
Re-elected 
VViijjaayyaawwaaddaa:: D Raja of Tamil
Nadu has been re-elected as
general secretary of the
Communist Party of India.
He was unanimously chosen
for the post, for a second
consecutive term, at the
CPI's 24th national congress
that concluded here on
Tuesday. The congress also
elected a 11-member
national secretariat that
included D Raja, K
Narayana, Atul Kumar
Anjan, Amarjeet Kaur,
Kanam Rajendran, B K
Kango, Binoy Viswam,
Pallab Sengupta, Azeez
Pasha, Rama Krushna Panda
and Nagendranath Ojha.

Special services 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Railways
on Tuesday notified 32
additional special servic-
es for the festival season,
for the convenience of rail
travellers and to clear
extra rush of passengers.
Currently, Indian Railways
is running 2,561 trips of
211 special trains (in
pairs) till Chhath Puja this
year. Special Trains have
been planned to connect
major destinations across
the country on railway
routes, like Darbhanga,
Azamgarh, Saharsa,
Bhagalpur, Muzaffarpur,
Firozpur, Patna, Katihar
and Amritsar.

Stabbed 
MMuummbbaaii:: A 24-year-old
man was found stabbed
to death near a railway
track in Kurla area of the
city on Tuesday, police
said. The body of the man
was found close to the
railway track near the
Government Railway
Police's office in the
afternoon, an official said.

Evicted
CChheennnnaaii:: Leader of the
Opposition K Palaniswami
and his AIADMK legisla-
tors were evicted from
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Tuesday for disrupting
the House proceedings by
causing commotion aim-
ing to coerce Speaker M
Appavu to take up an
issue concerning their
party. Former Chief
Minister O
Panneerselvam, who
heads the rival AIADMK
faction, remained calmly
seated next to
Palaniswami when the
latter along with his sup-
porters created a ruckus.

Approve
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has approved set-
ting up of four zila sainik
boards or district soldier
boards in as many dis-
tricts of the national capi-
tal, a move that will bene-
fit about 77,000 ex-ser-
vicemen and their fami-
lies, officials at LG's sec-
retariat said on Tuesday.

Low30 22High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,486.95   7
58,960.60   7SENSEX

GOLD 50,419

SILVER 56,295

BRIEF

Navy personnel perform mock bomb
explosion during the 12th edition of
DefExpo, in Ahmedabad, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Calling the global com-
munity to work faster to
"eliminate safe havens" for
terrorists, criminals and
the corrupt, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said when the "forces of
good cooperate, the forces of
crime cannot operate".

Inaugurating the 90th
General Assembly of
Interpol, the prime minis-
ter warned about the harm-
ful globalised threats that
the world faces -- terrorism,
corruption, drug traffick-
ing, poaching and organ-
ised crime.

"The pace of change of
these dangers is faster than
earlier. When threats are
global, the response cannot
be just local! It is high time
that the world comes to-
gether to defeat these

threats," Modi said.
The prime minister re-

leased a commemorative
postage stamp and a Rs 100
coin to mark the 90th
General Assembly. He was
welcomed at the venue by
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Interpol President Ahmed
Naser Al Raisi and
Secretary General Jurgen
Stock. Prime Minister Modi
was introduced to the
Executive Committee by
the Interpol president.

In his address to the gath-
ering of 195 member coun-
tries of Interpol which in-
cluded a delegation of
Pakistan led by its Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Director General Mohsin
Butt, the prime minister
said India has been combat-
ing trans-national terror-
ism for several decades.

"Long before the world
woke up to it, we knew the
price of safety and security.
Thousands of our people
made the ultimate sacrifice
in this fight," he said.

Gopeshwar, Oct 18 (PTI):

The helicopter, which
crashed near Kedarnath on
Tuesday killing seven peo-
ple on board, met with the
accident hardly five-six sec-
onds after taking off from
the helipad near the
Himalayan temple.

The chopper of Aryan
Aviation Pvt Ltd hit a
hillock amid dense fog and
crashed within seconds
after taking off near
Garurchatti which is barely
two km from Kedarnath,
Manohar Singh, a security
man deployed at Kedarnath
helipad, said.

The helicopter came to
pieces as it crashed and

went up in flames, he said.
"Nothing was visible at

once due to the thick blan-
ket of fog enveloping the
area but everyone ran in
the direction from where a
huge sound of crash came,"
he said.

As the fog thinned away,
the helicopter was seen in
flames and its pieces were
scattered all over the slopes
of Garurchatti, Singh said.
Ankur Shukla, a priest who

happened to be at a distance
from the crash site at the
time of the accident, said
when he saw the flames em-
anating from a big portion
of the helicopter, he re-
alised that a serious mishap
had taken place. Shukla got
to know the details of the
crash when he returned to
Kedarpuri.

Head of Six Sigma
Healthcare firm Dr
Pradeep Bhardwaj said low

visibility caused by thick
fog appears to have been the
main cause of the accident.

Sukma, Oct 18: 

Two Naxalites, one of
the them carrying a re-
ward of Rs 1 lakh on his
head, surrendered before
the security forces in
Sukma district, police said
on Tuesday.

The unarmed Naxalites
turned themselves in be-
fore security personnel on
Monday, an official said.

The surrendered
Naxalites Ganga and
Deva, who are residents of
Gadiras area of the dis-
trict, were part of the
Dandakaranya Adivasi
Kisan Majdoor Sangthan
(DAKMS), the official said.

Ganga was carrying a
reward of Rs 1 lakh on his
head, he said. The duo quit
the banned movement, as
they were impressed by
the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment's rehabilitation poli-
cy and the district police's
campaign 'Puna Narkom'
(a term coined in local
Gondi dialect, which
means new dawn), the offi-
cial said. Financial assis-
tance and other facilities
will be provided to the duo
as per the surrender and
rehabilitation policy of
the state government, he
added.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The Congress will get its
first non-Gandhi president
in 24 years on Wednesday
after more than 9,500 votes
cast to choose between
senior leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor are count-
ed to cap the election con-
test, the sixth in its 137-
year-old history.

The counting of the
votes cast on Monday will
begin at 10 am on
Wednesday at the AICC
headquarters here.

While Kharge is consid-
ered the firm favourite
with his perceived proxim-
ity to the Gandhis and a
large number of senior
leaders backing him,

Tharoor has pitched him-
self as the candidate of
change. The process of
bringing all the ballot
boxes from the 68 polling
booths set up across the
country by the party will
be completed by Tuesday.
The sealed boxes will be
kept in a "strong room" at
the party headquarter. The
sealed ballot boxes will be
opened before the candi-
dates' agents and the votes
will be mixed repeatedly
as they are added from
various boxes. Congress
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry has expressed sat-
isfaction with the party's
presidential polls process,
saying it was "free, fair
and transparent".

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Tuesday carried
out raids in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh in connection
with a case registered to
probe the "emerging
nexus" between terrorists,
gangsters and drug smug-
glers.

The raids were carried
out at 50 places which cov-

ered residences of noted
gangsters, officials said.
The NIA had registered
the case on August 26 after
it identified some of the
"most desperate gang lead-
ers and their associates
based in India and abroad"
who were spearheading
and carrying out terror
and criminal activities.

On September 12, the
agency had conducted
raids in Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi after
taking over cases from the
Delhi Police. Those cov-
ered under the raids also
included gangsters in-
volved in the murder of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.

Chennai, Oct 18 (PTI):

A panel that probed
the circumstances
leading to former
Chief Minister J

Jayalalithaa's death in 2016
indicted V K Sasikala, the
confidante of the late
leader, and the Tamil Nadu
government on Tuesday
said it would initiate action
after getting legal opinion.

The panel's report, that
was tabled by the state gov-
ernment in the Assembly
on Tuesday also

indicted former Health
Minister C Vijayabaskar,
medical doctor K S
Sivakumar (Sasikala's rela-
tive) and the then Health
Secretary J
Radhakrishnan and rec-
ommended a probe against
all the four persons. The

Justice A
A r u m u g h a s w a m y
Commission of Inquiry
(CoI) said, they "have to be
found fault with and inves-
tigation is to be ordered."
Sasikala is indicted consid-
ering several aspects, it
said. The government said

that considering the CoI's
disagreement on certain
aspects vis-a-vis the AIIMS
doctors committee's report,
"it was decided to initiate
appropriate action" against
"certain individuals," after
obtaining the opinion of
legal experts.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (PTI): 

World Cup winner Roger Binny
was on Tuesday elected as the
36th president of the BCCI,
taking over from Sourav
Ganguy to run the world's
richest cricket board but the
sports body's AGM concluded
without any discussion on the
ICC Chairmanship.
Binny, 67, was elected unop-
posed at the BCCI AGM
(Annual general Meeting) here
alongside Jay Shah, who was
re-elected as the secretary for
a second successive term.
The other office bearers who
were elected unopposed
included treasurer Ashish
Shelar, vice-president Rajeev
Shukla and joint secretary

Devjit Saikia.
Binny, who played 27 Tests
and 72 ODIs for India, takes
charge ahead of the ODI World
Cup in India next year.
However, the issue of the
chairmanship of International
Cricket Council (ICC)
remained unsettled and the
new set of office bearers will
take a call on the issue.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The government on
Tuesday hiked the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
of six rabi crops by up to 9
per cent, with Rs 110 per
quintal increase for wheat

crop to boost domestic pro-
duction and farmers' in-
come. Wheat MSP has
been raised by 5.45 per
cent to Rs 2,125 per quintal
from Rs 2,015 per quintal
to encourage more area
under the crop amid tight
government stock position
owing to low procurement,
fall in production and
higher exports. The deci-

sion to increase the MSP
of rabi crops for 2023-24
marketing year was taken
at a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said in a
media briefing.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Assets worth more than Rs 185
crore of a Chandigarh-based
pharmaceutical company have
been attached under the anti-
money laundering law in connec-
tion with a case of alleged bank
loan fraud, the Enforcement
Directorate said Tuesday.
Buildings, plant and machinery of
the company, Surya
Pharmaceuticals Ltd., and some
linked entities have been attached
after a provisional order was
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
The money laundering case stems
from two CBI FIRs -- filed on the
complaint of State Bank of India
(SBI), Chandigarh and Punjab and
Sind Bank, Karnal -- against the
company, its managing director
Rajiv Goyal and others for
"defrauding" the banks to the
tune of Rs 828 crore, the federal
agency said in a statement.

Pak silent on 
whereabouts of

Dawood, Masood
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Chief of Pakistan's
Federal Investigation
Agency Mohsin Butt chose
to remain silent when con-
fronted with questions from
the media here on Tuesday
about fugitive terrorists
Dawood Ibrahim and Hafiz
Saeed - suspected to be safe-
ly cocooned in his country.

Butt, who is in the nation-
al capital to attend the 90th
General Assembly of
Interpol, apparently avoid-
ed, till the last minute, enter-
ing the plenary hall at the
Pragati Maidan, the event
venue that was swarming
with reporters looking for a
statement from him on the
whereabouts of the most-
wanted terrorists.

Aircraft test 
landed at Donyi

Polo Airport
Itanagar, Oct 18 (PTI) 

An aircraft of a private
airlines was succesfully
test landed at the newly
constructed Donyi Polo
airport in Arunachal
Pradesh near here on
Tuesday scripting a new
chapter in the country's
aviation history.

The airport after it is
commissioned will be the
first in Arunachal
Pradesh, the eastern most
state of the country, and
bring it to the aviation
map of the country. The
Lilabari airport, which is
closest to the state capital,
is located about 80 km
away in North Lakhimpur
district of Assam.

INTERPOL MEET

‘Eliminate safe havens for terrorists’
̈ PM appeals 

international 
community 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with INTERPOL President Ahmed
Naser Al-Raisi during the 90th General Assembly of INTERPOL, at
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday urged the Interpol to
speed up Red Corner Notices against fugitive offenders to help
eliminate safe haves for the terrorists, corrupt and criminals. Red
Notices are issued by Interpol to locate a fugitive who has fled the
country where he is wanted. A member country can arrest or deport
an individual against whom such a notice is circulated by Interpol.
Nearly 778 Red Notices issued by India are active, of which 205 are
by the CBI against fugitives like Dawood Ibrahim, his aide Chhota
Shakeel, terrorist Masood Azhar, Hafiz Saeed, and economic
offenders like Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi among others.

‘Speed up Red Corner Notices process’
Govt hikes wheat MSP by Rs 110 to Rs 2,125/quintal
̈ 2-9 % rise in MSP

of six rabi crops

Two Naxalites surrender
before security forces

The unarmed Naxalites turned
themselves in before security
personnel on Monday. The sur-
rendered Naxalites Ganga and
Deva, who are residents of
Gadiras area of the district,
were part of the Dandakaranya
Adivasi Kisan Majdoor
Sangthan (DAKMS).Ganga was
carrying a reward of Rs 1 lakh
on his head.

About surrender

BANK FRAUD

ED attaches 
Rs 185 crore worth
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Chopper crashed within seconds after takeoff
̈ Says security

guard deployed
at Kedarnath
helipad

A broken part of the helicopter which crashed near Garud Chatti
while carrying pilgrims, near Kedarnath in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

Teams of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) and aviation
regulator DGCA will be prob-
ing the helicopter crash near
Kedarnath in Uttarakhand
that killed seven pilgrims on
Tuesday, according to a sen-
ior official. The operator of
the ill-fated helicopter -
Aryan Aviation - had come
under the regulatory scan-
ner and was fined Rs 5 lakh
recently by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for certain viola-
tions. The senior DGCA offi-
cial said the teams of AAIB
and DGCA have already left
for the site.

AAIB, DGCA teams 
to probe

AL-QAIDA TERROR MODULE CASEKHARGE VS THAROOR

NIA carries out raids

in three states
̈ To probe nexus

between terrorists,
gangsters, drug
smugglers

DIWALI SHOPPING

A customer looks at a decorative item displayed for sale at a shop, ahead of the
Diwali festival, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

Cong to get non-Gandhi prez today
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H TN panel indicts Sasikala, govt to act

In this file photo dated Dec. 6, 2016, V Sasikala, a close aide of
Tamil Nadu's former CM Jayaram Jayalalithaa, near her mortal
remains, in Chennai.

Roger Binny is new
BCCI president

CAA rules
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The Union home min-
istry has been granted
yet another extension by
the Parliamentary
Committees on
Subordinate Legislation
in the Rajya Sabha and
the Lok Sabha to frame
the rules of the
C i t i z e n s h i p
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
sources said on Tuesday.

While the permission
has been granted from
the Rajya Sabha till
December 31, 2022, the
Lok Sabha has granted
the time till January 9,
2023.
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Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Inspired by the ambi-
tious Godhan Nyay Yojna
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the SHgs
working at Gauthans are
producing several useful
and decorative items also.
This Diwali, the women of
a Self Help Group have
made fusion Deep Rangoli
from cow dung to light up
and decorate the houses.
Bhilai based SHG- Udaan
Nayi Disha is manufactur-
ing various decorative
products like Floating
Diyas, Bandhanwars,
Mobile Stands, Hanging
Showpieces from cow
dung. On Tuesday, the
women of this group pre-
sented fusion deep-rangoli
made of cow dung to
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena and wished
him a very happy Diwali
in advance. On this occa-
sion, the Collector said
that the women of the
group have created other
decorative products which

are of quality, beauty and
excellence in every sense.
He said that with hard
work and unity at the local
level, the women of the
group have created amaz-
ing items, which will
prove useful to meet the
needs of the market. Nidhi
Chandrakar, President of
the group said that the
products of the group have
a good demand in the big
cities like Noida and Pune
in different states of the
country. She informed that
the products made by the
group are being sent for
sale to other parts of the
country including
Rajasthan, Gujarat, West
Bengal and Chhattisgarh.
It is often seen that there is
a lack of space for making
Rangoli in big cities, so the
women have made such
Rangolis, which can be
kept on the door, table or
courtyard of the house.
Lamps are also there on
this Rangoli which en-
hances the beauty and util-
ity of this product.

Decorate your house 
with fusion Deep-Rangoli 

SHGs use cow dung to produce innovative items for festival 

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

The eco friendly diyas
made from cow dung are
among the high-demand
products this Diwali. Such
diyas are being prepared
in Godhan Nyay Centers
of Bhilai also. This prod-
uct is recognized for its
unique quality and beauty.

Lamps are being pro-
duced in Godhan Nyay
Center and Gauthan of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. For the past
few years, people have
been showing interest in
eco-friendly diyas to illu-
minate their houses. The
SHGs are getting orders
for Diyas and sales have

also begun. The demand
for Diya is so high that it is
being sold immediately.
The cow dung diyas are
being produced by Jeevan
Jyoti and Shiv Shakti
Mahila Groups in urban
Gauthan. They are also
using machines for mak-
ing lamps to ensure ample
supply against the market
demand. Poonam Sahu, a
woman involved in Diya
production, said that they
have sold a large number
of Diyas and are working
to supply this product
against the pending or-
ders. They had received
500 orders from Surya
Vihar colony, 1200 Diyas
order from Raipur, 300

Diyas orders from Risali
and Gandhi Nagar. An
order of 150 diyas has
been received from the
school also. Apart from
this, people are continu-
ously reaching the
Gauthan to buy diyas.
Decorative lamps made
from cow dung are also
being prepared. Due to its
attractive colours, quality
and traditional impor-
tance, the demand of
Godhan Diyas is increas-
ing day by day. This diya is
completely eco friendly
which can also be used as
compost later on.

Mohan Pandey, a cus-
tomer, said that it is better
to use Godhan Diya in-

stead of Chinese lamps.
“We should go for locally
produced products which
have cultural importance
too. By using such prod-
ucts, we can connect the
traditional festivals with
nature”, he said. Somesh
Nishad, who came to
Khursipar to buy Diyas,
said that he bought eco-
friendly Diyas made of
Godhan for the festival.

Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas have directed
the women of self-help
groups to maintain the
quality of the Diyas and
have also appealed to the
people to use eco-friendly
diyas for this festival.

Eco friendly diyas among high-demand products this Diwali

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Christian College of
Engineering and
Technology (CCET), wel-
comed the 25th Batch

of Engineering
Graduates to the College
Campus on Tuesday. This
Orientation programme
was conducted with an
objective to introduce
newly admitted students
to the campus and help
them to get familiarize
with the new environ-
ment. It also aimed for the
newly admitted students
to create awareness about
engineering education
and their chosen fields.

Programme started
with lighting of tradition-
al lamp followed by the
welcome speech by
College Principal Dr

Dipali Soren. She moti-
vated students by high-
lighting the unique fea-
tures of CCET. She also
highlighted the facilities,
different student friendly
programmes. Campus se-
lection and placement is

another attractive point
to every students, at
CCET, there is a Training
and Placement cell,
which organised a cam-
pus placement on October
14. College Executive vice
Chairman Rev Fr Dr PS

Varghese, in his presiden-
tial address reminded the
students that “Pain is not
pain when we have a pur-
pose in our life.” Further
he motivated the students
with the following words:
“Every student must

work hard to fulfil their
dreams. One has to follow
their dream to be a suc-
cessful person who would
be able to contribute back
to the society with their
capabilities.”

All the departmental
HODs gave the outlook
and briefed the related
fields of their branches.
First Year In charge Dr
Preeti Nand Kumar wel-
comed the students, gave
an overview of whole col-
lege, its history and
briefs of 1st year course
curriculum and subject
details. Students visited
the entire college, its lab-
oratories, library and
workshop. Regular class-
es will start from October
19, however, admission
will continue till October
25.

CCET conducts orientation 
programme for first year engineering students

Bhilai, Oct 18: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Modex
Unit, Bar & Rod Mill has
once again created a new
shift record. SAIL-Bhilai’s
Modex unit, Bar & Rod Mill
recorded best ever shift
record on October 17, 2022.
As many as 462 billets (966
T) in 10MM TMT bars were
rolled in B shift on October

17, 2022, surpassing the pre-
vious best record of 449 bil-
lets (929 T) on February 08,
2022. Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) congratulated the
entire BRM team for the
record-breaking perform-
ance. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
alongwith the Senior man-

agement of BSP has con-
gratulated the entire BRM
team and its supporting de-
partments for the record-
breaking performance. SN
Tripathi, Ashish, KK
Thakur, Sameer Pandey
and Shikhar Tiwary,
General Managers from
BRM were present on the
occasion.

Bar & Rod Mill creates
new production record

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Additional Secretary
& Financial Advisor,
MOS Sukriti Likhi visit-
ed Bhilai Steel Plant on
Tuesday. G Sarathy Raja,
Deputy Secretary (Steel)
accompanied Likhi on
her visit to Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Executive Directors wel-
comed Likhi and G
Sarathy Raja, Deputy
Secretary (Steel) at
Bhilai Niwas. Likhi and
G Sarathy Raja, Deputy
Secretary (Steel) also
planted saplings at
Bhilai Niwas. At the out-
set, Likhi visited Safety
Excellence Centre,
where she was given a
briefing on Safety.
Anirban Dasgupta,

Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) were present
during Likhi’s Plant
visit. She went to Coke
Oven Battery # 11, fol-

lowed by steel making
operations in Bhilai’s
Modex units, Blast
Furnace 8 and Steel
Melting Shop 3, followed
by a visit to Modex Unit,

Universal Rail Mill in
Bhilai, where the world’s
longest rails are rolled
out. She also witnessed
rolling of plates in Plate
Mill.

She attended an
overview presentation
on Bhilai Steel Plant and
had a meeting with
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) at
Ispat Bhavan. G Sarathy
Raja, Deputy Secretary
(Steel), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS) & Senior offi-
cers of Plant were pres-
ent on the occasion. She
also visited other places
as per her schedule.

Addl Secy & Financial Advisor, MOS Sukriti Likhi visits BSP PM-KISAN improving financial condition of farmers: Vijay Baghel
Bhilai, Oct 18: PM Kisan
Samman Sammelan was
held at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra in Anjora.
Addressing the gathering,
MP Vijay Baghel said that
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) is an important
scheme of Government of
India which was launched
in the Rabi season of the
year 2018. The farmer re-
ceives 6000 rupees per year
in three installments and
this assistance amount
comes directly to the bank
account every four months
in installments of Rs 2000.
The installments have
been released and now the
farmers are likely to get
the 9th installment soon.
This scheme has helped a
lot in improving the eco-
nomic condition of farm-
ers. At the outset, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
speech on issues of farm-
ers was streamed live.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that several big
steps have been taken to
make farmers more pros-
perous. India has become
a country to make crores
of farmers prosperous. An
installment of Rs 16,000
crore has been transferred
directly to the bank ac-
counts of farmers before
Diwali. With lesser effort,
farmers are increasing

their yields by using new
technology. Youth are also
getting attracted towards
farming. Today, quality
fertilisers are being pro-
vided through One Nation-
One Fertilizer initiative.
Before 2014, farmers had
to struggle to get fertilizer
and urea. The fertilizers
were sold in black market.
But the BJP government
curbed black marketing.
The urea was supplied as
per the requirements. Now
with technology advance-

ment, the fertilisers are
available in bottles and
small packets which are
equivalent to sacks of tra-
ditional fertilisers. With
the passage of time, even
the smaller plots of land
are being used for agricul-
ture. New technology and
scientific means are being
adopted to increase the
yields. Best seeds have
been given to the farmers.

On this occasion, Dr
Col NP Dakshinakar,
Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Sanjay Shakya, Sangeeta
Sahu (Sarpanch Anjora),
Dr Vikas Khuthe,
Lokmani Chandrakar,
Prakash Chandrakar, Dr
SK Thapak, Dr Nisha
Sharma, Dr Rajkumar
gadhpayle, Dr Dilip
Chaudhary and hun-
dreds of farmers were
present.

Bhilai, Oct 18: On
Monday, a seminar on con-
tagious diseases (infection)
was organized at
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Government
Medical College under
Infection Prevention Week.
In this program, Dr Umesh
Khurana said that doctors,
nurses and sanitation
workers and citizens can
be saved from these infec-
tions by vaccinating
against rare diseases like
Covid-19, Hepatitis B and
Influenza. In this sequence,
the experts stated that after

the epidemic of Covid-19,
the general public has also
started to understand the
importance of cleanliness
of the physical and sur-
rounding environment and
used masks, sanitizers and
gloves in large quantities
for protection. They said
that to prevent contagious
diseases, a person should
wash hands with soap or
using alcohol-based sani-
tizer for 20 seconds. Apart
from this, by taking pre-
cautions while coughing
and sneezing, covid, in-
fluenza and many diseases

of the respiratory system
can be avoided. At the same
time, the spread of infec-
tion can be prevented by
sending infected items in
designated red, blue, yel-
low, white and black boxes
for disposal. The program
was coordinated by Dr
Richa Tigga, Dr Rashmika
Dave and Dr P Anusha.
The Dean, Hospital
Superintendent, all Heads
of Departments and other
medical teachers partici-
pated in this event organ-
ized by the Department of
Microbiology.

Seminar on contagious diseases held at CCM CollegeSSBIF incubation centre to get
Rs 1 cr Startup India Seed Fund

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1188:: Some select startups
operating from the Shri Shankaracharya
Business Incubator Foundation (SSBIF)
will now be eligible for a financial assis-
tance of up to Rs 5 lakh as the SSBIF has
been selected under the Startup India
Seed Fund Scheme of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. The SSBIF is
the first Incubator in Chhattisgarh to get
a fund of Rs 1 crore. Under this scheme,
the SSBIF Confederation can support
innovative startups, turning them around
as successful business ventures. The
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs has
launched the Start-up India Seed Fund
Scheme (SISFS) with an outlay of ?945
crore to provide financial assistance to
startups for the proof of concept, proto-

type development, product trials, mar-
ket entry, and commercialisation. “The
fund will support an estimated 3,600
entrepreneurs through 300 incubators in
the next four years. Easy availability of
capital is essential for entrepreneurs.
Funding from angel investors and ven-
ture capital firms becomes available to
startups only after the proof of concept
is provided. Similarly, banks provide
loans only to asset-backed applicants,”
said SSBIF Director Dr PB Deshmukh &
CEO Dr Siddhartha Choubey.  Referring
the eligibility criteria, he said a startup,
recognised by the DPIIT, should have
been incorporated for no more than two
years and must have a business idea to
develop a product or a service with a
market fit, viable commercialisation, and
scope of scaling. Preference would be
given to startups offering innovative
solutions in sectors such as social
impact, waste management, water man-
agement, financial inclusion, education,
agriculture, food processing, biotechnol-
ogy, healthcare, energy, mobility,
defence, space, railways, oil and gas,
textiles and etc. The startup should not
have got more than Rs 10 lakh under any
other Central or State scheme.
Shareholding by Indian promoters in the
startup should be at least 51%, he said.

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1188::  

Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
inspected Swami Atmanand
Government English School
(SAGES) at Shri Ram Chowk in
Khursipar. He oversaw the
construction work as per the
drawing and design. 

Ekansh Banchor, MiC mem-
ber and in-charge of the Public
Works Department, was espe-
cially present during the
inspection. The Mayor said
that the construction work of
the school building should be
completed soon while main-
taining expected quality. 

He inquired about the
strength set for the Atmanand
School and took stock of the
important development works
being done in the Khursipar
area. It needs to be mentioned
here that with the initiative of
MLA Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, a two sto-

ried building is being con-
structed in Swami Atmanand
School premises at Shri Ram
Chowk. Library, laboratory,
principal room, staff room and
11 class rooms are being con-
structed. There will be sepa-
rate toilets for boys and girls. 

The building is being con-
structed at a cost of Rs 1.19
crore. The entire structure of
the building is completed and
only a few works are left.
Apart from this, tiles, plaster,
putty, painting, electrification
have been done in all the

rooms in the old school build-
ing. Toilets, septic tanks and
renovation of existing rooms
have also been done. Seven
new rooms have been con-
structed on the first floor. The
work of four phases has been
completed and the work of the
last phase is in progress. 

Mayor has asked the offi-
cers to complete it at the earli-
est. It is worth mentioning that
Municipal Commissioner Rohit
Vyas had recently reviewed
the progress of Atmanand
School and he had given
instructions to complete the
works of the school at the ear-
liest. 

Zone Commissioner
Amitabh Sharma, Executive
Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
Assistant Engineer Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Sub Engineers
Nitesh Meshram and
Chandrakant Sahu and others
were present.

Mayor inspects under construction SAGES building
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Raipur dominates team event in
CG Table Tennis tournament

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1188::  Raipur District
team won the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and Inter
District Table Tennis tourna-
ment championship being
organized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) defeating
Bilaspur with the score of 3-1
in Men’ category whereas
Bilaspur eves registered a 3-2
win against the host Raipur to
settle the score.

In the Under 19 Junior Boys
title, Raipur defeated Durg
with the score of 3-0 whereas
Raipur defeated Bilaspur by 3-
0 in the Under 17 title.

Similarly, Raipur defeated
Bilaspur in the Under 15 Sub
Junior Boys whereas Bilasur
Hopes team defeated Raipur
with the score of 3-1 in the
tournament here.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement issued

here, the CTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that Raipur
West MLA and Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhayaya
was chief guest of the prize
distribution ceremony whereas
CTTA President Sharad Shukla
presided over the event.

Congress Govt violating co-operative norms: BJP

Raipur, Oct 18: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday alleged that the
Congress government is vi-
olating all essential norms
in co-operative sector and
is desperate to oblige party
workers in the election
year instead of giving
rights to the Primary Co-
operative institutions.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office, the
Chief Spokesperson of
BJP and MLA Ajay

Chandrakar said that
while the Centre had creat-
ed separate ministry of co-
operative to strengthen the
sector, the ruling Congress
government is broken all
rules of co-operative sector

only to empower the
Congress leaders which
has raised question mark
on the significance of the
Co-operative committees.
While traditional rules are
abolished, the state govern-

ment has failed to come up
with the fresh regulations
and eligibility for the pub-
lic representatives in co-op-
erative institutions, he
added.

Chandrakar further al-
leged that the Gauthan
Samiti has been included
in the permanent commit-
tee which is a gross violat-
ing to the rights of
Panchayati-Raj institu-
tions. He further stated the
Panchayat office-bearers
are not been provided an
outstanding payment by
the state government
which has put them is very
pathetic condition.

BJP MLA Shivratan
Sharma also came down
heavily on the state gov-
ernment alleging corrup-
tion in rampant and in
support to his allegations,
he presented an audio clip-
ping in which a Congress
office-bearer is offering
post to the farmer in
Primary Society against
money.

State Convenor of BJP
Co-operative Cell
Sashikant Dwevedi said
that democratic set up has
been ignored as no elec-
tions have been held even
after termination of the
tenure.

ED conducts raid in house of Collector Ranu Sahu’s family

Raipur, Oct 18:
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has been active in the
state for last one week or
so and now it has broaden
its investigation. After the
last search at the resi-
dence of Collector
Raigarh Ranu Sahu, the
ED team raided her fami-
ly’s residence in Panduka
in Gariyaband district and
reaching there by 5:00 am
it started its search opera-
tion.

A 12-member team of
ED reached Panduka at
5:00 am early in the morn-
ing at the residence of
family of Collector Ranu
Sahu and conducted
search at the residence of
District Panchayat mem-
ber Laxmi Sahu and
Congress leader’s resi-
dence Shailendra Sahu.
First the family members
did not allowed the ED
team to enter, but after
some time later they were
allowed. Laxmi Sahu is
Collector Ranu Sahu’s

mother and Shailendra
Sahu is her cousin brother.

The ED team is reported
to conducted search of
documents at the resi-
dence and sources in-
formed that the family is
having a 12 acre pond in
their name in Mainpur, as
the name of the family
was there in the first reg-
istry. The search is expect-
ed to continue further and
it may have surprising
revelations.

‘Allow international flights services at
Swami Vivekananda Airport in Raipur’

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel today attend-
ed the Conference of Civil
Aviation Ministers of
States and Union
Territories as the repre-
sentative of Chhattisgarh
and reiterated the de-
mands for international
flights and a cargo hub in

Raipur.
Addressing the meeting,

presided over by Union
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia at
Vigyan Bhawan here, the
minister said that the in-
frastructure of Raipur
Airport, the length of the
runway, the capacity of
the terminal building, nav-
igation and air traffic con-
trol facilities are fully suit-
able for international air-
line operations.

He asserted that
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had already requested the

Centre through various
letters to allow interna-
tional flights and develop a
cargo hub in Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur. He had also sub-
mitted a proposal for the
hub at the 23rd meeting of
the central zonal commit-
tee. He said that there is an
urgent need to develop the
facility of cargo hub in
Chhattisgarh. Along with
this, the state also has bet-
ter prospects as there is no
cargo hub nearby.

Shri Patel stressed on
the need for developing
night landing facility at

Bilaspur airport and
added that the Bilaspur
airport has been upgraded
to 3-C VFR category by the
state government. And ap-
proval for works worth 22
crores has also been is-
sued for the development
of night landing facility.

Along with this, he said
that due to low visibility in
bad weather passengers
have to face inconvenience
as flights are canceled or
diverted. Therefore, PBN
(Performance Based
Navigation Approach)
navigation system should
be established soon for
smooth operation of
flights at Bilaspur,
Jagdalpur and Ambikapur
airports.

The union minister as-
sured of positive action on
all the demands.
Chhattisgarh Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
was also present at the
meeting.

Demands Ch’garh

Request for setting
up of Cargo Hub at
Raipur Airport

Ch’garh Sports and
Youth Welfare
Minister Umesh
Patel attends Civil
Aviation Ministers’
conference of all
states and UTs in
Delhi

In Panduka under
Gariyaband district

ED team conducts search in
CHiPS office
After the raid at the family’s
residence of Collector Ranu
Sahu in Panduka in
Gariyaband, ED team con-
ducted search in the office of

Chhattisgarh Infotech Promotion Society (CHiPS) here in the
afternoon. Around 9 officials of ED reached CHiPS office in
three cars and none were allowed to enter inside the office till
the search continued. It is notable here that CEO of CHiPS
Sameer Bishoni has already taken on remand by ED for 8 days
earlier.

DDuurrgg:: After the search at the
residence of Collector Ranu
Sahu’s mother in Panduka of
Gariyaband district, the ED
team raided the house of
Asst. Commissioner Tribal

Development Deparmtent  -
Maya Varier, in Chouhan
Town, Junwani in Bhilai. The
team reached in the morning
hours and jawans were posted
outside the house to deny
entry to anyone.

It is notable here that Maya
Varier is posted as Project
administrator, in-Charge

Asst. Commissioner in the
Integrated Tribal
Development Project. It is
worthwhile to mention here
that after posting of Collector
Ranu Sahu in Korba, Maya
Varier was transferred and
since then she is posted in the
same district. There are
charges of massive unwanted
expenditure from DMF fund
during Ranu Sahu’s term in
Korba against her. ED has tar-
getted Mining and DMF in
Korba and it is for this reason
that search was conducted in
the house of Maya Varier.

ED also raids house of Asst. Comm Tribal Devp Deptt

People
Representatives
denied rights 

Transport facility centres being opened in Ch’garh at a rapid pace
Raipur, Oct 18: To enhance
and expand transport-relat-
ed services and to provide
near-the-home services, the
transport department is
opening transport facility
centres in Chhattisgarh.
Under this, 219 transport fa-
cility centres have been
started in the state so far.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has announced to
start 1000 Transport
Facility Centers across the
state to expand transport-re-
lated services. People will
no longer need to visit
unauthorized agents for
transport-related services.
Opening these facility cen-
tres has a dual benefit, one
is that transport-related fa-

cilities will be available to
people near their homes
and the other is that they
will help in employment
generation for about 5 thou-
sand youths.

Under this, the establish-
ment of transport facility
centres across the state is
going on at a rapid pace
under the guidance of
Transport Minister
Mr.Mohammad Akbar. So
far 219 transport facility
centres have been estab-
lished across the state.
These include the starting
of 32 transport facility cen-
tres under the District
Transport Office in Raipur,
4 in Kanker, 12 in
Rajnandgaon and 9 in

Raigarh. Similarly, 14 trans-
port facilities have been
started under District
Transport Office in
Mahasamund, 18 in
Dhamtari, 18 in Janjgir-
Champa, 8 in Jagdalpur, 2 in
Baikunthpur, 6 in
Ambikapur, 10 in Surajpur,
9 in Kondagaon, 14 in
Kabirdham, 13 in
Gariyaband, 8 in Sukma, 3
in Balrampur, 4 in Jashpur,
2 in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, 9 in Korba, 7 in
Mungeli, 12 in Balodabazar-
Bhatapara and 5 in Balod.

Applicants only need to
pay the prescribed fees at
the facility centres

According to the informa-
tion received from the

Transport Department, the
Transport Facility Center
can be authorized to issue a
learning license under the
notification published in
the Gazette of the
Government of India. The
guidelines also prescribe
the charges for various
services at the Transport
Facility Centers.

As per the issued guide-
lines, Rs.100 service charge
for filling online application
form, Rs.50 for the online
fee/tax payment to
Transport Department (for
each one thousand rupees
or part thereof), and Rs.50
for a learning license.
Charges for scanning, com-
pressing and uploading (per

page) of the required docu-
ments are Rs.5 and the
printout charges (per page)
for complete documents is
Rs.5 per page.

No longer need to visit
unauthorised agents

These transport facility
centres will be starting in
the interest of the general
public in the state. In lack of
information, a large num-
ber of people visit unautho-
rized agents for transport-
related services. This
process takes more time
and sometimes they have to
suffer financial loss as well.
There will be no longer a
need to visit unauthorized
agents for transport-related
services.

‘Poshan badi’ comes as boon for Anganwadi children

Bijapur, Oct 18: In the
Anganwadi center of sec-
tor Bhairamgarh, sector
Mirtur in Phoolgatta
Patelpara, last year July-
August, 2020, under
‘Green Bijapur Fruit
Bijapur’, nutrition-badi
is to be constructed in all
the Anganwadi centers of
the sector level.
Nutrition-badi was pre-
pared by Anganwadi
workers and assistants at

Anganwadi center
Phoolgatta Patelpara.
Cleaning is also being
done in front of the cen-
ter. Beans/Barbatti,
Bottle gourd and season-
al, local vegetables are
being produced in the nu-

trition-wadi of
Anganwadi centre. In
which supplementary
nutritional food and cen-
trally grown green
spinach vegetables are
also being prepared and
given along with hot

food. Along with other
vegetables and vegeta-
bles produced from these
nutrition-badis are used.
By which children get
the necessary protein.
Along with this, fruit
trees have also been
planted in Poshan Badi.
Worker and Sector
Supervisor Smt. Butki
Maurya also takes care of
the nutrition badi at the
Anganwadi level. Along
with this, the beneficiar-
ies registered in the cen-
ter should also be told
about the importance of
nutrition badi and its
maintenance after con-
struction of nutrition

body, the nutritional qual-
ity available from greens
and vegetables used in it.

Anganwadi workers
and assistants are work-
ing smoothly every day in
providing nutritious food
to the beneficiaries. Due
to which children and
beneficiary coming to
Anganwadi center are
being fed nutritious
green vegetables regular-
ly, so that they get physi-
cal development and
proper nutrition. And
the beneficiary is also
being advised by the
worker assistant to pre-
pare a nutrition 
standard.

One miscreant arrested for threatening with knife
Jagdalpur, Oct 18: In
Sanjay Market of Bastar
district headquarters, a
young man, Dilip Rawat,
22 years old resident of
Nayamunda Tiranga
Chowk, was threatening
with a knife by pointing
out to the people coming
there. As soon as the in-
formation was received,
the Kotwali police arrest-
ed the accused. Kotwali
police station in-charge
Eman Sahu said that a
crook has been arrested
in the city with a button
knife. The police had re-
ceived information that a
miscreant was intimidat-
ing the people who came

to the area by illegally car-
rying button knives in
Sanjay Market. After
which a team was formed
immediately and sent for
action.

After reaching Sanjay
Market, the police team
identified  a suspicious
person and he was caught
under siege. On interroga-
tion, the accused dis-

closed his name as Dilip
Rawat, aged 22 years, R/o
Nayamunda Tiranga
Chowk. A button knife
was recovered from his
possession and confiscat-
ed. A case of section 25
Arms Act was registered
against the accused. After
the arrest, the accused
was sent on judicial re-
mand.

CAMS president honours former CM

Raipur, Oct 16: Chhath
Mahaparv Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat Raipur
President Rajesh Kumar
Singh and Member
Ravindra Singh hon-
oured former Chief
Minister and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Vice
President Dr Raman
Singh at Jainam Manas
Bhavan in Raipur city
on the occasion of his
70th birthday, on
Saturday.

The members of the
CMAS felicitated Dr
Raman Singh with 70
kilogramme ‘Gajmala’
on the occasion.

They also prayed for
his long life. Muktinath

Pandey, Sunil
Singh, Amit
S i n g h ,
R a m v i l a s
S i n g h ,
A m a r j e e t
S i n g h ,
S a t y e n d r a
Singh Gautam,
Brijesh Singh,
Jayant Singh,
Santosh Singh,
R a m k u m a r
Singh, Maheep
Singh, Saroj
S i n g h ,
K a n h a i y a
S i n g h
J a i p r a k a s h
Singh and
other mem-
bers of the

Samiti were also present
on the occasion.

KTUJMC students taken on educational tour 

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh government
has organised a 4 days in-
ternational Agri carnival
2022 from Oct 14 to 17 in
Agriculture Collage
ground, Indira Gandhi
agriculture University,
Labhandi Raipur.

Department of advertis-
ing and public relations of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism

and Mass Communication
(KTUJMC), Kathadih,
Raipur participated in
International Agri
Carnival-2022. For promot-
ing the agricultural carni-
val through various medi-
um and imparting mean-
ingful information to the
masses, the students made
serious efforts.

It was under the guid-
ance of Head of the de-
partment (HoD) doctor
Ashutosh Mandavi and
Associate Prof. Shailendra
Khandelwal, an education
tour was organised in a

manner where students
can perform their practi-
cal work of public rela-
tions and advertising.
Under the supervision of
Asst. Prof. Chaitali
Pandey guided the stu-
dents for field work and es-
tablish coordination be-
tween institutions and stu-
dents. Students of MA
(APR) shoot the photos
and video in order to make
documentary, interviews
of various farmers about
government agriculture
policies and their benefits.
Surveys were conducted

whether farmers get bene-
fitted from government ad-
vertisement or not. Video
bytes of farmers and stalls
were recorded for their
suggestions on agriculture
carnivals. In this carnival
18 countries scientist, in-
ternational and national
level institutional direc-
tors like International
Rice Research
Institutions, NABARD,
agriculture scientist, vari-
ous agriculture products
manufacturers company
seniors officer, participat-
ed in this carnival.

State Govt committed to provide benefit
of 32% reservation to tribals: Baghel

Raipur, Oct 18: A delega-
tion of Adivasi Samaj met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here late on Monday
and discussed the reserva-
tion issue in detail.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Baghel assured
the MPs, ministers,
MLAs, and public repre-
sentatives of the Adivasi
Samaj that the state gov-
ernment is committed to
providing the benefit of 32
per cent reservation to the
tribals in Chhattisgarh

and all necessary steps
are being taken in this re-
gard.

“There will be no loss of
any kind to the reserved
category in the state and
ensuring this is among
our topmost priorities.
Firstly, we will move to
the Supreme Court re-
garding this matter. The
state government is work-
ing consciously to protect
the rights of tribals pro-
vided in the Constitution.
The government is taking
all the necessary steps so
the tribal society need not
be worried at all”, said
Chief Minister.

During the discussion
with the tribals, Shri
Baghel said that the state
government is committed

to the welfare and uplift-
ment of the tribals. Our
main goal is to integrate
the tribal communities
into the mainstream of
society. All the necessary
steps will be taken keep-
ing in view the interest of
the tribals.

MP Deepak Baij, MP
Phulo devi Netam, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Parliamentary Secretary
U.D. Minj, Shishupal Sori,
and MLAs Vinay Bhagat,
Gulab Kamro, Dr.
Lakshmi Dhruv, Rajman
Benzam, Mohit Kerketta,
Dr. Pritam Ram, and
Purushottam Kanwar and
other public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion.

‘Narayanpur secures a place among
top five aspirational districts’

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh’s insur-
gency-hit Narayanpur dis-
trict has secured its place
among the top five
Aspirational Districts
under the ‘Overall
Performance’ category in

the Champions of Change
Delta Ranking released by
NITI Aayog for the month
of August. Among the top
five districts in the overall
performance category,
Narayanpur has bagged
the fifth position.
Meanwhile, in the month-
ly delta ranking,
Narayanpur district
ranks second in the
health and nutrition cate-
gory and fourth in the ed-
ucation category.

It is worth mentioning
that remarkable work has
been done for the develop-
ment of the education, nu-

trition, and healthcare
sector in the district in
the last less than four
years under the leader-
ship of Shri Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
These efforts have also
been appreciated by the
Government of India
many times.
Underprivileged children
are getting an opportuni-
ty to study in English
medium schools with the
commencement of gov-
ernment-run Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools. On
these lines, Swami
Atmanand Hindi Medium
Schools have also started
to improve the quality of
education in Hindi medi-
um. Besides, in yet anoth-
er unique initiative, pri-
mary school children in
the aspirational districts
are being given education
in their local dialect to
keep them connected to

their roots and make their
primary education easier.

S i m i l a r l y ,
‘ M u k h y a m n a t r i
Suposhan Abhiyan’, a
brainchild of Bhupesh
Baghel, is being run in the
district for eradication of
malnutrition among chil-
dren and anemia among
adolescent girls and
women, which is yielding
positive results. Besides,
remarkable work is being
done to improve health-
care facilities in the state
with the implementation
of schemes like
‘Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic’, ‘Dai-Didi
Clinic’, ‘Mukhyamantri
Slum Swasthya Yojana’,
‘Hamar Lab’, ‘Malaria
Mukt Bastar’ and
‘Malaria Mukt
Chhattisgarh Yojana’, ‘Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Yojana’ and
‘Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Yojana’.

Ch’garh Govt’s big gift to pulses
growing farmers ahead of Diwali

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday virtually
launched procurement op-
erations of Urad, Arhar,
and Moong at Minimum
Support Price (MSP) in 20
procurement centers
across the state. The move
aims to encourage farmers
to grow pulses and pro-
mote the cultivation of
pulses in the state.

“The procurement of
these crops at support
price will give a boost to
the income of farmers.
Farmers will now have the
option that they will be
able to sell Arhar, Moong
and Urad crops whereever
they get a higher price”,

said the Chief Minister.
Through Chhattisgarh

State Co-operative
Marketing Federation
Maryadit (Markfed), ‘Tuar’
and ‘Urad’ crops will be
purchased at the minimum
support price of Rs.6600
per quintal and ‘Moong’
crop at Rs.7755 per quintal.
Keeping in view the con-
venience of farmers, as
many as 20 procurement
centers have been estab-
lished in the state. ‘Urad
and Moong’ will be pro-
cured from Oct 17 to Dec16
this year while ‘Arhar’ will
be procured from March
13, 2023, to May 12, 2023.
Under this scheme, Arhar
will be procured from reg-
istered farmers at the rate
of 4 quintals per acre,
Moong 2 quintals per acre,

and Urad 3 quintals per
acre.

To avail the benefits of
the scheme, the farmers
sowing these crops should
get themselves registered
on the kisan.cg.nic.in the
portal by submitting the
photocopy of B-I, P-II,
Aadhar card, and bank
passbook along with the
loan book and application
form to the authorities con-
cerned. The registration
for the same will end on
October 31 this year.

Meanwhile, the state
government led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is taking concrete steps to
encourage farmers to
adopt sustainable agricul-
ture and modern agricul-
tural technology. For this,
farmer-friendly schemes

are being operated by the
state government at the
grassroots level. ‘Urad,
Moong, and Arhar’ crops
are also grown in good
quantity in Chhattisgarh.
‘Urad’ is cultivated in
about 122.01 hectares in
Jashpur, Surguja,
Gariyaband, Raigarh, and
Kondagaon regions while
‘Moong’ is grown in about
16.34  hectares in Janjgir,
Raigarh, Kabirdham,
Kondagaon, and Jashpur
regions and Arhar is culti-
vated in 120.31 hectares in
Kabirdham, Jashpur,
Balrampur, Rajnandgaon
and Surguja regions.

20 procurement and
storage centers estab-
lished across the state
Procurement of these

crops will be done in a total
of 20 procurement centers
established across the
state. These centers have
been established in
Bilaigarh of Baloda Bazar
district, Gariyaband,
Basna of Mahasamund dis-
trict, Durg, Than
Khamaria of Bemetara dis-
trict, Pandariya of
Kabirdham district,
Rajnandgaon, Mungeli,
Marwahi of Gaurela-

Pendra-Marwahi district,
Bodasagar of Janjgir dis-
trict, Korba, Rajpur of
Balrampur district,
Surajpur, Ambikapur of
Surguja district, Bagicha of
Jashpur district,
Manendragarh of Koriya
district, Kondagaon,
Kanker, Loharsingh-2 of
Raigarh district and
Narayanpur.

Cabinet ministers in-
cluding Ravindra Choubey,
TS Singh Deo, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Mohammad Akbar,
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Kawasi Lakhma, Dr.
Shivkumar Dahriya,
Amarjeet Bhagat, Jai
Singh Agrawal, Anila
Bhediya, Guru Rudra
Kumar, Umesh Patel, Chief
Minister’s Agriculture
Advisor Pradeep Sharma,
Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Dr. Kamal Preet Singh,
Chief Minister’s Secretary
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Shri Ankit
Anand, Deputy Secretary
Soumya Chaurasia along
with other senior officials
were present on the occa-
sion.
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After purchasing
paddy, State
Government to pro-
cure Moong, Arhar,
and Urad on MSP

CM launches pro-
curement opera-
tions of Arhar,
Moong, and Urad on
MSP

Under Overall
Performance cate-
gory of NITI Aayog’s
Delta Ranking

Ranking of
Aspirational dis-
tricts of the state is
improving under
the leadership of
CM Baghel

Remarkable works
being done in the
field of education,
healthcare, nutri-
tion in Ch’garh

Adivasi Samaj dele-
gation met CM, dis-
cusses reservation
issue in detail

To ongoing Int’nl
Agriculture
Carnival-2022

Former Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh
being honoured by CMAS Mahadev
Ghat President Rajesh Kumar and
Member Ravindra Singh at Jainam
Manas Bhavan in Raipur city on the oc-
casion of his 70th birthday.

On his birthday 
Beneficiaries are
being benefited by
fresh and green
vegetables



Korba, Oct 18: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha re-
viewed the preparations
for the purchase of Paddy
procurement which will
start from November 1
here and gave instruc-
tions to complete all
preparations on time in
Korba district. Keeping
the tradition of the previ-
ous years, the Collector
has instructed to complete
all the preparations before
the start of the purchase
in order to purchase
paddy at zero shortage in
the district this year as
well. While reviewing the
preparations by taking a
meeting of State Co-opera-
tive Marketing
Federation, District Co-op-

erative Central Bank and
the officers-employees of
Food Department, and
data entry operators in
the District Panchayat
meeting room, he directed
to provide all possible fa-
cilities at the procurement
centers to the farmers
who came to buy paddy.
He also assured all possi-
ble cooperation from the
district administration to
the committees and offi-
cials of the District Co-op-
erative Central Bank for
the purchase of paddy at
zero shortage. During
this, Additional Collector
Vijendra Patle, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, District Food

Officer JK Singh and oth-
ers were present.
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Bhond, Oct 18:

A get-togther of con-
sumers of State Bank of
India (SBI) Bastar branch
was organised in Gram
Tikralohaga here on
Monday and in this the
Bank officials gave infor-
mation about the schemes
and policies of the Bank
and that of government

viz. ‘Kissan Credit Card’;
‘Pradhanmantri Mudra
Yojana’; ‘Swa-Sahayata
Samooh Rin Yojana’;
‘Shiksha Rin Yojana’;
‘Sukanya Yojana’; PM
Fasal Beema Yojana; PM
Suraksha and Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana and ohers.

They also appealed the
bank’s customers and vil-
lagers present to avail ben-

efit of the scheme.
On this occasion the

Chief Manager SBI
Jagdalpur regional office
Gopal Acharya and Dy.
Manager Dinesh Jain and
other officers of SBI
Bastar branch viz.
Mithilesh Dewangan;
Sarpanch Mangal Ram
Mourya; Sachiv Madan
Baghel and villagers in

large number, specially
women and children were
also present. The people
present took information
about the banking system
and its schemes. In the end
Sarpanch proposed vote of
thanks for all to be pres-
ent.

On this occasion Chief
Manager SBI Jagdalpur fe-
licitated four respectable
consumers and issued
them a total loan sanction
letter of Rs 25 lakh. This
included Rs 10 lakh for
Nehru Ram Gautam
under PM Rojgar Yojana
for Mini Rice Mill; Rs 2
lakh to Suklal Bhadra
under ‘Kissan Credit
Scheme’ and Rs 6 lakh
each for two SHGs viz.
Maa Ganga and Saraswati
Mahila Self-Help Groups.

SBI customers informed about
Bank’s schemes, policies

In get-together prog organised by SBI Bastar branch in Gram Tikralohaga Bhond, Oct 18:

MLA Bastar and
President BDA
Lakheshwar Baghel was
accorded warm welcome
on his arrival at Gram
Panchayat Barda under
Bakwand block of Bastar
VS area here on Sunday.
On reaching there he first
performed prayers to
Kodayi Mata and Singar
Mata and sought blessings
for peace & prosperity for
all. At Gram Panchayat
Barda, he dedicated the
temple of Hingaljin Mata
for which the funds were
sanctioned from BDA and
made a declaration of Rs 2
lakh for ‘Gudi’ construc-
tion in the temple.

Speaking on the occa-
sion MLA Baghel said taht
as per intentions of CM
Bhupesh Baghel on con-

ducting tour of the region
and getting apprised
about the problems, have
taken decision for con-
struction of building for
religious places and ‘Gudi’
in Gram Panchayats.
Prayers to Gods and
Goddesses provide mental
health and power to a per-
son to face all the chal-
lenges and reach upto the
goals. Every person

should visit the temple
and thank the God for pro-
viding this opportunity to
live and work for better-
ment of others.

Similarly the MLA
Bastar was accorded
warm welcome on his ar-
rival in Gram Panchayat
bhavan in Mongrapal by
the members of Bhatara
Samaj and there was great
deal of enthusiasm among

the villagers with youth
raising slogans in his
favour upto the meeting
venue. On this occasion
MLA granted sanction for
many development works
in the region and this in-
cluded Rs 10 lakh for
building construction of
Bhatara Samaj and also
for CC road, drainage,
mike set and tents materi-
als.

Service to humans is true religion: Lakheshwar
 Accorded warm 

welcome in Gram
Pannchayat Barda

Birkoni, Oct 18: 

The Sarpanch
Secretary of Gram
Panchayat Birkoni has
taken out funds for the
construction of a pond
worth Rs12 lakh without
employing laborers and
the money has been arbi-
trarily withdrawn by the
Sarpanch secretary apart
from selling murram
worth crores of rupees at
the above places.

Due to excavation of
murram, in the region,
animals are in trouble as
they are made devoid of
grazing and roaming
around. Muraam has
been dug, which is
spread over 22 acres, and
under the fake construc-
tion, the information
board has been installed
under MNREGA and the
amount has been extract-
ed at 15th Finance
District level, in which
the daily wage of labor-

ers is Rs 357. Meanwhile,
work completion from 21-
0-2021 onwards has been
shown as 11- 03-2022 also.
The villagers have de-

manded that he is imme-
diately removed from the
post by submitting a
memorandum in the pub-
lic darshan, and the vil-
lagers have demanded
justice in the case from
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA, Sub-Divisional
Officer, Mineral Officer,
and Chief Executive
Officer. Many villagers,
including Tupsing
Nishad, Dhaniram
Dhruva, Ashok Sahu,
and others were present.

Villagers submit memorandum against murram excavation

G a u r e l - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Oct 18: State
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo visited community
Health Center here and ex-
pressed his concern over
the apathy of the hospital
also the second largest
hospital in the district but
here the hospital has
presently become a refer-
ral center with no experts
posted in service. While an
ideal community health
center should have at least
5 specialists, there is not a
single specialist doctor in
the hospital and Marwahi.

It is to be known that
late Manoj Mandavi was
admitted to the same cen-
tre, and the Health Mister
has arrived for his condo-

lence service on the insis-
tence of the party work-
ers. Here the people also
complained the most
about the absence of a fe-
male gynecologist in the
hospital and the transfer
of Dr. Ambreen Shaba, a
local gynecologist posted
here to Gauerela.

Similarly, the local peo-
ple also told the minister
that at present there is no

orthopedic surgeon; simi-
larly, there are no dentists
and physiotherapists in
the hospital for the last
many years. At the same
time, there was also men-
tion of the incident of
Pendra’s Jhabar, in which
he expressed regret for not
getting an ambulance to
take the dead body of the
deceased and also asked to
compensate the family

members of the deceased
for the expenses.

According to the infor-
mation received there,
during the inspection of
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo’s Marwahi
Community Health
Center, there was a power
failure, due to which the
effect of continuous power
failure in the area was also
exposed in front of
Marwahi MLA Dr K K
Dhruv and other public
representatives. On this
occasion, prominently
MLA Dr KK Dhruv, Manoj
Gupta, Narayan Srivas,
Ajay Rai, CMHO Dr
Prabhakar, BMO Dr
Harshvardhan Meher
were present.

Health Minster inspects Community Health Centre

Fingeshwar, Oct 18: The
‘Jugaad model’ exhibition
of Sankul-level and pri-
mary- level was held at
Sankul Kendra
Parsadakala and in this
two models of teachers
from 6 Primary Schools of
Parsadakala and one each
from Gram Khudsa,
Ganiyari, Patora,
Ghoghara were put on dis-
play. The programme
began in the presence of
Sankul Principal Narayan
Singh Thakur,
Parsadakala Sankul co-or-
dinator Tokesh Sahu with
offering of prayers to
Goddess Saraswati.
Addressing the pro-
gramme, Principal said
that the state government
is adopting novel methods
to raise standard of educa-
tion and one of it is ‘Jugad
Model’ competition. Prior
to this the same was organ-

ised for the students and it
was very much successful
and keeping the same in
mind, now it has been or-
ganised for teachers. On
this occasion many good
models have been put on
display and this clearly
shows that teachers are
having abundant of talent
and the Principal extended
greetings to all the teach-
ers who took part in this
competition. Sankul co-or-
dinator Tokesh Sahu said
that with this type of pro-
grammes, it always gives
rise to curiosity for teach-
ers to learn something new
and added that this type of

programmes would be or-
ganised in the near future
as well. Judge Girwar
Yadav Lecturer and M Das-
Lecturer Parsadakala ad-
judged the ‘Magic-Board’
model from Primary
School Patora as the best
model and the ‘first and
next number’ and ‘Matra
Watch’ by Primary School
Ghoghara bagged second
place.

On this occasion teacher
Parmeshwar Yadav,
Prakhar Ghuru, Amar Das
Ghuru, Dogendra Pade,
Dhansai Patel, and
Poonam Sahu and others
were present.

Primary School Patora bags first place
 In the ‘Sankul-level’ ‘Jugad

model’ competition

Paddy procurement reviewed by Collector

Mungeli, Oct 18: 

The beneficiaries who
came to take food grains
with ration cards in the
district, despite waiting
for hours, have to return
disappointed due to non-
availability of materials
in the ration shops.

In many shops, the
beneficiaries are kept in
line till late night to get
the rice, but have to re-
turn empty handed and
due to which there is
anger among the com-
mon consumers. The

problem as per informa-
tion is due to the new
arrangement of the food
department. In this re-
gard, the employee
working in the ration

shop of Badra B of
Patharia block told that
the problem is coming in
the e-POS machine
every day, but due to the
new version being up-

dated in place of the old
version in the tablet sys-
tem, the finger and ra-
tion card number of the
beneficiaries is not
being uploaded immedi-
ately and loaded many
times, due to which most
of the times it takes thir-
ty to forty minutes to de-
liver food grains to a sin-
gle beneficiary. The
Food Department has
also been informed
about this, but due to the
lack of improvement in
the system, the shop em-
ployees are facing the
anger of the beneficiar-
ies. In view of the
crowd of the benefici-
aries, even after the
stipulated time, food
grains are being sup-
plied giving extra time.
In this regard both the
workers and citizens
have demanded the gov-
er nment-administra-
tion to solve the prob-
lem at the earliest.
Meanwhile on contact-
ing District Food
Officer Devendra
Bagga on mobile in this
regard, he was non an-
swerable.

Beneficiaries of PDS system returning empty  
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Farmers, villagers informed CM about the benefits received
Chandrapur, Oct 18: CM
Bhupesh Baghel, during his
public interaction pro-
gramme today in Village
Mukta under Chandrapur
VS area asked villagers
about the implementation of
state government’s major
public welfare schemes. At
the onset of his public inter-
action programme, Chief
Minister said that I am here
to take your feedback on the
state government’s schemes
and to check if everyone eli-
gible have access to the bene-
fits of these schemes or not.

People were asked if they
have received the amount of
the third installment of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana in their account.
Many farmers responded af-
firmatively that they have
received the amount in their
bank account. Chief
Minister also took informa-
tion about loan waiver,
paddy procurement on sup-
port price, ration card and
other related subjects as
well.

He asked Bhagat, a farmer
of village Chikhali, about
his farm, and how he has uti-
lized the money received
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana.

A farmer based in Mukta
village, Gajanand Gabel told
Chief Minister that his loan
of Rs. 2.5 lakh was waived
off. He sold his paddy at sup-
port price. He has 20 acres of
land on which he practices
farming. And he has bought
two and a half acres of land
from the amount received
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana and the income
earned by selling paddy.
Farmer Bhagat Ram
Chandra, resident of village
Chikhali, told Chief
Minister that his loan of

more than Rs 1.25 lakh has
been waived off. He has also
sold the paddy he cultivated
on his 3 acres of land. And
after receiving the amount,
he has bought a sari for his
wife and has also got the
work of bore-digging done.

Pooja Khare of village
Jagmahan told Chief
Minister that her son has got
admission in Swami
Atmanand Government
English School because of
his BPL ration card, and
they are also receiving 35 kg
of rice, sugar, salt on time.
Farmer Sanjay Kumar
Gabel of village Bundeli
told the Chief Minister that
ever since the dung procure-
ment was commenced, he
has so far sold 635 quintals
of 35 kg cow dung which is
worth Rs 1 lakh 26 thousand
670. He told Chief Minister
that Godhan Nyay Yojana a
boon for their village.
Livestock owner Sanjay
Kumar said that he makes

earthworm manure and has
earned Rs 40 thousand ru-
pees by selling the same.
Similarly, besides selling
Napier grass worth Rs 63
thousand rupees, he has
startd taking crops of
mango, papaya, banana
with the help of
Horticulture Department.

Hemlata Lahre of village

Kirari told Chief Minister
that his group has been as-
sociated with gauthan for
last 3 years and they have
earned Rs 60 thousand by
selling 167 quintals of vermi
compost. Hemlata told that
with her earnings, she has
bought anklets. She also
talked about poultry farm-
ing and collective farming.

Manharan Lal of village
Sonadula informed the
Chief Minister about the
third installment of Rs 2

thousand he received on
October 17 under Rajiv
Gandhi Bhumiheen Mazdur
Nyay Yojana.

Golu Bareth of Baradwar
told Chief Minister about
the medical treatment being
provided to the people of the
village through
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana.

Ch’garh govt gave new direction 
to rural economy: Anila Bhedia

Raipur, Oct 18: The
Minister of Women and
Child Development and
Social Welfare, Mrs. Anila
Bhedia has given the gift of
development works by dedi-
cating various development
works at Kuagodi, Limaudih
and Surdongar villages of
Daundi block of Balod dis-
trict. Mrs. Bhedia per-
formed Bhoomipujan for
construction of community
building and additional
room in Higher Secondary
School in village Kuagodi,
construction of boundary
wall in Government
Primary School in village
Limaudih, construction of
additional room in primary
school, installation of
Borkhanan and motor pump
and theater construction
work and village
Bhoomipujan of water tank
construction and animal

shelter construction in
Surdongar. She inaugurated
the new building of the
Veterinary Dispensary and
the library, laboratory build-
ing in the school. The minis-
ter also congratulated the
villagers for the develop-
ment works. Addressing the
villagers, Minister Bhedia
said that under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the
schemes of the state govern-
ment are reaching every vil-
lage, take advantage of all
the schemes of the rural
government. The
Chhattisgarh government is

working to give a new direc-
tion to the rural economy,
for which a new initiative is
being established to estab-
lish a rural industrial park,
which will provide new em-
ployment opportunities in
rural areas. Minister Mrs.
Bhedia informed that Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel is working in the in-
terest of the farmers, due to
which the Chief Minister is
giving the third installment
amount under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
to the farmers before
Diwali, so that farmers cele-
brates Deepawali.

Minister Bhedia said that
65 minor forest produce is
being purchased by the
Chhattisgarh government
through the society on sup-
port price, due to which the
residents of our forest area
are getting better income,
their economic condition
has improved a lot. He en-
couraged the villagers to
take crops like Kodo-Kutki,
Moong, Urad, Arhar. On this
occasion, President of
Janpad Panchayat Daundi,
Mrs. Basanti Dugga, Vice
President Mr. Puneet Ram
Sen and a large number of
villagers were present.

CM enjoys traditional Ch’garhi
food at Babulal Mali’s residence

Central Chronicle News

Chandrapur, Oct 18:
During the Bhent Mulaqat
program, the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited Babulal Mali’s
home in Navadih, located
in the village Saradih
under the Vidhan Sabha
region of Chandrapur
Assembly Constituency.
Mali’s family welcomed
the Chief Minister with
enthusiasm and cordiality.
After reaching Mali’s
home, the Chief Minister
and the other guests en-
joyed a traditional
Chhattisgarhi meal.

The Chief Minister
Baghel was served tradi-
tional Chhattisgarhi food
on a bronze plate that
consisted of dal, rice,
chapati, lal bhaji,
makhna bhaji, chunchu-
niya bhaji, idhar, jhunga,
munga bhaji, paira footu,
ridge gourd, yam, poi

bhaji, paneer matar,
gobhi matar, patal chut-
ney, layi badi, bijori badi,
thethri khurmi, and
arsa.

After taking his meals,
the Chief Minister en-
quired about the well-
being of Mali’s family
members and thanked

them for the meal that
they served him with
love. He also offered pres-
ents to the family mem-
bers.

On this occasion,
Revenue and Minister
Incharge Jaisingh
Agrawal, Chandrapur
MLA Ram Kumar Yadav,

Janpad President
Patrika Dayal Soni,
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, State Secretary
Scheduled Caste Rice King
Khunte, Jalindhar Yadav,
and Journalist Anshuman
Sharma also had the tradi-
tional food of
Chhattisgarh.

Process of leasing out 22 CTB
motels, resorts begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 18: The
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board (CTB) has started
process of leasing out its
22 motels and resorts. A
provision has been made
to lease these motels and
resorts for thirty years.
For this, private in-
vestors of Chhattisgarh
and other states can
apply till October 21.
With the aim of provid-
ing maximum facilities
to the tourists from com-
mercial point of view, it
has been decided to lease
CTB motels and resorts
to private investors.

The maximum finan-
cial proposal submitted
by the successful tender-
ers for the operation of
motels located in
Raigarh and Surguja
through the tender done

earlier by the
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board was approved.
Soon the operation of
these units will be hand-
ed over to the successful
tenderers.

CTB officials informed
that private investors ap-
proved 35 percent annual
rent proposal on lump
sum lease premium
amount of Rs 15,07,777
for Mitan Motel
Chadirama Sarguja, Rs
5,66,899 for Mital Motel
Kodatarai (Raigarh), Rs
19,24,111 for Mitan Motel
Kulipota (Janjgir-
Champa) and Rs
42,11,121 for Mitan Motel
Sargaon (Bilaspur).
Operation of all these
four motels would start
soon. Tourists of the
country and abroad will
get basic facilities and
the local people will also
get employment oppor-
tunities with the start of
operation of these 
motels.

CSJTA express gratitude
to CM for hike in DA

Raipur, Oct 18: A delega-
tion of Chhattisgarh State
Joint Teachers Association
(CSJTA) led by State Head
Kedar Jain paid a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office here late on
Monday. The delegation ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister for hike
5 per cent hike in Dearness
Allowance (DA) for state
government employees
ahead of Diwali.

“The state government
is taking continuous deci-
sions in the interest of gov-
ernment officials and em-

ployees. The restoration of
the old pension scheme has
secured the financial fu-
ture of employees of the
state. There is a wave of joy
among the government em-
ployees across the state,
with DA hike ahead of
Diwali”, the delegation
said.

On the occasion, Girja
Shankar Shukla,
Tarachand Jaiswal, Vijay
Rao, Amit Dubey, Pradeep
Sahu, Pawan Singh,
Rakesh Dadsena along
with other members of the
association were present
on the occasion.

CM Bhupesh Baghel visits the Lord
Shiva temple in village Mukta

Chandrapur, Oct 18:

As part of the Bhent
Mulaqat campaign in
Chandrapur Vidhansabha
region, the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reached the
Lord Shiva temple in Mukta
village and performed his
worship with all the tradi-
tional rituals. The Chief
Minister prayed to Lord
Shiva for the happiness and
prosperity of the state’s resi-

dents. He also planted a
sapling of Almond on the
temple premises. A father
who was a resident of
Mukta village built this tem-
ple in 2019 in memory of his
son. On this occasion of the
worship of Lord Shiva and
tree plantation in the temple,

Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal, Chandrapur MLA
Ram Kumar Yadav, and vari-
ous other public representa-
tives and officers were also
present.

The local people said that
Rajkumar Karsh’s son,
Tilesh Kumar, had passed
away at the age of 5 years
after falling into a pit in
Gram Panchayat Mukta of
Janpad Panchayat
Malkharauda. After this un-
fortunate incident, the gov-
ernment provided Rs. 4 lakh
as a grant to the family
members. The father of the
deceased child, Rajkumar
Karsh, used this amount to
start the construction of a
Lord Shiva temple and a
Shivling in Kenabhata in
Mukta village in memory of
his child on 4 March 2019.
The temple is maintained by
the family of Karsh and the
villagers have been visiting
the place to perform their
worship for the last four
years. Moreover, every year
during Mahashivratri, spe-
cial worship is performed in
this temple.

Paddy procurement on MSP to begin
concurrently with Rajyotsav from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 18:
Procurement of paddy on
minimum support price
(MSP) for the Kharif mar-
keting year 2022-23 will
begin in Chhattisgarh
from November 1, 2022,
concurrently with
‘Rajyotsav’ (State

Foundation Day celebra-
tions).

The estimated paddy to
be procured at MSP this
year is about 110 lakh MT.
New farmer registration
and rectification in regis-
tered crops/areas has al-
ready started from July 01
and will be continued till
October 31 this year. So far,
about 24.62 lakh farmers
have registered for the cur-
rent Kharif marketing
year including 60,878 new
registrations. The new
registration and rectifica-
tion work will continue till
October 31.

Secretary (Food)
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that in accordance
with the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, paddy procure-
ment will commence from
November 1, 2022, for the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23. All necessary
preparations and arrange-
ments have been made by
the state government for
making the process sys-
tematic and convenient for
the farmers. Continuous
monitoring of the pro-
curement work will also
be ensured.

Shri Verma informed
that 24.05 lakh farmers
have been carried forward
since the last Kharif year
and new registration of
60,878 farmers has been
done taking the total regis-
tration tally to 24.62 lakh
farmers. Nearly 30.25 lakh
hectares area has been
carried forward and 0.49
lakh hectare area has been
registered this year taking
the total tally to 30.44 lakh
hectares. In the Kharif
marketing year 2022-23,
the maximum limit for the
purchase of paddy from
farmers on support price
is set as 15 quintals per
acre with linking as per
the previous year.
Arrangements for gunny
bags have been made for
the purchase of paddy. The
committees concerned
have been directed to sup-
ply the gunny bags.

Department officials
said that the mill registra-
tion work has also started.
Instructions have been is-

sued to the district collec-
tors regarding the appoint-
ment of nodal officers to
check the illegal arrival
paddy in paddy procure-
ment centers and to identi-
fy sensitive procurement
centers. The date has also
been fixed for providing
training related to paddy
procurement.

Besides, necessary pro-
vision has been made in
the software for paddy pro-
curement and a trial run
of the same will be done in
the upcoming week.
Instructions have also
been circulated to the
District Collectors and
District Marketing
Officers at the government
and marketing union level
to ensure preliminary
preparations for the pro-
curement of paddy in the
state. Nodal officers have
also been appointed by the
government at the district
level for monitoring the
paddy procurement opera-
tions.

Target set to pur-
chase 110 lakh MT
of paddy from 
registered farmers
in the state

Nearly 24.62 lakh
farmers registered
so far including
60,878 new farmer
registrations

All necessary
preparations and
arrangements 
completed to
ensure smooth
paddy procurement

Durinig Bhent
Mulaqat Prog

Performed all the 
rituals and prayed
for the happiness
and prosperity of 
the state’s residents

A father built the
temple in memory
of his son

CM planted an
Almond sapling on
the temple premises

To be given on lease
for thirty years

Minister Bhedia
inaugurated many
development works
in different villages

Chandrapur, Oct 18: On
his arrival at village
Mukta, Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel was
accorded a warm wel-
come at the helipad by lo-
cals and public represen-
tatives. He is on a visit to

the Chandrapur assembly
constituency falling
under the newly formed
Sakti district as a part of
his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’ to interact with
the general public.

Revenue and District

in-charge Minister Jai
Singh Agrawal also ac-
companied Chief
Minister. MLA
Ramkumar Yadav,
Shakambhari Board
Chairman Ramkumar
Patel, Bilaspur Divisional

Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alung, IG Shri Ratan Lal
Dangi, Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna,
Superintendent of Police
ML Ahire along with
other public representa-
tives welcomed him.

CM accorded warm welcome on his
arrival in Gram Mukta

#  Levelling and muroom filling
work will be done in the
Gauthan of village Mukta.

# Construction of a CC road
from Gram Panchayat Mukta
to Janpad Panchayat
Malkharoda.

# Approval of a community
building in the village of
Mukta which costs Rs 7 lakh.

# Construction work on beau-
tifying Khanti pond of vil-
lage Jamgahan.

# A shed and compound will
be constructed in the village
Mukta.

# Embankment (wall) con-
struction work in Mudatalab
of village Mukta.

#  Main road will be construct-
ed from Kalmi, Naharpar to
Chikhli, Chhotekot, Sighra to
Belhadih in the village pan-
chayat Malkharoda.

# A NRLM dome will be built in
the village of Sighara for the
purpose of training women.

# Government Pre-Secondary
School in Gram Panchayat
Sarasdol will be upgraded as
High School.

# Government High School in
Village Jamgahan and
Sulauni will be upgraded as
Higher Secondary School.

# A new high school will be
constructed in village
Mukta.

# City of Ma Ashtabhuji Devi
in Nagar Panchayat Adbhar
will be developed as a
tourist spot.

# A compound will be con-
structed at the youth train-
ing center in village
Malkharoda.

# A bridge will be constructed
in Kharri village.

Announcements made by the CM in village Mukta 



POSE FOR A PHOTO

Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, Applied Materials CEO Gary Dickerson, left,
and Applied Materials senior vice president of Semiconductor Products Group Prab
Raj pose for a photo with employees at Applied Materials in Santa Clara, Calif.

ALL FOR LIVELIHOOD

A woman makes earthen lamps (diya), ahead of the Diwali festival, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 19,  2022

Islamabad, Oct 18 (PTI):

The top brass of the
Pakistan Army has re-
posed full confidence in
the country’s “robust” nu-
clear command, noting
that requisite measures
were implemented to safe-
guard the country’s strate-
gic assets, the military’s
media wing said on
Tuesday.

Last week, US President
Joe Biden raised doubts
over Pakistan’s nuclear ar-
senal, calling it “one of the
most dangerous nations in
the world” as it has “nu-
clear weapons without co-
hesion”.

The US president’s re-

marks were made in the
context of the changing
geopolitical situation glob-
ally.

“(The) forum reposed
full confidence in
Pakistan’s robust nuclear
command and control
structure and security
arrangements related to
(the) country’s strategic
assets,” the army’s media
wing said in a statement
after the 252nd Corps
Commanders’ Conference.

The conference was held
at the Pakistan Army’s
General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi, which was
presided over by General
Qamar Javed Bajwa.

“As a responsible nu-

clear weapon state,
Pakistan has taken all
measures necessary to
strengthen its nuclear se-
curity regime, at par with
international best prac-
tices,” it added.

The participants of the
Corps Commanders’
Conference also reviewed
the prevailing internal
and external security situ-
ation and the operational
preparedness of the army.

The meeting also ap-
prised the army’s assis-
tance to civil administra-
tion for relief and rehabili-
tation efforts in flood-hit
areas of the country, par-
ticularly in Sindh and
Balochistan provinces.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Saturday rejected
Biden’s remarks on the
safety of the country’s nu-
clear weapons as “factual-
ly incorrect and mislead-
ing” as Islamabad sum-
moned America’s
Ambassador here to lodge
an official demarche.

“Over the past decades,
Pakistan has proven to be
a most responsible nuclear
state, wherein its nuclear
programme is managed
through a technically
sound and foolproof com-
mand and control sys-
tem,” the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), quoted him
as saying.

Pakistan Army reposes full confidence
in its ‘robust’ nuclear arsenal

Washington, Oct 18 (AP):

The cost of living in Cairo
has soared so much that secu-
rity guard Mustafa Gamal
had to send his wife and year-
old daughter to live with his
parents in a village 70 miles
south of the Egyptian capital
to save money.

Gamal, 28, stayed behind,
working two jobs, sharing an
apartment with other young
people and eliminating meat
from his diet. “The prices of
everything have been dou-
bled,” he said. “There was no
alternative.’’ Around the
world, people are sharing
Gamal’s pain and frustration.
An auto parts dealer in
Nairobi, a seller of baby
clothes in Istanbul and a wine
importer in Manchester,
England have the same com-
plaint: A surging US dollar
makes their local currencies

weaker, contributing to sky-
rocketing prices for everyday
goods and services. This is
compounding financial dis-
tress at a time when families
are already facing food and
energy crunches tied to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

“A strong dollar makes a
bad situation worse in the rest
of the world,’’ says Eswar
Prasad, a professor of trade
policy at Cornell University.
Many economists worry that
the sharp rise of the dollar is
increasing the likelihood of a
global recession sometime
next year. The dollar is up
18% this year and last month
hit a 20-year high, according
to the benchmark ICE US
Dollar Index, which measures
the dollar against a basket of
key currencies.

The reasons for the dollar’s
rise are no mystery. To com-
bat soaring US inflation, the

Federal Reserve has raised its
benchmark short-term inter-
est rate five times this year,
and is signaling more hikes
are likely. That has led to
higher rates on a wide range
of US government and corpo-
rate bonds, luring investors
and driving up the US curren-
cy.

Most other currencies are
much weaker by comparison,
especially in poor countries.
The Indian rupee has dropped
nearly 10% this year against
the dollar, the Egyptian pound
20%, the Turkish lira an as-
tounding 28%. Celal Kaleli, 60,
sells infant clothing and dia-
per bags in Istanbul. Because
he needs more lira to buy im-
ported zippers and liners
priced in dollars, he has to
raise prices for the Turkish
customers who struggle to
pay him in the much-dimin-
ished local currency.

Bad situation: Soaring US dollar
spreads pain worldwide

Chennai, Oct 18: 

Kauvery Hospital
Chennai, a unit of Kauvery
Group of Hospitals, a lead-
ing multispecialty health-
care chain in Tamil Nadu,
successfully performed a
heart transplant on a 35
year old woman diagnosed
with Hypertrophic
O b s t r u c t i v e
Cardiomyopathy, a condi-
tion where the heart mus-
cle becomes thickened (hy-
pertrophied) making it
harder for the heart to
pump blood.

The heart was retrieved
from a brain dead patient at
Vellore Government
Hospital. As part of this life
saving mission a green cor-
ridor was established from
Vellore GH to Kauvery
Hospital Chennai and the
organ was transported

within 1 hour and 15 min-
utes. The woman aged 35
years old from Vijayawada
had a history of
Hypertrophic Obstructive
Cardiomyopathy which
was diagnosed in 2010. Four
years later she underwent a
successful pregnancy how-
ever her symptoms of fre-
quent fatigue, palpitations,
shortness of breath contin-
ued and she was carefully

monitored throughout the
pregnancy phase.

In 2015, after visiting sev-
eral hospitals in India, she
visited a Senior
Cardiologist, at Kauvery
Hospital. When her symp-
toms deteriorated and
heart function progressive-
ly declined and main pump-
ing chamber enlarged mak-
ing it difficult to pump
blood, she was immediately

advised for heart trans-
plantation and referred to
the heart and lung trans-
plant team. She was put on
priority on the transplant
list and was subsequently
looking for a matching
donor.

The transplant which
lasted for four hours was
successfully completed and
she was shifted to the ICU
where she was extubated
after a steady progress. She
has recovered completely
and as a token of gratitude
she sketched a portrait of
M.S. Dhoni and the same
was presented to the
Former Indian Cricket
Team Captain who is also
the brand ambassador for
Kauvery Hospital.

“Organ Donation is a
very noble act, and it can
save lives. Though it is very
unfortunate to lose a loved
one, donating their organs
can help save nearly eight
lives, thus giving a second
life for many.

Kauvery Hospital successfully performed a Heart Transplant 

Jammu, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Several Kashmiri mi-
grant pandit organisations
on Tuesday expressed con-
cern over the unabated tar-
geted killings by terrorists
in the Valley and proposed a
fact-finding delegation to as-
sess the ground situation.

Panun Kashmir, Jammu
and Kashmir Vichar
Manch, Roots in Kashmir,
Youth 4 Panun Kashmir and
Global Kashmiri Pandit
Diaspora (GKPD) represen-
tatives met and discussed
the situation in the valley in
the aftermath of the contin-
ued attacks on minority
community members, in-
cluding pandits, a statement
issued here by the parties
said.

The joint meeting took
place in the aftermath of the
killing of two migrant
labourers and a Kashmiri
pandit in two separate at-
tacks in Shopian district of
south Kashmir since
Saturday.

“All the organistaions in
the meeting endorsed sever-
al demands including cre-
ation of a ‘geo-political’
foothold to facilitate rehabil-
itation of pandits in their
homeland and enactment of
genocide prevention bill
along with setting up of spe-
cial investigation teams to
assist in investigating
crimes of genocide,” the
statement said.

The parties also called for
the constitution of a tribu-
nal to look into cases related
to the pandit community
and relocation of Prime
Minister Package employ-
ees outside the valley in
order to avoid further target
killings in Kashmir.

“It was also agreed to
send a fact-finding commit-
tee to the valley to assess the
ground situation, for com-
munity deliberation on the
future course of action,” the
statement said.

It said the latest killings of
two migrant labourers and a
Kashmiri pandit a few days
back in Shopian is “another
setback to the return of the
aborigines of Kashmir ‘’.

“The internally-displaced
Hindus of Kashmir are
caught up between the
forces that continue to per-
petrate genocide on them
and the forces of denial of
genocide The neutering of
Article 370 and abrogation
of Article 35A along with
the reorganisation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir into two Union
Territories has dismantled
the legal edifice of a Muslim
state on the territory of sec-
ular India,” the statement
said.

Kashmiri pandits concerned
over targeted killings

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Amid a labyrinth of
shops in a bustling market
in south Delhi’s Jangpura,
lies a tiny room in a base-
ment where around 300
refugees from Afghanistan
are taught English and fa-
miliarised about Indian
society to help them get
employment.

Hoping for a fresh start,
Afghan refugees of all age
groups attend classes at
the Anjam Knowledge
House a community
school started by another
refugee, Ahmad Khan
Anjam, some six years
ago.

Among the children en-
rolled here, some aspire to
be doctors and engineers,
others dream of becoming
pilots and teachers.

“I want to become a
pilot,” said an enthusiastic
10-year-old Yasir, who ar-
rived in India with his
family around five years

ago.
Fifteen-year-old Reema

Hassan, an ambitious
teenager, wants to become
a doctor. “I want to be a
doctor when I grow up. I
am very keen to study and
learn, and I hope to have a
successful career.”

Ahmad Khan Anjam,
who started the communi-
ty school, came to India six
years ago. Anjam
Knowledge House is the
result of his efforts to help
fellow refugees survive in
society and make a living
here. “When it comes to
adjusting in the society,
the first problem is the lan-
guage barrier. Most of
them speak only Pashto
and hence, we teach
English and grammar to
the students here. We also
teach them about the
Indian cultures like Holi
and Diwali,” Anjam said.

He said the school faced
financial issues after the
outbreak of COVID-19 in

India and the number of
teachers had to be re-
duced.

“Before the pandemic,
there were around 16
teachers and more than
600 students attended
classes here. But the coro-
navirus outbreak severely
impacted our finances.
Now, there are six teachers
and around 300 students,”
Anjam said.

But the students need to
study other important sub-
jects as well to have a ca-
reer and for that the school
needs support, he added.

“I reached out to the
Indian government and
appealed to them for help
and support multiple
times but received no re-
sponse. People who come
here for education cannot
have a career until they
get to study other impor-
tant subjects along with
English,” Anjam said.

Twelve-year-old Fatima,
who arrived in India five

years ago, said she learnt
about Indian cultures at
the community school.

“My family and I ar-
rived in India in 2017. I
have been studying at this
institute for five years. We
study English and also get
to learn about Indian cul-
tures,” she said.

Umar Ahmed, 10, anoth-
er student at the ‘Anjam
Knowledge House’, said he
arrived in India with his
family around eight years
ago and has been studying
at the community school
since last year.

“I like studying here and
have made new friends
too,” Ahmed told PTI.

The Afghan refugees
claimed access to educa-
tion in their country had
been mostly impossible
since the Taliban took
over in 2021.

Many children in this
school have never been to
an educational institute
until they arrived in India.

Flicker of hope for Afghan refugees 
in a tiny Jangpura basement

Lucknow, Oct 18 (PTI): 

BJP national general
secretary D Purandeswari
lauded the law-and-order
situation in Uttar Pradesh
on Tuesday and said before
the saffron party came to
power in the state, women
used to fear venturing out
of their houses after 6 pm
but now, there is a sense of
fear among the criminals.

Before the BJP came to
power, entrepreneurs
used to be scared of ex-
tortion threats and hence,
no investor was willing to
put their money in Uttar
Pradesh but now, there is
a “friendly” atmosphere
in the state, the saffron
party’s organisational in-

charge of Odisha said.
“Women were scared to

venture out of their hous-
es after 6 pm but now, it is
the criminals who are
scared,” Purandeswari,
who is on a three-day
visit to Uttar Pradesh to
review the party’s organi-
sational strength in the

state, told reporters here.
Without taking any

names, she said, “Our
party believes in service
and the biggest proof of
this is that when other
parties were in the ICU
after the coronavirus out-
break, BJP workers, with-
out caring for their lives,
were serving people.”

There is no dynastic
politics and corruption in
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), she said,
adding that no one can ac-
cuse the prime minister
or any of his ministers of
being involved in graft in
the last eight years.

“There is no corrup-
tion in Uttar Pradesh
now and the focus is on

development, which is
very important,” she
stressed.

To a question on
whether tickets will be
given to the family mem-
bers of ministers, MPs,
MLAs in the upcoming
civic polls, Purandeswari
said there is a method of
selecting candidates in
the BJP and the party
president and other top
leaders will take a deci-
sion in accordance with
it. Praising the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Purandeswari said “we
believe that a leader is the
one who converts chal-
lenges into opportuni-
ties”.

BJP leader Purandeswari praises
UP’s law-and-order situation

BRIEF

Mobile app  
 Panaji: The Goa gov-

ernment on Tuesday
said that it will come
up with a mobile ap-
plication, which will
be a common platform
for the entire taxi in-
dustry in the state.
Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant held
meeting with State
Tourism Minister
Rohan Khaunte and
State Transport
Minister Mauvin
Godinho to discuss
the issue.

Decline 
 New Delhi: Delhi

University has admit-
ted 520 foreign stu-
dents across under-
graduate, postgradu-
ate and PhD courses
this academic season,
a decline of over 27.5
per cent from the pre-
vious year. The maxi-
mum number of stu-
dents this year is from
Nepal (110), followed
by Tibet (100) and
Bangladesh (85).

Seized 
 Aizawl: The Assam

Rifles on Tuesday said
that a large number of
Methamphetamine
tablets valued at over
Rs 30 crore were
seized in Mizoram
capital Aizawl.
Methamphetamine,
also called Meth, is a
stimulant used as a
recreational drug.

Festival
 Kohima: Preparations

were in full swing in
Nagaland for the famed
Hornbill festival, which
will be held with much
grandeur this time
after two years of sub-
dued celebrations, an
official said on Tuesday.
The festival will be held
from December 1 to 10
at Naga Heritage
Village, Kisama,
around 12 km from
state capital Kohima,
said advisor for
Tourism and Art &
Culture H Khehovi
Yepthomi.

Heavy rains 
 Pune: Heavy rains

pounded
Maharashtra’s Pune
city overnight and on
Tuesday morning,
causing waterlog-
ging in many areas.
Some people staying
in low-lying areas
and near the Karha
river banks were
shifted to safer
places, district au-
thorities said. Seven
goats died after being
swept away in the
flood waters in
Kanhur Mesai area
of Shirur tehsil, they
said.

Boat capsizes 
 Meerut: Two people

were feared drowned
when a boat with
around 15 people on
board capsized in river
Ganga here on Tuesday
morning, officials said.
The incident occurred
in Hastinapur area
when the boat collided
with a pillar, owing to
the fast current in the
river, and overturned,
Senior Superintendent
of Police Rohit Singh
Sajwan said.

Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) personnel
perform during the 90th
General Assembly of IN-
TERPOL, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

Propose fact-find-
ing delegation to
Valley

Dr Manivannan S, Founder and Managing Director Kauvery
Group of Hospital and MS Dhoni along with Heart and
Lung Transplant Team. 

On a 35 year old
woman
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Let the sanctity 
of neutrality of EC

be maintained 
The neutrality of EC is par excel-
lent and well in the world but
sometimes it’s actions do creat
some doubt as at present while
declaring the date of assembly
elections in Himachal Pradesh
only 26 days had been provided
for convassing whereas in the
general concept that political
parties get 35 days for convass-
ing. As the election process had
already started so nothing can be
done now but atleast for the
gujrat election dates are still to
be decorated so this point should
be kept in mind. Not only in
Gujarat but this precaution
should be taken in the other
assembly elections which are to
be held next year. In Andheri East
all political parties had with-
drawn their candidates but the
objection had been raised on the
allotment of symbol to Shiv Sena
Shinde group as the symbol is
somewhat related to sentiments
of Sikhs. It is the utmost duty of
EC that this election symbol
should be immediately freezed
from the catagory of free sym-
bols so that it may not be allocat-
ed to any independent candidate.
In the present assembly elections
of Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat
voters who are above eighty
years old are not properly clear
how to cast vote so election com-
mission properly advertise for
the guidance of such cases. It is
expected from the election com-
mission to act properly for the
free and fair elections in
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Treading with caution
Aspirants of all parties have
started lobbying for tickets for
HP electoral battle. The parties
are overcautious in the declara-
tion of the list of candidates as
they fear that those disgruntled
may join the opposition. Few
Congress leaders have already
joined the BJP. Government
employees and farmers can tilt
the wave in any party’s favour.
The BJP is banking on star lead-
ers and the Congress on anti-
incumbency. The Congress did
win the bypolls.

VViirreennddeerr  SShhaarrmmaa,,  SShhiimmllaa

Himachal elections
The BJP seems to have somewhat
recovered — at least in public per-
ception — since its electoral drub-
bing in the byelections last year.
The BJP’s poor hold on adminis-
tration, confrontation with
employees’ lobby and incumben-
cy may come in the way of its
‘repeat mission’ ambition. Timely
hand-holding by the Centre, the
PM’s visit and a number of devel-
opment schemes may make a dif-
ference. Riding high on Punjab
success, the AAP is upbeat but
the bubble may not survive the
ground situation. It may have to
wait for meaningful electoral
presence. The state is poised for
an interesting contest and no one
can take the public for granted.

GGPP  CCAAPPTT  JJSS  BBOOPPAARRAAII  ((RREETTDD)),,  
bbyy  mmaaiill
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School students holds a banner that reads “Stop Target Killing” at a school, in Jammu, Tuesday, Oct 18.

PROTEST AGAINST TARGETED KILLINGS 

OO n course to get a third five-year term, Chinese President Xi Jinping
has announced that his country’s military modernisation pro-

gramme would continue at full steam over the next five years. He has set
his sights on expeditiously making the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
which will celebrate its centenary in 2027, an armed force of world-class
standards, even as the long-term goal is to achieve ‘the great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation’ by 2049. Xi has declared that the Chinese mil-
itary will intensify troop training and combat preparedness to ‘fight and
win’ wars, along with establishing a strong system of strategic deter-
rence. Cocking a snook at the US, he has warned that China will not
renounce the use of force to unify Taiwan with the mainland. China’s mil-
itary spending in 2022 is expected to be over four times that of India’s
and nearly 3.5 times that of Russia. The annual defence expenditure of
Russia is around US$70 billion as per the Trading Economics global
macro models and analysis projections. The Ukraine war is bound to raise
Russia’s defence spending. China officially announced its defence budg-
et of Yuan 1.45 trillion (US$229.5 billion) for the current year before its
National People’s Congress (NPC) on March 5. Janes, the trusted source
of defence intelligence, estimates China’s defence budget to be $58 bil-
lion more than the official figure, making the total to US$287.8 billion. A
‘work report’ issued at the NPC by Premier Li Keqiang said the increase
is aligned with China’s military goals. These include the target to achieve
“military development” by 2027, the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), and “military modernisation” by
2035. It is generally believed that China’s actual military spending is sub-
stantially higher than what is announced in public. However, it may not
be anywhere near the US, the world’s biggest military spender. Last year,
the US Senate passed a roughly $770-billion defence expenditure bill for
2022. In contrast, India’s military spending is really small considering its
geographical size, population and growing challenges from China and
Pakistan. Its defence budget for 2022-23 is only US$54.20 billion, exclud-
ing the defence pensions. It is primarily focused towards the upkeep and
modernisation of operational armed forces. India’s total defence spend-
ing, including pensions, for 2022-23 is projected at US$70.6 billion, rep-
resenting a 9.8 percent increase over last year. In 2018, India’s parlia-
mentary (Lok Sabha) standing committee on defence had recommended
that the country’s defence spending should be equivalent to three per-
cent of its GDP. In reality, it is below two percent. Even smaller European
countries spend around 2.5 percent of their GDP on defence. With bel-
ligerent China in the north along a 3,488km-long land border and mali-
cious Pakistan in the west sharing 3,310-long border with India, the
country needs to double its defence expenditure to reasonably protect
itself against possible external aggression.  India must invest big in
defence to match China’s firepower. The Russia-Ukraine war once again
proved that self help is the best help. Ukraine is fighting its own battle
after its western allies refused to directly fight against Russia. Frustrated
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy, who expect-
ed physical support from the US and other NATO powers, lashed out at
western leaders for failing to come to his country’s rescue from Russian
‘atrocities.’ The Ukrainian president blamed ‘western politicians’ for
inaction after shelling killed fleeing civilians. India too has few depend-
able strategic allies which will fight for India in case of a full-blown war
in the South Asian region. India certainly needs to build a strong defence
for itself and will to win. Though India did not find a mention in Xi’s
address, the presence of military commander Qi Fabao, who was injured
in the 2020 Galwan valley clash, among the delegates and the screening
of video clips of the bloody faceoff in the Great Hall of People were clear-
ly aimed at rubbing New Delhi the wrong way. The PLA’s modernisation
overdrive makes it incumbent on the Indian armed forces to considerably
raise their level of battle preparedness. In view of China’s incorrigibly
overbearing demeanour, the challenging task of achieving jointness of
the three services under the supervision of the new CDS needs to be
completed on priority.

India need to improve
Defence capability

EE ducation is a process of imparting
knowledge, skills, and knowledge

to ensure the overall development of an
individual and the greater advance-
ment of society as a whole. By educat-
ing the mind of individuals, they devel-
op a scientific temper, a sense of
rationality, and a sharp intellect that
enables them to do any task with effi-
ciency. “Educating a person, not in
morality but the mind is to educate a
danger to society” aptly reflects the
idea behind the above quote by
Mahatma Gandhi. Education promotes
the metamorphosis of a child into a
full-fledged adult. Mere learning with-
out the promotion and development of
values also defies the definition of edu-
cation. The education of values and
principles shapes and molds a soul.
Education has a deep meaning, it seeks
to develop an all-round personality
who is honest and modern, better
equipped to understand and deal with
the complexities of the outside world,
human relationships, and emotions,
humanity at large, and a better society.
, be able to participate in the process of
harmonizing. Only by educating the
mind means that we can only develop
cognition. But, educating the heart
embodies empathy, compassion,
respect for diversity and human digni-
ty, love, respect for the law of the land,
etc. For this, it will be necessary to

learn about and appreciate philosophy,
ethics, morality, social values, and
knowledge of beauty. in the fields of
art, literature, poetry, and music. Only
developing knowledge will help to build
human robots, not humans. However,
educating the mind without merely
educating the heart can be useless and
counterproductive at times. Education
devoid of the incorporation of moral
values and ethical principles produces
intellectuals and experts without
strong moral character and behavior.
For example, the dehumanizing prac-
tice of domestic violence is common
even in the homes of most educated
people in the Indian subcontinent.
Achieving academic excellence for all
students is at the core of any school’s
purpose, and will inform much of what
they do. Character education is not a
new thing, its extension is like the work
of Aristotle. Yet it can be argued that
the pursuit of success in schools in
recent years has led to calls to put the
cart before the horse. Students are
pressured to think only of success in
terms of exam grades and university
places, which can often be counterpro-
ductive to the student’s well-being and
academic progress. It does not matter
how educated or wealthy one is if
his/her underlying character or per-
sonality lacks morality. Such personali-
ties can be a threat to a peaceful soci-

ety. Eg: Mussolini and Hitler are all
examples of education devoid of moral-
ity which is leading mankind toward
destruction. It is equally relevant in
contemporary times. For example, an
educated person taking dowry would
be the death knell for gender equality
and gender justice. The seven sins of
Gandhiji will be realized when we are
educated without morality like science
without humanity as is the case with
nuclear weapons today. Thus, educa-
tion without values, as useful as it
seems, makes a man a clever devil. The
pervasiveness of the forces of terror-
ism, Naxalism, and fundamentalism is
driven by strong minds but weak
hearts. Persons with relatively weak
moral character and with the ability
and skill to work are easily misled by
evil forces. Illegal practices of cross-
border human trafficking, and drug and
animal trafficking are carried out by
intelligent people disguised as security
forces. This highlights the lack of values
of love, compassion, and empathy in
the hearts of these people. The misuse
of digital space and technology to com-
mit cybercrime and cyber fraud at the
national and international levels shows
that there exist educated minds lacking
basic ethical understanding. The indis-
criminate and heartless exploitation of
biodiversity, the environment, and the
natural ecosystem by humanity is a sad

example of education and skill without
a good heart. The practices of corrup-
tion, nepotism, communalism, etc.
reflect the lack of principles of honesty,
integrity, and honesty among the
administrators and the political class.
To fight these evils among others, we
need to educate the mind as well as the
heart of the individuals. It is essential to
build the character of individuals
because ‘knowledge without character’
is one of the seven Gandhian sins.
Value-based education, ethical training
of students and professionals along
with conscious socialization to impart
moral values at an early age will ensure
ethical conduct in our society. For this,
the development of value-based peda-
gogy, study material, and storytelling
along with the implementation of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in
letter and spirit will ensure the holistic
development of the minds and hearts of
children and society. Education without
ethics is like a ship without a compass,
just wandering nowhere. It is not
enough to have the power of concentra-
tion, there must be objectives to focus
on. Knowing the truth is not enough,
rather we should love the truth and
make sacrifices for it.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurr--
nnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt))

Educating the mind instead of the heart is a threat to a peaceful society

Covid pandemic caused prolonged decline in global life expectancy: Study
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Internet banking frauds and ways to avoid them is undoubtedly a
topic that has been done to death. And yet, people across country
continue to lose money in such frauds with an alarming frequency.
Today computer and internet has become very common and neces-
sary for our daily life. Back in 1990, less than 1 lakh people were able
access Internet worldwide. Now around 2.5 million people are
hooked up to surf the net around the globe.  The IT Act, 2000, was
enacted primarily to provide a platform for e-commerce to take off in
India. The Act does not sufficiently cover social media crimes and
mobile phone crimes. No doubt, the implementation of the IT Rules,
2011, was a welcome move as it mandated provisions for Internet
Service. Though, banks have multiple server farms and software to
monitor security, banks need to work on how to have affective cus-
tomer awareness programs as far as Cyber Fraud and banking frau-
dare concerned.As the use of internet is increasing, a new face of
crime is spreading rapidly from in-person crime to nameless and
faceless crimes involving computers. Cyber Frauds includes all unau-
thorized access of information and break security like privacy, pass-
word, etc. with the use of internet. Cyber Frauds also includes crimi-
nal activities performed by the use of computers like virus attacks,
financial crimes, e-mail spamming, cyber phishing, cyber stalking,
unauthorized access to computer system, theft of information con-
tained in the electronic form, e-mail bombing, physically damaging
the computer system, etc. The internet brings joy to our lives but at
the same time it has some negative sides too. The cyber criminals are
always in a search to find out the new ways to attack the possible
internet victims. New generation is growing up with computers and
most important is that all the monetary transactions are moving on
to the internet. So, it has become very important for us to be aware
of the various Cyber crimes being committed with the help of com-
puters. The Cyber crimes today are on rise and the latest & perhaps
the most complicated problem in the cyber world. It is observed that
the internet world is ever-evolving and fraudsters continuously use
newer ways to commit frauds. Earlier when internet banking was
started, we thought that user name and password was enough secu-
rity but then additional security measures were developed, but that
too is now proving futile. The vulnerability of credit and debit cards
and net banking has made it easy for criminals who are just a click
away from easy money. Thus there is a need of widespread customer
awareness about risks and threats of giving out confidential login
information of internet banking. With the right permissions, hackers
have succeeded in changing daily ATM cash limits and create fraud-
ulent credit cards with new PINs for third parties to access accounts.
It is rightly said that “Prevention is better than cure” so it is always
better to take certain precautions while operating the internet by
way of  following good practices in order to minimize the security risk
of increasing Cyber crimes in banks.  No doubt, it is not possible to
eliminate Cyber Frauds in banks in total but it is quite possible to
check them. Legislation cannot totally succeed in eliminating crime
but we must be aware of our rights and duties i.e. to report the crime
as a collective duty towards the society and making the application
of laws more stringent to check cyber crime.

If it’s smart, it’s vulnerable

TT he development of value-based pedagogy, study material, and

storytelling will ensure the holistic development of the mind and

hearts of children and society. Education without ethics is like a ship

without a compass, just wandering nowhere. It is not enough to have

the power of concentration, there must be objectives to focus on.

Knowing the truth is not enough, rather we should love the truth and

make sacrifices for it. Educating the heart embodies empathy, com-

passion, respect for diversity and human dignity, love, respect for the

law of the land, etc. For this, it will be necessary to learn about and

appreciate philosophy, ethics, morality, social values, and knowledge

of beauty. in the fields of art, literature, poetry, and music. Only

developing knowledge will help to build human robots, not humans.

C OVID-19 has caused a
prolonged decline in life

expectancy levels, leading to
global mortality changes un-
precedented in the last 70
years, according to a study.

The researchers from the
University of Oxford, UK,
and Max Planck Institute for
Demographic Research in
Germany used data from 29
countries in Europe, as well
as Chile and the US.

The study, published on
Monday in the journal
Nature Human Behaviour,
found that life expectancy in
2021 remained lower than ex-
pected across all 29 countries,
had pre-pandemic trends con-
tinued.

Previous global epidemics
have seen fairly rapid
“bounce backs” to life ex-
pectancy levels, the re-
searchers said.

However, the scale and
magnitude of COVID-19, on
mortality, confounds claims
it has had no more impact
than a flu-like illness, they
said.

The researchers noted that
life expectancy losses during

recurring flu epidemics over
the second-half of the 20th
century have been much
smaller and less widespread
than those seen in the pan-
demic.

A clear geographical divide
appeared in 2021. The re-
searchers found most coun-
tries in Western Europe expe-
rienced life expectancy
bounce backs from the sharp
losses in 2020.

Sweden, Switzerland,
Belgium and France saw
complete bounce backs, re-
turning to pre-pandemic life
expectancy levels. While
England and Wales saw par-
tial bounce backs from 2020
levels in 2021.

Life expectancy in Scotland
and Northern Ireland, how-
ever, remained at the same
depressed level as 2020.

However, Eastern Europe
and the US witnessed wors-
ening or compounded losses
in life expectancy over the
same period.

The scale of life expectan-
cy losses during the COVID-
19 pandemic in Eastern
Europe were similar to those

last seen at the break-up of
the Soviet Union, according
to the researchers.

This East-West divide in
life expectancy during
COVID-19 generally reflects
bigger losses in countries
which had lower pre-pandem-
ic life expectancy levels, they
said.

Bulgaria was the worst-hit
of the countries studied, with
a decline in life expectancy of
nearly 43 months, over two
years of the pandemic.

“Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Lithuania, Poland, and
Slovakia suffered substan-
tially higher life expectancy
deficits in 2021 compared to

2020, indicating a worsening
mortality burden over the
course of the pandemic,” the
authors of the study said.

In addition to pre-pandem-
ic life expectancy, there ap-
peared to be a vaccination ef-
fect which followed the same
East-West divide in Europe.
Countries with higher pro-
portions of fully vaccinated
people experienced smaller
life expectancy deficits.

Older ages, especially those
over 80 who had seen the bulk
of deaths in 2020, benefitted
from vaccine protection and
a decline in excess mortality
in 2021.

“A notable shift between
2020 and 2021 was that the age
patterns of excess mortality
shifted in 2021 towards
younger age groups, as vac-
cines began to protect the
old,” said Ridhi Kashyap, a
study co-author from Oxford.

However, there were “out-
liers,” which had surprising-
ly high life expectancy losses,
in spite of high vaccination
rates.

“Finer-grained details of
the age prioritization of vac-

cine roll-out and the types of
vaccines used may account
for some of these differences,
as well as correlations be-
tween vaccine uptake and
compliance with non-phar-
maceutical interventions or
the overall health care sys-
tem capacity,” said Jonas
Scholey, study co-author from
the Max Planck Institute.

“Countries, such as
Sweden, Switzerland,
Belgium and France, man-
aged a recovery to pre-pan-
demic levels of life expectan-
cy because they managed to
protect both the old and the
young,” Scholey said.

The research team voices
concern, however, about the
possible wider international
impact of the pandemic.

“In 2020, losses in life ex-
pectancy suffered in Brazil
and Mexico exceeded those
experienced in the US, so it is
likely these countries may
have continued suffering
mortality impacts in 2021 —
even potentially exceeding
the 43 months we estimated
for Bulgaria,” said study co-
author, Jose Manuel Aburto.
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Fertiliser shortage

Chandigarh: There is
no shortage of DAP
and urea fertiliser in
Haryana, state
Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry
Minister J P Dalal said
on Monday. "For the
upcoming Rabi sea-
son, about 2.70 lakh
metric tonnes, that is
54 lakh bags of DAP
(Di-ammonium
Phosphate) have been
allocated across the
state. The Department
has made adequate
arrangements for the
storage of agricultural
fertilizers in the state,"
he added. He said that
in the next four days,
seven more rakes of
14,800 MT DAP and
18,200 MT of urea
would be made avail-
able through railways.

Investors meet
Hyderabad: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday sought invest-
ments from business-
men here. By high-
lighting the natural
and human resources,
among others, and a
stable government in
Odisha, he said,"On
the strength of our ...
natural resources,
skilled human re-
sources, and stable
government, Odisha
is emerging as a lead-
ing destination for in-
dustries and invest-
ment." He was speak-
ing at the 'Odisha
Investors' Meet' hosted
by the State govern-
ment in collaboration
with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), the
national industry
partner for 'Make-in-
Odisha' conclave '22 to
be held in the capital
city of Bhubaneswar
from November 30 to
December 4, 2022.

Reduce tax 

New Delhi: Union
Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Tuesday
said there is a huge
demand for air travel
after the pandemic
and urged eight states
and Union Territories
to reduce the tax on
jet fuel. Air traffic
growth will be driven
by smaller cities, he
said and emphasised
the need for develop-
ing airport infra-
structure in such
places. The minister
was speaking at the
Civil Aviation
Ministers' conference
in the national capi-
tal. The domestic air
traffic is inching clos-
er to pre-COVID level
and in recent times,
the daily passenger
numbers crossed the
four lakh mark twice.
Scindia said that
Value Added Tax
(VAT) on jet fuel is
still high in eight
states and Union
Territories in the
range of 20-30 per
cent and urged them
to reduce the rate. Jet
fuel cost accounts for
a significant part of
an airline's opera-
tional costs.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The fight against infla-
tion will be dogged and
prolonged, given the long
and variable lags with
which monetary policy op-
erates, an RBI article said.
"Yet, if we succeed, we will
entrench India's prospects
as one of the fastest grow-
ing economies of the
world enjoying a negative
inflation differential with
the rest of the world," ac-
cording to the article on
the state of economy au-
thored by a team lead by
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Deputy Governor
Michael Debabrata Patra.
It said this happy outcome

will re-enthuse foreign in-
vestors, stabilise markets
and secure financial sta-
bility on an enduring
basis. Retail inflation
spiked to 7.41 per cent in
September, remaining
above RBI's upper toler-
ance level of 6 per cent for
the ninth month in a row.
With inflation remaining
above the 6 per cent level,
RBI, now, will have to give
a report to the central gov-
ernment giving reasons
for failure to contain infla-
tion at 4 per cent with a
bias of 2 per cent on either
side. "While the persist-
ence of headline CPI
(Consumer Price Index)
inflation above the toler-

ance band for three con-
secutive quarters (up to
September) will trigger
mandated accountability
processes, monetary poli-
cy remains focussed on re-
aligning inflation with the
target," the article said.

The article has been
published in the RBI's
October bulletin. The cen-
tral bank said the views
expressed in the article
are those of the authors
and do not represent its
views. Headline inflation
is set to ease from its
September high, albeit
stubbornly, on the back of
easing momentum and
favourable base effects.
"These positive develop-

ments are likely to be
driven by the food and
beverages, which has un-
dergone repeated shocks
in the first half of the
year," it said. There has
also been an appreciable
decline in WPI inflation in
September on a broad-
based easing across its
constituents. Easing in in-
ternational price pres-
sures embodied in com-
modity and supply chain
pressures are also likely
to contribute to the soften-
ing of costs and prices.
The article also mentions
that India is poised to con-
solidate and accelerate
the recovery over the rest
of the year.

Fight against inflation will be
dogged, prolonged: RBI article Mumbai, Oct 18: 

A day after lowering the
deposits for small savers
(under Rs 10 crore in sav-
ings deposits by 5 bps to
2.70 per cent per annum,
the nation's largest lender
State Bank on Tuesday in-
creased the savings de-
posit rates by 30 bps for
large accounts. The bank
said the new pricing of 30
bps more on deposits, is
applicable for Rs 10 crore
and above, and is effective
from October 15. Banks
have been witnessing
flight of money to other
asset classes even as they
were lending more. For
many months, deposit
growth has not been keep-
ing pace with credit
growth which in the first

half averaged at 14.8 per
cent while deposits have
been much lower at 9.5 per
cent only. In the past many
years, deposits have been
growing in high single dig-
its but credit has been neg-
ative or in low single digit.
While interest rates for
saving bank deposits
below Rs 10 crore remains
unchanged at 2.70 percent,
down 5 bps, those Rs 10
crore or above will attract
30 bps more at 3 per cent,
SBI said.

As of June 2022, the
bank has a deposit base of
over Rs 40.46 lakh crore
with the Casa ratio of
45.33 and advances of over
Rs 29 lakh crore. The bank
commands a market share
of 33.3 per cent (at over Rs
6 lakh crore in outstand-

ing) and 19.3 per cent in
home loans and auto
loans, respectively. The
bank on Monday also in-
creased the lending rates
(marginal cost of funds
based lending rates or
MCLR) 7.95 per cent, up by
25 bps from previous rate,
which came to effect from
October 15, for the bench-
mark one-year tenor,
which is the rate against
which most of the con-
sumer loans are tied to.
SBI has also raised the
two- and three-year tenor
MCLRs to 8.15 per cent
and 8.25 per cent respec-
tively from 7.90 per cent
and 8 per cent. The
overnight, one-, three- and
six-month rates have been
raised in the range of 7.60-
7.90 per cent.

SBI hikes savings deposit rate by
30 bps for Rs 10 cr and above

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday said there is a
huge opportunity for the
country in pushing the
growth of the renewable
energy industry and be-
come a global supplier. He
said that energy security
is the next thrust area
which will provide eco-
nomic opportunity for the
renewable energy sector.
"We have tremendous po-
tential to make a big differ-
ence to India's and the
world's future, both on sus-
tainability and self-re-
liance on energy.

"It is a great opportunity
to nurture the renewable
energy industry and grow
into becoming a world sup-
plier," Goyal said while ad-
dressing a CII's conference
on making India a global
hub in renewable energy.
The minister also pitched

for using technology in a
bigger way, and training
MSMEs (Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises) to
become quality suppliers
of goods and services in
the sector.

The Indian economy is a
"bright star" in an other-
wise gloomy situation
globally, he added. Goyal
said that India has the po-
tential to grow into a glob-
al supplier of renewable
energy equipment. He also
stressed that there is a
need to maintain the en-

tire renewable energy sup-
ply chain in India "to the
best of our ability", right
from the equipment stage
up to innovation and new
technology, so that "we can
lead the world rather than
being dependent on other
countries".

The minister said that
India had been dependent
on imports of machinery
and equipment in both the
renewable energy and con-
ventional energy sectors
and the imports of fuels
like oil and coal, which
continues to the day. He
said that the prices of
these products were sub-
ject to geopolitical uncer-
tainties. Goyal urged
Indian industry to draw
from international collab-
orations and learnings
and make India 'atmanirb-
har' in renewable energy
and achieve twin advan-
tages of sustainability and
energy security.

Great opportunity to nurture renewable energy
industry to become world supplier: Goyal

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Air India chief
Campbell Wilson on
Tuesday said the airline
aims to have 30 per cent
share in both domestic
and international markets
in the next five years.
Currently, the loss-making
carrier, which was taken
over by Tata group in
January, has put in place
the revival plan
'Vihaan.AI'. Air India aims
to have 30 per cent share in
domestic and internation-
al markets in the next five
years, Wilson, who is the
MD and CEO, told re-
porters here. Currently,
the airline has a domestic
market share of 10 per
cent and an international
market share of 12 per
cent. 'Vihaan.AI' is a com-
prehensive transforma-
tion plan with a detailed
road map for next five

years. The airline is work-
ing on "restoring the repu-
tation" and there is evi-
dence that progress is
being made, Wilson said. It
has also negotiated vari-
ous contracts. According
to Wilson, the airline will
triple its fleet in the next

five years. The airline will
be inducting 5 wide-body
Boeing and 25 Airbus nar-
row-body planes over the
next 15 months. The air-
craft being leased are 21
Airbus A320 neos, 4
Airbus A321 neos and 5
Boeing B777-200L.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains to close 7 paise
down at 82.37 (provisional)
against the US dollar in a
restricted trade on
Tuesday. At the interbank
forex market, the local
unit opened at 82.21
against the greenback. It
witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.02 and a low of
82.37 against the
American currency dur-
ing the session. It finally
ended at 82.37 against the
US dollar, down 7 paise
from its previous close of
82.30. The dollar index,
which measures the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.18 per
cent to 112.24.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
0.27 per cent to USD 91.37
per barrel. "Rupee contin-
ued to consolidate in a
narrow range in the last

few sessions despite
volatility in major crosses.
Reaction on the rupee re-
mained muted even as the
dollar fell marginally
against its major crosses,"
said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services. Risk on senti-
ment got a boost after
Britain's new finance min-
ister scrapped Prime
Minister Liz Truss's pro-
posed tax cuts and reined
in her energy subsidies,
Somaiya said.

Rupee falls 7 paise to close
at 82.37 against US dollar

Air India aims 30 pc international
mkt share in 5 years: CEO

Air India Chief Executive Officer (CEO) & Managing Director (MD)
Campbell Wilson speaks during an interaction with media, in New
Delhi, Tuesday, Oct 18.

Mumbai, Oct 18:  

The season of lights, posi-
tivity, happiness, and to-
getherness has us all geared
up to look and feel our best.
After two years of virtual
living, families are planning
reunions, social calendars
are being reserved, and aus-
picious dates are being set
aside to commemorate im-
portant beginnings. The fes-
tive season this year is all
about dressing up and going
out to be with our loved
ones.There isn’t a better
time to indulge in the best of
fashion and beauty and put
your party face on. While
shopping for outfits may ap-
pear to be an exciting expe-
rience, nailing down the en-

tire look for Diwali week is
no easy task— it takes a lot
of searching and styling to
deliver your best.Amazon
Fashion & Beauty offers
9lakh+ styles from1000+ top
fashion and beauty cate-
gories to help you look and
feel festive.Enjoy upto 50%
to 80% discounts on top
brands such as, BIBA,
Janasya, Manyavar, Titan,
Yellow Chimes, Metro,
Mochi, Sugar Cosmetics,
Maybelline, Forest
Essentials and KAMA
Ayurveda among others.

We have rounded up
some Bollywood inspired
shop-ready finds that are
sure to help you steal the
show and make you feel like
a celebrity yourself.

Amazon Fashion &
Beauty offers 50% to

80% discounts Chennai, Oct 18: 

As Dvara Kshetriya Gramin
Financial Services Pvt Ltd. (Dvara
KGFS), a leading NBFC operating
in remote rural parts of India,
enters its 15th year of existence,
announces go-to-market initia-
tives such as KGFS Digital, KGFS
Direct, My KGFS, KGFS Branch on
Wheels and KGFS Partnerships
including change in colour of
brand attire. The key initiative
includes the implementation of
the omnichannel network where
customers can connect with
Dvara KGFS’ Wealth Managers
through its multiple avenues.
Having embarked on the innova-
tive and ambitious path of
employing its aggressive growth
strategy by adopting an
omnichannel route, this initiative
will help Dvara KGFS deliver
products and services in a stan-

dardized manner with a superior
customer experience. This chan-
nel is an integral component and
support network for the growing
branch network of 295 branches
spread across the 12,000+ vil-
lages that Dvara KGFS caters to.
Speaking on the journey of
DVARA KGFS, Mr. LVLN Murty,
MD & CEO, Dvara KGFS, spoke,
“14 years of a remarkable jour-
ney since 2008 with a singular
agenda of helping create wealth
for people in deep rural pockets
of India, Dvara KGFS has evolved
into a full-fledged operational
service provider covering across
many geographies and catering
to more than 1.38 million popula-
tion today. We are looking at
adopting a meaningful strategy
to expand our reach to more
rural communities and geogra-
phies by adopting the omnichan-
nel approach.” 

DVARA KGFS annnouces
slew of measures as it

enters 15th year

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The Board of Directors
of HDFC Bank Limited
approved the Bank’s
(Indian GAAP) results for
the quarterand half year
ended September 30, 2022,
at its meeting held in
Mumbai on Saturday,
October 15, 2022. The ac-
counts have been subject-
ed toan audit by the statu-
tory auditors of the Bank.
The Bank’s core net rev-
enue (excluding trading
and Mark to Market loss-
es), grew by 18.3% to ?
28,869.8 crore for the quar-
ter ended September 30,
2022 from Rs 24,409.7
crore for the quarter
ended September 30,
2021.The total net rev-
enues (net interest in-
come plus other income)
were Rs 28,616.7 crore for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022.

Net interest income (in-

terest earned less interest
expended) for the quarter
ended September 30, 2022
grew by 18.9% to Rs
21,021.2 crore from Rs
17,684.4 crore for the quar-
ter ended September 30,
2021. Core net interest
margin was at 4.1% on
total assets, and 4.3%
based on interest earning
assets.

Operating expenses for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022 were
Rs 11,224.6crore, an in-
crease of 21.0% over Rs
9,277.9 crore during the
corresponding quarter of
the previousyear. The
cost-to-income ratio for
the quarterwas at 39.2%.

P r e - p r o v i s i o n
Operating Profit (PPOP)
was at Rs17,392.2
crore.PPOP, excluding
trading and Mark to
Market losses, grew by
16.6% over the quarter
ended September 30, 2021.

HDFC Bank net profit up by
20.1% at Rs 10,605.8 crore

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

India should consider taxing passenger
vehicles based on emissions rather than
length and engine size of vehicles, for a
cleaner environment, Nissan Motor India
MD Rakesh Srivastava said on Tuesday.
Nissan, which is looking to drive in its
global sports utility vehicles, including X-
Trail into the Indian market to strength-
en its presence in the country, said multi-
ple technologies such as hybrids must
also be considered to curb air pollution
through automobiles. "We can have differ-
ent tax slabs based on the level of emis-
sions," Srivastava said here in an interac-
tion, adding the government already has
a different tax structure for below four
meters, above four meters, in terms of
length and in terms of fuel. Under the
GST regime, cars attract the highest tax
slab of 28 per cent and on top of that a
cess is levied. Small petrol cars with en-
gine capacity less than 1200cc attract only
1 per cent cess, while diesel cars with en-

gine capacity of less than 1500cc attract 3
per cent cess, on top of the 28 per cent
GST rate. Similarly, sports utility vehicles
(SUVs), which include cars with length
exceeding 4,000 mm and having a ground
clearance of 169 mm and above attract a
GST rate of 50 per cent.

India should consider taxing passenger
vehicles based on emissions, says

Nissan Motor India MD

Nissan Motor India Pvt Ltd MD Rakesh
Srivastava with Nissan India Operation President
Frank Torres at the unveiling of the companys X-
Trail, Qashqai and Juke SUVs, at Aerocity in New
Delhi, Tuesday, Oct. 18.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices rallied for the third
day on the trot on Tuesday
amid firm global market
trends and buying in ener-
gy, banking and FMCG
counters. The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 549.62
points or 0.94 per cent to
settle at 58,960.60. During
the day, it zoomed 732.68
points or 1.25 per cent to
59,143.66. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty surged
175.15 points or 1.01 per
cent to end at 17,486.95.
State Bank of India (SBI)
was the biggest gainer in
the Sensex pack, climbing
3.41 per cent, followed by
ITC, Nestle India, Bharti
Airtel, IndusInd Bank,
L&T, M&M and Reliance
Industries. Only five con-
stituents finished in the red
-- HDFC, NTPC, Tech

Mahindra, Sun Pharma
and HDFC Bank, slipping
up to 0.72 per cent. "The
Indian market is sustaining
its gains due to favourable
global and domestic cues.
Home-grown positivity is
the downward trend of
crude prices and upside
prospects to Q2 corporate
earnings. "Notably too,
RBI's confidence that head-
line inflation has peaked in
September and henceforth
will decline is taken cheer-
fully by the financial mar-
ket, providing upside to
banks," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Joining peer lenders,
SBI, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Federal Bank
are the latest in the list to
revise their marginal cost
of funds based lending
rates (MCLRs) in addition
to hikes in repo-linked
rates from early October.
Following a hike in repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India on September 30 by
50 basis points to 5.90 per
cent, banks raised their
repo-linked lending rates
by a similar margin.
Gradually, they also raised
the marginal cost of funds
based lending rates. The
country's largest lender
State Bank of India (SBI)
has revised the MCLR for
the benchmark one-year
tenor to 7.95 per cent, up by
25 basis points from previ-
ous rate, which came to ef-

fect from October 15, 2022.
The one-year tenor MCLR
is the rate against which
most of the consumer
loans are tied to. SBI has
also raised the two- and
three-year tenor MCLRs to
8.15 per cent and 8.25 per
cent respectively, as
against 7.90 per cent and 8
per cent. The overnight,
one-, three- and six-month
rates have been raised in
the range of 7.60-7.90 per
cent. Private sector lender
Kotak Mahindra Bank
said the MCLR for various
tenors has been set in the
range of 7.70-8.95 per cent
with effect from October
16, 2022. Its revised one-
year MCLR rate is 8.75 per
cent. While south-based
Federal Bank said its one-
year MCLR on loans and
advances has been revised
to 8.70 per cent with effect
from October 16.

Banks hike MCLRs, 
repo-linked lending rates

post RBI rate action

Markets rally for 3rd day
amid positive global trends;

RIL, banking stocks spurt

Anushka Sharma shoots in Eden
Garden for ‘Chakda Xpress’

A
ctress-producer Anushka
Sharma was seen shooting
in Kolkata's iconic Eden

Garden for her upcoming film
'Chakda Xpress'. In the pictures,

Anushka, who will be seen playing
cricketer Jhulan Goswami, is sporting

shoulder length hair dressed in a cricket jer-
sey and white sport shoes. Jhulan Goswami

succeeded in her goal and went on to captain the
Indian women's national cricket team and is a
role model for aspiring cricketers in the country.
In 2018, an Indian postage stamp was issued in
her honour. Jhulan Goswami holds the world
record for the highest number of wickets taken
by a woman in an international career. 'Chakda
Xpress', directed by Prosit Roy, is based on the life
of Jhulan Goswami, who became the second
Indian woman cricketer to receive the Padma
Shri in 2012. The film marks Anushka's comeback
to acting after four years. 'Chakda Xpress' will be
shot in India and the UK and is being produced by
Clean Slate Filmz.

A
ctress Shilpa
Shetty, who is the
latest to shower

praise on director Rishab
Shetty's critically ac-
claimed Kannada film
'Kantara', said that the
film took her back to her
roots.

Taking to Instagram,
Shilpa Shetty, whose moth-
er tongue is Kannada,
wrote: "Appreciation post
for 'Kantara'. Watched the
film in the theatre...Oh My

G o d !

What a narrative, emo-
tion, vibe and world."

"Had goose bumps dur-
ing the climax! The power
of cinema transports the
watcher into this world. A
world I belong to! Really
took me back to my roots.

"Without any bias, this
one's a must watch just for
the sheer brilliance of
story telling, performanc-
es, heart, faith and direc-
tion. Whoa. "Rishab Shetty
- hats off to your convic-
tion and versatility. You
have worn many hats in

this project and added
feathers to it too.

Enjoy the suc-
cess."

A series of
c e l e b r i t i e s

cutting across south
Indian film industries
have been lauding the film.
Only recently, actress
Anushka Shetty had said:
"Watched 'Kantara'..
Totally totally loved it.
Congratulations to each
and every actor, producer,
technicians. "Team
'Kantara', you all were
amazing, and thank you all
for the experience. Rishab
Shetty you were amazing.
Please watch the movie in
the theatres. Don't miss it!"
A couple of days before,
Tamil star Dhanush and
Telugu star Prabhas had
lauded the film. Dhanush
had said: "'Kantara'... Mind
blowing!! A must watch...
Rishab Shetty, you should

be very proud of yourself.
Congratulations Hombale
Films. Keep pushing the
boundaries. A big hug to
all the actors and techni-
cians of the film. God
bless." Prabhas, for his
part, had said: "Watched
'Kantara' for the second
time and what an extraor-
dinary experience it has
been! Great concept and a
thrilling climax. A must
watch film in theatres!!!"

The film features Rishab
Shetty and Sapthami
Gowda in the lead and has
been written and directed
by Rishab Shetty himself.
Produced by Vijay
Kiragandur, 'Kantara' has
music by B. Ajaneesh
Loknath.

ACROSS

1. Helps a crook

6. Distant

10. Inferno

14. Memorize

15. Sub shop

16. The ____ of March

17. "West Side Story" character

18. Spill

19. Football cheers

20. Terrific

22. "Sex and ____ City"

23. Mets' old stadium

24. Ownership paper

26. Bodily structure

28. Bro, e.g.

31. Hanging ornament

33. Put up with

36. Dreary

41. Alert

42. Lemon drink

44. Australian marsupial

45. Largest desert

47. Forefather

49. Program

51. Turner or Koppel

52. Yearly publication

56. Resorts

59. Kite feature

60. Kind

62. Source of answers

66. Milky stone

67. Brad

69. Relative by marriage (hyph.)

70. Office note

71. Location

72. Large pebble

73. Narrow cut

74. Sycamore or oak

75. Avid

DOWN

1. Charity

2. Boyfriend

3. Wyatt ____

4. Endeavored

5. Entrap

6. Paid notices

7. Touched

8. Oahu greetings

9. Matured

10. Initial

11. Potato state

12. Tailor again

13. School assignment

21. Greek letter

25. Computer info

27. Identical

28. Depots (abbr.)

29. Dubuque's locale
30. Uninspired
32. Auto
34. Distinctive time
35. Aired again
37. Help!
38. Actor ____ Damon
39. Balm
40. Cooking fat
43. Concludes
46. Versus
48. Guitarist's aid
50. Pastry
52. Small particles
53. Coat part
54. Home of the Dolphins
55. Mete out
57. Ascend
58. Yule visitor
61. High-flying toy
63. Drain obstruction
64. Path
65. Washstand item
68. Director Spike ____
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It may be hard to connect with others
today, Aquarius. People may be rather
indecisive. On the other hand, people are
apt to be more malleable. This could be a
good time to take charge. Be sure that you
keep in mind the best interests of all par-
ties involved. It isn't fair for you to take
advantage of people who can't make up
their own minds about something.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You've had a strong propensity for war
lately, Pisces. Your drive toward getting
things done has rallied and you're anxious
to make progress. The problem is that you
might have to hold back a bit today, since
there is a great force at work encouraging
to you to take a break from your current
trajectory. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your balancing powers will be put to the
test today when your desire to fight con-
flicts with your need to plan, Aries. You
might be even more indecisive than usual
as a result of this internal tension. Be
aware of time and the restrictions that it
puts on you. Devise a plan that uses your
energy in the most efficient way possible. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Try not to get too frustrated by the indeci-
siveness that plagues you today, Taurus.
The longer you stand still, the harder it
will be to get moving. The key is to find a
balance between planning and forceful-
ness. There's an incredible need for you
make progress now. If you're met with
resistance, you should probably just back
off for now. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Indecisiveness could be your biggest
nemesis today, Gemini. The general tone
of the day is apt to be quite explosive as
a feeling of restriction and discipline
comes into conflict with a need to fight
and conquer. You might find that your
go-with-the-flow, easygoing attitude is
exactly what saves you on a day like this.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your plans meet with harsh opposition
today, Cancer. You've been going along at
a slow and steady pace, but you will find
that abrasive tension arises the more you
try to force your will on others. Gridlock is
quite likely due to the fact that there are
strong forces coming to a head. Neither
one of them is in the mood to yield now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Getting your opinions out now may stir up
the maelstrom even more, but ultimately,
it's for the best, Leo. There is an explosive
tone in the air right now that's difficult to
ignore. You need your strong will to com-
bat the abrasive forces at work today. You
have the opportunity to initiate control
over the situation. Other people might be
too unsure of themselves to make a move.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your best plan of attack today is to not
attack at all, Virgo. There is enough aggres-
siveness out there. You don't need to add
any more to the fray. Let others duke it out.
Your job is to wait until the dust settles. Try
not to get involved in other people's dis-
putes. You might get dragged further into
the situation than makes you feel comfort-
able.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might need to put on the brakes today,
Libra. Your present trajectory isn't quite in
line with the people and energy around
you. Make sure you aren't stepping on
other people's toes with your abrasive
behavior. This is a day to consider a more
disciplined approach. You might need to
establish a better structure, so you use
your energy more efficiently in general.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If you've been reluctant to make a
move, Scorpio, you should consider
why. What has been holding you back?
Fear of failure? A negative comment
from someone else? Feeling like you
aren't quite prepared for the conse-
quences of your actions? It's time to
free yourself of these mental barriers
that keep you from making progress. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Discipline and a solid plan are your
friends today, Sagittarius. Slow your
approach and consider the conse-
quences of your actions. This is the time
to concentrate on what you need to get
done and devise a plan to make it hap-
pen. There is restlessness in the air that
might cause you to act hastily. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might experience a bit of an internal
conflict today and be you're unsure how to
proceed, Capricorn. One side feels an
urge to fight, while another side - a more
mental aspect - asks you to keep this urge
under wraps. It could be that this conflict
keeps you immobile because of your lack
of confidence in either camp. Try not to
get stressed out over any one issue.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
fter the phenomenal success of 'RRR', superstar director S.S.
Rajamouli is making his next movie with Telugu superstar
Mahesh Babu in lead. The film, written by Rajamouli's fa-

ther K.V. Vijayendra Prasad, is said to be inspired by real life events
and the latest buzz is that it will star Bollywood actress Deepika
Padukone opposite Mahesh Babu. Tentatively titled 'SSMB29', the
film is an adventure drama and will most likely go on floors by the
first half of 2023. According to the media reports, this will be the
first time when Deepika and Mahesh will be working together.
Meanwhile, Deepika is currently busy with another pan-India
film titled 'Project K', where she will be seen along with
Prabhas, Amitabh Bachchan and Suniel Shetty. The film,
which got delayed by a year due to Covid-19 pandemic, is
being directed by Nag Ashwin. Earlier, Deepika fell ill
on the sets of 'Project K' and was rushed to a hospital
after her heart rate spiked. The actress soon recov-
ered and was back to shooting the fim. Prabhas is
gearing up for his upcoming mythological film
'Adipurush' which will also star Kriti Sanon
and Saif Ali Khan.

Deepika to star opposite
Mahesh Babu in

Rajamouli’s next film

India’s leading multiplex
chain, INOX Leisure Ltd,

today announced that it is all
set to offer an exceptional
stadium-like experience to
the cricket enthusiasts of
India with the screening of
LIVE matches of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 on
cinema screens at its multi-
plexes across the country.
The eighth edition of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup com-
mences from 16th October,
with the Super 12 stage kick-
ing off on 22nd October, with
the Final scheduled on
November 13th in Melbourne.
INOX will showcase all group
matches to be played by
Team India starting with their
first match on 23 October
against Pakistan, followed by
the Semi-Finals and the Final
match. INOX will screen the
LIVE matches at City Mall.

INOX’s initiative of screening
LIVE matches will provide a
supreme stadium-like experi-
ence in movie theatres. The
comfort of the cinema hall in
an air-conditioned environ-
ment will add to their overall
cricket watching experience
in the company of like-mind-
ed fans of the game of crick-
et. In addition, fans will be
able to enjoy exciting food-
combos and scrumptious
gourmet options served at
INOX cinemas while enjoying
the matches.
Gurmeet Bhatia, Regional
Director – Central, INOX
Leisure Limited said, “By
screening cricket in our cine-
mas in Raipur, we are bring-
ing together the thrill of the
giant screen experience and
thunderous sound with the
most loved sport in our coun-
try, that is cricket." 

INOX to screen ICC T20
Men’s WC 2022 matches

T
he festival of lights
‘Diwali’ is around
the corner and COL-

ORS family is all set to cel-
ebrate the auspicious oc-
casion in their style with
their loved ones. Diwali
signifies the triumph of
good over evil and how
light prevails even in the
darkest days of our lives.
Keeping the spirit of
Diwali in mind, the stars
from our favorite shows,
give the audience a peak
into their Diwali plans
and share their memories
of this beautiful festival.

Amruta Khanvilkar a
contestant in Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa, “The first
thing that comes to my
mind when I think of
Diwali is the delicious
‘farhaal’. The selection of
sweets and savories from
chakli to ‘shankarpali’ to
‘karanji’ made by my
mom is what I look for-
ward to eating every year.
I have always enjoyed
spending time with my
family on this special day.

However, this Diwali, I
will be busy shooting for
"Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa," so
I'm hoping to enjoy a
small celebration with my
on-set family. I'm also
planning a small party
with my husband and our
friends. Instead of burn-
ing crackers, I'll go eco-
friendly and will be light-
ing "diyas". I'd want to ask
my fans to do the same
and have a happy, prosper-
ous, and safe Diwali.”

Pratik Sehajpal a.k.a
Rudra from Naagin 6, "I
prefer to spend Diwali
with my family, and I in-
tend to do so again this
year. Every year, we per-
form Laxmi Puja in the
evening, followed by gorg-
ing on some delicious
Diwali treats. The best
part about Diwali is
the food, ‘diyas’,
and sweets. I hope
to celebrate this
year with my
‘Naagin 6’
family.

COLORS’ actors on
celebrating Diwali

‘Kantara’ took me back to
my roots, says Shilpa Shetty
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Batters who can go ballistic this T20 World Cup
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

One will need long

levers to clear the

long boundaries in

Australia but trust

these five men to

make a telling

impact with

the bat at the

T20 World

Cup. All five are

in different stages

of their career and

with their  per-

formance over the

last 12 months,

they have already

shown

what

they are

capable

of doing

over the next

couple of weeks.

Hales, who made his T20 debut for England way back in 2011,
has a chance at redemption after a roller coaster ride that saw
him missing the 2019 ODI World Cup due to a failed drug test.
Back in the national setup after three years, Hales would be
eager to make the most of his big break, having made  the
squad as a replacement player for injured Jonn Bairstow. Hales'
talent was never in question, and not surprisingly, he has made
his presence felt since scoring a 53 in his international return
last month. Alongside Jos Buttler, he forms one of the most
dangerous opening pairings in the tournament. 

Alex Hales (England)

The 33-year-old has taken a while to realise the full poten-
tial of his power game but he has been South Africa's
standout player over the last 12 months. The southpaw
seems to have taken his game to the next level and that
was first evident in the IPL earlier this year when he
enjoyed his best ever season with 481 runs at an average of
68.71 for eventual winners Gujarat Titans. He has carried
that form into international cricket and in the recent series
in India, he produced a memorable 106-run knock off 47
balls, albeit in a losing cause. If he continues to finish
games like he has of late, it will go a long way in South
Africa's bid for their maiden title.

After making his belated India debut in March 2021, the 32-year-old

Suryakumar has established himself as the team's number one bat-

ter in the shortest format. The batter has all the shots in the book

(besides inventing some of his own) and has an envious record

already, having made nine fifties and a hundred in 34 T20

Internationals at a staggering strike rate of 176.81. India will be hop-

ing his sensational run continues in the ICC showpiece and he pro-

vides the team the extra 15-20 run cushion that it might need to

cover up for a not so inspiring bowling lineup. The fearless batter

himself would be fired to perform on the big stage having not done

justice to his rare skills in the previous edition 12 months ago. His

confidence must be sky high going into the tournament, having

smashed three fifties in his last four T20 Internationals.

David Miller (South Africa) Suryakumar Yadav (India)

This Pakistani all-
rounder has not only
kept things tight
with his left-arm
spin since the Asia
Cup last month, he
has also made a
couple of match-
winnings contribu-
tions with the bat.
Skipper Babar Azam

has been using
him as a sur-
prise pack-
age in the

middle-order
and Nawaz has not
disappointed. His
25-ball 42 took the
game away from India in
the Asia Cup before he lifted
the team out of a precarious
situation to come up with a
22-ball 38 at number four to

win the tri-series final

against New Zealand last
week. His contributions with
the ball can't be ignored as
well. In 48 T20s, he has taken
44 wickets with an impressive
economy rate of 7.38.

Mohammad Nawaz (Pakistan)

The Singapore-born David is the quintessential T20 nomad who broke into
the Australian team after displaying his six-hitting prowess in leagues
around the world. The 6ft 5in batter who has never played first class crick-
et, fetched a handsome Rs 8.25 crore contract from Mumbai Indians ahead
of IPL 2022, indicating how much his stock has risen in the last one year. If
Australia are to defend their World Cup title at home, David will be expect-
ed to finish games alongside Matthew Wade. In his debut series for
Australia last month, David smashed a 27-ball 54 against India in
Hyderabad. He followed that up with a couple of 40s against the West
Indies and England at home, setting him up nicely for  the World Cup.

When in full flow, no boundary is long enough for the 26-year-old.

Tim David (Australia)

Geelong, Oct 18 (PTI):

Netherlands made
heavy weather of a small
target before eking out a
five-wicket win against
Namibia in the T20 World
Cup here on Tuesday. This
is Netherlands' second vic-
tory in as many games and
keeps them firmly in con-
tention for a place in the
next  round.

Netherlands dished out
a fine bowling effort to re-
strict Namibia to 121 for
six before taking the game
deep. They completed the
task in 19.3 overs in their
first round Group A
match.

Sitting pretty at 92 for
one, Netherlands made a
harakiri towards the end
to allow Namibia to make
a comeback.

Vikramjit Singh (39 off
31) and Max O'Dowd (35 off
35) got Netherlands' chase
off to a blazing start, shar-
ing 59 runs for the opening
wicket. However, from 92
for one, Netherlands
slumped to 101 for four,
thanks to twin blows from
left-arm pacer JJ Smit
(2/24) in the 16th over.
Skipper Scott Edwards did
no good and perished in
the next over. But Bas de
Leede (30 not out off 30)
held his nerves, and in the
company of Tim Pringle (8
not out), saw Netherlands

home with a 20-run stand.
Earlier, de Leede (2/18)

shone with the ball as well,
to help Netherlands re-
strict Namibia to the mod-
est total.

Besides, Roelof van der

Merwe (1/6), Pringle
(1/15), Colin Ackermann
(1/17) and Paul van
Meekeren (1/18) also regis-
tered their names in the
wicket column for
Netherlands.

T20 WC: Netherlands register second win, 
SL back in business with big win over UAE

Netherlands' Bas de Leede (L) and Tim Pringle run between the
wickets during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket
match between Namibia and Netherlands at Kardinia Park in
Geelong on October 18.

Surprised by Namibia in their
tournament opener, Sri Lanka
made a strong comeback,
thrashing UAE by a massive
79 runs to better their net run
rate, which got a beating in
the first match.Opener
Pathum Nissanka hit a 60-ball
74 with the help of six bound-
aries and two hits over the
fence to take Sri Lanka to 152
for 8. It was a yet again an
unimpressive batting display
from Sri Lanka, as besides
Nissanka, Dhananjaya de
Silva (33) and Kusal Mendis
(18) were the only two bat-
ters to register double digit
scores. Asked to bat, Sri
Lanka were cruising at one
stage at 92 for 2 before leg-
spinner Karthik Meiyappan
(3/19) claimed a hat-trick in
the 15th over, dismissing
Bhanuka Rajapaksa, Charith

Asalanka and Dasun Shanaka
as the Islanders slumped to

117 for 5. Despite
wickets falling at

the other end,
Nissanka kept Sri Lanka's
scoreboard ticking and was
the last to be dismissed in
the penultimate ball of the
innings, but not before help-
ing his team cross the 15-run

mark.
UAE never looked in the

chase as right-arm fast
bowler Dushmantha
Chameera (3/15) inflicted the
early damage with the wick-
ets of Muhammad Waseem,
Aryan Lakra and captain
Chundangapoyil Rizwan to
break the opponent's back-
bone. From there on it was
always an uphill task for UAE
as they kept losing wickets at
regular intervals to be
bowled out for 73 in 17.1
overs. Aayan Afzal Khan (19)
was the top-scorer for UAE.
Besides Chameera, leg-spin-
ner Wanindu Hasaranga de
Silva (3/8) and Maheesh
Theekshana (2/15) also
chipped in with a few wick-
ets. Sri Lanka will take on
Netherlands in a must-win
last group match on
Thursday, while Namibia will
be up against UAE.

Sri Lanka make strong comeback, 
beat UAE by 79 runs

Odense, Oct 18 (PTI):

Former champion
Kidambi Srikanth staved
off a spirited challenge
from Hong Kong's Ng Ka
Long Angus to progress to
the second round of the
Denmark Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here on Tuesday.

Returning to the venue
where he had claimed the
title five years ago, the 2021
World Championships sil-
ver medallist notched up a
17-21 21-14 21-12 win over
the world number 14 Hong
Kong player in a 56-minute
contest.

Coming into the match
with a 3-3 head-to-head
record, Srikanth found the
going tough against Angus
and soon fell behind as the
Hong Kong player eked out
a 11-8 lead at the mid-game
interval.

Angus didn't allow the
Indian to make a come-

back to eventually take the
opening game.

In the second game,
Srikanth managed to take
a 6-3 lead but Angus
turned the tables to grab a
10-8 lead.

Srikanth got his acts to-
gether at the nick of time
and reeled off eight
straight points to move to
16-10. He kept his calm to
take the match to the de-
cider.

In the third game,
Srikanth came out all
guns blazing to jump to a
11-4 cushion at the inter-
val. He produced some
good quality shots at the
net and also covered the
court well to seal the
match comfortably with a
sharp return at his rivals
front court.The former
world number one Indian
will take on 2021 world
champion Loh Kean Yew
of Singapore in the next
round.

Srikanth enters second
round of Denmark Open

Santander , Oct 18 (PTI):

Teen shuttler Unnati
Hooda shone bright as
India eked out a 3-2 win
over Australia in their
third Group B match of
the mixed team event of
BWF World Junior
Championships here on
Tuesday.

Hooda, the 15-year-old
from Haryana, kept India
afloat in the tie after men's
doubles pair of Arsh
Mohammad and Abhinav
Thakur lost the opening
match. Women's pair of
Isharani Baruah and
Devika Sihag, and mixed
doubles combination of
Vignesh Thathineni and
Srinidhi Narayanan then
claimed victories in the
last two matches as India
emerged winners.

Earlier, Arsh and
Abhinav failed to get
across Ricky Tang and
Otto Xing De Zhao, going
down 12-21 17-21 to hand
over the advantage to
Australia. Unnati, Odisha
Open champion, dished
out a clinical performance
to outclass Sydney Go 21-6
21-9 to bring India back in
the contest. In the men's
singles match, Bharat
Raghav's fight ended with
a narrow 19-21 21-16 15-21
loss to Jack Yu as
Australia lead 2-1.
Isharani and Devika then
took centrestage and de-
feated Australia's Dania
Nugroho and Catrina
Chia-Yu Tan 21-8 21-8 to
make it 2-2.

India beat Australia

3-2 in BWF World Jr

Mixed Team C’ships

Barcelona, Oct 18 (AP):

Neymar arrived in court
on Tuesday to testify in a
fraud and corruption trial
over his transfer from
Brazilian club Santos to
Barcelona nearly a decade
ago. Neymar and his fa-

ther, who acts as his agent,
were among those accused
of concealing the real
amount of the transfer
from an investment group
involved in the negotia-
tions.

Neymar's mother, for-
mer Barcelona presidents
Sandro Rosell and Josep
Bartomeu, and represen-
tatives of both club also
were set to be in court in
the trial that began on
Monday and was expected
to last at least until next
week.

All defendants have de-
nied wrongdoing. They all
had to be in court on the
first day, but Neymar was
allowed to leave after a few
hours because he played
for Paris Saint-Germain in
France the night before.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (PTI):

Right after taking
charge, new BCCI presi-
dent Roger Binny on
Tuesday said frequent in-
juries to top India players
is a matter of concern and
promised to "get to the bot-
tom of it all".

Improving the pitches
for domestic cricket is also
high on his agenda.

"We will look to improve
on what we can do to re-
duce the injuries to play-
ers," Binny told reporters
here after taking over
BCCI presidency from
Sourav Ganguly.

"Players getting fre-
quently injured is a con-
cern, and we wish to get to
the bottom of it all and see

how it can be changed for
the better. "We have excel-
lent doctors and trainers
at the National Cricket
Academy (in Bengaluru),
but we must look to reduce
the injuries and improve
recovery."

India have fielded as
many as 40 players across
formats in 2022, with in-
juries being the main rea-
son, apart from multiple
series being held simulta-
neously.

Dubai, Oct 18 (PTI):

India opener Smriti
Mandhana and off-spinning
all-rounder Deepti Sharma
have moved up a place each
to attain career-best second
spot in the batters and
bowlers' charts of the latest
ICC women's T20I player
rankings. Both Mandhana
and Deepti have moved to
within striking distance of
the top spot for batters and
bowlers, respectively, after
the latest weekly update.

Mandhana, who has been
a top-ranked batter in ODIs,
moved up after scoring an
unbeaten 51 off 25 balls,
which guided her team to
an eight-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the final of the
Asia Cup in Sylhet,
Bangladesh recently.

Neymar set to testify in fraud
trial over Barcelona transfer

New BCCI president Binny wants to reduce player
injuries, improve pitches for domestic cricket

MMuummbbaaii:: BCCI secretary Jay
Shah on Tuesday made it clear
that India will play Asia Cup
next year at a neutral venue.
The 2023 edition, which will be
played in the 50 over format
ahead of the ODI World Cup in
India, has been allotted to
Pakistan. "We have decided to
play at a neutral venue," Shah
was quoted as saying by multi-
ple cricket websites after the
conclusion of BCCI AGM. The
Asia Cup being held at neutral
venues is not unprecedented.
Shah also happens to be the
Asian Cricket Council president,
after the BCCI's Annual General
Meeting (AGM) here. He was re-
elected as secretary for a sec-
ond term.

India won’t travel to
Pakistan for 2023 Asia

Cup: Jay Shah

Mandhana, Deepti
attain career-best

T20 rankings

Hobart, Oct 18 (PTI):

They did not have the
best of starts to the tour-
nament but West Indies
have the wherewithal to
turn things around in the
ongoing T20 World Cup
here, fells all-rounder
Jason Holder.

West Indies started their
T20 World Cup campaign
on a disastrous note,
slumping to a shocking 42-
run loss against Scotland
in a first round Group B
match.

Chasing Scotland's chal-
lenging 160 for five, the
two-time champion were
bundled out for 118.

"Obviously we had a
tough start yesterday. We
were all disappointed with

the performance that we
had yesterday. But I think
the most important thing
for us to do is to come to-
gether even tighter now
and try to find solutions,"
Holder said on the eve of
their second match
against Zimbabwe.

Windies have what it takes
to turn it around, says Holder
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Women light earthern lamps in an agricultural field on the occasion of ‘Kati Bihu’ festival, at Tezpur in Sonitpur
district, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday highlighted the
issue of drug menace in
the country and asked a
law officer and a court-ap-
pointed amicus curiae to
come out with “reasonable
solutions” which can be
taken as the basis to modu-
late the directions to curb
it. Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati
informed a bench of Chief
Justice U U Lalit and
Justice Bela M Trivedi the
departments concerned
like the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
are working towards aug-
menting the mechanism to
tackle the issue. The court
had earlier asked the ASG

to assist it in the suo motu
case titled “The Menace of
Drug Mafia Network
Operating in The
Country”.

A letter dated November
9, 2021 was sent to the apex
court highlighting the
smuggling of huge quan-
tum of drugs from
Afghanistan into India
and requesting the court
to direct constitution of a
Special Investigation
Team to probe the interna-
tional and national narcot-
ic drug mafia in the coun-
try. Then CJI N V Ramana
had in November last year
directed that the letter be
converted into a suo motu
case. During the hearing
on Tuesday, the apex court
told Bhati she and advo-

cate Shoeb Alam, who has
been appointed as an ami-
cus curiae in the matter,
can sit together and give
some ideas to the court on
the issue.

“We want some kind of
module or some idea . Mr
Alam and you, both of you
can sit together and give
us some ideas which we
can translate in the form
of directions and order
and then it becomes appli-
cable and govern the en-
tire situation,” the bench
told Bhati at the outset.

“We must carry the mat-
ter further,” the bench ob-
served, adding that drug
menace has gripped the
society. Bhati told the
bench she had detailed dis-
cussion with different offi-

cials and the matter is
being investigated by the
DRI as well as the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) from the “narco-ter-
ror angle”.

The ASG said she has
also taken some instruc-
tions on what is the mech-
anism available to “plug
the loopholes” that are ex-
isting.

Bhati said she would
prepare an affidavit and
file it before the court.

Alam told the bench he
has filed a compilation,
which also comprises re-
ports of the Narcotics
Control Bureau, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General and the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences.

SC highlights issue of drug menace
Asks ASG & amicus to give reasonable solutions

Jaipur, Oct 18 (PTI): The
Opposition BJP in
Rajasthan on Tuesday re-
quested Speaker CP Joshi
to accept the resignations
of Congress MLAs and
ministers which they had
submitted last month over
their party high com-
mand’s probable move to
make Sachin Pilot the
chief minister.

A delegation led by
Leader of Opposition
Gulab Chand Kataria
handed over a representa-
tion to the speaker at his
residence, a move
Congress leaders de-
scribed as “drama”. If the
resignations are not ac-
cepted, Kataria said, the
Congress MLAs should

withdraw them and apolo-
gise to the people.
According to the BJP
leader, 91 Congress MLAs,
including ministers, had
submitted their resigna-
tions to the speaker on
September 25 after they
boycotted the legislature
party meeting and held a
parallel meeting at
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Shanti
Dhariwal’s residence.

Kataria said three
weeks have passed since
then, and the resignation
letters are under the
Speaker’s consideration.

“The BJP Legislature
Party requests you to ac-
cept the resignation let-
ters of the MLAs given

voluntarily or the MLAs
should appear in front of
you and withdraw their
resignation and apologise
publicly to the people of
the state,” he said in the
letter.

BJP state president
Satish Poonia, Deputy
Leader of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore and
party whip Jogeshwar
Garg were part of the del-
egation. Reacting to this,
state cabinet minister
Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas said BJP
leaders meeting the speak-
er was nothing less than a
drama. “Neither
Vasundhara Raje was
seen in four years nor
other leaders of the BJP.

RAJASTHAN CONG CRISIS

BJP wants Speaker to accept 
resignations of Gehlot loyalists New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Delhi University has de-
ferred announcement of
the first list of seat alloca-
tion in its colleges by a
day to Wednesday.

The first round of
CSAS (Common Seat
Allocation System) list
would be released on
Wednesday, it said in a no-
tification.

“It is hereby notified
that the declaration of
first round of CSAS allo-
cation list shall be re-
leased tomorrow i.e.
Wednesday, the 19th
October, 2022,” the varsity
said.

The development comes
ahead of Wednesday’s
Supreme Court hearing
on a plea by St Stephen’s
College, one of the varsi-

ty’s constituent colleges,
against a Delhi High
Court order on admis-
sions.

The high court had di-
rected the college to fol-
low the varsity’s admis-
sion policy, according to
which 100 per cent weigh-
tage has to be given to the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-
2022 score while granting
admissions to non-minor-
ity students in undergrad-
uate courses.

St Stephen’s College,
however, wants to give 85
per cent weightage to
CUET and 15 per cent to
interviews for admitting
students across cate-
gories. According to the
detailed schedule released
by the university, the first
seat allocation list was to

be announced on Tuesday.
“The varsity will now
issue the list on
Wednesday,” an official
told PTI.

The university began
the admission process for
over 70,000 seats last
month.

This year, Delhi
University is admitting
students through CUET
scores instead of their
Class 12 marks. On
September 12, the univer-
sity released the CSAS, its
admission-cum-allocation
policy.

Admission through the
CSAS is being conducted
in three phases — submis-
sion of the application
form, selection of pro-
grammes and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission.

UG ASMISSION

DU defers first seat allocation to today

IIttaannaaggaarr,,  OOcctt  1188  ((PPTTII))::  The
Indian Army is celebrating the
diamond jubilee of the Battle of
Walong which is as an example
of bravery and sacrifice made
by the bravehearts of the force
in the face of Chinese aggres-
sion in 1962. Sixty years ago
the Indian Army gave a “bloody
nose” to the Chinese in the
Battle of Walong, Tezpur-based
Defence spokesperson Lt Col
AS Walia said in a statement.
“The Indian Army launched its
only counterattack during the
war to stall the advancing
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
soldiers. The bravehearts of
Indian Army held back the
Chinese troops for 27 days,
which forced them to deploy its
reserve division from Tawang

to Walong. “Outnumbered and
with little ammunition and no
resource of any kind, the
valiant troops continued to
hold their ground in a classic
example of fighting till last
man, last round,” the state-
ment said. This saga of valour
and sacrifice serves as a tale of
inspiration for generations to
come, it added. The month-
long celebrations which are
aligned with the operations
and events as it occurred in
between October and
November 1962, would include
lectures on the Battle of
Walong at Army War College
Mhow, Defence Services Staff
College Wellington and in
Kolkata, the statement said.
The event was inaugurated at
Walong in Anjaw district of
Arunachal Pradesh by General
Officer Commanding of Spear
Corps on Monday.

Army celebrates diamond
jubilee of key battle

 During Chinese
aggression



Re-elected 
VViijjaayyaawwaaddaa:: D Raja of Tamil
Nadu has been re-elected as
general secretary of the
Communist Party of India.
He was unanimously chosen
for the post, for a second
consecutive term, at the
CPI's 24th national congress
that concluded here on
Tuesday. The congress also
elected a 11-member
national secretariat that
included D Raja, K
Narayana, Atul Kumar
Anjan, Amarjeet Kaur,
Kanam Rajendran, B K
Kango, Binoy Viswam,
Pallab Sengupta, Azeez
Pasha, Rama Krushna Panda
and Nagendranath Ojha.

Special services 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Railways
on Tuesday notified 32
additional special servic-
es for the festival season,
for the convenience of rail
travellers and to clear
extra rush of passengers.
Currently, Indian Railways
is running 2,561 trips of
211 special trains (in
pairs) till Chhath Puja this
year. Special Trains have
been planned to connect
major destinations across
the country on railway
routes, like Darbhanga,
Azamgarh, Saharsa,
Bhagalpur, Muzaffarpur,
Firozpur, Patna, Katihar
and Amritsar.

Stabbed 
MMuummbbaaii:: A 24-year-old
man was found stabbed
to death near a railway
track in Kurla area of the
city on Tuesday, police
said. The body of the man
was found close to the
railway track near the
Government Railway
Police's office in the
afternoon, an official said.

Evicted
CChheennnnaaii:: Leader of the
Opposition K Palaniswami
and his AIADMK legisla-
tors were evicted from
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Tuesday for disrupting
the House proceedings by
causing commotion aim-
ing to coerce Speaker M
Appavu to take up an
issue concerning their
party. Former Chief
Minister O
Panneerselvam, who
heads the rival AIADMK
faction, remained calmly
seated next to
Palaniswami when the
latter along with his sup-
porters created a ruckus.

Approve
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has approved set-
ting up of four zila sainik
boards or district soldier
boards in as many dis-
tricts of the national capi-
tal, a move that will bene-
fit about 77,000 ex-ser-
vicemen and their fami-
lies, officials at LG's sec-
retariat said on Tuesday.
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Navy personnel perform mock bomb
explosion during the 12th edition of
DefExpo, in Ahmedabad, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Calling the global com-
munity to work faster to
"eliminate safe havens" for
terrorists, criminals and
the corrupt, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said when the "forces of
good cooperate, the forces of
crime cannot operate".

Inaugurating the 90th
General Assembly of
Interpol, the prime minis-
ter warned about the harm-
ful globalised threats that
the world faces -- terrorism,
corruption, drug traffick-
ing, poaching and organ-
ised crime.

"The pace of change of
these dangers is faster than
earlier. When threats are
global, the response cannot
be just local! It is high time
that the world comes to-
gether to defeat these

threats," Modi said.
The prime minister re-

leased a commemorative
postage stamp and a Rs 100
coin to mark the 90th
General Assembly. He was
welcomed at the venue by
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Interpol President Ahmed
Naser Al Raisi and
Secretary General Jurgen
Stock. Prime Minister Modi
was introduced to the
Executive Committee by
the Interpol president.

In his address to the gath-
ering of 195 member coun-
tries of Interpol which in-
cluded a delegation of
Pakistan led by its Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Director General Mohsin
Butt, the prime minister
said India has been combat-
ing trans-national terror-
ism for several decades.

"Long before the world
woke up to it, we knew the
price of safety and security.
Thousands of our people
made the ultimate sacrifice
in this fight," he said.

Gopeshwar, Oct 18 (PTI):

The helicopter, which
crashed near Kedarnath on
Tuesday killing seven peo-
ple on board, met with the
accident hardly five-six sec-
onds after taking off from
the helipad near the
Himalayan temple.

The chopper of Aryan
Aviation Pvt Ltd hit a
hillock amid dense fog and
crashed within seconds
after taking off near
Garurchatti which is barely
two km from Kedarnath,
Manohar Singh, a security
man deployed at Kedarnath
helipad, said.

The helicopter came to
pieces as it crashed and

went up in flames, he said.
"Nothing was visible at

once due to the thick blan-
ket of fog enveloping the
area but everyone ran in
the direction from where a
huge sound of crash came,"
he said.

As the fog thinned away,
the helicopter was seen in
flames and its pieces were
scattered all over the slopes
of Garurchatti, Singh said.
Ankur Shukla, a priest who

happened to be at a distance
from the crash site at the
time of the accident, said
when he saw the flames em-
anating from a big portion
of the helicopter, he re-
alised that a serious mishap
had taken place. Shukla got
to know the details of the
crash when he returned to
Kedarpuri.

Head of Six Sigma
Healthcare firm Dr
Pradeep Bhardwaj said low

visibility caused by thick
fog appears to have been the
main cause of the accident.

Sukma, Oct 18: 

Two Naxalites, one of
the them carrying a re-
ward of Rs 1 lakh on his
head, surrendered before
the security forces in
Sukma district, police said
on Tuesday.

The unarmed Naxalites
turned themselves in be-
fore security personnel on
Monday, an official said.

The surrendered
Naxalites Ganga and
Deva, who are residents of
Gadiras area of the dis-
trict, were part of the
Dandakaranya Adivasi
Kisan Majdoor Sangthan
(DAKMS), the official said.

Ganga was carrying a
reward of Rs 1 lakh on his
head, he said. The duo quit
the banned movement, as
they were impressed by
the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment's rehabilitation poli-
cy and the district police's
campaign 'Puna Narkom'
(a term coined in local
Gondi dialect, which
means new dawn), the offi-
cial said. Financial assis-
tance and other facilities
will be provided to the duo
as per the surrender and
rehabilitation policy of
the state government, he
added.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The Congress will get its
first non-Gandhi president
in 24 years on Wednesday
after more than 9,500 votes
cast to choose between
senior leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor are count-
ed to cap the election con-
test, the sixth in its 137-
year-old history.

The counting of the
votes cast on Monday will
begin at 10 am on
Wednesday at the AICC
headquarters here.

While Kharge is consid-
ered the firm favourite
with his perceived proxim-
ity to the Gandhis and a
large number of senior
leaders backing him,

Tharoor has pitched him-
self as the candidate of
change. The process of
bringing all the ballot
boxes from the 68 polling
booths set up across the
country by the party will
be completed by Tuesday.
The sealed boxes will be
kept in a "strong room" at
the party headquarter. The
sealed ballot boxes will be
opened before the candi-
dates' agents and the votes
will be mixed repeatedly
as they are added from
various boxes. Congress
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry has expressed sat-
isfaction with the party's
presidential polls process,
saying it was "free, fair
and transparent".

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Tuesday carried
out raids in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh in connection
with a case registered to
probe the "emerging
nexus" between terrorists,
gangsters and drug smug-
glers.

The raids were carried
out at 50 places which cov-

ered residences of noted
gangsters, officials said.
The NIA had registered
the case on August 26 after
it identified some of the
"most desperate gang lead-
ers and their associates
based in India and abroad"
who were spearheading
and carrying out terror
and criminal activities.

On September 12, the
agency had conducted
raids in Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi after
taking over cases from the
Delhi Police. Those cov-
ered under the raids also
included gangsters in-
volved in the murder of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.

Chennai, Oct 18 (PTI):

A panel that probed
the circumstances
leading to former
Chief Minister J

Jayalalithaa's death in 2016
indicted V K Sasikala, the
confidante of the late
leader, and the Tamil Nadu
government on Tuesday
said it would initiate action
after getting legal opinion.

The panel's report, that
was tabled by the state gov-
ernment in the Assembly
on Tuesday also

indicted former Health
Minister C Vijayabaskar,
medical doctor K S
Sivakumar (Sasikala's rela-
tive) and the then Health
Secretary J
Radhakrishnan and rec-
ommended a probe against
all the four persons. The

Justice A
A r u m u g h a s w a m y
Commission of Inquiry
(CoI) said, they "have to be
found fault with and inves-
tigation is to be ordered."
Sasikala is indicted consid-
ering several aspects, it
said. The government said

that considering the CoI's
disagreement on certain
aspects vis-a-vis the AIIMS
doctors committee's report,
"it was decided to initiate
appropriate action" against
"certain individuals," after
obtaining the opinion of
legal experts.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (PTI): 

World Cup winner Roger Binny
was on Tuesday elected as the
36th president of the BCCI,
taking over from Sourav
Ganguy to run the world's
richest cricket board but the
sports body's AGM concluded
without any discussion on the
ICC Chairmanship.
Binny, 67, was elected unop-
posed at the BCCI AGM
(Annual general Meeting) here
alongside Jay Shah, who was
re-elected as the secretary for
a second successive term.
The other office bearers who
were elected unopposed
included treasurer Ashish
Shelar, vice-president Rajeev
Shukla and joint secretary

Devjit Saikia.
Binny, who played 27 Tests
and 72 ODIs for India, takes
charge ahead of the ODI World
Cup in India next year.
However, the issue of the
chairmanship of International
Cricket Council (ICC)
remained unsettled and the
new set of office bearers will
take a call on the issue.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The government on
Tuesday hiked the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
of six rabi crops by up to 9
per cent, with Rs 110 per
quintal increase for wheat

crop to boost domestic pro-
duction and farmers' in-
come. Wheat MSP has
been raised by 5.45 per
cent to Rs 2,125 per quintal
from Rs 2,015 per quintal
to encourage more area
under the crop amid tight
government stock position
owing to low procurement,
fall in production and
higher exports. The deci-

sion to increase the MSP
of rabi crops for 2023-24
marketing year was taken
at a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said in a
media briefing.

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Assets worth more than Rs 185
crore of a Chandigarh-based
pharmaceutical company have
been attached under the anti-
money laundering law in connec-
tion with a case of alleged bank
loan fraud, the Enforcement
Directorate said Tuesday.
Buildings, plant and machinery of
the company, Surya
Pharmaceuticals Ltd., and some
linked entities have been attached
after a provisional order was
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
The money laundering case stems
from two CBI FIRs -- filed on the
complaint of State Bank of India
(SBI), Chandigarh and Punjab and
Sind Bank, Karnal -- against the
company, its managing director
Rajiv Goyal and others for
"defrauding" the banks to the
tune of Rs 828 crore, the federal
agency said in a statement.

Pak silent on 
whereabouts of

Dawood, Masood
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Chief of Pakistan's
Federal Investigation
Agency Mohsin Butt chose
to remain silent when con-
fronted with questions from
the media here on Tuesday
about fugitive terrorists
Dawood Ibrahim and Hafiz
Saeed - suspected to be safe-
ly cocooned in his country.

Butt, who is in the nation-
al capital to attend the 90th
General Assembly of
Interpol, apparently avoid-
ed, till the last minute, enter-
ing the plenary hall at the
Pragati Maidan, the event
venue that was swarming
with reporters looking for a
statement from him on the
whereabouts of the most-
wanted terrorists.

Aircraft test 
landed at Donyi

Polo Airport
Itanagar, Oct 18 (PTI) 

An aircraft of a private
airlines was succesfully
test landed at the newly
constructed Donyi Polo
airport in Arunachal
Pradesh near here on
Tuesday scripting a new
chapter in the country's
aviation history.

The airport after it is
commissioned will be the
first in Arunachal
Pradesh, the eastern most
state of the country, and
bring it to the aviation
map of the country. The
Lilabari airport, which is
closest to the state capital,
is located about 80 km
away in North Lakhimpur
district of Assam.

INTERPOL MEET

‘Eliminate safe havens for terrorists’
̈ PM appeals 

international 
community 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with INTERPOL President Ahmed
Naser Al-Raisi during the 90th General Assembly of INTERPOL, at
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday urged the Interpol to
speed up Red Corner Notices against fugitive offenders to help
eliminate safe haves for the terrorists, corrupt and criminals. Red
Notices are issued by Interpol to locate a fugitive who has fled the
country where he is wanted. A member country can arrest or deport
an individual against whom such a notice is circulated by Interpol.
Nearly 778 Red Notices issued by India are active, of which 205 are
by the CBI against fugitives like Dawood Ibrahim, his aide Chhota
Shakeel, terrorist Masood Azhar, Hafiz Saeed, and economic
offenders like Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi among others.

‘Speed up Red Corner Notices process’
Govt hikes wheat MSP by Rs 110 to Rs 2,125/quintal
̈ 2-9 % rise in MSP

of six rabi crops

Two Naxalites surrender
before security forces

The unarmed Naxalites turned
themselves in before security
personnel on Monday. The sur-
rendered Naxalites Ganga and
Deva, who are residents of
Gadiras area of the district,
were part of the Dandakaranya
Adivasi Kisan Majdoor
Sangthan (DAKMS).Ganga was
carrying a reward of Rs 1 lakh
on his head.

About surrender
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Chopper crashed within seconds after takeoff
̈ Says security

guard deployed
at Kedarnath
helipad

A broken part of the helicopter which crashed near Garud Chatti
while carrying pilgrims, near Kedarnath in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

Teams of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) and aviation
regulator DGCA will be prob-
ing the helicopter crash near
Kedarnath in Uttarakhand
that killed seven pilgrims on
Tuesday, according to a sen-
ior official. The operator of
the ill-fated helicopter -
Aryan Aviation - had come
under the regulatory scan-
ner and was fined Rs 5 lakh
recently by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for certain viola-
tions. The senior DGCA offi-
cial said the teams of AAIB
and DGCA have already left
for the site.

AAIB, DGCA teams 
to probe

AL-QAIDA TERROR MODULE CASEKHARGE VS THAROOR

NIA carries out raids

in three states
̈ To probe nexus

between terrorists,
gangsters, drug
smugglers

DIWALI SHOPPING

A customer looks at a decorative item displayed for sale at a shop, ahead of the
Diwali festival, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

Cong to get non-Gandhi prez today
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H TN panel indicts Sasikala, govt to act

In this file photo dated Dec. 6, 2016, V Sasikala, a close aide of
Tamil Nadu's former CM Jayaram Jayalalithaa, near her mortal
remains, in Chennai.

Roger Binny is new
BCCI president

CAA rules
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

The Union home min-
istry has been granted
yet another extension by
the Parliamentary
Committees on
Subordinate Legislation
in the Rajya Sabha and
the Lok Sabha to frame
the rules of the
C i t i z e n s h i p
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
sources said on Tuesday.

While the permission
has been granted from
the Rajya Sabha till
December 31, 2022, the
Lok Sabha has granted
the time till January 9,
2023.
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Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Inspired by the ambi-
tious Godhan Nyay Yojna
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the SHgs
working at Gauthans are
producing several useful
and decorative items also.
This Diwali, the women of
a Self Help Group have
made fusion Deep Rangoli
from cow dung to light up
and decorate the houses.
Bhilai based SHG- Udaan
Nayi Disha is manufactur-
ing various decorative
products like Floating
Diyas, Bandhanwars,
Mobile Stands, Hanging
Showpieces from cow
dung. On Tuesday, the
women of this group pre-
sented fusion deep-rangoli
made of cow dung to
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena and wished
him a very happy Diwali
in advance. On this occa-
sion, the Collector said
that the women of the
group have created other
decorative products which

are of quality, beauty and
excellence in every sense.
He said that with hard
work and unity at the local
level, the women of the
group have created amaz-
ing items, which will
prove useful to meet the
needs of the market. Nidhi
Chandrakar, President of
the group said that the
products of the group have
a good demand in the big
cities like Noida and Pune
in different states of the
country. She informed that
the products made by the
group are being sent for
sale to other parts of the
country including
Rajasthan, Gujarat, West
Bengal and Chhattisgarh.
It is often seen that there is
a lack of space for making
Rangoli in big cities, so the
women have made such
Rangolis, which can be
kept on the door, table or
courtyard of the house.
Lamps are also there on
this Rangoli which en-
hances the beauty and util-
ity of this product.

Decorate your house 
with fusion Deep-Rangoli 

SHGs use cow dung to produce innovative items for festival 

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

The eco friendly diyas
made from cow dung are
among the high-demand
products this Diwali. Such
diyas are being prepared
in Godhan Nyay Centers
of Bhilai also. This prod-
uct is recognized for its
unique quality and beauty.

Lamps are being pro-
duced in Godhan Nyay
Center and Gauthan of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation. For the past
few years, people have
been showing interest in
eco-friendly diyas to illu-
minate their houses. The
SHGs are getting orders
for Diyas and sales have

also begun. The demand
for Diya is so high that it is
being sold immediately.
The cow dung diyas are
being produced by Jeevan
Jyoti and Shiv Shakti
Mahila Groups in urban
Gauthan. They are also
using machines for mak-
ing lamps to ensure ample
supply against the market
demand. Poonam Sahu, a
woman involved in Diya
production, said that they
have sold a large number
of Diyas and are working
to supply this product
against the pending or-
ders. They had received
500 orders from Surya
Vihar colony, 1200 Diyas
order from Raipur, 300

Diyas orders from Risali
and Gandhi Nagar. An
order of 150 diyas has
been received from the
school also. Apart from
this, people are continu-
ously reaching the
Gauthan to buy diyas.
Decorative lamps made
from cow dung are also
being prepared. Due to its
attractive colours, quality
and traditional impor-
tance, the demand of
Godhan Diyas is increas-
ing day by day. This diya is
completely eco friendly
which can also be used as
compost later on.

Mohan Pandey, a cus-
tomer, said that it is better
to use Godhan Diya in-

stead of Chinese lamps.
“We should go for locally
produced products which
have cultural importance
too. By using such prod-
ucts, we can connect the
traditional festivals with
nature”, he said. Somesh
Nishad, who came to
Khursipar to buy Diyas,
said that he bought eco-
friendly Diyas made of
Godhan for the festival.

Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas have directed
the women of self-help
groups to maintain the
quality of the Diyas and
have also appealed to the
people to use eco-friendly
diyas for this festival.

Eco friendly diyas among high-demand products this Diwali

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Christian College of
Engineering and
Technology (CCET), wel-
comed the 25th Batch

of Engineering
Graduates to the College
Campus on Tuesday. This
Orientation programme
was conducted with an
objective to introduce
newly admitted students
to the campus and help
them to get familiarize
with the new environ-
ment. It also aimed for the
newly admitted students
to create awareness about
engineering education
and their chosen fields.

Programme started
with lighting of tradition-
al lamp followed by the
welcome speech by
College Principal Dr

Dipali Soren. She moti-
vated students by high-
lighting the unique fea-
tures of CCET. She also
highlighted the facilities,
different student friendly
programmes. Campus se-
lection and placement is

another attractive point
to every students, at
CCET, there is a Training
and Placement cell,
which organised a cam-
pus placement on October
14. College Executive vice
Chairman Rev Fr Dr PS

Varghese, in his presiden-
tial address reminded the
students that “Pain is not
pain when we have a pur-
pose in our life.” Further
he motivated the students
with the following words:
“Every student must

work hard to fulfil their
dreams. One has to follow
their dream to be a suc-
cessful person who would
be able to contribute back
to the society with their
capabilities.”

All the departmental
HODs gave the outlook
and briefed the related
fields of their branches.
First Year In charge Dr
Preeti Nand Kumar wel-
comed the students, gave
an overview of whole col-
lege, its history and
briefs of 1st year course
curriculum and subject
details. Students visited
the entire college, its lab-
oratories, library and
workshop. Regular class-
es will start from October
19, however, admission
will continue till October
25.

CCET conducts orientation 
programme for first year engineering students

Bhilai, Oct 18: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Modex
Unit, Bar & Rod Mill has
once again created a new
shift record. SAIL-Bhilai’s
Modex unit, Bar & Rod Mill
recorded best ever shift
record on October 17, 2022.
As many as 462 billets (966
T) in 10MM TMT bars were
rolled in B shift on October

17, 2022, surpassing the pre-
vious best record of 449 bil-
lets (929 T) on February 08,
2022. Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) congratulated the
entire BRM team for the
record-breaking perform-
ance. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
alongwith the Senior man-

agement of BSP has con-
gratulated the entire BRM
team and its supporting de-
partments for the record-
breaking performance. SN
Tripathi, Ashish, KK
Thakur, Sameer Pandey
and Shikhar Tiwary,
General Managers from
BRM were present on the
occasion.

Bar & Rod Mill creates
new production record

Bhilai, Oct 18: 

Additional Secretary
& Financial Advisor,
MOS Sukriti Likhi visit-
ed Bhilai Steel Plant on
Tuesday. G Sarathy Raja,
Deputy Secretary (Steel)
accompanied Likhi on
her visit to Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Executive Directors wel-
comed Likhi and G
Sarathy Raja, Deputy
Secretary (Steel) at
Bhilai Niwas. Likhi and
G Sarathy Raja, Deputy
Secretary (Steel) also
planted saplings at
Bhilai Niwas. At the out-
set, Likhi visited Safety
Excellence Centre,
where she was given a
briefing on Safety.
Anirban Dasgupta,

Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) were present
during Likhi’s Plant
visit. She went to Coke
Oven Battery # 11, fol-

lowed by steel making
operations in Bhilai’s
Modex units, Blast
Furnace 8 and Steel
Melting Shop 3, followed
by a visit to Modex Unit,

Universal Rail Mill in
Bhilai, where the world’s
longest rails are rolled
out. She also witnessed
rolling of plates in Plate
Mill.

She attended an
overview presentation
on Bhilai Steel Plant and
had a meeting with
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) at
Ispat Bhavan. G Sarathy
Raja, Deputy Secretary
(Steel), AK Bhatta, ED
(MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS) & Senior offi-
cers of Plant were pres-
ent on the occasion. She
also visited other places
as per her schedule.

Addl Secy & Financial Advisor, MOS Sukriti Likhi visits BSP PM-KISAN improving financial condition of farmers: Vijay Baghel
Bhilai, Oct 18: PM Kisan
Samman Sammelan was
held at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra in Anjora.
Addressing the gathering,
MP Vijay Baghel said that
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) is an important
scheme of Government of
India which was launched
in the Rabi season of the
year 2018. The farmer re-
ceives 6000 rupees per year
in three installments and
this assistance amount
comes directly to the bank
account every four months
in installments of Rs 2000.
The installments have
been released and now the
farmers are likely to get
the 9th installment soon.
This scheme has helped a
lot in improving the eco-
nomic condition of farm-
ers. At the outset, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
speech on issues of farm-
ers was streamed live.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that several big
steps have been taken to
make farmers more pros-
perous. India has become
a country to make crores
of farmers prosperous. An
installment of Rs 16,000
crore has been transferred
directly to the bank ac-
counts of farmers before
Diwali. With lesser effort,
farmers are increasing

their yields by using new
technology. Youth are also
getting attracted towards
farming. Today, quality
fertilisers are being pro-
vided through One Nation-
One Fertilizer initiative.
Before 2014, farmers had
to struggle to get fertilizer
and urea. The fertilizers
were sold in black market.
But the BJP government
curbed black marketing.
The urea was supplied as
per the requirements. Now
with technology advance-

ment, the fertilisers are
available in bottles and
small packets which are
equivalent to sacks of tra-
ditional fertilisers. With
the passage of time, even
the smaller plots of land
are being used for agricul-
ture. New technology and
scientific means are being
adopted to increase the
yields. Best seeds have
been given to the farmers.

On this occasion, Dr
Col NP Dakshinakar,
Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Sanjay Shakya, Sangeeta
Sahu (Sarpanch Anjora),
Dr Vikas Khuthe,
Lokmani Chandrakar,
Prakash Chandrakar, Dr
SK Thapak, Dr Nisha
Sharma, Dr Rajkumar
gadhpayle, Dr Dilip
Chaudhary and hun-
dreds of farmers were
present.

Bhilai, Oct 18: On
Monday, a seminar on con-
tagious diseases (infection)
was organized at
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Government
Medical College under
Infection Prevention Week.
In this program, Dr Umesh
Khurana said that doctors,
nurses and sanitation
workers and citizens can
be saved from these infec-
tions by vaccinating
against rare diseases like
Covid-19, Hepatitis B and
Influenza. In this sequence,
the experts stated that after

the epidemic of Covid-19,
the general public has also
started to understand the
importance of cleanliness
of the physical and sur-
rounding environment and
used masks, sanitizers and
gloves in large quantities
for protection. They said
that to prevent contagious
diseases, a person should
wash hands with soap or
using alcohol-based sani-
tizer for 20 seconds. Apart
from this, by taking pre-
cautions while coughing
and sneezing, covid, in-
fluenza and many diseases

of the respiratory system
can be avoided. At the same
time, the spread of infec-
tion can be prevented by
sending infected items in
designated red, blue, yel-
low, white and black boxes
for disposal. The program
was coordinated by Dr
Richa Tigga, Dr Rashmika
Dave and Dr P Anusha.
The Dean, Hospital
Superintendent, all Heads
of Departments and other
medical teachers partici-
pated in this event organ-
ized by the Department of
Microbiology.

Seminar on contagious diseases held at CCM CollegeSSBIF incubation centre to get
Rs 1 cr Startup India Seed Fund

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1188:: Some select startups
operating from the Shri Shankaracharya
Business Incubator Foundation (SSBIF)
will now be eligible for a financial assis-
tance of up to Rs 5 lakh as the SSBIF has
been selected under the Startup India
Seed Fund Scheme of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. The SSBIF is
the first Incubator in Chhattisgarh to get
a fund of Rs 1 crore. Under this scheme,
the SSBIF Confederation can support
innovative startups, turning them around
as successful business ventures. The
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs has
launched the Start-up India Seed Fund
Scheme (SISFS) with an outlay of ?945
crore to provide financial assistance to
startups for the proof of concept, proto-

type development, product trials, mar-
ket entry, and commercialisation. “The
fund will support an estimated 3,600
entrepreneurs through 300 incubators in
the next four years. Easy availability of
capital is essential for entrepreneurs.
Funding from angel investors and ven-
ture capital firms becomes available to
startups only after the proof of concept
is provided. Similarly, banks provide
loans only to asset-backed applicants,”
said SSBIF Director Dr PB Deshmukh &
CEO Dr Siddhartha Choubey.  Referring
the eligibility criteria, he said a startup,
recognised by the DPIIT, should have
been incorporated for no more than two
years and must have a business idea to
develop a product or a service with a
market fit, viable commercialisation, and
scope of scaling. Preference would be
given to startups offering innovative
solutions in sectors such as social
impact, waste management, water man-
agement, financial inclusion, education,
agriculture, food processing, biotechnol-
ogy, healthcare, energy, mobility,
defence, space, railways, oil and gas,
textiles and etc. The startup should not
have got more than Rs 10 lakh under any
other Central or State scheme.
Shareholding by Indian promoters in the
startup should be at least 51%, he said.

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1188::  

Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
inspected Swami Atmanand
Government English School
(SAGES) at Shri Ram Chowk in
Khursipar. He oversaw the
construction work as per the
drawing and design. 

Ekansh Banchor, MiC mem-
ber and in-charge of the Public
Works Department, was espe-
cially present during the
inspection. The Mayor said
that the construction work of
the school building should be
completed soon while main-
taining expected quality. 

He inquired about the
strength set for the Atmanand
School and took stock of the
important development works
being done in the Khursipar
area. It needs to be mentioned
here that with the initiative of
MLA Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, a two sto-

ried building is being con-
structed in Swami Atmanand
School premises at Shri Ram
Chowk. Library, laboratory,
principal room, staff room and
11 class rooms are being con-
structed. There will be sepa-
rate toilets for boys and girls. 

The building is being con-
structed at a cost of Rs 1.19
crore. The entire structure of
the building is completed and
only a few works are left.
Apart from this, tiles, plaster,
putty, painting, electrification
have been done in all the

rooms in the old school build-
ing. Toilets, septic tanks and
renovation of existing rooms
have also been done. Seven
new rooms have been con-
structed on the first floor. The
work of four phases has been
completed and the work of the
last phase is in progress. 

Mayor has asked the offi-
cers to complete it at the earli-
est. It is worth mentioning that
Municipal Commissioner Rohit
Vyas had recently reviewed
the progress of Atmanand
School and he had given
instructions to complete the
works of the school at the ear-
liest. 

Zone Commissioner
Amitabh Sharma, Executive
Engineer Sanjay Bagde,
Assistant Engineer Akhilesh
Chandrakar, Sub Engineers
Nitesh Meshram and
Chandrakant Sahu and others
were present.

Mayor inspects under construction SAGES building
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Raipur dominates team event in
CG Table Tennis tournament

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1188::  Raipur District
team won the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and Inter
District Table Tennis tourna-
ment championship being
organized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) defeating
Bilaspur with the score of 3-1
in Men’ category whereas
Bilaspur eves registered a 3-2
win against the host Raipur to
settle the score.

In the Under 19 Junior Boys
title, Raipur defeated Durg
with the score of 3-0 whereas
Raipur defeated Bilaspur by 3-
0 in the Under 17 title.

Similarly, Raipur defeated
Bilaspur in the Under 15 Sub
Junior Boys whereas Bilasur
Hopes team defeated Raipur
with the score of 3-1 in the
tournament here.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement issued

here, the CTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that Raipur
West MLA and Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhayaya
was chief guest of the prize
distribution ceremony whereas
CTTA President Sharad Shukla
presided over the event.

Congress Govt violating co-operative norms: BJP

Raipur, Oct 18: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday alleged that the
Congress government is vi-
olating all essential norms
in co-operative sector and
is desperate to oblige party
workers in the election
year instead of giving
rights to the Primary Co-
operative institutions.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office, the
Chief Spokesperson of
BJP and MLA Ajay

Chandrakar said that
while the Centre had creat-
ed separate ministry of co-
operative to strengthen the
sector, the ruling Congress
government is broken all
rules of co-operative sector

only to empower the
Congress leaders which
has raised question mark
on the significance of the
Co-operative committees.
While traditional rules are
abolished, the state govern-

ment has failed to come up
with the fresh regulations
and eligibility for the pub-
lic representatives in co-op-
erative institutions, he
added.

Chandrakar further al-
leged that the Gauthan
Samiti has been included
in the permanent commit-
tee which is a gross violat-
ing to the rights of
Panchayati-Raj institu-
tions. He further stated the
Panchayat office-bearers
are not been provided an
outstanding payment by
the state government
which has put them is very
pathetic condition.

BJP MLA Shivratan
Sharma also came down
heavily on the state gov-
ernment alleging corrup-
tion in rampant and in
support to his allegations,
he presented an audio clip-
ping in which a Congress
office-bearer is offering
post to the farmer in
Primary Society against
money.

State Convenor of BJP
Co-operative Cell
Sashikant Dwevedi said
that democratic set up has
been ignored as no elec-
tions have been held even
after termination of the
tenure.

ED conducts raid in house of Collector Ranu Sahu’s family

Raipur, Oct 18:
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has been active in the
state for last one week or
so and now it has broaden
its investigation. After the
last search at the resi-
dence of Collector
Raigarh Ranu Sahu, the
ED team raided her fami-
ly’s residence in Panduka
in Gariyaband district and
reaching there by 5:00 am
it started its search opera-
tion.

A 12-member team of
ED reached Panduka at
5:00 am early in the morn-
ing at the residence of
family of Collector Ranu
Sahu and conducted
search at the residence of
District Panchayat mem-
ber Laxmi Sahu and
Congress leader’s resi-
dence Shailendra Sahu.
First the family members
did not allowed the ED
team to enter, but after
some time later they were
allowed. Laxmi Sahu is
Collector Ranu Sahu’s

mother and Shailendra
Sahu is her cousin brother.

The ED team is reported
to conducted search of
documents at the resi-
dence and sources in-
formed that the family is
having a 12 acre pond in
their name in Mainpur, as
the name of the family
was there in the first reg-
istry. The search is expect-
ed to continue further and
it may have surprising
revelations.

‘Allow international flights services at
Swami Vivekananda Airport in Raipur’

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel today attend-
ed the Conference of Civil
Aviation Ministers of
States and Union
Territories as the repre-
sentative of Chhattisgarh
and reiterated the de-
mands for international
flights and a cargo hub in

Raipur.
Addressing the meeting,

presided over by Union
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia at
Vigyan Bhawan here, the
minister said that the in-
frastructure of Raipur
Airport, the length of the
runway, the capacity of
the terminal building, nav-
igation and air traffic con-
trol facilities are fully suit-
able for international air-
line operations.

He asserted that
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had already requested the

Centre through various
letters to allow interna-
tional flights and develop a
cargo hub in Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur. He had also sub-
mitted a proposal for the
hub at the 23rd meeting of
the central zonal commit-
tee. He said that there is an
urgent need to develop the
facility of cargo hub in
Chhattisgarh. Along with
this, the state also has bet-
ter prospects as there is no
cargo hub nearby.

Shri Patel stressed on
the need for developing
night landing facility at

Bilaspur airport and
added that the Bilaspur
airport has been upgraded
to 3-C VFR category by the
state government. And ap-
proval for works worth 22
crores has also been is-
sued for the development
of night landing facility.

Along with this, he said
that due to low visibility in
bad weather passengers
have to face inconvenience
as flights are canceled or
diverted. Therefore, PBN
(Performance Based
Navigation Approach)
navigation system should
be established soon for
smooth operation of
flights at Bilaspur,
Jagdalpur and Ambikapur
airports.

The union minister as-
sured of positive action on
all the demands.
Chhattisgarh Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
was also present at the
meeting.

Demands Ch’garh

Request for setting
up of Cargo Hub at
Raipur Airport

Ch’garh Sports and
Youth Welfare
Minister Umesh
Patel attends Civil
Aviation Ministers’
conference of all
states and UTs in
Delhi

In Panduka under
Gariyaband district

ED team conducts search in
CHiPS office
After the raid at the family’s
residence of Collector Ranu
Sahu in Panduka in
Gariyaband, ED team con-
ducted search in the office of

Chhattisgarh Infotech Promotion Society (CHiPS) here in the
afternoon. Around 9 officials of ED reached CHiPS office in
three cars and none were allowed to enter inside the office till
the search continued. It is notable here that CEO of CHiPS
Sameer Bishoni has already taken on remand by ED for 8 days
earlier.

DDuurrgg:: After the search at the
residence of Collector Ranu
Sahu’s mother in Panduka of
Gariyaband district, the ED
team raided the house of
Asst. Commissioner Tribal

Development Deparmtent  -
Maya Varier, in Chouhan
Town, Junwani in Bhilai. The
team reached in the morning
hours and jawans were posted
outside the house to deny
entry to anyone.

It is notable here that Maya
Varier is posted as Project
administrator, in-Charge

Asst. Commissioner in the
Integrated Tribal
Development Project. It is
worthwhile to mention here
that after posting of Collector
Ranu Sahu in Korba, Maya
Varier was transferred and
since then she is posted in the
same district. There are
charges of massive unwanted
expenditure from DMF fund
during Ranu Sahu’s term in
Korba against her. ED has tar-
getted Mining and DMF in
Korba and it is for this reason
that search was conducted in
the house of Maya Varier.

ED also raids house of Asst. Comm Tribal Devp Deptt

People
Representatives
denied rights 

Transport facility centres being opened in Ch’garh at a rapid pace
Raipur, Oct 18: To enhance
and expand transport-relat-
ed services and to provide
near-the-home services, the
transport department is
opening transport facility
centres in Chhattisgarh.
Under this, 219 transport fa-
cility centres have been
started in the state so far.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has announced to
start 1000 Transport
Facility Centers across the
state to expand transport-re-
lated services. People will
no longer need to visit
unauthorized agents for
transport-related services.
Opening these facility cen-
tres has a dual benefit, one
is that transport-related fa-

cilities will be available to
people near their homes
and the other is that they
will help in employment
generation for about 5 thou-
sand youths.

Under this, the establish-
ment of transport facility
centres across the state is
going on at a rapid pace
under the guidance of
Transport Minister
Mr.Mohammad Akbar. So
far 219 transport facility
centres have been estab-
lished across the state.
These include the starting
of 32 transport facility cen-
tres under the District
Transport Office in Raipur,
4 in Kanker, 12 in
Rajnandgaon and 9 in

Raigarh. Similarly, 14 trans-
port facilities have been
started under District
Transport Office in
Mahasamund, 18 in
Dhamtari, 18 in Janjgir-
Champa, 8 in Jagdalpur, 2 in
Baikunthpur, 6 in
Ambikapur, 10 in Surajpur,
9 in Kondagaon, 14 in
Kabirdham, 13 in
Gariyaband, 8 in Sukma, 3
in Balrampur, 4 in Jashpur,
2 in Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, 9 in Korba, 7 in
Mungeli, 12 in Balodabazar-
Bhatapara and 5 in Balod.

Applicants only need to
pay the prescribed fees at
the facility centres

According to the informa-
tion received from the

Transport Department, the
Transport Facility Center
can be authorized to issue a
learning license under the
notification published in
the Gazette of the
Government of India. The
guidelines also prescribe
the charges for various
services at the Transport
Facility Centers.

As per the issued guide-
lines, Rs.100 service charge
for filling online application
form, Rs.50 for the online
fee/tax payment to
Transport Department (for
each one thousand rupees
or part thereof), and Rs.50
for a learning license.
Charges for scanning, com-
pressing and uploading (per

page) of the required docu-
ments are Rs.5 and the
printout charges (per page)
for complete documents is
Rs.5 per page.

No longer need to visit
unauthorised agents

These transport facility
centres will be starting in
the interest of the general
public in the state. In lack of
information, a large num-
ber of people visit unautho-
rized agents for transport-
related services. This
process takes more time
and sometimes they have to
suffer financial loss as well.
There will be no longer a
need to visit unauthorized
agents for transport-related
services.

‘Poshan badi’ comes as boon for Anganwadi children

Bijapur, Oct 18: In the
Anganwadi center of sec-
tor Bhairamgarh, sector
Mirtur in Phoolgatta
Patelpara, last year July-
August, 2020, under
‘Green Bijapur Fruit
Bijapur’, nutrition-badi
is to be constructed in all
the Anganwadi centers of
the sector level.
Nutrition-badi was pre-
pared by Anganwadi
workers and assistants at

Anganwadi center
Phoolgatta Patelpara.
Cleaning is also being
done in front of the cen-
ter. Beans/Barbatti,
Bottle gourd and season-
al, local vegetables are
being produced in the nu-

trition-wadi of
Anganwadi centre. In
which supplementary
nutritional food and cen-
trally grown green
spinach vegetables are
also being prepared and
given along with hot

food. Along with other
vegetables and vegeta-
bles produced from these
nutrition-badis are used.
By which children get
the necessary protein.
Along with this, fruit
trees have also been
planted in Poshan Badi.
Worker and Sector
Supervisor Smt. Butki
Maurya also takes care of
the nutrition badi at the
Anganwadi level. Along
with this, the beneficiar-
ies registered in the cen-
ter should also be told
about the importance of
nutrition badi and its
maintenance after con-
struction of nutrition

body, the nutritional qual-
ity available from greens
and vegetables used in it.

Anganwadi workers
and assistants are work-
ing smoothly every day in
providing nutritious food
to the beneficiaries. Due
to which children and
beneficiary coming to
Anganwadi center are
being fed nutritious
green vegetables regular-
ly, so that they get physi-
cal development and
proper nutrition. And
the beneficiary is also
being advised by the
worker assistant to pre-
pare a nutrition 
standard.

One miscreant arrested for threatening with knife
Jagdalpur, Oct 18: In
Sanjay Market of Bastar
district headquarters, a
young man, Dilip Rawat,
22 years old resident of
Nayamunda Tiranga
Chowk, was threatening
with a knife by pointing
out to the people coming
there. As soon as the in-
formation was received,
the Kotwali police arrest-
ed the accused. Kotwali
police station in-charge
Eman Sahu said that a
crook has been arrested
in the city with a button
knife. The police had re-
ceived information that a
miscreant was intimidat-
ing the people who came

to the area by illegally car-
rying button knives in
Sanjay Market. After
which a team was formed
immediately and sent for
action.

After reaching Sanjay
Market, the police team
identified  a suspicious
person and he was caught
under siege. On interroga-
tion, the accused dis-

closed his name as Dilip
Rawat, aged 22 years, R/o
Nayamunda Tiranga
Chowk. A button knife
was recovered from his
possession and confiscat-
ed. A case of section 25
Arms Act was registered
against the accused. After
the arrest, the accused
was sent on judicial re-
mand.

CAMS president honours former CM

Raipur, Oct 16: Chhath
Mahaparv Aayojan
Samiti (CMAS)
Mahadev Ghat Raipur
President Rajesh Kumar
Singh and Member
Ravindra Singh hon-
oured former Chief
Minister and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Vice
President Dr Raman
Singh at Jainam Manas
Bhavan in Raipur city
on the occasion of his
70th birthday, on
Saturday.

The members of the
CMAS felicitated Dr
Raman Singh with 70
kilogramme ‘Gajmala’
on the occasion.

They also prayed for
his long life. Muktinath

Pandey, Sunil
Singh, Amit
S i n g h ,
R a m v i l a s
S i n g h ,
A m a r j e e t
S i n g h ,
S a t y e n d r a
Singh Gautam,
Brijesh Singh,
Jayant Singh,
Santosh Singh,
R a m k u m a r
Singh, Maheep
Singh, Saroj
S i n g h ,
K a n h a i y a
S i n g h
J a i p r a k a s h
Singh and
other mem-
bers of the

Samiti were also present
on the occasion.

KTUJMC students taken on educational tour 

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh government
has organised a 4 days in-
ternational Agri carnival
2022 from Oct 14 to 17 in
Agriculture Collage
ground, Indira Gandhi
agriculture University,
Labhandi Raipur.

Department of advertis-
ing and public relations of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism

and Mass Communication
(KTUJMC), Kathadih,
Raipur participated in
International Agri
Carnival-2022. For promot-
ing the agricultural carni-
val through various medi-
um and imparting mean-
ingful information to the
masses, the students made
serious efforts.

It was under the guid-
ance of Head of the de-
partment (HoD) doctor
Ashutosh Mandavi and
Associate Prof. Shailendra
Khandelwal, an education
tour was organised in a

manner where students
can perform their practi-
cal work of public rela-
tions and advertising.
Under the supervision of
Asst. Prof. Chaitali
Pandey guided the stu-
dents for field work and es-
tablish coordination be-
tween institutions and stu-
dents. Students of MA
(APR) shoot the photos
and video in order to make
documentary, interviews
of various farmers about
government agriculture
policies and their benefits.
Surveys were conducted

whether farmers get bene-
fitted from government ad-
vertisement or not. Video
bytes of farmers and stalls
were recorded for their
suggestions on agriculture
carnivals. In this carnival
18 countries scientist, in-
ternational and national
level institutional direc-
tors like International
Rice Research
Institutions, NABARD,
agriculture scientist, vari-
ous agriculture products
manufacturers company
seniors officer, participat-
ed in this carnival.

State Govt committed to provide benefit
of 32% reservation to tribals: Baghel

Raipur, Oct 18: A delega-
tion of Adivasi Samaj met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here late on Monday
and discussed the reserva-
tion issue in detail.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Baghel assured
the MPs, ministers,
MLAs, and public repre-
sentatives of the Adivasi
Samaj that the state gov-
ernment is committed to
providing the benefit of 32
per cent reservation to the
tribals in Chhattisgarh

and all necessary steps
are being taken in this re-
gard.

“There will be no loss of
any kind to the reserved
category in the state and
ensuring this is among
our topmost priorities.
Firstly, we will move to
the Supreme Court re-
garding this matter. The
state government is work-
ing consciously to protect
the rights of tribals pro-
vided in the Constitution.
The government is taking
all the necessary steps so
the tribal society need not
be worried at all”, said
Chief Minister.

During the discussion
with the tribals, Shri
Baghel said that the state
government is committed

to the welfare and uplift-
ment of the tribals. Our
main goal is to integrate
the tribal communities
into the mainstream of
society. All the necessary
steps will be taken keep-
ing in view the interest of
the tribals.

MP Deepak Baij, MP
Phulo devi Netam, School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Parliamentary Secretary
U.D. Minj, Shishupal Sori,
and MLAs Vinay Bhagat,
Gulab Kamro, Dr.
Lakshmi Dhruv, Rajman
Benzam, Mohit Kerketta,
Dr. Pritam Ram, and
Purushottam Kanwar and
other public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion.

‘Narayanpur secures a place among
top five aspirational districts’

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh’s insur-
gency-hit Narayanpur dis-
trict has secured its place
among the top five
Aspirational Districts
under the ‘Overall
Performance’ category in

the Champions of Change
Delta Ranking released by
NITI Aayog for the month
of August. Among the top
five districts in the overall
performance category,
Narayanpur has bagged
the fifth position.
Meanwhile, in the month-
ly delta ranking,
Narayanpur district
ranks second in the
health and nutrition cate-
gory and fourth in the ed-
ucation category.

It is worth mentioning
that remarkable work has
been done for the develop-
ment of the education, nu-

trition, and healthcare
sector in the district in
the last less than four
years under the leader-
ship of Shri Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
These efforts have also
been appreciated by the
Government of India
many times.
Underprivileged children
are getting an opportuni-
ty to study in English
medium schools with the
commencement of gov-
ernment-run Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools. On
these lines, Swami
Atmanand Hindi Medium
Schools have also started
to improve the quality of
education in Hindi medi-
um. Besides, in yet anoth-
er unique initiative, pri-
mary school children in
the aspirational districts
are being given education
in their local dialect to
keep them connected to

their roots and make their
primary education easier.

S i m i l a r l y ,
‘ M u k h y a m n a t r i
Suposhan Abhiyan’, a
brainchild of Bhupesh
Baghel, is being run in the
district for eradication of
malnutrition among chil-
dren and anemia among
adolescent girls and
women, which is yielding
positive results. Besides,
remarkable work is being
done to improve health-
care facilities in the state
with the implementation
of schemes like
‘Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic’, ‘Dai-Didi
Clinic’, ‘Mukhyamantri
Slum Swasthya Yojana’,
‘Hamar Lab’, ‘Malaria
Mukt Bastar’ and
‘Malaria Mukt
Chhattisgarh Yojana’, ‘Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Yojana’ and
‘Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Yojana’.

Ch’garh Govt’s big gift to pulses
growing farmers ahead of Diwali

Raipur, Oct 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday virtually
launched procurement op-
erations of Urad, Arhar,
and Moong at Minimum
Support Price (MSP) in 20
procurement centers
across the state. The move
aims to encourage farmers
to grow pulses and pro-
mote the cultivation of
pulses in the state.

“The procurement of
these crops at support
price will give a boost to
the income of farmers.
Farmers will now have the
option that they will be
able to sell Arhar, Moong
and Urad crops whereever
they get a higher price”,

said the Chief Minister.
Through Chhattisgarh

State Co-operative
Marketing Federation
Maryadit (Markfed), ‘Tuar’
and ‘Urad’ crops will be
purchased at the minimum
support price of Rs.6600
per quintal and ‘Moong’
crop at Rs.7755 per quintal.
Keeping in view the con-
venience of farmers, as
many as 20 procurement
centers have been estab-
lished in the state. ‘Urad
and Moong’ will be pro-
cured from Oct 17 to Dec16
this year while ‘Arhar’ will
be procured from March
13, 2023, to May 12, 2023.
Under this scheme, Arhar
will be procured from reg-
istered farmers at the rate
of 4 quintals per acre,
Moong 2 quintals per acre,

and Urad 3 quintals per
acre.

To avail the benefits of
the scheme, the farmers
sowing these crops should
get themselves registered
on the kisan.cg.nic.in the
portal by submitting the
photocopy of B-I, P-II,
Aadhar card, and bank
passbook along with the
loan book and application
form to the authorities con-
cerned. The registration
for the same will end on
October 31 this year.

Meanwhile, the state
government led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is taking concrete steps to
encourage farmers to
adopt sustainable agricul-
ture and modern agricul-
tural technology. For this,
farmer-friendly schemes

are being operated by the
state government at the
grassroots level. ‘Urad,
Moong, and Arhar’ crops
are also grown in good
quantity in Chhattisgarh.
‘Urad’ is cultivated in
about 122.01 hectares in
Jashpur, Surguja,
Gariyaband, Raigarh, and
Kondagaon regions while
‘Moong’ is grown in about
16.34  hectares in Janjgir,
Raigarh, Kabirdham,
Kondagaon, and Jashpur
regions and Arhar is culti-
vated in 120.31 hectares in
Kabirdham, Jashpur,
Balrampur, Rajnandgaon
and Surguja regions.

20 procurement and
storage centers estab-
lished across the state
Procurement of these

crops will be done in a total
of 20 procurement centers
established across the
state. These centers have
been established in
Bilaigarh of Baloda Bazar
district, Gariyaband,
Basna of Mahasamund dis-
trict, Durg, Than
Khamaria of Bemetara dis-
trict, Pandariya of
Kabirdham district,
Rajnandgaon, Mungeli,
Marwahi of Gaurela-

Pendra-Marwahi district,
Bodasagar of Janjgir dis-
trict, Korba, Rajpur of
Balrampur district,
Surajpur, Ambikapur of
Surguja district, Bagicha of
Jashpur district,
Manendragarh of Koriya
district, Kondagaon,
Kanker, Loharsingh-2 of
Raigarh district and
Narayanpur.

Cabinet ministers in-
cluding Ravindra Choubey,
TS Singh Deo, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Mohammad Akbar,
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Kawasi Lakhma, Dr.
Shivkumar Dahriya,
Amarjeet Bhagat, Jai
Singh Agrawal, Anila
Bhediya, Guru Rudra
Kumar, Umesh Patel, Chief
Minister’s Agriculture
Advisor Pradeep Sharma,
Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Dr. Kamal Preet Singh,
Chief Minister’s Secretary
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Shri Ankit
Anand, Deputy Secretary
Soumya Chaurasia along
with other senior officials
were present on the occa-
sion.
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After purchasing
paddy, State
Government to pro-
cure Moong, Arhar,
and Urad on MSP

CM launches pro-
curement opera-
tions of Arhar,
Moong, and Urad on
MSP

Under Overall
Performance cate-
gory of NITI Aayog’s
Delta Ranking

Ranking of
Aspirational dis-
tricts of the state is
improving under
the leadership of
CM Baghel

Remarkable works
being done in the
field of education,
healthcare, nutri-
tion in Ch’garh

Adivasi Samaj dele-
gation met CM, dis-
cusses reservation
issue in detail

To ongoing Int’nl
Agriculture
Carnival-2022

Former Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh
being honoured by CMAS Mahadev
Ghat President Rajesh Kumar and
Member Ravindra Singh at Jainam
Manas Bhavan in Raipur city on the oc-
casion of his 70th birthday.

On his birthday 
Beneficiaries are
being benefited by
fresh and green
vegetables



KKoorrbbaa,,  OOcctt  1188:: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha
reviewed the preparations for
the purchase of Paddy pro-
curement which will start from
November 1 here and gave
instructions to complete all
preparations on time in Korba
district. Keeping the tradition
of the previous years, the
Collector has instructed to
complete all the preparations
before the start of the pur-
chase in order to purchase
paddy at zero shortage in the
district this year as well.
While reviewing the prepara-
tions by taking a meeting of
State Co-operative Marketing
Federation, District Co-opera-
tive Central Bank and the offi-

cers-employees of Food
Department, and data entry
operators in the District
Panchayat meeting room, he
directed to provide all possible
facilities at the procurement
centers to the farmers who
came to buy paddy. He also
assured all possible coopera-
tion from the district adminis-
tration to the committees and
officials of the District Co-
operative Central Bank for the
purchase of paddy at zero
shortage. During this,
Additional Collector Vijendra
Patle, Chief Executive Officer
of District Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, District Food Officer
JK Singh and others were pres-
ent.

Mungeli, Oct 18: 

The beneficiaries who
came to take food grains
with ration cards in the
district, despite waiting
for hours, have to return
disappointed due to non-
availability of materials
in the ration shops. In
many shops, the benefici-
aries are kept in line till
late night to get the rice,
but have to return empty
handed and due to which
there is anger among the
common consumers. The
problem as per informa-

tion is due to the new
arrangement of the food
department. In this re-
gard, the employee work-
ing in the ration shop of
Badra B of Patharia
block told that the prob-
lem is coming in the e-
POS machine every day,
but due to the new ver-
sion being updated in
place of the old version
in the tablet system, the
finger and ration card
number of the beneficiar-
ies is not being uploaded
immediately and loaded
many times, due to which

most of the times it takes
thirty to forty minutes to
deliver food grains to a
single beneficiary. The
Food Department has
also been informed about
this, but due to the lack of
improvement in the sys-
tem, the shop employees
are facing the anger of
the beneficiaries.

In view of the crowd of
the beneficiaries, even
after the stipulated time,
food grains are being sup-
plied giving extra time. In
this regard both the
workers and citizens
have demanded the gov-
ernment-administration
to solve the problem at
the earliest. Meanwhile
on contacting District
Food Officer Devendra
Bagga on mobile in this
regard, he was non an-
swerable.
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Bhond, Oct 18:

A get-togther of con-
sumers of State Bank of
India (SBI) Bastar branch
was organised in Gram
Tikralohaga here on
Monday and in this the
Bank officials gave infor-
mation about the schemes
and policies of the Bank
and that of government

viz. ‘Kissan Credit Card’;
‘Pradhanmantri Mudra
Yojana’; ‘Swa-Sahayata
Samooh Rin Yojana’;
‘Shiksha Rin Yojana’;
‘Sukanya Yojana’; PM
Fasal Beema Yojana; PM
Suraksha and Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana and ohers.

They also appealed the
bank’s customers and vil-
lagers present to avail ben-

efit of the scheme.
On this occasion the

Chief Manager SBI
Jagdalpur regional office
Gopal Acharya and Dy.
Manager Dinesh Jain and
other officers of SBI
Bastar branch viz.
Mithilesh Dewangan;
Sarpanch Mangal Ram
Mourya; Sachiv Madan
Baghel and villagers in

large number, specially
women and children were
also present. The people
present took information
about the banking system
and its schemes. In the end
Sarpanch proposed vote of
thanks for all to be pres-
ent.

On this occasion Chief
Manager SBI Jagdalpur fe-
licitated four respectable
consumers and issued
them a total loan sanction
letter of Rs 25 lakh. This
included Rs 10 lakh for
Nehru Ram Gautam
under PM Rojgar Yojana
for Mini Rice Mill; Rs 2
lakh to Suklal Bhadra
under ‘Kissan Credit
Scheme’ and Rs 6 lakh
each for two SHGs viz.
Maa Ganga and Saraswati
Mahila Self-Help Groups.

SBI customers informed about
Bank’s schemes, policies

In get-together prog organised by SBI Bastar branch in Gram Tikralohaga Bhond, Oct 18:

MLA Bastar and
President BDA
Lakheshwar Baghel was
accorded warm welcome
on his arrival at Gram
Panchayat Barda under
Bakwand block of Bastar
VS area here on Sunday.
On reaching there he first
performed prayers to
Kodayi Mata and Singar
Mata and sought blessings
for peace & prosperity for
all. At Gram Panchayat
Barda, he dedicated the
temple of Hingaljin Mata
for which the funds were
sanctioned from BDA and
made a declaration of Rs 2
lakh for ‘Gudi’ construc-
tion in the temple.

Speaking on the occa-
sion MLA Baghel said taht
as per intentions of CM
Bhupesh Baghel on con-

ducting tour of the region
and getting apprised
about the problems, have
taken decision for con-
struction of building for
religious places and ‘Gudi’
in Gram Panchayats.
Prayers to Gods and
Goddesses provide mental
health and power to a per-
son to face all the chal-
lenges and reach upto the
goals. Every person

should visit the temple
and thank the God for pro-
viding this opportunity to
live and work for better-
ment of others.

Similarly the MLA
Bastar was accorded
warm welcome on his ar-
rival in Gram Panchayat
bhavan in Mongrapal by
the members of Bhatara
Samaj and there was great
deal of enthusiasm among

the villagers with youth
raising slogans in his
favour upto the meeting
venue. On this occasion
MLA granted sanction for
many development works
in the region and this in-
cluded Rs 10 lakh for
building construction of
Bhatara Samaj and also
for CC road, drainage,
mike set and tents materi-
als.

Service to humans is true religion: Lakheshwar
 Accorded warm 

welcome in Gram
Pannchayat Barda

Birkoni, Oct 18: 

The Sarpanch
Secretary of Gram
Panchayat Birkoni has
taken out funds for the
construction of a pond
worth Rs12 lakh without
employing laborers and
the money has been arbi-
trarily withdrawn by the
Sarpanch secretary apart
from selling murram
worth crores of rupees at
the above places.

Due to excavation of
murram, in the region,
animals are in trouble as
they are made devoid of
grazing and roaming
around. Muraam has
been dug, which is
spread over 22 acres, and
under the fake construc-
tion, the information
board has been installed
under MNREGA and the
amount has been extract-
ed at 15th Finance
District level, in which
the daily wage of labor-

ers is Rs 357. Meanwhile,
work completion from 21-
0-2021 onwards has been
shown as 11- 03-2022 also.
The villagers have de-

manded that he is imme-
diately removed from the
post by submitting a
memorandum in the pub-
lic darshan, and the vil-
lagers have demanded
justice in the case from
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA, Sub-Divisional
Officer, Mineral Officer,
and Chief Executive
Officer. Many villagers,
including Tupsing
Nishad, Dhaniram
Dhruva, Ashok Sahu,
and others were present.

Villagers submit memorandum against murram excavation

G a u r e l - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Oct 18: State
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo visited community
Health Center here and ex-
pressed his concern over
the apathy of the hospital
also the second largest
hospital in the district but
here the hospital has
presently become a refer-
ral center with no experts
posted in service. While an

ideal community health
center should have at least
5 specialists, there is not a
single specialist doctor in
the hospital and Marwahi.

It is to be known that
late Manoj Mandavi was
admitted to the same cen-
tre, and the Health Mister
has arrived for his condo-
lence service on the insis-
tence of the party work-
ers. Here the people also

complained the most
about the absence of a fe-
male gynecologist in the
hospital and the transfer
of Dr. Ambreen Shaba, a
local gynecologist posted
here to Gauerela.

Similarly, the local peo-
ple also told the minister
that at present there is no
orthopedic surgeon; simi-
larly, there are no dentists
and physiotherapists in

the hospital for the last
many years. At the same
time, there was also men-
tion of the incident of
Pendra’s Jhabar, in which
he expressed regret for not
getting an ambulance to
take the dead body of the
deceased and also asked to
compensate the family
members of the deceased
for the expenses.

According to the infor-
mation received there,
during the inspection of
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo’s Marwahi
Community Health
Center, there was a power
failure, due to which the
effect of continuous power
failure in the area was also
exposed in front of
Marwahi MLA Dr K K
Dhruv and other public
representatives. On this
occasion, prominently
MLA Dr KK Dhruv, Manoj
Gupta, Narayan Srivas,
Ajay Rai, CMHO Dr
Prabhakar, BMO Dr
Harshvardhan Meher
were present.

Health Minster inspects Community Health Centre

Fingeshwar, Oct 18: The
‘Jugaad model’ exhibition
of Sankul-level and pri-
mary- level was held at
Sankul Kendra
Parsadakala and in this
two models of teachers
from 6 Primary Schools of
Parsadakala and one each
from Gram Khudsa,
Ganiyari, Patora,
Ghoghara were put on dis-
play. The programme
began in the presence of
Sankul Principal Narayan
Singh Thakur,
Parsadakala Sankul co-or-
dinator Tokesh Sahu with
offering of prayers to
Goddess Saraswati.
Addressing the pro-
gramme, Principal said
that the state government
is adopting novel methods
to raise standard of educa-
tion and one of it is ‘Jugad
Model’ competition. Prior
to this the same was organ-

ised for the students and it
was very much successful
and keeping the same in
mind, now it has been or-
ganised for teachers. On
this occasion many good
models have been put on
display and this clearly
shows that teachers are
having abundant of talent
and the Principal extended
greetings to all the teach-
ers who took part in this
competition. Sankul co-or-
dinator Tokesh Sahu said
that with this type of pro-
grammes, it always gives
rise to curiosity for teach-
ers to learn something new
and added that this type of

programmes would be or-
ganised in the near future
as well. Judge Girwar
Yadav Lecturer and M Das-
Lecturer Parsadakala ad-
judged the ‘Magic-Board’
model from Primary
School Patora as the best
model and the ‘first and
next number’ and ‘Matra
Watch’ by Primary School
Ghoghara bagged second
place.

On this occasion teacher
Parmeshwar Yadav,
Prakhar Ghuru, Amar Das
Ghuru, Dogendra Pade,
Dhansai Patel, and
Poonam Sahu and others
were present.

Primary School Patora bags first place
 In the ‘Sankul-level’ ‘Jugad

model’ competition

Beneficiaries of PDS system returning empty  

Paddy procurement reviewed by Collector

Rajnandgaon, Oct 18:
Mayor Hema Deshmukh
today inaugurated the 22nd
State Level School Sports
Competition organized by
the School Education
Department at Digvijay
Stadium, which will com-
mence from 17 – 20 October.
On this occasion, the
Mayor while addressing
the participants from all
over the state said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given the slo-
gan that Khelbo, Jumpbo,

Jeetbo and Garhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh through
Chhattisgarh Olympiad
game. On this occasion, the
Mayor duly announced the
opening of the competition
by giving pledge to all the
participating players. Vice-
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Gau-Seva
Commission, Mr. Manna
Yadav said that a revolu-
tion has been brought in
the field of education and
sports by the Chief
Minister of the state and

while education is the capi-
tal of everyone’s success in
life, sports are also impor-
tant in our intellectual and
physical development. On
behalf of the organizing
committee, the welcome
address and report of the
competition was presented
by Organizing Secretary
and District Education
Officer Rajesh Kumar
Singh. On this occasion,
the girls of Dr. Padumalal
Punnalal Bakshi Higher
Secondary School and the
children of Sarveshwardas
Municipal Corporation
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht
English Medium School
presented an attractive
dance-song based on the
festival and culture of
Chhattisgarh.

Garhbo Nava Ch’garh a reality
through sports: Mayor
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Farmers, villagers informed CM about the benefits received
Chandrapur, Oct 18: CM
Bhupesh Baghel, during his
public interaction pro-
gramme today in Village
Mukta under Chandrapur
VS area asked villagers
about the implementation of
state government’s major
public welfare schemes. At
the onset of his public inter-
action programme, Chief
Minister said that I am here
to take your feedback on the
state government’s schemes
and to check if everyone eli-
gible have access to the bene-
fits of these schemes or not.

People were asked if they
have received the amount of
the third installment of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana in their account.
Many farmers responded af-
firmatively that they have
received the amount in their
bank account. Chief
Minister also took informa-
tion about loan waiver,
paddy procurement on sup-
port price, ration card and
other related subjects as
well.

He asked Bhagat, a farmer
of village Chikhali, about
his farm, and how he has uti-
lized the money received
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana.

A farmer based in Mukta
village, Gajanand Gabel told
Chief Minister that his loan
of Rs. 2.5 lakh was waived
off. He sold his paddy at sup-
port price. He has 20 acres of
land on which he practices
farming. And he has bought
two and a half acres of land
from the amount received
under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana and the income
earned by selling paddy.
Farmer Bhagat Ram
Chandra, resident of village
Chikhali, told Chief
Minister that his loan of

more than Rs 1.25 lakh has
been waived off. He has also
sold the paddy he cultivated
on his 3 acres of land. And
after receiving the amount,
he has bought a sari for his
wife and has also got the
work of bore-digging done.

Pooja Khare of village
Jagmahan told Chief
Minister that her son has got
admission in Swami
Atmanand Government
English School because of
his BPL ration card, and
they are also receiving 35 kg
of rice, sugar, salt on time.
Farmer Sanjay Kumar
Gabel of village Bundeli
told the Chief Minister that
ever since the dung procure-
ment was commenced, he
has so far sold 635 quintals
of 35 kg cow dung which is
worth Rs 1 lakh 26 thousand
670. He told Chief Minister
that Godhan Nyay Yojana a
boon for their village.
Livestock owner Sanjay
Kumar said that he makes

earthworm manure and has
earned Rs 40 thousand ru-
pees by selling the same.
Similarly, besides selling
Napier grass worth Rs 63
thousand rupees, he has
startd taking crops of
mango, papaya, banana
with the help of
Horticulture Department.

Hemlata Lahre of village

Kirari told Chief Minister
that his group has been as-
sociated with gauthan for
last 3 years and they have
earned Rs 60 thousand by
selling 167 quintals of vermi
compost. Hemlata told that
with her earnings, she has
bought anklets. She also
talked about poultry farm-
ing and collective farming.

Manharan Lal of village
Sonadula informed the
Chief Minister about the
third installment of Rs 2

thousand he received on
October 17 under Rajiv
Gandhi Bhumiheen Mazdur
Nyay Yojana.

Golu Bareth of Baradwar
told Chief Minister about
the medical treatment being
provided to the people of the
village through
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana.

Ch’garh govt gave new direction 
to rural economy: Anila Bhedia

Raipur, Oct 18: The
Minister of Women and
Child Development and
Social Welfare, Mrs. Anila
Bhedia has given the gift of
development works by dedi-
cating various development
works at Kuagodi, Limaudih
and Surdongar villages of
Daundi block of Balod dis-
trict. Mrs. Bhedia per-
formed Bhoomipujan for
construction of community
building and additional
room in Higher Secondary
School in village Kuagodi,
construction of boundary
wall in Government
Primary School in village
Limaudih, construction of
additional room in primary
school, installation of
Borkhanan and motor pump
and theater construction
work and village
Bhoomipujan of water tank
construction and animal

shelter construction in
Surdongar. She inaugurated
the new building of the
Veterinary Dispensary and
the library, laboratory build-
ing in the school. The minis-
ter also congratulated the
villagers for the develop-
ment works. Addressing the
villagers, Minister Bhedia
said that under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the
schemes of the state govern-
ment are reaching every vil-
lage, take advantage of all
the schemes of the rural
government. The
Chhattisgarh government is

working to give a new direc-
tion to the rural economy,
for which a new initiative is
being established to estab-
lish a rural industrial park,
which will provide new em-
ployment opportunities in
rural areas. Minister Mrs.
Bhedia informed that Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel is working in the in-
terest of the farmers, due to
which the Chief Minister is
giving the third installment
amount under the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
to the farmers before
Diwali, so that farmers cele-
brates Deepawali.

Minister Bhedia said that
65 minor forest produce is
being purchased by the
Chhattisgarh government
through the society on sup-
port price, due to which the
residents of our forest area
are getting better income,
their economic condition
has improved a lot. He en-
couraged the villagers to
take crops like Kodo-Kutki,
Moong, Urad, Arhar. On this
occasion, President of
Janpad Panchayat Daundi,
Mrs. Basanti Dugga, Vice
President Mr. Puneet Ram
Sen and a large number of
villagers were present.

CM enjoys traditional Ch’garhi
food at Babulal Mali’s residence

Central Chronicle News

Chandrapur, Oct 18:
During the Bhent Mulaqat
program, the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited Babulal Mali’s
home in Navadih, located
in the village Saradih
under the Vidhan Sabha
region of Chandrapur
Assembly Constituency.
Mali’s family welcomed
the Chief Minister with
enthusiasm and cordiality.
After reaching Mali’s
home, the Chief Minister
and the other guests en-
joyed a traditional
Chhattisgarhi meal.

The Chief Minister
Baghel was served tradi-
tional Chhattisgarhi food
on a bronze plate that
consisted of dal, rice,
chapati, lal bhaji,
makhna bhaji, chunchu-
niya bhaji, idhar, jhunga,
munga bhaji, paira footu,
ridge gourd, yam, poi

bhaji, paneer matar,
gobhi matar, patal chut-
ney, layi badi, bijori badi,
thethri khurmi, and
arsa.

After taking his meals,
the Chief Minister en-
quired about the well-
being of Mali’s family
members and thanked

them for the meal that
they served him with
love. He also offered pres-
ents to the family mem-
bers.

On this occasion,
Revenue and Minister
Incharge Jaisingh
Agrawal, Chandrapur
MLA Ram Kumar Yadav,

Janpad President
Patrika Dayal Soni,
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, State Secretary
Scheduled Caste Rice King
Khunte, Jalindhar Yadav,
and Journalist Anshuman
Sharma also had the tradi-
tional food of
Chhattisgarh.

Process of leasing out 22 CTB
motels, resorts begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 18: The
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board (CTB) has started
process of leasing out its
22 motels and resorts. A
provision has been made
to lease these motels and
resorts for thirty years.
For this, private in-
vestors of Chhattisgarh
and other states can
apply till October 21.
With the aim of provid-
ing maximum facilities
to the tourists from com-
mercial point of view, it
has been decided to lease
CTB motels and resorts
to private investors.

The maximum finan-
cial proposal submitted
by the successful tender-
ers for the operation of
motels located in
Raigarh and Surguja
through the tender done

earlier by the
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board was approved.
Soon the operation of
these units will be hand-
ed over to the successful
tenderers.

CTB officials informed
that private investors ap-
proved 35 percent annual
rent proposal on lump
sum lease premium
amount of Rs 15,07,777
for Mitan Motel
Chadirama Sarguja, Rs
5,66,899 for Mital Motel
Kodatarai (Raigarh), Rs
19,24,111 for Mitan Motel
Kulipota (Janjgir-
Champa) and Rs
42,11,121 for Mitan Motel
Sargaon (Bilaspur).
Operation of all these
four motels would start
soon. Tourists of the
country and abroad will
get basic facilities and
the local people will also
get employment oppor-
tunities with the start of
operation of these 
motels.

CSJTA express gratitude
to CM for hike in DA

Raipur, Oct 18: A delega-
tion of Chhattisgarh State
Joint Teachers Association
(CSJTA) led by State Head
Kedar Jain paid a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office here late on
Monday. The delegation ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister for hike
5 per cent hike in Dearness
Allowance (DA) for state
government employees
ahead of Diwali.

“The state government
is taking continuous deci-
sions in the interest of gov-
ernment officials and em-

ployees. The restoration of
the old pension scheme has
secured the financial fu-
ture of employees of the
state. There is a wave of joy
among the government em-
ployees across the state,
with DA hike ahead of
Diwali”, the delegation
said.

On the occasion, Girja
Shankar Shukla,
Tarachand Jaiswal, Vijay
Rao, Amit Dubey, Pradeep
Sahu, Pawan Singh,
Rakesh Dadsena along
with other members of the
association were present
on the occasion.

CM Bhupesh Baghel visits the Lord
Shiva temple in village Mukta

Chandrapur, Oct 18:

As part of the Bhent
Mulaqat campaign in
Chandrapur Vidhansabha
region, the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reached the
Lord Shiva temple in Mukta
village and performed his
worship with all the tradi-
tional rituals. The Chief
Minister prayed to Lord
Shiva for the happiness and
prosperity of the state’s resi-

dents. He also planted a
sapling of Almond on the
temple premises. A father
who was a resident of
Mukta village built this tem-
ple in 2019 in memory of his
son. On this occasion of the
worship of Lord Shiva and
tree plantation in the temple,

Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal, Chandrapur MLA
Ram Kumar Yadav, and vari-
ous other public representa-
tives and officers were also
present.

The local people said that
Rajkumar Karsh’s son,
Tilesh Kumar, had passed
away at the age of 5 years
after falling into a pit in
Gram Panchayat Mukta of
Janpad Panchayat
Malkharauda. After this un-
fortunate incident, the gov-
ernment provided Rs. 4 lakh
as a grant to the family
members. The father of the
deceased child, Rajkumar
Karsh, used this amount to
start the construction of a
Lord Shiva temple and a
Shivling in Kenabhata in
Mukta village in memory of
his child on 4 March 2019.
The temple is maintained by
the family of Karsh and the
villagers have been visiting
the place to perform their
worship for the last four
years. Moreover, every year
during Mahashivratri, spe-
cial worship is performed in
this temple.

Paddy procurement on MSP to begin
concurrently with Rajyotsav from Nov 1

Raipur, Oct 18:
Procurement of paddy on
minimum support price
(MSP) for the Kharif mar-
keting year 2022-23 will
begin in Chhattisgarh
from November 1, 2022,
concurrently with
‘Rajyotsav’ (State

Foundation Day celebra-
tions).

The estimated paddy to
be procured at MSP this
year is about 110 lakh MT.
New farmer registration
and rectification in regis-
tered crops/areas has al-
ready started from July 01
and will be continued till
October 31 this year. So far,
about 24.62 lakh farmers
have registered for the cur-
rent Kharif marketing
year including 60,878 new
registrations. The new
registration and rectifica-
tion work will continue till
October 31.

Secretary (Food)
Topeshwar Verma in-
formed that in accordance
with the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, paddy procure-
ment will commence from
November 1, 2022, for the
Kharif marketing year
2022-23. All necessary
preparations and arrange-
ments have been made by
the state government for
making the process sys-
tematic and convenient for
the farmers. Continuous
monitoring of the pro-
curement work will also
be ensured.

Shri Verma informed
that 24.05 lakh farmers
have been carried forward
since the last Kharif year
and new registration of
60,878 farmers has been
done taking the total regis-
tration tally to 24.62 lakh
farmers. Nearly 30.25 lakh
hectares area has been
carried forward and 0.49
lakh hectare area has been
registered this year taking
the total tally to 30.44 lakh
hectares. In the Kharif
marketing year 2022-23,
the maximum limit for the
purchase of paddy from
farmers on support price
is set as 15 quintals per
acre with linking as per
the previous year.
Arrangements for gunny
bags have been made for
the purchase of paddy. The
committees concerned
have been directed to sup-
ply the gunny bags.

Department officials
said that the mill registra-
tion work has also started.
Instructions have been is-

sued to the district collec-
tors regarding the appoint-
ment of nodal officers to
check the illegal arrival
paddy in paddy procure-
ment centers and to identi-
fy sensitive procurement
centers. The date has also
been fixed for providing
training related to paddy
procurement.

Besides, necessary pro-
vision has been made in
the software for paddy pro-
curement and a trial run
of the same will be done in
the upcoming week.
Instructions have also
been circulated to the
District Collectors and
District Marketing
Officers at the government
and marketing union level
to ensure preliminary
preparations for the pro-
curement of paddy in the
state. Nodal officers have
also been appointed by the
government at the district
level for monitoring the
paddy procurement opera-
tions.

Target set to pur-
chase 110 lakh MT
of paddy from 
registered farmers
in the state

Nearly 24.62 lakh
farmers registered
so far including
60,878 new farmer
registrations

All necessary
preparations and
arrangements 
completed to
ensure smooth
paddy procurement

Durinig Bhent
Mulaqat Prog

Performed all the 
rituals and prayed
for the happiness
and prosperity of 
the state’s residents

A father built the
temple in memory
of his son

CM planted an
Almond sapling on
the temple premises

To be given on lease
for thirty years

Minister Bhedia
inaugurated many
development works
in different villages

Chandrapur, Oct 18: On
his arrival at village
Mukta, Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel was
accorded a warm wel-
come at the helipad by lo-
cals and public represen-
tatives. He is on a visit to

the Chandrapur assembly
constituency falling
under the newly formed
Sakti district as a part of
his ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’ to interact with
the general public.

Revenue and District

in-charge Minister Jai
Singh Agrawal also ac-
companied Chief
Minister. MLA
Ramkumar Yadav,
Shakambhari Board
Chairman Ramkumar
Patel, Bilaspur Divisional

Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alung, IG Shri Ratan Lal
Dangi, Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna,
Superintendent of Police
ML Ahire along with
other public representa-
tives welcomed him.

CM accorded warm welcome on his
arrival in Gram Mukta

#  Levelling and muroom filling
work will be done in the
Gauthan of village Mukta.

# Construction of a CC road
from Gram Panchayat Mukta
to Janpad Panchayat
Malkharoda.

# Approval of a community
building in the village of
Mukta which costs Rs 7 lakh.

# Construction work on beau-
tifying Khanti pond of vil-
lage Jamgahan.

# A shed and compound will
be constructed in the village
Mukta.

# Embankment (wall) con-
struction work in Mudatalab
of village Mukta.

#  Main road will be construct-
ed from Kalmi, Naharpar to
Chikhli, Chhotekot, Sighra to
Belhadih in the village pan-
chayat Malkharoda.

# A NRLM dome will be built in
the village of Sighara for the
purpose of training women.

# Government Pre-Secondary
School in Gram Panchayat
Sarasdol will be upgraded as
High School.

# Government High School in
Village Jamgahan and
Sulauni will be upgraded as
Higher Secondary School.

# A new high school will be
constructed in village
Mukta.

# City of Ma Ashtabhuji Devi
in Nagar Panchayat Adbhar
will be developed as a
tourist spot.

# A compound will be con-
structed at the youth train-
ing center in village
Malkharoda.

# A bridge will be constructed
in Kharri village.

Announcements made by the CM in village Mukta 



POSE FOR A PHOTO

Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, Applied Materials CEO Gary Dickerson, left,
and Applied Materials senior vice president of Semiconductor Products Group Prab
Raj pose for a photo with employees at Applied Materials in Santa Clara, Calif.

ALL FOR LIVELIHOOD

A woman makes earthen lamps (diya), ahead of the Diwali festival, in Amritsar, Tuesday.
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Islamabad, Oct 18 (PTI):

The top brass of the
Pakistan Army has re-
posed full confidence in
the country’s “robust” nu-
clear command, noting
that requisite measures
were implemented to safe-
guard the country’s strate-
gic assets, the military’s
media wing said on
Tuesday.

Last week, US President
Joe Biden raised doubts
over Pakistan’s nuclear ar-
senal, calling it “one of the
most dangerous nations in
the world” as it has “nu-
clear weapons without co-
hesion”.

The US president’s re-

marks were made in the
context of the changing
geopolitical situation glob-
ally.

“(The) forum reposed
full confidence in
Pakistan’s robust nuclear
command and control
structure and security
arrangements related to
(the) country’s strategic
assets,” the army’s media
wing said in a statement
after the 252nd Corps
Commanders’ Conference.

The conference was held
at the Pakistan Army’s
General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi, which was
presided over by General
Qamar Javed Bajwa.

“As a responsible nu-

clear weapon state,
Pakistan has taken all
measures necessary to
strengthen its nuclear se-
curity regime, at par with
international best prac-
tices,” it added.

The participants of the
Corps Commanders’
Conference also reviewed
the prevailing internal
and external security situ-
ation and the operational
preparedness of the army.

The meeting also ap-
prised the army’s assis-
tance to civil administra-
tion for relief and rehabili-
tation efforts in flood-hit
areas of the country, par-
ticularly in Sindh and
Balochistan provinces.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Saturday rejected
Biden’s remarks on the
safety of the country’s nu-
clear weapons as “factual-
ly incorrect and mislead-
ing” as Islamabad sum-
moned America’s
Ambassador here to lodge
an official demarche.

“Over the past decades,
Pakistan has proven to be
a most responsible nuclear
state, wherein its nuclear
programme is managed
through a technically
sound and foolproof com-
mand and control sys-
tem,” the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), quoted him
as saying.

Pakistan Army reposes full confidence
in its ‘robust’ nuclear arsenal

Washington, Oct 18 (AP):

The cost of living in Cairo
has soared so much that secu-
rity guard Mustafa Gamal
had to send his wife and year-
old daughter to live with his
parents in a village 70 miles
south of the Egyptian capital
to save money.

Gamal, 28, stayed behind,
working two jobs, sharing an
apartment with other young
people and eliminating meat
from his diet. “The prices of
everything have been dou-
bled,” he said. “There was no
alternative.’’ Around the
world, people are sharing
Gamal’s pain and frustration.
An auto parts dealer in
Nairobi, a seller of baby
clothes in Istanbul and a wine
importer in Manchester,
England have the same com-
plaint: A surging US dollar
makes their local currencies

weaker, contributing to sky-
rocketing prices for everyday
goods and services. This is
compounding financial dis-
tress at a time when families
are already facing food and
energy crunches tied to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

“A strong dollar makes a
bad situation worse in the rest
of the world,’’ says Eswar
Prasad, a professor of trade
policy at Cornell University.
Many economists worry that
the sharp rise of the dollar is
increasing the likelihood of a
global recession sometime
next year. The dollar is up
18% this year and last month
hit a 20-year high, according
to the benchmark ICE US
Dollar Index, which measures
the dollar against a basket of
key currencies.

The reasons for the dollar’s
rise are no mystery. To com-
bat soaring US inflation, the

Federal Reserve has raised its
benchmark short-term inter-
est rate five times this year,
and is signaling more hikes
are likely. That has led to
higher rates on a wide range
of US government and corpo-
rate bonds, luring investors
and driving up the US curren-
cy.

Most other currencies are
much weaker by comparison,
especially in poor countries.
The Indian rupee has dropped
nearly 10% this year against
the dollar, the Egyptian pound
20%, the Turkish lira an as-
tounding 28%. Celal Kaleli, 60,
sells infant clothing and dia-
per bags in Istanbul. Because
he needs more lira to buy im-
ported zippers and liners
priced in dollars, he has to
raise prices for the Turkish
customers who struggle to
pay him in the much-dimin-
ished local currency.

Bad situation: Soaring US dollar
spreads pain worldwide

Chennai, Oct 18: 

Kauvery Hospital
Chennai, a unit of Kauvery
Group of Hospitals, a lead-
ing multispecialty health-
care chain in Tamil Nadu,
successfully performed a
heart transplant on a 35
year old woman diagnosed
with Hypertrophic
O b s t r u c t i v e
Cardiomyopathy, a condi-
tion where the heart mus-
cle becomes thickened (hy-
pertrophied) making it
harder for the heart to
pump blood.

The heart was retrieved
from a brain dead patient at
Vellore Government
Hospital. As part of this life
saving mission a green cor-
ridor was established from
Vellore GH to Kauvery
Hospital Chennai and the
organ was transported

within 1 hour and 15 min-
utes. The woman aged 35
years old from Vijayawada
had a history of
Hypertrophic Obstructive
Cardiomyopathy which
was diagnosed in 2010. Four
years later she underwent a
successful pregnancy how-
ever her symptoms of fre-
quent fatigue, palpitations,
shortness of breath contin-
ued and she was carefully

monitored throughout the
pregnancy phase.

In 2015, after visiting sev-
eral hospitals in India, she
visited a Senior
Cardiologist, at Kauvery
Hospital. When her symp-
toms deteriorated and
heart function progressive-
ly declined and main pump-
ing chamber enlarged mak-
ing it difficult to pump
blood, she was immediately

advised for heart trans-
plantation and referred to
the heart and lung trans-
plant team. She was put on
priority on the transplant
list and was subsequently
looking for a matching
donor.

The transplant which
lasted for four hours was
successfully completed and
she was shifted to the ICU
where she was extubated
after a steady progress. She
has recovered completely
and as a token of gratitude
she sketched a portrait of
M.S. Dhoni and the same
was presented to the
Former Indian Cricket
Team Captain who is also
the brand ambassador for
Kauvery Hospital.

“Organ Donation is a
very noble act, and it can
save lives. Though it is very
unfortunate to lose a loved
one, donating their organs
can help save nearly eight
lives, thus giving a second
life for many.

Kauvery Hospital successfully performed a Heart Transplant 

Jammu, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Several Kashmiri mi-
grant pandit organisations
on Tuesday expressed con-
cern over the unabated tar-
geted killings by terrorists
in the Valley and proposed a
fact-finding delegation to as-
sess the ground situation.

Panun Kashmir, Jammu
and Kashmir Vichar
Manch, Roots in Kashmir,
Youth 4 Panun Kashmir and
Global Kashmiri Pandit
Diaspora (GKPD) represen-
tatives met and discussed
the situation in the valley in
the aftermath of the contin-
ued attacks on minority
community members, in-
cluding pandits, a statement
issued here by the parties
said.

The joint meeting took
place in the aftermath of the
killing of two migrant
labourers and a Kashmiri
pandit in two separate at-
tacks in Shopian district of
south Kashmir since
Saturday.

“All the organistaions in
the meeting endorsed sever-
al demands including cre-
ation of a ‘geo-political’
foothold to facilitate rehabil-
itation of pandits in their
homeland and enactment of
genocide prevention bill
along with setting up of spe-
cial investigation teams to
assist in investigating
crimes of genocide,” the
statement said.

The parties also called for
the constitution of a tribu-
nal to look into cases related
to the pandit community
and relocation of Prime
Minister Package employ-
ees outside the valley in
order to avoid further target
killings in Kashmir.

“It was also agreed to
send a fact-finding commit-
tee to the valley to assess the
ground situation, for com-
munity deliberation on the
future course of action,” the
statement said.

It said the latest killings of
two migrant labourers and a
Kashmiri pandit a few days
back in Shopian is “another
setback to the return of the
aborigines of Kashmir ‘’.

“The internally-displaced
Hindus of Kashmir are
caught up between the
forces that continue to per-
petrate genocide on them
and the forces of denial of
genocide The neutering of
Article 370 and abrogation
of Article 35A along with
the reorganisation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir into two Union
Territories has dismantled
the legal edifice of a Muslim
state on the territory of sec-
ular India,” the statement
said.

Kashmiri pandits concerned
over targeted killings

New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Amid a labyrinth of
shops in a bustling market
in south Delhi’s Jangpura,
lies a tiny room in a base-
ment where around 300
refugees from Afghanistan
are taught English and fa-
miliarised about Indian
society to help them get
employment.

Hoping for a fresh start,
Afghan refugees of all age
groups attend classes at
the Anjam Knowledge
House a community
school started by another
refugee, Ahmad Khan
Anjam, some six years
ago.

Among the children en-
rolled here, some aspire to
be doctors and engineers,
others dream of becoming
pilots and teachers.

“I want to become a
pilot,” said an enthusiastic
10-year-old Yasir, who ar-
rived in India with his
family around five years

ago.
Fifteen-year-old Reema

Hassan, an ambitious
teenager, wants to become
a doctor. “I want to be a
doctor when I grow up. I
am very keen to study and
learn, and I hope to have a
successful career.”

Ahmad Khan Anjam,
who started the communi-
ty school, came to India six
years ago. Anjam
Knowledge House is the
result of his efforts to help
fellow refugees survive in
society and make a living
here. “When it comes to
adjusting in the society,
the first problem is the lan-
guage barrier. Most of
them speak only Pashto
and hence, we teach
English and grammar to
the students here. We also
teach them about the
Indian cultures like Holi
and Diwali,” Anjam said.

He said the school faced
financial issues after the
outbreak of COVID-19 in

India and the number of
teachers had to be re-
duced.

“Before the pandemic,
there were around 16
teachers and more than
600 students attended
classes here. But the coro-
navirus outbreak severely
impacted our finances.
Now, there are six teachers
and around 300 students,”
Anjam said.

But the students need to
study other important sub-
jects as well to have a ca-
reer and for that the school
needs support, he added.

“I reached out to the
Indian government and
appealed to them for help
and support multiple
times but received no re-
sponse. People who come
here for education cannot
have a career until they
get to study other impor-
tant subjects along with
English,” Anjam said.

Twelve-year-old Fatima,
who arrived in India five

years ago, said she learnt
about Indian cultures at
the community school.

“My family and I ar-
rived in India in 2017. I
have been studying at this
institute for five years. We
study English and also get
to learn about Indian cul-
tures,” she said.

Umar Ahmed, 10, anoth-
er student at the ‘Anjam
Knowledge House’, said he
arrived in India with his
family around eight years
ago and has been studying
at the community school
since last year.

“I like studying here and
have made new friends
too,” Ahmed told PTI.

The Afghan refugees
claimed access to educa-
tion in their country had
been mostly impossible
since the Taliban took
over in 2021.

Many children in this
school have never been to
an educational institute
until they arrived in India.

Flicker of hope for Afghan refugees 
in a tiny Jangpura basement

Lucknow, Oct 18 (PTI): 

BJP national general
secretary D Purandeswari
lauded the law-and-order
situation in Uttar Pradesh
on Tuesday and said before
the saffron party came to
power in the state, women
used to fear venturing out
of their houses after 6 pm
but now, there is a sense of
fear among the criminals.

Before the BJP came to
power, entrepreneurs
used to be scared of ex-
tortion threats and hence,
no investor was willing to
put their money in Uttar
Pradesh but now, there is
a “friendly” atmosphere
in the state, the saffron
party’s organisational in-

charge of Odisha said.
“Women were scared to

venture out of their hous-
es after 6 pm but now, it is
the criminals who are
scared,” Purandeswari,
who is on a three-day
visit to Uttar Pradesh to
review the party’s organi-
sational strength in the

state, told reporters here.
Without taking any

names, she said, “Our
party believes in service
and the biggest proof of
this is that when other
parties were in the ICU
after the coronavirus out-
break, BJP workers, with-
out caring for their lives,
were serving people.”

There is no dynastic
politics and corruption in
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), she said,
adding that no one can ac-
cuse the prime minister
or any of his ministers of
being involved in graft in
the last eight years.

“There is no corrup-
tion in Uttar Pradesh
now and the focus is on

development, which is
very important,” she
stressed.

To a question on
whether tickets will be
given to the family mem-
bers of ministers, MPs,
MLAs in the upcoming
civic polls, Purandeswari
said there is a method of
selecting candidates in
the BJP and the party
president and other top
leaders will take a deci-
sion in accordance with
it. Praising the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Purandeswari said “we
believe that a leader is the
one who converts chal-
lenges into opportuni-
ties”.

BJP leader Purandeswari praises
UP’s law-and-order situation

BRIEF

Mobile app  
 Panaji: The Goa gov-

ernment on Tuesday
said that it will come
up with a mobile ap-
plication, which will
be a common platform
for the entire taxi in-
dustry in the state.
Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant held
meeting with State
Tourism Minister
Rohan Khaunte and
State Transport
Minister Mauvin
Godinho to discuss
the issue.

Decline 
 New Delhi: Delhi

University has admit-
ted 520 foreign stu-
dents across under-
graduate, postgradu-
ate and PhD courses
this academic season,
a decline of over 27.5
per cent from the pre-
vious year. The maxi-
mum number of stu-
dents this year is from
Nepal (110), followed
by Tibet (100) and
Bangladesh (85).

Seized 
 Aizawl: The Assam

Rifles on Tuesday said
that a large number of
Methamphetamine
tablets valued at over
Rs 30 crore were
seized in Mizoram
capital Aizawl.
Methamphetamine,
also called Meth, is a
stimulant used as a
recreational drug.

Festival
 Kohima: Preparations

were in full swing in
Nagaland for the famed
Hornbill festival, which
will be held with much
grandeur this time
after two years of sub-
dued celebrations, an
official said on Tuesday.
The festival will be held
from December 1 to 10
at Naga Heritage
Village, Kisama,
around 12 km from
state capital Kohima,
said advisor for
Tourism and Art &
Culture H Khehovi
Yepthomi.

Heavy rains 
 Pune: Heavy rains

pounded
Maharashtra’s Pune
city overnight and on
Tuesday morning,
causing waterlog-
ging in many areas.
Some people staying
in low-lying areas
and near the Karha
river banks were
shifted to safer
places, district au-
thorities said. Seven
goats died after being
swept away in the
flood waters in
Kanhur Mesai area
of Shirur tehsil, they
said.

Boat capsizes 
 Meerut: Two people

were feared drowned
when a boat with
around 15 people on
board capsized in river
Ganga here on Tuesday
morning, officials said.
The incident occurred
in Hastinapur area
when the boat collided
with a pillar, owing to
the fast current in the
river, and overturned,
Senior Superintendent
of Police Rohit Singh
Sajwan said.

Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) personnel
perform during the 90th
General Assembly of IN-
TERPOL, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

Propose fact-find-
ing delegation to
Valley

Dr Manivannan S, Founder and Managing Director Kauvery
Group of Hospital and MS Dhoni along with Heart and
Lung Transplant Team. 

On a 35 year old
woman
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Let the sanctity 
of neutrality of EC

be maintained 
The neutrality of EC is par excel-
lent and well in the world but
sometimes it’s actions do creat
some doubt as at present while
declaring the date of assembly
elections in Himachal Pradesh
only 26 days had been provided
for convassing whereas in the
general concept that political
parties get 35 days for convass-
ing. As the election process had
already started so nothing can be
done now but atleast for the
gujrat election dates are still to
be decorated so this point should
be kept in mind. Not only in
Gujarat but this precaution
should be taken in the other
assembly elections which are to
be held next year. In Andheri East
all political parties had with-
drawn their candidates but the
objection had been raised on the
allotment of symbol to Shiv Sena
Shinde group as the symbol is
somewhat related to sentiments
of Sikhs. It is the utmost duty of
EC that this election symbol
should be immediately freezed
from the catagory of free sym-
bols so that it may not be allocat-
ed to any independent candidate.
In the present assembly elections
of Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat
voters who are above eighty
years old are not properly clear
how to cast vote so election com-
mission properly advertise for
the guidance of such cases. It is
expected from the election com-
mission to act properly for the
free and fair elections in
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Treading with caution
Aspirants of all parties have
started lobbying for tickets for
HP electoral battle. The parties
are overcautious in the declara-
tion of the list of candidates as
they fear that those disgruntled
may join the opposition. Few
Congress leaders have already
joined the BJP. Government
employees and farmers can tilt
the wave in any party’s favour.
The BJP is banking on star lead-
ers and the Congress on anti-
incumbency. The Congress did
win the bypolls.

VViirreennddeerr  SShhaarrmmaa,,  SShhiimmllaa

Himachal elections
The BJP seems to have somewhat
recovered — at least in public per-
ception — since its electoral drub-
bing in the byelections last year.
The BJP’s poor hold on adminis-
tration, confrontation with
employees’ lobby and incumben-
cy may come in the way of its
‘repeat mission’ ambition. Timely
hand-holding by the Centre, the
PM’s visit and a number of devel-
opment schemes may make a dif-
ference. Riding high on Punjab
success, the AAP is upbeat but
the bubble may not survive the
ground situation. It may have to
wait for meaningful electoral
presence. The state is poised for
an interesting contest and no one
can take the public for granted.

GGPP  CCAAPPTT  JJSS  BBOOPPAARRAAII  ((RREETTDD)),,  
bbyy  mmaaiill
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School students holds a banner that reads “Stop Target Killing” at a school, in Jammu, Tuesday, Oct 18.

PROTEST AGAINST TARGETED KILLINGS 

OO n course to get a third five-year term, Chinese President Xi Jinping
has announced that his country’s military modernisation pro-

gramme would continue at full steam over the next five years. He has set
his sights on expeditiously making the People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
which will celebrate its centenary in 2027, an armed force of world-class
standards, even as the long-term goal is to achieve ‘the great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation’ by 2049. Xi has declared that the Chinese mil-
itary will intensify troop training and combat preparedness to ‘fight and
win’ wars, along with establishing a strong system of strategic deter-
rence. Cocking a snook at the US, he has warned that China will not
renounce the use of force to unify Taiwan with the mainland. China’s mil-
itary spending in 2022 is expected to be over four times that of India’s
and nearly 3.5 times that of Russia. The annual defence expenditure of
Russia is around US$70 billion as per the Trading Economics global
macro models and analysis projections. The Ukraine war is bound to raise
Russia’s defence spending. China officially announced its defence budg-
et of Yuan 1.45 trillion (US$229.5 billion) for the current year before its
National People’s Congress (NPC) on March 5. Janes, the trusted source
of defence intelligence, estimates China’s defence budget to be $58 bil-
lion more than the official figure, making the total to US$287.8 billion. A
‘work report’ issued at the NPC by Premier Li Keqiang said the increase
is aligned with China’s military goals. These include the target to achieve
“military development” by 2027, the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), and “military modernisation” by
2035. It is generally believed that China’s actual military spending is sub-
stantially higher than what is announced in public. However, it may not
be anywhere near the US, the world’s biggest military spender. Last year,
the US Senate passed a roughly $770-billion defence expenditure bill for
2022. In contrast, India’s military spending is really small considering its
geographical size, population and growing challenges from China and
Pakistan. Its defence budget for 2022-23 is only US$54.20 billion, exclud-
ing the defence pensions. It is primarily focused towards the upkeep and
modernisation of operational armed forces. India’s total defence spend-
ing, including pensions, for 2022-23 is projected at US$70.6 billion, rep-
resenting a 9.8 percent increase over last year. In 2018, India’s parlia-
mentary (Lok Sabha) standing committee on defence had recommended
that the country’s defence spending should be equivalent to three per-
cent of its GDP. In reality, it is below two percent. Even smaller European
countries spend around 2.5 percent of their GDP on defence. With bel-
ligerent China in the north along a 3,488km-long land border and mali-
cious Pakistan in the west sharing 3,310-long border with India, the
country needs to double its defence expenditure to reasonably protect
itself against possible external aggression.  India must invest big in
defence to match China’s firepower. The Russia-Ukraine war once again
proved that self help is the best help. Ukraine is fighting its own battle
after its western allies refused to directly fight against Russia. Frustrated
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy, who expect-
ed physical support from the US and other NATO powers, lashed out at
western leaders for failing to come to his country’s rescue from Russian
‘atrocities.’ The Ukrainian president blamed ‘western politicians’ for
inaction after shelling killed fleeing civilians. India too has few depend-
able strategic allies which will fight for India in case of a full-blown war
in the South Asian region. India certainly needs to build a strong defence
for itself and will to win. Though India did not find a mention in Xi’s
address, the presence of military commander Qi Fabao, who was injured
in the 2020 Galwan valley clash, among the delegates and the screening
of video clips of the bloody faceoff in the Great Hall of People were clear-
ly aimed at rubbing New Delhi the wrong way. The PLA’s modernisation
overdrive makes it incumbent on the Indian armed forces to considerably
raise their level of battle preparedness. In view of China’s incorrigibly
overbearing demeanour, the challenging task of achieving jointness of
the three services under the supervision of the new CDS needs to be
completed on priority.

India need to improve
Defence capability

EE ducation is a process of imparting
knowledge, skills, and knowledge

to ensure the overall development of an
individual and the greater advance-
ment of society as a whole. By educat-
ing the mind of individuals, they devel-
op a scientific temper, a sense of
rationality, and a sharp intellect that
enables them to do any task with effi-
ciency. “Educating a person, not in
morality but the mind is to educate a
danger to society” aptly reflects the
idea behind the above quote by
Mahatma Gandhi. Education promotes
the metamorphosis of a child into a
full-fledged adult. Mere learning with-
out the promotion and development of
values also defies the definition of edu-
cation. The education of values and
principles shapes and molds a soul.
Education has a deep meaning, it seeks
to develop an all-round personality
who is honest and modern, better
equipped to understand and deal with
the complexities of the outside world,
human relationships, and emotions,
humanity at large, and a better society.
, be able to participate in the process of
harmonizing. Only by educating the
mind means that we can only develop
cognition. But, educating the heart
embodies empathy, compassion,
respect for diversity and human digni-
ty, love, respect for the law of the land,
etc. For this, it will be necessary to

learn about and appreciate philosophy,
ethics, morality, social values, and
knowledge of beauty. in the fields of
art, literature, poetry, and music. Only
developing knowledge will help to build
human robots, not humans. However,
educating the mind without merely
educating the heart can be useless and
counterproductive at times. Education
devoid of the incorporation of moral
values and ethical principles produces
intellectuals and experts without
strong moral character and behavior.
For example, the dehumanizing prac-
tice of domestic violence is common
even in the homes of most educated
people in the Indian subcontinent.
Achieving academic excellence for all
students is at the core of any school’s
purpose, and will inform much of what
they do. Character education is not a
new thing, its extension is like the work
of Aristotle. Yet it can be argued that
the pursuit of success in schools in
recent years has led to calls to put the
cart before the horse. Students are
pressured to think only of success in
terms of exam grades and university
places, which can often be counterpro-
ductive to the student’s well-being and
academic progress. It does not matter
how educated or wealthy one is if
his/her underlying character or per-
sonality lacks morality. Such personali-
ties can be a threat to a peaceful soci-

ety. Eg: Mussolini and Hitler are all
examples of education devoid of moral-
ity which is leading mankind toward
destruction. It is equally relevant in
contemporary times. For example, an
educated person taking dowry would
be the death knell for gender equality
and gender justice. The seven sins of
Gandhiji will be realized when we are
educated without morality like science
without humanity as is the case with
nuclear weapons today. Thus, educa-
tion without values, as useful as it
seems, makes a man a clever devil. The
pervasiveness of the forces of terror-
ism, Naxalism, and fundamentalism is
driven by strong minds but weak
hearts. Persons with relatively weak
moral character and with the ability
and skill to work are easily misled by
evil forces. Illegal practices of cross-
border human trafficking, and drug and
animal trafficking are carried out by
intelligent people disguised as security
forces. This highlights the lack of values
of love, compassion, and empathy in
the hearts of these people. The misuse
of digital space and technology to com-
mit cybercrime and cyber fraud at the
national and international levels shows
that there exist educated minds lacking
basic ethical understanding. The indis-
criminate and heartless exploitation of
biodiversity, the environment, and the
natural ecosystem by humanity is a sad

example of education and skill without
a good heart. The practices of corrup-
tion, nepotism, communalism, etc.
reflect the lack of principles of honesty,
integrity, and honesty among the
administrators and the political class.
To fight these evils among others, we
need to educate the mind as well as the
heart of the individuals. It is essential to
build the character of individuals
because ‘knowledge without character’
is one of the seven Gandhian sins.
Value-based education, ethical training
of students and professionals along
with conscious socialization to impart
moral values at an early age will ensure
ethical conduct in our society. For this,
the development of value-based peda-
gogy, study material, and storytelling
along with the implementation of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in
letter and spirit will ensure the holistic
development of the minds and hearts of
children and society. Education without
ethics is like a ship without a compass,
just wandering nowhere. It is not
enough to have the power of concentra-
tion, there must be objectives to focus
on. Knowing the truth is not enough,
rather we should love the truth and
make sacrifices for it.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurr--
nnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt))

Educating the mind instead of the heart is a threat to a peaceful society

Covid pandemic caused prolonged decline in global life expectancy: Study
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VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

Internet banking frauds and ways to avoid them is undoubtedly a
topic that has been done to death. And yet, people across country
continue to lose money in such frauds with an alarming frequency.
Today computer and internet has become very common and neces-
sary for our daily life. Back in 1990, less than 1 lakh people were able
access Internet worldwide. Now around 2.5 million people are
hooked up to surf the net around the globe.  The IT Act, 2000, was
enacted primarily to provide a platform for e-commerce to take off in
India. The Act does not sufficiently cover social media crimes and
mobile phone crimes. No doubt, the implementation of the IT Rules,
2011, was a welcome move as it mandated provisions for Internet
Service. Though, banks have multiple server farms and software to
monitor security, banks need to work on how to have affective cus-
tomer awareness programs as far as Cyber Fraud and banking frau-
dare concerned.As the use of internet is increasing, a new face of
crime is spreading rapidly from in-person crime to nameless and
faceless crimes involving computers. Cyber Frauds includes all unau-
thorized access of information and break security like privacy, pass-
word, etc. with the use of internet. Cyber Frauds also includes crimi-
nal activities performed by the use of computers like virus attacks,
financial crimes, e-mail spamming, cyber phishing, cyber stalking,
unauthorized access to computer system, theft of information con-
tained in the electronic form, e-mail bombing, physically damaging
the computer system, etc. The internet brings joy to our lives but at
the same time it has some negative sides too. The cyber criminals are
always in a search to find out the new ways to attack the possible
internet victims. New generation is growing up with computers and
most important is that all the monetary transactions are moving on
to the internet. So, it has become very important for us to be aware
of the various Cyber crimes being committed with the help of com-
puters. The Cyber crimes today are on rise and the latest & perhaps
the most complicated problem in the cyber world. It is observed that
the internet world is ever-evolving and fraudsters continuously use
newer ways to commit frauds. Earlier when internet banking was
started, we thought that user name and password was enough secu-
rity but then additional security measures were developed, but that
too is now proving futile. The vulnerability of credit and debit cards
and net banking has made it easy for criminals who are just a click
away from easy money. Thus there is a need of widespread customer
awareness about risks and threats of giving out confidential login
information of internet banking. With the right permissions, hackers
have succeeded in changing daily ATM cash limits and create fraud-
ulent credit cards with new PINs for third parties to access accounts.
It is rightly said that “Prevention is better than cure” so it is always
better to take certain precautions while operating the internet by
way of  following good practices in order to minimize the security risk
of increasing Cyber crimes in banks.  No doubt, it is not possible to
eliminate Cyber Frauds in banks in total but it is quite possible to
check them. Legislation cannot totally succeed in eliminating crime
but we must be aware of our rights and duties i.e. to report the crime
as a collective duty towards the society and making the application
of laws more stringent to check cyber crime.

If it’s smart, it’s vulnerable

TT he development of value-based pedagogy, study material, and

storytelling will ensure the holistic development of the mind and

hearts of children and society. Education without ethics is like a ship

without a compass, just wandering nowhere. It is not enough to have

the power of concentration, there must be objectives to focus on.

Knowing the truth is not enough, rather we should love the truth and

make sacrifices for it. Educating the heart embodies empathy, com-

passion, respect for diversity and human dignity, love, respect for the

law of the land, etc. For this, it will be necessary to learn about and

appreciate philosophy, ethics, morality, social values, and knowledge

of beauty. in the fields of art, literature, poetry, and music. Only

developing knowledge will help to build human robots, not humans.

C OVID-19 has caused a
prolonged decline in life

expectancy levels, leading to
global mortality changes un-
precedented in the last 70
years, according to a study.

The researchers from the
University of Oxford, UK,
and Max Planck Institute for
Demographic Research in
Germany used data from 29
countries in Europe, as well
as Chile and the US.

The study, published on
Monday in the journal
Nature Human Behaviour,
found that life expectancy in
2021 remained lower than ex-
pected across all 29 countries,
had pre-pandemic trends con-
tinued.

Previous global epidemics
have seen fairly rapid
“bounce backs” to life ex-
pectancy levels, the re-
searchers said.

However, the scale and
magnitude of COVID-19, on
mortality, confounds claims
it has had no more impact
than a flu-like illness, they
said.

The researchers noted that
life expectancy losses during

recurring flu epidemics over
the second-half of the 20th
century have been much
smaller and less widespread
than those seen in the pan-
demic.

A clear geographical divide
appeared in 2021. The re-
searchers found most coun-
tries in Western Europe expe-
rienced life expectancy
bounce backs from the sharp
losses in 2020.

Sweden, Switzerland,
Belgium and France saw
complete bounce backs, re-
turning to pre-pandemic life
expectancy levels. While
England and Wales saw par-
tial bounce backs from 2020
levels in 2021.

Life expectancy in Scotland
and Northern Ireland, how-
ever, remained at the same
depressed level as 2020.

However, Eastern Europe
and the US witnessed wors-
ening or compounded losses
in life expectancy over the
same period.

The scale of life expectan-
cy losses during the COVID-
19 pandemic in Eastern
Europe were similar to those

last seen at the break-up of
the Soviet Union, according
to the researchers.

This East-West divide in
life expectancy during
COVID-19 generally reflects
bigger losses in countries
which had lower pre-pandem-
ic life expectancy levels, they
said.

Bulgaria was the worst-hit
of the countries studied, with
a decline in life expectancy of
nearly 43 months, over two
years of the pandemic.

“Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Lithuania, Poland, and
Slovakia suffered substan-
tially higher life expectancy
deficits in 2021 compared to

2020, indicating a worsening
mortality burden over the
course of the pandemic,” the
authors of the study said.

In addition to pre-pandem-
ic life expectancy, there ap-
peared to be a vaccination ef-
fect which followed the same
East-West divide in Europe.
Countries with higher pro-
portions of fully vaccinated
people experienced smaller
life expectancy deficits.

Older ages, especially those
over 80 who had seen the bulk
of deaths in 2020, benefitted
from vaccine protection and
a decline in excess mortality
in 2021.

“A notable shift between
2020 and 2021 was that the age
patterns of excess mortality
shifted in 2021 towards
younger age groups, as vac-
cines began to protect the
old,” said Ridhi Kashyap, a
study co-author from Oxford.

However, there were “out-
liers,” which had surprising-
ly high life expectancy losses,
in spite of high vaccination
rates.

“Finer-grained details of
the age prioritization of vac-

cine roll-out and the types of
vaccines used may account
for some of these differences,
as well as correlations be-
tween vaccine uptake and
compliance with non-phar-
maceutical interventions or
the overall health care sys-
tem capacity,” said Jonas
Scholey, study co-author from
the Max Planck Institute.

“Countries, such as
Sweden, Switzerland,
Belgium and France, man-
aged a recovery to pre-pan-
demic levels of life expectan-
cy because they managed to
protect both the old and the
young,” Scholey said.

The research team voices
concern, however, about the
possible wider international
impact of the pandemic.

“In 2020, losses in life ex-
pectancy suffered in Brazil
and Mexico exceeded those
experienced in the US, so it is
likely these countries may
have continued suffering
mortality impacts in 2021 —
even potentially exceeding
the 43 months we estimated
for Bulgaria,” said study co-
author, Jose Manuel Aburto.
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Fertiliser shortage

Chandigarh: There is
no shortage of DAP
and urea fertiliser in
Haryana, state
Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry
Minister J P Dalal said
on Monday. "For the
upcoming Rabi sea-
son, about 2.70 lakh
metric tonnes, that is
54 lakh bags of DAP
(Di-ammonium
Phosphate) have been
allocated across the
state. The Department
has made adequate
arrangements for the
storage of agricultural
fertilizers in the state,"
he added. He said that
in the next four days,
seven more rakes of
14,800 MT DAP and
18,200 MT of urea
would be made avail-
able through railways.

Investors meet
Hyderabad: Odisha
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday sought invest-
ments from business-
men here. By high-
lighting the natural
and human resources,
among others, and a
stable government in
Odisha, he said,"On
the strength of our ...
natural resources,
skilled human re-
sources, and stable
government, Odisha
is emerging as a lead-
ing destination for in-
dustries and invest-
ment." He was speak-
ing at the 'Odisha
Investors' Meet' hosted
by the State govern-
ment in collaboration
with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), the
national industry
partner for 'Make-in-
Odisha' conclave '22 to
be held in the capital
city of Bhubaneswar
from November 30 to
December 4, 2022.

Reduce tax 

New Delhi: Union
Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Tuesday
said there is a huge
demand for air travel
after the pandemic
and urged eight states
and Union Territories
to reduce the tax on
jet fuel. Air traffic
growth will be driven
by smaller cities, he
said and emphasised
the need for develop-
ing airport infra-
structure in such
places. The minister
was speaking at the
Civil Aviation
Ministers' conference
in the national capi-
tal. The domestic air
traffic is inching clos-
er to pre-COVID level
and in recent times,
the daily passenger
numbers crossed the
four lakh mark twice.
Scindia said that
Value Added Tax
(VAT) on jet fuel is
still high in eight
states and Union
Territories in the
range of 20-30 per
cent and urged them
to reduce the rate. Jet
fuel cost accounts for
a significant part of
an airline's opera-
tional costs.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The fight against infla-
tion will be dogged and
prolonged, given the long
and variable lags with
which monetary policy op-
erates, an RBI article said.
"Yet, if we succeed, we will
entrench India's prospects
as one of the fastest grow-
ing economies of the
world enjoying a negative
inflation differential with
the rest of the world," ac-
cording to the article on
the state of economy au-
thored by a team lead by
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Deputy Governor
Michael Debabrata Patra.
It said this happy outcome

will re-enthuse foreign in-
vestors, stabilise markets
and secure financial sta-
bility on an enduring
basis. Retail inflation
spiked to 7.41 per cent in
September, remaining
above RBI's upper toler-
ance level of 6 per cent for
the ninth month in a row.
With inflation remaining
above the 6 per cent level,
RBI, now, will have to give
a report to the central gov-
ernment giving reasons
for failure to contain infla-
tion at 4 per cent with a
bias of 2 per cent on either
side. "While the persist-
ence of headline CPI
(Consumer Price Index)
inflation above the toler-

ance band for three con-
secutive quarters (up to
September) will trigger
mandated accountability
processes, monetary poli-
cy remains focussed on re-
aligning inflation with the
target," the article said.

The article has been
published in the RBI's
October bulletin. The cen-
tral bank said the views
expressed in the article
are those of the authors
and do not represent its
views. Headline inflation
is set to ease from its
September high, albeit
stubbornly, on the back of
easing momentum and
favourable base effects.
"These positive develop-

ments are likely to be
driven by the food and
beverages, which has un-
dergone repeated shocks
in the first half of the
year," it said. There has
also been an appreciable
decline in WPI inflation in
September on a broad-
based easing across its
constituents. Easing in in-
ternational price pres-
sures embodied in com-
modity and supply chain
pressures are also likely
to contribute to the soften-
ing of costs and prices.
The article also mentions
that India is poised to con-
solidate and accelerate
the recovery over the rest
of the year.

Fight against inflation will be
dogged, prolonged: RBI article Mumbai, Oct 18: 

A day after lowering the
deposits for small savers
(under Rs 10 crore in sav-
ings deposits by 5 bps to
2.70 per cent per annum,
the nation's largest lender
State Bank on Tuesday in-
creased the savings de-
posit rates by 30 bps for
large accounts. The bank
said the new pricing of 30
bps more on deposits, is
applicable for Rs 10 crore
and above, and is effective
from October 15. Banks
have been witnessing
flight of money to other
asset classes even as they
were lending more. For
many months, deposit
growth has not been keep-
ing pace with credit
growth which in the first

half averaged at 14.8 per
cent while deposits have
been much lower at 9.5 per
cent only. In the past many
years, deposits have been
growing in high single dig-
its but credit has been neg-
ative or in low single digit.
While interest rates for
saving bank deposits
below Rs 10 crore remains
unchanged at 2.70 percent,
down 5 bps, those Rs 10
crore or above will attract
30 bps more at 3 per cent,
SBI said.

As of June 2022, the
bank has a deposit base of
over Rs 40.46 lakh crore
with the Casa ratio of
45.33 and advances of over
Rs 29 lakh crore. The bank
commands a market share
of 33.3 per cent (at over Rs
6 lakh crore in outstand-

ing) and 19.3 per cent in
home loans and auto
loans, respectively. The
bank on Monday also in-
creased the lending rates
(marginal cost of funds
based lending rates or
MCLR) 7.95 per cent, up by
25 bps from previous rate,
which came to effect from
October 15, for the bench-
mark one-year tenor,
which is the rate against
which most of the con-
sumer loans are tied to.
SBI has also raised the
two- and three-year tenor
MCLRs to 8.15 per cent
and 8.25 per cent respec-
tively from 7.90 per cent
and 8 per cent. The
overnight, one-, three- and
six-month rates have been
raised in the range of 7.60-
7.90 per cent.

SBI hikes savings deposit rate by
30 bps for Rs 10 cr and above

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday said there is a
huge opportunity for the
country in pushing the
growth of the renewable
energy industry and be-
come a global supplier. He
said that energy security
is the next thrust area
which will provide eco-
nomic opportunity for the
renewable energy sector.
"We have tremendous po-
tential to make a big differ-
ence to India's and the
world's future, both on sus-
tainability and self-re-
liance on energy.

"It is a great opportunity
to nurture the renewable
energy industry and grow
into becoming a world sup-
plier," Goyal said while ad-
dressing a CII's conference
on making India a global
hub in renewable energy.
The minister also pitched

for using technology in a
bigger way, and training
MSMEs (Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises) to
become quality suppliers
of goods and services in
the sector.

The Indian economy is a
"bright star" in an other-
wise gloomy situation
globally, he added. Goyal
said that India has the po-
tential to grow into a glob-
al supplier of renewable
energy equipment. He also
stressed that there is a
need to maintain the en-

tire renewable energy sup-
ply chain in India "to the
best of our ability", right
from the equipment stage
up to innovation and new
technology, so that "we can
lead the world rather than
being dependent on other
countries".

The minister said that
India had been dependent
on imports of machinery
and equipment in both the
renewable energy and con-
ventional energy sectors
and the imports of fuels
like oil and coal, which
continues to the day. He
said that the prices of
these products were sub-
ject to geopolitical uncer-
tainties. Goyal urged
Indian industry to draw
from international collab-
orations and learnings
and make India 'atmanirb-
har' in renewable energy
and achieve twin advan-
tages of sustainability and
energy security.

Great opportunity to nurture renewable energy
industry to become world supplier: Goyal

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Air India chief
Campbell Wilson on
Tuesday said the airline
aims to have 30 per cent
share in both domestic
and international markets
in the next five years.
Currently, the loss-making
carrier, which was taken
over by Tata group in
January, has put in place
the revival plan
'Vihaan.AI'. Air India aims
to have 30 per cent share in
domestic and internation-
al markets in the next five
years, Wilson, who is the
MD and CEO, told re-
porters here. Currently,
the airline has a domestic
market share of 10 per
cent and an international
market share of 12 per
cent. 'Vihaan.AI' is a com-
prehensive transforma-
tion plan with a detailed
road map for next five

years. The airline is work-
ing on "restoring the repu-
tation" and there is evi-
dence that progress is
being made, Wilson said. It
has also negotiated vari-
ous contracts. According
to Wilson, the airline will
triple its fleet in the next

five years. The airline will
be inducting 5 wide-body
Boeing and 25 Airbus nar-
row-body planes over the
next 15 months. The air-
craft being leased are 21
Airbus A320 neos, 4
Airbus A321 neos and 5
Boeing B777-200L.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains to close 7 paise
down at 82.37 (provisional)
against the US dollar in a
restricted trade on
Tuesday. At the interbank
forex market, the local
unit opened at 82.21
against the greenback. It
witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.02 and a low of
82.37 against the
American currency dur-
ing the session. It finally
ended at 82.37 against the
US dollar, down 7 paise
from its previous close of
82.30. The dollar index,
which measures the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.18 per
cent to 112.24.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
0.27 per cent to USD 91.37
per barrel. "Rupee contin-
ued to consolidate in a
narrow range in the last

few sessions despite
volatility in major crosses.
Reaction on the rupee re-
mained muted even as the
dollar fell marginally
against its major crosses,"
said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services. Risk on senti-
ment got a boost after
Britain's new finance min-
ister scrapped Prime
Minister Liz Truss's pro-
posed tax cuts and reined
in her energy subsidies,
Somaiya said.

Rupee falls 7 paise to close
at 82.37 against US dollar

Air India aims 30 pc international
mkt share in 5 years: CEO

Air India Chief Executive Officer (CEO) & Managing Director (MD)
Campbell Wilson speaks during an interaction with media, in New
Delhi, Tuesday, Oct 18.

Mumbai, Oct 18:  

The season of lights, posi-
tivity, happiness, and to-
getherness has us all geared
up to look and feel our best.
After two years of virtual
living, families are planning
reunions, social calendars
are being reserved, and aus-
picious dates are being set
aside to commemorate im-
portant beginnings. The fes-
tive season this year is all
about dressing up and going
out to be with our loved
ones.There isn’t a better
time to indulge in the best of
fashion and beauty and put
your party face on. While
shopping for outfits may ap-
pear to be an exciting expe-
rience, nailing down the en-

tire look for Diwali week is
no easy task— it takes a lot
of searching and styling to
deliver your best.Amazon
Fashion & Beauty offers
9lakh+ styles from1000+ top
fashion and beauty cate-
gories to help you look and
feel festive.Enjoy upto 50%
to 80% discounts on top
brands such as, BIBA,
Janasya, Manyavar, Titan,
Yellow Chimes, Metro,
Mochi, Sugar Cosmetics,
Maybelline, Forest
Essentials and KAMA
Ayurveda among others.

We have rounded up
some Bollywood inspired
shop-ready finds that are
sure to help you steal the
show and make you feel like
a celebrity yourself.

Amazon Fashion &
Beauty offers 50% to

80% discounts Chennai, Oct 18: 

As Dvara Kshetriya Gramin
Financial Services Pvt Ltd. (Dvara
KGFS), a leading NBFC operating
in remote rural parts of India,
enters its 15th year of existence,
announces go-to-market initia-
tives such as KGFS Digital, KGFS
Direct, My KGFS, KGFS Branch on
Wheels and KGFS Partnerships
including change in colour of
brand attire. The key initiative
includes the implementation of
the omnichannel network where
customers can connect with
Dvara KGFS’ Wealth Managers
through its multiple avenues.
Having embarked on the innova-
tive and ambitious path of
employing its aggressive growth
strategy by adopting an
omnichannel route, this initiative
will help Dvara KGFS deliver
products and services in a stan-

dardized manner with a superior
customer experience. This chan-
nel is an integral component and
support network for the growing
branch network of 295 branches
spread across the 12,000+ vil-
lages that Dvara KGFS caters to.
Speaking on the journey of
DVARA KGFS, Mr. LVLN Murty,
MD & CEO, Dvara KGFS, spoke,
“14 years of a remarkable jour-
ney since 2008 with a singular
agenda of helping create wealth
for people in deep rural pockets
of India, Dvara KGFS has evolved
into a full-fledged operational
service provider covering across
many geographies and catering
to more than 1.38 million popula-
tion today. We are looking at
adopting a meaningful strategy
to expand our reach to more
rural communities and geogra-
phies by adopting the omnichan-
nel approach.” 

DVARA KGFS annnouces
slew of measures as it

enters 15th year

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

The Board of Directors
of HDFC Bank Limited
approved the Bank’s
(Indian GAAP) results for
the quarterand half year
ended September 30, 2022,
at its meeting held in
Mumbai on Saturday,
October 15, 2022. The ac-
counts have been subject-
ed toan audit by the statu-
tory auditors of the Bank.
The Bank’s core net rev-
enue (excluding trading
and Mark to Market loss-
es), grew by 18.3% to ?
28,869.8 crore for the quar-
ter ended September 30,
2022 from Rs 24,409.7
crore for the quarter
ended September 30,
2021.The total net rev-
enues (net interest in-
come plus other income)
were Rs 28,616.7 crore for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022.

Net interest income (in-

terest earned less interest
expended) for the quarter
ended September 30, 2022
grew by 18.9% to Rs
21,021.2 crore from Rs
17,684.4 crore for the quar-
ter ended September 30,
2021. Core net interest
margin was at 4.1% on
total assets, and 4.3%
based on interest earning
assets.

Operating expenses for
the quarter ended
September 30, 2022 were
Rs 11,224.6crore, an in-
crease of 21.0% over Rs
9,277.9 crore during the
corresponding quarter of
the previousyear. The
cost-to-income ratio for
the quarterwas at 39.2%.

P r e - p r o v i s i o n
Operating Profit (PPOP)
was at Rs17,392.2
crore.PPOP, excluding
trading and Mark to
Market losses, grew by
16.6% over the quarter
ended September 30, 2021.

HDFC Bank net profit up by
20.1% at Rs 10,605.8 crore

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

India should consider taxing passenger
vehicles based on emissions rather than
length and engine size of vehicles, for a
cleaner environment, Nissan Motor India
MD Rakesh Srivastava said on Tuesday.
Nissan, which is looking to drive in its
global sports utility vehicles, including X-
Trail into the Indian market to strength-
en its presence in the country, said multi-
ple technologies such as hybrids must
also be considered to curb air pollution
through automobiles. "We can have differ-
ent tax slabs based on the level of emis-
sions," Srivastava said here in an interac-
tion, adding the government already has
a different tax structure for below four
meters, above four meters, in terms of
length and in terms of fuel. Under the
GST regime, cars attract the highest tax
slab of 28 per cent and on top of that a
cess is levied. Small petrol cars with en-
gine capacity less than 1200cc attract only
1 per cent cess, while diesel cars with en-

gine capacity of less than 1500cc attract 3
per cent cess, on top of the 28 per cent
GST rate. Similarly, sports utility vehicles
(SUVs), which include cars with length
exceeding 4,000 mm and having a ground
clearance of 169 mm and above attract a
GST rate of 50 per cent.

India should consider taxing passenger
vehicles based on emissions, says

Nissan Motor India MD

Nissan Motor India Pvt Ltd MD Rakesh
Srivastava with Nissan India Operation President
Frank Torres at the unveiling of the companys X-
Trail, Qashqai and Juke SUVs, at Aerocity in New
Delhi, Tuesday, Oct. 18.

Mumbai, Oct 18: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices rallied for the third
day on the trot on Tuesday
amid firm global market
trends and buying in ener-
gy, banking and FMCG
counters. The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 549.62
points or 0.94 per cent to
settle at 58,960.60. During
the day, it zoomed 732.68
points or 1.25 per cent to
59,143.66. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty surged
175.15 points or 1.01 per
cent to end at 17,486.95.
State Bank of India (SBI)
was the biggest gainer in
the Sensex pack, climbing
3.41 per cent, followed by
ITC, Nestle India, Bharti
Airtel, IndusInd Bank,
L&T, M&M and Reliance
Industries. Only five con-
stituents finished in the red
-- HDFC, NTPC, Tech

Mahindra, Sun Pharma
and HDFC Bank, slipping
up to 0.72 per cent. "The
Indian market is sustaining
its gains due to favourable
global and domestic cues.
Home-grown positivity is
the downward trend of
crude prices and upside
prospects to Q2 corporate
earnings. "Notably too,
RBI's confidence that head-
line inflation has peaked in
September and henceforth
will decline is taken cheer-
fully by the financial mar-
ket, providing upside to
banks," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

New Delhi, Oct 18: 

Joining peer lenders,
SBI, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Federal Bank
are the latest in the list to
revise their marginal cost
of funds based lending
rates (MCLRs) in addition
to hikes in repo-linked
rates from early October.
Following a hike in repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India on September 30 by
50 basis points to 5.90 per
cent, banks raised their
repo-linked lending rates
by a similar margin.
Gradually, they also raised
the marginal cost of funds
based lending rates. The
country's largest lender
State Bank of India (SBI)
has revised the MCLR for
the benchmark one-year
tenor to 7.95 per cent, up by
25 basis points from previ-
ous rate, which came to ef-

fect from October 15, 2022.
The one-year tenor MCLR
is the rate against which
most of the consumer
loans are tied to. SBI has
also raised the two- and
three-year tenor MCLRs to
8.15 per cent and 8.25 per
cent respectively, as
against 7.90 per cent and 8
per cent. The overnight,
one-, three- and six-month
rates have been raised in
the range of 7.60-7.90 per
cent. Private sector lender
Kotak Mahindra Bank
said the MCLR for various
tenors has been set in the
range of 7.70-8.95 per cent
with effect from October
16, 2022. Its revised one-
year MCLR rate is 8.75 per
cent. While south-based
Federal Bank said its one-
year MCLR on loans and
advances has been revised
to 8.70 per cent with effect
from October 16.

Banks hike MCLRs, 
repo-linked lending rates

post RBI rate action

Markets rally for 3rd day
amid positive global trends;

RIL, banking stocks spurt

Anushka Sharma shoots in Eden
Garden for ‘Chakda Xpress’

A
ctress-producer Anushka
Sharma was seen shooting
in Kolkata's iconic Eden

Garden for her upcoming film
'Chakda Xpress'. In the pictures,

Anushka, who will be seen playing
cricketer Jhulan Goswami, is sporting

shoulder length hair dressed in a cricket jer-
sey and white sport shoes. Jhulan Goswami

succeeded in her goal and went on to captain the
Indian women's national cricket team and is a
role model for aspiring cricketers in the country.
In 2018, an Indian postage stamp was issued in
her honour. Jhulan Goswami holds the world
record for the highest number of wickets taken
by a woman in an international career. 'Chakda
Xpress', directed by Prosit Roy, is based on the life
of Jhulan Goswami, who became the second
Indian woman cricketer to receive the Padma
Shri in 2012. The film marks Anushka's comeback
to acting after four years. 'Chakda Xpress' will be
shot in India and the UK and is being produced by
Clean Slate Filmz.

A
ctress Shilpa
Shetty, who is the
latest to shower

praise on director Rishab
Shetty's critically ac-
claimed Kannada film
'Kantara', said that the
film took her back to her
roots.

Taking to Instagram,
Shilpa Shetty, whose moth-
er tongue is Kannada,
wrote: "Appreciation post
for 'Kantara'. Watched the
film in the theatre...Oh My

G o d !

What a narrative, emo-
tion, vibe and world."

"Had goose bumps dur-
ing the climax! The power
of cinema transports the
watcher into this world. A
world I belong to! Really
took me back to my roots.

"Without any bias, this
one's a must watch just for
the sheer brilliance of
story telling, performanc-
es, heart, faith and direc-
tion. Whoa. "Rishab Shetty
- hats off to your convic-
tion and versatility. You
have worn many hats in

this project and added
feathers to it too.

Enjoy the suc-
cess."

A series of
c e l e b r i t i e s

cutting across south
Indian film industries
have been lauding the film.
Only recently, actress
Anushka Shetty had said:
"Watched 'Kantara'..
Totally totally loved it.
Congratulations to each
and every actor, producer,
technicians. "Team
'Kantara', you all were
amazing, and thank you all
for the experience. Rishab
Shetty you were amazing.
Please watch the movie in
the theatres. Don't miss it!"
A couple of days before,
Tamil star Dhanush and
Telugu star Prabhas had
lauded the film. Dhanush
had said: "'Kantara'... Mind
blowing!! A must watch...
Rishab Shetty, you should

be very proud of yourself.
Congratulations Hombale
Films. Keep pushing the
boundaries. A big hug to
all the actors and techni-
cians of the film. God
bless." Prabhas, for his
part, had said: "Watched
'Kantara' for the second
time and what an extraor-
dinary experience it has
been! Great concept and a
thrilling climax. A must
watch film in theatres!!!"

The film features Rishab
Shetty and Sapthami
Gowda in the lead and has
been written and directed
by Rishab Shetty himself.
Produced by Vijay
Kiragandur, 'Kantara' has
music by B. Ajaneesh
Loknath.

ACROSS

1. Helps a crook

6. Distant

10. Inferno

14. Memorize

15. Sub shop

16. The ____ of March

17. "West Side Story" character

18. Spill

19. Football cheers

20. Terrific

22. "Sex and ____ City"

23. Mets' old stadium

24. Ownership paper

26. Bodily structure

28. Bro, e.g.

31. Hanging ornament

33. Put up with

36. Dreary

41. Alert

42. Lemon drink

44. Australian marsupial

45. Largest desert

47. Forefather

49. Program

51. Turner or Koppel

52. Yearly publication

56. Resorts

59. Kite feature

60. Kind

62. Source of answers

66. Milky stone

67. Brad

69. Relative by marriage (hyph.)

70. Office note

71. Location

72. Large pebble

73. Narrow cut

74. Sycamore or oak

75. Avid

DOWN

1. Charity

2. Boyfriend

3. Wyatt ____

4. Endeavored

5. Entrap

6. Paid notices

7. Touched

8. Oahu greetings

9. Matured

10. Initial

11. Potato state

12. Tailor again

13. School assignment

21. Greek letter

25. Computer info

27. Identical

28. Depots (abbr.)

29. Dubuque's locale
30. Uninspired
32. Auto
34. Distinctive time
35. Aired again
37. Help!
38. Actor ____ Damon
39. Balm
40. Cooking fat
43. Concludes
46. Versus
48. Guitarist's aid
50. Pastry
52. Small particles
53. Coat part
54. Home of the Dolphins
55. Mete out
57. Ascend
58. Yule visitor
61. High-flying toy
63. Drain obstruction
64. Path
65. Washstand item
68. Director Spike ____
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It may be hard to connect with others
today, Aquarius. People may be rather
indecisive. On the other hand, people are
apt to be more malleable. This could be a
good time to take charge. Be sure that you
keep in mind the best interests of all par-
ties involved. It isn't fair for you to take
advantage of people who can't make up
their own minds about something.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You've had a strong propensity for war
lately, Pisces. Your drive toward getting
things done has rallied and you're anxious
to make progress. The problem is that you
might have to hold back a bit today, since
there is a great force at work encouraging
to you to take a break from your current
trajectory. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your balancing powers will be put to the
test today when your desire to fight con-
flicts with your need to plan, Aries. You
might be even more indecisive than usual
as a result of this internal tension. Be
aware of time and the restrictions that it
puts on you. Devise a plan that uses your
energy in the most efficient way possible. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Try not to get too frustrated by the indeci-
siveness that plagues you today, Taurus.
The longer you stand still, the harder it
will be to get moving. The key is to find a
balance between planning and forceful-
ness. There's an incredible need for you
make progress now. If you're met with
resistance, you should probably just back
off for now. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Indecisiveness could be your biggest
nemesis today, Gemini. The general tone
of the day is apt to be quite explosive as
a feeling of restriction and discipline
comes into conflict with a need to fight
and conquer. You might find that your
go-with-the-flow, easygoing attitude is
exactly what saves you on a day like this.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your plans meet with harsh opposition
today, Cancer. You've been going along at
a slow and steady pace, but you will find
that abrasive tension arises the more you
try to force your will on others. Gridlock is
quite likely due to the fact that there are
strong forces coming to a head. Neither
one of them is in the mood to yield now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Getting your opinions out now may stir up
the maelstrom even more, but ultimately,
it's for the best, Leo. There is an explosive
tone in the air right now that's difficult to
ignore. You need your strong will to com-
bat the abrasive forces at work today. You
have the opportunity to initiate control
over the situation. Other people might be
too unsure of themselves to make a move.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your best plan of attack today is to not
attack at all, Virgo. There is enough aggres-
siveness out there. You don't need to add
any more to the fray. Let others duke it out.
Your job is to wait until the dust settles. Try
not to get involved in other people's dis-
putes. You might get dragged further into
the situation than makes you feel comfort-
able.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might need to put on the brakes today,
Libra. Your present trajectory isn't quite in
line with the people and energy around
you. Make sure you aren't stepping on
other people's toes with your abrasive
behavior. This is a day to consider a more
disciplined approach. You might need to
establish a better structure, so you use
your energy more efficiently in general.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

If you've been reluctant to make a
move, Scorpio, you should consider
why. What has been holding you back?
Fear of failure? A negative comment
from someone else? Feeling like you
aren't quite prepared for the conse-
quences of your actions? It's time to
free yourself of these mental barriers
that keep you from making progress. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Discipline and a solid plan are your
friends today, Sagittarius. Slow your
approach and consider the conse-
quences of your actions. This is the time
to concentrate on what you need to get
done and devise a plan to make it hap-
pen. There is restlessness in the air that
might cause you to act hastily. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might experience a bit of an internal
conflict today and be you're unsure how to
proceed, Capricorn. One side feels an
urge to fight, while another side - a more
mental aspect - asks you to keep this urge
under wraps. It could be that this conflict
keeps you immobile because of your lack
of confidence in either camp. Try not to
get stressed out over any one issue.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
fter the phenomenal success of 'RRR', superstar director S.S.
Rajamouli is making his next movie with Telugu superstar
Mahesh Babu in lead. The film, written by Rajamouli's fa-

ther K.V. Vijayendra Prasad, is said to be inspired by real life events
and the latest buzz is that it will star Bollywood actress Deepika
Padukone opposite Mahesh Babu. Tentatively titled 'SSMB29', the
film is an adventure drama and will most likely go on floors by the
first half of 2023. According to the media reports, this will be the
first time when Deepika and Mahesh will be working together.
Meanwhile, Deepika is currently busy with another pan-India
film titled 'Project K', where she will be seen along with
Prabhas, Amitabh Bachchan and Suniel Shetty. The film,
which got delayed by a year due to Covid-19 pandemic, is
being directed by Nag Ashwin. Earlier, Deepika fell ill
on the sets of 'Project K' and was rushed to a hospital
after her heart rate spiked. The actress soon recov-
ered and was back to shooting the fim. Prabhas is
gearing up for his upcoming mythological film
'Adipurush' which will also star Kriti Sanon
and Saif Ali Khan.

Deepika to star opposite
Mahesh Babu in

Rajamouli’s next film

India’s leading multiplex
chain, INOX Leisure Ltd,

today announced that it is all
set to offer an exceptional
stadium-like experience to
the cricket enthusiasts of
India with the screening of
LIVE matches of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 on
cinema screens at its multi-
plexes across the country.
The eighth edition of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup com-
mences from 16th October,
with the Super 12 stage kick-
ing off on 22nd October, with
the Final scheduled on
November 13th in Melbourne.
INOX will showcase all group
matches to be played by
Team India starting with their
first match on 23 October
against Pakistan, followed by
the Semi-Finals and the Final
match. INOX will screen the
LIVE matches at City Mall.

INOX’s initiative of screening
LIVE matches will provide a
supreme stadium-like experi-
ence in movie theatres. The
comfort of the cinema hall in
an air-conditioned environ-
ment will add to their overall
cricket watching experience
in the company of like-mind-
ed fans of the game of crick-
et. In addition, fans will be
able to enjoy exciting food-
combos and scrumptious
gourmet options served at
INOX cinemas while enjoying
the matches.
Gurmeet Bhatia, Regional
Director – Central, INOX
Leisure Limited said, “By
screening cricket in our cine-
mas in Raipur, we are bring-
ing together the thrill of the
giant screen experience and
thunderous sound with the
most loved sport in our coun-
try, that is cricket." 

INOX to screen ICC T20
Men’s WC 2022 matches

T
he festival of lights
‘Diwali’ is around
the corner and COL-

ORS family is all set to cel-
ebrate the auspicious oc-
casion in their style with
their loved ones. Diwali
signifies the triumph of
good over evil and how
light prevails even in the
darkest days of our lives.
Keeping the spirit of
Diwali in mind, the stars
from our favorite shows,
give the audience a peak
into their Diwali plans
and share their memories
of this beautiful festival.

Amruta Khanvilkar a
contestant in Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa, “The first
thing that comes to my
mind when I think of
Diwali is the delicious
‘farhaal’. The selection of
sweets and savories from
chakli to ‘shankarpali’ to
‘karanji’ made by my
mom is what I look for-
ward to eating every year.
I have always enjoyed
spending time with my
family on this special day.

However, this Diwali, I
will be busy shooting for
"Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa," so
I'm hoping to enjoy a
small celebration with my
on-set family. I'm also
planning a small party
with my husband and our
friends. Instead of burn-
ing crackers, I'll go eco-
friendly and will be light-
ing "diyas". I'd want to ask
my fans to do the same
and have a happy, prosper-
ous, and safe Diwali.”

Pratik Sehajpal a.k.a
Rudra from Naagin 6, "I
prefer to spend Diwali
with my family, and I in-
tend to do so again this
year. Every year, we per-
form Laxmi Puja in the
evening, followed by gorg-
ing on some delicious
Diwali treats. The best
part about Diwali is
the food, ‘diyas’,
and sweets. I hope
to celebrate this
year with my
‘Naagin 6’
family.

COLORS’ actors on
celebrating Diwali

‘Kantara’ took me back to
my roots, says Shilpa Shetty
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Batters who can go ballistic this T20 World Cup
New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

One will need long

levers to clear the

long boundaries in

Australia but trust

these five men to

make a telling

impact with

the bat at the

T20 World

Cup. All five are

in different stages

of their career and

with their  per-

formance over the

last 12 months,

they have already

shown

what

they are

capable

of doing

over the next

couple of weeks.

Hales, who made his T20 debut for England way back in 2011,
has a chance at redemption after a roller coaster ride that saw
him missing the 2019 ODI World Cup due to a failed drug test.
Back in the national setup after three years, Hales would be
eager to make the most of his big break, having made  the
squad as a replacement player for injured Jonn Bairstow. Hales'
talent was never in question, and not surprisingly, he has made
his presence felt since scoring a 53 in his international return
last month. Alongside Jos Buttler, he forms one of the most
dangerous opening pairings in the tournament. 

Alex Hales (England)

The 33-year-old has taken a while to realise the full poten-
tial of his power game but he has been South Africa's
standout player over the last 12 months. The southpaw
seems to have taken his game to the next level and that
was first evident in the IPL earlier this year when he
enjoyed his best ever season with 481 runs at an average of
68.71 for eventual winners Gujarat Titans. He has carried
that form into international cricket and in the recent series
in India, he produced a memorable 106-run knock off 47
balls, albeit in a losing cause. If he continues to finish
games like he has of late, it will go a long way in South
Africa's bid for their maiden title.

After making his belated India debut in March 2021, the 32-year-old

Suryakumar has established himself as the team's number one bat-

ter in the shortest format. The batter has all the shots in the book

(besides inventing some of his own) and has an envious record

already, having made nine fifties and a hundred in 34 T20

Internationals at a staggering strike rate of 176.81. India will be hop-

ing his sensational run continues in the ICC showpiece and he pro-

vides the team the extra 15-20 run cushion that it might need to

cover up for a not so inspiring bowling lineup. The fearless batter

himself would be fired to perform on the big stage having not done

justice to his rare skills in the previous edition 12 months ago. His

confidence must be sky high going into the tournament, having

smashed three fifties in his last four T20 Internationals.

David Miller (South Africa) Suryakumar Yadav (India)

This Pakistani all-
rounder has not only
kept things tight
with his left-arm
spin since the Asia
Cup last month, he
has also made a
couple of match-
winnings contribu-
tions with the bat.
Skipper Babar Azam

has been using
him as a sur-
prise pack-
age in the

middle-order
and Nawaz has not
disappointed. His
25-ball 42 took the
game away from India in
the Asia Cup before he lifted
the team out of a precarious
situation to come up with a
22-ball 38 at number four to

win the tri-series final

against New Zealand last
week. His contributions with
the ball can't be ignored as
well. In 48 T20s, he has taken
44 wickets with an impressive
economy rate of 7.38.

Mohammad Nawaz (Pakistan)

The Singapore-born David is the quintessential T20 nomad who broke into
the Australian team after displaying his six-hitting prowess in leagues
around the world. The 6ft 5in batter who has never played first class crick-
et, fetched a handsome Rs 8.25 crore contract from Mumbai Indians ahead
of IPL 2022, indicating how much his stock has risen in the last one year. If
Australia are to defend their World Cup title at home, David will be expect-
ed to finish games alongside Matthew Wade. In his debut series for
Australia last month, David smashed a 27-ball 54 against India in
Hyderabad. He followed that up with a couple of 40s against the West
Indies and England at home, setting him up nicely for  the World Cup.

When in full flow, no boundary is long enough for the 26-year-old.

Tim David (Australia)

Geelong, Oct 18 (PTI):

Netherlands made
heavy weather of a small
target before eking out a
five-wicket win against
Namibia in the T20 World
Cup here on Tuesday. This
is Netherlands' second vic-
tory in as many games and
keeps them firmly in con-
tention for a place in the
next  round.

Netherlands dished out
a fine bowling effort to re-
strict Namibia to 121 for
six before taking the game
deep. They completed the
task in 19.3 overs in their
first round Group A
match.

Sitting pretty at 92 for
one, Netherlands made a
harakiri towards the end
to allow Namibia to make
a comeback.

Vikramjit Singh (39 off
31) and Max O'Dowd (35 off
35) got Netherlands' chase
off to a blazing start, shar-
ing 59 runs for the opening
wicket. However, from 92
for one, Netherlands
slumped to 101 for four,
thanks to twin blows from
left-arm pacer JJ Smit
(2/24) in the 16th over.
Skipper Scott Edwards did
no good and perished in
the next over. But Bas de
Leede (30 not out off 30)
held his nerves, and in the
company of Tim Pringle (8
not out), saw Netherlands

home with a 20-run stand.
Earlier, de Leede (2/18)

shone with the ball as well,
to help Netherlands re-
strict Namibia to the mod-
est total.

Besides, Roelof van der

Merwe (1/6), Pringle
(1/15), Colin Ackermann
(1/17) and Paul van
Meekeren (1/18) also regis-
tered their names in the
wicket column for
Netherlands.

T20 WC: Netherlands register second win, 
SL back in business with big win over UAE

Netherlands' Bas de Leede (L) and Tim Pringle run between the
wickets during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2022 cricket
match between Namibia and Netherlands at Kardinia Park in
Geelong on October 18.

Surprised by Namibia in their
tournament opener, Sri Lanka
made a strong comeback,
thrashing UAE by a massive
79 runs to better their net run
rate, which got a beating in
the first match.Opener
Pathum Nissanka hit a 60-ball
74 with the help of six bound-
aries and two hits over the
fence to take Sri Lanka to 152
for 8. It was a yet again an
unimpressive batting display
from Sri Lanka, as besides
Nissanka, Dhananjaya de
Silva (33) and Kusal Mendis
(18) were the only two bat-
ters to register double digit
scores. Asked to bat, Sri
Lanka were cruising at one
stage at 92 for 2 before leg-
spinner Karthik Meiyappan
(3/19) claimed a hat-trick in
the 15th over, dismissing
Bhanuka Rajapaksa, Charith

Asalanka and Dasun Shanaka
as the Islanders slumped to

117 for 5. Despite
wickets falling at

the other end,
Nissanka kept Sri Lanka's
scoreboard ticking and was
the last to be dismissed in
the penultimate ball of the
innings, but not before help-
ing his team cross the 15-run

mark.
UAE never looked in the

chase as right-arm fast
bowler Dushmantha
Chameera (3/15) inflicted the
early damage with the wick-
ets of Muhammad Waseem,
Aryan Lakra and captain
Chundangapoyil Rizwan to
break the opponent's back-
bone. From there on it was
always an uphill task for UAE
as they kept losing wickets at
regular intervals to be
bowled out for 73 in 17.1
overs. Aayan Afzal Khan (19)
was the top-scorer for UAE.
Besides Chameera, leg-spin-
ner Wanindu Hasaranga de
Silva (3/8) and Maheesh
Theekshana (2/15) also
chipped in with a few wick-
ets. Sri Lanka will take on
Netherlands in a must-win
last group match on
Thursday, while Namibia will
be up against UAE.

Sri Lanka make strong comeback, 
beat UAE by 79  runs

Odense, Oct 18 (PTI):

Former champion
Kidambi Srikanth staved
off a spirited challenge
from Hong Kong's Ng Ka
Long Angus to progress to
the second round of the
Denmark Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here on Tuesday.

Returning to the venue
where he had claimed the
title five years ago, the 2021
World Championships sil-
ver medallist notched up a
17-21 21-14 21-12 win over
the world number 14 Hong
Kong player in a 56-minute
contest.

Coming into the match
with a 3-3 head-to-head
record, Srikanth found the
going tough against Angus
and soon fell behind as the
Hong Kong player eked out
a 11-8 lead at the mid-game
interval.

Angus didn't allow the
Indian to make a come-

back to eventually take the
opening game.

In the second game,
Srikanth managed to take
a 6-3 lead but Angus
turned the tables to grab a
10-8 lead.

Srikanth got his acts to-
gether at the nick of time
and reeled off eight
straight points to move to
16-10. He kept his calm to
take the match to the de-
cider.

In the third game,
Srikanth came out all
guns blazing to jump to a
11-4 cushion at the inter-
val. He produced some
good quality shots at the
net and also covered the
court well to seal the
match comfortably with a
sharp return at his rivals
front court.The former
world number one Indian
will take on 2021 world
champion Loh Kean Yew
of Singapore in the next
round.

Srikanth enters second
round of Denmark Open

Santander , Oct 18 (PTI):

Teen shuttler Unnati
Hooda shone bright as
India eked out a 3-2 win
over Australia in their
third Group B match of
the mixed team event of
BWF World Junior
Championships here on
Tuesday.

Hooda, the 15-year-old
from Haryana, kept India
afloat in the tie after men's
doubles pair of Arsh
Mohammad and Abhinav
Thakur lost the opening
match. Women's pair of
Isharani Baruah and
Devika Sihag, and mixed
doubles combination of
Vignesh Thathineni and
Srinidhi Narayanan then
claimed victories in the
last two matches as India
emerged winners.

Earlier, Arsh and
Abhinav failed to get
across Ricky Tang and
Otto Xing De Zhao, going
down 12-21 17-21 to hand
over the advantage to
Australia. Unnati, Odisha
Open champion, dished
out a clinical performance
to outclass Sydney Go 21-6
21-9 to bring India back in
the contest. In the men's
singles match, Bharat
Raghav's fight ended with
a narrow 19-21 21-16 15-21
loss to Jack Yu as
Australia lead 2-1.
Isharani and Devika then
took centrestage and de-
feated Australia's Dania
Nugroho and Catrina
Chia-Yu Tan 21-8 21-8 to
make it 2-2.

India beat Australia

3-2 in BWF World Jr

Mixed Team C’ships

Barcelona, Oct 18 (AP):

Neymar arrived in court
on Tuesday to testify in a
fraud and corruption trial
over his transfer from
Brazilian club Santos to
Barcelona nearly a decade
ago. Neymar and his fa-

ther, who acts as his agent,
were among those accused
of concealing the real
amount of the transfer
from an investment group
involved in the negotia-
tions.

Neymar's mother, for-
mer Barcelona presidents
Sandro Rosell and Josep
Bartomeu, and represen-
tatives of both club also
were set to be in court in
the trial that began on
Monday and was expected
to last at least until next
week.

All defendants have de-
nied wrongdoing. They all
had to be in court on the
first day, but Neymar was
allowed to leave after a few
hours because he played
for Paris Saint-Germain in
France the night before.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (PTI):

Right after taking
charge, new BCCI presi-
dent Roger Binny on
Tuesday said frequent in-
juries to top India players
is a matter of concern and
promised to "get to the bot-
tom of it all".

Improving the pitches
for domestic cricket is also
high on his agenda.

"We will look to improve
on what we can do to re-
duce the injuries to play-
ers," Binny told reporters
here after taking over
BCCI presidency from
Sourav Ganguly.

"Players getting fre-
quently injured is a con-
cern, and we wish to get to
the bottom of it all and see

how it can be changed for
the better. "We have excel-
lent doctors and trainers
at the National Cricket
Academy (in Bengaluru),
but we must look to reduce
the injuries and improve
recovery."

India have fielded as
many as 40 players across
formats in 2022, with in-
juries being the main rea-
son, apart from multiple
series being held simulta-
neously.

Dubai, Oct 18 (PTI):

India opener Smriti
Mandhana and off-spinning
all-rounder Deepti Sharma
have moved up a place each
to attain career-best second
spot in the batters and
bowlers' charts of the latest
ICC women's T20I player
rankings. Both Mandhana
and Deepti have moved to
within striking distance of
the top spot for batters and
bowlers, respectively, after
the latest weekly update.

Mandhana, who has been
a top-ranked batter in ODIs,
moved up after scoring an
unbeaten 51 off 25 balls,
which guided her team to
an eight-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the final of the
Asia Cup in Sylhet,
Bangladesh recently.

Neymar set to testify in fraud
trial over Barcelona transfer

New BCCI president Binny wants to reduce player
injuries, improve pitches for domestic cricket

MMuummbbaaii:: BCCI secretary Jay
Shah on Tuesday made it clear
that India will play Asia Cup
next year at a neutral venue.
The 2023 edition, which will be
played in the 50 over format
ahead of the ODI World Cup in
India, has been allotted to
Pakistan. "We have decided to
play at a neutral venue," Shah
was quoted as saying by multi-
ple cricket websites after the
conclusion of BCCI AGM. The
Asia Cup being held at neutral
venues is not unprecedented.
Shah also happens to be the
Asian Cricket Council president,
after the BCCI's Annual General
Meeting (AGM) here. He was re-
elected as secretary for a sec-
ond term.

India won’t travel to
Pakistan for 2023 Asia

Cup: Jay Shah

Mandhana, Deepti
attain career-best

T20 rankings

Hobart, Oct 18 (PTI):

They did not have the
best of starts to the tour-
nament but West Indies
have the wherewithal to
turn things around in the
ongoing T20 World Cup
here, fells all-rounder
Jason Holder.

West Indies started their
T20 World Cup campaign
on a disastrous note,
slumping to a shocking 42-
run loss against Scotland
in a first round Group B
match.

Chasing Scotland's chal-
lenging 160 for five, the
two-time champion were
bundled out for 118.

"Obviously we had a
tough start yesterday. We
were all disappointed with

the performance that we
had yesterday. But I think
the most important thing
for us to do is to come to-
gether even tighter now
and try to find solutions,"
Holder said on the eve of
their second match
against Zimbabwe.

Windies have what it takes
to turn it around, says Holder
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Women light earthern lamps in an agricultural field on the occasion of ‘Kati Bihu’ festival, at Tezpur in Sonitpur
district, Tuesday. 

‘KATI BIHU’ FEST
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New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday highlighted the
issue of drug menace in
the country and asked a
law officer and a court-ap-
pointed amicus curiae to
come out with “reasonable
solutions” which can be
taken as the basis to modu-
late the directions to curb
it. Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati
informed a bench of Chief
Justice U U Lalit and
Justice Bela M Trivedi the
departments concerned
like the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
are working towards aug-
menting the mechanism to
tackle the issue. The court
had earlier asked the ASG

to assist it in the suo motu
case titled “The Menace of
Drug Mafia Network
Operating in The
Country”.

A letter dated November
9, 2021 was sent to the apex
court highlighting the
smuggling of huge quan-
tum of drugs from
Afghanistan into India
and requesting the court
to direct constitution of a
Special Investigation
Team to probe the interna-
tional and national narcot-
ic drug mafia in the coun-
try. Then CJI N V Ramana
had in November last year
directed that the letter be
converted into a suo motu
case. During the hearing
on Tuesday, the apex court
told Bhati she and advo-

cate Shoeb Alam, who has
been appointed as an ami-
cus curiae in the matter,
can sit together and give
some ideas to the court on
the issue.

“We want some kind of
module or some idea . Mr
Alam and you, both of you
can sit together and give
us some ideas which we
can translate in the form
of directions and order
and then it becomes appli-
cable and govern the en-
tire situation,” the bench
told Bhati at the outset.

“We must carry the mat-
ter further,” the bench ob-
served, adding that drug
menace has gripped the
society. Bhati told the
bench she had detailed dis-
cussion with different offi-

cials and the matter is
being investigated by the
DRI as well as the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) from the “narco-ter-
ror angle”.

The ASG said she has
also taken some instruc-
tions on what is the mech-
anism available to “plug
the loopholes” that are ex-
isting.

Bhati said she would
prepare an affidavit and
file it before the court.

Alam told the bench he
has filed a compilation,
which also comprises re-
ports of the Narcotics
Control Bureau, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General and the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences.

SC highlights issue of drug menace
Asks ASG & amicus to give reasonable solutions

Jaipur, Oct 18 (PTI): The
Opposition BJP in
Rajasthan on Tuesday re-
quested Speaker CP Joshi
to accept the resignations
of Congress MLAs and
ministers which they had
submitted last month over
their party high com-
mand’s probable move to
make Sachin Pilot the
chief minister.

A delegation led by
Leader of Opposition
Gulab Chand Kataria
handed over a representa-
tion to the speaker at his
residence, a move
Congress leaders de-
scribed as “drama”. If the
resignations are not ac-
cepted, Kataria said, the
Congress MLAs should

withdraw them and apolo-
gise to the people.
According to the BJP
leader, 91 Congress MLAs,
including ministers, had
submitted their resigna-
tions to the speaker on
September 25 after they
boycotted the legislature
party meeting and held a
parallel meeting at
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Shanti
Dhariwal’s residence.

Kataria said three
weeks have passed since
then, and the resignation
letters are under the
Speaker’s consideration.

“The BJP Legislature
Party requests you to ac-
cept the resignation let-
ters of the MLAs given

voluntarily or the MLAs
should appear in front of
you and withdraw their
resignation and apologise
publicly to the people of
the state,” he said in the
letter.

BJP state president
Satish Poonia, Deputy
Leader of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore and
party whip Jogeshwar
Garg were part of the del-
egation. Reacting to this,
state cabinet minister
Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas said BJP
leaders meeting the speak-
er was nothing less than a
drama. “Neither
Vasundhara Raje was
seen in four years nor
other leaders of the BJP.

RAJASTHAN CONG CRISIS

BJP wants Speaker to accept 
resignations of Gehlot loyalists New Delhi, Oct 18 (PTI): 

Delhi University has de-
ferred announcement of
the first list of seat alloca-
tion in its colleges by a
day to Wednesday.

The first round of
CSAS (Common Seat
Allocation System) list
would be released on
Wednesday, it said in a no-
tification.

“It is hereby notified
that the declaration of
first round of CSAS allo-
cation list shall be re-
leased tomorrow i.e.
Wednesday, the 19th
October, 2022,” the varsity
said.

The development comes
ahead of Wednesday’s
Supreme Court hearing
on a plea by St Stephen’s
College, one of the varsi-

ty’s constituent colleges,
against a Delhi High
Court order on admis-
sions.

The high court had di-
rected the college to fol-
low the varsity’s admis-
sion policy, according to
which 100 per cent weigh-
tage has to be given to the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-
2022 score while granting
admissions to non-minor-
ity students in undergrad-
uate courses.

St Stephen’s College,
however, wants to give 85
per cent weightage to
CUET and 15 per cent to
interviews for admitting
students across cate-
gories. According to the
detailed schedule released
by the university, the first
seat allocation list was to

be announced on Tuesday.
“The varsity will now
issue the list on
Wednesday,” an official
told PTI.

The university began
the admission process for
over 70,000 seats last
month.

This year, Delhi
University is admitting
students through CUET
scores instead of their
Class 12 marks. On
September 12, the univer-
sity released the CSAS, its
admission-cum-allocation
policy.

Admission through the
CSAS is being conducted
in three phases — submis-
sion of the application
form, selection of pro-
grammes and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission.

UG ASMISSION

DU defers first seat allocation to today

IIttaannaaggaarr,,  OOcctt  1188  ((PPTTII))::  The
Indian Army is celebrating the
diamond jubilee of the Battle of
Walong which is as an example
of bravery and sacrifice made
by the bravehearts of the force
in the face of Chinese aggres-
sion in 1962. Sixty years ago
the Indian Army gave a “bloody
nose” to the Chinese in the
Battle of Walong, Tezpur-based
Defence spokesperson Lt Col
AS Walia said in a statement.
“The Indian Army launched its
only counterattack during the
war to stall the advancing
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
soldiers. The bravehearts of
Indian Army held back the
Chinese troops for 27 days,
which forced them to deploy its
reserve division from Tawang

to Walong. “Outnumbered and
with little ammunition and no
resource of any kind, the
valiant troops continued to
hold their ground in a classic
example of fighting till last
man, last round,” the state-
ment said. This saga of valour
and sacrifice serves as a tale of
inspiration for generations to
come, it added. The month-
long celebrations which are
aligned with the operations
and events as it occurred in
between October and
November 1962, would include
lectures on the Battle of
Walong at Army War College
Mhow, Defence Services Staff
College Wellington and in
Kolkata, the statement said.
The event was inaugurated at
Walong in Anjaw district of
Arunachal Pradesh by General
Officer Commanding of Spear
Corps on Monday.

Army celebrates diamond
jubilee of key battle

 During Chinese
aggression


