
Hate speeches
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Calling hate
speeches a "very serious
issue", the Supreme
Court Friday directed
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand governments
to promptly register crim-
inal cases against the cul-
prits without waiting for a
complaint to be filed. It
warned any delay on the
part of the administration
will invite the court's con-
tempt. A bench of
Justices K M Joseph and
Hrishikesh Roy also
issued notices to the two
state governments on a
petition filed by a man
named Shaheen Abdullah. 

Bomb threat
MMuummbbaaii:: A man was
arrested for allegedly
calling up and threatening
to blow up a luxury hotel
in suburban Vakola, a
Mumbai police official
said on Friday. The call
was received at 8:49pm
on Thursday after which a
probe team began efforts
to nab the person by col-
lecting call detail record
(CDR) and mobile tower
location, he said. "Our
probe has found the
accused is an alcoholic. 

Tiger crushed 
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: A tiger was
run over by a train in
Rajura forest range of
Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district on
Friday, a senior forest
official said. The death
came to light in the morn-
ing hours, when a gang-
man of the Railways spot-
ted the carcass of a tiger
on the railway track on
Hyderabad-Ballarshah
route, the official said.
The matter was reported
to the forest department
and a team rushed to the
spot for inspection. The
tiger was a sub-adult,
said Suresh Yelkarwar,
the range forest officer of
Rajura Range. 

PMLA case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday said it has
attached seven immov-
able assets of Uttar
Pradesh gangster-turned-
politician Mukhtar Ansari
as part of a money laun-
dering investigation
against him and his fami-
ly. The properties, provi-
sionally attached under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
are worth Rs 1.48 crore
(registry value) while
their circle rate at the
time of registration was
Rs 3.42 crore, the federal
agency said in a state-
ment. Ansari, a five-time
former MLA, is currently
lodged in a prison in
Banda, Uttar Pradesh. 

DIWALI FESTIVAL

People buy decorative items and lights from a local market ahead of Diwali festival, 
in Prayagraj, Friday.
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New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday said his govern-
ment will soon move the
Supreme Court for in-
creasing reservation for
tribals in the state accord-
ing to their population.

He said the state govern-
ment has also set up a
commission in this regard
and it will submit its re-
port in November.

Baghel was talking to re-
porters after inaugurating
the three-day
Chhattisgarh Tribal
Festival here, the first
such initiative in the na-
tional capital to promote
tribal art and culture.

When Chhattisgarh was
part of Madhya Pradesh,

there were 20 per cent trib-
als and 16 per cent
Scheduled Castes (SC) in
the state. After the cre-
ation of Chhattisgarh,
there were 32 per cent trib-
als and 13 per cent SCs in
the state, the chief minis-
ter said.

In 2005, the Centre gave
its nod to granting reser-
vation in Chhattisgarh ac-

cording to population but
this was stalled by the pre-
vious state government
from 2005 to 2011, he al-
leged.

In 2011-12, when tribals
agitated, the state govern-
ment gave 32 per cent
reservation to them, 12 per
cent to SCs and 14 per cent
to Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), leading to
58 per cent reservation, he
said. Later, two commit-
tees were set up but they
never presented their re-
ports before the court and
this led to the high court
annulling the decision on
reservation, Baghel said,
adding that reservation on
the lines of Madhya
Pradesh was automatical-
ly implemented in
Chhattisgarh. "We are now

moving the Supreme
Court and have also set up
the Patel committee in this
regard whose report will
be ready by November this
year. We will then imple-
ment increased reserva-
tion as per the report," he
told reporters here.

On the BJP's criticism
on the issue, Baghel said
the saffron party is
against reservation. There
are no employment oppor-
tunities available as the
BJP sold airports and
other establishments to
private parties. So, where
will they give reservation?

"The BJP's central gov-
ernment is also giving one
per cent less reservation to
SCs and STs. They should
correct that first," he al-
leged.

Itanagar, Oct 21 (PTI) 

Three persons were
killed in an Army helicop-
ter crash in Upper Siang
district of Arunachal
Pradesh on Friday morn-
ing, a defence official said.

The advanced light heli-
copter, carrying five Army
personnel, was on regular
sorties, he said.

The incident took place
at 10.43 am at Singging
near Migging, around 25
km from district headquar-
ters Tuting.

"There were five Army
personnel onboard. Three
of them died. Two bodies
have been recovered, while
one has been sighted. Two
others are yet to be spot-
ted," the defence official
said. A rescue team
reached the spot and

search operation is under-
way, Tezpur based defence
spokesperson Lt Col AS
Walia said. Two choppers,
one each of Army and
India Air Force, have been
deployed for the search and
rescue operation, he said.
Upper Siang SP Jummar
Basar had earlier said the
crash site is a mountainous
region, and it would take
time for the search and res-
cue team to reach the spot.
The district police also sent
a team to the spot for
search operation, the SP
said. The Army chopper,
also known as HAL Rudra,
took off from Likabali in
Lower Siang district of the
state with the army person-
nel onboard. This is the
second incident of an
Army helicopter accident
in the state this month.

Varanasi(UP), Oct 21 (PTI):

A district court here
fixed November 2 for a
hearing on a plea for the
survey of two basements
in the Gyanvapi Mosque
complex and imposed a
penalty on the mosque
committee for not filing an
objection to it in time.

District Government
Counsel Mahendra
Pandey said the court had
earlier asked the mosque
committee to file an abjec-
tion to the plea filed by
Hindu plaintiffs in the
Gyanvapi mosque-
Shringar Gauri complex
case. "The mosque side
could not file any objec-
tion, after which the court
slapped a fine of Rs 100 on
them and fixed November
2 for hearing," Pandey
added. The court on

Friday also rejected
prayers of four people for
becoming a party to the
case. Earlier on Monday,
the court had rejected sim-
ilar applications of seven
people.

The people who had
filed applications for be-
coming a party to the case
included former Kashi
Vishwanath temple ma-
hant Kulpati Tiwari,
Hindu Sena national presi-
dent Vishnu Gupta, weav-
er Mukhtar Ahmed
Ansari and president of
Brahmin Mahasabha Ajay
Kumar Sharma, Pandey
said.

While some of the appli-
cants prayed for becoming
a party to the case seeking
permission for regular
worship of deities whose
idols are located on an
outer wall of the mosque,

others said they had de-
tailed information of the
matter . Lawyers connect-
ed with the case have been
claiming that the base-
ments are located near the
"wazookhana", a place for
the ritual ablution in the
mosque complex.

One of the petitioners
from the Hindu side also
pleaded for ensuring the
safety of idols of Lord
Ganesh and Goddess
Lakshmi, which they
claimed have been recov-
ered from the complex.

Last Friday, the court
had turned down the
Hindu petitioners' plea
seeking scientific investi-
gation and carbon dating
of a "Shivling" claimed to
have been found on the
mosque premises. The
Muslim side has rejected
the claim.

Indore, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes (NCST) has issued
an arrest warrant against
Dhar collector Dr Pankaj
Jain after he failed to ap-
pear before the panel in
connection with a case of
ill-effects on local residents
and the environment
caused by a private stone
crusher in the Madhya
Pradesh district, an official
said on Friday.

The arrest warrant was
issued on Thursday and
the NCST has asked the
Madhya Pradesh director
general of police (DGP) to
execute it by October 26.

"The arrest warrant was
issued after Jain failed to
appear before the NCST on
October 14 despite being

summoned by the commis-
sion," the official said.

Residents of Junapani in
Dhar district, some 65 kilo-
metres from Indore, had
approached the NCST al-
leging a stone crusher
being operated by a
Haryana-based company
near the village illegally
was affecting their health,
crops and domestic ani-
mals, and was also pollut-
ing the air. They had al-
leged the district adminis-
tration was not listening to
their complaint. Taking
cognizance of the villagers'
complaint, the NCST had
directed the Dhar district
administration to evaluate
the damage caused to peo-
ple and the environment
and accordingly give ap-
propriate compensation to
affected persons.

Dehradun, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
accused previous govern-
ments of leaving centres of
faith across the country in a
state of neglect and claimed
that these places are now
being restored to their lost
glory.

Citing examples of the
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
Ujjain and Ayodhya, where
major reconstruction
works have been carried
out in recent years, Modi at-
tributed the "years of neg-
lect" to a "slave mentality".

"Slave mentality grips
the minds of some people
so strongly that they react
even to development as if it
is a crime," he said.

Such people never get
tired of praising the centres
of faith in other countries

but they look down upon
their own country's centres
of faith, Modi said.

"Pride in our own legacy
and every possible effort for
development are the foun-
dations of a 21st century
India," the prime minister

said while addressing a
gathering in Uttarakhand's
Mana village on the India-
China border after laying
foundation stones of two
ropeway projects to
Kedarnath and Hemkund
Sahib. Neglect of the cen-

tres of faith for decades by
previous governments re-
flects a disregard for crores
of people who believe in
them and the country's cul-
ture which is thousands of
years old, the prime minis-
ter said.

"Our centres of faith are
not just structures, they are
symbols of our cultural
legacy which is thousands
of years old. They are our
life breath," Modi said.

Reconstruction work car-
ried out in Kedarnath in re-
cent years is bringing un-
precedented number of pil-
grims to the Himalayan
temple, he said. "Earlier a
maximum of four to five
lakh people visited
Kedarnath in one season
but I am told that this year
45 lakh people have visited
the temple, breaking all
past records," Modi said.

Korba, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A herd of elephants went
on a rampage and killed a
man after a calf from the
group was killed by vil-
lagers in Chhattisgarh's
Korba district, a forest offi-
cial said on Friday.

The incidents took place
in Katghora forest division.

An elephant calf, around
one year old, was allegedly
killed by locals and buried
in a field in Bania village
under Pasan forest range
sometime earlier this week,
said Premlata Yadav,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO).

The herd of 44 elephants
to which the calf belonged
entered the nearby
Devmatti village in Jatga
range on late Thursday

night. The elephants tram-
pled Pintawar Singh and his
three cattle to death when
he was in his cattle shed, the
official said. "Forest person-
nel have been monitoring
the herd's movement.
Locals have been advised to
remain alert and avoid
going near the herd," DFO
Yadav said. A team of forest
officials visited the Bania
village after being tipped off
about the calf's killing.

They found that paddy
had been planted freshly on
the patch of land where the
carcass was buried to cover
up the killing, Yadav said.

Forest personnel ex-
humed the carcass. The
exact cause of death will be
known after the autopsy re-
port arrives, she said. The
owner of the farm where

the calf was buried was de-
tained for questioning, the
official said. The family of
the man who was killed by
elephants in Devmatti vil-
lage was provided an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000 while the remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be given after the
completion of formalities,
she said. According to offi-
cials, this herd of elephants
has damaged crops on 22
acres of land in three vil-
lages in the area in the last
two days. Human-elephant
conflict has been a major
issue in northern
Chhattisgarh for the last
one decade but such inci-
dents are also being wit-
nessed in the central region
of the state in the last few
years.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI) 

The Delhi University
on Friday extended the
last date for acceptance
of allocated seats for un-
dergraduate courses in
the first merit list till 12
pm Saturday.

Earlier, the last date
for acceptance of seats
was 5 pm Friday.

Over 65,000 candidates
have already accepted
their allotted college and
course by 6.15 pm, Delhi
University Registrar
Vikas Gupta said.

"The date and time of

the first round of the
common seat allocation
system has been extend-
ed till 11.59 am
Saturday," he said.

"By 6.15 pm Friday,
over 65,000 candidates
had accepted seats allo-
cated to them," he added.

The varsity had on
Wednesday announced
the much-awaited first
list of seat allocation,
marking the commence-
ment of the third and
last phase of the admis-
sion process for the un-
dergraduate pro-
grammes. In the context
of provisional seat allo-
cation, 'allocated seat'
refers to a unique combi-
nation of programme
plus college.

Islamabad, Oct 21 (PTI) 

In a major setback to for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan, Pakistan's top elec-
tion body on Friday dis-
qualified him from holding
public office for five years
in the Toshakhana case for
hiding proceeds from the
sale of gifts he received
from foreign leaders.

After the consensus rul-
ing by a four-member
bench headed by Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman cannot be-
come a member of the par-
liament for five years.

The decision was taken
unanimously by the five-
member bench. However,
the member from Punjab

was not present for the an-
nouncement.

The ruling coalition gov-
ernment lawmakers had
filed a case with the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in August
against 70-year-old Khan
seeking his disqualifica-
tion for failing to reveal the
proceeds from the sale of
gifts that he purchased at a
discounted price from the

state repository, also called
Toshakhana.

The ECP after hearing
the case had reserved its
judgment on September 19
on the conclusion of the
proceedings. The bench of
the ECP on Friday unani-
mously ruled that Khan
was involved in corrupt
practices and was disquali-
fied as a member of the
parliament. It also an-
nounced that action would
be taken against him
under the corrupt prac-
tices laws. Asad Umar,
Secretary General of
Khan's party, announced
that the decision would be
challenged in the
Islamabad High Court.
Fawad Chaudhry, another
PTI leader, rejected the ver-
dict and asked Khan's fol-

lowers to stage protests.
The ruling came days after
Khan's party on Monday
swept the crucial by-elec-
tions, winning six out of
eight National Assembly
seats and two out of three
provincial assembly seats.

Khan, who contested
seven National Assembly
seats in the crucial by-elec-
tions held on Sunday,
emerged victorious in six
constituencies.

Khan, who came to
power in 2018, apparently
received expensive gifts
from rich Arab rulers dur-
ing official visits, which
were deposited in the
Toshakhana. Later, he
bought the same at a dis-
counted price as per the
relevant laws and sold the
same at hefty profits.

Balasore, Oct 21 (PTI) 

India on Friday success-
fully test-fired indigenous-
ly-developed new genera-
tion medium-range ballis-
tic missile Agni Prime
from the Odisha coast,
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation (DRDO)
sources said.

The sleek missile was
test fired from a mobile
launcher from the APJ
Abdul Kalam Island
around 9.45 am, they said.

The solid-fuelled canis-
terised missile met all mis-
sion parameter during the
test, they added.

All its navigation was
tracked and monitored by
radars and telemetry
equipment positioned
along various points, the
officials said.

DU extends last date of seat
acceptance till Saturday

̈ Over 65,000 
candidates accept
allotted college

India successfully test
fires medium-range

ballistic missile

Ex-PM Imran Khan disqualified from
holding public office for five years

Previous governments neglected centres of faith: PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Badrinath Temple in Chamoli
district, Friday.

Elephant calf killed, herd tramples man
to death in neighbouring village

NCST issues arrest warrant against
Dhar collector on complaint by 
villagers about stone crusher

Varanasi court to hear on Nov 2 plea seeking
survey of two basements in Gyanvapi mosque

Three die in Army
helicopter crash

Baghel says Chh'garh govt to move 
SC for increasing reservation for tribals
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Third edition of National Tribal
Dance Festival from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 21: The three-
day long National Tribal
Dance Festival that aims to
promote and showcase
rich, vibrant and state’s
unique tribal culture and
cultural exchange among
indeginous people coming
from across the country
and abroad will be organ-
ized in Raipur from
November 1.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh state will
complete 22 years of its for-
mation on November 1.
This grand festival that
has taken the shape of an
international event will be
organized along with the
celebrations of 23rd State
Foundation Day
(Rajyotsav). The event will
be held under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel from
November 1 to 3 at the
Science College Ground in
Raipur. On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, ministers, parlia-
mentary secretaries, legis-
lators and other public rep-
resentatives are handing
over invitations of the
event in person to the
Chief Ministers, minis-
ters, and public represen-

tatives of all the states of
the country.

MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma and Dr. Laxmi
Dhruv on Thursday invit-
ed Rajasthan Chief
Minister  Ashok Gehlot to
attend Rajyotsav and
National Tribal Dance
Festival. They met Gehlot
and invited him to partici-
pate in the festival by pre-
senting him with the spe-
cial tribal artwork of
Chhattisgarh.

Similarly, Parliamentary
Secretary Parasnath
Rajwade invited Assam
Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma.
MLA Khelsai Singh and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rashmi Ashish Singh met

the Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
and invited him to attend
the dance festival on behalf
of Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Indra Shah
Mandavi and MLA
Daleshwar Sahu invited
Puducherry Chief
Minister N. Rangaswamy.
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad and
MLA Bhuneshwar Baghel
invited Sikkim’s Public
Works and Culture
Minister Samdup Lepcha,
and MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma handed over the
invitation to the represen-
tative of the administrator
of Lakshadweep.

Ramji and Sushmita win Jr Table
Tennis championships

Raipur, Oct 21: Ramji
Kumar and Sushmita
Shome on Friday won the
Junior Under 17 champi-
onship title in Boys and
Girls category respectively
of the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table Tennis
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Life Insurance
Corporation of India at
Sapre School TT Hall here.

Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that Ramji Kumar
from Raipur defeated
Vishal Decate from Raipur
with the score of 4-1 in the
final match here whereas
Sushmita Shome from
Bilaspur defeated Aditi
Khuntia from Bilaspur by
4-0 to clinch the Girls title
in Junior Under 17 catego-
ry.

Similarly, Naitik
Agrawal from Raipur de-
feated Shreshtra Mishra
from Raipur by 3-2 to win

the Cadet Under 13 catego-
ry title whereas Suchi
Verma from Durg defeated
Ananya Gotekar from
Rajnndgaon to win the
Cadet Girls title.

Senior Divisional
Manager of LIC Raipur
Ashok Thakur was chief
guest of the prize distribu-
tion ceremony whereas
CTTA Senior Vice
President Kishore
Jadwani presided over the
function in presence of
CTTA Treasurer Harjeet
Singh Hura as special
guest.

Dr Ram Sundar Das
honoured 

Raipur, Oct 21: Rajya Gou
Seva Aayog President
Mahant Dr Ram Sundar
Das, who was awarded
honorary degree of D Litt
from Pt Ravi Shankar
Shukla University was ho-
noured with memento at
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das Mahavidyalaya,
Gandhi Chowk here today.
Experts present on the oc-
casion admired Mahant
Ramsunder Das for his
simplicity and friendli-
ness.

Vikas Upadhyay,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA was present on
the occasion as chief
guest. Dr Ram Sundar
Das, who was awarded the
honorary degree of D Litt
on Valmiki Ramayana by
Pt Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, while talking
about the degree, said that
it took 4 years to get this
degree after analysis of

more than 108 texts of
Ramayanas.

Dr Mahant said that he
completed his research
under guidance of Dr
Vaishnav. Apart from pub-
lication of more than 10
research papers in
Sanskrit, 3 physical texts
were also published dur-
ing study, he said. Also
present on the occasion as
Education Committee
president Ajay Tiwari, sec-
retary Anil Tiwari,
Mahant College principal
Dr Devashish Mukherjee,
Education Committee vice
president Dr RK Gupta,
Suresh Shukla, commis-
sioner Bharat Scouts-
Guides, educationist Dr
Anjani Shukla, Shikshak
Sangh president Sanjay
Dubey, professor
Parthsarthi Saroj Mishra,
Abhijit Tiwari, Vitthal
Agrawal, professor Rao
and others.

Jail Lok Adalat: 448 inmates
released from prisons 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2211:: At least 448
inmates were released from
various prisons in Chhattisgarh
under the Jail Lok Adalat initia-
tive undertaken for speedy dis-
posal of cases and to decon-
gest jails in the state, an offi-
cial said on Friday.

The Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority
(CGSLSA) has launched an ini-
tiative to conduct Jail Lok
Adalat to facilitate release of
prisoners who are languishing
in jails despite being granted
bail or first-time offenders of
crimes that are not heinous in
nature, he said.Several prison-
ers who have been “unneces-
sarily” languishing in jails and
their family members have
welcomed the move, the
CGSLSA official said. As a part
of the drive, the Jail Lok Adalat
was held for the first time in all
33 jails of the state on October
15, during which 448 prisoners
were released, he said.Earlier
this year, the Supreme Court
had sought suggestions to
decongest jails while hearing a
special leave to appeal
(Criminal) ‘Sonadhar v/s
Chhattisgarh state’, following

which the CGSLSA had submit-
ted a proposal to hold Jail Lok
Adalat, member secretary of
CGSLSA Anand Prakash
Wariyal told PTI on Friday.

The proposal was accepted
by the Apex court, and
Chhattisgarh became the first
state in the country to intro-
duce such an initiative, he said.
Justice Goutam Bhaduri of the
Chhattisgarh High Court, who
is also the executive chairman
of the State Legal Services
Authority, virtually launched
the Jail Lok Adalat from Raipur
central jail in all prisons of the
state on October 15, he said.
The chief judicial
magistrate/judicial magistrate
first class and executive magis-
trate were present in jails, dur-
ing which 448 cases were dis-
posed off, Wariyal said. The
highest number of 163 prison-
ers was released in Jashpur,
while 85 were freed in Raipur,
he said. The Jail Lok Adalat will
be held every working
Saturday in all jails of the state,
the official said.

According to the prison
authority, the state has five
central jails, 12 district jails

and 16 sub-jails and most of
them are overcrowded. The Jail
Lok Adalat will cover cases
which are heard in the CJM
courts related to theft, house
trespass, minor brawl etc, the
official said.

Prisoners who have been
languishing in jail despite
being granted bail, cases in
which there is no minimum
sentence fixed under law and
undertrials who have spent
considerable time in prison for
offences that are not heinous
in nature will also be consid-
ered in Jail Lok Adalat, he
added. While inaugurating the
initiative, Justice Bhaduri had
said that Chhattisgarh is the
first state which has taken
such a step to protect the
human rights of prisoners.

“In a way, overcrowding in
jails is a violation of human
rights of its inmates. This joint
effort is to protect the rights of
common men and uphold the
spirit of the Constitution. All
stakeholders, including jail
authorities, have an important
role in it and with their cooper-
ation, we will execute it,”
Bhaduri had said.

Munat blames CM
for dilapidated roads

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 21:
Blaming Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for
poor and dilapidated
roads in Chhattisgarh
the BJP State
Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat said that Baghel
must tell how much
loan was obtained for
the Road Development
Corporation for the re-
pair of the roads of the
state and action taken
against the officials re-
sponsible for the main-
tenance of the roads.

Talking to the media
during a press confer-
ence held at his resi-
dence here on Friday,
Munat said that he had
got the expressway and
flyover bridge con-
structed during the BJP
tenure.

While facility of bet-
ter road network was
developed across the
state during tenure of
BJP, the Congress Chief
Minister has not been

able to decide what ac-
tion should be taken
against corrupt contrac-
tors and officials of
Public Works
Department even in 4
years, Munat said.
Reacting to allegation of
corruption during his
tenure as PWD Minister
Munat challenged the
Chief Minister for judi-
cial probe into the
works undertaken dur-
ing his tenure.

Munat said that cen-
tre allotted 18 lakh hous-
es in Chhatisgarh.
However, many eligible
beneficiaries were de-
nied houses, he said. In
Chhattisgarh, the cen-
tral government gave 60
percent of the center’s
share in the Pradhan
Mantri Awas but the
state government did
not pay the state share,
he said adding that
houses of the poor were
not built. The state gov-
ernment canceled the
allotment of houses to
the poor.

Police seizes gold jewelleries 
of Rs 1.15 cr and cash worth Rs 13 lakh 

Surguja, Oct 21: Surguja
police on Friday seized
gold weighing 1.667 kg
and worth Rs 1.15 cr and
cash of Rs 13.7 lakh from
the accused residing in
room No. 106 of Kanchan
Hotel, Sadar Bazar Road
in Ambikapur. The ac-
cused could not produce
valid documents in sup-
port of such huge amount
of gold jewellery and cash
in his possession and
therefore seized all of it.

ASP Vivek Shukla in-
formed that a they got tip
from an informer that a
person residing in Hotel
Kanchan  is carrying
huge amount of gold jew-
ellery. So as per the infor-
mation, it was  under lead-
ership of ASP Vivek
Shukla, the city SP Smriti
Rajnala, TI Kotwali DSP
Rupesh Narang and other

jawans reached the hotel
room No. 106. When the
police inquired about the
person, he disclosed his
name as Vishnu Kumar
Taswar (42), R/o Subhash
Road, Kolkata (WB).

When the police con-
ducted search inside the
black bag, they found
1.667 kg and 860 mg gold
jewelleries worth Rs
1,15,76,000 and cash of Rs
13,07,600 in his possession.
When the police asked to
show documents in sup-
port of it, he could not
and after which all the
gold jewelleries and cash
was seized. A case was

filed against Vishnu and
he was produced in the
Court and from there he
was taken on judicial re-
mand.

It is notable here that
this year in August
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had caught a huge
smuggling racket in gold
and silver smuggling in
Chhattisgarh’s ‘sarafa’
market from Mayanmar
to Bangladesh- Kolkata.
The agency in its raid had
seized 16.665 kg gold from
‘sarafa’ traders of
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand during the
raid on Aug 5, 6 and 7.

Police personnel in disturbed
areas proved their mettle: Guv

Raipur, Oct 21: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey partic-
ipated in the Police
Commemoration Day
Parade organized at 4th
Battalion, Mana today and
paid floral tribute to the
martyred soldiers.
Governor Ms Uikey and
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
took the salute of the pa-
rade to the tune of the na-
tional anthem.

Speaking on the occa-
sion the Governor high-
lighted the significance of
Police Commemoration
Day saying that it com-
memorates the in-
domitable courage and

valor of the martyred po-
lice personnel. She under-
lined role of police in mak-
ing ‘Paritranaya
Sadhunaam’, the motto as
mentioned in the
Bhagavad Gita meaning-
ful. She said that the coun-
try achieved unprecedent-
ed success in enhancing its
strategic capability. She
also said that better train-
ing and other necessary fa-
cilities helped boost morale
of the police personnel.
The policemen deployed in
the internal security of the
country have continuously
contributed in establishing
peace and harmony, she
noted.

During adverse circum-
stances of COVID-19 pan-
demic, police personnel
performed their duty and
continuously served the
people, she said. The func-
tions and responsibilities
of the police are different.
Because of the alertness
and vigilance of the police,
peace and harmony re-
mained in the society and
people are able to live
peacefully, she said. She
urged the people to bring
sensitivity in their behav-
ior towards police person-
nel and have a humane atti-
tude. Chhattisgarh is fac-
ing Naxal menace, she
said, adding that police
personnel posted in dis-
turbed areas proved their
mettle on many occasions.
According to her the de-
ployment of police person-
nel in disturbed areas is
like a shield, which has re-
duced the expansion of
Naxal-affected areas. Due

to the courage, valor and
understanding of soldiers,
the scope of Naxalites has
been limited, she said. The
Governor further ex-
pressed hope that the
Naxalism would be elimi-
nated altogether eradicat-
ed in the time to come.

Addressing the Police
Commemoration Day
Parade, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu remem-
bered the martyrdom of
brave officers and jawans.
He said that the brave
jawans sacrificed their
lives by showing in-
domitable courage and
valor in Naxalite and other
incidents and are continu-
ously discharging their re-
sponsibilities by being
posted in the Naxal affect-
ed areas of the state. Sahu
said that Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment took many steps
to provide security, respect
and facilities to the police
force and Maoists are con-

tinuously surrendering
after being influenced by
the rehabilitation policy of
the government. Naxalite
incidents have come down
because of such steps of
the government. The
Governor and the Home
Minister also paid tribute
to martyrs of the year 2022,
constable Arjun Kudiyam,
assistant constable Gopal
Karti and head constable
Salik Ram Markam.
Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja gave a trib-
ute address.

Also present on the occa-
sion were parliamentary
secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
chief secretary Amitabh
Jain, principal secretary
home Manoj Pingua, DG
Sanjay Pille, ADGP
Himanshu Gupta, Pradeep
Gupta, Arundev Goutam,
Pavandeo, SRP Kalluri, IG
Anand Chhabda, OP Pal,
SC Dwiwedi and Sanjiv
Shukla.

COLOURFUL ITEMS

Decorative colourful items are high on demand during this festive season.

Raipur, Oct 21:
Governor of Jharkhand
Ramesh Bais will be ar-
riving here from Delhi
by regular flight in the

evening and he will be
staying here for three
days for Diwali celebra-
tions and take part in
different ‘Diwali Milan’
programmes. Ramesh
Bais will leave for
Jharkhand on Oct 27
morning.

CM pays humble tribute
to brave martyrs 

Raipur, Oct 21: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel paid a humble
tribute to the brave
martyrs on the occa-
sion of Police
Commemoration Day
today on October 21.
Chief Minister said
that the brave martyrs
of security forces and
police have made
supreme sacrifice
while fulllfilling their
duties. Entire nation is
proud of their valour
and courage.

Bais arriving today
on three-day tour

 To celebrate
Diwali in Raipur

From a trader 
residing in a hotel in
Ambikapur; fails to
produce valid 
documents

Raipur, Oct 21: Tourism
Conclave has been organ-
ized at Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art, New
Delhi. At the conclave,

CM Bhupesh Baghel vis-
ited the stalls themed at
tribal culture and folk
art of Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister also

played ‘Turhi’- a tradi-
tional musical instru-
ment of Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister also ad-
dressed a press confer-

ence on the ‘National
Tribal Dance Festival’
being organized in
Chhattisgarh from
November 1.

Need to create awareness against
human-trafficking: Nayak

Dhamtari, Oct 21:
Chairperson Chhattisgarh
State Women’s
Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak (having
cabinet minister’s status)
conducted hearing into
the applications received
by the Commission in
Dhamtari on Wednesday
and gave decision in differ-
ent cases after hearing ver-
sions of both the party’s.
During this member of
Women’s Commission Dr
Anita Rawate was also
present. A total of 8 cases
were solved on Wednesday.

The hearing into the
cases was held in the meet-
ing hall of District
Panchayat in Dhamtari
and during which the
Chairperson CGSWC’s Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak gave pa-
tient hearing into all the
cases. She informed that
the number of human-
trafficking case in the dis-
trict is zero, in other words
there are no cases report-
ed in Dhamtari district
under this.

During this she said that
in order to handle the
problem of human traf-
ficking all the people
should be aware as they

are put into works related
to physical exploitation,
sex-racket and forced to
work as bonded labourers.
For this all will have to cre-
ate awareness right from
villages to urban areas
about its dangers and fu-
ture consequences.

Dr Nayak informed that
the state government in
order to create awareness
against human-trafficking
will take out
‘Mukhyamantri Mahtari
Nyay Rath’ in each dis-
trict, which will create
awareness among general
public.

During the hearing into
the cases by the
Commission, in one last
time case of social boycott,
District Protection officer
from the Commission,

Nava Bihan and Police
Gram Sabha were present.
In the meeting it was in-
formed that the Gram
Sabha made a public decla-
ration to include the com-
plainant woman with the
society and all the docu-
ments in support of which
were produced before the
Commission and after
which the case was closed.

In another case it was
found that the applicant
was absent in all previous
hearings and in the
Wednesday’s hearing she
urged the Commission to
transfer her case to Raipur
office and it was granted
permission. Likewise
hearing into other cases
was held and decisions
were taken to wind up the
files.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 21:
Professor Ranjan
Dasgupta & Professor
Rajesh Pathak of IIM
Raipur won the ICAI
International research
award in Accounting
Category. Prof.
Dasgupta and Pathak
were among the three
Indian Researchers
who won gold awards
during the ceremony.
ICAI International
Research Awards 2022
celebrate the contribu-
tions of the global re-
search community in
fostering innovation
and value creation.

The awards further
aspire to develop a re-
s e a r c h - o r i e n t e d
ecosystem promoting
trade and investment,
augmenting public in-
terest in the globalized

financial markets.
According to their

study, firms that en-
gage more in environ-
mental, social, and
governance (ESG) ac-
tivities indulge less in
opportunistic earn-
ings manipulation
practices.

The study which
took samples from 33
countries found that
such manipulation of
earnings decreases if
the firm is based in a
civil law country or a
country with superior
credit rights.

Research is vigor-
ously promoted at the
Indian Institute of
Management, Raipur
thanks to its state-of-
the-art facilities.

In addition to provid-
ing a conducive envi-
ronment for students
and researchers to con-
tribute to the public in-
terest through their re-
search, the institute
has been working tire-
lessly to enhance stu-
dents’ and researchers’
experiences.

Ensure better implementation of flagship
schemes of govt: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Bemtara, Oct 21:
Health Minister and
Minister in-charge of
Bemetara district, T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the
implementation of the
ongoing development
works and schemes in
the district by holding a
meeting of officers of
various departments at
Bemetara district head-
quarters on Thursday. In
the meeting, he directed
the officers to ensure bet-
ter implementation of
the flagship schemes of
the government.
Singhdeo also reviewed
the availability of fertil-
izers and seeds for the
Rabi season along with
the preparations for the
purchase of paddy in the
district from November
1. Agriculture Minister,
Ravindra Choubey and

local MLA  Ashish
Chhabra also attended
the meeting.

In-charge Minister
Singhdeo directed to pro-
vide better medical facil-
ities to the people in the
hospitals of the district,
to keep adequate stock of
medicines and to ensure
that doctors and other
staff be present on time.
He directed the officers
to work sensitively to
take the benefits of the
schemes to maximum
number of people. There
should be better imple-
mentation of flagship
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. Any kind of in-
difference and negli-
gence will not be 
tolerated.

Singhdeo instructed to
take the benefits of bene-
ficiary oriented schemes
like Suraji Gaon Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen

Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana to as many
people as possible.
Agriculture and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister,
Ravindra Choubey
asked the farmers to en-
courage the use of vermi
compost to increase pro-
duction in agriculture.
He instructed CEOs of
Janpad Panchayats to
make proper arrange-
ments for para and fod-
der in Gauthans. District
officers of various de-
partments including
Bemetara Collector
Jitendra Shukla,
Superintendent of
Police I. Kalyan Elisela
and District Panchayat
CEO  Leena Mandavi
were present in the re-
view meeting.

BOM inaugurated state of the
art branch at Vyapar Vihar

Bilaspur, Oct 21: Bank of
Maharashtra one of the
leading public sector bank
today opened a new state
of the art branch at
Vyapar Vihar, Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh. With the
opening of this branch,
BOM now has a total of 39
branches and 31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh. The Branch
shall cater to all basic
banking transactions and

also specific needs of cus-
tomers, offering the entire
spectrum of banking prod-
ucts and financial services
covering Retail, Agri and
MSME sectors. The Bank
offers various unique
products to its clientele
based on their needs such
as ATM cum debit card, se-
cured internet banking,
24/7 Customer Care
Centre, and Mobile bank-
ing amongst others.

Chief Guest, Prahlad
Yadav, Assistant Director,
ATR Chhattisgarh ex-
pressed at the occasion
that “Bank of
Maharashtra’s state of the
art new branch at Vyapar
Vihar, Bilaspur will be
helpful for the people in
the locality for fulfilling
all of their banking and fi-

nancial needs.”
Prasanta Kumar Raju,

Zonal Head, said, “We are
delighted to open one new
branch in Bilaspur City
and fulfil our commitment
to providing banking serv-
ices to retail customers
through a fast expanding
network of branches and
other channels. It will be a
one-stop shop for the
banking needs of the cus-
tomer, and will enhance
our customer experience
through this branch”. He
expects that with the fast
growing network of
branches in Chhattisgarh,
bank will be able to tap the
huge business potential of
the state and garner more
business.

Currently, the bank is
serving 30 million cus-
tomers across 28 states
and 6 Union Territories in
India through its 2070
branches and 2220 ATMs.
Its vision is to become the
country’s preferred and
profitable public sector
banks leading inclusive
digitized bank serving all
customer segments and
communities offering
world class products.

PIOs must resolve applications under 
RTI within time limit: State CIC

Raipur, Oct 21: State
Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) MK
Raut, while addressing the
district level workshop on
Right to Information or-
ganized in the auditorium
of Red Cross building lo-
cated in the Collectorate
today, said that the Right
to Information Act had
been made for the general
public. Public Information
Officers should resolve the
applications received
within the prescribed time
limit. He said that appli-
cant submitting the appli-
cation fee in the form of
non-judicial stamp, e-
stamp, challan, Indian
postal order, cash, bank
draft, should be given in-
formation within the time
limit by registry post.

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, District Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer
Akash Chhikara,
Additional Collector BB
Panchbhai, State

Information Commission
Joint Director Dhananjay
Rathor were also present
on the occasion. Right to
Information Act is to
make the work of the gov-
ernment transparent,
Raut said. According to
him there is a time limit
and fee for providing infor-
mation and Public
Information Officers
should take special care of
this. An applicant’s appli-
cation is not to be trans-
ferred to more than one de-
partment.

State Information
C o m m i s s i o n
Commissioner Ashok
Agrawal clarified in the
workshop that if the
Public Information Officer

is unable to provide the in-
formation to the applicant
within the time limit, then
the applicant can appeal to
the First Appellate
Authority.

State Information
Commissioner Manoj
Trivedi said that the
Public Information Officer
and the First Appellate
Officer must respond to
the notice of the
Commission, failing
which the Commission
can impose fine and claim
compensation.

State Information
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dhanvendra Jaiswal said
that decision of the com-
mission must be followed.
He said that the Right to

Information Act has been
made for the benefit of the
general public.

It is necessary to display
government works, docu-
ments and programs in the
departmental website, so
that the common citizen
does not need to apply
under the Right to
Information Act. He said
that all Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers should
clearly mention their
names while replying to
the applicant. Jaiswal said
that while giving informa-
tion to the applicant, the
Public Information Officer
and the First Appellate
Officer should display the
name plates outside their

offices. State Information
Commission Joint Director
Dhananjay Rathore said in
the workshop that making
the administration trans-
parent and accountable is
the basic objective of the
Right to Information. If the
common citizen has paid
the fee for the Right to
Information, then it is the
responsibility of the Public
Information Officer to pro-
vide the information to
him within the time limit.
In the workshop, the State
Chief Information
Commissioner and State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioners resolved
the queries and doubts of
the Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers.
Detailed information of
Right to Information Act
2005 was displayed through
projector. A large number
of Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers, Janpad
Panchayat Public
Information Officers and
First Appellate Officer
(Chief Executive Officer)
were present in this one-
day workshop.

Two national awards conferred on
the state under PM Awas Yojana

Raipur, Oct 21:
Chhattisgarh is being rec-
ognized and appreciated at
national level for its vari-
ous achievements and in-
novations in the fields of
education, health, nutri-
tion, agriculture and
farmer welfare, infrastruc-
ture etc, under the leader-

ship of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel. This
time, Chhattisgarh has re-
ceived two prestigious
awards under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
Award 2021 at the Indian
Urban Housing Conclave
being organized by the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs,
Government of India from
19 to 21 October 2022 in
Rajkot, Gujarat. These
awards have been con-
ferred upon Chhattisgarh
in the category of Best
Community Oriented
Projects and Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat.

It is worth mentioning

that on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s initia-
tive, ‘Mor Zameen-Mor
Makaan Yojana’ was start-
ed in Chhattisgarh. After
integration of this scheme
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) and
convergence of 19 other
central and state spon-
sored schemes, 61 leprosy
affected families residing
in Asha Nagar of
Rajnandgaon Municipal
Corporation were provid-
ed well-equipped pucca
houses. This has brought
significant improvement
in the living standard of
these families. Likewise,
in Nagar Panchayat
Gandai and Antagarh, spe-

cial category beneficiaries
were also provided with
pucca housing and efforts
were made to improve
their lifestyle.

These efforts and initia-
tives being taken in
Chhattisgarh for social up-
liftment have been recog-
nized at the national-level
and the state has been
awarded for its outstand-
ing performance in the
category of ‘Best
Community Oriented
Projects’ for social uplift-
ment projects. Nagar
Panchayat Patan of
Chhattisgarh has secured
third rank in the ‘Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat’ for its excel-
lent works of providing
housing to the beneficiar-
ies on time and for con-
struction of a large num-
ber of well-furnished
houses under Mor
Zameen-Mor Makaan
scheme of Prime
Minister’s Housing
Scheme (Urban). It is note-
worthy that in the last four
and a half years,
Chhattisgarh has received
many awards from the
Government of India for
better implementation of
various schemes and wel-
fare policies in the state.
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Ch’garh awarded in
Best Community
Oriented Projects
and Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat category
at the Indian Urban
Housing Conclave

CM Baghel attends the Tourism Conclave
Organized at Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, New Delhi

Workshop on Right

to Information

At the hands of
Asst. Director ATR
Ch’garh Prahlad
Yadav 

BOM now has a
total of 39 branches
and 31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh State.

Along with paddy
purchase prepara-
tions, inquired
about availability of
fertilizers and seeds
for the Rabi season

Prof. Dasgupta & Prof.Pathak
of IIM-R wins gold

At the ICAI
International
Research Awards
2022



CChhiicchhppoollee,,  OOcctt  2222::  

Under the joint aegis of Indira
Devi Gouraha Higher
Secondary School, Kasdol and
Chhattisgarh Mahila Shakti
Sandh Kasdol in village
Chichpol, Diwali was celebrat-
ed with great pomp along
with needy children and
women of Self Help Women’s
Committees.  The chief guest
was Dr. Ramkrishna Mishra,
ayurvedic medical officer and
retired principal of
Government College Kasdol,
Dr. Nisha Jha and principal-
currently President of
Chhattisgarh Mahila Shakti
Sandh, Varsha Sharma,
President of Nagar Panchayat
Kasdol, Niluchandan Sahu,
Gurudhasidas Higher
Secondary School.  In the pro-
gram, Chichpol’s Jagriti,
Gayatri and Ganga Women’s
Self Help Groups President
Sukmati Bai Paikra, Savitribai,
respectively, told that through
their women’s group, they
prepared bath soap and deter-
gent powder (Tiger Axle)
brand with small amount and
the response available is very
good.Presiding over the occa-
sion, Dr. Nisha Jha while

expressing her happiness said
women are selflessly paving
the way for other women to
become self-reliant by work-
ing hard. In the program,
Jagriti Women Self Help
Group President Sukmati
Paikra, Gayatri Women Self
Help Group President Savitri
Bai, Garima and Ganga
Women Self Help Group
President Durgavati
Kaivartya, Maheshdwari Patel
and many others were pres-
ent.

Dhamtari, Oct 21:

As per instructions by
the SSP Dhamtari
Prashant Thakur, and
under guidance of the
Addl. SP Megha
Tembhurkar, close eye is
being kept on the people
moving with sharp
knives, button-knife and
other sharp-edged
weapons during this fes-
tive season. In one such
drive, the police nabbed
one Narendra Bavne S/o
Late Shivaji Bavne (29),
R/o Vindhyasini ward,
Dhamtari and a case
under section 25 and 27 of
Arms Act was filed
against him. SSP has is-
sued instructions to take
strict action against those
ordering online purchase
of button-knives and the
anti-socials with other
sharp-edged weapons dur-
ing this festive season. He
asked the TIs of all thanas
to prepare the list of such
persons and asked them to

deposit the knives in the
thanas at the earliest. To
ensure further protection
to people of city during
festive season, the police
is keeping close eye
through CCTV cameras
and deploying police in
civil dress at crowded
places to avoid any stab-
bing cases. In the above

action, Cyber in-charge
Naresh Banjare, Kotwali
thana Chandrakant Sahu,
GR Sahu and Anil Yadu,
head constable Rajput, R
Anand Katakwar, Yuvraj
THaur, Krishna Patil,
Vikas Dwivedi, Virendra
Sonkar, J Rajput and oth-
ers are playing important
role.
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Koriya, Oct 21: 

With the intention of en-
suring the availability of
better health facilities in
the district, District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh, who went on a
surprise inspection,
reached the Community
Health Center of the devel-
opment block Sonhat here.
During this, instructions
were given to take strict
action against lab techni-
cian Atar Singh, who was
absent without prior no-

tice for the last three days
along with salary deduc-
tion. During this, the
Collector directed all the
medical staff to treat pa-
tients and their families
with kindness and aware-
ness and instructed of tak-
ing strict action against
the negligent ones. During
the inspection, Collector
took stock of the arrange-
ments in OPD, delivery
and testing room, opera-
tion room, medicine distri-
bution centre, sonography,
NRC, general ward, male

and female ward etc.
While checking the stock
register in the store room,
he instructed to conduct
physical verification of
medicines continuously.

The Collector instructed
the sub-divisional officer
Sonhat to check the pay-
ment to the registered ben-
eficiaries under Janani
Suraksha Yojana last
month and asked the BMO
to follow up regularly after
the discharge of each pa-
tient. The Collector spoke
to the patients during the
inspection, while taking
feedback in health facili-
ties, talked about timely
food, availability of doc-
tors, medicines, cleanli-
ness etc and advised the
mothers to pay special at-
tention to nutrition and
cleanliness at home for the
good health of the chil-
dren. The Collector also
inspected the pre and post
matric tribal children’s
ashram Sonhat and took
stock of the basic arrange-
ments.

Collector takes 
stock of health facilities

in inspection

Rajim, Oct 21: 

Chhattisgarhia Olympic
Zone level sports competi-
tion was inaugurated on
18th and 19th October at
Gauthan ground in village
Kirwai. The chief guest of
the program was District
President Pushpa
Jagannath Sahu, presided
over by Sarpanch Yatyth
Sharma, distinguished
guest, retired preacher
Praful Kumar Dubey,
Sarpanch. Bhuneshwari
Banjare (Coma) Sundar
Lal Sahu (Semhartara)
Smt. Uma Sahu (Bhaistra)
Hemsing Dhruv (Kamahi)
Smt. Ashwani
Radheshyam Sahu
(Artery) and Bhavna
Devagan (Beltukri).

The chief guest Smt.
Pushpa Sahu started the

women’s 100 meter race by
blowing the whistle and in
her address she said that
the vanishing tradition is
being revived through
sports in the rural envi-
ronment and a golden op-
portunity is being given to
develop the spirit of broth-
erhood, cooperation and
talent in our old tradition-
al game.

On this occasion,
Sarpanch Semehratara
Sundar Lal Sahu,
Sarpanch Kumhi
Khemchand Dhruva,
Rohit Sahu Semahratara
gave their valuable contri-
bution.Zone sector officer
Rakesh Sahu, zone in-
charge Shambhu Adil,
president Suden Sahu
(CAE) sports teacher
Ganga Sahu and many
others were present.

Ch’garhia Olympic Zone
level meet inaugurated

Pithora, Oct 21:

SP Mahasamund organ-
ised public awareness
through screeing of traf-
fic albums and film videos
with help of ‘Anjor Rath
mobile thana’ at Govt
Girl’s HS School Pithora
and Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora under the
‘Hamar Beti, Hamar
maan’ and ‘Jindagi na mi-
legi dubara’, here on
Wednesday. As per  in-
structions from the SP
Bhojram Patel (IPS) and
Addl. SP Aakash Rao,
DSP (Traffic) Rajesh
Dewangan, SDM (Pithora)
Prem Lal Sahu, Traffic in-
charge Indrabhushan
Singh, Pithora TI Rakesh
Khuteshwar ad Principal
Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora
Shivcharan Tiwari and
Principals Govt. Girl’s
School Sukh Singh
Diwan, and teachers
Ramesh Shrivastava, con-
stable Mihir Bisi,
Vrindavan Bhoi,
Ghanshaym Nirala team

organised this awareness
programme. An aware-
ness was created among
the students of the school
and college by special con-
stable master blaster
trainer Manoj Dadsena
and police under the
above titles.

The students were ad-
vised not to drive two
wheeler without helmet
and no four-wheelers
without seat belts. They
were also advised not to
drive at high speed and
avoid three on two-wheel-
er, ensure strict traffic
rules and signals and do

not drive any vehicle
without any licence and
should always try to help
the injured persons in any
accidents and dial 112 and
108 for first-aid help.

The girls were als asked
to download ‘Mahila
Abhivyakti App’ and in
this information about all
women-related crimes has
been given and career
guidance has also being
provided in it. They were
also apprised about sports
discipline, how to im-
prove upon skills along
with studies and other
subjects.

Police department 
conducts awareness prog
 Under ‘Hamar Beti,

Hamar Maan’ in Girl’s

School and College

Police keeping close eye
during festive season

Against anti-socials with knives and button knives

Diwali celebrated by
Mahila Shakti Sangh 
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POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY

Delhi Police personnel pay tribute to martyrs during the Police Commemoration Day,
at New Police Lines, Kingsway Camp in New Delhi, Friday.

BRIEF

Agent dead 
Pune: A 31-year-old
food delivery execu-
tive, reported missing
since earlier this
week, was found dead
in a nullah in
Maharashtra’s Pune
city on Friday, police
said. Sanjay Kumar
Yadav, an employee of
an online food aggre-
gator app, had accept-
ed the last food deliv-
ery order around 10.45
pm on October 17 and
had since been miss-
ing, an official said.
Pune received heavy
rainfall on October 17
and several parts of
the city were inundat-
ed. “Today, we found
Yadav’s body in 
a nullah near a hous-
ing society in
Mohammadwadi.

Political situation
Mumbai: Mumbai
Congress leaders Bhai
Jagtap and Charan
Singh Sapra on Friday
called on newly-elect-
ed party president
Mallikarjun Kharge
and discussed the pre-
vailing political situa-
tion in the metropolis,
where civic polls are
to be held soon. A
statement from the
party said Mumbai
Congress chief Jagtap
requested Kharge to
visit the city, and the
invite has been accept-
ed. Jagtap and Sapra
met Kharge in the lat-
ter’s Delhi residence
and congratulated
him for being elected
Congress president.

Engineer dies 
Mangaluru: An engi-
neer working with the
Mangalore Electricity
Supply Company
(MESCOM) died in a
road accident involv-
ing two cars and a bus
at Mahihalla near
Bantwal in
Karnataka’s
Dakshina Kannada
district on Friday, po-
lice said. The deceased
has been identified as
Praveen Joshi (45), as-
sistant executive engi-
neer of Mescom at
Vittal. Sources said
the car driven by
Joshi collided with an-
other car and a bus at
around 11 am. The car
was completely man-
gled due to the impact
of the accident. Local
residents managed to
pull Joshi out of the
car and he was rushed
to a private hospital in
the city where he suc-
cumbed to the griev-
ous injuries.

Dengue cases 
Jammu: Dengue
cases in the district
have witnessed a
surge in recent weeks
with one medical ex-
pert calling it the
biggest epidemic
since 2013. More than
3,000 patients are ad-
mitted in hospitals
with dengue while the
district has already
recorded six deaths, a
health official said.
The trend has
emerged as a grave
concern with cases,
tests and admissions
increasing every
week, the official said.
“Six people have died
in Jammu till today
(Friday),” Jammu
Chief Medical 
Officer Harbaksh
Singh told PTI.

Forward Bloc activists 
participate in a rally to observe
Indian National Army (INA) day

in Kolkata, Friday.

Patna, Oct 21 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Friday
refused to comment on the
claim made by political
strategist Prashant Kishor
that the former was still in
touch with the BJP and
said “ he keeps talking
rubbish”. The political
strategist on Thursday
claimed that Kumar is “in
touch with the BJP and he
might once against tie up
with the party if the situa-
tion demands”. “What
should I say on this .he
(Prashant) keeps talking
rubbish. He makes such
statements just for his
publicity. Everybody
knows that he is working
for which party”, Kumar
remarked in reply to ques-
tions from journalists who
sought his views on
Kishor’s claims that the
CM is still in touch with
the saffron party. Kishor
had also told PTI on
Wednesday that Kumar

has kept a line of commu-
nication open with the
BJP through JD (U) MP
and Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman, Harivansh.

“After having snapped
ties with the BJP, Nitish
Kumar should have asked
Harivansh to step down. If
he insisted on occupying
the post, he could have
been expelled from the
JD(U). But Nitish is hav-
ing this arrangement to
keep options open for the
future,” Kishor on
Wednesday had alleged at

a public meeting in West
Champaran district,
where he has been for
three weeks as part of a
state-wide ‘padayatra’.

The chief minister said,
“Let him (Kishor) speak
whatever he wants. We
have nothing to do with
him. Earlier, he used to
work with me It’s a fact
that there are certain peo-
ple whom I promoted,
ditched me”. Commenting
on phone calls made to
Bihar DGP by a conman,
who posing as a high court

judge sought leniency to-
wards a now-suspended
IPS officer accused of
links with liquor traders
in the dry state, the chief
minister said, “All the ac-
cused, except the IPS offi-
cer who is absconding,
have been nabbed by the
police. The DGP detected
the case on time”. The
Economic Offences Unit
(EOU) of the state police
sent the fraudster
Abhishek Agarwal to jail
on Thursday. He was ar-
rested on the charges of
cheating, impersonation,
causing hindrance in gov-
ernment work, and cyber-
crime. When asked about
the Patna High Court’s lat-
est ruling that the civic
polls in Bihar may be held,
with seats reserved for
Extremely Backward
Classes, the CM said,
“Bihar is the first state in
the country where the gov-
ernment allowed reserva-
tion for extremely back-
ward classes.

He talks ‘rubbish’:
Nitish on PK’s claim 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar speaks during an event
of State Heath Department, in Patna, Friday.

Bengaluru, Oct 21 (PTI):

Cautioning that “de-
structive forces” have
crept into all fields in so-
ciety, Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday said
his government would
strengthen the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS),
and increase the num-
ber of prisons in the
state.

The state government
proposes to undertake
more reforms in the po-
lice department, he said,
as he also highlighted
the need for equipping
police personnel with so-
phisticated weapons.

Bommai was speaking
after paying tributes on
Police Martyrs’ Day

here, during which he
recalled Karnataka po-
lice’s rich history and
the services of the per-
sonnel who died on duty.

“The population is in-
creasing in the society
and both national and
international destruc-
tive forces are trying to
disturb peace in the so-
ciety,” the Chief
Minister said.

Bommai also said the
government proposes to
undertake more reforms
in the police department
by having a police muse-
um, strengthening ATS
(Anti-Terrorism Squad),
and increasing the num-
ber of jails, among oth-
ers. He said, laws are
framed to check any
crime after it takes

place, but there is a need
to think about possible
crimes well in advance
and enact legislation ac-
cordingly.

Police personnel need-
ed sophisticated
weapons, he further
said, adding that “if sen-
ior police officers work
efficiently, it will auto-
matically make lower-
rung officers to follow
their bosses.”

Noting that Karnataka
is ahead in providing fa-
cilities to the police
compared to other
states, the Chief
Minister said the re-
cruitment rate is high
with the appointment of
4,000-5,000 police person-
nel every year. “The con-
fidence of the police

must rise and the ap-
pointment must take
place without corrup-
tion, which is being fol-
lowed by the incumbent
government. Also, new
technology and tackling
cyber crime should be
part of police training,”
he said.

Pointing out that the
construction of police
stations has increased in
the last one year,
Bommai said, in the
next one year, all police
stations in the state
must have their own
buildings.

Police inspectors and
deputy superintendents
of police require train-
ing for which a separate
command would be cre-
ated, he said.

Karnataka to strengthen Anti-Terrorism Squad

Mumbai, Oct 21 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has framed rules
to prevent honour
killings, ‘khap panchayat’
diktats, mob lynching as
well as violence, and
asked the Director
General of Police to ap-
prise personnel across the
state force of their imple-
mentation, an official said
on Friday.

The rules, which have
been mentioned in a gov-
ernment resolution (GR)
issued on Thursday, are in
keeping with the recom-
mendations of the
Supreme Court on the
issue, he added.

The GR has directed
that police stations across
Maharashtra should exer-
cise alertness if an inci-
dent of inter-caste or

inter-religious marriage is
reported in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

It also laid down that
‘khap panchayat’ and sim-
ilar organisations should
be reported to district and
police authorities, and
law-enforcing agencies
must get in touch with the
members of these outfits
and tell them such meet-
ings are not allowed as per
law.

Local police must be
alert and, if necessary,
ban such meetings, the GR
stated, adding that if a
meeting is held despite a
ban, then the deputy su-
perintendent of police
must be in attendance and
participants must be told
no decision should be
taken that harms the cou-
ple in question or their
kin.

Police will be required
to videograph such meet-
ings and people who take
decisions violative of
rules will be liable to be
booked for criminal of-
fences, the resolution
added.

If the meeting of a khap
panchayat or any such
outfit cannot be banned as
per law and if there is a
possibility that the cou-
ple’s lives are at risk, pro-
hibitory orders under sec-
tion 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) should be issued
and participants must be
arrested, as per the GR.

Apart from arrests
under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) provisions, re-
medial measures will in-
clude protection to the
couple and their families.

The district magistrate,

police commissioner or
superintendent should
handle the threats given to
the couple and their fami-
lies sensitively, and it
must be checked if the
couple are adults, so that,
if needed, they can be
helped to get their mar-
riage registered.

Complaints from the
couple about threats being
received from relatives,
community members and
khap panchayat-like bod-
ies must be probed by
local authorities and a re-
port should be submitted
within a week, and those
threatening the couple
should be booked under
section 151 of CrPC, it
said.

Police officials not ad-
hering to these rules delib-
erately or due to negli-
gence can face punitive ac-

tion, including depart-
mental inquiry under
service rules.

“To stop mob violence
and lynching, police have
been asked to train rapid
action force teams in each
districts. Water cannons
and tear gas should be
used to control mobs.
Attackers at the site
should be immediately ar-
rested,” the resolution
stressed.

In cases where a protest
by a group or organisation
has resulted in violence
and loss of property , the
leaders or office-bearers of
the group should present
themselves for question-
ing in the police station
within 24 hours, failing
which they will be de-
clared absconders and
will have to face legal ac-
tion, the GR stated.

Maha govt frames rules to curb honour killings, 
‘khap panchayat’ diktats against couples, mob violence

Bhubaneswar, Oct 21 (PTI):
The Odisha government
will rejuvenate a drainage
channel of Mahanadi river
in Cuttack district, a proj-
ect that could help in irri-
gation, growing cash crops
and fishing activities, an
official release on Friday.
The mouth of the channel
Suka Paika, or dead river,
was closed in the 1950s as a
high flood control measure
and now a target has been
set to complete the rejuve-
nation work within 18
months, it said. Chief sec-
retary Suresh Chandra
Mohapatra held a meeting
with the engineers con-
cerned at the secretariat
and directed the water re-
sources department to
float a tender soon for ren-
ovation of the channel. Rs
49.67 crore was approved
for the purpose in the

meeting, the release said.
He asked engineers to keep
the renovated channel
filled with water through-
out the year so that famers
can utilise it for irrigation.
Mohapatra also asked
them to be careful about
the time of implementing
the project to avoid any
ingress of high flood water
from Mahanadi river, it
said. Four bridges will be
constructed to connect vil-
lage roads on both sides of
the channel. The natural
channel originated from
the right embankment of
Mahanadi river near
Ayatpur village in the dis-
trict. After flowing
through about 30.45 km
across 21 gram panchayats
in three blocks, the chan-
nel merged again with the
river at Bankala near
Tarapur.

Odisha to rejuvenate
Mahanadi drainage channel

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata
, Oct 21 (PTI): Odisha
and West Bengal are
bracing for heavy rain-
fall early next week
under the impact of a
possible cyclone in the
Bay of Bengal, the IMD
said on Friday.

The weather system is
likely to skirt Odisha and
move towards West
Bengal and Bangladesh,
it said.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of evacuating
people from low-lying
areas in several districts,
officials said.

The system, which is
presently in the form of a
low pressure area over
the North Andaman sea
and adjoining areas, is
likely to take shape of a

depression on Saturday
and a deep depression on
Sunday, the IMD said.

It is very likely to re-
curve northwards subse-
quently and intensify
into a cyclonic storm
over westcentral and ad-
joining eastcentral Bay
of Bengal.

“Thereafter, it is likely
to move north-northeast-
wards and reach near
West Bengal-Bangladesh
coasts on Tuesday, skirt-
ing Odisha coast,” an
IMD bulletin said.

The cyclonic storm is
expected to be christened
Sitrang’, as suggested by
Thailand.

Odisha’s Revenue and
Disaster Management
Minister Pramila
Mallick said that instruc-
tions have been issued to

all the districts and
coastal region authori-
ties to deal with any
eventuality.

The system is likely to
trigger heavy rainfall
when it crosses parallel
to the state’s coast on
Monday.

Mallick said personnel
of the fire service depart-
ment, the ODRAF and
NDRF are on standby for
any emergency situation.

Meanwhile, the West
Bengal government has
begun the process of
evacuating people from
low-lying areas in Purba
Medinipore, South 24
Parganas and
Sundarbans to safe shel-
ters in the wake of the
cyclone forecast, a senior
official said. Chief
Minister Mamata

Banerjee has convened
an emergency meeting at
state secretariat
‘Nabanna’ on Friday to
take stock of the pre-
paredness.

“Leaves of all district
magistrates, SPs and
emergency department
workers have been can-
celled as a part of the
preparedness for the pos-
sible cyclone,” he said.

Tarapauline, dry food
and medicines have also
been adequately stocked
in these districts, the offi-
cial said.

The Kolkata Police’s
disaster management
team has been asked to
work in tandem with
Kolkata Municipal
Corporation officials to
address any emergency-
like situation, he added.

Odisha, Bengal start mobilising 
resources as possible cyclone approaches

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena
has flagged that he has
received Lokayukta re-
ports from the city gov-
ernment after an “inor-
dinate delay” of three
years, and said being the
custodian of public
trust, it should display
appropriate alertness.

Saxena has written to
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal over the mat-
ter. “I would like to ad-
vise that the minister
concerned may please be
guided appropriately to
dispose such important
matters of public inter-
est within reasonable
period, so that the statu-
tory purpose of laying it
before the legislative as-
sembly is not defeated

and Delhi is not de-
prived of its wisdom,”
the lieutenant governor
(L-G) said in his letter.

Saxena received the
16th and the 17th annual
consolidated reports of
the Lokayukta of Delhi,
pertaining to 2017-18 and
2018-19, “after a delay of
three years from
Kejriwal” and has ap-
proved the laying of the
reports before the Delhi
assembly, L-G office
sources said.

While approving the
reports, “he flagged the
inordinate delay of
three years” and “in-
stead of laying down
these reports before the
legislative assembly, so
that they are debated for
further strengthening
the system of
Lokayukta, it (the delay)

has deprived the assem-
bly from taking cogni-
sance of these impor-
tant reports which deal
with matters of corrup-
tion, abuse or misuse of
position in cases of pub-
lic functionaries”, a
source said.

In his letter, the L-G
has asked Kejriwal to re-
call that even on “earlier
occasion, such delays
were brought to the
chief minister’s notice
and subsequently the
matter was placed in the
assembly”.

Saxena also pointed
out that “being the cus-
todian of public trust, it
is the incumbent upon
higher public func-
tionaries to display ap-
propriate alertness in
such matters of public
importance”.

Delhi L-G flags ‘inordinate delay’ in 
receiving Lokayukta reports from AAP govt

Chandigarh, Oct 21 (PTI):

The Punjab govern-
ment on Friday decided to
restore the old pension
scheme for its employees,
with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann terming
it a Diwali gift for the state
staff.

“We have taken an in-
principle decision to this
effect in a cabinet meeting.
This will benefit lakhs of
employees,” he said while
adding that modalities will
be worked out.

Mann said the approval
for six per cent dearness
allowance for government
employees has also been
given by the state cabinet.
The restoration of the old
pension scheme, which

was discontinued in 2004,
has been one of the major
demands of state govern-
ment employees.

The state government’s
decision has come ahead
of the Himachal Pradesh
and Gujarat Assembly
polls, where AAP is trying
its luck and had promised
to restore the old pension
scheme for state govern-
ment employees if voted to
power.

Mann said the employ-
ee’s demand has been met
now and it’s a Diwali gift
for them.

“Arvind Kejriwal has
told that we say (promise)
we have to deliver and not
say something what we
cannot deliver,” said
Mann.

Punjab govt to restore old pension
scheme for state employees

Senior police
officers injured

in car crash
Siliguri, Oct 21 (PTI):
Senior IPS officer
Devendra Prakash Singh
was injured as his car
collided with a dumper
in West Bengal’s
Jalpaiguri district on
Friday, police said.

Singh, who is the
Inspector General of
Police of North Bengal,
was travelling from
Siliguri to Alipurduar
when the accident hap-
pened at Damdim in
Malbazar subdivision,
they said.

Along with Singh,
North Bengal’s SP
Traffic Awadhesh
Pathak was also travel-
ling. He was also injured
in the accident, police
said.



DIWALI CELEBRATIONS IN NEW YORK

Mayor of New York City Eric Adams, Senate Majority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer and India’s Consul General in
New York Randhir Jaiswal during Diwali festival celebrations, at Times Square in New York City, USA.
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Warsaw (Poland), oct 21 (AP):

Two stories beneath a
modern steel production
plant on Warsaw’s north-
ern edge lies an untouched
Cold War relic: a shelter
containing gas masks,
stretchers, first aid kits
and other items meant to
help civil defense leaders
survive and guide rescue
operations in case of nu-
clear attack or other disas-
ters.

A map of Europe on a
wall still shows the Soviet
Union and no independent
Ukraine. Old boots and
jackets give off a musty
odour. A military field
switchboard warns:
“Attention, your enemy is
listening.”

Until now, nobody had
seriously considered that
the rooms built in the
1950s and now maintained
as a “historical curiosity”
by the ArcelorMittal
Warszawa plant, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Ewa
Karpinska might one day
be used as a shelter again.

But as Russia pounds
Ukraine, with shelling
around a nuclear power
plant and repeated
Russian threats to use a
nuclear weapon, the
Polish government or-
dered an inventory this
month of the 62,000 air
raid shelters in the coun-
try.

The war has triggered
fears across Europe, and
these are especially felt in
countries like Poland and
Romania that border
Ukraine and would be

highly vulnerable in case
of a radiological disaster.

After the Polish govern-
ment order, firefighters
visited the steel plant’s
shelter last week and list-
ed it in their registry.
Warsaw’s leaders said the
city’s subway and other
underground shelters
could hold all its 1.8 mil-
lion residents and more in
the case of an attack with
conventional weapons.

The ArcelorMittal
Warszawa plant’s
Karpinska is suddenly
receiving inquiries about
the shelter.

Following Russian

President Vladimir
Putin’s threats to carry
out a tactical nuclear at-
tack, “everyone is wor-
ried,” she said.

“I believe that he will
not (stage a nuclear at-
tack), that it would be
completely crazy, but no-
body really believed he
would start this war.”

Amid fighting around
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia
nuclear plant, Poland
also drew up a plan to
give potassium iodide
tablets to local fire sta-
tions, which would dis-
tribute them to the popu-
lation if needed.

There has been a rush
elsewhere in Europe on
potassium iodide which
protects the thyroid
gland in the neck in case

of radiation exposure
including in Finland
where the government
urged the population to
buy them.

Russian threats revive old nuclear fears in central Europe

London, Oct 21 (PTI):

A new diagnostic plat-
form that uses artificial
intelligence (AI) could
provide test results for
health conditions such as
cardiovascular disorders,
and Alzheimer’s disease
within minutes, scientists
say. The diagnostic tool
being developed by re-
searchers at Swansea
University in the UK
could revolutionise the
health care sector due to
the application of a form
of AI — machine learning
(ML). The implementa-
tion of ML has meant it is
possible, for the first time,
for results to be delivered
within minutes, the re-
searchers said.

Biofluids such as syn-
ovial fluid, blood plasma,
and saliva contain pro-
teins that are an impor-
tant biomarker for the di-
agnosis of several health
conditions. The specially
designed platform has
been programmed to de-

tect the concentration of
these proteins to assist in
diagnosis and monitoring
disease progression, ac-
cording to the re-
searchers. The research
proposes that hospital
waiting times could be
drastically cut and the op-
tion for self-screening and
self-monitoring is now
possible with the poten-
tial for at-home diagnostic
kits in the future, they
said. “Existing technolo-
gies for the measure-
ments of macromolecules
in biofluids are limited;
they require a long turn-
around time, or require
complex protocols, thus
calling for alternative,
more suitable, methodolo-
gies aimed at such meas-
urements,” said project
lead, Francesco Del
Giudice. “In our research,
we looked at whether we
could rapidly detect dif-
ferent concentration of
macromolecules in solu-
tion at different tempera-
tures using only 100 mL of

sample (equivalent to two
drops of blood).

“The key innovation is
the fact of providing a re-
sult within 2 minutes,
which is a leap forward
compared to standard
testing that can take sev-
eral hours,” Giudice said.

The proof-of-concept
study, published in the
journal Analytical
Chemistry, can be further
developed in a tool to help
clinicians making deci-
sions on clinical data ob-
tained quickly, the re-
searchers said.

They also plan to devel-
op the platform further
for an at-home-point-of-
care self-screening diag-
nostic platform.

“The ability of artifi-
cial intelligence to drive
down the time required to
complete various tasks
has been demonstrated

across a number of disci-
plines,” said Claire
Barnes, co-author on the
research. “The advantage
of speed offered by the im-
plementation of machine
learning allowed us to ad-
just almost in real-time
the experimental parame-
ters to fulfill the require-
ments of the theoretical
model associated with
this work,” Barnes added.

New AI-powered diagnostic tool may 
provide test results in minutes

Islamabad, Oct 21 (PTI):

Pakistan Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
said on Friday that he is
retiring in another five
weeks and will not be seek-
ing an extension in serv-
ice, according to a media
report.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif would pick the new
army chief after Gen
Bajwa’s term is scheduled
to end on November 29.

The government has an-
nounced that his succes-
sor will be appointed in
due course and according
to the Constitution, Geo
TV reported. Citing un-
named sources, the chan-
nel reported that Gen
Bajwa said on Friday that
he will not seek an exten-
sion and retire after five
weeks. Bajwa, who has
held the top post of the
Pakistan Army for six
years, also said that the
army will not play any
role in politics.

He was initially appoint-
ed in 2016, but after three

years of tenure, the then
government of Imran
Khan in 2019 extended his
service for another three
years.

In September, former
prime minister Imran
Khan had said that Gen
Bajwa should be given an-
other extension until the
new government is elect-
ed, while reiterating calls
for early elections.

Speculation was rife
that he may get another
term after his meeting
with Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif in
London earlier this
month. However, that
seems unlikely now. The

appointment of army
chief is the sole preroga-
tive of the prime minister
and it is perhaps the only
time that his verdict is ac-
cepted by the powerful
army without any ifs and
buts.

The upcoming appoint-
ment is in the headlines
for all wrong reasons.

When Khan was in
power, the opposition ac-
cused him of trying to
bring an army chief of his
choice who could support
his alleged agenda of vic-
timising opposition lead-
ers. Since he lost power in
April this year, the equa-
tion has changed and now
Khan is saying that the
coalition government
wants to install an army
head of its choice to pro-
tect looted wealth and
steal general elections.

Whatever the political
meaning of the rival rhet-
oric, the fact is that an
army chief is seldom a
silent spectator of the po-
litical games in the 
country.

Pakistan Army chief Gen Bajwa
will retire next month

London, Oct 21 (PTI):

A clear frontrunner to
take over from Liz Truss
as Conservative Party
leader and British Prime
Minister remains uncer-
tain on Friday due to deep
divisions among the
Tories, but the bookies’
odds have rocketed in
favour of British Indian
former chancellor Rishi
Sunak.

As the runner up of the
leadership election which
concluded last month, the
former finance minister
who had forecast much of
the economic crisis un-
leashed by Truss’ mini-
budget is seen as a safe
pair of hands to take
charge at 10 Downing
Street.

The 42-year-old is hold-
ing a solid 55 per cent lead
with the Oddschecker bet-
ting odds aggregator, fol-
lowed by a 29 per cent
chance of former prime
minister Boris Johnson
making a comeback. Third

placed in what is emerging
as a three-way contest is
Leader of the Commons
Penny Mordaunt, who had
polled third in the first
round of parliamentary
votes to shortlist candi-
dates for the last leader-
ship race. “I back Rishi
Sunak to be our next PM.
He has the plan and credi-
bility to: restore financial
stability, help get inflation
down and deliver sustain-
able tax cuts over time;
and unite the
Conservatives by bringing
the best talent into govern-
ment to deliver for the
British people,” tweeted
former Cabinet minister

Dominic Raab, among the
first of nearly 50 MPs to
openly declare support for
Sunak. Amid Opposition
calls for an immediate gen-
eral election, there is a
frenzy among the govern-
ing Tories to find a succes-
sor for Truss, who now
holds the ignominious
title of being the shortest
serving incumbent at 10
Downing Street after re-
signing on Thursday just
44 days after being elected
to office. Under the rules
set of this Tory leadership
race, a candidate must
have a minimum of 100
members of Parliament
backing them to make the
shortlist by the Monday
2pm local time deadline. A
comeback for partygate-
hit Johnson is increasing-
ly looking likely with re-
ports that he has the sup-
port of around 140 MPs.
The former prime minis-
ter, who was holidaying in
the Caribbean, is believed
to be on a flight back to get
his leadership campaign

going quickly.
“I’m backing Boris

#BorisorBust,” tweeted
UK Business Secretary
Jacob Rees-Mogg, one of
the head cheerleaders
from the Johnson camp.

However, there are sev-
eral others who have ex-
pressed their shock and
dismay at the possibility,
given that Johnson still
faces a parliamentary in-
quiry over whether he
misled the House of
Commons on the parties
held at Downing Street
under his watch.

Polling suggests the for-
mer prime minister, who
won a thumping majority
in the 2019 general elec-
tion, remains popular
with the wider Tory mem-
bership. Johnson’s return
would mark a dramatic
comeback, having been
dragged out of office by
his Cabinet and MPs only
45 days ago. Mordaunt and
her supporters are also
said to be tallying up the
numbers in her favour.

Rishi Sunak holds firm as bookies’
favourite to replace Liz Truss as UK PM Chronicle
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Kharge’s new job
It does look like Kharge

will be at the helm of the
party, but the Gandhis
will not loosen their grip.
What else could explain
Kharge saying that he
would have no shame in
taking the advice and sup-
port of the Gandhi family
in running the party’s af-
fairs? It implies that he
may also be remote-con-
trolled from 10, Janpath,
like the former PM, Dr
Manmohan Singh.
Kharge’s new challenges
include exercising full
control over the party’s
internal bickerings and
saving the sinking politi-
cal ship by turning the ex-
tant adverse political tide
in the party’s favour dur-
ing the forthcoming state
Assembly polls and the
2024 General Election. It
may be easier said than
done.

Kumar Gupt, by mail

Medical education
Undoubtedly, the books

for medical classes and al-
lied reference books,
manuals and journals are
available in English.
Translating them into
mother tongue would be a
mammoth challenge and
exercise. Retaining the
medical terminology in
English would be the best
option. However, those
who wish to write their
papers in their mother
languages also need to be
given an opportunity to
do so in order to provide
them a level playing field.
If someone opts for his
mother tongue to write
papers, will it mean he is
less capable a doctor than
the one having cleared
the papers in English
medium? And does it
mean that the doctor
clearing his papers in
Hindi may not know
English?

Ravi Sharma, by mail

J&K violence
During his recent visit

to J&K, Home Minister
Amit Shah lambasted
local political parties and
held them responsible for
terrorism in the state. But
since the abrogation of
Article 370, there has
been continuous targeted
killing of Kashmiri
Pandits, police personnel,
political workers and mi-
grant labourers and the
government has virtually
failed in arresting the
trend of violence in the
Valley. The Union govern-
ment cannot afford to
snub local leaders as they
have considerable sway
among local residents.
There is now a trust
deficit in the Valley.
Kashmiri Pandits have
been on protest for the
past couple of months.
Cracking down on terror-
ism and rebuilding trust
are the pre-requisites for
peace in J&K. The gov-
ernment needs to change
its Kashmir policy and
talk to mainstream politi-
cal parties. It also needs to
conduct free and fair elec-
tions.
SK khosla, Chandigarh
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Widows of Vrindavan celebrate Diwali festival at Keshi Ghat, Vrindavan, Friday, Oct. 21.

VRINDAVAN WIDOWS CELEBRATE DIWALI

I
t was not very long ago that many thought that India had totally
abandoned its traditional non-aligned foreign policy and was

squarely in the United States camp. The 2008 Indo-US nuclear deal which
gave Indian critical waivers, increased purchase of arms from the US in pref-
erence to Russian makes after the collapse of the Soviet Union; and bur-
geoning Indo-US trade (now worth US$ 157 billion); were thought to have
sealed a relationship "based on shared democratic values." The glamorous
September 2019 'Howdy Modi' event in Texas attended by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump, was also cited as
proof that India was in the US camp. But there is a marked departure from
that now. Perhaps due to the promising-looking Indian foreign interactions
on the global stage; the emergence of a belligerent Russia as manifested in
the brazen attack on Ukraine to stem the advance of NATO; and the deleteri-
ous effects on the Global South of US sanctions on Russia, India has been re-
assessing its world view including its relations with the US. Under Union
Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar, India is now a proponent of a multi-
polar world, knit together by individual national interests, in place of a world
based on large blocs led by one or the other of the great powers. As in the
'non-alignment era' (the 1950s-1980s), India is now seeking independence
designated as "strategic autonomy". It seeks to establish relations based on
its national interest on a case-by-case basis. It is buying arms from Russia as
well as the US. It maintains a political standoff vis-a-vis China but puts no
barriers on bilateral trade which has crossed US$ 125 billion. It is telling
Russia to find a diplomatic way out of the Ukraine crisis while abstaining
from US-sponsored resolutions against Russia at the UN. Indian diplomatic
officials at the UN reiterated New Delhi's position in favour of peace, diplo-
macy and dialogue. India's position, she explained, "has been clear and con-
sistent from the very beginning of this conflict. The global order is anchored
in the principles of the UN charter, international law, and respect for the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of all states. Escalation of rhetoric or ten-
sion is in no one's interest. It is important that pathways are found for a re-
turn to the negotiating table. But keeping in view the totality of the situation,
India decided to abstain from the resolution." This was disappointing to the
US, but should not have come as a surprise. Jaishankar has been sending
enough signals for a long time that India will not toe the US line like a camp
follower or a faithful. He had taken on the US liberal Establishment even on
the human rights situation in India. Brushing the violations under the carpet
he said that India has its own concerns about the human rights situation in
the US. He told a press conference in April 2022, look, people are entitled to
have views about us. But we are also equally entitled to have views about
their views and about the interests, and the lobbies and the vote banks
which drive that. So, whenever there is a discussion, I can tell you that we
will not be reticent about speaking out. More recently, an Indian company
was sanctioned by the US for trading in Iranian petroleum products with
China violating US sanctions against Iran. On September 29, the US
Treasury listed the sanctioned companies which included the Mumbai-
based Indian firm, Tibalaji Petrochem Private Limited. Earlier in September,
the US agreed to give Pakistan spare parts and services worth US$ 460 mil-
lion for its F-16 fighters (which will be used only against India). On
September 27, after a meeting between Secretary of State Blinken and
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Bilawal Bhutto, State Department spokesman
Ned Price made it clear that India cannot dictate to the US on US-Pakistan
ties. This comes as a surprise move. The United States reversed the deci-
sion taken by the previous Donald Trump government. In 2018, Donald
Trump stopped all defence and security assistance to Pakistan alleging that
Islamabad was not a partner in its fight against terrorism. Though India is
considered an important ally by the United States to contain China in this
region, this sudden change of heart has brought many questions to the
forefront. According to media reports, the upcoming upgrade will give a big
boost to the ageing PAF F-16's efficiency and also provide relief to PAF from
the component shortage. Overall, this would enhance the operational abili-
ty of the Pakistan Air Force to a great extent. On the other hand, the Indian
Air Force is struggling with its dwindling number of fighter squadrons and
the situation looks quite precarious amidst such developments in the neigh-
bourhood. The US may be having short and long-term plans. At the mo-
ment, Washington's aim is to convey to New Delhi that it can hit where it
hurts the most. Although India has been having a long-standing dispute
with China over the border, and a geopolitical rivalry has emerged, it is
Pakistan that remains the bee in the Indian bonnet.

The looming distance between
Delhi and Washington

T here was a time when
wildlife used to come out of

the forests in the early morning in
our rural areas, on the roads, and in
other places, but today we have to
go to the sanctuaries and forests to
see the wildlife. It is to be noted
that in the present Kalpa, in the
pursuit of making cities smart
cities and renewing public places,
are we destroying forests some-
where? In today's world, humans
are getting closer to human tech-
nology and are getting away from
nature and wildlife. World Wildlife
Fund ie WWF has released the
Living Planet Report 2022.
According to this report, there has
been a huge decline of 69 percent
in the monitored wildlife popula-
tion around the world between
1970 and 2018. 83 percent of the
population of freshwater living or-
ganisms is no longer alive. 70% of
the Earth's biodiversity and 50% of
freshwater are at risk.

Talking India, 12 percent of
mammalian wildlife in India is on
the verge of extinction. 40 percent
of bees have been extinct in the last
25 years. 17 species of freshwater
turtles have become extinct. The
area of 137 sq km of Sundarbans
has ended in comparison to 1985. A
major part of it is in India. This
claim. These figures are worrying.
Therefore, in your issue today, we
will talk about the crisis looming
over the existence of wildlife. We
will try to understand every aspect
of the Living Planet report, includ-
ing why is it happening if the popu-
lation of wildlife is decreasing. We
have always seen that special peo-
ple give the cause of environmental
degradation to modernity. But it is
far from reality. We cannot attrib-
ute modernity to environmental
degradation, but it is the lack of
human order that we are not able
to understand. The environment is
necessary for human existence and

with all the facts related to these
environments either wild life or
wild animals, everyone must walk
on the earth so that the balance in
the environment is maintained.
Today the time has come that we
should take both environment and
modernity along and we are also
capable of this. But due to the igno-
rance of the government, it is not
possible now, but it is also expected
to be possible in the future.

But as the condition of forests
and wildlife is visible today, it
seems that human beings have
done deforestation work to fulfill
their selfish interests and human
beings are forgetting forests and
wildlife conservation under the
guise of modernization. According
to an estimate, most of the wildlife
is being hunted for their meat and
forests are being cut to make their
doors and furniture, and house-
hold items, due to which forests
are being cut and wildlife is de-
creasing. . Due to the cutting of
forests, this situation is being cre-
ated that our wildlife does not
even have a proper habitat system
which can provide them suitable
protection for them, so our priority
should be suitable habitat system
for wildlife and forest and wildlife
protection because this is our pri-
ority. Health is essential for the
creation of an environment in life.
Industrialization and moderniza-
tion have destroyed forests.
Forests are the shelter of various
types of birds and animals and
when humans have occupied their
homes and made their homes,
they will come to our homes to ask
for their share. Human-wildlife
conflict is a major threat to the
conservation of wildlife in India.
Deforestation, loss of habitat, lack
of hunting (food), and illegal roads
passing through the forest are
some of the major causes of
human-wildlife conflict. Due to the
roads passing through the protect-
ed areas, it has become easy for
humans to reach even the inacces-
sible forests. Due to this, hunters
easily make wildlife their prey.

Hardly a day goes by nowadays
when the news of conflict between
humans and wildlife is not heard.
At some place, some violent animal
has come to the settlement and at-
tacked the people, then some-
where people surround such an an-

imal and kill it. The conflict be-
tween humans and wildlife has in-
creased a lot over the years. In such
a situation, along with their preven-
tion, there is a great need to look
into the reasons for the attacks on
wildlife and effective prevention
measures. This problem can be
curbed to some extent by making
people aware of wildlife and mak-
ing technical information available
to the people through mock drills
along with the forest department.
The incidents of forest fires in
mountainous areas also cause
wildlife to move to human settle-
ments and are killed. It is important
to stop the attack of wildlife and
forest fire under a special strategy.
As long as forests continue to be
cut, instead of avoiding human-
wildlife conflict, it will be possible
to take preventive measures. In
such a situation, the best option to
avoid conflict is environment-
friendly development, that is, there
is a need to make such policies so
that both humans and wildlife are
safe.

The parts of predatory creatures
of this wildlife get their exorbitant
price in the international market.
The cost of killing an elephant in
the international market ranges
from twenty-five to sixty thousand,
a tiger from eight and a half thou-
sand to fifty thousand, and a leop-
ard from fifteen to thirty-five thou-
sand dollars. It is unfortunate that
hunting for a hobby i.e. trophy
hunting has been recognized by
many countries of the world includ-
ing America. American hunters are
at the forefront of trophy hunting.
In the past decade, 11,000 tigers
have been hunted around the
world, of which fifty percent have
been killed by American poachers.
Unfortunately, the International
Union for Conservation is arguing
that trophy hunting, if legal, would
help in the conservation of wildlife
and control the animal population.
Along with this, the local people
will also get financial benefits. But
this argument is not correct. The
biggest truth is that this will reduce
the number of wildlife and the exis-
tence of already extinct animals
will disappear.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee

jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

E ating at night may be as-
sociated with depres-

sion- and anxiety-like moods
compared to having daytime
meals, according to a study.
The study, published in the
journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences, examined the effects
of eating during the day and
at night as opposed to solely
during the day. The re-
searchers found that among
individuals in the daytime
and nighttime eating groups,
anxiety- and depression-like
mood levels rose by 16 per
cent and 26 per cent, respec-
tively. This increase was not
seen in the group of partici-
pants who only ate during the
day, indicating that meal tim-
ing may affect mood vulnera-
bility, they said.

"Our findings provide evi-

dence for the timing of food
intake as a novel strategy to
potentially minimise mood
vulnerability in individuals
experiencing circadian mis-
alignment, such as people en-
gaged in shift work, experi-
encing jet lag, or suffering
from circadian rhythm disor-
ders," said study co-corre-
sponding author Frank A. J.
L. Scheer from Brigham and
Women's Hospital, US.
"Future studies in shift work-
ers and clinical populations
are required to firmly estab-
lish if changes in meal timing
can prevent their increased
mood vulnerability. Until
then, our study brings a new
'player' to the table: the timing
of food intake matters for our
mood," Scheer said. The find-
ings open the door for a novel
sleep behavioral strategy that

might also benefit individuals
experiencing mental health
disorders.

The study adds to a growing
body of evidence finding that
strategies that optimise sleep
and circadian rhythms may
help promote mental health.
The researchers enrolled 19
participants -- 12 men and 7
women -- for a randomised
controlled study. Participants
were kept in dim light for four
28-hour "days," such that by

the fourth "day" their behav-
ioral cycles were inverted by
12 hours, simulating night
work and causing circadian
misalignment. Participants
were randomly assigned to
one of two meal timing
groups: the daytime and
nighttime meal control group,
which had meals according to
a 28-hour cycle, and the day-
time-only meal intervention
group, which had meals on a
24-hour cycle.

The researchers assessed
depression- and anxiety-like
mood levels every hour. They
found that meal timing signif-
icantly affected the partici-
pants' mood levels. During the
simulated night shift (day 4),
those in the daytime and
nighttime meal control group
had increased depression-like
mood levels and anxiety-like

mood levels, compared to day
1. In contrast, there were no
changes in mood in the day-
time meal intervention group
during the simulated night
shift. Participants with a
greater degree of circadian
misalignment experienced
more depression- and anxiety-
like moods. "Meal timing is
emerging as an important as-
pect of nutrition that may in-
fluence physical health," said
Sarah L. Chellappa, who is
now at the University of
Cologne in Germany. "But the
causal role of the timing of
food intake on mental health
remains to be tested. Future
studies are required to estab-
lish if changes in meal timing
can help individuals experi-
encing depressive and anxi-
ety/anxiety-related disor-
ders," Chellappa added.

Night time eating linked to depression, anxiety: Study

The parts of predatory creatures of this wildlife get
their exorbitant price in the international market. The
cost of killing an elephant in the international market
ranges from twenty-five to sixty thousand, a tiger from
eight and a half thousand to fifty thousand, and a leop-
ard from fifteen to thirty-five thousand dollars. It is un-
fortunate that hunting for a hobby i.e. trophy hunting
has been recognized by many countries of the world in-
cluding America. American hunters are at the forefront
of trophy hunting. In the past decade, 11,000 tigers have
been hunted around the world, of which fifty percent
have been killed by American poachers. Unfortunately,
the International Union for Conservation is arguing that
trophy hunting, if legal, would help in the conservation
of wildlife and control the animal population. Along
with this, the local people will also get financial benefits.
But this argument is not correct. The biggest truth is
that this will reduce the number of wildlife and the exis-
tence of already extinct animals will disappear.
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Vijaykumar H K

E very woman in the world wants to look beautiful, and every man
wants to be attractive. This universal desire shared by men and

women has been a boon for cosmetic companies around the world for
many years. Numerous cosmetic products could include dangerous met-
als like Zirconium, Mercury, Chromium, Nickel, etc., in large quantities.
Even while the majority of developed nations regulate the percentage of
these dangerous metals in products, particularly cosmetics, they are un-
able to totally prevent them. Coming to developing nations like ours is still
in the early stages of regulating the dangerous metals included in cosmet-
ics. Regulating and outlawing hazardous compounds in the cosmetics sec-
tor will need a lot of work. Examples are too many to name a few;
Chemical complexes containing zirconium have been utilised as a cosmet-
ic additive, such as in aerosol antiperspirants. According to scientific in-
vestigations, certain zirconium compounds have been shown to create
granulomas on human skin as well as hazardous effects on the lungs and
other organs. Some zirconium will enter the user's deep lungs when in-
haled as an aerosol. Like the skin, the lung is an organ that can develop
granulomas. Contrary to the skin, the lung does not exhibit granulomatous
alterations until they have progressed and, in some cases, become perma-
nent. According to the scientists, zirconium is a harmful chemical that
could endanger users of any cosmetic aerosol product that contains it.A
variety of chemicals are used in cosmetics as ingredients and some are
used as preservatives. These chemicals have different health effects.
Another example,  the skin is both corrosive and allergic to hexavalent
chromium. The International Agency for Research on Cancer has included
its constituents on its list of known carcinogens .Hexavalent chromium
side effects on the skin can cause rashes, skin allergies, and ulcerations.
Hexavalent chromium compounds can cause asthmatic bronchitis, phar-
ynx and larynx irritation, bronchospasms, edema, and ulceration of the
mucous membranes of the nasal septum when inhaled according to
Medical sciences. Shortness of breath, nasal itching, coughing, and
wheezing are all possible respiratory symptoms. Furthermore Cosmetics
like lotions for skin whitening contain Mercury, it is well known
Neurotoxin. Mercury has been referred to by a variety of names, including
"mercurous chloride," calomel, mercuric, and mercury. Inflammation of
the liver, kidneys, and urinary tract can result from using goods containing
mercury over an extended period of time.The problem of mercury con-
tamination in skin creams has spread to the entire world. When applied
topically, mercury compounds are easily absorbed via the skin and have a
propensity to build up in the body. They might result in skin rashes, aller-
gic responses, or neurotoxic symptoms according to research. Numerous
news stories in recent years have discussed mercury toxicity brought on
by cosmetics. There is evidence that suggests foetuses that were exposed
to their mothers' environment during pregnancy had developmental prob-
lems.A variety of symptoms, such as motor impairments, sensory issues,
and mental retardation, were present in these kids.The European Union
forbids the sale of creams and soaps containing mercury.The California
government is investigating several cases of mercury  poisoning due to an
unlabeled face cream from Mexico used for lightening the skin, fading
freckles and age spots, and treating acne. When heavy metal like nickel
comes into touch with skin, an allergic reaction may occur. Studies on ani-
mals demonstrate that it has negative effects on the kidneys, stomach,
and liver when taken in large quantities.In order to protect innocent peo-
ple from dangerous cosmetics goods, our government must thoroughly in-
vestigate this kind of issues and ban harmful metals in cosmetics, since
we are the largest users of cosmetics in the world.Most importantly one
has to prioritise health and be cautious before using harmful cosmetics on
daily basis for enhancing beauty.

Prioritise health over beauty

Threat to the existence of wildlife
PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Recruitment drive

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch
‘Rozgar Mela’, a drive
to recruit 10 lakh peo-
ple, on October 22 via
video- conference and
appointment letters
will be given to 75,000
candidates during the
ceremony, the PMO
said on Thursday. The
PMO said this will be
a significant step for-
ward towards fulfill-
ing the continuous
commitment of the
prime minister to pro-
viding job opportuni-
ties for the youth and
ensuring welfare of
citizens. According to
Modi’s directions, all
ministries and depart-
ments are working to-
wards filling up exist-
ing vacancies against
sanctioned posts in a
“mission mode”, the
statement from the
Prime Minister’s
Office said. The new
recruits, selected from
across the country,
will join 38 ministries
or departments of the
Government of India.

Defence production 
Gandhinagar:
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said the cen-
tral government is
making efforts to
achieve a turnover of
USD 22 billion by 2025
in defence production.
Speaking at the ‘Invest
in Defence’ event as
part of the ongoing
Defence Expo 2022 in
Gujarat capital
Gandhinagar, Singh
also appealed to in-
vestors to approach
him or defence min-
istry officials without
any hesitation to re-
solve issues. He ap-
pealed to private play-
ers to come forward
and invest in the
Indian defence indus-
try, saying it is at an im-
portant juncture. Not
just large corporates,
even start-ups and
MSMEs (micro small
and medium enterpris-
es) are now associated
with the defence sector.

Trade pact

New Delhi:
Negotiations for the
proposed trade pact
between India and the
UK are moving in the
right direction, and
both sides are expect-
ed to reach an agree-
ment soon, a top gov-
ernment official said.
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said
negotiators have fi-
nalised many things
and many aspects are
yet to be finalised. “So,
we are moving in the
right direction...
Negotiations are on.
We are on track,” he
told reporters at the
sidelines of the CII
National Exports
Summit. India and the
UK are negotiating the
pact to boost trade and
investments between
the countries. Both
had aimed at conclud-
ing the talks by Diwali
(October 24), but the
negotiators are miss-
ing the deadline.

DHANTERAS SHOPPING

A woman shopping for gold jewellery is reflected in a mirror at a store, ahead of Dhanteras festival in Patiala,
Friday, Oct. 21.

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

The Centre  said unsea-
sonal rains could have
“minor” impact on the
kharif onion output, but
ruled out possibility of
price rise in coming weeks
as it has enough buffer
stock to make up for short-
fall.

Speaking to PTI,
Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said not only onion,
prices of pulses are ex-
pected to remain stable till
December. “Prices of
onion and pulses will not
rise till December because
we have enough buffer
stock available with us,”
he said.

Asked about the impact
of unseasonal rains on the
production and prices of
onion and pulses grown in
the kharif season of this
year, the Secretary said:
“...There might have been
minor impact on the

kharif onion production.
But we will adequately
compensate with the
buffer stock.” He said only
45 per cent of onion pro-
duction comes from kharif
(summer) season and the
rest 65 per cent in the rabi
(winter) season of this
year. Otherwise, onion
prices have been fairly sta-
ble this year because of
record production in the
rabi season of the 2021-22
crop year as well as 2.5
lakh tonnes of buffer
stock. “We have procured
adequate quantity of
stocks through Nafed.
They are lying with us and

we are infusing them in
the market as per the re-
quirement,” he said.
Onion from the buffer
stock is being offloaded de-
pending on the prices in
the local geographies.
“Wherever the prices are
above the national aver-
age, we tend to supply out
there.

We are hoping that till
December there is nothing
to worry on onion end,” he
added. Around 54,000
tonnes of onion has been
released across 14 states
and Union Territories
from the national buffer
stock so far.

Govt sees no impact on onion
prices due to unseasonal rains

To use buffer stock to boost supplies

New Delhi, Oct 21:  

India’s talks with the
UK on the proposed free
trade agreement is well on
track, but New Delhi will
have to “wait and watch”
the ongoing political devel-
opments in Britain, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday. Embattled
British Prime Minister Liz
Truss has resigned as the
Conservative Party leader
saying she can no longer
deliver the mandate she
was elected on last month,
ending her humiliating
tenure at 10 Downing
Street on her 45th day in
the job following an open
revolt against her chaotic
leadership. The 47-year-old
outgoing prime minister
will stay in charge until

her successor is elected by
the governing Tory party,
with a speeded-up leader-
ship election to be com-
pleted by next week. “We
will have to wait and
see...what happens,
whether they have a quick
change of the leadership,
whether it goes to the
whole process...So let us

see who comes into the
government and what
their views are. It’s only
after that we will be able to
formulate a strategy vis a
vis the UK,” Goyal said
here at CII’s national ex-
ports summit. However, he
added that politicians and
businesses across the
board in the UK recog-
nised that it is “very” im-
portant for them also to do
an FTA (free trade agree-
ment) with India. “So my
own sense is that whoever
comes into the govern-
ment will be wanting to
engage with us,” he added.

The minister said that
the trade pact should be
fair, equitable and bal-
anced. It has to be a win-
win for both sides and
there is no deal, unless
both are satisfied, he said.

We will have to wait and watch
political developments in UK: Goyal

MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  2211::  HDFC Bank
has been adjudged Market
Leader in SME Banking as well
as Diversity & Inclusion in
India, by the prestigious
Euromoney magazine, in its
inaugural “Market Leaders”
rankings. Euromoney Market
Leaders is a new accreditation
introduced this year, to inde-
pendently assess leading
financial service providers, in
124 countries globally. The
assessment for ‘Market
Leaders’ recognition comprises
a financial institution’s
achievements and capabilities
over a longer – term, beyond a
12-month period, unlike
awards. As part of the assess-
ment, Euromoney ranks finan-
cial institutions across eight
categories: Investment
Banking; Corporate Banking;
SME Banking; Islamic Finance;
Environmental and Social

Governance (ESG); Digital
Solutions; Corporate and
Social Responsibility (CSR);
and Diversity & Inclusion.In
each category, companies are
ranked as per three ranking
tiers: Market Leader (Tier-1),
Highly Regarded (Tier-2), and
Notable (Tier-3). HDFC Bank
has been adjudged Market
Leader in two categories
among financial institutions in
India:  SME Banking (Market
Leader) and  Diversity &
Inclusion (Market Leader) “We
are delighted to be ranked
Market Leader in Diversity &
Inclusion among financial insti-
tutions in the country,” says Mr
Vinay Razdan, Chief Human
Resource Officer, HDFC Bank.
“We have been making focused
efforts to increase the propor-
tion of women in middle man-
agement at the bank and have
achieved some success. 

HDFC Bank adjudged 
market leader in SME Banking

and Diversity & Inclusion 

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

With taxpayers facing
slow functioning of the
GSTN portal, CBIC on
Thursday said it is exam-
ining the proposal of ex-
tending the deadline for
filing GST returns for
September. GSTR-3B is
filed in a staggered man-
ner between the 20th,
22nd, and 24th of each
month by taxpayers in dif-
ferent states. Thursday
being the last day for filing
returns for some category
of taxpayers, many report-
ed slowness in the portal
while filing their monthly
GSTR 3B returns. In a
tweet, the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said it has
received “an Incident

Report” from GSTN re-
garding slowness in the
system along with a pro-
posal for extending the
due date. “We continue to
monitor the matter closely
and the proposal for exten-
sion is being examined in
consultation with the GST
Council so that there is no
burden of late fees or in-
terest on the taxpayer,” the
CBIC said. The GST
Network (GSTN) provides
the technology backend
for the Goods and Services
Tax (GST). Infosys is the
service provider for GSTN.
The GSTN too acknowl-
edged the issue and said it
is working to resolve it.
“Taxpayers have reported
slowness in portal while
filing GSTR 3B return
today.

Slow GST portal: 
CBIC mulls extending Sept

returns filing due date

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

Leading stock ex-
changes BSE and NSE will
conduct a one-hour special
muhurat trading session
on Monday, marking the
beginning of a new
Samvat 2079 — the Hindu
calendar year that starts
on Diwali. The symbolic
trading session would be
held between 1815 hrs and
1915 hours, the stock ex-
changes said in separate
circulars. It is believed that
trading during the ‘muhu-
rat’ or auspicious hour
brings prosperity and fi-
nancial growth for the
stakeholders. “Diwali is
considered to be the ideal
time to start anything new.
The market sentiment is
quite positive, with a ma-
jority of buying orders
across segments. Investors
are said to benefit from
trading during this session
all through the year,”

Puneet Maheshwari,
Director at Upstox, said.
Since the trading window
is only open for an hour,
markets are known to be
volatile. Therefore, new
traders should be watch-
ful. The focus might not be
on profitability as much as
it might be on the gesture,
he added. Trading would

take place across various
segments like equity, com-
modity derivatives, cur-
rency derivatives, equity
futures & options, and se-
curities lending & borrow-
ing (SLB) in the same time
slot. “India is a land of
unique traditions. Even in
the stock market, we have
a tradition that is unique

to us Muhurat Trading,”
Narayan Gangadhar, Chief
Executive Officer at Angel
One Ltd, said. Kanika
Agarrwal, Co-founder,
Upside AI, said although 11
of the last 15 mahurat ses-
sions have closed in the
green so mahurat can be a
good day for traders.
Perhaps there is a case for
“hope arbitrage” where
you can go long early in the
session and close out posi-
tions at the end of the
trade. Overall, Indian equi-
ties have outperformed
global markets significant-
ly in Samvat 2078 and the
outperformance is expect-
ed to continue in Samvat
2079, driven by strong re-
covery in the Indian econo-
my and domestic liquidity,
offsetting FPI (Foreign
Portfolio Investors) out-
flows, Manish Jeloka, Co-
head of Products &
Solutions, Sanctum
Wealth, said.

BSE, NSE to conduct one-hour ‘muhurat trading’ on Diwali

Mumbai, Oct 21: 

In line with its endeav-
our to encourage people to
embrace holistic well-
being and to prioritize
health and hygiene in, out
and around, Amway India,
one of the leading FMCG
Direct Selling companies,
introduced ‘Healthy Wali
Diwali’, to spread festive
cheer by organising ses-
sions across healthy living
and cooking, beauty, and
home hygiene for its direct
sellers and their customers
across regions. In addition,
special expert speaker pro-
grams were also organized
to commemorate National
Ayurveda Day. The rise of
passion-based communi-
ties has been a striking
trend witnessed recently
as people come together to

celebrate special moments
and occasions. As people
gear up for the festivities,
Amway is focusing on the
importance of health, hap-
piness, and home hygiene
while fostering the spirit of
togetherness to make the
festivities memorable. In
the West region, the com-
panyintroduced organized
a series of interventions
on healthy cooking,
Ayurveda, skincare, and
home hygiene aimed at
creating awareness about
the importance of health –
in, out and around under
its ‘Healthy Wali Diwali’
campaign. Commenting
on the initiatives, Chandra
Bhushan Chakraborty, Sr.
Vice President, East &
West, Amway India said,
“With heightened enthusi-
asm and celebrations big-

ger and brighter each year,
we, at Amway India, con-
tinue to witness the priori-
tization of health and ho-
listic well-being amongst
consumers. In line with
this trend and reinforcing
our commitment to help-
ing people live better,
healthier lives, we have
been bringing passion-
based communities togeth-
er to share and exchange
knowledge on healthy liv-
ing, beauty, and home hy-
giene. The sessions under
our ‘Healthy Wali Diwali’
campaign were focussed
on health – in, out and
around where expert
speakers shared easy and
healthy recipes, signifi-
cance of Ayurveda, beauty,
skincare and home hy-
giene tips with our direct
selling partners.

Amway India celebrates
‘Healthy Wali Diwali’

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

IndiGo on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of
eight new flights on the
B h o p a l - U d a i p u r ,
A h m e d a b a d - J a m m u ,
Ranchi Bhubaneshwar,
and Indore-Chandigarh
routes. “Out of these new
connections, Bhopal-
Udaipur flight will be an
RCS route and will in-
crease accessibility be-
tween the states,” it said in

a release. IndiGo’s Chief
Strategy and Revenue
Officer Sanjay Kumar said
the airline is pleased to en-
hance connectivity and ac-
cessibility by introducing
exclusive flights on new
domestic routes between
seven states. The airline
has a fleet of more than
275 aircraft and operates
more than 1,600 daily
flights. It connects 74 do-
mestic and 26 internation-
al destinations.

IndiGo to start 8 new
flights in domestic routes

Mumbai, Oct 21: 

India has suffered two
great power crises recent-
ly. This summer, various
states throughout the
country - Delhi, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh, UP,
Uttarakhand, Kerala,
Bihar, Rajasthan, Punjab,
Jharkhand - were severely
affected, suffering outages
even as temperatures
soared.

Among all these states,
Rajasthan was affected the
most, given its burning
high temperatures during
summer. The situation
worsened so much that
Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot termed the state
electricity crisis as a
National one. Underlining
the problem, Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Ltd CMD R.K.

Sharma said, “If
Rajasthan is unable to pro-
cure coal from its own coal
blocks in Chhatisgarh, the
state will have to face
unimaginable power cri-
sis.” While we keep quot-
ing references to assess
the impact on masses, we
cannot ignore the fact the
worst hit are the poor.
Power shortage has direct
implications on the indus-
try, investment and the
employment generation
for a country, where the
possibilities of shutdowns
and layoffs become high.
India, as we all know, is the
second biggest consumer
of coal in the world. To
meet with the demands of
uninterrupted power sup-
ply during the festive sea-
son, India has to import
two crore tonnes of coal
supply.

Increasing power generation
reserves, India is set to shine bright

New Delhi, Oct 21:  

State-owned insurance
behemoth LIC is expected
to recover its Rs 21,624
crore investment it had
made in IDBI Bank as
share prices are likely to
rebound to 2019 levels by
the time the lender is pri-
vatised, an official said.
The official said that
since the commencement
of the IDBI Bank privati-
sation process in May last
year, the share price has
jumped from Rs 35 a
share to Rs 45 a piece cur-
rently. “We are expecting
IDBI Bank scrip to move
up further. The price is
expected to move up clos-
er to the price at which
LIC had picked up stake
in 2019,” the official told
PTI. The government and
Life Insurance Corp (LIC)

together hold 94.72 per
cent in IDBI Bank. Of
this, LIC’s holding is 49.24
per cent, while the gov-
ernment holds the rest
45.48 per cent stake.
Public shareholders hold
5.28 per cent.

LIC had bought a 51 per
cent stake in IDBI Bank
in 2019 for Rs 21,624 crore
at an average price of Rs
61 per share. Following a
QIP issue in December
2020, the stake of LIC
came down to 49 per cent.
Besides, the government
and LIC together infused
Rs 9,300 crore in IDBI
Bank to bring it out of
RBI’s Prompt Corrective
Action (PCA) framework.
“IDBI Bank privatisation
will be a win-win for both
the government and LIC,”
the official added. Shares
of IDBI Bank closed at Rs

44.95, up 2.16 per cent over
previous close on the
BSE.

At the current market
price, sale of 61 per cent
stake would fetch about
Rs 29,000 crore to the ex-
chequer. The announce-
ment of IDBI Bank pri-
vatisation was first made
in the Union Budget of
2021-22, following which
the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs gave
in-principle approval for
strategic disinvestment
and transfer of manage-
ment control in May 2021.
On October 7, 2022, the
government invited EoIs
from investors for buying
60.72 per cent stake, along
with management con-
trol, in IDBI Bank and set
December 16 deadline for
submitting preliminary
bids.

IDBI Bank privatisation: LIC to 
recover its investment by time of sale

ACROSS

1. Rocker ____ Clapton

5. Range

10. ____ code

14. Nevada city

15. Australian "bear"

16. Mumbai dress

17. ____ in a while

18. Intrigued

20. Night twinklers

22. Pursue

23. Solid water

24. Scorch

26. Plant anchors

28. Savior

32. Misdeed

33. Historic time

34. Detroit product

35. Seesaw

39. Broadcasts

41. Shelflike rock

43. Shoe bottom

44. Retitle

46. Roof edge

48. Bullring cheer

49. Kindled

50. Rug type

52. Mr. Claus

55. Food shop

56. Nest egg (abbr.)

57. Syrup tree

61. Capital of Oregon

65. What a star gets (2 wds.)

68. Underground chamber

69. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

70. "The Matrix", e.g.

71. List entry

72. Avian dwelling

73. Shoplift

74. Notorious emperor

DOWN

1. Greek god

2. Budget item

3. Andean mountain native

4. Compel

5. Snow runner

6. Sidewalk material

7. Pledge

8. Earnest request

9. Corn units

10. Donkey

11. Proportion

12. Upright

13. Assistants

19. Mysterious

21. Citi Field predecessor

25. Magic charm
27. Small bills
28. Aft
29. Huron's neighbor
30. Mend socks
31. Cowboys' contest
32. Musician ____ Wonder
36. Horn sound
37. She, in Seville
38. Rod's companion
40. Popcorn seasoning
42. White flower
45. Florida metropolis
47. Congers
51. Certain vitamin
52. Certain protest (hyph.)
53. Ascended
54. Neck parts
58. Gifts to charity
59. Conspire
60. Not taped
62. Behind schedule
63. For all time
64. Office message
66. Gamble
67. Set
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Pressures on the job may be mounting.
You might feel so disgruntled that you
want to chuck it all and run away.
Foreign countries and distant states
may suddenly seem far more appealing
than usual. Maybe it's a good idea to
plan a future vacation, Aquarius. The
stresses you've been experiencing could
adversely affect your health. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Demands made by friends, children, or the
special person in your life might have you
feeling like you're moving in a dozen differ-
ent directions at once. You may feel unfo-
cused and scattered. You usually enjoy
serving others, Pisces, but today you need
to concentrate a little more on yourself.
Show others how to help themselves and
then go and do something you want to do. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A number of deliveries, service people,
emails, or phone calls might keep you
jumping today, Aries, right when you're in
the mood for a quiet day. It may take all
your effort to keep your cool. Try to get a
family member to intercede for you with
some of these people or you might lose
your temper. In the evening, watch a
movie and relax.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A close friend might pass along some
seemingly harmless but nonetheless
untrue gossip, Taurus. Don't accept
anything you hear today until you
check the facts for yourself. Any infor-
mation you receive is likely to be exag-
gerated if not totally false. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You don't normally tend toward fru-
gality, Gemini, but today you could go
overboard with your spending.
Frustration from all sides makes you
want to release it all at once by
acquiring new possessions. This is
fine up to a point. Treat yourself but
take care that you curb the impulse
buying. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Some failures that you may have expe-
rienced over the past few days could
have you beating yourself up today,
Cancer. Perhaps you feel that you were
too hasty or too sloppy and could have
done things better. Don't obsess over
it. Figure out what went wrong, learn
from it, and let it go. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might be able to tune in to the
thoughts and feelings of others, Leo, but
you aren't likely to know exactly how to
handle the situation. Should you say some-
thing or just tailor your own behavior to suit
the moods of others? Reflect on the situa-
tion before doing either. This is a great day
to meditate or read books or attend online
lectures on spiritual matters.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Group activities are probably very much on
your agenda today, Virgo. You could attend
an online meeting or lecture and later par-
ticipate in a group chat with a bunch of
friends. Don't be tempted to eat or drink too
much. You'll likely regret it tomorrow. An
unexpected sum of extra money could come
your way. Don't spend it all in one place.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Too much pressure on the job could have
you feeling like chucking it all and going
somewhere by yourself. You might be
tempted to go on a spending spree or
overindulge in food or drink. This may spill
over into your personal relationships,
causing disagreements with friends or
family. It might be a good idea to be alone
for a few hours, Libra. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Inner conflict regarding spiritual mat-
ters might have you questioning your
and others' beliefs. You might doubt
just about everything, Scorpio, and you
could be tempted into angry debates
over different concepts. Books or TV
documentaries on whatever is bother-
ing you might spark your curiosity and
calm you down a little. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although your financial situation appears
to be on the upswing, you still might be
feeling pessimistic and indifferent about
money and life in general. You might
want to soothe your discontent by over-
spending, overindulging in food or drink,
or both. Don't let this feeling get the bet-
ter of you, Sagittarius. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A minor and rather silly quarrel with a
friend or romantic partner could have you
down in the dumps. This is an overreac-
tion, Capricorn. You might need to get
away for a while before you can make
sense of it all. Too many demands from
others could have you feeling used, and
you might be tempted to tell them off. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ctor Shruti Haasan
will be headlining
the international

feature film "The Eye", to
be directed by Daphne
Schmon.

The psychological
thriller, which hails from
Fingerprint Content, will
feature actor Mark
Rowley of "The Last
Kingdom" fame opposite
Haasan, reported enter-
tainment news website
Deadline.

Haasan also shared the
news in a post on
Instagram.

"Super stoked to be a
part of 'the eye' with the
loveliest team !!!
Storytelling is my fave
thing in this whole world

and to be a part of this one
is pure...

"@daphneschmon and
@emilycarltoncarlton
@ m e l a n i e _ d i c k s 2
Thankyou for making me
a part of this !! You ladies
are so much fun with the
super talented and caf-
feinated @markrowley90
and the kindest and magi-
cal @elpidou SIMPLY
PUT This whole team is so
wonderful and can't wait
for you'll to see this," the
36-year-old actor wrote.

Haasan earlier featured
in American series
"Treadstone", which was
set in the same universe
as Matt Damon's "Bourne"
film series.

"The Eye has a screen-

play by Emily Carlton.
The story centres on a
young widow who travels
back to the island where
her husband died, to
spread his ashes.

Upon learning the true
nature of what may have
claimed his life, she is
tempted by a dark choice
that could bring him back.

The cast also includes
Anna Savva, Linda
Marlowe and Christos
Stergioglou. The movie
will start shooting in
Athens and Corfu later
this month.

Haasan will next be
seen in filmmaker
Prashanth Neel's upcom-
ing directorial "Salaar",
co-starring Prabhas.

Shruti Haasan to
star in international

movie ‘The Eye’

B
ollywood actor
Sidharth Malhotra
talked about being

part of the movie 'Thank
God' starring Ajay Devgn
and Rakul Preet Singh.
He said that the story
highlights the concept of
'karma' and the belief
that "as you sow, so you
shall reap."

He said: "I think like
how in our country we
believe in Karma and as
the saying goes 'Jaisi
karni waisi bharni' (as
you sow, so you shall
reap), this concept has
been beautifully narrat-
ed in the film by the writ-
ers and Indra (Kumar)
Sir."

Ajay Devgn added to

the conversation saying
that Kapil doesn't believe
in this theory.

Sidharth further ex-
plained the entire idea
behind the film and said:
"The film is based on a
flawed person who as-
pires to rise from the
lower middle class to the
upper middle class and
beyond and what meas-
ures he takes to get
there." "In between all
this he meets with an ac-
cident and goes up and
meets Chitragupta who
decides if he will go to
heaven or hell after play-
ing a game. I adored the
character and the whole
idea that Indra Sir pre-
sented, and he did so in a

humorous manner. This
is an apt fam-com film for
Diwali," he explained.

Bollywood stars Ajay
Devgn, Sidharth
Malhotra, Rakul Preet
Singh and director Indra
Kumar are coming on the
sets of 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' to pro-
mote their film 'Thank
God'.

'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Sidharth Malhotra explains what makes
‘Thank God’ close to Indian beliefs

This Diwali, get ready to
embrace the double dhama-

ka of entertainment with
theTelevision Premiere of the
blockbuster movie
‘JugjuggJeeyo’ on COLORS
Cineplex and COLORS.
Established as a one-stop desti-
nation for a variety of movies,
Viacom18’s premium movie
channel, COLORS Cineplex
showcases blockbusters from its
vast repertoire of movies span-
ning various titles with a mix of
Hindi originals and dubbed from
other languages. Consolidating
its library of superhit films with
a robust addition, COLORS
Cineplex is all set to present
mahapremiere of  ‘JugjuggJeeyo’
on 22nd October 2022 at
8pm.The film will also be aired
on COLORS on Monday, 24th
October at 12:00pm.Set against
the picturesquebackdrop of
Punjab, JugJuggJeeyo delves
into issues of love and family
values. Starring Varun Dhawan,
Anil Kapoor, Kiara Advani,
Neetu Kapoor, Maniesh Paul
and PrajaktaKoli, thisdramedy
has been widely appreciated for

packing entertainment.
Nina Elavia Jaipuria, Head –
Hindi Mass Entertainment and
Kids TV Network, Viacom 18,
said, “An out-and-out family
entertainer, JugjuggJeeyo is one
of the most successful movies
of the year and it brings us
immense pleasure to have its
Television Premiere on COLORS
Cineplex and COLORS. It’s our
special Diwali offering of power-
packed dose of entertainment
for the viewers. We're thrilled to
showcase a movie that rides on
high-octane drama and comedy
while capturing the cultural
pulse of India." Rohan Lavsi,
Business Head - Hindi Movies
Cluster, Viacom18 says, “After
fortifying our presence in the
movie space by showcasing
acclaimed blockbusters, we are
thrilled to present
‘JugjuggJeeyo’, a perfect family
entertainer this Diwali. While
the movie has broken numerous
records and emerged as a mas-
sive blockbuster, we are confi-
dent of taking its success on tel-
evision notches higher with its
premiere."

Gear up for a Diwali
bonanza on COLORS

Cineplex and COLORS
With the Television Prermier of the family

entertainer ‘JugjuggJeeyo’

I
n a candid conversa-
tion, the 38-year-old ac-
tress Soma Rathod

(Amma Ji, Bhabiji Ghar
Par hai) reveals her
Diwali plans and talks
about her acting journey,
overcoming life's chal-
lenges, personally and
professionally.

Excerpts of inter-
view:

What are your plans
for Diwali this year?

Diwali is about cele-
brating with family and
loved ones. It usually
starts with cleaning, and
everyone at home is dele-
gated to clean a room or
space. We then decorate
and buy various lights,
lamps, and decorations.
We also chart out a list of
Diwali gifts we need to
buy. We keep the celebra-
tions simple, with home-
cooked meals and a lot of
sweets we exchange with
our neighbours. In the
evening, we dress in tradi-
tional festive attires and
do the Laxmi puja, fol-
lowed by lighting diyas
around the home and
making rangoli. The en-
tire process is fun and re-

warding. This year, we
also intend to host a get-
together at home on
Diwali night. We are quite
excited about it as we are
hosting a party after a
long time. There are a lot
of preparations under-
way.

Please share your
Diwali childhood memo-
ries.

As kids, we always
looked forward to festivi-
ties, which meant new
clothes, gifts, meeting

friends and family, and
lighting our homes with
diyas and lights. I am
against bursting crackers
as they contribute to noise
pollution and harm the
environment. My child-
hood memories have al-
ways been about getting
together with friends in
the neighbourhood,
bingeing on traditional
sweets and savouries, vis-
iting relatives and seeing
the deep mala across the
streets and homes. We

used to have house parties
with a lot of good food,
games, music and dance
that used to go on till the
wee hours. I particularly
used to love shopping at
those Diwali melas! Those
used to be so much fun –
games, good food, music,
shopping and much more!
I miss those big time! 

What are your
Favourite Diwali
sweets?

I love eating and enjoy-
ing a good meal. Besides, I
do have a sweet tooth.
Diwali is all about tradi-
tional sweets; I cook most
of them at home. A few we
do buy from the Sweet
Shop. But I do enjoy home-
cooked laddoos and Kaju
Kalti from outside. I love
bingeing on a lot of
sweets. I can finish the en-
tire box in one go!
(laughs). Diwali is about
delightful laddoos, incan-
descent diyas, fun, games,
food, laughter, and full-on
masti!

Watch Soma Rathod as
Amma Ji in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday from 10:30 PM.

‘Diwali is about delightful laddoos’, and full-on masti!’ 

T
his Saturday i.e 22nd
October at 9:30 PM,
Sony Entertainment

Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show will cele-
brate Diwali with much ga-
lore along with Bollywood’s
renowned singers from
across the country -
Sukhwinder Singh, Salim –
Suleman, Akriti Kakar,
Mame Khan, Devi Sri
Prasad aka DSP along with
the viral sensation from Sri
Lanka, Yohani. Bringing
the best from across genres
these renowned singers
who have touched millions
of hearts with their soulful
voices will be seen reveal-
ing tidbits about their life
and experiences.

Costumes have re-
mained an integral part of
a person’s identity. And in
conversation with host
Kapil Sharma, Rajasthani
folk singer Mame Khan
would be seen recalling the
time he walked on the red
carpet during the Cannes
Film Festival and what
went behind getting the
look right; the answer will

surely leave everyone
around him surprised.
Mame Khan shares,
“People there wear various
forms of clothes and all, so
I was like what should I
wear? I thought I’m going
from India and represent-
ing the folk culture of
India so I wore a
Rajasthani ‘Safa’ and a coat
from Kanpur.

Mame Khan reveals why
he opted for a traditional
look at the Cannes Fest

A
merican socialite and
international jet-set-
ter Paris Hilton was

busy promoting her fra-
grance, Ruby Rush, here on
Thursday evening.

For the product launch at
the Phoenix Palladium mall
in the Lower Parel area of
Mumbai, Hilton chose the
perfect attire -- a red jump-
suit with a plunging neck-
line and sheer silver gloves,
thereby bringing out the
best of desi and chic moods.

She rounded off her look
with emerald jewellery, red
sunglasses, and open tresses.

Prior to the event, she
took to her Instagram to
share a video of her trying
different outfits. What's in-
teresting is that all the out-
fits in the video are Indian
attires, designed by Indian
designer, Shubhika of Papa
Don't Preach fashion label,
as Paris wanted to bring out
the essence of the Indian
culture. She sought help
from her followers to choose
the outfit for the Thursday
evening launch event.

She wrote in the caption:

"Love wearing and support-
ing local designers when I
travel. India In love with
these gorgeous looks from
Indian designer
@PapaDontPreachByShubh
ika styled by
@Marta.Del.Rio. Which one
should I wear to my
@ParisHiltonFragrances
Launch today?"

Paris Hilton goes desi
for her perfume launch

event in Mumbai



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  22,  2022

Hobart, Oct 21 (PTI):

Ireland sprang the
biggest upset of the T20
World Cup, eliminating
two-time champions West
Indies with a stunning
nine-wicket win that also
sealed their Super 12 berth
here on Friday.

It was their 32-year-old
veteran opener Paul
Stirling who smashed an
unbeaten 66 from 48 balls
(6x4, 2x6) to seal the chase
with 15 balls to spare after
legspinner Gareth Delany's
careerbest figures of 4-0-16-
3 restricted the Windies to
146 for five.

Playing their seventh T20
World Cup, it is only the
second time Ireland
reached the second stage
following their Super 8 ap-
pearance at the 2009 edition
in England.

West Indies, who are the
most successful side of the
T20 World Cup having won
the titles in 2012 and 2016,
thus cut a sorry figure,
crashing out of the group
stage with just one win
from three matches.

The Nicholas Pooran-led
side who were without the
likes of Shimron Hetmyer
and Andre Russell lacked

depth and looked out of
sort, suffering to a 42-run
defeat against Scotland.

They went on to beat
Zimbabwe by 31 runs to re-
vive their campaign but
only to be outplayed by the
Andy Balbirnie-led side.
Opting to bat, the Windies
had Brendon King steering
their ship with an unbeat-
en 62 they stumbled against
the  spin duo of Delany and
Sami Singh (1/11). Delany,
in particular, was brilliant
as he bowled a tight line
and length.

Stirling then provided a
fitting end as he blasted six
fours and two maximums
in his unconquered in-
nings as Ireland over-
hauled the target, scoring
150 for 1 in 17.3 overs.

Stirling and skipper
Balbirnie (37) took the at-
tack to the Lankan
bowlers, blazing to 73 off 44
balls to give them a perfect
start. Once Balbirnie de-
parted in the eighth over,
the experienced Stirling
and Lorcan Tucker (45 not
out) kept scoring freely and
completed the job with con-
summate ease. It was
Tucker, who knocked off
the final runs with a four
in the 18th over.

Ireland knock out WI,
seal Super 12 berth

Ireland's Paul Stirling and Lorcan Tucker (R) celebrate their victory dur-
ing the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
West Indies and Ireland at Bellerive Oval in Hobart on October 21.

Hobart, Oct 21 (PTI):

Zimbabwe made it to the
Super 12 stage of the T20
World Cup for the first
time after an easy five-
wicket win over Scotland
in a Group B match here
on Friday.

The win ensured Group
B top spot for Zimbabwe as
they joined India,
Pakistan, South Africa,
Bangladesh and
Netherlands in the Group 2
of Super 12. For Scotland,
it was the end of their cam-
paign after the loss.

Pacer Tendai Chatara
led a spectacular bowling
show with figures of 4-1-14-
2 as Zimbabwe restricted
Scotland to a below-par 132
for six.

Chatara, who also be-
came the first from
Zimbabwe to take 50-plus
wickets in T20
Internationals, checked
the run flow with his accu-
rate bowling. Left-arm
pacer Richard Ngarava
(2/28) was a tad expensive,
but he also gave a twin
blow to Scotland who never
managed to get going after
captain Richie Berrington
opted to bat. In reply,
Zimbabwe cantered home
in 18.3 overs with their star

all-rounder Sikandar Raza
slamming a 23-ball 40, stud-
ded with three fours and
two sixes. Raza earlier
chipped in with 1/20 with
his off-spin to be adjudged
man-of-the-match. Ervine
top-scored for Zimbabwe
with a 54-ball 58 as he an-
chored the chase after they
were reduced to 7 for 2 in-
side two overs. First, he put
together 35 from 39 balls
with Sean Williams to re-
pair the damage before
Raza's impactful knock
dashed Scotland's hopes of
making the Super 12. The
duo put together 64 from 43
balls in their fifth wicket
stand.

Earlier, Scotland opener
George Munsey (54 from
51b; 7x4) held the innings
at one end and put together
40 runs with his skipper
Berrington (13) but they
never managed to step up
their run-rate.

Zimbabwe make Super 12 for
first time, eliminate Scotland

Zimbabwe's Ryan Burl (L)
and Milton Shumba (L) chat

with Scotland's Captain
Richard Berrington reacts

after the ICC men’s Twenty20
World Cup 2022 cricket match

between Scotland and
Zimbabwe at Bellerive Oval in

Hobart on October 21.

Two-time champions India look to
reclaim Sultan of Johor Cup hockey title

Johor Bahru, Oct 21 (PTI):

Eyes firmly set on break-
ing their five-year-old title
jinx in the Sultan of Johor
Cup, India would look to
begin their campaign
against hosts Malaysia in a
positive note in the U-21
men's hockey tournament
here on Saturday.

The Indians have won
the age group tournament

twice -- 2013 and 2014 -- and
finished second best four
times in 2012, 2015, 2018
and the last edition of the
event in 2019. The tourna-
ment was not held in 2020
and 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Best known for produc-
ing top-level international
players, the invitational
tournament serves as a
perfect platform for hock-

ey playing nations to test
their bench strength.

But it won't be a cake-
walk for Uttam Singh-led
India as Malaysia are ex-
pected to pose a tough chal-
lenge in the opener, riding
on home support.

Having said that the
Indian junior side will be
quite confident, especially
because a number of play-
ers in the core group of the

team are the same that fea-
tured in last year's Junior
World Cup, where it fin-
ished fourth.

"The Sultan of Johor
Cup is a very big tourna-
ment in the calendar and
we are prepared for this
challenge. This tourna-
ment will give us a sense of
where we start among top
teams as we are preparing
for the upcoming FIH
Hockey Men's Junior
World Cup," skipper Uttam
said. After the opening
game against Malaysia,
India will take on South
Africa on October 23, fol-
lowed by games against
Japan on October 25,
mighty Australia on
October 26 and Great
Britain on October 28. The
top two teams from round
robin stage will progress to
the final to be played on
October 29.

Sen beats Prannoy to enter quarterfinals in Denmark Open
Odense, Oct 21 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
gold medallist Lakshya Sen
got the better off his senior
compatriot HS Prannoy in
straight games to progress to
the men's singles quarterfi-
nals of the Denmark Open
Super 750 badminton tourna-

ment here. Sen, a 2021 world
championships bronze
medallist, beat world num-
ber 13 Prannoy 21-9 21-18 in a
39-minute clash to set up a
last eight clash with Japan's
Kodai Naraoka. The two
came into the match with a 2-
2 head-to-head count in four
meetings but the younger

Sen proved to be the better
player on the day as he made
a rollicking to start to put
Prannoy on the back foot on
Thursday. World number 8
Sen zoomed to a 5-1 lead early
on before swelling it to 11-3 at
the mid-game break. He kept
moving ahead as Prannoy's
game crumbled.

Melbourne, Oct 21 (PTI):

Mohammed Shami may
be short on game time
leading up to the T20
World Cup but former
Australia allrounder Tom
Moody feels he's a big
player and his expertise
would be crucial in
India's high voltage open-
ing match against
Pakistan here on Sunday.

Shami, who was down
with COVID-19, was a late
inclusion to the squad

after Indian pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah was
ruled out for an indefinite
period following the re-
currence of his back
stress.

The veteran pacer was
pressed into action in
final over of their warm-
up match against
Australia at the Gabba on
October 17 as he grabbed
3 for 4 to hand India a six-
run win. "He (Shami)
may be short with some
volume in his bowling,
but that one over he
bowled against Australia
would have gone a long
way with regards to not
so much the physical side
of things, but definitely
the mental side of
things," Moody said at
Star Sports show Game
Plan'.

Down with COVID-19,
Shami could not feature
in India's build-up home
series against Australia
and flew straight to
Brisbane after being
picked on October 14.

Shami had last played a
T20I during the T20 World
Cup in UAE-Oman in
2021, while his last inter-
national appearance was
in an ODI in the England
series in July this year.

The 57-year-old Aussie,
however, was firm in
backing Shami and said
he would make a formida-
ble pace trio with
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh.

Moody backs ‘big player’
Shami in match vs Pakistan

Toss-up between
Axar and Ashwin for
second spinner’s slot

Melbourne, Oct 21 (PTI):

Axar Patel enjoyed an intense
net session under watchful
eyes of coach Rahul Dravid but
his spot is still not certain in
India's playing XI since
Pakistan are likely to have three
left-handers in their line-up in
the much-awaited T20 World
Cup contest, here on Sunday.
Indian team hasn't had a set-
tled XI in the last one year,
either due to workload man-
agement or because of injuries
to players that affected the bal-
ance of the side.
Friday's practice session could-
n't be a definitive indicator as
to what will be the final playing
eleven as most of the senior
players opted to rest on the
day. But skipper Rohit Sharma,
KL Rahul, Virat Kohli, Surya
Kumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya

are certainties and Dinesh
Karthik on current form is
ahead of Rishabh Pant. Karthik,
after his batting session, did
keeping drills for a considerable
period of time. But to be fair to
Pant, he is the only left-handed
specialist batting option in top
six and if both Karthik and Pant
are accommodated in the play-
ing XI, then Rohit will be forced
to play Pandya as the fifth
bowling option, which could
backfire on occasions. Similarly,
Axar is the most consistent
spinner on view but Pakistan
top order has southpaws Fakhar
Zaman, Mohammed Nawaz and
Khushdil Shah and playing a
left-arm spinner against them
may not be a good option.
Ravichandran Ashwin's experi-
ence can't be overlooked
because of the variations he
brings to the table. 

IIT-Madras and NASA researchers
study microbes on space station

Chennai, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras and
NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) re-
searchers have studied the
interactions between mi-
crobes in the International
Space Station (ISS), the in-
stitute said on Friday. A
key finding is that a mi-
crobe that resides on the
ISS, was found to be bene-
ficial to various other mi-
croorganisms but ham-
pered the growth of a fun-
gus.

The study would help
devise strategies for the
disinfection of space sta-
tions to minimise any po-
tential impact of microbes

on the health of astro-
nauts. "Crews, during
spaceflight, may have al-
tered immunity and limit-
ed access to terrestrial
medical facilities.
Therefore, studying the
microbes inhabiting the
space station becomes im-
portant to understand the
risks associated with
short-term and long-term
space travel on the health
of astronauts," the IIT-
Madras said in a press re-
lease. The present study
was inspired by the earlier
observations of the domi-
nance of Klebsiella pneu-
moniae, a bacteria, on the
surfaces of the ISS. This
pathogen has been known
to cause pneumonia and

other nosocomial (hospi-
tal-acquired) infections.
The researchers were
broadly interested in un-
derstanding how this bac-
teria affects the growth of
other microbes in the
vicinity and the possible
implications it could have.
The researchers analysed
the microbial sample data
taken across three space
flights at seven locations
on the ISS. The study
found that Klebsiella
pneumoniae, a major mi-
crobe that resides on the
ISS, is beneficial to vari-
ous other microbes also
present on the ISS, espe-
cially the bacteria from
the Pantoea genus.

However, it was found

that its presence was ham-
pering the growth of
Aspergillus fungus. This
computational observa-
tion was further tested
through laboratory experi-
ments, and it was found
that the presence of K.
pneumoniae was indeed
detrimental to the growth
of the Aspergillus fungus.
Dr Karthik Raman, associ-
ate professor at the Bhupat
& Jyoti Mehta School of
Biosciences and a core
member of the Robert
Bosch Centre for Data
Science and Artificial
Intelligence (RBCDSAI),
IIT Madras, collaborated
with Dr Kasthuri
Venkateswaran, senior re-
search scientist at JPL.

Chennai, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A Tamil Nadu fisher-
man on Friday sustained
bullet injuries when the
Navy, "fired warning
shots" in mid-sea and Chief
Minister M K Stalin
sought Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's interven-
tion to prevent such 
incidents.

The Navy said its ship
intercepted a suspicious
boat on the Palk Bay and
as the vessel did not stop
despite repeated warnings,
warning shots were fired
as per Standard Operating
Procedures to halt it, a
Defence PRO tweet said.

A crew member on
board the boat sustained
injury and he was hospi-
talised. The boat was no-
ticed by the Navy ship,

while on patrol near the
India-Sri Lanka
International Maritime
Boundary Line in the
early hours of Friday. An
inquiry has been ordered
to investigate the incident,
the Defence statement
said.

"The injured person was
administered first aid by
the ship and evacuated by
an Indian Navy Chetak heli-
copter to INS Parandu at
Ramnad and has been shift-
ed to the Government
Hospital, Ramanathapuram
for further medical manage-
ment. His condition is re-
ported to be stable."

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment identified the in-
jured fisherman as K
Veeravel belonging to
Vanagiri village of
Mayiladuthurai district.

In a statement, Stalin said
he was shocked by the in-
cident and said Veeravel
has been shifted to a state-
run hospital in Madurai
and that he has directed
the authorities to provide
best medical treatment to
him.

Also, the Chief Minister
ordered a financial assis-
tance of Rs 2 lakh from
the Chief Minister's
Public Welfare Fund to the
fisherman. Writing to
Prime Minister Modi,
Stalin said the incident in
which the fisherman sus-
tained grievous bullet in-
juries has caused distress
and anguish.

While fishing, Veeravel
was shot in mid-sea by
Indian Navy personnel on
board INS Bangaram in
the early hours of Friday,

he said. Veeravel was part
of a 10-member fishing
group that ventured for
fishing in a mechanised
boat.

Seven fishermen belong
to Tamil Nadu and three
were from Karaikal in
Puducherry. The boat was
based from Karaikal. The
injured fisherman was
brought to a hospital in
Ramanathapuram for
treating grievous bullet in-
juries in the abdomen and
thigh and shifted to a
Madurai government hos-
pital, he said.

"I am extremely sad-
dened by this incident that
has happened by an act of
the Indian Navy. You are
well aware of the plight of
Indian fishermen being
ill-treated by Sri Lankan
security forces."

VHP says religious converts should 
not benefit from reservation

Lucknow, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) on Friday
said religious converts
should not be given the
benefit of reservation for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. The out-
fit also asserted that it
would not allow religious
converts to take "double
benefit". However, it had
no complaint if anyone
from Buddhism or
Sikhism was taking "dou-
ble benefit", adding that
Christianity and Islam
were not religions born in
India.

Religious converts
should not get the benefit
of reservation for

Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, VHP na-
tional spokesperson Vijay
Shankar Tiwari said at a
press conference at
Vishwa Samvad Kendra
here. He said the converts
were not only taking ad-
vantage of caste-based
reservation but also of
being a minority.

Tiwari, who launched
the Diwali special issue of
the VHP magazine 'Hindu
Vishwas', added that the
organisation would no
longer allow religious con-
verts to benefit doubly.

When asked how the or-
ganisation would prevent
this practice, Tiwari said,
"Hindu society is a big so-
ciety, and the central gov-

ernment will have to ac-
cept it and take steps to
stop it." The VHP leader
also said this practice was
against the basic spirit of
the Constitution.

He alleged that some
people were converting for
greed of this double bene-
fit and called it a threat to
the country. Targeting
Christian conversion, he
said it was creating an
anti-national atmosphere.

Tiwari added that this
issue was very old and that
converts should not bene-
fit doubly. He also claimed
that BR Ambedkar, former
prime ministers
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Indira Gandhi wanted the
same.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday sought responses
from the Centre and oth-
ers, including the Medical
Council of India, to peti-
tions alleging rising as-
sault on doctors and seek-
ing framing of guidelines
for their protection across
the country.

A bench of Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
and Justice Bela M Trivedi
also issued notice to the
Rajasthan government as
the petitions filed by the
Delhi Doctors Forum,
Indian Medical
Association (Dwarka) and
Suneet Kumar Upadhyay
sought a CBI probe into

the alleged suicide of a gy-
naecologist in Dausa in
the state.

Upadhyay's wife
Archana Sharma, a gynae-
cologist, had ended her life
by suicide in Rajasthan
after being harassed by a
mob following the death of
a woman patient during
the delivery on account of
excessive bleeding.

"Issue notice on the peti-
tions returnable on
November 23. Dasti in ad-
dition," the bench said. In
legal parlance, 'Dasti'
means delivery of a notice
by hand.

Lawyer Shashank Deo
Sudhi, appearing for
Medical Association
(Dwarka), said doctors are

being attacked across the
country even if a patient
dies on account of health
reasons which are beyond
the control of medical pro-
fessionals.

"There are no medical
cells in police stations ei-
ther. The police officers do
not understand medical
terminology," he said,
adding there was a need
for framing comprehen-
sive guidelines to protect
doctors.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranaraynan, ap-
pearing for the husband of
the deceased doctor, said
the child was delivered
healthy and the mother
had pre-conditions which
led to the death. Still the

gynaecologist was hound-
ed. The petitioners plead-
ed for the Centre and other
stakeholders to take reme-
dial steps.

"Issue a direction in na-
ture of mandamus or any
other appropriate writ,
order/direction or direc-
tions for constituting a
CBI enquiry into the cir-
cumstances which led to
unfortunate death of
young gynecologist doctor
by committing suicide
under the mysterious con-
ditions in order to find out
the actual perpetrators of
the entire incident and
bring them to justice to
deter other such potential
wrong doer," one of the
pleas said.

‘Cross border propagation of 
terrorist ideologies cannot be 

termed political problems’
New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Emphasising that terror-
ism is the biggest violator
of human rights, Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said cross-border
propagation of terrorist
ideologies through online
radicalisation cannot be
considered as "political
problem". Addressing the
concluding session of the
90th Interpol General
Assembly, he said all coun-
tries must come together to
have a common definition
of terrorism and terrorists.

"We cannot fight terror-
ists and terrorism globally
unless there is a common
definition of both.
Commitment to fight ter-
rorism and differentiating
good or bad terrorism or

classifying terror attacks
as big or small cannot go
together," he said. Shah
said there must be a con-
sensus on the cross-border
propagation of terrorist
ideologies through online
radicalisation. "We cannot
consider this to be a politi-

cal problem.
We must all be commit-

ted to ensuring that an ef-
fective fight against terror-
ism should be long-term,
comprehensive and sus-
tainable," he said. Interpol
is the best platform to
achieve "across border co-

operation" which is must to
defeat "cross border terror-
ism", he said. The home
minister said in many
countries Interpol nodal
agency and counter terror-
ism agencies are different.

"Given this situation, in
order to fight terrorism, we
will have to bring together
all the counter-terrorism
agencies of the world," he
said. Shah asked Interpol to
develop a permanent com-
munication channel be-
tween counter terror agen-
cies of the countries where
real time information and
intelligence can be shared
among countries. He said
India is committed to work
with Interpol to counter all
forms of global terrorism
providing its technical and
human resources.
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An artisan prepares the head of ‘Asura’ at a workshop ahead of ‘Kali Puja’ festival, in Nadia district, Friday.

KALI PUJA’ FESTIVAL

Students participate in 'rangoli' making competition ahead of Diwali festival, at a college in Bikaner, Friday.

RANGOLI’ COMPETITION
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the 90th General
Assembly of INTERPOL, at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Friday.

SC seeks response of Centre on pleas 
alleging rising assault cases against doctors

Case against police
officer's daughter

for rash driving
New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):
A case has been registered
against the daughter of a
police officer after she hit
a 34-year-old parking at-
tendant at south Delhi's
Saket Mall, police said on
Friday.

The parking attendant
filed a complaint on
Thursday and said the ac-
cident occurred around
9.35 pm on Sunday, a sen-
ior police officer said.

According to the com-
plaint, when the attendant
was handing over a car to
a customer, another car
came out of the parking
area all of a sudden. In the
process, it hit him and he
suffered injuries in his
legs, the police said. He is
undergoing treatment at
Max Hospital.

Fisherman sustains injuries as
Indian Navy fires ‘warning shot’

Stalin takes up issue with Modi

Police arrests man from Rajasthan for 
duping women on matrimonial sites

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A 25-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly pretend-
ing to be a captain in the
Indian Army and cheating
women on the pretext of
marrying them, police said
on Friday. The accused has
been identified as Bipin
Kumar Jha, a resident of
Madhubani district in
Bihar, they said.

The case came to light on
July 27 after a 24-year-old
woman lodged a complaint
with the police. The
woman, an HR manager in
a private company, said Jha
approached her on a matri-
monial site where he pre-
sented himself as a captain
in the Indian Army.

They started talking on
the phone and became good
friends. He told the victim
that he was posted in
Jammu and Kashmir and
had to travel to Bihar for
the treatment of his father
and sought financial help
from her, the police said.
The woman transferred
about Rs 2 lakh to him in in-
stalments. Later, when she
asked Jha to return the
money, he started avoiding
her and even threatened
her with dire consequences,
they said. During the inves-
tigation, it was found that
the money was transferred
to the account of one Fajal
Khan Kathat, a resident of
Pali in Rajasthan, a senior
police officer said. Fajal,

who was arrested on
September 17, revealed that
he shared his account de-
tails with Jha to receive the
money on a commission
basis, the officer said. Jha
was also frequently chang-
ing his location and
switched off his mobile
phone most of the time. A
woman sub-inspector, the
investigating officer in the
case, created a profile on
the matrimonial site and
contacted Jha. When she
engaged him over phone,
the police tracked his loca-
tion to Jaipur and nabbed
him from a restaurant on
Thursday, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northeast) Sanjay Kumar
Sain said. During interro-

gation, Jha revealed that
his father was a retired
Army personnel. He also
said that he used to sift
through the names of
women on matrimonial
websites and contacted
them on the pretext of mar-
riage. If the women showed
interest, he talked to them
and developed a relation-
ship. He then demanded
money from them before
disappearing, Sain said.
The police said Jha worked
for Fajal in Pali. He enticed
Fajal to use his account for
receiving the money on a
commission basis, they
said, adding that a mobile
phone, Army uniform and
accessories were seized
from him.



Hate speeches
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Calling hate
speeches a "very serious
issue", the Supreme
Court Friday directed
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand governments
to promptly register crim-
inal cases against the cul-
prits without waiting for a
complaint to be filed. It
warned any delay on the
part of the administration
will invite the court's con-
tempt. A bench of
Justices K M Joseph and
Hrishikesh Roy also
issued notices to the two
state governments on a
petition filed by a man
named Shaheen Abdullah. 

Bomb threat
MMuummbbaaii:: A man was
arrested for allegedly
calling up and threatening
to blow up a luxury hotel
in suburban Vakola, a
Mumbai police official
said on Friday. The call
was received at 8:49pm
on Thursday after which a
probe team began efforts
to nab the person by col-
lecting call detail record
(CDR) and mobile tower
location, he said. "Our
probe has found the
accused is an alcoholic. 

Tiger crushed 
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: A tiger was
run over by a train in
Rajura forest range of
Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district on
Friday, a senior forest
official said. The death
came to light in the morn-
ing hours, when a gang-
man of the Railways spot-
ted the carcass of a tiger
on the railway track on
Hyderabad-Ballarshah
route, the official said.
The matter was reported
to the forest department
and a team rushed to the
spot for inspection. The
tiger was a sub-adult,
said Suresh Yelkarwar,
the range forest officer of
Rajura Range. 

PMLA case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday said it has
attached seven immov-
able assets of Uttar
Pradesh gangster-turned-
politician Mukhtar Ansari
as part of a money laun-
dering investigation
against him and his fami-
ly. The properties, provi-
sionally attached under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
are worth Rs 1.48 crore
(registry value) while
their circle rate at the
time of registration was
Rs 3.42 crore, the federal
agency said in a state-
ment. Ansari, a five-time
former MLA, is currently
lodged in a prison in
Banda, Uttar Pradesh. 

DIWALI FESTIVAL

People buy decorative items and lights from a local market ahead of Diwali festival, 
in Prayagraj, Friday.

Low31 20High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,576.30   7
59,307.15   7SENSEX

GOLD 50,370

SILVER 56,863

BRIEF

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
personnel from a Advanced 

Light Helicopter (ALH) perform
during a demonstration as 

part of 'DefExpo-22' in
Porbandar, Friday.
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New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday said his govern-
ment will soon move the
Supreme Court for in-
creasing reservation for
tribals in the state accord-
ing to their population.

He said the state govern-
ment has also set up a
commission in this regard
and it will submit its re-
port in November.

Baghel was talking to re-
porters after inaugurating
the three-day
Chhattisgarh Tribal
Festival here, the first
such initiative in the na-
tional capital to promote
tribal art and culture.

When Chhattisgarh was
part of Madhya Pradesh,

there were 20 per cent trib-
als and 16 per cent
Scheduled Castes (SC) in
the state. After the cre-
ation of Chhattisgarh,
there were 32 per cent trib-
als and 13 per cent SCs in
the state, the chief minis-
ter said.

In 2005, the Centre gave
its nod to granting reser-
vation in Chhattisgarh ac-

cording to population but
this was stalled by the pre-
vious state government
from 2005 to 2011, he al-
leged.

In 2011-12, when tribals
agitated, the state govern-
ment gave 32 per cent
reservation to them, 12 per
cent to SCs and 14 per cent
to Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), leading to
58 per cent reservation, he
said. Later, two commit-
tees were set up but they
never presented their re-
ports before the court and
this led to the high court
annulling the decision on
reservation, Baghel said,
adding that reservation on
the lines of Madhya
Pradesh was automatical-
ly implemented in
Chhattisgarh. "We are now

moving the Supreme
Court and have also set up
the Patel committee in this
regard whose report will
be ready by November this
year. We will then imple-
ment increased reserva-
tion as per the report," he
told reporters here.

On the BJP's criticism
on the issue, Baghel said
the saffron party is
against reservation. There
are no employment oppor-
tunities available as the
BJP sold airports and
other establishments to
private parties. So, where
will they give reservation?

"The BJP's central gov-
ernment is also giving one
per cent less reservation to
SCs and STs. They should
correct that first," he al-
leged.

Itanagar, Oct 21 (PTI) 

Three persons were
killed in an Army helicop-
ter crash in Upper Siang
district of Arunachal
Pradesh on Friday morn-
ing, a defence official said.

The advanced light heli-
copter, carrying five Army
personnel, was on regular
sorties, he said.

The incident took place
at 10.43 am at Singging
near Migging, around 25
km from district headquar-
ters Tuting.

"There were five Army
personnel onboard. Three
of them died. Two bodies
have been recovered, while
one has been sighted. Two
others are yet to be spot-
ted," the defence official
said. A rescue team
reached the spot and

search operation is under-
way, Tezpur based defence
spokesperson Lt Col AS
Walia said. Two choppers,
one each of Army and
India Air Force, have been
deployed for the search and
rescue operation, he said.
Upper Siang SP Jummar
Basar had earlier said the
crash site is a mountainous
region, and it would take
time for the search and res-
cue team to reach the spot.
The district police also sent
a team to the spot for
search operation, the SP
said. The Army chopper,
also known as HAL Rudra,
took off from Likabali in
Lower Siang district of the
state with the army person-
nel onboard. This is the
second incident of an
Army helicopter accident
in the state this month.

Varanasi(UP), Oct 21 (PTI):

A district court here
fixed November 2 for a
hearing on a plea for the
survey of two basements
in the Gyanvapi Mosque
complex and imposed a
penalty on the mosque
committee for not filing an
objection to it in time.

District Government
Counsel Mahendra
Pandey said the court had
earlier asked the mosque
committee to file an abjec-
tion to the plea filed by
Hindu plaintiffs in the
Gyanvapi mosque-
Shringar Gauri complex
case. "The mosque side
could not file any objec-
tion, after which the court
slapped a fine of Rs 100 on
them and fixed November
2 for hearing," Pandey
added. The court on

Friday also rejected
prayers of four people for
becoming a party to the
case. Earlier on Monday,
the court had rejected sim-
ilar applications of seven
people.

The people who had
filed applications for be-
coming a party to the case
included former Kashi
Vishwanath temple ma-
hant Kulpati Tiwari,
Hindu Sena national presi-
dent Vishnu Gupta, weav-
er Mukhtar Ahmed
Ansari and president of
Brahmin Mahasabha Ajay
Kumar Sharma, Pandey
said.

While some of the appli-
cants prayed for becoming
a party to the case seeking
permission for regular
worship of deities whose
idols are located on an
outer wall of the mosque,

others said they had de-
tailed information of the
matter . Lawyers connect-
ed with the case have been
claiming that the base-
ments are located near the
"wazookhana", a place for
the ritual ablution in the
mosque complex.

One of the petitioners
from the Hindu side also
pleaded for ensuring the
safety of idols of Lord
Ganesh and Goddess
Lakshmi, which they
claimed have been recov-
ered from the complex.

Last Friday, the court
had turned down the
Hindu petitioners' plea
seeking scientific investi-
gation and carbon dating
of a "Shivling" claimed to
have been found on the
mosque premises. The
Muslim side has rejected
the claim.

Indore, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes (NCST) has issued
an arrest warrant against
Dhar collector Dr Pankaj
Jain after he failed to ap-
pear before the panel in
connection with a case of
ill-effects on local residents
and the environment
caused by a private stone
crusher in the Madhya
Pradesh district, an official
said on Friday.

The arrest warrant was
issued on Thursday and
the NCST has asked the
Madhya Pradesh director
general of police (DGP) to
execute it by October 26.

"The arrest warrant was
issued after Jain failed to
appear before the NCST on
October 14 despite being

summoned by the commis-
sion," the official said.

Residents of Junapani in
Dhar district, some 65 kilo-
metres from Indore, had
approached the NCST al-
leging a stone crusher
being operated by a
Haryana-based company
near the village illegally
was affecting their health,
crops and domestic ani-
mals, and was also pollut-
ing the air. They had al-
leged the district adminis-
tration was not listening to
their complaint. Taking
cognizance of the villagers'
complaint, the NCST had
directed the Dhar district
administration to evaluate
the damage caused to peo-
ple and the environment
and accordingly give ap-
propriate compensation to
affected persons.

Dehradun, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
accused previous govern-
ments of leaving centres of
faith across the country in a
state of neglect and claimed
that these places are now
being restored to their lost
glory.

Citing examples of the
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
Ujjain and Ayodhya, where
major reconstruction
works have been carried
out in recent years, Modi at-
tributed the "years of neg-
lect" to a "slave mentality".

"Slave mentality grips
the minds of some people
so strongly that they react
even to development as if it
is a crime," he said.

Such people never get
tired of praising the centres
of faith in other countries

but they look down upon
their own country's centres
of faith, Modi said.

"Pride in our own legacy
and every possible effort for
development are the foun-
dations of a 21st century
India," the prime minister

said while addressing a
gathering in Uttarakhand's
Mana village on the India-
China border after laying
foundation stones of two
ropeway projects to
Kedarnath and Hemkund
Sahib. Neglect of the cen-

tres of faith for decades by
previous governments re-
flects a disregard for crores
of people who believe in
them and the country's cul-
ture which is thousands of
years old, the prime minis-
ter said.

"Our centres of faith are
not just structures, they are
symbols of our cultural
legacy which is thousands
of years old. They are our
life breath," Modi said.

Reconstruction work car-
ried out in Kedarnath in re-
cent years is bringing un-
precedented number of pil-
grims to the Himalayan
temple, he said. "Earlier a
maximum of four to five
lakh people visited
Kedarnath in one season
but I am told that this year
45 lakh people have visited
the temple, breaking all
past records," Modi said.

Korba, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A herd of elephants went
on a rampage and killed a
man after a calf from the
group was killed by vil-
lagers in Chhattisgarh's
Korba district, a forest offi-
cial said on Friday.

The incidents took place
in Katghora forest division.

An elephant calf, around
one year old, was allegedly
killed by locals and buried
in a field in Bania village
under Pasan forest range
sometime earlier this week,
said Premlata Yadav,
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO).

The herd of 44 elephants
to which the calf belonged
entered the nearby
Devmatti village in Jatga
range on late Thursday

night. The elephants tram-
pled Pintawar Singh and his
three cattle to death when
he was in his cattle shed, the
official said. "Forest person-
nel have been monitoring
the herd's movement.
Locals have been advised to
remain alert and avoid
going near the herd," DFO
Yadav said. A team of forest
officials visited the Bania
village after being tipped off
about the calf's killing.

They found that paddy
had been planted freshly on
the patch of land where the
carcass was buried to cover
up the killing, Yadav said.

Forest personnel ex-
humed the carcass. The
exact cause of death will be
known after the autopsy re-
port arrives, she said. The
owner of the farm where

the calf was buried was de-
tained for questioning, the
official said. The family of
the man who was killed by
elephants in Devmatti vil-
lage was provided an in-
stant relief amount of Rs
25,000 while the remaining
compensation of Rs 5.75
lakh will be given after the
completion of formalities,
she said. According to offi-
cials, this herd of elephants
has damaged crops on 22
acres of land in three vil-
lages in the area in the last
two days. Human-elephant
conflict has been a major
issue in northern
Chhattisgarh for the last
one decade but such inci-
dents are also being wit-
nessed in the central region
of the state in the last few
years.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI) 

The Delhi University
on Friday extended the
last date for acceptance
of allocated seats for un-
dergraduate courses in
the first merit list till 12
pm Saturday.

Earlier, the last date
for acceptance of seats
was 5 pm Friday.

Over 65,000 candidates
have already accepted
their allotted college and
course by 6.15 pm, Delhi
University Registrar
Vikas Gupta said.

"The date and time of

the first round of the
common seat allocation
system has been extend-
ed till 11.59 am
Saturday," he said.

"By 6.15 pm Friday,
over 65,000 candidates
had accepted seats allo-
cated to them," he added.

The varsity had on
Wednesday announced
the much-awaited first
list of seat allocation,
marking the commence-
ment of the third and
last phase of the admis-
sion process for the un-
dergraduate pro-
grammes. In the context
of provisional seat allo-
cation, 'allocated seat'
refers to a unique combi-
nation of programme
plus college.

Islamabad, Oct 21 (PTI) 

In a major setback to for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan, Pakistan's top elec-
tion body on Friday dis-
qualified him from holding
public office for five years
in the Toshakhana case for
hiding proceeds from the
sale of gifts he received
from foreign leaders.

After the consensus rul-
ing by a four-member
bench headed by Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman cannot be-
come a member of the par-
liament for five years.

The decision was taken
unanimously by the five-
member bench. However,
the member from Punjab

was not present for the an-
nouncement.

The ruling coalition gov-
ernment lawmakers had
filed a case with the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in August
against 70-year-old Khan
seeking his disqualifica-
tion for failing to reveal the
proceeds from the sale of
gifts that he purchased at a
discounted price from the

state repository, also called
Toshakhana.

The ECP after hearing
the case had reserved its
judgment on September 19
on the conclusion of the
proceedings. The bench of
the ECP on Friday unani-
mously ruled that Khan
was involved in corrupt
practices and was disquali-
fied as a member of the
parliament. It also an-
nounced that action would
be taken against him
under the corrupt prac-
tices laws. Asad Umar,
Secretary General of
Khan's party, announced
that the decision would be
challenged in the
Islamabad High Court.
Fawad Chaudhry, another
PTI leader, rejected the ver-
dict and asked Khan's fol-

lowers to stage protests.
The ruling came days after
Khan's party on Monday
swept the crucial by-elec-
tions, winning six out of
eight National Assembly
seats and two out of three
provincial assembly seats.

Khan, who contested
seven National Assembly
seats in the crucial by-elec-
tions held on Sunday,
emerged victorious in six
constituencies.

Khan, who came to
power in 2018, apparently
received expensive gifts
from rich Arab rulers dur-
ing official visits, which
were deposited in the
Toshakhana. Later, he
bought the same at a dis-
counted price as per the
relevant laws and sold the
same at hefty profits.

Balasore, Oct 21 (PTI) 

India on Friday success-
fully test-fired indigenous-
ly-developed new genera-
tion medium-range ballis-
tic missile Agni Prime
from the Odisha coast,
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation (DRDO)
sources said.

The sleek missile was
test fired from a mobile
launcher from the APJ
Abdul Kalam Island
around 9.45 am, they said.

The solid-fuelled canis-
terised missile met all mis-
sion parameter during the
test, they added.

All its navigation was
tracked and monitored by
radars and telemetry
equipment positioned
along various points, the
officials said.

DU extends last date of seat
acceptance till Saturday

̈ Over 65,000 
candidates accept
allotted college

India successfully test
fires medium-range

ballistic missile

Ex-PM Imran Khan disqualified from
holding public office for five years

Previous governments neglected centres of faith: PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Badrinath Temple in Chamoli
district, Friday.

Elephant calf killed, herd tramples man
to death in neighbouring village

NCST issues arrest warrant against
Dhar collector on complaint by 
villagers about stone crusher

Varanasi court to hear on Nov 2 plea seeking
survey of two basements in Gyanvapi mosque

Three die in Army
helicopter crash

Baghel says Chh'garh govt to move 
SC for increasing reservation for tribals

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: October 19
will be a day that students
of Classes 10 to 12 will cher-
ish all their life. They had
the opportunity to interact
with one of the school
alumni Simi Karan, IAS. It
was a very friendly and in-
teractive session.

After completing her
schooling from Bhilai, Miss
Simi pursued BTech in
Electrical Engineering
from IIT Bombay. She
cleared UPSC in the year
2020. At present, she is post-
ed in the Assam and
Meghalaya Cadre.

In her address, she ad-
vised the students on the

need to choose the right
subjects according to one's
interest. She also stressed
on the importance of incul-
cating good reading habits.
According to her, the stu-
dents should be inquisitive
and keep learning through

asking questions. She en-
couraged the students to be
open to accepting new
ideas. She also shared valu-
able tips on

how to handle academic
pressure and time manage-
ment. She also motivated

the students to have a clear
vision of their long-term
goals. Living in the present
and having a positive atti-
tude are also a part of her
success mantra.

Her talk was followed by
an open house session in
which the students asked
her many questions regard-
ing the best way to strike a
balance between their
school curriculum and
preparation for various
competitive exams. Simi
patiently answered all their
queries. Her success story
was an inspiration to
everyone present. The stu-
dents felt motivated by her
confidence, poise, and clari-
ty of thought.

Kedar Nath Chand 

BBhhiillaaii::  Former BSP employee
Kedar Nath Chand left for
heavenly abode at the age of
85 years. Funeral procession
will be taken out from his resi-
dence situated at Shastri
Nagar, near BM Shah
Hospital on October 21
around 12:00 hrs and last rites
of the mortal remains will be
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
grandfather of Harshvardhan
Chand and Aniket Chand.
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
mourned his death.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology celebrated
Diwali on Friday. The pro-
gram started with lighten-
ing of diyas as it symbolizes
prosperity, abundance and
positivity with this in heart.

The program continued
with the message of
Principal Dr Dipali Soren
who quoted about the im-
portance of Diwali. Dr RH
Gajghat recited a melodious
poem respectively on this
occasion which symbolized
the importance of Diwali.
Dr SS Bishoyi entertained
everyone with his joyful
songs. The presidential ad-
dress was given by Fr Dr PS
Varghese who highlighted
importance of light. He said
everyone should be a light
to brighten the world. The

festival of lights is the mark
of "The Victory of good
over evil, of light over dark-
ness and the return of
Shree Ram".

To highlight this summa-
ry, Ramayana was recited
by Ms Divyani and she also
danced to make the occa-
sion even more joyful.
Diwali is the festival of hap-

piness and dance is a form
which conveys happiness,
so a group dance perform-
ance was given by students.
Robin Babu hosted the en-
tire program. The faculty of
CCET have also given their
performance on the occa-
sion. The program ended
with few games organised
by students.

Martyrs remembered on Police Commemoration Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: On the oc-
casion of Police
Commemoration Day,
rich tributes were paid to
the brave hearts those
who lost their lives for the
country in line of duty.
The district level pro-
gramme was organised at
Martyrs' Memorial at the
parade ground of 1st and
7th Battalions of
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force Battalions here in
Bhilai.

MP Vijay Baghel and IG
(Durg Range) Badri
Narayan Meena led the
gathering in paying hom-
age to the martyred police
personnel. Later, they met
the family members of
the martyrs and hon-
oured them with shawls

and srifal. The family
members of the martyrs
shared their problems
with the MP and top cops.
IGP Meena directed his
subordinates to take im-
mediate action for resolv-
ing the problems.

Police Commemoration
Day owes its origin to
clashes with Chinese
troops in the Hot Springs
area of Ladakh in the

year 1959. The CRPF was
given the responsibility of
maintaining security in
the frontier region and
manning the border
posts. A reconnaissance
squad was captured by
Chinese soldiers near the
Kongka Pass.

A search operation
launched for the missing
squad resulted in a clash,
with 10 police personnel

losing their lives on
October 21, 1959. Since
then, the day has been
marked every year to re-
member their sacrifice as
well as of all the police
personnel who have lost
their lives in service of
the nation.

In the year 2021-22, a
total of 264 police person-
nel lost their lives in serv-
ice of the nation. Here in

Chhattisgarh, 03 police-
men made supreme sacri-
fice in line of duty. 08 cops
of Andhra Pradesh, 07 of
Bihar, 04 from Assam, 02
from Jharkhand, 02 from
Himachal Pradesh, 11 of
Karnataka, 01 of Kerala,
16 of Madhya Pradesh, 01
of Manipur, 08 of Gujarat,
02 of Haryana, 02 of
Jharkhand, 01 of
Nagaland; 02 of Orissa; 03
of Rajasthan, 06 from
Sikkim; 03 from Tamil
Nadu; 01 from Tripura, 07
from Uttar Pradesh; 06 of
Uttarakhand; 18 of West
Bengal; 05 of Delhi; 37 in
Jammu and Kashmir; 27
of BSF; 06 of CISF, 30 of
CRPF; 14 of ITBP; 01 of
NSG; 03 of SSB; 04 of
NDRF; 06 of Assam Rifles
and 17 of RPF are includ-
ed in this year's list.

Plate Mill, URM and Blast Furnace create new production records
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: Plate Mill
collective of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant increased its ef-
forts by setting a new
record of highest ever
daily despatch on October
20, 2022 under the leader-
ship of RK Bisare, CGM
(Plate Mill). Plate Mill suc-
ceeded in making a shift
record as well. Apart from
this, it was successful in
making a daily record of
direct despatch.

Plate Mill has set a new
record of highest ever
daily despatch by
despatching 8152 tonnes of
plates with 132 wagons
and 10 trolleys on October
20, 2022. With this new
record, Plate Mill broke
the daily despatch record
of 6750 tonnes of plates

with 111 wagons and 03
trolleys manufactured on
October 04, 2022.

Along with this, Plate
Mill succeeded in break-
ing the loading record of
3300 tonnes in 55 wagons
made on October 04 by
loading 3540 tonnes of
plates in 59 wagons in the
first shift on October 20,
2022 and succeeded in cre-
ating a new shift record.

Along with these
achievements, Plate Mill
also created a daily record
in Direct Despatch. Direct
despatch of 7251 tonnes of
Plates on October 20, 2022
surpassed its own record
of 5487 tonnes made on
October 04, 2022.

It is noteworthy that the
Plate mill had earlier suc-
ceeded in making a record
in the normalizing of

plates as well. On October
11, 2022, Plate Mill has nor-
malized 1428 tonnes of
plates, setting a new daily
record in the production of
normalized plates, sur-
passing the old record of
1396 tonnes of normalized
plates set on September 8,
2018.

Anirban Dasgupta,

Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, Executive
Director (Works) congrat-
ulated the Plate mill frater-
nity as well as other allied
departments for this
achievement. RK Bisare,
CGM (Plate Mill) ex-
pressed his gratitude for
the cooperation received
from Indian Railways for

this record, as well as con-
gratulated allied depart-
ments RCL, T&D etc.

In a series of records,
Universal Rail Mill of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has set a new record of
daily welding joints by
completing 265 numbers of
Rail welding joints on
October 20, 2022, which

shattered the previous
daily record of 264 num-
bers of rail joints on
October 19, 2022. Similarly,
making a new record in
the inspection of welding
joints, a record was made
by inspecting 224 joints
and breaking the record of
215 joints made on October
16, 2022.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director-in-Charge, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Anjani Kumar, Executive
Director (Works), congrat-
ulated the URM fraternity
and also congratulated the
other concerned depart-
ments including RCL,
RITES.

By injecting 2345 tonnes
of coal dust on October 20,
2022, a new record for the
highest daily coal dust in-
jection has been set, sur-

passing the record of 2262
tonnes of coal dust injec-
tion set on October 11,
2022.

It is noteworthy that due
to rain in the past and due
to the damp raw material,
the goods used to stick to-
gether and at the same
time, unloading took more
time as to this raw materi-
al used to get stuck to the
wagons. As soon as the
weather became normal,
the OHP team has demon-
strated excellent team
work by emptying the rake
number 8593 of Iron Ore
Fines of Bolani within the
free time provided by the
Railways without any
delay. The OHP
Management expressed its
gratitude for the coopera-
tion extended by the
Indian Railways.

Vigilance Awareness 
Week 2022: BSP organises
Grievance Redressal Meet 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: Bhilai Steel
Plant is organising
Vigilance Awareness Week
(VAW) -2022 from October
31, 2022 to November 06,
2022. Theme of this year's
VAW is "Corruption free
India for a developed
Nation".

As a part of vigilance
awareness campaign, a
customer meet was organ-
ised by Marketing depart-
ment of Bhilai Steel Plant
on October 20 at
Marketing Department
for addressing the various
issues/ grievance of the
Customer/Stakeholders

and to make them aware
about the various system
improvement practices
carried out by Bhilai Steel
Plant towards upholding
the transparent and ethi-
cal business practices for
the benefit of Customers
as well as other stakehold-
ers. The event started
with administering
Integrity Pledge by
Vigilance Department to
the gathering.

Approximately twenty
customers dealing with
sale of different categories
of secondary products/ma-
terials participated in the
programme. Concerned of-
ficials from associated de-

partment like Finance,
CO& CCD, MRD, Bast
Furnace, Disposal section,
Metal Junction etc also at-
tended the event.

The programme was
chaired by Susmita Dey,
GM (I/c) (Marketing).
Various issues and difficul-
ties being faced by the cus-
tomers were discussed at
length. Solutions of some
of the issues are already in
process and solution to
some of the issues will be
addressed soon. The whole
programme was coordinat-
ed by Marketing
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant in association with
Vigilance Department.

Murder and robbery accused
arrested from Varanasi 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: Durg
Police managed to arrest
the fugitives of the sensa-
tional murder and robbery
incident of Amleshwar
within 24 hours. The cops
tracked the digital foot-
prints and did technical
analysis to arrest the ac-
cused from Varanasi. The
robbed jewellery and cash
has been recovered from
the accused. Murder
weapons and other vital
evidences have also been
seized.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a jeweller was
killed by two masked rob-
bers in broad daylight at
Amleshwar on Thursday.
Surendra Kumar Soni (52)
son of Raghav Ram Soni a
resident of Wood Island
Colony, Amleshwar owned
a jewellery shop at Tiranga
Square in Amleshwar. He
was alone at the shop
when two masked men en-
tered the shop and at-
tacked Soni with firearms.
The accused looted cash

and jewellery from the
shop and escaped. The vic-
tim was rushed to Medical
College Hospital in Raipur
where he was pronounced
brought dead.

Police team reached the
crime scene and investiga-
tions were launched.
Police examined the CCTV

footage and found that the
entire incident was record-
ed in the device. The ac-
cused were clearly seen in
the footage. Police discov-
ered that two other ac-
cused were waiting for
them outside the shop and
all the four had escaped on
a bike.

Soon the bike used in the
crime was recovered from
Raipur. Police examined
the CCTV footage of the
place where the bike was
recovered and found that
the accused had further es-
caped in a car bearing reg-
istration number DL-
4CAH-2592.

Police conducted techni-
cal analysis and found that
the accused had stayed in
Aarang, the native city of
the deceased for a couple of
days before committing
the crime.

Police traced the digital
footprints of the accused
and managed to trap them
from Varanasi within 24
hours. The accused are
being brought to Durg. The
looted cash and jewellery
was recovered from their
possession. Police have
seized two pistols from the
accused.

The arrested accused
are identified as Saurabha
Kumar Singh (24) son of
Arjun Singh a resident of
Dandibagh, Gaya; Abhay
Kumar Bharti (18) son of
Vansh Raj Bharti a resi-
dent of Dhanapur, District
Chandauli; Alok Kumar
Yadav (18) son of
Satyendra Yadav a resi-
dent of Sonpur, Chhapra;
and Abhishek Kumar Jha
son of Avadh Kishore Jha
a resident of Rajla, District
Muzaffarpur.
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Digital footprints tracked to nab the fugitives 

Diwali celebration at CCET

DPS Bhilai alumni Simi Karan 
(IAS) interacts with students 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 21: On Friday,
Inspector General (BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Special Operations) Indraj
Singh led the gathering to
pay rich tributes to the
martyrs on the occasion of
Police Commemoration
Day. All the officers, subor-
dinate officers and jawans
paid homage to the mar-
tyrs.

This day is celebrated in
the memory of the martyrs
of the Indian Police Forces,
who made supreme sacri-
fice during the war with
the Chinese Army at the
Indo-Tibetan border on 21
October 1959. This day is

observed across the coun-
try as Police Commemor-
ation Day.

In the Annual

Conference of the
Inspector General of Police
of the States and Union
Territories held in January

1960, it was decided that
every year October 21 will
be observed as Police
Commemoration Day in
memory of the brave po-
licemen who were mar-
tyred in Ladakh and other
policemen who martyred
in the line of duty.

Indraj Singh, Inspector
General, Frontier
Headquarters, Special
Operations, CG, remem-
bered all the martyrs who
laid down their lives while
protecting the country dur-
ing the last one year. In the
last one year, 261 brave po-
licemen have made
supreme sacrifice which in-
cludes 27 men of Border
Security Force.

BSF pays tributes to martyrs on 
Police Commemoration Day
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Third edition of National Tribal
Dance Festival from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 21: The three-
day long National Tribal
Dance Festival that aims to
promote and showcase
rich, vibrant and state’s
unique tribal culture and
cultural exchange among
indeginous people coming
from across the country
and abroad will be organ-
ized in Raipur from
November 1.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh state will
complete 22 years of its for-
mation on November 1.
This grand festival that
has taken the shape of an
international event will be
organized along with the
celebrations of 23rd State
Foundation Day
(Rajyotsav). The event will
be held under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel from
November 1 to 3 at the
Science College Ground in
Raipur. On the initiative of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, ministers, parlia-
mentary secretaries, legis-
lators and other public rep-
resentatives are handing
over invitations of the
event in person to the
Chief Ministers, minis-
ters, and public represen-

tatives of all the states of
the country.

MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma and Dr. Laxmi
Dhruv on Thursday invit-
ed Rajasthan Chief
Minister  Ashok Gehlot to
attend Rajyotsav and
National Tribal Dance
Festival. They met Gehlot
and invited him to partici-
pate in the festival by pre-
senting him with the spe-
cial tribal artwork of
Chhattisgarh.

Similarly, Parliamentary
Secretary Parasnath
Rajwade invited Assam
Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma.
MLA Khelsai Singh and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rashmi Ashish Singh met

the Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
and invited him to attend
the dance festival on behalf
of Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Indra Shah
Mandavi and MLA
Daleshwar Sahu invited
Puducherry Chief
Minister N. Rangaswamy.
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwar Singh Nishad and
MLA Bhuneshwar Baghel
invited Sikkim’s Public
Works and Culture
Minister Samdup Lepcha,
and MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma handed over the
invitation to the represen-
tative of the administrator
of Lakshadweep.

Ramji and Sushmita win Jr Table
Tennis championships

Raipur, Oct 21: Ramji
Kumar and Sushmita
Shome on Friday won the
Junior Under 17 champi-
onship title in Boys and
Girls category respectively
of the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table Tennis
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Life Insurance
Corporation of India at
Sapre School TT Hall here.

Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that Ramji Kumar
from Raipur defeated
Vishal Decate from Raipur
with the score of 4-1 in the
final match here whereas
Sushmita Shome from
Bilaspur defeated Aditi
Khuntia from Bilaspur by
4-0 to clinch the Girls title
in Junior Under 17 catego-
ry.

Similarly, Naitik
Agrawal from Raipur de-
feated Shreshtra Mishra
from Raipur by 3-2 to win

the Cadet Under 13 catego-
ry title whereas Suchi
Verma from Durg defeated
Ananya Gotekar from
Rajnndgaon to win the
Cadet Girls title.

Senior Divisional
Manager of LIC Raipur
Ashok Thakur was chief
guest of the prize distribu-
tion ceremony whereas
CTTA Senior Vice
President Kishore
Jadwani presided over the
function in presence of
CTTA Treasurer Harjeet
Singh Hura as special
guest.

Dr Ram Sundar Das
honoured 

Raipur, Oct 21: Rajya Gou
Seva Aayog President
Mahant Dr Ram Sundar
Das, who was awarded
honorary degree of D Litt
from Pt Ravi Shankar
Shukla University was ho-
noured with memento at
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das Mahavidyalaya,
Gandhi Chowk here today.
Experts present on the oc-
casion admired Mahant
Ramsunder Das for his
simplicity and friendli-
ness.

Vikas Upadhyay,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA was present on
the occasion as chief
guest. Dr Ram Sundar
Das, who was awarded the
honorary degree of D Litt
on Valmiki Ramayana by
Pt Ravi Shankar Shukla
University, while talking
about the degree, said that
it took 4 years to get this
degree after analysis of

more than 108 texts of
Ramayanas.

Dr Mahant said that he
completed his research
under guidance of Dr
Vaishnav. Apart from pub-
lication of more than 10
research papers in
Sanskrit, 3 physical texts
were also published dur-
ing study, he said. Also
present on the occasion as
Education Committee
president Ajay Tiwari, sec-
retary Anil Tiwari,
Mahant College principal
Dr Devashish Mukherjee,
Education Committee vice
president Dr RK Gupta,
Suresh Shukla, commis-
sioner Bharat Scouts-
Guides, educationist Dr
Anjani Shukla, Shikshak
Sangh president Sanjay
Dubey, professor
Parthsarthi Saroj Mishra,
Abhijit Tiwari, Vitthal
Agrawal, professor Rao
and others.

Jail Lok Adalat: 448 inmates
released from prisons 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2211:: At least 448
inmates were released from
various prisons in Chhattisgarh
under the Jail Lok Adalat initia-
tive undertaken for speedy dis-
posal of cases and to decon-
gest jails in the state, an offi-
cial said on Friday.

The Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority
(CGSLSA) has launched an ini-
tiative to conduct Jail Lok
Adalat to facilitate release of
prisoners who are languishing
in jails despite being granted
bail or first-time offenders of
crimes that are not heinous in
nature, he said.Several prison-
ers who have been “unneces-
sarily” languishing in jails and
their family members have
welcomed the move, the
CGSLSA official said. As a part
of the drive, the Jail Lok Adalat
was held for the first time in all
33 jails of the state on October
15, during which 448 prisoners
were released, he said.Earlier
this year, the Supreme Court
had sought suggestions to
decongest jails while hearing a
special leave to appeal
(Criminal) ‘Sonadhar v/s
Chhattisgarh state’, following

which the CGSLSA had submit-
ted a proposal to hold Jail Lok
Adalat, member secretary of
CGSLSA Anand Prakash
Wariyal told PTI on Friday.

The proposal was accepted
by the Apex court, and
Chhattisgarh became the first
state in the country to intro-
duce such an initiative, he said.
Justice Goutam Bhaduri of the
Chhattisgarh High Court, who
is also the executive chairman
of the State Legal Services
Authority, virtually launched
the Jail Lok Adalat from Raipur
central jail in all prisons of the
state on October 15, he said.
The chief judicial
magistrate/judicial magistrate
first class and executive magis-
trate were present in jails, dur-
ing which 448 cases were dis-
posed off, Wariyal said. The
highest number of 163 prison-
ers was released in Jashpur,
while 85 were freed in Raipur,
he said. The Jail Lok Adalat will
be held every working
Saturday in all jails of the state,
the official said.

According to the prison
authority, the state has five
central jails, 12 district jails

and 16 sub-jails and most of
them are overcrowded. The Jail
Lok Adalat will cover cases
which are heard in the CJM
courts related to theft, house
trespass, minor brawl etc, the
official said.

Prisoners who have been
languishing in jail despite
being granted bail, cases in
which there is no minimum
sentence fixed under law and
undertrials who have spent
considerable time in prison for
offences that are not heinous
in nature will also be consid-
ered in Jail Lok Adalat, he
added. While inaugurating the
initiative, Justice Bhaduri had
said that Chhattisgarh is the
first state which has taken
such a step to protect the
human rights of prisoners.

“In a way, overcrowding in
jails is a violation of human
rights of its inmates. This joint
effort is to protect the rights of
common men and uphold the
spirit of the Constitution. All
stakeholders, including jail
authorities, have an important
role in it and with their cooper-
ation, we will execute it,”
Bhaduri had said.

Munat blames CM
for dilapidated roads

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 21:
Blaming Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for
poor and dilapidated
roads in Chhattisgarh
the BJP State
Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat said that Baghel
must tell how much
loan was obtained for
the Road Development
Corporation for the re-
pair of the roads of the
state and action taken
against the officials re-
sponsible for the main-
tenance of the roads.

Talking to the media
during a press confer-
ence held at his resi-
dence here on Friday,
Munat said that he had
got the expressway and
flyover bridge con-
structed during the BJP
tenure.

While facility of bet-
ter road network was
developed across the
state during tenure of
BJP, the Congress Chief
Minister has not been

able to decide what ac-
tion should be taken
against corrupt contrac-
tors and officials of
Public Works
Department even in 4
years, Munat said.
Reacting to allegation of
corruption during his
tenure as PWD Minister
Munat challenged the
Chief Minister for judi-
cial probe into the
works undertaken dur-
ing his tenure.

Munat said that cen-
tre allotted 18 lakh hous-
es in Chhatisgarh.
However, many eligible
beneficiaries were de-
nied houses, he said. In
Chhattisgarh, the cen-
tral government gave 60
percent of the center’s
share in the Pradhan
Mantri Awas but the
state government did
not pay the state share,
he said adding that
houses of the poor were
not built. The state gov-
ernment canceled the
allotment of houses to
the poor.

Police seizes gold jewelleries 
of Rs 1.15 cr and cash worth Rs 13 lakh 

Surguja, Oct 21: Surguja
police on Friday seized
gold weighing 1.667 kg
and worth Rs 1.15 cr and
cash of Rs 13.7 lakh from
the accused residing in
room No. 106 of Kanchan
Hotel, Sadar Bazar Road
in Ambikapur. The ac-
cused could not produce
valid documents in sup-
port of such huge amount
of gold jewellery and cash
in his possession and
therefore seized all of it.

ASP Vivek Shukla in-
formed that a they got tip
from an informer that a
person residing in Hotel
Kanchan  is carrying
huge amount of gold jew-
ellery. So as per the infor-
mation, it was  under lead-
ership of ASP Vivek
Shukla, the city SP Smriti
Rajnala, TI Kotwali DSP
Rupesh Narang and other

jawans reached the hotel
room No. 106. When the
police inquired about the
person, he disclosed his
name as Vishnu Kumar
Taswar (42), R/o Subhash
Road, Kolkata (WB).

When the police con-
ducted search inside the
black bag, they found
1.667 kg and 860 mg gold
jewelleries worth Rs
1,15,76,000 and cash of Rs
13,07,600 in his possession.
When the police asked to
show documents in sup-
port of it, he could not
and after which all the
gold jewelleries and cash
was seized. A case was

filed against Vishnu and
he was produced in the
Court and from there he
was taken on judicial re-
mand.

It is notable here that
this year in August
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had caught a huge
smuggling racket in gold
and silver smuggling in
Chhattisgarh’s ‘sarafa’
market from Mayanmar
to Bangladesh- Kolkata.
The agency in its raid had
seized 16.665 kg gold from
‘sarafa’ traders of
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand during the
raid on Aug 5, 6 and 7.

Police personnel in disturbed
areas proved their mettle: Guv

Raipur, Oct 21: Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey partic-
ipated in the Police
Commemoration Day
Parade organized at 4th
Battalion, Mana today and
paid floral tribute to the
martyred soldiers.
Governor Ms Uikey and
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu also
took the salute of the pa-
rade to the tune of the na-
tional anthem.

Speaking on the occa-
sion the Governor high-
lighted the significance of
Police Commemoration
Day saying that it com-
memorates the in-
domitable courage and

valor of the martyred po-
lice personnel. She under-
lined role of police in mak-
ing ‘Paritranaya
Sadhunaam’, the motto as
mentioned in the
Bhagavad Gita meaning-
ful. She said that the coun-
try achieved unprecedent-
ed success in enhancing its
strategic capability. She
also said that better train-
ing and other necessary fa-
cilities helped boost morale
of the police personnel.
The policemen deployed in
the internal security of the
country have continuously
contributed in establishing
peace and harmony, she
noted.

During adverse circum-
stances of COVID-19 pan-
demic, police personnel
performed their duty and
continuously served the
people, she said. The func-
tions and responsibilities
of the police are different.
Because of the alertness
and vigilance of the police,
peace and harmony re-
mained in the society and
people are able to live
peacefully, she said. She
urged the people to bring
sensitivity in their behav-
ior towards police person-
nel and have a humane atti-
tude. Chhattisgarh is fac-
ing Naxal menace, she
said, adding that police
personnel posted in dis-
turbed areas proved their
mettle on many occasions.
According to her the de-
ployment of police person-
nel in disturbed areas is
like a shield, which has re-
duced the expansion of
Naxal-affected areas. Due

to the courage, valor and
understanding of soldiers,
the scope of Naxalites has
been limited, she said. The
Governor further ex-
pressed hope that the
Naxalism would be elimi-
nated altogether eradicat-
ed in the time to come.

Addressing the Police
Commemoration Day
Parade, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu remem-
bered the martyrdom of
brave officers and jawans.
He said that the brave
jawans sacrificed their
lives by showing in-
domitable courage and
valor in Naxalite and other
incidents and are continu-
ously discharging their re-
sponsibilities by being
posted in the Naxal affect-
ed areas of the state. Sahu
said that Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment took many steps
to provide security, respect
and facilities to the police
force and Maoists are con-

tinuously surrendering
after being influenced by
the rehabilitation policy of
the government. Naxalite
incidents have come down
because of such steps of
the government. The
Governor and the Home
Minister also paid tribute
to martyrs of the year 2022,
constable Arjun Kudiyam,
assistant constable Gopal
Karti and head constable
Salik Ram Markam.
Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja gave a trib-
ute address.

Also present on the occa-
sion were parliamentary
secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
chief secretary Amitabh
Jain, principal secretary
home Manoj Pingua, DG
Sanjay Pille, ADGP
Himanshu Gupta, Pradeep
Gupta, Arundev Goutam,
Pavandeo, SRP Kalluri, IG
Anand Chhabda, OP Pal,
SC Dwiwedi and Sanjiv
Shukla.

COLOURFUL ITEMS

Decorative colourful items are high on demand during this festive season.

Raipur, Oct 21:
Governor of Jharkhand
Ramesh Bais will be ar-
riving here from Delhi
by regular flight in the

evening and he will be
staying here for three
days for Diwali celebra-
tions and take part in
different ‘Diwali Milan’
programmes. Ramesh
Bais will leave for
Jharkhand on Oct 27
morning.

CM pays humble tribute
to brave martyrs 

Raipur, Oct 21: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel paid a humble
tribute to the brave
martyrs on the occa-
sion of Police
Commemoration Day
today on October 21.
Chief Minister said
that the brave martyrs
of security forces and
police have made
supreme sacrifice
while fulllfilling their
duties. Entire nation is
proud of their valour
and courage.

Bais arriving today
on three-day tour

 To celebrate
Diwali in Raipur

From a trader 
residing in a hotel in
Ambikapur; fails to
produce valid 
documents

Raipur, Oct 21: Tourism
Conclave has been organ-
ized at Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art, New
Delhi. At the conclave,

CM Bhupesh Baghel vis-
ited the stalls themed at
tribal culture and folk
art of Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister also

played ‘Turhi’- a tradi-
tional musical instru-
ment of Chhattisgarh.

Chief Minister also ad-
dressed a press confer-

ence on the ‘National
Tribal Dance Festival’
being organized in
Chhattisgarh from
November 1.

Need to create awareness against
human-trafficking: Nayak

Dhamtari, Oct 21:
Chairperson Chhattisgarh
State Women’s
Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak (having
cabinet minister’s status)
conducted hearing into
the applications received
by the Commission in
Dhamtari on Wednesday
and gave decision in differ-
ent cases after hearing ver-
sions of both the party’s.
During this member of
Women’s Commission Dr
Anita Rawate was also
present. A total of 8 cases
were solved on Wednesday.

The hearing into the
cases was held in the meet-
ing hall of District
Panchayat in Dhamtari
and during which the
Chairperson CGSWC’s Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak gave pa-
tient hearing into all the
cases. She informed that
the number of human-
trafficking case in the dis-
trict is zero, in other words
there are no cases report-
ed in Dhamtari district
under this.

During this she said that
in order to handle the
problem of human traf-
ficking all the people
should be aware as they

are put into works related
to physical exploitation,
sex-racket and forced to
work as bonded labourers.
For this all will have to cre-
ate awareness right from
villages to urban areas
about its dangers and fu-
ture consequences.

Dr Nayak informed that
the state government in
order to create awareness
against human-trafficking
will take out
‘Mukhyamantri Mahtari
Nyay Rath’ in each dis-
trict, which will create
awareness among general
public.

During the hearing into
the cases by the
Commission, in one last
time case of social boycott,
District Protection officer
from the Commission,

Nava Bihan and Police
Gram Sabha were present.
In the meeting it was in-
formed that the Gram
Sabha made a public decla-
ration to include the com-
plainant woman with the
society and all the docu-
ments in support of which
were produced before the
Commission and after
which the case was closed.

In another case it was
found that the applicant
was absent in all previous
hearings and in the
Wednesday’s hearing she
urged the Commission to
transfer her case to Raipur
office and it was granted
permission. Likewise
hearing into other cases
was held and decisions
were taken to wind up the
files.
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Raipur, Oct 21:
Professor Ranjan
Dasgupta & Professor
Rajesh Pathak of IIM
Raipur won the ICAI
International research
award in Accounting
Category. Prof.
Dasgupta and Pathak
were among the three
Indian Researchers
who won gold awards
during the ceremony.
ICAI International
Research Awards 2022
celebrate the contribu-
tions of the global re-
search community in
fostering innovation
and value creation.

The awards further
aspire to develop a re-
s e a r c h - o r i e n t e d
ecosystem promoting
trade and investment,
augmenting public in-
terest in the globalized

financial markets.
According to their

study, firms that en-
gage more in environ-
mental, social, and
governance (ESG) ac-
tivities indulge less in
opportunistic earn-
ings manipulation
practices.

The study which
took samples from 33
countries found that
such manipulation of
earnings decreases if
the firm is based in a
civil law country or a
country with superior
credit rights.

Research is vigor-
ously promoted at the
Indian Institute of
Management, Raipur
thanks to its state-of-
the-art facilities.

In addition to provid-
ing a conducive envi-
ronment for students
and researchers to con-
tribute to the public in-
terest through their re-
search, the institute
has been working tire-
lessly to enhance stu-
dents’ and researchers’
experiences.

Ensure better implementation of flagship
schemes of govt: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Bemtara, Oct 21:
Health Minister and
Minister in-charge of
Bemetara district, T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the
implementation of the
ongoing development
works and schemes in
the district by holding a
meeting of officers of
various departments at
Bemetara district head-
quarters on Thursday. In
the meeting, he directed
the officers to ensure bet-
ter implementation of
the flagship schemes of
the government.
Singhdeo also reviewed
the availability of fertil-
izers and seeds for the
Rabi season along with
the preparations for the
purchase of paddy in the
district from November
1. Agriculture Minister,
Ravindra Choubey and

local MLA  Ashish
Chhabra also attended
the meeting.

In-charge Minister
Singhdeo directed to pro-
vide better medical facil-
ities to the people in the
hospitals of the district,
to keep adequate stock of
medicines and to ensure
that doctors and other
staff be present on time.
He directed the officers
to work sensitively to
take the benefits of the
schemes to maximum
number of people. There
should be better imple-
mentation of flagship
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. Any kind of in-
difference and negli-
gence will not be 
tolerated.

Singhdeo instructed to
take the benefits of bene-
ficiary oriented schemes
like Suraji Gaon Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen

Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana to as many
people as possible.
Agriculture and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister,
Ravindra Choubey
asked the farmers to en-
courage the use of vermi
compost to increase pro-
duction in agriculture.
He instructed CEOs of
Janpad Panchayats to
make proper arrange-
ments for para and fod-
der in Gauthans. District
officers of various de-
partments including
Bemetara Collector
Jitendra Shukla,
Superintendent of
Police I. Kalyan Elisela
and District Panchayat
CEO  Leena Mandavi
were present in the re-
view meeting.

BOM inaugurated state of the
art branch at Vyapar Vihar

Bilaspur, Oct 21: Bank of
Maharashtra one of the
leading public sector bank
today opened a new state
of the art branch at
Vyapar Vihar, Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh. With the
opening of this branch,
BOM now has a total of 39
branches and 31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh. The Branch
shall cater to all basic
banking transactions and

also specific needs of cus-
tomers, offering the entire
spectrum of banking prod-
ucts and financial services
covering Retail, Agri and
MSME sectors. The Bank
offers various unique
products to its clientele
based on their needs such
as ATM cum debit card, se-
cured internet banking,
24/7 Customer Care
Centre, and Mobile bank-
ing amongst others.

Chief Guest, Prahlad
Yadav, Assistant Director,
ATR Chhattisgarh ex-
pressed at the occasion
that “Bank of
Maharashtra’s state of the
art new branch at Vyapar
Vihar, Bilaspur will be
helpful for the people in
the locality for fulfilling
all of their banking and fi-

nancial needs.”
Prasanta Kumar Raju,

Zonal Head, said, “We are
delighted to open one new
branch in Bilaspur City
and fulfil our commitment
to providing banking serv-
ices to retail customers
through a fast expanding
network of branches and
other channels. It will be a
one-stop shop for the
banking needs of the cus-
tomer, and will enhance
our customer experience
through this branch”. He
expects that with the fast
growing network of
branches in Chhattisgarh,
bank will be able to tap the
huge business potential of
the state and garner more
business.

Currently, the bank is
serving 30 million cus-
tomers across 28 states
and 6 Union Territories in
India through its 2070
branches and 2220 ATMs.
Its vision is to become the
country’s preferred and
profitable public sector
banks leading inclusive
digitized bank serving all
customer segments and
communities offering
world class products.

PIOs must resolve applications under 
RTI within time limit: State CIC

Raipur, Oct 21: State
Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) MK
Raut, while addressing the
district level workshop on
Right to Information or-
ganized in the auditorium
of Red Cross building lo-
cated in the Collectorate
today, said that the Right
to Information Act had
been made for the general
public. Public Information
Officers should resolve the
applications received
within the prescribed time
limit. He said that appli-
cant submitting the appli-
cation fee in the form of
non-judicial stamp, e-
stamp, challan, Indian
postal order, cash, bank
draft, should be given in-
formation within the time
limit by registry post.

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, District Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer
Akash Chhikara,
Additional Collector BB
Panchbhai, State

Information Commission
Joint Director Dhananjay
Rathor were also present
on the occasion. Right to
Information Act is to
make the work of the gov-
ernment transparent,
Raut said. According to
him there is a time limit
and fee for providing infor-
mation and Public
Information Officers
should take special care of
this. An applicant’s appli-
cation is not to be trans-
ferred to more than one de-
partment.

State Information
C o m m i s s i o n
Commissioner Ashok
Agrawal clarified in the
workshop that if the
Public Information Officer

is unable to provide the in-
formation to the applicant
within the time limit, then
the applicant can appeal to
the First Appellate
Authority.

State Information
Commissioner Manoj
Trivedi said that the
Public Information Officer
and the First Appellate
Officer must respond to
the notice of the
Commission, failing
which the Commission
can impose fine and claim
compensation.

State Information
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Dhanvendra Jaiswal said
that decision of the com-
mission must be followed.
He said that the Right to

Information Act has been
made for the benefit of the
general public.

It is necessary to display
government works, docu-
ments and programs in the
departmental website, so
that the common citizen
does not need to apply
under the Right to
Information Act. He said
that all Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers should
clearly mention their
names while replying to
the applicant. Jaiswal said
that while giving informa-
tion to the applicant, the
Public Information Officer
and the First Appellate
Officer should display the
name plates outside their

offices. State Information
Commission Joint Director
Dhananjay Rathore said in
the workshop that making
the administration trans-
parent and accountable is
the basic objective of the
Right to Information. If the
common citizen has paid
the fee for the Right to
Information, then it is the
responsibility of the Public
Information Officer to pro-
vide the information to
him within the time limit.
In the workshop, the State
Chief Information
Commissioner and State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioners resolved
the queries and doubts of
the Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers.
Detailed information of
Right to Information Act
2005 was displayed through
projector. A large number
of Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers, Janpad
Panchayat Public
Information Officers and
First Appellate Officer
(Chief Executive Officer)
were present in this one-
day workshop.

Two national awards conferred on
the state under PM Awas Yojana

Raipur, Oct 21:
Chhattisgarh is being rec-
ognized and appreciated at
national level for its vari-
ous achievements and in-
novations in the fields of
education, health, nutri-
tion, agriculture and
farmer welfare, infrastruc-
ture etc, under the leader-

ship of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel. This
time, Chhattisgarh has re-
ceived two prestigious
awards under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
Award 2021 at the Indian
Urban Housing Conclave
being organized by the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs,
Government of India from
19 to 21 October 2022 in
Rajkot, Gujarat. These
awards have been con-
ferred upon Chhattisgarh
in the category of Best
Community Oriented
Projects and Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat.

It is worth mentioning

that on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s initia-
tive, ‘Mor Zameen-Mor
Makaan Yojana’ was start-
ed in Chhattisgarh. After
integration of this scheme
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) and
convergence of 19 other
central and state spon-
sored schemes, 61 leprosy
affected families residing
in Asha Nagar of
Rajnandgaon Municipal
Corporation were provid-
ed well-equipped pucca
houses. This has brought
significant improvement
in the living standard of
these families. Likewise,
in Nagar Panchayat
Gandai and Antagarh, spe-

cial category beneficiaries
were also provided with
pucca housing and efforts
were made to improve
their lifestyle.

These efforts and initia-
tives being taken in
Chhattisgarh for social up-
liftment have been recog-
nized at the national-level
and the state has been
awarded for its outstand-
ing performance in the
category of ‘Best
Community Oriented
Projects’ for social uplift-
ment projects. Nagar
Panchayat Patan of
Chhattisgarh has secured
third rank in the ‘Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat’ for its excel-
lent works of providing
housing to the beneficiar-
ies on time and for con-
struction of a large num-
ber of well-furnished
houses under Mor
Zameen-Mor Makaan
scheme of Prime
Minister’s Housing
Scheme (Urban). It is note-
worthy that in the last four
and a half years,
Chhattisgarh has received
many awards from the
Government of India for
better implementation of
various schemes and wel-
fare policies in the state.
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Ch’garh awarded in
Best Community
Oriented Projects
and Best
Performing Nagar
Panchayat category
at the Indian Urban
Housing Conclave

CM Baghel attends the Tourism Conclave
Organized at Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, New Delhi

Workshop on Right

to Information

At the hands of
Asst. Director ATR
Ch’garh Prahlad
Yadav 

BOM now has a
total of 39 branches
and 31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh State.

Along with paddy
purchase prepara-
tions, inquired
about availability of
fertilizers and seeds
for the Rabi season

Prof. Dasgupta & Prof.Pathak
of IIM-R wins gold

At the ICAI
International
Research Awards
2022



Jagdalpur, Oct 21: 

Police Commemoration
Day was organized today
in the 5th Corps Chhasbal
Complex in Bastar
Divisional Headquarters
Jagdalpur. In this event, in
the year 2021-22, in the
memory of 261 police and
paramilitary officers and
jawans, who laid down
their lives in the line of
duty throughout India,
their names were recited
by Bastar IG Sudarraj P. In
the year 2021-22, the names
of martyr head constable
Salik Ram Markam, mar-
tyr constable Arjun
Kudiyami and martyr as-
sistant constable Gopal
Kadti were also named
after reading from Bastar
to all the states of the coun-
try. On this occasion,
Bastar IG Sundarraj P said
that after the formation of

Chhattisgarh state, while
protecting the life and
property of the people
under Bastar division, in
the last 22 years, more than
1282 security force mem-
bers made their supreme
sacrifice and attained mar-
tyrdom. Similarly over
1841 Innocent villagers
were killed by Naxalites. In
the face of all these cir-
cumstances and chal-
lenges, a decisive edge has

been achieved by Bastar
Police, Security Forces and
local administration in the
implementation of Triveni
Action Plan ‘Trust-
Development-Security’ to
curb Naxal activities
under Bastar division. By
working more dedicatedly
in this direction, we will
give a new and positive
identity to Bastar. It is to be
known that 63 years ago,
on October 21, 1959, while

discharging the duty on
the border of India and
China, 10 CRPF officers
and jawans made the high-
est sacrifice for their coun-
try. In memory of which 21
October is celebrated
every year as Police

Commemoration Day. In
today’s Police
Commemoration Day pro-
gram, Minister in charge
of Bastar Kawasi Lakhma,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Chairman

Kavita Sahu, Bastar
Collector Chandan Kumar,
Bastar SP Jitendra Singh
Meena, Fighter 05th Corps
Chhasbal Shashimohan
Singh , and other officers
and other members of the
force were present.

Chichpole, Oct 22: 

Under the joint aegis
of Indira Devi Gouraha
Higher Secondary
School, Kasdol and
Chhattisgarh Mahila
Shakti Sandh Kasdol in
village Chichpol,
Diwali was celebrated
with great pomp along
with needy children
and women of Self Help
Women’s Committees.

The chief guest was
Dr. Ramkrishna
Mishra, ayurvedic med-
ical officer and retired
principal of
Government College
Kasdol, Dr. Nisha Jha
and principal-currently
President of
Chhattisgarh Mahila
Shakti Sandh, Varsha
Sharma, President of
Nagar Panchayat
Kasdol, Niluchandan
Sahu, Gurudhasidas
Higher Secondary
School. In the program,
Chichpol’s Jagriti,
Gayatri and Ganga

Women’s Self Help
Groups President
Sukmati Bai Paikra,
Savitribai, respectively,
told that through their
women’s group, they
prepared bath soap and
detergent powder
(Tiger Axle) brand with
small amount and the
response available is
very good.

Presiding over the oc-
casion, Dr. Nisha Jha
while expressing her
happiness said women
are selflessly paving the
way for other women to
become self-reliant by
working hard.

In the program,
Jagriti Women Self
Help Group President
Sukmati Paikra,
Gayatri Women Self
Help Group President
Savitri Bai, Garima and
Ganga Women Self
Help Group President
Durgavati Kaivartya,
Maheshdwari Patel and
many others were pres-
ent.

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  OOcctt  2211:: As per
instructions by the SSP
Dhamtari Prashant Thakur,
and under guidance of the
Addl. SP Megha Tembhurkar,
close eye is being kept on the
people moving with sharp
knives, button-knife and other
sharp-edged weapons during
this festive season.  In one
such drive, the police nabbed
one Narendra Bavne S/o Late
Shivaji Bavne (29), R/o
Vindhyasini ward, Dhamtari
and a case  under section 25

and 27 of Arms Act was filed
against him. SSP has issued
instructions to take strict
action against those ordering
online purchase of button-
knives and the anti-socials
with other sharp-edged
weapons during this festive
season. He asked the TIs of all
thanas to prepare the list of
such persons and asked them
to deposit the knives in the
thanas at the earliest.  To
ensure further protection to
people of city during festive

season, the police is keeping
close eye through CCTV cam-
eras and deploying police in
civil dress at crowded places
to avoid any stabbing cases. In
the above action, Cyber in-
charge Naresh Banjare,
Kotwali thana Chandrakant
Sahu, GR Sahu and Anil Yadu,
head constable Rajput, R
Anand Katakwar, Yuvraj
THaur, Krishna Patil, Vikas
Dwivedi, Virendra Sonkar, J
Rajput and others are playing
important role.
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Koriya, Oct 21: 

With the intention of en-
suring the availability of
better health facilities in
the district, District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh, who went on a
surprise inspection,
reached the Community
Health Center of the devel-
opment block Sonhat here.
During this, instructions
were given to take strict
action against lab techni-
cian Atar Singh, who was
absent without prior no-

tice for the last three days
along with salary deduc-
tion. During this, the
Collector directed all the
medical staff to treat pa-
tients and their families
with kindness and aware-
ness and instructed of tak-
ing strict action against
the negligent ones. During
the inspection, Collector
took stock of the arrange-
ments in OPD, delivery
and testing room, opera-
tion room, medicine distri-
bution centre, sonography,
NRC, general ward, male

and female ward etc.
While checking the stock
register in the store room,
he instructed to conduct
physical verification of
medicines continuously.

The Collector instructed
the sub-divisional officer
Sonhat to check the pay-
ment to the registered ben-
eficiaries under Janani
Suraksha Yojana last
month and asked the BMO
to follow up regularly after
the discharge of each pa-
tient. The Collector spoke
to the patients during the
inspection, while taking
feedback in health facili-
ties, talked about timely
food, availability of doc-
tors, medicines, cleanli-
ness etc and advised the
mothers to pay special at-
tention to nutrition and
cleanliness at home for the
good health of the chil-
dren. The Collector also
inspected the pre and post
matric tribal children’s
ashram Sonhat and took
stock of the basic arrange-
ments.

Collector takes 
stock of health facilities

in inspection

Rajim, Oct 21: 

Chhattisgarhia Olympic
Zone level sports competi-
tion was inaugurated on
18th and 19th October at
Gauthan ground in village
Kirwai. The chief guest of
the program was District
President Pushpa
Jagannath Sahu, presided
over by Sarpanch Yatyth
Sharma, distinguished
guest, retired preacher
Praful Kumar Dubey,
Sarpanch. Bhuneshwari
Banjare (Coma) Sundar
Lal Sahu (Semhartara)
Smt. Uma Sahu (Bhaistra)
Hemsing Dhruv (Kamahi)
Smt. Ashwani
Radheshyam Sahu
(Artery) and Bhavna
Devagan (Beltukri).

The chief guest Smt.
Pushpa Sahu started the

women’s 100 meter race by
blowing the whistle and in
her address she said that
the vanishing tradition is
being revived through
sports in the rural envi-
ronment and a golden op-
portunity is being given to
develop the spirit of broth-
erhood, cooperation and
talent in our old tradition-
al game.

On this occasion,
Sarpanch Semehratara
Sundar Lal Sahu,
Sarpanch Kumhi
Khemchand Dhruva,
Rohit Sahu Semahratara
gave their valuable contri-
bution.Zone sector officer
Rakesh Sahu, zone in-
charge Shambhu Adil,
president Suden Sahu
(CAE) sports teacher
Ganga Sahu and many
others were present.

Ch’garhia Olympic Zone
level meet inaugurated

Pithora, Oct 21:

SP Mahasamund organ-
ised public awareness
through screeing of traf-
fic albums and film videos
with help of ‘Anjor Rath
mobile thana’ at Govt
Girl’s HS School Pithora
and Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora under the
‘Hamar Beti, Hamar
maan’ and ‘Jindagi na mi-
legi dubara’, here on
Wednesday. As per  in-
structions from the SP
Bhojram Patel (IPS) and
Addl. SP Aakash Rao,
DSP (Traffic) Rajesh
Dewangan, SDM (Pithora)
Prem Lal Sahu, Traffic in-
charge Indrabhushan
Singh, Pithora TI Rakesh
Khuteshwar ad Principal
Chandrapal Dadsena
College, Pithora
Shivcharan Tiwari and
Principals Govt. Girl’s
School Sukh Singh
Diwan, and teachers
Ramesh Shrivastava, con-
stable Mihir Bisi,
Vrindavan Bhoi,
Ghanshaym Nirala team

organised this awareness
programme. An aware-
ness was created among
the students of the school
and college by special con-
stable master blaster
trainer Manoj Dadsena
and police under the
above titles.

The students were ad-
vised not to drive two
wheeler without helmet
and no four-wheelers
without seat belts. They
were also advised not to
drive at high speed and
avoid three on two-wheel-
er, ensure strict traffic
rules and signals and do

not drive any vehicle
without any licence and
should always try to help
the injured persons in any
accidents and dial 112 and
108 for first-aid help.

The girls were als asked
to download ‘Mahila
Abhivyakti App’ and in
this information about all
women-related crimes has
been given and career
guidance has also being
provided in it. They were
also apprised about sports
discipline, how to im-
prove upon skills along
with studies and other
subjects.

Police department 
conducts awareness prog
 Under ‘Hamar Beti,

Hamar Maan’ in Girl’s

School and College

Police keeping close eye
during festive season

Against anti-socials with knives and button knives

Diwali celebrated by
Mahila Shakti Sangh 

Police Commemoration Day organized 
In the 5th Corps Chhasbal Complex

MMuunnggeellii,,  OOcctt  2211:: Under the
chairmanship of Mungeli
Collector, a meeting of the
District Level Task Force
Committee of the Mineral
Department was held here,
wherein the Collector obtained
information regarding revenue
receipt and target, illegal quar-
rying, transportation, storage,
overloading, cases made by
revenue and police depart-
ments, mineral soils involved in
construction works under con-
struction departments, permis-
sion as per requirement of
mudroom etc.  In the meeting,
he said that the rainy season
has ended, therefore there is a
possibility of illegal mining,
transportation and storage of
minerals and in view of this, he
directed to take strict action
against those doing illegal min-
ing, transportation and storage
of minerals. Similarly, he also
directed to keep a close watch
on the vehicles overloading

and take necessary action
against those who do overload-
ing.  On this occasion, the
Assistant Mineral Officer said
that in the financial year 2021-
22, Rs 03.47 lakh was regis-
tered by registering 06 cases of
illegal mining, Rs 19.75 lakh by
registering 132 cases of illegal
transportation and Rs 01.70
lakh by registering 05 cases of
illegal storage, totaling 143
cases. A settlement amount of
Rs.24.92 lakh was recovered by
registering it,similarly, in the
financial year 2021-22, the
department has achieved a
total mineral revenue target of
Rs 352 lakh. Against which an
amount of Rs.355.98 lakh has
been received so far.  In the
meeting, Additional Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal, all the sub-
divisional officers of the sub-
division revenue including the
officials of the Mineral and
Revenue Department were
present.

District level task force 
committee meeting concluded 

Birkoni, Oct 21:

MLA’s rep and Dy.
Sarpanch’s rep Balram
Patel laid stone for the
platform for cultural pro-
gramme (Rang Manch) in
village Birkoni nat

Chandi Gate Nandishwar
here on Monday.

On this occasion
Balram Yadav, Shtrohan
Yadav, Naresh
Chandrakar were pres-
ent. This platform for the
cultural programmes

will be constructed at the
cost of Rs 1 lakh.

Addressing the people
present, MLA’s rep
Balram Patel said that
‘Nandeshwar’ is the ‘Kul-
devata’ of the village and
it is with His blessings

that the villagers got the
gift of construction of
this ‘Rang-manch’ with
sanction of fu nds by
District Panchayat
‘Sabhapati’ - Amar Arun
Chandrakar. He in-
formed that there is lot of
enthusiasm here during
‘sawan’ season and
‘Pola’.

For this work there is
air of happiness among
the people of the village.
Members of Jai Bhole
Samiti have expressed
gratitude for this work.
On this occasion
Mahendra Yadav, Manik
Sahu, Santosh Sahu,
Seetaram Sen,
ManogyaYadav, Horilal
Yadva, Oman Yadav,
Laxminaryan Sahu,
Ishwar Sahu, Kaushal
Sahu and other villagers
were present.

Stone laid for ‘Rang-Manch’ in Nandeshwar
 In Gram Birkoni

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22,  2022

POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY

Delhi Police personnel pay tribute to martyrs during the Police Commemoration Day,
at New Police Lines, Kingsway Camp in New Delhi, Friday.

BRIEF

Agent dead 
Pune: A 31-year-old
food delivery execu-
tive, reported missing
since earlier this
week, was found dead
in a nullah in
Maharashtra’s Pune
city on Friday, police
said. Sanjay Kumar
Yadav, an employee of
an online food aggre-
gator app, had accept-
ed the last food deliv-
ery order around 10.45
pm on October 17 and
had since been miss-
ing, an official said.
Pune received heavy
rainfall on October 17
and several parts of
the city were inundat-
ed. “Today, we found
Yadav’s body in 
a nullah near a hous-
ing society in
Mohammadwadi.

Political situation
Mumbai: Mumbai
Congress leaders Bhai
Jagtap and Charan
Singh Sapra on Friday
called on newly-elect-
ed party president
Mallikarjun Kharge
and discussed the pre-
vailing political situa-
tion in the metropolis,
where civic polls are
to be held soon. A
statement from the
party said Mumbai
Congress chief Jagtap
requested Kharge to
visit the city, and the
invite has been accept-
ed. Jagtap and Sapra
met Kharge in the lat-
ter’s Delhi residence
and congratulated
him for being elected
Congress president.

Engineer dies 
Mangaluru: An engi-
neer working with the
Mangalore Electricity
Supply Company
(MESCOM) died in a
road accident involv-
ing two cars and a bus
at Mahihalla near
Bantwal in
Karnataka’s
Dakshina Kannada
district on Friday, po-
lice said. The deceased
has been identified as
Praveen Joshi (45), as-
sistant executive engi-
neer of Mescom at
Vittal. Sources said
the car driven by
Joshi collided with an-
other car and a bus at
around 11 am. The car
was completely man-
gled due to the impact
of the accident. Local
residents managed to
pull Joshi out of the
car and he was rushed
to a private hospital in
the city where he suc-
cumbed to the griev-
ous injuries.

Dengue cases 
Jammu: Dengue
cases in the district
have witnessed a
surge in recent weeks
with one medical ex-
pert calling it the
biggest epidemic
since 2013. More than
3,000 patients are ad-
mitted in hospitals
with dengue while the
district has already
recorded six deaths, a
health official said.
The trend has
emerged as a grave
concern with cases,
tests and admissions
increasing every
week, the official said.
“Six people have died
in Jammu till today
(Friday),” Jammu
Chief Medical 
Officer Harbaksh
Singh told PTI.

Forward Bloc activists 
participate in a rally to observe
Indian National Army (INA) day

in Kolkata, Friday.

Patna, Oct 21 (PTI):

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Friday
refused to comment on the
claim made by political
strategist Prashant Kishor
that the former was still in
touch with the BJP and
said “ he keeps talking
rubbish”. The political
strategist on Thursday
claimed that Kumar is “in
touch with the BJP and he
might once against tie up
with the party if the situa-
tion demands”. “What
should I say on this .he
(Prashant) keeps talking
rubbish. He makes such
statements just for his
publicity. Everybody
knows that he is working
for which party”, Kumar
remarked in reply to ques-
tions from journalists who
sought his views on
Kishor’s claims that the
CM is still in touch with
the saffron party. Kishor
had also told PTI on
Wednesday that Kumar

has kept a line of commu-
nication open with the
BJP through JD (U) MP
and Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman, Harivansh.

“After having snapped
ties with the BJP, Nitish
Kumar should have asked
Harivansh to step down. If
he insisted on occupying
the post, he could have
been expelled from the
JD(U). But Nitish is hav-
ing this arrangement to
keep options open for the
future,” Kishor on
Wednesday had alleged at

a public meeting in West
Champaran district,
where he has been for
three weeks as part of a
state-wide ‘padayatra’.

The chief minister said,
“Let him (Kishor) speak
whatever he wants. We
have nothing to do with
him. Earlier, he used to
work with me It’s a fact
that there are certain peo-
ple whom I promoted,
ditched me”. Commenting
on phone calls made to
Bihar DGP by a conman,
who posing as a high court

judge sought leniency to-
wards a now-suspended
IPS officer accused of
links with liquor traders
in the dry state, the chief
minister said, “All the ac-
cused, except the IPS offi-
cer who is absconding,
have been nabbed by the
police. The DGP detected
the case on time”. The
Economic Offences Unit
(EOU) of the state police
sent the fraudster
Abhishek Agarwal to jail
on Thursday. He was ar-
rested on the charges of
cheating, impersonation,
causing hindrance in gov-
ernment work, and cyber-
crime. When asked about
the Patna High Court’s lat-
est ruling that the civic
polls in Bihar may be held,
with seats reserved for
Extremely Backward
Classes, the CM said,
“Bihar is the first state in
the country where the gov-
ernment allowed reserva-
tion for extremely back-
ward classes.

He talks ‘rubbish’:
Nitish on PK’s claim 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar speaks during an event
of State Heath Department, in Patna, Friday.

Bengaluru, Oct 21 (PTI):

Cautioning that “de-
structive forces” have
crept into all fields in so-
ciety, Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Friday said
his government would
strengthen the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS),
and increase the num-
ber of prisons in the
state.

The state government
proposes to undertake
more reforms in the po-
lice department, he said,
as he also highlighted
the need for equipping
police personnel with so-
phisticated weapons.

Bommai was speaking
after paying tributes on
Police Martyrs’ Day

here, during which he
recalled Karnataka po-
lice’s rich history and
the services of the per-
sonnel who died on duty.

“The population is in-
creasing in the society
and both national and
international destruc-
tive forces are trying to
disturb peace in the so-
ciety,” the Chief
Minister said.

Bommai also said the
government proposes to
undertake more reforms
in the police department
by having a police muse-
um, strengthening ATS
(Anti-Terrorism Squad),
and increasing the num-
ber of jails, among oth-
ers. He said, laws are
framed to check any
crime after it takes

place, but there is a need
to think about possible
crimes well in advance
and enact legislation ac-
cordingly.

Police personnel need-
ed sophisticated
weapons, he further
said, adding that “if sen-
ior police officers work
efficiently, it will auto-
matically make lower-
rung officers to follow
their bosses.”

Noting that Karnataka
is ahead in providing fa-
cilities to the police
compared to other
states, the Chief
Minister said the re-
cruitment rate is high
with the appointment of
4,000-5,000 police person-
nel every year. “The con-
fidence of the police

must rise and the ap-
pointment must take
place without corrup-
tion, which is being fol-
lowed by the incumbent
government. Also, new
technology and tackling
cyber crime should be
part of police training,”
he said.

Pointing out that the
construction of police
stations has increased in
the last one year,
Bommai said, in the
next one year, all police
stations in the state
must have their own
buildings.

Police inspectors and
deputy superintendents
of police require train-
ing for which a separate
command would be cre-
ated, he said.

Karnataka to strengthen Anti-Terrorism Squad

Mumbai, Oct 21 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has framed rules
to prevent honour
killings, ‘khap panchayat’
diktats, mob lynching as
well as violence, and
asked the Director
General of Police to ap-
prise personnel across the
state force of their imple-
mentation, an official said
on Friday.

The rules, which have
been mentioned in a gov-
ernment resolution (GR)
issued on Thursday, are in
keeping with the recom-
mendations of the
Supreme Court on the
issue, he added.

The GR has directed
that police stations across
Maharashtra should exer-
cise alertness if an inci-
dent of inter-caste or

inter-religious marriage is
reported in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

It also laid down that
‘khap panchayat’ and sim-
ilar organisations should
be reported to district and
police authorities, and
law-enforcing agencies
must get in touch with the
members of these outfits
and tell them such meet-
ings are not allowed as per
law.

Local police must be
alert and, if necessary,
ban such meetings, the GR
stated, adding that if a
meeting is held despite a
ban, then the deputy su-
perintendent of police
must be in attendance and
participants must be told
no decision should be
taken that harms the cou-
ple in question or their
kin.

Police will be required
to videograph such meet-
ings and people who take
decisions violative of
rules will be liable to be
booked for criminal of-
fences, the resolution
added.

If the meeting of a khap
panchayat or any such
outfit cannot be banned as
per law and if there is a
possibility that the cou-
ple’s lives are at risk, pro-
hibitory orders under sec-
tion 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) should be issued
and participants must be
arrested, as per the GR.

Apart from arrests
under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) provisions, re-
medial measures will in-
clude protection to the
couple and their families.

The district magistrate,

police commissioner or
superintendent should
handle the threats given to
the couple and their fami-
lies sensitively, and it
must be checked if the
couple are adults, so that,
if needed, they can be
helped to get their mar-
riage registered.

Complaints from the
couple about threats being
received from relatives,
community members and
khap panchayat-like bod-
ies must be probed by
local authorities and a re-
port should be submitted
within a week, and those
threatening the couple
should be booked under
section 151 of CrPC, it
said.

Police officials not ad-
hering to these rules delib-
erately or due to negli-
gence can face punitive ac-

tion, including depart-
mental inquiry under
service rules.

“To stop mob violence
and lynching, police have
been asked to train rapid
action force teams in each
districts. Water cannons
and tear gas should be
used to control mobs.
Attackers at the site
should be immediately ar-
rested,” the resolution
stressed.

In cases where a protest
by a group or organisation
has resulted in violence
and loss of property , the
leaders or office-bearers of
the group should present
themselves for question-
ing in the police station
within 24 hours, failing
which they will be de-
clared absconders and
will have to face legal ac-
tion, the GR stated.

Maha govt frames rules to curb honour killings, 
‘khap panchayat’ diktats against couples, mob violence

Bhubaneswar, Oct 21 (PTI):
The Odisha government
will rejuvenate a drainage
channel of Mahanadi river
in Cuttack district, a proj-
ect that could help in irri-
gation, growing cash crops
and fishing activities, an
official release on Friday.
The mouth of the channel
Suka Paika, or dead river,
was closed in the 1950s as a
high flood control measure
and now a target has been
set to complete the rejuve-
nation work within 18
months, it said. Chief sec-
retary Suresh Chandra
Mohapatra held a meeting
with the engineers con-
cerned at the secretariat
and directed the water re-
sources department to
float a tender soon for ren-
ovation of the channel. Rs
49.67 crore was approved
for the purpose in the

meeting, the release said.
He asked engineers to keep
the renovated channel
filled with water through-
out the year so that famers
can utilise it for irrigation.
Mohapatra also asked
them to be careful about
the time of implementing
the project to avoid any
ingress of high flood water
from Mahanadi river, it
said. Four bridges will be
constructed to connect vil-
lage roads on both sides of
the channel. The natural
channel originated from
the right embankment of
Mahanadi river near
Ayatpur village in the dis-
trict. After flowing
through about 30.45 km
across 21 gram panchayats
in three blocks, the chan-
nel merged again with the
river at Bankala near
Tarapur.

Odisha to rejuvenate
Mahanadi drainage channel

Bhubaneswar/Kolkata
, Oct 21 (PTI): Odisha
and West Bengal are
bracing for heavy rain-
fall early next week
under the impact of a
possible cyclone in the
Bay of Bengal, the IMD
said on Friday.

The weather system is
likely to skirt Odisha and
move towards West
Bengal and Bangladesh,
it said.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of evacuating
people from low-lying
areas in several districts,
officials said.

The system, which is
presently in the form of a
low pressure area over
the North Andaman sea
and adjoining areas, is
likely to take shape of a

depression on Saturday
and a deep depression on
Sunday, the IMD said.

It is very likely to re-
curve northwards subse-
quently and intensify
into a cyclonic storm
over westcentral and ad-
joining eastcentral Bay
of Bengal.

“Thereafter, it is likely
to move north-northeast-
wards and reach near
West Bengal-Bangladesh
coasts on Tuesday, skirt-
ing Odisha coast,” an
IMD bulletin said.

The cyclonic storm is
expected to be christened
Sitrang’, as suggested by
Thailand.

Odisha’s Revenue and
Disaster Management
Minister Pramila
Mallick said that instruc-
tions have been issued to

all the districts and
coastal region authori-
ties to deal with any
eventuality.

The system is likely to
trigger heavy rainfall
when it crosses parallel
to the state’s coast on
Monday.

Mallick said personnel
of the fire service depart-
ment, the ODRAF and
NDRF are on standby for
any emergency situation.

Meanwhile, the West
Bengal government has
begun the process of
evacuating people from
low-lying areas in Purba
Medinipore, South 24
Parganas and
Sundarbans to safe shel-
ters in the wake of the
cyclone forecast, a senior
official said. Chief
Minister Mamata

Banerjee has convened
an emergency meeting at
state secretariat
‘Nabanna’ on Friday to
take stock of the pre-
paredness.

“Leaves of all district
magistrates, SPs and
emergency department
workers have been can-
celled as a part of the
preparedness for the pos-
sible cyclone,” he said.

Tarapauline, dry food
and medicines have also
been adequately stocked
in these districts, the offi-
cial said.

The Kolkata Police’s
disaster management
team has been asked to
work in tandem with
Kolkata Municipal
Corporation officials to
address any emergency-
like situation, he added.

Odisha, Bengal start mobilising 
resources as possible cyclone approaches

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena
has flagged that he has
received Lokayukta re-
ports from the city gov-
ernment after an “inor-
dinate delay” of three
years, and said being the
custodian of public
trust, it should display
appropriate alertness.

Saxena has written to
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal over the mat-
ter. “I would like to ad-
vise that the minister
concerned may please be
guided appropriately to
dispose such important
matters of public inter-
est within reasonable
period, so that the statu-
tory purpose of laying it
before the legislative as-
sembly is not defeated

and Delhi is not de-
prived of its wisdom,”
the lieutenant governor
(L-G) said in his letter.

Saxena received the
16th and the 17th annual
consolidated reports of
the Lokayukta of Delhi,
pertaining to 2017-18 and
2018-19, “after a delay of
three years from
Kejriwal” and has ap-
proved the laying of the
reports before the Delhi
assembly, L-G office
sources said.

While approving the
reports, “he flagged the
inordinate delay of
three years” and “in-
stead of laying down
these reports before the
legislative assembly, so
that they are debated for
further strengthening
the system of
Lokayukta, it (the delay)

has deprived the assem-
bly from taking cogni-
sance of these impor-
tant reports which deal
with matters of corrup-
tion, abuse or misuse of
position in cases of pub-
lic functionaries”, a
source said.

In his letter, the L-G
has asked Kejriwal to re-
call that even on “earlier
occasion, such delays
were brought to the
chief minister’s notice
and subsequently the
matter was placed in the
assembly”.

Saxena also pointed
out that “being the cus-
todian of public trust, it
is the incumbent upon
higher public func-
tionaries to display ap-
propriate alertness in
such matters of public
importance”.

Delhi L-G flags ‘inordinate delay’ in 
receiving Lokayukta reports from AAP govt

Chandigarh, Oct 21 (PTI):

The Punjab govern-
ment on Friday decided to
restore the old pension
scheme for its employees,
with Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann terming
it a Diwali gift for the state
staff.

“We have taken an in-
principle decision to this
effect in a cabinet meeting.
This will benefit lakhs of
employees,” he said while
adding that modalities will
be worked out.

Mann said the approval
for six per cent dearness
allowance for government
employees has also been
given by the state cabinet.
The restoration of the old
pension scheme, which

was discontinued in 2004,
has been one of the major
demands of state govern-
ment employees.

The state government’s
decision has come ahead
of the Himachal Pradesh
and Gujarat Assembly
polls, where AAP is trying
its luck and had promised
to restore the old pension
scheme for state govern-
ment employees if voted to
power.

Mann said the employ-
ee’s demand has been met
now and it’s a Diwali gift
for them.

“Arvind Kejriwal has
told that we say (promise)
we have to deliver and not
say something what we
cannot deliver,” said
Mann.

Punjab govt to restore old pension
scheme for state employees

Senior police
officers injured

in car crash
Siliguri, Oct 21 (PTI):
Senior IPS officer
Devendra Prakash Singh
was injured as his car
collided with a dumper
in West Bengal’s
Jalpaiguri district on
Friday, police said.

Singh, who is the
Inspector General of
Police of North Bengal,
was travelling from
Siliguri to Alipurduar
when the accident hap-
pened at Damdim in
Malbazar subdivision,
they said.

Along with Singh,
North Bengal’s SP
Traffic Awadhesh
Pathak was also travel-
ling. He was also injured
in the accident, police
said.



DIWALI CELEBRATIONS IN NEW YORK

Mayor of New York City Eric Adams, Senate Majority Leader Senator Chuck Schumer and India’s Consul General in
New York Randhir Jaiswal during Diwali festival celebrations, at Times Square in New York City, USA.
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Warsaw (Poland), oct 21 (AP):

Two stories beneath a
modern steel production
plant on Warsaw’s north-
ern edge lies an untouched
Cold War relic: a shelter
containing gas masks,
stretchers, first aid kits
and other items meant to
help civil defense leaders
survive and guide rescue
operations in case of nu-
clear attack or other disas-
ters.

A map of Europe on a
wall still shows the Soviet
Union and no independent
Ukraine. Old boots and
jackets give off a musty
odour. A military field
switchboard warns:
“Attention, your enemy is
listening.”

Until now, nobody had
seriously considered that
the rooms built in the
1950s and now maintained
as a “historical curiosity”
by the ArcelorMittal
Warszawa plant, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Ewa
Karpinska might one day
be used as a shelter again.

But as Russia pounds
Ukraine, with shelling
around a nuclear power
plant and repeated
Russian threats to use a
nuclear weapon, the
Polish government or-
dered an inventory this
month of the 62,000 air
raid shelters in the coun-
try.

The war has triggered
fears across Europe, and
these are especially felt in
countries like Poland and
Romania that border
Ukraine and would be

highly vulnerable in case
of a radiological disaster.

After the Polish govern-
ment order, firefighters
visited the steel plant’s
shelter last week and list-
ed it in their registry.
Warsaw’s leaders said the
city’s subway and other
underground shelters
could hold all its 1.8 mil-
lion residents and more in
the case of an attack with
conventional weapons.

The ArcelorMittal
Warszawa plant’s
Karpinska is suddenly
receiving inquiries about
the shelter.

Following Russian

President Vladimir
Putin’s threats to carry
out a tactical nuclear at-
tack, “everyone is wor-
ried,” she said.

“I believe that he will
not (stage a nuclear at-
tack), that it would be
completely crazy, but no-
body really believed he
would start this war.”

Amid fighting around
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia
nuclear plant, Poland
also drew up a plan to
give potassium iodide
tablets to local fire sta-
tions, which would dis-
tribute them to the popu-
lation if needed.

There has been a rush
elsewhere in Europe on
potassium iodide which
protects the thyroid
gland in the neck in case

of radiation exposure
including in Finland
where the government
urged the population to
buy them.

Russian threats revive old nuclear fears in central Europe

London, Oct 21 (PTI):

A new diagnostic plat-
form that uses artificial
intelligence (AI) could
provide test results for
health conditions such as
cardiovascular disorders,
and Alzheimer’s disease
within minutes, scientists
say. The diagnostic tool
being developed by re-
searchers at Swansea
University in the UK
could revolutionise the
health care sector due to
the application of a form
of AI — machine learning
(ML). The implementa-
tion of ML has meant it is
possible, for the first time,
for results to be delivered
within minutes, the re-
searchers said.

Biofluids such as syn-
ovial fluid, blood plasma,
and saliva contain pro-
teins that are an impor-
tant biomarker for the di-
agnosis of several health
conditions. The specially
designed platform has
been programmed to de-

tect the concentration of
these proteins to assist in
diagnosis and monitoring
disease progression, ac-
cording to the re-
searchers. The research
proposes that hospital
waiting times could be
drastically cut and the op-
tion for self-screening and
self-monitoring is now
possible with the poten-
tial for at-home diagnostic
kits in the future, they
said. “Existing technolo-
gies for the measure-
ments of macromolecules
in biofluids are limited;
they require a long turn-
around time, or require
complex protocols, thus
calling for alternative,
more suitable, methodolo-
gies aimed at such meas-
urements,” said project
lead, Francesco Del
Giudice. “In our research,
we looked at whether we
could rapidly detect dif-
ferent concentration of
macromolecules in solu-
tion at different tempera-
tures using only 100 mL of

sample (equivalent to two
drops of blood).

“The key innovation is
the fact of providing a re-
sult within 2 minutes,
which is a leap forward
compared to standard
testing that can take sev-
eral hours,” Giudice said.

The proof-of-concept
study, published in the
journal Analytical
Chemistry, can be further
developed in a tool to help
clinicians making deci-
sions on clinical data ob-
tained quickly, the re-
searchers said.

They also plan to devel-
op the platform further
for an at-home-point-of-
care self-screening diag-
nostic platform.

“The ability of artifi-
cial intelligence to drive
down the time required to
complete various tasks
has been demonstrated

across a number of disci-
plines,” said Claire
Barnes, co-author on the
research. “The advantage
of speed offered by the im-
plementation of machine
learning allowed us to ad-
just almost in real-time
the experimental parame-
ters to fulfill the require-
ments of the theoretical
model associated with
this work,” Barnes added.

New AI-powered diagnostic tool may 
provide test results in minutes

Islamabad, Oct 21 (PTI):

Pakistan Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
said on Friday that he is
retiring in another five
weeks and will not be seek-
ing an extension in serv-
ice, according to a media
report.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif would pick the new
army chief after Gen
Bajwa’s term is scheduled
to end on November 29.

The government has an-
nounced that his succes-
sor will be appointed in
due course and according
to the Constitution, Geo
TV reported. Citing un-
named sources, the chan-
nel reported that Gen
Bajwa said on Friday that
he will not seek an exten-
sion and retire after five
weeks. Bajwa, who has
held the top post of the
Pakistan Army for six
years, also said that the
army will not play any
role in politics.

He was initially appoint-
ed in 2016, but after three

years of tenure, the then
government of Imran
Khan in 2019 extended his
service for another three
years.

In September, former
prime minister Imran
Khan had said that Gen
Bajwa should be given an-
other extension until the
new government is elect-
ed, while reiterating calls
for early elections.

Speculation was rife
that he may get another
term after his meeting
with Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif in
London earlier this
month. However, that
seems unlikely now. The

appointment of army
chief is the sole preroga-
tive of the prime minister
and it is perhaps the only
time that his verdict is ac-
cepted by the powerful
army without any ifs and
buts.

The upcoming appoint-
ment is in the headlines
for all wrong reasons.

When Khan was in
power, the opposition ac-
cused him of trying to
bring an army chief of his
choice who could support
his alleged agenda of vic-
timising opposition lead-
ers. Since he lost power in
April this year, the equa-
tion has changed and now
Khan is saying that the
coalition government
wants to install an army
head of its choice to pro-
tect looted wealth and
steal general elections.

Whatever the political
meaning of the rival rhet-
oric, the fact is that an
army chief is seldom a
silent spectator of the po-
litical games in the 
country.

Pakistan Army chief Gen Bajwa
will retire next month

London, Oct 21 (PTI):

A clear frontrunner to
take over from Liz Truss
as Conservative Party
leader and British Prime
Minister remains uncer-
tain on Friday due to deep
divisions among the
Tories, but the bookies’
odds have rocketed in
favour of British Indian
former chancellor Rishi
Sunak.

As the runner up of the
leadership election which
concluded last month, the
former finance minister
who had forecast much of
the economic crisis un-
leashed by Truss’ mini-
budget is seen as a safe
pair of hands to take
charge at 10 Downing
Street.

The 42-year-old is hold-
ing a solid 55 per cent lead
with the Oddschecker bet-
ting odds aggregator, fol-
lowed by a 29 per cent
chance of former prime
minister Boris Johnson
making a comeback. Third

placed in what is emerging
as a three-way contest is
Leader of the Commons
Penny Mordaunt, who had
polled third in the first
round of parliamentary
votes to shortlist candi-
dates for the last leader-
ship race. “I back Rishi
Sunak to be our next PM.
He has the plan and credi-
bility to: restore financial
stability, help get inflation
down and deliver sustain-
able tax cuts over time;
and unite the
Conservatives by bringing
the best talent into govern-
ment to deliver for the
British people,” tweeted
former Cabinet minister

Dominic Raab, among the
first of nearly 50 MPs to
openly declare support for
Sunak. Amid Opposition
calls for an immediate gen-
eral election, there is a
frenzy among the govern-
ing Tories to find a succes-
sor for Truss, who now
holds the ignominious
title of being the shortest
serving incumbent at 10
Downing Street after re-
signing on Thursday just
44 days after being elected
to office. Under the rules
set of this Tory leadership
race, a candidate must
have a minimum of 100
members of Parliament
backing them to make the
shortlist by the Monday
2pm local time deadline. A
comeback for partygate-
hit Johnson is increasing-
ly looking likely with re-
ports that he has the sup-
port of around 140 MPs.
The former prime minis-
ter, who was holidaying in
the Caribbean, is believed
to be on a flight back to get
his leadership campaign

going quickly.
“I’m backing Boris

#BorisorBust,” tweeted
UK Business Secretary
Jacob Rees-Mogg, one of
the head cheerleaders
from the Johnson camp.

However, there are sev-
eral others who have ex-
pressed their shock and
dismay at the possibility,
given that Johnson still
faces a parliamentary in-
quiry over whether he
misled the House of
Commons on the parties
held at Downing Street
under his watch.

Polling suggests the for-
mer prime minister, who
won a thumping majority
in the 2019 general elec-
tion, remains popular
with the wider Tory mem-
bership. Johnson’s return
would mark a dramatic
comeback, having been
dragged out of office by
his Cabinet and MPs only
45 days ago. Mordaunt and
her supporters are also
said to be tallying up the
numbers in her favour.

Rishi Sunak holds firm as bookies’
favourite to replace Liz Truss as UK PM Chronicle
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Kharge’s new job
It does look like Kharge

will be at the helm of the
party, but the Gandhis
will not loosen their grip.
What else could explain
Kharge saying that he
would have no shame in
taking the advice and sup-
port of the Gandhi family
in running the party’s af-
fairs? It implies that he
may also be remote-con-
trolled from 10, Janpath,
like the former PM, Dr
Manmohan Singh.
Kharge’s new challenges
include exercising full
control over the party’s
internal bickerings and
saving the sinking politi-
cal ship by turning the ex-
tant adverse political tide
in the party’s favour dur-
ing the forthcoming state
Assembly polls and the
2024 General Election. It
may be easier said than
done.

Kumar Gupt, by mail

Medical education
Undoubtedly, the books

for medical classes and al-
lied reference books,
manuals and journals are
available in English.
Translating them into
mother tongue would be a
mammoth challenge and
exercise. Retaining the
medical terminology in
English would be the best
option. However, those
who wish to write their
papers in their mother
languages also need to be
given an opportunity to
do so in order to provide
them a level playing field.
If someone opts for his
mother tongue to write
papers, will it mean he is
less capable a doctor than
the one having cleared
the papers in English
medium? And does it
mean that the doctor
clearing his papers in
Hindi may not know
English?

Ravi Sharma, by mail

J&K violence
During his recent visit

to J&K, Home Minister
Amit Shah lambasted
local political parties and
held them responsible for
terrorism in the state. But
since the abrogation of
Article 370, there has
been continuous targeted
killing of Kashmiri
Pandits, police personnel,
political workers and mi-
grant labourers and the
government has virtually
failed in arresting the
trend of violence in the
Valley. The Union govern-
ment cannot afford to
snub local leaders as they
have considerable sway
among local residents.
There is now a trust
deficit in the Valley.
Kashmiri Pandits have
been on protest for the
past couple of months.
Cracking down on terror-
ism and rebuilding trust
are the pre-requisites for
peace in J&K. The gov-
ernment needs to change
its Kashmir policy and
talk to mainstream politi-
cal parties. It also needs to
conduct free and fair elec-
tions.
SK khosla, Chandigarh
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Widows of Vrindavan celebrate Diwali festival at Keshi Ghat, Vrindavan, Friday, Oct. 21.

VRINDAVAN WIDOWS CELEBRATE DIWALI

I
t was not very long ago that many thought that India had totally
abandoned its traditional non-aligned foreign policy and was

squarely in the United States camp. The 2008 Indo-US nuclear deal which
gave Indian critical waivers, increased purchase of arms from the US in pref-
erence to Russian makes after the collapse of the Soviet Union; and bur-
geoning Indo-US trade (now worth US$ 157 billion); were thought to have
sealed a relationship "based on shared democratic values." The glamorous
September 2019 'Howdy Modi' event in Texas attended by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump, was also cited as
proof that India was in the US camp. But there is a marked departure from
that now. Perhaps due to the promising-looking Indian foreign interactions
on the global stage; the emergence of a belligerent Russia as manifested in
the brazen attack on Ukraine to stem the advance of NATO; and the deleteri-
ous effects on the Global South of US sanctions on Russia, India has been re-
assessing its world view including its relations with the US. Under Union
Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar, India is now a proponent of a multi-
polar world, knit together by individual national interests, in place of a world
based on large blocs led by one or the other of the great powers. As in the
'non-alignment era' (the 1950s-1980s), India is now seeking independence
designated as "strategic autonomy". It seeks to establish relations based on
its national interest on a case-by-case basis. It is buying arms from Russia as
well as the US. It maintains a political standoff vis-a-vis China but puts no
barriers on bilateral trade which has crossed US$ 125 billion. It is telling
Russia to find a diplomatic way out of the Ukraine crisis while abstaining
from US-sponsored resolutions against Russia at the UN. Indian diplomatic
officials at the UN reiterated New Delhi's position in favour of peace, diplo-
macy and dialogue. India's position, she explained, "has been clear and con-
sistent from the very beginning of this conflict. The global order is anchored
in the principles of the UN charter, international law, and respect for the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of all states. Escalation of rhetoric or ten-
sion is in no one's interest. It is important that pathways are found for a re-
turn to the negotiating table. But keeping in view the totality of the situation,
India decided to abstain from the resolution." This was disappointing to the
US, but should not have come as a surprise. Jaishankar has been sending
enough signals for a long time that India will not toe the US line like a camp
follower or a faithful. He had taken on the US liberal Establishment even on
the human rights situation in India. Brushing the violations under the carpet
he said that India has its own concerns about the human rights situation in
the US. He told a press conference in April 2022, look, people are entitled to
have views about us. But we are also equally entitled to have views about
their views and about the interests, and the lobbies and the vote banks
which drive that. So, whenever there is a discussion, I can tell you that we
will not be reticent about speaking out. More recently, an Indian company
was sanctioned by the US for trading in Iranian petroleum products with
China violating US sanctions against Iran. On September 29, the US
Treasury listed the sanctioned companies which included the Mumbai-
based Indian firm, Tibalaji Petrochem Private Limited. Earlier in September,
the US agreed to give Pakistan spare parts and services worth US$ 460 mil-
lion for its F-16 fighters (which will be used only against India). On
September 27, after a meeting between Secretary of State Blinken and
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Bilawal Bhutto, State Department spokesman
Ned Price made it clear that India cannot dictate to the US on US-Pakistan
ties. This comes as a surprise move. The United States reversed the deci-
sion taken by the previous Donald Trump government. In 2018, Donald
Trump stopped all defence and security assistance to Pakistan alleging that
Islamabad was not a partner in its fight against terrorism. Though India is
considered an important ally by the United States to contain China in this
region, this sudden change of heart has brought many questions to the
forefront. According to media reports, the upcoming upgrade will give a big
boost to the ageing PAF F-16's efficiency and also provide relief to PAF from
the component shortage. Overall, this would enhance the operational abili-
ty of the Pakistan Air Force to a great extent. On the other hand, the Indian
Air Force is struggling with its dwindling number of fighter squadrons and
the situation looks quite precarious amidst such developments in the neigh-
bourhood. The US may be having short and long-term plans. At the mo-
ment, Washington's aim is to convey to New Delhi that it can hit where it
hurts the most. Although India has been having a long-standing dispute
with China over the border, and a geopolitical rivalry has emerged, it is
Pakistan that remains the bee in the Indian bonnet.

The looming distance between
Delhi and Washington

T here was a time when
wildlife used to come out of

the forests in the early morning in
our rural areas, on the roads, and in
other places, but today we have to
go to the sanctuaries and forests to
see the wildlife. It is to be noted
that in the present Kalpa, in the
pursuit of making cities smart
cities and renewing public places,
are we destroying forests some-
where? In today's world, humans
are getting closer to human tech-
nology and are getting away from
nature and wildlife. World Wildlife
Fund ie WWF has released the
Living Planet Report 2022.
According to this report, there has
been a huge decline of 69 percent
in the monitored wildlife popula-
tion around the world between
1970 and 2018. 83 percent of the
population of freshwater living or-
ganisms is no longer alive. 70% of
the Earth's biodiversity and 50% of
freshwater are at risk.

Talking India, 12 percent of
mammalian wildlife in India is on
the verge of extinction. 40 percent
of bees have been extinct in the last
25 years. 17 species of freshwater
turtles have become extinct. The
area of 137 sq km of Sundarbans
has ended in comparison to 1985. A
major part of it is in India. This
claim. These figures are worrying.
Therefore, in your issue today, we
will talk about the crisis looming
over the existence of wildlife. We
will try to understand every aspect
of the Living Planet report, includ-
ing why is it happening if the popu-
lation of wildlife is decreasing. We
have always seen that special peo-
ple give the cause of environmental
degradation to modernity. But it is
far from reality. We cannot attrib-
ute modernity to environmental
degradation, but it is the lack of
human order that we are not able
to understand. The environment is
necessary for human existence and

with all the facts related to these
environments either wild life or
wild animals, everyone must walk
on the earth so that the balance in
the environment is maintained.
Today the time has come that we
should take both environment and
modernity along and we are also
capable of this. But due to the igno-
rance of the government, it is not
possible now, but it is also expected
to be possible in the future.

But as the condition of forests
and wildlife is visible today, it
seems that human beings have
done deforestation work to fulfill
their selfish interests and human
beings are forgetting forests and
wildlife conservation under the
guise of modernization. According
to an estimate, most of the wildlife
is being hunted for their meat and
forests are being cut to make their
doors and furniture, and house-
hold items, due to which forests
are being cut and wildlife is de-
creasing. . Due to the cutting of
forests, this situation is being cre-
ated that our wildlife does not
even have a proper habitat system
which can provide them suitable
protection for them, so our priority
should be suitable habitat system
for wildlife and forest and wildlife
protection because this is our pri-
ority. Health is essential for the
creation of an environment in life.
Industrialization and moderniza-
tion have destroyed forests.
Forests are the shelter of various
types of birds and animals and
when humans have occupied their
homes and made their homes,
they will come to our homes to ask
for their share. Human-wildlife
conflict is a major threat to the
conservation of wildlife in India.
Deforestation, loss of habitat, lack
of hunting (food), and illegal roads
passing through the forest are
some of the major causes of
human-wildlife conflict. Due to the
roads passing through the protect-
ed areas, it has become easy for
humans to reach even the inacces-
sible forests. Due to this, hunters
easily make wildlife their prey.

Hardly a day goes by nowadays
when the news of conflict between
humans and wildlife is not heard.
At some place, some violent animal
has come to the settlement and at-
tacked the people, then some-
where people surround such an an-

imal and kill it. The conflict be-
tween humans and wildlife has in-
creased a lot over the years. In such
a situation, along with their preven-
tion, there is a great need to look
into the reasons for the attacks on
wildlife and effective prevention
measures. This problem can be
curbed to some extent by making
people aware of wildlife and mak-
ing technical information available
to the people through mock drills
along with the forest department.
The incidents of forest fires in
mountainous areas also cause
wildlife to move to human settle-
ments and are killed. It is important
to stop the attack of wildlife and
forest fire under a special strategy.
As long as forests continue to be
cut, instead of avoiding human-
wildlife conflict, it will be possible
to take preventive measures. In
such a situation, the best option to
avoid conflict is environment-
friendly development, that is, there
is a need to make such policies so
that both humans and wildlife are
safe.

The parts of predatory creatures
of this wildlife get their exorbitant
price in the international market.
The cost of killing an elephant in
the international market ranges
from twenty-five to sixty thousand,
a tiger from eight and a half thou-
sand to fifty thousand, and a leop-
ard from fifteen to thirty-five thou-
sand dollars. It is unfortunate that
hunting for a hobby i.e. trophy
hunting has been recognized by
many countries of the world includ-
ing America. American hunters are
at the forefront of trophy hunting.
In the past decade, 11,000 tigers
have been hunted around the
world, of which fifty percent have
been killed by American poachers.
Unfortunately, the International
Union for Conservation is arguing
that trophy hunting, if legal, would
help in the conservation of wildlife
and control the animal population.
Along with this, the local people
will also get financial benefits. But
this argument is not correct. The
biggest truth is that this will reduce
the number of wildlife and the exis-
tence of already extinct animals
will disappear.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee

jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

E ating at night may be as-
sociated with depres-

sion- and anxiety-like moods
compared to having daytime
meals, according to a study.
The study, published in the
journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences, examined the effects
of eating during the day and
at night as opposed to solely
during the day. The re-
searchers found that among
individuals in the daytime
and nighttime eating groups,
anxiety- and depression-like
mood levels rose by 16 per
cent and 26 per cent, respec-
tively. This increase was not
seen in the group of partici-
pants who only ate during the
day, indicating that meal tim-
ing may affect mood vulnera-
bility, they said.

"Our findings provide evi-

dence for the timing of food
intake as a novel strategy to
potentially minimise mood
vulnerability in individuals
experiencing circadian mis-
alignment, such as people en-
gaged in shift work, experi-
encing jet lag, or suffering
from circadian rhythm disor-
ders," said study co-corre-
sponding author Frank A. J.
L. Scheer from Brigham and
Women's Hospital, US.
"Future studies in shift work-
ers and clinical populations
are required to firmly estab-
lish if changes in meal timing
can prevent their increased
mood vulnerability. Until
then, our study brings a new
'player' to the table: the timing
of food intake matters for our
mood," Scheer said. The find-
ings open the door for a novel
sleep behavioral strategy that

might also benefit individuals
experiencing mental health
disorders.

The study adds to a growing
body of evidence finding that
strategies that optimise sleep
and circadian rhythms may
help promote mental health.
The researchers enrolled 19
participants -- 12 men and 7
women -- for a randomised
controlled study. Participants
were kept in dim light for four
28-hour "days," such that by

the fourth "day" their behav-
ioral cycles were inverted by
12 hours, simulating night
work and causing circadian
misalignment. Participants
were randomly assigned to
one of two meal timing
groups: the daytime and
nighttime meal control group,
which had meals according to
a 28-hour cycle, and the day-
time-only meal intervention
group, which had meals on a
24-hour cycle.

The researchers assessed
depression- and anxiety-like
mood levels every hour. They
found that meal timing signif-
icantly affected the partici-
pants' mood levels. During the
simulated night shift (day 4),
those in the daytime and
nighttime meal control group
had increased depression-like
mood levels and anxiety-like

mood levels, compared to day
1. In contrast, there were no
changes in mood in the day-
time meal intervention group
during the simulated night
shift. Participants with a
greater degree of circadian
misalignment experienced
more depression- and anxiety-
like moods. "Meal timing is
emerging as an important as-
pect of nutrition that may in-
fluence physical health," said
Sarah L. Chellappa, who is
now at the University of
Cologne in Germany. "But the
causal role of the timing of
food intake on mental health
remains to be tested. Future
studies are required to estab-
lish if changes in meal timing
can help individuals experi-
encing depressive and anxi-
ety/anxiety-related disor-
ders," Chellappa added.

Night time eating linked to depression, anxiety: Study

The parts of predatory creatures of this wildlife get
their exorbitant price in the international market. The
cost of killing an elephant in the international market
ranges from twenty-five to sixty thousand, a tiger from
eight and a half thousand to fifty thousand, and a leop-
ard from fifteen to thirty-five thousand dollars. It is un-
fortunate that hunting for a hobby i.e. trophy hunting
has been recognized by many countries of the world in-
cluding America. American hunters are at the forefront
of trophy hunting. In the past decade, 11,000 tigers have
been hunted around the world, of which fifty percent
have been killed by American poachers. Unfortunately,
the International Union for Conservation is arguing that
trophy hunting, if legal, would help in the conservation
of wildlife and control the animal population. Along
with this, the local people will also get financial benefits.
But this argument is not correct. The biggest truth is
that this will reduce the number of wildlife and the exis-
tence of already extinct animals will disappear.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vijaykumar H K

E very woman in the world wants to look beautiful, and every man
wants to be attractive. This universal desire shared by men and

women has been a boon for cosmetic companies around the world for
many years. Numerous cosmetic products could include dangerous met-
als like Zirconium, Mercury, Chromium, Nickel, etc., in large quantities.
Even while the majority of developed nations regulate the percentage of
these dangerous metals in products, particularly cosmetics, they are un-
able to totally prevent them. Coming to developing nations like ours is still
in the early stages of regulating the dangerous metals included in cosmet-
ics. Regulating and outlawing hazardous compounds in the cosmetics sec-
tor will need a lot of work. Examples are too many to name a few;
Chemical complexes containing zirconium have been utilised as a cosmet-
ic additive, such as in aerosol antiperspirants. According to scientific in-
vestigations, certain zirconium compounds have been shown to create
granulomas on human skin as well as hazardous effects on the lungs and
other organs. Some zirconium will enter the user's deep lungs when in-
haled as an aerosol. Like the skin, the lung is an organ that can develop
granulomas. Contrary to the skin, the lung does not exhibit granulomatous
alterations until they have progressed and, in some cases, become perma-
nent. According to the scientists, zirconium is a harmful chemical that
could endanger users of any cosmetic aerosol product that contains it.A
variety of chemicals are used in cosmetics as ingredients and some are
used as preservatives. These chemicals have different health effects.
Another example,  the skin is both corrosive and allergic to hexavalent
chromium. The International Agency for Research on Cancer has included
its constituents on its list of known carcinogens .Hexavalent chromium
side effects on the skin can cause rashes, skin allergies, and ulcerations.
Hexavalent chromium compounds can cause asthmatic bronchitis, phar-
ynx and larynx irritation, bronchospasms, edema, and ulceration of the
mucous membranes of the nasal septum when inhaled according to
Medical sciences. Shortness of breath, nasal itching, coughing, and
wheezing are all possible respiratory symptoms. Furthermore Cosmetics
like lotions for skin whitening contain Mercury, it is well known
Neurotoxin. Mercury has been referred to by a variety of names, including
"mercurous chloride," calomel, mercuric, and mercury. Inflammation of
the liver, kidneys, and urinary tract can result from using goods containing
mercury over an extended period of time.The problem of mercury con-
tamination in skin creams has spread to the entire world. When applied
topically, mercury compounds are easily absorbed via the skin and have a
propensity to build up in the body. They might result in skin rashes, aller-
gic responses, or neurotoxic symptoms according to research. Numerous
news stories in recent years have discussed mercury toxicity brought on
by cosmetics. There is evidence that suggests foetuses that were exposed
to their mothers' environment during pregnancy had developmental prob-
lems.A variety of symptoms, such as motor impairments, sensory issues,
and mental retardation, were present in these kids.The European Union
forbids the sale of creams and soaps containing mercury.The California
government is investigating several cases of mercury  poisoning due to an
unlabeled face cream from Mexico used for lightening the skin, fading
freckles and age spots, and treating acne. When heavy metal like nickel
comes into touch with skin, an allergic reaction may occur. Studies on ani-
mals demonstrate that it has negative effects on the kidneys, stomach,
and liver when taken in large quantities.In order to protect innocent peo-
ple from dangerous cosmetics goods, our government must thoroughly in-
vestigate this kind of issues and ban harmful metals in cosmetics, since
we are the largest users of cosmetics in the world.Most importantly one
has to prioritise health and be cautious before using harmful cosmetics on
daily basis for enhancing beauty.

Prioritise health over beauty

Threat to the existence of wildlife
PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Recruitment drive

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch
‘Rozgar Mela’, a drive
to recruit 10 lakh peo-
ple, on October 22 via
video- conference and
appointment letters
will be given to 75,000
candidates during the
ceremony, the PMO
said on Thursday. The
PMO said this will be
a significant step for-
ward towards fulfill-
ing the continuous
commitment of the
prime minister to pro-
viding job opportuni-
ties for the youth and
ensuring welfare of
citizens. According to
Modi’s directions, all
ministries and depart-
ments are working to-
wards filling up exist-
ing vacancies against
sanctioned posts in a
“mission mode”, the
statement from the
Prime Minister’s
Office said. The new
recruits, selected from
across the country,
will join 38 ministries
or departments of the
Government of India.

Defence production 
Gandhinagar:
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Thursday said the cen-
tral government is
making efforts to
achieve a turnover of
USD 22 billion by 2025
in defence production.
Speaking at the ‘Invest
in Defence’ event as
part of the ongoing
Defence Expo 2022 in
Gujarat capital
Gandhinagar, Singh
also appealed to in-
vestors to approach
him or defence min-
istry officials without
any hesitation to re-
solve issues. He ap-
pealed to private play-
ers to come forward
and invest in the
Indian defence indus-
try, saying it is at an im-
portant juncture. Not
just large corporates,
even start-ups and
MSMEs (micro small
and medium enterpris-
es) are now associated
with the defence sector.

Trade pact

New Delhi:
Negotiations for the
proposed trade pact
between India and the
UK are moving in the
right direction, and
both sides are expect-
ed to reach an agree-
ment soon, a top gov-
ernment official said.
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said
negotiators have fi-
nalised many things
and many aspects are
yet to be finalised. “So,
we are moving in the
right direction...
Negotiations are on.
We are on track,” he
told reporters at the
sidelines of the CII
National Exports
Summit. India and the
UK are negotiating the
pact to boost trade and
investments between
the countries. Both
had aimed at conclud-
ing the talks by Diwali
(October 24), but the
negotiators are miss-
ing the deadline.

DHANTERAS SHOPPING

A woman shopping for gold jewellery is reflected in a mirror at a store, ahead of Dhanteras festival in Patiala,
Friday, Oct. 21.

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

The Centre  said unsea-
sonal rains could have
“minor” impact on the
kharif onion output, but
ruled out possibility of
price rise in coming weeks
as it has enough buffer
stock to make up for short-
fall.

Speaking to PTI,
Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said not only onion,
prices of pulses are ex-
pected to remain stable till
December. “Prices of
onion and pulses will not
rise till December because
we have enough buffer
stock available with us,”
he said.

Asked about the impact
of unseasonal rains on the
production and prices of
onion and pulses grown in
the kharif season of this
year, the Secretary said:
“...There might have been
minor impact on the

kharif onion production.
But we will adequately
compensate with the
buffer stock.” He said only
45 per cent of onion pro-
duction comes from kharif
(summer) season and the
rest 65 per cent in the rabi
(winter) season of this
year. Otherwise, onion
prices have been fairly sta-
ble this year because of
record production in the
rabi season of the 2021-22
crop year as well as 2.5
lakh tonnes of buffer
stock. “We have procured
adequate quantity of
stocks through Nafed.
They are lying with us and

we are infusing them in
the market as per the re-
quirement,” he said.
Onion from the buffer
stock is being offloaded de-
pending on the prices in
the local geographies.
“Wherever the prices are
above the national aver-
age, we tend to supply out
there.

We are hoping that till
December there is nothing
to worry on onion end,” he
added. Around 54,000
tonnes of onion has been
released across 14 states
and Union Territories
from the national buffer
stock so far.

Govt sees no impact on onion
prices due to unseasonal rains

To use buffer stock to boost supplies

New Delhi, Oct 21:  

India’s talks with the
UK on the proposed free
trade agreement is well on
track, but New Delhi will
have to “wait and watch”
the ongoing political devel-
opments in Britain, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday. Embattled
British Prime Minister Liz
Truss has resigned as the
Conservative Party leader
saying she can no longer
deliver the mandate she
was elected on last month,
ending her humiliating
tenure at 10 Downing
Street on her 45th day in
the job following an open
revolt against her chaotic
leadership. The 47-year-old
outgoing prime minister
will stay in charge until

her successor is elected by
the governing Tory party,
with a speeded-up leader-
ship election to be com-
pleted by next week. “We
will have to wait and
see...what happens,
whether they have a quick
change of the leadership,
whether it goes to the
whole process...So let us

see who comes into the
government and what
their views are. It’s only
after that we will be able to
formulate a strategy vis a
vis the UK,” Goyal said
here at CII’s national ex-
ports summit. However, he
added that politicians and
businesses across the
board in the UK recog-
nised that it is “very” im-
portant for them also to do
an FTA (free trade agree-
ment) with India. “So my
own sense is that whoever
comes into the govern-
ment will be wanting to
engage with us,” he added.

The minister said that
the trade pact should be
fair, equitable and bal-
anced. It has to be a win-
win for both sides and
there is no deal, unless
both are satisfied, he said.

We will have to wait and watch
political developments in UK: Goyal

MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  2211::  HDFC Bank
has been adjudged Market
Leader in SME Banking as well
as Diversity & Inclusion in
India, by the prestigious
Euromoney magazine, in its
inaugural “Market Leaders”
rankings. Euromoney Market
Leaders is a new accreditation
introduced this year, to inde-
pendently assess leading
financial service providers, in
124 countries globally. The
assessment for ‘Market
Leaders’ recognition comprises
a financial institution’s
achievements and capabilities
over a longer – term, beyond a
12-month period, unlike
awards. As part of the assess-
ment, Euromoney ranks finan-
cial institutions across eight
categories: Investment
Banking; Corporate Banking;
SME Banking; Islamic Finance;
Environmental and Social

Governance (ESG); Digital
Solutions; Corporate and
Social Responsibility (CSR);
and Diversity & Inclusion.In
each category, companies are
ranked as per three ranking
tiers: Market Leader (Tier-1),
Highly Regarded (Tier-2), and
Notable (Tier-3). HDFC Bank
has been adjudged Market
Leader in two categories
among financial institutions in
India:  SME Banking (Market
Leader) and  Diversity &
Inclusion (Market Leader) “We
are delighted to be ranked
Market Leader in Diversity &
Inclusion among financial insti-
tutions in the country,” says Mr
Vinay Razdan, Chief Human
Resource Officer, HDFC Bank.
“We have been making focused
efforts to increase the propor-
tion of women in middle man-
agement at the bank and have
achieved some success. 

HDFC Bank adjudged 
market leader in SME Banking

and Diversity & Inclusion 

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

With taxpayers facing
slow functioning of the
GSTN portal, CBIC on
Thursday said it is exam-
ining the proposal of ex-
tending the deadline for
filing GST returns for
September. GSTR-3B is
filed in a staggered man-
ner between the 20th,
22nd, and 24th of each
month by taxpayers in dif-
ferent states. Thursday
being the last day for filing
returns for some category
of taxpayers, many report-
ed slowness in the portal
while filing their monthly
GSTR 3B returns. In a
tweet, the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said it has
received “an Incident

Report” from GSTN re-
garding slowness in the
system along with a pro-
posal for extending the
due date. “We continue to
monitor the matter closely
and the proposal for exten-
sion is being examined in
consultation with the GST
Council so that there is no
burden of late fees or in-
terest on the taxpayer,” the
CBIC said. The GST
Network (GSTN) provides
the technology backend
for the Goods and Services
Tax (GST). Infosys is the
service provider for GSTN.
The GSTN too acknowl-
edged the issue and said it
is working to resolve it.
“Taxpayers have reported
slowness in portal while
filing GSTR 3B return
today.

Slow GST portal: 
CBIC mulls extending Sept

returns filing due date

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

Leading stock ex-
changes BSE and NSE will
conduct a one-hour special
muhurat trading session
on Monday, marking the
beginning of a new
Samvat 2079 — the Hindu
calendar year that starts
on Diwali. The symbolic
trading session would be
held between 1815 hrs and
1915 hours, the stock ex-
changes said in separate
circulars. It is believed that
trading during the ‘muhu-
rat’ or auspicious hour
brings prosperity and fi-
nancial growth for the
stakeholders. “Diwali is
considered to be the ideal
time to start anything new.
The market sentiment is
quite positive, with a ma-
jority of buying orders
across segments. Investors
are said to benefit from
trading during this session
all through the year,”

Puneet Maheshwari,
Director at Upstox, said.
Since the trading window
is only open for an hour,
markets are known to be
volatile. Therefore, new
traders should be watch-
ful. The focus might not be
on profitability as much as
it might be on the gesture,
he added. Trading would

take place across various
segments like equity, com-
modity derivatives, cur-
rency derivatives, equity
futures & options, and se-
curities lending & borrow-
ing (SLB) in the same time
slot. “India is a land of
unique traditions. Even in
the stock market, we have
a tradition that is unique

to us Muhurat Trading,”
Narayan Gangadhar, Chief
Executive Officer at Angel
One Ltd, said. Kanika
Agarrwal, Co-founder,
Upside AI, said although 11
of the last 15 mahurat ses-
sions have closed in the
green so mahurat can be a
good day for traders.
Perhaps there is a case for
“hope arbitrage” where
you can go long early in the
session and close out posi-
tions at the end of the
trade. Overall, Indian equi-
ties have outperformed
global markets significant-
ly in Samvat 2078 and the
outperformance is expect-
ed to continue in Samvat
2079, driven by strong re-
covery in the Indian econo-
my and domestic liquidity,
offsetting FPI (Foreign
Portfolio Investors) out-
flows, Manish Jeloka, Co-
head of Products &
Solutions, Sanctum
Wealth, said.

BSE, NSE to conduct one-hour ‘muhurat trading’ on Diwali

Mumbai, Oct 21: 

In line with its endeav-
our to encourage people to
embrace holistic well-
being and to prioritize
health and hygiene in, out
and around, Amway India,
one of the leading FMCG
Direct Selling companies,
introduced ‘Healthy Wali
Diwali’, to spread festive
cheer by organising ses-
sions across healthy living
and cooking, beauty, and
home hygiene for its direct
sellers and their customers
across regions. In addition,
special expert speaker pro-
grams were also organized
to commemorate National
Ayurveda Day. The rise of
passion-based communi-
ties has been a striking
trend witnessed recently
as people come together to

celebrate special moments
and occasions. As people
gear up for the festivities,
Amway is focusing on the
importance of health, hap-
piness, and home hygiene
while fostering the spirit of
togetherness to make the
festivities memorable. In
the West region, the com-
panyintroduced organized
a series of interventions
on healthy cooking,
Ayurveda, skincare, and
home hygiene aimed at
creating awareness about
the importance of health –
in, out and around under
its ‘Healthy Wali Diwali’
campaign. Commenting
on the initiatives, Chandra
Bhushan Chakraborty, Sr.
Vice President, East &
West, Amway India said,
“With heightened enthusi-
asm and celebrations big-

ger and brighter each year,
we, at Amway India, con-
tinue to witness the priori-
tization of health and ho-
listic well-being amongst
consumers. In line with
this trend and reinforcing
our commitment to help-
ing people live better,
healthier lives, we have
been bringing passion-
based communities togeth-
er to share and exchange
knowledge on healthy liv-
ing, beauty, and home hy-
giene. The sessions under
our ‘Healthy Wali Diwali’
campaign were focussed
on health – in, out and
around where expert
speakers shared easy and
healthy recipes, signifi-
cance of Ayurveda, beauty,
skincare and home hy-
giene tips with our direct
selling partners.

Amway India celebrates
‘Healthy Wali Diwali’

New Delhi, Oct 21: 

IndiGo on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of
eight new flights on the
B h o p a l - U d a i p u r ,
A h m e d a b a d - J a m m u ,
Ranchi Bhubaneshwar,
and Indore-Chandigarh
routes. “Out of these new
connections, Bhopal-
Udaipur flight will be an
RCS route and will in-
crease accessibility be-
tween the states,” it said in

a release. IndiGo’s Chief
Strategy and Revenue
Officer Sanjay Kumar said
the airline is pleased to en-
hance connectivity and ac-
cessibility by introducing
exclusive flights on new
domestic routes between
seven states. The airline
has a fleet of more than
275 aircraft and operates
more than 1,600 daily
flights. It connects 74 do-
mestic and 26 internation-
al destinations.

IndiGo to start 8 new
flights in domestic routes

Mumbai, Oct 21: 

India has suffered two
great power crises recent-
ly. This summer, various
states throughout the
country - Delhi, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh, UP,
Uttarakhand, Kerala,
Bihar, Rajasthan, Punjab,
Jharkhand - were severely
affected, suffering outages
even as temperatures
soared.

Among all these states,
Rajasthan was affected the
most, given its burning
high temperatures during
summer. The situation
worsened so much that
Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot termed the state
electricity crisis as a
National one. Underlining
the problem, Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Ltd CMD R.K.

Sharma said, “If
Rajasthan is unable to pro-
cure coal from its own coal
blocks in Chhatisgarh, the
state will have to face
unimaginable power cri-
sis.” While we keep quot-
ing references to assess
the impact on masses, we
cannot ignore the fact the
worst hit are the poor.
Power shortage has direct
implications on the indus-
try, investment and the
employment generation
for a country, where the
possibilities of shutdowns
and layoffs become high.
India, as we all know, is the
second biggest consumer
of coal in the world. To
meet with the demands of
uninterrupted power sup-
ply during the festive sea-
son, India has to import
two crore tonnes of coal
supply.

Increasing power generation
reserves, India is set to shine bright

New Delhi, Oct 21:  

State-owned insurance
behemoth LIC is expected
to recover its Rs 21,624
crore investment it had
made in IDBI Bank as
share prices are likely to
rebound to 2019 levels by
the time the lender is pri-
vatised, an official said.
The official said that
since the commencement
of the IDBI Bank privati-
sation process in May last
year, the share price has
jumped from Rs 35 a
share to Rs 45 a piece cur-
rently. “We are expecting
IDBI Bank scrip to move
up further. The price is
expected to move up clos-
er to the price at which
LIC had picked up stake
in 2019,” the official told
PTI. The government and
Life Insurance Corp (LIC)

together hold 94.72 per
cent in IDBI Bank. Of
this, LIC’s holding is 49.24
per cent, while the gov-
ernment holds the rest
45.48 per cent stake.
Public shareholders hold
5.28 per cent.

LIC had bought a 51 per
cent stake in IDBI Bank
in 2019 for Rs 21,624 crore
at an average price of Rs
61 per share. Following a
QIP issue in December
2020, the stake of LIC
came down to 49 per cent.
Besides, the government
and LIC together infused
Rs 9,300 crore in IDBI
Bank to bring it out of
RBI’s Prompt Corrective
Action (PCA) framework.
“IDBI Bank privatisation
will be a win-win for both
the government and LIC,”
the official added. Shares
of IDBI Bank closed at Rs

44.95, up 2.16 per cent over
previous close on the
BSE.

At the current market
price, sale of 61 per cent
stake would fetch about
Rs 29,000 crore to the ex-
chequer. The announce-
ment of IDBI Bank pri-
vatisation was first made
in the Union Budget of
2021-22, following which
the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs gave
in-principle approval for
strategic disinvestment
and transfer of manage-
ment control in May 2021.
On October 7, 2022, the
government invited EoIs
from investors for buying
60.72 per cent stake, along
with management con-
trol, in IDBI Bank and set
December 16 deadline for
submitting preliminary
bids.

IDBI Bank privatisation: LIC to 
recover its investment by time of sale

ACROSS

1. Rocker ____ Clapton

5. Range

10. ____ code

14. Nevada city

15. Australian "bear"

16. Mumbai dress

17. ____ in a while

18. Intrigued

20. Night twinklers

22. Pursue

23. Solid water

24. Scorch

26. Plant anchors

28. Savior

32. Misdeed

33. Historic time

34. Detroit product

35. Seesaw

39. Broadcasts

41. Shelflike rock

43. Shoe bottom

44. Retitle

46. Roof edge

48. Bullring cheer

49. Kindled

50. Rug type

52. Mr. Claus

55. Food shop

56. Nest egg (abbr.)

57. Syrup tree

61. Capital of Oregon

65. What a star gets (2 wds.)

68. Underground chamber

69. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

70. "The Matrix", e.g.

71. List entry

72. Avian dwelling

73. Shoplift

74. Notorious emperor

DOWN

1. Greek god

2. Budget item

3. Andean mountain native

4. Compel

5. Snow runner

6. Sidewalk material

7. Pledge

8. Earnest request

9. Corn units

10. Donkey

11. Proportion

12. Upright

13. Assistants

19. Mysterious

21. Citi Field predecessor

25. Magic charm
27. Small bills
28. Aft
29. Huron's neighbor
30. Mend socks
31. Cowboys' contest
32. Musician ____ Wonder
36. Horn sound
37. She, in Seville
38. Rod's companion
40. Popcorn seasoning
42. White flower
45. Florida metropolis
47. Congers
51. Certain vitamin
52. Certain protest (hyph.)
53. Ascended
54. Neck parts
58. Gifts to charity
59. Conspire
60. Not taped
62. Behind schedule
63. For all time
64. Office message
66. Gamble
67. Set
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Pressures on the job may be mounting.
You might feel so disgruntled that you
want to chuck it all and run away.
Foreign countries and distant states
may suddenly seem far more appealing
than usual. Maybe it's a good idea to
plan a future vacation, Aquarius. The
stresses you've been experiencing could
adversely affect your health. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Demands made by friends, children, or the
special person in your life might have you
feeling like you're moving in a dozen differ-
ent directions at once. You may feel unfo-
cused and scattered. You usually enjoy
serving others, Pisces, but today you need
to concentrate a little more on yourself.
Show others how to help themselves and
then go and do something you want to do. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A number of deliveries, service people,
emails, or phone calls might keep you
jumping today, Aries, right when you're in
the mood for a quiet day. It may take all
your effort to keep your cool. Try to get a
family member to intercede for you with
some of these people or you might lose
your temper. In the evening, watch a
movie and relax.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A close friend might pass along some
seemingly harmless but nonetheless
untrue gossip, Taurus. Don't accept
anything you hear today until you
check the facts for yourself. Any infor-
mation you receive is likely to be exag-
gerated if not totally false. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You don't normally tend toward fru-
gality, Gemini, but today you could go
overboard with your spending.
Frustration from all sides makes you
want to release it all at once by
acquiring new possessions. This is
fine up to a point. Treat yourself but
take care that you curb the impulse
buying. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Some failures that you may have expe-
rienced over the past few days could
have you beating yourself up today,
Cancer. Perhaps you feel that you were
too hasty or too sloppy and could have
done things better. Don't obsess over
it. Figure out what went wrong, learn
from it, and let it go. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might be able to tune in to the
thoughts and feelings of others, Leo, but
you aren't likely to know exactly how to
handle the situation. Should you say some-
thing or just tailor your own behavior to suit
the moods of others? Reflect on the situa-
tion before doing either. This is a great day
to meditate or read books or attend online
lectures on spiritual matters.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Group activities are probably very much on
your agenda today, Virgo. You could attend
an online meeting or lecture and later par-
ticipate in a group chat with a bunch of
friends. Don't be tempted to eat or drink too
much. You'll likely regret it tomorrow. An
unexpected sum of extra money could come
your way. Don't spend it all in one place.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Too much pressure on the job could have
you feeling like chucking it all and going
somewhere by yourself. You might be
tempted to go on a spending spree or
overindulge in food or drink. This may spill
over into your personal relationships,
causing disagreements with friends or
family. It might be a good idea to be alone
for a few hours, Libra. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Inner conflict regarding spiritual mat-
ters might have you questioning your
and others' beliefs. You might doubt
just about everything, Scorpio, and you
could be tempted into angry debates
over different concepts. Books or TV
documentaries on whatever is bother-
ing you might spark your curiosity and
calm you down a little. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although your financial situation appears
to be on the upswing, you still might be
feeling pessimistic and indifferent about
money and life in general. You might
want to soothe your discontent by over-
spending, overindulging in food or drink,
or both. Don't let this feeling get the bet-
ter of you, Sagittarius. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A minor and rather silly quarrel with a
friend or romantic partner could have you
down in the dumps. This is an overreac-
tion, Capricorn. You might need to get
away for a while before you can make
sense of it all. Too many demands from
others could have you feeling used, and
you might be tempted to tell them off. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ctor Shruti Haasan
will be headlining
the international

feature film "The Eye", to
be directed by Daphne
Schmon.

The psychological
thriller, which hails from
Fingerprint Content, will
feature actor Mark
Rowley of "The Last
Kingdom" fame opposite
Haasan, reported enter-
tainment news website
Deadline.

Haasan also shared the
news in a post on
Instagram.

"Super stoked to be a
part of 'the eye' with the
loveliest team !!!
Storytelling is my fave
thing in this whole world

and to be a part of this one
is pure...

"@daphneschmon and
@emilycarltoncarlton
@ m e l a n i e _ d i c k s 2
Thankyou for making me
a part of this !! You ladies
are so much fun with the
super talented and caf-
feinated @markrowley90
and the kindest and magi-
cal @elpidou SIMPLY
PUT This whole team is so
wonderful and can't wait
for you'll to see this," the
36-year-old actor wrote.

Haasan earlier featured
in American series
"Treadstone", which was
set in the same universe
as Matt Damon's "Bourne"
film series.

"The Eye has a screen-

play by Emily Carlton.
The story centres on a
young widow who travels
back to the island where
her husband died, to
spread his ashes.

Upon learning the true
nature of what may have
claimed his life, she is
tempted by a dark choice
that could bring him back.

The cast also includes
Anna Savva, Linda
Marlowe and Christos
Stergioglou. The movie
will start shooting in
Athens and Corfu later
this month.

Haasan will next be
seen in filmmaker
Prashanth Neel's upcom-
ing directorial "Salaar",
co-starring Prabhas.

Shruti Haasan to
star in international

movie ‘The Eye’

B
ollywood actor
Sidharth Malhotra
talked about being

part of the movie 'Thank
God' starring Ajay Devgn
and Rakul Preet Singh.
He said that the story
highlights the concept of
'karma' and the belief
that "as you sow, so you
shall reap."

He said: "I think like
how in our country we
believe in Karma and as
the saying goes 'Jaisi
karni waisi bharni' (as
you sow, so you shall
reap), this concept has
been beautifully narrat-
ed in the film by the writ-
ers and Indra (Kumar)
Sir."

Ajay Devgn added to

the conversation saying
that Kapil doesn't believe
in this theory.

Sidharth further ex-
plained the entire idea
behind the film and said:
"The film is based on a
flawed person who as-
pires to rise from the
lower middle class to the
upper middle class and
beyond and what meas-
ures he takes to get
there." "In between all
this he meets with an ac-
cident and goes up and
meets Chitragupta who
decides if he will go to
heaven or hell after play-
ing a game. I adored the
character and the whole
idea that Indra Sir pre-
sented, and he did so in a

humorous manner. This
is an apt fam-com film for
Diwali," he explained.

Bollywood stars Ajay
Devgn, Sidharth
Malhotra, Rakul Preet
Singh and director Indra
Kumar are coming on the
sets of 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' to pro-
mote their film 'Thank
God'.

'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Sidharth Malhotra explains what makes
‘Thank God’ close to Indian beliefs

This Diwali, get ready to
embrace the double dhama-

ka of entertainment with
theTelevision Premiere of the
blockbuster movie
‘JugjuggJeeyo’ on COLORS
Cineplex and COLORS.
Established as a one-stop desti-
nation for a variety of movies,
Viacom18’s premium movie
channel, COLORS Cineplex
showcases blockbusters from its
vast repertoire of movies span-
ning various titles with a mix of
Hindi originals and dubbed from
other languages. Consolidating
its library of superhit films with
a robust addition, COLORS
Cineplex is all set to present
mahapremiere of  ‘JugjuggJeeyo’
on 22nd October 2022 at
8pm.The film will also be aired
on COLORS on Monday, 24th
October at 12:00pm.Set against
the picturesquebackdrop of
Punjab, JugJuggJeeyo delves
into issues of love and family
values. Starring Varun Dhawan,
Anil Kapoor, Kiara Advani,
Neetu Kapoor, Maniesh Paul
and PrajaktaKoli, thisdramedy
has been widely appreciated for

packing entertainment.
Nina Elavia Jaipuria, Head –
Hindi Mass Entertainment and
Kids TV Network, Viacom 18,
said, “An out-and-out family
entertainer, JugjuggJeeyo is one
of the most successful movies
of the year and it brings us
immense pleasure to have its
Television Premiere on COLORS
Cineplex and COLORS. It’s our
special Diwali offering of power-
packed dose of entertainment
for the viewers. We're thrilled to
showcase a movie that rides on
high-octane drama and comedy
while capturing the cultural
pulse of India." Rohan Lavsi,
Business Head - Hindi Movies
Cluster, Viacom18 says, “After
fortifying our presence in the
movie space by showcasing
acclaimed blockbusters, we are
thrilled to present
‘JugjuggJeeyo’, a perfect family
entertainer this Diwali. While
the movie has broken numerous
records and emerged as a mas-
sive blockbuster, we are confi-
dent of taking its success on tel-
evision notches higher with its
premiere."

Gear up for a Diwali
bonanza on COLORS

Cineplex and COLORS
With the Television Prermier of the family

entertainer ‘JugjuggJeeyo’

I
n a candid conversa-
tion, the 38-year-old ac-
tress Soma Rathod

(Amma Ji, Bhabiji Ghar
Par hai) reveals her
Diwali plans and talks
about her acting journey,
overcoming life's chal-
lenges, personally and
professionally.

Excerpts of inter-
view:

What are your plans
for Diwali this year?

Diwali is about cele-
brating with family and
loved ones. It usually
starts with cleaning, and
everyone at home is dele-
gated to clean a room or
space. We then decorate
and buy various lights,
lamps, and decorations.
We also chart out a list of
Diwali gifts we need to
buy. We keep the celebra-
tions simple, with home-
cooked meals and a lot of
sweets we exchange with
our neighbours. In the
evening, we dress in tradi-
tional festive attires and
do the Laxmi puja, fol-
lowed by lighting diyas
around the home and
making rangoli. The en-
tire process is fun and re-

warding. This year, we
also intend to host a get-
together at home on
Diwali night. We are quite
excited about it as we are
hosting a party after a
long time. There are a lot
of preparations under-
way.

Please share your
Diwali childhood memo-
ries.

As kids, we always
looked forward to festivi-
ties, which meant new
clothes, gifts, meeting

friends and family, and
lighting our homes with
diyas and lights. I am
against bursting crackers
as they contribute to noise
pollution and harm the
environment. My child-
hood memories have al-
ways been about getting
together with friends in
the neighbourhood,
bingeing on traditional
sweets and savouries, vis-
iting relatives and seeing
the deep mala across the
streets and homes. We

used to have house parties
with a lot of good food,
games, music and dance
that used to go on till the
wee hours. I particularly
used to love shopping at
those Diwali melas! Those
used to be so much fun –
games, good food, music,
shopping and much more!
I miss those big time! 

What are your
Favourite Diwali
sweets?

I love eating and enjoy-
ing a good meal. Besides, I
do have a sweet tooth.
Diwali is all about tradi-
tional sweets; I cook most
of them at home. A few we
do buy from the Sweet
Shop. But I do enjoy home-
cooked laddoos and Kaju
Kalti from outside. I love
bingeing on a lot of
sweets. I can finish the en-
tire box in one go!
(laughs). Diwali is about
delightful laddoos, incan-
descent diyas, fun, games,
food, laughter, and full-on
masti!

Watch Soma Rathod as
Amma Ji in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday from 10:30 PM.

‘Diwali is about delightful laddoos’, and full-on masti!’ 

T
his Saturday i.e 22nd
October at 9:30 PM,
Sony Entertainment

Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show will cele-
brate Diwali with much ga-
lore along with Bollywood’s
renowned singers from
across the country -
Sukhwinder Singh, Salim –
Suleman, Akriti Kakar,
Mame Khan, Devi Sri
Prasad aka DSP along with
the viral sensation from Sri
Lanka, Yohani. Bringing
the best from across genres
these renowned singers
who have touched millions
of hearts with their soulful
voices will be seen reveal-
ing tidbits about their life
and experiences.

Costumes have re-
mained an integral part of
a person’s identity. And in
conversation with host
Kapil Sharma, Rajasthani
folk singer Mame Khan
would be seen recalling the
time he walked on the red
carpet during the Cannes
Film Festival and what
went behind getting the
look right; the answer will

surely leave everyone
around him surprised.
Mame Khan shares,
“People there wear various
forms of clothes and all, so
I was like what should I
wear? I thought I’m going
from India and represent-
ing the folk culture of
India so I wore a
Rajasthani ‘Safa’ and a coat
from Kanpur.

Mame Khan reveals why
he opted for a traditional
look at the Cannes Fest

A
merican socialite and
international jet-set-
ter Paris Hilton was

busy promoting her fra-
grance, Ruby Rush, here on
Thursday evening.

For the product launch at
the Phoenix Palladium mall
in the Lower Parel area of
Mumbai, Hilton chose the
perfect attire -- a red jump-
suit with a plunging neck-
line and sheer silver gloves,
thereby bringing out the
best of desi and chic moods.

She rounded off her look
with emerald jewellery, red
sunglasses, and open tresses.

Prior to the event, she
took to her Instagram to
share a video of her trying
different outfits. What's in-
teresting is that all the out-
fits in the video are Indian
attires, designed by Indian
designer, Shubhika of Papa
Don't Preach fashion label,
as Paris wanted to bring out
the essence of the Indian
culture. She sought help
from her followers to choose
the outfit for the Thursday
evening launch event.

She wrote in the caption:

"Love wearing and support-
ing local designers when I
travel. India In love with
these gorgeous looks from
Indian designer
@PapaDontPreachByShubh
ika styled by
@Marta.Del.Rio. Which one
should I wear to my
@ParisHiltonFragrances
Launch today?"

Paris Hilton goes desi
for her perfume launch

event in Mumbai
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Hobart, Oct 21 (PTI):

Ireland sprang the
biggest upset of the T20
World Cup, eliminating
two-time champions West
Indies with a stunning
nine-wicket win that also
sealed their Super 12 berth
here on Friday.

It was their 32-year-old
veteran opener Paul
Stirling who smashed an
unbeaten 66 from 48 balls
(6x4, 2x6) to seal the chase
with 15 balls to spare after
legspinner Gareth Delany's
careerbest figures of 4-0-16-
3 restricted the Windies to
146 for five.

Playing their seventh T20
World Cup, it is only the
second time Ireland
reached the second stage
following their Super 8 ap-
pearance at the 2009 edition
in England.

West Indies, who are the
most successful side of the
T20 World Cup having won
the titles in 2012 and 2016,
thus cut a sorry figure,
crashing out of the group
stage with just one win
from three matches.

The Nicholas Pooran-led
side who were without the
likes of Shimron Hetmyer
and Andre Russell lacked

depth and looked out of
sort, suffering to a 42-run
defeat against Scotland.

They went on to beat
Zimbabwe by 31 runs to re-
vive their campaign but
only to be outplayed by the
Andy Balbirnie-led side.
Opting to bat, the Windies
had Brendon King steering
their ship with an unbeat-
en 62 they stumbled against
the  spin duo of Delany and
Sami Singh (1/11). Delany,
in particular, was brilliant
as he bowled a tight line
and length.

Stirling then provided a
fitting end as he blasted six
fours and two maximums
in his unconquered in-
nings as Ireland over-
hauled the target, scoring
150 for 1 in 17.3 overs.

Stirling and skipper
Balbirnie (37) took the at-
tack to the Lankan
bowlers, blazing to 73 off 44
balls to give them a perfect
start. Once Balbirnie de-
parted in the eighth over,
the experienced Stirling
and Lorcan Tucker (45 not
out) kept scoring freely and
completed the job with con-
summate ease. It was
Tucker, who knocked off
the final runs with a four
in the 18th over.

Ireland knock out WI,
seal Super 12 berth

Ireland's Paul Stirling and Lorcan Tucker (R) celebrate their victory dur-
ing the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between
West Indies and Ireland at Bellerive Oval in Hobart on October 21.

Hobart, Oct 21 (PTI):

Zimbabwe made it to the
Super 12 stage of the T20
World Cup for the first
time after an easy five-
wicket win over Scotland
in a Group B match here
on Friday.

The win ensured Group
B top spot for Zimbabwe as
they joined India,
Pakistan, South Africa,
Bangladesh and
Netherlands in the Group 2
of Super 12. For Scotland,
it was the end of their cam-
paign after the loss.

Pacer Tendai Chatara
led a spectacular bowling
show with figures of 4-1-14-
2 as Zimbabwe restricted
Scotland to a below-par 132
for six.

Chatara, who also be-
came the first from
Zimbabwe to take 50-plus
wickets in T20
Internationals, checked
the run flow with his accu-
rate bowling. Left-arm
pacer Richard Ngarava
(2/28) was a tad expensive,
but he also gave a twin
blow to Scotland who never
managed to get going after
captain Richie Berrington
opted to bat. In reply,
Zimbabwe cantered home
in 18.3 overs with their star

all-rounder Sikandar Raza
slamming a 23-ball 40, stud-
ded with three fours and
two sixes. Raza earlier
chipped in with 1/20 with
his off-spin to be adjudged
man-of-the-match. Ervine
top-scored for Zimbabwe
with a 54-ball 58 as he an-
chored the chase after they
were reduced to 7 for 2 in-
side two overs. First, he put
together 35 from 39 balls
with Sean Williams to re-
pair the damage before
Raza's impactful knock
dashed Scotland's hopes of
making the Super 12. The
duo put together 64 from 43
balls in their fifth wicket
stand.

Earlier, Scotland opener
George Munsey (54 from
51b; 7x4) held the innings
at one end and put together
40 runs with his skipper
Berrington (13) but they
never managed to step up
their run-rate.

Zimbabwe make Super 12 for
first time, eliminate Scotland

Zimbabwe's Ryan Burl (L)
and Milton Shumba (L) chat

with Scotland's Captain
Richard Berrington reacts

after the ICC men’s Twenty20
World Cup 2022 cricket match

between Scotland and
Zimbabwe at Bellerive Oval in

Hobart on October 21.

Melbourne, Oct 21 (PTI):

Axar Patel enjoyed an
intense net session under
watchful eyes of coach
Rahul Dravid but his spot
is still not certain in
India's playing XI since
Pakistan are likely to have
three left-handers in their
line-up in the much-await-
ed T20 World Cup contest,
here on Sunday.

Indian team hasn't had a
settled XI in the last one
year, either due to work-
load management or be-
cause of injuries to play-
ers that affected the bal-
ance of the side.

Friday's practice session
couldn't be a definitive in-
dicator as to what will be
the final playing eleven as
most of the senior players
opted to rest on the day.

But skipper Rohit
Sharma, KL Rahul, Virat
Kohli, Surya Kumar
Yadav, Hardik Pandya are
certainties and Dinesh
Karthik on current form is
ahead of Rishabh Pant.
Karthik, after his batting
session, did keeping drills
for a considerable period
of time. But to be fair to
Pant, he is the only left-

handed specialist batting
option in top six and if
both Karthik and Pant are
accommodated in the play-
ing XI, then Rohit will be
forced to play Pandya as
the fifth bowling option,
which could backfire on
occasions. Similarly, Axar
is the most consistent
spinner on view but
Pakistan top order has
southpaws Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammed Nawaz and
Khushdil Shah and play-
ing a left-arm spinner
against them may not be a
good option.

Ravichandran Ashwin's
experience can't be over-
looked because of the vari-
ations he brings to the
table. Yuzvendra Chahal,
as of now, looks to be the
first choice spinner and on
bigger Australian grounds
with huge side bound-
aries, wrist spinners are a
must. The pace troika
looks settled with
Mohammed Shami hitting
the straps alongside
Arshdeep Singh and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar as
Harshal Patel on current
form can't be selected.

Toss-up between Axar and
Ashwin for second spinner’s slot

Melbourne, Oct 21 (PTI):

Mohammed Shami may
be short on game time
leading up to the T20
World Cup but former
Australia allrounder Tom
Moody feels he's a big play-

er and his expertise would
be crucial in India's high
voltage opening match
against Pakistan here on
Sunday.

Shami, who was down
with COVID-19, was a late
inclusion to the squad
after Indian pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah was
ruled out for an indefinite
period following the recur-
rence of his back stress.

The veteran pacer was
pressed into action in
final over of their warm-
up match against
Australia at the Gabba on
October 17 as he grabbed 3
for 4 to hand India a six-
run win. "He (Shami) may
be short with some vol-
ume in his bowling, but
that one over he bowled
against Australia would
have gone a long way with
regards to not so much the
physical side of things,
but definitely the mental
side of things," Moody
said at Star Sports show
Game Plan'.

Down with COVID-19,
Shami could not feature in
India's build-up home se-
ries against Australia and
flew straight to Brisbane
after being picked on
October 14.

Melbourne, Oct 21 (PTI):

Those who know Rohit
Sharma well would vouch
for the fact that the Indian
captain doesn't get amused
when he hears the term
"lazy elegance" liberally
thrown at him during for-
mal and informal conversa-
tions.

Rohit Sharma is
supremely elegant but the
word "lazy" hasn't existed in
his dictionary for the
longest possible time now.

Out of his 41 internation-
al hundreds, 33 has come in
ODIs and T20Is and it
wouldn't have been possible
had there been an iota of
laziness in him.

Forty eight hours before
the marquee clash against
Pakistan, it seemed Rohit,
the skipper at least on the
day, made way for Rohit, the
batter, who is thinking of
how to counter the menac-
ing pace and swing of
Shaheen Shah Afridi.

May be that's the reason,
he was trying to focus on
not hitting any horizontal
bat shots, which is a recipe
for disaster against some-

one like Shaheen, who will
not only bowl fast but also
swing it late at a brisk pace.

The Melbourne Cricket
Ground nets is slightly dif-
ferent from other stadiums
where one can only get a
top angle view of the nets
and it always seems like
players are training at a
giant well. It was an option-

al net session for the Indian
team on Friday and it was
the skipper, who became
the centre of attention for
30-odd spectators as he en-
tered the arena. Rohit went
through the grind for close
to one and half hours along
with Dinesh Karthik for
company. While Karthik,
India's designated white-

ball finisher, after a normal
net session, did a bit of sim-
ulation training with some
high-risk lap scoop and re-
verse lap scoop shots and
pull-shots, Rohit's session
was way more interesting.

It seemed he was intent
on playing within the V'
and while Karthik enjoyed
hitting some disdainful
pulls, his captain, who is a
pioneer of horizontal bat
shots, refrained from hit-
ting any. He defended, left
deliveries, played front foot
and back-foot push drives
with elan. The way he kept
the shape while lunging for-
ward for the cover drives
was sheer beauty.

And in between, he used
his peripheral vision to
keep an eye on what
Karthik and reserve batter
Deepak Hooda were up to
on the adjacent nets.

Watching Rohit bat, one
would instantly remember
the popular YouTube inter-
view show Breakfast With
Champions' where the host
asks Kohli, "Doesn't Rohit
give you feeling that he has
that extra second to play
those shots?"

Johor Bahru, Oct 21 (PTI):

Eyes firmly set on
breaking their five-year-
old title jinx in the Sultan
of Johor Cup, India would
look to begin their cam-
paign against hosts
Malaysia in a positive note
in the U-21 men's hockey
tournament here on
Saturday.

The Indians have won
the age group tournament
twice -- 2013 and 2014 -- and
finished second best four
times in 2012, 2015, 2018

and the last edition of the
event in 2019. The tourna-
ment was not held in 2020
and 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Best known for produc-
ing top-level international
players, the invitational
tournament serves as a
perfect platform for hock-
ey playing nations to test
their bench strength.

But it won't be a cake-
walk for Uttam Singh-led
India as Malaysia are ex-
pected to pose a tough
challenge in the opener,

riding on home support.
Having said that the

Indian junior side will be
quite confident, especially
because a number of play-
ers in the core group of
the team are the same that
featured in last year's
Junior World Cup, where
it finished fourth.

"The Sultan of Johor
Cup is a very big tourna-
ment in the calendar and
we are prepared for this
challenge. This tourna-
ment will give us a sense of
where we start among top

teams as we are preparing
for the upcoming FIH
Hockey Men's Junior
World Cup," skipper Uttam
said. After the opening
game against Malaysia,
India will take on South
Africa on October 23, fol-
lowed by games against
Japan on October 25,
mighty Australia on
October 26 and Great
Britain on October 28. The
top two teams from round
robin stage will progress
to the final to be played on
October 29.

Odense, Oct 21 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
gold medallist Lakshya Sen
got the better off his senior
compatriot HS Prannoy in
straight games to progress
to the men's singles quar-
terfinals of the Denmark
Open Super 750 badminton
tournament here.

Sen, a 2021 world cham-
pionships bronze medal-
list, beat world number 13

Prannoy 21-9 21-18 in a 39-
minute clash to set up a last
eight clash with Japan's
Kodai Naraoka. The two
came into the match with a
2-2 head-to-head count in
four meetings but the
younger Sen proved to be
the better player on the day
as he made a rollicking to
start to put Prannoy on the
back foot on Thursday.

World number 8 Sen
zoomed to a 5-1 lead early

on before swelling it to 11-3
at the mid-game break. He
kept moving ahead as
Prannoy's game crumbled.

In the second game,
Prannoy gave a better ac-
count of himself as he kept
breathing down his oppo-
nent's neck with slender
leads of 5-4 and 11-10.
Things remained the same
after the interval but Sen
broke off at 17-17 to shut
the door on Prannoy.

Two-time champions India look to
reclaim Sultan of Johor Cup hockey title

Hit-Man Zone: Rohit gets ready for
Shaheen duel with extended session

Melbourne: Indian cricket team captain Rohit Sharma with head
coach Rahul Dravid and teammates during a practice session
ahead of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match against
Pakistan, in Australia.

Sen beats Prannoy to enter
quarterfinals in Denmark Open

Moody backs ‘big player’
Shami in match vs Pakistan

IIT-Madras and NASA researchers
study microbes on space station

Chennai, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras and
NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) re-
searchers have studied the
interactions between mi-
crobes in the International
Space Station (ISS), the in-
stitute said on Friday. A
key finding is that a mi-
crobe that resides on the
ISS, was found to be bene-
ficial to various other mi-
croorganisms but ham-
pered the growth of a fun-
gus.

The study would help
devise strategies for the
disinfection of space sta-
tions to minimise any po-
tential impact of microbes

on the health of astro-
nauts. "Crews, during
spaceflight, may have al-
tered immunity and limit-
ed access to terrestrial
medical facilities.
Therefore, studying the
microbes inhabiting the
space station becomes im-
portant to understand the
risks associated with
short-term and long-term
space travel on the health
of astronauts," the IIT-
Madras said in a press re-
lease. The present study
was inspired by the earlier
observations of the domi-
nance of Klebsiella pneu-
moniae, a bacteria, on the
surfaces of the ISS. This
pathogen has been known
to cause pneumonia and

other nosocomial (hospi-
tal-acquired) infections.
The researchers were
broadly interested in un-
derstanding how this bac-
teria affects the growth of
other microbes in the
vicinity and the possible
implications it could have.
The researchers analysed
the microbial sample data
taken across three space
flights at seven locations
on the ISS. The study
found that Klebsiella
pneumoniae, a major mi-
crobe that resides on the
ISS, is beneficial to vari-
ous other microbes also
present on the ISS, espe-
cially the bacteria from
the Pantoea genus.

However, it was found

that its presence was ham-
pering the growth of
Aspergillus fungus. This
computational observa-
tion was further tested
through laboratory experi-
ments, and it was found
that the presence of K.
pneumoniae was indeed
detrimental to the growth
of the Aspergillus fungus.
Dr Karthik Raman, associ-
ate professor at the Bhupat
& Jyoti Mehta School of
Biosciences and a core
member of the Robert
Bosch Centre for Data
Science and Artificial
Intelligence (RBCDSAI),
IIT Madras, collaborated
with Dr Kasthuri
Venkateswaran, senior re-
search scientist at JPL.

Chennai, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A Tamil Nadu fisher-
man on Friday sustained
bullet injuries when the
Navy, "fired warning
shots" in mid-sea and Chief
Minister M K Stalin
sought Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's interven-
tion to prevent such 
incidents.

The Navy said its ship
intercepted a suspicious
boat on the Palk Bay and
as the vessel did not stop
despite repeated warnings,
warning shots were fired
as per Standard Operating
Procedures to halt it, a
Defence PRO tweet said.

A crew member on
board the boat sustained
injury and he was hospi-
talised. The boat was no-
ticed by the Navy ship,

while on patrol near the
India-Sri Lanka
International Maritime
Boundary Line in the
early hours of Friday. An
inquiry has been ordered
to investigate the incident,
the Defence statement
said.

"The injured person was
administered first aid by
the ship and evacuated by
an Indian Navy Chetak heli-
copter to INS Parandu at
Ramnad and has been shift-
ed to the Government
Hospital, Ramanathapuram
for further medical manage-
ment. His condition is re-
ported to be stable."

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment identified the in-
jured fisherman as K
Veeravel belonging to
Vanagiri village of
Mayiladuthurai district.

In a statement, Stalin said
he was shocked by the in-
cident and said Veeravel
has been shifted to a state-
run hospital in Madurai
and that he has directed
the authorities to provide
best medical treatment to
him.

Also, the Chief Minister
ordered a financial assis-
tance of Rs 2 lakh from
the Chief Minister's
Public Welfare Fund to the
fisherman. Writing to
Prime Minister Modi,
Stalin said the incident in
which the fisherman sus-
tained grievous bullet in-
juries has caused distress
and anguish.

While fishing, Veeravel
was shot in mid-sea by
Indian Navy personnel on
board INS Bangaram in
the early hours of Friday,

he said. Veeravel was part
of a 10-member fishing
group that ventured for
fishing in a mechanised
boat.

Seven fishermen belong
to Tamil Nadu and three
were from Karaikal in
Puducherry. The boat was
based from Karaikal. The
injured fisherman was
brought to a hospital in
Ramanathapuram for
treating grievous bullet in-
juries in the abdomen and
thigh and shifted to a
Madurai government hos-
pital, he said.

"I am extremely sad-
dened by this incident that
has happened by an act of
the Indian Navy. You are
well aware of the plight of
Indian fishermen being
ill-treated by Sri Lankan
security forces."

VHP says religious converts should 
not benefit from reservation

Lucknow, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) on Friday
said religious converts
should not be given the
benefit of reservation for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. The out-
fit also asserted that it
would not allow religious
converts to take "double
benefit". However, it had
no complaint if anyone
from Buddhism or
Sikhism was taking "dou-
ble benefit", adding that
Christianity and Islam
were not religions born in
India.

Religious converts
should not get the benefit
of reservation for

Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, VHP na-
tional spokesperson Vijay
Shankar Tiwari said at a
press conference at
Vishwa Samvad Kendra
here. He said the converts
were not only taking ad-
vantage of caste-based
reservation but also of
being a minority.

Tiwari, who launched
the Diwali special issue of
the VHP magazine 'Hindu
Vishwas', added that the
organisation would no
longer allow religious con-
verts to benefit doubly.

When asked how the or-
ganisation would prevent
this practice, Tiwari said,
"Hindu society is a big so-
ciety, and the central gov-

ernment will have to ac-
cept it and take steps to
stop it." The VHP leader
also said this practice was
against the basic spirit of
the Constitution.

He alleged that some
people were converting for
greed of this double bene-
fit and called it a threat to
the country. Targeting
Christian conversion, he
said it was creating an
anti-national atmosphere.

Tiwari added that this
issue was very old and that
converts should not bene-
fit doubly. He also claimed
that BR Ambedkar, former
prime ministers
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Indira Gandhi wanted the
same.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday sought responses
from the Centre and oth-
ers, including the Medical
Council of India, to peti-
tions alleging rising as-
sault on doctors and seek-
ing framing of guidelines
for their protection across
the country.

A bench of Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
and Justice Bela M Trivedi
also issued notice to the
Rajasthan government as
the petitions filed by the
Delhi Doctors Forum,
Indian Medical
Association (Dwarka) and
Suneet Kumar Upadhyay
sought a CBI probe into

the alleged suicide of a gy-
naecologist in Dausa in
the state.

Upadhyay's wife
Archana Sharma, a gynae-
cologist, had ended her life
by suicide in Rajasthan
after being harassed by a
mob following the death of
a woman patient during
the delivery on account of
excessive bleeding.

"Issue notice on the peti-
tions returnable on
November 23. Dasti in ad-
dition," the bench said. In
legal parlance, 'Dasti'
means delivery of a notice
by hand.

Lawyer Shashank Deo
Sudhi, appearing for
Medical Association
(Dwarka), said doctors are

being attacked across the
country even if a patient
dies on account of health
reasons which are beyond
the control of medical pro-
fessionals.

"There are no medical
cells in police stations ei-
ther. The police officers do
not understand medical
terminology," he said,
adding there was a need
for framing comprehen-
sive guidelines to protect
doctors.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranaraynan, ap-
pearing for the husband of
the deceased doctor, said
the child was delivered
healthy and the mother
had pre-conditions which
led to the death. Still the

gynaecologist was hound-
ed. The petitioners plead-
ed for the Centre and other
stakeholders to take reme-
dial steps.

"Issue a direction in na-
ture of mandamus or any
other appropriate writ,
order/direction or direc-
tions for constituting a
CBI enquiry into the cir-
cumstances which led to
unfortunate death of
young gynecologist doctor
by committing suicide
under the mysterious con-
ditions in order to find out
the actual perpetrators of
the entire incident and
bring them to justice to
deter other such potential
wrong doer," one of the
pleas said.

‘Cross border propagation of 
terrorist ideologies cannot be 

termed political problems’
New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

Emphasising that terror-
ism is the biggest violator
of human rights, Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said cross-border
propagation of terrorist
ideologies through online
radicalisation cannot be
considered as "political
problem". Addressing the
concluding session of the
90th Interpol General
Assembly, he said all coun-
tries must come together to
have a common definition
of terrorism and terrorists.

"We cannot fight terror-
ists and terrorism globally
unless there is a common
definition of both.
Commitment to fight ter-
rorism and differentiating
good or bad terrorism or

classifying terror attacks
as big or small cannot go
together," he said. Shah
said there must be a con-
sensus on the cross-border
propagation of terrorist
ideologies through online
radicalisation. "We cannot
consider this to be a politi-

cal problem.
We must all be commit-

ted to ensuring that an ef-
fective fight against terror-
ism should be long-term,
comprehensive and sus-
tainable," he said. Interpol
is the best platform to
achieve "across border co-

operation" which is must to
defeat "cross border terror-
ism", he said. The home
minister said in many
countries Interpol nodal
agency and counter terror-
ism agencies are different.

"Given this situation, in
order to fight terrorism, we
will have to bring together
all the counter-terrorism
agencies of the world," he
said. Shah asked Interpol to
develop a permanent com-
munication channel be-
tween counter terror agen-
cies of the countries where
real time information and
intelligence can be shared
among countries. He said
India is committed to work
with Interpol to counter all
forms of global terrorism
providing its technical and
human resources.
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An artisan prepares the head of ‘Asura’ at a workshop ahead of ‘Kali Puja’ festival, in Nadia district, Friday.

KALI PUJA’ FESTIVAL

Students participate in 'rangoli' making competition ahead of Diwali festival, at a college in Bikaner, Friday.

RANGOLI’ COMPETITION
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the 90th General
Assembly of INTERPOL, at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Friday.

SC seeks response of Centre on pleas 
alleging rising assault cases against doctors

Case against police
officer's daughter

for rash driving
New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI):
A case has been registered
against the daughter of a
police officer after she hit
a 34-year-old parking at-
tendant at south Delhi's
Saket Mall, police said on
Friday.

The parking attendant
filed a complaint on
Thursday and said the ac-
cident occurred around
9.35 pm on Sunday, a sen-
ior police officer said.

According to the com-
plaint, when the attendant
was handing over a car to
a customer, another car
came out of the parking
area all of a sudden. In the
process, it hit him and he
suffered injuries in his
legs, the police said. He is
undergoing treatment at
Max Hospital.

Fisherman sustains injuries as
Indian Navy fires ‘warning shot’

Stalin takes up issue with Modi

Police arrests man from Rajasthan for 
duping women on matrimonial sites

New Delhi, Oct 21 (PTI): 

A 25-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly pretend-
ing to be a captain in the
Indian Army and cheating
women on the pretext of
marrying them, police said
on Friday. The accused has
been identified as Bipin
Kumar Jha, a resident of
Madhubani district in
Bihar, they said.

The case came to light on
July 27 after a 24-year-old
woman lodged a complaint
with the police. The
woman, an HR manager in
a private company, said Jha
approached her on a matri-
monial site where he pre-
sented himself as a captain
in the Indian Army.

They started talking on
the phone and became good
friends. He told the victim
that he was posted in
Jammu and Kashmir and
had to travel to Bihar for
the treatment of his father
and sought financial help
from her, the police said.
The woman transferred
about Rs 2 lakh to him in in-
stalments. Later, when she
asked Jha to return the
money, he started avoiding
her and even threatened
her with dire consequences,
they said. During the inves-
tigation, it was found that
the money was transferred
to the account of one Fajal
Khan Kathat, a resident of
Pali in Rajasthan, a senior
police officer said. Fajal,

who was arrested on
September 17, revealed that
he shared his account de-
tails with Jha to receive the
money on a commission
basis, the officer said. Jha
was also frequently chang-
ing his location and
switched off his mobile
phone most of the time. A
woman sub-inspector, the
investigating officer in the
case, created a profile on
the matrimonial site and
contacted Jha. When she
engaged him over phone,
the police tracked his loca-
tion to Jaipur and nabbed
him from a restaurant on
Thursday, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northeast) Sanjay Kumar
Sain said. During interro-

gation, Jha revealed that
his father was a retired
Army personnel. He also
said that he used to sift
through the names of
women on matrimonial
websites and contacted
them on the pretext of mar-
riage. If the women showed
interest, he talked to them
and developed a relation-
ship. He then demanded
money from them before
disappearing, Sain said.
The police said Jha worked
for Fajal in Pali. He enticed
Fajal to use his account for
receiving the money on a
commission basis, they
said, adding that a mobile
phone, Army uniform and
accessories were seized
from him.


