
Stone 
GGwwaalliioorr:: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday laid the founda-
tion for the new terminal
building and expansion of
the Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia Airport in Madhya
Pradesh's Gwalior city.
The new terminal building
will be constructed at an
estimated cost of Rs 446
crore, an official said.

Greet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
greeted Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
on his birthday. Patnaik,
who is the president of
the Biju Janata Dal,
turned 76 on Sunday.
"Birthday wishes to
Odisha CM Shri Naveen
Patnaik Ji. May he lead a
long and healthy life in
service of the people,"
Modi said in a tweet.

Seized 
GGuurruuggrraamm:: More than
four quintals of banned
firecrackers were seized
in a raid at a warehouse
in Farrukhnagar area
here, police said on
Sunday. The warehouse
bearing the title
'Vashishth and Company',
built over a six acres of
land near Daboda village,
was raided Saturday night
by a team of
Farrukhnagar Police
Station, led by Inspector
Jitender Kumar, they said.

Tragedy
HHaassssaann:: Nine people,
including four children,
were killed and 10 injured
in a pile-up involving
three vehicles here, police
said. The accident involv-
ing a milk tanker, a
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) bus, and a
tempo traveller took
place in Arsikere taluk
here around 11 PM on
Saturday, they said.

Street brawl
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A man was
killed while his friend was
injured in a fight with
another group in Central
Delhi's Ranjit Nagar,
police said on Sunday. The
incident took place on the
night of October 12, they
said. According to police,
there was a fight between
two groups, with three
people on each side.

Detained
JJaammmmuu:: Several activists
of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) were detained
Sunday as political par-
ties and social groups
staged protests at differ-
ent places here to protest
the killing of a Kashmiri
Pandit by terrorists in
Shopian district of south
Kashmir. AAP activists led
by senior leaders includ-
ing District Development
Council (DDC) member T
S Toni, Maharaj Krishan
Yogi and Amrit Wattal
staged a protest outside
the Press Club here but
were baton charged and
briefly detained by police.

BRIEF

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
waves at supporters during the

foundation stone laying ceremony of
the new terminal building of the

Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia Airport,
in Gwalior, Sunday.

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Monday, October 17,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

Low32 23High

Weather

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor will face-
off in an electoral contest
on Monday for the post of
AICC chief, as the party
gets set to have a non-
Gandhi president in over
24 years.

Over 9,000 Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) delegates form the
electoral college to pick the
party chief in a secret bal-
lot.

Voting would also take
place at the AICC head-
quarters here and at over
65 polling booths across
the country in an electoral
contest which is taking
place for the sixth time in
the party's 137-year history.

While party chief Sonia
Gandhi and Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra are expected
to vote at the AICC head-
quarters here, Rahul
Gandhi will be voting at
the Bharat Jodo Yatra

campsite in Karnataka's
Sanganakallu in Ballari
along with around 40 other
Bharat Yatris who are PCC
delegates.

Kharge is considered the
firm favourite for his per-
ceived proximity to the
Gandhis and backing by
senior leaders, even as
Tharoor has pitched him-
self as the candidate of
change. During the cam-
paign, even though
Tharoor has raised issues

of uneven playing field,
both candidates and the
party have maintained
that the Gandhis are neu-
tral and that there is no "of-
ficial candidate".

Asked about the signifi-
cance of the polls,
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
told PTI that he has always
believed in the Congress
model of evolving a con-
sensus for such positions.

Kanker, Oct 16: 

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Assembly's Deputy
Speaker and ruling
Congress MLA Manoj
Singh Mandavi died on
Sunday following a heart
attack, party leaders said.

Mandavi, 58, was taken
to a hospital in neighbour-
ing Dhamtari town after
he suffered a heart attack
where he died in the morn-
ing, state Congress com-
munication wing head
Sushil Anand Shukla said.

As a mark of respect to
the departed leader, the
Chhattisgarh government
has announced one-day
state mourning on Sunday
in his home district
Kanker and capital city
Raipur, a public relations
department officer said.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The government's
Covid vaccination pro-
gramme is in its final leg
with the Health Ministry
deciding against procur-
ing more vaccines as of
now and surrendering Rs
4,237 crore, or nearly 85
per cent of the 2022-23
budget allocation for in-
oculation purposes, to the
Finance Ministry.

Official sources told
PTI that more than 1.8
crore doses are still avail-
able with the govern-
ments at the Centre and
in states and the stock is
sufficient to continue the
vaccination drive for
around six months, given
the low uptake of vac-
cines among people due
to declining Covid case
burden.

Even if the govern-
ment's stock gets ex-
hausted, Covid vaccines

will be available in the
market.

"Any decision on
whether to procure Covid
vaccine doses through
the government channel
or get (fresh) budget allo-
cations for the purpose
after six months will de-
pend on the coronavirus
situation prevailing in
the country at that time,"
an official source told
PTI.

As part of the nation-
wide vaccination drive
which began on January
16 last year, the
Government of India has
been supporting states
and Union territories by
providing them COVID-19
vaccines free of cost.

Since the Covid cases
have been low, a sense of
complacency has grown
among people and there
has not been much de-
mand of vaccines even
though the government
conducted a 75-day drive -
- 'Covid Vaccination
Amrit Mahotsava' -- to ad-
minister booster doses to
all adults free of cost.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 16: 

A police constable al-
legedly committed suicide
by shooting himself with
his service weapon in
Chhattisgarh's Mohla-
M a n p u r - A m b a g a r h
Chowki district on Sunday,
a police official said.

No suicide note was
found at the spot and the
exact reason which
prompted the policeman to
take the extreme step was
yet to be ascertained, he
said. The incident took
place around 7 am at a po-
lice camp in Domikala vil-
lage in Aundhi area of the
newly formed district af-
fected by the Maoist men-
ace, the official said.

Constable Vedram Raj, a

native of Bilaspur district,
allegedly shot himself
with an Insas rifle at his
barrack in the camp. On
hearing the gunshot, his
colleagues rushed there
and found him lying dead
in a pool of blood, he said.

Naxalites kill 
brother of 

colleague, villager
Bijapur, Oct 16: 

Naxalites have al-
legedly killed two per-
sons in  Bijapur district,
including the brother of
one of their operatives,
a police official said.

Information was re-
ceived about Naxalites
allegedly killing two
persons in Pedakorma
and Pusnar villages in
Gangaloor police sta-
tion limits, Bastar
Range Inspector
General of Police
Sundarraj P said.

One of the deceased
is believed to be Raju
Podiyami, the brother
of the proscribed out-
fit's Gangaloor area
committee secretary
Dinesh Modiyam, while
information about the
killing of villager Dula
Kodme was being veri-
fied, the IG said. Last
year, Dinesh Mudiyam
had killed colleague
Vijja Modiyam in an in-
ternal fight in the outfit,
he said.

Mumbai, Oct 16: 

Nihar Thackeray, the
grandson of Shiv Sena
founder late Bal
Thackeray, has said that
he supports the Eknath
Shinde faction of the
party and is ready to cam-
paign for the upcoming
Andheri East assembly by-
election as well as the
Mumbai civic body polls.

He also did not rule out
joining electoral politics.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, supported by the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena fac-
tion, has fielded Murji
Patel against the Shiv
Sena Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray party's Rutuja
Latke in the November 3
byelection. It will be the

first major electoral con-
test in the state after
Shinde's rebellion brought
down the previous
Maharashtra government
led by Uddhav Thackeray
in June this year.

Nihar, the son of

Bindumadhav Thackeray,
Bal Thackeray's eldest son,
is a lawyer by profession.
He is also part of Chief
Minister Shinde's legal
team in the battle in the
Supreme Court over
which is the 'real' Shiv

Sena. Shinde was taking
forward the legacy of his
late grandfather and
hence he supported the
chief minister, Nihar said
in an interview.

On Dussehra, when his
uncle Uddhav Thackeray
and cousin Aaditya ad-
dressed a rally at the
Shivaji Park in Mumbai,
Nihar Thackeray was on
stage with Shinde, who ad-
dressed a separate rally at
MMRDA ground in the
state capital. Uddhav's
elder brother Jaidev and
Jaidev's former wife Smita
too shared the stage with
Shinde, in an apparent at-
tempt to send out a mes-
sage that barring Uddhav
and his son, the rest of the
family supported Shinde.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has summoned
Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia for
questioning on Monday in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in the formulation
and implementation of the
excise policy for the national
capital, officials said.

The federal probe agency
has asked the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader to ap-
pear before it at its head-
quarters here at 11 am on
Monday, they added.

In a tweet on Sunday,
Sisodia said: "CBI raid was
conducted at my house for 14
hours, nothing came out.
Searched my bank locker,
nothing came out in it. They

did not find anything in my
village. Now they have called
me to CBI Headquarters at
11 am tomorrow. I will go
and give my full cooperation.
Satyameva Jayate." The
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ques-
tioned a number of people,
including Sameer
Mahendru, the owner of
Indo Spirits, Amit Arora, the
director of Buddy Retail
Private Limited in
Gurugram, and India Ahead
News managing director
Mootha Gautam, in connec-
tion with the case, the offi-
cials said. The agency has
arrested Vijay Nair, an AAP
worker and a former CEO of
Only Much Louder, an enter-
tainment and event manage-

ment company, and
Hyderabad-based business-
man Abhishek Boinpally,
whose partner Arun Pillai
has been named as an ac-
cused in the CBI FIR, they
said.

The CBI had got an FIR
registered in a special court
here in August against
Sisodia and 14 others under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), in-
cluding 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 477A (falsifica-
tion of records), and section
7 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, which deals
with taking undue advan-
tage to influence a public
servant by corrupt or illegal
means or by the exercise of
personal influence.

Nagpur, Oct 16 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Congress dominat-
ed the results of elections to
the posts of Panchayat
Samiti chairpersons and
deputy chairpersons in
Nagpur district of
Maharashtra. As per the offi-
cial information, the BJP
could not win even a single
post of chairperson and man-
aged to secure only three
seats of deputy chairperson
in the elections, results of
which were declared on
Saturday - on the same day of
voting. Nagpur district is the
home turf of the BJP's cur-
rent chief of Maharashtra

unit Chandrashekhar
Bawankule, state Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Union minister
Nitin Gadkari. Nagpur also
houses the headquarters of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), the ideological
fountainhead of the BJP that
is currently in power in the
state and at the Centre. The
Congress won nine out of 13
posts of chairperson and
eight out of 13 posts of
deputy chairperson in the
district. The Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) se-
cured three posts of chair-
person, while the Shiv Sena
managed to win one such
post, the district officials
said.

Amaravati, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Copious rains in the
upper catchment areas, as
well as within the state,
have left the river Krishna
swollen once again.

The first warning signal
has been raised as the
flood flow crossed five lakh
cusecs at Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada of
Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday afternoon.

The instant inflow and
outflow recorded at the
Barrage was 5.09 lakh
cusecs, according to the
State Disaster
Management Authority.

Krishna district
Collector Ranjit Basha

asked people living in vil-
lages along the course of
the river, downstream
Prakasam Barrage, to be
on alert because of the
flood surge.

He asked people, partic-
ularly those living in
lanka villages, not to ven-
ture into the river and also
shift their cattle to safer
places. The Collector also
put the revenue machin-
ery on alert and directed
the village revenue offi-
cers to caution people in
the vulnerable mandals.

Control rooms have
been opened in the district
Collectorate in
Machilipatnam and also
the revenue divisional of-
fices in Machilipatnam
and Vuyyuru to provide
assistance to people in
case of emergency.

‘Medical education 
in Hindi to bring big

positive change’
New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said that the beginning of
medical education in
Hindi will bring a big posi-
tive change in the country.

Lakhs of students will
be able to study in their
language and doors for
many new opportunities
will also open for them, he
said. He was reacting to
the launch of such a
course by Home Minister
Amit Shah in Bhopal.
Shah on Sunday released
textbooks for three sub-
jects in Hindi for MBBS
students as part of an am-
bitious project of the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment to impart medical ed-
ucation in Hindi language.

KHARGE VS THAROOR

Cong set for prez poll after 24 yrs

Congress workers prepare for the party's presidential election, at
DPCC in New Delhi, Sunday.

Electors in the Congress
presidential polls have
been asked to put a tick
mark against the name of
their choice on the ballot
paper after AICC president
candidate Shashi Tharoor's
team took up with the
party's top poll body the
issue of its earlier directive
that voters write "1" to
reflect their preference,
citing that it may lead to
confusion, sources said on
Sunday.
In instructions for polling
issued on Saturday,
Congress central election
authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry had
said PCC Members "will
mark '1' on the ballot
paper against the name of
the candidate and fold the
ballot paper to put it into
the ballot box".

Electors asked to 
put tick mark after

Tharoor flags objection

Govt not to procure
fresh Covid vaccines
̈ Surrenders 

Rs 4,237 crore from
vaccination budget

Assembly Deputy Speaker Manoj Mandavi dies of heart attack

Condolences poured in from various quarters with leaders from
both the ruling Congress and opposition BJP recalling Mandavi's
contribution for the development of tribal community and Bastar
region. Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel said Mandavi
was a prominent tribal leader and his sudden demise has left every-
one in a state of shock. "He used to effectively raise the issues per-
taining to adivasis. He always strived for the progress of the tribal
community and development of his region. His death is an irrepara-
ble loss to all of us," Baghel said. 

CM, other leaders express grief

Mandavi's last rites were
performed in the evening at
his native village in the
Kanker district with state
honours.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, his cabinet col-
leagues Kawasi Lakhma and
Shiv Kumar Dahariya, state
Congress Chief Mohan
Markam, BJP MP Santosh
Pandey and ruling party
MLAs paid tribute to the
deceased leader at Nathia
Nawagaon village, located
around 140 km away from
Raipur. Baghel lent his
shoulder to Mandavi's mor-
tal remains on the way to
the cremation ground.
Mandavi's sons- Tushar and
Aman- lit the funeral pyre.

Last rites performed
with state honours

Police constable

shoots himself dead

The incident took place
around 7 am on Sunday at a
police camp in Domikala vil-
lage in Aundhi area of the
newly formed district affected
by the Maoist menace.
Constable Vedram Raj, a
native of Bilaspur district,
allegedly shot himself with an
Insas rifle at his barrack in the
camp. On hearing the gun-
shot, his colleagues rushed
there and found him lying
dead in a pool of blood.

About the suicide

ANCIENT ART

People perform 'Mallakhamb' during a programme in Moradabad, Sunday. 

SETBACK FOR UDDHAV

Bal Thackeray’s grandson joins Shinde camp

Nihar Thackeray, the grandson of Shiv Sena founder late Bal Thackeray
during a meeting with Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde, in Mumbai.

BLOW TO BJP

Congress sweeps Panchayat
Samiti polls in Nagpur

EXCISE POLICY SCAM

CBI summons Sisodia for questioning today
River Krishna in spate in AP
̈ First warning in

place in Vijayawada
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Raipur, Oct 16: 

The election for the post of
President of Congress
party  will be held tomor-
row and all preparations
for the same have been
completed here in
Chhattisgarh as well. For
this election, a total of 68
booths have been formed
in 40 polling centres and
the polling will start from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. It is no-
table here that Mallikarjun
Khadge and Shashi
Tharoor, are the two main
candidates in fray for the
post of President in the
Congress party. The polling
for selection of either of
the two candidates will be
held through ballot paper
and for this ballot papers
and ballot boxes have
reached party’s head office
in Rajiv Bhavan in capital

city and the polling here
will start from 10:00 am. In
this a total of 307 party
members including the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, all the Ministers,
MLAs, MPs and others will
be exercising their fran-
chise. Congress party has
issued notification for the
polling and according to
which all the polling agents
will have to reach the

venue by 8:30 am and it is
in their presence the elec-
tion officer will open the
ballot box and then it will
be locked in their presence
and their signature will be
obtained. After this the
polling officer will sign on
the ballot paper and then
provide the ballot paper to
each voter. Here the voter
will have to show the ID to
the polling officer before
taking the ballot paper.

305 voters of Cong in
state to cast vote today

For selecting Cong president at Rajiv Bhavan in capital 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  

Raipur Police have arrest-
ed two persons in connection
with the business of narcotic
drugs. One of them is also
the owner of a medical store.
He used to keep addictive
tablets in his drugstore to
sell them to smugglers. The
Anti Crime and Cyber ? 

Unit of Raipur received tip
off from an informer that a
person came near under
bridge in Chunabhatti area
to deal with some intoxicat-
ing tablets. Acting on this
input from the informer, the
police also reached the spot
and caught the person deal-
ing with intoxicating tablets. 

During interrogation the
arrested man revealed his
name as Deepak Rao. Deepak
is a resident of Gudhiyari
area and the police got
tablets named Nitroten,
Lomotil and Spasmo from
him.Deepak told that a med-
ical store owner of
Mahasamund used to give
such tablets to him. He used

to sell such tablets in the
market. The name of the
owner of the medical store is
Manoj Bansal. On the basis
of this input from Deepak,
Raipur police reached
Mahasamund and raided
Manoj Bansal’s Bansal
Medical Store. Manoj started
making various excuses
regarding the stock of medi-
cines. After searching the
inner room of the medical
store, the police found a
banned intoxicating tablet in
the medical store.

Manoj confessed to giving
the tablets to Deepak.
Manoj, who runs a medical
store, used to sell addictive
tablets to miscreants like
Deepak Rao for the sake of
profit. 

The police are also check-
ing old records to trace other
people associated with this
racket. Both Deepak and
Manoj have been arrested.
Police have recovered 1200
Nitroten tablets, 600 Lomotil
tablets and 240 Spasmo
tablets from them.

Two arrested in connection
with business of narcotic drugs

Raipur, Oct 16:

Four-day Chhath festi-
val, also known as Surya
Shasthi, will commence
with ‘Nhay Khay’ ritual
across the country on
October 28. Addressing a
press conference at
Babylon Tower in Raipur
city on Sunday, Chief of
the Chhath Puja
Organising Committee
Rajesh Kumar Singh said
that the four-day Chhath
festival would be celebrat-
ed with great zeal and tra-
ditional fervour from
October 28 to 31. People in
large number will gather
at Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River to celebrate
Chhath festival this year.
People, who migrated
from Bihar and eastern
Uttar Pradesh to
Chhattisgarh, celebrate
Chhath Puja in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Bhilai,
Jagdalpur, Korba and
other parts of the state.

He further said that that
the Chhath festival is dedi-
cated to the Sun God and
his sister Chhathi Maiya
in order to thank them for
bestowing the bounties of
life on earth and to request
the granting of certain
wishes. The rituals of the
Chhath are rigorous and
are observed over a period
of four days. The rituals of
the festival include holy
bathing, fasting and ab-
staining from drinking
water, standing in water
for long periods of time,
and offering prasad and
arghya to the setting and
rising Sun. Some devotees
also perform a prostration
march as they head for the
river banks. Chhath Puja
is celebrated in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal,

Delhi, Mumbai and other
parts of the country.
Grand festival of Chhath
is as a means of purifica-
tion of body, mind and
soul, Singh described.

He informed that in
Raipur city, the Chhath
festival will be celebrated
at over 50 places including
Mahadev Ghat. Nhay-
Khay will be held on
October 28. Kharna ritual
will be performed on
October 29. ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya
will be offered on October
31. A cultural programme
will be held at Mahadev
Ghat on October 30.
Chhattisgarhi folk artist
Dilip Shadangi, Sur
Sangram winner and
Bhojpuri artist Mohan
Rathor, Bhojpuri singer
Priyanka Pandey, artists of
Sonali and Tarun Chopra
Group will perform at
Mahadev Ghat on October
30. The cultural pro-
gramme is scheduled to
begin at 2 pm on the day.

All kinds of facilities
like parking, lighting and
other facilities are being
arranged for devotees at
Mahadev Ghat. The mem-
bers of the Samiti along
with Raipur Municipal
Corporation will clean
Mahadev Ghat. Ravindra
Singh, Sunil Singh, Shashi
Singh, Satyendra Singh
Gautam, Parmanand
Singh, Ramkumar Singh,
Kanhaiya Singh, Ramvilas
Singh, Jayant Singh, Satya
Prakash Singh, Brijesh
Singh, Singh, Santosh
Singh, Anil Singh, Shiv
Shankar Singh,
Jaiprakash Singh, Mukul
Shrivastava, Saroj Singh,
Sanjay Singh and other
members were present at
the press conference.

Raipur, Oct 16: Professor
and HoD in Anesthesia
Department of Pt. JNM
Medical College Raipur Dr
Pratibha Jain Shah repre-
sented Chhattisgarh in the
19th World Congress of
Pain-2022 held in Toronto-
Canada organised by
International Association
for the Study of Pain
(IASP). This Congress was
held from Sept 19-23 and in
this Dr Pratibha Jain Shah
presented her research
works on post-operative
pain prevention after the
Cesarean operation and it
was hailed by all. This was
a major platform for the ed-
ucationists and re-

searchers to exchange
knowledge on Pain
Management. Dr Shah said
that this particular effort of
her would definitely prove
to be beneficial to relieve
patients in the state from
pain using some of the lat-
est treatment  procedures
and expansion of research
works on pain relieving.

Dr Pratibha Jain Shah
presents research papers

In 19th World Congress of Pain-2022 by IASP

Raipur, Oct 16: A student
studying in a nursing col-
lege in Raipur committed
suicide. Family members of
the deceased blamed the
college management for
this incident. The incident
is said to be related to fees.
Meanwhile Janta Congress
leaders have also com-
plained to the police and de-
manded to register a case of
abetment to suicide against
the college management.
Father of 19-year-old
Gaurav Sidar did not have
the money to pay the col-
lege fees of his son. In the
month of last September,
Gaurav called his father
and elder brother several
times. It has been learnt
that Gaurav was under
pressure to deposit the fees
while While his family
members were expressing
inability to pay the fees due
to financial constraints.
Gaurav used to constantly
call his family members
asking for depositing his
fees. Gaurav’s father kept

assured him of arranging
the money soon. In the
meantime, on September
22, Gaurav’s friends called
his family members and
told them that your Gourav
committed suicide by hang-
ing. Gaurav Sidar, the son
of Gopal Sidar, who lives in
Arekel, a small village in
Mahasamund district,
wanted to make a career in
the medical field. Gopal is a
farm laborer by profession.
Gaurav’s family belonging
to tribal society earns its
livelihood by working in
the fields of others. In spite
of financial crisis Gaurav’s
family somehow managed
to get him admitted to
Adarsh ??Nursing College
located in Datarenga,
Raipur for study. While the
incident took place last
month, no action has been
taken against the college
management yet. College
management did not even
take any concrete step for
investigation into the mat-
ter.

Nursing student
commits suicide 

Chhath Puja to begin
with ‘Nhay Khay’

On Oct 28

CM condoles demise
of Dy. Speaker Manoj

Singh Mandavi

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has expressed
deep grief on the sudden
demise of Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Manoj Singh
Mandavi.  Expressing his condo-
lences, Shri Baghel said that
“Shri Mandavi was a senior trib-
al leader. His death is an irre-
placeable loss to the state. He
served people diligently as a
Home Minister of the newly
formed Chhattisgarh state and
also held many important posts
including Deputy Speaker of the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. He was elected to
the legislative assembly in the
year 1998 in undivided Madhya
Pradesh and then to the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly in the year 2013 and
2018. Shri Mandavi was also the
President of Chhattisgarh Tribal
Development Council.”  He also
said, “Manoj Singh Mandavi
was a great tribal leader and a
remarkable personality. He
raised his voice for the rights of
tribal people in the assembly.
He worked diligently for the
upliftment of the tribal society
and development of his area.”

Raipur, Oct 16:  

A five-day long “Agri
Carnival 2022
International Krishi
Madai” is being organ-
ized at Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
here, from October 14 to
17. The event aims to
showcase the innova-
tions, latest technologies
and research work done
in the field of agricul-
ture. A variety of agri-

cultural equipment is
being displayed and sold
here. One of the main at-
tractions of this exhibi-
tion is the live demo of
spraying soluble fertiliz-
ers, insecticides, and
fungicides through
drone technology, which
is being applauded by the
farmers.

‘Kisan Pathshala’ is
also being organized
here in which the prob-
lems of more than 500
farmers are being re-
solved every day by the
scientists. In addition,
the farmers are also
being educated about ad-
vanced technologies,
modern equipment, and

innovations in the field
of agriculture.
Information is being pro-
vided on seeds, manure,
fertilizers, and other top-
ics related to agriculture
by subject experts.

Meanwhile, stalls of
more than 130 agricul-
tural products andi agri-
cultural machinery man-
ufacturing companies
have been set up in this
exhibition sprawled over
an area of about 15,000
square meters.

Agricultural scien-
tists, advisors, and
traders are also actively
participating in the exhi-
bition. In this exhibition,
the farmers and the gen-

eral public are also being
given detailed informa-
tion about the farmers’
welfare schemes run by
agriculture, horticul-
ture, animal husbandry,
fisheries, and other de-
partments. Besides, ad-
vanced methods for the
cultivation of horticul-
ture crops, protected
farming, organic farm-
ing, and low-cost farm-
ing methods are also
being demonstrated
here.

Latest agricultural
technology, and agricul-
tural products are also
being displayed and sold
in Madai. This includes
developed farm equip-

ment and advanced agri-
cultural equipment, ad-
vanced irrigation system
(drip and sprinkler), im-
proved seeds, fertilizers
and insecticides, biofer-
tilizers and chemicals,
protected farming equip-
ment, solar pumps, and
other useful agricultural
products. Besides, a
farmers’ tour program is
also being organized in
which the farmers are
being taken daily for vis-
its to the research
fields, well-planned
A g r i c u l t u r a l
Development Center, and
laboratories of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University.

‘Spraying of fertilizers and pesticides using drones’
Main attraction in ‘Krishi Madai’

 Curious farmers
enthusiastically
taking part in the
‘Kisan Pathshala’*

Governor condoles

Dy Speaker Manoj

Singh Mandavi

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
has expressed deep grief
over the sudden demise of
Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Vidhan Sabha
Manoj Singh Mandavi. In her
condolence message, the
Governor said that Mandavi
played a crucial role in the
development of the state
and his region while holding
several important positions
in the government. His death
is an irreparable loss to
Chhattisgarh.  The Governor
expressed deep sympathies
to the bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed to the
Almighty to give them
enough strength to bear the
loss and grant eternal peace
to the departed soul.

Raipur, Oct 16: 

Ramesh Babu V,
Director (Operations),
NTPC Ltd today inaugu-
rated the Boiler Health &
BTL Prediction
Dashboard during the
Heads of O&M Meet
presently underway at
Panchmarhi (M.P). This
Software has been devel-
oped in-house using inter-
nal domain expertise of
COS Boiler, Chemistry
and Corporate IT group.

This Dashboard has
been launched today in
Ramagundam U7 today. It
would be launched simul-

taneously in Kahalgaon,
Farakka, Dadri and
Ramagundam all units by
end of March 2023.

NTPC has always
strived towards innova-
tion and new technology
in its work. This dash-
board would be costless
implementation across
NTPC using Unit PI data
on Intranet Ashwini
Kumar Tripathy RED
West II & OS, C Sivakumar
ED USSC along with all
Heads of O&M of NTPC
Thermal Power Plants,
Corporate OS were also
present on this momen-
tous occasion.

Director -Operations inaugurates Boiler
Health & BTL Prediction Dashboard

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  Raipur, Oct 16:
The Minister of Industries and
Commerce, Kawasi Lakhma
was addressing the Innovation,
Startup and Entrepreneurship
workshop organized under the
five-day International
Agriculture Madai Agri Carnival
2022 at Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University as the
chief guest. In his address he
said that there is a immense
potential for the export of agri-
cultural and minor forest pro-
duce based products from
Chhattisgarh . He further said
that crops like Mahua, Tora,
Mango, Tamarind, Chironji,
Sitaphal, Cashew etc. are pro-
duced in abundance in Bastar
and other forest areas, which
should be processed and pro-
moted for their export.  Lakhma
called upon the entrepreneurs
present there to set up food
processing units in Bastar
region. He further said that the

state government will allot land
to the entrepreneurs who want
to set up such units in Bastar.
Dr. Girish Chandel, Vice
Chancellor, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
presided over the program. On
this occasion ,Assistant
Director General of Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research, New Delhi Dr. K.
Srinivasan, President of
Confederation of Indian
Industry Umesh Chitlangia,
Chief General Manager of
NABARD Suparna Tandon were
present as special guests.
During the launch ceremony,
Indira Gandhi an MoU was
signed between Agricultural
University, Raipur and IIT
Kanpur and IIM Kolkata to pro-
mote entrepreneurship devel-
opmen . On this occasion, three
publications namely tatva 4.0,
Priyan 4.0, Drishyam 1.0, pub-
lished by Rural Agri Business
Incubation (RABI) of
Agricultural University were
also released. In the beginning
of the program, Dr. Girish
Chandel, Vice Chancellor of

Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University, while delivering the
welcome address, said that
under the Rabi Raftaar scheme
to promote entrepreneurship
development by Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, training
and guidance is being provided
to the youth for setting up
startups and new enterprises.
He informed that , food prod-
ucts are being prepared in the
state by processing Mahua,
Mushroom, Chironji etc.
through Farmer Producer
Groups and Women Producer
Groups and these products are
being made available in the
market. He also stressed on
providing market linkage to
Self Help Groups.

In the program, Chief
General Manager, NABARD,
Chhattisgarh, Suparna Tandon
said that there are 86 percent
small and marginal farmers in
the country, who need to be
connected with innovation. She
said that there are 6 thousand
farmer producer companies in
India who have got experience
of working with ICRISAT in the
field of Agri Incubation and Agri
Incubator has helped about
three lakh people. She wished
the budding startups good luck
and expressed her hope that
soon the Agri Startups of
Chhattisgarh would get the sta-
tus of a Unicon company.
President of Confederation of
Indian Industry Umesh

Chitlangia said that the
progress of entrepreneurship in
Chhattisgarh is spreading
across the country. While prais-
ing the state government public
welfare schemes Narva,
Garuva, Ghurva, Bari, he said
that the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is purchasing cow dung
and cow urine, which will
encourage organic farming in
the state. Assistant Director
General, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, New
Delhi Dr. K. Srinivasan said that
the Rabi Raftaar scheme is
being run by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of
India, under which 50 incubator
centers are functioning cur-
rently, these incubator centers
are promoting entrepreneur-
ship development in the coun-
try. Innovative entrepreneurs of
successful startups shared
their success stories with bud-
ding entrepreneurs during the
Innovation, Startup and
Entrepreneurship workshop. In
the group discussion, the chal-
lenges and opportunities of
innovation, promotion, startup

and entrepreneurship develop-
ment were discussed. Similarly,
the possibilities of startup eco-
system-incubator-industry
were also discussed. During the
workshop, information about
the necessary procedures for
setting up new startups, finan-
cial assistance, market avail-
ability and legal help was also
given to the budding entrepre-
neurs.  

On this occasion the
Registrar, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, G.K.
Nirmaam, Director Research
Dr. Vivek Tripathi, Director
Extension Services Dr. Ajay
Verma, Dean of Agricultural
Engineering College, Dr. Vinay
Pandey, Director Farms and
Seeds Dr. S.S. Tuteja, Heads of
various departments, profes-
sors, scientists, students and a
large number of entrepreneurs
were present. At the end of the
program, Chief Executive
Officer of Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, Rabi
Raftaar, Dr. Hulas Pathak
expressed his gratitude
towards the guests.

Immense potential for export of agriculture and minor forest produce in Ch’garh: Lakhma
 Int’nl Krishi Madai

Agri Carnival 2022
inaugurated

Raipur, Oct 16:

Nearly 15.41 lakh
saplings have been planted
on the banks of 26 differ-
ent rivers of the state
under the ‘River Bank
Tree Plantation’ pro-
gramme during this rainy
season. This will increase
the green cover by 1, 400
hectares besides ensuring
the ecological rejuvena-

tion of water bodies and
soil conservation. The
planting of fruit-bearing
plants will also enhance
the beauty of the area.

According to the direc-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the work
of plantation at river
banks was done by the for-
est department under the
guidance of Forest and
Climate Change Minister

Shri Mohammad Akbar.
The plantation has been
done using CAMPA and
departmental funds.
Rivers covered during the
current year’s plan in-
cludes Shivnath,
Phulkadei, Kendai,
Lilagar River, Mahanadi,
Hasdeo, Aagar, Rihand
River, Meghanala, Jhinka
River, Moran, Sondur,
Banki River, Galphula,

Neur River , Kewai,
Khatambar, Bhaisun,
Chundi, Bhavai River,
Banas River, Rampa River
and Bhulu River.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Head of Forest Force
Sanjay Shukla informed
that about 2.89 lakh
saplings have been planted
in 263 hectare area near
??8 rivers under the
Bilaspur circle. Similarly,
20, 595 saplings have been
planted in 19 hectare areas
near ??4 rivers under
Kanker circle and 31, in 29
hectare areas near 2 rivers
under Raipur circle. Apart
from this, 11.84 lakh
saplings have been planted
in a 1,076 hectare area
near 12 rivers located in
Surajpur, Balrampur,
Korea and Manendragarh
forest divisions under
Surguja circle.

Forest department’s 
special afforestation drive 

 To boost green 
cover at river banks
in Ch’garh

 More than 15 lakh
saplings planted on
the banks of 26 rivers

 Planting of fruit-
bearing plants will
also enhance the
beauty of riverbanks

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1166::  The women are ap-
preciating the government's ini-
tiative of providing medical facili-
ties through Dai Didi Mobile
Clinics where they are getting
free treatment and medicines in
their localities itself.  Only female
staff is positioned in these dedi-
cated clinics so that the women
patients do not hesitate in sharing
their problems. 554 camps of Dai
Didi Clinic have been organised so
far within BMC limits. 42221
women and children have been
benefitted from these camps.
7403 got laboratory tests done
and medicines were distributed to
39074 patients.

Sharing her experiences, a

beneficiary Manju Yadav said that
she is very happy that the govern-
ment has come out with such a
scheme for women. Dai Didi Clinic
has female staff only due to which
women feel free to talk about
their ailments. There is no need to
go to the hospital and wait in a
queue. Manju said that she was
not having any health problems
but she got her BP and blood glu-
cose level checked in the camp. 

Rukhsar Nizami stated she
came to know that doctors are
coming to their locality itself and
free health tests would be con-
ducted. She added, "I had a fever
and BP problem. Free medicines
were provided for fever and doc-
tors found that the BP was nor-

mal". Khileshwari Sahu stated
that they are getting medical fa-
cilities in their ward itself at the
health camps organized through
Dai Didi Clinic. The health facili-
ties are very good. She thanked
the government for providing
such a facility near home. Pushpa

Kushwaha said that Mitanin in-
formed her that a health camp
has been organized in the locality.
She got treated in health camp
and got free medicines also. It
saved her time and money as
well. Savita Bai said that she got
good treatment in the health

camp. The beneficiaries appreci-
ated the Dai Didi Clinic which is
being organized through the
Mobile Medical Unit under
Mukhyamantri Slum Health
Scheme. The health services have
been strengthened with this
Scheme. People living in urban

areas are mostly working and de-
pend on private hospitals for their
health problems.  Treatment is
quite expensive in the private
hospitals. Considering the prob-
lems of common people, the
Slum Health Scheme was
launched by the Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is making all possible
efforts for better implementation
of this scheme; a team of experi-
enced and trained doctors is de-
ployed in mobile medical units to
conduct camps at different locali-
ties according to the schedule. 

People get treatment for com-
mon diseases like cold, cough,
fever, malaria, as well as BP, They
are also availing free facilities of
necessary tests like sugar, urine,
haemoglobin, etc. Pregnant
women and malnourished chil-
dren are being thoroughly
screened at Dai Didi Clinic.
According to the intention of the
Government of Chhattisgarh, this
scheme is providing proper

health services to the citizens
near their residence in the slum
areas.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Corporation Commissioner Rohit
Vyas regularly inspect the health
camps. The Commissioner inter-
acted with the doctors in Balaji
Nagar and inquired about the
stock of medicines and the num-
ber of patients and types of dis-
eases. He gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officials after taking
information about the arrange-
ments. Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh Sharma
and Health Officer Dharmendra
Mishra were present during the
inspection.

Budding Entrepreneur Vijay Relwani
shares his motivational story

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Innovation
Council of Christian
College of Engineering
Technology, Bhilai in asso-
ciation with the Computer
Science & Engineering
Department, conducted a
session with a rising entre-
preneur Vijay Relwani.
Executive Vice Chairman
Father Dr PS Varghese and
Principal Dr Dipali Soren
also spoke about the impor-
tance of innovation and en-
trepreneurship in the cur-
rent scenario.

Dr Archana Chowdhury,
Head of the Department of
Computer Science &
Engineering Department
stated about the
Government of India,

Ministry of Education's,
Innovation cell's initiative
to build a culture of inno-
vation across all education
institutes. In this event,
CCET's final year student
Vijay Relwani motivated
everyone with his inspira-
tional story. He started
from zero but now he is the
owner of Relwani automo-
biles. During Covid his
family's economic condi-

tion became worse so he
started working in an E
rickshaw manufacturing
company. The owner was
very surprised to see that
he had repaired the con-
troller of the E-rickshaw.
From there he got an idea
of creating a bike. He has
participated in the well-
known show Shark Tank
season I and has received
standing ovations from the

judges for his idea. He
started creating a bike pro-
totype but he had to face
many difficulties due to fi-
nancial problems, but he
faced it with intelligence
like he asked one sculptor
to make the body of the
bike and also he used many
parts from scrap shops.

He had also participated
in Smart India Hackathon
organized at GITAM
University and was among
the top 100 finalists. He has
started incubation at
Raipur which is approved
by the Government of
India startup scheme. He
also gave guidance on how
to participate in shark
tank and also invited stu-
dents to be a part of his
new initiative.

BTTTA delegation discusses 
problems with BSP officials

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Under the
guidance of the patron
Achal Jeet Bhatia, a delega-
tion of Bhilai Truck
Trailer Transport
Association met the offi-
cials of Bhilai Steel Plant to
discuss the problems being
faced by the transporters.
They demanded to solve
the burning issues at the
earliest.

Association President
Inderjit Singh Chhotu, Vice
President Malkit Singh and
Gurmukh Singh met BSP's
GM Services Praveer
Kumar Sarkar, GM CED
Rakesh Pandey and GM
Electrical A Shankar and
appraised them of the prob-
lems being faced by trans-
porters.

President Inderjit Singh
Chhotu said that the trans-
porters are facing difficul-

ties in parking their vehi-
cles and demanded proper
arrangements of vehicle
parking. He added that the
roads in Bhilai Steel Plant
are in very bad shape and
need to be repaired imme-
diately.

There are big potholes at
many spots which increase
the possibility of accidents.
He further demanded prop-
er arrangements of street
lights inside the plant as
well as at the parking

spaces to avoid accidents.
Apart from this, a detailed
discussion was held with
the BSP officials regarding
other problems.

Acknowledging the de-
mands of the Association,
the BSP officials assured to
take appropriate initiatives
to resolve the problems at
the earliest. BSP's GM
Services Sarkar assured
the union officials that the
problems would be re-
solved on priority.

Gopal Khandelwal elected 
unopposed as CSA President

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Annual
General Body Meeting of
Chhattisgarh Swimming
Association (CSA) was
held at Supela on Sunday.
The Association elected
new office bearers for the
term 2022-26 during this
meeting. Gopal
Khandelwal was once
again elected unopposed
as the President while
Sahee Ram Jakhar was
elected Secretary and
Parminder Singh was
elected Treasurer. Bansi
Agrawal was elected
Senior Vice President;
Badri Prasad Gujar,
Vishwajeet Nag, Dr Alok
Dubey and Gaurav
Khandelwal were elected

Vice Presidents; Hemant
Singh Parihar, Balram
Bhoi, Mahesh Bisai and
Suman Mutha were elect-
ed Joint Secretaries; SP
Singh, Gurmeet Singh,
Rajesh Sahu, Vijesh
Shyamkar and Gopi
Subash were elected
Executive members of the

Association.
Advocate Subhash

Satpathi conducted the
proceedings of the elec-
tion as Returning Officer
while CG Olympic
Association Vice
President Bashir Ahmad
Khan was present as
Assistant Returning

Officer. The GBM also con-
firmed the minutes of last
GBM, approved the audit-
ed statement of accounts
for FY 2021-22, approved
the budget estimate for FY
2022-23; appointed auditors
for FY 2022-23 and fi-
nalised the Annual Sports
Calendar for 2022-23.

Discussion was held on
promotion and develop-
ment of swimming sports
in Chhattisgarh. President
Gopal Khandelwal and
Secretary Sahee Ram
Jakhar emphasised on the
need of having a swim-
ming pool in Bhilai for
promotion of swimming
sports. They detailed the
efforts made so far in this
direction.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
UBS Chauhan; Retired
DSP RK Joshi, Arun
Dwivedi from Pradesh
Judi Sangh, Chhattisgarh
Swimming Association
members Dr Anupam Lal,
Gaurav Khandelwal,
Sanjay Sharma and other
dignitaries were present.

Justice Bhaduri urges prisoners to reform 
themselves with positive thoughts

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: On
Saturday, the country's first
Mega Jail Lok Adalat was
organised on the instruc-
tions of the Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority, Bilaspur. The
event was formally inaugu-
rated from the Central Jail
Raipur by Justice Goutam
Bhaduri, Executive
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority. The judicial
magistrates of all the dis-
tricts as well as all the jail
staff attended the pro-
gramme through virtual
means.

The Mega Jail Lok
Adalat was organised in
the Central Jail, Durg.
Special awareness camps
were also organised for the
purpose of making the
prisoners aware about the
laws and their rights. The
special legal literacy camp
was inaugurated by

Justice Goutam Bhaduri
in Durg Central Jail. He lit
lamps and garlanded the
portrait of Goddess
Saraswati. Sanjay Kumar
Jaiswal, District and
Sessions Judge Durg;
Anand Prakash Warial,
Member Secretary;
Pushpendra Meena,
Collector; Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police; Yogesh Kshattri,
Jail Superintendent Durg

and Judges, staff and pris-
oners were present.

In the program, Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal,(District
and Sessions Judge /
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority, Durg)
expressed that it is a mat-
ter of pride for the state of
Chhattisgarh that under
the aegis of State Legal
Services Authority, cases
of prisoners detained in
jail for petty offenses are

being resolved through
compromise in cases of
plea bargaining and com-
poundable nature. The
prisoners who will be re-
leased through Jail Lok
Adalat will be able to cele-
brate the festival with
their families. The main
objective of the District
Legal Services Authority
is to create awareness in
various social matters as
well as to help the weaker

and backward sections.
Legal awareness camps
are also being organized
for the under trials in the
jail premises.

Justice Goutam
Bhaduri in his address
said that cases are being
resolved of those prison-
ers who are detained in
petty crimes; who are de-
tained as a prisoner under
trial and served half the
sentence as well as whose

conduct and behaviour is
good in jail. This initiative
has been taken by the
State Legal Services
Authority under
"Nyayalaya Aapke Dwar".
Jail Lok Adalat is a part of
Lok Adalat. The prisoners
should not think that their
future is to stay in jail. The
prisoner should bring
himself in the process of
reforming through posi-
tive thoughts. He said that

no person is a criminal by
birth but due to some situ-
ations or out of anger, they
commit crime. One can in-
fuse energy in his body
while making a positive ef-
fort towards making his
life better while atone-
ment for that crime in the
Central Jail. This is an op-
portunity to improve,
Justice Bhaduri said.

Member Secretary of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur, Anand Prakash
Variyal said that
"Prisoners should listen to
the voice of their con-
science and decide
whether the crime they
had committed was right
or not.

The family suffers due
to the crime committed by
them. Their family mem-
bers suffer for no reason
and run pillar to post to get
them released. The Legal
Services Authority pro-
vides free legal aid to the

economically weaker per-
sons and prisoners at the
level of District Court,
High Court and Supreme
Court".

To make the prisoners
aware, Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek
Pallava, while boosting the
morale of the prisoners,
advised them not to repeat
the crime. Giving informa-
tion about the legal aid
and other schemes to the
prisoners, Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Vivek Kumar
Verma explained the legal
remedies to get out of the
jail. Judicial Magistrate
Umesh Kumar Upadhyay
conducted the pro-
gramme.

In the Central Jail Durg,
a total of 06 benches were
constituted for the Mega
Jail Lok Adalat, which
were presided by Judicial
Magistrates. A total of 17
cases were disposed of in
the Jail Lok Adalat.
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Sahee Ram Jakhar elected Secretary and Parminder Singh as Treasurer

Two days Capacity Building
Programme concludes at DAV Hudco

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1166:: A two day work-
shop on the Capacity Building
Programme for the Senior
Secondary teachers of English
and Commerce stream drew to
a conclusion on Sunday on a vi-
brant note at DAV Hudco. The
workshop aimed at enhance-
ment and sharing of knowl-
edge and new ideas in the aca-
demics and co-curriculum
front along with the regular
polishing and improvement of
the teaching skills among the
educators. 

The workshop covered all
the elements that go into mak-
ing a complete well-rounded
personality with the capacities
of self awareness, problem
solving, decision making, criti-
cal thinking etc. PPT presenta-
tions, video clippings, topics

related games and brainstorm-
ing sessions kept the workshop
alive and educative. The
trainee delegates thanked DAV
CAE for organising such work-
shops which are a constant
feature of DAV and are very
much helpful in nourishing the
roots of education in all DAV
schools. The workshop culmi-
nated with the valedictory

function where the platform
was aggrandized by BP Sahu
(Principal DAV ISPAT Sec 2,
Bhilai) and Ravindra Singh
(DAVPS Durgapur) where BP
Sahu speaking on the occasion
appreciated the efforts of all
the resource persons for their
informative deliberations and
said that learning is never end-
ing process and such work-

shops help teachers to hone
their teaching skills so that
they can satisfy the curiosity of
enthusiastic learners. He
added that the need of the
hour is to keep the educators
abreast with the latest re-
sources and strategies to ig-
nite the spark of illuminating
knowledge among students.
The Resource Persons were
honoured with the mementos. 

The interactive workshop
helps to disseminate the tech-
nology based learning which
creates creative thinking and
results in experimental learn-
ing. The vibrant and enthusi-
astic delegates felt empow-
ered attending the meticu-
lously designed workshop.
The workshop opened new
horizons of effective teaching.
The function concluded with
Shanti Path. 

Over 42K benefitted from Dai Didi Mobile Clinics
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Mohalla, Oct 16: District
Collector Mohala- Manpur
-Ambagarh outpost S.
Jayawardhan and
Superintendent of Police
Y. Akshay reached the vil-
lages of the highly vulner-
able Naxal-affected areas
of Manpur block by motor-
cycle to take stock of devel-
opment works.

The Collector made an
intensive tour of the
Naxal affected areas in
view of important re-
quirements like infra-
structure, road connectivi-
ty, health, drinking water,
food, electricity. To speed
up the development works
in these areas and for ef-

fective implementation of
the schemes, the Collector
gave necessary directions
to the officers.

The Collector inspected
the school, Anganwadi of
village Dorde, Masiyapara,
Hureli in Manpur block.
He reached the village and
took information from the
villagers regarding educa-
tion, health and nutri-
tion.During the inspec-
tion, he instructed to sub-
mit the estimate for the
construction of the build-
ing after seeing the dilapi-
dated building of the
Government Pre-
Secondary School build-
ing, Hureli.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to prepare

the estimates of 3 culverts
from the PWD department
and submit them. He took
information from the vil-
lagers regarding hot food
being given to anemic
women, teenage girls, preg-
nant mothers and instruct-
ed the CEO of the Janpad
Panchayat to include the
products of tamarind in
the RIPA project.

Instructions were also
given to BRCC to prepare
information about how
many children of village
Hureli had gone out to
study in hostels, ashrams
and other districts.SDM
Amit Nath Yogi, District
CEO DD Mandale and offi-
cers of various depart-
ments were present.
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Mungeli, Oct 16: Under
the chairmanship of
Mungeli-collector and
Jeevandeep committee
president Rahul Dev,
meeting of Jeevandeep's
executive committee was
held in the meeting room
of the district hospital
here and in the meeting,
for the convenience of the
patients, it was decided to
install street lights
around the boundary
area of the district hospi-
tal premises and to pur-
chase a new mortuary ve-
hicle to transport the
dead bodies to their
homes respectfully.

Similarly, the work of
leveling near the porch in
front of the Mother and
Child Hospital of the
District Hospital, develop-
ing a garden near the
parking area, under the
Kayakalp scheme, in the

year 2022-23, to increase
the cleanliness and hy-
giene in the hospitals and
to prevent infection was
also finalized. Discussion
was also held regarding
the construction of 50
thousand liters capacity
overhead water tank.

In the meeting,
Collector and Chairman
of Jeevandeep

Committee, Mr. Dev re-
ceived information re-
garding arrangement of
mortuary, generator, oxy-
gen plant, operation of
dialysis unit etc. in the
district hospital.

Similarly, from the
month of April 2022 to
September 2022, OPD,
IPD, delivery, steel birth,
IUCD, blood collection,

blood transfusion, dental
OPD, physiotherapy, num-
ber of children in NRC, X-
ray, laterosi, eye opera-
tion besides doctors in the
hospital was also dis-
cussed.

On this occasion, in-
charge Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. M. D.
Tendwe informed that the
District Hospital has Eye

Department, Transist
Hostel, Hummer Lab,
True Not Lab, 20 Bedded
Isolation Ward, 16 ICU
Beds, 42 Bedded Pediatric
Unit, Physiotherapy. The
building, 06 bed triage
room and burn ward are
being constructed.

On this, Collector and
Chairman of Jeevandeep
Committee Shri Dev in-

structed the concerned
construction agency to
complete all these works
under construction with
full quality within the
stipulated period. Joint
Collector Naveen Bhagat,
Civil Surgeon cum Chief
Hospital Superintendent
Dr. Anand Manjhi and
other officials were 
present.

Omi earns laurels for NEPS

Central Chronicle News

Takhatpur, Oct 16: Omi
Gupta, a student of class
VII from North Eastern
Public School(NEPS),
Jarondha, Takhatpur, has
been selected in stick fight
under 'Silambam' game in
the three-day 22nd state
level school sports compe-

tition organized in
Kondagaon.

School Principal
Jitendra Kumar Das gave
important suggestions to
the participants students
to maintain sportsman-
ship in all sports at three-
day sports competition to
be held from October 16 to
October 19.

Bharatiya Sanskriti Gyan
Pariksha-2022 held

Central Chronicle News

Gighouri/Kasdol, Oct
16: Bharatiya Sanskriti
Gyan Pariksha -2022 was
organised at Late Daulat
Ram Sharma PG College,
here on Oct 14 under the

guidance of Principal
Major- Dr HKS Gajendra
and in the presence of
Asst. Lecturer (English)
Sanjulata Patel. In this
exam a total of 51 students
took part and it was peace-
fully conducted.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Oct 16: Jhalmala
pond is getting dirty again
due to slow pace of beauti-
fication and the filth has
started increasing due to
the beautification and de-
velopment work being not
done not completed for al-
most 2 years. Recently, in
the meeting of the
Municipal Council, due to

the slow pace of beautifica-
tion in the pond, there was
a lot of displeasure by the
public representatives and
after which the municipali-
ty administration had
asked to send a notice to the
concerned contractor and
due to the objection of the
ward residents and public
representatives, it was said
that the pond should not be
given on lease for fish farm-

ing till the completion of
the beautification and de-
velopment works. But ac-
cording to the residents of
the ward, fish seed has
been put in the pond by the
fish farmers, due to which
the agitated people had
lodged a strong objection
by going to the municipali-
ty in the past and also sub-
mitted a memorandum to
the chairman of the munic-
ipality. The residents have
alleged that poultry farm
sewage and chemicals are
being put in the pond by the
fish farmers to increase the
fish, due to which pollution
increases in the pond and
the water of the pond re-
mains unfit for use. On this
subject, Chief Municipal
Officer Hori Singh Thakur
has said that the pond will
be inspected and action will
be taken accordingly.

Sakola school girls outshine
in gymnastic event

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Oct 16: State level
school gymnastic champi-
onship organised in
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district witnessed
Bilaspur division winning

22 gold, 23 silver and 17
bronze medals. In this
championship girls of
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Sakola
under Pendra block once
again bagged the champi-
onship in all the three age
groups ( 14, 17 and 19
years).

This school won the

championship for the 21st
time and created a record
in itself. Thirty students of
this school were part of
this championship. PTI
Ritesh Singh has the cred-
it of introducing gymnas-
tic sports among the girls
of this tribal belt.

In Vaulting Table Reema
Sawle was first, Sushma
Otti was second and
Poonam Tiwari came
third. In Pure Exercise
Reema Swali was first. In
17 year Girls Vaulting
Table event Sania Bhakre
came first.

On the success of girls
of his school Principal
Ayodhya Singh Paikra, lec-
turer Akshay Namdeo,
Head Master of Middle
School Nisha Pandey and
others boosted the moral
of students and assured to
be always with the girls.

MK Sondre appointed President,
Kirtan Nag as Treasurer SDKAS

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Oct 16: The
meeting of Shashakiya
Divyang Karamchari-
Adhikar Sangh (SDKAS)
was held in Shiv Mandir
temple premises in
Vishrampuri under Bade
Rajpur block here on
Sunday. On this occasion
Hari SinghJha- regional V-
P of SDKAS was present as
an observer.

In this meeting the fol-
lowing office bearers were
appointed - President block
unit Bade Rajpur-
Mahendra Kumar Sondre;
Kirtan Nag- Treasurer;
Tiju Ram Netam-
Secretary; Aishulal
Dhamgaiyya Chief
spokesman; Sarita Sethia -
Mahila Sanghatan
Secretary; senior teacher
Subodh Netam as Patron of
SDDKS. On this occasion,

Sukhdev Netam,
Sangmitra Aade,
Shivendra Sahu, Prabha
Bhuarya, Dil Ram
Kashyap, Ganesh Ram
Netam, Parmeshwar Patel,
Ram Singh Mandavi,
Sukhit Ram Narange, Usha
Kosare, Basanti Sahu were
present. Soon the next
meeting of Sangh will be
organised in Bade Rajpur
for expansion of the work-
ing committee of SDKAS.

Our priority is to provide 
better education: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 16: With the
priority of better educa-
tion and quality educa-
tion, District Collector
Vinay Kumar Langeh re-
viewed the works of the
Education Department on
various agendas in the
Collectorate Hall here.

Taking detailed infor-
mation on more than 15
points, the Collector in-
formed about timely avail-
ability of teachers in
schools, model toilets,
availability of running
water under Jal Jeevan
Mission, implementation
of Mahtari Dular Yojana,
operation of kinder-
garten, scholarship regis-

tration, reviewed on distri-
bution of uniforms, mid-
day meal, and operation of
Swami Atmanand School.

Under the action plan
for dismantling the dilapi-
dated buildings, he direct-

ed to complete the neces-
sary action before disman-
tling. The Collector also
inquired about the admis-
sion of children in private
schools under Right to
Education in the meeting

and along with this, he di-
rected for regular check-
ing of school buses for the
safety of school children
and to make children and
parents aware on road
safety.

As per the instructions
of the government, caste
certificates are being pro-
vided to the children in the
school itself. In this re-
gard, the Collector direct-
ed all BEOs, BRCs and
CACs to organize camps in
schools. Along with this,
he also reviewed the works
done under the Jal Jeevan
Mission for the availabili-
ty of running water in
schools and instructed the
concerned CEO, Janpad
Panchayat to inspect the
completion and submit the
report.

Additional Collector
Bhagwan Singh Uike,
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development
Department D Tigga,
District Education Officer
Sanjay Gupta, all BEOs,
BRCs and CACs were pres-
ent in the meeting.
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p In state level Ch’ship

p And quality 
infrastructure as well

Meeting held in Vishrampuri

Incomplete pond strewn
with dirt and fish breeding

Jeevandeep executive committee meeting concludes

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, Oct 16:
On October 15, Sukma
District Collector Haris
Svisited various villages of
Chhindgarh block. During
this, he inspected the vil-
lages like Kundanpal,
Kunna, Ramapuram,
Pendalnar, Pedaras etc.
Apart from discussing
with the villagers. District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Chhindgarh
Janpad Panchayat CEO CL
Devangan and concerned
officers-employees were
present during the 
inspection.

Collector Haris S  in-
spected Kanya Ashram
Kundanpal and directed
that the children should be
provided quality food ac-
cording to the menu chart.

He took stock of the con-
struction of the Kunna to
Michwar road and gave
necessary directions.

Along with this, the
Collector also inspected
the Anganwadi Center
Kunna, Kedaras PDS,

Ramapuram Dam. He also
observed the bridges and
culverts located at Pedaras
and Pusgunna. The
Collector inspected the
construction of primary
school and Anganwadi
center in Tangar Ras and

gave necessary directions
to the concerned.

Collector Haris S. While
discussing with the vil-
lagers in Pendalnar and
Kunna, instructed the con-
cerned officers to take im-
mediate action on their de-

mands. On receiving infor-
mation about the villagers
not getting ration, the
Collector reprimanded the
Gram Panchayat Secretary
of Kunna and directed
them to solve their prob-
lems within two days.

Collector gets apprised with problem of villagers Collector, SP inspect Naxal 
affected areas on motorcycle
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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Children during launch of ‘Child Marriage Free India’ campaign at Sanjay Camp, Chanakyapuri, in New Delhi, Sunday.

BRIEF

Boat capsize 
Katihar: Seven peo-
ple died in an incident
of boat capsize that
took place at the con-
fluence of the Ganges
and one of its tribu-
taries in Bihar, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.
According to Udayan
Mishra, District
Magistrate (DM) of
Katihar, the boat car-
rying 10 people, all
agricultural labourers
returning from work,
had capsized late on
Saturday at the conflu-
ence of Ganges and
Barandi.

RSS meet
Prayagraj: A four-
day national executive
board meeting of the
RSS, which will dis-
cuss the expansion
work of the Sangh as
well as the prevalent
current issues, began
in Gauhania here on
Sunday. Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat and general
secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale attended the
meeting and paid flo-
ral tributes to a por-
trait of ‘Bharat Mata’.

Suicide
Indore: Noted TV seri-
al actor Vaishali
Thakkar allegedly
committed suicide on
Sunday by hanging
herself in her house in
Indore city of Madhya
Pradesh, police said.
She was 29. After being
alerted by residents in
the vicinity, police per-
sonnel opened the door
of her house in Saibag
Colony and found her
hanging from the ceil-
ing fan with a stole in
her room, police officer
RD Kanwa told PTI.

Arrested 
Chandigarh: Former
Punjab minister
Sunder Sham Arora
was arrested by the
state vigilance bureau
for allegedly offering a
bribe of Rs 50 lakh to
one of its officers to
“settle” the ongoing
inquiries against him,
a senior official said
on Sunday. Arora, who
joined the BJP after
quitting the Congress
in June, was arrested
on Saturday night in
Zirakpur in Mohali
when he tried to al-
legedly hand over the
cash to the Assistant
Inspector General of
the vigilance bureau.

Adopt
Jamshedpur:Senior
officials in
Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district
have “adopted” 187 gov-
ernment-run schools to
help improve the stan-
dard of education in
the institutions in view
of the disruptions
caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic. Deputy
Commissioner Vijaya
Jadav has adopted one
middle school each in
Patamda, Ghatsila,
Dumaria and
Baharagora in the dis-
trict, as part of the
Abua Aasdra’ (Our
School) initiative, an of-
ficial said Sunday.

Congress party presidential
candidate Shashi Tharoor
has tea at a roadside stall
during his visit to Lucknow,
Sunday.

Bhopal, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday re-
leased textbooks in Hindi
of three subjects for
MBBS students as part of
an ambitious project of
the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment to impart med-
ical education in the Hindi
language.

Terming it as an impor-
tant day in history, Shah
said Madhya Pradesh has
become the first state in
the country to start the
MBBS (Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of
Surgery) course in Hindi.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi speaks in
Hindi on the international
platforms to send across a
message to the world. This
boosts the confidence of
the young people in India,”
Shah said addressing a
gathering after unveiling
the textbooks of medical
biochemistry, anatomy
and medical physiology
subjects in Hindi for the
MBBS students at a func-

tion in Madhya Pradesh
capital Bhopal. In the 21st
century, some forces adopt-
ed the “brain drain” theo-
ry (migration of skilled
professionals), but Prime
Minister Modi has
changed it to the “brain
gain” theory, he said.

“This day will be writ-
ten in the history in gold-
en letters,” Shah said after
releasing the MBBS

course textbooks in Hindi
at the function where
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Medical
Education Minister
Vishvas Sarang were also
present.

Shah said he feels proud
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
in Madhya Pradesh has
fulfilled the dream of

Prime Minister Modi by
launching medical studies
in Hindi.

“This moment marks
the revival of the educa-
tion sector in the country
and I thank the prime min-
ister for it,” he added.

Shah said the work is on
to start technical and med-
ical education in eight
other languages of the
country.

The MBBS course in
Hindi was launched as
part of the National
Education Policy and soon
it will be started in other
languages also, he said.

Now, the students of the
country will not have any
inferiority complex about
not knowing the English
language and they can
study with pride in their
own language, the Union
minister said.

“Modiji has called for
imparting medical and en-
gineering education in
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Gujarati,
Bengali and other lan-
guages.\

Shah releases textbooks 
in Hindi for MBBS students 

Hails PM Modi for speaking in Hindi on international platforms

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during the release of
the Hindi books for the first year of medical courses as
part of a project of the Madhya Pradesh government to im-
part medical education in the Hindi language, at Lal
Parade Ground in Bhopal, Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Rain gushed through
holes in the rotting tin roof
covering the pyre, the
wind blowing away the tar-
paulin villagers tried to
put. Havildar Shiv Kumar
was finally cremated with
diesel, the gathering dark-
ness metaphor for the an-
guish of his family and the
despair of a village at the
edge of India’s capital.

On the border between
Delhi and Gurgaon,
Daurala is the nowhere vil-
lage without piped water,
proper drainage or even
sewer connections, slip-
ping through the cracks
from the high octane devel-
opment of its environs.
That Kumar was denied
dignity in death that trau-
matic September evening
underscored for its people
the hopelessness of their
situation.

“It was my son’s 40th
birthday when he came
back home in a flag-draped
coffin. What aggravated
my pain was that his mor-
tal remains were con-

signed to flames using
diesel from a tractor,” said
Kumar’s mother Ramvati.
Kumar was posted with 24
Grenadiers in Jaipur
when he got dengue. He
was shifted to the army’s
Research and Referral
Hospital here on
September 22 and the body
was brought to the village
on September 23 amid
heavy rain. What hap-
pened after that is a case
study of all that is wrong,
the villagers told PTI.
Almost every house in

Daurala sends men to the
armed forces and it was
the first time in several
decades that a soldier from
the village died on duty.

“We have a population of
around 800 people, of
which only 300 are eligible
to vote. We don’t matter to
them. There’s nothing
called basic infrastructure
in the village,” retired
hawildar Diwan Singh told
PTI, his eyes fixed on the
glittering high-rises of
Gurgaon visible from
every corner of the village.

CHRONICLE OF CIVIC AND POLITICAL NEGLECT

A jawan’s death and 
a Delhi village lost in time

Daurala village at the edge of Delhi doesn’t have proper
roads, piped water supply, sewage network, community
centre or even basic facilities for cremation of dead.

Chennai, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The DMK’s first goal is
to emerge victorious in all
the 39 Lok Sabha seats in
Tamil Nadu and the lone
Puducherry segment as
well in the 2024
Parliamentary election,
party President and Chief
Minister M K Stalin said
here on Sunday.

The next goal is to facil-
itate formation of a new
government at the Centre
that is committed to the
principles of social jus-
tice and federalism, he
said.

“During the run-up to
the (Lok Sabha) election
(in 2024), we will take po-
litical steps aimed at it,”
he said in a video-mes-
sage. It is the first edition

of DMK’s public outreach
initiative through a video-
message series titled,
“Answers of one among
you.” (Ungalil Oruvanin
Pathilgal in Tamil).

The DMK has come
with a Tamil political slo-
gan, “Narpathum
Namathe, Nadum

Namathe.” It could be
roughly translated as, “All
the 40 Parliamentary con-
stituencies are ours, the
country is ours as well.”

The outreach pro-
gramme’s objective is to
respond to queries raised
in social media platforms
by the people on matters
like Dravidian ideology,
Dravidian model regime,
administration and so on,
the DMK said. Party pres-
ident and Chief Minister
Stalin would answer ques-
tions.

To a question on NEET,
Stalin said he is confident
that Tamil Nadu could get
an exemption from the
test. “Do not come to a
conclusion that it will not
happen simply because
there is a delay.”

‘Goal is to win 2024 LS polls, help
form non-BJP govt at Centre’

M K Stalin

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

They have been cured of
leprosy years ago, but
Malesh still cannot eat at
restaurants or travel in
public transport without
inviting uncomfortable
glares to his bandaged
hands, while Saheli is
forced to beg after being
denied jobs for her ap-
pearance.

Malesh and Saheli’s sit-
uation is shared by sever-
al others at the West Patel
Nagar Lok Mata Kusht
transit camp where
around 43 families of lep-
rosy survivors reside.

Everything is separate
for the camp’s residents

whether it be temples,
grocery shops, milk
booths or drinking water
taps, said a leprosy sur-
vivor, who believes that
society makes even the
cured feel as “untouch-
ables”. “People give me

dirty looks. Till date, we
do not get served in
restaurants and have to
take our own vessels if we
want to eat food. When we
travel in public transport
like buses or autos, no one
wants to sit next to us,”

said Malesh, 55, who was
cured of the disease 18
years ago but suffers from
physical deformities to
his hands and legs. For
Saheli begging was the
only option left after she
was denied employment
on several occasions as
people turned her away
because of her appear-
ance and physical defor-
mities.

“I did not even have the
option to work. As soon as
people saw deformities of
my body, they turned me
away. I am now forced to
beg but that is the only
way I am able to manage
two meals a day,” the 42-
year-old said.

CURED BUT OSTRACISED

Leprosy survivors ordeal far 
from over, continue to battle stigma

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  1166::

Navratna PSE NMDC in associ-
ation with Brahma Kumaris,
spiritual movement that origi-
nated in Hyderabad, organized
a Talk on “Stress Management”
at its Head Office in Hyderabad
on Friday. Participating in the
Government’s ‘Har Din, Har
Ghar Ayurveda’ initiative, a six-
week long programme from
September 12 to October 23,
2022, NMDC is organizing vari-
ous programmes ensuring Jan
Bhagidari at its Head Office
and major Projects. 

Promoting ‘Ayurveda for
Mental Health’, NMDC Head
Office invited Sister B.K.
Anitha from the Brahma
Kumaris organization to deliver
talk on “Stress Management”
on Friday 14.10.2022. Speaking
on the occasion, Sister B.K.
Anitha emphasized on the

power of positivity in dealing
with stressful situations and
said, “One must face problems
with an empathetic approach,
mindful of other people’s jour-
ney as well. We need to appre-
ciate the present and value
ourselves in order to grow and
lead a peaceful life.” A session
on Yoga and Pranayam for
Mental Wellbeing was also
organized on 13th October
2022 in association with
Namaste India Foundation. Shri

Brijbhushan Purohit, President,
Namaste Yoga Foundation
delivered a lecture on
Ayurveda for Mental Wellbeing
and demonstrated Yoga and
Pranayam at Head Office,
Hyderabad. An essay writing
competition on Ayurveda for
Mental Wellbeing and benefits
of Ayurveda was also conduct-
ed today on 15th October 2022
for employees, executives and
apprentice at Head Office,
Hyderabad.

Ayurveda Day celebrations in NMDC 

Kohima, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Nagaland govern-
ment is undertaking coffee
plantation on nearly 10,000
hectares of land and the
organic beverage grown in
the northeastern state is
now being exported to
European and Middle East
countries, an official said.

Around 8,412.49
hectares and 1,419.7
hectares of land are cov-
ered by plantations of
Arabica and Robusta cof-
fee respectively, the official
said. The state govern-
ment has set a target to
cover 50,000 hectares of
land by 2030, he said.

With Nagaland having
micro-climatic condition,
the soil is very suitable for
coffee, the official claimed.

Coffee plantation was
first started in Nagaland
in the early 1990s but it

was not a success then as
there was no market link-
age with the project, the of-
ficial said. In October 2014
the Nagaland government
resumed the revival of cof-
fee plantations throughout
the state with Land
Resources Development
(LRD) as the nodal agency
and now the organic coffee
grown in this hill state is
being exported, said
Additional Director of
LRD, Albert Ngullie.

Kohima district has the
highest coverage of
2649.69 hectares of land
while Zunheboto district
has 1025.9 hectares of land
under organic coffee plan-
tations. “Our target is to
make it a successful plan-
tation and the farmers
have to benefit,” he said.
Under the post-COVID-19
economic recovery plan
supported by North

Eastern Council (NEC),
360 coffee pulping ma-
chines were procured and
distributed across the
state.

The pulper caters to
about 1,000 hectares of cof-
fee plantation clusters in
the state which are at the
threshold stage for bear-
ing cherries, he said.

The LRD is carrying out
coffee plantation activities
with the support of the
state government and
NABARD while the tech-
nical and management
support has come from
Coffee Board, he said,
adding that even the seeds
are produced from Coffee
Board certified nurseries.

The Coffee Board is sup-
porting the department in
providing training to the

farmers and also conduct-
ing exposure trips to other
states, he said, adding that
the Coffee Board has also
been supporting the coffee
growers with government
aided subsidies through
direct benefit transfers.

Joint Director LRD
Banchamo Ngullie said
plantation, quality produc-
tion and market linkage
are being looked into by
the department.

In order to transform
the economy of the state
and alleviate poverty, cof-
fee is the alternative and
for that the government
needs to make sufficient
budget allocation under
state funds, he said.

LRD Project Officer
(Coffee) Dr Menuosietuo
Tseikha said the depart-
ment is taking utmost care
on providing quality cof-
fee seeds and also ensur-

ing reasonable market
prices to the coffee grow-
ers. While the department
is engaged in expanding
coffee growing areas, he
said it is also engaged with
Nagaland Coffee, which
exports the coffee product
of the state to internation-
al markets.

The LRD is not only en-
gaged in promoting coffee
farmers, but it is also ex-
tending barista training to
promote coffee-based en-
trepreneurship among ed-
ucated unemployed
youths. It also helps in es-
tablishment of coffee bars
across the state.

Deputy Director of
Coffee Board, Jorhat,
Assam, P P Chaudhury
said that the Board has
been supporting around
400 coffee growers in a
year covering around 200
hectares of land.

Coffee plantation on nearly 10,000 hectares of land 
 In Nagaland

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday put
out an animation video of
Rahul Gandhi to take a dig
at the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
evoking a sharp response
from the Congress which
said that calling the video
“pathetic” is an under-
statement.

The BJP put out on
Twitter the over two-
minute-long animation of
Gandhi portraying him as
Asrani’s character from
the movie Sholay.

In the video, digs have
been taken over Congress
MLAs quitting in Goa,

leaders quitting and join-
ing Ghulam Nabi Azad
and infighting in
Rajasthan among other
things.

“Mummy, why doesn’t
suffering end? It’s over
Tata..goodbye,” the BJP
tweeted along with the ani-
mation in an apparent ref-
erence to Rahul Gandhi
and his mother Sonia
Gandhi.

Reacting to the move,
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
said, “BJP’s latest formula
to counter the success of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra.
Frustration + Desperation
= Animation.”

“To call the video they
have put out pathetic is an
understatement!” Ramesh
said.

BJP puts out animation video
of Rahul on Bharat Jodo Yatra
 Cong slams 

it as frustration,
desperation

Ayurveda for Mental Wellbeing



FLOODING

Locals look at cars abandoned by the sea following heavy thunderstorms, in the village of Paliokastro, on the island of
Crete, Greece. It has been reported that at least one person has died with others missing due to the severe flooding.

RUSSIAN AIR FORCE FIRES A ROCKET

In this handout photo taken from video and released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Sunday, Oct. 16,
An Su-25 ground attack jet of the Russian air force fires a rocket on a mission over Ukraine.
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London, Oct 16 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Liz Truss, just over a
month into the job, is al-
ready seen as increasingly
unlikely to ride out the
turbulence within her own
Conservative Party and
the financial markets,
with her former leader-
ship rival Rishi Sunak the
odds-on favourite to make
a comeback for 10
Downing Street.

At the end of a tumul-
tuous week in British poli-
tics which saw Truss sack
her close friend and trust-
ed aide Kwasi Kwarteng
who was enforcing her
own economic policies as
Chancellor, the mutinous
voices within the govern-
ing Conservatives contin-
ue to flag how Sunak had
warned against much of
the financial meltdown
that would follow his
rival’s unfunded tax-cut-

ting policies. The former
British Indian Chancellor
adopted a silent approach
as he hosted two pre-
scheduled parties at a cen-
tral London hotel this
week to thank his Ready
for Rishi leadership cam-
paign team and officials at
the UK Treasury. “His ap-
proach is one part I told
you so’ but rather more a
sense of sadness. He just

says: It didn’t have to be
like this’,” a friend was
quoted by The Sunday
Times’ as saying. As the
Oddschecker bookies’
odds aggregator showed
Sunak racing ahead as the
favourite to replace Truss,
his team is said to be eye-
ing what would be one of
the most remarkable polit-
ical comebacks in British
politics. According to in-

siders, the UK-born
Indian-origin politician,
who lost to Truss in the
Tory membership vote
after being the clear fron-
trunner among his parlia-
mentary colleagues, is
steering well clear of any
accusations of plotting
against Truss as he spends
time in his constituency of
Richmond in Yorkshire.

Among the possibilities
being considered by Tory
rebels is to avoid another
full-blown leadership elec-
tion by getting members of
Parliament to unite be-
hind one particular candi-
date. Sunak is not seen as
an all-out favourite for that
because the fierce loyalists
from former Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s
camp, who still blame his
resignation as Chancellor
for their leader’s exit in
the wake of the partygate
scandal, are unlikely to
rally behind him.

Bookie odds favour Rishi Sunak comeback
amid turbulence for UK PM Liz Truss

Cairo, Oct 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has very
good personal relation-
ship with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El
Sisi and he has been
wanting to visit the key
north African country for
some time, but the Covid-
19 pandemic has disrupt-
ed the travel schedule,
India’s top diplomat has
said.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar,
who is in Egypt on his
maiden visit at the invita-
tion of his Egyptian
counterpart Sameh
Shoukry, made the re-
marks in response to a
question during his inter-
action with the Indian
community here on
Saturday. When asked
when he would advise
Prime Minister Modi to
visit Egypt, Jaishankar

said, “he doesn’t need my
advice (to travel to
Cairo)”. “The Prime
Minister has a very good
personal relationship
with President Sisi. I
know that he has been
wanting to visit (Egypt)
for some time. It is one of
those situations, partly
Covid, that has disrupted

the travel schedule. But I
can assure you it’s very
much on his mind,”
Jaishankar said.

“From my side, he will
(the prime minister) only
get further motivation (to
visit Egypt),” he added.
The last prime ministeri-
al visit from India to
Egypt took place in 2009

when Dr. Manmohan
Singh visited Cairo for
the Non-Aligned Summit,
according to the Indian
Embassy website.

In response to another
question on his assertive
diplomacy, Jaishankar
said he doesn’t think he is
being assertive, but it’s
because of the situations.

“I still believe that at
the end of the day it’s im-
portant to explain your-
self...at times there is a
lack of fairness in which
your position is por-
trayed. I don’t think we
should let that pass. We
are not doing justice to
ourselves if we do that,”
he said.

“As a country, it is im-
portant for us to be clear
in the projection of our
interests, to be articulate
and explain why we are
doing or taking the posi-
tions that we are doing,”
he added.

Visiting Egypt very much on PM Modi’s mind: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks during his
interaction with the Indian community in Egypt, in Cairo.

Washington, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Indian govern-
ment is keeping a watch
on the growing trade
deficit to check if there
is a disproportionate in-
crease in the gap against
any one country, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said.

“Trade deficit is actu-
ally growing,” she said.
“It is growing across the
board, meaning we are
importing a lot more
than exporting. And the
net is definitely going
against us. But, we’re
also keeping a watch as
to if there’s a dispropor-
tionate increase against
any one country,”
Sitharaman said, re-
sponding to a question
on the increase in trade
deficit against China to
nearly USD 87 billion.

India’s trade deficit
with China widened in

2021-22 and continues to
do so in 2022-23, the
Ministry of Commerce

data showed. In the fi-
nancial year 2021-22
(FY22), the trade deficit

was recorded at USD 72.9
billion, up nearly USD 29
billion from FY21’s fig-

ure of USD 44 billion. In
2020-21, the trade deficit
was recorded at USD 48.6
billion.

“Equally, if you look
into the items that are
imported, they are less of
final consumption goods
and more of intermedi-
aries. And when I say
more of raw materials
and intermediate goods,
it’s also got a potential
for value addition and
exports,” Sitharaman
said.

“So, I wouldn’t want to
immediately get anxious
about this net deficit,
meaning imports being
far higher than exports,
because I think carefully
if you look at it, the kind
of imports that are hap-
pening are very essen-
tial, also for our industri-
al activity and for our
value addition for ex-
ports purposes,” she
said.

Indian govt keeping watch on increasing trade deficit, says Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during her interaction with a group of Indian-
overseas scholars & students from various US universities; University of Maryland,
Harvard University, American University, Georgetown University & Princeton University,
in Washington DC, USA. BJP MP G.V.L. Narasimha Rao is also seen. 

Beijing, Oct 16 (PTI):

As he is all set for a
record 3rd five-year term
in power and perhaps for
life, President Xi Jinping
on Sunday warned that
China will not “renounce
the use of force” to unify
Taiwan with the main-
land and vowed to ad-
vance the modernisation
of the country’s military
to world-class standards to
protect national sover-
eignty, security and devel-
opmental interests.

Taiwan considers itself
a sovereign state but
China views the self-ruled
island as a breakaway
province. Beijing has not
ruled out the possible use
of force to achieve unifica-
tion.

“We will not renounce
the use of force and will
take all necessary meas-
ures to stop all separatist
movements” in Taiwan,

Xi said on the opening day
of the week-long key once-
in-a-five-year Congress of
the ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC),
which is widely expected
to confer an unprecedent-
ed 3rd five-year term on
him. Except for Xi, all the
top leaders of the party,
including the number two
leader Premier Li
Keqiang, would be re-
placed or reshuffled dur-
ing the Congress as the
administration headed by
69-year-old Xi is complet-

ing a 10-year tenure.
However, the Congress is
expected to endorse Xi’s
continuation as he has al-
ready been declared a
“core leader” of the party
on par with its founder
Mao Zedong. Xi’s continu-
ation in power will for-
mally end the over three
decade practice of its top
leaders retiring after com-
pleting two-five-year
tenures.

In a show of unity, al-
most all retired former
leaders of the party — in-
cluding Xi’s predecessor
Hu Jintao, former presi-
dent Jiang Zemin and for-
mer premier Wen Jiabao
along with a host of for-
mer leaders — attended
Sunday’s opening ceremo-
ny at the ornate Great
Hall of the People and
were seen cheering key
aspects of his speech
spanning one hour 45
minutes.

Won’t renounce use of force to unify Taiwan: XiIran’s celebrities
face reprisals for

supporting protests
Baghdad, Oct 16 (AP):
Singers, actors, sports
stars the list goes on.
Iranian celebrities have
been startlingly public in
their support for the mas-
sive anti-government
protests shaking their
country. And the ruling es-
tablishment is lashing
back. Celebrities have
found themselves targeted
for arrest, have had pass-
ports confiscated and
faced other harassment.

Among the most notable
cases is that of singer
Shervin Hajipour, whose
song “For “ has become an
anthem for the protest
movement, which erupted
Sept. 17 over the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini
in police custody after she
was arrested for not abid-
ing by the Islamic
Republic’s strict dress
code.

Kyiv, Oct 16 (AP):

Pro-Kremlin officials on
Sunday blamed Ukraine
for a rocket attack that
struck the mayor’s office
in a key Ukrainian city
controlled by the sepa-
ratists. Separately,
Ukrainian officials said
Russian rockets struck a
city across from the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, injuring six
people.

The attacks on both
sides came as Russia has
lost ground in the nearly
seven weeks since
Ukraine’s armed forces
opened their southern
counteroffensive. Last
week, in retaliation, the
Kremlin launched what is
believed to be its largest
coordinated air and mis-
sile raids on Ukraine’s key
infrastructure since

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24. The
municipal building in sep-
aratist-controlled Donetsk
was seriously damaged by
the rocket attack. Plumes
of smoke swirled around
the building, which had
rows of blown-out win-
dows and a partially col-
lapsed ceiling. Cars near-
by were burned out.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of casualties.
Kyiv didn’t immediately
claim responsibility or
comment on the attack.

Kremlin-backed sepa-
ratist authorities have
previously accused
Ukraine of numerous
strikes on infrastructure
and residential targets in
the occupied regions,
often employing the U.S.-
supplied long-range HI-
MARS rockets, without
providing corroborating

information. Separately,
Ukrainian authorities on
Sunday reported that at
least six people were
wounded as a result of
rocket attacks across from
Zaporizhzhia, Europe’s
largest nuclear power
plant, where Russia has
stationed its troops.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko,
deputy head of the
Ukrainian president’s of-
fice, said that two resi-
dents of Nikopol had been
hospitalized following the
strikes, which also dam-
aged five power lines, gas
pipelines, and a raft of
civilian businesses and
residential buildings.

Russia and Ukraine
have repeatedly accused
each other of firing at and
around the plant, which
continues to be run by its
pre-occupation Ukrainian
staff.

Ukraine: Rockets strike mayor’s
office in separatist Donetsk

ZZaappoorriizzhhzzhhiiaa,,  OOcctt  1166  ((AAPP))::
Regions of southern Ukraine
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin illegally annexed saw
more heavy fighting Saturday
as Ukrainian soldiers pressed a
ground campaign to recapture
one, and Russian forces explod-
ed long-range missiles and
Iranian-made drones in anoth-
er. A missile strike also serious-
ly damaged a key energy facili-
ty in Ukraine’s capital region,
the country’s grid operator said.
Following mounting setbacks,
the Russian military has worked
to cut off power and water in
far-flung populated areas while
also fending off Ukrainian coun-
terattacks in occupied areas.
Dmytro Pocishchuk, a hospital
medic in the Zaporizhzhia
region’s capital who has treated
dozens of people wounded dur-
ing Russian attacks in recent
weeks, said people sought safe-
ty outdoors or in his building’s

basement when the familiar
blasts started at 5:15 a.m.
Saturday. “If Ukraine stops,
these bombings and killings will
continue. We can’t give up to
the Russian Federation,’”
Pocishchuk said several hours
later. He put a small Ukrainian
flag on the broken windshield of
his heavily damaged car. Russia
has lost ground in the nearly
seven weeks since Ukraine’s
armed forces opened their
southern counteroffensive. This
week, the Kremlin launched
what is believed to be its largest
coordinated air and missile
raids since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24.

Kyiv region Gov. Oleksiy
Kuleba said the missile that hit
a power site Saturday morning
didn’t kill or wound anyone.
Citing security, Ukrainian offi-
cials didn’t identify the site, one
of many infrastructure targets
the Russian military tried to

destroy after an Oct. 8 truck
bomb explosion damaged the
bridge that links Russia to the
annexed Crimean Peninsula.

Ukrainian electricity trans-
mission company Ukrenergo
said repair crews were working
to restore electricity service,
but warned residents about fur-
ther possible outages. Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, the deputy head
of the Ukrainian president’s
office, urged residents of the
capital and three neighboring
regions to conserve energy.

“Putin may hope that by
increasing the misery of the
Ukrainian people, President
(Volodymyr) Zelenskyy may be
more inclined to negotiate a
settlement that allows Russia to
retain some stolen territory in
the east or Crimea,” said Ian
Williams, a fellow at the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies, a policy organization
based in Washington.

Ukraine and Russia work to gain
advantage in annexed regions

Biden: Truss plan a
‘mistake’ amid

‘worldwide inflation’
Portland, Oct 16 (AP):
President Joe Biden called
embattled British Prime
Minister Liz Truss’ aban-
doned tax cut plan a “mis-
take,” and said he is wor-
ried that other nations’ fis-
cal policies may hurt the
US amid “worldwide infla-
tion.”

Biden said it was “pre-
dictable” that the new
prime minister on Friday
was forced to walk back
plans to aggressively cut
taxes without identifying
cost savings, after Truss’
proposal caused turmoil
in global financial mar-
kets. It marked an unusual
criticism by a US presi-
dent of the domestic poli-
cy decisions of one of its
closest allies. “I wasn’t the
only one that thought it
was a mistake,” Biden said
on Saturday. “I disagree
with the policy, but that’s
up to Great Britain.”
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Need to eradicate
poverty

It is distressing to learn that

more than 700 million people

continue to live in extreme

poverty, struggling to meet the

most basic needs such as

health, education, and access to

water and sanitation.Poverty

has been a major issue in the

world.The United Nations (UN)

aims to end extreme poverty by

2030, with everyone having

equal access to economic re-

sources and improved re-

silience to social and environ-

mental shocks. Poverty is more

than just a financial problem; it

is a multifaceted phenomenon

that includes a lack of both in-

come and the basic capabilities

to live in dignity. The 2030

Agenda recognizes that eradi-

cating poverty in all of its

forms and dimensions, includ-

ing extreme poverty, is the

greatest global challenge and a

necessary condition for long-

term development.Every year

on October 17, the world com-

memorates the International

Day for the Eradication of

Poverty, which is celebrating

its 30th anniversary this

year.This is a day to remember

those who are affected by

poverty's consequences, such

as hunger, violence, and home-

lessness as well as the need to

eradicate poverty in all of its

forms globally. India has yet to

rise out of poverty. The country

was experiencing an outbreak

of poverty both before and

after independence. Poverty is

a national as well as a human

problem, and everyone in the

country must work together to

eradicate poverty while also

ensuring adequate physical

and mental health.We must

create a fair globalization that

provides opportunities for all

while also ensuring that rapid

technological development sup-

ports our efforts to eradicate

poverty.

Dr. Krishna

KumarVepakomma

Humane secular 
verdict 

No kudos is enough for

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia for

his most humane secular ver-

dict with utmost compassion

for the girl child, due respect

towards her educational

rights, dignity and independ-

ent choice of attire. This is

called sense of justice. May the

tribe of Justice Dhulia in-

crease and have the last laugh

so as to restore sanity and sen-

sitivity in this society. As far

as symbols depicting religion

is concerned ; perhaps turban

vermillion tilak or sandal

paste on the forehead don't

qualify as "antithesis to secu-

larism". It seems the citadel of

Secularism simply falls apart

solely due to the "threat"

named hijab. Hope the larger

bench of the Supreme Court

will prevent the "invasion on

the privacy" and "attack on the

dignity" of the hijab-clad stu-

dents as rightly pointed out by

Justice Dhulia and they be

warmly welcomed in the

Karnataka schools to pursue

their education. And yes fra-

ternity needs to be pursued by

respecting heterogeneity in all

front, not by annihilating di-

versities which form the real

essence of India.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata
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Villagers near breached portion of an embankment along the Brahmaputra River, in Morigaon district of Assam, Sunday, Oct. 16.

EMABANKMENT BREACH IN MORIGAON

C ausing inordinate delays in providing information requested
for under the RTI Act due to one reason or the other, even if

not purely intentionally but largely because of not being fully acquaint-
ed with the Act, is tantamount to its violation which in simpler words
means disregarding the powers of the Parliament which made the Act.
The said Act, needless to add, is made to empower the citizens of the
country to know what they desired as regards specific information re-
quested for related to public institutions and Government authorities
except in respect of such information which is purely personal having
no relation with public activity, Bank information, classified and securi-
ty related information and information in respect of private citizens
and the like. If a particular information is caused to be denied to an ap-
plicant simply because of the belief that certified copies of the relevant
information as requested could not be dispensed with as it was not
provided for under the said Act is not justified. In a case where such in-
formation was sought in respect of the documents of the land acquired
for the purposes of Industrial Growth Centre SIDCO Phase 2 in Samba
district, such wrong interpretation of the Act caused delay which has
been viewed seriously by the Chief Information Commissioner. In fact,
in simple parlance and in ordinary course, any information provided is
presumed to be factual and strictly according to the available informa-
tion and records. What problem, therefore, should be there, as such, in
certifying the same to be true and issuing the information as requested
by an applicant. The Act not only provides enough powers to a citizen
to visit the concerned department / office and inspect the particular
document and get the information but even the duly certified copies
thereof too obtained. Further stipulation and which is the core of the
entire gamut of the Act is issuing the information ''within 30 days'' and
that is what the CIC has reiterated and even gone to the extent of di-
recting the concerned UT authorities comprising Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, four Block Development Officers and a Chief
Medical Officer to stick to timelines. It seems that an approach right
from the beginning in the instant case has been not strictly as per the
provisions of the Act even when after being dissatisfied with the re-
sponse received in respect of negation of “certified copies”, the appli-
cant filed the first appeal which was not adjudicated by the First
Appellate Authority making things complicated. It was only after filing
second appeal, the applicant received the information which was
brought into the notice of the Commission. In this connection, the CIC,
therefore, has desired that the timelines be strictly adhered to in future
which is 30 days from the date of receipt of the application. Time limits
in respect of transfer by Public Information Officer (PIO) to another
Public Authority (PA) is 5 days and issuing notice to third party by the
PIO is again 5 days from the date of the receipt of the application. Time
limits are, again, of special significance in the Act as delays would not
otherwise be caused but defining what a delay meant in extent and
limit which therefore makes it obligatory on the PIO to arrange the de-
sired information to the applicant to adhere to timelines and not cause
an applicant to feel aggrieved and thus impinging upon its exercising
the right to know. It is an admitted fact that since lot of discretionary
powers are vested in and exercised by public authorities , the same
could be abused at times which needed not only to be discouraged but
an element of accountability and responsibility established. Records,
decisions, orders, execution of directions etc are becoming part and
parcel of such public institutions as records which an ordinary citizen is
empowered under the RTI Act to know. That way it can be seen as a
major step towards citizen – Government participation.

Compliance of RTI 
Act timelines

A ll around us, climate
change is worsening ex-

isting disadvantage. In Australia,
we need only look to low-income
households hit harder by rising
energy and fuel prices, and flood
responses in northern New
South Wales overlooking the
needs of people with disability.
These are examples of "climate
injustice". In our research on cli-
mate change and social justice
in Australia, we have found
again and again that people al-
ready experiencing marginalisa-
tion are most vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change.

But importantly, these are
often the groups leading social
movements to demand that eq-
uity and fairness for current and
future generations are at the
heart of climate action. Sadly,
climate justice is still not central
to current climate deliberations,
as shown in Labor's recent re-
fusal to rule out new coal and
gas projects despite the huge
impact on emissions. These
complex injustices will require
transformative policy responses
to ensure no one is left behind.

CClliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  mmaakkeess  
eexxiissttiinngg  iinneeqquuaalliittiieess  wwoorrssee

Over the past decade, we
have conducted feminist and
participatory research projects
about climate justice, in partner-
ship with grassroots communi-
ties. We have found climate

change acts to reinforce existing
systems of oppression and in-
equality. People who already ex-
perience marginalisation and
disadvantage in our community
are worse placed to weather cli-
mate extremes. If you are living
in low quality housing and strug-
gling to pay the bills, you will not
have spare cash to cool your
home during a heatwave. Many
other researchers have come to
similar conclusions. We know
climate change is already forc-
ing some Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to leave
their traditional homelands.

We also know violence can in-
crease against women and chil-
dren during and after extreme
weather events as it did after the
enormous 2009 Black Saturday
fires. There has been discrimina-
tion against LGBTQIA+ peoples
in disaster recovery. And low in-
come earners face increased
costs of living to cope with un-
bearable heat or cold. When we
think about climate action, we
tend to think of solar panels,
electrified transport and wind
turbines. That's because climate
policies focus on technology-
based answers. For instance, in
Western Australia's 2020 climate
policy, "hydrogen" is mentioned
58 times while the word "peo-
ple" is only used once. This focus
on "techno-fixes" promotes cli-
mate solutions while overlooking
entrenched systems of disadvan-
tage and injustice.

LLiivviinngg  oonn  CCoouunnttrryy  
iiss  bbeeccoommiinngg  hhaarrddeerr

Australia's remote Indigenous
communities already face real
challenges in living on Country
as global heating intensifies. As
Wardaman woman and Central
Land Council policy director
Josie Douglas told The
Guardian, without action to stop
climate change, people will be
forced to leave their country

and leave behind much of what
makes them Aboriginal. The
way the Aboriginal Health
Council of WA describes climate
change is telling: it is "a disease
that [ ] affects and impacts on
every living thing". As climate
change affects Country, impacts
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples include per-
sonal grief and loss, water and
food insecurity, and destruction
of sacred places and wild food
networks.

Issues such as poor-quality
housing make it increasingly dif-
ficult for First Nations peoples to
live on Country. Cheaply built
cement houses become swelter-
ing hotboxes. Importantly, this is
a story of strength and re-
silience. Many First Nations peo-
ples are highly active in re-
sponding to the threat, cam-
paigning for climate justice
through better protection of
Country. First Nations peoples
are also developing community-
owned renewable energy so
they can live and work on
Country with greater energy in-
dependence. And a group of
Torres Strait Islanders took their
human rights complaint against
the federal government to the
United Nations over the govern-
ment's inaction on climate
change. They won.

CClliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccaann  kkiillll
Over the Black Summer of

2019 20, forests up and down
the east coast burned much
more land than usual. The dense
smoke from these fires led to
the death of an estimated 445
people, the bushfire royal com-
mission heard. This is the stark-
est example of how climate
change can worsen health. But it
can also operate in insidious
ways. Two years ago, Western
Australia released the findings
of the world's first public inquiry
on how climate change affects

health. It found children and
youth, farming communities,
people with disabilities, low in-
come earners and older people
at particular risk.

Climate change also worsens
gender inequality and social jus-
tice issues such as poverty,
homelessness, and unemploy-
ment. For instance, as climate
change upends traditional farm-
ing and fishing livelihoods, some
women are forced to shoulder
more unpaid labour caring for
family and community health
and wellbeing. Australia's over-
stretched (and highly feminised)
social services workforce is now
increasingly having to respond
to the fallout from climate
change. Young people told us of
their growing grief and distress.
As one teenage respondent said,
climate change can be sad and
overwhelming for young people,
particularly due to our power-
lessness to fix the issue.
AAccttiioonn  ccaann  hheellpp  oonn  mmaannyy  ffrroonnttss

Communities are adapting,
building resilience, and working
to stem climate change. They
demand just climate solutions
upholding the rights of people
and the planet and address the
structural drivers of disadvan-
tage, like colonialism. The
worldwide school strike move-
ment has galvanised a genera-
tion, confronted world leaders
and shifted the views of power-
ful institutions. 

Climate activism is also a
proven way of countering a
sense of powerlessness and eco-
anxiety. From farmers and bush-
fire survivors to sportspeople
and parents, Australians with
lived experience of climate
change are turning to collective
action to demand a safer world.
Their approach adds to the over-
whelming evidence that social
justice and equity need to be at
the heart of climate action. 

Climate change makes existing inequalities worse

T HE Modi government
has been trying to im-

pose Hindi as the official lan-
guage through various means.
The recent instance is the re-
port of the Committee of
Parliament on Official
Language headed by the union
home minister, Amit Shah.
The 11th volume of the com-
mittee’s report has been pre-
sented to the president of
India. One of the recommen-
dations in the report is that:
“Medium of instruction and
other activities should be
Hindi in all technical and non-
technical institutions in the
country and use of English
should be made optional”.
This is with reference to cen-
tral institutions ranging from
IITs, central universities and
Kendriya Vidyalayas.

If this is implemented, it
would mean that students of

non-Hindi background would
have to qualify in the en-
trance examinations for these
institutions in Hindi and also
adopt the Hindi medium of
instruction. This would be
patently discriminatory
against those whose mother-
tongue is not Hindi.

When this proposal met
with strong opposition from
some of the non-Hindi state
governments, it was clarified
that Hindi would be the com-
pulsory medium of instruc-
tion in central educational in-
stitutions situated in the Hindi
states while in the other non-
Hindi states, the respective re-
gional languages would be the
medium of instruction.

This, however, does not
solve the problem. Central
universities or IITs in Hindi-
speaking states would only
admit students who are

equipped for the Hindi medi-
um of instruction. Thus these
central institutions, which
have a pan-India character,
will now be open only to
Hindi-knowing students.
Thus, the Delhi IIT or a cen-
tral government university
like the Banaras Hindu
University would become out
of bounds for non-Hindi stu-
dents. The same would apply
to the faculty.

If central educational insti-
tutions situated in the non-
Hindi states adopt the state/re-
gional language as the medi-
um of instruction, then it
would serve only students of
that state or region. This
would mean that the all-India
character of these institutions
would be nullified. A demo-
cratic language policy would
require that all the 22 lan-
guages listed in the Eighth

Schedule as national lan-
guages are treated on an equal
basis. The recommendations
of the official language com-
mittee in other matters too
militate against this equality.
For instance, the committee
has recommended that more
than 50 per cent of the budget
of government advertise-
ments should continue to be al-
located to Hindi language ads.

To demand that the main
language of a state should be-
come the medium of higher
education and administra-
tion in that state is the right
step. This should be applica-
ble to state-level institutions.
Hence it will be Hindi in
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil in
Tamilnadu and so on. But to
give primacy to Hindi in cen-
tral educational institutions
is to discriminate against
other national languages.

Amit Shah, as the union
home minister, has been con-
sistently pushing the idea of
‘One Nation, One Language’.
In 2019, while delivering his
first speech on Hindi Divas,
he had stated: “India is a
country of different lan-
guages. Every language has
its own importance. But it is
absolutely essential that the
entire country has one lan-
guage that becomes the identi-
ty of the nation in the world.

If there is any language
that can tie the whole coun-
try in one thread, it is the
most spoken language of
Hindi”. This is in line with
the RSS slogan of ‘One
Nation, One Language, One
Culture’. In a multi-lingual,
multi-cultural, diverse coun-
try like India, the efforts to
impose Hindi will only lead
to discord and disunity.

No Imposition of Hindi
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Brij Bhardwaj

P opular rule is expected to return to Jammu and Kashmir in March
or April next year after elections for Assembly in the Union

Territory. The revised electoral rolls are expected to be ready by end of
the year after that process of holding elections to Assembly will start.
The thinking in official circles is that law and order situation in the UT
has improved and there should be no difficulty in holding elections.
State of Jammu and Kashmir was turned into two union territories after
Article 370, which gave special status to state of Jammu and Kashmir,
was abrogated,. One comprised of Jammu and Kashmir province while
Ladakh was turned into a separate territory. Along with the holding of
elections, Central Government may also consider the question of restor-
ing statehood to Jammu and Kashmir, as was indicated when Article
370 was abrogated. The Centre feels that law and order situation has
improved considerably in UT to make it possible to hold elections. There
are few sporadic incidents from time to time involving foreign elements
trained in Pakistan who are sent into the UT by groups based in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir. A large number of militants involved in recent inci-
dents of killing of persons belonging to minority community have been
eliminated. The biggest gain is that educational institutions and mar-
kets are functioning normally and large number of tourists are visiting
the UT. It is hoped that in near future UT will also attract investment to
set up industries so that jobs could be provided for educated unem-
ployed young men and young women. The BJP is hopeful that it will
emerge as largest single largest party in the UT in the coming elections.
It is hopeful of not only retaining its hold in Jammu province but also get
few seats in Kashmir region. It is targeting backward communities like
Paharis and Gujjars who may get reservations in jobs under the
Scheduled Tribe act . This is under active consideration and may be
done before the elections are held. The Congress party which in the
past was a main challenge to BJP in Jammu region has been consider-
ably weakened after senior leader and former chief Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad left the party and floated a regional outfit. Pro-independence
or pro Pakistani outfits like Hurriyat Conference are no more active and
no one hears anymore calls for hartal or a protest march which was a
regular feature in the past. Regional parties like National Conference
and PDP remain active and have pockets of influence in Kashmir Valley,
but their influence in Jammu region has declined. The balance of seats
in the Assembly between Jammu and Kashmir province has also under-
gone a change and both will find almost equal representation in the as-
sembly. As such one may notice many changes in Jammu and Kashmir
when elections are held in 2023. The State will remain a Muslim majori-
ty State despite fears expressed in some quarters. Kashmir is totally
Muslim with number of minority community reduced considerably,
while Jammu province has about 30 per cent Muslim population.
Despite Ladakh region becoming a separate identity Jammu and
Kashmir remains a composite UT with a mixed population. Another
gainer after abrogation of Article 30 are women who were married to
non State subjects. Under the State subject law men marrying women
from outside conferred all rights on them but women on the other hand
were deprived of all if they married non state subjects . This included
right of jobs and property inheritance. They are positive gainers and
also are displaced persons who settled in Jammu and Kashmir after par-
tition of country who were treated as outsiders . Talks are on to estab-
lish new industries in the UT which include setting up a dry port in
Jammu and Kashmir to facilitate exports . This will provide facilities like
custom clearance in the UTitself and dispatch of goods in containers to

JK Assembly elections
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BRIEF

BFSI sector
Chennai: Corporates
engaged in the bank-
ing, financial services
and insurance (BFSI)
sector continued to
drive leasing in terms
of office space during
the third quarter of
the year in the city, a
report by real estate
consulting firm CBRE
South Asia Pvt Ltd
has said. Chennai's of-
fice space absorption
during the third quar-
ter of the year stood at
1.7 mn sq ft with BFSI
accounting 28 per cent
technology corporates
at 23 per cent, respec-
tively, the study 'CBRE
India Office Figures
Q3 2022' revealed.

WBSEDCL
Kolkata: The West
Bengal State
Electricity
Distribution
Company Ltd (WB-
SEDCL) has invited
expressions of inter-
est for setting up elec-
tric vehicle charging
infrastructure in pub-
lic-private partner-
ship (PPP) to boost e-
mobility in the state,
an official said on
Sunday. The state-run
utility has sought bids
from interested opera-
tors to build 205 charg-
ing or battery-swap-
ping stations for dif-
ferent types of vehi-
cles, he said.

Indian Bank
Chennai:Public sector
Indian Bank has
signed a memorandum
of understanding with
heavy commercial ve-
hicle major Ashok
Leyland Ltd to provide
easy credit to micro,
small and medium en-
terprises for the pur-
chase of vehicles, the
bank said. The general
manager of the bank
Narendra Kumar
Sharma has exchanged
documents with his
counterpart in Ashok
Leyland Neelakantan
C, said a statement
from the bank.

Alok Industries 
New Delhi:

Integrated textile
company Alok
Industries on
Saturday reported a
widening of its con-
solidated net loss to Rs
191.50 crore for the
second quarter that
ended on September
30, 2022. The company,
which was acquired
by Reliance Industries
along with JM
Financial Asset
Reconstruction
through NCLT-moni-
tored insolvency pro-
ceedings last year, had
reported a net loss of
Rs 84.11 crore in the
July-September quar-
ter a year ago. Its rev-
enue from operations
was down 10.81 per
cent to Rs 1,698.58
crore during the quar-
ter under review as
against Rs 1,904.57
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the last fiscal, Alok
Industries said in a
BSE filing.

Altigreen 
New Delhi: Reliance
Industries-backed
electric commercial
vehicle maker
Altigreen is looking to
raise up to Rs 1,000
crore next year to
drive in new models,
expand operations in
domestic and interna-
tional markets, ac-
cording to company
Founder and CEO
Amitabh Saran. The
Bengaluru-based com-
pany, which had
raised Rs 300 crore
from various entities
including Reliance
earlier this year, is de-
veloping electric vehi-
cles to cater to the last
mile transportation.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Mumbai: Bollywood actress Bhagyashree with models presents a creation by designer
Sanjukta Dutta (L) during the Lakme Fashion Week in Mumbai, Sunday, Oct. 16.

Washington, Oct 16 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
said that the rupee has not
weakened but it is the dol-
lar that has strengthened,
as she defended the 8 per
cent slide in the value of
Indian currency against
the greenback this year.

Speaking to reporters
after attending the annual
meetings of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank, she asserted that
the fundamentals of the
Indian economy were
strong and that inflation
was low compared to other
parts of the world.

"First of all I would look
at it as not rupee sliding, I
would look at it as dollar
strengthening, dollar

strengthening incessant-
ly," she said in reply to a
question on weakening
rupee. All other curren-
cies around the world are
performing against a
strengthening dollar, she
said. "And I'm not talking

technicalities, but it is a
matter of fact that India's
rupee probably has with-
stood this dollar rate going
up, the exchange rate in
favour of dollar strength-
ening is there and I think
Indian rupee has per-
formed much better than
many other emerging
market currencies."

The rupee settled at
82.35 against the US dollar
on Friday, having touched
another record low of
82.68 on Monday after
which the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is likely to
have intervened. Some an-
alysts say the central bank
may have spent nearly
USD 100 billion in the past
year to defend the rupee.

India's forex reserves
stood at USD 532.87 billion
in the week through

October 7, a far cry from
USD 642.45 billion seen a
year back. The RBI as well
as Sitharaman have in the
past attributed the decline
in the forex reserves to val-
uation changes arising
from appreciating US dol-
lar. Sitharaman on
Saturday evening said the
RBI efforts aimed at only
curbing excess volatility
and its intervention in the
market are not to fix the
value of the rupee. "I think
efforts by the RBI (are)
more towards maintain-
ing a certain... more to-
wards seeing (that) there
is not too much of volatili-
ty," she said. "It is not to in-
tervene in the market to
fix the value of the rupee.
So, containing the volatili-
ty is the only exercise that
RBI is involved in.

Rupee is not sliding, dollar is
strengthening: FM Sitharaman

Bhubaneswar, Oct 16 (PTI):

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik inaugurat-
ed IBM's Client Innovation
Center (CIC) here on
Sunday.

Speaking at the IBM CIC
inaugural function,
Patnaik said most of the IT
companies have set foot in
Bhubaneswar and Odisha
is now fast emerging as a
technology resource hub.

"Over the years, the
resurgent Odisha has
scripted success stories in
many spheres. It is march-
ing ahead with renewed
confidence towards a New
Odisha adopting new
ideas, innovation and en-
trepreneurship," he said .

The enabling environ-
ment, facilitation service
and huge talent pool avail-
able here have turned
Odisha into a destination
of choice, he said.

"Opening up of the IBM
Client Innovation Center

adds yet another water-
shed moment, signifying
the fast changing IT
ecosystem in the state," the
chief minister said.

The CIC, Bhubaneswar,
is set up in line with the
forays IBM has been mak-
ing into emerging cities to
get access to the diverse
and rich talent available
across the country. The
Center will fast-track the
digital transformation and
economic growth of the re-
gion, as IBM Consulting
continues to strengthen its

Hybrid Cloud and AI
Consulting capabilities de-
livered to global clients out
of India, the company
said. "The expansion of
our network of CICs is in-
tegral to supporting the
growing needs of our
clients as they accelerate
their business transforma-
tion journey. Our teams
will utilize their end-to-end
delivery capabilities
throughout the entire sys-
tem development life cycle,
from design to architec-
ture to creation," said Amit

Sharma, Managing
Partner - Global Delivery,
IBM Consulting.

He said Bhubaneswar is
fast emerging as a key tal-
ent hub in the country and
this Center will provide
these technology profes-
sionals with the opportuni-
ty to do impactful work for
clients not just in India but
across the world.

The new CIC will lever-
age the IBM Garage
method of delivery, an ap-
proach that helps IBM Co-
create', Co-execute', and Co-
operate' transformative
business and complex tech-
nology solutions with its
clients and ecosystem part-
ners, he said. The expanded
presence of IBM in
Bhubaneswar will create
opportunities for existing
employees as well as enable
the company to harness the
potential talent including
graduate hiring from the
technical educational
ecosystem in Odisha.

Patnaik inaugurates IBM’s Client Innovation Center

Ahmedabad, Oct 16: 

Vahak, India’s most
trusted transport commu-
nity, today announced the
launch of #ProfitSeYaari
festive offers that can be
availed by users on its
Mobile App and Web site
for load and lorry book-
ings done till October 31,
2022.

Announcing the launch,
Karan Shaha, CEO and
Co-founder of Vahak, said,
“Post the pandemic, this
festive season is one of the
busiest times for all trans-
port sector players. With
the exponential growth in
online shopping, many
transport businesses are
witnessing more truck-
loads, stricter deadlines,
longer hauls and extra
work to get timely return
loads. This is where Vahak
has stepped in to simplify
operations for both ends of

the spectrum. With the
new festive offers, we are
maximising profits for
transport ecosystem play-
ers during the peak de-
mand season.”

This October, shippers –
transporters, agents and
brokers – completing load
bookings via Vahak pay-
ments will get flat 4% cash
back, while carriers, in-
cluding lorry owners and
truckers, will get 2%
Vahak Rewards on top of
load booking payments re-
ceived on the app.
Detailing the offers, Karan,
says, “Vahak is fast becom-
ing a one-stop-shop for the
Indian logistics sector, pro-
viding a conducive trusted
ecosystem for both ship-
pers and carriers. Ahead of
the festive season, we have
brought these interesting
offers centred around the
needs of the Indian truck-
ing community.”

Vahak introduces
#ProfitSeYaari festive offers

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Domestic IoT start-up
Sensorise expects to more
than double its revenue to
Rs 160 crore this fiscal on
account of an increase in
the adoption of connected
devices communications
and portfolio expansion, a
senior company official
said.

Sensorise Chief
Technology Officer Vijaya
Vivek Kamath said that
the company had recorded
revenue of Rs 72 crore in
2021-22.

"We have been doubling
our turnover every year.
We are now venturing into
various industrial use
cases and overseas. The
current business bringing
growth for us and we are
looking at venturing into
end-to-end solution for
large system integration
along with our parent firm
Rosemerta.

Sensorise expects 
to double revenue to
Rs 160 cr this fiscal

Mumbai, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Centre is mulling a
scheme under which it
will take over state high-
ways having high-traffic
density for expansion,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said.

Gadkari, who handles
the road transport and
highways portfolio, said a
state highway will be ex-
panded into a four or six
lane road by the Centre
and toll will be collected
for 25 years before hand-
ing the asset back to the
state.

" We will take that high-
way from the state govern-
ment (and) will collect the
toll," Gadkari said, speak-
ing at a convention organ-
ised by the Association of
National Exchanges
Members of India (ANMI)
here. The minister, who
has built a reputation for

constructing mega road
projects across the coun-
try, exuded confidence that
the money invested for a
particular highway's ex-
pansion into a 4-6 lane car-
riageway can be recovered
in 12-13 years itself.

He, however, did not
offer any elaboration on
the evinced plan like if the
Centre is in talks with any
states or the overall outlay
under this or if such an ac-
tivity will be undertaken
by partnering with a pri-
vate entity.

Centre eyeing state highways with
high traffic for lane expansion, 

toll collection: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Passenger vehicle ex-
ports from India increased
2 per cent in the second
quarter, with Maruti
Suzuki India leading the
segment with dispatches
of over 1.31 lakh units, as
per the latest data by
Society of Indian
A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers.

The total passenger ve-
hicle (PV) exports stood at
1,60,590 units in the July-
September period as com-
pared with 1,57,551units in
the same period a year
ago.

Passenger car ship-
ments saw a 5 per cent dip
at 97,300 units while utility

vehicle exports rose 16 per
cent at 63,016 units during
the period under review,
data by the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)
showed.

Export of vans declined
to 274 units in the
September quarter as
compared with 297 units
in the same period last fis-

cal year. Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) led the seg-
ment during the period,
followed by Hyundai
Motor India and Kia India
at the second and third po-
sitions, respectively.

MSI, the country's
largest carmaker, export-
ed 1,31,070 PVs in the peri-
od under review, as com-
pared with 1,03,622 units

in the same period of the
previous fiscal year.

MSI's top PV export
markets include Latin
America, ASEAN, Africa,
the Middle East and neigh-
bouring regions, while its
top five export models
comprise Baleno, Dzire,
Swift, S-Presso and
Brezza.

Hyundai Motor India's
foreign dispatches stood at
74,072 units during July-
September period, up 11
per cent from 66,994 units
in the year-ago period.

Similarly, Kia India ex-
ported 44,564 units across
global markets in the peri-
od under review as com-
pared with 23,213 units in
the last fiscal year.

India’s passenger vehicle exports
up 2 pc in Q2; Maruti Suzuki leads

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Foreign investors have
pulled out nearly Rs 7,500
crore from the Indian equity
markets in the first two
weeks of October on con-
cerns of monetary policy
tightening by the US Federal
Reserve and other central
banks globally, which could
hamper global economic
growth.

With this, the total out-
flow by foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) has reached to
Rs 1.76 lakh crore so far in
2022, data with the deposito-
ries showed. Going forward,
FPI flows are expected to re-
main volatile in the coming
months due to ongoing geo-
political risk, elevated infla-
tion, expectation of rising

treasury yields, etc,
Shrikant Chouhan, Head-
Equity Research (Retail) at
Kotak Securities, said.

"The markets were cau-
tious ahead of the release of
the US CPI print, which may
determine the pace of fu-
ture rate hikes in the US," he
added. According to the
data, FPIs withdrew Rs 7,458
crore from equities during
October 3-14. This came fol-
lowing an outflow of over Rs
7,600 crore in September on
the hawkish stance of the
US Fed and the sharp depre-
ciation in the rupee.

Prior to this, FPIs made a
net investment of Rs 51,200
crore in August and nearly
Rs 5,000 crore in July. Before
July, foreign investors were
net sellers in Indian equities

for nine months in a row.
The latest pullout by FPIs

was largely driven by the
concerns of the monetary
policy tightening by the US
Fed as well as other central
banks globally, which could
hamper global economic
growth, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said.

"The major trigger for FPI
selling is the sustained rise
in the dollar and expecta-
tions that the dollar will con-
tinue to remain strong in
the current global macro
construct," V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

FPIs withdraw Rs 7,500 cr from Indian
equities in Oct on rate hike concerns

Indore, Oct 16: 

To commemorate and
celebrate 75 years of
India's Independence, the
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi dedicated 75 Digital
Banking Units (DBU) in 75
Districts to the nation
today. Bank of Baroda
(Bank), one of India's lead-
ing public sector banks,
opened 8 DBUs as a part of
these 75 DBUs launched by
the PM. The 8 Bank of
Baroda DBUs have been
opened in Indore, Kanpur
Dehat, Karauli, Kota, Leh,
Silvassa, Vadodara and
Varanasi.

In Indore, the opening of
the DBU was attended in
person by Member of
Parliament Sankar
Lalwani, Executive
Director of Bank Of
Baroda Ajay Kumar

Khurana, General
Manager & Zonal Head,
Bank Of Baroda, Bhopal
Zone Shri Girish C
Dalakoti, Deputy General
Manager (Network),
Madhya Pradesh Vipin
Kumar Garg, Regional
Manager of Bank Of
Baroda, Indore Region
Rajesh Bairagi and staff
members of Bank Of
Baroda graced the occa-
sion.

All the services at the
DBUs will be offered in a

digital, paperless and com-
pletely secure manner. To
cater to the needs and pref-
erences of a vast cross-sec-
tion of people, the DBU
will provide services in
two modes - 1) a Self
Service Zone and 2) a
Digital Assistance Zone
that will provide assisted
service.

The DBUs services
being offered under self-
service mode are available
24x7, 365 days a year. These
services include cash

withdrawals& deposits, ac-
count opening, opening of
Fixed Deposit/ Recurring
Deposit, availing Digital
Loans, Passbook printing,
balance enquiry, fund
transfer and a host of
other services.

Sanjiv Chadha,
Managing Director &
CEO, Bank of Baroda said,
"In line with the
Government of India's vi-
sion for a Digital India, the
Digital Banking Units
being launched today will
help more people access
digital banking products
and services conveniently
& securely and will play a
key role in promoting fi-
nancial literacy and finan-
cial inclusion in a digital
manner. At Bank of
Baroda, we have been on a
digital transformation
journey and this far-reach-
ing initiative will ensure
that the benefits of digital
banking reaches citizens
across the length and
breadth of our country."

PM Modi inaugurates 75 DBUs in 75 districts
̈ Bank of Baroda

opens 8 of the
DBUs

India has potential
to attract USD 475
bn through FDI in 

5 yrs: CII-EY report
New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

India has optimistic growth
prospects for foreign investments
with a potential to attract FDI
flows of USD 475 billion in the
next 5 years, according to a CII-
EY report. Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in India has
seen a consistent rise in the last
decade, with FY2021-22 receiving
FDI inflows of USD 84.8 billio,
despite the impact of the pan-
demic and geopolitical develop-
ments, it highlighted. The report
revealed that 71 per cent of Multi-
National Companies (MNCs) work-
ing in India consider the country
as an important destination for
their global expansion. The opti-
mism is driven by both short-term
and long-term prospects. A major-
ity of MNCs feel that the Indian
economy will perform significantly
better in 3-5 years, with 96 per
cent of respondents being positive
about the country's overall poten-
tial, according to the report titled
'Vision - Developed India:
Opportunities and Expectations of
MNCs'.

A
ctress Deepshikha Nagpal, a well-
known name in the television indus-
try, may now be seen in the Star

Bharat show "Na Umra Ki Seema Ho."
Deepshikha is constantly observed taking
part in extracurricular activities and
events. Speaking about the same,
Deepshikha expressed her love of danc-
ing and the modern dance style Kathak
that she has been learning. She
says, "As actors, we don't get
much time for ourselves
because we're often on
set or on the road,
which is really chaot-
ic. So, now that I
have some free
time, I've begun
learning Kathak
because I feel that it's time to do some-
thing that makes me happy, and dance is
one of them. I believe that actors should
be skilled in all forms of art, therefore now
that I have the opportunity to study
something new, I have been taking
Kathak lessons from Shri Pandit
Gopinath ji's assistant.
She continues, "Kathak is a really
expressive dance form that inter-
ests me, and practicing this
dance form will improve my
profession as an artist. I
used to learn Bharatnatyam
when I was younger, and
I've always admired
dancing as a passion.
Now that my children
are adults and I have
some free time, I've
seized the chance to learn something new
and take a moment for myself.

More praise for
‘Kantara’, this

time from
Anoushka Shetty

Accolades for director Rishab
Shetty's critically acclaimed

Kannada film, 'Kantara' contin-
ue, with actress Anushka
Shetty being the latest to show-
er praise on the film. Taking to
Instagram, Anushka Shetty,
who is among the top actresses
in the Tamil and Telugu film
industries, wrote: "Watched
'Kantara'.. Totally totally loved
it. Congratulations to each and
every actor, producer, techni-
cians." "Team 'Kantara', you all
were amazing, and thank you
all for the experience. Rishab
Shetty you were amazing.
Please watch the movie in the
theatres. Don't miss it", she
added in her Instagram post.
Only a day before, Tamil star
Dhanush and Telugu star
Prabhas had praised the film.
Dhanush said: "'Kantara'...A
Mind blowing!! A must watch...
Rishab Shetty, you should be
very proud of yourself.
Congratulations Hombale Films.
Keep pushing the boundaries. A
big hug to all the actors and
technicians of the film. God
bless."
Prabhas, for his part, had
said: "Watched 'Kantara'
for the second time and
what an extraordinary
experience it has been!
Great concept and a
thrilling climax. A must
watch film in theatres!!!"

ACROSS

1. Baseball hats

5. Formal necktie

10. Farm unit

14. Touch on

15. Tent post

16. Slender

17. ____ Moore of "Indecent Proposal"

18. Chip dip

19. Watch over

20. Aspiring actress

22. San ____

23. Food allotment

26. Directional symbol

27. Adjust again

30. Invent

32. Worn away

34. Self-indulgent

38. Help

39. Lethargic

41. Caviar

42. Come back into view

45. Thinly scattered

48. Defeats

50. Road bends

51. Wise people

54. Decorates

56. Shoe spike

57. Restoration

61. Matures

62. Ski resort

65. Fury

66. Army camp

67. Visitor

68. Correct

69. Poppy or sesame

70. Circus shelter

71. Practice boxing

DOWN

1. Scoundrels

2. Egg on

3. Cougar

4. Mixed

5. Desirable quality

6. Radio noise

7. ____ Ripken of baseball

8. Approvals

9. Pekoe, e.g.

10. Dressed

11. Root for

12. Beatle beatkeeper

13. Bestow

21. Overdue

22. Computer info

24. Commanded

25. Not ever, poetically

27. Back

28. Buffalo's lake

29. Fizzy drink

31. Performs onstage

33. Conks out

35. Makes mistakes

36. Snout

37. Golf pegs

40. Space org.

43. Made happy

44. Mail

46. William or Sean

47. Declares

49. Most tender

51. Nature's bandages

52. Pond growth

53. Web-footed birds

55. Leases

58. Bend

59. Water (Sp.)

60. Sly glance

62. CIA employee (abbr.)

63. Bring to court

64. Writing tool
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There's a great deal of power to your
words today, Aquarius, so be careful how
you use them. You may end up manipulat-
ing another's choices if you aren't careful
with your conduct. Make sure you give
others the freedom and empowerment to
decide things for themselves. Be open and
honest about all the facts that might influ-
ence their decisions in any way.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Answers may not be crystal clear today,
Pisces. They probably won't be laid out in
a neat and organized manner. Get out in
the open air and join friends for a long
bike ride. Fly a kite or feel the wind blow
through your hair on top of a mountain
peak. The answer is flowing through the
air around you. Stop looking down at the
ground for the information you seek.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your head should be quite clear today,
Aries, and your witty comments will be
met with appreciation and laughter. Your
smile will delight everyone you encounter.
Don't be afraid to let your feelings out to
those who need to hear them. Focus your
energy on the ones you love. Your heart is
warm and generous, so share it with other
people today.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't worry about probing too deeply
today, Taurus. Trust people more than you
normally would. You will find that things
go much more smoothly if you approach
them from a neutral or positive and not
accusatory position. Listen to the people
you care about the most. They're trying to
convey important information. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might consider taking a short trip
today, Gemini. Perhaps you need to get
out of the house and go across town.
Whatever it is, introduce your brain to a
new reality. It's time to expand and
explore. You itch to see new places and
experience new things, either physically
or mentally. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your mind might be stimulated today,
Cancer, so stay alert and open to new
information. If you feel tired, take a short
nap. It's better to operate at top speed
and full capacity than go through your
day only half present. Don't rely on exter-
nal stimulants like caffeine to pick you up.
These things will deceive your body and
do damage to your nervous system.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Communication is flowing smoothly
today, Leo, so take advantage of this and
get the word out. It's important for you to
make connections with other people now.
Run with your instincts and feel free to
enter into debates. Your words and tone
of voice are very convincing. You could
sell anything to anyone today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't let fear of failure or fear of success
hold you back, Virgo. Even though you may
feel a natural tendency to want to shrink
into the background and take the easiest
route, you might be sacrificing your true
purpose when you do. Become the leader
instead of following the leader. Rid yourself
of all fear and take control of your destiny.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Powerful thoughts are running through
your brain. You will find that this infor-
mation can be transforming, Libra. The
key is to learn from others and incorpo-
rate opposing viewpoints into your state
of mind. Don't automatically disregard
the opinion of another just because it
contradicts your own beliefs. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Information coming your way today
might be unreliable, Scorpio. It could
be hard for you to take a solid hold on
the messages you get. Keep in mind
that there are important answers wait-
ing to be heard. These answers will
come to you when you least expect
them. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Be careful about being manipulated by
another person today, Sagittarius. It's
possible that someone is putting words
in your mouth in order to get you to act
a certain way. Don't fall into this trap.
Be your own person and think for your-
self. Your mind is susceptible and vul-
nerable now. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Information you receive today may get you
stirred up, Capricorn. Remember that it
takes two to start an argument. You play an
equal part in any disagreement. If you want
to promote peace and harmony, your words
and body language must show this. If peace
and harmony aren't your ultimate goal, you
may need to look inside yourself to explore
the reasons why.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will do planning to save
themselves.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai,
Manmohan Tiwari
shares, “Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) sees a
person being murdered
and screams out of fear.
He comes home and
shares the incident with
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre). While she tries to
calm him down, Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) comes to

invite them for dinner as
Tiwari is giving sponsor-
ship to Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) for her
grooming stall at Diwala
Mela. However, a stressed
Angoori turns down the
invitation rudely. The
person who committed
the murder is named
Black Cobra, and he is
now looking for Tiwari.
Later, Angoori comes up
with a plan and goes to
Anita's house, saying
that Ladoo ke bhaiya is
missing. Vibhuti accom-
panies her to the police
station to file a missing

report. The next day,
Anita goes to Angoori's
house to discuss the
sponsorship. Tiwari dis-
guises himself with
beards and moustaches
and introduces himself
as Madmohan Tiwari,
who is Tiwari Ji's cousin.
Will this new getup help
Tiwari escape from Black
Cobra?”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

&TV artists will do
planning to save

themselves B
ollywood actress
Parineeti Chopra
talks about doing

action sequences with co-
actor Sharad Kelkar and
how she had bruises all
over.

She said: "Sharad Sir's
height is 7 feet and we
had to do action in the
film. Typically, the hero-
ine's work is to wear good
clothes, look good, and do
nice hair as if a luxuri-
ous and romantic se-
quence is going to be
shot. Our director told me
that I will have to per-
form action scenes and
that too with Sharad, who
is the enemy in the film."

Parineeti added how
Sharad's heights used to
create difficulty for her to
perform stunts with him.
"Now you see his height
and my height and you
can see he is a seasoned
actor who has done so
many action films for the
past 10-15 years and when
I had to do action scenes
with him then one can
understand. I had used so
many ice packs, heat
packs, and painkillers as
it had hurt me so much."

The 'Hasee Toh Phasee'
actress further recalls
her shooting experience
with 'Agent Raghav' actor
and adds how the shots
used to be perfect after 10
or 15 takes.

"I used to go to hit
Sharad Sir and he used to
just stop me, and I would

have bruises all over. Our
director Ribhu Sir is a
perfectionist and he used
to not be happy with sin-
gle takes and we would go
on to do 8-10 takes. After
10-15 takes the condition
in which I used to go back
to the hotel, what shall I
say now." Sharad praised
Parineeti for the way she
has done action in the
film and said: "Will have
to accept that Parineeti
has done brilliant action
in the film. Such action
and hard work you will

see for the first time in
any film. Physical combat
and hand-to-hand combat
are rarely shown in films
but this film has many."

'Code Name Tiranga'
stars Parineeti Chopra,
Sharad Kelkar, Harrdy
Sandhu, Rajit Kapur and
director Ribhu Dasgupta
are coming on 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' to promote
their film.

'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Parineeti covered in bruises
doing stunts with Sharad Kelkar

B
ollywood action
star John Abraham
has wrapped up

shooting for his upcom-
ing geo-political thriller
'Tehran'.The makers have
released an interesting
video to announce the
wrap. The video sees
'Tehran' principal cast
and crew wield the clap
one last time as it
wraps the final leg
of shooting.

While the video
features John in
a raw, rugged
and intense
avatar,

Manushi sports a fresh
and different look too.
'Tehran' is a film inspired
by true events. The proj-
ect is proving to be a great
learning experience for
the actress, as she earlier
said.

A Maddock Films pro-
duction in association
with Bake My Cake
Films, 'Tehran' is directed

by Arun Gopalan,
written by Ritesh
Shah and Ashish
Prakash Verma, pro-

duced by Dinesh Vijan,
Shobhna Yadav and

Sandeep Leyzell.

John Abraham concludes
shooting for ‘Tehran’

‘Kathak is a very

expressive dance form

that interests me’

A
ctress Raashi
Khanna, who
plays one of the

three female leads in di-
rector P.S. Mithran's up-
coming spy thriller
'Sardar', has called the di-
rector brilliant and a
feminist.

Speaking at a press
conference prior to the
trailer launch event of
the film, which features
actor Karthi in the lead,
Raashi Khanna said:
"Mithran is the most
amazing director I have
ever worked with. He is
extremely, extremely in-
telligent.

"I think the future of
our films are in good
hands if we have film-
makers like Mithran.
After the narration, I was
blown away by the story,
the screenplay, the way
he has written his char-
acters.

"I can say that he is a
sort of a feminist the way
he has written charac-
ters for all of us. So well-
blended! This is a film
where you are basically
blending a spy thriller
with a social cause. It is
so difficult but he has
done it and he has done
such a great job.

"I am so happy I got to
work with you Mithran
and I really look forward
to your future films and I

hope that I get to work
with you real soon. I
think you are brilliant."

The film, which is to
hit screens on October
21, features Karthi in
double action -- one as a
spy and another as police
officer crazy about pub-
licity.

Apart from Karthi, the
film also features
Chunkey Pandey, Laila,
Rajisha Vijayan and
Raashi Khanna among
others.

Director Mithran is
extremely intelligent:

Raashi Khanna
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Cairo, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Indian men's 10m
air rifle troika of
Rudrankksh Balasaheb
Patil, Kiran Ankush
Jadhav and Arjun Babuta
won the country's fifth
gold medal in the ISSF
World Championship here
on Sunday, routing China
16-10 in the title round.

It was also Patil's second
senior world champi-
onship gold in his very
first outing, having won
the individual 10m air rifle
event earlier.

India also picked up a
silver and two bronze
medals on the day to take
their tally to five gold, one
silver and five bronze, to
maintain their second
place behind China in the
standings.

With the women's 10m
air pistol team also mak-
ing the gold medal match,
that tally is certain to go
up further by the end of
the tournament.

The Indian team raced
ahead 14-2 in the final
against a Chinese side
which had Yang Haoran
(double Olympic gold
medallist and two-time
world champion), Lihao
Sheng (Tokyo Olympics
silver medallist) and Song

Buhan (world champi-
onship silver medallist).

China mounted a strong
comeback to win the next
four series and narrow the
gap to 14-10, but the
Indians held their own in
the final series to clinch

the crown. Both the teams
were at each other from
Saturday itself when the
Chinese prevailed over the
Indians, both in round one
of qualification of 28
teams and then in the top
eight second round as

well. In round one, China
edged India by 0.4, while
0.9 was the difference in
round two. In the match
that mattered the most,
however, it was the Indians
who finally stamped their
supremacy over the

Chinese in men's air rifle
in this world champi-
onship edition at least,
winning both the individ-
ual and team titles.

The air rifle women,
who had a heartbreak in
the individual event, re-
deemed themselves with a
bronze in the team event,
prevailing 17-11 in a nail-
biter against Germany.

Meghana Sajjanar shot
two consecutive 10.9s in
the crucial stages to clinch
the deal along with part-
ners Elavenil Valarivan
and Mehuli Ghosh. They
had earlier finished third
in qualification stage two
to miss out on the gold
match by 0.6 points.

In stage one, they had
shot 947.0 to finish second,
a mere 0.1 behind China,
among 30 teams.

Manvi Jain and Sameer
won India's first silver of
the championships, going
down to China's Feng
Sixuan and Liu Yangpan
17-03 in the gold medal
match of the 25m standard
pistol mixed team junior
competition.

They had come second
in stage one of qualifica-
tion with a score of 564 and
then topped stage two with
a combined effort of 378 to
make it to the title decider.

Rudrankksh, Arjun, Kiran win
India’s fifth gold in ISSF Worlds

Thomas Farnik, National Head Coach-Rifle, Suma Shirur, National Coach-Rifle, Arjun Babuta, Kiran
Ankush Jadhav, Rudrankksh Patil and Manoj Kumar, National Coach-Rifle, pose for photographs at
the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Championship Rifle/Pistol campaign in
Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Oct. 16.

Perth, Oct 16 (PTI):

Drushil Chauhan, an 11-
year-old cricket enthusiast,
had a moment to remem-
ber when he got an oppor-
tunity to bowl at skipper
Rohit Sharma during
India's practice session
here ahead of the T20
World Cup.

Drushil was one of the
many kids present at the
WACA ground for the
morning session. He im-
pressed everyone with his
smooth bowling action
after the Indian team ar-
rived for its afternoon prac-
tice session. India skipper
Rohit invited Drushil to
bowl at him in the nets.

"We were at the WACA
for a noon practice session

and kids were finishing
their morning event. We
could see 100-odd kids play-
ing cricket from our dress-
ing room. One caught
everyone's attention, espe-
cially Rohit," Hari Prasad
Mohan, Team India's ana-
lyst, said in a video posted
by the BCCI.

"Everyone was amazed
by his smooth run-up, his
natural talent. He was con-
stantly beating the bat.
Rohit went out to ask him
to bowl few balls in the
nets. It was an amazing
sight." Drushil was invited
to the team's dressing room
as well and he shared some
moments with the coaches
and some of the members.
"I was very surprised, my
dad told me that I might be

able to bowl to him. So I got
really excited," said the left-
arm swing bowler. He said
his favourite deliveries are
inswing yorkers and
outswing balls.

After the net session,
Rohit asked Drushil: "You
stay in Perth; how are you
going to play for India?"

"I am going to go to India
when I'll be good enough,"
replied Drushil as the
Indian captain signed
some merchandise for him.
India will take on Australia
and New Zealand on
October 17 and 19 in the
two official warm-ups
ahead of tournament prop-
er. The inaugural champi-
ons will face Pakistan in
their campaign opener on
October 23.

T20 World Cup: 11-year-old
bowls to Rohit at nets

Geelong, Oct 17 (PTI):

Namibia caused a mas-
sive upset on the opening
day of the T20 World Cup
with a 55-run win over 2014
champions and reigning
Asia Cup winners Sri
Lanka in a group A match,
here on Sunday.

Namibia, who had im-
pressed in the previous edi-
tion 12 months ago as well,
recovered from 93 for six in
the 15th over to post a chal-
lenging 163 for seven in 20
overs. Jan Frylinck (44 off
28) and JJ Smit (31 not out
off 16) did the damage in the
death overs, sharing a
whirlwind 69-run stand off
33 balls to raise concerns in
the Sri Lankan dressing
room.

Nicol Loftie-Eaton had
made a handy 20 off 12 balls
after the reigning Asian
champions put them in to
bat. The Namibian pacers,
led by Ben Shikongo,
wrecked the Sri Lanka top-
order before bowling them
out for 108 in 19 overs for a
memorable win. Shikongo
missed out on a famous hat-

trick after removing opener
Pathum Nissanka and
Danushka Gunathilak off
successive balls in the
fourth over. The dangerous
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (20)
and skipper Dasun Shanaka
(29) tried to make a match
out of it but the Namibians
kept on taking wickets.

David Wiese, Bernard
Scholtz, Frylinck and
Shikongo ended up with
two wickets each in what
was a brilliant bowling per-
formance.

Namibian skipper
Gerhard Erasmus lauded
his players for the special
win but said the team has a
bigger goal in mind.
Namibia had managed to
make the Super 12s in the
previous edition.

"Incredible journey, last
year was a special experi-
ence for us. We've started
with a great win, but lot of
work to do throughout this
tournament still. It's been a
historic day for us. The
opening day has been quite
special but we want to kick
on from here and qualify for
the Super 12 stage.

Geelong, Oct 17 (PTI):

Netherlands avoided a
major scare to register a
three-wicket win over a
spirited UAE in a
humdinger of a match at
the Simonds Stadium,
Geelong on Sunday. UAE
suffered a batting collapse
in the final over of its in-
nings to end with just 111
runs, setting a paltry total
for the Netherlands. Bas de
Leede starred with the ball
to help restrict UAE.

Chasing a paltry total of
111 runs the Dutch pair of
Max ODowd and Vikramjit
Singh walked out at the
crease in an attempt to give
the Netherlands their first
victory of the T20 World
Cup. The innings started
on an aggressive note with
Vikramjit smashing two
boundaries in the very first
over.

However, the first over
was nowhere to indicate
what was about to come as
the UAE bowling depart-
ment bowled magnificent-
ly to dismiss Vikramjit in
the second over and Max

ODowd in the sixth over to
send both the openers
packing within the power-
play. Vikramjit was dis-
missed by Basil Hameed 10
(7) while ODowd 23(18) saw
his timber being disturbed
by Junaid Siddique. The
Netherlands ended their
powerplay at 42-2.

Things got worse for the
Dutch team as they kept
losing wickets, Bas de
Leede 14 (18) was dismissed
by Karthik Meiyappan in
the ninth over, courtesy of
a brilliant catch at cover by
UAE captain CP Rizwan.

Colin Ackermann 17(19)
was dismissed by Aayan
Afzal Khan to keep UAE in
the game, instilling belief
and enthusiasm in the
bowlers despite the low
total.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 16 (PTI):

It doesn't happen that
often. But an Indian foot-
ball team will get a rare op-
portunity to rub shoulders
with the mighty Brazil, in
the FIFA Women's U-17
World Cup here on
Monday.

Hosts India are already
out of reckoning for a
place in the knockouts but
there is no doubting the
fact that their last match of
the tournament will be a
huge learning experience
as the South American
powerhouse is on a differ-

ent level in world football.
Hosts India conceded

three goals in the second
half to suffer a humiliat-
ing 0-3 defeat to Morocco
in their second Group A
match and crash out of the
tournament on Friday.

After the back-to-back
defeats against Morocco
and the USA, who
smashed them 8-0 in their
opener, India head coach
Thomas Dennerby con-
cluded that the team is not
up to the mark technically.

He wants his girls to be
more confident with the
ball while building their

attacks when they play
Brazil in their final match.

"When we have the ball,
we need to feel relaxed and
start playing. We need to
be confident and play a lit-
tle bit more. Now, we have
nothing to lose. I hope the
girls start playing freely,"
said Dennerby on the eve
of the match.

In the latest FIFA rank-
ings released early this
week, Brazil's senior girls
are placed ninth.

Dennerby is very much
aware of Brazil's reputa-
tion, but at the same time,
he thinks his wards are ca-
pable of proving them-
selves on the pitch.

"We have to focus very
hard on defending, but we
also know football is not
only about defending. It
would be nice for us to
score in the tournament,"
he said.

"Brazil are a good team.
And we also know that
Brazil are fighting to en-
sure their place in the
knockout stage. So, I think
they are going to come out
with all guns blazing," the
coach added. The Indian
girls, Dennerby said, are
ready to play for their hon-
our against Brazil.

Chennai, Oct 16 (PTI):

Indian Grandmaster
Arjun Erigaisi on Sunday
hogged the spotlight, beat-
ing world champion
Magnus Carlsen in round
seven of the preliminaries
of the Aimchess Rapid on-
line chess tournament.

The 19-year-old Erigaisi,
who had gone down to
compatriot Vidit Santosh
Gujrathi to make a losing
start in the event, is cur-
rently in fifth place after
eight rounds.

The win over
Norwegian superstar
Carlsen in the seventh
round early on Sunday
was the Indian's first over
the world champion.

Erigaisi won three

straight games, beating
Nils Grandelius (Sweden),
Daniel Naroditsky (USA)
and Carlsen before set-
tling for a draw against
Jan-Krzyszstof Duda
(Poland).

He has 15 points and is
in fifth place behind
Uzbekistan's Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (17 points),
Shahkriyar Mamedyarov
(Azerbaijan) and Carlsen
(both 16) and Duda (15).

Erigaisi had last month
lost to Carlsen in the final
of the Julius Baer
Generation Cup online
tournament. His 54-move
win over the world cham-
pion enabled him to
bounce back after a slow
start to the event and
brought him back in the
top eight.

Another Indian D
Gukesh is in sixth place
with 12 points after mixed
fortunes on the second day
of the preliminaries.

After beating fellow
countryman P
Harikrishna in round five,
he lost to Abdusattorov
and Naroditsky in the
sixth and eighth round re-
spectively. In between, he
beat Grandelius in the
seventh.

Sylhet, Oct 16 (PTI):

A World Cup win is not
very far now, India's star all-
rounder Deepti Sharma de-
clared after the team's
record-extending seventh
Women's Asia Cup title tri-
umph here on Saturday.

Barring an aberration
against Pakistan that came
courtesy some bizarre plan-
ning and experiments, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side
ruled the roost in the conti-
nental T20 tournament.

The final against Sri
Lanka turned out to be a
one-sided affair as they re-
stricted the islanders to a
below-par 65/9 en route to
an eight-wicket victory.

"As a team we did well
right from the first match

till the final. Obviously, it
gives you confidence when
you win the final," Deepti,
who was adjudged Player of
the Tournament, said at the
post-match media interac-
tion.

The 25-year-old off-spin-
ning all-rounder topped the
tally with 13 wickets from
eight matches at an average
of 7.69. She opened the
bowling in the final and re-
turned with tidy figures of
4-0-7-0, setting set the tone.

"As a team we have done
well and backed each other
which is good. Throughout
the tournament, we wanted
to enjoy each and every
game." India have now won
all the editions of the Asia
Cup barring the last time in
2018 when they lost to
Bangladesh.

The 'Women in Blue',
however, are yet to taste
success at the world level.

They have lost the ODI
World Cup finals twice (2005
and 2017), while in the last
edition of the T20I World
Cup in 2020, India finished
runners-up to Australia.

But bolstered by the Asia
Cup win, Deepti said a
World Cup win is not far
now. The next edition of the
T20 World Cup in South
Africa is just four months'
away.

T20 World Cup: Namibia STUN Sri Lanka

Namibia's JJ
Smit (R) 
celebrates a
Sri Lankan
wicket with
Gerhard
Erasmus
during the
Australia
2022
Twenty20
World Cup
cricket 
tournament
match
between 
Sri Lanka
and Namibia
at Kardinia
Park in
Geelong on
October 16.

Netherlands pip UAE in an exciting finish

Netherlands' Tom Cooper
(L) and Colin Ackermann

speak during the Australia
2022 Twenty20 World Cup
cricket tournament match
between Netherlands and
UAE at Kardinia Park, in
Geelong, on October 16.

Indian GM Erigaisi shocks
Magnus Carlsen in

Aimchess Rapid tourney

As rare as it gets: India
play mighty Brazil

Indian U-17 women footballers during a training session ahead of
World Cup 2022 match against Brazil, at Police Battalion ground in
Bhubaneswar.

World Cup win is also not
very far now, says Deepti

Hobart, Oct 16 (PTI):

Two-time champions West
Indies will not have the servic-
es of their celebrated names at
the T20 World Cup but captain
Nicholas Pooran feels the pres-
ence of star power doesn't
guarantee success in a team
sport.
Not many are giving the West
Indies a chance with as many
as 12 players, who took part in
the World Cup 12 months ago,
not travelling to Australia for
different reasons.
The team will be missing the
likes of Kieron Pollard, Dwayne
Bravo and Lendl Simmons who
all have retired from interna-
tional cricket. Andre Russell
and Sunil Narine are also not
here. "I think it should be a
balance with experience and
younger players. If you look at
it, there were a lot of big
names when we won those two
World Cups, but we also had a
lot of big names in the last
year's World Cup, as well, and
we didn't qualify.

It should be a 
balance between

youth and 
experience: Pooran

Hijab row during exam in Bihar college
Muzaffarpur (Bihar), Oct 16 (PTI): 

A college student in
this north Bihar town al-
leged that objectionable
remarks were made
against her by a male
teacher who got annoyed
when she refused to take
off her head-scarf (hijab)
during an exam on
Sunday.

The incident took place
at the Mahant Darshan
Das Mahila College, bet-
ter known by its abbrevia-
tion "MDDM", situated in
the town's Mithanpura lo-
cality where intermediate
students turned up for
their sent up tests.

Students who clear sent
up tests will be eligible to
appear for the final exam-
ination. College Principal
Dr Kanu Priya said, "She

was not prevented from
wearing the hijab. She
was only asked to reveal
her ears since there were
apprehensions that she
might be carrying a
Bluetooth device.

The Station House
Officer of the local
Mithanpura police sta-
tion, Shrikant Sinha, said
the dispute arose when
the tests had just begun.

"Both sides were coun-
selled by us and the
exams were conducted
peacefully. At present,
lodging a case or deploy-
ment of additional forces
in the area is not warrant-
ed. But we will keep a
watch," the SHO said.

The principal said,
"Hijab was not an issue at
all. Many students were
carrying mobile phones,

which was against
norms. The girl in ques-
tion was among those
who were asked to leave
their handsets outside the
exam hall".

The girl was only asked
to reveal her ears as the
teacher, who was one of
the invigilators, needed to
check if she was carrying
any Bluetooth device, the
principal said.

"If the girl had a prob-
lem with that, she could
have informed the exami-
nation controller or me.
But she had other inten-
tions. She rang up the
local police station and
also some local anti-social
elements she seemed to
be knowing. When they
arrived, she created a
ruckus," alleged the 
principal.

Ahmedabad, Oct 16 (PTI): 

At around eight per cent
of Gujarat's population,
Dalits are not a numerical-
ly dominant community
in the state, but their votes
are likely to get divided
among the ruling BJP, op-
position Congress and the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party in the upcoming
Assembly elections, say
political observers.

All political parties are
trying their best to woo the
community, because apart
from 13 seats (out of the
total 182 in the state) re-
served for the Scheduled
Castes, Dalit voters can
also tilt the scales in a few
dozen other seats,
they feel.

While the BJP says it is

confident Dalits will vote
for it in the state Assembly
polls due this year-end, the
Congress says it is paying
attention to seats with 10
per cent or more Dalit pop-
ulation.

The BJP has won a ma-
jority of the 13 seats re-
served for the Scheduled
Castes since 1995. In 2007
and 2012, it won 11 and 10
of these seats, respectively,
while the Congress had
won two and three seats.

But in 2017, the BJP fal-
tered and managed to win
only seven seats, while
the Congress won five.
One seat was won by an
independent backed by
the Congress.

One of the Congress
MLAs, Pravin Maru from
Gadhada, resigned in 2020

and joined the BJP in
2022. BJP's Atmaram
Parmar won the byelec-
tion in the constituency.

Sociologist Gaurang
Jani claimed Dalits in
Gujarat are a confused
community as far as polit-
ical affiliation is con-
cerned.

They are numerically
not as sizable as many
other communities and
divided further in three
sub-castes - Vankar, Rohit
and Valimki.

"They are divided
among themselves, with
the BJP attracting Vankar,
the highest in the stratifi-
cation. They are more
vocal and urban. But
Valmiki, which are mainly
sanitation workers, are di-
vided," claimed Jani, a re-

tired professor of the
Gujarat University.

The three political par-
ties and the three caste
segments will lead to a di-
vision of the Dalit votes,
he said.

"This will lead to their
political significance di-
minishing, especially as
the community lacks a
strong leader," he added.

With the new entrant
AAP laying claim to the
legacy of Dr B R
Ambedkar, the communi-
ty's votes are likely to get
divided three ways, said
Jani.

"The new generation of
the community is con-
fused...The voting pattern
of the youth is going to be
divided among all the
three parties. The divi-

sion will not benefit any
one political party, nor
will it benefit the commu-
nity," he said.

The BJP has been in
power for 27 years. In all
the elections that took
place in these 27 years,
Dalits have equally sup-
ported both the BJP and
the Congress. The BJP has
also taken many initia-
tives to attract Dalits.
Being in power, Dalit lead-
ers were given positions in
different bodies, he said.

"Dalits have enjoyed a
long association with the
BJP," Jani said.

On the other hand, the
Congress could not keep
its grip on the Dalit com-
munity as it has been out
of power for a long period,
he said.

UP man’s body stranded
in Jeddah for 7 months

Shahjahanpur (UP), Oct 16 (PTI): 

For almost two months,
85-year-old Maryam
Begum has been waiting
to perform the last rites of
her son, whose body lies
cold-stored in a mortuary
in Saudi Arabia for last
seven months.
Mohammad Alam, 35, had
gone to Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia for work last year,
and died there on March
30, according to the Indian
Embassy.

His family was in-
formed about Alam's
death only on August 24,
Alam's brother Aftab
Alam said. Since then the
family has written to au-
thorities requesting
Alam's body to be brought
back for his burial in
Shahjahanpur in Uttar

Pradesh, where he hailed
from. However, according
to police, Alam's wife,
Farheen, has also given
her permission to an ac-
quaintance to perform her
husband's last rites in
Jeddah.

Farheen, who lives her
parents in Shahjahanpur,
has in an official letter
given her consent to an ac-
quaintance in Jeddah to
bury Alam there. She in
the letter contended that
the body had already been
kept there for too long.

Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand said
that Alam had gone to
Jeddah for a job and died
there on March 30.

He said that Police after
being informed by the
Indian Embassy about
his death, relayed the

news to family immedi-
ately and also handed
them the consent letter
given by the embassy to
be signed by them. Alam's
mother and brother then
gave their consent to
bring the body back. At
the moment, Alam's body
awaits burial and lies in a
mortuary in Jeddah.

Aftab Alam, who lives
in Mohammad Shah area
under Kotwali Police
Station of the city, told
PTI that his brother
Mohammad Alam had
gone to Jeddah in 2013 for
work and used to visit
Shahjahanpur regularly.
"This time when my
brother went to Jeddah
after COVID-19, he did
not return. He died there
on March 30 this year,"
Aftab said.

Bulk of Rlys’ earning from passenger
fare came from special train services 

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The Railways
earned Rs 17,526.48
crore from special

train services in 2021-22,
which is almost 45 per
cent of the total passenger
revenue in the financial
year, an RTI reply has re-
vealed.

The Railways ran only
special train services
when it resumed passen-
ger train operations post
the coronavirus pandemic
in May 2020 in a bid to dis-
courage people from trav-
elling in the pandemic.

According to the reply
to an RTI application filed

by Chandra Shekhar
Gaur, the Railways said
that in the pre-pandemic
year of 2019-2020, it
earned Rs 804.78 crore
from running special
trains, in the pandemic
year of 2020-21, the
amount soared to Rs
12,02,7.81 crore and in
2021-22, the revenue was
Rs 17,526.48 crore.

From the sale of passen-
ger tickets, the Railways
generated a total revenue
of Rs 50,669.09 crore in
2019-2020 that dropped to
Rs 15,248.49 crore in the
following year hit by the
Covid pandemic.

The special trains,
which are usually operat-
ed during festivals or dur-
ing all India exams or cer-

tain special events, come
at a increased fare.

While the Railways was
running all its services
under the special train tag
since the outbreak, it nor-
malised operations on
November 2021. The RTI
shows that in 2021-22, the
revenue from passenger
trains also increased sub-
stantially over the four
quarters as more special
trains were introduced.

In the first quarter of
FY 2021-22, the passenger
revenue was Rs 4,921.11
crore, 10,513.07 crore in
the second, Rs 11,873.42
crore in the third and in
the final quarter it was Rs
11,796.81 crore, taking the
total to around Rs 39,104.41
crore for the year.

First indigenously manufactured aluminium
freight train rake inducted in Rlys

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Lighter than its prede-
cessors, but with more
freight carrying capacity,
the railways first indige-
nously manufactured alu-
minium goods train rake
was flagged off from
Bhubaneswar in Odisha on
Sunday. Manufactured in
collaboration with Besco
Limited Wagon Division
and aluminium major
Hindalco, it also has a
lower carbon footprint for
every 100 kg of weight re-
duction in wagons, the rail-
ways said.

The lifetime carbon sav-
ing is eight to 10 tonnes and
this means, savings of
more than 14,500 tonnes of

carbon for a single rake, it
said. Flagged off by
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, the rake is 180
tonnes lighter than existing
steel rakes, resulting in in-
creased speed and lower
power consumption for the
same distance, the national
transporter said.

"This is a proud moment
for the country and our
drive for indigenisation as
these lightweight alumini-
um wagons are a big inno-
vation for the Indian
Railways," the minister
said. "These wagons save
14,500 tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions, have more carrying
capacity, consume less en-
ergy and are corrosion-re-
sistant. They are 100 per

cent recyclable and even
after 30 years, they will be
as good as new. These alu-
minium wagons will en-

able us to achieve our cli-
mate goals," he said.
Hindalco in a statement
said that with the railways

planning to deploy more
than one lakh wagons in
the coming years, the po-
tential annual CO2 reduc-
tion could be to the tune of
over 25 lakh tonnes, with
around a 15 to 20 per cent
shift to aluminium wagons.
This is a notable contribu-
tion to the country's sus-
tainability goals, it said.

The new generation wag-
ons fabricated by Besco,
based on RDSO-approved
designs, are made from
high strength aluminium
alloy plates and extrusions
indigenously manufac-
tured at Hindalco's rolling
facility at Hirakud in
Odisha, leveraging its glob-
al technology, the state-
ment said.

‘Befitting reply to anyone who
tries to cast evil eye on India’

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

India has never tried to
hurt any country, but a be-
fitting reply will be given if
anyone tries to cast an evil
eye on it, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Sunday, amid a lingering
border row with China in
eastern Ladakh. In his ad-
dress at a virtual event,
the defence minister em-
phasised that strict vigil is
being maintained at the
borders and that the coun-
try is ready to deal with all
challenges.

"India is a peace-loving
nation which has never
tried to hurt any country,
but if any attempt is made
to disrupt peace and har-
mony in the country, a be-
fitting reply will be given,"
he said. The defence min-
ister noted that bolstering
the security apparatus by
equipping the armed

forces with indigenous
state-of-the-art weapons is
the top priority of the gov-
ernment.

He also urged the citi-
zens to contribute to na-
tion-building by tran-
scending sectarian barri-
ers and imbibing the qual-

ities of national pride and
patriotism, found in abun-
dance in every Indian sol-
dier and freedom fighter,
according to the defence
ministry. The event,
"Shaheedon ko Salaam",
was organised by an NGO
named "Maruti Veer

Jawan Trust".
Singh said the armed

forces personnel, rising
above the barriers of re-
gion, religion, caste and
language, serve the nation
selflessly and protect peo-
ple from various kinds of
threats, the same way the
"revolutionary" freedom
fighters laid down their
lives for the country's inde-
pendence.

"It is the duty of every
citizen to carry forward
the ideals and resolutions
of our freedom fighters
and soldiers, protect the
unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of our nation and
play their part in building
a strong, prosperous and
self-reliant 'New India'," he
said. Singh further said
India has never tried to
hurt any country, but a be-
fitting reply will be given if
anyone tries to cast an evil
eye on it.
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GUJARAT POLLS

̈ In 2021-22

People purchase colourful lamps and decorative items for the Diwali festival at Gandhi Bazaar, in Bengaluru, Sunday.

DIWALI SHOPPING

Noted chef Vishnu Manohar (black cap) cooks 2500 kg ‘Maha Chivda’ in an attempt to create a world record, in Nagpur, Sunday.

WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaks at a pro-
gramme organised by ‘Maruti Veer Jawan Trust’ to support
the families of India’s bravehearts.

Union Minister of Railways, Communications and
Electronics & Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw
flags off Aluminium freight rake wagons at the
Bhubaneswar railway station, Sunday.
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Mother-wife divided over last rites

‘Dalit votes likely to get divided among BJP, Cong and AAP’

CPI for reversal of
‘disastrous economic

policies’ of Centre
VViijjaayyaawwaaddaa,,  OOcctt  1166  ((PPTTII))::
The Communist Party of
India (CPI) on Sunday de-
manded that the Narendra
Modi government at the
Centre reverse its "disas-
trous economic policies"
forthwith and infuse capital
into the public sector enter-
prises to generate employ-
ment. A resolution to this
effect was adopted at the
ongoing 24th national con-
gress of the CPI here. 

"The Congress demands
that the Union government
reverse its present disas-
trous economic policies,
which are glaringly aimed
to favour the corporates
and the super rich, and are
against the poor and com-
mon people of the country.
It should, instead, encour-
age the public sector, invest
in the manufacturing units
and infuse capital into the
public sector units to gener-
ate employment," the reso-
lution said. 



Stone 
GGwwaalliioorr:: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday laid the founda-
tion for the new terminal
building and expansion of
the Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia Airport in Madhya
Pradesh's Gwalior city.
The new terminal building
will be constructed at an
estimated cost of Rs 446
crore, an official said.

Greet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
greeted Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
on his birthday. Patnaik,
who is the president of
the Biju Janata Dal,
turned 76 on Sunday.
"Birthday wishes to
Odisha CM Shri Naveen
Patnaik Ji. May he lead a
long and healthy life in
service of the people,"
Modi said in a tweet.

Seized 
GGuurruuggrraamm:: More than
four quintals of banned
firecrackers were seized
in a raid at a warehouse
in Farrukhnagar area
here, police said on
Sunday. The warehouse
bearing the title
'Vashishth and Company',
built over a six acres of
land near Daboda village,
was raided Saturday night
by a team of
Farrukhnagar Police
Station, led by Inspector
Jitender Kumar, they said.

Tragedy
HHaassssaann:: Nine people,
including four children,
were killed and 10 injured
in a pile-up involving
three vehicles here, police
said. The accident involv-
ing a milk tanker, a
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) bus, and a
tempo traveller took
place in Arsikere taluk
here around 11 PM on
Saturday, they said.

Street brawl
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A man was
killed while his friend was
injured in a fight with
another group in Central
Delhi's Ranjit Nagar,
police said on Sunday. The
incident took place on the
night of October 12, they
said. According to police,
there was a fight between
two groups, with three
people on each side.

Detained
JJaammmmuu:: Several activists
of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) were detained
Sunday as political par-
ties and social groups
staged protests at differ-
ent places here to protest
the killing of a Kashmiri
Pandit by terrorists in
Shopian district of south
Kashmir. AAP activists led
by senior leaders includ-
ing District Development
Council (DDC) member T
S Toni, Maharaj Krishan
Yogi and Amrit Wattal
staged a protest outside
the Press Club here but
were baton charged and
briefly detained by police.

BRIEF

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
waves at supporters during the

foundation stone laying ceremony of
the new terminal building of the

Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia Airport,
in Gwalior, Sunday.
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New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Shashi Tharoor will face-
off in an electoral contest
on Monday for the post of
AICC chief, as the party
gets set to have a non-
Gandhi president in over
24 years.

Over 9,000 Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) delegates form the
electoral college to pick the
party chief in a secret bal-
lot.

Voting would also take
place at the AICC head-
quarters here and at over
65 polling booths across
the country in an electoral
contest which is taking
place for the sixth time in
the party's 137-year history.

While party chief Sonia
Gandhi and Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra are expected
to vote at the AICC head-
quarters here, Rahul
Gandhi will be voting at
the Bharat Jodo Yatra

campsite in Karnataka's
Sanganakallu in Ballari
along with around 40 other
Bharat Yatris who are PCC
delegates.

Kharge is considered the
firm favourite for his per-
ceived proximity to the
Gandhis and backing by
senior leaders, even as
Tharoor has pitched him-
self as the candidate of
change. During the cam-
paign, even though
Tharoor has raised issues

of uneven playing field,
both candidates and the
party have maintained
that the Gandhis are neu-
tral and that there is no "of-
ficial candidate".

Asked about the signifi-
cance of the polls,
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
told PTI that he has always
believed in the Congress
model of evolving a con-
sensus for such positions.

Kanker, Oct 16: 

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Assembly's Deputy
Speaker and ruling
Congress MLA Manoj
Singh Mandavi died on
Sunday following a heart
attack, party leaders said.

Mandavi, 58, was taken
to a hospital in neighbour-
ing Dhamtari town after
he suffered a heart attack
where he died in the morn-
ing, state Congress com-
munication wing head
Sushil Anand Shukla said.

As a mark of respect to
the departed leader, the
Chhattisgarh government
has announced one-day
state mourning on Sunday
in his home district
Kanker and capital city
Raipur, a public relations
department officer said.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The government's
Covid vaccination pro-
gramme is in its final leg
with the Health Ministry
deciding against procur-
ing more vaccines as of
now and surrendering Rs
4,237 crore, or nearly 85
per cent of the 2022-23
budget allocation for in-
oculation purposes, to the
Finance Ministry.

Official sources told
PTI that more than 1.8
crore doses are still avail-
able with the govern-
ments at the Centre and
in states and the stock is
sufficient to continue the
vaccination drive for
around six months, given
the low uptake of vac-
cines among people due
to declining Covid case
burden.

Even if the govern-
ment's stock gets ex-
hausted, Covid vaccines

will be available in the
market.

"Any decision on
whether to procure Covid
vaccine doses through
the government channel
or get (fresh) budget allo-
cations for the purpose
after six months will de-
pend on the coronavirus
situation prevailing in
the country at that time,"
an official source told
PTI.

As part of the nation-
wide vaccination drive
which began on January
16 last year, the
Government of India has
been supporting states
and Union territories by
providing them COVID-19
vaccines free of cost.

Since the Covid cases
have been low, a sense of
complacency has grown
among people and there
has not been much de-
mand of vaccines even
though the government
conducted a 75-day drive -
- 'Covid Vaccination
Amrit Mahotsava' -- to ad-
minister booster doses to
all adults free of cost.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 16: 

A police constable al-
legedly committed suicide
by shooting himself with
his service weapon in
Chhattisgarh's Mohla-
M a n p u r - A m b a g a r h
Chowki district on Sunday,
a police official said.

No suicide note was
found at the spot and the
exact reason which
prompted the policeman to
take the extreme step was
yet to be ascertained, he
said. The incident took
place around 7 am at a po-
lice camp in Domikala vil-
lage in Aundhi area of the
newly formed district af-
fected by the Maoist men-
ace, the official said.

Constable Vedram Raj, a

native of Bilaspur district,
allegedly shot himself
with an Insas rifle at his
barrack in the camp. On
hearing the gunshot, his
colleagues rushed there
and found him lying dead
in a pool of blood, he said.

Naxalites kill 
brother of 

colleague, villager
Bijapur, Oct 16: 

Naxalites have al-
legedly killed two per-
sons in  Bijapur district,
including the brother of
one of their operatives,
a police official said.

Information was re-
ceived about Naxalites
allegedly killing two
persons in Pedakorma
and Pusnar villages in
Gangaloor police sta-
tion limits, Bastar
Range Inspector
General of Police
Sundarraj P said.

One of the deceased
is believed to be Raju
Podiyami, the brother
of the proscribed out-
fit's Gangaloor area
committee secretary
Dinesh Modiyam, while
information about the
killing of villager Dula
Kodme was being veri-
fied, the IG said. Last
year, Dinesh Mudiyam
had killed colleague
Vijja Modiyam in an in-
ternal fight in the outfit,
he said.

Mumbai, Oct 16: 

Nihar Thackeray, the
grandson of Shiv Sena
founder late Bal
Thackeray, has said that
he supports the Eknath
Shinde faction of the
party and is ready to cam-
paign for the upcoming
Andheri East assembly by-
election as well as the
Mumbai civic body polls.

He also did not rule out
joining electoral politics.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, supported by the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena fac-
tion, has fielded Murji
Patel against the Shiv
Sena Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray party's Rutuja
Latke in the November 3
byelection. It will be the

first major electoral con-
test in the state after
Shinde's rebellion brought
down the previous
Maharashtra government
led by Uddhav Thackeray
in June this year.

Nihar, the son of

Bindumadhav Thackeray,
Bal Thackeray's eldest son,
is a lawyer by profession.
He is also part of Chief
Minister Shinde's legal
team in the battle in the
Supreme Court over
which is the 'real' Shiv

Sena. Shinde was taking
forward the legacy of his
late grandfather and
hence he supported the
chief minister, Nihar said
in an interview.

On Dussehra, when his
uncle Uddhav Thackeray
and cousin Aaditya ad-
dressed a rally at the
Shivaji Park in Mumbai,
Nihar Thackeray was on
stage with Shinde, who ad-
dressed a separate rally at
MMRDA ground in the
state capital. Uddhav's
elder brother Jaidev and
Jaidev's former wife Smita
too shared the stage with
Shinde, in an apparent at-
tempt to send out a mes-
sage that barring Uddhav
and his son, the rest of the
family supported Shinde.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The CBI has summoned
Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia for
questioning on Monday in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in the formulation
and implementation of the
excise policy for the national
capital, officials said.

The federal probe agency
has asked the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader to ap-
pear before it at its head-
quarters here at 11 am on
Monday, they added.

In a tweet on Sunday,
Sisodia said: "CBI raid was
conducted at my house for 14
hours, nothing came out.
Searched my bank locker,
nothing came out in it. They

did not find anything in my
village. Now they have called
me to CBI Headquarters at
11 am tomorrow. I will go
and give my full cooperation.
Satyameva Jayate." The
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ques-
tioned a number of people,
including Sameer
Mahendru, the owner of
Indo Spirits, Amit Arora, the
director of Buddy Retail
Private Limited in
Gurugram, and India Ahead
News managing director
Mootha Gautam, in connec-
tion with the case, the offi-
cials said. The agency has
arrested Vijay Nair, an AAP
worker and a former CEO of
Only Much Louder, an enter-
tainment and event manage-

ment company, and
Hyderabad-based business-
man Abhishek Boinpally,
whose partner Arun Pillai
has been named as an ac-
cused in the CBI FIR, they
said.

The CBI had got an FIR
registered in a special court
here in August against
Sisodia and 14 others under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), in-
cluding 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 477A (falsifica-
tion of records), and section
7 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, which deals
with taking undue advan-
tage to influence a public
servant by corrupt or illegal
means or by the exercise of
personal influence.

Nagpur, Oct 16 (PTI): 

In a setback to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Congress dominat-
ed the results of elections to
the posts of Panchayat
Samiti chairpersons and
deputy chairpersons in
Nagpur district of
Maharashtra. As per the offi-
cial information, the BJP
could not win even a single
post of chairperson and man-
aged to secure only three
seats of deputy chairperson
in the elections, results of
which were declared on
Saturday - on the same day of
voting. Nagpur district is the
home turf of the BJP's cur-
rent chief of Maharashtra

unit Chandrashekhar
Bawankule, state Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Union minister
Nitin Gadkari. Nagpur also
houses the headquarters of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), the ideological
fountainhead of the BJP that
is currently in power in the
state and at the Centre. The
Congress won nine out of 13
posts of chairperson and
eight out of 13 posts of
deputy chairperson in the
district. The Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) se-
cured three posts of chair-
person, while the Shiv Sena
managed to win one such
post, the district officials
said.

Amaravati, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Copious rains in the
upper catchment areas, as
well as within the state,
have left the river Krishna
swollen once again.

The first warning signal
has been raised as the
flood flow crossed five lakh
cusecs at Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada of
Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday afternoon.

The instant inflow and
outflow recorded at the
Barrage was 5.09 lakh
cusecs, according to the
State Disaster
Management Authority.

Krishna district
Collector Ranjit Basha

asked people living in vil-
lages along the course of
the river, downstream
Prakasam Barrage, to be
on alert because of the
flood surge.

He asked people, partic-
ularly those living in
lanka villages, not to ven-
ture into the river and also
shift their cattle to safer
places. The Collector also
put the revenue machin-
ery on alert and directed
the village revenue offi-
cers to caution people in
the vulnerable mandals.

Control rooms have
been opened in the district
Collectorate in
Machilipatnam and also
the revenue divisional of-
fices in Machilipatnam
and Vuyyuru to provide
assistance to people in
case of emergency.

‘Medical education 
in Hindi to bring big

positive change’
New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said that the beginning of
medical education in
Hindi will bring a big posi-
tive change in the country.

Lakhs of students will
be able to study in their
language and doors for
many new opportunities
will also open for them, he
said. He was reacting to
the launch of such a
course by Home Minister
Amit Shah in Bhopal.
Shah on Sunday released
textbooks for three sub-
jects in Hindi for MBBS
students as part of an am-
bitious project of the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment to impart medical ed-
ucation in Hindi language.

KHARGE VS THAROOR

Cong set for prez poll after 24 yrs

Congress workers prepare for the party's presidential election, at
DPCC in New Delhi, Sunday.

Electors in the Congress
presidential polls have
been asked to put a tick
mark against the name of
their choice on the ballot
paper after AICC president
candidate Shashi Tharoor's
team took up with the
party's top poll body the
issue of its earlier directive
that voters write "1" to
reflect their preference,
citing that it may lead to
confusion, sources said on
Sunday.
In instructions for polling
issued on Saturday,
Congress central election
authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry had
said PCC Members "will
mark '1' on the ballot
paper against the name of
the candidate and fold the
ballot paper to put it into
the ballot box".

Electors asked to 
put tick mark after

Tharoor flags objection

Govt not to procure
fresh Covid vaccines
̈ Surrenders 

Rs 4,237 crore from
vaccination budget

Assembly Deputy Speaker Manoj Mandavi dies of heart attack

Condolences poured in from various quarters with leaders from
both the ruling Congress and opposition BJP recalling Mandavi's
contribution for the development of tribal community and Bastar
region. Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel said Mandavi
was a prominent tribal leader and his sudden demise has left every-
one in a state of shock. "He used to effectively raise the issues per-
taining to adivasis. He always strived for the progress of the tribal
community and development of his region. His death is an irrepara-
ble loss to all of us," Baghel said. 

CM, other leaders express grief

Mandavi's last rites were
performed in the evening at
his native village in the
Kanker district with state
honours.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, his cabinet col-
leagues Kawasi Lakhma and
Shiv Kumar Dahariya, state
Congress Chief Mohan
Markam, BJP MP Santosh
Pandey and ruling party
MLAs paid tribute to the
deceased leader at Nathia
Nawagaon village, located
around 140 km away from
Raipur. Baghel lent his
shoulder to Mandavi's mor-
tal remains on the way to
the cremation ground.
Mandavi's sons- Tushar and
Aman- lit the funeral pyre.

Last rites performed
with state honours

Police constable

shoots himself dead

The incident took place
around 7 am on Sunday at a
police camp in Domikala vil-
lage in Aundhi area of the
newly formed district affected
by the Maoist menace.
Constable Vedram Raj, a
native of Bilaspur district,
allegedly shot himself with an
Insas rifle at his barrack in the
camp. On hearing the gun-
shot, his colleagues rushed
there and found him lying
dead in a pool of blood.

About the suicide

ANCIENT ART

People perform 'Mallakhamb' during a programme in Moradabad, Sunday. 

SETBACK FOR UDDHAV

Bal Thackeray’s grandson joins Shinde camp

Nihar Thackeray, the grandson of Shiv Sena founder late Bal Thackeray
during a meeting with Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde, in Mumbai.

BLOW TO BJP

Congress sweeps Panchayat
Samiti polls in Nagpur

EXCISE POLICY SCAM

CBI summons Sisodia for questioning today
River Krishna in spate in AP
̈ First warning in

place in Vijayawada
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Raipur, Oct 16: 

The election for the post of
President of Congress
party  will be held tomor-
row and all preparations
for the same have been
completed here in
Chhattisgarh as well. For
this election, a total of 68
booths have been formed
in 40 polling centres and
the polling will start from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. It is no-
table here that Mallikarjun
Khadge and Shashi
Tharoor, are the two main
candidates in fray for the
post of President in the
Congress party. The polling
for selection of either of
the two candidates will be
held through ballot paper
and for this ballot papers
and ballot boxes have
reached party’s head office
in Rajiv Bhavan in capital

city and the polling here
will start from 10:00 am. In
this a total of 307 party
members including the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, all the Ministers,
MLAs, MPs and others will
be exercising their fran-
chise. Congress party has
issued notification for the
polling and according to
which all the polling agents
will have to reach the

venue by 8:30 am and it is
in their presence the elec-
tion officer will open the
ballot box and then it will
be locked in their presence
and their signature will be
obtained. After this the
polling officer will sign on
the ballot paper and then
provide the ballot paper to
each voter. Here the voter
will have to show the ID to
the polling officer before
taking the ballot paper.

305 voters of Cong in
state to cast vote today

For selecting Cong president at Rajiv Bhavan in capital 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  

Raipur Police have arrest-
ed two persons in connection
with the business of narcotic
drugs. One of them is also
the owner of a medical store.
He used to keep addictive
tablets in his drugstore to
sell them to smugglers. The
Anti Crime and Cyber ? 

Unit of Raipur received tip
off from an informer that a
person came near under
bridge in Chunabhatti area
to deal with some intoxicat-
ing tablets. Acting on this
input from the informer, the
police also reached the spot
and caught the person deal-
ing with intoxicating tablets. 

During interrogation the
arrested man revealed his
name as Deepak Rao. Deepak
is a resident of Gudhiyari
area and the police got
tablets named Nitroten,
Lomotil and Spasmo from
him.Deepak told that a med-
ical store owner of
Mahasamund used to give
such tablets to him. He used

to sell such tablets in the
market. The name of the
owner of the medical store is
Manoj Bansal. On the basis
of this input from Deepak,
Raipur police reached
Mahasamund and raided
Manoj Bansal’s Bansal
Medical Store. Manoj started
making various excuses
regarding the stock of medi-
cines. After searching the
inner room of the medical
store, the police found a
banned intoxicating tablet in
the medical store.

Manoj confessed to giving
the tablets to Deepak.
Manoj, who runs a medical
store, used to sell addictive
tablets to miscreants like
Deepak Rao for the sake of
profit. 

The police are also check-
ing old records to trace other
people associated with this
racket. Both Deepak and
Manoj have been arrested.
Police have recovered 1200
Nitroten tablets, 600 Lomotil
tablets and 240 Spasmo
tablets from them.

Two arrested in connection
with business of narcotic drugs

Raipur, Oct 16:

Four-day Chhath festi-
val, also known as Surya
Shasthi, will commence
with ‘Nhay Khay’ ritual
across the country on
October 28. Addressing a
press conference at
Babylon Tower in Raipur
city on Sunday, Chief of
the Chhath Puja
Organising Committee
Rajesh Kumar Singh said
that the four-day Chhath
festival would be celebrat-
ed with great zeal and tra-
ditional fervour from
October 28 to 31. People in
large number will gather
at Mahadev Ghat, along
Kharun River to celebrate
Chhath festival this year.
People, who migrated
from Bihar and eastern
Uttar Pradesh to
Chhattisgarh, celebrate
Chhath Puja in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Bhilai,
Jagdalpur, Korba and
other parts of the state.

He further said that that
the Chhath festival is dedi-
cated to the Sun God and
his sister Chhathi Maiya
in order to thank them for
bestowing the bounties of
life on earth and to request
the granting of certain
wishes. The rituals of the
Chhath are rigorous and
are observed over a period
of four days. The rituals of
the festival include holy
bathing, fasting and ab-
staining from drinking
water, standing in water
for long periods of time,
and offering prasad and
arghya to the setting and
rising Sun. Some devotees
also perform a prostration
march as they head for the
river banks. Chhath Puja
is celebrated in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal,

Delhi, Mumbai and other
parts of the country.
Grand festival of Chhath
is as a means of purifica-
tion of body, mind and
soul, Singh described.

He informed that in
Raipur city, the Chhath
festival will be celebrated
at over 50 places including
Mahadev Ghat. Nhay-
Khay will be held on
October 28. Kharna ritual
will be performed on
October 29. ‘Sandhya
Arghya’ will be offered on
October 30. Usha Arghya
will be offered on October
31. A cultural programme
will be held at Mahadev
Ghat on October 30.
Chhattisgarhi folk artist
Dilip Shadangi, Sur
Sangram winner and
Bhojpuri artist Mohan
Rathor, Bhojpuri singer
Priyanka Pandey, artists of
Sonali and Tarun Chopra
Group will perform at
Mahadev Ghat on October
30. The cultural pro-
gramme is scheduled to
begin at 2 pm on the day.

All kinds of facilities
like parking, lighting and
other facilities are being
arranged for devotees at
Mahadev Ghat. The mem-
bers of the Samiti along
with Raipur Municipal
Corporation will clean
Mahadev Ghat. Ravindra
Singh, Sunil Singh, Shashi
Singh, Satyendra Singh
Gautam, Parmanand
Singh, Ramkumar Singh,
Kanhaiya Singh, Ramvilas
Singh, Jayant Singh, Satya
Prakash Singh, Brijesh
Singh, Singh, Santosh
Singh, Anil Singh, Shiv
Shankar Singh,
Jaiprakash Singh, Mukul
Shrivastava, Saroj Singh,
Sanjay Singh and other
members were present at
the press conference.

Raipur, Oct 16: Professor
and HoD in Anesthesia
Department of Pt. JNM
Medical College Raipur Dr
Pratibha Jain Shah repre-
sented Chhattisgarh in the
19th World Congress of
Pain-2022 held in Toronto-
Canada organised by
International Association
for the Study of Pain
(IASP). This Congress was
held from Sept 19-23 and in
this Dr Pratibha Jain Shah
presented her research
works on post-operative
pain prevention after the
Cesarean operation and it
was hailed by all. This was
a major platform for the ed-
ucationists and re-

searchers to exchange
knowledge on Pain
Management. Dr Shah said
that this particular effort of
her would definitely prove
to be beneficial to relieve
patients in the state from
pain using some of the lat-
est treatment  procedures
and expansion of research
works on pain relieving.

Dr Pratibha Jain Shah
presents research papers

In 19th World Congress of Pain-2022 by IASP

Raipur, Oct 16: A student
studying in a nursing col-
lege in Raipur committed
suicide. Family members of
the deceased blamed the
college management for
this incident. The incident
is said to be related to fees.
Meanwhile Janta Congress
leaders have also com-
plained to the police and de-
manded to register a case of
abetment to suicide against
the college management.
Father of 19-year-old
Gaurav Sidar did not have
the money to pay the col-
lege fees of his son. In the
month of last September,
Gaurav called his father
and elder brother several
times. It has been learnt
that Gaurav was under
pressure to deposit the fees
while While his family
members were expressing
inability to pay the fees due
to financial constraints.
Gaurav used to constantly
call his family members
asking for depositing his
fees. Gaurav’s father kept

assured him of arranging
the money soon. In the
meantime, on September
22, Gaurav’s friends called
his family members and
told them that your Gourav
committed suicide by hang-
ing. Gaurav Sidar, the son
of Gopal Sidar, who lives in
Arekel, a small village in
Mahasamund district,
wanted to make a career in
the medical field. Gopal is a
farm laborer by profession.
Gaurav’s family belonging
to tribal society earns its
livelihood by working in
the fields of others. In spite
of financial crisis Gaurav’s
family somehow managed
to get him admitted to
Adarsh ??Nursing College
located in Datarenga,
Raipur for study. While the
incident took place last
month, no action has been
taken against the college
management yet. College
management did not even
take any concrete step for
investigation into the mat-
ter.

Nursing student
commits suicide 

Chhath Puja to begin
with ‘Nhay Khay’

On Oct 28

CM condoles demise
of Dy. Speaker Manoj

Singh Mandavi

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has expressed
deep grief on the sudden
demise of Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Manoj Singh
Mandavi.  Expressing his condo-
lences, Shri Baghel said that
“Shri Mandavi was a senior trib-
al leader. His death is an irre-
placeable loss to the state. He
served people diligently as a
Home Minister of the newly
formed Chhattisgarh state and
also held many important posts
including Deputy Speaker of the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. He was elected to
the legislative assembly in the
year 1998 in undivided Madhya
Pradesh and then to the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly in the year 2013 and
2018. Shri Mandavi was also the
President of Chhattisgarh Tribal
Development Council.”  He also
said, “Manoj Singh Mandavi
was a great tribal leader and a
remarkable personality. He
raised his voice for the rights of
tribal people in the assembly.
He worked diligently for the
upliftment of the tribal society
and development of his area.”

Raipur, Oct 16:  

A five-day long “Agri
Carnival 2022
International Krishi
Madai” is being organ-
ized at Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
here, from October 14 to
17. The event aims to
showcase the innova-
tions, latest technologies
and research work done
in the field of agricul-
ture. A variety of agri-

cultural equipment is
being displayed and sold
here. One of the main at-
tractions of this exhibi-
tion is the live demo of
spraying soluble fertiliz-
ers, insecticides, and
fungicides through
drone technology, which
is being applauded by the
farmers.

‘Kisan Pathshala’ is
also being organized
here in which the prob-
lems of more than 500
farmers are being re-
solved every day by the
scientists. In addition,
the farmers are also
being educated about ad-
vanced technologies,
modern equipment, and

innovations in the field
of agriculture.
Information is being pro-
vided on seeds, manure,
fertilizers, and other top-
ics related to agriculture
by subject experts.

Meanwhile, stalls of
more than 130 agricul-
tural products andi agri-
cultural machinery man-
ufacturing companies
have been set up in this
exhibition sprawled over
an area of about 15,000
square meters.

Agricultural scien-
tists, advisors, and
traders are also actively
participating in the exhi-
bition. In this exhibition,
the farmers and the gen-

eral public are also being
given detailed informa-
tion about the farmers’
welfare schemes run by
agriculture, horticul-
ture, animal husbandry,
fisheries, and other de-
partments. Besides, ad-
vanced methods for the
cultivation of horticul-
ture crops, protected
farming, organic farm-
ing, and low-cost farm-
ing methods are also
being demonstrated
here.

Latest agricultural
technology, and agricul-
tural products are also
being displayed and sold
in Madai. This includes
developed farm equip-

ment and advanced agri-
cultural equipment, ad-
vanced irrigation system
(drip and sprinkler), im-
proved seeds, fertilizers
and insecticides, biofer-
tilizers and chemicals,
protected farming equip-
ment, solar pumps, and
other useful agricultural
products. Besides, a
farmers’ tour program is
also being organized in
which the farmers are
being taken daily for vis-
its to the research
fields, well-planned
A g r i c u l t u r a l
Development Center, and
laboratories of Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University.

‘Spraying of fertilizers and pesticides using drones’
Main attraction in ‘Krishi Madai’

 Curious farmers
enthusiastically
taking part in the
‘Kisan Pathshala’*

Governor condoles

Dy Speaker Manoj

Singh Mandavi

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
has expressed deep grief
over the sudden demise of
Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Vidhan Sabha
Manoj Singh Mandavi. In her
condolence message, the
Governor said that Mandavi
played a crucial role in the
development of the state
and his region while holding
several important positions
in the government. His death
is an irreparable loss to
Chhattisgarh.  The Governor
expressed deep sympathies
to the bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed to the
Almighty to give them
enough strength to bear the
loss and grant eternal peace
to the departed soul.

Raipur, Oct 16: 

Ramesh Babu V,
Director (Operations),
NTPC Ltd today inaugu-
rated the Boiler Health &
BTL Prediction
Dashboard during the
Heads of O&M Meet
presently underway at
Panchmarhi (M.P). This
Software has been devel-
oped in-house using inter-
nal domain expertise of
COS Boiler, Chemistry
and Corporate IT group.

This Dashboard has
been launched today in
Ramagundam U7 today. It
would be launched simul-

taneously in Kahalgaon,
Farakka, Dadri and
Ramagundam all units by
end of March 2023.

NTPC has always
strived towards innova-
tion and new technology
in its work. This dash-
board would be costless
implementation across
NTPC using Unit PI data
on Intranet Ashwini
Kumar Tripathy RED
West II & OS, C Sivakumar
ED USSC along with all
Heads of O&M of NTPC
Thermal Power Plants,
Corporate OS were also
present on this momen-
tous occasion.

Director -Operations inaugurates Boiler
Health & BTL Prediction Dashboard

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1166::  Raipur, Oct 16:
The Minister of Industries and
Commerce, Kawasi Lakhma
was addressing the Innovation,
Startup and Entrepreneurship
workshop organized under the
five-day International
Agriculture Madai Agri Carnival
2022 at Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University as the
chief guest. In his address he
said that there is a immense
potential for the export of agri-
cultural and minor forest pro-
duce based products from
Chhattisgarh . He further said
that crops like Mahua, Tora,
Mango, Tamarind, Chironji,
Sitaphal, Cashew etc. are pro-
duced in abundance in Bastar
and other forest areas, which
should be processed and pro-
moted for their export.  Lakhma
called upon the entrepreneurs
present there to set up food
processing units in Bastar
region. He further said that the

state government will allot land
to the entrepreneurs who want
to set up such units in Bastar.
Dr. Girish Chandel, Vice
Chancellor, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University
presided over the program. On
this occasion ,Assistant
Director General of Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research, New Delhi Dr. K.
Srinivasan, President of
Confederation of Indian
Industry Umesh Chitlangia,
Chief General Manager of
NABARD Suparna Tandon were
present as special guests.
During the launch ceremony,
Indira Gandhi an MoU was
signed between Agricultural
University, Raipur and IIT
Kanpur and IIM Kolkata to pro-
mote entrepreneurship devel-
opmen . On this occasion, three
publications namely tatva 4.0,
Priyan 4.0, Drishyam 1.0, pub-
lished by Rural Agri Business
Incubation (RABI) of
Agricultural University were
also released. In the beginning
of the program, Dr. Girish
Chandel, Vice Chancellor of

Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University, while delivering the
welcome address, said that
under the Rabi Raftaar scheme
to promote entrepreneurship
development by Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, training
and guidance is being provided
to the youth for setting up
startups and new enterprises.
He informed that , food prod-
ucts are being prepared in the
state by processing Mahua,
Mushroom, Chironji etc.
through Farmer Producer
Groups and Women Producer
Groups and these products are
being made available in the
market. He also stressed on
providing market linkage to
Self Help Groups.

In the program, Chief
General Manager, NABARD,
Chhattisgarh, Suparna Tandon
said that there are 86 percent
small and marginal farmers in
the country, who need to be
connected with innovation. She
said that there are 6 thousand
farmer producer companies in
India who have got experience
of working with ICRISAT in the
field of Agri Incubation and Agri
Incubator has helped about
three lakh people. She wished
the budding startups good luck
and expressed her hope that
soon the Agri Startups of
Chhattisgarh would get the sta-
tus of a Unicon company.
President of Confederation of
Indian Industry Umesh

Chitlangia said that the
progress of entrepreneurship in
Chhattisgarh is spreading
across the country. While prais-
ing the state government public
welfare schemes Narva,
Garuva, Ghurva, Bari, he said
that the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is purchasing cow dung
and cow urine, which will
encourage organic farming in
the state. Assistant Director
General, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, New
Delhi Dr. K. Srinivasan said that
the Rabi Raftaar scheme is
being run by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of
India, under which 50 incubator
centers are functioning cur-
rently, these incubator centers
are promoting entrepreneur-
ship development in the coun-
try. Innovative entrepreneurs of
successful startups shared
their success stories with bud-
ding entrepreneurs during the
Innovation, Startup and
Entrepreneurship workshop. In
the group discussion, the chal-
lenges and opportunities of
innovation, promotion, startup

and entrepreneurship develop-
ment were discussed. Similarly,
the possibilities of startup eco-
system-incubator-industry
were also discussed. During the
workshop, information about
the necessary procedures for
setting up new startups, finan-
cial assistance, market avail-
ability and legal help was also
given to the budding entrepre-
neurs.  

On this occasion the
Registrar, Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, G.K.
Nirmaam, Director Research
Dr. Vivek Tripathi, Director
Extension Services Dr. Ajay
Verma, Dean of Agricultural
Engineering College, Dr. Vinay
Pandey, Director Farms and
Seeds Dr. S.S. Tuteja, Heads of
various departments, profes-
sors, scientists, students and a
large number of entrepreneurs
were present. At the end of the
program, Chief Executive
Officer of Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, Rabi
Raftaar, Dr. Hulas Pathak
expressed his gratitude
towards the guests.

Immense potential for export of agriculture and minor forest produce in Ch’garh: Lakhma
 Int’nl Krishi Madai

Agri Carnival 2022
inaugurated

Raipur, Oct 16:

Nearly 15.41 lakh
saplings have been planted
on the banks of 26 differ-
ent rivers of the state
under the ‘River Bank
Tree Plantation’ pro-
gramme during this rainy
season. This will increase
the green cover by 1, 400
hectares besides ensuring
the ecological rejuvena-

tion of water bodies and
soil conservation. The
planting of fruit-bearing
plants will also enhance
the beauty of the area.

According to the direc-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the work
of plantation at river
banks was done by the for-
est department under the
guidance of Forest and
Climate Change Minister

Shri Mohammad Akbar.
The plantation has been
done using CAMPA and
departmental funds.
Rivers covered during the
current year’s plan in-
cludes Shivnath,
Phulkadei, Kendai,
Lilagar River, Mahanadi,
Hasdeo, Aagar, Rihand
River, Meghanala, Jhinka
River, Moran, Sondur,
Banki River, Galphula,

Neur River , Kewai,
Khatambar, Bhaisun,
Chundi, Bhavai River,
Banas River, Rampa River
and Bhulu River.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Head of Forest Force
Sanjay Shukla informed
that about 2.89 lakh
saplings have been planted
in 263 hectare area near
??8 rivers under the
Bilaspur circle. Similarly,
20, 595 saplings have been
planted in 19 hectare areas
near ??4 rivers under
Kanker circle and 31, in 29
hectare areas near 2 rivers
under Raipur circle. Apart
from this, 11.84 lakh
saplings have been planted
in a 1,076 hectare area
near 12 rivers located in
Surajpur, Balrampur,
Korea and Manendragarh
forest divisions under
Surguja circle.

Forest department’s 
special afforestation drive 

 To boost green 
cover at river banks
in Ch’garh

 More than 15 lakh
saplings planted on
the banks of 26 rivers

 Planting of fruit-
bearing plants will
also enhance the
beauty of riverbanks

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1166::  The women are ap-
preciating the government's ini-
tiative of providing medical facili-
ties through Dai Didi Mobile
Clinics where they are getting
free treatment and medicines in
their localities itself.  Only female
staff is positioned in these dedi-
cated clinics so that the women
patients do not hesitate in sharing
their problems. 554 camps of Dai
Didi Clinic have been organised so
far within BMC limits. 42221
women and children have been
benefitted from these camps.
7403 got laboratory tests done
and medicines were distributed to
39074 patients.

Sharing her experiences, a

beneficiary Manju Yadav said that
she is very happy that the govern-
ment has come out with such a
scheme for women. Dai Didi Clinic
has female staff only due to which
women feel free to talk about
their ailments. There is no need to
go to the hospital and wait in a
queue. Manju said that she was
not having any health problems
but she got her BP and blood glu-
cose level checked in the camp. 

Rukhsar Nizami stated she
came to know that doctors are
coming to their locality itself and
free health tests would be con-
ducted. She added, "I had a fever
and BP problem. Free medicines
were provided for fever and doc-
tors found that the BP was nor-

mal". Khileshwari Sahu stated
that they are getting medical fa-
cilities in their ward itself at the
health camps organized through
Dai Didi Clinic. The health facili-
ties are very good. She thanked
the government for providing
such a facility near home. Pushpa

Kushwaha said that Mitanin in-
formed her that a health camp
has been organized in the locality.
She got treated in health camp
and got free medicines also. It
saved her time and money as
well. Savita Bai said that she got
good treatment in the health

camp. The beneficiaries appreci-
ated the Dai Didi Clinic which is
being organized through the
Mobile Medical Unit under
Mukhyamantri Slum Health
Scheme. The health services have
been strengthened with this
Scheme. People living in urban

areas are mostly working and de-
pend on private hospitals for their
health problems.  Treatment is
quite expensive in the private
hospitals. Considering the prob-
lems of common people, the
Slum Health Scheme was
launched by the Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is making all possible
efforts for better implementation
of this scheme; a team of experi-
enced and trained doctors is de-
ployed in mobile medical units to
conduct camps at different locali-
ties according to the schedule. 

People get treatment for com-
mon diseases like cold, cough,
fever, malaria, as well as BP, They
are also availing free facilities of
necessary tests like sugar, urine,
haemoglobin, etc. Pregnant
women and malnourished chil-
dren are being thoroughly
screened at Dai Didi Clinic.
According to the intention of the
Government of Chhattisgarh, this
scheme is providing proper

health services to the citizens
near their residence in the slum
areas.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and
Corporation Commissioner Rohit
Vyas regularly inspect the health
camps. The Commissioner inter-
acted with the doctors in Balaji
Nagar and inquired about the
stock of medicines and the num-
ber of patients and types of dis-
eases. He gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officials after taking
information about the arrange-
ments. Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh Sharma
and Health Officer Dharmendra
Mishra were present during the
inspection.

Budding Entrepreneur Vijay Relwani
shares his motivational story

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Innovation
Council of Christian
College of Engineering
Technology, Bhilai in asso-
ciation with the Computer
Science & Engineering
Department, conducted a
session with a rising entre-
preneur Vijay Relwani.
Executive Vice Chairman
Father Dr PS Varghese and
Principal Dr Dipali Soren
also spoke about the impor-
tance of innovation and en-
trepreneurship in the cur-
rent scenario.

Dr Archana Chowdhury,
Head of the Department of
Computer Science &
Engineering Department
stated about the
Government of India,

Ministry of Education's,
Innovation cell's initiative
to build a culture of inno-
vation across all education
institutes. In this event,
CCET's final year student
Vijay Relwani motivated
everyone with his inspira-
tional story. He started
from zero but now he is the
owner of Relwani automo-
biles. During Covid his
family's economic condi-

tion became worse so he
started working in an E
rickshaw manufacturing
company. The owner was
very surprised to see that
he had repaired the con-
troller of the E-rickshaw.
From there he got an idea
of creating a bike. He has
participated in the well-
known show Shark Tank
season I and has received
standing ovations from the

judges for his idea. He
started creating a bike pro-
totype but he had to face
many difficulties due to fi-
nancial problems, but he
faced it with intelligence
like he asked one sculptor
to make the body of the
bike and also he used many
parts from scrap shops.

He had also participated
in Smart India Hackathon
organized at GITAM
University and was among
the top 100 finalists. He has
started incubation at
Raipur which is approved
by the Government of
India startup scheme. He
also gave guidance on how
to participate in shark
tank and also invited stu-
dents to be a part of his
new initiative.

BTTTA delegation discusses 
problems with BSP officials

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Under the
guidance of the patron
Achal Jeet Bhatia, a delega-
tion of Bhilai Truck
Trailer Transport
Association met the offi-
cials of Bhilai Steel Plant to
discuss the problems being
faced by the transporters.
They demanded to solve
the burning issues at the
earliest.

Association President
Inderjit Singh Chhotu, Vice
President Malkit Singh and
Gurmukh Singh met BSP's
GM Services Praveer
Kumar Sarkar, GM CED
Rakesh Pandey and GM
Electrical A Shankar and
appraised them of the prob-
lems being faced by trans-
porters.

President Inderjit Singh
Chhotu said that the trans-
porters are facing difficul-

ties in parking their vehi-
cles and demanded proper
arrangements of vehicle
parking. He added that the
roads in Bhilai Steel Plant
are in very bad shape and
need to be repaired imme-
diately.

There are big potholes at
many spots which increase
the possibility of accidents.
He further demanded prop-
er arrangements of street
lights inside the plant as
well as at the parking

spaces to avoid accidents.
Apart from this, a detailed
discussion was held with
the BSP officials regarding
other problems.

Acknowledging the de-
mands of the Association,
the BSP officials assured to
take appropriate initiatives
to resolve the problems at
the earliest. BSP's GM
Services Sarkar assured
the union officials that the
problems would be re-
solved on priority.

Gopal Khandelwal elected 
unopposed as CSA President

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: Annual
General Body Meeting of
Chhattisgarh Swimming
Association (CSA) was
held at Supela on Sunday.
The Association elected
new office bearers for the
term 2022-26 during this
meeting. Gopal
Khandelwal was once
again elected unopposed
as the President while
Sahee Ram Jakhar was
elected Secretary and
Parminder Singh was
elected Treasurer. Bansi
Agrawal was elected
Senior Vice President;
Badri Prasad Gujar,
Vishwajeet Nag, Dr Alok
Dubey and Gaurav
Khandelwal were elected

Vice Presidents; Hemant
Singh Parihar, Balram
Bhoi, Mahesh Bisai and
Suman Mutha were elect-
ed Joint Secretaries; SP
Singh, Gurmeet Singh,
Rajesh Sahu, Vijesh
Shyamkar and Gopi
Subash were elected
Executive members of the

Association.
Advocate Subhash

Satpathi conducted the
proceedings of the elec-
tion as Returning Officer
while CG Olympic
Association Vice
President Bashir Ahmad
Khan was present as
Assistant Returning

Officer. The GBM also con-
firmed the minutes of last
GBM, approved the audit-
ed statement of accounts
for FY 2021-22, approved
the budget estimate for FY
2022-23; appointed auditors
for FY 2022-23 and fi-
nalised the Annual Sports
Calendar for 2022-23.

Discussion was held on
promotion and develop-
ment of swimming sports
in Chhattisgarh. President
Gopal Khandelwal and
Secretary Sahee Ram
Jakhar emphasised on the
need of having a swim-
ming pool in Bhilai for
promotion of swimming
sports. They detailed the
efforts made so far in this
direction.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
UBS Chauhan; Retired
DSP RK Joshi, Arun
Dwivedi from Pradesh
Judi Sangh, Chhattisgarh
Swimming Association
members Dr Anupam Lal,
Gaurav Khandelwal,
Sanjay Sharma and other
dignitaries were present.

Justice Bhaduri urges prisoners to reform 
themselves with positive thoughts

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 16: On
Saturday, the country's first
Mega Jail Lok Adalat was
organised on the instruc-
tions of the Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority, Bilaspur. The
event was formally inaugu-
rated from the Central Jail
Raipur by Justice Goutam
Bhaduri, Executive
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority. The judicial
magistrates of all the dis-
tricts as well as all the jail
staff attended the pro-
gramme through virtual
means.

The Mega Jail Lok
Adalat was organised in
the Central Jail, Durg.
Special awareness camps
were also organised for the
purpose of making the
prisoners aware about the
laws and their rights. The
special legal literacy camp
was inaugurated by

Justice Goutam Bhaduri
in Durg Central Jail. He lit
lamps and garlanded the
portrait of Goddess
Saraswati. Sanjay Kumar
Jaiswal, District and
Sessions Judge Durg;
Anand Prakash Warial,
Member Secretary;
Pushpendra Meena,
Collector; Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police; Yogesh Kshattri,
Jail Superintendent Durg

and Judges, staff and pris-
oners were present.

In the program, Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal,(District
and Sessions Judge /
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority, Durg)
expressed that it is a mat-
ter of pride for the state of
Chhattisgarh that under
the aegis of State Legal
Services Authority, cases
of prisoners detained in
jail for petty offenses are

being resolved through
compromise in cases of
plea bargaining and com-
poundable nature. The
prisoners who will be re-
leased through Jail Lok
Adalat will be able to cele-
brate the festival with
their families. The main
objective of the District
Legal Services Authority
is to create awareness in
various social matters as
well as to help the weaker

and backward sections.
Legal awareness camps
are also being organized
for the under trials in the
jail premises.

Justice Goutam
Bhaduri in his address
said that cases are being
resolved of those prison-
ers who are detained in
petty crimes; who are de-
tained as a prisoner under
trial and served half the
sentence as well as whose

conduct and behaviour is
good in jail. This initiative
has been taken by the
State Legal Services
Authority under
"Nyayalaya Aapke Dwar".
Jail Lok Adalat is a part of
Lok Adalat. The prisoners
should not think that their
future is to stay in jail. The
prisoner should bring
himself in the process of
reforming through posi-
tive thoughts. He said that

no person is a criminal by
birth but due to some situ-
ations or out of anger, they
commit crime. One can in-
fuse energy in his body
while making a positive ef-
fort towards making his
life better while atone-
ment for that crime in the
Central Jail. This is an op-
portunity to improve,
Justice Bhaduri said.

Member Secretary of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur, Anand Prakash
Variyal said that
"Prisoners should listen to
the voice of their con-
science and decide
whether the crime they
had committed was right
or not.

The family suffers due
to the crime committed by
them. Their family mem-
bers suffer for no reason
and run pillar to post to get
them released. The Legal
Services Authority pro-
vides free legal aid to the

economically weaker per-
sons and prisoners at the
level of District Court,
High Court and Supreme
Court".

To make the prisoners
aware, Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek
Pallava, while boosting the
morale of the prisoners,
advised them not to repeat
the crime. Giving informa-
tion about the legal aid
and other schemes to the
prisoners, Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Vivek Kumar
Verma explained the legal
remedies to get out of the
jail. Judicial Magistrate
Umesh Kumar Upadhyay
conducted the pro-
gramme.

In the Central Jail Durg,
a total of 06 benches were
constituted for the Mega
Jail Lok Adalat, which
were presided by Judicial
Magistrates. A total of 17
cases were disposed of in
the Jail Lok Adalat.
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Sahee Ram Jakhar elected Secretary and Parminder Singh as Treasurer

Two days Capacity Building
Programme concludes at DAV Hudco

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1166:: A two day work-
shop on the Capacity Building
Programme for the Senior
Secondary teachers of English
and Commerce stream drew to
a conclusion on Sunday on a vi-
brant note at DAV Hudco. The
workshop aimed at enhance-
ment and sharing of knowl-
edge and new ideas in the aca-
demics and co-curriculum
front along with the regular
polishing and improvement of
the teaching skills among the
educators. 

The workshop covered all
the elements that go into mak-
ing a complete well-rounded
personality with the capacities
of self awareness, problem
solving, decision making, criti-
cal thinking etc. PPT presenta-
tions, video clippings, topics

related games and brainstorm-
ing sessions kept the workshop
alive and educative. The
trainee delegates thanked DAV
CAE for organising such work-
shops which are a constant
feature of DAV and are very
much helpful in nourishing the
roots of education in all DAV
schools. The workshop culmi-
nated with the valedictory

function where the platform
was aggrandized by BP Sahu
(Principal DAV ISPAT Sec 2,
Bhilai) and Ravindra Singh
(DAVPS Durgapur) where BP
Sahu speaking on the occasion
appreciated the efforts of all
the resource persons for their
informative deliberations and
said that learning is never end-
ing process and such work-

shops help teachers to hone
their teaching skills so that
they can satisfy the curiosity of
enthusiastic learners. He
added that the need of the
hour is to keep the educators
abreast with the latest re-
sources and strategies to ig-
nite the spark of illuminating
knowledge among students.
The Resource Persons were
honoured with the mementos. 

The interactive workshop
helps to disseminate the tech-
nology based learning which
creates creative thinking and
results in experimental learn-
ing. The vibrant and enthusi-
astic delegates felt empow-
ered attending the meticu-
lously designed workshop.
The workshop opened new
horizons of effective teaching.
The function concluded with
Shanti Path. 

Over 42K benefitted from Dai Didi Mobile Clinics



Central Chronicle News

Mohalla, Oct 16: District
Collector Mohala- Manpur
-Ambagarh outpost S.
Jayawardhan and
Superintendent of Police
Y. Akshay reached the vil-
lages of the highly vulner-
able Naxal-affected areas
of Manpur block by motor-
cycle to take stock of devel-
opment works.

The Collector made an
intensive tour of the
Naxal affected areas in
view of important re-
quirements like infra-
structure, road connectivi-
ty, health, drinking water,
food, electricity. To speed
up the development works
in these areas and for ef-

fective implementation of
the schemes, the Collector
gave necessary directions
to the officers.

The Collector inspected
the school, Anganwadi of
village Dorde, Masiyapara,
Hureli in Manpur block.
He reached the village and
took information from the
villagers regarding educa-
tion, health and nutri-
tion.During the inspec-
tion, he instructed to sub-
mit the estimate for the
construction of the build-
ing after seeing the dilapi-
dated building of the
Government Pre-
Secondary School build-
ing, Hureli.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to prepare

the estimates of 3 culverts
from the PWD department
and submit them. He took
information from the vil-
lagers regarding hot food
being given to anemic
women, teenage girls, preg-
nant mothers and instruct-
ed the CEO of the Janpad
Panchayat to include the
products of tamarind in
the RIPA project.

Instructions were also
given to BRCC to prepare
information about how
many children of village
Hureli had gone out to
study in hostels, ashrams
and other districts.SDM
Amit Nath Yogi, District
CEO DD Mandale and offi-
cers of various depart-
ments were present.

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Oct 16: Under
the chairmanship of
Mungeli-collector and
Jeevandeep committee
president Rahul Dev,
meeting of Jeevandeep's
executive committee was
held in the meeting room
of the district hospital
here and in the meeting,
for the convenience of the
patients, it was decided to
install street lights
around the boundary
area of the district hospi-
tal premises and to pur-
chase a new mortuary ve-
hicle to transport the
dead bodies to their
homes respectfully.

Similarly, the work of
leveling near the porch in
front of the Mother and
Child Hospital of the
District Hospital, develop-
ing a garden near the
parking area, under the
Kayakalp scheme, in the

year 2022-23, to increase
the cleanliness and hy-
giene in the hospitals and
to prevent infection was
also finalized. Discussion
was also held regarding
the construction of 50
thousand liters capacity
overhead water tank.

In the meeting,
Collector and Chairman
of Jeevandeep

Committee, Mr. Dev re-
ceived information re-
garding arrangement of
mortuary, generator, oxy-
gen plant, operation of
dialysis unit etc. in the
district hospital.

Similarly, from the
month of April 2022 to
September 2022, OPD,
IPD, delivery, steel birth,
IUCD, blood collection,

blood transfusion, dental
OPD, physiotherapy, num-
ber of children in NRC, X-
ray, laterosi, eye opera-
tion besides doctors in the
hospital was also dis-
cussed.

On this occasion, in-
charge Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr. M. D.
Tendwe informed that the
District Hospital has Eye

Department, Transist
Hostel, Hummer Lab,
True Not Lab, 20 Bedded
Isolation Ward, 16 ICU
Beds, 42 Bedded Pediatric
Unit, Physiotherapy. The
building, 06 bed triage
room and burn ward are
being constructed.

On this, Collector and
Chairman of Jeevandeep
Committee Shri Dev in-

structed the concerned
construction agency to
complete all these works
under construction with
full quality within the
stipulated period. Joint
Collector Naveen Bhagat,
Civil Surgeon cum Chief
Hospital Superintendent
Dr. Anand Manjhi and
other officials were 
present.

Omi earns laurels for NEPS

Central Chronicle News

Takhatpur, Oct 16: Omi
Gupta, a student of class
VII from North Eastern
Public School(NEPS),
Jarondha, Takhatpur, has
been selected in stick fight
under 'Silambam' game in
the three-day 22nd state
level school sports compe-

tition organized in
Kondagaon.

School Principal
Jitendra Kumar Das gave
important suggestions to
the participants students
to maintain sportsman-
ship in all sports at three-
day sports competition to
be held from October 16 to
October 19.

Bharatiya Sanskriti Gyan
Pariksha-2022 held

Central Chronicle News

Gighouri/Kasdol, Oct
16: Bharatiya Sanskriti
Gyan Pariksha -2022 was
organised at Late Daulat
Ram Sharma PG College,
here on Oct 14 under the

guidance of Principal
Major- Dr HKS Gajendra
and in the presence of
Asst. Lecturer (English)
Sanjulata Patel. In this
exam a total of 51 students
took part and it was peace-
fully conducted.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Oct 16: Jhalmala
pond is getting dirty again
due to slow pace of beauti-
fication and the filth has
started increasing due to
the beautification and de-
velopment work being not
done not completed for al-
most 2 years. Recently, in
the meeting of the
Municipal Council, due to

the slow pace of beautifica-
tion in the pond, there was
a lot of displeasure by the
public representatives and
after which the municipali-
ty administration had
asked to send a notice to the
concerned contractor and
due to the objection of the
ward residents and public
representatives, it was said
that the pond should not be
given on lease for fish farm-

ing till the completion of
the beautification and de-
velopment works. But ac-
cording to the residents of
the ward, fish seed has
been put in the pond by the
fish farmers, due to which
the agitated people had
lodged a strong objection
by going to the municipali-
ty in the past and also sub-
mitted a memorandum to
the chairman of the munic-
ipality. The residents have
alleged that poultry farm
sewage and chemicals are
being put in the pond by the
fish farmers to increase the
fish, due to which pollution
increases in the pond and
the water of the pond re-
mains unfit for use. On this
subject, Chief Municipal
Officer Hori Singh Thakur
has said that the pond will
be inspected and action will
be taken accordingly.

Sakola school girls outshine
in gymnastic event

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Oct 16: State level
school gymnastic champi-
onship organised in
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
district witnessed
Bilaspur division winning

22 gold, 23 silver and 17
bronze medals. In this
championship girls of
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Sakola
under Pendra block once
again bagged the champi-
onship in all the three age
groups ( 14, 17 and 19
years).

This school won the

championship for the 21st
time and created a record
in itself. Thirty students of
this school were part of
this championship. PTI
Ritesh Singh has the cred-
it of introducing gymnas-
tic sports among the girls
of this tribal belt.

In Vaulting Table Reema
Sawle was first, Sushma
Otti was second and
Poonam Tiwari came
third. In Pure Exercise
Reema Swali was first. In
17 year Girls Vaulting
Table event Sania Bhakre
came first.

On the success of girls
of his school Principal
Ayodhya Singh Paikra, lec-
turer Akshay Namdeo,
Head Master of Middle
School Nisha Pandey and
others boosted the moral
of students and assured to
be always with the girls.

MK Sondre appointed President,
Kirtan Nag as Treasurer SDKAS

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Oct 16: The
meeting of Shashakiya
Divyang Karamchari-
Adhikar Sangh (SDKAS)
was held in Shiv Mandir
temple premises in
Vishrampuri under Bade
Rajpur block here on
Sunday. On this occasion
Hari SinghJha- regional V-
P of SDKAS was present as
an observer.

In this meeting the fol-
lowing office bearers were
appointed - President block
unit Bade Rajpur-
Mahendra Kumar Sondre;
Kirtan Nag- Treasurer;
Tiju Ram Netam-
Secretary; Aishulal
Dhamgaiyya Chief
spokesman; Sarita Sethia -
Mahila Sanghatan
Secretary; senior teacher
Subodh Netam as Patron of
SDDKS. On this occasion,

Sukhdev Netam,
Sangmitra Aade,
Shivendra Sahu, Prabha
Bhuarya, Dil Ram
Kashyap, Ganesh Ram
Netam, Parmeshwar Patel,
Ram Singh Mandavi,
Sukhit Ram Narange, Usha
Kosare, Basanti Sahu were
present. Soon the next
meeting of Sangh will be
organised in Bade Rajpur
for expansion of the work-
ing committee of SDKAS.

Our priority is to provide 
better education: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 16: With the
priority of better educa-
tion and quality educa-
tion, District Collector
Vinay Kumar Langeh re-
viewed the works of the
Education Department on
various agendas in the
Collectorate Hall here.

Taking detailed infor-
mation on more than 15
points, the Collector in-
formed about timely avail-
ability of teachers in
schools, model toilets,
availability of running
water under Jal Jeevan
Mission, implementation
of Mahtari Dular Yojana,
operation of kinder-
garten, scholarship regis-

tration, reviewed on distri-
bution of uniforms, mid-
day meal, and operation of
Swami Atmanand School.

Under the action plan
for dismantling the dilapi-
dated buildings, he direct-

ed to complete the neces-
sary action before disman-
tling. The Collector also
inquired about the admis-
sion of children in private
schools under Right to
Education in the meeting

and along with this, he di-
rected for regular check-
ing of school buses for the
safety of school children
and to make children and
parents aware on road
safety.

As per the instructions
of the government, caste
certificates are being pro-
vided to the children in the
school itself. In this re-
gard, the Collector direct-
ed all BEOs, BRCs and
CACs to organize camps in
schools. Along with this,
he also reviewed the works
done under the Jal Jeevan
Mission for the availabili-
ty of running water in
schools and instructed the
concerned CEO, Janpad
Panchayat to inspect the
completion and submit the
report.

Additional Collector
Bhagwan Singh Uike,
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development
Department D Tigga,
District Education Officer
Sanjay Gupta, all BEOs,
BRCs and CACs were pres-
ent in the meeting.
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p In state level Ch’ship

p And quality 
infrastructure as well

Meeting held in Vishrampuri

Incomplete pond strewn
with dirt and fish breeding

Jeevandeep executive committee meeting concludes

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, Oct 16:
On October 15, Sukma
District Collector Haris
Svisited various villages of
Chhindgarh block. During
this, he inspected the vil-
lages like Kundanpal,
Kunna, Ramapuram,
Pendalnar, Pedaras etc.
Apart from discussing
with the villagers. District
Panchayat CEO DN
Kashyap, Chhindgarh
Janpad Panchayat CEO CL
Devangan and concerned
officers-employees were
present during the 
inspection.

Collector Haris S  in-
spected Kanya Ashram
Kundanpal and directed
that the children should be
provided quality food ac-
cording to the menu chart.

He took stock of the con-
struction of the Kunna to
Michwar road and gave
necessary directions.

Along with this, the
Collector also inspected
the Anganwadi Center
Kunna, Kedaras PDS,

Ramapuram Dam. He also
observed the bridges and
culverts located at Pedaras
and Pusgunna. The
Collector inspected the
construction of primary
school and Anganwadi
center in Tangar Ras and

gave necessary directions
to the concerned.

Collector Haris S. While
discussing with the vil-
lagers in Pendalnar and
Kunna, instructed the con-
cerned officers to take im-
mediate action on their de-

mands. On receiving infor-
mation about the villagers
not getting ration, the
Collector reprimanded the
Gram Panchayat Secretary
of Kunna and directed
them to solve their prob-
lems within two days.

Collector gets apprised with problem of villagers Collector, SP inspect Naxal 
affected areas on motorcycle
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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Children during launch of ‘Child Marriage Free India’ campaign at Sanjay Camp, Chanakyapuri, in New Delhi, Sunday.

BRIEF

Boat capsize 
Katihar: Seven peo-
ple died in an incident
of boat capsize that
took place at the con-
fluence of the Ganges
and one of its tribu-
taries in Bihar, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.
According to Udayan
Mishra, District
Magistrate (DM) of
Katihar, the boat car-
rying 10 people, all
agricultural labourers
returning from work,
had capsized late on
Saturday at the conflu-
ence of Ganges and
Barandi.

RSS meet
Prayagraj: A four-
day national executive
board meeting of the
RSS, which will dis-
cuss the expansion
work of the Sangh as
well as the prevalent
current issues, began
in Gauhania here on
Sunday. Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat and general
secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale attended the
meeting and paid flo-
ral tributes to a por-
trait of ‘Bharat Mata’.

Suicide
Indore: Noted TV seri-
al actor Vaishali
Thakkar allegedly
committed suicide on
Sunday by hanging
herself in her house in
Indore city of Madhya
Pradesh, police said.
She was 29. After being
alerted by residents in
the vicinity, police per-
sonnel opened the door
of her house in Saibag
Colony and found her
hanging from the ceil-
ing fan with a stole in
her room, police officer
RD Kanwa told PTI.

Arrested 
Chandigarh: Former
Punjab minister
Sunder Sham Arora
was arrested by the
state vigilance bureau
for allegedly offering a
bribe of Rs 50 lakh to
one of its officers to
“settle” the ongoing
inquiries against him,
a senior official said
on Sunday. Arora, who
joined the BJP after
quitting the Congress
in June, was arrested
on Saturday night in
Zirakpur in Mohali
when he tried to al-
legedly hand over the
cash to the Assistant
Inspector General of
the vigilance bureau.

Adopt
Jamshedpur:Senior
officials in
Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district
have “adopted” 187 gov-
ernment-run schools to
help improve the stan-
dard of education in
the institutions in view
of the disruptions
caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic. Deputy
Commissioner Vijaya
Jadav has adopted one
middle school each in
Patamda, Ghatsila,
Dumaria and
Baharagora in the dis-
trict, as part of the
Abua Aasdra’ (Our
School) initiative, an of-
ficial said Sunday.

Congress party presidential
candidate Shashi Tharoor
has tea at a roadside stall
during his visit to Lucknow,
Sunday.

Bhopal, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday re-
leased textbooks in Hindi
of three subjects for
MBBS students as part of
an ambitious project of
the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment to impart med-
ical education in the Hindi
language.

Terming it as an impor-
tant day in history, Shah
said Madhya Pradesh has
become the first state in
the country to start the
MBBS (Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of
Surgery) course in Hindi.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi speaks in
Hindi on the international
platforms to send across a
message to the world. This
boosts the confidence of
the young people in India,”
Shah said addressing a
gathering after unveiling
the textbooks of medical
biochemistry, anatomy
and medical physiology
subjects in Hindi for the
MBBS students at a func-

tion in Madhya Pradesh
capital Bhopal. In the 21st
century, some forces adopt-
ed the “brain drain” theo-
ry (migration of skilled
professionals), but Prime
Minister Modi has
changed it to the “brain
gain” theory, he said.

“This day will be writ-
ten in the history in gold-
en letters,” Shah said after
releasing the MBBS

course textbooks in Hindi
at the function where
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Medical
Education Minister
Vishvas Sarang were also
present.

Shah said he feels proud
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
in Madhya Pradesh has
fulfilled the dream of

Prime Minister Modi by
launching medical studies
in Hindi.

“This moment marks
the revival of the educa-
tion sector in the country
and I thank the prime min-
ister for it,” he added.

Shah said the work is on
to start technical and med-
ical education in eight
other languages of the
country.

The MBBS course in
Hindi was launched as
part of the National
Education Policy and soon
it will be started in other
languages also, he said.

Now, the students of the
country will not have any
inferiority complex about
not knowing the English
language and they can
study with pride in their
own language, the Union
minister said.

“Modiji has called for
imparting medical and en-
gineering education in
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Gujarati,
Bengali and other lan-
guages.\

Shah releases textbooks 
in Hindi for MBBS students 

Hails PM Modi for speaking in Hindi on international platforms

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during the release of
the Hindi books for the first year of medical courses as
part of a project of the Madhya Pradesh government to im-
part medical education in the Hindi language, at Lal
Parade Ground in Bhopal, Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Rain gushed through
holes in the rotting tin roof
covering the pyre, the
wind blowing away the tar-
paulin villagers tried to
put. Havildar Shiv Kumar
was finally cremated with
diesel, the gathering dark-
ness metaphor for the an-
guish of his family and the
despair of a village at the
edge of India’s capital.

On the border between
Delhi and Gurgaon,
Daurala is the nowhere vil-
lage without piped water,
proper drainage or even
sewer connections, slip-
ping through the cracks
from the high octane devel-
opment of its environs.
That Kumar was denied
dignity in death that trau-
matic September evening
underscored for its people
the hopelessness of their
situation.

“It was my son’s 40th
birthday when he came
back home in a flag-draped
coffin. What aggravated
my pain was that his mor-
tal remains were con-

signed to flames using
diesel from a tractor,” said
Kumar’s mother Ramvati.
Kumar was posted with 24
Grenadiers in Jaipur
when he got dengue. He
was shifted to the army’s
Research and Referral
Hospital here on
September 22 and the body
was brought to the village
on September 23 amid
heavy rain. What hap-
pened after that is a case
study of all that is wrong,
the villagers told PTI.
Almost every house in

Daurala sends men to the
armed forces and it was
the first time in several
decades that a soldier from
the village died on duty.

“We have a population of
around 800 people, of
which only 300 are eligible
to vote. We don’t matter to
them. There’s nothing
called basic infrastructure
in the village,” retired
hawildar Diwan Singh told
PTI, his eyes fixed on the
glittering high-rises of
Gurgaon visible from
every corner of the village.
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A jawan’s death and 
a Delhi village lost in time

Daurala village at the edge of Delhi doesn’t have proper
roads, piped water supply, sewage network, community
centre or even basic facilities for cremation of dead.

Chennai, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The DMK’s first goal is
to emerge victorious in all
the 39 Lok Sabha seats in
Tamil Nadu and the lone
Puducherry segment as
well in the 2024
Parliamentary election,
party President and Chief
Minister M K Stalin said
here on Sunday.

The next goal is to facil-
itate formation of a new
government at the Centre
that is committed to the
principles of social jus-
tice and federalism, he
said.

“During the run-up to
the (Lok Sabha) election
(in 2024), we will take po-
litical steps aimed at it,”
he said in a video-mes-
sage. It is the first edition

of DMK’s public outreach
initiative through a video-
message series titled,
“Answers of one among
you.” (Ungalil Oruvanin
Pathilgal in Tamil).

The DMK has come
with a Tamil political slo-
gan, “Narpathum
Namathe, Nadum

Namathe.” It could be
roughly translated as, “All
the 40 Parliamentary con-
stituencies are ours, the
country is ours as well.”

The outreach pro-
gramme’s objective is to
respond to queries raised
in social media platforms
by the people on matters
like Dravidian ideology,
Dravidian model regime,
administration and so on,
the DMK said. Party pres-
ident and Chief Minister
Stalin would answer ques-
tions.

To a question on NEET,
Stalin said he is confident
that Tamil Nadu could get
an exemption from the
test. “Do not come to a
conclusion that it will not
happen simply because
there is a delay.”

‘Goal is to win 2024 LS polls, help
form non-BJP govt at Centre’

M K Stalin

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

They have been cured of
leprosy years ago, but
Malesh still cannot eat at
restaurants or travel in
public transport without
inviting uncomfortable
glares to his bandaged
hands, while Saheli is
forced to beg after being
denied jobs for her ap-
pearance.

Malesh and Saheli’s sit-
uation is shared by sever-
al others at the West Patel
Nagar Lok Mata Kusht
transit camp where
around 43 families of lep-
rosy survivors reside.

Everything is separate
for the camp’s residents

whether it be temples,
grocery shops, milk
booths or drinking water
taps, said a leprosy sur-
vivor, who believes that
society makes even the
cured feel as “untouch-
ables”. “People give me

dirty looks. Till date, we
do not get served in
restaurants and have to
take our own vessels if we
want to eat food. When we
travel in public transport
like buses or autos, no one
wants to sit next to us,”

said Malesh, 55, who was
cured of the disease 18
years ago but suffers from
physical deformities to
his hands and legs. For
Saheli begging was the
only option left after she
was denied employment
on several occasions as
people turned her away
because of her appear-
ance and physical defor-
mities.

“I did not even have the
option to work. As soon as
people saw deformities of
my body, they turned me
away. I am now forced to
beg but that is the only
way I am able to manage
two meals a day,” the 42-
year-old said.

CURED BUT OSTRACISED

Leprosy survivors ordeal far 
from over, continue to battle stigma

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  1166::

Navratna PSE NMDC in associ-
ation with Brahma Kumaris,
spiritual movement that origi-
nated in Hyderabad, organized
a Talk on “Stress Management”
at its Head Office in Hyderabad
on Friday. Participating in the
Government’s ‘Har Din, Har
Ghar Ayurveda’ initiative, a six-
week long programme from
September 12 to October 23,
2022, NMDC is organizing vari-
ous programmes ensuring Jan
Bhagidari at its Head Office
and major Projects. 

Promoting ‘Ayurveda for
Mental Health’, NMDC Head
Office invited Sister B.K.
Anitha from the Brahma
Kumaris organization to deliver
talk on “Stress Management”
on Friday 14.10.2022. Speaking
on the occasion, Sister B.K.
Anitha emphasized on the

power of positivity in dealing
with stressful situations and
said, “One must face problems
with an empathetic approach,
mindful of other people’s jour-
ney as well. We need to appre-
ciate the present and value
ourselves in order to grow and
lead a peaceful life.” A session
on Yoga and Pranayam for
Mental Wellbeing was also
organized on 13th October
2022 in association with
Namaste India Foundation. Shri

Brijbhushan Purohit, President,
Namaste Yoga Foundation
delivered a lecture on
Ayurveda for Mental Wellbeing
and demonstrated Yoga and
Pranayam at Head Office,
Hyderabad. An essay writing
competition on Ayurveda for
Mental Wellbeing and benefits
of Ayurveda was also conduct-
ed today on 15th October 2022
for employees, executives and
apprentice at Head Office,
Hyderabad.

Ayurveda Day celebrations in NMDC 

Kohima, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Nagaland govern-
ment is undertaking coffee
plantation on nearly 10,000
hectares of land and the
organic beverage grown in
the northeastern state is
now being exported to
European and Middle East
countries, an official said.

Around 8,412.49
hectares and 1,419.7
hectares of land are cov-
ered by plantations of
Arabica and Robusta cof-
fee respectively, the official
said. The state govern-
ment has set a target to
cover 50,000 hectares of
land by 2030, he said.

With Nagaland having
micro-climatic condition,
the soil is very suitable for
coffee, the official claimed.

Coffee plantation was
first started in Nagaland
in the early 1990s but it

was not a success then as
there was no market link-
age with the project, the of-
ficial said. In October 2014
the Nagaland government
resumed the revival of cof-
fee plantations throughout
the state with Land
Resources Development
(LRD) as the nodal agency
and now the organic coffee
grown in this hill state is
being exported, said
Additional Director of
LRD, Albert Ngullie.

Kohima district has the
highest coverage of
2649.69 hectares of land
while Zunheboto district
has 1025.9 hectares of land
under organic coffee plan-
tations. “Our target is to
make it a successful plan-
tation and the farmers
have to benefit,” he said.
Under the post-COVID-19
economic recovery plan
supported by North

Eastern Council (NEC),
360 coffee pulping ma-
chines were procured and
distributed across the
state.

The pulper caters to
about 1,000 hectares of cof-
fee plantation clusters in
the state which are at the
threshold stage for bear-
ing cherries, he said.

The LRD is carrying out
coffee plantation activities
with the support of the
state government and
NABARD while the tech-
nical and management
support has come from
Coffee Board, he said,
adding that even the seeds
are produced from Coffee
Board certified nurseries.

The Coffee Board is sup-
porting the department in
providing training to the

farmers and also conduct-
ing exposure trips to other
states, he said, adding that
the Coffee Board has also
been supporting the coffee
growers with government
aided subsidies through
direct benefit transfers.

Joint Director LRD
Banchamo Ngullie said
plantation, quality produc-
tion and market linkage
are being looked into by
the department.

In order to transform
the economy of the state
and alleviate poverty, cof-
fee is the alternative and
for that the government
needs to make sufficient
budget allocation under
state funds, he said.

LRD Project Officer
(Coffee) Dr Menuosietuo
Tseikha said the depart-
ment is taking utmost care
on providing quality cof-
fee seeds and also ensur-

ing reasonable market
prices to the coffee grow-
ers. While the department
is engaged in expanding
coffee growing areas, he
said it is also engaged with
Nagaland Coffee, which
exports the coffee product
of the state to internation-
al markets.

The LRD is not only en-
gaged in promoting coffee
farmers, but it is also ex-
tending barista training to
promote coffee-based en-
trepreneurship among ed-
ucated unemployed
youths. It also helps in es-
tablishment of coffee bars
across the state.

Deputy Director of
Coffee Board, Jorhat,
Assam, P P Chaudhury
said that the Board has
been supporting around
400 coffee growers in a
year covering around 200
hectares of land.

Coffee plantation on nearly 10,000 hectares of land 
 In Nagaland

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday put
out an animation video of
Rahul Gandhi to take a dig
at the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
evoking a sharp response
from the Congress which
said that calling the video
“pathetic” is an under-
statement.

The BJP put out on
Twitter the over two-
minute-long animation of
Gandhi portraying him as
Asrani’s character from
the movie Sholay.

In the video, digs have
been taken over Congress
MLAs quitting in Goa,

leaders quitting and join-
ing Ghulam Nabi Azad
and infighting in
Rajasthan among other
things.

“Mummy, why doesn’t
suffering end? It’s over
Tata..goodbye,” the BJP
tweeted along with the ani-
mation in an apparent ref-
erence to Rahul Gandhi
and his mother Sonia
Gandhi.

Reacting to the move,
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
said, “BJP’s latest formula
to counter the success of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra.
Frustration + Desperation
= Animation.”

“To call the video they
have put out pathetic is an
understatement!” Ramesh
said.

BJP puts out animation video
of Rahul on Bharat Jodo Yatra
 Cong slams 

it as frustration,
desperation

Ayurveda for Mental Wellbeing



FLOODING

Locals look at cars abandoned by the sea following heavy thunderstorms, in the village of Paliokastro, on the island of
Crete, Greece. It has been reported that at least one person has died with others missing due to the severe flooding.

RUSSIAN AIR FORCE FIRES A ROCKET

In this handout photo taken from video and released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Sunday, Oct. 16,
An Su-25 ground attack jet of the Russian air force fires a rocket on a mission over Ukraine.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, MONDAY,  OCTOBER 17,  2022

London, Oct 16 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Liz Truss, just over a
month into the job, is al-
ready seen as increasingly
unlikely to ride out the
turbulence within her own
Conservative Party and
the financial markets,
with her former leader-
ship rival Rishi Sunak the
odds-on favourite to make
a comeback for 10
Downing Street.

At the end of a tumul-
tuous week in British poli-
tics which saw Truss sack
her close friend and trust-
ed aide Kwasi Kwarteng
who was enforcing her
own economic policies as
Chancellor, the mutinous
voices within the govern-
ing Conservatives contin-
ue to flag how Sunak had
warned against much of
the financial meltdown
that would follow his
rival’s unfunded tax-cut-

ting policies. The former
British Indian Chancellor
adopted a silent approach
as he hosted two pre-
scheduled parties at a cen-
tral London hotel this
week to thank his Ready
for Rishi leadership cam-
paign team and officials at
the UK Treasury. “His ap-
proach is one part I told
you so’ but rather more a
sense of sadness. He just

says: It didn’t have to be
like this’,” a friend was
quoted by The Sunday
Times’ as saying. As the
Oddschecker bookies’
odds aggregator showed
Sunak racing ahead as the
favourite to replace Truss,
his team is said to be eye-
ing what would be one of
the most remarkable polit-
ical comebacks in British
politics. According to in-

siders, the UK-born
Indian-origin politician,
who lost to Truss in the
Tory membership vote
after being the clear fron-
trunner among his parlia-
mentary colleagues, is
steering well clear of any
accusations of plotting
against Truss as he spends
time in his constituency of
Richmond in Yorkshire.

Among the possibilities
being considered by Tory
rebels is to avoid another
full-blown leadership elec-
tion by getting members of
Parliament to unite be-
hind one particular candi-
date. Sunak is not seen as
an all-out favourite for that
because the fierce loyalists
from former Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s
camp, who still blame his
resignation as Chancellor
for their leader’s exit in
the wake of the partygate
scandal, are unlikely to
rally behind him.

Bookie odds favour Rishi Sunak comeback
amid turbulence for UK PM Liz Truss

Cairo, Oct 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has very
good personal relation-
ship with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El
Sisi and he has been
wanting to visit the key
north African country for
some time, but the Covid-
19 pandemic has disrupt-
ed the travel schedule,
India’s top diplomat has
said.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar,
who is in Egypt on his
maiden visit at the invita-
tion of his Egyptian
counterpart Sameh
Shoukry, made the re-
marks in response to a
question during his inter-
action with the Indian
community here on
Saturday. When asked
when he would advise
Prime Minister Modi to
visit Egypt, Jaishankar

said, “he doesn’t need my
advice (to travel to
Cairo)”. “The Prime
Minister has a very good
personal relationship
with President Sisi. I
know that he has been
wanting to visit (Egypt)
for some time. It is one of
those situations, partly
Covid, that has disrupted

the travel schedule. But I
can assure you it’s very
much on his mind,”
Jaishankar said.

“From my side, he will
(the prime minister) only
get further motivation (to
visit Egypt),” he added.
The last prime ministeri-
al visit from India to
Egypt took place in 2009

when Dr. Manmohan
Singh visited Cairo for
the Non-Aligned Summit,
according to the Indian
Embassy website.

In response to another
question on his assertive
diplomacy, Jaishankar
said he doesn’t think he is
being assertive, but it’s
because of the situations.

“I still believe that at
the end of the day it’s im-
portant to explain your-
self...at times there is a
lack of fairness in which
your position is por-
trayed. I don’t think we
should let that pass. We
are not doing justice to
ourselves if we do that,”
he said.

“As a country, it is im-
portant for us to be clear
in the projection of our
interests, to be articulate
and explain why we are
doing or taking the posi-
tions that we are doing,”
he added.

Visiting Egypt very much on PM Modi’s mind: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks during his
interaction with the Indian community in Egypt, in Cairo.

Washington, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Indian govern-
ment is keeping a watch
on the growing trade
deficit to check if there
is a disproportionate in-
crease in the gap against
any one country, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said.

“Trade deficit is actu-
ally growing,” she said.
“It is growing across the
board, meaning we are
importing a lot more
than exporting. And the
net is definitely going
against us. But, we’re
also keeping a watch as
to if there’s a dispropor-
tionate increase against
any one country,”
Sitharaman said, re-
sponding to a question
on the increase in trade
deficit against China to
nearly USD 87 billion.

India’s trade deficit
with China widened in

2021-22 and continues to
do so in 2022-23, the
Ministry of Commerce

data showed. In the fi-
nancial year 2021-22
(FY22), the trade deficit

was recorded at USD 72.9
billion, up nearly USD 29
billion from FY21’s fig-

ure of USD 44 billion. In
2020-21, the trade deficit
was recorded at USD 48.6
billion.

“Equally, if you look
into the items that are
imported, they are less of
final consumption goods
and more of intermedi-
aries. And when I say
more of raw materials
and intermediate goods,
it’s also got a potential
for value addition and
exports,” Sitharaman
said.

“So, I wouldn’t want to
immediately get anxious
about this net deficit,
meaning imports being
far higher than exports,
because I think carefully
if you look at it, the kind
of imports that are hap-
pening are very essen-
tial, also for our industri-
al activity and for our
value addition for ex-
ports purposes,” she
said.

Indian govt keeping watch on increasing trade deficit, says Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during her interaction with a group of Indian-
overseas scholars & students from various US universities; University of Maryland,
Harvard University, American University, Georgetown University & Princeton University,
in Washington DC, USA. BJP MP G.V.L. Narasimha Rao is also seen. 

Beijing, Oct 16 (PTI):

As he is all set for a
record 3rd five-year term
in power and perhaps for
life, President Xi Jinping
on Sunday warned that
China will not “renounce
the use of force” to unify
Taiwan with the main-
land and vowed to ad-
vance the modernisation
of the country’s military
to world-class standards to
protect national sover-
eignty, security and devel-
opmental interests.

Taiwan considers itself
a sovereign state but
China views the self-ruled
island as a breakaway
province. Beijing has not
ruled out the possible use
of force to achieve unifica-
tion.

“We will not renounce
the use of force and will
take all necessary meas-
ures to stop all separatist
movements” in Taiwan,

Xi said on the opening day
of the week-long key once-
in-a-five-year Congress of
the ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC),
which is widely expected
to confer an unprecedent-
ed 3rd five-year term on
him. Except for Xi, all the
top leaders of the party,
including the number two
leader Premier Li
Keqiang, would be re-
placed or reshuffled dur-
ing the Congress as the
administration headed by
69-year-old Xi is complet-

ing a 10-year tenure.
However, the Congress is
expected to endorse Xi’s
continuation as he has al-
ready been declared a
“core leader” of the party
on par with its founder
Mao Zedong. Xi’s continu-
ation in power will for-
mally end the over three
decade practice of its top
leaders retiring after com-
pleting two-five-year
tenures.

In a show of unity, al-
most all retired former
leaders of the party — in-
cluding Xi’s predecessor
Hu Jintao, former presi-
dent Jiang Zemin and for-
mer premier Wen Jiabao
along with a host of for-
mer leaders — attended
Sunday’s opening ceremo-
ny at the ornate Great
Hall of the People and
were seen cheering key
aspects of his speech
spanning one hour 45
minutes.

Won’t renounce use of force to unify Taiwan: XiIran’s celebrities
face reprisals for

supporting protests
Baghdad, Oct 16 (AP):
Singers, actors, sports
stars the list goes on.
Iranian celebrities have
been startlingly public in
their support for the mas-
sive anti-government
protests shaking their
country. And the ruling es-
tablishment is lashing
back. Celebrities have
found themselves targeted
for arrest, have had pass-
ports confiscated and
faced other harassment.

Among the most notable
cases is that of singer
Shervin Hajipour, whose
song “For “ has become an
anthem for the protest
movement, which erupted
Sept. 17 over the death of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini
in police custody after she
was arrested for not abid-
ing by the Islamic
Republic’s strict dress
code.

Kyiv, Oct 16 (AP):

Pro-Kremlin officials on
Sunday blamed Ukraine
for a rocket attack that
struck the mayor’s office
in a key Ukrainian city
controlled by the sepa-
ratists. Separately,
Ukrainian officials said
Russian rockets struck a
city across from the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, injuring six
people.

The attacks on both
sides came as Russia has
lost ground in the nearly
seven weeks since
Ukraine’s armed forces
opened their southern
counteroffensive. Last
week, in retaliation, the
Kremlin launched what is
believed to be its largest
coordinated air and mis-
sile raids on Ukraine’s key
infrastructure since

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24. The
municipal building in sep-
aratist-controlled Donetsk
was seriously damaged by
the rocket attack. Plumes
of smoke swirled around
the building, which had
rows of blown-out win-
dows and a partially col-
lapsed ceiling. Cars near-
by were burned out.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of casualties.
Kyiv didn’t immediately
claim responsibility or
comment on the attack.

Kremlin-backed sepa-
ratist authorities have
previously accused
Ukraine of numerous
strikes on infrastructure
and residential targets in
the occupied regions,
often employing the U.S.-
supplied long-range HI-
MARS rockets, without
providing corroborating

information. Separately,
Ukrainian authorities on
Sunday reported that at
least six people were
wounded as a result of
rocket attacks across from
Zaporizhzhia, Europe’s
largest nuclear power
plant, where Russia has
stationed its troops.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko,
deputy head of the
Ukrainian president’s of-
fice, said that two resi-
dents of Nikopol had been
hospitalized following the
strikes, which also dam-
aged five power lines, gas
pipelines, and a raft of
civilian businesses and
residential buildings.

Russia and Ukraine
have repeatedly accused
each other of firing at and
around the plant, which
continues to be run by its
pre-occupation Ukrainian
staff.

Ukraine: Rockets strike mayor’s
office in separatist Donetsk

ZZaappoorriizzhhzzhhiiaa,,  OOcctt  1166  ((AAPP))::
Regions of southern Ukraine
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin illegally annexed saw
more heavy fighting Saturday
as Ukrainian soldiers pressed a
ground campaign to recapture
one, and Russian forces explod-
ed long-range missiles and
Iranian-made drones in anoth-
er. A missile strike also serious-
ly damaged a key energy facili-
ty in Ukraine’s capital region,
the country’s grid operator said.
Following mounting setbacks,
the Russian military has worked
to cut off power and water in
far-flung populated areas while
also fending off Ukrainian coun-
terattacks in occupied areas.
Dmytro Pocishchuk, a hospital
medic in the Zaporizhzhia
region’s capital who has treated
dozens of people wounded dur-
ing Russian attacks in recent
weeks, said people sought safe-
ty outdoors or in his building’s

basement when the familiar
blasts started at 5:15 a.m.
Saturday. “If Ukraine stops,
these bombings and killings will
continue. We can’t give up to
the Russian Federation,’”
Pocishchuk said several hours
later. He put a small Ukrainian
flag on the broken windshield of
his heavily damaged car. Russia
has lost ground in the nearly
seven weeks since Ukraine’s
armed forces opened their
southern counteroffensive. This
week, the Kremlin launched
what is believed to be its largest
coordinated air and missile
raids since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24.

Kyiv region Gov. Oleksiy
Kuleba said the missile that hit
a power site Saturday morning
didn’t kill or wound anyone.
Citing security, Ukrainian offi-
cials didn’t identify the site, one
of many infrastructure targets
the Russian military tried to

destroy after an Oct. 8 truck
bomb explosion damaged the
bridge that links Russia to the
annexed Crimean Peninsula.

Ukrainian electricity trans-
mission company Ukrenergo
said repair crews were working
to restore electricity service,
but warned residents about fur-
ther possible outages. Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, the deputy head
of the Ukrainian president’s
office, urged residents of the
capital and three neighboring
regions to conserve energy.

“Putin may hope that by
increasing the misery of the
Ukrainian people, President
(Volodymyr) Zelenskyy may be
more inclined to negotiate a
settlement that allows Russia to
retain some stolen territory in
the east or Crimea,” said Ian
Williams, a fellow at the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies, a policy organization
based in Washington.

Ukraine and Russia work to gain
advantage in annexed regions

Biden: Truss plan a
‘mistake’ amid

‘worldwide inflation’
Portland, Oct 16 (AP):
President Joe Biden called
embattled British Prime
Minister Liz Truss’ aban-
doned tax cut plan a “mis-
take,” and said he is wor-
ried that other nations’ fis-
cal policies may hurt the
US amid “worldwide infla-
tion.”

Biden said it was “pre-
dictable” that the new
prime minister on Friday
was forced to walk back
plans to aggressively cut
taxes without identifying
cost savings, after Truss’
proposal caused turmoil
in global financial mar-
kets. It marked an unusual
criticism by a US presi-
dent of the domestic poli-
cy decisions of one of its
closest allies. “I wasn’t the
only one that thought it
was a mistake,” Biden said
on Saturday. “I disagree
with the policy, but that’s
up to Great Britain.”
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Need to eradicate
poverty

It is distressing to learn that

more than 700 million people

continue to live in extreme

poverty, struggling to meet the

most basic needs such as

health, education, and access to

water and sanitation.Poverty

has been a major issue in the

world.The United Nations (UN)

aims to end extreme poverty by

2030, with everyone having

equal access to economic re-

sources and improved re-

silience to social and environ-

mental shocks. Poverty is more

than just a financial problem; it

is a multifaceted phenomenon

that includes a lack of both in-

come and the basic capabilities

to live in dignity. The 2030

Agenda recognizes that eradi-

cating poverty in all of its

forms and dimensions, includ-

ing extreme poverty, is the

greatest global challenge and a

necessary condition for long-

term development.Every year

on October 17, the world com-

memorates the International

Day for the Eradication of

Poverty, which is celebrating

its 30th anniversary this

year.This is a day to remember

those who are affected by

poverty's consequences, such

as hunger, violence, and home-

lessness as well as the need to

eradicate poverty in all of its

forms globally. India has yet to

rise out of poverty. The country

was experiencing an outbreak

of poverty both before and

after independence. Poverty is

a national as well as a human

problem, and everyone in the

country must work together to

eradicate poverty while also

ensuring adequate physical

and mental health.We must

create a fair globalization that

provides opportunities for all

while also ensuring that rapid

technological development sup-

ports our efforts to eradicate

poverty.

Dr. Krishna

KumarVepakomma

Humane secular 
verdict 

No kudos is enough for

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia for

his most humane secular ver-

dict with utmost compassion

for the girl child, due respect

towards her educational

rights, dignity and independ-

ent choice of attire. This is

called sense of justice. May the

tribe of Justice Dhulia in-

crease and have the last laugh

so as to restore sanity and sen-

sitivity in this society. As far

as symbols depicting religion

is concerned ; perhaps turban

vermillion tilak or sandal

paste on the forehead don't

qualify as "antithesis to secu-

larism". It seems the citadel of

Secularism simply falls apart

solely due to the "threat"

named hijab. Hope the larger

bench of the Supreme Court

will prevent the "invasion on

the privacy" and "attack on the

dignity" of the hijab-clad stu-

dents as rightly pointed out by

Justice Dhulia and they be

warmly welcomed in the

Karnataka schools to pursue

their education. And yes fra-

ternity needs to be pursued by

respecting heterogeneity in all

front, not by annihilating di-

versities which form the real

essence of India.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata
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Villagers near breached portion of an embankment along the Brahmaputra River, in Morigaon district of Assam, Sunday, Oct. 16.

EMABANKMENT BREACH IN MORIGAON

C ausing inordinate delays in providing information requested
for under the RTI Act due to one reason or the other, even if

not purely intentionally but largely because of not being fully acquaint-
ed with the Act, is tantamount to its violation which in simpler words
means disregarding the powers of the Parliament which made the Act.
The said Act, needless to add, is made to empower the citizens of the
country to know what they desired as regards specific information re-
quested for related to public institutions and Government authorities
except in respect of such information which is purely personal having
no relation with public activity, Bank information, classified and securi-
ty related information and information in respect of private citizens
and the like. If a particular information is caused to be denied to an ap-
plicant simply because of the belief that certified copies of the relevant
information as requested could not be dispensed with as it was not
provided for under the said Act is not justified. In a case where such in-
formation was sought in respect of the documents of the land acquired
for the purposes of Industrial Growth Centre SIDCO Phase 2 in Samba
district, such wrong interpretation of the Act caused delay which has
been viewed seriously by the Chief Information Commissioner. In fact,
in simple parlance and in ordinary course, any information provided is
presumed to be factual and strictly according to the available informa-
tion and records. What problem, therefore, should be there, as such, in
certifying the same to be true and issuing the information as requested
by an applicant. The Act not only provides enough powers to a citizen
to visit the concerned department / office and inspect the particular
document and get the information but even the duly certified copies
thereof too obtained. Further stipulation and which is the core of the
entire gamut of the Act is issuing the information ''within 30 days'' and
that is what the CIC has reiterated and even gone to the extent of di-
recting the concerned UT authorities comprising Assistant
Commissioner Revenue, four Block Development Officers and a Chief
Medical Officer to stick to timelines. It seems that an approach right
from the beginning in the instant case has been not strictly as per the
provisions of the Act even when after being dissatisfied with the re-
sponse received in respect of negation of “certified copies”, the appli-
cant filed the first appeal which was not adjudicated by the First
Appellate Authority making things complicated. It was only after filing
second appeal, the applicant received the information which was
brought into the notice of the Commission. In this connection, the CIC,
therefore, has desired that the timelines be strictly adhered to in future
which is 30 days from the date of receipt of the application. Time limits
in respect of transfer by Public Information Officer (PIO) to another
Public Authority (PA) is 5 days and issuing notice to third party by the
PIO is again 5 days from the date of the receipt of the application. Time
limits are, again, of special significance in the Act as delays would not
otherwise be caused but defining what a delay meant in extent and
limit which therefore makes it obligatory on the PIO to arrange the de-
sired information to the applicant to adhere to timelines and not cause
an applicant to feel aggrieved and thus impinging upon its exercising
the right to know. It is an admitted fact that since lot of discretionary
powers are vested in and exercised by public authorities , the same
could be abused at times which needed not only to be discouraged but
an element of accountability and responsibility established. Records,
decisions, orders, execution of directions etc are becoming part and
parcel of such public institutions as records which an ordinary citizen is
empowered under the RTI Act to know. That way it can be seen as a
major step towards citizen – Government participation.

Compliance of RTI 
Act timelines

A ll around us, climate
change is worsening ex-

isting disadvantage. In Australia,
we need only look to low-income
households hit harder by rising
energy and fuel prices, and flood
responses in northern New
South Wales overlooking the
needs of people with disability.
These are examples of "climate
injustice". In our research on cli-
mate change and social justice
in Australia, we have found
again and again that people al-
ready experiencing marginalisa-
tion are most vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change.

But importantly, these are
often the groups leading social
movements to demand that eq-
uity and fairness for current and
future generations are at the
heart of climate action. Sadly,
climate justice is still not central
to current climate deliberations,
as shown in Labor's recent re-
fusal to rule out new coal and
gas projects despite the huge
impact on emissions. These
complex injustices will require
transformative policy responses
to ensure no one is left behind.

CClliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  mmaakkeess  
eexxiissttiinngg  iinneeqquuaalliittiieess  wwoorrssee

Over the past decade, we
have conducted feminist and
participatory research projects
about climate justice, in partner-
ship with grassroots communi-
ties. We have found climate

change acts to reinforce existing
systems of oppression and in-
equality. People who already ex-
perience marginalisation and
disadvantage in our community
are worse placed to weather cli-
mate extremes. If you are living
in low quality housing and strug-
gling to pay the bills, you will not
have spare cash to cool your
home during a heatwave. Many
other researchers have come to
similar conclusions. We know
climate change is already forc-
ing some Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to leave
their traditional homelands.

We also know violence can in-
crease against women and chil-
dren during and after extreme
weather events as it did after the
enormous 2009 Black Saturday
fires. There has been discrimina-
tion against LGBTQIA+ peoples
in disaster recovery. And low in-
come earners face increased
costs of living to cope with un-
bearable heat or cold. When we
think about climate action, we
tend to think of solar panels,
electrified transport and wind
turbines. That's because climate
policies focus on technology-
based answers. For instance, in
Western Australia's 2020 climate
policy, "hydrogen" is mentioned
58 times while the word "peo-
ple" is only used once. This focus
on "techno-fixes" promotes cli-
mate solutions while overlooking
entrenched systems of disadvan-
tage and injustice.

LLiivviinngg  oonn  CCoouunnttrryy  
iiss  bbeeccoommiinngg  hhaarrddeerr

Australia's remote Indigenous
communities already face real
challenges in living on Country
as global heating intensifies. As
Wardaman woman and Central
Land Council policy director
Josie Douglas told The
Guardian, without action to stop
climate change, people will be
forced to leave their country

and leave behind much of what
makes them Aboriginal. The
way the Aboriginal Health
Council of WA describes climate
change is telling: it is "a disease
that [ ] affects and impacts on
every living thing". As climate
change affects Country, impacts
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples include per-
sonal grief and loss, water and
food insecurity, and destruction
of sacred places and wild food
networks.

Issues such as poor-quality
housing make it increasingly dif-
ficult for First Nations peoples to
live on Country. Cheaply built
cement houses become swelter-
ing hotboxes. Importantly, this is
a story of strength and re-
silience. Many First Nations peo-
ples are highly active in re-
sponding to the threat, cam-
paigning for climate justice
through better protection of
Country. First Nations peoples
are also developing community-
owned renewable energy so
they can live and work on
Country with greater energy in-
dependence. And a group of
Torres Strait Islanders took their
human rights complaint against
the federal government to the
United Nations over the govern-
ment's inaction on climate
change. They won.

CClliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  ccaann  kkiillll
Over the Black Summer of

2019 20, forests up and down
the east coast burned much
more land than usual. The dense
smoke from these fires led to
the death of an estimated 445
people, the bushfire royal com-
mission heard. This is the stark-
est example of how climate
change can worsen health. But it
can also operate in insidious
ways. Two years ago, Western
Australia released the findings
of the world's first public inquiry
on how climate change affects

health. It found children and
youth, farming communities,
people with disabilities, low in-
come earners and older people
at particular risk.

Climate change also worsens
gender inequality and social jus-
tice issues such as poverty,
homelessness, and unemploy-
ment. For instance, as climate
change upends traditional farm-
ing and fishing livelihoods, some
women are forced to shoulder
more unpaid labour caring for
family and community health
and wellbeing. Australia's over-
stretched (and highly feminised)
social services workforce is now
increasingly having to respond
to the fallout from climate
change. Young people told us of
their growing grief and distress.
As one teenage respondent said,
climate change can be sad and
overwhelming for young people,
particularly due to our power-
lessness to fix the issue.
AAccttiioonn  ccaann  hheellpp  oonn  mmaannyy  ffrroonnttss

Communities are adapting,
building resilience, and working
to stem climate change. They
demand just climate solutions
upholding the rights of people
and the planet and address the
structural drivers of disadvan-
tage, like colonialism. The
worldwide school strike move-
ment has galvanised a genera-
tion, confronted world leaders
and shifted the views of power-
ful institutions. 

Climate activism is also a
proven way of countering a
sense of powerlessness and eco-
anxiety. From farmers and bush-
fire survivors to sportspeople
and parents, Australians with
lived experience of climate
change are turning to collective
action to demand a safer world.
Their approach adds to the over-
whelming evidence that social
justice and equity need to be at
the heart of climate action. 

Climate change makes existing inequalities worse

T HE Modi government
has been trying to im-

pose Hindi as the official lan-
guage through various means.
The recent instance is the re-
port of the Committee of
Parliament on Official
Language headed by the union
home minister, Amit Shah.
The 11th volume of the com-
mittee’s report has been pre-
sented to the president of
India. One of the recommen-
dations in the report is that:
“Medium of instruction and
other activities should be
Hindi in all technical and non-
technical institutions in the
country and use of English
should be made optional”.
This is with reference to cen-
tral institutions ranging from
IITs, central universities and
Kendriya Vidyalayas.

If this is implemented, it
would mean that students of

non-Hindi background would
have to qualify in the en-
trance examinations for these
institutions in Hindi and also
adopt the Hindi medium of
instruction. This would be
patently discriminatory
against those whose mother-
tongue is not Hindi.

When this proposal met
with strong opposition from
some of the non-Hindi state
governments, it was clarified
that Hindi would be the com-
pulsory medium of instruc-
tion in central educational in-
stitutions situated in the Hindi
states while in the other non-
Hindi states, the respective re-
gional languages would be the
medium of instruction.

This, however, does not
solve the problem. Central
universities or IITs in Hindi-
speaking states would only
admit students who are

equipped for the Hindi medi-
um of instruction. Thus these
central institutions, which
have a pan-India character,
will now be open only to
Hindi-knowing students.
Thus, the Delhi IIT or a cen-
tral government university
like the Banaras Hindu
University would become out
of bounds for non-Hindi stu-
dents. The same would apply
to the faculty.

If central educational insti-
tutions situated in the non-
Hindi states adopt the state/re-
gional language as the medi-
um of instruction, then it
would serve only students of
that state or region. This
would mean that the all-India
character of these institutions
would be nullified. A demo-
cratic language policy would
require that all the 22 lan-
guages listed in the Eighth

Schedule as national lan-
guages are treated on an equal
basis. The recommendations
of the official language com-
mittee in other matters too
militate against this equality.
For instance, the committee
has recommended that more
than 50 per cent of the budget
of government advertise-
ments should continue to be al-
located to Hindi language ads.

To demand that the main
language of a state should be-
come the medium of higher
education and administra-
tion in that state is the right
step. This should be applica-
ble to state-level institutions.
Hence it will be Hindi in
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil in
Tamilnadu and so on. But to
give primacy to Hindi in cen-
tral educational institutions
is to discriminate against
other national languages.

Amit Shah, as the union
home minister, has been con-
sistently pushing the idea of
‘One Nation, One Language’.
In 2019, while delivering his
first speech on Hindi Divas,
he had stated: “India is a
country of different lan-
guages. Every language has
its own importance. But it is
absolutely essential that the
entire country has one lan-
guage that becomes the identi-
ty of the nation in the world.

If there is any language
that can tie the whole coun-
try in one thread, it is the
most spoken language of
Hindi”. This is in line with
the RSS slogan of ‘One
Nation, One Language, One
Culture’. In a multi-lingual,
multi-cultural, diverse coun-
try like India, the efforts to
impose Hindi will only lead
to discord and disunity.

No Imposition of Hindi

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

NAOMI JOY GODDEN

Brij Bhardwaj

P opular rule is expected to return to Jammu and Kashmir in March
or April next year after elections for Assembly in the Union

Territory. The revised electoral rolls are expected to be ready by end of
the year after that process of holding elections to Assembly will start.
The thinking in official circles is that law and order situation in the UT
has improved and there should be no difficulty in holding elections.
State of Jammu and Kashmir was turned into two union territories after
Article 370, which gave special status to state of Jammu and Kashmir,
was abrogated,. One comprised of Jammu and Kashmir province while
Ladakh was turned into a separate territory. Along with the holding of
elections, Central Government may also consider the question of restor-
ing statehood to Jammu and Kashmir, as was indicated when Article
370 was abrogated. The Centre feels that law and order situation has
improved considerably in UT to make it possible to hold elections. There
are few sporadic incidents from time to time involving foreign elements
trained in Pakistan who are sent into the UT by groups based in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir. A large number of militants involved in recent inci-
dents of killing of persons belonging to minority community have been
eliminated. The biggest gain is that educational institutions and mar-
kets are functioning normally and large number of tourists are visiting
the UT. It is hoped that in near future UT will also attract investment to
set up industries so that jobs could be provided for educated unem-
ployed young men and young women. The BJP is hopeful that it will
emerge as largest single largest party in the UT in the coming elections.
It is hopeful of not only retaining its hold in Jammu province but also get
few seats in Kashmir region. It is targeting backward communities like
Paharis and Gujjars who may get reservations in jobs under the
Scheduled Tribe act . This is under active consideration and may be
done before the elections are held. The Congress party which in the
past was a main challenge to BJP in Jammu region has been consider-
ably weakened after senior leader and former chief Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad left the party and floated a regional outfit. Pro-independence
or pro Pakistani outfits like Hurriyat Conference are no more active and
no one hears anymore calls for hartal or a protest march which was a
regular feature in the past. Regional parties like National Conference
and PDP remain active and have pockets of influence in Kashmir Valley,
but their influence in Jammu region has declined. The balance of seats
in the Assembly between Jammu and Kashmir province has also under-
gone a change and both will find almost equal representation in the as-
sembly. As such one may notice many changes in Jammu and Kashmir
when elections are held in 2023. The State will remain a Muslim majori-
ty State despite fears expressed in some quarters. Kashmir is totally
Muslim with number of minority community reduced considerably,
while Jammu province has about 30 per cent Muslim population.
Despite Ladakh region becoming a separate identity Jammu and
Kashmir remains a composite UT with a mixed population. Another
gainer after abrogation of Article 30 are women who were married to
non State subjects. Under the State subject law men marrying women
from outside conferred all rights on them but women on the other hand
were deprived of all if they married non state subjects . This included
right of jobs and property inheritance. They are positive gainers and
also are displaced persons who settled in Jammu and Kashmir after par-
tition of country who were treated as outsiders . Talks are on to estab-
lish new industries in the UT which include setting up a dry port in
Jammu and Kashmir to facilitate exports . This will provide facilities like
custom clearance in the UTitself and dispatch of goods in containers to

JK Assembly elections
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BFSI sector
Chennai: Corporates
engaged in the bank-
ing, financial services
and insurance (BFSI)
sector continued to
drive leasing in terms
of office space during
the third quarter of
the year in the city, a
report by real estate
consulting firm CBRE
South Asia Pvt Ltd
has said. Chennai's of-
fice space absorption
during the third quar-
ter of the year stood at
1.7 mn sq ft with BFSI
accounting 28 per cent
technology corporates
at 23 per cent, respec-
tively, the study 'CBRE
India Office Figures
Q3 2022' revealed.

WBSEDCL
Kolkata: The West
Bengal State
Electricity
Distribution
Company Ltd (WB-
SEDCL) has invited
expressions of inter-
est for setting up elec-
tric vehicle charging
infrastructure in pub-
lic-private partner-
ship (PPP) to boost e-
mobility in the state,
an official said on
Sunday. The state-run
utility has sought bids
from interested opera-
tors to build 205 charg-
ing or battery-swap-
ping stations for dif-
ferent types of vehi-
cles, he said.

Indian Bank
Chennai:Public sector
Indian Bank has
signed a memorandum
of understanding with
heavy commercial ve-
hicle major Ashok
Leyland Ltd to provide
easy credit to micro,
small and medium en-
terprises for the pur-
chase of vehicles, the
bank said. The general
manager of the bank
Narendra Kumar
Sharma has exchanged
documents with his
counterpart in Ashok
Leyland Neelakantan
C, said a statement
from the bank.

Alok Industries 
New Delhi:

Integrated textile
company Alok
Industries on
Saturday reported a
widening of its con-
solidated net loss to Rs
191.50 crore for the
second quarter that
ended on September
30, 2022. The company,
which was acquired
by Reliance Industries
along with JM
Financial Asset
Reconstruction
through NCLT-moni-
tored insolvency pro-
ceedings last year, had
reported a net loss of
Rs 84.11 crore in the
July-September quar-
ter a year ago. Its rev-
enue from operations
was down 10.81 per
cent to Rs 1,698.58
crore during the quar-
ter under review as
against Rs 1,904.57
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the last fiscal, Alok
Industries said in a
BSE filing.

Altigreen 
New Delhi: Reliance
Industries-backed
electric commercial
vehicle maker
Altigreen is looking to
raise up to Rs 1,000
crore next year to
drive in new models,
expand operations in
domestic and interna-
tional markets, ac-
cording to company
Founder and CEO
Amitabh Saran. The
Bengaluru-based com-
pany, which had
raised Rs 300 crore
from various entities
including Reliance
earlier this year, is de-
veloping electric vehi-
cles to cater to the last
mile transportation.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Mumbai: Bollywood actress Bhagyashree with models presents a creation by designer
Sanjukta Dutta (L) during the Lakme Fashion Week in Mumbai, Sunday, Oct. 16.

Washington, Oct 16 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
said that the rupee has not
weakened but it is the dol-
lar that has strengthened,
as she defended the 8 per
cent slide in the value of
Indian currency against
the greenback this year.

Speaking to reporters
after attending the annual
meetings of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank, she asserted that
the fundamentals of the
Indian economy were
strong and that inflation
was low compared to other
parts of the world.

"First of all I would look
at it as not rupee sliding, I
would look at it as dollar
strengthening, dollar

strengthening incessant-
ly," she said in reply to a
question on weakening
rupee. All other curren-
cies around the world are
performing against a
strengthening dollar, she
said. "And I'm not talking

technicalities, but it is a
matter of fact that India's
rupee probably has with-
stood this dollar rate going
up, the exchange rate in
favour of dollar strength-
ening is there and I think
Indian rupee has per-
formed much better than
many other emerging
market currencies."

The rupee settled at
82.35 against the US dollar
on Friday, having touched
another record low of
82.68 on Monday after
which the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is likely to
have intervened. Some an-
alysts say the central bank
may have spent nearly
USD 100 billion in the past
year to defend the rupee.

India's forex reserves
stood at USD 532.87 billion
in the week through

October 7, a far cry from
USD 642.45 billion seen a
year back. The RBI as well
as Sitharaman have in the
past attributed the decline
in the forex reserves to val-
uation changes arising
from appreciating US dol-
lar. Sitharaman on
Saturday evening said the
RBI efforts aimed at only
curbing excess volatility
and its intervention in the
market are not to fix the
value of the rupee. "I think
efforts by the RBI (are)
more towards maintain-
ing a certain... more to-
wards seeing (that) there
is not too much of volatili-
ty," she said. "It is not to in-
tervene in the market to
fix the value of the rupee.
So, containing the volatili-
ty is the only exercise that
RBI is involved in.

Rupee is not sliding, dollar is
strengthening: FM Sitharaman

Bhubaneswar, Oct 16 (PTI):

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik inaugurat-
ed IBM's Client Innovation
Center (CIC) here on
Sunday.

Speaking at the IBM CIC
inaugural function,
Patnaik said most of the IT
companies have set foot in
Bhubaneswar and Odisha
is now fast emerging as a
technology resource hub.

"Over the years, the
resurgent Odisha has
scripted success stories in
many spheres. It is march-
ing ahead with renewed
confidence towards a New
Odisha adopting new
ideas, innovation and en-
trepreneurship," he said .

The enabling environ-
ment, facilitation service
and huge talent pool avail-
able here have turned
Odisha into a destination
of choice, he said.

"Opening up of the IBM
Client Innovation Center

adds yet another water-
shed moment, signifying
the fast changing IT
ecosystem in the state," the
chief minister said.

The CIC, Bhubaneswar,
is set up in line with the
forays IBM has been mak-
ing into emerging cities to
get access to the diverse
and rich talent available
across the country. The
Center will fast-track the
digital transformation and
economic growth of the re-
gion, as IBM Consulting
continues to strengthen its

Hybrid Cloud and AI
Consulting capabilities de-
livered to global clients out
of India, the company
said. "The expansion of
our network of CICs is in-
tegral to supporting the
growing needs of our
clients as they accelerate
their business transforma-
tion journey. Our teams
will utilize their end-to-end
delivery capabilities
throughout the entire sys-
tem development life cycle,
from design to architec-
ture to creation," said Amit

Sharma, Managing
Partner - Global Delivery,
IBM Consulting.

He said Bhubaneswar is
fast emerging as a key tal-
ent hub in the country and
this Center will provide
these technology profes-
sionals with the opportuni-
ty to do impactful work for
clients not just in India but
across the world.

The new CIC will lever-
age the IBM Garage
method of delivery, an ap-
proach that helps IBM Co-
create', Co-execute', and Co-
operate' transformative
business and complex tech-
nology solutions with its
clients and ecosystem part-
ners, he said. The expanded
presence of IBM in
Bhubaneswar will create
opportunities for existing
employees as well as enable
the company to harness the
potential talent including
graduate hiring from the
technical educational
ecosystem in Odisha.

Patnaik inaugurates IBM’s Client Innovation Center

Ahmedabad, Oct 16: 

Vahak, India’s most
trusted transport commu-
nity, today announced the
launch of #ProfitSeYaari
festive offers that can be
availed by users on its
Mobile App and Web site
for load and lorry book-
ings done till October 31,
2022.

Announcing the launch,
Karan Shaha, CEO and
Co-founder of Vahak, said,
“Post the pandemic, this
festive season is one of the
busiest times for all trans-
port sector players. With
the exponential growth in
online shopping, many
transport businesses are
witnessing more truck-
loads, stricter deadlines,
longer hauls and extra
work to get timely return
loads. This is where Vahak
has stepped in to simplify
operations for both ends of

the spectrum. With the
new festive offers, we are
maximising profits for
transport ecosystem play-
ers during the peak de-
mand season.”

This October, shippers –
transporters, agents and
brokers – completing load
bookings via Vahak pay-
ments will get flat 4% cash
back, while carriers, in-
cluding lorry owners and
truckers, will get 2%
Vahak Rewards on top of
load booking payments re-
ceived on the app.
Detailing the offers, Karan,
says, “Vahak is fast becom-
ing a one-stop-shop for the
Indian logistics sector, pro-
viding a conducive trusted
ecosystem for both ship-
pers and carriers. Ahead of
the festive season, we have
brought these interesting
offers centred around the
needs of the Indian truck-
ing community.”

Vahak introduces
#ProfitSeYaari festive offers

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Domestic IoT start-up
Sensorise expects to more
than double its revenue to
Rs 160 crore this fiscal on
account of an increase in
the adoption of connected
devices communications
and portfolio expansion, a
senior company official
said.

Sensorise Chief
Technology Officer Vijaya
Vivek Kamath said that
the company had recorded
revenue of Rs 72 crore in
2021-22.

"We have been doubling
our turnover every year.
We are now venturing into
various industrial use
cases and overseas. The
current business bringing
growth for us and we are
looking at venturing into
end-to-end solution for
large system integration
along with our parent firm
Rosemerta.

Sensorise expects 
to double revenue to
Rs 160 cr this fiscal

Mumbai, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Centre is mulling a
scheme under which it
will take over state high-
ways having high-traffic
density for expansion,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said.

Gadkari, who handles
the road transport and
highways portfolio, said a
state highway will be ex-
panded into a four or six
lane road by the Centre
and toll will be collected
for 25 years before hand-
ing the asset back to the
state.

" We will take that high-
way from the state govern-
ment (and) will collect the
toll," Gadkari said, speak-
ing at a convention organ-
ised by the Association of
National Exchanges
Members of India (ANMI)
here. The minister, who
has built a reputation for

constructing mega road
projects across the coun-
try, exuded confidence that
the money invested for a
particular highway's ex-
pansion into a 4-6 lane car-
riageway can be recovered
in 12-13 years itself.

He, however, did not
offer any elaboration on
the evinced plan like if the
Centre is in talks with any
states or the overall outlay
under this or if such an ac-
tivity will be undertaken
by partnering with a pri-
vate entity.

Centre eyeing state highways with
high traffic for lane expansion, 

toll collection: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Passenger vehicle ex-
ports from India increased
2 per cent in the second
quarter, with Maruti
Suzuki India leading the
segment with dispatches
of over 1.31 lakh units, as
per the latest data by
Society of Indian
A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers.

The total passenger ve-
hicle (PV) exports stood at
1,60,590 units in the July-
September period as com-
pared with 1,57,551units in
the same period a year
ago.

Passenger car ship-
ments saw a 5 per cent dip
at 97,300 units while utility

vehicle exports rose 16 per
cent at 63,016 units during
the period under review,
data by the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)
showed.

Export of vans declined
to 274 units in the
September quarter as
compared with 297 units
in the same period last fis-

cal year. Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) led the seg-
ment during the period,
followed by Hyundai
Motor India and Kia India
at the second and third po-
sitions, respectively.

MSI, the country's
largest carmaker, export-
ed 1,31,070 PVs in the peri-
od under review, as com-
pared with 1,03,622 units

in the same period of the
previous fiscal year.

MSI's top PV export
markets include Latin
America, ASEAN, Africa,
the Middle East and neigh-
bouring regions, while its
top five export models
comprise Baleno, Dzire,
Swift, S-Presso and
Brezza.

Hyundai Motor India's
foreign dispatches stood at
74,072 units during July-
September period, up 11
per cent from 66,994 units
in the year-ago period.

Similarly, Kia India ex-
ported 44,564 units across
global markets in the peri-
od under review as com-
pared with 23,213 units in
the last fiscal year.

India’s passenger vehicle exports
up 2 pc in Q2; Maruti Suzuki leads

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

Foreign investors have
pulled out nearly Rs 7,500
crore from the Indian equity
markets in the first two
weeks of October on con-
cerns of monetary policy
tightening by the US Federal
Reserve and other central
banks globally, which could
hamper global economic
growth.

With this, the total out-
flow by foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) has reached to
Rs 1.76 lakh crore so far in
2022, data with the deposito-
ries showed. Going forward,
FPI flows are expected to re-
main volatile in the coming
months due to ongoing geo-
political risk, elevated infla-
tion, expectation of rising

treasury yields, etc,
Shrikant Chouhan, Head-
Equity Research (Retail) at
Kotak Securities, said.

"The markets were cau-
tious ahead of the release of
the US CPI print, which may
determine the pace of fu-
ture rate hikes in the US," he
added. According to the
data, FPIs withdrew Rs 7,458
crore from equities during
October 3-14. This came fol-
lowing an outflow of over Rs
7,600 crore in September on
the hawkish stance of the
US Fed and the sharp depre-
ciation in the rupee.

Prior to this, FPIs made a
net investment of Rs 51,200
crore in August and nearly
Rs 5,000 crore in July. Before
July, foreign investors were
net sellers in Indian equities

for nine months in a row.
The latest pullout by FPIs

was largely driven by the
concerns of the monetary
policy tightening by the US
Fed as well as other central
banks globally, which could
hamper global economic
growth, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said.

"The major trigger for FPI
selling is the sustained rise
in the dollar and expecta-
tions that the dollar will con-
tinue to remain strong in
the current global macro
construct," V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

FPIs withdraw Rs 7,500 cr from Indian
equities in Oct on rate hike concerns

Indore, Oct 16: 

To commemorate and
celebrate 75 years of
India's Independence, the
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi dedicated 75 Digital
Banking Units (DBU) in 75
Districts to the nation
today. Bank of Baroda
(Bank), one of India's lead-
ing public sector banks,
opened 8 DBUs as a part of
these 75 DBUs launched by
the PM. The 8 Bank of
Baroda DBUs have been
opened in Indore, Kanpur
Dehat, Karauli, Kota, Leh,
Silvassa, Vadodara and
Varanasi.

In Indore, the opening of
the DBU was attended in
person by Member of
Parliament Sankar
Lalwani, Executive
Director of Bank Of
Baroda Ajay Kumar

Khurana, General
Manager & Zonal Head,
Bank Of Baroda, Bhopal
Zone Shri Girish C
Dalakoti, Deputy General
Manager (Network),
Madhya Pradesh Vipin
Kumar Garg, Regional
Manager of Bank Of
Baroda, Indore Region
Rajesh Bairagi and staff
members of Bank Of
Baroda graced the occa-
sion.

All the services at the
DBUs will be offered in a

digital, paperless and com-
pletely secure manner. To
cater to the needs and pref-
erences of a vast cross-sec-
tion of people, the DBU
will provide services in
two modes - 1) a Self
Service Zone and 2) a
Digital Assistance Zone
that will provide assisted
service.

The DBUs services
being offered under self-
service mode are available
24x7, 365 days a year. These
services include cash

withdrawals& deposits, ac-
count opening, opening of
Fixed Deposit/ Recurring
Deposit, availing Digital
Loans, Passbook printing,
balance enquiry, fund
transfer and a host of
other services.

Sanjiv Chadha,
Managing Director &
CEO, Bank of Baroda said,
"In line with the
Government of India's vi-
sion for a Digital India, the
Digital Banking Units
being launched today will
help more people access
digital banking products
and services conveniently
& securely and will play a
key role in promoting fi-
nancial literacy and finan-
cial inclusion in a digital
manner. At Bank of
Baroda, we have been on a
digital transformation
journey and this far-reach-
ing initiative will ensure
that the benefits of digital
banking reaches citizens
across the length and
breadth of our country."

PM Modi inaugurates 75 DBUs in 75 districts
̈ Bank of Baroda

opens 8 of the
DBUs

India has potential
to attract USD 475
bn through FDI in 

5 yrs: CII-EY report
New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI):

India has optimistic growth
prospects for foreign investments
with a potential to attract FDI
flows of USD 475 billion in the
next 5 years, according to a CII-
EY report. Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in India has
seen a consistent rise in the last
decade, with FY2021-22 receiving
FDI inflows of USD 84.8 billio,
despite the impact of the pan-
demic and geopolitical develop-
ments, it highlighted. The report
revealed that 71 per cent of Multi-
National Companies (MNCs) work-
ing in India consider the country
as an important destination for
their global expansion. The opti-
mism is driven by both short-term
and long-term prospects. A major-
ity of MNCs feel that the Indian
economy will perform significantly
better in 3-5 years, with 96 per
cent of respondents being positive
about the country's overall poten-
tial, according to the report titled
'Vision - Developed India:
Opportunities and Expectations of
MNCs'.

A
ctress Deepshikha Nagpal, a well-
known name in the television indus-
try, may now be seen in the Star

Bharat show "Na Umra Ki Seema Ho."
Deepshikha is constantly observed taking
part in extracurricular activities and
events. Speaking about the same,
Deepshikha expressed her love of danc-
ing and the modern dance style Kathak
that she has been learning. She
says, "As actors, we don't get
much time for ourselves
because we're often on
set or on the road,
which is really chaot-
ic. So, now that I
have some free
time, I've begun
learning Kathak
because I feel that it's time to do some-
thing that makes me happy, and dance is
one of them. I believe that actors should
be skilled in all forms of art, therefore now
that I have the opportunity to study
something new, I have been taking
Kathak lessons from Shri Pandit
Gopinath ji's assistant.
She continues, "Kathak is a really
expressive dance form that inter-
ests me, and practicing this
dance form will improve my
profession as an artist. I
used to learn Bharatnatyam
when I was younger, and
I've always admired
dancing as a passion.
Now that my children
are adults and I have
some free time, I've
seized the chance to learn something new
and take a moment for myself.

More praise for
‘Kantara’, this

time from
Anoushka Shetty

Accolades for director Rishab
Shetty's critically acclaimed

Kannada film, 'Kantara' contin-
ue, with actress Anushka
Shetty being the latest to show-
er praise on the film. Taking to
Instagram, Anushka Shetty,
who is among the top actresses
in the Tamil and Telugu film
industries, wrote: "Watched
'Kantara'.. Totally totally loved
it. Congratulations to each and
every actor, producer, techni-
cians." "Team 'Kantara', you all
were amazing, and thank you
all for the experience. Rishab
Shetty you were amazing.
Please watch the movie in the
theatres. Don't miss it", she
added in her Instagram post.
Only a day before, Tamil star
Dhanush and Telugu star
Prabhas had praised the film.
Dhanush said: "'Kantara'...A
Mind blowing!! A must watch...
Rishab Shetty, you should be
very proud of yourself.
Congratulations Hombale Films.
Keep pushing the boundaries. A
big hug to all the actors and
technicians of the film. God
bless."
Prabhas, for his part, had
said: "Watched 'Kantara'
for the second time and
what an extraordinary
experience it has been!
Great concept and a
thrilling climax. A must
watch film in theatres!!!"

ACROSS

1. Baseball hats

5. Formal necktie

10. Farm unit

14. Touch on

15. Tent post

16. Slender

17. ____ Moore of "Indecent Proposal"

18. Chip dip

19. Watch over

20. Aspiring actress

22. San ____

23. Food allotment

26. Directional symbol

27. Adjust again

30. Invent

32. Worn away

34. Self-indulgent

38. Help

39. Lethargic

41. Caviar

42. Come back into view

45. Thinly scattered

48. Defeats

50. Road bends

51. Wise people

54. Decorates

56. Shoe spike

57. Restoration

61. Matures

62. Ski resort

65. Fury

66. Army camp

67. Visitor

68. Correct

69. Poppy or sesame

70. Circus shelter

71. Practice boxing

DOWN

1. Scoundrels

2. Egg on

3. Cougar

4. Mixed

5. Desirable quality

6. Radio noise

7. ____ Ripken of baseball

8. Approvals

9. Pekoe, e.g.

10. Dressed

11. Root for

12. Beatle beatkeeper

13. Bestow

21. Overdue

22. Computer info

24. Commanded

25. Not ever, poetically

27. Back

28. Buffalo's lake

29. Fizzy drink

31. Performs onstage

33. Conks out

35. Makes mistakes

36. Snout

37. Golf pegs

40. Space org.

43. Made happy

44. Mail

46. William or Sean

47. Declares

49. Most tender

51. Nature's bandages

52. Pond growth

53. Web-footed birds

55. Leases

58. Bend

59. Water (Sp.)

60. Sly glance

62. CIA employee (abbr.)

63. Bring to court

64. Writing tool
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There's a great deal of power to your
words today, Aquarius, so be careful how
you use them. You may end up manipulat-
ing another's choices if you aren't careful
with your conduct. Make sure you give
others the freedom and empowerment to
decide things for themselves. Be open and
honest about all the facts that might influ-
ence their decisions in any way.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Answers may not be crystal clear today,
Pisces. They probably won't be laid out in
a neat and organized manner. Get out in
the open air and join friends for a long
bike ride. Fly a kite or feel the wind blow
through your hair on top of a mountain
peak. The answer is flowing through the
air around you. Stop looking down at the
ground for the information you seek.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your head should be quite clear today,
Aries, and your witty comments will be
met with appreciation and laughter. Your
smile will delight everyone you encounter.
Don't be afraid to let your feelings out to
those who need to hear them. Focus your
energy on the ones you love. Your heart is
warm and generous, so share it with other
people today.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Don't worry about probing too deeply
today, Taurus. Trust people more than you
normally would. You will find that things
go much more smoothly if you approach
them from a neutral or positive and not
accusatory position. Listen to the people
you care about the most. They're trying to
convey important information. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might consider taking a short trip
today, Gemini. Perhaps you need to get
out of the house and go across town.
Whatever it is, introduce your brain to a
new reality. It's time to expand and
explore. You itch to see new places and
experience new things, either physically
or mentally. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your mind might be stimulated today,
Cancer, so stay alert and open to new
information. If you feel tired, take a short
nap. It's better to operate at top speed
and full capacity than go through your
day only half present. Don't rely on exter-
nal stimulants like caffeine to pick you up.
These things will deceive your body and
do damage to your nervous system.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Communication is flowing smoothly
today, Leo, so take advantage of this and
get the word out. It's important for you to
make connections with other people now.
Run with your instincts and feel free to
enter into debates. Your words and tone
of voice are very convincing. You could
sell anything to anyone today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't let fear of failure or fear of success
hold you back, Virgo. Even though you may
feel a natural tendency to want to shrink
into the background and take the easiest
route, you might be sacrificing your true
purpose when you do. Become the leader
instead of following the leader. Rid yourself
of all fear and take control of your destiny.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Powerful thoughts are running through
your brain. You will find that this infor-
mation can be transforming, Libra. The
key is to learn from others and incorpo-
rate opposing viewpoints into your state
of mind. Don't automatically disregard
the opinion of another just because it
contradicts your own beliefs. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Information coming your way today
might be unreliable, Scorpio. It could
be hard for you to take a solid hold on
the messages you get. Keep in mind
that there are important answers wait-
ing to be heard. These answers will
come to you when you least expect
them. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Be careful about being manipulated by
another person today, Sagittarius. It's
possible that someone is putting words
in your mouth in order to get you to act
a certain way. Don't fall into this trap.
Be your own person and think for your-
self. Your mind is susceptible and vul-
nerable now. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Information you receive today may get you
stirred up, Capricorn. Remember that it
takes two to start an argument. You play an
equal part in any disagreement. If you want
to promote peace and harmony, your words
and body language must show this. If peace
and harmony aren't your ultimate goal, you
may need to look inside yourself to explore
the reasons why.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will do planning to save
themselves.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai,
Manmohan Tiwari
shares, “Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) sees a
person being murdered
and screams out of fear.
He comes home and
shares the incident with
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre). While she tries to
calm him down, Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) comes to

invite them for dinner as
Tiwari is giving sponsor-
ship to Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) for her
grooming stall at Diwala
Mela. However, a stressed
Angoori turns down the
invitation rudely. The
person who committed
the murder is named
Black Cobra, and he is
now looking for Tiwari.
Later, Angoori comes up
with a plan and goes to
Anita's house, saying
that Ladoo ke bhaiya is
missing. Vibhuti accom-
panies her to the police
station to file a missing

report. The next day,
Anita goes to Angoori's
house to discuss the
sponsorship. Tiwari dis-
guises himself with
beards and moustaches
and introduces himself
as Madmohan Tiwari,
who is Tiwari Ji's cousin.
Will this new getup help
Tiwari escape from Black
Cobra?”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

&TV artists will do
planning to save

themselves B
ollywood actress
Parineeti Chopra
talks about doing

action sequences with co-
actor Sharad Kelkar and
how she had bruises all
over.

She said: "Sharad Sir's
height is 7 feet and we
had to do action in the
film. Typically, the hero-
ine's work is to wear good
clothes, look good, and do
nice hair as if a luxuri-
ous and romantic se-
quence is going to be
shot. Our director told me
that I will have to per-
form action scenes and
that too with Sharad, who
is the enemy in the film."

Parineeti added how
Sharad's heights used to
create difficulty for her to
perform stunts with him.
"Now you see his height
and my height and you
can see he is a seasoned
actor who has done so
many action films for the
past 10-15 years and when
I had to do action scenes
with him then one can
understand. I had used so
many ice packs, heat
packs, and painkillers as
it had hurt me so much."

The 'Hasee Toh Phasee'
actress further recalls
her shooting experience
with 'Agent Raghav' actor
and adds how the shots
used to be perfect after 10
or 15 takes.

"I used to go to hit
Sharad Sir and he used to
just stop me, and I would

have bruises all over. Our
director Ribhu Sir is a
perfectionist and he used
to not be happy with sin-
gle takes and we would go
on to do 8-10 takes. After
10-15 takes the condition
in which I used to go back
to the hotel, what shall I
say now." Sharad praised
Parineeti for the way she
has done action in the
film and said: "Will have
to accept that Parineeti
has done brilliant action
in the film. Such action
and hard work you will

see for the first time in
any film. Physical combat
and hand-to-hand combat
are rarely shown in films
but this film has many."

'Code Name Tiranga'
stars Parineeti Chopra,
Sharad Kelkar, Harrdy
Sandhu, Rajit Kapur and
director Ribhu Dasgupta
are coming on 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' to promote
their film.

'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Parineeti covered in bruises
doing stunts with Sharad Kelkar

B
ollywood action
star John Abraham
has wrapped up

shooting for his upcom-
ing geo-political thriller
'Tehran'.The makers have
released an interesting
video to announce the
wrap. The video sees
'Tehran' principal cast
and crew wield the clap
one last time as it
wraps the final leg
of shooting.

While the video
features John in
a raw, rugged
and intense
avatar,

Manushi sports a fresh
and different look too.
'Tehran' is a film inspired
by true events. The proj-
ect is proving to be a great
learning experience for
the actress, as she earlier
said.

A Maddock Films pro-
duction in association
with Bake My Cake
Films, 'Tehran' is directed

by Arun Gopalan,
written by Ritesh
Shah and Ashish
Prakash Verma, pro-

duced by Dinesh Vijan,
Shobhna Yadav and

Sandeep Leyzell.

John Abraham concludes
shooting for ‘Tehran’

‘Kathak is a very

expressive dance form

that interests me’

A
ctress Raashi
Khanna, who
plays one of the

three female leads in di-
rector P.S. Mithran's up-
coming spy thriller
'Sardar', has called the di-
rector brilliant and a
feminist.

Speaking at a press
conference prior to the
trailer launch event of
the film, which features
actor Karthi in the lead,
Raashi Khanna said:
"Mithran is the most
amazing director I have
ever worked with. He is
extremely, extremely in-
telligent.

"I think the future of
our films are in good
hands if we have film-
makers like Mithran.
After the narration, I was
blown away by the story,
the screenplay, the way
he has written his char-
acters.

"I can say that he is a
sort of a feminist the way
he has written charac-
ters for all of us. So well-
blended! This is a film
where you are basically
blending a spy thriller
with a social cause. It is
so difficult but he has
done it and he has done
such a great job.

"I am so happy I got to
work with you Mithran
and I really look forward
to your future films and I

hope that I get to work
with you real soon. I
think you are brilliant."

The film, which is to
hit screens on October
21, features Karthi in
double action -- one as a
spy and another as police
officer crazy about pub-
licity.

Apart from Karthi, the
film also features
Chunkey Pandey, Laila,
Rajisha Vijayan and
Raashi Khanna among
others.

Director Mithran is
extremely intelligent:

Raashi Khanna
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Cairo, Oct 16 (PTI):

The Indian men's 10m
air rifle troika of
Rudrankksh Balasaheb
Patil, Kiran Ankush
Jadhav and Arjun Babuta
won the country's fifth
gold medal in the ISSF
World Championship here
on Sunday, routing China
16-10 in the title round.

It was also Patil's second
senior world champi-
onship gold in his very
first outing, having won
the individual 10m air rifle
event earlier.

India also picked up a
silver and two bronze
medals on the day to take
their tally to five gold, one
silver and five bronze, to
maintain their second
place behind China in the
standings.

With the women's 10m
air pistol team also mak-
ing the gold medal match,
that tally is certain to go
up further by the end of
the tournament.

The Indian team raced
ahead 14-2 in the final
against a Chinese side
which had Yang Haoran
(double Olympic gold
medallist and two-time
world champion), Lihao
Sheng (Tokyo Olympics
silver medallist) and Song

Buhan (world champi-
onship silver medallist).

China mounted a strong
comeback to win the next
four series and narrow the
gap to 14-10, but the
Indians held their own in
the final series to clinch

the crown. Both the teams
were at each other from
Saturday itself when the
Chinese prevailed over the
Indians, both in round one
of qualification of 28
teams and then in the top
eight second round as

well. In round one, China
edged India by 0.4, while
0.9 was the difference in
round two. In the match
that mattered the most,
however, it was the Indians
who finally stamped their
supremacy over the

Chinese in men's air rifle
in this world champi-
onship edition at least,
winning both the individ-
ual and team titles.

The air rifle women,
who had a heartbreak in
the individual event, re-
deemed themselves with a
bronze in the team event,
prevailing 17-11 in a nail-
biter against Germany.

Meghana Sajjanar shot
two consecutive 10.9s in
the crucial stages to clinch
the deal along with part-
ners Elavenil Valarivan
and Mehuli Ghosh. They
had earlier finished third
in qualification stage two
to miss out on the gold
match by 0.6 points.

In stage one, they had
shot 947.0 to finish second,
a mere 0.1 behind China,
among 30 teams.

Manvi Jain and Sameer
won India's first silver of
the championships, going
down to China's Feng
Sixuan and Liu Yangpan
17-03 in the gold medal
match of the 25m standard
pistol mixed team junior
competition.

They had come second
in stage one of qualifica-
tion with a score of 564 and
then topped stage two with
a combined effort of 378 to
make it to the title decider.

Rudrankksh, Arjun, Kiran win
India’s fifth gold in ISSF Worlds

Thomas Farnik, National Head Coach-Rifle, Suma Shirur, National Coach-Rifle, Arjun Babuta, Kiran
Ankush Jadhav, Rudrankksh Patil and Manoj Kumar, National Coach-Rifle, pose for photographs at
the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Championship Rifle/Pistol campaign in
Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Oct. 16.

Perth, Oct 16 (PTI):

Drushil Chauhan, an 11-
year-old cricket enthusiast,
had a moment to remem-
ber when he got an oppor-
tunity to bowl at skipper
Rohit Sharma during
India's practice session
here ahead of the T20
World Cup.

Drushil was one of the
many kids present at the
WACA ground for the
morning session. He im-
pressed everyone with his
smooth bowling action
after the Indian team ar-
rived for its afternoon prac-
tice session. India skipper
Rohit invited Drushil to
bowl at him in the nets.

"We were at the WACA
for a noon practice session

and kids were finishing
their morning event. We
could see 100-odd kids play-
ing cricket from our dress-
ing room. One caught
everyone's attention, espe-
cially Rohit," Hari Prasad
Mohan, Team India's ana-
lyst, said in a video posted
by the BCCI.

"Everyone was amazed
by his smooth run-up, his
natural talent. He was con-
stantly beating the bat.
Rohit went out to ask him
to bowl few balls in the
nets. It was an amazing
sight." Drushil was invited
to the team's dressing room
as well and he shared some
moments with the coaches
and some of the members.
"I was very surprised, my
dad told me that I might be

able to bowl to him. So I got
really excited," said the left-
arm swing bowler. He said
his favourite deliveries are
inswing yorkers and
outswing balls.

After the net session,
Rohit asked Drushil: "You
stay in Perth; how are you
going to play for India?"

"I am going to go to India
when I'll be good enough,"
replied Drushil as the
Indian captain signed
some merchandise for him.
India will take on Australia
and New Zealand on
October 17 and 19 in the
two official warm-ups
ahead of tournament prop-
er. The inaugural champi-
ons will face Pakistan in
their campaign opener on
October 23.

T20 World Cup: 11-year-old
bowls to Rohit at nets

Geelong, Oct 17 (PTI):

Namibia caused a mas-
sive upset on the opening
day of the T20 World Cup
with a 55-run win over 2014
champions and reigning
Asia Cup winners Sri
Lanka in a group A match,
here on Sunday.

Namibia, who had im-
pressed in the previous edi-
tion 12 months ago as well,
recovered from 93 for six in
the 15th over to post a chal-
lenging 163 for seven in 20
overs. Jan Frylinck (44 off
28) and JJ Smit (31 not out
off 16) did the damage in the
death overs, sharing a
whirlwind 69-run stand off
33 balls to raise concerns in
the Sri Lankan dressing
room.

Nicol Loftie-Eaton had
made a handy 20 off 12 balls
after the reigning Asian
champions put them in to
bat. The Namibian pacers,
led by Ben Shikongo,
wrecked the Sri Lanka top-
order before bowling them
out for 108 in 19 overs for a
memorable win. Shikongo
missed out on a famous hat-

trick after removing opener
Pathum Nissanka and
Danushka Gunathilak off
successive balls in the
fourth over. The dangerous
Bhanuka Rajapaksa (20)
and skipper Dasun Shanaka
(29) tried to make a match
out of it but the Namibians
kept on taking wickets.

David Wiese, Bernard
Scholtz, Frylinck and
Shikongo ended up with
two wickets each in what
was a brilliant bowling per-
formance.

Namibian skipper
Gerhard Erasmus lauded
his players for the special
win but said the team has a
bigger goal in mind.
Namibia had managed to
make the Super 12s in the
previous edition.

"Incredible journey, last
year was a special experi-
ence for us. We've started
with a great win, but lot of
work to do throughout this
tournament still. It's been a
historic day for us. The
opening day has been quite
special but we want to kick
on from here and qualify for
the Super 12 stage.

Geelong, Oct 17 (PTI):

Netherlands avoided a
major scare to register a
three-wicket win over a
spirited UAE in a
humdinger of a match at
the Simonds Stadium,
Geelong on Sunday. UAE
suffered a batting collapse
in the final over of its in-
nings to end with just 111
runs, setting a paltry total
for the Netherlands. Bas de
Leede starred with the ball
to help restrict UAE.

Chasing a paltry total of
111 runs the Dutch pair of
Max ODowd and Vikramjit
Singh walked out at the
crease in an attempt to give
the Netherlands their first
victory of the T20 World
Cup. The innings started
on an aggressive note with
Vikramjit smashing two
boundaries in the very first
over.

However, the first over
was nowhere to indicate
what was about to come as
the UAE bowling depart-
ment bowled magnificent-
ly to dismiss Vikramjit in
the second over and Max

ODowd in the sixth over to
send both the openers
packing within the power-
play. Vikramjit was dis-
missed by Basil Hameed 10
(7) while ODowd 23(18) saw
his timber being disturbed
by Junaid Siddique. The
Netherlands ended their
powerplay at 42-2.

Things got worse for the
Dutch team as they kept
losing wickets, Bas de
Leede 14 (18) was dismissed
by Karthik Meiyappan in
the ninth over, courtesy of
a brilliant catch at cover by
UAE captain CP Rizwan.

Colin Ackermann 17(19)
was dismissed by Aayan
Afzal Khan to keep UAE in
the game, instilling belief
and enthusiasm in the
bowlers despite the low
total.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 16 (PTI):

It doesn't happen that
often. But an Indian foot-
ball team will get a rare op-
portunity to rub shoulders
with the mighty Brazil, in
the FIFA Women's U-17
World Cup here on
Monday.

Hosts India are already
out of reckoning for a
place in the knockouts but
there is no doubting the
fact that their last match of
the tournament will be a
huge learning experience
as the South American
powerhouse is on a differ-

ent level in world football.
Hosts India conceded

three goals in the second
half to suffer a humiliat-
ing 0-3 defeat to Morocco
in their second Group A
match and crash out of the
tournament on Friday.

After the back-to-back
defeats against Morocco
and the USA, who
smashed them 8-0 in their
opener, India head coach
Thomas Dennerby con-
cluded that the team is not
up to the mark technically.

He wants his girls to be
more confident with the
ball while building their

attacks when they play
Brazil in their final match.

"When we have the ball,
we need to feel relaxed and
start playing. We need to
be confident and play a lit-
tle bit more. Now, we have
nothing to lose. I hope the
girls start playing freely,"
said Dennerby on the eve
of the match.

In the latest FIFA rank-
ings released early this
week, Brazil's senior girls
are placed ninth.

Dennerby is very much
aware of Brazil's reputa-
tion, but at the same time,
he thinks his wards are ca-
pable of proving them-
selves on the pitch.

"We have to focus very
hard on defending, but we
also know football is not
only about defending. It
would be nice for us to
score in the tournament,"
he said.

"Brazil are a good team.
And we also know that
Brazil are fighting to en-
sure their place in the
knockout stage. So, I think
they are going to come out
with all guns blazing," the
coach added. The Indian
girls, Dennerby said, are
ready to play for their hon-
our against Brazil.

Chennai, Oct 16 (PTI):

Indian Grandmaster
Arjun Erigaisi on Sunday
hogged the spotlight, beat-
ing world champion
Magnus Carlsen in round
seven of the preliminaries
of the Aimchess Rapid on-
line chess tournament.

The 19-year-old Erigaisi,
who had gone down to
compatriot Vidit Santosh
Gujrathi to make a losing
start in the event, is cur-
rently in fifth place after
eight rounds.

The win over
Norwegian superstar
Carlsen in the seventh
round early on Sunday
was the Indian's first over
the world champion.

Erigaisi won three

straight games, beating
Nils Grandelius (Sweden),
Daniel Naroditsky (USA)
and Carlsen before set-
tling for a draw against
Jan-Krzyszstof Duda
(Poland).

He has 15 points and is
in fifth place behind
Uzbekistan's Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (17 points),
Shahkriyar Mamedyarov
(Azerbaijan) and Carlsen
(both 16) and Duda (15).

Erigaisi had last month
lost to Carlsen in the final
of the Julius Baer
Generation Cup online
tournament. His 54-move
win over the world cham-
pion enabled him to
bounce back after a slow
start to the event and
brought him back in the
top eight.

Another Indian D
Gukesh is in sixth place
with 12 points after mixed
fortunes on the second day
of the preliminaries.

After beating fellow
countryman P
Harikrishna in round five,
he lost to Abdusattorov
and Naroditsky in the
sixth and eighth round re-
spectively. In between, he
beat Grandelius in the
seventh.

Sylhet, Oct 16 (PTI):

A World Cup win is not
very far now, India's star all-
rounder Deepti Sharma de-
clared after the team's
record-extending seventh
Women's Asia Cup title tri-
umph here on Saturday.

Barring an aberration
against Pakistan that came
courtesy some bizarre plan-
ning and experiments, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side
ruled the roost in the conti-
nental T20 tournament.

The final against Sri
Lanka turned out to be a
one-sided affair as they re-
stricted the islanders to a
below-par 65/9 en route to
an eight-wicket victory.

"As a team we did well
right from the first match

till the final. Obviously, it
gives you confidence when
you win the final," Deepti,
who was adjudged Player of
the Tournament, said at the
post-match media interac-
tion.

The 25-year-old off-spin-
ning all-rounder topped the
tally with 13 wickets from
eight matches at an average
of 7.69. She opened the
bowling in the final and re-
turned with tidy figures of
4-0-7-0, setting set the tone.

"As a team we have done
well and backed each other
which is good. Throughout
the tournament, we wanted
to enjoy each and every
game." India have now won
all the editions of the Asia
Cup barring the last time in
2018 when they lost to
Bangladesh.

The 'Women in Blue',
however, are yet to taste
success at the world level.

They have lost the ODI
World Cup finals twice (2005
and 2017), while in the last
edition of the T20I World
Cup in 2020, India finished
runners-up to Australia.

But bolstered by the Asia
Cup win, Deepti said a
World Cup win is not far
now. The next edition of the
T20 World Cup in South
Africa is just four months'
away.

T20 World Cup: Namibia STUN Sri Lanka

Namibia's JJ
Smit (R) 
celebrates a
Sri Lankan
wicket with
Gerhard
Erasmus
during the
Australia
2022
Twenty20
World Cup
cricket 
tournament
match
between 
Sri Lanka
and Namibia
at Kardinia
Park in
Geelong on
October 16.

Netherlands pip UAE in an exciting finish

Netherlands' Tom Cooper
(L) and Colin Ackermann

speak during the Australia
2022 Twenty20 World Cup
cricket tournament match
between Netherlands and
UAE at Kardinia Park, in
Geelong, on October 16.

Indian GM Erigaisi shocks
Magnus Carlsen in

Aimchess Rapid tourney

As rare as it gets: India
play mighty Brazil

Indian U-17 women footballers during a training session ahead of
World Cup 2022 match against Brazil, at Police Battalion ground in
Bhubaneswar.

World Cup win is also not
very far now, says Deepti

Hobart, Oct 16 (PTI):

Two-time champions West
Indies will not have the servic-
es of their celebrated names at
the T20 World Cup but captain
Nicholas Pooran feels the pres-
ence of star power doesn't
guarantee success in a team
sport.
Not many are giving the West
Indies a chance with as many
as 12 players, who took part in
the World Cup 12 months ago,
not travelling to Australia for
different reasons.
The team will be missing the
likes of Kieron Pollard, Dwayne
Bravo and Lendl Simmons who
all have retired from interna-
tional cricket. Andre Russell
and Sunil Narine are also not
here. "I think it should be a
balance with experience and
younger players. If you look at
it, there were a lot of big
names when we won those two
World Cups, but we also had a
lot of big names in the last
year's World Cup, as well, and
we didn't qualify.

It should be a 
balance between

youth and 
experience: Pooran

Hijab row during exam in Bihar college
Muzaffarpur (Bihar), Oct 16 (PTI): 

A college student in
this north Bihar town al-
leged that objectionable
remarks were made
against her by a male
teacher who got annoyed
when she refused to take
off her head-scarf (hijab)
during an exam on
Sunday.

The incident took place
at the Mahant Darshan
Das Mahila College, bet-
ter known by its abbrevia-
tion "MDDM", situated in
the town's Mithanpura lo-
cality where intermediate
students turned up for
their sent up tests.

Students who clear sent
up tests will be eligible to
appear for the final exam-
ination. College Principal
Dr Kanu Priya said, "She

was not prevented from
wearing the hijab. She
was only asked to reveal
her ears since there were
apprehensions that she
might be carrying a
Bluetooth device.

The Station House
Officer of the local
Mithanpura police sta-
tion, Shrikant Sinha, said
the dispute arose when
the tests had just begun.

"Both sides were coun-
selled by us and the
exams were conducted
peacefully. At present,
lodging a case or deploy-
ment of additional forces
in the area is not warrant-
ed. But we will keep a
watch," the SHO said.

The principal said,
"Hijab was not an issue at
all. Many students were
carrying mobile phones,

which was against
norms. The girl in ques-
tion was among those
who were asked to leave
their handsets outside the
exam hall".

The girl was only asked
to reveal her ears as the
teacher, who was one of
the invigilators, needed to
check if she was carrying
any Bluetooth device, the
principal said.

"If the girl had a prob-
lem with that, she could
have informed the exami-
nation controller or me.
But she had other inten-
tions. She rang up the
local police station and
also some local anti-social
elements she seemed to
be knowing. When they
arrived, she created a
ruckus," alleged the 
principal.

Ahmedabad, Oct 16 (PTI): 

At around eight per cent
of Gujarat's population,
Dalits are not a numerical-
ly dominant community
in the state, but their votes
are likely to get divided
among the ruling BJP, op-
position Congress and the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party in the upcoming
Assembly elections, say
political observers.

All political parties are
trying their best to woo the
community, because apart
from 13 seats (out of the
total 182 in the state) re-
served for the Scheduled
Castes, Dalit voters can
also tilt the scales in a few
dozen other seats,
they feel.

While the BJP says it is

confident Dalits will vote
for it in the state Assembly
polls due this year-end, the
Congress says it is paying
attention to seats with 10
per cent or more Dalit pop-
ulation.

The BJP has won a ma-
jority of the 13 seats re-
served for the Scheduled
Castes since 1995. In 2007
and 2012, it won 11 and 10
of these seats, respectively,
while the Congress had
won two and three seats.

But in 2017, the BJP fal-
tered and managed to win
only seven seats, while
the Congress won five.
One seat was won by an
independent backed by
the Congress.

One of the Congress
MLAs, Pravin Maru from
Gadhada, resigned in 2020

and joined the BJP in
2022. BJP's Atmaram
Parmar won the byelec-
tion in the constituency.

Sociologist Gaurang
Jani claimed Dalits in
Gujarat are a confused
community as far as polit-
ical affiliation is con-
cerned.

They are numerically
not as sizable as many
other communities and
divided further in three
sub-castes - Vankar, Rohit
and Valimki.

"They are divided
among themselves, with
the BJP attracting Vankar,
the highest in the stratifi-
cation. They are more
vocal and urban. But
Valmiki, which are mainly
sanitation workers, are di-
vided," claimed Jani, a re-

tired professor of the
Gujarat University.

The three political par-
ties and the three caste
segments will lead to a di-
vision of the Dalit votes,
he said.

"This will lead to their
political significance di-
minishing, especially as
the community lacks a
strong leader," he added.

With the new entrant
AAP laying claim to the
legacy of Dr B R
Ambedkar, the communi-
ty's votes are likely to get
divided three ways, said
Jani.

"The new generation of
the community is con-
fused...The voting pattern
of the youth is going to be
divided among all the
three parties. The divi-

sion will not benefit any
one political party, nor
will it benefit the commu-
nity," he said.

The BJP has been in
power for 27 years. In all
the elections that took
place in these 27 years,
Dalits have equally sup-
ported both the BJP and
the Congress. The BJP has
also taken many initia-
tives to attract Dalits.
Being in power, Dalit lead-
ers were given positions in
different bodies, he said.

"Dalits have enjoyed a
long association with the
BJP," Jani said.

On the other hand, the
Congress could not keep
its grip on the Dalit com-
munity as it has been out
of power for a long period,
he said.

UP man’s body stranded
in Jeddah for 7 months

Shahjahanpur (UP), Oct 16 (PTI): 

For almost two months,
85-year-old Maryam
Begum has been waiting
to perform the last rites of
her son, whose body lies
cold-stored in a mortuary
in Saudi Arabia for last
seven months.
Mohammad Alam, 35, had
gone to Jeddah in Saudi
Arabia for work last year,
and died there on March
30, according to the Indian
Embassy.

His family was in-
formed about Alam's
death only on August 24,
Alam's brother Aftab
Alam said. Since then the
family has written to au-
thorities requesting
Alam's body to be brought
back for his burial in
Shahjahanpur in Uttar

Pradesh, where he hailed
from. However, according
to police, Alam's wife,
Farheen, has also given
her permission to an ac-
quaintance to perform her
husband's last rites in
Jeddah.

Farheen, who lives her
parents in Shahjahanpur,
has in an official letter
given her consent to an ac-
quaintance in Jeddah to
bury Alam there. She in
the letter contended that
the body had already been
kept there for too long.

Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand said
that Alam had gone to
Jeddah for a job and died
there on March 30.

He said that Police after
being informed by the
Indian Embassy about
his death, relayed the

news to family immedi-
ately and also handed
them the consent letter
given by the embassy to
be signed by them. Alam's
mother and brother then
gave their consent to
bring the body back. At
the moment, Alam's body
awaits burial and lies in a
mortuary in Jeddah.

Aftab Alam, who lives
in Mohammad Shah area
under Kotwali Police
Station of the city, told
PTI that his brother
Mohammad Alam had
gone to Jeddah in 2013 for
work and used to visit
Shahjahanpur regularly.
"This time when my
brother went to Jeddah
after COVID-19, he did
not return. He died there
on March 30 this year,"
Aftab said.

Bulk of Rlys’ earning from passenger
fare came from special train services 

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

The Railways
earned Rs 17,526.48
crore from special

train services in 2021-22,
which is almost 45 per
cent of the total passenger
revenue in the financial
year, an RTI reply has re-
vealed.

The Railways ran only
special train services
when it resumed passen-
ger train operations post
the coronavirus pandemic
in May 2020 in a bid to dis-
courage people from trav-
elling in the pandemic.

According to the reply
to an RTI application filed

by Chandra Shekhar
Gaur, the Railways said
that in the pre-pandemic
year of 2019-2020, it
earned Rs 804.78 crore
from running special
trains, in the pandemic
year of 2020-21, the
amount soared to Rs
12,02,7.81 crore and in
2021-22, the revenue was
Rs 17,526.48 crore.

From the sale of passen-
ger tickets, the Railways
generated a total revenue
of Rs 50,669.09 crore in
2019-2020 that dropped to
Rs 15,248.49 crore in the
following year hit by the
Covid pandemic.

The special trains,
which are usually operat-
ed during festivals or dur-
ing all India exams or cer-

tain special events, come
at a increased fare.

While the Railways was
running all its services
under the special train tag
since the outbreak, it nor-
malised operations on
November 2021. The RTI
shows that in 2021-22, the
revenue from passenger
trains also increased sub-
stantially over the four
quarters as more special
trains were introduced.

In the first quarter of
FY 2021-22, the passenger
revenue was Rs 4,921.11
crore, 10,513.07 crore in
the second, Rs 11,873.42
crore in the third and in
the final quarter it was Rs
11,796.81 crore, taking the
total to around Rs 39,104.41
crore for the year.

First indigenously manufactured aluminium
freight train rake inducted in Rlys

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

Lighter than its prede-
cessors, but with more
freight carrying capacity,
the railways first indige-
nously manufactured alu-
minium goods train rake
was flagged off from
Bhubaneswar in Odisha on
Sunday. Manufactured in
collaboration with Besco
Limited Wagon Division
and aluminium major
Hindalco, it also has a
lower carbon footprint for
every 100 kg of weight re-
duction in wagons, the rail-
ways said.

The lifetime carbon sav-
ing is eight to 10 tonnes and
this means, savings of
more than 14,500 tonnes of

carbon for a single rake, it
said. Flagged off by
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, the rake is 180
tonnes lighter than existing
steel rakes, resulting in in-
creased speed and lower
power consumption for the
same distance, the national
transporter said.

"This is a proud moment
for the country and our
drive for indigenisation as
these lightweight alumini-
um wagons are a big inno-
vation for the Indian
Railways," the minister
said. "These wagons save
14,500 tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions, have more carrying
capacity, consume less en-
ergy and are corrosion-re-
sistant. They are 100 per

cent recyclable and even
after 30 years, they will be
as good as new. These alu-
minium wagons will en-

able us to achieve our cli-
mate goals," he said.
Hindalco in a statement
said that with the railways

planning to deploy more
than one lakh wagons in
the coming years, the po-
tential annual CO2 reduc-
tion could be to the tune of
over 25 lakh tonnes, with
around a 15 to 20 per cent
shift to aluminium wagons.
This is a notable contribu-
tion to the country's sus-
tainability goals, it said.

The new generation wag-
ons fabricated by Besco,
based on RDSO-approved
designs, are made from
high strength aluminium
alloy plates and extrusions
indigenously manufac-
tured at Hindalco's rolling
facility at Hirakud in
Odisha, leveraging its glob-
al technology, the state-
ment said.

‘Befitting reply to anyone who
tries to cast evil eye on India’

New Delhi, Oct 16 (PTI): 

India has never tried to
hurt any country, but a be-
fitting reply will be given if
anyone tries to cast an evil
eye on it, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Sunday, amid a lingering
border row with China in
eastern Ladakh. In his ad-
dress at a virtual event,
the defence minister em-
phasised that strict vigil is
being maintained at the
borders and that the coun-
try is ready to deal with all
challenges.

"India is a peace-loving
nation which has never
tried to hurt any country,
but if any attempt is made
to disrupt peace and har-
mony in the country, a be-
fitting reply will be given,"
he said. The defence min-
ister noted that bolstering
the security apparatus by
equipping the armed

forces with indigenous
state-of-the-art weapons is
the top priority of the gov-
ernment.

He also urged the citi-
zens to contribute to na-
tion-building by tran-
scending sectarian barri-
ers and imbibing the qual-

ities of national pride and
patriotism, found in abun-
dance in every Indian sol-
dier and freedom fighter,
according to the defence
ministry. The event,
"Shaheedon ko Salaam",
was organised by an NGO
named "Maruti Veer

Jawan Trust".
Singh said the armed

forces personnel, rising
above the barriers of re-
gion, religion, caste and
language, serve the nation
selflessly and protect peo-
ple from various kinds of
threats, the same way the
"revolutionary" freedom
fighters laid down their
lives for the country's inde-
pendence.

"It is the duty of every
citizen to carry forward
the ideals and resolutions
of our freedom fighters
and soldiers, protect the
unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of our nation and
play their part in building
a strong, prosperous and
self-reliant 'New India'," he
said. Singh further said
India has never tried to
hurt any country, but a be-
fitting reply will be given if
anyone tries to cast an evil
eye on it.
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GUJARAT POLLS

̈ In 2021-22

People purchase colourful lamps and decorative items for the Diwali festival at Gandhi Bazaar, in Bengaluru, Sunday.

DIWALI SHOPPING

Noted chef Vishnu Manohar (black cap) cooks 2500 kg ‘Maha Chivda’ in an attempt to create a world record, in Nagpur, Sunday.

WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaks at a pro-
gramme organised by ‘Maruti Veer Jawan Trust’ to support
the families of India’s bravehearts.

Union Minister of Railways, Communications and
Electronics & Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw
flags off Aluminium freight rake wagons at the
Bhubaneswar railway station, Sunday.
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Mother-wife divided over last rites

‘Dalit votes likely to get divided among BJP, Cong and AAP’

CPI for reversal of
‘disastrous economic

policies’ of Centre
VViijjaayyaawwaaddaa,,  OOcctt  1166  ((PPTTII))::
The Communist Party of
India (CPI) on Sunday de-
manded that the Narendra
Modi government at the
Centre reverse its "disas-
trous economic policies"
forthwith and infuse capital
into the public sector enter-
prises to generate employ-
ment. A resolution to this
effect was adopted at the
ongoing 24th national con-
gress of the CPI here. 

"The Congress demands
that the Union government
reverse its present disas-
trous economic policies,
which are glaringly aimed
to favour the corporates
and the super rich, and are
against the poor and com-
mon people of the country.
It should, instead, encour-
age the public sector, invest
in the manufacturing units
and infuse capital into the
public sector units to gener-
ate employment," the reso-
lution said. 


