as
the pacer blew apart the
Bangladesh top order with-
in the first five overs.

Nortje struck twice in
his opening over, sending

both openers packing.
Soumya was first to go
after he was caught behind
and Hossain soon followed.

Nortje returned to trap
Shakib Al Hassan (1) leg
before to leave Bangladesh
reeling at 39 for 3.

A bit of pace and extra
bounce got the better of
Afif Hossain (1), who was
next to depart as Rabada
joined the party. It could
have been two for the pacer
had Trsitan Stubbs not
dropped Litton Das.

Once spin was intro-
duced, Mehidy Hasan (11)
looked to play big but got
the toe of the bat as Aiden
Markram pouched it with-
out problem at wide long-
on. He was Tabraiz
Shamsi's first victim as the
spinner grabbed three
wickets at the back.
Bangladesh batters strug-
gled to get any partnership
going.

Earlier, while the rain
gods threatened to play
spoil sport, Rossouw and
de Kock were raining sixes
in their 168-run partner-
ship, the highest for South
Africa in a T20 World Cup
match. The duo sent the
ball to the fence 14 times
and 11 times over it.

Rossouw, Nortje dazzle as SA defeat Bangladesh

South Africa's Rilee Rossouw celebrates his century during the ICC
men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between South Africa
and Bangladesh at the Sydney Cricket Ground in Sydney.

BCCI announces equal
pay for men and women

Basel, Oct 27 (AP):

Top-ranked Carlos Alcaraz
eased into the quarterfinals at
the Swiss Indoors by beating
Botic van de Zandchulp 6-4, 6-
2.
The 19-year-old Spaniard
clinched the win with his only
ace in a second-round match
where he had 20 winners and
made just nine unforced
errors. Alcaraz's serve was
broken once and he trailed 2-0
in the second set before reel-

ing off six straight games
against the 35th-ranked
Dutchman. Third-seeded Felix
Auger-Aliassime was on court
before Alcaraz in a first-round

match and won 6-7 (3), 6-4,
6-4 against Swiss wild-

card entry Marc-
Andrea Huesler.
Two seeded players
lost their first-round
matches, with No. 7

Alex de Minaur falling 6-
2, 7-5 against 25th-ranked
teenager Holger Rune.
In the previous Swiss Indoors
edition, in 2019 before the
tournament was canceled
twice because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, De Minaur lost
in the final as Roger Federer
won a record 10th title at his
hometown event.
Eighth-seeded Lorenzo Musetti
cruised through the first set
before losing 1-6, 6-3, 6-4
against Albert Ramos-Vinolas,
the 34-year-old Spaniard.
In a second-round match,
Arthur Rinderknech beat Alex
Molcan 6-2, 6-4. 

Top-ranked Alcaraz cruises into
Swiss Indoors quarterfinals

Paris, Oct 27 (PTI):

Kidambi Srikanth pre-
vailed over Lakshya Sen in
an all-Indian duel to ad-
vance to the men's singles
second round of the
French Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here.

Sameer Verma, mean-
while, registered an upset
win over Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting of
Indonesia to also make it
to the second round.

Srikanth, the 2021 World
Championships silver

winner, beat junior compa-
triot Sen 21-18 21-18 in a
first round match that last-
ed 46 minutes.

This was only the sec-
ond career match between
the top two Indian shut-
tlers. Sen had lost to his
senior compatriot in their
earlier meeting at the
semifinals of the 2021
World Championships to
settle for a bronze medal.

Srikanth next faces the
winner of the first round
match between Rasmus
Gemke of Denmark and
Nhat Nguyen of Ireland.

Kidambi outperforms Sen,
Sameer scores upset win

It was a near-perfect win, but not
too happy with my knock: Rohit

Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

India captain Rohit
Sharma was ecstatic with
his team's "near perfect"
win over the Netherlands
but "not too happy" about
his own 53-run knock in the
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

Rohit had four hits to the
fence and three maximums
in his 39-ball innings as
India posted 179 for two and
then limited the
Netherland to 123 for nine
for a 56-run win.

India had scored 32 in the
powerplay after losing
opener KL Rahul, but Rohit
and Kohli added 73 runs off
56 runs.

"Not too happy with my
fifty," said Rohit, who was
dropped by Tim Pringle in
the fifth over bowled by
Fred Klaassen. "But what's

important is getting runs -
doesn't matter if they are
good looking runs or ugly
runs. At the end of the day,
it is about keeping the con-
fidence up," Rohit said at
the post-match presenta-
tion. It was only his third
T20 fifty in 2022 and the in-
nings helped set the plat-
form as Virat Kohli (62) and

Suryakumar Yadav (51) lift-
ed the team to a good total.

"I thought it was a clini-
cal win. Looking at the way
they have qualified for the
Super 12s, credit to them.
We however always looked
to what we can do with our-
selves, not bother about the
opposition. To be honest,
this was a near perfect

win," he said. "Yes, we
played a little slow at the
start but that was the con-
versation between me and
Virat, we had to wait on
that surface to play the big
shots."

Netherlands captain
Scott Edwards admitted the
stand between Kohli and
Surya was the difference
between the two sides. "We
came here to win and put
on a good performance, but
against these sort of sides
you have to be on the
money or they make you
pay. The way those two bat-
ters played in the end and
took them to 180, it was al-
ways going to be tricky," he
said. "We bowled reason-
ably well but if you don't
get the wickets and with
the batting order they have,
it was always going to be
tough to restrict them."

Perth, Oct 27 (PTI):

Zimbabwe shocked
Pakistan by one run in a
thrilling T20 World Cup
match here on Thursday.
Opting to bat after win-
ning the toss, Zimbabwe
scored 130 for eight. Shan
Masood top-scored with 44
off 38 balls, but Pakistan
fell short in the end as they
failed to score the three
runs required for victory
in the last ball of the
match. Sikandar Raza was
Zimbabwe's most success-
ful bowler with 3/25, while
Brad Evans picked up two
wickets for 25 runs.
Pakistan also did not get a
good start. Babar Azam
fell early and looked out of
touch, scoring just four
runs from nine balls as
Ryan Burl held on for a
good catch off the bowling
of Brdley Neil Evans.

Next was the skipper’s
opening partner,
Mohammad Rizwan, who
was clean bowled by
Blessing Muzarabani for a
16-ball 14. Iftikhar Ahmed
joined Shan to steady the
Pakistan counter-attack
untill the fomer was sent
packing by Luke Jongwe
with the help of Regis
Chakabva’s catching.

Shan then struck anoth-
er partnership with
Shadab Khan to take
Pakistan closer to the tar-
get but in the 14th over, he
was dimissed for 44 off 38
balls, which included just
threee strokes to the
boundary. Keeper
Chakabva was quick with
his glovework to stump the
batter with some smart
bowling from Sikandar

Raza. Mohammad Nawaz
and Mohammad Wasim Jr
stuck around to see
Pakistan end at 129/8.

Earlier, Mohammad
Wasim registered his best
figures in the shortest for-
mat as he and spinner
Shahdab Khan helped
Pakistan restrict
Zimbabwe to a modest
130/8. Wasim (4/24) and
Shadab (3/23) shared
seven wickets between
them to derail Zimbabwe
innings after a fine start.

Haris Rauf, who was
taken to the cleaners by

Virat Kohli in the penulti-
mate over in their last
match, also recorded his
best economical T20 bowl-
ing figures, finishing with
1 for 12 from his four
overs.

Zimbabwe got off to a
good start after opting to
bat with skipper Craig
Ervine (19) and Wessly
Madhevere (17) adding 42
runs off five overs for the
opening wicket.

Sean Williams was the
highest scorer for
Zimbabwe with 31 off 28
balls. A few Zimbabwe bat-
ters got starts, but could
not translate them into
substantial scores.
Mohammad Wasim was
the most successful
bowler for Pakistan, re-
turning with fine figures
of 4/24 from his four
overs, and leg-spinner
Shadab Khan was also ex-
cellent with the ball and
picked up 3/23 in his
quota of four overs.

Zimbabwe stun Pakistan by one run

Zimbabwe's players celebrate victory over Pakistan.

Zimbabwe: 130/8 in
20 overs (Sean Williams
31; Shadab Khan 3/23,
Mohammad Wasim
4/24).

Pakistan: 129/8 in 20
overs (Shan Masood 44;
Sikandar Raza 3/25,
Brad Evans picked
2/25).

Brief scores

RARE ACHIEVEMENT

Kolkata, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Jadavpur University has
earned the distinction of being
the only state-run varsity from
India to feature in the QS
Sustainability World Ranking
2023. A total of 700 institutes
feature in the list, of which 15
are from India.

A JU spokesperson said on
Thursday that the ranking is
based on sustainability per-
formance focusing on environ-
mental and social impacts of
the higher education institutes
and has considered metrics
like sustainable education, sus-
tainable research, equality,
knowledge exchange and im-
pact of education.

Jadavpur University is at
overall eighth position from

India, the spokesperson said.
IIT Bombay is the top institute
from India in the list and
Jawaharlal Nehru University
ranks first among the Indian
universities, both central and
state run. 

QS World University
Rankings is one of the top in-
ternational rankings measur-
ing the popularity and per-
formance of universities all
over the world. 

The sustainability rankings,
published on Wednesday, is
the first edition by QS and uses
a methodology which compris-
es of indicators designed to
measure an institution's ability
to tackle environmental, social
and governance challenges,
the QS world university rank-
ings site said.

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Local fishermen, oppos-
ing the Vizhinjam inter-
national seaport project
near here, on Thursday
intensified their agitation
by setting a fishing boat
on fire and throwing po-
lice barricades into the
sea, as the stir entered the
100th day. Hundreds of
fisherfolk, including
women, reached the area
via road and sea and
broke open the lock of the
gate of the project site,
raising slogans.

Besides those from the
coastal villages here, a
large number of fisher-
men arrived in boats from
nearby places including
Muthalapozhi under the

aegis of the Latin
Archdiocese to stage
protests. Showing the
burning boat, one of the
protesters told reporters
that they had no other
way to make the authori-
ties understand their
plight. "If there is no

coast, we have no life. We
are setting afire our
means of livelihood. If
the port comes into being,
we will lose our coast for-
ever," he said.

Another fisherman
pointed to the lack of
availability of kerosene

subsidy, a long pending
demand of local fisher-
folk, and demanded that it
be provided on the lines of
neighbouring Tamil
Nadu. In the wake of re-
ports of the fishermen's
plan to intensify their
protests, police security
was beefed up at the site
of the under construction
port and its surroundings.

A large number of peo-
ple have been staging
protests outside the main
entrance of the multi-pur-
pose seaport at nearby
Mulloor for a few months.
They were pressing for
their seven-point charter
of demands that include
stopping the construction
work and to conduct a
coastal impact study in
connection with the
multi-crore project.

‘Former Haryana CMs  were regional bias’

Faridabad, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday ac-
cused previous Haryana
chief ministers of favour-
ing their own regions and
said in Manohar Lal
Khattar, the state has after
a long time got a chief min-
ister who is undertaking its
all-round development. The
Manohar Lal Khattar gov-
ernment has curbed cor-
ruption and lawlessness in
Haryana, Shah added.

He alleged that the
Bhupinder Singh Hooda-
led Congress government
was marked by corruption
and also hit out at the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) regime led by Om
Prakash Chautala, without
taking his name. Shah said,
"Remember Haryana eight

years before. When
one government was
formed, corruption
used to be rampant
and during another
government's time
'goondaism' (hooligan-
ism) used to rise. "But
the Khattar govern-
ment did not allow cor-
ruption and ended
' g o o n d a i s m ' . "
Addressing a Jan
Utthan rally, Shah said
the Khattar govern-
ment had worked to
change Haryana dur-
ing its eight years and
added that a long time after
Independence, the state
had got a chief minister
who worked for its all-
round development.
"Earlier, chief ministers ei-
ther used to be of Sirsa or
Rohtak, they were not of

Haryana. But Khattar is
the chief minister of the
entire Haryana," he said.
Former chief minister and
INLD President OP
Chautala belongs to Sirsa,
while Hooda is from
Rohtak. Sharpening his at-

tack on Hooda, Shah said
"When Hooda's 3-D govern-
ment was in power... One
sees 3D film, but in the en-
tire country, only Hooda
showed a 3D government.

"In this, there were the
'darbaris' (courtiers),
'damaad' (referring to
Sonia Gandhi's son-in-law
Robert Vadra) and 'dealers'.
Later, a BJP government
which undertook develop-
ment was formed in its
place." The Home minister
also praised Khattar for
being a "true gentleman"
and said when the BJP won
majority in the 2014 polls in
Haryana, Shah, as BJP
chief, asked Khattar to be
the chief minister. Khattar,
however, gave him a list of
15 names of leaders who
could be the chief minister
instead of him.

‘Will bear consequences for
atrocities against people in PoK’

Srinagar, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said Pakistan is
"committing atrocities"
against people in its occu-
pied Kashmir and will
have to bear its conse-
quences. Hinting at re-
trieving Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), the
minister said the goal of
overall development in the
twin Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh will be achieved
"after reaching Gilgit and
Baltistan" -- parts of PoK.

"We have just begun our
journey of development in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh. We will achieve

our goal when we reach
Gilgit and Baltistan,"
Singh said addressing the
'Shaurya Diwas' event --

enactment of landing at
Srinagar by Indian Air
Force on this day in 1947.
Referring to the "atroci-

ties" committed by
Pakistan against the peo-
ple in PoK, the defence
minister said the neigh-
bouring country will have
to "bear its consequences".

Accusing Pakistan of
shedding crocodiles' tears
in the name of human
rights, Singh said, "The
pain of the people of
P a k i s t a n - O c c u p i e d -
Kashmir also troubles us
and not just them." "The
'tandav' of terrorism that
Jammu and Kashmir has
seen in name of
Kashmiriyat cannot be de-
scribed," he said while as-
serting that terrorism has
no religion and the only
aim of terrorists is to tar-
get India.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with J&K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief of Army Staff Manoj Pande
and General Officer Commanding (GOC) of Chinar Corps
Lieutenant General Amardeep Singh Aujla during ‘Shaurya
Diwas’ celebrations, in Srinagar, Thursday.

Khattar curbed corruption, lawlessness

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
during ‘Chintan Shivir’ of home
ministers of all states, at
Surajkund in Faridabad.

Fishermen set ablaze boat; throw police barricade into sea

Fishers and citizens using their fishing boats lay siege to
Adani port during their protest against Adani Group’s port
development project at Vizhinjam, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday.

JU only state-run univ in country
in QS Sustainability World Ranking Vizhinjam Stir



Militant killed
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An unidentified
militant was killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on Sunday, police said. An
encounter broke out
between militants and
security forces in the
Asthan Marg area of
Kulgam in which one ter-
rorist was killed, a police
official said.

Rescue 
MMuummbbaaii:: Police here have
rescued a two-month-old
girl, who was allegedly
kidnapped two days back
from south Mumbai, and
arrested a couple in this
connection within 12
hours of the offence, a
senior official said on
Thursday. The accused
allegedly wanted to sell
the child, he said, adding
that police suspect the
couple might have been
involved in more cases of
child kidnapping.

Maoists arrested
LLaatteehhaarr:: Three Naxalites
were arrested in
Jharkhand's Latehar dis-
trict on Thursday, police
said. They were arrested
from Dakadiri forest in
Balumath police station
area, about 110 km from
capital Ranchi, a senior
police officer said. They
were identified as Tritiya
Sammelan Prastuti
Committee (TSPC) sub-
zonal commander Viraj
Ganjhu, who had a bounty
of Rs 5 lakh, area com-
mander Nathuni Singh and
Vijay Bhuiyan, he said.

Humiliated 
PPaattnnaa:: A 22-year-old Dalit
man, who fell in love with
a woman of another reli-
gious faith, was allegedly
humiliated by members of
her community in full
public glare in Bihar, a
senior police officer said
on Thursday. The incident
took place in Samastipur
district where the man
was forced to lick the
ground, and a video of the
act was uploaded by the
perpetrators,
Superintendent of Police
Hriday Kant said.

Arrested 
GGoonnddaa:: A doctor has been
arrested for allegedly rap-
ing a patient after admin-
istering an injection to
her, police said on
Wednesday. The matter
came to light after a pur-
ported video of the inci-
dent began doing the
rounds online. The
accused doctor, identified
as Ajmal of Khargupur
police station limits, ran a
private clinic. 
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High Commissioner for Canada
in India Cameron Mackay during
his visit to offer prayers at the

Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, in New
Delhi, Thursday. 
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Raipur, Oct 27: 

A special court here on
Thursday sent an Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer and two oth-
ers, including a business-
man, to 14-day judicial cus-
tody in a money launder-
ing case linked to alleged
extortion of money from
coal and mining trans-
porters in Chhattisgarh.

IAS officer Sameer
Vishnoi, businessman
Sunil Agrawal and advo-
cate Laxmikant Tiwari
were arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on October 13 follow-
ing their questioning after
the agency launched

multi-city raids in the
state on October 11.

The accused were pro-
duced before the court of
additional district and ses-
sions judge Ajay Singh
Rajput on Thursday on ex-
piry of their ED custody,
Tiwari's lawyer Faizal
Rizvi said. He said the

court sent them to 14-day
judicial custody and they
will be kept in jail.

On October 13, the court
had allowed custodial in-
terrogation of the trio by
the ED for eight days and
on October 21 extended
their remand for six more
days. The trio was arrest-
ed under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). Vishnoi, a
Chhattisgarh cadre IAS of-
ficer of the 2009-batch, was
earlier posted as chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) of
the Chhattisgarh Infotech
Promotion Society.

As per case details,
Laxmikant Tiwari, a
lawyer from Mahasamund
district, is the uncle of coal
businessman Suryakant
Tiwari (who is stated to be
absconding) whose proper-

ties were also covered dur-
ing searches carried out by
the ED. The anti-money
laundering agency had
also carried out searches
at Laxmikant Tiwari's resi-
dence in Mahasamund
town. Sunil Agrawal, di-
rector of the Indermani
Group, which is involved
in coal trading, is said to be
closely associated with
Suryakant Tiwari. In a re-
lease issued on October 14,
the ED had claimed a "mas-
sive scam" was taking
place in coal transporta-
tion in Chhattisgarh,
under which a "cartel" of
politicians, officers and
others was allegedly run-
ning a "parallel system of
extorting illegal levy",
which is generating about
Rs 2 crore to Rs 3 crore
daily.

Raipur, Oct 27: 

Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais has said he
has sought a "second opin-
ion" in a case of office-of-
profit that has triggered a
political crisis in the state,
amid the BJP's demand for
dismissal of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren.

Bais, who was in his
hometown Raipur on Diwali
festival, on Wednesday
claimed an "atom bomb
could explode any time in
Jharkhand", apparently in-
dicating towards his pend-
ing decision in the matter.

Following a petition by
the BJP seeking Soren's dis-
qualification from the
Assembly in the office-of-
profit case, the Election
Commission had sent its de-
cision to the Jharkhand gov-
ernor on August 25, spark-
ing a political crisis in the
state. Though the EC's deci-
sion has not yet been made
official, there is a buzz that
the poll panel has recom-
mended the chief minister's

disqualification as an MLA
in connection with a mining
lease.

Asked about Soren's cabi-
net colleagues accusing Bais
of acting with vendetta to
destabilise the Jharkhand
government, the governor
said, "Look, if my intention
was that, I could have taken
a decision based on the rec-
ommendation of the
Election Commission. But, I
didn't want to take any ac-
tion to defame anyone or
with an intention of vendet-
ta."

"I am holding a constitu-
tional post and I have to pro-
tect the Constitution. No one
should point fingers at me

saying I have acted out of re-
venge, therefore I have
asked for a second opinion,"
the governor told a news
channel. Bais, however, did
not elaborate on the EC's
recommendation and from
whom he has sought a sec-
ond opinion.

Asked whether a big deci-
sion will come to fore after
receiving the second opin-
ion, the governor said,
"...bursting crackers is
banned in Delhi but not in
Jharkhand. May be one
atom bomb could explode
there." On October 15, CM
Soren said his is an unprece-
dented case in which "a
criminal or an accused" is
pleading for punishment
while the constitutional au-
thorities that should have
pronounced judgment are
silent. The CM was refer-
ring to the threats of his dis-
qualification as an MLA on
the basis of the purported
EC advisory to Governor
Bais in the office-of-profit
case following a petition by
the BJP.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

The Indian Space
R e s e a r c h
Organisation (ISRO)
will start a series of
test flights for India's

maiden human space flight
mission from February
next year, a senior official
said here on Thursday.

The space agency also
plans to deploy the heavy
lift Chinook helicopter and
the C-17 Globemaster
transport aircraft for test-
ing the crew module,
which will carry astro-
nauts into the orbit for
three days as part of the
Gaganyaan human space
flight mission, R
U m a m a h e s h w a r a n ,
Director of ISRO's Human

Space Flight Centre said.
Addressing the India

Space Congress here, he
said scientists at ISRO had
completed the design of
the Environment Control
System, which will ensure
ambient living conditions
for astronauts in the crew

service module when they
are orbiting the earth.

At least 17 different tests
are planned by ISRO next
year before it carries out
the unmanned space flight
in December next year.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced the Gaganyaan
Mission in his
Independence Day address
in 2018 with a tentative tar-
get of achieving it in 2022,
when the country complet-
ed 75 years of freedom
from colonial rule.

However, the Covid pan-
demic led to several delays
and the first Indian astro-
nauts are likely to under-
take their maiden space-
flight by the end of 2024 or
early 2025.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday
decided to hand over to the
NIA the probe into the re-
cent blast near a temple in
Coimbatore, officials said.

The decision came after
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin rec-
ommended an investiga-
tion by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) into the Sunday
blast in which an engineer
was killed.

"The Union home min-
istry decided to hand over
the Coimbatore blast case
to the NIA," an official
said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment said the decision to
recommend the probe han-
dover to the central anti-

terror agency was taken as
there is involvement of
factors "extraneous to the
state" and "possible inter-
national links".

On Sunday, a car loaded
with two gas cylinders ex-
ploded near a temple in
Coimbatore. It was being
driven by one Jameesha
Mubin, a 29-year-old engi-
neering graduate.

Mubin had attempted to
get past a police check post
near the temple, but fled
after failing to do so, state
police chief C Sylendra
Babu told reporters on
Monday.

Police have arrested five
people who had been in
contact with Mubin, and
charged them under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The BJP on Thursday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
corrected "blunders" of
Jawaharlal Nehru related to
Jammu and Kashmir's acces-
sion to India by nullifying
Article 370 and demanded an
apology from the Congress.
Addressing a press confer-

ence on the 75th anniversary
of the region's accession, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
alleged that the first prime
minister committed five blun-
ders, including delaying
action on the accession pro-
posal of the region's king Hari
Singh. Jammu and Kashmir,
and the country in general
had to pay a price for it while
this allowed Pakistan to cap-
ture a part of the region
(Pakistan-occupied Kashmir),
he said. Bhatia quoted from
Nehru's statement to assert
that the king had first moot-
ed the idea in July 1947 but
the then prime minister
dithered and allegedly priori-
tised his and his friend's
interests, a reference to
Sheikh Abdullah, while
neglecting the country's.

Surajkund, Oct 27 (PTI): 

It is the collective re-
sponsibility of states and
the Centre to effectively
tackle trans-border
crimes, Home Minister
Amit Shah said on
Thursday.

"In our Constitution,
law and order is a state
subject...but we can be suc-
cessful against trans-bor-
der or borderless crimes
only when all states sit to-
gether to ponder over
them, make a common
strategy and (make) ef-
forts to curb them," he said
here. Shah was addressing
a two-day 'Chintan Shivir'
organised with the objec-
tive to prepare an action
plan for the implementa-

tion of 'Vision 2047' and
'Panch Pran' announced in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Independence Day
speech. The home minis-
ter said it is the collective
responsibility of states to
effectively tackle crimes
operating from across the
country's border or states'
borders or regional crimes
to make society free from
fear.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Sunday lay the
foundation stone of a manu-
facturing facility in
Gujarat's Vadodara for pro-
duction of C-295 transport
aircraft for the IAF by a con-
sortium of European de-
fence major Airbus and
Indian conglomerate Tata,
in what is billed as a major
boost to the domestic aero-
space sector. Making the an-
nouncement at a media
briefing, Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar said the facility
will cater to export of the
aircraft as well as for addi-
tional orders by the Indian
Air Force. In September last
year, India sealed an over Rs

21,000 crore deal with
Airbus Defence and Space
to procure 56 C-295 aircraft
to replace the ageing Avro-
748 planes of the IAF.

Under the agreement,
Airbus will deliver the first
16 aircraft in 'fly-away' con-
dition from its final assem-
bly line in Seville, Spain
within four years and the
subsequent 40 aircraft will
be manufactured and as-
sembled by the Tata
Advanced Systems (TASL)

in India as part of an indus-
trial partnership between
the two companies.

It is the first project of its
kind in which a military
aircraft will be manufac-
tured in India by a private
company. The total cost of
the project is Rs 21,935 crore.
The aircraft can be used for
civilian purposes as well.

Kumar said the indige-
nous content in the plane
will be as high as "96 per
cent of the work that Airbus
does at its facility in Spain
will be done in India",
adding it would not include
the engine of the aircraft.

Alappuzha (Ker), Oct 27 (PTI): 

With the outbreak of
avian influenza being con-
firmed among ducks in the
district, authorities on
Thursday began opera-
tions to cull over 20,000
birds in Vazhuthanam
ward in Haripad
Municipality here to
check spread of the dis-
ease.

The presence of the in-
fection was confirmed
after the samples of dead
birds were sent to the
National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases
in Bhopal for examina-
tion. From October 28

(Saturday), all birds locat-
ed within a km radius of
the epicentre of the dis-
ease, would be culled, dis-
trict authorities said here
in a statement.

As many as 20,471 ducks
would be killed and eight
Rapid Response Teams
(RRTs), with 10 members
each, are engaged in
culling operations as per
the directives of veterinar-
ians and adhering to the
central norms in this re-
gard, it said.

As the culling proce-
dures progressed under
District Animal
Protection Officer D S
Bindhu, people's represen-
tatives and officials of var-
ious departments includ-
ing revenue and health
visited the infected area.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

IAS Vishnoi in 14-day
judicial custody

̈ Along with 
two others  

Sameer Vishnoi

OFFICE-OF-PROFIT CASE 

I’ve sought ‘second opinion’: Bais

Coimbatore blast probe
handed over to NIA
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space flight mission in Feb’

R Umamaheshwaran

Avian flu confirmed in
ducks in Alappuzha

̈ Over 20,000 birds
to be culled

TEARFUL ADIEU

Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Kali in the Ganga river after Kali Puja festival celebrations, in Kolkata, Thursday. 

‘Collective responsibility of states
and Centre to tackle crimes’
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L Gujarat lands mega 22,000-cr project
with Tatas and Airbus

̈ To manufacture C-295
transport aircraft 

‘Nehru made ‘blunders’ on
Kashmir, Modi corrected them’

Gaurav Bhatia

Bareilly (UP), Oct 27 (PTI):

A Rampur court on
Thursday sentenced
Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan to three years in
jail in a 2019 hate speech
case, a government lawyer
said.

However, the court grant-
ed bail to the Rampur MLA,
allowing him time to file an
appeal in a higher court. The
MP/MLA court also im-
posed a fine of Rs 25,000 on
Khan, advocate Ajay Tiwari
said. The case was registered
against Khan in Rampur in
April 2019 for levelling seri-
ous allegations against ad-
ministrative officials posted
in Rampur and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
during an election meeting.

The Special MP/MLA court
of Rampur found Khan
guilty under Section 153-A
(inciting religious feelings),
505-A (giving false statement
intended to create feelings of
enmity, hatred or animosity
between different communi-
ties) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and Section 125
(promoting animosity be-
tween different classes in
connection with elections) of
the Representation of the
People Act. The court sen-
tenced him to three years im-
prisonment and imposed a

fine of Rs 25,000 on him, gov-
ernment advocate Ajay
Tiwari said.

2019 HATE SPEECH CASE

Azam Khan gets three-year jail

The case was registered
against Khan in Rampur in
April 2019 for levelling seri-
ous allegations against
administrative officials post-
ed in Rampur and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath during an
election meeting.

Emerging out of the court
after the verdict, Khan in his
first comments said bail is a
mandatory provision of the
law. "I have firm belief in
justice," he told reporters.

What was the case....

What Khan said...

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) becomes
the first Central Public
Sector Enterprise (CPSE)
to achieve the major mile-
stone of procurement
value of Rs 10,000 (Ten
Thousand) Crore through
the Government-e-
Marketplace (GeM) since
inception, informed a
press communique from
the local SAIL unit- the
Bhilai Steel Plant.

It further stated that
SAIL has been at the fore-
front in partnering with
GeM and has played an ac-
tive role to create different
functionalities to enhance
the reach of the GeM por-
tal. From a small begin-
ning of Rs 2.7 Crore in
FY'18-19, it has already
crossed the total value of
Rs 10,000 Crore in this
year. Incidentally, SAIL
was the largest CPSE pro-

curer on GeM in the previ-
ous Financial Year with a
value of Rs 4,614 Crore. In
the current fiscal, SAIL
has already surpassed the
achievement of previous
year with procurement of
over Rs 5,250 Crore till date
and is committed to sub-
stantially increase the vol-
umes on GeM. SAIL is
proud to be a flag bearer of
this digital initiative of
the Government of India.

Chandramukhi Devi 
BBhhiillaaii::  Housing
Board Colony
r e s i d e n t
Chandramukhi
Devi, wife of
H a r e r a m
Mishra, left for

heavenly abode the other day.
Last rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of Late Mithilesh Mishra, Mohan
Mishra and Manoj Mishra.

OBITUARY

SAIL crosses Rs 10,000
Crore Procurement

Value on GeM

Durg mayor calls meeting
regarding preparedness

for Chhath Mahaparv

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2277:: Durg Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal on Thursday called a meet-
ing of Health Department at the
data centre to check on the pre-
paredness for the Chhath Mahaparv.
During the meeting the Durg Mayor
gave instructions to the Health
Department staff for cleanliness of
the ghats where people gather for
performing religious rituals. 

He said that in all the ponds,
Ward 3 Math Para Talab, Ward 57
Urla Talab , Ward 7 Luchki Talab,
Ward 29 Sheetla Mandir Talab, Ward
17 Shakti Nagar Talab, Ward 21
Pujari Talab, Ward 23 Deepak Nagar
Rewa Talab, Ward 50 Borsi Bhatha
Talab, Ward 52 Borsi Vrindavan
Talab including Borsi Sheetla Talab
Ward 53 Ward 59 and insisted on

spraying of lime and bleaching pow-
der. In the ponds and reservoirs
where there has been an increase in
the water level, there should be a
lifeguard deployed by the corpora-
tion so that the devotees do not go
to the depth area of the ponds and
reservoirs. 

Besides a total of 12 Chhath
Ghats in the municipal area, some
other Chhath Ghats has also been
added to the list. All Chhath Ghats
will be maintained before the begin-
ning of Chhath Mahaparv. Executive
Engineer Pramod Dubey, Shankar
Dayal Sharma, Health Officer Javed
Ali, Suresh Bharti, Raju Singh,
Manohar Shinde, Ramlal Bhatt,
Rajendra Sarathe, and others were
present. Better sanitation and illu-
mination facilities should be provid-
ed for Chhath Vratis.
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Bhilai, Oct 27: The sec-
ond day of Skandasasthi
silver jubilee celebrations
in Skandashram com-
menced with Gau Puja.
This was followed by Shri
Maha Ganapati and Shri
Haridra Ganpati Home for
increasing possibilities in
the fields of business and
for achieving good luck.

After that a havan was
performed for the removal
of Navagraha dosha,
peace of mind, debt elimi-
nation and relief in im-
prisonment. In the after-
noon, Aapamrityu yajna
was conducted for dosha
nivritti and relief from all
chronic diseases and
death fear.

The evening ceremony
began with the
Manyusukatam havan,
which was conducted for
the liberation from the
enemy's fear. At 07:30 in
the evening, Sarveshwar

Havan was conducted to
get rid of the evil eye, evil,
negative, destructive,
dark forces and fear.
Aghorarudra Havan was
performed at 08:30 in the
night for the removal of
vampire obstruction, re-
moval of evil house de-
fects and release from de-
pression. At 09:30, Deep
Aaradhana and prasad
distribution were held.

On October 28 morning,
Lakshmi Ganapati Havan

will be conducted for the
powerful remedy for
wealth, high financial sta-
tus, harmony and success
in family matters and to
remove all obstacles,
dasha problems. Shree
Sukta Havan will be held
at 08:30 in the morning,
which is organized to re-
move the crisis and re-
store peace in the family,
bring good luck and re-
move financial obstacles.
Saubhagya Mahalakshmi

Havan will be held at 10:00
in the morning, which
will be for the long life of
Suhagan, Lakshmi
Kataksham, prosperity
and peace in the family.

Shri Vidya Havan will
be held at 12:15 pm, which
will be conducted for
quick results in the efforts
to attain wealth. After
Deep Aradhana, the devo-
tees will receive the
prasad at 1:15 pm.

In the evening, Shri
Navchandi Parayanam
will be conducted for the
attainment of all the
wishes, elimination of
enemy and obstacle as
well as Sarvakaya
Vriddhi, the success in all
the government works,
victory in all legal mat-
ters, for the endless love
and affection in the fami-
ly. Chandi Havan will be
held at 07:00 pm and
Prasad will be distributed
after Deep Aradhana at
10:00 pm.
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Bhilai, Oct 27: On the
occasion of Goverdhan
Puja, the newly appoint-
ed BJP President Brijesh
Bichpuriya was accorded
a rousing welcome by the
BJP workers and mem-
bers of Radha Krishna
Mandir Sewa Samiti at
Kosa Nagar.

Led by Jai Prakash
Yadav, the BJPians wel-
comed Bichpuriya in a
traditional manner. He
exchanged Goverdhan
Puja greetings with the
locals. Ramkumar
Gupta, Corporator
Chandeshwari bandhe, A
Koteshwar Rao, Sharad
Bijwe, Mithila

Khicharia, Dr Ravi
Khicharia, Pradeep
Pandey, Meena Shukla,
Subhash Pandit,
Bhupesh Dwivedi, S
Rajan, Annapurna
Srivastava, Goverdhan

Sahu, Ramkumar Yadav,
Kamal Narayan Yadu,
Raj Thethwar, Rajendra
Yadav, Umend Yadav,
Horilal Yadav, Panchu
Yadav, Naresh Meshram
and others were present.
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Bhilai, Oct 27: Prajapita
B r a h m a k u m a r i
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya cele-
brated Diwali festival
with great gaiety and en-
thusiasm in Peace
Auditorium, Sector 7.
Speaking on the occasion
of the festival of lights,
Director of Bhilai Sewa
Kendras, Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi said Deepawali
is the festival of joy, ecsta-
sy, enthusiasm and we
have to fill the weak souls
with power through wel-
fare of all and the illumi-
nation from "Deepraj
Mahajyoti Parampita" i.e.
the divine lamp.

India has the tradition
of ending the old book-
keeping from Diwali and

start a new bookkeeping,
that is, we have to start a
new bookkeeping account
of blessings for the best
deeds. We have to attain
victory on the simplest of
the resolution. Be an ever-
awakening flame, use
sweet words, and do best
deeds to burst the fires of

happiness. Neither be self
extinguished (disappoint-
ed) nor give disappoint-
ment to others.

The golden age, the era
of Shri Lakshmi Narayan,
is coming in the new
India, which removes the
darkness of ignorance, de-
velops cooperation with

each other, has love of
heart, then the lamp in the
whole world will be a true
Diwali. Subjects will be
unaffected by disorders,
sorrows, disturbances,
fights, then there will be a
Happy Diwali.

The children of Divine
Group who had come

from different states of
India conveyed the mes-
sage of unity through a
beautiful cultural pro-
gram. Along with this, the
beautiful view of the "Raj
Darbar" of Shri Lakshmi
Narayan also remained
the center of attraction
for everyone.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2277::  On the occasion
of Bhai Dooj, Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav reached Balaji
Nagar where he met the locals
and inquired about their well
being. During his visit, the
women applied tilak and of-
fered aarti to Devendra Yadav to
celebrate Bhaidooj with him. As
a return gift, Devendra an-
nounced the construction of a
domeshed and also performed
Bhumipujan.

The rituals of Bhoomipujan
were conducted by elderly resi-
dents of the ward. MLA
Devendra Yadav assured the
residents that the construction
work of the dome shed would
be started soon. With the con-
struction of the Domeshed, the
citizens of the area will get a lot
of facilities to organize family,
religious and social events. MLA

Yadav said that the locals had
been demanding for a long time
to construct a domeshed in the
ward. On the public demand,
MLA Yadav took the initiative
and performed Bhoomipujan.
The citizens expressed their
heartfelt gratitude to Yadav.
They also thanked Yadav for
solving the water woes.  At the
outset, MLA Yadav visited the

temple of Lord Bholenath and
offered prayers for the happi-
ness, peace and prosperity of
the entire city. Then he ex-
changes diwali and bhai dooj
greetings with the locals. He
also offered floral tributes at
the statue of Indian independ-
ence movement revolutionary
Alluri Sitaram Raju and remem-
bered his struggle and sacrifice.
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Bhilai, Oct 27: District
Administration has taken
a major action against the
medical stores involved in
illegal trade of drugs.
Licenses of 7 medical
stores of the district have
been suspended for 3 to 10
days while the license of
Bharat Medical,
Kasarideeh has been can-
celled.

Under the directions of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, this ac-
tion is taken to curb ille-
gal purchase and sale of
narcotic and psychotrop-
ic drugs. For this pur-

pose, a joint team was
formed under the guid-
ance of the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer and Deputy
Director of the Food and
Drugs Department.

Various medical stores

were inspected in the last
few days. It was found
that eight firms were in-
volved in illegal purchase
and sale of narcotic and
psychotropic drugs.
Appropriate action was
taken against the firms in

view of the seriousness of
the matter.

Apart from these, show
cause notices have been
issued to four major
firms. On Thursday, 14
medical stores were in-
spected in Khursipar
area, in which 10 medical
stores were found to be
closed and 04 medical
stores were found open.

Show cause notices
were served to Sardar
Medical and Shri Ram
Medical Store as they did
not submit the purchase
and sale documents of
medicines. Police team
also assisted the inspec-
tion team in these pro-
ceedings. The officials
stated that continuous ac-
tion will be taken against
such illegal activities.

District level Rajyotsava
at Ganj Mandi

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: This year
the district level program
of Rajyotsava will be or-
ganized in the old Ganj
Mandi Ganjpara campus
on November 1 on the oc-
casion of the foundation
day of Chhattisgarh.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena has consti-
tuted a three-member pro-
gram steering committee
as per the instructions of
the state government for
the successful conduct of
the program.

Arvind Kumar Ekka
(Additional Collector),
Ashwini Devangan (Chief
Executive Officer, District
Panchayat) and Abhay
Jaiswal (District
Education Officer) have
been appointed by the dis-
trict administration.

Along with this, vari-
ous responsibilities have
been entrusted to the
nodal officers and other
district administration of-
ficers for the cooperation
of the organising com-
mittee.

This year also various
cultural programs will be
organized in the
Rajyotsava. District ad-
ministration has warmly
invited the citizens of the
district to attend the pro-
gramme.

Govardhan puja infuses new energy and
brotherhood in everyone’s life: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 27: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel celebrated
Goverdhan Puja at his
native place in village
Belaudi with great enthu-
siasm among his rela-
tives and villagers. The
Chief Minister interact-
ed with the villagers at
Kala Manch. CM and the
villagers worshipped the
cattle and performed the
religious rituals.

The villagers ex-
changed greetings with
the Chief Minister. On
this occasion, the Chief
Minister described
Govardhan Puja as a

symbol of love for nature
and benevolence.
Worship and protection
of nature is very impor-
tant for the future gener-
ations.

The CM advised every-
one to follow the basic
mantra of this festival.
He wished that this festi-
val of folk faith would in-
fuse new energy and

brotherhood in every-
one's life and every house
should be full of wealth.

The villagers of
Belaudi greeted the Chief
Minister according to the

rural culture. The Chief
Minister also visited the
village and met relatives
and villagers as well as
took selfies with children
and women.
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Baghel celebrates Govardhan Puja with relatives at native place 

License of seven medical stores 
suspended; one cancelled

p Major action against
illegal sale of drugs

Devendra celebrates Bhaidooj
with residents of Balaji Nagar

Body of youth recov-
ered from Sheonath

Bhilai, Oct 27: SDRF res-
cue team fished out the
body of a 24-year-old youth
from River Sheonath at Urla
Anicut on Thursday. The de-
ceased was a resident of
Shankar Nagar in Durg and
was a habitual drinker. The
deceased was identified as
Thanendra Dewangan (24)
son of Ramesh Dewangan a
resident of Ward 12,
Shankar Nagar, Durg. Jeora
Sirsa Chowki lodged a com-
plaint and investigations
are on. According to infor-
mation, Thanendra had left
home without informing
the family members on
Wednesday evening.
Around 22:30 hrs, he was
seen near the liquor shop.
On Thursday morning, lo-
cals spotted a body at Urla
Anicut of River Sheonath.
SDRF team reached the spot
and the body was fished out.
After preparing an inquest,
police sent the body for au-
topsy.

PBIV celebrates Diwali with gaiety in Peace AuditoriumNewly appointed BJP
President welcomed 

Skandasasthi Mahayajna 
underway in devotional mood
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Farmer’ suicide
exposes Cong govt

policies: Sao
Raipur, Oct 27: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday claimed that the
anti-farmer policy of
Congress government has
been exposed with the se-
ries of suicide committed
by the farmers in recent
past.

In a statement issued
here, the State BJP
President Arun Sao
sought the reason from the
state government over the
suicide of farmers includ-
ing Jashpur Nagar resi-
dent Ramkumar alias
Ujjawal Yadav. Sao further
claimed that the incidents
appears to be the scenario
in which the farmers have
lost faith on state govern-
ment. Sao claimed that the
26 year old Ramkumar had
committed suicide as he
has failed to clear the loan
of Rs 40,000. BJP chief fur-
ther stated that the erst-
while BJP government

had formulated the policy
of providing agricultural
loan at zero interest rate to
bring about prosperity
into the life of farmers. He
claimed that the farmers
are not getting any assis-
tance as the various
schemes introduced by the
erstwhile government
have been closed down by
the current regime.

Sai said that Congress
government had earlier
provided compensation of
Rs 50 lakh to farmer from
other states to gain politi-
cal mileage whereas inad-
equate compensations
have been provided by the
government to family
members of farmers who
had lost their life recently
in Chhattisgarh.

He further alleged that
the state government is
misleading by quoting var-
ious other reasons over
the farmers suicide.

Central India’s largest smart meter
testing lab to open in Nava Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: Under
the Revamped
Distribution Sector
Scheme of the Central
Government, the work of
installing smart meters
in the state will start
soon. As the power com-
pany should not face any
problem in checking
smart meters, so prepara-
tions have been made to
open the first central lab
of the state in Nava
Raipur to test smart me-
ters. This test lab will be
the largest in Central
India. Officials of the
power company said that
for the establishment of a
central lab, the power
company has signed an
MoU with Central Power
Research Institute,
Bangalore and the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment for the testing lab of
electrical equipment.

With the creation of this
lab, the technical prob-
lems of smart meters will
be caught and removed.
With the approval of this
lab, the state government
has given 10 acres of land
free of cost. Officials said
that apart from smart me-
ters in the lab, all electri-
cal equipment including
transformer, meter testing
and oil testing will be
done. At present, electri-
cal equipment is sent to
Bhopal for testing. The
creation of this lab will

save time and revenue.
The training center with-
in the laboratory will also
be given 20 percent conces-
sion in testing to power
companies in this labora-
tory. A training center will
be set up inside the labora-
tory. Here training will be
given to increase the effi-
ciency of the power work-
ers. The lab will be ready
in three years, the officials
of the power company
said that the lab will be
constructed at a cost of Rs
20.70 crore. The target of

completing the construc-
tion of the lab has been set
for three years. Till the lab
is not constructed, the
meter and equipment will
be tested in Bhopal and
Bangalore. Smart meters
will be installed in 56 lakh
houses, including Raipur,
smart meters will be in-
stalled in the homes of 56
lakh consumers of the
state from December-
January. Its tender
process is starting. It will
take at least a month to
complete it. After this, it
will take a month for the
work order to be issued.
According to this entire
schedule, a plan has been
prepared to install meters
in homes from December-
January. This is a big ex-
periment of the
Electricity Department re-
garding the facilities of
the people. This will bring
many changes in the 
system.

National Unity Day 
organized on 31 October

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277::  National Unity
Day is celebrated every year on
31 October to mark the birth
anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel is known for
supreme patriotism, strong will
power, conviction and courage.
The Department of Sports and
Youth Welfare, Government of
Chhattisgarh has directed all
the District Collectors to take
necessary action in connection
with the National Unity Day.

District Collectors have been
told that in connection with the
National Unity Day, it has been

decided by the National
Implementation Committee to
organize 75000 Unity Runs
across India on 31 October
between 7 AM to 9 PM in which
100 unity races can be included
per district. Cycle and bike ral-
lies can also be organized.
There will be active participa-
tion of volunteers of Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan and
National Service Scheme to
make the program successful.
The Higher Education
Department and School
Education Department will also
make joint efforts in this event.

Chhattisgarh records 23
coronavirus cases, no new
death; active tally at 158

Raipur, Oct 27:
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday reported 23
new COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 1.75 per
cent, taking the overall
tally to 11,77,416, while no
fresh death linked to the
infection was registered
in the state, an official
said. The death toll re-
main unchanged at 14,141.

The recovery count rose
to 11,63,117 after 47 pa-
tients recuperated from
the respiratory illness
during the day, leaving the
state with 158 active cases,
he said.

Raipur led with 12

cases, followed by four in
Durg, among other dis-
tricts. No coronavirus
cases were reported in 22
of the 28 districts in the
state, informed the 
official.

With 1,313 swab samples
examined during the day,
the tally of coronavirus
tests conducted so far in
the state went up to
1,87,25,598, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,416, new cases 23,
death toll 14,141, recover-
ies 11,63,117, active cases
158, total tests 1,87,25,598.

Collector dismisses 

9 contractual officers-workers 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27:
Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure took action of
dismissal against offi-
cers and employees
working in contract in
District Child
Protection Unit, Nava
Bihan, Sakhi One Stop
Center, Children’s
Home and juvenile
home under the con-
tract rules.

District Program
Officer Ms Shail
Thakur informed that 9
o f f i c e r s - e m p l oye e s
working under the de-
partment were dis-

missed after complaints
of poor confidential re-
ports, regular absence
on work, misbehavior
with women were found
against them.

The action was taken
against them on the rec-
ommendation of dis-
trict level selection com-
mittee.

Thakur said that after
assessment of the suit-
ability of work by the
provisions of
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services Contract
Recruitment Rules 2012,
their services would be
considered terminated
automatically from
October 31, 2022.

Four arrested in connection 
with theft in grocery shop

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277::  Within 24
hours after registration of FIR
over incident of theft in a gro-
cery shop four suspects were
arrested by the police. Police
have recovered cash amount
of Rs 155250 from their pos-
session. The incident of theft
took place at a grocery shop in
Byran Bazar area falling under
jurisdiction of Kotwali Police
Station.

According to information
received from police one Vijay
Bajaj lodged a complaint with
Kotwal Police Station about
the incident. He runs his gro-
cer shop named Sri Ram Kiran
Shop beside Holy Cross
School. As usual he had gone
back home after shutting his
shop on Friday night. Next
morning when he opened his
shop he found both the locks
broken and goods scattered on
the floor of the shop.
Moreover  cash of Rs 3 lakh

kept in money box, cash of Rs
1 lakh kept in almirah were
found issing. Some unidenti-
fied thieves broke open the
shop and decamped with cash
of Rs 4 lakh. Police registered
offence under Section 380, 457
against unidentified theives
and interrogated people near-
by. Subsequently after exam-
ining CCTV foodage and col-
lecting information from
informer police searched his-
tory sheeters who were
recently released from jail.

On receiving tip off from an
informer police caught one
Virendra Nayak alias Bittu,
resident of Byron Bazar in con-
nection with the incident.
During interrogation Virendra
Nayak confessed involvement
in the incident and revealed
names of three others-Amit
Bag, Sawan Nayak and Pinku
Mahanand, residents of Byron
Bazar.

Raipur, Oct 27: After
holding talks with the
senior leaders of the
party over the measures
to strengthen the
Organization, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Regional General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal
on Thursday started dis-
cussion with party rank
and file to start prepara-
tions for the four
Legislative Assembly

segments from Raipur
Urban Unit.

According to the infor-
mation received, the cen-
tral leader held interac-
tion with the ground
workers like booth work-
ers on whom the respon-
sibility lies to garner
vote during the elections
and also to create atmos-
phere in favour of the
party including the can-
didates. Sources said
that the main objective
behind the above meet-
ing was to boost confi-
dence of party workers
at ground level. Major
changes on cards at

booth level volunteers to
further strengthen the
Organization.

BJP General Secretary
Pawan Sai, Lok Sabha
member from Raipur
segment Sunil Soni,
BJP’s Divisional in-
charge Sourabh Singh,
State BJP Vice President
Laxmi Verma, Raipur
BJP President Jayanti
Patel and others were
present on the occasion.

Raipur West seat level
meeting was held initial-
ly during which former
MLA Rajesh Munat and
other leaders from seg-
ment were present
which was followed with
the meeting of Raipur
Rural. Central leader
held talks with the work-
ers and also gave them
task ahead of the next
Legislative Assembly
polls.

BJP begins Assembly segment level talks for pollsWoman looted of
cash, jewellery

Raipur, Oct 27: A woman
lost her purse containing
cash and jewelry when she
came to Gol Bazar for
shopping in festive season.
Unidentified thieves de-
camped with her purse,
taking advantage of
crowd.

According to informa-
tion available victim Geeta
Kosle lodged complaint
with Gol Bazar police
Station saying that she
had come to Gol Bazar for
Diwali shopping. She told
police that she had
brought her necklace in
her purse for piercing.
Meanwhile two unidenti-
fied women stole the purse
containing the necklace
and cash, taking advan-
tage of crowd and fled.
Offence under Section 379,
34 has been registered

against unidentified
women thieves.

On the receipt of infor-
mation the Gol Bazar po-
lice team started search-
ing unidentified women
thieves. Meanwhile a tip
off was received from an
informer about two
women roaming around in
suspicious condition.
Acting on this tip off the
police and cyber cell team
went to the place revealed
by informer and caught
both the women.

During interrogation ar-
rested women revealed
their identity as Jyoti Bija
Khadse and Sarika Montu,
residents of Maharashtra.
Both confessed of their in-
volvement in theft. Police
recovered stolen necklace,
cash and documents from
both the women.

CM took stock of the preparations for
Rajyotsava and Tribal Dance Festival

Raipur, Oct 27: The prepa-
rations for the 23rd founda-
tion day of Chhattisgarh
are going on in full swing in
Raipur. The National
Tribal Dance Festival is
being organized from

November 1st to 3rd at
Science College ground.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached the Science
College ground on
Thursday evening to take
stock of the preparations
for the festival. Chief
Minister  Baghel also in-
spected the site of the stalls
to be set up by all the de-
partments of Chhattisgarh
Government and also gave
necessary directions to the
departmental officers re-
garding the preparations. It

is worth mentioning that
preparations are being
made to celebrate
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival or-
ganized from November 1
to 3 in a grand manner and
for this, preparations are in
full swing at Science
College ground. 1500 tribal
artists from 09 countries in-
cluding all states, union ter-
ritories are coming to
Chhattisgarh to perform
for the National Tribal
Dance Festival.

Complete all preparations for purchase of
paddy on support price: Chief Secretary

Raipur, Oct 27: Chief
Secretary  Amitabh Jain
reviewed the implementa-
tion of important schemes
of the State Government
including purchase of
paddy on support price
through video conferenc-
ing from Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here
on Thursday. Divisional
Commissioner, Collector
and officers of various de-
partments participated in
the video conferencing.
The Chief Secretary re-
viewed in detail in relation
to the redressal of com-
plaints regarding pur-
chase of paddy in this

Kharif season including
custom milling, arrange-
ments for transportation
of paddy from committees.
The Chief Secretary has
directed the officers to
make all necessary
arrangements for the con-
venience of the farmers in
the paddy procurement
centers. In the meeting,
the Chief Secretary re-
viewed in detail the
progress of the action plan
for disposal of legacy
waste in urban bodies. He
took information about
the implementation of the
action plan for disposal of
legacy waste in Municipal
Corporation, Raipur,

Korba, Durg, Raigarh,
Jagdalpur, Dhamtari and
Rajnandgaon from the col-
lectors of the districts.
Along with this, informa-
tion about the operation
status of the polluted
water treatment plants op-
erating in the state was
also taken from the
Collectors. The Chief
Secretary took detailed in-
formation from the offi-
cers about the action plan
and progress of Solid
Waste Management in
Gram Panchayats. While
reviewing the implemen-
tation of the online con-
version scheme, the Chief
Secretary asked the offi-

cers of the Revenue
Department to start the
online transfer system as
soon as the land is regis-
tered. He directed the de-
partmental officers to pro-
vide necessary training to
the officers and employees
in this regard. Jain said
that the officers of the
Revenue and Agriculture
Department were given in-
structions regarding the
harvesting experiment
that as the officials accom-
pany the farmers in their
fields at the time of crop
‘girdawari’, similarly they
should accompany the
farmers at the time of har-
vesting.

CATTLE MENACE

Stray cattle have entered in the open divider on Ring Road with lot of greenery after

the rains and this may pose threat to vehicles driven in high –speed.

Review of 
implementation of
important schemes
including paddy
procurement

Two arrested with
stolen motorcycle
Raipur, Oct 27: Police
have arrested two youth
when they were search-
ing for buyers of stolen
motorcycle in Purani
Basti area. According to
information available
two youth roaming
around Bhathagaon
Chowk to sell stolen mo-
torcycle were arrested on
Wednesday. Police took
the action by acting on a
tip off from an informer
about the bike lifters.

During interrogation
both arrested youth re-
vealed their identity as
19-year old Amit Yadav
and 19-year old Rahul
Patel, residents of
Amleshwar Durg.
During strict interroga-
tion both confessed of in-
volvement in lifting mo-
torcycle from Kachna
Raipur. Police have re-
covered the stolen bike
(Reg No CG O4, 8349)
from their possession
and registered offence
under Section 379
against the.

Kejriwal always plays

emotional card for

election: Baghel

Raipur, Oct 27: CM
Bhupesh Baghel while
commenting upon the
statement made by
CM Kejriwal ques-
tioned that when he
(Arvind Kejriwal)
holds press confer-
ence with photo-
graphs of leaders like
Shri Ambedkar or
Shaheed Bhagat
Singh in the backdrop,
does it really resem-
bles AAP’s ideology?
Baghel said that the
place from Kejriwal
has to contest the elec-
tion he plays the emo-
tional card and never
fulfills what he prom-
ises.

Preparations in full
swing for Rajyotsava
and National Tribal
Dance Festival to be
held from  November
1st to 3rd

Regional GS Jamwal
holds meeting with
party rank and file

Cloth, dry fruit stolen from 
D-Mart, two arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2277:: Police have arrested two persons in connection
with the incident of goods including jeans, shirts, dry fruits and
other goods from D-Mart Stores in 36 City Mall, located in the cap-
ital Raipur. Both the thieves have been arrested on the basis of
CCTV footage. One of the arrested persons was working as secu-
rity guard in D-Mart. He carried out plan to steal goods in D-Mart
with the support of another person residing in his neighbour-
hood.The incident took place in the area falling under jurisdiction
of Telibandha Police Station. Both the thieves have been identified
as Ishwar Prasad and Gulab Singh Dewangan. They stole goods
worth around Rs 20065. Both were produced before the court and
then sent to central jail.

MLA Chhabra attends ‘Gaura-Gauri’ festival
Bemetara, Oct 27: MLA
Ashish Chhabra prayed
for the happiness and
prosperity of the residents
of the area by worshiping
Gaura-Gauri installed in
different wards of the city
Bemetara under the as-
sembly constituency.
Reaching the Gauri-Gaura
festival, MLA Chhabra
greeted the people on
Diwali and said that this
festival of Diwali should
keep one’s life shining like
this. ‘I feel happy to be
among you all. The mind
becomes happy to come in
amidst all of you. Here
they travel with Gaura
and Gauri. What a beauti-
ful tradition, there should
be happiness in the lives of

the residents. This is the
wish that after visiting
Gaura-Gauri, Sheetala
Mata Mandir fulfilled the
Chhattisgarhia tradition
by eating Sota in Sighori

Basti.
According to the belief

of Chhattisgarh, if a stone
is struck on the occasion
of Gaura-Gauri Puja, it
averts evil. ,

World Mental Health promotion prog organized

Bacheli, Oct 27: The month
of October is being celebrat-
ed all over the world as
World Health Promotion and
Awareness month. Different
types of programmes for
mental health were also or-
ganised by DAV Public
School Bacheli, in which all
the students and teachers of
the school participated. The
programme lasted for six
days in the school premises
and it was observed as World
Mental Health Awareness
Week. Short films related to
mental health were shown to
the students, workshops and

group discussions were or-
ganized on different topics
related to mental health.
There were special classes of
yoga-asanas, pranayama
and meditation aimed at the
development of mental
health. Apart from this,
essay writing and poster

making competitions were
held, the theme of which
was the promotion of men-
tal health through
Ayurveda.

In Essay Competition,
Riddhi Dutta got first posi-
tion, second position Manavi
Mukherjee, third place

Niyati Singh and in poster
making first position
Nandini Sharma, second
positionRakhiBaghel and
third position was bagged by
SonalMandvi. All the stu-
dents and teachers actively
participated in the entire
programme and learnt the

ways to promote mental
health. The program was or-
ganised under the brilliant
guidance of the principal of
the school, Dr. Chetna
Sharma. She addressed the
students and teachers in an
awesome manner sharing
her inputs on the impor-
tance of mental health and
added that mental health is
as important for all of us as
physical, we all should try to
maintain our mental health
and learn its methods. The
in-charge of the program
Abhishek Mahobia, the stu-
dent Councellor, during the
session said that the quality
of one’s life can be increased
further if mental health is
managed properly

Variety of entertainment prog on Oct 30

Raipur, Oct 27: Renowned
Bhojpuri singer and Sur
Sangram winner Mohan
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi folk
singer Dilip Shadangi and
Bhojpuri singer Priyanka
Pandey will enthral
Raipurians at Mahadev
Ghat on the occasion of
third-day of Chhath Puja,
on October 30. Dancers
Sonali and Tarun Chopra
of international acclaimed
dance Group Dharohar
Kala Sangam Sanstha
Prayagraj will perform
‘Nritya Natika’ in the cul-

tural programme. The cul-
tural evening will be organ-
ised by Chhath Mahaparva
Aayojan Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat, said Chief
of the CMAS Rajesh
Kumar Singh.

Four-day Chhath festival,
also known as Surya
Shasthi, will commence
with “Nhay Khay” ritual
on Friday. Kharna ritual
will be performed on
October 29. ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya
will be offered on 
October 31.

Volunteers of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan Samiti
(CMAS) Mahadev Ghat

Raipur cleaned Kharun
river and Mahadev Ghat on
Thursday morning. The
members of the committee
reached Mahadev Ghat in
the morning hours at
Mahadev Ghat and donated
their labour to clean
Mahadev Ghat along the
Kharun river. Garbage in
large quantity was taken
out from the Kharun river.
Sanitation workers of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation are also clean-
ing the Mahadev Ghat.

All kinds of facilities like
parking, lighting and other
facilities are being
arranged for devotees at
Mahadev Ghat.

Raipur witnesses sudden spike
in Dengue with 49 fresh cases

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: With the
passing of the festival of
Diwali, dengue cases are
on the rise in
Chhattisgarh. Till
Tuesday evening, 49
cases of dengue have
been found in Raipur. Of
these, 30 patients are
from the various wards
and colonies of the city.
The remaining 19 people
are said to be from near-
by villages. The health
department is also on
alert after detection of so
many dengue patients in
city. The day after Diwali,
hundreds of people suf-
fering from fever were
tested. When the report
came, there was panic in
the health department.
Dengue was confirmed
in 49 people only in
Raipur. It is being in-
formed that three dengue
patients have been found
in Gudhiyari and
Shivanand Nagar areas

only. Patients have been
confirmed from rest part
of the city. Officials said
that with the end of the
monsoon, the cases of
dengue-malaria is on
rise. But this time due to
prolonged rain, fresh
water has accumulated.
Mosquitoes got a favor-
able environment for
breeding in this. Raipur’s
Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr.
Mithilesh Chaudhary
said that the team of
Health Department is
working to bring the situ-
ation under control. Why
there is suddenly so
many hike in cases, in-
vestigation is on. Team of
health department are
visiting the affected
areas, he said. According
to the health department

data, 859 dengue patients
were found from January
2022 to the first week of
August 2022. Out of this,
704 patients have come to
the fore only in Bastar
district. In the year 2020,
only 57 cases of dengue
were found during the
whole year. But in 2021,
one thousand 86 patients
were identified. Three-
four days ago the team of
Union Health Ministry
visited Chhattisgarh.
The team went to many
dengue-malaria affected
districts including
Jagdalpur, Dantewada in
Bastar and reviewed the
cases and the prepara-
tion of the Health
Department The same
team had also visited
Raipur. Later, in a meet-
ing with the state level of-
ficials, the team had sug-
gested to conduct an in-
tensive campaign
throughout the year for
the prevention of
dengue-malaria.

Artists from 9 foreign countries to
participate in Tribal Dance Festival

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 27: The pro-
posed National Tribal
Dance Festival in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh is going to
be more grand this year.
Apart from tribal artists
from all the states of the
country, artists from 9 for-
eign countries are also
going to participate in
this. In such a situation,
this time the artists will
showcase the culture of
New Zealand, Russia,
Serbia, Egypt and
Indonesia. Director of
Culture Department
Vivek Acharya said that
so far this year

Mozambique, Mongolia,
New Zealand, Serbia,
Tongo, Maldives, Russia,
Indonesia and Egypt have
sent their consent to par-
ticipate in this festival.
Artists from seven coun-
tries had come for the 2021
Tribal Dance Festival.

Cultural representatives
from five countries partic-
ipated in the first
National Tribal Dance
Festival held in 2019.
Apart from this, about
1400 artists from 28 states
and other union territo-
ries are also going to par-

ticipate in this festival.
The National Tribal
Dance Festival is to be or-
ganized in the Science
College ground of Raipur.
It will start with the
Rajyotsav on November 1.
The closing ceremony of
the dance festival is to be
held on November 3. The
state government had
started this dance festival
from the year 2019. In 2020,
the event was postponed
due to the severity of the
corona infection. This fes-
tival was organized for the
second time in 2021. This
year is the third year of
the event. For this,
Ministers, Parliamentary
Secretaries and MLAs
have invited Governors,
Chief Ministers and
Ambassadors of various
states and embassies on
behalf of the State
Government. Artists from

Nigeria, Swaziland,
Uganda, Male, Sri Lanka,
Uzbekistan and Palestine
participated in last year’s
Tribal Dance Festival. In
2019, artists from
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Uganda and
Belarus performed.
Artists from 9 countries
who are going to come this
time will be a part of this
festival for the first time.
Officials said, this time
two themes have been
kept in the tribal dance
festival. The first theme is
the tribal dance on the
harvest and the second
theme is the tribal tradi-
tions and customs. Prizes
worth Rs 20 lakh will be
distributed to the win-
ners. Prizes of Rs 5 lakh
will be given for the first
position, Rs 3 lakh for the
second position and Rs 2
lakh for the third position.

Preparations for Paddy purchase on support
price and  custom milling completed

Raipur, Oct 27:
Preparations have been
completed for the pur-
chase of paddy on sup-
port price from farmers
in the state. The purchase
is going to start from
November 1. This will be
completed by  January 31,
2023. The work of farmer
registration will be done
through the Integrated
Farmer Portal of the
Agriculture Department
till October 31. So far, the
registration of 24 lakh
5,288 farmers has been
checked and 95 thousand
new farmers have been

registered. Paddy pro-
curement policy and cus-
tom milling policy have
been issued by the state
government on October
21, according to which
the work of procurement
and disposal of paddy
will be done by the collec-
tors in the districts. It is
estimated that 110 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy
will be procured from
farmers in the Kharif
year 2022-23, for which
5.50 lakh bales of gunny
bags will be required.
According to the new
gunny bag policy of the

Government of India for
the purchase of paddy, the
purchase of paddy will be
done in new and old
gunny bags in the ratio of
50.50. Out of two lakh 97
thousand bales required
for rice procurement, the
Government of India has
given approval to pur-
chase two lakh 37 thou-
sand bales of gunny bags
from the Jute
Commissioner. So far, an
indent of two lakh 37
thousand bales has been
issued, against which one
lakh 45 thousand bales
have been received by the
state. Remaining 48 thou-
sand bales of new jute
gunny bags are available
from last year.
Reimbursement of gunny
bags falling short will be
purchased through the
JAM portal. Two lakh 53
thousand bales of old
gunny bags will be re-
quired, which are avail-
able with the millers and
committees in the state.

Candidates preparing for UPSC
can apply for coaching till Nov 7

Raipur, Oct 27: Under the
Rajiv Yuva Utthan Yojana
Rules, 2019, candidates be-
longing to Scheduled
Tribes, Scheduled Castes
and Other Backward
Classes of the state can
apply online for the prepa-
ration of Civil Services
Examination conducted by
the Union Public Service in
New Delhi. These applica-
tions will be accepted till 5
pm, November 7. For this 50
candidates will be selected.
In which 50 percent of the
Scheduled Tribes, 30 per-
cent of the Scheduled
Castes and 20 percent of the

Other Backward Classes
candidates will be selected.
In each category, 33 percent
will be reserved for women.
Eligible candidates willing
to prepare for the Civil
Services Examination con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission in
New Delhi, online applica-
tion and detailed informa-
tion related to advertise-
ment is available on the
website. Eligible candidates
related to this examination
can get information about
the examination centre, ex-
amination result  from the
departmental website.

Medical counseling date extended,
Edit option facility till October 28

Raipur, Oct 27: The date of
registration and correction
of mistakes in medical
counseling in Chhattisgarh
has been extended. Now the
counseling process will con-
tinue till the evening of
October 28. This  order was
issued after the meeting of
the counseling committee
chaired by Health secretary
R Prasanna. Under this
process, registration is
being done for admission to
MD, MS, MBBS, BDS,
Nursing and BPT courses.

Officials said, some stu-
dents had asked for the edit
option to rectify the mis-
takes made while applying.
In the counseling commit-
tee meeting, it was decided
that some mistakes made in
the application would be
given a chance to be edited,
corrected. In which the stu-
dents would be able to recti-
fy it. For this, the updation
in the software will be done

by Tuesday evening. Due to
this, the last date of regis-
tration has been extended
till October 28, 6.30 pm. A
grievance redressal cell has
also been set up in the
Directorate of Medical
Education. In this cell, Dr.
Pravin Banjare (
pravnbn@gmail.com ) will
resolve the complaints relat-
ed to the counseling process
and Dr. Arvind Neral 

(drarvind.neral@gmail.c
om) related to admission in
private medical colleges. 104
helpline number will be
started from October 28 for
guidance on various doubts
of students. After October
27, the fees of all private
medical colleges will be dis-
played in the website of the
department. The admission
process of BPT will be done
through online software.

Review of preparations for National
Conference of Chief Secretaries

Raipur, Oct 27: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
took a meeting of officers
of various departments of
the State Government in
connection with the neces-
sary preparations for the
National Conference of
Chief Secretaries to be
chaired by the Prime
Minister from January 5
to 7, 2023 next year at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on
Wednesday. In the meet-

ing, a detailed discussion
was held regarding the
progress and preparations
of various departments re-
garding the conference.
Jain instructed the offi-
cers regarding the neces-
sary information and
preparations for the
National Conference of
Chief Secretaries. In this
meeting, organized
through video conferenc-
ing, Principal Secretary,
Village Industries

Department, Mr. Alok
Shukla, Secretary
Planning Department, Mr.
Gaurav Dwivedi,
Secretary of Energy
Department Mr. Ankit
Anand, Secretary of
Health Department Mr.
Prasanna R, Secretary of
Department of Women
and Child Development
Mr. Bhuvnesh Yadav, offi-
cials of finance, urban ad-
ministration and other de-
partments participated.
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Artist to showcase 
culture of New Zealand,
Russia, Serbia, Egypt
and Indonesia 

In DAV Vidyalaya on
Oct 22

Mohan Rathore Dilip Shadangi Priyanka Pandey

 To mark Chhath
festival

Raipur, Oct 27: A delega-
tion of Chhath Mahaparv
Aayojan Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat Raipur led
by its President Rajesh
Kumar Singh called on for-
mer Chief Minsiter and
BJP National Vice
President Dr Raman
Singh at his residence in
the state capital. The dele-
gation invited former
Chief Minister Dr Raman

Singh to attend the Chhath
Puja programme at
Mahadev Ghat of Kharun
river.

Members of the
Committee Ravindra
Singh, Sunil Singh,
Ramkumar Singh, Shashi
Singh, Ajay Sharma,
Brijesh Singh, Amarjeet
Singh, Santosh Singh and
other members were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Raman Singh invited
for Chhath Puja



Collector purchases
cow dung made lamps

KKoorrbbaa,,  OOcctt  2277:: District Collector
Sanjeev Kumar Jha along with
Municipal Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey and Chief
Executive Officer of Zilla
Panchayat Nutan Kanwar
reached the local Budhwari mar-
ket and purchased diyas made of
dung and soil in the shops set up
by the potters on the side of the
road.  Along with this, the
Collector reached C-Mart locat-
ed in TP Nagar and purchased
the materials manufactured by
women self-help groups, rural
craftsmen, potters. It is worth
mentioning here that under the
'C-Mart Yojna' of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, indigenous
products of Chhattisgarh vil-
lages, women self-help groups,
craftsmen, weavers, artisans,
potters and other traditional and
cottage industries manufactured
products are being sold. 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 27:
Vegetable growing farm-
ers are very upset due to
power cut in
Chaubebandha village
adjoining the city in the
region and as per infor-
mation, there are two
types of connections dis-
tributed, out of which
the first is the domestic
connection and the sec-
ond is the connection
meant for agrarian
units.

As per information the
power supply disruption
at times run for 2-3 days

and sometimes as early
as six in the morning,
the power supply cut is
being recorded. Due to
continues and untimely
power cut farmers are
facing a lot of problems
in irrigating their farms,
particularly vegetable
growing farmers.

Farmers told that at
present farming has be-
come very expensive,
from plants to fertilizers,
medicines, laborers,
tractor plowing etc.and
in such a situation, the
untimely power supply
disruption is a challenge.

It is important to know

that this time due to the
erratic behavior of the
weather, the harvest is
thin and most of the veg-
etables coming to the
markets are imported
from Raipur, Durg,
Bhilai, Rajnandgaon,
Bangalore, Nagpur etc as
local arrivals are negligi-
ble.

Highlighting the prob-
lems, the farming com-
munities mainly in-
dulged in vegetable
farming have requested
the government not to
disrupt the power supply
for long stretches and er-
ratic time periods.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Oct 27: The
festival of Diwali was cel-
ebrated with great enthu-
siasm in the region, with
worship of Goddess
Laxshmi and bursting of
firecrackers, followed by
Govardhan Puja and
Matar.

In the villages includ-
ing village Beldar Seoni,
Sirri, Kanaki, Navagaon,
Tulsi, Budeni, Pachri,
Math, the people of Yadav
community performed
the traditional dance
Raut Nacha. Before this,
after singing a couplet,
they danced with Mayi
and excavated Govardhan
in the village along with it
a variety of dishes both

salty and sweet
were distributed.

Also, on Bhai
Dooj, sisters ap-
plied tilak and
wished for their
brother's long life.
Traders in the re-
gion too opened
new ledger records
to mark the open-
ing of a new busi-
ness year and chil-
dren enthusiasti-
cally bursted
crackers till late in
the night.
Residences and
business units
were all decked in
lights and diyas to
mark the day of
prosperity and
goodwill.

Fanikeshwar College of Fingeshwar gets ‘B’ grade 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Oct 27: After
two days intensive inspec-
tion by the National
Accreditation and
Assessment Council (NAAC)
Bengaluru at Government
Fanikeshwar College of
Fingeshwar, the College was
granted 'B' grade in view of
changes in different level of
works in the College. The in-
formation about inspection
in the College was received
about 2-3 months back and
right since then the
President of College manag-
ment Samiti Ramkrishna
Tiwari and other members
and teaching staff made lot
of preparations in ensuring
many facilities in the
College, including white-
wash and for educational ac-
tivities. For this MLA
Amitesh Shukla was also
giving regular instructions
to the College samiti and
staff. NAAC team in its two-
day inspection had conduct-
ed valuation of quality edu-

cation being provided over
the last five years and the
works done to achieve the
same, apart from other pre-
sentations by different de-
partments in the College.
They also checked the
College's infrastructure, li-
brary, laboratory, sports fa-
cilities, canteen, cycle stand,
botanical garden, working
procedure of the education-
al and non-educational staff
and their financial manage-
ment and records of the ad-
ministrative works and
other facilities in the
College. The NAAC team
comprising of Dr Sanjeev
Mittal- Chairperson, Rama
Rao Satyvada, convener; Dr
Swati Patle as member con-
ducted inspection reaching
the College. Principal of the
College- Dr Sonita Satsangi

and their management com-
mittee and teaching staff
gave a wonderful presenta-
tion before the NAAC team.
During the training the
NAAC team gave valuable
suggestions for improve-
ment in different sections in
the College. Chairman of
College's Management
Samiti Ramkrishna Tiwari
informed that in the first ef-
fort with 2.12 points, getting
'B' grade is a big achieve-
ment. The credit for this
goes to the good results by
the students and regular di-
rection and suggestions by
MLA Amitesh Shukla.
Principal of the College
Sonita Satsangi informed
that in its first effort itself,
the College got a major suc-
cess and is indeed a big
achievement. With College

being awarded 'B' grade, it
will now get more facilities
in the coming time and the
college management has al-
ready started implementa-
tion of the suggestions given
by NAAC team to make it
even better. Principal in-
formed that having many
teachers in proportion the
strength of the student got
more points to the College.
Apart from this with ap-
pointment of Asst. profes-
sors this year, too has got
good response to the College
and it would draw more ben-
efits in the coming years
when it comes to awarding
of Grade. Among the teach-
ing staff of the College,
Manohar Markande, Shweta
Mishra, Devdas Banjare,
Teerath Ram Kapoor,
Kamleshwar Prasad Nishad,
Dr Alka Kaushik, Tarun
Bandhe, Mithilesh, Priynka
Sonwani, and President of
College management samiti
Ramkrishna Tiwari and
other members were 
present.
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Sukma, Oct 27: A video
clip purportedly showing
a head constable thrash-
ing his subordinate in a
remote police station in
Maoist-hit Sukma district
has surfaced on social
media, prompting author-
ities to order a probe into
the incident.

The two cops involved
in the incident and anoth-
er official posted at the po-
lice station have been
shifted and attached to
Police Lines (taken off ac-
tive duty) in Sukma town,
located around 400 km
from Raipur, after the clip
went viral on Tuesday.
The alleged incident took
place on October 23.

After the video came to
light, head constable
Manglu Ram Dugga and
his subordinate, assistant
constable Madvi Joga,
both posted at the
Golapalli police station,
have been attached to
Police Lines in Sukma,
Superintendent of Police,
Sukma, Sunil Sharma
told PTI.

Assistant Sub-

Inspector (ASI) Devraj
Nag, the duty officer at
the police station at the
time of the incident, has
also been sent to Police
Lines, he said. An inquiry
headed by an Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) has been ordered to
ascertain the reason be-
hind the incident, he said.

Based on the probe re-
port, further action will
be taken in the matter, the
SP added. According to
police, head constable
Dugga is seen hitting as-
sistant constable Joga in
the viral video. Both cops
in civil dress at the time
of the incident while
some villagers are seen
standing around them in
the video clip. In the
video, Dugga is purport-
edly heard abusing Joga.

The veracity of the
video could not be inde-
pendently verified.
However, according to the
Chhattisgarh Christian
Forum (CCF), the assis-
tant constable was beaten
up by his senior after he
sought action in a case of
alleged assault on people
belonging to the
Christian community by
villagers in Golapalli.

"On October 21 night,

some locals allegedly as-
saulted Christian fami-
lies in the village. The vic-
tims approached police
the next day but their
complaint was not regis-
tered", said Arun
Pannalal, President of
CCF.

On October 23, they
again went to the police
station seeking to lodge
an FIR but they were
abused there. When assis-
tant constable Joga, a

Christian whose family
members were also as-
saulted, asked his seniors
to take action into the
matter he was assaulted
by the head constable
(Dugga), Pannalal al-
leged.

Asked about Pannalal's
claims, Superintendent of
Police Sharma denied
any communal angle in
the incident and said the
probe will bring out all
relevant details.
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Kawardha, Oct 27:
Jyotish Peethadheeshwar
Jagatguru Shankara-
charya Swami Shri
Avimukteshwa-ranand
Saraswati Ji Maharaj is in
the region on his maiden
visit and the festival of
Deepawali, here has be-
come more auspicious
owing to his coming.

Addressing media per-

sonnel's and other digni-
taries, the seer discussed
an array of topics related
to theology philosophy
and Gurukul system of ed-
ucation and admonished
the governments of not
enlightening the students
thorough rectification in
the modern syllabus of ed-
ucation.

He addressed the need of
dissolvent of Article 130
and seeked the amend-
ment of Gurukul based ed-
ucation in all schools.
Also talking on River
Ganga, he asked for the
river to be called the
National River, opposing
the affluent like sewer
water being discarded into
the holy river.

Citing examples and
philosophical thoughts the
Seer asked unification to-
wards the dream of a
Hindu Rashtra. Here it
needs a information that
the on Deepawali, at 10:30
am, Jyotishpeethadhish-

war Sri Jagadguru
Shankara-charya Swami
Shri 1008 Avimuktesh-
waranand Ji Maharaj had
reached Swami Avimukt
Nagar, Lohara, which in-
cluded a variety of dar-
shan and worship pro-

grams, followed by paduka
worship at the residence of
erstwhile King Late
Devbrath Singh, in
Shantideep Colony,
Kawardha of
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Upadhyay, the principal
trustee in Shri
Shankaracharya Jan 
Kalyan Nyas.

Special Mahalakshmi
Puja was performed and
meantime, Jagadguru
gave a lot of firecrackers
as blessings to the visitors
who came to visit
Shankara Bhavan. People
from far off places came to
pay their obeisance and
were offered packet of
sweets made of special in-
gredients.

Dongargarh, Oct 26:
District President CJC (J)
Vishnu Lodhi said that the
way the neighbouring
Odisha and Rajasthan gov-
ernment have given
Diwali gift to contractual
employees by taking  his-
torical decision of regular-
ising them within a week's
time, in the same way
lakhs of adhoc and con-
tractual employees of
Chhattisgarh too needs to
be regularised by the
Chhattisgarh government
soon and CJC (J) raised de-
mand for the same.

Lodhi said that the

adhoc and contractual em-
ployees of Chhattisgarh
have staged protest right
from streets to the Vidhan

Sabha in support of their
regularisation. In this re-
gard, CJC (J) recalled that
Congress in its party's
election manifesto of 2018
have promised to regu-
larise the adhoc or con-
tractual employees in the
state.

Now the state govern-
ment has lost 4 years of its
rule and now only 1 yera is
left and in the last
Monsoon session of July
2021 CM Bhupesh Baghel
too had assured to regu-
larise the contractual em-
ployees, but till date it has
not being fulfilled.

Bijapur, Oct 27: Maoists
abducted and killed the
brother of a journalist on
suspicion of being a police
informer in  Bijapur dis-
trict, a senior police offi-
cial said.

The victim, Basant
Jhadi, was abducted by
Maoists on Friday and
killed on Monday after
they held a 'jan adalat'
(people's court or kanga-
roo court) in Kotapalli vil-
lage on the Chhattisgarh-
Telangana border,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P said on
Wednesday.

Jhadi, who was the
brother of a local journal-
ist, was killed on suspicion
of being a police informer,
he said.

"As per the information
received so far, the victim's
relatives have performed
his last rites, but they are
yet to lodge a police com-
plaint," the official said.

Maoists often hold 'jan

adalat' where persons sus-
pected to be loyal to the
state are killed in full pub-
lic view.

In the past also, there
have been a number of in-
cidents of Maoists killing
people on the suspicion of
being police informers in
south Bastar region,
which comprises Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma
districts.

Fire breaks out in
S’karmis house

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Oct 27: Fire
broke out in the house of
Shiksha Karmi Nakul
Dewangan at around 2:00
in the night on Tuesday
and all the goods in the
house were gutted in fire.
Mother-father and kids
sleeping inside the house
somehow managed to es-
cape unhurt.

As per information in
this regard, the fire started
in all the rooms of the
house and it seems as if it
has been deliberately done
and which will come after
police inquiry and investi-
gation. The villagers have
urged the public represen-
tatives of providing relief
to the affected family and
pay them ex-gratia for the
same.

Collector holds meeting regarding
preparations for Rajyotsava 

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Oct 27: On
completion of 22 years of
the establishment of the
state on November 1, a one-
day Rajyotsava program
will be organized in
Bemetara on Nov 1.

Parliamentary Secretary

and in-charge of the
District Vikas Upadhyay
will be the chief guest. An
exhibition based on the de-
velopment activities of
various departments and
public welfare schemes of
the state government will
be organized at the School
Ground in Bemetara.

Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla took a meet-
ing of district level officers
of various departments in

the Collectorate meeting
room and gave necessary
directions regarding the
preparation of the one-day
Rajyotsava. He said that a
cultural program would be
organized on November 1
by Chhattisgarhi artists
and school children in
Rajyotsava.

In the meeting, the con-
cerned departmental offi-
cers were informed about
the photo exhibition and

stalls to be organized in
the Rajyotsava and in-
structed to publicize the
schemes of the govern-
ment related to their re-
spective departments
through flex, banner,
poster, LED screen etc.
Apart from this, on
November 1, all the govern-
ment buildings of the dis-
trict headquarters will be
illuminated with colourful
lights in the night.
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p Jagatguru
Shankaracharya
Swami Shri
Avimukteshwaran
and Saraswati on
maiden visit

p On suspicion of being
police informer

p To be held in School
Ground on Nov 1

All escape unhurt, all goods gutted in fire

Maoists abduct,
kill journalist's kin

What Maoists did...

The victim, Basant
Jhadi, was abducted by
Maoists on Friday and
killed on Monday after
they held a 'jan adalat'
(people's court or kanga-
roo court) in Kotapalli vil-
lage on the Chhattisgarh-
Telangana border. Jhadi,
who was the brother of a
local journalist, was
killed on suspicion of
being a police informer.
As per the information
received so far, the vic-
tim's relatives have per-
formed his last rites, but
they are yet to lodge a
police complaint.

CJC (J) demands regularisation
of contractual employees
In line with decision by Rajasthan and Odisha govt

Vishnu Lodhi

Seer holds need for amendments of ‘Gurukul’

Video shows cop thrashing subordinate in Sukma
p Probe ordered

What police said...
An inquiry headed by an Additional Superintendent of Police (ASP) has

been ordered to ascertain the reason behind the incident, he said.Based
on the probe report, further action will be taken in the matter, the SP
added. According to police, head constable Dugga is seen hitting assistant
constable Joga in the viral video. Both cops in civil dress at the time of the
incident while some villagers are seen standing around them in the video
clip. In the video, Dugga is purportedly heard abusing Joga.The veracity of
the video could not be independently verified.

CCF claims.....
However, according to the Chhattisgarh Christian Forum (CCF), the as-

sistant constable was beaten up by his senior after he sought action in a
case of alleged assault on people belonging to the Christian community
by villagers in Golapalli. "On October 21 night, some locals allegedly as-
saulted Christian families in the village. The victims approached police
the next day but their complaint was not registered", said Arun Pannalal,
President of CCF. On October 23, they again went to the police station
seeking to lodge an FIR but they were abused there. When assistant con-
stable Joga, a Christian whose family members were also assaulted,
asked his seniors to take action into the matter he was assaulted by the
head constable (Dugga), Pannalal alleged.

After two days of intensive inspection by NAAC team

Diwali celebrated with enthusiasm

Vegetable growers demand stoppage
of erratic power disruption
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‘Married woman asked to do household
work for family not cruelty’

Mumbai, Oct 27 (PTI): 

If a married woman is
asked to do household
work for the family, the
same cannot be equated
to the work of a maid ser-
vant and would not
amount to cruelty, the
Aurangabad bench of the
Bombay High Court said
while quashing a case
lodged by a woman
against her estranged
husband and his parents
for domestic violence and
cruelty.

A division bench of
Justices Vibha

Kankanwadi and Rajesh
Patil, on October 21,
quashed the First
Information Report
lodged against the man
and his parents.

The woman, in her
complaint, had alleged
she was was treated prop-
erly for a month after
marriage, but thereafter,
they began treating her
like a maid servant.

She also claimed her
husband and his parents,
a month after the mar-
riage, started demanding

Rs 4 lakh to buy a four-
wheeler. In her com-
plaint, the woman said
she was then subjected to
mental and physical ha-
rassment by her husband
over this demand.

The HC, in its order,
noted the woman had
merely stated she was ha-
rassed but had not speci-
fied any such act in her
complaint.

“If a married lady is
asked to do household
work definitely for the
purpose of the family, it
cannot be said it is like a
maid servant. If she had

no wish to do her house-
hold activities, then she
ought to have told it ei-
ther prior to the mar-
riage so that the bride-
groom can rethink about
the marriage itself or if
it is after marriage, then
such problem ought to
have been sorted out ear-
lier,” the court said.

It further said mere
use of the words harass-
ment ‘mentally and phys-
ically’ is not sufficient to
attract Section 498A of
the Indian Penal Code
unless such acts are de-
scribed.

NMDC organises plantation
at Landscape Garden

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  2277::    India’s
Eco-Friendly Miner and the
country’s largest producer of
iron ore, NMDC organised a
plantation at Landscape
Garden and adopted two tigers
- a Royal Bengal Tiger and a
White Tiger on Oct 27, 2022 at
Nehru Zoological Park,
Hyderabad. 

NMDC has consistently been
a frontrunner in environment
conservation and sustainable
development. As part of
Swachhta 2.0, the company has
initiated various conservation
efforts to help protect the flora
and fauna of the country. Since
the start of the Swachhta cam-
paign on 2nd October, 2022
NMDC has conducted numer-
ous Cleanliness Drives,
Plantation Drives,
PrabhatPheri, Swachhta Run
and Awareness campaigns on
the importance of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. The Plantation
Drive at the zoo is a brainchild
of the Environment Division,
Resource Planning Department
at NMDC and is a step towards
reinforcing biodiversity conser-
vation efforts. The Plantation
and Tiger Adoption Drive was

conducted in the presence of
the Chief Guest Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC; Amitava
Mukherjee, Director (Finance);
S. Rajashekar (DCF) Curator,
Nehru Zoological Park and offi-
cials of NMDC, Nehru
Zoological Park and Forest
Department, Government of
Telangana. 

Amitava Mukherjee said, “A
sustainable future demands
aggregated efforts towards
combating desertification and
managing forests whilst pre-
venting biodiversity loss. NMDC
believes that our actions today
will determine the future of the
nation and is honoured to have
been a part of the plantation and
adoption initiatives at Nehru
Zoological Park.” Speaking on
the occasion, Sumit Deb said,

“NMDC has always been a
responsible miner and is com-
mitted to the protection of
endangered flora and fauna. As
Miners to the Nation, NMDC
holds significant accountability
in safeguarding the interests of
the people and making the plan-
et sustainable. The magnificent
Royal Bengal Tiger is our coun-
try’s national animal and the
White Tiger is a rare species. It
is imperative to note how impor-
tant biodiversity is in sustain-
ability for the people and planet.
As part of our efforts in preserv-
ing the planet through Swachhta
2.0, we hope to play our part in
biodiversity conservation
through the adoption of these
two tigers.” The adoption and
plantation drive was followed by
a visit to the zoo. 

INFANTRY DAY

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  OOcctt  2277  ((PPTTII))::    Exactly
75 years ago troops of the
Army’s 1 Sikh Regiment had
arrived at the old airfield of
Srinagar, carried in Dakota air-
craft, to protect Jammu and
Kashmir from Pakistani forces.

It was the first military oper-
ation of Independent India, a
move that changed the course
of the 1947-48 War. The first of
the Indian Army soldiers dis-
patched for the mission had
landed at then dusty airfield on
October 27, 1947 to repulse
Pakistani forces.

This day is celebrated as
Infantry Day by the Army to
commemorate the historic
event.

To mark the landmark occa-
sion, the Army is hosting
‘Shaurya Diwas’ at the old air-
field of Srinagar (Budgam air-
field). Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha on
Thursday arrived at the Air
Force Station in Srinagar to
attend the 75th anniversary of
Infantry Day.

Some of the key scenes of
the historic landings are sched-
uled to be reenacted there to
mark the landmark occasion.

At the venue, huge cut-outs
of Brig Rajinder Singh, Brig
Mohd Usman, Maj Somnath
Sharma and Maqbool Sherwani
were mounted, ‘Shaurya
Diwas’ posters were put up.

Usha Parmar, octogenarian
daughter of Brig Rajinder
Singh and family members of
other martyrs are also attend-
ing the event.

The Army on Thursday
morning in a tweet said, “
Infantry The Ultimate’. General
Manoj Pande #COAS and All
Ranks of #IndianArmy convey
best wishes to all ranks,
#Veterans, #VeerNaris and
families of the #Infantry on the
occasion of 76th
#InfantryDay.”

It also shared a small video
clip showcasing the strength of
the infantry, and also some
archival footage.

Srinagar-based Chinar
Corps also took to Twitter to
convey it’s wishes on the land-
mark occasion.

“#ChinarCorps extends
greetings and best wishes to
all ranks, veterans, veer naris
and families of #Infantry on
the occasion of 76th
#InfantryDay. We salute the
courage, valour and sacrifice
of our infantrymen in line of
duty for the Nation.” it tweet-
ed.

During the Infantry Day cel-
ebrations last year, some of the
major scenes from the historic
event were reenacted.The
Dakota, a Douglas DC-3 air-
craft, which had carried the
first forces personnel, was also
displayed

Douglas DC-3 aircraft, better
known as the Dakota, carried
the troops of the Army’s 1 Sikh

Regiment to Srinagar on
October 27, 1947, during the
first India-Pak War, besides
carrying supplies and refugees.

The Army had landed at the
airfield after the ‘instrument of
accession’ was signed on
October 26, 1947, between the
then Maharaja of Jammu and
Kashmir Hari Singh and the
Union of India.

The reenactment of the his-
toric event to be organised at
Old Air Field in Srinagar, is to
pay obeisance to the brave sol-
diers and people of Jammu and
Kashmir who laid down their
lives, and also to honour the
next of kin of war heroes who
participated in the 1947-48
war, an official said on
Wednesday.

Under command of
Lieutenant Colonel Dewan
Ranjit Rai, who later laid down
his life at Baramulla, changed
the course of the war, wherein
people and soldiers of State
Forces of Jammu and Kashmir
and the Indian Army fought
alongside valiantly, to evict
Pakistani forces, driving them
out of most of Jammu and
Kashmir till ceasefire on
January 5, 1949, the Army had
earlier said.

Gujarat Assembly Polls

Ahmedabad, Oct 27 (PTI): 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Thursday ini-
tiated a process to collect
feedback from party workers
at the local level in Gujarat
for selection of candidates for
the upcoming state Assembly
polls. Elections for the 182-
member Gujarat Assembly
are due in December, and the
state is likely to witness a
three-cornered fight - among
the BJP, opposition Congress
and the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) -
this time. Beginning
Thursday, a three-member
team of observers appointed
by the BJP for each of 33 dis-
tricts and five major cities in
Gujarat started meeting
party workers. The process
will go on for three days, dur-

ing which the teams will take
into account the views of the
ticket aspirants from every
constituency, party members
said. As part of the process, a
report will be prepared by the
observers on the basis of the
feedback, which will be sub-
mitted to the state BJP. It will
form the basis for the selec-
tion of candidates for the up-
coming polls, they added.

A total of 38 teams, which
include current and former
ministers, Members of
Parliament (MPs), senior of-
fice-bearers at the national,
state and district levels,
among others, have been
formed for the purpose, the
party leaders said.

“From today, the state BJP
began the process of inter-
acting with party workers in-
vited here for allocation of

tickets. Workers gathered
today to give their opinion for
Dholka, Dhandhuka and
Daskroi Assembly seats in
Ahmedabad district. The ob-
servers appointed by the
state BJP will hear the work-
ers one by one as their turn
comes,” BJP’s Ahmedabad
district president Harshad
Giri told reporters.
Jamnagar city BJP president
Vimal Kagathara said as per
the process followed by the
BJP, a panel of three ob-
servers will complete the
task of taking the opinion of
party workers for the two
seats of Jamnagar. Like the
last election, the BJP will win
both the seats in Jamnagar
through micro planning, he
said. Party workers gathered
in large numbers to meet the
observers, with some of

them expressing willingness
to contest the elections.
Vadodara Mayor Keyur
Rokadia said the collection of
feedback by observers is a
smooth democratic process
carried out by the BJP. “As
part of this, three observers
are visiting here. They will
interact with party workers
from different Assembly seg-
ments and collect their feed-
back.

They will also get a sense
of the political situation at
the ward level, so that the
process of selection of candi-
dates is carried out smoothly.
I am here as part of the
same,” Rokadia told re-
porters.

A corporator from
Vadodara said, “I am here to
claim my candidature on the
basis of my capability.

Exhibition to show glimpse 
of India’s art journey 

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI): 

A new group exhibition
with artworks from the
likes of MF Husain, SH
Raza, Ram Kumar and oth-
ers will show a glimpse of
the journey of Indian
artists over the last 75
years.

Starting from November
1 at the India Habitat
Centre (IHC) here, the
“Colours of Freedom” will
feature as many as 53 vet-
erans and contemporary
artists of renown.

Organised by the Centre
of International Modern
Art (CIMA), Kolkata, the
exhibition aims to provide
a glimpse of the overall vi-
sual space shaped by 75
years of India’s independ-
ence.

The show will include
excerpts from Satyajit

Ray’s iconic film “Pather
Panchali”, textiles, indige-
nous subaltern art as well
as works by artists across
generations from post-in-
dependence India.

“Works by over 50 lead-
ing artists across genera-
tions, 1947 onwards, have
been featured in this exhi-
bition. While we have se-
lected some leading veter-
an modernists, we have
also featured seminal
works by relatively less ex-
hibited artists, unknown
weavers and daring visual
renderings by subaltern
and indigenous masters,”
Rakhi Sarkar, director and
curator, CIMA, said in a
statement.

Works by artists such as
Somnath Hore, Bhupen
Khakhar, Sanat Kar,
Manjit Bawa, Arpita
Singh, Paramjit Singh,
Ganesh Pyne, Jogen
Chowdhury, Lalu Prasad
Shaw and Paresh Maity,

among others will be ex-
hibited during the 10-day
show.

Other lesser exhibited
artists include Swarna
Chitrakar, Jaidev Baghel,
Sonal Varshneya,
Chandrapal Panjre,
Manish Moitra and
Swapnesh Vaigankar.

“Indian art has imbibed
the essence of various cul-
tures and civilisations and
created a fascinating visu-
al vocabulary which is
uniquely its own. This we
notice across creative gen-
res, crafts, weaving, cine-
ma and, of course, the vi-
sual arts. Colours of
Freedom is all about cele-
brating that wonderful
amalgamation of ideas,
forms, iconography and
colours, resulting in a
unique and magical expe-
rience,” Sarkar added.

The collective exhibi-
tion will come to a close on
November 10.

‘Rlys does not earn profit
through passenger trains’

Jalna (Maha), Oct 27 (PTI): 

Union minister
Raosaheb Danve has said
that running passenger
trains does not benefit the
railways in terms of rev-
enue, and added that the
central government runs
these services for the con-
venience of people.

The Minister of State
for Railways also said that
the national transporter
tries to make up for the
losses incurred due to pas-
senger trains from freight
services. He was speaking
after flagging off a weekly
special train from Jalna to
Chhapra Junction (in
Bihar) on Wednesday
night. “The railways does
not earn any profit by run-
ning daily (passenger)
trains. For every rupee

spent, it suffers a loss of 55
paise. There is no profit in
running passenger
trains...there is a loss. But
the Modi government does
not work for profit. (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi
ji says we have to operate
these services for the con-
venience of people,” he

said. “And we try to make
up for the losses (suffered
due to passenger trains) by
operating freight services
and through other sources
of revenue,” the minister
said. Danve said the train
connectivity between
Jalna and Chhapra via
Khandwa, Prayagraj and
Varanasi was a long-cher-
ished dream of the people
of the Marathwada re-
gion.

The inaugural service of
the (weekly special Jalna-
Chhapra) train has 96 per
cent passenger occupancy,
which is very encourag-
ing. The train is being run
as a weekly service, but de-
pending on the response
and the needs of the pas-
sengers, its frequency will
be increased in future, he
said.

One more special train,
which will run between
Jalna and Tirupati, will be
flagged off on October 29,
Danve added.

Divisional Railway
Manager of Nanded divi-
sion of the South Central
Railway, Upinder Singh,
who was also present on
the occasion said the rail-
ways has been continuous-
ly taking steps to fulfil the
aspirations of passengers
for better connectivity to
the destinations of their
choice.

“Accordingly, in order to
fulfil the demands of a
large section of passen-
gers from the Marathwada
region, this weekly special
train has been introduced
between Jalna and
Chhapra via Khandwa,
Prayagraj and Varanasi.

CHHATH RUSH

Crowded Patna Junction railway station as people leave for their hometown for the
upcoming ‘Chhath Puja’ festival, in Patna, Thursday.

BIKE RALLY

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan flags-in the Infantry Day bike rally at the
National War Memorial in New Delhi, Thursday.

BRIEF

Delay 
 Thane: Local train

services, considered
as the lifeline of
Mumbai and its sub-
urbs, were delayed
on Thursday morn-
ing due to a technical
issue, the Central
Railway (CR) said.
The problem was
later rectified, it said.
There was a techni-
cal problem in the S-3
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT)-Karjat local
between Ambarnath
and Badlapur (in
Thane district) on
the down line, the CR
said in a tweet.

Sick
 Bhopal: Seven peo-

ple fell sick after
chlorine gas leaked
from a cylinder at a
water filtration plant
in Bhopal, bringing
back grim memories
of the 1984 gas
tragedy in the
Madhya Pradesh cap-
ital. A 900 kg chlorine
cylinder leaked on
Wednesday at the
water treatment
plant of the Bhopal
Municipal
Corporation at the
Idgah Hills,
Shahjanabad area’s
Assistant
Commissioner of
Police Umesh Mishra
told PTI on Thursday.

Bird hit
 Mumbai: An Akasa

Air plane coming
from Ahmedabad to
Delhi suffered bird hit
on Thursday but land-
ed safely in the nation-
al capital and the air-
craft has been ground-
ed for a detailed in-
spection.

Mishap
 Mainpuri: Five persons,

including two children
and their father died on
Thursday here in a village
after drinking tea alleged-
ly spiked with a chemical,
police said. Shivanandan
(35), his sons Shivang (6)
and Divyansh (5), his fa-
ther-in-law Ravindra
Singh (55), and neighbour
Sobran (42) fell seriously
ill after drinking tea made
in his house in Nagla
Kanhai village,
Superintendent of Police
Kamlesh Dixit said.

Recover
 Jammu: Police on

Thursday recovered
18 detonators packed
in two boxes at
Jammu railway sta-
tion here, officials
said. Police were alert-
ed after some people
found an abandoned
bag at the premises,
they said.

Booked 
 Sambhal: A man has been

booked here for allegedly
making “objectionable re-
marks” against Hindu
gods in a video, police said
on Thursday. Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shrish Chandra said that
the matter was lodged at
Rajpura Police Station
area, after a video found
circulating on social
media in which the ac-
cused was allegedly seen
making remarks with po-
tential to fan religious 
hatred.

Actress and Trinamool
Congress MP Nusrat
Jahan applies ‘tika’ on the
forehead of West Bengal
Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas on the occasion of
the Bhai Dooj festival, in
Kolkata, Thursday

Raosaheb Danve

 Since independence

BJP begins process for selection of candidates

75 years of historic Indian Army
landing at Srinagar airfield

Artists perform during ‘Shaurya Diwas’ celebrations, in Srinagar, Thursday. 

And adopts two
tigers as part of
Swachhta 2.0 

HC RULING



FUNERAL PRAYER

People attend the funeral prayer of slain senior Pakistani journalist Arshad Sharif, in Islamabad, Pakistan,
Thursday, Oct. 27. Thousands of mourners in the capital, Islamabad on Thursday attended the funeral of the out-
spoken Pakistani journalist who was shot and killed by Nairobi police, as the spy chief and the military spokesman
paid tributes to him because of his journalistic work and demanded a probe into his killing. 
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Dubai, Oct 27 (AP):

Iran’s supreme leader
and its president tried
Thursday to link the nation-
wide protests roiling the
country to an Islamic State-
claimed gun attack on a fa-
mous mosque that killed 15
people.

The comments by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and
President Ebrahim Raisi
come as Iran’s theocracy
has been unable to contain
the demonstrations,
sparked by the death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini after
her detention by the coun-
try’s morality police.

The protests, the most se-
rious unrest to grip Iran
since its 2009 Green
Movement demonstrations,
have grown to encompass

anger over Iran’s cratered
economy and its theocracy
as well. Over 200 people
have been killed amid a
crackdown in Iran, with
thousands others arrested
by police, activists say.

On Wednesday, a gunman
opened fire on worshippers
at Shiraz’s Shah Cheragh
mosque, the second-holiest
site in Iran. State media
said at least 15 people had
been killed in the assault,
which authorities initially
attributed to multiple gun-
men.

Footage released
Thursday by authorities
showed the gunman walk-
ing near the mosque with a
large backpack, then later
moving into the mosque
with a Kalashnikov-style as-
sault rifle. Barefoot wor-
shippers inside try to flee as

the man opens fire, then
hunts those hiding behind
whatever they could find.
Blood could be seen on the
mosque’s floor. Riot police
later captured the man, who
authorities have yet to iden-
tify. The Islamic State group
late Wednesday claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack
on its Amaq news agency. It
said an armed IS militant
stormed the shrine and
opened fire on its visitors.
In a speech Thursday, Raisi
described the ongoing
protests as “riots” that al-
lowed for the shooting in
Shiraz. However, there is no
evidence linking extremist
groups to the widespread,
largely peaceful demonstra-
tions that have been repeat-
edly targeted by a heavy-
handed security force
crackdown in the country.

Iran leaders try to link protests to gun attack killing 15

The Hague, Oct 27 (AP):

China has reportedly es-
tablished dozens of “over-
seas police stations” in na-
tions around the world
that activists fear could be
used to track and harass
dissidents as part of
Beijing’s crackdown on
corruption.

Information about the
outposts underscored con-
cerns about the ruling
Chinese Communist
Party’s influence over its
citizens abroad, some-
times in ways deemed ille-
gal by other countries, as
well as the undermining of
democratic institutions
and the the theft of eco-

nomic and political secrets
by bodies affiliated with
the one-party state.

Spanish-based non-gov-
ernment group Safeguard
Defenders published a re-
port last month called “110
Overseas. Chinese
Transnational Policing
Gone Wild” that focused
on the foreign stations.

The Dutch government
said this week it was look-
ing into whether two such
stations one a virtual of-
fice in Amsterdam and the
other at a physical address
in Rotterdam were estab-
lished in the Netherlands.

“We are investigating
the activities of these so-
called police centers. Once

there is more clarity on
the matter, we will decide
on appropriate action,”
the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a
statement sent to The
Associated Press. “We
have not been informed
about these centers via
diplomatic channels.”

The ministry added: “If
the developments outlined
in the report by Safeguard
Defenders threaten to
strengthen the feelings of
intimidation and threats
among the Dutch Chinese
community, that is a bad
thing, and the government
is of the opinion that ac-
tion should be taken
against this.” Chinese

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
said Thursday that
“Chinese public security
authorities strictly ob-
serve the international
law and fully respect the
judicial sovereignty of
other countries.” A day
earlier, another ministry
spokesperson, Wang
Wenbin, also denied
Beijing was doing any-
thing wrong, calling the
outposts service stations
for Chinese people over-
seas. “Due to the impact of
COVID-19, many Chinese
overseas cannot return to
China in time to deal with
matters like driver’s li-
cense renewal.

China accused of using overseas bases to target dissidents

United Nations, Oct 27 (PTI):

Ahead of the 2-day UNSC
counter-terrorism confer-
ence to be hosted by India,
the US has described it as
an important meeting to
strengthen bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries to
combat the global menace.

India for the first time
will be hosting the special
meeting of the United
Nations Security Council’s
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee (CTC) which
will discuss the overarch-
ing theme of Countering
the use of new and emerg-
ing technologies for terror-
ist purposes’.

Senior American diplo-
mat Chris Lu is set to visit

India as the head of the US
delegation which will at-
tend the meeting in
Mumbai and New Delhi
from October 28-29.

Ahead of the key meet-
ing, Lu, the US
Representative for UN

Management and Reform
tweeted, “Looking for-
ward to representing
@USUN at this important
#UN counter-terrorism
convening, as well as
strengthening the ties be-
tween the US and India.”

Looking forward to key UNSC 
counter-terrorism meet in India: US

Washington, Oct 27 (PTI):

Former US President
Donald Trump has prom-
ised that he will take
America’s relationship
with India to the next level
again if he wins the presi-
dential election in 2024.

In a Diwali speech or-
ganised by Republican
Hindu Coalition (RHC) at
his Mar-a-Lago resort in
Florida, Trump told a
gathering of about 200
Indian-Americans that he
shared a great relation-
ship with Hindus, India
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He said he would nomi-
nate RHC founder Shalabh
Kumar as his ambassador
to India if he gets elected
as the US president in
2024. A video of Trump’s
speech at the Diwali recep-
tion last Friday was re-
leased by RHC on Tuesday,
in which the former presi-
dent says that he has not
yet announced if he will
run, but if he does, and
goes on to win in 2024, he
has certain commitments
towards the Indian
American community.

“We had support from

the Hindu population, the
great Hindu people both
times (2016 and 2020) and
great support from India,
people from India. I fully
endorsed the idea of build-
ing a Hindu Holocaust me-
morial in (Washington)
DC. I think it’s time We are
going to get that done,”
Trump said.

Trump said he proba-
bly would not have won
in 2016 but for the sup-
port from the Hindu
community in the battle-
ground States.

He vowed that he will
take America’s relation-
ship with India to the next
level again if he wins the
presidential election in
2024.

In his remarks, Kumar
said Trump has been a
strong friend to the Hindu
community and the RHC
is proud of the achieve-

ments it has made
throughout the years to
empower and embolden
the diaspora in America.

“Diwali is a time for all
of us to reflect upon the
victory of light over dark-
ness, and to look towards a
new year of prosperity
and peace,” he said.

Under Trump, US-India
relations had never been
stronger, as both sides fos-
tered a relationship rooted
in facing common threats
from Pakistan and China
and with respect and ad-
miration for each other,
the RHC said in a state-
ment. Indo-US relation-
ship made great strides in
2017, with President
Trump keeping his elec-
toral promise of being the
“best friend of India” in-
side the White House.

India was the only coun-
try for which the Trump
administration came out
with a 100-year plan; an
honour not accorded to
even America’s top allies.

Will take US-India ties to next level again: Trump

London, Oct 27 (PTI):

Extending Diwali greet-
ings to everyone, Britain’s
newly-appointed Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak has
vowed that he will do every-
thing to build a Britain
where children and grand-
children can light their
Diyas and look to the future
with hope.

Sunak, 42, attended a
Diwali reception at 10
Downing Street here on
Wednesday night, a day
after making history by be-
coming Britain’s first
Prime Minister of Indian
origin.

“Brilliant to drop into
tonight’s Diwali reception
in No10. I will do every-
thing I can in this job to
build a Britain where our
children and our grandchil-
dren can light their Diyas
and look to the future with
hope,” he said in a tweet
with a picture of himself
attending the Diwali recep-
tion at his official resi-
dence.

Sunak, Britain’s first
Indian-origin Prime
Minister, took office on
Tuesday with a pledge to
fix the “mistakes” his pred-
ecessor Liz Truss made

which left a blackhole in
government finances and
the markets in turmoil. He
became the new UK prime
minister after meeting
King Charles III at
Buckingham Palace.

Sunak on Tuesday un-
veiled his top team in place
with key Cabinet appoint-
ments and decided to keep
the new Chancellor,
Jeremy Hunt, in place for
economic stability and
brought back Indian-origin
Suella Braverman as Home

Secretary.
He has pledged to govern

with “integrity” and has
tried to unite the
Conservatives by including
people from different wings
of the party in his top team.

In his statement from 10
Downing Street, Sunak
said that he has been elect-
ed for the mistakes of his
predecessor.

“I want to pay tribute to
my predecessor Liz Truss.
She wasn’t wrong to want
to improve growth in this

country. It is a noble aim
and I admired her restless-
ness to create change but
some mistakes were made,
not born of bad intentions
but mistakes nonetheless,”
he said.

He said he will earn the
trust of Britons and assert-
ed that his government will
have integrity, professional-
ism and accountability at
every level.

“I stand here before you
ready to lead our country
into the future, to put your
needs above politics, to
reach out and build a gov-
ernment that represents
the very best traditions of
my party. Together we can
achieve incredible things,”
he said.

Sunak, a former invest-
ment banker-turned-politi-
cian, is the youngest
British prime minister in
210 years. He is also
Britain’s first Hindu Prime
Minister.

Sunak’s victory in the
Tory leadership race came
at the end of a dramatic few
days in Westminster after
Truss resigned last
Thursday in the wake of a
disastrous tax-cutting
mini-budget and several
policy U-turns.

Will build a Britain where our
children, grandchildren can
light their Diyas: PM Sunak

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaking during his
first Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) in the House of
Commons in London. In his first full day as Britain’s prime
minister, Rishi Sunak on Wednesday delayed a crunch
budget and rebuffed renewed demands for an early gen-
eral election as he began trying to rebuild the
Conservatives’ poll standing.

Former United States president Donald Trump lights a
lamp during an event for Diwali celebrations organised by
Republican Hindu Coalition (RHC), at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Florida, USA. RHC Founder Shalabh Kumar is also
seen. 
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Need strict action
Not at all surprised. The news

comes from Yogi Adityanath’s Uttar
Pradesh (UP), where a 32- year-old
dengue patient died after he al-
legedly transfused mosambi juice
instead of blood platelets at the
Global Hospital and Trauma Centre
in Prayagraj. The hospital has refut-
ed the allegations and said that the
platelets were procured by the rela-
tives of the patient themselves,
which was allegedly supplied with
sweet lime juice in a bag marked as
'plasma'. But this is a lame excuse
on the part of the hospital. Was it
not the duty of the hospital authori-
ty to check the plasma before
transfused mosambi juice? Though
local authorities will take strong ac-
tion to bulldoze the illegally con-
structed building, but not for the
loss of life of a youth. In the mean-
time, UP Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak ordered authorities
to seal the hospital. "Platelet pack-
ets have been sent for testing. If
found guilty, strict action will be
taken against the hospital," he
said. But why not against the seller
or supplier of sweet lime juice in a
bag marked as 'plasma'? But the
big question in a city like Prayagraj,
how an illegally constructed Global
Hospital and Trauma Centre dis-
obeys the district administration’s
order of the hospital was con-
structed without having proper ap-
proval of the building maps? It’s
clearly indicated that how corrup-
tion eats natural justice in the UP?
The UP government must take
strong action against those who
are unable to give satisfactory re-
sponse from the hospital adminis-
tration. Naturally people are not
unhappy to witness the bulldozing
of the illegally constructed build-
ing, but also want against those
authorities of the Prayagraj
Development Authority, who are
delayed to take action.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Not India’s 
achievement

Rishi Sunak has made it to the
office of the Prime Minister be-
cause the Conservative Party has
finally trusted his capability and
suitability after Liz Truss, its prior
choice, blundered her way out of
the office. His Indian origin or his
being a Hindu, which is being over-
played in India, has nothing to do
with his success. His priority would
be to put his country’s economy on
the right track. Those looking for
favours for India in bilateral ties,
trade, immigrant issues, etc., may
be disappointed. Dirty politics has
already started in India even on
this, coupled with senseless state-
ments from some politicians.
Better sense should prevail in our
country that does not mind the exo-
dus of youth, but projects every
achievement of any NRI or person
of Indian origin as a national
achievement.

HHiirraa  SShhaarrmmaa,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Sunak best for Britons
The rise of Indian-origin Rishi

Sunak as Britain’s 57th Prime
Minister is a matter of pride for us.
Born and brought up in Britain,
Sunak is a Briton for all purposes.
His patriotism lies in being a devout
Briton, which he no doubt is.
Religiosity practised within the four
walls of one’s home is a secondary
issue. Therefore, let’s hope and
wish that Sunak proves to be a true
Briton and brings about all good
that Britain at present needs for
ushering in economic development
and social and political well-being
of the Britons at large. Besides, if
he maintains good ties with India, it
will be the icing on the cake.

KKLL  NNooaattaayy,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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An artist performs 'Chathamballi Vishakandan' theyyam, at Kolachery Chathambali Vishakandan Temple in Kannur district.

THEYYAM ARTIST PERFORMS 

G rowing clamour for a separate "Frontier Nagaland" state comprising
six districts in Eastern Nagaland along with the call for the boycott of

forthcoming Assembly elections in these districts until the demand was met,
has triggered a political storm in the state. The pressure is mounting on both the
State and Central governments as these six districts have 20 of the total 60
Assembly seats in the state and the ENPO has clamped a ban on election-relat-
ed campaigns and programmes of announcement of candidates by political par-
ties in these constituencies. Extension of formal invitation by the Central gov-
ernment to the Eastern Nagaland People's Organization (ENPO), which has
been spearheading the statehood movement, for discussion ahead of elections
to the Nagaland Assembly which are due in February next year can prevent a
deadlock. Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio taking the initiative to facilitate discussion
between the ENPO and the Central government is a wise move. The ENPO is the
banner organization of six Naga tribes Konyak, Yimkhiung, Sangtam,
Khiamniungan, Chang and Phomliving in these six districts of Mon, Tuensang,
Kiphire, Longleng, Shamator and Noklak has considerable influence among
masses. Ruling parties are worried that ignoring this political reality might jeop-
ardize their electoral prospects. In the 2013 Nagaland Assembly polls, the
Congress managed to win only one of these 20 Assembly constituencies against
eight won in 2008 as the Manmohan Singh government rejected the ENPO's de-
mand for carving out a separate 'Frontier Nagaland' state from Nagaland. The
statehood demand is not new, and it was in 2010 when the ENPO raised it
through a memorandum submitted to the Congress government at the Centre.
The primary reason cited by the organization for seeking a separate state is the
backwardness and underdevelopment of these districts. Historically, the areas
in these districts were unadministered during colonial rule and in 1945 these
were brought under the erstwhile Tuensang Frontier Division governed by North
East Frontier Agency (NEFA) only in 1948 after India's independence, the first
administrative centre was established at Tuensang. In 1957, the erstwhile Naga
Hills district of Assam was merged with Tuensang Frontier Division and placed
under the central administration under a new administrative unit with the
nomenclature Naga Hills-Tuensang Area. Following the "16-Point agreement'
between the Naga People's Convention and the Central Government in 1960,
and the subsequent passage of the State of Nagaland Act 1962 by the parlia-
ment, the Naga Hills- Tuensang Area was inaugurated as a full-fledged state.
However, even after Nagaland became a full-fledged state, the Tuensang area
continued to have Regional Council with Deputy Commissioner as the
Chairman and there was a separate ministry for Tuensang affairs till 1973 for a
period of ten years. The Regional Council was abolished in 1973. The adminis-
trative experiments during the pre and post-independence era shaped the de-
velopment profile of these six districts and explained the "backwardness" and
"under-development" alleged by the statehood movement leaders. This has
given rise to the debate whether a separate state with these districts will be vi-
able or whether undertaking a massive development push and territorial au-
tonomy for self-governance like Bodoland Territorial Council for the six Naga
tribes under the amended provision of the Sixth Schedule is a viable option to
address the problems of underdevelopment. Such debates can be settled only
at tripartite-level talks between the ENPO, the Central Government and the
Nagaland Government for which the first thing that needs to be done by the
Central Government is to invite the statehood movement leaders for dis-
cussing their demands across the table. The ENPO has so far held two rounds
of talks with officials of the Ministry of Home Affairs, but they are yet to get a
response to their requests made twice for talks with the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. There are indications that the pressure could be mounting for 20
legislators from these six districts to quit to lend support to the statehood
movement if the response from the government is delayed. These political de-
velopments are coinciding with fresh initiatives by the Central Government to
resume the stalled Naga peace process with the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) triggering a plethora of unanswered questions. The
NSCN(IM) and the Naga National Political Groups (NNPG) agreeing to form a
Council of Naga Relationship and Cooperation has given rise to fresh hopes of
the signing of a single peace accord by the Government of India with all Naga
rebel groups if contentious issues of a separate flag and constitution for Nagas
could be resolved. There is no clarity from negotiating parties about likely
changes in governance and power-sharing following the signing of the final
Naga peace accord and if the final settlement will have provisions to address
issues raised by the ENPO. The six districts in question are strategically locat-
ed along the India-Myanmar border which puts the spotlight on the statehood
demand. The "Frontier Nagaland" issue will keep Nagaland's political pot boil-
ing ahead of assembly polls.

S pecies are going extinct at an
unusually high rate. Our ef-

forts now will prevent a future too
ghastly to contemplate. Mounting evi-
dence is pointing to the world having
entered a sixth mass extinction. If the
current rate of extinction continues
we could lose most species by 2200.
The implication for human health and
wellbeing is dire, but not inevitable. In
the timeline of fossil evidence going
right back to the first inkling of any
life on Earth over 3.5 billion years ago
almost 99 percent of all species that
have ever existed are now extinct.
That means that as species evolve
over time a process known as specia-
tion' they replace other species that
go extinct. Extinctions and speciations
do not happen at uniform rates
through time; instead, they tend to
occur in large pulses interspersed by
long periods of relative stability.
These extinction pulses are what sci-
entists refer to as mass extinction
events. The Cambrian explosion was a
burst of speciation some 540 million
years ago. Since then, at least five
mass extinction events have been
identified in the fossil record (and
probably scores of smaller ones).
Arguably the most infamous of these
was when a giant asteroid smashed
into Earth about 66 million years ago
in what is now the Gulf of Mexico. The
collision vapourised species immedi-
ately within the blast zone.

Later, species were killed off by cli-
mate change arising from pulverised
particulates suspended in the atmos-
phere, as well as intense volcano ac-
tivity stimulated by the buckling of

the Earth's crust from the asteroid's
impact. Together, about 76 percent of
all species around at the time went
extinct, of which the disappearance of
the dinosaurs is most well-known. But
dinosaurs didn't disappear altogether
the survivors just evolved into birds.
To be classified as a mass extinction,
at least 75 percent of all the species
on Earth must go extinct within a
short' geological period of less than
2.8 million years. That timeframe
seems long to us because modern hu-
mans have only existed for about
200,000 years so far. As a species, hu-
mans have been implicated in smaller
extinction events going back to the
late Pleistocene (around 50,000 years
ago) to the early Holocene (around
12,000 years ago) when most of the
megafauna', such as woolly mam-
moths, giant sloths, diprotodons, and
cave bears, disappeared from nearly
every continent over a few thousand
years. Much later, the expansion of
European colonists throughout the
world from about the 14th Century
precipitated an extinction cascade
first on islands, and then to areas of
continental mainland as the drive to
exploit natural resources accelerated.
Over the last 500 hundred years, there
have been more than 700 documented
extinctions of vertebrates and 600
plant species. These extinctions come
nowhere near the 75 percent thresh-
old to include the modern era among
the previous mass-extinction events.

But those are just the extinctions
humans have recorded. In fact, many
species go extinct before they are
even discovered perhaps as many as
25 percent of total extinctions are
never noticed by humans. Even ac-
counting for undetected extinctions,
the modern era still cannot be classi-
fied as a mass extinction event. But it's
not the total number of extinctions we
should focus on; rather, it's the extinc-
tion rate. If past mass extinctions took
nearly three million years to ensue,
then we should instead examine how
many species go extinct per unit of
time relative to the background' ex-
tinction rate that occurs between

mass-extinction events. According to
the fossil record, the average lifespan'
of a species is around one million
years, which equates to a background
rate of about 0.1 2.0 extinctions per
million species-years'. This makes the
number of observed extinctions in the
modern era 10 to 10,000 times higher
than the background rate. Even the
most conservative estimates that ig-
nore undetected extinctions firmly
place the modern era well within the
expected range to qualify as a mass
extinction. An optimist might contend
that surely the rate of loss will decline
with time, such that we'd be unlikely
to meet the 75 percent threshold.
However, the outlook is not at all rosy.
The devastation wrought to date
means the extinction rate is only likely
to accelerate. Most of the damage to
the Earth's life-support system has
happened over the last century. The
global human population has tripled
since 1950, and there are now approxi-
mately one million species threatened
with imminent extinction due to mas-
sive population declines, representing
about 10 15 percent of all complex life
on Earth. Since the start of agriculture
around 11,000 years ago, the total
amount of vegetation on Earth has
halved.

Less than 15 percent of all wetlands
recorded 300 years ago are still pres-
ent today, and more than two-thirds of
the world's oceans are compromised
to some extent by human activity. Not
to mention climate change. Recent
evidence suggests global warming
causes up to ten times more extinc-
tions than we might expect by looking
only at a species' upper temperature
limit. In fact, when we take the rela-
tionships between species into ac-
count such as predators depending on
their prey, parasites depending on
their hosts, or flowering plants de-
pending on their pollinators near-fu-
ture extinctions are expected to sky-
rocket. The IUCN Red List tracks
species most under threat. But it also
shows just how little we know about
species extinction. A truly indifferent
person might also claim that as long

as the species that provide resources
for modern societies survive, there's
no reason to consider extinction a
problem. The evidence suggests oth-
erwise. Species loss also erodes the
services biodiversity provides us.
These include reduced carbon se-
questration that exacerbates climate
change, reduced pollination and in-
creased soil degradation that compro-
mise our food production, poorer
water and air quality, more frequent
and intense flooding and fires, and
poorer human health. Even human
diseases like HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and
COVID-19 are the result of our collec-
tive indifference to the integrity of
natural ecosystems. You could be for-
given for thinking that in the presence
of overwhelming scientific evidence
supporting the necessity to change
our course, human societies and their
leaders would prioritise damage con-
trol. In fact, the opposite is occurring. 

Short-term interests, an economic
system that concentrates wealth
among a few individuals, the rise of
right-wing populism with anti-envi-
ronment agendas, and financed disin-
formation campaigns designed to pro-
tect short-term profits, mean it's un-
likely we'll be able to make changes at
sufficient scale to avoid environmen-
tal catastrophe. A ghastly future
seems almost assured. However, the
grim outlook does not justify inaction.
On the contrary, we could potentially
limit the damage if societies around
the globe embraced certain funda-
mental, yet achievable, changes. We
could abolish the goal of perpetual
economic growth, and force compa-
nies to restore the environment using
established mechanisms such as car-
bon pricing. We could limit undue cor-
porate influence on political decision-
making, and end corporate lobbying
of politicians. Educating and empow-
ering women, including providing
greater self-determination in family
planning, would help stem environ-
mental destruction. With a little effort
and longer-term planning, we could
make our future just that little bit less
ghastly. 

Claire Bessant

Over 40% of UK parents put photos or
videos of their children online. Showing
just how prevalent online sharing now is,
in June 2022 the word "sharenting" en-
tered the Oxford English Dictionary,
meaning when a parent shares news, im-
ages and videos of their children on so-
cial media. Parents engage in sharenting
for many reasons: because they're proud
of their children and want to tell family
and friends about their children's mile-
stones and daily lives; to seek support
from and offer advice to other parents;
and to store memories. It can also be a
source of income. Influencers may earn
substantial amounts from brand partner-
ships when sharing their family lives on-
line. Decisions about whether, where,
and how much to share pose a dilemma
for many parents. New parents may find
themselves confronted by an uncomfort-
able paradox: they know sharenting may
have implications for their children's pri-
vacy, but find social media to be an im-
portant source of support and connection
to other first-time parents. Some parents
may feel they have no real choice.
Increasingly parents are encouraged into
sharenting by third parties. This includes
family, friends, schools, community, the

media, and big brands. 
More research is still needed to

confirm exactly how sharenting im-
pacts upon children and their priva-
cy. However, sharenting does ap-
pear to pose some risks. Some par-
ents have stopped sharenting after
discovering their children's photos
have become the target of preda-
tors. Researchers have also discov-
ered that it is relatively easy for
third parties to obtain photographs,
names and birth dates of children
through parents' Facebook and
Instagram posts and to link this informa-
tion with other online and offline sources
to create detailed profiles. New parents
considering posting a birth announce-
ment on social media should keep in
mind that sharing this information may
expose their child to the risk of identity
fraud. Many popular social media
providers collect and share information
with each other. Sharented information
can be collected by other companies,
who monetise this information, profiling
children and their families, using their in-
terests and likes to target marketing.

WWhhaatt  ttoo  bbeeaarr  iinn  mmiinndd
There are ways to make sharing on so-

cial media more secure. You can turn off
geotagging on your smartphone's cam-

era app so location data does not attach
to photos. Another option is to review pri-
vacy settings and to limit who can see
your posts. On Instagram, for example,
by default, adult accounts are set to pub-
lic. Set your account to private if you
want your information to be available
only to your followers. Alternatively, con-
sider using one of the many private social
networks, designed for families who
don't want to share information beyond a
select group of people. Children's images
and information are increasingly shared
not just by parents, but also by family
members, friends and schools. New par-
ents may find it helpful to think about
how they want their children to be por-
trayed on social media and to have con-
versations with friends and family about

how their children's information will
be shared online before their child's
birth. This may avoid conflict at a
later stage. It's also worth thinking
about the impact your posts might
have in the future. Babies and tod-
dlers can't tell you what they think
about your posts so as their privacy
steward you need to consider how
your posts might affect them. When
you share your children's informa-
tion online you are creating your
child's digital identity, a digital foot-
print which will follow your child

their entire lives. Consider whether your
child will want friends or future employ-
ers to see the information you shared of
them as a baby. When teenagers start to
develop their own identity they may be-
come particularly concerned about their
privacy, and about how the way they are
portrayed online may affect their friend-
ships and relationships. Avoid informa-
tion that is over-revealing or private, or
that might upset or embarrass your child
in the future, such as potty training,
tantrums, nude or semi-clothed images,
and images that children might consider
make them look unattractive.

TThhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess
Some research has been carried out to

investigate what young people think of

sharenting. Some say it can be positive, if
they're portrayed well and the content
supports a positive online image or iden-
tity. Some children say their parents'
posts make them feel happy and proud,
while others like that it can help them
connect with extended family. One child
of a parent who blogged online about her
family said it can be "pretty cool... like
having a big family of people who've
been watching me grow up." Some chil-
dren, however, suggest sharenting may
cause embarrassment and anxiety. Many
want their parents to ask for their per-
mission before posting. Even one who did
not think that sharenting had a negative
impact on them said that it can mean "a
different type of growing up" and is not
something they would do as parents.
Once you feel your child is old enough to
express a view, speak to them. Finding
out what your child does and doesn't
want you to post can avoid irritation,
frustration, misunderstandings and con-
flict. Explain who you want to share infor-
mation with and why. The NSPCC's fami-
ly online agreement, which prompts par-
ents and children to agree a strategy be-
fore posting information online, could be
used to start conversations about shar-
enting from an early age.(The
Conversation)

What new parents need to know about sharenting?
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Jason Sharples

C limate change is creating a new kind of dangerous wildfire. It will
take all our tools to keep communities safe. Heatwaves have been

going through some extraordinary changes in recent history. Since midway
through the 20th century, their intensity, frequency and duration have in-
creased across the globe and these changes are happening faster and faster.
Research indicates that this is simply not possible without human influence
on the climate. A child born today could see an extra 30 to 50 heatwave days
every year by the time they are 80, up from roughly 4 to 10 days today.
Southern states of Australia, such as Victoria and South Australia, which al-
ready experience the country's hottest heatwaves, could see hot days be-
come hotter by up to 4 degrees Celsius. Across Europe, heatwaves may be-
come hotter by up to 10 degrees Celsius and some heatwaves will last up to
two months by the end of this century. In just the next 20 years, the US will
experience three to five more heatwaves every decade compared to the sec-
ond half of the 20th century. Heatwaves are closely linked to droughts.
Generally, a large amount of energy from the Sun goes into drying out mois-
ture in the landscape. But as the amount of moisture available for evapora-
tion declines during a drought, more energy is available for heating the air
and the temperature rises. This can become a vicious cycle of increasing
evaporation and desiccation of the land surface. And of course, during times
of heatwaves and droughts, wildfires will ignite more readily, burn more in-
tensely and spread faster. The link between wildfire and heatwaves has been
seen across the world in numerous examples. The Australian 2019-20 fire
season, known as the Black Summer', saw huge areas of the populated east-
ern seaboard dramatically ablaze. The fact that it coincided with Australia's
hottest and driest year on record was no accident. Extreme fire weather
rolled across the continent on an almost weekly basis. First a heatwave would
develop across southeast Australia, with hot and dry air funnelled from the
centre of the continent drying out dead litter and branches and even live veg-
etation. This, combined with strong north-westerly winds forming ahead of a
cold front, required just a spark to result in what became known as
firestorms'. Then, the cold front would arrive, further escalating fire behav-
iour and triggering thunderstorms and lightning strikes many of which would
flare into the next round of wildfires. Deep and extensive drought all but guar-
anteed the fires found fuel that was fully available to burn. In lock-step with
heatwaves, wildfires are a worsening global problem and extreme wildfires,
in particular, are affecting fire-prone regions such as western North America,
Eastern Russia, and Mediterranean Europe. For example, the Russian heat-
wave in 2010, when 300,000 hectares were destroyed by simultaneous wild-
fires; the 2016 western Canadian heatwave and the Fort McMurray wildfire;
and the more recent 2021 record heatwave in British Columbia where tem-
perature records were smashed by up to 5 C, and which was immediately fol-
lowed by the destruction of the town of Lytton by wildfire. With climate
change driving more heatwaves, associated weather and climate-related fac-
tors will increase the incidence of extreme wildfires. A Royal Commission ini-
tiated after Australia's Black Summer fire disaster pointed to an urgent need
to improve disaster management capabilities in order to respond to more fre-
quent, intense, complex and costly fires under a changing climate. This can
be done in all of three ways: first, limit the vulnerability of communities and
ecosystems to fire; second, limit communities and ecosystems exposure to
fire; third, limit the fire itself. For example, improving community information
and fire preparedness reduces vulnerability. Improved development planning,
building standards and management of the forest-urban boundary reduces
exposure. Land management that reduces the opportunity for large fires to
develop, or firefighting to extinguish fires once they start, reduces the fire it-
self. Information about forest dryness is useful for early warning and pre-
paredness for extreme fires. Pursuing ambitious global greenhouse gas miti-
gation alongside national and local measures to adapt to a climate changed
world, is a necessary strategy if we are to limit further increases in fire risk.

Climate change’s 
dangerous new fires

The Sixth Mass Extinction is happening 
now, and it doesn’t look good for us

A political potboiler 
in Nagaland 

COREY BRADSHAW
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Out of stock

New Delhi: Minister
of State For
Electronics and IT
Rajeev
Chandrasekhar  said
he has spoken to
Apple on reports of
stores in the national
capital running out of
stock of the firm's lat-
est phone offering
iPhone14 Pro. The
minister also said
there has been a surge
in demand for iPhone
14 Pro and Apple is ad-
dressing the supply
constraints. "I have
spoken with Apple
and they have said
while iPhone14 de-
mand is being met
also with India pro-
duction, the iPhone14
pro demand has
surged and is facing
supply constraints
which they are ad-
dressing," he tweeted.

Global conference
Panaji: Innovators
from across the globe
will participate in the
seventh edition of
India International
Innovation and
Invention Expo to be
held in Goa on
November 15-20, the
organisers said.
During a presser on
Tuesday, Chairman of
Goa State Innovation
Council Jose Manuel
Noronha said that the
innovators from
Poland, Saudi Arabia,
Croatia, Macau,
China, Malaysia and
Iran have confirmed
their participation for
the conference. More
countries are expected
to be added to the par-
ticipants' list in the
coming days. The con-
ference titled INEX
2022 will be held in as-
sociation with the Goa
government's
Department of
Science, Technology
and Waste
Management, Goa
State Innovation
Council, and Indian
Innovators'
Association in part-
nership with Polish
Company IBS Global.

Foundation stone

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to per-
form the ground-
breaking ceremony
and lay foundation
stone of
ArcelorMittal's
Hazira steel plant ex-
pansion project on
Friday in Gujarat,
sources said.
According to the
sources, "PM
Narendra Modi is the
chief guest for the
Bhoomi Pujan for
AMNS India's Hazira
plant expansion proj-
ect on October 28,
2022." Besides PM,
Union Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra
Patel, and
ArcelorMittal's
Executive Chairman
Lakshmi Mittal and
CEO Aditya Mittal
will be attending the
event, they said on
Wednesday.
Government and com-
pany officials are also
expected to attend the
event, the sources
added.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India's textiles sector
aims to hit USD 100 billion
exports in 5-6 years, which
would take the industry's
combined domestic and in-
ternational economic value
to USD 250 billion, Union
minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday. Outbound
shipments from the coun-
try's textiles segment stood
at around USD 42 billion in
2021-22. Addressing mem-
bers of Export Promotion
Councils through video
conference here, the
Minister of Textiles,
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution and
Commerce & Industry said
manufacturers should start
securing cotton to meet
their demands. Besides, all
those involved with cotton
industry should meet to dis-
cuss the strategy to trace

cotton and ensure value of
the cotton products.

The minister said that last
year, textile export was ap-
proximately USD 42 billion,
while the target is to achieve
USD 100 billion by next 5-6
years. He said that if
achieved, the economic
value of the sector will be
worth USD 250 billion collec-
tively, including its domestic
as well as international mar-
kets. Production of cotton is
estimated at 34.19 million
bales (of 170 kg each) in the

2022-23 crop year (July-June)
as against 31.20 million bales
in the previous year, as per
agriculture ministry's latest
data.

Cotton is one of the major
Kharif (summer-sown)
crops. The harvesting of cot-
ton crops has begun from
October. Goyal said that
funds are available under
the Textile Mission and
should be utilised in new
projects, adding that the po-
tential of textile sector may
be showcased in G-20.
Participation of industry
representatives in the shop-
ping festivals recently an-
nounced by the finance min-
ister may also be pursued,
the minister said. The virtu-
al meeting was convened
with senior representatives
of all the 11 Export
Promotion Councils under
the Ministry of Textiles, in-
cluding Apparel Export

Promotion Council, The
Cotton Textiles Export
Promotion Council, Carpet
Export Promotion Council,
Export Promotion Council
for Handicrafts. In addition,
representatives of industry
associations, including the
Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry, Tiruppur
Exporters Association and
The Southern India Mills'
Association also participat-
ed in the meeting. Goyal ob-
served that a two-day meet-
ing should be organised to
discuss new ideas on
strengthening the textile sec-
tor. At least 50 per cent par-
ticipants should be young-
sters and there should be in-
volvement of Quality
Control of India (QCI), com-
merce, DPIIT, finance, bank-
ing export insurance for ho-
listic engagement so that
overarching themes may be
discussed.

India’s textiles sector eyeing
USD 100-billion exports in

5-6 years: Goyal
New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India is likely to see the
world's biggest rise in en-
ergy demand this decade,
with demand climbing 3
per cent annually due to
urbanisation and industri-
alisation, the
International Energy
Agency (IEA) said in its
World Energy Outlook re-
leased on Thursday.

While the push for re-
newable energy will see it
meeting as much as 60 per
cent of the growth in de-
mand for power, coal will
continue to meet a third of
overall energy demand by
2030 and another quarter
will be met by oil. "India
becomes the world's most
populous country by 2025
and, combined with the
twin forces of urbanisa-
tion and industrialisation,
this underpins rapid
growth in energy demand,
which rises by more than 3
per cent per year in the
Stated Policies Scenario
(STEPS) from 2021 to 2030,"
IEA said. "It sees the

largest increase in energy
demand of any country."
Even though India contin-
ues to make great strides
with renewables deploy-
ment and efficiency poli-
cies, the sheer scale of its
development means that
the combined import bill
for fossil fuels doubles
over the next two decades,
with oil by far the largest
component.

"This points to contin-
ued risks to energy securi-
ty," IEA said. IEA said the
world is in the midst of the
first global energy crisis,
triggered by Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine.
"Pressures in markets pre-
dated Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, but Russia's ac-
tions have turned a rapid
economic recovery from
the pandemic -- which
strained all manner of
global supply chains, in-
cluding energy -- into full-
blown energy turmoil," it
said.

Russia has been by far
the world's largest ex-
porter of fossil fuels, but

its curtailments of natural
gas supply to Europe and
European sanctions on im-
ports of oil and coal from
Russia are severing one of
the main arteries of global
energy trade. All fuels are
affected, but gas markets
are the epicentre as Russia
seeks leverage by exposing
consumers to higher ener-
gy bills and supply short-
ages. In India, coal meets a
third of growth with de-
mand rising above 770 mil-
lion tonnes of coal equiva-
lent (Mtce) by 2030, and
continuing thereafter be-
fore peaking in the early
2030s.

Oil demand meets a fur-
ther quarter of the energy
demand growth and rises
to nearly 7 million barrels
per day by 2030 from 4.7
million bpd in 2021. Coal
generation is projected to
continue to expand in ab-
solute terms, peaking
around 2030, though its
share of electricity gener-
ation falls from just below
75 per cent to 55 per cent
over this period.

India to see biggest jump in
energy demand globally: IEA

Hyderabad, Oct 27: 

Air India Express, India's
first international budget
airline, on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of a di-
rect international flight
from Vijayawada to
Sharjah from October 31. A
press release from the oper-
ator said the inaugural
flight is scheduled to take
off on October 31 at 06.35
PM. The inaugural fares for
the Vijayawada-Sharjah
sector begin at Rs 13,669,
while those for the Sharjah-
Vijayawada sector begin at
AED 399. Aloke Singh, CEO
of Air India Express, said,
"We are happy to announce
the debut international
service of Air India
Express between
Vijayawada and Sharjah.
After the pandemic's two

arduous years, the India-
Gulf aviation sector has
seen a smart recovery,
bouncing back to almost
pre-pandemic levels. For
those travelling to UAE,
particularly to Dubai and
the Northern Emirates, the
direct service to Sharjah
will be a huge benefit, with
a well-timed flight."
Currently, Air India
Express is the only airline
that offers international
services in and out of
Vijayawada. In addition to
Sharjah, Air India Express
flies from Vijayawada to
Muscat and Kuwait with a
B737-800 NG aircraft, offer-
ing comfortable seats, a
buy-on-board meal service
besides pre-ordered hot
meals, and in-seat power
for charging mobile de-
vices.

Air India Express to launch
Vijayawada-Sharjah direct

flight from Oct 31 New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India  asked Beijing-
based multilateral lend-
ing agency AIIB to scale
up investments in priori-
ty areas like clean ener-
gy and infrastructure
sector with a special
focus on education and
health. Addressing the
annual meeting of the
Board of Governors of
the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB),
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
said India has embarked
on the path of a self-re-
liant economy and there-
fore has been successful
in mitigating the nega-
tive effects of the pan-
demic.

As regards AIIB, she
said, it needs to scale-up
investments in key prior-
ity areas, including clean
energy and energy effi-

ciency, disaster resilient
infrastructure, social in-
frastructure with a spe-
cial focus on education
and health, and digital
infrastructure in order
to ensure a meaningful
impact is achieved and
resources are not scat-

tered in multiple areas.
As public resources
alone are insufficient to
meet the vast infrastruc-
ture needs of the mem-
bers, she advised that the
bank should not only
play a catalytic role in
mobilising diverse pri-
vate sector resources but
also explore mechanisms
to augment its own re-
sources, including
through early action on
the recommendations of
G20's Expert Panel's
Report on the multilater-
al development bank's
Capital Adequacy
Framework (CAF).

Referring to the Indian
economy, she said the
well-targeted policy mix
accompanied by major
structural reforms and a
sound external balance
sheet have aided its
growth despite exoge-
nous threats.

FM asks AIIB to scale up 
investments in clean energy, infra

Union Minister for Finance and
Corporate Affairs Nirmala

Sitharaman attends the 7th
Annual Meeting of Board of

Governors of Asian
Infrastructure Investment

Bank through video confer-
ence, from New Delhi.

Mumbai, Oct 27:  

India can accelerate
green investments to USD
12.1 trillion by 2050 and
reap a host of benefits, a
consultancy firm said on
Thursday. With the ongo-
ing rate, India's net Green
House Gas (GHG) emis-
sions will rise to 11.8 giga-
tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent by 2070 from
the 2.9 gigatons in 2019,
Mckinsey & Co said in a
report.

However, India has the
potential to create 287 gi-
gatons of carbon space for
the world if it accelerates
its efforts to fight climate
change, the report said,
adding that this amounts
to almost half of the glob-
al carbon budget for an
even chance at limiting
warming to 1.5 degree cel-

sius. "India's decarbonisa-
tion will require an esti-
mated USD 12.1 trillion (5.9
per cent of GDP) of green
investments until 2050 for
the 'accelerated' scenario,"
it said. India has commit-
ted to net zero emissions
by 2070. As per earlier esti-
mates, the shift to net zero
by 2070 will require USD
10 trillion worth invest-
ments. Mckinsey said
there are tailwinds which
would be of help to a coun-
try like India, including re-
ducing costs of renew-
ables, electric vehicles and
progressive policies.
However, there are chal-
lenges as well, including
renewable capacity addi-
tion of 10 GW increasing
to 40-50 GW per year, and
the reduction needed in
battery and hydrogen
costs, it added.

India can accelerate
green investments to USD

12.1 trillion by 2050

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty settled
on a positive note on
Thursday, helped by buy-
ing in metal and realty
stocks amid mixed global
market trends.

The 30-share BSE
benchmark climbed
212.88 points or 0.36 per
cent to settle at 59,756.84.
During the day, it jumped
415.98 points or 0.69 per
cent to 59,959.94. On simi-
lar lines, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 80.60
points or 0.46 per cent to
end at 17,736.95. In the
Sensex pack, Tata Steel,
Power Grid, Sun Pharma,
Bharti Airtel, Titan, Axis
Bank, Dr Reddy's and

NTPC were among the
major winners. On the
other hand, Bajaj
Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
Asian Paints, Tech
Mahindra and Nestle

were among the laggards.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul and Hong
Kong ended higher, while
Tokyo and Shanghai set-
tled lower.

Sensex climbs 212 points;
metal stocks sparkle

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

The rupee appreciated 34
paise to close at 82.47 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Thursday as the
greenback retreated from
its elevated levels. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened at 82.15 and wit-
nessed a high of 82.14 and a
low of 82.51. It finally set-
tled at 82.47 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a rise of 34 paise over
its last close. In the previ-
ous session on Tuesday, the
rupee appreciated by 7
paise to 82.81 against the
dollar. The forex market
was closed on Wednesday
on account of Diwali
Balipratipada. "Rupee rose

sharply as the dollar
plunged against its major
crosses. Weaker-than-ex-
pected economic data from
the US led to a retracement
in the dollar," said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex & Bullion
Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. The ex-

pectation is that the US
Federal Reserve will slow
the pace of its rate hiking
cycle. This sent the euro
back above parity with the
greenback for the first time
in a month, Somaiya added.

The pound extended its
gains on optimism that
Rishi Sunak and his team
will restore stability and
credibility in the UK. "We
expect the USD/INR(Spot)
to quote in the range of
82.10 and 82.50," Somaiya
said. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was quoted 0.36 per
cent higher at 110.09. Global
oil benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 0.06 per cent to
USD 95.63 per barrel.

Rupee rises 34 paise to close
at 82.47 against US dollarNew Delhi, Oct 27: 

PNB Housing Finance
on Thursday reported 11.7
per cent rise in net profit
at Rs 262.63 crore for
September quarter 2022-23
on a modest rise in core
income. The non-banking
finance company had
logged a net profit of Rs
235.21 crore in the year-
ago period. Total income
increased to Rs 1,683.43
crore from Rs 1,586.41
crore in the same period of
2021-22, PNB Housing
Finance said in a regulato-
ry filing. Core interest in-
come of the Delhi-based
housing finance company
rose 6.5 per cent in the
quarter to Rs 1,597.54
crore as against Rs
1,499.88 crore in the year-
ago period.

PNB Housing Finance
Q2 profit rises 12 pc

at Rs 263 crore

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Ola Electric, India’s
largest electric vehicles
company, has today made
a big push towards taking
India closer to ending the
era of petrol vehicles with
the launch of all-new Ola
S1 Air. Engineered to be a
world class electric scoot-
er, Ola’s latest expansion
of its S1 portfolio will take
India’s EV revolution to
the masses.

Bhavish Aggarwal,
Founder and CEO, Ola,
said, “The End of ICE Age
is closer to being a reality
than ever before. From
4000 units a month before
our entry into electric mo-
bility, EVs now stand for
15% of the entire scooter
segment, and in cities like
Delhi, Bengaluru and

Pune, is even higher at
40% of the new scooter
sales! To truly end the era
of ICE vehicles, India’s EV
revolution has to become a
mass movement, and the
S1 Air is a significant step
in that direction.

With the introduction of
the Ola S1 Air, we have
transformed the everyday
scooter from being merely
functional, to a sophisti-
cated and technologically
advanced product with
the latest MoveOS fea-
tures. Our mission of en-
suring all 2Ws in India are

electric by 2025 is in
sight!” The new S1 Air is
built on the S1 platform
and retains the same cut-
ting-edge design, but Ola
has re-engineered the
powertrain and battery
pack. Powered by a
2.5KWh battery pack and
a 4.5KW hub motor, the S1
Air weighs only 99 kgs, de-
livers a top-speed of
85Km/hr, goes from 0-40 in
just 4.3 seconds. It also
comes with an IDC range
of 100Km in Eco mode,
which makes it the perfect
urban scooter.

Ola Electric launches all-new Ola S1 Air
New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The government  un-
veiled new policy
reforms for satel-
lite communica-
tions services to
ease procedures
and streamline
clearance process-
es and nudged the
telecom industry
to substantially
speed up the deployment
of 5G towers. Telecom
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the
current pace of tower de-
ployment at only 2,500 per
week for 5G is "very less"
and needs to be increased
to at least 10,000 per week.

Vaishnaw pulled up the
telecom industry for the
slow deployment of 5G
towers, saying the gov-

ernment has done its bit
in ushering in sectoral re-
forms, and it is now up to

the industry to
step up and do its
bit in enabling
faster 5G roll out.
He, however,
stopped short of
spelling out what
the repercussions
will be for those
companies not

heeding the government's
call to speed up 5G tower
deployment.

On reforms, the minis-
ter said that for 5G anten-
na to be deployed on
street furniture, SACFA
(Standing Advisory
Committee on Frequency
Allocation) clearance will
not be required now, and
the process has been
made online.

Govt unveils Satcom reforms; nudges
telecom cos to deploy 5G towers fast

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Insurance sector regulator
Irdai has allowed foreign
reinsurance branches,
including Lloyd's India, to
repatriate up to 20 per cent
of the excess assigned capi-
tal to attract more players
and allow free movement of
capital. As part of the ease
of doing business in India,
various committees deliber-
ated on the repatriation of
excess assigned capital by
Foreign Reinsurance
Branches (FRB) and Lloyd's
India. As per Irdai norms, the
registration of branch offices
of foreign reinsurers other
than Lloyd's have 'assigned
capital' and net owned funds

(NOFs) as the capital
requirements for setting up
business in India. The appli-
cant's NOF should not be
less than the prescribed
amount of Rs 500 crore at
any time and should infuse a
minimum assigned capital of
Rs 100 crore into the branch
office.
After careful examination of
the recommendations of the
working groups, it is noted
that to ensure sufficient
reinsurance capacity in India
and to attract more reinsur-
ance players for offering
reinsurance at a competitive
price, the free movement of
assigned capital for foreign
reinsurance branches is
required. 

Foreign reinsurers can
repatriate up to 20 pc of
assigned capital: Irdai

A
ll set to spill some
beans about her up-
coming film –

‘Phone Bhoot’ and interest-
ing moments about her life
after marriage, the newly-
wed actress, Katrina Kaif
will be gracing the sets of
Sony Entertainment
Television’s, most adored
comedy show The Kapil
Sharma Show this
Saturday i.e. 29th October
at 9:30 pm along with her
co-stars Siddhant
Chaturvedi and Ishaan
Khatter. The episode prom-
ises to be a laugh riot with
candid banter, fun anec-
dotes, endless giggles and
amusing antics of Kapil’s
naya parivaar –  Sumona
(Bindu), Gaurav Dubey
(Majnu Bhai from
Welcome), Sidharth Sagar
(Uday Bhai from
Welcome), Rehmaan
(Saleem) and Kiku
(Akbar).

Katrina who will be
gracing the show for the
first time post her mar-
riage to Vicky Kaushal will
open up about her life after
marriage. In a candid con-
versation host, Kapil
Sharma will be seen ask-
ing Katrina by what name
her sasural people call her
as Punjabi moms have a
unique style while calling
people and his mother too

refers him as ‘Kapal’.
Responding to

this, Katrina
will go on to
s u r p r i s e

everyone as
she shares her

sasural people
fondly calls her

‘Kitto’.

ACROSS

1. Nothing more than

5. Tibetan monk

9. Edgar ____ Poe

14. Toaster ____

15. Platoon

16. Brownish gray

17. Orange's kin

19. Margins

20. Certain poem

21. Fictional clownfish

22. Sci-fi weapons

23. Married again

25. Opera tunes

27. Valley

29. More sharply inclined

34. Interior

37. Doctor's charge

38. Small or large, e.g.

39. Wild disorder

40. Transparent

42. Shore bird

43. Apex

44. Lawn starter

45. Biblical mount

47. Knitting rods

49. Bed support

50. Basketball's Shaquille ____

52. Brink

56. Tension

60. Hay unit

62. Everybody

63. Depart

64. Pertaining to plants

66. Zealous

67. Summer drinks

68. Hand over

69. Clothe

70. Williams and Kennedy

71. Eve's garden

DOWN

1. Engine

2. Avoid

3. Restore

4. School subj.

5. Tempt

6. Critter

7. Underage person

8. Consumed

9. Sergeant's command (2 wds.)

10. Young fellows

11. Sled

12. Copycat

13. Loch ____ monster

18. Terminated

22. Type of football pass

24. Rewrote

26. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)

28. Reduces
30. Landed manor
31. Marina sight
32. Poet ____ Pound
33. Lease
34. Tehran's land
35. Agreeable
36. Not all
37. Nourished
41. Stockings
46. Black bird
48. Defeated ones
49. Scheduled
51. Residence
53. Rushed
54. Forest clearing
55. Actress ____ Burstyn
56. Toboggan
57. Rip apart
58. Current fad
59. Preceding nights
61. Young lady
64. Flying mammal
65. Rink surface
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AquariusA temporary lack of belief in your
abilities might have you hesitating to start a
project or take on a task that you'd normal-
ly snap up. This could involve something
you've wanted to try or helping someone
else. Your faith in yourself should never
flag, but if it does, it's important to remem-
ber that hard work can be as important as
talent - and you aren't afraid of that!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A phone conversation with someone who
lives far away might have you feeling a bit
sad, reflecting on how much you miss that
person. This can lead to pondering about
your life. You might question the direction
you seem to be moving in and consider
other possible options. You're likely to be
cautious when it comes to making final deci-
sions, Pisces. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might be in a reflective and
meditative mood. You may think about
mundane matters, such as how to
increase your income, or more complex
issues, such as the purpose of life. You
aren't likely to want to do much socializ-
ing today, Aries. It's probably the perfect
day to stay in, relax, and enjoy your own
company. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Obligations to friends and groups could
interfere with time that you want to spend
with your partner. A number of people in
your home might demand more of your
time, energy, and attention, and you
might find this disconcerting. You're no
one's servant, Taurus. You're entitled to
enjoy yourself. Save some time for your
mate at the end of the day.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might wake up this morning and
decide your home is a total wreck. The
desire to spend the day cleaning and
sprucing up your house might prove
almost obsessive. Do what you have to
do, but don't get so caught up that you
forget about the big picture. Whatever
you do today, Gemini, view it in its
proper perspective. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Extra time and attention that you have
been devoting to your career should pay
off about now. You've worked hard to be
where you are, and you aren't through
climbing the ladder of success just yet.
You aren't likely to rest on your laurels.
Today you might spend a lot of time plan-
ning your next goal. A little ingenuity will
definitely pay off here, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An older male visitor could contact you,
possibly offering to help you with some
work that needs to be done. Family mem-
bers may have abandoned you for the day
to go out and do their own thing. You will
welcome the offer. Practical matters, such
as the household budget, might need atten-
tion, so set aside some time to work out the
details.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today you might perform some service to
people who live in your neighborhood.
Perhaps you will chauffeur people around
to do their shopping. Perhaps you will help
people with household tasks. Pets may
also need some attention. Whatever it is,
you will enjoy helping in whatever way is
possible, and be appreciated as well.
Expect to have a very busy day. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Meticulous and sincere effort on your part
may have led to a recent increase in
income. Today you might be thinking of
reworking your budget. While others
might throw caution to the wind at a time
like this, today you might go too far in the
opposite direction. Be careful and realistic,
Libra, but don't be overly frugal. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A sense of duty toward family mem-
bers, children, and your sweetheart
may cause you to take on responsibili-
ties today that you wouldn't normally
assume. Sincere efforts on behalf of
those you care about are likely to bring
the results you want. It won't just make
you happy but will also please those
you are helping. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Emotions stemming from past experi-
ences might cause you to assume undue
responsibilities, particularly concerning
family members. This is fine as long as
you realize what you're doing is as much
for you as for the other person. Whatever
tasks you assume may allow you to
release old traumas and give form to
your plans and ambitions. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Relatives or neighbors may come to you
today asking for favors. Some may know
exactly what buttons to push in order to
get you to do what they want. Don't be
sucked into guilt or other negative emo-
tions. Help others if you wish, Capricorn,
but recognize that you're doing it because
you want to and not because you feel you
have to. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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‘The Kaushal
family’ fondly
call her ‘Kitto’

K
aruna Pandey is an
actress. In 2022, she
played the lead role

of 'Pushpa' In the SAB TV
show “Pushpa Impossible"

Excerpts of interview:
Pushpa Impossible's

current track tackles the
subject of domestic abuse,
what is Pushpa's message
to individuals who face
this issue?

Domestic violence is a
very grave issue and its
heart wrenching to know
that even with changing
times, this has remained
constant. Domestic violence
is an evil that sees no gen-
der, age or class. In the show,
Pushpa stood up for Nilima
and helped her to fight
against this social evil. To
all the victims I would say,
help is always there so ask
without any worries. Be
brave and stand up against
the injustice you face, fight
back as it will only continue
if you remain silent. Please
confide in your friends and
family and take their sup-
port, but above all try to dis-
tance yourself from the per-
petrator as much as you
can.

How do you think we, as
society, can tackle this so-
cial issue of domestic
abuse?

One of the most impor-
tant things we can do is to
support victims in their
fight against their abusers
by encouraging them to
stand up to the abuser, as

otherwise the cycle will con-
tinue for years. Several
times, victims are so demo-
tivated by their situation
that they simply suffer
silently, and no person or
law can protect them be-
cause the issue is never
brought to light. We need to
raise awareness about how
help is always available
when needed and how it is
wrong to let someone de-
grade you in this way. Also,
self-defense is a great way to
protect yourself because
standing against abuse re-
quires not only a strong
mind and will, but also
physical strength to save
yourself from harm. So I
would encourage women to
learn self-defense, at the
very least some basic moves
that will aid in self-defense.

What are the similari-
ties between Pushpa and
Karuna? 

Karuna has a lot of simi-
larities to Pushpa. Pushpa
and I are very enthusiastic
and positive in life, we don't
hide our emotions and are
true to ourselves. I relate to
her unique approach to life
and her ways of tackling
problems. I believe, for a
character like Pushpa, if
you aren’t similar in mind-
set of the character it takes
you a lot more time to pre-
pare yourself. What would
have taken me six months, I
achieved in a couple of
months as a result of my
similarities with Pushpa.

‘Karuna has a lot of 
similarities with Pushpa’

B
ollywood actor
Akshay Kumar's
latest release 'Ram

Setu' has raked in Rs 15
crore on its opening day.
According to a statement
issued by the makers on
Wednesday, the film
opened with Rs 15.25
Crore on its first day. The
Abhishek Sharma direc-
torial also stars
Satyadev, Jacqueline
Fernandez and
Nushrratt Bharuccha.

The story of 'Ram
Setu' revolves around an
atheist archaeologist
turned believer, Dr.
Aryan Kulshrestha
(Akshay Kumar), who
must race against time
to prove the true exis-
tence of the legendary
Ram Setu before evil
forces destroy the pillar
of India's heritage.

'Ram Setu' is presented
by Prime Video in asso-
ciation with Cape of
Good Films and Lyca
Productions and is an
A b u n d a n t i a
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Production.

The film is produced
by Aruna Bhatia (Cape
of Good Films), Vikram
Malhotra (Abundantia
E n t e r t a i n m e n t ) ,
Subaskaran, Mahaveer
Jain, and Aashish Singh
(Lyca Productions) and

Prime Video with Dr.
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Dwivedi as the Creative

Producer. 'Ram Setu' is
distributed worldwide in
theatres by Zee Studios.

Akshay Kumar-starrer ‘Ram Setu’
earns Rs 15 crore on Day 1

Showering praise on producer
Lakshman Kumar, who has

produced his recent film 'Sardar'
which has become a hit, actor
Karthi said that he was a
relieved man as Lakshman, who
is his childhood friend, had
taken a huge risk for the film,
trusting just the hard work of
the unit. Speaking at the success
meet of the film, Karthi said:
"People have been asking me if I
am happy now that the film has
emerged a hit. I reply that I am
peaceful and relieved.
"People say it is very important
to have good friends. If you look
at producer Lakshman and me,
we are classmates from kinder-
garten." "He is someone who
enjoys seeing me succeed. I
have seen every single day the
amount of stress and pressure
he took upon himself for this
film. But he never showed it
out." "There would be major
issues going on, for instance, if
the day's call sheet extends by a
night, the budget would shoot
up by over 40 lakhs. But still, in
front of me, producer Laxman
would keep sporting a smile."
"I would be scared at the
amount of stress he was taking
upon himself. I need my friend
by my side. I would keep telling
him not to take so much stress. 

A
ctress Priyanka
Chopra Jonas cel-
ebrated a very spe-

cial Diwali with her hus-
band Nick Jonas and
their daughter, Malti
Marie, whom the couple
welcomed early this year.

Priyanka took to her
Instagram to share the
pictures of her Diwali
celebrations. She wrote
in the caption: "Love,
peace and prosperity to
all. From a heart truly
laden with gratitude, I
wish you all a Happy
Diwali. Sorry I'm a little
late but decided to stay in
the moment just a little
bit longer. Om Namah
Shivay. From ours to
yours. Love and light. PS:
missed u @siddharth-
chopra89"

In the pictures, the star

couple can be seen posing
with daughter and
Priyanka's mother,
Madhu Chopra.

Priyanka and Nick
welcomed their daughter
via surrogacy this year.
Announcing the arrival
of their baby, the star
couple shared a state-
ment in January. The
statement read: "We are
overjoyed to confirm that
we have welcomed a baby
via surrogate. We re-
spectfully ask for privacy
during this special time
as we focus on our family.
Thank you so much."

Since then, the couple
have been mindful of
their daughter's pictures
coming out on the
Internet and have always
concealed her face with
the emojis.

Priyanka Chopra shares
lovable Diwali pics of family

Karthi on 
‘Sardar’ 

success: 
I am relieved 
and at peace
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Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav bul-
lied an inexperienced at-
tack as the Indian team
not for once took its foot
off the pedal to thrash
Netherlands by 56 runs
for its second win in the
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

A target of 180, riding
on half-centuries from
skipper Rohit Sharma (53
off 39 balls), Virat Kohli
(62 not out off 44 balls)
and Surya (51 not out off
25 balls), was good enough
for the Dutchmen who
were never in the contest
once India's powerplay
overs ended.

The 'Orange Brigade'
huffed and puffed its way
to 123 for nine in 20 overs
as the relative slowness of
the track post the
Bangladesh-South Africa
game effected its ap-
proach.

The Netherlands was
the fourth team to bat on
the track, and although
there wasn't any consider-
able wear and tear, it
slowed down enough for
Axar Patel (2/18) and
Ravichandran Ashwin
(2/21) to tighten the
noose on the op-
position bat-
ters.

On expected
lines, Mohammed
Shami (1/27),
Arshdeep Singh (2/37)
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(2/9) had an easy day at
the office. Most of the

Netherlands batters are
not used to consistently
playing an attack of this
quality.

Indian origin opener
Vikramjit Singh (1),
whose roots are in
Punjab's Cheema Khurd,
didn't look like he be-
longed to this level before
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
ended his painstaking
stay with a perfectly
pitched length ball.

Once Ashwin and Axar
were pressed into the at-
tack, there was no chance
that the Duchmen would
make a match of it. Axar

didn't even turn a sin-
gle delivery but the
fast and tight wick-
et-to-wicket lines
was good enough.

When India bat-
ted, Suryakumar

once again provided
the final flourish with a
breathtaking knock and
overshadowed senior pros
Kohli and Sharma.

The Indian batting save
all but one fired in unison
as skipper Rohit became
the pace setter, while the
team's No. 1 batter Kohli
played the role of an an-
chor to perfection and
also ended as the game's
top-scorer.

Kohli conjured
two vital part-

nerships -- 73 for
the second wicket

with Rohit and 95 for the
unbroken third wicket
with Surya -- as KL
Rahul's (9 off 12 balls) sec-
ond successive failure

stuck out like a sore
thumb.

But Rahul can consider
himself a touch unlucky
as right-arm seamer Paul
van Meekeren's delivery
angled into his pads and
seemed like missing the
leg-stump, but he was ad-
vised against taking the
review by the skipper.

To be fair, the
Netherlands bowlers did a
reasonable job during the
powerplay, when India
scraped to 32 for one.

India were 67 for one at
the halfway stage, but
after Surya came in, the
Dutch bowling unit
looked intimidated, and
once Kohli started putting
pressure there was no es-
cape.

The back-10 yielded as
many as 112 runs, cour-
tesy Surya, who again hit
some breathtaking shots
including a lofted extra
cover drive and a lap
scoop over deep fine leg.

Surya lights up Sydney 
SKY-line in India’s 56-run win

India: 179 for 2 in 20
overs (Virat Kohli 62 not
out, Rohit Sharma 53,
Suryakumar Yadav 51
not out; Paul van
Meekeren 1/32).

The Netherlands: 123
for 9 in 20 overs (Tim
Pringle 20;
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
2/9, Axar Patel 2/18,
Ravichandran Ashwin
2/21, Arshdeep Singh
2/37).

Brief Score

India's Virat Kohli, left, and teammate Suryakumar Yadav walk
from the field at the end of their innings.

New Delhi, Oct 27 (PTI):

In a landmark decision,
the BCCI on Thursday an-
nounced equal match fee
for its centrally-contracted
female and male players in
a bid to promote gender
equality in the country's
most popular sport.

As per the newly intro-
duced system, the Indian
women's cricketers will
now receive Rs 15 lakh per
Test, Rs 6 lakh per ODI, and
Rs 3 lakh per T20I, the
same as their male coun-
terparts.

Earlier, the women play-
ers received Rs one lakh
each for ODIs and T20Is
while the match fee for a
Test match was Rs four
lakh. The decision was
taken at the BCCI Apex
Council emergent meeting.

BCCI President Roger
Binny said, "This decision
sets the platform to grow
and develop cricket. I be-
lieve this is a significant
step forward for women's
cricket and the game over-
all." BCCI secretary Jay

Shah said pay equity is an
important step towards
tackling discrimination.

"This is a landmark deci-
sion as we enter a new era
in India Cricket. I would
like to thank my colleagues
in the BCCI Apex Council,"
he said.

Earlier this year, New
Zealand Cricket (NZC) had
struck a deal with the
country's players' associa-

tion, which enabled the
women cricketers to earn
as much as the male play-
ers, while Cricket
Australia (CA) is also work-
ing to do away with gender
disparity. India thus be-
came only the second coun-
try in international cricket
to implement equal pay.

In the last two years,
which included the shut-
down brought about by the

COVID-19 pandemic, the
India men's team has
played as many as 21 Tests
while in the same period,
the women's side has fea-
tured in only two one-off
Tests on the tour England
and Australia respectively.

The announcement
comes days after IPL chair-
man Arun Dhumal, who
served as the board's treas-
urer in the last dispensa-
tion, said the BCCI treas-
ury has increased by near-
ly Rs 6000 crore in the last
three years.

In his note to the mem-
bers at the last Annual
General Meeting (AGM),
Dhumal mentioned that
when the last team took
charge of the Board from
the CoA in 2019, the BCCI's
coffers had funds of Rs
3648 crores. "We are hand-
ing over an organisation
that sits over a treasury of
Rs 9629 crores of funds,
which is roughly thrice of
what we got at the time of
our taking over from CoA,"
Dhumal wrote in his note
as the outgoing treasurer.

Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

Rilee Roussow's belliger-
ent century was comple-
mented by a fiery spell
from Anrich Nortje (4/10)
as South Africa trounced
Bangladesh by 104-runs in
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

Rossouw showcased his
batting prowess, blasting
the first century of the on-
going showpiece with a 56-
ball 109, while Quinton de
Kock struck a fifty to power
South Africa to an impos-
ing 205 for 5.

Nortje then returned
with his best T20 figures as
the bowlers rallied to bowl
out Bangladesh for 101 in
16.3 overs. Chasing a 200
plus total, Bangladesh
openers looked up for the
task. Soumya Sarkar (15)
and Najmul Hossain (9)
pilled 26 runs off the first
two overs, including 17 of
the first Kagiso Rabada
(1/24) over. Skipper Temba
Bavuma's move to replace
Rabada with Nortje imme-
diately paid dividends as
the pacer blew apart the
Bangladesh top order with-
in the first five overs.

Nortje struck twice in
his opening over, sending

both openers packing.
Soumya was first to go
after he was caught behind
and Hossain soon followed.

Nortje returned to trap
Shakib Al Hassan (1) leg
before to leave Bangladesh
reeling at 39 for 3.

A bit of pace and extra
bounce got the better of
Afif Hossain (1), who was
next to depart as Rabada
joined the party. It could
have been two for the pacer
had Trsitan Stubbs not
dropped Litton Das.

Once spin was intro-
duced, Mehidy Hasan (11)
looked to play big but got
the toe of the bat as Aiden
Markram pouched it with-
out problem at wide long-
on. He was Tabraiz
Shamsi's first victim as the
spinner grabbed three
wickets at the back.
Bangladesh batters strug-
gled to get any partnership
going.

Earlier, while the rain
gods threatened to play
spoil sport, Rossouw and
de Kock were raining sixes
in their 168-run partner-
ship, the highest for South
Africa in a T20 World Cup
match. The duo sent the
ball to the fence 14 times
and 11 times over it.

Rossouw, Nortje dazzle as SA defeat Bangladesh

South Africa's Rilee Rossouw celebrates his century during the ICC
men's Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between South Africa
and Bangladesh at the Sydney Cricket Ground in Sydney.

BCCI announces equal
pay for men and women

Basel, Oct 27 (AP):

Top-ranked Carlos Alcaraz
eased into the quarterfinals at
the Swiss Indoors by beating
Botic van de Zandchulp 6-4, 6-
2.
The 19-year-old Spaniard
clinched the win with his only
ace in a second-round match
where he had 20 winners and
made just nine unforced
errors. Alcaraz's serve was
broken once and he trailed 2-0
in the second set before reel-

ing off six straight games
against the 35th-ranked
Dutchman. Third-seeded Felix
Auger-Aliassime was on court
before Alcaraz in a first-round

match and won 6-7 (3), 6-4,
6-4 against Swiss wild-

card entry Marc-
Andrea Huesler.
Two seeded players
lost their first-round
matches, with No. 7

Alex de Minaur falling 6-
2, 7-5 against 25th-ranked
teenager Holger Rune.
In the previous Swiss Indoors
edition, in 2019 before the
tournament was canceled
twice because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, De Minaur lost
in the final as Roger Federer
won a record 10th title at his
hometown event.
Eighth-seeded Lorenzo Musetti
cruised through the first set
before losing 1-6, 6-3, 6-4
against Albert Ramos-Vinolas,
the 34-year-old Spaniard.
In a second-round match,
Arthur Rinderknech beat Alex
Molcan 6-2, 6-4. 

Top-ranked Alcaraz cruises into
Swiss Indoors quarterfinals

Paris, Oct 27 (PTI):

Kidambi Srikanth pre-
vailed over Lakshya Sen in
an all-Indian duel to ad-
vance to the men's singles
second round of the
French Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here.

Sameer Verma, mean-
while, registered an upset
win over Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting of
Indonesia to also make it
to the second round.

Srikanth, the 2021 World
Championships silver

winner, beat junior compa-
triot Sen 21-18 21-18 in a
first round match that last-
ed 46 minutes.

This was only the sec-
ond career match between
the top two Indian shut-
tlers. Sen had lost to his
senior compatriot in their
earlier meeting at the
semifinals of the 2021
World Championships to
settle for a bronze medal.

Srikanth next faces the
winner of the first round
match between Rasmus
Gemke of Denmark and
Nhat Nguyen of Ireland.

Kidambi outperforms Sen,
Sameer scores upset win

It was a near-perfect win, but not
too happy with my knock: Rohit

Sydney, Oct 27 (PTI):

India captain Rohit
Sharma was ecstatic with
his team's "near perfect"
win over the Netherlands
but "not too happy" about
his own 53-run knock in the
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

Rohit had four hits to the
fence and three maximums
in his 39-ball innings as
India posted 179 for two and
then limited the
Netherland to 123 for nine
for a 56-run win.

India had scored 32 in the
powerplay after losing
opener KL Rahul, but Rohit
and Kohli added 73 runs off
56 runs.

"Not too happy with my
fifty," said Rohit, who was
dropped by Tim Pringle in
the fifth over bowled by
Fred Klaassen. "But what's

important is getting runs -
doesn't matter if they are
good looking runs or ugly
runs. At the end of the day,
it is about keeping the con-
fidence up," Rohit said at
the post-match presenta-
tion. It was only his third
T20 fifty in 2022 and the in-
nings helped set the plat-
form as Virat Kohli (62) and

Suryakumar Yadav (51) lift-
ed the team to a good total.

"I thought it was a clini-
cal win. Looking at the way
they have qualified for the
Super 12s, credit to them.
We however always looked
to what we can do with our-
selves, not bother about the
opposition. To be honest,
this was a near perfect

win," he said. "Yes, we
played a little slow at the
start but that was the con-
versation between me and
Virat, we had to wait on
that surface to play the big
shots."

Netherlands captain
Scott Edwards admitted the
stand between Kohli and
Surya was the difference
between the two sides. "We
came here to win and put
on a good performance, but
against these sort of sides
you have to be on the
money or they make you
pay. The way those two bat-
ters played in the end and
took them to 180, it was al-
ways going to be tricky," he
said. "We bowled reason-
ably well but if you don't
get the wickets and with
the batting order they have,
it was always going to be
tough to restrict them."

Perth, Oct 27 (PTI):

Zimbabwe shocked
Pakistan by one run in a
thrilling T20 World Cup
match here on Thursday.
Opting to bat after win-
ning the toss, Zimbabwe
scored 130 for eight. Shan
Masood top-scored with 44
off 38 balls, but Pakistan
fell short in the end as they
failed to score the three
runs required for victory
in the last ball of the
match. Sikandar Raza was
Zimbabwe's most success-
ful bowler with 3/25, while
Brad Evans picked up two
wickets for 25 runs.
Pakistan also did not get a
good start. Babar Azam
fell early and looked out of
touch, scoring just four
runs from nine balls as
Ryan Burl held on for a
good catch off the bowling
of Brdley Neil Evans.

Next was the skipper’s
opening partner,
Mohammad Rizwan, who
was clean bowled by
Blessing Muzarabani for a
16-ball 14. Iftikhar Ahmed
joined Shan to steady the
Pakistan counter-attack
untill the fomer was sent
packing by Luke Jongwe
with the help of Regis
Chakabva’s catching.

Shan then struck anoth-
er partnership with
Shadab Khan to take
Pakistan closer to the tar-
get but in the 14th over, he
was dimissed for 44 off 38
balls, which included just
threee strokes to the
boundary. Keeper
Chakabva was quick with
his glovework to stump the
batter with some smart
bowling from Sikandar

Raza. Mohammad Nawaz
and Mohammad Wasim Jr
stuck around to see
Pakistan end at 129/8.

Earlier, Mohammad
Wasim registered his best
figures in the shortest for-
mat as he and spinner
Shahdab Khan helped
Pakistan restrict
Zimbabwe to a modest
130/8. Wasim (4/24) and
Shadab (3/23) shared
seven wickets between
them to derail Zimbabwe
innings after a fine start.

Haris Rauf, who was
taken to the cleaners by

Virat Kohli in the penulti-
mate over in their last
match, also recorded his
best economical T20 bowl-
ing figures, finishing with
1 for 12 from his four
overs.

Zimbabwe got off to a
good start after opting to
bat with skipper Craig
Ervine (19) and Wessly
Madhevere (17) adding 42
runs off five overs for the
opening wicket.

Sean Williams was the
highest scorer for
Zimbabwe with 31 off 28
balls. A few Zimbabwe bat-
ters got starts, but could
not translate them into
substantial scores.
Mohammad Wasim was
the most successful
bowler for Pakistan, re-
turning with fine figures
of 4/24 from his four
overs, and leg-spinner
Shadab Khan was also ex-
cellent with the ball and
picked up 3/23 in his
quota of four overs.

Zimbabwe stun Pakistan by one run

Zimbabwe's players celebrate victory over Pakistan.

Zimbabwe: 130/8 in
20 overs (Sean Williams
31; Shadab Khan 3/23,
Mohammad Wasim
4/24).

Pakistan: 129/8 in 20
overs (Shan Masood 44;
Sikandar Raza 3/25,
Brad Evans picked
2/25).
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RARE ACHIEVEMENT

Kolkata, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Jadavpur University has
earned the distinction of being
the only state-run varsity from
India to feature in the QS
Sustainability World Ranking
2023. A total of 700 institutes
feature in the list, of which 15
are from India.

A JU spokesperson said on
Thursday that the ranking is
based on sustainability per-
formance focusing on environ-
mental and social impacts of
the higher education institutes
and has considered metrics
like sustainable education, sus-
tainable research, equality,
knowledge exchange and im-
pact of education.

Jadavpur University is at
overall eighth position from

India, the spokesperson said.
IIT Bombay is the top institute
from India in the list and
Jawaharlal Nehru University
ranks first among the Indian
universities, both central and
state run. 

QS World University
Rankings is one of the top in-
ternational rankings measur-
ing the popularity and per-
formance of universities all
over the world. 

The sustainability rankings,
published on Wednesday, is
the first edition by QS and uses
a methodology which compris-
es of indicators designed to
measure an institution's ability
to tackle environmental, social
and governance challenges,
the QS world university rank-
ings site said.

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Local fishermen, oppos-
ing the Vizhinjam inter-
national seaport project
near here, on Thursday
intensified their agitation
by setting a fishing boat
on fire and throwing po-
lice barricades into the
sea, as the stir entered the
100th day. Hundreds of
fisherfolk, including
women, reached the area
via road and sea and
broke open the lock of the
gate of the project site,
raising slogans.

Besides those from the
coastal villages here, a
large number of fisher-
men arrived in boats from
nearby places including
Muthalapozhi under the

aegis of the Latin
Archdiocese to stage
protests. Showing the
burning boat, one of the
protesters told reporters
that they had no other
way to make the authori-
ties understand their
plight. "If there is no

coast, we have no life. We
are setting afire our
means of livelihood. If
the port comes into being,
we will lose our coast for-
ever," he said.

Another fisherman
pointed to the lack of
availability of kerosene

subsidy, a long pending
demand of local fisher-
folk, and demanded that it
be provided on the lines of
neighbouring Tamil
Nadu. In the wake of re-
ports of the fishermen's
plan to intensify their
protests, police security
was beefed up at the site
of the under construction
port and its surroundings.

A large number of peo-
ple have been staging
protests outside the main
entrance of the multi-pur-
pose seaport at nearby
Mulloor for a few months.
They were pressing for
their seven-point charter
of demands that include
stopping the construction
work and to conduct a
coastal impact study in
connection with the
multi-crore project.

‘Former Haryana CMs  were regional bias’

Faridabad, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday ac-
cused previous Haryana
chief ministers of favour-
ing their own regions and
said in Manohar Lal
Khattar, the state has after
a long time got a chief min-
ister who is undertaking its
all-round development. The
Manohar Lal Khattar gov-
ernment has curbed cor-
ruption and lawlessness in
Haryana, Shah added.

He alleged that the
Bhupinder Singh Hooda-
led Congress government
was marked by corruption
and also hit out at the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) regime led by Om
Prakash Chautala, without
taking his name. Shah said,
"Remember Haryana eight

years before. When
one government was
formed, corruption
used to be rampant
and during another
government's time
'goondaism' (hooligan-
ism) used to rise. "But
the Khattar govern-
ment did not allow cor-
ruption and ended
' g o o n d a i s m ' . "
Addressing a Jan
Utthan rally, Shah said
the Khattar govern-
ment had worked to
change Haryana dur-
ing its eight years and
added that a long time after
Independence, the state
had got a chief minister
who worked for its all-
round development.
"Earlier, chief ministers ei-
ther used to be of Sirsa or
Rohtak, they were not of

Haryana. But Khattar is
the chief minister of the
entire Haryana," he said.
Former chief minister and
INLD President OP
Chautala belongs to Sirsa,
while Hooda is from
Rohtak. Sharpening his at-

tack on Hooda, Shah said
"When Hooda's 3-D govern-
ment was in power... One
sees 3D film, but in the en-
tire country, only Hooda
showed a 3D government.

"In this, there were the
'darbaris' (courtiers),
'damaad' (referring to
Sonia Gandhi's son-in-law
Robert Vadra) and 'dealers'.
Later, a BJP government
which undertook develop-
ment was formed in its
place." The Home minister
also praised Khattar for
being a "true gentleman"
and said when the BJP won
majority in the 2014 polls in
Haryana, Shah, as BJP
chief, asked Khattar to be
the chief minister. Khattar,
however, gave him a list of
15 names of leaders who
could be the chief minister
instead of him.

‘Will bear consequences for
atrocities against people in PoK’

Srinagar, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said Pakistan is
"committing atrocities"
against people in its occu-
pied Kashmir and will
have to bear its conse-
quences. Hinting at re-
trieving Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), the
minister said the goal of
overall development in the
twin Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh will be achieved
"after reaching Gilgit and
Baltistan" -- parts of PoK.

"We have just begun our
journey of development in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh. We will achieve

our goal when we reach
Gilgit and Baltistan,"
Singh said addressing the
'Shaurya Diwas' event --

enactment of landing at
Srinagar by Indian Air
Force on this day in 1947.
Referring to the "atroci-

ties" committed by
Pakistan against the peo-
ple in PoK, the defence
minister said the neigh-
bouring country will have
to "bear its consequences".

Accusing Pakistan of
shedding crocodiles' tears
in the name of human
rights, Singh said, "The
pain of the people of
P a k i s t a n - O c c u p i e d -
Kashmir also troubles us
and not just them." "The
'tandav' of terrorism that
Jammu and Kashmir has
seen in name of
Kashmiriyat cannot be de-
scribed," he said while as-
serting that terrorism has
no religion and the only
aim of terrorists is to tar-
get India.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with J&K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, Chief of Army Staff Manoj Pande
and General Officer Commanding (GOC) of Chinar Corps
Lieutenant General Amardeep Singh Aujla during ‘Shaurya
Diwas’ celebrations, in Srinagar, Thursday.

Khattar curbed corruption, lawlessness

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
during ‘Chintan Shivir’ of home
ministers of all states, at
Surajkund in Faridabad.

Fishermen set ablaze boat; throw police barricade into sea

Fishers and citizens using their fishing boats lay siege to
Adani port during their protest against Adani Group’s port
development project at Vizhinjam, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday.

JU only state-run univ in country
in QS Sustainability World Ranking Vizhinjam Stir


