
Released
NNooiiddaa::Politician Shrikant
Tyagi, who was arrested
in August for assaulting a
woman in a Noida society,
was released from jail on
Thursday, officials said.
Tyagi was lodged at the
Luksar jail in Greater
Noida since August 9, and
was granted bail by the
Allahabad High Court two
days ago. "He was
released this (Thursday)
evening after all legal for-
malities," Jail
Superintendent Arun
Pratap Singh told PTI.

Withdrawal 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The process
of withdrawal of the south-
west monsoon started in
Odisha on Thursday and has
so far left at least 19 of the
30 districts of the state, the
weatherman said. The
southwest monsoon has
completely been withdrawn
from Sundergarh,
Jharsuguda, Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Deogarh,
Sambalpur, Bargarh,
Bolangir, Sonepur, Angul
districts. It has also left
Dhenkanal, Boudh, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur,
Jajpur, Kendrapada, Cuttack
and Nayagarh, the Met
office said.

Seize
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Police have
seized over 13,700 kg of
firecrackers and regis-
tered 75 cases in this con-
nection in October, offi-
cial data showed. The
data comprises records
from October 1 to 19. The
police seized 13,767.719
kg firecrackers for stor-
age or sale and registered
75 cases in this connec-
tion. It has also registered
six cases related to burst-
ing of firecrackers and
seized 3.608 kg crackers.

Jail term
KKoottaa:: A court here award-
ed 20-year jail to a man
for raping a minor girl
and also slapped a fine of
Rs 25,000 on him. The
convict, Munesh Meena,
had raped a Class 12 stu-
dent who lived in his
neighbourhood, Public
Prosecutor Vijay Kachawa
said. The incident took
place in March, 2020.

Resume
RRuuddrraapprraayyaagg::  Helicopter
services to the
Uttarakhand's Kedarnath
temple resumed, two
days after a chopper
crash in the area killed a
pilot and six pilgrims. On
Wednesday, a day after
the accident, various avi-
ation companies resumed
helicopter operations and
981 pilgrims were taken
to Kedarnath, according
to officials.
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A woman with her pet dog 
participates in a demonstration
against bursting of firecrackers
during Diwali celebrations, in

Kolkata, Thursday.
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Kevadia, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and United
Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on
Thursday launched
Mission LiFE, a global plan
of action aimed at saving
the planet from the disas-
trous consequences of cli-
mate change.

The launch of the mis-
sion, aimed at encouraging
people towards sustainable
living, comes ahead of next
month's mega UN climate
meet in Egypt.

The action plan - a list of
ideas on lifestyle changes
that can be taken up as cli-
mate-friendly behaviour -
along with the logo and
tagline for Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment)
were jointly launched by
Modi and Guterres at
Kevadia in Gujarat. Modi
asked people to adopt the

concept of 'reduce, reuse
and recycle' and circular
economy and said India is
committed to tackling the
menace of climate change.

He said Mission LiFE
will strengthen the concept
of a pro-people planet. The
mission signifies "lifestyle
of the planet, for the planet
and by the planet".

Mission LiFE aims at fol-
lowing a three-pronged
strategy for changing peo-
ple's collective approach to-
wards sustainability.

This includes nudging in-
dividuals to practice simple
yet effective environment-
friendly actions in their
daily lives (demand), en-
abling industries and mar-
kets to respond swiftly to
the changing demand (sup-
ply), and to influence gov-
ernment and industrial pol-
icy to support both sustain-
able consumption and pro-
duction (policy).

Raipur, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel never met any high
court judge, the
Chhattisgarh government
told the Supreme Court on
Thursday, rejecting a top cen-
tral government law officer's
suggestion about his proba-
ble complicity in the state's
PDS scam. The Supreme
Court was hearing an
Enforcement Directorate
plea seeking transfer of a
PMLA case related to the
'Nagrik Apurti Nigam'
(NAN) or the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
scam outside the state.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the ED,
had referred to the
WhatsApp chat of an alleged
close aide to the chief minis-
ter that a judge had met the
CM two days before bail was
granted to some of the ac-
cused in the NAN scam case.

"We took instructions. The
chief minister never met
any high court judge," senior
lawyer Kapil Sibal told the
court on Thursday. Mehta re-

sponded, saying he had only
referred to the Whatsapp
chat. The apex court bench
comprising Chief Justice
Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justices Ajay Rastogi and S
Ravindra Bhat, meanwhile,
refused to further hear the

ED's plea on account of
paucity of time and unavail-
ability of the special bench
to finish the hearing and ad-
journed it to the week com-
mencing November 14.

The CJI, who will demit of-
fice on November 8, and the
other two judges are part of
three separate benches and
they come together for this
case only by disturbing the
regular functioning of the
other three courts.

"Though, we heard advo-
cates appearing for the par-
ties at some length, but con-
sidering the facts and cir-
cumstances on record and
particularly the fact that the
submissions would not be
over in one session, the mat-
ter is released from being
part heard," the order said.

Ordering re-sealing of the
documents filed by the ED
and the state government,
the bench said the apex court
registry is directed to list the
matter before an appropriate
bench in the week of
November 14, after taking ap-
propriate instructions from
the CJI.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Jewellery stocks worth
more than Rs 149 crore
have been seized by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) after it raided
Hyderabad-based two
gems and jewels groups as
part of a money launder-
ing probe linked to alleged
cheating with MMTC, a
public sector enterprise.

The searches were
launched against MBS
Jewellers Pvt Ltd,
Musaddilal Gems and
Jewels India Pvt Ltd, and
their directors Sukesh
Gupta and Anurag Gupta
on October 17 at five loca-
tions in Telangana's capi-
tal city and Vijaywada in
Andhra Pradesh. The

seizure includes jewellery
stocks of Rs 149.10 crore
and a cash amount of Rs
1.96 crore, the ED said in a
statement issued on
Thursday.

Sukesh Gupta was sub-
sequently arrested by the
federal agency on October
18 and a special Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court, a day later
on October 19, sent him to
14 days judicial custody,
the ED said.

The money laundering
case stems from a CBI FIR
and chargesheet filed
against Sukesh Gupta and
his companies for defraud-
ing MMTC Limited in pur-
chase of gold bullion
under buyer's credit
scheme. "Sukesh Gupta in
active connivance with few
officials of MMTC

Hyderabad had continu-
ously lifted gold without
forex cover and without
adequate security deposits
and his dues were consis-
tently misreported to the
MMTC head office and
without squaring off the
existing losses, his firms
continued lifting more and
more gold from MMTC for
their personal gain and
this ultimately caused a
loss of public money to the
tune of Rs 504.34 crore to
the MMTC," the agency
said. Sukesh Gupta, it said,
"colluded" with various of-
ficers of MMTC
Hyderabad and painted a
wrong picture of his ac-
count and kept on lifting
gold to carry on its busi-
ness as usual and MMTC
ultimately suffered a "mas-
sive" loss.

Kanker, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Security forces on
Thursday recovered a
powerful improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) - sus-
pected to have been plant-
ed by Maoists - in Kanker
district of Chhattisgarh,
police said.

The explosive packed in
an iron pipe, weighing 10
kg, also called a pipe
bomb, was seized near
Tekapar village under
Koyalibeda police station
limits when a team of
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) was out on a search
operation, said Amarnath
Sidar, Sub Divisional
Officer of Police (SDOP)
Antagarh. While cordon-
ing off a forested hill, the
patrolling team detected
the bomb hidden under

bushes along a dirt track
to target security forces,
he said, adding that a
major tragedy was averted
with the recovery.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will launch
'Rozgar Mela', a drive to re-
cruit 10 lakh people, on
October 22 via video-confer-
ence and appointment let-
ters will be given to 75,000
candidates during the cere-
mony, the PMO said on
Thursday.

The PMO said this will be
a significant step forward
towards fulfilling the con-
tinuous commitment of the
prime minister to provid-
ing job opportunities for the
youth and ensuring welfare
of citizens.

The development comes

amid the opposition's con-
stant criticism of the BJP-
led government on the
issue of unemployment.
Opposition parties have al-
leged a lack of adequate
employment opportunities,
a charge rejected by the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The drive will also
help the BJP counter the
Opposition in the poll-
bound states of Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.

In June this year, Modi
had asked various govern-
ment departments and min-
istries to undertake the re-
cruitment of 10 lakh people
on a "mission mode" in the
next year and a half.

London, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Embattled British Prime
Minister Liz Truss on
Thursday resigned as the
Conservative Party leader
saying she can no longer
deliver the mandate she
was elected on last month,
ending her tenure at 10
Downing Street in London
after just 45 days in the job
following an open revolt
against her chaotic leader-
ship.

The 47-year-old outgoing
prime minister will stay in
charge until her successor
is elected by the governing

Tory party, with a speeded-
up leadership election to be
completed by next week.
Her former leadership
rival, Rishi Sunak, is seen
as a frontrunner in that
race but a consensus with-

in a divided Tory party re-
mains elusive, with the
Opposition Labour Party
renewing calls for an im-
mediate general election.

"I recognise though that
given the situation, I can-
not deliver the mandate on
which I was elected by the
Conservative Party," Truss
said in a brief statement
outside 10 Downing Street.

The embattled leader
said she had spoken to
King Charles III to notify
him of her resignation and
also met the 1922
Committee chair Sir
Graham Brady, in charge of
Tory leadership elections.
"We have agreed that there
will be a leadership elec-
tion to be completed within

the next week. This will en-
sure that we remain on a
path to deliver our fiscal
plans and maintain our
countries economic stabili-
ty and national security. I
will remain as Prime
Minister until a successor
has been chosen," added
Truss.

A downcast Truss, who
stepped out of 10 Downing
Street with her husband,
said she had taken over at a
time of great instability
but ultimately admitted
she had failed in her mis-
sion to deliver her econom-
ic agenda.

Truss was Britain's third
female Prime Minister
after Margaret Thatcher
and Theresa May.

New York, Oct 20: 

Unidentified Flying
Objects (UFOs) are being
sighted in the sky over the
Pacific Ocean for the last
two months, according to a
UFO researcher.

Ben Hansen, former FBI
agent and host of the
Discovery+ show, 'UFO
Witness', procured footage
and air traffic control
recordings of mid-air UFO
sightings by the pilots, re-
ported New York Post.

Pilots from Southwest
Airlines, Hawaiian
Airlines and several oth-
ers spotted multiple air-
craft in the region. A for-
mer military pilot said

that he witnessed several
aircraft flying above him.

While flying a charter
jet off the Los Angeles
coast, Pilot Mark Hulsey
radioed the air traffic con-
trol on August 18, asking,
"We've got a few aircraft to
our north here and he's
going around in circles,
much higher altitude than
us. Any idea what they
are?" The controller said
that he was not sure.

In just 23 minutes,
Hulsey reported that he
spotted seven such air-
craft, flying above him be-
tween 5,000 to 10,000 feet,
which was initially three.

In the recording, Hulsey
says, "They just keep going

in circles. I was an F-18
pilot in the Marine Corps,
and I'm telling you, I've
done many intercepts, I've
never seen anything like
this." Hansen said that the
pilot who has claimed that
he spotted strange lights
was "seen by upwards of
15 different commercial
flights. And at least six pi-
lots are willing to go on
record with their names
and everything if asked to
do so by any investigative
agencies," he said.

An FAA spokesperson
told a leading publication
that whenever a pilot re-
ports strange sightings to
an air traffic control facili-
ty, it documents it.

Pune, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Chief Executive Officer of
Serum Institute of India
(SII), Adar Poonawalla, on
Thursday said the vaccine
manufacturer stopped the
production of Covishield
vaccine starting December
2021, and of the total stock
available at that time,
around 100 million doses
had already got expired.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the annual
general meeting of
Developing Countries
Vaccine Manufacturers
Network (DCVMN), he said
booster vaccines have no de-
mand as there is general
lethargy among people and

also because they are fed up
with the pandemic. "Since
December 2021, we stopped
the production (of
Covishield). We had a stock
of a few hundred million
doses at that time and of
that, 100 million doses have
already expired," said
Poonawalla when asked
about the update on the
Covishield vaccine. He said
the SII's vaccines are allowed
to be mixed. "Now, Covovax
should be allowed in two
weeks. So I think they will
and should probably have
the policy to mix boosters. If
WHO allowed it, then maybe
the Indian regulator will and
should allow it. But again,
boosters have no demand at
the moment. There is lethar-
gy generally. People are fed
up of COVID, vaccines. To be
honest, I am also fed up with
it. We all are," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

ISRO plans to launch
Chandrayaan-3, its third mis-
sion to the moon, in June next
year with a more robust lunar
rover onboard which is crucial
for future inter-planetary
explorations.
The space agency has also
lined up the first test flight of
the 'abort mission' for
Gaganyaan, the country's first
human spaceflight, early next
year.
"Chandrayaan-3 (C-3) launch
will be in June next year
onboard the Launch Vehicle
Mark-3 (LVM3)," said Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) chairman S Somnath
while interacting with media
personnel on the sidelines of
an event here.
He said ISRO plans to fly
Indian astronauts into orbit by
the end of 2024 after carrying

out successful abort missions
and uncrewed test flights.
India's maiden attempt to land
a rover on the moon ended in
failure after the Vikram lander
onboard the Chandrayaan-2
mission crashed on the sur-
face of the moon in
September 2019.
"C-3 is ready now. It is not a
replica of C-2. The rover is
there. The engineering is sig-
nificantly different. We have
made it more robust so that it
does not have problems like
last time," Somnath said.

MISSION LiFE LAUNCH

Adopt concept of ‘reduce,
reuse and recycle’: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Secretary General of the
United Nations Antonio Guterres during the launch of the Mission
LiFE at Statue of Unity in Ekta Nagar, Kevadia, Thursday.

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres on Thursday
said overconsumption has resulted in a three-fold planetary emer-
gency of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution, and
called for the need to treat the earth's resources judiciously and
respectfully. Guterres, who jointly launched Mission LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) with Prime Minister Narendra Modi here,
lamented that in the current times, greed was prevailing over
need, and urged people to adopt a sustainable way of living.

‘Over consumption invited climate change, 
biodiversity loss and pollution’
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M CM never met any HC
judge, state govt tells SC

The Supreme Court was hear-
ing an Enforcement Directorate
plea seeking transfer of a
PMLA case related to the
'Nagrik Apurti Nigam' (NAN) or
the Public Distribution System
(PDS) scam outside the state.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the ED, had
referred to the WhatsApp chat
of an alleged close aide to the
chief minister that a judge had
met the CM two days before
bail was granted to some of
the accused in the NAN scam
case."We took instructions.
The chief minister never met
any high court judge," senior
lawyer Kapil Sibal told the
court on Thursday. Mehta
responded, saying he had only
referred to the Whatsapp chat.

Important 
developments.....

Powerful pipe bomb recovered 

The explosive packed in an
iron pipe, weighing 10 kg, also
called a pipe bomb, was
seized near Tekapar village
under Koyalibeda police sta-
tion limits when a team of
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
was out on a search operation,
said Amarnath Sidar, Sub
Divisional Officer of Police
(SDOP) Antagarh. While cor-
doning off a forested hill, the
patrolling team detected the
bomb hidden under bushes
along a dirt track to target
security forces, he said,
adding that a major tragedy
was averted with the recovery.

'Major tragedy averted’

ED seizes Rs 149-cr jewellery stocks 
̈ Of Hyderabad groups

ROZGAR MELA

PM to launch drive to
recruit 10 lakh people

LIGHTING SHOW 

A solar-powered 3D projection mapping and heritage lighting show at Sun Temple
in Modhera, Thursday.

Liz Truss quits as UK PM
̈ After just 45 days

amid open revolt

Britain's Prime Minister Liz
Truss addresses the media in

Downing Street in London,
Thursday.

‘Chandrayaan-3 launch
in June next year’

S Somnath 

SURPRISING FACT

‘Pilots flying over Pacific
Ocean spot several UFOs’

‘SII stopped Covishield
production in Dec 2021’
̈ Poonawalla claims

there are no takers
for booster shots 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: The road re-
pair works will be launched
in civic body limits soon.
288 roads damaged due to
rains have been identified
for conducting the repair
works. An amount of Rs 44
crore will be spent on this
project. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
has directed the PWD offi-
cials to start the repair
work at the earliest.

He said that there would
be monitoring officers to en-

sure quality repair work.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi will be the
nodal officer of the district
for monitoring the repair
work of the roads. Under
her guidance, a nodal offi-
cer will be appointed for
every ten roads. It needs to
be mentioned here that in
the last meeting, the
Collector had given instruc-
tions to identify the roads
damaged due to rains. 10

such roads have been identi-
fied in the limits of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
The cost of their repair will
be Rs 8 crore 83 lakh. There
are 77 such roads in Durg
Municipal Corporation lim-
its which will be repaired at
a cost of Rs 10 crore 15 lakh.
There are 185 such roads in
Risali Municipal
Corporation, whose repair
cost is Rs 18 crore 22 lakh.
There are 16 such roads in

Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation whose repair
cost will be Rs 7 crore 5
lakh. In this way, 288 roads
of the municipal corpora-
tions of the district will be
repaired soon at a cost of
about Rs 44 crore. PWD
Executive Engineer Ashok
Shrivas stated that the de-
partment has made full
preparations for this work.
He claimed that the work
will be completed with qual-
ity within the time limit. It
needs to be mentioned here
that along with this project,
instructions have been
given for the maintenance
of roads in the municipal
councils, nagar panchayats
and rural areas also.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: Corporate
Social Responsibility
Department (CSR) of
Rowghat Mines Project of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
under the banner of 'Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' organ-
ised a testing camp for dis-
tribution of free assistive
devices to Divyangjans
from October 17 to 19, 2022
in Khodgaon and
Narayanpur.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by organising a test-
ing camp for distribution
of free assistive devices to
Divyangjans on October
17, 2022 at Khodgaon.123
registered for the camp in
Khodgaon and
Narayanpur out of which
41 females and 82 males
have been selected. The
registered persons will be
given 337 assistive devices
with support from BSP
and ALIMCO.

The three-day camp was
organised from 11:00 hrs to

17:00 hrs in collaboration
with "Artificial Limb
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India" (AL-
IMCO), an Enterprise of
the Government of India
under the Ministry of
Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

The camp was organised
in the Khodgaon
Panchayat area of

Narayanpur district.
Divyangjan were tested
and selected for assistive
devices as per the require-
ment. In the camp, Bhilai
Steel Plant in collaboration
with ALIMCO will provide
tricycle, wheelchair,
crutches, hearing aid, fold-
ing stick for visually im-
paired, MSIED, Free distri-
bution of equipment like
kit, tripod, tetrapod, cervi-

cal collar, knee base etc.
Vikram Bahadur,

Assistant Director, Social
Welfare department, Zila
Panchayat, Narayanpur,
SP Mandavi, GM(Mines),
Sunil Kamde, SM(CSR),
Umesh Latiya,
Coordinator (CSR), Ajay
Yadu, Pradeep Kothari
and Senior officials from
Mines and CSR depart-
ment of SAIL-BSP were

present on the occasion.
This camp was organ-

ised by the Mines
Department and
Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant to identi-
fy needy persons with dis-
abilities will be selected.

A free test camp was or-
ganised on October 17,
2022 in the Gram

Panchayat of Khodgaon
from 11:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs.
In this series, a camp was
also organised on October
18 and 19, 2022 at
Narayanpur District
Hospital from 11:00 hrs to
17:00 hrs.

In order to get the equip-
ment, the Divyangjan and
senior people must under-
take the test and complete
their registration.
Photocopy of Disability
certificate, Aadhar card,
Ration card as proof of
residence, BPL card, Voter
ID etc. and Income certifi-
cate (issued by MP, MLA,
SDM, Tehsildar, village
head and employer) and a
passport size photograph
showing the disability is
required.

43 persons registered
during the first day at
Khodgaon, 32 persons reg-
istered on the second day
at Zila hospital,
Narayanpur while 37 per-
sons registered on the
third day.

Patan receives ‘Best Performing
Nagar Panchayat’ award 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: Patan
Nagar Panchayat got 3rd
place in the entire country
for Best Performing Nagar
Panchayat under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana Urban. Nagar
Panchayat Patan was hon-
ored with the award by
Union Minister Hardeep S
Puri, Union Minister of

State, Manoj Joshi,
Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs, Government of
India at the Indian
Housing Urban Conclave
2022 held at Rajkot in
Gujarat. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could not
distribute the prizes due to
his busy schedule but he
visited the venue and in-
spected the stalls. Chief
Municipal Officer
Yogeshwar Upadhyaya,
Sub Engineer Thaneshwar
Verma, CLTC Shailesh
Mishra received the award
from the Union Minister.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: A large
number of self-help group
women are engaged in the
production of eco-friendly
diyas and other materials
for the Diwali festival in
the Urban Gauthan of
Durg. They are working
hard to produce beautiful
and quality products. Their
hard work is being recog-
nised across the nation.
Recently they received or-
ders from states like
Rajasthan and Gujarat to
supply over one million
diyas.

The women of the group
said that so far 35,000 diyas
have been dispatched.

Giving detailed informa-
tion in this regard, Gayatri
Dore, President of Gothan
Samiti said that their
group has received orders
from Gujarat and
Rajasthan. They are selling
the diyas at the rate of Rs 3
each. She added that they
have trained the people to
make diyas from cow dung
and artistically decorate
them.

The beauty of diyas is
greatly enhanced and they
are getting good demand

from the market. Along
with this, they are also
preparing incense sticks, in
which 15 types of herbs are
being used. Panchdeep
Thali is also being pro-
duced by them. It is worth
mentioning that Bihaan
Bazar has also been set up
in Durg city for the sale of
local products for Diwali.
Local products are boom-
ing in the Bihan market
and a large number of peo-
ple are doing festive shop-
ping from this place.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: On
Wednesday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected the devel-
opment works under the
flagship schemes of the
government in Dhamdha.
He inspected the Khajri
Nullah to assess the posi-
tive changes that occurred
with the works of Narva
Yojana. Seven and a half
kilometre long channel of
this nullah was treated
and rejuvenated which
brought a significant
change.

Earlier, the farmers hav-
ing fields on the banks of
the nullah used to fetch
water from borewells.
After the rejuvenation,
there is enough water in
the nullah and the farm-
ers are pumping water
from it to irrigate their

fields. The farmers having
fields within half a kilo-
metre on both sides of the
nullah are getting water
for irrigation from this
nullah.

The concerned officials
informed that before treat-
ment, this nullah was able
to hold water only till the
month of January. But
this year, they are expect-
ing that the nullah will
have water for a longer pe-
riod. The underground
water level has improved
significantly in Dargaon,
Biroda and Khajri.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan was
also present during the in-
spection.

At Danikokadi, the
Collector oversaw the bari
being run by the women's
groups. Women have
grown cabbage, brinjal,
guar bean, etc. The

women of Nav Jyoti SHG
stated that this season
each woman of the group
earned Rs 20000.

The Collector also visit-
ed Anganwadi in this vil-
lage. He inquired about
the number of listed chil-
dren as well as their pres-
ence. He took information
about their weight and ac-
tivities being conducted in

the centre. 23 out of 30
children were present on
the day.

Among them, three
were malnourished. The
Collector asked the an-
ganwadi workers to take
special care of the mal-
nourished children and
prepare a diet plan for
them. The workers in-
formed that they serve

hot and fresh food to the
children and make efforts
to provide the food at a
fixed time.

The Collector also in-
spected the school in
Medsara. Internal evalua-
tion was going on at this
school. Teachers said that
the internal assessment is
being conducted to check
the academic loss of chil-
dren during the Covid pe-
riod. The Collector asked
the teachers to prepare a
special action plan for the
students who suffered loss
in studies.

The Collector also in-
spected the Health Center
in Dargaon. He interacted
with the patients in the
OPD. He gave instructions
to run OPD in the new
building. The Collector
also gave instructions re-
garding other arrange-
ments in the hospital.

Eleven gamblers 
held from Supela

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: On
Wednesday, police raided a
gambling den in Supela
and arrested 11 people red
handed while gambling on
playing cards.
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that acting on the
tip off, a team of Supela
Police Station conducted a
raid at Adarshpara in
Supela and rounded up 11
people while gambling on
playing cards.

Rs 33990 cash and play-
ing cards were recovered
from them. They have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
sections 151, 107, 116(3) of
CrPC. The accused are
identified as Rajat Sahni
(24) son of Dilip Sahni,
Roshan Lal Chauhan (25)
son of Rajkumar, Sagar

Chauhan (25) son of
Birendra Chauhan,
Jagdish Murti (24) son of
Shyam Murthi, Narendra
Chauhan (22) son of
Rajendra, Sheikh Zubair
(30) son of Sheikh
Mohammed, Pradeep
Tandi (24) son of Ganpati
Tandi, Rakesh Gaikwad

(22) son of Gopal, Mukesh
Chauhan (24) son of
Surendra Chauhan,
Hemant Sahu (30) son of
Vasudev and Ritesh Singh
(33) son of Sikandar
Singh, all residents of
Indira Nagar, Gautam
Nagar and Lakshmi mar-
ket Supela.

Jeweller murdered in broad daylight;
accused caught on CCTV

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: In a sensa-
tional incident, a jeweller
was killed by two masked
robbers in broad daylight
at Amleshwar on
Thursday. The victim was
alone at his shop when the
masked robbers entered
the shop as customers and
attacked him with fire
weapons. The robbers then
escaped with cash and jew-
ellery.

Locals rushed the victim
to the hospital where he
succumbed during treat-
ment. The entire incident
was captured in the CCTV
camera installed in the
shop. Both the accused
were young men and were
wearing black face masks.
Police have recovered a
bike bearing registration
number JH12-N-2701 which
was used by the accused.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
around 13:20 hrs at the
shop - Samriddhi Jewellers
situated at Tiranga Square
of Amleshwar. As per the
routine, the shop owner
Surendra Kumar Soni (52)
son of Raghav Ram Soni a
resident of Wood Island
Colony, Amleshwar had
opened the shop on
Thursday morning.
Around 13:15 hrs, he was

alone at the shop as there
were no customers. Taking
advantage of the situation,
two masked men entered
the shop posing as cus-
tomers. After some time,
they opened fire on Soni
with a pistol. Soni fell on
the ground after which the
accused looted cash and
jewellery from the shop
and escaped. They were
seen walking away in a
normal manner with the

bags of jewellery and cash.
When the locals came to

know about the incident,
they immediately in-
formed the police after
which the victim was
rushed to Medical College
Hospital in Raipur. The vic-
tim succumbed during
treatment at the hospital.
Senior Police officers
reached the spot and a
crime scene investigation
was conducted. Police ex-

amined the CCTV footage
and found that the entire
incident was recorded in
the device. The accused
were clearly seen in the
footage. Police have re-
leased the pictures of the
accused and are trying to
identify and trace the ab-
sconding accused. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava claimed
that the accused will be ar-
rested soon. Further inves-
tigations are on.
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Rejuvenated Khajri nullah benefits over 450 farmers
Collector inspects development works in Dhamdha

Order for one million diyas 
received for Gujarat and Rajasthan

35000 diyas dispatched,
production underway at
Durg Urban Gauthan 

p At Indian Housing
Urban Conclave 2022
in Rajkot, Gujarat

Free Testing Camp for Divyangjan at Khodgaon & Narayanpur concludes

Rs 44 crore to be spent for repairs
of 288 roads in civic bodies

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: Rungta
College of Science and
Technology and Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management under the
aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions cele-
brated their Fresher's Party
officially at college with
great enthusiasm. For the
very first time in the histo-
ry of the college Fresher's
party was celebrated in
such a grand way.

The successful event had
a lot of programs that were
held which included dance
and songs by the students,
also they had standup and
rap songs by fresher stu-

dents. The theme for the
freshers' event was
Bollywood, a lot of students
dressed stunningly portray-
ing some Bollywood charac-
ters. The aim of this party
was mainly to bring all the
RCST and RISM students
under one roof. The event
was organised by the stu-
dents with the help of facul-
ty members. Students with

a lot of cooperation, team-
work, and good spirit
worked hard to make this
event a grand success.
Principal of RCST Dr Tripti
Agrawal Jain and the
Principal of RISM Dr
Anurag Sharma supported,
encouraged and guided the
students. At the time of the
event students' work was
appreciated by them. The

event started with the lamp
lighting and Saraswati
Pooja held by the digni-
taries. Apart from various
cultural programmes, there
was a lot more to the never-
forgettable fresher's party
and that was DJ Ravinesh.

There was DJ and dance
for all. The students danced
and enjoyed it very much, it
was also heard that it was
the best party the freshers
ever had. With the inten-
tion of the more the merri-
er, the party included more
than 600 students and 40
faculties. After that, there
were yummy snacks and
delicious dinners for all.
The tags among the fresh-
ers were included and the

Freshers’ party held with fervour at
Sanjay Rungta Group of Institutions

Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi to monitor
the works as nodal officer 
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Assembly Speaker Mahant congratulates Kharge 

Raipur, Oct 20:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant and Lok Sabha
member from Korba
Jyotsana Mahant on
Thursday congratulated
the former Union
Minister Mallikarjun
Kharge on his election
to the post of All India
Congress Committee

(AICC) President. Both
the leaders from
Chhattisgarh paid a
courtesy visit to him. Dr
Mahant said that party
would be further
strengthening with the
experience and leader-
ship skills and added
that Congmen are en-
thusiastic over the ele-
vation of Kharge as
Congress President.

Karan wins Jr and Sub Jr Table Tennis titles
Raipur, Oct 20: Karan
Malhotra won the Junior
Under 19 and Sub Junior
Under 15 championships
in the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table
Tennis tournament 2022
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Life Insurance
Corporation of India at
Sapre School TT Hall here
on Thursday.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA

Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) Deputy Chairman
Shiv Singh Thakur was
the chief guest of the

prize distribution and con-
cluding ceremony where-
as Chhattisgarh Para
Table Tennis Committee
Chairman Rajesh Lunia
presided over the func-

tion.
Sushmita Shome from

Bilaspur defeated
Abhigya Kannauje from
Rajnangaon with the
score of 4-1 in the Junior
Girls championship final
whereas Charavi
Mandharia from Durg de-
feated Surchi Verma from
Durg with the score of 3-1
to clinch the Sub Junior
Girls title.’

Pradeep Joshi was the
Chief Referee whereas
Vimal Nair, Sishir Gupta
and Abhinav Sharma
were the other officials
during the matches.

Odisha Day celebrated with gusto
Raipur, Oct 20: Being a
pioneer in embracing and
celebrating diversity and
cultural grandeur of the
motherland NH Goel
World School celebrated
Odisha Day on Thursday.
The auspicious day began
with renowned Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagannath which
witnessed overwhelming
participation from stu-
dents and other stake hold-
ers with religious fervour
and gusto. The procession
was taken out amidst
blowing of conch shells,
beating of drums and the
chant of Jai Jagannath re-
verberating in the premis-
es of the school. The pro-
gramme was presided
over by Bhakt Charan
Das, former Union
Minister who along with
other dignitaries, Suresh

Goel, Chairman,
Rajendra Goel,
Managing Director, SK
Tomar, Director
Administration, Krishna
Bhati, Principal  and Dr
Awinash Pandey, Vice
Principal.

Addressing the gather-

ing the chief guest laud-
ed the effort of the insti-
tution for organizing the
day and urged the stu-
dents to respect the rich
cultural traditions of dif-
ferent states as this binds
us in a bond of harmony.

The first attraction of

the celebration was a
poem by teachers after
which followed an array
of dance and song per-
formances. The audience
lost themselves in soulful
songs like
Ja g annathVandana,
DurgaVandana and
UtkalDiwasVandana.
The folk and classical
dances by students, par-
ents and teachers enrap-
tured and transported
the audience to the heart-
land of Odisha.

The programme was
followed by Mahaprasad
in the school cafetaria
wherein everyone par-
took of the delicacies pre-
pared under the supervi-
sion of the Pandas who
had consented to come all
the way from Jagannath
Temple, Puri.

Preparations for Rajyotsava and National Tribal
Dance Festival in full swing

Raipur, Oct 20: On the oc-
casion of Chhattisgarh
State Foundation Day,
preparations are in full
swing for the 23rd
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival and
‘Rajya Alankaran
Samaroh’ to be held at
Science College ground in
Raipur from November 1 to
3. Departmental officers
have also been directed for
a grand event of
Rajyotsava and Tribal
Dance Festival. In order to
give a grand look to this
event by the state govern-
ment, the Chief Ministers
and heads of all the states
and union territories of
the country, representa-
tives of different countries
and republics are also in-
vited to participate in the
National Tribal Dance

Festival and celebrate the
art-culture, tradition of
their country. In order to
ensure the participation of
tribal artists from different
states of the country in the
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival, on
behalf of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the state’s
public representatives and

senior tribals visited differ-
ent states to invite the
Chief Ministers of the
States and various Union
Territories. State adminis-
trators are also being invit-
ed. In this series,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Gurudayal Banjare invited
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Dwarkadhish Yadav invited

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha, MLA
Daleshwar Sahu gave invi-
tation to Puducherry Chief
Minister Rangaswamy,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Shishupal Sori invited
Jammu -Kashmir Chief
Secretary, Arun Mehta and
GM of Minor Forest
Produce Association, S.
Manivasagan has invited
Mr. Thangam Thennarasu,

Minister of Industries,
Government of Tamil
Nadu. It is worth mention-
ing that for the purpose of
preserving and promoting
the tribal art culture, cus-
toms, festivals, tradition of
Chhattisgarh and for the ex-
change of art and culture of
the tribal people living in
other countries of the world
including the states of the
country, the grand tribal
dance is being organised. It
is worth mentioning that
last year more than 1400
artists from 25 states of
India participated in the
National Tribal Dance
Festival, while guest artists
from more than six coun-
tries including Sri Lanka,
Bellaros, Uganda,
Bangladesh have participat-
ed along with the art and
culture of their country.

High priority schemes should be 
implemented promptly: Chief Secretary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 20: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
directed the officials of
the State Government to
speed up the implementa-
tion of high priority
schemes of the State
Government. The Chief
Secretary reviewed the
progress of high priority
schemes of the State
Government at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here. In the
meeting, arrangements
for the operation of other
offices including public
service guarantee, dis-
trict office, office of su-
perintendent of police,
district hospital in the
new five districts,
schemes of the govern-
ment operated under
DBT, status of vacant
posts of government de-

partments, progress of
revenue growth includ-
ing other plans were re-
viewed in detail.

While reviewing the
high priority schemes of
the state government, the
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed the officers of all the
departments to take ac-
tion in the matters of
public service guarantee
in time-limit.

The Chief Secretary
has instructed the offi-
cers to make necessary
coordination with the

NIC to register the
progress of the priority
schemes of the state gov-
ernment in the portal.
Similarly, necessary in-
structions were given to
the officials of Mineral
Department and
Transport Department
regarding installation of
cameras at different
places as per require-
ment. In-charge secre-
taries of all departments
attended the meeting or-
ganized through video
conferencing.

No blanket ban on liquor in
Chhattisgarh: Singh Deo

Raipur, Oct 20: Ruling out
blanket ban on liquor in
Chhattisgarh, health min-
ister TS Singh Deo said
that liquor would be
banned only in 61 develop-
ment blocks of state while
there would be no liquor
ban in tribal area of the
state.

Reacting to BJP’s
demonstration over liquor
ban he said that it was BJP
which had made policy of
selling liquor. The commit-
tee formed by BJP for
liquor ban had conducted
recruitment and opened

beer bars, he said, adding
that those making such
policy should not raise
question. According to
him illicit liquor was being

sold in Gujarat. Even in
Bihar liquor ban has been
mere a formality, he noted.

BJP says it never
promised blanket ban on
liquor

BJP media in-charge
Amit Chimnani said that it
was surprising that
Congress promised com-
plete ban on liquor in its
manifesto and now it was
telling what used to hap-
pen during BJP’s tenure.
BJP never promised com-
plete ban he said, adding
that this promise was
made by the Congress

party during the election
campaign in the whole
state through big posters.
During election campaign-
ing, the Congress talked
about fulfilling every
promise after coming to
power, Chimnani said and
added that liquor had now
become trade for Congress
government.

Citing the audio, he said
that the Congress leaders
themselves had been mak-
ing illegal recovery from
liquor shops. Many of au-
dios on such recovery have
gone viral, he said.

AAKASHDEEPS

The earlier times ‘Aakashdeeps’ (air lanterns) are high-on demand this Diwali and
have been flashed in large number by road-side shops.

Ritesh Agrawal given
additional charge as

CEO -CHiPS

Raipur, Oct 20: IAS offi-
cer Ritesh Agrawal has
been given additional
charge of CEO-CHiIPS. It
is notable here that ED
has recently conducted
raid against Sameer
Bishnoi in coal-related
scam and he was work-
ing as CEO CHiPS. ED
has also taken 8 days cus-
tody and is interrogating
with him.

So in his place the state
government has appoint-
ed IAS Ritesh Agrawal as
CEO CHiPS, already hav-
ing the charge of MD
Chhattisgarh State Text-
Book Corporation and
the charge that of
MARKFED with
Bishnoi, has been given
to IAS Manoj Soni.

Artists-representa-
tives of states and
neighboring coun-
tries are being invit-
ed by the state gov-
ernment

Grand tribal dance
festival will be
organized from 1st
to 3rd November

On election as Cong President

CM Baghel presents gift of 40 devp works worth Rs 23.90 cr
Pamgarh, Oct 20: During
an event held in
Shivrinarayan today, the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
performed the
Bhumipoojan of 40 works
worth Rs. 23 crores 90 lakh
for the Pamgarh
Vidhansabha region. Out
of these, he conducted the
Bhumipoojan of 26 works
worth Rs. 16 crores 14 lakh
53 thousand and the inau-
guration of 14 works worth
Rs. 7 crores 75 lakh 44 thou-
sand.

The Chief Minister con-
ducted the Bhumipoojan of
4 works in Co-operative
Bank worth Rs. 5 crores, 11
works in Rural
Engineering Service
worth Rs.2.35 crore, 2
works for Water Resource
Subdivision in Janjgir

worth Rs. 5.23crore, one
work for the Health and
Family Welfare
Department worth Rs. 2.43
crore, two works for the
Public Welfare
Department worth Rs. 4.54
crore, 7 works for Gram
Panchayat worth Rs. 81
lakh crore, making a total
of 26 works worth Rs. 16.14

crore. Similarly, the Chief
Minister also inaugurated
one work for the Health
and Family Welfare
Department worth Rs. 2.17
crore, two works for the
Nagar Panchayat
Shivrinarayan worth Rs.
45 lakh crore, two works
for Rural Engineering
Service worth Rs. 1.69

crore, 7 works for Gram
Panchayat worth Rs. 46
lakh, one work for the
Public Works Department
worth Rs. 1.21 crore, and
one work for the
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board worth Rs. 1.75
crores, making a total of 14
works worth Rs. 7.75
crores.

Library named after novelist Thakur Jagmohan Singh to be built in Shivrinarayan

Shivrinaryaan, Oct 20:
Chief MinisterChief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel met the heads of
various communities
and representatives of
social organizations at
the rest house in
Shivrinarayan Nagar of
Janjgir-Champa district
late on Wednesday, as a

part of his statewide
‘ B h e n t - M u l a q a t
Abhiyan’.

Bhupesh Baghel On
this occasion, the Other
Backward Classes or-
ganization honored the
Chief Minister by
weighing him against
Chhattisgarhi delicacies
including ‘Thethri-
Khurmi’. A photograph
was presented to the
Chief Minister on behalf
of the Aushadhi Vikreta
Sangh. The representa-
tives of Satnami Samaj
Nawagarh and Pamgarh
congratulated Shri
Baghel and gave him
best wishes for becom-
ing India’s Best
Performing Chief
Minister in the nation-
wide survey.

Meanwhile, the Chief

Minister approved a fi-
nancial grant of Rs 1.60
crore on the demand of
representatives of vari-
ous social organizations.
He gave instructions to
build a library in
Shivrinarayan and
name it after novelist
Thakur Jagmohan
Singh. The Chief
Minister said that
Thakur Jagmohan

Singh was a famous nov-
elist as well as a
Tehsildar of
Shivrinarayan. He di-
rected the Collector to
inspect the place and
prepare an estimate for
installation of the statue
of Maharana Pratap at
Janjgir by Thakur
Samaj. In the pro-
gramme, the Chief
Minister also approved a

grant of Rs 20 lakh to the
Sikh community for the
construction of
Dharamshala in the
Gurudwara of Pamgarh
block besides approving
construction of Ghat.
Similarly, an amount of
Rs 15 lakh was sanc-
tioned for construction
of the community hall of
Swarnakar Samaj and
Rs.25 lakh to Nayak

Banjara Samaj for com-
munity hall construc-
tion. Similarly, Rs 20
lakh for upgradation of
Dharamshala of
Kesharwani Samaj, Rs
10 lakh each for con-
struction of additional
room in Dharamshala of
Devangan Samaj in
Rahod and
Shakambhari Bhawan
in Kesla, Rs 25 lakh each
for construction of com-
munity hall in
Shivrinarayan on the de-
mand of Satnami Samaj
and for hostel building
of Kenwat Nishad
Samaj. Besides, Rs 10
lakhs was sanctioned to
Satguru Seva Samiti
Pamgarh for cultural
building and stage con-
struction. MLA
Pamgarh Indu Banjare,

Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Shrivastava and other
public representatives
and officials were also
present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Baghel
also gave his nod for re-
naming Parshuram
Chowk and beautifica-
tion of the fair site by
Guru Ghasidas
Satganwa Mela
Committee. Approval
was given for the repair
of the building and
school of Yadav Samaj
and construction of
Muktidham for Sarathi
Samaj. On the demand of
Kurmi Samaj, he in-
structed the officers con-
cerned to take necessary
action to make Sardar
Patel Chowk and up-
grade Rahaud as a tehsil.

Gujarati Community Raipur honoured 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 20: It was a
red letter day for the mem-
bers of Gujarati
Community settled in
Chhattisgarh when they
got a chance to be felicitat-
ed at Pravasi Gujrati Parv
in Ahmedabad. In this
event members from
Gujarati community from
20 different countries and
about 1500 Gujarati mem-
bers from different states
gave their presence. All the
guests from India and
abroad were invited to a
dinner hosted by the
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra

Patel. The entire ministry
of Gujarat government
were also present on this
occasion. At the conclud-
ing ceremony Gujarati
Community Raipur was
honoured by Ramesh Bhai
Ojha and Dwarkeshlal
Maharaj for their out-
standing work during
Covid pandemic and serv-
ices towards mankind. The

delegation from
Chhattisgarh was led by
Kirti Bhai Vyas and other
members were Jayant
Taunk from Kutcy Gurjar
Kshatriya Samaj, Jayesh
Bhai Paithalia from
Machu Kathai Sai Suthar
Samaj and Lalit Pujara
from Bilaspur. Chairman
of the event Praful Bhai
Nayak expressed his grati-

tude towards all the guests
from India and abroad
along with the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Gujarat CM and entire
Gujarat government for
their support. The invitees
at the meet were called on
the stage as spokesperson
of their respective areas
and to share their feelings
and experience. Among the
invitees include big names
from the world of Cricket,
big pharma houses, big
traders, religious heads of
Swaminaryan sect, award
winning  film makers, bur-
creats of Gujarati commu-
nity in different countries,
Vaishnav sect head and
many more representa-
tives of Gujarati communi-
ty who are the shinning
stars in their respective
areas.

NSO organizes cleanliness drive at Mahadev Ghat
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 20: A clean-
liness drive was organ-
ised by the National
Statistical Office (NSO),
Regional Office Raipur
today for the purpose of
cleanliness awareness in
the premises of
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Temple and the sur-
rounding premises of
Mahadev Ghat. Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General
Regional Office Raipur,
inaugurated the pro-
gram. The chief priest of
the temple Mahant
Suresh Giri was also
present on the occasion.

Deputy Director
General Sahu apprised
the people present about
the objectives of the

cleanliness program and
stressed on the need for
continuous awareness
campaign to maintain
the cleanliness of the
temple premises and
ghat.

‘Shramdaan’ was done
by him in the cleanliness

program along with the
officers and employees of
the office. It is worth
mentioning that the
Mahant of the temple
and other citizens pres-
ent also contributed sig-
nificantly in this work.
The Assistant Director of

the office, George Minz ,
the in-charge of the
Notional Sub-Regional
Office and the Senior
Statistical Officer PL
Sonwani, RK Srivastava
and O.P. Sahu and RN
Soni, Drawing
Disbursement Officer
also attended. In this pro-
gram, all the Senior
Statistics Officers of the
office, Junior Statistics
officers , all the employ-
ees of the administrative
section, besides Survey
Supervisors and Survey
Enumerators also partic-
ipated.

Under this Special
Campaign 2.0, a cleanli-
ness awareness cam-
paign was organized by
the National Statistical
Office, Raipur in the
Government Middle

School premises at Mana
Camp, Raipur and stu-
dents were given sugges-
tions about using other
eco-friendly alternatives
instead of using single
use plastic. Apart from
this, a similar program
will also be organized on
Oct 21 at Sub-Regional
Office Durg under
Regional Office, Raipur.

It is worth mentioning
that the Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances (
DAPRG) is conducting
campaigns under Special
Campaign 2.0 in selected
offices of all the
Ministries of the
Government of India, the
progress of which is
being reviewed at a high
level on a daily and week-
ly basis.

Closing Ceremony for 
‘Sangathan 2022’ in Amity held

Raipur, Oct 20: Amidst
loud cheering and huge
gathering of faculty and
students ‘Sangathan-2022’
a month-long mega event,
came to a spirited close
today on 20th October with
march-past, colourful folk-
dance performance by the
students and prize distri-
bution. Inaugurated on 8th
September 2022 by the Pro
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.)
Piyush Kant Pandey,
Sangathan witnessed
multi-sport competitions
among students from all
schools of the University.
The event was full of com-
petitive sports, both
Indoor (Carom, Table
Tennis and Chess) and
Outdoor (Kabaddi,
Football, Volleyball,
Athletic and Basketball).

The message of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Rajendra Kumar Pandey
was presented by registrar
Dr. Suresh Dhyani. In his
message Prof. Pandey said
Sangathan is an event
where students gather to-
gether to show their talent
in sport, cultural activities
and team buildings. New
bonds are formed during
the Sangathan where the
students learn from each

other while becoming life-
long friends. Sangathan
also instill in everyone the
pride of being Amitians
and the confidence that
they are the fortunate in-
heritors of the great vi-
sion of our hon’ble
Founder President.

The closing ceremony
commenced with address
by Prof. (Dr.) Piyush Kant
Pandey. In his address,
Prof. Pandey expressed his
gratitude to Founder
President Amity Dr.
Ashok K Chauhan for his
leadership. “Sports teach
students to face adversi-
ty”, he said. He also con-
gratulates the thirty-nine
students of Amity
University Chhattisgarh
selected to participate in

the intern Amity
University sports meet
scheduled to be held at
Amity University Noida
Campus form October 27
to 31. Mentioning reasons
for this year’s Sangathan
being special, as
Sangathan 2022 witnessed
participation from seven
schools. Further, he
thanked the advisory
Committee and
Organizing Committee for
organizing this grand
event successfully.

Dean Student Welfare
Prof. (Dr.) V.P. Kolla pre-
sented the Sangathan re-
port. In the inter-school
folk dance competition
students performed
Karma, Bhangra, Rouf,
Kaikotti kali, Bihu, Garba,

Lavani, Kalbelia, Dhamail
dances. The overall win-
ner of the annual sports
meet was Amity Business
School with 10 gold medals
and 8 silver medals to
their bag. Amity Law
School followed with 5
gold medals and 1 silver
medal. Overall, 23 Gold
and 23 Silver medals were
distributed to students in
the Prize Distribution pro-
gram. Prof. Pandey felici-
tated the judges and refer-
ees with Memento for
their contribution in
Sangathan.

The closing ceremony
drew to a close with the
vote of thanks by
Registrar, Amity
University Chhattisgarh,
Dr. Suresh Dhyani.

Dipayan of DPS Raipur tops in India
Raipur, Oct 20: Ornate
with a perfect 100 in
Science too after CBSE’s
AISSE’s re-evaluation ver-
dict, Delhi Public School,
Raipur’s Dipayan Biswas’s
scintillating 500 out of 500
i.e. 100/100 in English,
Mathematics, Social
Science, Sanskrit and
Science, is the ‘rarest of
rare’ feat achieved by any
student in the annals of
the school’s history and
hence in the state.

Even as the topper in
school with 99.2% in Class
10 boards declared earlier
in June, Dipayan wasn’t
quite satisfied and re-
marked, “I had expected
100/100 in Science too,
where did my 4marks go?”
With this he set out to
apply for re-evaluation
and was awarded those 4
marks short of 100 in

Science. Presently,
Dipayan has taken
Humanities and wishes to
pursue acting as his ca-
reer.

The whole school is ec-
static with his resonant re-
sult.The Principal, Mr.
Raghunath Mukherjee
was so full of praise for
Dipayan and the school
faculty that he couldn’t
stop exclaiming, “We’ve
proved ourselves as one of

the top schools of India!”
Pro-Vice Chairman,

Baldeo Singh Bhatia ex-
tended his congratulations
to Dipayan for starting off
as an ace in his first phase
of schooling. Senior
Member of the manage-
ment committee, Mr. Vijay
Shahtoo extolled his per-
formance saying, “DPS is
a platform where a child
gets the optimum opportu-
nity to train himself phys-
ically and mentally, thanks
to the competent faculty,
teaching pedagogy, co-cur-
riculum and technological
knowhow that is updated
as and when required.
Hence in time to come,
DPS will certainly pro-
duce many more toppers
who will get aligned with
the main stream of the
systems governing the
country.”

Ensure strict adherence to the quality
standards in the works of JJM: CM

Shivrinaryan, Oct 20:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, while addressing
the meeting of officers in
Shivrinarayan during his
Bhent-Mulaqat visit, said
that strict adherence to the
quality standards should
be ensured in the ongoing
works of drinking water
schemes under Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM). Certain
complaints have been re-
ceived in the context from
this area and the problems
so reported should be re-
solved as soon as possible.
In some villages of the re-
gion, the farmers of sub-
merged areas have not yet
received the compensation

amount. Baghel directed
the Collector to make sure
that the farmers receive
the compensation they are
entitled for. Baghel gave
instructions to prepare a
concrete action plan to en-
sure supply of water to the
fields of tail area under
the irrigation project. CM
Baghel said that as far as
possible force should not
be involved in removing
encroachment on govern-
ment land.

Chief Minister also
said that the small grant
amounts sanctioned by
the government are im-
portant for poor families
and they should not have
to frequently visit the gov-
ernment offices to get that
financial aid released.

Baghel directed the offi-
cials to ensure maximum
convenience of the benefi-
ciaries in this regard.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that the announce-
ments made by the gov-
ernment should be imple-
mented on priority in the
given time-frame. He said
that the paddy harvesting
season is about to begin
and now a large quantity
of hay would get stacked
up in the farm. Farmers
should be encouraged to
donate this hay to
Gauthans. Public aware-
ness programs should be
conducted in this regard.
Chief Minister further
said that the administra-
tion should now focus on
the new Gauthans, besides
the self-supporting
Gauthans. Baghel said
that a large number of
people migrate to other
cities for employment. But
if the livelihood activities
are actively conducted in
gauthans and rural indus-
trial parks, people will not
have to wander in search
of work.

Chief Minister said that
Shivrinarayan is a major

religious and historical
tourist destination of the
state. The government is
developing adequate facil-
ities for the convenience
of the tourists visiting
here. Chief Minister di-
rected the officials to re-
pair the roads of rural as
well as urban areas. He
gave instructions to take
strict action against ille-
gal liquor, gambling, bet-
ting and drugs. In the
meeting, Mr. Baghel spe-
cially emphasized on im-
proving the quality of
school education. Officers
were directed to conduct
regular inspection visits
to the schools and ensure
the necessary improve-
ments.

Commissioner Dr
Sanjay Alang, IG Mr
Ratanlal Dangi, Secretary
to Chief Minister Ankit
Anand, Secretary in-
charge Dhananjay
Devangan, Collector
Taaran Prakash Sinha, SP
Vijay Aggarwal, District
Panchayat CEO Fariha
Alam Siddiqui along with
district and block level of-
ficers were present in the
meeting.
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Make an action plan
to supply water till
the tail area

Strict action to be
taken against illegal
liquor, gambling
and betting

Rapid development
of tourism facilities
in Shivrinarayan

At Pravasi Gujrati
Parv

Manorama Mishra

Raipur: Manorama Mishra
breathed her last here on

Thursday. She
was W/o senior
journalist Late
Shri Baban
Prasad Mishra.
The final rites
were performed
at Devendra
Nagar cremato-

rium. She was mother of Girish
Mishra, Satish Mishra, Nilima
Shukla, Dr Madhurima Dubey,
Manish Mishra and sister-in-
law of Anurag Shukla and
Anurag Dubey. She was elder
sister-in-law of Ganesh Prasad
Mishra, Ripsudan Mishra and
Subhash Mishra. CM Bhupesh
Baghel has condoled her sad de-
mise and prayed for peace to the
departed soul.

OBITUARY

CM meets repre-
sentatives of vari-
ous communities
and social organi-
zations

Locals honored CM
by weighing him
against ‘Thethri-
Khurmi’ and other
Ch’garhi delicacies



Konta, Oct 20: Sukma
District Superintendent of
Police Sunil Sharma,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Kiran Chavan,
under the able guidance of
Om Chandel and under the
direction of SDOP
Dornapal Nishant Pathak,
during the search opera-
tion of the missing person,
on 16.10.2022, by the police
station Errabor village of
Madhya Pradesh found a
missing person Mangal
Baiga father of Sukhar
Dindori district Dindori.
Amru Baiga, aged 60, was
handed over to his family
members after handing
over them from the police
station Errabor area. The
said missing person is a
mentally challenged per-
son who was wandering in
the Errabor area of
??Sukma district after
being On inquiring about
his name and address, Dr.
Rajesh, the operator of the
NGO “Maa Society Konta”,
operating in Konta, was
contacted, through whom
the address of his family
members was contacted,
after which his family’s
daughter Mrs. Sangeeta
husband Mohan Binjhwar
resident Sukhar Dindori
(Madhya Pradesh) reached
the police station Errabor
with his family members,

then the elderly Mangal
Baiga was handed over to
them. The family members
of the elderly expressed
their gratitude to the
Sukma police. The police
dent the man  home
Sukhar Dindori (Madhya
Pradesh) after getting new
clothes and a bus ticket to
board the bus.

Bilaspur, Oct 20: DRM
Bilaspur Praveen Pandey
on Wednesday while foot
plating in engine conduct-
ed safety inspection of
Bi laspur-Khongsara -
Bilaspur section. DRM set
out in the morning by
Bilaspur-Shahdol MEMU
Special along with Sr DOM
and other senior officials.
He travelled in the engine
and while foot plating
reached Khongsara station.
At Khongsara station he in-
spected the running room
and got apprised with the
facilities available there. He
also inspected coupling
working being undertaken
by the transport assistants.
On his return he continued
foot plating from the engine
of a goods train to reach
Bilaspur. While foot plating
he also inspected track, sig-
nal equipments, interlock-
ing, points, OHE etc from
the safety angle. He also

watched the working of
crew staff. He was joined
by Sr DOM Dr P C Tripathi,
DEE(Operation) V Ravi, Sr
DE( Special) Abhishek
Singh and senior inspec-
tors of different depart-
ments.
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Bemetara, Oct 19: 

State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated 25 new tehsils of the
state from his official resi-
dence in the capital
Raipur in a virtual pro-
gramme. In which the new
tehsil Bhimbhauri was
also included by separat-
ing it from the develop-
ment block Berla of
Bemetara district.

He inaugurated the said
new Tehsil office on
Monday at 11.30 am
through virtual medium.
During this, a wave of hap-
piness ran among the vil-
lagers present.
Congratulating and wish-
ing the people on this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister

said that common citizens
will no longer have to trav-
el far for revenue related
work.

Today 10 sub-divisions
and 25 new tehsils have
been  started in the state.
The Chief Minister said
that the establishment of
new sub-divisions and
tehsils would benefit all
the citizens of the state, as
well as facilitate smooth
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and
tightening administrative
work, government
schemes and basic facili-
ties easily available to the
general public.

The pace of develop-
ment will also increase. In
the said new tehsil, there
will be a total of 2 revenue
divisions iz. Bhimbhauri
and Gondgiri, in which 15
Patwari Halkas are includ-
ed. The total area of the
new tehsil will be 24024

hectares. There are total 32
gram panchayats in
Bhimbhauri tehsil and 39
villages are included in
them, where total popula-
tion is 55,420, out of which
males are 27,796 and fe-
males are 27,624.

On this occasion, MLA
Bemetara Ashish Kumar
Chhabra said that the peo-
ple of the area would bene-
fitted from the opening of
tehsil office in
Bhimbhauri, as they will
not have to go to the Tehsil
office, Berla for minor rev-
enue related work. Rs 4 cr
has been sanctioned for
four-lane road between
Pirda Chowk to
Bhimbhauri.

With the opening of
tehsil office in
Bhimbhauri, now
Bhimbhauri will be devel-
oped. The Chief Minister
transferred the amount of
the third installment

under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana.
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla said that the virtu-
al inauguration of the new
tehsil office at
Bhimbhauri was done by
the Chief Minister. Trying
to bring the administra-
tion to the lower level in
the direction of decentral-
ization will facilitate the
common citizens. With the
formation of Tehsil, rev-
enue matters will be sim-
plified. People will get easy
settlement of their rev-
enue related work.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpayee, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Pankaj Patel, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue Berla Sandeep
Thakur, Block level offi-
cers, employees and a
large number of villagers
were present.

Bhimbhauri comes into existence
as the 7th tehsil of the district 

 CM Baghel 
virtually launched
it from Raipur

Mungeli, Oct 20:

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
Girish Devangan flagged
off the development chari-
ot in a ceremony here at
Adarsh ??Krishi Upaj
Mandi. Addressing the
program, the Chairman
said that according to the
wishes of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, efforts
are being made to take the
benefits of all the schemes
of the government to the
last person.

He said that as soon as
Bhupesh Baghel became
the Chief Minister, first of
all the loans of the farm-

ers were waived off, the
electricity bill was re-
duced and under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiless
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, the work is being
done to put money in the
accounts of farmers, land-
less laborers and livestock
farmers.

Shri Dhanwantri
Medical Store is being op-
erated to provide relief to
the common people from
expensive medicines,
through which generic
medicines are being made
available to the people at
affordable rates, he fur-

ther said.
On this occasion,

District Panchayat
President Lekni Sonu
Chandrakar, Mungeli
Municipality President
Hemendra Goswami,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Vashi Ullah Khan,
Krishi Upaj Mandi
President Atma Singh
Kshatriya, Chhattisgarh
Building Construction
Workers Board member
Shyam Jaiswal, Member
of Fishermen Welfare
Board Prabhu Mallah, em-
inent citizens and coun-
cilors of Municipality
Mungeli and other public
representatives were pres-
ent.

Efforts to take govtt schemes to
the last person: Chairman CMDC

CRS inspects third
line and 

electrification work
Sambalpur, Oct 20: A M
Chowdhary, Commissioner of
Railway Safety,South Eastern
Circle inspected the Third line
& Electrification work between
Rupra Road- Norla Road-
Lanjigarh Road section of
Titlagarh- Vizianagaram third
line project in Sambalpur
Division on 20.10.2022.

Chowdhary, inspected safe-
ty-related aspects like over-
head equipments, Bridges,
Manned level crossings, Signal
& Telecommunication equip-
ments, Railway track, etc. and
also conducted a speed trial
between Lanjigarh Road to
Rupra Road. After the third line
& electrification of this sec-
tion in the division it will fur-
ther facilitate the smooth run-
ning of trains.

Divisional Railway Manager,
Sambalpur,  Vineet Singh,
Chief Administrative
Officer(Con), East Coast
Railway, Shri Amar Prakash
Dwivedi and other senior offi-
cials from ECoR Headquarters
& Sambalpur Division were
also accompanied during the
inspection.

Rajim, Oct 20: 

On the first day of dis-
tribution of the third in-
stallment of bonus under
Kisan Nyaya Yojna (KNY)
to the farmers, Rs 36.40
lakh were distributed to
466 farmers. Two counters
have been set up in the
District Co-operative
Central Bank branch
Rajim to distribute the
bonus amount. To cover
the crowd on sight, the
bank staff is engaged in
providing facilities as soon
as possible, despite this
people are giving duty
from morning till evening

in getting the bonus
amount.

Saturday is the festival
of Dhanteras, after that
Lakshmi Puja, Deepawali,
Annakoot, Bhai Dooj have
to be celebrated for five
consecutive festivals, for
which a lot of money is
needed, and this time the
Chief Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have given the bonus
on the occasion of the fes-
tival, sending cheers
among the agrarian com-
munity.

An elderly farmer wait-
ing for his turn, said that

only after getting this
money, there will be
arrangements for color,
paint, clothes and neces-
sary materials for the festi-
val.It has to be told that the
District Co-operative Bank
Administration has also
installed ATM machines
from where money can be
withdrawn, but due to not
having a card, they have to
queue up in banks. Some
youths standing there said
that if the money of the
District Co-operative Bank
is received through the
Choice Center also, there
will be facility to withdraw
money.

Banks witness crowds as 

farmers await distribution of KNY
36.50 lakh distributed to 466 farmers

DRM Bilaspur conducts safety inspection 

Koriya, Oct 20: Newly
posted District Collector
Vinay Kumar Langeh
started his district tour
from Sonhat block, and in
the first phase of the visit
he reached Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School
here. The Collector in-

spected the infrastructure
of the school and all the fa-
cilities for children, li-
brary, computer lab, sci-
ence lab, and playground
and gave necessary direc-
tions to improve them fur-
ther.

During this, Collector
Langeh while directing
the teachers said that in
teaching, take maximum
classes through computer
labs and smart classes, as
visual representation will
make it easier for the chil-

dren to understand and
learn the topics. The
Collector also had a direct
interaction with the stu-
dents and on the query of
how he got to become a
IAS and who was his inspi-
ration, the Collector
sketched his story in brief
and recalled the inspira-

tion of his father in him
becoming an IAS.

He also informed the
children about their
preparation, and he gave
the basic mantra to the
children to study hard and
work hard to achieve their
life goals. He said that the
students should enjoy life,
participate in sports, as
well as pay full attention to
studies. During this, SDM
Sonhat Amit Sinha and
block level officers-em-
ployees were present.

Collector visits SAGEMS

and interacts with students

Missing old man reunited with his family by police
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PROTEST RALLY

Youth Congress workers wearing PPE kits take out a protest march demanding a probe into alleged corruption in
the purchase of PPE kits during Covid-19 outbreak, in Kochi, Thursday. 

DIYAS FROM COW DUNG

Inmates prepare ‘diyas’ from cow dung at Agra Central jail in Agra, Thursday.

BRIEF

Suicide 
Mumbai: A well
known real estate de-
veloper allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
jumping from the 23rd
floor of a building in
Mumbai, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
An investigation is on
to ascertain the rea-
son behind the ex-
treme step taken by
builder Paras Porwal,
the official said with-
out elaborating.

Duped 
Gurugram: A retired
deputy director of se-
curity at the Lok
Sabha was allegedly
duped of over Rs 1
crore on the pretext of
investments in mutu-
al funds and shares,
police said. Sector 43
resident BL Ahuja (83)
retired as deputy di-
rector (security) at the
Lok Sabha in
November 2000.

Withdrawn
New Delhi: The
Delhi government on
Thursday issued an
order withdrawing
the Rs 500 fine for not
wearing masks in
public places in the
national capital. The
Delhi Disaster
Management
Authority (DDMA) in
a meeting last month
decided to stop levy-
ing the penalty after
September 30,
amid a decline in
COVID-19 cases.

Power
New Delhi: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has au-
thorised the city po-
lice commissioner to
detain under the
National Security Act
(NSA) people who
pose a threat to the na-
tional capital, sources
said on Thursday. The
order, which came
into force from
Wednesday, is effec-
tive till January 18
next year.

Spl campaign 
Chandigarh: Haryana
Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
on Thursday directed
the officials during a
meeting that a special
campaign should be
launched to make peo-
ple aware of eye dona-
tion. He said eye 
donation is truly a di-
vine deed.

Seize
New Delhi: Assets
worth over Rs 8.53
crore of a deceased
Rajasthan-based nar-
cotics dealer, who al-
legedly had links with
an African drug lord,
his family members
and associates have
been attached by the
ED as part of a money
laundering probe, the
agency said on
Thursday. The action
has been taken against
Subhash Dudani in a
case linked to manu-
facture and sale of
Methaqualone 
tablets, a prohibited
substance under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances 
(NDPS) Act.

View of waterlogged 
11th Cross Road in Bellandur

following heavy rains, in
Bengaluru, Thursday. 

Morena (MP), Oct 20 (PTI): 

Four persons, including
three members of a family,
were killed and six others
injured after a house,
where firecrackers were
stored by a tenant, col-
lapsed following a blast in
Banmore town of Madhya
Pradesh’s Morena district
on Thursday, a senior po-
lice official said.

The impact of the blast
was so severe that the
ground-plus-one-storey
structure was reduced to
rubble, while two nearby
houses were damaged.
The tenant’s wife, their
eight-year-old daughter, 18-
year-old son and one more
person died in the incident
that occurred around 11
am, he said.

The cause of the blast is
yet to be known, officials
said. “Four persons were
killed and six others in-
jured in the blast inci-
dent,” Inspector General
of Police (IG) Chambal
Range Rajesh Chawla said.

Banmore police station
in-charge Biresh
Kushwaha said the house
belonged to a man named
Nirmal Chand Jain.

The first floor of the
house was given on rent to
Jameel Khan, who resided
there with his family. He
had stored large quantity
of firecrackers in the
house without permis-
sion, another official said.

“Around 11 am, a blast
took place there. Its inten-
sity was so severe that the

entire structure collapsed
and a few people got
trapped under the debris,”
he said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Jameel Khan’s
wife Anno Khan (35), their
daughter Zoya and son
Mehmood, he said, adding
that one more person died
in the incident. However,
Jameel Khan survived as
he jumped off the terrace
immediately after the
blast. Of the six injured,
two were taken to Gwalior

after being given prelimi-
nary treatment at
Banmore local hospital,
while the rest are being
treated in Banmore, the IG
said. A case was registered
in connection with the in-
cident, the official said.

Meanwhile, Morena
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ashutosh Bagri told
PTI that the cause of the
blast is not clear yet.

The quantity of crack-
ers was not much, he said,
adding that it cannot be
said with certainty that
the blast took place be-
cause of gunpowder or
due to cylinder blast.

Experts are examining
the site to find out the rea-
son behind the blast, he
said. Senior Congress
leader and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath demanded a
probe into the incident
and urged the government
to take necessary steps for
prevention of such inci-
dents in view of the com-
ing Diwali festival.

Four killed in house blast 

Rescue operation underway after a blast in a house having a
godown of firecrackers, in Morena district, Thursday. 

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
said the Arvind Kejriwal-
led party wanted Delhi to be
‘AAP Nirbhar’ while the
BJP wanted the national
capital to be Atmanirbhar,
and asked people to choose
between the two in the MCD
elections.

Speaking at the launch of
a waste-to-energy (WTE)
plant in Tehkhand here,
Shah accused the Kejriwal
government of step-mother-
ly treatment to the erstwhile
three civic bodies and said it
owed Rs 40,000 crore to the
municipal corporations.

“They (Kejriwal-led
party) want Delhi to be AAP
Nirbhar. We want it to be-
come Atmanirbhar. In the
next Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) polls, people will

have to decide if they want
to be AAP Nirbhar or
Atmanirbhar,” Shah said at
the south Delhi event.

Alleging

that the
AAP govern-
ment had been
spending heavily on
publicity, he claimed
Kejriwal was under the im-
pression that development
came from advertisements,
but said “this illusion can
last only for five to seven
years”.

“People will have to
choose between ‘Vigyapan
ki Rajniti’ (politics of adver-
tisement) and ‘Vikas ki
Rajniti’ (politics of develop-
ment),” he added.

Shah assured that the
BJP would be ready with a
plan to make Delhi garbage-
free by the time MCD elec-

tions are held and that the
city would be in a position
to process 100 per cent of its
daily waste by 2025.

The Home minister said
the WTE plant would help
address the problem of
waste processing and fur-
ther strengthen Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Swachh Bharat Mission.

Amit Shah Ahead Of MCD Polls

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah speaks during

the inauguration of ‘Waste
to Energy’ plant, in New

Delhi, Thursday.

Mumbai, Oct 20:  

October, being
International Breast
Cancer Awareness month,
SBI Life launches ‘Thanks-
a-Dot’ initiative to spread
awareness about the need
for self-breast examina-
tion to fight breast cancer.
There is no doubt that
breast cancer is the most
common malignancy
among women around the
world.

It has now become one
of the most common can-
cers in India. As per indus-
try reports, every 4 min-
utes one woman gets diag-
nosed with breast cancer
in India. More important-
ly, about 50% of the
women are already at
stage three when they con-
sult a doctor, and 15 – 20%
at stage four leading to ex-

tremely low survival rates.
Taking into considera-

tion the above facts, SBI
Life Insurance continues
to build upon its ‘Thanks a
Dot’ Breast Cancer
Awareness Initiative. For
the fourth year in a row,
‘Thanks A Dot’ continues
to keep its focus intact to-
wards empowering the
women of India by raising
awareness around breast
cancer and promote the
importance of self-breast
examination for early
lump detection.

The company plans to
run the initiative across
multiple digital mediums
to spur converstaions
around breast cancer and
why bringing a behaviour-
al change will aid in sav-
ing lives by adopting a life-
saving skill. The long-
standing initiative aims at

persuading women to
make self-breast checks a
regular habit so that early
detection of lumps can
save lives.

With this, the company
released a new digital
video by roping in a
renowned TV celebrity,
Ms. Prachee Shah Pandya,
who triggers curiosity
amongst the viewers by
saying ‘Know your Double
O and learn a life-saving
skill’, urging viewers to
find out more by messag-
ing ‘Hi’ on a WhatsApp
number- 8860780000.

Speaking about the cam-
paign, Ravindra Sharma,
Chief of Brand, Corporate
Communication & CSR,
SBI Life Insurance said
“Women in India, most of
the times, de-prioritize
their health over other re-
sponsibilities.

Awareness drive to fight breast
cancer amongst Indian women

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Lack of strategic munic-
ipal solid waste plans,
waste collection and segre-
gation, a government fi-
nance regulatory frame-
work, and general social
attitudes of citizens are
major barriers to achiev-
ing effective solid waste
management in India,
says a new book.

In “Pathways Of Waste
to Wealth: A Reflective
Roadmap Towards Social
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ” ,
Mangesh Surve discusses
about the little action
around waste manage-
ment despite several talk
and how people tend to re-
frain from taking up roles
of social entrepreneur-
ship for various factors
like not enough aware-
ness, guidance, or motiva-
tion towards it.

Surve, who has worked

for more than 20 years in
the field of managing
wastes in India, wanted to
motivate people con-
cerned engineers to walk a
similar path so that it ben-
efits the country in the
long run. The vision is to
make India pollution-free
by converting waste to
wealth. According to the
author, more and more
people need to wake up to
the reality and use the lat-
est technologies in the
field towards sustainable
solutions. He says his book
is only the first step for
anyone wanting to convert
their interest of social
work and entrepreneur-
ship to reality, for there is
an abundance of waste to
be handled, which means
there is a lot of work and
opportunities to explore.
Surve suggests that the fol-
lowing changes are re-
quired to improve waste

management in India:
mindset shift, make urban
local bodies responsible,
setting up a strong inde-
pendent authority, intro-
duction of ‘waste tax’, ac-
curate forecasts and moni-
toring systems, citizens
made responsible for lit-
tering, waste segregation
at source, project develop-
ment by urban local bod-
ies, and integrated under-
standing of waste manage-
ment. He says the current
status of solid waste man-
agement in India is poor
because the best and most
appropriate methods from
waste collection to dispos-
al are not being used.

“Lack of strategic mu-
nicipal solid waste plans,
waste collection or segre-
gation, a government fi-
nance regulatory frame-
work, and general social
attitudes of the citizens of
the country are major bar-

riers to achieving effective
solid waste management
in India,” he writes in
“Pathways Of Waste to
Wealth”, published by
Adhyyan Books.

The author feels the pop-
ulation surge and develop-
ment of smart cities or
megacities are making
solid waste management a
bigger problem in India
than it has ever been in the
past. “Cultural viewpoints
further make public par-
ticipation in dealing with
the issues associated with
waste management diffi-
cult. A general lack of
awareness and ownership
in the community would
be one of the biggest chal-
lenges to break through, to
cultivate an attitude that is
critical towards develop-
ing a sustainable and effec-
tive waste management
system for the country,” he
says.

Book addresses issue of solid waste management 

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has frozen Rs
7.12 crore worth of
Bitcoins and seized Rs 1.65
crore in cash as part of an
ongoing money launder-
ing investigation against
the promoter of a Kolkata-
based mobile gaming app
that is alleged to have
duped many people.

The action has been
taken against the app
called E-Nuggets and its
promoter Aamir Khan.

“The ED (Enforcement
Directorate) carried out a
search operation at two
premises in Kolkata, lead-
ing to the seizure of Rs
1.65 crore cash and freez-
ing of 44.5 Bitcoin (equiva-
lent to Rs 7.12 crore as per
market exchange rates)
and other incriminating

documents,” the federal
agency said in a state-
ment.

The ED had raided the
premises of the app’s com-
pany and that of Khan and
his father Nesar Ahmed
Khan in Kolkata last
month and had seized Rs
17.32 crore in cash from
there apart from freezing
bitcoins and some bank
deposits in the past.

With the latest action,
the total seizure amount in
this case stands at Rs 51.16
crore. The agency said as
many as 300 accounts were
used to “launder” funds of
gamers.

Aamir Khan was arrest-
ed by the detective depart-
ment of the Kolkata Police
from Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh last month. The
money laundering case
stems from an FIR filed by

the Kolkata Police against
the company and its pro-
moters in February 2021.
The FIR was registered at
the Park Street police sta-
tion based on a complaint
filed by the Federal Bank
authorities before a court
in Kolkata, the ED had
said. The agency found
that Aamir Khan
launched the gaming ap-
plication E-Nuggets,
which was designed for
the purpose of “defraud-
ing” people.

“After collecting a siz-
able amount of money
from the public, all of a
sudden withdrawal from
the said app was stopped
on one pretext or the other.
Thereafter, all data, includ-
ing profile information,
was wiped off from the
said app servers,” the ED
said.

Kolkata gaming app: 
ED freezes fresh Bitcoins, cash

Thiruvananthapuram,
Oct 20 (PTI): A total of
5,041 children with con-
genital heart problems
have been offered free
surgeries under a scheme
launched by the Kerala
government, with an ob-
jective to reduce infant
mortality rate in the
state.

Of the total 1,002 chil-
dren who underwent sur-
gery under the
“Hridyam” scheme this
year, 475 were infants
below one year-old, state
Health Minister Veena
George said on Thursday.

The scheme has been
designed to help children,
from newborns to 18
years of age. Even if an
unborn child is diag-
nosed with heart disease,
follow-up treatment from

its birth onwards is pro-
vided free of cost through
the initiative, the minis-
ter said here in a state-
ment.

Both the cost of treat-
ment and the heart sur-
gery of the children, in-
cluded in the scheme, are
covered the government.

“Eight out of 1,000 chil-
dren are found to have
been suffering from heart
diseases. Of them, 50 per
cent of children need
treatment. Many chil-
dren need surgery,”
George said stressing the
significance of the
scheme. Noting that the
“Hridyam” scheme was
launched with the partic-
ipation of the private sec-
tor as well, she said as
many as 9 state-run and
private hospitals have
been empaneled for the
project.

Over 5,000 children in Kerala
get free heart surgery 

 Under govt scheme New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Noting pendency of is-
sues related to firecrack-
ers before the Supreme
Court, the Delhi High
Court on Thursday re-
fused to entertain a peti-
tion challenging the Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee’s complete ban
on sale and use of fire-
crackers, including those
classified green. Justice
Yashwant Varma dis-
missed a petition by two
merchants who sought to
“purchase, sell and store
only green crackers” dur-
ing the festive season, and
said it was not appropriate
for the high court to inde-
pendently examine such a
challenge when the issue
“does appear to be engag-
ing the attention” of the
top court. The court, how-
ever, said the petitioners

were free to initiate appro-
priate proceedings under
the law to seek redressal of
their grievances. “From
the material placed on
record, the court notes the
issue of pollution as a re-
sult of use of firecracker
during the Diwali festival
was first considered by the
Supreme Court (in a case).
That petition remains
pending on the board of
the Supreme Court,” the
high court observed.

Subsequently, another
writ petition came to be
preferred before the
Supreme Court seeking is-
suing of guidelines in re-
spect of sale, purchase and
bursting of permissible
firecrackers. The petition
also produces some of the
banning orders issued by a
few states and has been
tagged with the earlier
plea, it said

HC rejects plea against
absolute firecracker ban

‘Choose between ‘AAP Nirbhar’ and Atmanirbhar’



AMAZON DEALING WITH SEVERE DROUGHT

A man walks in an area impacted by drought near the Solimes River, in Tefe, Amazonas state, Brazil, Wednesday,
Oct. 19, 2022. Months after enduring floods that destroyed crops, thousands of families in the Brazilian Amazon are
now dealing with severe drought. 
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Washington, Oct 20 (AP):

The Biden administration
has announced a round of crimi-
nal charges and sanctions relat-
ed to a complicated scheme to
procure military technologies
from US manufacturers and ille-
gally supply them to Russia for
its war in Ukraine.

Some of the equipment was
recovered on battlefields in
Ukraine, the Justice
Department said, and other
nuclear proliferation technol-
ogy was intercepted in Latvia
before it could be shipped to
Russia. The Justice
Department charged nine peo-
ple in separate cases in New
York and Connecticut, as well
as two oil brokers for
Venezuela. The defendants are
accused of acquiring the mili-
tary technology from US com-
panies and then laundering
tens of millions of dollars for
wealthy Russian businessmen
and other sanctioned entities.
Some of the defendants are
also accused of brokering illic-
it oil deals for the Venezuelan
state-owned oil company. “As I
have said, our investigators
and prosecutors will be relent-
less in their efforts to identify,
locate, and bring to justice
those whose illegal acts under-
mine the rule of law and enable
the Russian regime to continue
its unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine,” Attorney General

Merrick Garland said in a state-
ment.

The five defendants charged
in New York are all Russian na-
tionals, and two have been ar-
rested. All four defendants in the
Connecticut case three Latvians
and one Ukrainian were taken
into custody months ago at the
request of US authorities.

The criminal charges comple-
ment the latest round of Biden

administration sanctions target-
ing Russia. The Treasury
Department’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control announced
sanctions on Wednesday
against one of the men
charged by the Justice
Department, designating Yury
Orekhov and two of his firms,
N o r d - D e u t s c h e
Industrieanlagenbau GmbH
and Opus Energy Trading

LLC, for procuring advanced
semiconductors and micro-
processors used in fighter air-

craft and ballistic and hyperson-
ic missile systems among other
military uses.

US busts network providing technology to Russian military

Beijing, Oct 20 (AP):

Investigative journalist
Wang Zhi’an once exposed
corruption, land seizures,
and medical malpractice
in China, with millions of
viewers and a powerful
platform: state broadcast-
er CCTV.

Wang now lives alone in
central Tokyo after being
blacklisted in his home-
land. His journey from on-
air personality at the heart
of China’s vast state
media apparatus to re-
porter in exile illustrates
how even government-
backed critical reporting
has been curtailed under
Xi Jinping, China’s most
authoritarian leader since
Mao Zedong.

Unlike many muckrak-
ers, Wang hasn’t given up.
Deep in debt and armed
with little more than a lap-
top, a tripod, and a camera
borrowed from a friend,
Wang is back in business
this time on YouTube and
Twitter, both banned in
China.

“Here I can tell the
truth, and nobody will re-
strict me anymore,” Wang
said, sitting in his Tokyo
studio, a living room in his
modest three-story walk-
up. Thousands of dele-
gates are congregating in
Beijing this week to reaf-
firm Xi as leader of the
ruling Communist Party

for a third term, at the
country’s most important
political meeting in a
decade. Fearing arrest,
Wang said he won’t return
until Xi is out of power.
“He demands absolute
obedience,” Wang said.

“The media has become
like the army: a tool that
pledges unconditional alle-
giance to the party.”

Under Xi, China’s once
feisty reporters have fallen
in line. The Communist
Party’s propaganda arm
has taken direct control of
agencies managing news-
papers, broadcasters, and
radio stations. A powerful
new agency has silenced
critical voices on the inter-
net, creating a vast censor-
ship apparatus powered
by thousands of censors.

Privately, many Chinese

journalists say Xi has
quashed independent re-
porting. Publicly, they stay
silent. Xi’s very name is
mouthed carefully, in
scripted lines, whispers or
pseudonyms.

“The change these past
10 years has been dramat-
ic,” said Zhan Jiang, a re-
tired professor of journal-
ism at Beijing Foreign
Studies University.

Wang never imagined a
life outside China. A na-
tive of mountainous
Shaanxi province, Wang
joined CCTV in 1998 after
obtaining a master’s in
history.

Fleeing Xi’s China, journalist
makes fresh start abroad

Canberra, Oct 20 (AP):

Australia has re-
versed a previous gov-
ernment’s recognition
of west Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital, the for-
eign minister said
Tuesday, prompting
consternation from
Israel.

The center-left Labor
Party government
agreed that the
Australian Embassy
would remain in Tel
Aviv, as it has been.
The Cabinet also reaf-
firmed that
Jerusalem’s status

must be resolved in
peace negotiations be-
tween Israel and the
Palestinians, Foreign
Minister Penny Wong
said.

Australia remained
committed to a two-
party solution to the
conflict between
Israelis and
Palestinians, and “we
will not support an ap-
proach that under-
mines this prospect,”
Wong said.

Israel’s Prime
Minister Yair Lapid ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment in Australia’s

changed position.
“Jerusalem is the

eternal undivided capi-
tal of Israel and noth-
ing will change that,”
Lapid said in a state-
ment. Wong said her
department made an
error by updating its
website on Australia’s
revised policy on
Israel’s capital before
Cabinet had confirmed
the change.

This led to conflict-
ing media reports on
Australia’s position be-
fore Wong’s announce-
ment. Lapid appeared
to blame this media

confusion for Australia
changing its policy.

“In light of the way
the decision was made
in Australia, as a hasty
response to a mistaken
report in the media,
one can only hope in
other issues the gov-
ernment of Australia
behaves more serious-
ly and professionally,”
Lapid said.

Israel’s Foreign
Ministry said it will
summon the
Australian ambassa-
dor to express “deep
disappointment” over
a decision that was

“based on short-sight-
ed political considera-
tions.”

Senior Palestinian
official Hussein Al-
Sheikh said he wel-
comed Australia’s deci-
sion “and its affirma-
tion that the future of
sovereignty over
Jerusalem depends on
the permanent solu-
tion based on interna-
tional legitimacy.”

Former conservative
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison formally rec-
ognized west
Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital in December

2018, although the
Australian Embassy
remained in Tel Aviv.

The change followed
then-U.S. President
Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to move the U.S.
Embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem.
President Joe Biden
has kept the embassy
in Jerusalem as the
U.S. steps back from its
once-intense media-
tion between the
Israelis and
Palestinians, who have
not held substantive
peace talks in more
than a decade.

Australia drops recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
Kathmandu, Oct 20 (PTI):

Three Indian nationals
were among four persons
arrested in connection
with a shooting incident
in Nepal’s Madhesh
province, bordering
India, according to a
media report on
Thursday.

Gulshan Singh (22),
Saurabh Shah (20), and
Rehan Singh (20), all hail-
ing from Bihar were ar-
rested for a shootout that
took place on Wednesday
in Madhesh province’s
Bagmati municipality, in

which a man was shot at,
My Republica newspaper
reported.

The injured man is
being treated at the
Namuna Hospital in
Sarlahi district.

The head of the cooper-
ative in Bagmati
Municipality where the
victim works was also ar-
rested by the Nepalese
police.

All four accused were
arrested as they were try-
ing to cross the India-
Nepal border on
Wednesday night, the
paper added.

3 Indians among 4 arrested
after shootout in Nepal

Peshawar, Oct 20 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment on Thursday cate-
gorically denied reports
about reaching any deal
with the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and instead asked the mili-
tant group’s leadership to
call back their men to
Afghanistan.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mehmud
Khan was personally
monitoring the situation
that emerged after alleged
regrouping of the Taliban
militants in hilly parts of
the Swat district, his aide
told reporters.

Chief Minister Khan
has vowed that his govern-
ment would not compro-
mise on security, as well

as, the law and order situ-
ation in the district, his
Special Assistant on
Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif said
during a press conference.

The KPK government
recently held a meeting
with the local command-
ers of the TTP about end-
ing the menace of terror-
ism in the province, Saif
said, adding that the talks
had created an impression
on social media that the
provincial government
had reached a deal with
the militant group about
handing over some areas
in Malakand division and
former Federally
Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) to the mili-
tant group.

Saif stressed that the in-
formation doing rounds of

social media was incor-
rect and that there was no
such understanding with
the militant outfit that de-
mands the imposition of
Sharia law across
Pakistan.

The talks with the TTP
were held within the pa-
rameters of the
Constitution and the law
of the land, said Saif,
adding that no deal has
been finalised yet to this
effect with the militants.

Responding to a ques-
tion, the official clarified
that the chief minister
had clearly said that his
government would go to
any extent for the mainte-
nance of public order in
the province.

About the Mingora by-
pass road incident, where
police had killed two peo-

ple on suspicion of being
terrorists, the special as-
sistant clarified that it was
not an act of terrorism
but a criminal incident
that is being probed by the
police.

Saif also appealed in his
personal capacity to the
TTP leadership to call
back their men from Swat
to Afghanistan and
stressed that Pakistani
militants must disarm
themselves in order to es-
tablish lasting peace in the
Malakand division and
tribal districts.

The people of Swat from
all walks of life held wide-
ranging protests after the
re-emergence of the
Taliban in parts of the dis-
trict in the wake of talks
between the TTP and the
government.

Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
govt denies deal with Taliban Chronicle
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Good samaritan
Recently in Murshidabad

district of West Bengal, a
commercial painter named
Kajal Sheikh, noticed a
blood donation camp on his
way to the bride's home for
his own marriage. After
taking the permission of
the family of the bride and
assuring them of his quick
return, Sheikh travelled 6
km to the camp site, donat-
ed blood while sporting his
marriage attire and there-
after returned to complete
his wedding rituals. What
is the academic degree of
Sheikh. A "mere" Class VIII
dropout. Yet who is more
educated than highly so-
cially responsible Kajal
Sheikh who was much con-
cerned for the crisis in
blood supply during the fes-
tive season. Yes, there lies
absolutely no relationship
between academic certifi-
cate/degree with
Education. Only a humani-
tarian can be called
Educated, nobody else.
Mere academic degree ie
career-based education
hardly serves the moral
fabric of the society or en-
lightens one's mindset and
viewpoint because it can
often be earned by merely
memorizing the answers of
the questions as suggested
by the professor or tutor
and "inspires" the students
to become successful pro-
fessionals so as to make
loads of money by hook or
by crook. The crimes and
sins of innumerable "edu-
cated" folks bear proof
enough that mere attain-
ment of university degree
is neither the path of en-
lightenment nor the be-all
and end-all of life. Yes,
only that person/society is
truly educated who/which
value human rights, re-
main humble and courte-
ous, know the difference
between right and wrong
with scientific temper and
also practically practice it
in daily life. No wonder this
is the very reason why
many degree-holders used
to seek advice of a certain
degree-less Ramakrishna
Paramahansa or follow the
philosophical path of an-
other certificate-less
Rabindranath Tagore.

Kajal Chatterjee,
Kolkata

Shielding terrorists
Once again, on the global

stage, China has emerged
as a ‘role model’ for the ter-
rorists of Pakistan by
blocking a proposal by
India and the US at the UN
to put Pakistan-based
Lashkar terrorist Shahid
Mahmood on the list of
global terrorists. China has
been shielding Pakistani
terrorists in the past too. It
is for the fourth time in
four months that it has
stayed a world body’s at-
tempt to put a terrorist on
the banned list. China can
be called the saviour of ter-
rorists.

RK Arora, Mohali

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and other dignitaries at the launch of Mission LiFE at
the Statue of Unity, in Kevadia, Thursday, Oct. 20.

MISSION LIFE LAUNCH

T he Madhya Pradesh government deciding to launch Hindi
instruction for the medical course in the state, with Home

Minister Amit Shah releasing in Bhopal Hindi texts of three sub-
jects taught in the first year of the MBBS programme, has
brought back to limelight the debate over language. This has
come around the time when the  Committee  of  Parliament  on
Official Language headed by the Union Home Minister recom-
mended that Hindi should be the medium of instruction in all
technical or non-technical educational institutions in Hindi-
speaking states, including central universities. The recommenda-
tions of  the panel have triggered angry reactions in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and other southern states. But, for students whose medi-
um of  instruction in school was Hindi, the unveiling of  MBBS
Hindi  text books  is  a  positive development. Students schooled
in their mother tongue have a disadvantage in higher education
where  English  is  usually  the  medium  of instruction and exami-
nation. Flexible language policies can greatly benefit such stu-
dents,which is why this reform should be extended to other lan-
guages and disciplines too. But it’simportant to ensure that local
language books maintain the quality standards of the source
books. The corpus of local language texts must also expand so
that a student who opts to study in the local language is not left
behind by others. Language flexibility in higher education should
include students having room to improve their English skills too.
This will open up more opportunities for them in the global
knowledge economy. There is nothing new about the opposition
to Hindi in the south, where the first anti-Hindi imposition agita-
tion was launched in 1937. This time too the situation is no differ-
ent. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin has written to the Prime
Minister that the “aggressive attempts of the Union government”
to ‘impose’ Hindi are “impractical and divisive in character”, put-
ting non-Hindi speaking people in a disadvantageous position.
The DMK youth wing has held protestsin the state and is threat-
ening a massive demonstration in Delhi. Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan   has   also   termed   the committee’s recommen-
dations as an assault on federalism and the very essence of
India’s unique unity in diversity. It may be recalled that under the
Left rule, West Bengal paid a heavy price for curbing English to
promote the local language. India’s workforce,  from  IT  to  nurs-
ing,  is  prized everywhere  because  of  familiarity  with English.
Parents, across classes, seek English medium education for their
wards for this reason. A recent learning survey actually found
children displaying more proficiency in English than their mother
tongues. Let all languages flourish. Let parents and students
choose what’s best for them.

Debate over language
back in focus

F armers have always
been the back-bone of

Indian’s economy and Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
led government is striving to
strengthen this back-bone of
the country through innova-
tive and concrete measures in
fertilizer sector with the vision
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’.
Structural changes in this sec-
tor are crucial for achieving
this vision as 45.6 per cent
workforce in the country is em-
ployed in agriculture secotor.
With ‘Kisan Kalyan’ in mind,
Government is bringing cru-
cial initiatives so that farmers
get fertilisers and other inputs
at cheaper rates under a single
roof, adopt new technologies to
enhance their farm production
and enhance their income.
With these objectives, Hon’ble
Prime Minister is going to
launch two important initia-
tives for the farmers. First is,
‘Prime Minister Kisan
Samridhhi Kendras (PMKSK)’,
one-of-a-kind ‘Model Fertilizer
Retail Shops’ having various
facilities under single roof.

Second is Pradhanmantri
Bhartiya Jan Urvark
Pariyojana called ‘One Nation,
One Fertilizers’ shall also be
launched under which single
brand “BHARAT” will be used
for all type of major fertilisers.
600 Prime Minister Kisan
Samridhhi Kendras (PMKSK)
will function as ‘One Stop

Shop’ for farmers for all quali-
ty agri-inputs like fertilizers,
seeds, pesticides at reasonable
prices under one roof. In addi-
tion, pesticides, insecticides,
seeds and small farm imple-
ments such as spades, sickles,
sprayers etc. shall also be avail-
able in these kendras. PMKSK
shall also provide linkages to
custom hiring centres for hir-
ing large or small farm equip-
ment including drones for
spraying of liquid fertilizers
and pesticides. These Kendra
will also provide Interactive
Platform for Knowledge
Sharing to create awareness
among farmers on latest and
best agriculture technology
and practices along with bal-
ance use of fertilizers. Under
PMKSK, existing 3.3 lakhs fer-
tilizer shops of the country
will be converted  or new ones
will be set up.

PMKSK at village level will
facilitate the farmers with
Crop Literature, Soil Fertility
Map, Messages from
Government Authorities and
Stock Position of fertilizers,
Subsidy and MRP etc. In addi-
tion to facilities at village level,
tehsil level Kendra will have fa-
cilities like Help Desk on New
Age Fertilizers and
Government Schemes, Crop
Advisory, Tele
Consultationwith experts,
Common Service Centre, Soil
Testing Facility and Sample

Collection for Seed & Pesticide
Testing, Custom Hiring
Facilities for Sprayers, Dusters
and Drones and information
about Mandi Prices and
Weather Conditions. District
level Kendras will have all fa-
cilities at larger scale with
showcasing of Entire Product
Range, Larger Sitting
Arrangements, Testing
Facility for Soil, Seed, Water
and Pesticides, Capacity
Building of Retailers and
Common Service Centre. To
empower retailers with infor-
mation under PMKSK, train-
ing of retailers will be conduct-
ed in every six months.
Agricultural Scientist from
KVK and agriculture Experts
will be engaged for imparting
the training to the retailers on
topics such as promoting
Balance use of fertilizers,
knowledge on use and advan-
tages of Organic fertilizers,
Bio-fertilizers, New age fertiliz-
er solutions such as Nano
Fertilizers etc. shall also be
shared with retailers on regu-
lar basis.

Success stories of the pro-
gressive farmers shall also be
widely shared with farmers by
utilising ICT. Updated informa-
tion on advancement in agri-
culture inputs, new innovative
agricultural technologies,
weather forecasting, crop pest
infestation warning, Mandi
Rates etc. shall also be dissemi-
nated . Another revolutionary
scheme is PM Jan Urvarak
Pariyojana, also called as ‘One
Nation One Fertiliser’, single
brand ‘Bharat’ will be used for
all type of major fertilisers to
be sold in country. With a
‘Single bag design’ across the
country, ‘Bharat Urea’, ‘Bharat
DAP’, ‘Bharat MOP’ and
‘Bharat NPK’ will be sold. The
rationale is, since fertilizer of
a particular category needs to
have same nutrient content as
per specifications prescribed

under Fertilizer Control Order
(FCO). There is no product dif-
ferentiation in different brands
for a particular type of fertiliz-
er. For example, DAP should
have same quantity of nutrient
content whether it is produced
by one company or another.
‘One Nation One Fertiliser’
will be the biggest step of the
Government so far which will
help farmers to overcome their
confusion of brand specific
choice, as all urea brand have
46% N and all DAP brand have
18% N and 46% P. Farmers are
generally unaware of this fact
and prefer certain brands as a
result of vigorous marketing
strategies adopted and strong
retailer network developed by
companies in that region. It
has been found that this brand
preference over the years is re-
sulting in delayed supply of
fertilizers to farmers and extra
burden on exchequer due to in-
creased freight subsidy as a re-
sult of long distance criss-
cross movement of fertilizers.

India has achieved signifi-
cant milestones in agricultural
production and productivity to
ensure food and nutrition secu-
rity to a billion-plus popula-
tion. The spectacular success
of attaining self-reliance is
contributed by timely supply of
quality Agri-inputs like fertil-
izers, seeds, pesticides, weedi-
cide etc. The objective of both
the initiatives, PMKSK and
‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ is
to maximise farm production
by ensuring easy availability of
fertilisers and other agri serv-
ices to the farmers at afford-
able prices and to promote bal-
anced nutrient application
which is essential for sus-
tained agricultural growth and
prosperity of the farmers.

(The author is Minister of
Chemicals & Fertilizers and

Health & Family Welfare,
Govt. on India)

T he Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-
2 virus may have been transmitted

from an animal species to humans, accord-
ing to a study. The research, published re-
cently in the journal Proceedings of National
Academy of Sciences, provides new insights
into the evolutionary origins of Omicron. An
essential step in coronavirus infection oc-
curs when spike protein, which helps the
virus to infect the cells, binds to the host's
receptor. After establishing consistent in-
fections in the host, the spike protein be-
comes adapted to the host's receptor. The
resaerchers carried out a detailed structural
biology analysis of the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron
variant. They identified several mutations in
the Omicron spike protein that were unique-
ly adapted to the mouse receptor and in-
compatible with the human receptor. This
suggests the Omicron variant might not
have originated from humans directly, and
instead may have been transmitted from
other animal species to humans, according
to the researchers.

"These Omicron mutations are evolution-
ary traces left by the virus during its trans-
mission from one animal species to anoth-
er," said study lead author Fang Li, from the
University of Minnesota in the US. "Our de-

tailed structural biology approach has suc-
cessfully recovered these subtle yet unique
evolutionary traces," Li said. The re-
searchers noted that the COVID-19 virus is
capable of infecting many animal species --
which is one of the main reasons why vari-
ants keep emerging. These findings also
suggest that epidemic surveillance of ro-
dents may be important for stopping new
COVID-19 variants from emerging in the fu-
ture, they said. "Animal to human transmis-
sion of coronaviruses will likely continue to
threaten global health. It has been suggest-
ed that all coronaviruses circulating in hu-
mans came from animals," said Li. "I am
working with my colleagues to address cur-
rent and potential future coronavirus pan-
demics by developing therapeutics target-
ing both human coronaviruses and animal
coronaviruses," the scientist added.

Omicron Covid variant may have
originated in animals, study finds

T he first Native
American woman in

space said Wednesday she
is overwhelmed by the
beauty and delicacy of
Mother Earth, and is chan-
neling "positive energy" as
her five-month mission gets
underway. NASA astronaut
Nicole Mann said from the
International Space Station
that she's received lots of
prayers and blessings from
her family and tribal community. She is a
member of the Wailacki of the Round
Valley Indian Tribes in Northern California.
Mann showed off the dream catcher she
took up with her, a childhood gift from her
mother that she's always held dear. The
small traditional webbed hoop with feath-
ers is used to offer protection, and she said
it's given her strength during challenging
times. Years before joining NASA in 2013,
she flew combat in Iraq for the Marines.

"It's the strength to know that I have the
support of my family and community back
home and that when things are difficult or
things are getting hard or I'm getting
burned-out or frustrated, that strength is

something that I will draw
on to continue toward a suc-
cessful mission," Mann told
The Associated Press, which
gathered questions from
members and tribal news
outlets across the country.
Mann said she's always
heeded her mother's advice
on the importance of posi-
tive energy, especially on
launch day. "It's difficult for
some people maybe to un-

derstand because it's not really tangible,"
she said. "But that positive energy is so
important, and you can control that ener-
gy, and it helps to control your attitude."

Mann, 45, a Marine colonel and test
pilot who was born in Petaluma,
California, said it's important to recognize
there are all types of people aboard the
space station. It's currently home to three
Americans, three Russians and one
Japanese astronaut. "What that does is it
just highlights our diversity and how in-
credible it is when we come together as a
human species, the wonderful things that
we can do and that we can accomplish,"
she said.

First Native American woman 
in space awed by Mother Earth
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

M allikarjun Kharge  (80) deserves kudos for being elect-
ed as the first non-Gandhi leader after 24 years to oc-

cupy the party's top post.  Kharge defeated fellow Congress
politician Shashi Tharoor to become the first Dalit to hold the po-
sition. He is a  veteran politician born five years before independ-
ence and is widely believed to have the backing of both Sonia and
Rahul. There is no doubt that he will be now facing  mammoth
challenge of winning the next national election, due in 2024, and
three state elections next year. Kharge was seen as the favourite
to win the contest. He is often called 'solilada sardara', a warrior
who knows no defeat. He studied law at the Seth Shankarlal
Lahoti College in Gulbarga where as a junior he won many labour
union cases. Later on, he went on to become a labour leader at
the Centre. He joined Congress way back in 1969 and since then
he has held an array of portfolios across different profiles. He be-
came the President of the Gulbarga City Congress Committee in
1969. He has been a Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha from
Karnataka since February 16, 2021. From then to October 1, 2022,
he also was the Leader of the Opposition in the Parliament. He
has held several other portfolios under different cabinets and
ministers all his life. His rise to the position of the Congress chief
as a Dalit leader is being viewed as a strong political move ahead
of the Karnataka Assembly Elections in May 2023. Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot has rightly said that It's a moment of pride that
Mallikarjun Kharge became Congress President, he is an experi-
enced leader. Congress will strengthen under his leadership, and
our party is united across the country. Kharge’s biggest opportu-
nity came in 2014 when the Congress suffered a humiliating de-
feat and was reduced to just 44 members in the Lok Sabha.
Kharge, who won from Gulbarga for the second time, was made
leader of the Congress in the Lok Sabha. Founded in 1885, the
Congress led the country to freedom from British colonial rule. It
has dominated India’s post-independence politics, ruling the
country for 54 of the past 70 years, either on its own or as the
leader of coalition governments.In the process the party has
failed to reform its organization or tackle issues related to its
functioning and leadership that may have contributed to its de-
cline and fall. In 1993 when Ajitsingh with his followers joined the
party, it became a majority government under P.V.
NarsimahaRao.This single dominant party system has done some
good to the country. It was due to this that political stability came
in the country, which otherwise the nation would have lost. But at
the same time the Congress-men took it for granted that India
was for them to be governed and this created many problems as
well. The Congress’s failure to project a suitable chief ministerial
candidate in most of the elections must have harmed its
prospects. The results in different states are a lesson for the
Congress Party; it is on a steady decline in the country’s political
arena.  The Congress is surely losing its power base across the
country, and for good reason. The results are a lesson for the
Congress Party; it is on a steady decline in the country’s political
arena. The Congress’ revival pivots on its ability to address its cri-
sis of credibility, encouraging State leaders, and functioning as a
vigorous Opposition in Parliament. The Congress party has been
suffering from a leadership crisis, with Rahul Gandhi widely seen
as a failure, indifferent and incompetent. Kharge  was a minister
in all Congress governments after that while he was an MLA —
the Gundu Rao Ministry in 1980, the S Bangarappa Cabinet in
1990 and the M Veerappa Moily government from 1992 to 1994.
He was Leader of the Opposition in 1996-99 and 2008-09, and
president of the state Congress from 2005-08, before he moved to
national politics in 2009, when he entered the Lok Sabha for the
first time. Kharge is  gentle and soft-spoken, sober by tempera-
ment and nature, and has never landed in any political spot or
controversy and there is not doubt that he will play a vital role in
bringing back the glory of Congress party. 

Mallikarjun Kharge a congress
man for all seasons

Empowering Farmers for a Prosperous India
DR. MANSUKH MANDVIYA

NASA astronaut Nicole Mann
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Investors incentives 

Mumbai: The indus-
tries department of
Karnataka, which is
holding a global in-
vestor summit early
next month, has met
representatives of 17
companies, including
L&T, Mahindra,
Hinduja Group, as
part of a roadshow
and offered them sec-
tor-specific incentives.
The state is expecting
over Rs 5 lakh crore
investments from the
summit and has set a
target of generating 5
lakh jobs through this.
“We’ve met top offi-
cials of 17 large com-
panies on the side-
lines of the roadshow
for the global investor
summit which is
being held November
2-4 in Bengaluru, E V
Ramana Reddy, addi-
tional chief secretary
for industry and com-
merce, told PTI here.

Air passenger 
Mumbai: Indian air-
lines carried nearly
1.04 crore domestic
passengers in
September, marginal-
ly higher than the traf-
fic registered in
August amid rising
travel demand. Data
released by aviation
regulator DGCA on
Wednesday showed
that domestic air pas-
senger volume grew
46.54 per cent to 1.034
crore (103.55 lakh) in
September compared
to the year-ago period.
Domestic air passen-
ger traffic has been
improving and in
August, it stood at 1.01
crore. Indian carriers
had ferried 70.66 lakh
passengers on the do-
mestic routes in
September last year.
As per the data, Akasa
Air — which started
operations on August
7 — flew 0.93 lakh pas-
sengers in September
and had a market
share of 0.9 per cent.
Last month, the aver-
age passenger load
factor of the carriers
stood at 77.5 per cent
against 72.5 per cent
in August 2022.

13 MoUs

Noida: The Uttar
Pradesh government
on Wednesday inked 13
agreements with vari-
ous firms promising in-
vestment worth Rs 564
crore in the state at the
Defence Expo 2022 in
Gujarat’s Gandhinagar,
UP cabinet minister
Nand Gopal Gupta
said. The MoUs have
been inked by the Uttar
Pradesh Expressways
Industrial
Development
Authority (UPEIDA)
and investments will
be made in the UP
Defence Industrial
Corridor being devel-
oped by it, he said.
Gupta, the industrial
development minister
of UP, is representing
the state at the Defence
Expo 2022, which was
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi in the Gujarat
capital city on
Wednesday.

INVESTORS MEET

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during the Odisha Investors Meet in Hyderabad.

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

There is a huge scope
for India to move in the
global value chain sys-
tems and have high value-
addition in global exports,
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said on
Thursday. India’s share in
global exports is less than
2 per cent. So, huge poten-
tial is there to boost the
shipments despite global
headwinds and low trade
growth predictions, he
added.

“So, we can easily aim
for doubling our exports
and increasing our ex-
ports (share) to 10 per cent
over a period of time and
these opportunities exist
even if somebody is say-
ing that global trade sce-
nario is looking bleak,” he
said here at the CII
National Exports Summit.

The domestic exporters
should not be pessimistic
about this scenario, he
added. “There is a huge
scope for India to not only
move in the global value
chains systems but also to
have high value-addition
and contribution in the
world’s exports,”
Barthwal noted. The
growth in world trade is
expected to slow down to
one per cent in 2023, due to
global uncertainties, ac-

cording to a WTO forecast.
The World Trade
Organization (WTO) has
also projected a growth of
3.5 per cent in global trade
this year against the April
estimate of 3 per cent. The
commerce secretary also
said that global firms are
looking at India as an al-
ternative destination for
investments.

Barthwal said that e-
commerce is strengthen-
ing the capabilities of
MSMEs to join the supply
chains and they should
reap the benefits. He also
said that a coherent trade
strategy that promotes
greater integration and
participation of India into
global value chains is im-
perative and such a strate-
gy will help India achieve
USD 2 trillion exports tar-
get by 2027-28 and USD 8
trillion by 2047.

Huge scope for India to 
move in global value chain systems:

Commerce Secretary

Washington, Oct 21: 

Microsoft CEO Satya
Nadella has said it is an
honour for him to receive
the Padma Bhushan, the
third-highest civilian
award and he looks for-
ward to continuing to
work with people across
India to help them use
technology to achieve
more.

Nadella, who plans to
visit India next January,
formally received the
award for distinguished
service, from India’s
Consul General in San
Francisco, Dr T.V.
Nagendra Prasad, last
week. The 55-year-old CEO
of Microsoft was named
one of the 17 awardees
earlier this year. On re-
ceiving the award, Nadella
said: It’s an honour to re-

ceive a Padma Bhushan
Award and to be recog-
nised with so many ex-
traordinary people.

I’m thankful to the
President, Prime Minister,
and people of India, and
look forward to continu-
ing to work with people
across India to help them
use technology to achieve
more. During the meeting,
Nadella discussed with
Prasad the critical role
digital technology plays in

empowering inclusive
growth in India. The dis-
cussion focused on India’s
growth trajectory and the
country’s potential to be a
global political and tech-
nology leader, according
to Microsoft. We are living
in a period of historic eco-
nomic, societal and tech-
nological change, said
Nadella following his
meeting with Dr Prasad.
The next decade will be
defined by digital technol-
ogy. Indian industries and
organisations of every
size are turning to tech-
nology to help them do
more with less, which will
ultimately lead to greater
innovation, agility and re-
silience, Nadella said.
Hyderabad-born Nadella
was named CEO of
Microsoft in February
2014.

Satya Nadella receives Padma Bhushan
in US; plans to visit India in January

New Delhi, Oct 20:  

Innovation is a key
factor in charting out
the growth trajectory
for India’s technology
sector, and open innova-
tion programmes are in-
creasingly being includ-
ed in agendas to drive
business growth, ac-
cording to industry
body Nasscom’s report.
The report mooted key
measures to develop a
strong open innovation
ecosystem in the coun-
try.

The suggestions in-
clude the creation of a
single platform for all
innovation pro-
grammes, a national
repository of startups,
the establishment of
more ecosystem en-

ablers, the creation of
open innovation market-
place, dedicated incuba-
tion /acceleration pro-
grammes, joint open in-
novation programmes
with other nations and
incentivising key pro-
grammes for startups
and corporates.

Indian enterprises
and startups are in-
creasingly leveraging
external knowledge and
ecosystem for their in-
novation management
strategies said the new
report by the National
Association of Software
and Services Companies
(NASSCOM) in partner-
ship with Aventeum
Advisors. “Innovation is
one of the key factors
defining the growth tra-
jectory for India’s tech-

nology sector and open
innovation models are
rapidly emerging as a
source of innovation
and rapid solutioning,”
it said. A growing roster
of stakeholders is in-
cluding open innovation
programmes in their
agenda, and various
open innovation models
are fuelling this need for
cross-industry collabo-
ration both for business
growth and to maintain
a competitive edge.

The report highlight-
ed that a vibrant collab-
oration model built by
corporates, academia,
investors and associa-
tions is gradually shap-
ing the open innovation
ecosystem in India.

With over 500 collabo-
ration programmes,

open innovation in
India, though nascent,
has been increasingly
adopted by stakeholders
as one of the successful
ways of collaboration.
More than 80 pro-
grammes have been set
up by large Indian en-
terprises and global
multinational compa-
nies, and over 360 by ac-
ademic institutions. At
the same time, investors
and government agen-
cies are actively setting
up incubators, accelera-
tors and partner pro-
grammes to drive open
innovation in the coun-
try. Over 55 such pro-
grammes have been set
up by individual in-
vestors or a group of in-
vestors, the Nasscom re-
port said.

Open innovation models in tech driving rapid
solutioning, business growth: Nasscom report

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

Adani Group, which
missed the date for the
launch of an open offer to
buy an additional 26 per
cent stake in NDTV, on
Wednesday said it is com-
mitted to completing the
process and has asked
SEBI to provide comments
on its draft open offer letter.
The conglomerate, run by
India’s richest man
Gautam Adani, in August
acquired a little-known
company that lent over Rs
400 crore to NDTV’s
founders more than a
decade ago in exchange for
warrants that allowed the
company to acquire a stake
of 29.18 per cent in the
news group at any time.
Post that, Vishvapradhan
Commercial Pvt Ltd
(VCPL) - the firm that
Adani group bought out -
announced that it would on
October 17 launch an open
offer to buy an additional

26 per cent stake from mi-
nority shareholdres of
NDTV. In a stock exchange
filing, Adani Enterprises
Ltd said VCPL has urged
SEBI “to provide its obser-
vations on the Draft Letter
of Offer filed in relation to
the Open Offer, in accor-
dance with the SEBI
(SAST) Regulations.”
VCPL along with AMG
Media Networks and
Adani Enterprises Ltd had
proposed to acquire an ad-
ditional 26 per cent or 1.67
crore equity shares at an
offer price of Rs 294 per
share.

NDTV shares closed at
Rs 332.90 apiece on the BSE
on Wednesday, a 13 per cent
premium to open offer
price of Rs 294 per share.
“The decision to acquire
NDTV was arrived at in
furtherance of the Adani
Group’s objective to set up
a credible next generation
media platform with em-
phasis on digital and

broadcast segments, and
that NDTV is a suitable
broadcast and digital plat-
form to deliver on this vi-
sion,” the filing said. The
open offer was supposed to
launch on October 17, as
per the advertisement by
JM Financial, the firm
which is managing it on be-
half of Adani.

“While the Underlying
Transaction has not been
consummated due to the
stance being taken by
RRPR (the promoter of
NDTV), VCPL is commit-
ted to its vision and in-
tends to proceed with the
open offer in accordance
with the provisions of the
SEBI (Substantial
Acquisition of Shares and
Takeover) Regulations,
2011 (SEBI (SAST)
Regulations), which re-
quire that the Open Offer
be completed regardless of
whether the Underlying
Transaction has been con-
summated”.

Adani says committed to open offer for NDTV

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

Steel prices fell about 40
per cent to Rs 57,000 a
tonne in the domestic
market over the last six
months on subdued ex-
port orders in the wake of
the 15 per cent export
levy, according to
SteelMint.

In early 2022, the prices
of hot rolled coil (HRC)
started showing an up-
ward trend. It had become
a matter of concern for
the user industries as
movements in steel prices
have a direct impact on
industries like real estate
and housing, infrastruc-
ture and construction, au-
tomobile and consumer
goods. The steel prices in
the domestic market
peaked at Rs 78,800 per

tonne in April. After 18
per cent GST levy, the
price was about Rs 93,000
per tonne, the research
firm said. The prices
started to fall from April-
end and came down to Rs
60,200 per tonne towards
the end of June, accord-
ing to SteelMint data. It
continued to fall in July
and August and came
down to Rs 57,000 per
tonne by mid-September.

SteelMint cited “gov-
ernment tax on steel
products, subdued over-
seas demand and high in-
flation and energy costs”
as the reasons for the fall
in steel prices. All prices
are excluding 18 per cent
GST. On the outlook, it
said domestic HRC prices
to remain range-bound in
the next quarter.

Steel prices fall 40 pc 
in last six months to 

Rs 57,000/ton: SteelMint
Helsinki, Oct 20:

Wireless and fixed-net-
work equipment maker
Nokia reported substan-
tially improved third-
quarter profits and higher
sales on Thursday on the
back of strong demand for
5G technology from opera-
tors.

The company, based in
Espoo, Finland, reported
net profit of 551 million
euros (USD 539 million) for
the July-September peri-
od, up 19 per cent from 463
million euros a year earli-
er. Net income attributable
to shareholders was up 21
per cent at 550 million
euros from 454 million
euros a year earlier.
Nokia’s reported sales
were up 16 per cent to 6.2
billion euros.C

CEO Pekka Lundmark
said the company’s third-
quarter performance
demonstrates we are deliv-
ering on our ambition to
accelerate growth. As we
start to look beyond 2022,
we recognise the increas-
ing macro and geopolitical
uncertainty within which
we operate, Lundmark
said in a statement. While
it could have an impact on
some of our customers’ ...
spending, we currently ex-
pect growth on a constant
currency basis in our ad-
dressable markets in 2023.

Nokia is one of the
world’s main suppliers of
5G the latest generation of
broadband technology
along with Sweden’s
Ericsson, China’s Huawei
and South Korea’s
Samsung.

Nokia sees improved
3Q profit, sales on

strong demand for 5G

Bengaluru, Oct 20: 

Xiaomi India, coun-
try’s No.1 smartphone
brand, today announced
its collaboration with
Bharti Airtel, to bring
the finest ‘5G Plus’ net-
work in the hands of
Xiaomi and Redmi
smartphone users. As a
part of this strategic col-
laboration,customers
can experience seamless
video calling, lag free
gaming on the cloud and
blazing fast data upload
and downloads on all
Xiaomi and Redmi 5G
models across categories.
To enjoy ultrafast Airtel
5G Plus connectivity, cus-
tomers just need to goto
network settings and
change their preferred

network to Airtel 5G.
At a time when the

quality of digital experi-
ences matters the most, it
is integral that devices
and internet speeds are
fast and reliable. Over
the course of two years,
Xiaomi India in collabo-
ration with Airtel has
conducted meticulous
testing on its devices to
ensure a seamless transi-
tion for its consumers,
straight out of the box.
Through these trials, the
companies have priori-
tised performance and
stability under severe
circumstances to yield
the best possible out-
comes.

Commenting on the
announcement, Anuj
Sharma – Chief

Marketing Officer,
Xiaomi India,
said,”Xiaomi India has
always played an instru-
mental role in democra-
tizing technology for the
masses, thereby future-
proofing the needs of our
consumers. Our entire
5G smartphone portfolio
enables our consumers to
access 5G services across
India.

Xiaomi’s ability to
offer best-in-class tech-
nology in partnership
with Airtel, will allow
our consumers to be at
the forefront of 5G revo-
lution in India. With high
speeds, superior reliabili-
ty, and negligible latency,
5G services will expand
the mobile ecosystem
into new realms.”

Xiaomi India partners with Airtel
for a seamless 5G experience 

Amazon Fresh to 

prepare for a glorious

festive meal 
BBeennggaalluurruu,,  OOcctt  2200:: Get your
festive needs delivered at your
doorstep and enjoy great deals
and offers on a vast selection
of everyday essentials, fresh
fruits, and vegetables, pooja
essentials, festive gift packs
and much more from Amazon
Fresh during the Amazon Great
Indian Festival. Be it a tradi-
tional regional recipe or mod-
ern-day snacking essentials,
Amazon Fresh hasgot you cov-
ered to make this festive sea-
son special.  Customers can
enjoy up to 50% off and deals
as low as Rs 5. They can also
shop for pooja essentials, gift-
ing selections, combo offers
and more delivered to their
doorstep. For Prime customers,
Amazon Fresh will continue to
enjoy free shipping on all
orders above Rs 249 and above
with an additional INR 300
cashback on the first order
with a minimum order value of
Rs 1000.  

Mumbai, Oct 20: 

HCL founder Shiv
Nadar topped as the most
generous person in the
country with an annual
donation of Rs 1,161 crore,
the EdelGive Hurun India
Philanthropy List 2022 re-
vealed on Thursday.
Nadar, 77, has reclaimed
the ‘India’s most generous’
title with a donation of Rs
3 crore per day, according
to the report. Wipro’s
Azim Premji, 77, slipped to
the second position with
an annual donation of Rs
484 crore after ruling at
the top position for the last
two consecutive years, it
said.

India’s richest man
Gautam Adani, 60, ranked
seventh in Edelgive Hurun
India Philanthropy List
2022, with a donation of Rs

190 crore. The report fur-
ther revealed that in India
a total of 15 individuals
made an annual donation
of over Rs 100 crore, 20 do-
nated over Rs 50 crore and
43 over Rs 20 crore. A M
Naik, 80, group chairman
of Larsen and Toubro,
who donated Rs 142 crore,
is the country’s most gen-
erous professional manag-
er, the report stated. It fur-
ther said that Nithin
Kamath and Nikhil

Kamath of Zerodha in-
creased their donation by
300 per cent to Rs 100 crore.
With donations of Rs 213
crore each, Subroto
Bagchi and N S
Parthasarathy, co-
founders of Mindtree,
stormed into the top 10 of
the Edelgive Hurun India
Philanthropy List 2022.
Ranked as the 12th most
generous Indian, Quess
Corp chairman Ajit Isaac
debuted in the list with a
donation of Rs 105 crore to
the Indian Institute of
Science (IISC), Bengaluru.
Rakesh Gangwal, co-pro-
moter of Indigo Airlines,
also debuted in Edelgive
Hurun India Philanthropy
List 2022 with Rs 100 crore
personal donation to the
School of Medical
Sciences and Technology
at IIT, Kanpur.

HCL’s Shiv Nadar most generous; Premji slips to
2nd position: Hurun India Philanthropy List 2022

Paris Hilton shows
up in Mumbai, all
set to promote
her fragrance

Jet-setting international
socialite, Paris Hilton, who

was most recently in the news
after her interview with
Meghan Markle on the
Archetype podcast of the
Duchess of Sussex, landed in
Mumbai on Wednesday
evening sporting track pants.
She is in Mumbai to promote
her fragrance, Ruby Rush,
along with the international
'Spiritual House' DJ, yoga
guru and 'Heartfulness
Meditation' trainer, Pierre
Ravan. Upon landing in
Mumbai, Hilton was seen
happily clicking selfies with
fans who recognised her and
instantly mobbed her. She wore a
black velvet zipper jacket with
matching track pants. The outfit
had heart-shaped embroidery on
the sleeve. Hilton completed the
look with black sunglasses and a
trendy cap. The hotel heiress is
making her first official appear-
ance on Thursday at the Phoenix
Palladium mall in Mumbai, where
she has promised that apart
from enjoying her company, her
potential customers, who will
get a signed bottle of her fra-
grance, will be able to
groove to DJ Ravan's
music.

ACROSS

1. Eyes

6. Onionlike veggie

10. EMT's word

14. Forest clearing

15. Persia, today

16. Large brass instrument

17. Musical show

18. Urgent

19. Very many (2 wds.)

20. Make into law

21. Picky

23. Eureka!

25. Less green

26. Made a difference

31. Defunct USAF branch

32. Lily species

33. Plaid

35. Swiss mountain

38. Compass pt.

39. Leading lady

40. Compete

41. Distress signal

42. Mr. Schwarzenegger

43. Not all

44. Meddle

45. Private

47. Consent

50. Mar. follower

51. School friend

56. Ascended

60. Clue

61. "____ sesame!"

62. Opponent

63. Brink

64. Requisite

65. Prophets

66. Gentle animal

67. Upper limbs

68. ____ Banks of baseball

DOWN

1. Folklore monster

2. Narrow valley

3. Fluid rock

4. Teach

5. Boil

6. Jar tops

7. Albany's canal

8. Nobleman's title

9. Leg hinge

10. ____ electricity

11. Holland export

12. Higher than

13. Starchy tuber (sl.)

22. Long-legged bird

24. Blood vessel

26. Catholic service
27. Plus
28. Little piggies
29. Merit
30. Sag
31. ____ Day O'Connor
34. Flooring square
35. Stratford-on-____
36. Peru's capital
37. Fruit skin
39. Rabbits' kin
43. More regretful
44. Annoy
46. Thinly distributed
47. Was sore
48. Move smoothly
49. Kitchen appliance
52. Leonardo's "____ Lisa"
53. Mimic
54. Be abundant
55. Conclusions
57. Cookie cooker
58. Eastern garment
59. Other than
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Your optimism will be inspiring today,
Aquarius. You will find that your light-
hearted approach is perfectly suited to
taking care of any issue that arises. Toss
a few jokes into the mix and remind
other people that it isn't necessary to
take things so seriously. The sun is shin-
ing as you proudly parade down the
street with your head held high.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There should be no doubt in your mind
about which way to proceed, Pisces. Don't
let self-doubt sneak into the picture. Your
mind is sensitive and alert, so trust it. Take
the lead when you feel confident about a
situation. Make sure to eat plenty of pro-
tein-rich foods. They'll help stabilize and
bring you another step closer to the real-
ization of your dreams.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You could be the one everyone runs to for
advice today, Aries. You're the one with all
the answers who can easily pull the rabbit
out of a hat. Trust your judgment and
intellectual know-how. Feel free to push
yourself to the limit. If you go too far, you
can always take a step back. If you never
drive all the way to the boundaries, you
will never know how far you can go.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may get frustrated when you find that
people aren't as sensitive to a situation as
you want them to be, Taurus. While you're
looking to make a strong connection with
someone, almost wanting to take posses-
sion of his or her feelings, that person, in
turn, is trying to pull back. People are apt
to gravitate toward rational facts rather
than intense, smothering emotions.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A small spark in a dry field is apt to
whip the hill into flames, Gemini. A
raging wildfire may be underway by
the end of the day. Know that you're
one of the biggest perpetrators, but
don't feel badly about it. Fire is
destructive but also necessary. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Put on some lively music you can dance to
and really kick up your heels, Cancer. It's
time to put away the sour mood and have
fun. You will find that the more you
engage in intellectual discussions with
people today, the more you will get
warmed up to the idea that life should be
fun, not the pain and stress you some-
times make it out to be.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

This is a tremendously expansive time for
you, Leo, and there is very little that will
stop your momentum once you get going.
Your eyes are alive with a spark that says
that you're ready to take on the world.
Believe this about yourself and others will
believe in you. There is a great deal of luck
on your side today, so take a gamble in a
certain part of your life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This is a good time to put things in writing,
Virgo. Your gift with words is apt to shine
today as you write a proposal, email, or love
poem. You're able to communicate very well
when you put your sensitive emotions aside
and concentrate on what you think instead
of what you feel. Expand your influence by
focusing on those things that require a more
cerebral approach.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The day's energy is apt to be lively, making
it much easier to get the things done that
you need to do, Libra. You will find people
are more than eager to help you. The trick
is to integrate your leadership abilities
with the knowledge available from other
people. You will create a winning combina-
tion of power and strength to put to use in
just about any realm of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Obstacles that you have ignored are
suddenly starting to expand beyond
reasonable proportions, Scorpio. Be
careful of what you say as a result,
because your words could spread like
wildfire. This is no laughing matter.
Difficulties in your world are likely to
crop up, and you will find your ego
threatened. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a terrific day for you, Sagittarius,
and you will glow brightly from head to
toe as you radiate your true inner self to
the world. You will find profound joy in
the simplest, most ordinary circum-
stances. If you run out of things to say,
feel free to whistle a tune. This isn't like-
ly to happen today, since you will over-
flow with things to talk about.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Tap into the boisterous, lighthearted
mood of the day instead of getting bogged
down with heavy emotions, Capricorn.
This is a good time to engage your mind
rather than let your heart take control. Be
aware of the expansive nature of the day
that allows you to think clearly without
getting bothered by emotions. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Iswarya
Menon talks
about body
shaming,
staying fit
on her own
terms

A
ctress Iswarya Menon,
one of the Tamil cine-
ma's rising stars, has

opened up about how she was
body-shamed as a child for
being fat and how she shut up
her critics by emerging as an
actress who is admired as
much for her thespian skills as
she is for her fitness.
Taking to Instagram, Iswarya
wrote, "I wanna put out my
personal story here, rather
than putting some random
caption or quotes...
"My journey with fitness has
been very personal. I used to
be really fat as a kid. Back in
school, I was constantly
ridiculed and identified as the
'girl who is fat and looks round
like a maida ball' and many
horribly mean things'.
"People used to always make
fun of me, laugh at me. It
always annoyed me, because I
didn't want to be identified,
recognised like that.
"In modern terms right now,
we call it bullying. But back
then, I used to be super naive
and innocent and I have never
reacted to it. I used to always
smile and go away.
"But in my head, I told myself
no! I am not going to be identi-
fied as 'fat'. That's when
things changed and that's how
my fitness journey started. I
started working out from the
age of 16.
"I took every ridicule as con-
structive criticism and worked
out so hard ever since. Tried
every stupid diet on the planet
to become thin!

A
c t r e s s - s i n g e r
Shruti Haasan,
who is in Greece

for a professional commit-
ment, is making the most
of her days off.

The actress has been
exploring the beautiful
country and has been
sharing the picturesque
sights with her followers
on social media.

The actress said,
"Getting to know a place
is a beautiful thing."

Shruti loves travelling
and has often shared
snapshots of exotic desti-
nations. Greece is one of
the most beautiful coun-
tries in the world and
Shruti is thoroughly en-
joying the travels, the cul-
ture and the food.

On the professional
front, Shruti has her
hands full with 'Salaar',

'Chiru 154' and NBK 107
opposite Prabhas,
Chiranjeevi and

Nandamuri Balakrishna
respectively apart from a
few other projects that are

to be announced soon.
Commenting on her up-

coming projects, Shruti
says, "I'm really really ex-
cited to be a part of these
projects because of the
characters I'm playing
and the people I'm work-
ing with.

"Also, it is special be-
cause it is my third collab-
oration with Gopichand
Malineni. I loved
Prashant sir's work in
'KGF' and I think he really
creates a special world
that you get a grand feel-
ing as an audience and
actor. "I'm having the best
time of my life working
on these films as both the
characters (in Salaar and
NBK107) are so different
from each other."

In Greece for work, Shruti Haasan explores sights

T
amil actress Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
also mother to a

six-month old baby, on
Wednesday said that
motherhood was the
most challenging and re-
warding job she'll ever
have.

Taking to Instagram,
the actress, in a touching
post to her son, wrote, "I
can't believe how fast the
past six months have
gone by or the profound
change that has taken
place in my life.

"I've gone from a scared
young woman holding a
wriggling mass on her
chest and wondering how
she was going to care for
it to now fulfilling
mommy duties and learn-
ing as I go along.

"Of course, balancing
full time work and ensur-
ing I never compromise
on my time, attention,
love, nurturing care for
you- is extremely chal-
lenging, I wouldn't want
it any other way and I

never imagined enjoying,
so much, these fleeting
moments of babydom!

"You now roll on the
floor, swinging left to
right, tummy and back -
it seemed to happen
overnight. You've had
your first cold, first bump
on the head, first time in
the pool, the ocean and
you've started tasting
foods. "Your dad and I
joke that you'll be going
off to college next week
because time is advanc-

ing so quickly. You've left
the helpless newborn you
were such a short time
ago, behind already!

"I'm in awe of how you
take in each little mo-
ment of life and often
overwhelmed at the great
responsibility God has
blessed me with, being
your mother! It's as they
say, the most challenging
and rewarding job I'll
ever have. Happy half
way to 1, my love, my
baby Neil."

Motherhood is most challenging and
rewarding, says Kajal Aggarwal

D
iwali brings renewed hope and
happiness. It symbolises the victo-
ry of light over darkness, good

over evil, and knowledge over ignorance.
&TV actors Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa), Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) share their
Diwali plans with excitement to make the
festival extra special.

Shubhangi Atre, who essays Angoori
Bhabi in &TV show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “In recent years, I have believed
in celebrating a green and eco-friendly
Diwali. I prefer using earthen lamps in-
stead of using artificial lights for decora-
tion. The lighting of the earthen lamp
and diyas made of cow dung looks tradi-
tional and beautiful, and I also prefer
using flowers and organic colours instead
of using chemical colours for rangoli dec-
oration. Every Diwali I make various
sweets at home, and one of my daughter’s
favourites is dry fruit kheer. Also, on
every Laxmi puja, I call my mother in the
morning and note down pointers on how
and on which mahurat I should do Laxmi
puja etc. I pray for everyone’s happiness
and wish everyone a fun-filled Diwali.”

Yogesh Tripathi, who plays Daroga
Happu Singh in &TV show Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares, “I intend to spend
the entire day with my lovely wife and
kids. This is the first Diwali for my new-

born daughter, and I am going all out to
make the event memorable. I have bought
some amazing clothes for her and have
planned to decorate the house in the most
traditional way with diyas, rangoli, and
lamps. A few close friends and family
members will also be joining us for din-
ner to share our happiness this Diwali.
So, I, along with my wife Sapna, decided
to make a delectable menu including pa-
neer ki sabzi, aloo ki puri, gujiya, and
pulav. I hail from Uttar Pradesh and this
festival holds great importance. Our en-
tire family gathers under one roof to cele-
brate it together.

Actors share happiness
to make Diwali special!

D
iwali, the festival of lights,
is celebrated every year to
mark the victory of good

over evil, and knowledge over ig-
norance. The day is celebrated
enthusiastically across the globe
with much galore. Families and
loved ones gather, dress up, deco-
rate their homes, exchange gifts
and make the best out of the day.
On the auspicious occasion of
Diwali, Sony Entertainment
Television artists are all set for
the festival of lights and share
their plans, and memories and
convey their heartwarming
wishes.

Aetashaa Sansgiri aka
Ahilyabai of Punyashlok
Ahilyabai shares, “Diwali is one
of my favourite festival and I ea-
gerly wait for it every year as
along with lights and it also
brings in a reunion of families
and friends. As a kid, I have been

really fond of sweets and eagerly
used to wait for Diwali as it gave
me a chance to happily indulge in
sweets. As a ritual, my mother
used to make faral every Diwali
and she still makes them and
they taste absolutely lovely. I love
the tradition of rangoli and I love
decorating my house with

lanterns and Diyas but I don’t
support bursting firecrackers as
it results in a lot of pollution and
the same goes for this year as
well. I wish everyone a Happy
and a safe Diwali.”

Rajshree Thakur who plays
the role of Pallavi in Appnapan
says “Diwali, is one of the
biggest festivals symbolizing the
victory of light over darkness.
This auspicious occasion is also
one of my favourite festivals
that brings the entire family to-
gether. Every year I celebrate
with my family and close ones.
Right from my childhood days
we have been having Lakshmi
puja at our place, post that we
light up the house with diyas
and fairy lights. And now both
my daughter and I put out the
rangoli, she loves to burst fire-
crackers, though we get her
ones that are noise free. Thus,

here's wishing everyone a very
happy and safe Diwali, may
your lives be filled with love,
light and happiness.”

Abhinav Kapoor aka Vikrant
of Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2
says, “For me, Diwali is all
about togetherness, positivity
and happiness. During this sea-
son, visiting friends for Diwali
parties is like full of excitement.
Since my childhood, doing pooja
with the family and then gorg-
ing on all the yummy sweets has
been a tradition. This time, I
have handpicked special gifts
from my loved ones and plan to
give them a surprise on the day
of Diwali. I will be celebrating a
cracker-free Diwali and would
want everyone to follow the
same. This Diwali I request all
my fans to have a happy, safe
and environment-friendly
Diwali. Happy Diwali!”

Sony TV artists share their special memory of Diwali
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Shaheen and Lockie can spell doom for batters
New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Wahab Riaz's
extraordinary over
to Shane Watson at
the Adelaide Oval
during the 2015
ODI World Cup will
forever remain
etched in the memo-
ry of those who were
fortunate to witness
raw aggression at its
best. The famous
punch line "Pace is
Pace Yaar" was born
after Wahab's over
and its loose English
translation would
mean real pace is
real deal. As we
move towards the
main round of T20
World Cup at the
business end of the
Australian winter,
pace will rule the
roost although on
slightly slower
tracks, fuller lengths
will be equally
important. While
spinners are expect-
ed to play a key role

on the Australian
tracks despite the
soggy weather, those
with scary pace will
provide an x-factor
as there would still
be enough bounce.
The PTI looks at five
bowlers, who have
the ability to make a
difference for their
respective teams.
With no Jasprit
Bumrah in the
Indian line-up, the
Men In Blue' are
missing a trick. And
despite Mohammed
Shami' brilliance in
the warm-up game
against Australia on
the other day in
Brisbane, the bowl-
ing unit doesn't
inspire much confi-
dence. Hence in the
list, there are no
Indian bowlers
although their abili-
ty is unquestionable
and on their day,
they could certainly
get the best out.

He is the
Crown

Prince' of world
cricket's speed merchants. He is
coming back from a serious knee
injury but the manner in which he

got Afghanistan's flashy opener
Rahmanullah Gurbaaz leg before

showed that he has picked up from
where he left before his injury. There was

literally no rustiness as the yorker landed flush
on the left toe of Gurbaz, who couldn't even bring his bat down.
Irfan Pathan would always tell anyone who would like to listen, if
a left-arm seamer is getting the back into the right hander, it's
bad news for the batter. Shaheen had finished the last World T20
contest against India in his very first spell. There will be pace and
at that pace, he will get to swing the ball. India have three right-
handers in top three and all are world class players. But even then
Shaheen will start the contest as the favourite to win the battle.

Josh
Hazlewood is

the unsung hero
of this Australian

cricket team. While Pat Cummins
and Mitchell Starc are bonafide
stars in their own rights but
Hazlewood's discipline gives Aaron
Finch's team the cutting edge that

separates them from the pack. He
may not be as fast as his contempo-

raries but deceptively quick enough to
create trouble. Also hitting the immacu-

late Test match length and probing batters on
that off-stump channel with a touch extra bounce and just enough
lateral movement, Hazlewood is any batter's nightmare. An econ-
omy rate of 7.62 in the 37 games in the slam bang version is more
than good enough but more importantly 53 wickets with four four
wicket hauls is phenomenal.

Shaheen
Shah Afridi
(Pakistan)

Just one little piece of infor-
mation is enough to send
shivers down any batter's
spine. Less than a month ago,
Mark Wood clocked 156 kmph
(nearly 97 miles per hour) on

a placid deck at the
National Stadium in

Karachi. When Mark
Wood bowls, there
would be batters,
who would be
happy to survive

without a broken
bone. If any pace

bowler in world cricket
other than Bumrah, who can
take pitch out of the equa-
tion, it is Wood. His pace is
frightening and ask Haider

Ali, who fended awkwardly
in that game trying to avoid
a broken nose when a sharp

bouncer climbed up on him
viciously. If the flip side to
Wood's pace is his high econ-
omy rate (above 8.37), the
positive side is his strike rate
of getting wickets every 14
deliveries. While a ramp shot
off his bowling can go for six
but Wood will always keep
the third man in business. For
some other bowlers, it might
fall short but in case of Wood
there would always be a
chance of a catch the bound-
ary ropes. For England skip-
per Jos Buttler, as long as
Wood gets him two top-order
wickets per game, he won't
mind him conceding 35 to 38
runs in his quota of overs.

Mark
Wood

(England) He is
one bowler

who is perhaps
born to play T20 cricket. He has
everything copious amounts of
sustained aggression, extreme
pace and enough variations to be

effective on any surface. He has fast
low, full-toss and one needs extreme

explosive power to get under that ball
and tonk it over. Eight out of 10 times, the

batter won't be able to get away as the extra
pace does the trick. His yorker is mean and Ferguson bowls a
pretty lethal bouncer too. In fact, he has variations in his short
balls and if need be, he uses slow cutters to good effect. An econ-
omy rate of 6.84 in 21 T20Is is absolutely brilliant. One of his
strengths is adaptability and one saw that during Gujarat Titans'
IPL triumph in which he played a major role on flat decks across
Indian centres.

Lockie
Ferguson (New

Zealand)

By the
time Rashid

Khan is done
with his career, he will break all the
T20 bowling records, whether in
franchise cricket in which he is one
of the MVP's or international cricket

for Afghanistan. That he has played
for 20 plus teams in shortest formats

(T20 and T10) shows how desperately
teams want him. The 118 wickets that he

has taken from 71 games, at an economy rate of
less than 6.5, is mind boggling. While many teams are trying to play
him as an off-spinner, letting his stock delivery to come in, the crafty
Afghan of late has varied his pace a lot. He is consciously at times
trying to be slower through the air and let the ball hang and then dip
on occasions. Rashid played for new franchise Gujarat Titans this
season and despite batters trying to play his quota of overs out, he
still managed 19 wickets. At the national level, at times, the inexperi-
ence of his bowling unit does take a toll on Rashid but he is still
Afghanistan's One Man Army' destined for greatness. 

Rashid
Khan

(Afghanistan)

Josh
Hazlewood
(Australia)

Geelong, Oct 20 (PTI):

Kusal Mendis stood tall
with a gritty 79 as Asian
champions Sri Lanka
bounced back from their
early debacle to seal their
Super 12 berth with a 16-
run win over the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on
Thursday.

Despite the loss, the
Dutch joined the Lankans
in the Super 12 with UAE
handing them a huge
favour by winning against
Namibia in the group A fi-
nale here later in the day.
This was UAE's first ever
victory in the T20 World
Cup.

Facing an early elimina-
tion after being shocked by
Namibia in the T20 World
Cup opener at the same
venue on Sunday, Sri Lanka
first crushed UAE by 79
runs and then on Thursday
they come out on top
against the Dutch to post a
stiff 162 for six with wicket-
keeper-batter Mendis lead-
ing the show in his 44-ball
knock. In reply, the Dutch,
who led group A with wins
over Namibia and UAE,

managed 146 for 9 as the
Lankan spin twins
Wanindu Hasaranga (4-0-28-
3) and Maheesh
Theekshana (4-0-32-2)
stymied their chase with
perfect death over execu-
tion. For the Dutch, opener
Max O'Dowd came up with
a valiant 71 not out from 53
balls (6x4, 3x6) but he lacked
the final flourish with hard-
ly any support from the
middle and lower order bat-
ters.

Sri Lanka join England,
Australia, New Zealand and
Afghanistan in Group 1
while Netherlands move to
Group 2 comprising India,
Pakistan, South Africa and

Bangladesh. 2014 champi-
ons Sri Lanka, who were
fresh from winning the
Asia Cup in UAE, faced a
difficult road in the T20
showpiece after being stum-
bled by Namibia in the
opening match.

Since then, the Lankans
came back strongly to
crush UAE to lift their NRR
but only to face injury woes
to star seamer Dushmantha
Chameera (torn calf),
Pramod Madushan (ham-
string) and Danushka
Gunathilaka (hamstring).

But the Shanaka-led side
showed amazing resilience
in the match that mattered
most with opener Mendis

leading the way.
Opting to bat, Sri Lanka

had a slow and cautious
start and lost Pathum
Nissanka (14 off 21b) and
Dhananjaya de Silva (0) off
successive deliveries right
after the power-play.

Paul van Meekeren (2/25)
impressed with his raw
pace and hostility, while
spinners Tim Pringle (3-0-
22-0) and Roelof van der
Merwe (3-0-16-0) were at
their tidy best.

The Dutch had complete
control early on as the
Lankans struggled to get
going in the middle overs
and it seemed Sri Lanka
won't get past that 140-run
mark but Mendis had other
ideas.

He smashed five fours
and five sixes and went on
to equal his career best
score before getting out in
the second ball of the final
over as the Dutch bowling
fell apart in the death.

Thanks to Mendis' show,
Sri Lanka scored 102 off the
last 10 overs to set up a stiff
chase for the Dutch.

In reply, Theekshana
gave the first breakthrough,
removing Vikramjit Singh
inside the fourth over, while
Lahiru Kumara (1/28) dis-
missed Bas de Leede (14) in-
side the powerplay.

Clinical Sri Lanka seal
Super 12 berth

̈ Netherlands qualify
too despite loss

Madrid, Oct 20 (AP):

Karim Benzema and ref-
eree Jesus Gil Manzano
looked at each other and
started to laugh. The Ballon
d'Or winner couldn't bear
seeing another one of his
goals being disallowed. He
had already found the net
twice, but neither had
counted because of offside.

That third one did,
though, and Madrid defeat-
ed Elche 3-0 on Wednesday
to increase its Spanish
league lead after defeating
Barcelona in the first "clasi-
co" of the season on Sunday.

Madrid opened a six-
point lead over its Catalan
rival, which will host sev-
enth-place Villarreal on
Thursday. It was the ninth
win in 10 matches for the de-
fending champions. Madrid

remains the only unbeaten
team in the league.

Earlier, the start of the
match between Real
Sociedad and Mallorca was
delayed for about 15 min-
utes after a Sociedad fan fell
ill in the stands and later
died. Benzema, who on
Monday won the Ballon
d'Or award for best player of
the year, had his goals disal-
lowed for offside in the sixth
and 61st minutes. He also
caused a David Alaba goal
to be called off for being off-
side in the 26th. All calls
came after video review.

Benzema's goal from in-
side the area in the 75th
after a back-heel assist by
Rodrygo counted, though,
and the French striker
could laugh about it after
Manzano finally confirmed
the goal.

Ballon d’Or winner Benzema
scores as Madrid beats Elche 3-0

Real
Madrid's
French 
forward
Karim
Benzema
gestures
after 
scoring a
goal that 
was later
annulled 
during the
Spanish
league 
football
match
between
Elche CF and
Real Madrid
CF at the
Martinez
Valero 
stadium in
Elche .

Dhaka, Oct 20 (PTI):

India will tour
Bangladesh for the first
time since 2015 for three
ODIs and two Tests begin-
ning December 4, the
country's cricket board
(BCB) announced here on
Thursday. Dhaka's Mirpur
Stadium will host all the
three ODIs on December 4,
7 and 10 and the series will
then move to Chattogram
for the first Test from
December 14 to 18.

The teams will be back
in Dhaka for the second
and final Test from
December 22 to 26,
Bangladesh Cricket Board
president Nazmul Hassan
said in a statement. "The
Bangladesh-India matches
in recent history have
given us some epic con-
tests and fans from both
countries are eagerly wait-
ing for another memo-
rable series," Hassan said.
"I thank the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India for working closely
with the BCB in confirm-
ing the schedule. We look
forward to welcoming the
Indian team to
Bangladesh," he added.

The two-match series
will have crucial World
Test Championship points
at stake. Last edition's run-
ners-up India are current-
ly placed fourth in the
standings.

Bengaluru, Oct 20 (PTI):

Having lost the title nar-
rowly last time, Indian
men's junior hockey team
will be keen to reclaim the
Sultan of Johor Cup
which is returning after
three years following the
COVID-19 pandemic, said
skipper Uttam Singh.

The two-time former
champions squandered a
1-0 lead to go down 1-2 to
Great Britain and settle
for a silver medal in 2019.

"We have held several
discussions at the training
camp and we are confident
that we have enough talent
in our squad to win the
title," the Indian Colts
skipper said before leaving

for Kuala Lumpur late on
Wednesday. The CR
Kumar-coached side will
open their campaign
against hosts Malaysia at
Johor Bahru on October
22. They will also be up
against South Africa
(October 23), Japan
(October 25), Australia
(October 26) and defending
champions Great Britain
(October 28). The top two
teams will face off in the
summit clash on October
29. "Our team is excited to
compete against some of
the strong teams that will
be participating in the
contest. It will be a good
chance for us to test our
squad and to grow as a
unit," Singh said.

The tournament is re-
turning after three years
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. India had won the
tournament in 2013 and
2014, while finishing run-
ners-up four times in the
past. "We will not take any
team lightly and play as
per the situation in the
match. We will have to at-
tack well when in posses-
sion but also be ready to
defend in an instant,"
Singh concluded.

The Indian skipper
played the Junior World
Cup at home in 2021 where
they finished fourth, going
down to France. He also
has debuted for the senior
side at the Asia Cup earli-
er this year.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI):

Former champions
India have improved dras-
tically over the last two
decades and possess the
"courage and determina-
tion" to go all the way at
the upcoming World Cup,
feels Charles Cornelius, a
member of the 1973 edi-
tion silver medal winning
team.

India are set to host the
men's hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

"The Indian team has
drastically improved over
the past couple of decades
...Today, the Indian team is
beating all top teams and
giving them a tough time.
This team is well prepared
and extremely confident

about their skills,"
Cornelius told Hockey
India's Flashback Series -
World Cup Special.

"Hockey has come along
in a very good way in
India. I have to appreciate
the players and the
Coaches who have trained
them. Today, these young
players have courage and
determination to win."

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallists India, who are
currently world No. 5 in
the FIH rankings, are
clubbed alongside
England (6), Spain (8) and
World Cup debutants
Wales (16) in pool D.

"They have the courage,
the quality, the determina-
tion to reach the Semi-
Finals, after which any of
the four teams can win, as
a lot depends on luck. But I
am confident that this

Indian team have the
tenacity to go all the way
through and win the tro-
phy once again."

India have won just
three medals (bronze in
the inaugural, silver in
1973 and gold in 1975) at
the World Cup since the
event's inception in 1971.

Former India goalkeep-
er Cornelius, who is also a
winner of the bronze
medal in the 1971 World
Cup, feels a few changes in
rules that have improved
the quality of the sport
and the players.

"Back in the day, only 11
players used to play and
substitutions were called
in only when someone was
injured. Today, players
keep coming out after 10
minutes, after playing
with full energy and giv-
ing their all on the turf.

Melbourne, Oct 20 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's immense experi-
ence helps in dealing with
pressure situation, says star
batter Rishabh Pant, who is
hoping to rekindle his batting
partnership with the former
skipper when India takes on
Pakistan in the T20 World Cup
on Sunday.
"He (Kohli) can actually teach
you how to go through situa-
tions, which might help you in
your cricket journey going for-
ward, so it is nice batting with
him as always," Pant was
quoted as saying by the T20
World Cup site.
"It's good to have someone
with a lot of experience bat-
ting with you because he can
take you through how to take
the game on and how to main-
tain that run-a-ball pressure
kind of thing."

India to tour
Bangladesh for
three ODIs, two

Tests in December

We’ve enough talent to reclaim
Johor Cup: Skipper Singh

Kohli can teach
you how to go

through pressure
situations: Pant

India have everything they need
to win World Cup: Cornelius

Karnal, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Currently out on parole,
Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh for the past a few
days has been holding on-
line discourses, which have
been attended by BJP lead-
ers from Haryana. His pa-
role has once again coincid-
ed with some polls in the re-
gion, the third such in-
stance in the current year.
Haryana will be witnessing
panchayat elections and
the bypolls to the Adampur
Assembly seat next month.

The dera chief, who is
serving a 20-year jail for

raping his two disciples,
had earlier come out of
prison on a month-long pa-
role in June, ahead of the
elections to 46 municipali-
ties in Haryana.

He was granted three
weeks furlough from
February 7, barely two
weeks before the Punjab
Assembly elections. The
Sirsa dera has a large num-
ber of followers in
Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
The 55-year-old Sirsa dera
chief is holding online "sat-
sangs" from the dera's
Barnawa ashram in UP's
Bagphat.

Afghan refugees craft new life
selling handmade products

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Building a new life in
India, the women Afghan
refugees living in the na-
tional capital have estab-
lished a full-time career
making handmade prod-
ucts and teaching handi-
craft to other refugee
women. Farida Khair
Khwa, 46, an Afghan
refugee who arrived in
India in 2016, teaches art
and craft to at least 60
refugee women and asylum
seekers, free of cost in
South Delhi's Jangpura.

"I teach art and craft to at
least 60 women refugees as
well as Asylum-seekers free
of cost. The shop is situated

near Samman Bazar in
Bhogal," Farida told PTI.
The training school for art
and crafts was started by
Farida and two of her
friends in April, aiming to
help the young refugee
women in India. "We start-
ed this business 6 months
ago. We make earrings, key
chains, handbags, purses,
coasters, traditional
clothes, and food as well.
Farida, who has always
been keen about art and
crafts, said that she had a
longstanding desire to own
a business. "I always want-
ed to start a business of my
own in Afghanistan, but I
chose to focus on my family
because my children were

very young," she told PTI.
"After moving to India, I
was looking for a job and
gradually started talking
about the idea to my
refugee friends, who were
equally interested," she
said. Farida and her
friends received help from
'Silaiwaali' -- a social enter-
prise in New Delhi which
up-cycles waste fabric gen-
erated by clothing manu-
facturers for refugees to
make handicraft items. She
said that the social enter-
prise not only helped them
with materials, but also
taught them how to adver-
tise their products and paid
them a monthly salary of
Rs 5,000 for five months.

Maha govt to fill up 75,000
non-MPSC vacancies

Mumbai, Oct 20 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Thursday de-
cided to fill up vacancies
for 75,000 posts which fall
outside the purview of the
Maharashtra Public
Service Commission
(MPSC), an official release
said here.

A cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde also decid-
ed to set up a Niti Aayog-
like body to advise the
state government, the
CMO statement said.

TCS and IBPS will con-
duct examinations for re-

cruitment of 75,000 class-B,
class-C and class-D non-
gazetted employees, the
cabinet decided. In another
decision, the cabinet ap-
proved a proposal to set up
the `Maharashtra
Institution for
Transformation' on the
lines of the Niti Aayog to
provide guidance to the
state government on policy.

The government also
decided to set up 2,800 self-
help groups for women
from minority communi-
ties in Marathwada,
Vidarbha and North
Maharashtra. As many as
1,500 women will be pro-

vided skilled development
training under this initia-
tive. The cabinet approved
a proposal to waive crop
loans of a total of Rs
964.15 crore taken by farm-
ers from land develop-
ment banks. The assets
and properties of land de-
velopment banks will be
transferred to the state
government, the release
said.

To improve farmers' in-
come, the government will
provide funds to the
M a h a r a s h t r a
Agribusiness Network
(MAGNET) as grants. The
cabinet also decided to

withdraw police cases reg-
istered in the course of po-
litical and social agita-
tions till June 30, 2022.

Penalty and interest will
be waived for vehicle own-
ers who scrap their old ve-
hicles voluntarily. The de-
cision is expected to help
resolve the issue of old ve-
hicles clogging the roads,
the CMO release said.

The government also
announced a telecommu-
nications infrastructure
policy to facilitate the roll-
out of 5G technology. It
will apply to both under-
ground and over-ground
optical fiber cables.
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Set up Niti Aayog-like body

Mistry slams Tharoor over allegations
of ‘irregularities’ in Cong prez poll

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Congress's central elec-
tion authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry on
Thursday accused Shashi
Tharoor's team of having
two faces -- one for the
party's poll body and one
for the media -- and rejected
allegations of irregulari-
ties during the just-con-
cluded AICC presidential
poll, sources said.

In his response to Team
Tharoor's letter in which
"extremely serious irregu-
larities" were flagged in the
conduct of the election in
Uttar Pradesh, Mistry said
the poll body satisfied the
candidate on every com-

plaint but despite that he
raised all those points in
the media before bringing
them to "our notice". "I am
sorry to say that you had
one face before me which
communicated that you're
satisfied with all our an-
swers and action and differ-
ent face in the media which
made all these allegations
against us," Mistry said in
his letter to Tharoor's chief
election agent Salman Soz,
according to sources. The
campaign team of Tharoor,
who lost the party's presi-
dential polls to Mallikarjun
Kharge, had written to
Mistry, flagging "extremely
serious irregularities" in
the conduct of the election

in Uttar Pradesh. Besides
demanding that all votes
from Uttar Pradesh be
deemed invalid, Tharoor's
campaign team had also
separately raised "serious
issues" in the conduct of
the election in Punjab and
Telangana. In his letter to
Mistry, Soz had said the
facts are "damning" and the
election process in Uttar
Pradesh is "devoid of credi-
bility and integrity". In his
response to Team Tharoor,
Mistry said, "You say in
your letter that 'we kept
quiet in the party's interest
and we saw unjust and un-
fair treatment that prevent-
ed us from operating on a
level playing field'.

Out on parole, Sirsa dera chief
holds online discourses
Some BJP leaders in attendance



Released
NNooiiddaa::Politician Shrikant
Tyagi, who was arrested
in August for assaulting a
woman in a Noida society,
was released from jail on
Thursday, officials said.
Tyagi was lodged at the
Luksar jail in Greater
Noida since August 9, and
was granted bail by the
Allahabad High Court two
days ago. "He was
released this (Thursday)
evening after all legal for-
malities," Jail
Superintendent Arun
Pratap Singh told PTI.

Withdrawal 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The process
of withdrawal of the south-
west monsoon started in
Odisha on Thursday and has
so far left at least 19 of the
30 districts of the state, the
weatherman said. The
southwest monsoon has
completely been withdrawn
from Sundergarh,
Jharsuguda, Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Deogarh,
Sambalpur, Bargarh,
Bolangir, Sonepur, Angul
districts. It has also left
Dhenkanal, Boudh, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur,
Jajpur, Kendrapada, Cuttack
and Nayagarh, the Met
office said.

Seize
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Police have
seized over 13,700 kg of
firecrackers and regis-
tered 75 cases in this con-
nection in October, offi-
cial data showed. The
data comprises records
from October 1 to 19. The
police seized 13,767.719
kg firecrackers for stor-
age or sale and registered
75 cases in this connec-
tion. It has also registered
six cases related to burst-
ing of firecrackers and
seized 3.608 kg crackers.

Jail term
KKoottaa:: A court here award-
ed 20-year jail to a man
for raping a minor girl
and also slapped a fine of
Rs 25,000 on him. The
convict, Munesh Meena,
had raped a Class 12 stu-
dent who lived in his
neighbourhood, Public
Prosecutor Vijay Kachawa
said. The incident took
place in March, 2020.

Resume
RRuuddrraapprraayyaagg::  Helicopter
services to the
Uttarakhand's Kedarnath
temple resumed, two
days after a chopper
crash in the area killed a
pilot and six pilgrims. On
Wednesday, a day after
the accident, various avi-
ation companies resumed
helicopter operations and
981 pilgrims were taken
to Kedarnath, according
to officials.
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A woman with her pet dog 
participates in a demonstration
against bursting of firecrackers
during Diwali celebrations, in

Kolkata, Thursday.
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Kevadia, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and United
Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on
Thursday launched
Mission LiFE, a global plan
of action aimed at saving
the planet from the disas-
trous consequences of cli-
mate change.

The launch of the mis-
sion, aimed at encouraging
people towards sustainable
living, comes ahead of next
month's mega UN climate
meet in Egypt.

The action plan - a list of
ideas on lifestyle changes
that can be taken up as cli-
mate-friendly behaviour -
along with the logo and
tagline for Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment)
were jointly launched by
Modi and Guterres at
Kevadia in Gujarat. Modi
asked people to adopt the

concept of 'reduce, reuse
and recycle' and circular
economy and said India is
committed to tackling the
menace of climate change.

He said Mission LiFE
will strengthen the concept
of a pro-people planet. The
mission signifies "lifestyle
of the planet, for the planet
and by the planet".

Mission LiFE aims at fol-
lowing a three-pronged
strategy for changing peo-
ple's collective approach to-
wards sustainability.

This includes nudging in-
dividuals to practice simple
yet effective environment-
friendly actions in their
daily lives (demand), en-
abling industries and mar-
kets to respond swiftly to
the changing demand (sup-
ply), and to influence gov-
ernment and industrial pol-
icy to support both sustain-
able consumption and pro-
duction (policy).

Raipur, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel never met any high
court judge, the
Chhattisgarh government
told the Supreme Court on
Thursday, rejecting a top cen-
tral government law officer's
suggestion about his proba-
ble complicity in the state's
PDS scam. The Supreme
Court was hearing an
Enforcement Directorate
plea seeking transfer of a
PMLA case related to the
'Nagrik Apurti Nigam'
(NAN) or the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
scam outside the state.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the ED,
had referred to the
WhatsApp chat of an alleged
close aide to the chief minis-
ter that a judge had met the
CM two days before bail was
granted to some of the ac-
cused in the NAN scam case.

"We took instructions. The
chief minister never met
any high court judge," senior
lawyer Kapil Sibal told the
court on Thursday. Mehta re-

sponded, saying he had only
referred to the Whatsapp
chat. The apex court bench
comprising Chief Justice
Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justices Ajay Rastogi and S
Ravindra Bhat, meanwhile,
refused to further hear the

ED's plea on account of
paucity of time and unavail-
ability of the special bench
to finish the hearing and ad-
journed it to the week com-
mencing November 14.

The CJI, who will demit of-
fice on November 8, and the
other two judges are part of
three separate benches and
they come together for this
case only by disturbing the
regular functioning of the
other three courts.

"Though, we heard advo-
cates appearing for the par-
ties at some length, but con-
sidering the facts and cir-
cumstances on record and
particularly the fact that the
submissions would not be
over in one session, the mat-
ter is released from being
part heard," the order said.

Ordering re-sealing of the
documents filed by the ED
and the state government,
the bench said the apex court
registry is directed to list the
matter before an appropriate
bench in the week of
November 14, after taking ap-
propriate instructions from
the CJI.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Jewellery stocks worth
more than Rs 149 crore
have been seized by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) after it raided
Hyderabad-based two
gems and jewels groups as
part of a money launder-
ing probe linked to alleged
cheating with MMTC, a
public sector enterprise.

The searches were
launched against MBS
Jewellers Pvt Ltd,
Musaddilal Gems and
Jewels India Pvt Ltd, and
their directors Sukesh
Gupta and Anurag Gupta
on October 17 at five loca-
tions in Telangana's capi-
tal city and Vijaywada in
Andhra Pradesh. The

seizure includes jewellery
stocks of Rs 149.10 crore
and a cash amount of Rs
1.96 crore, the ED said in a
statement issued on
Thursday.

Sukesh Gupta was sub-
sequently arrested by the
federal agency on October
18 and a special Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court, a day later
on October 19, sent him to
14 days judicial custody,
the ED said.

The money laundering
case stems from a CBI FIR
and chargesheet filed
against Sukesh Gupta and
his companies for defraud-
ing MMTC Limited in pur-
chase of gold bullion
under buyer's credit
scheme. "Sukesh Gupta in
active connivance with few
officials of MMTC

Hyderabad had continu-
ously lifted gold without
forex cover and without
adequate security deposits
and his dues were consis-
tently misreported to the
MMTC head office and
without squaring off the
existing losses, his firms
continued lifting more and
more gold from MMTC for
their personal gain and
this ultimately caused a
loss of public money to the
tune of Rs 504.34 crore to
the MMTC," the agency
said. Sukesh Gupta, it said,
"colluded" with various of-
ficers of MMTC
Hyderabad and painted a
wrong picture of his ac-
count and kept on lifting
gold to carry on its busi-
ness as usual and MMTC
ultimately suffered a "mas-
sive" loss.

Kanker, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Security forces on
Thursday recovered a
powerful improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) - sus-
pected to have been plant-
ed by Maoists - in Kanker
district of Chhattisgarh,
police said.

The explosive packed in
an iron pipe, weighing 10
kg, also called a pipe
bomb, was seized near
Tekapar village under
Koyalibeda police station
limits when a team of
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) was out on a search
operation, said Amarnath
Sidar, Sub Divisional
Officer of Police (SDOP)
Antagarh. While cordon-
ing off a forested hill, the
patrolling team detected
the bomb hidden under

bushes along a dirt track
to target security forces,
he said, adding that a
major tragedy was averted
with the recovery.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will launch
'Rozgar Mela', a drive to re-
cruit 10 lakh people, on
October 22 via video-confer-
ence and appointment let-
ters will be given to 75,000
candidates during the cere-
mony, the PMO said on
Thursday.

The PMO said this will be
a significant step forward
towards fulfilling the con-
tinuous commitment of the
prime minister to provid-
ing job opportunities for the
youth and ensuring welfare
of citizens.

The development comes

amid the opposition's con-
stant criticism of the BJP-
led government on the
issue of unemployment.
Opposition parties have al-
leged a lack of adequate
employment opportunities,
a charge rejected by the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The drive will also
help the BJP counter the
Opposition in the poll-
bound states of Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.

In June this year, Modi
had asked various govern-
ment departments and min-
istries to undertake the re-
cruitment of 10 lakh people
on a "mission mode" in the
next year and a half.

London, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Embattled British Prime
Minister Liz Truss on
Thursday resigned as the
Conservative Party leader
saying she can no longer
deliver the mandate she
was elected on last month,
ending her tenure at 10
Downing Street in London
after just 45 days in the job
following an open revolt
against her chaotic leader-
ship.

The 47-year-old outgoing
prime minister will stay in
charge until her successor
is elected by the governing

Tory party, with a speeded-
up leadership election to be
completed by next week.
Her former leadership
rival, Rishi Sunak, is seen
as a frontrunner in that
race but a consensus with-

in a divided Tory party re-
mains elusive, with the
Opposition Labour Party
renewing calls for an im-
mediate general election.

"I recognise though that
given the situation, I can-
not deliver the mandate on
which I was elected by the
Conservative Party," Truss
said in a brief statement
outside 10 Downing Street.

The embattled leader
said she had spoken to
King Charles III to notify
him of her resignation and
also met the 1922
Committee chair Sir
Graham Brady, in charge of
Tory leadership elections.
"We have agreed that there
will be a leadership elec-
tion to be completed within

the next week. This will en-
sure that we remain on a
path to deliver our fiscal
plans and maintain our
countries economic stabili-
ty and national security. I
will remain as Prime
Minister until a successor
has been chosen," added
Truss.

A downcast Truss, who
stepped out of 10 Downing
Street with her husband,
said she had taken over at a
time of great instability
but ultimately admitted
she had failed in her mis-
sion to deliver her econom-
ic agenda.

Truss was Britain's third
female Prime Minister
after Margaret Thatcher
and Theresa May.

New York, Oct 20: 

Unidentified Flying
Objects (UFOs) are being
sighted in the sky over the
Pacific Ocean for the last
two months, according to a
UFO researcher.

Ben Hansen, former FBI
agent and host of the
Discovery+ show, 'UFO
Witness', procured footage
and air traffic control
recordings of mid-air UFO
sightings by the pilots, re-
ported New York Post.

Pilots from Southwest
Airlines, Hawaiian
Airlines and several oth-
ers spotted multiple air-
craft in the region. A for-
mer military pilot said

that he witnessed several
aircraft flying above him.

While flying a charter
jet off the Los Angeles
coast, Pilot Mark Hulsey
radioed the air traffic con-
trol on August 18, asking,
"We've got a few aircraft to
our north here and he's
going around in circles,
much higher altitude than
us. Any idea what they
are?" The controller said
that he was not sure.

In just 23 minutes,
Hulsey reported that he
spotted seven such air-
craft, flying above him be-
tween 5,000 to 10,000 feet,
which was initially three.

In the recording, Hulsey
says, "They just keep going

in circles. I was an F-18
pilot in the Marine Corps,
and I'm telling you, I've
done many intercepts, I've
never seen anything like
this." Hansen said that the
pilot who has claimed that
he spotted strange lights
was "seen by upwards of
15 different commercial
flights. And at least six pi-
lots are willing to go on
record with their names
and everything if asked to
do so by any investigative
agencies," he said.

An FAA spokesperson
told a leading publication
that whenever a pilot re-
ports strange sightings to
an air traffic control facili-
ty, it documents it.

Pune, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Chief Executive Officer of
Serum Institute of India
(SII), Adar Poonawalla, on
Thursday said the vaccine
manufacturer stopped the
production of Covishield
vaccine starting December
2021, and of the total stock
available at that time,
around 100 million doses
had already got expired.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the annual
general meeting of
Developing Countries
Vaccine Manufacturers
Network (DCVMN), he said
booster vaccines have no de-
mand as there is general
lethargy among people and

also because they are fed up
with the pandemic. "Since
December 2021, we stopped
the production (of
Covishield). We had a stock
of a few hundred million
doses at that time and of
that, 100 million doses have
already expired," said
Poonawalla when asked
about the update on the
Covishield vaccine. He said
the SII's vaccines are allowed
to be mixed. "Now, Covovax
should be allowed in two
weeks. So I think they will
and should probably have
the policy to mix boosters. If
WHO allowed it, then maybe
the Indian regulator will and
should allow it. But again,
boosters have no demand at
the moment. There is lethar-
gy generally. People are fed
up of COVID, vaccines. To be
honest, I am also fed up with
it. We all are," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

ISRO plans to launch
Chandrayaan-3, its third mis-
sion to the moon, in June next
year with a more robust lunar
rover onboard which is crucial
for future inter-planetary
explorations.
The space agency has also
lined up the first test flight of
the 'abort mission' for
Gaganyaan, the country's first
human spaceflight, early next
year.
"Chandrayaan-3 (C-3) launch
will be in June next year
onboard the Launch Vehicle
Mark-3 (LVM3)," said Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) chairman S Somnath
while interacting with media
personnel on the sidelines of
an event here.
He said ISRO plans to fly
Indian astronauts into orbit by
the end of 2024 after carrying

out successful abort missions
and uncrewed test flights.
India's maiden attempt to land
a rover on the moon ended in
failure after the Vikram lander
onboard the Chandrayaan-2
mission crashed on the sur-
face of the moon in
September 2019.
"C-3 is ready now. It is not a
replica of C-2. The rover is
there. The engineering is sig-
nificantly different. We have
made it more robust so that it
does not have problems like
last time," Somnath said.

MISSION LiFE LAUNCH

Adopt concept of ‘reduce,
reuse and recycle’: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Secretary General of the
United Nations Antonio Guterres during the launch of the Mission
LiFE at Statue of Unity in Ekta Nagar, Kevadia, Thursday.

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres on Thursday
said overconsumption has resulted in a three-fold planetary emer-
gency of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution, and
called for the need to treat the earth's resources judiciously and
respectfully. Guterres, who jointly launched Mission LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) with Prime Minister Narendra Modi here,
lamented that in the current times, greed was prevailing over
need, and urged people to adopt a sustainable way of living.

‘Over consumption invited climate change, 
biodiversity loss and pollution’
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M CM never met any HC
judge, state govt tells SC

The Supreme Court was hear-
ing an Enforcement Directorate
plea seeking transfer of a
PMLA case related to the
'Nagrik Apurti Nigam' (NAN) or
the Public Distribution System
(PDS) scam outside the state.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the ED, had
referred to the WhatsApp chat
of an alleged close aide to the
chief minister that a judge had
met the CM two days before
bail was granted to some of
the accused in the NAN scam
case."We took instructions.
The chief minister never met
any high court judge," senior
lawyer Kapil Sibal told the
court on Thursday. Mehta
responded, saying he had only
referred to the Whatsapp chat.

Important 
developments.....

Powerful pipe bomb recovered 

The explosive packed in an
iron pipe, weighing 10 kg, also
called a pipe bomb, was
seized near Tekapar village
under Koyalibeda police sta-
tion limits when a team of
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
was out on a search operation,
said Amarnath Sidar, Sub
Divisional Officer of Police
(SDOP) Antagarh. While cor-
doning off a forested hill, the
patrolling team detected the
bomb hidden under bushes
along a dirt track to target
security forces, he said,
adding that a major tragedy
was averted with the recovery.

'Major tragedy averted’

ED seizes Rs 149-cr jewellery stocks 
̈ Of Hyderabad groups

ROZGAR MELA

PM to launch drive to
recruit 10 lakh people

LIGHTING SHOW 

A solar-powered 3D projection mapping and heritage lighting show at Sun Temple
in Modhera, Thursday.

Liz Truss quits as UK PM
̈ After just 45 days

amid open revolt

Britain's Prime Minister Liz
Truss addresses the media in

Downing Street in London,
Thursday.

‘Chandrayaan-3 launch
in June next year’

S Somnath 

SURPRISING FACT

‘Pilots flying over Pacific
Ocean spot several UFOs’

‘SII stopped Covishield
production in Dec 2021’
̈ Poonawalla claims

there are no takers
for booster shots 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: The road re-
pair works will be launched
in civic body limits soon.
288 roads damaged due to
rains have been identified
for conducting the repair
works. An amount of Rs 44
crore will be spent on this
project. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
has directed the PWD offi-
cials to start the repair
work at the earliest.

He said that there would
be monitoring officers to en-

sure quality repair work.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi will be the
nodal officer of the district
for monitoring the repair
work of the roads. Under
her guidance, a nodal offi-
cer will be appointed for
every ten roads. It needs to
be mentioned here that in
the last meeting, the
Collector had given instruc-
tions to identify the roads
damaged due to rains. 10

such roads have been identi-
fied in the limits of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
The cost of their repair will
be Rs 8 crore 83 lakh. There
are 77 such roads in Durg
Municipal Corporation lim-
its which will be repaired at
a cost of Rs 10 crore 15 lakh.
There are 185 such roads in
Risali Municipal
Corporation, whose repair
cost is Rs 18 crore 22 lakh.
There are 16 such roads in

Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation whose repair
cost will be Rs 7 crore 5
lakh. In this way, 288 roads
of the municipal corpora-
tions of the district will be
repaired soon at a cost of
about Rs 44 crore. PWD
Executive Engineer Ashok
Shrivas stated that the de-
partment has made full
preparations for this work.
He claimed that the work
will be completed with qual-
ity within the time limit. It
needs to be mentioned here
that along with this project,
instructions have been
given for the maintenance
of roads in the municipal
councils, nagar panchayats
and rural areas also.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 20: Corporate
Social Responsibility
Department (CSR) of
Rowghat Mines Project of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
under the banner of 'Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' organ-
ised a testing camp for dis-
tribution of free assistive
devices to Divyangjans
from October 17 to 19, 2022
in Khodgaon and
Narayanpur.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by organising a test-
ing camp for distribution
of free assistive devices to
Divyangjans on October
17, 2022 at Khodgaon.123
registered for the camp in
Khodgaon and
Narayanpur out of which
41 females and 82 males
have been selected. The
registered persons will be
given 337 assistive devices
with support from BSP
and ALIMCO.

The three-day camp was
organised from 11:00 hrs to

17:00 hrs in collaboration
with "Artificial Limb
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India" (AL-
IMCO), an Enterprise of
the Government of India
under the Ministry of
Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

The camp was organised
in the Khodgaon
Panchayat area of

Narayanpur district.
Divyangjan were tested
and selected for assistive
devices as per the require-
ment. In the camp, Bhilai
Steel Plant in collaboration
with ALIMCO will provide
tricycle, wheelchair,
crutches, hearing aid, fold-
ing stick for visually im-
paired, MSIED, Free distri-
bution of equipment like
kit, tripod, tetrapod, cervi-

cal collar, knee base etc.
Vikram Bahadur,

Assistant Director, Social
Welfare department, Zila
Panchayat, Narayanpur,
SP Mandavi, GM(Mines),
Sunil Kamde, SM(CSR),
Umesh Latiya,
Coordinator (CSR), Ajay
Yadu, Pradeep Kothari
and Senior officials from
Mines and CSR depart-
ment of SAIL-BSP were

present on the occasion.
This camp was organ-

ised by the Mines
Department and
Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant to identi-
fy needy persons with dis-
abilities will be selected.

A free test camp was or-
ganised on October 17,
2022 in the Gram

Panchayat of Khodgaon
from 11:00 hrs to 17:00 hrs.
In this series, a camp was
also organised on October
18 and 19, 2022 at
Narayanpur District
Hospital from 11:00 hrs to
17:00 hrs.

In order to get the equip-
ment, the Divyangjan and
senior people must under-
take the test and complete
their registration.
Photocopy of Disability
certificate, Aadhar card,
Ration card as proof of
residence, BPL card, Voter
ID etc. and Income certifi-
cate (issued by MP, MLA,
SDM, Tehsildar, village
head and employer) and a
passport size photograph
showing the disability is
required.

43 persons registered
during the first day at
Khodgaon, 32 persons reg-
istered on the second day
at Zila hospital,
Narayanpur while 37 per-
sons registered on the
third day.

Patan receives ‘Best Performing
Nagar Panchayat’ award 
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Bhilai, Oct 20: Patan
Nagar Panchayat got 3rd
place in the entire country
for Best Performing Nagar
Panchayat under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana Urban. Nagar
Panchayat Patan was hon-
ored with the award by
Union Minister Hardeep S
Puri, Union Minister of

State, Manoj Joshi,
Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs, Government of
India at the Indian
Housing Urban Conclave
2022 held at Rajkot in
Gujarat. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could not
distribute the prizes due to
his busy schedule but he
visited the venue and in-
spected the stalls. Chief
Municipal Officer
Yogeshwar Upadhyaya,
Sub Engineer Thaneshwar
Verma, CLTC Shailesh
Mishra received the award
from the Union Minister.
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Bhilai, Oct 20: A large
number of self-help group
women are engaged in the
production of eco-friendly
diyas and other materials
for the Diwali festival in
the Urban Gauthan of
Durg. They are working
hard to produce beautiful
and quality products. Their
hard work is being recog-
nised across the nation.
Recently they received or-
ders from states like
Rajasthan and Gujarat to
supply over one million
diyas.

The women of the group
said that so far 35,000 diyas
have been dispatched.

Giving detailed informa-
tion in this regard, Gayatri
Dore, President of Gothan
Samiti said that their
group has received orders
from Gujarat and
Rajasthan. They are selling
the diyas at the rate of Rs 3
each. She added that they
have trained the people to
make diyas from cow dung
and artistically decorate
them.

The beauty of diyas is
greatly enhanced and they
are getting good demand

from the market. Along
with this, they are also
preparing incense sticks, in
which 15 types of herbs are
being used. Panchdeep
Thali is also being pro-
duced by them. It is worth
mentioning that Bihaan
Bazar has also been set up
in Durg city for the sale of
local products for Diwali.
Local products are boom-
ing in the Bihan market
and a large number of peo-
ple are doing festive shop-
ping from this place.
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Bhilai, Oct 20: On
Wednesday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena inspected the devel-
opment works under the
flagship schemes of the
government in Dhamdha.
He inspected the Khajri
Nullah to assess the posi-
tive changes that occurred
with the works of Narva
Yojana. Seven and a half
kilometre long channel of
this nullah was treated
and rejuvenated which
brought a significant
change.

Earlier, the farmers hav-
ing fields on the banks of
the nullah used to fetch
water from borewells.
After the rejuvenation,
there is enough water in
the nullah and the farm-
ers are pumping water
from it to irrigate their

fields. The farmers having
fields within half a kilo-
metre on both sides of the
nullah are getting water
for irrigation from this
nullah.

The concerned officials
informed that before treat-
ment, this nullah was able
to hold water only till the
month of January. But
this year, they are expect-
ing that the nullah will
have water for a longer pe-
riod. The underground
water level has improved
significantly in Dargaon,
Biroda and Khajri.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan was
also present during the in-
spection.

At Danikokadi, the
Collector oversaw the bari
being run by the women's
groups. Women have
grown cabbage, brinjal,
guar bean, etc. The

women of Nav Jyoti SHG
stated that this season
each woman of the group
earned Rs 20000.

The Collector also visit-
ed Anganwadi in this vil-
lage. He inquired about
the number of listed chil-
dren as well as their pres-
ence. He took information
about their weight and ac-
tivities being conducted in

the centre. 23 out of 30
children were present on
the day.

Among them, three
were malnourished. The
Collector asked the an-
ganwadi workers to take
special care of the mal-
nourished children and
prepare a diet plan for
them. The workers in-
formed that they serve

hot and fresh food to the
children and make efforts
to provide the food at a
fixed time.

The Collector also in-
spected the school in
Medsara. Internal evalua-
tion was going on at this
school. Teachers said that
the internal assessment is
being conducted to check
the academic loss of chil-
dren during the Covid pe-
riod. The Collector asked
the teachers to prepare a
special action plan for the
students who suffered loss
in studies.

The Collector also in-
spected the Health Center
in Dargaon. He interacted
with the patients in the
OPD. He gave instructions
to run OPD in the new
building. The Collector
also gave instructions re-
garding other arrange-
ments in the hospital.

Eleven gamblers 
held from Supela
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Bhilai, Oct 20: On
Wednesday, police raided a
gambling den in Supela
and arrested 11 people red
handed while gambling on
playing cards.
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that acting on the
tip off, a team of Supela
Police Station conducted a
raid at Adarshpara in
Supela and rounded up 11
people while gambling on
playing cards.

Rs 33990 cash and play-
ing cards were recovered
from them. They have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
sections 151, 107, 116(3) of
CrPC. The accused are
identified as Rajat Sahni
(24) son of Dilip Sahni,
Roshan Lal Chauhan (25)
son of Rajkumar, Sagar

Chauhan (25) son of
Birendra Chauhan,
Jagdish Murti (24) son of
Shyam Murthi, Narendra
Chauhan (22) son of
Rajendra, Sheikh Zubair
(30) son of Sheikh
Mohammed, Pradeep
Tandi (24) son of Ganpati
Tandi, Rakesh Gaikwad

(22) son of Gopal, Mukesh
Chauhan (24) son of
Surendra Chauhan,
Hemant Sahu (30) son of
Vasudev and Ritesh Singh
(33) son of Sikandar
Singh, all residents of
Indira Nagar, Gautam
Nagar and Lakshmi mar-
ket Supela.

Jeweller murdered in broad daylight;
accused caught on CCTV
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Bhilai, Oct 20: In a sensa-
tional incident, a jeweller
was killed by two masked
robbers in broad daylight
at Amleshwar on
Thursday. The victim was
alone at his shop when the
masked robbers entered
the shop as customers and
attacked him with fire
weapons. The robbers then
escaped with cash and jew-
ellery.

Locals rushed the victim
to the hospital where he
succumbed during treat-
ment. The entire incident
was captured in the CCTV
camera installed in the
shop. Both the accused
were young men and were
wearing black face masks.
Police have recovered a
bike bearing registration
number JH12-N-2701 which
was used by the accused.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
around 13:20 hrs at the
shop - Samriddhi Jewellers
situated at Tiranga Square
of Amleshwar. As per the
routine, the shop owner
Surendra Kumar Soni (52)
son of Raghav Ram Soni a
resident of Wood Island
Colony, Amleshwar had
opened the shop on
Thursday morning.
Around 13:15 hrs, he was

alone at the shop as there
were no customers. Taking
advantage of the situation,
two masked men entered
the shop posing as cus-
tomers. After some time,
they opened fire on Soni
with a pistol. Soni fell on
the ground after which the
accused looted cash and
jewellery from the shop
and escaped. They were
seen walking away in a
normal manner with the

bags of jewellery and cash.
When the locals came to

know about the incident,
they immediately in-
formed the police after
which the victim was
rushed to Medical College
Hospital in Raipur. The vic-
tim succumbed during
treatment at the hospital.
Senior Police officers
reached the spot and a
crime scene investigation
was conducted. Police ex-

amined the CCTV footage
and found that the entire
incident was recorded in
the device. The accused
were clearly seen in the
footage. Police have re-
leased the pictures of the
accused and are trying to
identify and trace the ab-
sconding accused. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava claimed
that the accused will be ar-
rested soon. Further inves-
tigations are on.
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Rejuvenated Khajri nullah benefits over 450 farmers
Collector inspects development works in Dhamdha

Order for one million diyas 
received for Gujarat and Rajasthan

35000 diyas dispatched,
production underway at
Durg Urban Gauthan 

p At Indian Housing
Urban Conclave 2022
in Rajkot, Gujarat

Free Testing Camp for Divyangjan at Khodgaon & Narayanpur concludes

Rs 44 crore to be spent for repairs
of 288 roads in civic bodies
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Bhilai, Oct 20: Rungta
College of Science and
Technology and Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management under the
aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions cele-
brated their Fresher's Party
officially at college with
great enthusiasm. For the
very first time in the histo-
ry of the college Fresher's
party was celebrated in
such a grand way.

The successful event had
a lot of programs that were
held which included dance
and songs by the students,
also they had standup and
rap songs by fresher stu-

dents. The theme for the
freshers' event was
Bollywood, a lot of students
dressed stunningly portray-
ing some Bollywood charac-
ters. The aim of this party
was mainly to bring all the
RCST and RISM students
under one roof. The event
was organised by the stu-
dents with the help of facul-
ty members. Students with

a lot of cooperation, team-
work, and good spirit
worked hard to make this
event a grand success.
Principal of RCST Dr Tripti
Agrawal Jain and the
Principal of RISM Dr
Anurag Sharma supported,
encouraged and guided the
students. At the time of the
event students' work was
appreciated by them. The

event started with the lamp
lighting and Saraswati
Pooja held by the digni-
taries. Apart from various
cultural programmes, there
was a lot more to the never-
forgettable fresher's party
and that was DJ Ravinesh.

There was DJ and dance
for all. The students danced
and enjoyed it very much, it
was also heard that it was
the best party the freshers
ever had. With the inten-
tion of the more the merri-
er, the party included more
than 600 students and 40
faculties. After that, there
were yummy snacks and
delicious dinners for all.
The tags among the fresh-
ers were included and the

Freshers’ party held with fervour at
Sanjay Rungta Group of Institutions

Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi to monitor
the works as nodal officer 
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Raipur, Oct 20: Seven
faculties of the National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur have been fea-
tured in the prestigious
list of ‘World Ranking of
Top 2%
Scientists/Researchers’
by Stanford University,
U.S.A. in the various
fields of engineering and
technology based on indi-
cators received during the
calendar year 2021.

Dr. Dilip Singh Sisodia,
Computer Science &
Engineering, Dr. Govind
Gupta, Information
Technology, Dr. Anamika
Yadav, Dr. Sachin Jain,

and Dr. Monalisa Biswal
from Electrical
Engineering, and Dr. Lata
Upadhyay and Dr.
Awanish Kumar from
Biotechnology are the 7
faculties who have been
featured in the list.

Dr. Dilip Singh
Sisodia’s area of expert-
ise includes Applications
of Soft
Computing/Machine
Learning Techniques,
Data Mining, Artificial
Intelligence, Advance
Computer Networks,
Image Processing,
Theoretical Computer
Science. The area of re-

search of Dr. Govind
Gupta is Artificial
Intelligence, Cyber securi-
ty, and Networking, and
has also worked on IEEE
transactions on Industrial
Informatics and Internet
of Things. Dr. Anamika
Yadav has been working
in the areas researching
Power System
Protection/Artificial
Intelligence, Power
System Protection and
Soft Computing
Techniques. Dr. Sachin
Jain has been researching
power electronics and its
applications in renewable
energy and electric driver,

and has also done signifi-
cant work in renewable
energy, and its applica-
tions in household, agri-
culture etc. Dr. Monalisa
Biswal’s area of interest
lies in power system’s pro-
tection. Dr. Lata
Upadhyay has been work-
ing in the use of biotech-
nology in development of
sensors for environmen-
tal and clinical purposes.
Dr. Awanish Kumar has
done postdoctoral study
in molecular biology, cell
biology, and therapeutic
aspect of infectious dis-
ease at McGill University,
Canada.

RPF launches ‘Operation Aahat’
against human trafficking 

Raipur, Oct 20: The
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) in South East
Central Railway Bilaspur
has launched “Operation
Aahat” to take strong and
stern action against
human trafficking (espe-
cially against trafficking
of children and women).

To this end one day
training was organized for
the officers and members
of the Railway Protection
Force and GRP at Ullas
Railway Club, WRS
Colony, Raipur on October

20, 2022. The programme
was specially attended by
AN Sinha, Inspector
General cum Principal

Chief Security
Commissioner, Bilaspur
and Sanjay Kumar Gupta,
Divisional Safety
Commissioner Raipur. As
many as 80 officers and
jawans participated in
training workshop.
Madhumita Sengupta of
Kailash Satyarthi
Children Foundation New
Delhi was specially invit-
ed at the programme.

The training workshop
organized at Ullas
Railway Club, WRS
Colony, Raipur was broad-

cast through YouTube to
make it more effective.
Apart from Railway
Protection Force,
Bachpan Bachao, NGO’s
highlighted major issues
such as sharing of infor-
mation through IS, identi-
fication of victims and in-
formation sharing
against trafficking.
Railway Protection Force,
South East Central
Railway is constantly
striving to play its impor-
tant role in the prevention
of human trafficking.

Husband kills wife, mother-in-law

Raipur, Oct 20: Two
women brutally murdered
in DD Nagar of capital city
and the police has arrested
the accused. As per reports

the accused attacked the
mother and daughter by
hitting with an iron rod on
their head and both died
on the spot. DD Nagar
Police is investigating into
the matter.

As per information in
this regard, Manisha
Upadhyay (41), due to some
controversy with her hus-

band Saurabh Upadhyay
was living in her mother’s
house Rama Pandey (65). It
is learnt that both were
having contoversy on
some issue for long time.

It was on Thursday
morning that Saurabh
went to meet his wife and
during which both again
entered into heated ex-

changes and losing his
temper Saurabh attacked
his wife and his mother-in-
law with a rod nearby on
their head.

Saurabh is reported to
be an advocate by profes-
sion and the Police has
taken him into arrest and
started investigation into
the matter.

Assembly Speaker Mahant congratulates Kharge 

Raipur, Oct 20:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant and Lok Sabha
member from Korba
Jyotsana Mahant on
Thursday congratulated
the former Union
Minister Mallikarjun
Kharge on his election
to the post of All India
Congress Committee

(AICC) President. Both
the leaders from
Chhattisgarh paid a
courtesy visit to him. Dr
Mahant said that party
would be further
strengthening with the
experience and leader-
ship skills and added
that Congmen are en-
thusiastic over the ele-
vation of Kharge as
Congress President.

Karan wins Jr and Sub Jr Table Tennis titles
Raipur, Oct 20: Karan
Malhotra won the Junior
Under 19 and Sub Junior
Under 15 championships
in the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table
Tennis tournament 2022
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Life Insurance
Corporation of India at
Sapre School TT Hall here
on Thursday.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the CTTA

Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) Deputy Chairman
Shiv Singh Thakur was
the chief guest of the

prize distribution and con-
cluding ceremony where-
as Chhattisgarh Para
Table Tennis Committee
Chairman Rajesh Lunia
presided over the func-

tion.
Sushmita Shome from

Bilaspur defeated
Abhigya Kannauje from
Rajnangaon with the
score of 4-1 in the Junior
Girls championship final
whereas Charavi
Mandharia from Durg de-
feated Surchi Verma from
Durg with the score of 3-1
to clinch the Sub Junior
Girls title.’

Pradeep Joshi was the
Chief Referee whereas
Vimal Nair, Sishir Gupta
and Abhinav Sharma
were the other officials
during the matches.

Odisha Day celebrated with gusto
Raipur, Oct 20: Being a
pioneer in embracing and
celebrating diversity and
cultural grandeur of the
motherland NH Goel
World School celebrated
Odisha Day on Thursday.
The auspicious day began
with renowned Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagannath which
witnessed overwhelming
participation from stu-
dents and other stake hold-
ers with religious fervour
and gusto. The procession
was taken out amidst
blowing of conch shells,
beating of drums and the
chant of Jai Jagannath re-
verberating in the premis-
es of the school. The pro-
gramme was presided
over by Bhakt Charan
Das, former Union
Minister who along with
other dignitaries, Suresh

Goel, Chairman,
Rajendra Goel,
Managing Director, SK
Tomar, Director
Administration, Krishna
Bhati, Principal  and Dr
Awinash Pandey, Vice
Principal.

Addressing the gather-

ing the chief guest laud-
ed the effort of the insti-
tution for organizing the
day and urged the stu-
dents to respect the rich
cultural traditions of dif-
ferent states as this binds
us in a bond of harmony.

The first attraction of

the celebration was a
poem by teachers after
which followed an array
of dance and song per-
formances. The audience
lost themselves in soulful
songs like
Ja g annathVandana,
DurgaVandana and
UtkalDiwasVandana.
The folk and classical
dances by students, par-
ents and teachers enrap-
tured and transported
the audience to the heart-
land of Odisha.

The programme was
followed by Mahaprasad
in the school cafetaria
wherein everyone par-
took of the delicacies pre-
pared under the supervi-
sion of the Pandas who
had consented to come all
the way from Jagannath
Temple, Puri.

Preparations for Rajyotsava and National Tribal
Dance Festival in full swing

Raipur, Oct 20: On the oc-
casion of Chhattisgarh
State Foundation Day,
preparations are in full
swing for the 23rd
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival and
‘Rajya Alankaran
Samaroh’ to be held at
Science College ground in
Raipur from November 1 to
3. Departmental officers
have also been directed for
a grand event of
Rajyotsava and Tribal
Dance Festival. In order to
give a grand look to this
event by the state govern-
ment, the Chief Ministers
and heads of all the states
and union territories of
the country, representa-
tives of different countries
and republics are also in-
vited to participate in the
National Tribal Dance

Festival and celebrate the
art-culture, tradition of
their country. In order to
ensure the participation of
tribal artists from different
states of the country in the
Rajyotsava and National
Tribal Dance Festival, on
behalf of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the state’s
public representatives and

senior tribals visited differ-
ent states to invite the
Chief Ministers of the
States and various Union
Territories. State adminis-
trators are also being invit-
ed. In this series,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Gurudayal Banjare invited
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Dwarkadhish Yadav invited

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha, MLA
Daleshwar Sahu gave invi-
tation to Puducherry Chief
Minister Rangaswamy,
Parliamentary Secretary,
Shishupal Sori invited
Jammu -Kashmir Chief
Secretary, Arun Mehta and
GM of Minor Forest
Produce Association, S.
Manivasagan has invited
Mr. Thangam Thennarasu,

Minister of Industries,
Government of Tamil
Nadu. It is worth mention-
ing that for the purpose of
preserving and promoting
the tribal art culture, cus-
toms, festivals, tradition of
Chhattisgarh and for the ex-
change of art and culture of
the tribal people living in
other countries of the world
including the states of the
country, the grand tribal
dance is being organised. It
is worth mentioning that
last year more than 1400
artists from 25 states of
India participated in the
National Tribal Dance
Festival, while guest artists
from more than six coun-
tries including Sri Lanka,
Bellaros, Uganda,
Bangladesh have participat-
ed along with the art and
culture of their country.

High priority schemes should be 
implemented promptly: Chief Secretary
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Raipur, Oct 20: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
directed the officials of
the State Government to
speed up the implementa-
tion of high priority
schemes of the State
Government. The Chief
Secretary reviewed the
progress of high priority
schemes of the State
Government at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here. In the
meeting, arrangements
for the operation of other
offices including public
service guarantee, dis-
trict office, office of su-
perintendent of police,
district hospital in the
new five districts,
schemes of the govern-
ment operated under
DBT, status of vacant
posts of government de-

partments, progress of
revenue growth includ-
ing other plans were re-
viewed in detail.

While reviewing the
high priority schemes of
the state government, the
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed the officers of all the
departments to take ac-
tion in the matters of
public service guarantee
in time-limit.

The Chief Secretary
has instructed the offi-
cers to make necessary
coordination with the

NIC to register the
progress of the priority
schemes of the state gov-
ernment in the portal.
Similarly, necessary in-
structions were given to
the officials of Mineral
Department and
Transport Department
regarding installation of
cameras at different
places as per require-
ment. In-charge secre-
taries of all departments
attended the meeting or-
ganized through video
conferencing.

No blanket ban on liquor in
Chhattisgarh: Singh Deo

Raipur, Oct 20: Ruling out
blanket ban on liquor in
Chhattisgarh, health min-
ister TS Singh Deo said
that liquor would be
banned only in 61 develop-
ment blocks of state while
there would be no liquor
ban in tribal area of the
state.

Reacting to BJP’s
demonstration over liquor
ban he said that it was BJP
which had made policy of
selling liquor. The commit-
tee formed by BJP for
liquor ban had conducted
recruitment and opened

beer bars, he said, adding
that those making such
policy should not raise
question. According to
him illicit liquor was being

sold in Gujarat. Even in
Bihar liquor ban has been
mere a formality, he noted.

BJP says it never
promised blanket ban on
liquor

BJP media in-charge
Amit Chimnani said that it
was surprising that
Congress promised com-
plete ban on liquor in its
manifesto and now it was
telling what used to hap-
pen during BJP’s tenure.
BJP never promised com-
plete ban he said, adding
that this promise was
made by the Congress

party during the election
campaign in the whole
state through big posters.
During election campaign-
ing, the Congress talked
about fulfilling every
promise after coming to
power, Chimnani said and
added that liquor had now
become trade for Congress
government.

Citing the audio, he said
that the Congress leaders
themselves had been mak-
ing illegal recovery from
liquor shops. Many of au-
dios on such recovery have
gone viral, he said.

AAKASHDEEPS

The earlier times ‘Aakashdeeps’ (air lanterns) are high-on demand this Diwali and
have been flashed in large number by road-side shops.

Ritesh Agrawal given
additional charge as

CEO -CHiPS

Raipur, Oct 20: IAS offi-
cer Ritesh Agrawal has
been given additional
charge of CEO-CHiIPS. It
is notable here that ED
has recently conducted
raid against Sameer
Bishnoi in coal-related
scam and he was work-
ing as CEO CHiPS. ED
has also taken 8 days cus-
tody and is interrogating
with him.

So in his place the state
government has appoint-
ed IAS Ritesh Agrawal as
CEO CHiPS, already hav-
ing the charge of MD
Chhattisgarh State Text-
Book Corporation and
the charge that of
MARKFED with
Bishnoi, has been given
to IAS Manoj Soni.

Artists-representa-
tives of states and
neighboring coun-
tries are being invit-
ed by the state gov-
ernment

Grand tribal dance
festival will be
organized from 1st
to 3rd November

On election as Cong President
Taken into arrest;
were having some
controversy for long

Seven faculties from NIT Raipur in the
Top 2% of World Scientists ranking

CM Baghel presents gift of 40 devp works worth Rs 23.90 cr
Pamgarh, Oct 20: During
an event held in
Shivrinarayan today, the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
performed the
Bhumipoojan of 40 works
worth Rs. 23 crores 90 lakh
for the Pamgarh
Vidhansabha region. Out
of these, he conducted the
Bhumipoojan of 26 works
worth Rs. 16 crores 14 lakh
53 thousand and the inau-
guration of 14 works worth
Rs. 7 crores 75 lakh 44 thou-
sand.

The Chief Minister con-
ducted the Bhumipoojan of
4 works in Co-operative
Bank worth Rs. 5 crores, 11
works in Rural
Engineering Service
worth Rs.2.35 crore, 2
works for Water Resource
Subdivision in Janjgir

worth Rs. 5.23crore, one
work for the Health and
Family Welfare
Department worth Rs. 2.43
crore, two works for the
Public Welfare
Department worth Rs. 4.54
crore, 7 works for Gram
Panchayat worth Rs. 81
lakh crore, making a total
of 26 works worth Rs. 16.14

crore. Similarly, the Chief
Minister also inaugurated
one work for the Health
and Family Welfare
Department worth Rs. 2.17
crore, two works for the
Nagar Panchayat
Shivrinarayan worth Rs.
45 lakh crore, two works
for Rural Engineering
Service worth Rs. 1.69

crore, 7 works for Gram
Panchayat worth Rs. 46
lakh, one work for the
Public Works Department
worth Rs. 1.21 crore, and
one work for the
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board worth Rs. 1.75
crores, making a total of 14
works worth Rs. 7.75
crores.

Library named after novelist Thakur Jagmohan Singh to be built in Shivrinarayan

Shivrinaryaan, Oct 20:
Chief MinisterChief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel met the heads of
various communities
and representatives of
social organizations at
the rest house in
Shivrinarayan Nagar of
Janjgir-Champa district
late on Wednesday, as a

part of his statewide
‘ B h e n t - M u l a q a t
Abhiyan’.

Bhupesh Baghel On
this occasion, the Other
Backward Classes or-
ganization honored the
Chief Minister by
weighing him against
Chhattisgarhi delicacies
including ‘Thethri-
Khurmi’. A photograph
was presented to the
Chief Minister on behalf
of the Aushadhi Vikreta
Sangh. The representa-
tives of Satnami Samaj
Nawagarh and Pamgarh
congratulated Shri
Baghel and gave him
best wishes for becom-
ing India’s Best
Performing Chief
Minister in the nation-
wide survey.

Meanwhile, the Chief

Minister approved a fi-
nancial grant of Rs 1.60
crore on the demand of
representatives of vari-
ous social organizations.
He gave instructions to
build a library in
Shivrinarayan and
name it after novelist
Thakur Jagmohan
Singh. The Chief
Minister said that
Thakur Jagmohan

Singh was a famous nov-
elist as well as a
Tehsildar of
Shivrinarayan. He di-
rected the Collector to
inspect the place and
prepare an estimate for
installation of the statue
of Maharana Pratap at
Janjgir by Thakur
Samaj. In the pro-
gramme, the Chief
Minister also approved a

grant of Rs 20 lakh to the
Sikh community for the
construction of
Dharamshala in the
Gurudwara of Pamgarh
block besides approving
construction of Ghat.
Similarly, an amount of
Rs 15 lakh was sanc-
tioned for construction
of the community hall of
Swarnakar Samaj and
Rs.25 lakh to Nayak

Banjara Samaj for com-
munity hall construc-
tion. Similarly, Rs 20
lakh for upgradation of
Dharamshala of
Kesharwani Samaj, Rs
10 lakh each for con-
struction of additional
room in Dharamshala of
Devangan Samaj in
Rahod and
Shakambhari Bhawan
in Kesla, Rs 25 lakh each
for construction of com-
munity hall in
Shivrinarayan on the de-
mand of Satnami Samaj
and for hostel building
of Kenwat Nishad
Samaj. Besides, Rs 10
lakhs was sanctioned to
Satguru Seva Samiti
Pamgarh for cultural
building and stage con-
struction. MLA
Pamgarh Indu Banjare,

Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Shrivastava and other
public representatives
and officials were also
present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Baghel
also gave his nod for re-
naming Parshuram
Chowk and beautifica-
tion of the fair site by
Guru Ghasidas
Satganwa Mela
Committee. Approval
was given for the repair
of the building and
school of Yadav Samaj
and construction of
Muktidham for Sarathi
Samaj. On the demand of
Kurmi Samaj, he in-
structed the officers con-
cerned to take necessary
action to make Sardar
Patel Chowk and up-
grade Rahaud as a tehsil.

Gujarati Community Raipur honoured 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 20: It was a
red letter day for the mem-
bers of Gujarati
Community settled in
Chhattisgarh when they
got a chance to be felicitat-
ed at Pravasi Gujrati Parv
in Ahmedabad. In this
event members from
Gujarati community from
20 different countries and
about 1500 Gujarati mem-
bers from different states
gave their presence. All the
guests from India and
abroad were invited to a
dinner hosted by the
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra

Patel. The entire ministry
of Gujarat government
were also present on this
occasion. At the conclud-
ing ceremony Gujarati
Community Raipur was
honoured by Ramesh Bhai
Ojha and Dwarkeshlal
Maharaj for their out-
standing work during
Covid pandemic and serv-
ices towards mankind. The

delegation from
Chhattisgarh was led by
Kirti Bhai Vyas and other
members were Jayant
Taunk from Kutcy Gurjar
Kshatriya Samaj, Jayesh
Bhai Paithalia from
Machu Kathai Sai Suthar
Samaj and Lalit Pujara
from Bilaspur. Chairman
of the event Praful Bhai
Nayak expressed his grati-

tude towards all the guests
from India and abroad
along with the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Gujarat CM and entire
Gujarat government for
their support. The invitees
at the meet were called on
the stage as spokesperson
of their respective areas
and to share their feelings
and experience. Among the
invitees include big names
from the world of Cricket,
big pharma houses, big
traders, religious heads of
Swaminaryan sect, award
winning  film makers, bur-
creats of Gujarati commu-
nity in different countries,
Vaishnav sect head and
many more representa-
tives of Gujarati communi-
ty who are the shinning
stars in their respective
areas.

NSO organizes cleanliness drive at Mahadev Ghat
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 20: A clean-
liness drive was organ-
ised by the National
Statistical Office (NSO),
Regional Office Raipur
today for the purpose of
cleanliness awareness in
the premises of
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Temple and the sur-
rounding premises of
Mahadev Ghat. Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General
Regional Office Raipur,
inaugurated the pro-
gram. The chief priest of
the temple Mahant
Suresh Giri was also
present on the occasion.

Deputy Director
General Sahu apprised
the people present about
the objectives of the

cleanliness program and
stressed on the need for
continuous awareness
campaign to maintain
the cleanliness of the
temple premises and
ghat.

‘Shramdaan’ was done
by him in the cleanliness

program along with the
officers and employees of
the office. It is worth
mentioning that the
Mahant of the temple
and other citizens pres-
ent also contributed sig-
nificantly in this work.
The Assistant Director of

the office, George Minz ,
the in-charge of the
Notional Sub-Regional
Office and the Senior
Statistical Officer PL
Sonwani, RK Srivastava
and O.P. Sahu and RN
Soni, Drawing
Disbursement Officer
also attended. In this pro-
gram, all the Senior
Statistics Officers of the
office, Junior Statistics
officers , all the employ-
ees of the administrative
section, besides Survey
Supervisors and Survey
Enumerators also partic-
ipated.

Under this Special
Campaign 2.0, a cleanli-
ness awareness cam-
paign was organized by
the National Statistical
Office, Raipur in the
Government Middle

School premises at Mana
Camp, Raipur and stu-
dents were given sugges-
tions about using other
eco-friendly alternatives
instead of using single
use plastic. Apart from
this, a similar program
will also be organized on
Oct 21 at Sub-Regional
Office Durg under
Regional Office, Raipur.

It is worth mentioning
that the Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances (
DAPRG) is conducting
campaigns under Special
Campaign 2.0 in selected
offices of all the
Ministries of the
Government of India, the
progress of which is
being reviewed at a high
level on a daily and week-
ly basis.

Closing Ceremony for 
‘Sangathan 2022’ in Amity held

Raipur, Oct 20: Amidst
loud cheering and huge
gathering of faculty and
students ‘Sangathan-2022’
a month-long mega event,
came to a spirited close
today on 20th October with
march-past, colourful folk-
dance performance by the
students and prize distri-
bution. Inaugurated on 8th
September 2022 by the Pro
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.)
Piyush Kant Pandey,
Sangathan witnessed
multi-sport competitions
among students from all
schools of the University.
The event was full of com-
petitive sports, both
Indoor (Carom, Table
Tennis and Chess) and
Outdoor (Kabaddi,
Football, Volleyball,
Athletic and Basketball).

The message of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Rajendra Kumar Pandey
was presented by registrar
Dr. Suresh Dhyani. In his
message Prof. Pandey said
Sangathan is an event
where students gather to-
gether to show their talent
in sport, cultural activities
and team buildings. New
bonds are formed during
the Sangathan where the
students learn from each

other while becoming life-
long friends. Sangathan
also instill in everyone the
pride of being Amitians
and the confidence that
they are the fortunate in-
heritors of the great vi-
sion of our hon’ble
Founder President.

The closing ceremony
commenced with address
by Prof. (Dr.) Piyush Kant
Pandey. In his address,
Prof. Pandey expressed his
gratitude to Founder
President Amity Dr.
Ashok K Chauhan for his
leadership. “Sports teach
students to face adversi-
ty”, he said. He also con-
gratulates the thirty-nine
students of Amity
University Chhattisgarh
selected to participate in

the intern Amity
University sports meet
scheduled to be held at
Amity University Noida
Campus form October 27
to 31. Mentioning reasons
for this year’s Sangathan
being special, as
Sangathan 2022 witnessed
participation from seven
schools. Further, he
thanked the advisory
Committee and
Organizing Committee for
organizing this grand
event successfully.

Dean Student Welfare
Prof. (Dr.) V.P. Kolla pre-
sented the Sangathan re-
port. In the inter-school
folk dance competition
students performed
Karma, Bhangra, Rouf,
Kaikotti kali, Bihu, Garba,

Lavani, Kalbelia, Dhamail
dances. The overall win-
ner of the annual sports
meet was Amity Business
School with 10 gold medals
and 8 silver medals to
their bag. Amity Law
School followed with 5
gold medals and 1 silver
medal. Overall, 23 Gold
and 23 Silver medals were
distributed to students in
the Prize Distribution pro-
gram. Prof. Pandey felici-
tated the judges and refer-
ees with Memento for
their contribution in
Sangathan.

The closing ceremony
drew to a close with the
vote of thanks by
Registrar, Amity
University Chhattisgarh,
Dr. Suresh Dhyani.

Dipayan of DPS Raipur tops in India
Raipur, Oct 20: Ornate
with a perfect 100 in
Science too after CBSE’s
AISSE’s re-evaluation ver-
dict, Delhi Public School,
Raipur’s Dipayan Biswas’s
scintillating 500 out of 500
i.e. 100/100 in English,
Mathematics, Social
Science, Sanskrit and
Science, is the ‘rarest of
rare’ feat achieved by any
student in the annals of
the school’s history and
hence in the state.

Even as the topper in
school with 99.2% in Class
10 boards declared earlier
in June, Dipayan wasn’t
quite satisfied and re-
marked, “I had expected
100/100 in Science too,
where did my 4marks go?”
With this he set out to
apply for re-evaluation
and was awarded those 4
marks short of 100 in

Science. Presently,
Dipayan has taken
Humanities and wishes to
pursue acting as his ca-
reer.

The whole school is ec-
static with his resonant re-
sult.The Principal, Mr.
Raghunath Mukherjee
was so full of praise for
Dipayan and the school
faculty that he couldn’t
stop exclaiming, “We’ve
proved ourselves as one of

the top schools of India!”
Pro-Vice Chairman,

Baldeo Singh Bhatia ex-
tended his congratulations
to Dipayan for starting off
as an ace in his first phase
of schooling. Senior
Member of the manage-
ment committee, Mr. Vijay
Shahtoo extolled his per-
formance saying, “DPS is
a platform where a child
gets the optimum opportu-
nity to train himself phys-
ically and mentally, thanks
to the competent faculty,
teaching pedagogy, co-cur-
riculum and technological
knowhow that is updated
as and when required.
Hence in time to come,
DPS will certainly pro-
duce many more toppers
who will get aligned with
the main stream of the
systems governing the
country.”

Ensure strict adherence to the quality
standards in the works of JJM: CM

Shivrinaryan, Oct 20:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, while addressing
the meeting of officers in
Shivrinarayan during his
Bhent-Mulaqat visit, said
that strict adherence to the
quality standards should
be ensured in the ongoing
works of drinking water
schemes under Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM). Certain
complaints have been re-
ceived in the context from
this area and the problems
so reported should be re-
solved as soon as possible.
In some villages of the re-
gion, the farmers of sub-
merged areas have not yet
received the compensation

amount. Baghel directed
the Collector to make sure
that the farmers receive
the compensation they are
entitled for. Baghel gave
instructions to prepare a
concrete action plan to en-
sure supply of water to the
fields of tail area under
the irrigation project. CM
Baghel said that as far as
possible force should not
be involved in removing
encroachment on govern-
ment land.

Chief Minister also
said that the small grant
amounts sanctioned by
the government are im-
portant for poor families
and they should not have
to frequently visit the gov-
ernment offices to get that
financial aid released.

Baghel directed the offi-
cials to ensure maximum
convenience of the benefi-
ciaries in this regard.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that the announce-
ments made by the gov-
ernment should be imple-
mented on priority in the
given time-frame. He said
that the paddy harvesting
season is about to begin
and now a large quantity
of hay would get stacked
up in the farm. Farmers
should be encouraged to
donate this hay to
Gauthans. Public aware-
ness programs should be
conducted in this regard.
Chief Minister further
said that the administra-
tion should now focus on
the new Gauthans, besides
the self-supporting
Gauthans. Baghel said
that a large number of
people migrate to other
cities for employment. But
if the livelihood activities
are actively conducted in
gauthans and rural indus-
trial parks, people will not
have to wander in search
of work.

Chief Minister said that
Shivrinarayan is a major

religious and historical
tourist destination of the
state. The government is
developing adequate facil-
ities for the convenience
of the tourists visiting
here. Chief Minister di-
rected the officials to re-
pair the roads of rural as
well as urban areas. He
gave instructions to take
strict action against ille-
gal liquor, gambling, bet-
ting and drugs. In the
meeting, Mr. Baghel spe-
cially emphasized on im-
proving the quality of
school education. Officers
were directed to conduct
regular inspection visits
to the schools and ensure
the necessary improve-
ments.

Commissioner Dr
Sanjay Alang, IG Mr
Ratanlal Dangi, Secretary
to Chief Minister Ankit
Anand, Secretary in-
charge Dhananjay
Devangan, Collector
Taaran Prakash Sinha, SP
Vijay Aggarwal, District
Panchayat CEO Fariha
Alam Siddiqui along with
district and block level of-
ficers were present in the
meeting.
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Make an action plan
to supply water till
the tail area

Strict action to be
taken against illegal
liquor, gambling
and betting

Rapid development
of tourism facilities
in Shivrinarayan

At Pravasi Gujrati
Parv

Manorama Mishra

Raipur: Manorama Mishra
breathed her last here on

Thursday. She
was W/o senior
journalist Late
Shri Baban
Prasad Mishra.
The final rites
were performed
at Devendra
Nagar cremato-

rium. She was mother of Girish
Mishra, Satish Mishra, Nilima
Shukla, Dr Madhurima Dubey,
Manish Mishra and sister-in-
law of Anurag Shukla and
Anurag Dubey. She was elder
sister-in-law of Ganesh Prasad
Mishra, Ripsudan Mishra and
Subhash Mishra. CM Bhupesh
Baghel has condoled her sad de-
mise and prayed for peace to the
departed soul.

OBITUARY

CM meets repre-
sentatives of vari-
ous communities
and social organi-
zations

Locals honored CM
by weighing him
against ‘Thethri-
Khurmi’ and other
Ch’garhi delicacies



Bilaspur, OOct 220:

DRM Bilaspur Praveen
Pandey on Wednesday
while foot plating in engine
conducted safety inspec-
tion of Bilaspur-
Khongsara-Bilaspur sec-
tion. DRM set out in the
morning by Bilaspur-
Shahdol MEMU Special
along with Sr DOM and
other senior officials. He

travelled in the engine and
while foot plating reached
Khongsara station. At
Khongsara station he in-
spected the running room
and got apprised with the
facilities available there. He
also inspected coupling
working being undertaken
by the transport assistants.
On his return he continued
foot plating from the engine
of a goods train to reach

Bilaspur. While foot plating
he also inspected track, sig-
nal equipments, interlock-
ing, points, OHE etc from
the safety angle. He also
watched the working of
crew staff. He was joined
by Sr DOM Dr P C Tripathi,
DEE(Operation) V Ravi, Sr
DE( Special) Abhishek
Singh and senior inspec-
tors of different depart-
ments.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  21,  2022

Bemetara, Oct 19: 

State Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated 25 new tehsils of the
state from his official resi-
dence in the capital
Raipur in a virtual pro-
gramme. In which the new
tehsil Bhimbhauri was
also included by separat-
ing it from the develop-
ment block Berla of
Bemetara district.

He inaugurated the said
new Tehsil office on
Monday at 11.30 am
through virtual medium.
During this, a wave of hap-
piness ran among the vil-
lagers present.
Congratulating and wish-
ing the people on this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister

said that common citizens
will no longer have to trav-
el far for revenue related
work.

Today 10 sub-divisions
and 25 new tehsils have
been  started in the state.
The Chief Minister said
that the establishment of
new sub-divisions and
tehsils would benefit all
the citizens of the state, as
well as facilitate smooth
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and
tightening administrative
work, government
schemes and basic facili-
ties easily available to the
general public.

The pace of develop-
ment will also increase. In
the said new tehsil, there
will be a total of 2 revenue
divisions iz. Bhimbhauri
and Gondgiri, in which 15
Patwari Halkas are includ-
ed. The total area of the
new tehsil will be 24024

hectares. There are total 32
gram panchayats in
Bhimbhauri tehsil and 39
villages are included in
them, where total popula-
tion is 55,420, out of which
males are 27,796 and fe-
males are 27,624.

On this occasion, MLA
Bemetara Ashish Kumar
Chhabra said that the peo-
ple of the area would bene-
fitted from the opening of
tehsil office in
Bhimbhauri, as they will
not have to go to the Tehsil
office, Berla for minor rev-
enue related work. Rs 4 cr
has been sanctioned for
four-lane road between
Pirda Chowk to
Bhimbhauri.

With the opening of
tehsil office in
Bhimbhauri, now
Bhimbhauri will be devel-
oped. The Chief Minister
transferred the amount of
the third installment

under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana.
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla said that the virtu-
al inauguration of the new
tehsil office at
Bhimbhauri was done by
the Chief Minister. Trying
to bring the administra-
tion to the lower level in
the direction of decentral-
ization will facilitate the
common citizens. With the
formation of Tehsil, rev-
enue matters will be sim-
plified. People will get easy
settlement of their rev-
enue related work.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpayee, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Pankaj Patel, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue Berla Sandeep
Thakur, Block level offi-
cers, employees and a
large number of villagers
were present.

Bhimbhauri comes into existence
as the 7th tehsil of the district 

 CM Baghel 
virtually launched
it from Raipur

Mungeli, Oct 20:

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
Girish Devangan flagged
off the development chari-
ot in a ceremony here at
Adarsh ??Krishi Upaj
Mandi. Addressing the
program, the Chairman
said that according to the
wishes of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, efforts
are being made to take the
benefits of all the schemes
of the government to the
last person.

He said that as soon as
Bhupesh Baghel became
the Chief Minister, first of
all the loans of the farm-

ers were waived off, the
electricity bill was re-
duced and under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiless
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, the work is being
done to put money in the
accounts of farmers, land-
less laborers and livestock
farmers.

Shri Dhanwantri
Medical Store is being op-
erated to provide relief to
the common people from
expensive medicines,
through which generic
medicines are being made
available to the people at
affordable rates, he fur-

ther said.
On this occasion,

District Panchayat
President Lekni Sonu
Chandrakar, Mungeli
Municipality President
Hemendra Goswami,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Vashi Ullah Khan,
Krishi Upaj Mandi
President Atma Singh
Kshatriya, Chhattisgarh
Building Construction
Workers Board member
Shyam Jaiswal, Member
of Fishermen Welfare
Board Prabhu Mallah, em-
inent citizens and coun-
cilors of Municipality
Mungeli and other public
representatives were pres-
ent.

Efforts to take govtt schemes to
the last person: Chairman CMDC

CRS inspects third
line and 

electrification work
Sambalpur, Oct 20: A M
Chowdhary, Commissioner of
Railway Safety,South Eastern
Circle inspected the Third line
& Electrification work between
Rupra Road- Norla Road-
Lanjigarh Road section of
Titlagarh- Vizianagaram third
line project in Sambalpur
Division on 20.10.2022.

Chowdhary, inspected safe-
ty-related aspects like over-
head equipments, Bridges,
Manned level crossings, Signal
& Telecommunication equip-
ments, Railway track, etc. and
also conducted a speed trial
between Lanjigarh Road to
Rupra Road. After the third line
& electrification of this sec-
tion in the division it will fur-
ther facilitate the smooth run-
ning of trains.

Divisional Railway Manager,
Sambalpur,  Vineet Singh,
Chief Administrative
Officer(Con), East Coast
Railway, Shri Amar Prakash
Dwivedi and other senior offi-
cials from ECoR Headquarters
& Sambalpur Division were
also accompanied during the
inspection.

Rajim, Oct 20: 

On the first day of dis-
tribution of the third in-
stallment of bonus under
Kisan Nyaya Yojna (KNY)
to the farmers, Rs 36.40
lakh were distributed to
466 farmers. Two counters
have been set up in the
District Co-operative
Central Bank branch
Rajim to distribute the
bonus amount. To cover
the crowd on sight, the
bank staff is engaged in
providing facilities as soon
as possible, despite this
people are giving duty
from morning till evening

in getting the bonus
amount.

Saturday is the festival
of Dhanteras, after that
Lakshmi Puja, Deepawali,
Annakoot, Bhai Dooj have
to be celebrated for five
consecutive festivals, for
which a lot of money is
needed, and this time the
Chief Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have given the bonus
on the occasion of the fes-
tival, sending cheers
among the agrarian com-
munity.

An elderly farmer wait-
ing for his turn, said that

only after getting this
money, there will be
arrangements for color,
paint, clothes and neces-
sary materials for the festi-
val.It has to be told that the
District Co-operative Bank
Administration has also
installed ATM machines
from where money can be
withdrawn, but due to not
having a card, they have to
queue up in banks. Some
youths standing there said
that if the money of the
District Co-operative Bank
is received through the
Choice Center also, there
will be facility to withdraw
money.

Banks witness crowds as 
farmers await distribution of KNY

36.50 lakh distributed to 466 farmers

DRM Bilaspur conducts safety inspection 

Koriya, Oct 20: Newly
posted District Collector
Vinay Kumar Langeh
started his district tour
from Sonhat block, and in
the first phase of the visit
he reached Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School
here. The Collector in-

spected the infrastructure
of the school and all the fa-
cilities for children, li-
brary, computer lab, sci-
ence lab, and playground
and gave necessary direc-
tions to improve them fur-
ther.

During this, Collector
Langeh while directing
the teachers said that in
teaching, take maximum
classes through computer
labs and smart classes, as
visual representation will
make it easier for the chil-

dren to understand and
learn the topics. The
Collector also had a direct
interaction with the stu-
dents and on the query of
how he got to become a
IAS and who was his inspi-
ration, the Collector
sketched his story in brief
and recalled the inspira-

tion of his father in him
becoming an IAS.

He also informed the
children about their
preparation, and he gave
the basic mantra to the
children to study hard and
work hard to achieve their
life goals. He said that the
students should enjoy life,
participate in sports, as
well as pay full attention to
studies. During this, SDM
Sonhat Amit Sinha and
block level officers-em-
ployees were present.

Collector visits SAGEMS

and interacts with students

Missing old man reunited with his family by police
KKoonnttaa,,  OOcctt  2200:: Sukma District
Superintendent of Police Sunil
Sharma, Additional
Superintendent of Police Kiran
Chavan, under the able guidance
of Om Chandel and under the
direction of SDOP Dornapal
Nishant Pathak, during the
search operation of the missing
person, on 16.10.2022, by the
police station Errabor village of

Madhya Pradesh found a miss-
ing person Mangal Baiga father
of Sukhar Dindori district
Dindori. Amru Baiga, aged 60,
was handed over to his family
members after handing over
them from the police station
Errabor area. The said missing
person is a mentally challenged
person who was wandering in
the Errabor area of ??Sukma dis-

trict after being On inquiring
about his name and address, Dr.
Rajesh, the operator of the NGO
“Maa Society Konta”, operating
in Konta, was contacted,
through whom the address of his
family members was contacted,
after which his family’s daughter
Mrs. Sangeeta husband Mohan
Binjhwar resident Sukhar
Dindori (Madhya Pradesh)

reached the police station
Errabor with his family mem-
bers, then the elderly Mangal
Baiga was handed over to them.
The family members of the eld-
erly expressed their gratitude to
the Sukma police. The police
dent the man  home Sukhar
Dindori (Madhya Pradesh) after
getting new clothes and a bus
ticket to board the bus.
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PROTEST RALLY

Youth Congress workers wearing PPE kits take out a protest march demanding a probe into alleged corruption in
the purchase of PPE kits during Covid-19 outbreak, in Kochi, Thursday. 

DIYAS FROM COW DUNG

Inmates prepare ‘diyas’ from cow dung at Agra Central jail in Agra, Thursday.

BRIEF

Suicide 
Mumbai: A well
known real estate de-
veloper allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
jumping from the 23rd
floor of a building in
Mumbai, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday.
An investigation is on
to ascertain the rea-
son behind the ex-
treme step taken by
builder Paras Porwal,
the official said with-
out elaborating.

Duped 
Gurugram: A retired
deputy director of se-
curity at the Lok
Sabha was allegedly
duped of over Rs 1
crore on the pretext of
investments in mutu-
al funds and shares,
police said. Sector 43
resident BL Ahuja (83)
retired as deputy di-
rector (security) at the
Lok Sabha in
November 2000.

Withdrawn
New Delhi: The
Delhi government on
Thursday issued an
order withdrawing
the Rs 500 fine for not
wearing masks in
public places in the
national capital. The
Delhi Disaster
Management
Authority (DDMA) in
a meeting last month
decided to stop levy-
ing the penalty after
September 30,
amid a decline in
COVID-19 cases.

Power
New Delhi: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has au-
thorised the city po-
lice commissioner to
detain under the
National Security Act
(NSA) people who
pose a threat to the na-
tional capital, sources
said on Thursday. The
order, which came
into force from
Wednesday, is effec-
tive till January 18
next year.

Spl campaign 
Chandigarh: Haryana
Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
on Thursday directed
the officials during a
meeting that a special
campaign should be
launched to make peo-
ple aware of eye dona-
tion. He said eye 
donation is truly a di-
vine deed.

Seize
New Delhi: Assets
worth over Rs 8.53
crore of a deceased
Rajasthan-based nar-
cotics dealer, who al-
legedly had links with
an African drug lord,
his family members
and associates have
been attached by the
ED as part of a money
laundering probe, the
agency said on
Thursday. The action
has been taken against
Subhash Dudani in a
case linked to manu-
facture and sale of
Methaqualone 
tablets, a prohibited
substance under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances 
(NDPS) Act.

View of waterlogged 
11th Cross Road in Bellandur

following heavy rains, in
Bengaluru, Thursday. 

Morena (MP), Oct 20 (PTI): 

Four persons, including
three members of a family,
were killed and six others
injured after a house,
where firecrackers were
stored by a tenant, col-
lapsed following a blast in
Banmore town of Madhya
Pradesh’s Morena district
on Thursday, a senior po-
lice official said.

The impact of the blast
was so severe that the
ground-plus-one-storey
structure was reduced to
rubble, while two nearby
houses were damaged.
The tenant’s wife, their
eight-year-old daughter, 18-
year-old son and one more
person died in the incident
that occurred around 11
am, he said.

The cause of the blast is
yet to be known, officials
said. “Four persons were
killed and six others in-
jured in the blast inci-
dent,” Inspector General
of Police (IG) Chambal
Range Rajesh Chawla said.

Banmore police station
in-charge Biresh
Kushwaha said the house
belonged to a man named
Nirmal Chand Jain.

The first floor of the
house was given on rent to
Jameel Khan, who resided
there with his family. He
had stored large quantity
of firecrackers in the
house without permis-
sion, another official said.

“Around 11 am, a blast
took place there. Its inten-
sity was so severe that the

entire structure collapsed
and a few people got
trapped under the debris,”
he said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Jameel Khan’s
wife Anno Khan (35), their
daughter Zoya and son
Mehmood, he said, adding
that one more person died
in the incident. However,
Jameel Khan survived as
he jumped off the terrace
immediately after the
blast. Of the six injured,
two were taken to Gwalior

after being given prelimi-
nary treatment at
Banmore local hospital,
while the rest are being
treated in Banmore, the IG
said. A case was registered
in connection with the in-
cident, the official said.

Meanwhile, Morena
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ashutosh Bagri told
PTI that the cause of the
blast is not clear yet.

The quantity of crack-
ers was not much, he said,
adding that it cannot be
said with certainty that
the blast took place be-
cause of gunpowder or
due to cylinder blast.

Experts are examining
the site to find out the rea-
son behind the blast, he
said. Senior Congress
leader and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath demanded a
probe into the incident
and urged the government
to take necessary steps for
prevention of such inci-
dents in view of the com-
ing Diwali festival.

Four killed in house blast 

Rescue operation underway after a blast in a house having a
godown of firecrackers, in Morena district, Thursday. 

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
said the Arvind Kejriwal-
led party wanted Delhi to be
‘AAP Nirbhar’ while the
BJP wanted the national
capital to be Atmanirbhar,
and asked people to choose
between the two in the MCD
elections.

Speaking at the launch of
a waste-to-energy (WTE)
plant in Tehkhand here,
Shah accused the Kejriwal
government of step-mother-
ly treatment to the erstwhile
three civic bodies and said it
owed Rs 40,000 crore to the
municipal corporations.

“They (Kejriwal-led
party) want Delhi to be AAP
Nirbhar. We want it to be-
come Atmanirbhar. In the
next Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) polls, people will

have to decide if they want
to be AAP Nirbhar or
Atmanirbhar,” Shah said at
the south Delhi event.

Alleging

that the
AAP govern-
ment had been
spending heavily on
publicity, he claimed
Kejriwal was under the im-
pression that development
came from advertisements,
but said “this illusion can
last only for five to seven
years”.

“People will have to
choose between ‘Vigyapan
ki Rajniti’ (politics of adver-
tisement) and ‘Vikas ki
Rajniti’ (politics of develop-
ment),” he added.

Shah assured that the
BJP would be ready with a
plan to make Delhi garbage-
free by the time MCD elec-

tions are held and that the
city would be in a position
to process 100 per cent of its
daily waste by 2025.

The Home minister said
the WTE plant would help
address the problem of
waste processing and fur-
ther strengthen Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Swachh Bharat Mission.

Amit Shah Ahead Of MCD Polls

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah speaks during

the inauguration of ‘Waste
to Energy’ plant, in New

Delhi, Thursday.

Mumbai, Oct 20:  

October, being
International Breast
Cancer Awareness month,
SBI Life launches ‘Thanks-
a-Dot’ initiative to spread
awareness about the need
for self-breast examina-
tion to fight breast cancer.
There is no doubt that
breast cancer is the most
common malignancy
among women around the
world.

It has now become one
of the most common can-
cers in India. As per indus-
try reports, every 4 min-
utes one woman gets diag-
nosed with breast cancer
in India. More important-
ly, about 50% of the
women are already at
stage three when they con-
sult a doctor, and 15 – 20%
at stage four leading to ex-

tremely low survival rates.
Taking into considera-

tion the above facts, SBI
Life Insurance continues
to build upon its ‘Thanks a
Dot’ Breast Cancer
Awareness Initiative. For
the fourth year in a row,
‘Thanks A Dot’ continues
to keep its focus intact to-
wards empowering the
women of India by raising
awareness around breast
cancer and promote the
importance of self-breast
examination for early
lump detection.

The company plans to
run the initiative across
multiple digital mediums
to spur converstaions
around breast cancer and
why bringing a behaviour-
al change will aid in sav-
ing lives by adopting a life-
saving skill. The long-
standing initiative aims at

persuading women to
make self-breast checks a
regular habit so that early
detection of lumps can
save lives.

With this, the company
released a new digital
video by roping in a
renowned TV celebrity,
Ms. Prachee Shah Pandya,
who triggers curiosity
amongst the viewers by
saying ‘Know your Double
O and learn a life-saving
skill’, urging viewers to
find out more by messag-
ing ‘Hi’ on a WhatsApp
number- 8860780000.

Speaking about the cam-
paign, Ravindra Sharma,
Chief of Brand, Corporate
Communication & CSR,
SBI Life Insurance said
“Women in India, most of
the times, de-prioritize
their health over other re-
sponsibilities.

Awareness drive to fight breast
cancer amongst Indian women

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Lack of strategic munic-
ipal solid waste plans,
waste collection and segre-
gation, a government fi-
nance regulatory frame-
work, and general social
attitudes of citizens are
major barriers to achiev-
ing effective solid waste
management in India,
says a new book.

In “Pathways Of Waste
to Wealth: A Reflective
Roadmap Towards Social
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ” ,
Mangesh Surve discusses
about the little action
around waste manage-
ment despite several talk
and how people tend to re-
frain from taking up roles
of social entrepreneur-
ship for various factors
like not enough aware-
ness, guidance, or motiva-
tion towards it.

Surve, who has worked

for more than 20 years in
the field of managing
wastes in India, wanted to
motivate people con-
cerned engineers to walk a
similar path so that it ben-
efits the country in the
long run. The vision is to
make India pollution-free
by converting waste to
wealth. According to the
author, more and more
people need to wake up to
the reality and use the lat-
est technologies in the
field towards sustainable
solutions. He says his book
is only the first step for
anyone wanting to convert
their interest of social
work and entrepreneur-
ship to reality, for there is
an abundance of waste to
be handled, which means
there is a lot of work and
opportunities to explore.
Surve suggests that the fol-
lowing changes are re-
quired to improve waste

management in India:
mindset shift, make urban
local bodies responsible,
setting up a strong inde-
pendent authority, intro-
duction of ‘waste tax’, ac-
curate forecasts and moni-
toring systems, citizens
made responsible for lit-
tering, waste segregation
at source, project develop-
ment by urban local bod-
ies, and integrated under-
standing of waste manage-
ment. He says the current
status of solid waste man-
agement in India is poor
because the best and most
appropriate methods from
waste collection to dispos-
al are not being used.

“Lack of strategic mu-
nicipal solid waste plans,
waste collection or segre-
gation, a government fi-
nance regulatory frame-
work, and general social
attitudes of the citizens of
the country are major bar-

riers to achieving effective
solid waste management
in India,” he writes in
“Pathways Of Waste to
Wealth”, published by
Adhyyan Books.

The author feels the pop-
ulation surge and develop-
ment of smart cities or
megacities are making
solid waste management a
bigger problem in India
than it has ever been in the
past. “Cultural viewpoints
further make public par-
ticipation in dealing with
the issues associated with
waste management diffi-
cult. A general lack of
awareness and ownership
in the community would
be one of the biggest chal-
lenges to break through, to
cultivate an attitude that is
critical towards develop-
ing a sustainable and effec-
tive waste management
system for the country,” he
says.

Book addresses issue of solid waste management 

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has frozen Rs
7.12 crore worth of
Bitcoins and seized Rs 1.65
crore in cash as part of an
ongoing money launder-
ing investigation against
the promoter of a Kolkata-
based mobile gaming app
that is alleged to have
duped many people.

The action has been
taken against the app
called E-Nuggets and its
promoter Aamir Khan.

“The ED (Enforcement
Directorate) carried out a
search operation at two
premises in Kolkata, lead-
ing to the seizure of Rs
1.65 crore cash and freez-
ing of 44.5 Bitcoin (equiva-
lent to Rs 7.12 crore as per
market exchange rates)
and other incriminating

documents,” the federal
agency said in a state-
ment.

The ED had raided the
premises of the app’s com-
pany and that of Khan and
his father Nesar Ahmed
Khan in Kolkata last
month and had seized Rs
17.32 crore in cash from
there apart from freezing
bitcoins and some bank
deposits in the past.

With the latest action,
the total seizure amount in
this case stands at Rs 51.16
crore. The agency said as
many as 300 accounts were
used to “launder” funds of
gamers.

Aamir Khan was arrest-
ed by the detective depart-
ment of the Kolkata Police
from Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh last month. The
money laundering case
stems from an FIR filed by

the Kolkata Police against
the company and its pro-
moters in February 2021.
The FIR was registered at
the Park Street police sta-
tion based on a complaint
filed by the Federal Bank
authorities before a court
in Kolkata, the ED had
said. The agency found
that Aamir Khan
launched the gaming ap-
plication E-Nuggets,
which was designed for
the purpose of “defraud-
ing” people.

“After collecting a siz-
able amount of money
from the public, all of a
sudden withdrawal from
the said app was stopped
on one pretext or the other.
Thereafter, all data, includ-
ing profile information,
was wiped off from the
said app servers,” the ED
said.

Kolkata gaming app: 
ED freezes fresh Bitcoins, cash

Thiruvananthapuram,
Oct 20 (PTI): A total of
5,041 children with con-
genital heart problems
have been offered free
surgeries under a scheme
launched by the Kerala
government, with an ob-
jective to reduce infant
mortality rate in the
state.

Of the total 1,002 chil-
dren who underwent sur-
gery under the
“Hridyam” scheme this
year, 475 were infants
below one year-old, state
Health Minister Veena
George said on Thursday.

The scheme has been
designed to help children,
from newborns to 18
years of age. Even if an
unborn child is diag-
nosed with heart disease,
follow-up treatment from

its birth onwards is pro-
vided free of cost through
the initiative, the minis-
ter said here in a state-
ment.

Both the cost of treat-
ment and the heart sur-
gery of the children, in-
cluded in the scheme, are
covered the government.

“Eight out of 1,000 chil-
dren are found to have
been suffering from heart
diseases. Of them, 50 per
cent of children need
treatment. Many chil-
dren need surgery,”
George said stressing the
significance of the
scheme. Noting that the
“Hridyam” scheme was
launched with the partic-
ipation of the private sec-
tor as well, she said as
many as 9 state-run and
private hospitals have
been empaneled for the
project.

Over 5,000 children in Kerala
get free heart surgery 

 Under govt scheme New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Noting pendency of is-
sues related to firecrack-
ers before the Supreme
Court, the Delhi High
Court on Thursday re-
fused to entertain a peti-
tion challenging the Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee’s complete ban
on sale and use of fire-
crackers, including those
classified green. Justice
Yashwant Varma dis-
missed a petition by two
merchants who sought to
“purchase, sell and store
only green crackers” dur-
ing the festive season, and
said it was not appropriate
for the high court to inde-
pendently examine such a
challenge when the issue
“does appear to be engag-
ing the attention” of the
top court. The court, how-
ever, said the petitioners

were free to initiate appro-
priate proceedings under
the law to seek redressal of
their grievances. “From
the material placed on
record, the court notes the
issue of pollution as a re-
sult of use of firecracker
during the Diwali festival
was first considered by the
Supreme Court (in a case).
That petition remains
pending on the board of
the Supreme Court,” the
high court observed.

Subsequently, another
writ petition came to be
preferred before the
Supreme Court seeking is-
suing of guidelines in re-
spect of sale, purchase and
bursting of permissible
firecrackers. The petition
also produces some of the
banning orders issued by a
few states and has been
tagged with the earlier
plea, it said

HC rejects plea against
absolute firecracker ban

‘Choose between ‘AAP Nirbhar’ and Atmanirbhar’



AMAZON DEALING WITH SEVERE DROUGHT

A man walks in an area impacted by drought near the Solimes River, in Tefe, Amazonas state, Brazil, Wednesday,
Oct. 19, 2022. Months after enduring floods that destroyed crops, thousands of families in the Brazilian Amazon are
now dealing with severe drought. 
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Washington, Oct 20 (AP):

The Biden administration
has announced a round of crimi-
nal charges and sanctions relat-
ed to a complicated scheme to
procure military technologies
from US manufacturers and ille-
gally supply them to Russia for
its war in Ukraine.

Some of the equipment was
recovered on battlefields in
Ukraine, the Justice
Department said, and other
nuclear proliferation technol-
ogy was intercepted in Latvia
before it could be shipped to
Russia. The Justice
Department charged nine peo-
ple in separate cases in New
York and Connecticut, as well
as two oil brokers for
Venezuela. The defendants are
accused of acquiring the mili-
tary technology from US com-
panies and then laundering
tens of millions of dollars for
wealthy Russian businessmen
and other sanctioned entities.
Some of the defendants are
also accused of brokering illic-
it oil deals for the Venezuelan
state-owned oil company. “As I
have said, our investigators
and prosecutors will be relent-
less in their efforts to identify,
locate, and bring to justice
those whose illegal acts under-
mine the rule of law and enable
the Russian regime to continue
its unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine,” Attorney General

Merrick Garland said in a state-
ment.

The five defendants charged
in New York are all Russian na-
tionals, and two have been ar-
rested. All four defendants in the
Connecticut case three Latvians
and one Ukrainian were taken
into custody months ago at the
request of US authorities.

The criminal charges comple-
ment the latest round of Biden

administration sanctions target-
ing Russia. The Treasury
Department’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control announced
sanctions on Wednesday
against one of the men
charged by the Justice
Department, designating Yury
Orekhov and two of his firms,
N o r d - D e u t s c h e
Industrieanlagenbau GmbH
and Opus Energy Trading

LLC, for procuring advanced
semiconductors and micro-
processors used in fighter air-

craft and ballistic and hyperson-
ic missile systems among other
military uses.

US busts network providing technology to Russian military

Beijing, Oct 20 (AP):

Investigative journalist
Wang Zhi’an once exposed
corruption, land seizures,
and medical malpractice
in China, with millions of
viewers and a powerful
platform: state broadcast-
er CCTV.

Wang now lives alone in
central Tokyo after being
blacklisted in his home-
land. His journey from on-
air personality at the heart
of China’s vast state
media apparatus to re-
porter in exile illustrates
how even government-
backed critical reporting
has been curtailed under
Xi Jinping, China’s most
authoritarian leader since
Mao Zedong.

Unlike many muckrak-
ers, Wang hasn’t given up.
Deep in debt and armed
with little more than a lap-
top, a tripod, and a camera
borrowed from a friend,
Wang is back in business
this time on YouTube and
Twitter, both banned in
China.

“Here I can tell the
truth, and nobody will re-
strict me anymore,” Wang
said, sitting in his Tokyo
studio, a living room in his
modest three-story walk-
up. Thousands of dele-
gates are congregating in
Beijing this week to reaf-
firm Xi as leader of the
ruling Communist Party

for a third term, at the
country’s most important
political meeting in a
decade. Fearing arrest,
Wang said he won’t return
until Xi is out of power.
“He demands absolute
obedience,” Wang said.

“The media has become
like the army: a tool that
pledges unconditional alle-
giance to the party.”

Under Xi, China’s once
feisty reporters have fallen
in line. The Communist
Party’s propaganda arm
has taken direct control of
agencies managing news-
papers, broadcasters, and
radio stations. A powerful
new agency has silenced
critical voices on the inter-
net, creating a vast censor-
ship apparatus powered
by thousands of censors.

Privately, many Chinese

journalists say Xi has
quashed independent re-
porting. Publicly, they stay
silent. Xi’s very name is
mouthed carefully, in
scripted lines, whispers or
pseudonyms.

“The change these past
10 years has been dramat-
ic,” said Zhan Jiang, a re-
tired professor of journal-
ism at Beijing Foreign
Studies University.

Wang never imagined a
life outside China. A na-
tive of mountainous
Shaanxi province, Wang
joined CCTV in 1998 after
obtaining a master’s in
history.

Fleeing Xi’s China, journalist
makes fresh start abroad

Canberra, Oct 20 (AP):

Australia has re-
versed a previous gov-
ernment’s recognition
of west Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital, the for-
eign minister said
Tuesday, prompting
consternation from
Israel.

The center-left Labor
Party government
agreed that the
Australian Embassy
would remain in Tel
Aviv, as it has been.
The Cabinet also reaf-
firmed that
Jerusalem’s status

must be resolved in
peace negotiations be-
tween Israel and the
Palestinians, Foreign
Minister Penny Wong
said.

Australia remained
committed to a two-
party solution to the
conflict between
Israelis and
Palestinians, and “we
will not support an ap-
proach that under-
mines this prospect,”
Wong said.

Israel’s Prime
Minister Yair Lapid ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment in Australia’s

changed position.
“Jerusalem is the

eternal undivided capi-
tal of Israel and noth-
ing will change that,”
Lapid said in a state-
ment. Wong said her
department made an
error by updating its
website on Australia’s
revised policy on
Israel’s capital before
Cabinet had confirmed
the change.

This led to conflict-
ing media reports on
Australia’s position be-
fore Wong’s announce-
ment. Lapid appeared
to blame this media

confusion for Australia
changing its policy.

“In light of the way
the decision was made
in Australia, as a hasty
response to a mistaken
report in the media,
one can only hope in
other issues the gov-
ernment of Australia
behaves more serious-
ly and professionally,”
Lapid said.

Israel’s Foreign
Ministry said it will
summon the
Australian ambassa-
dor to express “deep
disappointment” over
a decision that was

“based on short-sight-
ed political considera-
tions.”

Senior Palestinian
official Hussein Al-
Sheikh said he wel-
comed Australia’s deci-
sion “and its affirma-
tion that the future of
sovereignty over
Jerusalem depends on
the permanent solu-
tion based on interna-
tional legitimacy.”

Former conservative
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison formally rec-
ognized west
Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital in December

2018, although the
Australian Embassy
remained in Tel Aviv.

The change followed
then-U.S. President
Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to move the U.S.
Embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem.
President Joe Biden
has kept the embassy
in Jerusalem as the
U.S. steps back from its
once-intense media-
tion between the
Israelis and
Palestinians, who have
not held substantive
peace talks in more
than a decade.

Australia drops recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
Kathmandu, Oct 20 (PTI):

Three Indian nationals
were among four persons
arrested in connection
with a shooting incident
in Nepal’s Madhesh
province, bordering
India, according to a
media report on
Thursday.

Gulshan Singh (22),
Saurabh Shah (20), and
Rehan Singh (20), all hail-
ing from Bihar were ar-
rested for a shootout that
took place on Wednesday
in Madhesh province’s
Bagmati municipality, in

which a man was shot at,
My Republica newspaper
reported.

The injured man is
being treated at the
Namuna Hospital in
Sarlahi district.

The head of the cooper-
ative in Bagmati
Municipality where the
victim works was also ar-
rested by the Nepalese
police.

All four accused were
arrested as they were try-
ing to cross the India-
Nepal border on
Wednesday night, the
paper added.

3 Indians among 4 arrested
after shootout in Nepal

Peshawar, Oct 20 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment on Thursday cate-
gorically denied reports
about reaching any deal
with the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and instead asked the mili-
tant group’s leadership to
call back their men to
Afghanistan.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mehmud
Khan was personally
monitoring the situation
that emerged after alleged
regrouping of the Taliban
militants in hilly parts of
the Swat district, his aide
told reporters.

Chief Minister Khan
has vowed that his govern-
ment would not compro-
mise on security, as well

as, the law and order situ-
ation in the district, his
Special Assistant on
Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif said
during a press conference.

The KPK government
recently held a meeting
with the local command-
ers of the TTP about end-
ing the menace of terror-
ism in the province, Saif
said, adding that the talks
had created an impression
on social media that the
provincial government
had reached a deal with
the militant group about
handing over some areas
in Malakand division and
former Federally
Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) to the mili-
tant group.

Saif stressed that the in-
formation doing rounds of

social media was incor-
rect and that there was no
such understanding with
the militant outfit that de-
mands the imposition of
Sharia law across
Pakistan.

The talks with the TTP
were held within the pa-
rameters of the
Constitution and the law
of the land, said Saif,
adding that no deal has
been finalised yet to this
effect with the militants.

Responding to a ques-
tion, the official clarified
that the chief minister
had clearly said that his
government would go to
any extent for the mainte-
nance of public order in
the province.

About the Mingora by-
pass road incident, where
police had killed two peo-

ple on suspicion of being
terrorists, the special as-
sistant clarified that it was
not an act of terrorism
but a criminal incident
that is being probed by the
police.

Saif also appealed in his
personal capacity to the
TTP leadership to call
back their men from Swat
to Afghanistan and
stressed that Pakistani
militants must disarm
themselves in order to es-
tablish lasting peace in the
Malakand division and
tribal districts.

The people of Swat from
all walks of life held wide-
ranging protests after the
re-emergence of the
Taliban in parts of the dis-
trict in the wake of talks
between the TTP and the
government.

Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
govt denies deal with Taliban Chronicle
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Good samaritan
Recently in Murshidabad

district of West Bengal, a
commercial painter named
Kajal Sheikh, noticed a
blood donation camp on his
way to the bride's home for
his own marriage. After
taking the permission of
the family of the bride and
assuring them of his quick
return, Sheikh travelled 6
km to the camp site, donat-
ed blood while sporting his
marriage attire and there-
after returned to complete
his wedding rituals. What
is the academic degree of
Sheikh. A "mere" Class VIII
dropout. Yet who is more
educated than highly so-
cially responsible Kajal
Sheikh who was much con-
cerned for the crisis in
blood supply during the fes-
tive season. Yes, there lies
absolutely no relationship
between academic certifi-
cate/degree with
Education. Only a humani-
tarian can be called
Educated, nobody else.
Mere academic degree ie
career-based education
hardly serves the moral
fabric of the society or en-
lightens one's mindset and
viewpoint because it can
often be earned by merely
memorizing the answers of
the questions as suggested
by the professor or tutor
and "inspires" the students
to become successful pro-
fessionals so as to make
loads of money by hook or
by crook. The crimes and
sins of innumerable "edu-
cated" folks bear proof
enough that mere attain-
ment of university degree
is neither the path of en-
lightenment nor the be-all
and end-all of life. Yes,
only that person/society is
truly educated who/which
value human rights, re-
main humble and courte-
ous, know the difference
between right and wrong
with scientific temper and
also practically practice it
in daily life. No wonder this
is the very reason why
many degree-holders used
to seek advice of a certain
degree-less Ramakrishna
Paramahansa or follow the
philosophical path of an-
other certificate-less
Rabindranath Tagore.

Kajal Chatterjee,
Kolkata

Shielding terrorists
Once again, on the global

stage, China has emerged
as a ‘role model’ for the ter-
rorists of Pakistan by
blocking a proposal by
India and the US at the UN
to put Pakistan-based
Lashkar terrorist Shahid
Mahmood on the list of
global terrorists. China has
been shielding Pakistani
terrorists in the past too. It
is for the fourth time in
four months that it has
stayed a world body’s at-
tempt to put a terrorist on
the banned list. China can
be called the saviour of ter-
rorists.

RK Arora, Mohali
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and other dignitaries at the launch of Mission LiFE at
the Statue of Unity, in Kevadia, Thursday, Oct. 20.

MISSION LIFE LAUNCH

T he Madhya Pradesh government deciding to launch Hindi
instruction for the medical course in the state, with Home

Minister Amit Shah releasing in Bhopal Hindi texts of three sub-
jects taught in the first year of the MBBS programme, has
brought back to limelight the debate over language. This has
come around the time when the  Committee  of  Parliament  on
Official Language headed by the Union Home Minister recom-
mended that Hindi should be the medium of instruction in all
technical or non-technical educational institutions in Hindi-
speaking states, including central universities. The recommenda-
tions of  the panel have triggered angry reactions in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and other southern states. But, for students whose medi-
um of  instruction in school was Hindi, the unveiling of  MBBS
Hindi  text books  is  a  positive development. Students schooled
in their mother tongue have a disadvantage in higher education
where  English  is  usually  the  medium  of instruction and exami-
nation. Flexible language policies can greatly benefit such stu-
dents,which is why this reform should be extended to other lan-
guages and disciplines too. But it’simportant to ensure that local
language books maintain the quality standards of the source
books. The corpus of local language texts must also expand so
that a student who opts to study in the local language is not left
behind by others. Language flexibility in higher education should
include students having room to improve their English skills too.
This will open up more opportunities for them in the global
knowledge economy. There is nothing new about the opposition
to Hindi in the south, where the first anti-Hindi imposition agita-
tion was launched in 1937. This time too the situation is no differ-
ent. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin has written to the Prime
Minister that the “aggressive attempts of the Union government”
to ‘impose’ Hindi are “impractical and divisive in character”, put-
ting non-Hindi speaking people in a disadvantageous position.
The DMK youth wing has held protestsin the state and is threat-
ening a massive demonstration in Delhi. Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan   has   also   termed   the committee’s recommen-
dations as an assault on federalism and the very essence of
India’s unique unity in diversity. It may be recalled that under the
Left rule, West Bengal paid a heavy price for curbing English to
promote the local language. India’s workforce,  from  IT  to  nurs-
ing,  is  prized everywhere  because  of  familiarity  with English.
Parents, across classes, seek English medium education for their
wards for this reason. A recent learning survey actually found
children displaying more proficiency in English than their mother
tongues. Let all languages flourish. Let parents and students
choose what’s best for them.

Debate over language
back in focus

F armers have always
been the back-bone of

Indian’s economy and Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
led government is striving to
strengthen this back-bone of
the country through innova-
tive and concrete measures in
fertilizer sector with the vision
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’.
Structural changes in this sec-
tor are crucial for achieving
this vision as 45.6 per cent
workforce in the country is em-
ployed in agriculture secotor.
With ‘Kisan Kalyan’ in mind,
Government is bringing cru-
cial initiatives so that farmers
get fertilisers and other inputs
at cheaper rates under a single
roof, adopt new technologies to
enhance their farm production
and enhance their income.
With these objectives, Hon’ble
Prime Minister is going to
launch two important initia-
tives for the farmers. First is,
‘Prime Minister Kisan
Samridhhi Kendras (PMKSK)’,
one-of-a-kind ‘Model Fertilizer
Retail Shops’ having various
facilities under single roof.

Second is Pradhanmantri
Bhartiya Jan Urvark
Pariyojana called ‘One Nation,
One Fertilizers’ shall also be
launched under which single
brand “BHARAT” will be used
for all type of major fertilisers.
600 Prime Minister Kisan
Samridhhi Kendras (PMKSK)
will function as ‘One Stop

Shop’ for farmers for all quali-
ty agri-inputs like fertilizers,
seeds, pesticides at reasonable
prices under one roof. In addi-
tion, pesticides, insecticides,
seeds and small farm imple-
ments such as spades, sickles,
sprayers etc. shall also be avail-
able in these kendras. PMKSK
shall also provide linkages to
custom hiring centres for hir-
ing large or small farm equip-
ment including drones for
spraying of liquid fertilizers
and pesticides. These Kendra
will also provide Interactive
Platform for Knowledge
Sharing to create awareness
among farmers on latest and
best agriculture technology
and practices along with bal-
ance use of fertilizers. Under
PMKSK, existing 3.3 lakhs fer-
tilizer shops of the country
will be converted  or new ones
will be set up.

PMKSK at village level will
facilitate the farmers with
Crop Literature, Soil Fertility
Map, Messages from
Government Authorities and
Stock Position of fertilizers,
Subsidy and MRP etc. In addi-
tion to facilities at village level,
tehsil level Kendra will have fa-
cilities like Help Desk on New
Age Fertilizers and
Government Schemes, Crop
Advisory, Tele
Consultationwith experts,
Common Service Centre, Soil
Testing Facility and Sample

Collection for Seed & Pesticide
Testing, Custom Hiring
Facilities for Sprayers, Dusters
and Drones and information
about Mandi Prices and
Weather Conditions. District
level Kendras will have all fa-
cilities at larger scale with
showcasing of Entire Product
Range, Larger Sitting
Arrangements, Testing
Facility for Soil, Seed, Water
and Pesticides, Capacity
Building of Retailers and
Common Service Centre. To
empower retailers with infor-
mation under PMKSK, train-
ing of retailers will be conduct-
ed in every six months.
Agricultural Scientist from
KVK and agriculture Experts
will be engaged for imparting
the training to the retailers on
topics such as promoting
Balance use of fertilizers,
knowledge on use and advan-
tages of Organic fertilizers,
Bio-fertilizers, New age fertiliz-
er solutions such as Nano
Fertilizers etc. shall also be
shared with retailers on regu-
lar basis.

Success stories of the pro-
gressive farmers shall also be
widely shared with farmers by
utilising ICT. Updated informa-
tion on advancement in agri-
culture inputs, new innovative
agricultural technologies,
weather forecasting, crop pest
infestation warning, Mandi
Rates etc. shall also be dissemi-
nated . Another revolutionary
scheme is PM Jan Urvarak
Pariyojana, also called as ‘One
Nation One Fertiliser’, single
brand ‘Bharat’ will be used for
all type of major fertilisers to
be sold in country. With a
‘Single bag design’ across the
country, ‘Bharat Urea’, ‘Bharat
DAP’, ‘Bharat MOP’ and
‘Bharat NPK’ will be sold. The
rationale is, since fertilizer of
a particular category needs to
have same nutrient content as
per specifications prescribed

under Fertilizer Control Order
(FCO). There is no product dif-
ferentiation in different brands
for a particular type of fertiliz-
er. For example, DAP should
have same quantity of nutrient
content whether it is produced
by one company or another.
‘One Nation One Fertiliser’
will be the biggest step of the
Government so far which will
help farmers to overcome their
confusion of brand specific
choice, as all urea brand have
46% N and all DAP brand have
18% N and 46% P. Farmers are
generally unaware of this fact
and prefer certain brands as a
result of vigorous marketing
strategies adopted and strong
retailer network developed by
companies in that region. It
has been found that this brand
preference over the years is re-
sulting in delayed supply of
fertilizers to farmers and extra
burden on exchequer due to in-
creased freight subsidy as a re-
sult of long distance criss-
cross movement of fertilizers.

India has achieved signifi-
cant milestones in agricultural
production and productivity to
ensure food and nutrition secu-
rity to a billion-plus popula-
tion. The spectacular success
of attaining self-reliance is
contributed by timely supply of
quality Agri-inputs like fertil-
izers, seeds, pesticides, weedi-
cide etc. The objective of both
the initiatives, PMKSK and
‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ is
to maximise farm production
by ensuring easy availability of
fertilisers and other agri serv-
ices to the farmers at afford-
able prices and to promote bal-
anced nutrient application
which is essential for sus-
tained agricultural growth and
prosperity of the farmers.

(The author is Minister of
Chemicals & Fertilizers and

Health & Family Welfare,
Govt. on India)

T he Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-
2 virus may have been transmitted

from an animal species to humans, accord-
ing to a study. The research, published re-
cently in the journal Proceedings of National
Academy of Sciences, provides new insights
into the evolutionary origins of Omicron. An
essential step in coronavirus infection oc-
curs when spike protein, which helps the
virus to infect the cells, binds to the host's
receptor. After establishing consistent in-
fections in the host, the spike protein be-
comes adapted to the host's receptor. The
resaerchers carried out a detailed structural
biology analysis of the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron
variant. They identified several mutations in
the Omicron spike protein that were unique-
ly adapted to the mouse receptor and in-
compatible with the human receptor. This
suggests the Omicron variant might not
have originated from humans directly, and
instead may have been transmitted from
other animal species to humans, according
to the researchers.

"These Omicron mutations are evolution-
ary traces left by the virus during its trans-
mission from one animal species to anoth-
er," said study lead author Fang Li, from the
University of Minnesota in the US. "Our de-

tailed structural biology approach has suc-
cessfully recovered these subtle yet unique
evolutionary traces," Li said. The re-
searchers noted that the COVID-19 virus is
capable of infecting many animal species --
which is one of the main reasons why vari-
ants keep emerging. These findings also
suggest that epidemic surveillance of ro-
dents may be important for stopping new
COVID-19 variants from emerging in the fu-
ture, they said. "Animal to human transmis-
sion of coronaviruses will likely continue to
threaten global health. It has been suggest-
ed that all coronaviruses circulating in hu-
mans came from animals," said Li. "I am
working with my colleagues to address cur-
rent and potential future coronavirus pan-
demics by developing therapeutics target-
ing both human coronaviruses and animal
coronaviruses," the scientist added.

Omicron Covid variant may have
originated in animals, study finds

T he first Native
American woman in

space said Wednesday she
is overwhelmed by the
beauty and delicacy of
Mother Earth, and is chan-
neling "positive energy" as
her five-month mission gets
underway. NASA astronaut
Nicole Mann said from the
International Space Station
that she's received lots of
prayers and blessings from
her family and tribal community. She is a
member of the Wailacki of the Round
Valley Indian Tribes in Northern California.
Mann showed off the dream catcher she
took up with her, a childhood gift from her
mother that she's always held dear. The
small traditional webbed hoop with feath-
ers is used to offer protection, and she said
it's given her strength during challenging
times. Years before joining NASA in 2013,
she flew combat in Iraq for the Marines.

"It's the strength to know that I have the
support of my family and community back
home and that when things are difficult or
things are getting hard or I'm getting
burned-out or frustrated, that strength is

something that I will draw
on to continue toward a suc-
cessful mission," Mann told
The Associated Press, which
gathered questions from
members and tribal news
outlets across the country.
Mann said she's always
heeded her mother's advice
on the importance of posi-
tive energy, especially on
launch day. "It's difficult for
some people maybe to un-

derstand because it's not really tangible,"
she said. "But that positive energy is so
important, and you can control that ener-
gy, and it helps to control your attitude."

Mann, 45, a Marine colonel and test
pilot who was born in Petaluma,
California, said it's important to recognize
there are all types of people aboard the
space station. It's currently home to three
Americans, three Russians and one
Japanese astronaut. "What that does is it
just highlights our diversity and how in-
credible it is when we come together as a
human species, the wonderful things that
we can do and that we can accomplish,"
she said.

First Native American woman 
in space awed by Mother Earth
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

M allikarjun Kharge  (80) deserves kudos for being elect-
ed as the first non-Gandhi leader after 24 years to oc-

cupy the party's top post.  Kharge defeated fellow Congress
politician Shashi Tharoor to become the first Dalit to hold the po-
sition. He is a  veteran politician born five years before independ-
ence and is widely believed to have the backing of both Sonia and
Rahul. There is no doubt that he will be now facing  mammoth
challenge of winning the next national election, due in 2024, and
three state elections next year. Kharge was seen as the favourite
to win the contest. He is often called 'solilada sardara', a warrior
who knows no defeat. He studied law at the Seth Shankarlal
Lahoti College in Gulbarga where as a junior he won many labour
union cases. Later on, he went on to become a labour leader at
the Centre. He joined Congress way back in 1969 and since then
he has held an array of portfolios across different profiles. He be-
came the President of the Gulbarga City Congress Committee in
1969. He has been a Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha from
Karnataka since February 16, 2021. From then to October 1, 2022,
he also was the Leader of the Opposition in the Parliament. He
has held several other portfolios under different cabinets and
ministers all his life. His rise to the position of the Congress chief
as a Dalit leader is being viewed as a strong political move ahead
of the Karnataka Assembly Elections in May 2023. Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot has rightly said that It's a moment of pride that
Mallikarjun Kharge became Congress President, he is an experi-
enced leader. Congress will strengthen under his leadership, and
our party is united across the country. Kharge’s biggest opportu-
nity came in 2014 when the Congress suffered a humiliating de-
feat and was reduced to just 44 members in the Lok Sabha.
Kharge, who won from Gulbarga for the second time, was made
leader of the Congress in the Lok Sabha. Founded in 1885, the
Congress led the country to freedom from British colonial rule. It
has dominated India’s post-independence politics, ruling the
country for 54 of the past 70 years, either on its own or as the
leader of coalition governments.In the process the party has
failed to reform its organization or tackle issues related to its
functioning and leadership that may have contributed to its de-
cline and fall. In 1993 when Ajitsingh with his followers joined the
party, it became a majority government under P.V.
NarsimahaRao.This single dominant party system has done some
good to the country. It was due to this that political stability came
in the country, which otherwise the nation would have lost. But at
the same time the Congress-men took it for granted that India
was for them to be governed and this created many problems as
well. The Congress’s failure to project a suitable chief ministerial
candidate in most of the elections must have harmed its
prospects. The results in different states are a lesson for the
Congress Party; it is on a steady decline in the country’s political
arena.  The Congress is surely losing its power base across the
country, and for good reason. The results are a lesson for the
Congress Party; it is on a steady decline in the country’s political
arena. The Congress’ revival pivots on its ability to address its cri-
sis of credibility, encouraging State leaders, and functioning as a
vigorous Opposition in Parliament. The Congress party has been
suffering from a leadership crisis, with Rahul Gandhi widely seen
as a failure, indifferent and incompetent. Kharge  was a minister
in all Congress governments after that while he was an MLA —
the Gundu Rao Ministry in 1980, the S Bangarappa Cabinet in
1990 and the M Veerappa Moily government from 1992 to 1994.
He was Leader of the Opposition in 1996-99 and 2008-09, and
president of the state Congress from 2005-08, before he moved to
national politics in 2009, when he entered the Lok Sabha for the
first time. Kharge is  gentle and soft-spoken, sober by tempera-
ment and nature, and has never landed in any political spot or
controversy and there is not doubt that he will play a vital role in
bringing back the glory of Congress party. 

Mallikarjun Kharge a congress
man for all seasons

Empowering Farmers for a Prosperous India
DR. MANSUKH MANDVIYA

NASA astronaut Nicole Mann
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Investors incentives 

Mumbai: The indus-
tries department of
Karnataka, which is
holding a global in-
vestor summit early
next month, has met
representatives of 17
companies, including
L&T, Mahindra,
Hinduja Group, as
part of a roadshow
and offered them sec-
tor-specific incentives.
The state is expecting
over Rs 5 lakh crore
investments from the
summit and has set a
target of generating 5
lakh jobs through this.
“We’ve met top offi-
cials of 17 large com-
panies on the side-
lines of the roadshow
for the global investor
summit which is
being held November
2-4 in Bengaluru, E V
Ramana Reddy, addi-
tional chief secretary
for industry and com-
merce, told PTI here.

Air passenger 
Mumbai: Indian air-
lines carried nearly
1.04 crore domestic
passengers in
September, marginal-
ly higher than the traf-
fic registered in
August amid rising
travel demand. Data
released by aviation
regulator DGCA on
Wednesday showed
that domestic air pas-
senger volume grew
46.54 per cent to 1.034
crore (103.55 lakh) in
September compared
to the year-ago period.
Domestic air passen-
ger traffic has been
improving and in
August, it stood at 1.01
crore. Indian carriers
had ferried 70.66 lakh
passengers on the do-
mestic routes in
September last year.
As per the data, Akasa
Air — which started
operations on August
7 — flew 0.93 lakh pas-
sengers in September
and had a market
share of 0.9 per cent.
Last month, the aver-
age passenger load
factor of the carriers
stood at 77.5 per cent
against 72.5 per cent
in August 2022.

13 MoUs

Noida: The Uttar
Pradesh government
on Wednesday inked 13
agreements with vari-
ous firms promising in-
vestment worth Rs 564
crore in the state at the
Defence Expo 2022 in
Gujarat’s Gandhinagar,
UP cabinet minister
Nand Gopal Gupta
said. The MoUs have
been inked by the Uttar
Pradesh Expressways
Industrial
Development
Authority (UPEIDA)
and investments will
be made in the UP
Defence Industrial
Corridor being devel-
oped by it, he said.
Gupta, the industrial
development minister
of UP, is representing
the state at the Defence
Expo 2022, which was
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi in the Gujarat
capital city on
Wednesday.

INVESTORS MEET

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during the Odisha Investors Meet in Hyderabad.

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

There is a huge scope
for India to move in the
global value chain sys-
tems and have high value-
addition in global exports,
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said on
Thursday. India’s share in
global exports is less than
2 per cent. So, huge poten-
tial is there to boost the
shipments despite global
headwinds and low trade
growth predictions, he
added.

“So, we can easily aim
for doubling our exports
and increasing our ex-
ports (share) to 10 per cent
over a period of time and
these opportunities exist
even if somebody is say-
ing that global trade sce-
nario is looking bleak,” he
said here at the CII
National Exports Summit.

The domestic exporters
should not be pessimistic
about this scenario, he
added. “There is a huge
scope for India to not only
move in the global value
chains systems but also to
have high value-addition
and contribution in the
world’s exports,”
Barthwal noted. The
growth in world trade is
expected to slow down to
one per cent in 2023, due to
global uncertainties, ac-

cording to a WTO forecast.
The World Trade
Organization (WTO) has
also projected a growth of
3.5 per cent in global trade
this year against the April
estimate of 3 per cent. The
commerce secretary also
said that global firms are
looking at India as an al-
ternative destination for
investments.

Barthwal said that e-
commerce is strengthen-
ing the capabilities of
MSMEs to join the supply
chains and they should
reap the benefits. He also
said that a coherent trade
strategy that promotes
greater integration and
participation of India into
global value chains is im-
perative and such a strate-
gy will help India achieve
USD 2 trillion exports tar-
get by 2027-28 and USD 8
trillion by 2047.

Huge scope for India to 
move in global value chain systems:

Commerce Secretary

Washington, Oct 21: 

Microsoft CEO Satya
Nadella has said it is an
honour for him to receive
the Padma Bhushan, the
third-highest civilian
award and he looks for-
ward to continuing to
work with people across
India to help them use
technology to achieve
more.

Nadella, who plans to
visit India next January,
formally received the
award for distinguished
service, from India’s
Consul General in San
Francisco, Dr T.V.
Nagendra Prasad, last
week. The 55-year-old CEO
of Microsoft was named
one of the 17 awardees
earlier this year. On re-
ceiving the award, Nadella
said: It’s an honour to re-

ceive a Padma Bhushan
Award and to be recog-
nised with so many ex-
traordinary people.

I’m thankful to the
President, Prime Minister,
and people of India, and
look forward to continu-
ing to work with people
across India to help them
use technology to achieve
more. During the meeting,
Nadella discussed with
Prasad the critical role
digital technology plays in

empowering inclusive
growth in India. The dis-
cussion focused on India’s
growth trajectory and the
country’s potential to be a
global political and tech-
nology leader, according
to Microsoft. We are living
in a period of historic eco-
nomic, societal and tech-
nological change, said
Nadella following his
meeting with Dr Prasad.
The next decade will be
defined by digital technol-
ogy. Indian industries and
organisations of every
size are turning to tech-
nology to help them do
more with less, which will
ultimately lead to greater
innovation, agility and re-
silience, Nadella said.
Hyderabad-born Nadella
was named CEO of
Microsoft in February
2014.

Satya Nadella receives Padma Bhushan
in US; plans to visit India in January

New Delhi, Oct 20:  

Innovation is a key
factor in charting out
the growth trajectory
for India’s technology
sector, and open innova-
tion programmes are in-
creasingly being includ-
ed in agendas to drive
business growth, ac-
cording to industry
body Nasscom’s report.
The report mooted key
measures to develop a
strong open innovation
ecosystem in the coun-
try.

The suggestions in-
clude the creation of a
single platform for all
innovation pro-
grammes, a national
repository of startups,
the establishment of
more ecosystem en-

ablers, the creation of
open innovation market-
place, dedicated incuba-
tion /acceleration pro-
grammes, joint open in-
novation programmes
with other nations and
incentivising key pro-
grammes for startups
and corporates.

Indian enterprises
and startups are in-
creasingly leveraging
external knowledge and
ecosystem for their in-
novation management
strategies said the new
report by the National
Association of Software
and Services Companies
(NASSCOM) in partner-
ship with Aventeum
Advisors. “Innovation is
one of the key factors
defining the growth tra-
jectory for India’s tech-

nology sector and open
innovation models are
rapidly emerging as a
source of innovation
and rapid solutioning,”
it said. A growing roster
of stakeholders is in-
cluding open innovation
programmes in their
agenda, and various
open innovation models
are fuelling this need for
cross-industry collabo-
ration both for business
growth and to maintain
a competitive edge.

The report highlight-
ed that a vibrant collab-
oration model built by
corporates, academia,
investors and associa-
tions is gradually shap-
ing the open innovation
ecosystem in India.

With over 500 collabo-
ration programmes,

open innovation in
India, though nascent,
has been increasingly
adopted by stakeholders
as one of the successful
ways of collaboration.
More than 80 pro-
grammes have been set
up by large Indian en-
terprises and global
multinational compa-
nies, and over 360 by ac-
ademic institutions. At
the same time, investors
and government agen-
cies are actively setting
up incubators, accelera-
tors and partner pro-
grammes to drive open
innovation in the coun-
try. Over 55 such pro-
grammes have been set
up by individual in-
vestors or a group of in-
vestors, the Nasscom re-
port said.

Open innovation models in tech driving rapid
solutioning, business growth: Nasscom report

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

Adani Group, which
missed the date for the
launch of an open offer to
buy an additional 26 per
cent stake in NDTV, on
Wednesday said it is com-
mitted to completing the
process and has asked
SEBI to provide comments
on its draft open offer letter.
The conglomerate, run by
India’s richest man
Gautam Adani, in August
acquired a little-known
company that lent over Rs
400 crore to NDTV’s
founders more than a
decade ago in exchange for
warrants that allowed the
company to acquire a stake
of 29.18 per cent in the
news group at any time.
Post that, Vishvapradhan
Commercial Pvt Ltd
(VCPL) - the firm that
Adani group bought out -
announced that it would on
October 17 launch an open
offer to buy an additional

26 per cent stake from mi-
nority shareholdres of
NDTV. In a stock exchange
filing, Adani Enterprises
Ltd said VCPL has urged
SEBI “to provide its obser-
vations on the Draft Letter
of Offer filed in relation to
the Open Offer, in accor-
dance with the SEBI
(SAST) Regulations.”
VCPL along with AMG
Media Networks and
Adani Enterprises Ltd had
proposed to acquire an ad-
ditional 26 per cent or 1.67
crore equity shares at an
offer price of Rs 294 per
share.

NDTV shares closed at
Rs 332.90 apiece on the BSE
on Wednesday, a 13 per cent
premium to open offer
price of Rs 294 per share.
“The decision to acquire
NDTV was arrived at in
furtherance of the Adani
Group’s objective to set up
a credible next generation
media platform with em-
phasis on digital and

broadcast segments, and
that NDTV is a suitable
broadcast and digital plat-
form to deliver on this vi-
sion,” the filing said. The
open offer was supposed to
launch on October 17, as
per the advertisement by
JM Financial, the firm
which is managing it on be-
half of Adani.

“While the Underlying
Transaction has not been
consummated due to the
stance being taken by
RRPR (the promoter of
NDTV), VCPL is commit-
ted to its vision and in-
tends to proceed with the
open offer in accordance
with the provisions of the
SEBI (Substantial
Acquisition of Shares and
Takeover) Regulations,
2011 (SEBI (SAST)
Regulations), which re-
quire that the Open Offer
be completed regardless of
whether the Underlying
Transaction has been con-
summated”.

Adani says committed to open offer for NDTV

New Delhi, Oct 20: 

Steel prices fell about 40
per cent to Rs 57,000 a
tonne in the domestic
market over the last six
months on subdued ex-
port orders in the wake of
the 15 per cent export
levy, according to
SteelMint.

In early 2022, the prices
of hot rolled coil (HRC)
started showing an up-
ward trend. It had become
a matter of concern for
the user industries as
movements in steel prices
have a direct impact on
industries like real estate
and housing, infrastruc-
ture and construction, au-
tomobile and consumer
goods. The steel prices in
the domestic market
peaked at Rs 78,800 per

tonne in April. After 18
per cent GST levy, the
price was about Rs 93,000
per tonne, the research
firm said. The prices
started to fall from April-
end and came down to Rs
60,200 per tonne towards
the end of June, accord-
ing to SteelMint data. It
continued to fall in July
and August and came
down to Rs 57,000 per
tonne by mid-September.

SteelMint cited “gov-
ernment tax on steel
products, subdued over-
seas demand and high in-
flation and energy costs”
as the reasons for the fall
in steel prices. All prices
are excluding 18 per cent
GST. On the outlook, it
said domestic HRC prices
to remain range-bound in
the next quarter.

Steel prices fall 40 pc 
in last six months to 

Rs 57,000/ton: SteelMint
Helsinki, Oct 20:

Wireless and fixed-net-
work equipment maker
Nokia reported substan-
tially improved third-
quarter profits and higher
sales on Thursday on the
back of strong demand for
5G technology from opera-
tors.

The company, based in
Espoo, Finland, reported
net profit of 551 million
euros (USD 539 million) for
the July-September peri-
od, up 19 per cent from 463
million euros a year earli-
er. Net income attributable
to shareholders was up 21
per cent at 550 million
euros from 454 million
euros a year earlier.
Nokia’s reported sales
were up 16 per cent to 6.2
billion euros.C

CEO Pekka Lundmark
said the company’s third-
quarter performance
demonstrates we are deliv-
ering on our ambition to
accelerate growth. As we
start to look beyond 2022,
we recognise the increas-
ing macro and geopolitical
uncertainty within which
we operate, Lundmark
said in a statement. While
it could have an impact on
some of our customers’ ...
spending, we currently ex-
pect growth on a constant
currency basis in our ad-
dressable markets in 2023.

Nokia is one of the
world’s main suppliers of
5G the latest generation of
broadband technology
along with Sweden’s
Ericsson, China’s Huawei
and South Korea’s
Samsung.

Nokia sees improved
3Q profit, sales on

strong demand for 5G

Bengaluru, Oct 20: 

Xiaomi India, coun-
try’s No.1 smartphone
brand, today announced
its collaboration with
Bharti Airtel, to bring
the finest ‘5G Plus’ net-
work in the hands of
Xiaomi and Redmi
smartphone users. As a
part of this strategic col-
laboration,customers
can experience seamless
video calling, lag free
gaming on the cloud and
blazing fast data upload
and downloads on all
Xiaomi and Redmi 5G
models across categories.
To enjoy ultrafast Airtel
5G Plus connectivity, cus-
tomers just need to goto
network settings and
change their preferred

network to Airtel 5G.
At a time when the

quality of digital experi-
ences matters the most, it
is integral that devices
and internet speeds are
fast and reliable. Over
the course of two years,
Xiaomi India in collabo-
ration with Airtel has
conducted meticulous
testing on its devices to
ensure a seamless transi-
tion for its consumers,
straight out of the box.
Through these trials, the
companies have priori-
tised performance and
stability under severe
circumstances to yield
the best possible out-
comes.

Commenting on the
announcement, Anuj
Sharma – Chief

Marketing Officer,
Xiaomi India,
said,”Xiaomi India has
always played an instru-
mental role in democra-
tizing technology for the
masses, thereby future-
proofing the needs of our
consumers. Our entire
5G smartphone portfolio
enables our consumers to
access 5G services across
India.

Xiaomi’s ability to
offer best-in-class tech-
nology in partnership
with Airtel, will allow
our consumers to be at
the forefront of 5G revo-
lution in India. With high
speeds, superior reliabili-
ty, and negligible latency,
5G services will expand
the mobile ecosystem
into new realms.”

Xiaomi India partners with Airtel
for a seamless 5G experience 

Amazon Fresh to 

prepare for a glorious

festive meal 
BBeennggaalluurruu,,  OOcctt  2200:: Get your
festive needs delivered at your
doorstep and enjoy great deals
and offers on a vast selection
of everyday essentials, fresh
fruits, and vegetables, pooja
essentials, festive gift packs
and much more from Amazon
Fresh during the Amazon Great
Indian Festival. Be it a tradi-
tional regional recipe or mod-
ern-day snacking essentials,
Amazon Fresh hasgot you cov-
ered to make this festive sea-
son special.  Customers can
enjoy up to 50% off and deals
as low as Rs 5. They can also
shop for pooja essentials, gift-
ing selections, combo offers
and more delivered to their
doorstep. For Prime customers,
Amazon Fresh will continue to
enjoy free shipping on all
orders above Rs 249 and above
with an additional INR 300
cashback on the first order
with a minimum order value of
Rs 1000.  

Mumbai, Oct 20: 

HCL founder Shiv
Nadar topped as the most
generous person in the
country with an annual
donation of Rs 1,161 crore,
the EdelGive Hurun India
Philanthropy List 2022 re-
vealed on Thursday.
Nadar, 77, has reclaimed
the ‘India’s most generous’
title with a donation of Rs
3 crore per day, according
to the report. Wipro’s
Azim Premji, 77, slipped to
the second position with
an annual donation of Rs
484 crore after ruling at
the top position for the last
two consecutive years, it
said.

India’s richest man
Gautam Adani, 60, ranked
seventh in Edelgive Hurun
India Philanthropy List
2022, with a donation of Rs

190 crore. The report fur-
ther revealed that in India
a total of 15 individuals
made an annual donation
of over Rs 100 crore, 20 do-
nated over Rs 50 crore and
43 over Rs 20 crore. A M
Naik, 80, group chairman
of Larsen and Toubro,
who donated Rs 142 crore,
is the country’s most gen-
erous professional manag-
er, the report stated. It fur-
ther said that Nithin
Kamath and Nikhil

Kamath of Zerodha in-
creased their donation by
300 per cent to Rs 100 crore.
With donations of Rs 213
crore each, Subroto
Bagchi and N S
Parthasarathy, co-
founders of Mindtree,
stormed into the top 10 of
the Edelgive Hurun India
Philanthropy List 2022.
Ranked as the 12th most
generous Indian, Quess
Corp chairman Ajit Isaac
debuted in the list with a
donation of Rs 105 crore to
the Indian Institute of
Science (IISC), Bengaluru.
Rakesh Gangwal, co-pro-
moter of Indigo Airlines,
also debuted in Edelgive
Hurun India Philanthropy
List 2022 with Rs 100 crore
personal donation to the
School of Medical
Sciences and Technology
at IIT, Kanpur.

HCL’s Shiv Nadar most generous; Premji slips to
2nd position: Hurun India Philanthropy List 2022

Paris Hilton shows
up in Mumbai, all
set to promote
her fragrance

Jet-setting international
socialite, Paris Hilton, who

was most recently in the news
after her interview with
Meghan Markle on the
Archetype podcast of the
Duchess of Sussex, landed in
Mumbai on Wednesday
evening sporting track pants.
She is in Mumbai to promote
her fragrance, Ruby Rush,
along with the international
'Spiritual House' DJ, yoga
guru and 'Heartfulness
Meditation' trainer, Pierre
Ravan. Upon landing in
Mumbai, Hilton was seen
happily clicking selfies with
fans who recognised her and
instantly mobbed her. She wore a
black velvet zipper jacket with
matching track pants. The outfit
had heart-shaped embroidery on
the sleeve. Hilton completed the
look with black sunglasses and a
trendy cap. The hotel heiress is
making her first official appear-
ance on Thursday at the Phoenix
Palladium mall in Mumbai, where
she has promised that apart
from enjoying her company, her
potential customers, who will
get a signed bottle of her fra-
grance, will be able to
groove to DJ Ravan's
music.

ACROSS

1. Eyes

6. Onionlike veggie

10. EMT's word

14. Forest clearing

15. Persia, today

16. Large brass instrument

17. Musical show

18. Urgent

19. Very many (2 wds.)

20. Make into law

21. Picky

23. Eureka!

25. Less green

26. Made a difference

31. Defunct USAF branch

32. Lily species

33. Plaid

35. Swiss mountain

38. Compass pt.

39. Leading lady

40. Compete

41. Distress signal

42. Mr. Schwarzenegger

43. Not all

44. Meddle

45. Private

47. Consent

50. Mar. follower

51. School friend

56. Ascended

60. Clue

61. "____ sesame!"

62. Opponent

63. Brink

64. Requisite

65. Prophets

66. Gentle animal

67. Upper limbs

68. ____ Banks of baseball

DOWN

1. Folklore monster

2. Narrow valley

3. Fluid rock

4. Teach

5. Boil

6. Jar tops

7. Albany's canal

8. Nobleman's title

9. Leg hinge

10. ____ electricity

11. Holland export

12. Higher than

13. Starchy tuber (sl.)

22. Long-legged bird

24. Blood vessel

26. Catholic service
27. Plus
28. Little piggies
29. Merit
30. Sag
31. ____ Day O'Connor
34. Flooring square
35. Stratford-on-____
36. Peru's capital
37. Fruit skin
39. Rabbits' kin
43. More regretful
44. Annoy
46. Thinly distributed
47. Was sore
48. Move smoothly
49. Kitchen appliance
52. Leonardo's "____ Lisa"
53. Mimic
54. Be abundant
55. Conclusions
57. Cookie cooker
58. Eastern garment
59. Other than
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Your optimism will be inspiring today,
Aquarius. You will find that your light-
hearted approach is perfectly suited to
taking care of any issue that arises. Toss
a few jokes into the mix and remind
other people that it isn't necessary to
take things so seriously. The sun is shin-
ing as you proudly parade down the
street with your head held high.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There should be no doubt in your mind
about which way to proceed, Pisces. Don't
let self-doubt sneak into the picture. Your
mind is sensitive and alert, so trust it. Take
the lead when you feel confident about a
situation. Make sure to eat plenty of pro-
tein-rich foods. They'll help stabilize and
bring you another step closer to the real-
ization of your dreams.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You could be the one everyone runs to for
advice today, Aries. You're the one with all
the answers who can easily pull the rabbit
out of a hat. Trust your judgment and
intellectual know-how. Feel free to push
yourself to the limit. If you go too far, you
can always take a step back. If you never
drive all the way to the boundaries, you
will never know how far you can go.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may get frustrated when you find that
people aren't as sensitive to a situation as
you want them to be, Taurus. While you're
looking to make a strong connection with
someone, almost wanting to take posses-
sion of his or her feelings, that person, in
turn, is trying to pull back. People are apt
to gravitate toward rational facts rather
than intense, smothering emotions.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A small spark in a dry field is apt to
whip the hill into flames, Gemini. A
raging wildfire may be underway by
the end of the day. Know that you're
one of the biggest perpetrators, but
don't feel badly about it. Fire is
destructive but also necessary. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Put on some lively music you can dance to
and really kick up your heels, Cancer. It's
time to put away the sour mood and have
fun. You will find that the more you
engage in intellectual discussions with
people today, the more you will get
warmed up to the idea that life should be
fun, not the pain and stress you some-
times make it out to be.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

This is a tremendously expansive time for
you, Leo, and there is very little that will
stop your momentum once you get going.
Your eyes are alive with a spark that says
that you're ready to take on the world.
Believe this about yourself and others will
believe in you. There is a great deal of luck
on your side today, so take a gamble in a
certain part of your life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This is a good time to put things in writing,
Virgo. Your gift with words is apt to shine
today as you write a proposal, email, or love
poem. You're able to communicate very well
when you put your sensitive emotions aside
and concentrate on what you think instead
of what you feel. Expand your influence by
focusing on those things that require a more
cerebral approach.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The day's energy is apt to be lively, making
it much easier to get the things done that
you need to do, Libra. You will find people
are more than eager to help you. The trick
is to integrate your leadership abilities
with the knowledge available from other
people. You will create a winning combina-
tion of power and strength to put to use in
just about any realm of your life.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Obstacles that you have ignored are
suddenly starting to expand beyond
reasonable proportions, Scorpio. Be
careful of what you say as a result,
because your words could spread like
wildfire. This is no laughing matter.
Difficulties in your world are likely to
crop up, and you will find your ego
threatened. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a terrific day for you, Sagittarius,
and you will glow brightly from head to
toe as you radiate your true inner self to
the world. You will find profound joy in
the simplest, most ordinary circum-
stances. If you run out of things to say,
feel free to whistle a tune. This isn't like-
ly to happen today, since you will over-
flow with things to talk about.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Tap into the boisterous, lighthearted
mood of the day instead of getting bogged
down with heavy emotions, Capricorn.
This is a good time to engage your mind
rather than let your heart take control. Be
aware of the expansive nature of the day
that allows you to think clearly without
getting bothered by emotions. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Iswarya
Menon talks
about body
shaming,
staying fit
on her own
terms

A
ctress Iswarya Menon,
one of the Tamil cine-
ma's rising stars, has

opened up about how she was
body-shamed as a child for
being fat and how she shut up
her critics by emerging as an
actress who is admired as
much for her thespian skills as
she is for her fitness.
Taking to Instagram, Iswarya
wrote, "I wanna put out my
personal story here, rather
than putting some random
caption or quotes...
"My journey with fitness has
been very personal. I used to
be really fat as a kid. Back in
school, I was constantly
ridiculed and identified as the
'girl who is fat and looks round
like a maida ball' and many
horribly mean things'.
"People used to always make
fun of me, laugh at me. It
always annoyed me, because I
didn't want to be identified,
recognised like that.
"In modern terms right now,
we call it bullying. But back
then, I used to be super naive
and innocent and I have never
reacted to it. I used to always
smile and go away.
"But in my head, I told myself
no! I am not going to be identi-
fied as 'fat'. That's when
things changed and that's how
my fitness journey started. I
started working out from the
age of 16.
"I took every ridicule as con-
structive criticism and worked
out so hard ever since. Tried
every stupid diet on the planet
to become thin!

A
c t r e s s - s i n g e r
Shruti Haasan,
who is in Greece

for a professional commit-
ment, is making the most
of her days off.

The actress has been
exploring the beautiful
country and has been
sharing the picturesque
sights with her followers
on social media.

The actress said,
"Getting to know a place
is a beautiful thing."

Shruti loves travelling
and has often shared
snapshots of exotic desti-
nations. Greece is one of
the most beautiful coun-
tries in the world and
Shruti is thoroughly en-
joying the travels, the cul-
ture and the food.

On the professional
front, Shruti has her
hands full with 'Salaar',

'Chiru 154' and NBK 107
opposite Prabhas,
Chiranjeevi and

Nandamuri Balakrishna
respectively apart from a
few other projects that are

to be announced soon.
Commenting on her up-

coming projects, Shruti
says, "I'm really really ex-
cited to be a part of these
projects because of the
characters I'm playing
and the people I'm work-
ing with.

"Also, it is special be-
cause it is my third collab-
oration with Gopichand
Malineni. I loved
Prashant sir's work in
'KGF' and I think he really
creates a special world
that you get a grand feel-
ing as an audience and
actor. "I'm having the best
time of my life working
on these films as both the
characters (in Salaar and
NBK107) are so different
from each other."

In Greece for work, Shruti Haasan explores sights

T
amil actress Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
also mother to a

six-month old baby, on
Wednesday said that
motherhood was the
most challenging and re-
warding job she'll ever
have.

Taking to Instagram,
the actress, in a touching
post to her son, wrote, "I
can't believe how fast the
past six months have
gone by or the profound
change that has taken
place in my life.

"I've gone from a scared
young woman holding a
wriggling mass on her
chest and wondering how
she was going to care for
it to now fulfilling
mommy duties and learn-
ing as I go along.

"Of course, balancing
full time work and ensur-
ing I never compromise
on my time, attention,
love, nurturing care for
you- is extremely chal-
lenging, I wouldn't want
it any other way and I

never imagined enjoying,
so much, these fleeting
moments of babydom!

"You now roll on the
floor, swinging left to
right, tummy and back -
it seemed to happen
overnight. You've had
your first cold, first bump
on the head, first time in
the pool, the ocean and
you've started tasting
foods. "Your dad and I
joke that you'll be going
off to college next week
because time is advanc-

ing so quickly. You've left
the helpless newborn you
were such a short time
ago, behind already!

"I'm in awe of how you
take in each little mo-
ment of life and often
overwhelmed at the great
responsibility God has
blessed me with, being
your mother! It's as they
say, the most challenging
and rewarding job I'll
ever have. Happy half
way to 1, my love, my
baby Neil."

Motherhood is most challenging and
rewarding, says Kajal Aggarwal

D
iwali brings renewed hope and
happiness. It symbolises the victo-
ry of light over darkness, good

over evil, and knowledge over ignorance.
&TV actors Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa), Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) share their
Diwali plans with excitement to make the
festival extra special.

Shubhangi Atre, who essays Angoori
Bhabi in &TV show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “In recent years, I have believed
in celebrating a green and eco-friendly
Diwali. I prefer using earthen lamps in-
stead of using artificial lights for decora-
tion. The lighting of the earthen lamp
and diyas made of cow dung looks tradi-
tional and beautiful, and I also prefer
using flowers and organic colours instead
of using chemical colours for rangoli dec-
oration. Every Diwali I make various
sweets at home, and one of my daughter’s
favourites is dry fruit kheer. Also, on
every Laxmi puja, I call my mother in the
morning and note down pointers on how
and on which mahurat I should do Laxmi
puja etc. I pray for everyone’s happiness
and wish everyone a fun-filled Diwali.”

Yogesh Tripathi, who plays Daroga
Happu Singh in &TV show Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares, “I intend to spend
the entire day with my lovely wife and
kids. This is the first Diwali for my new-

born daughter, and I am going all out to
make the event memorable. I have bought
some amazing clothes for her and have
planned to decorate the house in the most
traditional way with diyas, rangoli, and
lamps. A few close friends and family
members will also be joining us for din-
ner to share our happiness this Diwali.
So, I, along with my wife Sapna, decided
to make a delectable menu including pa-
neer ki sabzi, aloo ki puri, gujiya, and
pulav. I hail from Uttar Pradesh and this
festival holds great importance. Our en-
tire family gathers under one roof to cele-
brate it together.

Actors share happiness
to make Diwali special!

D
iwali, the festival of lights,
is celebrated every year to
mark the victory of good

over evil, and knowledge over ig-
norance. The day is celebrated
enthusiastically across the globe
with much galore. Families and
loved ones gather, dress up, deco-
rate their homes, exchange gifts
and make the best out of the day.
On the auspicious occasion of
Diwali, Sony Entertainment
Television artists are all set for
the festival of lights and share
their plans, and memories and
convey their heartwarming
wishes.

Aetashaa Sansgiri aka
Ahilyabai of Punyashlok
Ahilyabai shares, “Diwali is one
of my favourite festival and I ea-
gerly wait for it every year as
along with lights and it also
brings in a reunion of families
and friends. As a kid, I have been

really fond of sweets and eagerly
used to wait for Diwali as it gave
me a chance to happily indulge in
sweets. As a ritual, my mother
used to make faral every Diwali
and she still makes them and
they taste absolutely lovely. I love
the tradition of rangoli and I love
decorating my house with

lanterns and Diyas but I don’t
support bursting firecrackers as
it results in a lot of pollution and
the same goes for this year as
well. I wish everyone a Happy
and a safe Diwali.”

Rajshree Thakur who plays
the role of Pallavi in Appnapan
says “Diwali, is one of the
biggest festivals symbolizing the
victory of light over darkness.
This auspicious occasion is also
one of my favourite festivals
that brings the entire family to-
gether. Every year I celebrate
with my family and close ones.
Right from my childhood days
we have been having Lakshmi
puja at our place, post that we
light up the house with diyas
and fairy lights. And now both
my daughter and I put out the
rangoli, she loves to burst fire-
crackers, though we get her
ones that are noise free. Thus,

here's wishing everyone a very
happy and safe Diwali, may
your lives be filled with love,
light and happiness.”

Abhinav Kapoor aka Vikrant
of Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2
says, “For me, Diwali is all
about togetherness, positivity
and happiness. During this sea-
son, visiting friends for Diwali
parties is like full of excitement.
Since my childhood, doing pooja
with the family and then gorg-
ing on all the yummy sweets has
been a tradition. This time, I
have handpicked special gifts
from my loved ones and plan to
give them a surprise on the day
of Diwali. I will be celebrating a
cracker-free Diwali and would
want everyone to follow the
same. This Diwali I request all
my fans to have a happy, safe
and environment-friendly
Diwali. Happy Diwali!”

Sony TV artists share their special memory of Diwali
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Shaheen and Lockie can spell doom for batters
New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Wahab Riaz's
extraordinary over
to Shane Watson at
the Adelaide Oval
during the 2015
ODI World Cup will
forever remain
etched in the memo-
ry of those who were
fortunate to witness
raw aggression at its
best. The famous
punch line "Pace is
Pace Yaar" was born
after Wahab's over
and its loose English
translation would
mean real pace is
real deal. As we
move towards the
main round of T20
World Cup at the
business end of the
Australian winter,
pace will rule the
roost although on
slightly slower
tracks, fuller lengths
will be equally
important. While
spinners are expect-
ed to play a key role

on the Australian
tracks despite the
soggy weather, those
with scary pace will
provide an x-factor
as there would still
be enough bounce.
The PTI looks at five
bowlers, who have
the ability to make a
difference for their
respective teams.
With no Jasprit
Bumrah in the
Indian line-up, the
Men In Blue' are
missing a trick. And
despite Mohammed
Shami' brilliance in
the warm-up game
against Australia on
the other day in
Brisbane, the bowl-
ing unit doesn't
inspire much confi-
dence. Hence in the
list, there are no
Indian bowlers
although their abili-
ty is unquestionable
and on their day,
they could certainly
get the best out.

He is the
Crown

Prince' of world
cricket's speed merchants. He is
coming back from a serious knee
injury but the manner in which he

got Afghanistan's flashy opener
Rahmanullah Gurbaaz leg before

showed that he has picked up from
where he left before his injury. There was

literally no rustiness as the yorker landed flush
on the left toe of Gurbaz, who couldn't even bring his bat down.
Irfan Pathan would always tell anyone who would like to listen, if
a left-arm seamer is getting the back into the right hander, it's
bad news for the batter. Shaheen had finished the last World T20
contest against India in his very first spell. There will be pace and
at that pace, he will get to swing the ball. India have three right-
handers in top three and all are world class players. But even then
Shaheen will start the contest as the favourite to win the battle.

Josh
Hazlewood is

the unsung hero
of this Australian

cricket team. While Pat Cummins
and Mitchell Starc are bonafide
stars in their own rights but
Hazlewood's discipline gives Aaron
Finch's team the cutting edge that

separates them from the pack. He
may not be as fast as his contempo-

raries but deceptively quick enough to
create trouble. Also hitting the immacu-

late Test match length and probing batters on
that off-stump channel with a touch extra bounce and just enough
lateral movement, Hazlewood is any batter's nightmare. An econ-
omy rate of 7.62 in the 37 games in the slam bang version is more
than good enough but more importantly 53 wickets with four four
wicket hauls is phenomenal.

Shaheen
Shah Afridi
(Pakistan)

Just one little piece of infor-
mation is enough to send
shivers down any batter's
spine. Less than a month ago,
Mark Wood clocked 156 kmph
(nearly 97 miles per hour) on

a placid deck at the
National Stadium in

Karachi. When Mark
Wood bowls, there
would be batters,
who would be
happy to survive

without a broken
bone. If any pace

bowler in world cricket
other than Bumrah, who can
take pitch out of the equa-
tion, it is Wood. His pace is
frightening and ask Haider

Ali, who fended awkwardly
in that game trying to avoid
a broken nose when a sharp

bouncer climbed up on him
viciously. If the flip side to
Wood's pace is his high econ-
omy rate (above 8.37), the
positive side is his strike rate
of getting wickets every 14
deliveries. While a ramp shot
off his bowling can go for six
but Wood will always keep
the third man in business. For
some other bowlers, it might
fall short but in case of Wood
there would always be a
chance of a catch the bound-
ary ropes. For England skip-
per Jos Buttler, as long as
Wood gets him two top-order
wickets per game, he won't
mind him conceding 35 to 38
runs in his quota of overs.

Mark
Wood

(England) He is
one bowler

who is perhaps
born to play T20 cricket. He has
everything copious amounts of
sustained aggression, extreme
pace and enough variations to be

effective on any surface. He has fast
low, full-toss and one needs extreme

explosive power to get under that ball
and tonk it over. Eight out of 10 times, the

batter won't be able to get away as the extra
pace does the trick. His yorker is mean and Ferguson bowls a
pretty lethal bouncer too. In fact, he has variations in his short
balls and if need be, he uses slow cutters to good effect. An econ-
omy rate of 6.84 in 21 T20Is is absolutely brilliant. One of his
strengths is adaptability and one saw that during Gujarat Titans'
IPL triumph in which he played a major role on flat decks across
Indian centres.

Lockie
Ferguson (New

Zealand)

By the
time Rashid

Khan is done
with his career, he will break all the
T20 bowling records, whether in
franchise cricket in which he is one
of the MVP's or international cricket

for Afghanistan. That he has played
for 20 plus teams in shortest formats

(T20 and T10) shows how desperately
teams want him. The 118 wickets that he

has taken from 71 games, at an economy rate of
less than 6.5, is mind boggling. While many teams are trying to play
him as an off-spinner, letting his stock delivery to come in, the crafty
Afghan of late has varied his pace a lot. He is consciously at times
trying to be slower through the air and let the ball hang and then dip
on occasions. Rashid played for new franchise Gujarat Titans this
season and despite batters trying to play his quota of overs out, he
still managed 19 wickets. At the national level, at times, the inexperi-
ence of his bowling unit does take a toll on Rashid but he is still
Afghanistan's One Man Army' destined for greatness. 

Rashid
Khan

(Afghanistan)

Josh
Hazlewood
(Australia)

Geelong, Oct 20 (PTI):

Kusal Mendis stood tall
with a gritty 79 as Asian
champions Sri Lanka
bounced back from their
early debacle to seal their
Super 12 berth with a 16-
run win over the
Netherlands in the T20
World Cup here on
Thursday.

Despite the loss, the
Dutch joined the Lankans
in the Super 12 with UAE
handing them a huge
favour by winning against
Namibia in the group A fi-
nale here later in the day.
This was UAE's first ever
victory in the T20 World
Cup.

Facing an early elimina-
tion after being shocked by
Namibia in the T20 World
Cup opener at the same
venue on Sunday, Sri Lanka
first crushed UAE by 79
runs and then on Thursday
they come out on top
against the Dutch to post a
stiff 162 for six with wicket-
keeper-batter Mendis lead-
ing the show in his 44-ball
knock. In reply, the Dutch,
who led group A with wins
over Namibia and UAE,

managed 146 for 9 as the
Lankan spin twins
Wanindu Hasaranga (4-0-28-
3) and Maheesh
Theekshana (4-0-32-2)
stymied their chase with
perfect death over execu-
tion. For the Dutch, opener
Max O'Dowd came up with
a valiant 71 not out from 53
balls (6x4, 3x6) but he lacked
the final flourish with hard-
ly any support from the
middle and lower order bat-
ters.

Sri Lanka join England,
Australia, New Zealand and
Afghanistan in Group 1
while Netherlands move to
Group 2 comprising India,
Pakistan, South Africa and

Bangladesh. 2014 champi-
ons Sri Lanka, who were
fresh from winning the
Asia Cup in UAE, faced a
difficult road in the T20
showpiece after being stum-
bled by Namibia in the
opening match.

Since then, the Lankans
came back strongly to
crush UAE to lift their NRR
but only to face injury woes
to star seamer Dushmantha
Chameera (torn calf),
Pramod Madushan (ham-
string) and Danushka
Gunathilaka (hamstring).

But the Shanaka-led side
showed amazing resilience
in the match that mattered
most with opener Mendis

leading the way.
Opting to bat, Sri Lanka

had a slow and cautious
start and lost Pathum
Nissanka (14 off 21b) and
Dhananjaya de Silva (0) off
successive deliveries right
after the power-play.

Paul van Meekeren (2/25)
impressed with his raw
pace and hostility, while
spinners Tim Pringle (3-0-
22-0) and Roelof van der
Merwe (3-0-16-0) were at
their tidy best.

The Dutch had complete
control early on as the
Lankans struggled to get
going in the middle overs
and it seemed Sri Lanka
won't get past that 140-run
mark but Mendis had other
ideas.

He smashed five fours
and five sixes and went on
to equal his career best
score before getting out in
the second ball of the final
over as the Dutch bowling
fell apart in the death.

Thanks to Mendis' show,
Sri Lanka scored 102 off the
last 10 overs to set up a stiff
chase for the Dutch.

In reply, Theekshana
gave the first breakthrough,
removing Vikramjit Singh
inside the fourth over, while
Lahiru Kumara (1/28) dis-
missed Bas de Leede (14) in-
side the powerplay.

Clinical Sri Lanka seal
Super 12 berth

̈ Netherlands qualify
too despite loss

Madrid, Oct 20 (AP):

Karim Benzema and ref-
eree Jesus Gil Manzano
looked at each other and
started to laugh. The Ballon
d'Or winner couldn't bear
seeing another one of his
goals being disallowed. He
had already found the net
twice, but neither had
counted because of offside.

That third one did,
though, and Madrid defeat-
ed Elche 3-0 on Wednesday
to increase its Spanish
league lead after defeating
Barcelona in the first "clasi-
co" of the season on Sunday.

Madrid opened a six-
point lead over its Catalan
rival, which will host sev-
enth-place Villarreal on
Thursday. It was the ninth
win in 10 matches for the de-
fending champions. Madrid

remains the only unbeaten
team in the league.

Earlier, the start of the
match between Real
Sociedad and Mallorca was
delayed for about 15 min-
utes after a Sociedad fan fell
ill in the stands and later
died. Benzema, who on
Monday won the Ballon
d'Or award for best player of
the year, had his goals disal-
lowed for offside in the sixth
and 61st minutes. He also
caused a David Alaba goal
to be called off for being off-
side in the 26th. All calls
came after video review.

Benzema's goal from in-
side the area in the 75th
after a back-heel assist by
Rodrygo counted, though,
and the French striker
could laugh about it after
Manzano finally confirmed
the goal.

Ballon d’Or winner Benzema
scores as Madrid beats Elche 3-0

Real
Madrid's
French 
forward
Karim
Benzema
gestures
after 
scoring a
goal that 
was later
annulled 
during the
Spanish
league 
football
match
between
Elche CF and
Real Madrid
CF at the
Martinez
Valero 
stadium in
Elche .

Dhaka, Oct 20 (PTI):

India will tour
Bangladesh for the first
time since 2015 for three
ODIs and two Tests begin-
ning December 4, the
country's cricket board
(BCB) announced here on
Thursday. Dhaka's Mirpur
Stadium will host all the
three ODIs on December 4,
7 and 10 and the series will
then move to Chattogram
for the first Test from
December 14 to 18.

The teams will be back
in Dhaka for the second
and final Test from
December 22 to 26,
Bangladesh Cricket Board
president Nazmul Hassan
said in a statement. "The
Bangladesh-India matches
in recent history have
given us some epic con-
tests and fans from both
countries are eagerly wait-
ing for another memo-
rable series," Hassan said.
"I thank the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India for working closely
with the BCB in confirm-
ing the schedule. We look
forward to welcoming the
Indian team to
Bangladesh," he added.

The two-match series
will have crucial World
Test Championship points
at stake. Last edition's run-
ners-up India are current-
ly placed fourth in the
standings.

Bengaluru, Oct 20 (PTI):

Having lost the title nar-
rowly last time, Indian
men's junior hockey team
will be keen to reclaim the
Sultan of Johor Cup
which is returning after
three years following the
COVID-19 pandemic, said
skipper Uttam Singh.

The two-time former
champions squandered a
1-0 lead to go down 1-2 to
Great Britain and settle
for a silver medal in 2019.

"We have held several
discussions at the training
camp and we are confident
that we have enough talent
in our squad to win the
title," the Indian Colts
skipper said before leaving

for Kuala Lumpur late on
Wednesday. The CR
Kumar-coached side will
open their campaign
against hosts Malaysia at
Johor Bahru on October
22. They will also be up
against South Africa
(October 23), Japan
(October 25), Australia
(October 26) and defending
champions Great Britain
(October 28). The top two
teams will face off in the
summit clash on October
29. "Our team is excited to
compete against some of
the strong teams that will
be participating in the
contest. It will be a good
chance for us to test our
squad and to grow as a
unit," Singh said.

The tournament is re-
turning after three years
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. India had won the
tournament in 2013 and
2014, while finishing run-
ners-up four times in the
past. "We will not take any
team lightly and play as
per the situation in the
match. We will have to at-
tack well when in posses-
sion but also be ready to
defend in an instant,"
Singh concluded.

The Indian skipper
played the Junior World
Cup at home in 2021 where
they finished fourth, going
down to France. He also
has debuted for the senior
side at the Asia Cup earli-
er this year.

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI):

Former champions
India have improved dras-
tically over the last two
decades and possess the
"courage and determina-
tion" to go all the way at
the upcoming World Cup,
feels Charles Cornelius, a
member of the 1973 edi-
tion silver medal winning
team.

India are set to host the
men's hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

"The Indian team has
drastically improved over
the past couple of decades
...Today, the Indian team is
beating all top teams and
giving them a tough time.
This team is well prepared
and extremely confident

about their skills,"
Cornelius told Hockey
India's Flashback Series -
World Cup Special.

"Hockey has come along
in a very good way in
India. I have to appreciate
the players and the
Coaches who have trained
them. Today, these young
players have courage and
determination to win."

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallists India, who are
currently world No. 5 in
the FIH rankings, are
clubbed alongside
England (6), Spain (8) and
World Cup debutants
Wales (16) in pool D.

"They have the courage,
the quality, the determina-
tion to reach the Semi-
Finals, after which any of
the four teams can win, as
a lot depends on luck. But I
am confident that this

Indian team have the
tenacity to go all the way
through and win the tro-
phy once again."

India have won just
three medals (bronze in
the inaugural, silver in
1973 and gold in 1975) at
the World Cup since the
event's inception in 1971.

Former India goalkeep-
er Cornelius, who is also a
winner of the bronze
medal in the 1971 World
Cup, feels a few changes in
rules that have improved
the quality of the sport
and the players.

"Back in the day, only 11
players used to play and
substitutions were called
in only when someone was
injured. Today, players
keep coming out after 10
minutes, after playing
with full energy and giv-
ing their all on the turf.

Melbourne, Oct 20 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's immense experi-
ence helps in dealing with
pressure situation, says star
batter Rishabh Pant, who is
hoping to rekindle his batting
partnership with the former
skipper when India takes on
Pakistan in the T20 World Cup
on Sunday.
"He (Kohli) can actually teach
you how to go through situa-
tions, which might help you in
your cricket journey going for-
ward, so it is nice batting with
him as always," Pant was
quoted as saying by the T20
World Cup site.
"It's good to have someone
with a lot of experience bat-
ting with you because he can
take you through how to take
the game on and how to main-
tain that run-a-ball pressure
kind of thing."

India to tour
Bangladesh for
three ODIs, two

Tests in December

We’ve enough talent to reclaim
Johor Cup: Skipper Singh

Kohli can teach
you how to go

through pressure
situations: Pant

India have everything they need
to win World Cup: Cornelius

Karnal, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Currently out on parole,
Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh for the past a few
days has been holding on-
line discourses, which have
been attended by BJP lead-
ers from Haryana. His pa-
role has once again coincid-
ed with some polls in the re-
gion, the third such in-
stance in the current year.
Haryana will be witnessing
panchayat elections and
the bypolls to the Adampur
Assembly seat next month.

The dera chief, who is
serving a 20-year jail for

raping his two disciples,
had earlier come out of
prison on a month-long pa-
role in June, ahead of the
elections to 46 municipali-
ties in Haryana.

He was granted three
weeks furlough from
February 7, barely two
weeks before the Punjab
Assembly elections. The
Sirsa dera has a large num-
ber of followers in
Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
The 55-year-old Sirsa dera
chief is holding online "sat-
sangs" from the dera's
Barnawa ashram in UP's
Bagphat.

Afghan refugees craft new life
selling handmade products

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Building a new life in
India, the women Afghan
refugees living in the na-
tional capital have estab-
lished a full-time career
making handmade prod-
ucts and teaching handi-
craft to other refugee
women. Farida Khair
Khwa, 46, an Afghan
refugee who arrived in
India in 2016, teaches art
and craft to at least 60
refugee women and asylum
seekers, free of cost in
South Delhi's Jangpura.

"I teach art and craft to at
least 60 women refugees as
well as Asylum-seekers free
of cost. The shop is situated

near Samman Bazar in
Bhogal," Farida told PTI.
The training school for art
and crafts was started by
Farida and two of her
friends in April, aiming to
help the young refugee
women in India. "We start-
ed this business 6 months
ago. We make earrings, key
chains, handbags, purses,
coasters, traditional
clothes, and food as well.
Farida, who has always
been keen about art and
crafts, said that she had a
longstanding desire to own
a business. "I always want-
ed to start a business of my
own in Afghanistan, but I
chose to focus on my family
because my children were

very young," she told PTI.
"After moving to India, I
was looking for a job and
gradually started talking
about the idea to my
refugee friends, who were
equally interested," she
said. Farida and her
friends received help from
'Silaiwaali' -- a social enter-
prise in New Delhi which
up-cycles waste fabric gen-
erated by clothing manu-
facturers for refugees to
make handicraft items. She
said that the social enter-
prise not only helped them
with materials, but also
taught them how to adver-
tise their products and paid
them a monthly salary of
Rs 5,000 for five months.

Maha govt to fill up 75,000
non-MPSC vacancies

Mumbai, Oct 20 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Thursday de-
cided to fill up vacancies
for 75,000 posts which fall
outside the purview of the
Maharashtra Public
Service Commission
(MPSC), an official release
said here.

A cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde also decid-
ed to set up a Niti Aayog-
like body to advise the
state government, the
CMO statement said.

TCS and IBPS will con-
duct examinations for re-

cruitment of 75,000 class-B,
class-C and class-D non-
gazetted employees, the
cabinet decided. In another
decision, the cabinet ap-
proved a proposal to set up
the `Maharashtra
Institution for
Transformation' on the
lines of the Niti Aayog to
provide guidance to the
state government on policy.

The government also
decided to set up 2,800 self-
help groups for women
from minority communi-
ties in Marathwada,
Vidarbha and North
Maharashtra. As many as
1,500 women will be pro-

vided skilled development
training under this initia-
tive. The cabinet approved
a proposal to waive crop
loans of a total of Rs
964.15 crore taken by farm-
ers from land develop-
ment banks. The assets
and properties of land de-
velopment banks will be
transferred to the state
government, the release
said.

To improve farmers' in-
come, the government will
provide funds to the
M a h a r a s h t r a
Agribusiness Network
(MAGNET) as grants. The
cabinet also decided to

withdraw police cases reg-
istered in the course of po-
litical and social agita-
tions till June 30, 2022.

Penalty and interest will
be waived for vehicle own-
ers who scrap their old ve-
hicles voluntarily. The de-
cision is expected to help
resolve the issue of old ve-
hicles clogging the roads,
the CMO release said.

The government also
announced a telecommu-
nications infrastructure
policy to facilitate the roll-
out of 5G technology. It
will apply to both under-
ground and over-ground
optical fiber cables.
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Artists perform to welcome United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres at Modhera airport, Thursday.
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Set up Niti Aayog-like body

Mistry slams Tharoor over allegations
of ‘irregularities’ in Cong prez poll

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 

Congress's central elec-
tion authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry on
Thursday accused Shashi
Tharoor's team of having
two faces -- one for the
party's poll body and one
for the media -- and rejected
allegations of irregulari-
ties during the just-con-
cluded AICC presidential
poll, sources said.

In his response to Team
Tharoor's letter in which
"extremely serious irregu-
larities" were flagged in the
conduct of the election in
Uttar Pradesh, Mistry said
the poll body satisfied the
candidate on every com-

plaint but despite that he
raised all those points in
the media before bringing
them to "our notice". "I am
sorry to say that you had
one face before me which
communicated that you're
satisfied with all our an-
swers and action and differ-
ent face in the media which
made all these allegations
against us," Mistry said in
his letter to Tharoor's chief
election agent Salman Soz,
according to sources. The
campaign team of Tharoor,
who lost the party's presi-
dential polls to Mallikarjun
Kharge, had written to
Mistry, flagging "extremely
serious irregularities" in
the conduct of the election

in Uttar Pradesh. Besides
demanding that all votes
from Uttar Pradesh be
deemed invalid, Tharoor's
campaign team had also
separately raised "serious
issues" in the conduct of
the election in Punjab and
Telangana. In his letter to
Mistry, Soz had said the
facts are "damning" and the
election process in Uttar
Pradesh is "devoid of credi-
bility and integrity". In his
response to Team Tharoor,
Mistry said, "You say in
your letter that 'we kept
quiet in the party's interest
and we saw unjust and un-
fair treatment that prevent-
ed us from operating on a
level playing field'.

Out on parole, Sirsa dera chief
holds online discourses
Some BJP leaders in attendance


