
Bldg collapse 
KKoocchhii:: Two migrant work-
ers died after an old
building, where demoli-
tion work was underway,
collapsed at Maradu in
this city on Wednesday.
Both the deceased were
natives of Odisha, police
said. Though the workers
were rushed to the gov-
ernment hospital, they
were declared brought
dead by doctors.

UN meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The UN
Counter-Terrorism
Committee will discuss
ways to deal with terror-
ist groups using the inter-
net, new online payment
mechanism and
unmanned aerial systems.
While the first day's
meeting will take place in
Mumbai on October 28,
the second day's delibera-
tions will take place in
New Delhi the next day.

Jaishankar To Chinese Envoy

BRIEF

Sweets offered by devotees 
at the Kashi Vishwanath temple

as part of a ritual to mark
'Annakut' during Diwali festival

celebrations, in Varanasi,
Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Veteran leader
Mallikarjun Kharge for-
mally took over as
Congress president on
Wednesday and said the
party will break the "sys-
tem of lies and hatred"
prevailing under the cur-
rent government.

Kharge, the first non-
Gandhi to head the party
in 24 years, had defeated
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor in a di-
rect contest for the presi-
dent's post in the grand
old party after the
Gandhis opted out of the
race. Speaking at the
event after he was handed
over the certificate of
election to the top post at
a function at the AICC
headquarters here,
Kharge said it was an
emotional moment for
him and he would like to
thank Congress people for
making a worker's son
and an ordinary worker,
president of the party.

"I know it is a difficult
time, efforts are being
made to change democra-
cy established by
Congress," the 80-year-old
leader said after taking
over as party chief.

"The Congress will
break this system of lies
and hatred that is prevail-
ing in the country," he
said.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 26: 

Maoists killed a 32-year-
old man when he went to
his farm in Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki district,
police said on Wednesday.

The incident took place
on Tuesday in
Ghotiyakanhar village
under Maoist-hit Aundhi
police station area,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Puplesh Patre
said, adding that the exact
reason behind the killing
was yet to be ascertained.

No Maoist pamphlets or
posters were recovered
from the spot, he said.

As per preliminary infor-
mation, a group of armed
Maoists surrounded Manjit
Toppo, a native of Tukam
village located nearby in
the area, when he went to
his farm in Ghotiyakanhar,
the official said.

They killed Toppo and
left the body at the farm, he
said. "The body, which was
later recovered by police,
bore a bullet injury mark
and it seems the man's head
was hit by an axe," the offi-
cial said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Peace and tranquillity in
the border areas are essen-
tial for normal ties be-
tween India and China,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar conveyed to
outgoing Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong
on Wednesday. Jaishankar
made the remarks when
the envoy called on him.

India and China are
locked in a lingering bor-
der standoff in eastern

Ladakh for over 29 months.
The bilateral relationship
came under severe strain
following the deadly clash
in Galwan Valley in
Eastern Ladakh in June,
2020. "Received
Ambassador Sun Weidong
of China for a farewell call.
Emphasized that the devel-
opment of India-China re-
lations is guided by the 3
Mutuals. Peace and tran-
quility in the border areas
is essential," the external
affairs minister tweeted.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday told his
Russian counterpart
Sergei Shoigu that the
Ukraine conflict should be
resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy and the nu-
clear option should not be
resorted to by any side.

In telephonic talks,
Shoigu briefed Singh on
the evolving situation in
Ukraine, including his

concerns about possible
"provocations through use
of 'dirty bomb'", the de-
fence ministry said.

The conversation took
place at the initiative of
the Russian defence min-
ister amid escalation of
hostilities between Russia
and Ukraine. "Singh reit-
erated India's position on
the need to pursue the
path of dialogue and
diplomacy for an early
resolution of the conflict,"
the ministry said.

Kharge takes over
as Cong president

Says will break system of lies, hatred

Newly-elected Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being 
presented certificate of election by Congress Central Election
Authority Chairman Madhusudan Mistry as former party 
president Sonia Gandhi and party MP Rahul Gandhi applaud 
during a ceremony, at AICC Headquarters in New Delhi, Wednesday. 

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday chaired a
meeting of the party's central election committee (CEC) and dis-
cussed the probable candidates for upcoming Gujarat assembly
elections. Former Congress chief Sonia Gandhi was also present at
the meeting, where the party will finalise its candidates for Gujarat.
This is the first meeting chaired by Kharge after assuming the new
charge earlier in the day. 

New Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday set up
a 47-member Steering Committee that includes former prime
minister Manmohan Singh and the party's ex-presidents Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. The interim panel headed by him would
take the place of the Congress Working Committee, the apex
decision-making body, till a new CWC is formed after Kharge's
election is ratified at the party plenary. Most of the members of
the last CWC have been retained in the committee which was
announced hours after Kharge took over as the new party
Congress president. All CWC members and office bearers of the
party tendered their resignations to the new party chief to enable
him to choose his own team.

Kharge chairs CEC meet for Gujarat polls

Kharge forms 47-member Steering Committee

RAJNATH TO RUSSIAN DEFENCE MINISTER

‘Nuclear option should not
be resorted to by any side’

Maoists kill villager;
police launch probe

The incident took place on
Tuesday in Ghotiyakanhar vil-
lage under Maoist-hit Aundhi
police station area. As per
preliminary information, a
group of armed Maoists sur-
rounded Manjit Toppo, a
native of Tukam village locat-
ed nearby in the area, when
he went to his farm in
Ghotiyakanhar.They killed
Toppo and left the body at the
farm.The body, which was
later recovered by police,
bore a bullet injury mark and
it seems the man's head was
hit by an axe.

About the incident

‘Peace and tranquillity
in border essential’

DPS Bhilai organises Interschool
English Debate Competition

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266::  "Education is some-
thing that takes place in a refined
manner outside the classrooms,"
quoted Dr Tapas Mukherjee (From
'The Argumentative Indian' by
Amartya Sen), on the occasion of
the Interschool English Debate
Competition, organised by DPS
Bhilai on E-Learning is transforming
the face of Education in India.
Contestants from various schools of
Bhilai intensely debated on the main
impact of E-Learning. The debate
started at 09:30 hrs. After the formal
welcome extended to the guests,
ceremonial lighting of the lamp was
done by all the dignitaries to the ac-
companiment of Shiv Vandana by
students of DPS Bhilai. The contest-
ants waxed eloquent on the pros
and cons of E-Learning. For the mo-
tion: first position was bagged by
Aastha Tiwari of DPS Bhilai; second

position by Heeral Dhamija of Shri
Shankaracharya Vidyalaya, Amdi
Nagar Hudco; the third position by
Suchita Sinha of DAV Hudco.
Against the motion: first position
was bagged by Divyanshi Panda of
DPS Bhilai; second position by P
Lavanya of Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
Sector 10; the third position by Nidhi
Singh of KPS Bhilai. Based on the
sum of individual performances, the
rolling trophy for the best team was
awarded to Shri Shankaracharya
Vidyalaya, Amdi Nagar Hudco, as
DPS Bhilai, being the host team, did

not compete for the rolling trophy.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Principal Parshant Vashishta men-
tioned, how students need to
analyse the motion for the debate
better and how students need to un-
derstand that the point of debate
was not between offline education
and e-learning, he also gave a few
pointers to the students for their
betterment. Dr Tapas Mukherjee,
one of the judges, spoke about the
finer aspects of debating, and gave
an in-depth background of the skill
of rhetorics. 

District level free Ayush health fair organised

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266:: Under the instruc-
tions of Directorate of AYUSH,
Chhattisgarh Government and
under the guidance of District
Ayurveda Officer Durg, district
level free AYUSH health fair was
organized on Sunday at
Kushabhau Thackeray Mangal
Bhawan in Aditya Nagar Durg. In
this health fair, free consultation
and medicines were distributed
by the practitioners of Indian sys-
tems of medicine including
Ayurveda, Homeopathy and
Unani. At the fair, yoga practition-
ers informed the general public
about the physical and mental
benefits of yoga. 

A special Rangoli competition
related to Ayurveda was organ-
ized in the health fair. Consolation
prizes were distributed to all the
participants along with the first,

second and third position winners.
The program was inaugurated by
the Chief Guest Arun Vora
(Chairman WareHousing
Corporation) by performing
Dhanwantri Vandana. 

Chief Guest Tamradhwaj Sahu
(Home Minister and Public Works
Minister, Government of
Chhattisgarh), Dheeraj Bakliwal
(Mayor, Municipal Corporation
Durg), Special Guest Rajesh Yadav
(Speaker, Municipal Corporation
Durg), distinguished guest
Pratima Chandrakar (Vice
President Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee), special
guest Ajay Kumar Gupta, Amit
Devangan (Councilor, Ward No 19
Municipal Corporation Durg) had
a dignified presence. Ayurveda
doctors, Ramswaroop Markam,
Sushila Banjare, Sonia Hishikar,
Suman Sahu, Lakshmi
Markandey, Satish Kumar Rajput,

Shukant Bhunia, Namrata Yadav,
Geetanjali, Tikeshwari Ganveer,
Ashok Pandit, Homeopathy
Medical Officer Ekta Chandrakar,
Shivani Singh, Monica Chawle,
Unani Rubina Shaheen Ansari,
Yoga doctor Akansha Mishra,
Kalpana Thakur and Ayurveda
staff members Mahesh Banjare,
Dujendra Devangan, Jawahar
Sahu, Maniram Sinha, Tilak Ram,
Khilesh Deshmukh, Saurabh
Pandey, Gajanand Sinha,
Manjubala Ram, Nisha Banjari,
Veena Rajpuria, Sujata Gharde,
Tejram Sahu, Sachin Sharma,
Prakash Singh Thakur, Toran Lal
Thakur, Raju Yadav, Tilak Sao con-
tributed in organising the event. A
total of 493 patients benefited by
getting treatment from Ayurveda,
Homeopathy, Unani Systems.
Aahar Vihar exhibition of medi-
cines and special Amalaki Panah
was kept in the camp. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26:
Continuing the annual tra-
dition of participating in
customary rituals, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Janjgiri village
and Kumhari of Patan
block on Tuesday and of-
fered prayers to 'Gaura-
Gauri' and wished for the
happiness and prosperity
of the people of the state.

On this occasion,
Birender Thakur per-
formed the customary rit-
ual of whipping the wrist
of Baghel with a 'Sonte'. It
is a popular belief that
during the 'Gaura-Gauri'
Puja, being whipped with
a 'sonte', turns away evils
and unpleasant situa-
tions, and brings prosperi-
ty. Baghel takes part in
this customary ritual
every year.

After reaching Janjgiri,
the Chief Minister greet-
ed the people on Diwali.
He wished that the 'festi-
val of lights' would light
up the lives of people. He
said, "I feel very happy to
come amongst you and
share the joy of Diwali
with you every time".

He also participated in
the 'Gaura-Gauri' Puja in
Kumhari. He greeted the
people on Diwali and

wished them for their
happiness and prosperity.
He also took a tour of the
city and met with people.
Everyone gave him a
warm welcome.

He also enjoyed the
music of traditional
'Gadwa Baja' at Kumhari.
The whole city gathered
in the streets on this aus-
picious occasion and peo-
ple were dancing and en-
joying the occasion.

‘Swachtta Shiromani’ award given to 
employee of Personnel department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: A unique
and novel competition re-
garding cleanliness of
workplace was held for
staff of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Personnel- Power &
Electrical on October 22 on
the auspicious occasion of
Dhanteras. The winner
Dameshwari Belsar,
Section Officer was award-
ed a glittering Swachhta
Shiromani shield.

The staff had been in-
formed in advance about
the competition for ade-

quate preparation thereby
enabling their enthusias-
tic and active participa-
tion. A two-member evalu-
ation team comprising of
KK Sahu, SM, ED (P&A)
secretariat and Nisha

Baul, Manager (Personnel-
HRIS) evaluated the staff
on 10 parameters. Some of
the parameters for evalua-
tion were neatness of
work-desk, labelling of
almirahs and files, cleanli-

ness of desk drawers, indi-
vidual dressing sense, pro-
ductive use of space and
disposal of waste materi-
als etc. The competition
was held under 'Special
Campaign 2.0' recently
launched on October 2,
2022 by the Government of
India which aims to focus
on the timely disposal of
pending references in gov-
ernment offices and de-
partments, as well as a
clean workspace. The com-
petition was organised by
Personnel officers of
Power and Electrical.

Man touches livewire at
Durg Railway Station

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: A shocking
incident was reported from
Durg Railway Station on
Sunday. A man climbed on
the top of a train and
touched the high voltage
electricity wire. He suf-
fered a strong electric
shock and fell on the train
roof. The entire incident
was caught by a passenger
on his mobile phone.

Sparks flying after a loud
bang are visible in the
video. Men of RPF and
GRP rushed him to District
Hospital and thereafter to
Medical College Hospital in
Raipur. The man is under-
going treatment at Medical
College Hospital in Raipur
and his condition was re-
ported to be critical.

According to informa-
tion, the man is identified
as Ravi, a resident of
Janjgir - Champa. He had
migrated to Punjab to work

as a labourer. He was re-
portedly returning home in
Amritsar - Korba
Chhattisgarh Express. On
Sunday morning, the train
reached Durg Junction and
stopped at Platform
Number 4.

Meanwhile, the youth
climbed on the top of the
bogie. RPF and GRP per-
sonnel spotted the youth
and persuaded him to come
down. But the youth did not
come down and suddenly
touched the OHE line.

Within a second, he got en-
gulfed in flames with a loud
bang.

The youth fell on the roof
of the bogie after which the
RPF and GRP personnel
brought him down and
rushed him to District
Hospital. In view of his
critical condition, the
youth was shifted to
Medical College Hospital in
Raipur. The onlookers were
shocked to witness this in-
cident. It is yet unclear why
he took the extreme step.

Govardhan Puja celebrated
with fervour at Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: Govardhan
Puja was celebrated with
fervour at 226 gauthans
across the district on
Wednesday. As per the in-
structions of the state gov-
ernment, Gauthan Diwas
was also celebrated on this
auspicious day. The public
representatives and admin-
istrative officials reached
the gauthans at different
villages and civic bodies
and performed the rituals
of Govardhan Puja.

The cows were fed 'khich-
di' and worshiped in the tra-
ditional manner. They were
also decorated with Sohai.
Gauthan Diwas was cele-
brated in Gauthans across
the district. The members of
Gauthan Samiti along with
the villagers celebrated this
festival in Gauthans with

gusto. Sohai was tied to the
cattle in the traditional
manner. After performing
the religious rituals,
Khichdi was fed to the cattle.

All the villagers conduct-
ed discussions to work for
strengthening Gauthans.
The villagers also took a
pledge for donating paira

(paddy straws) for cattle in
Gauthans. Villagers stated
that like every year, this
time also sufficient quanti-
ty of paira will be donated
so that there is adequate
arrangement of fodder for
animals in Gauthan. Along
with this, the office bearers
of the Gauthan committee

also took significant deci-
sions regarding the
progress of Gauthan.

Discussion was held on
management of grazing
lands, health of cattle,
breed improvement, pro-
duction of green fodder.
The event was organised at
villages Khajri, Albaras,

Bhothli, Matwari, Chicha,
Dhamdha, Funda,
Mohandi, Patan, Kesra,
Aktai, Birauda, Ghotwani,
Thanaud and other places.
Gauthan Diwas was also or-
ganized in urban Gauthans.
Gauthan Diwas was organ-
ized in a very joyful atmos-
phere.
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Chief Minister attends ‘Gaura-Gauri’ puja
p  Baghel gets whipped for the prosperity of people

12-year-old boy mur-
dered in Ruda (Anda)

Bhilai, Oct 26: A 12-year-
old boy was murdered in
village Ruda of Anda
Police Station limits. The
boy had been missing since
October 21. The body,
packed in a bag, was recov-
ered on Monday from an
agricultural farm situated
on the banks of River
Sheonath. Police have
launched investigations.
According to information,
the deceased was Sameer
Sahu (12) son of
Khileshwar Sahu a resi-
dent of Village Ruda
(Khada) of Anda Police
Station limits. The boy had
suddenly gone missing on
October 21. His family
members tried to search
him at possible places but
were unable to find him.
Later they lodged an FIR at
the police station. Police
launched investigations
and activated the network
of informers. Meanwhile,
the villagers informed po-
lice that foul smell was
emerging from a gunny bag
lying on agricultural land
at the outskirts of the vil-
lage. Police team reached
the spot and found that a
child's body was packed in
a gunny bag. Soon the de-
ceased was identified as
Sameer Sahu. Police con-
ducted the crime scene in-
vestigation and sent the
body for autopsy after per-
forming inquest. There
were injury marks on his
body. Police are interrogat-
ing the family members
and villagers. Police
claimed that the assailants
will be trapped soon.
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Traditional ‘Devari Tihar’ 
celebration at CM’s residence

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel commenced the
festivities of Govardhan Puja
and Devari Tihar by worshiping
Gauri Gaura at his residence
premises.

On this occasion, Advisor to
Chief Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
Mineral Development
Corporation Girish Devangan,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board Rajendra
Tiwari, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Civil Supplies
Corporation Ram Gopal
Agarwal, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Women’s
Commission Dr. Kiranmayi
Nayak, District Cooperative
Bank President Pankaj
Sharma, Vice-Chancellor of
Indira Arts and Music
University Mamta Chandrakar,
Vice-Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University
Dr. Girish Chandel, Prajapita
Ishwariya Vishwavidyalaya
Prajapati Kamla Didi and many
other public representatives
and dignitaries are present.

Two nabbed in killing of
Maggi Point’s owner

Raipur, Oct 26: Two ac-
cused who killed the
owner of the firm
Maharaja Maggie-Point-
Ajay Goswami turned out
to his own employees and
have been nabbed by the
capital police on Tuesday
afternoon. It is learnt that
after the murder both
were planning to run
away, but the police man-
aged to nab the two before
they can escape. A case
under section 302 of IPC
has been filed against the
accused and the case be-
longs to Mana area.

Mana police informed
that on Tuesday afternoon
at 2:00 pm, it was due to

some old rivalry that the
two accused murdered
Ajay Goswami. The owner
of Maharaj Maggie Point
at VIP Road was mur-
dered in broad daylight
and the two accused were
his own employees. Two
after the murdered were
planning to run away and
due to timely action by the
police were nabbed near
Bhatagaon Bus Stand on
the same day.

During interrogation,
the two accused informed
that they used to work in
Maharaja Maggie Point
and used to live there it-
self. Duo charged that he

used to trouble them a lot
and take long hours of
working and does not
used to pay well on time.
Both had even raised de-
mand to pay money on
time and clear their old
balance, but it fell on deaf
ears. So both decided to
quit the work and take
rest and it was here that
Goswami arrived and
asked them to start work-
ing. On this both said they
are on leave and will not
work. On this Ajay
Goswami started beating
them with wooden stick
nearby and due to which
both lost their temper and
snatched the thick wood-
en stick from Goswami’s
hand and attacked him
badly on his head and
other parts of the body
and murdered him and
decided to run away. But
both were nabbed by po-
lice on time.

BJP to hold Assembly segment
meet for 4 seats today

Raipur, Oct 26: Getting into
election mode, the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has organized
Legislative Assembly seg-
ment-level meetings on
Thursday. Party’s Regional
Organizational General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal and
other senior leaders would be
present during the meeting
to be held at Ekatma
Parishar on Thursday morn-
ing.

According to the informa-
tion received, separate meet-
ings of all the four
Legislative Assembly seg-
ments has been organized at
party office. Raipur West
party rank and file would be
addressed at the first meeting
at Ekatma Parishar from
10.30 onwards which would
be followed with separate
meeting of party leaders
from Raipur Rural segment,

Raipur North and Raipur
South Legislative Assembly
segments in the evening.

As the above meeting
would be held in presence of
Regional General Secretary
Organization Ajay Jamwal,
the party office-bearers are
likely to be given task at
booth level programmes as
well as campaigns to remain
associated with people.

It would be further signifi-
cant, as the senior party
leader Jayanti Patel has been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of Raipur Urban BJP
President. It is notable that
the entire above four-assem-
bly segment falls under the
jurisdiction of Raipur Urban
Unit. Former MLA
Shrichand Sundrani was re-
cently removed the post fol-
lowed a series of exercise
being initiated to strengthen
the Organization.

Farmers be allowed to deposit paddy
with up to 20% moist paddy: BJP

Raipur, Oct 26:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
raised demand from the
state government to pro-
cure even the 20% moist
paddy during the paddy
procurement campaign
scheduled to begin from
November 1 across
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the State BJP
General Secretary Vijay
Sharma said that ques-
tioned the alleged incom-
plete preparations on
part of the state govern-

ment to procure paddy
from November 1 and
also raised doubts over
the intention of govern-
ment. He claimed that
the employees and man-
agers of various co-oper-
ative societies are agitat-
ed as the government is
not considering their se-
ries of demands includ-
ing the commission
amount and transporta-
tion charges in paddy
procurement.

Sharma alleged that
instead of considering to
provide justice to the em-
ployees, the state govern-
ment has resorted to po-
litical appointments by
nominating Congmen
into various co-operative
societies which he
claimed is sheer violat-
ing of the co-operative

norms. BJP General
Secretary said that on-
line with the system in-
troduced in
Utterakhand, the state
government should here
also procure paddy with
20% moist to provide re-
lief to them. He said that
the state government
should immediately di-
rect the officials to issue
circular to allow the
farmers with 20% moist
be allowed to deposit
their produce against
limit of 17% moist in the
paddy procurement
process.

He further added that
the state government
should ensure that paddy
procurement process is
not affected with the re-
ported anomalies in the
system.

Eight accused nabbed, two
seriously injured 

Raipur, Oct 26: It was
amidst some old rivalry
there were heated ex-
change and attack by
youth using swords,
knives and sticks during
immersion of idols of
‘Gauri-Gaura’ in Durga
Nagar under Telibandha
thana here on Tuesday
night. In this four persons
have got injured and out
of which two are reported
to be serious. On hearing

about the incident,
Telibandha police
reached the site and sent
the injured persons to
hospital and nabbed 8 ac-
cused involved from ei-
ther side and taking fur-
ther action into the case.

As per reports in this
regard, some controversy
erupted between youths
from Amlidih and Shyam
Nagar watching immer-
sion of ‘Gauri-Gaura’ in
Shyam Nagar on Tuesday
night at around 2:00 am.
In no time the controver-

sy got heated up and
reached to an extent that
knives, swords and sticks
were used to attack each
other. In this four persons
have got injured and two
are reported to be critical,
viz. Himanshu Nihal and
Nikhil Yadav. The Police
has seized the knives,
swords, and sticks and
iron rods used in the
crime along with two mo-
torcycles and 1 Activa ve-
hicle.

Among the accused ar-
rested are Lacchu Soni

S/o Kuber Soni (20), R/o
BSUP Colony, H. No. J-2,
Amlidih Thana, New
Rajendra Nagar and
Pradeep Tandi alias
Pappu S/o Late
RajeshTandi (19), R/o
BSUP Colony, H.NO.24,;
Teerath Sona alias
Golden S/o Kartik Sona
(27), R/o BSUP Colony, H.
No. 03, Dinesh Deep alias
Imran S/o Lakheshwar
Deep (20), R/o BSU
Colony H.No. F 03 and
Prahlad Bag S/o Haridas
Bag (22) R/o BSUP
Colony, Block H, H.No. 9
and Govind Sona alias
Govinda S/o Kuber Sona
(23) R/o Amlidih, H.No.2;
Dharam Chatri S/o
Banvas Chatri (25), R/o
BSUP Colony Block-C.
and  minor boy R/o
Amlidih and all coming
under New Rajendra
Nagar Thana area.

CM’s GREETINGS

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being greeted by Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel as he 

assumes charge, at AICC Headquarters, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

During scuffle
between two
groups at the time
of ‘Gauri-Gaura’ on
Tuesday night in
Durga Nagar

Knives, swords, iron
rods used in attack
seized

Dr Mahant condoles
demise of former MLA

Deepak Patel
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Dr Charandas Mahant on
Wednesday expressed grief
over the demise of former MLA
of Manendragarh Deepak Patel
who died during treatment.

In his condolence message,
the Assembly Speaker Mahant
termed late Deepak Patel to be
a simple and humble person
and his demise has resulted in
loss of a political leader. He
added that late Patel would be
remembered for his contribu-
tion for the development of
Chhattisgarh and added that
he was always vocal over the
problems of his Legislative
Assembly constituency.

Meanwhile, the BJP
President Arun Sao and BJP
General Secretary Pawan Sai
also paid tributes to late MLA
Deepak Patel during the funer-
al performed on Wednesday
morning.

Sharma asks 
government to
ensure smooth
paddy procurement
process from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 26: It was
after holding talks with
the complainant and peo-
ple near the site of the in-
cident, the Khamardih
Police nabbed the accused
Sanni Pal on charges of at-
tacking one Prateek Yadav
for not giving him cash to
take liquor. A case under
section 294, 323, 327 and 507
of IPC and 25 and 26 of
Arms Act was filed
against him and sent him
to judicial custody.

The complainant
Matar Singh Yadav filed
a complaint in Thana
Khamardih that his rela-
tive Rajesh Yadav came
in the evening and in-
formed him that Prateek
Yadav has been attacked
by Sanni Pal by some
sharp edged weapon. On
reaching the site, he
found that his younger
brother Prateek Yadav
has been hit in the left-

side of chest and he was
profusely bleeding.

On inquiring about the
incident, victim Prateek
Yadav informed that
Sanni Pal was asking for
cash for liquor from him
and on denial he attacked
him near the lower chest
apart from scolding him
and threatened him to
kill as well and then left
away. On this the police
filed the case and man-
aged to locate Sanni Pal,
hiding somewhere in
Khamardih area. The ac-
cused has accepted his
crime of attacking
Prateek Yadav.

One nabbed for attacking
a youth in Khamardih

For not giving him
cash for liquor

Raipur, Oct 26: On the
occasion of
Chhattisgarh State
Foundation Day on
November 01, all the gov-
ernment buildings of the
state will be illuminated
at night. General

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has issued
necessary guidelines in
the context to all the
Heads of Departments,
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners and
Collectors.

Govt buildings will be 

illuminated on Nov 1
Were trying to
escape through bus
route; arrested near
Bhatagaon  Bus
Stand

‘GOVARDHAN PUJA’

Chairman of Chhattisgarh Gou Aayog Mahant Ramsunder Das offered prayers and
‘Khichadi’ as per rituals on occasion of ‘Govardhan Puja’ here on Wednesday.

BLESSINGS OF SEER

CM Bhupesh Baghel took blessings of Seer Shri Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati
Maharaj of Jyotirmath Uttarakhand at Shankaracharya Ashram in Boriyakala, Raipur,
on his maiden arrival here on Tuesday.

CHMO reviews national-level
health programmes

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  As per instruc-
tions by Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr RS Singh, Blocm
Medical officer (BMO) Dr Uttam
Singh convened a block-level
meeting related to health that of
people from Sonpur and
Bhaiyathan. In this meeting all the
national-level health programmes
were reviewed, viz. NVBDCP,
NTEP, NLEP, IDSP, NHMP, NCDO
(NTCP, NPHCE, NPCDCM), and
asked to get FI validation done
through PDA and ensure entry of
HMIS cent percent within 15 days.
He directed all the employees and
officers of the health department
to conduct tours as per their pro-
gramme. Further he directed the
officers to promote institutional
delivery, registration of pregnant
women, hold wellness activity,
provide tele-consultation, MDR,
CDR, Malaria slides, blindness
eradication, TB, NCD screening,
C-Back form, de-addiction, family
planning, leprosy eradication,
complete vaccination, maternal
health, preparing Ayushman card
of eligible beneficiary through

VAE and CHO and promote about
it maximum possible. Further he
asked to prepare the list of
cataract-free villages and sent
the patients ready to cataract
operation to the District Hospital
and remaining in their headquar-
ters should ensure cent-percent
achievement of all the above
health programmes. He directed
all the regional employees not to
leave without prior permission of
their senior officers and warned
to take strict action, if violated.
For slow progress in the review
meeting, he directed to issue
notices to 3 employees and
directed them to complete their
works within a month’s time. He
also gave instructions to block
cent percent the Ayushman cards
for IPDs in all the institutions
soon. Meeting was attended by
sector in-charge Arif Ansari, KP
Ravi BETO, Amit Chourasia,
Madan Arya, Ajay Ravi, Prabhati
Rai observer, rural health conven-
er Mahendra Sahu, Manoj Bada,
Brijit, Pujadas, Seema, Bipin,
Rabendra and others.

Fire breaks out in Gramin
Bank, Kusmunda branch

Korba, Oct 26: Fire broke
out in the Chhattisgarh
Gramin Bank  in Korba
and in this many impor-
tant documents and com-
puters were gutted in fire.
On hearing about the
same, Fire-brigade  team
of SECL rushed to the site
and tried to gain control
on fire. The reasons be-
hind the fire could not be
known.

The incident is that of
Chhattisgarh Gramin
Bank of Kusmunda
(rural), where the fire
broke out on Tuesday
night and it is expected
due to short-circuit.

Bank Manager Sandeep
Rupchandani informed
that fire was brought
under control well on time
and the documents inside
the record room are safe.
There was no loss to the
cash kept in the Bank, but
the tables, chairs, comput-
ers and other few impor-
tant documents have been
gutted in fire. The police is
trying to find out the rea-
sons behind the fire break-

ing out in the Bank and
the actual loss is being cal-
culated, he added.

TI Rajesh Jangde said
that the house in which
the Gramin Bank was fu
nctional was in the name
of one ‘Dadu Singh’ and he
anticipated fire likely due
to short-circuit. On the
other hand, the police is
also searching for footages
in the CCTV camera in-
stalled in the bank.

Three nabbed in abduction
and beating case

Janjgir-Champa, Oct 26: It
was based upon complaint by
the complainant Anand
Kumar (48) R/o Karhi under
Thana Birra that one Raju
Diwakar of Pamgarh along
with his two other friends
came in a motorcycle on
Tuesday morning and started
beating his son and forcibly
kidnapped him and took him
near Kathi bridge. Here they
used foul language with his
son and had threatened him
to kill. From here they again
took him in their motorcycle
to Birra country liquor shop
and after halting here for
sometime took him to
Basantpur Chowk and after
beating him once again left
him there. It was based upon

this a case was lodged under
section 363, 365, 294, 503, 323,
34 of IPC and matter was
taken into investigation.

Taking the matter serious-
ly, the accused Raju Diwakar
and his two other colleagues
were taken into arrest and in-
terrogated. All three accused
accepted their crime and the
police seized the Honda CB
Shine motorcycle from their
possession. The accused Raju
is 20 yrs, Jasiwal is 24 and

Santish Khare is 20 and all
are R/o Chandipara and all
three were sent to judicial
custody on Oct 25.

Among the policemen who
acted promptly in this case
included SI Pushpraj Sahu,
Ghanshyam Patel, head con-
stable Mohit Dewangan,
Bhagirathi Netam, Narendra
Patre, constable Rajesh
Kaushik, Kartik Kanwar and
gave valuable contribution in
solving this crime.

Collector gives patient
hearing in ‘Janchaupal’
Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Oct 26:
Collector Kundan
Kumar convened
‘Janchaupal’ on Tuesday
morning and gave pa-
tients hearing to griev-
ances of the people and
instructed the con-
cerned to sort out their
complaints at the 
earliest.

OneSativa Singh from
Gram Jabar of
B a l r a m p u r -
Ramanujganj raised de-
mand to provide her
‘protsahan rashi’, saying
that it was last in August
that she delivered a baby
in District Hospital
Ambikapur and has not
received the amount
even after making many
applications.

Vidyasagar Gupta,
R/o Srigarh of
Ambikapur demanded
solution to encroach-
ment on his piece of
land by an encroacher
and informed the
Collector that due to
lack of demarcation and
updation in Kh.No.
record that this problem
is arising. In the same
way, a peon Durga
Prasad postedin ‘Nazart
Branch’ urged the
Collector to provided
him arrears, time-bound
promotion due to him.

On all these cases the
Collector directed the
concerned officer to sort
out the cases and with
this ‘Janchaupal’ by the
Collector, the people are
getting solution to their
grievances well on time.

27 gamblers nabbed with gambling money of Rs 3 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Oct 26:
Kanker district police
conducting raid in
Chindpal village nabbed
27 gamblers found gam-
bling  and seized cash of
more than Rs 3 lakh
from their possession
along with 19 mobile
phones, 1 two-wheeler
and 3 four-wheeler vehi-
cles. The case is that of
Badgaon thana area.

As per information in
this regard, it was on tip
from an informer to

Pakhanjur police that in
Badapara area of
Chindpal village of
Badgaon thana the gam-
blers are enjoying gam-

bling and huge amount
has been put on stake.
Based upon this the
Pakhanjur police gave
information to Badgaon

police and both together
formed a team and raid-
ed the village.

Since the place hap-
pens to be in naxal sen-
sitive areas, the gam-
blers were confident
that the police wil not
conduct raid and that
too during festive sea-
son.

Here the gamblers
were playing using pack
of cards and enjoying
drinks and party. It was
here that the police con-
ducted raid and nabbed
27 gamblers.

Though the number
of gamblers was high as
many managed to es-
cape taking advantage

of darkness and the po-
lice recovered a total of
Rs 3 lakh from the gam-
bling site. It was on
Tuesday late in the
evening that the police
issued a press note to
the media and informed
about the incident.

It is notable here that
SP Kaner Salab Sinha
has given strict instruc-
tions to all the TIs of the
district to take firm ac-
tion against gambling,
betting, ‘satta’ and other
such illegal activities
and in view of this the
TIs along with team are
regularly conducting
raids and patrolling to
avoid the same.

Mahadev Ghat cleaned 
for Chhath festivity

Raipur, Oct 26:
Volunteers of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) Mahadev
Ghat Raipur cleaned
Kharun river and
Mahadev Ghat on
Wednesday morning.

The members of the
committee reached
Mahadev Ghat in the
morning hours at
Mahadev Ghat and donat-
ed their labour to clean
Mahadev Ghat along the
Kharun river. Garbage in
large quantity was taken
out from the Kharun
river. The cleanliness
drive was held under the
leadership of Chief of
CMAS Mahadev Ghat
Rajesh Kumar Singh.

M ayo r - i n - C o u n c i l
(MiC) member of Raipur
Municipal Corporation

Nagbhushan Rao,
Congress party
spokesperson RP Singh,
volunteers of the CMAS
Ravindra Singh, Sunil
Singh, Shashi Singh,
Satyendra Singh
Gautam, Parmanand
Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Ram Vilas Singh, Jayant
Singh, Brijesh Singh,
Amarjeet Singh, Santosh

Singh, Jaiprakash Singh,
Mukul Srivastava,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Saroj Singh, Ajay
Sharma, Sanjay Singh,
Chhattisgarhi folk singer
Dilip Shadangi and other
members participated in
the cleanliness drive, in-
forms Chief of the
CMAS Rajesh Kumar
Singh.

CMAS invites CM for the ‘Chhath parv’
Raipur, Oct 26: A delega-
tion from Chhath
Mahaparv Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) paid cour-
tesy call to CM Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence in
Bhilai on Thursday under
leadership of Rajesh
Kumar Singh. They invit-
ed CM Baghel to take part
in the Chhath Mahaparv
to be oranised on the
banks of Kharun River in
Mahadev Ghat. Accepting
the same, CM said that
that the Chhath festival
organised in Mahadev
Ghat near the banks of
Kharun river at historical
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Dhaam holds special at-
traction and wished
‘Chhath Vrratis’ for its
grand success.

The head of CPAS

Rajesh Kumar Singh in-
formed that in the four-
day ‘Chhath Parv’ to be
organised from Oct 28 to
31, the ritual of ‘nahai-
khai’ will be observed on
Oct 28 and ‘Lohanda-
Kharna’ on Oct 29 and
‘Sadhya Ardhya’ on Oct 30

and ‘Usha Ardhya’ on Oct
31. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, mem-
bers of the Samiti Sunil
Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Shivshankar Singh, Ajay
Singh, Anil Singh, and
others were present.

Recent advances on developing
sustainable energy solutions 

Raipur, Oct 26:
Highlighting one among
the various innovations in
research being conducted
at IIT Bhilai, researchers
from the institute are
working towards the devel-
opment of large-area, sta-
ble perovskite solar cells.
Led by Dr. Dhriti Sundar
Ghosh (Assistant
Professor, Physics), the
group includes Dr. Sanjib
Banerjee (Associate
Professor, Chemistry), Dr.
Nikhil Chander (Assistant
Professor, Electrical
Engineering and
Computer Science), Dr.

Satyajit Gupta (Assistant
Professor, Chemistry) and
Dr. Soumya Gangopadhyay
(Associate Professor,
Mechanical Engineering).
This project is funded by
the Department of Science
and Technology (DST)
under the Nanomission
scheme and has a project
value of Rs 138 lakhs.

Harvesting energy effec-
tively is one of the biggest
challenges that we face in
protecting the future of
our planet. Researchers
from around the world
have been attracted to re-
newable energy and are on
a spree to tap solar and
wind power to fulfill the de-
mands of the market.

Joining this cause, re-
searchers at IIT Bhilai are
continuously working to-
wards developing sustain-
able energy solutions. Two
projects are being under-
taken in the field for the de-
velopment of solar cells
based on perovskite mate-
rial, a highly efficient
emerging photovoltaic
technology. Perovskite
solar cells can convert light
into electricity and are po-
tentially cheaper and sim-
pler to produce than tradi-
tional silicon-based solar
cells. Also, these materials
have demonstrated better
efficiency levels.

Very recently, the re-
search group demonstrat-

ed an ultrathin (5nm), inex-
pensive material which
can be used in perovskite
solar cells achieving a sim-
ilar level of efficiency. This
copper metal-based materi-
al is about 250 times lower
in cost than the conven-
tionally used material and
is abundantly available.
The group has achieved
~15% efficient solar cells
here at the laboratory. The
group plans to check the
real-time performance of
the developed solar cells in
the highly demanding con-
dition outdoors in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. The results
were published recently in
Solar Energy which is a re-
puted journal in the field.

Additionally, other proj-
ects being carried out by
Dr. Ghosh, aim to develop
semi-transparent per-
ovskite solar cells for build-
ing window applications.
Semi-transparent photo-
voltaic technologies can be
applied by replacing fa-
cades and roofs in conven-
tional buildings and coat-
ings on vehicles to produce
energy from sunlight. By
utilizing transparent elec-
trodes, semitransparent
perovskite solar cells could
be extensively utilized as
solar windscreen. This
project is sponsored by
Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB)
under the Early Career
Research Award (ECRA)
scheme and is worth Rs
55.77 lakhs. Another proj-
ect being led by Dr. Ghosh
is aimed at developing
novel transparent elec-
trodes for solar cells, i.e.,
materials which are trans-
parent as well as electrical-
ly conductive at the same
time. This project is funded
by SERB and is worth 
Rs 35 lakhs.
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At IIT Bhilai

In Gram Chindpal of 
Bhadgaon thana area

That of son of Anand

Kumar, R/o Gram Karhi

 Results in loss of 
furniture, computers
and few important
documents



Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, Oct 26: On
occasion of 'Govardhan
Puja' in Koriya district,
traditional prayers and rit-
uals to the livestock and
agriculture equipments
was offered by the vil-
lagers. The district-level
'Govardhan Puja' was orag-
nised in Gram Gouthan
'Narkeli'.

V-P District Panchayat
Vedanti Tiwari along with
Collector VK Langeh, CEO
District Panchayat
Namrata Jain offered
prayers to cattle following
the traditional rituals and
sought blessings for peace
and prosperity of all.

The traditional festival
of 'Govardhan Puja' in
Gram Narkeli of District
hq's Baikunthpur was ob-
served as 'Gouthan Diwas'
and it was in the presence
of the local public repre-
sentatives in entire district
that prayers and rituals
were offered to the cattle
and other livestock.

Apart from this semi-
nars were also organised
to make the 'Gouthans' self-
sufficient in all the places
and the farmers were in-
formed about the benefits
in milk production on

usage of green fodder to
cattle in the 'Gouthans'
provided by the Animal
Husbandry department.

They were also informed
about the free-of-cost im-
provement in the breeds of
the cattle through
Artificial Insemination
(AI) being run by the state
government and how to get
regular vaccination to all
the livestock from time-to-
time and other relevant in-
formation. Apart from this
they were also provided
guidance on how to make
vermi-compost and use it
in the farming for agricul-
ture purpose.

During 'Govardhan
Puja', Collector addressing
the farmers, women said
that under the 'Suraji' yo-
jana of the state govern-
ment, all the Goudhans in
the villages have been
made centre of care for
cattle and other animals
and they are also acting as
source of livelihood for all
the women, youths of the
village.

To ensure that the
health of the livestock
with each farmer or family
is good and they live dis-
ease-free then only the
standard of living of the
farmers will rise high. For

this it is necessary that all
the concerned be attached
to 'Gouthans' with full
commitment and dedica-
tion and avail benefits of
the government schemes
and surge ahead in their
life.

On this occasion CEO
District Panchayat Vedanti
Tiwari also urged the
farmers to take benefit of
'Gouthans' and work hard
for good health and breed
of their livestock and earn
better livelihood.

On this occasion
Collector Langeh directed
the animal husbandry de-
partment to provide vacci-
nation to all the livestock
on time and give informa-
tion about the same to
farmers and those cattle
ranchers.

GOVARDHAN PUJA

RRaajjiimm::  Due to Solar eclipse on Tuesday, ‘Govardhan Puja’ was held here on Wednesday and on this occasion the farmers,

cattle ranchers first offered good bath to cattle and then offered 'Khichadi' and 'bada-puri' to them as per rituals.

RS MP of AAP Sandeep Pathak accorded warm welcome

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Oct 26: Rajya
Sabha MP from Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Dr
Sandeep Pathak was ac-
corded warm welcome by
the party workers of
Balodabazar- Bhatapara on
his arrival here on
Tuesday. AAP leader
Kamal Mahan informed
that Pathak went to
Mungeli from Raipur and
held talks with the party
workers there.

In the welcome pro-
gramme held in Simga,
more than 100 party work-
ers were present. On this
occasion RS MP Pathak
was accompanied along
with AAP state in-Charge
and MLA from Delhi
Buradi Sanjeev Jha and
AAP State President
Komal Hupendi. On this oc-
casion Jagannath
Mahilang, Kamal Mahan,
Mehboob Ali Farouqi,
Rohit Patil, Bharat Singh
Chouhan, Dilip Fekar,

Kartik Nishad, suresh
Jiswal, Rohit Kurre and
other party workers were
present in large number.

On this occasion
Sandeep Pathak extended
greetings on occasion of
Diwali to all the party
workers and said that in
line with Delhi and Punjab,
they will bring change in
Chhattisgarh as well and
appealed all of them to
maintain the same enthusi-
asm and energy for next VS
polls in the state.

GPM police arrests absconding accused 
Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Oct 26: Victim on
September 24, 2022 pro-
duced a written applica-
tion at the police station
that the accused
Chandrasekhar(19), resi-
dent of village Mudapara
Newsa, PS Gaurela, GPM
district who from the be-
ginning lived at his rela-
tive's house in village
Dongratola. Here the ac-
cused made a love affair
with the victim and estab-
lished physical relation-
ship with him.

A case was lodged
against the accused in
Gaurela PS and after ar-
resting on September 26
produced before the court
for further action. The ac-
cused was lodged in the

district jail Gorakhpur
and on October 20, 2022
produced before the court
for hearing. In the
evening while the ac-
cused was lodged in the
bus he pushed a police
personnel and escaped
from the scene.

The police staff on duty
could not catch him and
the matter was reported

to the higher authorities.
SP U Uday Kiran immedi-
ately formed a team
which was led by ASP
Mrs Archana Jha and
SDOP Ashok
Wadwgaokar. The team
registered a case and
launched a hunt for the
accused by forming dif-
ferent teams.

In between constable

Naresh Kaiwart posted in
PS Gaurela received a
message in his mobile
that the accused
Chandrasekhar is seen in
his village. The police
party was immediately
dispatched for the village
but by the time police
party reached Newsa ac-
cused had left from that
place.

On strongly interrogat-
ing the house members of
the accused it was in-
formed that accused is
hiding in his relative's
place at village Karanjia
in MP. The police team
immediately reached the
village and arrested the
accused and brought to
PS Gaurela. He was again
produced before the
court.
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Minor girl raped by street
vendor; accused held

Central Chronicle News

GGaarriiaabbaanndd,,  OOcctt  2266::  A street ven-
dor allegedly raped a 12-year-
old girl in her house in
Gariaband district ,police said
on Tuesday. The incident took
place on Monday in a village lo-
cated under Gariaband City
Kotwali police station limits and
the accused, aged 45, has been
arrested, they said.

As per the complaint of the
victim's family, the accused,
who sells snacks on streets, fol-
lowed the girl on watching her
going alone inside her old house
located close to her newly built

residence. The accused barged
inside the house and allegedly
sexually assaulted the girl, an of-
ficial said, quoting the com-
plaint. On hearing the girl's
screams, a woman in the neigh-
bourhood called the victim's
elder sister and when the duo
reached the spot, the accused
fled, he said. Based on the police
complaint, the accused was ar-
rested on Monday night and
booked for rape and also under
relevant sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
the official said. Further investi-
gation was underway, he added.

Fake flood victims receive compensation 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Oct 26: After the
flood on July 14, 2022, in
Konta of Sukma district,
there is still resentment
among the people. The vic-
tims complained that the
administration has treated
them step-motherly.

The people whose homes
were destroyed in the flood,
even after the destruction,
the government help has

been received only from 07
to 09 thousand, while those
whose houses have neither
reached the flood water nor
the houses have been dam-
aged, are also provided gov-
ernment help by the admin-
istrative army.

Financial assistance has

been given ranging from
Rs 23000 to Rs 33000. In
such a situation, once
again in Konta Nagar, the
public has started asking
the reason for irregulari-
ties, expressing displeas-
ure with the Tahsildar
Konta Rupesh Markam,

SDM Konta Bansing
Netam and other Konta of-
ficers and employees.

The Chhattisgarh State
Government has probably
forgotten the 2006 floods
because after the 2006
floods, many people of
ward number 14-15 had left
their broken houses and
made their shelter in other
wards. But after the cur-
rent flood on July 14, 2022,
it seemed that the number
of houses in these two set-
tlements would have
reached only 300.

Fake people were also
given government help
without knowing the num-

ber of houses and voter list
of all the wards, that too the
amount was given to them
more than the flood affected
families. Due to which once
again the people of the city
have made up their mind to
sit on dharna.

What tehsildar says….
When asked on this issue,

Konta Tahsildar Rupesh
Markam refused to disclose
the amount given to the flood
victims, initially he refused to
come to give the list and later
he said that do not call in the
district, if you want to give as-
sistance to someone, then tell
me, I will get them done.

p Tehsildar, SDM fail to
cross-check before
distributing amount About the case

The incident took place on
Monday in a village located under
Gariaband City Kotwali police sta-
tion limits and the accused, aged 45,
has been arrested. As per the com-
plaint of the victim's family, the ac-
cused, who sells snacks on streets,
followed the girl on watching her
going alone inside her old house lo-
cated close to her newly built resi-
dence. The accused barged inside
the house and allegedly sexually as-
saulted the girl. On hearing the
girl's screams, a woman in the
neighbourhood called the victim's
elder sister and when the duo
reached the spot, the accused fled.

p By AAP party workers of
Balodabazar-Bhatapara

‘Govardhan Puja’ celebrated as per rituals
In all ‘Gouthans’ of Koriya district
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Another BJP leader quits party

Hyderabad, Oct 26 (PTI): 

BJP leader in
Telangana Rapolu
Ananda Bhaskar on
Wednesday resigned from
the primary membership
of the party and is likely
to join the ruling TRS.

The resignation comes
close on the heels of two
leaders - former
Legislative Council chair-
man Swamy Goud and
Sravan Dasoju - quitting
BJP and joining the TRS.

In a letter to BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda, Bhaskar
asked the saffron party if
it has been adhering to
the principle of positive
secularism.

“While parting from
your party, it will not be
decent for me to blame,
but, humbly call upon you

all to honestly introspect.
Nothing but striving is
must,” he said in the let-
ter.

He alleged he was ig-
nored, humiliated, under-
rated and excluded in na-
tional role.

Bhaskar served as
Rajya Sabha member be-
tween 2012 and 2018 when
he was in the Congress.
Recently, he met TRS pres-
ident and Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao at
Pragati Bhavan, the Chief
Minister’s camp office-
cum-official residence
here, and expressed keen-
ness to join the ruling
party. Expressing disap-
pointment at the NDA
government imposing
GST on handloom prod-
ucts, Bhaskar told Rao
that he cannot tolerate
this as he belonged to a
family which is into hand-
looms.

Freeze on fresh NCC cadet enrolment in Bengal

Kolkata, Oct 26 (PTI): 

The National Cadet
Corps has decided to
cease enrolment of
fresh candidates in West
Bengal for 2022-23 fiscal
as the state has alleged-
ly paid less than what is
required as budgetary
support, an official said
here.

Over 41,000 cadets
who have been already
enrolled in the NCC, a
youth development
movement managed by
the armed forces which
is open to all regular
students of schools and
colleges on a voluntary
basis, will not be able to
take part in annual
camps, the official said.

“State governments
fund 25 per cent for the
camps, while the Centre
provides 75 per cent,”
another NCC official
said.

The NCC additional
director general in
charge of West Bengal
and Sikkim directorate,
Major General U S
Sengupta, in a letter to
the Director General of
NCC said that despite
“relentless efforts and
correspondence at vari-
ous levels” of the state
government, the budget
allocation to West
Bengal NCC by the state
government has re-
mained unchanged.

“Enrolment of cadets
in this training year is
being ceased till addi-
tional funds as project-
ed by this directorate to
the state government

are made available,”
Major General
Sengupta said in the let-
ter dated October 6.

Major Dr. B B Singh,
the spokesperson for
NCC’s West Bengal and
Sikkim directorate
here, said on
Wednesday that the
Bengal government has
allocated Rs 80 lakh in
2022-23, while there is a
requirement of another
Rs 3 crore.

The total requirement
is Rs 10 crore, including
the infrastructure devel-
opment of an academy
at Kalyani in Nadia dis-
trict, Singh said.

The careers of the
cadets would be disad-
vantaged if they are un-
able to complete their
training and examina-
tions, the spokesperson
said.

The NCC also pro-
vides exposure to cadets
in a wide range of activ-
ities, with a distinct em-
phasis on social servic-
es, discipline and adven-
ture training.

Maj Gen Sengupta
pointed out in the letter
that the total number of
West Bengal cadets who
were to undergo CATCs
(combined annual train-
ing camp) is 54,324 in
the current financial
year.

While 6,586 cadets
have already undergone
CATCs out of these, an-
other 6,400 can undergo
CATCs with the remain-
ing budgetary outlay, it
said.

“The total number of
WB cadets who will be
left without a camp and
thus rendering them in-
eligible for B and C cer-

tificate examinations
(is)- 41,068,” the letter
said.

Stating that another
103 camps would be re-
quired to cater to them,
it said that 75 per cent of
the enrolled candidates
will not be able to un-
dergo camps and hence
will be ineligible for at-
tending NCC B and C
certificate camps.

Noting that since the
directorate is not able to
train even the already
enrolled cadets, the let-
ter said that enrolment
of cadets for the year
2022-23 is being ceased
till the additional fund
is made available.

Singh said that for the
B certificate, a cadet has
to attend one camp and
for the C certificate
he/she has to attend at
least two camps.

TN to hand over Coimbatore explosion case probe to NIA
Chennai, Oct 26 (PTI): 

A probe by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) into the
Coimbatore explosion
case would be recom-
mended to the Centre, the
Tamil Nadu government
said here on Wednesday.

The state government
also announced raising a
special police force to foil
sabotage and bolster its
intelligence wing.

In a high-level meeting
chaired by Chief
Minister M K Stalin at the
Secretariat, the present
status of investigation re-
lated to the explosion was
taken up and it was decid-
ed to set up a special force

to prevent similar inci-
dents.

On October 23, 75-kg ex-
plosives were seized in
Coimbatore from the resi-
dence of a man who was
killed after a gas cylinder
exploded.

The explosion hap-
pened while he was mov-
ing past a temple on a car
in Tamil Nadu’s western
textile city and he had al-
legedly tried to evade a
police check post.

Quoting Stalin’s direc-
tives to officials in the
meet, the government
said it was decided to rec-
ommend to the Centre to
entrust the case to the
NIA.

The move is consider-

ing the possibilities of
links transcending Tamil
Nadu borders and the
likelihood of internation-
al connections emerging
during the investigation
of the explosion case, an
official release here said.

As part of measures to
further strengthen securi-
ty, the government said it
would set up new police
stations at the three local-
ities of Karumbu Kadai,
Sundarapuram and
Koundampalayam in
Coimbatore.

During review of the
overall law and order and
security scenario, the
government decided to in-
stall additional high-tech
surveillance cameras in

key cities of the state, in-
cluding Coimbatore.

Stalin directed officials
to post additional person-
nel in the intelligence
wing and protect and en-
courage informers.

Chief Secretary V Irai
Anbu, Director General of
Police C Sylendra Babu
and top state and intelli-
gence officials took part
in the high-level meeting.

The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act has been
invoked in the
Coimbatore car explosion
case and five men have
been arrested so far and
the state police is current-
ly investigating the mat-
ter. In 1998, Coimbatore
witnessed bomb blasts.

‘Air pollution satisfactory’
in Kolkata after Diwali’

Kolkata, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Air pollution levels
across Kolkata remained
good’ or satisfactory’ for
the second consecutive
day after Diwali, a
WBPCB official said.

At 11 am on Wednesday,
the air quality index read
46 (termed as good) at
Bidhannagar near here,
61 (satisfactory) at Fort
William in central
Kolkata, and 51 (satisfac-
tory) in Rabindra Sarobar
area in the southern part
of the city, the West
Bengal Pollution Control
Board official said.

In the Rabindra
Sarobar area, the AQI was
42 at 11 pm on Tuesday
which was termed as
good’. It was 40 at Fort
William and 41 at

Bidhannagar around the
same time, the official
said. The dip in air pollu-
tion for the two days was
attributed to intermittent
showers since Monday
morning under the im-
pact of cyclone ‘Sitrang’
as the light rain cleansed
the air and prevented a
section of revellers from
bursting fireworks, he
said.

On Wednesday morn-
ing as the rain effect dis-
sipated totally, the air
quality index rose a bit
but did not reach alarm-
ing levels, he explained.
Efforts of the state pollu-
tion control board and in-
creased monitoring by
the city police also helped
create awareness of the
adverse impact of burst-
ing crackers.

Cop injured in bid to
arrest drug peddler

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

A policeman from the
northeast district was in-
jured while attempting to
nab a 22-year-old suspect-
ed drug peddler who tried
to evade arrest by driving
away in his car, officials
said on Wednesday.

Constable Harender
suffered a fractured hip
during the chase and is
admitted to Max Hospital
in Patparganj, the police
said.

On Tuesday, two police
personnel saw a car
parked when they
reached the area behind
Alok Punj School in
Karawal Nagar while on
patrol duty. They found a
man sitting in the driver’s
seat in a suspicious condi-
tion, a senior officer said.

When the two police-
men asked him to open
the boot, he started the
car and tried to flee, but
Harender clung on to the
vehicle, the officer said.

After covering some
distance, the driver hit a
wall, leading to
Harender’s injury. Head
Constable Amrish then
nabbed the driver, the po-
lice added.

The man was later iden-
tified as Ankur, a resident
of Prem Nagar in
Dayalpur, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northeast) Sanjay
Kumar Sain said.

A search of the car re-
vealed a cache of 57.70 kg
of psychotropic sub-
stance wrapped in 11
packets with brown tape,
Sain said.

CB-CID begins probe into Kodanadu case
Udhagamandalam (TN) 

Oct 26 (PTI) Tamil Nadu
crime branch-CID (CB-
CID) on Wednesday began
investigation into the heist
and murder case at
Kodanadu bungalow be-
longing to late former
chief minister
Jayalalithaa. The crime
took place in April 2017.

The case was trans-
ferred to the CB-CID from
the special investigation
team (SIT) and personnel
arrived at the estate and

visited the spot where the
body of watchman of the
bungalow was found, the
police said.

The SIT, during its in-
vestigation for the last
one year, examined 316
people, including
Jayalalithaa’s close aide
V K Sasikala Natarajan
and submitted the 1,500-
page report to the district
sessions court here.

The CB-CID would
again carry out an in-
quiry with the manager,
staff, cashier of the es-

tate, father of a staff who
had died by suicide and
all the 10 accused in the
case and Dhanpal, the
brother of Kanagaraj, a
former driver of
Jayalalithaa, who died in
an accident in Salem just
after four days of the
heist and murder. The in-
vestigation and inquiry
by CB-CID lasted for
nearly two hours and the
team would return on
October 28 when the case
comes up before the
court, the police added.

10 Kashmiri Pandit families leave their village 

Jammu, Oct 26 (PTI): 

As terrorists carried
out a number of targeted
killings recently, 10
Kashmiri Pandit families
have left their village in
Shopian district in south
Kashmir out of fear and
reached Jammu.

The residents of
Choudharygund said the
recent terrorist attacks
have triggered a fear psy-
chosis among the Pandits
who lived in Kashmir
through the most difficult

period of terrorism in
1990s and did not leave
their homes.

Kashmiri Pandit Puran
Krishan Bhat was gunned
down by terrorists out-
side his ancestral house
in Choudharygund vil-
lage of Shopian district
on October 15. On
October 18, Monish
Kumar and Ram Sagar
were killed in a grenade
attack by terrorists while
they were asleep in their
rented accommodation in
Shopian.

“Ten families compris-
ing 35 to 40 Kashmiri
Pandits have migrated
out of our village due to
the fear psychosis,” a resi-
dent of Choudharygund

village who faced a death
threat recently told PTI.

He said the village was
now empty.

“The situation is not
conducive for us to live in
the Kashmir valley. We
live in fear due to the
killings. There is no secu-
rity for us,” another vil-
lager said.

The villagers alleged a
police post was set up
away from their village
even though they repeat-
edly sought protection.

They said they have left
everything in their hous-
es, even the recent har-
vest of apple.

Those who have
reached Jammu are liv-
ing with their relatives.

Bhagwant Mann in Adampur

‘We don’t do politics of hate,
we build schools, hospitals’

Hisar, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here on
Wednesday claimed that
the Aam Aadmi Party
does not indulge in politics
of hate but talks of devel-
opment and building
schools and hospitals.

He said this talking to
reporters while campaign-
ing for his party candidate
in the Adampur bypolls.

Mann took out a road-
show in Adampur and also
addressed gatherings in
villages while campaign-
ing for AAP candidate
Satender Singh.

“We don’t do politics of
hate. We do politics of de-
velopment, we build
schools and hospitals,” he
told reporters.

Mann appealed to peo-
ple to elect good people,
saying it will bring good
results like Punjab.

He then touched upon
the Punjab government re-
cently announcing the
restoration of the old pen-
sion scheme and the deci-

sion to give six per cent
dearness allowance to em-
ployees and an earlier
move to give 300 units of
free power to every house-
hold. Mann also claimed
that his government elimi-
nated corruption in

Punjab. “People of Punjab
voted for us on trust and
we will keep their trust,”
he said. Earlier, Mann paid
obeisance at a gurdwara in
Jawahar Nagar.

Last month too, Mann
had visited Hisar with

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, who had
launched the party’s na-
tionwide “Make India No.
1” campaign from
Haryana.

The Adampur byelec-
tions were necessitated
after Kuldeep Bishnoi re-
signed as an MLA and
switched sides from the
Congress to the BJP.
Bishnoi had defeated
BJP’s Sonali Phogat from
Adampur in the 2019 state
Assembly elections.

For the November 3 by-
polls, the Aam Aadmi
Party has fielded Satender
Singh, who switched over
from the BJP.

The ruling BJP has
fielded Bhavya Bishnoi,
Kuldeep Bishnoi’s son.

The Congress is bank-
ing on veteran leader and
former Union minister Jai
Prakash, who has been a
three-time MP from Hisar
earlier and a two-time
MLA. The Indian National
Lok Dal has fielded
Congress rebel Kurda
Ram Nambardar.

BHAI DOOJ CELEBRATION

TET-qualified candidates celebrate ‘Bhai Dooj’ festival amid their protest against the
alleged SSC scam, in Kolkata, Wednesday, 

PROTEST MARCH

Kerala state government employees take out a protest march seeking restoration of
the old pension scheme, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday. 

BRIEF

Seize 
 Chandigarh: The

Customs department
seized 379 grams of
gold worth nearly Rs
20 lakh from a passen-
ger who arrived on a
flight from Dubai at
the Shaheed Bhagat
Singh International
Airport here, a state-
ment said on
Wednesday. The offi-
cers of the depart-
ment intercepted the
passenger while he
was trying to cross the
green channel, the de-
partment said in its
statement.

Boat capsizes 
 Gopalganj: A consta-

ble died in Bihar on
Wednesday when a
boat carrying a police
party, on the trail of
liquor smugglers in
the dry state, capsized
in a river. According
to Gopalganj SP
Anand Kumar, the
boat was carrying five
police personnel, all of
them from the dis-
trict’s Jadavpur police
station. Acting on a
tip-off about the pres-
ence of bootleggers,
the police party was
trying to cross the
Gandak river and
reach Rajvahi village,
the superintendent of
police said.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Two bike-

borne men were killed
while two others seri-
ously injured in a road
accident in the Bari
police station area of
Rajasthan’s Dholpur
district on Wednesday.
Pawan Parmar (32)
and Bimal (28) died on
the spot while two oth-
ers were seriously in-
jured in a collision be-
tween a speeding SUV
and the bike near
Galla Mandi, SHO
Mahendra Singh said.

Hunger strike
 Agartala: Hundreds

of teachers, who lost
jobs after the Tripura
high court deemed
their appointments il-
legal in 2014, have
been staging a hunger
strike here over the
past seven days, de-
manding their rein-
statement. The pro-
testers claimed that
Chief Minister
Manik Saha, during a
meeting with a dele-
gation representing
the retrenched teach-
ers, had given assur-
ance that a detailed
discussion over the
possibility of job
restoration would be
held after Lakshmi
puja in the presence
of heads of depart-
ments concerned, but
“no such measures
have been taken thus
far”.

Arrested
 Kannauj: Four people

were arrested follow-
ing violence in
Kanshiram Colony
here, police said on
Wednesday.
Considering that those
involved in the vio-
lence belonged to dif-
ferent communities,
additional police force
has been deployed in
the area.

Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi shows
a portrait of Rajiv Gandhi
presented to her by party
President Mallikarjun
Kharge (unseen) during
the ceremony for presen-
tation of certificate of
election to him, at AICC
Headquarters in New
Delhi, Wednesday. 

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann during a roadshow for the
election campaign of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate
Satinder Singh ahead of upcoming Adampur constituency
by-election, in Hisar district, Wednesday.

Days after killing of
community mem-
ber by terrorists

 Likely to join TRS
As funds from state
govt dries up



DIWALI CELEBRATIONS

New York City Mayor Eric Adams with New York State Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar, Deputy Commissioner at
the New York City Mayor’s Office For International Affairs Dilip Chauhan and dignitaries during Diwali celebrations
at the former’s official residence, in New York.
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United Nations, Oct 26 (AP):

The UN special envoy
for Myanmar warned
Tuesday that the politi-
cal, human rights and hu-
manitarian crisis in the
military-ruled Southeast
Asian nation is deepen-
ing and taking “a cata-
strophic toll on the peo-
ple.”

Noeleen Heyzer told
the U.N. General
Assembly’s human rights
committee that more
than 13.2 million people
don’t have enough to eat,
1.3 million are displaced
and the military contin-
ues operations using dis-
proportionate force in-
cluding bombings, burn-
ings of homes and build-

ings, and the killing of
civilians.

Heyzer’s briefing was
her first at the U.N. in
New York since she visit-
ed Myanmar in August
and met the head of the
military government,
Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing.

She said the meeting
“was part of broader ef-
forts by the U.N. to ur-
gently support a return to
civilian rule.” She
stressed that “there is a
new political reality in
Myanmar: a people de-
manding change, no
longer willing to accept
military rule.”

Heyzer said she made
six requests during the
meeting with the mili-

tary’s commander-in-
chief, including to end
aerial bombing and the
burning of civilian infra-
structure; deliver human-
itarian aid without dis-
criminating; release all
children and political
prisoners; institute a
moratorium on execu-
tions; ensure the well-
being of and allow meet-
ings with the country’s
imprisoned former
leader Aung San Suu Kyi;
and create conditions for
the voluntary and safe re-
turn of over 1 million
Rohingya refugees who
fled to Bangladesh to es-
cape military crack-
downs.

Myanmar for five
decades had languished

under strict military rule
that led to international
isolation and sanctions.
As the generals loosened
their grip, culminating in
Suu Kyi’s rise to leader-
ship in 2015 elections, the
international community
responded by lifting most
sanctions and pouring in-
vestment into the 
country.

That ended with the
military’s Feb. 1, 2021
coup following November
2020 elections in which
Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy
party won overwhelming-
ly and the military con-
tested as fraudulent.

The takeover was met
with massive public op-
position, which has since

turned into armed resist-
ance that some U.N. ex-
perts, including Heyzer’s
predecessor, Christine
Schraner Burgener, have
characterized as civil
war.

Much of the interna-
tional community, includ-
ing Myanmar’s fellow
members in the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, have ex-
pressed frustration at the
hard line the generals
have taken in resisting re-
form. Myanmar’s rulers
agreed to a five-point
ASEAN plan in April
2021 to restore peace and
stability to the country
but the military has made
little effort to implement
the plan.

UN envoy: Myanmar crisis deepens, taking ‘catastrophic toll’

Frankfurt, Oct 26 (AP): Natural
gas and electricity prices in
Europe have plunged from
summer peaks thanks to mild
weather and a monthslong
scramble to fill gas storage
ahead of winter and replace
Russian supplies during the
war in Ukraine. It’s a welcome
respite after Russia slashed
natural gas flows, triggering an
energy crisis that has fuelled
record inflation and a looming
recession. Yet experts warn it’s
too soon to exhale, even as
European governments roll out
relief packages for people
struggling with high utility bills
and work on longer-term ways

to contain volatile gas and
electricity prices that have
shrunk household budgets and
forced some businesses to shut
down. 

Uncertainties include not
only the weather but how
responsive people will be to
appeals to turn down their
heating and how much demand
there will be from Asian
economies for scarce energy
supplies. And the war a few
hours east is a cauldron of pos-
sible unpleasant surprises that
could cut energy supplies
needed for electricity, heating
and factory work and send
prices sharply higher.

Gas crunch eases in Europe - but
the respite might not last Umm Al Fahim (Israel), Oct 26 (AP):

The voices of Israel’s
Palestinian citizens are
often drowned out or dele-
gitimised in the country’s
noisy politics. Yet in the
upcoming parliament elec-
tion, they could hold the
key to breaking an en-
trenched political dead-
lock.

Israelis vote Tuesday for
the fifth time in under four
years. The country re-
mains divided over former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s fitness to
serve while on trial for cor-
ruption. Polls show those
numbers have barely

budged
What could tip the

scales is the vote of one-
fifth of Israelis who are of
Palestinian descent, with
family ties in adjacent ter-
ritories Israel captured in
1967.

Turnout among these
voters will be key: High
numbers could swing the
election in favor of
Netanyahu’s opponents,
while a drop could pave
the way for Netanyahu’s
return.

“I can hardly remember
a single election campaign
that all depended on the
vote of Arab citizens,”
said Arik Rudnitzky, who

studies Arab voting pat-
terns at the Israel
Democracy Institute, a
think tank.

Most polls predict a his-
torically low turnout
among Arab voters, even
though the outgoing coali-
tion government included
an Arab party, a first in
Israel’s history.

That first-time partici-
pation in government has-
n’t generated much excite-
ment among voters disillu-
sioned by rampant crime,
the rising cost of living
and a loss of hope for
change from within a
slow-moving political 
system.

Arab voters key to breaking deadlock in Israeli election
Beijing, Oct 26 (AP):

The Chinese city of
Shanghai started admin-
istering an inhalable
COVID-19 vaccine on
Wednesday in what ap-
pears to be a world first.

The vaccine, a mist
that is sucked in through
the mouth, is being of-
fered for free as a booster
dose for previously vac-
cinated people, accord-
ing to an announcement
on an official city social
media account.

Scientists hope that
such “needle-free” vac-
cines will make vacci-
nation more accessible
in countries with frag-
ile health systems be-
cause they are easier to
administer.

They also may per-
suade people who don’t
like getting a shot in
the arm to get inoculat-
ed.

China wants more
people to get booster
shots before it relaxes
strict pandemic restric-
tions that are holding
back the economy and
are increasingly out of
synch with the rest of
the world.

As of mid-October, 90
per cent of Chinese
were fully vaccinated
and 57 per cent had re-
ceived a booster shot.

A video posted by an
online Chinese state
media outlet showed
people at a community
health centre sticking
the short nozzle of a
translucent white cup

into their mouths. The
accompanying text said
that after slowly inhal-
ing, people hold their
breath for five seconds,
with the entire proce-
dure completed in 20 sec-
onds.

“It was like drinking a
cup of milk tea,” one
Shanghai resident said
in the video.

“When I breathed it in,
it tasted a bit sweet.”

A vaccine taken in the
mouth could also fend off
the virus before it reach-

es the rest of the respira-
tory system, though that
would depend in part on
the size of the droplets,
one expert said.

Larger droplets would
train defences in parts of
the mouth and throat,
while smaller ones
would travel further into
the body, said Dr. Vineeta
Bal, an immunologist in
India.

Chinese regulators ap-
proved the vaccine for
use as a booster in
September.

China rolling out oral COVID-19 vaccine

Islamabad, Oct 26 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment on Wednesday recon-
stituted a panel probing
the killing of senior jour-
nalist Arshad Sharif in
Kenya by dropping an ISI
representative from the
team, days after he was
shot dead by the Nairobi
police.

Sharif, 49, a former re-
porter and TV anchor
with ARY TV, and known
for his proximity to for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan, had fled to Kenya
after he was booked on
charges of sedition and
peddling “anti-state” nar-
rative by Pakistan’s secu-
rity agencies earlier this
year.

The journalist was shot
dead at a police checkpoint
at an hour’s distance from
Nairobi on Sunday night.
The Kenyan police later
said it was a case of “mis-
taken identity” during a
search for a similar car in-
volved in a child abduction
case. On Wednesday, the
Interior Ministry removed

a representative of the
Inter-Service Intelligence
(ISI) from the list of offi-
cials who will be part of
the team that will ascer-
tain facts in the killing of
Sharif from the Kenyan
Police and relevant au-
thorities.

The ministry removed
ISI Lt Col Saad Ahmed’s
name hours after it had is-
sued an earlier notifica-
tion stating the names of
three officials part of the
high-profile team, accord-
ing to a revised notifica-
tion.

The two-member team,
which includes
Director/DIG Police, FIA
Athar Waheed and Deputy
Director General
Intelligence Bureau Omar
Shahid Hamid, will sub-
mit its report to the
Interior Division.

According to the notifi-
cation, the team will leave
for Kenya immediately
and noted that the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Pakistan’s
High Commission in
Nairobi will facilitate the

team during the visit.
The move comes just a

day after former prime
minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday claimed that
Sharif was killed in a tar-
geted attack. Khan said
that he had advised Sharif
to leave the country in
view of the threats to his
life.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday an-
nounced that his govern-
ment will form a three-
member judicial commis-
sion to probe the journal-
ist’s killing.

Meanwhile, the mortal
remains of Sharif arrived
in Islamabad early
Wednesday morning.
Local TV channel footage
showed a large number of
people gathered at the
Islamabad airport, includ-
ing members of the media
fraternity and leaders
from Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party. “My Arshad is back,
but in [a] coffin,” his wife
Javeria Siddique said on
Twitter. She also shared a
video showing the coffin.

Pak govt drops ISI representative from team
probing journalist’s killing in Kenya

Moscow, Oct 26 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday monitored
drills of the country’s
strategic nuclear forces in-
volving multiple practice
launches of ballistic and
cruise missiles, the
Kremlin said.

Russian Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu re-
ported to Putin that the
drills were intended to
simulate a “massive nu-
clear strike” by Russia in
retaliation for a nuclear at-
tack on Russia.

The exercise comes
amid soaring Russia-West
tensions over Moscow’s ac-

tions in Ukraine.
The Kremlin said in a

statement that all tasks set
for the exercise were ful-
filled and all the missiles
that were test-fired
reached their designated
targets. Washington has
said that Moscow in-
formed it about the drills
in advance.

The Russian exercise
comes amid Moscow’s
warnings of a purported
Ukrainian plot to detonate
a radioactive device com-
monly known as a “dirty
bomb” in a false flag at-
tack to blame Russia.
Ukraine and its allies
strongly reject the allega-
tion.

Kremlin: Putin monitors drills
of Russia’s nuclear forces

Baghdad, Oct 26 (AP):

Archaeologists in north-
ern Iraq last week un-
earthed 2,700-year-old rock
carvings featuring war
scenes and trees from the
Assyrian Empire, an ar-
chaeologist said on
Wednesday.

The carvings on marble
slabs were discovered by a
team of experts in Mosul,
Iraq’s second-largest city,
who have been working to
restore the site of the an-
cient Mashki Gate, which
was bulldozed by Islamic
State group militants in

2016. Fadhil Mohammed,
head of the restoration
works, said the team was
surprised by discovering
“eight murals with in-
scriptions, decorative
drawings and writings”.

Mashki Gate was one of
the largest gates of
Nineveh, an ancient
Assyrian city of this part
of the historic region of
Mesopotamia.

The discovered carvings
show, among other things,
a fighter preparing to fire
an arrow while others
show palm trees. “The
writings show that these

murals were built or made
during the reign of King
S e n n a c h e r i b , ”
Mohammed added, refer-
ring to the Neo-Assyrian
Empire King who ruled
from 705 to 681 BC.

The Islamic State group
overran large parts of Iraq
and Syria in 2014 and car-
ried out a campaign of sys-
tematic destruction of in-
valuable archaeological
sites in both countries.
The extremists vandalised
museums and destroyed
major archaeological sites
in their fervor to erase his-
tory.

Iraqi forces supported
by a US-led international
coalition liberated Mosul
from IS in 2017 and the ex-
tremists lost the last sliver
of land they once con-
trolled two years later.

The territory of today’s
Iraq was home to some of
the earliest cities in the
world. Thousands of ar-
chaeological sites are scat-
tered across the country,
where Sumerians,
Babylonian and Assyrian
once lived.

2,700 year-old rock carvings 
discovered in Iraq’s Mosul

London, Oct 26 (PTI):

UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak on
Wednesday will hold the
first Cabinet meeting
with his new team, a day
after he became Britain’s
first Indian-origin pre-
mier.

Sunak on Tuesday
began putting his top
team in place with key
Cabinet appointments
and decided to keep the
new Chancellor, Jeremy
Hunt, in place for eco-
nomic stability and
brought back Indian-ori-
gin Suella Braverman as
Home Secretary.

In another move aimed
at continuity, James
Cleverly will stay in his
post as Foreign Secretary
despite not being a Sunak
loyalist.

Braverman, whose
scathing resignation let-
ter precipitated Liz Truss’
exit from Downing Street
last week, is a fellow

Bexiteer like Sunak.
On his first full day as

Prime Minister, Sunak
will meet his new cabinet
on Wednesday before fac-
ing opposition leader Keir
Starmer in PMQs at mid-
day, the BBC reported.

Sunak has pledged to
govern with “integrity”
and has tried to unite the
Conservatives by includ-
ing people from different
wings of the party in his
top team. But the

Opposition Labour Party
has criticised the decision
to reappoint Braverman,
popular on the Tory right,
as a home secretary just
six days after she re-
signed over data breach-
es, the report said.

Sunak’s first Cabinet
meeting will be amid crit-
icism over his reappoint-
ment of Braverman as
home secretary.

Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly - who’s

kept his job under new
Prime Minister Sunak -
has defended the prime
minister’s decision to
reappoint Braverman to
the role of home secre-
tary.

Braverman was forced
to resign from the job - in
the dying days of Truss’s
premiership - just last
week over two data
breaches. “She said she
made a mistake and apol-
ogised for that,” Cleverly
told the BBC. He adds that
Braverman has promised
a crackdown on crime
and to secure borders
while in the Home Office.

Asked whether
Braverman is back in the
post as the result of a deal
that helped Sunak gain
power, Cleverly says
Sunak was “way, way, way
ahead” during the latest
Conservative leadership
contest, adding: “I doubt
that he needed any partic-
ular individuals’ endorse-
ment.”

UK PM Rishi Sunak to hold first Cabinet
meeting with his new team

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaks during Prime
Minister’s Questions in the House of Commons, London,
Wednesday, Oct. 26, his first as Prime Minister. 
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Though cricket
Though cricket have been

known as the team game, but in
the T20 Cricket World Cup,
against Pakistan, former Indian
cricket captain and ‘Player of
the Match’ Virat Kohli single-
handedly produced a knock for
the ages as he remained unbeat-
en on 82 off 53 balls to help India
pull off a stunning win over
Pakistan in their ICC T20 World
Cup opener at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. The match went
into a tense final over but a no
ball and a wide ball from
Mohammad Nawaz cost
Pakistan dearly. Incidentally,
Kohli rated his innings as the
best in T20Is during a chat after
the match. When India needs 28
runs in the last eight balls
against Pakistan then how
Pakistan would believe that
they’ve lost, that was pretty spe-
cial finishing from Kohli’s 19th
overs last two balls 12 runs and
last over sensational drama,
make all the differences. India
was lucky because Virat and
Hardik Pandya applied them-
selves. The two revived India
with a 113-run stand for the
fourth wicket after they were
reeling at 31/4 at one stage. But
India should believe that lady
luck will not keep smiling on
Team India always. How many
times players like skipper Rohit
Sharma, vice-captain K L Rahul
and others have seen such poor
performance. Shockingly, in this
match we still don’t have a 5th
bowler who can stop the runs.
Pak still posted a fighting 159 for
eight. Whatsoever, great start to
the T20 World Cup campaign
from the Indian side. Though
Kohli has played his T20’s best
innings, one hopes that he will
continue to maintain his form
for future matches also. Kudos
to India for its sensational last-
ball win over Pakistan.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Learn from 1962 war
Our political leaders should

learn a lesson from India’s hu-
miliating 1962 debacle. How can
the Army leadership be blamed
for this defeat when the govern-
ment of the day failed to ad-
dress various concerns of the
Army? Only a well-armed Army
with proper logistic support can
be expected to decimate the
enemy. The ground reality then
was otherwise as the political
leadership was more focused on
the Panchsheel Agreement and
‘Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai’ rhetoric
instead of providing the required
infrastructure and weapons to
the Army to face the PLA.

RRaavviinnddeerr  SSiinngghh,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Don’t tolerate hate
It appears that it is either a

deliberate failure of the execu-
tive or some invisible forces
have been preventing the execu-
tive from taking action against
hate-mongers. Hate-mongers
are active everywhere, including
in the electronic media, social
media and other forums. They
need to be curbed before it is
too late. It is unfortunate that
some hate-mongers are moving
freely with no legal action initi-
ated against them. Hate in any
form should not be allowed to vi-
tiate our centuries-old culture of
'unity in diversity'.

RRoooopp  SSiinngghh  NNeeggii,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  2022

People perform rituals during 'Govardhan Puja' festival at Siddheshwar Temple in Gurugram, Wednesday, Oct. 26.

GOVARDHAN PUJA’ FESTIVAL

A s Rishi Sunak was named the new leader of the
Conservatives on Monday, social media and TV channels in

India were awash with comments and reactions about Mr Sunak, who
has spoken publicly about his Indian roots and Hindu faith.  Mr Sunak
will be the first person of colour to become prime minister, an ac-
complishment reflecting that of Kamala Harris, a woman of Indian
heritage who became US vice president last year. Mr Sunak’s grand-
parents hailed from Punjab state before the Indian subcontinent was
divided into two countries, India and Pakistan, in 1947 after British
colonial rule ended. They moved to East Africa in the late 1930s be-
fore finally settling in the UK in the 1960s. Mr Sunak was born in 1980
in Southampton. His ancestral link is not his only association with
India. He is married to Akshata Murty, whose father is Indian billion-
aire N.R. Narayana Murty, founder of tech giant Infosys. Mr Sunak’s
rise to power in British politics has prompted a sense of pride among
Indians. Indian TV channels appeared starstruck by Sunak’s victory,
with New Delhi Television announcing “Indian son rises over the em-
pire”. India Today news channel took a jibe at the UK’s economic and
political turbulence, using the Hindi term for someone of Indian back-
ground: “Battered Britain gets ‘desi’ big boss.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi congratulated Mr Sunak on Twitter and said he is
looking forward to “working closely together on global issues”.
“Special Diwali wishes to ‘living bridge’ of UK Indians as we trans-
form historic ties into modern partnership,” Mr Modi wrote. Some
said Mr Sunak’s selection was particularly special for the country
with its recent celebration of 75 years of independence from British
colonial rule. “Today, as India celebrates Diwali in its 75th year as an
independent nation, the UK gets an Indian-origin Prime Minister.
History comes full circle,” parliamentarian Raghav Chadha tweeted.
Others celebrated Mr Sunak as a “proud Hindu”, saying he did not
shy away from embracing his faith and Indian culture. They shared
videos on Twitter showing Mr Sunak taking his oath of allegiance in
2020 on the Hindu holy book Bhagvad Gita. Other videos shared on
Twitter showed Mr Sunak praying to a cow, considered holy by
Hindus, when he was running for Britain’s top job for the first time in
August. In a Hindu ritual conducted in London, Mr Sunak touched the
cow’s feet while his wife offered carrots to it. Mr Sunak also per-
formed “aarti” in front of the cow, a Hindu ritual involving the waving
of oil lamps. Mr Sunak has been public about his Indian origins and
love for cricket. He has also talked about his abstinence from beef on
religious grounds. “I am thoroughly British, this is my home and my
country, but my cultural heritage is Indian,” he told reporters in 2020.
His vision for India-U.K. bilateral ties has gone beyond the opportuni-
ty for the U.K. to sell things in India, wanting Britain to also "learn
from India". “The U.K. doesn’t have a monopoly on opportunity.
There’s an enormous amount of opportunity in India, we also want to
make sure that if this living bridge is going to be a real thing, we have
got to make it easier for people in the U.K. to go to India, to study at
world-class institutions to go work in all these amazing start-ups,”
Mr. Sunak said recently when he was Chancellor. "I want to make
sure that it’s easy for our students to also travel to India and learn,
that it’s also easy for our companies and Indian companies to work
together because it’s not just a one-way relationship, it’s a two-way
relationship, and that’s the type of change I want to bring to that rela-
tionship,” the former investment banker-turned-politician had said,
while outlining his vision for India-U.K. ties. In his first address as
Prime Minister, he pledged to approach the country's problems with
"compassion" and "to place economic stability and confidence at the
heart of this government's agenda". The devout Hindu former minis-
ter, who swore his oath of allegiance on being elected MP in the
House of Commons on the ‘Bhagavad Gita’, also found time for dar-
shan at the famous Bhaktivedanta Manor ISKCON temple during the
course of the long campaign and had members of the Indian diaspora
praying for his success. As the first Chancellor to light diyas on the
doorstep of No. 11 Downing Street, his Tory election victory on Diwali
this year has been dubbed as very serendipitous by many British
Hindus. Overall Rishi Sunak’s success a moment of pride for India.

M ore than one in every four
new HIV infections in Asia

Pacific were in the young people in
the Asia Pacific region (in 2020). More
worrying is that almost all of these
new HIV infections in the young peo-
ple, were among the young key popu-
lations. Writing on the wall is clear:
unless we scale up HIV programmes
and increase programme effective-
ness for the young key populations,
we will fail to end AIDS by 2030. Over
26% of new HIV infections in Asia and
the Pacific region were in the young
people aged 15-24 years (in 2020),
with young men almost twice as likely
as young women to acquire HIV, said
Applesta da Costa, a young psycholo-
gist from India who took part in the
“Asia Pacific Youth Forum: Putting
young key populations first to end
AIDS by 2030” in Thailand. In some
countries, over 45% of new HIV infec-
tions were among young people, said
Applesta who is a part of Human
Touch Foundation team in Goa, India.
Asia Pacific Youth Forum was co-host-
ed by Thailand's Ministry of Public
Health, United Nations joint pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS Asia
Pacific), and other partners.

Alarmingly, 99% of new HIV infec-
tions in young people (aged 15-24
years) are happening among those
from key populations and their sex
partners. In Asia Pacific region, 97%
of all new HIV infections among
young people in 2020 occurred in 10
countries. It is important to note that
number of new HIV infections
among key populations (young and
older people among the key popula-
tions) has been very high compared
to general population. “HIV preva-
lence in key populations in India is 6
to 13 times higher than the preva-

lence in general population in India
(0.22%). HIV prevalence among per-
sons who inject drugs is 6.26%,
3.14% among transgender commu-
nity (including Hijra), 2.69% among
gay men and other men who have
sex with men, 2.10% among prison
inmates, and 1.56% among female
sex workers. If we are to progress to-
wards ending AIDS, we have to
strengthen HIV prevention, treat-
ment, care and support services for
the key populations on priority,” said
Dr Ishwar Gilada, who represents
Asia Pacific region at the Governing
Council of International AIDS Society
(IAS), and is the President of AIDS
Society of India (ASI). 

HHIIVV  pprreevveennttiioonn  mmuusstt  
nnoott  sslliipp  ooffff  tthhee  rraaddaarr

Almost half of new HIV infections
in young people in the Asia Pacific re-
gion in 2020 were among gay men
and other men who have sex with
men. But less than 25% of young gay
men and other men who have sex
with men and young people who in-
ject drugs, received prevention serv-
ices to protect themselves and other
people from HIV. “We really need to
find out what are we lacking [in HIV
programme], why are we still falling
behind? Why are the new HIV infec-
tions not declining steeply, especially
in the young key populations?” rightly
questions Applesta.

LLeeggaall  aanndd  ppoolliiccyy  
ccoohheerreennccee  iiss  mmiissssiinngg

Applesta said that legal and policy
coherence is vital to achieve across
the region to progress on public
health and other sustainable devel-
opment agenda. “We are aware that
adolescents as young as 13 or 14
years may be sexually active,” said
Applesta. But if they wish to get a
HIV test then they need their parent
or legal guardian’s consent in India.
“Lot of young people do not want to
go for a HIV test because they do
not want to be judged by their par-
ents or legal guardians. Also, there
are prejudices related to being sexu-
ally active as well.” There are puni-
tive laws. For instance, those young
people who inject drugs may be re-
luctant to access harm reduction re-
lated health services. We need legal
and policy harmonization so that
everyone including the young can

access the full spectrum of HIV serv-
ices everywhere, especially those
who are at a greater risk.

PPrriivvaaccyy  aanndd  ccoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy
Legal requirement to show govern-

ment identity cards for accessing
range of HIV-related services may
deter some young key populations
from accessing care. Applesta also
points out that most of the HIV servic-
es are available during the time when
young people may be in school or col-
lege or at workplaces. We need HIV
services to be available at the time
convenient or preferable for those
most in need.
SSttiiggmmaa  aanndd  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  ssttiillll  bblloocckkss

aacccceessss  ttoo  ccaarree
HIV-related stigma continues to be

a barrier in accessing healthcare
services. Key populations face com-
pounded stigma and discrimination.
“If a healthcare centre is not youth-
friendly and not a safe space for the
young key populations, then we will
not be able to serve most in need as
they may be reluctant to opt-in for
services,” said Applesta. Self-stigma
or shame is another obstacle which
impacts self-acceptance, self-percep-
tion, self-efficacy, self-esteem and
self-confidence. Self-stigma often re-
sults when self-issues interact with
external causes (such as discrimina-
tion or violence in family, school, so-
cial or work settings), resulting in de-
pression, low self-esteem, anger and
self-harm, even suicidal intent. Self-
stigma contributes to ‘bridging be-
haviours’ – such as injecting drug use
– that can increase a young person’s
sexual risk-taking. Self-stigma ap-
pears to decrease condom use, as the
need to feel love or affection out-
weighs long-term health conse-
quences of unprotected sex. Also,
those who have low self-esteem are
less likely to have the power dynam-
ics to negotiate condom use with
their partner. We need to stop ne-
glecting self-stigma. Preventing HIV
infections in key populations, requires
addressing self-stigma and the link-
ages with HIV vulnerability and risk
behaviours. Applesta underlined the
need to pay more attention to mental
health.  She stressed upon strength-
ening HIV prevention services with
full range of HIV prevention tools and
approaches available and accessible

to the young key populations. 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) is

yet to be made available widely in
India. Post-Exposure Prophylaxis also
needs to be made more widely acces-
sible. Comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation is another missing or weak
cog-in-the-wheel in India’s education
system. Also we need approaches
that reach out to the young who are
not enrolled in formal education sys-
tem so that they can benefit from
comprehensive sexuality education,
as well as other health and social wel-
fare services. “Then they will be able
to take more informed decisions
which will help them in not putting
themselves in a vulnerable position,”
said Applesta. She called for making
HIV self-testing widely available and
accessible in India. As per a recent
news, in recognition of growing scien-
tific evidence in favour of HIV self-
testing, it is likely to be introduced in
India by end of this year. Engaging
the young people, especially those
from key populations, is vital to find
solutions and approaches that work
best for them.

HHIIVV  rraatteess  hhaavvee  ddeecclliinneedd  
bbuutt  nnoott  sstteeeeppllyy  eennoouugghh

Some countries in Asia Pacific re-
gion have made strong gains against
their HIV epidemics. Thailand and
Viet Nam have reduced their annual
numbers of new HIV infections by at
least 50% since 2010. These declines
were achieved mainly with preven-
tion programmes focused on people
from key populations. New HIV in-
fections in the region overall, howev-
er, declined by only 21% between
2010 and 2020. But it has increased
in some countries in the same peri-
od: 36% increase in Papua New
Guinea, 84% in Pakistan and 237%
in the Philippines. New HIV infec-
tions also increased during 2010-
2020 in Afghanistan, Fiji, Malaysia,
and Timor-Leste. Across the region,
new HIV infections among young
people declined by 32% between
2010 and 2020. With only 98 months
left to end AIDS by 2030, we have to
ensure that new HIV infection rates
decline much more sharply - and -
putting young key populations first
is one of the essential components
to accelerate progress towards the
#endAIDS goals.

Letizia Tedesco

S ea ice holds the key to under-
standing the entire Arctic ma-

rine ecosystem. But it's melting faster
than we can unravel its complexity. In
our planet's far north, an extraordi-
nary ocean exists. The Arctic Ocean is
special in many ways but its sea ice,
floating on the frigid water, holds the
key to a food web and ecosystem that
supports creatures from inconspicu-
ous crustaceans to mighty polar
bears. But all of this is under threat
from climate change.

Every year, Arctic sea ice reaches
its largest annual extent in March and
shrinks back to its smallest by
September. This March, it reached 14
million square kilometres nearly half
the size of Africa before returning to
less than 5 million square kilometres
last month. These might seem like
very large numbers, and they are. But
they're much smaller than they used
to be. In the 40-plus years that satel-
lites have watched the Arctic, its sea
ice has fallen faster than scientists

and their modelling had projected.
The Arctic Ocean is expected to be
ice-free during summer before
mid-century if we don't keep global
warming below a 2 degree Celsius
increase relative to pre-industrial
levels. "Positive albedo feedback"
is one of the main reasons why the
Arctic Ocean is warming so much
faster than the rest of our planet.
Sea ice, and the snow on top of it,
reflect more sunlight than seawa-
ter. When global warming melts the
ice, the darker water left behind re-
flects less sunlight and absorbs more
heat, amplifying the melt of the sea
ice that remains. Sea ice plays a vital
role in keeping global temperatures in
check by reflecting sunlight but it pro-
vides other services for the Arctic too.
Sea ice is more than just frozen
water. It contains a complex mix of
pure solid ice, gas bubbles and pock-
ets of salty water. An entire and
unique ecosystem develops within
these pockets, ranging from viruses,
bacteria, to fungi, algae and little
grazing creatures such as microscop-

ic crustaceans. The only thing these
life forms have in common is that
they can all fit into the pockets of
salty water and they can survive in
the dark, cold, salty environment of
the sea ice. The most abundant or-
ganisms here are tiny algae. Along
with phytoplankton in the water,
these algae form the foundation of
the entire Arctic marine food web.
When there is no other food available,
algae feed many organisms living
within and under the sea ice. Arctic
cod are a key species in transferring
this energy along the entire food web
up to top predators like the polar

bear. Microscopic creatures feed on
the algae and the Arctic cod graze
mainly on them. The cod are in turn
eaten by other creatures, including
ringed seals and belugas. A whole
chain of Arctic species like the
ringed seal depend on the sea ice
for their food. But human-induced
global warming can cause major
stresses at any level of the marine
food webs, including where ice
algae and phytoplankton sit. By

mid-century, we will have lost the
ability to understand the summertime
Arctic ecosystem as it had existed for
millennia. With less ice, the increased
sunlight available earlier in the sea-
son can turbo-charge ice algae and
phytoplankton. But this early extra
food might not coincide with the peak
of the grazers' life cycle, with implica-
tions for the Arctic cod.The organisms
that feed on the cod are then also af-
fected. With a gap in the ecosystem,
other species, like capelin and killer
whales, can move in from the south.
There are no rules for who eats whom
when species invade like this, and it

can have far-reaching effects on
other species, changing the amount
and quality of food available to every-
one. A change that begins with the
melting sea ice disrupts the entire
food web.

Since the Arctic Ocean is remote
and its climate is harsh, it remains
barely accessible and, because of
this, poorly understood. We know so
little about the consequences of the
rapid loss of sea ice that scientists
call it a "crisis discipline" urgent deci-
sions need to be made in the face of
incomplete knowledge. Our ability to
manage the enormous effects is ham-
pered by huge gaps in our under-
standing. But protecting the sea ice
ecosystem is fundamental to guaran-
tee all the ecosystem services it pro-
vides. It is a habitat, nursery and
feeding ground for many, a source of
food, a climate regulator, and it sup-
ports local and indigenous knowl-
edge, tourism and scientific research.
If we do not slow down climate
change, the disruption of the Arctic
will continue to outpace the science. 

The ecological crisis in the Arctic Ocean

Vijaykumar H K

O ur Indian Army in border continue to have difficulties with
the movement of drones used for airdropping weapons, am-

munition and drugs with over a thousand such operations carried
out by Pakistani extremists at various locations along the border
over the past five years. When it comes to terrorism, drones provide
a threat that is especially difficult to counter. It is becoming more
likely that terrorists will use drones to drop bombs or possibly bio-
logical weapons over Indian territory. Drones are being used by
Pakistani terrorists to smuggle drugs, weapons, ammunitions, to kill
our soldiers and also public.Today's drones can carry a payload that
is roughly the weight of a revolver or grenade but as technology ad-
vances swiftly, they will soon be able to carry 5 to 8 kg, which is
more than enough to wreak havoc on public gatherings also.Due to
the lack of adequate security infrastructure to detect and respond to
such a danger, experts predict that future attacks will most likely in-
volve commercial drones.Our Indian army, which is tasked with
policing a hundreds of kilometer length of the border with Pakistan
has shot down drones to the maximum extent possible while also
preventing the entry of several unmanned aerial vehicles. Inter-
Services Intelligence and other Pakistani extremists have started
using drones more and more frequently lately. One can easily sus-
pect that terrorists supported by Pakistan's spy agency like Inter-
Services Intelligence are using high-end Chinese drones that are so-
phisticated, silent and able to fly at higher altitudes. According to
army experts and news reports Pakistani militants and their intelli-
gences are also capable of adapting consumer-grade drones to
carry bombs or chemicals that, if dropped over a crowd of people,
could have a devastating effect.According to  news, our army and
the Punjab Police worked together to bust a gang that had been
smuggling drugs and weapons across the border repeatedly from
many years.The Indian army has also made the decision to reward
public also who shoots down an intruding drone (as per the news re-
ports).Since a long time, the Indian army has been engaged in com-
bat with Pakistani extremists who employ a deadly fleet of
drones.We should be grateful for our army, which is doing every-
thing in its power to protect the public from tragedies of any type.
Therefore, it is essential that our defence research and development
organization should consider drone detection and develop mitiga-
tion strategies as soon as possible that can aid in boosting cross-
border security.

Mitigating Drone 
Attacks is crucial

Are HIV programmes missing the 
young who need them the most?

Rishi Sunak’s success a
moment of pride for India

BOBBY RAMAKANT
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
appointed Sangeeta
Verma as the acting
chairperson of the
Competition
Commission of India
(CCI). The appoint-
ment follows full-time
Chairperson Ashok
Kumar Gupta demit-
ting office on Tuesday.
Verma is currently a
member at the regula-
tor. Her appointment
will be effective from
Wednesday for a "peri-
od of three months or
till appointment of
regular Chairperson
or till any further or-
ders, whichever is the
earliest," according to
an official order.
Gupta had taken over
as the CCI chairper-
son in November 2018.

New properties
New Delhi: Realty
major DLF plans to
launch new projects
worth Rs 3,500 crore
during the second half
of this fiscal, mainly
in Gurugram and
Panchkula as it seeks
to tap a rising de-
mand. In an investors
presentation, DLF in-
formed that the com-
pany plans to launch
residential projects
across Gurugram and
Panchkula by March
2023 after getting req-
uisite approvals from
authorities. The com-
pany plans to launch
around 3 million
square feet area
across residential
projects.

Significant country

Kolkata: India is the
most significant coun-
try for Meta in terms
of all the new things
that feature across its
platforms -- Facebook,
Instagram and
WhatsApp, a top com-
pany official said.
Meta has also provid-
ed a great opportunity
for numerous brands
and millions of cre-
ators to express their
creativity and build
audiences in India
through short-form
videos, said Manish
Chopra, Director and
Head of Partnerships
for Facebook India
(Meta). "India is a very
critical market for our
platforms from multi-
ple dimensions.

Bharat Bond 
New Delhi:The gov-
ernment is planning to
launch the fourth
tranche of Bharat
Bond ETF,India's first
corporate bond ex-
change traded fund, in
December,an official
said. The funds raised
would be utilised for
undertaking capital ex-
penditures by public
sector enterprises. "We
are currently in discus-
sion with CPSEs and
assessing their needs.
The issue size for the
fourth tranche of
Bharat Bond ETF could
probably be close to last
year's," the official told
PTI. In December last
year, the government
had launched the third
tranche with a base
issue size of Rs 1,000
crore.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The government is
nudging LIC to tweak its
product strategy to max-
imise profitability in a
bid to help the country's
largest insurer realise its
full growth potential and
yield better returns for
investors, an official said.
Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) has
been trading below the
issue price of Rs 949 a
share ever since it got
listed on stock exchanges
on May 17. It listed at Rs
872 apiece on NSE. On
Tuesday, the scrip settled
at Rs 595.50, down 0.72 per
cent over the previous
close. Foreign broker-
ages, however, remain

bullish on LIC setting a
higher target price over
the next year as they feel
that the insurer has good
medium-term market po-
tential, negligible high
risk assets and robust
core operating Return on
Embedded Value (ROEV).
Citi in a research report
dated October 14 set a tar-
get price of Rs 1,000 for
LIC scrip, saying LIC is
'positioned better than
mature global players'.

The finance ministry
in its performance re-
view has been sensitising
the LIC management
about the steps that could
be taken to better in-
vestor wealth and focus
on non-participating
products or term plans to

improve profitability.
"With the listing of LIC,
the process of moderni-
sation of the over 65-year-
old institution has start-
ed. We are working with
the management so that
they modernise their
product offering and
lower dividend payout to
policyholders," the offi-
cial told PTI.

In non-participating in-
surance products, insur-
ers do not need to share
their profit in form of
dividend with policyhold-
ers, whereas in case of
participating or par prod-
ucts, the insurer shares
dividend with policyhold-
ers. "The younger genera-
tion is more inclined to
term plan. LIC will have

to rework their strategy
and decide what should
be done so that their asset
under management is
utilised to its full poten-
tial," the official added.
LIC's standalone first-
quarter net profit surged
to Rs 682.88 crore from Rs
2.94 crore in the year-ago
period.

LIC reported an embed-
ded value (EV) of Rs
5,41,492 crore as of March
2022, as compared to Rs
95,605 crore in March
2021 and Rs 5,39,686 crore
in September 2021. Its ini-
tial public offering (IPO)
came in a price band of
Rs 902-949 a share. The
issue fetched about Rs
21,000 crore to the excheq-
uer.

Govt nudges LIC to tweak
product strategy for 

better investor return

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India will not impose
anti-dumping duty on a
Chinese chemical used in
pharma industry as the fi-
nance ministry has not ac-
cepted the recommenda-
tions of DGTR for impos-
ing the levy.

The commerce min-
istry's investigation arm
DGTR had conducted a
probe into the alleged
dumping of "(4R-Cis)-1-1-
D i m e t h y l e t h y l - 6 -
cyanomethyl-2, 2-dimethyl-
1, 3-dioxane-4-acetate" from
China, and in August it
recommended the imposi-
tion of the duty. "The cen-
tral government, after con-
sidering the final findings
of the designated authori-
ty (DGTR), has decided not
to accept the ... recommen-

dations," a memorandum
of Department of Revenue
said. While Directorate
General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR) recom-
mends the duty,
Department of Revenue
takes the final decision to
impose it. This chemical is
also known as ATS-8,
which is a key raw materi-
al for manufacturing
Atorvastatin active phar-
maceutical ingredient. In
international trade parl-
ance, dumping happens
when a country or a firm
exports an item at a price
lower than the price of
that product in its domes-
tic market. Dumping im-
pacts the price of that
product in the importing
country, hitting the mar-
gins and profits of manu-
facturing firms.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Housing sales are likely
to hit an all-time high this
year at 3.6 lakh units in
seven major cities on a
strong demand across all
price categories despite
hardening of interest rates
on home loans and proper-
ty rates, according to
Anarock. The previous
high was recorded in 2014
when housing sales stood
at 3,42,980 units across pri-
mary markets (fresh sales
only) of seven major cities -
- Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR), Kolkata, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Pune. As per the data of
property consultant
Anarock, the sales of resi-
dential properties have
reached 2,72,710 units dur-

ing January-September pe-
riod of the current calen-
dar year and already
breached the 2019 number --
pre-COVID year -- of
2,61,360 units. As housing
demand continues to be
strong during this festive
month despite a rise in in-
terest rates on home loan
from 6.5 per cent to around
8.5 per cent, the property
consultant has forecast that
sales would touch 3.6 lakh
units in the full 2022 calen-
dar year.

"2022 will create residen-

tial market history in India,
having already breached all
previous highs and contin-
uing to witness strong sales
momentum in the ongoing
festive season," Anarock
group Chairman Anuj Puri
said. "Homeownership sen-
timent retained the vibran-
cy ushered in by the COVID
era - despite interest rates
hikes (by RBI) of 190 basis
points, increased property
rates, and the conspicuous
lack of festive season offers
and discounts this year," he
added.

Housing sales in top 7 cities may
hit record 3.6 lakh units this year
̈ Surpassing previous

high in 2014: Anarock

Govt not to impose anti-dumping
duty on Chinese chemical

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Leading stock exchange
BSE has launched
Electronic Gold Receipt
(EGR) on its platform, a
move that will help in effi-
cient and transparent
price discovery of the yel-
low metal.

It introduced two new
products of 995 and 999 pu-
rity during the Muhurat
trading on Diwali and
trading will be in multi-
ples of 1 gram and deliver-
ies in multiples of 10 gram
and 100 gram, the ex-
change said in a state-
ment. The announcement
came after the exchange
last month received final
approval from the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) for
introducing EGR on its
platform. BSE in February

received in-principle ap-
proval from Sebi after

which the exchange con-
ducted several mock trad-

ing in the test environ-
ment for its members to fa-
cilitate trading in EGRs.
EGRs will cater to all mar-
ket participants, which
means that buyers and
sellers on the exchange
will include individual in-
vestors, as well as com-
mercial participants along
the value chain like im-
porters, banks, refiners,
bullion traders, jewellery
manufacturers, and retail-
ers.

"The launch of EGRs
represents a significant
milestone not only for the
BSE but also for the global
bullion industry. BSE is
committed to continuous-
ly facilitating access to
high-quality investment-
based products and servic-
es for our stakeholders,"
Sameer Patil, CBO at BSE
said on Monday.

BSE launches Electronic Gold Receipts

Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn rings the bell during the special
Muhurat Trading session on the occasion of Diwali, at Bombay
Stock Exchange in Mumbai.

Global Health IPO
to open on Nov 3

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The initial share sale
of Global Health
Limited, which operates
and manages hospitals
under the Medanta
brand, will open for pub-
lic subscription on
November 3. The Initial
Public Offering (IPO)
will conclude on
November 7, according to
the Red Herring
Prospectus (RHP).

The IPO consists of a
fresh issue of equity
shares aggregating to Rs
500 crore and an offer for
sale of up to 5.08 crore eq-
uity shares. As a part of
the OFS, Anant
Investments, an affiliate
of private equity major
Carlyle Group and Sunil
Sachdeva (jointly with
Suman Sachdeva), will
offload equity shares.

Chennai, Oct 27: 

Siddharth Rajsekar,
India’s leading Digital
Coach hosted an exclusive
event for his community of
digital coaches, trainers
and teachers, the Internet
Lifestyle Hub in Chennai
on October 10 and 11. The
Freedom Business
Retreat, held at the Leela
Palace was a first for the
community after meeting
only online for 2 years of
the pandemic.

The purpose of the
event was to enable an
inner transformation in
each of the participants by
raising their own internal
thermostat on all levels -
personally, professionally,
financially and emotional-
ly. The event spread over 2
days focussed on self de-
velopment by identifying
one’s core values, goals

and gameplan. It also
showcased success stories
from within the Internet
Lifestyle Hub community,
with each of the selected
participants sharing their
in-depth journeys and key
lessons. The energy soared
high with the biggest
names in the coaching
space like Surendran J,
Founder - Success Gyan,
Rajiv Talreja - Asia’s best

business coach and Puja
Puneet - a vivacious life
coach especially for
women, inspiring the au-
dience with their motiva-
tional sessions. The
Freedom Business Retreat
- Recharge was held at the
Leela Palace in Chennai
from 9am to 11pm and was
attended by 550 coaches
from the Internet Lifestyle
Hub.

The audience cried,
laughed, shared personal
stories and came away
recharged and raring to
go. 88 achievers were felici-
tated with the Diamond
Club Awards, Facilitators
Awards and Crore-Club
Awards. The audience was
in for a huge surprise as
the event came to a close
with an enlightening expe-
rience with Siddharth’s
own spiritual guru, his ho-
liness Jayapataka Swami.

Internet Lifestyle Hub hosted
1st Freedom Business Retreat

Chennai, Oct 27: 

In a world record-setting
breakthrough, Success
Gyan — India’s leading
platform for personal and
professional development
— has achieved the presti-
gious Guinness World
Records title for “the most
number of people saying
the same sentence up-
loaded to Instagram in one
hour”, wherein 1,693
coaches and trainers from
across India took to
Instagram to pledge to
make India the training
capital of the world, on
Teacher’s Day (September
5) 2022. As a tribute to one’s
teachers and gurus,
Success Gyan had invited
participants to participate
by stating and joining in
its mission of reviving
India as a knowledge hub
and making it the training

capital of the world.
Participants were asked to
post their videos at 10 AM
sharp on September 5,
2022. Surendran J,
Founder and CEO, Success
Gyan said, “India was and
still is the greatest wisdom
hub across the globe. At
Success Gyan, we have

picked up the mantle to
make India the superpow-
er it deserves to be.
Supported by our buzzing
coaches and trainers’ com-
munity, we are thrilled to
have succeeded in our offi-
cial attempt for a Guinness
World Records title on
Teacher’s Day. We dedicate
it to all the selfless teachers
and trainers in India.” “We
were overwhelmed by the
number of participants
who took part and joined
us in creating this record.
We express our sincere
and heartfelt gratitude to
each one of the thousands
of people for being part of
this movement and creat-
ing a ripple effect via each
post for the
#SuccessGyanWorldRecor
dAttempt. It is a big mo-
ment for India and for
Success Gyan,” Surendran
J added.

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Multinational compa-
nies are always on the
front foot regarding the
well-being oftheir employ-
ees & with this upcoming
festive season, they are
looking for the besthealthy
gifting options. Recently
Petpooja, a multinational
software-based company
gifted bottles of Evocus,
black alkaline water to its
workforce as part ofDiwali
Gifting instead of sweets
or any other traditional
gifts.

This black alkaline
water has been seen in the
hands of many celebrities
& athletesand has reached
the corporate world. The
hustle-bustle lifestyle of
the modernworking force
has witnessed a massive
drop in health & immunity.
Studies say thatlack of

time results in improper
eating routines, unhealthy
munching, & low water-
consumption resulting in
degrading health condi-
tions. Gifting a bottle of
black alkaline water moti-
vates the staff to shift to-
wards what’sgood for your
gut & immunity. Water is a
most basic & important
daily essential forour body
which doesn’t have the idol
required minerals & PH

levels in it. On the other
hand, Evocus black alka-
line water is known for its
multiple useful properties-
like Super Hydration,
Boosting Metabolism &
Immunity, Detoxification
&Reduces Acidity. The
Health Benefits of this
well-known water has al-
ways attracted celebrities
a lotbut this time it also got
the eyeballs of the com-
mon masses.

Indian Multinational Software
Company gifts Black Water

Success Gyan achieves
Guinness World Record title

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

After falling last week,
the market-funding cost for
the states continues to
head north, with the latest
auction seeing the average
cut-off rate or yield jump-
ing by as much as 12 bps to
7.84 per cent, but for the
Centre, it remained flat.

After rising for four
weeks in a row, the average
price that the states pay to
their debt investors fell by
11 bps to 7.72 per cent at the
auctions held on October
18. The weighted average
cut-off rose by 12 bps to 7.84
per cent from 7.72 per cent
in the last auction, with a
rise in weighted average
tenor to 13 years from 12
years, Aditi Nayar, the
chief economist at rating
agency Icra said in a note.

As against this, the
benchmark 10-year G-sec
yield only inched by 1 bps

to 7.44 per cent, while the
weighted average cut-off of
the 10-year state bond
jumped 10 bps to 7.83 per
cent. Accordingly, the
spread between the weight-
ed average cut-off of 10-
year state debt and the 10-
year G-sec yield increased
to 39 bps from 30 bps.
Tuesday's auction was the
first so far this fiscal
wherein the states bor-
rowed more than what was
notified in the quarterly
auction calendar, as 14
states have drawn down Rs
25,200 crore, which is 3 per
cent more than indicated
(Rs 24,500 crore) in the auc-
tion calendar. This auction
was also the second largest
this fiscal. Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Bengal raised Rs 4,500
crore more than the
amount that they had indi-
cated in the Q3 auction cal-
endar.

FinMin extends ITR
filing deadline for

companies till Nov 7

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The Finance Ministry on
Wednesday extended the
deadline for filing income tax
returns for the assessment
year 2022-23 by businesses till
November 7. The last date for
filing ITR by companies who
are required to get their
accounts audited was October
31. The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), the apex deci-
sion-making body in matters
of income and corporate tax,
in a notification said since it
had last month extended the
deadline for filing audit
reports, hence the ITR filing
due date too is extended.
"CBDT... extends the due date
of furnishing of Return of
Income under sub-section (1)
of section 139 of the Act for
the Assessment Year 2022-23,
which is October 31, 2022... to
November 7, 2022," the CBDT
notification said. 

States borrowing cost
again rises sharply

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Reliance Retail is ex-
panding its business into
the fast-growing toy sector
through its brand Rowan
to operate in the affordable
segment with a smaller
shop size. The company
was running its toy distri-
bution business through
Rowan. It has now brought
this homegrown brand to
the front end by opening
its first EBO (exclusive
brand outlet) at Gurugram
in NCR in the last quarter
with a store size of 1,400 sq
feet. Under this new for-
mat, Reliance Retail, the
retail arm of Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance
Industries, will have a
range of affordable toys
not only from the brand
Rowan on its shelves but
also from other brands,
said an industry source.

Reliance Retail also has
the iconic British toy retail
brand Hamleys in its fold.
Hamleys is the world's old-
est toy retailer and was ac-
quired by Reliance in 2019,
marking the first acquisi-
tion of a global retail
brand by the company.
Hamleys would continue
to operate in the premium
space, while brand Rowan
would help Reliance Retail
to tap the mid-premium
and mass segment with its
affordable offerings, the
source said. The unit value
of toys will be much lower
at Rowan stores, and the
discounts offered will be
higher. Hence, products
will be more affordable, he
added. Moreover, unlike
Hamleys, the store size of
Rowan stores will be much
smaller, ideally measuring
between 500-1,000 sq ft, he
noted.

Reliance Retail to expand biz
in affordable toy segment

through Rowan brand

ACROSS

1. "Wish You ____ Here"

5. Tiny particles

10. Practice boxing

14. Absent

15. "Men in Black", e.g.

16. Toledo's lake

17. Worsen

19. Traveled on horseback

20. Before, to Keats

21. Deer's horn

22. December 24 and 31

23. Flank

24. Disparaging

25. Painters' stands

28. Felt

31. Regions

32. Trio number

33. RI time zone

36. Poses

37. Midwest airport

38. Picnic crashers

39. Enjoy a buffet

40. October birthstones

41. Open a bottle

42. Soup legume

44. Registers

45. Strainer

47. Judge

48. Highest point

49. African expedition

52. Atlas entry

55. Legal claim

56. Eliminate completely

58. Posted

59. Fido's rope

60. Fragrance

61. Martial ____

62. Margins

63. Bawled

DOWN

1. Walk in water

2. Water jug

3. Current fad

4. Needle feature

5. Changes for the better

6. Rich dessert

7. The ____ Office

8. Tiny insect

9. Prophet

10. Tranquil

11. Capital of Rhode Island

12. Assisted

13. Della ____ of "Touched by an

Angel"

18. Hammers' targets

23. Oceans

24. Compass reading (abbr.)

25. Lighten

26. Pavarotti solo
27. Colony
28. Will
29. Blunders
30. Once named
32. Bangkok native
34. Heavenly light
35. Recipe measures (abbr.)
37. Choose
38. Penny ____
40. First in a series
41. Loosen laces
43. Incidents
44. Our planet's
45. Chip dip
46. Colder
47. Rear
49. Flounder's kin
50. Sleeping
51. Old Glory
52. Fashioned
53. Upon
54. Jaunty
57. Paddle a boat
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wing health and an enthusiastic attitude
make almost anything a pleasure today,
Aquarius. Relations with friends and
family are warm, congenial, and cooper-
ative. Your day should go as smoothly as
you could expect. There is something
you want to do in the afternoon that
you're looking forward to. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Information that comes your way today
could launch you into a search for truth,
Pisces. Perhaps this is a new business-relat-
ed idea that you want to explore. It could be
a new philosophical interest, and you will
want to learn as much as you can about it.
Whichever it is, your mind is sharp, so you're
likely to finish the day a lot more knowl-
edgeable than you were when it began.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Although you're usually very responsible
and you try to keep the proper balance
between your home and professional
lives, today your mind and heart are more
focused on your home, Aries. A warm
sense of unity with family and close
friends could make for a very pleasant day
and an even more pleasant evening. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Having a sense of community unites the
people around you in aiming for a com-
mon goal, and this could be a new interest
for you, Taurus. Warm and loving emails
and calls could come from family, close
friends, or your life partner. An impromp-
tu short trip to a favorite place could
result in a pleasant surprise. This promis-
es to be a busy day and a great one.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have been expecting some
money over the past several days, and
today it could finally arrive. Delays in
reaching your goals are finished for the
moment. If you have a project you've
been trying to complete, Gemini, this is
the day to do it, especially if it involves
paperwork. This isn't the day to com-
pete with anyone, however. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're feeling especially sharp, Cancer.
Your thoughts are more focused than
usual and your mind especially penetrat-
ing. A promised get-together with friends
or loved ones may have to be delayed, but
it will take place. Information about pos-
sible business opportunities could come
through periodicals, and if you like them,
check them out. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Practical thoughts may be the result of
unconscious impulses brought to the sur-
face by events at home. Old traumas and
phobias could be released, although you
should take care to not dwell on them too
much or you'll reinforce them instead of
getting rid of them. Your imagination is fly-
ing high. You might focus it on decorating
your house. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Gatherings in your neighborhood could
bring new and interesting information
your way, Virgo. A message from an
acquaintance could send you down a new
path toward a new goal. Relations with
everyone around you - from your romantic
partner to the most casual of acquain-
tances - should be warm and congenial.
Conversations should be stimulating.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Success in a project you've been working
on could mean you want to go out and cel-
ebrate. You might feel guilty about doing
it, but go ahead, Libra. Order a glass of
wine and dessert! Tonight is the night to
forget work and go for sheer, unadulterat-
ed pleasure. You have the break coming.
Your efforts are finally being recognized,
and you're on your way. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A subject that you've been studying for
a long time might suddenly start mak-
ing sense to you, Scorpio. Or you could
finally reach a point where you can
make it work for you in a practical way.
Your thinking now is especially clear,
focused, down to Earth, and efficient,
so whatever you try or start today is
likely to lead to success. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Past impressions that you may not even
know you have could enhance your abili-
ty to deal with practical matters today,
Sagittarius. You might need to handle
some paperwork regarding a settlement
of some kind. The thoughts and feelings
of those closest to you are more apparent
than usual. You may tailor your behavior
toward them accordingly. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Computer glitches or bank errors might
send erroneous information to you about
your finances. Perhaps the bank says you
have less money than you do, or a bill is
higher than you thought it should be. If
you can, make sure it gets settled today.
You won't want to spend your day under
this cloud. You will probably want to
indulge in total frivolity. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
iblings are our first
friends, constant
confidants, and

supreme saviours. The
love shared by brothers
and sisters are one of the
most special bonds and
Bhai Dooj marks the cele-
bration of this beautiful
relationship. &TV actors
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Kamna
Pathak (Rajesh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) share their excite-
ment to make this Bhai
Dooj extra special. Neha
Joshi, who essays
Yashoda in &TV show
Doosri Maa, says, "Bhai
Dooj is known as Bhau
Beej in Maharashtra, and
I celebrate this festival
with full enthusiasm
every year. Although I
pray for my elder broth-
er's long life every day, I
make it a point to express
my love to him on this
special day. As per tradi-
tion, I draw a square on
the floor and make my
brother sit there, apply
tilak on his forehead, per-
form aarti for him, and
then we both gorge on
our favourite besan ke
ladoo. After the puja cere-

mony, the best time is
when we exchange gifts. I
am not a demanding sis-
ter, but he has always
loaded me with my
favourite things.
However, for me, the best
gifts I have received from
him are my bhabi and my
cute little niece. He is
older than me, but we
share a friendly bond.
Whenever we meet, we
laugh about one thing for
sure: how he cried when I
was born because he
wanted a brother to play
with, and now I have be-
come more like a brother
to him. He has always
been very supportive, and
I will be eternally grate-
ful to him for always en-
couraging me in my act-
ing career. This Bhau
Beej, if I want anything
from him, it would be his
simplicity, smartness,
and intelligence.
However, I will keep my
gift for him a secret and
surprise him. Bhau
Beejchya hardik
shubecha”. Watch Doosri
Maa at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

Celebs share 
excitement for ‘Bhai
Dooj’ celebrations

H
imani Shivpuri, cur-
rently playing Katori
Amma in &TV's

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, is
undoubtedly one of the
most recognized and
renowned actors in the
Indian entertainment in-
dustry. The veteran actor,
who is ageing gracefully
and looks young for his age,
believes that birthdays
should be about more than
just giving yourself joy, but
also sharing that joy with
others. The actress, who
will be celebrating her
birthday on the day of
Diwali, tends to get a
smile on others' faces this
year. Sharing her birthday
plans with us, Himani
Shivpuri aka Katori Amma
says, "Every year my special
day begins with a surprise
celebration at midnight,
complete with cake and dec-
orations by my son. It is his
genuine affection with
which he assembles all my
favourite things that makes
the celebrations always very
special and filled with
greater joy each year. This
year my birthday will be
more festive and special

for me because I will make
homemade sweets and dis-
tribute them to children, the
elderly, or families who are
homeless and in need of
food. Seeing their happy
faces brings me great joy.”

She further adds, "Every
year I have a working birth-
day, but this year it is a dou-
ble celebration as it is

falling around Diwali.

Himani Shivpuri’s festive Birthday bash 

S
inger, TV, and film ac-
tress Tia Bajpai is all
set for her next proj-

ect 'The Secret Dimension'
which is based on the life
of an ambitious girl, who
goes to any extent to
achieve her dreams but in
the process, she realises
that there are many as-
pects of life that need to be
explored.

Tia connects well with
her character, as she men-
tions:" It's the journey of a
girl who dares to dream
big despite limited re-
sources. You will see bits
and pieces of myself in
the film as well."

Tia, who made her film
debut with Vikram Bhatt's
'Haunted - 3D' has been
part of several movies in-
cluding '1920: Evil
Returns', 'Hate Story 4' and
was also seen on TV shows
like 'Ghar Ki Lakshmi
Betiyann' in which she
played the lead role and
many others.

The actress hails from
Lucknow and in the movie
as well she is playing the
character, who belongs to
the same city.

Produced by Maximum
Risk Entertainment, the
film is shot in 12 countries.

"It's about every person
who dreams about the im-
possible, goes through hell
to achieve it, but then re-
alises that there's way
more to life than just one
thing, only those who dare
can find the key to the se-
cret dimension," she adds.

Tia is going to sing all
her songs in the film.
While sharing more about
it, she said: "I am singing

all my songs in the film,
it's a musical film. It has 11
songs in it written and per-
formed by me. The music
is done by Arian Romal
who is based in Europe.
It's difficult to put the
music in a genre because
it's a mix of English and
Hindi songs. But I can as-
sure you one thing, it's a
complete album and each
and every song will be
loved by people."

What makes the movie
close and special to her,
Tia replies: "Every film
I've done has been special
to me. 'The Secret
Dimension' holds a special
place in my heart because
it's a visual album film,
and I am playing myself,
that's where it's different
from the other films I've
done. Also, every emotion
is described through
songs."

On sharing the shooting
experience in European
countries with the
Denmark-based film direc-
tor Omid Romal, the
'Ssshhhh... Phir Koi Hai'
actress praises him for the
way he showed his respect
towards India and she
elaborates: "It was fun,
they were extremely re-
spectful about our country
and culture. They re-
searched everything about
India and me before start-
ing the film." "I really ap-
preciate the fact that they
made it a point to respect
the religious values of our
people. I loved how organ-
ised they were, since there
was a lot of costume
change and travelling re-
quired for this film."

Tia Bajpai: ‘The Secret
Dimension holds a

special place as I am
playing myself’

B
ollywood actress
Kareena Kapoor
Khan, who was

last seen in 'Laal Singh
Chaddha', had an event-
ful Diwali this year with
her family and her social
media pictures cement
the same.

Kareena took to her
Instagram to share fes-
tive pictures of her fami-
ly. Her two sons - Taimur
and Jeh can be seen in
the pictures along with
her husband Saif Ali
Khan. In one of the pic-
tures, while everyone
looks decked up in Indian
ethnicwear, the couple's
second son Jeh can be
seen throwing tantrums
as he lies on the floor.

Captioning the pic-

tures, Kareena wrote,
"This is Us From mine to
yours... Happy Diwali
friends.. Stay Blessed."

The actress was seen
dressed in a gorgeous red
outfit while the boys of
her life were dressed in
matching black kurta
and white pyjama outfits.

The last picture featur-
ing Jeh's tantrum drew
the most attention from
the fans and the film fra-
ternity. Saif's sister Saba
Ali Khan took to the com-
ments section and wrote,
"Wishing u love light n
luck ...getting #jehjaan to
pose!! Happy Diwali."
Kareena's cousin Zahan
Kapoor added, "The last
image is just tooooo
good."

Kareena shares Diwali
pics, Jeh’s tantrums

takes the cake

D
irector Sudheer
Varma's upcoming
action thriller

'Ravanasura', featuring
actor Ravi Teja in the
lead, will hit screens
worldwide on April 7 next
year. Made on a grand
scale by Abhishek Nama's
Abhishek Pictures and
RT Teamworks, the film

will feature five actresses
-- Anu Emmanuel, Megha
Akash, Faria Abdullah,
Daksha Nagarkar and
Poojitha Ponnada. Actor
Sushanth too plays a piv-
otal role in the film, the
makers of which released
a new poster of the film.
Varma is presenting Teja
in a never seen before role

in the film. Teja plays the
role of a lawyer in the
movie, believed to to be
high on action.
H a r s h a v a r d h a n
Rameswar and Bheems
together provide music
for the film, while Vijay
Kartik Kannan handles
the cinematography and
Srikanth is the editor.

Ravi Teja’s ‘Ravanasura’ 
to hit screens on April 7

B
ollywood actor Vicky
Kaushal celebrated
his first Diwali with

wife Katrina Kaif and his
family. The actor took to
his Instagram to share a
picture of himself in the
company of Katrina.

In the picture, the two
can be seen with their back
facing the camera as they
pull off ethnic wear with
panache. But what made
everyone go 'awww' was
Vicky's cute caption for
Katrina. Captioning the
picture, the Uri' actor
wrote, "Ghar ki Lakshmi
ke saath Lakshmi pooja ho
gayi. Aap sabhi ko hu-
maari taraf se shubh
Diwali (Done with the cus-
tomary Lakshmi Pooja
with the Lakshmi of our
house. Wishing everyone a
very happy Diwali)."

After he uploaded the
picture, Vicky received a
plethora of comments
from the fans and his in-
dustry friends. While both
Nimrat Kaur and casting

director Mukesh Chhabra
put up heart emojis under
the picture, fans flooded
the post with their com-
ments, with many of them
calling Vicky "a perfect
husband material" much
like the English title of his
2018 release
'Manmarziyaan' which also
starred Taapsee Pannu and
Abhishek Bachchan.

Vicky calls Katrina ‘ghar
ki Lakshmi’, netizens call

him perfect husband
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Melbourne, Oct 26 (PTI):

Ireland continued their
giant-killing act in the
T20 World Cup and pulled
off yet another upset win,
defeating England by five
runs via the Duckworth-
Lewis method to throw
open group 1 of the T20
World Cup here on
Wednesday.

Having stormed into
Super 12 by eliminating
two-time champions West
Indies, Ireland rode on a
sparkling 47-ball 62 by
skipper Andy Balbirnie
and looked for a 180-plus
total before England
dragged them back to
bowl them out for 157 in
19.2 overs.

Leg-spinner Liam
Livingstone triggered the
collapse before pacer
Mark Wood seized the ini-
tiative as the duo re-
turned with three wick-
ets each to deny Ireland
15-20 runs extra.

Chasing the tricky tar-
get, the 2010 champions
were 105/5 in 14.3 overs,
five runs short of the
DLS target of 110 as the
play could not be started
within the cutoff time
due to rain and Ireland
completed their second
win over England in a
World Cup.

Eleven years ago at the
ODI World Cup in India,
Kevin O'Brien had in-
spired a stunning win
over England at the
Chinnaswamy. Overall,

this was Ireland's third
win over England with
two coming in the ODI

format.
The Ireland win has

now opened the doors for

Australia as five of the
six teams in the group
now have two points
each. Left-arm pacer Josh
Little swung the new ball
both ways and dismissed
the two English openers
Jos Buttler (0) and Alex
Hales (7) in space of nine
balls.

Fionn Hand then
knocked over the danger-
ous Ben Stokes with a
back of length delivery
that sharply cut back in
the last over of Power
Play.

England lost half of
their side when Barry
McCarthy induced a top
edge of Dawid Malan in-
side 14 overs as they still
needed 72 runs form 41
balls. Ireland were let
down by their fielding
but overall they towered
over their English rivals

both in batting and bowl-
ing. This was also
Ireland's maiden win in
the second stage of the
T20 World Cup.

Earlier, Ireland skipper
Balbirnie smashed a 47-
ball 62, his first T20 World
Cup half-century and
eighth overall, in an en-
tertaining 82-run second
wicket partnership with
Lorcan Tucker (34 from
27 balls) to give them a
flying start after England
opted to bowl in overcast
conditions.

But Livingstone (3-0-17-
3) dismissed Balbirnie
and followed it up with
George Dockrell's wicket
in the next ball to trigger
the collapse before Mark
Wood (4-0-34-3) and Sam
Curran (3-0-31-2) ran
through Ireland's middle
and lower order.

Ireland shock England 
by 5 runs via DLS method

Ireland's Fionn Hand (C) celebrates his wicket of England's Ben
Stokes with teammates during the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between England and Ireland at Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) on October 26.

MMeellbboouurrnnee:: The T20 World Cup match between New Zealand
and Afghanistan was abandoned without a ball being bowled
due to persistent rain here on Wednesday. The Group 1 Super
12 match was scheduled to start at 1.30PM IST but rain forced
the players to reman indoors. Both teams shared a point each
as rain refused to relent, forcing the umpires to call off the
match. The covers were removed ahead of the scheduled
inspection, but the rain again came down heavily at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Earlier, in the rain-hit opening
game of the day at the MCG, Ireland stunned England by five
runs via the Duckworth-Lewis method following multiple inter-
ruptions. For both New Zealand and Afghanistan, Wednesday's
game was their second outing in the Super 12 stage. While New
Zealand beat defending champions Australia by 89 runs in their
opening match, Afghanistan lost by five wickets to England.

NZ-Afghanistan match 
abandoned owing to rain

Johor Bahru , Oct 26 (PTI):

The Indian junior men's
hockey team scored a last-
minute goal to play out a
thrilling 5-5 draw against
Australia and occupy the
second spot in round-robin
league standings of the
Sultan of Johor Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Amandeep (60th minute)
saved India with a final
minute strike after Boby
Singh Dhami (2nd), Sharda
Nand Tiwari (8th, 35th)
and Arijit Singh Hundal
(18th) found the Australian
net. Liam Hart (3rd), Jack
Holland (8th), Joshua
Brooks (20th, 41st) and
Jake Lambeth (49th) were
the goal scorers for
Australia. Australia are
leading the standings with
10 points from four games,
while India are placed sec-
ond with two wins, one
draw and one loss. India
had beaten hosts Malaysia
5-2 in their opener, lost 4-5

to South Africa and then
thrashed Japan 5-1.
Against Australia, the
Indians made a superb
start with captain Uttam
Singh getting to the base-
line and laying the ball off
for his deputy Dhami to
score from their very first
move. But less than a
minute later, Australia
equalised through Hart.

Soon after, Australia
surged ahead as Holland
found the back of the
Indian net to register his
first goal of the day. But
Australia's lead didn't last
long as Tiwari's crisp shot
from a penalty corner lev-
elled the scores.

The second quarter
kicked off at a high tempo
as well, with Dhami look-
ing to run down the
Australian defence in the
early exchanges. The pres-
sure paid off as Hundal
was able to deflect a pass
past the Australian goal-
keeper to hand India the

lead again.
A couple of minutes

later, India goalkeeper
Mohith Shashikumar con-
ceded a penalty and
Brooks made no mistake to
make it 3-3 at half time.

After the changeover,
India continued their goal
hunt and it took them five
minutes to succeed as
Tiwari converted another
penalty corner with con-
viction.

The lead, though, was
wiped off in six minutes as
Brooks' penalty corner
made it 4-4.

Four minutes into the
fourth and final quarter,
Australia got their nose
ahead with Lambeth's
penalty corner conversion.
India came out all guns
blazing in search of the
equaliser and Amandeep
rescued his side by finding
the net seconds before the
final hooter. India will play
Great Britain in their fifth
game on Friday.

India play out thrilling 5-5 draw against
Australia in Sultan of Johor Cup

Dubai, Oct 26 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli stormed his way back
into the top 10 T20I batting
chart, climbing up five spots
to ninth position in the latest
rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Kohli has been rewarded
for his heroics against
Pakistan in India's T20 World
Cup opener against arch-ri-
vals Pakistan at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
last Sunday. Kohli smashed
an unbeaten 82 to guide India
to a memorable last-ball vic-
tory, the knock catapulting
the former India captain into
the top 10 of T20I batters list.

The 33-year-old hit six
fours and four sixes during
his glorious innings. India
seamer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar jumped two spots to
the 10th spot in the bowlers'
rankings, while Hardik
Pandya rose three places to
third in the all-rounders
chart following his impres-
sive start to the T20 World
Cup. Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan
(849 rating points) continues
to occupy the top spot, with

New Zealand opener Devon
Conway (831) rising three
places to replace
Suryakumar Yadav from the
second position. Conway hit
a 58-ball unbeaten 92 to help
New Zealand thrash defend-
ing champions Australia by
89 runs in their opener.

With 828 rating points in
his kitty, Suryakumar
dropped to the third spot but
was ahead of Pakistan skip-
per Babar Azam (799) and
South Africa's Aiden
Markram (762).

Melbourne, Oct 26 (PTI):

England skipper Jos
Buttler conceded that his
side erred in the loss
against Ireland, leaving
the former champions
under pressure to make
the semifinals of the T20
World Cup.

England lost by five
runs to Ireland via
Duckworth Lewis method
in a rain-affected match
here on Thursday. They
had defeated Afghanistan
in their tournament open-
er. With Ireland, Sri
Lanka, England and
Australia winning and los-
ing a match each the top
two spots are up for grabs
in a tough group 1.

"I thought we were poor
in the first 10 overs and let
them get away. We were
not consistent enough, let
them score on both sides of
the wicket. The second ten
overs were much better.

"Ireland were excellent,
they outplayed us. We
know we have made a mis-
take here and have put
more pressure on us, but

certainly if you needed a
game to get going then
England-Australia is one
of those," Buttler said at
the post-match presenta-
tion. Ireland skipper Andy
Balbirnie was delighted by
the win against one of the
tournament favourites.

Sydney, Oct 26 (PTI):

On a high after a breath-
taking performance
against Pakistan, the
Indian team is unlikely to
face much challenge from
minnows Netherlands in
their T20 World Cup
match, here on Thursday.

The formidable Indian
batting line up is expected
to bully the 'Orange' attack
which is decent but not ex-
actly menacing.

For India, the primary
aim will be to guard
against complacency as
there would always be a
chance of going off the
boil after winning an emo-
tionally exhausting high-
intensity game.

The contest will be a
chance for three of the top
four batters -- skipper
Rohit Sharma, inconsis-
tent KL Rahul and danger-
ous Suryakumar Yadav --
to get some runs under
their belt before the next
big game against South
Africa, the result of which
will determine the group

standings. The
Netherlands' attack com-
prises Fred Klaassen, Bad
de Leede, Tim Pringle and
former Proteas left-arm
spinner Roelof van der
Merwe, who is the only
player in the rival line up
to have played in IPL in

the past. The Netherlands
bowling attack appeared
decent in the League stage
as well as in the Super 12
game against Bangladesh
at Hobart, which is colder,
windier and offers pitches
that assist bowlers.
However it will be a differ-

ent ball game on Thursday
as they will have to con-
tend with a high-quality
batting line-up on an SCG
track which will aid
stroke-making. New
Zealand had scored 200
against Australia at the
SCG in their first game
and the Indian batters
would also want to have a
first go. A favourable re-
sult in the spin of coin will
give captain Rohit Sharma
and coach Rahul Dravid a
chance to bat first, put a
total and defend it al-
though it will be a differ-
ent challenge against bet-
ter sides. But batting first
will provide adequate time
for someone like KL Rahul
to get back his rhythm and
be ready for the Proteas
test. Bowling coach Paras
Mhambrey confirmed on
Wednesday that the Indian
team will play the same
eleven against the
Netherlands that took the
field against Pakistan on
Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI):

Tired of waiting for the
elusive India call-up, a
frustrated Suryakumar
Yadav switched from hard
work to smart work,
tweaking certain aspects
of his game to get his
much-anticipated break-
through.

The 32-year-old decided
to change his training,
began dieting and batting
more towards the off-side
to be more effective.

"After 2017-18 me and
my wife, Devisha, sat
down and decided, let's do
some smart work from
here on. You have worked
hard, you have come this
far, let's do something else
and we will see what hap-
pens," Suryakumar told
ESPNCricinfo's Cricket
Monthly.

"I started training in a
different way. After 2018 I
realised what I needed to
work on in my game. I
started batting more to-

wards the off side. "I start-
ed dieting. Did a few
things which really helped
me in the 2018 domestic
season and 2019. And
going forward, in 2020 my
body was completely dif-
ferent." Suryakumar made
his debut in international
cricket in a T20 match
against England in March

2021, 11 years after starting
his first-class career.

Suryakumar felt that he
had been practising mind-
lessly before and getting
frustrated, but after shift-
ing to"quality" training he
became more consistent.

"It took time. It took
around a year and a half
for me to realise what my
body is used to - what will
help me, how can I move
forward. "Eventually we
both realised, yes, we are
moving in the right direc-
tion. Then everything was
on autopilot. I knew what I
had to do, how I had to
train, how much practice I
had to do," he said.

"Before that I was just
practising, practising, get-
ting a little frustrated
sometimes. And I felt there
was no quality in that -
there was a lot of quantity.
But after 2018 there was a
lot of quality in my train-
ing, diet, net sessions and
everything, which helped
me really well.

Kohli storms into top 10;
Bhuvneshwar, Pandya too rise

Chance for India’s top-order to get some
runs ahead of tough Proteas test

Match Starts: 12:30 pm IST.

captain Rohit Sharma (R) and teammmate Dinesh Karthik walk
during a practice session.

We made a mistake, now we
are under pressure: Buttler

Paris, Oct 26 (AP):

His first goal was a non-
chalant, outside-of-the-
foot finish. His second
was pretty much his
trademark fast feet out-
side the area and then a
precise curler into the cor-
ner.

Lionel Messi kept up
his stellar pre- World Cup
form to help rampant
Paris Saint-Germain be-
come one of four teams to
advance to the last 16 of
the Champions League on
Tuesday, along with
Chelsea, Benfica and
Borussia Dortmund.

That's more than half of
the round of 16 lineup
confirmed now five clubs
had already gone through
and PSG will be one of the
teams its rivals are look-
ing to avoid, especially

with Messi in this mood.
Kylian Mbappe, too. At op-
posite ends of their ca-
reers, the two superstar
forwards are tasked with

guiding the French cham-
pions to a first Champions
League title and they both
scored twice in a 7-2
thrashing of Maccabi

Haifa. Neymar, the other
member of the team's
high-profile attacking tri-
dent, also scored in a vic-
tory that guaranteed PSG

a top-two finish alongside
Benfica in Group H. Both
teams are on 11 points
heading into the final
round. Benfica was a 4-3
winner over Juventus,
which has failed to reach
the knockout stage for the
first time since the 2013-14
season. With perhaps the
best goal of the 33 scored
in the next-to-last round of
group games, Kai Havertz
whipped a long-range shot
in off the crossbar to earn
Chelsea a 2-1 win at
Salzburg and a first-place
finish in Group E.

It's the 18th time in 19
group-stage campaigns
that Chelsea, a two-time
Champions League win-
ner, has advanced. PSG
has done so for 11 straight
seasons now but has yet to
win European soccer's
biggest prize.

Messi stars, PSG among 4 teams
advancing in Champions League

Paris 
Saint-Germain's
Argentine forward
Lionel Messi (L)
fights for the ball
with Maccabi
Haifa's Nigerien
midfielder Ali
Mohamed during
the UEFA
Champions League
Group H second
leg football match
between Paris
Saint-Germain
(PSG) and Maccabi
Haifa FC at the
Parc des Princes
stadium in Paris on
October 25.

Switched from hard work to smart
work to get India call-up: Suryakumar
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Bldg collapse 
KKoocchhii:: Two migrant work-
ers died after an old
building, where demoli-
tion work was underway,
collapsed at Maradu in
this city on Wednesday.
Both the deceased were
natives of Odisha, police
said. Though the workers
were rushed to the gov-
ernment hospital, they
were declared brought
dead by doctors.

UN meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The UN
Counter-Terrorism
Committee will discuss
ways to deal with terror-
ist groups using the inter-
net, new online payment
mechanism and
unmanned aerial systems.
While the first day's
meeting will take place in
Mumbai on October 28,
the second day's delibera-
tions will take place in
New Delhi the next day.

Suspended 
IIttaannaaggaarr:: The Arunachal
Pradesh government has
suspended two officials
for alleged dereliction of
duty during a fire incident
that ravaged 700 shops in
a market near here, an
official statement said on
Wednesday. The fire
broke out at Naharlagun
daily market on Tuesday
morning, and shopkeep-
ers claimed that they
rushed to an adjacent fire
station after spotting the
blaze but "no personnel
was there".

Support
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who lost out to
Mallikarjun Kharge in the
party's presidential race,
on Wednesday pledged
his full support and coop-
eration to the new AICC
chief in taking the party
forward. Kharge, the first
non-Gandhi to head the
party in 24 years, formally
took over as the Congress
president at the AICC
headquarters here.

Resolve
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The
Department of Pension
and Pensioners' Welfare
(DoPPW) has resolved
3,150 pending pension-
related grievances during
the ongoing special
Swachhata campaign, an
official statement issued
on Wednesday said. 

Happiness 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday expressed
delight at two more
Indian beaches being cer-
tified as 'blue beaches'.
"This is great!
Congratulations, particu-
larly to the people of
Lakshadweep, for this
feat. India's coastline is
remarkable and there is
also a great amount of
passion among our people
to further coastal cleanli-
ness," he tweeted.

Jaishankar To Chinese Envoy

BRIEF

Sweets offered by devotees 
at the Kashi Vishwanath temple

as part of a ritual to mark
'Annakut' during Diwali festival

celebrations, in Varanasi,
Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Veteran leader
Mallikarjun Kharge for-
mally took over as
Congress president on
Wednesday and said the
party will break the "sys-
tem of lies and hatred"
prevailing under the cur-
rent government.

Kharge, the first non-
Gandhi to head the party
in 24 years, had defeated
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor in a di-
rect contest for the presi-
dent's post in the grand
old party after the
Gandhis opted out of the
race. Speaking at the
event after he was handed
over the certificate of
election to the top post at
a function at the AICC
headquarters here,
Kharge said it was an
emotional moment for
him and he would like to
thank Congress people for
making a worker's son
and an ordinary worker,
president of the party.

"I know it is a difficult
time, efforts are being
made to change democra-
cy established by
Congress," the 80-year-old
leader said after taking
over as party chief.

"The Congress will
break this system of lies
and hatred that is prevail-
ing in the country," he
said.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 26: 

Maoists killed a 32-year-
old man when he went to
his farm in Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki district,
police said on Wednesday.

The incident took place
on Tuesday in
Ghotiyakanhar village
under Maoist-hit Aundhi
police station area,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Puplesh Patre
said, adding that the exact
reason behind the killing
was yet to be ascertained.

No Maoist pamphlets or
posters were recovered
from the spot, he said.

As per preliminary infor-
mation, a group of armed
Maoists surrounded Manjit
Toppo, a native of Tukam
village located nearby in
the area, when he went to
his farm in Ghotiyakanhar,
the official said.

They killed Toppo and
left the body at the farm, he
said. "The body, which was
later recovered by police,
bore a bullet injury mark
and it seems the man's head
was hit by an axe," the offi-
cial said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Peace and tranquillity in
the border areas are essen-
tial for normal ties be-
tween India and China,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar conveyed to
outgoing Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong
on Wednesday. Jaishankar
made the remarks when
the envoy called on him.

India and China are
locked in a lingering bor-
der standoff in eastern

Ladakh for over 29 months.
The bilateral relationship
came under severe strain
following the deadly clash
in Galwan Valley in
Eastern Ladakh in June,
2020. "Received
Ambassador Sun Weidong
of China for a farewell call.
Emphasized that the devel-
opment of India-China re-
lations is guided by the 3
Mutuals. Peace and tran-
quility in the border areas
is essential," the external
affairs minister tweeted.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday told his
Russian counterpart
Sergei Shoigu that the
Ukraine conflict should be
resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy and the nu-
clear option should not be
resorted to by any side.

In telephonic talks,
Shoigu briefed Singh on
the evolving situation in
Ukraine, including his

concerns about possible
"provocations through use
of 'dirty bomb'", the de-
fence ministry said.

The conversation took
place at the initiative of
the Russian defence min-
ister amid escalation of
hostilities between Russia
and Ukraine. "Singh reit-
erated India's position on
the need to pursue the
path of dialogue and
diplomacy for an early
resolution of the conflict,"
the ministry said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

The Central Vigilance
Commission has asked
public sector banks, un-
dertakings and central
government departments
to regularly identify sensi-
tive posts and ensure the
rotation of officers man-
ning them within the pre-
scribed time limit.

The move came after the
CVC noticed that many of
the organisations are not
following its guidelines
about the identification of
sensitive posts in letter
and spirit.

In an order, the commis-
sion said the Chief
Vigilance Officers (CVOs) -
- who act as distant arm of
the panel to check corrup-
tion -- in consultation with
the chief executive/man-
agement of the respective

organisations, should im-
mediately undertake an
exercise to identify sensi-
tive posts in their organi-
sations.

"In future, an exercise to
review and identify sensi-
tive posts may be conduct-
ed after an interval of
every three years," said
the order dated October 25.

Further, it may also be
ensured that the officials
holding sensitive posts are
transferred/posted out
from such posts as per the
time limits prescribed by
the commission and the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) from
time to time, without ex-
ception, it said.

"Identification of sensi-
tive posts and rotational
transfer of officials hold-
ing sensitive posts is one of
the tools for effective im-

plementation of preven-
tive vigilance mecha-
nism," the probity watch-
dog said. Periodical rota-
tion of officials holding
sensitive posts would help
eliminate the scope of de-
veloping vested interest by
the officials and would
also reduce the scope of in-
dulging in corrupt activi-
ties, it said in the order to
secretaries of all central
government departments
and chief executives of
public sector banks, insur-
ance companies and enter-
prises.

"In view of the ever
changing scenario and in-
creasing use of technology
in the functioning of or-
ganisations, it is impor-
tant that the list of sensi-
tive posts is reviewed and
updated at regular inter-
vals," the CVC said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has a solu-
tion to the country's eco-
nomic progress and pros-
perity -- print images of
Goddess Lakshmi and Lord
Ganesha on new currency
notes. His demand, howev-
er, drew sharp reactions
from the BJP, which called
it an "unsuccessful attempt"
to hide the "ugly" anti-
Hindu face of AAP in view
of upcoming elections.

Claiming that the Indian
economy was not in good
shape, Kejriwal said at a
press conference the coun-
try needed a lot of effort to
get the economy back on
track along with the "bless-
ings of our gods and god-
desses". "Today, I am appeal-
ing to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and the
Centre that our currency
notes have the image of
Mahatma Gandhi on one
side. It should remain as it
is but on the other side,
there should be an image of
Ganesha and Lakshmi," he
said. Asserting that he was
not requesting to exchange
all the notes in circulation,
Kejriwal said his sugges-
tion was to include the im-
ages of Ganesha and
Lakshmi on the notes that
are printed every month.

"This way, a significant
amount of these notes will
be in circulation in some
time," he added.

The AAP national con-
vener said his suggestion
was not against anyone,
adding that even Indonesia,
a Muslim country with less
than two per cent Hindus
and more than 85 per cent
Muslims, had images of
Lord Ganesha on its cur-
rency notes.

Patna, Oct 26 (PTI): 

At least 53 wagons of a
coal-laden goods train de-
railed near Gurpa railway
station in Bihar in the
early hours of Wednesday,
disrupting rail traffic, offi-
cials said.

The incident took place
around 6.24 am between
Koderma and Manpur
railway stations of the
Dhanbad division, East
Central Railway (ECR)
said in a statement. "The
exact cause of this is yet to
be known. Railway teams
have started work to re-
store the lines," a senior of-

ficial of the ECR Zone
said. Nobody was injured
due to the derailment, he
said. Ten trains were di-
verted to other routes and
four were partially termi-
nated following the inci-
dent, the statement said.

Prayagraj (UP), Oct 26 (PTI) :

The authorities here
have ordered the demoli-
tion of a private hospital
where a dengue patient
died after being transfused
with what the family
claimed was sweet lime
juice and not blood
platelets.

Prayagraj District
Magistrate Sanjay Kumar
Khatri told PTI that report
of the sample collected
from the hospital revealed
that platelets and not
sweet lime juice was trans-
fused to the patient.

He, however, charged
Global Hospital with laxi-
ty in the transfusion
process, saying the reports
showed the platelets were
stored in an improper way
which might have led to
clotting. After a video
claiming that sweet lime
juice was transfused to the
patient instead of platelets
went viral on social media,
the district administration

swung into action and the
hospital was sealed on
October 20 on the direc-
tion of Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak. The pa-
tient, Pradeep Pandey, was
shifted to another hospi-
tal, where he died after his
condition deteriorated.

Meanwhile, the demoli-
tion notice from the
Prayagraj Development
Authority (PDA) dated
October 19 to Malti Devi,
owner of Global Hospital
at Jhalwa in
Dhoomanganj, stated the
building was unautho-
rised and ordered that it
be vacated by the morning
of October 28. According
to it, show-cause notices
were issued to the hospital
owners earlier giving
them chance to put forth
their views about the
building being unautho-
rised. Since no one came
to the hearing, the demoli-
tion order was issued, the
October 19 notice stated.
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Kharge takes over
as Cong president

Says will break system of lies, hatred

Newly-elected Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being 
presented certificate of election by Congress Central Election
Authority Chairman Madhusudan Mistry as former party 
president Sonia Gandhi and party MP Rahul Gandhi applaud 
during a ceremony, at AICC Headquarters in New Delhi, Wednesday. 

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday chaired a
meeting of the party's central election committee (CEC) and dis-
cussed the probable candidates for upcoming Gujarat assembly
elections. Former Congress chief Sonia Gandhi was also present at
the meeting, where the party will finalise its candidates for Gujarat.
This is the first meeting chaired by Kharge after assuming the new
charge earlier in the day. 

New Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday set up
a 47-member Steering Committee that includes former prime
minister Manmohan Singh and the party's ex-presidents Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. The interim panel headed by him would
take the place of the Congress Working Committee, the apex
decision-making body, till a new CWC is formed after Kharge's
election is ratified at the party plenary. Most of the members of
the last CWC have been retained in the committee which was
announced hours after Kharge took over as the new party
Congress president. All CWC members and office bearers of the
party tendered their resignations to the new party chief to enable
him to choose his own team.

Kharge chairs CEC meet for Gujarat polls

Kharge forms 47-member Steering Committee

RAJNATH TO RUSSIAN DEFENCE MINISTER

‘Nuclear option should not
be resorted to by any side’

Maoists kill villager;
police launch probe

The incident took place on
Tuesday in Ghotiyakanhar vil-
lage under Maoist-hit Aundhi
police station area. As per
preliminary information, a
group of armed Maoists sur-
rounded Manjit Toppo, a
native of Tukam village locat-
ed nearby in the area, when
he went to his farm in
Ghotiyakanhar.They killed
Toppo and left the body at the
farm.The body, which was
later recovered by police,
bore a bullet injury mark and
it seems the man's head was
hit by an axe.

About the incident

‘Peace and tranquillity
in border essential’

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

Devotees take part in rituals as they worship a buffalo during 'Govardhan Puja' festival, in Nagpur, Wednesday. 

CVC TO BANKS, GOVT DEPTS

‘Identify sensitive posts, rotate
officers in prescribed time limit’

UP hospital that injected
juice to patient to be razed

Kejriwal for Lakshmi,
Ganesh on rupee

̈ To improve India’s
economy

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal addresses a press
conference, in New Delhi,

Wednesday.

BJP, called it an "unsuccess-
ful attempt" to hide the
"ugly" anti-Hindu face of
AAP in view of upcoming
elections. His hypocrisy is
on show, BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra told reporters
as he noted that the Aam
Aadmi Party government
had recently warned people
celebrating Diwali with fire-
crackers of legal action.

BJP strongly reacts.....

Over 50 wagons of goods
train derail near Gaya

̈ Rail traffic disrupted

The incident took place
around 6.24 am between
Koderma and Manpur railway
stations of the Dhanbad divi-
sion. The exact cause of this
is yet to be known. Railway
teams have started work to
restore the lines," a senior
official of the ECR Zone said.
Nobody was injured due to
the derailment.

About the incident

DPS Bhilai organises Interschool
English Debate Competition

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266::  "Education is some-
thing that takes place in a refined
manner outside the classrooms,"
quoted Dr Tapas Mukherjee (From
'The Argumentative Indian' by
Amartya Sen), on the occasion of
the Interschool English Debate
Competition, organised by DPS
Bhilai on E-Learning is transforming
the face of Education in India.
Contestants from various schools of
Bhilai intensely debated on the main
impact of E-Learning. The debate
started at 09:30 hrs. After the formal
welcome extended to the guests,
ceremonial lighting of the lamp was
done by all the dignitaries to the ac-
companiment of Shiv Vandana by
students of DPS Bhilai. The contest-
ants waxed eloquent on the pros
and cons of E-Learning. For the mo-
tion: first position was bagged by
Aastha Tiwari of DPS Bhilai; second

position by Heeral Dhamija of Shri
Shankaracharya Vidyalaya, Amdi
Nagar Hudco; the third position by
Suchita Sinha of DAV Hudco.
Against the motion: first position
was bagged by Divyanshi Panda of
DPS Bhilai; second position by P
Lavanya of Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
Sector 10; the third position by Nidhi
Singh of KPS Bhilai. Based on the
sum of individual performances, the
rolling trophy for the best team was
awarded to Shri Shankaracharya
Vidyalaya, Amdi Nagar Hudco, as
DPS Bhilai, being the host team, did

not compete for the rolling trophy.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Principal Parshant Vashishta men-
tioned, how students need to
analyse the motion for the debate
better and how students need to un-
derstand that the point of debate
was not between offline education
and e-learning, he also gave a few
pointers to the students for their
betterment. Dr Tapas Mukherjee,
one of the judges, spoke about the
finer aspects of debating, and gave
an in-depth background of the skill
of rhetorics. 

District level free Ayush health fair organised

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266:: Under the instruc-
tions of Directorate of AYUSH,
Chhattisgarh Government and
under the guidance of District
Ayurveda Officer Durg, district
level free AYUSH health fair was
organized on Sunday at
Kushabhau Thackeray Mangal
Bhawan in Aditya Nagar Durg. In
this health fair, free consultation
and medicines were distributed
by the practitioners of Indian sys-
tems of medicine including
Ayurveda, Homeopathy and
Unani. At the fair, yoga practition-
ers informed the general public
about the physical and mental
benefits of yoga. 

A special Rangoli competition
related to Ayurveda was organ-
ized in the health fair. Consolation
prizes were distributed to all the
participants along with the first,

second and third position winners.
The program was inaugurated by
the Chief Guest Arun Vora
(Chairman WareHousing
Corporation) by performing
Dhanwantri Vandana. 

Chief Guest Tamradhwaj Sahu
(Home Minister and Public Works
Minister, Government of
Chhattisgarh), Dheeraj Bakliwal
(Mayor, Municipal Corporation
Durg), Special Guest Rajesh Yadav
(Speaker, Municipal Corporation
Durg), distinguished guest
Pratima Chandrakar (Vice
President Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee), special
guest Ajay Kumar Gupta, Amit
Devangan (Councilor, Ward No 19
Municipal Corporation Durg) had
a dignified presence. Ayurveda
doctors, Ramswaroop Markam,
Sushila Banjare, Sonia Hishikar,
Suman Sahu, Lakshmi
Markandey, Satish Kumar Rajput,

Shukant Bhunia, Namrata Yadav,
Geetanjali, Tikeshwari Ganveer,
Ashok Pandit, Homeopathy
Medical Officer Ekta Chandrakar,
Shivani Singh, Monica Chawle,
Unani Rubina Shaheen Ansari,
Yoga doctor Akansha Mishra,
Kalpana Thakur and Ayurveda
staff members Mahesh Banjare,
Dujendra Devangan, Jawahar
Sahu, Maniram Sinha, Tilak Ram,
Khilesh Deshmukh, Saurabh
Pandey, Gajanand Sinha,
Manjubala Ram, Nisha Banjari,
Veena Rajpuria, Sujata Gharde,
Tejram Sahu, Sachin Sharma,
Prakash Singh Thakur, Toran Lal
Thakur, Raju Yadav, Tilak Sao con-
tributed in organising the event. A
total of 493 patients benefited by
getting treatment from Ayurveda,
Homeopathy, Unani Systems.
Aahar Vihar exhibition of medi-
cines and special Amalaki Panah
was kept in the camp. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26:
Continuing the annual tra-
dition of participating in
customary rituals, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Janjgiri village
and Kumhari of Patan
block on Tuesday and of-
fered prayers to 'Gaura-
Gauri' and wished for the
happiness and prosperity
of the people of the state.

On this occasion,
Birender Thakur per-
formed the customary rit-
ual of whipping the wrist
of Baghel with a 'Sonte'. It
is a popular belief that
during the 'Gaura-Gauri'
Puja, being whipped with
a 'sonte', turns away evils
and unpleasant situa-
tions, and brings prosperi-
ty. Baghel takes part in
this customary ritual
every year.

After reaching Janjgiri,
the Chief Minister greet-
ed the people on Diwali.
He wished that the 'festi-
val of lights' would light
up the lives of people. He
said, "I feel very happy to
come amongst you and
share the joy of Diwali
with you every time".

He also participated in
the 'Gaura-Gauri' Puja in
Kumhari. He greeted the
people on Diwali and

wished them for their
happiness and prosperity.
He also took a tour of the
city and met with people.
Everyone gave him a
warm welcome.

He also enjoyed the
music of traditional
'Gadwa Baja' at Kumhari.
The whole city gathered
in the streets on this aus-
picious occasion and peo-
ple were dancing and en-
joying the occasion.

‘Swachtta Shiromani’ award given to 
employee of Personnel department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: A unique
and novel competition re-
garding cleanliness of
workplace was held for
staff of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Personnel- Power &
Electrical on October 22 on
the auspicious occasion of
Dhanteras. The winner
Dameshwari Belsar,
Section Officer was award-
ed a glittering Swachhta
Shiromani shield.

The staff had been in-
formed in advance about
the competition for ade-

quate preparation thereby
enabling their enthusias-
tic and active participa-
tion. A two-member evalu-
ation team comprising of
KK Sahu, SM, ED (P&A)
secretariat and Nisha

Baul, Manager (Personnel-
HRIS) evaluated the staff
on 10 parameters. Some of
the parameters for evalua-
tion were neatness of
work-desk, labelling of
almirahs and files, cleanli-

ness of desk drawers, indi-
vidual dressing sense, pro-
ductive use of space and
disposal of waste materi-
als etc. The competition
was held under 'Special
Campaign 2.0' recently
launched on October 2,
2022 by the Government of
India which aims to focus
on the timely disposal of
pending references in gov-
ernment offices and de-
partments, as well as a
clean workspace. The com-
petition was organised by
Personnel officers of
Power and Electrical.

Man touches livewire at
Durg Railway Station

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: A shocking
incident was reported from
Durg Railway Station on
Sunday. A man climbed on
the top of a train and
touched the high voltage
electricity wire. He suf-
fered a strong electric
shock and fell on the train
roof. The entire incident
was caught by a passenger
on his mobile phone.

Sparks flying after a loud
bang are visible in the
video. Men of RPF and
GRP rushed him to District
Hospital and thereafter to
Medical College Hospital in
Raipur. The man is under-
going treatment at Medical
College Hospital in Raipur
and his condition was re-
ported to be critical.

According to informa-
tion, the man is identified
as Ravi, a resident of
Janjgir - Champa. He had
migrated to Punjab to work

as a labourer. He was re-
portedly returning home in
Amritsar - Korba
Chhattisgarh Express. On
Sunday morning, the train
reached Durg Junction and
stopped at Platform
Number 4.

Meanwhile, the youth
climbed on the top of the
bogie. RPF and GRP per-
sonnel spotted the youth
and persuaded him to come
down. But the youth did not
come down and suddenly
touched the OHE line.

Within a second, he got en-
gulfed in flames with a loud
bang.

The youth fell on the roof
of the bogie after which the
RPF and GRP personnel
brought him down and
rushed him to District
Hospital. In view of his
critical condition, the
youth was shifted to
Medical College Hospital in
Raipur. The onlookers were
shocked to witness this in-
cident. It is yet unclear why
he took the extreme step.

Govardhan Puja celebrated
with fervour at Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: Govardhan
Puja was celebrated with
fervour at 226 gauthans
across the district on
Wednesday. As per the in-
structions of the state gov-
ernment, Gauthan Diwas
was also celebrated on this
auspicious day. The public
representatives and admin-
istrative officials reached
the gauthans at different
villages and civic bodies
and performed the rituals
of Govardhan Puja.

The cows were fed 'khich-
di' and worshiped in the tra-
ditional manner. They were
also decorated with Sohai.
Gauthan Diwas was cele-
brated in Gauthans across
the district. The members of
Gauthan Samiti along with
the villagers celebrated this
festival in Gauthans with

gusto. Sohai was tied to the
cattle in the traditional
manner. After performing
the religious rituals,
Khichdi was fed to the cattle.

All the villagers conduct-
ed discussions to work for
strengthening Gauthans.
The villagers also took a
pledge for donating paira

(paddy straws) for cattle in
Gauthans. Villagers stated
that like every year, this
time also sufficient quanti-
ty of paira will be donated
so that there is adequate
arrangement of fodder for
animals in Gauthan. Along
with this, the office bearers
of the Gauthan committee

also took significant deci-
sions regarding the
progress of Gauthan.

Discussion was held on
management of grazing
lands, health of cattle,
breed improvement, pro-
duction of green fodder.
The event was organised at
villages Khajri, Albaras,

Bhothli, Matwari, Chicha,
Dhamdha, Funda,
Mohandi, Patan, Kesra,
Aktai, Birauda, Ghotwani,
Thanaud and other places.
Gauthan Diwas was also or-
ganized in urban Gauthans.
Gauthan Diwas was organ-
ized in a very joyful atmos-
phere.
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Chief Minister attends ‘Gaura-Gauri’ puja
p  Baghel gets whipped for the prosperity of people

12-year-old boy mur-
dered in Ruda (Anda)

Bhilai, Oct 26: A 12-year-
old boy was murdered in
village Ruda of Anda
Police Station limits. The
boy had been missing since
October 21. The body,
packed in a bag, was recov-
ered on Monday from an
agricultural farm situated
on the banks of River
Sheonath. Police have
launched investigations.
According to information,
the deceased was Sameer
Sahu (12) son of
Khileshwar Sahu a resi-
dent of Village Ruda
(Khada) of Anda Police
Station limits. The boy had
suddenly gone missing on
October 21. His family
members tried to search
him at possible places but
were unable to find him.
Later they lodged an FIR at
the police station. Police
launched investigations
and activated the network
of informers. Meanwhile,
the villagers informed po-
lice that foul smell was
emerging from a gunny bag
lying on agricultural land
at the outskirts of the vil-
lage. Police team reached
the spot and found that a
child's body was packed in
a gunny bag. Soon the de-
ceased was identified as
Sameer Sahu. Police con-
ducted the crime scene in-
vestigation and sent the
body for autopsy after per-
forming inquest. There
were injury marks on his
body. Police are interrogat-
ing the family members
and villagers. Police
claimed that the assailants
will be trapped soon.
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Traditional ‘Devari Tihar’ 
celebration at CM’s residence

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel commenced the
festivities of Govardhan Puja
and Devari Tihar by worshiping
Gauri Gaura at his residence
premises.

On this occasion, Advisor to
Chief Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
Mineral Development
Corporation Girish Devangan,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board Rajendra
Tiwari, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Civil Supplies
Corporation Ram Gopal
Agarwal, Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Women’s
Commission Dr. Kiranmayi
Nayak, District Cooperative
Bank President Pankaj
Sharma, Vice-Chancellor of
Indira Arts and Music
University Mamta Chandrakar,
Vice-Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University
Dr. Girish Chandel, Prajapita
Ishwariya Vishwavidyalaya
Prajapati Kamla Didi and many
other public representatives
and dignitaries are present.

Two nabbed in killing of
Maggi Point’s owner

Raipur, Oct 26: Two ac-
cused who killed the
owner of the firm
Maharaja Maggie-Point-
Ajay Goswami turned out
to his own employees and
have been nabbed by the
capital police on Tuesday
afternoon. It is learnt that
after the murder both
were planning to run
away, but the police man-
aged to nab the two before
they can escape. A case
under section 302 of IPC
has been filed against the
accused and the case be-
longs to Mana area.

Mana police informed
that on Tuesday afternoon
at 2:00 pm, it was due to

some old rivalry that the
two accused murdered
Ajay Goswami. The owner
of Maharaj Maggie Point
at VIP Road was mur-
dered in broad daylight
and the two accused were
his own employees. Two
after the murdered were
planning to run away and
due to timely action by the
police were nabbed near
Bhatagaon Bus Stand on
the same day.

During interrogation,
the two accused informed
that they used to work in
Maharaja Maggie Point
and used to live there it-
self. Duo charged that he

used to trouble them a lot
and take long hours of
working and does not
used to pay well on time.
Both had even raised de-
mand to pay money on
time and clear their old
balance, but it fell on deaf
ears. So both decided to
quit the work and take
rest and it was here that
Goswami arrived and
asked them to start work-
ing. On this both said they
are on leave and will not
work. On this Ajay
Goswami started beating
them with wooden stick
nearby and due to which
both lost their temper and
snatched the thick wood-
en stick from Goswami’s
hand and attacked him
badly on his head and
other parts of the body
and murdered him and
decided to run away. But
both were nabbed by po-
lice on time.

BJP to hold Assembly segment
meet for 4 seats today

Raipur, Oct 26: Getting into
election mode, the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has organized
Legislative Assembly seg-
ment-level meetings on
Thursday. Party’s Regional
Organizational General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal and
other senior leaders would be
present during the meeting
to be held at Ekatma
Parishar on Thursday morn-
ing.

According to the informa-
tion received, separate meet-
ings of all the four
Legislative Assembly seg-
ments has been organized at
party office. Raipur West
party rank and file would be
addressed at the first meeting
at Ekatma Parishar from
10.30 onwards which would
be followed with separate
meeting of party leaders
from Raipur Rural segment,

Raipur North and Raipur
South Legislative Assembly
segments in the evening.

As the above meeting
would be held in presence of
Regional General Secretary
Organization Ajay Jamwal,
the party office-bearers are
likely to be given task at
booth level programmes as
well as campaigns to remain
associated with people.

It would be further signifi-
cant, as the senior party
leader Jayanti Patel has been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of Raipur Urban BJP
President. It is notable that
the entire above four-assem-
bly segment falls under the
jurisdiction of Raipur Urban
Unit. Former MLA
Shrichand Sundrani was re-
cently removed the post fol-
lowed a series of exercise
being initiated to strengthen
the Organization.

Farmers be allowed to deposit paddy
with up to 20% moist paddy: BJP

Raipur, Oct 26:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
raised demand from the
state government to pro-
cure even the 20% moist
paddy during the paddy
procurement campaign
scheduled to begin from
November 1 across
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the State BJP
General Secretary Vijay
Sharma said that ques-
tioned the alleged incom-
plete preparations on
part of the state govern-

ment to procure paddy
from November 1 and
also raised doubts over
the intention of govern-
ment. He claimed that
the employees and man-
agers of various co-oper-
ative societies are agitat-
ed as the government is
not considering their se-
ries of demands includ-
ing the commission
amount and transporta-
tion charges in paddy
procurement.

Sharma alleged that
instead of considering to
provide justice to the em-
ployees, the state govern-
ment has resorted to po-
litical appointments by
nominating Congmen
into various co-operative
societies which he
claimed is sheer violat-
ing of the co-operative

norms. BJP General
Secretary said that on-
line with the system in-
troduced in
Utterakhand, the state
government should here
also procure paddy with
20% moist to provide re-
lief to them. He said that
the state government
should immediately di-
rect the officials to issue
circular to allow the
farmers with 20% moist
be allowed to deposit
their produce against
limit of 17% moist in the
paddy procurement
process.

He further added that
the state government
should ensure that paddy
procurement process is
not affected with the re-
ported anomalies in the
system.

Eight accused nabbed, two
seriously injured 

Raipur, Oct 26: It was
amidst some old rivalry
there were heated ex-
change and attack by
youth using swords,
knives and sticks during
immersion of idols of
‘Gauri-Gaura’ in Durga
Nagar under Telibandha
thana here on Tuesday
night. In this four persons
have got injured and out
of which two are reported
to be serious. On hearing

about the incident,
Telibandha police
reached the site and sent
the injured persons to
hospital and nabbed 8 ac-
cused involved from ei-
ther side and taking fur-
ther action into the case.

As per reports in this
regard, some controversy
erupted between youths
from Amlidih and Shyam
Nagar watching immer-
sion of ‘Gauri-Gaura’ in
Shyam Nagar on Tuesday
night at around 2:00 am.
In no time the controver-

sy got heated up and
reached to an extent that
knives, swords and sticks
were used to attack each
other. In this four persons
have got injured and two
are reported to be critical,
viz. Himanshu Nihal and
Nikhil Yadav. The Police
has seized the knives,
swords, and sticks and
iron rods used in the
crime along with two mo-
torcycles and 1 Activa ve-
hicle.

Among the accused ar-
rested are Lacchu Soni

S/o Kuber Soni (20), R/o
BSUP Colony, H. No. J-2,
Amlidih Thana, New
Rajendra Nagar and
Pradeep Tandi alias
Pappu S/o Late
RajeshTandi (19), R/o
BSUP Colony, H.NO.24,;
Teerath Sona alias
Golden S/o Kartik Sona
(27), R/o BSUP Colony, H.
No. 03, Dinesh Deep alias
Imran S/o Lakheshwar
Deep (20), R/o BSU
Colony H.No. F 03 and
Prahlad Bag S/o Haridas
Bag (22) R/o BSUP
Colony, Block H, H.No. 9
and Govind Sona alias
Govinda S/o Kuber Sona
(23) R/o Amlidih, H.No.2;
Dharam Chatri S/o
Banvas Chatri (25), R/o
BSUP Colony Block-C.
and  minor boy R/o
Amlidih and all coming
under New Rajendra
Nagar Thana area.

CM’s GREETINGS

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being greeted by Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel as he 

assumes charge, at AICC Headquarters, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

During scuffle
between two
groups at the time
of ‘Gauri-Gaura’ on
Tuesday night in
Durga Nagar

Knives, swords, iron
rods used in attack
seized

Dr Mahant condoles
demise of former MLA

Deepak Patel
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Dr Charandas Mahant on
Wednesday expressed grief
over the demise of former MLA
of Manendragarh Deepak Patel
who died during treatment.

In his condolence message,
the Assembly Speaker Mahant
termed late Deepak Patel to be
a simple and humble person
and his demise has resulted in
loss of a political leader. He
added that late Patel would be
remembered for his contribu-
tion for the development of
Chhattisgarh and added that
he was always vocal over the
problems of his Legislative
Assembly constituency.

Meanwhile, the BJP
President Arun Sao and BJP
General Secretary Pawan Sai
also paid tributes to late MLA
Deepak Patel during the funer-
al performed on Wednesday
morning.

Sharma asks 
government to
ensure smooth
paddy procurement
process from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 26: It was
after holding talks with
the complainant and peo-
ple near the site of the in-
cident, the Khamardih
Police nabbed the accused
Sanni Pal on charges of at-
tacking one Prateek Yadav
for not giving him cash to
take liquor. A case under
section 294, 323, 327 and 507
of IPC and 25 and 26 of
Arms Act was filed
against him and sent him
to judicial custody.

The complainant
Matar Singh Yadav filed
a complaint in Thana
Khamardih that his rela-
tive Rajesh Yadav came
in the evening and in-
formed him that Prateek
Yadav has been attacked
by Sanni Pal by some
sharp edged weapon. On
reaching the site, he
found that his younger
brother Prateek Yadav
has been hit in the left-

side of chest and he was
profusely bleeding.

On inquiring about the
incident, victim Prateek
Yadav informed that
Sanni Pal was asking for
cash for liquor from him
and on denial he attacked
him near the lower chest
apart from scolding him
and threatened him to
kill as well and then left
away. On this the police
filed the case and man-
aged to locate Sanni Pal,
hiding somewhere in
Khamardih area. The ac-
cused has accepted his
crime of attacking
Prateek Yadav.

One nabbed for attacking
a youth in Khamardih

For not giving him
cash for liquor

Raipur, Oct 26: On the
occasion of
Chhattisgarh State
Foundation Day on
November 01, all the gov-
ernment buildings of the
state will be illuminated
at night. General

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has issued
necessary guidelines in
the context to all the
Heads of Departments,
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners and
Collectors.

Govt buildings will be 

illuminated on Nov 1
Were trying to
escape through bus
route; arrested near
Bhatagaon  Bus
Stand

‘GOVARDHAN PUJA’

Chairman of Chhattisgarh Gou Aayog Mahant Ramsunder Das offered prayers and
‘Khichadi’ as per rituals on occasion of ‘Govardhan Puja’ here on Wednesday.

BLESSINGS OF SEER

CM Bhupesh Baghel took blessings of Seer Shri Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati
Maharaj of Jyotirmath Uttarakhand at Shankaracharya Ashram in Boriyakala, Raipur,
on his maiden arrival here on Tuesday.

CHMO reviews national-level
health programmes

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  As per instruc-
tions by Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr RS Singh, Blocm
Medical officer (BMO) Dr Uttam
Singh convened a block-level
meeting related to health that of
people from Sonpur and
Bhaiyathan. In this meeting all the
national-level health programmes
were reviewed, viz. NVBDCP,
NTEP, NLEP, IDSP, NHMP, NCDO
(NTCP, NPHCE, NPCDCM), and
asked to get FI validation done
through PDA and ensure entry of
HMIS cent percent within 15 days.
He directed all the employees and
officers of the health department
to conduct tours as per their pro-
gramme. Further he directed the
officers to promote institutional
delivery, registration of pregnant
women, hold wellness activity,
provide tele-consultation, MDR,
CDR, Malaria slides, blindness
eradication, TB, NCD screening,
C-Back form, de-addiction, family
planning, leprosy eradication,
complete vaccination, maternal
health, preparing Ayushman card
of eligible beneficiary through

VAE and CHO and promote about
it maximum possible. Further he
asked to prepare the list of
cataract-free villages and sent
the patients ready to cataract
operation to the District Hospital
and remaining in their headquar-
ters should ensure cent-percent
achievement of all the above
health programmes. He directed
all the regional employees not to
leave without prior permission of
their senior officers and warned
to take strict action, if violated.
For slow progress in the review
meeting, he directed to issue
notices to 3 employees and
directed them to complete their
works within a month’s time. He
also gave instructions to block
cent percent the Ayushman cards
for IPDs in all the institutions
soon. Meeting was attended by
sector in-charge Arif Ansari, KP
Ravi BETO, Amit Chourasia,
Madan Arya, Ajay Ravi, Prabhati
Rai observer, rural health conven-
er Mahendra Sahu, Manoj Bada,
Brijit, Pujadas, Seema, Bipin,
Rabendra and others.

Fire breaks out in Gramin
Bank, Kusmunda branch

Korba, Oct 26: Fire broke
out in the Chhattisgarh
Gramin Bank  in Korba
and in this many impor-
tant documents and com-
puters were gutted in fire.
On hearing about the
same, Fire-brigade  team
of SECL rushed to the site
and tried to gain control
on fire. The reasons be-
hind the fire could not be
known.

The incident is that of
Chhattisgarh Gramin
Bank of Kusmunda
(rural), where the fire
broke out on Tuesday
night and it is expected
due to short-circuit.

Bank Manager Sandeep
Rupchandani informed
that fire was brought
under control well on time
and the documents inside
the record room are safe.
There was no loss to the
cash kept in the Bank, but
the tables, chairs, comput-
ers and other few impor-
tant documents have been
gutted in fire. The police is
trying to find out the rea-
sons behind the fire break-

ing out in the Bank and
the actual loss is being cal-
culated, he added.

TI Rajesh Jangde said
that the house in which
the Gramin Bank was fu
nctional was in the name
of one ‘Dadu Singh’ and he
anticipated fire likely due
to short-circuit. On the
other hand, the police is
also searching for footages
in the CCTV camera in-
stalled in the bank.

Three nabbed in abduction
and beating case

Janjgir-Champa, Oct 26: It
was based upon complaint by
the complainant Anand
Kumar (48) R/o Karhi under
Thana Birra that one Raju
Diwakar of Pamgarh along
with his two other friends
came in a motorcycle on
Tuesday morning and started
beating his son and forcibly
kidnapped him and took him
near Kathi bridge. Here they
used foul language with his
son and had threatened him
to kill. From here they again
took him in their motorcycle
to Birra country liquor shop
and after halting here for
sometime took him to
Basantpur Chowk and after
beating him once again left
him there. It was based upon

this a case was lodged under
section 363, 365, 294, 503, 323,
34 of IPC and matter was
taken into investigation.

Taking the matter serious-
ly, the accused Raju Diwakar
and his two other colleagues
were taken into arrest and in-
terrogated. All three accused
accepted their crime and the
police seized the Honda CB
Shine motorcycle from their
possession. The accused Raju
is 20 yrs, Jasiwal is 24 and

Santish Khare is 20 and all
are R/o Chandipara and all
three were sent to judicial
custody on Oct 25.

Among the policemen who
acted promptly in this case
included SI Pushpraj Sahu,
Ghanshyam Patel, head con-
stable Mohit Dewangan,
Bhagirathi Netam, Narendra
Patre, constable Rajesh
Kaushik, Kartik Kanwar and
gave valuable contribution in
solving this crime.

Collector gives patient
hearing in ‘Janchaupal’
Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Oct 26:
Collector Kundan
Kumar convened
‘Janchaupal’ on Tuesday
morning and gave pa-
tients hearing to griev-
ances of the people and
instructed the con-
cerned to sort out their
complaints at the 
earliest.

OneSativa Singh from
Gram Jabar of
B a l r a m p u r -
Ramanujganj raised de-
mand to provide her
‘protsahan rashi’, saying
that it was last in August
that she delivered a baby
in District Hospital
Ambikapur and has not
received the amount
even after making many
applications.

Vidyasagar Gupta,
R/o Srigarh of
Ambikapur demanded
solution to encroach-
ment on his piece of
land by an encroacher
and informed the
Collector that due to
lack of demarcation and
updation in Kh.No.
record that this problem
is arising. In the same
way, a peon Durga
Prasad postedin ‘Nazart
Branch’ urged the
Collector to provided
him arrears, time-bound
promotion due to him.

On all these cases the
Collector directed the
concerned officer to sort
out the cases and with
this ‘Janchaupal’ by the
Collector, the people are
getting solution to their
grievances well on time.

27 gamblers nabbed with gambling money of Rs 3 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Oct 26:
Kanker district police
conducting raid in
Chindpal village nabbed
27 gamblers found gam-
bling  and seized cash of
more than Rs 3 lakh
from their possession
along with 19 mobile
phones, 1 two-wheeler
and 3 four-wheeler vehi-
cles. The case is that of
Badgaon thana area.

As per information in
this regard, it was on tip
from an informer to

Pakhanjur police that in
Badapara area of
Chindpal village of
Badgaon thana the gam-
blers are enjoying gam-

bling and huge amount
has been put on stake.
Based upon this the
Pakhanjur police gave
information to Badgaon

police and both together
formed a team and raid-
ed the village.

Since the place hap-
pens to be in naxal sen-
sitive areas, the gam-
blers were confident
that the police wil not
conduct raid and that
too during festive sea-
son.

Here the gamblers
were playing using pack
of cards and enjoying
drinks and party. It was
here that the police con-
ducted raid and nabbed
27 gamblers.

Though the number
of gamblers was high as
many managed to es-
cape taking advantage

of darkness and the po-
lice recovered a total of
Rs 3 lakh from the gam-
bling site. It was on
Tuesday late in the
evening that the police
issued a press note to
the media and informed
about the incident.

It is notable here that
SP Kaner Salab Sinha
has given strict instruc-
tions to all the TIs of the
district to take firm ac-
tion against gambling,
betting, ‘satta’ and other
such illegal activities
and in view of this the
TIs along with team are
regularly conducting
raids and patrolling to
avoid the same.

Mahadev Ghat cleaned 
for Chhath festivity

Raipur, Oct 26:
Volunteers of Chhath
Mahaparva Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) Mahadev
Ghat Raipur cleaned
Kharun river and
Mahadev Ghat on
Wednesday morning.

The members of the
committee reached
Mahadev Ghat in the
morning hours at
Mahadev Ghat and donat-
ed their labour to clean
Mahadev Ghat along the
Kharun river. Garbage in
large quantity was taken
out from the Kharun
river. The cleanliness
drive was held under the
leadership of Chief of
CMAS Mahadev Ghat
Rajesh Kumar Singh.

M ayo r - i n - C o u n c i l
(MiC) member of Raipur
Municipal Corporation

Nagbhushan Rao,
Congress party
spokesperson RP Singh,
volunteers of the CMAS
Ravindra Singh, Sunil
Singh, Shashi Singh,
Satyendra Singh
Gautam, Parmanand
Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Ram Vilas Singh, Jayant
Singh, Brijesh Singh,
Amarjeet Singh, Santosh

Singh, Jaiprakash Singh,
Mukul Srivastava,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Saroj Singh, Ajay
Sharma, Sanjay Singh,
Chhattisgarhi folk singer
Dilip Shadangi and other
members participated in
the cleanliness drive, in-
forms Chief of the
CMAS Rajesh Kumar
Singh.

CMAS invites CM for the ‘Chhath parv’
Raipur, Oct 26: A delega-
tion from Chhath
Mahaparv Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS) paid cour-
tesy call to CM Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence in
Bhilai on Thursday under
leadership of Rajesh
Kumar Singh. They invit-
ed CM Baghel to take part
in the Chhath Mahaparv
to be oranised on the
banks of Kharun River in
Mahadev Ghat. Accepting
the same, CM said that
that the Chhath festival
organised in Mahadev
Ghat near the banks of
Kharun river at historical
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Dhaam holds special at-
traction and wished
‘Chhath Vrratis’ for its
grand success.

The head of CPAS

Rajesh Kumar Singh in-
formed that in the four-
day ‘Chhath Parv’ to be
organised from Oct 28 to
31, the ritual of ‘nahai-
khai’ will be observed on
Oct 28 and ‘Lohanda-
Kharna’ on Oct 29 and
‘Sadhya Ardhya’ on Oct 30

and ‘Usha Ardhya’ on Oct
31. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, mem-
bers of the Samiti Sunil
Singh, Kanhaiya Singh,
Shivshankar Singh, Ajay
Singh, Anil Singh, and
others were present.

Recent advances on developing
sustainable energy solutions 

Raipur, Oct 26:
Highlighting one among
the various innovations in
research being conducted
at IIT Bhilai, researchers
from the institute are
working towards the devel-
opment of large-area, sta-
ble perovskite solar cells.
Led by Dr. Dhriti Sundar
Ghosh (Assistant
Professor, Physics), the
group includes Dr. Sanjib
Banerjee (Associate
Professor, Chemistry), Dr.
Nikhil Chander (Assistant
Professor, Electrical
Engineering and
Computer Science), Dr.

Satyajit Gupta (Assistant
Professor, Chemistry) and
Dr. Soumya Gangopadhyay
(Associate Professor,
Mechanical Engineering).
This project is funded by
the Department of Science
and Technology (DST)
under the Nanomission
scheme and has a project
value of Rs 138 lakhs.

Harvesting energy effec-
tively is one of the biggest
challenges that we face in
protecting the future of
our planet. Researchers
from around the world
have been attracted to re-
newable energy and are on
a spree to tap solar and
wind power to fulfill the de-
mands of the market.

Joining this cause, re-
searchers at IIT Bhilai are
continuously working to-
wards developing sustain-
able energy solutions. Two
projects are being under-
taken in the field for the de-
velopment of solar cells
based on perovskite mate-
rial, a highly efficient
emerging photovoltaic
technology. Perovskite
solar cells can convert light
into electricity and are po-
tentially cheaper and sim-
pler to produce than tradi-
tional silicon-based solar
cells. Also, these materials
have demonstrated better
efficiency levels.

Very recently, the re-
search group demonstrat-

ed an ultrathin (5nm), inex-
pensive material which
can be used in perovskite
solar cells achieving a sim-
ilar level of efficiency. This
copper metal-based materi-
al is about 250 times lower
in cost than the conven-
tionally used material and
is abundantly available.
The group has achieved
~15% efficient solar cells
here at the laboratory. The
group plans to check the
real-time performance of
the developed solar cells in
the highly demanding con-
dition outdoors in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. The results
were published recently in
Solar Energy which is a re-
puted journal in the field.

Additionally, other proj-
ects being carried out by
Dr. Ghosh, aim to develop
semi-transparent per-
ovskite solar cells for build-
ing window applications.
Semi-transparent photo-
voltaic technologies can be
applied by replacing fa-
cades and roofs in conven-
tional buildings and coat-
ings on vehicles to produce
energy from sunlight. By
utilizing transparent elec-
trodes, semitransparent
perovskite solar cells could
be extensively utilized as
solar windscreen. This
project is sponsored by
Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB)
under the Early Career
Research Award (ECRA)
scheme and is worth Rs
55.77 lakhs. Another proj-
ect being led by Dr. Ghosh
is aimed at developing
novel transparent elec-
trodes for solar cells, i.e.,
materials which are trans-
parent as well as electrical-
ly conductive at the same
time. This project is funded
by SERB and is worth 
Rs 35 lakhs.
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At IIT Bhilai

In Gram Chindpal of 
Bhadgaon thana area

That of son of Anand

Kumar, R/o Gram Karhi

 Results in loss of 
furniture, computers
and few important
documents



Central Chronicle News

BBaaiikkuunntthhppuurr,,  OOcctt  2266::  On oc-
casion of 'Govardhan Puja' in
Koriya district, traditional
prayers and rituals to the live-
stock and agriculture equip-
ments was offered by the vil-
lagers. The district-level
'Govardhan Puja' was orag-
nised in Gram Gouthan
'Narkeli'. 

V-P District Panchayat
Vedanti Tiwari along with
Collector VK Langeh, CEO
District Panchayat Namrata
Jain offered prayers to cattle
following the traditional ritu-
als and sought blessings for
peace and prosperity of all. 

The traditional festival of
'Govardhan Puja' in Gram
Narkeli of District hq's
Baikunthpur was observed as
'Gouthan Diwas' and it was in
the presence of the local pub-
lic representatives in entire
district that prayers and ritu-
als were offered to the cattle
and other livestock.

Apart from this seminars

were also organised to make
the 'Gouthans' self-sufficient
in all the places and the farm-
ers were informed about the
benefits in milk production
on usage of green fodder to
cattle in the 'Gouthans' pro-
vided by the Animal
Husbandry department. 

They were also informed
about the free-of-cost im-

provement in the breeds of
the cattle through Artificial
Insemination (AI) being run
by the state government and
how to get regular vaccina-
tion to all the livestock from
time-to-time and other rele-
vant information. Apart from
this they were also provided
guidance on how to make
vermi-compost and use it in

the farming for agriculture
purpose.

During 'Govardhan Puja',
Collector addressing the
farmers, women said that
under the 'Suraji' yojana of
the state government, all the
Goudhans in the villages have
been made centre of care for
cattle and other animals and
they are also acting as source

of livelihood for all the
women, youths of the village. 

To ensure that the health of
the livestock with each
farmer or family is good and
they live disease-free then
only the standard of living of
the farmers will rise high. For
this it is necessary that all the
concerned be attached to
'Gouthans' with full commit-
ment and dedication and
avail benefits of the govern-
ment schemes and surge
ahead in their life.

On this occasion CEO
District Panchayat Vedanti
Tiwari also urged the farmers
to take benefit of 'Gouthans'
and work hard for good
health and breed of their live-
stock and earn better liveli-
hood. 

On this occasion Collector
Langeh directed the animal
husbandry department to
provide vaccination to all the
livestock on time and give in-
formation about the same to
farmers and those cattle
ranchers.

GOVARDHAN PUJA

RRaajjiimm::  Due to Solar eclipse on Tuesday, ‘Govardhan Puja’ was held here on Wednesday and on this occasion the farmers,

cattle ranchers first offered good bath to cattle and then offered 'Khichadi' and 'bada-puri' to them as per rituals.

RS MP of AAP Sandeep Pathak
accorded warm welcome

Central Chronicle News

KKhhaarroorraa,,  OOcctt  2266::  Rajya Sabha
MP from Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Dr Sandeep Pathak was
accorded warm welcome by
the party workers of
Balodabazar- Bhatapara on his
arrival here on Tuesday. AAP
leader Kamal Mahan informed
that Pathak went to Mungeli
from Raipur and held talks
with the party workers there. 

In the welcome programme
held in Simga, more than 100
party workers were present.
On this occasion RS MP
Pathak was accompanied
along with AAP state in-

Charge and MLA from Delhi
Buradi Sanjeev Jha and AAP
State President Komal
Hupendi. On this occasion
Jagannath Mahilang, Kamal
Mahan, Mehboob Ali Farouqi,
Rohit Patil, Bharat Singh
Chouhan, Dilip Fekar, Kartik
Nishad, suresh Jiswal, Rohit
Kurre and other party workers
were present in large number. 

On this occasion Sandeep
Pathak extended greetings on
occasion of Diwali to all the
party workers and said that in
line with Delhi and Punjab,
they will bring change in
Chhattisgarh as well and ap-
pealed all of them to maintain
the same enthusiasm and en-
ergy for next VS polls in 
the state.

GPM police arrests absconding accused 
Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Oct 26: Victim on
September 24, 2022 pro-
duced a written applica-
tion at the police station
that the accused
Chandrasekhar(19), resi-
dent of village Mudapara
Newsa, PS Gaurela, GPM
district who from the be-
ginning lived at his rela-
tive's house in village
Dongratola. Here the ac-
cused made a love affair
with the victim and estab-
lished physical relation-
ship with him.

A case was lodged
against the accused in
Gaurela PS and after ar-
resting on September 26
produced before the court
for further action. The ac-
cused was lodged in the
district jail Gorakhpur and
on October 20, 2022 pro-
duced before the court for
hearing. In the evening

while the accused was
lodged in the bus he
pushed a police personnel
and escaped from the
scene.

The police staff on duty
could not catch him and
the matter was reported to
the higher authorities. SP
U Uday Kiran immediately
formed a team which was
led by ASP Mrs Archana
Jha and SDOP Ashok
Wadwgaokar. The team

registered a case and
launched a hunt for the ac-
cused by forming different
teams.

In between constable
Naresh Kaiwart posted in
PS Gaurela received a mes-
sage in his mobile that the
accused Chandrasekhar is
seen in his village. The po-
lice party was immediately
dispatched for the village
but by the time police
party reached Newsa ac-

cused had left from that
place.

On strongly interrogat-
ing the house members of
the accused it was in-
formed that accused is hid-
ing in his relative's place at
village Karanjia in MP.
The police team immedi-
ately reached the village
and arrested the accused
and brought to PS Gaurela.
He was again produced be-
fore the court.
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Fake flood victims receive compensation 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Oct 26: After the
flood on July 14, 2022, in
Konta of Sukma district,
there is still resentment
among the people. The vic-
tims complained that the
administration has treated
them step-motherly.

The people whose homes
were destroyed in the flood,
even after the destruction,
the government help has

been received only from 07
to 09 thousand, while those
whose houses have neither
reached the flood water nor
the houses have been dam-
aged, are also provided gov-
ernment help by the admin-
istrative army.

Financial assistance has

been given ranging from
Rs 23000 to Rs 33000. In
such a situation, once
again in Konta Nagar, the
public has started asking
the reason for irregulari-
ties, expressing displeas-
ure with the Tahsildar
Konta Rupesh Markam,

SDM Konta Bansing
Netam and other Konta of-
ficers and employees.

The Chhattisgarh State
Government has probably
forgotten the 2006 floods
because after the 2006
floods, many people of
ward number 14-15 had left
their broken houses and
made their shelter in other
wards. But after the cur-
rent flood on July 14, 2022,
it seemed that the number
of houses in these two set-
tlements would have
reached only 300.

Fake people were also
given government help
without knowing the num-

ber of houses and voter list
of all the wards, that too the
amount was given to them
more than the flood affected
families. Due to which once
again the people of the city
have made up their mind to
sit on dharna.

What tehsildar says….
When asked on this issue,

Konta Tahsildar Rupesh
Markam refused to disclose
the amount given to the flood
victims, initially he refused to
come to give the list and later
he said that do not call in the
district, if you want to give as-
sistance to someone, then tell
me, I will get them done.

p Tehsildar, SDM fail to
cross-check before
distributing amount

p By AAP party workers of
Balodabazar-Bhatapara

‘Govardhan Puja’ celebrated as per rituals
In all ‘Gouthans’ of Koriya district
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Another BJP leader quits party

Hyderabad, Oct 26 (PTI): 

BJP leader in
Telangana Rapolu
Ananda Bhaskar on
Wednesday resigned from
the primary membership
of the party and is likely
to join the ruling TRS.

The resignation comes
close on the heels of two
leaders - former
Legislative Council chair-
man Swamy Goud and
Sravan Dasoju - quitting
BJP and joining the TRS.

In a letter to BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda, Bhaskar
asked the saffron party if
it has been adhering to
the principle of positive
secularism.

“While parting from
your party, it will not be
decent for me to blame,
but, humbly call upon you

all to honestly introspect.
Nothing but striving is
must,” he said in the let-
ter.

He alleged he was ig-
nored, humiliated, under-
rated and excluded in na-
tional role.

Bhaskar served as
Rajya Sabha member be-
tween 2012 and 2018 when
he was in the Congress.
Recently, he met TRS pres-
ident and Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao at
Pragati Bhavan, the Chief
Minister’s camp office-
cum-official residence
here, and expressed keen-
ness to join the ruling
party. Expressing disap-
pointment at the NDA
government imposing
GST on handloom prod-
ucts, Bhaskar told Rao
that he cannot tolerate
this as he belonged to a
family which is into hand-
looms.

Freeze on fresh NCC cadet enrolment in Bengal

Kolkata, Oct 26 (PTI): 

The National Cadet
Corps has decided to
cease enrolment of
fresh candidates in West
Bengal for 2022-23 fiscal
as the state has alleged-
ly paid less than what is
required as budgetary
support, an official said
here.

Over 41,000 cadets
who have been already
enrolled in the NCC, a
youth development
movement managed by
the armed forces which
is open to all regular
students of schools and
colleges on a voluntary
basis, will not be able to
take part in annual
camps, the official said.

“State governments
fund 25 per cent for the
camps, while the Centre
provides 75 per cent,”
another NCC official
said.

The NCC additional
director general in
charge of West Bengal
and Sikkim directorate,
Major General U S
Sengupta, in a letter to
the Director General of
NCC said that despite
“relentless efforts and
correspondence at vari-
ous levels” of the state
government, the budget
allocation to West
Bengal NCC by the state
government has re-
mained unchanged.

“Enrolment of cadets
in this training year is
being ceased till addi-
tional funds as project-
ed by this directorate to
the state government

are made available,”
Major General
Sengupta said in the let-
ter dated October 6.

Major Dr. B B Singh,
the spokesperson for
NCC’s West Bengal and
Sikkim directorate
here, said on
Wednesday that the
Bengal government has
allocated Rs 80 lakh in
2022-23, while there is a
requirement of another
Rs 3 crore.

The total requirement
is Rs 10 crore, including
the infrastructure devel-
opment of an academy
at Kalyani in Nadia dis-
trict, Singh said.

The careers of the
cadets would be disad-
vantaged if they are un-
able to complete their
training and examina-
tions, the spokesperson
said.

The NCC also pro-
vides exposure to cadets
in a wide range of activ-
ities, with a distinct em-
phasis on social servic-
es, discipline and adven-
ture training.

Maj Gen Sengupta
pointed out in the letter
that the total number of
West Bengal cadets who
were to undergo CATCs
(combined annual train-
ing camp) is 54,324 in
the current financial
year.

While 6,586 cadets
have already undergone
CATCs out of these, an-
other 6,400 can undergo
CATCs with the remain-
ing budgetary outlay, it
said.

“The total number of
WB cadets who will be
left without a camp and
thus rendering them in-
eligible for B and C cer-

tificate examinations
(is)- 41,068,” the letter
said.

Stating that another
103 camps would be re-
quired to cater to them,
it said that 75 per cent of
the enrolled candidates
will not be able to un-
dergo camps and hence
will be ineligible for at-
tending NCC B and C
certificate camps.

Noting that since the
directorate is not able to
train even the already
enrolled cadets, the let-
ter said that enrolment
of cadets for the year
2022-23 is being ceased
till the additional fund
is made available.

Singh said that for the
B certificate, a cadet has
to attend one camp and
for the C certificate
he/she has to attend at
least two camps.

TN to hand over Coimbatore explosion case probe to NIA
Chennai, Oct 26 (PTI): 

A probe by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) into the
Coimbatore explosion
case would be recom-
mended to the Centre, the
Tamil Nadu government
said here on Wednesday.

The state government
also announced raising a
special police force to foil
sabotage and bolster its
intelligence wing.

In a high-level meeting
chaired by Chief
Minister M K Stalin at the
Secretariat, the present
status of investigation re-
lated to the explosion was
taken up and it was decid-
ed to set up a special force

to prevent similar inci-
dents.

On October 23, 75-kg ex-
plosives were seized in
Coimbatore from the resi-
dence of a man who was
killed after a gas cylinder
exploded.

The explosion hap-
pened while he was mov-
ing past a temple on a car
in Tamil Nadu’s western
textile city and he had al-
legedly tried to evade a
police check post.

Quoting Stalin’s direc-
tives to officials in the
meet, the government
said it was decided to rec-
ommend to the Centre to
entrust the case to the
NIA.

The move is consider-

ing the possibilities of
links transcending Tamil
Nadu borders and the
likelihood of internation-
al connections emerging
during the investigation
of the explosion case, an
official release here said.

As part of measures to
further strengthen securi-
ty, the government said it
would set up new police
stations at the three local-
ities of Karumbu Kadai,
Sundarapuram and
Koundampalayam in
Coimbatore.

During review of the
overall law and order and
security scenario, the
government decided to in-
stall additional high-tech
surveillance cameras in

key cities of the state, in-
cluding Coimbatore.

Stalin directed officials
to post additional person-
nel in the intelligence
wing and protect and en-
courage informers.

Chief Secretary V Irai
Anbu, Director General of
Police C Sylendra Babu
and top state and intelli-
gence officials took part
in the high-level meeting.

The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act has been
invoked in the
Coimbatore car explosion
case and five men have
been arrested so far and
the state police is current-
ly investigating the mat-
ter. In 1998, Coimbatore
witnessed bomb blasts.

‘Air pollution satisfactory’
in Kolkata after Diwali’

Kolkata, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Air pollution levels
across Kolkata remained
good’ or satisfactory’ for
the second consecutive
day after Diwali, a
WBPCB official said.

At 11 am on Wednesday,
the air quality index read
46 (termed as good) at
Bidhannagar near here,
61 (satisfactory) at Fort
William in central
Kolkata, and 51 (satisfac-
tory) in Rabindra Sarobar
area in the southern part
of the city, the West
Bengal Pollution Control
Board official said.

In the Rabindra
Sarobar area, the AQI was
42 at 11 pm on Tuesday
which was termed as
good’. It was 40 at Fort
William and 41 at

Bidhannagar around the
same time, the official
said. The dip in air pollu-
tion for the two days was
attributed to intermittent
showers since Monday
morning under the im-
pact of cyclone ‘Sitrang’
as the light rain cleansed
the air and prevented a
section of revellers from
bursting fireworks, he
said.

On Wednesday morn-
ing as the rain effect dis-
sipated totally, the air
quality index rose a bit
but did not reach alarm-
ing levels, he explained.
Efforts of the state pollu-
tion control board and in-
creased monitoring by
the city police also helped
create awareness of the
adverse impact of burst-
ing crackers.

Cop injured in bid to
arrest drug peddler

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

A policeman from the
northeast district was in-
jured while attempting to
nab a 22-year-old suspect-
ed drug peddler who tried
to evade arrest by driving
away in his car, officials
said on Wednesday.

Constable Harender
suffered a fractured hip
during the chase and is
admitted to Max Hospital
in Patparganj, the police
said.

On Tuesday, two police
personnel saw a car
parked when they
reached the area behind
Alok Punj School in
Karawal Nagar while on
patrol duty. They found a
man sitting in the driver’s
seat in a suspicious condi-
tion, a senior officer said.

When the two police-
men asked him to open
the boot, he started the
car and tried to flee, but
Harender clung on to the
vehicle, the officer said.

After covering some
distance, the driver hit a
wall, leading to
Harender’s injury. Head
Constable Amrish then
nabbed the driver, the po-
lice added.

The man was later iden-
tified as Ankur, a resident
of Prem Nagar in
Dayalpur, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northeast) Sanjay
Kumar Sain said.

A search of the car re-
vealed a cache of 57.70 kg
of psychotropic sub-
stance wrapped in 11
packets with brown tape,
Sain said.

CB-CID begins probe into Kodanadu case
Udhagamandalam (TN) 

Oct 26 (PTI) Tamil Nadu
crime branch-CID (CB-
CID) on Wednesday began
investigation into the heist
and murder case at
Kodanadu bungalow be-
longing to late former
chief minister
Jayalalithaa. The crime
took place in April 2017.

The case was trans-
ferred to the CB-CID from
the special investigation
team (SIT) and personnel
arrived at the estate and

visited the spot where the
body of watchman of the
bungalow was found, the
police said.

The SIT, during its in-
vestigation for the last
one year, examined 316
people, including
Jayalalithaa’s close aide
V K Sasikala Natarajan
and submitted the 1,500-
page report to the district
sessions court here.

The CB-CID would
again carry out an in-
quiry with the manager,
staff, cashier of the es-

tate, father of a staff who
had died by suicide and
all the 10 accused in the
case and Dhanpal, the
brother of Kanagaraj, a
former driver of
Jayalalithaa, who died in
an accident in Salem just
after four days of the
heist and murder. The in-
vestigation and inquiry
by CB-CID lasted for
nearly two hours and the
team would return on
October 28 when the case
comes up before the
court, the police added.

10 Kashmiri Pandit families leave their village 

Jammu, Oct 26 (PTI): 

As terrorists carried
out a number of targeted
killings recently, 10
Kashmiri Pandit families
have left their village in
Shopian district in south
Kashmir out of fear and
reached Jammu.

The residents of
Choudharygund said the
recent terrorist attacks
have triggered a fear psy-
chosis among the Pandits
who lived in Kashmir
through the most difficult

period of terrorism in
1990s and did not leave
their homes.

Kashmiri Pandit Puran
Krishan Bhat was gunned
down by terrorists out-
side his ancestral house
in Choudharygund vil-
lage of Shopian district
on October 15. On
October 18, Monish
Kumar and Ram Sagar
were killed in a grenade
attack by terrorists while
they were asleep in their
rented accommodation in
Shopian.

“Ten families compris-
ing 35 to 40 Kashmiri
Pandits have migrated
out of our village due to
the fear psychosis,” a resi-
dent of Choudharygund

village who faced a death
threat recently told PTI.

He said the village was
now empty.

“The situation is not
conducive for us to live in
the Kashmir valley. We
live in fear due to the
killings. There is no secu-
rity for us,” another vil-
lager said.

The villagers alleged a
police post was set up
away from their village
even though they repeat-
edly sought protection.

They said they have left
everything in their hous-
es, even the recent har-
vest of apple.

Those who have
reached Jammu are liv-
ing with their relatives.

Bhagwant Mann in Adampur

‘We don’t do politics of hate,
we build schools, hospitals’

Hisar, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here on
Wednesday claimed that
the Aam Aadmi Party
does not indulge in politics
of hate but talks of devel-
opment and building
schools and hospitals.

He said this talking to
reporters while campaign-
ing for his party candidate
in the Adampur bypolls.

Mann took out a road-
show in Adampur and also
addressed gatherings in
villages while campaign-
ing for AAP candidate
Satender Singh.

“We don’t do politics of
hate. We do politics of de-
velopment, we build
schools and hospitals,” he
told reporters.

Mann appealed to peo-
ple to elect good people,
saying it will bring good
results like Punjab.

He then touched upon
the Punjab government re-
cently announcing the
restoration of the old pen-
sion scheme and the deci-

sion to give six per cent
dearness allowance to em-
ployees and an earlier
move to give 300 units of
free power to every house-
hold. Mann also claimed
that his government elimi-
nated corruption in

Punjab. “People of Punjab
voted for us on trust and
we will keep their trust,”
he said. Earlier, Mann paid
obeisance at a gurdwara in
Jawahar Nagar.

Last month too, Mann
had visited Hisar with

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, who had
launched the party’s na-
tionwide “Make India No.
1” campaign from
Haryana.

The Adampur byelec-
tions were necessitated
after Kuldeep Bishnoi re-
signed as an MLA and
switched sides from the
Congress to the BJP.
Bishnoi had defeated
BJP’s Sonali Phogat from
Adampur in the 2019 state
Assembly elections.

For the November 3 by-
polls, the Aam Aadmi
Party has fielded Satender
Singh, who switched over
from the BJP.

The ruling BJP has
fielded Bhavya Bishnoi,
Kuldeep Bishnoi’s son.

The Congress is bank-
ing on veteran leader and
former Union minister Jai
Prakash, who has been a
three-time MP from Hisar
earlier and a two-time
MLA. The Indian National
Lok Dal has fielded
Congress rebel Kurda
Ram Nambardar.

BHAI DOOJ CELEBRATION

TET-qualified candidates celebrate ‘Bhai Dooj’ festival amid their protest against the
alleged SSC scam, in Kolkata, Wednesday, 

PROTEST MARCH

Kerala state government employees take out a protest march seeking restoration of
the old pension scheme, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday. 

BRIEF

Seize 
 Chandigarh: The

Customs department
seized 379 grams of
gold worth nearly Rs
20 lakh from a passen-
ger who arrived on a
flight from Dubai at
the Shaheed Bhagat
Singh International
Airport here, a state-
ment said on
Wednesday. The offi-
cers of the depart-
ment intercepted the
passenger while he
was trying to cross the
green channel, the de-
partment said in its
statement.

Boat capsizes 
 Gopalganj: A consta-

ble died in Bihar on
Wednesday when a
boat carrying a police
party, on the trail of
liquor smugglers in
the dry state, capsized
in a river. According
to Gopalganj SP
Anand Kumar, the
boat was carrying five
police personnel, all of
them from the dis-
trict’s Jadavpur police
station. Acting on a
tip-off about the pres-
ence of bootleggers,
the police party was
trying to cross the
Gandak river and
reach Rajvahi village,
the superintendent of
police said.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Two bike-

borne men were killed
while two others seri-
ously injured in a road
accident in the Bari
police station area of
Rajasthan’s Dholpur
district on Wednesday.
Pawan Parmar (32)
and Bimal (28) died on
the spot while two oth-
ers were seriously in-
jured in a collision be-
tween a speeding SUV
and the bike near
Galla Mandi, SHO
Mahendra Singh said.

Hunger strike
 Agartala: Hundreds

of teachers, who lost
jobs after the Tripura
high court deemed
their appointments il-
legal in 2014, have
been staging a hunger
strike here over the
past seven days, de-
manding their rein-
statement. The pro-
testers claimed that
Chief Minister
Manik Saha, during a
meeting with a dele-
gation representing
the retrenched teach-
ers, had given assur-
ance that a detailed
discussion over the
possibility of job
restoration would be
held after Lakshmi
puja in the presence
of heads of depart-
ments concerned, but
“no such measures
have been taken thus
far”.

Arrested
 Kannauj: Four people

were arrested follow-
ing violence in
Kanshiram Colony
here, police said on
Wednesday.
Considering that those
involved in the vio-
lence belonged to dif-
ferent communities,
additional police force
has been deployed in
the area.

Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi shows
a portrait of Rajiv Gandhi
presented to her by party
President Mallikarjun
Kharge (unseen) during
the ceremony for presen-
tation of certificate of
election to him, at AICC
Headquarters in New
Delhi, Wednesday. 

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann during a roadshow for the
election campaign of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate
Satinder Singh ahead of upcoming Adampur constituency
by-election, in Hisar district, Wednesday.

Days after killing of
community mem-
ber by terrorists

 Likely to join TRS
As funds from state
govt dries up



DIWALI CELEBRATIONS

New York City Mayor Eric Adams with New York State Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar, Deputy Commissioner at
the New York City Mayor’s Office For International Affairs Dilip Chauhan and dignitaries during Diwali celebrations
at the former’s official residence, in New York.
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United Nations, Oct 26 (AP):

The UN special envoy
for Myanmar warned
Tuesday that the politi-
cal, human rights and hu-
manitarian crisis in the
military-ruled Southeast
Asian nation is deepen-
ing and taking “a cata-
strophic toll on the peo-
ple.”

Noeleen Heyzer told
the U.N. General
Assembly’s human rights
committee that more
than 13.2 million people
don’t have enough to eat,
1.3 million are displaced
and the military contin-
ues operations using dis-
proportionate force in-
cluding bombings, burn-
ings of homes and build-

ings, and the killing of
civilians.

Heyzer’s briefing was
her first at the U.N. in
New York since she visit-
ed Myanmar in August
and met the head of the
military government,
Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing.

She said the meeting
“was part of broader ef-
forts by the U.N. to ur-
gently support a return to
civilian rule.” She
stressed that “there is a
new political reality in
Myanmar: a people de-
manding change, no
longer willing to accept
military rule.”

Heyzer said she made
six requests during the
meeting with the mili-

tary’s commander-in-
chief, including to end
aerial bombing and the
burning of civilian infra-
structure; deliver human-
itarian aid without dis-
criminating; release all
children and political
prisoners; institute a
moratorium on execu-
tions; ensure the well-
being of and allow meet-
ings with the country’s
imprisoned former
leader Aung San Suu Kyi;
and create conditions for
the voluntary and safe re-
turn of over 1 million
Rohingya refugees who
fled to Bangladesh to es-
cape military crack-
downs.

Myanmar for five
decades had languished

under strict military rule
that led to international
isolation and sanctions.
As the generals loosened
their grip, culminating in
Suu Kyi’s rise to leader-
ship in 2015 elections, the
international community
responded by lifting most
sanctions and pouring in-
vestment into the 
country.

That ended with the
military’s Feb. 1, 2021
coup following November
2020 elections in which
Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy
party won overwhelming-
ly and the military con-
tested as fraudulent.

The takeover was met
with massive public op-
position, which has since

turned into armed resist-
ance that some U.N. ex-
perts, including Heyzer’s
predecessor, Christine
Schraner Burgener, have
characterized as civil
war.

Much of the interna-
tional community, includ-
ing Myanmar’s fellow
members in the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, have ex-
pressed frustration at the
hard line the generals
have taken in resisting re-
form. Myanmar’s rulers
agreed to a five-point
ASEAN plan in April
2021 to restore peace and
stability to the country
but the military has made
little effort to implement
the plan.

UN envoy: Myanmar crisis deepens, taking ‘catastrophic toll’

Frankfurt, Oct 26 (AP): Natural
gas and electricity prices in
Europe have plunged from
summer peaks thanks to mild
weather and a monthslong
scramble to fill gas storage
ahead of winter and replace
Russian supplies during the
war in Ukraine. It’s a welcome
respite after Russia slashed
natural gas flows, triggering an
energy crisis that has fuelled
record inflation and a looming
recession. Yet experts warn it’s
too soon to exhale, even as
European governments roll out
relief packages for people
struggling with high utility bills
and work on longer-term ways

to contain volatile gas and
electricity prices that have
shrunk household budgets and
forced some businesses to shut
down. 

Uncertainties include not
only the weather but how
responsive people will be to
appeals to turn down their
heating and how much demand
there will be from Asian
economies for scarce energy
supplies. And the war a few
hours east is a cauldron of pos-
sible unpleasant surprises that
could cut energy supplies
needed for electricity, heating
and factory work and send
prices sharply higher.

Gas crunch eases in Europe - but
the respite might not last Umm Al Fahim (Israel), Oct 26 (AP):

The voices of Israel’s
Palestinian citizens are
often drowned out or dele-
gitimised in the country’s
noisy politics. Yet in the
upcoming parliament elec-
tion, they could hold the
key to breaking an en-
trenched political dead-
lock.

Israelis vote Tuesday for
the fifth time in under four
years. The country re-
mains divided over former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s fitness to
serve while on trial for cor-
ruption. Polls show those
numbers have barely

budged
What could tip the

scales is the vote of one-
fifth of Israelis who are of
Palestinian descent, with
family ties in adjacent ter-
ritories Israel captured in
1967.

Turnout among these
voters will be key: High
numbers could swing the
election in favor of
Netanyahu’s opponents,
while a drop could pave
the way for Netanyahu’s
return.

“I can hardly remember
a single election campaign
that all depended on the
vote of Arab citizens,”
said Arik Rudnitzky, who

studies Arab voting pat-
terns at the Israel
Democracy Institute, a
think tank.

Most polls predict a his-
torically low turnout
among Arab voters, even
though the outgoing coali-
tion government included
an Arab party, a first in
Israel’s history.

That first-time partici-
pation in government has-
n’t generated much excite-
ment among voters disillu-
sioned by rampant crime,
the rising cost of living
and a loss of hope for
change from within a
slow-moving political 
system.

Arab voters key to breaking deadlock in Israeli election
Beijing, Oct 26 (AP):

The Chinese city of
Shanghai started admin-
istering an inhalable
COVID-19 vaccine on
Wednesday in what ap-
pears to be a world first.

The vaccine, a mist
that is sucked in through
the mouth, is being of-
fered for free as a booster
dose for previously vac-
cinated people, accord-
ing to an announcement
on an official city social
media account.

Scientists hope that
such “needle-free” vac-
cines will make vacci-
nation more accessible
in countries with frag-
ile health systems be-
cause they are easier to
administer.

They also may per-
suade people who don’t
like getting a shot in
the arm to get inoculat-
ed.

China wants more
people to get booster
shots before it relaxes
strict pandemic restric-
tions that are holding
back the economy and
are increasingly out of
synch with the rest of
the world.

As of mid-October, 90
per cent of Chinese
were fully vaccinated
and 57 per cent had re-
ceived a booster shot.

A video posted by an
online Chinese state
media outlet showed
people at a community
health centre sticking
the short nozzle of a
translucent white cup

into their mouths. The
accompanying text said
that after slowly inhal-
ing, people hold their
breath for five seconds,
with the entire proce-
dure completed in 20 sec-
onds.

“It was like drinking a
cup of milk tea,” one
Shanghai resident said
in the video.

“When I breathed it in,
it tasted a bit sweet.”

A vaccine taken in the
mouth could also fend off
the virus before it reach-

es the rest of the respira-
tory system, though that
would depend in part on
the size of the droplets,
one expert said.

Larger droplets would
train defences in parts of
the mouth and throat,
while smaller ones
would travel further into
the body, said Dr. Vineeta
Bal, an immunologist in
India.

Chinese regulators ap-
proved the vaccine for
use as a booster in
September.

China rolling out oral COVID-19 vaccine

Islamabad, Oct 26 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment on Wednesday recon-
stituted a panel probing
the killing of senior jour-
nalist Arshad Sharif in
Kenya by dropping an ISI
representative from the
team, days after he was
shot dead by the Nairobi
police.

Sharif, 49, a former re-
porter and TV anchor
with ARY TV, and known
for his proximity to for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan, had fled to Kenya
after he was booked on
charges of sedition and
peddling “anti-state” nar-
rative by Pakistan’s secu-
rity agencies earlier this
year.

The journalist was shot
dead at a police checkpoint
at an hour’s distance from
Nairobi on Sunday night.
The Kenyan police later
said it was a case of “mis-
taken identity” during a
search for a similar car in-
volved in a child abduction
case. On Wednesday, the
Interior Ministry removed

a representative of the
Inter-Service Intelligence
(ISI) from the list of offi-
cials who will be part of
the team that will ascer-
tain facts in the killing of
Sharif from the Kenyan
Police and relevant au-
thorities.

The ministry removed
ISI Lt Col Saad Ahmed’s
name hours after it had is-
sued an earlier notifica-
tion stating the names of
three officials part of the
high-profile team, accord-
ing to a revised notifica-
tion.

The two-member team,
which includes
Director/DIG Police, FIA
Athar Waheed and Deputy
Director General
Intelligence Bureau Omar
Shahid Hamid, will sub-
mit its report to the
Interior Division.

According to the notifi-
cation, the team will leave
for Kenya immediately
and noted that the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Pakistan’s
High Commission in
Nairobi will facilitate the

team during the visit.
The move comes just a

day after former prime
minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday claimed that
Sharif was killed in a tar-
geted attack. Khan said
that he had advised Sharif
to leave the country in
view of the threats to his
life.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday an-
nounced that his govern-
ment will form a three-
member judicial commis-
sion to probe the journal-
ist’s killing.

Meanwhile, the mortal
remains of Sharif arrived
in Islamabad early
Wednesday morning.
Local TV channel footage
showed a large number of
people gathered at the
Islamabad airport, includ-
ing members of the media
fraternity and leaders
from Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party. “My Arshad is back,
but in [a] coffin,” his wife
Javeria Siddique said on
Twitter. She also shared a
video showing the coffin.

Pak govt drops ISI representative from team
probing journalist’s killing in Kenya

Moscow, Oct 26 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday monitored
drills of the country’s
strategic nuclear forces in-
volving multiple practice
launches of ballistic and
cruise missiles, the
Kremlin said.

Russian Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu re-
ported to Putin that the
drills were intended to
simulate a “massive nu-
clear strike” by Russia in
retaliation for a nuclear at-
tack on Russia.

The exercise comes
amid soaring Russia-West
tensions over Moscow’s ac-

tions in Ukraine.
The Kremlin said in a

statement that all tasks set
for the exercise were ful-
filled and all the missiles
that were test-fired
reached their designated
targets. Washington has
said that Moscow in-
formed it about the drills
in advance.

The Russian exercise
comes amid Moscow’s
warnings of a purported
Ukrainian plot to detonate
a radioactive device com-
monly known as a “dirty
bomb” in a false flag at-
tack to blame Russia.
Ukraine and its allies
strongly reject the allega-
tion.

Kremlin: Putin monitors drills
of Russia’s nuclear forces

Baghdad, Oct 26 (AP):

Archaeologists in north-
ern Iraq last week un-
earthed 2,700-year-old rock
carvings featuring war
scenes and trees from the
Assyrian Empire, an ar-
chaeologist said on
Wednesday.

The carvings on marble
slabs were discovered by a
team of experts in Mosul,
Iraq’s second-largest city,
who have been working to
restore the site of the an-
cient Mashki Gate, which
was bulldozed by Islamic
State group militants in

2016. Fadhil Mohammed,
head of the restoration
works, said the team was
surprised by discovering
“eight murals with in-
scriptions, decorative
drawings and writings”.

Mashki Gate was one of
the largest gates of
Nineveh, an ancient
Assyrian city of this part
of the historic region of
Mesopotamia.

The discovered carvings
show, among other things,
a fighter preparing to fire
an arrow while others
show palm trees. “The
writings show that these

murals were built or made
during the reign of King
S e n n a c h e r i b , ”
Mohammed added, refer-
ring to the Neo-Assyrian
Empire King who ruled
from 705 to 681 BC.

The Islamic State group
overran large parts of Iraq
and Syria in 2014 and car-
ried out a campaign of sys-
tematic destruction of in-
valuable archaeological
sites in both countries.
The extremists vandalised
museums and destroyed
major archaeological sites
in their fervor to erase his-
tory.

Iraqi forces supported
by a US-led international
coalition liberated Mosul
from IS in 2017 and the ex-
tremists lost the last sliver
of land they once con-
trolled two years later.

The territory of today’s
Iraq was home to some of
the earliest cities in the
world. Thousands of ar-
chaeological sites are scat-
tered across the country,
where Sumerians,
Babylonian and Assyrian
once lived.

2,700 year-old rock carvings 
discovered in Iraq’s Mosul

London, Oct 26 (PTI):

UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak on
Wednesday will hold the
first Cabinet meeting
with his new team, a day
after he became Britain’s
first Indian-origin pre-
mier.

Sunak on Tuesday
began putting his top
team in place with key
Cabinet appointments
and decided to keep the
new Chancellor, Jeremy
Hunt, in place for eco-
nomic stability and
brought back Indian-ori-
gin Suella Braverman as
Home Secretary.

In another move aimed
at continuity, James
Cleverly will stay in his
post as Foreign Secretary
despite not being a Sunak
loyalist.

Braverman, whose
scathing resignation let-
ter precipitated Liz Truss’
exit from Downing Street
last week, is a fellow

Bexiteer like Sunak.
On his first full day as

Prime Minister, Sunak
will meet his new cabinet
on Wednesday before fac-
ing opposition leader Keir
Starmer in PMQs at mid-
day, the BBC reported.

Sunak has pledged to
govern with “integrity”
and has tried to unite the
Conservatives by includ-
ing people from different
wings of the party in his
top team. But the

Opposition Labour Party
has criticised the decision
to reappoint Braverman,
popular on the Tory right,
as a home secretary just
six days after she re-
signed over data breach-
es, the report said.

Sunak’s first Cabinet
meeting will be amid crit-
icism over his reappoint-
ment of Braverman as
home secretary.

Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly - who’s

kept his job under new
Prime Minister Sunak -
has defended the prime
minister’s decision to
reappoint Braverman to
the role of home secre-
tary.

Braverman was forced
to resign from the job - in
the dying days of Truss’s
premiership - just last
week over two data
breaches. “She said she
made a mistake and apol-
ogised for that,” Cleverly
told the BBC. He adds that
Braverman has promised
a crackdown on crime
and to secure borders
while in the Home Office.

Asked whether
Braverman is back in the
post as the result of a deal
that helped Sunak gain
power, Cleverly says
Sunak was “way, way, way
ahead” during the latest
Conservative leadership
contest, adding: “I doubt
that he needed any partic-
ular individuals’ endorse-
ment.”

UK PM Rishi Sunak to hold first Cabinet
meeting with his new team

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaks during Prime
Minister’s Questions in the House of Commons, London,
Wednesday, Oct. 26, his first as Prime Minister. 
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Though cricket
Though cricket have been

known as the team game, but in
the T20 Cricket World Cup,
against Pakistan, former Indian
cricket captain and ‘Player of
the Match’ Virat Kohli single-
handedly produced a knock for
the ages as he remained unbeat-
en on 82 off 53 balls to help India
pull off a stunning win over
Pakistan in their ICC T20 World
Cup opener at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. The match went
into a tense final over but a no
ball and a wide ball from
Mohammad Nawaz cost
Pakistan dearly. Incidentally,
Kohli rated his innings as the
best in T20Is during a chat after
the match. When India needs 28
runs in the last eight balls
against Pakistan then how
Pakistan would believe that
they’ve lost, that was pretty spe-
cial finishing from Kohli’s 19th
overs last two balls 12 runs and
last over sensational drama,
make all the differences. India
was lucky because Virat and
Hardik Pandya applied them-
selves. The two revived India
with a 113-run stand for the
fourth wicket after they were
reeling at 31/4 at one stage. But
India should believe that lady
luck will not keep smiling on
Team India always. How many
times players like skipper Rohit
Sharma, vice-captain K L Rahul
and others have seen such poor
performance. Shockingly, in this
match we still don’t have a 5th
bowler who can stop the runs.
Pak still posted a fighting 159 for
eight. Whatsoever, great start to
the T20 World Cup campaign
from the Indian side. Though
Kohli has played his T20’s best
innings, one hopes that he will
continue to maintain his form
for future matches also. Kudos
to India for its sensational last-
ball win over Pakistan.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Learn from 1962 war
Our political leaders should

learn a lesson from India’s hu-
miliating 1962 debacle. How can
the Army leadership be blamed
for this defeat when the govern-
ment of the day failed to ad-
dress various concerns of the
Army? Only a well-armed Army
with proper logistic support can
be expected to decimate the
enemy. The ground reality then
was otherwise as the political
leadership was more focused on
the Panchsheel Agreement and
‘Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai’ rhetoric
instead of providing the required
infrastructure and weapons to
the Army to face the PLA.

RRaavviinnddeerr  SSiinngghh,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Don’t tolerate hate
It appears that it is either a

deliberate failure of the execu-
tive or some invisible forces
have been preventing the execu-
tive from taking action against
hate-mongers. Hate-mongers
are active everywhere, including
in the electronic media, social
media and other forums. They
need to be curbed before it is
too late. It is unfortunate that
some hate-mongers are moving
freely with no legal action initi-
ated against them. Hate in any
form should not be allowed to vi-
tiate our centuries-old culture of
'unity in diversity'.

RRoooopp  SSiinngghh  NNeeggii,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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People perform rituals during 'Govardhan Puja' festival at Siddheshwar Temple in Gurugram, Wednesday, Oct. 26.

GOVARDHAN PUJA’ FESTIVAL

A s Rishi Sunak was named the new leader of the
Conservatives on Monday, social media and TV channels in

India were awash with comments and reactions about Mr Sunak, who
has spoken publicly about his Indian roots and Hindu faith.  Mr Sunak
will be the first person of colour to become prime minister, an ac-
complishment reflecting that of Kamala Harris, a woman of Indian
heritage who became US vice president last year. Mr Sunak’s grand-
parents hailed from Punjab state before the Indian subcontinent was
divided into two countries, India and Pakistan, in 1947 after British
colonial rule ended. They moved to East Africa in the late 1930s be-
fore finally settling in the UK in the 1960s. Mr Sunak was born in 1980
in Southampton. His ancestral link is not his only association with
India. He is married to Akshata Murty, whose father is Indian billion-
aire N.R. Narayana Murty, founder of tech giant Infosys. Mr Sunak’s
rise to power in British politics has prompted a sense of pride among
Indians. Indian TV channels appeared starstruck by Sunak’s victory,
with New Delhi Television announcing “Indian son rises over the em-
pire”. India Today news channel took a jibe at the UK’s economic and
political turbulence, using the Hindi term for someone of Indian back-
ground: “Battered Britain gets ‘desi’ big boss.” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi congratulated Mr Sunak on Twitter and said he is
looking forward to “working closely together on global issues”.
“Special Diwali wishes to ‘living bridge’ of UK Indians as we trans-
form historic ties into modern partnership,” Mr Modi wrote. Some
said Mr Sunak’s selection was particularly special for the country
with its recent celebration of 75 years of independence from British
colonial rule. “Today, as India celebrates Diwali in its 75th year as an
independent nation, the UK gets an Indian-origin Prime Minister.
History comes full circle,” parliamentarian Raghav Chadha tweeted.
Others celebrated Mr Sunak as a “proud Hindu”, saying he did not
shy away from embracing his faith and Indian culture. They shared
videos on Twitter showing Mr Sunak taking his oath of allegiance in
2020 on the Hindu holy book Bhagvad Gita. Other videos shared on
Twitter showed Mr Sunak praying to a cow, considered holy by
Hindus, when he was running for Britain’s top job for the first time in
August. In a Hindu ritual conducted in London, Mr Sunak touched the
cow’s feet while his wife offered carrots to it. Mr Sunak also per-
formed “aarti” in front of the cow, a Hindu ritual involving the waving
of oil lamps. Mr Sunak has been public about his Indian origins and
love for cricket. He has also talked about his abstinence from beef on
religious grounds. “I am thoroughly British, this is my home and my
country, but my cultural heritage is Indian,” he told reporters in 2020.
His vision for India-U.K. bilateral ties has gone beyond the opportuni-
ty for the U.K. to sell things in India, wanting Britain to also "learn
from India". “The U.K. doesn’t have a monopoly on opportunity.
There’s an enormous amount of opportunity in India, we also want to
make sure that if this living bridge is going to be a real thing, we have
got to make it easier for people in the U.K. to go to India, to study at
world-class institutions to go work in all these amazing start-ups,”
Mr. Sunak said recently when he was Chancellor. "I want to make
sure that it’s easy for our students to also travel to India and learn,
that it’s also easy for our companies and Indian companies to work
together because it’s not just a one-way relationship, it’s a two-way
relationship, and that’s the type of change I want to bring to that rela-
tionship,” the former investment banker-turned-politician had said,
while outlining his vision for India-U.K. ties. In his first address as
Prime Minister, he pledged to approach the country's problems with
"compassion" and "to place economic stability and confidence at the
heart of this government's agenda". The devout Hindu former minis-
ter, who swore his oath of allegiance on being elected MP in the
House of Commons on the ‘Bhagavad Gita’, also found time for dar-
shan at the famous Bhaktivedanta Manor ISKCON temple during the
course of the long campaign and had members of the Indian diaspora
praying for his success. As the first Chancellor to light diyas on the
doorstep of No. 11 Downing Street, his Tory election victory on Diwali
this year has been dubbed as very serendipitous by many British
Hindus. Overall Rishi Sunak’s success a moment of pride for India.

M ore than one in every four
new HIV infections in Asia

Pacific were in the young people in
the Asia Pacific region (in 2020). More
worrying is that almost all of these
new HIV infections in the young peo-
ple, were among the young key popu-
lations. Writing on the wall is clear:
unless we scale up HIV programmes
and increase programme effective-
ness for the young key populations,
we will fail to end AIDS by 2030. Over
26% of new HIV infections in Asia and
the Pacific region were in the young
people aged 15-24 years (in 2020),
with young men almost twice as likely
as young women to acquire HIV, said
Applesta da Costa, a young psycholo-
gist from India who took part in the
“Asia Pacific Youth Forum: Putting
young key populations first to end
AIDS by 2030” in Thailand. In some
countries, over 45% of new HIV infec-
tions were among young people, said
Applesta who is a part of Human
Touch Foundation team in Goa, India.
Asia Pacific Youth Forum was co-host-
ed by Thailand's Ministry of Public
Health, United Nations joint pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS Asia
Pacific), and other partners.

Alarmingly, 99% of new HIV infec-
tions in young people (aged 15-24
years) are happening among those
from key populations and their sex
partners. In Asia Pacific region, 97%
of all new HIV infections among
young people in 2020 occurred in 10
countries. It is important to note that
number of new HIV infections
among key populations (young and
older people among the key popula-
tions) has been very high compared
to general population. “HIV preva-
lence in key populations in India is 6
to 13 times higher than the preva-

lence in general population in India
(0.22%). HIV prevalence among per-
sons who inject drugs is 6.26%,
3.14% among transgender commu-
nity (including Hijra), 2.69% among
gay men and other men who have
sex with men, 2.10% among prison
inmates, and 1.56% among female
sex workers. If we are to progress to-
wards ending AIDS, we have to
strengthen HIV prevention, treat-
ment, care and support services for
the key populations on priority,” said
Dr Ishwar Gilada, who represents
Asia Pacific region at the Governing
Council of International AIDS Society
(IAS), and is the President of AIDS
Society of India (ASI). 

HHIIVV  pprreevveennttiioonn  mmuusstt  
nnoott  sslliipp  ooffff  tthhee  rraaddaarr

Almost half of new HIV infections
in young people in the Asia Pacific re-
gion in 2020 were among gay men
and other men who have sex with
men. But less than 25% of young gay
men and other men who have sex
with men and young people who in-
ject drugs, received prevention serv-
ices to protect themselves and other
people from HIV. “We really need to
find out what are we lacking [in HIV
programme], why are we still falling
behind? Why are the new HIV infec-
tions not declining steeply, especially
in the young key populations?” rightly
questions Applesta.

LLeeggaall  aanndd  ppoolliiccyy  
ccoohheerreennccee  iiss  mmiissssiinngg

Applesta said that legal and policy
coherence is vital to achieve across
the region to progress on public
health and other sustainable devel-
opment agenda. “We are aware that
adolescents as young as 13 or 14
years may be sexually active,” said
Applesta. But if they wish to get a
HIV test then they need their parent
or legal guardian’s consent in India.
“Lot of young people do not want to
go for a HIV test because they do
not want to be judged by their par-
ents or legal guardians. Also, there
are prejudices related to being sexu-
ally active as well.” There are puni-
tive laws. For instance, those young
people who inject drugs may be re-
luctant to access harm reduction re-
lated health services. We need legal
and policy harmonization so that
everyone including the young can

access the full spectrum of HIV serv-
ices everywhere, especially those
who are at a greater risk.

PPrriivvaaccyy  aanndd  ccoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy
Legal requirement to show govern-

ment identity cards for accessing
range of HIV-related services may
deter some young key populations
from accessing care. Applesta also
points out that most of the HIV servic-
es are available during the time when
young people may be in school or col-
lege or at workplaces. We need HIV
services to be available at the time
convenient or preferable for those
most in need.
SSttiiggmmaa  aanndd  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  ssttiillll  bblloocckkss

aacccceessss  ttoo  ccaarree
HIV-related stigma continues to be

a barrier in accessing healthcare
services. Key populations face com-
pounded stigma and discrimination.
“If a healthcare centre is not youth-
friendly and not a safe space for the
young key populations, then we will
not be able to serve most in need as
they may be reluctant to opt-in for
services,” said Applesta. Self-stigma
or shame is another obstacle which
impacts self-acceptance, self-percep-
tion, self-efficacy, self-esteem and
self-confidence. Self-stigma often re-
sults when self-issues interact with
external causes (such as discrimina-
tion or violence in family, school, so-
cial or work settings), resulting in de-
pression, low self-esteem, anger and
self-harm, even suicidal intent. Self-
stigma contributes to ‘bridging be-
haviours’ – such as injecting drug use
– that can increase a young person’s
sexual risk-taking. Self-stigma ap-
pears to decrease condom use, as the
need to feel love or affection out-
weighs long-term health conse-
quences of unprotected sex. Also,
those who have low self-esteem are
less likely to have the power dynam-
ics to negotiate condom use with
their partner. We need to stop ne-
glecting self-stigma. Preventing HIV
infections in key populations, requires
addressing self-stigma and the link-
ages with HIV vulnerability and risk
behaviours. Applesta underlined the
need to pay more attention to mental
health.  She stressed upon strength-
ening HIV prevention services with
full range of HIV prevention tools and
approaches available and accessible

to the young key populations. 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) is

yet to be made available widely in
India. Post-Exposure Prophylaxis also
needs to be made more widely acces-
sible. Comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation is another missing or weak
cog-in-the-wheel in India’s education
system. Also we need approaches
that reach out to the young who are
not enrolled in formal education sys-
tem so that they can benefit from
comprehensive sexuality education,
as well as other health and social wel-
fare services. “Then they will be able
to take more informed decisions
which will help them in not putting
themselves in a vulnerable position,”
said Applesta. She called for making
HIV self-testing widely available and
accessible in India. As per a recent
news, in recognition of growing scien-
tific evidence in favour of HIV self-
testing, it is likely to be introduced in
India by end of this year. Engaging
the young people, especially those
from key populations, is vital to find
solutions and approaches that work
best for them.

HHIIVV  rraatteess  hhaavvee  ddeecclliinneedd  
bbuutt  nnoott  sstteeeeppllyy  eennoouugghh

Some countries in Asia Pacific re-
gion have made strong gains against
their HIV epidemics. Thailand and
Viet Nam have reduced their annual
numbers of new HIV infections by at
least 50% since 2010. These declines
were achieved mainly with preven-
tion programmes focused on people
from key populations. New HIV in-
fections in the region overall, howev-
er, declined by only 21% between
2010 and 2020. But it has increased
in some countries in the same peri-
od: 36% increase in Papua New
Guinea, 84% in Pakistan and 237%
in the Philippines. New HIV infec-
tions also increased during 2010-
2020 in Afghanistan, Fiji, Malaysia,
and Timor-Leste. Across the region,
new HIV infections among young
people declined by 32% between
2010 and 2020. With only 98 months
left to end AIDS by 2030, we have to
ensure that new HIV infection rates
decline much more sharply - and -
putting young key populations first
is one of the essential components
to accelerate progress towards the
#endAIDS goals.

Letizia Tedesco

S ea ice holds the key to under-
standing the entire Arctic ma-

rine ecosystem. But it's melting faster
than we can unravel its complexity. In
our planet's far north, an extraordi-
nary ocean exists. The Arctic Ocean is
special in many ways but its sea ice,
floating on the frigid water, holds the
key to a food web and ecosystem that
supports creatures from inconspicu-
ous crustaceans to mighty polar
bears. But all of this is under threat
from climate change.

Every year, Arctic sea ice reaches
its largest annual extent in March and
shrinks back to its smallest by
September. This March, it reached 14
million square kilometres nearly half
the size of Africa before returning to
less than 5 million square kilometres
last month. These might seem like
very large numbers, and they are. But
they're much smaller than they used
to be. In the 40-plus years that satel-
lites have watched the Arctic, its sea
ice has fallen faster than scientists

and their modelling had projected.
The Arctic Ocean is expected to be
ice-free during summer before
mid-century if we don't keep global
warming below a 2 degree Celsius
increase relative to pre-industrial
levels. "Positive albedo feedback"
is one of the main reasons why the
Arctic Ocean is warming so much
faster than the rest of our planet.
Sea ice, and the snow on top of it,
reflect more sunlight than seawa-
ter. When global warming melts the
ice, the darker water left behind re-
flects less sunlight and absorbs more
heat, amplifying the melt of the sea
ice that remains. Sea ice plays a vital
role in keeping global temperatures in
check by reflecting sunlight but it pro-
vides other services for the Arctic too.
Sea ice is more than just frozen
water. It contains a complex mix of
pure solid ice, gas bubbles and pock-
ets of salty water. An entire and
unique ecosystem develops within
these pockets, ranging from viruses,
bacteria, to fungi, algae and little
grazing creatures such as microscop-

ic crustaceans. The only thing these
life forms have in common is that
they can all fit into the pockets of
salty water and they can survive in
the dark, cold, salty environment of
the sea ice. The most abundant or-
ganisms here are tiny algae. Along
with phytoplankton in the water,
these algae form the foundation of
the entire Arctic marine food web.
When there is no other food available,
algae feed many organisms living
within and under the sea ice. Arctic
cod are a key species in transferring
this energy along the entire food web
up to top predators like the polar

bear. Microscopic creatures feed on
the algae and the Arctic cod graze
mainly on them. The cod are in turn
eaten by other creatures, including
ringed seals and belugas. A whole
chain of Arctic species like the
ringed seal depend on the sea ice
for their food. But human-induced
global warming can cause major
stresses at any level of the marine
food webs, including where ice
algae and phytoplankton sit. By

mid-century, we will have lost the
ability to understand the summertime
Arctic ecosystem as it had existed for
millennia. With less ice, the increased
sunlight available earlier in the sea-
son can turbo-charge ice algae and
phytoplankton. But this early extra
food might not coincide with the peak
of the grazers' life cycle, with implica-
tions for the Arctic cod.The organisms
that feed on the cod are then also af-
fected. With a gap in the ecosystem,
other species, like capelin and killer
whales, can move in from the south.
There are no rules for who eats whom
when species invade like this, and it

can have far-reaching effects on
other species, changing the amount
and quality of food available to every-
one. A change that begins with the
melting sea ice disrupts the entire
food web.

Since the Arctic Ocean is remote
and its climate is harsh, it remains
barely accessible and, because of
this, poorly understood. We know so
little about the consequences of the
rapid loss of sea ice that scientists
call it a "crisis discipline" urgent deci-
sions need to be made in the face of
incomplete knowledge. Our ability to
manage the enormous effects is ham-
pered by huge gaps in our under-
standing. But protecting the sea ice
ecosystem is fundamental to guaran-
tee all the ecosystem services it pro-
vides. It is a habitat, nursery and
feeding ground for many, a source of
food, a climate regulator, and it sup-
ports local and indigenous knowl-
edge, tourism and scientific research.
If we do not slow down climate
change, the disruption of the Arctic
will continue to outpace the science. 

The ecological crisis in the Arctic Ocean

Vijaykumar H K

O ur Indian Army in border continue to have difficulties with
the movement of drones used for airdropping weapons, am-

munition and drugs with over a thousand such operations carried
out by Pakistani extremists at various locations along the border
over the past five years. When it comes to terrorism, drones provide
a threat that is especially difficult to counter. It is becoming more
likely that terrorists will use drones to drop bombs or possibly bio-
logical weapons over Indian territory. Drones are being used by
Pakistani terrorists to smuggle drugs, weapons, ammunitions, to kill
our soldiers and also public.Today's drones can carry a payload that
is roughly the weight of a revolver or grenade but as technology ad-
vances swiftly, they will soon be able to carry 5 to 8 kg, which is
more than enough to wreak havoc on public gatherings also.Due to
the lack of adequate security infrastructure to detect and respond to
such a danger, experts predict that future attacks will most likely in-
volve commercial drones.Our Indian army, which is tasked with
policing a hundreds of kilometer length of the border with Pakistan
has shot down drones to the maximum extent possible while also
preventing the entry of several unmanned aerial vehicles. Inter-
Services Intelligence and other Pakistani extremists have started
using drones more and more frequently lately. One can easily sus-
pect that terrorists supported by Pakistan's spy agency like Inter-
Services Intelligence are using high-end Chinese drones that are so-
phisticated, silent and able to fly at higher altitudes. According to
army experts and news reports Pakistani militants and their intelli-
gences are also capable of adapting consumer-grade drones to
carry bombs or chemicals that, if dropped over a crowd of people,
could have a devastating effect.According to  news, our army and
the Punjab Police worked together to bust a gang that had been
smuggling drugs and weapons across the border repeatedly from
many years.The Indian army has also made the decision to reward
public also who shoots down an intruding drone (as per the news re-
ports).Since a long time, the Indian army has been engaged in com-
bat with Pakistani extremists who employ a deadly fleet of
drones.We should be grateful for our army, which is doing every-
thing in its power to protect the public from tragedies of any type.
Therefore, it is essential that our defence research and development
organization should consider drone detection and develop mitiga-
tion strategies as soon as possible that can aid in boosting cross-
border security.

Mitigating Drone 
Attacks is crucial

Are HIV programmes missing the 
young who need them the most?

Rishi Sunak’s success a
moment of pride for India

BOBBY RAMAKANT
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
appointed Sangeeta
Verma as the acting
chairperson of the
Competition
Commission of India
(CCI). The appoint-
ment follows full-time
Chairperson Ashok
Kumar Gupta demit-
ting office on Tuesday.
Verma is currently a
member at the regula-
tor. Her appointment
will be effective from
Wednesday for a "peri-
od of three months or
till appointment of
regular Chairperson
or till any further or-
ders, whichever is the
earliest," according to
an official order.
Gupta had taken over
as the CCI chairper-
son in November 2018.

New properties
New Delhi: Realty
major DLF plans to
launch new projects
worth Rs 3,500 crore
during the second half
of this fiscal, mainly
in Gurugram and
Panchkula as it seeks
to tap a rising de-
mand. In an investors
presentation, DLF in-
formed that the com-
pany plans to launch
residential projects
across Gurugram and
Panchkula by March
2023 after getting req-
uisite approvals from
authorities. The com-
pany plans to launch
around 3 million
square feet area
across residential
projects.

Significant country

Kolkata: India is the
most significant coun-
try for Meta in terms
of all the new things
that feature across its
platforms -- Facebook,
Instagram and
WhatsApp, a top com-
pany official said.
Meta has also provid-
ed a great opportunity
for numerous brands
and millions of cre-
ators to express their
creativity and build
audiences in India
through short-form
videos, said Manish
Chopra, Director and
Head of Partnerships
for Facebook India
(Meta). "India is a very
critical market for our
platforms from multi-
ple dimensions.

Bharat Bond 
New Delhi:The gov-
ernment is planning to
launch the fourth
tranche of Bharat
Bond ETF,India's first
corporate bond ex-
change traded fund, in
December,an official
said. The funds raised
would be utilised for
undertaking capital ex-
penditures by public
sector enterprises. "We
are currently in discus-
sion with CPSEs and
assessing their needs.
The issue size for the
fourth tranche of
Bharat Bond ETF could
probably be close to last
year's," the official told
PTI. In December last
year, the government
had launched the third
tranche with a base
issue size of Rs 1,000
crore.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The government is
nudging LIC to tweak its
product strategy to max-
imise profitability in a
bid to help the country's
largest insurer realise its
full growth potential and
yield better returns for
investors, an official said.
Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) has
been trading below the
issue price of Rs 949 a
share ever since it got
listed on stock exchanges
on May 17. It listed at Rs
872 apiece on NSE. On
Tuesday, the scrip settled
at Rs 595.50, down 0.72 per
cent over the previous
close. Foreign broker-
ages, however, remain

bullish on LIC setting a
higher target price over
the next year as they feel
that the insurer has good
medium-term market po-
tential, negligible high
risk assets and robust
core operating Return on
Embedded Value (ROEV).
Citi in a research report
dated October 14 set a tar-
get price of Rs 1,000 for
LIC scrip, saying LIC is
'positioned better than
mature global players'.

The finance ministry
in its performance re-
view has been sensitising
the LIC management
about the steps that could
be taken to better in-
vestor wealth and focus
on non-participating
products or term plans to

improve profitability.
"With the listing of LIC,
the process of moderni-
sation of the over 65-year-
old institution has start-
ed. We are working with
the management so that
they modernise their
product offering and
lower dividend payout to
policyholders," the offi-
cial told PTI.

In non-participating in-
surance products, insur-
ers do not need to share
their profit in form of
dividend with policyhold-
ers, whereas in case of
participating or par prod-
ucts, the insurer shares
dividend with policyhold-
ers. "The younger genera-
tion is more inclined to
term plan. LIC will have

to rework their strategy
and decide what should
be done so that their asset
under management is
utilised to its full poten-
tial," the official added.
LIC's standalone first-
quarter net profit surged
to Rs 682.88 crore from Rs
2.94 crore in the year-ago
period.

LIC reported an embed-
ded value (EV) of Rs
5,41,492 crore as of March
2022, as compared to Rs
95,605 crore in March
2021 and Rs 5,39,686 crore
in September 2021. Its ini-
tial public offering (IPO)
came in a price band of
Rs 902-949 a share. The
issue fetched about Rs
21,000 crore to the excheq-
uer.

Govt nudges LIC to tweak
product strategy for 

better investor return

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

India will not impose
anti-dumping duty on a
Chinese chemical used in
pharma industry as the fi-
nance ministry has not ac-
cepted the recommenda-
tions of DGTR for impos-
ing the levy.

The commerce min-
istry's investigation arm
DGTR had conducted a
probe into the alleged
dumping of "(4R-Cis)-1-1-
D i m e t h y l e t h y l - 6 -
cyanomethyl-2, 2-dimethyl-
1, 3-dioxane-4-acetate" from
China, and in August it
recommended the imposi-
tion of the duty. "The cen-
tral government, after con-
sidering the final findings
of the designated authori-
ty (DGTR), has decided not
to accept the ... recommen-

dations," a memorandum
of Department of Revenue
said. While Directorate
General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR) recom-
mends the duty,
Department of Revenue
takes the final decision to
impose it. This chemical is
also known as ATS-8,
which is a key raw materi-
al for manufacturing
Atorvastatin active phar-
maceutical ingredient. In
international trade parl-
ance, dumping happens
when a country or a firm
exports an item at a price
lower than the price of
that product in its domes-
tic market. Dumping im-
pacts the price of that
product in the importing
country, hitting the mar-
gins and profits of manu-
facturing firms.

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Housing sales are likely
to hit an all-time high this
year at 3.6 lakh units in
seven major cities on a
strong demand across all
price categories despite
hardening of interest rates
on home loans and proper-
ty rates, according to
Anarock. The previous
high was recorded in 2014
when housing sales stood
at 3,42,980 units across pri-
mary markets (fresh sales
only) of seven major cities -
- Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR), Kolkata, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Pune. As per the data of
property consultant
Anarock, the sales of resi-
dential properties have
reached 2,72,710 units dur-

ing January-September pe-
riod of the current calen-
dar year and already
breached the 2019 number --
pre-COVID year -- of
2,61,360 units. As housing
demand continues to be
strong during this festive
month despite a rise in in-
terest rates on home loan
from 6.5 per cent to around
8.5 per cent, the property
consultant has forecast that
sales would touch 3.6 lakh
units in the full 2022 calen-
dar year.

"2022 will create residen-

tial market history in India,
having already breached all
previous highs and contin-
uing to witness strong sales
momentum in the ongoing
festive season," Anarock
group Chairman Anuj Puri
said. "Homeownership sen-
timent retained the vibran-
cy ushered in by the COVID
era - despite interest rates
hikes (by RBI) of 190 basis
points, increased property
rates, and the conspicuous
lack of festive season offers
and discounts this year," he
added.

Housing sales in top 7 cities may
hit record 3.6 lakh units this year
̈ Surpassing previous

high in 2014: Anarock

Govt not to impose anti-dumping
duty on Chinese chemical

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Leading stock exchange
BSE has launched
Electronic Gold Receipt
(EGR) on its platform, a
move that will help in effi-
cient and transparent
price discovery of the yel-
low metal.

It introduced two new
products of 995 and 999 pu-
rity during the Muhurat
trading on Diwali and
trading will be in multi-
ples of 1 gram and deliver-
ies in multiples of 10 gram
and 100 gram, the ex-
change said in a state-
ment. The announcement
came after the exchange
last month received final
approval from the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) for
introducing EGR on its
platform. BSE in February

received in-principle ap-
proval from Sebi after

which the exchange con-
ducted several mock trad-

ing in the test environ-
ment for its members to fa-
cilitate trading in EGRs.
EGRs will cater to all mar-
ket participants, which
means that buyers and
sellers on the exchange
will include individual in-
vestors, as well as com-
mercial participants along
the value chain like im-
porters, banks, refiners,
bullion traders, jewellery
manufacturers, and retail-
ers.

"The launch of EGRs
represents a significant
milestone not only for the
BSE but also for the global
bullion industry. BSE is
committed to continuous-
ly facilitating access to
high-quality investment-
based products and servic-
es for our stakeholders,"
Sameer Patil, CBO at BSE
said on Monday.

BSE launches Electronic Gold Receipts

Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn rings the bell during the special
Muhurat Trading session on the occasion of Diwali, at Bombay
Stock Exchange in Mumbai.

Global Health IPO
to open on Nov 3

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The initial share sale
of Global Health
Limited, which operates
and manages hospitals
under the Medanta
brand, will open for pub-
lic subscription on
November 3. The Initial
Public Offering (IPO)
will conclude on
November 7, according to
the Red Herring
Prospectus (RHP).

The IPO consists of a
fresh issue of equity
shares aggregating to Rs
500 crore and an offer for
sale of up to 5.08 crore eq-
uity shares. As a part of
the OFS, Anant
Investments, an affiliate
of private equity major
Carlyle Group and Sunil
Sachdeva (jointly with
Suman Sachdeva), will
offload equity shares.

Chennai, Oct 27: 

Siddharth Rajsekar,
India’s leading Digital
Coach hosted an exclusive
event for his community of
digital coaches, trainers
and teachers, the Internet
Lifestyle Hub in Chennai
on October 10 and 11. The
Freedom Business
Retreat, held at the Leela
Palace was a first for the
community after meeting
only online for 2 years of
the pandemic.

The purpose of the
event was to enable an
inner transformation in
each of the participants by
raising their own internal
thermostat on all levels -
personally, professionally,
financially and emotional-
ly. The event spread over 2
days focussed on self de-
velopment by identifying
one’s core values, goals

and gameplan. It also
showcased success stories
from within the Internet
Lifestyle Hub community,
with each of the selected
participants sharing their
in-depth journeys and key
lessons. The energy soared
high with the biggest
names in the coaching
space like Surendran J,
Founder - Success Gyan,
Rajiv Talreja - Asia’s best

business coach and Puja
Puneet - a vivacious life
coach especially for
women, inspiring the au-
dience with their motiva-
tional sessions. The
Freedom Business Retreat
- Recharge was held at the
Leela Palace in Chennai
from 9am to 11pm and was
attended by 550 coaches
from the Internet Lifestyle
Hub.

The audience cried,
laughed, shared personal
stories and came away
recharged and raring to
go. 88 achievers were felici-
tated with the Diamond
Club Awards, Facilitators
Awards and Crore-Club
Awards. The audience was
in for a huge surprise as
the event came to a close
with an enlightening expe-
rience with Siddharth’s
own spiritual guru, his ho-
liness Jayapataka Swami.

Internet Lifestyle Hub hosted
1st Freedom Business Retreat

Chennai, Oct 27: 

In a world record-setting
breakthrough, Success
Gyan — India’s leading
platform for personal and
professional development
— has achieved the presti-
gious Guinness World
Records title for “the most
number of people saying
the same sentence up-
loaded to Instagram in one
hour”, wherein 1,693
coaches and trainers from
across India took to
Instagram to pledge to
make India the training
capital of the world, on
Teacher’s Day (September
5) 2022. As a tribute to one’s
teachers and gurus,
Success Gyan had invited
participants to participate
by stating and joining in
its mission of reviving
India as a knowledge hub
and making it the training

capital of the world.
Participants were asked to
post their videos at 10 AM
sharp on September 5,
2022. Surendran J,
Founder and CEO, Success
Gyan said, “India was and
still is the greatest wisdom
hub across the globe. At
Success Gyan, we have

picked up the mantle to
make India the superpow-
er it deserves to be.
Supported by our buzzing
coaches and trainers’ com-
munity, we are thrilled to
have succeeded in our offi-
cial attempt for a Guinness
World Records title on
Teacher’s Day. We dedicate
it to all the selfless teachers
and trainers in India.” “We
were overwhelmed by the
number of participants
who took part and joined
us in creating this record.
We express our sincere
and heartfelt gratitude to
each one of the thousands
of people for being part of
this movement and creat-
ing a ripple effect via each
post for the
#SuccessGyanWorldRecor
dAttempt. It is a big mo-
ment for India and for
Success Gyan,” Surendran
J added.

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

Multinational compa-
nies are always on the
front foot regarding the
well-being oftheir employ-
ees & with this upcoming
festive season, they are
looking for the besthealthy
gifting options. Recently
Petpooja, a multinational
software-based company
gifted bottles of Evocus,
black alkaline water to its
workforce as part ofDiwali
Gifting instead of sweets
or any other traditional
gifts.

This black alkaline
water has been seen in the
hands of many celebrities
& athletesand has reached
the corporate world. The
hustle-bustle lifestyle of
the modernworking force
has witnessed a massive
drop in health & immunity.
Studies say thatlack of

time results in improper
eating routines, unhealthy
munching, & low water-
consumption resulting in
degrading health condi-
tions. Gifting a bottle of
black alkaline water moti-
vates the staff to shift to-
wards what’sgood for your
gut & immunity. Water is a
most basic & important
daily essential forour body
which doesn’t have the idol
required minerals & PH

levels in it. On the other
hand, Evocus black alka-
line water is known for its
multiple useful properties-
like Super Hydration,
Boosting Metabolism &
Immunity, Detoxification
&Reduces Acidity. The
Health Benefits of this
well-known water has al-
ways attracted celebrities
a lotbut this time it also got
the eyeballs of the com-
mon masses.

Indian Multinational Software
Company gifts Black Water

Success Gyan achieves
Guinness World Record title

Mumbai, Oct 27: 

After falling last week,
the market-funding cost for
the states continues to
head north, with the latest
auction seeing the average
cut-off rate or yield jump-
ing by as much as 12 bps to
7.84 per cent, but for the
Centre, it remained flat.

After rising for four
weeks in a row, the average
price that the states pay to
their debt investors fell by
11 bps to 7.72 per cent at the
auctions held on October
18. The weighted average
cut-off rose by 12 bps to 7.84
per cent from 7.72 per cent
in the last auction, with a
rise in weighted average
tenor to 13 years from 12
years, Aditi Nayar, the
chief economist at rating
agency Icra said in a note.

As against this, the
benchmark 10-year G-sec
yield only inched by 1 bps

to 7.44 per cent, while the
weighted average cut-off of
the 10-year state bond
jumped 10 bps to 7.83 per
cent. Accordingly, the
spread between the weight-
ed average cut-off of 10-
year state debt and the 10-
year G-sec yield increased
to 39 bps from 30 bps.
Tuesday's auction was the
first so far this fiscal
wherein the states bor-
rowed more than what was
notified in the quarterly
auction calendar, as 14
states have drawn down Rs
25,200 crore, which is 3 per
cent more than indicated
(Rs 24,500 crore) in the auc-
tion calendar. This auction
was also the second largest
this fiscal. Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Bengal raised Rs 4,500
crore more than the
amount that they had indi-
cated in the Q3 auction cal-
endar.

FinMin extends ITR
filing deadline for

companies till Nov 7

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

The Finance Ministry on
Wednesday extended the
deadline for filing income tax
returns for the assessment
year 2022-23 by businesses till
November 7. The last date for
filing ITR by companies who
are required to get their
accounts audited was October
31. The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), the apex deci-
sion-making body in matters
of income and corporate tax,
in a notification said since it
had last month extended the
deadline for filing audit
reports, hence the ITR filing
due date too is extended.
"CBDT... extends the due date
of furnishing of Return of
Income under sub-section (1)
of section 139 of the Act for
the Assessment Year 2022-23,
which is October 31, 2022... to
November 7, 2022," the CBDT
notification said. 

States borrowing cost
again rises sharply

New Delhi, Oct 27: 

Reliance Retail is ex-
panding its business into
the fast-growing toy sector
through its brand Rowan
to operate in the affordable
segment with a smaller
shop size. The company
was running its toy distri-
bution business through
Rowan. It has now brought
this homegrown brand to
the front end by opening
its first EBO (exclusive
brand outlet) at Gurugram
in NCR in the last quarter
with a store size of 1,400 sq
feet. Under this new for-
mat, Reliance Retail, the
retail arm of Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance
Industries, will have a
range of affordable toys
not only from the brand
Rowan on its shelves but
also from other brands,
said an industry source.

Reliance Retail also has
the iconic British toy retail
brand Hamleys in its fold.
Hamleys is the world's old-
est toy retailer and was ac-
quired by Reliance in 2019,
marking the first acquisi-
tion of a global retail
brand by the company.
Hamleys would continue
to operate in the premium
space, while brand Rowan
would help Reliance Retail
to tap the mid-premium
and mass segment with its
affordable offerings, the
source said. The unit value
of toys will be much lower
at Rowan stores, and the
discounts offered will be
higher. Hence, products
will be more affordable, he
added. Moreover, unlike
Hamleys, the store size of
Rowan stores will be much
smaller, ideally measuring
between 500-1,000 sq ft, he
noted.

Reliance Retail to expand biz
in affordable toy segment

through Rowan brand

ACROSS

1. "Wish You ____ Here"

5. Tiny particles

10. Practice boxing

14. Absent

15. "Men in Black", e.g.

16. Toledo's lake

17. Worsen

19. Traveled on horseback

20. Before, to Keats

21. Deer's horn

22. December 24 and 31

23. Flank

24. Disparaging

25. Painters' stands

28. Felt

31. Regions

32. Trio number

33. RI time zone

36. Poses

37. Midwest airport

38. Picnic crashers

39. Enjoy a buffet

40. October birthstones

41. Open a bottle

42. Soup legume

44. Registers

45. Strainer

47. Judge

48. Highest point

49. African expedition

52. Atlas entry

55. Legal claim

56. Eliminate completely

58. Posted

59. Fido's rope

60. Fragrance

61. Martial ____

62. Margins

63. Bawled

DOWN

1. Walk in water

2. Water jug

3. Current fad

4. Needle feature

5. Changes for the better

6. Rich dessert

7. The ____ Office

8. Tiny insect

9. Prophet

10. Tranquil

11. Capital of Rhode Island

12. Assisted

13. Della ____ of "Touched by an

Angel"

18. Hammers' targets

23. Oceans

24. Compass reading (abbr.)

25. Lighten

26. Pavarotti solo
27. Colony
28. Will
29. Blunders
30. Once named
32. Bangkok native
34. Heavenly light
35. Recipe measures (abbr.)
37. Choose
38. Penny ____
40. First in a series
41. Loosen laces
43. Incidents
44. Our planet's
45. Chip dip
46. Colder
47. Rear
49. Flounder's kin
50. Sleeping
51. Old Glory
52. Fashioned
53. Upon
54. Jaunty
57. Paddle a boat
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wing health and an enthusiastic attitude
make almost anything a pleasure today,
Aquarius. Relations with friends and
family are warm, congenial, and cooper-
ative. Your day should go as smoothly as
you could expect. There is something
you want to do in the afternoon that
you're looking forward to. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Information that comes your way today
could launch you into a search for truth,
Pisces. Perhaps this is a new business-relat-
ed idea that you want to explore. It could be
a new philosophical interest, and you will
want to learn as much as you can about it.
Whichever it is, your mind is sharp, so you're
likely to finish the day a lot more knowl-
edgeable than you were when it began.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Although you're usually very responsible
and you try to keep the proper balance
between your home and professional
lives, today your mind and heart are more
focused on your home, Aries. A warm
sense of unity with family and close
friends could make for a very pleasant day
and an even more pleasant evening. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Having a sense of community unites the
people around you in aiming for a com-
mon goal, and this could be a new interest
for you, Taurus. Warm and loving emails
and calls could come from family, close
friends, or your life partner. An impromp-
tu short trip to a favorite place could
result in a pleasant surprise. This promis-
es to be a busy day and a great one.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have been expecting some
money over the past several days, and
today it could finally arrive. Delays in
reaching your goals are finished for the
moment. If you have a project you've
been trying to complete, Gemini, this is
the day to do it, especially if it involves
paperwork. This isn't the day to com-
pete with anyone, however. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're feeling especially sharp, Cancer.
Your thoughts are more focused than
usual and your mind especially penetrat-
ing. A promised get-together with friends
or loved ones may have to be delayed, but
it will take place. Information about pos-
sible business opportunities could come
through periodicals, and if you like them,
check them out. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Practical thoughts may be the result of
unconscious impulses brought to the sur-
face by events at home. Old traumas and
phobias could be released, although you
should take care to not dwell on them too
much or you'll reinforce them instead of
getting rid of them. Your imagination is fly-
ing high. You might focus it on decorating
your house. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Gatherings in your neighborhood could
bring new and interesting information
your way, Virgo. A message from an
acquaintance could send you down a new
path toward a new goal. Relations with
everyone around you - from your romantic
partner to the most casual of acquain-
tances - should be warm and congenial.
Conversations should be stimulating.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Success in a project you've been working
on could mean you want to go out and cel-
ebrate. You might feel guilty about doing
it, but go ahead, Libra. Order a glass of
wine and dessert! Tonight is the night to
forget work and go for sheer, unadulterat-
ed pleasure. You have the break coming.
Your efforts are finally being recognized,
and you're on your way. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A subject that you've been studying for
a long time might suddenly start mak-
ing sense to you, Scorpio. Or you could
finally reach a point where you can
make it work for you in a practical way.
Your thinking now is especially clear,
focused, down to Earth, and efficient,
so whatever you try or start today is
likely to lead to success. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Past impressions that you may not even
know you have could enhance your abili-
ty to deal with practical matters today,
Sagittarius. You might need to handle
some paperwork regarding a settlement
of some kind. The thoughts and feelings
of those closest to you are more apparent
than usual. You may tailor your behavior
toward them accordingly. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Computer glitches or bank errors might
send erroneous information to you about
your finances. Perhaps the bank says you
have less money than you do, or a bill is
higher than you thought it should be. If
you can, make sure it gets settled today.
You won't want to spend your day under
this cloud. You will probably want to
indulge in total frivolity. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
iblings are our first
friends, constant
confidants, and

supreme saviours. The
love shared by brothers
and sisters are one of the
most special bonds and
Bhai Dooj marks the cele-
bration of this beautiful
relationship. &TV actors
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Kamna
Pathak (Rajesh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) share their excite-
ment to make this Bhai
Dooj extra special. Neha
Joshi, who essays
Yashoda in &TV show
Doosri Maa, says, "Bhai
Dooj is known as Bhau
Beej in Maharashtra, and
I celebrate this festival
with full enthusiasm
every year. Although I
pray for my elder broth-
er's long life every day, I
make it a point to express
my love to him on this
special day. As per tradi-
tion, I draw a square on
the floor and make my
brother sit there, apply
tilak on his forehead, per-
form aarti for him, and
then we both gorge on
our favourite besan ke
ladoo. After the puja cere-

mony, the best time is
when we exchange gifts. I
am not a demanding sis-
ter, but he has always
loaded me with my
favourite things.
However, for me, the best
gifts I have received from
him are my bhabi and my
cute little niece. He is
older than me, but we
share a friendly bond.
Whenever we meet, we
laugh about one thing for
sure: how he cried when I
was born because he
wanted a brother to play
with, and now I have be-
come more like a brother
to him. He has always
been very supportive, and
I will be eternally grate-
ful to him for always en-
couraging me in my act-
ing career. This Bhau
Beej, if I want anything
from him, it would be his
simplicity, smartness,
and intelligence.
However, I will keep my
gift for him a secret and
surprise him. Bhau
Beejchya hardik
shubecha”. Watch Doosri
Maa at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

Celebs share 
excitement for ‘Bhai
Dooj’ celebrations

H
imani Shivpuri, cur-
rently playing Katori
Amma in &TV's

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, is
undoubtedly one of the
most recognized and
renowned actors in the
Indian entertainment in-
dustry. The veteran actor,
who is ageing gracefully
and looks young for his age,
believes that birthdays
should be about more than
just giving yourself joy, but
also sharing that joy with
others. The actress, who
will be celebrating her
birthday on the day of
Diwali, tends to get a
smile on others' faces this
year. Sharing her birthday
plans with us, Himani
Shivpuri aka Katori Amma
says, "Every year my special
day begins with a surprise
celebration at midnight,
complete with cake and dec-
orations by my son. It is his
genuine affection with
which he assembles all my
favourite things that makes
the celebrations always very
special and filled with
greater joy each year. This
year my birthday will be
more festive and special

for me because I will make
homemade sweets and dis-
tribute them to children, the
elderly, or families who are
homeless and in need of
food. Seeing their happy
faces brings me great joy.”

She further adds, "Every
year I have a working birth-
day, but this year it is a dou-
ble celebration as it is

falling around Diwali.

Himani Shivpuri’s festive Birthday bash 

S
inger, TV, and film ac-
tress Tia Bajpai is all
set for her next proj-

ect 'The Secret Dimension'
which is based on the life
of an ambitious girl, who
goes to any extent to
achieve her dreams but in
the process, she realises
that there are many as-
pects of life that need to be
explored.

Tia connects well with
her character, as she men-
tions:" It's the journey of a
girl who dares to dream
big despite limited re-
sources. You will see bits
and pieces of myself in
the film as well."

Tia, who made her film
debut with Vikram Bhatt's
'Haunted - 3D' has been
part of several movies in-
cluding '1920: Evil
Returns', 'Hate Story 4' and
was also seen on TV shows
like 'Ghar Ki Lakshmi
Betiyann' in which she
played the lead role and
many others.

The actress hails from
Lucknow and in the movie
as well she is playing the
character, who belongs to
the same city.

Produced by Maximum
Risk Entertainment, the
film is shot in 12 countries.

"It's about every person
who dreams about the im-
possible, goes through hell
to achieve it, but then re-
alises that there's way
more to life than just one
thing, only those who dare
can find the key to the se-
cret dimension," she adds.

Tia is going to sing all
her songs in the film.
While sharing more about
it, she said: "I am singing

all my songs in the film,
it's a musical film. It has 11
songs in it written and per-
formed by me. The music
is done by Arian Romal
who is based in Europe.
It's difficult to put the
music in a genre because
it's a mix of English and
Hindi songs. But I can as-
sure you one thing, it's a
complete album and each
and every song will be
loved by people."

What makes the movie
close and special to her,
Tia replies: "Every film
I've done has been special
to me. 'The Secret
Dimension' holds a special
place in my heart because
it's a visual album film,
and I am playing myself,
that's where it's different
from the other films I've
done. Also, every emotion
is described through
songs."

On sharing the shooting
experience in European
countries with the
Denmark-based film direc-
tor Omid Romal, the
'Ssshhhh... Phir Koi Hai'
actress praises him for the
way he showed his respect
towards India and she
elaborates: "It was fun,
they were extremely re-
spectful about our country
and culture. They re-
searched everything about
India and me before start-
ing the film." "I really ap-
preciate the fact that they
made it a point to respect
the religious values of our
people. I loved how organ-
ised they were, since there
was a lot of costume
change and travelling re-
quired for this film."

Tia Bajpai: ‘The Secret
Dimension holds a

special place as I am
playing myself’

B
ollywood actress
Kareena Kapoor
Khan, who was

last seen in 'Laal Singh
Chaddha', had an event-
ful Diwali this year with
her family and her social
media pictures cement
the same.

Kareena took to her
Instagram to share fes-
tive pictures of her fami-
ly. Her two sons - Taimur
and Jeh can be seen in
the pictures along with
her husband Saif Ali
Khan. In one of the pic-
tures, while everyone
looks decked up in Indian
ethnicwear, the couple's
second son Jeh can be
seen throwing tantrums
as he lies on the floor.

Captioning the pic-

tures, Kareena wrote,
"This is Us From mine to
yours... Happy Diwali
friends.. Stay Blessed."

The actress was seen
dressed in a gorgeous red
outfit while the boys of
her life were dressed in
matching black kurta
and white pyjama outfits.

The last picture featur-
ing Jeh's tantrum drew
the most attention from
the fans and the film fra-
ternity. Saif's sister Saba
Ali Khan took to the com-
ments section and wrote,
"Wishing u love light n
luck ...getting #jehjaan to
pose!! Happy Diwali."
Kareena's cousin Zahan
Kapoor added, "The last
image is just tooooo
good."

Kareena shares Diwali
pics, Jeh’s tantrums

takes the cake

D
irector Sudheer
Varma's upcoming
action thriller

'Ravanasura', featuring
actor Ravi Teja in the
lead, will hit screens
worldwide on April 7 next
year. Made on a grand
scale by Abhishek Nama's
Abhishek Pictures and
RT Teamworks, the film

will feature five actresses
-- Anu Emmanuel, Megha
Akash, Faria Abdullah,
Daksha Nagarkar and
Poojitha Ponnada. Actor
Sushanth too plays a piv-
otal role in the film, the
makers of which released
a new poster of the film.
Varma is presenting Teja
in a never seen before role

in the film. Teja plays the
role of a lawyer in the
movie, believed to to be
high on action.
H a r s h a v a r d h a n
Rameswar and Bheems
together provide music
for the film, while Vijay
Kartik Kannan handles
the cinematography and
Srikanth is the editor.

Ravi Teja’s ‘Ravanasura’ 
to hit screens on April 7

B
ollywood actor Vicky
Kaushal celebrated
his first Diwali with

wife Katrina Kaif and his
family. The actor took to
his Instagram to share a
picture of himself in the
company of Katrina.

In the picture, the two
can be seen with their back
facing the camera as they
pull off ethnic wear with
panache. But what made
everyone go 'awww' was
Vicky's cute caption for
Katrina. Captioning the
picture, the Uri' actor
wrote, "Ghar ki Lakshmi
ke saath Lakshmi pooja ho
gayi. Aap sabhi ko hu-
maari taraf se shubh
Diwali (Done with the cus-
tomary Lakshmi Pooja
with the Lakshmi of our
house. Wishing everyone a
very happy Diwali)."

After he uploaded the
picture, Vicky received a
plethora of comments
from the fans and his in-
dustry friends. While both
Nimrat Kaur and casting

director Mukesh Chhabra
put up heart emojis under
the picture, fans flooded
the post with their com-
ments, with many of them
calling Vicky "a perfect
husband material" much
like the English title of his
2018 release
'Manmarziyaan' which also
starred Taapsee Pannu and
Abhishek Bachchan.

Vicky calls Katrina ‘ghar
ki Lakshmi’, netizens call

him perfect husband
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Melbourne, Oct 26 (PTI):

Ireland continued their
giant-killing act in the
T20 World Cup and pulled
off yet another upset win,
defeating England by five
runs via the Duckworth-
Lewis method to throw
open group 1 of the T20
World Cup here on
Wednesday.

Having stormed into
Super 12 by eliminating
two-time champions West
Indies, Ireland rode on a
sparkling 47-ball 62 by
skipper Andy Balbirnie
and looked for a 180-plus
total before England
dragged them back to
bowl them out for 157 in
19.2 overs.

Leg-spinner Liam
Livingstone triggered the
collapse before pacer
Mark Wood seized the ini-
tiative as the duo re-
turned with three wick-
ets each to deny Ireland
15-20 runs extra.

Chasing the tricky tar-
get, the 2010 champions
were 105/5 in 14.3 overs,
five runs short of the
DLS target of 110 as the
play could not be started
within the cutoff time
due to rain and Ireland
completed their second
win over England in a
World Cup.

Eleven years ago at the
ODI World Cup in India,
Kevin O'Brien had in-
spired a stunning win
over England at the
Chinnaswamy. Overall,

this was Ireland's third
win over England with
two coming in the ODI

format.
The Ireland win has

now opened the doors for

Australia as five of the
six teams in the group
now have two points
each. Left-arm pacer Josh
Little swung the new ball
both ways and dismissed
the two English openers
Jos Buttler (0) and Alex
Hales (7) in space of nine
balls.

Fionn Hand then
knocked over the danger-
ous Ben Stokes with a
back of length delivery
that sharply cut back in
the last over of Power
Play.

England lost half of
their side when Barry
McCarthy induced a top
edge of Dawid Malan in-
side 14 overs as they still
needed 72 runs form 41
balls. Ireland were let
down by their fielding
but overall they towered
over their English rivals

both in batting and bowl-
ing. This was also
Ireland's maiden win in
the second stage of the
T20 World Cup.

Earlier, Ireland skipper
Balbirnie smashed a 47-
ball 62, his first T20 World
Cup half-century and
eighth overall, in an en-
tertaining 82-run second
wicket partnership with
Lorcan Tucker (34 from
27 balls) to give them a
flying start after England
opted to bowl in overcast
conditions.

But Livingstone (3-0-17-
3) dismissed Balbirnie
and followed it up with
George Dockrell's wicket
in the next ball to trigger
the collapse before Mark
Wood (4-0-34-3) and Sam
Curran (3-0-31-2) ran
through Ireland's middle
and lower order.

Ireland shock England 
by 5 runs via DLS method

Ireland's Fionn Hand (C) celebrates his wicket of England's Ben
Stokes with teammates during the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between England and Ireland at Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) on October 26.

MMeellbboouurrnnee:: The T20 World Cup match between New Zealand
and Afghanistan was abandoned without a ball being bowled
due to persistent rain here on Wednesday. The Group 1 Super
12 match was scheduled to start at 1.30PM IST but rain forced
the players to reman indoors. Both teams shared a point each
as rain refused to relent, forcing the umpires to call off the
match. The covers were removed ahead of the scheduled
inspection, but the rain again came down heavily at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Earlier, in the rain-hit opening
game of the day at the MCG, Ireland stunned England by five
runs via the Duckworth-Lewis method following multiple inter-
ruptions. For both New Zealand and Afghanistan, Wednesday's
game was their second outing in the Super 12 stage. While New
Zealand beat defending champions Australia by 89 runs in their
opening match, Afghanistan lost by five wickets to England.

NZ-Afghanistan match 
abandoned owing to rain

Johor Bahru , Oct 26 (PTI):

The Indian junior men's
hockey team scored a last-
minute goal to play out a
thrilling 5-5 draw against
Australia and occupy the
second spot in round-robin
league standings of the
Sultan of Johor Cup, here
on Wednesday.

Amandeep (60th minute)
saved India with a final
minute strike after Boby
Singh Dhami (2nd), Sharda
Nand Tiwari (8th, 35th)
and Arijit Singh Hundal
(18th) found the Australian
net. Liam Hart (3rd), Jack
Holland (8th), Joshua
Brooks (20th, 41st) and
Jake Lambeth (49th) were
the goal scorers for
Australia. Australia are
leading the standings with
10 points from four games,
while India are placed sec-
ond with two wins, one
draw and one loss. India
had beaten hosts Malaysia
5-2 in their opener, lost 4-5

to South Africa and then
thrashed Japan 5-1.
Against Australia, the
Indians made a superb
start with captain Uttam
Singh getting to the base-
line and laying the ball off
for his deputy Dhami to
score from their very first
move. But less than a
minute later, Australia
equalised through Hart.

Soon after, Australia
surged ahead as Holland
found the back of the
Indian net to register his
first goal of the day. But
Australia's lead didn't last
long as Tiwari's crisp shot
from a penalty corner lev-
elled the scores.

The second quarter
kicked off at a high tempo
as well, with Dhami look-
ing to run down the
Australian defence in the
early exchanges. The pres-
sure paid off as Hundal
was able to deflect a pass
past the Australian goal-
keeper to hand India the

lead again.
A couple of minutes

later, India goalkeeper
Mohith Shashikumar con-
ceded a penalty and
Brooks made no mistake to
make it 3-3 at half time.

After the changeover,
India continued their goal
hunt and it took them five
minutes to succeed as
Tiwari converted another
penalty corner with con-
viction.

The lead, though, was
wiped off in six minutes as
Brooks' penalty corner
made it 4-4.

Four minutes into the
fourth and final quarter,
Australia got their nose
ahead with Lambeth's
penalty corner conversion.
India came out all guns
blazing in search of the
equaliser and Amandeep
rescued his side by finding
the net seconds before the
final hooter. India will play
Great Britain in their fifth
game on Friday.

India play out thrilling 5-5 draw against
Australia in Sultan of Johor Cup

Dubai, Oct 26 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli stormed his way back
into the top 10 T20I batting
chart, climbing up five spots
to ninth position in the latest
rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Kohli has been rewarded
for his heroics against
Pakistan in India's T20 World
Cup opener against arch-ri-
vals Pakistan at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground
last Sunday. Kohli smashed
an unbeaten 82 to guide India
to a memorable last-ball vic-
tory, the knock catapulting
the former India captain into
the top 10 of T20I batters list.

The 33-year-old hit six
fours and four sixes during
his glorious innings. India
seamer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar jumped two spots to
the 10th spot in the bowlers'
rankings, while Hardik
Pandya rose three places to
third in the all-rounders
chart following his impres-
sive start to the T20 World
Cup. Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan
(849 rating points) continues
to occupy the top spot, with

New Zealand opener Devon
Conway (831) rising three
places to replace
Suryakumar Yadav from the
second position. Conway hit
a 58-ball unbeaten 92 to help
New Zealand thrash defend-
ing champions Australia by
89 runs in their opener.

With 828 rating points in
his kitty, Suryakumar
dropped to the third spot but
was ahead of Pakistan skip-
per Babar Azam (799) and
South Africa's Aiden
Markram (762).

Melbourne, Oct 26 (PTI):

England skipper Jos
Buttler conceded that his
side erred in the loss
against Ireland, leaving
the former champions
under pressure to make
the semifinals of the T20
World Cup.

England lost by five
runs to Ireland via
Duckworth Lewis method
in a rain-affected match
here on Thursday. They
had defeated Afghanistan
in their tournament open-
er. With Ireland, Sri
Lanka, England and
Australia winning and los-
ing a match each the top
two spots are up for grabs
in a tough group 1.

"I thought we were poor
in the first 10 overs and let
them get away. We were
not consistent enough, let
them score on both sides of
the wicket. The second ten
overs were much better.

"Ireland were excellent,
they outplayed us. We
know we have made a mis-
take here and have put
more pressure on us, but

certainly if you needed a
game to get going then
England-Australia is one
of those," Buttler said at
the post-match presenta-
tion. Ireland skipper Andy
Balbirnie was delighted by
the win against one of the
tournament favourites.

Sydney, Oct 26 (PTI):

On a high after a breath-
taking performance
against Pakistan, the
Indian team is unlikely to
face much challenge from
minnows Netherlands in
their T20 World Cup
match, here on Thursday.

The formidable Indian
batting line up is expected
to bully the 'Orange' attack
which is decent but not ex-
actly menacing.

For India, the primary
aim will be to guard
against complacency as
there would always be a
chance of going off the
boil after winning an emo-
tionally exhausting high-
intensity game.

The contest will be a
chance for three of the top
four batters -- skipper
Rohit Sharma, inconsis-
tent KL Rahul and danger-
ous Suryakumar Yadav --
to get some runs under
their belt before the next
big game against South
Africa, the result of which
will determine the group

standings. The
Netherlands' attack com-
prises Fred Klaassen, Bad
de Leede, Tim Pringle and
former Proteas left-arm
spinner Roelof van der
Merwe, who is the only
player in the rival line up
to have played in IPL in

the past. The Netherlands
bowling attack appeared
decent in the League stage
as well as in the Super 12
game against Bangladesh
at Hobart, which is colder,
windier and offers pitches
that assist bowlers.
However it will be a differ-

ent ball game on Thursday
as they will have to con-
tend with a high-quality
batting line-up on an SCG
track which will aid
stroke-making. New
Zealand had scored 200
against Australia at the
SCG in their first game
and the Indian batters
would also want to have a
first go. A favourable re-
sult in the spin of coin will
give captain Rohit Sharma
and coach Rahul Dravid a
chance to bat first, put a
total and defend it al-
though it will be a differ-
ent challenge against bet-
ter sides. But batting first
will provide adequate time
for someone like KL Rahul
to get back his rhythm and
be ready for the Proteas
test. Bowling coach Paras
Mhambrey confirmed on
Wednesday that the Indian
team will play the same
eleven against the
Netherlands that took the
field against Pakistan on
Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI):

Tired of waiting for the
elusive India call-up, a
frustrated Suryakumar
Yadav switched from hard
work to smart work,
tweaking certain aspects
of his game to get his
much-anticipated break-
through.

The 32-year-old decided
to change his training,
began dieting and batting
more towards the off-side
to be more effective.

"After 2017-18 me and
my wife, Devisha, sat
down and decided, let's do
some smart work from
here on. You have worked
hard, you have come this
far, let's do something else
and we will see what hap-
pens," Suryakumar told
ESPNCricinfo's Cricket
Monthly.

"I started training in a
different way. After 2018 I
realised what I needed to
work on in my game. I
started batting more to-

wards the off side. "I start-
ed dieting. Did a few
things which really helped
me in the 2018 domestic
season and 2019. And
going forward, in 2020 my
body was completely dif-
ferent." Suryakumar made
his debut in international
cricket in a T20 match
against England in March

2021, 11 years after starting
his first-class career.

Suryakumar felt that he
had been practising mind-
lessly before and getting
frustrated, but after shift-
ing to"quality" training he
became more consistent.

"It took time. It took
around a year and a half
for me to realise what my
body is used to - what will
help me, how can I move
forward. "Eventually we
both realised, yes, we are
moving in the right direc-
tion. Then everything was
on autopilot. I knew what I
had to do, how I had to
train, how much practice I
had to do," he said.

"Before that I was just
practising, practising, get-
ting a little frustrated
sometimes. And I felt there
was no quality in that -
there was a lot of quantity.
But after 2018 there was a
lot of quality in my train-
ing, diet, net sessions and
everything, which helped
me really well.

Kohli storms into top 10;
Bhuvneshwar, Pandya too rise

Chance for India’s top-order to get some
runs ahead of tough Proteas test

Match Starts: 12:30 pm IST.

captain Rohit Sharma (R) and teammmate Dinesh Karthik walk
during a practice session.

We made a mistake, now we
are under pressure: Buttler

Paris, Oct 26 (AP):

His first goal was a non-
chalant, outside-of-the-
foot finish. His second
was pretty much his
trademark fast feet out-
side the area and then a
precise curler into the cor-
ner.

Lionel Messi kept up
his stellar pre- World Cup
form to help rampant
Paris Saint-Germain be-
come one of four teams to
advance to the last 16 of
the Champions League on
Tuesday, along with
Chelsea, Benfica and
Borussia Dortmund.

That's more than half of
the round of 16 lineup
confirmed now five clubs
had already gone through
and PSG will be one of the
teams its rivals are look-
ing to avoid, especially

with Messi in this mood.
Kylian Mbappe, too. At op-
posite ends of their ca-
reers, the two superstar
forwards are tasked with

guiding the French cham-
pions to a first Champions
League title and they both
scored twice in a 7-2
thrashing of Maccabi

Haifa. Neymar, the other
member of the team's
high-profile attacking tri-
dent, also scored in a vic-
tory that guaranteed PSG

a top-two finish alongside
Benfica in Group H. Both
teams are on 11 points
heading into the final
round. Benfica was a 4-3
winner over Juventus,
which has failed to reach
the knockout stage for the
first time since the 2013-14
season. With perhaps the
best goal of the 33 scored
in the next-to-last round of
group games, Kai Havertz
whipped a long-range shot
in off the crossbar to earn
Chelsea a 2-1 win at
Salzburg and a first-place
finish in Group E.

It's the 18th time in 19
group-stage campaigns
that Chelsea, a two-time
Champions League win-
ner, has advanced. PSG
has done so for 11 straight
seasons now but has yet to
win European soccer's
biggest prize.

Messi stars, PSG among 4 teams
advancing in Champions League

Paris 
Saint-Germain's
Argentine forward
Lionel Messi (L)
fights for the ball
with Maccabi
Haifa's Nigerien
midfielder Ali
Mohamed during
the UEFA
Champions League
Group H second
leg football match
between Paris
Saint-Germain
(PSG) and Maccabi
Haifa FC at the
Parc des Princes
stadium in Paris on
October 25.

Switched from hard work to smart
work to get India call-up: Suryakumar

Patna, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Political strategist-
turned-activist Prashant
Kishor on Thursday hint-
ed that he was receiving
financial assistance for
his 'Jan Suraaj campaign'
in Bihar from his former
clients, many of whom
were now chief ministers
of their respective states.

He made the candid dis-
closure at a press confer-
ence in Valmiki Nagar, a
picturesque but remote
forest reserve situated
along the Indo-Nepal bor-
der, about 300 kms from
the Bihar capital.

Kishor has been on a
'padayatra' since October
2 and intends to cover
3,500 km on foot, touch-
ing every nook and cor-
ner of his home state be-
fore his campaign
evolves into a full fledged

political party.
He was asked about the

source of funding for his
drive which is a matter of
much speculation. JD(U)
national president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh alias
Lalan, whose party had
hired Kishor's services
long back, recently ex-
pressed apprehensions
that the IPAC founder
might be getting funds

from the BJP, which lost
power in Bihar two
months ago following
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's abrupt exit from
the NDA.

"In the last one decade,
I offered my services for
at least 10 polls and was
successful in all but one,"
recalled Kishor, who
counts the UP assembly
polls of 2017, in which his
advices were allegedly ig-
nored, as his only failure.

"At least six people I
helped win are chief
ministers now. I did not
take money from them,
though the media may
not believe me. But now I
am seeking their help for
the experiment we are
carrying out in Bihar,"
said Kishor, who first
shot to fame in 2014 when
he managed the Lok
Sabha election campaign

of Narendra Modi. The
IPAC founder announced
his retirement from pro-
fessional political consul-
tancy last year after he
helped Mamata Banerjee
pull off a sensational vic-
tory in West Bengal.

His other former
clients include Arvind
Kejriwal, M K Stalin and
Jagan Mohan Reddy,
chief ministers of Delhi,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh respectively, be-
sides Amarinder Singh,
whom he had helped win
Punjab for the Congress.

He asserted, "I have not
taken a single rupee from
anyone in Bihar" and un-
derscored that his cam-
paign was bereft of ex-
penses like helicopter
rides, erecting huge dais-
es, putting out advertise-
ments and ferrying
crowds.

Kharge faces uphill task as Cong 
struggles to win back pole position

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

An arduous journey
awaits Mallikarjun Kharge
who took over the mantle of
the Congress from the
longest-serving party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on
Wednesday as the party
strives to regain its hold
among the masses and re-
vive its electoral fortunes.

Kharge's tenure at the
helm begins at a time when
the party is electorally at
its worst, having lost nearly
ten elections since 2020
after a severe drubbing in
two consecutive Lok Sabha
polls, and is facing tough
competition from regional
outfits even in the

Opposition space. Facing
multiple challenges, the
veteran leader has to make
the Congress battle-ready
by resuscitating the large-
ly-comatose party organi-
sation.

The 80-year-old veteran's
elevation in the 137-year-old
party is also intended to
shed its image that it is a
family-run outfit, at a time
when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
launched an all-out attack
on the so called ''dynastic
parties'', alleging that "fam-
ily-owned" parties are the
biggest threat to democra-
cy.

Kharge also faces the
challenge of restoring the

Congress party's primacy
in the Opposition space, im-
plementing radical reforms
the party pledged at the
mid-May Chintan Shivir in
Udaipur and maintaining
his independence in the
face of insinuations that he
is an "establishment" can-
didate and would seek the
approval of Gandhis in all
decisions.

He is the first non-
Gandhi to take over the
party after 24 years and the
second Dalit leader to hold
the post in 50 years after
Jagjivan Ram led the
Congress in 1969. For
Kharge, who has served as
the leader of the opposition
in the Karnataka assembly,

leader of the Congress in
Lok Sabha and later the
leader of the opposition in
Rajya Sabha, the current
assignment comes when
the party is in power on its
own only in two states -
Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan - and is strug-
gling to reclaim its turf in
others.

The immediate task for
Kharge would be to deliver
the Congress a fighting
chance in Himachal
Pradesh which goes to elec-
tions in days from now on
November 12. Soon after,
the new Congress chief
would need to put the
party's house in order in
election-bound Gujarat

where an aggressive in-
cumbent BJP will go all out
to hold power and new en-
trant AAP appears set to
present a serious challenge,
eroding the advantage the
Congress could have tradi-
tionally enjoyed in a direct
fight with the saffron party.

Next year, the Congress
would need to be ready for
nine elections that are due
including in Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan and in Kharge's
home state of Karnataka
where he was an MLA for
nine terms - over 37 years -
and held almost all posi-
tions in the party and gov-
ernment, though he was
never the chief minister of
the state.
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Prashant Kishor

Devotees take out a religious procession towards the Govardhan Hill to celebrate the
festival of 'Goverdhan Puja', at Goverdhan town near Mathura, Wednesday. 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

PK hints that he is being aided by former clients

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan has writ-
ten to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan seeking
"constitutionally appropri-
ate" action against Finance
Minister K N Balagopal for
making a speech "under-
mining unity," a demand
turned down by the CM.

"A minister who deliber-
ately violates the oath and
undermines the unity and
integrity of India cannot
continue to enjoy my pleas-
ure. In these circum-
stances, I am left with no
option but to convey that
Balagopal has ceased to
enjoy my pleasure", the
Governor said.

He expressed hope the
CM will "consider the mat-
ter with seriousness it de-
serves and take action
which is constitutionally
appropriate". The chief
minister has shot back a
letter to the Governor re-
jecting his demand, an offi-
cial source told PTI. Vijayan
reiterated his trust on
Balagopal, saying it re-
mains "undiminished."

In his letter, the
Governor did not explicitly
seek for the removal/with-
drawal of Balagopal from
the LDF cabinet but it
seemed to be the essence
of his communication to
Vijayan. A highly placed
source said that in his re-
sponse, Vijayan said that
from a constitutional per-
spective and factoring in
the democratic conven-
tions and traditions of the
country, the statement

cannot warrant a ground
for cessation of enjoyment
of the Governor's pleasure.

The Governor will appre-
ciate that no further action
needs to be taken in the
matter, Vijayan said, ac-
cording to the source. In his
letter to the CM, the
Governor alleged Balagopal
delivered a speech at a
University campus here on
October 18, seeking to

stoke the fire of regional-
ism and provincialism and
undermining the unity of
India and he was left with
no option but to convey
that the Finance Minister
has "ceased to enjoy my
pleasure". Stating the re-
ported statements of
Balagopal are nothing short
of violation of oath he had
administered to him, Khan
directed Vijayan to take ac-
tion which was constitu-
tionally appropriate.

This the first such move
by the governor after Raj
Bhavan PRO tweeted on
October 17 that the chief
minister and Council of
Ministers have right to ad-
vise governor but state-
ments of individual minis-
ters that lower the dignity
of the office of the
Governor, can invite action
including "withdrawal of
pleasure."

Arif Mohammed Khan

Fin Min Balagopal violated oath: Kerala Guv 
̈ CM rejects

demand for action


