
Burnt alive 
JJaaiippuurr:: Two children were
burnt alive after a
thatched house caught
fire in Pushkar town of
Rajasthan's Ajmer district
on Wednesday, police
said. The incident took
place in Chawandia vil-
lage where four children
were inside a thatched
house and their both par-
ents had gone out for
work, they said.

Seized 
NNeeeemmuucchh:: Police have
seized 14.5 kilogram of
smack worth about Rs 15
crore from a car in
Madhya Pradesh's
Neemuch district and
arrested an alleged drug
trafficker, an official said
on Wednesday. The con-
traband was brought from
Assam and was being
taken to Rajasthan,
Neemuch district
Superintendent of Police
Suraj Kumar Verma said.

BRIEF

SP President Akhilesh Yadav
arrives to perform rituals for

immersion of his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav's ashes at Sangam, 

in Prayagraj, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Wednesday elected
Mallikarjun Kharge as its
president, the first non-
Gandhi to head the party
in 24 years at a time the
137-year-old party is strug-
gling to reverse its slide in
the country's electoral pol-
itics.

A staunch Gandhi fami-
ly loyalist from
Karnataka, the 80-year-old
leader defeated Shashi
Tharoor in an electoral
contest by bagging nearly
84 per cent of votes in the
party presidential elec-
tion.

Kharge got 7,897 votes
and Tharoor 1,072 votes,
while 416 votes were de-
clared invalid, Congress'
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry said at a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here.

Addressing a press con-
ference after his victory
Kharge said, "no one is big
or small, all have to work
together as 'karyakartas'
to strengthen
Congress...We have to fight
together against fascist
forces who are attacking
democracy and
Constitution."

Kharge said he will for-
mally take charge on
October 26.

Though a late entrant in
the Congress' internal
elections, held to choose

Sonia Gandhi's successor,
Kharge's victory was al-
most certain as he was
considered a 'family-ap-

proved' candidate. The last
non-Gandhi Congress
president was Sitaram
Kesri, who was unceremo-

niously removed in 1998
just after two years into
his five-year term. While
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said the
president was the
"supreme authority" and
would decide on the way
forward for the party, it will
be a challenge for Kharge
to send a clear message
that he is the one in the
driving seat and not a
proxy of the Gandhis.

Kharge's election also
comes at a time the party is
reeling under internal
rumblings and high-profile
exits after a series of elec-
toral debacles and has been
reduced to a shadow of its
former formidable self.

Mumbai, Oct 19 (PTI): 

United Nations
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres on Wednesday
said fighting terrorism
must be a global priority,
adding no cause can justify
terrorism of any kind.

Speaking after paying
floral tributes to martyrs of
the 26/11 terror attacks in
Mumbai at Taj hotel,
Guterres said people need
to recognise the diversity
and richness of cultures to
stay together. "Fighting ter-
rorism should be the global
priority of every country,"
said Guterres. "Terrorism
is absolute evil and has no

place in today's world. No
cause and no incident can
justify terrorism,"
Guterres said.

"One of my first acts
after becoming Secretary
General was to establish an
office for counter-terror-
ism to cooperate, guide and

prepare countries in the
fight against terrorism," he
said. "This office is fighting
against the roots of violent
extremism. Be it religion
or ethnicity or beliefs, no
reason can justify violent
extremism," he said.
Describing the 26/11 terror
attacks as one of the most
barbaric acts of terrorism
in history, Guterres said
the 166 victims of the at-
tacks are "heroes of our
world". "I want to express
my deepest condolences to
the family and friends and
to the people of India and
also those from other parts
of the world who lost their
lives," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) has is-
sued a notice to Ghaziabad
police in connection with
the brutal gang-rape of a
38-year-old woman recent-
ly, with the panel chief
saying the attack remind-
ed her of the Nirbhaya
case. The woman, a resi-
dent of Delhi, was found
"wrapped in a jute bag,
with her hands and legs
tied and an iron rod insert-
ed in her private part," the
DCW said.

According to the panel,
the woman was waiting
for an auto-rickshaw in
Ghaziabad to attend her
brother's birthday celebra-
tion on October 16 when
four men kidnapped her in
an SUV. They, along with

another man, allegedly
gang-raped and tortured
her for two days, it said.

The woman is being
treated at a hospital in
Delhi, but is in a "very crit-
ical condition", it said.

The notice has been is-
sued to Ghaziabad Senior
Superintendent of Police
seeking an action taken re-
port and a copy of the FIR
along with details of ar-
rests made.

DCW chief Swati
Maliwal said, "The inci-
dent is very horrific and
disturbing. It reminds me
of the Nirbhaya case. All
accused must be arrested
immediately and strict ac-
tion taken against them. I
fail to understand how
long women and children
be subjected to such ex-
treme brutality." 

Kharge elected as Cong prez
̈ First non-Gandhi 

in 24 yrs

Newly elected Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being 
greeted by supporters at his residence, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Kharge got 7,897 votes and Tharoor 1,072 votes, while 416 votes
were declared invalid, Congress' central election authority
chairman Madhusudan Mistry said at a press conference at the
AICC headquarters here.

Addressing a press conference after his victory Kharge said,
"no one is big or small, all have to work together as 'karyakar-
tas' to strengthen Congress...We have to fight together against
fascist forces who are attacking democracy and Constitution."
Kharge said he will formally take charge on October 26.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on Wednesday
congratulated Mallikarjun Kharge on being elected as president
of the Congress, extolling his political skills and experience.
State Congress chief Mohan Markam met Kharge in Delhi and
congratulated him. "Congratulations and best wishes to Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge ji, who is the signature and institution of the
combined experience of political acumen, organizational expe-
rience and parliamentary system, on being elected the presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress," Baghel tweeted in Hindi.
"We all party workers are ready to strengthen the country and
party under your leadership," he added.

Poll equations

‘Will work together, need to fight fascist forces’

Baghel congratulates Kharge

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greeted Congress
leader Mallikarjun Kharge
on his election as party
president on Wednesday
and wished him a fruitful
tenure. "My best wishes to
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge Ji
for his new responsibility as
President of @INCIndia.
May he have a fruitful
tenure ahead," Modi tweet-
ed. Kharge was elected
Congress president, defeat-
ing Shashi Tharoor in an
electoral contest, the sixth
in the party's 137-year-old
history. The Karnataka
leader will formally take
over as the party's president
on October 26. He will be
the first party president
from outside the Gandhi
family in 24 years.

Modi wishes Kharge
‘fruitful tenure’ 

Woman gang-raped, DCW
issues notice to police Jammu, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF)
chief Yasin Malik, who is
lodged in Delhi's Tihar
Jail in a terror financing
case, on Wednesday ap-
peared in a special court
here through Video confer-
encing in connection with
the 1990 killing of four Air
Force personnel person-
nel. The special Terrorist
and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act court has
now issued the production
warrant to the CBI for
cross-examining witness-
es in the case on October
23. "Malik appeared
through virtual mode.
Malik is the main accused
among 10 accused in the
case," Senior advocate S K
Bhat, who appeared on be-
half of the prosecution,
said.

‘Fighting terrorism must be global priority’

Yasin Malik appears
in special court

Antonio Guterres

Alice Samuel

BBhhiillaaii::  Padmanabhpur resi-
dent Alice Samuel left for
heavenly abode on October
16. She breathed last at
Coimbatore. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out from
her residence situated at
MIG 415, Padmanabhpur on
October 20 around 10:30 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Christian Cemetery. She
was the mother of Shobha
Thomas and Smita John and
mother-in-law of Johnson
Thomas and Shibu John.

OBITUARY
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1199:: A meeting of the
Mayor in Council of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation was organ-
ised on Wednesday under the
chair of Mayor Neeraj Pal and in
the presence of Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas and
Additional Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi. In the meeting, the MiC
approved many important works
and discussed many important
topics to be carried out. 

It was decided to build  air-con-
ditioned bus stops in the areas
under BMC which will be fully
equipped. For this, the corporation
will only give space to the private
agency and the agency will do all
the work in lieu of putting up ad-
vertisement boards etc. The place
is being selected giving priority to
the site along the National
Highway. The construction of an
air-conditioned bus stop will also
get rid of illegal occupation, while
the passers-by will not have to

sweat during the hot summer
days. 

The Mayor has given instruc-
tions to the officials to select the
site soon so that people can get
the benefit of it in the coming
days. The next most important
task will be in the direction of
roads. Smart roads will be con-
structed in Bhilai. For this, smart
roads will be made at 10 places,
the specialty of these roads will be
road marking and installation of
cat eyes, beautiful and attractive
plants, rope lights and reflective
boards. 

10 major roads of BSP have
been selected for making smart

roads. The MiC has already given
approval for the beautification of
all the main roads of area other
than the township. Due to the in-
terest of the Mayor, development
work is being done prominently in
both the areas divided by the rail-
way track. Along with this, a grand
dome shed will be constructed at
Hudco's Dussehra ground and de-
velopment work will be done in
the ground. Chainlink fencing, toi-
lets, grass and high mask lights
will be installed in this ground of
HUDCO. This will change the pic-
ture of HUDCO sector. 

This ground of HUDCO is visible
as soon as one enters, now this

ground will soon be rejuvenated
and the ground will be seen in a
different form, which will benefit
the residents of Bhilai and the
local residents. MIC has also given
approval for construction of toilets
in Ward No 48, Zone No. 3, along
with it, offer rates will be invited
from interested persons for the
operation/management and main-
tenance of Mangal Bhawan locat-
ed in Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Nagar, Ward No 51 of Shivaji
Nagar area. 

The Mayor's council has unani-
mously given green signal for the
Chainlink fencing work to secure the
vacant land in front of the PDS build-
ing in ward no 5. Siju Anthony,
Laxmipati Raju, Sandeep Nirankari,
Ekansh Banchore, Saket
Chandrakar, Malti Thakur, Keshav
Choubey, Aditya Singh, Meera
Banjare, Rita Singh Gera, Lal Chand
Verma, Chandrashekhar Gawai and
Mannan Ghaffar Khan were present
in the important meeting. 
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1199:: For the conven-
ience of the citizens, Corporator
Vashisht Narayan Mishra is
going to open a Janta Clinic on
the auspicious occasion of
Deepawali at Janta Office,
Sector-1. IGP (Durg Range)
Badrinarayan Meena released
the poster of Janta Clinic on
Wednesday. 

Corporator Vashisht Narayan
Mishra and former Corporator
Lalit Mohan informed that the
concept of Janta Clinic has been
introduced to provide free treat-
ment to the public. This clinic
will be run in collaboration with
renowned hospitals of the city.
With the support of Shri
Shankaracharya Hospital
Junwani, Paediatricians and
Ophthalmologists will be pres-
ent at Janta Clinic on every
Friday and Saturday from 9 to
11 am; Surgery and

Dermatologists from 11:00 hrs
to 13:00 hrs; General Physicians
and Orthopedics 13:00 hrs to
15:00 hrs; Gynecology and ENT
specialists during 15:00 hrs to
17:00 hrs.  Dr Neeraj, Dr Tilesh
Khusro, Dr Afsana Qureshi will
render their services on the first
Thursday of the month in asso-
ciation with Sparsh Hospital
Ramnagar. Apart from this, Dr R
Pipersania and Dr Jai Tiwari will
be available from 12:00 hrs to
13:00 hrs on Sundays, Dr
Mainak Dev Sikdar

(Psychiatrist) will be available
from 12:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs on
Sundays. Apart from this, den-
tist Dr Savita Kabadwal will also
provide her services.
Welcoming the initiative of
Janta Clinic, IG Meena, in the
brief program of poster release,
expressed hope that the public
would get the best medical fa-
cilities. Manish Dubey, Sonal
Sharma and others were pres-
ent. Necessary medicines will
be given to the patients in the
Janta Clinic.
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Bhilai, Oct 19: BA (Part-1)
students Rukhsar Ali
(Sahiba), Jyoti Prajapati
(Neha) and D Anusha of
Dev Sanskriti College of
Education and Technology
(DSCET) brought laurels to
the college by winning gold
medals in the 72nd Junior
national West Zone
Basketball Championship
held at Bhilwara in
Rajasthan.

Sports i/c of the college,
Afreen informed that the
students worked hard to
achieve success in the field
of sports. The college fra-
ternity always encouraged
and supported them in
their venture.

College Director Jyoti
Sharma extended best
wishes to the students on
this achievement and moti-

vated them to continue
working hard with dedica-
tion and commitment. She
further assured monetary

assistance to them. All the
teachers and students of
the college have greeted
them on this achievement.
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Bhilai, Oct 19: PG
Department of Botany or-
ganised a talk on
Horticultural Practices
on October 17, 2022 with
an objective to spread
how we can grow fruit
and vegetable crops at our
home and get a pesticide
free product and also the
students were promoted
to get their earnings by
the proper use of
Horticultural practices.

The Resource Person of
the programme was
Mukesh Kumar Wasnik,
Senior Horticulture
Development Officer,
Government Horticulture
Nursery Ruabandha,
Durg CG. He gave various
important points regard-
ing the art of cultivating
plants in gardens to pro-

duce food and medicinal
ingredients and empha-
sized on the importance
of grafting in various
areas like in producing
dwarf and disease resist-
ant varieties. He encour-
aged the students for tak-
ing a balanced diet which
is necessary for providing
the body with essential
nutrition and to avoid fast
foods.

Convenor of GE
Foundation Pradeep
Pillai also attended the
programme and felicitat-
ed 18 volunteers of M Sc
Botany who helped in
successfully conducting
the cultural Programme
"Abhivyakti ki Udaan" in
which specially abled stu-
dents from eight schools
participated which was
conducted on September
18, 2022 in the auditorium

of Bhilai Nair Samajam
School Sector 8.

Dr MG Roymon
Principal of St Thomas
College felicitated
Mukesh Kumar Wasnik
and Pradeep Pillai by pre-

senting a memento as a
token of gratitude and
also shared his view re-
garding the importance of
Horticultural Practices
and emphasized on culti-
vating vegetable and fruit

plants and motivated the
students to use the land of
the college botanical gar-
den for cultivating the
plants and earn the
money for their needs.

He also congratulated
the volunteers for their
participation in various
programmes conducted
by GE Foundation.
Administrator Fr Joshi
Varghese also encour-
aged the students for
maximum utilization of
the various techniques
mentioned in the talk and
congratulated the volun-
teers.

Dr Jyoti Bakshi, Head
of PG Department of
Botany gave vote of
thanks. The programme
was successfully conduct-
ed by Dr Suruchi Parkhi,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany.

Topworth agrees to provide 
wage hike and bonus

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: The agita-
tion of workers of
Topworth Steel and Power
Private Limited, Rasmada,
ended on the second day
after receiving written as-
surance from the manage-
ment regarding wage hike
and bonus. HMS leader HS
Mishra informed that the
workers and labourers of
Topworth have integrated
themselves under the ban-
ner of a registered trade
union.

They had launched agi-
tation on October 18 press-
ing a charter of demands.
The agitation continued
on October 19 also and fi-
nally around 16:00 hrs, the
management agreed to
provide a uniform salary

hike of Rs 6000 to all the
workers.

A copy of this salary
hike order was handed
over to the Union's Patron

HS Mishra in presence of
the agitating workers. The
management further as-
sured to provide a bonus to
all the workers. All the

workers expressed grati-
tude towards the manage-
ment and shared their
happiness by distributing
sweets.

Union Minister of Civil Aviation &
Steel & MoS for Rural Development &

Steel visit SAIL Corporate Office
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19:
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Union Minister of Civil
Aviation and Steel and
Faggan Singh Kulaste,
Minister of State for
Rural Development and
Steel visited the
Corporate Office of Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) at Lodi
Road New Delhi on
Wednesday.

The ministers were ac-
companied by senior offi-
cers from the Ministry of
Steel. They were wel-
comed by Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL and
other Directors of the
Company informed a
press communique from

the local unit of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant.

This visit of both the
ministers to the
Corporate Office of the

Maharatna Company
SAIL was in the back-
drop of "Special
Campaign 2.0" recently
launched on October 02,

2022 by the Government
on India.

Under the "Special
Campaign 2.0", activities
relating to Cleanliness,
Review & Simplification
of Rules & Procedures,
Review of Record
Management system,
productive use of space
and disposal of waste
materials, Enhancing
Work Place experience
are being undertaken at
all Steel Plants and Units
of SAIL.

During their interac-
tion, Ministers appreciat-
ed the cleanliness drive
undertaken by SAIL and
urged the employees to
maintain cleanliness at
all times in all spheres as
a way of life.

SAIL employees to get
Rs 40500 bonus

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: The em-
ployees of various units
of SAIL will get Rs 40500
as bonus this year.
Meetings of SAIL man-
agement and core group
union leaders were held
on September 19,
September 24, October
10 and October 18 at New
Delhi to deliberate and
finalize the annual pay-
ment to be made under
SAIL Performance
Incentive Scheme to
non-executive employ-
ees for the year 2022-23.

After detailed deliber-
ations and subsequent to
internal consultations
amongst workers repre-
sentatives and keeping
in view the all over im-
provement in perform-
ance and saleable steel

production fulfilment, it
was decided to increase
the payment to be made
by Rs 7000. Accordingly,
it was agreed that an
amount of Rs 28000
would be paid to all the
non-executives at plants
/ units before diwali as
ex gratia / bonus.

Further, one time
amount of Rs 12500 will
be paid for the splendid
performance of SAIL in
2021- 22 out of which
25% may be paid now
and remaining 75% will
be paid before 31st
March 2023 or on finali-
sation of the scheme
whichever is earlier.

As regards the non ex-
ecutive trainees at all
plants units, they would
be paid Rs 26000 as
bonus amount the non
executive trainees would

be paid rupees 7000 for
splendid performance of
SAIL in 2021- 22 out of
which 25% will be paid
now and 75% will be
paid before 31st March
2023. Workers represen-
tatives representing the
trade unions jointly
agreed for the payment
to be made to non-execu-
tives of the respective
plant /unit.

Dr G Sanjeeva Reddy
and BN Chaubey from
INTUC; Lalitmohan
Mishra and Biwarup
Bandopadhyaya from
CITU; D Adinarayan and
Ramashray Prasad
Singh from AITUC;
Sanjay S Vadhavkar and
Rajendra Singh from
HMS, DK Pandey and
Ranjay Kumar from
BMS were present in the
meeting.

BMS demands immediate payment
of bonus to contract workers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: Under the
leadership of BMS con-
tract cell in-charge
Harishankar Chaturvedi,
a delegation of BMS visit-
ed the Industrial Relations
Department and submit-
ted a memorandum to the
General Manager of IR de-
partment. They stated that
the contract workers
working in Bhilai Steel
Plant have demanded
bonus payment before
Diwali.

Thousands of contract
labourers work in Bhilai
Steel Plant and play a vital
role in the steel produc-
tion. The union leaders al-
leged that the contract
workers are being exploit-
ed by the contractors.
They further said that an
order has been issued by

the plant management to
pay the bonus to the con-
tract workers. T

he union has received
several complaints from
the contract workers that
the contractors are ne-
glecting the BSP's order
and have not made the

payment of bonus. They
further complained that
the contractors provide
very less amount than the
actual bonus.

The union demanded
from the IR department to
ensure that all the con-
tract workers get the actu-

al payment of bonus be-
fore Diwali through their
respective departmental
heads. Hari Shankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda
Gupta, Vashisth Verma,
Surendra Chauhan, Anil
Singh, Sudip Sengupta
and others were present.
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Dulki Mines 
creates new
record in iron

ore production
Bhilai, Oct 19: Dulki
Iron Ore Mine of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has set the best
Day record ever by
maintaining the pro-
duction flow.

Dulki Mines created
the best Day iron ore
production record by
producing 1619.18
Tons of iron ore on
October 18, 2022. This
record surpassed the
previous best Day
record of 1468.43 Tons,
set on September 27,
2022.

Director-in-charge
of Bhilai Steel Plant
Anirban Dasgupta and
Executive Director
(Mines) Tapan
Sutradhar congratu-
lated the mines frater-
nity for this record
achievement.

St Thomas College organises 
talk on Horticultural Practices

DSCET students win 
gold in Basketball

IGP releases the poster of Janta Clinic
Specialist doctors will provide services free of cost

BMC MiC for air-conditioned bus
stops at major points in city
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‘DIYAS HIGH ON DEMAND’

With few days to go for festival of lights, the demand for ‘diyas’ and other related decorative items is high these days.

Raipur, Oct 19: 

Tribal MPs, MLAs and
ministers of the Congress
in Chhattisgarh will do-
nate one month’s salary to-
wards legal expenses of
the case related to reserva-
tion for the community, a
party leader said on
Tuesday.

The Chhattisgarh High
Court last month set aside
the state government’s
2012 decision to increase
reservations in govern-
ment jobs and educational
institutions to 58 per cent.

Reservations exceeding
the 50 per cent ceiling
were unconstitutional, the
court held.

The HC’s decision re-
sulted in a reduction in the
quota for the tribal com-
munities — which account
for 32 per cent of the
state’s population — to 20
per cent from 32 per cent.

In view of the resent-
ment it caused, tribal lead-
ers of Congress including
ministers, MLAs and MPs
held a meeting with the
heads of various tribal
groups here on Tuesday to
discuss the further course
of action, said party MLA
Brihaspati Singh.

A strategy was devised
to fight a legal battle
against the decision, he
told PTI. Two tribal
groups are going to file ap-
peal against the HC’s deci-
sion in the Supreme Court
and they have also asked
the Chhattisgarh Sarva
Adivasi Samaj to approach
the Apex court, he said.

“Tribal ministers,
MLAs and MPs of the
state Congress have decid-
ed to donate their one
month’s salary towards
legal expenses. If any-
thing else is required, we
will make arrangement

jointly,” said Singh, who
represents the Scheduled
T r i b e s - r e s e r v e d
Ramanujganj seat.

At the meeting, a core
committee of 21 persons,
comprising 11 tribal law-
makers from Congress
and ten leaders of tribal
communities, was consti-
tuted to oversee the legal
battle.

Besides, a `study team’
of 11 persons, including
six ministers, MLAs and
MPs, has been formed,
Singh said. It will visit
states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Jharkhand
where reservation is above
50 percent and make rec-
ommendations to the state
government, he added.

A separate study team of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will also visit the
states where quota ex-
ceeds the 50 per cent ceil-
ing, said Singh. “We will

not only fight for the inter-
ests of tribals but also for
Scheduled Castes, Other
Backward Classes and the
economically weaker sec-
tion,” the MLA said.

Senior tribal leader and
excise minister Kawasi
Lakhma, also present at
the meeting, told reporters
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had as-
sured that appropriate
steps will be taken for
restoring 32 per cent reser-
vations for tribals.

“The CM has assured us
that a special session of
the Assembly will be held
in this regard,” the minis-
ter said.

The state government’s
data collection exercise
through the Chhattisgarh
Quantifiable Data
Commission (CGQDC) is
in its final stages and data
collected by it will help in
the legal battle, he added.

Congress’ tribal MLAs to donate
month’s salary for legal expenses 

Of reservation case

Cleanliness 
campaign by NSO

Raipur office today
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199::  National
Statistics Office (NSO), along
with  Statistics Programme
Implementation Ministry , GoI,
Raipur will be organizing ‘clean-
liness campaign’ at Mahadev
Ghat Mandir and nearby the
banks of river Kharun on Oct 20
at 11:30 am. In this programme
the Dy.DG NSO Raipuir
Roshanlal Sahu and other offi-
cers and employees of the
department will take part. It is
notable here that in a special
campaign 2.0, for solving the
pending cases by the GoI, has
been launched all over India
and under this works related to
sorting out pending cases,
cleanliness in the offices,
record digitalization, scrap dis-
posal, compliance of responsi-
bilities and others are included.
The above Ministry has selected
72 offices from all over the
country and in which NSO
Raipur office is one of them.

Raipur, Oct 19: In the on-
going drive against illicit
liquor and drugs in the
state, the Azad Chowk
Police team managed to
nab six accused with
banned cough syrups and
psychotropic drugs and
tablets worth lakhs from
their possession and
adding to which the cost of
one car, Bullet and
Avenger vehicle, the
amount shot-upto Rs 20
lakh. A case under section
22 (B) and (C) of Narcotics
Act has been filed against
all six and matter taken
into investigation. As per

reports in this regard, the
Azad Chow Police got tip
from an informer accused
are roaming with banned
cough syrups and drugs
and managed to nab six ac-
cused viz. Kiyajuddin
Khan alias Vickky, J
Bhaskar Rao, Ravindra
Goyal, Mukesh Kumar
Sahu, Moh. Hasan, and

Sahil Hasan, all resident of
Raipur. The police seized
1,57,400 pieces of banned
tablet ‘Spasmo’ and 41,720
pieces of banned
Alprazolam tablet. Along
with this the two-wheelers
an i-10 car bearing No. CG-
03KJ-8707; Bullet bearing
No. CG 04 LR- 3438 and
Avenger vehicle bearing
No. CG 04-MC-3316.

The arrested accused
disclosed that they have
obtained it from Akash
Vishwakarma R/o
Jabalpur (MP) and based
upon which a team of po-
lice from Azad Chowk
thana comprising from
Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit were sent to Jabalpur
and they were able to nab
him on finding location
along with Jabalpur po-
lice.

Main accused in supply 
of banned tablets arrested

 From Jabalpur
 Along with 

six other accused
nabbed in Raipur

Raipur, Oct 19:

On unification of eco-
nomic crop insurance por-
tals under PM Crop
Insurance Scheme
through ‘Digital Land-
Record Database
(Bhuiyan) was done in
record time in
Chhattisgarh and for this
achievement the
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Ministry GoI has
presented Chhattisgarh
with the best award. It is
notable here that the 8th
national convention is
being held in Kocchi of
Kerala on Oct 19-20 and on

the first day of the conven-
tion, Chhattisgarh was
presented with the Best
Award. This award has
been given to Chhattisgarh
for successfully carrying
out entry of Digital Land-
Record Database
(Bhuiyan) in limited time
for unification of National
Crop Insurance Portal
under PM Crop Insurance
Scheme. The Special
Secretary and Director
Agriculture Chhattisgarh
Dr Ayyaz Fakir Tamoboli
and Joint Director
Agriculture Directorate of
Agriculture BK Mishra re-

ceived the award. It is no-
table here that with  unifi-
cation of National Crop
Insurance Portal (NCIP)
through Digital Land
record Database
(Bhuiyan), all the land re-
lated details of the farmers
could be entered into NCIP
only after verification
from Bhuiyan portal. This
will provide correct infor-
mation about Kh. No, land
area and correct village to
the farmers and would en-
sure crop insurance claim
and payment procedure in
easier and transparent
manner.

Ch’garh presented with national award
 For successful 

digitalization of
land-records 
under NCIP
through Bhuiyan

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has declared
Diwali gift to all the power
company employees and made
a declaration to pay bonus
amount upto Rs 11000 to all the
regular, contractual employees
of the Company. This will bene-
fit more than 16000 employees
of Power Company.

Chief Minister has directed
the officers of Chhattisgarh
State Power Company (CSPC)
to issue orders in this regard at
the earliest and the HRD is
expected to issue by evening
hours.

The power company employ-
ees receiving upto Rs 21000 as
basic salary and DA as monthly
wages till last year will be eligi-
ble for the bonus and to all the
officers and employees, in
order to maintain efficiency in

their works, bonus of Rs 11000
will be paid. This will impose
burden of Rs 17 crore on the
Power Companies. 

As per Bonus Act 2005, the
employer can pay bonus direct-
ly to only regular and contrac-
tual employees and in other
words, the employees or daily
wagers are to be paid bonus by
the contractor who has
appointed them.

There are many employees
working as daily wagers or as
an outsourcing work by the
Power Company. To ensure
that they all get happiness dur-
ing Diwali, CM Bhupesh Baghel
has issued special instructions
to the power company employ-
ees in this regard to ensure
that the employees working as
part of outsourcing or those on
daily wages should also be paid
bonus before Diwali by the con-
tractor who has employed
them.

CM declare bonus as gift
for Power Co employees

 Employee to get
bonus upto Rs 11000

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 19: Gearing
up for the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
polls scheduled to be held
next year, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday held discus-
sion over Micro
Management in all the 90-
Legislative Assembly seg-
ments.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Arun Sao
presided over the meeting

of Divisional and District
in-charges during which
several prominent leaders
including the Leader of
Opposition in Assembly
Narayan Chandel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh as well as organiza-
tional leaders Ajay
Jamwal and Pawan Sai
were also present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, BJP chief Sao
stressed on the need for
measures to strengthen
the Organization at Booth

level and advocated for a
co-ordinated efforts which
he claimed would ensure
victory of the party in
next polls. Giving his
views on election strategy,
he said that the office-
bearers should establish
dialogue with the benefici-
aries of various central
government schemes as
well as to make extensive
tours to various Assembly
segments. He also asked
them to establish direct
contact with the people en-

trusted with the responsi-
bility of Booth and Sakti
Kendras.

Reviewing the prepara-
tions, he said that mini-
mum visits to Legislative
Assembly segments every
month should be ensured
to remain in direct contact
with people.

BJP General
Secretaries Kedar
Kashyap, Vijay Sharma
and OP Chaudhary were
also present on the occa-
sion.

BJP starts discussion on Micro Management at booth level
Office-bearers chalk out strategy to strengthen Organization

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199::  All the officers
and employees of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat have
now been trained for Life
Saving measures from Heart
Attack after they have com-
pleted two-day training pro-
gramme by the experts includ-
ing Professor Dr Jaya Lalwani
from Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru
Medical College here. A press
communique issued from
Chhattisgarh Legislative

Assembly stated that team
comprising four-members
from officials and employees
were imparted training
through a demo after the
Power Point Presentation at
Central Hall. Officers have
been trained as a volunteer to
meet out against any emer-
gency.

Assembly Secretary Dinesh
Sharma said that the above
training camp was organized
in accordance to the directives
from the Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant.

Assembly officials trained to
deal with Heart attack situation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 19:
Sagar Ghatge from

Raipur defeated Rajiv
Sahu with the score of 4-3
to win the Men’ title in the
20th Stag Chhattisgarh
State Table Tennis tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) at Sapre School

based TT Hall here on
Wednesday. Similarly,
Surbhi Harsh Sahu defeat-
ed Ananya Dubey from
Bilaspur with the score of
4-2 to win the Women’ title
whereas Dikshant Kumar
Jangade from Bilaspur
won the Hopes Under 11
title defeating Arav Jain
from Durg with the score
of 3-1 and Samaya Pandey
from Raipur defeated
Lavanya Pandey from

Raipur by 3-1 to clinch the
title in Girls category here.

RMC Alderman and vet-
eran TT player CS Thakur
was chief guest of the
prize distribution ceremo-
ny whereas Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Veteran TT
Committee Pradeep
Janwade presided over the
function, informs a press
release issued here by
CTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade.

Sagar wins Men’ title 
in Chh’garh TT championship

Raipur, Oct 19: A meeting
of the selection committee
for conferring “Late
Ramanuj Pratap Singhdeo
Smriti Shram Yashasvi
Puraskar” was held at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan), Nava Raipur
here on Wednesday under
the chairmanship of
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria. This
award is given by the state
government for innovative
efforts and outstanding
work in the field of labour
and productivity enhance-
ment. The selected person
or organisation will be fe-
licitated with Late
Ramanuj Pratap Singhdeo
Smriti Shram Yashasvi
Award by giving Rs 2 lakh
and a citation on the occa-
sion of Rajyotsava on
November 01. It is note-
worthy that the selection

of the person or institu-
tion for the award is done
on the basis of many crite-
ria.

It is taken care by the se-
lection committee that
special effective measures
have been taken by the in-
dustrial organisation in
the direction of safety and
health of the workers, as a
result of which no serious
accident has occurred.
Along with this, wide pub-
licity has been given to the

safety rules, due to which
the name of the state has
become proud in the
labour world. Along with
this, for the selection, com-
mendable work and re-
markable contribution in
the field of industrial safe-
ty and health including its
conscientiousness, punc-
tuality, reduction in pro-
duction cost, energy sav-
ing, contribution in main-
taining cordial industrial
relations are taken into

consideration. In the meet-
ing, Secretary, Labour
Department, Mr. Amrit
Kumar Khalkho, non-offi-
cial members Mr.
Ghanshyam Manhar (em-
ployer organization repre-
sentative), Mr. Rajesh
Dhurandhar (labour or-
ganization representative)
and representatives of fi-
nance department as well
as senior officers of labor
department were present
in the meeting.

Meeting of selection committee for
‘Labour Achievement Award’ concludes

Raipur, Oct 19: A one-day
camp was organised at the
yoga practice center oper-
ated in Botanical Garden,
Sector 27, Sector 27, to
teach the benefits and var-
ious apsects of Kriya Yoga
and meditation to the peo-
ple. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Gyanesh
Sharma attended the pro-
gram as the chief guest.

In the camp, Swami Shri
Yogi Satyam Maharaj,
who came from Prayagraj,
gave a lecture about the
physical and mental bene-
fits of Kriya Yoga, provid-
ing important information
to the yoga seekers and
common people. Speaking
on the occasion, Gyanesh

Sharma said that yoga is
promoted by organising
yoga camps, due to which
common people come to
know about the benefits of
yoga.

This brings awareness
among the people. Yoga
makes the body and mind
pure and healthy and it
builds a good personality.
A large number of digni-
taries including yoga
lovers, officers of the Yoga
Commission were present
in the camp.

Kriya Yoga and 
meditation camp organised
 In Yoga 

practice center of
Nava Raipur
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Chandrapur, Oct 19:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday
chaired a review meeting
of district-level officials of
Sakti district and Dabhra
block in Chandrapur rest
house complex.

“There is a lot of enthu-
siasm among the residents
with the creation of this
new district. Besides, they
have high expectations as
well. For this all the offi-
cers should work efficient-
ly to strengthen the trust
of people in government
and local administration”,
said Chief Minister.

He directed the officials
concerned to ensure
prompt implementation of
the announcements made
yesterday during ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

Besides, he said that no
person should be deprived
of the availing benefit of
the government schemes
due to non-update of rev-
enue records. He directed
the officers to do the work
of rectification of revenue
records including transfer,
payment, and partition on
priority. He asked to pace
up the work of road con-
struction and regularly
monitor the same.

He also gave instruc-
tions in the meeting for
quick disposal of pending
compensation cases of
Saradih and Kalma bar-
rage. He said that only
those who are the rightful
owners of the account

should get the benefit. He
also gave instructions to
update the records for this.
Besides, he also gave direc-
tions to change the inac-
tive Gauthan Samitis
which are not functioning
properly. Anemic women
should get the benefit of
hot meals regularly.

During the meeting, in-
structions were given to
identify the eligible people
in the villages and link
them with the ‘Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana’ by
running a campaign.
Instructions were also
given to the officers to in-
crease the number of vil-

lages under the Haat
Bazar Clinic yojana be-
sides ensuring the avail-
ability of prescribed medi-
cines and medical tests to
the people.

The education officials
were instructed to ensure
the issuance of caste cer-
tificates to cent per cent
school students in the next
15 days. He said that well-
equipped community halls
will be established in
flood-prone areas. For this,
instructions have been
given to the district collec-
tor to conduct a survey of
such villages and take the
necessary action by
preparing estimates.

In the meeting,
Chandrapur MLA
Ramkumar Yadav,
Secretary (Energy) Ankit
Anand, District In-charge
Secretary Dhananjay
Devangan, Divisional
Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alung, IG Ratan Lal
Dangi, Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna, SP MR
Ahire and district officials
of all the departments
were present on the occa-
sion.

Rectification of revenue records
should be done on priority basis: CM

Baghel chairs review meeting of district-level officials

 Pending 
compensation
cases of Kalma and
Saradih barrage
should be resolved
at the earliest

Raipur, Oct 19: 

Police officers were
trained with the aim of
sensitizing them on the
subject of human traffick-
ing. The nodal officers of
the Anti Human
Trafficking Unit consti-
tuted in the districts and
the police officers associ-
ated with this unit partici-
pated in the training pro-
gramme organized in the
auditorium of the Police
Headquarters, Nava
Raipur. The event was or-
ganized under the direc-
tion of Director General
of Police Ashok Juneja.

The chief guest of the
workshop, former
Director General of
Police and international
expert on human traffick-
ing, Dr PM. Nair gave his
extensive lecture on the
subject. Explaining
human trafficking he told
about aspects of establish-
ing the true identity of
the victims and perpetra-
tors of human trafficking.
During his lecture, he pre-
sented the example of
many big cities of the
country and also in-
formed about the case
study of children and
women who were rescued
from the rescue operation
conducted in collabora-

tion with the police of
those states. Dr Nair gave
a detailed presentation in
this regard through
power presentation.

At the outset Additional
Director General of
Police, Administration
Himanshu Gupta de-
scribed human traffick-
ing an international prob-
lem and said that police
should be sensitized to
stop this crime. There has
been a steady decline in
the crimes of human traf-
ficking in Chhattisgarh in
the last years. Apart from
this, Chhattisgarh Police
achieved success in free-
ing almost 100% of the
victims of this crime. He
stressed on co-ordinating
work with all stakeholder
organizations to ensure
rehabilitation of victims
of human trafficking res-

cued from other states.
Additional Director

General of Police,
Planning, Management,
Pradeep Gupta, while ad-
dressing the participants
said that human traffick-
ing is different from other
crimes, in which victims
are exploited in many
ways, so the police offi-
cers should be sensitive to
the consideration of such
cases. He said that
arrangements should be
made for immediate reha-
bilitation of victims in co-
ordination with the con-
cerned department.

The Inspector General
of Police, Crime Research
Department, Police
Headquarters, SC
Dwivedi and Dr Sanjeev
Shukla, while addressing
the police officers from all
over the state, enriched

them about human traf-
ficking. In the second ses-
sion of the program, the
participants were briefed
about the existing law and
procedure for human traf-
ficking by Parvesh
Rajput, Assistant
Professor, Hidayatullah
National Law University.

Kristina Lal, Joint
Director of Women and
Child Development
Department and Deputy
Commissioner of Labor
Department DP Tiwari in-
formed the participants of
various ongoing govern-
ment schemes for the vic-
tims of human traffick-
ing. The founder of
Bastar Samajik Jan Vikas
Samiti Sushil Pandey de-
scribed in detail the role
of NGO on the rescue and
rehabilitation of the vic-
tims of human trafficking

and also explained psy-
cho-social impact of
human trafficking on the
victims.

A total of 180 partici-
pants, including nodal of-
ficers of the state’s Anti-
Human Trafficking Unit
and police officers posted
in this unit, officers of the
Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Labor
Department, Education
Department and repre-
sentatives of UNICEF and
NGOs participated.
Inspector General of
Police OP Pal, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police RN Das, Vinit
Khanna, Himani Khanna
and Milna Kurre were
specially present. Police
Superintendent CID MN
pandey conducted the pro-
gramme.

Training given on topic of anti-human 
trafficking to police officers

Raipur, Oct 19: NRI cell
was formed to connect the
non-resident Indians of
Chhattisgarh living
abroad in one thread and
to preserve and propagate
the art and literature of
Chhattisgarh. The first
meeting of NRI Cell was
held in which discussions
were held to maintain live-
ly relations with such non-
resident Indians living
abroad and to take neces-
sary suggestions and ob-
tain information for the
progress of the state. The
meeting was held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. In the meeting,
NRIs formed in the state of
Chhattisgarh were invited
to prepare the data of the
NRIs of Chhattisgarh and
such NRIs interested in
the art culture of
Chhattisgarh. Discussion
was held regarding ap-
pointment of coordinator
in NRI cell. In the meeting,

to encourage all activities
in accordance with the in-
terests of non-resident
Indians, a detailed discus-
sion was held regarding
providing opportunities
for connectivity and in-
vestment to non-resident
Indians residing outside
the country to enhance
and develop Chhattisgarh
literary and cultural activ-
ities.

The officials of the
Department of Education
and Culture should take
necessary action with re-
gard to preparing an ac-
tion plan to encourage
NRIs to participate in the
educational sector devel-
opment programs in the
state and to encourage
them to participate in the
socio-economic sector de-
velopment programs in
the state. Deliberations
were also held in the meet-
ing regarding the enumer-
ation of the organisations

of NRIs and the creation of
a network of their organi-
sations.

In the meeting, to take
necessary suggestions for
promotion of technology
transfer and research and
investment in technology
and educational institu-
tions from NRIs to foreign
countries and NRIs in the
state of Chhattisgarh.
Members gave their sug-
gestions regarding con-
necting as per the need of
the cell, working as a one
stop shop for solution. In
the meeting, Secretary,
Culture Department, Mr. P.
Anbalagan, Secretary,
Home Department, Mr.
Arun Dev Gautam,
Secretary, Education
Department, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Secretary
General Administration
Department Mr. DD Singh
and senior officials of the
Home Department were
present in the meeting.

Workshop 
for PIOs on

20th October
Raipur, Oct 19: A
one-day workshop for
Public Information
Officers (PIOs) has
been organized on
October 20 at 3 PM in
the Red Cross meet-
ing hall located in
the Collectorate
premises. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner and
Collector Raipur of
Chhattisgarh State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commission will at-
tend the workshop.

Collector Dr
S a r v e s h w a r
Narendra Bhure has
directed the First
Appellate Officer,
Public Information
Officer and Assistant
Public Information
Officers of Raipur
district to attend the
workshop compulso-
rily. He has also di-
rected the district
local officers to in-
form the Public
Information Officers
and Assistant Public
Information Officers
of their subordinate
offices about their
presence in the work-
shop.

NRIs will contribute 
to the progress of the state

Chandrapur, Oct 19:
While receiving informa-
tion on  Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumihin Krishi
Majdur Nyay Yojana
(RGGBKMNY) from the of-
ficials, CM said, that it was
discovered during the
meeting that many people
are lacking to join this
scheme while instructions
were given to the officers
to identify individuals in
the village and connect
them to the plan. He di-
rected that the number of
Haat Bazar in the village
should be increased, Also,
he mentioned that people
should be able to receive
prescribed medications
and tests and that the oper-
ation of the Haat Bazar
clinic should be randomly
audited. He also gave in-
struction to issue a certifi-
cate of caste for a maxi-
mum number of school
children within 15 days.

The officials were told
that people of local entre-
preneurial nature have to
be connected in RIPA
(Rural Industrial Park) so
that more employment op-
portunities will be gener-
ated, and products should

be produced on priority
according to the demand
of the local level, from
time to time. Instructions
were given to prepare
RIPA in the identified
Gauthan by setting the
boundary and the con-
struction of Gauthan in
Saradih should be com-
pleted soon. The Women
and Child Development
Officer have been directed
to include the anemic
women in the
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana. Community build-
ings with all facilities have
to be constructed in areas
that get submerged during
the flood, Sakti  Collector
was asked to survey such
villages and prepare the
estimates. MLA
Chandrapur Ramkumar
Yadav, Secretary Energy
Ankit Anand, District In-
charge Secretary
Dhananjay Devangan,
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang, IG Ratan
Lal Dangi, Collector
Nupur Rashi Panna, SP
MR Ahire and District
Officers of all depart-
ments were present on
this occasion.

CM directs officials to connect
people with RGGBKMNY

Justice Chauradia
appointed Consumer

Redressal Commission
Chairman

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Justice Gautam
Chauradia has been appointed
as Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Consumer Redressal
Commission for four years or
before the age of 67 years.
State Government has made
the above appointment on the
basis of recommendations of
the Selection committee.
Retired Justice of Chhattisgarh
High Court Justice Chauradia
has been considered to be
among those who fulfill the
essential eligibility for the
post. Ministry of Food & Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Redressal of Chhattisgarh
Government has issued an
order in this regard from
Mantralaya here.

Head Constable
Delhi Police Exam

from Oct 21-28
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Staff
Selection Commission will
conduct the Delhi Police exam
for the post of Head
Constable (Assistant Wireless
Operator) from October 21 to
October 28. The examination
will be conducted in three
shifts from 9 am to 6.30 pm at
the examination center in
Raipur city, Sarona Parthivi
Provincial Commercial
Complex Sant Ravidas Ward
No. 70. Deputy Collector Ms
Ruchi Sharma has been
appointed as the nodal officer
for the smooth conduct of this
examination.

Sakti, Oct 19: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel reached
Chandrapur, Sakti district, and he visited the Mata
Chandrahasini Devi temple. He carried out customary
ceremonies and wished joy, success, and happiness for
the people of the state.

Baghel performs customary
rituals at Maa

Chandrahasini Devi temple
Prayed for the happiness and prosperity of the state’s people

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: The five-day
Agri Carnival-2022, organised
by Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University, was organized on
Tuesday at International
Agriculture Madai, on the topic
of Recognition of Testing and
Awareness Meet by National
Testing and Calibration
Laboratory Accreditation
Board (NABL), a Government
of India recognized investigat-
ing agency. 

Chief guest of  the function
was NABL CEO N.
Venkateshwaran and was
presided over by Dr. Girish
Chandel, Vice Chancellor of
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University. Welcoming the
NABL Board, Vice Chancellor
Dr. Chandel said that we are
Helping Institution, which is
constantly striving towards
promoting agricultural innova-
tion and research work in the
interest of farmers.  In this ses-
sion, NABL CEO,  N.
Venkateshwaran along with

agency directors Anuja Anand,
Mallika Gope, Anita Rani
explained the process of test-
ing  on the basis of different
standards to the representa-
tives of various institutes, gov-
ernment and private laborato-
ries and university researchers
and students. The board mem-
bers spoke on the basis of the
process of testing, the scale of
testing and testing in the lab
and other parameters. 

Addressing the Awareness
Meet, NABL CEO, Mr.
Venkateswaran said that we
are moving ahead with the
objective of solving the health
and nutritional issues that are
amongst us, how to provide
quality nutritious food to the
people. Many items like rice,
wheat, pulses have to go
through several tests before
going to the plate of the peo-
ple, we need lab to know
whether the food is safe or not,
availability of test friendly
facilities in the lab is needed,

NABL gives accreditation to
the lab taking into account all
the facts of quality.  After this,
Director Anuja Anand, while
giving information about the
process of accreditation said
that we work to support quality
through testing. 

Director Mallika Gope said
that we work with the objective
of quality and 100% verifica-
tion, so that the quality and
technical capability of the
Testing and Calibration labora-
tories can be provided assess-
ment based on this. NABL, Joint
Director, Anita Rani told about
the working style of the agency
and said that our objective is to
promote testing of basic
human needs, food and other
essential useful items accord-
ing to the prescribed stan-
dards.  

During the awareness meet,
the NABL Board members also
spoke at length about the
agency’s world class testing
system and validity of verifica-
tion and also answered the
questions of the delegates
present in the session.

Workshop organized for recognition
of testing laboratories by NABL 

 Agri Carnival 
2022 organised at
IGAU concludes

BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Department of
Forestry, Wildlife and
Environmental Sciences of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University), under the
joint aegis of Forest and Climate
Change Department,
Government of Chhattisgarh
organized a Hi-Tech bamboo
plantation program near the
buildings of departments of IT
under construction in on
October 19, 2022 at 11 am. The
Chief Guest of the inaugural
program was Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. Present
among the guests on the stage
were the Special Guest Kumar
Nishant (IFS) DFO Bilaspur and
the Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava. The principal inves-
tigators of this project are Dr.
Bhawna Dixit and Dr. Gunjan
Patil. The inaugural program
started with the planting of
bamboo plants by the guests.
After this the guests were wel-
comed with saplings.
Thereafter, the inscription

plaque was unveiled by the
guests. The Chief Guest, Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that it is our
responsibility to reduce the car-
bon footprint and strengthen
the bio-diversity. Water, forest,
land, climate and animals are
our assets, by preserving which
we can pave the way to pros-
perity. He said that it is our
endeavor that in addition to the
pre-determined area in the
master plan of the university,
vertical expansion should be
done so that maximum forest
area can be developed and pro-
tected. The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal said that there
is no dearth of resources for the
implementation of various proj-
ects of the Forestry
Department. We need to pay
attention towards proper uti-
lization of resources. He

expressed hope that in the com-
ing years, researchers from var-
ious higher educational institu-
tions of the country would come
for research in the Forestry
Department of the Central
University. On this occasion, he
said that the need to deal prop-
erly with climate change and
cleanliness are important
issues. 

The volunteers of the
National Service Scheme of the
University will try to make
Bilaspur city number one under
the cleanliness mission. The
Special Guest, Kumar Nishant
(IFS) DFO, Bilaspur said that
continuous work has been
going on for the last six months
on this project. Both the teach-
ers of the Forestry Department
and the Forest Department are
working together for this bam-
boo plantation, in which we
have got success today. 

CU will become the Bio-diversity
Hub of Central India: V-C

 Plantation of
Bamboo of Hi-tech
species in two
hectare area in CU
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Bijapur, Oct 19: In Pamed,
which is called the remote
and sensitive area of the
state, the implementation
of the schemes of the gov-
ernment has started hap-
pening at a fast pace.

After successful cultiva-
tion of Chilli in Tarlaguda,
Chandur area of
Bhopalpatnam, now the
farmers of Pamed adjoin-
ing Telangana state are
also becoming aware.
Preparations for Green
Chilly cultivation have
been completed on 17 acres
of agricultural land of 7
farmers of Pamed region.

Drip, sprinkler,
mulching bore, quarrying,
fencing and power exten-
sion facilities were provid-
ed by the district adminis-
tration with special sup-
port. The saplings plants of
Chilly are also ready.

In this regard, Bijapur
MLA and Vice-Chairman
of Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Vikram Mandavi said that
the government of
Bhupesh Baghel is the gov-
ernment of farmers, the
farmers should choose the

farming of their choice.
Deputy Director PS

Kusre said that the cultiva-
tion of Green Chilly was
started in the month of
September-October and it
becomes ready in January-
February. Deputy Director
Kusre told that at least Rs 1
lakh per acre is earned
from Chilly cultivation.

Seven farmers who are
currently cultivating
Chilly earlier used to earn
only Rs 15000-20000 per
year. They was given de-
tailed information about
the cultivation of Chilly
by the department and
also encouraged those
farmers who had success-
fully cultivated Chilly in

the past, which has in-
creased the confidence of
the farmers.

Farmers are very excited
to do agriculture work

with dedication. Regular
maintenance and technical
advice and guidance are
being given by the
Agriculture Department.

Sumi Ajay receives
‘Nrithya Vilasini’ title

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 19:
Nrithyathi Kalakshetram,
Bilaspur students bagged
many prizes in the All India
Competition of Dance and
Natvar Gopikrishna
National Award Function
2022 organized by All India
Dancers Association in as-
sociation with Nrithyathi
Kalakshetram at Bhilai
from 7th October 2022 to
15th October 2022.
Mrs Sumi Ajay was award-
ed with the title of Nrithya
Vilasini, while D Jananee,
Vareeja Vijay Rai, Avani

Mishra, Devanshi Gaur
and Srishti Sirsant bagged
3rd Prize in Solo
Bharatanatyam with "A"
Grade accredition in
Junior and Senior category
respectively. Also, Group
Dance of Nrithaythi
Kalakshetram, Bilaspur
won 2nd Prize in Open
Category of Classical
Group Dance. Group dance
participants were D

Jananee, Anahita Yadav,
Vareeja Vijay Rai,
Aaradhya Awasthi,
Manaswi, Udbhav Thakkar,
Tanu Chandra, Avani
Mishra, Akshaya S
Panicker and Harshita
Singh Kashyap. Director of
Nrithyathi Kalakshetram,
Dr G Ratheesh Babu has
congratulated the children
and blessed them for their
bright future.

Farmers demand paddy procurement 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Oct 19: The
farmers who are to pro-
cure their paddy have de-
manded that the agricul-
tural produce market
complex, built years ago,
to be made a paddy pro-
curement center in 
the city.

The present paddy pro-
curement is being done
temporarily in the pro-
curement center whereas
the Agricultural Produce
Market complex being
built here at a cost of
crores stands unused.

Last year, crores have
been spent again in the
Agricultural Produce
Market complex but ac-
cording to information

paddy or any other pro-
duce has never been
bought here even for a sin-
gle day.

Boundary walls, big
sheds, many godowns are
built in this complex for

about 7 cr and due to no
purchase and sale here,
the Mandi Board has to
spend lakhs of rupees
every year in unnecessary
maintenance, whereas,
lakhs of rupees are being

spent every year in pur-
chase centers, godown
sheds etc. to buy paddy by
Fingeshwar Cooperative
Rural Society in support
price by the government.

On the contrary, the

market complex with all
facilities is lying vacant.
In this regard, President
of Krishi Upaj Mandi,
Ramkumar Goswami said
that we have no objection
to purchase paddy from
November 1 this year in
the Fingeshwar Krishi
Upaj Mandi premises on
demand by the committee,
farmers and villagers.

In this regard,
Congress workers,
traders, farmers etc. have
given application to MLA
Amitesh Shukla, demand-
ing the same. Vice-presi-
dent of the market com-
mittee Nathu Kashyap
also supported the de-
mand of buying paddy in
Fingeshwar, agricultural
produce market premises
in Fingeshwar, saying
that this would provide
very good facilities to the
farmers.
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p In Market Centre
premises

At All India Competition
of Dance and Natvar
Gopikrishna National
Award Function 

Central Chronicle News

Churikala, Oct 19: Under
the Sports Festival 2022 in
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS) run by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, a
one-day sports festival is
organized in the Eklavya
Residential School, run in
the Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala of the district,
under the direction of
District Assistant
Commissioner Maya
Warriar and the guidance
of Vidyalaya Principal
Virbhadra Singh Paikra.

District Panchayat
Korba President Shivkala

Kanwar and Chairman
Nagar Panchayat Neelam
Devangan, were also pres-
ent. The game was inaugu-
rated by District
Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar and
Nagar Panchayat
President Neelam
Devangan by playing a
game of badminton.
Athletics in the age group
of 14 years and athletics in
the age group of 19 years,
in addition to kabbadi,
kho-kho waliwal, hockey,
boys and girls participated
in other types of sports,
three development blocks
of the district Lafa Pali in
one day competition.

The children of Eklavya
Vidyalaya, Podiupoda and
Chhurikala participated
in which the children of
Eklavya Chhurikala
topped in all the games.
Assistant Commissioner
of Tribal Development
Department, Korba Maya
Warriar honored the chief
guest Mati Shivkala
Kanwar, President,
District Panchayat Korba
by presenting a memento.
Many of the dignitaries
also addressed the meet.
On this occasion
Anuradha Naidu,
Kaushambi Gabhel and
many students were 
present.

Sports festival held in EMRS Vigorous Green Chilly cultivation 
is being done in Pamed

With the special cooperation of the district admn, now the farmers of Pamed are also moving towards economic progress

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Oct 19: Under
the chairmanship of
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla, a meeting of the
District Mineral Trust
Fund (DMTF) was held in
the Collectorate hall. In the
meeting, discussions were
held regarding tribal,
scheduled caste develop-
ment department, educa-
tion, health, agriculture.

Collector Shukla has in-
structed to take special
care on economy keeping
in mind the high and gen-
eral priorities from the
DMF head. Here he direct-
ed to maintain the audit

and cash book of income
expenditure of DMF ex-
penditure; audit of income
expenditure from DMF
head should be done on
time; all material quality
should be cross-checked
and completed and then

only payment should be re-
leased; allocation of
amount of mineral item in
direct and indirect affected
places.

It should be done on the
basis of prescribed ratio so
that development works

can be completed on time
with priority. Along with
the strengthening of the
schools belonging to the
Education Department,
such a provision has also
been made for innovations.
District Panchayat CEO

Leena Mandavi, newly ap-
pointed Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue
Bemetara Suruchi Singh,
Deputy Collector Vishwas
Rao Mhaske and other de-
partmental officers were
present in the meeting.

District Mineral Trust Fund meeting concludes

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Oct 19: People
making earthen lamps and
idols are suffering from the
fear of the weather. Like
previous year, this year
also there is unseasonal
rain on the occasion of
Diwali. In such a situation,

it is very difficult to dry the
items made of clay, due to
which the potters of the
area have to face a lot of
losses, that is why they
want to complete their
work in time so that they
do not have to take any
kind of risk. In view of the
closeness of the festival,

the entire family of the pot-
ter is involved in all the
work. These days before
Deepawali, where sculptors
are engaged in embodying
the idols of Lord Ganesha,
Goddess Lakshmi, who is
worshiped in Deepawali,
while Hileshwar
Chakradhari, a resident of

Bahatra, tells that potters
are working day and night
to make earthen lamps.
There is a tradition of in-
stalling idols of Goddess
Lakshmi on Diwali festi-
val, due to which the pot-
ter is compelled to raise
the family even after suf-
fering his loss.

Earthen lamp makers fear adverse weather
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FULL DRESS REHEARSAL

Madhya Pradesh police personnel during full dress rehearsal for the police commemoration day, in Bhopal,
Wednesday. 

INT’L RAMLEELA FEST

Artists of Malaysia’s Laasya Arts Academy perform during the week-long International Ramleela Festival at
Ravindra Bhawan in Bhopal, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Meeting
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s committee
on the minimum sup-
port price (MSP), nat-
ural farming and crop
diversification is
scheduled to hold its
third meeting on
October 31 in
Bhubaneswar. In the
first meeting held on
August 22 in the na-
tional capital, the
committee — headed
by former Agriculture
Secretary Sanjay
Agrawal — had
formed three internal
sub-groups to deliber-
ate on the mandated
topics. The second
meeting, held on
September 27 in
Hyderabad,
deliberated on organic
farming.

Mishap
New Delhi: An
unidentified man was
killed in an accident
on Rajokri flyover in
southwest Delhi, po-
lice said on
Wednesday. The police
recovered the injured
man from near a di-
vider on the flyover on
Sunday, a senior offi-
cer said. He had suf-
fered severe injuries
to his head.

Watery grave
Jammu: A policeman
lost his life on
Wednesday while sav-
ing his two children
from drowning in a
river in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict, officials said. The
two children had
slipped into the Ujh
river while taking a
bath in Jasrota area on
Wednesday, they said.

Join
New Delhi: Former
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi MP Boora
Narsaiah Goud joined
the BJP on Wednesday
in the presence of
Union ministers
Bhupinder Yadav and
G Kishan Reddy be-
sides several other
party leaders from the
state. Yadav accused
the K Chandrasekhar
Rao government in
the state of floating
the gimmick of reser-
vation for minorities
while doing no good
for any section 
of society.

Relief
Lucknow: The Uttar
Pradesh government
on Wednesday de-
clared an ex gratia of
Rs 5 lakh each to the
families of the two mi-
grant workers from
Kannauj killed in a
terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Their last rites 
were performed at
their native place.

Arrested 
New Delhi: Two
Nigerian nationals
were arrested for al-
legedly duping
women after befriend-
ing them on social
media, police said on
Wednesday. The ac-
cused, identified as
Raphael (19) and
Evans Chukwudi (20),
lived in west Delhi’s
Tilak Nagar, they said.

PM Narendra Modi with
students during the

launch of Mission Schools
of Excellence at

Trimandir, Adalaj,
Gujarat, Wednesday.00

Kolkata, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Days before the release
of a movie on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose’s
“after-life” of what he may
have done after the 1945
Taipei air crash, the free-
dom fighter’s kin said
they are mulling a PIL to
stop “misuse of his name
for financial gains”.

Reacting to it, director
of a film `Sannyasi
Deshonayak’ (Monk-
National leader), which is
slated to be released by
October-end, Amlan
Kusum Ghosh, claimed on
social media that the op-
position was from people
who were stoking a “fake
controversy” would be
good for the movie.

The film based on a hy-
pothesis that Bose may
have survived the crash
which occurred in August

1945 and later returned to
India to become a monk, is
slated to be released later
this week, while another
was released in 2019 for an
OTT platform which dealt
with several such theories
of his supposed after-life.

Chandra Kumar Bose, a
grand nephew of the free-
dom fighter, questioned
the Central Board of Film
Certification’s clearance
given to movies based on
“such contentious theo-
ries”.

“This has become quite
a practice ... filmmakers
are making films on
Netaji without knowing or
reading the reports of the
Commissions of enquiry
which probed his death in
the Taipei crash.

“Netaji has been shown
in a bad light. You cannot
do that. Authors and film-
makers who claim to be

Netaji researchers have
denigrated the freedom
fighter by comparing him
to a recluse (called
Gumnami baba) without
any clinching evidence,”
Bose told PTI .

Netaji’s image is being
tarnished by such books
and films, Bose claimed.

“We are planning to file
a PIL in this regard and
are consulting lawyers.
We are considering filing
it in Calcutta High Court
or the Supreme Court as it
is a national issue,” he
said.

He said he and his fami-
ly members welcomed the
central government’s
steps inaugurating muse-
ums and statues of the
leader, but felt actions of
the Censor Board in clear-
ing such contentious
movies were inappropri-
ate.

Netaji kin plan PIL to 
stop ‘misuse’ of his name

In movies on his ‘afterlife’

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

St Stephen’s College on
Wednesday removed from
its website a contentious
prospectus which was at
the centre of a discord be-
tween the college and its
governing Delhi
University, hours after the
Supreme Court rejected
the college’s petition
against the university’s ad-
mission process.

The prospectus, which
was on the website since
May, for admission to the
college’s undergraduate
courses for 2022-23 men-
tioned 85 per cent weigh-
tage to the Common
University Entrance Test
Admissions (CUET) and 15
per cent to an interview.
This was against the Delhi

University’s criteria which
accorded 100 per cent
weightage to the CUET and
no interview.

The matter went to the
court. The Delhi High
Court ordered St. Stephen’s
to follow the admission pol-
icy prescribed by the Delhi
University, and The
Supreme Court Wednesday
refused to stay that ruling.
Hours after the Supreme
Court rejected the St
Stephen’s College petition
against the admission
process, the college re-
moved the contentious
prospectus from its web-
site. When PTI checked the
college website at around
4:00 pm, the prospectus was
found removed. College

principal John Varghese
did not respond to calls and
text messages. When it was
still up, the prospectus stat-
ed, “St Stephen’s College
will adopt the CUET as the
eligibility criteria with 85
per cent weightage for
CUET and the college’s in-
terview for shortlisted can-
didates with a weightage of
15 per cent.” The Delhi
University opposed the
prospectus and said that
the college will have to fol-
low the rules laid down by
the government for admis-
sion. The Supreme Court
Wednesday refused to stay
the Delhi High Court order
asking St. Stephen’s
College here to follow the
admission policy pre-
scribed by the Delhi
University.

St. Stephen’s removes contentious
prospectus from website 

DU ADMISSION

 After SC order

Thiruvananthapuram,
Oct 19 (PTI): A sessions
court in Kerala on
Wednesday declined to
discharge IAS officer
Sriram Venkitaraman
from a case in which he
was accused of driving a
car in an inebriated condi-
tion and fatally knocking
down a journalist in 2019
but, dropped the charge of
culpable homicide against
him. The sessions court
instead included the of-
fence of causing death by
negligence against the
IAS officer and a similar
order was passed with re-
gard to co-accused Wafa
Feroze in the case, the
public prosecutor dealing
with the matter said.

With these directions,
the court disposed of the
discharge pleas moved by
the two of them. The
court, thereafter, sent the

matter to a magisterial
court for adjudication, the
prosecutor said and added
that the state would be
going in appeal to the
High Court against the
order. Earlier
Venkitaraman was
booked under Sections 279
(rash driving on a public
way) and 304 (culpable
homicide) of the Indian
Penal Code and damaging
public property and
Feroze was charged with
abetting him in driving
rashly. Now, the sessions
court dropped section 304
and instead included sec-
tion 304 A of IPC which
deals with causing death
due to negligence and pro-
vides for a punishment of
maximum two years in
jail or fine or both. The
prosecutor said the charge
was dropped as the chemi-
cal analysis report of the

IAS officer was negative
for alcohol indicating he
was not drunk at the time
of the accident.

This assumes signifi-
cance as Venkitaraman, a
doctor himself, had al-
lowed police to collect his
blood sample for examina-
tion nine hours after the
accident and after first
getting himself admitted
to a private hospital here.

According to the
chargesheet filed by po-
lice, the IAS officer was
drunk and was behind the
wheels in the over speed-
ing car while returning
from a private party on
August 3, 2019 past mid-
night. The car hit journal-
ist K M Basheer, who was
on his motorcycle, killing
him on the spot.
Venkitaraman’s arrest
was recorded nearly 17
hours later.

JOURNO DEATH CASE

Kerala court refuses to discharge IAS officer

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19
(PTI): A doctor of a state-
run hospital in Odisha’s
Bhubaneswar was ar-
rested for allegedly dup-
ing a woman, the daugh-
ter of a patient who was
treated there, on the pre-
text of marriage, police
said.

The accused, who is a
postgraduate student at
the All Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) here, was appre-
hended on Tuesday by
Mahila Police of the
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack
Commissionerate, a sen-
ior officer said.

The arrest was made
after the father of the 26-
year-old woman lodged a
complaint, alleging that
the doctor established a
physical relationship

with her on the promise
of marriage and later got
engaged with another
woman from his state,
West Bengal.

The alleged victim met
the doctor two years ago
when her father was un-
dergoing treatment at
the hospital, the police
officer said, citing the
complaint.

The accused had
“taken the woman’s
phone number at the
time of discharge of her
father from the AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar, and later,
invited her several times
to his hostel”, he said.

The doctor was booked
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
and further investigation
is underway, the officer
added.

Doctor held for duping daughter
of patient on marriage promise

Lucknow, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Nine months after he left
the Congress to join the
Samajwadi Party, Imran
Masood on Wednesday
switched to the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

Welcoming him into the
party fold, BSP supremo
Mayawati said the Muslim
community is convinced that
it is the BSP and not the SP
that can get rid of the “hate-
ful and cruel politics of the
BJP”. Masood had joined the
SP in January before the 2022
assembly elections.

The leader, who contested
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls from
Saharanpur on a Congress
ticket, had courted controver-
sy over his hate speech in
which he allegedly threat-
ened to “chop” Narendra
Modi “into pieces”.  “Imran
Masood is a well-known name
in the politics of Uttar
Pradesh and especially
Western UP. He met me today

along with his close associ-
ates. He has left the
Samajwadi Party and has
promised to work with full
force and good intentions in
the BSP. He is warmly wel-
comed,” Mayawati said in a
series of tweets in Hindi.

“At the same time, seeing
his tremendous zeal and
enthusiasm to work in the
party, he has been given a
special responsibility and
made the convener of the BSP
in western UP to strengthen
the party at every level and
especially bring the minority
community with the party,”
the former chief minister
said. 

Masood and others joining
the BSP ‘’before the local
body elections is a good sign
for the politics of UP in the
sense that the Muslim com-
munity is also convinced that
it the BSP and not the SP that
is needed to get rid of the
hateful and cruel politics of
the BJP,” Mayawati said.

Imran Masood joins BSP

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday rejected a
petition by the Samata
Party challenging the
Election Commission (EC)
order allotting the ‘flam-
ing torch’ election symbol
to the Uddhav Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena.

Justice Sanjeev Narula
noted the petitioner party,
which claimed the flaming
torch symbol belonged to
it and it had contested
elections on it, was de-
recognised in 2004. The
party had also not shown
any right over the symbol
in its favour, he said.

“In the absence of any
right demonstrable before
the court, the petitioner

cannot seek a mandamus
for quashing the im-
pugned communication
(by EC) The petitioner has
not demonstrated any
right over the symbol. The
court is not inclined to en-
tertain this petition.
Dismissed,” the court said.

“Since the petitioner
lost its status as a regis-
tered state party in 2004,
the right, if any, on the
symbol has lapsed after
the expiry of six years
(from the date of with-
drawal of recognition in
terms of the Election
Symbols Order),” noted
the court.

The petitioner assailed
the EC order dated
October 10 on grounds
that ‘flaming torch’ was a
“reserved” symbol and
could not have been given

to Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray)
without first issuing a no-
tification that it had been
made a “free” symbol.

In its plea, the petitioner
stated it was formed in
1994 by George Fernandes
and Nitish Kumar as an
“offshoot of the Janata
Dal” and was given the
‘flaming torch’ symbol by
the EC.

The plea stated the peti-
tioner was “striving to re-
vive itself and is going to
contest the upcoming elec-
tions and people have
recognised the petitioner
party from its symbol for
more than four decades
and now great prejudice
would be caused to the pe-
titioner party if the same
symbol is allotted to some
other party”.

The petitioner’s lawyer,
Advocate Kamlesh Kumar
Mishra, also informed the
court that it contested the
2014 Lok Sabha election on
the flaming torch symbol.

The court, however,
noted even if the petition-
er was allotted the symbol
in question in 2014, it does
not give rise to a “vested
right” in respect of its al-
lotment and that the peti-
tioner has contested under
a different election symbol
after that.

The Election
Commission, represented
by lawyer Sidhant Kumar,
defended the allotment
and said there was no re-
quirement under the law
to issue any notification,
as claimed by the petition-
er, before passing the allot-
ment order.

HC rejects plea by Samata Party
against flaming torch election symbol
 To Sena faction

Chennai, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Opposition
AIADMK presented a pic-
ture of contrast on
Wednesday with former
Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam attending
the Assembly session
while the leader of opposi-
tion K Palaniswami
staged a protest here, de-
manding that the Speaker
de-recognise the former as
deputy floor leader of the
party.

The principal opposi-
tion had boycotted the last
day of the three-day
Assembly session today to
seek the Assembly
Speaker to accept the
party’s R B Udayakumar
as the new deputy floor
leader, replacing

Panneerselvam, who has
been removed from the
party.

Clad in black shirts and
white dhotis, the
AIADMK members gath-
ered in large numbers at
the historic Valluvar
Kottam here to stage a fast
agitation demanding that
Udayakumar be allotted
Panneerselvam’s chair in
the Assembly.

They raised slogans de-
nouncing the ruling DMK.
The party’s women cadres
turned up for the agitation
wearing black sarees.

The police however de-
tained Palaniswami, who
is AIADMK’s interim gen-
eral secretary, along with
his party members for
staging a fast agitation
without police permis-

sion. As a result, hun-
dreds of agitating mem-
bers were shifted to the
Rajarathnam stadium,
here, before being re-
leased.

Speaking to reporters at
the stadium, Palaniswami
alleged “murder of
democracy” and accused
Chief Minister M K Stalin
of attempting to ‘demol-
ish’ the AIADMK through
Panneerselvam.

When the police, pres-
ent on the occasion, ob-
jected to giving byte to the
media, a visibly annoyed
Palaniswami raised his
voice against the police.
Immediately, the party
members shouted at the
police and Palaniswami
had to restrain the
AIADMK members.

Palaniswami, AIADMK 
members held for staging protest

As rival faction attends Assembly



London, Oct 19 (PTI):
Home Secretary Suella
Braverman has said the
UK is eager to secure a
trade deal with India to
boost both economies and
that Brexit has meant that
Britain no longer has a
Eurocentric mindset to-
wards trade or visas.

Addressing a Diwali
event organised by UK-
based India Global Forum
(IGF) in London on
Tuesday evening, the
Indian-origin Cabinet
minister spoke of being a
proud member of the
British Indian community
and hailed the contribu-
tion made by the Indian di-
aspora to British life.

In an apparent effort to
override her recent con-
troversial remarks about
Indians forming the
largest group of visa over-
stayers, the minister said
the UK’s villages, towns
and cities have been “pro-
foundly enriched by immi-
gration from India”.

MALNOURISHED CHILDREN

Women hold their malnourished children at the Hays Rural Hospital in Hodeida, Yemen. For years starvation has
been an everyday threat for Yemen’s children. Now, as the war threatens to escalate between the country’s 
warring parties after months of a tenuous truce, there are fears that it could get worse.

MISSILE SYSTEMS

This photo provided by Revolutionary Guard’s ground force  shows missile systems
in a maneuver in northwestern Iran.
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New York, Oct 19 (PTI):

A globe spanning, 15-
year investigation has led
to the repatriation of 307
antiquities by the US that
were stolen and trafficked
from India and valued at
nearly four million dollars,
the majority seized from
disgraced art dealer
Subhash Kapoor.

Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg an-
nounced on Monday the re-
turn of 307 antiquities val-
ued at nearly USD 4 million
to the people of India. Of
these, 235 antiquities were
seized following the inves-
tigation by the office of the
Manhattan District
Attorney into Kapoor, “a
prolific looter who helped
traffic items from
Afghanistan, Cambodia,

India, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, and
other countries. All the an-

tiquities were returned
during a repatriation cere-
mony at the Indian
Consulate in New York at-

tended by India’s Consul
General Randir Jaiswal,
and US Homeland Security
Investigations Acting
Deputy Special Agent-in-
Charge Christopher Lau, a
statement issued by the
Manhattan District
Attorney’s office said.

“These antiquities were
stolen by multiple complex
and sophisticated traffick-
ing rings the leaders of
which showed no regard
for the cultural or histori-
cal significance of these
objects,” Bragg said,
adding that “we are proud
to return hundreds of stun-
ning pieces back to the peo-
ple of India.”

Among the pieces being
returned is the Arch
Parikara, crafted from
marble and dating to the
12-13th century.

US repatriates 307 antiquities valued
USD 4 mn stolen, trafficked from India

The U.S. authorities formally handed over 307 antiquities,
estimated to be worth nearly $4 million to Indian officials.
15-year investigation has led to the repatriation of antiqui-
ties by the US that were stolen and trafficked from India, the
majority seized from disgraced art dealer Subhash Kapoor.

Islamabad, Oct 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s junior for-
eign minister Hina
Rabbani Khar will attend
the plenary session of
the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) in
Paris during which the
global anti-money laun-
dering watchdog would
discuss Islamabad’s ef-
forts to exit its grey list.

The first FATF Plenary
under the two-year
Singapore Presidency of
T Raja Kumar will take
place on October 20-21,
according to the Paris-
based watchdog.

Khar, the State
Minister for Foreign
Affairs, has reached
Paris to attend the FATF
meeting which would de-
cide whether to remove
Pakistan from its grey
list, the Daily Times
newspaper reported.

On Monday, Khar led a
Pakistani team in a meet-
ing with Jean-Louis
Bourlanges, the head of
the foreign affairs com-
mittee of the French
National Assembly, the
paper reported.

The FATF’s Working
Group and Plenary ses-
sions in Paris will be at-
tended by representa-
tives from 206 Global
Network members and
observer organisations
including, the
International Monetary
Fund, the United
Nations, the World Bank,
Interpol, and the Egmont
Group of Financial
Intelligence Units. The

plenary’s decisions
would be made public at
the end of the two days of
discussion. Pakistan was
included in the grey list
in June 2018 for deficien-
cies and given a plan of
action to plug various
legal, financial and regu-
latory to fight money
laundering and combat
terror financing.

Islamabad made high-
level political commit-
ments to address these
deficiencies under a 27-
point action plan. But
later the number of ac-
tion points was enhanced
to 34.

Pak minister Hina

Rabbani Khar to attend

FATF meet in Paris

LLoonnddoonn,,  OOcctt  1199  ((AAPP)):: The British Broadcasting Corp marked 100
years of broadcasting on Tuesday, a century after a group of wire-
less manufacturers founded the company and began filling the
airwaves with its first daily radio service. The BBC was founded on
Oct 18, 1922, in London and daily broadcasting began a month
later. The broadcaster is marking its centenary with a series of
special programs, including a guest appearance from King Charles
III on “The Repair Shop,” a programme featuring expert crafts-
people restoring antiques. Actress Jodie Whittaker will make her
last appearance as the Time Lord on a special episode of “Doctor
Who” on Sunday, before Ncuti Gatwa takes over the role.

BBC marks 100 years of broadcasting history

United Nations, Oct 19 (PTI):

China has put a hold on
a proposal by India and
the US at the United
Nations to list Lashkar-e-
Taiba leader Shahid
Mahmood as a global ter-
rorist, the fourth instance
in as many months that
Beijing has blocked bids to
blacklist Pakistan-based
terrorists at the world
body. It is learnt that
China, an all-weather ally
of Pakistan, placed a hold
on the proposal by India
and the US to designate
Mahmood, 42, as a global
terrorist under the 1267 Al
Qaeda Sanctions
Committee of the UN
Security Council.

The US Department of
Treasury had designated
Mahmood as well as an-
other LeT leader
Muhammad Sarwar in

December 2016 as part of
the action “to disrupt
Lashkar-e Taiba’s (LeT)
fundraising and support
networks.”

The decision to hold
comes at a time when UN
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres is in
India and has paid hom-
age to the victims of the
26/11 attack in Mumbai.
The Terror attack carried
out by LeT in which over
160 people, including
American citizens, were
killed.

According to informa-
tion on the US Department
of the Treasury’s website,
Mahmood “has been a
longstanding senior LeT
member based in Karachi,
Pakistan, and has been af-
filiated with the group
since at least 2007. As early
as June 2015 through at
least June 2016, Mahmood

served as the vice chair-
man of Falah-i-Insaniat
Foundation (FIF), a hu-
manitarian and fundrais-
ing arm of LeT.”

In 2014, Mahmood was
the leader of FIF in
Karachi. In August 2013,
Mahmood was identified
as a LeT publications wing
member, the website said.

“Mahmood was previ-
ously part of LeT’s over-
seas operations team led
by Sajjid
Mir...Additionally, in
August 2013, Mahmood
was instructed to forge
covert links with Islamic
organisations in
Bangladesh and Burma,
and as of late 2011,
Mahmood claimed that
LeT’s primary concern
should be attacking India
and America,” the US
Department of Treasury
said.

China blocks blacklisting 
of Lashkar terrorist at UN

UK inflation accelerates
to 40-year-high 

amid food cost rise

LLoonnddoonn,,  OOcctt  1199  ((AAPP))::  The UK
inflation accelerated to a 40-
year high in September as the
soaring cost of food squeezed
household budgets. The con-
sumer price index rose 10.1%,
compared with 9.9% the previ-
ous month, the Office for
National Statistics said
Wednesday. The new data
shows inflation returned to the
July peak and is once again at
the highest since early 1982.
The increase was driven by
food prices, which leapt by
14.5% from a year earlier, the
biggest jump since 1980, the
ONS said. The rise increases
expectations that the Bank of
England will raise interest rates
further and faster as it strug-
gles to return inflation to its 2%
target. It will also make it more
difficult for the government’s
new Treasury chief, who took
office less than a week ago, to
restore financial stability after
the government’s economic
plan roiled financial markets
over the past month. 

Eager to secure trade deal with
India, says UK’s Suella Braverman
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Fight against
Osteoporosis

Osteoporosis is a well-
known bone disease that af-
fects more than 200 million
people worldwide.It is often
referred to as the "silent dis-
ease" that leads to weak and
fragile bones.Millions of peo-
ple worldwide suffer tragical-
ly from osteoporosis-related
fractures, which have signifi-
cant socioeconomic costs for
society and healthcare sys-
tems. Urbanization and age-
ing populations are driving
rapid increases in the osteo-
porosis disease burden.The
annual observance of World
Osteoporosis Day (WOD) on
October 20 is intended to raise
awareness of osteoporosis
and metabolic bone disease
worldwide and its prevention,
symptoms, diagnosis, and
treatment. The purpose of the
day is to raise awareness of
osteoporosis and fragility
fractures on a global scale.
World Osteoporosis Day was
launched in 1996 by the
United Kingdom’s National
Osteoporosis Society and was
supported by the European
Commission. According to
the International
Osteoporosis Foundation
(IOF), one in every three
women and one in every five
men over the age of fifty will
suffer a broken bone as a re-
sult of osteoporosis, and frac-
tures caused by osteoporosis
can be life-threatening as well
as a major cause of pain and
long-term disability.The dis-
ease can be managed with
medication, making certain
lifestyle changes, dietary
modifications, and taking
supplements.Therefore,
World Osteoporosis Day
serves as a platform for peo-
ple from all walks of life to
come together and spread
awareness of the prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of
osteoporosis.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Chinese designs
Having strengthened the

LAC by constructing bunkers,
helipads, roads and lines of
communications, President
Xi Jinping has declared to en-
hance the effectiveness of the
People’s Liberation Army by
accelerated modernisation
and combat preparedness.
Though the thrust of his ad-
dress at the National
Congress was directed at the
US, Indian concerns cannot
be ignored. There is no indica-
tion of diversion from its ex-
pansionist policy which in-
cludes annexation of Taiwan.
It is vital for India to make its
side of the LAC impregnable
to prevent PLA’s frequent in-
cursions. China’s aggressive
designs must be countered by
close coordination among all
of our armed forces and utilis-
ing paramilitary units as
force multipliers. Determined
efforts in all the relevant
spheres may be urgently im-
plemented to counter China’s
hostile activities.

Subhash Vaid, by mail
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and others at the inauguration of the DefExpo 22, at
Mahatma Mandir Convention and Exhibition Centre in Gandhinagar, Wednesday, Oct. 19.

DEFEXPO 22

V eteran leader Mallikarjun Kharge has been elected the new chief
of the Congress party. He is the first non-Gandhi chief of the

Congress in more than 24 years.  Mr Kharge, widely seen to be the
"Gandhi-approved" candidate, won 90 per cent of the votes cast on
Monday. He scored 7,897 votes while Shashi Tharoor finished with
1,072. The election comes three years after Sonia Gandhi agreed to tem-
porarily lead the party when Rahul Gandhi stepped down, taking respon-
sibility for the two consecutive routs of the party in 2014 and 2019 gen-
eral elections. With over half a century of association with the grand old
party, Kharge was a former union minister and leader of the opposition
in Rajya Sabha. His prolonged electoral success both at the state and at
the national level, amicability with fellow party workers and loyalty to
the Gandhi family make him a suitable candidate for the party chief role
even before the election. His candid proclamation that he would have no
shame in taking the advice and support of the Gandhi family in running
party affairs, in case he becomes its president is in the expected line of
expressing obeisance to the family. This was made in response to a
query that whether he will be remote controlled by the family. He also
said, "Further Sonia and Rahul Gandhi know every nook and corner of
the country, who is where and who can do what for the party. What has
to be done to have unity in the party, I need to learn and I will do it," he
added. This, however, is obsequious, as currently, the party seems to be
in disarray. Strengthening organizational unity has become an exigency.
This should be the top priority for the new chief. The prevailing trust
deficit and infighting within the various party leaders at all levels need
to be checked. The hasty exodus of party leaders and workers in almost
every state was weakening the party; both the perspective of leaders as
well as the vital foot soldiers. The inept handling of the Punjab state ear-
lier this year had resulted in a humiliating defeat. The recent mass exo-
dus of the Goa lawmakers exposed their cluelessness. Presently, the re-
sentment between Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot is simmering in
Rajasthan, and also the discontent between DK Shivkumar and
Siddaramaiah in Karnataka bubbles quite often.  Like in any team sport,
a leader's achievement is not judged by his or her performance, but by
the team's success in winning major tournaments. Similarly, Congress
while consolidating the party should also start winning elections. The
emergence of a set of new generation altruistic leaders over existing re-
gional dynasties can be a boon. In new informed and aspirational India,
a self-made, truthful, sincere and hard-working person weighs more
than an incompetent lineage. Here again, it has to be decided how the
party can achieve this. Not by sycophancy and nepotism, maybe only by
a contemporary realistic outlook. At the same time the leader should en-
sure that whatever they preach, they should practice.  So Kharge as
Congress president, the task at hand is huge. Moreover, it has to be seen
what will prevail - obsequiousness or pragmatism, and how fast and ef-
fectively the party can accomplish their mission.

Congress revival of party
has truly begun

S wearing was long dis-
missed as a topic of seri-

ous research because it was as-
sumed to be simply a sign of ag-
gression, weak language profi-
ciency or even low intelligence.
We now have quite a lot of evi-
dence that challenges this view,
prompting us to reconsider the
nature and power of swearing.
Whether we are fans of swear-
ing or not, many of us are likely
to resort to it now and again. To
estimate the power of swearing,
and work out where it comes
from, we recently carried out a
review of more than 100 aca-
demic papers on the subject
from different disciplines. The
study, published in Lingua,
shows that the use of of taboo
words can deeply affect the way
we think, act and relate to each
other. People often associate
swearing with catharsis the re-
lease of strong emotion.

It is undeniably different
from and more powerful than
other forms of language use.
Interestingly, for speakers of
more than one language, the
catharsis is nearly always
greater when swearing in one's
first language than any lan-
guages learned subsequently.

Swearing arouses the emotions.
This can be measured in auto-
nomic responses such as in-
creased sweating and some-
times increased heart rate.
These changes suggest that
swearing can trigger the "fight
or flight" function.

Neuroscientific research sug-
gests that swearing might be lo-
cated in different parts of the
brain from other speech re-
gions. Specifically, it might acti-
vate parts of the "limbic sys-
tem" (including features known
as the basal ganglia and the
amygdala). These deep struc-
tures are involved in aspects of
memory and emotion process-
ing which are instinctive and
difficult to inhibit. This might
explain why swearing can re-
main intact in people who have
suffered brain damage and
struggle to speak as a result.
Laboratory-based experiments
also show cognitive effects. We
know that swear words com-
mand more attention and are
better remembered than other
words. But they also interfere
with the cognitive processing of
other words/stimuli so it seems
swearing can sometimes get in
the way of thinking, too.

This may, however, be worth
it at least sometimes. In experi-
ments requiring people to sub-
merse a hand in icy water,
swearing produces pain relief.
In these studies, vocalising a
swear word leads to higher pain
tolerance and higher pain
threshold compared with neu-
tral words. Other studies have
found increased physical
strength in people after swear-
ing. But swearing doesn't just
influence our physical and

mental selves it also affects our
relationships with others.
Research in communication
and linguistics has shown an
array of distinctive social pur-
poses of swearing from express-
ing aggression and causing of-
fence to social bonding, hu-
mour and story-telling. Bad lan-
guage can even help us manage
our identities and display inti-
macy and trust as well as boost-
ing attention and dominance
over other people.

Despite having such a notice-
able effect on our lives, we cur-
rently know very little about
where swearing gets its power.
Interestingly, when we hear a
swear word in an unfamiliar
language, it seems just like any
other word and will not produce
any of these outcomes there's
nothing particular about the
sound of the word itself that is
universally offensive. So, the
power does not come from the
words themselves. Equally, it is
not inherent in the word mean-
ings or sounds: neither eu-
phemisms nor similar sounding
words have such a profound ef-
fect on us. One explanation is
that "aversive conditioning" the
use of punishment to prevent
continued swearing typically
occurs during childhood. This
may establish a visceral connec-
tion between language use and
emotional response. While this
hypothesis sounds correct, it is
weakly evidenced by only a
handful of studies that have in-
vestigated memories of child-
hood punishment for swearing.
There are almost no empirical
studies of links between such
memories and adult responses
to swearing.

To get to the bottom of why
swearing has such a profound
effect on us, we need to investi-
gate the nature of people's mem-
ories for swearing. What were
their significant swearing inci-
dents? Did swearing always
bring about unpleasant conse-
quences, such as punishment,
or were there benefits too? What
about people's ongoing experi-
ences of swearing throughout
the lifespan? After all, our re-
search shows that swearing can
sometimes help people bond
with one another. We think it
might be possible for swearing
to show a similar memory pat-
tern to that for music we re-
member and like the songs best
that we listened to during ado-
lescence. That's because, like
music, swearing possibly takes
on new meaning in adolescence.
It becomes an important way to
respond to the intense emotions
we tend to have during this
time, and an act that signals in-
dependence from parents and
connection with friends. So,
swear words and songs used
during this time may become
forever linked with important
and highly memorable experi-
ences. Research also needs to ex-
amine whether there is a link
between memories of swearing
and the effects observed in ex-
periments. This could show
whether people with more posi-
tive memories respond differ-
ently to those with negative
memories. A final point to con-
sider is whether swearing will
start to lose its power if it be-
comes more socially acceptable
and thus loses its offensiveness.
For now, however, it certainly
remains a faux-pas.

The power of swearing: How obscene words
influence your mind, body and relationships

W hile it's almost unnotice-
able to begin with, nearly

every cell, organ and biological
process gets a little bit worse every
year we're alive starting from age 30
or so. The sum of these processes is
what we know as ageing. For most
of us, loss of muscle strength and
mass are some of the first and most
obvious age-related changes we
see. While this might only start out
as a couple of extra little aches and
pains, over time a lack of muscle
mass can lead to a number of issues
including poor balance, frailty and
loss of independence. It's also asso-
ciated with a myriad of health prob-
lems, including higher risk of dia-
betes and cardiovascular disease
and even dementia.

While researchers aren't entirely
sure why muscle mass decreases so
much as we get older, the good news
is that we do know regular exercise
can help lessen this impact and can
even delay some of this inevitable
muscle loss. Regular physical activity
is also shown to lower risk of pre-
ventable diseases, maintain physical
function well into old age, and even

improve immune function. Given
how important muscle is for our
health, the best way to maintain
it after 30 is to keep moving. But
let's say you're someone who
hasn't regularly exercised in a
few years, or has never done
muscle-building exercises be-
fore. First and foremost, remem-
ber that ageing doesn't mean
you need to avoid heavy exer-
cise. Our research suggested
that younger and older men recov-
ered in a similar manner to heavy
muscle-building resistance training,
so long as the training was tailored
to each participant's fitness level.
However, it's important to consider
your abilities before you begin exer-
cising. A common mistake people
make after being off training for
years (or even decades) is trying to
do what they used to do, or doing too
much too quickly in those first work-
outs. This may lead to injury, so it's
important to build your workouts up
gradually. Realistically, the best
workout plan to follow is the NHS's
physical activity recommendations
for 18-65-year-olds.  This says people

should aim to be physically active
most days, and do muscle-building
exercises at least two days per week.
But what kind of muscle-building ex-
ercises should you do? Well, there's
actually a myriad of different types
of resistance exercise to choose
from, and all are more or less equally
as beneficial as the other. The cliche
people immediately think of is large,
muscular people lifting heavy
weights in a gym, but there many
more options out there. So if you pre-
fer doing bodyweight exercises such
as pilates, using resistance bands, or
hard work while gardening over lift-
ing barbells, that's what you should
aim to do twice a week. Enjoyment

counts for a lot, especially if it
means you'll keep doing your
new exercise routines.
Endurance-based exercise (such
as walking, running and cycling)
are also very good for you in mul-
tiple ways, beyond just building
muscle and improving heart
health. There's also a very clear
relationship between longevity
and doing light physical activity
daily. However, it's important not

to do too much of a good thing espe-
cially high-intensity, resistance-
based training. Research shows that
doing more vigorous high intensity
physical activity than recommended
isn't associated with substantial ben-
efits to longevity. For clarity, this
data doesn't suggest the high inten-
sity is negative in terms of health,
just that more isn't necessarily bet-
ter. From a dietary point of view,
many older people don't eat enough
protein. Sufficient protein intake is
necessary to increase and maintain
muscle mass even more so if you're
regularly exercising. Current guide-
lines recommend a minimum of 0.8
grams of protein per kg of body

mass per day for all adults.
But you'll need to double this to

1.6 grams per kg of body mass if
you're looking to build muscle. So
for a person who weighs 70kg, they
would need to eat around 112g of
protein per day to build muscle. This
would be the equivalent of eating
approximately one large chicken
breast, a protein shake, three eggs
and a can of tuna (though it will
vary depending on what products
you use, so be sure to check the la-
bels). This seems to be especially
important for physically active older
people(over 60 years of age). It's
also good to spread the protein you
consume evenly throughout the day
to help your body absorb so much
protein as it can per meal. While
muscle will still inevitably decrease
with age no matter how much you
exercise, being physically active
often is still one of the best ways we
know of when it comes to maximis-
ing both good health and fitness and
lifespan. And the earlier you make
exercise a habit, the better off you
may be in old age.

Muscle is important for good health here’s 
how to maintain it after middle age
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KARYN STAPLETON 

Neil Entwistle

F inally, after what was arguably the worst summer on record for
glaciers, snow has begun to fall in the European Alps. It is much

needed. Over the 19 years that I have visited and studied the glaciers in
Switzerland, I have not seen a summer like 2022. The scale of change is
staggering. Glaciologists like me used to use the word "extreme" to de-
scribe annual ice loss of around 2 per cent of a glacier's overall volume.
This year Switzerland's glaciers have lost an average of 6.2 per cent of
their ice extreme indeed. The new flurries of snow will form a protec-
tive blanket to shield and reflect 90% of the sun's radiation back into
the atmosphere and limits the warming and melting of the ice beneath.
When snow falls over the winter, and then subsequently doesn't melt
over the summer, it adds to the mass of a glacier. Over a few similar
years, gravity would take over and glaciers would start to advance
downhill. However over the past century, that has not been the case.
The protective layers of snow have not been thick enough to offset the
warming summer temperatures and on average glaciers around the
world have been wasting away since the end of the little ice age in the
mid-late 1800s. Back to this summer. Across the Alps, the preceding
winter had very limited snowfall and therefore glaciers were not well
insulated against the forthcoming summer melt season. Spring was
particularly harsh as natural atmospheric weather patterns carried
Saharan dust to Europe and blanketed the Alpine landscape. Since dust
absorbs more solar energy than snow (which is white and therefore
more reflective), the now orange-tinted snow melted faster than ever.
Then a major heatwave saw temperature records smashed across
Europe, with parts of the UK reaching 40 C for the first time. The Alps
were not spared. For instance Zermatt, a famous car-free Swiss village
in the shadow of the Matterhorn, recorded temperatures up to 33 C de-
spite being 1,620 meters above sea level. Glaciers in particular took a
beating. By July, the Alps looked like they normally look in September:
snow free, with snow and ice-fed rivers flowing at their peak. This was
not normal. The last time glaciers had an extreme melt season was in
2003 when, again, temperatures were very high across Europe, and a
heatwave killed at least 30,000 people (more than 14,000 in France
alone). That calendar year, 3.8% of glacier ice melted across
Switzerland. This year, for the first time ever, Zermatt closed its sum-
mer skiing. Guides stopped leading high mountain expeditions as per-
mafrost the frozen ground that binds rocks together was thawing and
causing almost constant rockfalls. Mont Blanc was closed. We are able
to put this in historical context thanks in part to work by the charitable
organisation Alpine Glacier Project which was established in 1972 and,
along with the University of Salford where I work, has led scientific ex-
peditions to glaciers near Zermatt every summer for 50 years. Scores of
students have helped to observe the effect of our warming climate
through chemically monitoring changes in meltwater, topographically
surveying the landscape and by taking photos from the same position
over the years. Over the project's five decades, Gorner Glacier and
Findel Glacier have retreated 1,385 metres and 1,655 metres respec-
tively. In Switzerland these glacial meltwaters are used for hydropower.
In fact, water falling on 93% of Switzerland ultimately passes through
at least one electric power plant before even leaving the country. So
one consequence is that melting glaciers help to compensate for low
rainfall in times of drought, filling reservoirs to supply the nations ener-
gy supply. You could argue that not all glaciers were equally affected by
this summer's catastrophic retreat and ice loss. In part, this is true. The
extent to which a glacier has melted does depend on the altitude at
which it is located, how steep the glacier tongue is, and how heavily it is
covered with debris. There may too be localised climate factors.
However, research just published has shown that Austrian glaciers have
also lost more glacial ice in 2022 than they have in 70 years of observa-
tions and therefore it is quite clear that severe melt has been the norm
in 2022. Visiting and viewing the geography of high mountain environ-
ments is a breathtaking experience, but my fear is that the continued
ice melt and extreme temperatures seen this year are not an anomaly.
Many more glaciers could be lost entirely within a generation. 

Glaciers in the Alps are
melting faster than ever 
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MSP hike 

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Tuesday
hailed the Centre's de-
cision to hike the min-
imum support price
(MSP) of six rabi
crops, saying it is an-
other move in the di-
rection of govern-
ment's commitment
towards doubling the
income of farmers.
The government on
Tuesday hiked the
minimum support
price (MSP) of six
rabi crops by up to 9
per cent, with Rs 110
per quintal increase
for wheat crop to boost
domestic production
and farmers' income.

Investors meet
Hyderabad: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday sought invest-
ments from business-
men here. By high-
lighting the natural
and human resources,
among others, and a
stable government in
Odisha, he said,"On
the strength of our ...
natural resources,
skilled human re-
sources, and stable
government, Odisha
is emerging as a lead-
ing destination for in-
dustries and invest-
ment." He was speak-
ing at the 'Odisha
Investors' Meet' hosted
by the State govern-
ment in collaboration
with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), the
national industry
partner for 'Make-in-
Odisha' conclave '22 to
be held in the capital
city of Bhubaneswar
from November 30 to
December 4, 2022.

Defence exports

Gandhinagar: India
registered defence ex-
ports worth Rs 8,000
crore in six months of
the current financial
year and aims to
achieve the target of
outbound shipments of
Rs 35,000 crore by 2025,
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said. He
was speaking at the
curtain raiser event of
Defence Expo
(DefExpo), scheduled
to be held from
October 18 to 22 in
Gandhinagar. Singh
said India's defence
sector has registered
exports worth Rs 30,000
crore after 2014 when
the Narendra Modi
government assumed
office at the Centre.

Manufacturing unit
Kolkata:
Manappuram
Jewellers Ltd, a
Manappuram group
company, has set up a
manufacturing unit at
Ankurhati in West
Bengal, an official
said. This unit, the
company's second
after Bangalore, will
be formally inaugu-
rated. "The unit has
begun on a 2,500
square feet location in
Ankurhati. We have
sought an additional
3,000 square feet for
expansion. We expect
to receive it in 3-4
months," the company
official said.

AGREEMENTS SIGNING

Adani Defence and Aerospace CEO Ashish Rajvanshi (right) with Air Works Group MD
and CEO D Anand Bhaskar during the signing of agreements to acquire Air Works for
an enterprise value of Rs 400 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 19:  

RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) mem-
ber Ashima Goyal on
Wednesday said that the
efforts of the Reserve
Bank to contain price rise
by repeatedly increasing
interest rates will help in
containing inflation,
which is likely to fall
below 6 per cent next year.

Goyal further said that
the policy rate hikes have
largely reversed pandem-
ic-time cuts but the real
rate remains low enough
not to hurt the growth re-
covery.

"With a lag of two-three
quarters, higher real rates
will reduce demand in the
economy. "International
commodity prices are soft-
ening with the global slow-

down and supply chain
bottlenecks have reduced,"
she told PTI in a telephon-
ic interview. In order to
control rising inflation,
the RBI on September 30,
raised the short-term lend-
ing rate for the third con-
secutive time by 50 bps to
take the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. Since May it has cu-
mulatively increased the
key interest rate by 190
basis points.

"The Indian government
is also taking action to re-
duce supply-side inflation.
Current projections show
inflation falling below 6
per cent next year," Goyal
said. The central bank is
mandated to keep inflation
at 4 per cent with a 2 per
cent margin on either side.
According to Goyal, a
mildly positive real inter-

est rate can act to reduce
inflation, with supportive
supply-side action, while
imposing minimal growth
sacrifice. She noted that
today the forward-looking
real interest rate is posi-
tive and such a rapid re-
sponse in an inflation tar-
geting regime to inflation
exceeding tolerance
bands, helps anchor infla-
tion expectations.

India's consumer price
index (CPI) based infla-
tion in September rose to
a five-month high of 7.41
per cent, remaining well
above the upper tolerance
level of RBI's inflation tar-
geting framework for the
ninth consecutive month.
Replying to a question on
the Indian rupee touching
a historic low, Goyal
pointed out that a more

depreciated rupee makes
imports more expensive
and hurts those who have
borrowed abroad but may
raise returns for some ex-
porters. While observing
that lower imports and
higher exports can help
reduce the current ac-
count deficit, she said the
dollar is strengthening
against all currencies as
rising Fed rates attract
funds back to the US.

"But INR depreciation
is less than most other
advanced and emerging
markets and equity in-
flows have returned re-
cently," she said, adding
that since the INR is mar-
ket-determined, this
means markets are fac-
toring in India's better
prospects and lower in-
flation.

RBI rate hikes to contain
price rise; inflation to fall

below 6pc next year New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Indian automobile in-
dustry needs to provide
flexi-fuel vehicles at vari-
ous price points quickly to
accelerate the adoption of
blended fuel technology,
Union Minister Hardeep
Puri said on Wednesday.
The government will pro-
vide comprehensive sup-
port from the supply, policy
and demand side for the
sale of flexi fuel - E10 (a
blend of 10 per cent
ethanol with petrol) and
E20 (20 per cent ethanol
with petrol) - vehicles, a vi-
able business proposition
for the auto industry, he
said here at an event organ-
ised by auto industry body
SIAM.

"I think, we need more
options to be created at var-
ious price points, including
two-wheelers and three-
wheelers and we need them

quickly," the Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas, and Housing and
Urban Development said.
He cited the example of the
launch of Japanese car
maker Toyota's first-of-its-
kind pilot project on flex-
fuel - a strong hybrid elec-
tric vehicle (FFV-SHEV)
that can run on 100 per cent
ethanol in India last week
to assert how things are de-
veloping on the blended
fuel front. Puri said the gov-
ernment is ready from the
supply side to launch E20.

"We are sure that the pro-
duction goal of 1,000 crore
litres will be achieved five
years beforehand, and we'll
be ready with the pilot proj-
ect of having E20 fuel avail-
able in select pumps by
April 2023," he asserted.

Auto industries needs to provide
flexi-fuel vehicles: Puri

̈ At various price
points to accelerate
blended fuel tech
adoption

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Axis Bank has increased
the marginal cost of funds
based lending rates (MCLR)
by 25 basis points across
tenors with immediate ef-
fect, the bank said on
Tuesday. The country's
third largest private sector
lender in a communication
on its website stated that
the benchmark one-year
MCLR is up by 25 basis
points to 8.35 per cent with
effect from October 18, 2022.

The hike in MCLR rates
by Axis Bank follows peer
lenders increasing lending
rates in response to a 50
basis increase in the repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on September
30. Earlier, Axis Bank
charged 8.10 per cent on
one-year tenor MCLR--
which is the benchmark
for the lenders to price
most of the consumer
loans such as auto, person-
al and home. Among other
tenors from overnight to
one-three and-six months,
the new rates are in the
range of 8.15 -8.30 per cent,
up by 0.25 per cent each.

Axis Bank hikes
MCLR rates across
tenors by 25 bps

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

India's internet freedom score
improved by two points to 51
in the global ranking following
efforts to bridge the digital
divide in the country, the US
government-funded NGO
Freedom House said. The
improvement in the score is
also based on reduced fre-
quency and intensity of inter-
net shutdowns in the country.
"Internet freedom in India
marginally improved over the
last year, following four years
of decline, as efforts to bridge
the country's digital divides
expanded access to the inter-
net. While the government
continues to impose internet
shutdowns, they have reduced
in their frequency and intensi-
ty," Freedom on The Net 2022

said.  India's score was 49 in
Internet Freedom in 2021.
According to report, legal
challenges to laws enabling
the government to censor
online content, including
against the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, have
seen limits imposed on some
powers. "However, the state
continues to block online con-
tent, and Indian internet users
risk arrest for posts critical of
the government.
Misinformation and disinfor-
mation are frequently shared
online, and journalists, non-
governmental organizations,
and members of marginalized
groups remain at risk of facing
hate speech and online
harassment," the report said.

Internet Freedom in India
improves after 4 years of
decline: Freedom House

New Delhi, Oct 19:  

Smartphone maker
Vivo on Tuesday said it
will release software up-
dates this month to make
most of its 5G-enable
handsets work with both
standalone and non-stand-
alone 5G networks.
Standalone 5G network
transmits only 5G signal,
while the signal with a
mix of 4G and 5G net-
works is called non-stand-
alone 5G network. At pres-
ent, Reliance Jio provides
standalone 5G network
while Bharti Airtel offers
non-standalone 5G net-
work. Vivo has launched
30 smartphones for 5G

services, which are com-
patible with non-stand-
alone 5G network. "More
than six of our smart-
phones are supporting the
5G SA (standalone) net-
work. Most of our smart-
phones are compatible
with NSA (non-standalone
network). We will release
software updates this
month which will make
most of our smartphones
compatible with 5G SA as
well," Vivo India Business
Strategy Head Paigham
Danish told reporters on
the sidelines of Vivo Tech
Day. Vivo is the third
largest smartphone seller
in India, as per IDC.

According to market re-
search firm IDC, the com-
pany had close to 17 per
cent market share in
terms of volume in the
April-June 2022 quarter.

Vivo to release software updates
for its devices this month

̈ To support 5G 
services of Jio 
and Airtel

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

TASVA, the mens Indian
wear brand from Aditya
Birla Fashion & Retail and
T a r u n
Ta h i l i a n i a n n o u n c e s
Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday as its first
brand ambassadors,
adding glamour and style
to all your celebrations!Get
ready to bring in the fes-
tive and shaadi season
with Bollywood’s hottest
duo. Ranbir Kapoor is seen
promoting the brand’s
range of ethnic clothing
with Ananya Panday in a
festive campaign film, re-
leased across media plat-
forms for the upcoming
festive season. Ranbir
Kapoor and Ananya
Panday represent the
changing mindset of mod-
ern India. Launched in
2021, TASVA aims to infuse
fresh energy into the

Indian celebratory experi-
ence for the male con-
sumer with its traditional
and fusion Indian apparel
that are high on un-
matched quality, comfort
and style. Its ethos of free-
dom to be oneself and let
individuality shine
through, is in perfect sync
with that of Ranbir
Kapoor and Ananya
Panday.

Sharing the announce-
ment, Mr. Tarun Tahiliani,
Chief Design Officer,

TASVA said, “Who better
than Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday to bring
alive the vision of TASVA
and its contemporary
styles. Like TASVA, they
have a natural sense of
style that’s effortless and a
perfect representation of
new age India. I am
thrilled to have their
charming and youthful en-
ergy, fuel the brand appeal
for our standout and fast
growing menswear
brand.”

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Realme, the most trust-
ed technology brand, has
launched realme Care
service system for a seam-
less and simplified end-to-
end customer support for
its users. The launch
marks the brand's entry
into its second phase of
growth with an added
focus on customer experi-
ence beyond expectation.
realme’s 70 million+ users
in India can now easily ac-
cess customer services
across both online and of-
fline touch-points ranging
from whatsapp to social
media and 1000+ service
centers across the country.

realme is committed to
improve customer service
experience and customer
satisfaction with high-
quality service. As the up-
dated service system of
realme, realme Care high-
lights the further deepen-

ing of the concept of “con-
sumer-oriented”.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement Mr Madhav
Sheth, CEO, realme India,
VP, realme and President,
realme International
Business Group said,
“realme Care is a testimo-
ny of our commitment to
serving the best to our cus-
tomers and our focus to
further build on our cus-
tomer experience.
Through this initiative, we
are ensuring a complete
service through digital
technology with ‘service
quality’ as the foundation
and ‘consistency, conven-
ience and care’ as the core
values. We are hopeful
that realme’s service will
become the customer ex-
perience benchmark in
the technology industry.”
realme has also an-
nounced realme Care+,
available at an affordable
cost starting INR489. The

Bengaluru, Oct 18: 

Get all festive ready
for some last-minute
shopping with Amazon
Great Indian Festival to
decorate your house to
match the festive mood.
Brighten up your home
and let the creative
juices flow in with the
budget-friendly options
available on Amazon.in.
Get elegant curtains
and cushions, wall
hangings, paintings,
sculptures, candle
stands, and comfortable
furniture such as a sofa
set, fitness & sports
equipment and more to
fulfill your last-minute
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Customers shopping
during the Great Indian
Festival can save 10%
withan instant discount

using Citi, ICICI bank,
Kotak, RuPay Credit
cards and Credit on
EMI; No-cost EMI using
Bajaj Finserv EMI card,
Amazon Pay ICICI
Credit card, Amazon
Pay Later and select
Debit & Credit Cards till
October 23rd, 2022. Over
& above customers can
save upto 10% extra via
Buy More & Save More
offers and coupons
across 10L+ products.
Also, customers can
avail same day delivery
on 4K+ products. Get
15% cashback upto Rs
200, no minimum pur-
chase on your first
order in Home, Kitchen
& outdoors and  upto
Rs.100 cashback on
order of Rs.1000 & above
on all UPI payments on
your first order.

Last-minute shopping deals
to match festive mood

TASVA announces Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday as brand ambassadors

Realme announces new
Care service system

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

With the Dhanteras
around the corner, the jew-
ellery industry is cautiously
optimistic about the demand,
mainly due to the exception-
ally high base last year, infla-
tion worries and the overall
rising cost of living. The in-
dustry is cautious despite be-
nign gold prices, which are
ruling at around Rs 47,000-
49,000 per 10 grams, and over-
all positive consumer senti-
ment. After the first wave of
the pandemic, revenge pur-
chases along with postponed
weddings boosted demand,

resulting in an exceptionally
good Dhanteras in 2021, with
sales crossing even the pre-
pandemic levels. Dhanteras,
which marks the first day of
Diwali in India, is considered
auspicious to buy gold and
silver as part of Hindu festiv-

ities. "The demand for jew-
ellery during Dhanteras is
likely to be at par with last
year as 2021 was an excep-
tional year for the industry
when the country slowly
inched towards normalcy
after the pandemic.

Jewellers cautiously 
optimistic this Dhanteras
̈ Expect business at par

with last year level

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
closed higher on
Wednesday, marking their
fourth straight session of
gains on the back of buy-
ing in index majors
Reliance Industries and
HDFC twins. The 30-share
BSE Sensex rose by 146.59
points or 0.25 per cent to
settle at 59,107.19 even as
11 of its constituents
gained while 19 declined.
During the day, it rallied
439.09 points or 0.74 per
cent to 59,399.69.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 25.30 points or
0.14 per cent to end at
17,512.25 with 18 of its
stocks ending higher and
32 closing lower.

Heavy buying in HDFC,

Reliance Industries and
Nestle helped indices close
higher for a fourth
straight session. Sensex
and Nifty gained more
than 3 per cent in the four-
day rally. From the Sensex
pack, HDFC rose the most
by 2.13 per cent. Nestle
rose by 1.91 per cent,
Reliance Industries by 1.88
per cent, ITC by 1.79 per
cent, HDFC Bank by 1.02
per cent and UltraTech
Cement by 0.89 per cent.
IT, pharma and most of
the banking stocks suc-
cumbed to selling pres-
sure. NTPC fell the most
by 1.77 per cent while State
Bank of India declined
1.64 per cent, and Bajaj
Finserv by 1.56 per cent.
HCL Technologies, Dr
Reddy's, Infosys and
Maruti were among the

laggards. "European mar-
kets interrupted their win-
ning run after a 40-year
high CPI in the UK.
However, the strong US
market due to healthy cor-
porate result announce-
ments is helping the do-
mestic market to sustain
the positive trend," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said
after the initial uptick, the
key indices witnessed a
gradual decline as partici-
pants preferred to book
some profits off the table.
Most sectors traded in line
with the move and ended
flat to marginal in the
green. The broader indices
too witnessed a similar
trend.

Sensex, Nifty settle higher for 4th straight day

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

The rupee plunged 61 paise to
decline below the 83-mark for the
first time against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid unabated for-
eign capital outflows and a strong
dollar in the overseas markets.
Besides, rising crude prices in the
international markets and risk-
averse sentiment among
investors weighed on the local
currency, traders said. At the
interbank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the local currency opened
strong at 82.32 but later pared
gains to settle at an all-time low
of 83.01(provisional) against the
American currency, down 61
paise over its previous close. In
the previous session on Tuesday,
the rupee slipped 10 paise to end
at 82.40 against the dollar.

Rupee plunges 61
paise to dip below

83-mark for first time
against dollar

Neeharika Roy: I learned how to rock
climb, shot sequence in a borewell and pit

T
V actress Neeharika Roy revealed
doing a stunt in the show 'Pyaar
ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan'.

She said action sequences are new to her
and that she enjoys doing them.

The actress, who is currently seen
playing the female lead Radha in the

show, stated: "I have performed many
stunts in the show and all for the first
time in my career. But I must say, every
day is new learning for me. I learned how
to rock climb, I shot a sequence in a borewell
and pit."

The show which is a love story of Radha (Neeharika) and Mohan
(Shabir Ahluwalia) will have an action sequence performed by Radha.

In the upcoming episode she will be seen being pushed by Damini
(played by Sambhabana Mohanty) into a fire to stop her marriage with

Mohan.

‘I prefer to make traditional
homemade mithai for Diwali’

W
ith festivals coming around the corner,
the lead actor of Star Bharat’s ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ Rachana Mistry

shares her plans for the Diwali festival.
Rachana Mistry who plays the role of

Vidhi opposite Iqbal Khan I the show
speaks about the excitement of cel-

ebrating this Diwali with her on
set family and how she keeps up

with the tradition of preparing
mithai on Diwali in the era where
everything is readymade available.

She says, “"In a world where everything is readymade, I
still prefer to make traditional homemade mithai for Diwali,
the world is going fast forward and somewhere in this fast
life we forget to enjoy our time to the fullest and especially
during the festival times. I believe no matter what we should
still keep up with the traditions and enjoy the time of festi-
vals, especially Diwali like old times and doing the same. I al-
ways celebrate my Diwali with the ritual of cleaning the
house and making mithais at home along with my mother. I
love to make all types of Diwali delicacies from making

‘Karanji’ which is my favourite to making ‘Soan Papdi’ and
‘Besan ke ladoo’.

'S
aat Phero Ki Hera
Pherie' actress Riya
Sharma talks about

her entry in the show
'Banni Chow Home
Delivery' and how her char-
acter is going to create
problems in the love story

of Banni (played by Ulka
Gupta) and Yuvan

(played by
P r a v i s h t

Mishra).

T h o u g h
the actress says
that she is not
happy that her entry is

going to create problems
in their relationship as
she loves their bond.

She says: "I am very
excited to be a part of
the show as well as a
bit nervous as Banni
and Yuvan have
great chemistry.
And I am enjoying

it as much as the au-
dience does. I know

people will go crazy

seeing me between these
two lovely love birds and
wonder who is coming be-
tween them and why is she
coming, but the story goes
on for the audience."The ac-
tress, who was last seen in
'Kashibai Bajirao Ballal'
says she is happy to get a
chance to play a parallel
lead in the show.

"After my last show, I
wanted to shift my focus to
other platforms. I didn't
want to do TV because here
you work for a long time,
you don't get much time to
do anything else. I am play-
ing an important character
named Tulika in the show.
The lead actor revolves
around Pravisht Mishra
and Ulka Gupta," she adds.

Moreover, the actress
also praises the makers of
the show, saying: "It is very
special to get a chance to
work with producers
Shashi and Sumit Mittal
and I realized that along
with shooting for the show,
I will get time to do other
things."

'Banni Chow Home
Delivery' airs on Star Plus.

'B
igg Boss
15' fame Tejasswi
Prakash is all set to

make her debut in Marathi cine-
ma with the film 'Mann Kasturi
Re'. The 29-year-old actress talked
about regional cinema and how the
makers are trying more bold and realis-
tic content.

She said: "Today the regional cinema
landscape has changed drastically - the mak-
ers are more experimental and are taking bold
steps when it comes to content. I'm really excit-
ed for my fans to see this film."

Tejasswi had made her mark in the TV indus-
try with her participation in reality shows like

'Khatron Ke Khiladi 10'. She is also remembered
for her role as Diya Singh in TV serial 'Rishta

Likhenge Hum Naya' or Uruvi in 'Karn
Sangini', and currently the actress is seen as
Pratha Gujral in 'Naagin 6'.

Post her stint in 'Bigg Boss 15', Tejasswi's
chemistry with Karan Kundrra has become the
talk of the town and the couple are grabbing
eyeballs for their posts and reels.

Now as she is going to
start a new journey by
being part of a
Marathi film, the ac-
tress said that being a

Maharashtrian it is
perfect for her to take

up the project and she
can connect well with it.

"I grew up watching
Marathi movies. Being a

Maharashtrian myself, it just felt
right to take up 'Mann Kasturi Re' since it
was a nostalgic moment for me," she
added. 'Mann Kasturi Re' is releas-
ing on November 4.

ACROSS

1. Texas shrine

6. Bartlett's kin

10. Exclamation of woe

14. Piano part

15. Operatic melody

16. ____ Ness monster

17. Terminated

18. Food shop

19. Greater

20. Singer Diana ____

21. Notched like a saw

23. Knotted

27. Person, place, or thing

28. Decoration

32. Manly

36. Apache chief

37. Fellow

38. Moreover

39. Cowboy's foot support

43. RI time zone

44. Got it! (2 wds.)

46. Detach

48. Gall

50. Remodeled

51. Besides

53. Wallet fillers

54. Abroad

58. Deck member

62. Ashen

63. Consumer

65. Forbidden

66. Requests

67. A few

68. Avoid capture

69. "____ we forget"

70. Quick cut

71. Fall flower

DOWN

1. One who mimics

2. TV host Jay ____

3. Says further

4. Conductor's title

5. ____ Glory

6. Wicked

7. Metallic rocks

8. Soundless

9. Egypt's capital

10. Yearly publication

11. Plunder

12. Land parcel

13. Lean-to

22. Pirate's liquor

24. Taverns

25. Give off

26. ____ Moore of "Ghost"

28. One more time
29. Compact
30. Command
31. From Oslo
33. Swindle
34. Undue speed
35. Made a choice
40. Nevada resort
41. "Once ____ a time..."
42. Do roadwork
45. Highest mountain
47. Scoundrels
49. Chicago trains
50. Motive
52. Author Dr. ____
54. Iridescent gem
55. Flower holder
56. BPOE members
57. Large truck
59. Border
60. Took a bus
61. Go-getter
64. Agent (abbr.)
65. ____ bag
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Remember that you can only remain in
charge as long as the others around you
support your personality and leadership
abilities, Aquarius. Avoid mutiny by taking
care of the people in your world instead of
simply trying to run their lives. Gain respect
with kind words and a sensitive attitude
rather than by enforcing harsh rules and
regulations that restrict and aggravate.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There should be no doubt in your mind
about which way to proceed, Pisces. Don't
let self-doubt sneak into the picture. Your
mind is sensitive and alert, so trust it. Take
the lead when you feel confident about a
situation. Make sure to eat plenty of pro-
tein-rich foods. They'll help stabilize and
bring you another step closer to the real-
ization of your dreams.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your rock-star attitude may be getting a
bit old now, Aries. People aren't going to
continue to listen to your demands for
attention. Every person in the world is
special, so try not to act as if you're the
only one who is. Help a child assemble a
new toy today or help a friend pick out a
new shirt. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ship is finally coming into port after
being out in rough seas for so long,
Taurus. It's time to dock the boat for a
while. Relax and explore the area. There is
nothing wrong with getting off your vessel
for a while. You may not even realize how
much you've missed solid ground until
now. Remember what it's like to be stable
again.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may still be on something of a high
from the last couple weeks. You will def-
initely be tempted to let the good times
continue to roll, Gemini. Think about
ways you can keep them rolling while
still maintaining good judgment. Don't
let things get too out of control today.
It's important that you maintain a bit of
stability at all times.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Communicate from a centered space
today, Cancer. Fortunately, the nature of
the day caters to your needs and desires.
You shouldn't have to work too hard to get
what you want. Things should come to
you naturally. You may wonder why you
got stressed out before over what now
seem to be small issues. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Work toward achieving a better unity
between you and the people around you,
Leo. It could be that certain people in your
circle of friends somehow feel alienated in
one way or another. Perhaps they don't feel
like they fit in with the rest of the group.
Remind yourself and others that everyone is
unique and that all should be equally
accepted despite individual differences.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Our will feel much better about yourself if
you get things done today, Virgo. Like a
meal that tastes good but isn't necessarily
good for you, you might enjoy this day by
being lazy, but you won't feel so good when
night comes and you realize that you haven't
accomplished anything. Use the day produc-
tively so you have a sense of fulfillment by
tonight.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might consider taking a rest today,
Libra. Like a sailboat on the ocean, you've
been taxed lately by all the turbulence.
The pressure on you has been tremendous.
Think about pulling your sails to half-mast
in order to take a break. You may not be
going as quickly as before, but you will find
that this is exactly the rest you need in
order to complete the voyage.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your thinking is apt to be quite clear
and rational today, Scorpio. This is
especially important since others will
be looking for your thoughts and opin-
ions on a certain matter. People will
know that they can get a straight and
honest answer from you, so don't dis-
appoint them. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

By being around negative and flip peo-
ple, you might inadvertently pick up
these habits. Be careful about your asso-
ciates, Sagittarius, because you will find
that others judge you according to the
company you keep, especially if you start
talking like them. Make sure to maintain
a respectful attitude and proper manners
no matter who your company is.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel like the world is caving in on
you in many ways today, Capricorn. It
could be that you've recently dug your
own little cave to crawl into and be safe
from the outside world. Realize that the
deeper you dig in unstable terrain, the
more unsteady the walls. If you aren't
careful, it's likely to come crashing down
on top of you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Tejasswi
Prakash: Today 

the regional 
cinema landscape

has changed 
drastically

Riya Sharma all
set to enter

‘Banni Chow
Home Delivery

C
elebrating the aus-
picious occasion of
Diwali, Rajshree

Thakur of Sony TV's
'Appnapan... Badalte
Rishton Ka Bandhan'
spoke about how she
celebrates Diwali
with her dear and
near ones, even tak-
ing a trip down
memory lane and
reminiscing about
her childhood days, cel-
ebrating this festival of
lights with her family.
Talking about how she
has carried on some tra-
ditions from her child-
hood into her present,
Rajshree Thakur who
plays Pallavi in the fami-
ly drama, talks about
how the festival of
Diwali is important for
her and her family.

Talking about the fes-
tivities Rajshree says,
"On the auspicious occa-
sion of Diwali which
symbolises the victory of
light over darkness, I cel-
ebrate the festival with
my family and closed
ones. As I remember
since my childhood we
have always celebrated
Diwali by hosting
Lakshmi Puja which is
followed by lighting the
house with diyas and in
today's age, even fairy
lights. My daughter and I
also decorate with ran-
goli around the house

a n d
we only burst non-pollut-
ing and no-noise crack-
ers. Here's wishing every-
one a very happy and safe
diwali, may your lives be
filled with love, light and
happiness."

In the narrative of the
story currently while the
celebrations of Pallavi
and Nikhil's marriage
are going smoothly, using
her cunning wit, Sonali
(Leena Jumani), Ranveer
(Jatin Shah) along with
Nandita (Rinku Dhawan)
are trying everything to
stop the wedding at all
costs.

Tune into 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan', every Monday
to Friday at 6:30 pm and
then again at 10:30 pm
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Rajshree recalls her
childhood days for
celebrating Diwali

B
ollywood actor Vicky
Kaushal has had a
great time shooting

for 'Sam Bahadur', so far.
The actor, who was seen
enjoying a game of cricket
after an early pack-up on
the film's sets a few days
back, has now wrapped up
the first schedule of the
film.
The actor took to his
Instagram to share the news
of schedule wrap-up with
his followers. Vicky Kaushal
shared an emotional post
where he wrote that after
two months and five cities,
it's a schedule wrap of the
film.
He wrote "After more than 2
months of relentless work
across 5 cities… it's a
SCHEDULE WRAPPP for the
SAM BAHADUR!!! Few more
cities and a few more
months to go. See you soon
Team, to continue our jour-
ney of making #SAM
BAHADUR !!! @meghnag-

ulzar @rsvpmovies (sic)".
The film, produced by
Ronnie Screwvala of RSVP
Movies, started its shooting
in August. Meghana Gulzar -
the film's director, also
shared the call sheet for the
day 40 of 'Sam Bahadur' in
the story section of her
Instagram, she wrote "Day
#40, lets do it (sic)."
'Sam Bahadur' is the story
of India's greatest war hero
and first Field Marshal, Sam
Manekshaw. Sam
Manekshaw's Army career
spanned over four decades
and five wars. He was the
first Indian Army officer to
be promoted to the rank of
Field Marshal and his mili-
tary victory in the 1971
Indo-Pak war led to the cre-
ation of Bangladesh.
The film, which features
Vicky in the titular role, also
stars Sanya Malhotra and
Fatima Sana Shaikh.
'SamBahadur' is set to
arrive in theatres in 2023.

Vicky Kaushal wraps
up first schedule of

‘Sam Bahadur’
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Hobart, Oct 19 (PTI):

Curtis Campher struck
his maiden half-century
after a fine show with the
ball to guide Ireland to a
six-wicket win over
Scotland and keep their
T20 World Cup Super 12
stage hopes alive here on
Wednesday.

Campher bailed out
Ireland from a spot of
bother while chasing a
challenging 177-run target
and took his side home
with one over to spare in
the first round Group B
match.

The win infused a fresh
lease of life to Ireland's
T20 World Cup campaign,
which had a stuttering
start as they lost by 31
runs to Zimbabwe in the
opener.

In trouble at 61 for 4 in
the 10th over, Campher (72
not out) joined hands with
George Dockrell (39 not
out) as the duo shared 119
runs for the unbroken
fifth-wicket stand to chase
down the target comfort-
ably in the end.

Campher decorated his
quick fire 32-ball knock
with seven fours and two
sixes, while Dockrell hit
four boundaries and one
maximum.

Lorcan Tucker (20), cap-
tain Andy Balbarinie (14)
and Harry Tector (14) were
the other notable scorers
for Ireland.

Campher's exploits with
the bat came after the all-
rounder turned out to be
the pick of bowlers for
Ireland with figures of 2/9
from his two overs of
right-arm medium fast
bowling. Earlier, Michael
Jones also hit his maiden
T20I fifty, a blazing 55-ball
86, to power Scotland to
176 for 5. Captain Richie
Berrington (37), Matthew
Cross (28) and Michael
Leask (17 not out) also

played useful hands for the
Scots. Scotland did not
have the best of starts
after opting to bat, losing
George Munsey early be-
fore Jones and Cross
shared 59 runs for the sec-
ond wicket to stabilise the
innings.

After Cross' dismissal,
Jones stitched 77 runs

with skipper Berrington
and a quick 33 runs off
just 16 balls with Leask be-
fore perishing in the
penultimate over.

Besides Campher, Mark
Adair (1/23) and Josh
Little (1/30) scalped a
wicket each for the
Irishmen. Both Scotland,
who stunned West Indies

by 42 runs in their opener,
and Ireland are on two
points from as many
games and in contention
to qualify for the Super 12
stage of the showpiece.

Ireland will take on the
West Indies in their last
first round match on
Friday, while Scotland will
be up against Zimbabwe.

Lahore, Oct 19 (PTI):

A 'disappointed' Pakistan
Cricket Board on Wednesday
requested the Asian Cricket
Council to convene an emer-
gency meeting in the wake of
BCCI secretary Jay Shah's
statement that India won't
travel to Pakistan for next
year's Asia Cup.
In its first official response to
Shah's statement that India
would like to play the conti-
nental tournament at a neu-
tral venue and not tour
Pakistan, the PCB said "such
statements can spilt the Asian
and international cricket com-
munities" and impact
Pakistan's visit to India for the
2023 World Cup. Shah, who
made the statement after the
BCCI AGM on Tuesday, also
happens to be the ACC presi-
dent. "The overall impact of
such statements have the
potential to split the Asian
and international cricketing
communities, and can impact
Pakistan's visit to India for the
ICC Cricket World Cup 2023
and future ICC Events in India
in the 2024-2031 cycle.
"The PCB has to date not
received any official commu-
nication or clarification from
the ACC on the statement of
the ACC President. As such,
the PCB has now requested
the Asian Cricket Council to
convene an emergency meet-
ing of its Board as soon as
practically possible to discuss
this important and sensitive
matter," the PCB said.
Pakistan has been allotted
hosting rights for the Asia Cup
which will be held ahead of
the ODI World Cup in India in
October-November. The T20
Asia Cup held last month had
to be shifted from Sri Lanka to
the UAE amid the economic
crisis in the island nation. The
2018 Asia Cup, scheduled to
be held in India, was moved to

the UAE after the BCCI could-
n't procure clearance from
government security agencies
to host Pakistan.
India and Pakistan only play
each other in Asian and ICC
events due to the political ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries. India last toured
Pakistan in 2008 while
Pakistan's last series in India
came in 2012-13. The PCB
said Shah's statement was
surprising and disappointing
at the same time. "The PCB
has noted with surprise and
disappointment of yesterday's
comments made by the ACC
President Mr Jay Shah with
regards to shifting of next
year's Asia Cup to a neutral
venue. "The comments were
made without any discussion
or consultation with the Board
of the Asian Cricket Council or
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(event host) and without any
thoughts towards their long-
term consequences and impli-
cations.
"After having presided over
the ACC meeting during which
Pakistan was awarded the
ACC Asia Cup with an over-
whelming support and
response from the ACC Board
Members, Mr Shah's state-
ment of shifting of the ACC
Asia Cup has clearly been
made unilaterally," the PCB
said. The officials from both
the PCB and BCCI will be con-
fronted with the issue at the
International Cricket Council's
board meeting in Melbourne
next month. The ICC is yet to
comment on the matter. A top
official from an Asian cricket-
ing nation hoped the matter
would be sorted amicably and
said there is no Asia Cup with-
out India or Pakistan. "It is the
biggest match of the Asia Cup
and with either team missing,
the tournament doesn't make
sense. There is a lot of time
left, but I hope the issue is
sorted. The neutral venue is
the best option if the BCCI
decides against sending its
team to Pakistan," the official
told PTI.

Jay Shah’s statement
can ‘split’ cricketing
communities: PCB

̈ Requests ACC to
call emergency
meeting

Brilliant Campher helps 
Ireland keep T20WC hopes alive

Hobart, Oct 19 (PTI):

West Indies kept alive their
hopes of reaching the Super
12 of the ICC T20 World Cup
with a comfortable 31-run
win over Zimbabwe here on
Wednesday.
Described as a must-win
game by skipper Nicholas
Pooran after their shock
defeat to Scotland, West
Indies posted 153 for seven
after opting to bat first at the
Bellerive Oval.
The total proved to be
enough as the West Indies
packed off Zimbabwe for 122
in 18.2 overs, with pacer
Alzarri Joseph picking for
four wickets for 16 runs in
his full quota of four overs.
The seasoned Jason Holder
also shone with the ball, tak-
ing three wickets for 12 runs
in 3.2 overs.
Opener Johnson Charles top-
scored for the West Indies
with a knock of 45 in 36 balls.
Charles came into the line-up
in place of Brandon King,
who is unwell.
There were useful contribu-
tions from Rovman Powell
(28) and Akeal Hosein (23 not
out).
Sikandar Raza was the most
successful bowler for
Zimbabwe, finishing with fig-
ures of 3/19 in four overs.
In their chase, Zimbabwe

were off to a flyer but lost
their way after scoring 55
runs in the six powerplay
overs, losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals.

Following the West Indies'
victory, Group B has become
wide open, with all four
teams currently on two
points each. 

Ireland's Curtis Campher and George Dockrell (R) celebrate their
victory during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket
match between Ireland and Scotland at Bellerive Oval in Hobart
on October 19.

West Indies win against Zimbabwe
to keep Super 12 hopes alive

West Indies' Jason Holder (C) celebrates with teammates
Shamarh Brooks (L) and Akeal Hosein after the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between West Indies
and Zimbabwe at Bellerive Oval in Hobart on October 19.

Dubai, Oct 19 (PTI):

India's Suryakumar
Yadav will enter the T20
World Cup as the second
best batter in the format
following an update of the
ICC Men's Player
Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Pakistan opener
Mohammad Rizwan (861
rating points) has extend-
ed his lead at the top of the
T20I batter rankings after
yet another consistent
showing during the tri-se-
ries in New Zealand, while
Suryakumar (838) is still
second ahead of the block-
buster clash between the
two neighbours at the
MCG on Sunday.

KL Rahul (13), Virat
Kohli (15) and skipper
Rohit Sharma (16) are all
static in the latest update.

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam is placed third
ahead of South Africa's
Aiden Markram and

Devon Conway of New
Zealand.

The only movement in-
side the top 10 following
the latest rankings update
for batters saw aggressive
New Zealand right-hander
Glenn Phillips jump an

impressive 13 spots to
equal 10th on the back of
his strong tri-series efforts
against Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

Hardik Pandya also re-
mained static at sixth spot
in the T20I all-rounder
rankings with 173 rating
points.

Bangladesh captain
Shakib Al Hasan will
enter the T20 World Cup as
the top all-rounder.

Shakib claimed the top
billing on the back of an
excellent tri-series against
New Zealand and
Pakistan, with the veteran
hitting consecutive half-
centuries during
Bangladesh's final two
matches.

Kuwait City, Oct 19 (PTI):

Skipper Taison Singh
and Gurkirat Singh struck
in either half as India
edged past hosts Kuwait 2-
1 in their final qualifica-
tion match but the third-
place finish in Group H
was not good enough to
qualify for the next year's
AFC U-20 Asian Cup.

India finished ahead of
Kuwait but behind toppers
Australia and second-
placed Iraq qualification
event, which identified
participants for next year's
tournament in
Uzbekistan.

Top teams from all the
10 groups and the five best
runners-up qualified for
the final tournament, with
Uzbekistan getting a direct

entry as hosts in the 16-
team continental event to
be held from March 1 to 18
in 2023.

India had lost 2-4 and 1-4
to Iraq and Australia re-
spectively in their previ-
ous group matches.

In the match against

Kuwait on Tuesday night,
Taison Singh and
Gurkirat Singh scored for
India while Saleh
Almehtab pulled one back
for the hosts at the Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Stadium.

India started on the
front foot, and in the very

first minute, a long throw
hurled into the box caused
some confusion in the
Kuwait defence, resting in
an Indian corner.

Himanshu Jangra made
a fine run at the near post
onto a Vibin cross, but his
effort went over the cross-
bar. India goalkeeper
Zahid Bukhari had to
make a crucial save a
minute later off a shot by
Fahad Alazmi. However,
Taison gave India the early
lead in the eighth minute
when he burst into the
box, skipped past his
marker and laced a power-
ful shot into the top corner.

Kuwait pounced on the
attack soon and Jarah
Alheleeli struck the
Indian cross-bar from a
free-kick.

Brisbane, Oct 19 (PTI):

India's second and
final warm-up game
against New Zealand
was on Wednesday aban-
doned without a ball
being bowled due to per-
sistent rain at The Gabba
here.

Both the Indian and
New Zealand teams
failed to hit the ground
as heavens opened up
during Pakistan's chase
of 155 against
Afghanistan at the same
venue in the first prac-
tice match of the day.

India had earlier de-
feated hosts Australia by
six runs in their first
warm-up match here on
Monday. Against

Australia, India rode on
half-centuries from KL
Rahul (57) and
Suryakumar Yadav (50)
to post 186 for 7, a target
which they defended de-
spite skipper Aaron
Finch's return to form
with a 54-ball 76. Drafted
into the side in place of
an injured Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammad
Shami (3/4) starred for
India with the ball in the
final over, which effected
four dismissals, includ-
ing three wickets for the
right-arm pacer. India
will open their T20 World
Cup campaign in a block-
buster clash against
arch-rivals Pakistan at
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground on Sunday.

Rain washes out India’s
second warm-up game
against New Zealand

Melbourne, Oct 19 (PTI):

India captain Harmanpreet Kaur
was on Wednesday ruled out of
the ongoing Women's Big Bash
League due to a back injury
according to her side Melbourne
Renegades.
Harmanpreet, the reigning
WBBL player of the tournament
had missed her side's opening
two matches due to internation-
al commitments as she led India
at the Asia Cup, winning the
title. English batter Eve Jones
may play in place of
Harmanpreet in the squad.
"Harmanpreet was fantastic for
us last season and we were look-
ing forward to having her as part
of our squad again this year, but
unfortunately she has been
ruled out through injury,"
Melbourne Renegades General
Manager, James Rosengarten
said in a statement. "Eve will
stay on with our squad for at
least the next couple of match-
es, as we work through the best

strategy for our squad for the
remainder of the tournament."
Harmanpreet won the player of
the tournament award last sea-
son after scoring 406 runs at a
strike rate of 130.96. With the
ball, she scalped 15 wickets
from 13 games.

Harmanpreet withdraws from
WBBL due to back injury

Geelong (Aus), Oct 19 (PTI):

The Asia Cup title is a
thing of the past now, in-
sists Sri Lanka captain
Dasun Shanaka, saying
their only focus right now
is to produce a perfect per-
formance in their must-
win match against the
Netherlands to qualify for
the Super 12 stage of the
T20 World Cup.

Stunned by Namibia in
their tournament opener,
Sri Lanka bounced back
strongly to beat UAE by 79
runs in a first round
Group A game.

But occupying the third
spot in Group A,
Shanaka's men will now
have to win their last
match against table top-
pers Netherlands on
Thursday to ensure their
place in the Super 12 stage.

"...I think Asia Cup
champions is history, so
it's just a title for us. There
is no pressure at all. We
just need to concentrate on
our own performances
and what we need to do to
make sure that we get into
that second round after
the next game."

"We know our strength.
The first game we didn't
execute in that match, so
we got beaten by Namibia.
But we are a far better
team from the team we
performed in the first
game," Shanaka said
ahead of the match
against the Netherlands.

The skipper lauded the
performances of Pathum
Nissanka (74) and
Dushmantha Chameera
(3/15) against UAE on
Tuesday, but said it's time
he and the big-hitting

Bhanuka Rajapaksa score
some runs.

"I think we need to have
myself (score runs) and
Bhanu needs to kick on in
this tournament, as well.

"Pathum Nissanka, he
really played throughout,
and it was an outstanding
innings. And Wanindu
and Dushmantha and even
Maheesh Theekshana, we
know how good they are
when it comes to these
kinds of games. They were
performing well. You saw
from the time they started
their careers," he said.

Sri Lanka are also trou-
bled by injuries in the
tournament with
Chameera being ruled out
of Thursday's match with
a calf injury. His further
participation in the tour-
nament, if the team pro-
gresses, also lies in doubt.

Asia Cup title is history, need to get
into Super 12s of T20WC: Shanaka

Suryakumar retains no.2 spot
in batters’ list ahead of T20WC

India beat Kuwait 2-1 win but could not
qualify for next year’s AFC U-20 Asian Cup

‘Nitish Kumar in touch with BJP’
New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Political strategist Prashant
Kishor claimed on Wednesday
that Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar is in touch with
the BJP and that he may go
for a tie-up with the party
again if situation demands so,
a suggestion dismissed by the
JD(U) as misleading and
aimed at spreading confusion.

Kishor, who is on a padyatra
in Bihar in what is widely seen
as a precursor to his fresh
entry into active politics, told
PTI that Kumar has kept a line
of communication open with

the BJP through JD(U) MP and
Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairperson Harivansh. Query
sent to Harivansh for his reac-

tion did not elicit any response
but his party rejected the claim
and asserted that Kumar will
never join hands with the BJP
again. Kishor said, "People
who are thinking that Nitish
Kumar is actively building a
national alliance against the
BJP will be surprised to know
that he has kept a line open
with the BJP. He is in touch
with the BJP through his party
MP and Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairperson Harivansh ji." He
suggested that Harivansh has
not been asked to resign his
Rajya Sabha post for this rea-
son even though the JD(U) has

severed ties with the BJP.
"People must keep this in

mind that whenever such cir-
cumstances arise, he can go
back to the BJP and work with
it," he said. The Janata Dal
(United) slammed Kishor, with
its spokesperson KC Tyagi not-
ing that the Bihar chief minis-
ter has publicly announced
that he will never again in his
life join hands with the BJP.
"We strongly refute his claims.
Kumar is in active politics for
over 50 years and Kishor for six
months. Kishor has made such
a misleading comment to
spread confusion," Tyagi said.

Two-year-old Pak child undergoes
bone marrow transplant 

Bengaluru, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Two-year-old Amyra
Sikandar Khan from
Pakistan has successfully
undergone bone marrow
transplant (BMT) in a city
hospital. Daughter of
cricket commentator
Sikandar Bakht hailing
from Karachi, she was re-
cently cured from
Mucopolysaccharidosis
type 1 (MPS I) with the
help of a BMT at
Narayana Health.

"Mucopolysaccharidosi
s is a rare condition that
has the potential to impact
the functioning of multi-
ple organs including eyes
and brain," the healthcare
chain's Chairman and
Founder Devi Shetty told
reporters on Wednesday.

Amyra (aged 2.6 years)
was saved using the bone
marrow of her father,
who was the donor, doc-

tors said. Dr Sunil Bhat
who treated the child said
mucopolysaccharidosis
is a condition wherein
there is an enzyme miss-
ing in the body. Because
of the deficiency of that
enzyme, the patient devel-
ops "a lot of changes in
the body, the liver and
spleen becomes big,
bones change".

Most of these children
with such rare conditions
become handicapped by
the age of 19, and most of
them die in the second
decade of their life. So,
bone marrow transplant
is one of the treatment
options for this, he ex-
plained.

"The girl did not have
any siblings and we
looked for an unrelated
donor but that was also
not available. That's why
we chose to use one of the
parents as donor, which

is known as half-matched
donor transplant," Dr
Bhat said. After four
months of the transplant,
the doctors found her
doing well and the en-
zymes have started to
normalise. The child's

mother Sadaf said she
had no idea about the dis-
order and approached Dr
Bhat after doing a lot of
research. She added that
the doctors and the para-
medical team were quite
approachable.

‘Unless Cong rediscovers Nehru, it has no future’
New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Congress has no fu-
ture unless it rediscovers
its leader and first prime
minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, CPI MP Binoy
Viswam said on
Wednesday.

He also claimed that nei-
ther of the Congress presi-
dential poll candidates
spoke about policy during

their campaign
but were "enjoy-
ing the festivity"
around the elec-
tion. Senior
Congress leaders
M a l l i k a r j u n
Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor
were in the elec-
toral contest,
with the former winning
the poll to the party's top

post. "Victorious
Kharge.. defeated
Tharoor..! Both
were keen not to
say anything
about policy.They
were enjoying fes-
tivity around
e l e c t i o n .
R e m e m b e r
Pattabhi-Subhash

Bose contest of yester
years? That was based on

policy debates. Unless
Congress re discover
Nehru,it has no future,"
Viswam said in a tweet.

It was way back in 1939,
when an electoral contest
decided who would be
Congress president and in
fact, Mahatma Gandhi's
candidate Pattabhi
Sitaramayya had lost to
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose.
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Political strategist and Jan Suraj
Abhiyan chief Prashant Kishor
addresses a press conference
during 'Jan Suraj Padyatra', at
Narkatiaganj camp in West
Champaran district, Wednesday.

Amyra Sikandar Khan, a 2-year old Pakistani child from
Karachi, with her mother Sadaf Khan at a press conference to
share the successful bone marrow transplant conducted by
Narayan Health, in Bengaluru, Wednesday. 
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Ecstatic pilgrimage
turns nightmarish

for TN family 
CChheennnnaaii,,  OOcctt  1199  ((PPTTII))::  What
began as a spiritual journey for
a family in Tamil Nadu to
shrines in the faraway
Himalayan ranges ended on a
tragic note with three of its
members getting killed in a
helicopter crash in
Uttarakhand.

The pilgrims believed that
the ecstatic trip to the famous
temples of Kedarnath and
Badrinath in the northern State
would bring unforgettable life-
time memories but the eventu-
ality --the accident-- was
nightmarish and it has shaken
the family, a relative said.
According to police sources,
the victims were Premkumar
Vanchinathan, his wife Sujatha
Premkumar and her relative
Kala Ramesh.

V Ramkumar, the elder
brother of Premkumar said
the trio had undertaken a 12-
day journey and when they
were about to complete the
pilgrimage tragedy befell
them. All the three people hail
from the city. 

"My younger brother V
Premkumar, his wife Sujatha
and their relative Kala Ramesh
had gone on a 12-day pilgrim-
age. When they were about to
conclude the trip, the accident
occurred. We came to know
about it this morning around
1.15 am." Ramkumar said.

Binoy Viswam

Kharge: 1st non-Gandhi Cong chief in 24 yrs 

M
apanna Mallikarjun Kharge, a staunch
Gandhi family loyalist from Karnataka, has
become the Congress' first non-Gandhi pres-
ident in 24 years. The 80-year-old leader suc-

ceeds Sonia Gandhi at the grand old party's highest of-
fice. Kharge defeated Member of Parliament from
Thiruvananthapuram Shashi Tharoor in the October 17
Congress' Presidential polls, which saw over 9,500 dele-
gates across the country voting.

Total Votes

Tharoor Invalid

Kharge

Early life and background
Mallikarjun Kharge was born in the
Varawatti, Bhalki Taluk, Bidar district,
Karnataka on July 21, 1942 to Mapanna
Kharge and Sabavva. He finished his
schooling from Nutan Vidyalaya in
Gulbarga and went on to obtain a
Bachelor of Arts degree from the
Government College, Gulbarga and his
law degree from the Seth Shankarlal
Lahoti Law College in Gulbarga. 

Political career
Kharge was elected MLA for nine times
in a row, seeing a steady rise in his
career graph from humble beginnings as
a union leader in his home district of
Gulbarga (renamed as Kalaburagi). He
joined the party in 1969 and went on to
become President of the Gulbarga City
Congress Committee. That Kharge was
unconquerable at the hustings was mir-
rored until 2014 Lok Sabha polls in
which he bucked the Narendra Modi
wave that swept Karnataka, particularly
Hyderabad-Karnataka region, and had
won from Gulbarga with a margin of
over 74,000 votes. However, in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls the veteran
leader was defeated by BJP's Umesh
Jadhav in Gulbarga by a margin of
95,452 votes. Kharge was leader of the
Congress party in Lok Sabha from 2014
to 2019 but could not become the leader
of opposition, as the grand old party
could not get the post as its numbers
were less than the mandated 10 percent
of the total number of seats in the
Lower House. Kharge was elected unop-
posed to the Rajya Sabha from
Karnataka in June 2020 and was the
17th Leader of the Opposition in Upper
House until recently, ahead of his resig-
nation from the post to contest the
Congress' Presidential election. 

A vocal critic of the Narendra Modi-led
government, Kharge's elevation to head
the Congress is expected to give a boost
to the cadre amid hopes that it would
unify the party leadership in the state
that goes to Assembly polls by April
next year.

Philanthropic and social activities
He is the Founder-Chairman of
Siddharth Vihar Trust that has built the
Buddha Vihar in Gulbarga, India. He is
the Patron of Chowdiah Memorial Hall
which is one of the premier concert and
theatre venues in Bangalore and helped
the centre get over its debts and aided
the centre's plans for renovation.

Personal life
Kharge married Radhabai on 13 May
1968 and has two daughters and three
sons. In 2006, Kharge said he follows
Buddhism.

Interesting facts about Kharge
Mallikarjun Kharge’s hobbies are read-

ing books, rational thinking, promoting
the campaign against superstition and
orthodox practices. He likes cricket,
kabaddi and hockey in sports. 

NNoo  oonnee  iiss  ssmmaallll  oorr  bbiigg  aanndd
wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  aallll  wwoorrkk  lliikkee

kkaarryyaakkaarrttaass  ((wwoorrkkeerrss))  ttoo
ssttrreennggtthheenn  tthhee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn..

AAllll  CCoonnggrreessss  wwoorrkkeerrss  ffeeeell
tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ccaannnnoott  bbee
ssaaccrriiffiicceedd  ffoorr  aa  ""ttaannaasshhaahh""
aanndd  ""wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttooggeetthheerr
ffiigghhtt  ""tthheessee  ''vviinnaaaasshhkkaarrii''

((ddeessttrruuccttiivvee))  ffoorrcceess..

Reimagining the Congress
It is clear that the grand old party cannot continue to function in an
old-fashioned way. While the party has every right to be nostalgic
about its past glory and proud of its governance track record, the fact

remains that it has to offer something new to the electorate to catch
their attention and reoccupy their mind space. It cannot live in the past.

Independent or Gandhi proxy
The immediate challenge before Kharge is to send a clear message that he is
not a proxy of the Nehru-Gandhi family. While Kharge himself and the Gandhis
are conscious of the fact that any instance of backseat driving by them could
reaffirm the perception that he is a lame-duck president and the real power
lies elsewhere, the question is how will he assert his independence. It is a
tricky terrain that has to be carefully navigated. The Congress cannot afford
any friction between Kharge and the Gandhis. After all, it is for the first time
since the 1970s that the party will have members of the Gandhi family active
but not holding the reins of the party. Many in the party, and of course the
rivals outside, will be keen to project Kharge as a doormat president.

Main
task

ahead



Burnt alive 
JJaaiippuurr:: Two children were
burnt alive after a
thatched house caught
fire in Pushkar town of
Rajasthan's Ajmer district
on Wednesday, police
said. The incident took
place in Chawandia vil-
lage where four children
were inside a thatched
house and their both par-
ents had gone out for
work, they said.

Seized 
NNeeeemmuucchh:: Police have
seized 14.5 kilogram of
smack worth about Rs 15
crore from a car in
Madhya Pradesh's
Neemuch district and
arrested an alleged drug
trafficker, an official said
on Wednesday. The con-
traband was brought from
Assam and was being
taken to Rajasthan,
Neemuch district
Superintendent of Police
Suraj Kumar Verma said.

Bail
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
granted bail to Samajwadi
Party MLA from Kairana
assembly seat Nahid
Hasan in a case of alleged
criminal intimidation. A
bench of Justices A S
Bopanna and P S
Narasimha noted the
material witnesses in the
case have already been
examined and Hasan was
not keeping good health. 

Mild quake
JJaammmmuu:: An earthquake of
magnitude 4.2 on the
Richter scale hit Ladakh on
Wednesday, the National
Centre for Seismology
said. The epicentre of the
tremor, recorded at 8.07
am, was 135 km north-east
of Leh belt of the union
territory, it said.

Protest 
DDhhaarraammsshhaallaa:: Supporters
of sitting BJP MLA from
Dharamshala Vishal Nehria
on Wednesday protested
against the denial of
assembly election ticket to
him from the constituency.
The BJP released its first
list of 62 candidates for
the polls to the 68-member
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly, dropping 11 sitting
MLAs, including Nehria. In
his place, Rakesh
Choudhry has been fielded
from the seat.

Jail 
RRaattllaamm:: A court in
Madhya Pradesh's Ratlam
sentenced a mining
department official to
judicial custody for
demanding sexual favours
from a woman five
months ago, after her
mine owner husband was
found allegedly indulging
in irregularities.

MODI AS STUDENT

PM Narendra Modi interacts with students during the launch of Mission Schools of Excellence at Trimandir, Adalaj,
Gujarat, Wednesday. 
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SP President Akhilesh Yadav
arrives to perform rituals for

immersion of his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav's ashes at Sangam, 

in Prayagraj, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Wednesday elected
Mallikarjun Kharge as its
president, the first non-
Gandhi to head the party
in 24 years at a time the
137-year-old party is strug-
gling to reverse its slide in
the country's electoral pol-
itics.

A staunch Gandhi fami-
ly loyalist from
Karnataka, the 80-year-old
leader defeated Shashi
Tharoor in an electoral
contest by bagging nearly
84 per cent of votes in the
party presidential elec-
tion.

Kharge got 7,897 votes
and Tharoor 1,072 votes,
while 416 votes were de-
clared invalid, Congress'
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry said at a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here.

Addressing a press con-
ference after his victory
Kharge said, "no one is big
or small, all have to work
together as 'karyakartas'
to strengthen
Congress...We have to fight
together against fascist
forces who are attacking
democracy and
Constitution."

Kharge said he will for-
mally take charge on
October 26.

Though a late entrant in
the Congress' internal
elections, held to choose

Sonia Gandhi's successor,
Kharge's victory was al-
most certain as he was
considered a 'family-ap-

proved' candidate. The last
non-Gandhi Congress
president was Sitaram
Kesri, who was unceremo-

niously removed in 1998
just after two years into
his five-year term. While
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said the
president was the
"supreme authority" and
would decide on the way
forward for the party, it will
be a challenge for Kharge
to send a clear message
that he is the one in the
driving seat and not a
proxy of the Gandhis.

Kharge's election also
comes at a time the party is
reeling under internal
rumblings and high-profile
exits after a series of elec-
toral debacles and has been
reduced to a shadow of its
former formidable self.

Mumbai, Oct 19 (PTI): 

United Nations
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres on Wednesday
said fighting terrorism
must be a global priority,
adding no cause can justify
terrorism of any kind.

Speaking after paying
floral tributes to martyrs of
the 26/11 terror attacks in
Mumbai at Taj hotel,
Guterres said people need
to recognise the diversity
and richness of cultures to
stay together. "Fighting ter-
rorism should be the global
priority of every country,"
said Guterres. "Terrorism
is absolute evil and has no

place in today's world. No
cause and no incident can
justify terrorism,"
Guterres said.

"One of my first acts
after becoming Secretary
General was to establish an
office for counter-terror-
ism to cooperate, guide and

prepare countries in the
fight against terrorism," he
said. "This office is fighting
against the roots of violent
extremism. Be it religion
or ethnicity or beliefs, no
reason can justify violent
extremism," he said.
Describing the 26/11 terror
attacks as one of the most
barbaric acts of terrorism
in history, Guterres said
the 166 victims of the at-
tacks are "heroes of our
world". "I want to express
my deepest condolences to
the family and friends and
to the people of India and
also those from other parts
of the world who lost their
lives," he said.

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) has is-
sued a notice to Ghaziabad
police in connection with
the brutal gang-rape of a
38-year-old woman recent-
ly, with the panel chief
saying the attack remind-
ed her of the Nirbhaya
case. The woman, a resi-
dent of Delhi, was found
"wrapped in a jute bag,
with her hands and legs
tied and an iron rod insert-
ed in her private part," the
DCW said.

According to the panel,
the woman was waiting
for an auto-rickshaw in
Ghaziabad to attend her
brother's birthday celebra-
tion on October 16 when
four men kidnapped her in
an SUV. They, along with

another man, allegedly
gang-raped and tortured
her for two days, it said.

The woman is being
treated at a hospital in
Delhi, but is in a "very crit-
ical condition", it said.

The notice has been is-
sued to Ghaziabad Senior
Superintendent of Police
seeking an action taken re-
port and a copy of the FIR
along with details of ar-
rests made.

DCW chief Swati
Maliwal said, "The inci-
dent is very horrific and
disturbing. It reminds me
of the Nirbhaya case. All
accused must be arrested
immediately and strict ac-
tion taken against them. I
fail to understand how
long women and children
be subjected to such ex-
treme brutality." 

Prayagraj (UP), Oct 19 (PTI):

RSS leader Dattatreya
Hosabale on Wednesday
said religious conversion
and migration from
Bangladesh are causing
"population imbalance" and
called for strict implemen-
tation of anti-conversion
laws.

Addressing reporters
after a four-day all-India
working committee meet-
ing of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh here,
the RSS general secretary
said the organisation is try-
ing to create awareness on
conversions. He said as a re-
sult there has been a
favourable outcome of
"Ghar Wapsi" -- the Sangh
Parivar effort to bring back
to the Hindu fold people it
says converted to faiths like
Islam and Christianity.

He said the existing laws
to prevent religious conver-

sion need to be implement-
ed strictly. This was an ap-
parent reference to laws in
some states, including Uttar
Pradesh, that prohibit con-
version by force or allure-
ment, particularly through
marriage. RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat too attended the
meet in Prayagraj from
October 16 to 19.

Hosabale claimed that

after conversion, infiltra-
tion was the second biggest
cause of "population imbal-
ance." "Population imbal-
ance caused by infiltration
from Bangladesh has been
seen in districts of north
Bihar, including Purnia
and Katihar, and in other
states,'' he said at the press
conference in Gohania, 25
km from the district head-
quarters. The RSS leader
said those who changed
their religion should not get
the benefit of reservation.

He referred to the com-
mittee formed under for-
mer Chief Justice of India
K G Balakrishnan to exam-
ine whether communities
that adopted other religions
should get the Scheduled
Caste status.

Hosabale said the meet-
ing also discussed increas-
ing the participation of
women in social activities
of the Hindu community.

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said
the Kamakhya
Temple in Assam
is not being prop-
erly maintained,
saying there can-
not be any compro-
mise on hygiene.

A bench of
Justices Ajay
Rastogi and C T
Ravikumar was
hearing a matter relating to
the maintenance of the
temple.

"I was there during the
vacations, and the temple is
not being properly main-
tained. This is my personal
opinion. There can't be any
compromise on hygiene,"
Justice Rastogi observed.

Senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, appearing for the
temple, submitted that this

is a case where certain peo-
ple wrote letters saying hy-
giene is not being taken
care of. He told the court
that the temple has been
taken care of by roping in
expert bodies like the

Indian Institute of
Technology.

The apex court
deferred the mat-
ter for hearing in
January 2023 to
enable a possible
amicable solution
between the par-
ties.

The top court
had in December

2021 disposed of a contempt
plea by the elected Dolois
(priest) representing mem-
bers of Bordeuri Samaj of
Kamakhya Devalaya alleg-
ing misappropriation of
funds by the Kamakhya
Debutter Board.

Nestled amongst the pic-
turesque Nilachal hill atop
Guwahati city, the world fa-
mous Kamakhya temple is
the centre of Shakti cult.

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Central govern-
ment is following
"token to total" ap-
proach by not only
opening Health
and Wellness
Centres but also
ensuring increased
medical profes-
sionals and their
training through
more medical col-
leges, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Wednesday.

Mandaviya made the re-
marks after digitally inau-
gurating two CGHS
Health and Wellness
Centres (HWCs) in
Mysuru, Karnataka and
Chandrapur in
Maharashtra in the pres-
ence of Union Minister of
State for Health Bharati
Pravin Pawar here.

Speaking at the event,
Mandaviya said that the
two HWCs will play a piv-
otal role in providing

good medical facilities to
the people of Karnataka
and Maharashtra.

Congratulating
the beneficiaries
on opening of the
CGHS HWCs at
Mysuru and
Chandrapur, he
stated that "it is
our government's
responsibility to
provide quality
healthcare servic-
es to our employ-

ees and retired officials".
Mandaviya said these

centres would help in-
crease the ease of attain-
ing medical services and
highlighted that the num-
ber of CGHS centres has
increased from 25 in 2014
to 77 today.

"The Union govern-
ment is following 'token to
total' approach by not
only opening HWCs but
also ensuring increased
medical professionals and
their training through
more medical colleges,"
he said.

Junagadh, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday slammed
those who constantly
`abuse and insult' Gujarat
and asked people to teach
them a lesson.

Without naming any-
one, he urged the people of
the state, where Assembly
elections are due by
December end, to stay
away from "pessimists"
and those who "dish out
lies".

Modi was speaking at a
rally in Junagadh city in
Saurashtra region after
launching development
works worth Rs 4,155
crore. "If anybody from
India achieves something
or is successful in some-
thing, as an Indian you
will be filled with pride or
not? If scientists from

South India become suc-
cessful in ISRO you will be
happy or not? If a youth
from Haryana bags a gold
medal in the Olympics,
you will be happy or not?"
Modi asked the crowd.

"Of course, any Indian
will be happy with the
achievements of any other
Indian living anywhere in
the country," he added.

"For the last two
decades, we have seen that
people with distorted men-
tality do not like it when-
ever something good hap-
pens for Gujarat or a
Gujarati achieves some-
thing. They insult Gujarat
and abuse Gujarati peo-
ple," the prime minister
went on to say. Some politi-
cal parties believe that
"their ideology is incom-
plete" if they did not abuse
Gujarat and Gujarati peo-
ple, he further said.

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Road Transport and
Highways Secretary
Aramane Giridhar has
been named the new de-
fence secretary as part of
a top-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the
Centre on Wednesday.

Giridhar, a 1988-batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of the
Andhra Pradesh cadre,
has been appointed as
Officer on Special Duty in
the Department of
Defence. He will take over
as secretary of the
Department of Defence
after the retirement of
Ajay Kumar on October 31,
a personnel ministry
order said. National
Highways Authority of
India chairperson Alka
Upadhyaya will be the new
road and transport secre-
tary replacing Giridhar.

Kharge elected as Cong prez
̈ First non-Gandhi 

in 24 yrs

Newly elected Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge being 
greeted by supporters at his residence, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Kharge got 7,897 votes and Tharoor 1,072 votes, while 416 votes
were declared invalid, Congress' central election authority
chairman Madhusudan Mistry said at a press conference at the
AICC headquarters here.

Addressing a press conference after his victory Kharge said,
"no one is big or small, all have to work together as 'karyakar-
tas' to strengthen Congress...We have to fight together against
fascist forces who are attacking democracy and Constitution."
Kharge said he will formally take charge on October 26.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on Wednesday
congratulated Mallikarjun Kharge on being elected as president
of the Congress, extolling his political skills and experience.
State Congress chief Mohan Markam met Kharge in Delhi and
congratulated him. "Congratulations and best wishes to Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge ji, who is the signature and institution of the
combined experience of political acumen, organizational expe-
rience and parliamentary system, on being elected the presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress," Baghel tweeted in Hindi.
"We all party workers are ready to strengthen the country and
party under your leadership," he added.

Poll equations

‘Will work together, need to fight fascist forces’

Baghel congratulates Kharge

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greeted Congress
leader Mallikarjun Kharge
on his election as party
president on Wednesday
and wished him a fruitful
tenure. "My best wishes to
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge Ji
for his new responsibility as
President of @INCIndia.
May he have a fruitful
tenure ahead," Modi tweet-
ed. Kharge was elected
Congress president, defeat-
ing Shashi Tharoor in an
electoral contest, the sixth
in the party's 137-year-old
history. The Karnataka
leader will formally take
over as the party's president
on October 26. He will be
the first party president
from outside the Gandhi
family in 24 years.

Modi wishes Kharge
‘fruitful tenure’ 

Woman gang-raped, DCW
issues notice to police Jammu, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF)
chief Yasin Malik, who is
lodged in Delhi's Tihar
Jail in a terror financing
case, on Wednesday ap-
peared in a special court
here through Video confer-
encing in connection with
the 1990 killing of four Air
Force personnel person-
nel. The special Terrorist
and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act court has
now issued the production
warrant to the CBI for
cross-examining witness-
es in the case on October
23. "Malik appeared
through virtual mode.
Malik is the main accused
among 10 accused in the
case," Senior advocate S K
Bhat, who appeared on be-
half of the prosecution,
said.

‘Fighting terrorism must be global priority’

‘Conversion, ‘infiltration’ 
causing population imbalance’

RSS GS Dattatreya Hosabale
addresses a press conference
during the ongoing four-day
'Akhil Bharatiya Karyakari

Mandal Baithak', near
Prayagraj, Wednesday.

SC questions poor upkeep
of Kamakhya temple

̈ Says no compromise
on hygiene

PM TO PEOPLE

'Teach lesson to those
who ‘abuse and insult’

Gujarat, Gujaratis’

Aramane Giridhar
named defence

secretary
̈ Sanjay Malhotra new

revenue secretary

‘Centre to provide quality healthcare
services to its employees’

Mansukh
Mandaviya

Yasin Malik appears
in special court

Antonio Guterres

Alice Samuel

BBhhiillaaii::  Padmanabhpur resi-
dent Alice Samuel left for
heavenly abode on October
16. She breathed last at
Coimbatore. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out from
her residence situated at
MIG 415, Padmanabhpur on
October 20 around 10:30 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Christian Cemetery. She
was the mother of Shobha
Thomas and Smita John and
mother-in-law of Johnson
Thomas and Shibu John.

OBITUARY
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1199:: A meeting of the
Mayor in Council of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation was organ-
ised on Wednesday under the
chair of Mayor Neeraj Pal and in
the presence of Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas and
Additional Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi. In the meeting, the MiC
approved many important works
and discussed many important
topics to be carried out. 

It was decided to build  air-con-
ditioned bus stops in the areas
under BMC which will be fully
equipped. For this, the corporation
will only give space to the private
agency and the agency will do all
the work in lieu of putting up ad-
vertisement boards etc. The place
is being selected giving priority to
the site along the National
Highway. The construction of an
air-conditioned bus stop will also
get rid of illegal occupation, while
the passers-by will not have to

sweat during the hot summer
days. 

The Mayor has given instruc-
tions to the officials to select the
site soon so that people can get
the benefit of it in the coming
days. The next most important
task will be in the direction of
roads. Smart roads will be con-
structed in Bhilai. For this, smart
roads will be made at 10 places,
the specialty of these roads will be
road marking and installation of
cat eyes, beautiful and attractive
plants, rope lights and reflective
boards. 

10 major roads of BSP have
been selected for making smart

roads. The MiC has already given
approval for the beautification of
all the main roads of area other
than the township. Due to the in-
terest of the Mayor, development
work is being done prominently in
both the areas divided by the rail-
way track. Along with this, a grand
dome shed will be constructed at
Hudco's Dussehra ground and de-
velopment work will be done in
the ground. Chainlink fencing, toi-
lets, grass and high mask lights
will be installed in this ground of
HUDCO. This will change the pic-
ture of HUDCO sector. 

This ground of HUDCO is visible
as soon as one enters, now this

ground will soon be rejuvenated
and the ground will be seen in a
different form, which will benefit
the residents of Bhilai and the
local residents. MIC has also given
approval for construction of toilets
in Ward No 48, Zone No. 3, along
with it, offer rates will be invited
from interested persons for the
operation/management and main-
tenance of Mangal Bhawan locat-
ed in Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Nagar, Ward No 51 of Shivaji
Nagar area. 

The Mayor's council has unani-
mously given green signal for the
Chainlink fencing work to secure the
vacant land in front of the PDS build-
ing in ward no 5. Siju Anthony,
Laxmipati Raju, Sandeep Nirankari,
Ekansh Banchore, Saket
Chandrakar, Malti Thakur, Keshav
Choubey, Aditya Singh, Meera
Banjare, Rita Singh Gera, Lal Chand
Verma, Chandrashekhar Gawai and
Mannan Ghaffar Khan were present
in the important meeting. 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1199:: For the conven-
ience of the citizens, Corporator
Vashisht Narayan Mishra is
going to open a Janta Clinic on
the auspicious occasion of
Deepawali at Janta Office,
Sector-1. IGP (Durg Range)
Badrinarayan Meena released
the poster of Janta Clinic on
Wednesday. 

Corporator Vashisht Narayan
Mishra and former Corporator
Lalit Mohan informed that the
concept of Janta Clinic has been
introduced to provide free treat-
ment to the public. This clinic
will be run in collaboration with
renowned hospitals of the city.
With the support of Shri
Shankaracharya Hospital
Junwani, Paediatricians and
Ophthalmologists will be pres-
ent at Janta Clinic on every
Friday and Saturday from 9 to
11 am; Surgery and

Dermatologists from 11:00 hrs
to 13:00 hrs; General Physicians
and Orthopedics 13:00 hrs to
15:00 hrs; Gynecology and ENT
specialists during 15:00 hrs to
17:00 hrs.  Dr Neeraj, Dr Tilesh
Khusro, Dr Afsana Qureshi will
render their services on the first
Thursday of the month in asso-
ciation with Sparsh Hospital
Ramnagar. Apart from this, Dr R
Pipersania and Dr Jai Tiwari will
be available from 12:00 hrs to
13:00 hrs on Sundays, Dr
Mainak Dev Sikdar

(Psychiatrist) will be available
from 12:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs on
Sundays. Apart from this, den-
tist Dr Savita Kabadwal will also
provide her services.
Welcoming the initiative of
Janta Clinic, IG Meena, in the
brief program of poster release,
expressed hope that the public
would get the best medical fa-
cilities. Manish Dubey, Sonal
Sharma and others were pres-
ent. Necessary medicines will
be given to the patients in the
Janta Clinic.
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Bhilai, Oct 19: BA (Part-1)
students Rukhsar Ali
(Sahiba), Jyoti Prajapati
(Neha) and D Anusha of
Dev Sanskriti College of
Education and Technology
(DSCET) brought laurels to
the college by winning gold
medals in the 72nd Junior
national West Zone
Basketball Championship
held at Bhilwara in
Rajasthan.

Sports i/c of the college,
Afreen informed that the
students worked hard to
achieve success in the field
of sports. The college fra-
ternity always encouraged
and supported them in
their venture.

College Director Jyoti
Sharma extended best
wishes to the students on
this achievement and moti-

vated them to continue
working hard with dedica-
tion and commitment. She
further assured monetary

assistance to them. All the
teachers and students of
the college have greeted
them on this achievement.
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Bhilai, Oct 19: PG
Department of Botany or-
ganised a talk on
Horticultural Practices
on October 17, 2022 with
an objective to spread
how we can grow fruit
and vegetable crops at our
home and get a pesticide
free product and also the
students were promoted
to get their earnings by
the proper use of
Horticultural practices.

The Resource Person of
the programme was
Mukesh Kumar Wasnik,
Senior Horticulture
Development Officer,
Government Horticulture
Nursery Ruabandha,
Durg CG. He gave various
important points regard-
ing the art of cultivating
plants in gardens to pro-

duce food and medicinal
ingredients and empha-
sized on the importance
of grafting in various
areas like in producing
dwarf and disease resist-
ant varieties. He encour-
aged the students for tak-
ing a balanced diet which
is necessary for providing
the body with essential
nutrition and to avoid fast
foods.

Convenor of GE
Foundation Pradeep
Pillai also attended the
programme and felicitat-
ed 18 volunteers of M Sc
Botany who helped in
successfully conducting
the cultural Programme
"Abhivyakti ki Udaan" in
which specially abled stu-
dents from eight schools
participated which was
conducted on September
18, 2022 in the auditorium

of Bhilai Nair Samajam
School Sector 8.

Dr MG Roymon
Principal of St Thomas
College felicitated
Mukesh Kumar Wasnik
and Pradeep Pillai by pre-

senting a memento as a
token of gratitude and
also shared his view re-
garding the importance of
Horticultural Practices
and emphasized on culti-
vating vegetable and fruit

plants and motivated the
students to use the land of
the college botanical gar-
den for cultivating the
plants and earn the
money for their needs.

He also congratulated
the volunteers for their
participation in various
programmes conducted
by GE Foundation.
Administrator Fr Joshi
Varghese also encour-
aged the students for
maximum utilization of
the various techniques
mentioned in the talk and
congratulated the volun-
teers.

Dr Jyoti Bakshi, Head
of PG Department of
Botany gave vote of
thanks. The programme
was successfully conduct-
ed by Dr Suruchi Parkhi,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany.

Topworth agrees to provide 
wage hike and bonus

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: The agita-
tion of workers of
Topworth Steel and Power
Private Limited, Rasmada,
ended on the second day
after receiving written as-
surance from the manage-
ment regarding wage hike
and bonus. HMS leader HS
Mishra informed that the
workers and labourers of
Topworth have integrated
themselves under the ban-
ner of a registered trade
union.

They had launched agi-
tation on October 18 press-
ing a charter of demands.
The agitation continued
on October 19 also and fi-
nally around 16:00 hrs, the
management agreed to
provide a uniform salary

hike of Rs 6000 to all the
workers.

A copy of this salary
hike order was handed
over to the Union's Patron

HS Mishra in presence of
the agitating workers. The
management further as-
sured to provide a bonus to
all the workers. All the

workers expressed grati-
tude towards the manage-
ment and shared their
happiness by distributing
sweets.

Union Minister of Civil Aviation &
Steel & MoS for Rural Development &

Steel visit SAIL Corporate Office
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19:
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Union Minister of Civil
Aviation and Steel and
Faggan Singh Kulaste,
Minister of State for
Rural Development and
Steel visited the
Corporate Office of Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) at Lodi
Road New Delhi on
Wednesday.

The ministers were ac-
companied by senior offi-
cers from the Ministry of
Steel. They were wel-
comed by Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL and
other Directors of the
Company informed a
press communique from

the local unit of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant.

This visit of both the
ministers to the
Corporate Office of the

Maharatna Company
SAIL was in the back-
drop of "Special
Campaign 2.0" recently
launched on October 02,

2022 by the Government
on India.

Under the "Special
Campaign 2.0", activities
relating to Cleanliness,
Review & Simplification
of Rules & Procedures,
Review of Record
Management system,
productive use of space
and disposal of waste
materials, Enhancing
Work Place experience
are being undertaken at
all Steel Plants and Units
of SAIL.

During their interac-
tion, Ministers appreciat-
ed the cleanliness drive
undertaken by SAIL and
urged the employees to
maintain cleanliness at
all times in all spheres as
a way of life.

SAIL employees to get
Rs 40500 bonus

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: The em-
ployees of various units
of SAIL will get Rs 40500
as bonus this year.
Meetings of SAIL man-
agement and core group
union leaders were held
on September 19,
September 24, October
10 and October 18 at New
Delhi to deliberate and
finalize the annual pay-
ment to be made under
SAIL Performance
Incentive Scheme to
non-executive employ-
ees for the year 2022-23.

After detailed deliber-
ations and subsequent to
internal consultations
amongst workers repre-
sentatives and keeping
in view the all over im-
provement in perform-
ance and saleable steel

production fulfilment, it
was decided to increase
the payment to be made
by Rs 7000. Accordingly,
it was agreed that an
amount of Rs 28000
would be paid to all the
non-executives at plants
/ units before diwali as
ex gratia / bonus.

Further, one time
amount of Rs 12500 will
be paid for the splendid
performance of SAIL in
2021- 22 out of which
25% may be paid now
and remaining 75% will
be paid before 31st
March 2023 or on finali-
sation of the scheme
whichever is earlier.

As regards the non ex-
ecutive trainees at all
plants units, they would
be paid Rs 26000 as
bonus amount the non
executive trainees would

be paid rupees 7000 for
splendid performance of
SAIL in 2021- 22 out of
which 25% will be paid
now and 75% will be
paid before 31st March
2023. Workers represen-
tatives representing the
trade unions jointly
agreed for the payment
to be made to non-execu-
tives of the respective
plant /unit.

Dr G Sanjeeva Reddy
and BN Chaubey from
INTUC; Lalitmohan
Mishra and Biwarup
Bandopadhyaya from
CITU; D Adinarayan and
Ramashray Prasad
Singh from AITUC;
Sanjay S Vadhavkar and
Rajendra Singh from
HMS, DK Pandey and
Ranjay Kumar from
BMS were present in the
meeting.

BMS demands immediate payment
of bonus to contract workers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 19: Under the
leadership of BMS con-
tract cell in-charge
Harishankar Chaturvedi,
a delegation of BMS visit-
ed the Industrial Relations
Department and submit-
ted a memorandum to the
General Manager of IR de-
partment. They stated that
the contract workers
working in Bhilai Steel
Plant have demanded
bonus payment before
Diwali.

Thousands of contract
labourers work in Bhilai
Steel Plant and play a vital
role in the steel produc-
tion. The union leaders al-
leged that the contract
workers are being exploit-
ed by the contractors.
They further said that an
order has been issued by

the plant management to
pay the bonus to the con-
tract workers. T

he union has received
several complaints from
the contract workers that
the contractors are ne-
glecting the BSP's order
and have not made the

payment of bonus. They
further complained that
the contractors provide
very less amount than the
actual bonus.

The union demanded
from the IR department to
ensure that all the con-
tract workers get the actu-

al payment of bonus be-
fore Diwali through their
respective departmental
heads. Hari Shankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda
Gupta, Vashisth Verma,
Surendra Chauhan, Anil
Singh, Sudip Sengupta
and others were present.
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Dulki Mines 
creates new
record in iron

ore production
Bhilai, Oct 19: Dulki
Iron Ore Mine of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has set the best
Day record ever by
maintaining the pro-
duction flow.

Dulki Mines created
the best Day iron ore
production record by
producing 1619.18
Tons of iron ore on
October 18, 2022. This
record surpassed the
previous best Day
record of 1468.43 Tons,
set on September 27,
2022.

Director-in-charge
of Bhilai Steel Plant
Anirban Dasgupta and
Executive Director
(Mines) Tapan
Sutradhar congratu-
lated the mines frater-
nity for this record
achievement.

St Thomas College organises 
talk on Horticultural Practices

DSCET students win 
gold in Basketball

IGP releases the poster of Janta Clinic
Specialist doctors will provide services free of cost

BMC MiC for air-conditioned bus
stops at major points in city
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‘DIYAS HIGH ON DEMAND’

With few days to go for festival of lights, the demand for ‘diyas’ and other related decorative items is high these days.

Raipur, Oct 19: 

Tribal MPs, MLAs and
ministers of the Congress
in Chhattisgarh will do-
nate one month’s salary to-
wards legal expenses of
the case related to reserva-
tion for the community, a
party leader said on
Tuesday.

The Chhattisgarh High
Court last month set aside
the state government’s
2012 decision to increase
reservations in govern-
ment jobs and educational
institutions to 58 per cent.

Reservations exceeding
the 50 per cent ceiling
were unconstitutional, the
court held.

The HC’s decision re-
sulted in a reduction in the
quota for the tribal com-
munities — which account
for 32 per cent of the
state’s population — to 20
per cent from 32 per cent.

In view of the resent-
ment it caused, tribal lead-
ers of Congress including
ministers, MLAs and MPs
held a meeting with the
heads of various tribal
groups here on Tuesday to
discuss the further course
of action, said party MLA
Brihaspati Singh.

A strategy was devised
to fight a legal battle
against the decision, he
told PTI. Two tribal
groups are going to file ap-
peal against the HC’s deci-
sion in the Supreme Court
and they have also asked
the Chhattisgarh Sarva
Adivasi Samaj to approach
the Apex court, he said.

“Tribal ministers,
MLAs and MPs of the
state Congress have decid-
ed to donate their one
month’s salary towards
legal expenses. If any-
thing else is required, we
will make arrangement

jointly,” said Singh, who
represents the Scheduled
T r i b e s - r e s e r v e d
Ramanujganj seat.

At the meeting, a core
committee of 21 persons,
comprising 11 tribal law-
makers from Congress
and ten leaders of tribal
communities, was consti-
tuted to oversee the legal
battle.

Besides, a `study team’
of 11 persons, including
six ministers, MLAs and
MPs, has been formed,
Singh said. It will visit
states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Jharkhand
where reservation is above
50 percent and make rec-
ommendations to the state
government, he added.

A separate study team of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will also visit the
states where quota ex-
ceeds the 50 per cent ceil-
ing, said Singh. “We will

not only fight for the inter-
ests of tribals but also for
Scheduled Castes, Other
Backward Classes and the
economically weaker sec-
tion,” the MLA said.

Senior tribal leader and
excise minister Kawasi
Lakhma, also present at
the meeting, told reporters
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had as-
sured that appropriate
steps will be taken for
restoring 32 per cent reser-
vations for tribals.

“The CM has assured us
that a special session of
the Assembly will be held
in this regard,” the minis-
ter said.

The state government’s
data collection exercise
through the Chhattisgarh
Quantifiable Data
Commission (CGQDC) is
in its final stages and data
collected by it will help in
the legal battle, he added.

Congress’ tribal MLAs to donate
month’s salary for legal expenses 

Of reservation case

Cleanliness 
campaign by NSO

Raipur office today
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199::  National
Statistics Office (NSO), along
with  Statistics Programme
Implementation Ministry , GoI,
Raipur will be organizing ‘clean-
liness campaign’ at Mahadev
Ghat Mandir and nearby the
banks of river Kharun on Oct 20
at 11:30 am. In this programme
the Dy.DG NSO Raipuir
Roshanlal Sahu and other offi-
cers and employees of the
department will take part. It is
notable here that in a special
campaign 2.0, for solving the
pending cases by the GoI, has
been launched all over India
and under this works related to
sorting out pending cases,
cleanliness in the offices,
record digitalization, scrap dis-
posal, compliance of responsi-
bilities and others are included.
The above Ministry has selected
72 offices from all over the
country and in which NSO
Raipur office is one of them.

Raipur, Oct 19: In the on-
going drive against illicit
liquor and drugs in the
state, the Azad Chowk
Police team managed to
nab six accused with
banned cough syrups and
psychotropic drugs and
tablets worth lakhs from
their possession and
adding to which the cost of
one car, Bullet and
Avenger vehicle, the
amount shot-upto Rs 20
lakh. A case under section
22 (B) and (C) of Narcotics
Act has been filed against
all six and matter taken
into investigation. As per

reports in this regard, the
Azad Chow Police got tip
from an informer accused
are roaming with banned
cough syrups and drugs
and managed to nab six ac-
cused viz. Kiyajuddin
Khan alias Vickky, J
Bhaskar Rao, Ravindra
Goyal, Mukesh Kumar
Sahu, Moh. Hasan, and

Sahil Hasan, all resident of
Raipur. The police seized
1,57,400 pieces of banned
tablet ‘Spasmo’ and 41,720
pieces of banned
Alprazolam tablet. Along
with this the two-wheelers
an i-10 car bearing No. CG-
03KJ-8707; Bullet bearing
No. CG 04 LR- 3438 and
Avenger vehicle bearing
No. CG 04-MC-3316.

The arrested accused
disclosed that they have
obtained it from Akash
Vishwakarma R/o
Jabalpur (MP) and based
upon which a team of po-
lice from Azad Chowk
thana comprising from
Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit were sent to Jabalpur
and they were able to nab
him on finding location
along with Jabalpur po-
lice.

Main accused in supply 
of banned tablets arrested

 From Jabalpur
 Along with 

six other accused
nabbed in Raipur

Raipur, Oct 19:

On unification of eco-
nomic crop insurance por-
tals under PM Crop
Insurance Scheme
through ‘Digital Land-
Record Database
(Bhuiyan) was done in
record time in
Chhattisgarh and for this
achievement the
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Ministry GoI has
presented Chhattisgarh
with the best award. It is
notable here that the 8th
national convention is
being held in Kocchi of
Kerala on Oct 19-20 and on

the first day of the conven-
tion, Chhattisgarh was
presented with the Best
Award. This award has
been given to Chhattisgarh
for successfully carrying
out entry of Digital Land-
Record Database
(Bhuiyan) in limited time
for unification of National
Crop Insurance Portal
under PM Crop Insurance
Scheme. The Special
Secretary and Director
Agriculture Chhattisgarh
Dr Ayyaz Fakir Tamoboli
and Joint Director
Agriculture Directorate of
Agriculture BK Mishra re-

ceived the award. It is no-
table here that with  unifi-
cation of National Crop
Insurance Portal (NCIP)
through Digital Land
record Database
(Bhuiyan), all the land re-
lated details of the farmers
could be entered into NCIP
only after verification
from Bhuiyan portal. This
will provide correct infor-
mation about Kh. No, land
area and correct village to
the farmers and would en-
sure crop insurance claim
and payment procedure in
easier and transparent
manner.

Ch’garh presented with national award
 For successful 

digitalization of
land-records 
under NCIP
through Bhuiyan

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has declared
Diwali gift to all the power
company employees and made
a declaration to pay bonus
amount upto Rs 11000 to all the
regular, contractual employees
of the Company. This will bene-
fit more than 16000 employees
of Power Company.

Chief Minister has directed
the officers of Chhattisgarh
State Power Company (CSPC)
to issue orders in this regard at
the earliest and the HRD is
expected to issue by evening
hours.

The power company employ-
ees receiving upto Rs 21000 as
basic salary and DA as monthly
wages till last year will be eligi-
ble for the bonus and to all the
officers and employees, in
order to maintain efficiency in

their works, bonus of Rs 11000
will be paid. This will impose
burden of Rs 17 crore on the
Power Companies. 

As per Bonus Act 2005, the
employer can pay bonus direct-
ly to only regular and contrac-
tual employees and in other
words, the employees or daily
wagers are to be paid bonus by
the contractor who has
appointed them.

There are many employees
working as daily wagers or as
an outsourcing work by the
Power Company. To ensure
that they all get happiness dur-
ing Diwali, CM Bhupesh Baghel
has issued special instructions
to the power company employ-
ees in this regard to ensure
that the employees working as
part of outsourcing or those on
daily wages should also be paid
bonus before Diwali by the con-
tractor who has employed
them.

CM declare bonus as gift
for Power Co employees

 Employee to get
bonus upto Rs 11000

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 19: Gearing
up for the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly
polls scheduled to be held
next year, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday held discus-
sion over Micro
Management in all the 90-
Legislative Assembly seg-
ments.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Arun Sao
presided over the meeting

of Divisional and District
in-charges during which
several prominent leaders
including the Leader of
Opposition in Assembly
Narayan Chandel, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh as well as organiza-
tional leaders Ajay
Jamwal and Pawan Sai
were also present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, BJP chief Sao
stressed on the need for
measures to strengthen
the Organization at Booth

level and advocated for a
co-ordinated efforts which
he claimed would ensure
victory of the party in
next polls. Giving his
views on election strategy,
he said that the office-
bearers should establish
dialogue with the benefici-
aries of various central
government schemes as
well as to make extensive
tours to various Assembly
segments. He also asked
them to establish direct
contact with the people en-

trusted with the responsi-
bility of Booth and Sakti
Kendras.

Reviewing the prepara-
tions, he said that mini-
mum visits to Legislative
Assembly segments every
month should be ensured
to remain in direct contact
with people.

BJP General
Secretaries Kedar
Kashyap, Vijay Sharma
and OP Chaudhary were
also present on the occa-
sion.

BJP starts discussion on Micro Management at booth level
Office-bearers chalk out strategy to strengthen Organization

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199::  All the officers
and employees of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat have
now been trained for Life
Saving measures from Heart
Attack after they have com-
pleted two-day training pro-
gramme by the experts includ-
ing Professor Dr Jaya Lalwani
from Pt Jawahar Lal Nehru
Medical College here. A press
communique issued from
Chhattisgarh Legislative

Assembly stated that team
comprising four-members
from officials and employees
were imparted training
through a demo after the
Power Point Presentation at
Central Hall. Officers have
been trained as a volunteer to
meet out against any emer-
gency.

Assembly Secretary Dinesh
Sharma said that the above
training camp was organized
in accordance to the directives
from the Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant.

Assembly officials trained to
deal with Heart attack situation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 19:
Sagar Ghatge from

Raipur defeated Rajiv
Sahu with the score of 4-3
to win the Men’ title in the
20th Stag Chhattisgarh
State Table Tennis tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) at Sapre School

based TT Hall here on
Wednesday. Similarly,
Surbhi Harsh Sahu defeat-
ed Ananya Dubey from
Bilaspur with the score of
4-2 to win the Women’ title
whereas Dikshant Kumar
Jangade from Bilaspur
won the Hopes Under 11
title defeating Arav Jain
from Durg with the score
of 3-1 and Samaya Pandey
from Raipur defeated
Lavanya Pandey from

Raipur by 3-1 to clinch the
title in Girls category here.

RMC Alderman and vet-
eran TT player CS Thakur
was chief guest of the
prize distribution ceremo-
ny whereas Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Veteran TT
Committee Pradeep
Janwade presided over the
function, informs a press
release issued here by
CTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade.

Sagar wins Men’ title 
in Chh’garh TT championship

Raipur, Oct 19: A meeting
of the selection committee
for conferring “Late
Ramanuj Pratap Singhdeo
Smriti Shram Yashasvi
Puraskar” was held at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan), Nava Raipur
here on Wednesday under
the chairmanship of
Labour Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria. This
award is given by the state
government for innovative
efforts and outstanding
work in the field of labour
and productivity enhance-
ment. The selected person
or organisation will be fe-
licitated with Late
Ramanuj Pratap Singhdeo
Smriti Shram Yashasvi
Award by giving Rs 2 lakh
and a citation on the occa-
sion of Rajyotsava on
November 01. It is note-
worthy that the selection

of the person or institu-
tion for the award is done
on the basis of many crite-
ria.

It is taken care by the se-
lection committee that
special effective measures
have been taken by the in-
dustrial organisation in
the direction of safety and
health of the workers, as a
result of which no serious
accident has occurred.
Along with this, wide pub-
licity has been given to the

safety rules, due to which
the name of the state has
become proud in the
labour world. Along with
this, for the selection, com-
mendable work and re-
markable contribution in
the field of industrial safe-
ty and health including its
conscientiousness, punc-
tuality, reduction in pro-
duction cost, energy sav-
ing, contribution in main-
taining cordial industrial
relations are taken into

consideration. In the meet-
ing, Secretary, Labour
Department, Mr. Amrit
Kumar Khalkho, non-offi-
cial members Mr.
Ghanshyam Manhar (em-
ployer organization repre-
sentative), Mr. Rajesh
Dhurandhar (labour or-
ganization representative)
and representatives of fi-
nance department as well
as senior officers of labor
department were present
in the meeting.

Meeting of selection committee for
‘Labour Achievement Award’ concludes

Raipur, Oct 19: A one-day
camp was organised at the
yoga practice center oper-
ated in Botanical Garden,
Sector 27, Sector 27, to
teach the benefits and var-
ious apsects of Kriya Yoga
and meditation to the peo-
ple. Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Gyanesh
Sharma attended the pro-
gram as the chief guest.

In the camp, Swami Shri
Yogi Satyam Maharaj,
who came from Prayagraj,
gave a lecture about the
physical and mental bene-
fits of Kriya Yoga, provid-
ing important information
to the yoga seekers and
common people. Speaking
on the occasion, Gyanesh

Sharma said that yoga is
promoted by organising
yoga camps, due to which
common people come to
know about the benefits of
yoga.

This brings awareness
among the people. Yoga
makes the body and mind
pure and healthy and it
builds a good personality.
A large number of digni-
taries including yoga
lovers, officers of the Yoga
Commission were present
in the camp.

Kriya Yoga and 
meditation camp organised
 In Yoga 

practice center of
Nava Raipur
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Chandrapur, Oct 19:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday
chaired a review meeting
of district-level officials of
Sakti district and Dabhra
block in Chandrapur rest
house complex.

“There is a lot of enthu-
siasm among the residents
with the creation of this
new district. Besides, they
have high expectations as
well. For this all the offi-
cers should work efficient-
ly to strengthen the trust
of people in government
and local administration”,
said Chief Minister.

He directed the officials
concerned to ensure
prompt implementation of
the announcements made
yesterday during ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

Besides, he said that no
person should be deprived
of the availing benefit of
the government schemes
due to non-update of rev-
enue records. He directed
the officers to do the work
of rectification of revenue
records including transfer,
payment, and partition on
priority. He asked to pace
up the work of road con-
struction and regularly
monitor the same.

He also gave instruc-
tions in the meeting for
quick disposal of pending
compensation cases of
Saradih and Kalma bar-
rage. He said that only
those who are the rightful
owners of the account

should get the benefit. He
also gave instructions to
update the records for this.
Besides, he also gave direc-
tions to change the inac-
tive Gauthan Samitis
which are not functioning
properly. Anemic women
should get the benefit of
hot meals regularly.

During the meeting, in-
structions were given to
identify the eligible people
in the villages and link
them with the ‘Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana’ by
running a campaign.
Instructions were also
given to the officers to in-
crease the number of vil-

lages under the Haat
Bazar Clinic yojana be-
sides ensuring the avail-
ability of prescribed medi-
cines and medical tests to
the people.

The education officials
were instructed to ensure
the issuance of caste cer-
tificates to cent per cent
school students in the next
15 days. He said that well-
equipped community halls
will be established in
flood-prone areas. For this,
instructions have been
given to the district collec-
tor to conduct a survey of
such villages and take the
necessary action by
preparing estimates.

In the meeting,
Chandrapur MLA
Ramkumar Yadav,
Secretary (Energy) Ankit
Anand, District In-charge
Secretary Dhananjay
Devangan, Divisional
Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alung, IG Ratan Lal
Dangi, Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna, SP MR
Ahire and district officials
of all the departments
were present on the occa-
sion.

Rectification of revenue records
should be done on priority basis: CM

Baghel chairs review meeting of district-level officials

 Pending 
compensation
cases of Kalma and
Saradih barrage
should be resolved
at the earliest

Raipur, Oct 19: 

Police officers were
trained with the aim of
sensitizing them on the
subject of human traffick-
ing. The nodal officers of
the Anti Human
Trafficking Unit consti-
tuted in the districts and
the police officers associ-
ated with this unit partici-
pated in the training pro-
gramme organized in the
auditorium of the Police
Headquarters, Nava
Raipur. The event was or-
ganized under the direc-
tion of Director General
of Police Ashok Juneja.

The chief guest of the
workshop, former
Director General of
Police and international
expert on human traffick-
ing, Dr PM. Nair gave his
extensive lecture on the
subject. Explaining
human trafficking he told
about aspects of establish-
ing the true identity of
the victims and perpetra-
tors of human trafficking.
During his lecture, he pre-
sented the example of
many big cities of the
country and also in-
formed about the case
study of children and
women who were rescued
from the rescue operation
conducted in collabora-

tion with the police of
those states. Dr Nair gave
a detailed presentation in
this regard through
power presentation.

At the outset Additional
Director General of
Police, Administration
Himanshu Gupta de-
scribed human traffick-
ing an international prob-
lem and said that police
should be sensitized to
stop this crime. There has
been a steady decline in
the crimes of human traf-
ficking in Chhattisgarh in
the last years. Apart from
this, Chhattisgarh Police
achieved success in free-
ing almost 100% of the
victims of this crime. He
stressed on co-ordinating
work with all stakeholder
organizations to ensure
rehabilitation of victims
of human trafficking res-

cued from other states.
Additional Director

General of Police,
Planning, Management,
Pradeep Gupta, while ad-
dressing the participants
said that human traffick-
ing is different from other
crimes, in which victims
are exploited in many
ways, so the police offi-
cers should be sensitive to
the consideration of such
cases. He said that
arrangements should be
made for immediate reha-
bilitation of victims in co-
ordination with the con-
cerned department.

The Inspector General
of Police, Crime Research
Department, Police
Headquarters, SC
Dwivedi and Dr Sanjeev
Shukla, while addressing
the police officers from all
over the state, enriched

them about human traf-
ficking. In the second ses-
sion of the program, the
participants were briefed
about the existing law and
procedure for human traf-
ficking by Parvesh
Rajput, Assistant
Professor, Hidayatullah
National Law University.

Kristina Lal, Joint
Director of Women and
Child Development
Department and Deputy
Commissioner of Labor
Department DP Tiwari in-
formed the participants of
various ongoing govern-
ment schemes for the vic-
tims of human traffick-
ing. The founder of
Bastar Samajik Jan Vikas
Samiti Sushil Pandey de-
scribed in detail the role
of NGO on the rescue and
rehabilitation of the vic-
tims of human trafficking

and also explained psy-
cho-social impact of
human trafficking on the
victims.

A total of 180 partici-
pants, including nodal of-
ficers of the state’s Anti-
Human Trafficking Unit
and police officers posted
in this unit, officers of the
Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Labor
Department, Education
Department and repre-
sentatives of UNICEF and
NGOs participated.
Inspector General of
Police OP Pal, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police RN Das, Vinit
Khanna, Himani Khanna
and Milna Kurre were
specially present. Police
Superintendent CID MN
pandey conducted the pro-
gramme.

Training given on topic of anti-human 
trafficking to police officers

Raipur, Oct 19: NRI cell
was formed to connect the
non-resident Indians of
Chhattisgarh living
abroad in one thread and
to preserve and propagate
the art and literature of
Chhattisgarh. The first
meeting of NRI Cell was
held in which discussions
were held to maintain live-
ly relations with such non-
resident Indians living
abroad and to take neces-
sary suggestions and ob-
tain information for the
progress of the state. The
meeting was held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. In the meeting,
NRIs formed in the state of
Chhattisgarh were invited
to prepare the data of the
NRIs of Chhattisgarh and
such NRIs interested in
the art culture of
Chhattisgarh. Discussion
was held regarding ap-
pointment of coordinator
in NRI cell. In the meeting,

to encourage all activities
in accordance with the in-
terests of non-resident
Indians, a detailed discus-
sion was held regarding
providing opportunities
for connectivity and in-
vestment to non-resident
Indians residing outside
the country to enhance
and develop Chhattisgarh
literary and cultural activ-
ities.

The officials of the
Department of Education
and Culture should take
necessary action with re-
gard to preparing an ac-
tion plan to encourage
NRIs to participate in the
educational sector devel-
opment programs in the
state and to encourage
them to participate in the
socio-economic sector de-
velopment programs in
the state. Deliberations
were also held in the meet-
ing regarding the enumer-
ation of the organisations

of NRIs and the creation of
a network of their organi-
sations.

In the meeting, to take
necessary suggestions for
promotion of technology
transfer and research and
investment in technology
and educational institu-
tions from NRIs to foreign
countries and NRIs in the
state of Chhattisgarh.
Members gave their sug-
gestions regarding con-
necting as per the need of
the cell, working as a one
stop shop for solution. In
the meeting, Secretary,
Culture Department, Mr. P.
Anbalagan, Secretary,
Home Department, Mr.
Arun Dev Gautam,
Secretary, Education
Department, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Secretary
General Administration
Department Mr. DD Singh
and senior officials of the
Home Department were
present in the meeting.

Workshop 
for PIOs on

20th October
Raipur, Oct 19: A
one-day workshop for
Public Information
Officers (PIOs) has
been organized on
October 20 at 3 PM in
the Red Cross meet-
ing hall located in
the Collectorate
premises. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner and
Collector Raipur of
Chhattisgarh State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commission will at-
tend the workshop.

Collector Dr
S a r v e s h w a r
Narendra Bhure has
directed the First
Appellate Officer,
Public Information
Officer and Assistant
Public Information
Officers of Raipur
district to attend the
workshop compulso-
rily. He has also di-
rected the district
local officers to in-
form the Public
Information Officers
and Assistant Public
Information Officers
of their subordinate
offices about their
presence in the work-
shop.

NRIs will contribute 
to the progress of the state

Chandrapur, Oct 19:
While receiving informa-
tion on  Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumihin Krishi
Majdur Nyay Yojana
(RGGBKMNY) from the of-
ficials, CM said, that it was
discovered during the
meeting that many people
are lacking to join this
scheme while instructions
were given to the officers
to identify individuals in
the village and connect
them to the plan. He di-
rected that the number of
Haat Bazar in the village
should be increased, Also,
he mentioned that people
should be able to receive
prescribed medications
and tests and that the oper-
ation of the Haat Bazar
clinic should be randomly
audited. He also gave in-
struction to issue a certifi-
cate of caste for a maxi-
mum number of school
children within 15 days.

The officials were told
that people of local entre-
preneurial nature have to
be connected in RIPA
(Rural Industrial Park) so
that more employment op-
portunities will be gener-
ated, and products should

be produced on priority
according to the demand
of the local level, from
time to time. Instructions
were given to prepare
RIPA in the identified
Gauthan by setting the
boundary and the con-
struction of Gauthan in
Saradih should be com-
pleted soon. The Women
and Child Development
Officer have been directed
to include the anemic
women in the
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana. Community build-
ings with all facilities have
to be constructed in areas
that get submerged during
the flood, Sakti  Collector
was asked to survey such
villages and prepare the
estimates. MLA
Chandrapur Ramkumar
Yadav, Secretary Energy
Ankit Anand, District In-
charge Secretary
Dhananjay Devangan,
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang, IG Ratan
Lal Dangi, Collector
Nupur Rashi Panna, SP
MR Ahire and District
Officers of all depart-
ments were present on
this occasion.

CM directs officials to connect
people with RGGBKMNY

Justice Chauradia
appointed Consumer

Redressal Commission
Chairman

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Justice Gautam
Chauradia has been appointed
as Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Consumer Redressal
Commission for four years or
before the age of 67 years.
State Government has made
the above appointment on the
basis of recommendations of
the Selection committee.
Retired Justice of Chhattisgarh
High Court Justice Chauradia
has been considered to be
among those who fulfill the
essential eligibility for the
post. Ministry of Food & Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Redressal of Chhattisgarh
Government has issued an
order in this regard from
Mantralaya here.

Head Constable
Delhi Police Exam

from Oct 21-28
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Staff
Selection Commission will
conduct the Delhi Police exam
for the post of Head
Constable (Assistant Wireless
Operator) from October 21 to
October 28. The examination
will be conducted in three
shifts from 9 am to 6.30 pm at
the examination center in
Raipur city, Sarona Parthivi
Provincial Commercial
Complex Sant Ravidas Ward
No. 70. Deputy Collector Ms
Ruchi Sharma has been
appointed as the nodal officer
for the smooth conduct of this
examination.

Sakti, Oct 19: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel reached
Chandrapur, Sakti district, and he visited the Mata
Chandrahasini Devi temple. He carried out customary
ceremonies and wished joy, success, and happiness for
the people of the state.

Baghel performs customary
rituals at Maa

Chandrahasini Devi temple
Prayed for the happiness and prosperity of the state’s people

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: The five-day
Agri Carnival-2022, organised
by Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University, was organized on
Tuesday at International
Agriculture Madai, on the topic
of Recognition of Testing and
Awareness Meet by National
Testing and Calibration
Laboratory Accreditation
Board (NABL), a Government
of India recognized investigat-
ing agency. 

Chief guest of  the function
was NABL CEO N.
Venkateshwaran and was
presided over by Dr. Girish
Chandel, Vice Chancellor of
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University. Welcoming the
NABL Board, Vice Chancellor
Dr. Chandel said that we are
Helping Institution, which is
constantly striving towards
promoting agricultural innova-
tion and research work in the
interest of farmers.  In this ses-
sion, NABL CEO,  N.
Venkateshwaran along with

agency directors Anuja Anand,
Mallika Gope, Anita Rani
explained the process of test-
ing  on the basis of different
standards to the representa-
tives of various institutes, gov-
ernment and private laborato-
ries and university researchers
and students. The board mem-
bers spoke on the basis of the
process of testing, the scale of
testing and testing in the lab
and other parameters. 

Addressing the Awareness
Meet, NABL CEO, Mr.
Venkateswaran said that we
are moving ahead with the
objective of solving the health
and nutritional issues that are
amongst us, how to provide
quality nutritious food to the
people. Many items like rice,
wheat, pulses have to go
through several tests before
going to the plate of the peo-
ple, we need lab to know
whether the food is safe or not,
availability of test friendly
facilities in the lab is needed,

NABL gives accreditation to
the lab taking into account all
the facts of quality.  After this,
Director Anuja Anand, while
giving information about the
process of accreditation said
that we work to support quality
through testing. 

Director Mallika Gope said
that we work with the objective
of quality and 100% verifica-
tion, so that the quality and
technical capability of the
Testing and Calibration labora-
tories can be provided assess-
ment based on this. NABL, Joint
Director, Anita Rani told about
the working style of the agency
and said that our objective is to
promote testing of basic
human needs, food and other
essential useful items accord-
ing to the prescribed stan-
dards.  

During the awareness meet,
the NABL Board members also
spoke at length about the
agency’s world class testing
system and validity of verifica-
tion and also answered the
questions of the delegates
present in the session.

Workshop organized for recognition
of testing laboratories by NABL 

 Agri Carnival 
2022 organised at
IGAU concludes

BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  1199:: Department of
Forestry, Wildlife and
Environmental Sciences of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University), under the
joint aegis of Forest and Climate
Change Department,
Government of Chhattisgarh
organized a Hi-Tech bamboo
plantation program near the
buildings of departments of IT
under construction in on
October 19, 2022 at 11 am. The
Chief Guest of the inaugural
program was Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. Present
among the guests on the stage
were the Special Guest Kumar
Nishant (IFS) DFO Bilaspur and
the Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava. The principal inves-
tigators of this project are Dr.
Bhawna Dixit and Dr. Gunjan
Patil. The inaugural program
started with the planting of
bamboo plants by the guests.
After this the guests were wel-
comed with saplings.
Thereafter, the inscription

plaque was unveiled by the
guests. The Chief Guest, Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that it is our
responsibility to reduce the car-
bon footprint and strengthen
the bio-diversity. Water, forest,
land, climate and animals are
our assets, by preserving which
we can pave the way to pros-
perity. He said that it is our
endeavor that in addition to the
pre-determined area in the
master plan of the university,
vertical expansion should be
done so that maximum forest
area can be developed and pro-
tected. The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal said that there
is no dearth of resources for the
implementation of various proj-
ects of the Forestry
Department. We need to pay
attention towards proper uti-
lization of resources. He

expressed hope that in the com-
ing years, researchers from var-
ious higher educational institu-
tions of the country would come
for research in the Forestry
Department of the Central
University. On this occasion, he
said that the need to deal prop-
erly with climate change and
cleanliness are important
issues. 

The volunteers of the
National Service Scheme of the
University will try to make
Bilaspur city number one under
the cleanliness mission. The
Special Guest, Kumar Nishant
(IFS) DFO, Bilaspur said that
continuous work has been
going on for the last six months
on this project. Both the teach-
ers of the Forestry Department
and the Forest Department are
working together for this bam-
boo plantation, in which we
have got success today. 

CU will become the Bio-diversity
Hub of Central India: V-C

 Plantation of
Bamboo of Hi-tech
species in two
hectare area in CU
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Jagdalpur, Oct 19: The
National Cadet Corps
(NCC) is a youth organiza-
tion in India that aims to
instill discipline and patri-
otism among young people.
This week, 12 girls from

DAV Public School
Bacheliattended a 7-day
NCC camp at Parchampal,
near Jagdalpur, from Oct
2-9. The girls underwent
training in various as-
pects of the NCC, includ-
ing drill, first-aid, and
weapons training. They

also learned about the his-
tory and ethos of the NCC.
The girls enjoyed their time

at the camp and found the
experience very enriching.
They are now better
equipped to take on leader-
ship roles and contribute to
the nation-building
process. The camp was a
great learning experience
for the girls and helped
them develop their leader-
ship skills. Shama Parveen
escorted the cadets. After
the completion of the
camp when the cadets re-
turned, they were given a
cordial welcome by the
Principal -Dr.Chetna
Sharma and her team.

Primary School Patora
bags first place

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  OOcctt  1199::  The
'Jugaad model' exhibition of
Sankul-level and primary-
level was held at Sankul
Kendra Parsadakala and in
this two models of teachers
from 6 Primary Schools of
Parsadakala and one each
from Gram Khudsa,
Ganiyari, Patora, Ghoghara
were put on display.

The programme began in
the presence of Sankul
Principal Narayan Singh
Thakur, Parsadakala Sankul
co-ordinator Tokesh Sahu

with offering of prayers to
Goddess Saraswati.
Addressing the programme,
Principal said that the state
government is adopting
novel methods to raise stan-
dard of education and one
of it is 'Jugad Model' compe-
tition. 

Prior to this the same was
organised for the students
and it was very much suc-
cessful and keeping the
same in mind, now it has
been organised for teach-
ers. On this occasion many
good models have been put
on display and this clearly
shows that teachers are
having abundant of talent
and the Principal extended
greetings to all the teachers
who took part in this com-
petition.

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 19: In
Pamed, which is called the
remote and sensitive area
of the state, the implemen-
tation of the schemes of
the government has start-
ed happening at a fast
pace.

After successful cultiva-
tion of Chilli in Tarlaguda,
Chandur area of
Bhopalpatnam, now the
farmers of Pamed adjoin-
ing Telangana state are
also becoming aware.
Preparations for Green
Chilly cultivation have
been completed on 17 acres
of agricultural land of 7
farmers of Pamed region.

Drip, sprinkler,
mulching bore, quarrying,
fencing and power exten-
sion facilities were provid-
ed by the district adminis-
tration with special sup-
port. The saplings plants
of Chilly are also ready.

In this regard, Bijapur
MLA and Vice-Chairman
of Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Vikram Mandavi said that
the government of

Bhupesh Baghel is the gov-
ernment of farmers, the
farmers should choose the
farming of their choice.

Deputy Director PS
Kusre said that the cultiva-
tion of Green Chilly was
started in the month of
September-October and it

becomes ready in
January-February. Deputy
Director Kusre told that at
least Rs 1 lakh per acre is
earned from Chilly culti-
vation.

Seven farmers who are
currently cultivating
Chilly earlier used to earn

only Rs 15000-20000 per
year. They was given de-
tailed information about
the cultivation of Chilly
by the department and
also encouraged those
farmers who had success-
fully cultivated Chilly in
the past, which has in-

creased the confidence of
the farmers.

Farmers are very excit-
ed to do agriculture work
with dedication. Regular
maintenance and techni-
cal advice and guidance
are being given by the
Agriculture Department.

Sumi Ajay receives
‘Nrithya Vilasini’ title

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 19:
Nrithyathi Kalakshetram,
Bilaspur students bagged
many prizes in the All India
Competition of Dance and
Natvar Gopikrishna
National Award Function
2022 organized by All India
Dancers Association in as-
sociation with Nrithyathi
Kalakshetram at Bhilai
from 7th October 2022 to
15th October 2022.
Mrs Sumi Ajay was award-
ed with the title of Nrithya
Vilasini, while D Jananee,
Vareeja Vijay Rai, Avani

Mishra, Devanshi Gaur
and Srishti Sirsant bagged
3rd Prize in Solo
Bharatanatyam with "A"
Grade accredition in
Junior and Senior category
respectively. Also, Group
Dance of Nrithaythi
Kalakshetram, Bilaspur
won 2nd Prize in Open
Category of Classical
Group Dance. Group dance
participants were D

Jananee, Anahita Yadav,
Vareeja Vijay Rai,
Aaradhya Awasthi,
Manaswi, Udbhav Thakkar,
Tanu Chandra, Avani
Mishra, Akshaya S
Panicker and Harshita
Singh Kashyap. Director of
Nrithyathi Kalakshetram,
Dr G Ratheesh Babu has
congratulated the children
and blessed them for their
bright future.

Farmers demand paddy procurement 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Oct 19: The
farmers who are to pro-
cure their paddy have de-
manded that the agricul-
tural produce market
complex, built years ago,
to be made a paddy pro-
curement center in 
the city.

The present paddy pro-
curement is being done
temporarily in the pro-
curement center whereas
the Agricultural Produce
Market complex being
built here at a cost of
crores stands unused.

Last year, crores have
been spent again in the
Agricultural Produce
Market complex but ac-
cording to information

paddy or any other pro-
duce has never been
bought here even for a sin-
gle day.

Boundary walls, big
sheds, many godowns are
built in this complex for

about 7 cr and due to no
purchase and sale here,
the Mandi Board has to
spend lakhs of rupees
every year in unnecessary
maintenance, whereas,
lakhs of rupees are being

spent every year in pur-
chase centers, godown
sheds etc. to buy paddy by
Fingeshwar Cooperative
Rural Society in support
price by the government.

On the contrary, the

market complex with all
facilities is lying vacant.
In this regard, President
of Krishi Upaj Mandi,
Ramkumar Goswami said
that we have no objection
to purchase paddy from
November 1 this year in
the Fingeshwar Krishi
Upaj Mandi premises on
demand by the committee,
farmers and villagers.

In this regard,
Congress workers,
traders, farmers etc. have
given application to MLA
Amitesh Shukla, demand-
ing the same. Vice-presi-
dent of the market com-
mittee Nathu Kashyap
also supported the de-
mand of buying paddy in
Fingeshwar, agricultural
produce market premises
in Fingeshwar, saying
that this would provide
very good facilities to the
farmers.
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p In the ‘Sankul-level’
‘Jugad model’ 
competition

p In Market Centre
premises

At All India Competition
of Dance and Natvar
Gopikrishna National
Award Function 
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Churikala, Oct 19: Under
the Sports Festival 2022 in
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS) run by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, a
one-day sports festival is
organized in the Eklavya
Residential School, run in
the Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala of the district,
under the direction of
District Assistant
Commissioner Maya
Warriar and the guidance
of Vidyalaya Principal
Virbhadra Singh Paikra.

District Panchayat
Korba President Shivkala

Kanwar and Chairman
Nagar Panchayat Neelam
Devangan, were also pres-
ent. The game was inaugu-
rated by District
Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar and
Nagar Panchayat
President Neelam
Devangan by playing a
game of badminton.
Athletics in the age group
of 14 years and athletics in
the age group of 19 years,
in addition to kabbadi,
kho-kho waliwal, hockey,
boys and girls participated
in other types of sports,
three development blocks
of the district Lafa Pali in
one day competition.

The children of Eklavya
Vidyalaya, Podiupoda and
Chhurikala participated
in which the children of
Eklavya Chhurikala
topped in all the games.
Assistant Commissioner
of Tribal Development
Department, Korba Maya
Warriar honored the chief
guest Mati Shivkala
Kanwar, President,
District Panchayat Korba
by presenting a memento.
Many of the dignitaries
also addressed the meet.
On this occasion
Anuradha Naidu,
Kaushambi Gabhel and
many students were 
present.

Sports festival held in EMRS Vigorous Green Chilly cultivation 
is being done in Pamed

With the special cooperation of the district admn, now the farmers of Pamed are also moving towards economic progress

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Oct 19: Under
the chairmanship of
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla, a meeting of the
District Mineral Trust
Fund (DMTF) was held in
the Collectorate hall. In the
meeting, discussions were
held regarding tribal,
scheduled caste develop-
ment department, educa-
tion, health, agriculture.

Collector Shukla has in-
structed to take special
care on economy keeping
in mind the high and gen-
eral priorities from the
DMF head. Here he direct-
ed to maintain the audit
and cash book of income
expenditure of DMF ex-
penditure; audit of income

expenditure from DMF
head should be done on
time; all material quality
should be cross-checked
and completed and then
only payment should be re-
leased; allocation of
amount of mineral item in
direct and indirect affect-
ed places.

It should be done on the
basis of prescribed ratio
so that development works
can be completed on time
with priority. Along with
the strengthening of the
schools belonging to the
Education Department,
such a provision has also
been made for innova-

tions. District Panchayat
CEO Leena Mandavi,
newly appointed Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue Bemetara
Suruchi Singh, Deputy
Collector Vishwas Rao
Mhaske and other depart-
mental officers were pres-
ent in the meeting.

District Mineral Trust Fund meeting concludes

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Oct 19: People
making earthen lamps and
idols are suffering from the
fear of the weather. Like
previous year, this year
also there is unseasonal
rain on the occasion of
Diwali. In such a situation,

it is very difficult to dry the
items made of clay, due to
which the potters of the
area have to face a lot of
losses, that is why they
want to complete their
work in time so that they
do not have to take any
kind of risk. In view of the
closeness of the festival,

the entire family of the pot-
ter is involved in all the
work. These days before
Deepawali, where sculptors
are engaged in embodying
the idols of Lord Ganesha,
Goddess Lakshmi, who is
worshiped in Deepawali,
while Hileshwar
Chakradhari, a resident of

Bahatra, tells that potters
are working day and night
to make earthen lamps.
There is a tradition of in-
stalling idols of Goddess
Lakshmi on Diwali festi-
val, due to which the pot-
ter is compelled to raise
the family even after suf-
fering his loss.

Earthen lamp makers fear adverse weather

NCC Camp held at Parchampal
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FULL DRESS REHEARSAL

Madhya Pradesh police personnel during full dress rehearsal for the police commemoration day, in Bhopal,
Wednesday. 

INT’L RAMLEELA FEST

Artists of Malaysia’s Laasya Arts Academy perform during the week-long International Ramleela Festival at
Ravindra Bhawan in Bhopal, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Meeting
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s committee
on the minimum sup-
port price (MSP), nat-
ural farming and crop
diversification is
scheduled to hold its
third meeting on
October 31 in
Bhubaneswar. In the
first meeting held on
August 22 in the na-
tional capital, the
committee — headed
by former Agriculture
Secretary Sanjay
Agrawal — had
formed three internal
sub-groups to deliber-
ate on the mandated
topics. The second
meeting, held on
September 27 in
Hyderabad,
deliberated on organic
farming.

Mishap
New Delhi: An
unidentified man was
killed in an accident
on Rajokri flyover in
southwest Delhi, po-
lice said on
Wednesday. The police
recovered the injured
man from near a di-
vider on the flyover on
Sunday, a senior offi-
cer said. He had suf-
fered severe injuries
to his head.

Watery grave
Jammu: A policeman
lost his life on
Wednesday while sav-
ing his two children
from drowning in a
river in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict, officials said. The
two children had
slipped into the Ujh
river while taking a
bath in Jasrota area on
Wednesday, they said.

Join
New Delhi: Former
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi MP Boora
Narsaiah Goud joined
the BJP on Wednesday
in the presence of
Union ministers
Bhupinder Yadav and
G Kishan Reddy be-
sides several other
party leaders from the
state. Yadav accused
the K Chandrasekhar
Rao government in
the state of floating
the gimmick of reser-
vation for minorities
while doing no good
for any section 
of society.

Relief
Lucknow: The Uttar
Pradesh government
on Wednesday de-
clared an ex gratia of
Rs 5 lakh each to the
families of the two mi-
grant workers from
Kannauj killed in a
terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Their last rites 
were performed at
their native place.

Arrested 
New Delhi: Two
Nigerian nationals
were arrested for al-
legedly duping
women after befriend-
ing them on social
media, police said on
Wednesday. The ac-
cused, identified as
Raphael (19) and
Evans Chukwudi (20),
lived in west Delhi’s
Tilak Nagar, they said.

PM Narendra Modi with
students during the

launch of Mission Schools
of Excellence at

Trimandir, Adalaj,
Gujarat, Wednesday.00

Kolkata, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Days before the release
of a movie on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose’s
“after-life” of what he may
have done after the 1945
Taipei air crash, the free-
dom fighter’s kin said
they are mulling a PIL to
stop “misuse of his name
for financial gains”.

Reacting to it, director
of a film `Sannyasi
Deshonayak’ (Monk-
National leader), which is
slated to be released by
October-end, Amlan
Kusum Ghosh, claimed on
social media that the op-
position was from people
who were stoking a “fake
controversy” would be
good for the movie.

The film based on a hy-
pothesis that Bose may
have survived the crash
which occurred in August

1945 and later returned to
India to become a monk, is
slated to be released later
this week, while another
was released in 2019 for an
OTT platform which dealt
with several such theories
of his supposed after-life.

Chandra Kumar Bose, a
grand nephew of the free-
dom fighter, questioned
the Central Board of Film
Certification’s clearance
given to movies based on
“such contentious theo-
ries”.

“This has become quite
a practice ... filmmakers
are making films on
Netaji without knowing or
reading the reports of the
Commissions of enquiry
which probed his death in
the Taipei crash.

“Netaji has been shown
in a bad light. You cannot
do that. Authors and film-
makers who claim to be

Netaji researchers have
denigrated the freedom
fighter by comparing him
to a recluse (called
Gumnami baba) without
any clinching evidence,”
Bose told PTI .

Netaji’s image is being
tarnished by such books
and films, Bose claimed.

“We are planning to file
a PIL in this regard and
are consulting lawyers.
We are considering filing
it in Calcutta High Court
or the Supreme Court as it
is a national issue,” he
said.

He said he and his fami-
ly members welcomed the
central government’s
steps inaugurating muse-
ums and statues of the
leader, but felt actions of
the Censor Board in clear-
ing such contentious
movies were inappropri-
ate.

Netaji kin plan PIL to 
stop ‘misuse’ of his name

In movies on his ‘afterlife’

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

St Stephen’s College on
Wednesday removed from
its website a contentious
prospectus which was at
the centre of a discord be-
tween the college and its
governing Delhi
University, hours after the
Supreme Court rejected
the college’s petition
against the university’s ad-
mission process.

The prospectus, which
was on the website since
May, for admission to the
college’s undergraduate
courses for 2022-23 men-
tioned 85 per cent weigh-
tage to the Common
University Entrance Test
Admissions (CUET) and 15
per cent to an interview.
This was against the Delhi

University’s criteria which
accorded 100 per cent
weightage to the CUET and
no interview.

The matter went to the
court. The Delhi High
Court ordered St. Stephen’s
to follow the admission pol-
icy prescribed by the Delhi
University, and The
Supreme Court Wednesday
refused to stay that ruling.
Hours after the Supreme
Court rejected the St
Stephen’s College petition
against the admission
process, the college re-
moved the contentious
prospectus from its web-
site. When PTI checked the
college website at around
4:00 pm, the prospectus was
found removed. College

principal John Varghese
did not respond to calls and
text messages. When it was
still up, the prospectus stat-
ed, “St Stephen’s College
will adopt the CUET as the
eligibility criteria with 85
per cent weightage for
CUET and the college’s in-
terview for shortlisted can-
didates with a weightage of
15 per cent.” The Delhi
University opposed the
prospectus and said that
the college will have to fol-
low the rules laid down by
the government for admis-
sion. The Supreme Court
Wednesday refused to stay
the Delhi High Court order
asking St. Stephen’s
College here to follow the
admission policy pre-
scribed by the Delhi
University.

St. Stephen’s removes contentious
prospectus from website 

DU ADMISSION

 After SC order

Thiruvananthapuram,
Oct 19 (PTI): A sessions
court in Kerala on
Wednesday declined to
discharge IAS officer
Sriram Venkitaraman
from a case in which he
was accused of driving a
car in an inebriated condi-
tion and fatally knocking
down a journalist in 2019
but, dropped the charge of
culpable homicide against
him. The sessions court
instead included the of-
fence of causing death by
negligence against the
IAS officer and a similar
order was passed with re-
gard to co-accused Wafa
Feroze in the case, the
public prosecutor dealing
with the matter said.

With these directions,
the court disposed of the
discharge pleas moved by
the two of them. The
court, thereafter, sent the

matter to a magisterial
court for adjudication, the
prosecutor said and added
that the state would be
going in appeal to the
High Court against the
order. Earlier
Venkitaraman was
booked under Sections 279
(rash driving on a public
way) and 304 (culpable
homicide) of the Indian
Penal Code and damaging
public property and
Feroze was charged with
abetting him in driving
rashly. Now, the sessions
court dropped section 304
and instead included sec-
tion 304 A of IPC which
deals with causing death
due to negligence and pro-
vides for a punishment of
maximum two years in
jail or fine or both. The
prosecutor said the charge
was dropped as the chemi-
cal analysis report of the

IAS officer was negative
for alcohol indicating he
was not drunk at the time
of the accident.

This assumes signifi-
cance as Venkitaraman, a
doctor himself, had al-
lowed police to collect his
blood sample for examina-
tion nine hours after the
accident and after first
getting himself admitted
to a private hospital here.

According to the
chargesheet filed by po-
lice, the IAS officer was
drunk and was behind the
wheels in the over speed-
ing car while returning
from a private party on
August 3, 2019 past mid-
night. The car hit journal-
ist K M Basheer, who was
on his motorcycle, killing
him on the spot.
Venkitaraman’s arrest
was recorded nearly 17
hours later.

JOURNO DEATH CASE

Kerala court refuses to discharge IAS officer

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19
(PTI): A doctor of a state-
run hospital in Odisha’s
Bhubaneswar was ar-
rested for allegedly dup-
ing a woman, the daugh-
ter of a patient who was
treated there, on the pre-
text of marriage, police
said.

The accused, who is a
postgraduate student at
the All Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) here, was appre-
hended on Tuesday by
Mahila Police of the
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack
Commissionerate, a sen-
ior officer said.

The arrest was made
after the father of the 26-
year-old woman lodged a
complaint, alleging that
the doctor established a
physical relationship

with her on the promise
of marriage and later got
engaged with another
woman from his state,
West Bengal.

The alleged victim met
the doctor two years ago
when her father was un-
dergoing treatment at
the hospital, the police
officer said, citing the
complaint.

The accused had
“taken the woman’s
phone number at the
time of discharge of her
father from the AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar, and later,
invited her several times
to his hostel”, he said.

The doctor was booked
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
and further investigation
is underway, the officer
added.

Doctor held for duping daughter
of patient on marriage promise

Lucknow, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Nine months after he left
the Congress to join the
Samajwadi Party, Imran
Masood on Wednesday
switched to the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

Welcoming him into the
party fold, BSP supremo
Mayawati said the Muslim
community is convinced that
it is the BSP and not the SP
that can get rid of the “hate-
ful and cruel politics of the
BJP”. Masood had joined the
SP in January before the 2022
assembly elections.

The leader, who contested
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls from
Saharanpur on a Congress
ticket, had courted controver-
sy over his hate speech in
which he allegedly threat-
ened to “chop” Narendra
Modi “into pieces”.  “Imran
Masood is a well-known name
in the politics of Uttar
Pradesh and especially
Western UP. He met me today

along with his close associ-
ates. He has left the
Samajwadi Party and has
promised to work with full
force and good intentions in
the BSP. He is warmly wel-
comed,” Mayawati said in a
series of tweets in Hindi.

“At the same time, seeing
his tremendous zeal and
enthusiasm to work in the
party, he has been given a
special responsibility and
made the convener of the BSP
in western UP to strengthen
the party at every level and
especially bring the minority
community with the party,”
the former chief minister
said. 

Masood and others joining
the BSP ‘’before the local
body elections is a good sign
for the politics of UP in the
sense that the Muslim com-
munity is also convinced that
it the BSP and not the SP that
is needed to get rid of the
hateful and cruel politics of
the BJP,” Mayawati said.

Imran Masood joins BSP

New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday rejected a
petition by the Samata
Party challenging the
Election Commission (EC)
order allotting the ‘flam-
ing torch’ election symbol
to the Uddhav Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena.

Justice Sanjeev Narula
noted the petitioner party,
which claimed the flaming
torch symbol belonged to
it and it had contested
elections on it, was de-
recognised in 2004. The
party had also not shown
any right over the symbol
in its favour, he said.

“In the absence of any
right demonstrable before
the court, the petitioner

cannot seek a mandamus
for quashing the im-
pugned communication
(by EC) The petitioner has
not demonstrated any
right over the symbol. The
court is not inclined to en-
tertain this petition.
Dismissed,” the court said.

“Since the petitioner
lost its status as a regis-
tered state party in 2004,
the right, if any, on the
symbol has lapsed after
the expiry of six years
(from the date of with-
drawal of recognition in
terms of the Election
Symbols Order),” noted
the court.

The petitioner assailed
the EC order dated
October 10 on grounds
that ‘flaming torch’ was a
“reserved” symbol and
could not have been given

to Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray)
without first issuing a no-
tification that it had been
made a “free” symbol.

In its plea, the petitioner
stated it was formed in
1994 by George Fernandes
and Nitish Kumar as an
“offshoot of the Janata
Dal” and was given the
‘flaming torch’ symbol by
the EC.

The plea stated the peti-
tioner was “striving to re-
vive itself and is going to
contest the upcoming elec-
tions and people have
recognised the petitioner
party from its symbol for
more than four decades
and now great prejudice
would be caused to the pe-
titioner party if the same
symbol is allotted to some
other party”.

The petitioner’s lawyer,
Advocate Kamlesh Kumar
Mishra, also informed the
court that it contested the
2014 Lok Sabha election on
the flaming torch symbol.

The court, however,
noted even if the petition-
er was allotted the symbol
in question in 2014, it does
not give rise to a “vested
right” in respect of its al-
lotment and that the peti-
tioner has contested under
a different election symbol
after that.

The Election
Commission, represented
by lawyer Sidhant Kumar,
defended the allotment
and said there was no re-
quirement under the law
to issue any notification,
as claimed by the petition-
er, before passing the allot-
ment order.

HC rejects plea by Samata Party
against flaming torch election symbol
 To Sena faction

Chennai, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Opposition
AIADMK presented a pic-
ture of contrast on
Wednesday with former
Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam attending
the Assembly session
while the leader of opposi-
tion K Palaniswami
staged a protest here, de-
manding that the Speaker
de-recognise the former as
deputy floor leader of the
party.

The principal opposi-
tion had boycotted the last
day of the three-day
Assembly session today to
seek the Assembly
Speaker to accept the
party’s R B Udayakumar
as the new deputy floor
leader, replacing

Panneerselvam, who has
been removed from the
party.

Clad in black shirts and
white dhotis, the
AIADMK members gath-
ered in large numbers at
the historic Valluvar
Kottam here to stage a fast
agitation demanding that
Udayakumar be allotted
Panneerselvam’s chair in
the Assembly.

They raised slogans de-
nouncing the ruling DMK.
The party’s women cadres
turned up for the agitation
wearing black sarees.

The police however de-
tained Palaniswami, who
is AIADMK’s interim gen-
eral secretary, along with
his party members for
staging a fast agitation
without police permis-

sion. As a result, hun-
dreds of agitating mem-
bers were shifted to the
Rajarathnam stadium,
here, before being re-
leased.

Speaking to reporters at
the stadium, Palaniswami
alleged “murder of
democracy” and accused
Chief Minister M K Stalin
of attempting to ‘demol-
ish’ the AIADMK through
Panneerselvam.

When the police, pres-
ent on the occasion, ob-
jected to giving byte to the
media, a visibly annoyed
Palaniswami raised his
voice against the police.
Immediately, the party
members shouted at the
police and Palaniswami
had to restrain the
AIADMK members.

Palaniswami, AIADMK 
members held for staging protest

As rival faction attends Assembly



London, Oct 19 (PTI):
Home Secretary Suella
Braverman has said the
UK is eager to secure a
trade deal with India to
boost both economies and
that Brexit has meant that
Britain no longer has a
Eurocentric mindset to-
wards trade or visas.

Addressing a Diwali
event organised by UK-
based India Global Forum
(IGF) in London on
Tuesday evening, the
Indian-origin Cabinet
minister spoke of being a
proud member of the
British Indian community
and hailed the contribu-
tion made by the Indian di-
aspora to British life.

In an apparent effort to
override her recent con-
troversial remarks about
Indians forming the
largest group of visa over-
stayers, the minister said
the UK’s villages, towns
and cities have been “pro-
foundly enriched by immi-
gration from India”.

MALNOURISHED CHILDREN

Women hold their malnourished children at the Hays Rural Hospital in Hodeida, Yemen. For years starvation has
been an everyday threat for Yemen’s children. Now, as the war threatens to escalate between the country’s 
warring parties after months of a tenuous truce, there are fears that it could get worse.

MISSILE SYSTEMS

This photo provided by Revolutionary Guard’s ground force  shows missile systems
in a maneuver in northwestern Iran.
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New York, Oct 19 (PTI):

A globe spanning, 15-
year investigation has led
to the repatriation of 307
antiquities by the US that
were stolen and trafficked
from India and valued at
nearly four million dollars,
the majority seized from
disgraced art dealer
Subhash Kapoor.

Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg an-
nounced on Monday the re-
turn of 307 antiquities val-
ued at nearly USD 4 million
to the people of India. Of
these, 235 antiquities were
seized following the inves-
tigation by the office of the
Manhattan District
Attorney into Kapoor, “a
prolific looter who helped
traffic items from
Afghanistan, Cambodia,

India, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, and
other countries. All the an-

tiquities were returned
during a repatriation cere-
mony at the Indian
Consulate in New York at-

tended by India’s Consul
General Randir Jaiswal,
and US Homeland Security
Investigations Acting
Deputy Special Agent-in-
Charge Christopher Lau, a
statement issued by the
Manhattan District
Attorney’s office said.

“These antiquities were
stolen by multiple complex
and sophisticated traffick-
ing rings the leaders of
which showed no regard
for the cultural or histori-
cal significance of these
objects,” Bragg said,
adding that “we are proud
to return hundreds of stun-
ning pieces back to the peo-
ple of India.”

Among the pieces being
returned is the Arch
Parikara, crafted from
marble and dating to the
12-13th century.

US repatriates 307 antiquities valued
USD 4 mn stolen, trafficked from India

The U.S. authorities formally handed over 307 antiquities,
estimated to be worth nearly $4 million to Indian officials.
15-year investigation has led to the repatriation of antiqui-
ties by the US that were stolen and trafficked from India, the
majority seized from disgraced art dealer Subhash Kapoor.

Islamabad, Oct 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s junior for-
eign minister Hina
Rabbani Khar will attend
the plenary session of
the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) in
Paris during which the
global anti-money laun-
dering watchdog would
discuss Islamabad’s ef-
forts to exit its grey list.

The first FATF Plenary
under the two-year
Singapore Presidency of
T Raja Kumar will take
place on October 20-21,
according to the Paris-
based watchdog.

Khar, the State
Minister for Foreign
Affairs, has reached
Paris to attend the FATF
meeting which would de-
cide whether to remove
Pakistan from its grey
list, the Daily Times
newspaper reported.

On Monday, Khar led a
Pakistani team in a meet-
ing with Jean-Louis
Bourlanges, the head of
the foreign affairs com-
mittee of the French
National Assembly, the
paper reported.

The FATF’s Working
Group and Plenary ses-
sions in Paris will be at-
tended by representa-
tives from 206 Global
Network members and
observer organisations
including, the
International Monetary
Fund, the United
Nations, the World Bank,
Interpol, and the Egmont
Group of Financial
Intelligence Units. The

plenary’s decisions
would be made public at
the end of the two days of
discussion. Pakistan was
included in the grey list
in June 2018 for deficien-
cies and given a plan of
action to plug various
legal, financial and regu-
latory to fight money
laundering and combat
terror financing.

Islamabad made high-
level political commit-
ments to address these
deficiencies under a 27-
point action plan. But
later the number of ac-
tion points was enhanced
to 34.

Pak minister Hina

Rabbani Khar to attend

FATF meet in Paris

LLoonnddoonn,,  OOcctt  1199  ((AAPP)):: The British Broadcasting Corp marked 100
years of broadcasting on Tuesday, a century after a group of wire-
less manufacturers founded the company and began filling the
airwaves with its first daily radio service. The BBC was founded on
Oct 18, 1922, in London and daily broadcasting began a month
later. The broadcaster is marking its centenary with a series of
special programs, including a guest appearance from King Charles
III on “The Repair Shop,” a programme featuring expert crafts-
people restoring antiques. Actress Jodie Whittaker will make her
last appearance as the Time Lord on a special episode of “Doctor
Who” on Sunday, before Ncuti Gatwa takes over the role.

BBC marks 100 years of broadcasting history

United Nations, Oct 19 (PTI):

China has put a hold on
a proposal by India and
the US at the United
Nations to list Lashkar-e-
Taiba leader Shahid
Mahmood as a global ter-
rorist, the fourth instance
in as many months that
Beijing has blocked bids to
blacklist Pakistan-based
terrorists at the world
body. It is learnt that
China, an all-weather ally
of Pakistan, placed a hold
on the proposal by India
and the US to designate
Mahmood, 42, as a global
terrorist under the 1267 Al
Qaeda Sanctions
Committee of the UN
Security Council.

The US Department of
Treasury had designated
Mahmood as well as an-
other LeT leader
Muhammad Sarwar in

December 2016 as part of
the action “to disrupt
Lashkar-e Taiba’s (LeT)
fundraising and support
networks.”

The decision to hold
comes at a time when UN
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres is in
India and has paid hom-
age to the victims of the
26/11 attack in Mumbai.
The Terror attack carried
out by LeT in which over
160 people, including
American citizens, were
killed.

According to informa-
tion on the US Department
of the Treasury’s website,
Mahmood “has been a
longstanding senior LeT
member based in Karachi,
Pakistan, and has been af-
filiated with the group
since at least 2007. As early
as June 2015 through at
least June 2016, Mahmood

served as the vice chair-
man of Falah-i-Insaniat
Foundation (FIF), a hu-
manitarian and fundrais-
ing arm of LeT.”

In 2014, Mahmood was
the leader of FIF in
Karachi. In August 2013,
Mahmood was identified
as a LeT publications wing
member, the website said.

“Mahmood was previ-
ously part of LeT’s over-
seas operations team led
by Sajjid
Mir...Additionally, in
August 2013, Mahmood
was instructed to forge
covert links with Islamic
organisations in
Bangladesh and Burma,
and as of late 2011,
Mahmood claimed that
LeT’s primary concern
should be attacking India
and America,” the US
Department of Treasury
said.

China blocks blacklisting 
of Lashkar terrorist at UN

UK inflation accelerates
to 40-year-high 

amid food cost rise

LLoonnddoonn,,  OOcctt  1199  ((AAPP))::  The UK
inflation accelerated to a 40-
year high in September as the
soaring cost of food squeezed
household budgets. The con-
sumer price index rose 10.1%,
compared with 9.9% the previ-
ous month, the Office for
National Statistics said
Wednesday. The new data
shows inflation returned to the
July peak and is once again at
the highest since early 1982.
The increase was driven by
food prices, which leapt by
14.5% from a year earlier, the
biggest jump since 1980, the
ONS said. The rise increases
expectations that the Bank of
England will raise interest rates
further and faster as it strug-
gles to return inflation to its 2%
target. It will also make it more
difficult for the government’s
new Treasury chief, who took
office less than a week ago, to
restore financial stability after
the government’s economic
plan roiled financial markets
over the past month. 

Eager to secure trade deal with
India, says UK’s Suella Braverman
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Fight against
Osteoporosis

Osteoporosis is a well-
known bone disease that af-
fects more than 200 million
people worldwide.It is often
referred to as the "silent dis-
ease" that leads to weak and
fragile bones.Millions of peo-
ple worldwide suffer tragical-
ly from osteoporosis-related
fractures, which have signifi-
cant socioeconomic costs for
society and healthcare sys-
tems. Urbanization and age-
ing populations are driving
rapid increases in the osteo-
porosis disease burden.The
annual observance of World
Osteoporosis Day (WOD) on
October 20 is intended to raise
awareness of osteoporosis
and metabolic bone disease
worldwide and its prevention,
symptoms, diagnosis, and
treatment. The purpose of the
day is to raise awareness of
osteoporosis and fragility
fractures on a global scale.
World Osteoporosis Day was
launched in 1996 by the
United Kingdom’s National
Osteoporosis Society and was
supported by the European
Commission. According to
the International
Osteoporosis Foundation
(IOF), one in every three
women and one in every five
men over the age of fifty will
suffer a broken bone as a re-
sult of osteoporosis, and frac-
tures caused by osteoporosis
can be life-threatening as well
as a major cause of pain and
long-term disability.The dis-
ease can be managed with
medication, making certain
lifestyle changes, dietary
modifications, and taking
supplements.Therefore,
World Osteoporosis Day
serves as a platform for peo-
ple from all walks of life to
come together and spread
awareness of the prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of
osteoporosis.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Chinese designs
Having strengthened the

LAC by constructing bunkers,
helipads, roads and lines of
communications, President
Xi Jinping has declared to en-
hance the effectiveness of the
People’s Liberation Army by
accelerated modernisation
and combat preparedness.
Though the thrust of his ad-
dress at the National
Congress was directed at the
US, Indian concerns cannot
be ignored. There is no indica-
tion of diversion from its ex-
pansionist policy which in-
cludes annexation of Taiwan.
It is vital for India to make its
side of the LAC impregnable
to prevent PLA’s frequent in-
cursions. China’s aggressive
designs must be countered by
close coordination among all
of our armed forces and utilis-
ing paramilitary units as
force multipliers. Determined
efforts in all the relevant
spheres may be urgently im-
plemented to counter China’s
hostile activities.

Subhash Vaid, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and others at the inauguration of the DefExpo 22, at
Mahatma Mandir Convention and Exhibition Centre in Gandhinagar, Wednesday, Oct. 19.

DEFEXPO 22

V eteran leader Mallikarjun Kharge has been elected the new chief
of the Congress party. He is the first non-Gandhi chief of the

Congress in more than 24 years.  Mr Kharge, widely seen to be the
"Gandhi-approved" candidate, won 90 per cent of the votes cast on
Monday. He scored 7,897 votes while Shashi Tharoor finished with
1,072. The election comes three years after Sonia Gandhi agreed to tem-
porarily lead the party when Rahul Gandhi stepped down, taking respon-
sibility for the two consecutive routs of the party in 2014 and 2019 gen-
eral elections. With over half a century of association with the grand old
party, Kharge was a former union minister and leader of the opposition
in Rajya Sabha. His prolonged electoral success both at the state and at
the national level, amicability with fellow party workers and loyalty to
the Gandhi family make him a suitable candidate for the party chief role
even before the election. His candid proclamation that he would have no
shame in taking the advice and support of the Gandhi family in running
party affairs, in case he becomes its president is in the expected line of
expressing obeisance to the family. This was made in response to a
query that whether he will be remote controlled by the family. He also
said, "Further Sonia and Rahul Gandhi know every nook and corner of
the country, who is where and who can do what for the party. What has
to be done to have unity in the party, I need to learn and I will do it," he
added. This, however, is obsequious, as currently, the party seems to be
in disarray. Strengthening organizational unity has become an exigency.
This should be the top priority for the new chief. The prevailing trust
deficit and infighting within the various party leaders at all levels need
to be checked. The hasty exodus of party leaders and workers in almost
every state was weakening the party; both the perspective of leaders as
well as the vital foot soldiers. The inept handling of the Punjab state ear-
lier this year had resulted in a humiliating defeat. The recent mass exo-
dus of the Goa lawmakers exposed their cluelessness. Presently, the re-
sentment between Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot is simmering in
Rajasthan, and also the discontent between DK Shivkumar and
Siddaramaiah in Karnataka bubbles quite often.  Like in any team sport,
a leader's achievement is not judged by his or her performance, but by
the team's success in winning major tournaments. Similarly, Congress
while consolidating the party should also start winning elections. The
emergence of a set of new generation altruistic leaders over existing re-
gional dynasties can be a boon. In new informed and aspirational India,
a self-made, truthful, sincere and hard-working person weighs more
than an incompetent lineage. Here again, it has to be decided how the
party can achieve this. Not by sycophancy and nepotism, maybe only by
a contemporary realistic outlook. At the same time the leader should en-
sure that whatever they preach, they should practice.  So Kharge as
Congress president, the task at hand is huge. Moreover, it has to be seen
what will prevail - obsequiousness or pragmatism, and how fast and ef-
fectively the party can accomplish their mission.

Congress revival of party
has truly begun

S wearing was long dis-
missed as a topic of seri-

ous research because it was as-
sumed to be simply a sign of ag-
gression, weak language profi-
ciency or even low intelligence.
We now have quite a lot of evi-
dence that challenges this view,
prompting us to reconsider the
nature and power of swearing.
Whether we are fans of swear-
ing or not, many of us are likely
to resort to it now and again. To
estimate the power of swearing,
and work out where it comes
from, we recently carried out a
review of more than 100 aca-
demic papers on the subject
from different disciplines. The
study, published in Lingua,
shows that the use of of taboo
words can deeply affect the way
we think, act and relate to each
other. People often associate
swearing with catharsis the re-
lease of strong emotion.

It is undeniably different
from and more powerful than
other forms of language use.
Interestingly, for speakers of
more than one language, the
catharsis is nearly always
greater when swearing in one's
first language than any lan-
guages learned subsequently.

Swearing arouses the emotions.
This can be measured in auto-
nomic responses such as in-
creased sweating and some-
times increased heart rate.
These changes suggest that
swearing can trigger the "fight
or flight" function.

Neuroscientific research sug-
gests that swearing might be lo-
cated in different parts of the
brain from other speech re-
gions. Specifically, it might acti-
vate parts of the "limbic sys-
tem" (including features known
as the basal ganglia and the
amygdala). These deep struc-
tures are involved in aspects of
memory and emotion process-
ing which are instinctive and
difficult to inhibit. This might
explain why swearing can re-
main intact in people who have
suffered brain damage and
struggle to speak as a result.
Laboratory-based experiments
also show cognitive effects. We
know that swear words com-
mand more attention and are
better remembered than other
words. But they also interfere
with the cognitive processing of
other words/stimuli so it seems
swearing can sometimes get in
the way of thinking, too.

This may, however, be worth
it at least sometimes. In experi-
ments requiring people to sub-
merse a hand in icy water,
swearing produces pain relief.
In these studies, vocalising a
swear word leads to higher pain
tolerance and higher pain
threshold compared with neu-
tral words. Other studies have
found increased physical
strength in people after swear-
ing. But swearing doesn't just
influence our physical and

mental selves it also affects our
relationships with others.
Research in communication
and linguistics has shown an
array of distinctive social pur-
poses of swearing from express-
ing aggression and causing of-
fence to social bonding, hu-
mour and story-telling. Bad lan-
guage can even help us manage
our identities and display inti-
macy and trust as well as boost-
ing attention and dominance
over other people.

Despite having such a notice-
able effect on our lives, we cur-
rently know very little about
where swearing gets its power.
Interestingly, when we hear a
swear word in an unfamiliar
language, it seems just like any
other word and will not produce
any of these outcomes there's
nothing particular about the
sound of the word itself that is
universally offensive. So, the
power does not come from the
words themselves. Equally, it is
not inherent in the word mean-
ings or sounds: neither eu-
phemisms nor similar sounding
words have such a profound ef-
fect on us. One explanation is
that "aversive conditioning" the
use of punishment to prevent
continued swearing typically
occurs during childhood. This
may establish a visceral connec-
tion between language use and
emotional response. While this
hypothesis sounds correct, it is
weakly evidenced by only a
handful of studies that have in-
vestigated memories of child-
hood punishment for swearing.
There are almost no empirical
studies of links between such
memories and adult responses
to swearing.

To get to the bottom of why
swearing has such a profound
effect on us, we need to investi-
gate the nature of people's mem-
ories for swearing. What were
their significant swearing inci-
dents? Did swearing always
bring about unpleasant conse-
quences, such as punishment,
or were there benefits too? What
about people's ongoing experi-
ences of swearing throughout
the lifespan? After all, our re-
search shows that swearing can
sometimes help people bond
with one another. We think it
might be possible for swearing
to show a similar memory pat-
tern to that for music we re-
member and like the songs best
that we listened to during ado-
lescence. That's because, like
music, swearing possibly takes
on new meaning in adolescence.
It becomes an important way to
respond to the intense emotions
we tend to have during this
time, and an act that signals in-
dependence from parents and
connection with friends. So,
swear words and songs used
during this time may become
forever linked with important
and highly memorable experi-
ences. Research also needs to ex-
amine whether there is a link
between memories of swearing
and the effects observed in ex-
periments. This could show
whether people with more posi-
tive memories respond differ-
ently to those with negative
memories. A final point to con-
sider is whether swearing will
start to lose its power if it be-
comes more socially acceptable
and thus loses its offensiveness.
For now, however, it certainly
remains a faux-pas.

The power of swearing: How obscene words
influence your mind, body and relationships

W hile it's almost unnotice-
able to begin with, nearly

every cell, organ and biological
process gets a little bit worse every
year we're alive starting from age 30
or so. The sum of these processes is
what we know as ageing. For most
of us, loss of muscle strength and
mass are some of the first and most
obvious age-related changes we
see. While this might only start out
as a couple of extra little aches and
pains, over time a lack of muscle
mass can lead to a number of issues
including poor balance, frailty and
loss of independence. It's also asso-
ciated with a myriad of health prob-
lems, including higher risk of dia-
betes and cardiovascular disease
and even dementia.

While researchers aren't entirely
sure why muscle mass decreases so
much as we get older, the good news
is that we do know regular exercise
can help lessen this impact and can
even delay some of this inevitable
muscle loss. Regular physical activity
is also shown to lower risk of pre-
ventable diseases, maintain physical
function well into old age, and even

improve immune function. Given
how important muscle is for our
health, the best way to maintain
it after 30 is to keep moving. But
let's say you're someone who
hasn't regularly exercised in a
few years, or has never done
muscle-building exercises be-
fore. First and foremost, remem-
ber that ageing doesn't mean
you need to avoid heavy exer-
cise. Our research suggested
that younger and older men recov-
ered in a similar manner to heavy
muscle-building resistance training,
so long as the training was tailored
to each participant's fitness level.
However, it's important to consider
your abilities before you begin exer-
cising. A common mistake people
make after being off training for
years (or even decades) is trying to
do what they used to do, or doing too
much too quickly in those first work-
outs. This may lead to injury, so it's
important to build your workouts up
gradually. Realistically, the best
workout plan to follow is the NHS's
physical activity recommendations
for 18-65-year-olds.  This says people

should aim to be physically active
most days, and do muscle-building
exercises at least two days per week.
But what kind of muscle-building ex-
ercises should you do? Well, there's
actually a myriad of different types
of resistance exercise to choose
from, and all are more or less equally
as beneficial as the other. The cliche
people immediately think of is large,
muscular people lifting heavy
weights in a gym, but there many
more options out there. So if you pre-
fer doing bodyweight exercises such
as pilates, using resistance bands, or
hard work while gardening over lift-
ing barbells, that's what you should
aim to do twice a week. Enjoyment

counts for a lot, especially if it
means you'll keep doing your
new exercise routines.
Endurance-based exercise (such
as walking, running and cycling)
are also very good for you in mul-
tiple ways, beyond just building
muscle and improving heart
health. There's also a very clear
relationship between longevity
and doing light physical activity
daily. However, it's important not

to do too much of a good thing espe-
cially high-intensity, resistance-
based training. Research shows that
doing more vigorous high intensity
physical activity than recommended
isn't associated with substantial ben-
efits to longevity. For clarity, this
data doesn't suggest the high inten-
sity is negative in terms of health,
just that more isn't necessarily bet-
ter. From a dietary point of view,
many older people don't eat enough
protein. Sufficient protein intake is
necessary to increase and maintain
muscle mass even more so if you're
regularly exercising. Current guide-
lines recommend a minimum of 0.8
grams of protein per kg of body

mass per day for all adults.
But you'll need to double this to

1.6 grams per kg of body mass if
you're looking to build muscle. So
for a person who weighs 70kg, they
would need to eat around 112g of
protein per day to build muscle. This
would be the equivalent of eating
approximately one large chicken
breast, a protein shake, three eggs
and a can of tuna (though it will
vary depending on what products
you use, so be sure to check the la-
bels). This seems to be especially
important for physically active older
people(over 60 years of age). It's
also good to spread the protein you
consume evenly throughout the day
to help your body absorb so much
protein as it can per meal. While
muscle will still inevitably decrease
with age no matter how much you
exercise, being physically active
often is still one of the best ways we
know of when it comes to maximis-
ing both good health and fitness and
lifespan. And the earlier you make
exercise a habit, the better off you
may be in old age.

Muscle is important for good health here’s 
how to maintain it after middle age
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Neil Entwistle

F inally, after what was arguably the worst summer on record for
glaciers, snow has begun to fall in the European Alps. It is much

needed. Over the 19 years that I have visited and studied the glaciers in
Switzerland, I have not seen a summer like 2022. The scale of change is
staggering. Glaciologists like me used to use the word "extreme" to de-
scribe annual ice loss of around 2 per cent of a glacier's overall volume.
This year Switzerland's glaciers have lost an average of 6.2 per cent of
their ice extreme indeed. The new flurries of snow will form a protec-
tive blanket to shield and reflect 90% of the sun's radiation back into
the atmosphere and limits the warming and melting of the ice beneath.
When snow falls over the winter, and then subsequently doesn't melt
over the summer, it adds to the mass of a glacier. Over a few similar
years, gravity would take over and glaciers would start to advance
downhill. However over the past century, that has not been the case.
The protective layers of snow have not been thick enough to offset the
warming summer temperatures and on average glaciers around the
world have been wasting away since the end of the little ice age in the
mid-late 1800s. Back to this summer. Across the Alps, the preceding
winter had very limited snowfall and therefore glaciers were not well
insulated against the forthcoming summer melt season. Spring was
particularly harsh as natural atmospheric weather patterns carried
Saharan dust to Europe and blanketed the Alpine landscape. Since dust
absorbs more solar energy than snow (which is white and therefore
more reflective), the now orange-tinted snow melted faster than ever.
Then a major heatwave saw temperature records smashed across
Europe, with parts of the UK reaching 40 C for the first time. The Alps
were not spared. For instance Zermatt, a famous car-free Swiss village
in the shadow of the Matterhorn, recorded temperatures up to 33 C de-
spite being 1,620 meters above sea level. Glaciers in particular took a
beating. By July, the Alps looked like they normally look in September:
snow free, with snow and ice-fed rivers flowing at their peak. This was
not normal. The last time glaciers had an extreme melt season was in
2003 when, again, temperatures were very high across Europe, and a
heatwave killed at least 30,000 people (more than 14,000 in France
alone). That calendar year, 3.8% of glacier ice melted across
Switzerland. This year, for the first time ever, Zermatt closed its sum-
mer skiing. Guides stopped leading high mountain expeditions as per-
mafrost the frozen ground that binds rocks together was thawing and
causing almost constant rockfalls. Mont Blanc was closed. We are able
to put this in historical context thanks in part to work by the charitable
organisation Alpine Glacier Project which was established in 1972 and,
along with the University of Salford where I work, has led scientific ex-
peditions to glaciers near Zermatt every summer for 50 years. Scores of
students have helped to observe the effect of our warming climate
through chemically monitoring changes in meltwater, topographically
surveying the landscape and by taking photos from the same position
over the years. Over the project's five decades, Gorner Glacier and
Findel Glacier have retreated 1,385 metres and 1,655 metres respec-
tively. In Switzerland these glacial meltwaters are used for hydropower.
In fact, water falling on 93% of Switzerland ultimately passes through
at least one electric power plant before even leaving the country. So
one consequence is that melting glaciers help to compensate for low
rainfall in times of drought, filling reservoirs to supply the nations ener-
gy supply. You could argue that not all glaciers were equally affected by
this summer's catastrophic retreat and ice loss. In part, this is true. The
extent to which a glacier has melted does depend on the altitude at
which it is located, how steep the glacier tongue is, and how heavily it is
covered with debris. There may too be localised climate factors.
However, research just published has shown that Austrian glaciers have
also lost more glacial ice in 2022 than they have in 70 years of observa-
tions and therefore it is quite clear that severe melt has been the norm
in 2022. Visiting and viewing the geography of high mountain environ-
ments is a breathtaking experience, but my fear is that the continued
ice melt and extreme temperatures seen this year are not an anomaly.
Many more glaciers could be lost entirely within a generation. 

Glaciers in the Alps are
melting faster than ever 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  THURSDAY, OCTOBER  20,  2022

BRIEF

MSP hike 

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Tuesday
hailed the Centre's de-
cision to hike the min-
imum support price
(MSP) of six rabi
crops, saying it is an-
other move in the di-
rection of govern-
ment's commitment
towards doubling the
income of farmers.
The government on
Tuesday hiked the
minimum support
price (MSP) of six
rabi crops by up to 9
per cent, with Rs 110
per quintal increase
for wheat crop to boost
domestic production
and farmers' income.

Investors meet
Hyderabad: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday sought invest-
ments from business-
men here. By high-
lighting the natural
and human resources,
among others, and a
stable government in
Odisha, he said,"On
the strength of our ...
natural resources,
skilled human re-
sources, and stable
government, Odisha
is emerging as a lead-
ing destination for in-
dustries and invest-
ment." He was speak-
ing at the 'Odisha
Investors' Meet' hosted
by the State govern-
ment in collaboration
with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), the
national industry
partner for 'Make-in-
Odisha' conclave '22 to
be held in the capital
city of Bhubaneswar
from November 30 to
December 4, 2022.

Defence exports

Gandhinagar: India
registered defence ex-
ports worth Rs 8,000
crore in six months of
the current financial
year and aims to
achieve the target of
outbound shipments of
Rs 35,000 crore by 2025,
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said. He
was speaking at the
curtain raiser event of
Defence Expo
(DefExpo), scheduled
to be held from
October 18 to 22 in
Gandhinagar. Singh
said India's defence
sector has registered
exports worth Rs 30,000
crore after 2014 when
the Narendra Modi
government assumed
office at the Centre.

Manufacturing unit
Kolkata:
Manappuram
Jewellers Ltd, a
Manappuram group
company, has set up a
manufacturing unit at
Ankurhati in West
Bengal, an official
said. This unit, the
company's second
after Bangalore, will
be formally inaugu-
rated. "The unit has
begun on a 2,500
square feet location in
Ankurhati. We have
sought an additional
3,000 square feet for
expansion. We expect
to receive it in 3-4
months," the company
official said.

AGREEMENTS SIGNING

Adani Defence and Aerospace CEO Ashish Rajvanshi (right) with Air Works Group MD
and CEO D Anand Bhaskar during the signing of agreements to acquire Air Works for
an enterprise value of Rs 400 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 19:  

RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) mem-
ber Ashima Goyal on
Wednesday said that the
efforts of the Reserve
Bank to contain price rise
by repeatedly increasing
interest rates will help in
containing inflation,
which is likely to fall
below 6 per cent next year.

Goyal further said that
the policy rate hikes have
largely reversed pandem-
ic-time cuts but the real
rate remains low enough
not to hurt the growth re-
covery.

"With a lag of two-three
quarters, higher real rates
will reduce demand in the
economy. "International
commodity prices are soft-
ening with the global slow-

down and supply chain
bottlenecks have reduced,"
she told PTI in a telephon-
ic interview. In order to
control rising inflation,
the RBI on September 30,
raised the short-term lend-
ing rate for the third con-
secutive time by 50 bps to
take the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. Since May it has cu-
mulatively increased the
key interest rate by 190
basis points.

"The Indian government
is also taking action to re-
duce supply-side inflation.
Current projections show
inflation falling below 6
per cent next year," Goyal
said. The central bank is
mandated to keep inflation
at 4 per cent with a 2 per
cent margin on either side.
According to Goyal, a
mildly positive real inter-

est rate can act to reduce
inflation, with supportive
supply-side action, while
imposing minimal growth
sacrifice. She noted that
today the forward-looking
real interest rate is posi-
tive and such a rapid re-
sponse in an inflation tar-
geting regime to inflation
exceeding tolerance
bands, helps anchor infla-
tion expectations.

India's consumer price
index (CPI) based infla-
tion in September rose to
a five-month high of 7.41
per cent, remaining well
above the upper tolerance
level of RBI's inflation tar-
geting framework for the
ninth consecutive month.
Replying to a question on
the Indian rupee touching
a historic low, Goyal
pointed out that a more

depreciated rupee makes
imports more expensive
and hurts those who have
borrowed abroad but may
raise returns for some ex-
porters. While observing
that lower imports and
higher exports can help
reduce the current ac-
count deficit, she said the
dollar is strengthening
against all currencies as
rising Fed rates attract
funds back to the US.

"But INR depreciation
is less than most other
advanced and emerging
markets and equity in-
flows have returned re-
cently," she said, adding
that since the INR is mar-
ket-determined, this
means markets are fac-
toring in India's better
prospects and lower in-
flation.

RBI rate hikes to contain
price rise; inflation to fall

below 6pc next year New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Indian automobile in-
dustry needs to provide
flexi-fuel vehicles at vari-
ous price points quickly to
accelerate the adoption of
blended fuel technology,
Union Minister Hardeep
Puri said on Wednesday.
The government will pro-
vide comprehensive sup-
port from the supply, policy
and demand side for the
sale of flexi fuel - E10 (a
blend of 10 per cent
ethanol with petrol) and
E20 (20 per cent ethanol
with petrol) - vehicles, a vi-
able business proposition
for the auto industry, he
said here at an event organ-
ised by auto industry body
SIAM.

"I think, we need more
options to be created at var-
ious price points, including
two-wheelers and three-
wheelers and we need them

quickly," the Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas, and Housing and
Urban Development said.
He cited the example of the
launch of Japanese car
maker Toyota's first-of-its-
kind pilot project on flex-
fuel - a strong hybrid elec-
tric vehicle (FFV-SHEV)
that can run on 100 per cent
ethanol in India last week
to assert how things are de-
veloping on the blended
fuel front. Puri said the gov-
ernment is ready from the
supply side to launch E20.

"We are sure that the pro-
duction goal of 1,000 crore
litres will be achieved five
years beforehand, and we'll
be ready with the pilot proj-
ect of having E20 fuel avail-
able in select pumps by
April 2023," he asserted.

Auto industries needs to provide
flexi-fuel vehicles: Puri

̈ At various price
points to accelerate
blended fuel tech
adoption

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Axis Bank has increased
the marginal cost of funds
based lending rates (MCLR)
by 25 basis points across
tenors with immediate ef-
fect, the bank said on
Tuesday. The country's
third largest private sector
lender in a communication
on its website stated that
the benchmark one-year
MCLR is up by 25 basis
points to 8.35 per cent with
effect from October 18, 2022.

The hike in MCLR rates
by Axis Bank follows peer
lenders increasing lending
rates in response to a 50
basis increase in the repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on September
30. Earlier, Axis Bank
charged 8.10 per cent on
one-year tenor MCLR--
which is the benchmark
for the lenders to price
most of the consumer
loans such as auto, person-
al and home. Among other
tenors from overnight to
one-three and-six months,
the new rates are in the
range of 8.15 -8.30 per cent,
up by 0.25 per cent each.

Axis Bank hikes
MCLR rates across
tenors by 25 bps

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

India's internet freedom score
improved by two points to 51
in the global ranking following
efforts to bridge the digital
divide in the country, the US
government-funded NGO
Freedom House said. The
improvement in the score is
also based on reduced fre-
quency and intensity of inter-
net shutdowns in the country.
"Internet freedom in India
marginally improved over the
last year, following four years
of decline, as efforts to bridge
the country's digital divides
expanded access to the inter-
net. While the government
continues to impose internet
shutdowns, they have reduced
in their frequency and intensi-
ty," Freedom on The Net 2022

said.  India's score was 49 in
Internet Freedom in 2021.
According to report, legal
challenges to laws enabling
the government to censor
online content, including
against the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, have
seen limits imposed on some
powers. "However, the state
continues to block online con-
tent, and Indian internet users
risk arrest for posts critical of
the government.
Misinformation and disinfor-
mation are frequently shared
online, and journalists, non-
governmental organizations,
and members of marginalized
groups remain at risk of facing
hate speech and online
harassment," the report said.

Internet Freedom in India
improves after 4 years of
decline: Freedom House

New Delhi, Oct 19:  

Smartphone maker
Vivo on Tuesday said it
will release software up-
dates this month to make
most of its 5G-enable
handsets work with both
standalone and non-stand-
alone 5G networks.
Standalone 5G network
transmits only 5G signal,
while the signal with a
mix of 4G and 5G net-
works is called non-stand-
alone 5G network. At pres-
ent, Reliance Jio provides
standalone 5G network
while Bharti Airtel offers
non-standalone 5G net-
work. Vivo has launched
30 smartphones for 5G

services, which are com-
patible with non-stand-
alone 5G network. "More
than six of our smart-
phones are supporting the
5G SA (standalone) net-
work. Most of our smart-
phones are compatible
with NSA (non-standalone
network). We will release
software updates this
month which will make
most of our smartphones
compatible with 5G SA as
well," Vivo India Business
Strategy Head Paigham
Danish told reporters on
the sidelines of Vivo Tech
Day. Vivo is the third
largest smartphone seller
in India, as per IDC.

According to market re-
search firm IDC, the com-
pany had close to 17 per
cent market share in
terms of volume in the
April-June 2022 quarter.

Vivo to release software updates
for its devices this month

̈ To support 5G 
services of Jio 
and Airtel

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

TASVA, the mens Indian
wear brand from Aditya
Birla Fashion & Retail and
T a r u n
Ta h i l i a n i a n n o u n c e s
Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday as its first
brand ambassadors,
adding glamour and style
to all your celebrations!Get
ready to bring in the fes-
tive and shaadi season
with Bollywood’s hottest
duo. Ranbir Kapoor is seen
promoting the brand’s
range of ethnic clothing
with Ananya Panday in a
festive campaign film, re-
leased across media plat-
forms for the upcoming
festive season. Ranbir
Kapoor and Ananya
Panday represent the
changing mindset of mod-
ern India. Launched in
2021, TASVA aims to infuse
fresh energy into the

Indian celebratory experi-
ence for the male con-
sumer with its traditional
and fusion Indian apparel
that are high on un-
matched quality, comfort
and style. Its ethos of free-
dom to be oneself and let
individuality shine
through, is in perfect sync
with that of Ranbir
Kapoor and Ananya
Panday.

Sharing the announce-
ment, Mr. Tarun Tahiliani,
Chief Design Officer,

TASVA said, “Who better
than Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday to bring
alive the vision of TASVA
and its contemporary
styles. Like TASVA, they
have a natural sense of
style that’s effortless and a
perfect representation of
new age India. I am
thrilled to have their
charming and youthful en-
ergy, fuel the brand appeal
for our standout and fast
growing menswear
brand.”

New Delhi, Oct 19: 

Realme, the most trust-
ed technology brand, has
launched realme Care
service system for a seam-
less and simplified end-to-
end customer support for
its users. The launch
marks the brand's entry
into its second phase of
growth with an added
focus on customer experi-
ence beyond expectation.
realme’s 70 million+ users
in India can now easily ac-
cess customer services
across both online and of-
fline touch-points ranging
from whatsapp to social
media and 1000+ service
centers across the country.

realme is committed to
improve customer service
experience and customer
satisfaction with high-
quality service. As the up-
dated service system of
realme, realme Care high-
lights the further deepen-

ing of the concept of “con-
sumer-oriented”.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement Mr Madhav
Sheth, CEO, realme India,
VP, realme and President,
realme International
Business Group said,
“realme Care is a testimo-
ny of our commitment to
serving the best to our cus-
tomers and our focus to
further build on our cus-
tomer experience.
Through this initiative, we
are ensuring a complete
service through digital
technology with ‘service
quality’ as the foundation
and ‘consistency, conven-
ience and care’ as the core
values. We are hopeful
that realme’s service will
become the customer ex-
perience benchmark in
the technology industry.”
realme has also an-
nounced realme Care+,
available at an affordable
cost starting INR489. The

Bengaluru, Oct 18: 

Get all festive ready
for some last-minute
shopping with Amazon
Great Indian Festival to
decorate your house to
match the festive mood.
Brighten up your home
and let the creative
juices flow in with the
budget-friendly options
available on Amazon.in.
Get elegant curtains
and cushions, wall
hangings, paintings,
sculptures, candle
stands, and comfortable
furniture such as a sofa
set, fitness & sports
equipment and more to
fulfill your last-minute
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Customers shopping
during the Great Indian
Festival can save 10%
withan instant discount

using Citi, ICICI bank,
Kotak, RuPay Credit
cards and Credit on
EMI; No-cost EMI using
Bajaj Finserv EMI card,
Amazon Pay ICICI
Credit card, Amazon
Pay Later and select
Debit & Credit Cards till
October 23rd, 2022. Over
& above customers can
save upto 10% extra via
Buy More & Save More
offers and coupons
across 10L+ products.
Also, customers can
avail same day delivery
on 4K+ products. Get
15% cashback upto Rs
200, no minimum pur-
chase on your first
order in Home, Kitchen
& outdoors and  upto
Rs.100 cashback on
order of Rs.1000 & above
on all UPI payments on
your first order.

Last-minute shopping deals
to match festive mood

TASVA announces Ranbir Kapoor and
Ananya Panday as brand ambassadors

Realme announces new
Care service system

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

With the Dhanteras
around the corner, the jew-
ellery industry is cautiously
optimistic about the demand,
mainly due to the exception-
ally high base last year, infla-
tion worries and the overall
rising cost of living. The in-
dustry is cautious despite be-
nign gold prices, which are
ruling at around Rs 47,000-
49,000 per 10 grams, and over-
all positive consumer senti-
ment. After the first wave of
the pandemic, revenge pur-
chases along with postponed
weddings boosted demand,

resulting in an exceptionally
good Dhanteras in 2021, with
sales crossing even the pre-
pandemic levels. Dhanteras,
which marks the first day of
Diwali in India, is considered
auspicious to buy gold and
silver as part of Hindu festiv-

ities. "The demand for jew-
ellery during Dhanteras is
likely to be at par with last
year as 2021 was an excep-
tional year for the industry
when the country slowly
inched towards normalcy
after the pandemic.

Jewellers cautiously 
optimistic this Dhanteras
̈ Expect business at par

with last year level

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
closed higher on
Wednesday, marking their
fourth straight session of
gains on the back of buy-
ing in index majors
Reliance Industries and
HDFC twins. The 30-share
BSE Sensex rose by 146.59
points or 0.25 per cent to
settle at 59,107.19 even as
11 of its constituents
gained while 19 declined.
During the day, it rallied
439.09 points or 0.74 per
cent to 59,399.69.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 25.30 points or
0.14 per cent to end at
17,512.25 with 18 of its
stocks ending higher and
32 closing lower.

Heavy buying in HDFC,

Reliance Industries and
Nestle helped indices close
higher for a fourth
straight session. Sensex
and Nifty gained more
than 3 per cent in the four-
day rally. From the Sensex
pack, HDFC rose the most
by 2.13 per cent. Nestle
rose by 1.91 per cent,
Reliance Industries by 1.88
per cent, ITC by 1.79 per
cent, HDFC Bank by 1.02
per cent and UltraTech
Cement by 0.89 per cent.
IT, pharma and most of
the banking stocks suc-
cumbed to selling pres-
sure. NTPC fell the most
by 1.77 per cent while State
Bank of India declined
1.64 per cent, and Bajaj
Finserv by 1.56 per cent.
HCL Technologies, Dr
Reddy's, Infosys and
Maruti were among the

laggards. "European mar-
kets interrupted their win-
ning run after a 40-year
high CPI in the UK.
However, the strong US
market due to healthy cor-
porate result announce-
ments is helping the do-
mestic market to sustain
the positive trend," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services. Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said
after the initial uptick, the
key indices witnessed a
gradual decline as partici-
pants preferred to book
some profits off the table.
Most sectors traded in line
with the move and ended
flat to marginal in the
green. The broader indices
too witnessed a similar
trend.

Sensex, Nifty settle higher for 4th straight day

Mumbai, Oct 19: 

The rupee plunged 61 paise to
decline below the 83-mark for the
first time against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid unabated for-
eign capital outflows and a strong
dollar in the overseas markets.
Besides, rising crude prices in the
international markets and risk-
averse sentiment among
investors weighed on the local
currency, traders said. At the
interbank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the local currency opened
strong at 82.32 but later pared
gains to settle at an all-time low
of 83.01(provisional) against the
American currency, down 61
paise over its previous close. In
the previous session on Tuesday,
the rupee slipped 10 paise to end
at 82.40 against the dollar.

Rupee plunges 61
paise to dip below

83-mark for first time
against dollar

Neeharika Roy: I learned how to rock
climb, shot sequence in a borewell and pit

T
V actress Neeharika Roy revealed
doing a stunt in the show 'Pyaar
ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan'.

She said action sequences are new to her
and that she enjoys doing them.

The actress, who is currently seen
playing the female lead Radha in the

show, stated: "I have performed many
stunts in the show and all for the first
time in my career. But I must say, every
day is new learning for me. I learned how
to rock climb, I shot a sequence in a borewell
and pit."

The show which is a love story of Radha (Neeharika) and Mohan
(Shabir Ahluwalia) will have an action sequence performed by Radha.

In the upcoming episode she will be seen being pushed by Damini
(played by Sambhabana Mohanty) into a fire to stop her marriage with

Mohan.

‘I prefer to make traditional
homemade mithai for Diwali’

W
ith festivals coming around the corner,
the lead actor of Star Bharat’s ‘Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho’ Rachana Mistry

shares her plans for the Diwali festival.
Rachana Mistry who plays the role of

Vidhi opposite Iqbal Khan I the show
speaks about the excitement of cel-

ebrating this Diwali with her on
set family and how she keeps up

with the tradition of preparing
mithai on Diwali in the era where
everything is readymade available.

She says, “"In a world where everything is readymade, I
still prefer to make traditional homemade mithai for Diwali,
the world is going fast forward and somewhere in this fast
life we forget to enjoy our time to the fullest and especially
during the festival times. I believe no matter what we should
still keep up with the traditions and enjoy the time of festi-
vals, especially Diwali like old times and doing the same. I al-
ways celebrate my Diwali with the ritual of cleaning the
house and making mithais at home along with my mother. I
love to make all types of Diwali delicacies from making

‘Karanji’ which is my favourite to making ‘Soan Papdi’ and
‘Besan ke ladoo’.

'S
aat Phero Ki Hera
Pherie' actress Riya
Sharma talks about

her entry in the show
'Banni Chow Home
Delivery' and how her char-
acter is going to create
problems in the love story

of Banni (played by Ulka
Gupta) and Yuvan

(played by
P r a v i s h t

Mishra).

T h o u g h
the actress says
that she is not
happy that her entry is

going to create problems
in their relationship as
she loves their bond.

She says: "I am very
excited to be a part of
the show as well as a
bit nervous as Banni
and Yuvan have
great chemistry.
And I am enjoying

it as much as the au-
dience does. I know

people will go crazy

seeing me between these
two lovely love birds and
wonder who is coming be-
tween them and why is she
coming, but the story goes
on for the audience."The ac-
tress, who was last seen in
'Kashibai Bajirao Ballal'
says she is happy to get a
chance to play a parallel
lead in the show.

"After my last show, I
wanted to shift my focus to
other platforms. I didn't
want to do TV because here
you work for a long time,
you don't get much time to
do anything else. I am play-
ing an important character
named Tulika in the show.
The lead actor revolves
around Pravisht Mishra
and Ulka Gupta," she adds.

Moreover, the actress
also praises the makers of
the show, saying: "It is very
special to get a chance to
work with producers
Shashi and Sumit Mittal
and I realized that along
with shooting for the show,
I will get time to do other
things."

'Banni Chow Home
Delivery' airs on Star Plus.

'B
igg Boss
15' fame Tejasswi
Prakash is all set to

make her debut in Marathi cine-
ma with the film 'Mann Kasturi
Re'. The 29-year-old actress talked
about regional cinema and how the
makers are trying more bold and realis-
tic content.

She said: "Today the regional cinema
landscape has changed drastically - the mak-
ers are more experimental and are taking bold
steps when it comes to content. I'm really excit-
ed for my fans to see this film."

Tejasswi had made her mark in the TV indus-
try with her participation in reality shows like

'Khatron Ke Khiladi 10'. She is also remembered
for her role as Diya Singh in TV serial 'Rishta

Likhenge Hum Naya' or Uruvi in 'Karn
Sangini', and currently the actress is seen as
Pratha Gujral in 'Naagin 6'.

Post her stint in 'Bigg Boss 15', Tejasswi's
chemistry with Karan Kundrra has become the
talk of the town and the couple are grabbing
eyeballs for their posts and reels.

Now as she is going to
start a new journey by
being part of a
Marathi film, the ac-
tress said that being a

Maharashtrian it is
perfect for her to take

up the project and she
can connect well with it.

"I grew up watching
Marathi movies. Being a

Maharashtrian myself, it just felt
right to take up 'Mann Kasturi Re' since it
was a nostalgic moment for me," she
added. 'Mann Kasturi Re' is releas-
ing on November 4.

ACROSS

1. Texas shrine

6. Bartlett's kin

10. Exclamation of woe

14. Piano part

15. Operatic melody

16. ____ Ness monster

17. Terminated

18. Food shop

19. Greater

20. Singer Diana ____

21. Notched like a saw

23. Knotted

27. Person, place, or thing

28. Decoration

32. Manly

36. Apache chief

37. Fellow

38. Moreover

39. Cowboy's foot support

43. RI time zone

44. Got it! (2 wds.)

46. Detach

48. Gall

50. Remodeled

51. Besides

53. Wallet fillers

54. Abroad

58. Deck member

62. Ashen

63. Consumer

65. Forbidden

66. Requests

67. A few

68. Avoid capture

69. "____ we forget"

70. Quick cut

71. Fall flower

DOWN

1. One who mimics

2. TV host Jay ____

3. Says further

4. Conductor's title

5. ____ Glory

6. Wicked

7. Metallic rocks

8. Soundless

9. Egypt's capital

10. Yearly publication

11. Plunder

12. Land parcel

13. Lean-to

22. Pirate's liquor

24. Taverns

25. Give off

26. ____ Moore of "Ghost"

28. One more time
29. Compact
30. Command
31. From Oslo
33. Swindle
34. Undue speed
35. Made a choice
40. Nevada resort
41. "Once ____ a time..."
42. Do roadwork
45. Highest mountain
47. Scoundrels
49. Chicago trains
50. Motive
52. Author Dr. ____
54. Iridescent gem
55. Flower holder
56. BPOE members
57. Large truck
59. Border
60. Took a bus
61. Go-getter
64. Agent (abbr.)
65. ____ bag
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Remember that you can only remain in
charge as long as the others around you
support your personality and leadership
abilities, Aquarius. Avoid mutiny by taking
care of the people in your world instead of
simply trying to run their lives. Gain respect
with kind words and a sensitive attitude
rather than by enforcing harsh rules and
regulations that restrict and aggravate.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There should be no doubt in your mind
about which way to proceed, Pisces. Don't
let self-doubt sneak into the picture. Your
mind is sensitive and alert, so trust it. Take
the lead when you feel confident about a
situation. Make sure to eat plenty of pro-
tein-rich foods. They'll help stabilize and
bring you another step closer to the real-
ization of your dreams.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your rock-star attitude may be getting a
bit old now, Aries. People aren't going to
continue to listen to your demands for
attention. Every person in the world is
special, so try not to act as if you're the
only one who is. Help a child assemble a
new toy today or help a friend pick out a
new shirt. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ship is finally coming into port after
being out in rough seas for so long,
Taurus. It's time to dock the boat for a
while. Relax and explore the area. There is
nothing wrong with getting off your vessel
for a while. You may not even realize how
much you've missed solid ground until
now. Remember what it's like to be stable
again.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may still be on something of a high
from the last couple weeks. You will def-
initely be tempted to let the good times
continue to roll, Gemini. Think about
ways you can keep them rolling while
still maintaining good judgment. Don't
let things get too out of control today.
It's important that you maintain a bit of
stability at all times.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Communicate from a centered space
today, Cancer. Fortunately, the nature of
the day caters to your needs and desires.
You shouldn't have to work too hard to get
what you want. Things should come to
you naturally. You may wonder why you
got stressed out before over what now
seem to be small issues. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Work toward achieving a better unity
between you and the people around you,
Leo. It could be that certain people in your
circle of friends somehow feel alienated in
one way or another. Perhaps they don't feel
like they fit in with the rest of the group.
Remind yourself and others that everyone is
unique and that all should be equally
accepted despite individual differences.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Our will feel much better about yourself if
you get things done today, Virgo. Like a
meal that tastes good but isn't necessarily
good for you, you might enjoy this day by
being lazy, but you won't feel so good when
night comes and you realize that you haven't
accomplished anything. Use the day produc-
tively so you have a sense of fulfillment by
tonight.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might consider taking a rest today,
Libra. Like a sailboat on the ocean, you've
been taxed lately by all the turbulence.
The pressure on you has been tremendous.
Think about pulling your sails to half-mast
in order to take a break. You may not be
going as quickly as before, but you will find
that this is exactly the rest you need in
order to complete the voyage.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your thinking is apt to be quite clear
and rational today, Scorpio. This is
especially important since others will
be looking for your thoughts and opin-
ions on a certain matter. People will
know that they can get a straight and
honest answer from you, so don't dis-
appoint them. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

By being around negative and flip peo-
ple, you might inadvertently pick up
these habits. Be careful about your asso-
ciates, Sagittarius, because you will find
that others judge you according to the
company you keep, especially if you start
talking like them. Make sure to maintain
a respectful attitude and proper manners
no matter who your company is.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel like the world is caving in on
you in many ways today, Capricorn. It
could be that you've recently dug your
own little cave to crawl into and be safe
from the outside world. Realize that the
deeper you dig in unstable terrain, the
more unsteady the walls. If you aren't
careful, it's likely to come crashing down
on top of you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Tejasswi
Prakash: Today 

the regional 
cinema landscape

has changed 
drastically

Riya Sharma all
set to enter

‘Banni Chow
Home Delivery

C
elebrating the aus-
picious occasion of
Diwali, Rajshree

Thakur of Sony TV's
'Appnapan... Badalte
Rishton Ka Bandhan'
spoke about how she
celebrates Diwali
with her dear and
near ones, even tak-
ing a trip down
memory lane and
reminiscing about
her childhood days, cel-
ebrating this festival of
lights with her family.
Talking about how she
has carried on some tra-
ditions from her child-
hood into her present,
Rajshree Thakur who
plays Pallavi in the fami-
ly drama, talks about
how the festival of
Diwali is important for
her and her family.

Talking about the fes-
tivities Rajshree says,
"On the auspicious occa-
sion of Diwali which
symbolises the victory of
light over darkness, I cel-
ebrate the festival with
my family and closed
ones. As I remember
since my childhood we
have always celebrated
Diwali by hosting
Lakshmi Puja which is
followed by lighting the
house with diyas and in
today's age, even fairy
lights. My daughter and I
also decorate with ran-
goli around the house

a n d
we only burst non-pollut-
ing and no-noise crack-
ers. Here's wishing every-
one a very happy and safe
diwali, may your lives be
filled with love, light and
happiness."

In the narrative of the
story currently while the
celebrations of Pallavi
and Nikhil's marriage
are going smoothly, using
her cunning wit, Sonali
(Leena Jumani), Ranveer
(Jatin Shah) along with
Nandita (Rinku Dhawan)
are trying everything to
stop the wedding at all
costs.

Tune into 'Appnapan...
Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan', every Monday
to Friday at 6:30 pm and
then again at 10:30 pm
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Rajshree recalls her
childhood days for
celebrating Diwali

B
ollywood actor Vicky
Kaushal has had a
great time shooting

for 'Sam Bahadur', so far.
The actor, who was seen
enjoying a game of cricket
after an early pack-up on
the film's sets a few days
back, has now wrapped up
the first schedule of the
film.
The actor took to his
Instagram to share the news
of schedule wrap-up with
his followers. Vicky Kaushal
shared an emotional post
where he wrote that after
two months and five cities,
it's a schedule wrap of the
film.
He wrote "After more than 2
months of relentless work
across 5 cities… it's a
SCHEDULE WRAPPP for the
SAM BAHADUR!!! Few more
cities and a few more
months to go. See you soon
Team, to continue our jour-
ney of making #SAM
BAHADUR !!! @meghnag-

ulzar @rsvpmovies (sic)".
The film, produced by
Ronnie Screwvala of RSVP
Movies, started its shooting
in August. Meghana Gulzar -
the film's director, also
shared the call sheet for the
day 40 of 'Sam Bahadur' in
the story section of her
Instagram, she wrote "Day
#40, lets do it (sic)."
'Sam Bahadur' is the story
of India's greatest war hero
and first Field Marshal, Sam
Manekshaw. Sam
Manekshaw's Army career
spanned over four decades
and five wars. He was the
first Indian Army officer to
be promoted to the rank of
Field Marshal and his mili-
tary victory in the 1971
Indo-Pak war led to the cre-
ation of Bangladesh.
The film, which features
Vicky in the titular role, also
stars Sanya Malhotra and
Fatima Sana Shaikh.
'SamBahadur' is set to
arrive in theatres in 2023.

Vicky Kaushal wraps
up first schedule of

‘Sam Bahadur’
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Hobart, Oct 19 (PTI):

Curtis Campher struck
his maiden half-century
after a fine show with the
ball to guide Ireland to a
six-wicket win over
Scotland and keep their
T20 World Cup Super 12
stage hopes alive here on
Wednesday.

Campher bailed out
Ireland from a spot of
bother while chasing a
challenging 177-run target
and took his side home
with one over to spare in
the first round Group B
match.

The win infused a fresh
lease of life to Ireland's
T20 World Cup campaign,
which had a stuttering
start as they lost by 31
runs to Zimbabwe in the
opener.

In trouble at 61 for 4 in
the 10th over, Campher (72
not out) joined hands with
George Dockrell (39 not
out) as the duo shared 119
runs for the unbroken
fifth-wicket stand to chase
down the target comfort-
ably in the end.

Campher decorated his
quick fire 32-ball knock
with seven fours and two
sixes, while Dockrell hit
four boundaries and one
maximum.

Lorcan Tucker (20), cap-
tain Andy Balbarinie (14)
and Harry Tector (14) were
the other notable scorers
for Ireland.

Campher's exploits with
the bat came after the all-
rounder turned out to be
the pick of bowlers for
Ireland with figures of 2/9
from his two overs of
right-arm medium fast
bowling. Earlier, Michael
Jones also hit his maiden
T20I fifty, a blazing 55-ball
86, to power Scotland to
176 for 5. Captain Richie
Berrington (37), Matthew
Cross (28) and Michael
Leask (17 not out) also

played useful hands for the
Scots. Scotland did not
have the best of starts
after opting to bat, losing
George Munsey early be-
fore Jones and Cross
shared 59 runs for the sec-
ond wicket to stabilise the
innings.

After Cross' dismissal,
Jones stitched 77 runs

with skipper Berrington
and a quick 33 runs off
just 16 balls with Leask be-
fore perishing in the
penultimate over.

Besides Campher, Mark
Adair (1/23) and Josh
Little (1/30) scalped a
wicket each for the
Irishmen. Both Scotland,
who stunned West Indies

by 42 runs in their opener,
and Ireland are on two
points from as many
games and in contention
to qualify for the Super 12
stage of the showpiece.

Ireland will take on the
West Indies in their last
first round match on
Friday, while Scotland will
be up against Zimbabwe.

Lahore, Oct 19 (PTI):

A 'disappointed' Pakistan
Cricket Board on Wednesday
requested the Asian Cricket
Council to convene an emer-
gency meeting in the wake of
BCCI secretary Jay Shah's
statement that India won't
travel to Pakistan for next
year's Asia Cup.
In its first official response to
Shah's statement that India
would like to play the conti-
nental tournament at a neu-
tral venue and not tour
Pakistan, the PCB said "such
statements can spilt the Asian
and international cricket com-
munities" and impact
Pakistan's visit to India for the
2023 World Cup. Shah, who
made the statement after the
BCCI AGM on Tuesday, also
happens to be the ACC presi-
dent. "The overall impact of
such statements have the
potential to split the Asian
and international cricketing
communities, and can impact
Pakistan's visit to India for the
ICC Cricket World Cup 2023
and future ICC Events in India
in the 2024-2031 cycle.
"The PCB has to date not
received any official commu-
nication or clarification from
the ACC on the statement of
the ACC President. As such,
the PCB has now requested
the Asian Cricket Council to
convene an emergency meet-
ing of its Board as soon as
practically possible to discuss
this important and sensitive
matter," the PCB said.
Pakistan has been allotted
hosting rights for the Asia Cup
which will be held ahead of
the ODI World Cup in India in
October-November. The T20
Asia Cup held last month had
to be shifted from Sri Lanka to
the UAE amid the economic
crisis in the island nation. The
2018 Asia Cup, scheduled to
be held in India, was moved to

the UAE after the BCCI could-
n't procure clearance from
government security agencies
to host Pakistan.
India and Pakistan only play
each other in Asian and ICC
events due to the political ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries. India last toured
Pakistan in 2008 while
Pakistan's last series in India
came in 2012-13. The PCB
said Shah's statement was
surprising and disappointing
at the same time. "The PCB
has noted with surprise and
disappointment of yesterday's
comments made by the ACC
President Mr Jay Shah with
regards to shifting of next
year's Asia Cup to a neutral
venue. "The comments were
made without any discussion
or consultation with the Board
of the Asian Cricket Council or
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(event host) and without any
thoughts towards their long-
term consequences and impli-
cations.
"After having presided over
the ACC meeting during which
Pakistan was awarded the
ACC Asia Cup with an over-
whelming support and
response from the ACC Board
Members, Mr Shah's state-
ment of shifting of the ACC
Asia Cup has clearly been
made unilaterally," the PCB
said. The officials from both
the PCB and BCCI will be con-
fronted with the issue at the
International Cricket Council's
board meeting in Melbourne
next month. The ICC is yet to
comment on the matter. A top
official from an Asian cricket-
ing nation hoped the matter
would be sorted amicably and
said there is no Asia Cup with-
out India or Pakistan. "It is the
biggest match of the Asia Cup
and with either team missing,
the tournament doesn't make
sense. There is a lot of time
left, but I hope the issue is
sorted. The neutral venue is
the best option if the BCCI
decides against sending its
team to Pakistan," the official
told PTI.

Jay Shah’s statement
can ‘split’ cricketing
communities: PCB

̈ Requests ACC to
call emergency
meeting

Brilliant Campher helps 
Ireland keep T20WC hopes alive

Hobart, Oct 19 (PTI):

West Indies kept alive their
hopes of reaching the Super
12 of the ICC T20 World Cup
with a comfortable 31-run
win over Zimbabwe here on
Wednesday.
Described as a must-win
game by skipper Nicholas
Pooran after their shock
defeat to Scotland, West
Indies posted 153 for seven
after opting to bat first at the
Bellerive Oval.
The total proved to be
enough as the West Indies
packed off Zimbabwe for 122
in 18.2 overs, with pacer
Alzarri Joseph picking for
four wickets for 16 runs in
his full quota of four overs.
The seasoned Jason Holder
also shone with the ball, tak-
ing three wickets for 12 runs
in 3.2 overs.
Opener Johnson Charles top-
scored for the West Indies
with a knock of 45 in 36 balls.
Charles came into the line-up
in place of Brandon King,
who is unwell.
There were useful contribu-
tions from Rovman Powell
(28) and Akeal Hosein (23 not
out).
Sikandar Raza was the most
successful bowler for
Zimbabwe, finishing with fig-
ures of 3/19 in four overs.
In their chase, Zimbabwe

were off to a flyer but lost
their way after scoring 55
runs in the six powerplay
overs, losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals.

Following the West Indies'
victory, Group B has become
wide open, with all four
teams currently on two
points each. 

Ireland's Curtis Campher and George Dockrell (R) celebrate their
victory during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket
match between Ireland and Scotland at Bellerive Oval in Hobart
on October 19.

West Indies win against Zimbabwe
to keep Super 12 hopes alive

West Indies' Jason Holder (C) celebrates with teammates
Shamarh Brooks (L) and Akeal Hosein after the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket match between West Indies
and Zimbabwe at Bellerive Oval in Hobart on October 19.

Dubai, Oct 19 (PTI):

India's Suryakumar
Yadav will enter the T20
World Cup as the second
best batter in the format
following an update of the
ICC Men's Player
Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Pakistan opener
Mohammad Rizwan (861
rating points) has extend-
ed his lead at the top of the
T20I batter rankings after
yet another consistent
showing during the tri-se-
ries in New Zealand, while
Suryakumar (838) is still
second ahead of the block-
buster clash between the
two neighbours at the
MCG on Sunday.

KL Rahul (13), Virat
Kohli (15) and skipper
Rohit Sharma (16) are all
static in the latest update.

Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam is placed third
ahead of South Africa's
Aiden Markram and

Devon Conway of New
Zealand.

The only movement in-
side the top 10 following
the latest rankings update
for batters saw aggressive
New Zealand right-hander
Glenn Phillips jump an

impressive 13 spots to
equal 10th on the back of
his strong tri-series efforts
against Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

Hardik Pandya also re-
mained static at sixth spot
in the T20I all-rounder
rankings with 173 rating
points.

Bangladesh captain
Shakib Al Hasan will
enter the T20 World Cup as
the top all-rounder.

Shakib claimed the top
billing on the back of an
excellent tri-series against
New Zealand and
Pakistan, with the veteran
hitting consecutive half-
centuries during
Bangladesh's final two
matches.

Kuwait City, Oct 19 (PTI):

Skipper Taison Singh
and Gurkirat Singh struck
in either half as India
edged past hosts Kuwait 2-
1 in their final qualifica-
tion match but the third-
place finish in Group H
was not good enough to
qualify for the next year's
AFC U-20 Asian Cup.

India finished ahead of
Kuwait but behind toppers
Australia and second-
placed Iraq qualification
event, which identified
participants for next year's
tournament in
Uzbekistan.

Top teams from all the
10 groups and the five best
runners-up qualified for
the final tournament, with
Uzbekistan getting a direct

entry as hosts in the 16-
team continental event to
be held from March 1 to 18
in 2023.

India had lost 2-4 and 1-4
to Iraq and Australia re-
spectively in their previ-
ous group matches.

In the match against

Kuwait on Tuesday night,
Taison Singh and
Gurkirat Singh scored for
India while Saleh
Almehtab pulled one back
for the hosts at the Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Stadium.

India started on the
front foot, and in the very

first minute, a long throw
hurled into the box caused
some confusion in the
Kuwait defence, resting in
an Indian corner.

Himanshu Jangra made
a fine run at the near post
onto a Vibin cross, but his
effort went over the cross-
bar. India goalkeeper
Zahid Bukhari had to
make a crucial save a
minute later off a shot by
Fahad Alazmi. However,
Taison gave India the early
lead in the eighth minute
when he burst into the
box, skipped past his
marker and laced a power-
ful shot into the top corner.

Kuwait pounced on the
attack soon and Jarah
Alheleeli struck the
Indian cross-bar from a
free-kick.

Brisbane, Oct 19 (PTI):

India's second and
final warm-up game
against New Zealand
was on Wednesday aban-
doned without a ball
being bowled due to per-
sistent rain at The Gabba
here.

Both the Indian and
New Zealand teams
failed to hit the ground
as heavens opened up
during Pakistan's chase
of 155 against
Afghanistan at the same
venue in the first prac-
tice match of the day.

India had earlier de-
feated hosts Australia by
six runs in their first
warm-up match here on
Monday. Against

Australia, India rode on
half-centuries from KL
Rahul (57) and
Suryakumar Yadav (50)
to post 186 for 7, a target
which they defended de-
spite skipper Aaron
Finch's return to form
with a 54-ball 76. Drafted
into the side in place of
an injured Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammad
Shami (3/4) starred for
India with the ball in the
final over, which effected
four dismissals, includ-
ing three wickets for the
right-arm pacer. India
will open their T20 World
Cup campaign in a block-
buster clash against
arch-rivals Pakistan at
the Melbourne Cricket
Ground on Sunday.

Rain washes out India’s
second warm-up game
against New Zealand

Melbourne, Oct 19 (PTI):

India captain Harmanpreet Kaur
was on Wednesday ruled out of
the ongoing Women's Big Bash
League due to a back injury
according to her side Melbourne
Renegades.
Harmanpreet, the reigning
WBBL player of the tournament
had missed her side's opening
two matches due to internation-
al commitments as she led India
at the Asia Cup, winning the
title. English batter Eve Jones
may play in place of
Harmanpreet in the squad.
"Harmanpreet was fantastic for
us last season and we were look-
ing forward to having her as part
of our squad again this year, but
unfortunately she has been
ruled out through injury,"
Melbourne Renegades General
Manager, James Rosengarten
said in a statement. "Eve will
stay on with our squad for at
least the next couple of match-
es, as we work through the best

strategy for our squad for the
remainder of the tournament."
Harmanpreet won the player of
the tournament award last sea-
son after scoring 406 runs at a
strike rate of 130.96. With the
ball, she scalped 15 wickets
from 13 games.

Harmanpreet withdraws from
WBBL due to back injury

Geelong (Aus), Oct 19 (PTI):

The Asia Cup title is a
thing of the past now, in-
sists Sri Lanka captain
Dasun Shanaka, saying
their only focus right now
is to produce a perfect per-
formance in their must-
win match against the
Netherlands to qualify for
the Super 12 stage of the
T20 World Cup.

Stunned by Namibia in
their tournament opener,
Sri Lanka bounced back
strongly to beat UAE by 79
runs in a first round
Group A game.

But occupying the third
spot in Group A,
Shanaka's men will now
have to win their last
match against table top-
pers Netherlands on
Thursday to ensure their
place in the Super 12 stage.

"...I think Asia Cup
champions is history, so
it's just a title for us. There
is no pressure at all. We
just need to concentrate on
our own performances
and what we need to do to
make sure that we get into
that second round after
the next game."

"We know our strength.
The first game we didn't
execute in that match, so
we got beaten by Namibia.
But we are a far better
team from the team we
performed in the first
game," Shanaka said
ahead of the match
against the Netherlands.

The skipper lauded the
performances of Pathum
Nissanka (74) and
Dushmantha Chameera
(3/15) against UAE on
Tuesday, but said it's time
he and the big-hitting

Bhanuka Rajapaksa score
some runs.

"I think we need to have
myself (score runs) and
Bhanu needs to kick on in
this tournament, as well.

"Pathum Nissanka, he
really played throughout,
and it was an outstanding
innings. And Wanindu
and Dushmantha and even
Maheesh Theekshana, we
know how good they are
when it comes to these
kinds of games. They were
performing well. You saw
from the time they started
their careers," he said.

Sri Lanka are also trou-
bled by injuries in the
tournament with
Chameera being ruled out
of Thursday's match with
a calf injury. His further
participation in the tour-
nament, if the team pro-
gresses, also lies in doubt.

Asia Cup title is history, need to get
into Super 12s of T20WC: Shanaka

Suryakumar retains no.2 spot
in batters’ list ahead of T20WC

India beat Kuwait 2-1 win but could not
qualify for next year’s AFC U-20 Asian Cup

‘Nitish Kumar in touch with BJP’
New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Political strategist Prashant
Kishor claimed on Wednesday
that Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar is in touch with
the BJP and that he may go
for a tie-up with the party
again if situation demands so,
a suggestion dismissed by the
JD(U) as misleading and
aimed at spreading confusion.

Kishor, who is on a padyatra
in Bihar in what is widely seen
as a precursor to his fresh
entry into active politics, told
PTI that Kumar has kept a line
of communication open with

the BJP through JD(U) MP and
Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairperson Harivansh. Query
sent to Harivansh for his reac-

tion did not elicit any response
but his party rejected the claim
and asserted that Kumar will
never join hands with the BJP
again. Kishor said, "People
who are thinking that Nitish
Kumar is actively building a
national alliance against the
BJP will be surprised to know
that he has kept a line open
with the BJP. He is in touch
with the BJP through his party
MP and Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairperson Harivansh ji." He
suggested that Harivansh has
not been asked to resign his
Rajya Sabha post for this rea-
son even though the JD(U) has

severed ties with the BJP.
"People must keep this in

mind that whenever such cir-
cumstances arise, he can go
back to the BJP and work with
it," he said. The Janata Dal
(United) slammed Kishor, with
its spokesperson KC Tyagi not-
ing that the Bihar chief minis-
ter has publicly announced
that he will never again in his
life join hands with the BJP.
"We strongly refute his claims.
Kumar is in active politics for
over 50 years and Kishor for six
months. Kishor has made such
a misleading comment to
spread confusion," Tyagi said.

Two-year-old Pak child undergoes
bone marrow transplant 

Bengaluru, Oct 19 (PTI): 

Two-year-old Amyra
Sikandar Khan from
Pakistan has successfully
undergone bone marrow
transplant (BMT) in a city
hospital. Daughter of
cricket commentator
Sikandar Bakht hailing
from Karachi, she was re-
cently cured from
Mucopolysaccharidosis
type 1 (MPS I) with the
help of a BMT at
Narayana Health.

"Mucopolysaccharidosi
s is a rare condition that
has the potential to impact
the functioning of multi-
ple organs including eyes
and brain," the healthcare
chain's Chairman and
Founder Devi Shetty told
reporters on Wednesday.

Amyra (aged 2.6 years)
was saved using the bone
marrow of her father,
who was the donor, doc-

tors said. Dr Sunil Bhat
who treated the child said
mucopolysaccharidosis
is a condition wherein
there is an enzyme miss-
ing in the body. Because
of the deficiency of that
enzyme, the patient devel-
ops "a lot of changes in
the body, the liver and
spleen becomes big,
bones change".

Most of these children
with such rare conditions
become handicapped by
the age of 19, and most of
them die in the second
decade of their life. So,
bone marrow transplant
is one of the treatment
options for this, he ex-
plained.

"The girl did not have
any siblings and we
looked for an unrelated
donor but that was also
not available. That's why
we chose to use one of the
parents as donor, which

is known as half-matched
donor transplant," Dr
Bhat said. After four
months of the transplant,
the doctors found her
doing well and the en-
zymes have started to
normalise. The child's

mother Sadaf said she
had no idea about the dis-
order and approached Dr
Bhat after doing a lot of
research. She added that
the doctors and the para-
medical team were quite
approachable.

‘Unless Cong rediscovers Nehru, it has no future’
New Delhi, Oct 19 (PTI): 

The Congress has no fu-
ture unless it rediscovers
its leader and first prime
minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, CPI MP Binoy
Viswam said on
Wednesday.

He also claimed that nei-
ther of the Congress presi-
dential poll candidates
spoke about policy during

their campaign
but were "enjoy-
ing the festivity"
around the elec-
tion. Senior
Congress leaders
M a l l i k a r j u n
Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor
were in the elec-
toral contest,
with the former winning
the poll to the party's top

post. "Victorious
Kharge.. defeated
Tharoor..! Both
were keen not to
say anything
about policy.They
were enjoying fes-
tivity around
e l e c t i o n .
R e m e m b e r
Pattabhi-Subhash

Bose contest of yester
years? That was based on

policy debates. Unless
Congress re discover
Nehru,it has no future,"
Viswam said in a tweet.

It was way back in 1939,
when an electoral contest
decided who would be
Congress president and in
fact, Mahatma Gandhi's
candidate Pattabhi
Sitaramayya had lost to
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose.
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Political strategist and Jan Suraj
Abhiyan chief Prashant Kishor
addresses a press conference
during 'Jan Suraj Padyatra', at
Narkatiaganj camp in West
Champaran district, Wednesday.

Amyra Sikandar Khan, a 2-year old Pakistani child from
Karachi, with her mother Sadaf Khan at a press conference to
share the successful bone marrow transplant conducted by
Narayan Health, in Bengaluru, Wednesday. 
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Ecstatic pilgrimage
turns nightmarish

for TN family 
CChheennnnaaii,,  OOcctt  1199  ((PPTTII))::  What
began as a spiritual journey for
a family in Tamil Nadu to
shrines in the faraway
Himalayan ranges ended on a
tragic note with three of its
members getting killed in a
helicopter crash in
Uttarakhand.

The pilgrims believed that
the ecstatic trip to the famous
temples of Kedarnath and
Badrinath in the northern State
would bring unforgettable life-
time memories but the eventu-
ality --the accident-- was
nightmarish and it has shaken
the family, a relative said.
According to police sources,
the victims were Premkumar
Vanchinathan, his wife Sujatha
Premkumar and her relative
Kala Ramesh.

V Ramkumar, the elder
brother of Premkumar said
the trio had undertaken a 12-
day journey and when they
were about to complete the
pilgrimage tragedy befell
them. All the three people hail
from the city. 

"My younger brother V
Premkumar, his wife Sujatha
and their relative Kala Ramesh
had gone on a 12-day pilgrim-
age. When they were about to
conclude the trip, the accident
occurred. We came to know
about it this morning around
1.15 am." Ramkumar said.

Binoy Viswam

Kharge: 1st non-Gandhi Cong chief in 24 yrs 

M
apanna Mallikarjun Kharge, a staunch
Gandhi family loyalist from Karnataka, has
become the Congress' first non-Gandhi pres-
ident in 24 years. The 80-year-old leader suc-

ceeds Sonia Gandhi at the grand old party's highest of-
fice. Kharge defeated Member of Parliament from
Thiruvananthapuram Shashi Tharoor in the October 17
Congress' Presidential polls, which saw over 9,500 dele-
gates across the country voting.

Total Votes

Tharoor Invalid

Kharge

Early life and background
Mallikarjun Kharge was born in the
Varawatti, Bhalki Taluk, Bidar district,
Karnataka on July 21, 1942 to Mapanna
Kharge and Sabavva. He finished his
schooling from Nutan Vidyalaya in
Gulbarga and went on to obtain a
Bachelor of Arts degree from the
Government College, Gulbarga and his
law degree from the Seth Shankarlal
Lahoti Law College in Gulbarga. 

Political career
Kharge was elected MLA for nine times
in a row, seeing a steady rise in his
career graph from humble beginnings as
a union leader in his home district of
Gulbarga (renamed as Kalaburagi). He
joined the party in 1969 and went on to
become President of the Gulbarga City
Congress Committee. That Kharge was
unconquerable at the hustings was mir-
rored until 2014 Lok Sabha polls in
which he bucked the Narendra Modi
wave that swept Karnataka, particularly
Hyderabad-Karnataka region, and had
won from Gulbarga with a margin of
over 74,000 votes. However, in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls the veteran
leader was defeated by BJP's Umesh
Jadhav in Gulbarga by a margin of
95,452 votes. Kharge was leader of the
Congress party in Lok Sabha from 2014
to 2019 but could not become the leader
of opposition, as the grand old party
could not get the post as its numbers
were less than the mandated 10 percent
of the total number of seats in the
Lower House. Kharge was elected unop-
posed to the Rajya Sabha from
Karnataka in June 2020 and was the
17th Leader of the Opposition in Upper
House until recently, ahead of his resig-
nation from the post to contest the
Congress' Presidential election. 

A vocal critic of the Narendra Modi-led
government, Kharge's elevation to head
the Congress is expected to give a boost
to the cadre amid hopes that it would
unify the party leadership in the state
that goes to Assembly polls by April
next year.

Philanthropic and social activities
He is the Founder-Chairman of
Siddharth Vihar Trust that has built the
Buddha Vihar in Gulbarga, India. He is
the Patron of Chowdiah Memorial Hall
which is one of the premier concert and
theatre venues in Bangalore and helped
the centre get over its debts and aided
the centre's plans for renovation.

Personal life
Kharge married Radhabai on 13 May
1968 and has two daughters and three
sons. In 2006, Kharge said he follows
Buddhism.

Interesting facts about Kharge
Mallikarjun Kharge’s hobbies are read-

ing books, rational thinking, promoting
the campaign against superstition and
orthodox practices. He likes cricket,
kabaddi and hockey in sports. 

NNoo  oonnee  iiss  ssmmaallll  oorr  bbiigg  aanndd
wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  aallll  wwoorrkk  lliikkee

kkaarryyaakkaarrttaass  ((wwoorrkkeerrss))  ttoo
ssttrreennggtthheenn  tthhee  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn..

AAllll  CCoonnggrreessss  wwoorrkkeerrss  ffeeeell
tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ccaannnnoott  bbee
ssaaccrriiffiicceedd  ffoorr  aa  ""ttaannaasshhaahh""
aanndd  ""wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttooggeetthheerr
ffiigghhtt  ""tthheessee  ''vviinnaaaasshhkkaarrii''

((ddeessttrruuccttiivvee))  ffoorrcceess..

Reimagining the Congress
It is clear that the grand old party cannot continue to function in an
old-fashioned way. While the party has every right to be nostalgic
about its past glory and proud of its governance track record, the fact

remains that it has to offer something new to the electorate to catch
their attention and reoccupy their mind space. It cannot live in the past.

Independent or Gandhi proxy
The immediate challenge before Kharge is to send a clear message that he is
not a proxy of the Nehru-Gandhi family. While Kharge himself and the Gandhis
are conscious of the fact that any instance of backseat driving by them could
reaffirm the perception that he is a lame-duck president and the real power
lies elsewhere, the question is how will he assert his independence. It is a
tricky terrain that has to be carefully navigated. The Congress cannot afford
any friction between Kharge and the Gandhis. After all, it is for the first time
since the 1970s that the party will have members of the Gandhi family active
but not holding the reins of the party. Many in the party, and of course the
rivals outside, will be keen to project Kharge as a doormat president.

Main
task

ahead


