
Overturn
GGuunnaa:: At least 30 passen-
gers were injured, four of
them seriously, when a pri-
vate bus carrying labour-
ers to Uttar Pradesh for
Diwali overturned on
Sunday in Madhya
Pradesh's Guna district, an
official said. The bus was
coming from Surat, the
official said, adding that
the accident occurred on
the Guna bypass road, 6
km from the Guna district
headquarters.

Acquit
TThhaannee:: A court in
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict has acquitted a 37-
year-old man, his mother
and sister in a case of
causing death of his wife
and subjecting her to cru-
elty for dowry. Additional
Sessions Judge PM Gupta,
in the order passed on
October 20, gave the ben-
efit of doubt to the
accused while observing
that the prosecution
failed to prove the
charges against them.

Seize
JJaammmmuu:: Police detained a
truck driver on Sunday
after heroin weighing
more than 21 kg was
seized from his vehicle on
the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur. "During the
checking of vehicles at
Zero Point on the highway
at Chenani, a truck com-
ing from Kashmir and
driven by Kulwinder Singh
of Punjab's Nawanshahr
was intercepted,"
Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
Mukesh Singh said.

Heavy rain 
KKoollkkaattaa:: Heavy rain and
wind gusts up to 100
kmph are likely to hit the
coastal areas of West
Bengal as a deep depres-
sion over Bay of Bengal
intensifies into a possible
cyclone by Sunday
evening, dampening Kali
Puja and Diwali festivities
in large parts of the state.
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BRIEF

Bollywood singer Adnan Sami
Khan poses for photos with his

wife and daughter during a
Diwali party, in New Delhi. 
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GREETINGSGREETINGS

Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

Happy Diwali

NoticeNotice

The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on Monday

24/10/2022 and Tuesday

25/10/2022 owing to

Diwali festival. 

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Ayodhya (UP), Aug 23 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here on Sunday said
the values inculcated by
Lord Ram through his
words, thoughts and rule
are the inspiration for
"sabka saath, sabka vikas".

These are also a basis for
"sabka vishwas, sabka
prayas", said the prime min-
ister who arrived here to at-
tend the Deepotsav celebra-
tions.

Addressing a gathering at
the Ram Katha park where
a symbolic coronation of
Lord Ram and Sita was per-
formed, Modi said he got the
opportunity of having the
deity's "darshan" due to his
blessings.

"I am happy that people of
Ayodhya, entire UP and
world are witnessing this
event. As we are celebrating
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava',

the determination like Lord
Ram will take the country to
new heights," he said.

The PM said Lord Ram's
ideals are a beacon of light
for people aspiring for a de-

veloped India in next 25
years and give the "courage
to achieve the most difficult
goals". Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
offered prayers to Ram Lalla

at Ram Janmbhoomi here.
This is his first visit to

Ayodhya after a "bhoomi
pujan" for the construction
of a Ram temple on August
5, 2020.

Melbourne, Oct 23 (PTI):

Virat Kohli single-
handedly powered India
to an epic four-wicket
win over arch-rivals
Pakistan with a magnifi-
cent 53-ball 82 not out in
their big-ticket T20
World Cup game here on
Sunday.

Pakistan recovered
from a wobbly start to
post a fighting 159 for
eight. India completed
the chase in the last ball,
with Kohli and Hardik
Pandya (40) doing the
bulk of the scoring
after a horror start
to their innings.
The two re-
vived India
with a 113-
run stand
for the
fourth wicket
after they were
reeling at 31/4
at one stage. Sent
in to bat, Pakistan were
well served by Iftikhar
Ahmed's 34-ball 51 and
Shan Masood's unbeaten
52 off 42 balls after they
lost their first two wick-
ets with just 15 runs on
the board in the fourth
over. For India,
Arshdeep Singh was
among the most success-
ful bowlers in the much-
awaited match of the
tournament, finishing
with figures 3/32 in four
overs at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

If it was not for the 14
runs in the 19th over,
Arshdeep would have
ended with better fig-
ures. Playing in his maid-
en World Cup, left-arm
pacer Arshdeep gave

India early break-
throughs before Pakistan
steadied things with a 76-
run partnership for the
third wicket. All-rounder
Hardik Pandya bagged
impressive figures of
3/30 in four overs after
Mohammed Shami re-
moved a well-set Iftikhar
to trigger a slide.

Raipur, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Bastar police in
Chhattisgarh have busted
eight key supply networks
of Maoists and arrested at
least 38 people in the last
couple of years, choking
the aid of medicines, ex-
plosives and logistics to
the outlawed outfit to a
great extent, a senior offi-
cial said on Sunday.

The establishment of
more than 40 new police

camps mostly along the
supply corridor of
Maoists during this period
also helped in the task and
to keep a tab on the inter-
state movement of Maoist
couriers, he said.

According to police,
cracking the supply net-
works is crucial in the
fight against Left Wing
Extremism as it is the key
strength of Maoists active
in Bastar since more than
three decades.

The Bastar region com-
prises seven districts -
Bastar, Kanker,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,

Narayanpur, Bijapur and
Sukma.

In the last couple of
years, the police have
made a significant dent
into the supply network of
various formations of
Dandakaranya Special
Zonal Committee (DKSZC)
of the CPI (Maoists),
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

The DKSZC, which han-
dles Maoist activities in
Bastar division, has been
instrumental in executing
several deadly attacks on
security forces.

Surajpur, Oct 23: 

Forest personnel have found the
carcass of a female elephant in
Chhattisgarh's Surajpur district
and suspect that it died during a
fight with another jumbos, an
official said on Sunday.
The carcass was spotted on
Saturday on the bank of a pond
near Tukudand village under
Pratappur forest range,
Pratappur's Sub Divisional
Officer (forest) Ashutosh Bhagat
said. On Friday night, forest staff
had heard trumpeting sounds of
a herd of 35 elephants roaming
in Pendari forest near Tukudand.
To check on the status of the
herd, forest personnel went to
the area on Saturday morning
and found a female elephant
dead, he said.

Sriharikota (AP), Oct 23 (PTI): 

Indian Space Research
Organisations' heaviest
rocket LVM3-M2 on its
maiden commercial mis-
sion on Sunday successful-
ly placed 36 broadband
communication satellites
of a UK-based customer
into the intended orbits,
the space agency said, de-
scribing the mission as
'historic'.

OneWeb Ltd is the UK-
based customer of
NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL), ISRO's commercial
arm, and a global commu-
nication network powered
from space, enabling inter-
net connectivity for gov-
ernments and businesses.
Bharti Enterprises is one
of the major investors in
OneWeb.

With Sunday's success,
ISRO put behind the
anomaly experienced in
its August 7 Small Satellite

Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
mission, that had then
made the satellites unus-
able.

Early on Sunday, a
beaming ISRO Chairman
S Somanath announced
Deepavali had started
early for the scientists at
the space agency.

"LVM3 M2/OneWeb
India-1 mission is complet-
ed successfully. All the 36
satellites have been placed
into intended orbits.
@NSIL_India @OneWeb,"
ISRO said in a tweet, min-
utes after Somanath an-
nounced that 16 satellites

have been placed in the de-
sired orbits while the rest
would take some more
time.

All the 36 satellites were
injected into the orbits
around 75 minutes after
the rocket blasted off from
the spaceport here.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the Mission Control
Centre, Somanath said the
festival celebrations start-
ed at Satish Dhawan Space
Centre as LVM3 and its
very first commercial mis-
sion have accomplished
the orbit very accurately.

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has
cancelled the Foreign
Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) licences of the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
(RGF) and the Rajiv
Gandhi Charitable Trust
(RGCT), two NGOs headed
by Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi, for alleged viola-
tion of laws, officials said
on Sunday.

The action came follow-
ing investigations carried
out by an inter-ministerial
committee formed by the
MHA in 2020. "The FCRA
licences of the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation and
the Rajiv Gandhi
Charitable Trust have
been cancelled after inves-
tigations against these
NGOs," an official said.

Bengaluru, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Karnataka
Commerce and Industries
Department's Rs 4.5 crore
agreement with a film-
making firm to produce a
five-minute promotional
video for the three-day
Global Investors' Meet
here from November 2 has
raised eyebrows.

State Large and Medium
Industries Minister
Murugesh Nirani has now
written to the Additional
Chief Secretary in the
Department, with a direc-
tion to cancel the agree-
ment.

It has come to the knowl-
edge that the Department
has signed an agreement
with a filmmaking firm to
make a five-minute promo-

tional video at a cost of Rs
4.5 crore, the Minister
said.

Saharanpur (UP), Oct 22 (PTI ): 

Prominent Islamic semi-
nary Darul Uloom Deoband
and other 305 madrasas in
Saharanpur district are not
recognised by the Uttar
Pradesh Madarsa
Education Board, accord-
ing to a government survey.
Madrasas which are not
recognized by the Board do
not get benefit of govern-
ment schemes like scholar-
ship, salary for teachers,
among others.

District Minority Welfare
Officer Bharat Lal Gaur
told PTI on Saturday that a
total of 754 madrasas are
registered in Saharanpur.
The number of unrecog-
nized madrasas in the dis-
trict is 306, he said, adding
the information has been

shared with the govern-
ment as part of its survey
on madrasas in the state. He
said Darul Uloom Deobad is
not recognized by the
Madarsa Board. Gaur said
the government had fixed
12 points, on the basis of
which the survey of
madrasas was done. In a
statement, Vice Chancellor
of Darul Uloom Deoband
Mufti Abul Qasim Nomani
said the institution has
never taken any kind of aid
or grant from any govern-
ment. The seminary is not
registered with the Board
but it does educational
work according to the
Indian Constitution, he
said. Nomani said the
'Shura Society' of the Darul
Uloom is registered under
the Societies Act and the
seminary operates as per
the right to freedom of reli-
gion under the
Constitution.

King Kohli leads India 
to epic win over Pak

India's Captain Rohit Sharma (C) lifts Virat Kohli as they 
celebrate after a win during the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between India and Pakistan at Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on October 23.

PPaakkiissttaann:: 159/8 in 20 overs
(Iftikhar Ahmed 51, Shan
Masood 52 not out;
Arshdeep Singh 3/32,
Hardik Pandya 3/30).
IInnddiiaa:: 160 for six in 20
overs (Virat Kohli 82 not
out, Hardik Pandya 40;
Haris Rauf 2/36).

Brief Scores

Lord Ram inspiration for
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during Deepotsav celebrations, on the eve of the Diwali festival, 
in Ayodhya, Sunday.

Elephant carcass
found in forest

Chh'garh Police block 8 key supply
networks of Maoists in Bastar

̈ Since 2020
̈ 38 people held

DIWALI FESTIVITY

Women light earthen lamps as part of the Diwali festival celebrations, in Nadia, Sunday. 

MHA cancels FCRA licences
of 2 NGOs headed by Sonia

The BJP on Sunday
welcomed the cancella-
tion of the FCRA licences
of two NGOs headed by
former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, and
said the Gandhi family
and organisations linked
to them can't be above
law. BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra claimed
that the home ministry's
decision to cancel the
Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act licences of
the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation (RGF) and
the Rajiv Gandhi
Charitable Trust (RGCT)
for alleged violation of
laws has "exposed" their
corruption.

‘Gandhi family not
above law’

Rs 4.5 cr for 5-minute
promotional video of

‘Global Investors’ Meet’ 

It has come to the knowledge
that the Department has
signed an agreement with a
filmmaking firm to make a
five-minute promotional
video at a cost of Rs 4.5
crore, the Minister said.
"Spending Rs 4.5 crore for a
five-minute video appears to
be exorbitant. If it is true
that the Department has
given a work order after
signing an agreement, then it
is inappropriate and unneces-
sary to continue with such
agreement at such a whop-
ping cost. It is hereby direct-
ed to cancel such a work
order," minister added.

What Govt said....

ISRO scripts history with successful commercial mission LVM3-M2

ISRO's heaviest rocket LVM3-M2
lifts off from a launch pad at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, in

Sriharikota, Sunday.

With the successful placing
in orbit of 36 OneWeb satel-
lites on board the Launch
Vehicle Mark-III (LVM-3)
rocket, the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) is now eying a big-
ger share in the global
satellite launch market. A
recent report by the Indian
Space Association (ISpA)
and Ernst and Young (E&Y)
had pegged the global
space economy at USD 447
billion with the satellite
launch segment accounting
for USD 6 billion. 

ISRO eyes bigger share 

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
renamed the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV) Mark -III as Launch
Vehicle Mark-III, mainly to
identify its task of placing
satellites into a variety of
orbits. The LVM-3 rocket will
also be used for India's maid-
en human space flight tenta-
tively scheduled for late 2024
and is also emerging as a
favourite for ISRO's commer-
cial launches after the suc-
cessful placing in orbits of 36
OneWeb satellites on Sunday.

ISRO renames GSLV

Mark-III as LVM-3Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday congratulated
ISRO, NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL) and IN-SPACe after the
Indian space agency's heavi-
est rocket on its maiden com-
mercial mission successfully
placed 36 broadband commu-
nication satellites of a UK-
based customer into the
intended orbits.
"Congratulations
@NSIL_India @INSPACeIND
@ISRO on the successful
launch of our heaviest launch
vehicle LVM3 with 36 OneWeb
satellites meant for global
connectivity, " he said.

PM congratulates ISRO 

UP declares 307 more
madrassas illegal

̈ Including 
Darul Uloom
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Court extends ED custody
of IAS officer, two others 

Raipur, Oct 23: A special
court here on Friday extend-
ed by six days the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) custody of an IAS offi-
cer and two others in a
money laundering case
linked to the alleged extor-
tion of money from coal and
mining transporters in
Chhattisgarh. Additional
district and sessions judge
Ajay Singh Rajput extended
the remand of IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi, business-
man Sunil Agrawal and one
Laxmikant Tiwari.

The alleged accused were
produced before the court on
expiry of their eight-day ED
custody, Tiwari’s lawyer
Faizal Rizvi said. The de-
fence lawyers opposed the
ED’s plea of remand exten-
sion, he said. The ED on
October 13 had arrested
Vishnoi, Agrawal and
Tiwari, the uncle of “ab-
sconding” coal businessman
Suryakant Tiwari, after it
launched multi-city raids in
the state on October 11. The
trio was arrested under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

As per case details,
Vishnoi, a Chhattisgarh-
cadre IAS officer of the 2009
batch, was working as the
CEO of the Chhattisgarh
Infotech Promotion Society.
Laxmikant Tiwari, a lawyer
from Mahasamund district,
is the uncle of coal business-
man Suryakant Tiwari
whose properties were also
covered during searches.
The probe agency also car-
ried out searches at
Laxmikant’s residence in
Mahasamund town. Sunil
Agrawal, the director of
Indramani Group involved
in coal trading, is said to be
closely associated with
Suryakant Tiwari.

He has been in the coal
business for over a decade
and allegedly has links with
senior politicians. In a re-
lease issued on October 14,
the ED had claimed that a
“massive scam” was taking
place in coal transportation
in Chhattisgarh, under
which a “cartel” of politi-
cians, officers and others
was allegedly running a
“parallel system of extort-
ing illegal levy”, which is

generating about Rs 2-3
crore daily.

The probe agency alleged
that Vishnoi and his wife
were found in possession of
“unaccounted” cash to the
tune of Rs 47 lakh and 4 kg
gold jewellery. The money
laundering investigation
was launched after the ED
took cognisance of a com-
plaint by the Income Tax de-
partment. The ED claimed
that the “main kingpin of
this scam is Suryakant
Tiwari (stated to be abscond-
ing) and his associates, who
entered into a criminal con-
spiracy to run a parallel sys-
tem of extorting illegal levy
on coal and were doing ille-
gal and unaccounted cash
movement”. The agency had
said it has seized “unac-
counted” cash of Rs 4.5
crore, gold jewellery, bullion
and other valuables worth
around Rs 2 crore during the
raids. The ED raids also cov-
ered premises of two other
IAS officers Raigarh collec-
tor Ranu Sahu and her hus-
band JP Maurya, the direc-
tor of geology and mining
department in the state.

Four nabbed, cash of Rs 1.55 lakh recovered

Raipur, Oct 23: Four per-
sons involved in theft in a
grocery shop in Byron Bazar
area of Kotwali Thana have
been nabbed and cash of Rs
1,55,250 has been seized from
the possession of the
thieves. All four are history-
sheeters and were jailed 
earlier.

As per reports in this re-
gard, the thieves conducted
theft in the shop of Vijay
Bajaj having Shriram
Kirana Shop, near Holy
Cross School, Byronbazar on
Oct 21 night at 10:30. When
the shopkeeper opened the
shop next day in the morn-
ing at around 8:00 am, he
found both the locks broken
and all the goods were found
scattered and out of total Rs
3 lakh in cash kept in the box

below the locker and Rs 1.0
lakh kept in the locker, total-
ing Rs 4 lakh was found
missing. A case was filed in
Kotwali Thana under sec-
tion 380 and 457 of IPC.

The Kotwali Police team
along with anti-crime and
cyber crime checked CCTV
footage and spread message
among informers and
checked the list of prisoners
recently released. It was on
the basis of clues and evi-

dence, the police shortlisted
name of one Virendra
Nayak alias Bittu R/o
ByronBazar and when he
was strictly interrogated, he
disclosed the names of other
three who assisted him in
this crime viz. Amit Bag,
Sawan Nayak and Pihu
Mahanand, all R/o Byron
Bazar. The police had arrest-
ed all four and produced
them in the court and sent
them to jail.

BJP-Congress spar over criminal incidents

Raipur, Oct 23: The BJP
and Congress are locked in
a war of words over in-
creasing criminal inci-
dents in the state. The BJP
attacked the government
by referring to the crimi-
nal incidents that took
place in the last few
months while Congress re-
taliated and released the
data of criminal incidents
in the state during the
time of BJP government.
According to Congress
crime has reduced in the
state as compared to BJP
rule.

State BJP spokesperson
Kedar Gupta, state conven-
er of business cell
Labhchand Bafna de-
manded state government
to either take strick meas-
ures to check criminal in-
cidents or resign collec-
tively. It is unfortunate
that robbers enter a bul-

lion shop in chief minis-
ter’s constituency, open
fire on the bullion trader
and easily escape after
committing the crime,
said the BJP state
spokesperson Kedar
Gupta and state convener
of business cell
Labhchand Bafna while
talking to the media at
BJP office in Ekatma
Parisar here today.

The Chief Minister does
not even show sensitivity
to meet the victim’s family,
they said and added that
instead of going to the po-
lice station to give proper
instructions and visiting
victim’s family the home
minister leaves straight
away. According to Kedar
Gupta incidents of mas-
sacre are taking place in
districts falling under con-
stituencies of chief minis-
ter, home minister and two
other ministers.

BJP asked as to who is
patronising growing satta
operation in the state.
According to it
Chhattisgarh has become
a den of criminals. People
want to know who is run-
ning the state, the party
said. A businessman is
being robbed and mur-

dered in his shop in broad
daylight. Before the mur-
der of bullion trader
Surendra Kumar Soni in
Amaleshwar of Patan, a
family was mass mur-
dered in Kumhari, but this
incident did not have any
impact on the govern-
ment. The BJP demanded
that the state government
immediately take strong
steps so that the criminals
are caught before they 
attack.

Gangsters of Jharkhand
are also threatening the
businessmen of
Chhattisgarh for recovery,
BJP leaders said, adding
that incidents like murder,
kidnapping, rape, gang
rape, robbery, dacoity, theft
and rape are taking place.

According to
Labhchand Bafna the
murder of 5 people in
Patan area in the past still
remains a mystery. Mass
murder took place in
Jashpur. Even before this,
three people were killed in
the border area. Bullion
trader was fired upon at a
jewelery shop in Bilaspur.
In the rural area of
??Bilaspur, the shopkeep-
er’s son was shot by the ex-
tortionists at the grocery

shop.
On the other hand

Congress alleged that the
number of criminal inci-
dents in the state has come
down. Pradesh Congress
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Department President
Sushil Anand Shukla said
that the BJP was continu-
ously spreading propagan-
da by presenting false fig-
ures of NCRB. In the state,
there has been a drastic re-
duction in crimes such as
compared to other states of
the country and in com-
parison to the previous
Raman government.
Releasing the NCRB data,
Shukla said, there has
been a reduction of 17 per-
cent in crimes against
children in the state.

Between 2016 and 2018,
214 cases of dacoity were
registered, while it
dropped to 196 from 2019 to
2021 under the Congress
rule. According to NCRB
data, criminals of all the
incidents of robbery regis-
tered in the last 3 years in
Chhattisgarh have been
caught. There has also
been a decline of 28 per-
cent in murder crimes in
Chhattisgarh from 2019 to
2021.

CM Baghel appointed
Star campaigner

for HP VS polls

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: After BJP,
Congress too has declared
its list of star campaigners
for Himachal Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha elections. In
this many senior party
leaders from Congress has
been included and the
name of CM Bhupesh
Baghel is also there in the
list as star campaigner.
Prior to this he has been
appointed as the senior ob-
server for HP Vidhan
Sabha polls. The most im-
portant thing here is that
no leader from Madhya
Pradesh has been included
in the list of star cam-
paigners, whereas BJP has
included names of many
from MP in its list of star
campaigners.

CM Baghel appointed
star campaigner

CM Bhupesh Baghel
seems to be playing impor-
tant role in Vidhan Sabha
polls of Himachal Pradesh
and prior to declaration of
the election dates, the
party has already appoint-
ed him as senior observer
and after which he had
conducted tour to HP
many times. CM Baghel
along with AICC general
secretary Priyanka
Gandhi had conducted
huge rally in HP. In addi-
tion to this being appoint-
ed as star campaigner for
HP, CM Baghel would be
holding many rallies in

HP and this will be final-
ized in the coming
months.
CM Baghel to promote

Ch’garh model
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel had been playing
important role in the elec-
tions held in the country
over the last one years and
this includes UP and
Assam polls. CM Baghel
has been promoting the
Chhattisgarh model in
other states and
Chhattisgarh is one of the
states with less employ-
ment rate and in such con-
ditions the party is hand-
ing over major responsi-
bilities to CM Bhupesh
Baghel.

Other star 
campaigners in HP:

Congress has declared
list of 40 star campaigners
for Himachal Pradesh and
include Sonia Gandhi,
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi, and others. Apart
from CM Rajasthan Ashok
Gehlot, CM Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel, Sachin
Pilot, Rajiv Shukla,
Mukesh Agnihotri,
Bhupendra Singh Hudda,
Harish Rawat, Randeep
Singh Surjewala, Anand
Sharma, Mukul Vasnik
and others.

Huge Diwali rush at Raipur markets

Raipur, Oct 23: Due to
Diwali rush, traffic con-
gestion were reported
from various parts of the
Capital on Saturday.
People were out for last
minute shopping and huge
rush was seen at various
malls, markets and shop-
ping complexes. The
heavy rush also kept the
traffic police on toes and
cops were seen on the
roads maintaining the
traffic.

Festive shopping along
with the exchanging cus-
tomary gifts, ahead of
Diwali, threw traffic
across the city out of gear
on Saturday and Sunday
evening. Commuters spent
significant time on roads
as traffic volume in-
creased considerably due
to  Diwali rush. Roads
leading to prominent mar-
kets MG Road, Malviya
Road, Sadar Bazar, Gole
Bazar, Station Road,
Pandri Cloth market and
Shankar Nagar area in the
city saw large crowd with
no space left for pedestri-
ans.

The traffic congestion
has worsened in some of

the major markets where
shopkeepers have stocked
their goods on the road
and due to large number of
road side vendors. Even as
the city market are wit-
nessing Diwali rush, shop-
keepers selling gift items
and grocery products
claimed that the sales
were more as compared to
last year. However, they ex-
pect the Diwali business
will pick over on Laxmi
Pooja on Monday.

Cracker stall owners
claimed that they have wit-
nessed a dip in the busi-
ness as compared to the
last year. The anti-cracker
campaigns and order is-
sued by Supreme Court of
setting a 8 pm to 10 pm
deadline for cracker burst-
ing have hit our business,
said Rahul, who runs a
cracker stall. Another
cracker seller added that
the demand for loud crack-
ers was lesser this year
after the Supreme Court
verdict.

Rush in all the markets
were witnessed from the
morning hours, However,
shopkeepers claimed that
sale of gift items, includ-

ing crockery, was more as
compared to other goods.
Rajendra, a trader said
sale of chocolates was

more this time as com-
pared to dry fruits.
Although overall sales are
lesser this year, we are ex-
pecting more business on
Monday on Lakshmi
Pooja, he said.

Meanwhile, stall owners
selling decorative lights at
MG Road claimed that peo-
ple prefer buying lights
around Diwali and they
were minting money.
People love decorating
their houses with lights.
The sales of lights are as
good as it was a year be-
fore,” said Ravi who runs a
shop at MG Road.
Meanwhile Security in the
Capital is being beefed up
in view of Diwali. Police
have made elaborate secu-
rity arrangements for
peaceful conduct of Diwali
in the city. In view of
heavy rush in the market
areas, adequate police per-
sonnel were deployed at
important intersections
for resolving traffic con-
gestion in the city.

DECORATIVE ITEMS

The road-side vendors were selling decorative items including lanterns and others

here on occasion of Diwali.

RRaaiippuurr:: Apart from bullion
shops, automobile showrooms,
cloth stores and electronics
shops the festive crowds have
also gathered in cracker and
sweet shops. The cracker and
sweet shops are getting crowd-
ed till midnight. In sweet
shops, the situation has
become such that the entire

stock gets exhausted and
bookings are made for the next
day. Traders say that this year
the order in sweets stores is
also very high. The packets of
sweets are also being made
attractive in such a way that
they contain a variety of
sweets at once and are com-
pletely customized. Because of

this, consumers also like it a
lot.

Despite the ongoing propa-
ganda about open sweets for
some time, their markets saw
the largest crowd of cus-
tomers. People were still seen
avoiding shopping for packed
goods. People say that buying
goods only on the basis of
expiry date in packaging goods
is like cheating yourself. The
crowd coming to the firecrack-
er stores can be gauged from
the fact that the tokens are
being given to the buyers by
the traders and according to
the token number, a buyer is
buying firecrackers. The prices
of firecrackers have gone up by
40 per cent this year as com-
pared to last year. Fireworks
ranging from Rs 5 to Rs 1000
are available in the market. 

Crowds gather in bullion, sweets shops,
token system cracker shops

Also includes
names of many
other senior leaders
from the party

People living in fear
due to increasing
crime, says BJP

Congress says
opposition is
spreading 
misinformation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: State in-
charge of PCC PL Punia
will on five-day tour to
state from Oct 27. He will
be arriving here on Oct 27
by evening flight at 5:10
pm and then hold meeting
with senior Congress
leaders in Circuit House
at 6:00 pm. On Oct 28, he
will leave for Jagdalpur
by regular flight at 2:30
pm and reach there at 3:30
pm. At 6:00 pm he will
hold meeting with
Congress office bearers
and senior party leaders
of Congress from
Jagdalpur and take a
night halt there. On Oct

29, he will leave for
Dantewada at 10:00 am
and reach Mata
Danteshwari’s temple at
12:00 noon and would hold
meeting with party office
bearers and leaders in
Dantewada at 2:00 pm. At
4:00 pm he will leave for
Jagdalpur and take a
night halt there. On Oct
30, PL Punia will hold
meeting with senior party
leaders of Congress at
Circuit House in
Jagdalpur at 10:00 am and
at 12:00 noon will leave for
Raipur and reach here at
2:30 pm and take a night
halt here. On Oct 31, he
will hold meeting with
state members of the state
working committee at
Rajiv Bhavan at 11:00 am
and then leave for
Lucknow at 1:30 pm.

PL Punia arriving
here on Oct 27

On five-day tour 
to state

In theft incident of
Rs 4 lakh in Grocery
Shop in Byron Bazar

CM performs customary
ritual of hanging a frill

made of paddy
On occasion of Dhanteras

at his residence
Raipu, Oct 23: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
according to the cultural
tradition of Diwali, per-
formed the ritual of tying
a paddy frill decoration at
his residence door today
on the occasion of
Dhanteras.

When the new crop
yield is ready in the fields
during Diwali, the vil-
lagers make artistic frill
decorations with the ten-
der fibers of paddy. They
decorate their homes with
these and invite Goddess
Lakshmi to their homes
while thanking her for
their happiness and pros-
perity. It is a belief that
this invitation reaches the
Devi through the birds
that land on their
doorsteps to feed on the
paddy. In this way, the folk
culture of the state shares
its happiness with the na-
ture and preserves it. The
tradition of hanging a
paddy frill at the veranda-
hand door of the house ex-
ists in the entire state,
from Bastar to Sarguja.
This frill decoration is also
known as Pahata or
Pinjara.

TRAFFIC MGMT

Traffic in capital city was re-routed and entry for four-wheelers was not allowed at certain places in order 
to ensure smooth flow of traffic here on Sunday.

BJP stages protest and submit memorandum

Jagdalpur, Oct 23: In the pres-
ence of BJP councilors and sen-
ior BJP leaders for proper pre-
vention of growing stray dogs
under corporation area, imple-
mentation in Roka Cheka, mak-
ing city roads cattle free, water
system in Kanji House, construc-
tion of sheds in Haradana and
Gothano. BJP staged a sit-in in
front of the corporation office
today. It is to be noted that on
October 11, last 10 days, the BJP
workers had gheroed the
Municipal Corporation by giving
a memorandum in this regard,
and giving an ultimatum regard-
ing their demands, had demand-
ed to rectify the system within
five days. But no initiative was
taken by the Municipal
Corporation to improve the sys-
tem. Due to which the BJP work-
ers have started a sit-in demon-
stration in support of their de-
mands. After the demonstration,
in the absence of the Mayor, the

Municipal Commissioner Dinesh
Nag was handed over a memo-
randum at the site of the protest.

In today’s sit-in demonstra-
tion, former Bharatiya Janata
Party MP and National
Treasurer of Scheduled Tribes
Morcha Dinesh Kashyap said
that along with the state govern-
ment, the corporation’s govern-
ment has also failed completely.
The most ambitious scheme of
the government is Gothan. In the
evening, all the cattle of the city
come in the road. Due to which

accidents are happening every
day, and the corporation has com-
pletely failed to stop it. Former
Mayor Kiran Dev said that the
case of death of dozens of people
due to dengue has been seen in
Jagdalpur city. The Municipal
Corporation is pretending to be
cleaning by spending crores of
rupees. In return it is giving peo-
ple serious diseases like dengue,
malaria and typhoid. Even the
former mayor raised serious
questions on the purchase of
dustbins. BJP District Magistrate

Roop Singh Madavi has said that
this movement of BJP councilors
will go on in a phased manner
and will continue to expose their
corruption and their negligence
among the public. He called upon
the public to come forward to
overthrow such a corrupt mayor,
and join hands with the BJP and
cooperate in the movement.

The Leader of Opposition of
the Municipal Corporation,
Sanjay Pandey has said that the
Municipal Corporation and this
government are running on the
top of corruption and negligence.
Which is being led by Safira Sahu
and Kavita Sahu. The BJP coun-
cilor party is agitating to wake
them up from their
Kumbharkanya sleep. There is no
clean water, no grain, and no
green fodder in the only kanji
house in the city. The bamboo
sheds that were built in the name
of Gothan have collapsed in the
rain. Roka Cheka is going on in
the papers. Cattle make their
home on the road as soon as
evening falls in the city. Due to
which cattle and public are get-
ting hurt. The Leader of

Opposition has said that the
mayor is fully responsible behind
the increasing population of
stray dogs in the city. For the last
eight years since the Congress is
in power in the Municipal
Corporation, promises are made
in the name of Doghouse in the
name of the budget, but after the
promises, their attention is limit-
ed only to their gleaming cars,
gleaming office cubicles. Rabies
injections have disappeared from
hospitals.

During this, Vidya Sharan
Tiwari, Dhansingh Nayak,
Digambar Rao, Dayawati
Devangan, Naveen Thakur,
Deepti Pandey, Lakshmi
Kashyap, Ramamurti Pandey,
Narasimha Rao Alok Awasthi,
Sangram Rana etc. also ad-
dressed. Shivnaraya Pandey,
Yogendra Pandey, Motiram
Baghel, Triveni Randhari,
Mamta Potai, Neelam Yadav,
Brijesh Singh Bhadauria,
Vedprakash Pandey, Avinash
Srivastava, Shashinath Pathak,
Roshan Sisodia, Geeta Nag,
Sudha Mishra, Atul Kaushal,
Narendra Panigrahi.

Free eye camp for burn injury patients

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2233::  For the 32nd
year renowned ophthalmol-
ogist and contact lens spe-
cialist Dr Dinesh Mishra will
be conducting two day free
eye camp on Oct 23 and 24
for burn injury patients due
to Diwali crackers. This
camp will be organized at
Dr Mishra’s clinic at Phool
Chowk from October 23
evening to October 24 late
night. Keeping in the mind
the non-availability of doc-
tors during Diwali and
problems faced by the
patients Dr Mishra will be
organizing this camp for
the 32nd year. The first
such free- of- cost camp

was started in 1991 for the
treatment of patients who
got their eyes injured due
to bursting of Diwali crack-
ers. In the last 31 years
more than 2600 patients
have availed the facility of
this camp. Dr Mishra giving
an advice to burn crackers
with utmost care said,
Diwali is a festival of light

and eye sight is also invalu-
able, slight careless in
burning crackers can cause
injury to the eyes and if not
treated in time can also
lead to loss of eye sight. He
made a note of all kind of
possibilities of injury to
eyes if crackers are not
burnt with care and espe-
cially his advice for parents
are not to allow children for
burning crackers alone. He
mentioned that in case any
cracker burst near eyes
then wash the eyes with
clean water and never rub
the eyes. Dr Mishra will be
available in numbers
4026101 and 98274 00859
for free consultation and
advice, informs Dr Dinesh
Mishra.

Regular TLM should be used in
child centered teaching: DEO

Kharora, Oct 22: In order
to strengthen and develop
the basic literacy and nu-
merical knowledge FLN
(foundational literacy, nu-
meracy) among the chil-
dren, TLM (teacher learn-
ing material) exhibition
was organized here. Under
the guidance of Block
Education Officer B.L
D e v a n g a n , D i s t r i c t
Education Officer RL
Thakur, Block Resource
Coordinator Santosh
Kumar Sharma, and under
the efficient guidance of
Sarpanch Surendra Gendre,
Local School Management
and Development
Committee, Assistant
Teachers Federation
President Om Prakash
Verma, Sanjay Verma,
Bhuneshwar Verma,
Devendra Singh Thakur,

Chitrasen Verma, Bhola
Prasad Verma, and with the
special cooperation of all
the cluster coordinators, in-
cluding Himanchal
Choubey, Kailash Baghel,
Mahendra Sahu, Asharam
Verma, Veer Verma, Dinesh
Kurre, Rita Rani Verma,
Aruna Tiwari, Narmada
Sahu, Sushila Verma,
Pushpa Sharma, develop-
ment block level
TLM(teacher learning ma-
terial) exhibition was or-
ganized in Government
Primary School, Manth.
Development Block
Resource Coordinator

Santosh Kumar Sharma
prepared and demonstrated
attractive and effective
T.L.M. in teaching-learning
of primary level children by
about 200 primary teachers
of 39 clusters involved. The
forum was organized by
Assistant Development
Block Education Officer,
Neelam Sharma, Dr. Vyas
Narayan Arya, Principal
Rajesh Chandani, Nodal
Officer Narottam Dhruv,
Lecturer Chandraprakash
Dhidhi etc. The learning
materials were displayed by
Savita Chandrakar, Jharna
Verma and others.

Martyred soldiers remembered 
Dhamtari, Oct 23: Police
Commemoration Day is
organized every year by
the Central Reserve Police
Force and all the police
forces of the country and
in this sequence the police
personnel who were mar-
tyred across the country,
including 39 martyred sol-
diers of the state, were
honored by Collector P.S.
Elma and SP Prashant
Thakur.In the program,
floral circle was laid at the
martyr memorial,along
with this, by showering
flowers on the pictures of
39 martyr soldiers of the
district, they remembered
their martyrdom. In addi-
tion to them, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Megha Tembhurkar,
District Panchayat
President Kanti Sonwani,
District Panchayat mem-
bers Kavita family mem-

bers of martyred soldiers,
public representatives
were present.

Martyred soldiers
Vinod Dhruv of

Amgaon, Sub-Inspector
Komal Singh Sahu,head
constable of village
Padmapur, Shivprasad
Sharma, Siyaram Dhruva
of village Satbahna,
Mahavir Markam of
G a t t a s i l l i ,
Chandrashekhar Rangari
of Danitola ward
Dhamtari, Nakul Dhruva

of village Kokdi, Devnath
Nag of village Khadpathra
,Lalit Diwan of village
Nardha (Muggerload),
Radheshyam Nagvanshi of
Singapur (Kamaipur),
Dharmendra Sahu of
Linepara town, Hemant
Som of Kotpara town,
Pyarelal Som of
Bazarpara town, Khilwan
Bisen of Chhipli, Ratanlal
Markam of Farsiyan, Shri
Narayan Sori of village
Sambalpur, Shri Santosh
Kumar of Gagra, Shri

Nohru Ram Netam of vil-
lage Sankra, the martyr
constable Shri Shivkumar
Korram of Village-
Jaitpuri was remembered.
Similarly village-
Podagaon, Marty consta-
ble of Sihawa, Mr. Vijay
Suryakar, Mr. Dhanraj
Dhruva of village Semra,
Mr. Bhushan Mandavi of
Vishrampur, Mr. Vasudev
Dhruva of village-
Rawansinghi, Mr.
Rameshwar Dhruva of
Navagaon-Shyamtarai,

Mr. Amjad Khan of
Nagari, Mr. Khagendra
Kumar Kashyap of
Pandripani, Mr.
Chandrahas Dhruva of
Amgaon, Mr. Chhabilal
Kanshi of village
Maragaon, Mr. Naval
Kishore Shandilya of vil-
lage Intarras, Mr. Aditya
Sahu of village
Bhainsasankara, Mr.
Nirmal Kumar Netam of
Kauhabahra, Mr.
Tikeshwar Kumar Dhruv
of Perewadih, martyr con-
stable of village Dokal Mr.
Tilaram Thakur , martyr
assistant constable of vil-
lage Chhindbhari Shri
Kailash Netam, martyr
SPO of village Arjuni,
Tiran Singh Manjhi, and
Martyr Keshav Nishad,
resident of village
Bhanwarmara and Shri
Balram Dhruv of village
Bhendri (Muggerlod).

Lakhma dedicates and lays stone
for development works

Jagdalpur, Oct 23: The
minister in charge of
Bastar district, Kawasi
Lakhma, inaugurated and
dedicated the develop-
ment works worth about
two and a half crores of
the Municipal
Corporation. In the pro-
gram organized in
Chandrashekhar ward, he
performed Bhoomi Pujan
of development works
worth Rs 50 lakh in Bhuta
Talab. This includes work
of tow wall, stone pitching
and inlet outlet in the
pond. In Gandhi Nagar
ward, Bhoomi Pujan of
CC road construction
work was done at a cost of
26 lakhs. Along with this,

he also performed
Bhoomipujan for the con-
struction of fair price
shops in Rajiv Gandhi
Ward and Shanti Nagar
Ward at a cost of Rs 46
lakh 70 thousand in a pro-
gram organized near the
bus stand. He also inaugu-
rated ten vehicles for door-
to-door garbage collection

here. Minister-in-charge
Kawasi Lakhma said that
full attention would be
given to the development
of the city and there
would be no shortage of
funds. He said that all-
round development works
are being done in our gov-
ernment. The develop-
ment is taking place ac-

cording to the demand of
the people.

During this, MP Deepak
Baij, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain, Mahapau Safira
Sahu, Municipal
Corporation Chairman
Smt. Kavita Sahu, City
District Congress
Committee President
Rajiv Sharma, MIC mem-
ber Yashvardhan Rao,
Vikram Singh Dangi,
Udaynath Janes, Rajesh
Rai, Councilor Lalita Rao,
Kamlesh Pathak, and
Municipal Commissioner
Dinesh Nag, public repre-
sentatives and a large
number of ward residents
were present.

Patent Awarded to the Research Team of NIT
Raipur  lead by Dr. Lalit Kumar Sahu 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur re-affirmed its
presence in the Research
and Innovation as Dr. Lalit
Kumar Sahu, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Electrical Engineering,
and his research team
have been granted a
patent for their invention
on ‘Fault Tolerant Single
Phase Multilevel Inverter
(MLI) Topology’. The re-
search is funded by SERB
through a research grant
in which Dr. Lalit kumar
Sahu was the Principal
Investigator, Dr.
Shubhrata Gupta,
Professor, Electrical
Engineering and Shivam
Prakash Gautam, are Co-

investigator, and Manik
Jalhotra, was the Junior
Research Fellow of the
team.

The idea of the inven-
tion was based on an in-
dustry-based survey
which concluded that the
interfacing circuits used
in Solar Photo-Voltaic
cells are more prone to
faults as compared to PV

Cells and have a lower life
cycle. To solve this prob-
lem, team has invented
fault tolerant power con-
verter topology capable of
delivering the power even
under faulty condition.
This invention reduces
the probability for power
failure and increases the
life time of the converter.
The patented technology
is cheaper, easily main-
tainable, flexible in con-
trol, and reliable in opera-
tion.

This invention aims to
give the boost and acceler-
ation to the faster and
wider adoption of Solar
PV system for delivery of
power in varieties of ap-
plications. Power
Electronics Converters
play a crucial role in Solar

PV integration to make it
a sustainable alternative
to the future energy re-
quirements. This will help
to reduce the harmful im-
pact of conventional ener-
gy system on society and
environment at large.

The research started in
the year 2017 with the sub-
mission of the research
proposal to the Science
and Research Engineering
Board (SERB), New Delhi.
After a several rounds of
rigorous scrutiny and
presentation, the team
lead by Dr. Sahu was
awarded a research grant
worth Rs 43.45 lakhs  by
SERB for the research and
the request for the patent
was filed in 2019 after the
completion of the re-
search.

National Tribal Dance Festival
3rd edition in Raipur from Nov 1
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: The three-
day long National Tribal
Dance Festival that aims
to promote and showcase
rich, vibrant and state’s
unique tribal culture and
cultural exchange among
indeginous people coming
from across the country
and abroad will be organ-
ized in Raipur from
November 1.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh state will
complete 22 years of its
formation on November 1.
This grand festival that
has taken the shape of an
international event will be
organized along with the
celebrations of 23rd State
Foundation Day
(Rajyotsav). The event will
be held under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel from
November 1 to 3 at the

Science College Ground in
Raipur.

On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, ministers, parlia-
mentary secretaries, legis-
lators and other public
representatives are hand-
ing over invitations of the
event in person to the
Chief Ministers, minis-
ters, and public represen-
tatives of all the states of
the country.

MLA Smt. Anita
Yogendra Sharma and Dr.
Laxmi Dhruv on
Thursday invited
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot to attend
Rajyotsav and National
Tribal Dance Festival.
They met Gehlot and invit-
ed him to participate in
the festival by presenting
him with the special tribal
artwork of Chhattisgarh.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Parliamentary Secretary

Parasnath Rajwade invit-
ed Assam Chief Minister
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma.
MLA Khelsai Singh and
Parliamentary Secretary
Smt. Rashmi Ashish
Singh met the Jharkhand
Chief Minister Shri
Hemant Soren and invited
him to attend the dance
festival on behalf of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Indra Shah
Mandavi and MLA
Daleshwar Sahu invited
Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangaswamy.
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad and
MLA Bhuneshwar Baghel
invited Sikkim’s Public
Works and Culture
Minister Samdup Lepcha,
and MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma handed over the
invitation to the represen-
tative of the administrator
of Lakshadweep.
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DRM inaugurates
booking counter

At railway community
building  

Raipur, Oct 23: The
Divisional Railway
Manager Rajiv Kumar
today inaugurated tick-
et booking counter at
railway community
building in WRS
Colony here. The book-
ing counter has been
restarted after renova-
tion of community
building. Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager (Operation)
Lokesh Vishnoi, Senior
Divisional Personnel
Officer Uday Kumar
Bharti along with offi-
cials of Raipur Rail
Division and office
bearers of rail workers
unions.

CM pays humble tribute to brave martyrs on Police Commemoration Day
Raipur, Oct 23: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel paid a humble tribute to the brave
martyrs on the occasion of Police Commemoration Day today on October 21. Chief
Minister said that the brave martyrs of security forces and police have made
supreme sacrifice while fulllfilling their duties. Entire nation is proud of their val-
our and courage.

For 32nd year To Municipal
Commissioner



Korba, Oct 23: 

A herd of elephants
went on a rampage and
killed a man after a calf
from the group was killed
by villagers in  Korba dis-
trict, a forest official said
on Friday. The incidents
took place in Katghora
forest division. An ele-
phant calf, around one
year old, was allegedly
killed by locals and
buried in a field in Bania
village under Pasan for-
est range sometime earli-
er this week, said
Premlata Yadav,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO).

The herd of 44 ele-
phants to which the calf
belonged entered the
nearby Devmatti village
in Jatga range on late
Thursday night.

The elephants tram-
pled Pintawar Singh and
his three cattle to death
when he was in his cattle
shed, the official said.
“Forest personnel have
been monitoring the
herd’s movement. Locals
have been advised to re-
main alert and avoid
going near the herd,”

DFO Yadav said. A team
of forest officials visited
the Bania village after
being tipped off about the
calf ’s killing. They found
that paddy had been
planted freshly on the
patch of land where the
carcass was buried to
cover up the killing,
Yadav said.

Forest personnel ex-
humed the carcass. The
exact cause of death will
be known after the autop-
sy report arrives, she

said. The owner of the
farm where the calf was
buried was detained for
questioning, the official
said. The family of the
man who was killed by
elephants in Devmatti
village was provided an
instant relief amount of
Rs 25,000 while the re-

maining compensation of
Rs 5.75 lakh will be given
after the completion of
formalities, she said.
According to officials,
this herd of elephants
has damaged crops on 22
acres of land in three vil-
lages in the area in the
last two days.
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Manendragarh, Oct 23:

A 32-year-old health
worker was allegedly
raped at knifepoint by a
minor boy at her work-
place in Manendragarh-
C h i r m i r i - B h a r a t p u r
(MCB) district, police said
on Saturday.

The police have appre-
hended the 17-year-old ac-
cused and two of his ac-
complices, while one more
accused in the case was ab-
sconding, an official said.

The incident took place
at a sub-health centre in
Chhipchhip village pan-

chayat, under
Jhagrakhand police sta-
tion limits, on Friday af-
ternoon, said Dipak Saini,
Station House Officer
(SHO) Jhagrakhand.

The woman lodged a
complaint on Saturday

morning, following which
the police swung into ac-
tion, he said.

The woman was alone at
the facility located in the
outskirts of the village,
when the minor and three
of his associates barged

in, he said. They threat-
ened her with a knife and
tied her hands and legs,
following which the boy al-
legedly raped her, the offi-
cial said.

They also allegedly
filmed the act before flee-
ing the spot, he said.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code and
the Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, the Arms Act and
Information Technology
Act, he said.

Woman staffer raped 
by minor inside CHC

Three nabbed

About the case
The incident took place at a sub-health centre in Chhipchhip
village panchayat, under Jhagrakhand police station limits, on
Friday afternoon.The woman was alone at the facility located
in the outskirts of the village, when the minor and three of his
associates barged in.They threatened her with a knife and tied
her hands and legs, following which the boy allegedly raped
her. They also allegedly filmed the act before fleeing the spot.

Konta, Oct 23: 

Influenced by the pro-
motion of
“Rehabilitation Policy”
and “Poona Narkom
Campaign” (New
Morning, New
Beginning) being run
by Sukma Police and
dissatisfied with the in-
human and baseless
ideology of Naxalites
and their exploitation,
atrocities, the Militia
member of the banned
Naxalite organization
Vanjam Soma resident
Pollampalli area sur-
rendered without arms
before TI Konta in the
presence of Friday in
front of Bhavani Pratap
Yadav, 2nd
Commanding Officer

217 CRPF, Senthil
Kumar, 2nd
Commanding Officer, 42
CRPF, Shivanand
Singh.

Surrendered Naxalite
Vanjam Soma was re-
cruited as a Militia
member in the Naxalite
organization in the year

2005 and was actively
involved in activities
like forcibly collecting
levy from villagers, cut-
ting roads, gathering
villagers during Naxal
meetings at Pollampalli
area at the behest of
Naxalite Commander
Pada Apu. Has been
working since and has
been involved in the
murder of a secret sol-
dier in the year 2016, on
which the crime num-
ber 2/2016 in the police
station Polampally
under section 147, 148,
149, 323, 302 IBD was
filed. A case of 25, 27
Arms Act is also regis-
tered against him and
he was carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5000/- on
him by SP Sukma.

Active Militia member surrenders 
At Police Station Polampally

Dongargarh, Oct 22:

Ignoring the guidelines
issued by the office of
District Fighter and
District Fire Officer
Arun Kumar Mishra, the
D o n g a r g a r h
Municipality allotted a
firecracker shop in the
Higher Secondary School
ground without any secu-
rity and facilities.
Keeping in mind the con-
venience of the shop-
keepers, keeping the
rules in mind, the shop is
being operated, but under
the protection of the mu-
nicipality, water tankers,
sand systems and fire-
fighting vehicles were not
present on the spot.

Apart from this, retail
traders and wholesalers
are doing business of
flammable material open-
ly in many places of the
city. On behalf of the sys-
tem in-charge Shravan
Gabhane, it was told that
the shop has been allotted
to the shopkeepers by
liming only and arrange-
ments for security and
convenience will be made
from tomorrow. Keeping
in mind the public safety,
according to the guide

line issued by the govern-
ment, the cracker shop
should not be made of
any inflammable materi-
al like cloth, tent etc, but
by ductile material. The
use of any type of oil
lamp, gas lamp and open
electric light should be
banned for lighting in
cracker shops and any
fireworks display within
50 meters from the crack-
er shop should be
banned.

Joints in electrical
wiring should not be
open and each master
switch should be fitted
with a fuse or circuit
breaker, which would au-
tomatically shut off the
current in the event of a
short circuit. There
should also be arrange-
ment of 200 meter capaci-
ty drums with buckets at
some intervals in front of
the shops and the fire
fighting vehicle can be
made available for stand-
by duty from 7:00 PM to
10:00 PM as per availabili-
ty.

But as per information,
none of the above rules
are being followed by the
municipality nor by the
shopkeepers.

Firecracker 
shops bypassing

safety rules 

Elephant calf killed, herd tramples man to death 
13 people held for killing elephant calf
Forest authorities have arrested 12 people and detained a minor boy for allegedly killing

an elephant calf and burying the carcass in a paddy farm in Korba district, officials said on

Sunday. As per preliminary investigation, the accused spotted the elephant calf at the

farm in Bania village under Pasan forest range on October 18 and allegedly poisoned it to

death the next day. They buried the carcass in the farm to hide the crime, Katghora

Divisional Forest Officer Premlata Yadav said. Acting on a tip-off, forest personnel

exhumed the carcass of the jumbo from the farm in Bania village on October 20 following

which an investigation was launched into its killing, she said. Forest personnel found that

paddy had been planted freshly on the patch of land where the carcass was buried to cover

up the killing, she said. A case was registered for the offence under provisions of the

Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. So far, 12 people, including the owner of the farm where

the animal carcass was buried, have been arrested and a 16-year-old boy detained from

the village in this connection, Yadav said. The official also said that during interrogation,

the accused told the police about their role in the crime. Efforts are on to trace the main

accused, who is a member of the Pasan janpad panchayat, she added.

Pithora, Oct 23:

SP Mahasamund organ-
ised public awareness
through screeing of traffic
albums and film videos
with help of ‘Anjor Rath
mobile thana’ at Govt
Girl’s HS School Pithora
and Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora under the
‘Hamar Beti, Hamar
maan’ and ‘Jindagi na mi-
legi dubara’, here on

Wednesday.
As per  instructions

from the SP Bhojram Patel
(IPS) and Addl. SP Aakash
Rao, DSP (Traffic) Rajesh
Dewangan, SDM (Pithora)
Prem Lal Sahu, Traffic in-
charge Indrabhushan
Singh, Pithora TI Rakesh
Khuteshwar ad Principal
Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora
Shivcharan Tiwari and
Principals Govt. Girl’s

School Sukh Singh Diwan,
and teachers Ramesh
Shrivastava, constable
Mihir Bisi, Vrindavan
Bhoi, Ghanshaym Nirala
team organised this
awareness programme.

An awareness was creat-
ed among the students of
the school and college by
special constable master
blaster trainer Manoj
Dadsena and police under
the above titles. The stu-

dents were advised not to
drive two wheeler without
helmet and no four-wheel-
ers without seat belts.
They were also advised
not to drive at high speed
and avoid three on two-
wheeler, ensure strict traf-
fic rules and signals and
do not drive any vehicle
without any licence and
should always try to help
the injured persons in any
accidents and dial 112 and
108 for first-aid help. The
girls were als asked to
download ‘Mahila
Abhivyakti App’ and in
this information about all
women-related crimes has
been given and career
guidance has also being
provided in it.

They were also apprised
about sports discipline,
how to improve upon
skills along with studies
and other subjects.

Police department conducts awareness prog
 Under ‘Hamar Beti,

Hamar Maan’ in Girl’s

School and College

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  OOcctt  2233::  ED raids in
the capital city have heated up
the politics in the state with main
Opposition BJP is charging gov-
ernment with corrupt officials
and the Congress protecting
them. There is war-of-words
between former CM Dr Raman
Singh and CM Bhupesh Baghel in
this regard and the later has went
onto the extent of demanding
public apology and warned to file
case of defamation against him if
he fails to do so. On the other
hand, with issuing of a press note
by ED saying that they have
seized Rs 6.50 cr and now the BJP
is targetting those in power and
in governance in the state.

Speaking to media persons, BJP
leaders have demanded termina-
tion of IAS officers found corrupt
and involved in it. BJP Pichada
Varg National V-P and ex-MP
Chandulal Sahu charged that at
one place where the state gov-
ernment is not having funds to
back the schemes, on the other,
they have crossed all limits of
corruption with government pro-
tection. He termed it as black
chapter in the history of
Chhattisgarh.  V-P Pichada Varg
(BJP) said that ED in its press
note has mentioned about seizure
of cash, jewellery and property
worth crores  and after which CM
should tender resignation and
questioned whether CM Baghel
would beg an apology acting as
hindrance in path of development
in the state. He also questioned
as to why no action has been
taken against the corrupt officials
found with unaccounted income
and why no termination order has
been issued till date. On moral
ground, Sahu said that Congress
party should take strict action
against the corrupt officials and
political leaders.

Cong protecting corrupt
officials, alleges Sahu

Rajim, Oct 23:

The local administra-
tion has given permis-
sion to open a fire-
cracker shop in the
city’s fair ground for 5
days and it  was told
that from October 21 to
25, firecracker shops
are being operated,
after which the shops
in the fair ground will
be closed.

This time a total of
twenty one shops have
been decorated, in
which dif ferent types
of firecrackers are
being sold but the star
attraction among the
firwcrackers is the
Match Rifle, which has
the specialty that in-
stead of a bullet, a
match stick is put in it,
and as soon as the trig-
ger is pressed, sound of
a burst giving spark
comes.

As per sale records,
shopkeepers said that
this time their price
has increased by 30 to
40% and the ever-in-
creasing inflation did
not af fect the fire-
cracker business.

Vijay Mahobia, the op-
erator of a firecracker
shop present said that
this time the cus-
tomers are coming in
very less number to
shop, anyway the ad-
ministration gave a
discount for only 5
days, which will affect
the business.On the
other hand,
Shatrughan Dhivar,
for mer vice-president
of Nagar Panchayat
and chairman of Maa
Mahamaya Sheetla
M a n a g e m e n t
Committee, told that
the concern about the
protection of the envi-
ronment is from chil-
dren to elders, that’s
why it is bent to cele-
brate the festival well
by bursting fewer fire-
crackers. It has to be
told that on Thursday,
the local administra-
tion, including
Tehsildar, station in-
charge, SDOP, CMO of
Nagar Panchayat, had
arrived to inspect the
firecracker shops; they
found the security re-
lated and the docu-
ments correct.

Match rifle cracker
in demand in 

firecracker shops
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India and Net Zero
Carbon Emissions
India is shooting arrows

in the dark with regard to
the goal it has set to
achieve zero net carbon
emissions by 2070. India is
still heavily dependent on
coal which is the largest
contributor to carbon
emissions in the country.
The Delhi NCR region has
recently decided to phase
out coal starting the first
day of 2023, which will go
a long way in achieving
the almost unassailable
goal India has set for itself.
India has only about 8
years to achieve a smaller
goal it has set which is to
bring down carbon emis-
sions by 1 billion tonnes
by 2030. The problem
which is in front of the
government is the 130 bil-
lion Indians who do not
accept anything new
when they are comfort-
able with something. So,
making renewable
sources of energy attrac-
tive to the population
would be a herculean task
for the government ahead.
Though the goal looks im-
possible, it is not un-
achievable as India by
2070 will be a much richer
country with a healthy
per capita income which
will allow it to be more
flexible in its spending
choices and will have a
healthier economy and
would not be hesitant in
cashing for green energy.
India can also be a hub for
all these renewable re-
sources as it has immense
potential in churning out
green energy which will
be the need of the world
by 2050. If India can be
self-sufficient in green en-
ergy it will not only be
beneficial for the goal it
has set but also this will
bring in a revenue of 500
billion dollars. India will
have to take baby steps to-
wards a clean and green
energy future and this
will in turn change the de-
pendence of the country
on coal and oil.
Noopur Baruah, Tezpur

Kharge’s new job
It does look like Kharge

will be at the helm of the
party, but the Gandhis will
not loosen their grip. What
else could explain Kharge
saying that he would have
no shame in taking the ad-
vice and support of the
Gandhi family in running
the party’s affairs? It im-
plies that he may also be
remote-controlled from 10,
Janpath, like the former
PM, Dr Manmohan Singh.
Kharge’s new challenges
include exercising full
control over the party’s in-
ternal bickerings and sav-
ing the sinking political
ship by turning the extant
adverse political tide in
the party’s favour during
the forthcoming state
Assembly polls and the
2024 General Election. It
may be easier said than
done.

Kumar Gupt, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Customers buys artificial flowers outside the Ghazipur wholesale flower market on the eve of Diwali festival, in New Delhi, Sunday, Oct. 23.

DIWALI RUSH

F ormer UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and former finance
Minister Rishi Sunak appeared to be leading potential con-

tenders to replace British Premier Liz Truss as candidates were busy
canvassing support to become Conservative Party leader in a fast-
tracked contest. After 45 stormy days in office, Truss resigned. Those
who want to replace her must secure 100 votes from Conservative
lawmakers to run in a contest, which  the  party  hopes  will  reset  its
ailing fortunes. With opinion polls suggesting the Conservatives
would be all but wiped out if a national election were held now, the
race is on to become the fifth British premier in six years. The winner
will be announced next week. In what would be an extraordinary
comeback, Johnson, who was ousted by his lawmakers in July but re-
mains popular with party members, was being touted alongside
Sunak as a likely candidate. Britain's shortest-lived prime minister,
Truss quit after  her  economic  plans  were  rejected  by investors, hit-
ting the pound and pushing up borrowing costs, forcing a U-turn
under a new finance minister after she sacked her closest political
ally. The Conservative Party has a big majority in Parliament and need
not call a nationwide election for another two years, but opposition
parties have said that voters should now be given a say. The outgoing
Prime Minister said she had come  in to  office  at  a  time  of  signifi-
cant international and economic instability, with families and busi-
nesses worried about how they would pay their bills. She said she was
elected by the Conservative Party with a mandate to fix the “low
growth” that was holding the UK back, by lowering taxes and return-
ing to high growth.Truss’s departure is the final blow to the current
government, which has seen several high-profile resignations in re-
cent days. Former Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng was compelled to step
down following a botched mini-budget that had rattled markets.
Then,   Home   Secretary   Suella Braverman resigned, ostensibly be-
cause she had not followed security protocols while sending an email.
However, in her publicly posted letter she had said that she had “con-
cerns” about the government’s “direction”. Shortly after Truss quit,
reports emerged that former British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was
planning a return to No.10. Johnson believed it was in the “national in-
terest”. It was Johnson being ousted from office in early July that had
set off a contest through August that brought Truss to her leadership
role after she won a majority of some 1,60,000 votes from
Conservative members. The names of several contenders from the
August race have resurfaced, including former Chancellor Rishi
Sunak, who had resigned from Johnson’s Cabinet, unlike Truss, who
had stayed on as Foreign Secretary. Sunak’s “disloyalty” to Johnson
was a factor in his loss to Truss in the summer and it is a challenge he
will still need to overcome in any intra-party contest. Other names
doing the rounds  included  Leader  of  the  House  of Commons Penny
Mordaunt, Ms. Braverman, Defence Secretary Ben Wallace and
International Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch.This is the shortest peri-
od in office of any British leader. Truss is the fourth PM to have been
ejected by her own party within six years, which gives some indication
of how deeply divided the Conservative Party is.

Would you think it weird if I
refused to travel on Sundays
that fall on the 22nd day of the
month? How about if I lobbied
the homeowner association in
my high-rise condo to skip the
22nd floor, jumping from the
21st to 23rd? It's highly unusu-
al to fear 22 so, yes, it would be
appropriate to see me as a bit
odd. But what if, in just my
country alone, more than 40
million people shared the
same baseless aversion? That's
how many Americans admit it
would bother them to stay on
one particular floor in high-
rise hotels: the 13th.

According to the Otis
Elevator Co, for every building
with a floor numbered "13," six
other buildings pretend to not
have one, skipping right to 14.
Many Westerners alter their
behaviours on Friday the 13th.
Of course bad things do some-
times happen on that date, but
there's no evidence they do so
disproportionately. As a sociol-
ogist specialising in social psy-
chology and group processes,
I'm not so interested in individ-
ual fears and obsessions. What
fascinates me is when millions
of people share the same mis-
conception to the extent that it
affects behaviour on a broad
scale. Such is the power of 13.
Origins of the superstition

The source of 13's bad repu-
tation "triskaidekaphobia" is
murky and speculative. The
historical explanation may be

as simple as its chance juxta-
position with lucky 12. Joe
Nickell investigates paranor-
mal claims for the Committee
for Skeptical Inquiry, a non-
profit that scientifically exam-
ines controversial and extraor-
dinary claims. He points out
that 12 often represents "com-
pleteness": the number of
months in the year, gods on
Olympus, signs of the zodiac
and apostles of Jesus.
Thirteen contrasts with this
sense of goodness and perfec-
tion. The number 13 may be as-
sociated with some famous but
undesirable dinner guests. In
Norse mythology, the god Loki
was 13th to arrive at a feast in
Valhalla, where he tricked an-
other attendee into killing the
god Baldur. In Christianity,
Judas the apostle who be-
trayed Jesus was the 13th
guest at the Last Supper. But
the truth is, socio-cultural
processes can associate bad
luck with any number.

When the conditions are
favourable, a rumour or super-
stition generates its own social
reality, snowballing like an
urban legend as it rolls down
the hill of time. In Japan, 9 is
unlucky, probably because it
sounds similar to the Japanese
word for "suffering." In Italy,
it's 17. In China, 4 sounds like
"death" and is more actively
avoided in everyday life than
13 is in Western culture includ-
ing a willingness to pay higher
fees to avoid it in cellphone
numbers. And though 666 is
considered lucky in China,
many Christians around the
world associate it with an evil
beast described in the biblical
Book of Revelation. There is
even a word for an intense fear
of 666: hexakosioihexekonta-
hexaphobia.

Social and psychological 
explanations

There are many kinds of
specific phobias, and people

hold them for a variety of psy-
chological reasons. They can
arise from direct negative ex-
periences fearing bees after
being stung by one, for exam-
ple. Other risk factors for de-
veloping a phobia include
being very young, having rela-
tives with phobias, having a
more sensitive personality
and being exposed to others
with phobias. Part of 13's rep-
utation may be connected to a
feeling of unfamiliarity, or
"felt sense of anomaly," as it is
called in the psychological lit-
erature.

In everyday life, 13 is less
common than 12. There's no
13th month, 13-inch ruler, or
13 o'clock. By itself a sense of
unfamiliarity won't cause a
phobia, but psychological re-
search shows that we favour
what is familiar and dis-
favour what is not. This
makes it easier to associate 13
with negative attributes.
People also may assign dark
attributes to 13 for the same
reason that many believe in
"full moon effects." Beliefs
that the full moon influences
mental health, crime rates,
accidents and other human
calamities have been thor-
oughly debunked. Still, when
people are looking to confirm
their beliefs, they are prone
to infer connections between
unrelated factors.

For example, having a car
accident during a full moon,
or on a Friday the 13th, makes
the event seem all the more
memorable and significant.
Once locked in, such beliefs
are very hard to shake. Then
there are the potent effects of
social influences. It takes a vil-
lage or Twitter to make fears
coalesce around a particular
harmless number. The emer-
gence of any superstition in a
social group fear of 13, walk-
ing under ladders, not step-
ping on a crack, knocking on

wood, etc. is not unlike the
rise of a "meme." Although
now the term most often
refers to widely shared online
images, it was first introduced
by biologist Richard Dawkins
to help describe how an idea,
innovation, fashion or other
bit of information can diffuse
through a population.

A meme, in his definition,
is similar to a piece of genet-
ic code: It reproduces itself
as it is communicated among
people, with the potential to
mutate into alternative ver-
sions of itself. The 13 meme
is a simple bit of information
associated with bad luck. It
resonates with people for rea-
sons given above, and then
spreads throughout the cul-
ture. Once acquired, this
piece of pseudo-knowledge
gives believers a sense of
control over the evils associ-
ated with it.

False beliefs, true 
consequences

Groups concerned with pub-
lic relations seem to feel the
need to kowtow to popular su-
perstitions. Perhaps owing to
the near-tragic Apollo 13 mis-
sion, NASA stopped sequen-
tially numbering space shuttle
missions, dubbing the 13th
shuttle flight STS-41-G. In
Belgium, complaints from su-
perstitious passengers led
Brussels Airlines to revamp its
logo in 2006. It had been a "b"-
like image made of 13 dots.
The airline added a 14th. Like
many other airlines, its planes'
row numbering skips 13.
Because superstitious beliefs
are inherently false, they are
as likely to do harm as good
consider health frauds, for ex-
ample. I'd like to believe influ-
ential organisations perhaps
even elevator companies
would do better to warn the
public about the dangers of
clinging to false beliefs than to
continue legitimising them.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Diwali, the festival of lights, is a
time of celebration and a time for re-
flection.  It also coincides with the
heart-warming practice of exchanging
sweetmeats with neighbours, friends
and extended family. This kind act is to
strengthen bonds with neighbours,
friends and relatives.  It brings the
community together. It also inculcates
in participants the sense of joy associ-
ated with giving.  And by doing it in
times of joy, such as Diwali, it strength-
ens our inclination to give others in
times of need. It brings together peo-
ple of all religion to enjoy the celebra-
tion. Diwali is not just about illuminat-
ing houses and paths.  Persons must
ignite the divine light within and let its
radiate outward, so that it touches all
those we come across. 

Diwali is celebrated for many rea-
sons; but the most commonly known
reason is to celebrate the day Sri
Rama, Sitaji, and Lakshman returned
from their exile of 14 years in the for-
est – symbolizing a win of goodness

over evil. By Hindu calendar, it also
marks the start of the New Year calen-
dar. In fact, Diwali is considered so
auspicious that it is celebrated with
families and friends over five days. The
Sanskrit word “Deepavali” means “an
array of lights” and signifies the victo-
ry of brightness over darkness. It
means a row of lights and indeed illu-
mination forms its main attraction.
Dhanteras festival has got its name
from two words 'Dhan' meaning
wealth and 'Teras' that means thir-
teenth. The auspicious occasion of
Dhanteras holds an important place in
Business community of India and cele-
brated with utmost divinity and enthu-
siasm. Lakshmi - the goddess of
wealth, fortune, power, luxury, beauty,
fertility, and auspiciousness holds the
promise of material fulfillment and
contentment. In many households,
gold and money is worshipped with
reverence; new account books are
opened in business houses for the new
fiscal year and old ones wound
up.Many Hindus would have already
cleaned their place of abode which ac-

cording to tradition welcomes the god-
dess of wealth which is also associated
with the festival.   Historically, the ori-
gin of Diwali can be traced back to an-
cient India, when it was probably an
important harvest festival. The excite-
ment and celebratory spirit that Diwali
brings is unmatchable. Celebrating
Diwali with friends and family has its
own charm.Diwali, the festival of
lights, celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs and
Jains in India and around the world, is
dedicated to the triumph of goodness
over evil and knowledge over igno-
rance. It honours the goddess of
wealth, Lakshmi, and the legend of
Rama and Sita. Festivities include dec-
orating houses and public spaces with
thousands of lights, candles and

colourful designs. Fireworks, family
gathering and gift giving also form
part of the celebrations. The Hindu
festival which signify the victory of
good over evil. During this tenure,
thousands of years ago Hindu’s saw
return of Lord Rama back in the
princely state of Ayodhya after crush-
ing Ravana in Sri Lankan area. The bat-
tle was iconic, mammoth and involved
good forces of heavenly bodies, super-
natural spirits and blessings of mother
goddess – Durga over powerful de-
monic forces of Ravana and his associ-
ates. The growing ethnic and cultural
diversity of Hindu religion throughout
the world provides the opportunity to
participate in the celebrations and rit-
uals of Diwali festival that enhances
the feelings of being part of a close-
knit group of Indians. Most Diwali cele-
brations around the world focus on
family and friends and it is a time to
reflect on the past and envision for a
future, perhaps, in a world where peo-
ple live together in harmony. Outside
India also, as Diwali approaches, peo-
ple clean their home to escape bad

luck in the upcoming year and families
gather for a feast and stay up late, cel-
ebrating with the help of crackers and
sweets. They believe that the Hindu
goddess of good luck visits homes that
are brightly lit. Children make “diyas”
which are small clay lamps to light and
bring the good luck goddess to their
home so they can receive new clothes
and toys. One family may have many
thousand of these little diyas decorat-
ing their home. 

The Hindu festival which signify the
victory of good over evil. During this
tenure, thousands of years ago Hindu’s
saw return of Lord Rama back in the
princely state of Ayodhya after crush-
ing Ravana in Sri Lankan area. The bat-
tle was iconic, mammoth and involved
good forces of heavenly bodies, super-
natural spirits and blessings of mother
goddess – Durga over powerful de-
monic forces of Ravana and his associ-
ates. Let us enjoy your life and always
remember “Life comes once only. No
retake/replay/rewind/ once more. One
should enjoy it. Be happy and keep
others happy too.”

Diwali burns all bad times and enter us in good times 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Kajal Chatterjee

S ince centuries India has held aloft the light of liberalism, tolerance,
humanity,  harmony and unity in diversity” – perhaps one of the most

commented sentences.  Indeed if it is true, then why full-fledged citizens of
this very land had been rendered as “untouchable” and administered inhu-
man torture and violence and discrimination since centuries(with the poison
still thriving in many regions). What about a series of communal riots or
pogroms continuing since ages including gory partition of erstwhile British-
administered India! Violence in the name of language race and states
were/are not uncommon. So the fact remains that still we have to walk many
many miles  before truly doing justice to India’s lofty humanitarian descrip-
tion. Mere sharing a politically demarcated map is not enough, psychological
unity  remains the key of real integrity. And that brings us to another com-
ment hardly based on reality.  “Let the  darkness of evil get burnt and a new
light of goodness emerge” --- perhaps one of the most repeated lines revolv-
ing the spirit of Diwali (actually the most abused line).  Will we just stop a bit
and indulge in a bit of introspection and contemplation? Now celebration of
Diwali is not a recent phenomenon, rather a tradition thriving since centuries
involving generation after generation rendering it perhaps the most pan-
Indian festival.  Yet how can darkness afford to stand ground that too with
full flow! Racism to communalism to casteism to violent separatism to cor-
ruption to land grabbing to red tapism to muscle flexing to trafficking to
child exploitation to human bondage to sexual atrocities to torture of the
strong upon the weak --- sheer darkness all around! Also darkness invades
our mind through silly superstitions and Taliban-resembling intolerance to-
wards all things “Other”. And physical emotional psychological economic vi-
olence and exploitation happen right within homes or families also. Rather it
is often seen to be knocking out all norms of sanity and goodness from the
ring with a series of punches, hooks, jabs and upper as well as lower cuts.b
After all, at the end of the day it is not Diwali night; rather human beings will
have to play the greatest role behind removal of darkness of evil. At best
they can draw the spirit of Diwali to achieve it, but concrete action needs to
be taken by us only promoting the mere theory to a practical entity. Thus it
can be easily concluded that we are not walking the talk reducing the much
highlighted spirit of Diwali into a bankrupt rhetoric or farce.  As a matter of
fact on the very night of “removal of darkness”, we are at our devilish “best”!
Right from early evening till dead of night, atrocious sound-emitting crack-
ers reverberate throughout the horizon. What a barbaric torture upon the
sick, senior citizens infants and domestic animals! Less said about environ-
mental pollution the better. Moreover these crackers also serve as a great
avenue to display monetary muscle --- who explode the maximum amount of
crackers or whose sound is most ear-shattering heart-splitting. And not to
forget that a lot of tears and sighs are also embedded within these crackers
which are made through the hard toil of severely exploited child laborers ---
the innocent vulnerable ones being made to slave day in and day out in the
most unfriendly dangerous conditions.  Don't it hurt our conscience a bit. If
we learn to visualise the tears and utter helplessness of those hapless kids
before bursting a firecracker, we will certainly succeed in desisting our-
selves from reaching out to the match box. If all people are inspired to not
sponsor the industries which exploit children, the units are bound to suffer
an immense financial loss compelling them to refrain from exploitation of
children. And instead of being merely rhetoric, different welfare schemes
need to be urgently launched for the rescued children. Apart from the rheto-
ric of gigantic statues or Bullet Trains, even Space/Moon/Mars missions can
wait; at first human dignity and child welfare needs to be ensured.  To eradi-
cate the dreaded policy of apartheid, the world did not wage a war with
arms against South Africa. Instead, the international community merely boy-
cotted the country from every affair. Along with the struggle of Nelson
Mandela, the tactics of boycott also played a great role in putting an end to
the apartheid regime. Similarly, the inhuman fire cracker industry can also
be taught a lesson if we refuse to get lured by the “joy” of bursting crackers
and instead learn to boycott it.  It is high time we learn to respect Diwali by
awarding its due through practical significance i.e. literally removing  dark-
ness from all corners of the society including our minds.

Let there be Light

Why is 13 considered unlucky?

UK braces for third 
PM in three months

BARRY MARKOVSKY
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Best Agrolife
New Delhi: Agro
chemicals firm Best
Agrolife Ltd has
clocked an over five-
fold jump in its consol-
idated net profit at Rs
129.81 crore for the
quarter ended
September on higher
sales. Its net profit
stood at Rs 25.18 crore
in the year-ago period,
the company said in a
statement. Total in-
come also more than
doubled to Rs 701.17
crore in the second
quarter of this fiscal
year from Rs 324.71
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the previous year.

DLF 
New Delhi: Realty
major DLF Ltd’s sales
bookings rose 62 per
cent year-on-year dur-
ing the April-
September period to
Rs 4,092 crore on bet-
ter demand for its
housing properties. Its
sales bookings stood
at Rs 2,526 crore in the
first half of the previ-
ous financial year, ac-
cording to an in-
vestors presentation
by the firm. DLF Ltd
has given guidance of
sales bookings at Rs
8,000 crore for the cur-
rent 2022-23 financial
year, a 10 per cent in-
crease from the previ-
ous fiscal.

Samsung India
profit falls 5 pc

New Delhi: Samsung
India Electronics’
profit after tax for
FY22 fell 4.86 per cent
to Rs 3,844.40 crore,
while its revenue from
operations went up
8.65 per cent to Rs
82,451.60 crore, said
data accessed by busi-
ness intelligence plat-
form Tofler. The elec-
tronic major had re-
ported a PAT (profit
after tax) of Rs 4,040.80
crore and its revenue
from operations was
at Rs 75,886.30 crore
for the financial year
that ended on March
31, 2021. Samsung
India’s EBITDA
(Earnings before in-
terest, taxes, deprecia-
tion, and amortisa-
tion) was almost flat at
Rs 7,081.80 crore in the
latest FY22 as against
Rs 7,093.40 crore.

Cashew exports 
New Delhi:

Contracting for the
last eleven months, the
country’s cashew ex-
ports contracted by 38
per cent to USD 22.71
million in September
succumbing to intense
competition in the in-
ternational markets.
The exports have been
declining since
November last year,
according to the data
of the commerce min-
istry. The data showed
that the exports
dipped by 34 per cent
in April, about 30 per
cent in May, about 6
per cent in June, 26.62
per cent in 
July and 31.5 per cent
in August.

Borosil
Renewables

New Delhi: India’s
first solar glass manu-
facturer Borosil
Renewables Ltd has
acquired 86 per cent
stake in Europe’s
largest solar glass
manufacturer
Interfloat Group for
an undisclosed sum of
money. “With its ac-
quisition of the
Interfloat Group,
BRL’s solar glass man-
ufacturing capacity
will grow to 750
tonnes per day from
the current 450 TPD,
an increase of 66 per
cent,” the company
said in a statement.

OLIVE HARVEST

Palestinian youth, wearing traditional embroidered dresses, pick olives during a ceremony marking the start
of the olive harvest season in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on October 23.

DIWALI FLOWER MARKET

Vendors selling flowers wait for customers at a market ahead of upcoming Diwali festival, in Agra, Sunday,
Oct. 23.

Bengaluru, Oct 23 (PTI):

London-based satellite
communications compa-
ny Network Access
Associated Limited
(OneWeb) on Sunday said
its partnership with ISRO
and the space agency’s
commercial arm NSIL
demonstrated its commit-
ment to provide connec-
tivity across the length
and breadth of India by
2023.

From Ladakh to
Kanyakumari and
Gujarat to Arunachal
Pradesh, OneWeb will
bring secured solutions
not only to enterprises but
also to towns, villages,
municipalities and
schools, including the
hardest-to-reach areas
across the country, it said.

“OneWeb’s commit-
ment to enhance connec-
tivity in India is backed by
Bharti Global, its largest
investor,” the company

said in a statement.
OneWeb confirmed the

successful deployment of
36 satellites launched by
NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL), the commercial
arm of Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO), from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC- SHAR) in
Sriharikota.

“This launch by ISRO
and NSIL is one of the
biggest commercial or-
ders by India’s premier
space organisation, and
the first using the LVM3
rocket,” OneWeb noted.
The lift-off took place on
Sunday at 12.07 am.

OneWeb’s satellites sep-
arated successfully from
the rocket and were dis-
pensed in nine phases
over a period of one hour
and 15 minutes, with sig-
nal acquisition on all 36
satellites confirmed.

This is OneWeb’s 14th
launch, bringing the con-

stellation to 462 satellites.
This launch represents
more than 70 per cent of
its planned 648 low earth
orbit (LEO) satellite fleet
that it said will deliver
high-speed, low-latency
connectivity worldwide.

With only four more
launches to go, OneWeb
said it remains on track to
activate global coverage in
2023, while its connectivi-
ty solutions are already
live in regions north of 50-
degrees latitude.

“This (Sunday’s launch)
will pave way for more
launches in the future.
The interaction with
OneWeb was so seamless,
right from the receipt of
the satellites until injec-
tion,”, ISRO Chairman S
Somanath was quoted as
saying.

Executive Chairman of
OneWeb Sunil Bharti
Mittal said today’s launch
is a significant milestone
for OneWeb.

Committed to provide connectivity
across India by 2023: OneWeb

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) mem-
ber Ashima Goyal has at-
tributed the rise in tax
collections to demonetisa-
tion and said that it will
help the nation move to-
wards the ideal situation
where low taxes are
levied on a large base.

On November 8, 2016,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the de-
monetisation of old Rs
1,000 and Rs 500 ban-
knotes and one of the key
objectives of the unprece-
dented decision was to
curb black money flows
and promote digital pay-
ments.

Noting that demoneti-
sation had short-term
costs but some long-term
benefits, Goyal said it en-

hanced digitisation and
formalization in the econ-
omy and reduced tax eva-
sion, although all this has
further to go.

“It contributed to the
buoyancy in taxes the
country is benefitting
from today. This helps us
move towards the ideal of
low tax rates on a large

base,” she told PTI. The
tax department on
October 9 said that the
gross collection of tax on
corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly
24 per cent so far in the
current fiscal year to Rs
8.98 lakh crore.

GST collections re-
mained above Rs 1.40 lakh
crore for the seventh
month in a row at Rs 1.47
lakh crore in September,
a 26 per cent increase
over last year, reflecting
buoyancy in tax collec-
tion.

However, earlier this
month former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
said that the BJP’s poli-
cies of demonetisation,
GST and farm laws are
weapons aimed at India’s
poor and small business-
men.

Demonetisation behind the buoyancy 
in tax collections, says RBI MPC member

RBI Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC)
member Ashima Goyal 

Mumbai, Oct 23 (PTI):

The Sajjan Jindal-led
JSW Group is foraying
into the lending space with
an investment of up to Rs
400 crore in a captive non-
bank lender housed in its
e-commerce arm, a senior
official has said. The non-
bank finance company
(NBFC) will be a sub-
sidiary of the JSW One
Platforms (JSWOP) and
will be doing purchase fi-
nance for buyers on the
newly started e-commerce
arm, Gaurav Sachdeva, the
chief executive of JSWOP,
told PTI in a recent inter-
action. Eventually, the
NBFC can help out other
companies in group like
cements, steel or paints by
offering financing solu-
tions, Sachdeva, who has
worked in the financial

services space earlier, said.
Sachdeva said at present,
the micro, small and medi-
um enterprises which
form JSWOP’s clientele
are not served by the bank-
ing sector as well as they
should be, and hence, the
USD 22 billion JSW Group
felt a need to enter the
space. He said JSWOP will

invest around Rs 350-400
crore in the NBFC over the
next two years, and the
same is a part of an overall
USD 4,000 crore capital in-
vestment plan outlined for
the e-commerce business
by FY27. “It will only be e-
commerce customers who
will get the financing. We
are building a captive

(NBFC)..its part of the e-
commerce business, it is
not an independent go to
market company,”
Sachdeva said.

The group has already
incorporated the financial
services company within
JSWOP and christened it
as JSW One Finance Ltd,
he said, adding that the
company will approach the
RBI for a license to work as
a non-deposit taking NBFC
in the last quarter of FY23,
and hopes to get the regu-
latory nod in 7-9 months
after that. “On the credit
front, if we have to extend
it to the JSW Group at
some point of time, we will
be (open). It will require
more capital,” he said,
adding that this is the
maiden foray into the fi-
nancial services space for
the group.

Sajjan Jindal’s JSW Group to foray into lending
with Rs 400 cr investment in captive NBFC

Sajjan Jindal

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

Bombay Dyeing &
Manufacturing Company
Ltd said it will move to the
Securities Appellate
Tribunal against the
Sebi’s ruling that barred
the company, its promot-
ers from the securities
markets for up to two
years. Sebi, in its order,
barred 10 entities, includ-
ing Bombay Dyeing and its
promoters — Nusli N
Wadia, Ness Wadia and
Jehangir Wadia— from
the securities markets for
up to two years and levied
a fine totalling Rs 15.75
crore on them for involv-
ing in fraudulent scheme
of misrepresenting the
company’s financial state-
ments. Others banned and
penalised by Sebi are —
Scal Services Ltd, a Wadia

Group company, its then
directors — D S Gagrat, N
H Datanwala Shailesh
Karnik, R
Chandrasekharan — and
Durgesh Mehta, who was
Joint Managing Director
and Chief Financial
Officer of Bombay Dyeing.
In a statement, a Bombay
Dyeing spokesperson said
that the company will be
exercising its statutory
right to appeal this order
and believes it would get

justice and stand vindicat-
ed. The company said it is
in receipt of Sebi’s order
making remarks about fi-
nalised accounts dating
back to a decade ago. In
essence, the regulator has
sought to interpret ac-
counting standards and
the depiction of validly
prepared, approved and
properly presented un-
qualified accounts be-
tween F.Y. 2011-12 and F.Y.
2018-19.

Bombay Dyeing to move SAT
against Sebi ruling in mkt ban case

BBhhooppaall,,  OOcctt  2233::    

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
Limited (Glenmark), an inno-
vation-driven global pharma-
ceutical company, became the
first to launch Teneligliptin
(20mg) + Dapagliflozin
(5mg/10mg) fixed dose com-
bination (FDC) for the treat-
ment of adult patients with
type 2 diabetes, especially the
ones with comorbidities.
Marketed under the brand
name Zita D; it contains
Teneligliptin (20mg) +
Dapagliflozin (5 mg/10 mg),
and must be taken once daily
under prescription to improve
glycemic control & prevent
complications in adult
patients with type 2 diabetes,
especially the ones with
comorbidities. On the launch,
Alok Malik, EVP & Business
Head - India Formulations,
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals,
said, “Diabetes is growing in

India at an alarming rate, and
eight out of every ten diabetic
patients suffer from comor-
bidities. Glenmark being a
leader in the diabetes seg-
ment in India is proud to bring
Zita D, a well researched and
affordable fixed dose combi-
nation, which will significantly
improve the glycemic control
in adult patients suffering
from uncontrolled Type 2 dia-
betes, especially the ones with
comorbidities.” Glenmark has
a strong legacy of bringing
new and effective treatment
options for diabetic patients. 

In 2015, Glenmark revolu-
tionized diabetes treatment in
India by being the first to
launch the DPP4 inhibitor –
Teneligliptin, followed by a
fixed dose combination of
Teneligliptin + Metformin.
Earlier in 2022, Glenmark
launched Sitagliptin and its
FDCs, followed by
Lobeglitazone.

Glenmark launches Zita D for
adults with type 2 diabetes

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

The government and
state-owned insurer LIC,
who will continue to hold
significant shareholding
in IDBI Bank post its pri-
vatisation, will not veto
any proposals of the new
owner as part of their plan
to give the incoming pro-
moters a free hand, a sen-
ior official said.

The government earlier
this month invited bids for
the sale of 60.72 per cent
stake in IDBI Bank, which
is 45.48 per cent owned by
the government and 49.24
per cent by the Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC).

At Friday’s closing price
of Rs 44.30, IDBI Bank is
valued at Rs 47,633 crore
but the government is
looking for at least 30 per

cent markup in the sale.
At the current price,

sale of 61 per cent stake
would fetch about Rs
29,000 crore to the govern-
ment.

The official said post-
privatisation, the govern-
ment and LIC sharehold-
ing will come down to 34
per cent but they do not in-
tend to move in tandem to
block any special resolu-
tion proposed by the new
promoter.

This is with a view to as-
suaging the concerns of
investors.

“There should not be
any such concern. If we
are selling a 60.72 per cent
stake and transferring
management control, it
should be clear to in-
vestors that we are not in-
terested in controlling the
institution and hence will

not oppose any resolu-
tion,” the official said.

“We will give an assur-
ance on this at the RFP or
financial bids stage to the
qualified bidders for IDBI
Bank,” the official told
PTI.

There have been con-
cerns in some quarters
that the government and
LIC holding 34 per cent
stake in IDBI Bank after
its privatisation may act
as a deterrent for bidders
as a shareholder or a
group of shareholders to-
gether holding 25 per cent
or more of the shares can
effectively oppose a special
resolution.

Allaying such a con-
cern, the official said “if
that was the intent, then
we would not have gone
ahead with selling about
61 per cent stake.

No govt, LIC veto post 
privatisation of IDBI Bank

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

As many as 384 infra-
structure projects, each en-
tailing an investment of Rs
150 crore or more, have
been hit by cost overruns
of more than Rs 4.52 lakh
crore, as per a report.
According to the Ministry
of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation, which
monitors infrastructure
projects of Rs 150 crore and
above, out of 1,529 projects,
384 reported cost overruns
and as many as 662 projects
were delayed.

“Total original cost of im-
plementation of the 1529
projects was Rs 21,25,851.67
crore and their anticipated
completion cost is likely to
be Rs 25,78,197.18 crore,
which reflects overall cost
overruns of Rs
4,52,345.51crore (21.28% of

original cost),” the min-
istry’s latest report for
September 2022 said.

According to the report,
the expenditure incurred
on these projects till
September 2022 was Rs
13,78,142.29 crore, or 53.45
per cent of the anticipated
cost of the projects.
However, the number of de-
layed projects decreases to
531 if delay is calculated on
the basis of latest schedule
of completion. Further, it
showed that for 603 projects,
neither the year of commis-
sioning nor the tentative
gestation period has been
reported. Out of the 662 de-
layed projects, 133 have
overall delays in the range
of 1-12 months, 124 have
been delayed for 13-24
months, 276 projects for 25-
60 months and 129 projects
have been delayed for 61
months and above.

384 infra projects show cost
overruns of Rs 4.52 lakh cr
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Sensational Kohli gets India home amid final-over mayhem
Melbourne, Oct 23 (PTI):

Virat Kohli owned the
grand stage with a knock
for the ages as he powered
India to an epic four-wick-
et over Pakistan in a heart-
stopping T20 World Cup
game, that unfolded at the
MCG 'amphitheatre'
which was packed with
90,000 boisterous fans,
here on Sunday.

King Kohli, as his fans
call him, conjured up a

magical and memorable
unbeaten 82-run knock to
anchor a chase of 160
which became tricky after
India were left in tatters at
31 for 4.

Hardik Pandya, the
most important cog in
India's T20 wheel, struck
40 off 37 balls in a partner-
ship of 113.

Kohli's ability to win
matches for India came
under the scanner due to a
prolonged lean patch and

the long lost conquerer of
bowling attack sang the
perfect redemption song
on the grandest stage.

It started in the 19th
over when he sent one
from Haris Rauf on his
hunches and pulled off
two back-to-back sixes.

Cricket indeed is a lev-
eller as Rauf, after 22
splendid deliveries bowled
two bad ones and it
changed the complexion of
the game. With 16 needed

off last six balls, Pandya
holed out off Mohammed
Nawaz's bowling and with
rule of crossover non exis-
tent, Dinesh Karthik faced
his first delivery and took
a single.

With 14 needed off three
balls, Nawaz's juicy full-
toss was dispatched for a
six over square leg and it
was called a no-ball after
deliberation by on-field
umpires. Nawaz, the hero
of Pakistan's Super 4 vic-

tory in the Asia Cup, by
then had lost his nerves.
After Karthik was
stumped by an alert
Mohammed Rizwan,
Nawaz bowled a wide and
Ravichandran Ashwin
scored the most important
boundary of his career.

'Chak De India' rever-
berating around the MCG
never sounded sweeter
and Kohli seemed numb.
He punched ground, took
a long walk back, showed

thumbs up to the crowd
having restored India's su-
premacy at a global event.
But the script could have
gone awry.

KL Rahul's struggles
against extreme pace and
his distinct lack of foot-
work, Rohit Sharma and
Suryakumar Yadav get-
ting out cheaply did upset
the rhythm that was set by
Pandya and Arshdeep
when they restricted
Pakistan to 159 for 8.



Ramshackle village school
gets new lease of life

Nagpur, Oct 23 (PTI): 

A dilapidated village
school in Maharashtra's
Nagpur district was trans-
formed into a modern fa-
cility thanks to the efforts
taken by young profes-
sionals and businessmen.

The primary school run
by Nagpur Zilla Parishad
at Sukali village of
Hingna taluka underwent
a major makeover after
two NGOs found out about
its poor condition, an offi-
cial said. Catering to 200
students of Classes 1 to 5
from three villages, the
school had only two class-
rooms and one non-func-

tional washroom for the
children, he said. Nagpur
Round Table-83 (NRT-83)
along with Bridge the Gap
Foundation came up with
the idea to provide the
best possible infrastruc-
ture and modern facilities
to the school.

The two NGOs found
out about the school in
January 2022 and decided
to build it afresh with
modern amenities, and
after completion of legal
formalities, the work
started the very next
month. The first phase
was completed and the
school was inaugurated
on October 9.

Kerala village on way to 100 %  literacy in Hindi
Kozhikode (Kerala), Oct 23 (PTI): 

Septuagenarian Janaki
Amma relishes her new-
found love for Hindi in a
small Kerala village, and
repeats the brief sentence
taught to her as part of an
effort by a panchayat to
achieve 100 per cent Hindi
literacy.

At a time when Kerala,
along with Tamil Nadu, is
opposing any attempts of
'Hindi imposition', and ne-
tizens engaging in heated
debates over the issue,
Janaki Amma is bowled
over by the articulation of
the sentence "Ek tandhi
andheri raat sadak pe ja
raha hai" (going down the
road on a cold dark night)
and the excited granny re-
peats several times what

the instructor taught her.
The need to communi-

cate with the sizeable mi-
grant worker population
in the village seems to be
the spark for such an ini-
tiative. The objective is to
declare Chelannur a com-
plete Hindi literate pan-
chayat, the first such civic
body in Kerala and proba-
bly the first in south India,
by Republic Day next year,
authorities in the
Congress-ruled Chellanur
village panchayat here
said.

The priority of the au-
thorities was to implement
a unique project with its
limited funds utilising the
human resource in the vil-
lage panchayat. But, the
practical reason that per-
suaded them to finalise the

Hindi literacy programme
was the huge presence of
migrant workers in the
panchayat.

Of course, long before a
Parliamentary panel's rec-
ommendations to make
Hindi the medium of in-
structions in higher educa-

tion institutions triggered
a political controversy in
the country and states like
Kerala and Tamil Nadu
strongly opposing the pro-
posal, the Chelannur vil-
lage panchayat launched
its efforts to turn itself
completely Hindi literate.

The 72-year-old Janaki
Amma used to repeat the
sentence every now and
then, maybe out of excite-
ment to learn something
new at the dusk of life, her
daughter Athmini, a neigh-
bourhood volunteer, said.

Like Janaki Amma,
hundreds of villagers, cut-
ting across age, gender and
educational barriers are
learning Hindi in the vil-
lage panchayat, where
there is a huge presence of
migrant workers from
northern states, for some
time as part of the civic
body's ambitious mission
to achieve 100 per cent lit-
eracy in the language.

The immense participa-
tion of people in the pro-
gramme was surely due to
the fact that the project

would help them equip
with basic Hindi skills to
communicate and deal
with the guest workers,
who are now an integral
part of their social life, au-
thorities said. Panchayat
president Nousheer P P
said the project targeted to
make every villager aged
between 20-70 years as
Hindi literate.

"There is no connection
between our project and
the recent controversy re-
garding Hindi. The concep-
tualisation and other basic
works of the project began
last year. Ahead of the
launch, a survey was con-
ducted to identify those
who are not well-versed in
Hindi and those who are
interested to learn the lan-
guage," he told PTI.

Touch and feel rare rocks,
crystals at unique museum

Pune, Oct 23 (PTI): 

A wide range of rocks,
crystals, minerals and fos-
sils are on display at a
newly-developed museum
in the campus of a city-
based premier engineering
institute, where people can
not just view but also touch
and handle these rare ex-
hibits. The 'Geology
Museum' opened last
month in the College of
Engineering Pune
Technological University
(COEPTU) in Shivajinagar
area in the heart of the city
provides an opportunity to
researchers, students and
amateur geologists alike to
handle and have a first-
hand experience of the geo-
logical treasure, which
comprises as many as

22,000 specimens. Housed
in a heritage structure
built in 1892, which used to
serve as a "principal's bun-
galow" during the British
era, the museum has sever-
al rarest of the rare rocks,
fossils, minerals and crys-
tals, which experts said in-
clude those formed first on
the Earth's crust, different
types of igneous, sedimen-

tary and metamorphic
rocks. "All these rocks,
minerals, fossils, etc were
collected during various
engineering geological
works and field excursions
from the Deccan Volcanic
Province and other engi-
neering and geological
sites across the country,
where COEP geological
team have worked.

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Balaknama, a newspa-
per being brought out by
Delhi's street children for
the last 18 years, is now
planning to go digital by
launching its YouTube
channel early next year.

Like the newspaper, the
YouTube channel will also
be completely run by the
street or slum-dwelling
young reporters of
Balaknama. They would
depict the struggles and
achievements of their fel-
low street children
through audio and videos
on the new platform.

"The YouTube channel
would be run by reporters
of Balaknama. We are
currently giving training
to these young reporters

on how to work on the vi-
sual medium. Besides, we
are teaching digital policy
to them, so the process
will take some time. We
will be able to launch the
platform by the end of
January," Sanjay Gupta,
Director at NGO 'Chetna',
told PTI.

Chetna (Childhood en-
hancement through train-
ing and action) funds the
printing of the newspa-
per. The YouTube channel
would be editorially inde-
pendent as the children
would take a call on what
goes in it on the lines of
the newspaper.

"Through this move, we
want to take the struggles
of street children to a
large number of people,"
Gupta added.

Balaknama, a unique
newspaper for and by
street-connected children,
came out with its first edi-
tion in 2003. At that time,
it used to be published
quarterly and after 2015 it
started publishing it on a
monthly basis. The news-

paper team consists of
young children who ei-
ther lived or presently
live in difficult circum-
stances.

Kishan, who is the 17-
year old editor of
Balaknama, himself
comes from a humble

background.
"I used to sell 'gutka', to-

bacco and betel leaves at a
kiosk after the death of
my father. Four years ago,
I got connected with
Chetna NGO that encour-
aged me towards studies,
and today I am the editor
of Balaknama newspaper.
The position has given me
respect," Kishan said.

The newspaper is an
outcome of neglect and
injustice to street and
working children across
the world. When children
did not find space among
adults, they decided to
pen down their issues and
glories, an attempt to
change people's percep-
tion and ensure identity,
dignity, and participation
of street children.

‘Ayurveda is India’s ancient
tradition and wealth’

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Ayurveda is India's an-
cient tradition and wealth
and it can be nurtured in
association with the peo-
ple living in forests, Union
Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda said on
Sunday.

He was speaking at the
7th Ayurveda Day event at
the Vigyan Bhawan which
saw participation of sever-
al dignitaries and experts.

On the occasion, a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing was signed between
the Ministry of Ayush and
the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs to explore the
areas of collaboration,
convergence and synergy
for tribal development

while preserving the tribal
culture heritage through
evidence-based planning
and capacity building.

This year's Ayurveda
Day was celebrated with
the theme "Har Din Har
Ghar Ayurveda" so as to
propagate benefits of

ayurveda to a larger and
grassroots community.

The six-week-long cele-
brations saw huge partici-
pation from across the
country, more than 5,000
events were organised by
institutes and councils of
the Ministry of Ayush
with the support of more
than 26 central ministries,
missions and embassies.

Munda, who was the
chief guest at the event,
said, "Ayurveda is India's
ancient tradition and
wealth. Ayurveda can be
nurtured in association
with the people living in
forests. Ayurveda is the
only medical science that
talks about prevention of
disease, not treatment
after getting sick."

‘Germany has not changed
its position on Kashmir’

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Germany on Sunday said
it has not changed its posi-
tion on Kashmir and the
"bilateral path" is the way
forward to resolve the
vexed issue, days after
India rejected a call by the
German and Pakistani for-
eign ministers for involv-
ing the United Nations for a
solution to it. German
Ambassador to India
Philipp Ackermann told
PTI in an interview that
there is no new German
policy on the Kashmir
issue and Berlin has been
sticking to what it always
maintained on the matter.

India reacted sharply
after German Foreign
Minister Annalena
Baerbock and her Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari at a joint press con-
ference in Berlin on
October 7 spoke about a

possible role by the UN to
resolve the Kashmir issue.
"Frankly, we were a little
surprised by the harshness
of the media. You know the
media and social media
were a bit harsh. We take
note of it. So, apparently,
the wording she used was
the reason for misunder-
standings," Ackermann

said. "But I want to make it
clear that Germany has not
changed its position on
Kashmir. We stay with our
very consistent position
that bilateral talks, the bi-
lateral path is the way for-
ward and she said that also
in the statement," he said.
The German envoy said his
country stands by what it

has been maintaining on
the issue. "I do not want to
be too exegetical on the
statement. But it is clear in
the statement. Therefore, I
hope to calm the
way...There is no new
German policy on this.
Basically, we stick to what
we always said in this con-
text," he said.

India has always been
maintaining that Kashmir
is its bilateral issue with
Pakistan and that there is
no role for third parties.
"All serious and conscien-
tious members of the glob-
al community have a role
and responsibility to call
out international terror-
ism, especially of a cross-
border nature," External
Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said while reacting
to the comments by the
Pakistani and German for-
eign ministers.

p In Pune’s tech
institute
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Arjun Munda 

Tetrapod' shaped light-based public art installation at Girgaon Chowpatty ahead of Diwali festival, in Mumbai, Sunday.

ART INSTALLATION

People release a hot air balloon as part of Diwali and Kali Puja celebrations, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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Plans to launch YouTube channel next year

German Ambassador to India Philipp Ackermann during
an interview with PTI, in New Delhi.

Street children’s newspaper Balaknama going digital

A collection of minerals put on display at College of
Engineering Pune Technological University's (COEPTU)
newly set-up Geology Museum, in Pune. 

Now, heritage sites
of Odisha part of

walking tour
Bhubaneswar, Oct 23 (PTI):
Fascinating stories of the
past of Odisha will be pre-
sented to tourists as the
Hindu temple 'Lingaraj',
Buddhist pagoda Shanti
Stupa' and other heritage
sites in and around
Bhubaneswar are now
part of a walking tour. A
walking tour is travelling
to a historical or cultural
site on foot, frequently in
an urban setting.

The Odisha Tourism
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation (OTDC) has
launched a guided walk-
ing tour to various her-
itage sites to promote the
state's rich culture and
history.

Odisha Walks', as it was
christened, will take an
enthusiast to 10th-centu-
ry Mukteswar and 11th-
century Lingaraj temples,
Shanti Stupa, Khandagiri
and Udaygiri caves.
Guides will tell the tales
of those places to the
tourists.

People attend a class to learn Hindi as part of an initiative
by a panchayat to achieve 100 per cent Hindi literacy, at
Chelannur in Kozhikode district, Sunday.

After makeover by NGOs

Overturn
GGuunnaa:: At least 30 passen-
gers were injured, four of
them seriously, when a pri-
vate bus carrying labour-
ers to Uttar Pradesh for
Diwali overturned on
Sunday in Madhya
Pradesh's Guna district, an
official said. The bus was
coming from Surat, the
official said, adding that
the accident occurred on
the Guna bypass road, 6
km from the Guna district
headquarters.

Acquit
TThhaannee:: A court in
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict has acquitted a 37-
year-old man, his mother
and sister in a case of
causing death of his wife
and subjecting her to cru-
elty for dowry. Additional
Sessions Judge PM Gupta,
in the order passed on
October 20, gave the ben-
efit of doubt to the
accused while observing
that the prosecution
failed to prove the
charges against them.

Seize
JJaammmmuu:: Police detained a
truck driver on Sunday
after heroin weighing
more than 21 kg was
seized from his vehicle on
the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur. "During the
checking of vehicles at
Zero Point on the highway
at Chenani, a truck com-
ing from Kashmir and
driven by Kulwinder Singh
of Punjab's Nawanshahr
was intercepted,"
Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
Mukesh Singh said.

Heavy rain 
KKoollkkaattaa:: Heavy rain and
wind gusts up to 100
kmph are likely to hit the
coastal areas of West
Bengal as a deep depres-
sion over Bay of Bengal
intensifies into a possible
cyclone by Sunday
evening, dampening Kali
Puja and Diwali festivities
in large parts of the state.
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Bollywood singer Adnan Sami
Khan poses for photos with his

wife and daughter during a
Diwali party, in New Delhi. 
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GREETINGSGREETINGS

Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

Happy Diwali

NoticeNotice

The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on Monday

24/10/2022 and Tuesday

25/10/2022 owing to

Diwali festival. 

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Ayodhya (UP), Aug 23 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here on Sunday said
the values inculcated by
Lord Ram through his
words, thoughts and rule
are the inspiration for
"sabka saath, sabka vikas".

These are also a basis for
"sabka vishwas, sabka
prayas", said the prime min-
ister who arrived here to at-
tend the Deepotsav celebra-
tions.

Addressing a gathering at
the Ram Katha park where
a symbolic coronation of
Lord Ram and Sita was per-
formed, Modi said he got the
opportunity of having the
deity's "darshan" due to his
blessings.

"I am happy that people of
Ayodhya, entire UP and
world are witnessing this
event. As we are celebrating
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava',

the determination like Lord
Ram will take the country to
new heights," he said.

The PM said Lord Ram's
ideals are a beacon of light
for people aspiring for a de-

veloped India in next 25
years and give the "courage
to achieve the most difficult
goals". Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
offered prayers to Ram Lalla

at Ram Janmbhoomi here.
This is his first visit to

Ayodhya after a "bhoomi
pujan" for the construction
of a Ram temple on August
5, 2020.

Melbourne, Oct 23 (PTI):

Virat Kohli single-
handedly powered India
to an epic four-wicket
win over arch-rivals
Pakistan with a magnifi-
cent 53-ball 82 not out in
their big-ticket T20
World Cup game here on
Sunday.

Pakistan recovered
from a wobbly start to
post a fighting 159 for
eight. India completed
the chase in the last ball,
with Kohli and Hardik
Pandya (40) doing the
bulk of the scoring
after a horror start
to their innings.
The two re-
vived India
with a 113-
run stand
for the
fourth wicket
after they were
reeling at 31/4
at one stage. Sent
in to bat, Pakistan were
well served by Iftikhar
Ahmed's 34-ball 51 and
Shan Masood's unbeaten
52 off 42 balls after they
lost their first two wick-
ets with just 15 runs on
the board in the fourth
over. For India,
Arshdeep Singh was
among the most success-
ful bowlers in the much-
awaited match of the
tournament, finishing
with figures 3/32 in four
overs at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

If it was not for the 14
runs in the 19th over,
Arshdeep would have
ended with better fig-
ures. Playing in his maid-
en World Cup, left-arm
pacer Arshdeep gave

India early break-
throughs before Pakistan
steadied things with a 76-
run partnership for the
third wicket. All-rounder
Hardik Pandya bagged
impressive figures of
3/30 in four overs after
Mohammed Shami re-
moved a well-set Iftikhar
to trigger a slide.

Raipur, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Bastar police in
Chhattisgarh have busted
eight key supply networks
of Maoists and arrested at
least 38 people in the last
couple of years, choking
the aid of medicines, ex-
plosives and logistics to
the outlawed outfit to a
great extent, a senior offi-
cial said on Sunday.

The establishment of
more than 40 new police

camps mostly along the
supply corridor of
Maoists during this period
also helped in the task and
to keep a tab on the inter-
state movement of Maoist
couriers, he said.

According to police,
cracking the supply net-
works is crucial in the
fight against Left Wing
Extremism as it is the key
strength of Maoists active
in Bastar since more than
three decades.

The Bastar region com-
prises seven districts -
Bastar, Kanker,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,

Narayanpur, Bijapur and
Sukma.

In the last couple of
years, the police have
made a significant dent
into the supply network of
various formations of
Dandakaranya Special
Zonal Committee (DKSZC)
of the CPI (Maoists),
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar Range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

The DKSZC, which han-
dles Maoist activities in
Bastar division, has been
instrumental in executing
several deadly attacks on
security forces.

Surajpur, Oct 23: 

Forest personnel have found the
carcass of a female elephant in
Chhattisgarh's Surajpur district
and suspect that it died during a
fight with another jumbos, an
official said on Sunday.
The carcass was spotted on
Saturday on the bank of a pond
near Tukudand village under
Pratappur forest range,
Pratappur's Sub Divisional
Officer (forest) Ashutosh Bhagat
said. On Friday night, forest staff
had heard trumpeting sounds of
a herd of 35 elephants roaming
in Pendari forest near Tukudand.
To check on the status of the
herd, forest personnel went to
the area on Saturday morning
and found a female elephant
dead, he said.

Sriharikota (AP), Oct 23 (PTI): 

Indian Space Research
Organisations' heaviest
rocket LVM3-M2 on its
maiden commercial mis-
sion on Sunday successful-
ly placed 36 broadband
communication satellites
of a UK-based customer
into the intended orbits,
the space agency said, de-
scribing the mission as
'historic'.

OneWeb Ltd is the UK-
based customer of
NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL), ISRO's commercial
arm, and a global commu-
nication network powered
from space, enabling inter-
net connectivity for gov-
ernments and businesses.
Bharti Enterprises is one
of the major investors in
OneWeb.

With Sunday's success,
ISRO put behind the
anomaly experienced in
its August 7 Small Satellite

Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
mission, that had then
made the satellites unus-
able.

Early on Sunday, a
beaming ISRO Chairman
S Somanath announced
Deepavali had started
early for the scientists at
the space agency.

"LVM3 M2/OneWeb
India-1 mission is complet-
ed successfully. All the 36
satellites have been placed
into intended orbits.
@NSIL_India @OneWeb,"
ISRO said in a tweet, min-
utes after Somanath an-
nounced that 16 satellites

have been placed in the de-
sired orbits while the rest
would take some more
time.

All the 36 satellites were
injected into the orbits
around 75 minutes after
the rocket blasted off from
the spaceport here.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the Mission Control
Centre, Somanath said the
festival celebrations start-
ed at Satish Dhawan Space
Centre as LVM3 and its
very first commercial mis-
sion have accomplished
the orbit very accurately.

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has
cancelled the Foreign
Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) licences of the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
(RGF) and the Rajiv
Gandhi Charitable Trust
(RGCT), two NGOs headed
by Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi, for alleged viola-
tion of laws, officials said
on Sunday.

The action came follow-
ing investigations carried
out by an inter-ministerial
committee formed by the
MHA in 2020. "The FCRA
licences of the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation and
the Rajiv Gandhi
Charitable Trust have
been cancelled after inves-
tigations against these
NGOs," an official said.

Bengaluru, Oct 23 (PTI): 

The Karnataka
Commerce and Industries
Department's Rs 4.5 crore
agreement with a film-
making firm to produce a
five-minute promotional
video for the three-day
Global Investors' Meet
here from November 2 has
raised eyebrows.

State Large and Medium
Industries Minister
Murugesh Nirani has now
written to the Additional
Chief Secretary in the
Department, with a direc-
tion to cancel the agree-
ment.

It has come to the knowl-
edge that the Department
has signed an agreement
with a filmmaking firm to
make a five-minute promo-

tional video at a cost of Rs
4.5 crore, the Minister
said.

Saharanpur (UP), Oct 22 (PTI ): 

Prominent Islamic semi-
nary Darul Uloom Deoband
and other 305 madrasas in
Saharanpur district are not
recognised by the Uttar
Pradesh Madarsa
Education Board, accord-
ing to a government survey.
Madrasas which are not
recognized by the Board do
not get benefit of govern-
ment schemes like scholar-
ship, salary for teachers,
among others.

District Minority Welfare
Officer Bharat Lal Gaur
told PTI on Saturday that a
total of 754 madrasas are
registered in Saharanpur.
The number of unrecog-
nized madrasas in the dis-
trict is 306, he said, adding
the information has been

shared with the govern-
ment as part of its survey
on madrasas in the state. He
said Darul Uloom Deobad is
not recognized by the
Madarsa Board. Gaur said
the government had fixed
12 points, on the basis of
which the survey of
madrasas was done. In a
statement, Vice Chancellor
of Darul Uloom Deoband
Mufti Abul Qasim Nomani
said the institution has
never taken any kind of aid
or grant from any govern-
ment. The seminary is not
registered with the Board
but it does educational
work according to the
Indian Constitution, he
said. Nomani said the
'Shura Society' of the Darul
Uloom is registered under
the Societies Act and the
seminary operates as per
the right to freedom of reli-
gion under the
Constitution.

King Kohli leads India 
to epic win over Pak

India's Captain Rohit Sharma (C) lifts Virat Kohli as they 
celebrate after a win during the ICC men's Twenty20 World Cup
2022 cricket match between India and Pakistan at Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne on October 23.

PPaakkiissttaann:: 159/8 in 20 overs
(Iftikhar Ahmed 51, Shan
Masood 52 not out;
Arshdeep Singh 3/32,
Hardik Pandya 3/30).
IInnddiiaa:: 160 for six in 20
overs (Virat Kohli 82 not
out, Hardik Pandya 40;
Haris Rauf 2/36).

Brief Scores

Lord Ram inspiration for
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during Deepotsav celebrations, on the eve of the Diwali festival, 
in Ayodhya, Sunday.

Elephant carcass
found in forest

Chh'garh Police block 8 key supply
networks of Maoists in Bastar

̈ Since 2020
̈ 38 people held

DIWALI FESTIVITY

Women light earthen lamps as part of the Diwali festival celebrations, in Nadia, Sunday. 

MHA cancels FCRA licences
of 2 NGOs headed by Sonia

The BJP on Sunday
welcomed the cancella-
tion of the FCRA licences
of two NGOs headed by
former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, and
said the Gandhi family
and organisations linked
to them can't be above
law. BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra claimed
that the home ministry's
decision to cancel the
Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act licences of
the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation (RGF) and
the Rajiv Gandhi
Charitable Trust (RGCT)
for alleged violation of
laws has "exposed" their
corruption.

‘Gandhi family not
above law’

Rs 4.5 cr for 5-minute
promotional video of

‘Global Investors’ Meet’ 

It has come to the knowledge
that the Department has
signed an agreement with a
filmmaking firm to make a
five-minute promotional
video at a cost of Rs 4.5
crore, the Minister said.
"Spending Rs 4.5 crore for a
five-minute video appears to
be exorbitant. If it is true
that the Department has
given a work order after
signing an agreement, then it
is inappropriate and unneces-
sary to continue with such
agreement at such a whop-
ping cost. It is hereby direct-
ed to cancel such a work
order," minister added.

What Govt said....

ISRO scripts history with successful commercial mission LVM3-M2

ISRO's heaviest rocket LVM3-M2
lifts off from a launch pad at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, in

Sriharikota, Sunday.

With the successful placing
in orbit of 36 OneWeb satel-
lites on board the Launch
Vehicle Mark-III (LVM-3)
rocket, the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) is now eying a big-
ger share in the global
satellite launch market. A
recent report by the Indian
Space Association (ISpA)
and Ernst and Young (E&Y)
had pegged the global
space economy at USD 447
billion with the satellite
launch segment accounting
for USD 6 billion. 

ISRO eyes bigger share 

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
renamed the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV) Mark -III as Launch
Vehicle Mark-III, mainly to
identify its task of placing
satellites into a variety of
orbits. The LVM-3 rocket will
also be used for India's maid-
en human space flight tenta-
tively scheduled for late 2024
and is also emerging as a
favourite for ISRO's commer-
cial launches after the suc-
cessful placing in orbits of 36
OneWeb satellites on Sunday.

ISRO renames GSLV

Mark-III as LVM-3Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday congratulated
ISRO, NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL) and IN-SPACe after the
Indian space agency's heavi-
est rocket on its maiden com-
mercial mission successfully
placed 36 broadband commu-
nication satellites of a UK-
based customer into the
intended orbits.
"Congratulations
@NSIL_India @INSPACeIND
@ISRO on the successful
launch of our heaviest launch
vehicle LVM3 with 36 OneWeb
satellites meant for global
connectivity, " he said.

PM congratulates ISRO 

UP declares 307 more
madrassas illegal

̈ Including 
Darul Uloom



RK Gulati

Bhilai: Retired BSP ex-
ecutive RK Gulati left
for heavenly abode at
the age of 86 years on
Sunday. Funeral proces-
sion was taken out from
his residence situated at
Street 2, Sector 1 and
last rites of the mortal
remains were per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Sanjay Gulati
and father-in-law of
Archana Gulati.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2233::  District Level Inter
Collegiate Basketball (Men)
Tournament was organised on
October 19, 2022 at St Thomas
College in which 8 teams partici-
pated and St Thomas College
won the tournament. In the
semifinal match St Thomas
College won from Shri
Shankaracharya Mahavidyalaya
Bhilai by 42 - 12. In the second
semifinal match Mansa College,
Durg beat Surana College by 20 -
19 and entered in the final. 

In the final match St Thomas
College won the match from
Mansa College, Durg by 60 - 26
and won the trophy of District
Level Inter Collegiate Basketball
(Men) Tournament. Principal of
the College Dr MG Roymon,

Administrator, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese and Manager Bishop
HG Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius
congratulated to all the players
and Sports Officer Kailash
Narayan Verma for this achieve-
ment. Also Principal of the col-
lege declared that Mar
Theodosius Memorable Inter
Collegiate Basketball tourna-
ment will be held in November
2022 and he invited all the teams

to participate in the tournament. 
Kiranpal Singh, Vinay

Janbandhu, Mohan, Vishal and
Mithilesh Singh Thakur were the
officials of the tournament.
Amrik Singh Senior Sports
Officer, Kalyan College was the
observer of the tournament. On
this occasion Senior Sports
Officer Dr Naresh Diwan, Dr
Pramod Tiwari, Dr Lanjewar, MM
Tiwari and Singh were present.

Skanda Sasthi Mahayajna from Oct 26
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: Skanda
Sasthi Mahayajna will
begin from October 26 at
Skandashram, Hudco.
Acharya Mani Swami,
founder of Skandashram,
informed that it is the sil-
ver jubilee year of Skanda
Sasthi Mahotsava. On the
occasion, former BSP
Managing Director R
Ramaraju, Vinod Kumar
Arora, former BSP
Executive Director YK
Rastogi, former District
Collector ICP Kesari, sen-
ior journalist Surendra
Singh Kembo and other
prominent personalities
will be honoured.

Skandashram Bhilai has
established its distinct
identity in the fields of
spirituality and social

service. The main objec-
tive of Skandashram is to
develop religious ideas
through social, religious
conferences, programs and
regular meetings, pave the
way for public welfare and
remove all the troubles of
the common man.
Devotees from other parts
of the country and abroad

are going to participate in
the programme. A team of
Acharyas of Salem led by
Maha Acharya Bramha
Raghavan are reaching
Bhilai from Kantripuram
to conduct the religious rit-
uals and mahayajna, in-
formed Acharya
Maniswami while address-
ing media persons on
Saturday.

Skanda Sasthi
Mahayagya will begin on
26th October at 7:00 pm
with Anugajay, Sri
Vighneshwar Puja, Ganga
Puja, Punyaga Vachanam,
Mahasankalpam, Kalash
Sthapana, Sarva Devta
Avahan, Pranpratishtha
and Shashthi Vachanam.
On October 27, Gau Puja,
Shri Maha Ganapati
Havan, Shri Ganapati
Yajna. Prasat Vaastu

Shakti Havan, Navagraha
Havan, Mrityunjay Havan,
Sarmeshwara Havan and
Aghora Rudra Havan will
be held.

On October 28, Shri
Lakshmi Ganapati Havan,
Swayamvar Parvati
Havan, Mahalakshmi
Havan, Shree Vidya Havan,
Shri Navchandi
Parayanam, Shri Chandi
Havan etc will be held. On
October 29, Vancha
Ganpati Havan, Shree
Varahi Havan, Raja
Matangi Havan, Nakshatra
Havan, Shri Santan Gopal
Krishna Havan, Shri
Megha Dakshinamurthy
Havan, Sudarshan Havan,
Shree Sutiti Durga Havan,
Ganpati Havan, Vasudhara
Havan etc will be held. The
celebrations would con-
clude on October 31.

Grand Pre- Diwali celebration by SRGI
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: Diwali, the
festival of lights, that sym-
bolizes the spiritual
"Victory of light over dark-
ness", good over evil, and
knowledge over ignorance
was celebrated in a grand
manner by the Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions in the RPS
campus.

The Management and
staff of the entire group
came together in a celebra-
tory spirit to share some
moments of joy. The
Chairman of SRGI, Sanjay
Rungta, Directors, Saket
Rungta, Rajni Rungta,
Harsha Rungta, the Deans
and Principal of all the in-
stitutions under the flag-
ship of SRGI participated

whole-heartedly in this
celebration that was made
unforgettable.

After the formal wel-
coming of the dignitaries,
the lamp was lit in front of
Goddess Lakshmi, seeking

divine blessings. This was
followed by the address of
the Chairman of SRGI,
Sanjay Rungta.

He extended his warm
wishes to all the members
of SRGI on the auspicious

occasion. He congratulat-
ed everyone for their ef-
forts and dedicated servic-
es that are instrumental in
taking the group to newer
heights.

The variety of cultural
presentations and freshers'
ramp walk filled colours
and jubilation to the day.
The Stellar Performers of
SRGI received cash awards
for their outstanding con-
tribution in making the
group one of the leading
names in the field of
Education in
Chhattisgarh. The
Cultural program came to
an end with a prize distri-
bution ceremony. This was
followed by a sumptuous
lunch and distribution of
gifts to all the staff
members.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: Under the
Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsava, the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) is conducting
a 75-day-long MSME Yatra
Programme. This yatra
reached Bhilai the other
day. This programme is
aimed to coordinate, syn-
ergise and leverage the
various strands of excel-
lence driving innovation

and entrepreneurship.
This yatra has been or-

ganised by the ICAI and
supported by MSME
Ministry, Small Industries
Development Bank,
National Small Industries
Corporation Limited and
State Bank of India.

In Bhilai, MP Vijay
Bhagel flagged off this
bus. A seminar on MSME
was organized at ICAI
Bhavan in Civic Centre.
Entrepreneurs, members

of various industry associ-
ations and officials of con-
cerned departments were
present.

ICAI Bhilai Branch
Chairman CA Pradeep Pal
said that their members
are contributing a lot in
the MSME sector. Former
Chairman CA Rakesh
Dhodi, Secretary CA Suraj
Soni, Treasurer CA
Ankesh Sinha, CICASA
President CA Rahul Batra
and others were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: Collector
Pushpendra Meena and
Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
reached Akashganga
Market on Saturday to in-
teract with the traders.
The shopkeepers apprised
the Collector about the
problems related to the
construction of the under

bridge. The Collector said
that after reviewing the
issue in detail with the
railways and its con-
cerned officials, he will try
to solve it.

The Collector and the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner along with
the traders walked across
the entire market and in-
spected Uttar Gangotri,
Dakshin Gangotri and
Akashganga. During the

inspection, Collector
asked the cops to curb
anti-social activities.

He instructed the cops
to ensure their visible
presence in the market
and maintain vigil at
every nook and corner. In
some places, the Collector
gave instructions to repair
the water supply pipelines
of the Amrut Mission. He
said that the cleanliness of
the public toilets in the

market areas should be
conducted regularly.

On the demand of the
traders' union, he directed
to construct toilets in the
Dakshin Gangotri area. In
Akashganga Market, he
asked to conduct door to
door garbage collection
twice daily (in day and
night shift).

On the instructions of
the Collector, proper park-
ing arrangements have

been made in the
Akashganga with the co-
operation of BMC and the
traders. The vehicles of
the shopkeepers and cus-
tomers are being parked at
the designated places.

The people are not fac-
ing any traffic congestion
even during the rush
hours of the festive sea-
son. He instructed to re-
move the junk lying at this
place. The Collector had
made an appeal to the peo-
ple to contribute under the
Mor Shahar - Mor
Zimmedari" campaign.
The positive results of this
appeal are visible now.

During the inspection,
office bearers of the
traders union, railway offi-
cials, Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Executive Engineer
Sanjay Sharma and others
were present.

Absconding prisoner was the mastermind of gold merchant’s murder
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: After ar-
resting four accused of the
sensational loot and mur-
der incident of Amleshwar,
the police team returned
back from Varanasi on
Sunday. After conducting
preliminary interrogation,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
shared details of the case
with media persons here at
the Police Control Room on
Sunday. He informed that
an absconding prisoner
was the mastermind of this
murder and robbery inci-
dent.

It could be recollected
here that Durg Police man-
aged to arrest the fugitives
of this sensational incident
within 24 hours. The cops
tracked the digital foot-
prints and did technical
analysis to arrest the ac-
cused from Varanasi. The
accused had killed a jew-
eller in broad daylight at
Amleshwar on Thursday.

Surendra Kumar Soni
(52) son of Raghav Ram

Soni a resident of Wood
Island Colony, Amleshwar
owned a jewellery shop at
Tiranga Square in
Amleshwar. He was alone
at the shop when two
masked men entered the
shop and attacked Soni
with firearms. The accused
looted cash and jewellery
from the shop and escaped.
Soni was pronounced
brought dead at the hospi-
tal.

Police examined the
CCTV footage and found
that the entire incident was
recorded in the device. The
accused were clearly seen
in the footage. The accused
had escaped on a bike
which was soon recovered
from Raipur. Police exam-
ined the CCTV footage of
the place where the bike
was recovered and found
that the accused had fur-
ther escaped in a car bear-
ing registration number
DL-4CAH-2592.

Police traced the digital
footprints of the accused.
Meanwhile, information

was received from
Koderma, Jharkhand that
the owner of the motorcy-
cle number JH12N2701 is
Rajesh Kumar Singh, who
works in the security
agency. When asked by his
employer Abhishek
Rathore, he had given his
motorcycle to Saurabh
Kumar Singh.

When he did not return
the bike, he lodged a com-

plaint at Bodh Gaya police
station. Police came to
know that Saurabh Kumar
Singh has an amputated
hand after which it was
confirmed that the person
seen in the shop's CCTV
was the same person.

On the other hand, a
Police team was continu-
ously chasing the car in
which the accused had es-
caped. Around 15:02 hrs,

the car was seen moving to-
wards Bilaspur in the toll
plaza of Tarpongi Raipur.
Next day, the car was found
entering Varanasi city in
the ITMS camera.

As the car was not seen
leaving the city, police start-
ed searching for them in
Varanasi. Meanwhile, SP
Abhishek Pallava contact-
ed the Varanasi
Commissionerate and

shared information about
the suspects and their vehi-
cle. As the vehicle was seen
near the Varanasi
Junction, the RPF was also
alerted.

Durg Police team spotted
the accused trying to flee
further in this car and
tipped off the RPF after
which the traffic movement
was blocked. Police team
led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra acted swiftly and
rounded up all the four ac-
cused.

The accused were taken
to the nearby police station
of Sigra in Varanasi for in-
terrogation. The looted
gold, silver jewellery,
weapons including a pistol
and a country made pistol
were recovered from the
possession of the accused.
The mastermind of the in-
cident is Anupam Jha alias
Abhishek Jha, who com-
mitted the crime with
Saurabh Kumar Singh,
Abhay Kumar Bharti and
Alok Kumar Yadav.

They conducted recce in

Amleshwar district Durg
Chhattisgarh for the pur-
pose of robbery. Saurabh
Kumar Singh and Abhay
Kumar Bharti targeted the
Samridhi Jewelers located
at Tiranka Chowk and
murdered the shop owners
to loot the jewellery.

Among the accused,
Anupam Jha alias
Abhishek Jha, is an ab-
sconding prisoner who is
accused of robbery and
murder in cases lodged at
Raipur Civil Lines Police
Station, Tikrapara Police
Station and DD Nagar
Police Station. He had es-
caped from the court dur-
ing the trial.

Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU) ASI
Shamit Mishra, Purna
Bahadur, Constable
Shahbaz Khan, Vikrant
Yadu, Komal Rajput, and
RPF Varanasi Inspector
Anjuta Dwivedi and
Constable Ramesh Yadav
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

ACCU Head Constable

Chandrashekhar Banjeer
played a vital role in collect-
ing technical evidence and
conducting CDR analysis.
Along with this, the officers
and personnel of ACCU
and Durg Police made re-
markable contributions in
arresting the accused by ex-
amining the footages of toll
plazas, CCTVs of different
districts and states as well
as tracing the digital foot-
prints of the accused.

The accused Saurabha
Kumar Singh (24) son of
Arjun Singh a resident of
Dandibagh, Gaya; Abhay
Kumar Bharti (18) son of
Vansh Raj Bharti a resident
of Dhanapur, District
Chandauli; Alok Kumar
Yadav (18) son of Satyendra
Yadav a resident of Sonpur,
Chhapra; and Abhishek
Kumar Jha son of Avadh
Kishore Jha a resident of
Rajla, District Muzaffarpur
have been booked under
the provisions mentioned
under sections 302, 394, 397,
449 of IPC and 25, 27 of
Arms Act.
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Collector and BMC Commissioner 
inspect Akashganga Market

Urge traders to contribute in ‘Mor Shahar-Mor Zimmedari’

ICAI’s MSME Yatra reaches Bhilai

RCST students visit Himachal
Pradesh on educational tour 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 23: The
Department of
Biotechnology &
Microbiology in Rungta
College of Science &
Technology under the
aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions or-
ganized eight days
Educational Tour from
October 10th to 18th, 2022
to the CSIR (Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research) IHBT (Institute
of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology) Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh.

Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions regularly or-
ganizes such tours as part

of educational enrich-
ment for students. On
October 14, students
reached Palampur and
visited the lab. The lab is
set up on the lap of the
western Himalayan range.
The main research of the
lab was based mainly on

the species of the
Himalayan region and

the Bioresource found
there. CSIR has 38 labora-
tories across India to date
and IHBT Palampur is one
of those. This is a central
institute and the president
of this lab is the current

Prime Minister of India.
Dr Gaurav Zinta and Dr

Rajesh (senior scientist)
briefed the students about
the lab and their field of
research which are diver-
sity analysis (biological,
molecular, chemical).
Students also visited
Amritsar golden temple,
India Pakistan border,
Manali, Rohtak etc.

This tour was organ-
ized by Arpan Dey, Visit
Coordinator Dr Naresh
Kumar Dewangan and
Anita Tiwari. Chairman
of SRGI Sanjay Rungta
and Director Saket
Rungta congratulated the
students and wished 
them well.

Acharya Maniswami

St Thomas College wins Inter
Collegiate Basketball Tournament
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Court extends ED custody
of IAS officer, two others 

Raipur, Oct 23: A special
court here on Friday extend-
ed by six days the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) custody of an IAS offi-
cer and two others in a
money laundering case
linked to the alleged extor-
tion of money from coal and
mining transporters in
Chhattisgarh. Additional
district and sessions judge
Ajay Singh Rajput extended
the remand of IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi, business-
man Sunil Agrawal and one
Laxmikant Tiwari.

The alleged accused were
produced before the court on
expiry of their eight-day ED
custody, Tiwari’s lawyer
Faizal Rizvi said. The de-
fence lawyers opposed the
ED’s plea of remand exten-
sion, he said. The ED on
October 13 had arrested
Vishnoi, Agrawal and
Tiwari, the uncle of “ab-
sconding” coal businessman
Suryakant Tiwari, after it
launched multi-city raids in
the state on October 11. The
trio was arrested under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

As per case details,
Vishnoi, a Chhattisgarh-
cadre IAS officer of the 2009
batch, was working as the
CEO of the Chhattisgarh
Infotech Promotion Society.
Laxmikant Tiwari, a lawyer
from Mahasamund district,
is the uncle of coal business-
man Suryakant Tiwari
whose properties were also
covered during searches.
The probe agency also car-
ried out searches at
Laxmikant’s residence in
Mahasamund town. Sunil
Agrawal, the director of
Indramani Group involved
in coal trading, is said to be
closely associated with
Suryakant Tiwari.

He has been in the coal
business for over a decade
and allegedly has links with
senior politicians. In a re-
lease issued on October 14,
the ED had claimed that a
“massive scam” was taking
place in coal transportation
in Chhattisgarh, under
which a “cartel” of politi-
cians, officers and others
was allegedly running a
“parallel system of extort-
ing illegal levy”, which is

generating about Rs 2-3
crore daily.

The probe agency alleged
that Vishnoi and his wife
were found in possession of
“unaccounted” cash to the
tune of Rs 47 lakh and 4 kg
gold jewellery. The money
laundering investigation
was launched after the ED
took cognisance of a com-
plaint by the Income Tax de-
partment. The ED claimed
that the “main kingpin of
this scam is Suryakant
Tiwari (stated to be abscond-
ing) and his associates, who
entered into a criminal con-
spiracy to run a parallel sys-
tem of extorting illegal levy
on coal and were doing ille-
gal and unaccounted cash
movement”. The agency had
said it has seized “unac-
counted” cash of Rs 4.5
crore, gold jewellery, bullion
and other valuables worth
around Rs 2 crore during the
raids. The ED raids also cov-
ered premises of two other
IAS officers Raigarh collec-
tor Ranu Sahu and her hus-
band JP Maurya, the direc-
tor of geology and mining
department in the state.

Four nabbed, cash of Rs 1.55 lakh recovered

Raipur, Oct 23: Four per-
sons involved in theft in a
grocery shop in Byron Bazar
area of Kotwali Thana have
been nabbed and cash of Rs
1,55,250 has been seized from
the possession of the
thieves. All four are history-
sheeters and were jailed 
earlier.

As per reports in this re-
gard, the thieves conducted
theft in the shop of Vijay
Bajaj having Shriram
Kirana Shop, near Holy
Cross School, Byronbazar on
Oct 21 night at 10:30. When
the shopkeeper opened the
shop next day in the morn-
ing at around 8:00 am, he
found both the locks broken
and all the goods were found
scattered and out of total Rs
3 lakh in cash kept in the box

below the locker and Rs 1.0
lakh kept in the locker, total-
ing Rs 4 lakh was found
missing. A case was filed in
Kotwali Thana under sec-
tion 380 and 457 of IPC.

The Kotwali Police team
along with anti-crime and
cyber crime checked CCTV
footage and spread message
among informers and
checked the list of prisoners
recently released. It was on
the basis of clues and evi-

dence, the police shortlisted
name of one Virendra
Nayak alias Bittu R/o
ByronBazar and when he
was strictly interrogated, he
disclosed the names of other
three who assisted him in
this crime viz. Amit Bag,
Sawan Nayak and Pihu
Mahanand, all R/o Byron
Bazar. The police had arrest-
ed all four and produced
them in the court and sent
them to jail.

BJP-Congress spar over criminal incidents

Raipur, Oct 23: The BJP
and Congress are locked in
a war of words over in-
creasing criminal inci-
dents in the state. The BJP
attacked the government
by referring to the crimi-
nal incidents that took
place in the last few
months while Congress re-
taliated and released the
data of criminal incidents
in the state during the
time of BJP government.
According to Congress
crime has reduced in the
state as compared to BJP
rule.

State BJP spokesperson
Kedar Gupta, state conven-
er of business cell
Labhchand Bafna de-
manded state government
to either take strick meas-
ures to check criminal in-
cidents or resign collec-
tively. It is unfortunate
that robbers enter a bul-

lion shop in chief minis-
ter’s constituency, open
fire on the bullion trader
and easily escape after
committing the crime,
said the BJP state
spokesperson Kedar
Gupta and state convener
of business cell
Labhchand Bafna while
talking to the media at
BJP office in Ekatma
Parisar here today.

The Chief Minister does
not even show sensitivity
to meet the victim’s family,
they said and added that
instead of going to the po-
lice station to give proper
instructions and visiting
victim’s family the home
minister leaves straight
away. According to Kedar
Gupta incidents of mas-
sacre are taking place in
districts falling under con-
stituencies of chief minis-
ter, home minister and two
other ministers.

BJP asked as to who is
patronising growing satta
operation in the state.
According to it
Chhattisgarh has become
a den of criminals. People
want to know who is run-
ning the state, the party
said. A businessman is
being robbed and mur-

dered in his shop in broad
daylight. Before the mur-
der of bullion trader
Surendra Kumar Soni in
Amaleshwar of Patan, a
family was mass mur-
dered in Kumhari, but this
incident did not have any
impact on the govern-
ment. The BJP demanded
that the state government
immediately take strong
steps so that the criminals
are caught before they 
attack.

Gangsters of Jharkhand
are also threatening the
businessmen of
Chhattisgarh for recovery,
BJP leaders said, adding
that incidents like murder,
kidnapping, rape, gang
rape, robbery, dacoity, theft
and rape are taking place.

According to
Labhchand Bafna the
murder of 5 people in
Patan area in the past still
remains a mystery. Mass
murder took place in
Jashpur. Even before this,
three people were killed in
the border area. Bullion
trader was fired upon at a
jewelery shop in Bilaspur.
In the rural area of
??Bilaspur, the shopkeep-
er’s son was shot by the ex-
tortionists at the grocery

shop.
On the other hand

Congress alleged that the
number of criminal inci-
dents in the state has come
down. Pradesh Congress
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Department President
Sushil Anand Shukla said
that the BJP was continu-
ously spreading propagan-
da by presenting false fig-
ures of NCRB. In the state,
there has been a drastic re-
duction in crimes such as
compared to other states of
the country and in com-
parison to the previous
Raman government.
Releasing the NCRB data,
Shukla said, there has
been a reduction of 17 per-
cent in crimes against
children in the state.

Between 2016 and 2018,
214 cases of dacoity were
registered, while it
dropped to 196 from 2019 to
2021 under the Congress
rule. According to NCRB
data, criminals of all the
incidents of robbery regis-
tered in the last 3 years in
Chhattisgarh have been
caught. There has also
been a decline of 28 per-
cent in murder crimes in
Chhattisgarh from 2019 to
2021.

CM Baghel appointed
Star campaigner

for HP VS polls

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: After BJP,
Congress too has declared
its list of star campaigners
for Himachal Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha elections. In
this many senior party
leaders from Congress has
been included and the
name of CM Bhupesh
Baghel is also there in the
list as star campaigner.
Prior to this he has been
appointed as the senior ob-
server for HP Vidhan
Sabha polls. The most im-
portant thing here is that
no leader from Madhya
Pradesh has been included
in the list of star cam-
paigners, whereas BJP has
included names of many
from MP in its list of star
campaigners.

CM Baghel appointed
star campaigner

CM Bhupesh Baghel
seems to be playing impor-
tant role in Vidhan Sabha
polls of Himachal Pradesh
and prior to declaration of
the election dates, the
party has already appoint-
ed him as senior observer
and after which he had
conducted tour to HP
many times. CM Baghel
along with AICC general
secretary Priyanka
Gandhi had conducted
huge rally in HP. In addi-
tion to this being appoint-
ed as star campaigner for
HP, CM Baghel would be
holding many rallies in

HP and this will be final-
ized in the coming
months.
CM Baghel to promote

Ch’garh model
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel had been playing
important role in the elec-
tions held in the country
over the last one years and
this includes UP and
Assam polls. CM Baghel
has been promoting the
Chhattisgarh model in
other states and
Chhattisgarh is one of the
states with less employ-
ment rate and in such con-
ditions the party is hand-
ing over major responsi-
bilities to CM Bhupesh
Baghel.

Other star 
campaigners in HP:

Congress has declared
list of 40 star campaigners
for Himachal Pradesh and
include Sonia Gandhi,
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi, and others. Apart
from CM Rajasthan Ashok
Gehlot, CM Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel, Sachin
Pilot, Rajiv Shukla,
Mukesh Agnihotri,
Bhupendra Singh Hudda,
Harish Rawat, Randeep
Singh Surjewala, Anand
Sharma, Mukul Vasnik
and others.

Huge Diwali rush at Raipur markets

Raipur, Oct 23: Due to
Diwali rush, traffic con-
gestion were reported
from various parts of the
Capital on Saturday.
People were out for last
minute shopping and huge
rush was seen at various
malls, markets and shop-
ping complexes. The
heavy rush also kept the
traffic police on toes and
cops were seen on the
roads maintaining the
traffic.

Festive shopping along
with the exchanging cus-
tomary gifts, ahead of
Diwali, threw traffic
across the city out of gear
on Saturday and Sunday
evening. Commuters spent
significant time on roads
as traffic volume in-
creased considerably due
to  Diwali rush. Roads
leading to prominent mar-
kets MG Road, Malviya
Road, Sadar Bazar, Gole
Bazar, Station Road,
Pandri Cloth market and
Shankar Nagar area in the
city saw large crowd with
no space left for pedestri-
ans.

The traffic congestion
has worsened in some of

the major markets where
shopkeepers have stocked
their goods on the road
and due to large number of
road side vendors. Even as
the city market are wit-
nessing Diwali rush, shop-
keepers selling gift items
and grocery products
claimed that the sales
were more as compared to
last year. However, they ex-
pect the Diwali business
will pick over on Laxmi
Pooja on Monday.

Cracker stall owners
claimed that they have wit-
nessed a dip in the busi-
ness as compared to the
last year. The anti-cracker
campaigns and order is-
sued by Supreme Court of
setting a 8 pm to 10 pm
deadline for cracker burst-
ing have hit our business,
said Rahul, who runs a
cracker stall. Another
cracker seller added that
the demand for loud crack-
ers was lesser this year
after the Supreme Court
verdict.

Rush in all the markets
were witnessed from the
morning hours, However,
shopkeepers claimed that
sale of gift items, includ-

ing crockery, was more as
compared to other goods.
Rajendra, a trader said
sale of chocolates was

more this time as com-
pared to dry fruits.
Although overall sales are
lesser this year, we are ex-
pecting more business on
Monday on Lakshmi
Pooja, he said.

Meanwhile, stall owners
selling decorative lights at
MG Road claimed that peo-
ple prefer buying lights
around Diwali and they
were minting money.
People love decorating
their houses with lights.
The sales of lights are as
good as it was a year be-
fore,” said Ravi who runs a
shop at MG Road.
Meanwhile Security in the
Capital is being beefed up
in view of Diwali. Police
have made elaborate secu-
rity arrangements for
peaceful conduct of Diwali
in the city. In view of
heavy rush in the market
areas, adequate police per-
sonnel were deployed at
important intersections
for resolving traffic con-
gestion in the city.

DECORATIVE ITEMS

The road-side vendors were selling decorative items including lanterns and others

here on occasion of Diwali.

RRaaiippuurr:: Apart from bullion
shops, automobile showrooms,
cloth stores and electronics
shops the festive crowds have
also gathered in cracker and
sweet shops. The cracker and
sweet shops are getting crowd-
ed till midnight. In sweet
shops, the situation has
become such that the entire

stock gets exhausted and
bookings are made for the next
day. Traders say that this year
the order in sweets stores is
also very high. The packets of
sweets are also being made
attractive in such a way that
they contain a variety of
sweets at once and are com-
pletely customized. Because of

this, consumers also like it a
lot.

Despite the ongoing propa-
ganda about open sweets for
some time, their markets saw
the largest crowd of cus-
tomers. People were still seen
avoiding shopping for packed
goods. People say that buying
goods only on the basis of
expiry date in packaging goods
is like cheating yourself. The
crowd coming to the firecrack-
er stores can be gauged from
the fact that the tokens are
being given to the buyers by
the traders and according to
the token number, a buyer is
buying firecrackers. The prices
of firecrackers have gone up by
40 per cent this year as com-
pared to last year. Fireworks
ranging from Rs 5 to Rs 1000
are available in the market. 

Crowds gather in bullion, sweets shops,
token system cracker shops

Also includes
names of many
other senior leaders
from the party

People living in fear
due to increasing
crime, says BJP

Congress says
opposition is
spreading 
misinformation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: State in-
charge of PCC PL Punia
will on five-day tour to
state from Oct 27. He will
be arriving here on Oct 27
by evening flight at 5:10
pm and then hold meeting
with senior Congress
leaders in Circuit House
at 6:00 pm. On Oct 28, he
will leave for Jagdalpur
by regular flight at 2:30
pm and reach there at 3:30
pm. At 6:00 pm he will
hold meeting with
Congress office bearers
and senior party leaders
of Congress from
Jagdalpur and take a
night halt there. On Oct

29, he will leave for
Dantewada at 10:00 am
and reach Mata
Danteshwari’s temple at
12:00 noon and would hold
meeting with party office
bearers and leaders in
Dantewada at 2:00 pm. At
4:00 pm he will leave for
Jagdalpur and take a
night halt there. On Oct
30, PL Punia will hold
meeting with senior party
leaders of Congress at
Circuit House in
Jagdalpur at 10:00 am and
at 12:00 noon will leave for
Raipur and reach here at
2:30 pm and take a night
halt here. On Oct 31, he
will hold meeting with
state members of the state
working committee at
Rajiv Bhavan at 11:00 am
and then leave for
Lucknow at 1:30 pm.

PL Punia arriving
here on Oct 27

On five-day tour 
to state

In theft incident of
Rs 4 lakh in Grocery
Shop in Byron Bazar

CM performs customary
ritual of hanging a frill

made of paddy
On occasion of Dhanteras

at his residence
Raipu, Oct 23: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
according to the cultural
tradition of Diwali, per-
formed the ritual of tying
a paddy frill decoration at
his residence door today
on the occasion of
Dhanteras.

When the new crop
yield is ready in the fields
during Diwali, the vil-
lagers make artistic frill
decorations with the ten-
der fibers of paddy. They
decorate their homes with
these and invite Goddess
Lakshmi to their homes
while thanking her for
their happiness and pros-
perity. It is a belief that
this invitation reaches the
Devi through the birds
that land on their
doorsteps to feed on the
paddy. In this way, the folk
culture of the state shares
its happiness with the na-
ture and preserves it. The
tradition of hanging a
paddy frill at the veranda-
hand door of the house ex-
ists in the entire state,
from Bastar to Sarguja.
This frill decoration is also
known as Pahata or
Pinjara.



TRAFFIC MGMT

Traffic in capital city was re-routed and entry for four-wheelers was not allowed at certain places in order 
to ensure smooth flow of traffic here on Sunday.

BJP stages protest and submit memorandum

Jagdalpur, Oct 23: In the pres-
ence of BJP councilors and sen-
ior BJP leaders for proper pre-
vention of growing stray dogs
under corporation area, imple-
mentation in Roka Cheka, mak-
ing city roads cattle free, water
system in Kanji House, construc-
tion of sheds in Haradana and
Gothano. BJP staged a sit-in in
front of the corporation office
today. It is to be noted that on
October 11, last 10 days, the BJP
workers had gheroed the
Municipal Corporation by giving
a memorandum in this regard,
and giving an ultimatum regard-
ing their demands, had demand-
ed to rectify the system within
five days. But no initiative was
taken by the Municipal
Corporation to improve the sys-
tem. Due to which the BJP work-
ers have started a sit-in demon-
stration in support of their de-
mands. After the demonstration,
in the absence of the Mayor, the

Municipal Commissioner Dinesh
Nag was handed over a memo-
randum at the site of the protest.

In today’s sit-in demonstra-
tion, former Bharatiya Janata
Party MP and National
Treasurer of Scheduled Tribes
Morcha Dinesh Kashyap said
that along with the state govern-
ment, the corporation’s govern-
ment has also failed completely.
The most ambitious scheme of
the government is Gothan. In the
evening, all the cattle of the city
come in the road. Due to which

accidents are happening every
day, and the corporation has com-
pletely failed to stop it. Former
Mayor Kiran Dev said that the
case of death of dozens of people
due to dengue has been seen in
Jagdalpur city. The Municipal
Corporation is pretending to be
cleaning by spending crores of
rupees. In return it is giving peo-
ple serious diseases like dengue,
malaria and typhoid. Even the
former mayor raised serious
questions on the purchase of
dustbins. BJP District Magistrate

Roop Singh Madavi has said that
this movement of BJP councilors
will go on in a phased manner
and will continue to expose their
corruption and their negligence
among the public. He called upon
the public to come forward to
overthrow such a corrupt mayor,
and join hands with the BJP and
cooperate in the movement.

The Leader of Opposition of
the Municipal Corporation,
Sanjay Pandey has said that the
Municipal Corporation and this
government are running on the
top of corruption and negligence.
Which is being led by Safira Sahu
and Kavita Sahu. The BJP coun-
cilor party is agitating to wake
them up from their
Kumbharkanya sleep. There is no
clean water, no grain, and no
green fodder in the only kanji
house in the city. The bamboo
sheds that were built in the name
of Gothan have collapsed in the
rain. Roka Cheka is going on in
the papers. Cattle make their
home on the road as soon as
evening falls in the city. Due to
which cattle and public are get-
ting hurt. The Leader of

Opposition has said that the
mayor is fully responsible behind
the increasing population of
stray dogs in the city. For the last
eight years since the Congress is
in power in the Municipal
Corporation, promises are made
in the name of Doghouse in the
name of the budget, but after the
promises, their attention is limit-
ed only to their gleaming cars,
gleaming office cubicles. Rabies
injections have disappeared from
hospitals.

During this, Vidya Sharan
Tiwari, Dhansingh Nayak,
Digambar Rao, Dayawati
Devangan, Naveen Thakur,
Deepti Pandey, Lakshmi
Kashyap, Ramamurti Pandey,
Narasimha Rao Alok Awasthi,
Sangram Rana etc. also ad-
dressed. Shivnaraya Pandey,
Yogendra Pandey, Motiram
Baghel, Triveni Randhari,
Mamta Potai, Neelam Yadav,
Brijesh Singh Bhadauria,
Vedprakash Pandey, Avinash
Srivastava, Shashinath Pathak,
Roshan Sisodia, Geeta Nag,
Sudha Mishra, Atul Kaushal,
Narendra Panigrahi.

Free eye camp for burn injury patients

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2233::  For the 32nd
year renowned ophthalmol-
ogist and contact lens spe-
cialist Dr Dinesh Mishra will
be conducting two day free
eye camp on Oct 23 and 24
for burn injury patients due
to Diwali crackers. This
camp will be organized at
Dr Mishra’s clinic at Phool
Chowk from October 23
evening to October 24 late
night. Keeping in the mind
the non-availability of doc-
tors during Diwali and
problems faced by the
patients Dr Mishra will be
organizing this camp for
the 32nd year. The first
such free- of- cost camp

was started in 1991 for the
treatment of patients who
got their eyes injured due
to bursting of Diwali crack-
ers. In the last 31 years
more than 2600 patients
have availed the facility of
this camp. Dr Mishra giving
an advice to burn crackers
with utmost care said,
Diwali is a festival of light

and eye sight is also invalu-
able, slight careless in
burning crackers can cause
injury to the eyes and if not
treated in time can also
lead to loss of eye sight. He
made a note of all kind of
possibilities of injury to
eyes if crackers are not
burnt with care and espe-
cially his advice for parents
are not to allow children for
burning crackers alone. He
mentioned that in case any
cracker burst near eyes
then wash the eyes with
clean water and never rub
the eyes. Dr Mishra will be
available in numbers
4026101 and 98274 00859
for free consultation and
advice, informs Dr Dinesh
Mishra.

Regular TLM should be used in
child centered teaching: DEO

Kharora, Oct 22: In order
to strengthen and develop
the basic literacy and nu-
merical knowledge FLN
(foundational literacy, nu-
meracy) among the chil-
dren, TLM (teacher learn-
ing material) exhibition
was organized here. Under
the guidance of Block
Education Officer B.L
D e v a n g a n , D i s t r i c t
Education Officer RL
Thakur, Block Resource
Coordinator Santosh
Kumar Sharma, and under
the efficient guidance of
Sarpanch Surendra Gendre,
Local School Management
and Development
Committee, Assistant
Teachers Federation
President Om Prakash
Verma, Sanjay Verma,
Bhuneshwar Verma,
Devendra Singh Thakur,

Chitrasen Verma, Bhola
Prasad Verma, and with the
special cooperation of all
the cluster coordinators, in-
cluding Himanchal
Choubey, Kailash Baghel,
Mahendra Sahu, Asharam
Verma, Veer Verma, Dinesh
Kurre, Rita Rani Verma,
Aruna Tiwari, Narmada
Sahu, Sushila Verma,
Pushpa Sharma, develop-
ment block level
TLM(teacher learning ma-
terial) exhibition was or-
ganized in Government
Primary School, Manth.
Development Block
Resource Coordinator

Santosh Kumar Sharma
prepared and demonstrated
attractive and effective
T.L.M. in teaching-learning
of primary level children by
about 200 primary teachers
of 39 clusters involved. The
forum was organized by
Assistant Development
Block Education Officer,
Neelam Sharma, Dr. Vyas
Narayan Arya, Principal
Rajesh Chandani, Nodal
Officer Narottam Dhruv,
Lecturer Chandraprakash
Dhidhi etc. The learning
materials were displayed by
Savita Chandrakar, Jharna
Verma and others.

Martyred soldiers remembered 
Dhamtari, Oct 23: Police
Commemoration Day is
organized every year by
the Central Reserve Police
Force and all the police
forces of the country and
in this sequence the police
personnel who were mar-
tyred across the country,
including 39 martyred sol-
diers of the state, were
honored by Collector P.S.
Elma and SP Prashant
Thakur.In the program,
floral circle was laid at the
martyr memorial,along
with this, by showering
flowers on the pictures of
39 martyr soldiers of the
district, they remembered
their martyrdom. In addi-
tion to them, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Megha Tembhurkar,
District Panchayat
President Kanti Sonwani,
District Panchayat mem-
bers Kavita family mem-

bers of martyred soldiers,
public representatives
were present.

Martyred soldiers
Vinod Dhruv of

Amgaon, Sub-Inspector
Komal Singh Sahu,head
constable of village
Padmapur, Shivprasad
Sharma, Siyaram Dhruva
of village Satbahna,
Mahavir Markam of
G a t t a s i l l i ,
Chandrashekhar Rangari
of Danitola ward
Dhamtari, Nakul Dhruva

of village Kokdi, Devnath
Nag of village Khadpathra
,Lalit Diwan of village
Nardha (Muggerload),
Radheshyam Nagvanshi of
Singapur (Kamaipur),
Dharmendra Sahu of
Linepara town, Hemant
Som of Kotpara town,
Pyarelal Som of
Bazarpara town, Khilwan
Bisen of Chhipli, Ratanlal
Markam of Farsiyan, Shri
Narayan Sori of village
Sambalpur, Shri Santosh
Kumar of Gagra, Shri

Nohru Ram Netam of vil-
lage Sankra, the martyr
constable Shri Shivkumar
Korram of Village-
Jaitpuri was remembered.
Similarly village-
Podagaon, Marty consta-
ble of Sihawa, Mr. Vijay
Suryakar, Mr. Dhanraj
Dhruva of village Semra,
Mr. Bhushan Mandavi of
Vishrampur, Mr. Vasudev
Dhruva of village-
Rawansinghi, Mr.
Rameshwar Dhruva of
Navagaon-Shyamtarai,

Mr. Amjad Khan of
Nagari, Mr. Khagendra
Kumar Kashyap of
Pandripani, Mr.
Chandrahas Dhruva of
Amgaon, Mr. Chhabilal
Kanshi of village
Maragaon, Mr. Naval
Kishore Shandilya of vil-
lage Intarras, Mr. Aditya
Sahu of village
Bhainsasankara, Mr.
Nirmal Kumar Netam of
Kauhabahra, Mr.
Tikeshwar Kumar Dhruv
of Perewadih, martyr con-
stable of village Dokal Mr.
Tilaram Thakur , martyr
assistant constable of vil-
lage Chhindbhari Shri
Kailash Netam, martyr
SPO of village Arjuni,
Tiran Singh Manjhi, and
Martyr Keshav Nishad,
resident of village
Bhanwarmara and Shri
Balram Dhruv of village
Bhendri (Muggerlod).

Lakhma dedicates and lays stone
for development works

Jagdalpur, Oct 23: The
minister in charge of
Bastar district, Kawasi
Lakhma, inaugurated and
dedicated the develop-
ment works worth about
two and a half crores of
the Municipal
Corporation. In the pro-
gram organized in
Chandrashekhar ward, he
performed Bhoomi Pujan
of development works
worth Rs 50 lakh in Bhuta
Talab. This includes work
of tow wall, stone pitching
and inlet outlet in the
pond. In Gandhi Nagar
ward, Bhoomi Pujan of
CC road construction
work was done at a cost of
26 lakhs. Along with this,

he also performed
Bhoomipujan for the con-
struction of fair price
shops in Rajiv Gandhi
Ward and Shanti Nagar
Ward at a cost of Rs 46
lakh 70 thousand in a pro-
gram organized near the
bus stand. He also inaugu-
rated ten vehicles for door-
to-door garbage collection

here. Minister-in-charge
Kawasi Lakhma said that
full attention would be
given to the development
of the city and there
would be no shortage of
funds. He said that all-
round development works
are being done in our gov-
ernment. The develop-
ment is taking place ac-

cording to the demand of
the people.

During this, MP Deepak
Baij, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain, Mahapau Safira
Sahu, Municipal
Corporation Chairman
Smt. Kavita Sahu, City
District Congress
Committee President
Rajiv Sharma, MIC mem-
ber Yashvardhan Rao,
Vikram Singh Dangi,
Udaynath Janes, Rajesh
Rai, Councilor Lalita Rao,
Kamlesh Pathak, and
Municipal Commissioner
Dinesh Nag, public repre-
sentatives and a large
number of ward residents
were present.

Patent Awarded to the Research Team of NIT
Raipur  lead by Dr. Lalit Kumar Sahu 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur re-affirmed its
presence in the Research
and Innovation as Dr. Lalit
Kumar Sahu, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Electrical Engineering,
and his research team
have been granted a
patent for their invention
on ‘Fault Tolerant Single
Phase Multilevel Inverter
(MLI) Topology’. The re-
search is funded by SERB
through a research grant
in which Dr. Lalit kumar
Sahu was the Principal
Investigator, Dr.
Shubhrata Gupta,
Professor, Electrical
Engineering and Shivam
Prakash Gautam, are Co-

investigator, and Manik
Jalhotra, was the Junior
Research Fellow of the
team.

The idea of the inven-
tion was based on an in-
dustry-based survey
which concluded that the
interfacing circuits used
in Solar Photo-Voltaic
cells are more prone to
faults as compared to PV

Cells and have a lower life
cycle. To solve this prob-
lem, team has invented
fault tolerant power con-
verter topology capable of
delivering the power even
under faulty condition.
This invention reduces
the probability for power
failure and increases the
life time of the converter.
The patented technology
is cheaper, easily main-
tainable, flexible in con-
trol, and reliable in opera-
tion.

This invention aims to
give the boost and acceler-
ation to the faster and
wider adoption of Solar
PV system for delivery of
power in varieties of ap-
plications. Power
Electronics Converters
play a crucial role in Solar

PV integration to make it
a sustainable alternative
to the future energy re-
quirements. This will help
to reduce the harmful im-
pact of conventional ener-
gy system on society and
environment at large.

The research started in
the year 2017 with the sub-
mission of the research
proposal to the Science
and Research Engineering
Board (SERB), New Delhi.
After a several rounds of
rigorous scrutiny and
presentation, the team
lead by Dr. Sahu was
awarded a research grant
worth Rs 43.45 lakhs  by
SERB for the research and
the request for the patent
was filed in 2019 after the
completion of the re-
search.

National Tribal Dance Festival
3rd edition in Raipur from Nov 1
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 23: The three-
day long National Tribal
Dance Festival that aims
to promote and showcase
rich, vibrant and state’s
unique tribal culture and
cultural exchange among
indeginous people coming
from across the country
and abroad will be organ-
ized in Raipur from
November 1.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh state will
complete 22 years of its
formation on November 1.
This grand festival that
has taken the shape of an
international event will be
organized along with the
celebrations of 23rd State
Foundation Day
(Rajyotsav). The event will
be held under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel from
November 1 to 3 at the

Science College Ground in
Raipur.

On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, ministers, parlia-
mentary secretaries, legis-
lators and other public
representatives are hand-
ing over invitations of the
event in person to the
Chief Ministers, minis-
ters, and public represen-
tatives of all the states of
the country.

MLA Smt. Anita
Yogendra Sharma and Dr.
Laxmi Dhruv on
Thursday invited
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot to attend
Rajyotsav and National
Tribal Dance Festival.
They met Gehlot and invit-
ed him to participate in
the festival by presenting
him with the special tribal
artwork of Chhattisgarh.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Parliamentary Secretary

Parasnath Rajwade invit-
ed Assam Chief Minister
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma.
MLA Khelsai Singh and
Parliamentary Secretary
Smt. Rashmi Ashish
Singh met the Jharkhand
Chief Minister Shri
Hemant Soren and invited
him to attend the dance
festival on behalf of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Indra Shah
Mandavi and MLA
Daleshwar Sahu invited
Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangaswamy.
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad and
MLA Bhuneshwar Baghel
invited Sikkim’s Public
Works and Culture
Minister Samdup Lepcha,
and MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma handed over the
invitation to the represen-
tative of the administrator
of Lakshadweep.
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DRM inaugurates
booking counter

At railway community
building  

Raipur, Oct 23: The
Divisional Railway
Manager Rajiv Kumar
today inaugurated tick-
et booking counter at
railway community
building in WRS
Colony here. The book-
ing counter has been
restarted after renova-
tion of community
building. Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager (Operation)
Lokesh Vishnoi, Senior
Divisional Personnel
Officer Uday Kumar
Bharti along with offi-
cials of Raipur Rail
Division and office
bearers of rail workers
unions.

CM pays humble tribute to brave martyrs on Police Commemoration Day
Raipur, Oct 23: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel paid a humble tribute to the brave
martyrs on the occasion of Police Commemoration Day today on October 21. Chief
Minister said that the brave martyrs of security forces and police have made
supreme sacrifice while fulllfilling their duties. Entire nation is proud of their val-
our and courage.

For 32nd year To Municipal
Commissioner

Korba, Oct 23: 

A herd of elephants
went on a rampage and
killed a man after a calf
from the group was killed
by villagers in  Korba dis-
trict, a forest official said
on Friday. The incidents
took place in Katghora
forest division. An ele-
phant calf, around one
year old, was allegedly
killed by locals and
buried in a field in Bania
village under Pasan for-
est range sometime earli-
er this week, said
Premlata Yadav,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO). The herd of 44 ele-
phants to which the calf
belonged entered the
nearby Devmatti village
in Jatga range on late
Thursday night.

The elephants trampled
Pintawar Singh and his
three cattle to death when
he was in his cattle shed,
the official said. “Forest
personnel have been mon-

itoring the herd’s move-
ment. Locals have been
advised to remain alert
and avoid going near the
herd,” DFO Yadav said. A
team of forest officials
visited the Bania village
after being tipped off
about the calf ’s killing.
They found that paddy
had been planted freshly
on the patch of land
where the carcass was

buried to cover up the
killing, Yadav said. Forest
personnel exhumed the
carcass. The exact cause
of death will be known
after the autopsy report
arrives, she said. The
owner of the farm where
the calf was buried was
detained for questioning,
the official said. The fami-
ly of the man who was
killed by elephants in

Devmatti village was pro-
vided an instant relief
amount of Rs 25,000 while
the remaining compensa-
tion of Rs 5.75 lakh will be
given after the comple-
tion of formalities, she
said. According to offi-
cials, this herd of ele-
phants has damaged
crops on 22 acres of land
in three villages in the
area in the last two days.
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Manendragarh, Oct 23:

A 32-year-old health
worker was allegedly
raped at knifepoint by a
minor boy at her work-
place in Manendragarh-
C h i r m i r i - B h a r a t p u r
(MCB) district, police said
on Saturday.

The police have appre-
hended the 17-year-old ac-
cused and two of his ac-
complices, while one more
accused in the case was ab-
sconding, an official said.

The incident took place
at a sub-health centre in
Chhipchhip village pan-

chayat, under
Jhagrakhand police sta-
tion limits, on Friday af-
ternoon, said Dipak Saini,
Station House Officer
(SHO) Jhagrakhand.

The woman lodged a
complaint on Saturday

morning, following which
the police swung into ac-
tion, he said.

The woman was alone at
the facility located in the
outskirts of the village,
when the minor and three
of his associates barged

in, he said. They threat-
ened her with a knife and
tied her hands and legs,
following which the boy al-
legedly raped her, the offi-
cial said.

They also allegedly
filmed the act before flee-
ing the spot, he said.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code and
the Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, the Arms Act and
Information Technology
Act, he said.

Woman staffer raped 
by minor inside CHC

Three nabbed

About the case
The incident took place at a sub-health centre in Chhipchhip
village panchayat, under Jhagrakhand police station limits, on
Friday afternoon.The woman was alone at the facility located
in the outskirts of the village, when the minor and three of his
associates barged in.They threatened her with a knife and tied
her hands and legs, following which the boy allegedly raped
her. They also allegedly filmed the act before fleeing the spot.

Konta, Oct 23: 

Influenced by the pro-
motion of
“Rehabilitation Policy”
and “Poona Narkom
Campaign” (New
Morning, New
Beginning) being run
by Sukma Police and
dissatisfied with the in-
human and baseless
ideology of Naxalites
and their exploitation,
atrocities, the Militia
member of the banned
Naxalite organization
Vanjam Soma resident
Pollampalli area sur-
rendered without arms
before TI Konta in the
presence of Friday in
front of Bhavani Pratap
Yadav, 2nd
Commanding Officer

217 CRPF, Senthil
Kumar, 2nd
Commanding Officer, 42
CRPF, Shivanand
Singh.

Surrendered Naxalite
Vanjam Soma was re-
cruited as a Militia
member in the Naxalite
organization in the year

2005 and was actively
involved in activities
like forcibly collecting
levy from villagers, cut-
ting roads, gathering
villagers during Naxal
meetings at Pollampalli
area at the behest of
Naxalite Commander
Pada Apu. Has been
working since and has
been involved in the
murder of a secret sol-
dier in the year 2016, on
which the crime num-
ber 2/2016 in the police
station Polampally
under section 147, 148,
149, 323, 302 IBD was
filed. A case of 25, 27
Arms Act is also regis-
tered against him and
he was carrying a re-
ward of Rs 5000/- on
him by SP Sukma.

Active Militia member surrenders 
At Police Station Polampally

Dongargarh, Oct 22:

Ignoring the guidelines
issued by the office of
District Fighter and
District Fire Officer
Arun Kumar Mishra, the
D o n g a r g a r h
Municipality allotted a
firecracker shop in the
Higher Secondary School
ground without any secu-
rity and facilities.
Keeping in mind the con-
venience of the shop-
keepers, keeping the
rules in mind, the shop is
being operated, but under
the protection of the mu-
nicipality, water tankers,
sand systems and fire-
fighting vehicles were not
present on the spot.

Apart from this, retail
traders and wholesalers
are doing business of
flammable material open-
ly in many places of the
city. On behalf of the sys-
tem in-charge Shravan
Gabhane, it was told that
the shop has been allotted
to the shopkeepers by
liming only and arrange-
ments for security and
convenience will be made
from tomorrow. Keeping
in mind the public safety,
according to the guide

line issued by the govern-
ment, the cracker shop
should not be made of
any inflammable materi-
al like cloth, tent etc, but
by ductile material. The
use of any type of oil
lamp, gas lamp and open
electric light should be
banned for lighting in
cracker shops and any
fireworks display within
50 meters from the crack-
er shop should be
banned.

Joints in electrical
wiring should not be
open and each master
switch should be fitted
with a fuse or circuit
breaker, which would au-
tomatically shut off the
current in the event of a
short circuit. There
should also be arrange-
ment of 200 meter capaci-
ty drums with buckets at
some intervals in front of
the shops and the fire
fighting vehicle can be
made available for stand-
by duty from 7:00 PM to
10:00 PM as per availabili-
ty.

But as per information,
none of the above rules
are being followed by the
municipality nor by the
shopkeepers.

Firecracker 
shops bypassing

safety rules 

Elephant calf killed, herd tramples man to death 
13 people held for killing elephant calf
Forest authorities have arrested 12 people and detained a minor boy for allegedly killing an elephant

calf and burying the carcass in a paddy farm in Korba district, officials said on Sunday. As per prelim-

inary investigation, the accused spotted the elephant calf at the farm in Bania village under Pasan for-

est range on October 18 and allegedly poisoned it to death the next day. They buried the carcass in the

farm to hide the crime, Katghora Divisional Forest Officer Premlata Yadav said. Acting on a tip-off, for-

est personnel exhumed the carcass of the jumbo from the farm in Bania village on October 20 follow-

ing which an investigation was launched into its killing, she said. Forest personnel found that paddy

had been planted freshly on the patch of land where the carcass was buried to cover up the killing, she

said. A case was registered for the offence under provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. So

far, 12 people, including the owner of the farm where the animal carcass was buried, have been arrest-

ed and a 16-year-old boy detained from the village in this connection, Yadav said. The official also said

that during interrogation, the accused told the police about their role in the crime. Efforts are on to

trace the main accused, who is a member of the Pasan janpad panchayat, she added.

Pithora, Oct 23:

SP Mahasamund organ-
ised public awareness
through screeing of traffic
albums and film videos
with help of ‘Anjor Rath
mobile thana’ at Govt
Girl’s HS School Pithora
and Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora under the
‘Hamar Beti, Hamar
maan’ and ‘Jindagi na mi-
legi dubara’, here on

Wednesday.
As per  instructions

from the SP Bhojram Patel
(IPS) and Addl. SP Aakash
Rao, DSP (Traffic) Rajesh
Dewangan, SDM (Pithora)
Prem Lal Sahu, Traffic in-
charge Indrabhushan
Singh, Pithora TI Rakesh
Khuteshwar ad Principal
Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora
Shivcharan Tiwari and
Principals Govt. Girl’s

School Sukh Singh Diwan,
and teachers Ramesh
Shrivastava, constable
Mihir Bisi, Vrindavan
Bhoi, Ghanshaym Nirala
team organised this
awareness programme.

An awareness was creat-
ed among the students of
the school and college by
special constable master
blaster trainer Manoj
Dadsena and police under
the above titles. The stu-

dents were advised not to
drive two wheeler without
helmet and no four-wheel-
ers without seat belts.
They were also advised
not to drive at high speed
and avoid three on two-
wheeler, ensure strict traf-
fic rules and signals and
do not drive any vehicle
without any licence and
should always try to help
the injured persons in any
accidents and dial 112 and
108 for first-aid help. The
girls were als asked to
download ‘Mahila
Abhivyakti App’ and in
this information about all
women-related crimes has
been given and career
guidance has also being
provided in it.

They were also apprised
about sports discipline,
how to improve upon
skills along with studies
and other subjects.

Police department conducts awareness prog
 Under ‘Hamar Beti,

Hamar Maan’ in Girl’s

School and College

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  OOcctt  2233::  ED raids in
the capital city have heated up
the politics in the state with main
Opposition BJP is charging gov-
ernment with corrupt officials
and the Congress protecting
them. There is war-of-words
between former CM Dr Raman
Singh and CM Bhupesh Baghel in
this regard and the later has went
onto the extent of demanding
public apology and warned to file
case of defamation against him if
he fails to do so. On the other
hand, with issuing of a press note
by ED saying that they have
seized Rs 6.50 cr and now the BJP
is targetting those in power and
in governance in the state.

Speaking to media persons, BJP
leaders have demanded termina-
tion of IAS officers found corrupt
and involved in it. BJP Pichada
Varg National V-P and ex-MP
Chandulal Sahu charged that at
one place where the state gov-
ernment is not having funds to
back the schemes, on the other,
they have crossed all limits of
corruption with government pro-
tection. He termed it as black
chapter in the history of
Chhattisgarh.  V-P Pichada Varg
(BJP) said that ED in its press
note has mentioned about seizure
of cash, jewellery and property
worth crores  and after which CM
should tender resignation and
questioned whether CM Baghel
would beg an apology acting as
hindrance in path of development
in the state. He also questioned
as to why no action has been
taken against the corrupt officials
found with unaccounted income
and why no termination order has
been issued till date. On moral
ground, Sahu said that Congress
party should take strict action
against the corrupt officials and
political leaders.

Cong protecting corrupt
officials, alleges Sahu

Rajim, Oct 23:

The local administra-
tion has given permis-
sion to open a fire-
cracker shop in the
city’s fair ground for 5
days and it  was told
that from October 21 to
25, firecracker shops
are being operated,
after which the shops
in the fair ground will
be closed.

This time a total of
twenty one shops have
been decorated, in
which dif ferent types
of firecrackers are
being sold but the star
attraction among the
firwcrackers is the
Match Rifle, which has
the specialty that in-
stead of a bullet, a
match stick is put in it,
and as soon as the trig-
ger is pressed, sound of
a burst giving spark
comes.

As per sale records,
shopkeepers said that
this time their price
has increased by 30 to
40% and the ever-in-
creasing inflation did
not af fect the fire-
cracker business.

Vijay Mahobia, the op-
erator of a firecracker
shop present said that
this time the cus-
tomers are coming in
very less number to
shop, anyway the ad-
ministration gave a
discount for only 5
days, which will affect
the business.On the
other hand,
Shatrughan Dhivar,
for mer vice-president
of Nagar Panchayat
and chairman of Maa
Mahamaya Sheetla
M a n a g e m e n t
Committee, told that
the concern about the
protection of the envi-
ronment is from chil-
dren to elders, that’s
why it is bent to cele-
brate the festival well
by bursting fewer fire-
crackers. It has to be
told that on Thursday,
the local administra-
tion, including
Tehsildar, station in-
charge, SDOP, CMO of
Nagar Panchayat, had
arrived to inspect the
firecracker shops; they
found the security re-
lated and the docu-
ments correct.

Match rifle cracker
in demand in 

firecracker shops

Aarang, Oct 23: 

Sua dance performance
by children, particularly
young girls is keeping the
age old tradition of wel-
coming the festival of
Diwali in a grand front in
the region. The tradition
of Sua dance in
Chhattisgarh has been
going on for centuries and
this dance form starts a
week before Diwali and
girls take a symbolic stat-

ue or picture of Sua and go
from house to house to
perform Sua dance in
groups. There is no au-
thentic information about
the time when the tradi-
tion of Sua dance has been
going on, nor is there any
written record of it.

It is said that the song
which the girls sing is to
express their mind to the
Sua Bird, which is purely
herbivorous and can imi-
tate the human speech ex-

actly. Girls stand in a
round circle in groups of
more than six and of
which half the girls sing
and half dance while re-
peating the folk songs cho-
rus one after the other.
Here no musical instru-
ments are engaged and
only rhythmic clapping is
the standard version to ac-
colade the flow of the
song.

The girls moves house to
house and they are bid
goodbye or ‘Bidaai’, with
alms in the form of food
grains. In return the girls
bless the family with hap-
piness and prosperity. For
the last two years, due to
Covid 19, the practice of
Sua dance had reduced
significantly, but this year
there is a lot of enthusi-
asm among the girls about
the dance form and it
being witnessed across vil-
lages and towns of the re-
gion.

Sua dance the harbinger of festival Diwali
Jagdalpur, Oct 23: The
program of general meet-
ing and election of office
bearers of Chhattisgarh
Forest Rangers
Association (CFRA) was
organized at Hotel
Celebration in Raipur. All
the circle officers from all
over the state were present
in this program. According
to the rules of the Rangers
Association, the election of
the Association is complet-
ed after every two years.
Accordingly, due to the
completion of the time of
the former Provincial
Executive, the announce-
ment of general assembly
and election was made by
the President of Rangers
Association, VN Dubey.
The process of election
was done in the presence of
about one hundred and
seventy five forest rangers
from each district and for-
est division from entire

Chhattisgarh. In which
Prakash Singh Thakur, be-
came the youngest and got
a chance to become the
provincial president.
Mirza Firoz Baig was elect-
ed as Provincial General
Secretary and Mukesh
Netam for Senior
Provincial Vice President.
Along with this, the pro-
gram was made successful
by electing other provin-
cial executives and circle
presidents in the presence
of election officials. In this
program, the responsibili-
ty of Chief Electoral

Officer was performed by
JJ Acharya Assistant
Forest Guard. Along with
this, Udai Singh Thakur
Assistant Forest
Conservator, DK Meher
Assistant Forest
Conservator, Vinod Singh
Thakur Assistant Forest
Conservator, Rakesh
Choubey and Devendra
Gond played their role as
Assistant Forest
Conservator Election
Officer. Circle officers of all
the districts of the state
were present in the pro-
gram.

PS Thakur appointed President CFRA
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RISKING LIVES

Passengers sit on the roof of an overcrowded bus amid a traffic jam near Ghazipur on the eve of Diwali festival, in
New Delhi, Sunday.

CELEBRATING DIWALI

Students celebrate Diwali by lighting earthern lamps inside the Banaras Hindu University, in Varanasi, Sunday.

BRIEF

Arrested 
Mumbai: The
Mumbai police have
arrested a man from
Pune in connection
with a case of cheat-
ing, an official said on
Sunday. The Dindoshi
police on Saturday ar-
rested the man and
seized fake Aadhaar
and PAN cards and
other fabricated docu-
ments from him, an of-
ficial said.

Derail
Bhubaneswar: Two
empty compartments
of Puri-Howrah
Express train jumped
rail on Saturday while
the train was on its
way to Puri railway
station, a railway offi-
cial said. There was
no injury to anyone as
the train was empty
and was on way to
Puri station for its
journey to 
Howrah, he said.

House fire
Lucknow: A retired
Inspector General (IG)
of Police died while
his wife and son were
injured when a fire
broke out in their
house in Indira Nagar
locality here, police
said on Sunday. The
incident took place on
Saturday at about 11
pm. The fire broke out
on the first floor of re-
tired IG DC Pandey’s
house, trapping him
and his family, SHO,
Ghazipur police sta-
tion, Manoj Kumar
Mishra told PTI.

DA hike
Guwahati: The
Assam government
on Sunday an-
nounced an addition-
al dearness allowance
(DA) of four per cent
for its employees and
all India service offi-
cers as a festival gift.
The hike will be effec-
tive from July 1, and
the additional
amount will be paid
with October’s salary,
Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa
Sarma said in a tweet.

Watery grave
Jaipur: Two siblings
drowned while play-
ing in a water tank in
Jaisalmer district’s
Mohangarh area on
Sunday, police said.
SHO Bhawani Singh
said the deceased chil-
dren have been identi-
fied as Krish (2) and
his sister Sapna (3).
After post-mortem,
the bodies were hand-
ed over to the rela-
tives, he said.

Explosion
Coimbatore: One per-
son was charred to
death when a gas
cylinder in a car in
which he was travel-
ling exploded in a
communally sensitive
area in the city on
Sunday, prompting the
state’s top cop to rush
here and take stock of
the situation.

People at a crowded
wholesale market on the
eve of Diwali festival, in

Bengaluru, Sunday.

Aurangabad, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on
Sunday demanded the
Maharashtra government
declare “wet drought” in
the state and provide Rs
50,000 per hectare as com-
pensation to farmers af-
fected by rains without
waiting for the loss assess-
ment reports.

In a dig, Thackeray said
there is a downpour of an-
nouncements under the
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment and a “drought” in
their implementation as
he interacted with rain-hit
farmers in Aurangabad
district.

He said the incumbent
government loved to or-
ganise celebrations with-
out bothering to see if peo-
ple are happy and satis-
fied. The former chief
minister was talking to re-
porters after visiting

Pandharpur and
Dahegaon villages in the
Aurangabad district
where retreating rain
damaged crops.

“This state government
is a celebration-loving
government. There is an
excess downpour of the
announcement, whereas
there is a drought in their
implementation. Events
should be celebrated but
the government should
see the people in the state
are at least satisfied,” he
said.

Thackeray said the state
government must take ef-
forts to change the relief
criteria set by the
National Disaster
Response Fund as they
have become outdated.

He also said the state
government should follow
up with the Centre on the
implementation of the
‘Beed pattern’ of crop in-
surance, also called the 80-

110 formula. According to
the supporters of the
“Beed pattern”, the for-
mula gives benefits to
farmers and the state by
way of excess funds and to
the insurer by capping the
pay-outs. Calling his visit
a symbolic one,
Thackeray said the state
government must declare
“wet drought” in the state
and provide Rs 50,000 per
hectare as compensation
to farmers affected by the
rains.

He said the state govern-
ment must begin provid-
ing relief immediately in-
stead of waiting for the
loss assessment reports to
be submitted from all
areas.

Speaking to PTI, farmer
Kisanrao Dhonde (70) of
Dahegaon in Gangapur
tehsil said the heavy rains
brought about by the re-
treating monsoons have
destroyed his crops.

‘Downpour of announcements,
drought in implementation’

Uddhav Slams Maha Govt

Thiruvananthapuram,
Oct 23 (PTI): The ruling
LDF in Kerala on Sunday
announced a series of
campaigns including
“mass protests” against
Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan accus-
ing him of making a move
to implement “Sangh
Parivar agenda” in the
state’s universities.

CPI(M) state secretary
M V Govindan and CPI’s
Kanam Rajendran said a
meeting of the LDF lead-
ers held here decided to or-
ganise statewide protests
against the Governor for
“misusing” his power as
chancellor of the universi-
ties.

On November 15, the
protests will be organised
in front of Raj Bhavan and
in the district centres.

Senior LDF leaders will
participate in the protest

in front of Raj Bhavan,
they told a press confer-
ence. Accusing the
Governor of “undermin-
ing” the work carried out
by the government for the
overall development of the
universities, Govindan al-
leged that Khan withdrew
the senate members of the
Kerala University to re-
place them with RSS sup-
porters.

“The Governor’s at-
tempt is to control the
higher education sector
for Sangh Parivar,” he
said. Govindan alleged
that the Governor was “de-
stroying the autonomy of
the universities”.

“The Vice Chancellors
are constantly threatened
by the Governor. He is try-
ing to bring in RSS people
in the senates. LDF will re-
sist such moves to under-
mine the higher education

sector,” he said. He
claimed that the govern-
ment has brought revolu-
tionary changes in the
state’s universities by im-
plementing various ambi-
tious projects.

Certain forces are trying
to make illegal moves
through the chancellor to
take control of the varsi-
ties, after realising that
they cannot come to power
through democratic
means, Govindan alleged.

“The Governor proceeds
by declaring that he is an
RSS supporter,” he said
and termed as “tyranni-
cal” Khan’s decision to
oust 15 members of Kerala
University through a noti-
fication.

“Our aim is to build pop-
ular resistance against
such an autocratic ap-
proach of the Governor,”
he said. The Left leaders

said a public convention
with the participation of
like-minded people and ac-
ademics will be organised
on November 2.

District-level pro-
grammes will be held be-
fore November 10 and
protests will be organised
in colleges before
November 12, he said.

The ruling Left decided
to organise the massive
campaign against the
Governor days after he, as
the Chancellor of univer-
sities in the state, notified
the removal of 15 mem-
bers of the Senate of
Kerala University.

The notification was is-
sued on Wednesday as his
October 15 direction to the
Vice Chancellor of Kerala
University to immediately
remove the Senate mem-
bers had not been com-
plied with.

LDF announces series of protests against Kerala Guv
Over university row

Ahmedabad, Oct 23 (PTI):
The Congress on Sunday
said regular government
jobs will be provided to
nearly 15 lakh youths
working on contract or as
outsourced staff in differ-
ent state-run entities and
departments if the party
is voted to power in
Gujarat.

The announcement was
made by the opposition
party’s state unit working
president and MLA
Himmatsinh Patel, a day
after the Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan ap-
proved rules aimed at reg-
ularising contractual
staff.

The Congress also
promised that people who
want to regularise illegal
constructions will be al-
lowed to do so for free.
“This pro-people decision
by the Rajasthan govern-

ment will benefit nearly
1.10 lakh youths. On the
same lines, our party, if
voted to power in Gujarat,
will regularise nearly 5
lakh contractual and 10
lakh outsourced staff.
These youths are being ex-
ploited at present under
the ruling BJP,” Patel told
reporters here.

When asked if Congress
is trying to counter the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
by making such a pre-poll
promise, Patel said people
know very well which
party is capable of deliver-
ing.

“Other parties are mak-
ing promises for the sake
of it. Congress has a long
history of fulfilling prom-
ises and introducing pro-
people schemes and laws,
be it MNREGA, mid-day

meal, free education and
right to food”, said Patel,
flanked by Gujarat
Congress vice president
Jitu Patel. Notably, AAP
national convenor and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had an-
nounced 10 lakh govern-
ment jobs in Gujarat if
elected to power in the
Assembly elections, due in
December this year.

Jitu Patel said the new
Congress government will
not charge anything from
people intending to regu-
larise their illegal con-
struction.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
in Gujarat had last week
announced that it will im-
plement an ordinance to
regularise unauthorised
constructions in urban
areas by charging an “im-
pact fee”.

Cong promises to regularise 15 lakh 
contractual and outsourced employees

 If elected in Gujarat

Chamarajanagar (KTK),
Oct 23 (PTI): Karnataka
Minister V Somanna apol-
ogised on Sunday after he
allegedly slapped a woman
who approached him with
a plea to redress her griev-
ance.

The incident, the video
of which went viral on so-
cial media, took place
when the Housing and
Infrastructure Minister
was participating in a
property document distri-
bution ceremony at
Hangla village in this dis-
trict.

Property ownership pa-
pers were handed over to
landless people who were
occupying government
land for residential pur-
poses.

During the ceremony on
Saturday, the woman, later

identified as Kempamma,
approached the
Chamarajnagar district
incharge Minister report-
edly pleading with him to
allot a plot. The minister

turned angry after he was
shoved due to the unruly
crowd and allegedly
slapped her. “This incident
is not an incident at all. I
have been in politics for

the past 40 years. This was
a programme organised
for the downtrodden and
economically weaker sec-
tion of the society. Though
I did not misbehave at all
but if anyone felt hurt
then I apologise and ex-
press my regret,” he told
reporters in
Chamarajanagar.

According to him,
Kempamma, a widow, was
repeatedly coming on to
the stage compelling him
to ask her not to do so.

Though he told her that
he will resolve her issue in
10 minutes once he comes
down from the stage, she
did not relent, Somanna
added. “I was trying to
make her stand aside indi-
cating her with my hand.
There was no other inten-
tion other than that.

K’taka minister apologises after 
viral video shows him slapping woman

Karnataka Housing Minister V Somanna allegedly slaps a
woman during a public event in a village in Gundlupet, in
Chamarajanagar district.

Hyderabad, Oct 23 (PTI):

The AICC issued a
show cause notice to
party MP from Telangana
Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy after a voice
recording in which he al-
legedly sought support for
his brother, who is the
BJP candidate in the
Munugode Assembly by-
poll, has gone viral.

All India Congress
Committee (AICC)
General Secretary Tariq
Anwar, in the notice dated
October 22, sought a reply
from Venkat Reddy with-
in 10 days as to why disci-
plinary action should not
be taken against him as
per the provisions of the
party Constitution.
“Manickam Tagore, MP,

in-charge Telangana, has
brought to the notice of
the Disciplinary Action
Committee (DAC) that a
voice recording is being
heard with you insisting
on Shri Jabbar Bhai, a
Congress leader to sup-
port the BJP candidate for
the Munugode assembly
byelection on the 3rd
November, 2022 who hap-
pens to be your sibling
against the Congress can-
didate Palvai Sravanthi,”
Anwar said in the notice
that was shared with the
media here on Sunday.

The voice recording has
gone viral on social media
and prominent electronic
and print media as well,
said Anwar, Member
Secretary of DAC, adding,
“prima facie, it is an act of

breach of party disci-
pline.”

The bypoll in
Munugode has been ne-
cessitated as sitting
Congress MLA
Komatireddy Raj Gopal
Reddy, younger brother of
Venkat Reddy, had quit
and joined the BJP.

Venkat Reddy is the in-
cumbent Congress Lok
Sabha member from
Bhongir.

There has been intense
speculation whether
Venkat Reddy would cam-
paign against his brother
and in support of the
Congress candidate in the
bypoll scheduled to be
held on November 3.

Counting of votes
would be taken up on
November 6.

Munugode Bypoll

AICC issues show cause 
notice to party MP Reddy

Kolkata, Oct 23 (PTI): 

IIT Kharagpur has as-
sured agitating students
that “adequate steps”
would be taken to address
their concerns following
the unnatural death of a
third year mechanical en-
gineering student on the
campus. The decomposed
body of 23-year-old Faizan
Ahmed, who hailed from
Assam’s Tinsukia, was
found in his room on
October 14. Hundreds of
students, donning black
ribbons to mourn Ahmed’s
death, took part in an open
house discussion with
Director V K Tewari from
Friday night to early on
Saturday.

Discussions were held
on mental health concerns
of the students, a
spokesperson of the insti-

tute said on Sunday. The di-
rector informed the stu-
dents that “adequate
steps” would be taken in-
ternally to address their
concerns, while terming
Ahmed’s death as extreme-
ly “sad and unfortunate”,
she said.Dean of Students
Affairs, Dhrubajyoti Sen,
submitted his resignation
to the institute authorities
on October 19 in the wake
of the incident but it is yet
to be accepted, the
spokesperson said.
Students alleged that there
were several lapses on the
administration’s part, in-
cluding not immediately
informing the student’s
parents about the incident
and only students bringing
the body from the hostel to
the hospital, a third year
electrical engineering stu-
dent, who took part in the

discussion, said. A
spokesperson of ‘Scholars’
Avenue’, the student-run
campus newspaper, said,
“After seven days of si-
lence, the director agreed
to address the general
body of the institute and
answer our queries regard-
ing the apathetic handling
of the incident.”

While Ahmed’s mother
alleged that he could not
have died by suicide and
demanded a proper investi-
gation, the institute
claimed that no foul play
was suspected and said it
was looking into the cir-
cumstances leading to the
death. Institute Registrar
Tamal Nath said that the
institute has roped in two
non-governmental organi-
sations to provide coun-
selling to students stressed
by the incident.

IT KGP assures students of ‘adequate steps’ 
Following student’s death

BBC’S POLITICAL SHOW

Britain’s main opposition Labour Party leader Keir Starmer (R) and Britain’s Leader of the House of Commons
Penny Mordaunt (L) appear on the BBC’s ‘Sunday Morning’ political television show in London. Mordaunt has yet to
reach the minimum threshold to contest the UK’s top job, though she was the first to formally declare, on Friday.
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Islamabad, Oct 23 (PTI):

Pakistan and China
have decided to jointly
launch three new projects
in addition to the existing
m u l t i - b i l l i o n - d o l l a r
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) as the
all-weather allies seek to
ramp up bilateral ties in
various sectors, including
agriculture, health and
science and technology.

Speaking at the China
Economic Net (CEN) in
Beijing, Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China
Moinul Haq said the three
new projects are China-
Pakistan Green Corridor
(CPGC), China-Pakistan
Health Corridor (CPHC)
and China-Pakistan

Digital Corridor (CPDC),
The New International
newspaper reported on
Saturday.

The first will focus on
agricultural environ-
ment, food security and
green development and
the second will help
Pakistan get efficiency in
the medical field, while
the third will boost
Pakistan’s IT industry, it
said.

Ambassador Haque
said Pakistan has a rich
repertoire of talent and
human resources in dif-
ferent fields of science
and technology, asserting
that IT-based science and
technology has become
very important for
Pakistan.

“We would be an impor-
tant source of help for
China in terms of soft-
ware development. So, we
are working together to
set up training centres in
Pakistan for developing
software in different
fields of IT,” he said.

Haque attached much
significance to the new
projects that are being
launched with great en-
thusiasm.

The report quoted
sources in Pakistan as
saying that the formal
launching of the projects
could take place during
the next month’s visit of
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to China
who has been invited by
Chinese President Xi

Jinping.
The schedule and rele-

vant details for the trip
are being worked out
through diplomatic chan-
nels on a priority basis, it
said.

The new corridors
would become sources of
strengthening Pakistan-
China ties and will pro-
vide a new unshakable
bond of the proximity of
the two nations, it said.

The sources reminded
that the scope of
Pakistan-China friend-
ship and cooperation
would help Pakistan to
overcome its economic
complexities and start
moving on the path of fis-
cal self-sufficiency, it
added.

Pak, China to launch 3 new 
corridors besides CPEC

San Jose (Costa Rica), Oct 22 (AP):

Six people, apparently
including the German
businessman behind
Gold’s Gym, were feared
dead Saturday after a
small plane crashed into
the Caribbean just off the
Costa Rican coast.

All five passengers are
believed to be German citi-
zens, according to
Security Minister Jorge
Torres. The plane’s pilot
was Swiss.

Costa Rican authorities
said pieces of the twin-en-
gine turboprop aircraft
were found in the water
Saturday, after the flight

went missing Friday.
A flight plan filed for the

small, charter plane listed
Rainer Schaller as a pas-
senger. A man by the same
name runs international
chains of fitness and gym
outlets, including Gold’s
Gym and McFit.

Mart n Arias, Costa
Rica’s assistant security
minister, said no bodies
had been located yet at the
site, about 17 miles (28
kilometers) off the coast
from the Limon airport.

“Pieces have been found
that indicate that this is
the aircraft,” Arias said.
“Up to now we have not
found any bodies dead or

alive.”
The plane was a nine-

seat Italian-made Piaggio
P180 Avanti, known for its
distinctive profile.

The plane disappeared
from radar as it was head-
ing to Limon, a resort
town on the coast.

Security Minister
Torres said the flight had
set out from Mexico.

“Around six in the after-
noon we received an alert
about a flight coming from
Mexico to the Limon air-
port, carrying five
German passengers,”
Torres said. A search
started immediately but
was called off temporarily

due to bad weather.
Rainer Schaller was in

the news in 2010 for his
role as organiser of the
Berlin Love Parade techno
festival. A crush at the
event killed 21 people and
injured more than 500.
Authorities at the time
said Schaller’s security
failed to stop the flow of
people into a tunnel when
the situation was already
tense at the entrance to the
festival grounds.

Schaller fought back
against the accusations of
wrongdoing, noting that
his security concept re-
ceived official city ap-
proval.

6 feared dead in small plane crash off Costa Rica

Washington, Oct 23 (AP):

Chanting crowds
marched in the streets of
Berlin, Washington DC and
Los Angeles on Saturday in
a show of international sup-
port for demonstrators fac-
ing a violent government
crackdown in Iran, sparked
by the death of 22-year-old
Mahsa Amini in the cus-
tody of that country’s
morality police.

On the U.S. National Mall,
thousands of women and
men of all ages donning
green, white and red, the
colors of the Iran flag shout-
ed in rhythm. “Be scared.
Be scared. We are one in
this,” demonstrators yelled,
before marching to the
White House. “Say her
name! Mahsa!”

The demonstrations, put
together by grassroots or-
ganizers from around the
United States, drew
Iranians from across the
Washington D.C. area, with
some travelling down from
Toronto to join the crowd.

In Los Angeles, home to
the biggest population of
Iranians outside of Iran, a
throng of protesters formed
a slow-moving procession
along blocks of a closed
downtown street. They
chanted for the fall of Iran’s
government and waved
hundreds of Iranian flags
that turned the horizon into
a undulating wave of red,
white and green. “We want
freedom,” they thundered.

Shooka Scharm, an attor-

ney who was born in the
U.S. after her parents fled
the Iranian revolution, was
wearing a T-shirt with the
slogan “Women, Life,
Freedom” in English and
Farsi. In Iran “women are
like a second-class citizen
and they are sick of it,”
Scharm said.

Iran’s nationwide
antigovernment protest
movement first focused on
the country’s mandatory
hijab covering for women
following Amiri’s death on
Sept. 16. The demonstra-
tions there have since trans-
formed into the greatest
challenge to the Islamic

Republic since the 2009
Green Movement over dis-
puted elections. In Tehran
on Saturday, more antigov-
ernment protests took place
at several universities.

Iran’s security forces
have dispersed gatherings
in that country with live
ammunition and tear gas,
killing over 200 people, in-
cluding teenage girls, ac-
cording to rights groups.

The Biden administra-
tion has said it condemns
the brutality and repression
against the citizens of Iran
and that it will look for ways
to impose more sanctions
against the Iranian govern-

ment if the violence contin-
ues.

Between chants, protest-
ers in D.C. broke into song,
singing traditional Persian
music about life and free-
dom all written after the
revolution in 1979 brought
religious fundamentalists to
power in Iran. They sang
one in particular in unison
“Baraye,” meaning because
of, which has become the
unofficial anthem of the
Iran protests. The artist of
that song, Shervin Hajipour,
was arrested shortly after
posting the song to his
Instagram in late
September.

Iran protests trigger solidarity
rallies in US, Europe

San Diego (US), Oct 23 (AP):

A surge in migration
from Venezuela, Cuba and
Nicaragua in September
brought the number of il-
legal crossings to the high-
est level ever recorded in a
fiscal year, according to
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

The year-end numbers
reflect deteriorating eco-
nomic and political condi-
tions in some countries,
the relative strength of the
U.S. economy and uneven
enforcement of Trump-
era asylum restrictions.

Migrants were stopped
2,27,547 times in
September at the U.S. bor-
der with Mexico, the third-
highest month of Joe
Biden’s presidency. It was
up 11.5 per cent from
2,04,087 times in August
and 18.5 per cent from
1,92,001 times in
September 2021.

In the fiscal year that
ended September 30, mi-
grants were stopped 2.38
million times, up 37 per
cent from 1.73 million
times the year before, ac-

cording to figures released
late Friday night. The an-
nual total surpassed 2 mil-
lion for the first time in
August and is more than
twice the highest level dur-
ing Donald Trump’s presi-
dency in 2019.

Nearly 78,000 migrants
from Venezuela, Cuba and
Nicaragua were stopped in
September, compared to
about 58,000 from Mexico
and three countries of
northern Central America
that have historically ac-
counted for most of the
flow. The remarkable geo-
graphic shift is at least
partly a result of Title 42, a
public health rule that sus-
pends rights to see asylum
under U.S. and interna-
tional law on grounds of
preventing the spread of
COVID-19.

Due to strained diplo-
matic relations, the U.S.
cannot expel migrants to
Venezuela, Cuba or
Nicaragua. As a result,
they are largely released
in the United States to pur-
sue their immigration
cases. Title 42 authority
has been applied 2.4 mil-

lion times since it began in
March 2020 but has fallen
disproportionately on mi-
grants from Mexico,
Guatemala, Honduras and
El Salvador.

U.S. officials say
Venezuelan migration to
the United States has
plunged more than 85 per
cent since October 12,
when the U.S. began ex-
pelling Venezuelans to
Mexico under Title 42.

At the same time, the
Biden administration
pledged to admit up to
24,000 Venezuelans to the
United States on humani-
tarian parole if they apply
online with a financial
sponsor and enter through
an airport, similar to how
tens of thousands of
Ukrainians have come
since Russia invaded their
country. The first four
Venezuelans paroled into
the United States arrived
Saturday two from
Mexico, one from
Guatemala, one from Peru
and hundreds more have
been approved to fly, the
Homeland Security
Department said.

Illegal border crossings to US
from Mexico hit annual high

Beijing, Oct 23 (PTI):

Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Sunday created
history, becoming the first
leader of the ruling
Communist Party after
party founder Mao Zedong
to get re-elected for an un-
precedented third term in
power with the prospect of
ruling China for life.

Xi, 69, who was elected
Sunday morning as
General Secretary of the
Communist Party for 3rd
five-year tenure by the
new seven-member
Standing Committee
packed with his support-
ers appeared before the
local and foreign media
here to herald the new era,
widely termed ‘Xi era’.

Xi’s “election” for the
third term in power for-
mally ends the over three
decades rule followed by
his predecessors, barring
Mao, of retiring after a 10-
year tenure. Xi was first
elected in 2012 and will be
completing his 10-year
tenure this year.

With moderates like
Premier Li Keqiang, who
was ranked number two,
eased out in the election to
over 300-member Central
Committee on Saturday by
the once-in-a-five-year
Congress of the
Communist Party of

China (CPC), the
Committee which met on
Sunday elected a 25-mem-
ber Political Bureau.

The Political Bureau
elected a seven-member
Standing Committee,
which in turn elected Xi
for a third five-year term

as General Secretary.
Much on the expected

lines, Xi was elected to the
Central Committee on
Saturday, to the Political
Bureau and the Standing
Committee and then as
General Secretary on
Sunday with relative ease
as the Congress passed the
key amendment to the
Party’s constitution rein-
forcing his “core” status
with the directive that all
party members have the
“obligation” to follow his
directives and doctrines.

Observers say Xi’s emer-
gence as the most power-
ful leader as President,
party leader and head of
the military with prospect
of leader for life in the
footsteps of Mao, whose
extremist ideological cam-
paigns like the Cultural
Revolution resulting exter-
mination of millions, is
widely expected to be
viewed with sense of un-
ease and concern as the
one-party state has now
become one-leader state.

The well-choreo-

graphed week-long 20th
Congress ended on a sor-
did note on Saturday with
former President Hu
Jintao being physically
escorted out under the
glare of the media at the
ornate Great Hall of peo-
ple.

The incident is seen as
an irony as 79-year-old Hu
had peacefully handed
over power to Xi ten years
ago in 2012. However, offi-
cial media reports said he
was unwell.

Meanwhile, a different
central administration
headed by the new pre-
mier will formally take
place in March. The party
Congress also approved
an amendment of the
party Constitution on
Saturday that could fur-
ther enhance Xi’s stature
as China’s leader. Xi, in
his brief closing remarks
on Saturday, said the revi-
sion of the Constitution
sets out clear require-
ments for upholding and
strengthening the party’s
overall leadership.

Chinese President Xi creates history, 
wins record third term in power

London, Oct 23 (PTI):

Indian-origin former
chancellor Rishi Sunak on
Sunday formally declared
his candidacy to contest
the Conservative Party
leadership election to re-
place Liz Truss as British
Prime Minister and fix the
economy.

The 42-year-old is the
clear frontrunner as he
raced ahead with the back-
ing of at least 128 Tory
members of Parliament,
even as loyalists of his for-
mer boss Boris Johnson
claimed he has the neces-
sary 100 MPs needed to
make it to the shortlist.

While the former Tory
leader and prime minister
is yet to officially declare
his candidacy, the contest
is shaping up as a three-
way fight including third-
placed Leader of the
Commons Penny

Mordaunt.
“The United Kingdom is

a great country but we
face a profound economic
crisis,” Sunak tweeted in
his campaign pitch.

“That’s why I am stand-
ing to be Leader of the
Conservative Party and
your next Prime Minister.
I want to fix our economy,
unite our party and deliv-
er for our country,” he

said. In an accompanying
vision statement, the for-
mer finance minister
highlighted his track
record of serving in the
Cabinet, helping to steer
the economy through the
toughest of times with the
COVID pandemic.

“The challenges we face
now are even greater. But
the opportunities if we
make the right choice are
phenomenal. I have the
track record of delivery, a
clear plan to fix the biggest
problems we face and I
will deliver on the promise
of the 2019 manifesto,” he
writes.

“There will be integrity,
professionalism and ac-
countability at every level
of the government I lead
and I will work day in and
day out to get the job done.
I am asking you for the op-
portunity to help fix our
problems,” he said.

The much-anticipated
declaration came follow-
ing reports of so-called
power-sharing talks be-
tween Sunak and Johnson,
which supporters say
sought to find common
ground within a deeply di-
vided Tory party.

“I don’t think there’s
any issue around deals
here and that’s not the
right way to proceed,” for-
mer deputy prime minis-
ter and Sunak supporter
Dominic Raab told the
BBC. “What they [Sunak
and Johnson] did have is a
very good conversation
around the need for unity
and the momentum and
growing number and also
range for Rishi, that he is
the best placed because he
has got the breadth of sup-
port,” he said, adding that
support for Sunak from
within the party was
“growing by the hour”.

Rishi Sunak declares candidacy
to be new UK PM 

New members of the Politburo Standing Committee, front

to back, President Xi Jinping, Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang

Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, and Li Xi arrive at the Great

Hall of the People in Beijing, Sunday, Oct. 23.

Demonstrators rally at the National Mall to protest against the Iranian regime, in

Washington following the death of Mahsa Amini in the custody of the Islamic republic’s

notorious ‘morality police.’
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India and Net Zero
Carbon Emissions
India is shooting arrows

in the dark with regard to
the goal it has set to
achieve zero net carbon
emissions by 2070. India is
still heavily dependent on
coal which is the largest
contributor to carbon
emissions in the country.
The Delhi NCR region has
recently decided to phase
out coal starting the first
day of 2023, which will go
a long way in achieving
the almost unassailable
goal India has set for itself.
India has only about 8
years to achieve a smaller
goal it has set which is to
bring down carbon emis-
sions by 1 billion tonnes
by 2030. The problem
which is in front of the
government is the 130 bil-
lion Indians who do not
accept anything new
when they are comfort-
able with something. So,
making renewable
sources of energy attrac-
tive to the population
would be a herculean task
for the government ahead.
Though the goal looks im-
possible, it is not un-
achievable as India by
2070 will be a much richer
country with a healthy
per capita income which
will allow it to be more
flexible in its spending
choices and will have a
healthier economy and
would not be hesitant in
cashing for green energy.
India can also be a hub for
all these renewable re-
sources as it has immense
potential in churning out
green energy which will
be the need of the world
by 2050. If India can be
self-sufficient in green en-
ergy it will not only be
beneficial for the goal it
has set but also this will
bring in a revenue of 500
billion dollars. India will
have to take baby steps to-
wards a clean and green
energy future and this
will in turn change the de-
pendence of the country
on coal and oil.
Noopur Baruah, Tezpur

Kharge’s new job
It does look like Kharge

will be at the helm of the
party, but the Gandhis will
not loosen their grip. What
else could explain Kharge
saying that he would have
no shame in taking the ad-
vice and support of the
Gandhi family in running
the party’s affairs? It im-
plies that he may also be
remote-controlled from 10,
Janpath, like the former
PM, Dr Manmohan Singh.
Kharge’s new challenges
include exercising full
control over the party’s in-
ternal bickerings and sav-
ing the sinking political
ship by turning the extant
adverse political tide in
the party’s favour during
the forthcoming state
Assembly polls and the
2024 General Election. It
may be easier said than
done.

Kumar Gupt, by mail
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Customers buys artificial flowers outside the Ghazipur wholesale flower market on the eve of Diwali festival, in New Delhi, Sunday, Oct. 23.

DIWALI RUSH

F ormer UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and former finance
Minister Rishi Sunak appeared to be leading potential con-

tenders to replace British Premier Liz Truss as candidates were busy
canvassing support to become Conservative Party leader in a fast-
tracked contest. After 45 stormy days in office, Truss resigned. Those
who want to replace her must secure 100 votes from Conservative
lawmakers to run in a contest, which  the  party  hopes  will  reset  its
ailing fortunes. With opinion polls suggesting the Conservatives
would be all but wiped out if a national election were held now, the
race is on to become the fifth British premier in six years. The winner
will be announced next week. In what would be an extraordinary
comeback, Johnson, who was ousted by his lawmakers in July but re-
mains popular with party members, was being touted alongside
Sunak as a likely candidate. Britain's shortest-lived prime minister,
Truss quit after  her  economic  plans  were  rejected  by investors, hit-
ting the pound and pushing up borrowing costs, forcing a U-turn
under a new finance minister after she sacked her closest political
ally. The Conservative Party has a big majority in Parliament and need
not call a nationwide election for another two years, but opposition
parties have said that voters should now be given a say. The outgoing
Prime Minister said she had come  in to  office  at  a  time  of  signifi-
cant international and economic instability, with families and busi-
nesses worried about how they would pay their bills. She said she was
elected by the Conservative Party with a mandate to fix the “low
growth” that was holding the UK back, by lowering taxes and return-
ing to high growth.Truss’s departure is the final blow to the current
government, which has seen several high-profile resignations in re-
cent days. Former Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng was compelled to step
down following a botched mini-budget that had rattled markets.
Then,   Home   Secretary   Suella Braverman resigned, ostensibly be-
cause she had not followed security protocols while sending an email.
However, in her publicly posted letter she had said that she had “con-
cerns” about the government’s “direction”. Shortly after Truss quit,
reports emerged that former British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was
planning a return to No.10. Johnson believed it was in the “national in-
terest”. It was Johnson being ousted from office in early July that had
set off a contest through August that brought Truss to her leadership
role after she won a majority of some 1,60,000 votes from
Conservative members. The names of several contenders from the
August race have resurfaced, including former Chancellor Rishi
Sunak, who had resigned from Johnson’s Cabinet, unlike Truss, who
had stayed on as Foreign Secretary. Sunak’s “disloyalty” to Johnson
was a factor in his loss to Truss in the summer and it is a challenge he
will still need to overcome in any intra-party contest. Other names
doing the rounds  included  Leader  of  the  House  of Commons Penny
Mordaunt, Ms. Braverman, Defence Secretary Ben Wallace and
International Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch.This is the shortest peri-
od in office of any British leader. Truss is the fourth PM to have been
ejected by her own party within six years, which gives some indication
of how deeply divided the Conservative Party is.

Would you think it weird if I
refused to travel on Sundays
that fall on the 22nd day of the
month? How about if I lobbied
the homeowner association in
my high-rise condo to skip the
22nd floor, jumping from the
21st to 23rd? It's highly unusu-
al to fear 22 so, yes, it would be
appropriate to see me as a bit
odd. But what if, in just my
country alone, more than 40
million people shared the
same baseless aversion? That's
how many Americans admit it
would bother them to stay on
one particular floor in high-
rise hotels: the 13th.

According to the Otis
Elevator Co, for every building
with a floor numbered "13," six
other buildings pretend to not
have one, skipping right to 14.
Many Westerners alter their
behaviours on Friday the 13th.
Of course bad things do some-
times happen on that date, but
there's no evidence they do so
disproportionately. As a sociol-
ogist specialising in social psy-
chology and group processes,
I'm not so interested in individ-
ual fears and obsessions. What
fascinates me is when millions
of people share the same mis-
conception to the extent that it
affects behaviour on a broad
scale. Such is the power of 13.
Origins of the superstition

The source of 13's bad repu-
tation "triskaidekaphobia" is
murky and speculative. The
historical explanation may be

as simple as its chance juxta-
position with lucky 12. Joe
Nickell investigates paranor-
mal claims for the Committee
for Skeptical Inquiry, a non-
profit that scientifically exam-
ines controversial and extraor-
dinary claims. He points out
that 12 often represents "com-
pleteness": the number of
months in the year, gods on
Olympus, signs of the zodiac
and apostles of Jesus.
Thirteen contrasts with this
sense of goodness and perfec-
tion. The number 13 may be as-
sociated with some famous but
undesirable dinner guests. In
Norse mythology, the god Loki
was 13th to arrive at a feast in
Valhalla, where he tricked an-
other attendee into killing the
god Baldur. In Christianity,
Judas the apostle who be-
trayed Jesus was the 13th
guest at the Last Supper. But
the truth is, socio-cultural
processes can associate bad
luck with any number.

When the conditions are
favourable, a rumour or super-
stition generates its own social
reality, snowballing like an
urban legend as it rolls down
the hill of time. In Japan, 9 is
unlucky, probably because it
sounds similar to the Japanese
word for "suffering." In Italy,
it's 17. In China, 4 sounds like
"death" and is more actively
avoided in everyday life than
13 is in Western culture includ-
ing a willingness to pay higher
fees to avoid it in cellphone
numbers. And though 666 is
considered lucky in China,
many Christians around the
world associate it with an evil
beast described in the biblical
Book of Revelation. There is
even a word for an intense fear
of 666: hexakosioihexekonta-
hexaphobia.

Social and psychological 
explanations

There are many kinds of
specific phobias, and people

hold them for a variety of psy-
chological reasons. They can
arise from direct negative ex-
periences fearing bees after
being stung by one, for exam-
ple. Other risk factors for de-
veloping a phobia include
being very young, having rela-
tives with phobias, having a
more sensitive personality
and being exposed to others
with phobias. Part of 13's rep-
utation may be connected to a
feeling of unfamiliarity, or
"felt sense of anomaly," as it is
called in the psychological lit-
erature.

In everyday life, 13 is less
common than 12. There's no
13th month, 13-inch ruler, or
13 o'clock. By itself a sense of
unfamiliarity won't cause a
phobia, but psychological re-
search shows that we favour
what is familiar and dis-
favour what is not. This
makes it easier to associate 13
with negative attributes.
People also may assign dark
attributes to 13 for the same
reason that many believe in
"full moon effects." Beliefs
that the full moon influences
mental health, crime rates,
accidents and other human
calamities have been thor-
oughly debunked. Still, when
people are looking to confirm
their beliefs, they are prone
to infer connections between
unrelated factors.

For example, having a car
accident during a full moon,
or on a Friday the 13th, makes
the event seem all the more
memorable and significant.
Once locked in, such beliefs
are very hard to shake. Then
there are the potent effects of
social influences. It takes a vil-
lage or Twitter to make fears
coalesce around a particular
harmless number. The emer-
gence of any superstition in a
social group fear of 13, walk-
ing under ladders, not step-
ping on a crack, knocking on

wood, etc. is not unlike the
rise of a "meme." Although
now the term most often
refers to widely shared online
images, it was first introduced
by biologist Richard Dawkins
to help describe how an idea,
innovation, fashion or other
bit of information can diffuse
through a population.

A meme, in his definition,
is similar to a piece of genet-
ic code: It reproduces itself
as it is communicated among
people, with the potential to
mutate into alternative ver-
sions of itself. The 13 meme
is a simple bit of information
associated with bad luck. It
resonates with people for rea-
sons given above, and then
spreads throughout the cul-
ture. Once acquired, this
piece of pseudo-knowledge
gives believers a sense of
control over the evils associ-
ated with it.

False beliefs, true 
consequences

Groups concerned with pub-
lic relations seem to feel the
need to kowtow to popular su-
perstitions. Perhaps owing to
the near-tragic Apollo 13 mis-
sion, NASA stopped sequen-
tially numbering space shuttle
missions, dubbing the 13th
shuttle flight STS-41-G. In
Belgium, complaints from su-
perstitious passengers led
Brussels Airlines to revamp its
logo in 2006. It had been a "b"-
like image made of 13 dots.
The airline added a 14th. Like
many other airlines, its planes'
row numbering skips 13.
Because superstitious beliefs
are inherently false, they are
as likely to do harm as good
consider health frauds, for ex-
ample. I'd like to believe influ-
ential organisations perhaps
even elevator companies
would do better to warn the
public about the dangers of
clinging to false beliefs than to
continue legitimising them.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Diwali, the festival of lights, is a
time of celebration and a time for re-
flection.  It also coincides with the
heart-warming practice of exchanging
sweetmeats with neighbours, friends
and extended family. This kind act is to
strengthen bonds with neighbours,
friends and relatives.  It brings the
community together. It also inculcates
in participants the sense of joy associ-
ated with giving.  And by doing it in
times of joy, such as Diwali, it strength-
ens our inclination to give others in
times of need. It brings together peo-
ple of all religion to enjoy the celebra-
tion. Diwali is not just about illuminat-
ing houses and paths.  Persons must
ignite the divine light within and let its
radiate outward, so that it touches all
those we come across. 

Diwali is celebrated for many rea-
sons; but the most commonly known
reason is to celebrate the day Sri
Rama, Sitaji, and Lakshman returned
from their exile of 14 years in the for-
est – symbolizing a win of goodness

over evil. By Hindu calendar, it also
marks the start of the New Year calen-
dar. In fact, Diwali is considered so
auspicious that it is celebrated with
families and friends over five days. The
Sanskrit word “Deepavali” means “an
array of lights” and signifies the victo-
ry of brightness over darkness. It
means a row of lights and indeed illu-
mination forms its main attraction.
Dhanteras festival has got its name
from two words 'Dhan' meaning
wealth and 'Teras' that means thir-
teenth. The auspicious occasion of
Dhanteras holds an important place in
Business community of India and cele-
brated with utmost divinity and enthu-
siasm. Lakshmi - the goddess of
wealth, fortune, power, luxury, beauty,
fertility, and auspiciousness holds the
promise of material fulfillment and
contentment. In many households,
gold and money is worshipped with
reverence; new account books are
opened in business houses for the new
fiscal year and old ones wound
up.Many Hindus would have already
cleaned their place of abode which ac-

cording to tradition welcomes the god-
dess of wealth which is also associated
with the festival.   Historically, the ori-
gin of Diwali can be traced back to an-
cient India, when it was probably an
important harvest festival. The excite-
ment and celebratory spirit that Diwali
brings is unmatchable. Celebrating
Diwali with friends and family has its
own charm.Diwali, the festival of
lights, celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs and
Jains in India and around the world, is
dedicated to the triumph of goodness
over evil and knowledge over igno-
rance. It honours the goddess of
wealth, Lakshmi, and the legend of
Rama and Sita. Festivities include dec-
orating houses and public spaces with
thousands of lights, candles and

colourful designs. Fireworks, family
gathering and gift giving also form
part of the celebrations. The Hindu
festival which signify the victory of
good over evil. During this tenure,
thousands of years ago Hindu’s saw
return of Lord Rama back in the
princely state of Ayodhya after crush-
ing Ravana in Sri Lankan area. The bat-
tle was iconic, mammoth and involved
good forces of heavenly bodies, super-
natural spirits and blessings of mother
goddess – Durga over powerful de-
monic forces of Ravana and his associ-
ates. The growing ethnic and cultural
diversity of Hindu religion throughout
the world provides the opportunity to
participate in the celebrations and rit-
uals of Diwali festival that enhances
the feelings of being part of a close-
knit group of Indians. Most Diwali cele-
brations around the world focus on
family and friends and it is a time to
reflect on the past and envision for a
future, perhaps, in a world where peo-
ple live together in harmony. Outside
India also, as Diwali approaches, peo-
ple clean their home to escape bad

luck in the upcoming year and families
gather for a feast and stay up late, cel-
ebrating with the help of crackers and
sweets. They believe that the Hindu
goddess of good luck visits homes that
are brightly lit. Children make “diyas”
which are small clay lamps to light and
bring the good luck goddess to their
home so they can receive new clothes
and toys. One family may have many
thousand of these little diyas decorat-
ing their home. 

The Hindu festival which signify the
victory of good over evil. During this
tenure, thousands of years ago Hindu’s
saw return of Lord Rama back in the
princely state of Ayodhya after crush-
ing Ravana in Sri Lankan area. The bat-
tle was iconic, mammoth and involved
good forces of heavenly bodies, super-
natural spirits and blessings of mother
goddess – Durga over powerful de-
monic forces of Ravana and his associ-
ates. Let us enjoy your life and always
remember “Life comes once only. No
retake/replay/rewind/ once more. One
should enjoy it. Be happy and keep
others happy too.”

Diwali burns all bad times and enter us in good times 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Kajal Chatterjee

S ince centuries India has held aloft the light of liberalism, tolerance,
humanity,  harmony and unity in diversity” – perhaps one of the most

commented sentences.  Indeed if it is true, then why full-fledged citizens of
this very land had been rendered as “untouchable” and administered inhu-
man torture and violence and discrimination since centuries(with the poison
still thriving in many regions). What about a series of communal riots or
pogroms continuing since ages including gory partition of erstwhile British-
administered India! Violence in the name of language race and states
were/are not uncommon. So the fact remains that still we have to walk many
many miles  before truly doing justice to India’s lofty humanitarian descrip-
tion. Mere sharing a politically demarcated map is not enough, psychological
unity  remains the key of real integrity. And that brings us to another com-
ment hardly based on reality.  “Let the  darkness of evil get burnt and a new
light of goodness emerge” --- perhaps one of the most repeated lines revolv-
ing the spirit of Diwali (actually the most abused line).  Will we just stop a bit
and indulge in a bit of introspection and contemplation? Now celebration of
Diwali is not a recent phenomenon, rather a tradition thriving since centuries
involving generation after generation rendering it perhaps the most pan-
Indian festival.  Yet how can darkness afford to stand ground that too with
full flow! Racism to communalism to casteism to violent separatism to cor-
ruption to land grabbing to red tapism to muscle flexing to trafficking to
child exploitation to human bondage to sexual atrocities to torture of the
strong upon the weak --- sheer darkness all around! Also darkness invades
our mind through silly superstitions and Taliban-resembling intolerance to-
wards all things “Other”. And physical emotional psychological economic vi-
olence and exploitation happen right within homes or families also. Rather it
is often seen to be knocking out all norms of sanity and goodness from the
ring with a series of punches, hooks, jabs and upper as well as lower cuts.b
After all, at the end of the day it is not Diwali night; rather human beings will
have to play the greatest role behind removal of darkness of evil. At best
they can draw the spirit of Diwali to achieve it, but concrete action needs to
be taken by us only promoting the mere theory to a practical entity. Thus it
can be easily concluded that we are not walking the talk reducing the much
highlighted spirit of Diwali into a bankrupt rhetoric or farce.  As a matter of
fact on the very night of “removal of darkness”, we are at our devilish “best”!
Right from early evening till dead of night, atrocious sound-emitting crack-
ers reverberate throughout the horizon. What a barbaric torture upon the
sick, senior citizens infants and domestic animals! Less said about environ-
mental pollution the better. Moreover these crackers also serve as a great
avenue to display monetary muscle --- who explode the maximum amount of
crackers or whose sound is most ear-shattering heart-splitting. And not to
forget that a lot of tears and sighs are also embedded within these crackers
which are made through the hard toil of severely exploited child laborers ---
the innocent vulnerable ones being made to slave day in and day out in the
most unfriendly dangerous conditions.  Don't it hurt our conscience a bit. If
we learn to visualise the tears and utter helplessness of those hapless kids
before bursting a firecracker, we will certainly succeed in desisting our-
selves from reaching out to the match box. If all people are inspired to not
sponsor the industries which exploit children, the units are bound to suffer
an immense financial loss compelling them to refrain from exploitation of
children. And instead of being merely rhetoric, different welfare schemes
need to be urgently launched for the rescued children. Apart from the rheto-
ric of gigantic statues or Bullet Trains, even Space/Moon/Mars missions can
wait; at first human dignity and child welfare needs to be ensured.  To eradi-
cate the dreaded policy of apartheid, the world did not wage a war with
arms against South Africa. Instead, the international community merely boy-
cotted the country from every affair. Along with the struggle of Nelson
Mandela, the tactics of boycott also played a great role in putting an end to
the apartheid regime. Similarly, the inhuman fire cracker industry can also
be taught a lesson if we refuse to get lured by the “joy” of bursting crackers
and instead learn to boycott it.  It is high time we learn to respect Diwali by
awarding its due through practical significance i.e. literally removing  dark-
ness from all corners of the society including our minds.

Let there be Light

Why is 13 considered unlucky?

UK braces for third 
PM in three months

BARRY MARKOVSKY
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Best Agrolife
New Delhi: Agro
chemicals firm Best
Agrolife Ltd has
clocked an over five-
fold jump in its consol-
idated net profit at Rs
129.81 crore for the
quarter ended
September on higher
sales. Its net profit
stood at Rs 25.18 crore
in the year-ago period,
the company said in a
statement. Total in-
come also more than
doubled to Rs 701.17
crore in the second
quarter of this fiscal
year from Rs 324.71
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the previous year.

DLF 
New Delhi: Realty
major DLF Ltd’s sales
bookings rose 62 per
cent year-on-year dur-
ing the April-
September period to
Rs 4,092 crore on bet-
ter demand for its
housing properties. Its
sales bookings stood
at Rs 2,526 crore in the
first half of the previ-
ous financial year, ac-
cording to an in-
vestors presentation
by the firm. DLF Ltd
has given guidance of
sales bookings at Rs
8,000 crore for the cur-
rent 2022-23 financial
year, a 10 per cent in-
crease from the previ-
ous fiscal.

Samsung India
profit falls 5 pc

New Delhi: Samsung
India Electronics’
profit after tax for
FY22 fell 4.86 per cent
to Rs 3,844.40 crore,
while its revenue from
operations went up
8.65 per cent to Rs
82,451.60 crore, said
data accessed by busi-
ness intelligence plat-
form Tofler. The elec-
tronic major had re-
ported a PAT (profit
after tax) of Rs 4,040.80
crore and its revenue
from operations was
at Rs 75,886.30 crore
for the financial year
that ended on March
31, 2021. Samsung
India’s EBITDA
(Earnings before in-
terest, taxes, deprecia-
tion, and amortisa-
tion) was almost flat at
Rs 7,081.80 crore in the
latest FY22 as against
Rs 7,093.40 crore.

Cashew exports 
New Delhi:

Contracting for the
last eleven months, the
country’s cashew ex-
ports contracted by 38
per cent to USD 22.71
million in September
succumbing to intense
competition in the in-
ternational markets.
The exports have been
declining since
November last year,
according to the data
of the commerce min-
istry. The data showed
that the exports
dipped by 34 per cent
in April, about 30 per
cent in May, about 6
per cent in June, 26.62
per cent in 
July and 31.5 per cent
in August.

Borosil
Renewables

New Delhi: India’s
first solar glass manu-
facturer Borosil
Renewables Ltd has
acquired 86 per cent
stake in Europe’s
largest solar glass
manufacturer
Interfloat Group for
an undisclosed sum of
money. “With its ac-
quisition of the
Interfloat Group,
BRL’s solar glass man-
ufacturing capacity
will grow to 750
tonnes per day from
the current 450 TPD,
an increase of 66 per
cent,” the company
said in a statement.

OLIVE HARVEST

Palestinian youth, wearing traditional embroidered dresses, pick olives during a ceremony marking the start
of the olive harvest season in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on October 23.

DIWALI FLOWER MARKET

Vendors selling flowers wait for customers at a market ahead of upcoming Diwali festival, in Agra, Sunday,
Oct. 23.

Bengaluru, Oct 23 (PTI):

London-based satellite
communications compa-
ny Network Access
Associated Limited
(OneWeb) on Sunday said
its partnership with ISRO
and the space agency’s
commercial arm NSIL
demonstrated its commit-
ment to provide connec-
tivity across the length
and breadth of India by
2023.

From Ladakh to
Kanyakumari and
Gujarat to Arunachal
Pradesh, OneWeb will
bring secured solutions
not only to enterprises but
also to towns, villages,
municipalities and
schools, including the
hardest-to-reach areas
across the country, it said.

“OneWeb’s commit-
ment to enhance connec-
tivity in India is backed by
Bharti Global, its largest
investor,” the company

said in a statement.
OneWeb confirmed the

successful deployment of
36 satellites launched by
NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL), the commercial
arm of Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO), from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC- SHAR) in
Sriharikota.

“This launch by ISRO
and NSIL is one of the
biggest commercial or-
ders by India’s premier
space organisation, and
the first using the LVM3
rocket,” OneWeb noted.
The lift-off took place on
Sunday at 12.07 am.

OneWeb’s satellites sep-
arated successfully from
the rocket and were dis-
pensed in nine phases
over a period of one hour
and 15 minutes, with sig-
nal acquisition on all 36
satellites confirmed.

This is OneWeb’s 14th
launch, bringing the con-

stellation to 462 satellites.
This launch represents
more than 70 per cent of
its planned 648 low earth
orbit (LEO) satellite fleet
that it said will deliver
high-speed, low-latency
connectivity worldwide.

With only four more
launches to go, OneWeb
said it remains on track to
activate global coverage in
2023, while its connectivi-
ty solutions are already
live in regions north of 50-
degrees latitude.

“This (Sunday’s launch)
will pave way for more
launches in the future.
The interaction with
OneWeb was so seamless,
right from the receipt of
the satellites until injec-
tion,”, ISRO Chairman S
Somanath was quoted as
saying.

Executive Chairman of
OneWeb Sunil Bharti
Mittal said today’s launch
is a significant milestone
for OneWeb.

Committed to provide connectivity
across India by 2023: OneWeb

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) mem-
ber Ashima Goyal has at-
tributed the rise in tax
collections to demonetisa-
tion and said that it will
help the nation move to-
wards the ideal situation
where low taxes are
levied on a large base.

On November 8, 2016,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the de-
monetisation of old Rs
1,000 and Rs 500 ban-
knotes and one of the key
objectives of the unprece-
dented decision was to
curb black money flows
and promote digital pay-
ments.

Noting that demoneti-
sation had short-term
costs but some long-term
benefits, Goyal said it en-

hanced digitisation and
formalization in the econ-
omy and reduced tax eva-
sion, although all this has
further to go.

“It contributed to the
buoyancy in taxes the
country is benefitting
from today. This helps us
move towards the ideal of
low tax rates on a large

base,” she told PTI. The
tax department on
October 9 said that the
gross collection of tax on
corporate and individual
earnings jumped nearly
24 per cent so far in the
current fiscal year to Rs
8.98 lakh crore.

GST collections re-
mained above Rs 1.40 lakh
crore for the seventh
month in a row at Rs 1.47
lakh crore in September,
a 26 per cent increase
over last year, reflecting
buoyancy in tax collec-
tion.

However, earlier this
month former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
said that the BJP’s poli-
cies of demonetisation,
GST and farm laws are
weapons aimed at India’s
poor and small business-
men.

Demonetisation behind the buoyancy 
in tax collections, says RBI MPC member

RBI Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC)
member Ashima Goyal 

Mumbai, Oct 23 (PTI):

The Sajjan Jindal-led
JSW Group is foraying
into the lending space with
an investment of up to Rs
400 crore in a captive non-
bank lender housed in its
e-commerce arm, a senior
official has said. The non-
bank finance company
(NBFC) will be a sub-
sidiary of the JSW One
Platforms (JSWOP) and
will be doing purchase fi-
nance for buyers on the
newly started e-commerce
arm, Gaurav Sachdeva, the
chief executive of JSWOP,
told PTI in a recent inter-
action. Eventually, the
NBFC can help out other
companies in group like
cements, steel or paints by
offering financing solu-
tions, Sachdeva, who has
worked in the financial

services space earlier, said.
Sachdeva said at present,
the micro, small and medi-
um enterprises which
form JSWOP’s clientele
are not served by the bank-
ing sector as well as they
should be, and hence, the
USD 22 billion JSW Group
felt a need to enter the
space. He said JSWOP will

invest around Rs 350-400
crore in the NBFC over the
next two years, and the
same is a part of an overall
USD 4,000 crore capital in-
vestment plan outlined for
the e-commerce business
by FY27. “It will only be e-
commerce customers who
will get the financing. We
are building a captive

(NBFC)..its part of the e-
commerce business, it is
not an independent go to
market company,”
Sachdeva said.

The group has already
incorporated the financial
services company within
JSWOP and christened it
as JSW One Finance Ltd,
he said, adding that the
company will approach the
RBI for a license to work as
a non-deposit taking NBFC
in the last quarter of FY23,
and hopes to get the regu-
latory nod in 7-9 months
after that. “On the credit
front, if we have to extend
it to the JSW Group at
some point of time, we will
be (open). It will require
more capital,” he said,
adding that this is the
maiden foray into the fi-
nancial services space for
the group.

Sajjan Jindal’s JSW Group to foray into lending
with Rs 400 cr investment in captive NBFC

Sajjan Jindal

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

Bombay Dyeing &
Manufacturing Company
Ltd said it will move to the
Securities Appellate
Tribunal against the
Sebi’s ruling that barred
the company, its promot-
ers from the securities
markets for up to two
years. Sebi, in its order,
barred 10 entities, includ-
ing Bombay Dyeing and its
promoters — Nusli N
Wadia, Ness Wadia and
Jehangir Wadia— from
the securities markets for
up to two years and levied
a fine totalling Rs 15.75
crore on them for involv-
ing in fraudulent scheme
of misrepresenting the
company’s financial state-
ments. Others banned and
penalised by Sebi are —
Scal Services Ltd, a Wadia

Group company, its then
directors — D S Gagrat, N
H Datanwala Shailesh
Karnik, R
Chandrasekharan — and
Durgesh Mehta, who was
Joint Managing Director
and Chief Financial
Officer of Bombay Dyeing.
In a statement, a Bombay
Dyeing spokesperson said
that the company will be
exercising its statutory
right to appeal this order
and believes it would get

justice and stand vindicat-
ed. The company said it is
in receipt of Sebi’s order
making remarks about fi-
nalised accounts dating
back to a decade ago. In
essence, the regulator has
sought to interpret ac-
counting standards and
the depiction of validly
prepared, approved and
properly presented un-
qualified accounts be-
tween F.Y. 2011-12 and F.Y.
2018-19.

Bombay Dyeing to move SAT
against Sebi ruling in mkt ban case

BBhhooppaall,,  OOcctt  2233::    

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
Limited (Glenmark), an inno-
vation-driven global pharma-
ceutical company, became the
first to launch Teneligliptin
(20mg) + Dapagliflozin
(5mg/10mg) fixed dose com-
bination (FDC) for the treat-
ment of adult patients with
type 2 diabetes, especially the
ones with comorbidities.
Marketed under the brand
name Zita D; it contains
Teneligliptin (20mg) +
Dapagliflozin (5 mg/10 mg),
and must be taken once daily
under prescription to improve
glycemic control & prevent
complications in adult
patients with type 2 diabetes,
especially the ones with
comorbidities. On the launch,
Alok Malik, EVP & Business
Head - India Formulations,
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals,
said, “Diabetes is growing in

India at an alarming rate, and
eight out of every ten diabetic
patients suffer from comor-
bidities. Glenmark being a
leader in the diabetes seg-
ment in India is proud to bring
Zita D, a well researched and
affordable fixed dose combi-
nation, which will significantly
improve the glycemic control
in adult patients suffering
from uncontrolled Type 2 dia-
betes, especially the ones with
comorbidities.” Glenmark has
a strong legacy of bringing
new and effective treatment
options for diabetic patients. 

In 2015, Glenmark revolu-
tionized diabetes treatment in
India by being the first to
launch the DPP4 inhibitor –
Teneligliptin, followed by a
fixed dose combination of
Teneligliptin + Metformin.
Earlier in 2022, Glenmark
launched Sitagliptin and its
FDCs, followed by
Lobeglitazone.

Glenmark launches Zita D for
adults with type 2 diabetes

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

The government and
state-owned insurer LIC,
who will continue to hold
significant shareholding
in IDBI Bank post its pri-
vatisation, will not veto
any proposals of the new
owner as part of their plan
to give the incoming pro-
moters a free hand, a sen-
ior official said.

The government earlier
this month invited bids for
the sale of 60.72 per cent
stake in IDBI Bank, which
is 45.48 per cent owned by
the government and 49.24
per cent by the Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC).

At Friday’s closing price
of Rs 44.30, IDBI Bank is
valued at Rs 47,633 crore
but the government is
looking for at least 30 per

cent markup in the sale.
At the current price,

sale of 61 per cent stake
would fetch about Rs
29,000 crore to the govern-
ment.

The official said post-
privatisation, the govern-
ment and LIC sharehold-
ing will come down to 34
per cent but they do not in-
tend to move in tandem to
block any special resolu-
tion proposed by the new
promoter.

This is with a view to as-
suaging the concerns of
investors.

“There should not be
any such concern. If we
are selling a 60.72 per cent
stake and transferring
management control, it
should be clear to in-
vestors that we are not in-
terested in controlling the
institution and hence will

not oppose any resolu-
tion,” the official said.

“We will give an assur-
ance on this at the RFP or
financial bids stage to the
qualified bidders for IDBI
Bank,” the official told
PTI.

There have been con-
cerns in some quarters
that the government and
LIC holding 34 per cent
stake in IDBI Bank after
its privatisation may act
as a deterrent for bidders
as a shareholder or a
group of shareholders to-
gether holding 25 per cent
or more of the shares can
effectively oppose a special
resolution.

Allaying such a con-
cern, the official said “if
that was the intent, then
we would not have gone
ahead with selling about
61 per cent stake.

No govt, LIC veto post 
privatisation of IDBI Bank

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI):

As many as 384 infra-
structure projects, each en-
tailing an investment of Rs
150 crore or more, have
been hit by cost overruns
of more than Rs 4.52 lakh
crore, as per a report.
According to the Ministry
of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation, which
monitors infrastructure
projects of Rs 150 crore and
above, out of 1,529 projects,
384 reported cost overruns
and as many as 662 projects
were delayed.

“Total original cost of im-
plementation of the 1529
projects was Rs 21,25,851.67
crore and their anticipated
completion cost is likely to
be Rs 25,78,197.18 crore,
which reflects overall cost
overruns of Rs
4,52,345.51crore (21.28% of

original cost),” the min-
istry’s latest report for
September 2022 said.

According to the report,
the expenditure incurred
on these projects till
September 2022 was Rs
13,78,142.29 crore, or 53.45
per cent of the anticipated
cost of the projects.
However, the number of de-
layed projects decreases to
531 if delay is calculated on
the basis of latest schedule
of completion. Further, it
showed that for 603 projects,
neither the year of commis-
sioning nor the tentative
gestation period has been
reported. Out of the 662 de-
layed projects, 133 have
overall delays in the range
of 1-12 months, 124 have
been delayed for 13-24
months, 276 projects for 25-
60 months and 129 projects
have been delayed for 61
months and above.

384 infra projects show cost
overruns of Rs 4.52 lakh cr



Katrina reveals the most
fun aspect of playing ghost

in ‘Phone Bhoot’

B
ollywood actress Katrina Kaif, who is gearing up for
her upcoming horror-comedy offering 'Phone Bhoot',
shared what intrigued her about the script and to her,

what was the most fun aspect of playing a ghost in the film,
which also stars Ishaan Khatter and Siddhant

Chaturvedi. The actress told IANS, "The most fun as-
pect of playing a ghost was the world of the film itself. I
realised that it's been quite a few years since I did a
comedy film. So, there was some kind of desire to get

back on a film set which entailed laughter and
quirkiness and a taut script." Praising the writ-

ers of the film, she further mentioned, "'Phone
Bhoot' is a film where you can see that writ-
ers have created something that they have
been really passionate about for years to-
gether. They have infused a lot of things, in-
cluding the pop-culture references and the
gags in script and the dialogues, and it will
show on the screen when the viewers get to
see it." 'Phone Bhoot', produced by Excel
Entertainment, has been directed by
'Mirzapur' fame director Gurmeet Singh, and
is arriving in cinemas on November 4, 2022.

Sharvari’s favourite Diwali ritual is ‘pahili pahat’

A
ctress Sharvari loves Diwali and all the traditions which come with it. Right from
lighting diyas, to making rangoli, to dressing up in Indian wear to meeting friends
and family she thoroughly enjoys all aspects of the festival. However, the one Diwali

ritual she looks forward to is the 'pahili pahat' which is a Maharashtrian ritual where the
whole family sits together to have the first meal of the day before sunrise. Talking about

the same, Sharvari said: "I love Diwali and the ritual of pahili pahat in which, as a fami-
ly, we all wake-up before sunrise, use Utna (multani mitti) as a scrub for one's skin, get
ready in new Indian clothes, listen to some happy marathi songs about Diwali and have
breakfast together." "This breakfast is called faral which includes dishes like chiwda,
chakli, shankarpale, karanji and many more savories like that which are all cooked at
home." "I really look forward to this meal as we come together on a table as a family
and the mood is very festive and celebratory. It feels like a new beginning. I also relish

the wide spread of food and my favorite thing is chakli and shankarpale." She
summed up saying: "As a kid I have always enjoyed faral and I appreciate it more so

now, because everyone is busy in their own hectic schedules but on Diwali, we all
come together and after faral take blessings from our elders."

Tamannaah
Bhatia:

Couldn’t be
happier to
be having a 

working 
Diwali

A
ctress Tamannaah
Bhatia will be
working on Diwali

and she says she couldn't
be happier. After giving
her best in Tamil, Telugu
and Hindi Film Industry,
she's all set to make her
Malayalam film debut as
well. Helmed by Arun
Gopi, the shooting has al-
ready begun and the busy
bee Tamannaah will have
a working festive season
this Diwali. Tamannaah
said "I couldn't be happier
to be having a working
Diwali! I'll celebrate the
festivities with the entire
cast and crew on set itself
and I'm looking forward to
it. I'm very grateful for all
the amazing work that has
been coming my way. The
love that the audiences
and my fans give me, is
what keeps me motivated
all year round." Bhatia has
more in store for her fans
with the upcoming release
of her romantic-drama
flick "Gurthundha
Seethakalam", "Bhola
Shankar", Prime Video se-
ries "Jee Karda" and
Netflix's "Lust Stories".

ACROSS

1. Hobby wood

6. Prophetic sign

10. Floor cleaners

14. Locales

15. Colorless

16. ____ Fitzgerald

17. Closes tightly

18. Narrate

19. Harvest

20. Foot part

22. Meetings

24. Ingest

25. Not this

27. Fall mo.

28. High voice

30. Bus terminal (abbr.)

33. Took a dip

37. Horn sound

38. Theater seater

40. Umbrella

42. Spookiest

44. Farewell, to Pierre

45. Shakespearean monarch

47. Butter units

48. Blushing

49. Certain advertiser

52. Caught ya!

53. Hand over

54. Pack animal

57. Airport section

61. Main course

63. Conception

64. Sunburn soother

66. Biblical pronoun

67. Disappointing grades

68. Disorder

69. Fable collector

70. Discontinues

71. Experts

72. Nasty looks

DOWN

1. Count ____ of jazz

2. Fight site

3. Minimum

4. Pretzel seasoning

5. Desirable qualities

6. Choose

7. Eminent conductor

8. She, in Toulouse

9. Singer Willie ____

10. Deserve

11. Margarine

12. Design

13. Tree fluids

21. Picture

23. Scrub

26. NASA program

29. Military command (2 wds.)

30. Mets' bygone home
31. Midterm, e.g.
32. Crafts
33. Shadowbox
34. Walk in water
35. Like the Sahara
36. Hollywood's ____ West
39. Tiny drink
41. Fish delicacy
43. Wear away
46. Fence in
50. Canal country
51. Leased car
52. Accumulate
54. Stand up
55. Mister (Sp.)
56. Oozes
57. Ocean current
58. First garden
59. Marsh plant
60. Guinness of "Star Wars"
62. Biblical "you"
65. Snaky letter
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The unexpected need to take a journey
by air or spend a lot of time working
could bring about an inconvenient sepa-
ration from your partner. While the rea-
sons for this situation and the projected
outcome are very positive, it can cause
a temporary upset in your relationship.
Don't worry about it. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Is your workplace upgrading its equipment?
Are you in the process of increasing your
technology skills? Today's planets show that
success and advancement through technol-
ogy are definitely in the offing for you,
Pisces. If you've been thinking about pur-
chasing a computer, do it today if you can.
Whatever your goals, you can harness cur-
rent innovations to help them along. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Some close friends could turn you on to a
new interest or perhaps a group you might
want to join. Intellectual stimulation
through those closest to you could open
the way to new plans and innovations. You
might want to try combining artistic inter-
ests with technology, Aries, perhaps
expanding your knowledge of photogra-
phy, computer graphics, or filmmaking. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Sudden, unexpected news could arrive
today, perhaps by mail or phone. You could
host a virtual group meeting of some kind.
A lot of exciting information and stimulat-
ing conversation could take place, Taurus,
bringing fresh ideas that spark new inter-
ests. Expect a very busy but productive
day, looking ahead toward the future
rather than back toward the past.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Short journeys in your neighborhood,
perhaps connected with a group
you're associated with, could take up
a lot of your time today, Gemini.
Fascinating and stimulating emails or
calls could arrive. Books and maga-
zine articles could provide informa-
tion that sends you in a new direction
in some way.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Unexpected money developments
could brighten your day today, Cancer.
Perhaps you will get a raise or an
increase in some other form of income.
Technology could be involved in some
way, or a long-term goal you've been
striving for finally brings in some bene-
fits. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A surprising revelation, either from within
or from sources like books, the Internet, or
communications from others could set you
in an entirely new direction. You will have
an increased sense of freedom, as well as a
clearer and more progressive outlook. You
might consider some pretty heavy changes
in your life, Leo, but don't make any final
decisions or arrangements today. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Discoveries made through occult sciences
such as astrology or numerology could see
you embrace some rather revolutionary
ideas about yourself, the world, and life. You
could become involved with a group associ-
ated with metaphysical studies or take an
online class or workshop of some kind. This
could mean a new direction for you in some
way, Virgo.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Sudden lucky breaks could come your way
today, Libra, possibly through friends or
groups with which you're involved. A long-
term goal you've been working toward
might bring unexpected but wonderful
results. Virtual group activities, particular-
ly those involving social or political issues,
could take up a lot of your time. This prom-
ises to be a busy, productive day.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might feel the desire to break
free from your daily routine, Scorpio, par-
ticularly regarding career matters. You
might consider developing a business of
your own, one that would give you a lot
more freedom than you currently have.
This is a good day to start looking into it.
You might find that there are more possi-
bilities out there than you expected.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A sudden and unexpected opportunity to
take a journey by air could come your way
today, Sagittarius. This might be some-
thing you've wanted for a long time finally
manifesting. Certainly, adventure is in the
air, although it might be mental adventure
as much as physical. Some information
could come your way that catapults you
into a new and exciting field of interest. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Technology could pave the way for you to
greatly increase your income, possibly
through new skills or investments. This is
likely to be a very positive development,
setting the stage for future financial suc-
cess. Some unusual, interesting dreams
could come your way, bringing unexpect-
ed revelations about you and your past -
and possibly your future. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he festival of lights
- Diwali is here and
celebrating the fes-

tivities with much enthu-
siasm, music and masti
will be Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's prestigious
singing reality show
Indian Idol - Season 13.
Joining host Aditya
Narayan this weekend
will be seen Harsh
Limbachiyaa and togeth-
er, both of them will be
increasing the entertain-
ment quotient a notch
higher with their wit and
humour! Not just this,
surprising everyone
with the best gift will be
everyone's favourite 'Chi
Chi' aka Govinda along
with his family wife
Sunita Ahuja and daugh-
ter Tina Ahuja in the
Sunday special episode.
Judged by Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani, the upcoming
weekend episode on
Saturday and Sunday at
8:00 pm will be a visual
delight for the viewers.
Entertainment ka dose
hoga double jab milenge
Bollywood ke ‘Chi-Chi’
with the top 14 contest-
ants! Opening the festivi-

ties on the show with
firecrackers and a 100 kg
laddoo, the singing reali-
ty show will certainly
make your Diwali spe-
cial!

Contestant Shivam

Singh from Vadodara
will be seen talking in
Gujarati with the guest
host Harsh Limbachiyaa
making for a cute mo-
ment. Surprising every-
one with their mind-bog-

gling avatars will be seen
Anushka Patra from
Kolkata dressed in tradi-
tional clothes out of her
'padhaku bachchi'
avataar and Rishi Singh
from Ayodhya dressed as
Lord Ram. Impressing
the guests and the judges
with his ‘dhuadhaar’ per-
formance will be
Navdeep Wadali from
Amritsar. The judges
will be seen giving him a
standing ovation for 5
long minutes. Not just
this, Govinda will be
seen offering Vineet
Singh from Lucknow to
sing in his next film.
Adding to the entertain-
ment tadka will be ‘com-
edy ke baadshah’
Govinda who will be
seen grooving with judge
Neha Kakkar on his pop-
ular number ‘Mai Toh
Raste Se Jaa Raha Tha.’
He will be seen applaud-
ing the platform and the
channel for promoting
extraordinary talent.

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol – Season 13’s
‘Happy Wali Diwali’
episode’ this Saturday
and Sunday at 8:00 PM
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

It’s ‘Happy Wali Diwali’ 
on ‘Indian Idol - Season 13!

T
he versatile actress
Amyra Dastur, who
has appeared in nu-

merous Hindi, Tamil, and
Telegu films, has just ut-
terly blown us away with
her gorgeous hair. She is
not only stunning but also
adaptable when it comes
to her amazing sense of
style in both clothing and
cosmetic regimen. She ex-
udes confidence, style, and
boldness. Amyra has al-
ways opted for natural
looks, whether it be her
hair, makeup, or light sil-
houettes. The actress's
hair is seriously shiny and
wavy, giving us big hair
goals.

Amyra reveals the se-
crets to her at home hair-
care routine.

The following are 3 sim-
ple hacks suggested by her
can easily be followed by
anyone and one can get
smooth, bouncy, and soft
hair just like hers.

Amyra suggests Oiling
and Head massage once
every week

Amyra says, "I remem-
ber during my school days
when my mum used to
champi my hair, it was so
therapeutic. Now because
of hectic shoot schedules
and travelling, I some-
times miss my mum's
warm champi , but as

good habits last forever, I
make sure to massage my
hair with oil once every
week. There are certain
ingredients which are su-
perfoods for your hair and
scalp, that's why I always
ensure to follow a clean
beauty routine. Hair &
Care is my go-to product
for a nice head champi

massage, it has plant-
based extracts like Aloe
Vera, Green Tea and Olive
Oil, these ingredients real-
ly matter to me as they can
even reverse the hair dam-
age, the signs like frizzy,
dullness, hair breakage
and what not."

Did you know a 10 mins
champi can increase blood

circulation which further
leads to boosting hair
growth? We should give it
a try; we would rather sug-
gest let's do it together.

Amyra's quick hair-
care tip - Use wide Tooth
jade comb

Detangling is really im-
portant, but one has to use
the right comb to get nu-
merous benefits from it.
Using a wide tooth comb
especially made from jade
stone, prevents hair
breakage, and helps in
making your tresses
strong from its root. It is
gentle on the scalp and
provides pressure points
which in turn improves
blood circulation and hair
health. Amyra says, "This
particular comb I really
enjoy using as it very
calming and it gently de-
tangles my hair, because
of regular usage it has re-
duced my split ends and
hair fall."

Amyra's not so ordi-
nary hack - Use Silk
Pillow

The trend of using silk
pillowcases is making
waves amongst the Gen Z
and Millennials on
Instagram, but for all good
reasons. Silk pillowcases
are soft and light, they
provide gentle and clean-
er surface for your hair.

Actress Amyra Dastur shares
her haircare routine

Ramshackle village school
gets new lease of life

Nagpur, Oct 23 (PTI): 

A dilapidated village
school in Maharashtra's
Nagpur district was trans-
formed into a modern fa-
cility thanks to the efforts
taken by young profes-
sionals and businessmen.

The primary school run
by Nagpur Zilla Parishad
at Sukali village of
Hingna taluka underwent
a major makeover after
two NGOs found out about
its poor condition, an offi-
cial said. Catering to 200
students of Classes 1 to 5
from three villages, the
school had only two class-
rooms and one non-func-

tional washroom for the
children, he said. Nagpur
Round Table-83 (NRT-83)
along with Bridge the Gap
Foundation came up with
the idea to provide the
best possible infrastruc-
ture and modern facilities
to the school.

The two NGOs found
out about the school in
January 2022 and decided
to build it afresh with
modern amenities, and
after completion of legal
formalities, the work
started the very next
month. The first phase
was completed and the
school was inaugurated
on October 9.

Kerala village on way to 100 %  literacy in Hindi
Kozhikode (Kerala), Oct 23 (PTI): 

Septuagenarian Janaki
Amma relishes her new-
found love for Hindi in a
small Kerala village, and
repeats the brief sentence
taught to her as part of an
effort by a panchayat to
achieve 100 per cent Hindi
literacy.

At a time when Kerala,
along with Tamil Nadu, is
opposing any attempts of
'Hindi imposition', and ne-
tizens engaging in heated
debates over the issue,
Janaki Amma is bowled
over by the articulation of
the sentence "Ek tandhi
andheri raat sadak pe ja
raha hai" (going down the
road on a cold dark night)
and the excited granny re-
peats several times what

the instructor taught her.
The need to communi-

cate with the sizeable mi-
grant worker population
in the village seems to be
the spark for such an ini-
tiative. The objective is to
declare Chelannur a com-
plete Hindi literate pan-
chayat, the first such civic
body in Kerala and proba-
bly the first in south India,
by Republic Day next year,
authorities in the
Congress-ruled Chellanur
village panchayat here
said.

The priority of the au-
thorities was to implement
a unique project with its
limited funds utilising the
human resource in the vil-
lage panchayat. But, the
practical reason that per-
suaded them to finalise the

Hindi literacy programme
was the huge presence of
migrant workers in the
panchayat.

Of course, long before a
Parliamentary panel's rec-
ommendations to make
Hindi the medium of in-
structions in higher educa-

tion institutions triggered
a political controversy in
the country and states like
Kerala and Tamil Nadu
strongly opposing the pro-
posal, the Chelannur vil-
lage panchayat launched
its efforts to turn itself
completely Hindi literate.

The 72-year-old Janaki
Amma used to repeat the
sentence every now and
then, maybe out of excite-
ment to learn something
new at the dusk of life, her
daughter Athmini, a neigh-
bourhood volunteer, said.

Like Janaki Amma,
hundreds of villagers, cut-
ting across age, gender and
educational barriers are
learning Hindi in the vil-
lage panchayat, where
there is a huge presence of
migrant workers from
northern states, for some
time as part of the civic
body's ambitious mission
to achieve 100 per cent lit-
eracy in the language.

The immense participa-
tion of people in the pro-
gramme was surely due to
the fact that the project

would help them equip
with basic Hindi skills to
communicate and deal
with the guest workers,
who are now an integral
part of their social life, au-
thorities said. Panchayat
president Nousheer P P
said the project targeted to
make every villager aged
between 20-70 years as
Hindi literate.

"There is no connection
between our project and
the recent controversy re-
garding Hindi. The concep-
tualisation and other basic
works of the project began
last year. Ahead of the
launch, a survey was con-
ducted to identify those
who are not well-versed in
Hindi and those who are
interested to learn the lan-
guage," he told PTI.

Touch and feel rare rocks,
crystals at unique museum

Pune, Oct 23 (PTI): 

A wide range of rocks,
crystals, minerals and fos-
sils are on display at a
newly-developed museum
in the campus of a city-
based premier engineering
institute, where people can
not just view but also touch
and handle these rare ex-
hibits. The 'Geology
Museum' opened last
month in the College of
Engineering Pune
Technological University
(COEPTU) in Shivajinagar
area in the heart of the city
provides an opportunity to
researchers, students and
amateur geologists alike to
handle and have a first-
hand experience of the geo-
logical treasure, which
comprises as many as

22,000 specimens. Housed
in a heritage structure
built in 1892, which used to
serve as a "principal's bun-
galow" during the British
era, the museum has sever-
al rarest of the rare rocks,
fossils, minerals and crys-
tals, which experts said in-
clude those formed first on
the Earth's crust, different
types of igneous, sedimen-

tary and metamorphic
rocks. "All these rocks,
minerals, fossils, etc were
collected during various
engineering geological
works and field excursions
from the Deccan Volcanic
Province and other engi-
neering and geological
sites across the country,
where COEP geological
team have worked.

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Balaknama, a newspa-
per being brought out by
Delhi's street children for
the last 18 years, is now
planning to go digital by
launching its YouTube
channel early next year.

Like the newspaper, the
YouTube channel will also
be completely run by the
street or slum-dwelling
young reporters of
Balaknama. They would
depict the struggles and
achievements of their fel-
low street children
through audio and videos
on the new platform.

"The YouTube channel
would be run by reporters
of Balaknama. We are
currently giving training
to these young reporters

on how to work on the vi-
sual medium. Besides, we
are teaching digital policy
to them, so the process
will take some time. We
will be able to launch the
platform by the end of
January," Sanjay Gupta,
Director at NGO 'Chetna',
told PTI.

Chetna (Childhood en-
hancement through train-
ing and action) funds the
printing of the newspa-
per. The YouTube channel
would be editorially inde-
pendent as the children
would take a call on what
goes in it on the lines of
the newspaper.

"Through this move, we
want to take the struggles
of street children to a
large number of people,"
Gupta added.

Balaknama, a unique
newspaper for and by
street-connected children,
came out with its first edi-
tion in 2003. At that time,
it used to be published
quarterly and after 2015 it
started publishing it on a
monthly basis. The news-

paper team consists of
young children who ei-
ther lived or presently
live in difficult circum-
stances.

Kishan, who is the 17-
year old editor of
Balaknama, himself
comes from a humble

background.
"I used to sell 'gutka', to-

bacco and betel leaves at a
kiosk after the death of
my father. Four years ago,
I got connected with
Chetna NGO that encour-
aged me towards studies,
and today I am the editor
of Balaknama newspaper.
The position has given me
respect," Kishan said.

The newspaper is an
outcome of neglect and
injustice to street and
working children across
the world. When children
did not find space among
adults, they decided to
pen down their issues and
glories, an attempt to
change people's percep-
tion and ensure identity,
dignity, and participation
of street children.

‘Ayurveda is India’s ancient
tradition and wealth’

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Ayurveda is India's an-
cient tradition and wealth
and it can be nurtured in
association with the peo-
ple living in forests, Union
Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda said on
Sunday.

He was speaking at the
7th Ayurveda Day event at
the Vigyan Bhawan which
saw participation of sever-
al dignitaries and experts.

On the occasion, a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing was signed between
the Ministry of Ayush and
the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs to explore the
areas of collaboration,
convergence and synergy
for tribal development

while preserving the tribal
culture heritage through
evidence-based planning
and capacity building.

This year's Ayurveda
Day was celebrated with
the theme "Har Din Har
Ghar Ayurveda" so as to
propagate benefits of

ayurveda to a larger and
grassroots community.

The six-week-long cele-
brations saw huge partici-
pation from across the
country, more than 5,000
events were organised by
institutes and councils of
the Ministry of Ayush
with the support of more
than 26 central ministries,
missions and embassies.

Munda, who was the
chief guest at the event,
said, "Ayurveda is India's
ancient tradition and
wealth. Ayurveda can be
nurtured in association
with the people living in
forests. Ayurveda is the
only medical science that
talks about prevention of
disease, not treatment
after getting sick."

‘Germany has not changed
its position on Kashmir’

New Delhi, Oct 23 (PTI): 

Germany on Sunday said
it has not changed its posi-
tion on Kashmir and the
"bilateral path" is the way
forward to resolve the
vexed issue, days after
India rejected a call by the
German and Pakistani for-
eign ministers for involv-
ing the United Nations for a
solution to it. German
Ambassador to India
Philipp Ackermann told
PTI in an interview that
there is no new German
policy on the Kashmir
issue and Berlin has been
sticking to what it always
maintained on the matter.

India reacted sharply
after German Foreign
Minister Annalena
Baerbock and her Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari at a joint press con-
ference in Berlin on
October 7 spoke about a

possible role by the UN to
resolve the Kashmir issue.
"Frankly, we were a little
surprised by the harshness
of the media. You know the
media and social media
were a bit harsh. We take
note of it. So, apparently,
the wording she used was
the reason for misunder-
standings," Ackermann

said. "But I want to make it
clear that Germany has not
changed its position on
Kashmir. We stay with our
very consistent position
that bilateral talks, the bi-
lateral path is the way for-
ward and she said that also
in the statement," he said.
The German envoy said his
country stands by what it

has been maintaining on
the issue. "I do not want to
be too exegetical on the
statement. But it is clear in
the statement. Therefore, I
hope to calm the
way...There is no new
German policy on this.
Basically, we stick to what
we always said in this con-
text," he said.

India has always been
maintaining that Kashmir
is its bilateral issue with
Pakistan and that there is
no role for third parties.
"All serious and conscien-
tious members of the glob-
al community have a role
and responsibility to call
out international terror-
ism, especially of a cross-
border nature," External
Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said while reacting
to the comments by the
Pakistani and German for-
eign ministers.

p In Pune’s tech
institute
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Arjun Munda 

Tetrapod' shaped light-based public art installation at Girgaon Chowpatty ahead of Diwali festival, in Mumbai, Sunday.

ART INSTALLATION

People release a hot air balloon as part of Diwali and Kali Puja celebrations, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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Plans to launch YouTube channel next year

German Ambassador to India Philipp Ackermann during
an interview with PTI, in New Delhi.

Street children’s newspaper Balaknama going digital

A collection of minerals put on display at College of
Engineering Pune Technological University's (COEPTU)
newly set-up Geology Museum, in Pune. 

Now, heritage sites
of Odisha part of

walking tour
Bhubaneswar, Oct 23 (PTI):
Fascinating stories of the
past of Odisha will be pre-
sented to tourists as the
Hindu temple 'Lingaraj',
Buddhist pagoda Shanti
Stupa' and other heritage
sites in and around
Bhubaneswar are now
part of a walking tour. A
walking tour is travelling
to a historical or cultural
site on foot, frequently in
an urban setting.

The Odisha Tourism
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation (OTDC) has
launched a guided walk-
ing tour to various her-
itage sites to promote the
state's rich culture and
history.

Odisha Walks', as it was
christened, will take an
enthusiast to 10th-centu-
ry Mukteswar and 11th-
century Lingaraj temples,
Shanti Stupa, Khandagiri
and Udaygiri caves.
Guides will tell the tales
of those places to the
tourists.

People attend a class to learn Hindi as part of an initiative
by a panchayat to achieve 100 per cent Hindi literacy, at
Chelannur in Kozhikode district, Sunday.

After makeover by NGOs


